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Mann ki baat hits century
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi must be lauded
for his Mann Ki Baat programme that he skilfully
employs to reach out to the masses for the past
over eight years. Its 100-th episode was an occa-
sion for celebration and the UN broadcast it live
at its headquarters in New York. Modi is first and
foremost a performeron the political stage and yet
he wisely kept politics out o fthis unique endeav-
our. Misclaim is that this is the Mann Ki Baat of
the crorcs of Indians and that it’s strengthening
the social fabric of India. The Congress party has
termed this a Maun Ki Baat, as Modi remained
“silent" on the pressing issues of the day. Truth
obviously lies somewhere in between.

Mann Ki Baat has been motivational, inspira-
tional and educative while its principal audience
principally comprises ordinary folks, who have
time at hand an a sweet Sunday. This is more so
for the women across villages as All India Radio
and Doordarshan arc the sole mediums that pro-
vide a staple riiet of information and entertainment
to them by the hour. Modi has shrewdly caught
onto these in the form ofa direct interaction with
the masses. The subjects he took up were appeal-

ing to their crdinary senses

like Beti Bachao,

Bcti Padhao. the use of Khadi, the inspirational
stories of ordinary men and women who charted
out an exemplary course in various walks of life,
the unknown heroes and heroines in the rural and
urban landscapes. There have also been praises
ofthe legendary figures o fthe past like Babasaheb
Ambcdkar, community leaders across states and
regions; a dear attempt on the part of the PM to
endear himself to such segments of the popula-

tion.

Question is. do we require to learn history from
a Prime Minister or whether showering platitudes
on the dead would take the nation forward. Jawa-
harlal Nehru wrote Discovery of India from jail
before he became PM. Modi hesitates to speak
about serious matters concerning governance even
as a PM leading the nation as its chiefexecutive
can, from a vantage point, enlighten the public on
the course that his government and the nation arc
taking in multiple fields. The PM rather skirts such
matters, a reason why the educated and enlight-
ened upper segments ofthe society are disinclined
to spare their time for this programme. It is clear
from the PM's tone that he specifically targets
the lower rungs ofthe society, or the children, the
grandmas and such like. People are missing an
opportunity to learn about the state of the nation
or its governance today. What is worse is that the
PM has remained silent on the ongoing protests
by female wrestlers against sexual harassment by
those runningthe federation. Why pick and choose
only some topics? As PM, Modi must address all

sections of the citizenry.

Health Dept
Response on
Gramin Healthcare

Editor,

This is in response to the
Letter to the Editor written
by Francis Khonglah. Ex-
IRS Officer. piblished in
your newspaper on April
26. 2023. The conccrned
has expressed his disagree-
ment on tixc engagement of
aprivate primary healthcare
provider, qucsiioning the
credibility of ihe private
healthcare comptuiy. Gniinin
Healthcare, and he intention
of the Government to bring
in such an initiative into the
State

Across the country, pri-
vate healthcarc is available
in big citics only. Due to
lack of primary hcalthcarc
delivery in rural areas, the
common people from rural
villages are forced to travel
to the citics when in need of
health services, ihus wasting
their day’s wages and bear-
ing extra travel costs. Hence
the Govemmeni of Megha-
laya is taking proactive steps
for strengthening public
health facilities by creating
several new health facilities
in remote areas across the
State. In addition to these
efforts, the Government
also brought this last mile
hcalthcarc solution using
innovative models through
private primary hcalthcarc
providers to the rural and
remote areas, where villag-
ers can easily have acccss
to a doctor, basi; diagnostic
servicesand a phannacy - all
in one placc andat a reason-
able cost

The idea is to provide

more options for rural com-
munities with a mix of both
public health centres and
private clinics, with the in-
tention o f making hcalthcarc
acccssiblc and affordable
for all. However, this docs
not mean that it has stopped
improving facilities at the
public health centres.

Currently, there arc 20 vil-
lages across the State where
Gramin Healthcare Clinics
arc present and are providing
the comfort of a consulta-
tion with a doctor and being
checked by a nurse. Some-
timespatients have their first
eye test at these clinics. Close
to about 4000 patients from
the clinic locations as well
as surrounding villages have
accessed standard health
services from these clinics.
Ihe contentment and general
appreciation of people with
the services prov ided at these
clinics is already testified in
the article published.

It is also none but the

Seven Huts and One Tribe

The issue of reservation
policy in the state and the
outcome of the imbroglio
from the roster system have
created bad feelings amongst
the major tribes in the state.
Pressure groups and even
leaders o fdifferent organiza-
tions have put their weight
behind their respective com-
munity's claims. The issue
has started to even create a
division amongst the people
who live in the Khasi and
Jafttia regions of the state.
Sonic people take advantage
ofthe reservation policy and
the roster system to say that
the major tribes who live in
the Khasi and Jafttia Hills
regions are not the same and
hence should be considered
as a separate category in the
state reservation policy. This
column docs not wish to say
anything about the reserva-
tion policy issue, but instead
about the tribe as such.

Our stories arc
our History

It is generally acccpted
that the Khynriam, Pnar, War.
Bhoi, Lyngngam, and Maram
are all the same people, but
the question is what is the
basis of our claim. They
all share the same genesis
of how the tribe Hynftcw
Trep Hynftcw Skurn came to
be called “ki Hynftcw Trep
Hynflew skum "or”ki ynfiaw
wasa. ki ynftaw wasting”
ITic creation story that there
were originally 16 huts, with
7 deciding to come down to
liarth and the 9 remaining in
heaven is shared by all

They speak the
same language

Though there is a varia-
tion in their dialects, the
Khynriam. Pnar. War Jaft-
tia. Bhoi. Lyngngam. and
Maram. speak the same lan-
guage. The Pnar. the War the
Maram. and the Lyngngam
may not be able to understand
each other but from the lin-
guistic point of view but the
language they speak belongs
to the same group known as
the Austro-Asian Monkhmer
group of languages or the
Khasi-khmuic.

They share the
same culture

The culture that is unique
to this particular tribe is that
the lineage is taken from the
mother's clan line. In the
matrilincal system followed
by the tribe, the clan is the
most important unit in the
family, and the maternal
uncle holds a special status
in the system. That the people
who live in the Khasi and
Jafttia regions of the state
are the same is also evident
from the fact that there arc
also kur in Khasi hills that
are related to kurs in Jafttia

scale up this model across the
State. Gramin was sclected
via an RFP that was floated
by the Government on De-
cember 16. 2021. details of
which are available on the
public domain (hupsi/. mbda.
gov.in'rfp-selcction-agency -
sctting-and-running-hcallh-
carc*ccnters-20-locations*
across-statc-meghalaya).

A good healthcare de-
livery system requires both
private and public interven-
tion for quick and increased
coverage. False accusations
such as those made by Mr.
Khonglah would not only
impede the objcctives of the
Government butalso mislead
people. It is also suggested
that media houses should
verify the facts with the con-
cerned department or study
the matter on the ground
before publishing such re-
sponses to news reports.

Yours etc.,
TG Momin.
Joint Secretary to the

nurses, ph ts, centre
managers from the State
who provide servicesat these
clinics. Close to 100 youths
front the State have gained
employment from Gramin
Hcalthcarc since the clinics
were scaled up across the
State in August 2022. The
false narrative of bringing
consultants, etc... is not just
unnecessary but misleading
and incorrect.

Enabled by the Govern-
ment. Gramin started its first
pilot clinic at Sohrarim in
April 2020 after it showed
interest in serving in the
rural areas. All expenditures
for the pilot were bomc by
the company itself. Good re-
sponse from the community
prompted the Government to

of .
Health & Family Welfare
Department

Timely article and
an eye opener
ilditor.

It was encouraging as
well as a huge relief to read
Avncr Pariat’s articlc "No
more meetings on garbage,
please.” (ST April 28.2023).
What a sober and intelligent
assessment of a problem
that like so many others has
been allowed to grow into
an indomitable challenge. In
addressing this ghastly mon-
strosity that daily assails our
senses, he has taken the bull
by the hornsand exposed the

By // H Mohrmen

hills, such as ka Larnin and
others in Wjr Jafttia area
are related to Laloo, Pyrbot,
and others in Pnar area and
Dicngdoh. Marngar. Syngai,
and Pariong in Khasi hills
All ofthese clans believe they
descended from the same
progenitor, ’ka Tawchil
similarly, the Sutnga are
related to the Syicmlich. and
so.on. The Mukhim is related
to the Challaia in Jafttia hills
and there arc Shylla, Sut-
ing in Khasi hills as well in
Jattia hills. ‘llicsc arc only a
few examplesof the connec-
tion based on dan; the list is
however not exhaustive.
The people and
fhelr stories

The Kynriim, Pnar. War
Lyngngam. Mtram.and Bhoi
also have a rish tradition of
storytelling. They not only
share the same creation story
butstories likeka krem lamet
krem latang. ka Tew luri lura.
u kwai tympcv bad ka duma
3i(i ore few stories that were

jars in the Saipung areas of
the East Jafttia hills.
The Traditional religion

The native religion fol-
lowed by the people who
belong to the groups may
have some variations but the
cssence is common to all. In
their pantheon of gods and
deities, there is the supreme
God U Blci or U Trc kirod
and there are ki ryngkaw
ki basa. ki lei Ting lei sent,
and others. The important
role held by the rooster as a
mediator between humans
and God iscommon toall the
major groups. The sacrificial
offerings or ka chat ka kheft
arc also similar and their
concept of the after-life is
also the same, that a person
would join the nine huts in
heaven and eat areca nut to
eternity.

The tribe’s traditional

value system

The Hynflew Trep has
their unique way of life
which differentiates them

The issue has started to even create a
division amongst the people who live
in the Khasi and Jahtia regions of the
state. Some people take advantage of
the reservation policy and the roster
system to say that the major tribes who
live in the Khasiand Jahtia Hills
regions are not the same and hence
should be considered as a separate
categoryin the state reservation policy.

told and retold in all the
communities. There arc also
parallel stories, the story of
Umi'am and UmTcwis similar
to the story ofka Lukha and
ka Lunar that the two rivers
were sisters and they on one
market day dx‘idcd to visit
the market in he plains. The
sisters dccidtd to compete
against cach other and see
who can rcacli the market in
the plains first

The mono ith culture

Theothercustomary prac-
ticc that people have in com-
mon is the monolithic or
mcgalithic cultureas tlx; case
amongst the Pnarand the War
Jafttia. In some communities,
the tradition is continued by
people who still follow the
traditional religions. The
monolith euliure is not as
simple as oncihinks it is. yet
if one studies the tradition
one would fird the similar-
ity in the stores that people
tell about these stone monu-
ments. The only variation
may be the mejalithic bridge,
the sculptures, the carvings in
the War Jafttia and the stone

bull../manure’. But there is
hope and as the articlc points
out we can start with simple
steps like banning small
plastic bottlo and packets,
using natural alternatives
and most of all encouraging
sincere local environmental
activists. Why not pay them
instead of fat cat consultants.
whose advicc is never car-
ried outanyway and are only
hired to make it look as if the
government of the time is
seen to be doing something
‘important?*
rew up st a time when,

among other liings. we used
the beloved cloth ‘pla icw\
paper packaging, jute sacks,
cane ticsand tfic same bottle
to replenish cooking oil.
Today however convenience
and appearance matter more
and we have our singlc-usc
neat sanitised plastic bottles
and jars, plaslic bags of all
sizes which cnee discarded
poison the environment.

Pariat's article therefore
rightly reminds us of the ills
of thoughtless consumerism
fuelled by the need to always
have what Iy’ have. Yet
we cannot ignore scicncc.
Nearly all know ledge contin-
ues to evolveand my sense
of sclf-righUousncss with
regard to recycling was easily
punctured when 1read thisar-
ticle: ‘G lassorplaslic: which
is better for the environment?
(https:* www.bbe.com fu-
turearticleM AT -glass-
or-plastic-vvHch-is-better-
for-the-cnvironment)  Not
much to choose between the
two, itseems and that makes
for uneasy reading

Itis time for those in pow-
er to move with the times
otherwise wim they will be
remembered lor is their role

from the other tribes that
are again shared by all the
different sub-groups of the
Hynftcw Trep. People’s tradi-
tional values include leading
a morally upright cxistcnce.
being a loving, caring, and
giving community, and hav-
ing a close relationship with
nature. This value system is
closely woven into people’s
lives, embodying cardinal
principles of "ka lip bricw
tip blci. ka kamai ia ka hok.
ka tip kur tip kha bad ka tip
hok tip sot". These arc the
four cornerstones on which
the life of a member of the
tribe stands.

The main ideaofa tribal’s
way oflife is likewise based
on the beliefof *ka bhalang
uba bun balang* or "ka bha-
lang ka imlang,” which trans-
lates as the common good
or well-being of all. which
comes up very strongly in
their lives as a community.
“Ban im don akor. don bu-
rom." or living in propriety
and honour, and “ban bat ia
ka nia ka jutang, ka jingkor-
dor ka shikvnticn ka hok nc

in hastening the destruction
of our beloved homeland.

Yours ctc.,

Janet Hujon.

Via email

Is the interview for
1.DAin EJH Court

a mere formality?

Editor,

Last time | flagged about
the notorious LDA examina-
tion conducted by District
Court Khlichriat and as ex-
pected | cleared the writ-
ten exam and was therefore
callcd for the interview. But
sadly, they gave usjust about
8 days to prepare for the
interview. | was sccptical
and also pessimistic about
appearing for the interview,
given the situation that was
created during the written
exam. | always thought that at
least, recruitments to courts
would be fair and without
bias unlike recruitments un-
dertaken by the government
It is with this optimism and
hope that | presented myself
before the interview board
for the LDA post. But to my
surprise. | was asked by the
panelofinterviewerswhether
1 had prior working experi-
ence, to which | replied in
the negative. Then another
panel member commented
“We want people with prior
experience.” | recall that in
the advertisement, nothing
was said about prior working
experience being a criterion.

When 1got out of the
interview. | asked myself
whether they would prefer
the temporary’staff(who also
qualified for the interview)

u thyllicj ksiar thyllicj mpa,”
which means keeping the
honour of spoken word, are
some of the qualities that
people hold in high regards
The profound connection

with Mother Nature

The Hynftcw Trep people
also consider nature or the
Earth to be their mother (mei
ramew/Bci ramaw). and it
is also the dwelling placc of
the "ki ryngkaw ki basa” or
nature deities. They sec riv-
ers and mountains as gods
and deities and hence have a
elose bond with nature. They
weave storiesabout the rivers,
mountains, hills, animals, and
even natural phenomena and
the most important aspcct
in this regard is the fact that
they see animals and other
creations as equal beings. In
theirunderstanding o f nature,
man is not the master to lord
over the creations or nature;
he is not even a steward but
an equal being in nature

In today’s world, they call
it natural resource manage-
ment (NRM). but in all the
subgroups they already have
a tradition inbuilt in the indig-
enous traditional knowledge
system (ITKs) that protects
forests and even water bodies,
nicy may call it law kyntang.
law adong or law shnong. but
it is people’s way of manag-
ing their resources.

Genetic evidence

Although tracing the ori-
gin of humans using genetic
science is still at a nascent
state, even studies using DNA
treat the people who live in
the Khasi. Jafttia arc Ribhoi
areas as one tribe.

The Jafttia Story

The Jafttias have a history
offlourishing Kingdom from
1500 till the kingdom wasan-
nexed by the British in 1835.
The kingdom’s reign extends
from Gobha-Sonapur in the
north and to the river Surma
in the south, to the cast lay the
river Kupliand to the west the
Brahmaputra. It is also one of
the few kingdoms in the re-
gion to mint its coins, yet the
hills people of the kingdom
belong to the ‘khun u 1lynftew
Trep Hynftew skum’ tribe.
But in Jafttia Hills there arc
also tribal groups who do not
sprak ihi* Mrnik-hmrr group
of languages and do not fol-
low a matrilincal system and
they are the BeateBiatcs of
Saipung. the Hmar of Khad-
dum area, and the Hadcm of
Saitsama.

In conclusion

In conclusion therefore,
despite certain differences in
the manner in which people
speak (dialects), and other
variations, the Khynriam. the
Pnar. the War. the Bhoi. the
Lyngngam, and the Maram
are the same people.

yes. why at all call the rest
for an interview and exam.
Around the corridors also, it
was heard that possibly they
would prefer the temporary
staff who already are in the
court office. | was further
disheartened. My friends who
appeared for the interview
with me also have the same
apprehensions as 1.1 hope this
thought is not true. However

judging from the appointees

forthe driver's post where the
majority of those appointed
arc already working in the
office it would seem to be the
criterion adopted.

This is not to discredit
the ones who passed on their
own merit but the factors arc
such that familiarity seems to
weigh heavily in the minds
of the interviewers because
a prior relationship has been
established

I'hope that these thoughts
I'harbour arc not true so that
people will not lose faith and
trust in the judicial system
llope the results are based on
fairness and merit and that
someone is not appointed
merely bccausc they have
already been temporary staff.
Ihe reality is thatall o fus arc
qualified and can also Icam
to work in the olficc of the
court. However, | will not be
surprised if all the posts arc
allotted to the temporary staflT.
Ihe results will show the true
colours of the recruitment
process

Yours etc.,
Mr. R. Lamin
Khlichriat

Aticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The ShiHunft Times
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Provide Living Wages,
Rights and Entitlements for

Every Worker in The State

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

The first day of May is
the occasion for workers to
conic together to cclchratc
and remind everyone that
they are indispensable, but
yet the most oppressed sec-
tion. A worker's sweat is
the lubricant which greases
the wheels of the economy
and furthers the growth of
the State/Nation. A happy
worker canalways contribute
immensely but unfortunately
that is not the ease in Me-
ghalaya

One should not miscon-
strue that tlic workers’move-
ment isa Communists’affair.
The socio-economic move-
ment for Iving wages, free
health car;, education and
housing is not the monopoly
of Comminists* groups. Wec
do not have tobe a Marxist to
understand the pangs caused
by the present socio-cco-
nomic hardship in the State.
In this neo-libcral era. ex-
ploitation against workers is
intense and people are mak-
ing their fortunes by breaking
the backs of the workers. It
becomes vital for the workers
in the State to come together
asa collcetive to fight against
all forms of oppressions and
to push forpro workers poli-
cies and laws.

Traditionally, in Europe
the first day of May is com-
memorated as the spring
festival. The observance
originated in ancicnt agri-
cultural conmunitics among
the Greel>s and Romans.
However, the May Day as the
Internatioral Workers’ Day
was adopt;d at the Sccond
International Confcrence
of Workers* Organizations
and Socialists held in Paris
in 1889. The International
Workers Day is marked by
protests and demonstrations
and across the globe workers
take to the streets to com-
memorate the past struggles
against a host of worker’s
rights violations, including
lengthy workdays and weeks,
poor conditions and child
labour.

Today, the condition of
workers is getting worse and
wec haveentered into the nco
slavery system. In Megha-
laya the workers, especially
those in prvatcscmi private
institutions do not get their
basic rights and entitlements
like leaves, living wages,
eight-hour day and holidays
ctc. They dog from dawn to
dusk and work 12 to 16 hours
aday fora meagre incomc of
less than Rs 9000 a month
It is an irony that we have
the richesi Chief Minister,
whereas the monthly salary
of sales girls and sales boys
range between Rs 2000 to
4000 a month. 'Ihcrc is stark
poverty, incomc disparity,
job insecurity, low wages,
starvations perennial health
issues in the form o fstunting,
wasting, infant and maternal
mortality rates arc rising.
There is now a huge chasm
between the haves and have
nots in the State.

Meghahya is one of the
worst performing States as
far as the implementation of
minimum wages for work-
ers across the spcctrum is
concerncd. The minimum
wage in Meghalaya stands
at Rs 380 per day and the
Official Wage Board is pcr-
functory and also the enrol-
mento fcontraction workers
as per law is dismal. The
regulation and protection of
workers’ rights, especially in
the unorganized scctors is a
non-starter Notonly that the
State has tailed to regulate
and protect workers’ rights,
including migrant workers
but the workers in general are
left at tix; mercy of contrac-
torslabour contractors who
fix the daily wages of their
workers at will and many
are also found flouting labour
laws and regulations.

The two years of pan-
demic and lockdown was a
harrowing experience for the
working class in the State
The incomc support pro-
nounced by the Government
under the Chief Minister’s
Relief Against Wage Loss
(CRAW L)wasa damp squib.

The Government’s despica-
ble attitude and indifference
to the plight of the poor and
working class is evident.

Avyear ago. the streets of
Shillong were replete with
agitated workers, from the
Association of SSA school
teachcrs to Federation o fAll
School Teachers of Megha-
laya, who have been clam-
ouring for their basic right
to living wages and various
entitlements. The teacher-
led agitation also reflects
the deplorable condition of
the education system in the
State. Unlike other plump
departments. “Education is
neither a profitable portfolio
nor can one make fast buck
from it. so no one seems to
take keen interest and thus it
has been left to rot".

On several occasions
in the past, the Meghalaya
ASHA Workers Union had
to cease work and come out
into the streets to protest
against the delay in payment
of incentives, among other
pressing issues. Hie ASHA
arc trained female health
volunteers and on ground
they arc working full time
from dawn to dusk to fulfil
their tasks. Therefore, oneof
their legitimate demands is
that the State must upgrade
them as full-time health
workers and it is a fact that
the ASHA volunteers play a
vital role in the health care
system in the State. On the
contrary, they arc the most
underpaid workers/volun-
teers and are being exploited
to the hilt.

Now in the State there
is the cmcrgence of gig
workers who also play an
important part in the growth
ofthe economy in the State.
At the same time, wc cannot
ignore the fact that majority
of workers in the State arc
working two jobs in order
to feed their families. Life
is loo hard for the workers,
especially the unorganized
workers in the State. Un-
fortunately. today we spend
more time and energy quar-
relling over the reservation
policy in the Government
scctor which barely gener-
ates 12 to 15 % ofjobs in
the job market and that too
is catering to a handful of
"privileged class” who have
access to quality education
and arc well connccted
While the real time issue
of workers' rights, both in
organized and un-organized
scctors. remains oblivious.

The discrimination and
the sin of unfair treatment
towards the workers must
end. Together the work-
ers must raise a war cry
for "Justice. Equality and
Dignity” and proclaim their
rights for living wages, free
health carc. education and
decent housing. The workers
of Meghalaya must reiterate
their stand and must bejustly
and fairly treated in every
aspect. Thus, the workers
in the State demand (i) to
immediately adopt a policy
towards providing a living
wage to all workers (ii) to
immediately implement the
equal pay for equal work
(iii) to immediately raise the
salary ofall the tcachcrs in
the State as per Law (iv) to
constitute a Private School
Regulatory body and protect
the private school tcachcrs
against exploitations (v)
safety and better working
conditions (vi) a Legislation
forthe protection o f Domes-
tic Workers (vii) to regulate
and protcct workers' rights
and entitlements, which
include migrants labourers,
as per law (viii) to upgrade
ASHA volunteers as regular
health workers (ix) to im-
mediately constitute the Me-
ghalaya Domestic Workers
Welfare Board. Meghalaya
Gig Workers Welfare Board.
Private Transport Work-
ers Welfare Board. Private
School Tcachcrs Welfare
Board ctc. and (x) to consti-
tute the Meghalaya Affirma-
tive Action Commission to
look into the implementation
ofreservation policy in ajust
and fair manner.
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Meghalaya’s Health Sector
MEETING the icalthcarc needs of rural Meghalaya
lias been a persistent challenge in Meghalaya. In the
last five years however, there have been significant
initiatives to ensure that health needs of the rural
population are being met through targeted inter-
ventions. One teason for high maternal and infant
deaths is the poor health and nutrition ofthe pregnant
mother who then gives birth at home to an under-
nourished child because institutional delivery was
not accessible for pregnant women living in remote,
unreached hamlets where there arc no roads. The
MDA Government has made some noble interven-
tions in the form ofthe CM-CARESs scheme (Com-
fort. Assist. Rcspect. Empowerment). Under this
scheme every month a robust network of frontliners
track the growth ofabout 5 lakh children in the age
group of 0-5 years in the villages of Meghalaya.
Children are being weighed in Anganwadi centres
which are now functioning as mini health centres
and those that are underweight are being prescribed
proper diets and vitamin supplements. PM CAREs
was launched in December last year and needs to
be carefully monitored so that it delivers what is

being envisaged.

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma had stated at the
launch of the CM CARE scheme that Anganwadi
centres would be transformed into Early Childhood
Development Centres with better infrastmcture and
professionally trained Anganwadi workers. Parents
would be made important stakeholders in this pro-
gramme. Improving the overall human development
goals is part of Ihe UN initiated Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (i>DGs). Additionally, the MOTHER
Programme - Meghalaya's Outcomcs-orientcd
Transformation in Health, Nutrition, Education and
Rural Development Programme will ensure that
key data on health, nutrition, education and rural
developmentarc collected and collated and the same
data will be viewed inthe chiefminister's dash board
in real time. This micro data will be used to make
policy interventions. The MOTHER App uses real
time data on pregnant women to monitor their health
status on a continuous basis. This should help reduce
maternal and irfant mortality the twin concerns in

Meghalaya.

Now that 31 CHCs are being upgraded into first
referral units ta tackle emergency surgeries and
other health concerns, access to healthcare would
furtherimproveand there would be less dependence
on private healthcare providers. The Government
would be doing great service if it is able to ensure
that resident doctors are in place in each of these
CHCs. For decades, doctors commute from Shillong
to the CHCs and do so only on market days. Hope-
fully that era of non-resident doctors will now be
over when the 30 doctors currently trained in Chen-
nai to handle UltraSonography, life-saving skills,
emergency observatory care. Caesarean delivery
(C-scction) among others return to take on their
responsibilities. The first referral units would ensure
that pregnant mothers do not have to travel more
than 45 minutes to 1 hour for delivery. This would
democratise healthcare delivery, apart from making

itaffordable.

Banteidor’s
180 degree
turn!

Editor.

We arc all nonilusscd by
the political turn of events
Just four months ago pre-
ceding the Meghalaya As-
sembly elections. Bantcidor
Lyngdoh. the then cabinet
minister and PDF president
had declared on December
212022 in a pubi ¢ function
at Mawkynrew, East Khasi
Hills District that he was of-
fered Rs 5 crore tojoin NPP,
but he had outrighily rejected
the mouth-watering offer as
he yearned to pursue a clean
image in his political career
and is committed to serv ing
the people and not to crave
for filthy lucre!

But lo and behold, now
we hear that Bancidor Lyn-
gdoh’s party the Peoples’
Democratic Front (PDF)
would merge withthe NPP.as
confirmed by none other than
the Deputy Chief Minister.
Prestonc Tynsong himself.
The NPP is a pany which
Bantcidor had squarely ac-
cused ofbeing unprincipled
by way of targeting the then

NPP candidate D. Lamarc
of Nongkrem constituency
and alleging, thus. "I have
witnessed trucks carrying
blankets in Nongkrem con-
stituency for distribution
among the people.” And in
this context. 1heard several
people saying that perhaps
Bantcidor has been offered
double the amount that was
proffered to him four months
ago. or he might have been
assured ofa cabinet berth in
the unforeseeable future.
All said and done, politi-
cians. not statesmen, will
invariably be politicians and
in parallel with this conten-
tion. the time tested phrase.
"Boys will be boys," still
hoick water.
Yoursetc..
Jerome K Dicngdoh
Shillong-2

Time to cut
debts and
outdated

institutions

Hditor,

Two news items. “CM
seeks Centre's support for

Matriliny and its
dynamics

By Dr. Rekha M Shangpliang

Of late there have been
wide speculations about the
resilience and future of one
of the oldest known kinship
institutions in society - Matri-
liny , as it made headlines in
many local dailies and be-
came a topic of discussion
amongst academicians and
scholars about the emerg-
ing issues and challenges
to this age-old and much
venerated social institution
among the Khasi. This leads
one to wonder whether the
term ‘'Matrilineal puzzle*
which was once coined by
the British Anthropologist
Audrey Richards way back
in 1950 to understand and
analyze matrilineal norms
and principles has some truth
behind it

If one goes by the vari-
ous theories in Sociological
and Anthropological litera-
ture such as the Descent.

Council's decision to deny
ST status to Khasis using
their father's surname. This
news item which made head-
lines in The Shillong Times
on April 28. 2023 is an eye-
opener to many of us who
belong to this community as
well as to the larger network
ofsurviving matrilineal com-
munities across the world
What impact would it have
on the institution asa whole?
Will the 'Clan’ or ‘Kur’
which is the cradle of Khasi
Kinship system will lose its
importance? What are the
gender implications if this
system is rooted out? Will
such a change be effective
in maintaining the balance
in population due to its rigid
structure ? There have been
mixed reactions from mem-

L \
theory etc.. these theories
have tried to explain the
origin and foundation of
Matriliny as one of the most
unique kinship system which
is grounded on a common
folk-culturc and native ide-
ology and belief that since
women give birth to children
therefore the ‘mother-right *
principle was the first stage
in the evolution ofhuman so-
ciety . In fact, it was Johann J
Bachofen, the Swiss thinker
and ProfessorofRoman Law
at the University of Basel.
Switzerland who in 1861 had
proposed a stage called ‘Das
Mutterrechi *(Mother-Right)
as being the primary stage of
all kinship systems at a time
when religious and juridical
character was accorded to
women in the Ancient world
If matriliny has had such
strong foundational roots
then it leads one to ponder
upon the question as to why
this age-old and venerable
institution is facing the winds
of change and transition as
visible today? Do we see this
as a gradual development of
the universal assumption of
pervasive male dominance
or patriarchy? These and
many other questions have
probed the minds of social
scientiststodig deeperin un-
derstanding the present status
of social institutions such as
the Family .Marriage and
Kinship which are gradually
weakening in many societies.
Is it because such institutions
arc not able to use theiradap-
tive mechanisms to face the
external forces such as bor-
rowed world views, modern-
ization. new legislations and
intervention of new cultural
forcesand demandsofa new
patriarchal order ?

The question of when
and why societies have tran-
sitioned from matriliny to-
wards other types of kinship
systems has been a subject
of much debate and more
5o this is a subject of much
relevance in our own Khasi
matrilineal society as we see
the recent stand by an orga-
nization against the District

S10bn economy dream™ and
“VPP renews vow to fight
graft, misuse of power,"
(ST April 29, 2023) made
interesting reading. Data of
the Reserve Bank of India
indicates that the State's
economy has been growing
at the rate of 8 to 9 percent
annually in the last live years
(2018-2022) despite the
scar of the pandemic. The
presentation of the Chief
Minister of Meghalaya be-
fore the National Institu-
tion for Transforming India
(NIT1 Aayog) is laudable
for being practical based
on recent developments in
the economy. The target to
double the GDP by 2030 to
make itan Rs80.000 crorc or
$10 bneconomy isdoable if
the economy can grow at a
rate of 10to 11 percent an-
nually. This can come about
“by increasing government
economic expenditure and
wooing private investors by
prioritizing trade, tourism,
high value agriculture, build-
ing the knowledge economy
and application o f new tech-
nologies,’ as the Chief Min-
ister correctly emphasized
at the NITI Aayog. He has
rightly sought the support

bersof the itself
and the question stands s
matriliny at the crossroads ?

A closer bok at a few
surviving matrilineal societ-
ies of the world such as the
Minangkabou of Indonesia,
the Ashanti of Africa, the
Musou of China, the Lua-
pulas of Zambia .the Male-
ncsians of the Gatos. Khasi
and Jaintia cf Meghalaya
reveal that these matrilineal
societies have predominantly
exhibited strong "matriccn-
trie” arrangements where
inheritance .succession and
descent follows through the
female line and "woman'is
the propagatorand forchearcr
of lineage anddescent. This
enjoins on herthe rights and
responsibiliticsofthc family
at large. The woman nurtures
the child in her womb and
therefore reserves her right
to her lineage. Among the
Ashanti tribe, "the basic
building block of structural
continuity in the lineage is
the sibling group born of
one mother aid not a ‘line
of descent ‘reckoned from
the father, let alone the indi-
vidual." Ihis ttenne line fol-
lowed through the common
‘blood line' o fthe mother has
been the guidiig principle o
many primitive societies like
the Ashanti who designate
this through nomenclatures
like ‘mogya koro’ (mother’s
blood) as also the equivalent
Khasi concept of ‘ka iawbci
tynrai’ (the root female an-
cestress) as tie progenitor
ofthe clan

Itisalso customary for the
Khasi to speak o fa family of
brothers and sisters who arc
the great granichildrcn ofa
great grandmother and iden-
tify themselves as members
o f*shi kpoh*which literally
means ‘one womb’ and the
belief that 'womb relation-
ships”are strongerand more
important thm any other
tics. Therefore the one bind-
ing factor that has helped
to sustain many matrilineal
societies today is the lineage
traced througl' a woman ,

Khasi matriliny is one of
the oldest surviving kinship

of the Government of India,
keeping in mind the revenue
of the State government
which is just 20% of the
funds made available by the
Government of India in a
federal struciure. Meghala-
ya’s contribu ion to the total
tax revenue of the country is
only 0.3% wiereas the new
states of India like Chhat-
tisgarh. Jharkhand and Ut-
tarakhand contributed 2.3. 2
and 1.1 percent respecti

institutions in the world
It is based on the ideology
“Long Jait na ka kynthei”
which when translated means
“from the woman sprang the
clan.” This deeply rooted
ideology provides a valid
ground to the very essence
of Khasi matriliny that the
‘gendered roles” of mother-
hood gives recognition to
her status as the repository
of family honour and pres-
tige. Significantly, the Khasi
ideology o fhuman reproduc-
tion describes the father as
the provider of stature and
fonn (U kpa uba ai ka long
rynicng),while the mother
contributes flesh and blood
(ka kmic kaba ai iaka doh ka
snam) to the child. This filial
bond between the motherand
the child is strongly reflected
even in familial relations and
kinship ties where the tenn
para-kur (mother’s kins ) is
used more significantly than
the word bakha (father’s
Kins). Looking closely at the
operation of Khasi Kinship
system at different levels
of its segmentation, be it at
the level of the "kur’ (clan)
_the fait’ (sub-clan) the
“kpoh“(lineage),or the iing
(household or family).onc
findsthat there is an element
of unity and solidarity at ev-
ery stage .which is a natural
response that facilitates in
maintaining closer structural
tics amongst kin members.
Like any social phenom-
ena that undergoes change
and transformation, matriliny
as an institution has been
vulnerable to public opinion
and emerging new trends
that have attempted to rede-
fine gender roles and bring
change in their customary
rules and inheritance pattern.
As early as 1961 attempts
were made to mobilise pub-
lic opinion to change the
inheritance pattern from
matrilineal to patrilineal. In
1978 the Meghalaya tribal
Youth Organization called
for suspension ofinheritance
rights to all Khasi. Jaintia
and Garo women married to
non-Khasi men. In the same
ycar.another organization
urged the government to
institute an Inheritance Re-
form Commission to study
the implications of the cus-
tomary laws on economic
developmentand vice versa.
In 201S the Khasi Lineage
Amendment Bill sought to
prevent economic exploita-
tion of the state's land and
resources by non-Khasi men
marrying Khasi women.
These and many social
processes have inflicted
stresses and strains to the
institution of matriliny as a
whole. In this regard .even
social scientists like David
Schneiderand Mary Douglas
have predicted the unstable
character of this institution
and have tried to draw gen-
eralised logical implications
that mav even lead to a break-

during 2013-2017 grew at
an annually average rate of
14% and during 2018-2022
it grew at 16% up by two
percentage points over the
previous period. Internal
Debt needs to be reduced
and managed prudently with
frugal measures in govern-
ment expenditure. Invest-
ment demands borrowing if
its resources are meagre but
borrowing should be prudent
and in with a

down ofclan organization as
awhole. Taking the example
of one of the oldest matri-
lineal of India

(SI1X)

For Mother Nature’s
Sake, Let’s Meet, Talk
then Walk The Talk

By Dr lLarilin Kliarpuri

Around the first week of
August 2)19, The Shillong
Times (TST) celebrated its
75 years cfworks in progress

the Nayars of Kercla, we
have seen how the "taravad’
which is a property group
comprising ofonly matrili
eal lineages headed by the
eldest male called 'karana-
van' was gradually losing its
functional importance finally
leading to the breakdown of
matriliny as a whole. One
therefore cannot undermine
the serious implications such
changes may have on even
gender roles where female
rights would be restricted
In fact from what we see ,
these demands are woven
around the idea of knitting
Kinship rules with ethnicity
which not only seeks to
produce an ideology that puts
aconstraint on women's be-
haviour and choice of mates
but also gives legitimacy to
the state to extend its control
over the family. To cite an
example, the customary in-
heritance rights of the Khasi
entitles only the ‘khadduh’
(youngest daughter) to cus-
todianship of all ancestral
property but what is often
misconstrued is the fact that
along with custodianship
comes responsibility of care
of aged parents and other
destitute members as well as
duties to uphold the honour
and continuity of the clan as
a whole. Therefore any leg-
islation that tried to dismpt
the Khasi customary lineage
system like the the proposed
Inheritance Bill 2021 which
aims at ‘equitable distribu-
tion' of parental property
found a lukewarm response
for fear that it may slowly
lead to the disintegration of
the institution o f ‘Ka Khad-
duh’and then o f matriliny as
a whole
Therefore, since such is-
sues that deal with bringing
in reforms in customary
practices such as matriliny
are usually challenged from
various quarters they need to
be revisited with proper care
and analysis o f the pros and
consand implications on the
community as a whole.
There is an urgent need
to check the erosion of this
age-old institution along-
side its gender implications
on Khasi women and their
conjugal rights. This calls
for serious commitment both
on the part of the State, the
District Councils and non-
governmental organizations
to identify the problems
closely and take careful steps
for rcfonns if at all needed.
The whole ‘matrilineal puz-
zle' would become easier to
unravel only when we apply
wisdom to our decisions and
Icam to respect our roots.
It is in the roots not the
branches, that a tree's great-
est strength lies” (Mat-
shona Dhilwayo)
(Thewriterteachesinthe
Department of Sociology.
NEHU. ShiUong)

on 1stJanuary, 2015. In an
era of constant develop-
ment change is imperative
As Mahatma Gandhi said
“Constant development is
the law of life, and a man
who always tries to maintain
hisdogmas inorder to appear
consistent drives himself
into a false position.” In
a changed economic sce-
nario the world over I think
the Chief Minister rightly
emphasized the need for,

to the nation.'! exchequer.

According to the data of
the Reserve Bankof India for
the last ten years it is appar-
ent that the 1X*bt-t0-GDP ra-
tio o fthe State is manageable
compared with other states in
India and the country itself.
Though the Debt-to-GDP
ratio is manageable, die State
has to reduce its outstand-
ing liabilities and internal
debt. Accord ng to the RBI
the Outstanding liabilities
during 2013-2017 grew at
an annual average rate of
15.17% and in the last five
years (2018-2022) it grew
at 9.78% anuially. In 2014
itgrew at 25.3%and in 2017
at 22.94%. In 2018 it grew
9.87% and in 2022at 7.82 %.
Similarly the Internal Debt

higher economic trajectory.
Every government or for
that matter an individual
borrows and invests but it
has to be ensured that such
borrowings arc invested like
a business entity to build
up the economy keeping
in view the liabilities and
internal debt. The resources
so borrowed should be used
frugally and ploughed back
to hasten the process o feco-
nomic development.

It is now time to dis-
mantle the State Planning
Board as it has outlived its
‘shelf life’just as the Gov-
ernment o f India dismantled
the Planning Commission
and brought about the N1TI
Aayog by a Resolution of
the Government of India

“Meghalay itution for
Transformation and Innova-
tion.” in order to transform
the manner in which a “Think
Tank"worksintr i

and till date. A
unique project was initiated
by TST as pan of its plati-
num jubilee celebrations
Project Operation Clean-Up
(OCU) was led by its Editor,
Patricia Mukhim along with
other like-minded people as
members. The members met.
discussed and debated the
project’s mission. and finally
waiked (and still walking)
the talk. Hie Project primar-
ily involved cleaning up the
Urkaliar part of the Uni-
khrah river; it also includes
other pans of Shillong like
Golflinks, Laban, Umicw
river near Umphrup village,
Shillong peak and Umpling.
With the :xccption of inter-
ruptions caused by the lock-
down during the COV1D-19
pandemic, the team of Project
OCU met almost every 2nd
or 3rd Saturday o fthe month
to clean ihe Urkaliar river.
Today, in its fourth year of
existence. Project OCU has
seen many members come
and go ard come back too.
Operation Clean-up included
individuals like Rudi Warjri,
Jiwat Vasivani and his Team
Jiva. Brian Wallang and
students of K.C. Secondary
School, ncmbers of Make
Someone Smile, students of
Martin Lithcr Christian Uni-
versity (MLCU). Shubham
and NGO. the Col Sishupal
Security Company (CSSC)
Home Guards and quite
importantly the drivers of
garbage trucks and earth
moving machines and the
cleaners from the Shillong
Municipal Board have been
the constant presence at the
OCU activities.

On April 6. 2023. the
Government of Meghalaya
called a meeting to discuss
the cleaning and rejuvena-
tion of t.mkhrah, Umshy-
rpi and Umkhen rivers with
various stikcholdcrs like the
KMADC. Dorbar Shnongs,
Civil Society Organisations
and concerned Government
Departments on board. Al-
though an informal group
of concerned citizens from
disparate fields, members of
Project OCU like were also
invited to share theirexperi-
ences and provide valuable
suggestions. Looking back
over the years and now, one
has to give due credit to the
exemplar/ leadership of the
core members of Project
0CU. fortheir tenacity, grit,
and strergth of character,
in going oil and on. over
and again, without fail. The
Government did take note of
Project OCU activities!

The article. ‘No more
meetingson garbage, please.’
by Avncr Pariat (TST. Dated
April 28.2023) made some
interesting point-, about the
total waste oftime on TALK-
ING. For cooperation and
engagement rather than a
confrontational attitude, a
consensus before any ac-
tion is always necessary.
Unless of course, humans
arc only driven by impulse
and emotions and they take
action wilhoutany thinking,
deliberations or any regard
for the consequences.

The Anglo-Khasi War
(Khasi Resistance against
the British Rai) of 1829-33
under the leadership of U
Tirol Sinu Syicm was started
only after due deliberations
in the general Durbar of
Hima Nongkhlavv. A few
months before the War, a
durbar was held for two days
to deliberate the application
for permksion by the Brit-
ish to construct a road from
Sylhct to the Brahmaputra
Valley tirough areas under
the independent Khadsaw-
phra Syiemsliip. Ibis dur-
bar. witnessed by British
officials, invited admiration
and respect from the white
men with one even compar-
ing it to the proceedings of
the i

Meghalaya. The government
over and above what the
Chief Minister emphasized
at the NITI Aayog should
also invest more in the eco-
nomic sectors and human
development in the process
of building a $10 billion
economy by 2030.
Yours etc.,
V K Lyngdoh.
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Historically and as part of
oral narratives, it has been
recorded that such delibera-
tions did take place before
the Achiks under Pa Togan
Sangma and the Jaintias un-
der U Woh Kiang Nangbah
took up arms against the
British in 1872 and 1861-62
respectively. Historically and
to date, the indigenous trihals
of Meghalaya are known to
have a deliberative process
ofdeeisioi-making. from the
family, clan (kurand mahari)
level to the village. Raij
Raid. Nokmaship. Elaka and
Hima level

The Preamble toour Con-
stitution states that India is a

Sovereign Socialist Secular
Democratic Republic. That
means, its citizens matter
the most. Any decision or
law-making by a democrati-
cally elected government
will have to be weighed well,
with considerable time taken.
Aflcrall, citizens' lives arc
impacted and it's a matter of
losing or winning elections,
i.e. Power.

Our country is not a
People's Republic of chai-
chai or Democratic People’s
Republic of kor-koror some
monarchy where decisions
arc made by a very few mem-
bers of a non-democratic
Politburo or an uncleccted
General Secretary or some
dynastic heir or heiress. To
reduce deliberations, discus-
sions and debates to "pseu-
do democratic stakeholder
meetings™ is to disrespect
our Founding Fathers Moth-
ers. our freedom fighters
(both living and dead then
in 1947-1950) and members
ofour Constituent Assembly,
who took 3 consccutive years
to frame our democratic
Constitution that gave legal’
official form to our coun-
try called the Republic of
India (Bharat Ganarajya), a
Union of States. Awareness
or IEC( Information. Educa-
tion and Communication) or
Social Marketing activities
are important for any event
or scheme implementation
They may take the most
cver-ready form ofa poster,
hoarding or word-of-mouth
lo a street play, roadshow,
social media posts or even a
flash mob. One may like or
dislike RJ Nicky personally,
but one has to give due credit
to him: he docs his bit for
Mother Nature. The students
and faculty members of the
Department o f Environment
and Traditional Ecosystems
(DETE), MLCU have been
involved in manv awareness

tics including Project 0CU

As part ol the implemen-
tation of the Mott MacDon-
ald blueprint, the Meghalaya
government distributed the
greenand blue bins for sepa-
ration o fwet and dry waste at
the household level. DETE-
MLCU students conducted
locality-wise and door-to-
door campaigns to generate
awareness for the same in
Shillong City, as partoftheir
internship programme. With
experiential learning being
a key component of MLCU
education, the involvement
of the students in field-based
activities is recorded and
credited as a part of their
degree programmes. For
our Gen-Z MLCU students,
participation in Project OCU
activities isa different learn-
ing experience, they conic in
contact with individuals and
groups from different walks
of life sharing the com-
mon concern for our rivers
and waste management and
Mother Nature in general.

Recently after a Project
OCU activity, a student took
some photos of the garbage
dumped in the river and
put them up on her social
media posts with the cap-
tion, "Balci ki bricvv kim
pyrkhat, kim sngewthuh?"
(why don't people think or
understand) Isn't that what
Awareness is all about - a
future behavioural change
ina democracy?

With a Ministry and a
Department named Forests,
Environment and Climate
Change, both the Central
and State Governments arc
well aware of the challeng-
es related to waste man-
agement. Acts (and Rules
framed thereunder) have
been legislated and passed
Consumerism and Individu-
alism has marked ourancient
tribal society that we live in
today. The quantum o f waste
generated has multiplied. O f
course, dustbins and landfills
arc necessary now but they
cannot be the all-time an-
swer to our waste problems
What we need to think now
and act upon is “zero waste”
behaviour change and policy.
Reduce. Reuse. Recoverand
Recycle should be tlic mantra
for all. To conclude, why
just leave everything to the
government? Why can't we
as concerned citizens, indi-
viduals or informal groups
like Project OCU, do our bit
and be a part o f the solution
rather than the problem? It
is easy to rant but ranting
without lifting a finger to
help change things on the
ground is misplaced

(The writer teaches at the
DETE. MLCU. shillong.)
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o fthe past: the word broken is a necessity
ofthe present.”

Niccolo Machiavelli

The Shillong Times

Vol Ne:LXV\o.’60

iUimMVW MAN V02

Politics, Pawar play
WHEN a banyan tree falls, the earth shakes. It
is a debatable point whether the exit of veteran

poli

cian Sharad Pawar from the leadership

of his own Nationalist Congress Parly (NCP)
has created any shock within the party or in

Maharashtra. Pawar, through his seven decades

of political activism survived odds, ditched the
Congress, formed his own party, relumed to
the Congress, became Union minister, handled
key departments and then formed another parly

by rubbishing Sonia Gandhi. He had also func-
tioned as chief minister of Maharashtra. Even
in recent years, he straddled the politics in his

state with confidence and Haunted the ‘national’
character o fhis state-level party by questionable

methods that also formed a model for Mamata

Banereeand others to emulate. What they all had

was large stocks of money to splurge. Pawar is

now crest-fallen. His nephew is reportedly in a

mood to break the NCP and take away most of

its legislators to bargain for the CM’s post in

a new political alliance. Considering Pawar’s
advancing age and ill health, most M L Asofthe
party would likely side with the nephew. That
could leave Pewar’s daughter Supriya Sule too
in the lurch. She can neither disown her father

nor afford to lose her political clout.

Notably, regional satraps like Sharad Pawar
raised their heads only by taking advantage
of the weakening of the Congress party at the

national and state levels. Ideally, India should
have two national parties with matching might

so that the people will not be taken for granted.

On the other hand, ifa hotch-potch of regional
parties join hands and form the government at

the Centre, chances are that it would fall in a

matter of months. Such parties are not guided
by any ideology or acommitment to the nation.
Many of these are family enterprises and their

tendency is mainly to take a huge cut from every

government deal and create individual empires

of their own.

To cite one recent instance, Sharad Pawar ably
defended his nominee Anil Deshmukh, who as

home m

ter allegedly asked the Mumbai po-

lice to collectaid give him Rs 100crore as bribe
from bars in Mumbai every month. Prime Min-
ister Narcndra Modi once publicly called NCP
the Nationalist Corruption Party. Most regional
parties are encaged in a political circus without

aring. Note how Tclangana’s chief minister K

Chandrashekar Rao built the state secretariat in

the formatofamosque and named itafter Dr BR
Ambedkar. The elections there are eight months
away but he has shrewdly reserved the support

oftwo principal communities there. This is the

India of today

After Adani
episode what
next for
Opposition?

Editor,

After the report of SEBI
that wrong-doings related to
Adani Group require more
time and the Supreme Court
has allowed six months ex-
tension to submit the report,
now the question that arises
is what is in store for the Op-
position for the coming Lok
Sabha elections scheduled
for April 2024. Here it is
worth noting that two major
parties the NCPand TMC
arealready againstthe JPC. It
isagreed that state elections
are fought on local issues.
For example the Congress
won the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly clccticns on the
issue of implementation
of the Old Pension scheme.
The same may happen now
in Karnataka asscnbly elec-

tions as reportsare pouring
in. But in the parliamentary
elections voters give prefer-
ence to national issues as we
had seen in the last assem-
bly elections of Rajasthan
MP and Chattisgarh where
Congress won the assembly
elections but in the parlia-
mentary elections held just
aftera few months BJP won
almost all the scats

This time nei ing

Inclusivitv and diversity must be the core of new education policy

Both centre and the states should
build strong support system

The recentsuicide o f Dar-
shan Solanki.an 18-ycar-old
chemical engineering student
at the prestigious Indian In-
stitute of Technology (UT)
Bombay, belonging to a
Scheduled Caste (SC), has
once again sparked a debate
on caste-based discrimina-
tion in particular and inclu-
sion in general at prestigious
higher education institutions
(HF.Is) of the countr

The heart-wrenching talc
of Darshan's suicide is far
from an isolated occurrence.
Within the sphere of India's
higher education, the poi-
gnant narratives of Rohith
Vemula. a Dalit research
scholar at the University of
Hyderabad. Muthukrishnan.
also a Dalit research scholar
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity.and DrPayal Tadvi, a
medical student pursuing her
master's degree in Mumbai,
who belonged to the Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) Tadvi Bhil,
serve as sombre reminders
Each of these bright minds,
hailing from marginalised
communities, was driven to
the tragic decision ofending
their lives after enduring
relentless caste-based dis-
crimination at HEIs.

Even the ChiefJustice of
India. Dr D.Y. Chandrachud
expressed concern last month
at the pattern of students
from Dalit. Adivasi and other

t

By Dr Taniya Malik

factors might be based on
gender, caste, nice, religion,
socio-economic status, spe-
cial needs and place of resi-
dence. among other things.
Inclusion in higher education
demands that these factors
mustnot limitan individual’s
ability to access and pursue
higher cducatbn.

Lack of ac;ess to higher
education can have several
cascading effects, includ-
ing reduced earning poten-
tial. discontentment with
life, substance abuse, and
a greater reliance on public
assistance. Entry into quality
HEIs can open up a number
of suitable opwrtunities for
individualsand provide them
with a decent «tandard o f liv-
ing. Thus, inclusion today is
seen as a basic human need.

In the Indian contexi. the
discourse of social inclusion
in 1IHIs becomes all the
more relevant considering its
diverse population compris-
ing many different religious,
caste, cultural and linguistic
groups. Thus by virtue of
iits function as a public good,
higher education must reflect
the richness of this diversity
by being socially inclusive.

While access to highered-
ucation has in proved across
all segments of the Indian

g
top HEIs taking their lives.
The rampant suicides pre-
vailing amongst the mar-
ginalised communities at
HEIsisa symptom ofa larger
problem, which concerns the
often ignored but relevant
issue of'inclusion* in higher
education in India.

Caste-based discrimina-
tion exists not only among
students, but is also experi-
enced by faculty members
belonging to marginalised
or minority communities.
In 2019. it was reported that
when counted together. SCs.
STs.and OBCs make upjust
9 percent of the total faculty
at 1ITsand 6 percent at IIMs.
Similarly, the representation
of SCs. STs. and OBCs in
Ph.D. programmes at IITs
and 1Ms remains poor and
below the constitutionally
mandated norms. Thus, in-
clusion and lack of diversity
at Hl:ls in India are clcarly
pertinent issues that require
the immediate attention of
policymakers and academ-
ics.

Inclusion can mean many
things to different people. For
a layperson, inclusion could
mean a state o f being valued,
respected, and supported. Its
dictionary meaning is “the
action, practice, or policy of
including any person in an
activity, system, organisation
or process, irrespective of
race, gender, religion, age.
ability, etc.”

Particularly in the context
of higher education, inclu-
sion stands for continually
transforming the process of

i i insti-

a 2019 research
paper titled 'Equity and In-
clusion in Hither Education
in India’ from the Centre for
Policy Research in Higher
Education at the National
Institute o f Educational Plan-
ning and Administration
(NIEPA)hascomprehensive-
ly demonstrated that socially
and economically disadvan-
taged groups continue to lag
in their access to education
at IIEls. These inequalities
exist becausc of regional,
socio-economic and gender-
based considerations

In India, a preference for
urban areas feor the location
of HEIs has reinforced the
elite nature ofhigher educa-
tion. as physical distance is
a barrier for many people,
especially those from disad-
vantaged groups. This urban
bias has resulted in rural
urban disparities in acccss to
higher education.

Expanding higher educa-
tion in India has not elimi-
nated social inequities. Al-
though social inequalities in
access to higher education
have not . they

as per the NIEPA research
paper. Consequently, the
likelihood of enrolling in
HEIs in India continues to

suchaswomen, SCsand STs.
No clear guidelines arc laid
downto achieve higher GER
for women and SEDGs.
Regarding financial inclu-
sion. the NEP isby and large
silent on increasing public
il in higher educa-

be by
one’s economic position

The gender divide in ac-
ccss to higher education is
another instance of inequal-
ity. At the national level,
access to higher education
continues to favour men
(GER of 32.14 percent)
over women (GER 0f27.73
percent), notes the NIEPA
research paper. In addition,
women from lower castes ex-
perience more disadvantages
than those from highercastes
when it comes to acccss to
higher education.

In addition to the previ-
ously mentioned inequities,
it is also crucial to note
that disadvantaged socio-
economic groups experi-
ence unequal access to high-
value disciplines of study
like science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM). Accordingly, stu-
dents from privileged back-
grounds including men,
those from higher castes
and socio-economic classes,
and those who live in urban
areas, study STEM fields. In
contrast, those from socio-
economically disadvantaged
groups (SEDGs) and those
who live in rural areas arc
more inclined to study social
sciences and agriculture, in-
dicates the NIEPA research
paper.

The Constitution envis-
ages the formation of an
egalitarian Indian society.
Particularly. Articles 14. 15
and 160fit guarantee notions
of equality and inclusion.

iiquality has many dimen-
sions: social, political, gen-
der-based and economic. The
concept of equality adopted
under our constitutional
scheme is ‘equality amongst
equals’. Keeping these as-
pects of equality in mind,
the constitutional scheme
permits protective discrimi-
nation based on reasonable
classification in favour of a
class ofcitizcns deserving of
special treatment.

In the contextofinclusion
in education. Articles 15(4)
and 15(5) specifically make
provisions for the reservation
of seats forsocially and edu-
cationally backward classes
(SEBCsj. SCs and STs in

remain signifuant in contrast
to regional disparities. For
example, the gross enrol-
ment ratio (GER) of upper
castes is nearly twice that
of STs and 15 times that
of SC’s, as per the NIEPA
research paper. The GER
increases as tine progresses
up the caste hierarchy, dem-
onstrating graded access to
the resources required for
enrolment in IIEls.

Incomec levels are an-
other factor contributing

tutions to fulfd the needs of
everyone, especially those
belonging to marginalised
groups.

A number of individual
and socio-economic fac-
tors can hamper a person’s
ability to access and engage
in higher education. These

die outer world the reality of
Kashmir

Opposition parties have
dearth of leaders that can
pull a crowd whereas in the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
there are several such lead-
ers Itisachronic habitof the
Congress to make serious
mistakes during election-
eering. For example Con-
gress President Mallikarjun
Khadge ily used

country Pakistan is speak-
ing very highly of the Modi
Government on issues of
foreign policy as well as
inflation and distribution of
freebies which arc meant
for uplift of needy persons
and moreover the Indian
currency is very strong as
compared to Pakistan's
The G20 conference is
being held in India and 59
programmes of various na-
ture will be held in India and
almost all states and Union
teiiiloiics will be involved
in such programmes. In the
thirdweek programmes will
be held in Kashmir to show

the word 'poisonous snake'
for Modi and it appears that
this can prove fatal for Con-
gress just as the word Maut
ka Saudagar uttered by Sonia
Gandhi in Gujarat elections
hurt the Party. In the recently
held Gujarat elections Mal-
likarjun K ludge had used the
undesirable word Ravan for
Modi and Congress had to
suffer for the same

The Congress should
learn from the BJP how to
change the election scenario
in its Livinii and the picsent
example is of misappro-
priation of fund by Adani
whereas Congress miser-

to in access to
higher education, in addition
to social and regional group
differences. For instance, in
2014. the GER for those in
the group with the highest
monthly income was seven
times more .han that for
people in the group with
the lowest monthly income.

ably failed to raise the pitch
here. The first instance is of
bribe made in Bofors case
whereas till ciitc it had not
been proved :hat any Kick-
back was piid in the Bofors
deal but the Congress party
lost the parliament elections.
On this issue we can say that
the Congress party could
not defend its case before
the commori man of the
country. The second ease is
of huge loss to the country
inallotment of 2G spectrum
whereas there was no loss
ofany kind. And for that the
Congress party had to blame
themselves that they could
not defend their case before
the public

In the present political
scenario of the country there
is no political unity among
the different fartics. Yet it is
expected from these parties
that in the national interest
they should prepare a com-
mon minimum piogiaiiuiic.
Only a few. months arc left
before the parliamentary
elections anil strong pro-

in-
cluding HEIs.

In 2019. the Parliament
enacted the 103rd amend-
ment to the Constitution,
which inserted Articles 15(6)
and 16(6) that made way
for the reservation of seats

tion. which remains low in
India. This lack of invest-
ment can limit the access of
marginalised communities
to HEIs.

Further, the NEP’s em-
phasison online learning has
been criticised for potentially
exacerbating the existing
digital divide in India and
creating further learning bar-
riers for marginalised com-
munities. This is particularly
concerning as marginalised
communities often have lim-
ited acccss to the internet
and technology. Therefore,
one of the main criticisms
of the NEP is that it needs
to go further in addressing
the systemic exclusion of
marginalised communities
from higher education.

Individual incomes, na-
tional economic growth, and
the social well-being of all
citizens arc impacted by edu-
cation levels or lack thereof
The pursuit of education of-
fers everyone the possibility
to develop and raise their
prospects of success in life.
Given the importance o fedu-
cation. it is necessary to give
everyone a chance to pursue
their educational goals.

While there is no ques-
tion that there arc still geo-
graphical. social, economic
and gender disparities in
access to HEIs, the indica-
tor of access equality has
improved over time for all

roups.especially those from

(SI1X)

Pondering over
our Educational
System

By Dr Barnes Mawrie

“Education is a social
process; education isgrowth:
education is not a prepara-
tion for life; education is life
itself* (Jchn Dewey).

The 1,'tcst news on the
suicide cf ten students in
Andhra Pradesh two days
after the publication of the
Intermediate results, is a
matter o f great national con-
cern. Astudy done by NCRB
in 2021 shows that 13.089
students died of suicide
which is an increase from
12.526 in 2020. A large num-
ber ofthexc suicides are due
to failure in examinations.
Whenever results o f various
school and college examina-
tions or entrance tests etc.
are declared, we hear of
suicides by students who
could no’ make the grade.
This tragic phenomenon is
affivling our country man*
than elsewhere in the world.
Unfortunately, in spite of
the recurring mishaps the
government docs not seem
perturbed llow long should
we helplessly watch our
youth being plagued by this
fatal tendsncy?

The root cause of this
social problem that has taken
thousands o fyoung lives, is
closely liriked to the inability
to cope with the reality of
failure. li is a well known
fact that our present aca-
demic evaluation system is
examination based which
remainsa highly competitive
system. Cur studentsas well
as their parents and teach-
ers arc worried about "how
many marks the students
score.** Even within the

disadvantaged groups. This
impressive accomplishment
is reflected in the rise in the
GERs of students from SC.
ST.and OBC categories.

Specific policy interven-
tions are essential for mar-
ginalised groups to bridge
the existing gap in access
to HEIs. In order to achieve
this, several strategies recom-
mended in the NEP 2020 can
be helpful, such as increasing
financial aid and scholarships
for socio-cconomically dis-
advantaged students, mak-
ing the curriculum more
inclusive, creating bridge
courses for students from
underprivileged educational
backgrounds, strictly enforc-
ing no-discrimination and
anti-harassment policies in
HEIs. and raising awareness
of gender-identity and diver-
sity issues among faculty,
guidance counsellors and
students.

While the NEP has laid
the broadscheme for promot-
ing inclusion in HEIs, Union
and state must

in
including HEIs and public
appointments, of up to 10

focus on providing incen-
tives and support systems to

percent, forthe
weaker section of citizens,
based upon family income
criteria to the exclusion of
the classes that have already
received benefits o f reserva-
tion. which is SEBCs. SCs
and STs

While the NEP acknow!-
edges the need to promote
diversity and inclusion in
HEIS. it must provide con-
crete steps to address the un-
der-representation of certain
groups in these institutions.

grammes should be put up

before the public otherwise

this may be the third consec-

utive terms when there will

be no Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha.

Yours etc.,

Yash Pal Ralhan

Via email

Culture and

children

Editor.

| was aghast to see the
letter entitled “Protect the
Children” that appeared in
the Shillong Times on Apr
29, 2023. The hasty judge-
ment passed on the Dalai
Lama by the writer, John
Saitkhuid. is more befitting
of a kangaroo court or a pa-
triarchal khap panchayat. He
condemns a friendly interac-
tion between the Dalai Lama
and a young boy as akin to
a criminal act of pedophilia,
even though the informed
world has moved on from
the incident.

In response to the con-

ensure the rep of
SEDGs in higher education,
and address the underlying
issues of low public invest-
mentand die digital divide to
promote inclusion in higher
education in India. At the
same time, in alignment with
our constitutional mandate
HEIs must also reflect i
clusion and diversity while
recruiting faculty members
and admitting Ph.D. schol-
ars. (IPAService)
Courtesy: TheLeaflet

troversy. Tibetans have ex-
plained the phrase "che I
sa”. cat my tongue. It per-
tains to a common display
ofaffcction between Tibetan
elderly and children. A child
may go up to a grandfather,
and will kiss his forehead,
touch noses and kiss. Then
the grandfather says, i've
given you everything so the
only thing left is for you
to eat my tongue”. Tsering
Kyi. a Tibetan journalist,
hasexplained that the tongue
has several cultural connota-
tions: sticking out the tongue
is a sign of respect or agree-
ment. and these practices go
back to their folklore.
Theactofthe Dalai Lama
wasdone in plain view o fthe
public. Tibetans who were
standing around were smil-
ing since they understood
this gesture ofaffcction. The
Dalai Lama's office apolo-
gized mainly because the
Western picss played up this
innocent gesture. Many ofus
who have become Christian
and Westernized have lost

ie with
each other for higher marks.
The cultureof“tuition class”
is growing by leaps and
bounds a I because parents
want their children to score
higher marks. Itis pathetic to
see thate'en primary school
students or even tiny tots
arc deprived of their right
to daily recreation because
even afterschool hours they
are sent for tuition classes
Prior to public examina-
tions, students arc tortured
with extra classes in their
respective schools and col-
leges. The competition ma-
nia is affecting individual
students as well as the edu-
cational nstitutions them-
selves. Every school and
college tries to outshine the
other in tkeirquest for pres-
tige. The whole educational
system i literally caught
up in this rat race. In all of
this, the students continue
to be the helpless victims of
stress and tensions. There
are many ambitious parents
whosstretch die limit o f their
children's intellectual capac-
ity not realizing that they are
harming the mental health
of these youth. They keep
on indulging in "impossible
dreams” for their children
and in theprocessthey build
up more tension instead
With the introduction of
more and more competitive
examinations like theCUET,
CEE. AIEE. SEE and many
others (probably it would
take more than a page to
list dowi the number of
com petit vc exams in our
country).the mental tension
on our youth is growing

our own cultural lens and
tend to see the world through
Western mindsets.

Child rearing is heav-
ily intertwined with culture,
Eastern and tribal cultures
are collectivist and children
arc brought up with the
worldview that the family
and community arc more
important than the individ-
ual. Western culture is more
individualistic. A Western
notion of :hild development
is that children and even
babies, are made to sleep
by themselves, usually in
another room. In Eastern
cultures, children sleeping
with parents and siblings is
natural, aid serves the pur-
pose of closer bonding with
the family members.

The ajthor has quoted
from the Bible. The Bible
also says “spire the rod and
spoil the child*. This is an
injunction that reflects the
soeuil nouns o f tuil via. But
now many Western so-called
Christian countries have
laws prohibiting parents

dangerously. The question
we should ask is should
India keep on watching with
indifference while young
lives are being lost waste-
fully on a daily basis due to
these mental tortures?

Itis high time that the ed-
ucational department of our
country finds a permanent
solution to this problem.
Having known that the com-
mon factor for this national
tragedy is the competitive
evaluation system, we need
to think of an alternative
system. Competition always
leads to rivalry, individual-
ism. selfishnessand at times
dishonesty and cheating.
Apart from these, competi-
tion is the breeding ground
for mental tension and anxi-
ety. On all these counts, a

beneficial to our youth. If
education is intended to
foster values like altruism,
solidarity, honesty, justice
and peace, then competition
is the wrong pill. Perhaps
there is urgency to do away
with our present evaluation
system and put in its place
a more holistic and healthy
system. The exam-oriented
education should be replaced
by a knowledge-oriented
one. The present evaluation
system which is based on
scores alone lacks a holistic
approach to education. A stu-
dent's performance should
not be based on marks alone
but it should be an overall
evaluation of performance
in all sectors, intellectual,
psychological, social, cul-
tural. moral and spiritual. |
do not think that our present
education caters to these
needs apart from intellectual
formation.

When it comes to social
and cultural education Ican
boldly say from my experi-
ence that our system has
failed in fostering virtues
like civic sense, altruism,
eco-scnsitivity, cultural sen-
sitivity and intcrcultural
communication. With re-
gards to moral education it
suffices to look at the level
of corruption, dishonesty,
violence and crimes in order
to convince us of die dismal
performance of our educa-
tional system. It is often the
so called "well educated”
persons who arc at the helm
ofour state's aftairs, who are
perpetrators of such unethi-
cal behaviour. Theattempt to
suffronize education today,
namely, to idolize Hindu
culture and history, is going
to harm education further.
It is going to radicalize our
young citizens along reli-
gious lines, a perfect cocktail
for a national disaster.

We should all remember
that a classroom is a fac-
tory of citizens and that
speaks volume about its
importance. What sort of
citizens docs India want to
have today and in the future?
That would depend on the
quality of our educational
system. In conclusion let
mecite the great philosopher
Aristotle who had th is to say
abouteducation. “Educating
the mind without educating
the heart is no education
atall.”

from beating children, and
they can face imprisonment
for child abuse. How do we
reconcile these seeming con-
tradictions and challenges to
our long-held convictions?
As a retired professor of
pediatrics and a keen student
of child psychology and
development, we know that
child-beating by parents or
teachers causes psychologi-
cal trauma. The Trobrian-
ders. a tribe in the South
pacific do not believe in
beating or scolding children,
explaining that children are
innocent. 1 hope that in this
day and age. no one believes
that slapping and spanking
children actually helps their
development. Such thoughts
belong in the Dark Ages.
Yours etc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers'
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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#The oniy way to discover the limits
o fthe possible is to go beyond them into
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Arthur C. Clarke
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World Press Freedom Day,
Uneventful
MAY 3 is observed as World Press Freedom Day bui
as usual this day passes offuneventfully. World Press
Freedom Day was set aside by the United Naiions
with a purpose and that purpose is to raise public
awareness on the importance ofa free and fair press
which isintegral to the functioning o fdemocracy and
in ensuring the human rights of citizens. This day
is a reminder to citizens of democracies across the
world that a free press is the sine qua non for ensur-
ing transparency and accountability in governance.
Indeed, the pre”s exists to keep a constant vigil and
a tight leash on how elccted governments perform
their constitutional duties and deliver public goods.
However, this days is a caustic reminder to those in
government and the practitioners ofjournalism that
across South Asia today, particularly in Afghanistan.
Pakistan Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and even India,
journalists are being murdered, jailed for pointing
out the corruption of governments and also facing
censorship of various shades. There is a climate of
fearamongjournalists due to state intimidation. That
journalists continue to work in such an atmosphere
ofoppression should be a matter of concern not only
of the journalistic fraternity but of the citizenry as
well. Journalists after all serve the cause ofthe citi-
zens by bringing before them information on what
governments do; their acts of omission and com-
mission and their public spending. Writing truth to
power is the credo o fevery self-respectingjournalist
and media house. For this they often have to pay a

heavy price.

It would be fair to say that quite a good number
of media houses and publications today are playing
safe through self-censorship. It is also ironic that
the press fraternity have to fight their own battles
when it should be the citizens that should come to
the defence ofa free, fair and independent press.
The importance of press freedom cannot be over-
emphasized. It is only when citizens are informed
about the functioning ofa government that they can
make informed decisions particularly during elec-
tions. Besides, it is notjust the press that has to hold
those in power accountable. This critical role isalso

that ofcitizens.

The theme for this year's World Press Freedom
Day is. “Shaping a future of rights: freedom of
expression as the engine of other human rights.”
These words sound good on paper but trying to push
this agenda cannot be the brief of journalists only.
Unless the citizens rally round the practitioners of
journalism and stand shoulder to shoulder with them
when they face state reprisal for exposing comiption
and human rights abuses, press freedom will remain

only an ideal.

AAP’s lust
for luxury
unacceptable

Editor.

Aam Aadmi Party was
bom with professed auster-
ity. Fighting rampant cor-
ruption in Indian politics and
governance was its prime
motive. First initiated by
Anna Hazarc, the movement
was fully supposed by the
general populace, which was
later politically capitalized
by Arvind Kejrivval and his
colleagues. Soor: after the
2013 Delhi cleciii>n victory.
AAP ChiefArvin Kejrivval
thundered that his party col-
league would never take any
government-provided posh
bungalows. They would in-
stead prefer smalkr govern-
ment flats. It earned the party
more popularity by the day.
People thought that some-
thing extraordinary would
happen to the nation

Inthe initial days, without
any false show :nd pomp,
the Delhi CM andhis MLAs
were often seen even com-
muting by auto rickshaws
and mixing with every poor
person on the strcd. This fur-
ther helped the party win the
hearts of the underprivileged

in the capital city, besides
other top intellectuals in the
country. But, a few years
down tnc line, the thing has
seemingly turned topsy-
turvy. The blatantcorruption
and ostentation in the party
have seen many ofits MLASs
behind bars while others left
the Party in frustration.

As the arrest of Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia on charges of cor-
ruption in an alleged liquor
scam tarnished the party's
image, the recent news of
the extravagant renovation
ofthe CM's llouse left many
dumbfounded. "AAP’s RE-
VERSF DRIVE" (ST. April
28.2023). Brought forth first
by Times Now Navbharat,
the Delhi Chief Minister
has allegedly spent close to
45 crores in refurbishing his
official residence at Civil
Lines in New Delhi. This is
unacceptable to the general
masses. Over Rs 1crore was
spent merely on curtains for
the house, while interior
decoration gobbled up over
Rs 11 crore. A whopping
Rs six crore was splurged
on marble floor tiles. It is
alleged that the CM set his
eyes on curtains costing Rs
7,94,000 per piece and thus
ordered 23 pieces for the
entire set-up. The premium
‘Dior Pearl Marbles' were

A Cry For Help!

Location: IGP, Shillong,
Meghalaya; Numberofmin-
utes 1have beensitting idly in
this craniped taxi: 40 minutes
(+noted as | was returning
home from school one cold
winterafternoon). Returning
home without the unneces-
sary pamperofmy parents
pick me up from school these
past few months opened my
eyes to the horror of traffic
congestion in Shillong and
how awfully every student,
child, elder, worker, etc..
suffers from it. Fortunately,
afterour last midterm exams
in 2022, Class XI students
were required to prepare
a Project on Economics/
Statistics. The horrendous
flashbacks of being stuck in
traflic during exhausted and
lazy afternoons after school,
has led me to decide on the
topic-Traffic congestion in
Shillong City and Sugges-
tive Measures
with the hope of
finding possible
suggestive mea-
mucs dial would
decrease the
traflic conges-
tion in Shillong
cit

2

I'had handed
out to 50 stu-
dents within the
age range of 13-18 years, 50
questionnaires comprising
13 questions, provided with
multiple choices of answers
forthe com fort and flexibility
inanswering the given ques-
tions. Upon receiving all the
successfully answered ques-
tionnaires. | was startled at
the various responses of the
students, and soon realized
that the enemy was closer
than I thought. The enemy
isamong us. the enemy is us
and we decide the future of
the Fanh.

“Traffic congestion is
transport that is character-
ized by slower speeds, longer
trip times, and increased ve-
hicular queuing.” defined by
Google's Wikipcdia, leaves
a calm factual idea in our
minds o f what traffic conges-
tion is. However, if someone
woretoa;k mowhat i:; i
congestion, 1 would simply
show them the narrow wind-
ing roads of Laitumkhrah,
Police Bazaar, Garikhana.
Nongthymmai, Dhankcti,
Malki. Mawlai. etc: on or-
dinary weekdays in January.
February, March, and so my
point is made.

At present. Shillong is
reeling under the pressure o
daily trafficjams, to the point
when; the Meghalaya High
Court has sought a response
from the State government
The then Superintendent of
Police (SP)(Traflic) Shailen-
dra Bamaniya in an inter-
view had stated that roughly
50-100 vehicles are being
added on to Shillong roads
on a daily basis. He also
said, "Due to manpower
crisis, the Department is
facing some challenges. We
are trying to ease the traffic
congestion but lack embark-

g

brought all the way from
Vietnam tojazz up the house,
costing Rs 3.30 crores. How
could one reconcile that the
leader of frugality suddenly
chooses a wardrobe of Rs
1.41 crore while having a
taste for kitchen appliances
that touched 1.1 crore?

What is most unbecoming
is that all these extravagant
ideas occurred to the CM's
mind when the capital city
was "seriously plagued” by
COVID-19.

Asenior government em-
ployee from Delhi laments
on social media: “This is
how some of our leaders
shamelessly luxuriate on
the tax-payers’ hard-earned
money and cheat the gull-
ible public. This episode
has hurt Anna Hazarc and
his followers more than any
other."10ne wonders why the
party that promised to root
out corruption and uplift the
underprivileged so quickly
deviated to embrace the
life of luxury and opulence.
Some of our leaders may
fool people with their rheto-
ricand continue refurbishing
their hotises and what have
they, but will they ever be
able to "refurbish” their
guilt-filled hearts? No. not
atall. The lawsofkanna will
cut them down to size at the
end of the day. Moreover.

By lapltilaniewkor Thangkhiew

ing and disembarking points
and these points need to be
constructed”.

Traffic congestion is haz-
ardous to drivers, passen-
gers and pedestrians, a fact
confirmed by a personal
incident. To cut a long story
short, the packcd road of a
7:20 am Wednesday morn-
ing caused me a minor back
injury as the door ofa huge
car opened and bumped into
our two-whcekr. causing me
to fall flat on ny back upon
the coarse paved ground.
However, what was sadder
was not that ihe student of
the huge vehicle did not
apologize to me nor help
me up. but that one HUGE
vehicle only hid one student
passenger.

Let us take a look at the

Rox  prifkH Gl

statistics obtained from 50
questionnaire* distributed to
50 students

We now know that 22
commute by private cars,
which is a huge problem
since only 20% o fthe 50 stu-
dents stay Ihojr+away from
school, creating a confusing
imbalance. It is also seen
that the car-pool method of
commuting israrely used by
students. Car-pool reduces
fuel costsand Isa much more
environmentally friendly and
sustainable wty to commute
as sharing journeys reduces
air pollution, carbon emis-
sions. traffic congestion on
the roads, and the need for
parkingspaces. This analyses
clearly prove? that students
arc one of the major reasons
for traflic congestion during
early mominghours and late
afternoons.

An imporiant question
was also mentioned in the
questionnaire - “Do you
think traffic lights should
be placcd in Shillong?" The
majority answered with a
“Yes”, however, the remain-
inganswered “No” and were
required to provide a reason
for their choi;c. Their rea-
sons stand strong against
the majority as they stated
that, firstly, damaged roads
should be properly fixed, and
secondly the common mass
would hardly co-operate with
anon-living medium such as
traflic lights.

Weccan therefore conclude
that, on a reality check, traf-
fic congestion cannot be re-
duced by placing traflic lights
in the streets of Shillong as it
would take a few years for
it to become a habit and the
safety ofthe citizens too is at
risk. Instead, wc arc hoping

luxury is inherently illusive,

it's impermanent. It docs not

at all guarantee true peace

of mind, while integrity in

action and scrvice always

ensures both peace and bliss
here and hereafter.

Yoursetc.

salil Gewali,

shillong

Trimming the
bloated force

Fditor

The news caption titled
"With V RS. Assam packs oft
300 alcoholic cops' in a sec-
tion of media comes like a
breath of fresh air. Itiscom-
mon to notice that the Khaki
force notonly in Assam but
across the stiles suffer the
same syndrome. Take the
caseof Meghalaya where the
law enforcer* seem to be on
auto-pilot during coal auc-
tion. illegal transportation or
election rclat:d duties. Will
the Home Minister take a cue
from Assam on this issue?
The iron fistapproach by the
Assam government can draw

for proper, more efficient
traffic management system
and strict traffic police who
would guide the pedestri-
ans and vehicles around the
streets of Shillong. 46% of
the respondents have agreed
that a household should only
own two vehicles at the
most, while the remaining
are against this recommend-
ed regulation. A majority also
agreed that the loan facilities
offered by various banks lead
to an increase in the number
of vehicles in Shillong.

By the online statistics
ofan approved website, up-
dated on 31st March 2023,
there are 3.66.000 regis-
tered vehicles in the State
of Meghalaya. Surely, loan
facilities by banks are a
major cause for increase in

Q:'Hewar is yotr horns awayfrorr,
schoo' by o walking distonce?”

vehiclc population. The last
question o fthe questionnaire
was. “Are you aware of the
scrapping policy?” The ma-
jority responded with "No."
as expected since there have
been no such awareness
campaigns initiated nor no
such new policies by the
government.

India’s Vehicle Scrappage
Policy took cftcct from April
2022 with the objective of
phasing out old passenger
and commercial vehicles in
order to rcducc the rising
air pollution, and to increase
passenger, pedestrian and
road safety. With this new
policy imposed, we hope that
the masses use it to its full
potential, to not only help
in reducing the number of
vehicles butalso in reducing
the life- threatening rise of
pollution all over the globe
Reducing traffic congestion
should be the government's
and the citizens' top-of-thc-
list priority at present, not
only toavoid wastage o ftime
and risks to human lives but
also to reduce the impact to
the planet's health

Let us look into some
suggestive measures that
can reduce traflic conges-
tion: (i) Walking- If an in-
dividual slays at a walking
distance away from their
school, college or workplace,
we highly recommend them
to commute by walking as it
not only helps reduce traflic
congestion, but also guar-
antees them good health,
(ii) Car-pooling- Schools
should encourage parents to
send theirchildren to school
on car-pool. This method
saves fuel costs and greatly
reduces traflic congestion in
the mornings and afternoons.

take the front scat in profes-
sional departments like po-
licing where accountability
orownership ofwort; would
create trust amongst the
people whom they promise
to serve.

Michael Sheehan, author
of Crush the Cell during his
tenure as Deputy Commis-
sioner for Counter-Terrorism
at New York Police Depart-
ment created a right unit not
a massive sized unit.

Yoursetc.,
Christopher Gatphoh.
Shillong-10

Bamboo
mission

Fditor.

In 2020 when scientists
and experts on bamboo had
visited the state and met
officials related to the state
bamboo mission, the overall
summary thatcamc out from
the meeting was. that the
state would start to adopt
new learnings and incor-
porate models on bamboo

Of course, the car-pool fees
shall vary from person to
person, and thedistance from
school, (iiii) The co-operation
ofthegovernmentalong with
thecitizens* is highly needed.
In the previous months, we
have heard of actions that
the government is willing to
take to solve this crisis such
as introducing c-buscs for
school students

Now that a new govern-
ment is in place we. the citi-
zens of Shillong, have high
hopes ofa brighter future, a
better developed city, a safer
environment and a better
world to live in. We humbly
request the government and
the citizens ofthis small city,
to work together towards the
welfare of the state.

Inconclusion, the student
population using private ve-
hicles. arc major causes of
traffic congestion. However,
what if I told
you that we are.
indeed, the solu-
tionto itaswd I?
We, as iiifomictl
students about
the hazards of
traffic conges-
tion and how
the increasing
number of ve-
hicles gradually
destroy our green home and
its future, can work together
as one. As tenants of Farth
we hold a major responsi-
bility of saving the future
generations from a scorched
and barren planet.

Tliis quotation from the
First Brandt Commission
Report says it all  “Arc
wec to leave our successors a
scorched planet of advanc-
ing deserts, impoverished
landscapes and ailing en-
vironment?" The very sce-
nario brings shivers down
the spine. | dare you to be
a coward and a hero at the
same time. A coward, to let
the fear get to you, and find
its way to your mind, and a
hero, to use that fear as an
alibi, to take a step towards
whatwould be good foryou,
for us and for them, the fu-
ture homo oapicn:; that shall
fall under Farth's motherly
care yet again. 1dare you to
leave footprints on the streets
of Shillong, commute on
foot,join thatcar-pool: share
a seaton the public buses, re-
duce your carbon footprints
on Farth. Walk. if needed to
walk, run if needed to run.
Letuswalk the Dandi March
to freedom: freedom from
diseases and wars, pollution
and global warming- the real
enemies out there.

Let usjoin handsand sing
a peace song as wc create a
world which is a safe haven
for the future generations.
Take this write-up not as a
ranting ofa 17 year old. but
take is as a cry for help from
the Farth and a cry for help
from the future generations,

(The writer is a stu-
dent of Class XII Arts 'If
St.Anthonys Higher Second-
ary school. Shillong)

30-5Qmin*
1 hour*

had suggested that the Prad-
han Mantri Awaz Yojana-
Graniin could be "modified”
at the State level by making
the maximum utilization of
bamboo houses for the rural
poorwho had limited means
ofbuilding a house of their
own. This would require
mapping of bamboo clus-
ters for nurturing bamboo
nurseries and supplying top
bamboo wood quality under
the scheme which would be
economically viable, sus-
tainable and affordable and
also linked under the rural
housing subsidy of 35 per-
cent. Through affordable
bamboo housingwe can help
in mitigating natural calami-
ties. promote direct and in-
directemployment services,
sustain the ecosystem and
prevent wastage of bamboo
outside the state. However,
nothing much Irasbeen heard
since my exit from the MIG
but itis hoped thata second-
ary opinion and discussion
could be initiated under a
revised mission mode
Yours etc.
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Via email

apool of talcr.tod
who are well versed with
crypt-analysis, foreign lan-
guage skills combined with

pr through com-
munity managed bamboo
communities. In my report,
when I was with Meghalaya

strong cultural
Thoughtful leadership hasto

Institute of un-
der the flagshipof MBDA |

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not (hat of
TheShillong limes
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Bench ‘hunting’ continues to hound
delivery of justice and fairness

Justice Joseph’s lament
must lead to serious
judicial introspection

By K Raveendran

Five >ears after the his-
torical ‘mtional duty’ press
conference by fourjudgesal-
leging undesirable practices
including ‘bench hunting’,
the problem continues to be
the bane of Indian judiciary.
All the four judges have
retired a long time ago but
many of Ihe problems they
raised persist, undermin-
ing people's faith in the
system.

