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M ann ki baat hits century
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi must be lauded 
for his Mann Ki Baat programme that he skilfully 
employs to reach out to the masses for the past 
over eight years. Its 100-th episode was an occa­
sion for celebration and the UN broadcast it live 
at its headquarters in New York. Modi is first and 
foremost a performer on the political stage and yet 
he wisely kept politics out o f  this unique endeav­
our. Mis claim is that this is the Mann Ki Baat o f 
the crorcs o f  Indians and that it’s strengthening 
the social fabric o f  India. The Congress party has 
termed this a Maun Ki Baat, as Modi remained 
“silent" on the pressing issues o f  the day. Truth 
obviously lies somewhere in between.

Mann Ki Baat has been motivational, inspira­
tional and educative while its principal audience 
principally comprises ordinary folks, who have 
time at hand an a sweet Sunday. This is more so 
for the women across villages as All India Radio 
and Doordarshan arc the sole mediums that pro­
vide a staple riiet o f information and entertainment 
to them by the hour. Modi has shrewdly caught 
onto these in the form o f  a direct interaction with 
the masses. The subjects he took up were appeal­
ing to their crdinary senses like Beti Bachao, 
Bcti Padhao. the use o f Khadi, the inspirational 
stories o f  ordinary men and women who charted 
out an exemplary course in various walks o f  life, 
the unknown heroes and heroines in the rural and 
urban landscapes. There have also been praises 
o f  the legendary figures o f  the past like Babasaheb 
Ambcdkar, community leaders across states and 
regions; a dear attempt on the part o f  the PM to 
endear himself to such segments o f  the popula­
tion.

Question is. do we require to learn history from 
a Prime Minister or whether showering platitudes 
on the dead would take the nation forward. Jawa- 
harlal Nehru wrote Discovery o f India from jail 
before he became PM. Modi hesitates to speak 
about serious matters concerning governance even 
as a  PM leading the nation as its chief executive 
can, from a vantage point, enlighten the public on 
the course that his government and the nation arc 
taking in multiple fields. The PM rather skirts such 
matters, a reason why the educated and enlight­
ened upper segments o f the society are disinclined 
to spare their time for this programme. It is clear 
from the PM's tone that he specifically targets 
the lower rungs o f  the society, or the children, the 
grandmas and such like. People are missing an 
opportunity to learn about the state o f the nation 
or its governance today. What is worse is that the 
PM has remained silent on the ongoing protests 
by female wrestlers against sexual harassment by 
those runningthe federation. Why pick and choose 
only some topics? As PM, Modi must address all 
sections o f  the citizenry.

The issue o f  reservation 
policy in the sta te  and  the 
outcom e o f  the im broglio  
from the roster system have 
created bad feelings amongst 
the major tribes in the state. 
P ressure  g roups and  even 
leaders o f  different organiza­
tions have put their weight 
behind their respective com ­
m unity 's claim s. T he issue 
has started to even create a 
division amongst the people 
w ho live in the Khasi and 
Jafttia regions o f  the state. 
Sonic people take advantage 
o f  the reservation policy and 
the roster system to say that 
the major tribes who live in 
the Khasi and Jafttia H ills 
regions are not the sam e and 
hence should be considered 
as a separate category in the 
state reservation policy. This 
column docs not wish to say 
anything about the reserva­
tion policy issue, but instead 
about the tribe a s  such.

O u r  sto ries a rc  
o u r  H istory 

It is  generally  acccptcd 
that the Khynriam, Pnar, War. 
Bhoi, Lyngngam, and Maram
are all the same people, but 
the question is what is the 
basis  o f  o u r  c laim . T hey  
a ll share the sam e genesis 
o f  how  the tr ibe  Hynftcw 
Trep Hynftcw Skurn cam e to 
be called “ki Hynftcw Trep 
Hynflcw skum "or”ki ynfiaw 
w asa. ki ynftaw  w asting". 
ITic creation story that there 
w ere originally 16 huts, with 
7 deciding to  com e down to 
liarth and the 9  remaining in 
heaven is shared by all.

T hey  speak  the
sam e language 

Though there is a varia­
tion in the ir d ia lec ts , the 
K hynriam . Pnar. W ar Jaft- 
tia . Bhoi. L yngngam . and 
Maram. speak the same lan­
guage. The Pnar. the W ar the 
M aram. and the Lyngngam 
may not be able to understand 
each other but from the lin­
guistic point o f  view but the 
language they speak belongs 
to the same group known as 
the Austro-Asian Monkhmcr 
g roup  o f  languages o r  the 
Khasi-khmuic.

T hey  sha re  the 
sam e cultu re  

The culture that is unique 
to this particular tribe is that 
the lineage is taken from the 
m o th e r 's  clan  line. In the 
matrilincal system followed 
by the tribe, the clan is the 
m ost im portant unit in the 
fam ily , a n d  the  m a ternal 
uncle holds a special status 
in the system. That the people 
w ho live in the Khasi and 
Jafttia regions o f  the  sta te  
are the same is also evident 
from the fact that there arc 
a lso ku r in Khasi hills that 
a re related to kurs in Jafttia

By / /  H  M ohrmen

hills, such as ka Larnin and 
o th e rs  in W jr Jafttia  area  
are related to Laloo, Pyrbot, 
and others in Pnar area and 
Dicngdoh. Marngar. Syngai, 
and Pariong in Khasi hills. 
All o f  these clans believe they 
d e scended  from the sam e 
progenitor, ’ka Tawchibidi." 
S im ila rly , the Sutnga  a re  
related to the Syicmlich. and 
so on. The Mukhim is related 
to the Challaia in Jafttia hills 
and  there arc Shylla, Sut- 
ing in Khasi hills a s well in 
Jafttia hills. ‘Ilicsc arc only a 
few examples o f  the connec­
tion based on dan; the list is 
however not exhaustive.

The people and 
fhclr stories 

The K ynriim , Pnar. War 
Lyngngam. M tram .and Bhoi 
a lso have a  ri;h  tradition o f  
storytelling. They not only 
share the same creation story 
but stories likeka krem lamet. 
krem latang. ka Tew luri lura. 
u kwai tym pcv bad ka duma 
3t(i ore few stories that were

ja rs  in the Saipung areas o f  
the East Jafttia hills.

T h e  Traditional religion 
T he native religion fo l­

low ed by the people  who 
belong  to  the g roups may 
have some variations but the 
csscncc is common to all. In 
their pantheon o f  gods and 
deities, there is the supreme 
G od U Blci o r U Trc kirod 
and  there  a re  ki ryngkaw  
ki basa. ki lei Ting lei sent, 
and  others. T he im portant 
role held by the rooster a s a 
m ediator betw een humans 
and G od is common to all the 
m ajor groups. The sacrificial 
offerings or ka chat ka kheft 
a rc  a lso  sim ila r and the ir  
concept o f  the after-life  is 
a lso the same, that a person 
would jo in  the nine huts in 
heaven and eat areca nut to 
eternity.

T h e  tr ib e ’s trad itiona l 
value system 

The H ynflcw  T rep  has 
th e ir  u n iq u e  w ay  o f  life  
w hich d ifferen tia te s  them

The issue has s tarted  to even create a 
d iv is ion  am ongst the people  who live  
in  the K hasi a nd  Jahtia reg ions o f  the 
state. Some people  take advantage o f  
the reservation p o lic y  and  the ro s te r 

system  to sa y  tha t the m a jo r tribes who  
live  in the K hasi and  Jahtia  H ills  

regions are n o t the same and  hence  
s h ou ld  be cons ide red  as a separate  

ca tegory in  the state reservation policy.

to ld  and  retold in a ll the 
communities. There arc also 
parallel stories, the story o f  
Umi'am and UmTcw is similar 
to the story o f ka Lukha and 
ka Lunar that the two rivers 
w ere sisters and they on one 
market day dx 'idcd  to visit 
the market in he plains. The 
sisters dccid td  to com pctc 
against cach other and  see 
who can rcacli the market in 
the plains first.

T he mono ith cu ltu re
The other customary prac- 

ticc that people have in com ­
m on is the  m onolithic  o r 
mcgalithic culture a s tlx; case 
amongst the Pnar and the War 
Jafttia. In some communities, 
the tradition is continued by 
people who still follow the 
t rad itio n a l re lig ions. The 
m onolith  euliure is not as 
simple as oncihinks it is. yet 
i f  one studies the tradition 
one would fird the similar­
ity in  the sto res that people 
tell about these stone monu­
m ents. T he only varia tion  
may be the m ejalithic bridge, 
the sculptures, the carvings in 
the War Jafttia and the stone

from the o the r tribes that 
a re  again shared by all the 
d ifferent sub-groups o f  the 
Hynftcw Trep. People’s tradi­
tional values include leading 
a morally upright cxistcncc. 
being a loving, caring, and 
giving community, and hav­
ing a close relationship with 
nature. This value system is 
closely woven into people’s 
lives, em bodying  cardinal 
principles o f  "ka lip  bricw 
tip  blci. ka kamai ia ka hok. 
ka tip kur tip  kha bad ka tip 
hok tip  sot". These arc the 
four cornerstones on which 
the life o f  a member o f  the 
tribe stands.

The main idea o f  a tribal’s 
way o f  life is likewise based 
on the belief o f  ’ka bhalang 
uba bun balang* or "ka bha­
lang ka imlang," which trans­
lates as the com m on good 
o r  well-being o f  a ll. which 
com es up very strongly in 
their lives as a community. 
"Ban im don akor. don bu- 
rom." o r living in propriety 
and honour, and "ban bat ia 
ka nia ka jutang, ka jingkor- 
dor ka shikvnticn ka hok nc

u thyllicj ksiar thyllicj m pa," 
w hich m eans keeping  the 
honour o f  spoken w ord, are 
som e o f  the  q ua litie s  that 
people hold in high regards. 
T he profound  connection 

w ith M othe r N ature  
The Hynftcw Trep people 

a lso  consider nature o r the 
E arth to be their mother (mei 
ram ew /B ci ram aw ). and it 
is also the dwelling placc o f  
the "ki ryngkaw ki basa" or 
nature deities. They sec riv­
e rs  and m ountains a s gods 
and deities and hcncc have a 
elose bond with nature. They 
weave stories about the rivers, 
mountains, hills, animals, and 
even natural phenomena and 
the m ost im portan t aspcct 
in this regard is the fact that 
they see  anim als and other 
creations a s equal beings. In 
their understanding o f  nature, 
man is not the master to lord 
over the creations or nature; 
he is not even a steward but 
an equal being in nature.

In  today’s  world, they call 
it natural resource manage­
ment (NRM ). but in all the 
subgroups they already have 
a tradition inbuilt in the indig­
enous traditional knowledge 
system (ITKs) that protects 
forests and even water bodies, 
n ic y  may call it law kyntang. 
law adong o r law shnong. but 
it is people’s way o f  manag­
ing their resources.

G enetic evidence 
A lthough tracing the ori­

g in o f  humans using genetic 
science is still at a nascent 
state, even studies using DNA 
treat the people who live in 
the Khasi. Jafttia arc Ribhoi 
areas as one tribe.

T he Jafttia  Story 
The Jafttias have a history 

o f  flourishing Kingdom from 
1500 till the kingdom was an­
nexed by the British in 1835. 
The kingdom’s  reign extends 
from Gobha-Sonapur in the 
north and to the river Surma 
in the south, to the cast lay the 
river Kupli and to the west the 
Brahmaputra. It is also one o f  
the few kingdoms in the re­
gion to mint its coins, yet the 
hills people o f  the kingdom 
belong to the ‘khun u I lynftcw 
T rep Hynftcw skum ’ tribe. 
But in Jafttia Hills there arc 
also tribal groups who do not
sprak ihi* Mrnik-hmrr group
o f  languages and do not fol­
low a matrilincal system and 
they are the BeateB iatcs o f  
Saipung. the Hmar o f  Khad- 
dum  area, and the H adcm o f  
Saitsama.

In conclusion 
In conclusion therefore, 

despite certain differences in 
the manner in which people 
speak (dialects), and other 
variations, the Khynriam. the 
Pnar. the War. the Bhoi. the 
L yngngam , and the Maram 
are the same people.

Health Dept 
Response on 

Gramin Healthcare
Editor,
This is in response to the 

Letter to the Editor written 
by Francis K honglah. Ex- 
IRS O fficcr. p iblished in 
you r new spaper on  A pril 
26. 2023. The conccrncd  
has expressed his disagree­
ment on tl»c engagement o f  
a private primary healthcare 
p rov ider, qucsiion ing  the 
c red ib ility  o f  ihe p riva te  
healthcare comptuiy. Gniinin 
Healthcare, and he intention 
o f  the Government to bring 
in such an initiative into the 
State.

Across the country, pri­
vate hcalthcarc is available 
in big c itics only. D ue to 
lack o f  primary hcalthcarc 
delivery in rural areas, the 
common people from rural 
villages are forced to travel 
to the citics when in need o f  
health services, ihus wasting 
their day’s wages and bear­
ing extra travel costs. Hcncc. 
the Govemmcni o f  Megha­
laya is taking proactive steps 
fo r s tre n g th en in g  public  
health facilities by creating 
several new health facilities 
in remote areas across the 
State. In addition to  these 
e ffo r t s ,  th e  G overnm en t 
a lso  brought this last mile 
hcalthcarc  solution using 
innovative models through 
private primary hcalthcarc 
providers to  the rural and 
remote areas, where villag­
ers can  easily have acccss 
to a doctor, basi; diagnostic 
services and a phannacy -  all 
in one placc and at a reason­
able cost.

T he idea is  to  p rovide

more options for rural com ­
munities with a  mix o f  both 
public  health  cen tres  and 
private clinics, with the in­
tention o f  making hcalthcarc 
acccssib lc  and a ffordab le  
for all. However, this docs 
not mean that it has stopped 
im proving facilities a t the 
public health centres.

Currently, there arc 20 vil­
lages across the State where 
G ramin Healthcare Clinics 
arc present and are providing 
the com fort o f  a consu lta­
tion with a doctor and being 
checked by a nurse. Som e­
tim es patients have their first 
eye test at these clinics. Close 
to about 4000 patients from 
the clinic locations as well 
as surrounding villages have 
a cc esse d  s ta n d ard  health  
services from these clinics. 
Ihe  contentment and general 

appreciation o f  people with 
the services prov ided at these 
clinics is already testified in 
the article published.

It is a lso  none bu t the 
nurses, pharm acists, centre 
m anagers from  the  S ta te  
who provide services at these 
clinics. Close to 100 youths 
front the State have gained 
em ploym ent from G ram in 
Hcalthcarc since the clinics 
w ere scaled up across the 
State in August 2022. The 
false narrative o f  b ringing 
consultants, etc.. is not just 
unnecessary but misleading 
and incorrect.

Enabled by the G overn­
ment. G ramin started its first 
pilot c linic at Sohrarim  in 
April 2020 after it showed 
in terest in se rv in g  in the 
rural areas. All expenditures 
for the pilot were bom c by 
the company itself. Good re­
sponse from the community 
prompted the Government to

scale up this model across the 
State. Gramin was sclcctcd 
via an RFP that w as floated 
by the G overnment on De­
cember 16. 2021. details o f  
w hich are available on the 
public domain (hupsi/.’mbda. 
gov.in'rfp-selcction-agcncy- 
sctting-and-running-hcallh- 
carc*ccntcrs-2 0 -locations* 
across-statc-mcghalaya).

A good  healthcare  d e ­
livery system requires both 
private and public interven­
tion for quick and increased 
coverage. False accusations 
such as those made by  Mr. 
K honglah w ould not only 
impede the objcctivcs o f  the 
G overnment but also mislead 
people. It is also suggested 
that m edia  houses should 
verify the facts with the con­
cerned department or study 
the  m a tte r  on the g round  
before publishing such re­
sponses to news reports.

Yours etc., 
TG Momin.

Joint Secretary to the 
Government o f  Meghalaya.

Health & Family Welfare 
Depart mcnt

Timely article and 
an eye opener

ilditor.
I t w as e n co u rag in g  as 

well a s a huge relief to read 
A vncr P ariat’s a rticlc  "No 
more meetings on garbage, 
please." (ST April 28.2023). 
W hat a sober and intelligent 
a ssessm en t o f  a p rob lem  
that like so many others has 
been allow ed to  grow  into 
an indomitable challenge. In 
addressing this ghastly m on­
strosity that daily assails our 
senses, he has taken the bull 
by the horns and exposed the

bull...'manure'. But there is 
hope and as the articlc points 
out we can start with simple 
s te p s  lik e  b ann ing  sm all 
plastic bo ttlo  and packcts, 
u sing  natural a lte rn a tiv es 
and most o f  all encouraging 
sincere local environmental 
activists. Why not pay them 
instead o f  fat cat consultants 
w hose advicc is never car­
ried out anyway and are only 
hired to make it look as  i f  the 
governm ent o f the tim e is 
seen to be doing something 
'important?*

I grew up st a time when, 
among other liings. we used 
the beloved cloth 'pla icw \ 
paper packaging, ju te  sacks, 
cane tics and tfic same bottle 
to  rep len ish  c o o k in g  o il. 
Today however convenience 
and appearance matter more 
and we have our singlc-usc 
neat sanitised plastic bottles 
and jars , plaslic bags o f  all 
sizes which cnee discarded 
poison the environment.

Pariat's article therefore 
rightly reminds us o f  the ills 
o f  thoughtless consumerism 
fuelled by the need to always 
have what 'tlKy' have. Yet 
w e cannot ignore scicncc. 
Nearly all know ledge contin­
ues to evolve and my sense 
o f  sclf-righU ousncss with 
regard to recycling was easily 
punctured when 1 read this ar­
ticlc: 'G lassorplaslic: which 
is better for the environment? 
( h t tp s :‘ vvvvvv. b b c .co m ’fu- 
t u r e a r t ic l e ^ t^ t^ T - g la s s -  
o r-plastic-vvH ch-is-bcttcr- 
for-thc-cnvironm cnt) Not 
much to choose between the 
two, it seems and that makes 
for uneasy reading.

It is time for those in pow­
e r  to  m ove with the tim es 
otherwise w lm  they will be 
remembered lor is their role

in hastening the destruction 
o f  our beloved homeland.

Yours ctc., 
Janet Hujon.

Via email

Is the interview for 
I .DA in EJH Court 
a mere formality?

Editor,
Last time I flagged about 

the notorious LDA examina­
tion conductcd  by District 
Court Khlichriat and as ex­
pected  I c leared  the w rit­
ten exam and was therefore 
callcd for the interview. But 
sadly, they gave us just about 
8 days to  prepare  fo r the 
interv iew . I w as sccptical 
and a lso  pessim istic about 
appearing for the interview, 
given the situation that was 
created during  the w ritten 
exam. I always thought that at 
least, recruitments to courts 
w ould be fair and without 
bias unlike recruitments un­
dertaken by the government. 
It is with this optimism and 
hope that I presented myself 
before the interview  board 
for the LDA post. But to my 
surprise. I was asked by the 
panel o f  interviewers whether 
I had prior working experi­
ence, to which I replied in 
the negative. Then another 
panel m em ber commented. 
“We want people with prior 
experience." I recall that in 
the advertisem ent, nothing 
was said about prior working 
experience being a criterion.

W hen 1 go t ou t o f  the 
in terv iew . I a sked  m yse lf  
w hether they would prefer 
the temporary' staff (who also 
qualified for the interview)

yes. why at all call the rest 
for an interview  and  exam. 
Around the corridors also, it 
w as heard that possibly they 
would prefer the temporary 
staff who already are in the 
court o ffice. I w as further 
disheartened. M y friends who 
appeared for the  interview  
with me also have the same 
apprehensions as 1.1 hope this 
thought is not true. However 
judging from the appointees 
for the driver’s  post where the 
majority o f  those appointed 
arc already w orking in the 
office it would seem to be the 
criterion adopted.

T his is not to  d iscred it 
the ones who passed on their 
own merit but the factors arc 
such that familiarity seems to 
weigh heavily in the minds 
o f  the interviewers because 
a prior relationship has been 
established.

I hope that these thoughts 
I harbour arc not true so that 
people will not lose faith and 
trust in the judicial system. 
I lope the results are based on 
fairness and m erit and that 
som eone is no t appo in ted  
m erely  bccausc  they have 
already been temporary staff. 
Ihe reality is that all o f  us arc 
qualified and can also Icam 
to work in the olficc o f  the 
court. However, I will not be 
surprised if  all the posts arc 
allotted to the temporary staflT. 
Ihe  results will show the true 
co lours o f  the recruitm ent 
process.

Yours etc., 
Mr. R. Lamin 

Khlichriat

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and  not tha t o f
The ShiHunft Times

Provide Living Wages, 
Rights and Entitlements for 
Every Worker in The State

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

T he first day o f  May is 
the occasion for workers to 
conic together to  cclcbratc 
and  rem ind everyone that 
they are indispensable, but 
yet the most oppressed sec­
tion . A w orke r's sw ea t is 
the lubricant which greases 
the wheels o f  the economy 
and  furthers the growth o f  
the  State/N ation. A happy 
w orker can always contribute 
immensely but unfortunately 
that is not the ease in Me­
ghalaya

O ne should not m iscon­
strue that tlic workers’ move­
ment is a Communists’affair. 
The socio-economic move­
ment for I ving wages, free 
health  car;, education and 
housing is not the monopoly 
o f  Comminists* groups. Wc 
do not have to be a Marxist to 
understand the pangs caused 
by the present socio-cco- 
nomic hardship in the State. 
In this neo-libcral e ra . ex­
ploitation against workers is 
intense and people are mak­
ing their fortunes by breaking 
the backs o f the workers. It 
bccomcs vital for the workers 
in the State to  com e together 
a s a collcctivc to fight against 
all forms o f oppressions and 
to push forpro workers poli­
cies and laws.

Traditionally, in Europe 
the first day o f  May is com­
m em orated  a s th e  sp rin g  
fe s t iv a l. The ob se rv a n ce  
originated in ancicnt ag ri­
cultural conm unitics among 
the  Grccl>s and  Rom ans. 
However, the May Day as the 
Internatioral W orkers’ Day 
w as adopt;d  a t the Sccond 
In tern a tio n al C o n fc rcn cc  
o f  Workers* O rganizations 
and Socialists held in Paris 
in 1889. The International 
W orkers Day is marked by 
protests and demonstrations 
and across the globe workers 
take to the streets to  com ­
memorate the past struggles 
against a host o f  w orke r’s 
rights violations, including 
lengthy workdays and weeks, 
poor conditions and  child  
labour.

Today, the condition  o f  
w orkers is getting worse and 
w c have entered into the nco 
slavery system. In Megha­
laya the workers, especially 
those in p rvatc scm i private 
institutions do not get their 
basic rights and entitlements 
like  leaves, liv ing  w ages, 
eight-hour day and holidays 
ctc. They d og  from dawn to 
dusk and work 12 to 16 hours 
a  day for a  meagre incomc o f  
less than Rs 9000 a month. 
It is an irony that wc have 
the richcsi C h ie f  M inister, 
whereas the monthly salary 
o f  sales girls and sales boys 
range between Rs 2000 to 
4000 a month. 'Ihcrc is stark 
poverty, incomc disparity , 
jo b  insecurity, low wages, 
starvations perennial health 
issues in the form o f  stunting, 
wasting, infant and maternal 
m orta lity  rate s a rc  rising. 
There is now a huge chasm 
between the haves and have 
nots in the State.

M eghahya is one o f  the 
worst performing States as 
far as the implementation o f 
minimum w ages for w ork­
ers across the spcctrum  is 
conccrncd . T he m inim um  
wage in M eghalaya stands 
at Rs 380 per day  and the 
Official Wage Board is pcr- 
functory and also the enrol­
ment o f  con tra c t ion workers 
a s pe r law is  dism al. The 
regulation and protection o f 
workers’ rights, especially in 
the unorganized scctors is a 
non-starter Not only that the 
State has tailed to  regulate 
and protect workers’ rights, 
including migrant workers 
but the w orkers in general are 
left at tlx; mercy o f  contrac- 
tors1 labour contractors who 
fix the daily wages o f  their 
w orkers at will and  many 
are also found flouting labour 
laws and regulations.

T h e  tw o years  o f  pan- 
dcmic and lockdown was a 
harrowing experience for the 
working class in the State. 
T he incom c su p p o rt p ro ­
nounced by the Government 
under the C h ief M in ister’s 
R e lie f  A gainst W age Loss 
(CRAW L) was a damp squib.

The G overnment’s despica­
ble attitude and indifference 
to the plight o f  the poor and 
working class is evident.

A year ago. the streets o f  
Shillong w ere replete with 
agitated workers, from the 
Association o f  SSA school 
tcachcrs to Federation o f  All 
School Teachers o f  Megha­
laya, who have been clam ­
ouring for their basic right 
to  living wages and various 
entitlem ents. The teacher- 
led agitation  a lso  reflects 
the deplorable condition o f  
the education system in the 
State. Unlike other plump 
departments. “ Education is 
neither a profitable portfolio 
nor can one make fast buck 
from it. so no one seem s to 
take keen interest and thus it 
has been left to  rot".

O n se v e ra l o c ca s io n s  
in the past, the Meghalaya 
ASHA Workers Union had 
to  cease work and com e out 
into the streets to  protest 
against the delay in payment 
o f  incentives, among other 
pressing issues. Hie ASHA 
arc  trained  fem ale health  
volunteers and  on ground 
they a rc  working full time 
from dawn to dusk to  fulfil 
their tasks. Therefore, one o f  
their legitimate demands is 
that the State must upgrade 
them  as fu ll- tim e  health  
workers and it is a  fact that 
the ASHA volunteers play a 
vital role in the health care 
system in the State. On the 
contrary, they arc the most 
underpaid w orkers/volun­
teers and are being exploited 
to the hilt.

Now in the  State there 
is  th e  cm crg cn c c  o f  g ig  
w orkers w ho also play an 
important part in the growth 
o f  the economy in the State. 
At the same tim e, wc cannot 
ignore the fact that majority 
o f  workers in the State arc 
working two jobs in order 
to feed their families. Life 
is loo hard for the workers, 
especially the unorganized 
w orkers in the State. U n­
fortunately. today we spend 
more time and energy quar­
relling over the reservation 
policy in the G overnm ent 
scctor which barely gener­
ates 12 to  15 %  o f  jobs in 
the jo b  market and that too 
is catering to a  handful o f  
"privileged class” who have 
acccss to quality education 
an d  a rc  w ell c o n n cc tcd . 
W hile the real tim e issue 
o f  w orkers' rights, both in 
organized and un-organized 
scctors. remains oblivious.

The d iscrim ination and 
the sin o f  unfair treatment 
tow ards the w orkers must 
end . T ogether the w o rk ­
e rs  m ust raise  a w ar cry 
for " Justice. Equality and 
D ignity" and proclaim their 
rights for living wages, free 
health carc. education and 
dcccnt housing. The workers 
o f  Meghalaya m ust reiterate 
their stand and must be justly 
and fairly treated in every 
aspect. T hus, the workers 
in the State dem and (i) to
immediately adopt a policy 
towards providing a living 
wage to all workers (ii) to 
immediately implement the 
equal pay for equal work 
(iii) to  immediately raise the 
salary o f  all the tcachcrs in 
the State a s per Law (iv) to 
constitute a Private School 
Regulatory body and protect 
the private school tcachcrs 
again st e x p lo ita tio n s  (v) 
safety and better working 
conditions (vi) a Legislation 
for the protection o f  Domes­
tic Workers (vii) to regulate 
and protcct workers' rights 
and  e n title m e n ts , w hich  
include migrants labourers, 
as per law (viii) to upgrade 
ASHA volunteers as regular 
health workers (ix) to im ­
mediately constitute the Me­
ghalaya Domestic Workers 
Welfare Board. Meghalaya 
Gig Workers Welfare Board. 
P riva te  T ranspo rt W ork­
ers Welfare Board. Private 
School T cachcrs W elfare 
Board ctc. and (x) to consti­
tute the Meghalaya Affirma­
tive Action Commission to 
look into the implementation 
o f  reservation policy in a  just 
and fair manner.
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“ /I// the art o f  living lies in a  fin e  
m ingling o f letting go a n d  holding on. ”

—  H avelock Ellis
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M eghalaya’s Health Sector
MEETING the icalthcarc needs o f rural Meghalaya 
lias been a persistent challenge in Meghalaya. In the 
last five years however, there have been significant 
initiatives to ensure that health needs o f the rural 
population are being met through targeted inter­
ventions. One teason for high maternal and infant 
deaths is the poor health and nutrition of the pregnant 
mother who then gives birth at home to an under­
nourished child because institutional delivery was 
not accessible for pregnant women living in remote, 
unreached hamlets where there arc no roads. The 
MDA Government has made some noble interven­
tions in the form o f the CM-CAREs scheme (Com­
fort. Assist. Rcspect. Empowerment). Under this 
scheme every month a robust network o f frontliners 
track the growth o f about 5 lakh children in the age 
group o f 0-5 years in the villages o f Meghalaya. 
Children are being weighed in Anganwadi centres 
which are now functioning as mini health centres 
and those that are underweight are being prescribed 
proper diets and vitamin supplements. PM CAREs 
was launched in December last year and needs to 
be carefully monitored so that it delivers what is 
being envisaged.

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma had stated at the 
launch o f  the CM CARE scheme that Anganwadi 
centres would be transformed into Early Childhood 
Development Centres with better infrastmcture and 
professionally trained Anganwadi workers. Parents 
would be made important stakeholders in this pro­
gramme. Improving the overall human development 
goals is part o f Ihe UN initiated Sustainable Devel­
opment Goals (i>DGs). Additionally, the MOTHER 
Programme - M eghalaya's Outcomcs-orientcd 
Transformation in Health, Nutrition, Education and 
Rural Development Programme will ensure that 
key data on health, nutrition, education and rural 
development arc collected and collated and the same 
data will be viewed in the chief minister's dash board 
in real time. This micro data will be used to make 
policy interventions. The MOTHER App uses real 
time data on pregnant women to monitor their health 
status on a continuous basis. This should help reduce 
maternal and irfant mortality the twin concerns in 
Meghalaya.

Now that 31 CHCs are being upgraded into first 
referral units ta tackle emergency surgeries and 
other health concerns, access to healthcare would 
further improve and there would be less dependence 
on private healthcare providers. The Government 
would be doing great service if  it is able to ensure 
that resident doctors are in place in each of these 
CHCs. For decades, doctors commute from Shillong 
to the CHCs and do so only on market days. Hope­
fully that era of non-resident doctors will now be 
over when the 30 doctors currently trained in Chen­
nai to handle UltraSonography, life-saving skills, 
emergency observatory care. Caesarean delivery 
(C-scction) among others return to take on their 
responsibilities. The first referral units would ensure 
that pregnant mothers do not have to travel more 
than 45 minutes to 1 hour for delivery. This would 
democratise healthcare delivery, apart from making 
it affordable.

Matriliny and 
dynamics

its
O f  late there have been 

wide speculations about the 
resilience and future o f  one 
o f  the oldest know n kinship 
institutions in society - Matri­
liny , a s  it made headlines in 
many local dailies and b e ­
cam e a topic o f  d iscussion 
am ongst academ icians and 
scholars about the em erg ­
ing issues and  c hallenges 
to  th is  ag e-o ld  a nd  m uch 
venerated social institution 
among the  Khasi. This leads 
one to  wonder w hether the 
term  'M atr ilin ea l puzzle* 
which w as once coined by 
the British A nthropologist 
Audrey Richards w ay back 
in 1950 to  understand and 
analyze  m atrilineal norm s 
and principles has some truth 
behind it.

I f  one goes by the vari­
ous theories in Sociological 
and Anthropological litera­
tu re  such  a s the D escent. 
Fuuvlioual isl, I:voluliunai \ 
theory e tc .. these  theories 
have  tr ie d  to  e x p la in  the 
o rig in  and  fo u n d a tio n  o f  
Matriliny as one  o f  the most 
unique kinship system which 
is g rounded on a com m on 
folk-culturc and native ide­
ology and be lief  that since 
women give birth to  children 
therefore the 'm other-right * 
principle w as the first stage 
in the evolution o f  human so­
ciety . In fact, it w as Johann J 
Bachofen, the Swiss thinker 
and Professor o f  Rom an Law 
at the U niversity o f  Basel. 
Switzerland w ho in 1861 had 
proposed a stage called ‘Das 
Mutterrechi ’ (Mother-Right) 
as being the primary stage o f  
all kinship system s at a time 
when religious and juridical 
character w as accorded  to  
women in the A ncient world. 
I f  m a triliny  has had such 
strong  foundational roo ts  
then it leads one to ponder 
upon the question as to  why 
this age-o ld  and  venerable 
institution is facing the winds 
o f  change and transition as 
visible today? Do we see this 
as a gradual development o f  
the universal assum ption o f  
pervasive m ale dom inance 
o r  p a tria rch y ?  T h ese  and  
many o the r questions have 
probed the minds o f  social 
scientists to d ig  deeper in un­
derstanding the present status 
o f  social institutions such as 
the F am ily  .M arriage  and  
Kinship which are gradually 
weakening in many societies. 
Is it because such institutions 
arc not able to use their adap­
tive m echanism s to face the 
external forces such as bor­
rowed w orld views, m odern­
ization. new legislations and 
intervention o f  new cultural 
forces and dem andso fa  new 
patriarchal o rder ?

T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  w hen  
and w hy societies have tran­
sitioned from m atriliny to­
wards other types o f  kinship 
systems has been a  subject 
o f  m uch debate  a nd  m ore 
so this is a subject o f  much 
relevance in our own Khasi 
matrilineal society as we see 
the recent stand by an orga­
nization against the District

By Dr. Rekha M  Shangpliang

C ounc il's  decision to  deny 
ST sta tu s  to  K hasis using 
their father's surname. This 
news item which made head­
lines in The Shillong Times 
on April 28. 2023 is an eye- 
opener to many o f  us w ho 
belong to this community as 
well as to  the larger network 
o f  surviving matrilineal com ­
m unities across the  world. 
What impact would it have 
on the institution as a whole? 
W ill th e  ’C la n ’ o r  ‘ K u r’ 
which is the cradle o f  Khasi 
kinship system will lose its 
im portance?  W hat a re  the 
gender im plications i f  this 
system  is rooted ou t?  W ill 
such a change b e  effective 
in maintaining the balance 
in population due to its rigid 
structure ? There have been 
mixed reactions from m em­
bers o f  the community itself 
and the question stands Is 
matriliny at the crossroads ?

A c lo ser b o k  at a few  
surviving matrilineal societ­
ies o f  the world such a s  the 
M inangkabou o f  Indonesia, 
the  A shanti o f  A frica, the 
M usou o f  C hina, the  Lua- 
pulas o f  Zambia .the Male- 
ncsians o f  the G atos. Khasi 
and  Ja in tia  c f  M eghalaya  
reveal that these matrilineal 
societies have predominantly 
exhibited strong ’matriccn- 
tr ie ’ a rrangem en ts  w here  
inheritance .succession and 
descent follows through the 
female line and ’w om an' is 
the propagatorand forcbearcr 
o f  lineage and d esc en t. This 
enjoins on her the  rights and 
responsibiliticsofthc family 
at large. The woman nurtures 
the child  in her womb and 
therefore reserves her right 
to  her lineage. A m ong the 
A shan ti tr ibe , " th e  basic  
building block o f  structural 
continuity  in the lineage is 
the sib ling  group born  o f  
one m other a id  not a ‘line 
o f  descent ‘reckoned from 
the father, let alone the indi­
vidual." I his ttenne  line fol­
lowed through the common 
‘blood line ' o f  the mother has 
been the gu id iig  principle o f  
many primitive societies like 
the Ashanti who designate 
this through nomenclatures 
like ‘m ogya koro’ (m other’s 
blood) a s also the equivalent 
Khasi concept o f  ‘ka iawbci 
tynrai’ (the root female an ­
cestress) as tie  p rogenitor 
o f  the  clan.

It is also customary for the 
Khasi to  speak o f  a family o f  
brothers and sisters w ho arc 
the  great granichildrcn o f  a 
great grandmother and iden­
tify themselves as members 
o f ‘shi kpoh* which literally 
means ‘one  womb’ and the 
be lief  that 'w omb relation­
ships’ are  stronger and more 
im p o rta n t th m  any  o the r 
tics. Therefore the one  b ind­
ing factor that has helped 
to  sustain many matrilineal 
societies today is the lineage 
traced througl' a woman ,

Khasi matriliny is one o f  
the oldest surviving kinship

in s t itu tio n s  in the  w orld. 
It is based on the ideology 
“L ong Ja it na ka kynthei” 
which when translated means 
“ from the woman sprang the 
c lan ."  T h is  deep ly  rooted 
ideo logy  p rov ides a  valid 
ground to  the very essence 
o f  Khasi m atriliny that the 
‘gendered ro les’ o f  mother­
hood  g ives rec ognition  to 
her status a s the repository 
o f  fam ily honour and pres­
tige. Significantly, the Khasi 
ideology o f  human reproduc­
tion describes the father as 
the prov ider o f  stature and 
fonn  (U kpa uba ai ka long 
ryn icng),w hile  the m other 
contributes flesh and  blood 
(ka kmic kaba ai ia ka doh ka 
snam) to the child. This filial 
bond betw een the mother and 
the child  is strongly reflected 
even in familial relations and 
kinship ties where the tenn 
para-kur (m other’s kins ) is 
used more significantly than 
th e  w ord  bakha ( fa th e r ’s 
kins). Looking closely at the 
operation o f  Khasi kinship 
sy stem  a t d ifferen t levels  
o f  its segmentation, be it at 
the level o f  the ’ku r’ (clan) 
.th e  ‘j a i t ’ ( su b -c la n )  the  
‘kpoh‘(lineage),o r the iing 
(household  o r  fam ily).onc  
finds that there is an element 
o f  unity and solidarity at ev­
ery stage .which is a natural 
response that facilitates in 
m aintaining closer structural 
tics amongst kin members.

Like any  social phenom ­
ena that undergoes change 
and transformation, matriliny 
a s  an in stitu tion  has been 
vulnerable to  public opinion 
an d  em erg ing  new  trends 
that have attem pted to  rede­
fine gender roles and bring 
change in the ir  custom ary 
rules and inheritance pattern. 
A s early  as 1961 a ttem pts 
w ere made to mobilise pub­
lic o p in ion  to  chan g e  the 
in h e ri tan c e  p a tte rn  from  
matrilineal to  patrilineal. In 
1978 the M eghalaya tribal 
Youth O rganization called  
for suspension o f  inheritance 
rights to  a ll K hasi. Jain tia  
and G aro women married to 
non-Khasi men. In the same 
y c a r.an o th c r o rg an iz a tio n  
u rged  the  g o v ernm en t to 
institute an Inheritance Re­
form Com m ission to  study 
the implications o f  the cus­
tom ary  law s on econom ic 
development and vice versa. 
In 20IS the Khasi Lineage 
A m endm ent Bill sought to 
prevent economic exploita­
tion o f  the s ta te 's land and 
resources by non-Khasi men 
marrying Khasi women.

These and  m any  social 
p ro c e sse s  h a v e  in f lic te d  
s tre sses and  stra ins to  the 
institution o f  m atriliny a s  a 
w hole. In this regard .even 
social scientists like David 
Schneider and Mary Douglas 
have predicted the unstable 
character o f  this institution 
and have tried to draw gen­
eralised logical implications 
that mav even lead to a break­

down o f  clan organization as 
a  w hole. Taking the exam ple 
o f  one  o f  the  oldest m atri­
lineal communities o f  India 
the  N ayars o f  K crcla, w e 
have seen how the ’taravad ' 
which is a p roperty group 
comprising o f  only matri lin­
eal lineages headed by the 
eldest male called 'karana- 
van ' w as gradually losing its 
functional importance finally 
leading to  the breakdown o f  
m atriliny a s  a w hole. O ne 
therefore cannot undermine 
the serious implications such 
changes may have on even 
gender roles where female 
rights w ould be restricted. 
In fact from w hat w e see , 
these  dem ands a re  woven 
around the  idea o f  knitting 
kinship rules with ethnicity 
.w hich  no t o n ly  seeks to 
produce an ideology that puts 
a constraint on w om en's be­
haviour and choice o f  mates 
but also gives legitimacy to 
the state to extend its control 
over the family. To c ite  an 
exam ple, the custom ary in­
heritance rights o f  the Khasi 
entitles only the ‘khadduh' 
(youngest daughter) to cus­
todiansh ip  o f  a ll ancestral 
property but w hat is often 
misconstrued is the fact that 
a lo n g  w ith  cu sto d ia n sh ip  
com es responsibility o f  care 
o f  aged paren ts and  o the r 
destitute m em bers as w ell as 
duties to  uphold the honour 
and continuity o f  the clan as 
a whole. Therefore any leg­
islation that tried to  dism pt 
the Khasi custom ary lineage 
system like the the proposed 
Inheritance Bill 2021 which 
a im s at ‘equitable distribu­
tio n ' o f  pa ren tal p roperty 
found a lukewarm response 
for fear that it m ay slowly 
lead to  the disintegration o f  
the institution o f ‘Ka K had­
duh ' and then o f  matriliny as 
a whole.

T herefore, since such is­
sues that deal with bringing 
in  refo rm s in  c u sto m a ry  
practices such as matriliny 
are usually challenged from 
various quarters they need to 
be revisited with proper care 
and analysis o f  the pros and 
cons and implications on the 
community a s a  whole.

T here is  an urgent need 
to check the erosion o f  this 
a g e-o ld  in stitu tion  a lo n g ­
side its gender implications 
on Khasi women and  their 
c onjugal righ ts. T his calls 
for serious commitm ent both 
on the part o f  the State, the 
D istrict Councils and  non­
governmental organizations 
to  id e n tify  th e  p ro b lem s 
closely and take careful steps 
for rcfonns i f  at all needed. 
The whole 'm atrilineal puz­
z le ' would becom e easier to 
unravel only when w e apply 
wisdom to ou r decisions and 
lcam  to respect our roots.

** It is in the roots not the 
branches, tha t a tree 's great­
est strength lies”  (Mat- 
shona Dhilwayo)

(The writer teaches in the 
Department o f Sociology. 
NEHU. ShiUong)

B anteidor’s 
180 degree  

turn!
Editor.
We arc  all nonilusscd by 

the political turn o f  events. 
Just four months ago  p re ­
ceding the M eghalaya A s­
sembly elections. Bantcidor 
Lyngdoh. the then cabinet 
minister and PDF president 
had declared on D ecember 
2 1.2022  in a pubi c function 
at Mawkynrcw, East Khasi 
Hills District that he w as of­
fered Rs 5 crore to jo in  NPP, 
but he had outrighily rejected 
the mouth-watering offer as 
he yearned to pursue a clean 
image in his political career 
and is committed to serv ing 
the people and not to crave 
for filthy lucre!

But lo and behold, now 
we hear that B ancidor Lyn- 
gdoh ’s party  the P eop les ' 
D em ocratic  Front (P D F ) 
would merge with the N PP. as 
confirmed by none other than 
the Deputy Chief Minister. 
Prestonc Tynsong himself. 
The N PP is a  pany  which 
Bantcidor had squarely a c ­
cused o f  being unprincipled 
by w ay o f  targeting the then

NPP candidate  D. Lam arc 
o f  Nongkrem constituency 
and alleging, thus. "I have 
w itnessed  trucks carry ing  
blankets in Nongkrem con­
stitu en c y  fo r d is trib u tio n  
among the people.” A nd in 
this context. 1 heard several 
people saying that perhaps 
Bantcidor has been offered 
double the amount that was 
proffered to him four months 
ago. o r he might have been 
assured o f  a cabinet berth in 
the unforeseeable future.

All said and done, politi­
c ian s. not s ta tesm en, will 
invariably be politicians and 
in parallel with this conten­
tion. the time tested phrase. 
"B oys w ill be  boys," still 
hoick water.

Yours etc..
Jerome K Dicngdoh 

Shillong-2

T im e to cut 
debts and  
outdated  

institutions
Hditor,
Tw o new s item s. “ CM  

seeks C entre 's support for

SI Obn economy dream '’ and 
“V PP renews vow  to fight 
g raft, m isuse  o f  p o w er,"  
(ST A pril 29, 2023) made 
interesting reading. D ata o f  
the Reserve Bank o f  India 
in d ic a te s  tha t the  S ta te 's  
economy has been growing 
at the rate o f  8 to 9  percent 
annually in the last live years 
(2 0 1 8 -2 0 2 2 )  d e sp ite  the  
scar o f  the  pandem ic. The 
presen ta tion  o f  the C h ie f  
Minister o f  M eghalaya be ­
fore th e  N ational In stitu ­
tion for Transform ing India 
(NIT1 A ayog) is  laudable  
for be in g  p rac tical based  
on recent developm ents in 
the economy. The target to 
double the G D P by 2030 to 
make it an Rs 80.000 crorc or 
$10 bn econom y is doable if  
the economy can grow at a 
rate o f  10 to  I I  percent an­
nually. T his can com e about 
“by increasing government 
econom ic expenditure  and 
wooing private investors by 
prioritizing trade, tourism , 
high value agriculture, build­
ing the knowledge economy 
and application o f  new tech­
nologies,' as the C hief M in­
ister correc tly  em phasized 
at the N1TI Aayog. He has 
rightly  sought the support

o f  the G overnment o f  India, 
keeping in  mind the revenue 
o f  th e  State g o v e rn m e n t 
w hich  is  ju s t 20%  o f  the 
funds m ade available by the 
G overnm ent o f  India in a 
federal struciure. M eghala­
y a 's  contribu ion to  the total 
tax revenue o f the country is 
only 0.3%  w iereas the new 
sta tes o f  India like Chhat- 
tisgarh. Jharkhand and U t­
tarakhand contributed 2.3. 2 
and I. I percent respectively 
to  the nation.'! exchequer.

According to the data o f  
the Reserve B ankof India for 
the  last ten years it is appar­
ent that the IX*bt-to-GDP ra ­
tio  o f  the State is manageable 
compared with other states in 
India and the country itself. 
T hough  the  D ebt-to -G D P 
ratio is manageable, die State 
has to  reduce its outstand­
ing  liabilities and  internal 
debt. Accord ng to the RBI 
the  O utstanding liab ilities 
during  2013-2017 grew  a t 
an  annual average rate  o f  
15.17%  and in the last five 
years (2018-2022) it grew  
a t 9.78%  anuially. In 2014 
it grew a t 25.3% and in 2017 
a t 22.94%. In 2018 it grew  
9.87%  and in 2022at 7.82 %. 
Sim ilarly the Internal Debt

during 2013-2017 grew  a t 
an annually average rate o f 
14% and during 2018-2022 
it grew  a t 16%  up  by tw o 
percentage poin ts over the 
p rev io u s pe rio d . In terna l 
D ebt needs to  be reduced 
and managed prudently with 
frugal m easures in govern­
ment expenditu re . Invest­
ment dem ands borrowing if 
its resources are meagre but 
borrowing should be prudent 
and in consonancc  w ith a 
higher economic trajectory. 
Every  governm en t o r  for 
tha t m a tte r an ind iv idual 
borrow s and invests but it 
has to  be  ensured that such 
borrow ings arc invested like 
a business  en tity  to  build  
up th e  eco n o m y  keep ing  
in  view  the liab ilitie s and 
internal debt. The resources 
so  borrowed should be used 
frugally and ploughed back 
to hasten the process o f  eco­
nomic development.

It is  now  tim e to  d is ­
m antle  the State Planning 
Board a s it has outlived its 
‘shelf life’ ju st as the G ov­
ernment o f  India dism antled 
the  P lanning  C om m ission  
and brought about the N1TI 
Aayog by a R esolution o f  
the G o vernm en t o f  India

on 1st January, 2015. In an 
e ra  o f  c o n s tan t d e v e lo p ­
ment change is imperative. 
As M ahatm a G andhi said. 
“C onstan t developm ent is 
the law  o f  life, and a man 
w ho alw ays tries to  maintain 
his dogmas in order to appear 
c o n sis te n t d rives  h im se lf  
in to  a fa lse  p o sitio n .”  In 
a changed  econom ic  sce ­
nario the world over I think 
the C h ie f  M inister rightly 
em phasized  the  need for, 
‘‘M eghalaya Institution for 
Transform ation and Innova­
tion." in order to transform 
the manner in which a ‘Think 
Tank" w orks in translbnning 
Meghalaya. The government 
o v e r  and a b ove  w h at the  
C hief M inister emphasized 
at the N ITI A ayog should 
also invest more in the eco­
nom ic sec to rs  and  hum an 
development in the process 
o f  bu ild ing  a $10  billion  
economy by 2030.

Yours etc., 
V K Lyngdoh.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

For Mother Nature’s 
Sake, Let’s Meet, Talk 

then Walk The Talk
B y D r I.a r ilin  K liarpuri

Around the first week o f  
August 2)19, The Shillong 
Times (TST) celebrated its 
75 years c f works in progress 
and continuing till date. A 
unique project w as initiated 
by TST as pan o f  its p lati­
num ju b ilee  celeb ra tions. 
Project Operation Clean-Up 
(OCU) was led by its Editor, 
Patricia Mukhim along with 
other like-minded people as 
members. The members met. 
discussed and debated the 
project’s mission. and finally 
walked (and still w alking) 
the talk. H ie Project primar­
ily involved cleaning up the 
U rka lia r  pa rt o f  the U ni- 
khrah river; it also includes 
other pans o f  Shillong like 
G olflinks, L aban , U m icw  
river near U mphrup village, 
Shillong peak and Umpling. 
With the :xccption o f  inter­
ruptions caused by the lock­
down during the COV1D-19 
pandemic, the team o f  Project 
OCU met almost every 2nd 
or 3rd Saturday o f  the month 
to  c lean ihe U rkaliar river. 
Today, in  its fourth year o f  
existence. Project OCU has 
seen many m em bers com e 
and go a rd  come back too. 
Operation Clean-up included 
individuals like Rudi Warjri, 
Jiwat Vasivani and his Team 
J iv a . Brian W allang  and  
students o f K.C. Secondary 
School, ncm bers o f  Make 
Someone Smile, students o f  
Martin Lithcr Christian Uni­
versity (M LCU). Shubham 
and NGO. the Col Sishupal 
Security Company (CSSC) 
H om e G uards and  q u ite  
im portantly the d rivers o f  
g a rb a g e  trucks a nd  earth  
m oving m achines and the 
cleaners from the Shillong 
Municipal Board have been 
the constant presence at the 
OCU activities.

O n A pril 6 . 2023 . the 
Government o f  M eghalaya 
called a meeting to discuss 
the cleaning and rejuvena­
tion o f  t.m khrah, U mshy- 
rpi and Umkhcn rivers with 
various stikcholdcrs like the 
KMADC. D orbar Shnongs, 
Civil Society Organisations 
and concerned Government 
Departments on board. Al­
though  an inform al group 
o f  concerned citizens from 
disparate fields, members o f  
Project OCU like were also 
invited to share their experi­
ences and provide valuable 
suggestions. Looking back 
over the years and now, one 
has to give due credit to the 
exem plar/ leadership o f  the 
co re  m em bers o f  P ro ject 
OCU . for their tenacity, grit, 
and  s trc rg th  o f  character, 
in g o ing  oil and  on. over 
and again, without fail. The 
Government did take note o f  
Project OCU activities!

T he a rtic le . ‘N o m ore 
meetings on garbage, please.' 
by Avncr Pariat (TST. Dated 
April 28 .2023) made some 
interesting point-, about the 
total waste o f time on TALK­
ING. For cooperation and 
engagem ent ra the r than a 
confrontational a ttitude , a 
consensus b e fo re  any ac ­
tion  is a lw ays necessary. 
U nless o f course , humans 
arc only driven by impulse 
and emotions and they take 
action wilhout any thinking, 
deliberations o r any regard 
for the consequences.

T he A ng lo -K hasi W ar 
(K hasi Resistance against 
the British Rai) o f  1829-33 
under the leadersh ip  o f  U 
Tirol Sinu Syicm was started 
only after due deliberations 
in  the general D u rb a r o f  
H im a Nongkhlavv. A few  
m onths before the  War, a 
durbar was held for two days 
to  deliberate the application 
for pcrmksion by the Brit­
ish to construct a road from 
Sylhct to  the Brahmaputra 
Valley tlrough areas under 
the independent Khadsaw- 
phra Syiemsliip. I bis du r­
bar. w itnessed by  British 
officials, invited admiration 
and respect from the  white 
men with one even compar­
ing it to the proceedings o f  
the Westminster Parliament. 
H istorically and as part o f  
oral narratives, it has been 
recorded that such delibera­
tions did take place before 
the Achiks under Pa Togan 
Sangma and the Jaintias un­
der U Woh Kiang Nangbah 
took up arm s again st the 
British in 1872 and 1861-62 
respectively. Historically and 
to date, the indigenous trihals 
o f  Meghalaya are known to 
have a deliberative process 
o f  deeisioi-m aking. from the 
family, clan (kur and mahari) 
level to  the village. Raij 
Raid. Nokmaship. Elaka and 
Hima level.

The Preamble to our Con­
stitution states that India is a

Sovereign Socialist Secular 
Democratic Republic. That 
m eans, its  c itizens m atter 
the most. A ny decision or 
law-making by a democrati­
cally  e lec ted  governm ent 
will have to be weighed well, 
with considerable time taken. 
Aflcrall, c itizens' lives arc 
impacted and it's a matter o f  
losing or winning elections, 
i.e. Power.

O u r  c o u n try  is  no t a 
People's Republic o f  chai- 
chai o r Democratic People’s 
Republic o f  kor-koror some 
monarchy where decisions 
arc made by a very few mem­
bers o f  a non-dem ocratic  
Politburo  o r  an unclcc tcd  
General Secretary o r some 
dynastic heir o r heiress. To 
reduce deliberations, discus­
sions and debates to "pseu­
do dem ocratic stakeholder 
m eetings’* is to  disrespect 
our Founding Fathers M oth­
e rs . ou r freedom  figh ters 
(both living and dead then 
in 1947-1950) and members 
o f  our Constituent Assembly, 
who took 3 consccutivc years 
to  fram e o u r  d e m o cra tic  
Constitution that gave legal' 
official form  to ou r coun­
try ca lled  the Republic o f  
India (Bharat Ganarajya), a 
Union o f  States. Awareness 
or IEC( Information. Educa­
tion and Communication) or 
Social M arketing activities 
are important for any event 
or scheme implementation. 
T hey  m ay take  the  m ost 
cvcr-rcady form o f  a poster, 
hoarding or word-of-mouth 
lo a street play, roadshow, 
social media posts o r even a 
flash mob. One may like or 
dislike RJ Nicky personally, 
but one has to give due credit 
to him: he docs h is bit for 
Mother Nature. The students 
and faculty members o f  the 
Department o f  Environment 
and Traditional Ecosystems 
(DETE), MLCU have been 
involved in manv awareness

tics including Project OCU.
As part ol the implemen­

tation o f  the Mott M acDon­
ald blueprint, the Meghalaya 
government distributed the 
green and blue bins for sepa­
ration o f  wet and dry waste at 
the household level. DETE- 
MLCU students conducted 
locality-w ise and  door-to- 
door campaigns to generate 
aw areness for the sam e in 
Shillong City, as part o f  their 
internship programme. With 
experiential learning being 
a key component o f  MLCU 
education, the involvement 
o f  the students in field-based 
activ itie s  is  recorded and 
credited as a part o f  their 
d e g ree  p rog ram m es. For 
our G cn-Z MLCU students, 
participation in Project OCU 
activities is a different learn­
ing experience, they conic in 
contact with individuals and 
groups from different walks 
o f  lif e  sh a rin g  th e  c o m ­
mon concern for our rivers 
and waste management and 
Mother Nature in general.

Recently after a Project 
OCU activity, a student took 
some photos o f  the garbage 
d u m ped  in  th e  r iv e r  and 
put them up on her social 
media posts w ith the c ap ­
tion , "B a lc i ki bricvv kim 
pyrkhat, kim  sngew thuh?" 
(why don 't people think or 
understand) Isn 't that what 
Awareness is all about -  a 
future behavioural change 
in a democracy?

W ith a  M in istry  a nd  a 
Department named Forests, 
E nvironm ent and  C lim ate 
C hange, bo th  the  C entral 
and State Governm ents arc 
well aware o f  the challeng­
es re la te d  to  w aste  m an ­
agem ent. A cts (and Rules 
fram ed th e re u n d er) h av e  
been legislated and passed. 
Consumerism and Individu­
alism has marked our ancient 
tribal society that we live in 
today. The quantum o f  waste 
generated has multiplied. O f 
course, dustbins and landfills 
arc necessary now but they 
cannot be the all-tim e a n ­
sw er to our waste problems. 
What wc need to think now 
and act upon is “zero waste” 
behaviour change and policy. 
Reduce. Reuse. Recover and 
Recycle should be tlic mantra 
for a ll. To conclude , why 
just leave everything to the 
government? Why can 't wc 
as concerned citizens, indi­
viduals o r informal groups 
like Project OCU , do our bit 
and be a part o f  the solution 
rather than the problem ? It 
is easy to  rant but ranting 
w ithout lifting a finger to 
help change things on the 
ground is misplaced.

(The writer teaches at the 
DETE. MLCU. Shillong.)
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“  The promise given was a  necessity  
o f  the past: the word broken is a  necessity 

o f  the present. ”
—  Niccolo M achiavelli
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Politics, Paw ar play
W HEN a banyan tree falls, the earth shakes. It 

is a debatable point w hether the exit o f  veteran 

politician Sharad Paw ar from the leadership 

o f  his own Nationalist Congress Parly (NCP) 

has created any shock within the party o r in 

M aharashtra. Pawar, through his seven decades 

o f  political activism survived odds, ditched the 
Congress, formed his own party, relum ed to 

the Congress, becam e Union minister, handled 

key departments and then formed another parly 

by rubbishing Sonia Gandhi. He had also func­

tioned as  ch ief m inister o f  Maharashtra. Even 
in recent years, he straddled the politics in his 

state with confidence and Haunted the ‘national' 
character o f  his state-level party by questionable 

methods that also formed a  model for M amata 
Baneree and others to emulate. What they all had 

was large stocks o f  money to splurge. Pawar is 

now crest-fallen. His nephew is reportedly in a 

m ood to break the NCP and take aw ay most o f  

its legislators to bargain for the C M ’s post in 

a new political alliance. C onsidering Paw ar’s 

advancing age and ill health, most M L A so f the 

party would likely side with the nephew. That 

could leave Pewar’s daughter Supriya Sule too 
in the lurch. She can neither disown her father 

nor afford to lose her political clout.

Notably, regional satraps like Sharad Pawar 
raised their heads only by  taking advantage 

o f  the weakening o f  the Congress party at the 

national and state levels. Ideally, India should 

have two national parties with m atching might 

so that the people will not be taken for granted. 
On the other hand, if  a  hotch-potch o f  regional 
parties jo in  hands and form the government at 

the Centre, chances are that it would fall in a 

m atter o f  months. Such parties are not guided 

by any ideology o r a com m itment to the nation. 

M any o f  these are family enterprises and their 

tendency is mainly to take a  huge cut from every 

government deal and create individual empires 

o f  their own.
To cite one recent instance, Sharad Pawar ably 

defended his nominee Anil Deshmukh, w ho as 

hom e m inister allegedly asked the Mumbai po­
lice to collect a id  give him Rs 100 crore as bribe 

from bars in Mumbai every month. Prime M in­

ister Narcndra Modi once publicly called NCP 

the Nationalist Corruption Party. M ost regional 

parties are encaged in a  political circus without 

a ring. N ote how Tclangana’s ch ie f m inister K 

C handrashekar Rao built the state secretariat in 

the format o f  a  mosque and named it after Dr BR 

Ambedkar. The elections there are eight months 
away but he has shrewdly reserved the support 

o f  two principal com m unities there. This is the 

India o f  today

In c lu s iv itv  and  d ive rs ity  m ust be  the  co re  o f  new  ed u ca tio n  po licy

Both centre and the states should 
build strong support system

The recent suicide o f  Dar- 
shan Solanki.an 18-ycar-old 
chemical engineering student 
at the prestigious Indian In­
stitute o f  T echnology (UT) 
B om bay, b e lo n g in g  to  a 
Scheduled Caste (SC), has 
once again sparked a debate 
on caste-based discrim ina­
tion in particular and inclu­
sion in general a t prestigious 
higher education institutions 
(HF.Is) o f  the countr

The heart-wrenching talc 
o f  D arshan 's suicide is far 
from an isolated occurrence. 
Within the sphere o f  India's 
higher education , the p o i­
gnant narratives o f  R ohith 
V em ula. a D alit research  
scholar a t the University o f  
Hyderabad. M uthukrishnan. 
also a Dalit research scholar 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru U ni­
versity. and Dr Payal Tadvi, a 
medical student pursuing her 
m aster's degree in Mumbai, 
who belonged to the Sched­
uled Tribe (ST) Tadvi Bhil, 
serve as sombre reminders. 
Each o f  these bright minds, 
hailing  from m arginalised 
communities, w as driven to 
the tragic decision o f  ending 
th e ir  lives  a f te r  e n du ring  
relen tless caste-based  d is ­
crim ination at HEIs.

Even the C h ief Justice o f  
India. D r D.Y. Chandrachud 
expressed concern last month 
at th e  pa ttern  o f  studen ts 
from Dalit. Adivasi and other 
marginalised backgrounds at 
top HEIs taking their lives. 
The ram pant su ic ides p re ­
va iling  am ongst the  m a r­
g in a lise d  c o m m u n ities  a t 
HEIs is a symptom o fa  larger 
problem, w hich concerns the 
often ignored but relevant 
issue of'inclusion* in higher 
education in India.

C aste-based discrim ina­
tion exists not only among 
students, but is also experi­
enced by faculty members 
belonging to m arginalised 
o r m ino rity  com m un ities. 
In 2019. it was reported that 
when counted together. SCs. 
STs. and O BCs m ake up just 
9 percent o f  the  total faculty
at IITs and 6 percent a t IlMs.
Similarly, the representation 
o f  SCs. STs. and  O B C s in 
Ph.D . program m es at IlTs 
and 11 Ms remains poor and 
below  the constitu tionally  
mandated norms. Thus, in­
c lusion and lack o f  diversity 
at HI:Is in India are clcarly 
pertinent issues that require 
the im m ediate atten tion  o f  
policym akers and  academ ­
ics.

Inclusion can mean many 
things to different people. For 
a layperson, inclusion could 
mean a state o f  being valued, 
respected, and supported. Its 
d ictionary m eaning is “ the 
action, practice, or policy o f  
including any person in an 
activity, system, organisation 
or process, irrespective  o f  
race, gender, religion, age. 
ability, e tc."

Particularly in the context 
o f  higher education, inclu­
sion stands for continually  
transforming the process o f  
upgrading educational insti­
tutions to fulfd the needs o f  
everyone, especially  those 
belonging to m arginalised 
groups.

A num ber o f  individual 
and  so c io -ec o n o m ic  fa c ­
tors can hamper a person 's 
ability to access and engage 
in higher education. These

By Dr Taniya M alik

factors m ight b e  based on 
gender, caste, nice, religion, 
socio-economic status, spe­
cial needs and place o f  resi­
dence. among other things. 
Inclusion in higher education 
dem ands that these factors 
m ust not limit an individual’s 
ability to  acccss and pursue 
higher cducatbn.

Lack o f  ac;ess to higher 
education can have several 
c ascad ing  e ffec ts, inc lud ­
ing reduced earning poten­
t ia l. d iscon ten tm en t w ith  
life , substance  abuse, and  
a greater reliance on public 
assistance. Entry into quality 
H EIs can open up a number 
o f  suitable opw rtun ities for 
individuals and provide them 
w ith a  decent «tandard o f  liv­
ing. Thus, inclusion today is 
seen as a  basic human need.

In the Indian contcxi. the 
discourse o f  social inclusion 
in IIH Is becom es a ll  the  
m ore relevant considering its 
diverse population compris­
ing many different religious, 
caste, cultural and linguistic 
g roups. T hus by v irtue o f  
its function as a public good, 
higher education m ust reflect 
the richness o f th is diversity 
by being socially inclusive.

W hile access to higher ed­
ucation has in proved across 
a ll segm ents o f  the Indian 
population, a 2019 research 
paper titled 'Equity and In­
clusion in H ither Education 
in India’ from the Centre for 
Policy Research in  H igher 
Education  at the N ational 
Institute o f  Educational Plan­
n in g  a n d  A d m in is tra tio n  
(NIEPA) has comprehensive­
ly demonstrated that socially 
and economically d isadvan­
taged groups continue to lag 
in their access to  education 
at IIEIs. These inequalities 
e x is t becausc o f  regional, 
socio-economic and gender- 
based considerations.

In India, a  preference for 
urban areas ft>r the location 
o f  HEIs has reinforced the 
e lite  nature o f  higher educa­
tion. as physical distance is 
a barrier for many people, 
especially those from d isad­
vantaged groups. This urban 
b ia s  has resulted in rural 
urban disparities in  acccss to 
higher education.

Expanding higher educa­
tion in India has not elim i­
nated social inequities. A l­
though social inequalities in 
acccss to  higher education 
h ave  not w orsened , th e y  
remain signifuant in contrast 
to  regional disparities. For 
exam p le , the g ross en ro l­
ment ratio (GER) o f  upper 
c aste s is nearly tw ice  that 
o f  STs and  1.5 tim es that 
o f  SC’s, a s per the  NIEPA 
research  paper. The G E R  
increases as tine progresses 
up the caste hierarchy, dem ­
onstrating graded access to 
the resources required for 
enrolm ent in IIEIs.

In co m c  le v e ls  a re  a n ­
o th e r  fac to r  c o n trib u tin g  
to  inequalities in access to  
higher education, in addition 
to  social and regional group 
differences. For instance, in 
2014. the GER for those in 
the group with the highest 
m onthly income w as seven 
tim es m ore  .han tha t for 
peop le  in the g roup  w ith 
the  lowest monthly income.

as per the NIEPA research 
paper. C o n se q u e n tly , the  
like lihood  o f  en ro lling  in 
HEIs in India continues to 
be significantly influenced by 
one 's economic position.

The gender divide in ac ­
ccss to higher education is 
another instance o f  inequal­
ity. A t the  national level, 
acccss to h igher education 
c o n tin u e s  to  fav o u r m en 
(G E R  o f  3 2 .1 4  p e rc e n t)  
over women (GER o f  27.73 
percent), notes the NIEPA 
research paper. In addition, 
w omen from lower castes ex­
perience more disadvantages 
than those from higher castes 
w hen it comes to acccss to 
higher education.

In addition to the previ­
ously mentioned inequities, 
it is  a lso  c ru c ia l to  n o te  
tha t d isadvan taged  so c io ­
eco n o m ic  g ro u p s  e x p e r i­
ence unequal access to high- 
va lue  d isc ip lines  o f  study 
lik e  s c ien c e , techno logy , 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM ). A ccordingly, s tu ­
dents from privileged back­
grounds including men, 
th o se  from  h ig h e r  c as te s  
and socio-economic classes, 
and those w ho live in urban 
areas, study STEM fields. In 
contrast, those from  socio­
economically disadvantaged 
groups (SEDGs) and  those 
w ho live in rural areas arc 
more inclined to  study social 
sciences and agriculture, in­
dicates the NIEPA research 
paper.

The C onstitu tion  env is­
a ges th e  fo rm ation  o f  an 
egalitarian  Indian society. 
Particularly. A rticles 14. 15 
and 16 o f  it guarantee notions 
o f  equality and inclusion.

iiquality has many dimen­
sions: social, political, gen­
der-based and economic. The 
concept o f  equality adopted 
u n d e r  o u r  c o n s titu t io n a l 
scheme is “equality amongst 
equals '. K eeping these a s­
pects o f  equality  in m ind, 
the  constitu tional schem e 
permits protective discrim i­
nation based on  reasonable 
classification in favour o f  a 
c lass ofcitizcns deserving o f  
special treatment.

In the context o f  inclusion 
in education. Articles 15(4) 
and 15(5) specifically make 
provisions for the reservation 
o f  seats for socially and edu­
cationally backw ard classes 
(S E B C sj. SC s a nd  STs in 
educational institutions, in­
cluding HEIs.

In 2019. the Parliament 
enacted  the 103rd am end­
m ent to  the C onstitu tion , 
which inserted A rticles 15(6) 
and  16(6) tha t m ade way 
for the reservation o f  seats 
in educational institutions, 
including H EIs and  public 
appoin tm ents, o f  up to 10 
percent, for the economically 
w eaker section o f  citizens, 
based upon fam ily incom e 
criteria to  the  exclusion o f  
the classes that have already 
received benefits o f  reserva­
tion. which is SEBCs. SCs 
and STs.

While the NEP acknow l­
edges the need to  promote 
d ive rs ity  and  inc lusion  in 
HEIs. it must provide con­
crete steps to address the  un­
der-representation o f  certain 
groups in  these institutions.

such as women, SCs and STs. 
No clear guidelines arc laid 
dow n to  achieve higher GER 
for w omen and SEDGs.

Regarding financial inclu­
sion. the N EP is by and large 
s ilen t on increasing public 
investment in higher educa­
tion. which rem ains low in 
India. T his lack o f  invest­
ment can limit the access o f  
m arginalised com m unities 
to HEIs.

Further, the N E P’s em ­
phasis on  online learning has 
been criticised for potentially 
e x ac erb atin g  the  ex istin g  
d igital d iv ide  in India and 
creating further learning bar­
riers for marginalised com ­
m unities. T his is particularly 
concerning as marginalised 
com m unities often have lim ­
ited acccss to  the  internet 
and technology. Therefore, 
one  o f  the main criticism s 
o f  the NEP is that it needs 
to go  further in addressing 
the  system ic  exclu sion  o f  
m arginalised com m unities 
from higher education.

Individual incom es, n a ­
tional economic growth, and 
the social well-being o f  all 
citizens arc impacted by edu­
cation levels o r lack thereof 
The pursuit o f  education o f­
fers everyone the possibility 
to  develop  and  raise  the ir 
prospects o f  success in life. 
Given the importance o f  edu­
cation. it is necessary to  give 
everyone a chance to  pursue 
their educational goals.

W hile there is  no ques­
tion that there arc still geo­
graphical. social, economic 
a nd  g e nder d isp a r itie s  in 
access to HEIs, the indica­
to r  o f  access  equality  has 
im proved over tim e for all 
groups.especially those from 
disadvantaged groups. This 
impressive accomplishm ent 
is reflected in  the rise in  the 
G ERs o f  students from SC. 
ST. and OBC categories.

Specific policy interven­
tions a re  essential for mar­
g inalised  groups to  bridge  
the ex isting  gap  in  acccss 
to HEIs. In order to achieve
this, several strategies recom­
mended in the N EP 2020 can 
be helpful, such as increasing 
financial aid and scholarships 
for socio-cconom ically dis­
advantaged students, m ak­
ing  the  c u rr ic u lu m  m ore  
inc lu sive , c rea ting  b ridge 
cou rses fo r s tuden ts  from  
underprivileged educational 
backgrounds, strictly enforc­
ing no -d iscrim ination  and 
an ti-harassm ent policies in 
HEIs. and raising awareness 
o f  gender-identity and  diver­
s ity  issues am ong faculty, 
g u id a n ce  c o u n se llo rs  and  
students.

W hile the NEP has laid 
the broad scheme for promot­
ing inclusion in H EIs, Union 
and state governm ents must 
focus on prov id ing  incen­
tives and support system s to 
ensure the representation o f  
SED G s in higher education, 
and address the underlying 
issues o f  low public invest­
ment and die digital divide to 
promote inclusion in higher 
education  in Ind ia. At the 
sam e tim e, in a lignment with 
our constitutional mandate. 
HEIs m ust a lso  reflect in­
clusion and  diversity  while 
recruiting faculty m em bers 
and adm itting Ph.D. schol­
ars. ( I  PA Service)

Courtesy: The Leaflet

Pondering over 
our Educational

System
By Dr Barnes Mawrie

“ E ducation is a social 
process; education is growth; 
education is not a prepara­
tion for life; education is life 
itself* (Jchn Dewey).

T he 1,'tcst new s on the 
su ic ide  c f  ten s tuden ts  in 
A ndhra Pradesh tw o  days 
after the publication o f  the 
In term ed iate  re su lts , is  a 
m atter o f  great national con­
cern. A study done by NCRB 
in 2021 shows that 13.089 
s tu d e n ts  d ie d  o f  su ic id e  
w hich is  an  increase from 
12.526 in 2020. A large num­
ber o f  thc»c suicides are due 
to  failure in  exam inations. 
W henever results o f  various 
school and college examina­
tions o r  entrance tests etc. 
a re  d ecla red , w e h e ar o f  
su ic ides by  studen ts  w ho 
could  no’ m ake the grade. 
T his tragic phenom enon is
a ffivling our country man*
than elsewhere in the world. 
U nfortunately, in  sp ite  o f  
the  recurring m ishaps the 
government docs not seem 
perturbed I low  long should 
w e h e lp lessly  w atch  o u r  
youth being plagued by this 
fatal tcndsncy?

T he root cause  o f  th is 
social problem that has taken 
thousands o f  young lives, is 
closely lirikcd to the inability 
to  cope with the reality o f  
failure. Ii is a w ell known 
fac t tha t ou r p resen t a ca ­
demic evaluation system is 
exam ination  based  which 
remains a highly competitive 
system. C ur students as well 
a s  their parents and teach­
e rs  a rc  w orried about "how  
m any m arks the  s tu d e n ts  
score.** Even w ith in  the  
classrooms students vie with 
each other for higher marks. 
The culture o f  “ tuition class" 
is  g row ing  by le ap s and 
bounds a I because parents 
want their children to  score 
higher marks. It is pathetic to 
see that e 'e n  primary school 
students o r  even  tiny tots 
a rc  deprived o f  the ir right 
to  daily  recreation because 
even after school hours they 
are sent for tuition classes.

Prior to public exam ina­
tions, students arc tortured 
w ith extra c lasses in  their 
respective schools and co l­
leges. The competition ma­
nia is a ffecting individual 
students as w ell a s  the edu­
cational nstitutions them ­
se lves . Every school and 
college tries to outshine the 
o ther in tkeir quest for pres­
tige. The whole educational 
sy stem  ii literally  caught 
up in this rat race. In all o f  
this, the students continue 
to  be the helpless victim s o f  
s tress and tensions. T here 
are many ambitious parents 
w ho stretch die lim it o f  their 
children's intellectual capac­
ity not realizing that they are 
harm ing the mental health 
o f  these youth. They keep 
o n  indulging in "im possible 
d ream s”  for the ir children 
and in thcproccssthcy build 
u p  m ore  ten sio n  instead . 
W ith the in tro d u c tio n  o f  
more and more competitive 
examinations like theCUET, 
C EE. AIEE. SEE and many 
o the rs (probably it w ould 
take  more than a page  to 
lis t d o w i the  n um ber o f  
com  pet it vc exam s in our 
country).the mental tension 
o n  o u r  youth is g row ing

dangerously. The question 
w e should ask is should 
India keep on w atching with 
ind ifference  w h ile  young 
lives are being lost waste- 
fully on a daily  basis due to 
these mental tortures?

It is high time that the ed ­
ucational department o f  our 
country finds a perm anent 
so lu tion  to  th is  prob lem . 
Having known that the com ­
mon factor for this national 
tragedy is the  com petitive 
evaluation system, we need 
to th ink  o f  an a lterna tive  
system. Com petition always 
leads to rivalry, individual­
ism. selfishness and at tim es 
d ish o n e s ty  a nd  chea ting . 
Apart from these, com peti­
tion is the breeding ground 
for mental tension and anxi­
ety. O n all these counts, a

beneficial to  ou r youth. I f  
e d u ca tio n  is  in te n d ed  to 
foster values like altruism, 
so lidarity , honesty, ju stice  
and peace, then competition 
is the w rong pill. Perhaps 
there is urgency to do away 
with ou r present evaluation 
system and put in its place 
a more holistic and healthy 
system. T he exam-oriented 
education should be replaced 
by  a know ledge-o rien ted  
one. The present evaluation 
system  which is  based on 
scores alone lacks a  holistic 
approach to education. A stu­
den t's  perform ance should 
not be  based on marks alone 
but it should be an overall 
evaluation o f  perform ance 
in a ll sectors, in tellectual, 
psychological, social, cu l­
tural. moral and spiritual. I 
do not think tha t our present 
educa tion  c a te rs  to  these  
needs apart from intellectual 
formation.

When it com es to social 
and cultural education I can 
boldly say from m y experi­
ence  tha t ou r sy stem  has 
failed in fostering  virtues 
like  c ivic sense, altruism , 
eco-scnsitivity, cultural sen ­
s it iv ity  and  in tc rcu ltu ra l 
com m un ication . W ith re ­
gards to moral education it 
suffices to look at the level 
o f  corrup tion , d ishonesty, 
violence and crimes in order 
to convince u s o f  die dismal 
perform ance o f  ou r educa­
tional system. It is  often the 
so  called  "w e ll educated" 
persons who arc at the helm 
o f  our state's aft airs, who are 
perpetrators o f  such unethi­
cal behaviour. The attempt to 
suffronize education today, 
nam ely, to  ido lize  Hindu 
culture and history, is  going 
to harm  education further. 
It is going to radicalize our 
young c itizens a long  re li­
gious lines, a perfect cocktail 
for a national disaster.

We should all remember 
that a classroom  is a fac­
to ry  o f  c itiz e n s  and  tha t 
sp e ak s  vo lum e a bou t its  
im portance. W hat sort o f  
citizens docs India w ant to 
have today and in the future? 
T hat would depend on the 
quality  o f  ou r educational 
system . In conclu sion  let 
me cite the great philosopher 
Aristotle who had th is to  say 
about education. “ Educating 
the mind without educating 
the heart is  no education  
at a ll."

A fter Adani 
episode what 

next for 
O pposition?
Editor,
After the report o f  SEBI 

that w rong-doings related to 
Adani G roup require more 
time and the Supreme Court 
has allow ed six months ex­
tension to  submit the report, 
now the question that arises 
is what is in store for the O p­
position for the coming Lok 
Sabha elec tions scheduled 
for A pril 2024. Here it is 
worth noting that two major 
parties the N CPand TMC 
are already against the J PC. It 
is agreed that state elections 
are fought on  local issues. 
For exam ple  the C ongress 
won the Himachal Pradesh 
A ssem bly c lccticns on the 
issue  o f  im plem enta tion 
o f  the Old Pension scheme. 
The same may happen now 
in Karnataka asscnb ly  elec­

tions as reports a re  pouring 
in. But in the parliamentary 
elections voters g ive  prefer­
ence to national issues a s we 
had seen in the last assem ­
bly elec tions o f  Rajasthan 
MP and Chattisgarh where 
Congress w on the assem bly 
elections but in  the parlia­
mentary elections held just 
after a few m onths BJP won 
almost all the  scats

T his tim e neighbouring 
country Pakistan is  speak­
ing very highly o f  the Modi 
G overnm ent on issues o f  
fo re ign  po licy  a s  w ell a s 
inflation and distribution o f  
freeb ies w hich a rc  m eant 
for uplift o f  needy persons 
a nd  m o reo v e r the  Indian 
currency is very strong as 
compared to Pakistan's.

T he G 20  con ference  is 
being held in India and 59 
programmes o f  various na­
ture will be  held in India and 
alm ost all states and Union 
tc iiilo iics will be involved 
in such programmes. In the 
third w eek programmes will 
be held in Kashm ir to  show

die outer world the reality o f  
K ashm ir

O pposition parties have 
dearth  o f  leaders tha t can 
pull a crow d whereas in the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
there a re  several such lead­
e rs It is a chronic habit o f  the 
C ongress to  m ake serious 
m is takes du ring  e lec tio n ­
eering. For exam ple C on­
gress President Mallikarjun 
K hadgc unnecessarily used 
the w ord 'poisonous snake' 
for Modi and it appears that 
this can prove fatal for Con­
gress just a s the word Maut 
ka Saudagar uttered by Sonia 
G andhi in Gujarat elections 
hurt the Party. In the recently 
held Gujarat elections M al­
likarjun K ludge had used the 
undesirable w ord Ravan for 
M odi and Congress had to 
suffer for the same

T h e  C o n g re s s  sh o u ld  
learn from the BJP how to 
change the election scenario 
in its l.ivinii and the picscnt 
e x am p le  is o f  m isap p ro ­
p riation o f  fund by A dani 
w hereas C o n g re ss  m iser­

ably failed to raise the pitch 
here. T he first instance is o f  
bribe m ade in Bofors case 
whereas till ciitc it had not 
been proved :hat any kick- 
back was p i id in the Bofors 
deal but the Congress party 
lost the parliament elections. 
O n this issue we can say that 
the  C ongress pa rty  cou ld  
not defend its case before 
the  com m ori m an o f  the  
country. The second ease  is 
o f  huge loss to the country 
in allotment o f 2G spectrum 
w hereas there w as no loss 
o f  any kind. And for that the 
C ongress party had to  blame 
them selves that they could 
not defend their case before 
the public.

In the  present po litica l 
scenario o f  the country there 
is no political unity among 
the different fartics. Yet it is 
expected from these parties 
that in the national interest 
they should prepare a com ­
mon minimum piogiaiiuiic.
O nly a few. months arc left 
be fore  the  p a rliam en ta ry  
e lec tions anil stro n g  p ro ­

gram m es should be pu t up 
before the public otherwise 
this m ay be  the third consec­
utive terms when there will 
be no Leader o f  Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

C ulture and 
children

Editor.
I w as aghast to  see  the 

le tte r entitled  “ Protect the 
C hildren” that appeared in 
the Shillong Tim es on Apr 
29, 2023. T he hasty judge­
ment passed  on the  D alai 
L am a by the w riter , John 
Saitkhuid. is more befitting 
o f  a kangaroo court o r  a pa­
triarchal khap panchayat. He 
condemns a friendly interac­
tion between the Dalai Lama 
and a young boy as akin to 
a crim inal act o f  pedophilia, 
even though the  inform ed 
w orld has m oved on from 
the incident.

In response to  the con­

troversy. Tibetans have ex­
p lained the phrase "che  1c 
sa". cat my tongue. It per­
tains to  a common display 
ofaffcction between Tibetan 
e lderly and children. A child 
may g o  up to  a grandfather, 
and w ill kiss his forehead, 
touch noses and kiss. Then 
the grandfather says, ‘i 'v e  
given you everything so the 
only th ing  left is for you 
to  eat m y tongue” . Tsering 
K yi. a T ibetan  jo u rn alis t, 
has explained that the tongue 
has several cultural connota­
tions: sticking out the tongue 
is a sign o f  respect o r agree­
ment. and these practices go 
back to their folklore.

The act o f  the Dalai Lama 
w as done in plain view o f  the 
public. Tibetans w ho w ere 
standing around w ere sm il­
ing since they understood 
this gesture ofaffcction. The 
Dalai Lam a's office apolo­
g ized  m ain ly  because  the
Western picss played up this
innocent gesture. M any o f  us 
who have become Christian 
and W esternized have lost

o u r ow n cultu ral lens and 
tend to see the w orld through 
Western mindsets.

C h ild  rea ring  is  heav ­
ily intertwined with culture. 
Eastern and tribal cultures 
are collectivist and children 
a rc  b ro u g h t up w ith  the  
w orldview  that the family 
and  com m unity  a rc  m ore 
important than the individ­
ual. Western culture is more 
individualistic. A W estern 
notion o f  :hild  development 
is tha t children and  even  
babies, are m ade to  sleep 
by them selves, usually  in 
ano ther room. In E astern  
cultures, children sleeping 
with parents and siblings is 
natural, a id  serves the pur­
pose o f  closer bonding with 
the family members.

The a j th o r  has quoted  
from the Bible. The Bible 
also says “sp ire  the rod and 
spoil the child*. T his is an 
injunction that reflects the 
soeuil nouns o f  tluil via. But 
now many Western so-called 
C h ris tian  c o u n trie s  have  
law s p ro h ib itin g  p a re n ts

from  beating children, and 
they can face imprisonment 
for child  abuse. How do we 
reconcile these seeming con­
tradictions and challenges to 
our long-held convictions?

As a retired professor o f  
pediatrics and a keen student 
o f  c h ild  p sy c h o lo g y  and  
development, w e know  that 
child-beating by parents or 
teachers causes psychologi­
cal traum a. T he Trobrian- 
de rs . a tribe in the South 
Pacific  do  no t be lieve  in 
beating o r scolding children, 
explaining that children are 
innocent. I hope that in this 
day and age. no one believes 
that slapping and spanking 
children actually helps their 
development. Such thoughts 
belong in the Dark Ages.

Yours etc., 
G lenn C. Kharkongor, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters' 
a u th o rs  and  n o t tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times
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W orld Press Freedom  Day, 
U neventfu l

MAY 3 is observed as World Press Freedom Day bui 
as usual this day passes off uneventfully. World Press 
Freedom Day was set aside by the United Naiions 
with a purpose and that purpose is to raise public 
awareness on the importance of a free and fair press 
which is integral to the functioning o f democracy and 
in ensuring the human rights o f citizens. This day 
is a reminder to citizens o f  democracies across the 
world that a free press is the sine qua non for ensur­
ing transparency and accountability in governance. 
Indeed, the pre^s exists to keep a constant vigil and 
a tight leash on how elcctcd governments perform 
their constitutional duties and deliver public goods. 
However, this days is a caustic reminder to those in
government and the practitioners o f journalism that 
across South Asia today, particularly in A fghanistan. 
Pakistan Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and even India, 
journalists are being murdered, jailed for pointing 
out the corruption o f governments and also facing 
censorship o f various shades. There is a climate of 
fear among journalists due to state intimidation. That 
journalists continue to work in such an atmosphere 
of oppression should be a matter of concern not only 
o f the journalistic fraternity but o f the citizenry as 
well. Journalists after all serve the cause o f the citi­
zens by bringing before them information on what 
governments do; their acts o f omission and com­
mission and their public spending. Writing truth to 
power is the credo o f every self-respecting journalist 
and media house. For this they often have to pay a 
heavy price.

It would be fair to say that quite a good number 
of media houses and publications today are playing 
safe through self-censorship. It is also ironic that 
the press fraternity have to fight their own battles 
when it should be the citizens that should come to 
the defence o f a free, fair and independent press. 
The importance of press freedom cannot be over­
emphasized. It is only when citizens are informed 
about the functioning o f a government that they can 
make informed decisions particularly during elec­
tions. Besides, it is not just the press that has to hold 
those in power accountable. This critical role is also 
that o f  citizens.

The theme for this year's World Press Freedom 
Day is. “Shaping a future o f  rights: freedom of 
expression as the engine o f other human rights." 
These words sound good on paper but trying to push 
this agenda cannot be the brief of journalists only. 
Unless the citizens rally round the practitioners of 
journalism and stand shoulder to shoulder with them 
when they face state reprisal for exposing comiption 
and human rights abuses, press freedom will remain 
only an ideal.

A Cry For Help!
Location: IGP, Shillong, 

M eghalaya; Num ber o f  m in­
utes 1 have been sitting idly in 
this cranipcd taxi: 40 minutes 
(•no ted  a s I w as returning 
home from school one cold 
w inter afternoon). Returning 
home without the unneces­
sary pam per o f  my parents tc> 
pick me up from school these 
past few m onths opened my 
eyes to  the horror o f  traffic 
congestion in Shillong and 
how awfully every student, 
ch ild , e lder, w orker, e tc .. 
suffers from it. Fortunately, 
after our last m idterm exams 
in 2022, C lass XI students 
w ere requ ired  to  p repa re  
a P ro je c t on  E co n o m ics/ 
Statistics. The horrendous 
flashbacks o f  being stuck in 
traflic during exhausted and 
lazy afternoons after school, 
has led me to decide on the 
topic-Traffic congestion in 
Shillong C ity and  Sugges­
tive  M easu res 
with the hope of 
finding possible 
suggestive mea-
mucs dial would
d e c r e a s e  th e  
traflic  c onges­
tion in Shillong 
city.

I had handed 
ou t to  50 s tu ­
dents within the 
age range o f  13-18 years, 50 
questionnaires com prising  
13 questions, provided with 
multiple choices o f  answers 
for the com fort and flexibility 
in answering the given ques­
tions. Upon receiving a ll the 
successfully answered ques­
tionnaires. I w as startled at 
the various responses o f  the 
students, and soon realized 
that the enem y w as closer 
than I thought. The enem y 
is am ong us. the enem y is us 
and we decide the future o f  
the Fanh.

‘"T raffic  c o n g e s tio n  is 
transport that is character­
ized by slower speeds, longer 
trip times, and increased ve­
hicular queuing." defined by 
G oogle 's W ikipcdia, leaves 
a calm  factual idea  in  ou r 
minds o f  what traffic conges­
tion is. However, i f  someone 
wore to a:;k mo w hat i:; traffic 
congestion, I would simply 
show them the narrow wind­
ing roads o f  Laitum khrah, 
Police Bazaar, G arikhana. 
N ong thym m ai, D hankc ti, 
M alki. M awlai. etc: on o r­
dinary weekdays in January. 
February, March, and so  my 
point is made.

At presen t. Sh illong  is

By lapltilaniewkor Thangkhiew

ing and disembarking points 
and these points need to be 
constructed”.

Traffic congestion is haz­
ardous to  drivers, passen ­
gers and pedestrians, a fact 
co n firm e d  by a p e rsona l 
incident. To cut a long story 
short, the packcd road o f  a 
7:20 am  Wednesday m orn­
ing caused me a minor back 
injury as the door o f  a huge 
car opened and bum ped into 
our tw o-whcekr. causing me 
to  fall flat on ny  back upon 
the  co a rse  paved ground . 
However, what w as sadder 
w as not that ihe student o f  
th e  h uge  veh icle  d id  not 
ap o lo g ize  to  m e n o r  help 
me up. but that one HUGE 
vehicle only h id  one student 
passenger.

Let us take a  look a t the

l . I ■wjr,,ng pub* pr ivr.KH  C»rpCOl

sta tistics obtained from 50 
questionnaire* distributed to 
50 students.

W e now  know  tha t 22 
com m ute  by p rivate  cars, 
w h ich  is a huge p roblem  
since only 20% o f  the 50 stu­
dents stay Iho jr+ aw ay  from 
school, creating a  confusing 
im balance . It is a lso  seen  
that the car-pool method o f  
com m uting is rarely used by 
students. Car-pool reduces 
fuel costs and Is a  much more 
environmentally friendly and 
sustainable w ty  to commute 
as sharing journeys reduces 
a ir  pollution, carbon em is­
sions. traffic congestion on 
the roads, and the need for 
parking spaces. This analyses 
clearly prove? that students 
arc  one o f  the major reasons 
for traflic congestion during 
early m om inghours and late 
afternoons.

An im porian t q uestion  
w as a lso  mentioned in the 
qu e s tio n n a ire  - “ D o you  
think  traffic  ligh ts should 
be placcd in Shillong?" The 
m ajority  answ ered  w ith a 
“Yes” , however, the remain­
ing answered “No”  and were 
required to provide a reason 
for the ir choi;c. Their rea- 

reeling under the pressure o f  sons stand strong  against 
daily traffic jam s, to  the point the m ajority as they stated

O f  course, the car-pool fees 
sha ll vary  from  person  to  
person, and the distance from 
school, (iii) The co-operation 
o f  the government along with 
thecitizens* is highly needed. 
In the previous months, we 
have heard o f  ac tions that 
the government is w illing to 
take to solve this crisis such 
as introducing c-buscs for 
school students.

Now that a  new govern­
ment is in  place w e. the c iti­
zens o f  Shillong, have high 
hopes o f  a b righter future, a 
better developed city, a  safer 
e nv ironm en t and  a be tter  
world to live in. We humbly 
request the  government and 
the citizens o f  this small city, 
to  work together tow ards the 
w elfare o f  the state.

In conclusion, the student 
population using private ve­
hicles. a rc  m ajor causes o f  
traffic congestion. Howev er, 

w h at i f  I to ld  
you that w e are.

Q:'Hcw‘ar is yotr horns awayfrorr, indeed, the solu-
schoo' by o walking distonce?' t ion to it a s w d  I?

Wc, as iiifomictl 
s tu d e n ts  a bou t 
th e  h a za rd s  o f  

30-5Qmin* tra ffic  conges- 
l hour* t io n  a n d  how  

th e  in c re a s in g  
n u m b e r o f  v e ­
hicles gradual ly 

vehiclc population. The last destroy our green home and

for proper, m ore  e ffic ien t 
traffic m anagem ent system  
and strict traffic police who 
w ould gu ide  the  pedestri­
ans and vehicles around the 
streets o f  Shillong. 46%  o f  
the respondents have agreed 
that a household should only 
ow n tw o  v e h ic le s  a t th e  
m ost, w hile the rem aining 
are against this recommend­
ed regulation. A majority also 
agreed that the loan facilities 
offered by various banks lead 
to an increase in the number 
o f  vehicles in Shillong.

By the  on line  s ta tistics 
o f  an approved website, up­
dated on 31st M arch 2023, 
th e re  a re  3 .6 6 .0 0 0  reg is ­
tered  vehicles in  the State 
o f  M eghalaya. Surely, loan 
fa c ilit ie s  by ba n k s a re  a 
m ajor cause for increase in

when; the M eghalaya High 
Court has sought a response 
from the State government.

that, firstly, damaged roads 
should be properly fixed, and 
secondly the common mass

The then Superintendent o f  would hardly co-operate with 
Police (SP)(Traflic) Shailen- a  non-living medium such as
dra Bam aniya in an in te r­
view had stated that roughly 
50-100 vehicles a re  being 
added on to  Shillong roads 
o n  a d a ily  b a sis . H e a lso  
sa id , " D u e  to  m a n p o w er 
c ris is , th e  D ep a rtm en t is 
facing some challenges. We 
are trying to ease  the traffic 
congestion but lack embark-

traflic lights.
Wc can therefore conclude 

that, on a reality check, traf­
fic congestion cannot be re­
duced by placing traflic lights 
in  the streets o f Shillong as  it 
w ould take a few years for 
it to become a habit and the 
safety o f  the citizens too is at 
risk. Instead, wc arc hoping

question o f  the questionnaire 
was. “ A re you aw are o f  the 
scrapping policy?" The m a­
jority  responded with "No." 
as expected since there have 
b e en  no su c h  a w a re n e s s  
cam paigns initiated nor no 
su c h  new  p o lic ie s  by  the  
government.

India's Vehicle Scrappage 
Policy took cftcct from April 
2022 w ith the ob jective o f  
phasing ou t o ld  passenger 
and com m ercial vehicles in 
o rder to  rcducc  the  rising 
a ir pollution, and to  increase 
passenger, pedestrian  and  
road safety. W ith this new 
policy imposed, w e hope that 
the masses use it to  its full 
po ten tia l, to no t on ly  help 
in reducing the num ber o f  
vehicles but a lso in reducing 
the  life- threatening rise o f  
pollution all over the globe. 
Reducing traffic congestion 
should be the governm ent's 
and the citizens' top-of-thc- 
list p riority  at present, not 
only to avoid wastage o f  time 
and risks to  human lives but 
also to reduce the impact to 
the p lanet's health.

Let us look  in to  som e 
su g g e s tiv e  m easu res  tha t 
can reduce traflic  conges­
tion: (i) W alking- I f  an in­
dividual slays at a w alking 
d is tan c e  aw ay  from  the ir  
school, college o r workplace, 
w c highly recommend them 
to com m ute by w alking as it 
not only helps reduce traflic 
congestion , but a lso  guar­
a n tee s  them  good  health , 
( ii)  C a r-p o o lin g - S chools 
should encourage parents to 
send their children to school 
on  car-poo l. T his m ethod  
saves fuel costs and greatly 
reduces traflic congestion in 
the mornings and afternoons.

its future, can work together 
a s one. As tenants o f  Farth 
wc hold a m ajor responsi­
bility  o f  sav ing  the future 
generations from a scorched 
and barren planet.

Tliis quotation from the 
F irst B randt C om m ission  
Report says it a ll “ A rc  
w c to  leave our successors a 
scorched planet o f  advanc­
ing deserts , im poverished 
lan dscap es a nd  a iling  en ­
v ironm ent?" The very sce­
nario  brings shivers dow n 
the spine. I dare you to  be  
a  cow ard and  a hero a t the 
sam e tim e. A coward, to  let 
the fear get to you, and find 
its w ay to your m ind, and a 
hero, to  use that fear a s an 
alibi, to take a step towards 
what would be good for you, 
for us and for them, the fu­
ture homo oapicn:; that shall 
fall under Fa rth 's  motherly 
care yet again. 1 dare  you to 
leave footprints on the streets 
o f  S h illong , com m ute  on 
foot, jo in  that car-pool: share 
a seat on the public buses, re­
duce your carbon footprints 
on Farth. W'alk. i f  needed to 
walk, run if  needed to  run. 
Let u s walk the Dandi March 
to  freedom : freedom  from 
diseases and w ars, pollution 
and global warming- the real 
enem ies out there.

Let us join hands and sing 
a peace song as w c create a 
world which is a safe haven 
for the future generations. 
Take this write-up not as a 
ranting o f  a 17 year old. but 
take is as a c ry  for help from 
the Farth and a cry for help 
from the future generations.

(T h e  w r i te r  is  a  s t u ­
den t o f  C lass X II A rts ' I f  
St. Anthony s  H igher Second­
ary School. Shillong)

A A P ’s lust 
for luxury  

unacceptable
Editor.
A am  A adm i Party was 

bom with professed auster­
ity. Figh ting  ram pant cor­
ruption in Indian politics and 
governance  w as its prim e 
m otive. F irs t in itiated  by 
Anna Hazarc, the movement 
w as fully supposed  by the 
general populace, which was 
later politically capitalized 
by Arvind Kejrivval and his 
colleagues. Soor: a fte r  the
2013 Delhi clcciii>n victory. 
AAP C h ief ArvinJ Kejrivval 
thundered that his party col­
league would never take any 
governm ent-provided posh 
bungalows. They would in­
stead prefer sm alkr govern­
ment flats. It earned the party 
more popularity by the day. 
People thought that som e­
thing extraordinary would 
happen to  the nation.

In the initial days, without 
any false show  : nd pomp, 
the Delhi CM andhis MLAs 
were often seen even com ­
m uting by auto rickshaw s 
and mixing with every poor 
person on the strcd. This fur­
ther helped the party win the 
hearts o f  the underprivileged

in the  capita l city, besides 
other top  intellectuals in the 
country. But, a few years 
dow n tnc line, the thing has 
s e em in g ly  tu rn ed  to p sy ­
turvy. The blatant corruption 
and ostentation in  the party 
have seen many o f  its MLAs 
behind bars while others left 
the Party in  frustration.

A s the arrest o f  Deputy 
C h ief M inister M anish Si- 
sod ia  on c h arges o f  c o r ­
ruption in an alleged liquor 
scam  tarnished the party 's 
im age, the recent new s o f  
the extravagant renovation 
o f  the C M 's 1 louse left many 
dumbfounded. "A A P’s  RE- 
V ERSF D RIV E" (ST. April 
28.2023). Brought forth first 
by T im es N ow  N avbharat, 
the  D elhi C h ie f  M in is ter  
has allegedly spent close to 
45 crores in refurbishing his 
official residence  at C ivil 
Lines in New Delhi. This is 
unacceptable to the general 
masses. O ver Rs 1 crore was 
spent merely on curtains for 
the  house , w hile  in te rio r 
decoration gobbled up over 
R s 11 c ro re . A w hopping  
Rs six  crore  w as splurged 
on m arble floor tiles. It is 
alleged that the CM set his 
eyes on curtains costing Rs
7,94,000 per piece and thus 
o rdered  23 p ieces for the 
entire set-up. The premium 
'D io r  Pearl M arb les' w ere

brought a ll the  w ay from 
Vietnam to jazz up the house, 
costing Rs 3.30 crores. How 
could one reconcile that the 
leader o f  frugality suddenly 
chooses a w ardrobe o f  Rs 
1.41 c rore  w hile having a 
taste for kitchen appliances 
that touched l . l  crore?

What is most unbecoming 
is  that all these extravagant 
ideas occurred to  the C M 's 
mind when the capital city 
was "seriously plagued" by
COVID-19.

A senior government em ­
ployee from Delhi laments 
on social m edia: “ T his is 
how  som e o f  o u r  leade rs  
sh a m elessly  lu x u ria te  on 
the tax-payers' hard-earned 
m oney and  cheat the gu ll­
ib le  public . T h is  e p isode  
has hurt Anna H azarc and 
his followers m ore than any 
other.'1 O ne wonders why the 
party  that promised to root 
out corruption and uplift the 
underprivileged so quickly 
d e v ia te d  to  e m b ra ce  the  
life o f  luxury and opulence. 
Som e o f  o u r  leaders may 
fool people with their rheto­
ric and continue refurbishing 
their hotises and what have 
they, but w ill they ever be 
ab le  to  " re fu rb ish "  th e ir  
guilt-filled hearts? No. not 
at all. T he laws o f  kanna will 
cut them dow n to size a t the 
end o f  the day. M oreover.

luxury is inherently illusive, 
it's impermanent. It docs not 
a t all guarantee true peace 
o f  m ind, while integrity in 
action  and  scrvice a lw ays 
ensures both peace and bliss 
here and hereafter.

Yours etc..
Salil G ew ali, 

Shillong

T rim m ing the 
bloated force
Fditor
T he new s caption titled 

’With V RS. Assam packs oft' 
300 alcoholic cops' in a  sec­
tion o f  media com es like a 
breath o f  fresh air. It is com ­
mon to notice that the Khaki 
force not only in Assam but 
across the stiles  suffer the 
sam e  syndrom e. T ake the 
case o f  Meghalaya where the 
law enforcer* seem to be on 
auto-pilot during coal a uc ­
tion. illegal transportation or 
election rclat:d  duties. Will 
the Home Minister take a cue 
from A ssam on  this issue? 
The iron fist approach by the 
Assam government can draw 
a pool o f  talcr.tod youngsters 
w ho a re  well versed  w ith 
crypt-analysis, foreign lan­
guage skills combined with 
strong cultural connections. 
Thoughtful leadership has to

take the front scat in profes­
sional departm ents like po­
licing where accountability 
o r ow nership o f  wort; would 
c re a te  tru st a m o n g st the 
people whom they promise 
to  serv e.

Michael Sheehan, author 
o f  Crush the Cell during his 
tenure as Deputy Com m is­
sioner for Counter-Terrorism 
at New York Police D epart­
ment created a right unit not 
a massive sized unit.

Yours etc., 
Christopher G atphoh.

Shillong-10

B am boo  
m ission

Fditor.
In 2020 w hen scientists 

and experts on bamboo had 
v is ited  the  s ta te  a nd  met 
officials related to  the state 
bamboo mission, the overall 
summary that camc out from 
the  m eeting w as. that the 
sta te  w ould s ta rt to  adopt 
new  learn ings a nd  inco r­
porate m odels on bam boo 
propagations through com ­
m unity  m anaged  bam boo 
communities. In my report, 
when I w as with Meghalaya 
Institute o f  G overnance un­
der the flagship o f  M BDA I

had suggested that the Prad- 
han M antri Awaz Yojana- 
G raniin could be "modified” 
a t the State level by making 
the maximum utilization o f  
bamboo houses for the rural 
poor w ho had lim ited means 
o f  building a house o f  their 
ow n. T h is  w ould  requ ire  
m apping o f  bam boo c lu s ­
ters for nurturing bam boo 
nurseries and supplying top 
bamboo wood quality under 
the scheme which would be 
e conom ically  v iab le, su s ­
tainable and affordable and 
a lso linked under the rural 
housing subsidy o f  35 per­
c en t. T h ro u g h  a ffo rd a b le  
bamboo housing w c can help 
in mitigating natural calam i­
ties. promote direct and in­
direct employment services, 
sustain the  ecosystem  and 
prevent w astage o f  bamboo 
outside the state. However, 
nothing much Iras been heard 
since my exit from the MIG 
but it is  hoped that a second­
ary opinion and discussion 
cou ld  be  initiated under a 
revised mission mode.

Yours etc.
Dominic Stadlin W ankhar 

_________________ Via email
A rticles and letters ap­

pearing  on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  and  no t (hat o f  
The Sh illong  lim e s

Bench ‘hunting’ continues to hound 
delivery o f  justice and fairness

Justice Joseph’s lament 
must lead to serious 

judicial introspection
By K Raveendran

Five >ears after the his­
torical 'm tional du ty’ press 
conference by four judges a l­
leging undesirable practices 
including 'bench  hunting ', 
the problem continues to  be 
the bane o f Indian judiciary. 
A ll the four ju d g e s  have 
retired a long tim e ago but 
many o f  lhe problems they 
ra ised  pe rsist, u n de rm in ­
in g  p e o p le 's  fa ith  in the  
system.

B ench  h u n tin g  w o rk s  
bo th  w a*s. som etim es in 
looking for pliable benches 
and at other times in avo id­
ing judges o r benches whose 
perceived independence can 
be detrimental for the  inter-

ous. He has been credited 
w ith several judgm ents o f  
far-reaching political impli­
cations. including his 2016 
ruling w hich s truck  down 
President's  Rule in Uttara­
khand and paved the w ay for 
Harish Rawat-led Congress 
government to come back to 
power. Justice K M Joseph 's 
rulings have se t im portant 
precedents in a variety o f  ar­
eas. from constitutional law 
to civil liberties to  environ­
mental protection to human 
rights. Mis judgm ents have 
had a profound impact on the 
Indian legal system through 
his pattern-based judgments. 
Mis jud g m e n ts  have  been

ests o f  those who w ant judg ­
ments to  50 a certain way. It 
w as only the other day that 
Justicc  K M Joseph, hear­
ing Gujarat riot rape victim 
Bilkis Bano's petition chal­
lenging the remission o f  jail 
term  o f  convicts by the state 
government, along with fel­
low judge B V' Nagarathna, 
expressed anguish at the way 
the proceedings w ere sought 
to  be thwarted on behalf o f  
the  convicts through w hat 
senior counsel Indira Jaising 
described a s bam boozling 
tactics.