Bench hunting works
both wa*s. sometimes in
looking for pliable benches
and at other times in avoid-
ingjudgesor benches whose
perceived independence can
be detrimental for the inter-

ests ofthose who wantjudg-
ments to 50 a certain way. It
was only the other day that
Justicc K M Joseph, hear-
ing Gujarat riot rape victim
Bilkis Bano's petition chal-
lenging the remission ofjail
term ofconvicts by the state
government, along with fel-
low judge B V' Nagarathna,
expressed anguish at the way
the proceedingswere sought
to be thwarted on behalf of
the convicts through what
senior counsel Indira Jaising
described as bamboozling
tactics.

“It is apparent that the
counsel appearing for the
convicts do not want this
hearing to take place. Every
time the natter will be called
up. one person or the other

ous. He has been credited
with several judgments of
far-reaching political impli-
cations. including his 2016
ruling which struck down
President’s Rule in Uttara-
khand and paved the way for
Harish Rawat-led Congress
government to come back to
power. Justice K M Joseph's
rulings have set important
precedents in a variety o far-
eas. from constitutional law
to civil liberties to environ-
mental protection to human
rights. Mis judgments have
had a profound impacton the
Indian legal system through
his pattern-based judgments.
Mis judgments have been

characterized by a focus on
the larger picture, rather than
on the individual facts of a
ease. This approach has en-
abled him to make decisions
that are more consistent with
the principles ofjusticc and
fairness

Justicc Joseph’s strong
stance on hate speech, call-
ing ita ‘cancer’ that mustbe
eradicated from socicty. will
be considered a landmark
in judicial activism. In a
recent ruling. Justicc Joseph
declared that hate spccch is
a serious threat to the social
fabric ofour nation and that
it must be addressed with
utmost urgency and that the
government must take steps
to ensure that hate speech is
not tolerated in any form

“The bench o fJustices Joseph and

Nagarathna issued notice to the Union

government and the state government, calling

for all ihe relevantfiles, but both governments

failed to do that, saying they were planning to

move apetitionfor reviewing the decision. ”

will com; and say that he
needs tin*: to filea reply. Itis
more than obvious,"” Justice
Joseph said. "It is somewhat
clearwha: is being attempted
here. It is obvious, rather
more than obvious, that you
all do not wantthe hearing to
be conducted by this batch.”
the judge whose last work-
ing day is set for May 19
before th; court closcs for
summer vacation, said in
frustration

It was the bench headed
by Justice Joseph that admit-
ted Bilkis Bano's petition,
after the Supreme Court
itself had rejected several
other similar pleas chal-
lenging the remission ofjail
sentence oftheconvicts. The
bench o fJustices Joseph and
Nagarathna issued notice to
the Union government and
the state government, call-
ing foral the relevant files,
but both governments failed
to do that, saying they were
planning to move a petition
for reviewing the decision.
Butgiven thatJusticc Joseph
i set to retire before the pe-
tition is liken to its logical
conclusion, solicitor gen-
eral Tushar Mehta informed
the court that the records
would be produced before
the court.

Why the governments
want to avoid Justice Jo-
seph’s bench is quite obvi-

The ruling is particularly
significant as hate speech is
being increasingly used to
incite hatred and violence
against people based on
their race, religion, gender,
or other characteristics.

It is high time the Su-
preme Court addressed at-
tempts by perpetrators to
subvert due process of law
by misusing the court’s le-
niency and rules of proce-
dure to restore the faith and
confidencc of citizens in the
country's judiciary. A case
before the highest court of
the land involving the pos-
sible trial of a serving chief
minister has been continu-
ously postponed for the 33rd
time on one pretext or the
other, raising serious doubts
about the independence of
thejudiciary. Itis not enough
that justicc is done, it has
to be seen to be done if the
judiciary expccts people to
have faith in it. While there
is an obsession on the part
of ail concerned about the
rights of the defendants,
the same consideration is
often denied to the victims,
making the entire system
lopsided. Itis high time this
aberration is corrccted so
that the highest judiciary
performs the exalted role
that people expect it to play
in the interest o fjusticc and
fairness. (IPA Service)
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Sports and politics
NATIONAL life is increasingly being gripped
by a sense cf despondence and the society is
surprisingly acting numb even in situations of
grave provocations. The complaint and street
protests in the national capital by seven ace
wrestlers against “prolonged sexual harassment”
by Wrestling Federation of India’s presidentand
BJP memberof Parliament from Uttar Pradesh,

Bhushan Sharan Singh, might perhaps be

the tip of the iceberg. The protests over the past
12 days camc as a bombshell on the sports bod-
ies as a whole and have exposed theirunderbelly.
The Modi government is in the dock for its
abjcct failure to comprehend the gravity of the
situation. It has responded to the complaints ina
routine manner by ordering an inquiry in January
last and issuing an advisory to sports bodies to
strictly adhere to the guidelines governing their
functioning. It isrefusing to arrest Brij Bhushan
and take him to task. The Supreme Court is sat-
isfied with tlx; fact that an FIR has been lodged

against the accused.

In between, the panel headed by Mary Kom
did ajob by squarely pointing out to the gov-
ernment that the internal complaints commit-
tee as mandated by the Prevention of Sexual
Harassment Act 02013 is not functional in the
wrestling body. This also led to a realization
that such a mcchanism is defunct in most such
national-level entities. While rules are framed
and laws enacted with commendable serious-
ness by governmentsand legislative bodies, the
problem lies in the lack of seriousness in their
implementation. As a result, the situations keep
worsening, rather than improving.

Coming to the crux of the problem, the in-
stallation o fwayward politicians at the head of
every sports entity has been a practice for long.
That they rubbish these entities is evident also
from the way the most populated nation of 1.40
billion is putting up a pathetic show at every
Olympics oreven in the Asian Games and the
CWG. And. the scam that the political bosses
perpetrated n the Commonwealth Games in
Delhi is fresh in everyone's mind. That the
Congress governments started the practice of
installing po iticians at the head of such sports
bodies should not have been an excuse for
the NDA to carry such unacceptable systems
forward. Instead, at the first opportunity. Amit
Shah's son Jay Shah was brought into command-
ing positions* in cricket bodies like BCCI and
ACC. Such positions involve huge income and
power equal to a minister. The misuse of such

authority by a ‘cri

inal' like Brij Bhushan has

come to such a pass that the nation now hangs

its head in shame.

Protect
children across

cultures
Editor,

| had written a letter to
your esteemed daily titled
“Protect the Chidren' which
was published oti 29th April
2023, wherein 1tad advocat-
ed that wc must respect the
personal space* and physi-
cal boundaries of children,
precisely bccausc we do not
know the heart and intent of
a man. | had staled that love
and innocence cannot be a
license to invade the spacc
of another human being. |
kid written this i light ofthe
recent controversy courted
by the Dalai Lama in his
interaction with i young boy.
My contention isthat even if
the gesture was innoccntand
non-scxual. physical bound-
aries and spaces must be up-
Ik ldbecause wedo not know
the heart 03 man. 1certainly
do not hold the Dalai Lama
as infallible, nor do | the
Pope o fChristianity, norany
man. So.wc should be on the
safe side ofthe children first,
rather than any man. This
should be the precedent in
human behaviour, especially
in light o f worldwide abuse
ofchildren, by family mem-
bers. by religious leaders, by
organised pacdcphilic rings,
by even local prostitution
ring as we have witnessed

in recent years.
owever. Glenn C.
Kharkongor. through his
letter titled "Culture and

children’ (ST May 3.2023)
has stated that he was aghast
by the precedent that | pro-
osed through my letter.
1 equated my views to a
“"kangaroo court or a pa-
triarchal khap panchayat.”
This is not an argument
but an ad homincm attack
against this writer. Well, the
behaviourofthe Dalai Lama
was in the court

Substance abuse among youth:
We can be part of the solution

Ai dusk, as wc were re-
turning from work, a few
youth were standing on
the roadside and smoking
weed (marijuana). We could
sense that they were enjoy-
ing themselves. Wc only
glanced at them and went
dong. However, this incident
kept us thinking and raised
a lot of questions where
we discussed what we saw,
the very next day at work.
Were they regularly smoking
weed? Arc thev also doing
other drugs? What arc their
life situations? Can wc do
something about it?

Dmg abuse is becoming
a grave problem both in
urban and rural Meghalaya.
According to the National
Survey on Extentand Pattern
of Substance Use (2019),
the number of people who
inject drugs in Meghalaya are
11.420 with many unrcported
cases. The problem is inten-
sified with drug use being
linked to sex work and high
risk activities such as inject-
ing dmg use and sharing of
such equipment that can re-
sult in public health epidem-
ics such as HIV, Hepatitis B

By Marbabiang Syiemlieh &
Ibasaralyne Thabah Synthiang

not even considered asa drug
by these children and youth
who are into substancc use.

Why do these adolcscents
get into drugs? The contrib-
uting factors ofsubstance use
among adolescents and youth
arc firstly.a ‘broken family’
The family asa basic unit is
supposed to be a safe haven
for children jnd youth. All
these drug users who wc
intcractcd with reported that,
they conic from broken fami-
lies. where there is no close
child to parent relationship
sincc their parents are always
preoccupicd Hence they
never felt love, attachment
and bonding even though
they may be living under
the same ro>f. Although
their basic needs are met the
youth said that motivation
and attachment were absent
and that pushes these youth
to substitute that craving for
love with suh'iaruvs instrad
Many of these youth men-
tioned that their parents arc
also

and C, sexually
diseases and other blood
borne viruses (The Megha-
laya Drug Abuse Prevention
Policy. 2020). In a study
conductcd by NACO (2014-
15), it was reported that the
meanageo fintravenous dmg
users (IDUs) was 26 years
of which a majority (59%)
of them were in the age
group of 25 -34 years with
a literacy rate of 87.7%. In
terms ol occupation. 20.6%
are unemployedand 15% are
students.

Wc have to rccognize
that adolescents and young
adults are vulnerable to dmg
use. Meghalaya has drafted
the Meghalaya Youth Policy
2021, a great milestone, as
the growth and develop-
mentofyouth has often been
side-lined. The rationale for
having the Youth Policy is
to recognisc the potential
and contribution of youth
to the development of the
state. Having said this, youth

they regularly witness fights,
arguments and violence be-
tween their parents. The
perception of these youth is
also distorted. Many times,
they think that it is alright to
try ‘alcohol and drugs at an
early age. as they see their
role models at home abus-
ing substances. As parents,
we often forget that children
model our behaviour.
Secondly, the easy ac-
cessibility to substanccs is
another contributing factor.
The youth said there was no
obstacle or hindrance in ac-
quiring drugs whenever they
needed them. Drugs are eas-
ily available in the city: drug
peddlers arc everywhere.
While the gereral presump-
tion is that substanccs are
expensive, the fact is that
these adolescents and youth
despite their bw socio-cco-
nomic positions still manage
to acquire them. Further, ad-
olescents and youth who are
substance resort

transit major the
grow from childhood to au-
tonomy and to responsible
adults Many an* at risk of
ill-fated social issues of the
society, one among these is
vulnerability to illicit drug
abuse.

Wewanted to delvedeep-
erinto this reality o fdrug use
and abuse. Hcncc. we arc
thankful to few organisations
in Shillong working with
drug users who helped ar-
rangea few interactions with
them and their peer educa-
tors. These interactions gave
us broad insights into the
lives of these young people
who are drug-dependent.
We found that initiation into
drugs was as cariy as 12 or
13yearsofageand the high-
risk groups arc around 14
t0 16 years of age. discount-
ing tobacco use (smoke and
smokeless) as nicotinc was

but which is not an argu-
ment against the precedent
of respecting the spacc of

them

Westernized” mindsets. But
while he is doing so. he is
in a sense, proposing an

of public opinion, on the
basis of collcctive morality
and decency. Butof course,
collcctive morality and de-
cency is beneath the wisdom
of "the informed world,"” to
quote Kharkongor. And what
is patriarchal about uphold-
ing the physical boundaries
ofchildren? Hie word Tatri-
archy* is often used in public
debates torefer toa structure
that allows men to dominate
women. Now. Iwould like to
ask Kharkongor. what does
the debate about Patriarchy
have to do with my letter?
He is simply taking the word
‘Patriarchy’ and labelling it
on to this writer, and apply-
ing all the modern negative
connotations o f the word on
to this writer, which ends
up being incoherent, if not
dishonest. It is a logical fal-
lacy. Protecting the personal
spacc of children should be
a universal principle ofany
healthy social structure, be it
patriarchal or otherwise.
Cut to the chase. 1 will
only conclude that Kharkon-
gor does not sec his own
inconsistency. He is ap-
pealing to ‘culture’ and ‘tnc
informed world’ which is ait
appeal to authority no doubt.

approach, in
that if it is culture specific,
then it is not wrong, even
if it is against collcctive
morality and decency. What
can be more collcctivist than
protecting children cross-
culturally? Shall we give
each culture a certificate of
approval, for its own sake?
Whatis truly progressive and
collectivist is to transcend
culture, and protect the chil-
dren cross-culturally

Lastly. Kharkongor quot-
ed the Biblical proverb,
'spare the rod and spoil the
child' and showed how it

If Christian countries can
outlaw child beating, why
can wc notcondemn any act
which violates the physical
boundaries of children, just
because it is specific to East-
cm culture or tribal culture.
Or is anything Christian and
Westernautomatically an un-
informed and individualistic
view, while anything Eastern
or tribal is therefore to be
accepted in the name of be-
ing culturally informed and
in the name o fcollectivism?
This is akin to reverse rac-
ism. but in a cultural sense.
My proposition therefore

to anti-social activities such
as stealing and shoplifting
in order to finance their drug
needs. Such delinquencies
arc not considered wrongdo-

through online games, music,
movies result in violent and
aggressive behaviour as well
as ingraining lax and non-
chalant attitude to dmg use.
sexual relationships, suicidal
thoughts and even attempts
to hurt oneself

Despite these contribut-
ing factors to substancc use.
many families arc still in
denial of their child's depen-
dency on the substance(s)
due io stigmatisation and

reational activities so that
youth can have some leisure
after school or college hours
rather than being held cap-
tive by their mobile phones
and getting hooked to online
games which has already
affected their physical and
mental health.

Some initiatives that can
be taken up as per recom-
mendations provided by sub-
stancc dependent individuals
arc to develop social compe-
tence and critical conscious-
ness among youth through
training programmes so as to
prevent early initiation into
dmgs. . regular

socictal discr . un-
fortunately, in a few com-
munities. ostracization of
individuals and families who
use illicit substanccs results
in disciplinary action taken
up by the youth group or
the Dorbar Shnong. There is
also complete ignorance that
substancc use is an illness.

home visits by key repre-
sentatives in the community
without being judgmental
or biased and training for
parents* training is a must to
prevent dmg abuse among
children and youth

For parentsand elders that
arc dmg'alcohol dependent,

This makes
dependents become victims
of superfluous physical vio-
lcnee thinking that this: s the
right way to turn them into
law-abiding citizens and stop
them from using substanccs.
Moreover, it is distressing
to leam that few communi-
ties are in denial about the
number of youth who arc
substance users within their

in nearly all communities
across the globe there exists
class discrimination and the
society in Meghalaya is no
different. Irrespective of is-
sues. people from low socio-
economic backgrounds have
been treated callously by-
society. Similarly, the youth
from such backgrounds who
are substancc users arc be-
ing vilified and stigmatised,
and more often than not. left
without any support

These daunting findings
arc harsh realities of many
youth in Shillong. As a soci-
ety arc we prepared to take
positive action before our
youth reach the depths of

they
treatment rates for rehabilita-
tion and detoxification and
even free treatment for those
belonging to households
living Below- Poverty Line.
Besides, vocational training
and employment avenues for
recovered addicts, spiritual
awareness, training forcom-
munity members about the
illness and related interven-
tions, healthy vigilance by
community groups through
provision of help, instead
of punishment, and setting
up more Drop-In Centres
(DICs) in other districts,
sincc most arc concentrated
in and around Shillong are
essential interventions to
curband support our youth.

In the present scenario,
we hope for government sup-
portto tacklc this problem as
Meghalaya has its own Dmg
Abuse Prevention Policy,
2020. Further, in January
2023. the Meghalaya Cabinet
passed the Drug Reduc-
tion Elimination & Action
Mission (DREAM) with a
mission to builda Dmg Free
Meghalaya by leveraging
the culture and communities

despair? These
users arc crying out for help
and don’t want someone
else to be in their shoes
They actually crave for love
and understanding and want
their parents to understand

ings in their ninds as long
as they arc able to obtain the
substances.

Thirdly, peer influence to
casually try and initiate dmg
use is another factor contrib-
uting to the rite of substancc
usersamong adolescents and
youth. The youth mentioned
that they actually felt quite
good if they could persuade
another peer into substancc
initiation. It tikes only two
to three days for the body to
start craving for the drug and
within a week of daily use
one becomes dependent.

Fourthly, the media has
had negative effects on ado-
lescents. Long hours of ex-
posure to unlvalthy content

is - let us protect the physi-
cal boundaries and personal
spaces ofall human beings,
especially th; children. Let
this be the precedent in hu-
man behaviour, and let this
precedent transcend culture
Eastern or Western. Chris-
tian or tribal Let us. as hu-
manity. be on the safe side of
ourchildren first No man is
infallible, no- any culture.
Yours etc..
John Saitkhuid,
Shillong

Respect all
sections of

society

Editor,

Apropos of the letter by
Caldwell Manners. “Dehu-
manizing language pertain-
ing to the Hankers’situation
in shillong” (ST April 28,
2023). 1am appalled to sec
that the writer has given
importance D the language
and choice ofwords used by
the Federation of Shillong
Hotels but ccmplctcly over-
looked the harassment and
agony caused to the public
by the unregulated capture
of spacc by hawkers in the
prime hubs of the city

The current state of af-
fairs is so atysmal that pe-
destrians are literally left
with no footpaths or roads
to walk on in the streets of
Laitumkrah. Police Bazar,
Motphran. etc. In some areas
of the street people cannot
even cross theroad as haw k-
crs have completely over-
taken the sarrc without even

p and psy-
chological changcs they un-
dergo during the stage of
addcscence. Many of them
said. “My mother/ father docs
not understand me”. This is
acommon phrase uttered by
almost cvcty adolcscent.
Perhaps education for
parents on parenting skills
and the significance ofcom-
munication in the family
arc imperatives. The need
of the hour is to start family
conversations by providing
a non-threatening space for
children and youth to freely
share their concerns and
the pressure they experi-
ence. There is great need
to promote sports and rec-

leaving a passage. If this is
the plight of normally-abled
citizens, it gives me goosc-
bumps to even imagine how
diffcrently-abled citizens
like blind and lame people
would be able to negotiate
this traumatic state ofafl'airs
every single day in Shillong
Afterall, just like the hawk-
ers. they too arc our equally
respectable citizens, and
wc must "make room for
everyone in the city.” as Mr
Caldwell rightly asserted.

Regarding the criticism
towards the Federation of
Hotels, it is an open secret
that Tourism is now the
mainstay of our economy
and also the biggest con-
tributor tojobcreation inour
state. There arc numerous
small hotels, guest houses,
and homcslays being run all
around the state, which give
entrepreneurial benefits to
thousands of households all
around only because Megha-
laya is blessed with phenom-
enal natural beauty. I'hc least
we can be responsible for is
to keep our streets, roads,
rivers, etc.. clean and decon-
gested to avoid making it a
deterrent for tourists to come
to our state. And while the
Federation openly accepted
that they are not against the
hawkers in any manner, all
they wanted was to appeal
for a separate "Hawkers'
Market," which makes it a
win-w insituation forall and
helps the heart of the city
regain its lost glory even as
it is gasping for breath at the

ment

Interestingly, while some

through a multi
dinated strategy to eliminate
the incidence of substancc
use in the state.

Let us unite with a com-
mon purposi* and art in our
own homes and communi-
ties. Let us start these conver-
sations about how we could
support families and youth.
These arc not far fctched.
Discussions on this issue
with parents is attainable,
if and only if communities
come together to intervene
for the welfare ofour youth
"Motivation can heal the
person. Love can heal the
person. Unfortunately, these
are absent in many of our
contemporary families”, The
crux of the matter trnly is
to provide a safe, loving
and healthy family environ-
ment.

(The writers atv faculty
ofthe Schoolo fSocial Work.
Martin Luther Christian
University)

sections in the government,
judiciary, lawyers and intel-
lectuals advocate for the
rights and livelihood of
hawkers, there is absolutely
no one talking about the
misery of the shopkeepers
who pay high rent, taxes,
donations, take licenses,
providc employment versus
licii sclf-imH>>cd neigh-
bours who arc not only Irec
from all such compliances
but sometimes also reluc-
tant to even spare a straight
passage for the shops to let
theircustomers walk in. The
outer area of their shops
is completely ransaeked
and held lo ransom, but
they compromise with the
hawkers each and every day
just to maintain a peaceful
atmosphere to run their busi-
nesses. Henee. whenwe talk
about respectful room for
all sections of society, wc
should see the biggerpicture,
work in the larger interest o f
the common public, and not
be paranoid about the inter-
ests of a particular section
On the basis of these points |
urge upon the Government to
swiftly implement the Cen-
tral act on the said subjcct
with reference to High Court
orderof 2022
Yours etc.
Name withheld on request
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Sharad Pavvar’s planned resignation
aimed at dissenters in NCP

The Maratha strongman
has emerged stronger to
keep MVA united
By Tirthankar Mitra

Al his life. Sharad Gov-
indrao Pawar has been his
own man. 3¢ it walking out
of Congress when defying
Gandhi family was consid-
ered to be political suicide
or comingout in support of
top notch industrialist Gau-
tam Adani recently thereby
mnning th; risk of fractur-
ing anti-BJP alliance, the
Maratha strongman has been
known for his out o the box

supremo Bal Thackeray and
Sonia Gandhi too

Pawar has used it ef-
fectively to divert atten-
tion from NCP's intra-party
squabbles. The resignation
was aimed to scotch the
rumour that NCP is head-
ing for a split. Pawar has
put in place his nephew
Ajit Pawar who nutscs the
ambition of being the chict
minister or at least the NCP

“His resignation has put the entire ipiantum of
support endsympathy o f NCP activists in Pawar's
kitty. A dissident who defectsfrom NCP now or
tries to upstage Pawar will consign himselfto
political wilderness and get the /tarty supporters’
wrath as a bonus thanks to the emotional button
the NCP chiefhaspressed. Pawar hits thrown
dow<t the gauntlet to likely challengers. ™

decisions

The decision of step-
ping dowri as the chicf of
Nationalisi Congress Party
(NCP) is in keeping with
Pawar’s past actions which
for good or bad have kept
him in the limelight. Amidst

wails of his party activists to
reconsider his decision, the
man from Baraniati has letit
be know n tfiat his decision to
step down as the head hon-
cho of the outfit he founded
is not yet fnal.

This is what makes Pawar
the shrewdest politician
around. He has not closed
the door 0" the passageway
leading to the chair of the
NCP chief and embarked
into a journey to political
sunset. Tlk door has been
Kept ajar. Pawar can take the

chicf. How was the junior
Pawar to know that after
having accepted his uncle's
resignation, he (Ajit) would
end up asjust one of the 15
committee members tasked
with finding out his uncle's
successor?

His resignation has put
the entire quantum of sup-
port and sympathy of NCP
activists in Pawar's kitty. A
dissident who defects from
NCP now or tries to upstage
pawar will consign himself
to political wilderness and
get the party supporters'
wrath as a bonus thanks to
the emotional button the
NCP chicf has pressed.
Pawar has thrown down the
gauntlet to likely challeng-
ers. But they are loath to
pick it up.

“On the surface. Pawar awards
himselfwith the status 0 fNCP's
chairman emeritus. Together with it.
he remains a rare leader who does not
care to cling to the leadership o fa political
outfit he hasfounded.Thereby, Pawar assigns
more elbow roomfor himself. ”

scatin NCPthat is rightfully
his at any moment. Now
his decision keeps his allies
and opponents guessing. It
is worthwhile to look into
the reasons which prompted
Pawar's decision sending
NCP in a tizzy.

A group of NCP leaders
reportedly in touch with the
BJP are targeted by Pawar’s
decision to resign. He seeks
to single out those who
would raise even the feeblest
voiccsofprotest to his resig-
nation decision. Afterall. the
last thing these persons will
wish for is Pawar's continu-
ance as th; NCP supremo
Small wonder, they will not
be among die lead singers in
the chorus *sking him to slay
back in his post.

Sharad Pawar's nephew
Ajit Pawar's name figures
high in the list of those sus-
pected to be in touch with the
saffron camp. There are oth-
ers too with hintand were re-
ported to b; chalking out the
outlines ofa bloodless coup
following which it would be
Aijit Pawar who would be in
NCP's driver's scat.

Resignation is a tried and
tested instrument that politi-
cians. especially veteran
leaders use at the time of
rebellion in the party ranks.
One recalls similar efforts
by Janata Dal leader and
Karnataka chiefminister Ra-
makrishna llcgde, Shiv Sena

Thus Pawar’s resignation
retains for him the attribute
which friend or foe will nev-
er find wanting in him. He
remains a game changer.

On the surface. Pawar
awards himself with the
slatr. of NCP's chairman
emeritus. Together with it
he remains a rare leader
who does not care to cling to
the leadership of a political
outfit he has founded.

Thereby. Pawar assigns
more elbow room for him-
self. Moreover, he envelops
himself in a halo which
would give him greater grav-
itas in negotiating with non-
BJP parties before next year's
Lok Sabha polls. Pawar's
resignation elevates him
from the position and status
ofa one party supremo. He is
placed in the unique position
of a statesman.It remains to
be seen whether Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), the Opposi-
tion alliance which Pawar
has cobbled together can
weatherthe churning within
the NCP. His challenge now
will be to convince his fol-
lowers to stay the course

The out of the blue an-
nouncement of Pawar's
stepping down camc at the
rclcascofhis autobiography
“Lok Majc Sangati” (People
arc my friend). In sum, his
decision has ensured that he
remainsa man of the people.
(IPA Seri'ice)
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Manipur in flames
IT takes only a small spark to create a bonfire in
states where inter-tribal rivalries arc embedded in
their histories. What happened since May 3, last
was impregnated for several months if not yeans.
Thereare certain intrinsic geographical and histori-
cal anomaliesthat arc seemingly too late to correct.
The Imphal valley where 67% of the population
resides, mainly the Meitci people who make up
53% of the population is an oval shaped valley
measuring approximately 2238 sq km in a total
land area 0f22.347 sq km. This means that 67 %
percent of people live in 10% of the geographical
area of Manipur whereas 90% is the hilly region
where the tribals comprising Nagas, Kuki- Zomi
people have lived for centuries. The Meiteis ad-
opted the Vaishnavism fonn of Hinduism in the
18th century. It is for this reason that the Meiteis
are not consicercd Scheduled Tribes despite being
of Tibcto-Burman origin like the other tribes oc-

cupying Manipur.

In March (his year the single bench ofthe Ma-
nipur High Court acting on a petition for including
Meiteis in the list of Scheduled Tribes directed the
State Government to begin the process and write to
the relevant authorities so the matter can be taken
up by the Union Government and passed by Par-
liament. Thiswas what inccnscd the tribals whose
grouse is thatall development has happened in the
Imphal valley: all institutions of higher learning
including the Manipur University, the Regional
Institute of Medical Science (RIMS) and the Cen-
tral Agricultural University are in Imphal Valley
thereby providing more acccss to higher education

to the Meiteis.

Another trigger point is the attempt by the State
Government lo identify what it calls the illegal im-
migrants whoare basically of Kuki-Chin origin and
who have close ethnic ties with the Kukis residing
in Churachandpur area. On May 2, Manipur Chief
Minister Biren Singh also announced that the Inner
Line Permits to Manipur would now include the
face rccognitian system since the number of illegal
immigrants has gone up and about 410 Myanmar
nationals without valid documents were in jail.
This did not go down well with the Kukis as their
ethnic brethren were being considered refugees.
What has irked the Kuki people however is that
the Government has surveyed the forest areas
which are inherently owned by the tribals. with
the intent of converting them to reserved forests
without any process of consultation. Also the
Manipur Government intends to expand the area
under marijuana cultivation as the Government is
in the process of legalising it tor use in medicinal
and industrial purposes. Government is also aware
that large hectaresarc under poppy cultivation, the
raw material foropium and intends to put an end to
this. Many drug lords would be affected if that hap-
pens so this isalso at the root of the conflict. How
the conflagration started is bccausc of a solidarity
march by tribal students* bodies in the hill districts.
The violence started when some miscreants burnt
a portion of the Anglo-Kuki War Memorial gate at
Churachandpjr. The tension persists with no sign
ofany peace committees coming forward to douse

the fires of hatred.

Call for peace

Editor.

livery day since May 3
wec have been (tearing the
news of violcnee in Manipur
but there are no pcacc com-
mittee's that have conic out
to douse the firesand to have
inter-community dialogues.
This is indeed v:ry unfortu-
nate. ITtcrearc many reasons
for the violence in Manipur,
not least of which is the
dictatorial attitude of Chief
Minister Bircn Singh in try-
ing lo bring forests which
have been unde* tribals and
turning them to reserved
forests without any consul-
tation. lhe fact that the 6th
Schedule ofthe Constitution
is not operative in Manipur
leaves the Autorontous Dis-
trict Councils with very little
powers and an extension
of the State Government.
Also Bircn Singh’s propen-
sity to term the* Kuki-Zo
people now sheltering in
Churachadpurarca as illegal
immigrants is net acceptable
as they have kinship lieswith
the Kukis in \fanipur. The
same refugees who have
fled Myanmar after the junta
took over arc treated very
humanely in Mizoram. Is ii
because those refugees arc
not Meiteis?

The Mcitci .crsus trib-
al conflicts arc embedded
in the politics of Manipur.
Ironically the Meiteis arc a
majority in the Assembly
and Govemmen! hence their

writ runs while the tribals are
alienated from the system
Now that even the Kuki
underground groups have
pulled out of the suspension
ofoperations agreement with
Government of India things
don’tlook good for Manipur.
Several houses of tribals in
the Imphal valley have gone
up in flumes and even being
looted. Also what is shocking
is how the mob were able to
enter the policc armoury and
take away the INSAS rifles
which they brandished and
which were circulating on
social media. All this shows
that the* Manipur Policc had
completely lost control o fthe
situation. But for the central
government to impose Sec-
tion 355 is unprecedented
although the Union Home
Ministry has denied this.
The Meiteis want Sched-

ule Tribe status because they
can then buy land in the hills.
Is there no better way to
make land available for peo-
ple of the same state than to
look for a tribal status when
the Mcitci way of life is all
but tribal and if Hindus can
claim tribal rights then what
happens to tribals? They will
be further marginalised. All
these issues require sensitive
handling else they can go
out of control. Having lived
in Imphal for several years 1
should know what I am talk-
ing about

Yours ctc..

Il Nongrum
Via email

What kind of leaders do
District Councils need?

Election in (he state is not
over yet. With the comple-
tion ofone. another is under
proccss. Many arc still under
election hangover especially
those in rural arcas. For them,
election is a moment ofjoy
and cxcitement and this is
openlyexposed by the people
themselves during election-
eering. On one hand, friends
and elose aides of the pro-
spective candidates arc work-
ing all out to ensure victory

. to their respective candidates

S0 that they may also benefit
from the winner.
But here again

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

act local’ has no meaning at
all in this materialistic world.
Everyone wants to be rec-
ognized as leaders bccausc
followers these days can
easily be bought, but what is
wrong to be a follower ifone
has the quality and traits o fa
great leader? The sad thing
today is that we have too
many self-proclaimed leaders
whose mentality is that of a
follower.

Very soon wewill have the

tera crisisand lack of quality
leaders and The

MDC, MPancbyc-cl
Political asp rants too arc

cry for leadership is not only
a global concent but a local
concem as well. The need
for responsible and moral

m
In

leadership is indispensable
today than ever before. To
understand more about this
topic let us look at some
of the research work done
specifically on this issue post
pandemic.

American author, colum-
nist and businessman Dov
Scidman says "The combina-
tion ofthe corona virus pan-
demic and the wave o fglobal
protests against systemic rac-
ism have illuminated the deep
need for moral leadership in
our world today.” Based on
the survey conducted. 86% of
the respondents that included
executives, managers and
employees from various in-
dustries. cited moral leader-
shipasan important business
need. Scidman listed three
essential characteristics of
moral leadership. 1. Emo-
tional Intelligence. 2. Integ-
rity and 3. Driven by values.
The same thing applies in our
situation here in the country,
the state and district level too.
Wec cannot ignore the fact
that we need to integrate and
follow the pattern of the 21st
century. But this too seems to
be under constant challenge
due to the conflict of interests
and self-aggrandizement

The paradox ‘think global.

Modernity
over-sexualised

Editor

I read with interest,
the interchange between
John Saitkhuid and Glenn
Kharkongor. on the recent
“scandal” regarding the video
of HII, the Dalai Lama, ask-
ing a young boy to "suck his
tongue.” It seems to me that
Mr. Saitkhuid's arguments
(while they may sound intel-
lectual and sophisticated)are
almost entirely tangential
to the main points made by
Mr. Kharkongor «« that there
was a huge cultural misun-
derstanding of the Tibetan
phrase, *chc le sa” (cat my
tongue) and of the meaning
of sticking out one's tongue
asa mark ofrespect in the Ti-
betan culture. An additional
point (relevant to this issue)
is the fact that His Holiness
struggles with the English
Language. So lie mistakenly
used "suck" instead of "cat.”

This is not to say children
should not be protected.
However, children, more
than anyone else, understand
the difference between clean
affectionate physical touches
and those that are violent.
The child in question has
not complained. Nor has his
mother.

Mr. Saitkhuid is clear, he
docs not hold the Dalai Lama
or the Pope as infallible,
“litis attitude, itseems to me.
denies the divine potential in
human nature. It denies what

gearing up to find
a placc in the political arena
by lobbying with key persons
ofevery political party. VPP
is now gearing totake control

ofthe KHADC. Considering
the kind of wave that went
in favourof VPP in the last
MLA election these political
aspirants will definitely ap-
proach and knock at VPP’s
door to seek their favour
and blessings irrespective
of whether they understand
the party ideology or not.
Some have even declared
themselves on various social
groups as MIX’ candidate
front the party VPP. another
one as MP candidate. Without
the party’s knowledge and
consent how could they make
such claims. This shows that
right front the start of their
journey in politics they seem
1o be cynical in nature.
Suppose, the VPP did not
fare well in the last Assembly
election, will anyone dare
to make such declarations?
This is the reason why 1say
they have no ideology or
principles. 0 « the contrary,
the party Icatkrship too has
made it clear through social
media that in case the num-
ber of applicants arc more,
the party will have no other
alternative except by cast-
ing lots or a kicky draw for
allotment of party tickets.
This in fact is a strange ap-
proach that dots not conform

great rcligioustraditionshave
always asserted -- that infal-
libility is, in f<ct, the essence
of human nature. Every one
of us has this same shining
potential in us.

I find this whole attitude
distasteful bccausc it reeks
of cynicism, sclf-projcction,
and blind arrogance. Mo-
dernity is ovir-.icxualixcd.
Drowning in soul-scaring
cynicism and hubris, the
modern mind projects itself
on to the world, seeking
to sexualil.e everything,
tarnishing those who have
conquered the passions
What is wrong with admir-
ing great pe'sonages like
11H the Dalai Lama or Pope
Francis? Should wc not ad-
mire anybody who is greater
than ourselves? Why seek to
drag them do.vn? His Holi-
ness is a shiling example
of the virtue of chastity so
rare any longer. Why drag
him down? In fact, nothing
could be more wounding to
a monk than to malign his
chastity.

ladmire His Holiness all
the more for apologizing,
instead of defending himself
against this salacious accusa-
tion. My sympathies arc en-
tirely with the Tibetan people
who have risen in righteous
indignation and wrathful
protestagainst this attempt to
defame their spiritual leader,
a saint who iluntincs these
miserable times.

Yoursetc..
Dtqu Majumddi,
Via entail

with the democratic practice
and which renders the wise
judgement of the screening
procedure meaningless. Such
indccisivencss will eventu-
ally reflect and indicate the
type of leadership and stew-
ardship the party has.

With regards to the im-
portance and speciality of
identity as individuals and as
acommunity, the existence o f
District Councils asa consti-
tutional body has provided as
the space and opportunity to
feci proud and unique. And
let me make it clear here that
our identity as a community
is not defined by blood bc-
causc every person on earth
shares the same variety of

blood groups. Therefore,
our identity is defined by the
uniqueness of our culture
and tradition. For instance,
the matrilincal system of
lineage and the consanguinity
of marriage that people have
maintained and followed till
these days. Besides, there
arc other customs and tra-
ditional practices associated
with the community such as
land, forest, inheritance etc..
as specified under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution
where proper codification or
legislations arc required in
order to bring uniformity and
equality.
Unfortunately such a thing
has not happened so far due
to differences of opinions
politically between the ADCs
and the state government.
District Councils arc sup-
posed to be the guardian of
these traditions and custom
Its mandates is to enact
laws with regards to all the
subjects listed in the Sixth
Schedule relating to the cus-
toms and usages practiced
by the community. Unfor-
tunately this has not fully
happened. Instead wc have
seen many a tintc that District
Councils have been used as
temporary asylums for the

Consultation
on Police Bazar
required

I,

tor,
1would like to appreciate
the move of the Government
of Meghalaya to dccongest
Policc Bazar and relocate
the -street vendors. On behalf
of the Policc Ba/ar Welfare
Socicty, 1 welcome the ini-
tiative taken by the Govern-
ment
However, as faras making
Police Bazara pedestrianised
zone is conccrned we would
request the authorities to take
into confidence the residents
and commercial establish-
ments of the area and listen
to our grievances, and not to
take any decision unilaterally
so that wearc not deprived o f
our civil rights
Yours etc
SL Singhania
President. Policc Ba/ar
Welfare Socicty

Food
adulteration a

huge concern

Editor

The illegal practice of
adulteration of food items
is increasing at an alarm-
ing rate in the city. This
adulteration of food items is
affecting people’s health. De-
spite being aware o f the fact,
the authorities conccrncd
uic allow ini; liade*i> to sell
such adulterated food items.

failed MLA candidates and a
springboard for thoseaspiring
to be one. The MDCs have
failed to deliver what needs
to be done as legislators of
the council. For instance, our
scheduled areas are under
frequent encroachment and
abuse. l.and holding system
is disproportionate: many
still languish in landicssncss.
Border dispute is not an act
of the two state governments
only. There has been a lon
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Bob’s Banter
Learning English
Through Books..!

By Robert Clements

“Sir.” said the man to me
over the phone. “I am not
getting a good job, becausc |
want to sp<ak in English but
ant not abfc to. what should
1do?”

"Rcadr Itold him. “Read
as many books as possible
and those books will teach
you how to express yourself,
and talk better than any gram-
mar and book

history of encr t
becausc of the involvement
ofresidents from both sides of
the border. And in the absence
ofa legislation on land man-
agement and disposal system
at the District Council level,
traditional heads or Chiefs
can arbitrarily dispose of or
lease any strctch of land to

A\

anyone. This is the root causc
that aggravates the conten-
tious border issue.

Therefore, as far as elec-
tion of members to this statu-
tory body is concerncd. it is
advisable for the clcctorates
to considerall these essential
obligations carefully and to
set some basic qualifications
or criteria for the candidates
who wish to contcst the MDC
ckctions. And these qualifica-
tions should be on the basisof
maturity o fage: well informed
about issues and persons with
a deep understanding about
the foundation:: of custom
and traditions. The reason
why | say so is becausc most
of the youngsters today do
not understand or have any
knowledge about their lcgacy.
They arc driven by emotions
and lack of opportunities
in other spheres. Hence ac-
quiring and gaining political
mileage is their prime objec-
tive. By setting down some
criteria for giving tickets to
candidates it will curb the
drainage of public wealth
and assets. It will also help
prevent this valuable institu-
tion from being politicized
and misused by those with
ulterior motives. Failing this
ourvaluable Icgacy and tradi-
tion will be in jeopardy.

Adulteration, especially of
food and ntilk arc serious
crimes as they directly aflcct
people’s health and they have
to spend large sums o fmoney
on treatment
It is difficult to find a sec-
tor of the food industry which
is free of adulteration. From
raw vegetables and fruits to
milk and milk products to fish,
meatand processed food-every
food item is contaminated.
Every day one reads in the
newspapers reports on food
adulteration.Carbide, formalin,
textile colours, artificial sweet-
eners. DDT. urea ctc. are used
rampantly for this purpose.
1Kk government should make
laws against this poisoning of
human foodand ensure that the
law is enforced. This iithtunan
practice has to stop immedi-
ately. Food inspectors have to
go around and do a test check
of the food products on sale
in the city and beyond. This
too is part of the hcalthcarc
system. Wc hope that the fish
coming to Meghalaya from
Andhra Pradesh arc being
tested for formalin and that
it docs not become just a one
off hue and cry. Are wc sure
now that the fish coming wc
cat is free from formalin? 1
have my doubts.
Yours ctc..
Pinaki Nandy.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers.'
authors and not that of
The Shillong rimes

can everdo for you!”

“Is that how you learned
English sir?"

#Yes!” |said, “and what
a beautiful journey it has
been!"

And my mind goes back
to all those wonderful pages
that opened themselves to
me: My ch Idhood was spent
in innumerable escapades,
getting lostin caves with Tom
Sawyer, solving mysteries
with the Five Find-Ouicrs
and their dog, and hunting
mancaters with Jim Corbett
Oh, what i glorious time |
had. some imcs even going
“twenty thcusand leagues un-
der the sealwith Jules Vente
or hearing the Hound of the
Baskervilles, how! over the
English marshes, with my
hair standing on end along
with Sherlock Holmes!

All titcs: adventures were
mine, wittout spending a
single pic, as | entered the
coverofonebook oranother,
that my mom or dad brought
ntc from various libraries
they bccame members of. and
later whicli | also became a
member of.

Oh the world of books,
that kept nc propped up in
some different comer of my

his next articlc or story or
play or plot. But. on those
delightfully glorious occa-
sions | find 1 have that odd
houror two. I pull outa huge
volume of short stories by
Roald Dahl,and lose myself
in his world of fantasy, and
unexpected story endings.

Iwas pleasantly surprised
that Dahl is also a favourite
authorofBritish Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak!

What a special day it
was for all of us here in
India when a country that
prided itself in being white
outside and white inside
too, decided to have a man
of Indian origin as their
Prime Minister. Something
that would have made the
likes of Winston Churchill
and Queen Victoria turn in
their respective* graves. But
as they voted him in. it was
not the colourof his skin the*
Tories saw but his rhctoric.
his skill in oratory and his
brilliant language!

That skill won Rishi the
impossible!

That skill can do the same
for anyone of us! And to a
very great extent the com-
mand over language docs
not come from learning the
dictionary byheart butcomes
from a passion for reading!

The best textbooks on
grammar arc not the Wren
and Martin wc studied in
school, but the billions of
books written so painstak-
ingly by authors over ccn-
turics.

Read and lcam!

Many of us think that by
learninga new worda day or

What a special day it was forall ofus
here in India when a country thatprided
itselfin being white outside and white
inside too, decided to have a man of
Indian origin as their Prime Minister.
Something that would have made the
likes of Winston Churchill and Queen
Victoria turn in theirrespective graves.
But as they voted him in, it was not the
colour of his skin the Tories saw but his
rhetoric, his skill In oratory and his
brilliant language!

home or perchcd on a win-
dow sill, and without a "do
not disturb’ board around, me
everyone keptaway from ntc
as | disappeared often from
one nteal time to another into
the imaginary fantasies of
some wonderful author.

Never a dull moment for
me, as holiday mornings saw
innumerable authors call-
ing out to me from within
the confines of their very
descriptiv; or picturcsquc
covers. shouting. "Bob. you
want to be kidnapped today?
And I voild grin at Robert
Louis Stevenson as he* took
ntc into the realms of his
book, "Kidnapped!”

It was a happy world, and
a joyous cne. certainly not
cscapism!

No. | was not running
away, bccausc when | re-
turned to the wvetrld of flesh
and blood it seemed the very
ones who I'd spent sonic
hours before* were there spin-
ning tops 4 flying kites or
even playir.gcrickct with me,
becausc geod authors, make
their characters so real, that
later when you meet those
in flesh and blood it’s as if
you've met them before in
some talc in the hardbound
covers o fa book!

That for me was fiction!

And those books helped,
because a» my classmatcs
often struggled through
grammar and adjcctives and
adverbs | found the stories
I’d read had automatically
got nic used to writing and
speaking right and this was
an additional bonus in my
travels into a world, authors
laid out anj kept their doors
open for me.

And then with all that
reading, what better than to
one day decide that | would
continue my life’sjourney by
becomingawriter. But that's
another story, this is about
reading, learning and yes.
leading toe!

A writer rarely has free
time, not becausc he’s always
writing, bu that he's thinking

by keeping a lexicon as our
study book, we can master
the English language. The
simple fact is. that if the
word needs a dictionary to
be understood then that word
is not one that is commonly
used, and instead of help-
ing us master the language*
may comc in the way of
communicating with oth-
ers. You don't want your
friends or audience glancing
atadictionary to find out the
meaning of what you speak,
do you?

They won't and you will
remain the most misunder-
stood person that lived.

But the* dictionary you
need to use arc books!

Read, and speak better!

In the Writer's and
Speaker's coursc 1conduct,
I tell my class month after
month, o pick bestsellers,
and instead of reading just
content, to also carefully
read a page*and then the next
page, studying the style in
whicli tlk author has com-
municated. Very soon the
reader will be able to do the
same.

Not grammar books, nor
dictionaries, but novels,
short storic*s and articles.

You want to become a
thinker whose thoughts will
be much sought after, read,
absorbing cach word. You
want to become a world
leader whose language will
convince* and whose voicc
will command, read!

My childhood, as I men-
tioned. was spent getting lost
in eaves with Tom Sawyer,
solving mysteries with Enid
Blyton's. Five Find-Outcrs
and Dog. hunting man caters
with Jim Corbett.

They were my only text-
booksand could be the same
for you too..!

The Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details send a thumbs-
up to him on WhatsApp

bobsbanteKajimail.com
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How British imperial history shaped
Charles IlI’s coronation ceremony

By Sean lLang

he coronation ceremony of Charles 111 re-

flects how monarchy has developed since

Saxon times, but it still carrics many ves-
tiges of Britain's imperial past.

In the 18th century, the royal title changed
from “King of England” to "King of the United
Kingdom®, as successive Acts of Union joined
England. Scotland and Ireland into one political
unit. However, the biggest change in the royal
title came in 1876. when the Royal Titles Act
made Queen Victoria Empress of India. This gave
her authority even over those areas of India which
were not formally subject to British rule.

To give this change of title a formal announce-
ment in India, he British authorities staged what
became the first of three durbars - ceremonial
events held in the British Raj to formally pro-
claim the imperial title.

Queen Victoria's was held in 1877, the year
following the ict, but Edward V II's and George
V's were held in conjunction with their corona-
tions.

The viccroy of India in 1877. Lord Lytton
concocted the original durbar from a mixture of
Persian. Mughal and English ceremonial tradi-
tions. as a formal proclamation of the queen's
title

When her son became Edward VII in 1901. a
bigger durbar was organised to proclaim his im-
perial title - although, like his mother, Edward
remained in London.

In 1911, George V and Queen Mary travelled to
India for an elaborately staged coronation durbar,
where they would take centre stage. This raised
tricky questions of protocol

George’s coronation in W estminster Abbey
invested him with all his imperial titles, so what

would be the impact of being "crowned” in India?
Would it mean that his successors would not be
emperors unless they held a durbar? And what
did it mean for his predecessors vho had not
attended theirs? The crown of Enghnd was not
allowed to leave the country, so a special crown
was constructed for George V to wear in India,
while Queen Mary wore her "best jiadem” - a
heavily ornamented headband. They sat sweating
under the Delhi sun in their heavy coronation
robes, furs and all.

In the end. the Delhi durbar consisted of Indian
princes paying homage to the king-emperor in a
ceremony that owed as much to European feudal-
ism as it did to Indian tradition. Plant for George
VI to have an Indian durbar were postponed in
the post-abdication sense of general exhaustion,
and abandoned as war loomed.

CORONATION AND THE
COMMONWEALTH

The 1931 Statute of Westminster formalised
the evolution of some former colonics into
self-governing dominions within a British com -
monwealth. Both George VI and Elizabeth 11
were crowned as monarchs over the UK and of
territories overseas

The coronation oath, a legal requirement dat-
ing back to the Coronation Oath Act of 1688,
has been amended on various occasions, taking
account of former colonics which have become
republics.

The oath Charles Il will take has been
amended slightly to cover his duties to his other
kingdoms by agreement with their governments.
Even so. for the king of Canada to be crowned in
London is a reminder that the modern monarch’s
title still reflects the old empire

(S1X)

(Above) King George V ind Queen Marv in India in 1911. (Left) The
Kohinoor diamond, seen here in Ihe crown made for Queen Elizabeth
Ihe Queen Mother and silting atop her coftin. did not appear

ELEMENTS OF EMPIRE

Even the medieval roots of the coronation
have elements of empire built into them. The
Stone of Scone, which will be placed beneath the
coronation chair, was removed from Scotland by
Edward | as a symbol of Scotland’s subjugation
to England. Scottish nationalists demanded the
stone's return to Scotland for years.

When John Major acceded to their wishes in
1996, it was on condition that the stone would
return to Westminster for future coronations - a
gesture some sec as an unwelcome remnant of
England’s imperial hold over Scotland, though
others regard it as a symbol of unity.

In a nod to Welsh nationalist feeling. King
Charles's coronation will also include the kyric
(Lord Have Mercy) performed in Welsh

One item of the crown jewels is a stark re-
minder of empire » but it will notably be missing
from the coronation ceremony. The Koh-i-Noor
diamond was taken by the British after their wars
with the Sikh kingdom of Punjab, and presented
to Queen Victoria in 1849.

It was reshaped by Prince Albert and fitted
into the crown jewels. Both Queen Alexandra and
Queen Mary wore it at their coronations, though
Queen Mary, tactfully, did not wear it for the
1911 coronation durbar.

Seeing the diamond as symbol of British im-
perial acquisitiveness, the Indian government
has demanded its return, though, historically,
both Pakistan and Iran could also lay claim to
it. Camilla, the Queen Consort, has decided to
be crowned in Queen Mary's crown, from which
the famous diamond has been removed. The
controversy about the Koh-i-Noor will doubtless
continue, but won't intrude on this coronation
ceremony

in the coronation ceremony.

A NEW-LOOK GUEST LIST

The jigges! move away from imperial tradi-
tion has been in the compilation of the guest list
In the past, the only rulers to receive an invite
were tim e of British overseas territories, such as
Queen Salotc of Tonga, who delighted the crowds
in 1953 by braving the rain in an open-lop car-
riage and scorning an umbrella.

Charles 11l has departed from precedent by is-
suing invitations to monarchs from Europe and
the Middle East, regardless of whether or not
they had tics to the British empire. Some other
heads of state are also attending, though the US
will be represented by the first lady, Jill Bidcn,
rather than the president

At a time when polling suggests declining
support for the monarchy, especially among the
young, the coronation might seem an irrelevant,
if colourful, distraction from more pressing
concerns.

There has been similar indifference before
other royal events. Elizabeth II's silver jubilee
in 1977 was preceded by “stuff the jubilee"
protests, but still proved a popular success. The
unexpectedly warm public responses to her sub-
sequent jubilees, and especially to her funeral,
might suggest that many British are secretly more
royalisi than polling would suggest

By inviting representatives of a wide range of
ethnic groups and different faiths to participate
in the ceremony, the king is turning his corona-
tion int.) a reflection of his diverse and decidedly
post-imperial kingdom

The coronation is still not entirely free of
echoes of empire, but it represents an important
stage ir the modern monarchy's move away from
its shadow

(The Conversation)

Heatwaves a threat to India's fight against poverty, inequality

ecord-breaking heat-
waves h April 2022 pul
90% of people in India at

increased risk of going hungry,

losing income or premature
death, according to our new
study.

After 2022 was designated
the hottest in 122 years, ex-
treme heat has appeared early
again this year with over 60%
of India recording above-nor-
mal maximum icm pcratures for
April, according to the coun-
try's Meteorological Depart-
ment. El Nifio, a natural climate
event that can increase global
temperatures, is also expected
to occur this year.

The increasing frequency of
such deadly heatwaves could
hall or even reverse India's
progress in reducing poverty,
food and income security and
gender equality, harming the
quality of life for over 1.4 bil-
lion Indians.

As a natural phenomenon,
extreme heat is projected to
occur once every 30 years or so
in the Indian subcontinent. This
is no longer the case thanks
to man-made climate change

tions and emergency responses
to heatwaves which has since
saved thousands of lives
2015 heatwave killed over 2,330
people and prompted the gov-
ernment ministry for disaster

economy by 2030.
The A *real-fcel’ measure

Heat action plans are only
useful if they can represent
the consequences of heatwaves

that 90% of the country was in
danger of severe repercussions
during last year’s heatwave
It’s important to accurately
measure India's vulnerability to
lethal tem peratures. The metric those
erty

includc

and

Underestimating the effects
of extreme heat
reduce or even reverse its prog-
ress on a range of goals
sustainable development. These
related
hunger, health
and wellbeing, equal-
ity. economic growth
industria
vation and biodiver-
sity. This is especially
concerning given that
India’s progriss to-
wards achieving these
goals has slowed over
the last 20 years w'hile

in India could
on the country’s urban popula-
tion too. Practically the entire
city of Delhi and its 32 million
inhabitants were threatened by
the 2022 heatwaves. Most mi-
grants are forced to settle in the
city's poorest quarters, where
the effects of heatwaves arc
particularly catastrophic. Sadly,
these com munities also lack the
means to buy air conditioners
that might ease their misery.
Present procedures for as-
sessing the sensitivity of India
to climate change will not help

for

to pov-

inno-

the number of extreme people resist the exceptional
weather events has heal seen in recent years and
increased must be upgraded immediately

Extreme heat, for
example, can ixacer-
bate drought by dry-

The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change estimates
that heatwaves in South Asia

ing up the soil and will grow more powerful and
disrupting rainfall frequent this century. Heal ac-
patterns, ultimately tion plans will be crucial in

blighting crop produc-
tion and food security,
which endangers the
health and wellbeing of
of a large portion of
Indian society Being
a primarily agricultural

speeding up efforts to mitigate
and adapt to the effects, but they
must represent the complexity
India's vulnerabilities to
climate change. The emphasis
on making Indian cities resil-
ient to extreme heat is critical,

India has suffered over 24,000
hcatwavec-rclaicd deaths since
1992 alone, with the May 1998
heatwave being one of the most
devastating as it claimed over
3.058 lives

During the May 2010 heat-
waves, temperatures in the west-
ern city of Ahmcdabad reached
47.8°C and raised heat-related
hospital admissions of newborns
by 43%. prompting the city to
become one of the country’s
first to implement a heat action
plan meant to guide prcpara-

management to set guidelines
for preventing deaths during
heatwaves and push Indian
states to develop their own
plans.

Failure to implement these
strategies may stymie India's
economic progress. If proper
heat action plans are not de-
veloped. excessive heat could
cost India 2.8% and 8.7% of its
GDP by 2050 and 2 100. respec-
tively. This is a worrying trend,
especially given India's goal of
becoming a 10-trillion-dollar

over the entire population. For
Indian authorities to recognise
when deadly heat is present (and
emergency action is needed),
the government has io know how
conditions feel for the public
Wc used an environmental
health measure popular in the
US called the heat index to de-
termine how hot the human body
is likely to feel in relation to air
temperature and humidity lev-
els. This helped us to map how
sensitive people w;re to heat-
waves across India and discover

used by the Indian government,
known as the climate vulner-
ability index, does not account
for the physical dangers of
heat to human health. Our re-
search showed that combining
air temperature and relative
humidity levels gave our heat
index a “rcal-fccl” measure for
extreme heat. In other words,
how extreme heat felt for people
experiencing it.

Stop underestimating
heatwaves

economy, productivity losses in
this sector threaten the jobs and
health of millions of marginal
and small landholding farmers,
as well as their ability id adapt
and take up new livelihoods
Another worrying tendency with
heatwaves is increasing water-
borne and insect-borne diseases,
which could further strain In-
dia's already beleaguered public
health system

Every year, millions af peo-
ple from rural areas migrate
to India's cities in search of a

since cities will sec a population
explosion in the next ten years,
with 70% of Indian building
stock yet to be created. There is
a chance to incorporate methods
for adapting to extreme heat by
designing new homes that are
easier to keep cool
With many more people in
India expected to be hit by even
greater heat extremes in the fu-
ture. finance, urban design and
education arc necessary to help
people adapt
(The Conversation)
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2023 will be the year of‘India Shi

(SEVEN)

Ining" for

Indian cuisine and its culinary diversity

ting standarls for everyone to follow, whether

ndia is taking cenicr-siagc globally and set-
I the ability to

it’s through the G20 summit,
become the fastest-growing economy, global
programmes addressing climate change, or the
International Year of Millets. India is now all
set to be acknowledged as an Atlas of Food in
2023. according to the sixth edition of the Godrej
Food Trends Report, because of an unprecedented
increase in interest from around the world in
India's diverse cuisine and enormous ingredient
variety.

In the presence of the experts of India's culi-
nary world, Tanya Dubash - Executive Director
& Chief Brand Officer. Godrej Industries Lim-
ited. released he sixth edition of The Godrej
Foods Trends Report 2023 - India + An Atlas of
Flavours

The Godrej Foods Trends Report 2023. saw the
coming together of over 350+ thought leaders
that included celebrity chefs, home chefs, profes-
sional chefs, food bloggers, health professionals,
media professionals, mixologists, nutritionists,
restaurateurs, sommelicrs. food producers, and
more, all of whom .shared deep insights about
their respective areas of expertise.

The world has historically perceived Indian
cuisine as a monolith. A notion that has been
gradually dismantled over the last decade with a
growing realisation that culturally, India is more
acontinent thari a country, with as many cuisines
as there are dialects. At home in India, people
arc on an unprecedented quest for flavours, and
adventures on the palate, in the aftermath of the
pandemic, people are also becoming aware that
Indian cuisine s a complex food matrix of con-
stituents that interact with one another to deliver
health and boost immunity. AH of this has the
Godrej Foods Trends Report panel foreseeing
2023 bringing an unprecedented rise in global
interest towards India's culinary plurality and
prodigious ingredient diversity

Tanya Dubash. Executive Director and Chicf
Brand Officer, of Godrej Industries Limited and
Associate Companies, said. "These arc exciting
times for the food industry! It was evident that
the pandemic had resulted in changcs in consump-
tion patterns and consumer behaviours across the
entire spectrum of the food industry. Iam happy
to say that the Godrej Food Trends Report is
uniquely positioned to bring the nuances of this
evolving foodscape to the forefront for the ben-
efit of the F&B industry. | have personally always
enjoyed watch ng food trends in our country,
especially the year-specific trends predicted by

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast*
m\arm;nman 1tif going to bo awonderful

our esteemed panelists. It gives me immense joy
to sec many of them coming to life subsequently.
This year. | am personally excited to <cc growing
international interest and recognition given to
India for its rich culinary diversity, along with
a growing demand for culinary knowledge and
skills across all segments.™

Some key insights from The Godrej Foods
Trends Report 2023 are

Exploration of Cuisines: 64 per cent panel
foresee the yearning for adventure for the palate
will drive people to explore cuisines other than
their own such as regional cuisines

Locally Produced Artisanal Products: 62
per cent panel secs a significant consumer fo-
cus on locally produced small-batch artisanal
products such as cheese, pickles, kimchi. dips,
and preserves to augment meals with flavour and
textures

Conscious Spending and Mindful Consump-

Gazing’
Sunday, MAY 7, 2023
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tion: 76 per cent panel forecasts people buying
from local farmers and food producers will be a
top consideration. 70 per cent predict seasonal
and local ingredients like desi rice and millet
varieties, doodhi (bottle gourd), tinda (apple
gourd), bhindi (Okra) will sec more demand in
2023

Rise of Travelling Bars and Restaurants: 71
percent panel predict that travelling restaurants/
bars with chefs/ mixologists/restaurants popping
up in other citics to be a top trend

Cuisine Agnostic Chef Driven Menus: 65 per
centofexperts feel chefs are increasingly coming
into their own as creators and artists patronised
by a loyal following of diners looking for new ad-
ventures in cuisine-agnostic chef-driven menus
64 per cent panel forecast regional Indian cui
concepts continuing to sec traction

Culinary Travel: 75 per cent panel believe
Northeast states are where people will flock
most to discover food experiences followed by

Goa (73 per cent). Tamil Nadu (60 per ccnt). and
Uttarakkand (58 per cent). Globally, the panel
predicts people will visit South Korea (53 per
cent) followed by Vietnam (52 per cent) and
Spain (45 per cent)

Food Content: 75 per ccnt expert panel pre-
dicts th3t Instagram Reels and short-form video
content will trend

Clean, Ilygicnically Packaged Meats, and
Seafood: Hygiene being foremost since 2020. 43
percentof the expert panel predicts the demand
for clean, hygicnically packaged meats and sea-
food will continue to grow in 2023

Gourmet Premium Ghee: With health, nutri-
tion. and immunity, all playing a significant role
in choices when it comes to ingredients used in
home kitchens and dietary fats and cooking me-
diums b:ing the cornerstones of cooking in any
home, their quality and provenance will always
register a change. No wonder that 50 per ccnt of
the panel predicts an increased focus on gourmet
premium ghee

Beverages: 72 per cent panel predicts that
2023 will see a rise in gourmet Indian-origin.
artisanal coffee, and tea. 75 per cent panel is firm
in the ftct that global fermented beverages (eg
tcpachc. kombucha, kvass, etc.) arc going to be
the top non-alcoholic choice in 2023

Desserts: Special diet versions of traditional
Indian rnithai will be in demand as per 99 per
cent of experts. 75 per cent panel also secs a
rise in interest in hyper-regional sweet offerings
(like the Chcna Poda of Orissa or Pootharckulu
of Andhra Pradesh).

75 per cent of experts forecast a growing inter-
est in gourmet and artisanal icc creams and an
equal number of experts predicts a rising demand
for clean icc crcam that is transparent, simple,
wholesome, and understandable i.e. ‘clean’ la-
beling

"Godtcj Food Trends Report is a good barom-
eter on what's going to happen, where to invest,
and. moit importantly, to safeguard the security
ofourcuisine, which now has custodians. India’s
soft power is our cuisine and its sheer diversity,
and the power of our history, plurality, and con-
tinuity. And I'm happy to see it finally valued
for being authentic and unapologctically true to
itself.” shares Masterchef India Judge and cclcb-
rity Chef Vikas Khanna. (IASStife)

Ageing Gracefully

Dr Reema Arora

ur bodies' needs and capabilities change

as we age, and our skin is no exception.

Sometimes the skin may transform more
rapidly than necessary, if certain factors are at
play such as pollution, unhealthy habits, hormonal
and metabolic change. The skin becomes thinner,
developing your first fine lines and wrinkles. It
also loses its radiance and elasticity; no longer
appearing as supple as it once did. While these
are natural processes, there are certain skincarc
ingredients like hyaluronic acid and collagen that
can actually reverse signs of ageing.

Role of hyaluronic acid and collagen
Both, hyaluronic acid (HA) and collagcn. have

become a mainstay in cosmetics and skincarc -

supplements, injcctablcs, and topical. These in-

gredients are critical to keeping your skin looking

healthy and youthful, but they work in dif-

ferent ways. For instance: hyaluronic acid

helps to plump up the skin and reducc the

appearancc of wrinkles, in contrast, col-

lagen helps to rebuild and strengthen the

skin’s connective tissues from within

Hyaluronic acid is a naturally-occur-
ring substancc found in the human body
It's present in large concentrations in the
skin, where it helps keep the complexion
hydrated and plump. In fact, hyaluronic
acid is responsible for up to 30 per cent of
the skin's natural moisture-binding abil-
ity, but its production depletes over time
as you age. Similarly, collagen is a protein
that your body naturally crcatcs

Like hyaluronic acid, as you age your
body produces less of the protein. As col-
lagen plays a role in strengthening skin
and increasing elasticity and hydration,
wrinkles develop when your body starts
producing less. In recent years, people
have started using hyaluronic acid and
collagen-enriched skincarc products and
supplements. But for longer-lasting effect
and better results, bio-remodelling is a
practical choicc

Collagen and hyaluronic acid go together like
best friends. They complement and support one
another for maximal, effective benefits. Hailed
as the break-through treatment for anti-ageing,
Profhilo, also synonymous with bio-remodelling,
is the latest innovation in the field of aesthetic
procedures.

With one of the highest concentrations of ul-
trapurc IIA on the market, the treatment tacklcs
anti-ageing directly from within the skin itself,
stimulating collagen production and strengthen-
ing the support networks in the skin to reduce
fine lines and wrinkles.

Moreover, hyaluronic acid plays a key role
in tissue regeneration, specifically in repairing
skin, and has been found very effective in heal-
ing wounds. Rather than being a volumising filler

or muscic relaxant, Profhilo can be seen as more
of an advanced injectable moisturiscr. Besides
the face. Protliilo can also be injected into neck,
hands and other areas with high skin laxity

Foods for boosting hyaluronic acid
and collagen

The importance of nutrition is paramount,
sincc wc know that the skin is nourished from
the inside. If you're not eating right, your skin
will show it. While there are many approaches
to eating healthy, certain foods are guaranteed to
up your beauty game

Adding bone broth, foods such as soy products,
oranges, bell peppers, tomato, cashew, almonds,
kale, beans, and sweet potatoes will provide nu-
trients that may naturally ramp up your body's
synthesis of hyaluronic acid and collagen and
give you a healthier glow.

Itisalso important to reduce or cut outalcohol

coffce, foods and beverages high in sodium and
sugars as they all contribute to systemic dehydra-
tion. which may show up as skin that looks dull
and non-plump. Do your best to limit your intake
of processed foods, and increase the intake of
water to keep the skin hydrated

Using the right skin carc ingredients, making
a few lifestyle changes, and having patience can
help your skin in aging gracefully and keeping
it look its best through the years.

A trustworthy dermatologist can help you cre-
ate a personalised skin carc plan by assessing
your skin type, evaluating your skin's condition
and recommending products and acsthctic proce-
dures likely to be effective. (tANSHfe)

(The author ix Medical Director<s Founder
The Face Clinic. Hauz Khas. Delhi)



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, MONDAY. MAY 8.2023

“The goodlife is one inspired by love and
guided by knowledge. ™

—Bertrand Russell

The Shillong Times

Vol No:IAY \o. 265

SHILLONG, MONDAY. MAY 8.2023

Count-down in Karnataka

THE massive response to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s roadshow for the BJP in Bengaluru
in the pasttwo days reinforced feelings about his
growing popularity in the South but this by no
means is a guarantee to his party's victory on the
May 10 assembly elections. With the campaign
just about closing, the BJP is worried whether
it can retain power in its only stronghold in the
South. Karnataka has been a difficult terrain for

any ruling party as the state neverretained orre-
elected a ruling dispensation for the second term
since the 1980s. To add to this, two major factors
conspire to raise tension in BJP circles- namely
the lack ofcharisma for chiefminister Basavaraj
Bommai, son ofa formerchiefminister, and the
fact that the BJP had never won a majority on
its own in the state assembly so far. Bommai
had stepped into the shoes of party veteran BS
Yeddiyurappa, who was asked to resign as CM
by the party central leadership at the height of
allegations of corruption and nepotism.

The Congress party is engaged in a do-or-dic
battle in Karnataka. Ithas two formidable leaders

in the person of former CM Siddaramaiah and
DK Shivkumar, the first a Dalit and the othera

Vokkaliga - both being strong communities. The
BJP says there’s a third name for the CM post,
a dark horse, if tI>c Congress wins a majority:
meaning a hard bargain for the post that could
even split the legislature party. But, winning is
a matter of first priority for the tricolour party
now. Ifit loses Karnataka, it would be difficult
for the party to keep up the morale of the rank
and file even at the national level. It could mean
a loss o fthe South, which was once a stronghold
for the Congress and is now mostly a playground
for satraps of regional parties.

Admitted y. the Congress campaign ma-
chinery is putting up a facade of unity and,
appreciably, the party played its cards in an
unusually deft manner. This was reflected in the
late release of its manifesto, a day after the BJP
did it. The paient wait helped in that it stunned
the BJP. The manifesto made a serious effort to
win over several key segments ofthe population
with huge promises - including to women, the

youth, backward communities and farmers. The
manifesto promised them the moon in terms of

monthly dole and much else. While tin; main
fight is between the BJP and the Congress, the
minor third force namely the JD (Secular) could
fall in between and perhaps emerge, again, as

the king-maker.

Diplomacy
needed to
bring peace

to Manipur

Editor,

The state capital of Ma-
nipur is the centre of com-
mercial and governance
hub for all communities
that reside in the state. Hie
vitality is accentuated by
the presence ofcentral and
state offices and academic
institutes that cater to higher
studies. It is disheartening
to hear stories of atrocities
that were played out by
both sides of the belliger-
ent community. Dialogue
and diplomacy should have
been employed and who
better than the s:atc govern-
ment run by the majority
community with historical
records dating back to the
15th Century and a 40 scat
share in the state legislature
out ofa mere total 0f 60, to
take on that task.

If one is an ardent fol-
lowerof English dailies that
are published from Imphal,
the editorials arc filled with
one sided narratives to prop-
agate the chauv nism of the
larger community without
objectively exploring the
facts and root ciukck of the
tribal sentiment*. The elec-

tronic media does no better
when the language of tribal
protesters in the hills were
dubbed as "Myanmar’s” and
the ignorant state govern-
ment would see no citizens,
always insurgents.
Travelling from Imphal
to C (Lamka),

The future of ADCs
in Meghalaya

By HH Mohrmen

Soon after the Sohiong
election is over, the various
panics will start campaign-
ing once more, but this time
they will be doing so in order
to support candidates for the
state’s autonomous district
councils. Members of the
ADCs will be elected next
winter, thus, the question is:
how arc the ADCs doing right
now? Or what is the current
status of the various ADCs
in the state.

The ADCs were estab-
lished as entities within the
constitutional framework to
safeguard the nation’s tribal
population and are empow-
ered by the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution. This
is justified by the fact that
the Scheduled Tribes are a
minority in the nation and
deserve protection for their
distinctive cultures. How-
ever. the point that was being
raised was whetheror not the
ADCs werc able to success-
fully complete the intended
task. Ilave the state's ADCs
achieved the goals for which
they were founded? Have
they been able to safeguard
the local indigenous popula-
tion and maintain the tribal
peoples' cultures in the vari-
ous states of the nation?

Protecting our rivers

The state’s riversare being
polluted by human activity as
aresultofthe ADCs' inability
to safeguard them, which
is the one obvious instance
where they have fallen short
of their obligations. Coal,
limestone, and even sand
and stone quarrying have all
contaminated the rivers. Not
only arc the rivers rapidly be-
coming polluted, but human
activity has also encroached
on them. Rivers arc the sub-
ject of the autonomous dis-
trict councils, and according
to tradition, people worship
orbelieve rivers to be sacred
places. But there is still a lot
that has to be done.

Land tenure system

The important aspect of
culture in which the councils
have failed is with regards
to land tenures in the state.
Land ownership has changed
with time. What was once
community land or clan land
has changed to private land.
Today, mostofthe villages no
longer have community land
In short, land has become a
private property. The most
tragic thing that came out of
this is that land is now owned
by the rich and powerful, and
the majority o fthe population
has become landless.

Land is also the subject
of the District Councils, but

patterns are also a glaring
example of wiere the ADCs
have failed. In the books of
the JHADC, any land can
not only charge hands, but
even kind use can change at
the whims and fancies o f the
individuals. There were cases
where community forests
were converted to individual
ownership to facilitate min-
ing in the area, and paddy
fields (patta hali) on the banks
of any river can be easily
converted to land holding
certificates, 'this is, in fact,
the reason why houses came
up on the banks of many riv-
ers in the slat;. Agricultural
land can be c.sily converted

believers in the traditional
religion live in a nuclear
family, and the joint family
system is gradually being
relegated to the back burner.
Even the role of the clan has
changed with time, and these
and other changes in the cus-
tomary practices arc changes
that cannot be stopped. The
socicty in the two regions of
the state is dynamic like any
other socicty in the world;
hence, there arc customary
practices that evolve with
time. The question is, in such
a situation when practices
changc with time, can the
customary practices of the
people be codificd? Codify-

“The ADCs were established as
entities within the constitutional
framework to safeguard the nation's
tribal population and are empowered
by the Sixth Schedule o fthe
Constitution. This isjustified by the
fact that the Scheduled Tribes are a
minority in the nation and deserve
protectionfor their distinctive
cultures. However; the point that was
being raised was whether or not the

ADCs were able to successfully
complete the intended task. ™

to land for the construction
of houses, as there arc no
rules to prevent agricultural
land from being converted
to non-agricul urc land. Even
in places where the elans arc
the custodiansofthe land, the
tradition has also changed to
one where clans arc behav-
ing like ownersand not mere
custodians of an important
resource.

ADCs and customary

practices

Cultural practices arc dy-
namic in nature; they evolve
with time, ami the ADCs arc
in a catch-22 situation as to
whether or net to document
the practice. In the last two
or three decatfcs. most of the
families in the War Jafttia
areas and even certain parts
of Jowai were still practic-
ing the joint family system
The joint family system is
intricately liaked with the
lineage and the clan system,
which arc the foundations of
the Hynftcw Trep socicty. In
fact, one cannot understand
the matr among

instead of| the age-
old practice that holds that
land is owned by the com-
munity or the clan, the ADCs
have instead facilitated the
change in land ownership
in the tribal lands. Changes
in land use and ownership

judgement telling govern-
ment to start the process for
granting ST status to Meiteis.
Now they are crying for a
national register of citizcns
(NRC). Ifyou put the pieces
together you can clearly see
the sinister design o fthe state
as welfare.

you will witness swathes
ofopen fields of the Imphal
Valley surrounded by roll-
ing hills. Now, in the name
of protecting wildlife and
ecology, land previously not
surveyed have been declared
part of Wildlife Sanctuar-
ies or Protected Forest, and
if one doesn't reside on a
hillock, the growing urban
areas have been declared
Wetlands, since it was once
apaddy field, at least 6 Chief
Ministers ago.

What pains me personally
is, when a village whose set-
tlement rights were granted
by the British, was demar-
cated to be within a Protected
Forest to push forward the
many insidious schemes of
the government. This drove
the pointhome that tribals arc
no longersafe in Manipur.

The Meiteis first cry wolf
and demanded the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) to protect
against outsiders entering
the state; then they declare
tribal settlements invalid.
Then with the triumvirate
celebration o fthe High Court

In the guise of earning
brownie points and with
wide national coverage of
a burning Manipur, it is de-
meaning to see the majority
community of the ‘Jewel of
India’ parroting a Hindu ver-
sus Christian narrative in the
current predicament.

Wecan only hope that this
time a permanent solution
can be evolved to satisfy
both communities, through
dialogue and deliberations,
with the condition that all
insurgent groups o fthe com-
munity comc within an SOO
(Suspension of Operation)
framework.

Yours etc.
KC Pau
Shillong-6

On culture,
morality &
worldviews: Need
for public exchange

the Khasi ami Jafttia if one
docs not understand how
lineage, clan, thejoint family
system, and the role of the
maternal unclc arc intricately
linked to one another. Today
however, even the strong

your cstccmec daily has seen
a brief exchange between
this writer and Mr. Glenn
C. Kharkongor through the
following letters: ‘Protect the
children’ by John Saitkhuid
on 29th April, 2023. 'Culture
and children’ by Glenn C.
Kharkongor on 3rd May
2023, 'Protcct children across
cultures' by John Saitkhuid
on May 5.2023.

One reader that has read
the exchange with interest
is Dccpa Majumdar. Her
response to ihe exchange
was expressed through her
letter titled "Modernity over-
sexualised” w'ich was pub-
lished on M ay6.2023. While
the initial letterby this writer
was concentrated on the
single event and the need to
protcct the physical boundar-
ies of childrer,. it seems that
the exchange that followed
has skimmed the surface of
deeper issues iuch as moral-
ity. culture, objective truth,
modernity, serialisation, that
cannotbe addressed satisfac-
torily through this column.

For instance, the point
raised by Kharkongor re-
garding the B blical proverb
‘'spare the rod and spoil the
child' and how many Chris-
tian countries now outlaw
child beating, touches on the
tension between objective

mg a custom prevents any
change from occurring since
itis like placing the tradition
in a time capsule.
Mismanagement
ofthe ADCs

The only autonomous
district council in Meghalaya
that operates properly and
without administrative hin-
drance is the Khasi Hills Au-
tonomous District Council;
by contrast, the Garo Hills
and the Jaintia Hills Autono-
mous District Councils arc m
administrative and financial
trouble. This columnist asked
why the JHADC's financial
report wasn't delivered dur-
ing the meeting in his posi-
tion as a member of the Sec-
ond Meghalaya State Audit
Advisory Hoard (MSAAB)
and was told that the JHADC
had trouble keeping its book
of accounts organised.

The two ADCs, the
JHADC and theGHADC .arc
in the news quite regularly,
but unfortunately for all the
wrong reasons. Hie sad state
of affairs is that the staffs of
these two councils have not
received their salaries for
more than six months now.
This has been a regular oc-
currence in at least the two
ADCs.and the staffwill have
to wait for montlts together to

morality vs culture. Yet. the
same writerjustifies ti> Dalai
Lama incident on the grounds
of culture. Also. Dccpa Ma-
jumdarhas touchcd on the re-
lationship hctween modernity
and scxualisation. However,
this writer has notappealed to
modernity or modem values
as the basis of his contention
atall. but to factual incidents
in our world, i.e. the abuse
of children. In fact, moder-
nity is the antithesis to this
writer's worldview. Contrary
to Majumdar's statements,
modernity has in fact norma-
lised children's exposure to
sexuality, such as exposing
pre puberty children to ideas
of gender fluidity. Titus, mo-
dernity is not the grounds on
which this writer’s contention
is based, but rather, the fac-
tual incidents of child abuse
that exist in reality. Also
Dccpa Majumdar considers
infallibility a divine poten-
tial and even the essence
of human nature. Even if |
grant her that, potential docs
not equal present reality.
And we cannot assume that
any priest, or holy man. has
achieved that potential. But |
do not believe that infallibil-
ity is the potential or essence
of human nature. But again,
this touchcson deeper issues
that cannot be addressed

get their salaries, 'fill today,
the staffof the JHADC have
not been paid the salary that
is due to them for more than
ten months, and both the state
government and the JHADC
arcattheirwits end to resolve
the problem
The share from resources
Royalties from major min-
erals. particularly coal, arc
shared between the state and
the district councils, but the
share of royalty collcctcd
from the extraction of major
minerals has also changcd
In the early days of coal
mining in Jafttia Hills, the
revenue from coal was shared
between the JHADC and the
suite at a ratio of X0:20, and
at that point in time, it was
the Council that collccted the
royalty. Today, not only has
the ratio tilted in favour ofthe
state government, but royalty
has also been collected by
the state and shared with the
AtICs at the governments
whims and fancies. The ir-
regularity and lack of clarity
in the way the government
shares the royalty with the
council isanother reason why
the ADC'sarc facing financial
problems.
I'he future of the ADCs
Despite the fact that in
the last five years the ADCs
were in control ofthe Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance, the
NPP-Icd government has not
made any move to resolve the
issue. Neither the Executive
Committees in the GHADC
and the JHADC nor the slate
government had made any
attempts to solve this chronic
problem the two ADCs face
It is an open secret that the
problem in both the ADCs
is that the Councils arc over-
staffed, yet the state govern-
ment. itseems, is oblivious to
the issue and is not concerned
with solving the problems that
the two ADC's arc facing
The other problem that has
become a point of conflict
between the slate govern-
ment and the ADCs is that
many bills passed by the
ADCs arc still pending with
the state government. And
the severest conflict between
the state and the ADCs is
Para 12 (A), which gives the
state government an upper
hand over the ADCs in ease
there is a conflicting issue
and the state rules override
the ADCs". The future of the
ADCs also largely depends
on the outcome of the move
to amend the Sixth Schedule
through the Constitutional
(One Hundred Twenty-Fifth
Amendments) Bill. 2019.
Itis therefore for the ben-
efit ofall the political parties
in the state and the tribals of
the three ADCs that before
they decide to plunge into
campaigning in the election to
the ADCs, the parties should
try to comc up with solutions
on how to solve some of the
problems flagged here

satisfactorily through this
‘Letters’ column.

My conclusion to this
whole exchange is this: That
weare touching on issues that
arc bigger than one isolated
event. From this exchange,
we can see that the points
of diflcrcnces between this
writer and Kharkongor or
Ms. Majumdar. does not arise
simply by our interpretation
of the single event of con-
cern. but by our worldviews,
and more importantly, by the
grounds on which our differ-
ing worldviews stand. It is
rooted in doctrine, whether
religious, cultural, or natural.
Thus, these issues cannot
be satisfactorily addressed
through an exchange in this
column. There is a dire need
fora public debate on this ten-
sion between differing world-
views. that this exchange has
touchcd upon, and this writer
is more than willing to have
such an exchange with any
person from the other side.

Yours ctc..
John Saitkhuid.
Shillong

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even iftheyarc sent by email.
Only letters withthe requisite
detail*will be published.

(SI1X)

Garo Hills State

By BM

There i» nothing absurd
nor strange about the grow-
ing voices from Garo Hills
region, all wanting to have a
separate Siatc of their own.
after having shared with
Khasi-Jaintia Hills for over
fifty years as of now. There
is nothing wrong either, with
the demand for shifting of
the State Capital to Garo
Hills during winter, the way
it is practised in Jammu and
Kashmir, though the shifting
there is for a valid reason,
due lo winier and snowfalls,
whereas the issue here has
nothing to do with weather;
it is perhaps, more for trial
run of the impending state,
which is fair enough too and
why not?

The only drawback will
be in term* of hither-thither
shifting of personnel and
the wherewithal which will
be quite i burden upon a
virtually cash-strapped State,
already inaburden of how to
clear the overdrafts and other
backlog expenses, including

Lanong

especially in West Khasi
Hills and Ri-Bhoi. They all
mingle as one.

Almost all the major trib-
al communities in the North
East have been blessed
with a State of their own,
including the Nagas and
the Mi/os. barring the
Mikirs. otherwise known
also as the Karbis. whose
leaders fought together
relentlessly with the Khasi-
Pnars and the Garos for
Statehood. They arc yet
to make their voice heard,
though recently, several
innocent Khasi-Pnar fann-
ers of Mukroh village were
gunned down for no good
reason. Hopefully such
types of unprovoked mas-
sacres, followed by recent
incursions in several parts
ofJaintia Hills district have
no link with Statehood
preparations. Take the case
of Meghalaya, which was
born without shedding a
drop of blood, whose Satya-
graha agenda of Mahatma

“Those who question the size o fthe

would-be bifurcated Garo State, should
better look into reason and compare
with several other states in India, like
Goa, Sikkint, Tripura, Mizoram and
some others, withoutforgetting the

Union Territory' o f Delhi. Garo Hills

with 24 Assembly seats, is equally de-
servingfrom that count also, on merit. ”

that of employees. It will be
quite an uphill task for the
sagacious Chief Minister
Mr. Conrad Sangma, who.
however. will not miss the
opportunity to take in his
stride, thatnothing stands on
his way foia good cause and
to fulfill the aspirations o fall
comc wintmay; the common
youthful challenges!

Those who question the
size of the would-bc bifur-
cated Garo State, should
better look into reason and
compare with several other
states in India, like Goa.
Sikkim. Tripura. Mizoram
and some others, without
forgetting tic Union Territory
of Delhi. Caro Hills with 24

Gandhi, appealed to the
hearts o f national leaders in
Delhi and elsewhere.