"It is apparent tha t the 
c ounsel appearing  for the 
conv ic ts  do  not w ant this 
hearing to take place. Every 
tim e the natter will be called 
up. one person o r the other

characterized by a focus on 
the larger picture, rather than 
on the individual facts o f  a 
ease. This approach has en ­
abled him to make decisions 
that are  more consistent with 
the principles o f  justicc  and 
fairness.

Justicc  Jo seph ’s strong 
stance on hate speech, call­
ing it a ‘canccr’ that must be  
eradicated from socicty. will 
be considered  a landm ark 
in  ju d ic ia l ac tiv ism . In a 
recent ruling. Justicc Joseph 
declared that hate spccch is 
a  serious threat to the social 
fabric o f  our nation and that 
it must be addressed with 
utmost urgency and that the 
government must take steps 
to ensure that hate speech is 
not to lerated in any  form.

“The bench o f  Justices Joseph an d  

Nagarathna issued  notice to the Union 

governm ent a nd  the sta te government, calling 

f o r  a ll ihe relevant files, but both governm ents 

fa i le d  to do that, saying they were p lanning to 

m ove a petition fo r  review ing the decision. ”

will com ; and  say that he 
needs tin*: to file a  reply. It is 
more than obvious," Justice 
Joseph said. "It is somewhat 
clear wha: is being attempted 
here. It is obvious, rather 
more than obvious, that you 
all do not want the hearing to 
be conducted by this ba tch." 
the judge w hose last work­
ing day is se t fo r M ay 19 
before th ; court closcs for 
sum m er vacation , sa id  in 
frustration.

It w as the bench headed 
by Justice Joseph that adm it­
ted Bilkis Bano's petition, 
a f te r  the  S up rem e  C ourt 
its e lf  had rejected  several 
o th e r  sim ila r p le as  c h a l­
lenging the remission o f  jail 
sentence o f the convicts. The 
bench o f  Justices Joseph and 
Nagarathna issued notice to 
the Union government and 
the state government, call­
ing for al the relevant files, 
but both governments failed 
to  do that, saying they w ere 
planning to move a petition 
for reviewing the decision. 
But given that Justicc Joseph 
is set to  retire before the pe­
tition is liken to its logical 
conclusion , so lic ito r gen ­
eral Tushar Mehta informed 
the  court that the records 
w ould be produced before 
the court.

W hy the gov e rn m e n ts  
w ant to  avoid Ju stice  Jo ­
seph 's bench is quite obvi-

T hc ru ling  is  particu larly  
significant as hate speech is 
being increasingly used to 
incite hatred and  v iolence 
a g a in s t peo p le  b a sed  on 
their race, religion, gender, 
o r other characteristics.

It is high tim e the  Su ­
preme Court addressed a t­
tem pts by pe rpe tra to rs  to 
subvert due  process o f  law 
by misusing the court’s le­
niency and rules o f  proce­
dure to restore the faith and 
confidencc o f  citizens in the 
country 's judiciary. A case 
before the highest court o f  
the land involving the pos­
sible trial o f  a serving ch ief 
minister has been continu­
ously postponed for the 33rd 
tim e on one pretext o r  the 
other, raising serious doubts 
about the independence o f  
the judiciary. It is not enough 
that ju sticc  is done, it has 
to be seen to  be done if  the 
judiciary expccts people to 
have faith in it. W hile there 
is an obsession on the part 
o f  a il concerned about the 
r ig h ts  o f  the  de fe n d an ts , 
the sam e c onsidera tion  is 
often denied to the  victims, 
m aking  the en tire  system  
lopsided. It is high tim e this 
aberra tion  is corrcc tcd  so 
tha t the  h ighest jud ic ia ry  
perform s the  exalted  role 
that people expect it to play 
in the interest o f  ju sticc  and 
fairness. (IPA Service)
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“  Liberty may be endangered by the abuse o f  
liberty, but also by the abuse o f  power. ”

—  .lam es M adison
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Sports and politics
NATIONAL life is increasingly being gripped 
by a sense c f  despondence and the society is 
surprisingly acting numb even in situations o f 
grave provocations. The complaint and street 
protests in the national capital by seven ace 
wrestlers against “prolonged sexual harassment” 
by Wrestling Federation o f  India’s president and 
BJP mem ber o f  Parliament from Uttar Pradesh, 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, might perhaps be 
the tip o f  the iceberg. The protests over the past 
12 days camc as a  bombshell on the sports bod­
ies as a whole and have exposed their underbelly. 
The Modi government is in the dock for its 
abjcct failure to comprehend the gravity o f  the 
situation. It has responded to the complaints in a 
routine manner by ordering an inquiry in January 
last and issuing an advisory to sports bodies to 
strictly adhere to the guidelines governing their 
functioning. It is refusing to arrest Brij Bhushan 
and take him to task. The Supreme Court is sat­
isfied with tlx; fact that an FIR has been lodged 
against the accused.

In between, the panel headed by Mary Kom 
did a jo b  by squarely pointing out to the gov­
ernment that the internal com plaints com m it­
tee as mandated by the Prevention o f Sexual 
Harassment Act o f  2013 is not functional in the 
wrestling body. This also led to a realization 
that such a mcchanism is defunct in most such 
national-level entities. W hile rules are framed 
and laws enacted with commendable serious­
ness by governments and legislative bodies, the 
problem lies in the lack o f  seriousness in their 
implementation. As a result, the situations keep 
worsening, rather than improving.

Coming to the crux o f  the problem, the in­
stallation o f  wayward politicians at the head o f  
every sports entity has been a practice for long. 
That they rubbish these entities is evident also 
from the way the most populated nation o f  1.40 
billion is putting up a pathetic show at every 
Olympics or even in the Asian Games and the 
CWG. And. the scam that the political bosses 
perpetrated n the Commonwealth Games in 
Delhi is fresh in everyone's  mind. That the 
Congress governments started the practice o f 
installing po iticians at the head o f  such sports 
bodies should not have been an excuse for 
the NDA to carry such unacceptable systems 
forward. Instead, at the first opportunity. Amit 
Shah's son Jay Shah was brought into command­
ing positions* in cricket bodies like BCCI and 
ACC. Such positions involve huge income and 
power equal to a  minister. The m isuse o f  such 
authority by a ‘crim inal' like Brij Bhushan has 
come to such a pass that the nation now hangs 
its head in shame.

Substance abuse among youth: 
We can be part of the solution

Ai dusk, a s wc were re­
tu rning from w ork, a few 
y o u th  w e re  s ta n d in g  on 
the roadside and  sm oking 
weed (marijuana). Wc could 
sense that they were enjoy­
ing them se lves. Wc only 
glanced a t them and went 
dong. However, this incident 
kept us thinking and raised 
a lo t o f  q u e s tio n s  w here 
wc discussed what wc saw, 
the very next day at work. 
Were they regularly smoking 
weed? Arc thcv also doing 
other drugs? What arc their 
life situations? Can wc do 
something about it?

Dmg abuse is becoming 
a g rav e  prob lem  b o th  in 
urban and rural Meghalaya. 
A ccording to the National 
Survey on Extent and Pattern 
o f  Subs tance  Use (2019), 
the number o f  people who 
inject drugs in Meghalaya are 
11.420 with many unrcported 
cases. The problem is inten­
sified with drug use being 
linked to sex work and high 
risk activities such as inject­
ing dm g use and sharing o f  
such equipment that can re­
sult in public health epidem ­
ics such as HIV, Hepatitis B 
and C , sexually transmitted 
d iseases and  o th e r  blood 
borne viruses (The M egha­
laya Drug Abuse Prevention 
Policy. 2020). In a study 
conductcd by NACO (2014- 
15), it was reported that the 
mean age o f  intravenous dmg 
users (ID U s) was 26 years 
o f  which a majority (59%) 
o f  them  w ere  in th e  age 
group o f  25 -34 years with 
a literacy rate o f  87.7%. In 
terms ol occupation. 20.6%  
are unemployed and 15% are 
students.

Wc h a v e  to  rccogn izc  
that adolescents and young 
adults are vulnerable to dmg 
use. Meghalaya has drafted 
the Meghalaya Youth Policy 
2021, a great milestone, as 
the grow th  a nd  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  youth has often been 
side-lined. The rationale for 
having the Youth Policy is 
to  rccognisc  the po ten tia l 
and con tribu tion  o f  youth 
to the developm ent o f  the 
state. Having said this, youth 
transit major changcs as they 
grow from childhood to au ­
tonomy and to responsible 
adults Many an* at risk o f
ill-fated social issues o f  the 
society, one among these is 
vulnerability to  illicit drug 
abuse.

Wc w anted to delve deep­
er into this reality o f  drug use 
and abuse. H cncc. w e arc 
thankful to few organisations 
in Sh illong  w ork ing  w ith 
drug users w ho helped a r­
range a few interactions with 
them and their peer educa­
tors. These interactions gave 
us b road insights into the 
lives o f  these young people 
w ho  a re  d rug -dependen t. 
We found that initiation into 
drugs was as cariy as 12 or 
13 years o f  age and the high- 
risk groups arc around 14 
to  16  years o f  age. discount­
ing tobacco use (smoke and 
smokeless) as nicotinc was

By Marbabiang Syiemlieh & 
Ibasaralyne Thabah Synthiang

not even considered a s a drug 
by these children and youth 
who are into substancc use.

Why do these adolcsccnts 
get into drugs? The contrib­
uting factors of substance use 
among adolescents and youth 
arc firstly.a ‘broken family’. 
The family a sa  basic unit is 
supposed to  be a safe haven 
for children jn d  youth. All 
these  drug  users w ho wc 
intcractcd with reported that, 
they conic from broken fami­
lies. where there is no close 
child to  parent relationship 
sincc their parents are always 
p rcoccup icd  H cncc they 
never felt love, attachment 
and bonding  even though 
they m ay be liv ing  under 
the sam e ro>f. A lthough  
their basic needs are met the 
youth said that motivation 
and attachment were absent 
and that pushes these youth 
to substitute that craving for 
love with suh'iaruvs instrad 
Many o f  these youth m en­
tioned that their parents arc 
also substanccdcpcndcnt and 
they regularly witness fights, 
arguments and violence be­
tw een  th e ir  p a ren ts . T he 
perception o f  these youth is 
also distorted. Many times, 
they think that it is alright to 
try alcohol and drugs at an 
early age. as they see their 
role models at home abus­
ing substances. As parents, 
we often forget that children 
model our behaviour.

Secondly, the e asy  a c ­
cessibility to substanccs is 
another contributing factor. 
The youth said there was no 
obstacle o r hindrance in ac­
quiring drugs whenever they 
needed them. Drugs are eas­
ily available in the city: drug 
peddlers a rc  everyw here. 
While the gcrcral presump­
tion is that substanccs are 
expensive, the fact is that 
these adolescents and youth 
despite their b w  socio-cco- 
nomic positions still manage 
to acquire them. Further, ad­
olescents and youth who are 
substancc dependent resort 
to anti-social activities such 
as  stealing and shoplifting 
in order to finance their drug 
needs. Such delinquencies 
arc not considered wrongdo­
ings in their n inds as long 
as they arc able to obtain the 
substanccs.

Thirdly, peer influence to 
casually try and initiate dmg 
use is another factor contrib­
uting to  the rite  o f  substancc 
users among adolescents and 
youth. The youth mentioned 
that they actually felt quite 
good if  they could persuade 
another peer into substancc 
initiation. It tikes only two 
to three days for the body to 
start craving for the drug and 
within a w eek o f  daily use. 
one becomes dependent.

Fourthly, the media has 
had negative effects on ado­
lescents. Long hours o f  ex­
posure to  unlvalthy content

through online games, music, 
movies result in violent and 
aggressive behaviour as well 
as ingraining lax and non­
chalant attitude to dm g use. 
sexual relationships, suicidal 
thoughts and even attempts 
to hurt oneself.

Despite these contribut­
ing factors to substancc use. 
m any fam ilies arc still in 
denial o f  their child's depen­
dency on the  substancc(s) 
due io  stigm atisation  and 
socictal discrimination. Un­
fortunately, in a few com ­
m unities . ostracization  o f  
individuals and families who 
use illicit substanccs results 
in disciplinary action taken 
up by the youth  group  o r 
the Dorbar Shnong. There is 
also complete ignorance that 
substancc use is  an illness. 
T his m akes substance  use 
dependents become victims 
o f  superfluous physical vio-
I cnee thinking that this: is the
right way to  turn them into 
law-abiding citizens and stop 
them from using substanccs. 
M oreover, it is distressing 
to leam that few communi­
ties are in  denial about the 
num ber o f  youth  w ho arc 
substance users within their

in nearly a ll com m unities 
across the globe there exists 
class discrimination and the 
society in Meghalaya is no 
different. Irrespective o f  is­
sues. people from low socio­
economic backgrounds have 
been treated callous ly  by- 
society. Similarly, the youth 
from such backgrounds who 
are substancc users arc be­
ing vilified and stigmatised, 
and more often than not. left 
without any support.

These daunting findings 
arc harsh realities o f  many 
youth in Shillong. As a soci­
ety arc we prepared to take 
positive  action before  our 
youth reach the dep ths o f  
despair?  T hese  substancc 
users arc crying out for help 
and  d o n ’t w ant som eone  
e lse  to  be in  the ir  shoes. 
They actually crave for love 
and understanding and want 
their parents to understand 
the physiological and  psy­
chological changcs they un­
dergo during the stage o f  
addcsccncc. Many o f  them 
said. “My mother/ father docs 
not understand me” . This is 
a common phrase uttered by 
almost cvcty adolcsccnt.

Pe rhaps ed u ca tio n  for 
parents on parenting skills 
and the significance o f  com ­
m unication  in  the fam ily 
arc  im peratives. T he need 
o f  the hour is to start family 
conversations by providing 
a non-threatening space for 
children and youth to freely 
sh a re  th e ir  c o nce rns and 
the p ressu re  they e x p er i­
ence. T here  is great need 
to promote sports and rec­

reational activ ities so that 
youth can have some leisure 
after school o r college hours 
rather than being held cap­
tive by their mobile phones 
and getting hooked to online 
gam es w hich  has already  
affected their physical and 
mental health.

Some initiatives that can 
be taken up as per recom­
mendations provided by sub­
stancc dependent individuals 
arc to develop social compe­
tence and critical conscious­
ness am ong youth through 
training programmes so as to 
prevent early initiation into 
dmgs. Additionally, regular 
home visits by key repre­
sentatives in the community 
w ithout be ing  judgm enta l 
o r  b iased and training for 
parents* training is a must to 
prevent d m g  abuse among 
children and youth.

For parents and elders that 
arc dm g'alcohol dependent, 
they suggested  subsidised 
treatment rates for rehabilita­
tion and detoxification and 
even free treatment for those 
b e lo n g in g  to  h o u seho ld s 
living Below- Poverty Line. 
Besides, vocational training 
and employment avenues for 
recovered addicts, spiritual 
awareness, training for com ­
munity members about the 
illness and related interven­
tions, healthy vigilance by 
community groups through 
provision o f  help, instead 
o f  punishm ent, and  setting 
up m ore D rop-In C en tres  
(D IC s) in o the r d is tric ts , 
sincc most arc concent rated 
in and around Shillong are 
essen tia l in te rven tions to 
curb and support our youth.

In the present scenario, 
wc hope for government sup­
port to  tacklc this problem as 
Meghalaya has its own Dmg 
A buse P re vention  Policy, 
2020. Further, in  January 
2023. the Meghalaya Cabinet 
p a ssed  the  D rug  R educ­
tion E lim ination & Action 
M ission (D R E A M ) with a 
mission to  build a D mg Free 
M eghalaya  by leverag ing  
the culture and communities 
through a multi-facctedcoor­
dinated strategy to eliminate 
the incidence o f  substancc 
use in the state.

Let us unite with a com ­
mon purposi* and a rt in our
own hom es and  com m uni­
ties. Let us start these conver­
sations about how we could 
support families and youth. 
These arc not far fctchcd. 
D iscussions on this issue 
w ith parents is attainable , 
if  and only i f  communities 
com e together to  intervene 
for the welfare o f  our youth. 
"M otiva tion  can  heal the 
person. Love can heal the 
person. Unfortunately, these 
are absent in many o f  our 
contemporary families”, The 
crux o f  the m atter trnly is 
to  p rov ide  a sa fe , lov ing  
and healthy family environ­
ment.

(The writers a tv  facu lty  
o fth e  School o f  Social Work. 
M artin  L u th e r  C h ris tia n  
University)

Protect 
children across 

cultures
Editor,
I had written a letter to 

your esteem ed daily  titled 
’Protect the Chi drcn ' which 
was published oti 29th April. 
2023, wherein 1 tad advocat­
ed that w c must respect the 
personal space* and physi­
cal boundaries o f  children, 
precisely bccausc wc do not 
know the heart and intent o f  
a man. I had staled that love 
and innoccncc cannot be a 
license to invade the spacc 
o f  another human being. I 
kid  written this ii  light o f  the 
recent controversy courted 
by the D alai Lama in his 
interaction with i  young boy. 
My contention is that even if  
the gesture was innoccnt and 
non-scxual. physical bound­
aries and spaces must be up- 
Ik  Id because we do not know 
the heart o f  3 man. 1 certainly 
do not hold the Dalai Lama 
as infallib le , nor do  I the 
Pope o f  Christianity, nor any 
man. So. w c should be on the 
safe side o f  the children first, 
rather than any man. This 
should be the precedent in 
human behaviour, especially 
in light o f  worldwide abuse 
o f  children, by family m em­
bers. by religious leaders, by 
organised pacdcphilic rings, 
by even  local prostitution 
ring as wc have witnessed 
in recent years.

H o w e v e r .  G le n n  C . 
K harkongor. through his 
le tte r  ti t led  ’C u ltu re  and

children’ (ST May 3.2023). 
has stated that he was aghast 
by the precedent that I pro-

r osed  th rough  my le tter. 
1c equated my views to a 
"kangaroo  co u rt o r a pa­

triarchal khap panchayat." 
T h is  is  not an argum en t 
but an ad homincm attack 
against this writer. Well, the 
behaviour o f  the Dalai Lama 
was condemned in the court 
o f  public op in ion , on the 
basis o f  collcctivc morality 
and deccncy. But o f  course, 
collcctivc morality and d e ­
cency is beneath the wisdom 
o f "the informed world," to 
quote Kharkongor. And what 
is patriarchal about uphold­
ing the physical boundaries 
o f children? Hie word T atri­
archy* is often used in public 
debates to refer to a  structure 
that allows men to dominate 
women. Now. I would like to 
ask Kharkongor. what does 
the debate about Patriarchy 
have to  do with my letter? 
He is simply taking the w ord 
'Patriarchy' and labelling it 
on to  this writer, and apply­
ing all the modern negative 
connotations o f  the word on 
to th is writer, which ends 
up being incoherent, i f  not 
dishonest. It is a logical fal­
lacy. Protecting the personal 
spacc o f  children should be 
a universal principle o f  any 
healthy social structure, be it 
patriarchal or otherwise.

Cut to the chase. 1 will 
only conclude that Kharkon­
go r does not sec his ow n 
in c o n sis te n cy . H e is  a p ­
pealing to 'culture' and 'tnc 
informed world' which is ait 
appeal to authority no doubt.

but w hich is not an a rgu­
ment against the precedent 
o f  respecting the spacc o f

them
Westernized’ mindsets. But 
while he is doing so. he is 
in a sense , p roposing  an 
individualistic approach, in 
that i f  it is culture specific, 
then it is not w rong, even 
i f  it is  against co llcc tivc  
m orality and decency. What 
can be more collcctivist than 
p ro tec ting  ch ild ren  cross- 
cu ltu rally?  Shall w c give  
each culture a certificate o f  
approval, for its own sake? 
W hat is truly progressive and 
collectivist is to transcend 
culture, and protect the chil­
dren cross-culturally.

Lastly. Kharkongor quot­
ed the  B ib lic a l p ro v erb , 
'spare the rod and spoil the 
c h ild ' and show ed how it

I f  C hristian countries can 
outlaw  child  beating, why 
can wc not condemn any act 
which violates the physical 
boundaries o f  children, just 
because it is specific to  East- 
cm culture o r tribal culture. 
O r is anything Christian and 
Western automatically an un­
informed and individualistic 
view, while anything Eastern 
o r  tribal is therefore to  be 
accepted in the nam e o f  be­
ing culturally informed and 
in the name o f  collectivism? 
This is akin to reverse rac­
ism. but in a cultural sense. 
M y p roposition  therefore

is - let us protect the physi­
cal boundaries and personal 
spaces o f  all human beings, 
especially th ; children. Let 
this be the precedent in hu­
man behaviour, and let this 
precedent transcend culture. 
Eastern or Western. C hris­
tian or tribal Let us. as hu­
manity. be on the safe side o f  
our children first No man is 
infallible, no- any culture.

Yours etc..
John Saitkhuid, 

Shillong

Respect all 
sections o f  

society
Editor,
Apropos o f the letter by 

Caldwell Manners. “ D ehu­
manizing language pertain­
ing to the H ankers’ situation 
in Shillong" (ST April 28, 
2023). I am appalled to sec 
tha t the w riter has given 
importance D the language 
and choice o f words used by 
the Federation o f  Shillong 
Hotels but ccmplctcly over­
looked the harassment and 
agony caused to the public 
by the unregulated capture 
o f  spacc by hawkers in the 
prime hubs of the city.

The current state o f  a f­
fairs is so atysm al that pe­
destrian s are literally  left 
with no footpaths or roads 
to walk on in the streets o f  
Laitum krah. Police Bazar, 
Motphran. etc. In some areas 
o f  the street people cannot 
even cross the road as haw k- 
c rs  have com pletely over­
taken the sarrc without even

leaving a passage. If  this is 
the plight o f  normally-abled 
citizens, it gives me goosc- 
bumps to  even imagine how 
d if fcrcn tly -ab lcd  c itizens 
like blind and lame people 
would be able to negotiate 
this traumatic state ofafl'a irs 
every single day in Shillong. 
After all, just like the hawk­
ers. they too arc our equally 
rcspcctab lc  c itiz en s , and  
w c m ust "m ake room for 
everyone in the city." a s M r 
Caldwell rightly asserted.

Regarding the criticism 
tow ards the Federation o f  
Hotels, it is an open secret 
tha t T ou rism  is now  the 
m ainstay o f  ou r econom y 
and  a lso  the  b iggest c on ­
tributor to jobcreation in our 
state. There arc  numerous 
small hotels, guest houses, 
and homcslays being run all 
around the state, which give 
entrepreneurial benefits to 
thousands o f  households all 
around only bccausc Megha­
laya is blessed with phenom­
enal natural beauty. I'hc least 
wc can be responsible for is 
to keep ou r streets, roads, 
rivers, etc.. clean and decon­
gested to avoid making it a 
deterrent for tourists to come 
to our state. And while the 
Federation openly accepted 
that they are not against the 
hawkers in any manner, all 
they wanted was to  appeal 
for a separate  "H aw kers' 
Market," which makes it a 
win-w in situation for all and 
helps the heart o f  the city 
regain its lost glory even as 
it is gasping for breath at the 
moment.

Interestingly, while some

sections in the government, 
judiciary, lawyers and intel­
lec tua ls  advoca te  for the 
r ig h ts  and  liv e lih o o d  o f  
hawkers, there is absolutely 
no one  ta lk ing  abou t the 
misery o f  the shopkeepers 
who pay high rent, taxes, 
d o n a tio n s, take  licenses, 
prov idc employment versus 
llicii sclf-im|H>>cd ne igh­
bours who arc not only Irec 
from all such compliances 
but som etim es a lso  reluc­
tant to even spare a straight 
passage for the shops to  let 
their customers walk in. The 
o u te r area  o f  th e ir  shops 
is  c o m p le te ly  ran saek ed  
a nd  held lo  ran som , but 
they com prom ise with the 
hawkers each and every day 
just to maintain a peaceful 
atm osphere to run their busi­
nesses. Hcncc. when we talk 
about respectful room for 
all sections o f  society, wc 
should see the bigger picture, 
work in the larger interest o f  
the common public, and not 
be paranoid about the inter­
ests o f  a particular section. 
On the basis o f  these points I 
urge upon the Government to 
swiftly implement the C en­
tral act on the said subjcct 
w ith reference to High Court 
order o f  2022.

Yours etc.. 
Name withheld on request 

Via email
Articles and letters ap ­

pearing on th is page are 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

Sharad Pavvar’s planned resignation 
aimed at dissenters in NCP

The M aratha strongman  
has em erged stronger to 

keep MVA united
By Tirthankar Mitra

All his life. Sharad Gov- 
indrao Pawar has been his 
own man. 3c  it walking out 
o f  Congress when defying 
Gandhi family w as consid­
ered to be political suicide 
o r coming out in support o f  
top notch industrialist Gau- 
tam  Adani recently thereby 
m nning th; risk o f  fractur­
ing anti-BJP a lliance , the 
Maratha strongman has been 
known for his out o f  the box

supremo Bal Thackeray and 
Sonia Gandhi too.

P aw ar has used  it e f ­
fec tive ly  to  d ive rt a tte n ­
tion from NCP's intra-party 
squabbles. T he resignation 
w as a im ed  to  sco tch  the  
rum our that NCP is head­
ing for a split. Paw ar has 
pu t in  p lace  h is nephew  
Ajit Pawar who nutscs the 
am bition o f  being the ch icf 
minister o r a t least the NCP

“His resignation has put the entire ipiantum o f  
support end sympathy o f  NCP activists in Pa war's 

kitty. A dissident who defects from NCP now or 
tries to upstage Pawar will consign himself to 

political wilderness and get the /tarty supporters' 
wrath as a bonus thanks to the emotional button 
the NCP chief has pressed. Pawar hits thrown 

dow<t the gauntlet to likely challengers. ”

decisions.
T h e  d e cis ion  o f  s te p ­

ping dowri as the c h ic f o f  
Nationalisi Congress Party 
(N C P) is in keeping with 
Pawar’s past actions which 
for good or bad have kept 
him in the limelight. Amidst

chicf. How was the jun ior 
Paw ar to  know  that a fte r  
having accepted his uncle's 
resignation, he (Ajit) would 
end up a s just one o f  the 15 
committee members tasked 
with finding out his uncle's 
succcssor?

wails o f  his party activists to 
reconsider his decision, the 
man from Baraniati has let it 
be know n tfiat his decision to 
step down as the head hon­
cho o f  the outfit he founded 
is not yet f nal.

This is what makes Pawar 
th e  sh rew d est p o lit ic ian  
around. He has not closed 
the door o ’ the passageway 
leading to  the chair o f  the 
N C P ch ief a nd  em barked  
into a journey to political 
sunset. T1k  door has been 
kept ajar. Pawar can take the

His resignation has put 
the entire quantum o f  sup­
port and sympathy o f  NCP 
activists in Pawar's kitty. A 
dissident who defects from 
NCP now o r tries to  upstage 
Paw ar will consign himself 
to  political wilderness and 
get the party  suppo rte rs ' 
wrath a s a bonus thanks to 
the  em otional bu tton  the 
N C P c h ic f  h a s  p resse d . 
Paw ar has thrown down the 
gauntlet to  likely challeng­
ers. But they are loath to 
pick it up.

“On the surface. Pawar awards 
him self with the status o f  NCP's 

chairman emeritus. Together with it. 
he remains a  rare leader who does not 

care to  cling to the leadership o f  a  political 
outfit he has founded.Thereby, Pawar assigns 

more elbow  room fo r  himself. ”

scat in N CPthat is rightfully 
h is  a t any m om ent. N ow  
his decision keeps his allies 
and opponents guessing. It 
is w orthwhile to  look into 
the reasons which prompted 
Paw ar's decision sending 
NCP in a tizzy.

A group o f  NCP leaders 
reportedly in touch with the 
BJP are targeted by Pawar’s 
decision to resign. He seeks 
to  s in g le  ou t those  w ho 
would raise even the feeblest 
voiccs o f  protest to his resig­
nation decision. After all. the 
last thing these persons will 
wish for is Pawar's continu­
ance a s th; NCP supremo. 
Small wonder, they will not 
be among die lead singers in 
the chorus *sking him to slay 
back in his post.

Sharad Paw ar's nephew 
A jit Pawar's nam e figures 
high in the list o f  those sus­
pected to be in touch with the 
saffron camp. There are oth­
ers too w ith hint and were re­
ported to b ; chalking out the 
outlines o fa  bloodless coup 
following which it would be 
Ajit Pawar who would be in 
N CP's driver's scat.

Resignation is a tried and 
tested instrument that politi­
c ian s. e specially  ve teran  
leaders use a t the tim e o f  
rebellion in the party ranks. 
One recalls sim ilar efforts 
by  Janata  D al leade r and 
Karnataka chief minister Ra- 
makrishna I Icgdc, Shiv Sena

Thus Pawar’s  resignation 
retains for him the a ttribute 
which friend o r foe will nev­
e r find wanting in him. He 
remains a game changer.

On the  surface . Paw ar 
aw a rd s  h im s e lf  w ith  the
:;latur. o f  N C P 's chairm an
emeritus. Together with it. 
he rem ains a  rare  leader 
who does not care to cling to 
the leadership o f  a political 
outfit he has founded.

Thereby. Paw ar assigns 
more elbow room for him­
self. Moreover, he envelops 
h im s e lf  in  a ha lo  w hich 
would give him greater grav- 
itas in negotiating with non- 
BJP parties before next year’s 
Lok Sabha polls . Paw ar's 
resig n atio n  e lev a tes  him 
from the position and status 
o fa  one party supremo. He is 
placed in the unique position 
o f  a statesman.lt remains to 
be seen whether Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA), the Opposi­
tion alliance which Paw ar 
has cobbled  toge ther can 
weather the churning within 
the NCP. His challenge now 
will be to convince his fol­
lowers to stay the course.

The out o f  the blue an ­
n o u n c em e n t o f  P a w a r 's  
stepping down camc at the 
rclcasco f his autobiography 
"Lok Majc Sangati" (People 
arc m y friend). In sum , his 
decision has ensured that he 
remains a man o f  the people. 
(IPA Seri'ice)
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What kind of leaders do 
District Councils need?

M anipur in flames
IT takes only a small spark to create a bonfire in 
states where inter-tribal rivalries arc embedded in 
their histories. What happened since May 3, last 
was impregnated for several months if  not yeans. 
There are certain intrinsic geographical and histori­
cal anomalies that arc seemingly too late to correct. 
The Imphal valley where 67% o f the population 
resides, mainly the Meitci people who make up 
53% o f the population is an oval shaped valley 
measuring approximately 2238 sq km in a total 
land area o f  22.347 sq km. This means that 67 % . 
percent o f people live in 10 %  o f the geographical 
area o f Manipur whereas 90% is the hilly region 
where the tribals comprising Nagas, Kuki- Zomi 
people have lived for centuries. The Meiteis ad­
opted the Vaishnavism fonn o f Hinduism in the 
18th century. It is for this reason that the Meiteis 
are not consicercd Scheduled Tribes despite being 
o f Tibcto-Burman origin like the other tribes oc­
cupying Manipur.

In March (his year the single bench o f the Ma­
nipur High Court acting on a petition for including 
Meiteis in the list of Scheduled Tribes directed the 
State Government to begin the process and write to 
the relevant authorities so the matter can be taken 
up by the Union Government and passed by Par­
liament. Thiswas what inccnscd the tribals whose 
grouse is that all development has happened in the 
Imphal valley: all institutions o f higher learning 
including the Manipur University, the Regional 
Institute o f Medical Science (RIMS) and the Cen­
tral Agricultural University are in Imphal Valley 
thereby providing more acccss to higher education 
to the Meiteis.

Another trigger point is the attempt by the State 
Government lo identify what it calls the illegal im­
migrants whoare basically o f Kuki-Chin origin and 
who have close ethnic ties with the Kukis residing 
in Churachandpur area. On May 2, Manipur Chief 
Minister Biren Singh also announced that the Inner 
Line Permits to Manipur would now include the 
face rccognitian system since the number o f illegal 
immigrants has gone up and about 410 Myanmar 
nationals without valid documents were in jail. 
This did not go down well with the Kukis as their 
ethnic brethren were being considered refugees. 
What has irked the Kuki people however is that 
the Government has surveyed the forest areas 
which are inherently owned by the tribals. with 
the intent o f  converting them to reserved forests 
without any process o f consultation. Also the 
Manipur Government intends to expand the area 
under marijuana cultivation as the Government is 
in the process o f legalising it tor use in medicinal 
and industrial purposes. Government is also aware 
that large hectares arc under poppy cultivation, the 
raw material for opium and intends to put an end to 
this. Many drug lords would be affected if that hap­
pens so this is also at the root o f the conflict. How 
the conflagration started is bccausc o f a solidarity 
march by tribal students* bodies in the hill districts. 
The violence started when some miscreants burnt 
a portion o f the Anglo-Kuki War Memorial gate at 
Churachandpjr. The tension persists with no sign 
o f any peace committees coming forward to douse 
the fires o f hatred.

Election in (he state is not 
over yet. With the comple­
tion o f  one. another is under 
p  roc css. Many arc still under 
election hangover especially 
those in rural arcas. For them, 
election is a moment o f  joy 
and cxcitcm cnt and this is 
openly exposed by the people 
themselves during election­
eering. On one hand, friends 
and elose aides o f  the pro­
spective candidates arc work­
ing all out to ensure victory 
to their respective candidates 
so that they may a lso benefit 
from the winner.

But here again wc encoun­
ter a crisis and lack o f  quality 
leaders and leadership. The 
cry for leadership is not only 
a global concent but a local 
conccm  as w ell. The need 
for responsib le  and moral

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

act local' has no meaning at 
all in this materialistic world. 
Everyone wants to  be rec­
ognized as leaders bccausc 
fo llo w ers  these  d a y s can  
easily be bought, but what is 
wrong to be a follower i f  one 
has the quality and traits o f  a 
great leader? The sad thing 
today is that we have too 
many self-proclaimed leaders 
w hose mentality is that o f  a 
follower.

Very soon vve will have the 
M DC, M Pancbyc-clcctions. 
Political a sp  rants too  arc  
gearing themselves up to find 
a placc in the political arena 
by lobbying with key persons 
o f  every political party. VPP 
is now gearing to take control

with the democratic practice 
and which renders the wise 
judgem ent o f  the screening 
procedure meaningless. Such 
indccisivcncss will eventu­
ally reflect and indicate the 
type o f  leadership and stew­
ardship the party has.

With regards to the im ­
portance and specia lity  o f  
identity as indi viduals and as 
a community, the existence o f  
District Councils a s a consti­
tutional body has provided as 
the space and opportunity to 
feci proud and unique. And 
let me make it clear here that 
our identity as a community 
is  not defined by blood bc­
causc every person on earth 
shares the sam e variety o f

failed MLA candidates and a 
springboard for those aspiring 
to be one. The MDCs have 
failed to deliver what needs 
to be done as legislators o f  
the council. For instance, our 
scheduled  areas a re  under 
frequent encroachm ent and 
abuse. l.and holding system 
is d isp ropo rtiona te : m any 
still languish in landlcssncss. 
Border dispute is not an act 
o f  the two state governments 
only. There has been a long 
h is to ry  o f  encroach m en ts  
becausc o f  the involvement 
o f  residents from both sides o f  
the border. And in the absence 
o f  a legislation on land man­
agement and disposal system 
at the District Council level, 
traditional heads o r  Chiefs 
can arbitrarily dispose o f  or 
lease any strctch o f  land to
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leadership is indispensable 
today than ever before. To 
understand more about this 
top ic  let us look a t som e 
o f  the research work done 
specifically on this issue post 
pandemic.

American author, colum ­
nist and  businessm an Dov 
Scidman says "The combina­
tion o f  the corona virus pan­
demic and the wave o f  global 
protests against systemic rac­
ism have illuminated the deep 
need for moral leadership in 
our world today." Based on 
the survey conducted. 86% o f 
the respondents that included 
execu tives , m anagers and 
employees from various in­
dustries. cited moral leader­
ship a s  an important business 
need. Scidman listed three 
essential characteristics o f  
moral leadership. 1. E m o­
tional Intelligence. 2. Integ­
rity and 3. Driven by values. 
The same thing applies in our 
situation here in the country, 
the state and district level too. 
Wc cannot ignore the fact 
that we need to integrate and 
follow the pattern o f  the 21st 
century. But this too seems to 
be under constant challenge 
due to the conflict o f  interests 
and self-aggrandizement.

The paradox 'think global.

o f  the KH ADC. Considering 
the kind o f  wave that went 
in favour o f  VPP in the last 
MLA election these political 
aspirants w ill definitely ap­
proach and knock at VPP’s 
do o r to  seek th e ir  favour 
and b lessings irrespective  
o f  whether they understand 
the  party  ideology o r not. 
Som e have  even decla red  
themselves on various social 
groups as MIX’ candidate  
front the party VPP. another 
one as MP candidate. Without 
the pa rty ’s know ledge and 
consent how could they make 
such claims. This shows that 
right front th< start o f  their 
journey in politics they seem 
to be cynical in nature.

Suppose, the V PP did not 
fare well in the last Assembly 
e lec tion , will anyone dare 
to  make such declarations? 
This is the reason why 1 say 
they have no ideo logy  o r 
principles. 0 « the contrary, 
the party Icatkrship too has 
made it clear through social 
media that in case the num­
ber o f  applicants a rc  more, 
the party will have no other 
alternative except by cast­
ing lots or a kicky draw for 
allotm ent o f  party  tickets. 
This in fact is a strange ap ­
proach that d o ts not conform

b lood  groups. T h ere fo re , 
our identity is defined by the 
un iqueness o f  ou r culture  
and tradition. For instance, 
the m atrilincal sy stem  o f  
lineage and the consanguinity 
o f  marriage that people have 
maintained and followed till 
these days. Besides, there 
arc  o the r custom s and tra­
ditional practices associated 
with the community such as 
land, forest, inheritance etc.. 
as specified under the Sixth 
Schedule o f  the Constitution 
where proper codification or 
legislations arc required in 
order to bring uniformity and 
equality.

Unfortunately such a thing 
has not happened so far due 
to  differences o f  opinions 
politically between the ADCs 
and the state government.

District Councils arc sup­
posed to be the guardian o f  
these traditions and custom. 
Its m andates is to  enact 
laws with regards to  all the 
subjects listed in the Sixth 
Schedule relating to the cus­
tom s and usages practiced 
by the com m unity. U nfor­
tunately this has not fully 
happened. Instead w c have 
seen many a tintc that District 
Councils have been used as 
tem porary asylum s for the

anyone. This is the root causc 
that aggravates the conten­
tious border issue.

Therefore, a s  far as elec­
tion o f  members to this statu­
tory body is conccrncd. it is 
advisable for the clcctoratcs 
to consider all these essential 
obligations carefully and to 
set some basic qualifications 
o r criteria for the candidates 
who wish to  contcst the MDC 
ckctions. And these qualifica­
tions should be on the basis o f  
maturity o f  age: well informed 
about issues and persons with 
a deep understanding about
the foundation:: o f  custom  
and  trad itions. T he reason 
why I say so is becausc most 
o f  the youngsters today do 
not understand o r have any 
knowledge about their lcgacy. 
They arc driven by emotions 
and  lack  o f  o p p o rtu n itie s  
in other spheres. Hence ac­
quiring and gaining political 
mileage is their prime objec­
tive. By setting down some 
criteria for giving tickets to 
candidates it w ill curb  the 
d ra inage  o f  public  w ealth  
and assets. It will also help 
prevent this valuable institu­
tion from being  politicized 
and misused by those with 
ulterior motives. Failing this 
our valuable lcgacy and tradi­
tion will be in jeopardy.

Call for peace
Editor.
livery day since May 3. 

wc have been (tearing the 
news o f  viol cnee in Manipur 
but there are no pcacc com­
mittee's that have conic out 
to douse the fires and to have 
inter-community dialogues. 
This is indeed v:ry unfortu­
nate. ITtcre arc many reasons 
for the violence in Manipur, 
not least o f  which is  the 
dictatorial attitude o f  Chief 
M inister Bircn Singh in try­
ing lo  bring forests which 
have been unde* tribals and 
tu rn ing  them to reserved  
forests without any consul­
tation. Ihe fact that the 6th 
Schedule o f  the Constitution 
is not operative in Manipur 
leaves the A utorontous Dis­
trict Councils with very little 
pow ers and an ex tension  
o f  the State G overnm ent. 
A lso Bircn Singh’s propen­
sity  to  te rm  the* K uki-Zo 
people  now  she lte ring  in 
Churachadpurarca as illegal 
immigrants is net acceptable 
as they have kinship lies with 
the Kukis in \fanipur. The 
sam e  refugees w ho have 
fled Myanmar after the junta 
took over arc  treated very 
humanely in Mizoram. Is ii 
because those refugees arc 
not Meiteis?

The M citci .c rsu s trib ­
a l conflicts arc em bedded 
in  the politics of Manipur. 
Ironically the Meiteis arc a 
m ajority  in the A ssem bly 
and Govemmcn! hence their

writ runs while the tribals are 
alienated from  the system. 
Now tha t e v en  the K uki 
underground  groups have 
pulled out o f  the suspension 
o f  operations agreement with 
Government o f  India things 
don’t look good for Manipur. 
Several houses o f  tribals in 
the Imphal valley have gone 
up in flumes and even being 
looted. Also what is shocking 
is how the mob w ere able to 
enter the policc armoury and 
take away the INS AS rifles 
which they brandished and 
which w ere circulating on 
social media. All this shows 
that the* Manipur Policc had 
completely lost control o f  the 
situation. But for the central 
government to impose Sec­
tion 355 is unprecedented 
although the  U nion Home 
Ministry has denied this.

The M eiteis want Sched­
ule Tribe status because they 
can then buy land in the hills. 
Is the re  no b e tte r  w ay to 
make land available for peo­
ple o f  the same state than to 
look for a tribal status when 
the Mcitci way o f  life is all 
but tribal and if  Hindus can 
claim tribal rights then what 
happens to  tribals? They will 
be further marginalised. All 
these issues require sensitive 
handling e lse they can go 
out o f  control. Having lived 
in Imphal for several years 1 
should know w hat I am  talk­
ing about.

Yours ctc..
II Nongrum.

Via email

M odernity
over-sexualised

Editor
I r e a d  w ith  in te r e s t ,  

the  in te rch a n g e  be tw een  
John Saitkhuid and Glenn 
Kharkongor. on the reccnt 
’’scandal" regarding the video 
o f  HI I, the Dalai Lama, ask­
ing a young boy to "suck his 
tongue." It seems to me that 
Mr. Saitkhuid 's argum ents 
(while they may sound intel­
lectual and sophisticated)are 
alm ost en tire ly  tangential 
to  the main points made by 
Mr. Kharkongor •• that there 
was a  huge cultural misun­
derstanding o f  the Tibetan 
phrase, *‘chc le sa" (cat my 
tongue) and o f  the meaning 
o f  sticking out one's tongue 
as a  mark o f  respect in the Ti­
betan culture. An additional 
point (relevant to this issue) 
is the fact that His Holiness 
struggles w ith the English 
Language. So lie mistakenly 
used "suck" instead o f  "cat.”

This is not to say children 
sh o u ld  not be  p ro tec te d . 
H ow ever, c h ild ren , m ore 
than anyone else, understand 
the difference between clean 
affectionate physical touches 
and those that a re  violent. 
The ch ild  in question  has 
not complained. Nor has his 
mother.

Mr. Saitkhuid is clear, he 
docs not hold the Dalai Lama 
or the Pope a s  in fallib le , 
‘litis attitude, it seems to me. 
denies the divine potential in 
human nature. It denies what

great rcligioustraditionshavc 
always asserted -- that infal­
libility is, in f<ct, the essence 
o f  human nature. Every one 
o f  us has this same shining 
potential in us.

I find this whole attitude 
distasteful bccausc it reeks 
o f  cynicism, sclf-projcction, 
and  blind arrogance. M o­
dern ity  is ov;r-.icxualixcd. 
D row ning  in sou l-scaring  
cyn ic ism  anJ h u b r is , the 
modern mind projects itself 
o n  to  th e  w orld , se ek in g  
to  s e x u a li/.e  e v e ry th in g , 
ta rnishing those who have 
c o n q u e re d  the p a ss io n s . 
W hat is wrong with adm ir­
ing grea t p e 'so n a g es  like  
11H the Dalai Lam a o r  Pope 
Francis? Should w c not ad­
mire anybody who is  greater 
than ourselves? W hy seek to 
d rag  them do.vn? His H oli­
ness is a sh iling  exam ple  
o f  the v irtue o f  chastity  so 
rare any longer. Why drag 
him  dow n? In fact, nothing 
could be more w ounding to 
a monk than to  m align h is 
chastity.

I adm ire His H oliness all 
the  m ore  for apolog izing , 
instead o f  defending himself 
against this salacious accusa­
tion. My sympathies arc en­
tirely with the Tibetan people 
who have risen in righteous 
ind ig n a tio n  and w rathfu l 
protest against this attempt to 
defame their spiritual leader, 
a saint who i luntincs these 
miserable times.

Yours etc..
D tq u  Majumddi,

Via entail

Consultation  
on Police Bazar 

required
Editor,
1 would like to appreciate 

the m ove o f  the Government 
o f  M eghalaya to dccongcst 
Policc B azar and relocate
the -street vendors. On behalf
o f  the Policc B a/ar Welfare 
Socicty, 1 wclcomc the ini­
tiative taken by the G overn­
ment.

However, as far as making 
Police Bazar a pedestrianised 
zone is conccrncd wc would 
request the authorities to take 
into confidcncc the residents 
and  com m ercial estab lish­
ments o f  the area and listen 
to our grievances, and not to 
take any decision unilaterally 
so  that wc arc not deprived o f  
our civil rights.

Yours etc..
SL Singhania.

President. Policc B a/ar 
Welfare Socicty

Food  
adu lteration  a 
huge concern

Editor
The illega l p rac tice  o f  

adultera tion o f  food item s 
is  increasing  at an a larm ­
in g  ra te  in the c ity . T his 
adulteration o f  food items is 
affecting people’s health. De­
spite being aware o f  the fact, 
the a u th o ritie s  c oncc rncd
uic  allow ini; liade*i> to sell
such adulterated food items.

A dulteration, especially  o f  
food and  ntilk a rc  serious 
crim es as they directly aflcct 
people’s health and they have 
to spend large sums o f  money 
on treatment.

It is difficult to find a sec­
tor o f  the food industry which 
is free o f  adulteration. From 
raw  vegetables and fruits to 
milk and milk products to fish, 
meat and processed food-every 
food item is contam inated. 
Every day one reads in the 
newspapers reports on food 
adulteration.Carbide, formalin, 
textile colours, artificial sweet­
eners. DDT. urea ctc. are used 
ram pantly for this purpose. 
11k  government should make 
laws against this poisoning o f 
human food and ensure that the 
law is enforced. This iithtunan 
practice has to stop immedi­
ately. Food inspectors have to 
go around and do a test check 
o f  the food products on sale 
in the city and beyond. This 
too is part o f  the hcalthcarc 
system. Wc hope that the fish 
com ing to M eghalaya from 
A ndhra Pradesh  a rc  being  
tested for formalin and that 
it docs not become just a one 
o ff  hue and cry. Are wc sure 
now that the fish coming wc 
cat is free from formalin? 1 
have my doubts.

Yours ctc..
Pinaki Nandy.

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f  the writers.' 
au tho rs and not tha t o f
The Shillong rimes

Bob’s Banter

Learning English 
Through Books..!

By Robert Clements
“ Sir.” said the man to me 

over the phone. “I am  not 
getting a  good job , bccausc I 
want to sp<ak in English but 
ant not abfc to. what should 
1 do?”

" R c ad r  I told him . “ Read 
as many books as possible 
and those books will teach 
you how to express yourself, 
and talk better than any gram­
m ar and composition book 
can ever do for you!”

"Is that how you learned 
English sir?"

■’Yes!”  I said, “and what 
a beautiful jo u rney  it has 
been!"

And my mind goes back 
to  all those wonderful pages 
that opened them selves to 
me: My ch Idhood was spent 
in  innum erable escapades, 
getting lost in caves with Tom 
Saw yer, solving m ysteries 
with the  Five Find-O uicrs 
and  their dog, and hunting 
mancatcrs with Jim Corbett. 
O h, w hat i  glorious time I 
had. some imcs even going 
‘twenty thcusand leagues un­
der the sea1 with Jules Vente 
o r hearing the Hound o f  the 
Baskcrvillcs, howl over the 
English m arshes, w ith my 
hair standing on  end along 
with Shcrlock Holmes!

All tltcs: adventures were 
m ine, w itto u t spend ing  a 
single pic, as I entered the 
cover o f  one book o r another, 
that my mom or dad brought 
ntc from  various libraries 
they bccamc members of. and 
later whicli I also became a 
member of.

O h the w orld o f  books, 
that kept n c  propped up in 
some different com er o f  my

his next articlc o r story or 
play or plot. But. on those 
delightfully glorious occa­
sions I find 1 have that odd 
hour o r two. I pull out a huge 
volume o f  short stories by 
Roald Dahl, and lose myself 
in his world o f  fantasy, and 
unexpected story endings.

I was pleasantly surprised 
that Dahl is a lso a favourite 
author o f  British Prime Min­
ister Rishi Sunak!

W hat a specia l day  it 
w as for a ll o f  u s he re  in 
India when a country that 
prided itself in being white 
ou tside  and  w hite  in side  
too, dccidcd to have a man 
o f  Ind ian  o rig in  a s the ir 
Prime Minister. Something 
that would have made the 
likes o f  W inston Churchill 
and Queen Victoria turn in 
their respective* graves. But 
as they voted him in. it was 
not the colour o f  his skin the* 
Tories saw but his rhctoric. 
his skill in oratory and his 
brilliant language!

That skill won Rishi the 
impossible!

That skill can do the same 
for anyone o f  us! And to a 
very great extent the com ­
mand over language docs 
not comc from learning the 
dictionary by heart but comes 
from a passion for reading!

T he best tex tbooks on 
gramm ar arc not the Wren 
and  M artin wc studied in 
school, but the billions o f  
books w ritten so painstak­
ingly by authors over ccn- 
turics.

Read and Icam!
Many o f  us think that by 

learning a new word a day or

What a special day i t  was fo r a ll o f us 
here in India when a country that prided  
itse lf in being white outside and white 
inside too, decided to have a man of 
Indian origin as their Prime Minister. 
Something that would have made the 
likes o f Winston Churchill and Queen 

Victoria turn in their respective graves. 
B ut as they voted him in, it  was n o t the 
colour o f his skin the Tories saw but his 

rhetoric, his sk ill In oratory and his 
brillian t language!

home o r perchcd on a win­
dow sill, and without a ’do 
not disturb' board around, me 
everyone kept away from ntc 
as I disappeared often from 
one nteal time to another into 
the im aginary fan tasies o f  
some wonderful author.

Never a dull moment for 
me, as holiday mornings saw 
innum erable au tho rs c a ll­
ing out to me from within 
the  confines o f  the ir  very 
dcscrip tiv ; o r  picturcsquc 
covcrs. shouting. "Bob. you 
want to be  kidnapped today? 
And I vvoild grin at Robert 
Louis Stevenson as he* took 
ntc in to  the realm s o f  his 
book, "Kidnapped!"

It was a happy world, and 
a joyous cne. certainly not 
cscapism!

N o. I was not running  
aw ay, bccausc w hen I re­
turned to the vvetrld o f  flesh 
and blood it seemed the very 
ones w ho I’d spent sonic 
hours before* were there spin- 
ning tops ;*r flying kites or 
even playir.gcrickct with me, 
bccausc gcod authors, make 
their characters so real, that 
later when you meet those 
in flesh and blood it’s as if  
you’ve met them before in 
some talc in the hardbound 
covcrs o f  a book!

That for me w as fiction!
And those books helped, 

bccausc a» my classm atcs 
o f te n  s tru g g le d  th ro u g h  
gramm ar and adjcctivcs and 
adverbs I found the stories 
I ’d  read had autom atically 
got ntc used to w riting and 
speaking right and this was 
an additional bonus in my 
travels into a world, authors 
laid out a n j kept their doors 
open for me.

A nd then w ith  all tha t 
reading, what better than to 
one day dccide that I would 
continue my life’s journey by 
becoming a writer. But that's 
another story, this is about 
reading, learning and yes. 
leading toe!