Roster System Issue

It may not be stale as yet
to delve into this inconclu-
sive Roster System in our
study, though this subject
had initially gone berserk,
especially on the ticklish
issue of prospective and
retrospective time factor,
where many viewsand reac-
tions for and against, have
been expressed and debated
among the public at large,
which debates however,
seem to have comc to a near
settlement, whether one
likes it or lumps it, with
the llon’blc High Court of

liAlmost all the major tribal
communities in the North East have

been blessed with a State o ftheir own,

including the Sagas and the Mizos,
barring the Mikirs, otherwise known
also as the Karbis, whose leadersfought
together relentlessly with the
Kliasi-Pnars and the Garosfor State-
hood. They areyet to make their voice
heard, though recently, several innocent
Khasi-Pnarfarmers ofMukroh village
weregunned downfor no good reason. ™

Assembly seats, is equally
deserving from that count
also, on merit. The Khasi-
Pnars have alongside with
the Garos. fought together
for bifurcating a state from
the erstwhile unified Assam,
under the leadership o f Capt.
W.A.Sangnaand others from
Khasi and laintia Hills, until
finally Parliament passed
the *Assam Reorganisation
(Meghalaya) Act 1969'. Wc
owe a lot ioand admire the
sacrificc of our leaders who,
in unison, managed to con-
vert the dr:ams for creation
of Meghalaya Slate, into
reality. Th< Khasi-Pnar elder
brothers, going by at least the
larger land-mass size of the
State, shodd hold no ill-will
or a sense of remorse on this
proposed bifurcation issue, it
should rather be a memorable
complementto wish the Garo
brothers and sisters to have
their dreanis comc true in an
exquisite style, fait-accompli
Our decp-rooted bonds will
never end. so long as this
historic exercise, jointly or-
ganised and succeeded, lasts
in memory Over and above,
thousands of Garos who
haw comc from don't-know-
whete, arc permanent settlers
in large areas o f Khasi Hills

Meghalaya, having given
its Suo-Moto order recently
in April, while dismissing
the PIL petition of one
G.M.Sangma on the issue.

it may be recalled that
Meghalaya as a new bom
State in January 1972,
while dispensing its initial
duties as an Autonomous
State had not mentioned the
Roster System in the (Reso-
lution) No-PER 222/71/138
dated 12.01.1972, relat-
ing to employment policy,
which indicated the Quota
System for different tribes
of the State. This con-
tending Roster System on
employment camc about,
apparently with cftcct from
May 10,2022 which system
will be applicable only for
the category of those who
are formally appointed

Now the ball is in the
court of the State gov-
ernment. especially when
the High Court, having
dismissed the above peti-
tion of Mr. Sangma. also
cast a duty upon the State
government, to decide on
the covcted cut-off date,
the Executiv e being the right
authority to examine and
settle the matter on the merit
ofthe issue.
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*1fyou choose not to decide, you still
have made a choice.”

Neil Peart

The Shillong Times
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Nepotism over Merit
NEPOTISM sesps through the governance system
ofMeghalaya fromjob appointments to national and
international jaunts. Nepotism is a blatant display of
favouritism towards certain individuals for reasons
ranging from exchange of money or favours, so-
cial ties, or family and kinship ties. It gives birth to
cronyism that destroys institutions at their core. In
Meghalaya a person only has to have the right con-
nections to be able to climb the ladder o fopportunity
not through the front door. It has to be the backdoor,
always. The infamous white ink scam in the Educa-
tion Department over which the CBI is sitting on
and the Courts have not given their final ruling yet
isa case in point. In this case primary school teach-
ers who did noi qualify were appointed in place of
those that earned their appointment through sheer
hard work. But merit was given a go by. Influence
trumped merit and this isjust one case that came to
light because the teachers approached the courts. Not
everyone, however, has the wherewithal to knock on
the doors ofthetemples ofjustice because legal fees
are prohibitive. So, people take it anti lump it but also
nurcc deep grievances against the entire system.

Unfortunately due to want of public action these
acts o fnepotism are repeated ad nauseum and leave
more scare. People feel helpless and it dawns on
them that ‘justice’ at least in Meghalaya is a far
cry. The recent .-all for nomination of two names of
filmmakers by the Union Ministry of Information &
Public Relations has turned into a needless contro-
versy when the names o ftwo deserving film makers
from Meghalaya who have also earned a name for
themselves nationally and internationally and whose
names were recommended by the State I&PR De-
partment were unceremoniously dropped. It would
appear that ccnain forces are at work to derail the
process of governance and departmental autonomy,
for in this case, someone from the Tourism Depart-
ment appears tohavc pulled the strings to ensure that
their cronies arc represented at Cannes.

This power olay at the top levels of the bureau-
cracy has been evident for some ycare now in the
Meghalaya Government and it does not augur well
for the state. The State Chief Secretary who has the
overall authority in ensuring the smooth functioning
ofthe bureaucratic hierarchy has to step in and assert
his authority to ensure that no bureaucratic oversteps
his/her limits. Each time opportunities open up for
deserving people to travel abroad to expand their
horizons, it is found that their chances are scuttled
by someone in the government. This cannot and
should not be allowed to happen. Justice and fair-
ness must prevail. The elected too must assert their
authority in the right direction. Enough ofnepotism
and injustice! Let merit win the day!

The Cannes
controversy

Editor,

The controversy sur-
rounding the participation
of representatives from Me-
ghalaya to the Cannes Film
Festival, arguablyone of the
most important venue in the
film festival calendar, lias put
the State in a bad light.

It was a goldei opportu-
nity for Meghalaya to send
two among its most creative
representatives to a festival
that boasts of a marriage
between art and commerce.
The matter was simple. A
letter from Joint Secretary
Films. Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, had
come to the nodal depart-
ment to select and recom-
mend representatives for an
exposure visit to Cannes to
allow them to bring back
learning experiences to the
State to be furtler shared
with creative individuals.
However, a simple exercise
was turned into a needless
exhibition of power equa-
tion with vested interests,
reducing the Stale's image
todust in the cycsofthe film
fraternity, the Government o f
India, and the Embassy of
France in India, while em-
barrassing the Stae Govern-
ment and its functioning in
the eves o fits own people. It
is pathetic to see adeserving
filmmaker withdrawing his
candidature from something
which would hav; done his
crafta world ofgood. Itnow
transpires that he was sold
by vested interests, who had
their own interest* to serve.

What is also surprising
is the role of a department
(read bureaucrat) which has

no locus standi to nominate
the film makers. It has not
only usurped the function of
a legitimate department but
also recommended a choice
which has left a bad taste in
the mouth. What the entire
episode has done is to show
that the Minister o f the I&PR
has no control over herown
department, nor influence
in the Cabinet. Her expla-
nation to the media on the
controversy betrays a sense
ol helplessness knowing that
the bureaucrat in question
wieldsa lotofclout. It would
be interesting to watch what
action the Chief Minister as
the final arbiter take in this
case or if he will just look
the other way.

The I&PR Ministershould
have ensured that the indi-
viduals who got themselves
nominated through deceit in
the first place arc withdrawn.
If this is not done, her au-
thority will be eroded forall
times to come, with thesame
principles applying to other
departments.

The name ofCommander
Shangpliang, the president
of a film makers body of
no consequence, and his
proximity to the powers
(hat be has also raised the
heckles of top filmmakers
who have won national and
international recognition for
their work. The individual
in question was allocated
a huge sum of money to
conductan international film
festival, which did not cut ice
with the people at large. The
halls were largely empty, and
awareness was non-existent.
The standard explanation
for his nomination is that
because he has conducted
a successful festival, he
deserved to be in Cannes

Matrilineal to patrilineal:
what is the cost?

Inthe last few weeks, there
have been a loto fdiscussions
on the issue of whether the
matrilineal system of the
Khasi-Jaintia has outlived
its usefulness and a change
to the patrilineal system is
much more desirable. This is
nota new issue; it has been
raised in the past and most
probably will be raised in the
future as well. Surrounded
by patrilineal societies, the
pressure to conform to what
is considered ‘mainstream’
is very strong. Whatever the
arguments made by those
who arc advocating for the
change, behind all that is the
desire to "fitin,” which drives
the demand. The KHADC
has opposed such a moveand
directed that the ST certifi-
cates should only be issued to
those who use theirmother's
surname, as mandated by
the Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Khasi Customs So-
cial Lineage Act. 1997. The
reason given for this strong
move is the need to protect
age-old traditional custom-
ary practices. While 1 think
the move is a bit strong, 1do
support the need to protect
our matrilineal system. This
is not only for maintaining
the identity of the Khasi-
Jaintia asa distinctive ethnic
group, but as an indigenous
group as well, which could
have ramifications beyond
justconfusion in the kinship
rules.

In India, the word in-
digenous is not considered
synonymous with tribes, first
peoples or nations, aborigi-
nes. ethnic groups. Adivasi.
or Janjati. The ofiicial posi-
tion is that tribals survive
but not as indigenous people
Instead, in India, the official
term used to catcgorizc such
groups is *Scheduled Tribes’
(ST), based on Article 366
of the Indian Constitution,
which gives power to the
President of India to no-
tify any group as Scheduled
Tribes in relation to a par-
ticular state or union terri-
tory. Though not spelled out
in the Indian Constitution.
Scheduled Tribes have been
identified to have the follow-
ing features: (i) indications of
primitive traits: (ii) distinc-
tivecultures:(iii) geographi-
cal isolation; (iv) shyness of
contact with the community
at large: and (v) backward-
ness. This is not far from how
the erstwhile colonists view
the indigenous communities
in the Americas. Russia, the
Arctic region and many parts
ofthe Pacific. Discrimination
and harassmentsubsequently
follow. And it s here that the

to represent the State. This
statement comes from the
same Department which
hasallotted his Organization
the money to conduct the
Festival with no account-
ing procedures, checks, and
balances (already reported
in a section of the media).
There are talks that the or-
ganization owes money to
many vendors, and that ac-
counting procedures have
been bypassed by the same
individual.

The matter should not
end merely with the cancel-
lation of the nominations but
the Augean stables must be
cleaned. As the head of the
bureaucracy, it is also en-
joined on the ChiefSecretary
to take suo moto cognizance
to probe the transgression of
bureaucratic procedures and
the authority-responsibility
principal be laid down in no
uncertain terms

It must be ensured that
in future, the over-arching
powersofa single individual
do not derail opportunities
that come to the fledgling
art and culture industry in
the State. This development
deserves to be condemned in
the strictest possible terms
and lessons be drawn up
to prevent a repeat of such
incidents.

By the way, the very man-
ner in which the recently
concluded Meghalaya Inter-
national Film Festival was
conducted must come into
public scrutiny becausc a lot
is at stake for the Govern-
ment and the State. There
was no candle to light the
inam'iiral lamp ~Ri-nmvm-H
actor Adil Hussain saved the
situation by fishing outa cig-
arette lighter from his pocket
and doing the needful. Letus

By Bhogtorum Mawrolt

international framework for
indigenous peoples becomes
very important

i he International Labour
Organization (1LO) Conven-
tion 169 puts forward two
criteria for identifying in-
digenous peoples: subjective
and objective.The objective
criterion is descent from
populations that inhabited
the country or geographi-
cal region al the time of
conquest, colonization or
establishment ofpresent tate
boundaries, andor retention
of some social, economic,
cultural, and political insti-
tutions irrespective of their
legal status. The subjective
criterion is sdf-idcntification
at the individual level and
being accepted by the com-
munity as a member. Let's
first look at the objective
criteria to try and understand
the antccedem of the Khasi-
Jaintia in the history of the
sub-continent.

The 2013 paper ‘Two
thousand years o firon smelt-
ing in the Klusi Hills. Me-
ghalaya, North East India'by
Pawcl Prokop and Ircncusz
Suliga has revealed that
iron smelting, an important
industry for the Khasis dur-
ing the pre-colonial period,
has been practiced in these
hills for at least 2000 years.
According to the authors, the
manufacturing technology
appears to be of indigenous
origin, which means that it
was developed by the Khasi-
Jaintia on their own. This,
of course, must have taken a
lotoftime, and therefore the
date of arrival of the Khasis
in the region is much ear-
lier than 2000 years, maybe
3000 -4000years ago. In fact,
the same paperalso mentions
that, based on previous stud-
ies, it is assumed that "the
Khasi and Jaintia groups,
belonging to the Austro-
Asiatic language family, mi-
grated from Southeast Asia
and spread up to the tower
Ganges arourd 3000 BC."
or 5000 yearsago. The date
is confinncd brother studies
aswell. In201S.Amn Kumar
and his colleagues published
their paper. A late Neolithic
expansion ofVchromosomal
haplogroupOZal -M95 from
east to west". It was on the
origin and d»»persal of Y-
chromosomal haplogroup
02al -M95. which distribut-
ed across the Austro Asiatic
speaking bell of East and
South Asia. if.. it is found
among the Khasi-Jaintia. The
studv found that 02al-M 95

not forget tha. this eventwas
funded and sponsored by
the Department of Tourism
and hence funded out of the
public exchequer.
urs etc..
Pynshailang Lyngdoh,
Via email

Ranking of

freedom of

press further
lowered

Editor.

India’s world ranking
in press freedom is further
lowered whereas the ranking
of Pakistan and Afghanistan
is better than thato f India's
Why it is s0? I quote here
two instances which hap-
pened rccenily and which
willexplain why the ranking
ofthis country visa vis press
freedom lias plummeted

Case 1

This case is related to
CPM Rajya Sabha member
and who is also the best par-
liamentarian. He has written
anarticle ina newspaper and
titled. ‘Perilsofpropaganda.”
Buta BJP leader from Kerala
made a complaint to Chair-
man, Rajya Sabha under
Section 153A and accord-
ingly the Chairman had a
discussion with Rajya Sabha
member Bri.tas. Now the
question arises whether India
allows free speech?

Case 2

A press reporter from
Delhi visited AAP party
clinic for reporting but the
lady reporter was booked by
Punjab policc under various
criminal sections and had to

carrying people spread to the
sub-continent from the East,
most probably from Laos, ar-
riving in the North East
most probably with the Kha-
si-Jaintia now- mostly found
in present day Meghalaya) in
the late Neolithic period, i.e..
around 4000 BCE and 2000
HCH, 0r6500 and 4000 years
ago. The latter is a critical
datesince it wasaround 4000
years ago. that the Munda
and the Khasi-Jaintia shared
a common ancestor. These
dates are very important.

It was around 2600 BCE
(4600 years ago) that the
Indus Valley Civilization
was beginning togain promi-
nence. But by 3500 years
ago, i.e., itbid declined, and
then there is record of the
arrival of the Indo-European
language speakers who gave
rise to the 16 Mahajanapa-
das, kingdoms or oligarchic
republics that existed in
ancient India from the sixth
to the fourth centuries BCE.
It was during this time
duism, Buddhism, and Jain-
ism emerged as important
religious ideologies. The
Mahajanapadas in turn gave
rise to the Mauryan Empire,
the Gupta Empire, and the
like. Then the Delhi Sultan-
ate rose as a powerful po-
litical force during the 13th
Century, culminating into the
Mughal Empire, followed by
the arrival of the British, and
the birth of the modem state
of India post-1947.

Through all these chang-
es, the Khasi-Jaintiaand their
Austro Asiatic cousin, the
Munda. endured. They held
on to their own social, eco-
nomic. cultural, and political
institutions with some influ-
ences from the surrounding
region, no doubt. For the
Khasi-Jaintia. the pressure
to conform must have been
more immense since they
are matrilineal and distinct
from other groups, whether
indigenous or not. A very
common experience of in-
digenous peoplesall over the
world is the discriminatory,

connotations associated with
itintermsofpolitical, social,
and cultural aspects. And it
is here that the danger lies in
the demand for changing the
lineage system from matri-
lineal to patrilineal, the loss
of indigenous identity, and
the memory of the ancestors
who. despite all challenges,
decided not to fit in with the
mainstream.

It is, however, not the
ease that Khasi-Jaintia were
not aware of the patrilineal
traditions. In fact, they did
use them to enrich the system
but not to break it. something
that is being proposed by
those who want to changc
the system from matrilineal
to patrilineal. In the Bhoi
region, there is a type of
matrimonial alliance known
asShim-Bhoi. Incases where
a family has only male chil-
dren, in order to keep the
properly within the same
elan, brides are sought from
the Karbi clans (who follow
the patrilineal system) rather
than the matrilineal Bhoi
clans. The children get the
father'ssurname, and if they
in turn have female children
of their own. the matrilineal
system is adopted. So the
patrilineal system is used,
but in relation to a Khasi-
Jaintia man marrying a non-
Khasi-Jaintiawoman, not for
marriages between members
of the same group. This in-
novation was to ensure that
the resources of the commu-
nity were not appropriated
by other groups. Is there a
similar threat that compels
those members o f the Khasi-
Jaintiacommunity who want
toadopt a patrilineal custom?
That is something only they
cananswer. Even if thatwere
the case. | don't believe a
system that has lasted around
6.000 years (in this region at
least) is so fragile that it has
to change now becausc some
people want to hold on to
some more property.

The matrilineal system
is the bedrock of Khasi-
Jaintia identity as indigenous
people. It is also a homage
to the ancestors who kept
hold of their identity despi

, and paternal
tic attitude of the dominant
groups towards them because
of their distinctive identity.
But despite that, they have
decided to maintain that
identity, as have the Khasi-
Jaintia. This is what is meant
by the subjective criterion of
self-identification, which, in
simple words, meansa group
and its members identifying
themselves as being indig-
enous despite the negative

approach high court for bail.
In the media it is reported
that the same reporter had
highlighted the Kejrivval
official home renovation epi-
sode and itis for this reason
that she was harassed. Can
we call ourselves a democ-
racy that allows freedom of
expression and pursuit of
truth?

When various functions
are happening as part of
the G20 confcrence such
news reports really tamish
the image of the country. It
is said that Democracy is a
government of the people,
by the people and for the
people. But when this de-
mocracy is converted into
Buy the people. Far from the
people and Off the people
then ranking is automati-
cally downgraded. Itisworth
mentioning that ratings can
be improved by the govern-
ment only.

India had seen the black
days of emergency when
there was suppression of
free expression so there is no
need o felaborating the same
as that period is in the past.
How press freedom has been
gagged can be judged from
the ranking as India's rank-
ing in the 2023 world press
freedom index has slipped to
161 out of 180 according to
the latest report released by
the global media watchdog.
Reporters without Borders
(RWB).

RWB, headquartered in
Paris and which has a con-
sultative status with the UN
releases an annual report the
objective o fwhich is to com-
pare and quantify the level
of press freedom enjoyed

ite
the many they
faced throughout many gen-
erations. And it is imperative
that this tradition be kept
alive, for without it, 1am
afraid we will be a people
without identity and without
history. That. | hope, is not
the fate of our people.

(The views expressed in
the article are those o fthe
author and do not reflectin
any way his affiliation to any

(SI1X)

Polls and the
paradox in
Karnataka

By Jagdish Rattanani

Without delving into what
the Karnatakaelections hold
and which way the wind will
blow, it can be safely said
that this s an election that
has signilicancc well beyond
the immediate. In fact, rarely
has a Stale election been as
important for the nation as
the one in Karnataka now.
Forwhat wcare seeing is not
just one election battle but
a fight fo- a larger message
that this electoral outcome
will send out to India and
the world. Most observers
(irrespective of political
leanings) would agree that
the resulis of this election
will cany significant impli-
cations for Indian politics
into 2024 and beyond.

This is a place of privi-
lege for the* Siai«* and iu
clcctoratcofover 52 million.
It also phces an enormous
responsibility on the people
ofKamakata.a Slate that has
been a poncer in science,
technology and innovation.
In popular Indian imagina-
tion, the Suite continues to
be at the Dp in building new
and modem tech-based solu-
tions. Fot example, it leads
the nation in total installed
power of grid-interactive
renewable energy. It is fer-
tile ground for a host of
start-upsand the angels who
give stari-ups their fuel to
play around and experiment.
The State has 42 per cent of
India's total of 95 unicorns.
It has over 13,000 start-ups
now.

More than 40 years ago
in this State was etched the
story of Infosys that went
on to showcase India as a
global software services
powerhouse, kickstarting
(alongside TCS and others)
a revolution that has over
five million people in di-
rect employment and many
times thiithumber indirectly.
Infosys and its best-known
founder N R Narayana Mur-
thy poularised messages of
integrity and how a straight
path can help build a long-
term business. These stories
have been told again and
again in educational and
business institutions across
India. They marked a mod-
ern story of growth with
values.

A new high in this story
o f business for good, values
in the lead and a spiritual
outlook o:'giving away came
again Iron Karnataka in the

or or

by journalists and media in
180 countries. Naturally
the Press Club of India has
voiced deep concern over the
country's continuous down-
ward spiral in the index. For
developing democracies in
the global South where deep
pockets of inequities exist,
the media's role cannot be
overemphasized. Constraints
on press freedom due to
hostile working conditions
and threats to the physical
and mental safety of per-
sonnel severely impacts
the ability of journalists to
gather, select, produce and
disseminate news in the
public interest independent
of political, economic, legal
and social interference. Pie
present right wing authori-
tarian regime has ensured
that whatever vestiges of
the free press remain in
India are gagged or made
totally beholden to the ruing
dispensation. Wc should all
hang our heads in collective
shame at this dubious dis-
tinction: the addition o f yet
another rotten feather in our
over-feathered cap
In the final analysis wc as
common citizens can only
pray and expect from the
government that necessary
steps arc taken to improve
the press freedom ranking
s0 that the sanctity o fdemoc-
racy is safeguarded.
Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes

of Azim Premiji
and his jiving pledge: "1
strongly i>clieve that those
of us. who are privileged
to have wealth, should con-
tribute significantly to try
and crca:c a better world
for die millions who arc far
less privileged. 1 will con-
tinue to act on this belief.”
Premji. himself the creator
of Wiproas an IT giant, cut
new ground and became In-
dia’s tallest business leader
when he pledged to raise his
total lifctimc giv ing to USD

billionin 7019"

Every student in India
knows these stories. They
showcase Karnataka as a
State tha: looks to the fu-
ture and pushes ahead to
meet the needs of a bold,
modern, globalised India
where Indians are not only
the consuners but important
suppliersoftalentand ideas.
It epitomised professional
excdlence. a spiritofservice
as well as resilience and
humility. Vet. this is also the
State that has hit the national
headlines for other reasons,
like the ugly controversy
force-created by interested
groups ori whether girls can
wear the lijab in colleges
the so-callcd hijab row. The
pictures and utterances that
emerged at the height of the
controversy in Feb. 2022
presented Karnataka in a
less than favourable light, a
State that was seen a recent
increase in cases of com-
munal violence. Last year,
the State Home Minister
Araga Jranendra told the
Legislative Assembly that
the State had recorded 63
instances of communal vio-
lence since Jan. 2019 (Jan.
1. 2019 to Feb. 15. 2022)
with no convictions as of

Feb. 2022. This translated to
one communal disturbance
every 18 days in a little over
three ycare

The last days o fa bitterly
contested and important
election arc once against
seeing the push towards
a communal agenda, with
the BJP putting its energies
in defence of the Bajrang
Dal. The Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself led
with *Bajrang Bali Ki Jai'
and asked voters to chant the
same as they cast their vote.
Itis clear that the veneer, if
any. is gone and the appeal
on religious grounds is as
direct as it gets. One reason
could be the BJP's worry
that it is losing ground. It
thinks thata dose o f religion
will Iwlp it <iil ihrmith in
the face of challenges like
internal local area squabbles
within the BJP and the Con-
gress hammering away on
Uie monumental corruption
that has allegedly become
the signature of the BJP
rule in Karnataka. The BJP
push back is on a point in
the Congress manifesto that
promises"decisive action as
per the law including impos-
ing a ban” on organisations
like the Bajrang Dal and the
PF1. which have been known
to be spreading hatred

Herein lies the paradox
of Karnataka. The rest of
educated India knows the
State mostly through the
stories of itstech leaders and
the vibrancy of Bengaluru,
which has sometimes been
voted as the top city to work
for many and certainly for
IT professionals. A visitor
to Bengalum will note the
energy and the frenetic pace
that makes the city tick.
People from across the coun-
try flock here, and grow their
careers here. On the other
hand, the State has become
a tinderbox of communal
strife. True, the politics of
the State has changed, the
BJP has taken power and
grown roots but equally a
section of the people have
taken to the new and accr-
bic messaging that pits one
against the other. The hijab
row had political motiva-
tions but it also had to have
peopleon the ground warm-
ing up to the message. While
itis fair to argue thata lotof
the strife is politically cre-
ated. the headline messaging
is equally that the politics
of Hindutva has entered the
South, and Karnataka is its
gateway.

In the process, the mes-
sage of growth with values
may be lost. In the absence
ofa robust political adoption
and translation, that story
has not seeped in. Today,
headline grow th is up but
the story beneath the surface
is different. The Economic
Survey document of the
State government noted
that per-capita Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
nfINR \ OS lakh<i(i*ctimativl
for FY 22) is the highest
among the top five Indian
States. Yet. other critical
indicators have not kept
up. For example, NFHS
data show that Karnataka
has fallen over the years in
national ranking in terms
of stunting in children (low
height- for-age). Height-for-
age is a measure of linear
growth retardation and cu-
mulative growth deficits. In
Karnataka. 35.4% of chil-
dren were stunted in 2019-
21. According to a report,
this ranked 24 outof the 30
States, falling three spots in
2019-21 from 2015-16. The
pointis that social indicators
and how they arc moving
have hardly been discussed
during the campaign that is
rolling on supercharged by a
divisive agenda.

The results will help nav-
igate this complex territory
They will speak for now. In
doing so. they will cast their
long shadow on the 2024
national elections as well.

(The writer is ajournal-
ist andfaculty member al

. news are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail: editor
thebillionpress.org)
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“ There's nothing like desperation

to sharpenyour sense o ffocus.”

— Thomas Newman

The Shillong Times

V<i SoclAV So.:«.

Mill I-ONC. WEDNESDAY.MAY 10.2023

Azad’s own Kashmir
A sense of realism is integral to politics. Un-

fortunately, this is not the ease with the parties
of various hues here. The result is that even
when a government is seen to be taking action
in national interest, support for it comes only
or mostly from the ruling party. An example is
the abrogation ofArticle 370 thereby removing
the special status of Jammu and Kashmir by
the NDA government in 2019. Former Union
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, a seasoned Con-
gress leader who quit the party and formed his
own Progressive Azad Party some time ago, has
admitted thatthe abrogation has helped “end the
scourge of terrorism and stone-pelting” in the
harried Valley. This is well-known but it is quite
uncommon for an opposition political party
leader to acknowledge such things, let alone
support such actions. Azad means well for his
own people in Kashmir and means well for the
nation as well. This is the reason why he has
qualified thisstatement with an observation that
this administrative change brought about by the
Centre is. however, not “good" for the people

in the Valley

Admittedly, the entire oppo

n did not

stand against the abrogation in 2019. Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kcjriwal, for one, backed the
historic government decision. To the common
eye, this decision on the part of the Modi-led
government was a master-stroke. The decision
was taken shortly after it won the parliament
polls for a second term in office and Amit
Shah took change as the new home minister.
The Congress party, principally Rahul Gandhi,
had opposed the move along with the rootless,
visionless-leadership of the Left. Most other
opposition parties remained silent on this count.
They chose to play safe. Admittedly, Kashmir is
not still back to the level of a fabled 'paradise
on earth'. Stray acts of terrorism are occurring,
but the terror outfits have obviously lost steam.
Stone-pelting by belligerent youths on the se-
curity forces is certainly an old story.

More importantly, the youths in Kashmir
have begun minding their business of studies
or finding jobs. Concurrently, the Pakistani
establishment and its mischief-mongcring
military have begun lying low vis-"-vis their
vicious engagements against India. Fact is, it is
difficult to sustain terrorism for too long. The
LTTE ended up in a whimper after its assaults
fora quarterafa century; so with Al Qaeda and
the ISIS or the outfits in Europe like Sinn Fein;
so with the militant outfits of the past in the
North-East region, though Manipur has emerged
as a new worry now. By their very nature, such
outfits have an expiry date. State power cannot
be neutralized with violence.

Need for
societal
dialogues

Editor.

The march lo uncertain
times will begin with scenes
on May 12. 2023 when the
VPP will in all probability
throw life into yet another
spin of uncertainty. It could
end up with a law and order
problem but lei’s hope not
as life has been normal in
spite ofclectricily and water
problems pushing us lo adapt
to the lack of essentials in
our day to day existence.
As mentioned in the news-
papers. the VPP says it will
not be responsible for the
presence of a Urge crowd
The question U. who will
be responsible ihcn should
things veer out of control?

I quote front a meeting
with a learned man. “In the
present situation if one de-
sires attention and reaction
from the Government all
that is to be don: is to creatc
a law and order problem.”
Wec get back to he same rut
of putting the eitirc wheels
ofthe economy o a grinding
hall. Everyone gel* affected
and children are among the

worst victims whose trau-
matic experience stays on
for years while also losing
outon theircrucial formative
and growth period. Daily
wage earners will yet again
have to beg, borrow and steal
to see through the day and
the list can be endless.
Weshould ask ourselvesa
question. Have wc not gone
through years and years
of agitations by the same
political leaders? Yet is it
not surprising that we arc at
the bottom of the list in all
achievement parameters?
All these can be avoided if
we can only sit down and
discuss the contentious ros-
terand quota issue instead o
marching to the Secretariat
just to submita letter to the
Government. Thisis too high
a price to pay for the valu-
able years ofour lives. Some
evolved and mature thinking
NGO’s have publicly stated
that the roster issue should
be handled with kid gloves
and this is much appreciated.
Will a neutral, frank debate
ina non-threatening space be
tolerated ifthere is one? Can
we slop and think before we
acton the 12th of May?
Is etc.
Pynkhrawbor Chync.
Via email

anipur will never
e the same again

The images and footages
emanating from Manipur
arc shocking to say the least.
The scenes of thousands of
charred vchiclcs, the flames
and smoke in the skies from
homes set ablaze, the loot-
ing, the destroyed churches,
the vandalised war memorial
reveal the extent o fthe may-
hem. The most appalling are
that video clips of people be-
ing beaten mercilessly (even
to death) by rival mobs. Ihe
sense of humanity vanished.
The emotion for ethnicity
took over. Even though those
who escaped the violence
evacuees recount their hor-
rors the quantum o f violence
may never be comprehended.
The scale of destruction is
immeasurable. That barbaric
acts should take place in the
21st century is unimaginable.
The seriousness of the situ-
ation was so grave that the
Centre had to commission
the central forces under Ar-
ticlc 355, one short of 356.
namely President's rule.
The latest counts of deaths
arc more than 160 (may rise
rapidly), thousands have
turned refugees in their own
state in cramped reliefcamps
with minimum privacy and
hundreds arc injured in hos-
pitals. An unprecedented
human crisis!

While Manipur boiled and
burned the Prime Minister
was totally unperturbed. He
was loo obsessed with the
elections in Karnataka to
be concerned with the com-
munal clashes that engulfed
the state. He instead invoked
“The Kerala Story’, a mere
movie that depicts terror con-
spiracies to accuse the Con-
gress of playing vote bank
politics. “The Gujarat Story”
should also be made to set
the record straight. The stoic
silence is not hard to read.
The BJP is ruling Manipur.
To even say that any form
of violence is unacceptable
might be seen as a criticism
of the slate government. But
the actual reason could be
more sinister. It is fair to say
that the minority is more
at the receiving end in the
Manipur riots. The majority
should not be offended so
that the vote bank could be
kept inlact or even improv ed.
The non-tribal community in
that state constitutes 57.2%
per cent of the population
and command 40 scats in the
state Assembly. It is feared
the unrests are being used to
strengthen the vote bank o fa
particular communal party.

Oneofthe baffling scenes
is the burning o fchurches in
the Mcitci dominated areas
The issue has nothing to do
with religion, then why the
large scale vandalism of as
many as 25 churches? In
some videos we hear that the
destruction of churches was
not done by the Meiteis. Then
who did it? The alleged con-
spiracy of the involvement

‘The Kerala
Story’- a
wake-up call or
propaganda?

Editor.

What if your daughter
is radicalized and wants to
leave your home? What if
yoursisters arc brainwashed
to change their religion and
manry the fighters of ISIS,
one of the dreaded extrem-
ist groups? As loving par-
ents. you will then certainly
rant at those who all have
tried to suppress the ugly
realities, calling them mere
propaganda. A noted writer
and Archbishop of Kerala,
Dr. Mar Joseph Pamplany.
asserted in 2020 that those
who argued that 'love jihad"
doesn't exist in Kerala arc
blind to the reality. He la-
mented +m"Such people, be
they politicians or those from
social and cultural spaces or
media, may have their own
vested interests. But one
thing is clear, we arc losing
our young women. It is not
just about love marriages.
It's a war strategy to destroy
their lives.”. Should this la-
ment by the concerned bish-
op be doubted? Is the anxiety

By Albert Thyrniang

of Christians themselves to
damage the reputation of the
Mcitci community is totally
baseless. The damage to the
places ofworsliip has hurt the
Christians the most and has
cast a shadow on the major-
ity community in Manipur.
Some BJP cohorts in ‘main-
land’ India, hive also made
the wildest of allegations
that the whole episode wasa
Christian conspiracy. BJP’s
tag of being anti-Christians
is enhanced.

Only the Metropolitan
Archbishop of Bangalore
Peter Machado has con-
demned the targeting of
churches and persecution
of Christian? in Manipur.
The Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of India (CBCI)
expressed concern at the situ-

the confusion is the follow-
ing. Scheduled Castes (SCs)
anil Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) exist for the Mcitci
community. Before decid-
ing on whether Meiteis are a
tribe or not the SC'and OBC
conundrum should be cleared
first. W hat will happen to the
SC and OBC arrangements
ifthe Meiteis fulfil the tribal
criteria? Will the constitu-
tional SC and OBC structure
be done away with? There is
also the strong argument that
since the Meiteis arc already
an advanced and progressive
group, why arc they still
nurture this long pending
‘climb down' demand for
ST status?

The crux of the complex
issue is land. The unstated
reason for the ST demand is

Though the Meiteis haw largely abandoned their
traditional religion, Sanamahi ami converted to
Hinduism is argued to against their demandfor
tribal status it could be argued that tribals who

have embraced Christianity still enjoy tribal status.

ation pointing to the counter
mobilisation by some Mcitci
groups agaiist the Kuki
demonstration mentioning
also the burning down of the
Kuki war memorial. Some
bishops in tie North Hast
have asked for prayers for
peace in the troubled state.
But none of the otherwise
noisy Kerala bishops has
uttered a word becausc they

the scarce commodity. Land
is even scarccr for the Mcit-
cis in Manipur. They occupy
only 10% of ihe total land
(mainly the Imphal valley or
the plain areas of the state)
though they make up nearly
60% of the population They
can’t buy land in the 90%
areas (hills) that arc owned
by the multiple tribes who
together comprise 40% of

to India. The international
demarcations arc unclear.
The international border
has divided ethnic groups,
clans and even famililcs
into two or three countries.
The Mizos of Mizoram, the
Kukis of Manipur and the
Chins in Myanmararc essen-
tially the same people. When
the Myanmar junta cracked
down in the Chin region
people escaped to Mizoram.
The state provided shelter
defying the directivc of the
central government to deport
them back. Some must have
fled as fugitives to Manipur.
Along with Rohingias the
Kukis were also displaced by
the Myanmar government.
Prior to the existence of the
modem nations and states
people of different tribes
could settle anywhere. Even
today movements across
international boundaries are
quite routine. Additionally,
we know that wc all origi-
nated from Tibet or Cambo-
dia or Myanmar or China.
Some readied this part o fihe
world before others. That’s
the only difference. Those
who comc in now do out of
compulsion

The violence in the North
Eastern state was not out
of the blue. It was looming
large for a long time. What
was the government doing?
Where was the intelligence
wing of the policc? Why
the affccled party did not
challenge the court's order
at a higher bench or in the
Supreme Court?'The solidary
march of 60,000 people was
bound to creatc trouble. The

have been with
the BIP. politically in recent
limes.

The whysand wherefores
ofthe chain ofcvents includ-
ing the horrifying violence
has been elucidated in the
print and electronic media
Ihe breakdov*n on the gen-
esis of the turmoil arc easily
available across platforms.
What triggered the sad events
was the recommendation
of the Manipjr High Court
directing the state govern-
ment to consider granting
ST status to tie Mcitci com-
munity within a lime frame
There were aso other flash
points like tix: evictions of
tribals from forest lands’,
the crack-down on poppy
cultivation of the tribes in
the hills, the pulling down
of “illegally’ constructed
churches, the alleged racial
profiling of tribals. among
others. But the tipping point
was the High Court’s ver-
dict.

The judgement is quite
strange. Though the Meiteis
have largely abandoned their
traditional religion, Sanama-
hiand convened to Hinduism
is argued to against their de-
mand for tribal status itcould
be argued that tribals who
have embraced Christianity
still enjoy tribal status. Yet,

and anguish of countless
parents whose daughtersarc
in the clutchcs of the wrong
hands less important than
Ihi* hyporrilial uproar ofa
certain section o f people who
try to dismiss the incidents
of increasing indoctrination
by certain people employed
by certain terror organiza-
tions? Even Prakash Karat,
the general secretary of the
CPM. had expressed similar
apprehension, particularly
concerning PFI activities in
relation to the danger posed
by some militant organiza-
tions since the former was
actively supjwrting the ex-
tremist forces outside the
country.

Against :hc backdrop
of an impending danger-
ous situatioa for so many
years, some bold people
have comc forward to raise
their voices igainst the or-
deal faced by gullible young
girls. The Kciala Story is one
ofthose efforts. In 2020 The
United Nations

the Inaddition to
this, tribals can also purchase
and own land in the 10%
general area. ‘Hie tribals have
the geographical advantage
Land pressureon the Meiteis
is seen as the motivating fac-
tor for the ST demand.

Tribal groups, on the other
hand, feel endangered. Their
very existence is threatened
if the Meiteis indeed wear
the tribal cards. They will
be nblc to buy land in the
tribal areas pushing the trib-
als, including the Kukis. out.
Moreover job and business
opportunities, reservations in
educational institutions and
many other privileges will be
significantly reduced for the
tribals in favour of the Mcit-
cis who arc already much
more developed in every
sphere of life besides enjoy-
ing the demographic advan-
tage. However, the Mcities
counter that they could soon
be outnumbered by the ‘il-
legal immigrants’ (Kukis)
from Myanmar. Hence the
call for an NRC and the ST
status demand!

The problem of migra-
tion lies with the porous
international border in the
North Eastern states and
the instability in the neigh-
bouring countries. We can’t
blame people for coming in

accounts of women who
experienced the brutality
of ccrtain extremist groups.
There arc many documcn-
larios on Ihi* nrl made by
conscious people.

A popular scholar from
Portsmouth, UK Khalid
Umar, retorts —Talk about
terrorism, 1S1S and forced
conversions, Muslims dry
up their throats ranting ‘this
is not true Islam’. Make
movies like THE KASHMIR
FILES or THE KERALA
S TORY, the same Muslims
cry hoarse, 'this is Islamo-
phobialll". Do we hear it?
They are confirming what is
true Islam. Find me another
cult that tries so foolishly
to confuse the kafirs. In the
modern world, no other
religion is so heavy on hu-
manity."

Aconccrncd mother from
Kochi says: "The Kerala
Story has helped awaken the
masses about the tragic real-
ity of ISIS brides: how the

ntshould have ap-
prehended this. So why was
notenough precaution taken?
Post the stone pelting by the
protesters and the violent
counter reactions from the
Mcitci groups why did the
policc lake sides? The state
government has a lot to an-
swer for. It isalmost squarely
responsible for the havoc.
The Bircn Singh govern-
ment has convened peace
meetings. Christian fomms
have shown the way by vis-
iting camps of non-tribals
and providing them with
essential reliefs. Normalcy
may return in a while but
the wounds of this violence
will lake a long time to heal
and the scars will never be
erased. Manipur will never
be the same again.
Meghalaya is facing a
similar impasse on the res-
ervation policy and the roster
system between the two ma-
jor tribes in the state. If not
carefully handled a similar
scenario may arise here. Both
sides of the fences should be
heard for the government to
wisely deicide on the issue,
thereby satisfying both par-
ties. Itis a tight rope to walk
but nothing like the Manipur
incident should ever happen
elsewhere in the region

long back in 2010 in an
interv iew that some people
with ccrtain mindsets arc
luring their youngsters to
marry Hindu or Christian
girls to increase their popula-
tion. This will pose a serious
threat to the nation and its
democratic setup
Well. 1am not hcreiogive
a 5-star rating to this film -
The Kerala Story. But what
1 feci is that no people, no
organizations, no religions
should hold humanity toran-
som. No one should encour-
age brutality and bloodshed
in thenameofreligion. Also,
do not trust those forccs
who try to brush aside the
bloody acts of terror under
the carpet. As responsible
citizens, we should raise our
sane voices for "humanity”
and communal harmony.
Compassion, love for "all"
and tolerance arc the only
pathways to divinity.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gevvali. (Member.

the alarm by declaring that
Kerala is fast becoming a
hotbed of ISIS recruitments.
Theworld's leading newspa-
pers. such as The Guardian.
Washington Post, New York
Times. Herald Sun, and
The Telegraph, regularly
published luart-wrenching

girlsare brain-
washed by certain people
and get married to terrorists
as sex slaves. Please spare a
thought for the victims.”

In view of the impend-
ing danger, the CPM’s top
leader, also the former Chief
Minister of Kerala -V S
Achuthanandan, also said

Human Rights
Commission)
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times

(SI1X)

Bob's Banter

ChatGPT,
Chanakya and
Compassion..!

B Robert Clements

Last week | had to make
different groups of people
in a class | was teaching to
cnact small plays, and feel-
ing lazy, | decided to use
ChatGPT instead of writing
them. We!  they turned out
to_be exceptionally good
skits, and like I said.all done
using ChatGPT! As the per-
formances began. | watched
the actors working on their
dialogues and noticed their
lines wereall geared towards
solving addiction problems.
ChatGPT had done an excel-
lent job of giving solutions
through clever discourse
and rational thought, but
as 1continued watching, 1
noticed one major ingredient
missing, and this made me
literally scratch my head, as
I wmnd<*rr*d what it was and
slowly the realization came
to my mind as to what the
missing irgredient was. It
was something ChatGPT or
any other software would
have found impossible to
duplicate cr replicate.

I'm sure you're all won-
dering what I'm speaking
about, anc the only way |
can explain this is through
an incidem.

that slipping from clever
speech and Chanakya strat-
egy, was not there in those
scripts.

ChatGPT | noticed was
clever. but could not move
from perfection to human-
ness!

Many years back my late
dad and | went to a newly
built theatre. My dad was an
artist and interior designer.
We reached the new theatre.
They had called us, as they
wanted usto do a small inte-
rior designing job for them,
and entering the gates. | was
awed by the decorative fit-
tings o fthe theatre and other
extravagant features that the
owners had decorated the
theatre with, including the
magnificent marble. | turned
In my dad and whispen*d,
“Dad. look at the beautiful
marble they've used!"

My dad looked at the
marble, then looked at me
and smiled. “That's not real
marble Bob." he said simply.
“That's imitation marble!
Real marble has faults which
run through it!"

1 nodded as 1 understood
what he was trying to tell
me: that those so-called

Over two thousandyears ago. whileJesus was in
the middle o fhis ministry here on earth, he de-

layeda .|

itto a closefriend who was dying. He

knew th-it Lazarus was sick. He knew that Mary
and Mcrtha, sisters of Lazarus, expected him to
rush to their house andsaw their brother, but he
didnotgo. Thesisters evensent wordto Jesus that
Lazarus, "he whom thou lovest." is ill. But Jesus

told his followers

hissickness will notend in

death. No. itisfor God's glory so that God's son
may be glorified through it.”

Over two thousand years
ago, while Jesus was in the
middle of his ministry here
on earth, he delayed a visit
to a close friend who was
dying. Ile knew that Lazarus
wassick. He knew that Mary
and Martha, sisters of La-
zarus. expected him to rush
to their house and save their
brother, but he did not go.
The sister* even sent word
to Jesus that Lazarus, "he
whom thou lovest.” is ill.
ButJesus old his followers:
“This sickness will not end
in death. No, it is for God's
glory so tint God's son may
be glorified through it."

Unknown to his disciples,
there was a reason for his
delay. There was a strategy
atwork!

It was done on purpose,
which wasto reach the resi-
denceofth:sistersand work
a great miracle, so that many
would see the power o fGod.
And that was exactly what
he did. He waited, or as
the old English word says,
he tarried, and then made
his way to the home of his
friend, and I am sure in his
mind, he knew already that
his friend wasdead. Hut still
made his vy there.

When he reached Beth-
any where Lazarus lived,
he knew from the sounds of
mourning and maybe from
the fact that there were even
lesser sounds than when
a man had just died, that
Lazarus had passed on. and
had passed away a few days
before. As was cxpected the
sisters ran >t to him. to tell
him their brother was dead
They cried in deep agony,
saying iftie Lord had comc
earlier. Lazarus could have
been hcalc.1

Jesus knew what was go-
ing to happen. He knew soon
there would be laughterand
rejoicing is the dead man
walked outofhis grave. Yet,
on seeing ihe grief of those
around. Jesus wept.

In the Holy Scriptures,
itis the shortest verse, but |
think the irost revealing and
powerfull Apowerful healer,
though he would soon see
a man resurrected, still al-
lowed himself to bccome
vulnerable to feel with his
heart the emotions o fsorrow
around hint.

ITiat heart o fcompassion.

faults actually revealed per-
fection!

What wc see in our
country today is the use
of Chanakya strategics by
most everyone, especially
in politics. We even have
poll strategists who work out
winning poll fonnulas.

Think deeply dear read-
er. arc we playing a game
of chess using people as
pawns? Remember, in the
middle of one of Christ's
greatest miracles he broke
down, feeling the sorrow
around, and in that break-
ing down, in those tears, in
that weeping, revealed the
character of God: a God
who could show compassion
even before stratcgizing a
miracle

But here in our country,
it's not too late for change.
There’s a chance today for
our own political leadership
to throw out ChatGPT and
Chanakya thinking.

Yes. there is!

Everyday we’ve been
seeing pictures of young
girls like your daughter or
mine, on the front pages of
our papers or appearing right
in our living rooms through
our TV screens: Young girl
wrestlers weeping over be-
ing molested and sexually
assaulted by a powerful man.
It's so sad that they are de-
scribedall the time as ‘wres-
tlers” that we forget they are
the same young age. as the
teenagernext door, or maybe
my daughter or yours. There
they arc on a mat in Delhi,
day and night asking the na-
tion forjustice!

Now. if our Primc-Min-
istcr could one morning,
without cameramen orjour-
nalists, just walk over and
stretch out his arms to these
poor girls, and assure them
that his heart feels for them,
what a glorious moment that
would be for India!

It would speak louder
than all the gold medals the
girls have won. It would be
close to what that Biblical
verse says, in what a weep-
ing Jesus did

Can lie do it? Can he
reach out to them? Because
today, our country needs
huge doses of Compassion,
not Chanakya strategies or
ChatGPT formulas..!

bobsbanleiiQgmaU.com
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Unplanned Smart City
SHILLONG is supposed to be a smart city but
the smart infrastructure is woefully missing.
One of the first things visible in a planned city
arc rccrcation spaccs. In Shillong the only rec-
reation spacc for children is Lady Hydari Park.
The Wards Lake has no space for kids to scam-
per around and tire themselves out. Kids and
young adolescents should be physically active
to expend their energies instead of being glued
to their smart phones which is the ease today
and this has serious conscqucnccs. In most cities
every locality has a public garden and recreation
park where even the elderly can meet with their
peers as they take their grandkids out to play.
The elderly cannot be cooped up in their homes
the whole day. They need to meet and interact
with others on a range of issues. It helps them
to trigger their thought processes and perhaps
keep Alzheimer's at bay.

Lady Ilydari Park and Wards Lake arc both
legacies of the British. We may disagree with
the British on many counts but in terms of fore-
sight and imagination they arc aclass apart. The
Raj Bhavan with its lush lawns is another good
example of a plush government house whose
space is largely unused because the occupants
of Raj Bhavan have for a long time lived there
without their extended families. Considering
that Shillong is expanding at an incredible
pace a part ofthe Raj Bhavan could have been
carved out a> a recreation spacc. It will do no
one any harm if that space is cordoncd off from

the Government House.

Come to the New Shillong Township. That
place too docs not seem to have been planned
to include a childrens’ park. It is already be-
ing heavily constructed although there is still
some space along the area where the Shillong
International Centre for the Performing Arts and
Culture (SICPAC) is locatcd. Humans are not
automatons. They need a breathing space and to
see beauty around them. The youth in particular
need recreation space; but where is that spacc?
True some localities have sports grounds where
the youth car play football, basketball or cricket
but they also need spacc where they can just sit
and have conversations. Such spaccs arc too
few and far between. Hence the youth end up
drinking or doing drugs inside vehicles parked
in dark comers where they feel safe and where
their anonymity is assured. Meghalaya now
abounds with drug users and there are reasons
for that. Most houses are cramped and don't
provide the spacc for young people to meet and
converse with their friends. Neither arc their
public spaces for their rccrcation. How can we
expect a sense of well-being in such cramped
spaces? Government needs to think beyond
creating hard infrastructure. Is that not what the
Planning Board is all about?

Garo solidarity

triumphs

Fditor.

It was good to sec that
Dominic Sangrru’s name has
finally been inc udcd in the
listof two filmmakers to be
visiting Cannesshortly. The
Government was bound to
cave in to the demands from
the Garo community which
questioned why Dominic
Sangma’s name was not
included in the recommenda-
tion. Without prejudice to the
Departmentof Infonnation &
Public Relations which had
rccommended two name:
Pradip Kurbah aid Dominic
Sangma. the tjuestion is
why the Minister concerned
has conccded to the names
being changed and deflect-
ing all from herselfand her
(iovemment and laying the
blame at the Union Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting which has no role in
the selection. The Ministry
had asked the State Gov-
ernment to rcccmnicnd the
names and the >nus is that
of the Department of I&PR
to send the names o fdeserv-
ing film makers As of now.
the two filmmakers from
Meghalaya are Commander
Shangpliang and Domi-
nic Sangma sin:c Nicholas
Kharkongor ha* pulled out
of the race. As far as I know
Commander Shangpliang
has made one B-Gradc film

Khyndailad which s elose to
asoft porn. Ifthat is the kind
offilm (hat the State believes
will do it proud and if that
film is perchancc shown at
Cannes | can imagine what
people would think about
the standard of film making
in Meghalaya.

However, it is futile to
expect Government of Me-
ghalaya to be transparent
and upfront in anything it
docs. There is always the
sly moves of pushing un-
derscrving favourites for
foreign jaunts. Someone the
other day had written that
the Meghalaya International
Film Festival (MIFF) was
conducted most perfuncto-
rily and that vendors had not
been paid. As a resident of
Shillong I was shocked tosee
how Commander Shangpli-
ang promoted himselfduring
those days ofthe MIFF with
standees carrying photo-
graphs of him staring from
Police Bazar onwards up to
the Soso Tham auditorium.
Wow! This indeed is self
promotion at its best! Will the
Government make public the
entire expenditure incurred
in ihe MIFF and whether all
payments have been duly
cleared?

This is an example of
what group solidarity can
do fora good cause. Unfor-
tunately our Khasi brothers
and sisters arc too divided
and obsessed with the Roster
system to even stand up for

Roads Cannot Take
Priority over Water

Public opinion in the Kha-
si Hills, or tobe more precisc
in Shillong, seems to strictly
foibid us from referring to
the numerous hardships wc
arc coping with Instead, wc
take them in our stride, even
though the hardships wc facc
actually have simple solu-
tions. It is common knowl-
edge that Government has
one principle - responsibility
to the people and that is to
provide them the three basic
life support requirements -
“food, shelterand water.” Ev-
ery other requirement is sec-
ondary to these three. Food
and shelter can be imported
but we cannot import water.
For our water requirements
the State has to depend on its
inherent internal generation
sources - namely forests and

By Gregory F Situllai

have a way ofmoulding pub-
lic opinion, should come out
openly with ilk hardships wc
face and their solutions, and
not leave it ti>Government
to rediscover and reinvent
and revive in the Assembly.
Just because wc have clected
leaders to represent us in the
Assembly, docs not mean that
our responsibility towards
the people ami the State have
been forfeited. Far from it
we should be all the more
demanding bccause what we
are experiencing will be a far
more accurate description of
what reality truly is. Thereare
things that wcthc public, the
common man. should do and
leave the clcctcd members to

but its solution must not be
something that will creatc a
more serious problent in its
aflermath. And thisis that we
have dismissed with a shrug
ofourshoulders anything that
called for the destruction of
forests, but of late wc have
seen the affectations and the
fooleries which a drunken
spirit may be responsible
for. such as the widening of
the road along the stretch in
Upper Shillong where the
tree cover has been depleted
Wearc told that the construc-
tion of link roads through
the Laitkor Peak (P) Forest
and the Riat Laban Reserve
Forest is under proposal
coascquent upon the Shillong

toconic up

catchment they do. Let leaders  High Courts' order to the
are the only anti  agitate State
renewable water generation ~Governmentcocs - it’s what

sources in our State. If wc
clear our forest areas for
widening the roads, which is
what we arc hearing is under
proposal. Government will
eventually fail in its funda-
mental duty to provide water
to its citizens.

We all ought to have be-
come aware of this of our
own accord. Roads cannot
take priority over water or
forests just because wc per-
mit ourselves to be flattered
by a nonsensical assurance
that we have found a solu-
tion to the traffic jams. It
docs not take a mighty mind
to sec that by decreasing
the tree covcer area we will
eventually be exterminating
a primary life support source
in Shillong as a whole, and
when that is done what do we
do. where do we go? Do wc
really believe that casing the
traflic congestion in Shillong
town is more important than
the source on which life de-
pends? Surely, wc can’t be
that foolish?

Already wc can see the
pathetic condition of some
of the localities in Shillong
with regard to the availability
of water and for them it is
one hard task understand-
ing what development is. 1
can never believe that our
public and private life is
so manifestly devoid of all
signs of a productive and a
characteristic culture that
ourseniorcitizens. with their
great vehemenccand honesty
for that which is right arc
content to sit bock and allow
the destruction o f forests for
the sake of roads. This com-
placent spirit is as bad as the
spirit that proposes such an
atrocity.

Indeed, everyone, espe-
cially the Shillong based
writers and thinkers, who
command and attract atten-
tion in the things they write
and comment on and who

Yours etc..
LR Marak.
Via email

“STEMS” -A
good initiative

editor.

Traflic jam has beccome
one of the major problems
in the city. Sincc most of the
people have to deal with it
on a daily basis it negatively
affects work, education and
the personal lives of people.
During school hours, we ex-
perience a slow pace of traf-
fic especially in and around
Laitumkhrah - Dhankcti
road, where students attend-
ing school or collcge get late

people going to work often
experiences delay and this
results in a non - productive
activity. Traffic congestion
not only delays our daily
work but it is also the main
cause of wastage of fuel, air
pollution and constant blow-
ing of horns which creates
excessive noise pollution

Kudos to the Government
of Meghalaya for incorpo-
rating STEMS (Sustainable
t ransport and Efficient Mo-
bility Society) programme to
run 30 school mini buses in
order to reduce the conges-
tion in Shillong city. This
will not only decongest the
traffic but will also help
in reducing various forms
of pollution which would
disturb the surroundings.
IX'vclopinga public transport

ihiy're’ rvpitivl In do in a
democratic set up - and let
those in the ruling benches
lie back in th<arms of their
leader who shoulders all the
responsibilities and faccs all
the flak on their behalf: he
has willingly accepted that
responsibility.

It is we the people that
have to come <miopenly with
the hardships *vc faceand vie

witha proposal to case traflic
congestion in the city.

Ifthis is the only solution
Government can conic up
with, it needs to be revisited
because it is a pernicious so-
lution o fthe highest degree. It
was solely through the more
extensive knowledge of the
Forest Officers in days gone
by (1883) that all sound deci-
sions were taken in preserv-
ingand creating these forests

“We ali ought to have become aware o f
this of oar own accord. Roads cannot
take priority over water orforestsjust
because wepermit ourselves to be
flattered by a nonsensical assurance
titat we havefound a solution to
the trafficjams. ”

with each other in offering
solutions, where wc can. so
that our moral, cultural and
historical responsibility is
fulfilled. Yetevenas wc sug-
gest solutions iothe problems
we facc. we mjst confessand
be humble enough to accept
at alt times, that our solution
is not the onlyway out o the
problem at hand bccausc in
doing so wc night actually
be bringing upon the people
an even greater danger. Any
solution wc propose will en-
tail a loss. Wemustweigh the
losses and not >pt for one that
causes usa rout, becausc that
is what is staring at us. In this
regard of all the evil results
that could come our way from
the myopic sokitions on offer,
the most devastating is the
one we cannot turn around
or undo. This is what I will
address in this article.

The most widespread
and common hardship that
the people of Shillong face,
is the water problem. ‘Hie
other self- created problem
everyone talks about is the
traffic problem. Yes. we arc
faced with traffic problems

system can ically case the
matter especially forthe stu-
dents attending their classes.
They can reach their school
or colleges without being
late, people can reach their
work place in time. As of
now , 15 schools have come
forward to avail the services
and wc hope that it can be
expanded to other parts of
the state. Interested parents
can register ihcir children
on STEMS web / mobile ap-
plication. Ihe application can
be downloaded from Google
Play store or 10S store. A
point to be noted is that for
the pilot phase, registrations
arc open for students from
Class V onwards.

Through th: innovation of
the STEMS programme, let
us hope that tie system will
work in a smooth . progres-
sive and systematic manner
and bring a change not only
to the state but the entire
country.

Yoursctc.,
Alvinson P Syicm.
Shillong - 3

When will we have
uninterrupted
power supply?
Lditor.

This load shedding has
been going on in our state
for quite a number of years
now and we lie consumers
are fed up of this disruption.
This time the t mings for load

to which we now ascribc
the water source to lakhs of
inhabitants of the city. Ifour
planners arc so manifestly

from the very start. That they
arc acting like modem day
Philistines is surprising to
one and all of the affected
localities.

The intention of Govern-
ment to case traflic conges-
tion in Shillong town by
destroying our forest cover
- our water sources, must be
prevented at all costs, becausc
ifwedon'tall wewould have
succeeded bringing about the
end of Shillong itself. We
should be capable of seeing
another route that would
neither involve the felling of
trees nor the destruction to
our forests. Our traffic prob-
lem is not one of deprav ity
or failure, becausc in truth it
is an indication of economic
growth. But this perccived
success could turn intoa fail-
ure. Perhaps wc could even
declare it to be the uprooting
ofthe tribal mind by progress.
When ihe tribal mind was
dominant wc never knew
traffic problems: with prog-
ress the tribal mind has been
displaced and transformed
into an urban mind and urban
minds cannot appreciate the
value of a forest until they
arc no more.

Arc there any other con-
scquences that come along
with the development of the
urban mind over the tribal
one? Yes. there are and that
was very clearly stated during
the pre-clection period when
candidates were required to
declare their assets and to
which the Income Tax offi-
cials made a passing reference
on the need to re-examine the
exemption of wealthy tribals
from Income Tax. In short
we. as tribal people, have
conquered our old culture
and justifiably cxccl in self-
glorification at our progress
but we may discover that
our rapture is misplaced. The

devoid of an
that they can suggest a solu-
tion with such an earnest vc-
hemence of honesty without
considering the even greater
problem this plan would
bring, then wc have no option
but to oppose them

How could our planners
come up with such a pro-
posal? Do they not realize
that it would bring an end
to the water supply of lakhs
ofresidents of the town? Do
they not realize that there is
no way the Government can
supplement the loss of water
to the affccted people? Do
they not know that every
locality and village living
on the fringe of the forest
is drawing water from this
forest on their own finan-
cial. material and human
resources sincc the 1950s?
It is clear they do not know
all these facts becausc ifthey
did they would never have
come up with such an insane
idea which is questionable

shedding are so haphazard
thatwcare not in a position to
schedule our work hours. We
would like to know from the
Power Department the exact
status of the McECL so that
we can be prepared to cope
with the power cuts which
actually interfere with our
well-being. Load shedding
is not a recent phenomenon.
W have been experiencing it
for many years. But wc are
kept in the dark about the real
reasons for the power cuts
And we arc still in the dark
as to when wc are going to
be free from this load shed-
ding. It actually amounts to
continuous torture of our
children as it has continued
every year during this season
Load shedding is a nightmare
to our children, the school
and college students, not to
speak of daring thefts and
dacoity under cover of dark-
ness. Wc arc left with one
option and that is to urge
the MDA.2 Government to
address this power dcficit
in Meghalaya once and for
all. This chronic disease of
our State must be attended
to on an emergency basis
Other governments in the
past too have tried to solve
this matter but failed. That's
why in 2018 weclccted a new
Government with the hope
that it will resolve this crisis
but in vain.

The Government should
etan repairing the defective
but repairable machine and

acquisition of wealth and
the sudden increase in the
number of vehicles undoubt-
edly improved the lifestyle
of the people in the urban
and the rural areas but the
threat:; paccd have caught ur.
unawares. This new culture
came fast and upset the bal-
ance that our traditional ways
had established between soci-
etyand the environment - the
self-sustaining lifestyle which
we unconsciously adopted
in the past from one gen-
eration to another. Wc have
conquered ourselves or this
“thing" which dubbed itsclfas
“tribal culture,” the one that
insists on the maintenance of
forests for our survival and
now we arc seeing forests as
an obstacle to our progress.

Wec must awaken to the
fact that our new culture and
forests must co-cxist and opt
for a simple solution that
turns its back on the cutting
down oftreesand destruction
of forests.

replace the completely irrepa-

rable ones from the moment

the load shedding is lifted

but whatever it is wc want

an assurance that conic 2024

there will be no more load
shedding

Yours ctc..

Louis Pyngropc,

Via email

Why the
inconsistent
load-shedding?

Editor

Earlier the load-shedding
at night was scheduled from
12 AM to 5AM. But now
for the last few days we fail
to understand as to why the
MEPDCL has resorted to
rescheduling the timing i.c
load shedding from 12 AM
02 AM and 4 AM to 6 AM
Why is power restored from
2AM to 4 AM. These arc odd
hours when people are not
likely to use power. I request
the MEPDCL to stick to the
old timing of load shedding
from 12AM to 5AM. Restor-
ing pow er between 2 AM and
4 AM is unnecessary.
Yours ctc.,
S.L. Singhania
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Time*

(SI1X)

A case for
no roster

By CF Lyngdoh

Fifty one years ago the
leaders of the Hill State
Movement, Captain Wil-
liamson Singnia. Mr. B.B.
Lyngdoh Mr. Kislobin Rym-
bai. Mr. G.Ci. Swell. Mrs.
Miriam D. Shire and a host
ofother leaders from Khasi-
jaintia ant Garo Hills with
an astute foresight for the
two hill areas, finally heaved
a sigh of relief when their
dream for a separate Hill
Statc finally saw the light of
day when the Hill State of
their dream was inaugurated
on _1 stJsnuary. 197- with
apoctic nanc *Meghalaya’-
“the land of clouds’ which it
is actually so.

Initially, many people of
the two hill areas were anx-

Khasi - Jaintia Tribe (KJ
in short) works out to about
14.00.000(14 lacs). This is
based on the records of the
K; pr,bylcria, Synods,
.hc Ri Bhoi Synol| ,ho AU
Saints Church the Calholic
Church, the Church 0fGod,
fhe Nia;, Kiusi Niam TnJ

anj j,c Unitarian Church

denominations.Thepopula-
tion ofthe Garo Tribe can be
reasonably put at 10.00,000
(,0 acs) The popufation of
J)C non.trjbals is estimated
Jobc 353.347 j, kj Hillsand

[..g the floating population,
Overall, a rough estimation

Percentage
(upto 2decimal
places)
i) KJTribe 14.00.0(H) 47.19
ii) Garo Tribe 10.00.000 33.70
iii) Non Tribal &amp; 5.66.889 19.11
Others
Total- 29.66.889 100.00

Therefore the ratio of population:

KJ Garo
47.19 33.70

the Garos will work together
and if they can cooperate in
the interesls of the well- be-
ing of the new state and their
people. Thank God, things
wentsmoothly and very well
for the people of Meghalaya
The relationship between thc
two tribes in all spheres of
activity gelled smoothly and
cordially for 50 years. All of
a sudden. !hc cordial atmo-
sphere wasjoltcd (mildly) by
the so called ‘Roster System"
introduced not long ago to be
pait of the "Job Reservation
Policy' of Vicghalaya.

We do not know much
about the Job Reservation
Policy scriptcd by the found-
ersofMeghalaya State. What
is well kno.vn to usiis that thc
Khasi Jaintia Tribe will be
entitled to*0% reservation in
appointments in government
jobs to posts advertised by

: Restof the population is

19.11 on percentage basis

Here wc see the com-
bined population of KJ and
Garo Tribes to be 80.89%
of the State Population;
the formula 40:40 however
assumes the population per-
centage of this combine to
be 80% out o f the total Slate
Population. On the 80%
basis, the proportion

KJ:Garoworksto 46.67:
33.33. i.e.. Population break
up Khasi Jaintia m 46.67%

Garo  33.33% Rest =
20.00%

If 100 appointments are
made each year by the State
Government, the Khasi -
Jaintia group would be
entitled mathematically to
47 posts, the Oaro group
would be entitled to 33
posts and 20 posts will go
to thc third group known
as Open Category based on
percentage population. On

“Initially, many people o fthe two hill areas
were anxious to see how the two main tribes
- the Khasi Jaintia and the Garos will work
together and i f they can cooperate in the
interests o fthe well- being o fthe new state
and theirpeople. Thank God, things went
smoothly and very wellfor the people of
Meghalaya. The relationship behveen the
two tribes in all spheres o factivity' gelled
smoothly and cordiallyfor 50years. Allof
asudden, the cordial atmosphere wasjolted
(mildly) by the so called Roster System*
introduced not long ago to be part o fthe
‘Job Reservation Policy'o f Meghalaya. ”

the government and in edu-
cational institutions so also
the Garo Tribe is entitled to
40% reservation, in appoint-
ment to posts advertised by
the State (iovemment

This Reservation Policy
0f40% cach for the to tribes
(call it the 40 : 40 formula)
at first loot itself appears to
be lopsided because the 40
40 formula is not based on
realistic pipulation figures
but arbitrarily; the founding
fathers justified the policy
on the grouids that they want
to sec the two tribes to attain
parity sometime in tlx: future
of their young state. Wc like
to convince ourselves that
what the founding fathers
provided in thc policy had
arisen out of a feeling of
brotherhood and generosity
in the hope that someday in
the future the formula 40:40
will be seen being fulfilled at
the State Government level
though not at District levels.

A quick look at thc Cen-
sus Figures of Meghalaya
for the year 2011 shows the
population figures for the
whole Stale of Meghalaya
as follows:-

the other hand by observ-
ing thc formula 40:40, the
KJ group would get only
40 posts (against 47 calcu-
lated) and the Garo group
would get 40 posts (against
33 calculatcd). By simply
adhcring to the Reserv ation
Policy, the Garo Tribe gains
an extra 7 posts advantage
whilst the Khasi - Jaintia
Tribe loses 7 posts for
every 100 posts appointed
by the government. With
all this extra advantage
enjoyed by thc Garo Tribe
to the disadvantage of the
KJ Tribe, the latter bore the
loss ungrudgingly in the
last 50 years. Is it therefore
fair or justifiable to make
thc Roster System an im -
portant issue to demand
for restoration of vacan-
cies which could not
be filled up in thc past
for nobody’s fault? It is
hoped that good sense
will prevail among thc
two tribes not to insist
on roster system nor
revise the Reservation
Policy envisaged by the
founding fathers for thc
general welfare of Megha-
laya and thc wellbeing of

i) Khasi - Jaintia Hills Region

ii) Garo Hills Region

The population of thc

all the citizens ofthe State.



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, MAY 12,2023

“No design, no matter how common or
seemingly insignificant, is without its adamant

critics as wellas its anient admirers.

— Henry Petrosk

The Shillong Times

Vol \o:1.NV No.268

SHILLONG. FRIDAY. MAY 12. 202)

Powers of states
A Supreme Court order delivered by a Constitu-
tion Bench vis-a-vis powers of the Centre and state
governments on Thursday deserves special attention.
The order comcs after years of arguments followed
by ajudgment Ihat got referred to a three-member

Constitution Bench for the final order, i

relation

to powers of the Delhi Government. The bench has
held Ihat the National Capital Territoiy o f Delhi or its
government can exercise “legislative and executive
powers" toadminister the state in all matters exclud-
ing law and order (police) and land. In specific terms
it made clear that the Lieutenant Governor shall be
bound by the decisions o fthe Delhi government and
the officers of the civil services have to be under the
administrative control o fthe Delhi government. The
bench rightly noted, “Ifthe civil service officers feel
Ihpy are insulated from thp control of the (Delhi)
government, it will dilute accountability and aftect
governance.... Ifa democratically clccted govern-
ment is not given lhe power to control the officers,
the principle of triple chain of accountability will

be redundant.”

It's common knowledge that the AAP govern-
ment of Arvind Kejriwal has been an eyesore to the
BJP-Icd central government. Several attempts by the
central authority to disrupt the Delhi government
have been thwarted by Kcijiwal by sheerdint of his
determination *nd the unity of the AAP top brass
against many ‘temptations’. Scruples have often
been thrown to the winds by those at the Centre to
make the going tough for the AAP and its govern-
ment in the national capital. One tactic employed by
the Modi dispcisation was to use the Lt Governor
and the civil service officers to browbeat and de-
rail governance by taking advantage of the special
provisions relating to Delhi, a ’slate’ that has less
powers compared to other slates. The apex court
corrected a previous observation by a judge that
civil scrviccs were totally outside the purview of

the Delhi government.

The federal system the nation has adopted for
smooth running of governments accords due im-
portance to both the Centre and the States. While
it is natural tha: states keep seeking more freedom
for governance, it is also important that the Centre
remains strong. Without the Centre, there cannot be
slates: and vice-versa. Yet. perceptions are that the
Modi government is stretching its limits and suf-
focating state governments in some respects. Such
was the scene during the period of Indira Gandhi as
well. There are parallels between the governance

styles of Indira Gandhi and Narcndra Mo

Both

appeared to be authoritarian by their very natures.
Yel. there can be no circus without a ring.

Citizens must
voice out their
concerns

Editor

People have told me that
it's pointlessexpressing one's
response to 1 he Shillong
Times news and .vritc-ups!
‘Who hears your voice?”
is the off repeated refrain!
Government is never moved
by the plight of tkc people!
Nevertheless, the article
Roads Cannot Take Priority
over Water, by Gregory F
Shullai. (ST May 11.2023)
has prompted me to respond!
Itis because he exercised his
‘Duty ofCare’ to highlight an
issue of the water priority,
| reciprocate my duty too
through this letter

It was comforting to see
a photo of AL lick inaugu-
rating the newly installed
water taps contributed by
the Rotrary Club at Nong-
mensong, on page 4 of the
same day. And | chuckled
at AL Hek's frank address.
“Rotary Club is ar organisa-
tion which readies out where
even the government fails to
reach.- How very true!

Now. if we tkc people
(including NGOs)don'traise
our voices and 'vie with each
other in offering solutions
“the agonising suffering by
the voicclcss people in this
crisis will persist. The crisis
is acute and alarming in
many localities, but becausc
water tankers arc readily
available, our frustrations

simmer!

I'm interested to know
whether the affected people,
localities, through the Head-
man. can take up the case in
the court of law against the
government's failure to pro-
vide a basic right. Someone
has to be held accountable!
And on the other hand if our
trees and forests arc merci-
lessly hackcd to make way
for new and wider roads
then catchment areas will
dry up leading to irreversible
damage! | wonder why all
the Shillong Greater Water
Supply projects since the
early 1980s have not come
to fruition?

Is it not too late to con-
struct reservoirs as seen in
many hill areas?

Yours etc
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - 19
Sohra:
Yesterday,
today and
tomorrow

Editor,

"Cherrapunjee” isa name
given by the British but
‘mSohra" in local dialect, is
the placc where the highest
rainfall in the world is re-
corded. till its record is bro-
ken by nearby Mawsynram
It lies in the southern part ol
Meghalaya, where the plains
ofBangladesh can be clcarly
seen from its rolling hills;

Conflict Management:
An Important Soft Skill

We live in a disparate
region  a cauldron (hat
tends to blow up on our
faces every now and again.
The reason is because wc are
different ethnicities that have
failed to sit across the table
to analyse and resolve the
socio-economic challenges
we face and to try and resolve
those. On the contrary the
tendency is to paint the other
tribe as the ‘enemy’ and lash
out at their community. One
can also understand that there
are long pending unresolved
issues that have simmered
and then come to the boil
thereby causing a lot o fpain,
ill-will, loss of lives and
propeny suchas is happening
in Manipur today.

There arc inherent in-
equities in Manipur that
should have been resolved
after the British left this
country because it was the
colonial power that first
divided Manipur into the
hills and the valley. At that
point we can imagine how
life in the hills was like. The
Kukis-Zo-Paite etc.. who

Chin

must
have trudged there to escape
the ruthless Burmese rulers.
In fact, the Burmese kings
were quite formidable and
had conquered Manipur and
ailed over it for seven long
years (1819- IK25). That
period was callcd the Seven
Year Devastation. Burmese
general Mingi MahaBaixlula
forced King Margit Singh
and his supporters to flee to
Cachar. A large number of
Manipuris too fled to Cachar
because they could not bear
the torture and harassment
under the Burmese.

The Burmese also in-
vaded Cachar and posed a
threat to the British rulers.
In 1825 the Manipuri prince
Gambhir Singh supported
by the British forces pushed
the Burmese out of Imphal.
With the assistance of the
British Gambhir Singh was
later able to also push the
Bunnesc out of the Kabow
valley between December
IX~am | lanuary | Thee*
British then advanced further
into Burma and occupied
Yandaboo which was only
25 kms from Ava the capital
of Burma then. It was then
that the Bunnesc and British
signed the Treaty of Yanda-
booand agreed for perpetual
peace and friendship with
the commitment that the
Bunnesc would renounce all
claims and will abstain from
all future interference with
the principality of Assam
and its dependenciesand also
with the contiguous petty
states o f Cachar and Jaintia.
This treaty ended the open
conflict between Manipur
and Bunna for all times to
come
But even after becoming
free of the Bunnesc. the

it's on these Hills that the
British came, conquered and
settled in the early 1800%s. to
escape the heat and humid-
ity of the plains. It had been
the capital of the erstwhile
Assam province till it was
shifted to Shillong in 1861.
It's the place where the first
church and first Khasi was
baptized by the Missionary
from Wales. Rev. Thomas
Jones, who is subsequently
called "Father of the Khasi
alphabet.” Rev. Thomas
Jones not only pioneered
the change in education, re-
ligion butalso the economic,
social, political and modern
outlook of the Khasis who
until the advent of the mis-
sionaries were simple trib-
als. backward and almost
primitive people with their
animistic beliefs.

With the passage of time
and the fall of the once al-
mighty British empire in
1947, the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills with their many lo-
cal chieftains, had voted to
merge with India and not
with East Pakistan. With
the partition of India and
East Pakistan now called
Bangladesh, trade that once
flourished between the hills
and plains stopped abruptly,
with the coming of the in-
ternational border. Khasis
in Sohra Area had depended
heavily on that trade, and a
ropeway company was set
up by the British, to sup-
ply limestone and coal to
the plains of Bangladesh
Deposits of coal and lime-

By Patricia Mukhim

Manipur kings functioned
under the control ofthe Brit-
ish exercised through their
political agents. In fact, the

and a full-fledged state in
1972. However, the seeds of
inherent distrust sowed by
the British and the largely

critical election agenda but
it did not become a point
of convergence for the hill
tribes. Is this because the
Naga, Kuki and other tribal
MLAs cannot sit together in
a show ofsolidarity that will

British without
the Manipur king gave awav
the Kabow villey - a rich
agricultural land measuring
nearly 1200 s km and lying
between the eastern borderof
Manipur and the Chindwin
river in Burma. This was
done toavoid aiy future wars
with Burma ard to safeguard
their imperial interests. The
loss o fthis territory weighed
heavily on the Manipuris.
How' the British got into a
war with the Manipur kings
and occupied Kangla fort is
another historical past that
continues to haunt. After
this annexation by the Brit-
ish post the Anglo-Manipur
war of 1891, Manipur be-
came a part of British India.
The British nlcd Manipur
through an administrative
system called the "Native
Rule” where puppet kings
with limited powers were put
on the throne aid the admin-
istration was run indirectly
by the British.

Manipur is well known
for uprisings against the Brit-
ish. The Kuki Rebellion of
1917-1919). tie Zcliangrong
Naga uprising 1930-32 and
the anti-British women's
movement  the Nupilan
(1930-40) were all uprisings
against the British. In 1907
the British decided to hand
over charge of the state to
Raja C'hurachand by consti-
tuting a Darhar headed by
the Raja as President, called
the Manipur State Darbar
fonncd under the Rules for
the General Administration
of the State (XFGAS). The
British known for their chi-
canery scparaicd the admin-
istration o fthehillsoccupied
by the Naga. Kuki and other
tribes from tie valley. The
hills were under the charge
of the Vice President of the
Manipur State Darbar. a Brit-
ish officer wilh little scope
for the Raja lo interfere in
the administration. The Brit-
ish argued tha. the hill tribes
were very different from the
valley based Mciteis and
had very different customs,
languages and ethnicities. It
was this thatsowed the seeds
for the present dissension
between the people of the
hills and the valley (Source:
u Conflict in

ngrucnt - the
Kuki-Zo-Paitc Naga- Mcit-
ei ensured that they could
never Icam to live together
in hannony. The situation is
made worse by the fact that
about 67% of the population
live in 10% of the geographi-
cal area of Manipur while
the rest 33% live in the hills
which constitute 90 % of the
total land mass o f Manipur

The Nagas and Mciteis
feci that the Kukis are inter-
lopers from the Chin hillsof
Burma which is a fact but
having lived in those hills
from the early 18th century
they can no longer be consid-
ered migrants and ccrtainly
not ‘illegal migrants'as is be-
ing made out to be. It is true
thatafter Myanmar regressed
into military rule a good
number o fKuki-Chin people
from Myanmar have taken
shelter in Kuki-inhabited
areas. What makes things
convoluted here is that India
has no national law on refu-
gees. India refused to sign
the 1951 Refugee Conven-
tion. This leavesa staggering
250.000 recognized refugees
in a legally grey area. India
urgently needs a Refugee
Policy

While pcopleofthe same
ethnic and kinship tics from
Myanmar keep arriving in
small numbers both in Ma-
nipur and Mizoram there is
no definite plan about their
return. Their absorption into
the two states would pose a
problem of resources which
are already scarce. India's
North Fastcni states were not
creatcd on the basis of their
economic viability. They
were all creatcd out o f politi-
cal exigencies. Hence unreg-
ulated population growth is
problematic. However, there
are ways of resolving these
issues. Mizoram seems to be
more transparent in handling
the Myanmar refugee::. Via
nipur docs not seem to have
a handle on this.

What is also problematic
is the resistance by the Ma-
nipur government to devolve
power o the Hill AreasCoun-
cils (I1AC) and give them 6th
Schedule status so that they
have governance autonomy.
From the very beginning the

Manipur ASccio-Historical
Perspective by Veronica
Khangchian)

At the tine of India's
indcpendenc; there were
565 princely itatcs in India
of which Maripur was one.
In September 949 Maharaja
Bodhchandra Singh signed
the Instrument of Accession
to India. Manipur became
a Union Territory in 1962

stone are found abundantly
in Sohra and its adjoining
area

Therefore many villagers
arc forced to nigratc to other
places for better economic
opportunities In the 1960°s,
the then Government of
Assam with an intention to
create job opportunities to
the local population, had
established a cement fac-
tory to take advantage o f the
huge deposit of limestone,
coal and clay found in the
surrounding area of Sohra.
ACC or Assam cement cor-
poration was set up. which
later was rcnaned to MCCL:
Mawmluh Cherra Cement
Limited after the creation of
the state o f Meghalaya.

This is the company that
my father worked for till
he retired, anj it's the same
company that | joined in
2005 till date. With the ruling
ofthe NGT in 2014 stopping
the extraction and export-
ing of coal in Meghalaya,
the company started to face
losses and in 2020 with the
Covid epidemic it faced a
death knell. Now in 2023
and 4 years without regular
salary, the people in the
surrounding areas and the
employees face a tough life.
Now it's more urgent that
we look backand retrospect
what we did right. This is
the age o fglcbalization and
with the world becoming
a small village, the travel-
ling and tourism industry is
the major revenue earning
department for the Govern-

of Manipur has
been playing fast and loose
by notempowering the tribal
councils and allowing them
toplan out theirdevelopment
framework. Here the role of
the 20 ML As from the hill ar-
eas mustalso be questioned.
For 21 years the hills had
boycotted the elections to the
Councils because they were
not given adequate powers.
This should have been a

ment. and also giving jobs
to local ities. Sohra

hallenge the
in Imphal?

The recent intrusion of
the Manipur Government
into the forest lands of the
Kuki tribes in a bid to turn
them to reserved forests and
wild life sanctuaries is also
a sore point sincc the tribes
believe they own the hills
and forests. The Manipur
Government also evicted
the villagersof K Songjang
village saying they were
newly created villages much
after the Indian Forest Act,
of 1927 and its subsequent
amendments.

There are also allegations
that Chicf Minister N Bircn
Singh wants to expand the
area under marijuana cultiva-
tion with the intention of lc-

drastically the area under
poppy cultivation. In fact, the
area under poppy cultivation
in the hills has conic down
from 6742 acres in 2021 to
1.118 acres in 2022, That
the drug lords of Manipur
irrespective of ethnicities
would be unhappy with this,
goes without saying.

The hill tribesof Manipur
have had an ongoing grouse
against what tney call the
Meitei led governmentwhich
invests the large part of its
resources in the valley while
the hills are left in the lurch
with very little infrastructure
and not even good roads. All
major institutions o f learning
are based in Imphal. This
governance deficit is sure to
creatc animosity and a sense
of deep frustration. Why do
wc wonder then when vio-
lence becomes the strategy of
choice? Where do the tnbals
take their disaffection to?
Who listens to them? Where
arc the conflict management
platfonns where they can at
least voicc their grievances
and lotout

Itis in this context that
schools, colleges and uni-
versities need to train their
young ones to channelise
theirangerand frustration in
a manner that they arc able
to get those grievances ad-
dressed without bloodshed,
violence, killing and arson.
It'sa high price to pay for the
sole reason that the state has
failed to creatc institutions of
conflict management. Should
we not work at this objective
collectively instead of*raving
and ranting at each other?We
arc after all humans of the
same origin: our allegiance
to our cthnicitics only serves
ourego. Its time wc learnt to
have cross-community con-
vocations. It's the only way
to a more liveable future.

(SI1X)

Pakistan’s Story

An analytical
perspective

By Dr. D. K. Gin

The dramatic arrest of
70-year-old Imran Khan,
the former Prime Minister
of Pakistan has plunged the
hapless country into a civil
war. Imran Khan was by far
the most popular cricketer
and leader on many counts,
his marriage to Jemima
Khan, the daughter of me-
dia tycoon James Goldsmith,
and his own aristocratic
background. However, the
anrcst was on the cards as
is typical of Pakistan poli-
tics of revenge. When the
friends orallies fall out, like
the English playwright Wil-
liam Congreve ( 1670-1729)
put it. "I leaven has no rage
like love to hatred turned,
nor hell i fury like women
scorned.”

One isreferring to no love
lost between Imran Khan
and the Aimy which propped
him to position of the Prime
Minister in the first placc. It
has not been clcarly revealed
yet why ihey fell out. The
jury is still out on it. May
be. Imran Khan was over-
shadowing General Qamar
Javed Bajwa in international
fora.or the Americans found
Khan too hot to handle, as
Imran himself alluded. Be
that as it may, for the first
time in Pakistani politics, the
civilians and the Anny arc
at daggers drawn, civilians
arsoningthc military houses

more precise, the Army has
remote controlled the civil
administration. Since 1947,
when Pakistan was created,
the Army has directly taken
over thrice by staging coups,
Worse than that, having
taken over, it has physi-
cally eliminated the politi-
cal rivals or made them flee
the country. Army oflicials
have minted money through
foreign aid mainly from
the US promising support
to Fight the Mujahidecns
and then the Taliban. On
the contrary, the Army has
used that money to sponsor
terrorism in India. It double
crossed even USA by shel-
tering Osama Bin Laden in
theirarmy barracks. Thanks
to American intelligence
agency, it took them ages to
find out Pakistan's duplicity.
Only Donald Trump spoke
candidly that Islamabad
was hoodwinking the US
leadership

The third pillar is Kash-
mir. Here again. Pakistan is
caught in a perennial bind
All their national and inter-
national politics is driven by
their obsession with Kash-
mir. The division of Kashmir
is a historical fact which
must be accepted. If it was
not fora moral posture taken
by Pandit Nehru, even the
PoK should have been with
India. Be that as it may for

“Imran Khan was dunged with series
o fcorruption, including laundering money

to Al Qaeda through his third wife.
Arrest warrants were issued. Khan

was evading. Finally he waspicked up

from the courtpremises in Islamabad.