A w riter rarely has free
time, not becausc he’s always
writing, bu that he 's thinking

by keeping a  lex icon as our 
study book, we can master 
the English language. The 
sim ple fac t is. that i f  the 
word needs a dictionary to 
be understood then that w ord 
is not one that is commonly 
used, and instead o f  help­
ing us master the language* 
may com c  in the  way o f  
com m unicating  with o th ­
ers. You d o n 't  w ant your 
friends or audience glancing 
at a dictionary to find out the 
meaning o f  what you speak, 
do you?

They w on 't and you will 
remain the most misunder­
stood person that lived.

But the* dic tionary  you 
need to use arc books!

Read, and speak better!
In  th e  W r i t e r 's  a n d  

Speaker's coursc 1 conduct, 
I tell my class month after
month, lo pick bestsellers,
and instead o f  reading just 
con tcn t, to  a lso  carefu lly  
read a page* and then the next 
page, studying the style in 
whicli tIk  author has com ­
m unicated. Very soon the 
reader will be able to do the 
same.

Not gramm ar books, nor 
d ic tio n a rie s , bu t nove ls , 
short storic*s and articles.

You w ant to  bccom c a 
thinker whose thoughts will 
be much sought after, read, 
absorbing cach word. You 
w ant to  bccom c  a w orld 
leader whose language will 
convince* and whose voicc 
will command, read!

My childhood, a s I men­
tioned. was spent getting lost 
in eaves with Tom Sawyer, 
solving m ysteries with Enid 
Blyton's. Five Find-Outcrs 
and Dog. hunting man caters 
with Jim  Corbett.

They were m y only text­
books and could be the same 
for you too..!

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. For 
more details send a thumbs- 
up to  him  on  W hatsA pp

bobsbanteKajimail. com
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How British imperial history shaped 
Charles Ill’s coronation ceremony

(Above) K ing G eorge V in d  Q ueen  M arv  in  India  in 1911. (L eft) T he 
K ohinoor d iam ond, seen here in Ihe  c row n m ade for Q ueen  E lizabeth 

Ihe  Q ueen M othe r and s ilting  a to p  h e r  coftin . did no t a p p ea r  
in  the corona tion  cerem ony.

By Sean l.ang

T h e  c o ro n a t io n  c e r e m o n y  o f  C h a r le s  I I I  r e ­
f le c ts  ho w  m o n a rc h y  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  s in c e  
S a x o n  t im e s , b u t  it s t i l l  c a r r i c s  m a n y  v e s ­

t ig e s  o f  B r i ta in 's  im p e r ia l  p a s t .
In  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu r y ,  th e  ro y a l  t i t l e  c h a n g e d  

f ro m  " K in g  o f  E n g la n d "  to  " K in g  o f  th e  U n ite d  
K in g d o m " , a s  s u c c e s s iv e  A c ts  o f  U n io n  jo in e d  
E n g la n d .  S c o tla n d  a n d  I re la n d  in to  o n e  p o l i t ic a l  
u n i t .  H o w e v e r, th e  b ig g e s t  c h a n g e  in  th e  ro y a l 
t i t l e  c a m e  in  1 8 7 6 . w h e n  th e  R o y a l T i t l e s  A ct 
m a d e  Q u e e n  V ic to ria  E m p re s s  o f  In d ia .  T h is  g a v e  
h e r  a u th o r i ty  ev en  o v e r  th o s e  a re a s  o f  I n d ia  w h ic h  
w e r e  n o t  fo rm a lly  s u b je c t  to  B r i t i s h  r u le .

T o  g iv e  th i s  c h a n g e  o f  t i t l e  a fo rm a l a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t in  I n d ia ,  he  B r i t i s h  a u th o r i t ie s  s ta g e d  w h a t 
b e c a m e  th e  f i r s t  o f  th r e e  d u r b a r s  - c e r e m o n ia l  
e v e n ts  h e ld  in  th e  B r i t i s h  R aj to  f o rm a l ly  p r o ­
c la im  th e  im p e r ia l  t i t l e .

Q u e e n  V ic to r i a 's  w a s  h e ld  in  1 8 7 7 , th e  y e a r  
f o l lo w in g  th e  i c t ,  b u t  E d w a rd  V l l 's  a n d  G e o r g e  
V s  w e re  h e ld  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e i r  c o r o n a ­
t io n s .

T h e  v ic c r o y  o f  In d ia  in  1 8 7 7 . L o r d  L y tto n . 
c o n c o c te d  th e  o r ig in a l  d u r b a r  f ro m  a m ix tu re  o f  
P e r s ia n .  M u g h a l a n d  E n g lis h  c e r e m o n ia l  t r a d i ­
t io n s .  a s  a fo rm a l p ro c la m a t io n  o f  th e  q u e e n 's  
t i t l e .

W h e n  h e r  son b e c a m e  E d w a rd  V II in  1 9 0 1 . a 
b ig g e r  d u r b a r  w as  o r g a n is e d  to  p r o c la im  h is  im ­
p e r ia l  t i t l e  - a l th o u g h ,  l ik e  h is  m o th e r ,  E d w a rd  
r e m a in e d  in  L o n d o n .

In 1911 , G e o rg e  V a n d  Q u ee n  M a ry  t r a v e l le d  to  
In d ia  fo r  an  e la b o r a t e ly  s ta g e d  c o ro n a t io n  d u rb a r ,  
w h e r e  th e y  w o u ld  ta k e  c e n t r e  s ta g e .  T h is  r a is e d  
t r ic k y  q u e s t io n s  o f  p r o to c o l .

G e o r g e ’s  c o r o n a t io n  in  W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y  
in v e s te d  h im  w ith  a l l  h is  im p e r ia l  t i t l e s ,  s o  w h at

w o u ld  be  th e  im p a c t  o f  b e in g  " c ro w n e d ” in  I n d ia ?  
W o u ld  it  m e an  th a t  h is  s u c c e s s o r s  w o u ld  no t b e  
e m p e r o r s  u n le s s  th e y  h e ld  a  d u rb a r?  A nd w h a t 
d id  it  m e a n  f o r  h is  p r e d e c e s s o r s  v h o  h a d  n o t 
a t te n d e d  th e i r s ?  T h e  c ro w n  o f  E n g h n d  w a s  n o t 
a l lo w e d  to  le a v e  th e  c o u n t ry ,  so  a  sp e c ia l  c ro w n  
w a s  c o n s t r u c te d  fo r  G e o rg e  V to  w e a r  in  I n d ia ,  
w h i le  Q u e e n  M a ry  w o re  h e r  " b e s t  j ia d e m "  - a 
h e a v i ly  o r n a m e n te d  h e a d b a n d . T h e y  sa t s w e a tin g  
u n d e r  th e  D e lh i su n  in th e i r  h e a v y  c o ro n a t io n  
r o b e s ,  f u r s  a n d  a l l .

In th e  e n d . th e  D e lh i d u r b a r  c o n s is te d  o f  In d ia n  
p r in c e s  p a y in g  h o m a g e  to  th e  k in g - e m p e r o r  in  a 
c e re m o n y  th a t  o w e d  a s  m u c h  to  E u ro p e a n  f e u d a l ­
ism  a s  i t  d id  to  In d ia n  tr a d i t io n .  P l a n t  f o r  G e o rg e  
V I to  h a v e  an  In d ia n  d u r b a r  w e re  p o s tp o n e d  in  
th e  p o s t - a b d ic a t io n  s e n s e  o f  g e n e r a l  e x h a u s t io n ,  
a n d  a b a n d o n e d  a s  w a r  lo o m e d .

C O RO N ATIO N  AND THE 
C O M M O N W EALTH

T h e  1931 S t a tu t e  o f  W e s tm in s te r  f o rm a l i s e d  
th e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  s o m e  f o r m e r  c o l o n i c s  in to  
s e lf - g o v e r n i n g  d o m in io n s  w i th in  a B r i t i s h  c o m ­
m o n w e a l th .  B o th  G e o r g e  V I a n d  E l iz a b e th  II  
w e re  c ro w n e d  a s  m o n a rc h s  o v e r  the  U K  a n d  o f  
t e r r i t o r i e s  o v e rs e a s .

T h e  c o r o n a t io n  o a th ,  a le g a l  r e q u ir e m e n t  d a t ­
in g  b a c k  to  th e  C o r o n a t io n  O a th  A ct o f  1 6 8 8 , 
h a s  b e e n  a m e n d e d  on  v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s ,  ta k in g  
a c c o u n t  o f  f o rm e r  c o lo n ic s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e c o m e  
r e p u b l i c s .

T h e  o a t h  C h a r l e s  I I I  w i l l  t a k e  h a s  b e e n  
a m e n d e d  s l i g h t ly  to  c o v c r  h is  d u t ie s  to  h is  o th e r  
k in g d o m s  b y  a g re e m e n t  w ith  th e i r  g o v e rn m e n ts .  
E v en  s o . fo r  th e  k in g  o f  C a n a d a  to  be c ro w n e d  in  
L o n d o n  is  a r e m in d e r  th a t  th e  m o d e rn  m o n a rc h 's  
t i t l e  s t i l l  r e f le c ts  th e  o ld  e m p ir e .

E L E M E N T S  O F  E M P I R E

E v e n  th e  m e d ie v a l  r o o ts  o f  th e  c o r o n a t io n  
h a v e  e le m e n ts  o f  e m p ir e  b u i l t  in to  th e m . T h e  
S to n e  o f  S c o n e , w h ic h  w il l  b e  p la c e d  b e n e a th  th e  
c o ro n a t io n  c h a i r ,  w as  r e m o v e d  f ro m  S c o tla n d  by  
E d w a rd  I a s  a sy m b o l o f  S c o t la n d 's  s u b ju g a t io n  
to  E n g la n d . S c o t t i s h  n a t io n a l i s t s  d e m a n d e d  th e  
s to n e 's  r e tu r n  to  S c o tla n d  f o r  y e a r s .

W h en  J o h n  M a jo r  a c c e d e d  to  th e i r  w is h e s  in  
1 9 9 6 , it  w a s  o n  c o n d i t io n  th a t  th e  s to n e  w o u ld  
r e tu r n  to  W e s tm in s te r  fo r  f u tu r e  c o r o n a t io n s  - a 
g e s tu r e  so m e  s e c  a s  a n  u n w e lc o m e  re m n a n t  o f  
E n g la n d 's  im p e r ia l  h o ld  o v e r  S c o t la n d ,  th o u g h  
o th e r s  r e g a r d  i t  a s  a  sy m b o l o f  u n i ty .

In a n o d  to  W e lsh  n a t io n a l i s t  f e e l in g .  K in g  
C h a r le s 's  c o ro n a t io n  w il l  a l s o  in c lu d e  th e  k y r ic  
( L o rd  H a v e  M e rc y )  p e r f o rm e d  in  W e lsh .

O n e  i te m  o f  th e  c ro w n  j e w e l s  is  a  s ta r k  r e ­
m in d e r  o f  e m p ir e  • b u t it  w ill  n o ta b ly  b e  m is s in g  
f ro m  th e  c o r o n a t io n  c e r e m o n y . T h e  K o h - i -N o o r  
d ia m o n d  w a s  ta k e n  by  th e  B r i t i s h  a f t e r  t h e i r  w a rs  
w ith  th e  S ik h  k in g d o m  o f  P u n ja b ,  a n d  p r e s e n te d  
to  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia  in  1849 .

I t  w a s  r e s h a p e d  b y  P r in c e  A lb e r t  a n d  f i t t e d  
in to  th e  c ro w n  je w e ls .  B o th  Q u e e n  A le x a n d ra  a n d  
Q u e e n  M a ry  w o re  it  a t th e i r  c o r o n a t io n s ,  th o u g h  
Q u e e n  M a ry , t a c t f u l l y ,  d id  n o t  w e a r  it  fo r  th e  
191 I c o r o n a t io n  d u r b a r .

S e e in g  th e  d ia m o n d  a s  sy m b o l o f  B r i t i s h  im ­
p e r i a l  a c q u i s i t i v e n e s s ,  th e  I n d ia n  g o v e rn m e n t  
h a s  d e m a n d e d  i t s  r e tu r n ,  th o u g h ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  
b o th  P a k is t a n  a n d  I ra n  c o u ld  a l s o  la y  c la im  to  
it . C a m i l la ,  th e  Q u e e n  C o n s o r t ,  h a s  d e c id e d  to  
b e  c ro w n e d  in  Q u e e n  M a ry 's  c ro w n ,  fro m  w h ic h  
th e  f a m o u s  d ia m o n d  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  T h e  
c o n t ro v e r s y  a b o u t  th e  K o h - i -N o o r  w il l  d o u b t le s s  
c o n t in u e ,  b u t  w o n 't  in t r u d e  o n  th is  c o r o n a t io n  
c e re m o n y .

A N E W - L O O K  G U E S T  L I S T

T h e  j i g g e s l  m o v e  a w a y  f ro m  im p e r ia l  t r a d i ­
tio n  has b e e n  in  th e  c o m p i la t io n  o f  th e  g u e s t  l is t .  
In th e  p a s t ,  th e  o n ly  r u le r s  to  r e c e iv e  an  in v i t e  
w e re  t i m e  o f  B r i t i s h  o v e rs e a s  t e r r i to r ie s ,  s u c h  a s  
Q u e e n  S a lo tc  o f  T o n g a , w h o  d e l ig h te d  th e  c ro w d s  
in  1953 by b r a v in g  th e  r a in  in  an  o p e n - lo p  c a r ­
r ia g e  and  s c o r n i n g  an  u m b r e l la .

C h a r le s  III  h a s  d e p a r te d  f ro m  p r e c e d e n t  b y  i s ­
s u in g  in v i t a t i o n s  to  m o n a rc h s  f ro m  E u ro p e  a n d  
th e  M id d le  E a s t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t 
th e y  had  t ic s  to  th e  B r i t i s h  e m p ir e .  S o m e  o th e r  
h e a d s  o f  s t a t e  a re  a l s o  a t te n d i n g ,  th o u g h  th e  U S 
w il l  be r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  f i r s t  la d y , J i l l  B id c n , 
r a th e r  th a n  th e  p r e s id e n t .

A t a t im e  w h e n  p o l l i n g  s u g g e s t s  d e c l in i n g  
s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  m o n a rc h y , e s p e c ia l ly  a m o n g  th e  
y o u n g ,  th e  c o r o n a t io n  m ig h t  s e e m  a n  i r r e le v a n t ,  
i f  c o lo u r f u l ,  d i s t r a c t i o n  f ro m  m o r e  p r e s s i n g  
c o n c e rn s .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  s im i l a r  in d i f f e r e n c e  b e f o r e  
o th e r  ro y a l e v e n t s .  E l iz a b e th  I I 's  s i l v e r  j u b i l e e  
in  1 9 7 7  w a s  p r e c e d e d  b y  " s t u f f  th e  j u b i l e e "  
p r o te s t s ,  b u t s t i l l  p r o v e d  a p o p u la r  s u c c e s s .  T h e  
u n e x p e c te d ly  w a rm  p u b l ic  r e s p o n s e s  to  h e r  s u b ­
s e q u e n t  j u b i l e e s ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  h e r  f u n e r a l ,  
m ig h t su g g e s t th a t m any  B r i t i s h  a re  s e c r e t ly  m ore  
ro y a l i s i  th a n  p o l l i n g  w o u ld  s u g g e s t .

B y  in v i t in g  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  
e th n ic  g r o u p s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  to  p a r t i c ip a te  
in  th e  c e re m o n y , th e  k in g  i s  tu r n in g  h is  c o r o n a ­
t io n  int.-) a  r e f le c t io n  o f  h i s  d iv e r s e  a n d  d e c id e d ly  
p o s t - im p e r ia l  k in g d o m .

T h e  c o r o n a t io n  is  s t i l l  n o t  e n t i r e l y  f r e e  o f  
e c h o e s  o f  e m p ir e ,  b u t  it r e p r e s e n ts  an  im p o r ta n t  
s ta g e  i r  th e  m o d e rn  m o n a rc h y 's  m o v e  a w a y  fro m  
i t s  sh a d o w .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Heatwaves a threat to India's fight against poverty, inequality

R e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  h e a t ­
w a v e s  h  A p ri l  2 0 2 2  p u l 
9 0 %  o f  p e o p le  in  In d ia  a t 

i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  o f  g o in g  h u n g ry , 
l o s i n g  in c o m e  o r  p r e m a t u r e  
d e a t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  o u r  n e w  
s tu d y .

A f t e r  2 0 2 2  w a s  d e s ig n a t e d  
th e  h o t t e s t  in  122  y e a r s ,  e x ­
t r e m e  h e a t  has a p p e a re d  e a r ly  
a g a in  th is  y e a r  w ith  o v e r  6 0 %  
o f  In d ia  r e c o rd in g  a b o v e - n o r ­
m a l m a x im u m  ic m p c r a tu re s  fo r  
A p r i l ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  c o u n ­
t r y 's  M e te o r o lo g ic a l  D e p a r t ­
m e n t.  El N ifio , a n a tu ra l  c l im a te  
e v e n t  th a t  c a n  in c r e a s e  g lo b a l  
te m p e r a tu r e s ,  is  a l s o  e x p e c te d  
to  o c c u r  th is  y e ar.

T h e  in c re a s in g  f re q u e n c y  o f  
s u c h  d e a d ly  h e a tw a v e s  c o u ld  
h a l l  o r  e v e n  r e v e r s e  I n d i a ' s  
p r o g r e s s  in  r e d u c in g  p o v e r ty ,  
f o o d  a n d  in c o m e  s e c u r i ty  a n d  
g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y ,  h a r m in g  th e  
q u a l i ty  o f  l i f e  fo r  o v e r  1 .4  b i l ­
l io n  In d ia n s .

A s  a n a tu r a l  p h e n o m e n o n ,  
e x t r e m e  h e a t  i s  p r o j e c t e d  to  
o c c u r  o n c e  e v e ry  30  y e a r s  o r  so 
in  th e  In d ia n  su b c o n tin e n t .  T h is  
is  n o  lo n g e r  th e  c a s e  t h a n k s  
to  m a n -m a d e  c l im a te  c h a n g e .  
I n d ia  h a s  su f fe r e d  o v e r  2 4 ,0 0 0  
h c a tw a v c - r c la ic d  d e a th s  s in c e  
1992  a lo n e ,  w ith  th e  M ay  1998  
h e a tw a v e  b e in g  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t 
d e v a s ta t in g  a s  i t  c la im e d  o v e r  
3 .0 5 8  l iv e s .

D u r in g  th e  M a y  2 0 1 0  h e a t ­
w a v e s , te m p e ra tu re s  in  th e  w e s t ­
e rn  c i ty  o f  A h m c d a b a d  r e a c h e d  
4 7 .8 ° C  a n d  r a is e d  h e a t - r e la te d  
h o s p ita l  a d m is s io n s  o f  n e w b o rn s  
b y  4 3 % . p r o m p tin g  th e  c i ty  to  
b e c o m e  o n e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ’s 
f i r s t  to  im p le m e n t  a h e a t  a c t io n  
p la n  m e a n t  to  g u id e  p r c p a r a -

on  th e  c o u n t r y ’s  u rb a n  p o p u la ­
t io n  to o . P r a c t i c a l l y  th e  e n t i r e  
c i ty  o f  D e lh i a n d  i t s  32 m i l l io n  
in h a b i ta n ts  w e r e  th r e a te n e d  b y  
th e  2 0 2 2  h e a tw a v e s .  M o s t m i­
g r a n ts  a re  fo rc e d  to  s e t t le  in  th e  
c i t y ’s  p o o r e s t  q u a r t e r s ,  w h e re  
th e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e a t w a v e s  a r c  
p a r t i c u la r ly  c a ta s t r o p h ic .  S a d ly , 
th e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  la c k  th e  
m e a n s  to  b u y  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r s  
th a t  m ig h t e a s e  t h e i r  m is e ry .

P r e s e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a s ­
s e s s in g  th e  s e n s i t iv i ty  o f  I n d ia  
to  c l im a te  c h a n g e  w il l  no t h e lp  
p e o p le  r e s i s t  th e  e x c e p t io n a l  
h e a l  s e e n  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  
m u s t be  u p g r a d e d  im m e d ia te ly .

T h e  I n te r g o v e rn m e n ta l  P a n e l 
on  C l im a te  C h a n g e  e s t i m a t e s  
th a t  h e a tw a v e s  in  S o u th  A s ia  
w il l  g r o w  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  a n d  
f re q u e n t  th is  c e n tu r y .  H ea l a c ­
t i o n  p la n s  w i l l  b e  c r u c i a l  in  
s p e e d in g  u p  e f f o r t s  to  m i t ig a t e  
a nd  a d a p t  to  th e  e f f e c ts ,  bu t th e y  
m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  th e  c o m p le x i ty  
o f  I n d i a ' s  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  to  
c l im a te  c h a n g e .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  
on  m a k in g  I n d ia n  c i t i e s  r e s i l ­
ie n t  to  e x t re m e  h e a t  is  c r i t i c a l ,  
s in c e  c i t ie s  w il l  s e c  a  p o p u la tio n  
e x p lo s io n  in  th e  n e x t te n  y e a r s ,  
w ith  7 0 %  o f  I n d ia n  b u i l d i n g  
s to c k  y e t  to  b e  c re a te d .  T h e r e  is 
a c h a n c e  to  in c o rp o r a te  m e th o d s  
f o r  a d a p t in g  to  e x t re m e  h e a t  by  
d e s ig n in g  n e w  h o m e s  th a t  a re  
e a s ie r  to  k e e p  c o o l .

W ith  m a n y  m o r e  p e o p le  in  
In d ia  e x p e c te d  to  b e  h i t  b y  e v en  
g r e a te r  h e a t  e x t re m e s  in  th e  f u ­
tu r e .  f in a n c e ,  u rb a n  d e s ig n  a n d  
e d u c a t io n  a r c  n e c e s s a r y  to  h e lp  
p e o p le  a d a p t .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

t io n s  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e s  
to  h e a tw a v e s  w h ic h  h a s  s in c e  
s a v e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  l iv e s .  T h e  
2 0 1 5  h e a tw a v e  k i l l e d  o v e r  2 ,3 3 0  
p e o p le  a n d  p r o m p te d  th e  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  m in i s t r y  f o r  d i s a s t e r

m a n a g e m e n t  to  s e t  g u id e l in e s  
f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  d e a t h s  d u r in g  
h e a t w a v e s  a n d  p u s h  I n d i a n  
s t a t e s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  o w n  
p la n s .

F a i lu r e  to  im p l e m e n t  th e s e  
s t r a t e g i e s  m a y  s ty m ie  I n d i a 's  
e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .  I f  p r o p e r  
h e a t  a c t i o n  p l a n s  a r e  n o t  d e ­
v e lo p e d .  e x c e s s iv e  h e a t  c o u ld  
c o s t  In d ia  2 .8 %  a n d  8 .7 %  o f  i t s  
G D P  by  2 0 5 0  a n d  2 100 . r e s p e c ­
t iv e ly .  T h is  i s  a w o r r y in g  t r e n d ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  g iv e n  I n d ia 's  g o a l  o f  
b e c o m in g  a  10 - t r i l l i o n - d o l l a r

e c o n o m y  b y  2 0 3 0 .

A * r e a l - f c e l ’ m e a s u r e  
H e a t  a c t i o n  p la n s  a r e  o n ly  

u s e f u l  i f  t h e y  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  
th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h e a tw a v e s

o v e r  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n . F o r  
I n d ia n  a u th o r i t i e s  to r e c o g n is e  
w h en  d e a d ly  h e a t is  p re s e n t  (an d  
e m e r g e n c y  a c t i o n  i s  n e e d e d ) ,  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  io kn o w  how  
c o n d i t io n s  f e e l  f o r  th e  p u b lic .

W c u s e d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  
h e a l th  m e a s u r e  p o p u la r  in  th e  
U S  c a l le d  th e  h e a t  in d e x  to  d e ­
te rm in e  how  ho t th e  h u m a n  b o d y  
is  l ik e ly  to  f e e l in  re la t io n  to  a ir  
te m p e r a tu r e  a n d  h u m id i ty  l e v ­
e ls .  T h is  h e lp e d  u s  to  m a p  ho w  
s e n s i t i v e  p e o p le  w ;r e  to  h e a t ­
w a v e s  a c r o s s  In d ia  a nd  d is c o v e r

th a t  9 0 %  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  w a s  in  
d a n g e r  o f  s e v e r e  r e p e rc u s s io n s  
d u r in g  la s t  y e a r ’s h e a tw a v e .

I t ’s  im p o r ta n t  to  a c c u r a t e l y  
m e a su re  I n d i a 's  v u ln e r a b i l i ty  to  
l e th a l  t e m p e r a tu r e s .  T h e  m e tr ic

u se d  b y  th e  I n d ia n  g o v e rn m e n t ,  
k n o w n  a s  th e  c l im a te  v u ln e r ­
a b i l i ty  in d e x , d o e s  no t a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d a n g e r s  o f  
h e a t  to  h u m a n  h e a l th .  O u r  r e ­
s e a r c h  s h o w e d  th a t  c o m b in in g  
a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  a n d  r e l a t i v e  
h u m id i ty  le v e l s  g a v e  o u r  h e a t  
in d e x  a “ r c a l - f c c l "  m e a s u r e  fo r  
e x t re m e  h e a t .  In o th e r  w o rd s , 
h ow  e x tre m e  h e a t f e l t  fo r  p e o p le  
e x p e r ie n c in g  it .

S t o p  u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  
h e a tw a v e s

U n d e r e s t im a t in g  th e  e f f e c t s  
o f  e x t re m e  h e a t  in  In d ia  c o u ld  
r e d u c e  o r  e v e n  r e v e r s e  i ts  p r o g ­
r e s s  o n  a r a n g e  o f  g o a ls  f o r  
s u s ta in a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t.  T h e s e  
i n c lu d c  th o s e  r e l a t e d  to  p o v ­

e r t y .  h u n g e r ,  h e a l t h  
a n d  w e l lb e in g ,  e q u a l ­
i ty .  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  
a n d  i n d u s t r i a  i n n o ­
v a t io n  a n d  b io d iv e r ­
s ity . T h is  is  e s p e c ia l ly  
c o n c e rn in g  g iv e n  th a t 
I n d i a ’s p r o g r ; s s  t o ­
w a rd s  a c h ie v in g  th e se  
g o a ls  h a s  s lo w e d  o v e r  
th e  la s t 20  y e a r s  w 'hile 
th e  n u m b e r  o f  e x tre m e  
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  h a s  
in c re a s e d .

E x t r e m e  h e a t ,  f o r  
e x a m p le ,  c a n  :x a c e r -  
b a te  d r o u g h t  by d r y ­
i n g  u p  th e  s o i l  a n d  
d i s r u p t i n g  r a i n f a l l  
p a t t e r n s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  
b l ig h t in g  c ro p  p ro d u c ­
t io n  a nd  f o o d  s e c u r ity ,  
w h ic h  e n d a n g e r s  th e  
h e a l th  a n d  w e l lb e in g  
o f  a la r g e  p o r t io n  o f  
In d ia n  s o c ie ty  B e in g  

a p r im a r i l y  a g r ic u l tu r a l  
e c o n o m y , p r o d u c t i v i ty  lo s se s  in 
th is  s e c to r  th r e a te n  th e  jo b s  a n d  
h e a l th  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  m a rg in a l 
a n d  s m a ll  l a n d h o ld in g  f a r m e rs ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  th e i r  a b i l i t y  id a d a p t  
a n d  ta k e  u p  n e w  l iv e l ih o o d s .  
A n o th e r  w o rry in g  te n d e n c y  w ith  
h e a tw a v e s  i s  in c r e a s in g  w a t e r ­
b o rn e  a n d  in s e c t -b o r n e  d is e a s e s ,  
w h ic h  c o u ld  f u r th e r  s tr a in  I n ­
d i a 's  a lr e a d y  b e le a g u e re d  p u b lic  
h e a l th  s y s te m .

E v e ry  y e a r ,  m i l l io n s  a f  p e o ­
p le  f ro m  r u r a l  a r e a s  m ig r a te  
to  I n d i a 's  c i t i e s  in  s e a r c h  o f  a
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2023 will be the year o f‘India Shining' for 
Indian cuisine and its culinary diversity

I n d ia  is  ta k in g  c e n ic r - s ia g c  g lo b a l ly  a n d  s e t ­
t in g  s ta n d a r J s  fo r  e v e r y o n e  to  fo llo w , w h e th e r  
i t ’s th r o u g h  th e  G 2 0  s u m m it ,  th e  a b i l i t y  to  

b e c o m e  th e  f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g  e c o n o m y ,  g lo b a l  
p r o g ra m m e s  a d d re s s in g  c l im a te  c h a n g e ,  o r  th e  
I n te r n a t io n a l  Y ear o f  M i l le t s .  I n d ia  is  n ow  a ll 
s e t  to  b e  a c k n o w le d g e d  a s  an  A tla s  o f  F o o d  in 
2 0 2 3 . a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s ix th  e d i t io n  o f  th e  G o d re j 
F o o d  T re n d s  R e p o r t, b e c a u s e  o f  a n  u n p r e c e d e n te d  
in c r e a s e  in  in t e r e s t  f ro m  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  in  
I n d ia 's  d iv e r s e  c u is in e  a n d  e n o rm o u s  in g r e d i e n t  
v a r ie ty .

In  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  e x p e r t s  o f  I n d ia 's  c u l i ­
n a ry  w o r ld ,  T an y a  D u b a s h  - E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c to r
& C h i e f  B ra n d  O f f ic e r .  G o d re j  I n d u s t r ie s  L im ­
i te d .  r e le a s e d  he  s ix th  e d i t io n  o f  T h e  G o d re j  
F o o d s  T re n d s  R e p o r t 2 0 2 3  - In d ia  • A n A tla s  o f  
F l a v o u r s .

T h e  G o d re j F o o d s  T re n d s  R e p o r t 2 0 2 3 . sa w  th e  
c o m in g  to g e th e r  o f  o v e r  3 5 0 +  th o u g h t  l e a d e r s  
th a t  in c lu d e d  c e le b r i ty  c h e f s ,  h o m e  c h e f s ,  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  c h e f s ,  fo o d  b lo g g e rs ,  h e a l th  p r o fe s s io n a ls ,  
m e d ia  p r o f e s s io n a ls ,  m ix o lo g is t s ,  n u t r i t i o n i s t s ,  
r e s t a u r a t e u r s ,  s o m m c li c r s .  fo o d  p r o d u c e rs ,  a n d
m o r e , a l l  o f  w hom  .sh a re d  d e e p  in s i g h t s  a b o u t  
th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e .

T h e  w o rld  has h i s t o r i c a l l y  p e r c e iv e d  In d ia n  
c u is in e  a s  a m o n o li th .  A n o t io n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  
g r a d u a l ly  d is m a n t l e d  o v e r  th e  la s t  d e c a d e  w ith  a 
g r o w in g  r e a l i s a t io n  th a t  c u l tu r a l l y ,  In d ia  is  m o re  
a c o n t in e n t  thari a c o u n try ,  w ith  a s  m any  c u is in e s  
a s  th e r e  a re  d ia le c ts .  A t h o m e  in  I n d ia ,  p e o p le  
a rc  o n  an  u n p r e c e d e n te d  q u e s t  fo r  f la v o u r s ,  a n d  
a d v e n tu r e s  on  the  p a la te ,  in  th e  a f te r m a th  o f  the  
p a n d e m ic , p e o p le  a r e  a l s o  b e c o m in g  a w a re  th a t  
I n d ia n  c u is in e  s a  c o m p le x  f o o d  m a tr ix  o f  c o n ­
s t i tu e n t s  th a t in te r a c t  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r  to  d e l iv e r  
h e a l th  a n d  b o o s t im m u n ity . AH o f  th is  h a s  th e  
G o d re j  F o o d s  T re n d s  R e p o r t  p a n e l  f o r e s e e in g  
2 0 2 3  b r in g in g  a n  u n p r e c e d e n te d  r i s e  in  g lo b a l  
i n t e r e s t  t o w a rd s  I n d ia 's  c u l in a r y  p l u r a l i t y  a n d  
p r o d ig io u s  in g r e d i e n t  d iv e r s i ty .

T a n y a  D u b a sh . E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c to r  a n d  C h i c f  
B ra n d  O f f ic e r ,  o f  G o d re j  I n d u s t r ie s  L im i te d  a n d  
A s s o c ia t e  C o m p a n ie s ,  s a id .  " T h e s e  a rc  e x c i t i n g  
t im e s  f o r  th e  fo o d  in d u s t ry !  I t  w a s  e v id e n t  th a t 
th e  p a n d e m ic  had  r e s u l te d  in  c h a n g c s  in  c o n s u m p ­
t io n  p a t te r n s  a nd  c o n s u m e r  b e h a v io u r s  a c r o s s  th e  
e n t i r e  s p e c tr u m  o f  th e  fo o d  in d u s t ry .  I a m  h a p p y  
to  s a y  th a t  th e  G o d re j  F o o d  T r e n d s  R e p o r t  is  
u n iq u e ly  p o s i t io n e d  to  b r in g  th e  n u a n c e s  o f  th is  
e v o lv in g  f o o d s c a p e  to  th e  f o r e f r o n t  f o r  th e  b e n ­
e f i t  o f  th e  F & B  in d u s t ry . I h a v e  p e r s o n a l ly  a lw a y s  
e n jo y e d  w a tc h  n g  fo o d  t r e n d s  in  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  y e a r - s p e c i f i c  t r e n d s  p r e d ic te d  by

o u r  e s te e m e d  p a n e l i s t s .  It g iv e s  m e im m e n se  jo y  
to  s e c  m a n y  o f  th e m  c o m in g  to  l i f e  su b s e q u e n t ly .  
T h is  y e a r .  I a m  p e rs o n a l ly  e x c i te d  to  <cc g r o w in g  
in te r n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  a n d  r e c o g n i t io n  g iv e n  to  
In d ia  fo r  i t s  r ic h  c u l in a r y  d iv e r s i ty ,  a lo n g  w ith  
a g r o w in g  d e m a n d  fo r  c u l in a r y  k n o w le d g e  a n d  
s k i l l s  a c r o s s  a l l  s e g m e n ts .'*

S o m e  k e y  in s i g h t s  f ro m  T h e  G o d r e j  F o o d s  
T r e n d s  R e p o r t  2 0 2 3  a r e :

E x p l o r a t i o n  o f  C u i s in e s :  6 4  p e r  c e n t  p a n e l 
f o re s e e  th e  y e a r n in g  f o r  a d v e n tu r e  for th e  p a la te  
w i l l  d r iv e  p e o p le  to  e x p lo re  c u is in e s  o th e r  th a n  
th e i r  o w n  su c h  a s  r e g io n a l  c u is in e s

L o c a l ly  P r o d u c e d  A r t i s a n a l  P r o d u c t s :  62
p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  s e c s  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  c o n s u m e r  f o ­
c u s  o n  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  s m a l l - b a t c h  a r t i s a n a l  
p r o d u c ts  s u c h  a s  c h e e s e ,  p ic k le s ,  k im c h i.  d ip s ,  
a n d  p r e s e rv e s  to  a u g m e n t m e a ls  w ith  f la v o u r  a n d  
te x tu r e s

C o n s c io u s  S p e n d in g  a n d  M in d f u l  C o n s u m p ­

t i o n :  76  p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  f o r e c a s ts  p e o p le  b u y in g  
f ro m  lo c a l  f a r m e rs  a n d  f o o d  p r o d u c e rs  w il l  be  a 
to p  c o n s id e r a t io n .  70  p e r  c e n t  p r e d ic t  s e a s o n a l  
a n d  lo c a l  i n g r e d i e n ts  l ik e  d e s i  r ic e  a n d  m i l le t  
v a r i e t i e s ,  d o o d h i  ( b o t t l e  g o u r d ) ,  t in d a  ( a p p le  
g o u r d ) ,  b h in d i  ( O k r a )  w ill  s e c  m o re  d e m a n d  in  
2 0 2 3

R ise  o f  T r a v e l l i n g  B a r s  a n d  R e s t a u r a n t s :  71
p e r c c n t  p a n e l  p r e d ic t  th a t  t r a v e l l i n g  r e s t a u r a n ts /  
b a r s  w ith  c h e f s /  m ix o l o g is t s / r e s ta u r a n ts  p o p p in g  
u p  in  o th e r  c i t i c s  to  b e  a to p  tr e n d

C u i s in e  A g n o s t ic  C h e f  D r iv e n  M e n u s :  6 5  p e r
c e n t  o f  e x p e r ts  f e e l  c h e f s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  c o m in g  
in to  t h e i r  o w n  a s  c r e a to r s  a n d  a r t i s t s  p a t ro n i s e d  
b y  a lo y a l fo l lo w in g  o f  d in e r s  lo o k in g  fo r  new  a d ­
v e n tu r e s  in  c u i s in e - a g n o s t i c  c h e f - d r iv e n  m e n u s . 
6 4  p e r  c e n t  p a n e l f o re c a s t  r e g io n a l  In d ia n  c u is in e  
c o n c e p ts  c o n t in u in g  to  s e c  t r a c t io n

C u l i n a r y  T r a v e l :  75 p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  b e l ie v e  
N o r t h e a s t  s t a t e s  a r e  w h e r e  p e o p le  w i l l  f lo c k  
m o s t to  d is c o v e r  f o o d  e x p e r ie n c e s  f o l lo w e d  by

G o a  (7 3  p e r  c e n t ) .  T a m il N a d u  (6 0  p e r  c c n t ) .  a nd  
U tta ra k k a n d  (5 8  p e r  c e n t ) .  G lo b a l ly ,  th e  p a n e l 
p r e d ic t s  p e o p le  w i l l  v i s i t  S o u th  K o re a  (5 3  p e r  
c c n t )  f o l lo w e d  b y  V ie tn a m  (5 2  p e r  c e n t )  a n d  
S p a in  (45  p e r  c c n t)

F o o d  C o n t e n t :  75 p e r  c c n t  e x p e r t  p a n e l  p r e ­
d ic ts  th 3t I n s ta g ra m  R e e ls  a n d  s h o r t - f o r m  v id e o  
c o n tc n t  w il l  t r e n d

C l e a n ,  l l y g i c n i c a l l y  P a c k a g e d  M e a ts ,  a n d  
S e a fo o d :  H y g ie n e  b e in g  f o re m o s t  s in c e  2 0 2 0 . 43 
p e r  c c n t  o f  th e  e x p e r t  p a n e l  p r e d ic t s  th e  d e m a n d  
fo r  c le a n , h y g ic n ic a l ly  p a c k a g e d  m e a ts  a n d  s e a ­
fo o d  w il l  c o n t in u e  to  g ro w  in  2 0 2 3

G o u r m e t  P r e m iu m  G h e e :  W ith  h e a l th ,  n u t r i ­
tio n .  a nd  im m u n ity ,  a l l  p la y in g  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le  
in c h o ic e s  w h e n  it  c o m e s  to  i n g r e d i e n ts  u se d  in 
h o m e  k i tc h e n s  a n d  d ie ta r y  f a ts  a n d  c o o k in g  m e ­
d iu m s  b : in g  th e  c o r n e r s to n e s  o f  c o o k in g  in  a n y  
h o m e , th e i r  q u a l i ty  a n d  p r o v e n a n c e  w ill a lw a y s  
r e g is te r  a c h a n g e . N o  w o n d e r  th a t  50  p e r  c c n t  o f  
th e  p a n e l p r e d ic t s  an  in c re a s e d  fo c u s  on  g o u rm e t 
p re m iu m  g h e e

B e v e r a g e s :  72 p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  p r e d i c t s  th a t  
2 0 2 3  w ill s e e  a r is e  in  g o u r m e t I n d ia n - o r ig in .  
a r t i s a n a l  c o f f e e ,  a n d  te a . 75  p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  is  f irm  
in  th e  f t c t  th a t  g lo b a l  f e r m e n te d  b e v e r a g e s  ( e g . 
tc p a c h c .  k o m b u c h a , k v a s s ,  e t c . )  a rc  g o in g  to  b e  
th e  to p  n o n - a lc o h o lic  c h o ic e  in  2 0 2 3

D e s s e r t s :  S p e c ia l  d ie t  v e r s io n s  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  
In d ia n  rn ith a i w ill  b e  in  d e m a n d  a s  p e r  9 9  p e r  
c e n t  o f  e x p e r t s .  75  p e r  c e n t  p a n e l  a l s o  s e c s  a 
r is e  in  in te r e s t  in  h y p e r - r e g io n a l  s w e e t  o f fe r in g s  
( l i k e  the  C h c n a  P o d a  o f  O r i s s a  o r  P o o th a r c k u lu  
o f  A n d h ra  P ra d e s h ) .

75 p e r  c e n t  o f  e x p e r ts  f o re c a s t  a g ro w in g  in te r ­
e s t  in  g o u rm e t a n d  a r t i s a n a l  ic c  c re a m s  a n d  an  
e q u a l  n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r t s  p r e d ic ts  a r i s in g  d e m a n d  
f o r  c le a n  ic c  c rc a m  th a t  is  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  s im p le ,  
w h o le s o m e ,  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  i .e .  'c l e a n ' l a ­
b e l in g .

" G o d tc j  F o o d  T r e n d s  R e p o r t is  a g o o d  b a r o m ­
e t e r  on  w h a t 's  g o in g  to  h a p p e n , w h e re  to  in v e s t ,  
a n d .  m o it  im p o r ta n t ly ,  to  s a f e g u a r d  th e  s e c u r i ty  
o f  o u r  c u is in e ,  w h ic h  n ow  h a s  c u s to d ia n s .  I n d ia 's  
s o f t  p o w e r  i s  o u r  c u is in e  a n d  i t s  s h e e r  d iv e r s i ty ,  
a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  o u r  h is to ry ,  p lu r a l i t y ,  a n d  c o n ­
t in u i ty .  A n d  I 'm  h a p p y  to  s e e  i t  f in a l ly  v a lu e d  
f o r  b e in g  a u th e n t i c  a n d  u n a p o lo g c t i c a l ly  t r u e  to  
i t s e l f . "  sh a re s  M a s te r c h e f  In d ia  J u d g e  a n d  c c lc b -  
r i ty  C h e f  V ik a s  K h a n n a . ( l A S S t i f e )

‘S ta r - G azing’
B y Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, MAY 7, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast*
Moon square Saturn on you tolar r*<gm chart It if going to bo a wonderful 
year. You wil have mertrf peace and joy. A* your work gets done wlh ease, you 
•rill be in a relaxed mood. You nil pay attention to your tanvty and what arc its 
regu*omenls Your fonlly win support you In every bate* of i/e, You will thus 
emerge winner You wil be happy as your special works get done. You wiH cam 
monoy «r4h your eiforU. You wli bo able to spend your money to buy items you 
need most You will mtct your ©td friends. You will be emotion* remembering 
good cM days. You wil ted great inner strength You will also perform not* 
dee* Your spirtluaMr van defeat *» part causing (actor* and wH thus turn 
your weaknesses intottrengfi

This week for you*
Arles : (March 21 ■ April 20) You will hare a wonderful week. There will 

be happness and bliss in your married Me. You wil enjoy al th« 
pleasures of He. You wil be Ifceral and flexible in your outlook. 
You mill be devoted to your work and tarn*. You win spend your 
mone* on buying books, jewelry and property acqiisition. Your 
namoandtamewcigrox* After scttrig you targets you wil work 
mettwdcaiy to achieve It You will conquer people by love and 

C  betia»or. You wil bring about a change in you Me style. Your
creaJi/o talent would be at <s peak. You will also get new job 
oSers. You wil plan lo renovate and decorate your house. You 
wil tftend a marriage function. You wit help the needy ones 
despio your own commitments.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21) II wil be a busy week for you. You wil be 
involved in multiple activities. For menu! peace you will take lo 
meditation and prayea You will also fnd improvement in every 

.  aspedellde.Youwilalsofincshyourworkwilhgreatenthusiajm 
C andeijoyitsfrulslatefon.YouwWbestablefinanoalyandyour 

namoand fame wil also spread for and wide. You wil get wofk 
order j  from abroad. You can also get some award or reward for 

1 your [eft ormance»i work. Your business wil nourvsh and prosper
You iray also shoulder adatonai responsibillles You wil open 
upa r*w venture or adda newtechnique to your workfor earnng 
somegulek money Students wil do weu in exam.

Gemini : (May 22 - Juno 21) This week you wil be busy in your work 
Lover* wil be happyandrelishlheeompanyc<the<rpartner. Your 
search regard ng job wM come to an end. You will feel a lot more 
socun and win have menial peace. There are chances of earr*ng 

\ p * /  mon ef.YouwllaHo gel P* support of your family member s. You 
| |  wilafco cam well There are mdcattons for promotons*i your 

/ f i l m  job. You wit aiso be atfe to expand you bus--*ss. You »ill have 
respe:tloeyouelders.Ycuwillmakenewinvestments.Takelhe 
adv.c* o! I urn :y members in property dealing Don’t trust anyone 
who it an outsider. Seme person may annoy you with Ns/her 
behave* There is no need to get upset 

Cancer: (June 22 • July 22) The decisions of your bosses wil be bndng 
onyouandwiilbefinal.Noneedtomakeanyehangesandmodfy 
them. Don't you run your business we«? Your efforts will bring 
in loti of money. Al the domes be level, you wil keep your family 
mcmters happy and ftey win suppcrt you fuly. New business 
orderswtabe prof*aWe Make adjustments in youbiainessand 
style of work. A change of plan according to trine will be good 
Jupittr and Moon will be beneficial and peace giving. Your boss 
wil b> happy and will heap praises on you You will also gel 
prometed. Keep your important decisions in business secret 
Your memes may try lo chalcnge your authority.

Lee: (July 23- August 23)Today you wil make a budget of your domestic 
and bts<nessexpenses. You wil make your pi answitvnlmltsand 
Mfflthem. You willspendyoumoney wisely Anewaddtcnto 

s -  the f a«tfy wil bong joy Resu Is of s tin t's  examination will be 
\  favoritfe. You will also maM it possible what looked impossible 

in the begimng. Your success m your job will astound your 
famil) members. But you wil get lot cf prarse and earn good wil 
of others Health of a fam:y member wil be a cause of worry 
Take ncdicai advice. You wil also have time for relaxation and 
entertanmem You win relax and with your tamiy 

Virgo : (August 24 • September 22) (  wil be a grand week for you.
Jupittr and Mercury are favor ngYour income and earnings wil 
rise. The tme is In you favor. You wM have lot of expenses but
ymi wil ho «r*il (vnpvMt Yam wil wn Hi wilh iM r l pjrwivi*

f #  /  andwsdom You will also make progress in your Job You wil 
H K '  also be having mental peace. Youwil have wonderful moments 

wih your famly: You wil take time out for entertainment. You wil

also feet i*e doing some work w>*i ful couiage and sincerity. 
You wil have to work with ful patience. Take care of you diet 
You wil be engrossed in enjoyment and wMlose track of time. 
Love birds wil have a great tine. Those who ire siigle wil plan 
lo get married

Libra : (September 23 • October 23) The week win be filed vwth 
superband amazing res«it s. You will pay a#entionloyour work. 
House renovation or make over wil be in your aitnd You wil have 
money in you hands. You van get engaged lor a particular job 
and wil take Ihe work towards success. You wil work overt me 
to complete your work At fits time you Mil gel the full restft of 
your hard work. You wil grow in Pie jobbusness. You will get 
bonus, profit dividends. 9*!! etc. You wil pirn to buy a new carf 
veNde You winaUo be capped with ati the imen*ies You wil 
also win confidence of your bosses. You wil be wiling to work 
as a team member. You will be stable in youllfe.

Scorpio: (Octobor 24 - November 22)Some additioralincomesources 
will be generated. You will do it with you effols. It wil be a ben­
eficial week for you. You wil not waste your ime in futile work 
You wm be able to catch he and fraudulent acfviiesof a person. 
The sitjaton at you work place wil be favoube You wil also

y
take care of you household actvities Long dstance travel wil 
benefit you. You wil also team from past expei it nce» Love buds 
will have a great tme. Your ife will be filed with happiness and 
joy. You wil find yourself tn a better position m your business. 
You will have the strength to face every probem. You enemies 
or opponents wil be unable to oppose you. Your writ wil run. 
You will feel yourself physlcaly stronger

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21 ) It win tea profitable week 
for you. You will complete your week wi*i a lot of corfdence. 
Your career wil move forward and you cnploymeni related
problem* will pet reactoed to •  grettar extent. The bte»»Jng»
of elders in Ihe famly will help you to move ahead. Some new 
actvft*s wil attract you Love malts wil have a wonderful tone. 
You mil have some txtlerness wlh your coleagues. But you wil 
narrow your dfterences and will have no rd feetngs Your 
career wil move forward in the right drectbn, The blessings 
of elders in the famly wiH help you to move ahead. Some new 
actvites wii attract you

Capricorn : (Docember 22 • January 20)You wil cum lot of respect 
name and fame this wee* You will get everything on a platter. 
You wil ofiun good grade ai exams All lut you had once 

^ ■- aspred to and win be obtained by dn| of y»ur hard work and 
labor. There will be sincerity and honesty in yourapproach. Your 
path wil become easier with the passage of tne You boss and 

' I  '  colleagues will be happy wi*i your peifoimjnce. You wiH also 
hten with at ten ton to Pie views of other persons. Guests wil 
arrive at your place and you wil be busy In wekomng them 
You wil have bondng and affinity wi*i you- spouse. You wil 
get support of your taimy members and frieids.

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18)The favorable placement of 
JuplerandSatum wil fetch you lot of money. You w*l led happy 
and toyous as a relatvewsis your house afkr a long v«it You 
will achieve your objective at work. Your eflots at expansion in 
your business wtu be successful. Husband md wile win have 
wonderful understand^ You wil enpoy your wonderfol tove 

JMP; Me. Your relations wi*i your spousepartner r ll be harmonious.
Property related disputes win be resoled w**i e* mediation of 
a third person You business activities wil continue as usual. 
Sbdenis wil be interested studies You ail get success in 
competitive exams. You will be busy in your work You will get 
blessings of a spiritual teacher or master. You win also receive 
money »>at was held up somewhere.

Plscos : (February 19 ■ March 20) This week yo*. will fed peaceful 
and happy. Venus will bring happness in your married We. You 
and your partner wil understand the feelrgs of each other. 
The lime is ful of good edngs. You wil have gains in you job/ 

. business Those works wli be ccmfieted Put were connected 
to you job. You wil understand **expeetatiins and hopes that 
your bosses have wlh you. Your efforts wil be to fulfill those. 
You wil be serious In financial matters Mcney that had been
lent wil b* r*tum*d to you. You win moot and txmly
members. You win be seen debgMul in somt party or function 
Your prudence win make you cam much money. You ml work 
with much tact and wisdom.

Ageing Gracefully
D r  R e e m a  A r o r a

O u r  b o d ie s ' n e e d s  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s  c h a n g e  
a s  w e a g e ,  a n d  o u r  sk in  is  n o  e x c e p t io n .  
S o m e tim e s  th e  sk in  m a y  tr a n s fo r m  m o re  

r a p id ly  th a n  n e c e s s a r y ,  i f  c e r ta in  f a c to r s  a re  a t 
p la y  su c h  a s  p o l lu t io n ,  u n h e a l th y  h a b its ,  h o rm o n a l 
a n d  m e ta b o l ic  c h a n g e . T h e  sk in  b e c o m e s  th in n e r ,  
d e v e lo p in g  y o u r  f i r s t  f in e  l in e s  a n d  w r in k le s .  It 
a l s o  lo s e s  i t s  r a d ia n c e  a n d  e la s t i c i t y ;  no  lo n g e r  
a p p e a r in g  a s  s u p p le  a s  it  o n c e  d id . W h ile  th e s e  
a re  n a tu ra l  p r o c e s s e s ,  th e r e  a re  c e r ta i n  s k in c a r c  
in g r e d i e n ts  l ik e  h y a lu ro n ic  a c id  a n d  c o l la g e n  th a t 
c a n  a c tu a l ly  r e v e r s e  s ig n s  o f  a g e in g .

R o le  o f  h y a l u r o n i c  a c id  a n d  c o l la g e n
B o th , h y a lu ro n ic  a c id  (H A )  a n d  c o l la g c n .  h a v e  

b e c o m e  a  m a in s ta y  in  c o s m e t ic s  a n d  s k in c a r c  - 
s u p p le m e n ts ,  in j c c t a b l c s ,  a n d  to p ic a l .  T h e s e  i n ­
g r e d ie n ts  a re  c r i t i c a l  to  k e e p in g  y o u r  sk in  lo o k in g  
h e a l th y  a n d  y o u th f u l ,  b u t  th e y  w o rk  in  d i f ­
f e r e n t  w a y s . F o r  in s t a n c e :  h y a lu ro n ic  a c id  
h e lp s  to  p lu m p  u p  th e  s k in  a n d  r e d u c c  the  
a p p e a ra n c c  o f  w r in k le s ,  in c o n t r a s t ,  c o l ­
la g e n  h e lp s  to  r e b u ild  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  th e  
s k in ’s c o n n e c t iv e  t i s s u e s  f ro m  w ith in .