Along with him his key supporters have

beenpicked up.”

and establishment. One is
absolutely unsure where will
all this lead to?

Before analysing the
Pakistan politics, the struc-
tural anomalies, let us have
a brief look at the run up
to the arrest. Imran Khan
was chaiged with scries of
corruption including laun-
dering m.Hicy to Al Qaeda
through liis third wife. Ar-
rest warrants were issued.
Khan wa* evading. Finally
he was peked up from the
court premises in Islamabad.
Alongw ih him his key sup-
porters have been picked
up. The 13-member ruling
coalition seems to be elated
with the development as in
the eventofimran Khan be-
ing disqualified for life, his
prospect of coming back to
power is nil. whereas they
should support Khan in his
battle against the all-power-
ful anti

and p ofthe local

with its picturesque localcs,
renowned unique brand of
cool weather, meandering
rivers, green hills, cascad-
ing waterfalls, forest trails
and trekking, welcoming
local people, etc oilers both
national and international
tourists a place to enjoy and
remember.

The Government had
encouraged the local popu-
lace to invest in homestays,
resorts, eateries to tap into
the flow and the basic need
of both national and inter-
national tourists. But the
Government needs to do
more by attracting private
or public investment in the
industry, and by additional
push in basic infrastructure
like roads, water, electricity,
security etc, so that footfalls
ofboth national, internation-
al and high end tourists will
go up. The rise in footfalls
will bring more crucial rev-
enue for the local populace.
Moreover, they provide per-
manentjobs to local people
with safe, sccurc and stable
earnings.

Agriculture, horticulture,
food processing unit, health
and wellness ccntre. centrc
of education ctc. or other
avenues that arc relevant to
the wcatherofSohra and it's
location or arc aligned to the
sustainable development
agenda of the government
or the local communities
should be urgently pushed by
the government to boost the

communities. The Govern-
ment. NGO’s. community
leaders should urgently ad-
dress the problem of unem-
ployment, by pushing as had
been done in the 60's, but
now reversely from non-
sustainablc development
activity to more environment
friendly and sustainable
activity.

The local population has
enough trained manpower,
skilled, semi-skilled or un-
skilled workforce ready to be
absorbed in any sustainable
activities initiated by the
above mentioned project.
But the only crucial and
critical point, is to make sure
these private, public entities
coming to invest should not
infringe and trample on the
rights of all workforce, by
depriving or discriminating
than on the basis o ftheir pay
or otherwise, so that their
safety, security and stabi-
lized earning capacity is not
compromised. This in turn
will ease the frustration of
many jobless, unemployed
youth making them positive
contributors to the society,
community and the nation
as a whole.

Youisctc.,
Pynskhem Lyngdoh
Mawkisyiem. Sohra

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not lhat of
TheShillong limes

ul ic military.
This lead? us to the structural
problems of Pakistani poli-
tics which arc derailing the
country and have brought it
to such an impasse.

Pakistan politics stands
on three legs, that is why
it remains ever unsteady.
These are Islam (religion),
the Army, and Kashmir.
These three determinants of
both domestic and foreign
policy luve proved dircly
detrimental to Pakistan's
economic growth and demo-
cratic development. Let us
take the first pillar, religion.
The basis of creation of
Pakistan by separating from
India wasthe religion. It was
a wrong premise. India was
and is a multicultural coun-
try with variations within
each attrbute  language,
religion, caste, ethnicity, and
50 on. What one means is,
if Pakistan were an Islamic
state, why did East Pakistan
(Bangladesh) break away
from it? .t did bccausc, al-
though they were Muslims
they arc like Bengalis in
their language, food and
clothing, ctc. Further, the
cultural division between
variousgroups like Punjabis.
Sindhis, Baluch. Pakhtoons
are not vet resolved and
arc under constant threat of
break up.

The s:cond leg is the
Army. Pakistan is callcd a
hybrid democracy as the
power alters between the
Army and the civilian ad-
ministration. In fact, to be

now as no one can predict
the future. But the moot
point is Pakistan continuing
to claim Kashmir as it is a
Muslim majority state is
ludicrous. Ifthat is the logic,
why could they not hold on
to East Pakistan which wasa
Muslim region? The division
of India in 1947 had ccrtain
protocols and formulae.
Kashmir decided to accede
to India, and that is it.

Pakistan's Kashmir ob-
session is ruining its politics
and economy. Islamabad
was using the US support to
engineer terrorist violence
in India and now it has be-
come a satellite state of
China. Many observers have
pointed out that embracing
China is like a bear hug
Countries tapping China’s
so-callcd surplus money as
once Nepalese Ambassador
to India hinted “is invit-
ing oneselfinto a debt trap
and then bankruptcy”. Sri
Lanka is a case in point. At
the same time, as like same
poles repel each other, how
long the Chinese political
autocracy and Pakistan's
military authoritarianism
could co-habit is a question
to ponder.

Finally. Pakistani de-
mocracy is elitist, it has to
be made mass based. Then
all Pakistani stakeholders
-political, business, civil so-
ciety. professionals, should
have a nation-wide debate
including a referendum on
their top political priorities:
if nccessary. with interna-
tional supervision. New
Delhi could give a hand in
helping PakisUtn stabilize,
with only one precondition
that Pakistani Anny should
stop terrorism in India. Dis-
memberment ofany country
isinnobody's interest beside
humanitarian risks. Pakistan
should not reach the brink.
The drift must be arrested

Given Indian tradition of
good ncighborlincss New
Delhi should open a back-
channel diplomatic interven-
tion. Both countries should
forget that anti-India or anti-
Pakistan rhetoric gives them
political dividends. That
is political brinkmanship.
What we require in cur-
rent troubled times across
the world is statesmanship
—INFA

(The writer is Secretary
General. Assn. For Demo-
cratic Socialism)
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For success, altitude is equally
as Important as ability. ™

— Waller Scott

The Shillong Times

Muij <)X NATI>\V. mav »

Power Cut Trauma

IT would be atravesty to lay the blame for the
10-12 hour power cuts that Meghalaya is go-
ing through and which is disrupting lives and
livelihoods on y on the present government. But
perhaps one reason why people voted for the
NPP-led Government in 2018 was that it would
bring a majoroverhaul in all sectors, especially
one that was debilitated by gross mismanage-
ment over many years. It is an open secret that
the industrial sector in Meghalaya has been
given too much indulgence and they have been
drawing huge amounts of power but not paying
their dues on lime. The trouble is that neither
governments past or present have ever been
transparent. Each government has been trying
to hide the cumulative losses ofthe MeECL and
have tried and are still trying to bail it out with
central funds and loans. There has been no trim-
ming down ofthe loss- making verticals which
is transmission and distribution.

All those companies that have bid for hydel
power projects during the Congress-led MUA
Government have come a cropper. Not one of
them has ever started their projects except for
the Ganol Project which, although inaugurated,
has not produced a single watt of power till
date. The public needs to know the status of
the Ganol project and even the existing hydel
projects. How much is Meghalaya currently
generating and what is the quantum of power
that the state :s buying from the national grid
and at what cost? How much of Meghalaya's
own power generation capacity is being eroded
due to depreciated machinery that can no longer
be repaired? All these should be put up on the
public domair since it is public money that is
being consistently pumped into what is a losing
concern. All oiher states ofthe North East have
got out of the load shedding syndrome includ-
ing Manipur which once was notorious for it.
Meghalaya's power sector which was run very
ably in the 1990’s until the later period of that
decade suddenly wentdownbhill. The sheerscale
of mismanagement is unprecedented and has
brought the state to where it is today.

There have been suggestions from various
quarters that Meghalaya should now think of
investing in thermal power plants since it has
captive coal mineswhich will last for several de-
cades. When the whole world is thinking o fgo-
ing slow on the use of fossil fuels can Meghalaya
do differently? What would be the investment
for clean energy generation for thermal power?
All these have to be kept in mind, apart from
the environmental degradation that will follow
the coal extraction and processing.

Time to puta
halt to hydel
projects

Editor,

With rcference to the
nrws»rtirli», "Orj*nisalinns
in EJH forstage Il o f hydel
project” (ST May 9, 2009),
is another hydel project re-
ally feasible, in light of the
worsening power crisis in
the state, that is atthe mercy
of rainfall?

Perhaps it is tine to puta
halt to hydel projects in the
state. What will be the cli-
mate condition in the years
and decades to comc? Will
the money spent on hydel
projects be wortli it, if we
have power outages during
the dry season, which may
worsen in the years and de-
cades to comc?

The good news is that the
Centre has given a nod to
four miners, and scientific
mining will begin soon in
Meghalaya. It is high time
we opt for Thermal Plants,
which will gcnenic power
and revenue all year round.
A Thermal Plant projectwill
not be at the mercy of the
climate condition, and so
power output and revenue
projections will be more or
less accurate, even for years
or decades.

The productioi: ofcoal in
the state is more than enough

to fuel sucha plant, ifwc can

only get rid of the negative

attitude towards fossil fuel
plants.

Yoursctc.,

Kitdor I1. Blah

Shillong

W ater versus
Roads

Editor,

Iwish to endorse Gregory
F Shullai’s recent article *
Roads Cannot Take Prior-
ity over Water’ ( ST May
1'1th.2023) wherein he had
succinctly given a clear pic-
ture of the importance of
providing clean water to
the residents of Shillong
Yes. no doubt Shillong is
now plagued with many a
problem and one ofthem be-
ing the massive traffic jams
on its roads. A solution to
the traflic jams is definitely
required but this cannot
override the importance
of providing water to the
residents. Inorder to ease the
traflicjams, wc hear ofplans
to create roads through the
forests lying on the northern
slopes of Lum Shillong from
where many springs supply
clean water to many locali-
ties including some areas un-
der the Shillong Municipal
Board. Construction o f these
roads will definitely cause
the destruction of a pristine
forest and its springs which
will then causc havoc in the
above mentioned residential

The ‘Double Engine’ Sarkar
Under Scanner in Karnataka

“Double engine sarkar' is
aterm that has steadily crept
into the political discourse
in the last eight years ever
since Narcndra Modi bccame
prime minister. The ‘double
engine’ rhetoric is part of
the BJP's armoury in every
state election, designed to
convince the voter that only
when the same party rules
at the state and Centre will
the benefits of development
reach the people. It also
mirrors the prime minis-
ter’s larger than life persona
where Mr Modi remains the
BJP’s poll trump card in ev-
er)' election from municipal
to national. But here is the
intriguing question being
posed in poll bound Karnat-
aka :can the prime minister’s
undoubted popularity over-
come the anti-incumbency
being faced by a relatively
weak BJP government in
Bengaluru ?

So far the ‘double en-
gine' CulKCpl lias met will)
mixed success. In Himachal
Pradesh just six months ago.
the BJP government was
unable to win re-election
despite the prime minis-

ter's appeal made with typi-
cal political bombast that
a vote for the lotus ‘will
come directly to Mr Modi's
account as a blessing”. By
contrast, in Gujarat where
electionswere held ataround
the same time as Himachal,
the "double engine’ strategy
was a resounding success.
The BJP's Gujarat chief
minister. Bhupendra Patel is
a relative non-entity, a first
time M LAwho was suddenly
pitchforked into the top job
a year before the elections.
Even in the BJP's publicity
material, lie was barely vis-
ible. And yet. the BJP scored
a stunning record breaking
win in Gujarat on the back
of the Modi factor. Gujarat
is, of course, sui generis: it
is the prime minister's home
state but alsoa BJP dominant
party state where the party
has been in power for more
than 25 years

Where docs Karnataka
then fit into this 'double cn-

areas when the watersupply
stopsas it is bound to happen
when massive road building
is undertaken.

These proposed roads
might provide some reliefto
the traffic jam problem but
in the bargain, will creatc
another massive problem of
shortage of water for lakhs
of people. How do we solve
that problem then? A wise
solution to solving one prob-
lem is not to creatc another
one. One can foresee a water
shortage problem if these
roads arc pushed through
Meghalaya has miserably
failed in the past as far as
long time planning is con-
cerned especially in the field
of power and water supply
and also road planning
solutions to problems which
will arise ten to fifteen years
later were never thought of
forreasons best known to our
so called political leaders,
The government must tackle
the trafficjam problem on a
war footing by consulting
experts from around the
world but. in the bargain,
should not create misery
for hundreds and thousands
of its residents by creating
another bigger problem of
water shortage. Also, these
forests provide a safe haven
for a wide variety of wild
life which will surely be
destroyed with the intrusion
of roads.

Yours etc.,
D.M. Pariat.
Shillong

By Rajdeep Surdesai

ginc’propaganda? In the last
few years, the BJP govern-
ment in Bengaluru has been
battered by a slew ofcorrup-
tion allegation*. The ‘double
engine’ tag means that the
Centre too can’tentirely es-
cape the corruption taint. The
prime minister's rousing ‘na
khaoonga na fchanc doonga’
zero tolerance for corruption
slogan loses its moral sheen
when M LAsarc caught with
cash or when a Karnataka
contractor association hurl
accusations of a 40 per cent
commission being demanded
for clearing projects. Even if
the charge is unproven. the
figure has stuck in the public
discourse.

Karnataka chief minis-
ter Basavraj Bommai is a
soft spoken, genial politi-
cian. hardly a mass leader
ofsubstancc like the man he
replaced in 2021. US Ycd-
dyurappa. BSY .as the former
Karnataka chief minister
is referred to. is a rarity in
the BJP’s existing power
structure: a strong regional

"Vub Dirfew sat* *Vi>osj>ror

satrapwithahiseofhisown,
especially amongst the influ-
ential Lingayat community
. The attempt to push him
into a semi-retirement ‘marg-
darshak mandil'didn'tquitc
work, and the party has been
belatedly forced to acco-
modate him as a star cam-

tallest Karnataka facc by
some distance

Moreover, while the BJP
grapples with a leadership
deficit at the state level,
the Congress in Karnataka
is uniquely Messed with a
plethora of well entrenched
local leaders. The resource-
ful DK Shivakumar and the
crowd puller Siddaramiah
may notsec cy; to eye butare
paradoxically he Congress's
Kannadiga ‘double engine’,
two leaders with the politi-
cal nous and grassroot con-
nect that the BJP can't quite
match in Karnataka. Siddara-
maiah in pariicular enjoys

10 hours of
power cut -
Darkest Age of
Meghalaya!

Editor.

Post elec.ions and the
government has already
shown its true colours
Shame on all of us who
voted for tht* government
only to be fooled yet again
While wc arc experiencing
ten hours of power cut in
Gan) Hills in peak summers
amidst sweltering heat, with
the many oiler power cuts
in between the ten hours,
our electricity bills have
remained intact as before
with no respite whatsoever.
Where's the money we pay
our bills with, going when
there’s no power Mr CM?
Where was all the power cut
pre-election Mr CM?

Don't test :hc patience of
your clcctoraic Mr CM. I
we voted you to power, we
can throw you out anytime
as well. Don't wait till the
heat gets to is to explode. |
believe all oiker parts of the
state including our stale capi-
tal. Shillong, is facing the
same load shedding issue

Where are all the Or-
ganisations. NGOs. pressure
groups ctc.? Why is none
speaking up about this grave
situation that we are made
to facc in thisage and time?
W hile life remains unaf-
fected for vou Mr CM, rest

huge goodwill for his pro
poor welfarist programmes
as chief minister in interior
villages, it isn't unusual to
hear voters cutting across
Karnataka’s traditional caste
fault-lincs express a desire
for Siddaramiah as chief
minister and Modi as prime
minister.

Which explains why the
BJP has been forced to turn to
Prime Minister Modi’s now
familiar campaign blitzkrieg
as their last throw- o f the dicc
BJP President. JP Nadda
has even gone so far as to
suggest that ‘the people of
Karnataka should vote for the
BJP if they wish to continue
to enjoy the blessings of Mr
Modi'. The BJP President
might have got carried away
with the Modi ‘Bhakti’
opponents sec the remark
as a threat of preferential
treatment  but it reveals
justwhy the ‘double engine’
concept is fraught with dan-
ger. politically and constitu-
tionally, in a vastand diverse
federal polity like India.

The constitution is de-
signed to protect a federal
compact by ensuring that the
Centre responds to states in a
non-discriminator)’ manner
In Indira Gandhi's era. that
promise was betrayed by a
domineering Centre that rou-
tinely misused Articlc 356 to
dismiss opposition state gov-
ernments. In the Modi era.
‘co-opcrative federalism®
is again in danger several
opposition niled states fear
that the Centre is partisan
and vindictive in approach
with the chiefengine driver
misusing central agencics
to settle scores or else deny
funds

Politically, this is reviving
regional sentiment in states
with a history of cultural
distinctiveness : we saw it
in Bengal when the prime
minister's ‘Didi o Didi‘cam-
paign jibe allowed Mamta
Banerjee to successfully
invoke a sense of wounded
Bengali sub-nationalism.

assured, wc will be reminded

of this Darkest Age period

in the history of Meghalaya

when it’s time for us the vote
again.

Yours ctc.,

Namrata Chettri.

Shillong-1

India’s
population
explosion

Kditor

India has surpassed China
recently in terms of holding
the world’s largest popula-
tion tag. Although it's a great
honour for some; unfortu-
nately, it'sa serious pain. In
other words, it’s a signal for
disasters waiting for us in
the not so distant future. Wc
arc over stretching our re-
sources. struggling forspacc
to survive, unemployment
is killing us due to lack of
enough economic opportuni-
ties forour next generation to
establish themselves. W care
unable to provide servicc at
cveiy front for such a huge,
staggering population. No
governmenton this planet is
cflicicnt enough to get it to
such an expanding popula-
tion yet like ostriches we
arc hiding our heads in the
sand and thinking that this
will passoverand tomorrow
will be «great doy. All o four
social economic problems
as well as issues related
remain unresolved. And our

ja4

We are now seeing it play
out in Karnataka where the
Congress has attempted to
stir Kannadiga pride on a
variety of issues, including
by craftily ‘manufacturing’
a local brand Nandini versus
Amul proxy milk war.

It is this emotive Karna-
taka versus Centre narrative
that should worry the BJP's
political managers beyond
just thiselection. Karnataka,
after all, was seen as the
BJP's gateway to the south as
part of the party’s attempted
geographical expansion. But
if the perception grows that
the “double engine’ model is
actually a remote controlled
Delhi-centric governance
system, it is bound to em-
bolden more southern state
governments and leaders to
prey on regional anxieties.

The Modi personality
cult which is at the heart of
the ‘double engine’ outreach
is, in that sense, a double
edged svvu.d. While il give*
the BJP a distinct edge in a
presidential style national’
election, it also exposes the
limitations of a political
model which is almost obses-

1i3s Tt* \

sively focussed on a single
individual. Karnataka could
well be a pointer to the fu-
ture: state elections that are
fought with increased vigour
on hyper local issues while
general elections become a
referendum on leadership.

Post-script: Amidstall the
debate over a BJP ‘double
engine sarkara' versus a
Congress local leadership,
there could yet be a twist in
the tale. Three o fthe last four
elections in the slate have
thrown up hung assemblies
and twice the Janata Dal
(secular) leader HD Ku-
maraswamy has been chief
minister. Sitting in his vast
famihouse on the outskirts
of Bengaluru, he chuckles:
“Yes, 1am the joker in the
pack but remember you often
need the joker to win a card
game!*

(The writer is senior
journolist ond author, mail:
rajdeepsardesai52(a;gmail.
com)

failures in every facetof life
is related to this uncontrolled
and unmonitorcd growth
of population decades after
decades. No political party
wants to make this an impor-
tant issue as this is going to
impact their vote bank.

Anyone talking about
population control will be
politically victimized . But
our progress and develop-
ment as well as protection
ofthe environment is related
to that. Wedo blame all ex-
isting central and'or state
governments for that. But
this is not just the problem
of the government. It is our
socio-cultural and attitud
nal problem. No particu-
lar government can fix this
problem! Ourpoliticians and
parliament members comc
from the same socicty that
weall belong to. Hence, the)’
will have the same weak-
nesses as we have. If we
arc too sensitive to control
the population, and blame
others for our negligence,
inappropriate attitude and
failures; then we have to
face the consequences. No
one can help us. Only wc can
help ourselves to changc our
attitudes.

Yours etc..
Saikat Kumar Basu.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not (hat of
TheShillong Times
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Round The States

By Insaf

SC.OaMaha
& Delhi Crisis
Centre must changc
attitude

It's high time New Delhi
secs the writing on the wall
and mend its ways. The
Supreme Court hasin no ccr-
tain terms asked the Centre
to loam i lesson or two in
governance. Dealing with
petitions on the constitu-
tionality of decisions taken
in Maharashtra and Delhi,
the apex court has cautioned
on the Governor and the
Lt Governor's functioning
respectively. In the national
capital, tlx: AAP had a major
victory. A fivc-member con-
stitution jench in a unani-
mous verdict put the lid on
an 8-ycar running battle
ChiefMinister Kejriwal has
had with Union Home Min-
istry and its appointed LGs.
ruling that Delhi government
has legislative and executive
powers over services ex-
cept for public order, policc
and lane.The Ministry's
notification asserting it:;
control over services, was
thus null fied. as the court
noted the NCT administra-
tion is un ike other UTs and
has been “accorded a 'sui
generis' (unique) status by
the Constitution; an elected
government needs to have
control over bureaucrats,
failing which the principle o f
collective responsibility will
be adversely affected.’ Plus,
it's in spirit of cooperative
federalism that the Centre
must exercise its powers
within boundaries created
and can'i subsume NCTD
in unit of the Union merely
because fe'snota ‘Suite’.

An uplxrat AAP reactcd:
" Delhi wins': order isa ‘tight
slap* on mission to topple
State governments across

Thackeray says it’s a moral
victory, his decision to re-
sign without a floor test is
bound to haunt him. For the
court held Governor's deci-
sion inviting Eknath Shindc
to form a new government
“‘was justified sincc Thack-
eray had resigned without
a trial of strength.’ At the
same time, the court has
asked the Speaker to deal
with the disqualification of
16 MLAs issues within a
‘reasonable period.llope for
Thackeray?
Karnataka D-day

The dye has been cast
in Karnataka. With rccord
73.19% voter turnout, the
countdown begins today
will this southern State keep
its 38-year-old tradition of
voting out the incumbent
party, the BJP and give a
boost to a beleaguered Con-
gress. So far, neither arc
“heading fora majority’ (113
scats of the 224 Assembly)
and the State may have a
hung Assembly, as predicted
by 7 of 10 exit polls! Plus,
JD(S) could be ‘kingmaker’
again. The Congress desper-
ately needsa majority witha
gap ofat least 30seats given
that BJP will pounce on the
smaller numbcrsto cross
over the fence, as seen in
other Stales. Though all eyes
will be on the losersand win-
ners. Congress’ complaint
to ECI needs attention. It
has accused Prime Minister
Modi and other BJP leaders
of ‘brazen, deliberate and
calculated violation' of the
MCC and provisions of
RPA. 195: On 9 May. Modi
addressed the public via
a video message, wherein
he appealed to the voters
after the 'silence period'(all
campaign activities seize)
sincc 6 p.m. on 8 May;

Delhi ministers viz legislative matters
o fcity government: ‘administration'with
regardto LG powers can't be understood as
‘entire administration o fDelhi, otherwise,
the purpose o fgiving /towers to a constitutionally
recognised and democratically elected
government would be diluted'.

the country and sends a
stern message that Delhi
government officers arc
meant to serve its people
through clectcd government
and not undcctcd usurpers
parachutcd by Centre to stall
governance, namely LG
“"Hopefuly itshall no longer
have to cry foul that 1AS or
Joint Cadre services, were
not carrying out its orders.
Itcan quctc the court: “civil
servants arc accountable to
ministers and they, in turn,
are accountable to Parlia-
ment or State legislatures”;
division of administrative
powers between Union and
Delhi government "must be
respected”; LG is bound by
aid and advice of Council of
Delhi ministers viz legisla-
tive matters of city govern-
ment: ‘administration’ with
regard to LG powers can't be
understood as ‘entireadmin-
istration cf Delhi, otherwise,
the purpose o fgiving powers
to a constitutionally recog-
nised anj democratically
elected government would
be diluted’. Having got a
breather, AAP government
has got cracking. Hours
after tlie Thursday verdict, it
removed Secretary, Services
Dept. Restassured this
the beginning!
Rap on Maha Governor
Likewise, dealing with
a numbc* of petitions viz
Maharashtra's political crisis
leading to fall of Thacker-
ay-led .VVA government,
the Supreme Court noted
"Governor of a State is not
empowered to enter the
political arena and play a
role in inter-party or intra-
party disputes.” and the
discretior exercised by then
Governor Koshyari asking
then ChiefMinister Uddhav
to facc a (loor test was “not
in accordance with law"
This, as .he Governor had
“no objective material® on
which he could doubt the
incumbert dispensation had
lost House's confidence
The C ituti

live interviews of Home
MinistcrShahand BIPPresi-
dentNadda, were aired on
News18 India wherein they
spoke extensively about the-
pollsiespcctive candidates!
It's a litmus test for the ECI
to exercise its constitutional
duty under Article 324 and
hold those in power account-
ableand 'not be intimidated
by the high offices that they
hold.’is the Congress’ ap-
peal. Great pity if it gets
lost in the heat and dust of
victory celebrations.
Manipur's Violent Divide
Has the ruling BJPstinred
a hornet’s nest in Manipur?
The answer is in the affir-
mative as experts predict or
rather fear it will take years
for peace and normalcy to
return in this north-castem
States. Multiple fault lines
are coming alive between the
dominant Mcitci community
in the Valley and 34 tribal
groups in the hills, primar-
ily under Kuki and Naga
tribes. The trigger for the
violent clashes since May
3. which have left 60 killed
231 injured and 1,700-odd
houses burnt was a prickly
court order that boosted
the Meiteis demand to be
given Scheduled Tribe status
to protcct their “ancestral
land, traditions, culture and
language”. However, the
tribal groups fear if Meiteis
arc given ST status, then
jobs of the Kuki community
will be at risk. The Centre
did well by sending Central
forces but despite Bircn's
appeal the situation is tense.
On Thursday last, one cop
was Kkilled, and four others
injured in firing by sus-
pected terrorists in Bishnu-
pur district, 50 km south of
Imphal. The government is
unable to bring abouta irucc
between the warring par-
ties. as the ethnic, religious
and geographic divides arc
deeply entrenched. Worse,
itdidn't give importance to
the tribe's demands, which
stirred i The vio-

elected representatives to
acton behalfof people and,
consequently, the Governor,
who despite his constitu-
tional status is unclected,
is vested with ‘limited dis-
cretionary powers.” While

lence from both sides in
retaliation in the Valley and
hills unfortunately will take
the State back many years.
It will take a lot more than
just confidence-building
measures.
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walking through fog witn  COVID 1S officially no longer
a global health emergency

author Anuja Chauhan

By Sukant Dccpak

permanent gray envelopes everything around. Clouds,
an arm’s length away arc doing somersaults on thc
mountains wearing (hick greens. Thc light is tricky for
a photo shoot, but author Anuja Chauhan is game «« like her
writing, she believes in chance.

After all, every time she writes, it is an exercise to look
thruugli the fog. "There may be silhouettes and mist mound
when you start, but then it slowly melts and you walk with
the faith that there is something out there... Also, my pro-
cess changcs with different books. The ‘reasons’ for writing
may be different too += sometimes a compelling theme, other
times, a conflict.” Chauhan tells IANS during the Sikkim Art
and Literature Festival organised by thc state government in
collaboration with Teamwork Arts

Currently doing final edits on her upcoming book centering
around a murder that takes placc on Karva Chauth, thc author
makes it dear, it is not exactly a sequel to Club You to Death
as reported widely. Thc only common character is dctective
AC'P Bhavani Singh. The book is set in Bangalore

Some of Anuja Chauhan’s previous bestselling novels in-
clude Those Pricey Thakur Girls. Baaz, The Zoya Factor and
Battle for Bit'.ora

In fact. Those Pricey Thakur Girls is now a web scries (DU
Bekaraar) being streamed on Hotstar, and Baaz has been taken
by Yashraj and it could be a web series.

The author, who started her writing career with advertising
and continues to write for different genres stresses thc same
keeps her sharp. “I write a column for. major magazine as well
becausc it’s a different medium and | have to read thc newspa-
pers for that. And | write books as well of course. Advertising
also shows up. It is like multi-training in thc gym, doing new
stuff to keep surprising thc body for best results.”

Someone who detests labels «« like being called a Chick Lit
writer, Chauhan says it is sad that everything is being labelled.
“There arc labels on behavior too, thc kinds that never ex-
isted before. Why dumb down things by labelling them? Yes,
it may work for publishers, but it is not healthy.” concludes
thc author who during her advertising days wrote lines like
Yeh Dil Mange More (Pepsi), Dar Ke Aage Jeet Hai (Mountain
Dew) and Tela Hai Par Mera Hai (Kurkure). (IANS)

Rare Assamese journals
and books to be digitised

community project. ‘Digitizing Asom' has been

launched aiming at thc digitization of rare Assamese

journals and books published between 1813 and 1970,
for public use.

The launching ceremony was attended by Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday evening

An initiative of thc Nanda Talukdar Foundation and sup-
ported by the Assam Jatiya Bidyalay Educational & Socio-
Economic Trust. this projcct is going to digitize every possible
rare Assamese language book and journal, regardless of their
location, and making them available to the public for posterity
through a dedicated website

In the first phase of this ambitious project, journals pub-
lished between thc years 1840 and 1970 have been included
encompassing 3071 editions of as many as 161 journals with
a total of 2,45.680 pages. The second phase of the projcct.
under process, shall cover books published between 1813
and 1962

Sarma said that launch of this projcct would prove decisive
in conferring the world of Assamese literature its rightful
exalted status in days to come. Referring to thc 19th century
as the era tha: led to a new dawn for Assamese literature, he
credited literary stalwarts such as Lakshminath Bczbaruah.
Chandra Kumar Agarwala and Hcmchandra Goswami for its
forward marca

“Thc 20th century brought with itself greater avenues for
growth of Assamese literature.” Sarma added

Referring to the 21st century as thc “digital era”, he said
digitizing rare Assamese literary works would go a long way
in preserving such remarkable works for ages.

“The coming generations would be able to appreciate thc
works of literary gems in thc Assamese language through
such initiatives. 1appeal to members of thc general public
in possession of such tare works to come forward so that all
books can be digitized.” he said. (IANS)

orld Health Organisa-

tion (WHO) experts

have officially de-
clared that COVID no longer
constitutes a public health emer-
gency of international concern
(Phcic). This coincides with thc
WHO’s new strategy to transi-
tion from an emergency response
to longer-term susta ncd COVID
disease management.

This may not change too
much practically. COVID will
still have pandemic status, and
countries will continue to have
their own authority as to whether
to treat COVID as aa emergency
within their territories (some
countries, including thc US.
have already declared an end to
the national emergency).

For thc global public health
community, however, this is
an event of monumental im -
portance. drawing to o elose
the emergency response period
which commenced on January
30 2020.

At thc same time for a large
portion of the general public,
it may well pass by relatively
unnoticed. For many people,
it’s been a long tint; sincc they
viewed COVID as an emergency
In thc UK for example, COVID
no longer features in the regular
Office for National Statistics
public opinion survey that asks
people what they think thc key
issues facing the country arc.
Even a year ago, only two in five
Britons were very or somewhat
worried about COVID. accord-
ing to thc survey

Along with other behavioural
scientists. | have been follow-
ing public experiences of thc
pandemic for thc past three
years. Thc results have yet to
be peer reviewed bui by summer
2022. many participants in our
research described thc pandemic
as being like “a distent memory”
or like it “never happened”

As wc move into this next
phase, it’s time to consider what
we’ve learned abou: human be-
haviour during thc pandemic,
and what happens iicxi

Old habits dir hard
In the early days of the pan-
demic. many behavioural scien-
tists. myself included, wondered
whether some of otr pandemic
habits were here to stay. Would
facc masks becom: a regular
wardrobe staple? Would people
stop “soldiering on ' and going
into work when unwell?

It turned out that for most

people, thc pandemic hasn't
permanently changed our be-
haviour and habits or crcated a
“new normal”. Looking again
at thc UK. facc mask use has
consistently declined, with fig-
ures from last month suggesting
that fewer than one in six adults
had worn a facc mask recently
Regular use is likely much less
common.

Social distancing has long
sincc disappeared, exccpt for a
relatively small proportion of
the public, in particular those
most vulnerable to COVID.

The COVID pandemic has
taught us how adaptive behav-
iour can be. in particular how
much people were willing to
change their behaviour to keep
themselves and others safe.
Most people followed thc rules
during thc height of the pan-
demic. no matter how difficult.
COVID has reminded us how
resilient we humans can be

These pandemic adaptions,
and thc fact that our pre-pan-
demic behaviour bounced back
so quickly, shows how important
social cues and social norms arc
to behaviour. Putting on a mask
or keeping our distance from
others were habits actions
triggered automatically in re-
sponse to contextual cues, such
as seeing signs with pictures of
people socially distancing

Social norms what wc think

others arc doing  were key to
vaccine uptake and to our uptake
of preventative measures in gen-
eral. As these contextual cues
disappeared and thc social norms
started to change, and as vaccinc
coverage increased and thc risk
to thc majority decreased, our
behaviour changed

The pandcmic has also dem-
onstrated how important social
connections and social, espe-
cially physical, contact can
be. This is something we have
already argued COVID couldn't
keep at bay forever. According
to social safety theory, which
secs stress and wellbeing as
a product of biological, psy-
chological and social factors
COVID posed a threat to thc
“social fabric that makes hu-
mans resilient and keeps us
alive and well”

It's unsurprising that life
satisfaction and happiness were
lowest during lockdowns, and
ictvvcik'd as people stalled to
mix socially again

The emergency Isn't
over for everyone
As we mark thc end of thc
emergency phase it’s important
to remember thc nearly seven
million lives lost due to COVID
since 2020.
And of coursc. we must con-
sider that for some, especially
those who arc clinically vulner-

able. thc emergency is not yet
over, and may never be

Although it’s no longer a
Phcic. as thc WHO reminds
us. COVID is still responsible
for millions of infections and
thousands of deaths cach week
around thc world. Also, thanks
to long COVID. hundreds of
millions of people arc in need
of longer-term carc.

In the future, we need to move
from relying on thc resilience
of individuals to building re-
silience in our institutions. Wc
can all take measures to con-
tinue to protect ourselves and
those around us from COVID
and other viruses (such as hand
washing and immunization)
But responsibility for prevent-
ing public health emergencies
shouldn't rest solely in thc
hands of thc public.Actions
that governments, employers
and health authorities can take
now could protect against fu-
ture public health emergencies.
Systematically tackling misin-
formation. improving ventila-
tion in schools, workplaces and
other public indoor spaccs, and
making longer-term improve-
ments to paid sick leave arc all
good ways to start building more
resilient societies in preparation
for thc next pandcmic. Hope-
fully this is something we will
never see in our lifetimes. (The
Conversation)

Increase productivity, self-assurance,
fulfilment &sleep through mindfulness

danim, a meditation and mental well-

I ness app, just reached

of 1.000 guided meditations over more
than 40 categories, including meditations

for sleep, antistrcss, anxiety reduction, experiencing meditation
vipassana, ctc. to support specific goals. setting with a LIVE teacher.
In less than a year after its release, thc The app also has a feature called “Rec-

app has received over 50,000 downloads,
and more than 5.003 users meditate using

it cach month

sessions give ldanim users an opportunity
thc milestone to interact with these
fulness experts and obtain answers to their and
questions about meditation

ommend Me** that allows users to get per-
sonalised experiences and find meditation

international mind-

in addition to
in a studio-like

ta , Co-founder, Idanim says: "M editation
is a practice of exploring within oneself
is not a fixed destination, where one
should aspire to reach. Your head doesn't
become vacuumed free of thoughts, utterly
undistractcd
experience cach and every moment in thc

It's a special place where you

With a total experience of more than 200
years teaching meditation, thc platform’s
team of world-famous teachers comes from
a variety of countries, including thc US
Canada, Australia. India, Singapore, and
others.

Idanim users can receive guided medita-
tions from these teachers. Thc app includes
daily LIVE meditations with these masters
in addition to guided meditations. These

materials quickly

The app's user-friendly interface makes
it suitable for both newcomers and sea-
soned practitioners. Users can select any
meditation category and start practising
right away

Depending on one’s interests, one can
also put diverse techniques like Yoga Nidra
Buddhist and Zen meditations, and chakra
meditations into practise

Commenting on the same, Raman Mit-

now. When we meditate wc venture into
th; workings of our minds: our sensations,
our emotions, and our thoughts. Wc arc

delighted to introduce 1000 meditations
across 40+ categories to create a mindful
environment.”

Idanim was crcated for working people
and individuals to increase productiv-
ity, scif-assurancc. fulfilment, and sleep
through mindfulness.

It was developed by TO THE NEW. a
digital tech services firm and seven-time
Great Placc to Work winner. (‘ANSIife)
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Becoming water-positive and plastic-neutral

Bv V

I (his point in our lives,

wc arc all aware of how

the use of plastic can

have a negative impact on
one's life and the environ-
ment. However, the increased
awareness of the necessity of
eliminating singlc-usc plastic
through new channels, as well
as climate change activists, has
resulted in a paradigm shift in
how individuals proccss their
thoughts, even when switching
simple items in our everyday
lives. For cxanplc. instead of
using a plastic straw, use a
bamboo straw.

And. more recently. Bisleri
International Pvt Ltd, one of
India's largest packaged drink-
ing water firms has strength-
ened its sustainability strategy
by launching 'Bisleri Greener
Promise’

In light of this, Angelo
George. CHO of Bisleri Interna-
tional. speaks to /ANSlife about
how Bisleri's upcycling method
benefits the environment. Here
arc the cxcerpt

l-otlitHiiibcni Humtsoc

What does sustainability
mean to the brand?

Angelo: Sustainability is
embedded in the core of Bisleri
International's business strat-
egy. Our approach to business
revolves around creating sus-
tainable solutions that address
environmental challenges and
drive growth. Our commitment
to sustainability is based on
its core principle, the Bisleri
Greener Promise which aims to
build a greener future through
programs focused on water
conservation, recycling, and
sustainability. At the heart of
this philosophy is the belief
that Bisleri should replenish
more natural resources than it
consumes. This goal is achieved
through initiatives such as Proj-
ect NayiUmeedand Bottles for
Change, which make the com-
pany water-positive and plastic-
neutral. respectively.

Llow

Is the company at-

‘Star

By Pi. Ajai Bhambi

tempting to reduce its environ-
mental footprint and actively
promote sustainable practices
throughout its operations?

Angelo: At Bisleri. wec are
ot m itted to ensuring sus-
tainability while maintaining
business profitability. We have
adopted a strategy of conserving
natural resources and building a
circular economy

Our business strategy factors
responsible extraction of the
groundwater. Instead of large
plants at central locations to
maximize scale efficiencies, we
have plants spread across the
country, closer to consumption
centres to extract groundwater
evenly. Proximity to markets
reduces the carbon footprint of
transportation as well. We arc a
country blessed with excellent
rainfall and it's too precious a
resource to be allowed to drain
off. All plants have robust rain-
water harvesting systems and
wc adopt water bodies nearby
to recharge groundwater. Our
manufacturing processes con-
vert more than yu per ccnt ot
processed water into finished
900d$

It must be noted that domes-
tic RO systems salvage just
about 60 per cent and 40 per
cent of water is wasted! In rural
areas, we build check dams to
conserve rainwater for irriga-
tion to help villagers.

All our packaging is 100 per
cent recyclable. Our approach
has been to reduce virgin plas-
tic consumption and ensure the
rcpurposing of used plastic
Through design innovations,
we reduced virgin plastic by 10
per ccnt last year. Our focus on
reusable containers has made
this segment almost 30 per ccnt
of our portfolio. We managed
lo reduce the carbon footprint
by over 40.000M T last year.
We collaborate with Municipal
bodies. NGOs. Aggregators, and
Recyclcrs to ensure the recy-
cling of used plastic. We've in-
vested in solar panels and elec-
tric delivery vehicles to further
decrease our carbon footprint
and operational costs

These efforts have made us
water-positive and plastic-ncu-
tral, and we'll continue to ex-
plore innovative wa*s to ensure
sustainability while maintaining
profitability

Tell us more about how the
company collects and pro-
cesses PET bottles into an
upcycled product.

Angelo: As an organization,
wc recycle more plastic than
wc consume. Wc have always
believed in the value of used
plastic and circularity. Bisleri

was one of the pioneers in India
to start plastic recycling in the
90s. with an imported machine
from Japan and wc arc passion-
ate about it

| believe being plastic-ncu-
tral is about demonstrating the
accountability of containing the
scale of the problem. However,
the story isn't complete without
plastic circularity - when used
plastic is collcctcd. recycled,
and reintroduced into the con-
sumption cycle.

There arc three issues to be
addressed to achieve plastic cir-
cularity: proper disposal of used
plastic, collection proccss. and
value-added rcpurposing.

In 201S, we launched the
‘Bottles For Change* program to

Gazing’
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raise awareness that used plastic
is a valuable resource that can
be recycled. Wc educate people
about the responsible disposal
of used plastic and provide en-
abling systems to ensure it is
sent directly for recycling.

We advocate a three-stage

process - clean the used plastic,
segregate it at the source, and
send it directly for recycling

Wealso provide collection infra-
structure to ensure used plastic
rcaches recyclers directly and
does not end up in landfills. The
program is active in seven citics

and we have managed to reach
over 600,000 people so far. The
footprint covers some of the
largest corporates, educational
institutions, and housing soci-
eties in India. We have also in-
troduced a user-friendly mobile
app that allows individuals and
organisations to register for the
program. Through the app. users
can easily locate nearby plastic
agents to collect the clean and
segregated plastic, which is then
sold to recyclers.

Once collected. PHT waste is
sorted, clcaned, and treated to
remove other materials like caps,
rings, or labels. The bottles are
washed using a combination of
hot and cold water and then pro-
cessed through a PET treatment

plant that is specially designed
for the purpose of recycling
Any irregular lumps or blocks
of materials are crushed to
produce flakes, which arc then
dried, mixed with pigments, ex-
truded. and spun into filaments.
These filaments are then cooled,
collccted. stretched, crimped,
heat-treated, and cut into de-
sired lengths depending on the
final product For example, for
an apparel, the fibers ar; spun
into yarn, wound onto bobbins,
and woven into the fabric. It is
then finished and dyed if nec-
essary. Finally, the material is
stitched to create various mer-
chandise such as T-shirts and

backpacks.
Through the 'Bottles for
Change’ program, wc promote

sustainability and create em-
ployment opportunities for rag
pickers, aggregators, and rccy-
clers who repurpose used plastic
to create higher-value items

How has the desire for a
more sustainable living influ-
enced consumer behaviour?

Angelo: Consumer behaviour
is undergoing a transformation-
al change. Increasing awareness
about environmental and social
concerns is driving consum -
ers to become more conscious
of their purchasing decisions
Consumers worldwide ate now
looking for products and ser-
vices with a minimal impact on
the environment. They expect
businesses to play an active role
in driving positive change and
being responsible for the social
and environmental consequenc-
es of their operations, alongside
governments and other stake-

holders. This trend is evident
across several industries, most
notably consumer goods, food
and beverages, fashioi. and

mobility. Consumers are in-
creasingly preferring local and
organic food, reusable products,
energy-efficient appliances,
and renewable energy scurccs.
They arc engaging in conver-
sations and initiatives ground
recycling, water conservation,
biodiversity, organic produce

and ethical sourcing. Brands
that prioritise sustainability and
continuously seek sustainable
innovation are becoming front-
runners in consumers* purchas-
ing decisions.

Tell us more about the ‘Bot-
tles For Change’ campaign

Angelo: The 'Bottles For
Change* campaign is part of
Bislcri's broader sustainability
commitment, the Bisleri Greener
Promise, which aims to provide
agreener future forall. The ini-
tiative aims to raise awareness
among people about the value
of used plastic as a resource,
encouraging them to segregate
and dispose of it responsibly
to prevent it from ending up in
landfills or oceans.

The campaign focuses on
educating people on how to
clean and segregate all types of
plastic, which are then sold to
local ragpickers, who, in turn,
sell it to recyclcrs. generating
more value as used plastic is

converted into higher-value
products

Since its launch, the ‘Bottles
for Change' initiative has made

significant progress, engag-
ing with over 600,000 citizens
across seven citics and 13 Mu-
nicipal corporations

The program’s footprint cov-
ers more than 3500 housing
societies. 680 educational insti-
tutions. 790 corporates, and 600
hotels and restaurants.

Bisleri plans to expand the
program's reach to more citics.
such as Bengaluru. Hyderabad,
and Pune, and promote sustain-
ability while creating employ-
ment opportunities for ragpick-
ers, aggregators, and recyclcrs
All profits from the initiative
are dedicated to improving the
lives of the ragpickers.

Wr'e have also released our
sustainability report with am-
bitious targets for 2025. Wc
plan to extend the 'Bottles for
Change” program to cover 20
major citics and collcct and
rccycle 12.500M T of plastic
through the program by 2025.
(IANStife)

The best gifts for mom
this Mother's Day

heart, it wil lmdloarchwngaﬁarl:a\nem

other’s Day is an opportunity to acknow -
edge what they do for us every day and
It can be difficult to
find the ideal present for someone who seems to

giver her affection

have everything. These presents and experiences,

make the most important woman in your life feel
all the more special on Mother's Day.

Expressing gratitude with a flavourful feast

high-quality images with stunning details
camera slso features a variable-anglc LCD touch-
screen d splay, which makes it easy to frame shots
from different angles

The

The (;ift of Health
Show your mother how much you care about her

well-being by giving her the best gift - the gift

of good health. Ranging from immunity-boosting

Treat your mother to a luxurious bonding vitaminsand minerals to mood-enhancing supple-
brunch at the Delhi Pavillion, Sheraton, New ments and probiotics for gut health, bring to
Delhi. The dishes are prepared with the finest her Vestige Prime Concentrated Mineral Drops
ingredients, bursts of flavours and aromas with (CMD). that would support her overall health

every bite.The joy on her face as she indulges
in adelectable feast craftcd for her is sure to be

priceless

and vitality. Anatural sea mineral supplement
extracted from The Great Salt Lake of Utah, CMD

contains the full spectrum of the mincralsrcquircd
by the human body

Help your mother capture beautiful

memories with ease

Mothers love their families and the precious
moments they spend with their loved ones. The
is a perfect gift for your mother to
seal the memories she can cherish forever.
the camera exudes an old-world
charm that will make her fall in love with it in-
stantly. Based on the Z-mount system,
which produces

Nikon Zfc

ite retro doeign

with a 20.9-mcgapixcl sensor,

A gazebo dining experience

W ith

it comes

by the Ghats of Vamuna

Create an extraordinary dining cxpcricnce for
your mother by the Ghats of Yamuna inher own
private gazebo. Come together to cclchratc memo-
rable moments of togetherness with a four-course
Table D'llotc menu and curated indulgences mak-
ing for atruly memorable Mother's Day celebra-
tion. (IANSlife)
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Boost to Congress
THE verdict is clear - and a virtual slap on the
face of the BJP for its omissions and commis-
sions and itsoverdrive on the communal front
in Karnataka. The Congress sweep in thc as-
sembly polls was more than expccted though

an

cumbency sentiments were evident from

the very start. For the Congress party, this mo-
rale boost came at the precise time when it was
almost down and out at the national level and its
spearhead. Rahul Gandhi, was targeted by the
Modi government in questionable ways. The
saffron party that went on a communal overdrive
has been given such a drubbing that it would
nurse this wound for a long time. It lost its only
base in thc South and brought shame to Prime
Minister Namndra Modi too by making him run
around the state with a begging bow| for votes.
The huge dependence on Modi was a clear hint
that thc BJP’s state leadershipand chiefminister
Basavaraj Bommai lacked thc strength to take

on thc opposition.

For the BJP, this is the second state to go this
way - after thc Congress captured Himachal
Pradesh from it in the November 2022 assembly
polls. The saffron party famously keeps demon-
strating that it is yet to have an organizational
heft. Its chiefministers are poor performers and
facclcss men. It lost Maharashtra and retained
Haryana by allying with a regional party. In
Karnataka, as many as 11 ministers lost thc
polls, signifying thc poor image of the outgo-
ing government. Most BJP governments are
non-performing. In state after state, the party is
basking in the glory of Modi. But. the 72-ycar-
old Modi is just three years away from likely

political sanyas.

The Congress party played its cards well
this time. However, its win in Karnataka is no
more than a temporary reprieve. Bigger battles
lie ahead before the 2024 Parliament polls. As-
sembly polls in Rajasthan, MP, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and elsewhere are expcctcd before the
end of this year. All eyes would now be glued
to those polls. Thc tricolour party has won the
moral courage to take on the BJP in thc com-
ing polls by its decisive victory in Karnataka.
Perhaps an understanding had been reached
between the two party stalwarts - Siddarama-

iah and DK Shivakumar

vis-a-vis thc CM s

post and government formation, or that a new
formula could be contemplated. Notably, their
communities -- Dalits and Vokkaligas respec-
tively —have energetically backed the Congress
this time. Only Bengaluru and the coastal region
sided with tIx; BJP. As for the JD Secular, it re-
duced its assembly scats substantially as did thc
BJP. Its leader HD Kumaraswamy could neither
be king nor king-makcr as he had hoped to be.

Voters ensured as much.

Our the
Boiling Frog
ory
Editor.

This is with reference
10 a letter to the editor tin-
dei lilt caption, * CililciKi
must voice oul their con-
cems "( ST May 12. 2023)
by Kevin Phillips. In this
regard | would like lo say
that I've had similar experi-
ences of having been told
by several people including
highly cducatcdoncs that it
is pointless to express their
dissent against many things
not going right in our state
becausc. “government is
never moved by the plight of
the people.” I guess that this
sense of general impotency
and helplessness gradually
crept in some years after our
attainment of statehood and
has become urmistakably
visiblc in th list two dc-
cades. In short, most people
have given up.

This attitude reminds me
of the. * Boiling Frog Syn-
drome.” The Boiling Frog
story is a moral fable de-
scribing a frog being slowly
boiled alive. Th: premise is
that ifa frog is put suddenly
in boiling water, it will jump
out. but if the fiog is put in
tepid water first which is
then brought to aboil slowly,
it will not perceive the dan-
gerandwill unresistingly be

cooked to death. The story is
often used as a metaphor for
the inability or unwilling-
ness of people to react or be
aware ofsinister threats that
arise gradually rather than
suddenly.

Here in our state, cor-
ruption has been creeping
gradually and it has almost
reached catastrophic propor-
tions. Bccausc thc process
is so gradual, it has also
seeped into our psyche veiy
imperceptibly to thc point
that it has somehow bccome
normalized andwc now have
no compunctions to indulge
in it and accept it. Hence,
with increasing corruption
in socicty our concern for
the general good has cor-
respondingly been severely
eroded to the point lhat we
now generally carc for thc
well- being o four immediate
families only, thinking that
what evils exist outside our
little worlds do not concern
us, as if these evils will not
in the long run come to bite
our own children and grand-
children.

For me. the deafening
silencc of intellectuals is
majoriy responsible for thc
sinking of Meghalaya into
the bottomless pit of cor-
ruption and thc few voices
of dissent Ihat we hear arc
nothing less than mere cries
inthe wilderness. Inconclud-
ing. this quote from Edmund
Burke seems appropriate

Saving The Rivers
of Meghalaya

By 1111 Mohrmen

1 is for the first time in
living memory that thc mon-
soon isplaying truant in Me-
ghalaya and the north eastern
region. Even though wchave
almost crossed th half year
mark for this year, the rain is
still avoiding its landing on
these rolling hills. I the dry
spell continues, then, like
1'miam Lake, all thc rivers
in the state will become thin
and muddy, and only thc
skeletal remains of their for-
mer image will remain. With
temperatures continuing to
rise, thc water level will fall,
leaving thc rivers with very
shallow waters. The rivers in
the entire state arc now show-
ing this sign of stress, and if
the rain god is not kind to the
people, then the river beds of
many rivers in th state will
soon be visible to the naked
eye. The question that arises
is: what will happen to thc
atpialir lifr in thwe* rivers™
The most important ques-
tion is: what will happen to
our rivers, which an; already
under great stress?

The condition of
our rivers

The CEO of the Jowai
Municipal Board and thc
Member Secretary of thc
Khasi Hills Building Struc-
ture Regulatory Authority.
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council, Shillong,
respectively, both issued pub-
lic notices that shed light on
the state of our rivers. These
noticcs. which appeared in
The Shillong Times, serve
as a grim reminder that, in
addition to the Wall Umkhrah
in Shillong, other rivers in the
state arc also in danger. Thc
two public notifications that
were the result of thc court
or tribunal orders showed
that the state’s rivers arc not
in good shape, and thc Me-
ghalaya government and the
autonomous district councils
should collaborate to save the
rivers before it is too late.

The filthy-flowing
river Myntdu

Aserious issue is raised by
the nottce issued by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
of the West Jaintia Hills
District and thc Chief Ex-
ecutive OlTiccr of the Jowai
Municipal Board on May 3,
ordering households in Jowai
without proper septic tanks
to stop flushing their toilets
into drains and water bodies
intheirareas. Thcorder states
that, as per thc report pre-
paredby thc Meghalaya State
Pollution Control Board, thc
National Green Tribunal has
found that thc health of the
river Myntdu is seriously
compromiscd due to its high
acid content.

Human interference is
causing thc river to deterio-
rate. and excessive siltation
is causing to reduce in size.

The only thing neccssary for

the triumph ofevil is for good
people to do nothing.”

Yours ctc.,

samuel Svctt.

Shillong-2

Dorbar
shnongs must
function under

a set of rules

Editor.

Asa regular reader of this
column and above all other
issues that arc usually high-
lighted from time to time.
would also like to draw the
attention of the authorities,
the district administration
and the KHADC in particu-
lar. Can a dorbar shnong levy
fees for sale and purchase
of land? Moreover there
arc certain rangbah shnongs
who charge exorbitantly in
the name of village develop-
ment fund while they charge
separately fora residential or
noobjection certificatc. Sincc
these institutions are in direct
contact with the people at the
grassroots, one has to suc-
cumb to whatev er demands
to get thc paperwork done
else it becomes an issue for
any individual living in that
system.

Even the staffsat thc sub-
registrars officc will ask
for a sale deed that has the
headman’s seal whenever

It was also said that people
indulge in open defecation,
asaresultofwhich the faecal
coliform and total colifomi
counts arc very high and
thc BOD lcve is beyond the
permissible I mil. Water is
also not potable due to thc
disposal of untreated waste
and sewage into the river.
The term "BOD" refers to the
amount of molecular oxygen
needed for ttic biological
oxidation of organic matter
in water as well as the typi-
cal oxygen requirement for
organic waste Ihat can be
broken down aerobically.
Therefore, in compliance
with thc Honblc NGT order,
the Jowai Municipal Board
has directed thc households
without a proper sanitary
latrinc under lowai town to

PIIE department is aware
that as per MSPB report, thc
water it provides to thc mu-
nicipality is unfit for human
consumption? Ilic important
point is how the department
continuesto provide water lo
the community despite their
knowledge that it is unfit for
human consumption. The
government has obviously
failed the people of Jowai
and this matter should be
taken seriously by thc people
consuming this water and by
the government of th day.
The KHADC Noticc
On the other hand, the
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council, in its noticc
dated May 10, 2023. cited
the High Court of Megha-
laya order in P1L No. 10 of
2019, which prohibited any

“The rivers in the entire state are now
showing this sign o fstress, and ifthe
rain god is not kind to the people, then
the river beds o fmany rivers in the state
will soon be visible to the naked eye: The
question that arises is: what will happen
to the aquatic life in these rivers?”

stop the direct discharge of
faulty scptic nnks or latrine
to drains and water bodies
and to constructa proper scp-
tagc tank or sanitary latrine
within 90 days.

The people of Jow ai are
literally drinking their
own waste

The residents of the town
arc unaware cf ihe fact that,
despite the completion o f the
new water supply projcct.
Jowai continues to rely on
the Myntdu. ivhich is unfit
for human consumption, for
its daily water needs. The
grand old Myntdu water sup-
ply projcct. which is pumped
from Mupialv. supplies thc
town with 4.086 MLD o fwa-
ter (RTI reply No. EE/PHE/
Elect JW I'lim. 21.2022-
23/1075 dated December
23, 2022). The much-hyped
and recently inaugurated
Umngot water supply, on
the other hand, supplies only
1.486 MLD cfwater to thc
town, which is less than the
total amount of water sup-
plied to the town (Ibid. RTI
dated Dccember 23. 2022),
The Myntdu water supply
projcct continues to be thc
main source of water for the
people oflowai, asit supplies
more than fifty percent of the
town’s water icquircment.

Ihe question Ihat the peo-
ple of Jowai iccd lo reflect
upon is how they have treated
the river Mynidu, the town’s
main source of water supply.
Anotherquer> is whether the

registration of land is sought
forat the DC office. Till date
it is not clear whether thc
headman’s NOC for salch
purchase of land is manda-
tory. Therefore it is for the
government authorities to
issue notifications to thc gen-
eral public about the relevant
procedures and also of the
prescribed fees that dorbars
can collect in such eases. As
of today the land documcnis
obtained from KHADC arc
still not accepted by the banks
for loans but i no objection
ccrtificatc from thc District
Council and the rangbah
shnong is neccssary for mort-
gaging the lard to banks for
availing loans. When will
there be a system that will
case up land registrations in
ihe state o Meghalaya?

A family member o fmine
was asked to pay 1% from
sales proceeds as donation
towards dorbar fund of a
particular village for road
construction. We found out
that as per sanad of the Syi-
cm of Myllicm the rangbah
shnong was only allowed
to charge a nominal amount
as witness to the sale which
should not buxlen the seller.
We confronted the dorbar of-
ficial thatwc vrill only donate
an amount that is within our
capacity and that no extra
amount would be paid at
any cost; they reluctantly
agreed to sign the papers
aftera lengthy argument. The

construction of a permanent
nature within 50 metres from
thc mean high flood level of
Umiam Lake in Ri Bhoi Dis-
trict. The order further stated
that thc matter is no longer
limited to Umiam Lake but
has extended to other wa-
ter bodies and rivers in thc
state. Additionally, it was
reported that tl)c

The river affected
by AMD

The rivers in the coal mine
areas arc highly polluted by
acid mine drainage (AMD)
thatcomes from thc mines. In
spite of the fact that no study
has been done to determine
the condition of the rivers in
the coal mine areas posi-NGT
ban. thc government has cel-
ebrated the issuing o f mining
leases to thc coal miners in
the state. It is indeed sad Ihat
while thc government is cry-
ing foul over thc pollution
of the rivers in Shillong, it
doesn't carc a hoot about ihe
rivers in the rest of the state
Whether thc new so-called
“scicntific mining” would
not have an adverse impact
on the rivers in the state is
another question. If thc new
mining system continues to
pollute the water bodies, then
this government isclosing thc
leakage o fone holeand. in the
process. opening a new hole.

Saving the rivers saving
water, and saving
aquatic lives

Itis sad that, to date, thc
state has not been able to
even conic up with a People’s
Aquatic Biodiversity Register
of the aquatic animals that
are found in thc rivers in
the state. Without a doubt,
aquatic life in thc rivers
in thc coal mines has been
gone forever, but the ad-
ministration is completely
ignorant about the cxisicnce
of aquatic life in thc other
rivers in the state. Despite thc
fact that in most of the rivers
one can see thc golden masher
“kha-lad" (Tor putuitora) and
chocolatc mahsccer "kha-saw”

High Court has ordered thc
Autonomous District Council
to take action to maintain the
water bodies’ purity.

In executing the High
Court's order, the Executive
Committee of the KHADC
has prohibited any new con-
struction of a permanent na-
ture within 50 (fifty) metres
from thc mean high flood
level ofall thc water bodies
and rivers in thc jurisdic-
tion of the Khasi Hills Au-
tonomous District Council
Further, the EC has directed
that no person or persons
shall discharge solid waste,
sewage, or septic tank waste
into tlx; waterbodiesor rivers
within the jurisdiction o f thc
Khasi Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council. It also orders
the chicfs and the headmen,
after due consultation with
the landowner(s). to identify,
protect, and preserve thc
catchmentareas in thcclekas
and villages lo ensure thc
sources o fwaterarc protected
and preserved. The tradition-
al chicfsare also instructed to
ensure that the directions arc
not violated.

question remains as whether
dorbars fall underany ambit
when it comes to collcction
ofsuch fees? It is pertinent
to ask when developmen-
tal funds in the state come
through schemes, how can
collcction of fees by village
dorbars be permitted openly
in thc name o fdevelopment?
Ifthat be the case then where
are all ihe public schemes of
MLAs and MDCs that are
meant for the people?

There are dorbar shnongs
that fall under municipal ar-
eas that also collect fees for
cleaning and maintenance
of the locality on a monthly
basis when the very same is
charged by the Shillong Mu-
nicipal Board. Many citizens
are skeptical about paying
such fees sincc it becomes a
burden for families to pay to
two different authorities but
most arc reluctant to raise
ihcir voices in thc locality
for fear of harassment by
the headman. Now how can
such double collections be
allowed? It is for the District

pis) swimming, not much is
known about these fish spe-
cies. Even though the 1UCN
has listed thc golden mahscer
(Tor putitora) as "endan-
gered” and its population
is declining at an alarming
rate, thc government has
done nothing to protcct this
aquatic species. Chocolatc
mahscer (Ncolissochilus
hexagonolcpis) is found only
in the North Eastern Hima-
layan region, particularly in
Meghalaya, and the fish is
also considered a threatened
specics by the IUCN (2016)
Saving our rivers
before it is too late

It is now obvious that it is
not only the Wah Umkhrah
that needs thc government's
attention; all the rivers in the
state arc under stress and need
protection. The court and tri-
bunal's intervention should be
taken as an alarm bell by thc
government and the people
ofthc state. The government,
along with thc Autonomous
DistrictCouncil, should wake
up and take immediate action
to protcct and preserve our
rivers before it is too late

commendablc; however they
should function within the
mandate given to them un-
der the Constitution so that
people in general arc not
affccted by ihcir self-made
diktat. Forinstance, thc recent
directive from the KHADC
bamng rangbah shnongs from
active participation in politics
(which is not being adhered
to), similar directives should
also be issued to dorbars on
collection of fees and only
a prescribed limit should be
allowed for specific purposes
that arc permissible.

A time has conic that well
considered laws are made for
village and municipal admin-
istration and also the do’s and
don'ts that dorbar shnongs
should adhere to while the
State Government should also
consider a remuneration for
headmen as per provisions
available becausc they cannot
be expected to do their jobs
pro-bono. In municipal areas
of Shillong an urban local
body should be constituted
urgently to tackle the ever
i ing civic woes.

to intervene
tobring astop to this illegal-
ity that is rampant under its
nose.

No doubt dorbar shnongs
provide yeoman scrvice in
times of tragedies and ef-
fectively assist thc govern-
ment in many different ways
and their reecnl handling
of the Covid pandemic is

Your's ctc..
Iba S. Khamaior
shillong-1

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, add

(SI1X)

A centenary
tribute to the

FMA p

ioneers

By Barnes Mawrie

“Ifyou think in terms
ofa year, plant a seed; if
in terms of ten years, plant
trees; ifin termsofa hundred
years, leech the people”
(Confuciu*)

Way back on 8th Dccem-
ber 1923, six sisters of the
Daughters of Mary Help of
Christians, popularly known
as the FMA sisters, arrived in
Northeast India, one year af-
ter the arrival o f the Salcsian
missionaries. The six pio-
neering sisters were Sr Inno-
ccnza Vallino who was their
leader. Sr. Maria Bricarello.
Sr. Giulia Berra, Sr. Clotildc
Appiano. Sr. Cecilia Da Roil
and Sr. Antonicita Rosciti
The Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians (FMA) arc a
congregation co-founded by
Don Bosccand St. Mary Do-
mcnica Mazzarello in Mor-
nese (taly iin the year 1872.
Their charism as spelled out
by their founders, is to work
for the material and spiritual
well being ofpoor girls espe-
cially throigh the ministry of
education. The congregation

socicty. The sisters havealso
devoted themselves lo health
carc as well. They do have
a large number of trained
nurses and infmnarians. It
ought to be remembered that
they were cntnisted by thc
Assam Government to look
after the nursing staffof the
Gancsh Das Hospital from
1946 till the year 1979 and
they were the pioneers o fthe
Rapsbun Nursing College in
1979. In Assam the sisters
were a part of the nursing
staff of the Guwabhati Civil
Hospital from 1932 to 1962
Today the sisters are actively
engaged in rural health carc
through their dispensaries
which are situated all over
this region.

Since their arrival here,
the Salcsian sisters have
always catered to thc so-
cio-economic needs of the
people. As w all know, the
tribal communities of this
region during those years
were really backward in ev-
ery aspect o flifc. The sisters
have dedicated themselves

“Thisyear 2023, the congregation is
celebrating the hundredth anniversary
oftheir arrival to Northeast India in
1925. At thisjuncture it is relevant
and significant to look back and see
the tremendous contribution that this
congregation has made to our region.
Firstofall in the area ofeducation,
the sisters have rendered ayeoman
service to society since their arrival.
Today the congregation runs as many
as 33 schools and 4 colleges oftheir
own and 27 schools and 3 colleges in

collaboration

today ranks as the biggest
women congregation in thc
Church with over 13.653
members cfwhich more titan
1272 are in India alone. In
the last ore hundred years,
the congregation has grown
immensely in India with
seven provinces spread all
over thccountry. In Northeast
India alone they have two
provinces, namely. Shillong
and Guvvimi with over 600
sisters o f whom 500 of them
being local sisters.

This ycir 2023. the con-
gregation s celebrating the
hundredtl: anniversary of
their arrival to Northeast In-
dia in 1923. At this juncture
it is relevant and significant
to look bick and sec the
tremendous contribution
that this congregation has
made to our region. First of
all in the irea of education,
the sisters have rendered a
yeoman service to society
since theirarrival. Today the
congregation runsas many as
33 schoolsand 4 colleges of
theirown md 27 schools and
3 colleges in collaboration
with others. What is more
admirable jbout them is that
most of their educational
institutions like schools and
hostels arc situated in rural
areas, catering to the poor and
marginalized people. Some
of their prominent schools
arc St. May’s Higher Sec-
ondary School in Guwahati
(1932). St. Joseph’s School
in Tczpur (1936). Sacred
Heart HS School in Shillong
(1938).Auvilium HS School.
Shillong and Little Flower
HS Schoolin Imphal(1958).
Little Flower HS School in
Kohima (1964). St. Mary’s
HS School in Maligaon
(1967), Auxilium HS School
in Agartalaand many others
These schools have churned
out thousands of eminent
leaders in ihe region and in
the country as well. Many
of their past pupils have
played ami continue to play
important roles in socicty at

contact number of the writer,

even iftheyare sent by emil.

Only letters withthe requisite
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large. T the
sisters have been able to em-
power especially rural girls
who otherwise would have
been left al th periphery of

with others.

todifticult tasks like running
orphanages, doing social-
upliftment services, running
non-formal and vocational
training schools, organizing
youth centres and empower-
ing women in every way. In
many ntral areas, the sisters
arc instrumental in initiat-
ing Self Help Groups which
have been responsible for
the economic progress of
rural communities. Today
the sisters have a large net-
work of SIIGs in thc region
Working side by side with
the Salesians of Don Bosco
in most of the parishes, the
Salcsian sisters arc playing
a great role in the transfor-
mation of Northeast India.
Definitely wc cannot ignore
the contribution of other
women congregations like
the Loreto sisters (IVBM)
and thc RNDM sisters who
in their own rights have
been giants especially in
the field ofcducation sincc
the start of the 20th century.
Today there isa plethora of
other women congregations
who work in this region
two of whom, namely, thc
MSMHC and thc VSDB
sisters arc indigenously
founded by late Mgr. Ste-
phen Fcrrando and late
Mgr. Hubert D’Rosario
respectively. The former
congregation (MSMHC)
was in fact groomed by thc
Salcsian sisters in the initial
years of their existence.

In conclusion. | would
like to make a comment on
tlx; opening quote front Con-
fucius. It is evident that thc
Salcsian sisters who came
to Northeast India in 1923
had a long-term plan and
that is thc reason why they
have committed themselves
totally to the task o f"teach-
ing" people - teaching them
the basics of life, fostering
knowledge in them, instruct-
ing them on basics o f health
care, teaching our youth art
honest way to cam their liv-
ing and above all inculcating
in our youth fundamental
moral, human and religious
values which have gone a
long way to make Northeast
India what it is today.
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Roster system a tinder box
RESERVATION also known as affirmative action
or positive discrimination is backcd by the Indian
Constitution. The Meghalaya State Reservation
Policy was intelligently crafted by the founding
fathers of this state essentially to address the need
for affirmative action for the indigenous tribes of
Meghalaya the Kliasi-Jaintia and Garo. If all the
three tribes are classed as one, Meghalaya would, as
per the Constitution, only be able to have got 50%
reservation since the Constitution docs not allow
anything more Ihan that for any single ST category.
By dividing the tribes into two major categories the
first legislators of the new state of Meghalaya were
able to get 80% reservation for the local tribes, 5%
for the minor tribes who arc of Mcghalayan domi-
cile while 15 % was for the open general category.
Perhaps the only error was that the Government at
the lime did not anticipate that the matter would
reach the portals of a court and be questioned. It
was imperative to maintain a strict roster as to how
many from each categoiy were able to avail the seats
allocated to them; what would happen to the 40%
seats allocated lo the Khasi-Jaintia and 40% to the
Garos ifany job applicant from that category failed
to make the cut Should the unfilled scats be carried
over for the next job vacancy*?

At the time (he number of technically qualified
people were relatively few in number and often the
ST vacancies had to be filled by those from the unre-
served category. The other alternative was to let the
vacancies remain unfulfilled and have a governance
problem at hand. The very fact that vacancies arise
is because there is a need for critical manpower in
those positions. But all these remain unrecorded for
the past 50 years. Add to this the nepotism that crept
in when the undeserved from amongst the reserved
categories got inwhile the deserving were left in the
lurch. Now 50 years down the line the Meghalaya
Iligh Court had to raise the Roster question becausc
that is the only way to ensure equity and justice in
appointment to entry level pasts. It is unfortunate that
this matter has taken on a dangerous political colour
which threaten* to break the long held solidarity
between the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo tribes. Anything
that takes on an ethnocentric colour is unhealthy in
a slate with mixed ethnicities.

The Voice of Peoples’ Party (VPP) has given
an ultimatum to the government to resume the job
appointment process by following the Reservation
Policy minus the Roster System. The matter is still
in the Meghalaya High Court. The VPP comprises
some of the best educated members and scholars.
They are well avare that if they wish to challenge
the Roster system the court is the proper forum. So
why are they taking the political instead ofthe legal
route? Not everything in the life ofa state must be
reduced to political brinkmanship.

Of educational
structure
& learning
quality

Editor,

The results of the
MBOSE Higher Secondary
school Leaving Certificate
(HSSLC) examination have
been declared. Wc are now
awaiting the results of the
much anticipated Secondary
School Leaving Certificate
(SSLC) examination 2023.
The candidates awaiting
the results have butterflies
in their stomach; parents
arc anxious as well of their
wards*performance and
Heads of Schoolsand Man-
agement hopeful of a good
resultoverall, for recognition
among other institutions.

While a few will stand
outand achieve higher marks
in all subjects, the majority
however will be indicated
only as passed with aver-
age or below avenge marks
obtained, not to mention that
candidates can still pass even
ifthey fail in 2 subjects (with
the exception of English and
MIL). Now comc the chal-
lenges of getting admitted
for 10+2 courses in various
institutions and the decision
as to which discipline to
pursue. It's unfortunate that
mostofour students are un-
decided which discipline to
further their studies on until
declaration o f SSLC results,
becausc they will base outon
the subject/s they score the
maximum marks' in. This is
actually not healthy consid-
ering that they scov the least
in their subject o finterest in

the SSLC examination and
hence cannot choose that
subject

The blame for this rests
on the MBOSE curriculum
and its lack of approach and
objectives which do not al-
low students to build their in-
terests in ccrtain disciplines
from the early stages of the
secondary level. They arc
only guided on how to pass
the exams and this mindset
<timios nn- until Ih<* SSI £
examinations. For instance,
in the subject Social Sci-
ence. Class X. there are four
disciplines (History, Civics.
Geography and Economics)
with a total of about 39-40
chapters but only for a total
marks 0f 80 (20 being inter-
nal marks). Now students
have to prepare 40 chapters
for only 80 marks and dur-
ing exams there arc chapters
from which not a single
question is set. Every year
candidates complain that
during the SSLC exam they
can't perfonn well in Social
Sciencc. Last year it was
all over the news and social
media about the difficulties
faced by students due to lack
of preparation

The same can be said for
Science. English or Math-
ematics. A student might
show great interest in Ge-
ography but not in His-
tory; might perform better
in Biology but not in Phys-
ics; migTit be very good in
geometrical constructions
but not so good with Alge-
bra. However, during exam,
the total marks from all
disciplines are taken as one
scoic. How will iluil justify
a students'performance? No
wonder it's difficult for an
MBOSE student to crack the

Manipur Riot: The tragedy of ethnic
-based evacuation of population

On May 3. 2023. the All
Tribal Students Union Ma-
nipur (ATSUM) organised
a “Tribal Solidarity March”
in all the hill districts of
Manipur against the demand
forinclusion ofthe dominant
Meitei community into the
Scheduled Tribe lists of the
Constitution of India. The
rally concluded pcaccfully
in the hill districts, though
highways were blocked in a
few places in the valley by
some Mcitci volunteers to
express their displeasure at
the peaceful rally. Agroup of
unknown miscreants burned
the Anglo-Kuki War Cente-
nary Gate in theChurachand-
pur district and then fled
thereby infuriating the locals.
Tire tribals and the Meiteis
immediately engaged in a
bloody battle in the Torbung
and Kangvai areas of Chu-
rachandpur district. Many
people died and hundreds
of homes were destroyed on
that tragic night. The vio-
lence spread to the Imphal
valley as Kuki-Zo dominated
localities were attacked and
their houses burned down,
including churches

The Indian military has
been ordered to “"shoot at
sight” as the violence has
spiralled out o fcontrol. This
conflict is the culmination
of long-standing discontent-
ment among the tribals of
Manipur including the rcceni
infamous, “ Three Bills" is-
sue. in which eight tribals
lost their lives in 2015; the
forcible eviction and decla-
ration of Kuki villages by
declaring their habitation as
Reserved Forestor Protected
Forest; the by-passing of the
Hill Area Committee(HAC)
of the Manipur Legislative
Assembly in matters per-
taining to the tribals, among
other grievances

Sincc the outbreak of
violence, targeted communi-
ties from both parties have
sought refuge in army gar-
risons. An estimated 30,000
Kuki-Zo have sought refuge
in Imphal Valley military
cantonments and garrisons.
Similarly, a few hundred
Mcitci also took refuge in
army camps in Morch and
Cliuiai:lktiid|iui. in UICiLiss
that followed, the Imphal
valley saw lynchings, arsons,
and lootings. Kxcapt for state
government employees in
uniform and a handful who
have chosen to die in their
homes, no Kuki-Zo or Meit-
eis remain in the valley or
the hills following the cvacu-
ation operation. Statement
from the Global Naga Fomm
and Professor Kham Khan
Suan, writing in the Indian
Express, have referred to this
massive communal conflict
as an “institutionalised riot
system” (IRS) bccausc of
its planned and impromptu

national xams

By Thanggoulen Kipgen

nature as well as its religious
and populist uidcrpinnings.
Paolienlal Hackip.a member
of the Manipur Legislative
Assembly, ca led it "cthnic
cleansing” of the Kukis in
an interview with 'The Wire.”
The Kuki Inpi USA and the
Kuki Support Centre USA
in their memorandum to the
Embassy of Irdia. Washing-
ton made similar claims.

Several states, including
Uttar Pradesh. Delhi. West
Bengal, and Haryana, have
evacuated students and oth-
ers stranded in violence-hit
Manipur through special
arrangement*. The forccd
evacuation of the Kuki-Zo
from the Imphal valley to the
hills, and the Meiteis from
the hills to the valley, was the
most traumatic and profound
event. Both communities
have had to te evacuated
within the stttc. and thou-
sands are taking flights to
larger cities, including Delhi
Kolkata. Guwahati. Aizawl,
Shillong, and Bangalore for
safety. Statc-nm shelters and
rehabilitation facilities do not
exist. CSOs ind churches
have been playing crucial
roles in rehabilitating victims
of violence, particularly in
the hills. The Kuki-Zos' hasty
and haphalarc evacuation to
the hills and die Meiteis’ to
the valley pose significant
challenges. Tiis exercise is
not a panacea and should
notbe used as such to defuse
tensions. The ramifications
of this arc enormous.

The first is the psycho-
logical toll that being forccd
to flee violentconflicts might
take. Trauma, loss, and con-
fusion are common reactions
among those who have been
uprooted from their homes
and eommun ties. Depres-
sion, anxiety and a sense
of loss of community are
only some of the long-term
psychological effects of be-
ing uprooted against one’s
will. Second, the upheaval
of social structures and net-
works isalready in full swing
when an entire community is
uprooted. Both the affected
individuals and the com-
munity have suffered from
a breakdown in their social
networks. Third, relocating
and i i

more strenuous efforts to
form ethnic enclaves and
neighbourhoods where one
group dominates, and oth-
ers are not welcome. If this
docs happen, it will dispro-
portionately affect minority
communitiesand could stoke
further ethnic tensions.

The administration has
failed miserably to address
the problem associated with
evacuation and has no idea
whatto do about the massive
strain on resources caused by
the inflax o fevacuecs in need
of food, housing, and medi-
cal carc for victims of the
violence. If the government
is responsible for returning
the victims to their homes,
when will that happen? Is
this evacuation meant to be
a temporary measure until
permanent physical secu-
rity measures can be put in
placc? Does this mean that
relocation is irreversible and
that people need to start over
with new social and physical
structures? State govern-
ments and affected com-
munities need to take these
inquiries very seriously.

As fighting and violence
persist, the Kuki-Zo people
nave blocked national high-
ways to express their frustra-
tion with the government's
inaction. Outside ofthe state,
in citics like Shillong and
Delhi, conflicts between
the two populations have
also been reported, fuelling
further outrage and violence
Most obviously, the eth-
nic schism, resentment, and
suspicion arc intensifying
in online communities like
Twitter. Facebook, Insta-
gram, and WhatsApp. False
information and counter-
arguments have been flood-
ing online communities. The
situation, though claimed
by the Chief Minister of
Manipur, is returning to
normal on various occasions,
is not elose to normal, with
tensions still high on both
sides.

Manipur is at a crucial
stage in resolving the mount-
ing ethnic tensions and con-
flicts. First, there isan urgent
need for the proper rehabilita-
tion ofvictims o fthe conflict.
While ensuring the safety
and ofil i

along racial and geographi-
cal lines sheds light on who
truly belongs where and why.
It is an exchange of people
based on cthnic identity. The
long-term cffccts of this on
the relationship between the
hills and the .alley will be
devastating. It has exacer-
bated the ongoing cycle of
mistrust, fear.and animosity,
as well as erected real and
perceptible boundaries along
ethnic lines, li could lead to

the

in various fields (including
CUET to undergraduate
Programmes). Compared
to ccntral or other Boal
the curriculum is very ri
Now. about MBOSE syl-
labus and textbooks, let's be
honest, and here you can get
the opinions of any teacher
that follows the MBOSE syl-
labus. The present MBOSE
syllabus has very limited
fnnlcnland mostof thi* ti'vt-
books arc sub-standard and
attimes even give out wrong
information. Being a teacher
myself. | can confirm my
findings and observations
on this. There are several
occasions when corrections
have been made in those
textbooks.

Often. | would wonder
at the role and functions of
MBOSE. Do they really
have a curriculum frame-
work in the first place? Is
there isa Committee to look
specifically at this matter
and to discuss and comc
up with solutions? Or is
MBOSE only responsible
for registration of students,
scheduling of examinations
and declaration of results?
The National Education
Policy (2020) is in placc and
will be implemented before
the timeline of 2030. How-
ever, Idon't know how much
progress we have made as a
state, in terms o fpreparation
to incorporate this great ref-
ormation in the Educational
System. It is imperative that
the State Board sits, rethinks
and reconstructs its curricu-
lum. It's time to revisit the
VAstiug syllabus and makv
changes to the textbooks so
that our students will well-
equipped when faced with

of
and pursuing higher courses
of studies
Personally. | feci that
while all the issues on edu-
cation in our state are about
mismanagcnent, paucity
of funds, teachers salaries
and job security for teach-
ers etc., no ate talks about
the problems faccd by our
students. Nobody represent
their plight; no one questions
thi* availability nf proper
infrastructure and facilities
for learning o*whether there
even exists a healthy learn-
ing environment (including
academic guidance, even
physical well-being). Finally
it's time to question whether
the stmcturc ofthe MBOSE
curriculum is practicable and
serves its purpose o f benefit-
ting the students.
Yours ctc..
Name withheld on request.
ia email

Turbulence in
the aviation
sector

Editor.

Despite Irdia being the
third-largest and one of the
fastest-growing aviation
markets in thi world, many
airlines have failed in the
country. These airlines either
collapsed or were sold off
due to financial crunch, debt,
and mismanagement. Go
First is the latest victim of
the unforgiving Indian avia-
tion market. Indigent and
cash-etrappad Go First, for-
merly knownas Go Air, had
filed voluntary insolvency
with the National Company
Law Tribunal(NCLT).

affected by the ethnic conflict
is paramount. mass evacua-
tion should not be viewed as
the ideal long-term solution.
Evacuation does notaddress
the root causes o fthe conflict
and docs not inany way pro-
mote reconciliation, instead,
efforts should be focused on
finding peaceful and sus-
tainable solutions, fostering
dialogue, and building trust
that embraces diversity and
resolve conflicts through

The company states that
it was forced to file for vol-
untary insolvency becauscof
“faulty” Pratt and Whitney
engines which then led to the
airlines grounding the major-
ity of their flights. The CEO
said that the insolvency was
to revive the airline and not
to sell it and confirmed that
the owners had no plans to
exit the aviation scctor.

The move forccd the Di-
nvinrate Ci*n<*nl of Civil
Aviation (DGC'A) to issue
a notice which asked the
airline to work on a refund of
rescheduled flights for future
dates. It also said that it is
closely observing the ongo-
ing arbitrations. However,
many flyers complaincd that
they did not receive their
refund or have received only
partial refunds.

Go First's crisis has also
impacted the Indian aviation
industry which is already
battling high demand for pi-
lots. In March, air travel be-
came costlier by upto 12.82
pe as the government raised
caps on domestic airfares.
Now, the shortage of flights
on domestic routes isanother
concern. Hence the question
is, will this airline be able to
recover or lose face in the
Indian Aviation Market.

There might be a glimpse
ofhope forrevival of this air-
line, under the NCLT volun-
tary Solvency Process which
means that the company
has acceptcd its business is
insolvent and the company
cannot repay its debts pres-
ently and requires help to
sort all this matter out, and
thus alsosafeguaid the com-
pany from lessors to repos-
sess their aircraft. And while
insolvency and bankruptcy

peaceful means.

Secondly, now that the
evacuation is complete, it
is a good time to begin dia-
logues and discussions with
all parties involved. Inter-
estingly. on May 12, 2023,
ten Legislative Assembly
members demanded “sepa-
rate administration” for the
Kuki-Zo people in Manipur,
stating that, "as the State of
Manipur has miserably failed
to protect us. we seek of the
Union ofIndiaa SEPARATE.
ADMINISTRATION under
the Constitution of India
and to live pcaccfully as
neighbours with the State of
Manipur”. This declaration is
an outward sign ofthe grow-
ing distrust the tribal people
have in the state's current
leadership. The Chief Min-
ister of the slate is under in-
creasing pressure and might
eventually resign, but the
affected tribals may refuse to
settle for anything less than
a separate administration
considering their growing
discontentment.

Third, if claims about
radical groups such as the
Arambai Tenggol and the
Mcitci Leepun leading the
assault on the Kukis arc
genuine, then they must be
investigated. The validity
of long-standing democratic
institutions can be threatened
by radical organisations. The
climate of instability and
continuing violence they
foster by advocating violence
and rejecting peaceful co-
cxistence makes long-term
peace and harmony elusive

Fourth, mass evacuation
based on cthnic lines is a
manifestation of a severe
breakdown o flaw and order,
quite similar to the partition
of 1947. Therefore, itis im-
perative that both the central
and state governments exert
considerable effort to ad-
dress this issue. The Chief
Minister, instead o fclaiming
that things have gone back
to normal, should take this
matter seriously. Likewise,
because of their preoccupa-
tion with the Karnataka elec-
tion, the central government
has paid little attention to the
problem in Manipur. It's no
wonder that Northeast issues
have always been neglected,
unless they concern China.
Early central intervention
could have helped put the
situation under control, but it
appears that opportunity has
been wasted. Considering
Kuki-Zo's representative’s
open statement calling for a
separate administration and
their general dissatisfaction,
this conflict is likely to drag
on for some time.

(The author is an Assis-
tant Professor. Department
of llnmanities and Social
Sciences al 11T Kanpur)

may sound the same, the)’ arc
not. Insolvency is a financial
state whereas bankruptcy is
a legal declaration.

Go First was granted
bankruptcy protection by
the NCLT. However, this did
not go well with the Global
aviation leasing watchdog.
Aviation Working Group
(AWG) -a non-profit entity
co-chaircd by Airbus and
Boeing, that monitors leas-

ed fin;  mlla'
behalfof plane makers and
lessors, and has put India on
a watchlist with a negative
outlook

The development fol-
lows the National Company
Law Tribunal admitting Go
First's insolvency petition
and granting it a moratorium,
as a result of which lessors
who wanted repossession
oftheir aircraft, can't do the
same. Citing the instance,
AWG hassaid that India has
failed to comply with inter-
national aircraft repossession
norms and this has turned
India's Aviation into a nega-
tive outlook and score which
may in turn cause ripple ef-
fects in the future on other
Indian Carriers bccausc of
the same.

Hence. it is imperative for
the Government to expedite
resolution for the same so
that the "Go First” mayhem
will not affect India's avia-
tion scctor as a whole in the
future.

Yoursetc.,
Chanmiki Laloo,
Shillong- 2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
TheShillong limes
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Value Education as
propounded by Radhon

Sing Berry Kharwanlang
By Bijoya Sawian

As wecommemorate the
120th Death Anniversary of
Babu Jcchon Roy on May 16
wc remember with admira-
tion and respect the contribu-
tion of Radhon Sing Berry
Kharwanlang towards value
education. Radhon Sing
Berry Kharwanlang. Jecbon
Roy’s frend and literary
soul mate, compiled 'Ka
Jingsncng Tymmen® (The
Teachings of Elders), the
Khasi book of moral cthics
and etiquette. It is a literary
mastcrpicce first published
in the Klasi newspaper. U
Khasi Mynta in February
1897. Itcomprisesa hundred
and twelve lines. In March
headded another ninety-two
lines. In December 1901
it was published in book
form by Jechon Roy in the
Ri Khasi Press. The follow-
ing year Part Il was also
published. Book | has forty-
one stan:ras and Book 11,
sixty-eight stanzas. Radhon
Sing wrote it in exquisite
Khasi, two lines consisting
often syllables and perfect
rhyming. The uniqueness of
this work lies in its ageless-
ness and universality for its
foundation is Truth, the es-
sence of all religions. | had
the privilege of translating
itinto Englishand having it
published inthe same pressa
hundred years later in 1997.
Here arc a few stan/as that
encapsulate the Khasi way
of life and living

«All youchildren, nieccs
and nepicw/Learn good
behavior, the best possible*
Your good reputation will
always remainiFrom season
to season as you grow you
will gain/W hcrever you
walk, wherever you go'Bc
modest .be humble, don't let
arrogance show. In the house
vou arc bom these you must
learnHov to sitand how to
standHon'to walk and cross
your feetilow to drink how
to eat/Hew to talk how to
glance/flow to move how
to advancc/How to work
how to labourHow to cope
with the work you shoulder
How to dress now to attire'
How to be modest how to
cover Ho.v your turban you
will wear !low to comb and
make your hairT low to give
how to accept/Llow you will
live and yuur life will direct’
Think ard ponder be not
vain be not proudiat home
orabroad, in or out/Takc not
these wods lightly for they
come from Geid Almighty.

“W hatever you know
whateveryou gain'll is use-
less if n>t by Truth sus-
tained Even if very rich you
become If no one respects
you what use is the pomp?
Even if you arc grandly at*
tircd'It's useless forit’sonly
your shame camouflaged”
You may reach the top, sit
on horse. clephantTf your
reputatior, is sullied what use
is it? /Even if you worship
with folded hands/What use
is it ifyou arc dishonest and
unkind?/Even if you wor-
ship God and him entreat/If
within you goodness is not
rooted dccp’llow long will
you cscaik Ilis wrath His
judgment /Today, tomorrow
you’ll comc to a sad end

«In front of elders any
time any placc Speak with
humility and gracc/VVhen
they enter the room while
you’realone or with friends1
Stand up give your scat,
ne’er feel shame or offence/
In front tifthem in smoking
don’tindulgelitbelittles their
position and dignity very
much/Yon too will yourself
expose and disgrace/Like a
boorish if>start who* knows
not his place.

*When your kith and kin
have trials and tribulations/
Never refuse help and co-
operation Whether they can
repay your kindness or not
/Don't ever confront them,
don’t keep a grudccif they
have a feist go andjoin gra-
ciously If they don't invite
you dosn’i sulk needlessly/
Around food and drink your
life shouldn't revolve/Eai
and drink only to be healthy
and strong

«Always with discretion
talk and act/It's an invest-
ment that remains intact/
Do not overspend and your
earnings deplete In drink
and food loo be discreet/
An extravagant life leads
to penur//Concentrate on
life that is good and true/
Good fortune will always
be with you/Never be tooi
inquisitive and too prying/
Never meddle and be too
interfering/Always keep

your hearts pure as a pearl/
All you budding youth, you
boys and girls.

*Alcohol you shouldn't
too much dcesirc/It has in it
both fire and watcr/Smok-
ing hashish too do not dare
Impoverished you will be,
foryour life you won't carc/
As for opium and other
stronger drugs/They will
shorten your life if in them
you indulge From gambling
too you should stay far/Or
like a bottomless pit it will
you devour/Kcepavvay from
women of bad charactcr/Or
your health and wealth will
disappear.

*Before you dccidc to
woo anyoriC'First find out
what clan she comes from1
Inquire with care in case the
match is taboo Spcak with
respect and regard, all of
you/Never scoffat someone
who's not good to look at/
For .one day, your words
you'll surely regret/You
arc ridiculing and jeering at
God .the Creator’ Who. like
the sun and the moon. He
created with carc/W hatever
they arc wanting in their
physical form'It's not doing
.it's the work of God

W hen you go foran out-
ing or any sport For fishing
or recreation of any sort/
Boys and girls do conduct
yourself wcll/Don't give
people a chance to gossip
and tell/When you all go
somewhere where ciders
aren't prescnt/So you won't
fall into trouble, be wary, be
prudcni/Don'i ever cheapen
your charactcr/Or the world
will malign you and defame
and slander

*A flower that someone
else has wom/Ncver wish
that it should you adonvAnd
once you have worn a partic-
ular flower Other shouldn't
get its fragrance, don't lct
them getnear By this | mean
avoid the act so vilc/Oftry-
ing to seduce someone elsc's
spousc/You'H commit the
sacrilege and unforgivable
sin'That is, to both sexes,
strictly forbidden.

«The first scoop of the
rice pot/Goes to the man
of the house without any
doubt/If the women avail of
this privilege instcad/The
world won't the men respect/
Ladies when you are serv-
ing each day/Till the meal
is overdon't move away/Or
it will be likened to serving
animals/Even if you arc in-
nocent it will rankle

«All superficial pomp
and ostentatioivUndcrmines
Truth and is the root of
destruction’Once your char-
acter is dcstroycd W haicver
you achicve no one will ap-
plaudWell being is assured
if by Truth you abidc/Right
from the beginning to the
end of your life/rriends
acquaintances and all at
home /Do no wrong deeds
wherever you roam Don't
get ensnared by wicked
pcople/Bc alert ,be wary
and set an example So that
you'll always be at one with
God/From now on please
remember my words.

A translation is a pale
imitation of the original.
This could not be tmer than
in this case. | have, endeav-
oured, however, to translate
it as accurately as possible
keeping young readers in
mind without compromising
on the meaning for the sake
of rhyme and meter.

In those days, children
also learnt from folktales
and other fonns of folklore
on endless monsoon days
when the rain would fall
unceasingly and on long
winter evenings around a
blazing fire. The stories
were closely linked to their
mental and physical world
for in those days both the
narrator and the narratives
were hardly exposed to any
outside influences.

Itis heartening to note that
there is a marked revival of
theold concepto fvalue-based
education bccausc there isan
imperative for it. There arc
Vedantaclasses being held for
the young in many towns and
cities in India. In the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills the various
branches of the Seng Khasi
across the hills hold spccial
classes for the young every
Sunday in which Radhon
Sing's Ka Jingsneng Tym-
men is taught, discussed and
explained besides lectures by
elders and prominent mem-
bers o f society.

(The writer is author of
shadow Men among other
hooks)
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Chastening of satraps
THE palpable sense ofchastening on thc part of
West Bengal's chief minister Mamata Banerjce
after the Congress swept thc Karnataka polls is
a pointer to the road ahead for the 2024 General
Elections. Consider thc fact that she was in the
forefront of stonewalling all attempts to craft a
non-BJP opposition alliance in thc 2019 parlia-
mentary polk She put her foot down by saying
she didn't want thc Congress to be a part of it.
This was also because she could not stomach

Rahul Gandhi as the obvious leader of such a
grouping. For her. then. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Rahul Gandhi were all "juniors”
to her in politics. Be that as it may, even as the
BJP and Modi made best use of thc division in

the opposi

on ranks and rode back to power for

a second corsecutive term, Bancijec stood her
ground in her own state and retained power by
taking on Modi and Amit Shah single-handedly.
Yet, there was a noticeable taming in the chief
minister’s aggressiveness in recent times and it
looked as if she was ina mood to mind her own
business rather than attempting to teach a les-
son or two to Modi. In recent weeks, however,
the shuttle diplomacy has been renewed with
Bancijec goingand meeting Bihar’s greying Nit-
ish Kumar, aid Kumar meeting Sonia Gandhi.
Hencc it’s time for a start of the build-up for the

2024 parliament polls.

Many were in a mood to write off Rahul
Gandhi after the establishment went into an

overdrive and unseated him from Parliament in
the follow-up to a controversial local court order
against him in Surat. Significantly, this push
began at the height ofa successful Bharat Jodo
Yatra that Rahul Gandhi conducted, passing
through 12 slates and covering nearly 4.000 km,
and he having received a euphoric welcome in
state after state. Setagainst this, a question was.
could any ofihe regional satraps - pretenders to
the PM throne - have hoped to receivc a mass
support for them beyond their own boundaries.
With this yatra, the relevance of thc Congress
was all too spectaculareven to thc satraps. Now,
reinforcement of this assertion came from thc
Karnataka poll results. The tussle for the CM’s
post there might end soon. If so. and if the
tri-colour party wins at least one or two more
states in this year's upcoming assembly polls,
that should drill fresh sense into the heads ofthc
regional satraps. Banerjce’s offer to accept the
leadership of the Congress for the opposition
alliance, albeit with some “conditions,” isa step

in the right direction.

“lssue of
Father’s
surnames”
Does it require
any debate?

Editor.

Inopening aserious dis-
cussion on this matter. |
would like to point out first
that westernization in any
mannershould be forbidden.
From now onwards. (1) The
name ofany Khasi who can
avail Scheduled Tribe Certif-
icatc should be in traditional
Khasi Name (2)Spelling of
namesand titles should be in
Khasi alphabet' and lastly.
(3) The Khasi children need
to be given the surname of
their mother to strengthen
the matrilineal socicty for
which we arc known.

11 is evident Ihat as per
Sections 3 ant; 12 of the
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Khasi Social Cus-
tom of Lineage act. 1997
saying that only those fol-
lowing the custom of using
their mother's sjimame will
be identified as Khasi. If
we show our disrespect to
our own Social Custom of
Lineage Act, how can wc
cxpect our Governor to give
his assent to the Act formu-
lated by representatives of
our District Councils? 1t
us value the Khasi Social

Custom of Lineage act. 1997
passed by the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil by not debating on thc
Act which is yet to be given
assent to by tltc Governor to
get the recognition by a court
of law. Let us not forget thc
fact that giving the surnames
of the father to our children
isalsoan inclination towards
westernization which is not
supposed to be acceptable
to us.

Again, our great grand
uncles. our great grandfa-
thers have observed that at
the time of birth of a baby,
there is a navel which con-
nects the new bom baby with
thc mother which needs to
be cut of Tafter birth. Due to
this conncction. they have
used their wisdom to accept
and made mandatory that the
Khasi children need to be
given thc surname of their
mother to strengthen our
matrilineal socicty. Till date,
there is no acceptedscicntific
theory saying that giving thc
surnames to children from
the father's side is better than
our matrilineal system. Asof
now. let its accept whatever
we have been practicing for
50 long.

Thanking our concerned
Authority in anticipation for
an expected prompt reac-
tion

Yoursetc.,
Louie Pyngropc
Via email

Karnataka Verdict:
Modi is not invincible

Whatever be thc projec-
tions of the pollsters, ev-
eryone closely watching
the clections in Karnataka
knew pretty well that BJP
was going to be routed. As
expccted. the Congress party
won with acomfortable mar-
gin. BJP-RSS lost control
over Karnataka, thconly BJP
ruled southern state. BJP's
dream of using Karnataka as
the launch pad of llindutva
ideology and politics, and
spreading its tentacles to
other southern states, is now
shattered. The election result
sends a clear message that
Modi's magic is waning, thc
‘double engine sarkar' has
lost its sheen, and defeating
BJPin 2024 general clcctions
is not impossible, provided
the opposition parties conic
together and projcct them-
selves as a reliable altcma-
live.

Harlicr, Karnataka was
viewed as a progressive state
where the people believed in
moderation. It was the state
known for reformers and
noted literary personalities
like Basavanna. Kovempu
R.K. Narayan. U.R. Anan-
thamurthy. ctc. Thanks lo
Mr. Devraj Urs. who served
as Chief Minister from 1972
to SO, Karnataka remains
oneofthc few states in India
which implemented land
reforms that really made an
impact. The capital city of
Bengaluru was then known
as the garden city. When
India went for liberalization,
Bengaluruemerged as thc IT
city, attracting huge foreign
investments. Thousands of
educated youth from differ-
ent parts of India flocked to
Bengaluru in search ofjobs
B d n

By //. Srikanth

BJP leadership indulged in
implementing the Ilindutva
agenda, rousing communal
tensions through propaganda
on issues over Tipu Sultan,
hijab. halaal. religious con-
versions. lovc-jihad, ctc. No
efforts were made to trace
and punish ihe criminals
involved in he killing of
progressive social activ-
ists. like M.M Kalburgi and
Gauri Lankcsh. While PFI
was banned, thc govern-
ment gave a free hand to th
Hindutva fringe elements
to vitiate peacc in the state

In the name jf NEP 2020,
thc government removed
lessons on revolutionary
and reforming leaders, and
added lessons romanticiz-
ing Hindutva icons. Had thc
BJP government succeeded
at the level of governance,
it could have consolidated
the gains of its Hindutva
experiments to some extent,
as in Uttar Pndcsh. But the
government bccame so cor-
rupt and inefficient that the

still works. On the eve of
the clcctions, thc BJP gov-
ernment withdrew thc so-
called reservations for the
Muslims and increased thc
quota for the two power-
ful OBC communities in
the slate. The decision no
doubt hurt the Muslim sen-
timents, but it failed to win
over the targeted Lingayats
and the V'okkaligas. As the
state BJP leaders became
unpopular. BJP relied more
on the national level BJP
leaders, especially on the
charisma of Narendra Modi

Ihe corporate national media
projected Modi's orches-
trated road shows as game
changing. Taking advantage
ofthc Congress's promise of
ban on Bajrang Dal. Modi
invoked Lord Hanuman to
woo the voters. National
media gave such publicity to
his Bajarangi campaign as if
it was going to tilt th elec-
tion results in favor of the
BJP. But thc election result
mocked these media hyped

g
educational centre, attracting
students from all over India.
The f

Contract tion was
compelled to write letters to
Prime Minister Modi against

I-veryday problems like
corruption, infrastructure

the city resulted in different
problems. Karnataka needed
more citics and industries.
Rising prices of fertilizers
affccted the farmers. The
government's withdrawal
has increased the prices or
all essential commodities,
making it difficult for thc
masses. TI>cre was a need for
improving rural and urban
infrastructure.

Over the years. BJP has
been experimenting with
the Hindutva agenda and
was successful in winning
over a section of middle-
class urban Hindu voters.
Although BJPdid not sceure
the required number o fscats
in the assembly, it formed
the government three years
back by engineering defec-
tions. But after forming thc
government, it showed little
interest in addressing thc
growing concerns of the
people. Instead, thc state

Despicable
attitude of DG
Assam Rifles

Ifditor,

Areas around schoolsl
colleges are often places of
hustle and bustle especially
during rush hour. Pedestrians
as well as drivers require to
be mindful and cautious
Vchiclcs need to slow down
and in sonic cases, hit thc
brakes to allow pedestrians
to move safely especially
in areas where there are no
footpaths.

On the morning of May
15 at around 10.15am. as
I was walking opposite St
Anthony's College, a car
from behind drove on thc
wrong side of thc road and
brushed against me from
behind. Fortunately. | was
not injured. Later, with thc
help of my friends. 1 found
out that thc white Scorpio
with the numberplate ML0S
0 9197 belongs to thc DG.
Assam Rifles.

This officer probably
thinks the road belongs to
him. May I remind you Sir
Ihat this is not a battlefield
where such valour of over-
powering pedestrians is ap-
preciated. Not only was he
driving on thc wrong side
of the road but he spared
his honk probably beccausc
he didn't want to startle thc

the state . Modi,
whopromised "Na khaunga,
Na khancdhoonga (Neither
will 1 take nor will I allow
others to take bribes) slept
over the complaints.

In norma conditions,
when it is centident about
its victory. BJP talks of 'Vi-
Kas'. meaning development
But in Karnataka. BJP virtu-
ally had littl; to boast on
the performance of its own
government. I:could not talk
against corruption, as itsown
leaders and tie government
faced corruption charges.
BJP wanted tc neutralize thc
people’s discontent by put-
ting up new candidates, but
this model, which worked in
Gujarat, failed miserably in
Karnataka. S)mc powerful
BJP leaders whowere denied
tickcts fumed and joined the
Congress party. BJP was
good at rousing communal
issues nut it wasn't  sure
if the Hindu-Muslim card

pedestrians!!

There’s not much point
dwelling on his since such
despicablc attitude will con-
tinue in the future but 1. as
a pedestrian would like to
request the government to
construct more footpaths
especially along thc stretch
from AG’s office to 1GP
point. Since that road hap-
pens to be a one-way traffic
zone, drivers compete to win
the Grand Prix!!

Further, the height o f the
footpath alonj St. Anthony's
College up tothcGurudwara
is very high, thereby pre-
venting pedestrians to use
it. Besides, there's minimal
space to walkon the footpath
as thc hawkers and their
customers take up all the
spacc. Since <»cgovernment
is currently repairing thc
footpaths around the city. |
hope it would take up this is-
sue to preventany untoward
incidents in tic future

Yoursetc.,
D Lyngdoh
Shillong- 3

Congress’
victory should
ensure a better

tomorrow

Editor,

Life is nc*cr a bed of ros.
es; uncertainty brings forth

in the cities, the
increasing costs of fertil-
izers, rising prices, growing
unemployment problem, etc.,
mattered more to thc people
than issues likcTippu Sultan.
Muslim reservations and
Majrangi. Caste is no doubt
a factor, but class issues also
beeame equally important to
the voters. Congress party
leaders understood thc peo-
ple’s concerns and focused
on local issues in thc state.
Both national and state lead-
ers of Congress took a stra-
tegic decision to focus their
campaign on local issues
Its projection o f*40 percent
commission *sarkara* caught
the imagination o fthe voters.
Its electoral promises for
women, unemployed youth
and BPL families also found
resonance with voters. Unlike
BJP. which tried to showcase
only Modi, both national and
state leaders displayed unity
and worked together to reach

what one hardly thought
of. The overconfident BJP
lost the present election in
Karnataka. Thiswas not sur-
prising. The BJP had pleased
some while offending many
others during its term in of-
fice. Hope this victory o fthe
Congress party brings about
more positive changcs in the
country.

Yes. soon after the an-
nouncement of the stunning
victory of the grand old
pariy. people were seen in
a triumphant mood across
Karnataka They wereecstat-
ic and dancing, shouting, and
checring. It is how people
celcbrate the victory. How-
ever, outside a vote counting
centre in Tilakvadi, Bcla-
gaviof Karnataka groups of
people from the crowd were
shouting - Pakistan Zinda-
bad. Pakistan Zindabad with
full gusio. I'am doubtful if
this is a good indication. A
good omen should not turn
into a bad omen.

It may be mentioned
that during Rahul Gandhi's
“Bharat Jodo Yatra" several
anti-national shouts were
heard. I don't think such a
serious instance should sink
into oblivion. Thc easy-
going and complacency
could prove detrimental
later. Moreover, Pakistan
has never been India's well-
wisher. With impunity for

out to the people. While
the leading national media
remained biased towards
BJP. social media channels
helped the Congress party
to reach out to the elector-
ate. Different radical NGOs
and civil socicty groups
went to villages and slums
to campaign against the BJP
government. They formed
voluntary forums such as
‘Fddclu Karnataka' (Wake
Up Karnataka) and reached
out to thc masses through
street comer meetings, cul-
tural activities, social media
posts, and handouts. Many
progressive indiv iduals jour-
nalists. and left groups who
understood the significance
ofthc assembly clcctions for
the future of India, came to
Karnataka and campaigned
and played their part in ex-
posing the political regime.
All these developments and
efforts have influenced thc
minds of the voters, leading
to thc massive victory of
Congress in thc assembly
clections.

The Karnataka verdict
has shown that it is possible
to defeat BJP politically
and ideologically. Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra
played a role in setting thc
background for thc people
ofKarnataka to think beyond
communal issues and focus
on real issues of concern
Rahul Gandhi played a role
in inspiring the state leaders
to forget theirdiftercnces and
light together in the elections.
The prospects of Congress
would be better even in other
states ifthe local leaders can
work together, burying their
differences and personal as-
pirations. 1f Congress could
win in Madhya Pradesh
Tclangana and retain its hold
over Rajasthan, it would be
in a bargaining position at
the national level to influence
other opposition parties.

The assembly clections in
Karnataka show that it is not
necessary foropposition par-
ties to take to sofl llindutva
to fight thc BJP. It is pos-
sible to cducatc and organize
people around real issues
confronting thc masses. If
there is a definite and reliable
alternative, it need not be
only tl)c Congress party, vot-
ersdon’t hesitate in exercis-
ing thc option. Ifthc opposi-
tion parties and civil socicty
organizations could build an
alternative political culture,
they can wean away thc
people from thc communal
llindutva agenda. BJP may
be rich and have thc RSS’s
blessings and the corporate
classes, still, it is possible to
contain the Modi juggernaut
in most other Indian states,
and even pose a challenge
to the saffron establishment
in 2024.

several decades. Pakistan has
been supporting and instigat-
ing diabolical forces with
arms to creatc instability
and disturb communal har-
mony in the Indian territory
One conspicuous example is
Kashmir

Wec must learn from the
bitter experiences and "in-
numerable” bloodbaths the
nation has previously en-
dured. Of coursc, we can
love ourenemiesand extend
our hands for better rela-
tions, but we cannot "trust”
them. Hence. the citizens of
the country expressing extra
love for an enemy country
might end up in disaster.
One hopes that the"Bharat
Jodo Yatra” will notend in
“Bharat todo yatra”. With
honest efforts and every-
one's cooperation, the market
of hatred must be closed
and stores of love must be
opened. No matter what, thc
integrity and sovereignty
of the nation should not be
shaken.

Yours etc..
salil Gewali.
shillong
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Bob’s Banter
Handling
Disagreement
Skilfully..!

By Robert Clements

The incident 1’'m going
to relate, actually happened,
and left mca little concerned
with those who wield au-
thority ane get furious with
views thai counter theirs
A teenage girl saw that her
priest had done something
to her father which bothered
her. She was thc niccc of
the priest, and her father th
brother

She had been in Amcrica
when the mother o f both the
priest and Iter father passed
away, also in Amcrica. Hie
priest, whc was the younger
son. rushed to Amcrica to
conduct th funeral, whereas
her father who was not in
the best of circumstances
financially couldn't go.

The priest, after the fu-
neral, returned to India, but
did not bother going across
to sec his elder brother to
tell him about the funeral
o in what circumstances
their mother had passed
away. He tiid not even try to
spend time with his brother.
His daughter, who knew her
father was alone and griev-
ing, wrote to her uncle thc
priest and told him that she
his favourite niccc was hurt
that he couldn't go across to
his brother and spend time
with him. "My father, your
brother, isalone and griev-
ing!" she wrote. “Unelc
why don’tyoujust go across
and spend an evening with
him?"

There was an instant up-
heaval: The priest, instead of
heeding his niece's request,
emailed her back. "How dare
you write tfiis to me?"

What he was trying to
establish was Ihat he was a
priest, and she a mere girl,
and Ihatsh; did not have the
right to express her views
to him.

Hearing about this epi-

“He is slighting me!”
whimpers thc so-called
strong man to himself, most
probably being reminded of
incidents in his past, most
probably childhood, when
he or she was ridiculed for
something they expressed
or did

The day they comec outof
thatinsecure feeling, the day.
he or she is willing to just
listen and agree or disagree
later, is able to use debate to
tty and convincc opponents,
then That man or woman is
on his or her way towards
becoming a strong leader.

A strong leader will al-
low people thc freedom
to disagree, lie will try to
understand what is being
said, and if not agreeing
patiently explain his own
plan in plainer terms, or start
agreeing to what has been
suggested.

A weak leader clamps
down on those who disagree
with him. They arc so inse-
cure. that any dissent about
his views is taken as an af-
front. Most probably he was
the little boy. who ran home
crying, “Mummy thctcachcr
doesn’t like me!”

“"Why son?"

“She said my answer was
wrong!”

Awise parent would have
shown the child right there
what the diffcrence was
in being liked, and being
agreed to. "It's not that thc
tcacher doesn't like you
but the tcacher didn’t think
your answer was thc correct
one son!™*

We need to learn to accept
the views of others. To find
out how the greatest nation
in thc world reached that
high pinnacic, one has only
got to open one’s books of
history and see debates, say
those between Douglas and

A businessman who has come up
by his britches, mayfeel that hanl work
isthe only way to success and looks down
on handouts andfreebies, whereas someone
who was helped with a scholarship or
financial grant, willmostprobably have a
compassionate heart to help the lessfortunate
as he was helped.

sode saddened me. bccausc
after that, th girt was not
only disenchanted with her
uncle, bui also with the
church, for having leaders
with such small egos!

I've realized ever sincc
that the greatest gift a leader
can gift himself or herself,
is to present oneself with a
team who have thc freedom
to disagree with the leader.

“Sir. | don't agree with
your views!" is a state-
ment one should wclcome
in a meeting, whether it's
government, corporate or
religious. Because that dis-
agreemen* is founded on
a thought that has already
been expressed by the leader,
which means that the new
thought or disagreement
has started moving forward,
and whatever contcs out of
that debate which follows,
will be a deeper, wider and
broader viewpoint, than
originally expressed.

If there arc ten people
at th nice ing. it is thc col-
lective int;lligence of ten,
instead o fjust one.

History books will tell
you without hesitation that
such combined thinking has
always moved thc world
forward

Rulers of yore whose
advisors were ‘yes men'
soon found themselves on
the streets or undera hang-
man’s noose. At some stage
the "yes tven' realized Ihat
the only way to keep their
heads from being dismem-
bered was o cackle, ‘yes' to
everything the leader said.

A mistacc we often make
is to thin< a strong man
is strong bccausc he takes
no advice but his own. On
the contrary, that is a weak
person. His insecurity makes
him feel that any contradic-
tion to his ticw.i is a personal
affront.

Lincoln that fashioned great
thought.

To understand this even
further, one has to accept
that cach of us is blessed by
our creator with different
gifts that mould our belief
systems. A businessman who
has comc up by his britches,
may feel that hard work is
thc only way to success and
looks down on handouts
and freebies, whereassome-
one who was helped with
a scholarship or financial
grant, will most probably
have a compassionate heart
to help the less fortunate as
he was helped.

These two minds will
collectively shape an idea
that can better socicty. And
ifit’sten minds; more ideas
and a better design. All this
comcs through argument,
debate and convincing

But when a company or
country starts curbing thc
freedom to disagree, then
comes a quick and steady
decline of Ihat body.

“Sir. | don’t agree with
your views!"

“Come to Delhi, sit with
me. and let us listen to one
another!”

That is the only way for-
ward. Any other route spells
disaster, as wc arc slowly-
seeing! First let's start with
press conferences where one
learns to handle reporters
and journalisLs with paticnce
and understanding, and then
one can Icam to handle other
views that will contribute in
moving our nation forward!

Wec don't want other
cases like the priest and the
teenager, do wc?

The Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details send a thumbs-
up to him on WhatsApp no:
9892572883.

bobsbaiiteil@ifsmail.com
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Meghalaya’s grim power scenario
NEWS that the Jmiam Lake has dipped to its lowest
ever and with the rains playing truant. Meghalaya
is heading towards a power crisis of unprecedented
proportions. Only Ri Bhoi district seems to be fa-
voured by very few hours or no power cuts at all
because the steel and other factories arc loeated at
Byrnihat and these draw the maximum power even
while they also default on payment of power bills.
But that aside there istoday adire need for the state
to think ofother power sources and not be too reliant
on hydcl power. Run of the river projects and dams
arc both dependent on the monsoons. This year April
saw very little rains. llalfof May has passed with the
showers crossing over large tracts of Meghalaya and
shedding their moisture elsewhere. In this situation
is it not time fcr Meghalaya to think of alternative
energy sources and look at examples within the

region and outside?

As far back as 2016 the ONGC had set up a
726.3MW conbined-cycle gas turbine power
(CCGT) plant inthe Palatana village ofthe Udaipur
District in Tripura. The first 363.3MW unit of the
CCGT plant wasdedicated to the nation inJune 2013
and the second unit was commissioned in November
2014. On May |. this year the Tripura government
announced that itwould set up a 120 MW Combined
Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) funded by the Asian
Development Bank. The gas-based thermal power
project in Rokhia under Scpahijala district would be
upgraded from 63MW to 120 MWundcr “Capacity
Augmentation,” system. The initial cost ofthe proj-
ect was Rs 720 crore which has now increased to Rs
840 crore. The ADB would provide funding in an
80:20 ratio while the state and central government
would also contribute to the project. This is called

planning ahead

It is time for Meghalaya to think along the same
lines and to tap other energy sources including
gas-based sources. Meghalaya has huge resources
of coal which could also form the base for thermal
power plants. Inthe 1980’ the Nangalbibra project
was supposed t>be a thermal power plant but was
abandoned due to faulty planning then and poor con-
nectivity. Now the Garo Hills are better connected
and thermal power plants would help augment the
power requirements of Meghalaya. Power fticls all
industries big and small and the power disruption
these past months has also caused undue losses to
young and established entrepreneurs who have had
to invest in diesel run generators and buy diesel on
adaily basis. This is bound to impact negatively on
their businesses. The Meghalaya Government can
no longer rely on hydcl projects. It has to invest in
alternative power sources and what better than gas

and thermal based power.

Need to update
our social
norms

Editor.

The article "Value Edu-
cation as propounded by
Radhon Sing Berry Khar-
wanlang" by Bijoya Sawian
thatappeared in tix* Shillong
Timeson May 16 2023 is a
timely reminderofthe values
and etiquette that arc cher-
ished by the Khasitribe. The
article is about th; book Ki
Jingsneng Tymm;n. which
is written in poctic form
Much of this book, seem-
ingly forchildren and youth,
contains enduring wisdom
and counsel

Butsome ofitis woeful-
ly out ofdate and cringingly
outofsync with social norms
that arc now urivcrsally
accepied. Two examples of
archaic mindsets that appear
prominently in the book is
the attitude to women and to
persons with disability. Such
prejudices militaic against
an equitable and inclusive
society.

Listen to this verse that
is harsh and cruel to persons
with disabilities, "When you
are pregnant, it isa law, not
to look at those who have a
flaw, or the unbon’ child will
surely be affected The per-
sonality of the person will,
on the baby, be reflected”
(Verse 31 Part 11} Accord-
ing to the book, handicapped

persons must be excluded
from religious rites and gov-
emment.

Several passages are se-
verely misogynistic. Verse 8
of Part Il says. "Listen chil-
dren. let me now relate, who
to avoid, for one’s welfare,
one'sadvantage... Awoman
who does not have a femi-
nine mien...Widows who no
children have borne...Those
unfortunate ones who arc
childlcss and barren, they're
also unfitting e'en if they’re
virgins." This particular
passage condemns certain
women to discrimination
and victimization. How is it
their fault if they don't look
womanly or cannot bear
children? The closing lines
of this passage states a fur-
ther unjust punishment, that
such women “must never be
present in religious matters
and administration”

Verse 42 says, "Don't
give a woman too much
freedom...Her womanly
grace will degeneratc...Shc
won't realise what is wrong,
what is right..Don't give
her too much liberty, for she
may lose her dignity.” How

A USS 10 billion
economy gimmick

Meghalaya CM Conrad
Sangma is good at market-
ing. That is alright if the
marketing pitch is backed
by proper infrastructure (like
regular supply o felectricity).
Apparently, he is learning
from his bosses in the NDA
that the public is a mob who
iseasily swayed by anything
said by the powers that be
Going by the current state of
infrastructure, the USS 10
billion gross state domestic
product (GSDP) is nothing
buta gimmick. Forexample,
how would the income in-
crease if the economy comes
toa standstill during the peak
hours ofbusiness because of
load shedding? Plus, there
isno need to feel so Ameri-
canised about the figure as it
simply means that the GSDP
ofMeghalaya will double to
Rs. 81750 crorcs by 2028,
There arc many who are
carried away by the 'USS 10
billion" as if it is something
great and that Meghalaya
will suddenly turn into a
developed economy. Wake
up and smell the coffee. Re-
search in development stud-
ies has underlined a number
of determinants critical for
GDPgrowth. Toname a few
they include capital invest-
ment. human capital, infra-
structure. natural resources,
health and education, growth
friendly regulation, politics
and governance, ctc. These
are to function in tandem
for any economy to grow
and develop. If we look at
the developed economies
of today, we will mostly see
a synergy of the determi-
nants. The driving force of

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

Meghalaya's USS 10 billion
economy is capital. Where
will the money come from?
It is no surprise that CM
Conrad Sangma has ap-
proached and is planning to
further approach the centrc
for more centrally sponsored
schemes. The gimmick is
at the mercy of the central
government. While capital
investment is the key. other
arcas of natural resources,
education and governance
arc equally important. Tour-
ism (contrib.iting around

7% to the GSDP) is now
seen as the driver o f growth.
As tourism in Meghalaya is
nature-based, the manner in
which the resources arc dc-
strutted raises questions on
how much and for how long
it can continue to contribute
towards growlh. The natural
resources arc not being used

their has been
an cfficicnt and effective
human resource which is
empowered through proper
health and education. The
education is contemporary to
the times and supported with
an infrastructural ecosystem
which nurtures growth. The
development regulations arc
progressive on the back ofa
stable and visionary govern-
ment. If the determinants
are in placc then growth
would be automatic. Instead
of focussing on the USS 10
billion it would be better to
startby assessing the ground
realities. Stop the vicious
cycle of taking new loans to
service the old ones. Invest
the new loans on building
infrastructure like roads and
bridges and not on vanities
such as festivals. For ex-
ample. ifa loan is used to
build infrastnrcturc then the
benefit would be long-term,
but, if it is used in festi-
vals, etc the result would be
over-heating o fthe economy
(hyper-inflation)

The biggest limitation to

tion. Surely, we mustengage

with and change some of the

traditional mindsets for the
good ofoursocicty.

Yours etc.,

KL Lyngdoh.

Via email

Salt of the
Earth

Editor.

Indian Railways arc the
“Lifeline of the Nation.”
It is fair to say that River
Uniiani and its Dam arc the
“Life of Meghalaya.” Dams
play an extremely impor-
tant role in flood control,
power/water supply. Dams
generally were built to store
and provide water for me-
chanical power generation
(e.g.. waterwhcels. industrial
cooling, hydroelectric power
generation, agricultural ir-
rigation, municipal water
supplies and impoundment-
based recreation like boat-
ing and fishing). However,
they also pose significant
threats to the downstream
areas and damages include
the replacement costs of
i ial, and

comec such are
not applied to men. Such
thoughts are unacceptable
and must not be passed on
to children. By the way,
certainkindsofmen arcalso
condemned, including men
without moustachcs!

Such prohibitions arc
hard to accept, and arc often
passed on to the nextgenera-

industrial property as well as
infrastructure such as road,
bridges, and utility lines
They also pose a huge threat
to the economy. Despite the
increasing safety of dams
resulting from the improved
engineering knowledge and
better construction quality,
a full non-risk guarantee is

and
For example, the possible
income from a river/water
fall can be much more than
mere entry and parking fees.

Lastly, if governance in Me-
ghalaya is to go as stated
by Deputy CM Presume
Tynsong that schemes will be
only for the ones who voted
for the N PP then the gimmick
is notonly unsustainable but
also feudalistic.

One of the drivers of
growth is transportation
If we turn to Roman Em-
pire. industrial revolution
in UK (late IXth century)
and industrial revolution in
USA (mid 19th century),
transportation played a criti-

cal role in the growth of
economies. The ability to
transfer goods at chcap rates
wasa key to progress in trade
and commerce. In industrial
revolution, the railways en-
sured supply of goods across
the countries at economical
rates. This stimulated en-
trepreneurship. It improved
standard of living and this
culminated into growth. The
developed economies of
today arc primarily so due
to transportation. In Mcgha-

“As tourism in Meghalaya is nature-based,
the manner in which the resources are de-
strueted raises questions on how much andfor
how long itcan continue to contribute towards
growth. The natural resources are not being
used effectively and sustainably.”

The resultisunder utilization
of potential with extensive
destruction of environment,
Education i? critical for
growth as oncc the peoplearc
educated the interface with
the government improves.
The people become more
knowledgeable and aware
of the policies and schemes.
Forexample, it is found that
the educated lot in the vil-
lages feel more empowered
to visit the block offices for
schemes. This is required
to happen on a larger scale

not possible, and accidents
may occur owing to natural
hazard or human actions.
Even young;r or modern
dams can lead to disaster
Recovery cos.swill be huge,
considering he impact on
housing, infrastructure, utili-
ties. health, environment,
and cultural heritage. Les-
sons should be learned from
previous dam failures and
their aftermath.

Ageing dams have vari-
ous structural and hydro-
logical dcflcicncics: their
strengths do not remain the
same or strong enough, es-
pecially. wlicn an earth-
quake of high magnitude
occurs. Loss of lives cannot
be compensated. It is also
not right to make a blanket
statement saying all dams
have outlived their purpose
Assessments should be made
by reviewing Jams that have
reached 50-60 years of age.
Therefore, tix* Dam Safety
Act 2021 is a welcome step
in this direction. Itisalso fair
to say that "soil and waterarc
the lifcofthecanh.” and we

humans arc. "the salt of the
earth.'*

Yours etc..

D Pakyntcin,

shillong-4

Of prejudiced
views
Editor.

I have fer long been a
readerofThe Shillong Times

laya. it is a resounding no
to railways. Is itsimply due
to the concems over influx,
or is ita case of some busi-
ness houses in Shillong not
wanting railwaysas it would
then hit their returns hard?
Itis difficult to imagine that
the state government is not

isnot pushed at all. whereas,
coal mining which would
benefit a few and at the cost
ofthe environmentand may-
be more lives is hurriedly
pushed along to completion.
It is apparent that MDA 2.0
is only interested in achiev-
ing USS 10 billion goal
How would it be achieved,
would it be holistic, what
would its impacts be, etc
are not subjcct-matters of
consideration.

There is inequality in Me-
ghalaya which has stemmed
from inequity. With 40% of
the population being below
the poverty line, a strategy
is needed on how this dou-
bling of GSDP would carry
all in its fold. Asof today it
can be argued that it would
include and benefit only a
few. With big business peo-
ple and politicians owning
and controlling majority of
the capital/resources, plus a
government which is bent on
benefiting only those who are
in their good books, schemes
only for those who voted for
them, ctc this USS 10 billion
gimmick might turn out as a
disaster for the majority.

The way forward is to
conduct a proper base-line
assessment to understand
the demographics and so-
cio-economic status of the
people. This is to be tagged
with goals o f sustaining and
reclaiming the environmen-
tal resources. Stan from the
bottom-up. The top-downap-
proach o fpolicy making does
notwork. Make policies and
schemes by interaction with
all the grassroots stakehold-
ers. They arc the ones who
can really give correct and
tangible inputs on how a
policy might be shaped. Then
we may have a practical,
workable and people friendly
policy. Then only there would
be equity whereby those who
need more help will get more
assistance and vice versa,
Meghalaya development has
to move from equal distribu-
tion of benefits to equitable
distribution. For example,
schemes with subsidy may
be designed in such a way
that the really poor may be
entitled to a greater share of
subsidy. Have more ofan af-
firmative action in the entire
process.

In the end. the talk so
far by the government is
only on economic growth,
but. growth is not devel-
opment. Development is
holistic ing so-

aware of this dy ics! On
the other hand, coal mining
(so called scientific) ison the
verge of resumption. This
is nothing but hypocrisy.
An intervention that would
benefit the many (railways)

and my interest has been
the letters published there
because they reflect the di-
verseviewsofa cross section
of the Shillong populace
One person who expresses
his views regularly is Salil
Gewali. For a while now
1 have noticed his rightist
leanings but this came to
the fore when he penned the
letter praising the film The
Kerala Story directed by
Sudipto Sen and produced
by Vipul Amrotlal Shah. He
even warned people that they
might get wooed by some
Muslims in what is called
the “Love Jihad." The bluff
of the director and producer
has been callcd out by people
who asked them where they
got the data from on the
number o fyoung girls lured
into the lovejihad trap. The
director and producer gave
wishy washy answers. In
the film they claim that over
3000 girls have fallen into
the trap of Muslim men
who forcibly marry them to
pollute the Hindu bloodline.
Those who know say that
there are just about three
girls who might have been
lured into the love jihad
angle. The director and pro-
ducer and now mum and re-
fuse to answer queries. This
film tries tomimic the Vivek
Agnihotri blockbuster "The
Kashmir Files” but did not
succeed becausc everyone
has seen through the ruse.
Oon May 17. Gewali
wrote another letter whose

cial, cultural, empower-
ment, etc aspects. MDA
2.0 is silent on this front.

(The writer /caches al
NEHU; Email » benjamin@
nehu.ac.in)

caption "Congress victory
should ensure a better to-
morrow." At first glance one
thought that Gewali was ac-
tually lauding the Congress
for their resounding victory
in Karnataka. But that was
not to be. Iam not sure what
sources Gewali used but he
says that after the Congress
won the elections there were
shouts o f Pakistan Zindabad.
How does Gcwali know
that these shouts were not
orchestrated by rivals of
the Congress who found
the bitter pill of losing the
Karnataka polls too hard to
swallow.

Onedoes notexpect such
prejudiced views which are
steeped in right wing ideol-
ogy from someone who
claims to be an intellectual
and whose book isostensibly
prescribed in some foreign
university and who above
all identifies himself as a
member of an International
Human Rights Organisa-
tion. How does anyone who
claims to be a human rights
activist be so ideologically
wedded to the BIP ideology?
I needed to call out this hy-
pocrisy hence this letter.

Yours etc.,
Eugenia Kharkongor,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not (hat of
TheShillong Times

(SI1X)

Karnataka: A
thumping victory
and some concerns

By Ajit Ranade

Itisa record broken after
thirty-four years. Both in
terms of numbers of seats
and vote share, the Congress
Party’s victory in the elec-
tions to the State Assembly
of Karnataka is the highest
ithas been in the past thirty-
four years. It is a decisive
and sweeping mandate, with
a record voter turnout o f 72
percent. There will be end-
less analyses of the factors
and playerswho contributed
to this thumping victory
Was it a severe case o f anti-
incumbciicy? Karnataka has
never returned an incumbent
back to power sincc 1985
Was it because of disgust
against the corruption cap-
tured by the phrase. "40
percent commission"? Was
it because of an excessive
focus on issues touching
religious fault lines? W'as
it voter fatigue with hale
spceeh? These are all nega-
tive motivator factors.

What ibout the positive
motivators that led to this
victory? Was it the five-
guarantees that the Con-
gress manifesto mentioned?
These were about free pow-
er, guaranteed minimum
income, free food and free
bus passes, and unemploy-
ment insurance. Some of
these promises sound like
freebies and some like social
protcctioa.

The latter is needed, and
the former is troublesome.
In the enc, this debate about
causative factors will never
be conclusive. All factors
surely mattered to some
extent. And the voters as
always are influenced more
by emotive factors than
rational. <conomic or objec-
tive factors. This is a feature
of all political elections in
India.

But there is one aspect of
the outcome which should
worry usall. It is about the
rise of criminal elements.
If anything, it calls for an
urgent need for reforms
which can cleanse the elec-
toral process. The share of
winning candidates who
have pending criminal cases
has jumped sharply from
35 percent in 2018 to 55
percent. The rising share
cuts across political parties.
O f these 55 percent newly
elccted legislators, even
if one lo:>ks at those with
only serious criminal cases,
the trend is alarming. That
share of winning candidates
has gone up from 24 to 32
percent. The serious cases
are those related to murder,
assault, kidnap and rape or
economic offences. These
arc non-bailable offenccs,
which atiract a maximum
punishment of 5 years or
more.

The law isclearabout the
definitionofwhat constitutes
a “crimc”. The-ic arc not
merely the filing of a com-
plaint. ora First Information
Report (FIR) with the police.
The criminal cases are the
outcome of a competent
magistrate applying his or
her judicial mind, and then
framing charges. O f course,
a person is innocent until
proven guilty. Only convict-
ed persors arc barred from
contesting elections. And
that too if the conviction is
not under appeal ina higher
court. Pending cases can go
on foryc;rs and years in the
appeal proccss.

Hence the electoral law
as it stands has failed to
keep criminal elements out
ofour State legislatures and
parliament. Prime Minister
Modi in his maiden speech
in the Rajya Sabha in June
2014 had expressed great
anguish about this issue. He
had said that cleansing the
polity ofcriminal elements
would be a top priority and
asked thecourts to fast track
these part cular cases. But no
new law las been passed for
disqualification. The issue
of disqualifying candidates

with criminal backgrounds
has beendiscusscd for more
than three dccadcs. The 170
th reportof the fifteenth law
commission under Justicc
Jecvan Reddy in 1999 had
submitted reforms to dis-
qualify candidates.

The 244 th report of the
twentieth law commission
under Justice A P Shah had
very detailed proposals for
disqualifying criminal can-
didates. This report was
submitted in February 2014,
Much earlier, a committee
ledby Home Secretary N. N.
Vohra had submitted a report
on the criminalisation of
polities in October 1993. Itis
thus clear that at least since
the early 1990*s the issue of
a criminal taint to politics
has been of great concern to
everyone. And yet the share
ofthose with criminal back-
grounds keeps rising.

This is a phenomenon
seen in Parliamentas well as
the State legislatures. There
is no use saying that the
people keep electing those
with criminal backgrounds,
so what can we do. Last
month a gangster turned
politician and his brother
were shotdead by vigilantes
while in police custody, and
before television camcras
that recorded the killings.
That was wrong. Extrajudi-
cial killings and vigilantism
need to be condemned. But
it is also a matter of con-
cern that the person was a
member of parliament oncc
and had been clccted to the
UP assembly a total of five
times.

The problem of cleans-
ing politics has a supply
side and a demand side.
Thelattcr aspect means that
voters need to choose clean
candidates. Demand for
tainted politicians should
decrease. Voters should
firmly reject anyone with a
criminal background. How-
ever, there is also a supply
problem. Voters often don't
haveany "clean” choices on
the ballot list. What ifall the
candidates contesting from
a constituency are tainted?
Here comes the supply side
solution. Wec need to puta
bar on criminal candidates
from contesting elections.
The right to contest is not
a fundamental right as per
the constitution. And if the
concern is that the cases
against them are false eases,
then their names should
be clcared by the courts.
Politicians complain about
the politics of vendetta,
where ruling parties slap
false cases against opposi-
tion members.

The Justice Shah commit-
tee has specified safeguards
against such a possibility in
their reform recommenda-
tions 0f 2014. Itis time that
voters must insist that the
mere disclosure of criminal
cases is not enough. Wc
need to move from disclo-
sure to disqualification. The
disclosure (via sclf-swom
affidavits) law came in 2003,
More than twenty years
have passed but the share of
criminal elements is rising
relentlessly. It is time we
passed a strict law, as per
the recommendation of the
Law Commission’s report
of 2014, to debar criminal
candidates from contesting

There arc other electoral
reforms needed too. relating
to transparency in political
financing, in engendering
inner party democracy and
also subjecting political par-
ties to the Right to Informa-
tion law. But surely the most
urgent need is to bar. at least
those with serious criminal
eases against them, from
getting a ticket. Surely a na-
tion of 1.3billion can find a
few thousand clean and non-
criminal legislators.

(Dr. Ajit Ranade is a
noted economist) (Syndi-
cate: The Billion Press)
(email:editor@ thebillion-
press.org}
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Cornering of Imran
PAKISTAN appears to be at the edge of a
precipice. The political and military brass arc
targeting fonner Prime Minister Imran Khan
who has been out ofoffice sincc April last year.
He’s fearing notjust his arrest but also liquida-
tion as had often happened to former rulers there
at the hands of the military or other stakehold-
ers. The police having surrounded his home
in Lahore, Khan spoke of the emergence of a
situation sim.lar to the East Pakistan upheaval of
the 1970s leading up to the division of Pakistan
and creation of Bangladesh. Almost the entire
leadership ofhis Tchreck-c-Insafparty has been
put under arrest as also thousands o f his activists
after last week’s protests followed by Khan’s
dramatic arrest in a corruption case -- and his
subsequent release by the Supreme Court. Khan
fears his party itself might be banned on the
grounds of violence against the army, at the
precise time when his popularity graph is at a
high. While the establishment’s stated aim is
to fix men who had attacked the army in street
violence last week, it would appear that this is
part of a larger conspiracy.

The streei violence in Pakistan happened
alongside the ongoing massive rebellions in
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by
separatist groups set against the Pakistani es-
tablishment. The Sindh and Punjab province,
the base of Pakistan's traditional ruling/political
class, is the only region where the situation had
remained under control. Prime Minister Mian

Shahbaz Shari

and the Nawaz Sharif family

are at the receiving end of the people’s anger
over the worsening economic situation and
resultant woes in their lives. An IMF bailout is
the only hope for the nation embedded ina deep
economic crisis. Amid all these crises. Pakistani
elections might notoccur in the near future also
as Khan’s popularity was at 61 per cent against
Nawaz Sharifs and foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Sardjri’s 36 per cent.

Corruption in the Pakistani army is legion
over the past many years. It is no secret that
the loot by the Pakistani generals as also top
politicians arc parked in tax havens abroad and
in investment in the UAE. The Surgical Strike
and the I-cbruary 2019 Balakot bombing by
the Indian military - in retaliation to the terror
activities by Pakistani agents and the Pulwama
attack on CRPF convoy in Kashmir - shamed
the Pakistani Army’s lop brass. To rebuild their
stature, the generals there arc now playing the
Islamic card and seeking to take on Imran Khan
by stressing that any attack on the military is
tantamount toan attack on the Islamic traditions

of the country.

.VIDA Gouvt,
don’t take
the public for
granted

IUlitor.

The defeat of the NPP
candidate in thercccnt elec-
tion in Sohiong constituency
is unprecedented because it
not often than the candidate
of the ruling party in a ma-
jority loses in a deferred or
by-election. Tie NPP has
used all its might and tricks-
comedy. intimidation, etc.
but failed. The message is
clear. NPP combined with
poorquality o fits candidates
docs notenjoy th: confidence
of the majority of people,
certainty not in Khasi Hills.
Their leaders have displayed
over-contidencc and used the
tone of intimidation during
their election campaign in
the entire and

the Cabinet has discussed
the Roster System on the
May 17 and will be discuss-
ing it again in the All-Party
Meeting slated for the May
19, thecrisis is far from over.
The movement against the
retrospective implementa-
tion o fthe Roster System and
for the review of the State
Reservation Policy of 1972,
led by VPP is gaining mo-
mentum. 1 do hope that the
government will take timely
and appropriate decision and
not wait for the movement to
take on epic proportions and
blow into a full scale public
anger, pailicularly in Khasi
and Jaintia Hillsand Ri-Bhoi
areas as it is going to be
detrimental to the peace and
tranquility in the State.

The Roster System is
not rocket science and can
be made comprehensible in
tabular form. Starting from
May 26. 2022. the day the
Roster System was notified

people taught them a befit-
ting lesson. Public wisdom
cannot be taken for granted
and when public decides, all
calculations of he political
parties will fail. It is indeed
a warning sign for MDA-2
government led by NPP not
to take the public for a ride.
A ease in point is also the
inordinate delay in the dis-
cussion on roster system and
the review of th; State Res-
ervation Policy asdemanded
by Voicc of the People Party
(VPP) and others. Although

inth tte of
abrand new-and fresh model
roster of 100/200°500/etc.
points (each point repre-
senting a post) showing the
points to be reserved for
different categories to be
appointed by direct recruit-
ment to posts and services
in the State of Meghalaya
for all future posts and not
retrospectively. Point | (1st
vacant post) can start with
the reserved or unreserved
category followed by point
2 (2nd vauint jnrsl) .mil mj
on based on the Reservation

- Someth
wrong

There has to be something
seriously wrong with our
lives when studentsattending
post graduate classcs remain
completely silent and have
not a single question to ask
after a presentation and one
that s provocative. This
culture ofsilence however is
partofthe social norm ofthe
Khasis. The reason? Right
from the time when kids
are growing up they are told
never to ask too many ques-
tions; not to question ciders
and to take everything they
say as nuggets of wisdom.
Family conversations arc
stilted and rare. No wonder
when we do question gov-
ernments and institutions we
do so as a crowd. Individual
questioning is hardly ever
seen because wc are ever so
afraid of making public our
personal opinions.

It is my experience that
if one makes a presenta-
tion anywhere else outside
Meghalaya one would be
bombarded with questions
galore. Some students would
even challenge the presenter
but not here in our State. It
makes one wonder whether
itis even worth preparing for
apresentation whicli students
arc obviously not interested
in. Or docs the problem lie
somewhere else? On two
occasions Ihave noticed stu-
dents leaning on their friends
and sleeping through the
presentation right from the
start. If the students were to
driftoff to sleep midway one
could do a course correction
and jerk them up with some
dopamine-inducing joke or
a very provocative question
butthat's not the ease. These
students were already sleepy
and the best they could have
done is to leave the ses-
sion and go home to sleep
Period.

But why are students list-
less and drowsy in the morn-
ing? Have tcachcrs asked
themselves this question?
The reality is that wc arc at
a very difficult juncture in
our social histoiy today. As
tribes we wish to cling on
to the past lest wc lose our
identity yet modernity draws
us to its lap and cajoles us
like nothing else docs. Wc
arc wooed by gadgets and
that single gadget that fits in
our palm has bceome the be
all and end all of our lives.
There is no time for serious
oreven playful conversation
at home. We arc hooked to
the smartphone that has re-
duced us to unsmartjunkies
Young people across ages
and some adults prefer to
spend time with their smart-
phones rather than engage
with real humans, unless the
real human is a lover. The
smartphone is perhapsa non-

Policy under implementa-
tion. Similarly, it can be done
for promotions. | wish and
pray that our elected repre-
sentatives are well-prepared
so that no one can lake them
fora ride.

W hile the demand of
VPP and others to stop all
appointments pending the
correction in the date of
implementation of the new
Roster System is justified, it
isequally important that any
loss of posts under Khasi-
Jaintia quota owing to faulty
implementation of the Ros-
ter System retrospectively
'starting May 10 (Date of
Office Memorandum) or 26
(Date of notification in the
Gazette of Meghalaya) 2022
till date’ have to be propor-
tionately compensated in all
future recruitments as per
the roster to be made pro-
spectively

Dear clocted represcnta-
tives. particularly of the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills and
Ri-Bhoi areas, the future
of majority of the youths of
Meghalaya is in your hands
Beware, this is not 1972 and
wc arc watching!

Yours ctc.
Prof. Lakhon Kma
Shillong-4

On using the
clan name

F.ditor.
Itisdisheartening to be in

By Patricia Mttkhim

threatening space where the
youth prefer to hide behind.
So friendly are they with the
gadget that they cling on
to it far into the night and
are hooked to it even past
midnight and into the wee
hours. By the lime they sleep
it is well past the time when
the body clock ticks to tell us
we should sign off and shut
our eyes and minds so that
we recover oir energies. But
who listens?

Come morning, the youth
either have toattend school,
college or university. At
7 am they are just unable
to drag themselves out of
bed even while exasperated
parents yell at them to get

serious presentation on an
issue, even one that directly
affects their lives. Several
studies have of course been
conductcd on the impact of
smartphone addiction on
young people.

BMC Psychiatry, an open
access peer reviewed journal
which analysed 41 studies
involving 42.000young peo-
ple in an investigation into
“problematic smartphone

Ing dreadfully
with our lives

The deep connect and
sense of community has
dwindled in collcgc and
university campuses. A Uni-
versity teacher says that often
when he would arrive a little
early for a lecture, he would
find students sitting in the
classroom in complete si-
Iencc, each absorbed in their
smartphones. Such students
apparentlyarcafraid to speak
and be heard by their peers
As a result, the students are
further isolated and their

If-identity and confidence

usage,” found that 23% had
behaviour that was consistent
with addiction. This included
anxiety over not being able to
use smartphones: not being
able to moderate the time
spent and using the mobile
phone to the point when it

“Youngpeople across ages andsome adults prefer
to spendtime with their smartphones rather than
engage with real humans, unless the real human
is a lover. The smartphone isperhaps a non
-threatening space where the youth prefer to hide
behind. Sofriendly ate they with the gadget that
they cling on to itfar into the night and are hooked

to it even past midnight and into the wee hours.

ready and get out to their
school/college/university on
time. Those who arc already
working drag hemsclves out
somehow only to reach their
placc of work after 10 am
But the mind is far from be-
ing able to absorb anything.
Itis yearning for sleep. All
the teaching g,ocs over their
heads. Nothing registers.
Marks drop; performance is
mediocre and at the end of
term they mist their goals by
a huge gap. This is what life
has become for many young
people.

Ilow-do we deal with this
crisis? Is there any institu-
tion that can detox the mind
from the newest drug- the
smartphone? Its pointless
to expect parents to do it
Many families arc disrupted
becausc children arc sulking
at their parents for not letting
them use the smartphone.
With college and university
students ther;’s very little
that parents cm do because
the cxcusc is that there's a
lot of referencing to be done
from online sources. When
parentsarc noi very educated
they have litilc else to do
but trust their children even
when what's happening in
the study roon has nothing
to do with education but is
soft pom that the youth con-
sumes. Very soon it becomes
an addiction.

No wondertcachcrs sense
a complete lack of inter-
est among slvdents for any

this current s tuation of des-
potism (jem mgicw) when
the people >vho claim to
be the "redeemers of the
jait bynricw” arc abusing
d pushing the very same
jait bynricw io the brink of
chaos. Human these days
give utmost value to vintage
stuffwhile flushingdown the
drain the traditional values
which forms our collective
identity as a ‘race”.

“The Hynfticw Trep Peo-
ple” are a privileged race
that still thri.es in spite of
the challenges that it had
to endure from without and
from within. Our matrilin-
cal tradition is an inher-
ent part of our cxistencc
and a Khasi is considered
a Khasi becausc he/she ad-
heres by the matrilincal sys-
tem; or we may simply say
KHAS1-MATRILINEAL;
else we will not be different
from the other tribals in the
North East etc.. who follow
the Patrilineal/Patriarchal
System.

When on; steers away
from the above it only sig-
nifies one’s disrespect and
disregard fot his own clan
and traditioa It further in-
dicates the wilful desire of
such a person tojump out of
the ambit of the matrilincal
tradition on the pretext of
free choice or modernity or
discarding tradition for reli-
gious reasons which is un-
acceptable. There arc those
nliti sliun liaditiuns bixausc
of religion and this is a mat-

had begun to negatively af-
fect other activities.

The mobile phone has
broughtabout a planetary re-
wiring o f human interaction.
In fact, smartphone use has
transformed peer relation-
ships, family relationships
and the tone, tenor and fcx-
tureofdaily life foreveryone
including those that don't
own a phone or have social
media accounts. However,
research will reveal that the
number of people without
smartphones is on the de-
cline. Most people even in
distant villages consume
news over smartphones and
they did that overwhelmingly
during the pandemic induccd
lockdown.

A rare student who still
believes in chatting and
laughing over jokes with
friends says that it is now
very hard tostrike upa casual
conversation in the cafeteria
or after class because ev-
eryone is staring down at
a phone. Most others say
that it has become harder
to confide in friends and try
to have deep conversations
with them bccausc they arc
distracted by every ping,
every vibration that alerts
them to a notification on
their phones. In the book
“Reclaiming Conversation.”
ShetTy Turkic writes, “life
with smartphones means “wc
arc forever elsewhere.” And
that really is the crux- wc arc
never in the moment

terof concern

A racc is identified by
the food habit, the attire,
the language, the culture,
the unique system of Kin-
ship and the geographical
location ctc. Devoid o fthese
characteristics a person mor-
ally disqualifies himself'
herselfof his/her ethnicity.
We must not deviate from
our roots; as the famous
saying goes "Think globally
act locally”

Fortunately now wec have
an act of law that bars any
action that overturns these
traditions. Ccrtain individu-
als inourjaitbynriew behave
as divine messengers and
feebly justify such acts as
tixnigh they were inspired by
the divineand theirancestors
(uThawlang& ka iavvbei).

It is doubtful if those in-
dividuals were permitted by
the concerned Dorbar Kur to
impose their clan’s name on
their offsprings. If consent
were given by any member
ofthe Kur it might have been
done individually and not by
the agreement o f the Dorbar
Kur(s).

No Khasi man has the
mandate nor the moral right
to impose the elan’s name on
their offsprings, The clan's
name belong to the clan
and it is not transferable to
anyone outside of the clan
at any cost.

We must salute the cham-
pions the Lineage Act 1997.
Hud Licy mil btvn fai-sight-
ed by now wc would have

suffers. Needless to say most
young people and adults as
well are glued to their social
media accounts. And of all
the social media platforms,
Instagram is the most popular
becausc the young show off
their dresses, their figures,
the places they visit; the
celebrities they meetand the
eating places they frequent

Studies by social psy-
chologist Jonathan Haidt
have found that as Instagram
grew in popularity over the
decadcs, it had particularly
strong cffcct on girls and
young women, inviting them
to "compare and despair” as
they scrolled through posts
from friends and strangers
showing faces, bodies and
lives that had been edited
and rc-cditcd until many
were closer to perfection than
to reality. But as of now no
one can wean the youth away
from Instagram. It happens to
be the most popular medium
for those not interested in
politics and political grand-
standing. All of that is for
the Twittcrati crowd which
is also a bit of a highbrow
crowd more intellectually
inclined. Very few ifany col-
lege and university students
have a Twitter account.

That smartphones impact
moods and arc responsible
for mood disorders, emo-
tional fluctuation, poor fam-
ily relationships is a reality
today. Most young people
don't communicate with
Iheir families today. And yet
there really seems to be no
cure to thisaddiction. What's
dangerous is that this will
affcct the ability to think on
one's feet; the quick thinking
needed for problem solving
becausc the brain has become
lethargic. Wc need sharp,
intelligent young people with
the reasoning skills to un-
bundle problems but if they
don't get enough sleep their
brains refuse to perform to
its optimum. What happens
then? What sort of future
arc we looking at? It's im-
perative foreducationistsand
health scientists to do a deep
dive on this issue bccausc
we can only ignore it at our
own peril

been trampled upon by the
empty vessels that make
much noisc.c

Lately wc rarely hear
of the religious practices
of interring the bones of
the deceased at designated
"Mawshyicng(s)” of the
specific clans which is now
followed only by a few from
the indigenous faiths. Had
these happened in the past
the mortal remains (bones)
of the ones who violate any
of the above might even
be denied a placc at such
Mawshyicng(s).

I earnestly urge upon
the "Kur(s)" of the Bri u
Hynflicw Trep not to con-
done such acts that will
adulterate the entire ethos of
our Matrilincal System

On the side lines, | fur-
ther urge upon the Kur(s) to
shoulder upon themselves
the responsibility to correct
the wrongs done in the past
with regards to the proper
spelling of their Clan names
and other similar things
for such fancy endeavours
might mislead the future
generation.

Yoursetc..
D. Pyngropc,
Shillong -6

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers'
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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Dejected, yet
Northeast Bengalis

confide in

pluralism

By Sabyasachi Roy

Hope, ris-a-vis. fear of
exclusion rncompasses the
life ofthe BengalisofNorth-
east India. In the seemingly
present predicament, the
only source of strength is
their glorious past. And,
definitely, February 21 and
May 19 jrc bright stars
in the sky of that glory.
Almost every Bengali in
the world remembers and
observes the International
Mother Language Day on
21 February and expressly
boosts their love for mother
tongue, their Bengalincss
19 May is; nother Language
Martyrs' Day which is ob-
served in Barak Valley and
in many places with Bengali
predominance. It has been
the beacon of light on the
way to defend the hard-
earned linguistic rights of
the people of Barak Valley.
Remembering their daily
identity erisis. they pause
for a moment on this day.
look hack and, anticipating
the hard daysahead, sing out
loud, "modcr gorob modcr
asha, a-mori bangla bhasha.”
Considering the vermilion
cloud of marginalisation and
rejection, this 19 May has
posed to be the only lifeline
of the Valley. Undoubt-
edly. similar cloud of doubt
presently has enveloped the
Bengalis indifferent partsof
the country today. Undoubt-
edly. the social existence
of the Bengalis is shrink-
ing due to the expansionist
behaviour of the dominant

tion ofSylhct with the newly
formed Assam Province
(1874)aftcr being carved out
of the Bengal Presidency,
followed by Partition of
Sylhct (1947). cnactment of
the State Official Language
Act (1960). language move-
ment in the Barak Valley
followed by amendment of
that Official Language Act
(1961), NRC update proccss
(2015-2019). the anti-CAA
movement and the demand
for implementation of Ar-
ticle 6 of the Assam Accord
(2020) — this multidimen-
sional scenario facilitated
the deviation from the crux
of stability of (Ik Bengalis
in Assam.

But it should not have
been like that. Since inde-
pendence Assam was con-
sidered as a multilingual
state which has been em-
phatically opined by the
State Reorganization Com-
mission in 1956. Regardless
of the region's geography
or social fabric, the region’s
map has been repeatedly
scratched and inked over
the coursc of time. What
had been the Surma Valley
Division during the Brit-
ish period, bccamc Cachar
district after the partition of
Sylhct. Later the region was
divided into three districts
and got its own identity
as Barak Valley. It was to
be relieved that the land,
which had been so variously
scarred in past, found in this
name a rather semblance

f

lingoistic groups.
Around 28.5 crorc Ben-
galis are ~read across the
world. O fthis, 15 crorcs are

10 crorcs ia India, around 8
crorcs are in West Bengal.
15 crorcs in the Northeast.
Of 1.5 crores in the North-
east. 90 laths arc in Assam.
And. all these Bengalis have
always believed in liberalism
and pluralism. But. today
Bengalis ir different regions
are victims of linguistic
imperialism and arc trapped
in a multi-dimensional con-
striction in the proccss of
multipleaggressions on their
mother tongue. To review
the status of Bengali from a
larger franc-of-refcrence. it
would become imperative to
say that Bengalis have never
been pro-active in keepinu
their absolute ethnicity and
the circle of linguistic unity
intact. The Bengali is the
second largest linguistic
group in lie country since

o stability. But.
unfortunately, the political
history of the valley has
failed to play a supportive
role in nurturing its natural,
social or economic aspects
subsequently. As a result,
it has not been possible to
take forward the age-old
socio-cultural and linguistic
tradition of the region.
When the Barak Valley,
which is the bastion of the
Northeast Bengalis, is en-
gulfed in such uncertainty,
the situation prevailing in the
restofthe Northeast can eas-
ily be visualised. Bengalis
are a minority in the North-
east. cxcept in Barak Valley;
overand above, within them
the religious divide is promi-
nently visible. This some-
how is consequent upon the
attempt to ensure political
control on this linguistic mi-
nority of the region. So far,
Bengalis have not been able
to understand this, oreven if
they did, they arc unable to
get out of it. Despite these

but it is only
one of the twenty-two offi-
cial languages o f the country
as per the i-ighth Schedule.
In the past 75 years, the
demand for recognition of
Bengali as the sccond main
national language has not
been heard! Whether it is
due to ci‘cunistanccs or
lack of foresight in building
and prescp ing a nationwide
Bengali iccntity might be
a matter of argument. But
becauscofthis rcluctanccor
limitation, the Bengalis to-
day arc victims o ncglect in
the country. And. of course,
there is_internal religious
divide. Thesituation arising
out of these is constantly
slamming back at the Benga-
lis. One ofthe causcs ofthis
i that the Bengalis have not
grasped it. >rhave neglected
to grasp it and as such have
pushed theusclves intosuch
a scathing situation,

This picture is common
throughout the country,
but is distinctly visible in
Northeast India, which is
the third home of the Ben-
galis. Although Bengalis
arc a minority in the rest
of the Northeastern states
cxcept in Tripura, they arc
contributing immensely to
the economy of these states
since independence, orcven
before that. Unfortunately, in
these states now their roots
arc shaky, rather they arc
tagged witi pejorativcs like
‘Foreigner*, (ihuspctia’ or
even 'term tc'. Here they arc
marginalis'd and the main
reason for this contracting
social identity is. of course,
their lingustic identity. Ex-
cluding Tnpura and Assam,
the Bengali population in the
remaining live states is less
than 10 percent (65 percent
in Tripura. 29 pereent in As-
sam). And. in those states,
there is little opportunity for
cultivatingBengali language
and culture. In Assam t00.
the socio-cconomic and po-
litical position o f Bengali* is
not very blight. Amalgama-

impulses
encompassing their linguis-
tic identity, the Bengalis of
Barak Valley arc celebrating
May 19, keeping faith on
their intrinsic liberal plural-
ism, not joining hands with
separatist forces. The Benga-
lis have created the glorious
history on 21 February 1952
subsequently forming the
independent Bangladesh in
1971 February 2 1wasa suc-
cessful attempt to establish
language sovereignty over
religious narrowness. As a
result of this, the indepen-
dent Bangladesh state was
born in 1971 on the basisof
language. In the language-
wave emanating from 1952
movement in the erstwhile
Hast Pakistan. Barak valley
was able to write another
brilliant history o f protecting
the rights of Bengali lan-
guage on May 19. 1961. In
order to preserve its linguis-
tic identity, Bhasha Sahid
Divas of May 19 should be
taken outside the boundaries
of Barak Valley and placed
on a larger scale. Like Feb-
ruary 21. it should also be
made a universal statement
based on which a liberal
but impenetrable cirelc of
Bengali ethnicity has to be
created

The Bengalis who did
not hesitate to sacrifice their
lives many times to protcct
their linguistic rights in In-
dependent India, is sure to
be able to turn around again
with head held high. But
then, they need to stand col-
lectively against the machi-
nations o fdivision and come
out of the quagmire of mar-
ginalisation. To survive with
dignity, it is neccssary to
consolidate their linguistic
identity remaining steadfast
in their integral ethnicity.
(The author is an associate
professor in Karimganj Col-
lege. Assam and formerly
General Secretary o f Barak
Upatyaka Banga Sahitya
O Sanskrit) SomntcUm. Sit-
char.)
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*Flattery corrupts both the receiver
and thegiver”

Kdmund Burke
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Ultimatums not the option

ON the Rosier System lhe Voice of People's Party
(VPP) is riding a tiger from which it would be dif-
ficult to dismount. A lot is at stake insofar as thc
Roster System for thc State Reservation Policy
implemented in Meghalaya is concerned. For politi-
cal parties looking foran issue to curry favour with a
section of constituents and with an eye on the 2024
District Council elections and perhaps even the Lok
Sabha elections thc Roster System first pointed out
by the Meghalaya High Court comes as a god-send.
Butat this critical juncture statesmanship is called for
rather than political brinkmanship. The propensity to
make political capital out ofan issue that threatens
to divide the three tribes is uncalled for. But for a
people governed largely by rhetoric and emotions
any appeal to reason is futile.

Lei’s face ii the Government of Meghalaya too
was taken by suiprisc at thc non-maintcnancc of a
Roster System to keep a record o f thc scats availed
by the tribes for which they were reserved and also
whether thc unreserved seats (15%) loo were filled
up. Al the moment ihe focusseems to be on whether
the seats reserved for ihe Khasi-Jaintia community
would henccforth be availed of by those from the
Garo community or the minor tribes, or the unre-
served categories of people who could not avail of
their share ofreserved seats for reasons beyond their
control. To do sa with retrospective effect would be
a no-brainer since there have been several notifica-
tions from time to time to maintain an equilibrium
and fill in vacat>:ies that require to be filled up for the
purpose of smcoth governance These notifications
have comc notjust within the slate government but
also from the Centre when seats for certain categories
of backward tribes and castcs were raised and in
other cases subtracted, depending upon how many
from that section o f population have bencfitted from
the reservation policy and which are the previously
unrecognised categories of backward tribes/castes
Ihat need reservation to be able to come up to fill up
vacancies in the government sector.

Today there isa new reserved category ofpeople
who fall under the Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) for whom 10% reservation is granted over
and above thc existing 50% reservation for SC/
ST/OBC categories. This was contested by several
groups in the Supreme Court but the matter was
finally laid to rest in November 2022 when the apex
court upheld Ihat thc 103rd constitutional amend-
ment of the Constitution for providing legal sanction
to carve out \OVo reservation for the economically
weaker sections from unreserved classes foradmis-
sion in educat onal institutions and government
jobs isjust and equitable. The Supreme Court ruled
that the 50% cap on quota is not inviolable and af-
firmative action on economic basis may go a long

way

eradicating castc-bascd reservation. This

constitutional amendment pushed the total reserva-
tion to 59.50% in central institutions. Reservations
therefore are not meant to be static and not a right
to be claimed to perpetuity.

Roster for
reservation of
vacancies/posts
for SC & ST

hditor,

Until 01-07-1*97, reser-
vation of vacancies in ser-
vices under the Central Gov-
ernment was vacancy-bascd
for which a 40-point roster
was generally maintained,
and up to 1992. reservation
was made only fir STs and
SCs - 15 percent for the for-
merand 7.5 per cent for thc
latter. In 1993 reservation of
27 per cent of vacancies was
made for OBC as well.

From 02-07-1997. res-
ervation for STs/SCS/OBCs

may be. had already lapsed

and even records of unfilled

and carried forward posts
may notbe available?

Yoursetc.,

A. Pyrtuh

Shillong- 14

Passion with a
Mission

Editor,

| was hoping, nay rather
expecting someone to re-
spond to the letter captioned:
O f educational structure &
learning quality, (ST May
6. 2023) by a tcachcr who
had no option but to request
anonymity bccausc the rules
bound him/her to do so
Nevertheless, the writer must
be i

Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi:
A shared bond

The rccent conflict be-
tween the Khasi-Jaintia and
the Karbi people is not thc
first to have occurred in
recent times. Although 1am
forgetting thcexact year, ten-
sionsbetween the two groups
flared up when | was doing
my PhD at NEHU as well.
At the time | was staying in
the hostel, and one evening
all the residents were asked
to come to the hostel parlour.
A policeman asked if there
were any Karbi students
They were concerned that,
given the tensions between
the two communities, there
might be an attem pt to target
Karbi students on campus. To
the reliefof the police, there
were no Karbi students in our
hostel, and we weresent back
to our rooms.

The conflict abated soon
aflcr, and | did meet some
Karbi students later on. In
fact, some were my juniors
in ihe PhD programme, and
there were some whom |
taught during my stint as a
guest lecturer in my depart-
ment. One of the students
whose Masters* thesis | was
supervising happened to be
a half-Karbi student from
Ri Bhoi. The topic was how
language change was taking
placc in a particular village
in Ri Bhoi, which, though
initially founded by a Karbi
man, had switched to speak-
ing Bhoi (a dialect different
from thc more commonly
used Sohra dialect) as thc
main language in thc village.
As a matter of fact. | meta
Karbi lady who first identi-
fied herselfas a Bhoi; when
prodded further, she revealed
that she was a Karbi who
had been married to a Bhoi
In her sixties, she told me
that "a Bhoi is someone who
takes thc mother’s surname,
while a Karbi is someone
who takes thc father's sur-
name”. This particular Karbi
lady had married a Bhoi man,
and her children now have a
Khasi surname. Though she
still has a Karbi surname.
she hardly communicator,
in Karbi anymore. With thc
Karbi people from other
villages also, she converses
in Bhoi, and she was not thc
only one

Then | camc across thc
book ‘People of thc Mar-
gins' by Philippe Ramirez.
In this book, there was an
interesting phenomenon of
equivalence of surnames,
which was quite common
in Bhoi. In other words, a
surname among the Bhoi is
found to have an equivalent
among the Karbi as well
For example. Ingti. Rong-
hang. Ilansc. Be. Inglcng,
Timung, and Teron were
Karbi surnames that were
considered to be thc same
as Bhoi surnames, Muktich.
Markhap, K hymdcit. Muker,

is the greatest drawback
This is disheartening. This
is tearful!

1did read in The Shillong
Times sometime back that
Meghalaya would follow the
CBSE syllabus. To me the
syllabus, as well as the ex-
amination system and pattern
(and thc marking scheme)
are better structured. How-
ever.a blind copy and paste
laziness without a thorough
introspection to meet local
dynamics, should not be the
norm! The Education Com-
mission (if it has come into
existence!), must facc the
challenge in streamlining
school education to lift it out
of the pathetic state it has
sunk to. All school heads af-
filiated to MBOS It can begin
by in-depth frank

was made post-based and for
this post-based reservation, a
200-point roster was main-
tained in which 15 posts
30 posts and 54 posts were
reserved for STs, SC's and
OBCs respectively.

As per our Chief Minis-
ter's statement which was
published in The Shillong
Timesa few daysagoa post-
based reservation is being
implemented in Meghalaya
If the Central Government
had made post-based reser-
vation for SCs/STs/OBCs
from 02-07-1997 how can
the Government of Megha-
laya implement thc post-
based roster system from
1972 when all the unfilled
and carried forward posts
reserved for the Garos and
the Khasi-Pnar. a> the ease

forthcob-
servations expressed which
arc spot on and hard hitting.
It exposes the underbelly of
the failings and shortcom-
ings ofschool education! Yet
politicians blabber about the
changes and the plans of ac-
tion they are going to initiate
in addressing all educational
matters.

What peeves me is that
politicians say the right
things, especially to thc
public at school celebrations,
conferences and meetings.
Hopesare raised. Excitement
is high. But then they drag
their feet when it comes to
implementation of what is
promised. No clarity and
commitment is ever made in
atime bound measure! This

discussions with their teach-
ers on all the observations
raised in the letter. Collate
valid actionable suggestions
foronward submission to the
Commission where they can
debate threadbare for adop-
tion and implementation. |
will go so far as to submit
that the very teachers who
have expressed solid practi-
cal ideas be brought into
this high profile meeting to
give a better perspective.
No bureaucrat or other civil
servant of higher learning,
will be able to do a better
job than thc person on thc
ground with a first-hand
knowledge, experience and
expertise to "reconstruct its
curriculum*.

By Blwtoram Mawroh

Lamarc. Syngkli. Umbah,
and Mynsong. respectively.
Thismeant that following the
ruleso fendogamy, marriages
cannot take placc within the
equivalent clin across the
ethnic categories. Therefore,
an Ingti cannoi marry a Muk-
tich. and vice versa, becausc
they, by logic of the equiva-
lence of surname, belong to
the same clan The same is
tme with the other mentioned
surnames as well. Following
from this, the ether important
function o f this system is that
new niembcrsofa group can
only be admitted into clans
that already have established
intcr-cthnic affiliations. Simi-
larly, when a Karbi decides to
become a Khasi or the other
way around, hey can only
do so byjoinirg the surname
that belongs tc the same clan

piercing one of thc animal's
cars. In another village, a
Bhoi man dropped dead
suddenly in his home. While
inspecting the body, people
found that thc dead man
had thc exact same bullet
wound on thc same car as
that of the tiger, proving that
the tiger killed was actually
a worc-tiger, with the nun
who had died being thc one
who had transformed into
the animal

Similar stories arc there
in Jaintia Hills as well. The
2011 article ‘The Legend
of the Tigcr-Man" by HH
Mohrmen tells about the
folklore of the Pnar Jain-
tia about men who changc
themselves into tigers (Ki bru
kylla khla). According tothc
aniclc. the Karbi also have
a legend of a man who can

“There will definitely be anger al what both
communities perceive to be injustice done lo them,
especially when someone s hut is burned down or

someone is admitted to the hospital after being
injured inthe clash. It is difficult to reconcile,
especially when there is much anger and
frustration. That is completely understandable. ™

across the twocthnic groups
Therefore, ifa Teron were
to become a Bhoi, he or she
could only join the Mynsong
clan and no otter. This works
the otherway around as well,
ie, if an Unbah were to
become a Karbi. they could
only join the Timung clan
and no other. Essentially, this
means that tlvrc are Karbi
who arc actually Khasi. and
thereare Khasi who are actu-
ally Karbi.

This close connection be-
tween thc Khasi-Jaintia and
Karbi is again seen in many
cultural aspects as well
Again, among the Bhoi. there
is the tradition of the were-
tiger or the tigcr-man. Des-
mond L. Khormawphlang,
Professor of Cultural and
Creative Studies at NEHU,
has done excellent work on
this topic. According to his
paper. 'In Search of Tiger-
men: The Were-Tiger Tradi-
tion of the Khasis." there
arc men and women who
arc known as Khla Phuii,
or tigers transforming from
human to werc-tiger. Some-
times these creatures were
referred to as San Saram,
meaning five claws,” to dif-
ferentiate th;m from thc
Ryngkew tigers, or thc real
tigers, which were known
as Saw Saram,” or the four-
clawed ones.

1myselfm:ta Bhoi man
who told me ofa story where
the Karbi had killed a tiger
in the jungle with a bullet

The writer’s closing re-
mark. ". no one talks about
the problems faced by our
students.” is thc core issue
according to me. If School
Management Committees
(SMC), are amenable to the
reversal of an established
school order and can make
a paradigm shiftshowing the
humility, grace and courage
to accept that the student
always comes first, then thc
teachers followed by the
parents and lastly them; wc
then can lift our heads in
joyous hope! Don't smirk
orjeer at me Management!
Pause! Give itsome serious
thought! Thii k beyond con-
vention and old practises!
Think why not! Think let's
give ita tty!

Let me interject here
and inform you that some
corporate school leave all
academic management func-
tioning entire y to the school
head! And they do welll
The SMC technically pass
the minutes >f the agenda
that are discussed, decisions
arrived at and actions to
be taken, including school
budget and other adminis-
trative matteri. It is the head
of the school along with all
departmental staffand teach-
ers who do the hanl work at
the ground level. If all can
come together with a passion
then the mission will be ac-
complished.

Youretc..
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - 19

transform hinvsclfinto a tiger,
and he is known as Killing
Chongkret. In fact, in 2007.
Dhaniram Tisso.a Karbi film
maker, broughtout the movie
Kanghon Killing Chongkret,
which translatesto "My Dear
Tiger-Man’

Similarities or shared cul-
tural features between the
Khasi-Jaintia and the Karbi
arc seen in the traditional
dresses as well. When | was
passing through Dokmoka,
a Karbi town on the way to
Nagaland. Isaw many Karbi
women walkingon the streets
wearing what looked like the
jainkyrshah. It is a picce of
clothing worn by Khasi-
Jaintia women as a drape
over their tradii ionol jainscm
oreven a shirtand skirt. This
is usually worn by women
during household work or
when they go to thc market,
If it weren't for the colour
and the patterns (which arc
quite bold and vibrant in the
Karbi version). 1 would have
mistaken the dress worn by
the Karbi women for the
jainkyrshah. The similarity,
however, docs not end with
the women’s dress.