H y a lu ro n ic  a c id  is  a n a tu r a l l y - o c c u r ­
r in g  s u b s ta n c c  f o u n d  in  th e  h u m a n  b o d y .
I t 's  p r e s e n t  in  la rg e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  in  th e  
s k in ,  w h e re  it h e lp s  k e e p  th e  c o m p le x io n  
h y d r a te d  a n d  p lu m p . In f a c t ,  h y a lu ro n ic  
a c id  is  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  up  to  30  p e r  c e n t o f  
t h e  s k in 's  n a tu r a l  m o i s tu r e - b in d in g  a b i l ­
ity ,  b u t i t s  p r o d u c t io n  d e p le te s  o v e r  tim e  
a s  y o u  a g e . S im ila r ly ,  c o l la g c n  is  a p r o te in  
t h a t  y o u r  b o d y  n a tu r a l ly  c rc a tc s .

L ik e  h y a lu ro n ic  a c id ,  a s  y o u  a g e  y o u r  
b o d y  p r o d u c e s  le s s  o f  th e  p r o te in .  A s c o l ­
la g c n  p la y s  a r o le  in  s tr e n g th e n in g  sk in  
a n d  in c r e a s in g  e l a s t i c i t y  a n d  h y d r a t io n ,  
w r in k le s  d e v e lo p  w h e n  y o u r  b o d y  s ta r ts  
p r o d u c in g  le s s .  In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  p e o p le  
h a v e  s ta r te d  u s in g  h y a lu r o n ic  a c id  a n d  
c o l la g e n - e n r ic h e d  s k in c a r c  p r o d u c ts  a n d  
s u p p le m e n ts .  B u t f o r  lo n g e r - la s t in g  e f f e c t  
a n d  b e t te r  r e s u l t s ,  b io - r e m o d e l l in g  is  a 
p r a c t ic a l  c h o ic c .

C o l la g e n  a n d  h y a lu ro n ic  a c id  g o  to g e th e r  l ik e  
b e s t  f r i e n d s .  T h e y  c o m p le m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  o n e  
a n o th e r  f o r  m a x im a l ,  e f f e c t i v e  b e n e f i t s .  H a i le d  
a s  th e  b r e a k - th ro u g h  tr e a tm e n t  fo r  a n t i - a g e in g ,  
P r o f h i lo ,  a l s o  sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  b io - r e m o d e l l in g ,  
is  th e  la t e s t  in n o v a t io n  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  a e s th e t ic  
p r o c e d u re s .

W ith  o n e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  o f  u l-  
t r a p u r c  IIA  o n  th e  m a rk e t ,  th e  t r e a tm e n t  ta c k lc s  
a n t i - a g e in g  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  w i th in  th e  s k in  i t s e l f ,  
s t i m u la t in g  c o l la g c n  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  s t r e n g th e n ­
in g  th e  s u p p o r t  n e tw o rk s  in  th e  s k in  to  r e d u c e  
f in e  l in e s  a n d  w r in k le s .

M o r e o v e r ,  h y a lu r o n i c  a c id  p la y s  a k e y  r o le  
in t i s s u e  r e g e n e r a t io n ,  s p e c i f ic a l l y  in  r e p a i r in g  
s k in ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  v e ry  e f f e c t iv e  in  h e a l ­
in g  w o u n d s . R a th e r  th a n  b e in g  a v o lu m is in g  f i l le r

o r  m u sc ic  r e la x a n t ,  P r o f h i lo  c a n  be  s e e n  a s  m o re  
o f  an  a d v a n c e d  in j e c t a b l e  m o is tu r i s c r .  B e s id e s  
th e  fa c e . P r o t l i i lo  c a n  a ls o  b e  in je c t e d  in to  n e c k , 
h a n d s  a nd  o th e r  a r e a s  w ith  h ig h  s k in  la x i ty .

F o o d s  f o r  b o o s t i n g  h y a l u r o n i c  a c id  
a n d  c o l la g e n  

T h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  n u t r i t i o n  i s  p a r a m o u n t ,  
s in c c  wc k n o w  th a t  th e  sk in  i s  n o u r is h e d  f ro m  
th e  in s id e . I f  y o u 'r e  n o t  e a t in g  r ig h t ,  y o u r  sk in  
w il l  show  i t .  W h ile  th e re  a re  m a n y  a p p ro a c h e s  
to  e a t in g  h e a l th y ,  c e r ta in  f o o d s  a re  g u a ra n te e d  to  
u p  y o u r  b e a u ty  g a m e .

A d d in g  b o n e  b r o th ,  fo o d s  su c h  a s  so y  p ro d u c ts ,  
o r a n g e s ,  b e l l  p e p p e r s ,  to m a to ,  c a s h e w , a lm o n d s , 
k a le ,  b e a n s , a n d  s w e e t  p o ta to e s  w i l l  p r o v id e  n u ­
t r i e n t s  th a t m ay  n a tu r a l ly  r a m p  u p  y o u r  b o d y 's  
s y n th e s is  o f  h y a lu r o n ic  a c id  a n d  c o l la g e n  a n d  
g iv e  y o u  a h e a l th i e r  g lo w .

I t  is  a lso  im p o r ta n t  to  r e d u c e  o r  c u t  o u t  a lc o h o l .

c o f f c e ,  f o o d s  a n d  b e v e r a g e s  h ig h  in  s o d iu m  a nd  
s u g a rs  as th e y  a l l  c o n t r ib u te  to  s y s te m ic  d e h y d ra ­
t io n . w h ic h  m a y  sh o w  up  a s  s k in  th a t  lo o k s  d u ll  
an d  n o n -p lu m p . D o y o u r  b e s t  to  lim it  y o u r  in ta k e  
o f  p r o c e s s e d  f o o d s ,  a n d  in c r e a s e  th e  in ta k e  o f  
w a te r  to  k e e p  th e  sk in  h y d r a te d .

U s in g  th e  r ig h t  sk in  c a r c  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  m a k in g  
a few  l i f e s ty le  c h a n g e s ,  a n d  h a v in g  p a t ie n c e  c an  
h e lp  y o u r  s k in  in  a g in g  g r a c e f u l ly  a n d  k e e p in g  
i t  lo o k  i ts  b e s t  th r o u g h  th e  y e a r s .

A tru s tw o r th y  d e r m a to lo g i s t  c a n  h e lp  y o u  c r e ­
a te  a p e r s o n a l i s e d  s k in  c a r c  p la n  by  a s s e s s in g  
y o u r  sk in  ty p e , e v a lu a t in g  y o u r  s k in 's  c o n d i t io n  
an d  re c o m m e n d in g  p r o d u c ts  a n d  a c s th c t ic  p r o c e ­
d u r e s  lik e ly  to  be  e f f e c t iv e .  ( tA N S H fe )

( T h e  a u th o r  ix  M e d ic a l  D i r e c to r <6 F o u n d e r .  
T h e  F a c e  C l in ic .  H a u z  K h a s . D e lh i)
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Count-down in K arnataka
THE massive response to Prime Minister Naren- 
dra M odi’s roadshow for the BJP in Bengaluru 
in the past two days reinforced feelings about his 
grow ing popularity in the South but this by no 
means is a guarantee to his party's victory on the 
May 10 assembly elections. With the campaign 
ju st about closing, the BJP is worried whether 
it can retain power in its only stronghold in the 
South. Karnataka has been a difficult terrain for 
any ruling party as the state never retained or re­
elected a ruling dispensation for the second term 
since the 1980s. To add to this, two major factors 
conspire to raise tension in BJP circles -  namely 
the lack o f  charisma for chief minister Basavaraj 
Bommai, son o f  a  former ch ief minister, and the 
fact that the BJP had never won a majority on 
its own in the state assembly so far. Bommai 
had stepped into the shoes o f  party veteran BS 
Yeddiyurappa, who was asked to resign as CM 
by the party central leadership at the height o f  
allegations o f corruption and nepotism.

The Congress party is engaged in a do-or-dic 
battle in Karnataka. It has two formidable leaders 
in the person o f  former CM Siddaramaiah and 
DK Shivkumar, the first a Dalit and the other a 
Vokkaliga -  both being strong communities. The 
BJP says there’s a third name for the CM post, 
a dark horse, if  tl>c Congress wins a  majority: 
m eaning a hard bargain for the post that could 
even split the legislature party. But, winning is 
a m atter o f  first priority for the tricolour party 
now. If it loses Karnataka, it would be difficult 
for the party to keep up the m orale o f  the rank 
and file even at the national level. It could mean 
a loss o f  the South, which was once a stronghold 
for the Congress and is now mostly a playground 
for satraps o f regional parties.

A dm itted y. the C ongress cam paign m a­
chinery is putting up a facade o f  unity and, 
appreciably, the party played its cards in an 
unusually deft manner. This was reflected in the 
late release o f its manifesto, a  day after the BJP 
did it. The paien t wait helped in that it stunned 
the BJP. The manifesto made a serious effort to 
win over several key segments o f the population 
with huge promises -  including to women, the 
youth, backward communities and farmers. The 
manifesto promised them the moon in terms o f 
monthly dole and much else. W hile tin; main 
fight is between the BJP and the Congress, the 
m inor third force namely the JD (Secular) could 
fall in between and perhaps emerge, again, as 
the king-maker.

The future of ADCs 
in Meghalaya

Soon afte r  the Sohiong 
election is over, the various 
panics will start cam paign­
ing once more, but this time 
they will be doing so in order 
to support candidates for the 
state 's autonom ous district 
councils . M em bers o f  the 
ADCs will be elected next 
winter, thus, the question is: 
how arc the A DCs doing right 
now? O r what is the current 
status o f  the various ADCs 
in the state.

T he AD Cs w ere  e stab ­
lished as entities within the 
constitutional framework to 
safeguard the nation’s tribal 
population and are empow­
ered by the Sixth Schedule 
o f  the C o n stitu tio n . T his 
is justified by the fact that 
the Scheduled Tribes are a 
minority in the nation and 
deserve protection for their 
distinctive  cultures. H ow ­
ever. the point that w as being 
raised was w het her o r not the 
ADCs w erc able to success­
fully complete the intended 
task. I lave the state's ADCs 
achieved the goals for which 
they w ere founded? H ave 
they been able to  safeguard 
the local indigenous popula­
tion and maintain the tribal 
peoples' cultures in the vari­
ous states o f  the nation?

Pro tecting  o u r  rivers
The state's rivers are being 

polluted by human activity as 
a result o f  the ADCs' inability 
to  safeguard  them , w hich 
is the one obvious instance 
where they have fallen short 
o f  the ir obliga tions. Coal, 
lim estone, and  ev en  sand 
and stone quarrying have all 
contaminated the rivers. Not 
only arc the rivers rapidly be­
coming polluted, but human 
activity has also encroached 
on them. Rivers arc the sub­
ject o f  the autonomous dis­
trict councils, and according 
to tradition, people worship 
or believe rivers to be sacred 
places. But there is still a lot 
that has to be done.

Land  te n u re  system
The important aspect o f  

culture in w hich the councils 
have failed is with regards 
to land tenures in the state. 
Land ownership has changed 
with tim e. W hat w as once 
community land o r clan land 
has changed to private land. 
Today, most o f  the villages no 
longer have community land. 
In short, land has become a 
private property. T he most 
tragic thing that came out o f 
this is that land is now owned 
by the rich and powerful, and 
the majority o f  the population 
has become landless.

Land is a lso  the subject 
o f  the District Councils, but 
instead o f  protecting the age- 
old practice that holds that 
land is ow ned by the com ­
munity o r the clan, the ADCs 
have instead facilitated the 
change in land ow nership 
in the tribal lands. Changes 
in land use and ow nership

By H H  M ohr men

patterns a re  also a g laring 
example o f  w iere the ADCs 
have failed. In the books o f  
the  JH A D C , any land can 
not only charge hands, but 
even kind use can change at 
the whims and fancies o f  the 
indi v iduals. There were cases 
w here  com m unity fo rests  
were converted to individual 
ow nership to facilitate min­
ing in the area, and paddy 
fields (patta hali) on the banks 
o f  any river can b e  easily 
converted  to  land holding 
certificates, 'th is is, in fact, 
the reason why houses came 
up on the banks o f  many riv­
ers in the slat;. Agricultural 
land can be  c.'sily converted

believers in the traditional 
re lig ion  live  in  a nuc lea r 
family, and the joint family 
system  is g radually  being  
relegated to  the back burner. 
Even the role o f  the clan has 
changed with time, and these 
and other changes in the cus­
tomary practices arc changes 
that cannot be stopped. The 
socicty in the tw o regions o f  
the state is dynamic like any 
other socicty in the world; 
hence, there arc customary 
p rac tices that evo lve  with 
time. The question is, in such 
a situation  when practices 
changc w ith tim e, can the 
custom ary practices o f  the 
people be codificd? Codify-

“The AD Cs were established as 
entities within the  constitutional 

fram ew ork to safeguard  the  nation 's  
tribal population a n d  are empowered 

by the S ix th  Schedule  o f  the  
Constitution. This is ju s tif ied  by the  
fa c t  that the  Scheduled  Tribes are a 

m inority in the  nation and  deserve 
protection fo r  their distinctive  

cultures. However; the  p o in t th a t was 
being raised was whether or n o t the  

AD Cs were able to successfully  
complete the  in tended task. ”

to  land for the construction 
o f  houses, as there a rc  no 
rules to prevent agricultural 
land from being converted 
to non-agricul urc land. Even 
in places where the elans arc 
the custodians o f  the land, the 
tradition has also changed to 
one where clans arc behav­
ing like owners and not mere 
custodians of an  important 
resource.

ADCs a nd  custom ary  
practices

Cultural practices arc dy­
namic in nature; they evolve 
with time, ami the AD Cs arc 
in a catch-22 situation as  to 
whether o r net to document 
the practice. In the last two 
or three decatfcs. most o f  the 
fam ilies in  the W ar Jafttia 
areas and even certain parts 
o f  Jow ai were still practic­
ing the joint family system. 
T he jo in t family system is 
intricately liaked with the 
lineage and the clan system, 
which arc the foundations o f  
the Hynftcw Trep socicty. In 
fact, one cannot understand 
the matrilincalsociety among 
the Khasi ami Jafttia i f  one 
docs not understand  how 
lineage, clan, the joint family 
system, and  the role o f  the 
maternal unclc arc intricately 
linked to one another. Today 
how ever, even the  strong

mg a custom  prevents any 
change from occurring since 
it is like placing the tradition 
in a time capsule.

M ism anagem ent 
o f th e  ADCs

T he o n ly  au to n o m o u s 
district council in Meghalaya 
that operates properly and 
without adm inistrative h in­
drance is the Khasi Hills A u­
tonomous District Council; 
by contrast, the G aro Hills 
and the Jaintia Hills Autono­
mous District Councils arc m 
administrative and financial 
trouble. This columnist asked 
why the JH A DC's financial 
report wasn't delivered dur­
ing the meeting in his posi­
tion as a member o f  the Sec­
ond Meghalaya State Audit 
Advisory Hoard (M SAAB) 
and was told that the JHADC 
had trouble keeping its book 
o f  accounts organised.

T h e  tw o  A D C s , th e  
JH ADC and theG HA D C.arc 
in  the news quite regularly, 
but unfortunately for all the 
wrong reasons. Hie sad state 
o f  affairs is that the staffs o f  
these two councils have not 
received  the ir sa larie s  for 
more than six months now. 
T his has been a regular oc­
currence in at least the two 
ADCs.and the staff will have 
to wait for montlts together to

get their salaries, 'fill today, 
the staff o f  the JHADC have 
not been paid the salary that 
is due to them for more than 
ten months, and both the state 
government and the JHADC 
arc at their w its end to resolve 
the problem.

The sha re  from  resources
Royalties from major min­

era ls. particularly coal, arc 
shared between the state and 
the district councils, but the 
share o f  royalty  co llcc tcd  
from the extraction o f  major 
minerals has a lso  changcd. 
In the  early  d a y s o f  coal 
m ining in Jafttia H ills , the 
revenue from coal was shared 
between the JHADC and the 
suite at a ratio o f  X0 :20, and 
at that point in tim e, it was 
the Council that collcctcd the 
royalty. Today, not only has 
the ratio tilted in favour o f  the 
state government, but royalty 
has a lso  been collec ted by 
the state and shared w ith the 
A tJC s a t the governm ent s 
whims and fancies. The ir­
regularity and lack o f  clarity 
in the way the  government 
shares the royalty w ith the 
council is another reason why 
the ADC's arc facing financial 
problems.

I he fu tu re  o f  the ADCs
D espite the fac t tha t in 

the last five years the ADCs 
were in control o f  the Megha­
laya Democratic Alliance, the 
NPP-lcd government has not 
made any move to resolve the 
issue. Neither the Executive 
Committees in the GHADC 
and the JHADC nor the slate 
governm ent had made any 
attem pts to solve this chronic 
problem the tw o A DCs face. 
It is an open secret that the 
problem  in both the ADCs 
is that the Councils arc over­
staffed, yet the state govern­
ment. it seems, is oblivious to 
the issue and is not concerned 
with solving the problems that 
the two ADC's arc facing.

The other problem that has 
becom e a point o f  conflict 
betw een  the  sla te  govern ­
ment and the A D Cs is that 
m any b ills  passed  by the 
ADCs arc still pending with 
the state governm ent. And 
the severest conflict between 
the sta te  and the A D Cs is 
Para 12 (A), which gives the 
sta te  governm ent an upper 
hand over the ADCs in ease 
there is  a conflicting issue 
and the state rules override 
the ADCs". The future o f  the 
ADCs also largely depends 
on the outcome o f  the move 
to amend the Sixth Schedule 
through the C onstitutional 
(One Hundred Twenty-Fifth 
Amendments) Bill. 2019.

It is therefore for the ben­
efit o f  all the political parties 
in the state and the tribals o f  
the three AD Cs that before 
they decide to  plunge into 
campaigning in the election to 
the ADCs, the parties should 
try to com c up with solutions 
on how to solve some o f  the 
problems flagged here.

Diplom acy  
needed to 

bring peace 
to M anipur

Editor,
The state capital o f  Ma­

nipur is the centre o f  com­
m e rc ia l a n d  governance  
hub  for a ll c om m un ities  
that reside in the state. Hie 
v ita lity  is  accentuated by 
the presence o f  central and 
state offices and academic 
institutes that cater to higher 
studies. It is disheartening 
to  hear stories o f atrocities 
tha t w ere  p layed ou t by 
both sides o f  the belliger­
e n t com m unity. D ialogue 
and diplomacy should have 
been  em ployed  and  w ho 
better than the s:atc govern­
ment run by the m ajority  
com m unity with historical 
records dating back to the 
15th Century and a  40 scat 
share in the state legislature 
out o f  a mere total o f  60, to 
take on that task.

I f  one is an ardent fol­
lower o f  English dailies that 
are published from Imphal, 
the editorials arc filled with 
one sided narratives to prop­
agate the chauv nism o f  the 
larger community without 
ob jectively  exp loring  the
facts and root ciukck o f  the
tribal sentiment*. The elec­

tronic media does no better 
when the language o f  tribal 
protesters in the hills were 
dubbed as "M yanm ar’s" and 
the ignorant s ta te  govern­
ment would see no citizens, 
always insurgents.

T ravelling from Imphal 
to Churachandpur (Lamka), 
you w ill w itness sw athes 
o f  open fields o f  the Imphal 
Valley surrounded by  roll­
ing hills. Now, in the name 
o f  pro tec ting  w ildlife and 
ecology, land previously not 
surveyed have been declared 
part o f  W ildlife Sanctuar­
ies or Protected Forest, and 
if  one  doesn ’t reside on  a 
hillock, the growing urban 
areas  have  been  decla red  
Wetlands, since it w as once 
a paddy field, at least 6  C hief 
Ministers ago.

What pains me personally 
is, when a village w hose se t­
tlement rights were granted 
by the British, was dem ar­
cated to be w ithin a Protected 
Forest to  push forw ard the 
many insidious schem es o f  
the government. This drove 
the point home that tribals arc 
no longer safe in Manipur.

The Meiteis first cry w olf 
and  d e m an d e d  the  In n e r  
Line Permit (ILP) to protect 
against o u tsiders en tering  
the state; then they declare 
tribal se ttlem ents invalid.
Then  w ith the trium virate
celebration o f  the High Court

judgem ent te lling  govern­
ment to start the process for 
granting ST status to Meiteis. 
Now they are crying for a 
national register o f  citizcns 
(NRC). If you put the pieces 
together you can clearly see 
the sinister design o f  the state 
masquerading as welfare.

In the gu ise  o f  earn ing  
brow n ie  p o in ts  a nd  w ith 
wide national coverage  o f  
a burning Manipur, it is  de­
meaning to see the majority 
community o f  the 'Jewel o f 
India' parroting a Hindu ver­
sus Christian narrative in the 
current predicament.

Wc can only hope that this 
tim e a perm anent solution 
can be evo lved  to  sa tisfy  
both com m unities, through 
dialogue and deliberations, 
with the condition that all 
insurgent groups o f  the com ­
munity comc within an SOO 
(Suspension o f  O peration) 
framework.

Yours etc..
KC Pau 

Shillong-6

On culture, 
morality & 

worldviews: Need 
for public exchange

your cstccmec daily has seen 
a b r ie f  exchange betw een 
th is  w riter and Mr. Glenn
C. Kharkongor through the 
following letters: 'Protect the 
children' by John Saitkhuid 
on 29th April, 2023. 'Culture 
and  children’ by G lenn C. 
K h arkongo r on 3rd May.
2023, 'Protcct children across 
cultures' by John Saitkhuid 
on May 5.2023.

One reader that has read 
the exchange w ith interest 
is  D ccpa M ajum dar. H er 
response  to  ihe exchange 
w as expressed through her 
letter titled 'Modernity over- 
sexualised’ w'tich was pub­
lished on M ay6 .2023. While 
the initial letter by this writer 
w as c o n ce n tra te d  on the  
single event and the need to 
protcct the physical boundar­
ies o f  childrcr,. it seems that 
the exchange that followed 
has skimmed the surface o f  
deeper issues iuch as moral­
ity. culture, objective truth, 
modernity, serialisation, that 
cannot be addressed satisfac­
torily through this column.

For instance, the point 
raised  by K harkongor r e ­
garding the B blical proverb 
'spare the rod and spoil the 
child' and how many Chris­
tian countries now outlaw  
child beating, touches on the 
tension betw een ob jective

morality vs culture. Yet. the 
same writer justifies tl>c Dalai 
Lama incident on the grounds 
o f  culture. Also. Dccpa Ma­
jum dar has touchcd on the re­
lationship hctween modernity 
and scxualisation. However, 
this w riter has not appealed to 
modernity o r modem values 
as the basis o f  his contention 
at all. but to factual incidents 
in our world, i.e. the  abuse 
o f  children. In fact, moder­
nity is the antithesis to this 
writer's worldview. Contrary 
to  M ajum dar's statem ents, 
modernity has in fact norma­
lised children's exposure to 
sexuality, such as exposing 
pre puberty children to ideas 
o f  gender fluidity. Titus, mo­
dernity is not the grounds on 
which this writer’s contention 
is based, but rather, the fac­
tual incidents o f  child abuse 
that exist in reality. A lso. 
Dccpa Majumdar considers 
infallibility a divine poten­
tia l and  even the  essence  
o f  human nature. Even if  I 
grant her that, potential docs 
not equal p resen t reality . 
And we cannot assume that 
any priest, o r holy man. has 
achieved that potential. But I 
do not believe that infallibil­
ity  is the potential o r essence 
o f  human nature. But again, 
this touchcson deeper issues 
tha t canno t be  ad d re ssed

sa tisfac to rily  th rough  this 
'Letters' column.

M y c o n c lu s io n  to  th is  
whole exchange is this: That 
we are touching on issues that 
arc bigger than one isolated 
event. From this exchange, 
we can see that the points 
o f  d iflcrcnccs betw een this 
w riter  and K harkongor or 
Ms. Majumdar. does not arise 
simply by our interpretation 
o f  the single event o f  con­
cern. but by our worldviews, 
and more importantly, by the 
grounds on which our differ­
ing w orldview s stand. It is 
rooted in doctrine, whether 
religious, cultural, o r natural. 
T hus, th e se  issues cannot 
be satisfac torily  addressed 
through an exchange in this 
column. There is a dire need 
for a public debate on this ten­
sion between differing world­
views. that this exchange has 
touchcd upon, and this w riter 
is more than willing to have 
such an exchange w ith any 
person from the other side.

Yours ctc..
John Saitkhuid.

Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they arc sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

detail* will be published.

Garo Hills State
By B M  Lanong

There i» nothing absurd 
nor strange about the grow­
ing voices from G aro Hills 
region, all wanting to have a 
separate Siatc o f  their own. 
a fte r  hav ing  sha red  w ith 
Khasi-Jaintia H ills for over 
fifty years a s  o f  now. There 
is nothing wrong either, with 
the demand for shifting o f  
the S ta te  C apita l to  G aro  
Hills during winter, the way 
it is practised in Jammu and 
Kashmir, though the shifting 
there is for a valid reason, 
due lo winier and snowfalls, 
whereas the issue here has 
nothing to  do with weather; 
it is perhaps, more for trial 
run o f  the impending state, 
which is fair enough too and 
why not?

The only draw back will 
be in term* o f  hither-thither 
sh if tin g  o f  pe rsonnel and  
the wherewithal which will 
be qu ite  i  burden  upon a 
virtually cash-strapped State, 
already in a burden o f  how to 
clear the overdrafts and other 
backlog expenses, including

especially  in West Khasi 
Hills and Ri-Bhoi. They all 
mingle as one.

Almost all the major trib­
al communities in the North 
E ast h av e  be en  b le s se d  
w ith a  State o f  the ir own, 
inc lud ing  the N agas and 
th e  M i /o s .  b a r r in g  the 
M ik irs. o the rw ise  know n 
also a s the K arbis. whose 
le a d e rs  fo u g h t to g e th e r  
relentlessly w ith the Khasi- 
Pnars a nd  the  G aros for 
S ta te h o o d . T hey  arc  yet 
to m ake their vo ice  heard, 
though  recen tly , severa l 
innocent K hasi-Pnar fann ­
ers o f  M ukroh v illage were 
gunned dow n for no good 
re a so n . H o p e fu lly  su c h  
types o f  unprovoked m as­
sacres, follow ed by recent 
incursions in  several parts 
o f  Jaintia H ills d istrict have 
no lin k  w ith  S ta te h o o d  
preparations. Take the case 
o f  M eghalaya, which w as 
born  w ithout shedd ing  a 
drop o f  blood, whose Satya- 
graha agenda o f  Mahatma

“Those who question the size o f  the 
would-be bifurcated Garo State, should  

better look into reason and compare 
with several other states in India, like 
Goa, Sikkint, Tripura, Mizoram and  
some others, without forgetting the 

Union Territory' o f  Delhi. Garo Hills 
with 24 Assembly seats, is equally de­

serving fro m  that count also, on merit. ”

that o f  employees. It will be 
quite an uphill task for the 
sa g ac io u s C h ie f  M in is ter  
Mr. Conrad Sangm a, who. 
however. will not miss the 
opportunity  to  take in  his 
stride, that nothing stands on 
his way foi a good cause and 
to fulfill the aspirations o f  all. 
comc w lntm ay; the common 
youthful challenges!

Those who question the 
size o f  the would-bc bifur­
c a te d  G aro S ta te , sh o u ld  
better look into reason and 
com pare with several other 
s ta te s  in India, like  G oa. 
S ikkim . Tripura. M izoram 
and  som e o the rs , w ithout 
forgetting t ic Union Territory 
o f  Delhi. Caro H ills with 24

G an d h i, ap p ea led  to  the  
hearts o f  national leaders in 
Delhi and elsewhere.

Roster System  Issue
It may not be stale as yet 

to delve into this inconclu­
sive Roster System  in our 
study, though this subject 
had initially gone berserk, 
e specially  on the ticklish 
issue  o f  p ro spec tive  and 
re trospective  tim e factor, 
where many views and reac­
tions for and against, have 
been expressed and debated 
among the public at large, 
w hich  d e b a te s  how ever, 
seem to have comc to a  near 
se ttle m e n t, w h e th e r  one  
likes it o r  lum ps it, w ith 
the llo n ’blc High Court o f

liAlmost all the major tribal 
communities in  the North East have 

been blessed with a State o f  their own, 
including the Sagas and the Mizos, 
barring the Mikirs, otherwise known  

also as the Karbis, whose leaders fo ugh t 
together relentlessly with the 

Kliasi-Pnars and the Garos fo r  State­
hood. They are yet to m ake their voice 

heard, though recently, several innocent 
Khasi-Pnar farm ers o f  M ukroh village 

were gunned down fo r  no good reason. ”

A ssem bly seats, is equally 
deserv ing  from  that count 
a lso, on merit. T he  Khasi- 
Pnars have alongside with 
the G aros. fought together 
for bifurcating a state from 
the erstwhile unified Assam, 
under the leadership o f  Capt. 
W.A.Sangna and others from 
Khasi and laintia Hills, until 
fina lly  Parliam ent passed 
the ’Assam Reorganisation 
(Meghalaya) Act 1969’. Wc 
owe a lot io and admire the 
sacrificc of our leaders who, 
in unison, managed to con­
vert the dr:am s for creation 
o f  M eghalaya  S la te , in to  
reality. Th< Khasi-Pnar elder 
brothers, going by at least the 
larger land-mass size o f  the 
State, shodd  hold no ill-will 
o r a sense of remorse on this 
proposed bifurcation issue, it 
should rather be a memorable 
complement to  wish the Garo 
brothers and sisters to have 
their dreanis comc true in an 
exquisite style, fait-accompli. 
O ur dccp-rootcd bonds will 
never end. so  long as this 
historic exercise, join tly  or­
ganised and succeeded, lasts 
in memory O ver and above, 
tho u san d s o f  G aro s  w ho  
h a w  comc from don't-know- 
whete, arc permanent settlers 
in large areas o f  Khasi Hills.

M eghalaya, having given 
its Suo-Moto order recently 
in April, while dism issing 
the P1L p e t i t io n  o f  o ne  
G .M .Sangm a on the issue.

It may be recalled that 
M eghalaya a s a new bom 
S ta te  in  Ja n u a ry  1972 , 
while d ispensing its initial 
du tie s a s an A utonom ous 
State had not m entioned the 
Roster System in the ( Reso­
lution) No-PER 222/71/138 
da ted  12 .01 .1972 , r e la t­
ing to  em ploym ent policy, 
which indicated the Quota 
System for different tribes 
o f  th e  S ta te . T h is  c o n ­
tending Roster System  on 
em ploym ent cam c about, 
apparently with c ftcct from 
May 10,2022 w hich system 
will be applicab le  only for 
the category o f  those who 
are form ally appointed.

Now the ball is in the 
c o u rt o f  th e  S ta te  g o v ­
ernm ent. especially  w hen 
th e  H ig h  C o u r t, h a v ing  
dism issed the above peti­
tion o f  Mr. Sangm a. also 
cast a duty upon the State 
governm ent, to decide  on 
the co v ctc d  c u t-o ff  date, 
the Executiv e being the right 
au thority  to  exam ine and 
settle the matter on the merit 
o f  the issue.
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* I f  y o u  choose not to  decide, yo u  still 
have m ade a  choice. ”

—  Neil P eart

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
MIII.I.ONG, Tl'ESDAY, NIAV 9.2023

N epotism  over M erit
NEPOTISM sesps through the governance system 
of Meghalaya from job appointments to national and 
international jaunts. Nepotism is a blatant display of 
favouritism towards certain individuals for reasons 
ranging from exchange o f money or favours, so­
cial ties, or family and kinship ties. It gives birth to 
cronyism that destroys institutions at their core. In 
Meghalaya a person only has to have the right con­
nections to be able to climb the ladder o f opportunity 
not through the front door. It has to be the backdoor, 
always. The infamous white ink scam in the Educa­
tion Department over which the CBI is sitting on 
and the Courts have not given their final ruling yet 
is a case in point. In this case primary school teach­
ers who did noi qualify were appointed in place of 
those that earned their appointment through sheer 
hard work. But merit was given a go by. Influence 
trumped merit and this is just one case that came to 
light because the teachers approached the courts. Not 
everyone, however, has the wherewithal to knock on 
the doors o f the temples o f justice because legal fees 
are prohibitive. So, people take it anti lump it but also 
nurcc deep grievances against the entire system.

Unfortunately due to want o f public action these 
acts o f  nepotism are repeated ad nauseum and leave 
more scare. People feel helpless and it dawns on 
them that 'justice' at least in Meghalaya is a far 
cry. The recent .-all for nomination of two names of 
filmmakers by the Union Ministry o f Information & 
Public Relations has turned into a needless contro­
versy when the names o f two deserving film makers 
from Meghalaya who have also earned a name for 
themselves nationally and internationally and whose 
names were recommended by the State l&PR De­
partment were unceremoniously dropped. It would 
appear that ccnain forces are at work to derail the 
process o f governance and departmental autonomy, 
for in this case, someone from the Tourism Depart­
ment appears tohavc pulled the strings to ensure that 
their cronies arc represented at Cannes.

This power olay at the top levels o f the bureau­
cracy has been evident for some ycare now in the 
M e g h a la y a  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  it d o e s  n o t a u g u r  w ell

for the state. The State Chief Secretary who has the 
overall authority in ensuring the smooth functioning 
o f the bureaucratic hierarchy has to step in and assert 
his authority to ensure that no bureaucratic oversteps 
his/her limits. Each time opportunities open up for 
deserving people to travel abroad to expand their 
horizons, it is found that their chances are scuttled 
by someone in the government. This cannot and 
should not be allowed to happen. Justice and fair­
ness must prevail. The elected too must assert their 
authority in the right direction. Enough o f nepotism 
and injustice! Let merit win the day!

Matrilineal to patrilineal: 
what is the cost?

In the last few weeks, there 
have been a lot o f  discussions 
on the issue o f  whether the 
m a trilin eal sy stem  o f  the 
K hasi-Jaintia has ou tlived  
its usefulness and a change 
to the patrilineal system  is 
much m ore desirable. This is 
not a  new issue; it has been 
raised in the past and most 
probably will be raised in the 
future as w ell. Surrounded 
by patrilineal societies, the 
pressure to conform to what 
is considered 'm ainstream ' 
is very strong. W hatever the 
argum ents m ade by  those 
who arc advocating for the 
change, behind all that is the 
desire to ’fit in," which drives 
the dem and. T he K H AD C 
has opposed such a move and 
directed that the ST certifi­
cates should only be issued to 
those who use their m other's 
surnam e, a s  m andated  by 
the Khasi Hills Autonomous 
District Khasi Custom s So­
cial Lineage Act. 1997. The 
reason given for this strong 
move is the need to  protect 
age-old traditional custom ­
ary practices. W hile I think 
the move is a  b it strong, 1 do 
support the need to  protect 
our m atrilineal system. This 
is not only for m aintaining 
the iden tity  o f  the  K hasi- 
Jaintia a s  a  distinctive ethnic 
group, but a s an indigenous 
group as well, which could 
have ram ifications beyond 
ju st confusion in the kinship 
rules.

In In d ia , the  w o rd  in ­
digenous is not considered 
synonymous with tribes, first 
peoples o r nations, aborigi­
nes. ethnic groups. Adivasi. 
o r  Janjati. T he ofiicial posi­
tion is  tha t triba ls survive 
but not as indigenous people. 
Instead, in India, the official 
term used to catcgorizc such 
groups is ‘Scheduled Tribes' 
(ST), based on Article 366 
o f  the Indian Constitution, 
w hich g ives pow er to  the 
P residen t o f  India to  n o ­
tify any group as Scheduled 
Tribes in relation to a par­
ticular state or union te rri­
tory. Though not spelled out 
in the Indian C onstitution. 
Scheduled Tribes have been 
identified to  have the follow­
ing features: ( i) indications o f  
primitive traits: (ii) distinc- 
tivcculturcs:(iii) geographi­
cal isolation; (iv) shyness o f  
contact with the community 
at large: and (v) backw ard­
ness. This is not far from how 
the erstwhile colonists view 
the indigenous communities 
in the Americas. Russia, the 
Arctic region and many parts 
o f  the Pacific. Discrimination 
and harassment subsequently 
follow. And it is here that the

By Bhogtorum Mawrolt

international framework for 
indigenous peoples becomes 
very important.

i  he International Labour 
Organization (1LO) C onven­
tion 169 pu ts forw ard tw o 
crite ria  for identifying in ­
digenous peoples: subjective 
and objective.The objective 
c rite r io n  is descen t from  
popula tions that inhabited  
the  country  or geo g rap h i­
ca l reg ion  al the  tim e  o f  
co n q u est, co lon iza tion  o r 
establishment o f present state 
boundaries, and’or retention 
o f  som e social, econom ic , 
cultural, and political insti­
tutions irrespective o f  their 
legal status. The subjective 
criterion is sdf-idcntification 
a t the individual level and 
being accepted by the com ­
munity a s  a member. Let's  
first look at the objective  
criteria to try and understand
the antccedcm o f  the Khasi- 
Jaintia in the history o f  the 
sub-continent.

T h e  2013  p a p e r  'T w o  
thousand years o f  iron smelt­
ing in the Klusi Hills. Me­
ghalaya, North East India'by 
Pawcl Prokop and Ircncusz 
S u lig a  h a s  revealed  tha t 
iron smelting, an important 
industry for the Khasis dur­
ing the pre-colonial period, 
has been practiced in these 
hills for a t least 2000 years. 
According to the authors, the 
m anufacturing  technology  
appears to be o f  indigenous 
origin, which means that it 
was developed by the Khasi- 
Jaintia on their own. This, 
o f  course, must have taken a 
lot o f  tim e, and therefore the 
date  o f  arrival o f  the Khasis 
in the region is  much ear­
lier than 2000 years, maybe 
3000 -4000 years ago. In fact, 
the same paper also mentions 
that, based on previous stud­
ies, it is assumed that "the 
K hasi and  Jaintia g roups, 
be lo n g in g  to th e  A ustro- 
Asiatic language family, mi­
grated from Southeast Asia 
and spread up to the tower 
G anges a rou rd  3000 BC." 
o r 5000 years ago. The date 
is confinncd b ro ther studies 
as well. In 20IS.A mn Kumar 
and his colleagues published 
their paper. ’A late Neolithic 
expansion o f  V chromosomal 
haplogroupO Zal -M95 from 
east to west". It w as on the 
orig in  and  d»»persal o f  Y- 
ch rom osom al hap log roup  
0 2 a l  -M95. which distribut­
ed across the Austro Asiatic 
speak ing  bell o f  E ast and  
South Asia. i£ .. it is found 
among the Khasi-Jaintia. The 
studv found that 0 2 a l-M 9 5

carrying people spread to the 
sub-continent from the East, 
most probably from Laos, ar­
riving in the N orth East (i.e.. 
most probably with the Kha­
si-Jaintia now- mostly found 
in present day Meghalaya) in 
the late Neolithic period, i.e.. 
around 4000 BCE and 2000 
HCH, o r 6500 and 4000 years 
ago. The latter is a  critical 
date since it w as around 4000 
years ago. that the M unda 
and the K hasi-Jaintia shared 
a com m on ancestor. These 
dates are  very important.

It w as around 2600 BCE 
(4600  ye a rs  ag o ) tha t the 
Indus V alley C iv iliza tion  
w as beginning to gain promi­
nence. B ut by 3500 years 
ago, i.e., it b id  declined, and 
then there is record o f  the 
arrival o f  the Indo-European 
language speakers w ho gave 
rise to  the 16 Mahajanapa-
das, kingdom s o r oligarchic 
re p u b lic s  tha t e x is te d  in 
ancient India from the sixth 
to the fourth centuries BCE. 
It was during this time H in­
duism , Buddhism, and Jain­
ism  em erged a s im portant 
re lig io u s  ide o lo g ie s . T he 
M ahajanapadas in turn gave 
rise to  the M auryan Empire, 
the Gupta Em pire, and the 
like. Then the Delhi Sultan­
ate rose a s a pow erful po ­
litical force during the 13th 
Century, culminating into the 
M ughal Empire, followed by 
the arrival o f  the British, and 
the birth o f  the m odem  state 
o f  India post-1947.

Through all these chang­
es, the Khasi-Jaintia and their 
A ustro  A sia tic  cousin , the 
Munda. endured. They held 
on to  the ir own social, eco­
nomic. cultural, and political 
institutions with som e influ­
ences from the surrounding 
reg ion , no doub t. F or the 
K hasi-Jaintia. the  pressure 
to  conform must have been 
m ore im m ense since they 
are  matrilineal and  distinct 
from other groups, whether 
ind igenous o r  not. A very 
com m on experience o f  in ­
digenous peoples all over the 
world is the discriminatory, 
patronising, and paternalis­
tic attitude o f  the  dominant 
groups towards them because 
o f  their distinctive identity. 
But despite that, they have 
d e c id e d  to  m a in ta in  tha t 
identity, as have the Khasi- 
Jaintia. T his is w hat is meant 
by the subjective criterion o f  
self-identification, w hich, in 
simple words, means a group 
and its members identifying 
them selves as being ind ig­
enous despite the negative

connotations associated with 
it in terms o f  political, social, 
and cultural aspects. And it 
is here that the danger lies in 
the dem and for changing the 
lineage system from m atri­
lineal to patrilineal, the loss 
o f  indigenous identity, and 
the memory o f  the ancestors 
who. despite all challenges, 
decided not to fit in with the 
m ainstream.

It is , how ever, no t the  
ease that Khasi-Jaintia were 
not aware o f  the patrilineal 
traditions. In fact, they did 
use them to enrich the system 
but not to break it. something 
tha t is be ing  p roposed  by 
those w ho w ant to changc 
thc system from matrilineal 
to  pa trilineal. In the Bhoi 
reg ion , th e re  is  a  type  o f  
m atrimonial alliance known 
asShim -Bhoi. Incases where 
a family has only male ch il­
d ren , in o rder to keep the 
p roperly  w ith in  the sam e 
elan, brides are  sought from 
the Karbi clans (who follow 
the patrilineal system ) rather 
than the  m a trilineal Bhoi 
c lans. The children get the 
father's surnam e, and if  they 
in turn have female children 
o f  their own. the matrilineal 
system  is  adopted. So the 
patrilineal system  is  used, 
but in  relation to a Khasi- 
Jaintia man marrying a non- 
Khasi-Jaintia woman, not for 
m arriages between members 
o f  the same group. This in­
novation w as to ensure that 
the resources o f  the com m u­
nity w ere  not appropriated 
by other groups. Is there a 
s im ilar threat that com pels 
those m embers o f  the Khasi- 
Jaintia community w ho want 
to adopt a patrilineal custom? 
That is som ething only they 
can answer. Even if  that were 
the case . I d o n 't believe a 
system that has lasted around
6.000 years (in this region at 
least) is so fragile tha t it has 
to change now bccausc some 
people  want to  hold on to 
som e more property.

T he m a trilineal system  
is  the bed rock  o f  K hasi- 
Jaintia identity as indigenous 
people. It is also a  homage 
to  the  ancestors w ho kept 
hold o f  their identity despite 
the m any  challenges they 
faced throughout many gen­
erations. And it is imperative 
that th is  trad ition  be kept 
a live, fo r w ithou t it, 1 am 
a fraid w e will be a people 
without identity and without 
history. That. I hope, is not 
the fate o f  our people.

(The view s expressed  in 
the article are those o f  the 
author a n d  do no t reflect in 
any way his affiliation to  any  
organization o r  institution)

The Cannes 
controversy
Editor,
T h e  c o n tro v e rsy  s u r ­

rounding the participation 
o f  representatives from M e­
ghalaya to the Cannes Film 
Festival, arguably one  o f  the 
most important venue in the 
film festival calendar, lias put 
the State in a bad light.

It was a go ldei opportu­
nity for Meghalaya to  send 
two am ong its most creative 
representatives to a festival 
tha t boasts  o f  a m arriage  
between art and commerce. 
The m atter w as sim ple. A 
letter from Joint Secretary 
Films. M inistry o f  Informa­
tion and  Broadcasting, had 
com e to the nodal depart­
ment to  select and recom ­
mend representatives for an 
exposure visit to  C annes to 
allow  them  to bring back 
learning experiences to the 
State  to  be fu rtle r  shared 
w ith crea tive  individuals . 
H owever, a simple exercise 
w as turned into a needless 
exhibition o f  pow er equa­
tion with vested in terests, 
reducing the Stale 's image 
todust in the cycso f the film 
fraternity, the Government o f  
India, and  the Embassy o f  
France in India, while e m ­
barrassing the S tae  G overn­
ment and its functioning in 
the eves o f  its own people. It 
is pathetic to see a deserving 
filmm aker w ithdrawing his 
candidature from something 
which would hav; done his 
craft a w orld o f  good. It now 
transpires that he w as sold 
by vested interests, who had 
their ow n interest* to serve.

W hat is  a lso  surprising 
is the role o f  a  department 
(read bureaucrat) which has

no locus standi to nominate 
the film makers. It has not 
only usurped the function o f  
a legitim ate department but 
also recommended a choice 
which has left a bad taste in 
the mouth. W hat the entire 
episode has done is to  show 
that the Minister o f  the l&PR 
has no control over her ow n 
departm ent, nor in fluence 
in the Cabinet. Her exp la­
nation to  the media on the 
controversy betrays a sense 
ol helplessness knowing that 
the bureaucrat in  question 
wields a lot o f  clout. It would 
b e  interesting to watch what 
action the C h ief M inister as 
the final arbiter take in this 
case o r  i f  he w ill ju st look 
the other way.

The l&PR Minister should 
have ensured that the indi­
viduals who got themselves 
nominated through deceit in 
the first place arc withdrawn. 
I f  this is not done, her au­
thority will be eroded for all 
tim es to come, with the same 
principles applying to other 
departments.

The name o f  Com mander 
Shangpliang, the president 
o f  a film m akers’ body o f  
no  c o n seq u e n ce , a n d  h is  
p ro x im ity  to  th e  p ow ers  
(hat be has also raised the 
heck les o f  top  film m akers 
w ho have w on national and 
international recognition for 
the ir w ork. T he individual 
in  question  w as a llocated  
a  huge sum  o f  m oney  to  
conduct an international film 
festival, which did not cut ice 
with the people at large. The 
halls were largely empty, and 
awareness w as non-existent. 
T h e  standard explanation 
fo r h is nom ination is that 
because  he  has conducted 
a su c ce ss fu l f e s t iv a l, he 
deserved  to  be in  C annes

to represent the State. This 
sta tem ent com es from  the 
s a m e  D ep a rtm en t w hich  
has allotted his Organization 
the m oney to  conduct the 
Festival w ith  no accoun t­
ing procedures, checks, and 
balances (already reported 
in a  section o f  the media). 
T here are  talks that the or­
ganiza tion  ow es money to 
many vendors, and that ac­
c ounting  p rocedures have 
been bypassed by the same 
individual.

T he m a tte r  should  no t 
end merely with the cancel­
lation o f  the nominations but 
the Augean stables must be 
cleaned. As the head o f  the 
bureaucracy, it is a lso  en ­
joined on the C h ief Secretary 
to take suo moto cognizance 
to probe the transgression o f  
bureaucratic procedures and 
the authority-responsibility 
principal be laid dow n in no 
uncertain term s.

It m ust be ensured that 
in future, the over-arching 
powers o f  a single individual 
do not derail opportunities 
that com e to  the  fledgling 
a rt and  culture industry in 
the State. This development 
deserves to be condemned in 
the  strictest possible terms 
a nd  le ssons b e  d raw n up 
to prevent a repeat o f  such 
incidents.

By the way, the very man­
ner in  w hich the recen tly  
concluded M eghalaya Inter­
national Film  Festival was 
conductcd m ust com e into 
public scrutiny bccausc a lot 
is at stake for the G overn­
m ent and  the State. There 
w as no candle  to light the 
inam 'iiral lamp Ri-nmvm-H 
actor Adil H ussain saved the 
situation by fishing out a cig­
arette lighter from his pocket 
and doing the needful. Let us

not forget tha. this event w as 
funded  a nd  sponsored  by 
the Department o f  Tourism 
and hence funded out o f  the 
public exchequer.

Yours etc..
Pynshailang Lyngdoh, 

Via email

Ranking o f  
freedom  o f  

press further 
lowered

Editor.
In d ia 's  w orld  rank ing  

in press freedom is further 
lowered whereas the ranking 
o f  Pakistan and Afghanistan 
is better than that o f  India's. 
W hy it is so? I quote here 
tw o instances w hich  hap­
pened rccenily  and  which 
w ill explain why the ranking 
o f  this country v isa  vis press 
freedom lias plummeted.

Case 1
T h is  case  is rela ted  to 

CPM Rajya Sabha member 
and w ho is also the best par­
liamentarian. He has written 
an article in a newspaper and 
titled. ‘Perils o f propaganda.’ 
But a BJP leader from Kerala 
m ade a complaint to Chair­
m an , R a jya  S abha under 
Section 153A and  acco rd ­
ing ly  the Chairm an had a 
discussion with Rajya Sabha 
m em ber B ri.tas. N ow  the 
question arises whether India 
allow s free speech?

Case 2
A p ress  rep o rte r  from  

D elh i v isited  A A P party  
clinic for reporting but the 
lady reporter was booked by 
Punjab policc under various 
criminal sections and had to

approach high court for bail. 
In the  media it is  reported 
that the  same reporter had 
h ig h lig h ted  th e  K ejrivval 
official home renovation epi­
sode and it is  for this reason 
that she was harassed. Can 
w e call ourselves a dem oc­
racy that allow s freedom o f  
expression  and pursu it o f  
truth?

W hen various functions 
a re  ha p p en in g  a s  p a rt o f  
the G 20 con fc rc n cc  such 
news reports really tam ish 
the image o f  the country. It 
is said that D emocracy is a 
governm ent o f  the people, 
by the people a nd  fo r the 
people. But w hen th is de­
m ocracy is converted  into 
Buy the people. Far from the 
people and O ff  the people 
then ranking  is au to m ati­
cally downgraded. It is worth 
m entioning that ratings can 
be improved by the govern­
ment only.

India had seen the black 
d a y s  o f  em ergency  w hen 
there  w as  su p p ress io n  o f  
free expression so there is no 
need o f  elaborating the same 
as  that period is in the past. 
How press freedom has been 
gagged can be  judged from 
the ranking as India's rank­
ing in the 2023 world press 
freedom index has slipped to 
161 out o f  180 according to 
the latest report released by 
the global media watchdog. 
Reporters without Borders 
(RWB).

RW B, headquartered in 
Paris and which has a con­
sultative status with the UN 
releases an annual report the 
objective o f  which is to com ­
pare and quantify the level 
o f  press freedom  en joyed

by journalists and media in 
180 coun tries . N atura lly  
the Press C lub o f  India has 
voiced deep concern over the 
country 's continuous dow n­
w ard spiral in the index. For 
developing dem ocracies in 
the global South where deep 
pockets o f  inequities exist, 
the m edia's role cannot be 
overemphasized. Constraints 
o n  p ress  freedom  d ue  to 
hostile working conditions 
and  threats to the physical 
a nd  m ental safety o f  pe r­
so n n e l s e v e re ly  im p a c ts  
the  ability  o f  journalists to 
gather, select, produce and 
d is s e m in a te  new s in  the  
public interest independent 
o f  political, economic, legal 
and social interference. Pie 
present right w ing authori­
tarian regim e has ensured 
tha t w hateve r vestiges o f  
th e  fre e  p ress  rem a in  in 
India a re  gagged  o r  m ade 
totally beholden to  the ruing 
dispensation. Wc should all 
hang our heads in collective 
sham e a t th is dubious d is­
tinction: the addition o f  yet 
another rotten feather in our 
over-feathered cap.

In the final analysis wc as 
com m on c itizens can only 
p ray  and  expect from  the 
governm ent that necessary 
s teps a rc  taken to improve 
the press freedom  ranking 
so  that the sanctity o f  democ­
racy is safeguarded.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan 

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page  a re  
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  lim e s

Polls and the 
paradox in 
Karnataka

By Jagdish Rattanani
Without delving into what 

the Karnataka elections hold 
and which way the wind will 
blow, it can be safely said 
that this s  an election that 
has signilicancc well beyond 
the immediate. In fact, rarely 
has a Stale election been as 
important for the nation as 
the one in Karnataka now. 
For w hat wc are seeing is not 
ju st one  election battle but 
a fight fo- a larger message 
that this electoral outcome 
will send out to  India and 
the world. M ost observers 
( irre sp ec tiv e  o f  p o litica l 
leanings) w ould agree that 
the resulis o f  this election 
will cany significant im pli­
cations for Indian politics 
into 2024 and beyond.