Under the section "Dress’
in PRT Ciurdon’s 1914 semi-
nal work 'The Khasis." there
is a sketch of a Synteng
(another name for the Pnar
Jaintia) man whose dress
reminded me so much ofthe
Karbi dress | have seen on
the internet. It was not thc
black waistcoat that wc see

Resolution
versus Policy

Editor,

A Resolution is a plan
sent to a meeting for discus-
sion, fHwtr*. approval and
adapting. 1fthc motion is ap-
proved by thc members pres-
entata meeting, itis referred
to as a resolution. There are
three forms of resolutions,
(a)ordinary (adopted by a
simple majority), spccial
(adopted by three-fourths
majority) and unanimous
(everyone s in total agree-
ment). State Resolutions arc
generally adopted by State
Legislatures in thc Legisla-
tive Assembly

A policy is a system of
guidelines to achieve ratio-
nal outcomes, and is imple-
mented as a procedure or
protocol. Policies are gener-
ally adopted by thc Gov-
ernment. Under thc Assam
Reorganisation (Meghalaya)
Act. 1969 « Act No,55 of
1969 (29th December. 1969)
Meghalaya was bom as an
Autonomous State on 2nd
April 1970, consisting of41
Members, 38 Members in-
directly elected and 3 mem-
bers nominated. Meghalaya
beccame a full-fledged State
on 21st January 1972 and
comprised 60 elected mem-
bers. But the Resolution
on job quota issued vide
No.PER.222/71/138 Dated
Shillong, the 12th January,

today worn by Jaintia men
during the traditional events,
buta stripped waistcoat very
similar to thc one found
among thc Karbi even today.
The only thing that could
identify thc man as being a
Jaintia was the cap, which
is often depicted as being
worn by Kiang Nongbah in
the portraits made of him.
Karbi men. on thc other
hand, have a piece of cloth
wrapped around their heads
as a headband.

There is no doubt that
the Khasi-Jaintia and thc
Karbi are distinct communi-
ties. The Khasi-Jaintia arc
matrilineal and speak an
Austro-Asiatic language
Karbi. on the other hand, fol-
low patrilineal custom, and
their language belongs to the
Sino-Tibetan language fam-
ily. However, as can be seen
from the above discussion,
both groups share many cul-
tural features, which include
extended kinship relations
among the two communi-
ties and similar folklore and
beliefs. There is. however,
also a history of hostility
between thc two communi-
ties, which resurfaces from
time to time. However, what
will not changc is the living
history of thc shared bond
among thc K hasi-Jaintia and
the Karbi. notjust culturally
but geographically as well

Both communities have
lived sidc-by-sidc with each
other for many generations,
and they will continue to
do so in the future as well
There will definitely be anger
at what both communities
perceive to be injustice done
to them, especially when
someone's hut is burned
down or someone is admit-
ted to the hospital after being
injured in the clash. Itisdif-
ficult to reconcile, especially
when there is much anger
and frustration. That is com-
pletely understandable. But
violence is not the solution.
1. therefore, request that both
communities come together
and find common ground.
Nu doubt, the boidei aicas
are sensitive zones. But that
must have been thc case in
the pastas well. Despite that,
history has shown that both
communities, the Khasi-
Jaintia and Karbi. have been
able to build connections
with cach other and thrive
while livingamong and close
to cach other. The shared cul-
tural featuresarc a testament
to that. It is that shared bond
that. Ihope, will characterise
the relationship between thc
Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi. now
and in thc future as well.
That is my sincere hope and
request.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

1972 was issued without
proper procedure and meth-
od of identifying, the weak-
est of the weak, wherever
they may be found among
the populace. Hurriedly it
was issued 9 (nine) days be-
fore the State of Mci*ialava
was officially formed on thc
midnight of January 20-21.
1972 and less than 2 (two)
months before the firstelec-
tion which was held on 9th
March. 1972. Moreover, it
was not discussed, debated,
voted, passed by the Au-
tonomous State Legislature
as empowered under aniclc
16 clause 4 of thc Constitu-
tion of India (strictly for
reservation of posts). It was
simply issued as decided (not
voted), keeping in view thc
inadequacy o frepresentation
of these communities in the
services under the autono-
mous State (not full-fledged
State) of Meghalaya in terms
of their population that for
maintenance ofefficiency in
the administration. Thc old
Resolution needs revision.
Khasi, Jaintia and Garo, let
us stand together for the bet-
terment of the State
Yours ctc
D. Pakyntein,
shillong-4

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers'
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Clinical Trials:
Mistrust to trust

By Dr. Caleb Harris
& Dr. Fine One Laloo

May 10 is observed as
International Clinical Trials
Day. Hie yearwas 1714, Dr.
James Lind, a naval surgeon
and physician onboard the
British Navy ship. HMS
Salisburycarried out the first
controlled clinical trial ever
recorded in medical scicncc
by taking 12 sailorssuffering
from blccdinggunis and skin
ulcers, divided them into
six pairs and treated them
with six different remedies.
Among ti ¢ six remedies, the
duo treated with a quart of
eider a day was well enough
to nurse the others after a
week. Tispaper ‘Treatise of
the Scurvy’was published in
1753. To commemorate the
clay that tlis clinical trial was
started, tie European Clini-
cal Research Infrastructure
Network iECRIN) launched
International Clinical Trials
Day in 2C05,

Clinical trials fall under
the broad umbrella o f Clini-
cal research. All clinical
trials arc clinical research
whereas ail clinical research-
es are not clinical trials
Clinical research ranges
from a sinplc collcction of
personal iiformation related
to a disease, to using a new
drug or treatment technique.
Participating in clinical re-
search is an altruistic and
noble ges.ure bccausc some-
times the trials that they arc
involved in may or may
not be beneficial to the par-
ticipants: however it helps
researchers and doctors to
subsequently treat the dis-
ease better, based on the data
collectedfrom the trial

The public perception

regarding Clinical Trials is
at times negative, probably
becausc same have not been
done ethically. The Nazi
Human Experiments, during
World War 11, hashad a long
and lasting negative impact
for generations. German
doctors subjected prisoners
in the concentration camps
to several harmful and pain-

their rights. One of the main
protective mechanisms is thc
Informed Consent Docu-
ment (ICD). This contains
all the details pertaining to
the clinical research in an
easily understandable lan-
guage. including the benefits
and risks of participation. A
participant who consents to
participate in a clinical trial
can withdraw at any par-
ticular time without citing
any reasons whatsoever and
there will not be any indiffer-
ence directed towards them
forwithdrawing. The second
is the Institutional Ethics
Committee (LEC) which has
to be mandatorily set upatall
institutions involved in clini-
cal research. The 1EC is an
independent entity chaircd
by someone from outside
the research institute and
decides on all matters relat-
ing to the conduct of trials or
any research. IEC members
comprise laypersons, social
scientists, patient representa-
tives and religious leaders,
among others.
NEIGRJHMS is part of
an Oncology Clinical Trial
Network (CTN) which is a
group of 11 centers across
India. CTN is a project of
Biotechnology Industry Re-
search Assistance Council
(BIRAC) which falls under
thc Department of Biotech-
nology. Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. Gov-
ermnment of India. CTN aims
at making the collaborating
centres ready for Clinical
Trials of major diseases
which plaque the state and
the nation as a whole. Clini-
cal trials for cancer have

been carried out for some
years now. NEIGRIHMS is
looking forward to conduct-
ing clinical trials of new
drugs in the future through
this CTN. It is important
for such clinical trials to be
conducted in our state (and
region) as relying on re-
search doneon other patients
(from different ethnicitics)

“NEIGRIHMS ispart o fan Oncology Clinical
Trial Network (CTN) which isagroupof Il
centers across India. CTN is aprojectof
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance
Council (BIRAC) whichfalls under the
Department o fBiotechnology. Ministry o fHealth
and Family Welfare. Government o fIndia. "

ful cxperancnts in the effort
to discover effective reme-
dies for diseases. Post World
War-1l, Uk Nuremberg code
was put into force which
at its very core stresses on
the voluntary consent of
participantsin the trial. Sub-
sequently. the World Medi-
cal Association, in 1964,
devclopcd the Declaration
ofHelsinki wherein thc basic
principles include respect
for individuals, the right to
make informed decisions,
recognition of vulnerable
groups ai:d more.

The 21st century saw
the unprecedented growth
of clinical trials regula-
tions. menitoring and par-
ticipation With thc advent
ofmany chronic and deadly
diseases, clinical trials have
become mandatory for intro-
ducing new drugs. On this
note, thcie have been wide
misconceptions among the
masses regarding how clini-
cal trials are conducted.

Once a drug has been
tested in laboratory animals
and has been proven to be
safe and effective, a clini-
cal trial is usually initiated
in a smal group of human
volunteers. If found to be
safe, it is then tried out in a
larger nuatber of patients to
sec if it is effective. There
arc several stringent rules
and regulations put up by-
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and other
regulatory bodies to safe-
guard the participants and

to treat our patients may not
be in the best interestso four
patients

Many patients and care-
givers construc clinical tri-
als as something which is
of no direct benefit to them
and fraught with risks, but
this is far from the truth. A
clinical trial is performed
under a controlled environ-
ment and hence the safety
of the participant is given
a lot of importance. All thc
neccssary interventions arc
performed (extra) carefully,
thereby minimizing the er-
rors. Besides, several new
drugs (which have been
proven in other trials) may
be made available to patients.
who may otherwise not have
access to such treatment,
usually free of cost.

Clinical Trials have trans-
formed the way wec treat
patients and unless thc par-
ticipants arc aware of thc
processes involved, it would
be difficult to perform future
trials. Misconccptions need
to be clcared in order to
enable us to move forward,
with the single goal being
to provide the best possible
care for the sick.

(Dr Fine One Laloo.
Pharm.D. is Clinical Trial
Coordinator. Department o
Surgical Oncology. NFIGRI-
HMS. shillong).

(Dr Caleb Harris is As-
sociate Professorand Head.
Department of Surgical
Oncology’. NEIGRIHMS.
shillong)
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The travel trails of English women in the 19th century

(Clockwise from lop) An illustration by Anna Forbes; Mary Kingsley’s “Making a charm in Ihe L'pper
0Ogo\>£ Region in West Africa” and Isabella Bird's “ Fujisan, from a village on the Tokaido”.

By Victoria Puchal Terol

thologies and documentaries have revived

the figure of the 19th century English woman
traveller. On screen we can also see their lives
adapted to neo-Victorian fictional characters.

Generally, these protagonists arc described as
"rebellious”, “intrepid"”, “ambitious”, "brave”,
"queens” or even “"adventurous”. Their lives
serve as inspiration for today's screenwriters
and artists who. for some reason, are eager to
show us a different version of women’s history
For many, their stories are inspiring; for others,
almost implausible. Weren't Victorian women
very repressed?

In general, the writings of these travellers
reflect the experiences of women writers from
a variety of backgrounds and social classes, al-
though they tend to depict the experiences of the
wealthy. This s due to the availability of these
texts and the imprint these women have left on
historiographical archives and on ourselves

It is important to remember that our interpre-
tations of their travels and experiences can be
influenced by cultural and social bias, so itis nec-
essary to take some distance when reading travel
accounts written by nineteenth-century women
When we read their works, we are looking into
the experiences and inner world of “one” woman,
undeniably conditioned by her environment, her
culture and he: own history

I n recent years, a series of publications, an-

VICTORIAN TRAVEL WHITING

During the 19th century. England was part
of the British Empire. Travel was not only for
pleasure, but also for conquest or exploration
Colonial travel was reserved for men. who had a
more active role in spreading the Empire they
had to fight or participate in diplomatic missions
abroad.

However, wc tend to forget that British women
also played a decisive role in this desire for con-
quest. They often travelled with their husbands,
fathers or brothers to try to replicate English
society in the colonial settlements. There they
would create ticsc nuclear families, surrounded
by their sons and daughters, their servants (in
the case of the wealthy classes) and their social
events.

Of course, many of them also felt the desire
to recount their experiences in the first person
These writings aroused much interest and were
often published in newspapers and magazines.

We usually iistinguish between two types of
texts when talking about travel writing in the

Kalinga Literary Fest introduces
Nepal Yashaswi Book Awards

he Kalinga Literary Festival (KLF) has introduced the
‘Nepal Yashaswi Book Awards' for 15 writers
categories from the year 2023 for Kathmandu KLF.

The awards will be given in various categories, including
fiction and ncn-fiction, poetry, books in translation, business

19th century: on the one hand, texts of scientific
rigour, usually dealing with socio-po itical issues
and with anthropological overtones. On the other
hand, lighter and observational texts, perhaps of
an anecdotal nature. They reflected ai alternative
experience and dealt with lifestyle, people and
generally mundane subjects.

THOSE WHO DISCOVER AND THOSE W HO
OBSERVE

As we can imagine, it was common to classify
the writings of women travellers under the latter
heading. In Celebrated Women Travellers of the
Nineteenth Century (1882). one of the leading
anthologies on women travellers of the nineteenth
century, the writer William 11.D. Adams differen-
tiates between two broad categories of travellers
discoverers and observers

Discoverers, according to Adams, enter regions
previously unknown to civilisation, adding new
lands to the maps. Observers, on the other hand,
simply follow in the footsteps of their daring
predecessors, gathering more accurate informa-
tion. For Adams, women travellers of the time
belonged to the latter category and could not
compare with such great names of exploration as
David Livingstone. Heinrich Barth, John Franklin
or Charles Sturt

Adame’s impression illustrates v*ry well the
tendency to dismiss the work of ninctecnth-ccn-
tury women travel writers. The gender ideology
of the 19th century placed women in the private
sphere and made it difficult to see ihe relation-
ship between women and scientific, political or
economic matters. In this way. an infantiliscd
or unscrious image of everything produced by
women was perpetuated

Moreover, wc must remember that for many
women access to "elite eulture” was quite lim-
ited. Not all of them could rcccive more than
an elementary education, nor did they have the
time and resources to develop their interest in
science.

“ONLY A WOMAN*

It is common to read in the introductions to
women travellers' texts or in their private cor-
respondence phrases expressing modesty or
apology for their “daring” to meddle in male
subjects. Many of them exaggerated their wom-
anhood and took carc to remind the reader that
they were “only” women. Of course, this was
merely a device to avoid the censure of their
contemporaries

A notable example is Mary Kingsley who. with
a biting sense of humour, described herself in

in 15

izza Hut has installed a onc-of-its-kind
Al-powered m;>od dctector device that
studies facial cues and expressions of
customers and gives them recommendations

mm

one of her letters

7 am only one woman and ire
are great in details and concrete conceptions,
are never able to feel devotion for the things /
know well enough to he great, namely abstract
things

Similarly. Anna Forbes hides behind her wom-
anhood to avoid being criticised for devoting
herself to writing. Forbes describes herself as
"a small and very feminine woman” in her Un-
beaten Tracks in Islands of the Far East (1887),
reminding the reader of her status as a respect-
able person.

Some of the women writers who travelled
earned, with great effort, the respect of their
compatriots. One of the best known examples is
Isabella Bird, the 19th-century female traveller
par excellence

She was the first woman to be accepted by
the prestigious Royal Geographical Society of

London in 1891, after trying for many years. Her

although wowriting, honest and descriptive, raised suspicions

among her readers for often being too explicit
(particularly the number of sexual double enten-
dres in her writing is often commented on)

Bird ravelled alone, but often had local guides,
men who knew the terrain she was exploring. It
is not hard to imagine why this might have been
uncom fortable for more conservative audiences
In addiiion to writing. Isabella Bird took pho-
tographs of the people she encountered on her
travels in Persia, Japan, Korea and Manchuria

Bird. Forbes and Kingsley arc just a few exam-
ples that show us that there is not just one “female
travel writer": there are as many as we want (and
are able) to rescue from oblivion. Hopefully, the
adaptat ons and versions of them that wc see in
popularculture will help us to feel some curiosity
about their lives, which are very real and there-
fore very possible. (The Conversation)

Mood detector for your pizzas

against a database of hundreds of thousands
of publicly available images. Customers’
privacy is protected bccausc the Al only
stores face patterns as numbers and does

Mushroom Magic, Mexican Fiesta, Awe-
some American Cheesy, and Nawabi Murg
Makhni. among others

The mood detector will be installed at

and strategic af-

fairs.
mental

environ-
books,

biographi-

cal

and auto-

for pizzas that best match their moods with
“Your Mood. Your Pizza” campaign.

The brand beconics the first-ever QSR
brand to use the power
of Al to understand the
mood of its consumers to

biographical, help them choose what
children's lit- they crave. This dcvice is
erature. sports, installed in select restau-
lifestyle, and rants across Delhi. Luc-

emerging trend
books.
They aim to

open up

op-

portunities to
identify, recognise, acknowledge, encourage, and honor the
literary talenis across genres, for both established and new

writers

The books were selected from those submitted and nomi-

nated by publishers, and writers across all categories

The

winners will be felicitated and awarded during the annual

Kathmandu

« Kalinga Literary Festival. The award consists

ofa prize, a trophy, and a specially designed citation

KLF will host the annual Kathmandu- Kalinga Literary Fes-
tival (Kathmandu- KLF) on September 1.2. 3. The authors will
be taking partin a host of conversations, workshops, debates,
panel discussions, straight talks, and more. The festival will

host more than 60 sessions. (IANS)

know, Hyderabad, Benga-
luru, and Chennai

The mood detector uses
innovative technology that
offers a unique and person-
alised ordering experience
All you need to do is stand
in front of the devic:, look
into the screen, anti leave
it on the dctcctor o cali-
brate your mood and flash
its pizza recommendation
before you.

The device uses a statistical model that
detects facial expressions by analyzing
landmarks on the face such as eye move-
ments. smiles, frowns, ctc. capturcd by the
camera

The model

compares these patterns

not save any images in any format
Aanandita Dana. Chief Marketing Of-
ficer, Pizza Hut India said, “At Pizza
Hut, wc believe that din-
ing is more than just eat-
ing « it's about the entire
experience. With our new
Al-powered mood detector,
we’re taking that experi-
ence to the next level by
offering personalised pizza
recommendations based
on our customers’ moods.
We're thrilled to bring this
innovative technology to
our customers and offer a
new and exciting way for
them to interact with our
brand. This is just one of
the many ways that wc'rc
striving to provide the best
possible service to our
customers and can't wait
to see their reactions!”

The Al-enablcd device gives pizza rec-
ommendations in both veg and non-vcg
variants from Pizza Hut’s new range of 10
exciting and unique flavours like M azedar
Makhni Panccr, Dhabe Da Kcecma, Checzy

the following Pizza Hut restaurants for a
limited period, following the below listed
schedule:

Store Schedule

Delhi

Janpath. New Delhi. May 10 to May 17
Sakct, New Delhi, May 19 to May 26

Bengaluru

Nexus Mall, Koramangala. Bengaluru. May
10 to May 17

Mantri Mail. Bengaluru. May 19 to May 26

Lucknow

West End Mall. Lucknow. May 29 to June 5

Engineering Crossing, Lucknow, June 7
to June 14

Chennai

Ashok Nagar Metro Station. Chennai
29 to June 5

Phoenix Market City, June 7 to June 14

May

Hyderabad

Sarath City Mall. Gachibowli
June 17 to June 24

GSM Mall. Miyapur Main Road. June 26
to July 3. (IANS)

Hyderabad
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The Cosmos and the origins of time and life

By Thomas Hcrtog

he laic physicist Stephen Hawking first
asked m: to work with him to develop
"a new quantum theory of the Big Bang"
in 1998. What started out as a doctoral projcct
evolved over some 20 years into an intense col-
laboration that ended only with his passing on
March 14 2018.

The enigma at the centre of our research
throughout this period was how the Big Bang
could have creited conditions so perfectly hos-
pitable to life. Our answer is being published
in a new book. On the Origin of Time: Stephen
Hawking’s Final Theory

Questions about the ultimate origin of the cos-
mos, or universe, take physics out of its com fort
zone. Yet this was exactly where Hawking liked
to venture. The prospect  or hope  to crack
the riddle of cosmic design drove much of Hawk-
ing's research in cosmology. “To boldly go where
Star Trek fearsto tread” was his motto and also
his screen saver.

Our shared scientific quest meant that we in-
evitably grew close. Being around him. one could
not fail to be influenced by his determination
and optimism that we could tackle mystifying
questions

He made me feel as if wc were writing our own
creation story, which, in a sense, wc did

In the old days, it was thought that the appar-
ent design of tie cosmos meant there had to be a
designer a God. Today, scientists instead point
to the laws of physics. These laws have a number
of striking life-engendering properties. Take the
amount of matter and energy in the universe, the
delicate ratios of the forces, or the number of
spatial dimensions.

Physicists have discovered that if you tweak
these properties ever so slightly, it renders the
universe lifeless. It almost feels as if the universe
is a fix - even a big one.

But where do the laws of physics comc from?
From Albert Einstein to Hawking in his earlier
work, most 20th-century physicists regarded
the mathematical relationships that underlie the
physical laws as eternal truths.

In this view, the apparent design of the cos-
mos is a matter of mathematical necessity. The
universe is the way it is bccausc nature had no
choice.

Around the turn of the 21st century, a differ-
ent explanation emerged. Perhaps wc live in a
multiverse, an enormous space that spawns a
patchwork of universes, each with its own kind
of Big Bang arid physics. It would make sense,
statistically, fcr a few of these universes to be
life-friendly

However, soon such multiverse musings got
caught in a spiial of paradoxes and no verifiable
predictions.

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

%lrthday Forecast
dar

Turning cosmology inside out

Can we do better? Yes, Hawking and 1 found
out, but only by relinquishing the idea, inher-
ent in multiverse cosmology, that our physical
theories can take a God’s-cyc view, a* if standing
outside the entire cosmos

It is an obvious and seemingly tautological
point: cosmological theory must account for the
fact that we exist within the universe. “We arc
not angels who view the universe from the out-
side.” Hawking told me. "Our theories arc never
decoupled from us.”

Wc set out to rethink cosmology from an ob-
server's perspective. This required adopting the
strange rules of quantum mechanics, which gov-
erns the microworld of particles and atoms.

According to quantum mechanics, particles
can be in several possible locations at the same
time a property callcd superposition. It is only
when a particle is observed that it (randomly)
picks a definite position. Quantum mechanics
also involves random jumps and fluctuations,
such as particles popping out of empty space and
disappearing again

In a quantum universe, therefore, a tangible
past and future emerge out of a haze of possibili-
ties by means of a continual proccss of observ-
ing. Such quantum observations don't need to be
carried out by humans. The environment or even
a single particle can "observe”
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Countless such quantum acts of observation
constantly transform what might be into what
does happen, thereby drawing the universe more
firmly into existence. And once something has
been observed, all other possibilities become
irrelevant.

We discovered that when looking back at the
earliest stages of the universe through a quan-
tum lens, there's a deeper level of evolution
in which even the laws of physics change and
evolve, in sync with the universe that is taking
shape. What’s more, this meta-evolution has a
Darwinian flavor.

Variation enters because random quantum
jumps cause frequent excursions from what's
most probable. Selection enters bccausc some
of these excursions can be amplified and frozen,
thanks to quantum observation.

The interplay between these two competing
forces - variation and selection in the primeval
universe produced a branching tree of physical
laws

The upshot is a profound revision of the fun-
damentals of cosmology. Cosmologists usually
start by assuming laws and initial conditions that
existed at the moment of the Big Bang, then con-
sider how today’s universe evolved from them.
But wc suggest that these laws are themselves
the result of evolution.

Dimensions, forces, and particic spccics trans-

mute and diversify in the furnace of the hot Big
Bang somewhat analogous to how biological
species emerge billions of years later and ac-
quire their effective form over time.

Moreover, the randomness involved means that
the outcome of this evolution  the specific set
of physical laws that makes our universe what it
is can only be understood in retrospect

In some sense, the early universe was a su-
perposition of an enormous number of possible
worlds. But we are looking at the universe today
at a time when humans, galaxies and planets ex-
ist. Tha means we see the history that led to our
evolution

We observe parameters with “lucky values".
But we ire wrong to assume they were somehow
dcsignclor always like that.

The trouble with time

The crux of our hypothesis is that, reasoning
backward in time, evolution towards more sim -
plicity and less structure continues all the way.

Ultimately, even time and. with it. the physical
laws fade away
This view is especially borne out of the ho-

lographic form of our theory. The “holographic
principle” in physics predicts that just as a ho-
logram appears to have three dimensions when
it is in fact encoded in only two dimensions, the
evolution of the entire universe is similarly en-
coded on an abstract, timeless surface

Hawking and 1 view time and causality as
“emergent qualities”, having no prior exis-
tence but arising from the interactions between
countless quantum particles. It's a bit like how
temperature emerges from many atoms moving
collectively, even though no single atom has
temperature.

One \entures back in time by zooming out and
taking a fuzzier look at the hologram. Eventually,
however, one loses all information encoded in the
hologram. This would be the origin of time « the
Big Bang.

For almost a century, we have studied the
origin cf the universe against the stable back-
ground of immutable laws of nature. But our
theory reads the universe's history from within
and as one that includes, in its earliest stages,
the genealogy of the physical laws. It isn't the
laws as such but their capacity to transmute that
has the final word.

Future cosmological observations may find
evidence of this. For instance, precision observa-
tions ofgravitational waves - ripples in the fabric
of spacctimc  may reveal signatures of some of
the early branches of the universe. If spotted.
Hawking's cosmological finale may well prove
to be his greatest scientific legacy

(The Conversation)

I The «juthor is professor o ftheoretical physics

atKV Leuven. Belgium/

The eco-friendly appeal
ofdry flower jewellery

Bv N. l.othunKbeni Humtsoe

increasingly important issue in the fashion

industry. Consumers are now more aware of
the environmental impact of their purchasing de-
cisions and arc seeking out eco-friendly options
One such option that has gained popularity in the
fashion world is dry flower jewellery.

Dry flower jewellery is made by preserv-
ing flowers in their natural form, without
the use of chemicals or dyes. The flowers
arc carefully selected and dried, then ar-
ranged and set in jewellery pieces. This
proccss creates unique and beautiful ac-
cessories that are both sustainable and
eco-friendly

“One of the main appeals of
dry flower jewellery is its
sustainability. Unlike tra-
ditional jewellery, which
often relics on the mining
of precious metals and
gemstoncs. dry flower
jewellery uses natural
and renewable materi-
als. The flowers used
in the jewellery arc
grown and harvested
in a sustainable man-
ner. without the use
of harmful chemi-
cals or pesticides
This means that the
production of dry
flower jewellery has
a much lower en-
vironmental impact
than traditional jew -
ellery,” Latika Ka-
poor. Head of Styling
March by FS Life, told
IANSlife.

Additionally, the pro-
duction process of dry
flower jewellery is much
more energy-efficient than
traditional jewellery making
The flowers are air-dried, which
requires no additional energy input.

The jewellery is then crafted by hand, fur-
ther reducing the energy needed to create each
piece

Another benefit of dry flower jewellery is
that it is biodegradable. Traditional jewellery,
particularly those made from non-biodcgradablc
materials like plastic and metal, can take hun-
dreds of years to break down in the environment.
In cuiitiaM, diy flowCl jew cliciy will dccumposc
naturally and return to the earth, leaving no harm-
ful waste behind.

I n recent years, sustainability has become an

“Dry flowerjewellery also offers a unique and
natural aesthetic that is increasingly popular in
the fashion world. The delicate and intricate pat-
terns of the flowers create a one-of-a-kind look
that cannot be replicated by traditional jewellery
materials. Each piece of dry flowerjewellery is a
work of art, reflecting the natural beauty of the
world around us.” adds Milind Mathur. Director.
Kohinoor Jewellers Agra
Moreover, the use of dry flowers in jewellery
making can also promote sustainability in the
flora industry. Flowers arc often discarded
after they have been used for bouquets or
events, contributing to waste and environmen-
tal pollution. By repurposing these flowers for
jewellery making, they can be given a
second life and their environmental
impact can be minimised
Furthermore, the use of dry
flowers in jewellery making
can also have a positive
impact on mental health
Studies have shown that
exposure to nature can
have a culming effcet on
the mind and body, re-
ducing stress and pro-
moting relaxation
By wearing jewel-
lery made from natu-
ral and preserved
flowers, individuals
can bring a piece
of nature with them
wherever they go
and experience these
calming effects
throughout the day
The demand for
sustainable fashion is
only expected to grow
in the coming years, and
dry flower jewellery is
poised to become a major
player in the industry. Not
only docs it offer a sustain-
able alternative to traditional
jewellery materials, but it also
provides a unique and natural aes-
thetic that is increasingly sought after
by consumers.

In conclusion, it offers a sustainable and beau-
tiful alternative to traditional jewellery materi-
als. It is versatile, biodegradable, and provides a
unique and natural aesthetic that is increasingly
popular in the fashion world.

By plomoting sustainability and reducing
environmental impact, dry flower jewellery is
[iuiMd lu Ucuuillc a majui playci in llic induMiy
and a favourite among eco-conscious consumers.
(IANSIife)
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Exit of big notes
BETTER laic than never! The halt to circulation
of Rs 2000 currency notes, announced by RBI
this past week was in the pipeline. For, a wrong
decision taken under pressure in 2016 lived out
its time before it was effectively rescinded ina

quiet manner now. The

very purpose ofthe note

ban announced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in November 2016 was majorly defeated
by the flooding of these highest denomination
notes in the market. If the principal aim of the
high-value currency note ban of Rs 500 and

Rs 1,000 notes was to

curb counterfeiting and

black money hoarding, the introduction o fthe Rs
2000 notes made these jobs easier for those who
indulged in such notorious acts. The Pakistani
angle was very pronounced too. For the govern-
ment and RBI. the printing o f Rs 2000 notes was
a matter of urgency as banks and markets were
starved of currency notes for circulation in the
immediate aftermath ofthe notes ban. RBI says
it had stopped the printing of the Rs 2000 notes
by 2018-19 and that some 89 per cent of these
notes had been released prior to March, 2017.
This amounted to an admission that a wrong
step had to be taken in the introduction of this
high-value currency. Under these circumstances,
the government and RBI would have been well-
advised to lake one more risk and withdraw this
currency long ago in the long-term interests of

the nation.

The nation needs to wait and see how the
present scenario would pan out. Those ruling
the black money market arc big sharks and they
arc generally smarter than those who man the
governments in a massively corrupt nation. In
2016. these sharks found several loopholes and
exploited then to theiradvantage. Many ofthem
in ajiffy converted their hoarded money into
gold by hurried or even back-dated purchase
of gold etc or by manipulations with banking
managers, temple managements ctc. With the
steady rise in prices of gold, those who pur-
chased gold then benefited hugely in the com-
ing years. This time, a rule is that only 10 notes
can be exchanged for other notes at a time ina
bank: and rules are also in place wherein larger
transactions in any deal would require quoting
of PAN number. Those who resort to alterna-
tive means to unload the hoarded money would
eventually be made to explain the source from
which they made the money and they will have
to pay the taxes thereof. The government is also
making efforts sincc 2016 to encourage digital

payment vi

-a-vis currency transactions. Im-

pressively, this is happening now even in retail
purchases. That is the ultimate way to check
the menace of counterfeit currency and black

money hoarding.
d
Compensatory
implementation
of Roster System
violates State
Reserv ation Policy
Editor,

The Reservation Policy
as per the Resolution dated
January 12. 19°2 provided
among other things. 40%
reservation for Khasi Jaintia,
40% reservation for Garo,
5% reservation for other
STs and SCs. aul 15% un
reserved posts.

The most interesting de-
tail in the said Resolution is
the concession alTorded to
each of the above protected
community in such eases
when: nocligibc candidate
can be rccruitedbecause the
fraction of the posts as per
the above percentage, is less
than 0.5. Tliis ti'cans that if.
in a particular year, there
arc two numbcrofposts for
a particular cadre, then the
fraction of those posts for
Khasi Jaintia and Garo will
be 40% of the two posts,
which comes to a fraction
of 0.8 each, which can be
rounded ofT to 1. meaning
those two posts will each be
allotted to Garo and Khasi
Jaintia. The frac ionof those
two posts for Olher STs and
SCs will be 5% of the two
posts, which comes to a frac-
tion 0f 0.1, meaning no can-
didate will be rccruited from
this category. Thedcficicncy
forOtherwill becarried over
to the next year.

However, the

for a minimum fraction of
0.4 of the number of posts.
1I: that community is under
represented in that particular
cadre for which the posts are
advertised as for example,
if in a particular year, there
is one post for a particular
cadre. The fraction of that
one post for Khasi-Jaintia
and Garo will be 40% of
that one post, which will be
0.4 each. So, in such a case,
concession will be made to
that community which is
under-represented in that
particular cadrc. meaning the
post will go to cither Khasi
Jaintia or Garo. whichever
is under-represented and the
deficiency for the other cat-
egories will be carried over
to the next year. And if. in a
particular year, the number
of posts fora particular cadre
is 8 then tlic fraction of the
eight posts for cach of the
protected community will
be 3.2 for Khasi-Jaintia, 3.2
for Garo and 0.4 for Other
STsand SCs. Insuch a case,
there would normally be
a deficiency for the Other
category that may be carried
over to the next year, but if
the Other category is under
represented in that particular
cadre, that 0.4 fraction will
be rounded offto I. meaning
one post will go to the Other
category. This will create
deficiency from one of the
other categories, which will
be carried over to the next
year

Now. is this detail of the
Resolution being taken into
account by the Government
even in the midst of this

provided that concession
may he made for any of the
above protected community.

tion. in cadres where Khasi
Jaintia or Others arc under
represented?

Government and the ADCs vis-a-vis the
Constitution 125th Amendment Bill 2019

For the majority of the

North Eastern states of the

country, the Constitution

125th Amendment Hill of

2019 which deals with re-

organising and empowering

the District Councils, ought
to be a very crucial piece
of legislation. The Bill was
introduced to commemorate
the seventieth anniversary
of the Republic of India,
and more importantly, it will
have a significant impact on
how the district councils,
villages, towns, and citics
in these hill states arc man-
aged in the future. While the
Bill is a crucial one. neither
the state government, nor
the district councils, or the
general public have debated
overit. Unfortunately, neither
universities nor colleges have
held a debate on the subject.

Even the state's political

parties, both national and re-

gional. have not discussed the

Bill or its possible cITccts on

the area if it becomes law.
Government pawing
the Duck to tlie District

Councils

*Flic Shillong Times issue

dated April 25 reported that
the government has asked
the three autonomous district
councils to suggest recom-
mendations and changcs
to be incorporated in the
draftamendment to the Sixth
Schedule. Prestone Tynsong,
the Deputy Chicf Minister
in charge of District Council
Affairs, who was a profes-
sional debater during the
election campaign, has no
suggestions to incorporate
into the Bill. One can also
question if he (or any MP.
MLA, or MIX', for that
matter) even had the time to
read the prospective law. Hie
Minister in Charge of District
Council Affairs docs not
realise that the government
is an equal stakeholder and
has an important role to play
in the proccss. The question
is: why is the government
unable to organise a meeting
between the Chiefs of the
District Councils and mem-
bersoftlicpublic to debate at
length on this very important
legislation? What is the State
I'aw Department or the<* State
Law Commission doing?
Why didn't the government
involve them too? O f what
use is the Department o f Dis-
trict Council Affairs if it can
do nothing when a concern
about such important legisla-
tion is raised?

The three ADCs and their
contentions on the Bill
Reports in the press give

one an idea that one of the

disagreements that district
councils have on the Bill is
the introduction of a village

Moreover, the Resolu-
tion provides that in any
particular year, the number
of normal vacancies plus
the backlog vacancies that
are carried over for any of
the above protected com-
munities. shall not exceed
90% of the total vacancies.
Is this being followed in
the midst of this compensa-
tory implementation of the
Reservation policy? O is it
the case that in some recent
recniitment(s), 100% of the
vacancies were allotted to
one particular community?

Lastly, there is confusion
prevailing over the provision
of the Resolution that the
backlog vacancics shall be
carried over for no more than
one year. Docs that provision
actually nullify any compen-
satory or retrospective imple-
mentation? If no, then what
is the justification? What in
that Resolution even allows
for any retrospective imple-
mentation. when it clcarly
provides that no backlog
shall be taken into account
for more than one year2 The
High Courtjudgement dated
April 05.2022 instructed the
government to implement a
Roster System in the spiritof
the Reservation policy. This
compensator)’ implementa-
tion is opposite to the spirit
and the provisions of the
Resolution. The retrospec-
tive implementation should
not even be a consideration
at this point. Mas there been
any ruling from the Court to
make reparations or compen-
sation for the laxity in the
past? No.

Yours etc.,
Kitdor H. Blah.
shillong

By // // Mohrmen

council, which they fear will
dilute the powers and func-
tions o fthe traJitional village
administrative system prac-
ticed in the stale. Point taken,
but isn't it immature for the
ADCs tojust raise objections
to a section of the Bill with-
out offering any suggestions
on the issuesraised? The state
docs have an existing Village
Administrative System, but is
it a perfect model of grass-
roots administration? There
is still scope to improve the
institution of the Dorbar
Shnong, and people who
work with these organisations
know where the gaps arc
Hence, the government and
the district councils should
take this as an opportunity
to address these lacunae
and present their case with
the conccmed ministry. The
other issue tint the District
Councils in Meghalaya raised
is that of the minor tribes in
their respective areas, which
also needs to be debated as
the issue is notsomething that
one can just wish away.
The Bill and empowering
the village administrative
system

The statement of objccts
and reasons of the bill is dear
which is that here is a need
to relook at the provisions
of the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution, which deal
with administration of the
tribal areas in die states o fAs-
sam. Meghalaya. Mizoram,
and Tripura through district
councils and regional coun-
cils. Although the councils
were vested with legislative
powers, theirown sources of
taxation and even the power
to administer their justice
and administrative systems,
there is a need to re-examine
the Schedule ofthe Constitu-
tion. especially in light o f the
Constitution iScventy-third
Amendment) Act. 1992, and
the Constitution (Seventy-
fourth Amendment) Act.
1992. It was observed that
the two Acts, which arc not
applicable to the Sixth Sched-
ule areas, have brought a
considerable devolution of
powers to local bodies in the
other parts of the country
in comparison with local
bodies in the Sixth Schedule
areas. The Dorbar Shnongs
are less empowered than the
Panchayati Raj Institutions
which function in other parts
of the country
Administration of urban

areas in Ihe region

Another viry important
section of the Bill is with re-
gards to the administration o f
urban areas. Administration

Roster System
Vrs Reservation
Policy

Editor.

On going through sev-
eral news reports, articles
and letters to editor of your
esteemed daily, it appears
there is a conflict between
the Roster System and the
clause 2 of tie tenns. rules
and conditions of the first
and original Reservation
Policy notified vide No. PER
222/71/1J8dated. 12th Janu-
ary 1972.

How can there be a ros-
ter system, when the terms
and conditions of the above
reservation policy clcarly
stipulated in clause 2 that, " If
sufficient number o f suitable
candidates foi filling up the
reserved vacancics arc not
available from respective
classcs in any canicular year,
then such vacancics will be
available to others" (means
cither qualified Garo or Kha-
si-Jaintia candidates), which
also implies that if there arc
no suitable or qualified Garo
candidates, their quota should
be filled up by the Khasi-
Jaintia who are suitable and
qualified for such vacant
posts and vicc versa.

In the same clause it is
stipulated that. “The defi-
ciency in the ST and SC will
be carried forward to next
recruitment year but shall
not be carried forward for
more than ayearand afterex-
piry of the second year these
reservations (i.e., shortage
of either Garo or Khasi and
Jaintia ST) shall be treated
ae "Lapsed". These terms
and condition’, arc simple to

of urban areas in Meghalaya
is unclearas the Municipal is
a state subject. The Bill clears
all doubts as it envisages
keeping the administration of
urban areas under the District
Councils. It is foreseen that
within a period of one year
from the date of commence-
ment o fthe Act, cach district
council shall establish village
councils for a village or a
group of villages in the rural
areas and municipal councils
for an urban area or an ag-
glomeration o fsuch urban ar-
eas in the district. As villages
arc grow ing and the borders
ofsome villages overlap with
one another, it is imperative
that these villages be treated
as one administrative unit.
This particular section of the
Bill addresses that issue. The
ease in point is Jowai, which
is in reality a municipality in
name only.

Direct funding to the

District Councils

It was noted that there is
currently no provision for
the Finance Commission
established pursuant in the
Article 280 of the Constitu-
tion toprovide separate funds
for the autonomous District
Councils in Sixth Schedule
territories. Asa result, theau-
tonomous District Councils
have poor socio-economic
infrastructure. The Bill would
amend Article 280 of the
Constitution to add provi-
sions for increasing a state’s
consolidated fund to comple-
ment the District Councils'
resources, including vil-
lage councils and municipal
councils in the tribal regions
within the states covered by
the Sixth Schedule. It will,
however, be on the basis of
the recommendations made
by the Finance Commissions
of tlic said states.

Increasing the strength

of the House

Tlic Bills also sought to
increase the strength of the
Councils with the objective
of improving female repre-
sentation in these Councils:
italso made provision for the
governor to nominate female
members to the House. The
Bill also requires the intro-
duction ofa provision in the
Constitution providing for
the disqualification ofclccted
members on the grounds of
defection. The much-debated
“barn armaloi* will come to
an end as no more double
membership will be allowed
in the future. The Bill envis-
ages that if an clccted mem-
ber of the District Council
is clected to the Lok Sabha
or the State Legislature his

understand. Then why did
the High Level incumbents
who are members o fthe meet
while discussing the Roster
System, cunningly avoided
these important clauses?
What docs “Lapse” mean in
this clause? It means Ihat the
shortage o fcither Khasi-Jain-
tia or Garo against the vacan-
cics already advertised and
filled up, the shortfall of ST
Garo or Khasi-Jaintia bccamc
null and void or invalid. It
also means that the vacancics
arc filled up equally by 40%
Garo and 40% Khasi-Jaintia
candidates. So by hypothesis
and meaning of the terms
of the Reservation Policy
pointed out above, all STs of
Meghalaya arc equally rep-
resented in the recruitment
ofany posts or vacancics and
there is no backlog at all.

According tomy view the
question is where therc isany
necessity of having a Roster
System when wc are equally
represented amongst the Garo
ST and Khasi-Jaintia ST can-
didatesas per the above terms
and conditions which arc still
in force? Orshould the above
notification and its terms and
conditions be annulled and
abrogated to pave the way for
implementation ofthe Roster
system which tantamount to
abolition and cancellation of
the entire reservation policy.
As a result, therefore 80%
should be an open competi-
tion for all STs in Meghalaya
irrespective of rich or poor or
who is more backward than
other ST, the letter and spirit
of the terms and conditions
be abrogated and expunged
to pave the way for the Roster
system.

seat in the District Council
shall become vacant after
the expiration ofa period of
fourteen days from the date
ofpublication of the declara-
tion in the Gazette of India
or in the Official Gazette of
the State from where he has
been clected.
District Planning
Committee

The Bill also requires
that cach District Council
establishes a District Plan-
ning Committee which will
comprise members from the
District Council1Regional
Council, village council as
well as from the municipal
council. The role of the DPC
is to create a development
plan for the districtas awhole
and also address other issues
Itis alsoenvisioned in the Bill
that the Committee needs to
be presented to the Governor
for his assent before it starts
functioning.

lire role of the state

The state government can-
it wash its hands of the nr-
tiviiicsofthc District Council,
as the Department of District
Council affairs is under the
state government. In fact, the
Bill also envisages that the
superintendence, direction,
and control of the prepara-
tion ofelectoral rolls for and
the conduct ofall elections to
the District Council. Regional
Council. VillageCouncil and
Municipal Council is vested
in a State Election Commis-
sion appointed by the Gover-
nor for that state.

The Bill needs extensive
discussion

The Constitution of India
Amendment (One Hundred
and Twenty-fifth Amend-
ment) Bill. 2019. will amend
Article 280 ofthe Constitution
to allow the Finance Com-
mission to suggest actions
to increase the Consolidated
Fund of the States in order to
supplement resources for the
Sixth Schedule

z

Brewing a
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‘Sha- saw’

in Shillong

By Sujil Kumar Mohunty

As the ocntl light of Sun-

day morningfilters through our

curtains, and we find solace in

the comforting embrace o four

belovedcup oftea. let us pause

and immerse ourselves in the
of

estry of self-discovery and
societal integration. It serves
asa conduit for shaping one's
unique identity and decipher-
ing their rightful niche in
the intricate web of human

Tea Day observed on May
21 every \car. According to
ancicnt talci. the wise Chinese
Emperor Siicn Nung discov-
ered tea some 5.000 years ago
when during a serendipitous
moment, a solitaty leafgrace-

Food, initssym-
bolic language, imparts subtle
messages about social class,
ethnic heritage, chosen way
of life, and the multifaceted
positions oilc*assumes within
the social fabric.

In the hills of Shillong,
where lime

fully waflet ini
simmering cauldron of water.
T hisastonishment, Ienoticed
that this seemingly ordinary
leaf not only enhanced the
flavour of lie water but also
bestowed tpon hint a revital-

own unhurried pace, the unas-
suming ‘Sha-savv' takes on
diverse forms under the gentle
liandsoftlie Khasi. Jaintia.and
Garocommunities. Within the
humble teacup, an array of
subtle nuances

izing energy, as if
hissenses. Tlic re?*as we know
is history.

The formal introduction of
tea to the Indian subcontinent
came with the British, who
were resolute in their endea-
vour to challenge China's tea
monopoly. Kccugiiil.iui: the
favourable Indian soil and
weather conditions for tea
cultivation, they embarked
on establishing tea gardens in
the region. In 1776. English
botanist. Sir Joseph Banks,
advocated for tea cultivation
in India. By 1780, Robert
Kyd condictcd experiments
with tea cultivation, using
seeds fron a consignment
that purportedly arrived from
China. A fesvdecades later, an
intriguing (iscovery unfolded
as Mr. Robert Bmcc stumbled
uponwild «a plants flourishing
in the scenic Upper Brahma-
putra Valley. In a noteworthy
milestone, he first Indian tea
from .Assam was sent to Eng-
land for public sale in the May.
1823. Although the year 1972
witnessed the separation of
Meghalaya from its Assamese
roots, the bi»nd between these
two states remains intricately
woven, akin to an inseparable
umbilical cord.

one brew from another a
sprinkle of black pepper, a
pinchofdistinclion. weavinga
tapestry o fflavours that minor
the essence o f the land.

While the fragrant brew
of Red Tea graces countless
le<if>ut:«<H;jossoui vast nation,
a hint of lemon often finds
its way into the unassuming
concoction, bestowing upon
ita tantalizing tangy twist.
Yet.inthiscomerofShillong,
where simplicity reigns and
resources are scarce, such
luxuries remain elusive to the
common souls. Adding lemon
juice isa distant dream, a cost-
ly indulgence reserved for the
privileged few who tread the
lofty paths of affluence. For
ina land besieged by rampant
inflation, poverty's clutches,
unemployment's grip, and the
echocsofcliauvinistic fervour,
the fanciful pleasures are but
fleeting mirages, visible only
to those unburdened by the
harsh realities of the masses.
Thus, the humble ‘Sha-savv'
continues tobrew inthe kitch-
ensofShillong, unaffected by
the whims of opulence.

There also emerges a no-
table tea variation in Shillong,
gracing the quaintsweetshops

Councils, Village Councils,
and Municipal Councils. It
also moves to changc the
names of the current au-
tonomous district councils to
territorial councils. Addition-
ally. it aims to increase the
number of District Council
scats and reserve at least two
of those scats for women. It
also seeks to establish the
Territorial Council in placcof
the Autonomous Council and
to create the State Finance
Commissions in the States
having the Sixth Schedule.
Therefore, the public needs
to be made aware o fthe move
to amend this very important
part of the Constitution after
(he Bill has been thoroughly
discussed.

Yours cte,
Svetlana Wankhar
Via email

Meghalaya’s
Reservation
Policy

Editor,

Apropos of W R Khar-
lukhi's question. "Where in
the Constitution docs it say
that population is the criterion
for determining the reserva-
tion policy?" it may be re-
minded that the Gov ernment
of India has been reserving
posts in services for the SCs
and STs based on the percent-
age of those communities
separately to the total popula-
tion of Indiaas recorded in the
decennial censuses.

After the 1951 ccnsus
15.05% o fposts was reserved
for SCs and 6.3%, for STs.
After the 1961 ccnsus. 15%
of posts was reserved for
SCs and 7.5% for STs. This
continues till date, perhaps,
as there has been no changc

Tea second
most quaffed elixir after water,
holds a significance that sur-
passes mere refreshment. The
burgconingtea culture that lias
taken roots inShillong beckons
a profound exploration into its
intricate so<io-cultural fabric.

One of ihe 20th century’s
most important political phi-
losopher John Rawls had said
that “if you want to judge the
quality ofa food culture don't
look at its finest restaurants and
best food. Look to its low-end.
Look to iLsitreet carts.”

The burgeoning cafes that
sprout like mushrooms in the
charming town o fShillong do
notgive a rue insight into the
tea culture that breathes life
into this land. These modern-
day replicas, reminiscent ofa
poE-cok>nial era. often serve as
symbols of social standing and
distinction. While these fancy
establishments may provide a
temporary respite for tourists
seeking solace, the numerous
small shads scattered across
Shillong in spite of evoking
doubts regarding the quality
offareand lie meticulousncss
of hygiene maintained within
are (lie places to be. A non-na-
live may easily be fooled into
thinking atom the quality- and
genuineness of these places.
But in reality, these places
offer a wonderful sneak-peak
into_the so:io-cultural fabric
of Shillong and moreover
North East

Throughout Shillong, the
prevailing :lixir of choice is
noik* other Ihan the renowned
Red Tea. affectionately known
as 'Sha-saw'. Its humble es-
sence is devoid of extrava-
gance. bearitg ad istiiKt British
charm as tie tea leaves grace-
fully dancc within a kettle,
nestled atop a bed of glowing
charcoal. T.iis is tea in its pur-
est. most unadorned form. The
allure of tlis tea variety lies
in the scarcity of water that is
predominant in Shillong. Its
preparation demands little ef-
fortin cleansing the vessel, for
itis a simple aftair. Toenhance

p managed by
the entrepreneurial non-na-
tives hailing from Rajastltan.
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar.
This tea variety bears a dis-
tinct identity, offering a more
structured experience with an
expanded menu. It incorpo-
rates a delightful blend of tea.
milk, cardamom, and ginger,
meticulously combined to
elevate the taste and flavour.
While this particular tea style
may be prevalent in otl>er re-
gions o findia. it isa relatively
recent addition to the social
and cultural fabric ol'Shillong,
bestowing upon it a fiesh and
enticing allure.

Inapaper titled "Interpret-
ing Contemporary Christiani-
ty; Global Processesand Local
Identities”. John Parratt pro-
vides insights into the unique
characteristics of the North-
East region of India. Nearly
tvvo-fifthsofprescnt-it'iy India
was never directly colonized
by the British Empire.

India’s North-East region
stands apart from titc rest of
the sub-continent. ltspeople, in
contrail to tlic preekiminantly
Aryan-Dravidian population
in the heartlands of India are
ethnically Mongoloidand Aus-
tro-Asiatic having migrated
from the cast. Their languages
belong to the Tibcto-Bumian/
Mon Khmer language group,
distinct from Sanskrit. Cultur-
ally. despite some influence
from the Indian sub-continent,
the region sluires more simi>
lariticswvith East Asian cultures.
Historically, it was never part
of the major empires in the
sub-continent and Itad limited
involvement in tlx; Indian Con*
gressstraggle forindependence.
Following India'sineiepcnelcnce
in 1947. tlic region's ethnic,
historical, and cultural differ-
ences were further reinforced
by geographical isolation. Tliis
isolation was cxaceibatcd by a
narrow form ofcthno-centrism
tliatviewed the I lindi-speaking
“Atyan’ tradition as the only-
valid representation of Indian-
ness. C: the region

in the of those
communities to the total
population of India respec-
tively. Reservation of posts
for OBCs has been done on
estimation oftheir population
to the total population of India
as their population is not col-
lccted by censuses.

Had the Government of
Meghalaya followed the Cen-
tral Government method, they
would not have had to handle
the present situation, which,
who knows, may turn into
a law and order problem in
the future.

Yourscte
A. Pyrtuh.
Shillong-14

its ,atouchof
milk is introduced, carefully
poured frail a tetra pack. It
is worthy to note that milk is
usually- not added in a boiled
form. The use of charcoal fire
serves as i testament to the
profound connection with in-
digenous rrcthods. distancing
oneself from tlic clamour of
moelem ga* stoves, a luxury-
out of reaclt for many. Small
stalls emerge effortlessly even
in the harshest terrains, a testa-
ment to the simplicity of this
cherished brew.

In the profound realm of
human existence, the concept
of food as communication
permeates the intricate tap-

faced pressures to conform to
the dominant ‘culture of the
Hindi covv-belt’duc to integra-
tionist policies Inat persisted
until relatively recently.
Though the blending of
milk into tea in Shillong may
seem like a subtly- nuanced
reality, it is the amalgamation
ofa non-native culture into die
indigenous stronghold which
isseeking tostrive for purity in
aworld wliere physical bound-
aries can no longer stop the
transfer of thoughts and ideas,
thereby creating a new socio-
cultural milieu.
(Theauthorcan bereached
atMijitadmaxmaiLam )
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“Facts :ire stubborn, butstatistics

are morepliable

Mark Twain

The Shillong Times

shim.<>x<:tvism>av. may is . lory

Heritage turns to ashes
THE KJPGirls'Higher Secondary School, Mawkhar
went up in flames thereby obliterating every bit of
its 13 1years old rich legacy. In 2001 the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly building was similarly gutted
because of a slvort circuit. The reasons for the KIJP
School fire are not yet known but considering that
it's largely a waoden structure even a small spark
can start a fire. The timing at which the conflagra-
tion happened was also when the world was asleep
and those in charge of fire tenders too would have
taken time to respond. But having responded they
were obstructed by thc narrow passage into thc
school building premises and this has been thc story
with fire tender*. In November 2019 a 117 year old
church at Qualapatty areas was also reduced to ashes
evidently because of a short circuit, which is nearly

always the culprit.

One by one Shillong’s legacy is going up in
flames. We can never know what’s the next build-
ing that will turn into an inferno. Ilowevcr, there are
some things tha can be done but are not done in a
systematic manner. Some years ago the Indian Na-
tional Trust for Artand Cultural Heritage (INTACH)
with its headquarters in Delhi had. under the Presi-
dentship of (L)AH Scott Lyngdoh in collaboration
with the State Government identified certain heritage
buildings in Shillong to be maintained and restored
so that they are adequately protected from fires

through sustained maintenance. Thiseffort

(SI1X)

Review of reservation policy: Whither life
Is it possible or desirable?

With nearly all political
parties having expressed sat-
isfaction on the issue of thc
implementation o f the roster
system for jobs, the issue
that has raised a lot of fear
and uncertainty over the last
few months is almost over.
I say almost becausc the is-
sue of reviewing reservation
policy remains, spearheaded
by only one political party,
with the rest not keen to raise
the issue. And there isa good
reason for thatas well. There
isa fear notjust of creating
inter-ethnic animosity be-
tween the Khasi-Jaintia and
the Garo. butalso of putting
at risk the benefits that both
currently enjoy under the
present policy. These arc
very genuine concerns and
the fear o f both coming true
isvery high. Wc have already
seen the conscquenccs of
mistrust playing out in Ma-
nipur. As for the second. |
will discuss it in greater de-
tail in this article. But before
coming lo luil, il will be fail
to understand the arguments
made by those who are argu-
ing for a review.

The demand for review-
ing the current reservation
policy is based on the argu-
ment that the Khasi-Jaintia
should have a higher share
because of their larger share
of the total tribal population
(46% as compared to 31%
of thc Garo). as reported in
thc 2011 Census. This, it
is argued, is based on die
Resolution of the Reserva-

fell by the wayside. Today INTACH has become a
Shillong-based elite club that has lost focus. Heri-
tage buildings don’t seem to feature on its agenda
and yet heritage buildings of which the Raj Bhavan
isa significant one arc the characteristic features of
Shillong. There are heritage buildings in Sohra and
other places in the Stale which are lying in a state of

disrepair. Thc question is

what is INTACII doing

if not what is their mandate?

It is time for the State Government to come up
with an action plan to conserve these heritage build-
ings or what’s left of them. Equally important is
for the State Fire Service to reinvent itself to meet
thc needs of this heavily congested city. Knowing
fully well that :hc fire tenders cannot acccss large
parts of the localities, the Government ought to
have got smaller vehicles that can maneuver their
way into these narrow lanes and by-lanes to save
lives and properties and above all history. That all
the documents and books of the School have also
turned to ashes is a painful thought for those that
set up the institution and gave their sweat and tears
in building up its physical infrastructure and intel-
lectual wealth. Time for thc Government to review
the State Fire Scrvice and comc up with a better

response system.

Lessons to be
learnt from
KJP Girls’ fire
incident

Editor,

The gutting down of the
liciiLige building ImuMiiglhe
KJIPGirls' Higher Secondary
School at Mission Com-
pound is a matter of shame
and regret for all ofus. Not
only that thc fire could per-
haps have been prevented,
but the fact that th; building
could not be saved even
when frantic calls were made
to the Police hoursbefore the
building took down other
heritage structures, before
finally turning everything
into ashes, calls for some
serious introspection

We have already lost too
many heritage buildings and
some precious lires to fire
incidents in the past, and
in most cases tie police/
fire-fighters arc just helpless
as it is impossible for their
lire trucks to reach most of
these areasdue to ihe narrow'
roadsand haphazard on-road
parking that is a humungous
problem foranyone to solve
Weall dread to inuginc as to
what would happen if any
major fire incident breaks
out in congested localities
ofShillong in localities with
narrow roads and undis-
ciplined residents and car
owners/drivers. Perhaps the
police department need to re-
think on their strategy and to
sec if other unconventional

measures can be undertaken
to prevent or rather to be
more prepared forany future
eventualities.

Considering that the ma-
jority ofareas and localities
in and around Shillong are
unreachable for their fire
trucks, perhaps itis time that
the department and thc gov-
ernment considers engaging
helicopters in fighting fire
incidentsin the city. 1 believe
itisnotsuchan illogical idea
to use helicopters to spray
water or other flame retar-
dants on such buildings, con-
sidering that with the avail-
able technology this can be
done strategically. Such fire
extinguisherscan be dropped
with pinpointaccuracy. This
will go a long way in saving
precious lives and averting
massive damage and loss to
properties.

Another step that needs
some serious pondering is
the disaster management
strategy. What we have Icamt
from this incident is that
those young hostellers were
calling their families during
those wee hours narrating
about the fire engulfing their
school while some of them
were crying for their parents
to comc and get them away
from the scene. I things are
allowed to go on like this, it
might lead to panic reactions
from family members, which
again is another recipe for
more disaster.

We all appreciate and
acknowledge thc quick and
responsible responses and
reactions from the residents
of Mission Compound dur-

tion Policy as p

by the Government of Me-
ghalaya on January 12.1972,
In that resolution, it has been
stated that "in of

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

jobs (services), not demog-
raphy. But what thc clause
does mention, which is also
used by the resolution issued
by thc government of Me-
ghalaya, is the inadequacy
of representation in thejobs
In 1971, the total ST popula-
tion was80%tK hasi-Jaintia.
Garo. and other groups). but
for sure, their representa-
tion in government services
would not have reflected that.
Therefore, thc early leaders
justified the S0% reserva-
tion based on the state’s ST
population on the ground
of inadequate representa-
tion, although the issue of
demography was not itself
mentioned in the Constitu-
tion. This sleight of hand can
be termed a mistcrstroke for
creating the conditions re-
quired to ensure that the local
indigenous peoples will take
care of the administration of
the state, ensuring that it is
amenable to their concerns.
But while thismove ensured
the protection of the rights
of the Khasi-Jaintia and
the Garo. it t>ok away thc
rights of other ST groups in
the suite.

Hie 2011 Census revealed
that Khasi-Jaintia constitutes
46% and thc Garo around
31% of the total population
i, 77% ofth” total popula-
tion in the suite. So. when it
comes to jobs, thc 3% that
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo
are enjoying iscoming from
those meant for thc minor
STgroups. Th; 2011Census
also revealed that thc non-
ase H

Clause 4 of Art. 16 of the
Constitution and keeping
in view thc inadequacy of
representation of these com-
munities in thc services un-
der thc autonomous State of
Meghalaya in terms of their
population, consistent with
tlie maintenance ofefficiency
inadministration, the follow-
ing reservation shall be made
of thc Scheduled Tribes and
Scheduled Castes in posts
and services in connection
with the affairs o f Meghalaya
which are filled by direct
recruitment”, i.e., 40% each
for the Khasi-Jaintia and the
Garo with 5% for thc other
Scheduled Tribes. There are
certain issues that need to be
discussed when reading this
passage.

To begin with, thc reso-
lution makes reference to
Clause 4 of Art. 16 of thc
Constitution, which men-
tions that the state can make
provisions for the reservation
of appointments or posts in
favour of backward classcs
ofcitizens that, in the opinion
ofthc state, are not adequate-
Iy represented in the services
under the state. The focus
here ison backwardness and
a lack of representation in

ing this incident which is
why the girls were in a much
betterstate and situation than
what it would have been
without the intervention.
Perhaps their actions in that
very crucial hour have saved
lives and prevented trauma
whose impact we will never
know, but Ibelieve the State
or District Disaster Man-
agement team need more
coordination with thc local
Dorbars and to impart more
training and disaster man-
agement skills. During such
situations, it would have
been much betterifa team of
callers is involved to speak to
parents and families of thc
victims, where they would
be professionally informed
about the incident while as-
suring them of the safety of
theirwards. Thiswill prevent
panic reactions while at the
same time assuring thc vic-
tims that they have help and
assistance in thc situation
For this to happen, wc need
well-coordinated efforts
from all ends, which can
only be ensured if members
of the localities arc regularly
trained and reminded of thc
do’s and don’ts during such
incidents.
| believe these arc not
overstretched ideas or sug-
gestions. even as | appreci-
ate the efforts put in by
the Police Department, the
Disaster Management team
and particularly the Dorbar
Shnong Mission Compound
in this case.
Yoursetc.,
Wanshan B Khardcwsaw
Shillong -2

the state, i.e.. ihe non-tribals
have been experiencing a
decline in their population
since 1971. Tleir population
has declined from 19.52% in
1971 to 13.85%in 2011 This
means that while the popula-
tion of minor ST groups is
almost 10%ofthe total popu-
lation. they are getting only
5% o fthe reservation, or haif
of what they deserve based
on the population figures.
So while population logic
has rewarded one group, i.e.,
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo, it
has punished the other, i.e..
the minor ST groups. This
might seem likea very minor
issue, but it has the potential
to create complications when
the case of the review of the
reservation policy goes to
court. It is naive to imagine
that Garo will not file a legal
appeal if the rurrent policy
is reviewed. Ifthe issue goes
to court, there will be many
more complications that may
arise

The first problem that
might arise is the creative
use of Clause 40 f Article 16
of the Constitution, which
might be scrutinised by the
courts in greater detail. Res-

Final solution
to the tribal
question in

Manipur

Editor,

There was no Pulitzer
Prize winning photogra-
pher to capture thc moment,
when three tribal daily wage
labourers were left to die
by their executioners on
Imphal’s airport road on the
May 4, last. One of them had
his feet shackled to a stone
boulder, givii'g him no room
to fight for his life, offered to
the mercy of incoming heavy
vehiclesand he dark crows
of Imphal that feasted on that
fateful day

Similarto .he tribal cause
in Manipur, after being sent
off for post-nwrtem. the light
of Lazarus shone on him.
However hisothertwo com-
panions who were crucified
on the asphalt of National
Highway No.2 met an end
for having names that were
an ‘outsider' u thc populace
of the State's capital

Manipur, in a span of
8 years, from 2015 when
the so- called government
introduced tlrec Anti-Tribal
Bills, to the current debacle
reflects the aticrity at which
the slate's swial fabric has
been torn and torched and
how it progressed from burn-
ing legislators homes to
a full-fledged communal
showdown.

Toxicity has filled thc
minds ofmenwhocan think

ervations will remain, but
the court might ask. “Why
do thc Khasi-Jaintia want
more reservations?” They
might also ask, “Does their
demand stem from thc fact
that their representation in
the services has been inad-
equate’?” The answer to this
isgoing to be very tricky. The
whole uproar over whether
the roster system is going to
be prospective or retrospec-
tive from the Khasi-Jaintia
is that it will lead to more
jobs going to thc Garos in
the future. The question is,
“Why would that happen?”
If the Reservation Policy
mandates that 40% of the
jobs are reserved for Khasi-
Jaintia and Garo. thc issue of
the roster being prospective
or retrospective docs not
arise. However, it has been
acknowledged that because
of the Garo inability to till
up their seats, the major-
ity of thc jobs have actually
gone to the Khasi-Jaintia.
which includes those from
the minor ST groups as well.
So, ifa roster is prepared and
it has to apply from 1972 to
bring about equal representa-
tion in thc realm of services,
Garo might possibly get
more scats in future sincc
they arc under-rcpresentcd.
So, the court might observe
that the demand for review-
ing the reservation policy
is not about bringing parity
based on population but to
maintain thc dominance of
one group over the other.
Since the policy of reserva-
tion is meant to uplift those
who arc unrepresented and
marginalised, one wonders
what the court might make
of this finding

There are many possible
scenarios that might play out
oncc the court has looked
at all the issues. The first is
that the court may rule that
any changc in the original
scheme must be undone.
In this scenario, thc system
goes back to the 40:40:5:15
formula. Thc other scenario
is that (he court might decide
that since the Constitution
does not talk about popula-
tion size and the formula
used in Meghalaya has dis-
torted thc original meaning
ofthe passage from thc Con-
stitution. the old reservation
policy should be dismantled
and a new one formulated
with the reservation cap set
at50%. This will be based on
the 1992 judgment of Indra
Sawlmcy v. Union of India,
which directed that reserva-
tions granted under Ariiclc
16(4) should not cross fifty
percent, except in excep-
tional circumstances.

Some who will argue that
after the Supreme Court up-
held the validity of the quota

and reason, that one com-
munity's version of peace
and harmony differs from
that o fanother and in this vi-
cious cycle, when thc adhe-
sive charm of illusive peace
fades, another communal
violence erupts. Will this
cycle ever end?

There are lessons galore
in the neighbouring states
where the tribals enjoy con-
stitutional provisions and
statutory protection. In the
ease of Manipur, the Hills
Areas Committee bis unani-
mously passed "Manipur
(Hill Areas) Autonomous
District Council Bill, 2021."
to be tabled in the State leg-
islature. It is a Bill to grant
more financial and legisla-
tive autonomy to the District
Councils (in thc absence of
the 6th Schedule) an aim to
bring regional parity and ac-
celerate development

The reaction of the state
government to the Bill was
predictable. Moreover, elec-
tions to the district councils
had lapsed since November
2020, predating the State's
Legislative Assembly elec-
tion in 2022. Dataand num-
bersare the only sane voiccs
in these troubling times. One
would wonder how the King
of Manipur managed the
tribals in the days o f yore

Ten members from Ma-
nipur's State Legislature that
represent constituency from
the Chin-Kuki-Mizo-Zomi-
Hmar areas has demanded
a separate administration,
which resonates well with
the aspirations of the tribals.
However, the Imphal based
organizations have insisted

for Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) by extend-
ing reservation up to 59.5%.
the 80% reservation will
also be upheld. The judg-
ment given by thc Supreme
Court, however, held that thc
breaching of thc ceiling can
bejustified only if itdocs not
violate the basic structure
of the Constitution. Justicc
Dincsh Maheshwari further
clarified that while thc 50%
ceiling is flexible it has to
be outside thc context of
reservations under Article 15
(4). 15 (5) and 16(4) which
deal with reservations for

after coal?

By Barnes Mawrie

We all know that natural
resources arc limited and
they get exhausted after a
period o ftime. Wise nations
that perceive diis reality have
already contemplated plan B
or plan C. One fine example
of such tountrics is Saudi
Arabia, a rich oil producing
country. The Saudi govern-
ment, perceiving that oil is
notgoingto last forever, has
already launched itself into
plan B. They arc investing
hugely on promoting tour-

concerned about the future
life of their fellow citizens.
With all the money power
that they possess, these rich
citizens could have turned
Jaintia Hills into a tourist
destination or even an educa-
tional hub ofthe region. But
unfortunately, nothing of the
sort is happening till today.
They continue to invest in
their personal selfish proj-
ects and that too away from
their own placc. The lack of
vision from the part of th

astes.
Tribes and Other Backward
Classes. Reservation in Me-
ghalaya has been done under
Article 16(4) so it cannot
breach thc 50% ceiling. So
there’sa high possibility that
the court will strike down
the old reservation formula
and reduce it to 50% for all
STs (Khasi-Jaintia. Garo and
other ST groups) leaving
50% open foi alt.

This might be welcomed
by some initially on thc
premise that sincc 50% will
be open to all ST. the Khasi-
Jaintia. by virtue of merit,
will capture most if not all
the seats. What this kind of
reasoning ignores is that this
is not 1971 but 2023. While
the Garo and other minor
tribesarc lessadvanced than
the Khasi-Jaintia. the gap is
not very wide. Also, depend-
ing on context and the total
number of posts advertised
for specific positions, the
total number of seats that
the Khasi-Jaintia might get
based on merit might be just
over half of thc 50%. less
than what they arc currently
getting. In thc open category
there is again no guaran-
tee that the scats will go to
the Khasi-Jaintia bceausc
they will be competing not
just with thc Garo but other
groups. ST and non-ST as
well. The old system at least
ensures that a minimum of
40% is guaranteed for thc
Khas-Jaintia which will not
be the case in the new sys-
tem. Are thc Khasi-Jaintia
prepared lo take Ihat risk?

However, this is just my
personal opinion,and people
arc free to ignore it. This isa
democracy and everyone has
the right to make demands
which they feel arc justified.
For thc common people,
though, it is important to be
awarc o fthc ramificationsof
any demand. Afterall, when
everything settlesdown, it is
the common people who will
have to pick up the picces of
any mistakes that arc made.
So, my request toall is please
be careful.

(The views expressed in
ihe article ate those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

of Manipur and so
Chief Minister of the state.
India that is Bharat is
made up ofan indestructiblc
union of destructible states
and as such state boundaries
arc drawn foradministrative
convenience. In the bygone
days of Manipur State Dar-
bar. the hills were directly
governed by colonial officers
and hills house tax was paid
to them. Thc mechanism of
integration post-Indcpen-
dence has arbitrarily tried
to include thc hill areas by
means of representation in
the Parliament as "Outer Ma-
nipur" and a constitutional
protection in the form ofan
insipid Article 371C
The ludicrouswetdreams
of majoritarian legislators’
claim to "territorial integrity”
is geographically limited to
the fiefdom of the past king
ofManipur, as his suzerainty
neverextended to the hillsof
Manipur. This was how the
King managed the tribals.
in peaceful co-cxistence
Thus, peace had existed in
two domains and now for
peace to sustain, a separate
administration may be the
only answer for the Final
Solution to the Tribal Ques-
tion in Manipur.
Yours etc..
KC Pau.
Shillong-6
Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

ism as an source
o f national income. At pres-
entthereire 23 new tourism
projects being implemented
by thc government which
will costi whopping 4.6 bil-
lion US dollars. The country"
isalready known forsome of
the touristlandmarks like thc
tallest building in the world,
the Burj Khalifa and the
spectacular palm island tour-
ist resort ctc. Another Gulf
country. Qatar ison thc same
trajectory The recenl World
Cup Tournament held in
that country has gone a long
way in boosting tourism in
the region. Think of other
countries like France. USA.
Italy. Spain, China ctc. that
have already established
themselves as predilcctcd
destinations fortourists from
all over thc world. These
countries economies would
not sufferdrastically even if
their natural resources run
dry or if their industries stop
thriving. ~he flow o f tourists
to these countries would
ensure that their economies
would continue to thrive.
Saudi Arabia tops the list
with 93.5 million in 2022.
followed by France with
82.6 million tourists annu-
ally. USA with 75.6 million.
Spain wth 75.6 million
China with 59.3 million and
Italy witli 52.4 million. All
thisindicatesthat the leaders
of these countries arc able
to see into the remote future
and are well prepared to
meet with any eventuality

When we turn to our state
ofMeghalaya, it is sad to say
that we arc ill prepared for
future eventualities. We do
not seem so haveany plan B
when it comes to foturistie
planning. In a state where
natural resources arc the
monopoly of private play-
ers, thc government alone of
course is not to be blamed,
but the rich class who own
the mines arc thc actual
culprits. Let us take Jaintia
Hills for example which is
an area rich in coal deposits
Do the coal mines owners
ever think that one day this
natural resource is going to
get exhausted and arc they
prepared for thc aftermath?
As things stand today there
is no such progressive think-
ing butonly selfish grabbing
What is going to happen in
Jaintia Hills after the coal
deposits are over, will be
a vast wasteland unfit for
human settlement or for
cultivation.

There is a lot of selfish-
ness and (go-centric attitude
on the p<rt of the rich coal
businessmen. Most of these
rich families have already
bought numerous plots of
land in ard around Shillong
and elsewhere outside the
state. In shc New Shillong
region of Mawdiang-diang
and Mavkasiang the rich
coal business families have
bought up a lot of land and
many mansions arc coming
up. 1 am not opposed to
their buying land or building
mansionsin these places, but
what 1 want to emphasize
here is tlwir lack o fsensitiv-
ity to collective welfare. The
question Iwould pose before
them is whatarcthey doing
about the post-coal Jaintia
Hills? W all know that the
majority of Pnar people liv-
ing in Jaintia Hills arc poor
farmers or daily wagers. Due
to the growing poisoning of
fields and rivers caused by
the unscicntific coal mining,
even fanning has been ad-
versely affected. What will
happen to these poor fami-
lies oncc coal mining has
come to an end since many
ot them are also employed in
the coal business?

It is evident that the
rich coal magnates are not

government and lack of pa-
triotism from the part of the
rich coal businessmen isgo-
ing to jeopardize th future
life of the poor masses. How
will these poor families fend
forthemselves after the coal
erahascomctoaclose when
their land has been ravaged
beyond recovery?

Jaintia Hills is endowed
with exquisite natural beauty
and could be transformed
into a tourist haven. There
arc locations of great sce-
nic beauty, ravishing cas-
cades, mesmerizing valleys
and hills, pristine rivers as
well as unexplored eaves.
What is lacking however in
these tourist locations arc
the adequate infrastructure
and facilities. Good roads
and communication, afford-
able hotels and restaurants,
children's parks, adventure
sports, eateries and shops
catering to different needs
of visitors etc., arc what is
expected ina standard tourist
spot. The governmentalong
with the willing investment
of these rich coal business-
men could definitely create
such facilities. That would
be a win-win formula both
for the rich and the poor
of Jaintia Hills, thc rich
businessmen would have
creatcd an alternative means
of iikome generation and the
poor would have other ways
ofearning their livelihoods.

On the other hand. Jaintia
Hill:: is also famous for the
Lakadong turmeric which is
considered the best variety
of turmeric. Thc govern-
ment should help farmers
in this region to go for mass
cultivation of this tunncric
so that it could be supplied
to other parts of India and
even exported abroad. So
far. this valuable source of
income for the state and for
the people as well, has not
been adequately exploited
Besides this, it is sad to sec
that neither thc government
nor the rich local business-
men have given a thought to
creating industries to process
thisagricultural produce. We
arc all aware that turmeric
could be used to produce a
variety of beauty products,
medicinal products as well
as for culinary purposes.
With a bigger tourism thrust
there would be a large mar-
ket for such local products.
I hope that the tourism de-
partment would organize an
annual Lakadong Turmeric
Festival in order to showcase
to the world this wonderful
produce ofour land

Let me conclude by em-
phasizing that tourism, es-
pecially eco-tourism, is th
only alternative means of
ensuring the livelihood of
the poor people in Jaintia
Hills and for that matter of
thc whole state. With the
rising temperature in most
parts of India. Meghalaya
with its coolcr climate is
going to be a prefened tour-
ist destination. This means
that the state can reap rich
dividends from this industry.
However, there should be
drastic improvement o ftour-
ism infrastructure so as to
retain the flow o f tourists to
ourstate. W hope to sec our
rich coal businessmen comc
forward to capitalize on
this God-given opportunity
to make tourism in Jaintia
Hills at par with any tourist
destination in thc world and
thus ensure that poor people
do not suffereven after coal
production has ccascd. Let
me conclude by remind-
ing everyone that “coal is
never a sustainable source
ofdcvelopmenl. but tourism
always is. Coal is environ-
mentally destructive* while
tourism is environmentally
uplifting.”
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uHe hasa right to criticize.
who has a heart to help.”

Abraham Lincoln
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Icon of democracy
THE inauguration ofthc new parliament building, a
part of the ambitious Central Vista projcct. on May
28 was expcctcd to be a solemn occasion to reinforce
the pride of Indiaas thc world’s largest democracy.
But. thc event isalready drowned in thc cacophony
of protests from the Opposition parties; and their
arguments have substance to them. The announce-
ment is that Prime Minister. Narendra Modi would
inaugurate it but thc Congress party has demanded
that this should be done at the instance of President
Droupadi Murmu. Official sources say Murmu
proposed thc PM’s name for this. The President
is the head of the nation and 'head and shoulders*
above other leaders in the conventional sense. The
inauguration of the facility at her hands would have
been appropriate. At the same time, at a practical
level, the Prime Minister is the elected leaderof thc
nation. In terms of esteem and respectability, both

arc on an equal footing.

The argument advanced from the government
side that the President is not part of Parliament is
absurd in thc current context. As head of state, the
President summons parliament sessions and no bill
passed by thc two houses becomes law until the
President gives his/her assent. Without an address
of the President, thc Parliament does not start its
major sessions. Another reason cited is Ihat the day.
May 28, fallson the birth anniversary of Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar. thc proponent of thc Hindutva

ideology and main inspi

ion to the RSS band. This,

thus, cannot be a coincidence. The BJP-lcd central
government is wedded to thc RSS ideology, though

in a more liberal format.

Appreciably, thc successful completion of the
new Parliament's building in a matter of two and a
half years is proofof thc importance that the Modi
government accorded to this project. Ilic rest of the
Central Vista project that would involve residential
houses for thc Prime Ministerand Vice President, all
close to Rashtrapati Bhavan on one side and the old
Parliament bu Iding on the other, would take time for
completion. The new Parliament House has adequate
space to accommodate two enlarged houses - with
888 seats for Lok Sabha and 300 for Rajya Sabha.
The long-delayed constituency delimitation process
is expected to start after 2026 when the number of
MPs in Parliament could go up substantially in both
houses. That this processwas kept pending since thc
1970s is another proof of the culture of "drag™ that
the governing systems here are infamous for. How-
ever. with thc inauguration of the new Parliament
House, a main hurdle to this could be removed.

letters to the* Editor

The
Reservation

Dilemma

Editor.

Ihe papers these days,
both English and vernacular
are all occupied with the
Reservation Poicy and thc
Roster system that comes
with it. Let me from the
beginning admit that | am
quite vague abcut it all and
quite surprised about the hue
and cry that has emanated
from the Court verdicton the
matter. It’s quite Mcghalayan
to react to an issue; panic
over it and then when thc
dust finally settles down to
discover that the whole thing
was not worth the time and
energy wasted on it. Again,
true to form ihcrc is no
broad based understanding
and agreement over an is-
sue which simply results in
numerous leaders (saviors of
the people) emerging, each
one crying hoarse from his
own self made »ilo with no
one seeing eye lo eye with
anyone else yet everyone
crying to the heavens for
unity among thcJaitbynricw.
Typical Mcghaliya scene to
wait for somtliing to hap-
pen; then rvact while there
is no_thought or proactive
thinking and vis oning about
what the future holds. One
hates to say it bit the whole
scenario reminds one of a
mob milling around with no
one to lead but where every-
one is a self- styled leader.

From what one could
gather from thc papers thc
present hullabaloo is all
about the ability of the res-
ervation policy and its po-
tential ( for wartofa better

word) to provide Govt jobs
to individual membersofour
society. For 50 long years wc
all sat silently, apparently
quite satisfied with whatever
fatethc future holdsand now
suddenly all the major tribes.
of the state . ie thc Khasis.
Jaintias and thc Garos arc
in an uproaras to the future
ability of thc this Reserva-
tion policy ( with roster or
without) to provide jobs for
their children. Govtjobs are
precious for they provide
security with handsome sala-
ries for not doing any work.
That is their biggest charm
plus the fact that they can be
manipulated in accordance
with ones political connec-
tions and in our state the
Govt is not only thc biggest
job provider but also one that
produces the least service to
its citizens. So no surprise
that people react violently to
any move that threatens this
cosy anrangcment.
Comfortable with thc
above perspective one tends
to forget that things are
changing and that ifwc don’t
changc with the times wcare
doomed. In the first place ev-
eryone knows that Govt jobs
have become saturated; funds
for Govt jobs are becoming
scarce ( so most make do
with contract appointments,
an arrangement which ac-
cording to me is thc most
harmful and violates Human
Rightsand Iluman Dignity);
future Govtjob prospectsare
bleak and doubtful and since
Meghalaya has no revenue
generation of its own and
depends heavily on central
funding and if these funds
dry up then we will really
be Up Shit Creek ( Why do
you suppose every political
party in Meghalaya wants

Meghalaya Reservation Policy: The

Of Debates and Agitations

This is a historical over-
view on the debates and agi-
tations over the Reservation
Policy. Apon from issues like
influx of foreigners. Citizen-
ship Amendment Act 2019
and Armed Forces Special
Powers Act 1958 which arc
commonly shared by both
the Hynnicwtrep and Achik
people, matters like the re-
location of the headquarters
of the Meghalaya Board of
School Education and Res-
ervation Policy formula had
brought thc two tribes into
collision.

However, debates and
agitations are essential in a
democracy. They strengthen
the democratic institutions
and shape the socio-political
landscape o fthe State as long
as they remain within the
limits of civility and mutual

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

ment of Meghalaya which
is based on the appropriate
provisions of thc Constitu-
tion of India...and on the
basis of the Supreme court
of India's ruing in favor of
the weaker sections, which
ruling is the nost important
“Ratio Dccid;ndi" and not
even "Obiter Dicta" or not
yet "Stare Decisis”... that
thc 40% reservation which
belonged to tfic Garo must
not be taken away and the
concerned or any Depart-
ment should strictly adhere to
Government’s policy 0f40%
in favourofth: Garos; other-
wise. there shall be no mean-
ing or value of making res-
ervation o f posts up to 40%.
Unless it shotId be done so.

respect. Di is the
founding principle of Khasi
polity arid Khasi political his-
tory is replete with debates
and disagreements. On the
eve of India's Independence
and during the period from
1946 to 1949 there were
ficrce debates and sharp
disagreements pertaining to
the political future and to
which kind of political and
administrative set up thc
Hynnicwtrcp people should
adopt or be adopted into.

On th issue of Reserva-
tion which has now resur-
faced in the public square
and with such gravity, the
demand is being made to
review the existing policy,
which again seems to threat-
en the peaceful co-cxistence
among diverse communities
in the State. As early as 1972
and since the day it was ad-
opted. the Reservation Policy
had generated intense de-
bates in thc executive realm.
As reflected in th file note,
there was an exchange of
arguments and it was noted.
“...In this matter, again, wc
arc reluctant lo say definitely
what would be thc proper
provision to make...and ina
broad way, special provisions
should be less than 50 per
cent; buthow much less than
50 per cent would depend
upon the relevant prevailim*
circumstance in cach case.
The debate was opened then
and the demand toreview has
been on for decades now

In 1978.thc All IndiaGaro
Union submitted the Memo-
randum to the then Chief
Engineer and Secretary to
Government of Meghalaya.
PW.D (Re&B)expressing dis-
may atthe indifference ofthe
Government to ticplight and
grievances of Garo people in
mattero fappointments in thc
concerned department. llic
memorandum strongly stated
that."Such good provision of
40-40 % and 20 % formula
were made by thc Govern-

to chum up with the ruling
Party at the Centre?). That
the future work culture in
all offices, both Govt and
private, becausc o f the rapid
advancement o fArtificial In-
telligence (Al), will undergo
severe cuts in requirements
for human work force. Only
skilled manpower will be in
demand o fwhich Meghalaya
is in perpetual poverty of.
In view of the above why
are wc all so concerned and
desperate for Govt jobs as
they will progressively dele-
liemtlc and bevumciiiicdiiing-
less. We will be doing our
future generation the worst
disservice if we spend time
and energy providing op-
portunities which will be of
no value to them. No point in
wasting our time over Govt
jobs. Instead lets think on
how should we prepare our
children forjob prospects for
tomorrow. How about com-
ing together ( all political
parties. NGOs Dorbars .the
works); forget aboutscoring
political points against each
other and instead together
think about how do we im-
prove the Economy of the
state. Meghalaya's future
will depend on how strong
an economy wc have. Not on
how many employees Govt
can employ. An improved
economy, in various sectors
, will provide more job op-
portunities than reservations
for Govt jobs. Time to quit
being Don Quixotes. Time
to quit tilting at windmills.
Time to sit down together
to work out what is best for
the future of the state and its
people

Yours etc.,

Toki Blah,

Via email

partment or

such other d;partmcnt/of-

fice. may willfully apply the

“Laisscr-Farc theory”, and

may also try toannihilate the

weaker sections... by indirect
s

In 1980 thc State Legis-
lature passed ihe Meghalaya
Regulation of Employment
Bill. 1980andthe Bill sought
to regulate employment of
people from outside the State
in both public and private
sectors. ‘Hie Bill was resisted
both inside and outside the
House. Inside thc House
Prof. Martin Narayan Majaw
vehemently opposed the
Bill and mobilized public
opinion against it through
the public meeting held in
Khasi National Dorbar Hall
Besides, the All India Garo
Union held a special meeting
and recorded i s strong disap-
provalofthc Eill. There were
two major reasons for thc op-
position. viz. (i) to protect th
Garos and other backward
classes of people in thc North
Eastern Region in matters of
employment opportunities
and (i) that ihe Bill might
bring forth disintegration as
well as chaos in thc admin-
istrative policy of the State
and that the Government
must only stick to thc imple-
mentation o ftheemployment
policy of 40% reservation in
favour Khasi & Jaintia. 40%
in favour of Garos and 20%
for others. Ttiis matter was
also taken up with thc Union
Government.

It is important to note
that newspapers’ editorials,
letters and ariiclcs also ad-
vanced thc debates. To note a
few. the Editorial of Ropcca.
published on 25 September
1982. termed tas "Reserva-
tion within Reservation”. It
is stated. “Wh Ic the decision
for reservation at the State
level appears to be correct,
the decision ofreservation at
District level *ppcarsto have
its strong political ramilica-

W hy extremist

groups surface

in the aftermath
of crisis or

social unrest

Editor.

1am writing to shed
light on thc sociological
factors that can contribute
to the emergence o fextrem-
ist groups ir the aficrmath
of crisis or social unrest.
While it ik fortunate that no
such extreme! groups have
been reported in our socicty.
understanding these factors
is crucial fo- preemptively
addressing and mitigating
the rise o fcxircmism should
iteveroccur. During timesof
crisis, such ata pandemic or
instances ofinjustice, certain
segments of the population
may feel marginalized, dis-
illusioned. and angry. This
social disruption creates
conditions where extremist
ideologies can take hold.
Sociologica research has
identified several key fac-
tors that contribute to this
phenomenon

Firstly, crises disrupt
the social fabric and create
a sense of disarray. Peo-
ple yearn for stability and
answers during uncertain
times. Extremist groups of-
ten exploit this vulnerability
by providing simplistic ex-
planations and scapegoating
specific individuals, groups,
or ideologies as thc cause
of complex problems. They
offera sense of purpose and
direction, which can be ap-
pealing to these who feel lost
ormarginali/cd.

Secondly, extremist
groups fulfill thc need for

tions. Reservation in Dis-
trict level is 80% for Garos
in Garo Hills and 80% for
Khasi and Jaintia in Khasi
& Jaintia Hills. This has
placed the two communities
in water tight compartments.
It has stopped thc exchange
ofideasand viewsas well as
expertise. If this decision is
not corrected in time it may
lead to far reaching political
consequences. W hatis wrong
with the reservation at the
state level?... No body knows
the basis of this decision. If
the reservation is based on
population the percentage
should have been 48% for
Khasi Jaintia and 32% for
Garos... Educational lv Garos
arc still behind those people
from Khasi and Jaintia Hills.
Experience has shown that
despite reservation...Ga-
ros have not been able to
fill up their quota. Hence
there hasbeen a demand that
Garo candidates from Assam
should be considered. This is
adangerous trend...In order
to fill up those vacancies
ad-hoc appointments have
been made from among the
Khasi and Jaintia...Hcnce
the earlier “the reservation
within reservation™ is done
away with, the better will be
the state of affairs in all its
aspect in the State.”

In direct response to the
views expressed by F. Mo-
minon Jobs forGaros. which
was published in the Shillong
Times Dated 21.3.1987. Bah
L. Gilbert Shullai wrote an
article entitled Speaking
Out. which was published
in Pyrman dated 27.3.1987.
In this articic he mooted thc
idea of bifurcating thc State
into two Union Territories,
namely. West Meghalaya
with its Capital at Tura and
East Meghalaya with its
Capital at Shillong. This
could, in his opinion, solve
the discontent, in matters of
reservation, among the Khasi
and Garo.

In the Khasi and Jaintia
region, thc popular opin-
ion and demand to review
thc Reservation Policy on
meritocracy and majori-
tarianism principles remain
unchanged. It is becoming
louder in the recent past and
the disillusionment of the
youth vis a vis unemploy-
ment has pushed it further.
From 1984 to 1986 strong
views against the Reser-
vation Policy reverberated
across the Eastern part of
Meghalaya. In 1986 Bah S.D
Khongw ir led thc demand to
review the policy in line with
the idea of combined 80%
reservation for Scheduled
Tribes, irrespective of com-
munity. Inhis letter toC'apt.

identity and belonging. In
times of upheaval, individu-
als seek a sense of commu-
nity and solidarity. Extremist
ideologies provide a group
identity that resonates with
individuals who foci alien-
ated or disenchanted with
mainstream socicty. This
sense of belonging can be
a powerful draw tor those
seeking validation and sup-
port for their grievances.

Thirdly, the proliferation
of online platforms and so-
cial media has facilitated the
formation ofecho chambers.
These digital spaces allow
individuals with extrem-
ist views to reinforce cach
other’s beliefs and amplify
their grievances. Online radi-
calization plays a significant
role in thc recruitment and
organization of extremist
groups, enabling them to
spread their ideologies more
effectively.

Furthermore, thc appeal
of extremist ideologies lies
in their ability to exploit so-
cietal fault lines. By lapping
into existing grievances,
such as economic inequality,
ethnic tensions, or political
disillusionment, these groups
provide simplistic solutions
to complex problems. They
offer a convenient narrative
that blames a specific group
orideology for the hardships
faced by socicty, which can
be highly persuasive to those
searching for answers

Lastly, effective leader-
ship and organization are
critical in mobilizing indi-
viduals around extremist
causes. Charismatic leaders
adeptly manipulate the frus-
trations and grievances of
people, offering them a sense
ofpurpose and direction dur-
ing times of turmoil. These

W.A Sangma. the then Chief
Minister, he argued that thc
change in policy from thc
40-40% to 80% combined
formula would not only bring
healthy competition amongst
the members of Schedule
Tribes in thc State, but it
will also prevent depriva-
tion or discrimination on
cthnic identity. Meanwhile,
the group called thc “Po-
litical Commentators o f Me-
ghalaya™ widely distributed
their sectarian pamphlet in
which they accused thc Ga-
ros of hampering thc growth
of Khasi-Jaintia commu-
nity. Accordingly, they called
upon thc Khasi Tribe to
reclaim the political leader-
ship in the State and offered
four solutions towards this
end- (i) a combined political
effort by regional panics to
dislodge thc Congress in
Khasi-Jaintia Hills or (ii)
to allow more Congress
MLAs to win from Khasi
and Jaintia Hills to counter
Garo domination in Congress
politic.-*....or (iii) to combinc
all 36 Khasi-jaintia MLAs to
form thc Government or (iv)
a Khasi Pnaror Hynnicwtrcp
State

The demand to review
the Reservation Policy has
been dominating thc student”
politics in the State and the
Khasi Students’ Union- led
agitations on the issue gained
prominence sincc the mid-
1980s. During thc KSU led
street protest in 1987 among
other things, thc demand of
100% reservation of scats
in the State Assembly was
tabled at the official talks
with thc Stale Government.
In 1992 the Khasi Students
Union made the demand to
scrap the divisive formula in
reservation and to review thc
same by providing 90% res-
ervation in both educational
institutions and Government
employment for Khasi and
Garo on the basis of merit.

In conclusion, today thc
agitation and thc demand
to review thc Reservation
Policy is being led by the
new political party, the Voice
of the People Party. There
is nothing wrong in agitat-
ing and the discourse must
continue. However, do wc
have to divide thc State? Do
we need to blame cach other
in order to solve thccomplex
issue of competing claims?
While agitating wc must
not allow vested interests to
take advantage o f the volatile
situation by propagating hate
and inflicting violence on
targeted sections of socicty
who have nothing to do with
the issue. Personally, merit
and population arguments
are against Constitutional
morality and arc not the basis
for reservation.

leaders possess the ability
to galvanize and radicalize
individuals, further fuel-
ing thc growth of extremist
groups.

Although it is vital to ac-
knowledge Ihat no extremist
groups have been reported in
our socicty. it is important to
recognize these sociological
factors. Understanding and
addressing these sociological
factors can help us dev clop
comprehensive strategics to
prevent the cmcrgence and
growth of extremist groups
should such a thrcatansc. By
promoting social cohesion,
fostering inclusive commu-
nities. and addressing un-
derlying grievances through
constructive dialogue and
policies, we can create an
environment that reduces
the appeal of extremist ide-
ologies. Education, media
literacy, and promotingcriti-
cal thinking skills are es-
sential tools in countering
the spread of radicalization
online. Addressing thc so-
ciological factors behind
the emergence of extremist
groups requires a multi-
faceted approach involving
government institutions,
community organizations,
educational institutions, and
civil socicty. By working
together and strengthening
ourconflict resolution skills,
we can build a society that
is resilient, inclusive, and
resistant to thc lure of ex-
tremism

Yours ctc..
Solomon Pathaw.
Via email
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Two Thousand

Note..!

By Robert Clements

A few weeks after the
nation was reeling under thc
shock of demonetization,
like a whic flag appearing
from a tren:h, aftera pitched
battle, the two- thousand-
mpec note appeared. It was
like a truccdeclared between
digital payment and cash
Truce, beesuse though it was
legal tender, still two thou-
sand was too htige an amount
to be reguhrly used

Another reason was that
the rich looked at it with
suspicion; aficr all they had
been brutally betrayed by
it's fallen sister the thousand
rupee notc.andall thousand-
crsthey hai stored carefully
and hidden in lockers and
stitched inio mattresses and
secret walls were now use-
less. They wondered whether
this was another decoy to
trap their black money again,
and were rot taken in by its
innocent biby pink look.

The poor on the other
hand did not know what
to do with it, because it
was absolutely beyond their
means. Tkcy knew it ex-
isted. had seen flashes of
it in banks when they had
gone to withdraw their life
savings and wondered why
a note which they could not
use. whichmeantbillions of
them, had been printed by
thc government.

The government on its

ized how proud they had
looked the day | had got
both of them from the bank.
“Are you a rich man?" one
of the Two Thousand- rupee
notes had asked me that day
disdainfully. "Bccausc lonly
belong to the rich!” it had
said haughtily. “For people
like you. our poorer cousins,
the hundred rupees and fifty
rupees will do!”

“No lam nota rich mant”
I had whispered.

* That I can make out," the
note had scoffed. " 1can see |
am thconly note inyourwal-
let! 1am used to belonging to
rich people who have crores
of rupees, all in bundles,
generally hidden inside a slit
mattress, maybe stored in an
air-conditioned loft, or kept
ina club locker!" it had said
to me with a crispy sniff.

“Whereas your wallet is a
bit lonely!” said thc other of
the Two Thousand's. "And
smelly! Don’t you have a
clean wallet to put me in?”

“WC are not used to being
treated so shabbily!” said
the notes together. "What
did we do to deserve this
treatment?”

“1'm sorry!" | had said
that day, " 1did not know you
were used tosuch royal treat-
ment, "I would have asked
the cashicr for hundreds and
fifty rupee notes instead!”

"You can still do that!”

Ah well, there was a loto fpride that the note
had andyesterday al the bank, as two Two-
Thousand-rupee notes stared at me helplessly
from the' bank's counter where they had been
bivught to be exchanged, their eyes bleak and
bleary, they screamed, “How could this have
happenedto us? Yesterday we were the most
powerful notes in the country, today we are
garbage! Kachra! We remember immediately
after demonetization, after the thousand rupee
note was withdrawn, suddenlypeople saw our
pink faces andfelt that was all was not lost,
that cash was back in circulation.

part was happy they had
fulfilled their obligation of
filling the vacuum lefi by
their drastic ban on thc old
thousand and five hundred
they had withdrawn.

The shopkeepers were
thc most confused, as most
of the time, they never had
changc ifacustomer flashed
the pinky, and watched with
absolute dismay as their
shelves die not empty out as
people waved their two thou-
sand rupee notes at them,
and they wrung their empty
changelesshands

Butwithall the confusion
created by it’s introduction,
the two thousand rupee note
reigned supreme. It was
not dirtied like other notes
because it wasn't soiled by
too many hands, and when
it rested in someone’s wallet,
it continued to rest there for
many weeks, more as a feel-
ing ofsccirity to the owner,
than money to be spent

I remenber glancing at
it’s proud look oncc and
saying. "Maybe like thc
thousand rupee note you will
also go!”

"No,” i: had said to me
haughtily, “Because I am not
needed 1 will remain! And
because you cannot afford to
keep me. cocsn't mean you
can criticize me!"

Ah wel. there was a lot
ofpride thatthe note had and
yesterday at the bank, as two
Two-Thousand-nipce notes
stared at me helplessly from
the bank's counter where
they had been brought to be
exchanged, their eyes Weak
and bleary, they screamed
“How could this have hap-
pened to us? Yesterday wc
were the most powerful
notes in the country, today
we are garbage! Kachra!
We remcirber immediately
after demonetization, after
the thousand rupee note was
withdrawn, suddenly people
saw our pink faces and felt
that was all was not lost, that
cash was back in circulation
The rich grabbed us, and the
poor looked longingly at us,
but we were kings!”

I looked at thc notes on
the bank counter and real-

said both the notes together,
and | knew that for many
days they had laughed and
sneered and even callcd me
Pappu. till fed up with their
jeers I had stopped carrying
them and left them at home
in a cupboard.

Now | looked down al
the two notes, as | stood
at the counter to exchange
them "How could this have
happened to us?” they cried
together from thc wooden
top where they lay. "Wc arc
rubbish today!"

I looked at the two proud
notes, and remembered how
they had treated me oncc
“Maybe you should have
Icamt to be less proud!" |
said quietly to them, as the
fifty and hundred rupee notes
in my wallet giggled.

"Wc thought wec were
the greatest! That there was
nothing more desired by
anyone but us!”

"Many people think that
way!” 1 said quietly, “not
just those who use you but
ti>0se who created you too.
who feel they know every-
thing about how to flush out
money, flush in money into
your bank accounts, how to
govern, how to look down
with scom at those who arc
not like them, and then one
day the very ones they make
fun offwatch them fall!”

“Who arc you speaking
off!” cried thc two notes.

1 didn't say anything as |
watched the dccimation of
a party in Karnataka, and
saw a dimpled checked boy
who was derided by another,
called Pappu by his foes,
suddenly like the lowly notes
of five hundred, hundred
and fifty, showing thc two
thousand he was the one Ihat
mattered

All this, while the two
notes stared dcjcctedly at
one another from thc bank
counter.

Even thc cashicr had no
time for them..!

llic Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details send a thumbs-
up to him on WhatsApp no:
9892572883

bobsbanterfagmail.com
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Of Superfluous Posts at Public Expense
THE MDA Government both in its first and second
term is profligate. In its first avatar it had a flock
of consultants many of whom used local resources
on which to build their research findings on and to
validate their assumptions about Meghalaya. Based
on these findings the consultants would direct cach
department on what interventions to make and how
much resources to allocate. A cold and calculating
look at the consultants appointed would make it
appear that Meghalaya is a huge corporation with
no qualified human resources for crafting out its
economic and infrastructural roadmap and hence
cach department needed the consultants to tell them
what and how to do things so that there is impact on
the ground. But if the consultants were to live in the
villages lora considerable period of time they would
find their recommendations meaningless ifnot faulty.
Granted that consultants arc needed to prepare state
of the art detailed project reports to access funding
from Government of India and external funding
agencics including banks. Bui there is no need for
consultants tc take over the government which is
what was actually happening with the Meghalaya
Basin Management Agency (MBMA) which at-
tempts to bring convergence in development.

Consultants aside, what is unacceptable about the
MDA misadventure is that there is not even a fine
line between political patronage with an attempt to
woo legislator from other parties to the ruling NPP
Party and the real needs of the state on its journey
ofdevelopment. An MDC from the Congress who
joined the NPP was mollified with a superfluous
appointment. Thankfully, the Hyynicwtrcp Youth
Council (HYC) has ferreted out information on such
redundant appointments which cost the exchequer
heavily. Most of the bodies notified by the Govern-
ment to accommodate the hangers-on of the ruling
political parties have not even been constituted:
much less working on the mandate given to them.
This is sheer waste of public money and the people
of Meghalaya should call out this profligacy.

While Meghalaya is in penury when it comes to
building and repairing roads, providing water sup-
ply and aboveall providing regularelectricity to the
citizens, the government appears to be spending on
individuals bccausc it needs to buy their loyalties
so that they can continue to rule Meghalaya. Much
has been written about the near defunct State Plan-
ning Board which has not published any report of
its activities and action taken for years on end. No
active planning for better governance of the state is
visible in so many years. The Chairman and Vice
Chairman enjoy their pay and perks. The same is the
case with the Meghalaya Economic Development
Council and the Employment Generation Council.
Meghalaya cannot afford this wasteful expenditure
of paying MLAs for doing nothing. It's time to
dismantle these money-guzzling institutions. The
public should demand this!

Power scenario
in Meghalaya
in dire straits
Editor.

On reading Ihe Shillong
Times report of May 17
2023 it is very disturbing
for us residents of Shillong,
lo hear that Umiam lake
has only 1 foot of water left
before a shutdown of the
turbines. The CM's dream
ol a 10 billion i economy
by 2030 will just remain a
dream, if for halfa day wc
remain without power. We
do not need Shillong Inter-
national Airport. We can
nuke do wiih Guwahaii and
Kolkala Airports. But wc
need Electricity and Water
- the very basic necessities
of life. Government claims
that JIM has reacted 50 %
coverage - Howtrue is that?
What kind o f watersupply is
this? JIM givesonly a pipe
to your house with water
flowing to the lap only Iwicc
a week. | live in Pynthorbah
where we have lo buy water
every day. And wc get lo buy
water bccausc weare regular
customers. If you arc not a
regular customer, ifyou call
the Bolero tank:r today, he
will come and deliver water
after two days. Ihe reason is
Ihat there is no power lo run
the water pump lo fill up the
water tanker. And there is a
long queue of these tankers.
The normal priec is Rs.450
per tanker, now it has gone
up lo Rs 500. People who
arc not regular customers
offer the tanker Re1000 per
tanker. Such is the state of

drought in the wettest placc
on earth. Why?

When the British came
to Shillong they created the
Ward's Lake lo supply water
to the European ward. Why
can'twc make more lakes for
watersupply? For household
purposes wc need only a few
crore litres o fwater. A lake as
bigas Umiam is not required
for drinking water. Govem-
inent has lo plan forward and
calculate rise in population
and springing up of new
localities. New Shillong is
developing ai a fast pace.
From where will ihcy get
water? Why are the Rangbah
Shnongs notallowing people
to drill water? The man who
isselling water is also selling
drilled water.

Recently the Power Min-
ister said, "there is no way
out. we have to wait for the
rains”. This cannot happen
every year. Ina very bad year
we might have to shutdown
all power unils completely.
Hydro power plants take
decades 10 build. In ihe US
Ihcy recycle water to produce
electricity. Please Google lo
read Ihat water can be reused
to produce hydroelectric
power. Also please Google
‘Largest water pump in the
world.” You will find Ihat
this pump has a capacity of
pumping 60.000 litres per
second and it takes 4 MW
lo run it. As per my rough
calculation, assuming the
Umiam dam goes down by
2 cm per day. that is equal
to 450 million litres o f water
per day assuming the area is
equal to a catchment area.
The world’s largest water

Lessons for BJP from
Verdict Karnataka

“Arcyou sure weans win-
ningso comfortably?" ihe se-
nior Congress leader's voice
on the oilierend ofa midnight
call sounded anxious. It was
the night before counting day
in Karnataka where an Axis
My India exit poll for India
Today predicteda big win for
Congress. | asked the leader
why he was so worried. "You
know how MrModi hascam-
paigned here in the last few
days, maybe he has turned
around theelection,™ was the
nervous response. The reac-
tion typifies how an aura of
near-invincibility has been
built around Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's persona,
best typified in ihe 2019 BJP
social media slogan, “aayega
to Modi hi" (only Modi will
return to power). But Kar-
nataka 2023 has dented the
belief over an inevitability
ofelectoral outcomes, that a
Modi-lcd BJP. a bit like the
Clive Lloyd-lcd West Indian
cricket team of the 1980s. is
unbeatable.

Itisn'tas ifthe BJP hasn't
lost elections before in the
Modi years. Recall Decem-
ber 2018, the last time the
Congress defeated the BJP
in a direct fight in a major
state election across three
states: Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh.
Then there was excitement
in ihe Congress ranks that
the dominance of the BJP
over the Hindi heartland
was on the wane. Within six
months, the general elec-
tions punctured the Congress
euphoria. The BJP swept
these states as the party did
much of North and Central
India in what became a more
presidential-stylc contest in
which national leadership
became a central issue. So
why should May 2023 be
any different, especially as
Karnataka has a history of
voting differently in state and
general elections?

Undoubtedly. Karnataka
was a hyper-localised elec-
tion in which the price of a
iias cylinder mattered more
ihana Jai Bajrangbali battle-
cry. But there arc five impor-
tant reasons why BJP should
be concerned about Verdict
Karnataka. Firstly. Mr Modi
did invest his personal equity
in the campaign: 19 rallies
and six roadshows in a last
week blitzkrieg suggests that
Brand Modi was top of the
mind in the political calcu-
lus. In the last few months,
the prime minister was in
Karnataka every other week,
inaugurating  airports, high-
way projects, even railway
platforms. On voting day, the

pump can pump 5 billion
litres of water per day. The
capacity o fthis largest pump
in the world, is 11 limes
the requirement of water in
Umiam Power plant per day.
A much smaller pump can
be used to rccycle Umiam
The website of this pump
manufacturer is- actionclcc-
iricmotorandpump.com.
Yours cte.
David S. Jyrwa
Shillong - 1

Elections done
and dusted; Govt

workers unpaid

Editor.

1am writing lo express
my conccrn about the non-
payment of honorarium to
West Jaintia Hills District
government workers who
were deployed for election
duties in the recently con-
cluded Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly elections. It
is distressing to learn Ihat,
despite the long-standing
tradition of conducting such
an essential exercise, govern-
ment workers who labour
tirelessly during elections
remain unpaid.

Despite working long
hours, especially from Feb-
ruary 1stto March 2nd. there
has been no payment for gov-
ernment personnel deployed
on duty for the polls till date.
We understand that ihe elec-
tion proccss is critical lo our
democracy, and the involve-
ment of government em-
ployees in guaranteeing fair
elections must be recognized
and respected through the

By Rajdeep Sardesai

BJP advertisement splashed
across major Kannada papers
had a large picture of Mr
Modi emerging out from a
lotus symbol vhile all other
leaders, including chicfmin-
ister Basavraj Bommai. were
almost invisible. It's like a
movie hoarding Ihat focusses
on a mega star and reduces
the rest of the cast to ano-

nymity: the much-publicized
Karnataka 'double engine’
only had a single driver.
Remember Brand Modi
was built around his mus-
cular leadership credentials
where he claimed to have
zero tolerance for corrup-
tion. And yet. in Karnataka,
despite copious allegations
of “40 per ecu commission
sarkara’, there was no sign
of the Centre acting swiftly
to end the perception of cor-
ruption beinu ‘normalised"
in a major BJP state. Where
Enforcement agencics were
hyper-active in opposiiion-
nitarl stair;, thry writ* miss-
ing in action in Karnataka.
If a BJP government is seen
to be just as corrupt as any
previous Congress regime
Brand Modi loses its sheen
and unique sc ling point.
secondly, the remark-
ably accurate Axis exit poll
shows women voting for
Congress in fir larger num-
bers ihan BJP. Whereas the
gap in voting preferences
between the two main par-
ties was 5 per cent among
men. it was a whopping 11
% among women. A double
digit gap amongst women

payment of the honorarium
During elections, they work
round the clock, and their
devotion and passion should
be recognized

The Election Commis-
sion, in collaboration with
ihcofliccoflhe Deputy Com-
missioner, West Jaintia Hills
District, is responsible for
ensuring the smooth conduct
of the clcctiors process, and
one of its primary responsi-
bilities is to guarantee Ihat
government officials arc
compensated fairly for ihcir
services. This failure of the
District Administration to
diligently cany out its duties
calls into doubt the office’s
commitment D safeguarding
democratic values.

Irequest the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office to resolve
this matter at the earliest and
lo ensure that governmentof-
ficials receive ihcirjust hono-
rarium. li iscrucial to express
gratitude to th: officials who
have played critical roles in
maintaining the integrity of
our democracy. Failure lo do
so undermines their labour
and disenfranchises their
contributions.

Youns etc..
Aconccmed Govern-
ment official.

Name withheld on
request

Irrelevant
uestion
Edigr.

Apropos tic news report
(ST. May 21st 2023) cap-
tioned "VPP postures Po-
litical Agend*; NPP.” W.

Kharlukhi. NPP State Presi-

voters should ring alarm
bells for the BIP. Women
have been a core constitu-
ency ofprime minister Modi
in the past decade. The lasi
big slate where BJP was on
the wrong side of women
voters by a wide margin was
Bengal in 2021 where Ma-
fata Bancrjec’s presence as
a woman chief minister did

make a crucial difference.
This time, the impact o f price
rise on household budgets
was decisive.

Thirdly, the results map
of Karnataka show thatCon-
gress out-performed BJP in
relatively underdeveloped
areas with lower per capita
income. The Axis exit poll
confirms this: those with
a family monthly income
spend of less than Rs 10,000
gave Congress a massive 11
% edge over BJP while the
saffron party did much bet-
ter amongst higher income
groups. Hie BJP didn’t win
a single of Karnataka's 15
Scheduled Tribe reserved
seats and only 12 of 36
Scheduled Caste reserved
seats. Congress dominat-
ing both key blocs. This is
in sharp contrast to recent
trends where ‘Garecb-Dalit-
Adivasi' voters have been
at the heart of the BJP's
vast ‘labharti’ (beneficiary)
constituency. When poorer
voters start deserting a party
in such large numbers, the
warning signs cannot be
ignored

Fourthly, Karnataka has
shown up the limits to poli-

dent said thill he convcycd
to VPP that the Reservation
Policy was bound by Article
16 Clause 4 of the Constitu-
tion and asked the VPP. "In
which part of the Constitution
is it said that the reservation
policy is based on popula-
tion?" In this conncction.
it would be ridiculous and
foolish on my part if I ask
whkh parto fthe Constitution
provides 40% quota for ihe
Garo and 40% for the Khasi-
Jaintia ST? H Isequally irrel-
evant to ask the legislator. "In

tics of religious polarization.
Right through 2022, the BJP
in Karnataka consciously
sloked Hindutva majoritar-
fan politics: Muslims were
routinely demonized through
campaigns over hijab, halal
and alaan. From castigating
Tipu Sultan to venerating
Savarkar, the BJP was hop-
ing to stoke a Hindu-Muslim
divide, liven Christians were
not spared: anti-conversion
laws were targeted at Chris-
tian missionaries. Not only
did this shrill campaign con-
solidate minority votes, italso
alienated numerous Hindu
voters desirous of a more
harmonious social climate.
Home minister Amit Shah's
warning to voters that Karna-
taka would be “afllicicd with
riots” if Congress camc to
power smacked o flast minute
desperation.

Finally, the Karnataka
verdict has highlighted BJP's
geographical constraints
“BJP muki Dakshin Bharat' is
a reality that exposes the nar-
row ‘Hindi-1lindu-Hindustan”
narrative once again. An all
India political power map
reveals the BJP now controls
a lesser land area and popu-
lation than non-BJP parties.
A ‘one size fils all” election
strategy that doesn’t address
regional sentiments and local
sensitivities will struggle in
states with distinctly robusl
cultural identities.

Which is why ihe BJP
leadership may have to course
correct in the lead up to 2024
A Modi-lcd BJP still remains
an overwhelming favourite to
win in a national election but
the 'Aayega to Modi hi’swag-
gerneedsa dialing down. It
isanage-old truism in politics
and life that self-confidence
can rapidly descend into self-
defeating hubris. Lloyd’s all-
conquering West Indians did
lose, after all. to Kapil Dev’s
rank outsiders in the 1983
World Cup!

Post-script: Since I started
the column with a phone call
from a Congress leader, let
me end with a more pleasant
call received from a senior
BJP leader apologizing for
remarks made by the party’s
social media cell head Amit
Malviya who accused me
on air in a live counting day
show of being a Congress
propagandist who should 're-
lire*. "I am sorty for what was
said, we need loaccept defeat
more gracefully.” admitted
the BJP leader. Touche.

(The writer is senior
journalist and author
Mail:rajtleepsardesaiS2(a
gmail.com)

illegal. It is neither based
on population nor on the
size of the area. Wc should
keep in mind that both Garo
and Khasi-Jaintia belong lo
the same category (i.e., ST
category) who are equally
backward classes. Apart from
those Khasi-Jaintia and Giro
residing in the towns, major-
ity of them who arc residing
in the far-flung villages arc
very poor and backward lo
the point that they arc living
half naked and half fed and
arc victims of malnutrition,

which parto fthe C
the said quota of reserva-
tion should not be based on
population.”

It may be noted that the
Constitution empowers the
State Government/UT to
make provisions for reserva-
tion of appointment of posts
in favour of any backward
class be it ST, SC or OBC
It also empowers the state
to determine the criteria and
ihe base before awarding the
quota to the ST category prin-
cipally based on population

On the above analogy, ihe
Tclangana Government in
the recent past has enhanced
the quota of the ST category
to 10 perecnt from the cur-
rent six percent in the state
wiihout wailing for Centre’s
approval for the bill passed
by the legislature based on
the increase o fST population
after a lapse of 8 years only
(news report ST Sept, 2022
captioned Tclangana decided
to enhance tribal quota to 10
percent).

Hence the Meghalaya
Reservation Policy in the
present form is baséless and

diseasesand p death
Hence there is no justifica-
tion to say that Garo is more
backward than Khasi-Jaintia
and vicc versa. Botharc equal
so far as backwardness is
concemed.

Without prejudice lo our
Garo brethren, the present
reservation policy is therefore
detrimental to the future of
our generation (Khasi-Jaintia)
and is also a complete disad-
vantage to our community.
Worse is the Roster system
which if implemented will be
a fatal blow to Khasi-Jaintia
job seekers. Itsimpact will be
50 alarming that God alone
knows what will happen in
the days and years to come.
It all depends on how our
leaders will struggle and figh!
forjustice.

Yours etc.
Svetlana Wankhar,
Via email

Lettersto the Editor must have
theful name, address and
contact number ol thewsiter,
even iftheyare sentby erail.
Only letterswith the recisite:
detailswill be puitshed.
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Opp fires salvo for
2024: Boycotts new
Pari opening

By Shivaji Sarkar

The battle royalc begins
for ihe Lok Sabha elections
2024. over the new Parlia-
ment building. The com-
bined opposition led by the
Congress has decided to
boycott the inauguration of
the new Parliament building
on May 28 and may even
considerabandoning the new
building

The inauguration of the
new Parliancnt building has
brought virtually the entire
opposition on one platform.
Releasing lie Joint Statement
of Like-Minded Opposition
Parlies. Sanjay Rout. Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP said. "All
opposition parties have de-
cided to boycott the inaugu-
ration o f the new Parliament
building on May 28 and we
will also do ihe same.” said
Raut. Tlic statement lus the
name of the Congress and 18
other parlies.

This paves the way for
most non-BJP parties to come
together on a common issue
of not maintaining propriety
and parliamentary traditions
ofthe protocol o f precedence
f ihe President o f India. The
joint opposition has said the
President could not be ig-
nored and ihe prime minister
cannot lake precedence in
matters of Parliament. It is
possible that the entire Op-
position would meet in Delhi
todceidc tic course o faction
for the elections lo 2024. just
a year ahead. The coming
together of the Opposition
would force the BJP to have
new strategies and throw up
new challenges to keep the
rivals at bay. Indian politics
is warming up for an intense
year-long electoral battle and
polarisatioi o f votes.

I the boycott extends to
the new building itself as
some parties expressed so.
it can lead to almost a direct
clash between the ruling party
and the opposition conglom-
erate. It is unprecedented in
the history of Indian democ-
racy. However it remains to
be seen if it smoothens up
ihe internal contradictions of
the opposition as also how it
would share the scats in cach
of the states, Illiough AAP is
part of the combine it is not
yet clear how it would stay
together w th the Congress.

At present Lok Sabha
has 543 members and Rajya
Sabha 250. There is no Cen-
tral Hall inthe new'building
Joint sessions would be held
in the Lok Sabha chamber.
This is likdy lo happen from
2026 as pera 2020 announcc-
ment. This is lo allow rep-
resentation in tunc with the
rising population. It is being
questioned by the opposition
whether if ihis formula is fol-
lowed then northern India
would ha\c more represen-
tation while South India
would lotc many scats.,
because of population im-
balance. Sincc population
has rcceded in the South,
il will lose proportional
representation.

Ihe North East is likely
lo have minimum rise. The
opposition says Parliament
cannot work on hypotheses
Congress is also question-
ing which ccnsus would
be the basis for the new
representation formula. The
last ccnsus was in 2011
No ccnsus for 2021 could
be conducted for the due
lo Covidl9 lockdown. No
arbitrary decision on such
sensitive issues should be
imposed.

There isa strong concern
and an emerging view that
the number of Lok Sabha
scats should be frozen at
the present level and there
is little need to increase the
numbers as it would be un-
wieldy, cumbersome and im-
practical. Apart from the cost
ofparliamentary operationsa
rise in numberof MPs would
disrupt thcfunctioningofthc
House itself and also other
unforeseen problems,

Ihe present Parliament
building was completed in
1927, and is now going to
he* ety 100years old Thi>
Lok Sabhi and the Rajya

Sabha passed resolutions for
a new building for holding
Parliament. Consequently,
on December 10, 2020, the
foundation stone of the new
building was laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

A large section of parlia-
mentarians slill believe Ihat
parliament should continue
to function from the present,
iconic Parliament House.
The new building could be
used for fancy confcrences
and other uses.

Inajoint communique on
Wednesday. 19 parties led
by the Congress have stated
that they would boycott the
inauguration as against the
protocol it is not being done
by the President Draupadi
Murmu. as is the conven-
tion

“The inauguration of a
new Parliament building
is a momentous occasion
Despite our belief that tlic
government is threatening
democracy, we were open to
sinking our differences and
marking ihis occasion,” Ihe
statement read.

The joint statement also
said: "Undemocratic actsarc
not new to the Prime Min-
ister. who has relentlessly
hollowed out the Parliament.
Opposition Members of Par-
liament have been disquali-
fied. suspended and muted
when they raised ihe issues
ofthe people of India"

Thestatementadds,"MPs
from the Treasury benches
have disrupted Parliament
Many controversial legisla-
tions, including the three
farm laws, have been passed
with almost no debate, and
Parliamentary Committees
have been practically made
defunct. The new Parliament
building has been built at
great expense during a once-
in-a-ccnlury pandemic wilh
no consultation with the
people of India or MPs, for
whom il is apparently be-
ing built. When the soul of
democracy has been sucked
out from the Parliament, we
find no value in a new build-
ing. Wc announce our col-
Iective decision to boycott
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building."

RID Rajya Sabha MP
Manoj Jha said that there is
a need for course correction
with the entire Parliament
Building inauguration. Bi-
har IX*puly Chief Minister
Tcjashwi Yadav added “Wc
will boycott this.”

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitarani Yechury accused
PM Modi of "bypassing” the
President when the founda-
tion stone was laid. TMC
MP IX*rek O 'Brien took to
Twitter to announce the par-
ty’s decision. "Parliament is
notjust a new building; it is
an establishment with tradi-
tions, values, precedents and
rules - it is the foundation
of Indian democracy. PM
Modi doesn’t get that. For
him, Sunday’s inauguration
of the new building is all
about I. ME. MYSELF. So
count us out.”

TMC MP Mahua Moilra
tweeted "President of India
is number 1. vice president
isno 2and PM is third. This
is not Modiji's griha-pravcsh
that he built with his own
money. Not attending May
28 party.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Lok Sabha Speak-
erOm Birla will dedicate to
the nation the new Parlia-
ment building on May 28
Invitations have been sent
in both physical and digital
forms to ihe MPs of both
Houses.

The statement includes
the names of the Indian Na-
tional Congress. Aam Aadmi
Panv, Nationalist Congress
Party. Shiv Sena (UBT)
CPI-M. CPI. Samajwadi
Party. Rashtriya Janata Dal.
Jharkhand Mukti Morelia,
National Conference. Ker-
ala Congress (mani) Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party.
Vidhuthalalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi. MDMK. Indian
Union Muslim League, and
Rashtriya Lok Dal.
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Doles, denionocracy
A game of one-upmanship can be expected before
the 2024 Parliament polls. The tone was set in Kar-
nataka, where the Congress party promised the moon

to the people through its

Governance Institutions
Need to Converge

Going by the number of
institutions in Meghalaya
cach tasked with governance
and hence meant to be peo-
ple-centric one would as-

and

a resounding victory. The first step Siddaramaiah's
cabinet took post haste was to implement the five
promises the party made in the manifesto - includ-
ing a payment cf Rs 2000 to every housewife every
month as dole and similar payments tojobless gradu-
ates and diploma holders, etc. The BJP promised to
ensure security lo women in the streets, but this was
“too little.” The Congress party, energized by the
Karnataka win, is set to make similar offers to the
voters in Madhya Pradesh and possibly in the other
assembly-poll-bound states too.

For, this isa do-or-die battle for the Congress party
at this hour. The party had tasted success on another
front too in the- polls in Himachal Pradesh, when
it promised to restore the Old Pension System for

government employees

something that had been

revised toa Contributory Pension Scheme in 2003 by
the AB Vajpayee government and which was backed
by the Manmohan Singh-lcd UPA governments too.
The Planning Commission then headed by Singh
had cautioned that a return to OPS would bankrupt
governments. But, the Congress governments in
Rajasthan. Chhattisgaih etc have already returned to
the OPS to please this influential segment. At what
cost to the nation, is the big question. Caught in a
cleft stick, the Centre has set up a high-level panel
to review the OPS-CPS scenario.

In terms ofdoles, chances are that the BJP would

ini

te @ matching “wooing” exercise in the run-up

to the Parliament polls. BJP failed to outwit the
Congress in Ka-nataka as it had already released its
manifesto of promises a day before the Congress did
it. Arecent attempt to effect checks on political par-

ties vis-a-vis mil

ing poll-related offers that would

jeopardize the economy should have been taken
forward with the Supreme Court’s involvement.
The present scenario would snowball into a huge
threat notjust to the economy but to democracy and
national well-being too. Regional party leaders are
masters in playing dirty games. The Congress too has
degraded itself that level. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should have acted in the best interests of the
nation and stemmed the rot. The dole raj must end.
As a Chinese proverb aptly says. “Ifyou give a man
a fish, you feed him for a day. But if you give him
a fishing rod. you feed him for a lifetime.” Wisdom
isalien to the mindset of our politicians.

Why
communalise
crime?

Editor,

The recentasstult case of
one cab driver belonging one
ethnic group reportedly by
few fellow taxi drivers of
another community is being
portrayed os a clash between
local and non-local com-

such incidents in Meghalaya
arc judged on the basis of
racial profiling of the per-
petrator and victim and the
latest ease is no exception.
In Meghalaya, if the victim
happensto Ik*from the domi-
nant community, immedi-
ately such attack is branded
as an unprovoked racial
attack whereas the fact may
be completely opposite. One
cannot deny the possibility of
the victim's role in instigat-

sume that would
have reached the last mile in
the last 50 years but such is
not the case and socio-cco-
nomic surveys reveal that we
are not quite there and that
large sections of our people
are still beyond the pale of
governance. True, that we
arcallmore connected to our
Dorbar Shnong which is our
first "go lo" institution for
our problems which includc
poor water supply, bad roads,
power cuts ctc. The Dorbar
Shnong then escalate those
problems lo the MLA or the
MIX' and sometimes with
the departments concerncd.
Itdepends on how pro-active
the Dorbar Shnong and their
oflicc bearers are.

Now letus look at the in-
stitutions in Meghalaya and
sec what cach one is doing.
At the top of the pyramid is
the Government (and here |
am using the pyramid as a
model because the people
arc farthest from the Govern-
ment). The government is
somehow disconnected from
the district councils. One
sees no sharing of responsi-
bilities: noengagementofthe
ADCs in project implemen-
tation. The Government is
also estranged from the Dor-
bar Shnong and only engages
them on and off. There is no
connccting link  no umbili-
cal cord that joins the ADCs
to the Governmentand which
would have ensured better
outreach especially when it
comes to environment con-
servationsince ihe ADCs are
supposed to be more closely
connected to the Dorbar
Shnong/Nokmaship1Village
Development Council etc.

The second Institution is
the District Council which
has a set of duties and re-
sponsibilities as mandated
by the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution and which cer-
tainly is not reduced to mak-
ing footpaths and bridges,
thereby encroaching into the
domain of the state govern-
ment. 1am even wondering
why the District Councils
are engaged in construction
work atall. They constructed
some buildings right next
to the Umiam Lake (ac-
cessible through the road
next to Marten in Mawiong)
several yean; ago. 1last saw
those buildings in 2019.
They seemed to be meant for
tourism purposes but the way
they arc designed is an ar-
chitect's nightmare. Instead

Keeping up
with the times

Editor,

Efforts by the Khasi
Authors; Society for inclu-
sion of the Khasi language
in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution of India is
commendable. But the poor
standard of Khasi literature
and Khasi newspaper* also
proves to be a deterrent in

munities after

ingorp theaccuscd
but

the assault case
Police swung irito action
and arrested the alleged as-
saulters from Assam. Such
swift action by Jic policc
resulting in arrest of the
assailants point to the fact
that Meghalaya Police is
competent enoujni to track
down accused persons ifthey
wish to apprehend the cul-
prits. However, from 1979
onwards, numerous cases of
assaults, murder, arson and
other forms of crime have
regularly happened against
one particular section of
people in Meghalaya, but
there is hardly any evidence
or result to show hat Police
had actcd in such alacrity
in arresting or taking action
against the perpetrators of
those crimes. The unsolved
murdercascofNikhil Dey. a
taxi driver last year isa glar-
ing testimony to this fact.
Street brawls and road
rage arc common occur-
rences in every city and town
which generally dies down
without much ado with ap-
propriate action by Policc
and minimal interference by
the civil socicty. However.

raised by NGOs and other
organizations completely
drowns this vital point. It is
not yet known whether the
victim was assaulted only
because he belonged to a
particular community or for
any other reason but efforts
are always been made to
depict itas a racial attack by
interested parties without
any credible evidence. Has
theauthority tried to lind the
real reason of the incident?
If so. they should share the
truth with the citizenry im-
mediately. The attackers arc
definitely at fault but it never
exonerates the victim ofany
crime, who might be more
or equally responsible for
the incident. Although, it is
the responsibility of district
administration to quell such
situation by taking appro-
priate measures couplcd
with fair investigation which
however, appears to be a far
cry in our State consider-
ing the history of past five
decades.
Yoursetc..
N.K. Kchar,
Shillong - 3

thisjourney. Thisis the main
reason why the Sahitya Aka-
demi has delayed recognition
of the Khasi language.
Khasi literature should
mirror contemporary life, by
critiquing and highlighting
contemporary socio - eco-
nomic problems affecting
contemporary Khasi socicty.
Itcannot remain stuck in old
- world Radhon Sing Berry
proverbialisms of elderly
teachings, priggish exhorta-
tions. fables and legends,
bumpkinly sappy saccharine
expressionsof requited / un-
requited love or harping on
patriotism and past glory.
Flexibility in keeping up
with the times is urgently
required for Khasi literature
to bccome contemporary,
or to achieve contemporary
narratives, contemporary
tonalities and novel modes
of expression. Its language
and content should have
an authenticity based on
how Khasis speak and con-
verse today, removing all
archaisms. It should shift
perspectives, and rejcct ri-
gidity forever. Its lenses
and dialectics must operate

By Patricia Mukhini

of looking outat the Umiam
Lake the part of the build-
ing facing the Lake is all
cemented. So. it's really one
ofthose matchbox buildings
No creativity; no thought for
ambiance. It'sjusta building

that's it. Asubstantial sum
of money has been invested
in those buildings. Why are
they not put to use? And by
the way that ispublic money
that has been used.

The District Councils are
custodians of rivers, forests,
waterways ctc. And now they
have one more power source

that of granting build-
ing permissions. In the fust
place should the granting of
building permissions be un-
der the ambit of the District
Councils? Which part of the
6th Schedule sjys that? What
is ‘customary that needs to
be conserved about build-
ings? Are the Councils even
seized of the reed to protect
heritage buildings because
that has something to do with
legacy, tradition and custom-
ary practices. Let’s facc it
there is nothing traditional
about new buildings. It's
all in the domain of modern
engineering s0 how docs the
District Council comc into
this domain? It's a question
that we need an answer to.
From what appears in the
press, the District Councils
are not focussed on their
primary duty as authorities
giving trading licenses to
non-tribals. From the manner
in which different pressure
groups are going around and
checking trade licenses and
also closing down shops, it
would appear that the District
Councils have outsourced
this task of granting trade
licenses and checking out on
violators to pressure groups.
If they have notdone so then
they should not remain silent
when someoie steps into
their domain.

The next nstitution in
the order of hcrarchy is the
Syiemship. Other than col-
lecting taxes from markets
and oversecirg forests and
community owned (Ri Raij)
land and other non-revenue
land, the Syicm docs not
seem lo have any authority
today. Since tie Syiems are
notwithin the purview of the
Right to Information (RT1) it
is difficult to investigate how
they spend pifclic resources
becausc any form o ftaxation/
collection frem the public
should be subject to scrutiny
and to public audit. This has
never happened and is un-

realistically, seeing con-
temporary so;io « economic
problems anc contemporary
socio - cultural problems as
all - important.

Translations and critical
studies into English and
other foreign languages can
hence be met if there’s an
equation in sophistication,
high literariness and refine-
ment in comparison to other
leading literatures of the
world.

Yoursetc.,
Willie Gordon Suting
Shillong |

No driving

ethics at all!

Editor.

Through your esteemed
daily. 1 would like to draw
the attention ofreaders to an
issue that is affecting every
citizen of Shillong. For the
past few years the driving
ethics of drivers and riders
of the city las gone from
bad to worse. Maintaining
lane disciplirc does not ex-
ist here especially by two
wheelers. | too used to ride
atwo-wheelerbut times have
changed. Riders today have
no patience io stick to one
lane for a few seconds; they
will go around and make
multiple lanes thus leading
to congestion. Yesterday as |
was walking past Dhankhcti,
1 witnessed an army ambu-
lance stuck <s the entrance
to Woodlane hospital was
blocked by taxis and Rapido
riders. The trmy men had
to cany the patient on foot

likely to happen because no
one wants to disturb the hor-
net'snest. There is no known
equivalent of the Syiemship
in Garo Hills. The Dollois
in Jaintia Hills operate more
or less like the Syiems in
termsofgranting land leases
to different industrial units
such as cement companies
and coke units or alienating
land for mining coal etc and
they do this in collaboration
with the District Council
The Syiems. according to
me. arc operating in a grey
area with each Syicm doing
what he knows best.

The fourth and the most
widespread grassroot institu-
tion is the Dorbar Shnong’
Dorbar Chnong in Khasi
Jaintia Hills and the Village
Dev CouncillDevelopment
Committees (in Municipal
arcas)in Garo Hills, these
in short are what can be
termed as Meghalaya’s hier-
archy o fneeds. These institu-
tions drawing their strength
from tradition and therefore
holding fast to the notion
that women cannot be equal
stakeholders in the Dorbar.
have functioned to the best
of their ability. But it takes
all kinds of men to make
a Rangbah Shnong. Some
stand out for being pro-active
and adopting modern gover-
nance methods; others; that
arc lesseducated and ineffec-
tive tend to make up by being
noisy. But they all function
within the ambit of their
mandate. The problem with
Rangbah Shnong is that they
work pro-bono in what can
at best be called a thankless
job. Yet there are so many
problems that they resolve
within their jurisdiction. It
is not fair for any person to
work pro-bono and for us as
residents to expect them to
address our every need. Why
can ihe Government work on
thisand ensure that adequate
funds are allocated to the
Dorbar Shnong so that the
Rangbah Shnong don't need
to be tied to the coat-tailsand
apron strings of politicians.
They can assert their rightful
authority and also undertake
development work within
their villages'localitics. This
is the grassroots governance
that Meghalaya needs and
whichwill address the socio-
economic concerns of the
people here.

Hie Dorbar Shnong have
several schools in their re-
spective jurisdictions. They
can be empowered to in-
spect the schools from time

to rcach the hospital. This
is s0 wrong and should not
happen to anyone.

During peak hours of the
day. cars are seen double
park and sometimes even
tripled park on the Laitu-
mkhrah main road. Don
Bosco square becomcs a two
wheeler parking lot. If you
try to reason with the driv-
ers'car owners the reply is.
“school duty.” The fact that
they think it's a valid reason
to park on the road and block
the flow of traffic is just so
wrong. This goes to show
how selfish our socicty has
bceome. The Shillong Traf-
fic police. docs not clamp or
take any action against these
vehicles, but if you park at
that same placc in the eve-
ning you will withouta doubt
be lined by the Department.
The same is the case with the
road next to St. Edmund'’s
School/Collcge. Its strange
how it works. The VVIP's
add to the frustration of the
drivers and riders when they
zap through the middle with
their extra large cars just to
clog the traflic even more.
During school hours, these
exira large government cars
are seen haphazardly parked
just to pick up or drop one
student. The government had
earlier introduced STEMS
(Sustainable Transport and
Efficient Mobility Society)
to reducc congestion, but it
hasno takersand nota single
bus is seen plying since its
inauguration

Now coming to the men-
ace of cab drivers, the in-
discriminate parking of tais
in Keating road has lefi no

to time to ensure that they
function well: that teachcr
absenteeism is checked; that
learning is happening under
competent teachers and that
students arc going back home
notwith more doubts in their
minds but with confidence. It
is pointless lo expect the In-
spectors of Schools to inspect
all the schools in Meghalaya.
The Dorbar Shnong can be a
strong supervisory authority.
This was tried in Nagaland
and met with success. Even
the Anganwadi centres and
Health Sub centres can be
regularly checked by the
Dorbar Shnong. But they
must receive due remunera-
tion for their time, dedication
and effort.

Soon we will be observ-
ing World Environment Day.
Meghalaya like every other
state and nation is passing
through uncertain weather
conditions. This is likely
to cause a downslide in ag-
ricultural production. Yet
again the Dorbar Shnong
can collaborate with the line
Departments o f Agriculture.
Horticulture. Soil Conserva-
tion. Forest Department
Water Resources Department
cl al. If the Dorbar Shnong
effectively discharges its du-
tiesas the last mile institution
we might still see better days
ahead. The Dorbar Shnong
has the wherewithal to check
if those building homes and
offices within their jurisdic-
tions actually follow the rule
in the building permission
For too long the building
permissions were granted
by the Urban Affairs Depart-
ment for Municipal areas
and there was no check or
supervision on whether the
buildings have observed all
regulations vis-a-vis their
septic tanks and drains and
whether they have observed
the mandatory distance from
the main road and from riv-
ers. Everywhere we lum the
rivers have bccome recep-
tacles for latrines and also
garbage dumps. li looks as
if the Dorbar Shnong have
abdicated their duties. This
can no longer happen. There
has to bea chain o fcommand
and control and accountabil-
ity at every level.

The Meghalaya High
Court has now come down
heavily on the dereliction of
duties by all the institutions
It's time that cach Institution,
traditional or modern, learns
to work together rather than
against cach other bccausc
ofbloated political egos. The
public needs to hold all the
institutions accountable.

space for other cars to ply
and pedestrians to walk. The
clusterofcabs in Khyndailad
pose the same problems. |
have stopped using my car
and two- wheeler for two
months now. but being a
pedestrian in Shillong is as
troublesome and difficult
Trying to cross the road at
a zebra crossing, you get
yelled at by vehicle drivers.
Footpaths arc small, often
with vendors and hawkers
occupying them. Then there
arc broken tiles, and some-
timesthere's even an clcctric
pole smack in the middle.

If you were to come out
after 8:30 pm. the streets
of Shillong become Grand
Prix or FI racing circuits
They drive/iride at danger-
ous speeds without a carc in
the world and there’s no one
to stop them. Just recently
two horrific accidents were
reported; if something is
not done the numbers will
increase

Tosum it up. the chaotic
traflic situation is getting out
ofhandand that day is not far
off when a pedestrian will
getshouted just for walking,
Shillong drivers and riders
need to be strictly cducatcd
on driving cthics and cour-
tesies. | urge the concerncd
authorities to take swift ac-
tion if they have any senseof
responsibility.

Yours etc..
Name withheld on request.
ia email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shilton}” Times
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New Shillong
but Same Old
Mistakes

ByAibanskhem Nongspung

Traffic congestion in the
city of Shillong has practi-
cally become part of our
daily burden, and the future
does look bleak. Perhaps the
solution lo this problem will
happen when hell freezes
over. No matter how much
we complain about it. traf-
fic problems arc here to stay
To use the excuse ofbeing
stuck in traflic as the reason
for being late to school or
olficc has bccome trite to
say the least. But what is
disheartening and frustrat-
ing is that nothing is being
done to avoid repeating the
traffic problems and errors in
the so-called New Shillong
Townshi
Traffi; woes have bc-
comc an everyday plight
especially along the stretch
of road leading towards
NEIGRIHMS. particularly
the Mawpat  Itshyrwat
junction . This was not a
problem ofthe past but is of
recent origin. As one would
expect, tlis is a by-produel
(economists would call this
a third party cffcct or more
precisely a negative exter-
nality) of the developing
New Shillong Township.
Between 8 to 10 am. bum-
per to buntpcr traffic at this
junction makes the business
of everyday life comc to a
standstill. To make things
worse, there is no proper
demarcation of lanes. The
traffic congestion extends to
all sides of the road and right
up to ltshyrwat hill. Two
wheelers, four wheelers,
school bases, ambulances,
lorries, army trucks, exca-
vators etc.. are all caught in
the commotion. During this
rush hour everyone wants
to take a left or right turn
or move straight and in the
process things turn from bad
toworse. Toaggravate things
even further, a good number
of the vehicles from Assam
and other states ply via (his
narrow junction cn-routc to
NEIGRIILMS and NEIAH.
Safe to say that the traffic
congestion is caused by

lack of common sense and
improper traffic manage-
ment. but the latter seems to
be the more probable causc
at the moment.

Keeping in mind that
this junction leads into
the so-called New Shillong
Township, one might say
that it's ihe entry gate lo
New Shillong, the term
New Shillong has always
been a misnomer to many.
Attimes, it feels like the term
was coined by estate agents
to drive up the price of land
in this area. As things stand,
this term has not necessarily
reflected a shift of devel-
opment to this new placc.
although hat was the whole
idea of designating it as New
Shillong. Moving govern-
ment offices and other insti-
tutions to this new site docs
not make ita new version of
the city. A proper foundation
or infrastructure builtaround
it is imperative. This needs
to be different from the one
existing in the old city (let's
call this old Shillong). In
particular, we need new and
innovative road infrastruc-
ture*and proper traflic man-
agement. Without them, the
whole purpose of having a
new township gets defeated.
Construction o fwider roads
and flyovers at critical junc-
tions is important to case
the irafliccongeslion. Given
the high earthquake vulner-
ability of-he region, the idea
of havin; flyovers has so
far been unfathomable. But
why not take calculated risks
and venture into unehartcred
territories? | am sure there
arc experienced engineers
and skilled technical experts
who are qualified and up for
thejob. Moreover, with new
and improved earthquake re-
sistant building technology,
the dream of having flyovers
could soon become a reality.

Wecotdd stan with short dis-
tance flyovers for that matter.
Short distance flyovers at
critical junctions is not a big
ask especially in areas, in
and around New Shillong
Township, sincc there is
still availability of land and
space. These flyovers will
help mitigate the traflic woes
to a large extent. Moreover,
prospective business estab-
lishments. educational insti-
tutions and other establish-
ments inand around thisarea
should be asked to maintain
some distance from the main
road. Encroachment, as wc
all know, is another causc
of traffic congestion as it
limits the traflic and public
moving spacc. Wider roads,
more parking spaces, short
distance fly-ovcrs. proper
footpaths and overpass for
the pedestrians to walk on
can be some of the practical
solutions to traffic problems
that might arise in the New
Shillong Township

The existing situation in
the New Shillong Township,
however, looks less promis-
ing and the same mistakes
ofthe old Shillong arc more
likely to be repeated. Roads
arc still nanow; there is no
sightof flyovers; shops and
other establishments arc be-
ing set up too close to the
road and there are no proper
footpaths or overpass for
pedestrians to walk on. It is
only a matteroftime that the
traflic problems at the entry
(Mawpat-lishyrwatjunction)
will spill over into the main
parts of the new Township
and all hell will break loose
Weare already seeing signs
of this along the stretch of
road outside NEIGRIHMS
Hospital. This is obviously
aclear indication of the lack
of thinking and foresightcd-
ness of those in chargc of
tilings, be it of the past or
the present. Hence, we arc
seeing problems of the past
being repeated too often.
I'am only referring to the
traffic congestion problems
here. There isalso no indica-
tion that the improvements

of road infrastructure in the
form of fly-ovcrs. wider
roads etc.. will be part of
the government’s strategy to
develop New Shillong. This
is indeed a worrying state
of affairs.

The traffic scenario wec
arc currently witnessing in
old Shillong is a culmination
of the mistakes of the past
and the present. In csscnce.
traffic congestion at such
a high rate is due to sheer
growth in the number of
vehicles on one hand and no
change in road infrastructure
on the other. In fact, there is
noscope to improve the road
infrastructure any further
As things stand, there really
seems to be no way out of
the problem and policy mak-
ers have their back against
the wall.

1 bring to attention the
example of Old Delhi and
New Delhi to drive the point
home. There's a stark dif-
ference between the two
in terms of transport infra-
structure and the distinction
between old and new makes
sense. But this is not so in
the ease of the capital of Me-
ghalaya . Nothing is really
new but only new wine in
old bottlesand the fact is too
obvious to ignore. The traf-
fic problem at New Shillong
is at its nascent stage but we
cannot ignore the fact that it
is growing day by day. Let
us not repeat the mistakes
of the past and the present
but learn from them and
bring the necessary changcs.
Changes need to be brought
about to deal with the im-
pending traffic problems in
thenew part of thecily. 1like
to believe that we still have
time to do something about
this. But then again time
and tide waits for no man.
Ultimately, the ball is in the
court o fthe government and
other stakeholders.



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SATURDAY. MAY 27, 2023

x| fopportunity doesn't knock, builda door.

Milton Berle

The Shillong Times

SHill.-ONG. XAl KAV, MAV 27. 28)

SSLC Results: Steep decline

in pass percentage

THE Senior School Leaving Certificate (SSLC)
results declared on Friday saw a decline of 5%
from the previous year's results. This year the
pass percentage stands at 51.93 % down 5%
from last year’s 56.9 6%. This is attributed
largely to the poor performance of students
in Garo Hills which averages between 26-28
% only. This calls for serious introspection
by the Meghalaya Board of School Education
(MBOSE) and for the Education Department
as a whole. Why is it that after attending school
regularly forthe whole of 2022. students have
still performed so poorly? Is ita cumulative ef-
fect of students returning to school after a two
year hiatus? Are students yet to adapt to the
classroom atmosphere and the real classroom
learning? Withoutany survey it will be difficult

to establish the reasons for the climbdown.
The MBOSE officials however, appear san-
guine about students ofgovernment run schools
having performed much better than in the past.
Also, many ofthe schools affiliated to MBOSE
have got 100% pass percentage. As cxpccted,
schools in East Khasi Hills and West Jaintia
Hills scorcd much higher than their counter-
parts in the other districts. Another factor that
has led to the decline in the results could also
be linked to smartphone addiction. Every par-
ent goes through this agony of having to wean
the children from their friend and confidante -
their very world in fact. Yet the smartphone is
an educational tool ifused for the right reasons
and at the right time. Smartphones have started
competing with the sleep ofstudents and adults

as well.

The other important aspect relates to the
MBOSE textbooks especially at the HSSLC lev-
el. Teachers have detected errors and the books
are not relatable to our students here, whether
in terms of bod habits and culture. Education
should be culturally appropriate and students
in the rural areas should be able to comprehend
the concepts that their urban peers do. But that
docs not appear to be the ease. Rural schools
arc known for poor infrastructure and poorer
teaching methods. Meghalaya is paying the price
for having appointed teachers not bccausc of

merit but because of their pol

cal affiliations

and/or other considerations. In most missionary
run school teachers arc appointed on the basis
of their religion rather than their competencc.
There are pressuresand pulls from the members
ofthe Managing Committees to appoint certain
individuals and reject others. In fact, a time has
come to start cleaning up the Managing Com-
mittees and appoint as members people who
have some icea of how educational institutions
should be run and also the kind of text books
that will elicit curiosity from students. There has
to be a connect between the books, the teachers,
the students, the classroom and the institution.
A disjuncture inany ofthe above results in poor

educational outcomes.

Post based
Roster System
in the spirit of

Reservation

Policy

Editor,

With all that hasbeen said
on the Reservation Policy
debate, as a concemed citi-
zen. | have to express one
more viewpointon the mat-
ter. And that is on the nature
of the Roster System. The
Honourable High Coun has
directed to implementa Ros-
ter according to the spirit of
the Reservation Policy. The
pointo fthe Roster is to prop-
erly implement ihe Reserva-
tion Policy. Subsequently,
the MDA government has
hoisted upon the state the
point- based Roster System
which allows for a com-
pensatory implementation
of the Rescrvaiion Policy

and which also disregards
the provisions therein, of
which wc arc all aware by
now. My contention with
the point- based Roster sys-
tem is not only that it has
allowed fora

State In a State

The current imbroglio
over the Roster-Rcscrvation
issue has turned into a com-
edy of errors.Before the sc-
ries o fmeetings last week.the
Chicf Minister spoke to the
media like a wise old man
with a magic wand when he

of Disarray

By Gary Marbaniang

that the only agenda of the
all party meet was the Roster
system so it tallied me that
they feigned ipiorancc on the
matter. As far as my opinion

Enough of my views on
the Rosier- Reservation issue.
Forthe youths ofthe statc.thc
bigger question is, "Where
will we go if we don't get

said that a p has
been prepared on the vexed
issucand once it is presented
toall the stakeholders which
include the citizens of the
state, the confusion sur-
rounding the issue will be
cleared oncc and forall.So it
all came to passand the Chicf
Minister's reassurance got a
resounding approval from
most of the major political
parties except the VPP and
the KHNAM; interestingly
the UDP was tight-lipped on
this pressing issue after the
all party meeting; perhaps
they're just doing what they
know best which is sitting on
the fence. It wasonly yester-
day that Jemino Mawthoh
one o fthe party leaders came
outin support ofa changc in
the Reservation policy and he
also said that there is a need
fordialogue and an amicable
solution to the Roster issue.
The leaders ofthe Congress.
BJP and the Trinamool Con-
gress on the other hand spoke
to the press to express their
satisfaction with the govern-
ment’s presentation.
Mcanwhilc HM
Shangpliang.thc spokesper-
son of the BJP acted like the
oversmart kid in the class
when he said that he was
the first person who raised
the question of whether the
roster system will be imple-
mented retrospectively and
he also said that he asked
whether it will result in the
removal of some employees
who are already employed
presumably those from the
Khasi Jaintia community to
which the Chicf Minister
replied in the negative; basi-
cally he's giving himself a
pat on the back for raising
such a smart question but to
the understanding of many
lay people and intelleetuals
alike, the roster system if

is they should
have sat through the entire
meeting and take note of the
Key points front the meeting
because they nailc a massive
crowd wait fer the outcome
ofdie meetingbut the leaders
camc back empty handed not
knowing whatwas disc ussed
in the meeting leaving the
cix>wddisappcinied. The VPP
stand on the matter is that the
reservation policy must be
changed first then they will
be ready to discuss on the
roster system but | choose
to differ: first the parly must
unitedly oppose the imple-
mentation of ihe roster sys-
tem retrospectively and if
they oomc otr victorious on
the roster system, it will give
the party an impetus to take
the fight to tie government
on the Reservation policy.
Tliconly personaccording
to me who spoke wisely on
the outcome of the all party
meeting was the KHNAM
president.Mr Thomas Pas-
sah. Mr Passah who staged
a walkout alter he had fully
grasped the decision of the
governmentsiid tint in some
departments,a roster has
been preparec from 1972.50
the Roster system according
to him will be implemented

jobs?”.Supposc
next year, there will be 5000
vacancics in various State
Government departments
and let's say that for those
5000jobs. 40.000 youths will
apply. The question is where
will the 35.000 youths who
will not be selected go.This
problem is like the elephant
in the room and no one wants
to discuss it.| guess majority
of the people who clected
MLAs belonging to the NPP
have forgotten or maybe they
don't know in the first place
that the ChicfMinister before
the elcction,made a promise
that if the NPP party comes
to power it will create 5
lakh jobs. People with halfa
brain will know that such a
promise is empty rhctoric.l
think the ChicfMinister was
just trying to outpromisc the
Trinamool Congress and
Congress respectively whose
poll promises were 3 lakh
jobs and a job for each fam-
ily respectively.For people
who voted for the NPP.Ihc
majority of whom resides
in Garo Hills.if the Ros-
ter system is implemented
retrospectively.it will give
them a false sense of hope
and security and make them
forget about the promise of

Forpeople who votedfor the NPP.
the majority o fwhom resides in Garo Hills,
ifthe Raster system is implemented
ivtrospectively.it will give them afalse sense o f
hope andsecurity and make themforget about
the promise o f5 lakhjobs but at (he end o fthe
day.majority o fthe youths o fthe statefrom both the
Khasi-Jaintia and Garo community will be left high
anddry without any kind o fjob security.

retrospectively.! guess wc
will havejust to wait for the

will not result in the termi-
nation of those already in
government service; it will
result in reduced job oppor-
tunities in the government
sector for youths from the
Khasi Jaintia community for
no faults of theirs since the
backlog if the roster system
is implemented retrospec-
tively will be carried over to
fresh recruitments.

Coming to the massive
rally organized by the VPP
on the May 19.'2023 at the
parking lot near the addition-
al secretariat.it ended in an
anticlimax and many people
went back to their homes
disappointcd.The leaders of
the VPP who attended the all
party meeting staged a walk-
out and when asked by the
media their reason for doing
S0 they simply said that they
attended the meeting hoping
that the government will
also address the reservation
policy but the issue was not
on the agenda,so that's the
reason for the walkout.The
Chief Minister had already
said before the all party meet

for a maximum two years
orthree yearscycle, becausc
the backlog vacancics can
only be carricd forward for
one year, and possibly two
years in the ease o fan under-

implementation of the Res-
ervation Policy but even if
implemented prospcciively,
there arc deficiencies in the
proper implementation ofthe
Reservation policy.
1believe that a point-
based Roster is unnecessary
or even deficient to imple-
ment the Reservation Policy
as per the Resolution dated
January 12. 1972. In short,
the way in which the point-
based Roster works is that
it will be reset after all the
points arc filled, whether it
be 100 points, 60 points, 40
points. 20 points. 10 points.
Thus, the cycle will only
be completed after all the
points arc filled, and then
reset from point I. Whereas,
it may be argued that the
Reservation Policy allows

get-
ting less than 0.5 share in the
posts in a particular cadre in
a particular year.

Therefore, itseems to me
Ihat the best system which
will be in accordance with
the Resolution dated Janu-
ary 12.972. is a Post- based
Roster, where the numberof
points in the Roster is equal
to the number of posts in a
particular cadre. It is dear
that Reservation applies to
the posts in a cadre, and not
just to the vacancy itself. So,
a point- based Roster cycic
will not be able to take into
account the category of the
posts that become vacant due
to retirement, resignation or
promotion, since it is fol-
lowing the points cycle for
all vacancics. A Post- based
Roster will maintain the

tobe made pub-
lic before wc can all know
what the real decision of the
government is. Tlic govern-
ment initially tried to wash
it's dirty hanih of the matter
by saying Ihat it was the
High Court that directed it to
implement the Rostersystem
retrospectively but the High
Court put the ball back in the
government’s court when it
stated that it Ins left the date
of implementation of the
roster system to the good
judgmentoftic government
As far as somejob vacancics
that were released last year
after the high court judg-
ment on the p-cparation ofa
Roster isconcemed.it scents
that the government had de-
cided to implement the roster
system rctrospectively.The
increased disillusi in

> lakh jobs but at the end
of the day.majority of the
youths ofthe state from both
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo
community will be left high
and dry without any kind
of job security.! think the
Chicf Minister has played
his cards right, knowing all
too well the weakness of the
clectorate to fall for empty
promises before every elec-
tion; just like Mr Prcstonc
Tynsong said."Wc entice the
clectoratc every five years
and the clectorate fall for it
every five years”

The way ahead is promot-
ing homegrown micro, small
and medium enterprises that
will make our unique tradi-
tional products and service
stands out in a global mar-
ket flooded with goods and
services stamped with the
latest modem technology.

ipand Labour

the Khasi and Jaintia hills is
what made tic government
take a softened stand on
the issue hence the all party
meetingand the presentation
but the real decision of the
government will be known
once the so callcd presenta-
tion is made public

provisions of the Reserva-
tion policy properly, even for
posts that bctome available
due to retirement, resigna-
tion or promotion, by filling
them with their respective
categories.

Moreover, a Post-based
Roster will also be able to
account for concessions to
be made foran undcr-rep-
rescnted community where
the share in the posts of a
cadre in a particular year is
less than 0.5. Lastly, a Post-
based Roster will also be
able to take irto account the
provision tha. deficiency in
eligible candidates may not
be carried forward for more
than one year, by adjusting
the posts for a maximum of
two years.

F.ven if lhe Roster is
implemented prospcciively,
and even if the Reserva-
tion Policy is reviewed as
demanded by the VPP, it
seems to me that the people
oftlic state should not accept
a Point- basci Roster, as it

is useless without Land and
Capital. Since the family is
the building block ofsociety,
giving cachand everychilda
share of the property will be
agood start to invigorate the
entrepreneurial spirit. Many
people will <aywhy the need
to rake up this issue when

will create more problems

and deficiencies and will not

be in accordancc with the

spirit and provisions of the
Reservation policy.

Yours ctc..

Kitdor 1. Blah.

Shillong

Intelligence
Matters

Editor

When Operation Nep-
tune Spear was launched
in May 2011 to nab the
world's most wanted man
the single clue was embed-
ded in a courier. Human
intelligence®HUMINT) is
starting to bccome a thing of
the past with technology and
the flurry of reports indicat-
ing the Garo National Lib-
eration Army(GNLA) which
wants to raise its ugly head
has put back the question
whether Operation tlilLstorm
was a success o a failure?
What happened to the efforts

there arc a lot of families in
Khasi society thatdon't have
any property lo distribute;
such an opinion sounds right
but looking from the larger
perspective of economic
growth, even if only a small
percentage of families have
property to distribute, it can
have a multiplier effect on
socicty at largc;the people
who will inherit wealth and
property because of equi-
table distribution could be-
come entrepreneurs creating
job opportunities for the
less privileged members
of socicty. However, mak-
ing equitable distribution of
property binding on parents
through a law could break
families apart and create a
spirit ofanimosity and hostil-
ity among family members.
A changc in distribution of
property in the family and
societal stmcturc should only
happen spontaneously if it
really does happen

The world is now in the
midst of the fourth industrial
revolution and many people
will be left behind if they
don’t brace themselves for
the economic and techno-
logical transformation that
is happening right before
our eyes. The result of the
Secondary School Leav-
ing Certificate camc out on
Friday and as usual people
arc going gaga over those
students who managed to
get into the Top 20 posi-
tion. What about those who
failed and in all certainly the
majority of whom will give
up theirpursuit o feducation?
Ihe sad reality is that no one
gives a damn about them,
tlic pass percentage in Garo
Hills is just over 30 pcrecnt
while the pass percentage in
South West Khasi Hills is
only 50 percent. Where will
the students who didn't make
it go? It's a scary thought
and scenario for the future
prospects of the State and
its people.

The basic idea of devel-
opment is to give everyone
a platform and an opportu-
nity to grow irrespective of
their educational qualifica-
tion. background and perfor-
mance. Hie current education
system based on rote learning
has become redundant and it
isno longer serving the needs
and demands of the modem
world. The need of the hour
is to increase the number
of educational institutions
which impart vocational and
technical education. Megha-
laya is at the crossroads; wc
either choosc to move with
the times or wc choosc to
remain stuck in the past. Un-
fortunately at the moment,
there is a dearth of leader-
ship with a vision to take
us to move with the times
The economic potential of
the state is but

(SI1X)

Remembering a
Khasi genius

By Barnes Mawrie

This S-inday May 28
2023 marks the seventh
death anniversary of late
Dr. Sylvanus Sngi Lyngdoh
SDB. Withdie demise of this
great luminary the state of
Meghalaya and the Catholic
Church of Northeast India
lost a very illustrious son of
the soil, lie passed away ata
very ripe oldage 093 years.
Fr. Sngi was and is still a
household name among the
Khasi-Pnat people. He is still
an inspiration formany in the
community. He was a multi-
faccted personality, a priest,
politician. author, healer and
scholar par cxccllence. He
was well ktown for his intel-
lectual aciancn even during
his studies abroad. 1 oncc
met an old German priest
in Bavariawho happened to
beFr. Sngi's university com-
panion. Ilewasall praise for
the Khasi priest and called
him an intellectual genius.
He rcculled how Fr. Sngi was
the brightest student in the
class and was exceptionally
well versed in Greek and
Latin. In fact,he waschosen
by the univcrsity to read an
address in Latin to the Pope
during their visit.

Apart from his immense
contribution to the Church
through his writings, his
inculturation of the Gospel,
his pastoral ministry and his
ministry of healing. Fr. Sngi
was a great social reformer
and a pol tical chanakya.
It should not be forgotten

when the state was on verge
of President's rule, Fr. Sngi
along with late I1. S. Shylla.
succeeded in convincing the
leaders of the three political
parties to comc to a compro-
mise so as to form a working
government. The people of
Ilima Sohra still recall with
gratitude the year 1985 when
he succeeded to organize the
cremation of the dcccascd
king Join Manik Syicm and
his mother Syicmsad Shini-
mai whose mortal remains
had been lying in state for
about twenty two years sincc
their demise in 1963. This
brought a great relief to
the royal family and to the
people of the chieftainship
at large

Fr. Sngi's contribution to
Khasi literature is undoubt-
edly massive. His Khasi
books arc rich in linguistic
terms and phrases and they
contain a sea of knowledge
on Khasi culture, myths,
folktales and Khasi cus-
toms and traditions. His well
known newspaper Ka Sur
Shipara which he started in
1976 and which lasted for
almost two dccadcs. was
very cffcclive in promoting
political and socio-cultural
awareness. It also served as
a religious and moral educa-
tion for people. 1would not
be wrong to state that he is
the greatest Khasi genius of
the late 2oth and early 21st
Century. Bui | am painfully

He taught the Bhoi people not merely
to be buyers but to sellers o ftheir own
agricultural products. The people o fNongkhrah
(nowfamousfor its pineapples) still revere him
for insisting upon them to take up pineapple
cultivation. Another social work o f Fr. Sngi
was the enulication o fopium plantation and its
consumption in the Ri Bhoi region.

that he wjs the one who
persuaded the Bhoi people
to take up cultivation of
other crops like tapioca, yam
and maize: fniits like pine-
apples. bananas and differ-
ent types of vegetables. He
made the people realize that
sole dcpcrdence on paddy
would lead them to hunger
and famin;. He taught the
Bhoi people not merely to be
buyers but to sellers of their
own agricultural products.
The people of Nongkhrah
(now famous for its pine-
apples) sti | revere him for
insisting u;>on them to take
up pineapple cultivation. An-
other social work o f Fr. Sngi
was the eradication ofopium
plantation and its consump-
tion in the Ri Bhoi region.
Harlicrthe Bhoi people were
largely adcictcd to this sub-
stancc and as a consequence
ihcy became lethargic and
unproductive. Itwas Fr. Sngi

ironically, right now wc'rc
demanding our pound of
flesh where the flesh is just
a scrapl.The fight over the
Reservation policy is a per-
fect example of fighting for
scraps. Ifonly we have lead-
ers with the wisdom and tlic
vision whocould lead us into
the “Promise Land” by fully
tapping the vast potential of
the state and its people

laid down by the uniformed
personnel working in tandem
with civil society leading up
to the demise o f Sohan Shira.
Add to the porous border,
drug trafficking networks
and lack o fjob opportunities
this will give a chance for
elements who will languish
to find the bullet in bringing
justice to their demands.
Along with dialogue and a
clear rehabilitation proccss
of the militants, the effort is
to intensify intelligence on
guerrillas' human resources,
firepower and plans. Start-
ing civic-action programs
to bring in the confidence
among the populace coupled
witha small law enforcement
footprint. 'The Kaoboys
of R&AW' by B. Raman
explains the external arm
being weak in intelligence
collection to analysis and it
isstrong in managing a crisis
not preventing it
Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh.
Shillong-10

and his wi
undertook the difticult task
and drastic steps of ending
this mcnace to socicty.

Fr. Sngi was also a politi-
cal chanakya who played a
great role in the formation
of the first coalition govern-
ment in Meghalaya (the first
as well in India) famously
known in Khasi as “Sorkar
lai-lama” ii the year 1978,
During that political impasse

NEPA: What

sort of walk-

in interview is
this?

Editor,

I along with a friend at-
tended a walk in Interview
in the Nonh Eastern Police
Acadcmy (NEPA). Um-
saw, Meghalaya on May
1S, 2023. On my way to the
Academy. Ithought that the
said interview would pro-
ceed in a smooth, strict and
disciplined manner. How-
ever. on reaching the venue
the reality is far from what |
had imagined. Wc saw more
than a thousand candidates
both male ;ttd female line-up
for document verification.
Wc joined the queue for the
same, but vicnoticed that the
staffmanaging the Interview
were very few in number in
comparison with the huge
number of candidates. A

shocked to see how shab-
bily the state, as well as the
Church and the Salcsian
congregation, treat this great
son of the soil. Had he been
born in any other country or
slate, many monuments of
his would have been erected.
It is a sad manifestation of
ingratitude to the person who
had given so much to the
community. In the words of
James Thomson “ingratitude
is treason to mankind.” |
hope this reminder from my
part would wake up persons
at the helm of affairs (civil,
educational and ecclesiasti-
cal) toacknowledge the yeo-
man scrvice that this genius
has rendered to the Church
and to the socicty at large
and do something tangible to
express our gratitude to him.
It would really be treason
to let the memory of such
a great personality pass off
into oblivion.

(The author is initiat-
ing at Vendrame Institute.
Mawjhlang. the Sngi Centre
of Tribal Studies (SCTS)for
promoting researches on
tribal cultures o fNortheast
India inmemory=o fthis great
Khasi luminary. Admirers
of Fr. Sngi and other good-
willedpersons are welcome
to join this venture. The
audior can he tvtichcd at
barnesmanrie@gmoil.com)

verification proccss which
should takeonly a few hours
instead continued till 2:30
pm (from 10:00 AM) and
was abruptly stopped.

This had disappointed
many candidates including
us as a result of which half
or more left the Acadcmy
without even attending the
said Interview. Therefore,
I request the authorities of
NEPA to depute sufficient
number o f staff before con-
ducting such walk- in inter-
views and also to make sure
Inat all arrangements arc
made systematically without
disappointing and wasting
the candidate’s precioustime
and energy in the future.

Yours etc.,
Phrang J Khongwir.
Shillong-2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Racism: Does the problem go beyond bad fansP

fler suffering months of racial abuse on
the field and off. Brazilian soccer star
Vinicius Junior had enough.

On May 21.2023. thc Real Madrid forward
commonly sect as one of the best soccer players
in the world brought a halt to a game at Valen-
cia's Mcstalla Stadium, pointing to fans who were
making blatantly racist remarks and gestures.

He later made it clear that this was not an
isolated event: “It was not thc first time, nor thc
second, nor the third. Racism is normal in La
Liga,” he twce.cd in reference to thc Spanish top
division. “The com petition considers it normal,
the federation considers it normal and thc rivals
encourage it.”

As a soccer scholar whose latest book includes
analysis of how players, fans and the game's
governing bodies have responded to thc Black
Lives Matter movement. | believe the latest in-
cident points t>how difficult it is to changc fan
behavior when racism remains institutionalized
in the sport itself. While it is true that teams
and leagues have made progress in signaling
their lack of tolcrance for racist behavior, there
remain systemic problems working against real
progress not least the lack of Black representa-
tion in management positions

DEEP ROOTS OF SOCCER RACISM

Soccer has a long-established racism problem.
Black players throughout thc decades attest to
both abuse by fans - monkey chants are still com-
mon during games in parts of Europe  as well
as more subtle forms of discrimination, such as
being left out of national squads or overlooked
for coaching positions.

Black Brazilians such as Vinicius and stretch-
ing back to Pcld have been subjected to racism
both overseas and at home. Indeed, as soccer
writer Frank lir Foer has pointed out. in thc early
days of Brazilian socccr Black people were not
allowed to play for professional clubs or thc na-
tional team. F.\en when finally accepted, some of
the star Black players like Arthur Freidenrcich

and Joaquim Prado would straighten their hair
and attempt to lighten their skin in the hope of
gaining popularity.

While there has been great change since such
times, thc roots of subtle and overt racism fac-
ing Black soccer players run deep - jc it in their
home countries or playing for prestigious Euro-
pean clubs.

SOCCER'S BLACK LIVES
MATTER MOMENT
While one can argue that there have always
been minor attempts to address racism in soc-
cer, it has only really been in thc last dccade
that such efforts have gained steam. And it has
been geared very much toward changing attitudes
among fans
For example, in England, thc Football Asso-
ciation has long partnered with anti-racist group
Kick It Out to create programs and punishments
for racist fan behavior. Meanwhile, the Royal

W ear the colour
lime with style!

all it line, neon or highlighter green, the
summer hue has evolved into a wardrobe
staple.

And if you're confuscd just how to pull off
the colour without a faux pas, this style guide
from Bollywood A-listcr’s helps you do thc
job.

Kriti Sanon
Kriti's onc-shouldcr midi in
with zebra patterned heels chccks all
boxes

lime teamed
the

Vicky Kaushal

Vicky Kaushal is a top player in Bollywood
when it comes to experimenting with styles
and colours, he shows you just how to pull
off a lime green look from head to toe with
perfection.

Kiara Advani
Kiara’s co-ord set is a great style fora sum-
mer brunch with the girls.

Aditya Roy Kapur
Aditya Roy Kapur's lime on grcca has the
ladies at hello

Ranvcer Singh

No fashion listiclc is complete without the

sartorial leader of style, Ranvecr Singh. The

trend setter makes a bold statement with this
outfit.

Janhvi Kapoor

Wec admire Janhvi's commitment to dressing

simply but stylishly, and she nailed it with this

handkerchief top and lime pants, a great way
to cmbracc summer. (IANSlife)

Spanish Football Association has codes for ap-
plying financial penalties against clubs with
racist fans

Such anti-racist efforts and messaging in-
creased as part of a more general societal reck-
oning over racism after the killing in thc U.S. of
George Floyd by a police officer in 2020

Soccer authorities usually wary of political
statements and quick to punish players who dis-
play protest slogans on shirts by and large al-
lowed players free expression in regard to Floyd's
Killing and the protests it sparked

Indeed, after restarting a pandemic-struck
season in June 2020. thc English Premier League
promoted an active Black Lives Matter campaign.
This included "Black Lives Matter" patches on
uniforms - although patches were later amended
to read "No Room for Racism” - and allowing thc
taking of thc knee before games. Three years on.
many players and teams still take a knee before
games throughout England.