T his is a  place o f  privi­
leg e  fo r th«* Siai«* and  iu  
c lcc toratcofover 52 million. 
It also phccs an enorm ous 
responsibility on the people 
o f  K amakata.a Slate that has 
been a p oncer in science, 
technology and innovation. 
In popular Indian imagina­
tion, the Suite continues to 
be at the Dp in building new 
and modem tech-based solu­
tions. Fot example, it leads 
the nation in total installed 
pow er o f  g rid -in terac tive  
renewable energy. It is fer­
tile  g round for a host o f  
start-ups and the angels who 
g ive  stari-ups their fuel to 
play around and experiment. 
T he State has 42 per cent o f  
India's total o f  95 unicorns. 
It has over 13,000 start-ups 
now.

M ore than 40 years ago 
in this State was etched the 
story o f  Infosys tha t w ent 
o n  to show case India as a 
g lo b a l so ftw are  se rv ice s  
pow erhouse , k ick sta rting  
(alongside TCS and others) 
a revolution that has over 
f ive  million people  in d i­
rect employment and many 
tim es thiit number indirectly. 
Infosys and its best-known 
founder N R N arayana Mur- 
thy poularised messages o f  
integrity and how a straight 
path can help build a long­
term business. These stories 
have  been to ld  ag ain  and 
a gain  in  educa tional and  
business institutions across 
India. They marked a m od­
e rn  sto ry  o f  g row th  with 
values.

A new high in this story 
o f  business for good, values 
in the  lead and  a spiritual 
outlook o:‘giving away came 
again Iron  Karnataka in the 
leadership o f  A zim Premji 
a nd  h is jiv in g  pledge: ” 1 
strongly i>clieve that those 
o f  us. who a re  priv ileged  
to  have wealth, should con­
tribute  significantly to try 
a nd  crca:c a better world 
for die millions w ho arc far 
less privileged. I will con­
tinue to act on this belief." 
Premji. him self the creator 
o f  W iproas an IT giant, cut 
new ground and becam e In ­
d ia 's  tallest business leader 
when he pledged to raise his 
total Ii fctimc giv ing to  USD

billion in 7019 '
E very  studen t in India 

know s these stories. They 
show case  K arnataka  a s  a 
State  tha: looks to the fu­
tu re  a nd  pushes ahead  to 
m eet the  needs o f  a bold, 
m odern , g lo b a lise d  India 
where Indians are not only 
the consuners but important 
suppliers o f talent and ideas. 
It epitom ised professional 
excdlence. a spirit o f  service 
a s  w ell as resilience  and  
humility. Vet. this is also the 
State that has hit the national 
headlines for other reasons, 
like  the  ugly con troversy  
force-created by interested 
groups ori w hether girls can 
wear the lijab in colleges 
the so-callcd hijab row. The 
pictures and utterances that 
emerged at the height o f  the 
c on troversy  in  Feb. 2022 
presen ted  K arnataka  in a 
less than favourable light, a 
State that w as seen a recent 
increase  in cases o f  com ­
munal violence. Last year, 
the  State H om e M in ister  
A raga  Jran e n d ra  to ld  the 
Legislative A ssem bly that 
the  State had recorded 63 
instances o f  communal vio­
lence since Jan. 2019 (Jan. 
I. 2019 to Feb. 15. 2022). 
w ith  no convictions as o f

Feb. 2022. T his translated to 
one com m unal disturbance 
every 18 days in a  little over 
three ycare.

T he last days o f  a bitterly 
c o n tes ted  a n d  im portan t 
e lec tion  arc  once against 
s e e in g  the  push  to w a rd s 
a com m unal agenda, with 
the BJP putting its energies 
in defence o f  the Bajrang 
D al. T h e  P rim e  M in ister  
Narendra Modi h im self led 
with ’ Bajrang Bali Ki J a i' 
and asked voters to chant the 
same as they cast their vote. 
It is c lear that the veneer, if  
any. is gone and the appeal 
on religious grounds is  a s 
direct as it gets. O ne reason 
could be the B JP 's w orry 
that it is losing ground. It 
thinks that a  dose o f  religion 
will Iwlp it <uiil ihrmit'h  in 
the face o f  challenges like 
internal local area squabbles 
within the BJP and the C on­
gress ham m ering aw ay on 
Uie monumental corruption 
that has a llegedly become 
the s ig n a tu re  o f  th e  BJP 
rule in Karnataka. The BJP 
push back is on  a point in 
the C ongress manifesto that 
prom ises'‘decisive action as 
per the law including impos­
ing a ban” on organisations 
like the Bajrang Dal and the 
PFI. which have been known 
to b e  spreading hatred.

Herein lies the paradox 
o f  K arnataka. T he rest o f  
educated  India know s the 
S ta te  m ostly  th rough  the 
stories o f  its tech leaders and 
the vibrancy o f  Bengaluru, 
which has sometim es been 
voted as the top city to  work 
for many and certainly for 
IT professionals. A visitor 
to Bcngalum  will note the 
energy and the frcnetic pace 
tha t m a k es th e  c ity  tick . 
People from across the coun­
try flock here, and grow their 
careers here. O n the other 
hand, the State has become 
a tinderbox  o f  com m unal 
strife. True, the politics o f  
the State has changed, the 
BJP has taken pow er and 
grow n roo ts but equally  a 
section o f  the people have 
taken to the new and accr- 
bic messaging that p its one 
against the other. The hijab 
row had po litica l m otiva­
tions but it also had to have 
people on  the ground w arm ­
ing up to  the message. W hile 
it is fair to argue that a  lot o f  
the strife is politically cre­
ated. the headline messaging 
is equally that the politics 
o f  Hindutva has entered the 
South, and Karnataka is its 
gateway.

In the process, the mes­
sage o f  growth with values 
may be  lost. In the absence 
o f  a robust political adoption 
and  translation , that story 
has not seeped in. Today, 
headline grow th is up  but 
the story beneath the surface 
is different. The Economic 
Su rvey  doc u m en t o f  the  
S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t no te d  
that per-capita G ross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP) 
nflN R  \  OS lakh<i(i'*ctimativl
for FY 22) is the highest 
am ong the top five Indian 
S tates. Yet. o th e r c ritica l 
in d ic a to rs  h ave  n o t kept 
up. F o r e x am p le , N FH S 
data  show  tha t K arnataka 
has fallen over the years in 
national ranking  in term s 
o f  stunting in children (low 
height- for-age). H ei ght - for­
age is a  m easure o f  linear 
growth retardation and cu­
mulative growth deficits. In 
Karnataka. 35.4%  o f  ch il­
dren were stunted in 2019- 
21. A ccording to  a report, 
this ranked 24 out o f  the 30 
States, falling three spots in 
2019-21 from 2015-16. The 
point is that social indicators 
and  how they arc  m oving 
have hardly been discussed 
during the campaign that is 
rolling on supercharged by a 
divisive agenda.

The results will help nav­
igate this com plex territory. 
They will speak for now. In 
doing so. they will cast their 
long shadow  on the  2024 
national elections as well.

(The w riter is a  journa l­
is t a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber al 
srMMK. n e w s  are  p e r ­
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press) (e-mail: editor 
thebillionpress. org)
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“  There's nothing like desperation  
to sharpen yo u r  sense o f  focus. ”

—  T hom as N ew m an
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A zad’s own K ashm ir
A sense o f  realism is integral to politics. Un­
fortunately, this is not the ease with the parties 
o f  various hues here. The result is that even 
when a government is seen to be taking action 
in national interest, support for it comes only 
or mostly from the ruling party. An exam ple is 
the abrogation o f  Article 370 thereby removing 
the special status o f  Jammu and K ashmir by 
the NDA government in 2019. Former Union 
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, a seasoned Con­
gress leader who quit the party and formed his 
own Progressive Azad Party som e time ago, has 
admitted that the abrogation has helped “end the 
scourge o f  terrorism and stone-pelting” in the 
harried Valley. This is well-known but it is quite 
uncom m on for an opposition political party 
leader to acknowledge such things, let alone 
support such actions. Azad means well for his 
own people in Kashmir and means well for the 
nation as well. This is the reason why he has 
qualified thisstatem ent with an observation that 
this administrative change brought about by the 
Centre is. however, not “good" for the people 
in the Valley

A dmittedly, the en tire  opposition did not 
stand against the abrogation in 20 19. Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kcjriwal, for one, backed the 
historic government decision. To the common 
eye, this decision on the part o f  the Modi-led 
government was a master-stroke. The decision 
was taken shortly after it won the parliament 
polls for a second term  in office and Amit 
Shah took change as the new home minister. 
The Congress party, principally Rahul Gandhi, 
had opposed the move along with the rootless, 
vision less-leadership o f  the Left. Most other 
opposition parties remained silent on this count. 
They chose to play safe. Admittedly, Kashmir is 
not still back to the level o f  a fabled 'paradise 
on earth '. Stray acts o f  terrorism are occurring, 
but the terror outfits have obviously lost steam. 
Stone-pelting by belligerent youths on the se­
curity forces is certainly an old story.

M ore importantly, the youths in K ashm ir 
have begun minding their business o f  studies 
or finding jobs. Concurrently, the Pakistani 
estab lishm ent and its m isch ief-m ongcring  
military have begun lying low vis-^-vis their 
vicious engagements against India. Fact is, it is 
difficult to sustain terrorism for too long. The 
LTTE ended up in a whim per after its assaults 
for a quarter a f  a  century; so with AI Qaeda and 
the ISIS or the outfits in Europe like Sinn Fein; 
so with the militant outfits o f  the past in the 
North-East region, though Manipur has emerged 
as a  new worry now. By their very nature, such 
outfits have an expiry date. State power cannot 
be neutralized with violence.

Manipur will never 
be the same again

The images and footages 
em ana ting  from  M anipur 
arc shocking to say the least. 
The scenes o f  thousands o f  
charred vchiclcs, the flames 
and smoke in the skies from 
homes set ablaze, the loot­
ing, the destroyed churches, 
the v andalised war memorial 
reveal the extent o f  the may­
hem. T he most appalling are 
that video clips o f  people be­
ing beaten mercilessly (even 
to death) by rival mobs. Ih e  
sense o f  humanity vanished. 
The em otion for ethnicity  
took over. Even though those 
who escaped  the violence 
evacuees recount their hor­
rors the quantum o f  violence 
may never be comprehended. 
The scale o f  destruction is 
immeasurable. That barbaric 
acts should take place in the 
2 1 st century is unimaginable. 
The seriousness o f  the situ­
ation w as so  grave that the 
Centre had to  com m ission 
the central forces under Ar­
ticlc 355, one short o f  356. 
nam ely  P re s id e n t 's  ru le . 
The latest counts o f  deaths 
arc more than 160 (may rise 
rap id ly ), tho u san d s have 
turned refugees in their own 
state in cramped relief camps 
with minimum privacy and 
hundreds arc injured in hos­
p ita ls . A n unp receden ted  
human crisis!

While Manipur boiled and 
burned the Prim e M inister 
was totally unperturbed. He 
was loo obsessed w ith the 
e lec tions in K arnataka to 
be concerned with the com ­
munal clashes that engulfed 
the state. He instead invoked 
‘The Kerala Story’, a mere 
movie that depicts terror con­
spiracies to  accuse the C on­
gress o f  playing vote bank 
politics. ‘The Gujarat Story’ 
should also be made to set 
the record straight. The stoic 
silence is not hard to  read. 
The BJP is ruling Manipur. 
To even say that any form 
o f  violence is unacceptable 
might be seen as a criticism 
o f  the slate government. But 
the actual reason could be
more sinister. It is fair to say
that the m inority  is  more 
at the receiving end in the 
Manipur riots. The majority 
should not be offended so 
that the vote bank could be 
kept inlact or even improv ed. 
The non-tribal community in 
that state constitutes 57.2% 
per cent o f  the population 
and command 40 scats in the 
state Assembly. It is feared 
the unrests are being used to 
strengthen the vote bank o f  a 
particular communal party.

One o f  the baffling scenes 
is the burning o f  churches in 
the Mcitci dominated areas. 
The issue has nothing to do 
with religion, then  why the 
large scale vandalism o f  as 
many as 25 chu rches?  In 
some videos we hear that the 
destruction o f  churches was 
not done by the Meiteis. Then 
who did it? The alleged con­
spiracy o f  the involvement

By Albert Thyrniang

o f  Christians themselves to 
damage the reputation o f  the 
Mcitci community is totally 
baseless. The damage to the 
places o f  worsliip has hurt the 
Christians the most and has 
cast a shadow on the major­
ity community in Manipur. 
Some BJP cohorts in ‘main­
land’ India, hive also made 
the w ildest o f a llega tions 
that the whole episode was a 
Christian conspiracy. BJP’s 
tag o f  being anti-Christians 
is enhanced.

O nly  the M etropolitan  
A rchbishop o f  B angalore. 
P e te r  M achado  has c o n ­
dem ned  th e  ta rg e tin g  o f  
churches and pe rsecu tion  
o f  Christian? in M anipur. 
The Catholic Bishops’ Con­
ference  o f  India (C B C I) 
expressed concern at the situ-

thc confusion is the follow­
ing. Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
anil O ther Backward Classes 
(OBCs) exist for the Mcitci 
community. Before decid­
ing on whether Meiteis are a 
tribe o r not the SC' and O BC 
conundrum should be cleared 
first. W hat will happen to the 
SC and OBC arrangements 
i f  the M eiteis fulfil the tribal 
criteria? W ill the constitu ­
tional SC and O BC structure 
be done away with? There is 
also the strong argument that 
since the Meiteis arc already 
an advanced and progressive 
group , w hy a rc  they s till 
nurture th is long pending 
‘clim b d o w n ' dem and for 
ST status?

The crux o f  the complex 
issue is land. The unstated 
reason for the ST demand is

Though the Meiteis haw  largely abandoned their 
traditional religion, Sanamahi ami converted to 
Hinduism is argued to against their demand fo r  
tribal status it could be argued that tribals who 

have embraced Christianity still enjoy tribal status.

ation pointing to the counter 
mobilisation by some Mcitci 
g ro u p s  a g a i i s t  the K uki 
dem onstration m entioning 
also the burning dow n o f  the 
Kuki w ar memorial. Some 
bishops in tie  N orth Hast 
have asked for prayers for 
peace in the troubled state. 
But none o f  the otherw ise 
no isy  Kerala b ishops has 
uttered a  word becausc they 
have been hobnobbing with 
the BJP. politically in recent 
limes.

The why sand wherefores 
o f  the chain ofcvents includ­
ing the horrifying violence 
has been elucidated in the 
print and electronic media. 
Ihe  brcakdov* n on the gen­
esis o f  the turmoil arc easily 
available across platforms. 
What triggered the sad ev ents 
w as the  recom m endation  
o f  the M anipjr High Court 
directing the state govern­
ment to  consider granting 
ST status to tie  Mcitci com ­
munity within a lime frame. 
There w ere a so  other flash 
points like tlx: evictions o f  
tribals from forest lands', 
the crack-dow n on poppy 
cultivation o f the tribes in 
the hills, the pulling down 
o f  ‘ illeg a lly ' co n stru cted  
churches, the alleged racial 
profiling o f  tribals. among 
others. But the tipping point 
w as the High C ourt’s ver­
dict.

The judgem ent is quite 
strange. Though the Meiteis 
have largely abandoned their 
traditional religion, Sanama­
hi and convened to Hinduism 
is argued to against their de­
mand for tribal status it could 
be argued that tribals who 
have embraced Christianity 
still enjoy tribal status. Yet,

the scarce commodity. Land 
is even scarccr for the Mcit- 
cis in Manipur. They occupy 
only 10%  o f  ihe total land 
(mainly the Imphal valley or 
the plain areas o f  the state) 
though they make up nearly 
6 0 %  o f  the population They 
can’t buy land in the 90%  
areas (hills) that arc owned 
by the multiple tribes who 
together com prise 40%  o f  
the population In addition to 
this, tribals can also purchase 
and ow n land in the 10%  
general area. 'Hie tribals have 
the geographical advantage. 
Land pressure on the Meiteis 
is seen as  the motivating fac­
tor for the ST demand.

Tribal groups, on the other 
hand, feel endangered. Their 
very existence is threatened 
if  the M eiteis indeed wear 
the  tribal cards. They will 
be nblc to  buy land in the 
tribal areas pushing the trib­
als, including the Kukis. out. 
M oreover jo b  and business 
opportunities, reservations in 
educational institutions and 
many other privileges will be 
significantly reduced for the 
tribals in favour o f  the Mcit­
ci s who arc already  much 
m ore developed  in every 
sphere o f  life besides enjoy­
ing the demographic advan­
tage. However, the M cities 
counter that they could soon 
be outnumbered by the ‘il­
legal im m igran ts ' (K ukis) 
from Myanmar. Hence the 
call for an NRC and the ST 
status demand!

T he prob lem  o f  m igra­
tion lie s  w ith the porous 
international border in the 
N orth E astern  s ta te s  and 
the instability in the neigh­
bouring countries. We can’t 
blame people for coming in

to India. The international 
dem arcations a rc  unclear. 
T h e  in te rn a tio n a l b o rd e r 
has d ivided ethnic groups, 
c lan s a nd  ev en  fam ililc s  
into two o r three countries. 
The Mizos o f  Mizoram, the 
K ukis o f  M anipur and  the 
Chins in Myanmar arc essen­
tially the same people. When 
the Myanmar junta cracked 
dow n in the C hin  region 
people escaped to Mizoram. 
T he sta te  p rovided shelter 
defying the directivc o f  the 
central government to deport 
them back. Some must have 
fled as fugitives to Manipur. 
A long with Rohingias the 
Kukis were also displaced by 
the M yanm ar government. 
Prior to  the existence o f  the 
m odem  nations and  states 
people  o f  d ifferen t tr ibes 
could settle anywhere. Even 
today  m ovem en ts  a cro ss  
international boundaries are 
quite routine. Additionally, 
we know that w c all origi­
nated from Tibet or Cambo­
dia o r  M yanmar o r China. 
Some readied this part o f  ihe 
world before others. T hat’s 
the only difference. Those 
who com c in now do out o f  
compulsion.

The violence in  the North 
Eastern sta te  w as not out 
o f  the blue. It w as looming 
large for a long time. What 
was the government doing? 
W here was the intelligence 
w ing  o f  the po licc?  W hy 
the affcc lcd party  did not 
challenge the court's order 
at a higher bench o r in the 
Supreme Court?'The solidary 
march o f  60,000 people was 
bound to  creatc trouble. The 
Government should have ap­
prehended this. So why was 
not enough precaution taken? 
Post the stone pelting by the 
pro testers and the  v iolent 
counter reactions from  the 
Mcitci groups w hy d id  the 
policc lake sides? The state 
government has a lot to an­
swer for. It is almost squarely 
responsible for the havoc.

The Bircn Singh govern­
m ent has convened  peace 
meetings. Christian fomms 
hav e shown the way by vis­
iting cam ps o f  non-tribals 
and  prov id ing  them  w ith 
essential reliefs. Normalcy 
m ay return in a while but 
the wounds o f  this violence 
will lake a long time to heal 
and the scars will never be 
erased. M anipur w ill never 
be the same again.

M eghalaya  is fac ing  a 
similar impasse on the res­
ervation policy and the roster 
system between the two ma­
jo r tribes in the state. I f  not 
carefully handled a  sim ilar 
scenario may arise here. Both 
sides o f  the fences should be 
heard for the government to 
wisely deicide on the issue, 
thereby satisfying both par­
ties. It is a tight rope to walk 
but nothing like the Manipur 
incident should ever happen 
elsewhere in the region.

Need for 
societal 

d ia lo g u es
Editor.
T he march lo uncertain 

times will begin with scenes 
on May 12. 2023 when the 
VPP will in all probability 
throw life into yet another 
spin o f  uncertainty. It could 
end up with a law and order 
problem but lei’s hope not 
as life has been normal in 
spite ofclcctricily and water 
problems pushing us lo adapt 
to the lack o f  essentials in 
ou r day  to  day ex istence. 
A s mentioned in the news­
papers. the VPP says it will 
not be  responsible for the 
presence o f  a Urge crowd. 
T he question U. w ho will 
be responsible ihcn should 
things veer out o f control?

I quote front a meeting 
with a learned man. “In the 
present situation if  one de­
sires attention and reaction 
from  the G overnm ent all 
that is to be don: is to creatc 
a law and order problem ." 
Wc get back to he same rut 
o f  putting the eitirc wheels 
o f  the economy o  a grinding 
hall. Everyone gel* affected 
and children are among the

w orst victim s w hose trau­
matic experience stays on 
for years while also losing 
out on their crucial formative 
and  grow th period. D aily  
wage earners will yet again 
have to beg, borrow and steal 
to see through the day and 
the list can be endless.

Wc should ask ourselves a 
question. Have wc not gone 
th ro u g h  years and  years 
o f  ag ita tions by the same 
political leaders? Yet is it 
not surprising that we arc at 
the bottom o f  the list in all 
ach ievem en t param eters?  
All these can be avoided if  
w c can only sit dow n and 
discuss the contentious ros­
ter and quota issue instead o f  
marching to the Secretariat 
ju st to submit a letter to the 
Government. This is too high 
a price to pay for the valu­
able years o f  our lives. Some 
evolved and mature thinking 
NGO’s have publicly stated 
that the roster issue should 
be handled with kid gloves 
and this is much appreciated. 
Will a neutral, frank debate 
in a non-threatening space be 
tolerated if  there is one? Can 
w e slop and think before wc 
act on the 12th o f  May?

Yours etc., 
Pynkhrawbor Chync.

Via email

‘The Kerala  
Story’ -  a 

w a k e -u p  ca ll or  
propaganda?
Editor.
W hat i f  you r daughter 

is radicalized and wants to 
leave your home? W hat i f  
your sisters arc brainwashed 
to change their religion and 
manry the fighters o f  ISIS, 
one o f  the dreaded extrem ­
ist groups? As loving par­
ents. you will then certainly 
rant a t those w ho a ll have 
tried to  suppress the ugly 
realities, calling them mere 
propaganda. A noted writer 
and A rchbishop o f  Kerala, 
Dr. M ar Joseph Pamplany. 
asserted in 2020 that those 
who argued that 'love jihad ' 
doesn't exist in Kerala arc 
blind to  the reality. He la­
mented • ■ "Such people, be 
they politicians or those from 
social and cultural spaces or 
media, may have their own 
vested  in terests . But one 
thing is clear, we arc losing 
our young women. It is not 
ju st about love marriages. 
It's a war strategy to destroy 
their lives.". Should this la­
ment by the concerned bish­
op be doubted? Is the anxiety

and  anguish o f  countless 
parents whose daughters arc 
in the clutchcs o f  the wrong 
hands less important than
I hi' hyporrili'a l uproar o f  a
certain section o f  people who 
try to dismiss the incidents 
o f  increasing indoctrination 
by certain people employed 
by ccrtain terror organiza­
tions? Even Prakash Karat, 
the general secretary o f  the 
CPM . had expressed similar 
apprehension, particularly  
concerning PFI activities in 
relation to  the danger posed 
by some militant organiza­
tions since the form er was 
actively supjwrting the ex­
trem ist forces outside the 
country.

A gain st :hc ba ck d ro p  
o f  an im pending d a nger­
ous situatioa for so many 
ye a rs , some b o ld  people 
hav e comc forward to raise 
their voices igainst the or­
deal faced by gullible young 
girls. The Kciala Story is one 
o f  those efforts. In 2020 The 
United Nations also sounded 
the alarm by declaring that 
K erala is fast becom ing a 
hotbed o f  ISIS recruitments. 
The world's leading newspa­
pers. such as The Guardian. 
W ashington Post, New York 
T im e s. H era ld  S u n , and  
T he T elegraph, regu la rly  
published luart-w renching

a cc o u n ts  o f  w om en w ho 
experienced  the bru tality  
o f  ccrtain extremist groups. 
There arc many documcn-
lari os on I hi* n rl m ade by
conscious people.

A popular scholar from 
Portsm outh, UK Khalid 
Umar, retorts — 'T alk  about 
terrorism , ISIS and forced 
conversions, M uslim s dry 
up their throats ranting 'this 
is  not tru e  Islam '. M ake 
movies like THE KASHMIR 
FIL E S or TH E KERALA 
S TORY, the same Muslims 
cry hoarse, 'this is Islamo- 
phobia!!!'. Do w c hear it? 
They are confirming what is 
true Islam. Find me another 
cult that tries so foolishly 
to  confuse the kafirs. In the 
m odern  w o rld , no  o th e r  
religion is so heavy on hu­
manity."

A conccrncd mother from 
K ochi says: "T he K erala 
Story has helped awaken the 
masses about the tragic real­
ity o f  ISIS brides: how the 
unsuspecting girls are brain­
w ashed by certain  people 
and get married to terrorists 
as sex slaves. Please spare a 
thought for the victims.”

In view o f  the im pend­
ing danger, the CPM 's top 
leader, also the former Chief 
M inister o f  Kerala - V S  
A chuthanandan, a lso  sa id

long  back  in  2010  in  an 
interv iew that some people 
w ith ccrtain  m indsets arc 
lu ring  the ir youngste rs to
m arry Hindu o r  C hristian
girls to increase their popula­
tion. This will pose a  serious 
threat to  the nation and its 
democratic setup.

Well. I am not hcreiogive 
a 5-star rating to this film -  
T he Kerala Story. But what 
1 feci is that no people, no 
organizations, no religions 
should hold humanity to ran­
som. No one should encour­
age brutality and bloodshed 
in the nam e o f  religion. Also, 
do  not trust those  forccs 
who try to brush aside the 
bloody acts o f  terror under 
the carpet. As responsible 
citizens, wc should raise our 
sane voices for "humanity" 
a nd  com m unal harm ony. 
Com passion, love for "all" 
and  tolerance a rc  the only 
pathways to  divinity.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gcvvali. (Member. 

International Human Rights 
Com mission) 

Shillong

Articles and letters ap ­
pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  not tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Bob's Banter

ChatGPT, 
Chanakya and 
Compassion..!

B Robert Clements
Last week I had to make 

different groups o f  people 
in a class I was teaching to 
cnact small plays, and feel­
ing lazy, I decided  to use 
ChatGPT instead o f  writing 
them. Wc! they turned out 
to  be exceptionally  good 
skits, and like I said.all done 
using ChatGPT! A s the per­
formances began. I watched 
the actors working on their 
dialogues and noticed their 
lines were all geared towards 
solving addiction problems. 
ChatGPT had done an excel­
lent jo b  of giving solutions 
th rough  c lever d iscou rse  
and rational thought, but 
as 1 continued w atching, 1 
noticed one major ingredient 
missing, and this made me 
literally scratch my head, as
I vvnnd<*rr*d what it w as and 
slowly the realization came 
to my mind as to what the 
missing irgredient was. It 
was something ChatGPT or 
any o the r softw are  would 
have found im possible to 
duplicate cr replicate.

I’m sure you're all won­
dering what I 'm  speaking 
about, anc the only way I 
can explain this is through 
an incidcm.

that slipping from  c lcvcr 
speech and Chanakya strat­
egy, was not there in those 
scripts.

ChatG PT I noticed w as 
clcvcr. but could not move 
from perfection to human­
ness!

Many years back my late 
dad and I went to a newly 
built theatre. My dad was an 
artist and interior designer. 
We reached the new theatre. 
They had called us, as they 
wanted us to  do a small inte­
rior designing jo b  for them, 
and entering the gates. I w as 
awed by the decorative fit­
tings o f  the theatre and other 
extravagant features that the 
ow ners had decorated the 
theatre w ith, including the 
magnificent marble. I turned
In m y dad and vvhisp«'n*d,
“Dad. look at the beautiful 
marble they 've used!"

M y dad  looked  a t the 
m arble, then looked at me 
and smiled. “T hat’s not real 
marble Bob." he said simply. 
“ T hat 's  im itation marble! 
Real marble has faults which 
run through it!"

I nodded as I understood 
w hat he was trying to tell 
m e: tha t those  so -ca lle d

Over two thousand years ago. while Jesus was in 
the middle o f  his ministry here on earth, he de­

layed a .'isit to a close friend who was dying. He 
knew th-.it Lazarus was sick. He knew that Mary 
and Mcrtha, sisters o f  Lazarus, expected him to 
rush to their house and sa w  their brother, but he 

did not go. The sisters even sent word to Jesus that 
Lazarus, "he whom thou lovest." is ill. But Jesus 
told his followers: "This sickness will not end in 
death. No. it is fo r  God's glory so that God's son 

may be glorified through it."

Over two thousand years 
ago, while Jesus w as in the 
middle o f  his ministry here 
on earth, he delayed a visit 
to a close friend who was 
dying. I le knew that Lazarus 
wassick. He knew that Mary 
and Martha, sisters o f  La­
zarus. expected him to rush 
to their house and save their 
brother, but he did not go. 
The sister* even sent word 
to  Jesus that Lazarus, "he 
whom thou lovcst." is ill. 
But Jesus o ld  his followers: 
" This sickness will not end 
in death. No, it is for God's 
glory so tint G od's son may 
be glorified through it."

Unknown to his disciples, 
there w as a reason for his 
delay. There w as a strategy 
a t work!

It was done on purpose, 
which was to  reach the resi­
dence o f  th : sisters and work 
a great miracle, so that many 
would see the pow er o f  God. 
And that was exactly what 
he  d id . He w aited , o r  as 
the old English word says, 
he tarried, and  then made 
his way to the home o f  his 
friend, and I am  sure in his 
mind, he knew already that
h is friend was dead. Hut still
made his v«ay there.

W hen he reached Beth­
any where L azarus lived, 
he knew from the sounds o f  
mourning and maybe from 
the fact that there w ere even 
le sse r sounds than w hen 
a man had ju s t d ied , that 
Lazarus had passed on. and 
had passed away a few days 
before. As was cxpcctcd the 
sisters ran ;>ut to  him. to tell 
him their brother was dead. 
They cried in deep agony, 
saying if  tie  Lord had comc 
earlier. Lazarus could have 
been hcalc.1.

Jesus knew what was go­
ing to happen. He knew soon 
there would be laughter and 
rejoicing is  the dead man 
walked o u to f  his grave. Yet, 
on seeing ihe g rief o f  those 
around. Jesus wept.

In the Holy Scriptures, 
it is the shortest verse, but I 
think the irost revealing and 
powerful! A powerful healer, 
though he would soon see 
a man resurrected, still a l­
low ed him self to  bccom c 
vulnerable to  feel with his 
heart the emotions o f  sorrow 
around hint.

ITiat heart o f  compassion.

faults actually revealed per­
fection!

W h at w c s e e  in  o u r  
c o u n try  today  is the  use 
o f  Chanakya strategics by 
most everyone, especially 
in  politics . We even have 
poll strategists who work out 
winning poll fonnulas.

Think deeply dear read­
er. a rc  wc playing a game 
o f  chess u sing  people  a s 
pawns? Remember, in the 
m iddle o f  one  o f  C h ris t 's  
greatest miracles he broke 
dow n, fee ling  the sorrow  
around, and  in that break­
ing down, in those tears, in 
that w eeping, revealed the 
c h a rac te r  o f  G od: a God 
who could show compassion 
even before stratcgizing a 
miracle.

But here in our country, 
it's  not too late for change. 
There’s a chance today for 
our own political leadership 
to  throw out ChatGPT and 
Chanakya thinking.

Yes. there is!
E veryday  w e ’ve been 

seeing  p ic tu res  o f  young 
g irls like your daughter or 
mine, on the front pages o f  
our papers or appearing right
in  our living room s through
our TV  screens: Young girl 
wrestlers weeping over be­
ing molested and sexually 
assaulted by a powerful man. 
I t's  so  sad that they are de­
scribed all the time as ‘wres­
tlers" that we forget they are 
the same young age. a s the 
teenager next door, o r maybe 
my daughter or yours. There 
they arc on a mat in Delhi, 
day and night asking the na­
tion for justice!

Now. if  our Primc-Min- 
is tc r  cou ld  o ne  m orn ing , 
without cameramen or jour­
nalists, just walk over and 
stretch out his arms to these 
poor girls, and assure them 
that his heart feels for them, 
what a glorious moment that 
would be for India!

It w ould speak louder 
than all the gold medals the 
girls have won. It would be 
close to what that Biblical 
verse says, in  what a weep­
ing Jesus did.

Can lie do  it?  Can he 
reach out to them? Because 
today, ou r coun try  needs 
huge doses o f  Compassion, 
not Chanakya strategies or 
ChatGPT formulas..!

bobsbanleiiQgmaU. com
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U nplanned Sm art City
SHILLONG is supposed to be a smart city but 
the smart infrastructure is w oefully missing. 
One o f  the first things visible in a planned city 
arc rccrcation spaccs. In Shillong the only rec­
reation spacc for children is Lady Hydari Park. 
The Wards Lake has no space for kids to scam­
per around and tire them selves out. Kids and 
young adolescents should be physically active 
to expend their energies instead o f  being glued 
to their smart phones which is the ease today 
and this has serious conscqucnccs. In most cities 
every locality has a public garden and recreation 
park where even the elderly can meet with their 
peers as they take their grandkids out to play. 
The elderly cannot be cooped up in their homes 
the whole day. They need to meet and interact 
with others on a range o f  issues. It helps them 
to trigger their thought processes and perhaps 
keep A lzheimer's at bay.

Lady I Iydari Park and Wards Lake arc both 
legacies o f  the British. We may disagree with 
the British on many counts but in terms o f  fore­
sight and imagination they arc a class apart. The 
Raj Bhavan with its lush lawns is another good 
example o f  a plush government house whose 
space is largely unused because the occupants 
o f  Raj Bhavan have for a long time lived there 
without their extended families. Considering 
that Shillong is expanding at an incredible 
pace a part of the Raj Bhavan could have been 
carved out a> a recreation spacc. It will do  no 
one any harm if  that space is cordoncd o ff from 
the Government House.

Come to the New Shillong Township. That 
place too docs not seem to have been planned 
to include a childrens’ park. It is already be­
ing heavily constructed although there is still 
som e space along the area where the Shillong 
International Centre for the Performing Arts and 
Culture (SICPAC) is locatcd. Humans are not 
automatons. They need a breathing space and to 
see beauty around them. The youth in particular 
need recreation space; but where is that spacc? 
True some localities have sports grounds where 
the youth car play football, basketball or cricket 
but they also need spacc where they can just sit 
and have conversations. Such spaccs arc too 
few and far between. Hence the youth end up 
drinking o r doing drugs inside vehicles parked 
in dark com ers where they feel safe and where 
their anonymity is assured. M eghalaya now 
abounds with drug users and there are reasons 
for that. Most houses are cram ped and don 't 
provide the spacc for young people to meet and 
converse with their friends. Neither arc their 
public spaces for their rccrcation. How can we 
expect a sense o f  well-being in such cramped 
spaces? Governm ent needs to think beyond 
creating hard infrastructure. Is that not what the 
Planning Board is all about?

Roads Cannot Take 
Priority over Water

Public opinion in the Kha­
si Hills, o r to be  more prccisc 
in Shillong, seems to strictly 
foibid us from referring to 
the numerous hardships wc 
arc coping w ith  Instead, wc 
take them in our stride, even 
though the hardships wc facc 
actually  have sim ple solu­
tions. It is common knowl­
edge that G overnm ent has 
one principle - responsibility 
to the people and that is to 
provide them the three basic 
life support requirem ents - 
‘‘food, shelter and water.”  Ev­
ery other requirement is sec­
ondary to these three. Food 
and shelter can be imported 
but wc cannot import water. 
For our water requirements 
the State has to depend on its 
inherent internal generation 
sources -  namely forests and 
catchmcnt areas because they 
are the only sustainable anti 
renewable water generation
sources in our State. I f  wc
c lea r  our fo rest a reas for 
widening the roads, which is 
what wc arc hearing is under 
proposal. Government will 
eventually fail in its funda­
mental duty to provide water 
to  its citizens.

Wc all ought to  have be­
com e aware o f  this o f  our 
ow n accord. Roads cannot 
take priority over w ater or 
forests just because wc per­
mit ourselves to be flattered 
by a nonsensical assurance 
that wc have found a  solu­
tion to  the traffic jam s. It 
docs not take a mighty mind 
to  sec  tha t by decreasing  
the tree covcr area w c will 
eventually be exterminating 
a primary life support source 
in Shillong as a whole, and 
when that is done what do we 
do. where do w e go? Do wc 
really believe that casing the 
traflic congestion in Shillong 
town is more important than 
the source on which life de­
pends? Surely, wc can’t be 
that foolish?

A lready w c can see the 
pathetic condition o f  some 
o f  the localities in Shillong 
with regard to the availability 
o f  water and for them it is 
one hard task understand­
ing w hat development is. 1 
can never believe that our 
p ublic  a nd  private  life  is 
so manifestly devoid o f  all 
signs o f  a  productive and a 
charac teris tic  cu ltu re  that 
our senior citizcns. with their 
great vchcmcnccand honesty 
for that w hich is right arc  
content to sit bock and allow 
the destruction o f  forests for 
the sake o f  roads. This com- 
placcnt spirit is as bad as the 
spirit that proposes such an 
atrocity.

Indeed, everyone, espe­
c ia lly  the  S h illong  based  
w riters and  th inkers, who 
command and attract atten­
tion in the things they write 
and  com m ent on and who

By Gregory F  Sit ullai

have a way o f  moulding pub­
lic opinion, should come out 
openly with iIk  hardships wc 
face and their solutions, and 
not leave it ti> Government 
to  rediscover and reinvent 
and revive in the Assembly. 
Just because wc have clcctcd 
leaders to represent us in the 
Assembly, docs not mean that 
o u r  responsibility  tow ards 
the people ami the State have 
been forfeited. Far from  it 
w c should be all the more 
demanding bccausc what wc 
are experiencing will be a far 
more accurate description o f  
what reality truly is. There are 
things that w cthc public, the 
common man. should do and 
leave the clcctcd members to 
do. Let the opposition leaders 
agitate againstcvcrything the 
Government cocs -  it’s what
ihi'y'rc' rvpi'rtivl In do in a
democratic set up - and let 
those in the ruling bcnchcs 
lie  back in th< arm s o f  their 
leader who shoulders all the 
responsibilities and faccs all 
the flak on their behalf: he 
has w illingly accepted that 
responsibility.

It is wc the people that 
have to come <mi openly with 
the hardships *vc face and vie

but its solution must not be 
something that will crcatc a 
more serious problent in its 
aflermath. And this is that wc 
have dismissed with a shrug 
o f  our shoulders anything that 
callcd for the destruction o f  
forests, but o f  late wc have 
seen the affectations and the 
foo leries which a drunken 
sp irit m ay be responsib le  
for. such as the widening o f 
the road along the stretch in 
U pper Shillong  w here  the 
tree covcr has been depleted. 
Wc arc told that the construc­
tion o f  link roads through 
the Laitkor Peak (P) Forest 
and the Riat Laban Reserve 
F o re st is under p ro p o sal 
coascquent upon the Shillong 
H igh C o u rts ' o rder to  the 
State Government to conic up 
with a proposal to case traflic
congestion in the city.

If this is the only solution 
G overnm ent can conic  up 
with, it needs to be revisited 
because it is a  pernicious so­
lution o f  the highest degree. It 
was solely through the more 
extensive knowledge o f  the 
Forest Officers in days gone 
by (1883) that all sound deci­
sions were taken in preserv­
ing and creating these forests

“We ali ought to have become aware o f  
this o f oar own accord. Roads cannot 
take priority over water or forests just 

because we permit ourselves to be 
flattered by a nonsensical assurance 

tit at we have fou n d  a solution to 
the traffic jams. ”

w ith each other in offering 
solutions, where w c can. so 
that our moral, cultural and 
h isto rical responsibility  is 
fulfilled. Yet even as wc sug­
gest solutions io the problems 
wc facc. wc m jst confess and 
be humble enough to accept 
at alt times, that our solution 
is not the only way out o f  the 
problem at hand bccausc in 
doing so w c n igh t actually 
be bringing upon the people 
an even greater danger. Any 
solution wc propose will en­
tail a  loss. We must weigh the 
losses and not >pt for one that 
causes us a rout, bccausc that 
is what is staring at us. In this 
regard o f  all the evil results 
that could come our way from 
the myopic sokitions on offer, 
the most devastating is the 
one  we cannot turn around 
o r undo. This is what I will 
address in this article.

T he m o s t w id e sp re a d  
and  common hardship that 
the people o f  Shillong face, 
is the w ater problem . 'Hie 
o ther self- created problem 
everyone talks about is the 
traffic problem. Yes. we arc 
faced with traffic problem s

to w hich wc now ascribc  
the water source to lakhs o f  
inhabitants o f  the city. I f  our 
p lanners arc so  manifestly 
devoid o f  an understanding 
that they can suggest a solu­
tion with such an earnest vc- 
hcmcncc o f  honesty without 
considering the even greater 
p ro b lem  th is  p la n  w ould  
bring, then w c have no option 
but to oppose them.

How could our planners 
com e up w ith such a p ro ­
posal? D o they not realize 
that it w ould bring an end 
to the water supply o f  lakhs 
o f  residents o f  the tow n? D o 
they not realize that there is 
no way the Government can 
supplement the loss o f  water 
to  the affcctcd people? Do 
they not know  tha t every  
locality  and v illage living 
on the fringe o f  the forest 
is draw ing water from this 
forest on the ir ow n finan­
c ia l. m a teria l and  hum an 
resources sincc the  1950s? 
It is clear they do not know 
all these facts bccausc i f  they 
d id they would never have 
com e up with such an insane 
idea which is questionable

from the very start. That they 
arc acting  like m odem  day 
P hilistines is surprising to 
one and all o f  the affected 
localities.

The intention o f  Govern­
ment to case traflic conges­
tion  in  S h illo n g  tow n by 
destroying ou r forest covcr 
- our water sources, m ust be 
prevented at all costs, bccausc 
if  we don 't all w e would have 
succeeded bringing about the 
end o f  Shillong  itself. We 
should be capable o f  seeing 
a n o th e r  rou te  tha t w ould 
neither involve the felling o f 
trees nor the destruction to 
our forests. O ur traffic prob­
lem is not one o f  deprav ity 
o r failure, bccausc in truth it 
is an indication o f  economic 
growth. But this pcrccived 
success could turn into a fail­
ure. Perhaps wc could even 
declare it to be the uprooting 
o f  the tribal mind by progress. 
W hen ihe tribal mind was 
d om inan t wc n e v er  knew  
traffic problems: with prog­
ress the tribal mind has been 
d isplaced and transform ed 
into an urban mind and urban 
minds cannot appreciate the 
value o f  a forest until they 
arc no more.

Arc there any other con­
scqucnccs that come along 
with the development o f  the 
urban m ind over the  tribal 
one? Yes. there are and that 
was very clearly stated during 
the prc-clcction period when 
candidates were required to 
declare  the ir assets and  to 
which the Income Tax offi­
cials made a passing reference 
on the need to re-examine the 
exemption o f  wealthy tribals 
from Incom e Tax. In short 
w c. a s tribal people, have 
conquered  ou r o ld  culture  
and justifiably cxccl in self- 
glorification at our progress 
but w c may d iscover that 
our rapture is misplaced. The 
a cqu isition  o f  w ealth  and 
the sudden increase in the 
number o f  vehicles undoubt­
edly improved the lifestyle 
o f  the  people in the  urban 
and the rural areas bu t the 
threat:; paccd have caught ur.
unawares. This new culture 
cam e fast and upset the bal­
ance that our traditional ways 
had established between soci­
ety and the environment - the 
self-sustaining lifestyle which 
w c unconsciously adopted 
in the past from  one g en ­
eration to another. Wc have 
conquered ourselves o r this 
“thing" which dubbed itsclfas 
"tribal culture," the one that 
insists on the maintenance o f  
forests for our survival and 
now wc arc seeing forests as 
an obstacle to  our progress.

Wc must aw aken to  the 
fact that our new culture and 
forests m ust co-cxist and opt 
for a s im p le  so lu tion  that 
turns its back on the cutting 
dow n o f  trees and destruction 
o f  forests.

G aro solidarity 
trium phs

Fditor.
It w as good to  sec that 

Dominic Sangrru’s name has 
finally been inc udcd in the 
list o f  tw o  filmmakers to be 
visiting Cannesshortly. The 
Government was bound to 
cave in to the demands from 
the G aro community which 
q u estioned  why D om inic 
S a n g m a ’s  nam e w as no t 
included in the recommenda- 
tion. Without prejudice to the 
Department o f  Infonnation & 
Public Relations which had 
rccommcndcd two names -  
Pradip Kurbah a id  Dominic 
S a ngm a. the  tjuestion  is 
why the Minister concerned 
has conccdcd to the names 
being changed and deflect­
ing all from herself and her 
(iovem m ent and laying the 
blame at the Union Ministry 
o f  Information and Broad­
casting which has no role in 
the selection. The Ministry 
had a sked the State  G ov­
ernment to rcccmnicnd the 
names and the >nus is that 
o f  the Department o f  l&PR 
to send the names o f  deserv­
ing film makers As o f  now. 
the tw o film m akers from  
Meghalaya are Commander 
S h a n g p lia n g  and  D o m i­
nic Sangma sin:c Nicholas 
Kharkongor ha* pulled out 
o f  the race. A s far as I know 
C om m ander Shangpliang 
has made one B-Gradc film

Khyndailad which is elose to 
a  soft porn. If that is the kind 
o f  film (hat the State believes 
will do it proud and if  that 
film is perchancc shown at 
Cannes I can imagine what 
people w ould think about 
the standard o f  film making 
in Meghalaya.

H ow ever, it is futile  to 
expect G overnment o f  M e­
ghalaya  to  be transparen t 
and upfront in  anything it 
docs. There is a lw ays the 
sly  m oves o f  push ing  un- 
d c rsc rv in g  favou rite s  for 
foreign jaunts. Someone the 
other day had w ritten that 
the Meghalaya International 
Film  Festival (M IFF) w as 
conducted most pcrfuncto- 
rily and that vendors had not 
been paid. As a resident o f  
Shillong I was shockcd to see 
how Commander Shangpli- 
ang promoted him self during 
those days o f  the MIFF with 
s ta n d ee s  c a rry in g  p h o to ­
graphs o f  him staring from 
Police Bazar onwards up to 
the Soso Tham auditorium. 
Wow! T his indeed is  se lf  
promotion at its best! Will the 
Government make public the 
entire expenditure incurred 
in ihe MIFF and whether all 
p aym ents have been  duly 
cleared?

T h is  is an exam ple  o f  
w hat g roup  so lidarity  can 
do for a good cause. Unfor­
tunately our Khasi brothers 
and sisters a rc  too divided 
and obsessed with the Roster 
system to even stand up for

Yours etc..
LR Marak.

Via email

“ST E M S” - A  
good initiative

editor.
T raflic ja m  has bccomc 

one o f  the m ajor problems 
in the city. Sincc most o f  the 
people have to deal w ith it 
on a daily basis it negatively 
affects work, education and 
the personal lives o f  people. 
D uring school h ou rs , w e ex­
perience a slow pace o f  traf­
fic especially in and around 
L a itu m k h rah  -  D hankcti 
road, where students attend­
ing school or collcgc get late 
. people going to work often 
experiences delay and this 
results in a non -  productive 
activity. Traffic congestion 
no t on ly  de lays o u r  daily  
work but it is also the main 
cause o f  wastage o f  fuel, air 
pollution and constant blow­
ing o f  horns which creates 
excessive noise pollution.

Kudos to the Government 
o f  M eghalaya for incorpo­
rating STEM S (Sustainable 
t  ransport and Efficient Mo­
bility Society) programme to 
run 30 school mini buses in 
o rder to reduce the conges­
tion in  Shillong  city. This 
will not only decongest the 
traffic  bu t w ill a lso  help 
in reducing various form s 
o f  po llu tion  which would 
d is tu rb  the  surround ings. 
IX’vclopinga public transport

system can ically case the 
m atter especially for the stu­
dents attending their classes. 
They can reach their school 
o r  co lleges w ithout being 
late, people can reach their 
w ork p lace in tim e. As o f  
now , 15 schools have come 
forward to avail the services 
and wc hope that it can be 
expanded to  other parts o f  
the state. Interested parents 
can reg is ter ihcir children 
on STEMS web / mobile ap­
plication. Ih e  application can 
be downloaded from Google 
Play store o r IOS store. A 
point to be noted is that for 
the pilot phase, registrations 
arc open for students from 
Class V onwards.

Through th : innovation o f 
the STEM S programme, let 
us hope that tie  system will 
work in a  smooth . progres­
sive and systematic manner 
and bring a change not only 
to  the  sta te  but the en tire  
country.

Yours ctc., 
Alvinson P Syicm.

Shillong -  3

When will we have 
uninterrupted 
power supply?
Lditor.
T his load shedding has 

been going on in our state 
for quite a number o f  years 
now and we lie consumers 
are fed up o f  this disruption. 
T his time the t mings for load

shedding are so  haphazard 
that w c are not in a position to 
schedule our work hours. Wc 
would like to know from the 
Power Department the exact 
status o f  the McECL so that 
w c can be prepared to cope 
with the pow er cuts which 
actually  interfere with our 
w ell-being. Load shedding 
is not a recent phenomenon. 
Wc have been experiencing it 
for many years. But wc are 
kept in the dark about the real 
reasons for the pow er cuts. 
And wc arc still in the dark 
as to w hen wc are  going to 
be free from this load shed­
ding. It actually amounts to 
c on tin u o u s to rtu re  o f  our 
children as it has continued 
every year during this season. 
Load shedding is a nightmare 
to  our children, the school 
and college students, not to 
speak o f  daring  thefts and 
dacoity under covcr o f  dark­
ness. Wc arc  left w ith one 
op tion  and that is to  urge 
the M DA.2 G overnment to 
a ddress th is pow er dcficit 
in  M eghalaya once and for 
all. T his chronic disease o f  
ou r State m ust be  attended 
to  on an em ergency basis. 
O the r governm ents in  the 
past too have tried to  solve 
this matter but failed. That’s 
why in 2018 wc clcctcd a new 
G overnm ent with the hope 
that it will resolve this crisis 
but in vain.

The G overnm ent should 
etan repairing the defective 
but repairable machine and

replace the completely irrepa­
rable ones from the moment 
the load shedding is  lifted 
but w hatever it is wc want 
an assurance that conic 2024 
there will be no more load 
shedding.

Yours ctc..
Louis Pyngropc, 

Via email

W hy the 
inconsistent 

load-shedding?
Editor
Earlier the load-shedding 

at night w as scheduled from 
12 AM to 5A M . But now 
for the last few days w c fail 
to understand as to why the 
M E PD C L  has re so rte d  to 
rescheduling the tim ing i.c 
load shedding from 12 AM 
to 2 AM and 4 AM to 6  AM. 
W hy is pow er restored from 
2 AM  to 4 AM. These arc odd 
hours w hen people are not 
likely to  use power. I request 
the MEPDCL to stick to the 
o ld tim ing o f  load shedding 
from 12 AM to 5 AM. Restor­
ing pow er between 2 AM and 
4 AM is unnecessary.

Yours ctc., 
S.L. Singhania. 

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and  not tha t of
The Shillong Time*

A case for 
no roster

By CF Lyngdoh

Fifty  one years ago  the 
le ad e rs  o f  th e  H ill S ta te  
M ovem ent, C a p ta in  W il-

Khasi -  Jaintia Tribe (KJ. 
in short) works out to about 
14.00.000(14 lacs). This is

liamson Singnia. Mr. B.B. based on the records o f  the
Lyngdoh Mr. Kislobin Rym- K; ,»r„ b y lc r ia „  Synods,
ba i. Mr. G.Ci. Sw ell. Mrs. ,hc Ri Bhoi Synol|  ,ho AU
Miriam D. Shire and a host Saints Church the Calholic
o f  other leaders from Khasi- Church, the Church o f  God,
ja in tia  an t Garo Hills with lhe Nla;„  K lusi Niam TnJ
an astute foresight for the anj  ,j,c  U nitarian Church 
two hill areas, finally heaved 
a sigh o f  relief w hen their
dream  for a separate  H ill denom inations.Thepopula-
Statc finally saw the light o f  tion o f  the Garo Tribe can be
day when the Hill State o f  reasonably put at 10.00,000
their dream was inaugurated ( , 0  ,acs) Thc popu|ation o f
on _1 st Jsnuary. 197- with ,j)C n0 n .trjbals is estimated
a poctic n anc  ’M eghalaya’ -  |o b c  353.347 j„ k j  Hills and 
‘the land o f clouds' which it 
is actually so.