But it hasn't stopped thc abuse. In 2020. while
players on the pitch were presenting a unified
front against anti-Black racism, British Home Of-
fice Minister Susan Williams observed that racist
incidents had risen for thc third year in a row.

Soccer leagues in southern Europe tended to
leave it to clubs and individuals to respond to thc
Black Lives Matter movement, rather than having
any blanket policies akin to that of the English
Football Association.

But again, it appears to have had little cffcct
on crowd racism.

Italian socccr continues to garner a reputation
for racism among its fan base. W hile examples are
numerous, thc most rccent eases include verbal
attacks against Lccee defender Samuel Umtiti and
forward Lameck Banda while playing at Lazio,
and racists taunts against Inter Milan striker
Romclu Lukaku after he scorcd against Juventus
in a Copa Italia semifinal.

In Spain, after the latest Vinicius incident,
football federation chief Luis Rubialcs acknow -
edged that racism was a problem in the league.

It would be hard not to: The abuse of May 21
was at least thc 10th racist incident against thc
Brazilian star that Real Madrid has reported to
thc league this season

The diplomatic fallout of the Vinicius abuse

Brazil summoned thc Spanish ambassador, and
Rio’s Christ thc Redeemer statue was shrouded
in darkness in protest has reignitcd discussion
of what action needs to be taken to stamp out
racism in thc game

Spanish policc have made several arrests over
Vinicius* abuse. Meanwhile, La Liga has fined
Valencia  thc team Real Madrid was playing
45.000 euros (USS48.000) and elosed a portion
of the stadium for the next five games.

But given how persistent crowd racism has been
in thc facc of numerous attempts to challenge it
I believe it is fair to ask if such disciplinary ac-
tions will have any real impact now

COUNTER-COSMOPOLITANISM

Continued racism in European socccr comcs
despite a rise in soccer's “cosmopolitanism "
culture. Prior to thc 1990s, Black players in
thc top European leagues were relatively few
and far between - especially in countries where
nonwhitc players would fear being subjected to
racist taunts from their own supporters, as well
as the opposition's

But modern-day fans have long become accus-
tomed to supporting a racially diverse team. So
why does racism in stadiums persist? Political
scientist and sociologists Andrei Markovits and
Lars Rensinann point out in “Gaming the World"
that the rise in cosmopolitanism on the field is
not reflected in thc stands that is. in European
leagues, the makeup of fan bases is not as diverse
as that of the team they go to cheer on. Markovits
and Rcnsmann argue that what wc arc witnessing
in the stands is a kind of “countcr-cosmopolitan-
ism" in which the "other" is treated with anger
and suspicion because they are deemed to threaten
thc stable sense of identity of some fans.

If the racial makeup of teams is not reflec-
tive of the fan base, it also isn't reflected in
management, or among the people who govern
the spoil

Analysis conducted in May 2022 found that of
the 98 clubs that played in the five most pres-
tigious European leagues thc English Premier
League. La Liga. and ltaly's Scria A. along with
Germany's Bundesliga and France's Liguc |
only two had Black managers. La Liga had none,
and still doesn't.

FAILING THE STERLING STANDARD

As England striker Rahcem Sterling noted in
a 2020 interview: “There's something like 500
players in the Premier League and a third of them
are Black, and wc have no representation of us
in the hierarchy, no representation of us in thc
coaching staffs.”

While there is certainly some merit in thc ac-
tions being taken in Spain to address behavior in
the stands in thc aftermath of the latest Vinicius
incidem. there is an argument that it is too little,
too late Moreover, it docs little to address more
institutionalized racism in thc game. And to date,
anti-racism programs and fines have failed to
stamp out racism in socccr

As Sterling noted, "When there's more Black
people in positions, when | can have someone
from a Black background ... (to) be able to go
to in the [Football Association] with a problem
I have within the club  these will be the times
that | know that changc is happening.”

(The Conversation)

Tipu’s sword fetches over
$17 mn at London auction

rstwhile Mysuru ruler Tipu Sultan's ‘Bed-
chamber Sword' had sold for more than 14
million pounds ($17 million) at an auction
in London.

Described as “one ofthc world’s rare artefacts”,
the sword's sale was conductcd by Donhams -- a
privately owned international auction house in
London -- on Tuesday, achieving 14.080.900
pounds against an
estimate of 1.5
million to 2 mil-

lion pounds
The auction
house said the

sword was found
in Tipu Sultan's
private quarters
of his palace af-
ter he was Kkilled
by British forccs
on May 4. 1799

Following his
death, thc sword
was presented
to British Major
General David
Baird as a token
of his courage,
according to Bon-
hams

The auction house said that the sword's “ex-
tremely rare calligraphic hilt is a masterpiece of
late-18th century Indian manufacture, intricately
inlaid in gold with fine calligraphic invocations
to God"

“Thc English inscription to the blade, presum -
ably added by Baird or a descendant, explains
how it was found in Tipu Sultan's bedchamber
following thc fall of Scringapatam (now Sriran-
gapatna) and presented to thc General as a trophy
of his victory.”

On the spine of the blade, a gold inlaid inscrip-

tion reads ‘Shamshir-c Malik' or "The Sword of
the King®

“The sword has an extraordinary history, an
astonishing provenance and unrivalled craftsman-
ship.” CNN quoted Nima Sagharchi. group head
of Islamic and Indian Art at Donhams, as saying
in thc statement

“It was no surprise it was so hotly contested be-

tween two phone bidders and a bidder in thc room.
Wec arc delighted with the result,” he added

According to Bonhams CEO Bruno Vinci-
guerra. thc “spectacular sword is thc greatest
of all thc weapons linked to Tipu Sultan still in
private hands”

"Its close personal association with thc Sultan,
its impeccable provenance traccablc to thc very
day it was captured, and thc outstanding crafts-
manship that went into its manufacture make it
unique and highlv desirable,” Vinciguerra added
(IANS)
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TlpS tO man age Workplace Jo jokes Harry Potter turned

conflicts in a healthy way

onflicts arc bound (o experience
arise in every workplace
W hether they stem from

differences in opinion, compet-
ing priorities, or misunderstand-

improved employee
engagement and job
tion. By addressing conflicts in a
healthy manner, teams can foster
a more positive and collabora-

ofopen dialogue and encourages
all parties involved U contribute
their ideas and concerns. The
goal is not to avoid conflict but
rather to address it in a respect-
ful and productive manner

satisfac-

ings. unresolved conflicts can tive work environment
lend lo di'vicaicd piuduutivily, By adopting cffcctive dialogue
damaged relationships, and a strategies and crucial conversa-

toxic work environment. Wc
need to first d:finc a conflict,
it is when emotions run high,
opinions arc strong, and views
are opposing. These three con-
ditions creatc t cocktail that is
like a perfect storm for a bring
out worst in people, when they
need to be their best. Typically
this leads to release of two stress
hormones, namely cortisol and
adrenaline to lead us to silence
or verbal (and sometimes physi-

tions, organisations can create a
positive work environment that
minimises the negative effects
of conflicts and maximises pro-
ductivity, employee well-being,
and overall success.

Crucial Conversations

The culture and subsequent
results (that the eulture pro-
duces) arc determined by hand-
ful of the conversations,

Conversational Capacity

Conversational capacity re-
fers to an individual's ability
to engage in dialogue under
pressure or during challenging
situations. It involves staying
focused, remaining curious, and
managing emotions effectively
By developing conversational
capacity, individual; can main-
tain composure, think critically,
and communicate constructively,
even in the midst of conflict,

In a workplace setting, the

when

cal) violence

According to a study con-
ducted by CPP Global, a leading
provider of conflict management
solutions. 85 per cent of employ-
ees experienced conflict to some
degree, with 29 per cent stating
that it resulted in decreased pro-
ductivity. To manage conflicts
effectively, it is crucial to em-
phasise the benefits of conflict
resolution. Research has shown
that organisations that invest
in conflict resolution training
and promote open dialogue

the opinion vary, emotions are
strong and stakes arc high. The
ability to engage in such con-
versations with psychological
safety and mutual respect is
critical to resolving conflicts
constructively.

By honing the art of crucial
conversations, individuals can
create a safe space where differ-
ent perspectives can be shared
and understood. Itinvolves fos-
tering mutual respect. actively
listening to others, and seeking
to understand their viewpoints.
This approach promotes a culture

ability to expand conversa-
tional capacity bccomes even
more crucial. It enables em -
ployees to engage in meaning-
ful discussions without feeling
overwhelmed or defensive. By
acknowledging anc managing
their own emotions, individu-
als can create an environment
conducive to problem-solving
and collaboration. Moreover, an
increased conversational capac-
ity encourages the exploration of
diverse perspectives, leading to
more innovative and effective

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, MAY28, 2023
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solutions.

The Importance of
Effective Dialogue
Effcctive dialogue serves as
the backbone of conflict man-
agement in the workplace. It
allows individuals to express
their concerns, clarify misunder-
standings. and explore potential
resolutions. When dialogue is
approachcd with the intent of
understanding rather than win-
ning. conflicts can transform
into opportunities for growth

and learning

Consider this situation, a se-
nior manager gets upset with the
direct report on the presentation
they made to the group of middle
managers. The Sr. Manager calls
the direct reports and in a gruff
and menacing tone start telling
him, how inappropriate the pre-
sentation was. The Direct report
was confused about the topic, as
they had reviewed it together
before the presentation. He knew
that people attack (verbal vio-
lence) when they feel unsafe. He
listened respectfully and said, “1
want you to know that | respect
you as the leader and if I have
done something that wc did not
agree to, 1 would change that".
He continued (as the Leader
started breathing again) “More
important that the presentation
itself if the relationship 1 want
with you. I want for us to be able
to discuss any misunderstanding
or disagreement directly.” The
leader relaxed a bit as the psy-
chological safety was restored
The Dircct report then continued
the conversation to explain the
context and content of the pre-
sentation. Big take away from
this story is not that they were
able to solve the problem and get
on the same page. It was that es-
tablished a path and prcccdence
to solve issues while managing
mutual respect. (IANSIife)

H

offences

Potter

arry Potter author J.K
Potter turned to crack cocaine following the stresses his
schoolboy adventures put on his life.

The 57-ycar-old author became a self-made billionaire,
to the captivating world of witchcraft and wizardry she crcatcd
through her Harry Potter scries,

The novels followed he school life of Harry as he made his
way through school while also discovering that he was proph-
ccied to destroy the evil Lord Voldermort - the most dangerous

A caption under the photo of the man revealed he is: *
52, of Greenvill
to: “Crack possession”

The Twitter user was alarmed by the photo and shared it online
with a caption of their own.

Coming across the
the image - quote tweeting it and jokingly responding: *

said it was easy being the chosen one."

to crack due to stress of
being 'the chosen one'

Rowling has joked that Harry

thanks

reports Mirror.co.uk.

wizard in magical history.

As per Mirror.co.uk. while the books concludc with Harry
graduating from school and going on to get married, bccome a
father and enjoy a successful career,
life may have taken a dark turn.

Earlier in the week,
an aged man posing for i mugshot after being arrested for drug

author Jo has hinted his

a Twitter user shared a photograph of

Harry
and his arrest is listed as being due

stating: "I have questions.™
in question. Jo herself reacted lo
Never

image

(IANS)

The Diary of West Bengal: Another
controversial movie in the offing

procoer JITENDRA NARAYAN SINGH  writerjokcteoby SANOJ MISHRA

sigfeittttSfpbelitei* M rtntitote bp*fa*iths Bptifeta

hmt to tantisqt

anoj Mishra. the writer and director of
the controversial movie The Diary of West
Bengal has been served a legal notice by
Kolkata Police and has been asked to be present
at a city policc station on May 30 for the purpose
of questioning

Policc sourccs said that the trailer of the movie
was released on YouTube recently, following
which, there was a complaint on May 11, alleg-
ing that the movie seemed to have been made as
adeliberate attempt to malign the image of West
Bengal

“Following preliminary investigation, the top
brass of the city felt that there is sufficient ground
to question the director in the matter and hence.
a notice has been served to him asking him to
report at Amherst Street Policc station at 12 noon
on May 30,“ a city policc official said.

The notice has been issued under Section 41A
of the Criminal Procedure Code. (CrPC)

The legal noticc, issued to Mishra, said that
"there arc reasonable grounds to question the
director of the film to ascertain the facts and
circumstanccs of this case.”

The noticc further read, “Hence, you are di-
rected to appear before Inspector Subhabraia Kar,
Additional Officcr-in-Charge of Amherst Street
Police Station on 30.05.2023 at 12-00 hrs. at Am-
herst Street Policc Station, 57, Raja Ram Mohan
Sarani. Kolkaia-9 for the purpose of investigation
of the above referred ease. Inspcctor-in-Chargc.
Oshiwara Policc Station, Mumbai to serve the
notice and to inform about scrvicc through return
signal.”

Meanwhile, the controversial film is presented

530 a p A feir Spite)i CMHate -Wluht

by Wasim Rizvi Films and produced by Jitcn-
dra Narayan Singh, with Tapas Mukherjce and
Achintyi Bosh serving as co-produccrs.

In its trailer, the film claimed that there were
“mass murders, rapes and a Hindu exodus” oc-
curring in West Bengal.

It was also said that Bengal is the new Kashmir
of India

Recently, the West Bengal government was in
controversy for imposing a ban on the screening
of The Kerala Story, on grounds that the content
of the irovic can hamper communal harmony in
the state

The director of the movie Subrata Sen moved
the Supreme Court and the ban was finally lifted
The state government faccd criticism from the
opposition parties, civil socicty, intellectuals and
celebrities for imposing the ban.

Film director Sanoj Mishra said that his movie
is based on facts, lie said there is an issue with
the law and order situation in West Bengal.

Director Sanoj Mishra said. "I have made a
movie biscd on facts. | urge the prime minister,

home m.nislcr to intervene in the matter. There
are a lot of mass murders, rapes and a Hindu
exodus happening in West Bengal. | have done

a lot of research and the movie is completely
based on facts.”

“Once | go to West Bengal I will not return
However. | have made all the preparations for the
movie and will release it soon. By August wc arc
planning to release the movie. 1will make sure
the movie gets released.” he said

Mishra added. “1 am not against Didi (Mamata
Bancrjec), | am against the system.” (Agencies)
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“A warm smile is the universal language
ofkindness. "

William Arthur Ward
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Parliament

SYMBOLICALLY,a new eradawns in thc history
of India which has run on democratic lines for
three quarters of a century. Despite the eruption
of a row over the exclusion of President Drou-
padi Murmu from thc historic event, thc solemn
inauguration of the new Parliament building on
Sunday has significance at multiple levels. For
one. thc vas: increase in thc number of scats
for both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha meets the
first requirement for an increase in thc number
of people’s representatives in both Mouses for
the future. Tic way is clear for a constituency
delimitation exercise, which could start by 2026
and thc scat increases are possible from thc time
of the 2029 parliament polls. This would, again,
be on the basis o fthc current population strength.
While the inajgural event was held on Hindu reli-
gious lines, all-religion prayers marked its grand
finale, a fitting tribute to thc spirit o funity ofthc
nation, which should be preserved and promoted

at all costs.

The highlight of thc event was another fitting
tribute to thc cause of good governance. The
Sengol that Prime Minister Modi installed promi-

nently in thc new Parliament, sign

satone level

a transfer of power. Originally from thc C'hola
dynasty, it had been handed over to thc first Prime
Minister Nchni when thc British rulers transferred
power to India on August 15. 1947. The name
Sengol originates from thc Tamil word Semmai
that denotes righteousness. Sengol upholds thc
values of fairness and equality in thc conduct
of governance in a just manner. Thc handmade,
gold-plated, 5ft tall rod has Nandi, thc holy bull
of Lord Shiva mounted on its top.

The C'holadynasty had huge military might at
one time. It held thc entire south India under its

rule and carricd wi

ita maritime fleet that went

and captured Maldives, Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand. The Chola navy was
thc ultimate in ancient India's maritime power
between thc 9-th and 11-th centuries. Thc Cholas
excelled inboth maritime and trade activities and
arecredited with linking old China's markets with
the rest of thc world. They promoted agriculture,
trade and culural activities and built huge temples
that are still thc main attractions for tourists in
Tamil Nadu and even Indonesia. While PM Modi
invoked its strength and gave it an appropriate
slot. India needs to walk miles and miles before it
sees good governance. It’sour hope that ministers
and parliamentarians would draw inspiration from
this great symbol right before their eyes - even as
they have turned their back on thc Ashok Chakra,
another dominant symbol of Independent India.

Misplaced
fears of the

Supreme Court
Eoitor.
TTicre seems tobe a grave

167 The answer must neces-
sarily be in thc negative.
The dominant object of this
provision is to take steps to
make Inadequate representa-
tion Adequate.”

The implications of thc

Reservation Policy progressive when
seen from broader perspective

Like other major issues
such as thc inter-state bor-
der dispute, thc Reservation
Policy also has been a subject
of intense debate in the state
for many dccades now. The
Reservation Policy has been
a subject of dispute between
the state and the public for
many dccadcs now. When
everything else moves and
changes with time, thc two
issues refuse to die down.
Leaders of pressure groups
that spearheaded thc demand
to review thc Reservation
Policy comcand goand in the
proccss changc their stripes
as well. Yet there seems to
be no end to thc imbroglio.
Currently, thc move to review
the Policy is being led by a
political party.
The need to review
the Policy

One may ask why there is
ademand to review the state
reservation policy. Ilic reser-
vation policy was made to ad-
dress the need of thc people
of Meghalaya then and it has
served the state for more than
fifty years now. The piece of

By 1111 Mohrmen

right now and thc population
grows with time.

India is going to be an old
country with 1young popu-
lation and in such a situation
thc population of youth in
the state will also increase
makingjob opportunities for
the youths a challenging task
So what is thc unemploy-
ment scenario in the state
now? Climatechangc is also
happening and this will also
affect thc unemployment
scenario as people will seek
to move to cooler climes.

The government is
responsible to its people

The government must
protcct the interests of thc
people of the state. They arc
supposed to serve the people
who cicctthen togovern the
state. ‘llic situation that has
arisen now is lhat thc Roster
System will bo ufleeting the
youths of the state. Genuine
coiKeniswere also raised that
there are couti rulings in the
different partsof the country
on the

was
in the Court of law and the
Court has found sonic anom-
alies in thc implementation
of the Reservation Policy of
the State and has provided
some suggestions. Thc very
fact Ihat thc Court had to
intervene is becausc there is
a lacuna in the policy.

When the Roster System
was sought to be imple-
mented. some section of the
population raised a hue and
cty about the its implemen-
tation. The claim is that the
Roster System is unfair for
certain sections of the popu-
lation in th state. The point
isany law adopted has to ad-
dress the specific objective s
that is intended and it should
be relevant to thc time.

I the Policy is not ad-
dressing thc need of the
times it bccomesa redundant
law and hence the need to
review it. The law should
notonly address the needs o f
the present generation but it
needs to address future needs
t00. The question arises as
whether the current policy
isjust and fair to every sec-

which could have an adverse
eflcct on the present Policy,
if it is tinkered with. This
is a genuine point, but docs
that mean that the legislature
should stop making laws
on thc Reservation Policy?
Where arc the grounds for
these apprehensions? What
is the legislature supposed
to do if not to make laws?
So when there is discontent
on this one picce of law. it is
only natural for the public to
cxpect the lav makers to put
their heads together to amend
or review the Policy. What is
cxpected of tl:cm is to come
up with a policy that is fair
andjust foral.
Apprehensions of judicial
Intervention

Till today ihe democratic
setup in thc country works
like a well-oiled machinc and
the three pillarso fdemocracy
work in perfeci harmony with
one another. The success of
our democracy largely de-
pends on how the legislature,
the executive, the judiciary
and of coursc the fourth es-
tate respect cach other. The

tion ofthe in the
state. Let us start by looking
at the population scenario in
the countty now. We arc a
country of 1.4 billion people

rule, it is nccessaiy not to put
out of consideration certain
extraordinary situations in-
herent in the great diversity
ofthis country and its people.
Itmay happen that in far flung
and remote areas, the popula-

m on the
Reservation issue and thc
judgements delivered by thc
hon'blc Supreme Court on
this sensitive itsuc. There
is also a parano a about the
possibility of thc apex court
striking down the state's
Reservation policy. In this
conncction. | refer to a news

iin the ab g
ment arc dear. Among other
things, it implies that thc
85% reservation adopted by
Meghalaya is legally and
constitutionally justified be-
cause Meghalaya hasa tribal
population o 85.9% and this
tribal population is yet to be
at par with mainstream India

item in your
on May 26, 2023 under thc
heading. "Education Minister
fears Supreme Court will
strike down quota policy,”
Asperthis repor our hon’blc
Education Minis'crwhilcex-
pressing thc above fearscitcd
the Supreme Court order
directing the Kcala govern-
ment that any reservation
should not cxcced 50%.
Here, | would like to
state that in the case of the
Kerala government versus
M.Thomas and others, the
apex courtwhile iirccting the
Kerala government to stick to
50 % reservation has also
provided exemptions under
extraordinary siiuations. An
extract from Para. 191 ofthc
judgment will perhapsclarify
matters:- "Dcciced eases of
this couri have no doubt laid
down that the percentage of
reservation should not ex-
ceed 50%. This, however, is
arule ofcaution and docs not
exhaust all categories. Sup-
pose for instance, a state has
a large number of backward
classcs which constitute 80%
of the population and thc
government in order to give
them proper representation
reserves 80% of th jobs for
them, can it be said Ihat thc
percentage i.i bad and vio-
lates clause (4) under Article

on many

Again, thc hon'blc Edu-
cation Minister referred to
an ordinance by thc Maha-
rashtra government giving
reservation to ccrtain tribes
beyond 50 percent which
was struck down by thc apex
court. In this regard, it may
be mentioned that several
civil suits were filed in the
apex court against thc Ma-
harashtra government and
a five judge constitutional
bench heard and delivered
judgment on May 5,2021. It
may be noted that thc apex
court while directing the
Maharashtra government to
stick to 50 percent reserva-
tion once again provided
exemptions after hearing the
learned counsels from sev-
eral states like Meghalaya,
Jharkhand. Chattisgarh. As-
sam, ctc where there arc high
percentages oftribal popula-
tions. During the hearing, thc
learned Attorney General of
Meghalaya submitted that
in our state there is a tribal
population of 85.9 percent.
He also submitted that res-
ervation in Meghalaya is in
accord with Para 810 of thc
Supreme Court’s Indra Sawh-
ncy judgment o f 1992

The said Para810 says the
following:

" While 50% shall be thc

tion these areas,
might, on account of their
being out of thc mainstream
ofnational lifeand in view of
the conditions peculiar to and
characteristic to them need to
be treated in a different way.
relaxation in this strict rule
may bccome imperative. In
doing so. extreme eaution is
to be exercised and a special
case made out"

Having noted thc above
judgment, that is. the Indra
Sawhney judgment of 1992
and having heard the learned
counsels of several states
with high percentages o frib-
als, the apex courtadopted as
a precedent to be followed
the criteria spelled out in the
said Indra Sawhney 1992
judgment. Para 131 and 133
of the 5th May judgment in
thcabove case ofthc State of
Maharashtra versus several
petitioners read as follows:-

131."Illus greatest com-
mon measure of agreement
in six separate judgements
delivered in Indra Sawhney
case is that :-

1) Reservation under Ar-
ticle 16(4) should not cxcced
50%.

2) For cxceeding res-
ervation beyond 50% ex-
traordinary circumstances as
indicated in Para 810 of the
Indra Sawhney case should
exist for which extreme cau-
tion should be exercised""

133. "Wc thus do not find
any good ground to revisit
Indra Sawhney or to refer the
same to a larger bench on the
above ground urged "

In light of thc above, it
it; evident that the 50 % rule
laid down bv the hon'blc

organs o erveas
a check and halance against
cach other for the smooth
functioning ofthc democratic
process in the country. O fthc

Supreme Cout has not been
cast in stone. Inall the three
eases cited above thc hon'blc
Supreme Court in its wis-
dom has allowed spccial
exceptions, exemptions and
considerations.

Regarding the March
2021 notice cited in your
above news item which has
been replied to by our gov-
ernment, 1would like to state
that on reading thc Supreme
Court judgm;nt on a ease
between thc Government of
Maharashtra versus several
petitioners motioned several
times above in which our
learned Attorney General
also rcpresencd our state,
it has become apparent that
thc above Mcgiialaya govern-
ment reply his been taken
into account by the Supreme
Court and funher hearing on
this will not b; neccssary.

Yours ctc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong-2

Restnation
Policy Dilemma
in the Khasi Hills:
Call for Visionary

Leadership

Editor.

Iic Reservation Policy in
the Khasi Hills o f Meghalaya
has long been a topic of in-
tense debate and controversy.
Recently, this issue has gained
renewed attention due to thc
mobilization ofthe masses by
Bah Ardent Basiavvmoit, who
has resorted to an indefinite
hunger strike inan attempt to
compel the government toen-
gage in a meaningful debate

four pillars of democracy,
the legislature is directly
responsible to the public, and
naturally, the expectations of
the citizens of the state from
their legislators is to make
enlightened laws.

Pears of thc court inter-
vention has no grounds ifthc
government's honest intent is
to come up with a Reserva-
tion Policy that is fair and
just for all sections of thc
community. Why should we
doubt our legislators to comc
up with a good law which
is relevant to thc times and
addresses thc need ofall scc-
tionsofsocicty? Iflegislators
can comc up with a new res-
ervation policy that is in the
true spirit o fthc Constitution,
where is thc room for the
court to intervene? Thc gov-
ernment is now aware of all
the court roling.i and orders
on the subjcct in the different
eases in the country. The only
need is to address thc reser-
vations the courts had raised
and make a good piece of
law. Besides, thc government
has a battery of legal experts
at their disposal in the form
of the Law Department and
the State Law Commission,
All that it needs is genuine
concern and a noble intention
for providing a just and fair
policy forevery section o fthc
population. The public needs
to trust the state's ruling
dispensation too and under
the leadership ofthe gov em-
inent. it will certainly be able
to review the policy for the
benefit ofall the residents of
the state.

Can the people of the
state al least cxpect their
legislators lo comc up witha
watertight reservation policy
without any ambiguity and
no loopholes for any court
intervention? Or is that too
much to expect from our
legislators?

A forward-looking
Reservation Policv

As employment is going
10 be a major issue and in thc
future jobs will be difficult to
come by. the new reservation
policy ought to have special
protection for thc youths of
the state, irrespective of their
cthnicity or the area they
belong to. While reviewing
the policy, the government

both Khasi and Garo politi-
cians in addressing this press-
ing issue.

Basiawmoit's hunger
strike has become a power-
ful symbol o fthc dcep-rooted
dissatisfaction among thc
people regarding the current
Reserv ation policy. His act
of protest has powerfully
resonated with thc masses,
capturing their attention and
shedding light on thc urgency
of finding a resolution. It
servesasa stark reminder that
the Reservation policy should
be reviewed and revised in
order to better address thc
needs and aspirations of the
people.

ensuing political
stomi reveals thc abscnec of
visionary leadership among
the Khasi and Garo politi-
cians. Rather than prioritiz-
ing the concernsofthc people
and seeking common ground,
politicians seem more preoc-
cupied with advancing their
own interests and perjictuat-
ing divisions. This short-
sightednessand lack of unity
among political leaders fur-
therexacerbates thc Reserva-
tion Policy dilemma, leaving
the citizens disillusioned and
marginalized.

However, amidst this tur-
moil. an opportunity arises
for thc government to dem-
onstrate visionary leader-
ship and unite thc people of
Meghalaya. It is imperative
for political leaders to cast a
compelling vision fora uni-
fied state, emphasizing thc
values of cohesion, inclusiv-
ity, and equal opportunities
for all. By transcending di-
visivepolitics and promoting
acollective identity, thc gov-
ernment can foster a sense

on the Reservation policy.
Basiawmoit's actions have
unleashed a political storm,
exposing the lack of vision
and leadership displayed by

of and inspire
citizens to work together
towards a shared future
One potential solution
to thc Reservation Policy

needs to take into consider-
ation factors like the growing
population, technological
advancement, artificial intel-
ligence in particular, and the
cffccts of climate change.
These factors will have sonic
impact on jobs in thc future
and on thc employment sce-
nario in the state.

Indeed, thc government is
not supposed to be the major
employer and in thc future,
many ofthcjobs would be in
non-government sectors. In
this context the question is
whether the State Reservation
Policy would apply tojobs in
the private sectors too. The
numberofjobs in the private
sector even within the state
is increasing day by day. The
cement industry is a ease in
point. The Reservation Policy
should be all-encompass-
ing and it needs to cater to
the needs of all the genuine
sections of thc population.
Reseivatiou should be Ot
genuine residents of the state
only. Given thc extraordinary
growth of population in thc
country, the policy also needs
to comc clear on the catcgori-
zation ofa ‘general category’
in the reservation policy. The
government should take thc
Reservation Policy imbroglio
as an opportunity to address
thc genuine needs of thc peo-
ple of the state. The Policy has
to look at things from a larger
and broader perspective and
more importantly, it needs to
be forward-looking

I'he major thrust should
be lo ensure that there arc no
legal loopholes in the policy
that could crcatc conflict or
give room for court interven-
tion and I hope that is not too
much to ask from our legisla-
tors. A fair and just reserva-
tion policy also requires that
it also addresses thc need of
the deserv ing memberso fthe
socicty. the differently-ablcd.
the poor, and thc weaker
sections of thc population.
The legislators cannot shy
away from their responsibil-
ity: in fact, a review of the
Reservation Policy was one
of thc issues that the regional
parties highlighted in their
manifesto in the very receni
general elections to thc state
assembly. This will be an
opportunity for the regional
parties and all thc political
parties in thc state to fulfill
their election promise.

dilemma lies in rc-cvaluating
thecurrentallocation of reser-
vations. Rather than dividing
thc 80% reservation into two
equal halves, with 40% for
the Garos and 40% for the
Khasis and Jaintia people, an
alternative approach could
be considered. This alterna-
tive suggests opening up the
entire 80% reservation to all
three groups, thereby creating
an environment of healthy
competition and fair oppor-
tunities. Such an allocation
would incentivize politicians
to prioritize th development
of their constituencies and
encourage constituents to
strive for exccllence

By adopting this alterna-
tive solution, the govern-
ment can promote fairness,
meritocracy, and unity. This
approach would not only
address thc reservations of
marginalized communities
but also cultivate a spirit of
healthy competition among
citizens, motivating them to
work hard and reach greater

(SI1X)

Meghalaya Data Portal:

Towards an

accelerated

and inclusive growth

By Sridhar Kundu

Meglialaya today is one of
the lowesi pcr-capita income
states in India. In 2022-23.
its per-capita income stands
at Rs. 98.572 compared to
national p;r-capita income
of Rs.1.72,000 per annum
The neighbouring state As-
sam's pcr-capita income is
Rs. 1.20.0C0 per annum (at
2011-12 cuTent prices).

Flic Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) o f Meghalaya
is about Rj. 42,000 crores in
2022-23 (at 2011-12 current
priccs). Over the last 10 years,
the annual average growth of
the state’s CiSDP stands at 7
percent compared to thc na-
tional growth rate o f 11percent
per annum at current priccs.

The state has adequate po-
tential of physical and human
resources tobecome a 10 bil-
lion USD economy (approx
Rs. | lakh crore). To achieve
this by 203C. tlie state economy
needs to yrow at an estimated
rate of 12 percent per annum.
Besides thisaspirational target,
it is more important to make
growth inclusive and to make
the maximum of its benefits
available lo thc poorest of
the poor. The NITI Aayog
2021 report says that about
33 percent of population in
Meghalaya arc multi-dinicn-
sionally paor compared to
national average of 25 pcr-
cenl Inthc Multi-Dimensional
Poverty Index (MP1). Megha-
laya scorcf 0.157 and ranks
far alicad cf national score of
0.112 in 2021 The state faces
the biggest challenge o fpulling
amillionphs o fits population
out of poverty. Data plays an
important role in resliapingand
redesigning government poli-
cies. It gives feedback about
the past and present policies
oftltc government. It presents
the past treid of the direction
of die ccoromy and its vari-
ous sectorsand thus, helps thc
governnicrt to examine the
merits and limitations of its
various policies. Intcr-scctoral
relationshipsarcalso examined
with thc help o f data.

I'he Meghalaya Data Po-
ral (MDP) is an effort of thc
state government to provide
a platform for accessing the
scattered avail-

The production trend of over
50 crops and their area cover-
age and productivity over tlie
last 25 years can be available
from the portal. Itwill help tlie
state toaddress the growiltand
productivity of crops mostly
produced by the small and
marginal land holders. The
large-scale infonnation on
production at district level
would help address the issues
ofcrop-diversification. use of
fertilizer and technology and
creatc a soil and environment
friendly agricultureccosystcni
in the state. Further, informa-
tion about MSP of various
commodities and pricc infor-
mation from various mandis
available in titc portal would
strengthen the agriculture
product market and bridge
the trust deficit gaps among
the producers and between
producer, consumer, and thc
state.

Socio-Economic

The MDP can be used
as a base point to measure
the socio-economic changc
as it provides district wise
household level detailed in-
formation regarding access
to road connectivity, drinking
water, toilet facilities, banks,
and other financial institu-
tions ctc. from thc source of
socioeconomic caste census
2011 Datarelated toacccssof
school education and quality
of school infrastructure can
be obtained from the portal.
Similarly, information on
various health indicators such
as. maternal and child health
status, access to health sub-
centres and primary health
centres at district and sub-
district level can be available
from the data portal

Financial Inclusion

Adeveloped network o ffi-
nancial institutions, theirqual-
ity inscrvicc and related infra-
stmcture facilities toaccess die
network, helpsaccess o feredit
to every sector and every sec-
tion ofsocicty. Credit plays an
important role in thc growth
and development of any scc-
tor of the economy. Access
of credit by cach deserving
person needs development of
infrastmetuic. The portal helps

able in die public domain in
various formats across differ-
ent sectors of the economy.
Activities related to scrapping
and collation of infonnation
and tostorethem in a readable
format and furtlier. use of tlie
data by public froma common
platform, areperformed by the
expert technicians from Bharti
Institute of Public Policy at
Indian School of Business. It
can be witnessed with the help
oftheweblink httpsrfmegha-
layadataportal.com

The MDP at its present
stage provides infonnation
about 30 datasets. Information
about most of these datasets
is available at the district and
sub-district level. Information
for some of thc datasets such
as Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY), Mission
Antyodays etc. is available

b-distri

inp informa-
tion of deposits and credit
disbursements by scheduled
commercial banks at district
level. Similarly, infonnation
about money spent by various
companies under the domain
of corporate social respon-
sibility for education, health
and oilier sensitive sectors of
the economy is available and
easily downloadable from titc
data portal
Government Development
Programs

The MDP provides dclaifcd
infonnation about important
developmental programs run
under various government
schemes. Information about
credit disbursements dirough
various banks under the Prad-
han Mantri Employment Cicn-
cration Program (PMEGP)
can help the state to track the
development of micro and

even at , village,
and paiKhavat level.
Macro Economy

Tlie consumer price index
(CP1) based inflation measures
the change n price level ofthe
daily consulted commodities
of households. Thc rise in
prices impacts tlie standard o f
living, Tlie Iwuselmkls at thc
bottom o fthe income pyramid
arc largely impacted by rising
priccs. The MDP provides
information aboutthe monthly
CP1 inflation rate of over 500
commodities grouped inseven
categories for the state for the
last 10years. This would help
the state machinery totrack the
pricc changes o fthc neccssary

heights. It would
politicians to focus on de-
veloping their constituencies
and promoting thc welfare of
their constituents, rather than
perpetuating divisive politics
Butalas! Will thc government
even open up thc avenues for

The government has a
valuable opportunity to unite
the three tribes and guide
Meghalaya towards a future
of inclusivity. growth, and
prosperity forall its citizens.

Yours ctc..
Jonathan W. langrai.
ia email

Letters to the Editor must have
thefull name, address and
contact number o<thewsiter,
eveniftheyare set by enil.
Only letterswith the requiite
cetailswill be pblished.

onsi
by thc poor households and
take nccessaiy actions. Pricc
level in die state is determined
by bodi internal and external
demand-suppiy conditions. On
the external front, infonnation
about import and export of
principal commodities such as
cotton, beverage, furniture cic.
from thc state isavailablc from

Il-scale enterprises and
their impact on employment
generation. Again, tlie updated
monthly infonnation about
benefits received under thc
Public Distribution System
(PDS)atdistrict level can lielp
improve transparency in the
system. Tlie portal captures
district level information on
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chai Yojana (PMKSY) and
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY). and village
infonnation about bencficia-
rics under PMFBY which
would lielp the state machin-
ery toredesignand reframe die
policy lo optimize the support
system in the field ofagricul-
ture and rural infrastructure
development.

Even with all the informa-
tion as discusscd above, thc
MDP docs not stop liere. Go-
ing forward, it aims to include
each micro and macro level
indicatoravailable in th pub-
lic domain and present them
with eye-catching visualisa-
tions to benefit the common

2015. The would
be useful in experimenting
with die comparative advan-
tages of tlie state in various
tradeable commodities.

Food and Agriculture

Agriculture and allied sec-
torsconstititcabout 19percent
ofthc state's CiSDPin 2021-22.
It has a significant contribu-
tion to employment and the
rural economy. The MDP has
a special focus on this scctor
by capturing micro-detailed
information about food and
agriculture status in tlie state.

man
economy and government
functioning. Itstandsas facili-
tator tobridge thc infonnation
gap and helps in improving
relationship between statcand
the people totake theeconomy
forward to achieve sustained
growthat higher level ofequi-
librium and tairer distribution
of growth among all citizens
ofthe state.

(Dr. Sridhar Kundu. Se-
nior Analyst. Bharti Insti-
tute o f Public Policy, Indian
School o fBusiness)
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Lessons from Manipur conflict
VIOLENCE hit Manipur is yet to limp back to
normalcy. On the contrary curfcw hours have
been extended instead of being gradually less-
ened. The violence that started on May 3 and
has officially claimed over a hundred lives (the
real numbersare yet unknown and will perhaps
never be known) and displaced over 45.000
people ofboth the Kuki-Zomi communities and
the Meiteis. What has happened in Manipuris a
total collapse of law and order - a state subject.
On May 3, some extremist groups from the val-

ley

the Arainbai Tengol and Meitei Leepun

unleashed vio.cnce in the Imphal valley burn-
ing homes of Kuki tribals and looting weapons
from no less than the armoury of the Manipur
Police Training College and 8 other police sta-
tions. How could this be allowed to happen if

not through collision?

That 10 MLAs representing the Kuki people
have written to the Union Home Minister seek-

ing a separate adm

strative arrangement. In

short they want nothing less than a self- gover-
nance model along the lines of the 6th Schedule
of the Constitution of India which grants to
tribals the right to govern themselves and to
develop the areas under their control in a nu-
anccd way which might not be possible under
a government where a non-tribal majority is in
control. A very robust form ofthe 6th Schedule
is seen in the Bodo Territorial Region (BTR)
with extensive powers to develop the hitherto
neglected human resource ofthe areas and create
institutions that would address the educational
and developmental backlog and also ensure that
people don't feel the sense of neglect that leads
to dystopia ar.d pushes them to take up arms

against the state.

The rising unemployment problem in every
state of the region and the inability of those
electcd to govern to think outside the box and
cieale situations wlieic investments can come in
and the youth can be gainfully employed outside
the government sector, has been plaguing the
region. The large youth demographics can be a
source ofdiscontent ifit works like a misguided
missile. And states with multi-ethnic popula-
tions need people with statesmanship qualities
to be at the helm. Chicf Ministers cannot be
seen to represent one or other communities.
They should represent the entire population of
the state and rise above their ethnic biases. To
play theethniccard in governance isadangerous
trend because it creates a crisis o fconfidence in
the governed. This is further aggravated by the
easy availability ofarms from across the porous
borders ofthisregion. There are vested interests
that take advantage of this youth powerand that
makes it a dangerous cocktail. There are lessons
to be leamt from the present crisis in Manipur
and one lesson is that it is imperative to create
platforms for discussions and deliberations on

any point of contention.

Is Enforcement
Directorate
meant for the
Opposition
only?

Hditor,

Every sclf-resp.xting citi-
zen isaghast at the on-going
inexorable and arbitrary
raids and routine summons
of the prominent opposition
parties by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).CBI, IT.
EC and other comtitutional
bodies for queries for hours
on end. thus, unnecessarily
harassing them ad infinitum!
Oflate, the general secretary
of AITMC Abhiskck Baner-
jee was grilled by ihe ED for
a marathon nine (9) hours
and at the end of queries.
Banerjee quipped. "Waste
oftime!"

Even the gull blc com-
moners arc reading between
the lines the wanton arbi-
trary sweeping actions of
the above consiitutional
bodies which arc indulging

in the insidious exercises
at the behest of the pow-
ers that be by abundantly
harassing the political ad-
versaries of the BJP. The
unfortunate victims must be
spending sleepless nights!
No wonder the incumbent
Chicf of the Enforcement
Department Sanjay Kumar
Mishra. who was appointed
in 2018 for a spell of two
years only had the blessing
of a third extension and this
is anybody's guess why he
has been reappointed. Either
way. the grapevine has it that
Mishra is an admirerofBJPs
ideology.

Paradoxically, many BIP
leaders such as the Chicf
Ministerofour nearest state
ofAssam isaccused o f water
scam, Suvcndu Adhikari
in Saradha scam and many
others are all walking scot
free. The ED is turning a
blind eye on such gargantuan
misdemeanors. Hencc. these
constitutional bodies are
making themselvesa laugh-
ing stock for the law abiding

100 Points Roster vs. Post Based Roster

Relook at Resolution dated
12thJanuary, 1972

Following tlic High Court
Judgment dated 05.04.2022,
directing the State Govern-
ment to implementa Roster
System to ensure that the
Reservation Policy is ad-
hered to in letter and spirit
ofthe Resolution dated 12th
January, 1972, the MDA
government vidcO. M. dated
10th May. 2022 issued guide-
lines to implement a 100
point Roster in pursuance
of the High Court Judg-
ment. The Notification dated
May 26, 2023 whereby the
Governor of Meghalaya has
constitutcda committccofall
political parties for discuss-
ing the implementation o fthe
Reservation Roster System,
and tosubmita recommenda-
tion of the same to the state
government within 15 days
means that it has bccome a
very pressing conccrn for
the suite.

In anticipation of this
Committee, and its recom-
mendation, | am WTiting this
article to bring to the atten-
tion of all concemed that a
comparison has to be made
between the mechanisms
of a 100 point Roster and
a Post based Roster, to see
which Roster will most faith-
fully and efficiently adhere
to the Reservation Policy
in the spirit and letter of the
Resolution dated January
12, 1972. So, for the benefit
ofall concerned, let us take
a glance at the mechanism
ofthe 100 point Roster, and
then at the mechanism ofa
Post based Roster, and then
atthe provisions of the Res-
ervation Policy.

So how is the 100 point
Roster drawn up? A point in
the Roster for any category
(Khasi. Garo. Other SCs/STs
or UR) is determined by di-
viding 100 by the respective
percentage of that category.
So, for example, in order
to determine the points in
the Roster in respect of the
Other STs & SCs category,
we divide 100 by that cat-
egory's quota percentage,
which is 5%. and so, dividing
100 by 5, wc get 20. There-
fore. every 20th point on the
Roster is eannarked for the
Other STs & SCs category,
i.e. points 20. 40, 60, SO
and 100. Similarly, for UR
category (15% quota), divid-
ing 100 by 15. wc get 6.67.
Therefore, every 7th point
in the Roster is earmarked
for the UR category. Since
point no. 1is earmarked for
UR. therefore every 7th point
from the 1stiseannarked for
UR category, i.e. 1.8 .15.22.
29. 36..............99. So. aficr
adjusting for the 5 points
of the Other SCs & STs
category, and the 15 points
ofthe UR category, wc have
80 points left, which will be
shared between the Khasi &
Garo categories (40% each),
which will be determined in
the same way, by dividing 80
by 40, which is 2. So, every
2nd point in the 100 point
Roster, after adjusting for the
Other SCVSTs and UR cat-

Yours ctc.
Jerome K Dicngdoh.
Shillong-2

Nagas more

foresighted

than Khasi-
Jaintia, Garos

Editor,

Nagaland attained state-
hood on December 1, 963;
Meghalaya, on January 21,
1972. The Nagaland Gov-
ernment reserved 80% of
posts for their Scheduled
Tribes comprising the Na-
gas, Cacharis, Garos, Ku-
kis, and Mikirs. Till date
wc have not heard of any
inter- tribal dispute on the
matter. The Government of
Meghalaya reserved 40% of
posts for the Khasi-Pnars.
40% for the Garos. and 5%
for other Scheduled Tribes
of Meghalaya. For this the
Governmentcurrently has to
handle a matter that isa very
hot potato

Yours ctc

Pynuh
Shillong-14

By Kitdor // Blalt

egories, is earmarked for the
Khasi and Garo categories,
respectively.

Let us take a look at how
a Post based Roster isdrawn
up. In a post based Roster,
the number o fpoints is equal
to tlic number of posts in a
cadre. Each p>stis assigned
a point. Tlic first post will be
point no. 1. the second post
will be point no. 2, and soon,
according to the strength of
the cadre. A pcint in the Ros-
ter for any ealegory (Khasi
Garo. Other SCs'STsor UR)
isdctennincdby first multi-
plying each point with the
respective quotas of all the
categories, to jet the fraction
of the post for cach category
So, forexample, for point no.
1. we multiply 1 by cach of
the categories’ percentdgc of
reservation. if. | x 40/100
for Khasi. | x 40-100 for
Garo, 1 x 5/100 for Other
SCvSTs, | x 15/100 for UR
The fraction of post/point
no. 1 will be 3.4 for Khasi
0.4 for Garo. 0.05 for Other
STs/SCsand 0.15 for UR. In
this way, for each post/point
in the Roster, Ate fraction for
each of the ealegory against
that point'pojt is obtained,
by multiplying the number
of that postpoint by the re-
spective percentage of cach
category. So, in this way, the
Roster is drawn up.

Now, how ire the points.1
poststhen earmarked forcach
of the categories in this Post
based Roster? Atany point in
the Roster, wken any of the
category's fraction reaches
the nextwholenuniber mark,
say I, or crosses that whole
number, say 12. that point/
post will be earmarked for
that category. For example,
in such a Roster, the fraction
for the UR category will
be 0.9 at point no. 6 (6 x
15>100). and it reaches 1.05
at point no. 7 (7 x 15/100).
So.at point no 7, the UR cat-
egory, by getting a fraction
of 1.05. has cither reached
a whole number or crossed
it, from its previous fraction
0 0.9 and so Ihat post/point
no. 7 will be earmarked for
the UR category.

Now, what happens at
points no. 1 and 2. where
none of the categories have
yet reached a whole number
or crossed it? The highest
fraction at postpoint no.
1is 0.4 (for Khasi & Garo
categories) and at point no. 2
is 0.8 (also, for Khasi & Garo
categories). The Resolution
dated 12th January. 1972
clearly allows for a fraction
upio 0.4 to be rounded off
to I, at clausc 3(1), and so
points no. 1and 2 will be
earmarked for Khasi or Garo
category

Now, what happens at
those points where none of
the categories readies a next
whole number or crosses it?
In such cases, the pointpost
will be eannarked against
the category with the high-

Education
system requires
complete
overhaul

Editor.

| winced in agonising
emotional pain reading the
report: "Cry for revamp of
education sector after poor
results.” (ST May 27.2023)
How oficn have we read
headlines to tfiis effect year
after year? Shouldn't wc
have rectifiedall the malaise
that plagues the education
system by now! We are a
small state and students tak-
ing the school examinations
arc very small in number.
Now should there be any
excuse for the neglect of
our school education? It's a
shame thatwe cannot getour
act together and putour stu-
dents first! And the reasons
given by the MLA reflects
notjust his own inadequacy,
but the government's too.
cannot accept the govern-
ment's lethargic approach
and, here again, let one and
all exercise "heir 'Duty of

est fraction (cither Khasi or
Garo), such asat points no. 11
& 12. Butifone of the other
Reserved categories (Other
STs/SCs)obtainsa minimum
fraction of 0.4. that fraction
can be rounded offto 1 and
that point eannarked for that
category IF" that category is
as yet under-represented in
that cadre, such as at point
no. 8 in such a Roster.

What happens at point no.
20, where all the categories
reach their next whole num-
ber? At point no. 20. it is
the UR category that is yet
under-represented (less than
15%). and so that pointpost
is eannarked against the UR
category. But of course, at
point no. 20, all categories
reach the next whole number,
including UR. Cven if under-
represented. the rounding off
0f0.4 fraction will not apply
to UR such as at point no.
3. but only to the protected
categories, as per clausc 3(1)
of the Resolution

Now, considering the
above working mechanisms
ofboth the 100 point Roster
and the Post based Roster,
which of the two will faith-
fully and efficiently imple-
ment the State Reservation
Policy in the letter and spirit
ofthe Resolution dated Janu-
ary 12. 19722 If we look at
the 100 point Roster, the
Other STs'SCs category will
only be filled at every 20th
point. Now, assuming wc
are at initial preparation, the
Other STs'SCs will only be
filled at point no. 20. But
what if, in a particular cadre,
there are only 8 or 15 vacan-
cies in a period of one year
or two years. In that ease, the
Other STs'SCs category will
remain undcr-represented
until such time as the 20th
point is filled up. Thus, this
100 point Roster is deficient
to fulfil the clause 3(1) of
the Resolution dated January
12. 1972 which provides for
filling up of a post in favour
of an under-represented Re-
served category, in cases
where no eligible candidate
from that category can be
recruited in a particular year
Whereas, the Point based
Roster is sufficient to meet
the provision at clausc 3(1).
since it is drawn up based
on the fraction of cach post/
point for cach category.

Another deficiency in
the 100 point Roster can be
seen if we suppose that in a
particular cadre, there are yet
only 15 posts. If we look at
the 100 point cycle, in such
acadreof 15 posts, there will
be 3 URs. 6 Khasisand 6 Ga-
ros. In such a case, while the
representation of the Khasi
and Garo categories meet the
40% quota, the UR category
is over represented at 20%
Ifwe take acadre with asyet
10 posts, UR are still over
represented at 20%. If wc
take a cadre of 8 posts, UR
arc over represented at 25%.

Care' to shame and disgrace
the government into placing
education as top priority.
Let'sall show our deep, deep
anger, becausc it's the angry
person who can bring about
a change! If Gandhi wasn't

This defeats the principle
of adequate representation
which is outlined at Article
16(4) of the Constitution,
as well as the Resolution.
Whereas, in a Post based
Roster, it allows for the 8th
point/postto be eannarked to
the Other STs/SCs category
since it meets the minimum
fraction 0f0.4, which can be
rounded offto 1.

Lastly, the Resolution
provided that if there are
no eligible candidates to
fill the Reserved posts for
a particular category, in a
particular year, those posts
will beavailable to othercat-
egories, and the deficiency
in respect of that particular
category will be carried over
to the next rccruitment year,
provided that the deficiency
will not be carried over for
more than one year. The Post
based Roster is sufficient to
implement this provision
without hassle as any excess1
deficiency will be adjusted
over the successive points,
within a period of one year.
But 1 am not sure how this
will be implemented ina 100
points cycle

Now, mention must be
made of the case "R. K.
Sabharwal vs. State of Pun-
jab™ as well as the case “J.
C. Mallick vs Ministry of
Railways", where the Consti-
tution Bench o f the Supreme
Court held thatreservation of
jobs forthe backward classes
SOST/OBC should apply to
posts and not to vacancies.
What this means is that once
a post has been filled by
Reservation, then that post
is to be earmarked for that
particular category, even if
that particular post becomes
vacant due to retirement,
resignation, promotion, ctc
Such vacancy must be filled
by the same category, sincc
the Reservation that wasear-
marked for that post applies
to that post, and not just to
the vacancy ofthat post. The
100 point Roster is deficient
to meet this principle held
by the Court, sincc vacan-
cies arc filled according to
the points earmarked in the
Roster cycle, and the reserva-
tion ofthe posts that bccome
vacant due to retirement,
resignation proniotioa ctc. is
notaccounted for. However,
a Post based Roster is not
subject to such a 100 points
cycle, and is only as long
as the strength of the cadre.
At any point, when a post
becomes vacant due to retire-
ment, resignation promotion,
etc., that postwill be filled up
by the respective category
that was earmarked against
that particular point/post in
the Post based Roster.

All in all. in view of all
the above considerations, it
seems that the Post based
Roster is the system that will
most faithfullyand efficiently
implement the State Reserva-
tion Policy, in the letter and
spiritofthe ion dated

(SI1X)

Cooperative or
Combative? The
Saga of Milk Wars

By Ajit Ranude

During the recent Karnat-
akaelections, oik divisive is-
sue was about the milk brand
Amul from Gujarat versus
local braid Nandini. How
did this becomc an clcctoral
issue? That is bccausc Amul
was seer to be muscling
into Nandini's territory. The
entrant was identified with
the incumbent ruling party,
and local Nandini's causc
was chanpioncd by the op-
position. Itwas also framed
as a fight to preserve local
identity versus a nation-
ally rollc) juggernaut with
a Gujamt origin! Normally
a fight between consumer
goods brands (whether food
or clothiig or even milk)
would bewelcomed by con-
sumers. That's bccausc it
signifies more choice, better
quality, and perhaps lower
prices. That's how capitalism
works. And how companies
compete. But Amul and
Nandini ;re not companies.
They arc cooperatives, of
milk producers. The success
ofacoop:rative is not mea-
sured by only sales revenues
or profits, but how well it
serves it, members. Since
cach mecaiber is a farmer,
the gain to the farmer conics
via fetching a higher price
for his milk, which he sells
to his cocperative. But high
procurcnvnt pricc of milk,
means lower profits for the
cooperative sincc itis a bulk
buyer. That is ok. since in the
final analysis, the net gain to
the farmer, with higher pro-
curement pricc (as a farmer
member) plus lower profit

milk is a daily production
and consumption item, and
Kuricn's insistence that the
major share of the price of
milk flow back to the pro-
ducer of the milk and not to
middlemen or suits running
the “company”, the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Market-
ing Federation became a
hugesuccess. Naturally after
Kuricn it attracted (he atten-
tion of politicians, sincc it
became a vehicle to grant
political patronage. Amul
the brand 0f GCMMF is one
of India's most succcssful
brands, with a turnover of
55.000 crore. ahead of giants
such as Hindustan Unilever
and Nestle. It is callcd the
"Taste of India”.

Amul’s success has many
factors, and this spacc is too
limited to describe the en-
tire strategy. It has become
a staple of case studies in
business schools. Basically
it collects milk from mil-
lions of small fanners, who
get a decent price. And the
value added products like
icecream, butter, cheese are
managed in a more central-
ized. and often “corporate”
style. These arc manufac-
tured in state o fthe art plants
loeated in many states, and
the shdf life of these prod-
ucts is much longer than the
plain milk sourced from the
farmers. The growth of a
super brand also has hdped
sustain profits and incomc
to its members. There is no
danger ofa hostile takeover,
cxcept perhaps by politi-
cians, which is the banc o fall

share (as a ) is
superior o max profit and
lower procurement pricc.
Hence whether it is Amul in
Gujarat or Nandini in Kar-
nataka it isan emotive issue,
notjust for loyal consumers
but also farmer producers.
The success of Amul meant
the death of Nandini, and
10ss to lo<al farmers. That's
why it becamc on emotive
issue in the elections. Amul
was able o contemplate go-
ing beyord its state borders
thanks to an amendment in
the Cooperatives Act nation-

The
case ofsugarcane is interest-
ing. India is the world's larg-
est producer of sugar, with
roughly one third coming
from Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra and Tamil Nadu plus
two southern states. Howev-
er, it is only in Maharashtra
that sugar factories continue
to be nm by cooperatives
whereas more than two third
of India's sugar sector is
nm in the capitalist mode.
Of course, this sector docs
not enjoy the huge success
and profitability of Amul

“This was the hone o fcontention between Nandini
andAmul. It is also aproxyfor the tension
between the cooperative model which cannotgrow
inan rnlimitcd way, and the capitalist model o f
shatvholder owned company. ”

ally, which affect multi-state
cooperatives. Nandini can-
not retaliate by muscling
into Amul's home territory
in Gujaral.

The original idea of pro-
moting cooperatives was to
protect tIK interest of small
farmers, be they in milk,
oilseeds, jugareancor credit.
By pooling their producc
they gain more bargaining
power vis-a-vis their cus-
tomers. Itisa voluntary asso-
ciation of producers. As per

and other milk federations.
Income of dairy farmers
who arc members of milk
cooperatives grow fasterand
arc more stable than those of
sugarcane farmers, or oil-
seeds. Besides, sugarcane is
sinking with a huge subsidy
burden and unpaid dues to
farmers.

So Amul's growth now
needs more territories, i.e.
operations in other states,
and possibly taking away
market share of local dairy

January 12. 1972.

meeting with the MLA, for
his presentation to the CM!

2) How wonderful it
would be that a student ex-
change programme be initi-
aled for all school going
children/grandchildren of

angry and at be-
ing kicked out o fthe railway
compartment, he wouldn't
have taken a turn in his life.
I believe.

The MLAgivesexamples
of the poor performance
of Garo Hills, lamenting
ill-equipped infrastructure,
inadequate teachcr train-
ing and insufficient train-
ing institutes. And when lie
pointsa fingersaying, "Ifthe
authorities arc not serious,
how can the students get
proper education...” made
me double up in loud and
unrestrained laughter! I'm
struggling to continue this
letter because hysterical
laughter has gripped me,
so let me end with two sug-
gestions.

1) His request to the CM
for a streamlined education
sector bo aggressively pur-
sued. (I'm available to havea
no holds barred, even hitting
below the belt, preliminary

b ucrats, and
implementers o feducational
policics/plans for at least a
period o fone month to these
far-flung schools that lack all
what the MLA mentions. I'd
rather it was three months!
There has to be a turning
point in our school education
where the culture and ethos
from the humble teachers
to Principals/Heads, from
officers to politicians to
genuinely work with an un-
matched enthusi-

India" the coop-
eratives are in the Suites* list
and arc supposed the oper-
ate within state boundaries.
But in 1984 a Multi-State
Coopcrat ves Societies Act
was passed which was later
amended in 2002, and most
recently in 2022. The most
recent anendment makes it
easier for cooperatives to ex-
pand thcit national footprint,
often to the detriment of
local producers of the same
commodiiy.

As such, the growth and
expansion of cooperatives
is inherently constrained
because hey cannot raise

p . This was the
bone of contention between
Nandini and Amul. It is also
a proxy for the tension be-
tween the cooperative model
which cannot grow in an
unlimited way. and the capi-
talist model of shareholder
owned company. Coopera-
tives arc essential when the
small producers' income
and livelihoods need some
protection, be they in milk
or groundnut or oilseeds or
cven sugarcane. That is why
the government has been
actively pushing the farmer
producer companies” model
which is a hybrid between a

Inacom-
pany. one shareholder can
bring in large amounts of
capital, become the dominant
or niajoriy owner, and pur-
sue growtliand call the shots,
sincc the voting rights arc

asm. passionand dedication.

This student exchange might

move the conscience of the

educatorsand accountability
will be their watchword

Yours etc.,

Kevin Phillips

Shillong - 19

Articles and letters ap-

pearing on (his page are

the views of the writers/

authors and not that of

The Shillong Times

Notso inacooperative. Even
with a latge contribution of
capital, no single member
can get trorc than one vote.
This creates a disincentive
for influx of capital, and
hence growth. In that sense
cooperatives are the oppo-
site of capitalism. But they
have been hugely successful.
especially in Gujarat, thanks
to the early, pioneering,
and visionary leadership
of Verghese Kuricn. Since

perative and a capitalist
company. But cxcept for
the milk scctor. the success
of cooperatives has been
limited. And in the milk
scctor. the success of local
milk federations requires
that giants like Amul are
kept at bay, and not allowed
capitalist style "hostile take-
overs.” Amul is not only
a Super Brand, globally
known, but also a precious
success story of the home-
grown cooperative move-
ment. Nurturing that succcss
story means some constraint
on its growth too.

(The writer is a noted
economist) (Syndicate: The
Billion Press) (email: edi-
torfQihebillionpress.org)
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“The best and most beautiful things in the
world cannot he seen or even touched - they
must befelt with thc hcurt.”

—Helen Keller

The Shillong limes

Vd\o:1.XV No. Hit

SHILI.ONC. WEDNESDAY. MAY31.2023

Luxury in Jails

THE Supreme Court deserves praise for an
observation it made this week that “nobody
should expect luxury injails.” It was respond-
ing to a complaint from thc accused in a Rs
2.5crorc financial fraud case that he was denied
“luxury” in thejail. Clearly, criminals have be-
gun demanding a happy-go-lucky life insidejail.
Notably, overtime, several relaxations had been
effected in the way prisoners arc treated in jail.
Hand-cuffingo fcriminals isavoided even when
they arc taken out, based on a questionable Su-
preme Courtdirective. The dresscodes too have
changed and several criminals are produced by
the police in court in colourful dresses match-
ing celluloid glamour. Little wonder, then, that
hardcore criminals coming out of jail commit
more such crimes during parole or end of jail
term, and show a desire to return to jail. Politi-
cians and businessmen injail cells are provided
with ACs, fridges and more. Such facilities are
provided to prove that the establishment gives
due regard to human rights. In the proccss. na-
tional interests are compromised.

Thc footlcose manner in which systems are
subverted in this country is a matter of serious
concern. Murder, per se. is not thc only most
abhorred among thc crimes. The freewheeling
loot of the exchequer, banks etc and similar
financial frauds arc equally reprehensible and
their consequences arc graver in nature in terms
of the harm these causc to national well-being.
That the scenario is steadily worsening isa wor-
risome thought. What fuels thc fire is thc way thc
justicc dispensation system responds to crimes.
Governments themselves arc often seen to be of-
fering a kid-glove treatment while tackling such
situations. Officials engaged in massive loot of
the exchequer get away with their act and with
the millions lhcy made, by serving a couple of

years'jail tenn.

Laws arc fashioned in a weak manner to
puni»li the guilty, and it gels unduly luusher in
selective cases involving vested interests. For
instance, thc Kerala government promulgated
law weeks ago to punish anyone who confronts
health-care professionals with seven years’
jail. Yet. an official who looted crores from the
exchequer might get away with his act or with
fewer years ofjail term. It is often that officials
caught ineases o fbribe-taking are restored to the
service aftera few months* suspension. Many
such officials laugh their way back to service
as they are granted back-wages for thc entire
period o fsuspension. Governance is not simply
the building of flyovers, highways or rail lines
or paying salaries to employees or vigorously
“producing” more laws by the hour. National
well-being which includes due punishment for
crime iswhala good government should ensure,

first and foremost

Corrigendum: In yesterday’s editorial, in thc
sentence, "How could this be allowed to happen
ifnot through collusion?" thc word collusion was
misspelt as collision. Tlie error is regretted.

$
Why this
adamance
Mr. Chief

Minister?

Editor,

At ihe outset, let's go
through this recap to put
things in the right perspec-
tive. Meghalaya-the 21st
State of the Indian Union
was carved out of the erst-
while Stale of Assam on thc
2nd April 1970 asan Auton-
omous State, created under
the Assam Reorganization
(Meghalaya) Act 1969. con-
sisting of the firmer Garo
Hills District and United
Khasi and Jainta Hills dis-
trict of Assam. Meghalaya
became a full-fledged State
in the midnight of January
20-21, 1972 in accordance
with the provisions con-
tained in thc North Eastern
Areas (Reorganization) Act,
1971.

From 2nd April 1970 to
21st January 1972, Meghala-
ya wag an Autonomous State
with limited pjvvers. The

Provisional Meghalaya Leg-
islative Assembly consisted
of 41 (forty one) Members,
38 (thirty eight) members- in-
directly clected and 3 (three)
nominated members. It was
during this time on January
12, 1972. tlie notifications of
the Suite Reservation Policy
(SRP) came vide letter No.
PER.222 71 138. May we
ask whether the SRP was cre-
ated by the Provisional State
over a cup of tea or wc can
sec the minutes o f Ihat meet-
ing where these resolutions
ofihe SRP were taken?

The First General Elec-
tion to the Meghalaya Leg-
islative Assembly was held
in the beginning of March
1972. The first Session ofthc
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly of clcctcd members
was held on ihe March 25
1972 with the Acting Speaker
(Shri Jor Manik Syicm) in the
Chair at Shillong. Clearly,
the State Reservation Policy
was ot framed by an clected
government ofa full-fledged
State, yet the Chief Minister
is adamant not lo discus::
and review thc outdated

Unconstitutional Meghalaya
Reservation Policy

Wikipcdiadcfines Reserve-
(ion as a system ofaffirmative
action in India that provides
historically disadvantaged
groups Representation in educa-
tion. employment, government
schemes, scholarships and
politics. Based on provisions
in the Indian Constitution, it
allows thc Union Government
and tlx: States and Territories
of India to set reserved quotas
or seats, at particular percent-
ages in Education Admis-
sions. Employments. Political
Bodies. Promotions ctc. for
“socially and educationally
backward citizens”. Further for
the disabled the Indian Con-
stitution provides for thc right
lo equality under Article 14,
which allows for "reasonable
discrimination”, which has
two sub-categories, namely,
equality before the law and
equal protection of thc law.
As thename suggests, equality
before law means “everyone
is equal before the eyes of the
law and shall thus be treated
equally.” However, equal pro-
tection of law means, "likes
be treated alike but unlike
shall not be treated alike™. I;or
instance, in an examination,
the time duration is two hours
for students with no disability,
but it is four hours for blind
students. This is "reasonable
discrimination,” which is to
bring the unequal to the same
pedestal as thc equals and then
treat them equally.
Furthermore, clause (4)
of Article 16 of the Constitu-
tion on which the Meghalaya
Reservation Policy is based
on. states that the State shall
not be prevented from making
special provisions for reserva-
tion in thc appointments in
state-related services to any
backward class of citizens,
who the State thinks is not
adequately represented in thc
State services. Under clause
(4) of Article 16 thc govern-
ment is freeto prov ide reserva-
tioniifit is satisfied on (Ik*basis
of quantifiable data that back-

By Mikrak Marak

has always been a bone of
contention belwcen thc two
major tribes of Meghalaya.
This is not something new. and
stretches bock :othe inception
of the state. The Garo’s have
bccome ambivalentanda Imost
inured to it. Ever sincc the Me-
ghalaya High Cotin ordered
the implementation of thc
Roster System, ccrtain groups
in Khasi hills, have made de-
mands from a perceived Garo-
led government, that it should
be implemented prospectivdy
and not retrospectively, the
contention being that, if it is
implemented retrospectively
then the Khasi tribe will no-
longcr get employment for
another 50 years, which ironi-
cally is an adnission. that a
rtain

Government is to keep in mind
Ihat the Constitution of India
docs not desire more than 50%
reservation and a Nationalistic
view should be taken so that
no class ofcitizen is deprived
of his/her rights guaranteed
by the C of India”.

caution is to be exercisedand a
spccial case made out.” These
observations of the top court,
have been given a myriad of
local twistsand interpretations,
to (it the political narrative in
Khasi hills. Ihe very fact, Ihat
we consider ourselves spccial
andextraordinary is delusional,
and is not a fact that has been

Repeating thc same the High
Court order, emphasised the
importance of implementing
the Reservation Policy, pro-
portionately and equally, even
for the general category, so that
the. "dream and intention of
our Constitutiontobringall die
citizens in oik level is bound
to collapse, because forward
classes (general category) will
comc down and backward
classeswill go up. which is not
the intention of tlie makers of

has been getting, more than its
fair share of the employment
cake: whether the appoint-
ments. stretched over 50 years,
have been done in a legal
manner on merit, or through
illegal means ‘manipulations,
unadvertiscd fosts, backdoor
or illegal appointments) is an
altogether separate matter.
However, whai has stirred thc
hornets’ nest arc thc demands
of a nascent political party
based in the Kltasi hills, which
has decided that it is not satis-
fied and that cnly the review
of the Reservation Policy,
based on poptiation and with
80 percent reservation of thc
three tribestogether, is thconly
acceptable solution.

It may be mentioned that,
the Hon'blc High Court of
Meghalaya, ordered thc im-
plementation of thc Roster
System, in order toensure tlat
the State Reservation Policy is
being adhered to in letter and
spirit. In 2022, thc Meghalaya
High Coun in a ease titled.
Grencth M. Sangma vs The
State of Meghalaya & ors,
and after having examined thc
employment dita in our state,
ordered the il ionof

ward classes are
represented in the service.
Ihercforc, it is very clear, that
in every ease where thc State
decides to provide reservation,
there must be two qualify-
ing circumstances, namely,
"backwardness" and “inad-
equacy of representation.” "I
the States fail to apply these
tests, thc reservation would
be invalid." In fact. Articlc 16
(4) is applicable only if thc
following two conditions are
met: (1) Ihe classofcitizens is
backward,and the said class is
under-represented in State Ser-
vices; (2) The class ofcitizens

the Roster System, excerpts
from this order states “It is
hereby noted further that those
who have obtained qualified
marks or beneli marks as fixed
for their respective categories
only they can be appointed in
that particular category itself.
To be clearer one category
cannot cncroach into the other
category even if they get the
highest mark*". Further, it
states that "the presentappoint-
ment followed by thc State
Government to bring a candi-
date from oik category to the
othcreatcgory s totally illegal,

i and in viola-

the C ofIndia”

So. keeping in mind, the
constitutional yardstick ofrep-
resentation in the services, as
the correct measure for back-

y incourt,
Itis therefore, absolutely erro-
neous on our part to think Ihat
our rights are somehow more
superior to die rights of odicr
hockvvard classes or the general
categoly citizens o fourstate, in
the eves of tlie law.

Furtlier. in tlie said observa-
tions of thc Supreme Court,
the operative words arc 'sonic
relaxation in this strict role.”
therefore, this relaxation may
only extend to thc already
approved 10% for thc EWS
reservation above tlx* existing
50% reservation limit, as es-
tablished in thc Indra Sawhney
Case. While the entire matter

wardness. thc Government of
Meghalaya should take this
golden opportunity, exactly
as in the ease of Nagaland, to
carrying out a census on thc
social, educational and eco-
nomic backwardness of cach
tribe, that is. thc Khasis. Garos,
Jaintias and other backward
classes, as well as representa-
tion of the general category
citizens in the services. Based
on this quantifiable data, of
backwardnessand inadequacy
of representation in thc ser-
vices. a decision should be
made on thc review of the
current Reservation Policy.
This will effectively kill any
future opportunistic attempts
by any group, to politicise the
Reservation Policy, and bring
lasting harmony in thc rela-
tionship ofall thc communities
living here.

Furtlier.as is die cstablished
practice in all Indian states diat
follow a Reservation Policy.a
dear catcgorizatiorvdiv ision
percentage, of said reserva-
tions with a Roster System,
must be maintained or made
in order to prevent one com-
munity poaching on the rights
of the other, as enshrined in
ihe principles of Articlc 14
and 16 of the C i

is extremely subj , one
is absolutely certain that tlie
entire case for relaxation, will
depend entirely on irrefutable
facts alone, especially on thc
cxact ratio of the different
classes employed in ihe slate
services, sincc 1972.
However, what one finds
extremely disturbing is thc
false political narrative that,
a review of the Slate's Reser-
vation Policy will secure thc
future of Khasi youths, and
that it is a magical panacea
and a curc all solution, to
the unemployment problem
in Khasi Hills. The facts arc
however completely the op-
posite. It is unfortunate, but th.
‘Era of Government Services
is over’ and this factual situ-
ation and reality, is the same
forall the tribes and inhabit-
ants of Meghalaya. Available
vacancies are a mere handful,
while the unemployed in the
entire state already number in
lakhs. The perception dial the
Government is the perpetual
factory, responsible to provide
employment to all the youths
is wrong and must not be
further perpetuated. The solu-
tion of course lies in equitable
cvonouiie development of the
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The Child is Father of thc Man

World No Tobacco
Day 2023

By Dr Caleb Harris

William Wordsworth, in
his famous poem penned in
1802. “My Heart leaps up
(The Rainbow)”, used thc
phrase, Tltc Child is Father
ofthe Man'. While he hoped
to retain his childhood joys
forever, thiscould also mean
that traits, be it positive or
negative, which children ac-
quire, will remain with them
through adulthood.

Itis delightful to observe,
across Meghalaya, be it in
a small roadside eatery, or
a swanky restaurant, young
and old afikc pause to say
grace before their meal. This
isprobably because this is in-
grained from theirchildhood
Hence it is sad to know that
as per the Global Youth To-
bacco Survey 2019, 34% of
13 to 15 year-olds in Megha-
laya were found to be using
tobacco. This isa survey done
among children aged 13 to 15
years of aj:c. commissioned
by thc Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India(Gol) and
found that across India, thc

corresponding rate was 8%.
Sad. bceaisc these children
are likely o continue using
tobacco throughout their
short life, iruncatcd by can-
cer. respiratory and cardiac
illnesses.

Meghalaya has the dubi-
ous distinc ion o f topping the
country in the proporti

a signature campaign to
this effect too. Meghalaya
State Tobacco Control Cell
(STCC) has been award-
ed thc World No Tobacco
Day Award 2023 for the
South East Asia Region
for its work on tobacco
control by the World Health
Associaiion(W'HA) for this
program. But such an ini-
tiative of Ihe government
would be fruitless ifthc same
students go home tosec their
parents use tobacco.

World No Tobacco Day
has been observed on the
31st of May every year,
since 1987. An initiative of
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), this year, thc
theme is ‘Grow food, not
tobacco’. The focus is on
the lies of the tobacco in-
dustry. which claims that if
people stop using tobacco,
the livelihoods of farmers
who grow tobacco will be
destroyed. This is far from
the truth as there arc several
otheralternative crops which
these farmers can cultivate

and reap better profits. The
Meghalaya government has
adopted thc theme. 'My
Meghalaya, Tobacco-free
Meghalaya', which has been
propagated widely by thc
school children.

Recently, during a meet-
ing held to deliberate on the

cancers caused by tobacco,
with 70.4% of cancers in
men and 46.5% of cancers
in women of East Khasi
Mills Disliiel utliibutaUle to

This goes for everyone, ir-
respective o thc tribe or com-
munity. they belong to. Once
reliable data is available, the
State goveminentshall be free
(empowered) to catcgorise or
elassify backward classes (ST/
SC) as backward and more
backward, under Articlc 16(4)
of the Constitution. It must be
on the basis of quantifiable

jectivity alone, that

is under-repi in State
Serv ices. Therefore, keeping
the above constitutionally
mandatory requirements for
reservations in mind, t)c politi-
cal assertionsofcertain groups
in our state, for thc review of
the reservation policy, based
tin population, is a legally in-
valid demand, which will not

words, “in temis o ftheir popu-
lation” can only be found in the

tion of Aniclc 14 and 16 of
the Constitution o f India.” This
particular order is in reference
to the unlawful practice in our
state, o fappointing a particular
more privilege! community
against thc quota of another
disadvantaged community, as
well as at the expense o fother

the Reservation Policy be re-
viewed. and not on tlie basisof
misleading local perceptions,
tribal loyalties and politically
fuelled propaganda.

Tlie Supreme courtjudge-
ment that. “While 50%shall be
the rule, it is necessary not to
putoutofconsideration certain

deven the
general category citizens, thus
depriving all tlicsc other cat-
egories of their rightful share,
finally culminating in the order

Reservation Pol-
icy. which for all intents and
purposes, and unfortunately
for the agitating groups, is not
a document which is superior
or above the Constitution of
this country.

Now coming back to our
State, the Reservation Policy

policy which has long out-
lived its life. Let us remind
him Ihat thc Constitution of
India which was drafted by
the Constituent Assembly
formed in 1946. comprising
of a group of 300 people
with Dr. B. R. Ambcdkar. as
thc Chairman ofthc Drafting
Committee came together
and finished thc drafting of
the Constitution in 1949. It
look them three long years of
discussions and deliberations
to bring the Draft Constitu-
tion which was eventually
adopted and implemented
from January 26, 1950. In
spite of that, the Constitu-
tion of India had undergone
a total of 105 Amendments
over time to incorporate the
desires and aspirations o f the
people as needed.

In stark contrast, hcrc-in
the present day Meghalaya,
we have the MDA govern-
ment led by NPP which does
not even want to discuss the
outdated SRP which was
framed under peculiar cir-

for tlie implementation of tlie
Roster System in the state.

situations inher-
ent in the great diversity of
this country and the people. It
might happen Ihat in far-flung
and remote areas, on account
ofihcir being outof the main-
stream of national life and in

i nd uliar

entire slate. 3
Tourism, Industries, nurturing
ofthe corporate sector in vari-
ous fields, and the opening up
o foureconomy, will go a long
way to generate lasting em-
ployment, rather than cosmetic
changes of the skewed Reser-
vation Policy of Meglialaya.
Personally. lam in complete
agreement with thc observa-
tions of thc High Court of
Meghalaya, that die reserva-
tion policy must not cxcced
50%, sincc the future o fall the
youths in the state, including
those in thc general category,
are equally important. So,
if there are any fair minded,
conscientiouscitizcns whether
Khasi. Garo, Jaintia or from
the general category, please
approach thc Supreme Court
to permanently and formally,
an end to tlie repeated po-
liticization. of thc reservation
policy in Meghalaya. Forthose
wondering why die High Court

]
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llic High Court
order further states, "the obser-
vations and directions given
aboveare to befollowedstrict-
ly.and that when, while revisit-
ing the Reservation Policy, the

tire Khasi-Jaintia-Bhoi com-
munity. and focusing only on
the Garo community. While
the entire Khasi-Jaintia-Bhoi
community is-allying behind
the VPP President* Ardent
Miller Basaia.vmoit. who is
on hunger strike for over a
week, demanding the review
of the SRP. itis shocking to
see Ihat the Chief Minister is
maintaining complete a stoic
silence while his allics-the
UDP and HSPDP have also
supported Bah Ardent's de-
mand. It is equally baffling
to hear the arguments of the
Stale Presides! of NPP. Dr.
Kharluklii justifying the SRP.
Can he prove lhat the condi-
tions of villages in remote
comers of Khasi-Jaintia-Ri-
Bhoi areasareany less back-
ward than thalofthc villages
in remote Garo Hill areas in
term of basic infrastnicture-
health centers, education,
roads, clectridty, connectiv-
ity, job opportunities, etc.?
Or perhaps he thinks that in
the last 51 years, the Khasi-
Jaintia-Bhoi areas have de-

as
eailiei, displaying insensitiv-
ity to the concerns ofthc en-

veloped so much so that they
are comparable to Shillong

to and characteristic to diem,
need to be treated ina different
way. some relaxation in this
strict rule may become im-
perative. Indoing so. extreme

and our Garo Hill areas are
as they were for the last 51

years.

Ifthat be the ease, which is
certainly not, it is not because
of the Khasis but becausc of
their elected representatives
who have failed them for the
last 51 years; therefore, dear
Garo friends, make them pay
for it. Another shocker is thc
statement o f Education Min-
ister, Rakkam A. Sangma.
on the threat of Supreme
Court ruling on reservation
I think he is undermining
thc wisdom of the highest
court of the country. Can Mr
Rakkam A Sangma guaran-
tee that intaining status

of did not intervene
i£50% is thc maximum permis-
sible limit, it is bccausc only
the Supreme Courtof Indiacan
preside over matterso fcriteria
in Reservation.

Reservation Policy and havea
combined reservation for all
Meghalaya STs without di-
viding it on the basis of tribes
and review it every 10 yeans.
Let us give meritocracy a
chance and let the best minds
nilc the State for good.

In theworst ease scenario,
if the Supreme Court, in its
wisdom, strikes down our
reservation to 50%. we will
cope with it. The state gov-
ernments in all the states arc
ruled by their people for the
welfare of thc entire state,
hence it is naive to believe
that the State government
docs not know how to balance

quo on the SRP will enable
the Supreme Court to rule
in favour of thc State? Thc
Supreme Court ruling on
the existing reservation will
impact several other state
governments where similar
reservations arc in placc.
Importantly. West Bengal
Tamil Nadu. Maharashtra,
Tclangana and many other
states have crossed the 50%
reservation cap. Tlie need of
the hour is to review the State

its

posts. E.g. in Assam-more
than 50% of live posts arc un-
reserved. same is with Odisha
and other states. Have a look
at their recruitments. Less
than 5 percent will be non-
Assamesc. of non-Oriya. etc.
Mostofthe posts are filled by
locals purely based on merit.
Perhaps, our flawed Reserva-
tion Policy is itself thc root
causc of our underdevelop-
ment in the last SI years.
Let the best mind among th

tobacco tops the
country in the incidence of
oesophageal cancer(canccr
of the food pipe) with ten
times the incidence seen in
other states. This is also one
of the caiKers attributed to
tobacco. Meghalaya also has
among the highest incidences
ofcancer in the country (131
per lakh population).

The Government of Me-
ghalaya. through a joint ef-
fort by thc departments of
health and education, has
successfull/ implemented the
“Tobacco Free Educational
Institution(ToFEI) program
to curb use of Tobacco by
school students. As part of
this program, the school is
expected to ensure that no
tobacco productis sold in and
around schools (upto a radius
of 100 metres), no teachers
(or other staff) use tobacco in
the school and activities such
as pledge against tobacco arc
taken up or a regular basisby
the students.

This month the students
have participated in rallies to
spread awareness about the
ill effects of tobacco around
the state and have conducted

Khasi. Jainsias and tltc Garos.
purely based on merit with no
interference from the political
class, mn ihe administration
ofthe Statcand see where we
reach in the next ten years or
s0. Believe me, wc will have
the best doctors, dentists, en-
gineers, pharmacists, nurses,
allied mciiical technicians,
ctc. from among ourselves.
Our Meghalaya Public Ser-
vice Commission. District
Selection Committees, all
recruitmen! boards, ctc. will
be mn by lie sharpest minds
without fc;ror favouracross
Meghalaya. Friends! Meri-
tocracy and optimism is thc
only way forward
Yours ctc..
Prof. Lakhon Kma,
NEHU

Retrospective
Implementation
of Roster System:
Its Effects

Editor.
The retrospective imple-

trategics for
one of the speakers shared
his observation. While he
was in a marketplace, there
were school children going
around collecting signatures
from adults, which was es-
sentially a pledge against
tobacco. He was shocked. he
said, to see agentleman sign
one of these pledges while
still smoking a cigarctte. Not
surprisingly. 47% of adults
in Meghalaya use tobacco,
as compared to the national
average of28.6% according
to the Global Adult Tobacco
Survey (GATS 2016-17).

The citizens of Meghala-
yaneed to introspect on this,
As adults, wc are expected
to be role models for chil-
dren. Wc need to tell them
what is right and wrong, but
unfortunately, the reverse
is happening. Thc children
arc exhorting the adults to
shun tobacco, which has no
beneficial cflfect to human-
ity (apart from the profit it
brings to those who trade
it), while it should have
been thc other way around
Arc the children fathering
us on this?

(The writer is M.Ch
(Surgical Oncology) and
can he reached at surgon-
co(aoutlook.com) (Views
expressed are personal)

mentation ofthc Roster Sys-
tem in Meghalaya heavily
favours our Garo brethren.
The case in point is the rc-
cruitmeritof 69 JDAs in the
oflicc ofthc DirectorofAc-
counts and Treasuries vide
MPSC Public Notice No.
MPSC/Advt-54 /1/2020*
2021 of April 4. 2023. Out
of 69 posts. 38 (55.07%)
posts arc reserved for thc
Garosand 25 (36.23%) posts
arc reserved for thc Khasi-
Jaintias. Ifwc goby the ratio
of 15:40:40:5, the reserva-
tion would be UR-10.35%
KJ-27.6%. G-27.6%, OST-
3.45%

The Government of Me-
ghalaya had not implemented
tlxr Roster System during the
past 50 years from 1972 to
2022. Ihe method adopted
toallot quotas to thc 5 com-
munities of Meghalaya is
suspect. Everything should
be placed thc in public do-
main for thc stakeholders
to peruse.

Yours etc.,
A. Pyrtuh
Shillong-14