Initially, many people o f [„g thc  floating population,
the two hill areas were anx- Overall, a rough estimation

Percentage 
(up to  2 decim al 

places)

i) KJ Tribe
ii) G aro Tribe
iii) Non Tribal &amp; 

O thers

14.00.0(H)
10.00.000 
5.66.889

47.19
33.70
19.11

T ota l- 29.66.889 100.00

Therefore th c  ra tio  o f  popula tion:
KJ : Garo : Rest o f  thc population is 
47.19 33.70 : 19.11 on percentage basis

thc G aros will work together 
and if  they can cooperate in 
thc intcresls o f  thc well- be­
ing o f  thc new state and their 
people. Thank G od, things 
w ent smoothly and very well 
for thc people o f  Meghalaya. 
The relationship between thc 
two tribes in all spheres o f  
activity gelled smoothly and 
cordially for 50 years. All o f 
a sudden. !hc cordial atm o­
sphere wasjoltcd (mildly) by 
the so called ‘Roster System ' 
introduced not long ago to be 
pait o f  thc ’Job Reservation 
Policy' o f  Vlcghalaya.

Wc do not know  much 
about the Job  Reservation 
Policy scriptcd by the found­
ers o f  Meghalaya State. W hat 
is well kno.vn to us is that thc 
Khasi Jaintia Tribe will be 
entitled to*0%  reservation in 
appointments in gov ernment 
jobs to posts advertised by

Here w c see the  com ­
bined population o f  KJ and 
Garo Tribes to  be 80.89%  
o f  thc  S ta te  Popu lation ; 
thc formula 40:40 however 
assumes thc population per­
centage o f  this combine to 
be 80% out o f  the total Slate 
Popu la tion . O n the  80%  
basis, thc proportion

K J: Garo works to 46.67: 
33.33. i.e.. Population break 
up Khasi Jaintia ■ 46.67%  

G aro 33.33%  Rest = 
20.00%

If  100 appointments are 
made each year by the State 
G overnm ent, the  K hasi -  
J a in tia  g ro u p  w ou ld  be 
entitled m athem atically  to 
47 posts , the O aro  group 
w ould  be e n title d  to  33 
posts and 20 posts w ill go 
to thc third group known 
as O pen Category based on 
percentage population. On

“Initially, many people o f  the two hill areas 
were anxious to see how the two main tribes 
-  the Khasi Jaintia and the Garos will work 

together and i f  they can cooperate in the 
interests o f  the well- being o f  the new state 
and their people. Thank God, things went 
smoothly and very well fo r  the people o f  

Meghalaya. The relationship behveen the 
two tribes in all spheres o f  activity' gelled 

smoothly and cordially fo r  50 years. All o f  
a sudden, the cordial atmosphere was jolted 

(mildly) by the so called *Roster System ’ 
introduced not long ago to be part o f the 
‘Job Reservation Policy' o f  Meghalaya. ”

the government and in edu­
cational institutions so also 
thc G aro Tribe is entitled to 
40%  reservation, in appoint­
ment to posts advertised by 
the State (iovemment.

This Reservation Policy 
o f  40%  cach for the to tribes 
(call it the 40 : 40 formula) 
at first loot itself appears to 
be lopsided because the 40 : 
40 formula is not based on 
realistic  pipu la tion  figures 
but arbitrarily; the founding 
fathers justified thc policy 
on thc grouids that they want 
to sec the two tribes to attain 
parity sometime in tlx: future 
o f  their young state. Wc like 
to  convince ourselves that 
w hat thc founding fathers 
provided in thc policy had 
a risen  out o f  a fee ling  o f 
brotherhood and generosity 
in the hope that someday in 
thc future the formula 4 0 :4 0  
will be seen being fulfilled at 
thc State Government level 
though not at District levels.

A quick look at thc Cen­
sus Figures o f  M eghalaya 
for thc year 2011 shows thc 
population figures for the 
whole Stale o f  M eghalaya 
a s follows:-

thc other hand by observ­
ing thc formula 40:40, thc 
KJ group  would get only 
40 posts (against 47 calcu­
lated) and the G aro group 
w ould get 40 posts (against 
33 calculatcd). By simply 
adhcring to thc Reserv ation 
Policy, the G aro Tribe gains 
an extra 7 posts advantage 
w hilst thc K hasi -  Ja in tia  
T r ib e  lo se s  7 p o s ts  fo r 
every 100 posts appoin ted  
by the  governm ent. With 
a ll th is  e x tra  a d v an ta g e  
en joyed  by thc G aro  T ribe 
to  the d isadvantage  o f  the 
KJ Tribe, thc latter bore the 
loss ung rudging ly  in the 
last 50 years. Is it therefore 
fair o r  ju s t ifiab le  to  make 
thc Roster System  an  im ­
p o rtan t is su e  to  dem and 
for re s to ra tio n  o f  v a ca n ­
c i e s  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t 
be  f ille d  up  in th c  past 
fo r n o b o d y ’s fau lt?  It is  
ho p e d  th a t g o o d  se n s e  
w ill p re v a il a m o n g  th c  
tw o  tr ib e s  n o t to  in s i s t 
o n  r o s t e r  s y s t e m  n o r  
r e v is e  th e  R e s e rv a t io n  
Po licy  en v isag e d  by the 
found ing  fa the rs  fo r thc 
general w elfare  o f  M egha­
laya and  thc w ellbeing o f

i) Khasi -  Jaintia H ills Region
ii) G aro Hills Region

The p o p u la tio n  o f  thc  a | |  the citizcns o f  the State.
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Powers o f  states
A Supreme Court order delivered by a Constitu­
tion Bench vis-a-vis powers of the Centre and state 
governments on Thursday deserves special attention. 
The order comcs after years o f arguments followed 
by a judgment lhat got referred to a three-member 
Constitution Bench for the final order, in relation 
to powers o f the Delhi Government. The bench has 
held lhat the National Capital Territoiy o f Delhi or its 
government can exercise “legislative and executive 
powers" to administer the state in all matters exclud­
ing law and order (police) and land. In specific terms 
it made clear that the Lieutenant Governor shall be 
bound by the decisions o f the Delhi government and 
the officers o f the civil services have to be under the 
administrative control o f the Delhi government. The 
bench rightly noted, “If the civil service officers feel 
Ihpy  a re  in su la te d  f ro m  th p  c o n tro l  o f  th e  ( D e lh i)

government, it will dilute accountability and aftect 
governance.... If a democratically clcctcd govern­
ment is not given Ihe power to control the officers, 
the principle of triple chain of accountability will 
be redundant.”

It's common knowledge that the AAP govern­
ment o f Arvind Kejriwal has been an eyesore to the 
BJP-lcd central government. Several attempts by the 
central authority to disrupt the Delhi government 
have been thwarted by Kcijiwal by sheer dint of his 
determination *nd the unity o f the AAP top brass 
against many ‘temptations’. Scruples have often 
been thrown to the winds by those at the Centre to 
make the going tough for the AAP and its govern­
ment in the national capital. One tactic employed by 
the Modi dispcisation was to use the Lt Governor 
and the civil service officers to browbeat and de­
rail governance by taking advantage o f the special 
provisions relating to Delhi, a ’slate’ that has less 
powers compared to other slates. The apex court 
corrected a previous observation by a judge that 
civil scrviccs were totally outside the purview of
th e  D e lh i g o v e rn m e n t.

The federal system the nation has adopted for 
smooth running o f governments accords due im­
portance to both the Centre and the States. While 
it is natural tha: states keep seeking more freedom 
for governance, it is also important that the Centre 
remains strong. Without the Centre, there cannot be 
slates: and vice-versa. Yet. perceptions are that the 
Modi government is stretching its limits and suf­
focating state governments in some respects. Such 
was the scene during the period of Indira Gandhi as 
well. There are parallels between the governance 
styles o f Indira Gandhi and Narcndra Modi. Both 
appeared to be authoritarian by their very natures. 
Yel. there can be no circus without a ring.

Conflict Management: 
An Important Soft Skill

Wc live  in a d isp a ra te  
reg io n  a c au ld ro n  (hat 
te n d s  to  b lo w  up  on o u r  
faces every now  and again. 
The reason is because w c are 
different ethnicities that have 
failed to  sit across the table 
to analyse  and resolve the 
socio-econom ic challenges 
we face and to try and resolve 
those. O n the contrary  the 
tendency is to  paint the other 
tribe as the ‘enem y' and lash 
out at their community. One 
can also understand that there 
are long pending unresolved 
issues that have sim m ered 
and  then com e to the boil 
thereby causing a lot o f  pain, 
i ll-w ill, lo ss  o f  liv e s  and  
propcny such as is happening 
in M anipur today.

T h ere  a rc  in h e re n t in ­
e q u itie s  in  M a n ip u r  tha t 
should have been resolved 
a fte r  the B ritish  le ft  th is 
country because it w as the 
co lo n ia l pow er tha t firs t 
div ided  M an ipu r in to  the 
hills and the valley. A t that 
point w c can im agine how 
life in the hills was like. The 
K uk is-Z o -P aite  e tc .. w ho 

Chin 
must

have trudged there to  escape 
the ruthless Burmese rulers. 
In fact, the Burm ese kings 
were qu ite  form idable and 
had conquered M anipur and 
ailed over it for seven long 
ye a rs  (1819- IK25). T h a t 
period was callcd the Seven 
Year Devastation. Burmese 
general M ingi MahaBaixlula 
forced K ing M argit S ingh 
and h is supporters to  flee to 
Cachar. A large num ber o f  
M anipuris too fled to Cachar 
bccausc they could not bear 
the torture and  harassm ent 
under the Burmese.

T he B u rm e se  a lso  in ­
vaded C achar and posed a 
threat to the British rulers. 
In 1825 the Manipuri prince 
G am bhir Singh supported  
by the British forces pushed 
the Burmese out o f  Imphal. 
W ith the assistance  o f the 
British Gam bhir Singh w as 
later able to  a lso  push the 
Bunnesc out o f  the Kabow 
valley  betw een D ecem ber
IX ^ a m l lanuary I Th«* 
British then advanced further 
in to  B urm a a nd  occup ied  
Yandaboo which w as only 
25 km s from Ava the capital 
o f  Burma then. It w as then 
that the Bunnesc and British 
signed the Treaty o f  Yanda­
boo and agreed for perpetual 
peace and friendship w ith 
the  c o m m itm en t th a t the  
Bunnesc would renounce all 
claim s and will abstain from 
all future interference with 
the p rin cip ality  o f  A ssam  
and its dependencies and also 
w ith the con tiguous petty  
states o f  Cachar and Jaintia. 
This treaty ended the open 
conflict be tw een  M anipur 
and Bunna for all tim es to 
come.

But even after becoming 
free  o f  the  B u n n e sc . the

By Patricia M ukhim

M anipur k ings functioned  
under the control o f  the Brit­
ish exercised through their 
political agents. In fact, the 
B ritish w ithout consu lting  
the M anipur king gave awav 
the K abow  v illey  - a  rich 
agricultural land measuring 
nearly 1200 s<; km  and lying 
between the eastern border o f  
M anipur and  the Chindwin 
riv er in  Burma. T h is  w as 
done to avoid a iy  future wars 
with Burma a rd  to  safeguard 
their im perial interests. The 
loss o f  this territory w eighed 
heavily  on the M anipuris. 
How' the British go t into a 
w ar w ith the Manipur kings 
and occupied Kangla fort is 
ano ther historical past that 
co n tin u es  to  h a u n t. A fter 
this annexation by the Brit­
ish post the Anglo-Manipur 
w ar o f  1891, M anipur be­
came a  part of British India. 
T he British n lc d  M anipur 
th rough  an adm in istra tive  
system  called the "N ative  
Rule" w here puppet kings 
w ith limited powers w ere put 
on the throne a id  the adm in­
istration w as run indirectly 
by the British.

M anipur is w ell know n 
for uprisings against the Brit­
ish. The Kuki Rebellion o f  
1917-1919). tie  Zcliang rong 
Naga uprising 1930-32 and 
th e  a n ti-B r itish  w o m e n 's  
m ovem en t the N up ilan  
(1930-40) were all uprisings 
against the British. In 1907 
the British decided to hand 
over charge o f the state to 
Raja C'hurachand by consti­
tuting a D arhar headed by 
the Raja as President, called 
the  M anipur S ta te  D arbar 
fonncd under the Rules for 
the G eneral Administration 
o f  the State (XFGAS). The 
British known for their chi­
canery scparaicd the adm in­
istration o f  thehillsoccupied 
by the Naga. Kuki and other 
tr ibes from tie  valley. The 
hills were under the charge 
o f  the Vice President o f  the 
Manipur State Darbar. a Brit­
ish officer wilh little scope 
for the Raja lo in terfere in
the  administration. T he Brit­
ish argued tha. the hill tribes 
w ere very different from the 
va lley  b ased  M c ite is  and  
had very different customs, 
languages and ethnicities. It 
was this that sowed the seeds 
for the  present d issension  
betw een the people o f  the 
hills and the valley (Source: 
U nderstanding Conflict in 
M anipur ASccio-H istorical 
P e rsp e c tiv e  b y  V eronica  
Khangchian).

At the  t in e  o f  In d ia 's  
in d c p cn d c n c ; th e re  w ere  
565 princely itatcs in India 
o f  w hich M aripur w as one. 
In September 949 Maharaja 
Bodhchandra Singh signed 
the Instrument o f  A ccession 
to  India. M anipur becam e 
a Union Territory in 1962

and a fu ll-fledged sta te  in 
1972. However, the seeds o f  
inherent distrust sow ed by 
the  B ritish and the largely 
incongrucnt e thnicities - the 
Kuki-Zo-Paitc Naga- Mcit- 
ei ensured  tha t they could 
never Icam to live together 
in hannony. The situation is 
made w orse by the fact that 
about 67%  o f  the population 
live in 10%  o f  the geographi­
cal area  o f  M anipur w hile  
the rest 33%  live in the hills 
which constitute 90 %  o f  the 
total land m ass o f  Manipur.

T he N agas and  M citeis 
feci that the Kukis are inter­
lopers from the Chin hills o f  
Burma w hich is a fact but 
having lived in  those hills 
from the early 18th century 
they can no longer be consid­
ered migrants and ccrtainly 
not ‘illegal m igrants 'as is be­
ing m ade out to be. It is true 
that after Myanmar regressed 
in to  m ilita ry  ru le  a good  
number o f  Kuki-Chin people 
from M yanm ar have taken 
sh e lte r  in K uk i-inhab ited  
a reas. W hat m akes things 
convoluted here is that India 
has no national law on refu­
gees. India refused to sign 
the 1951 Refugee C onven­
tion. This leaves a staggering
250.000 recognized refugees 
in a  legally grey area. India 
urgen tly  needs a  Refugee  
Policy.

W hile p c o p leo f  the same 
ethnic and kinship tics from 
M yanm ar keep arriv ing  in 
small num bers both in M a­
n ipur and M izoram there is 
no definite plan about their 
return. T heir absorption into 
the tw o states w ould pose a 
problem o f  resources which 
are  a lready  scarce. Ind ia 's 
North Fastcni states were not 
creatcd on the basis o f  their 
e conom ic  v iab ility . T hey  
were a ll creatcd out o f  politi­
cal exigencies. H ence unreg­
ulated population growth is 
problematic. However, there 
are w ays o f  resolving these 
issues. M izoram seem s to be 
m ore transparent in handling 
the M yanmar refugee;:. .Via 
nipur docs not seem  to have 
a handle on this.

W hat is  a lso problematic 
is the resistance by the  M a­
nipur government to  devolve 
power to the Hill Areas Coun­
cils (I I AC) and give them 6th 
Schedule status so  that they 
have governance autonomy. 
From the very beginning the 
G overnment o f  M anipur has 
been playing fast and loose 
by not empowering the tribal 
councils and allowing them 
to plan out their development 
framework. Here the role o f  
the 20 ML As from the hill ar­
eas must also be questioned. 
F or 21 years the  h ills had 
boycotted the elections to  the 
C ouncils because they w ere 
not given adequate powers. 
T h is  sh o u ld  h av e  been  a

critical election agenda but 
it d id  not becom e  a point 
o f  convergence for the hill 
tribes. Is this because the 
Naga, Kuki and other tribal 
MLAs cannot sit together in 
a show o f  solidarity that will 
challenge th e  G overnm ent 
in Imphal?

The recen t in trusion  o f  
the  M an ipu r G overnm en t 
into the forest lands o f  the 
Kuki tribes in a bid to turn 
them to reserved forests and 
wild life sanctuaries is also 
a sore point sincc the tribes 
believe they ow n the hills 
a nd  forests. T he M anipur 
G overnm en t a lso  e v ic ted  
the villagers o f  K Songjang 
v illage  sa y in g  they  w ere 
newly created villages much 
after the Indian Forest Act, 
o f  1927 and its subsequent 
amendments.

T here are also allegations 
that C h icf M inister N Bircn 
Singh wants to  expand the 
area under marijuana cultiva­
tion with the intention of lc-

d rastica lly  the  area  under 
poppy cultivation. In fact, the 
area under poppy cultivation 
in the hills has conic down 
from 6742 acres in 2021 to 
1.118 a cres  in  2022. That 
the drug lords o f  M anipur 
irrespective  o f  e thn ic itie s  
would be unhappy with this, 
goes without saying.

The hill tribes o f  Manipur 
have had an ongoing grouse 
a gainst w hat tney  call the 
Meitei led government which 
invests the large part o f  its 
resources in the valley while 
the hills a re  left in the lurch 
with very little infrastructure 
and not even good roads. All 
m ajor institutions o f  learning 
a re  based  in Im phal. T his 
governance deficit is sure to 
creatc anim osity and a sense 
o f  deep frustration. W hy do 
w c wonder then when v io­
lence becomes the strategy o f  
choice? W here do the tnbals 
take the ir  disaffection  to? 
W ho listens to  them? W here 
arc the conflict management 
p latfonns where they can at 
least voicc the ir grievances
and lot out

It is in this context that 
schools, c o lleges and  un i­
versities need to  train their 
y oung  ones to  channe lise  
their anger and frustration in 
a manner that they arc able 
to get those grievances ad­
dressed without bloodshed, 
violence, killing and arson. 
I t's  a high price to pay for the 
sole reason that the state has 
failed to  creatc institutions o f  
conflict management. Should 
w c not work a t th is objective 
collectively instead of*raving 
and ranting a t each other’? We 
a rc  after a ll humans o f  the 
sam e origin: our allegiance 
to our cthnicitics only serves 
our ego. Its time w c learnt to 
have cross-community con­
vocations. It's the only w ay 
to a more liveable future.

C itizens m ust 
voice out their  

concerns
Editor
People have told me that 

it’s pointless expressing one's 
response  to  1 he  S h illong  
T im es news and .vritc-ups! 
'W h o  he a rs  you r v o ic e? ’ 
is  the off repeated refrain! 
G overnment is never moved 
b y  the plight o f  tkc people! 
N ev e rth ele ss , the a rtic le . 
Roads Cannot Take Priority 
o ve r W ater, by G regory F 
Shullai. (ST May 11.2023) 
has prompted me to respond! 
It is because he exercised his 
'D uty o f  Care' to highlight an 
issue o f  the water priority, 
I rec iprocate  m y duty too 
through this letter

lt w as comforting to see 
a photo o f  AL lick inaugu­
ra ting  the  new ly  installed  
w ater tap s contributed by 
the Rotrary C lub at Nong- 
m ensong, on page 4  o f  the 
sam e  day. And I chuckled 
at AL Hek's frank address. 
"Rotary C lub is a r  organisa­
tion w hich readies out where 
even the government fails to 
reach.-  How very true!

N ow. i f  w c tkc people 
(including NGOs)don't raise 
ou r voices and 'vie with each 
o the r in offering solutions 
.“the agonising suffering by 
the voicclcss people in this 
cris is w ill persist. The crisis 
is  a c u te  a nd  a larm ing  in 
m any localities, but bccausc 
w ater ta n k ers  arc read ily  
availab le , ou r frustrations

simmer!
I'm  in te rested  to  know 

w hether the affected people, 
localities, through the Head­
man. can take up the case in 
the  court o f  law against the 
governm ent's failure to  pro­
vide a basic right. Someone 
has to  be held accountable! 
A nd on the other hand if our 
trees and forests arc merci­
lessly hackcd to make way 
for new  and  w ide r roads 
then catchm cnt areas w ill 
dry up leading to irreversible 
damage! I w onder why a ll 
the Shillong G reater Water 
Supply p ro jec ts s ince  the 
early  1980s have not come 
to  fruition?

Is it not too late to con­
struct reservoirs a s seen in 
many hill areas?

Yours etc..
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - 19

S o h r a : 
Yesterday, 
today and 
tom orrow

Editor,
"Cherrapunjee” is a name 

g iv e n  by th e  B ritish  bu t 
'■Sohra" in local d ialect, is 
the  placc where the highest 
rainfall in the world is  re­
corded. till its record is bro­
ken by nearby Mawsynram. 
It lies in the southern part ol 
M eghalaya, where the plains 
o f  Bangladesh can be  clcarly 
seen  from  its rolling hills;

it's on these H ills that the 
British came, conquered and 
settled in the early 1800*s. to 
escape the heat and hum id­
ity  o f  the plains. It had been 
the capital o f  the erstwhile 
A ssam province till it was 
shifted to Shillong in 1861. 
I t's  the p lace w here the first 
church and first Khasi was 
baptized by the Missionary 
from W ales. Rev. Thom as 
Jones, w ho is subsequently 
callcd "Father o f  the Khasi 
a lp h a b e t .”  Rev. T h o m a s  
Jones not on ly  p ioneered  
the change in education, re­
ligion but also the economic, 
social, political and modern 
outlook o f  the Khasis w ho 
until the advent o f  the m is­
sionaries w ere sim ple trib- 
a ls . b ackw ard  and  alm ost 
primitive people with their 
animistic beliefs.

With the passage o f  tim e 
and the fall o f  the once a l­
m igh ty  B ritish  em pire  in  
1947, the Khasi and Jaintia 
H ills w ith the ir  many lo ­
cal chieftains, had voted to  
m erge w ith India and  not 
w ith  E ast Pak is tan . W ith 
the pa rtition  o f  India and 
E ast Pak istan  now  c alled  
Bangladesh, trade that once 
flourished between the hills 
and plains stopped abruptly, 
w ith the com ing o f  the in­
ternational border. K hasis 
in Sohra Area had depended 
heavily on tha t trade, and  a 
ropew ay com pany w as se t 
up by the British, to  sup­
p ly  lim estone  a nd  coal to  
the  pla ins o f  B angladesh. 
D eposits o f  coal and lim e­

stone are found abundantly 
in Sohra and its  adjoining 
area.

Therefore many villagers 
arc forced to n igratc  to other 
placcs for better econom ic 
opportunities In the 1960‘s, 
th e  then  G o v ern m e n t o f  
Assam with an intention to  
create  jo b  opportunities to 
the local popula tion , had 
estab lished  a cem ent fac­
tory to take advantage o f  the 
huge deposit o f  lim estone, 
coal and  clay found in the 
surrounding area o f  Sohra. 
A CC o r Assam cem ent cor­
poration w as set up. which 
later w as rcnaned to MCCL: 
M awm luh Chcrra C em ent 
Limited after the creation o f  
the state o f  Meghalaya.

This is the com pany that 
m y fa the r w orked fo r till 
he retired, a n j it 's  the same 
com pany  that I jo in e d  in 
2005 till date. With the ruling 
o f  the N GT in 2014 stopping 
the extraction and expo rt­
ing o f  coal in M eghalaya, 
the com pany started to face 
losses and in 2020 with the 
C ovid epidemic it faced a 
death knell. N ow  in 2023 
and 4  years without regular 
sa la ry , th e  people  in the  
surrounding areas and  the 
em ployees face a tough life. 
N ow  it 's  more urgent that 
we look back and retrospect 
w hat w c  d id  right. T his is 
the age o f  glcbalization and 
w ith the  w orld becom ing  
a small village, the travel­
ling and tourism industry is 
the m ajor revenue earning 
department for the G overn­

ment. and  a lso  g iving jobs 
to local communities. Sohra 
with its picturesque localcs, 
renow ned unique brand o f  
cool w eather, m eandering 
rivers, green hills, cascad­
ing w aterfalls, forest trails 
a nd  trek k in g , w elcom ing  
local people, etc o ilers both 
national and international 
tourists a place to enjoy and 
remember.

T he G o v e rn m e n t had 
encouraged the local popu­
lace to  invest in homestays, 
resorts, eateries to tap into 
the flow and the  basic need 
o f  both national and  inter­
n a tional tou ris ts . But the 
G o vernm en t needs to  do 
m ore by a ttrac ting  private 
o r public investment in the 
industry, and by additional 
push in basic infrastructure 
like roads, water, electricity, 
security etc, so  that footfalls 
o f  both national, internation­
al and high end tourists will 
go up. T he rise in footfalls 
will bring more crucial rev­
enue for the  local populace. 
Moreover, they provide per­
manent jo b s  to local people 
with safe, sccurc and stable 
earnings.

Agriculture, horticulture, 
food processing unit, health 
and wellness ccntrc. ccntrc 
o f  education  c tc. o r o the r 
avenues that arc relevant to 
the w ca th e ro f Sohra and it 's  
location or arc aligned to the 
su s ta in a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t 
agenda of the governm ent 
o r  th e  local c om m un ities  
should be urgently pushed by 
the government to boost the

socio-econom ic upliftm cnt 
and productivity o f  the local 
com m unities. T he G overn­
m ent. N G O ’s. com m unity 
leaders should urgently ad­
dress the problem o f  unem­
ployment, by pushing as had 
been done in the 6 0 's , but 
now  rev e rse ly  from  non- 
su s ta in a b lc  dev elo p m e n t 
activity to more environment 
fr ien d ly  a n d  su s ta in a b le  
activity.

The local population has 
enough trained m anpower, 
skilled, sem i-skilled o r  un ­
skilled w orkforce ready to be 
absorbed in any sustainable 
a c tiv i tie s  in itia ted  by the  
a bove m entioned  pro jec t. 
B ut the  o n ly  c ru c ia l and  
critical point, is to  make sure 
these private, public entities 
coming to  invest should not 
infringe and tram ple on the 
rights o f  all w orkforce, by 
depriving o r discriminating 
th a n  on the basis o f  their pay 
o r otherw ise, so that their 
safety, security  and s tab i­
lized earning capacity  is not 
com prom ised. T his in turn 
w ill ease  the frustration o f  
m any job less, unemployed 
youth making them positive 
contributors to  the society, 
com m unity and the nation 
as a  whole.

Y ouisctc., 
Pynskhem Lyngdoh 
M awkisyiem. Sohra

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page  are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
a u th o rs  and  no t lha t o f  
The Sh illong  lim e s

P a k is ta n ’s S to ry

An analytical 
perspective

By Dr. D. K. G in
T he dram atic a rrest o f  

70 -yea r-o ld  Im ran K han, 
the form er Prim e M inister 
o f  Pakistan has p lunged the 
hapless country into a  civil 
war. Imran Khan w as by far 
the m ost popular cricketer 
and leader on many counts, 
h is  m arriage  to  Jem im a  
Khan, the daughter o f  m e­
d ia tycoon James Goldsmith, 
a n d  h is ow n a ris to c ra t ic  
background. H ow ever, the 
anrcst was on the cards as 
is typical o f  Pakistan poli­
tics o f  revenge. W hen the 
friends or allies fall out, like 
the English playwright W il­
liam Congreve ( 1670-1729) 
put it. "I leaven has no rage 
like  love to  hatred turned, 
nor hell i  fury like women 
scorned."

One is referring to  no love 
lost betw een Im ran K han
and the Aimy which propped 
him  to position o f  the Prime 
M inister in the first placc. It 
has not been clcarly revealed 
y et w hy ihey fell out. The 
ju ry  is  still out on  it. May 
be . Imran K han was over­
shadowing G eneral Q am ar 
Javcd Bajwa in international 
fora .or the Americans found 
Khan too hot to handle, as 
Im ran h im self a lluded. Be 
that as it may, for the  first 
time in Pakistani politics, the 
c ivilians and the A nny arc 
at daggers draw n, civilians 
a rsoningthc military houses

more precise, the A rm y has 
remote controlled the civil 
administration. Since 1947, 
when Pakistan w as created, 
the Army has directly taken 
over thrice by staging coups. 
W orse than  th a t, h a v ing  
taken  o ve r, it has p h y s i­
cally elim inated the politi­
cal rivals o r made them flee 
the country. Arm y oflicials 
have minted money through 
fo re ign  a id  m a in ly  from  
the US prom ising support 
to  Fight the M ujah idecns 
and  then  the  T aliban . On 
the contrary, the  Army has 
used that money to sponsor 
terrorism in India. It double 
crossed even USA by shel­
tering Osam a Bin Laden in 
their arm y barracks. Thanks 
to  A m erican  in te llig en c e  
agency, it took them ages to 
find out Pakistan's duplicity. 
Only Donald Trump spoke 
c a n d id ly  th a t Is la m ab a d  
w as hoodw inking  the  US 
leadership.

The third pillar is K ash­
mir. Here again. Pakistan is 
caught in a perennial bind. 
All their national and inter­
national politics is driven by 
their obsession with Kash­
mir. The division o f  Kashmir 
is  a h is to rical fac t w hich 
must be accepted. I f  it w as 
not for a moral posture taken 
by Pandit N ehru, even the 
PoK should have been with 
India. Be that a s it may for

“Imran K han was d u n g e d  with series 
o f  corrupt ion, including laundering money  

to A I Q aeda through his third wife. 
Arrest warrants were issued. Khan 

was evading. F inally he was p ick ed  up 
from  the court prem ises in Islamabad. 
Along w ith him his key supporters have  

been p ick ed  up. ”

and  establishm ent. O ne is 
absolutely unsure where will 
a ll th is lead to?

B efo re  a n a ly s in g  the  
Pakistan politics, the struc­
tural anomalies, let us have 
a b rief  look a t the run up 
to  the arrest. Im ran K han 
w as chaiged with scries o f  
corrup tion  including laun­
dering m.Hicy to Al Qaeda 
through liis third w ife. Ar­
rest w arrants w ere  issued. 
K han wa* evading. Finally 
he was pek ed  up from the 
court premises in Islamabad. 
Along w ih  him  his key sup­
po rters  have been  p icked  
up. T he 13-member ruling 
coalition seems to be  elated 
with the development as in 
the event o f  Imran K han be­
ing disqualified for life, his 
prospect o f com ing back to 
pow er is  nil. w hereas they 
should support Khan in his 
battle against the all-power­
ful anti-democratic military. 
T his lead? us to the structural 
problem s o f  Pakistani poli­
tics which arc derailing the 
country and have brought it 
to  such an impasse.

Pakistan politics stands 
on th ree  legs, that is w hy 
it rem ains e v e r  unsteady. 
These are Islam (religion), 
the  A rm y, a n d  K ashm ir. 
These three determinants o f  
both domestic and foreign 
policy luve  proved dircly 
d e trim en ta l to  P a k is tan 's  
economic growth and demo­
c ratic development. Let us 
take the first pillar, religion. 
T he basis o f  c re a tio n  o f  
Pakistan by separating from 
India was the religion. It was 
a w rong premise. India was 
and is a multicultural coun­
try w ith varia tions within 
each a ttrb u te  language, 
religion, caste, ethnicity, and 
so on. What one means is, 
i f  Pakistan were an Islamic 
state, why did East Pakistan 
(B angladesh) break  away 
from it? .t d id bccausc, a l­
though they w ere Muslims 
they  a rc  like  B engalis  in 
th e ir  language, food  and  
c lo th ing , c tc. Further, the 
c u ltu ra l divis ion betw een 
v arious groups like Punjabis. 
Sindhis, Baluch. Pakhtoons 
a re  no t vet reso lv ed  and 
arc under constant threat o f  
break up.

T he s :c o n d  le g  is  the 
Army. Pakistan is callcd a 
hyb rid  dem ocracy  a s  the  
pow er a lters be tw een  the 
A rm y and the c ivilian ad ­
m inistration. In  fact, to  be

now as no one can predict 
the fu tu re . B ut the  m oot 
point is Pakistan continuing 
to  claim  Kashm ir a s it is a 
M uslim  m ajo rity  s ta te  is 
ludicrous. If that is the logic, 
why could they not hold on 
to  East Pakistan which was a 
Muslim region? The division 
o f  India in 1947 had ccrtain 
p ro to c o ls  a n d  fo rm u lae . 
Kashmir decided to accede 
to India, and that is it.

P ak istan 's K ashm ir ob­
session is ruining its politics 
a nd  e conom y. Islam abad  
w as using the U S support to 
engineer terrorist violence 
in India and now it has be­
com e a sa te l lite  s ta te  o f  
China. Many observers have 
pointed out that embracing 
China  is like  a bear hug. 
C ountries tapping C h ina’s 
so-callcd surplus money as 
once Nepalese Ambassador 
to  India h in ted  “ is in v it­
ing oneself into a debt trap 
and then bankruptcy". Sri 
Lanka is a case in point. At 
the same tim e, a s like same 
poles repel each other, how 
long the  C hinese  political 
a u to crac y  and  P a k is tan 's  
m ilita ry  a u th o ritaria n ism  
could co-habit is a  question 
to  ponder.

F in a lly . P a k is tan i d e ­
mocracy is elitist, it has to 
be made m ass based. Then 
a ll Pakistani s takeholders 
-political, business, civil so ­
ciety. professionals, should 
have a nation-w ide debate 
including a referendum  on 
their top political priorities: 
i f  ncccssary. w ith interna­
tio n a l su p e rv is io n . New 
Delhi could give a hand in 
helping PakisUtn stabilize, 
with only one precondition 
that Pakistani A nny should 
stop terrorism  in India. Dis­
memberment o f  any country 
is in nobody's interest beside 
humanitarian risks. Pakistan 
should not reach the brink. 
The drift must be arrested.

G iven Indian tradition o f  
good  nc ighborlincss N ew  
Delhi should open a back- 
channel diplomatic interven­
tion. Both countries should 
forget that anti-India o r anti- 
Pakistan rhetoric gives them 
p o litica l d iv id e n d s. T hat 
is political brinkm anship . 
W hat we req u ire  in  c u r­
rent troubled tim es across 
the world is  statesmanship. 
— INFA

(The writer is Secretary  
G eneral. Assn. F or D em o­
cratic Socialism )
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For success, altitude is equally  
as Important as ability. ”

— Waller Scott
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Power Cut Traum a
IT would be a travesty to lay the blame for the 
10-12 hour power cuts that M eghalaya is go­
ing through and which is disrupting lives and 
livelihoods on y on the present government. But 
perhaps one reason why people voted for the 
NPP-led Government in 2018 was that it would 
bring a m ajor overhaul in all sectors, especially 
one that was debilitated by gross m ism anage­
m ent over many years. It is an open secret that 
the industrial sector in M eghalaya has been 
given too much indulgence and they have been 
drawing huge am ounts o f  pow er but not paying 
their dues on lime. The trouble is that neither 
governm ents past or present have ever been 
transparent. Each government has been trying 
to hide the cumulative losses o f  the M eECL and 
have tried and are still trying to bail it out with 
central funds and loans. There has been no  trim­
ming down o f  the loss- m aking verticals which 
is transmission and distribution.

All those companies that have bid for hydel 
pow er projects during the Congress-led MUA 
G overnm ent have com e a cropper. Not one o f  
them has ever started their projects except for 
the Ganol Project which, although inaugurated, 
has not produced a single w att o f  pow er till 
date. The public needs to know the status o f  
the Ganol project and even the existing hydel 
projects. How m uch is M eghalaya currently 
generating and what is the quantum  o f  power 
that the state :s buying from the national grid 
and at what cost? How m uch o f  M eghalaya's 
own pow er generation capacity is being eroded 
due to depreciated m achinery that can no longer 
be repaired? All these should be put up on the 
public dom air since it is public m oney that is 
being consistently pum ped into what is a  losing 
concern. All oiher states o f  the North East have 
got out o f  the load shedding syndrom e includ­
ing M anipur which once was notorious for it. 
M eghalaya's power sector which was run very 
ably in the 1990’s  until the later period o f  that 
decade suddenly went downhill. The sheer scale 
o f  m ismanagement is unprecedented and has 
brought the state to where it is today.

There have been suggestions from various 
quarters that Meghalaya should now think o f  
investing in thermal pow er plants since it has 
captive coal mines which will last for several de­
cades. W hen the whole world is thinking o f  go­
ing slow on the use o f  fossil fuels can Meghalaya 
do differently? W hat would be the investment 
for clean energy generation for thermal power? 
All these have to be kept in mind, apart from 
the environmental degradation that will follow 
the coal extraction and processing.

The ‘Double Engine’ Sarkar 
Under Scanner in Karnataka
‘Double engine sarkar' is 

a  term that has steadily crept 
into the political discourse 
in the last eight years ever 
since Narcndra Modi bccamc 
prime minister. The 'double 
eng in e ' rhetoric is  part o f  
the BJP 's arm oury in  every 
state elec tion , designed  to 
convince the voter that only 
w hen the same party  rules 
at the state and Centre will 
the benefits o f  development 
reach  th e  p e o p le . I t a lso  
m irro rs  the  prim e m in is ­
ter’s larger than life persona 
where M r Modi remains the 
BJP’s poll trum p card in ev­
er)' election from municipal 
to national. But here is the 
in trigu ing  q uestion  be ing  
posed in  poll bound Karnat­
aka : can the prime m inister’s 
undoubted popularity over­
com e the anti-incum bency 
being faced by a relatively 
w eak BJP governm en t in 
Bengaluru ?

So far the  ‘d o u b le  e n ­
g ine ' CulKCpI lias met will)
mixed success. In Himachal 
Pradesh just six months ago. 
the  B JP  g o v e rn m e n t w as 
unable  to  w in  re-e lec tion  
d e sp ite  th e  p rim e  m in is-

By Rajdeep Surdesai

g inc’ propaganda? In the last 
few  years, the BJP govern­
m ent in Bengaluru has been 
battered by a slew o f  corrup­
tion allegation*. T he 'double 
eng ine ’ tag means that the 
Centre too can’t entirely es­
cape the corruption taint. The 
prime m inister's rousing ‘na 
khaoonga na fchanc doonga’ 
zero tolerance for corruption 
slogan loses its moral sheen
w hen M LA s arc caught w ith 
cash  o r  w hen a  Karnataka 
c on tractor association hurl 
accusations o f  a 40 per cent 
commission being demanded 
for clearing projects. Even if  
the charge is unprovcn. the 
figure has stuck in the public 
discourse.

K arnataka c h ie f  m inis­
te r  Basavraj B om m ai is a 
so ft spoken , genial po liti­
c ian . hardly a m ass leader 
o f  substancc like the man he 
replaced in 2021. US Ycd- 
dyurappa. BSY.as the former 
K arn atak a  c h ie f  m in is te r  
is  referred to. is a rarity in 
th e  B JP ’s e x is ting  pow er 
structure: a strong regional

huge goodw ill for h is  pro 
poor w elfarist program m es 
as ch ief m in ister in interior 
villages, it isn ’t unusual to 
hear vo ters cu tting  across 
K arnataka’s traditional caste 
fault-lincs express a desire 
for S iddaram iah  as c h ie f  
minister and Modi as prime 
minister.

W hich explains w hy the 
BJP has been forced to turn to 
Prime M inister M odi’s now 
familiar cam paign blitzkrieg 
as their last throw- o f  the dicc. 
B JP P re sid e n t. JP  N adda 
has even gone so  far a s to 
suggest that ‘the people o f  
Karnataka should vote for the 
BJP if  they w ish to continue 
to enjoy the blessings o f  Mr 
M od i'. The BJP President 
might have got carried away 
w ith the M odi ‘B hakti’ 
opponen ts  sec the rem ark 
a s  a threa t o f  preferen tial 
treatment bu t it reveals 
ju st w hy the 'double engine' 
concept is fraught with dan­
ger. politically and constitu­
tionally, in a vast and diverse 
federal polity like India.

We a re  now seeing it play 
out in Karnataka where the 
Congress has a ttem pted to 
s ti r  K annadiga pride  on  a 
variety o f  issues, including 
by craftily  ‘m anufacturing ' 
a  local brand Nandini versus 
Amul proxy milk war.

It is this em otive Karna­
taka versus Centre narrative 
that should w orry the BJP 's 
political m anagers beyond 
just this e lec tion . Karnataka, 
a fte r  a ll, w as seen  a s the 
BJP 's gateway to the south as 
part o f  the party 's attempted 
geographical expansion. But 
if  the perception grow s that 
the ‘double e ngine' model is 
actually a remote controlled 
D e lh i-c en tric  go v ern an ce  
system , it is bound to  em ­
bolden more southern state 
governments and leaders to 
prey on regional anxieties.

T h e  M odi p e rso n a lity  
cult which is at the heart o f  
the 'double engine’ outreach 
is, in tha t sense, a double  
edged svvu.d. W hile il give* 
the BJP a distinct edge in a 
presidential style 'n a tiona l' 
election, it also exposes the 
lim ita tio n s  o f  a p o litica l 
model which is almost obses-
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te r's  appeal made w ith typi­
cal po litica l bom bast tha t 
a vo te  for th e  lo tu s  ‘w ill 
com e directly to M r M odi's 
account a s  a blessing’. By 
contrast, in G ujarat where 
elections were held a t around 
the same time as Himachal, 
the 'double engine' strategy 
w as a resounding success. 
T he B J P 's  G u ja ra t c h ie f  
minister. Bhupendra Patel is 
a relative non-entity, a first 
time M LA who was suddenly 
pitchforked into the top job  
a year before the elections. 
Even in the BJP 's publicity 
material, lie w as barely vis­
ible. And yet. the BJP scored 
a stunning record breaking 
win in Gujarat on the  back 
o f  the Modi factor. Gujarat 
is, o f  course, sui generis: it 
is the prime m inister's home 
state but also a BJP dominant 
party state where the party 
has been in pow er for more 
than 25 years.

W here  d o c s  K arnataka 
then fit into this 'double cn-

sa trap w ith a h ise o fh iso w n , 
especially amongst the influ­
ential Lingayat com m unity 
. The attem pt to  push him  
into a  semi-retirement 'm arg- 
darshak m and il'd id n 'tq u itc  
work, and the party has been 
be la ted ly  forced to  a cc o ­
modate him as a  star cam-

ta lle st K arnataka  facc  by 
som e distance.

Moreover, while the BJP 
grapples with a leadership 
de fic it  at the s ta te  level, 
the C ongress in K arnataka 
is uniquely Messed with a 
plethora o f  well entrenched 
local leaders. The resource­
ful DK Shivakumar and the 
crow d pu lle r  S iddaram iah 
may not sec cy; to eye but are 
paradoxically h e  Congress's  
Kannadiga ‘double engine', 
tw o leaders with the politi­
cal nous and grass root con­
nect that the BJP can 't quite 
match in Karnataka. Siddara- 
maiah in pariicular enjoys

T he constitu tion  is  d e ­
signed to  pro tec t a  federal 
compact by ensuring that the 
Centre responds to states in a 
non-discrim inator)' manner. 
In Indira G andhi's era. that 
prom ise w as betrayed by a 
domineering Centre that rou­
tinely m isused Articlc 356 to  
dism iss opposition state gov­
ernments. In the Modi era. 
‘c o -o p c ra tiv c  fed e ra lism ' 
is  again in d a n g er  several 
opposition niled states fear 
tha t the  C entre  is partisan  
and vindictive in approach 
with the ch ief engine driver 
m isusing  cen tra l agcnc ics 
to  settle  scores o r else deny 
funds.

Politically, this is reviving 
regional sentiment in states 
w ith  a h isto ry  o f  cu ltu ral 
distinctiveness : w e saw  it 
in Bengal w hen the prim e 
m inister's ‘Didi o  D idi'cam - 
paign jib e  a llow ed Mamta 
B a n erje e  to  su c ce ss fu lly  
invoke a sense o f  wounded 
B engali su b -n a t io n a l ism .

sively focussed on a  single 
individual. Karnataka could 
well b e  a pointer to the fu­
ture: state elections that are 
fought with increased vigour 
on hyper local issues while 
general elections become a 
referendum on leadership.

Post-script: A midst all the 
debate  over a BJP ‘double 
e n g in e  s a rk a ra ' v e rsu s  a 
Congress local leadership, 
there could yet be  a tw ist in 
the tale. Three o f  the last four 
elec tions in the sla te  have 
thrown up hung assem blies 
and  tw ice  the Ja n ata  D al 
(s e c u la r)  le ad e r  H D  K u- 
marasw am y has been ch ief 
minister. Sitting in his vast 
fa m i ho use on the  outskirts 
o f  Bengaluru, he chuckles: 
‘Yes, 1 am  the joke r in the 
pack but remember you often 
need the joke r to  win a card 
game! *

(T h e  w r i te r  is  s e n io r  
journo  list ond  author, mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52(a;gmail. 
com)

T im e to put a 
halt to hydel 

projects
Editor,
W ith  rc fc rcn c c  to  the  

nrw s »rtirli», "Orj^nisalinns 
in  EJH for stage • II o f  hydel 
project” (ST May 9, 2009), 
is  another hydel project re­
ally  feasible, in light o f  the 
w orsen ing  pow er c ris is in 
the state, that is at the mercy 
o f  rainfall?

Perhaps it is t in e  to  put a 
halt to  hydel projects in the 
state. W hat will be the c li­
mate condition in the years 
and decades to  comc? Will 
the m oney spent on  hydel 
projects be  wortli it, i f  we 
have pow er outages during 
the dry season, which may 
worsen in  the years and de­
cades to  comc?

The good news is that the 
C entre  has given a  nod to  
four m iners, and  scientific 
m ining will begin soon in 
Meghalaya. It is  high time 
w e opt for Thermal Plants, 
which will gc n en ic  pow er 
and revenue all year round. 
A Thermal Plant project will 
not be  at the mercy o f  the 
clim a te  condition , and so 
pow er output and revenue 
projections w ill be more or 
le ss accurate, even for years 
o r  decades.

The productioi: o f  coal in 
the state is more than enough

to fuel such a plant, ifw c  can 
only get rid o f  the negative 
a ttitude tow ards fossil fuel 
plants.

Yours ctc., 
K itdor II. Blah.

Shillong

W ater versus  
Roads

Editor,
I wish to  endorse Gregory 

F Shullai’s recent a rticle  '  
R oads C annot Take P rior­
ity  ove r W ater’ ( ST M ay
I lth.2023) w herein he had 
succinctly given a clear pic­
tu re  o f  the  im portance  o f  
p rov id ing  c lean w ater to 
the residen ts  o f  Shillong. 
Yes. no doubt Shillong  is 
now  plagued w ith  m any a 
problem and one o f  them be­
ing the massive traffic jam s 
on its roads. A solution to 
the traflic jam s is definitely 
r e q u ire d  bu t th is  c an n o t 
o v e rr id e  th e  im p o r ta n ce  
o f  p rov id ing  w ater to the 
residents. In order to ease the 
traflic jam s, wc hear o f  plans 
to  create roads through the 
forests lying on the  northern 
slopes o f  Lum Shillong from 
w here many springs supply 
clean w ater to  many locali­
ties including some areas un­
der the Shillong Municipal 
Board. Construction o f  these 
roads w ill definitely  cause 
the  destruction o f  a pristine 
forest and its springs which 
will then causc havoc in the 
above m entioned residential

areas w hen the w ater supply 
stops a s  it is bound to happen 
when massive road building 
is undertaken.

T h ese  p ro p o sed  roads 
might provide some relief to 
the traffic jam  problem but 
in the bargain, will creatc  
another m assive problem o f  
shortage o f  water for lakhs 
o f  people. How do w e solve 
that problem then? A wise 
solution to  solving one prob­
lem is not to creatc another 
one. One can foresee a w ater 
sho rtage  p rob lem  if  these  
roads a rc  pushed through. 
M eghalaya has m iserably 
failed in the past a s far as 
long time planning is con­
cerned especially in the field 
o f  pow er and  water supply 
and  a lso  road planning  
solutions to  problems w hich 
will arise ten to fifteen years 
la ter w ere never thought o f  
for reasons best known to our 
so  called  political leaders. 
The government must tackle 
the traffic jam  problem  on a 
w ar footing by  consu lting  
e x p e r ts  from  a ro u n d  the  
w orld  but. in  the  bargain, 
sh o u ld  no t c re a te  m isery  
for hundreds and thousands 
o f  its residents by creating 
another b igger problem  o f  
water shortage. A lso, these 
forests provide a safe haven 
for a w ide variety  o f  wild 
life  w hich w ill su re ly  be  
destroyed w ith the intrusion 
o f  roads.

Yours etc., 
D.M. Pariat.

Shillong

10 hours o f  
pow er cut - 

D arkest Age o f  
M eghalaya!
Editor.
Pos t e lec .io n s  and  the 

g o v e rn m e n t h a s  a lre ad y  
sh o w n  i t s  tru e  c o lo u rs . 
S ham e  o n  all o f  u s  w ho 
voted fo r tht* governm ent 
only to  b e  fooled yet again. 
W hile wc arc experiencing 
ten hours o f  pow er cut in 
Gan) H ills in peak summ ers 
amidst sweltering heat, with 
the many oil er pow er cuts 
in  betw een the ten  hours, 
o u r  e lec tric ity  b ills  have  
rem ained  in tact a s  be fo re  
with no respite whatsoever. 
W here's the money we pay 
our bills with, going when 
there’s no power M r C M ? 
W here w as all the  pow er cut 
pre-election Mr CM?

D on't test :hc patience o f  
your clcctoraic Mr CM. If 
w e voted you to power, we 
can throw you out anytime 
as well. Don't wait till the 
heat gets to i s  to explode. I 
believe all oiker parts o f  the 
state including our stale capi­
tal. Shillong, is facing the 
sam e load shedding issue.

W here  a re  a ll the  O r­
ganisations. NGOs. pressure 
groups c tc .?  W hy is none 
speaking up about this grave 
situation that w e are  made 
to facc in th isagc  and time? 
W hile  life  rem ains una f­
fected for vou M r CM , rest

assured, w c will be reminded 
o f  this D arkest Age period 
in the history o f  Meghalaya 
w hen it’s tim e for us the vote 
again.

Yours ctc., 
Namrata Chcttri.

Shillong-1

India’s 
population  
explosion

Kditor
India has surpassed China 

recently in terms o f  holding 
the w orld’s largest popula­
tion tag. Although it's  a great 
honour for som e; unfortu­
nately, it’s a serious pain. In 
other w ords, it’s a signal for 
d isasters w aiting for us in 
the not so  distant future. Wc 
a rc  over stretching ou r re­
sources. struggling forspacc 
to  survive, unem ploym ent 
is killing us due  to lack o f  
enough economic opportuni­
ties for our next generation to 
establish themselves. W care 
unable to provide servicc at 
cveiy front for such a huge, 
staggering  population. No 
government on this planet is 
cflicicnt enough to get it to 
such an expanding popula­
tion yet like o striches we 
arc hiding our heads in the 
sand and thinking that this 
will passoverand  tomorrow 
will be « great doy. All o f  our 
social econom ic problem s 
a s  w ell a s  is su e s  re la ted  
remain unresolved. And our

failures in every facet o f  life 
is related to this uncontrolled 
and  un m o n ito rc d  grow th  
o f  population decades after 
decades. No political party 
wants to  make this an impor­
tant issue a s this is going to 
impact their vote bank.

A nyone  ta lk in g  about 
population control w ill be  
politically victimized . But 
ou r progress and develop­
ment as well a s protection 
o f  the  environm ent is related 
to that. Wc do  blame a ll ex­
isting  cen tral a n d 'o r  s ta te  
governm ents for that. But 
this is not ju st the problem 
o f  the government. It is our 
socio-cultural and  attitudi- 
nal p rob lem . N o p a rticu ­
lar government can fix this 
problem! O ur politicians and 
parliam ent m em bers com c 
from the  sam e socicty that 
w call belong to. Hence, the)' 
w ill have the sam e  w eak­
nesses a s we have. I f  we 
arc too sensitive to  control 
the population, and  blame 
others for o u r  negligence, 
inappropria te  a ttitu d e  and 
failu res; then w e have to 
face the consequences. No 
one can help us. Only w c can 
help ourselves to changc our 
attitudes.

Yours etc..
Saikat Kumar Basu.

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page  are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a n d  no t (hat o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Round The States
By In sa f

SC.QaMaha
& Delhi Crisis

C e n tre  m ust changc 
a ttitu d e

It's high time New Delhi 
secs the w riting on the wall 
an d  m end its  w ays. T h e  
Supreme Court has in no ccr­
tain terms asked the Centre 
to  loam i  lesson o r two in 
governance. D ealing with 
pe titions on the  c o n s titu ­
tionality o f  decisions taken 
in  M aharashtra and  D elhi, 
the apex court has cautioned 
on  the  G overnor a nd  the 
Lt G overnor's functioning 
respectively. In the national 
capital, tlx: A AP had a major 
victory. A fivc-mcmbcr con­
stitution jench  in a unani­
m ous verdict put the lid  on 
an 8 -ycar ru n n in g  b a ttle  
C h ief Minister Kejriwal has 
had with Union H ome M in­
istry and its appointed LGs. 
ruling that Delhi government 
has legislative and executive 
pow ers  over se rv ices  e x ­
cept for public order, policc 
an d  la n e .T h e  M in is try 's  
n o tif ic a tio n  a sse r tin g  it:;
control over services, w as 
thus null fied. a s  the court 
noted the NCT administra­
tion is un ike other UTs and 
has been ’’accorded a 'su i 
generis' (unique) status by 
the Constitution; an elected 
government needs to  have 
con tro l over bu reaucra ts , 
failing which the principle o f  
collective responsibility will 
be  adversely affected.’ Plus, 
it's  in spirit o f  cooperative 
federalism  that the Centre 
m ust exercise  its  pow ers  
w ithin boundaries created 
and  can 'i subsum e NCTD 
in unit o f  the Union merely 
because fe's not a ‘Suite'.

An uplxrat AAP reactcd: 
’ Delhi w ins': order is a ‘tight 
slap* on  mission to  topple 
State  governm ents acro ss

Thackeray says it’s a moral 
victory, his decision to re­
sign without a floor test is 
bound to haunt him. For the 
court held G overnor's deci­
sion inviting Eknath Shindc 
to  form a new government 
‘w as justified sincc T hack­
eray had resigned w ithout 
a  trial o f  streng th .' A t the 
sam e  tim e, the  co u rt has 
a sked the Speaker to  deal 
with the disqualification o f  
16 M L A s issues w ithin a 
‘reasonable pcriod.’l lope for 
Thackeray?

K arn a tak a  D-day 
T he dye  has been cast 

in Karnataka. W ith rccord 
73.19%  voter turnout, the 
countdow n begins today 
will this southern State keep 
its 38-year-old tradition o f
voting  ou t the  incum bent 
party , the BJP and  g ive  a 
boost to a beleaguered C on­
gress . So far, n e ither a rc  
‘heading fora  majority' (113 
scats o f  the 224 Assembly) 
and the State may have a 
hung Assembly, a s predicted 
by 7 o f  10 exit polls! Plus, 
JD(S) could be ‘kingm aker’ 
again. The Congress desper­
ately needs a m ajority w ith a 
gap o f  a t least 30 seats given 
that BJP will pounce on the 
sm a lle r  n u m b c rs to  c ro ss  
over the fence, as seen in 
other Stales. Though all eyes 
will be on the losers and win­
ners. C ong ress’ com plaint 
to ECI needs attention. It 
has accused Prim e M inister 
Modi and other BJP leaders 
o f  ‘brazen , de libera te  and 
calculated v iolation ' o f  the 
M C C  a n d  p ro v is io n s  o f  
RPA. 195: On 9  May. Modi 
a d d re ssed  the  pu b lic  via 
a video m essage, w herein 
he appealed  to  the voters 
after the 's ilence  period '(all 
cam paign  a ctiv itie s seize) 
s in c c  6  p .m . on  8 M ay;

Delhi ministers viz legislative matters 
o f  city government: 'administration' with 

regard to LG powers can't be understood as 
‘entire administration o f  Delhi, otherwise, 

the purpose o f  giving /towers to a constitutionally 
recognised and democratically elected 

government would be diluted'.

the  c o un try  a n d  s e n d s  a 
stern  m essage  tha t D elhi 
g o v e rn m e n t o f f ic e rs  a rc  
m eant to  serve its people 
through clectcd government 
and  not undcctcd usurpers 
parachutcd by Centre to  stall 
governance, nam ely L G ... 
"Hopeful y it shall no longer 
have to  cry foul that IAS or 
Joint Cadre services, were 
not carrying ou t its orders. 
It can quctc the court: “civil 
servants arc accountable to 
ministers and they, in  turn, 
a re  accountable to Parlia­
ment or State legislatures"; 
d iv is ion  o f  adm inistra tive  
pow ers between Union and 
Delhi government "m ust be 
respected"; LG is bound by 
a id  and advice o f  Council o f 
Delhi ministers viz legisla­
tive matters o f  city govern­
ment: ‘adm inistration' with 
regard to  LG powers can 't be 
understood as ‘entire admin­
istration c f  Delhi, otherwise, 
the purpose o f  giving powers 
to  a constitutionally recog­
n ised  a n j  dem ocratica lly  
e lec ted  government would 
be d ilu ted '. H aving go t a 
breather, A A P government 
h a s  g o t c ra ck in g . H ours 
after t lie Thursday verdict, it 
removed Secretary, Services 
Dept. Rest assured this is just 
the beginning!

R ap  o n  M aha G overno r 
L ikewise, dealing  with 

a numbc* o f  pe titions viz 
Maharashtra's political crisis 
leading to fall o f  Thacker­
a y -le d  .VVA governm ent, 
the  Suprem e C ourt noted 
"Governor o f  a State is not 
e m p o w ered  to  e n te r  the  
po litica l arena and  p lay a 
role in inter-party o r  intra­
p a rty  d isp u tes ."  a nd  the  
d iscrctior exercised by then 
G overnor Koshyari asking 
then C hief M inister Uddhav 
to  facc a (loor test was ‘‘not 
in accordance  w ith  law ". 
T his, a s  .he G overnor had 
“ no objective m aterial" on 
w hich he could doubt the 
incum bert dispensation had 
lo st H o u se 's  c on fidence . 
The Constitutioncmpow crs 
e lec ted  rep resen ta tives to 
act on behalf o f  people and, 
consequently, the Governor, 
w ho despite  h is  c o n s titu ­
tional status is  unclcc tcd, 
is vested w ith ‘lim ited d is­
c re tionary pow ers.' W hile

live  in te rv iew s o f  H om e 
M inistcrShahand BJPPresi- 
dentN adda, w ere  a ired on 
News 18 India wherein they 
spoke extensively about the- 
pollsi'respcctive candidates! 
It's a litmus test for the ECI 
to exercise its constitutional 
duty under Article 324 and 
hold those in power account­
able and 'n o t be intimidated 
by the high offices that they 
ho ld .’is the  C ongress’ a p ­
peal. G reat pity i f  it ge ts 
lost in the heat and dust o f  
victory celebrations. 
M a n ip u r 's  Violent Divide 

Has the ruling BJPstinred 
a  hornet’s nest in M anipur? 
T he answ er is  in the affir­
mative as experts predict or 
rather fear it will take years 
for peace and norm alcy to 
return in this north-castcm 
States. M ultiple fault lines 
are coming alive between the 
dominant Mcitci community 
in the Valley and 34 tribal 
groups in the hills, primar­
ily  under K uki and  N aga 
tribes. The trigger fo r the 
violent c lashes since May 
3. which have left 60 killed. 
231 injured and  1,700-odd 
houses burnt was a prickly 
co u rt o rd e r  tha t boosted  
the M eiteis dem and to be 
given Scheduled Tribe status 
to p rotcct the ir “ancestral 
land, traditions, culture and 
lan g u ag e ” . H ow ever, the 
tribal groups fear i f  M eiteis 
a rc  given  ST  sta tu s, then 
jobs o f  the Kuki community 
will be at risk. T he Centre 
did well by sending Central 
forces but despite B ircn 's 
appeal the situation is  tense. 
O n T hursday last, one cop 
w as killed, and four others 
in ju red  in f ir in g  by su s ­
pected terrorists in Bishnu- 
pur district, 50 km south o f  
Imphal. The government is 
unable to bring about a irucc 
be tw een  the w arring  pa r­
ties. a s the ethnic, religious 
and geographic divides arc 
deeply entrenched. Worse, 
it d idn 't g ive importance to 
the tribe's dem ands, which 
stirred sentiments. The vio­
lence  from  b o th  sides in 
retaliation in the Valley and 
hills unfortunately will take 
the State back many years. 
It will take a lot m ore than 
ju s t  c o n fid e n ce -b u ild in g  
measures.
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Walking through fog with 
author Anuja Chauhan

B y S u k a n t  D c c p a k

A p e rm a n e n t  g r a y  e n v e lo p e s  e v e r y th in g  a ro u n d .  C lo u d s ,  
a n  a r m 's  le n g th  a w a y  a rc  d o in g  s o m e r s a u l t s  o n  th c  
m o u n ta in s  w e a r in g  (h ic k  g r e e n s .  T h c  l ig h t  is  t r ic k y  fo r  

a p h o to  s h o o t ,  b u t a u th o r  A n u ja  C h a u h a n  is  g a m e  •• l ik e  h e r  
w r i t in g ,  s h e  b e l ie v e s  in  c h a n c e .

A f t e r  a l l ,  e v e r y  t im e  s h e  w r i te s ,  i t  i s  a n  e x e r c is e  to  lo o k  
th ru u g li th e  fog . " T h e r e  m ay  b e  s i l h o u e t t e s  a n d  m is t  m o u n d  
w h en  y o u  s t a r t ,  bu t th e n  it  s lo w ly  m e lts  a n d  y o u  w a lk  w ith  
th c  f a i t h  th a t  th e re  i s  s o m e th in g  o u t  t h e r e . . .  A ls o , m y p r o ­
c e s s  c h a n g c s  w ith  d i f f e r e n t  b o o k s . T h c  ‘ r e a s o n s ’ f o r  w ri t in g  
m ay b e  d i f f e r e n t  to o  •• s o m e tim e s  a c o m p e l l in g  th e m e , o th e r  
t im e s ,  a c o n f l i c t . ” C h a u h a n  te l l s  I A N S  d u r in g  th e  S ik k im  A rt 
a n d  L ite ra tu r e  F e s t i v a l  o r g a n is e d  b y  th c  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t  in  
c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  T ea m w o rk  A rts .

C u r r e n t ly  d o in g  f in a l e d i t s  on  h e r  u p c o m in g  b o o k  c e n te r in g  
a ro u n d  a m u rd e r  th a t  t a k e s  p la c c  on  K a rv a  C h a u th ,  th c  a u th o r  
m a k e s  i t  d e a r ,  i t  is  n o t  e x a c t ly  a  s e q u e l  to  C lu b  You to  D e a th  
a s  r e p o r te d  w id e ly . T h c  o n ly  c o m m o n  c h a r a c t e r  i s  d c te c t iv e  
AC'P B h a v a n i  S in g h . T h e  b o o k  is  s e t  in  B a n g a lo re .

S o m e  o f  A n u ja  C h a u h a n ’s  p r e v io u s  b e s t s e l l i n g  n o v e ls  i n ­
c lu d e  T h o s e  P r ic e y  T h a k u r  G ir l s .  B a a z ,  T h e  Z o y a  F a c to r  a n d  
B a t t l e  f o r  B it'.o ra .

In  f a c t .  T h o s e  P r ic e y  T h a k u r  G ir ls  is  no w  a w e b  s c r i e s  (D U  
B e k a r a a r )  b e in g  s tr e a m e d  o n  H o ts ta r ,  a n d  B a a z  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  
b y  Y a sh ra j and  it  c o u ld  b e  a w e b  s e r i e s .

T h c  a u th o r ,  w h o  s ta r te d  h e r  w r i t in g  c a r e e r  w ith  a d v e r t i s in g  
a n d  c o n t in u e s  to  w r i te  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  g e n r e s  s t r e s s e s  th c  s a m e  
k e e p s  h e r  sh a rp . “ I w ri te  a c o lu m n  fo r. m a jo r  m a g a z in e  a s  w e ll 
b c c a u s c  i t ’s a d if f e r e n t  m e d iu m  a n d  I h a v e  to  r e a d  th c  n e w s p a ­
p e rs  f o r  th a t .  A nd  I w ri te  b o o k s  a s  w e ll o f  c o u rs e .  A d v e r t is in g  
a ls o  s h o w s  up. I t i s  l ik e  m u l t i - t r a in in g  in  th c  g y m , d o in g  n e w  
s tu f f  to  k e e p  s u r p r i s in g  th c  b o d y  fo r  b e s t  r e s u l t s . ”

S o m e o n e  w ho d e te s t s  la b e ls  •• l ik e  b e in g  c a l le d  a C h ic k  L it 
w r i te r ,  C h a u h an  s a y s  it i s  sa d  th a t  e v e r y th in g  is  b e in g  la b e l l e d . 
“ T h e r e  a rc  la b e ls  o n  b e h a v io r  to o , th c  k in d s  th a t  n e v e r  e x ­
i s t e d  b e f o r e .  W hy d u m b  d o w n  th in g s  b y  l a b e l l in g  th e m ?  Y es, 
it m a y  w o rk  fo r  p u b l i s h e r s ,  b u t  it is  no t h e a l th y .”  c o n c lu d e s  
th c  a u th o r  w ho d u r in g  h e r  a d v e r t i s in g  d a y s  w ro te  l i n e s  l ik e  
Yeh D i l  M a n g e  M o re  ( P e p s i ) ,  D a r  K e  A a g e  J e e t  H a i ( M o u n ta in  
D ew ) a n d  TeJa  H a i P a r  M e ra  H a i  ( K u r k u r e ) .  ( IA N S )

Rare Assamese journals 
and books to be digitised

COVID is officially no longer 
a global health emergency

W o r ld  H e a lth  O r g a n i s a ­
t i o n  ( W H O )  e x p e r t s  
h a v e  o f f i c i a l l y  d e ­

c l a r e d  th a t  C O V ID  n o  lo n g e r  
c o n s t i tu t e s  a  p u b lic  h e a l th  e m e r ­
g e n c y  o f  i n t e r n a t io n a l  c o n c e rn  
( P h c ic ) .  T h is  c o in c id e s  w ith  th c  
W H O ’s ne w  s t r a te g y  to  t r a n s i ­
tio n  from  a n  e m e rg e n c y  r e s p o n s e  
to  lo n g e r - te rm  su s ta  n c d  C O V ID  
d is e a s e  m a n a g e m e n t .

T h i s  m a y  n o t  c h a n g e  to o  
m u c h  p r a c t i c a l l y .  C O V ID  w il l  
s t i l l  h a v e  p a n d e m ic  s ta tu s ,  a n d  
c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  h a v e  
th e i r  o w n  a u th o r i ty  a s  to  w h e th e r  
to  t r e a t  C O V ID  a s  aa e m e r g e n c y  
w i th in  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  ( s o m e  
c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th c  U S . 
h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e c la re d  a n  e n d  to  
th e  n a t io n a l  e m e r g e n c y ) .

F o r  th c  g lo b a l  p u b lic  h e a l th  
c o m m u n i ty ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  is  
a n  e v e n t  o f  m o n u m e n ta l  i m ­
p o r t a n c e .  d r a w in g  to  o e lo s e  
th e  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  p e r io d  
w h ic h  c o m m e n c e d  o n  J a n u a r y  
30  2 0 2 0 .

A t th c  sa m e  t im e  fo r  a la rg e  
p o r t i o n  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  
i t  m a y  w e l l  p a s s  by r e l a t i v e ly  
u n n o t i c e d .  F o r  m a n y  p e o p le ,  
i t ’s b e e n  a lo n g  t i n t ;  s in c c  th e y  
v ie w e d  C O V ID  a s  an e m e rg e n c y . 
In th c  U K  fo r  e x a m p le , C O V ID  
no  lo n g e r  f e a tu r e s  in th c  r e g u la r  
O f f i c e  f o r  N a t io n a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
p u b l ic  o p in io n  s u r v e y  th a t  a s k s  
p e o p le  w h a t th e y  th in k  th c  key  
i s s u e s  f a c in g  th e  c o u n t ry  a rc .  
E v en  a  y e a r  a g o , o n ly  tw o  in  fiv e  
B r i to n s  w e re  v e ry  o r  so m e w h a t  
w o rr ie d  a b o u t  C O V ID . a c c o r d ­
in g  to  th c  su rv e y .

A lo n g  w ith  o th e r  b e h a v io u r a l  
s c i e n t i s t s .  I h a v e  b e en  f o l lo w ­
in g  p u b l ic  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  th c  
p a n d e m i c  f o r  t h c  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s .  T h c  r e s u l t s  h a v e  y e t  to  
b e  p e e r  r e v ie w e d  bu i b y  su m m e r  
2 0 2 2 . m a n y  p a r t i c ip a n ts  in  o u r  
r e s e a r c h  d e s c r ib e d  thc  p a n d e m ic  
a s  b e in g  l ik e  “ a d is te n t  m e m o ry ” 
o r  l ik e  it “ n e v e r  h a p p e n e d ” .

A s  w c  m o v e  in to  th i s  n e x t  
p h a s e , i t ’s t im e  to  c o n s id e r  w h a t 
w e ’ v e  le a r n e d  a b o u : h u m a n  b e ­
h a v io u r  d u r in g  th c  p a n d e m ic ,  
a n d  w h a t h a p p e n s  iic x i.

O ld  h a b i t s  d i r  h a r d
In  th c  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th c  p a n -  

d c m ic . m a n y  b e h a v io u r a l  s c i e n ­
t i s t s .  m y s e l f  in c lu d e d , w o n d e re d  
w h e th e r  so m e  o f  o t r  p a n d e m ic  
h a b i t s  w e re  h e re  to  s ta y . W ou ld  
f a c c  m a s k s  b e c o m :  a r e g u la r  
w a r d r o b e  s ta p le ?  W ou ld  p e o p le  
s to p  “ s o ld i e r in g  on  '  a n d  g o in g  
in to  w o rk  w h en  u n w e l l?

I t  t u r n e d  o u t  th a t  f o r  m o s t

p e o p l e ,  th c  p a n d e m ic  h a s n ' t  
p e r m a n e n t ly  c h a n g e d  o u r  b e ­
h a v io u r  a n d  h a b i t s  o r  c r c a te d  a 
“ n e w  n o r m a l” . L o o k in g  a g a in  
a t  th c  U K . fa c c  m a sk  u se  h a s  
c o n s i s t e n t ly  d e c l in e d ,  w ith  f i g ­
u r e s  f ro m  la s t  m o n th  s u g g e s t in g  
th a t  f e w e r  th a n  o n e  in  s ix  a d u l t s  
h a d  w o rn  a f a c c  m a sk  re c e n tly .  
R e g u la r  u se  i s  l ik e ly  m u c h  le s s  
c o m m o n .

S o c ia l  d i s t a n c i n g  h a s  lo n g  
s in c c  d is a p p e a r e d ,  e x c c p t  f o r  a 
r e l a t i v e ly  s m a ll  p r o p o r t io n  o f  
th c  p u b l ic ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  th o s e  
m o s t  v u ln e r a b le  to  C O V ID .

T h c  C O V I D  p a n d e m ic  h a s  
ta u g h t  u s  h o w  a d a p t iv e  b e h a v ­
io u r  c a n  b e .  in  p a r t i c u l a r  how  
m u c h  p e o p le  w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  
c h a n g e  th e i r  b e h a v io u r  to  k e ep  
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s  s a f e .  
M o s t p e o p le  f o l lo w e d  th c  r u le s  
d u r in g  th c  h e ig h t  o f  th e  p a n ­
d e m ic .  n o  m a tte r  ho w  d i f f i c u l t .  
C O V I D  h a s  r e m i n d e d  u s  h o w  
r e s i l i e n t  w e h u m a n s  c a n  b e .

T h e s e  p a n d e m ic  a d a p t io n s ,  
a n d  th c  f a c t  th a t  o u r  p r e - p a n ­
d e m ic  b e h a v io u r  b o u n c e d  b a c k  
s o  q u ic k ly , sh o w s  ho w  im p o r ta n t 
s o c ia l  c u e s  a n d  s o c ia l  n o rm s  a rc  
to  b e h a v io u r .  P u t t in g  o n  a  m a sk  
o r  k e e p in g  o u r  d i s t a n c e  f ro m  
o t h e r s  w e r e  h a b i t s  a c t i o n s  
t r i g g e r e d  a u to m a t i c a l l y  in  r e ­
s p o n s e  to  c o n te x tu a l  c u e s ,  s u c h  
a s  s e e in g  s ig n s  w ith  p ic tu r e s  o f  
p e o p le  s o c i a l l y  d is t a n c in g .

S o c ia l  n o rm s  w h a t  w c  th in k

o th e r s  a rc  d o in g  w e re  key  to  
v a c c in e  u p ta k e  a n d  to  o u r  u p ta k e  
o f  p r e v e n ta t iv e  m e a s u re s  in g e n ­
e r a l .  A s th e s e  c o n te x tu a l  c u e s  
d is a p p e a r e d  a n d  th c  so c ia l n o rm s  
s ta r te d  to  c h a n g e , a n d  a s  v a c c in c  
c o v e r a g e  in c r e a s e d  a n d  thc  r isk  
to  th c  m a jo r i ty  d e c r e a s e d ,  o u r  
b e h a v io u r  c h a n g e d .

T h c  p a n d c m ic  h a s  a ls o  d e m ­
o n s t r a te d  ho w  im p o r ta n t  s o c ia l  
c o n n e c t io n s  a n d  s o c i a l ,  e s p e ­
c i a l l y  p h y s i c a l ,  c o n t a c t  c a n  
be . T h is  is  s o m e th in g  w e  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  a rg u e d  C O V ID  c o u ld n 't  
k e e p  a t  b ay  f o re v e r .  A c c o rd in g  
to  s o c ia l  s a f e ty  t h e o r y ,  w h ic h  
s e c s  s t r e s s  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  a s  
a p r o d u c t  o f  b i o l o g i c a l ,  p s y ­
c h o lo g ic a l  a n d  s o c ia l  f a c to r s .  
C O V ID  p o s e d  a th r e a t  t o  th c  
“ s o c i a l  f a b r ic  t h a t  m a k e s  h u ­
m a n s  r e s i l i e n t  a n d  k e e p s  u s  
a l iv e  a n d  w e l l” .

I t ' s  u n s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  l i f e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  h a p p in e s s  w e re  
lo w e s t  d u r in g  lo c k d o w n s ,  a n d
ic tv v c i k ’d  a s  p e o p le  s ta l le d  to  
m ix  s o c ia l ly  a g a in .

T h e  e m e r g e n c y  I s n ’ t 
o v e r  f o r  e v e r y o n e  

A s  w e  m a rk  th c  e n d  o f  th c  
e m e r g e n c y  p h a s e  i t ’s im p o r ta n t 
to  r e m e m b e r  th c  n e a r ly  s e v e n  
m il l io n  l iv e s  lo s t  d u e  to  C O V ID  
s in c e  2 0 2 0 .

A n d  o f  c o u r s c .  w e m u st c o n ­
s id e r  th a t  f o r  s o m e , e s p e c ia l ly  
th o s e  w h o  a rc  c l i n i c a l l y  v u ln e r ­

a b le .  th c  e m e r g e n c y  i s  n o t y e t  
o v e r ,  a n d  m ay  n e v e r  be .

A l t h o u g h  i t ’s n o  l o n g e r  a 
P h c i c .  a s  th c  W H O  r e m i n d s  
u s .  C O V ID  is  s t i l l  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  m i l l i o n s  o f  i n f e c t io n s  a n d  
th o u s a n d s  o f  d e a th s  c a c h  w e e k  
a r o u n d  th c  w o rld . A ls o , th a n k s  
to  l o n g  C O V I D . h u n d r e d s  o f  
m i l l io n s  o f  p e o p le  a rc  in  n e e d  
o f  lo n g e r - te rm  c a r c .

In th c  fu tu r e ,  w e n e ed  to  m o v e  
f ro m  r e ly in g  on  th c  r e s i l i e n c e  
o f  i n d iv i d u a l s  to  b u i ld i n g  r e ­
s i l ie n c e  in  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Wc 
c a n  a l l  t a k e  m e a s u r e s  to  c o n ­
t in u e  to  p r o te c t  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  
th o s e  a r o u n d  u s  f ro m  C O V ID  
a n d  o th e r  v i r u s e s  ( s u c h  a s  h a n d  
w a s h i n g  a n d  im m u n i z a t i o n ) .  
B u t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r e v e n t ­
in g  p u b l ic  h e a l th  e m e r g e n c ie s  
s h o u l d n ' t  r e s t  s o l e l y  in  t h c  
h a n d s  o f  th c  p u b l i c . A c t i o n s  
t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e m p lo y e r s  
a n d  h e a l th  a u th o r i t i e s  c a n  ta k e  
n o w  c o u ld  p r o te c t  a g a in s t  f u ­
tu r e  p u b lic  h e a l th  e m e r g e n c ie s .  
S y s te m a t i c a l ly  ta c k l i n g  m is in ­
f o r m a t io n .  im p r o v in g  v e n t i l a ­
t io n  in  s c h o o ls ,  w o rk p la c e s  a n d  
o th e r  p u b lic  in d o o r  s p a c c s ,  a n d  
m a k in g  l o n g e r - t e r m  i m p r o v e ­
m e n ts  to  p a id  s ic k  le a v e  a rc  a l l  
go o d  w ay s  to  s ta r t  b u i ld in g  m ore  
r e s i l ie n t  s o c ie t ie s  in  p r e p a ra t io n  
fo r  t h c  n e x t  p a n d c m ic .  H o p e ­
f u l ly  th i s  i s  s o m e th in g  w c w ill  
n e v e r  s e e  in  o u r  l i f e t im e s .  (T h e  
C o n v e r s a t io n )

Increase productivity, self-assurance, 
fulfilment & sleep through mindfulness

A c o m m u n i ty  p r o j c c t .  ‘ D i g i t i z i n g  A s o m ' h a s  b e e n  
la u n c h e d  a im in g  a t th c  d ig i t i z a t i o n  o f  r a r e  A s s a m e s e  
j o u r n a l s  a n d  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  b e tw e e n  1813  a n d  1 9 7 0 , 

fo r  p u b lic  use .
T h c  la u n c h in g  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a t te n d e d  by  A s s a m  C h i e f  

M in i s te r  H im a n ta  B isw a  S a rm a  o n  T h u r s d a y  e v e n in g .
A n  in i t ia t iv e  o f  th c  N a n d a  T a lu k d a r  F o u n d a t io n  a n d  s u p ­

p o r te d  by  th e  A ssa m  J a t iy a  B id y a la y  E d u c a t io n a l  & S o c io -  
E c o n o m ic  T ru s t. th is  p ro jc c t  is  g o in g  to  d ig i t iz e  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  
ra r e  A ssa m e se  la n g u a g e  b o o k  a n d  jo u r n a l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e i r  
lo c a t io n ,  a n d  m a k in g  th e m  a v a i la b le  to  th c  p u b lic  fo r  p o s te r i ty  
th r o u g h  a d e d ic a te d  w e b s i te .

In  th c  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  th i s  a m b i t io u s  p r o je c t ,  j o u r n a l s  p u b ­
lis h e d  b e tw e e n  th c  y e a r s  1 8 4 0  a n d  1 9 7 0  h a v e  b e e n  in c lu d e d  
e n c o m p a s s in g  3071  e d i t io n s  o f  a s  m a n y  a s  161 j o u r n a l s  w ith  
a to t a l  o f  2 ,4 5 .6 8 0  p a g e s .  T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  th e  p r o jc c t .  
u n d e r  p r o c e s s ,  s h a l l  c o v c r  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  b e tw e e n  1813 
a n d  1 9 6 2 .

S a rm a  sa id  th a t  la u n c h  o f  th is  p r o jc c t  w o u ld  p ro v e  d e c is iv e  
in  c o n f e r r in g  th c  w o r ld  o f  A s s a m e s e  l i t e r a t u r e  i t s  r ig h tf u l  
e x a l te d  s ta tu s  in  d a y s  to  c o m e . R e f e r r in g  to  th c  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  
a s  th e  e ra  th a : le d  to  a n e w  d a w n  f o r  A s s a m e s e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he  
c r e d i te d  l i t e r a r y  s ta lw a r t s  su c h  a s  L a k s h m in a th  B c z b a r u a h . 
C h a n d r a  K u m a r  A g a r w a la  a n d  H c m c h a n d ra  G o s w a m i fo r  i ts  
fo rw a rd  m a rc a .

“ T h c  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  b r o u g h t  w ith  i t s e l f  g r e a te r  a v e n u e s  fo r  
g r o w th  o f  A ssa m e se  l i t e r a t u r e . ”  S a rm a  a d d e d .

R e f e r r in g  to  th c  2 1 s t c e n tu r y  a s  th c  “ d ig i t a l  e r a ” , he  s a id  
d ig i t i z i n g  ra re  A s s a m e s e  l i t e r a r y  w o rk s  w o u ld  g o  a lo n g  w ay  
in  p r e s e rv in g  s u c h  r e m a r k a b le  w o rk s  f o r  a g e s .

“ T h e  c o m in g  g e n e r a t i o n s  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  a p p r e c ia te  th c  
w o rk s  o f  l i t e r a r y  g e m s  in  th c  A s s a m e s e  la n g u a g e  th r o u g h  
su c h  in i t i a t i v e s .  1 a p p e a l  to  m e m b e rs  o f  th c  g e n e r a l  p u b lic  
in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  s u c h  ta r e  w o rk s  to  c o m e  fo rw a rd  s o  th a t  a ll  
b o o k s  c a n  b e  d ig i t i z e d .” h e  s a id .  ( IA N S )

I d a n im ,  a m e d ita t io n  a n d  m e n ta l  w e l l ­
n e s s  a p p ,  j u s t  r e a c h e d  th c  m i l e s t o n e  
o f  1 .0 0 0  g u id e d  m e d i ta t io n s  o v e r  m o re  

th a n  4 0  c a t e g o r i e s ,  in c lu d in g  m e d ita t io n s  
f o r  s l e e p ,  a n t i s t r c s s ,  a n x ie ty  r e d u c t io n ,  
v ip a s s a n a ,  c tc .  to  s u p p o r t  s p e c i f i c  g o a ls .  
In  l e s s  th a n  a y e a r  a f t e r  i t s  r e l e a s e ,  th c  
a p p  h a s  r e c e iv e d  o v e r  5 0 ,0 0 0  d o w n lo a d s , 
a n d  m o re  th a n  5 .0 0 3  u s e r s  m e d i ta te  u s in g  
it c a c h  m o n th .

W ith  a to ta l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m o re  th a n  2 0 0  
y e a r s  te a c h in g  m e d i ta t io n ,  th c  p l a t f o r m ’s 
te a m  o f  w o r ld - f a m o u s  te a c h e r s  c o m e s  f ro m  
a v a r ie ty  o f  c o u n t r i e s ,  in c lu d in g  th c  U S . 
C a n a d a ,  A u s t r a l i a .  I n d ia ,  S in g a p o r e ,  a n d  
o th e r s .

Id a n im  u s e r s  c a n  r e c e iv e  g u id e d  m e d i ta ­
t io n s  fro m  th e s e  te a c h e r s .  T h c  a p p  in c lu d e s  
d a i ly  L IV E  m e d ita t io n s  w ith  th e s e  m a s te r s  
in  a d d i t io n  to  g u id e d  m e d i t a t i o n s .  T h e s e

s e s s io n s  g iv e  Id a n im  u s e r s  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  i n te r a c t  w ith  th e s e  in te r n a t i o n a l  m in d ­
f u ln e s s  e x p e r t s  a n d  o b ta in  a n s w e r s  to  th e i r  
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  m e d i ta t io n  in  a d d i t io n  to  
e x p e r i e n c in g  m e d i t a t i o n  in  a  s t u d i o - l i k e  
s e t t in g  w ith  a L IV E  te a c h e r .

T h c  a p p  a l s o  h a s  a f e a tu r e  c a l le d  “ R e c ­
o m m e n d  Me** th a t  a l lo w s  u s e r s  to  g e t  p e r ­
s o n a l i s e d  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  f in d  m e d ita t io n  
m a te r ia l s  q u ic k ly .

T h c  a p p 's  u s e r - f r ie n d ly  i n te r f a c e  m a k e s  
i t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  b o th  n e w c o m e rs  a n d  s e a ­
s o n e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  U s e r s  c a n  s e le c t  a n y  
m e d i t a t i o n  c a t e g o r y  a n d  s t a r t  p r a c t i s in g  
r ig h t  a w a y .

D e p e n d in g  o n  o n e ’s  i n t e r e s t s ,  o n e  c a n  
a ls o  p u t d iv e r s e  te c h n iq u e s  l ik e  Y oga N id ra . 
B u d d h is t  a n d  Z e n  m e d i ta t io n s ,  a n d  c h a k r a  
m e d i ta t io n s  in to  p r a c t i s e .

C o m m e n t in g  o n  th e  s a m e , R a m a n  M it-

ta  , C o - f o u n d e r ,  I d a n im  s a y s :  " M e d i ta t i o n  
is  a p r a c t ic e  o f  e x p lo r i n g  w i th in  o n e s e l f  
and  is  n o t a f ix e d  d e s t i n a t io n ,  w h e r e  o n e  
s h o u ld  a s p i r e  to  r e a c h .  Y o u r  h e a d  d o e s n 't  
b c c o m c  v a c u u m e d  f re e  o f  t h o u g h ts ,  u t t e r ly  
u n d is t r a c tc d .  I t 's  a s p e c ia l  p la c e  w h e re  y o u  
e x p e r ie n c e  c a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m o m e n t in  th c  
now . W h e n  w e  m e d i ta te  w c  v e n tu r e  in to  
t h ;  w o rk in g s  o f  o u r  m in d s : o u r  s e n s a t io n s ,  
o u r  e m o t io n s ,  a n d  o u r  t h o u g h t s .  W c a r c  
d e l ig h te d  to  in t r o d u c e  1 0 0 0  m e d i t a t i o n s  
a c ro s s  4 0 +  c a t e g o r i e s  to  c r e a te  a  m in d fu l  
e n v i r o n m e n t .”

Id a n im  w a s  c r c a te d  f o r  w o rk in g  p e o p le  
a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i v ­
ity , s c l f - a s s u r a n c c .  f u l f i lm e n t ,  a n d  s le e p  
th ro u g h  m in d f u ln e s s .

It w a s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  T O  T H E  N E W . a 
d ig i t a l  te c h  s e r v i c e s  f irm  a n d  s e v e n - t im e  
G re a t P la c c  to  W ork  w in n e r .  ( ! A N S I i fe )
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Becoming water-positive and plastic-neutral
B v  V  l-o t l i tH ii ib c n i H u m tso c

A l (h is  p o in t  in  o u r  l iv e s ,  
w c  a rc  a ll a w a re  o f  ho w  
th e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  c a n  

h a v e  a n e g a t iv e  im p a c t  o n  b o th  
o n e ' s  l i f e  a n d  th e  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  i n c r e a s e d  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
e l im in a t in g  s in g l c - u s c  p l a s t i c  
th r o u g h  n e w  c h a n n e ls ,  a s  w e l l 
a s  c l im a te  c h a n g e  a c t iv i s t s ,  h a s  
r e s u l te d  in  a p a ra d ig m  s h i f t  in 
h o w  in d iv i d u a ls  p r o c c s s  th e i r  
t h o u g h ts ,  e v e n  w h e n  s w itc h in g  
s im p le  i te m s  in  o u r  e v e r y d a y  
l iv e s .  F o r  c x a n p lc .  in s t e a d  o f  
u s i n g  a p l a s t i c  s t r a w ,  u s e  a 
b a m b o o  s tr a w .

A n d . m o r e  r e c e n t ly .  B is le r i  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pv t L td ,  o n e  o f  
I n d ia 's  la r g e s t  p a c k a g e d  d r in k ­
in g  w a t e r  f i r m s  h a s  s t r e n g t h ­
e n e d  i t s  s u s t a in a b i l i t y  s t r a te g y  
b y  la u n c h in g  'B i s l e r i  G re e n e r  
P r o m i s e '.

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s ,  A n g e l o  
G e o r g e . C H O  o f  B is le r i  I n te r n a ­
t io n a l .  s p e a k s  to /A N S I i f e  a b o u t 
h o w  B i s l e r i 's  u p c y c l in g  m e th o d  
b e n e f i t s  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.  H e re  
a rc  th e  c x c c rp t

W h a t  d o e s  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
m e a n  to  th e  b r a n d ?

A n g e l o :  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  
e m b e d d e d  in  th e  c o re  o f  B i s le r i  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 's  b u s in e s s  s t r a t ­
e g y . O u r  a p p ro a c h  to  b u s in e s s  
r e v o lv e s  a r o u n d  c r e a t i n g  s u s ­
t a in a b le  s o lu t io n s  th a t  a d d r e s s  
e n v i r o n m e n ta l  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  
d r iv e  g r o w th .  O u r  c o m m itm e n t  
to  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  b a s e d  on  
i t s  c o r e  p r in c i p l e ,  th e  B i s le r i  
G re e n e r  P ro m ise  w h ic h  a im s  to  
b u i ld  a g r e e n e r  f u tu r e  th r o u g h  
p r o g r a m s  f o c u s e d  o n  w a t e r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  
s u s t a in a b i l i t y .  A t th e  h e a r t  o f  
t h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  th e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  B i s l e r i  s h o u ld  r e p l e n i s h  
m o re  n a tu ra l  r e s o u r c e s  th a n  it  
c o n s u m e s . T h is  g o a l is  a c h ie v e d  
th r o u g h  in i t ia t iv e s  su c h  a s  P r o j ­
e c t  N a y i U m e e d a n d  B o t t le s  fo r  
C h a n g e ,  w h ic h  m a k e  th e  c o m ­
p a n y  w a te r -p o s i t iv e  a n d  p la s t ic -  
n e u t r a l .  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

11 o w I s  t h e  c o m p a n y  a t ­

te m p t in g  to  r e d u c e  i t s  e n v i r o n ­
m e n ta l  f o o t p r i n t  a n d  a c t iv e ly  
p r o m o te  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  
th r o u g h o u t  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ?

A n g e l o :  A t B i s l e r i .  w c  a r e  
c o m m i t t e d  to  e n s u r i n g  s u s ­
t a i n a b i l i t y  w h i le  m a in t a in in g  
b u s in e s s  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  W e h a v e  
a d o p te d  a s tr a te g y  o f  c o n s e r v in g  
n a tu ra l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  b u ild in g  a 
c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y .

O u r  b u s in e s s  s t r a t e g y  f a c to r s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  th e  
g r o u n d w a te r .  I n s te a d  o f  la r g e  
p l a n t s  a t  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n s  to  
m a x im iz e  s c a le  e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  w e  
h a v e  p l a n t s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  th e  
c o u n t r y ,  c lo s e r  to  c o n s u m p tio n  
c e n t r e s  to  e x t r a c t  g r o u n d w a te r  
e v e n ly .  P r o x im i ty  to  m a rk e ts  
r e d u c e s  th e  c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t  o f  
tr a n s p o r ta t io n  a s  w e l l .  W c a rc  a 
c o u n t ry  b le s s e d  w ith  e x c e l le n t  
r a in f a l l  a n d  i t ’s to o  p r e c io u s  a 
r e s o u r c e  to  b e  a l lo w e d  to  d r a in  
o f f .  A ll p la n ts  h a v e  r o b u s t  r a in ­
w a t e r  h a rv e s t i n g  s y s te m s  a n d  
w c  a d o p t  w a te r  b o d ie s  n e a rb y  
to  r e c h a r g e  g r o u n d w a te r .  O u r  
m a n u f a c t u r in g  p r o c e s s e s  c o n ­
v e r t  m o re  th a n  y u  p e r  c c n t  o t  
p r o c e s s e d  w a te r  i n to  f i n i s h e d  
g 0 0 d$ .

It m u s t be  n o te d  th a t  d o m e s ­
t i c  R O  s y s t e m s  s a l v a g e  j u s t  
a b o u t  60  p e r  c e n t  a n d  4 0  p e r  
c e n t  o f  w a te r  is  w a s te d !  In  ru ra l 
a r e a s ,  w e  b u i ld  c h e c k  d a m s  to  
c o n s e r v e  r a in w a te r  f o r  i r r i g a ­
t io n  to  h e lp  v i l l a g e r s .

A ll  o u r  p a c k a g in g  i s  100  p e r  
c e n t  r e c y c la b le .  O u r  a p p r o a c h  
h a s  b e e n  to  r e d u c e  v i r g in  p l a s ­
tic  c o n s u m p t io n  a n d  e n s u re  th e  
r c p u r p o s i n g  o f  u s e d  p l a s t i c .  
T h r o u g h  d e s ig n  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  
w c  r c d u c c d  v ir g in  p la s t ic  b y  10 
p e r  c c n t  la s t  y e a r .  O u r  f o c u s  on  
r e u s a b le  c o n t a in e r s  h a s  m a d e  
th is  s e g m e n t  a lm o s t  30  p e r  c c n t 
o f  o u r  p o r t f o l i o .  W e m a n a g e d  
lo  r e d u c e  th e  c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t  
b y  o v e r  4 0 .0 0 0 M T  l a s t  y e a r .  
W e c o l la b o r a te  w ith  M u n ic ip a l  
b o d ie s .  N G O s. A g g re g a to r s ,  a n d  
R e c y c lc r s  to  e n s u r e  th e  r e c y ­
c l in g  o f  u se d  p la s t ic .  W e 'v e  in ­
v e s te d  in  s o la r  p a n e ls  a n d  e l e c ­
tr ic  d e l iv e r y  v e h ic le s  to  f u r th e r  
d e c r e a s e  o u r  c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t  
a n d  o p e r a t io n a l  c o s ts .

T h e s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  m a d e  u s  
w a t e r - p o s i t iv e  a n d  p la s t ic -n c u -  
t r a l ,  a n d  w e ' l l  c o n tin u e  to  e x ­
p lo r e  in n o v a t iv e  w a * s  to  e n s u re  
s u s ta in a b i l i t y  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  
p r o f i ta b i l i ty .

T e l l  u s  m o r e  a b o u t  h o w  th e  
c o m p a n y  c o l l e c t s  a n d  p r o ­
c e s s e s  P E T  b o t t l e s  i n t o  a n  
u p c y c le d  p r o d u c t .

A n g e lo :  A s a n  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  
w c  r e c y c l e  m o r e  p la s t ic  th a n  
w c c o n s u m e .  W c h a v e  a lw a y s  
b e l i e v e d  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  u s e d  
p l a s t i c  a n d  c i r c u la r i t y .  B i s le r i

w a s  o n e  o f  th e  p io n e e r s  in  In d ia  
to  s t a r t  p la s t ic  r e c y c l in g  in  th e  
9 0 s .  w ith  an  im p o r te d  m a c h in e  
f ro m  J a p a n  a n d  w c a rc  p a s s io n ­
a te  a b o u t  it .

I b e l ie v e  b e in g  p la s t ic - n c u -  
t r a l  i s  a b o u t  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  th e  
a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  o f  c o n ta in in g  th e  
s c a le  o f  th e  p ro b le m . H o w e v e r ,  
th e  s to r y  i s n ' t  c o m p le te  w ith o u t  
p l a s t i c  c i r c u l a r i t y  - w h e n  u se d  
p l a s t i c  is  c o l l c c t c d .  r e c y c le d ,  
a n d  r e in t r o d u c e d  in to  th e  c o n ­
s u m p t io n  c y c le .

T h e r e  a rc  th r e e  is s u e s  to  be  
a d d re s s e d  to  a c h ie v e  p la s t ic  c i r ­
c u la r i ty :  p r o p e r  d is p o sa l o f  u se d  
p la s t i c ,  c o l le c t io n  p r o c c s s .  a n d  
v a lu e - a d d e d  rc p u r p o s in g .

In  2 0  I S ,  w e  l a u n c h e d  th e  
‘B o t t le s  F o r  C h an ge*  p ro g ra m  to

ra is e  a w a re n e s s  th a t  u se d  p la s t ic  
is  a v a lu a b le  r e s o u r c e  th a t  c an  
b e  re c y c le d .  W c e d u c a te  p e o p le  
a b o u t  th e  r e s p o n s i b le  d is p o s a l  
o f  u s e d  p la s t ic  a n d  p r o v id e  e n ­
a b l in g  s y s te m s  to  e n s u r e  it  is  
s e n t  d i r e c t l y  f o r  r e c y c l in g .

W e a d v o c a t e  a  t h r e e - s t a g e  
p r o c e s s  - c le a n  th e  u se d  p la s t ic ,  
s e g r e g a t e  it a t th e  s o u r c e ,  a n d  
s e n d  it d i r e c t l y  fo r r e c y c l in g .  
W'e a l s o  p ro v id e  c o l le c t io n  in f r a ­
s t r u c tu r e  to  e n s u re  u se d  p la s t ic  
r c a c h c s  r e c y c lc r s  d i r e c t l y  a n d  
d o e s  n o t e n d  u p  in  la n d f i l l s .  T h e  
p ro g ra m  is  a c t iv e  in  s e v e n  c i t ic s

a n d  w e h a v e  m a n a g e d  to  r e a c h  
o v e r  6 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  so  fa r .  T h e  
f o o t p r i n t  c o v e r s  s o m e  o f  th e  
la r g e s t  c o r p o r a t e s ,  e d u c a t io n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  h o u s in g  s o c i ­
e t i e s  in  I n d ia .  W e h a v e  a l s o  i n ­
tr o d u c e d  a u s e r - f r ie n d ly  m o b ile  
a p p  th a t  a l lo w s  in d iv i d u a ls  a nd  
o r g a n is a t io n s  to  r e g is te r  f o r  th e  
p r o g ra m . T h ro u g h  th e  a p p . u s e r s  
c a n  e a s i l y  lo c a te  n e a r b y  p la s t ic  
a g e n ts  to  c o l l e c t  th e  c le a n  a n d  
s e g re g a t e d  p la s t ic ,  w h ic h  is  th e n  
s o ld  to  r e c y c lc r s .

O n c e  c o l le c te d .  PH T  w a s te  is  
s o r te d ,  c lc a n e d ,  a n d  t r e a te d  to  
r e m o v e  o th e r  m a te r ia ls  lik e  c a p s , 
r in g s ,  o r  la b e ls .  T h e  b o t t l e s  a re  
w a s h e d  u s in g  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  
h o t  a n d  c o ld  w a te r  a n d  th e n  p r o ­
c e s s e d  th r o u g h  a  P E T  t r e a tm e n t

p la n t  th a t  i s  s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  
f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e c y c l i n g .  
A n y  i r r e g u la r  lu m p s  o r  b lo c k s  
o f  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  c r u s h e d  to  
p r o d u c e  f la k e s ,  w h ic h  a rc  th e n  
d r ie d ,  m ix e d  w ith  p ig m e n ts ,  e x ­
tr u d e d .  a n d  sp u n  in to  f i la m e n ts .  
T h e s e  f i la m e n ts  a re  th e n  c o o le d , 
c o l l c c t c d .  s t r c t c h e d ,  c r im p e d ,  
h e a t - t r e a t e d ,  a n d  c u t  in to  d e ­
s ir e d  le n g th s  d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  
f in a l  p r o d u c t  F o r  e x a m p le , fo r  
an a p p a r e l ,  th e  f i b e r s  a r ;  sp u n  
in to  y a rn ,  w o u n d  o n to  b o b b in s ,  
a n d  w o v e n  in to  th e  f a b r ic .  I t  is 
th e n  f in i s h e d  a n d  d y e d  if  n e c ­
e s s a r y . F in a l ly ,  th e  m a te r ia l  is 
s t i t c h e d  to  c r e a te  v a r io u s  m e r ­
c h a n d i s e  s u c h  a s  T - s h i r t s  a n d  
b a c k p a c k s .

T h r o u g h  th e  ’ B o t t l e s  f o r  
C h a n g e ’ p r o g ra m , w c  p ro m o te  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  c r e a t e  e m ­
p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  ra g  
p ic k e r s ,  a g g r e g a to r s ,  a n d  rc c y -  
c lc r s  w h o  r e p u r p o s e  u se d  p la s tic  
to  c r e a te  h ig h e r - v a lu e  ite m s .

H o w  h a s  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a 
m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  l i v i n g  i n f l u ­
e n c e d  c o n s u m e r  b e h a v io u r ?

A n g e lo :  C o n s u m e r  b e h a v io u r  
is  u n d e rg o in g  a t r a n s f o r m a t io n ­
a l c h a n g e . I n c r e a s in g  a w a re n e s s  
a b o u t  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  a n d  s o c ia l  
c o n c e r n s  is  d r i v i n g  c o n s u m ­
e r s  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o n s c io u s  
o f  th e i r  p u r c h a s in g  d e c is i o n s .  
C o n s u m e r s  w o r ld w id e  a te  now  
lo o k in g  f o r  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r ­
v ic e s  w ith  a m in im a l  im p a c t  on 
th e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e y  e x p e c t  
b u s in e s s e s  to  p la y  an  a c t iv e  ro le  
in  d r iv in g  p o s i t iv e  c h a n g e  a n d  
b e in g  r e s p o n s i b le  fo r  th e  s o c ia l  
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  c o n s e q u e n c ­
e s  o f  th e i r  o p e r a t io n s ,  a lo n g s id e  
g o v e r n m e n ts  a n d  o th e r  s t a k e ­
h o ld e r s .  T h i s  t r e n d  i s  e v id e n t  
a c r o s s  s e v e r a l  in d u s t r ie s ,  m o s t 
n o ta b ly  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s , fo o d  
a n d  b e v e r a g e s ,  f a s h i o i .  a n d  
m o b i l i t y .  C o n s u m e r s  a r e  i n ­
c re a s i n g ly  p r e f e r r in g  lo c a l a n d  
o r g a n ic  fo o d , r e u s a b le  p ro d u c ts , 
e n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  a p p l i a n c e s ,  
an d  r e n e w a b le  e n e r g y  s c u rc c s .  
T h e y  a rc  e n g a g in g  in  c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  g ro u n d  
r e c y c l i n g ,  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t io n ,  
b io d iv e r s i t y ,  o r g a n ic  p r o d u c e .

a n d  e t h i c a l  s o u r c i n g .  B r a n d s  
th a t p r io r i t i s e  s u s ta in a b i l i t y  a nd  
c o n t in u o u s ly  s e e k  s u s t a in a b le  
in n o v a t io n  a re  b e c o m in g  f ro n t -  
r u n n e r s  in  c o n s u m e rs *  p u r c h a s ­
in g  d e c is io n s .

T e l l  u s  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  ‘ B o t­
t le s  F o r  C h a n g e ’ c a m p a ig n .

A n g e l o :  T h e  ’ B o t t l e s  F o r  
C h a n g e *  c a m p a ig n  is  p a r t  o f  
B i s l c r i 's  b r o a d e r  s u s t a in a b i l i t y  
c o m m itm e n t ,  th e  B is le r i G re e n e r  
P r o m is e , w h ic h  a im s  to  p r o v id e  
a g r e e n e r  fu tu r e  f o r  a l l .  T h e  in i ­
t ia t i v e  a im s  to  r a i s e  a w a re n e s s  
a m o n g  p e o p le  a b o u t  th e  v a lu e  
o f  u s e d  p l a s t i c  a s  a r e s o u r c e ,  
e n c o u r a g in g  th e m  to  s e g re g a t e  
a n d  d i s p o s e  o f  i t  r e s p o n s i b ly  
t o  p r e v e n t  it f ro m  e n d in g  u p  in 
la n d f i l l s  o r  o c e a n s .

T h e  c a m p a i g n  f o c u s e s  o n  
e d u c a t i n g  p e o p l e  o n  h o w  to  
c le a n  a n d  s e g r e g a t e  a l l  t y p e s  o f  
p la s t i c ,  w h ic h  a re  th e n  s o ld  to  
lo c a l  r a g p ic k e r s ,  w h o , in  tu r n , 
s e l l  i t  to  r e c y c lc r s .  g e n e r a t i n g  
m o re  v a lu e  a s  u s e d  p l a s t i c  is  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  h i g h e r - v a l u e  
p r o d u c ts .

S in c e  i t s  la u n c h , th e  ‘ B o t t le s  
fo r  C h a n g e ' in i t i a t i v e  h a s  m a d e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s ,  e n g a g ­
in g  w ith  o v e r  6 0 0 ,0 0 0  c i t i z e n s  
a c r o s s  s e v e n  c i t i c s  a n d  13 M u ­
n ic ip a l  c o r p o r a t io n s .

T h e  p r o g r a m 's  f o o tp r in t  c o v ­
e r s  m o r e  t h a n  3 5 0 0  h o u s in g  
s o c ie t ie s .  6 8 0  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i ­
tu t i o n s .  7 9 0  c o rp o r a t e s ,  a n d  6 0 0  
h o te ls  a n d  r e s t a u r a n ts .

B i s le r i  p l a n s  to  e x p a n d  th e  
p r o g r a m 's  r e a c h  to  m o re  c i t i c s .  
su c h  a s  B e n g a lu ru .  H y d e r a b a d , 
a n d  P u n e , a n d  p r o m o te  s u s t a in ­
a b i l i ty  w h ile  c r e a t i n g  e m p lo y ­
m e n t o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  r a g p ic k ­
e r s ,  a g g r e g a to r s ,  a n d  r e c y c lc r s .  
A ll p r o f i t s  f ro m  th e  in i t i a t i v e  
a re  d e d ic a te d  to  im p r o v in g  th e  
l i v e s  o f  th e  r a g p ic k e r s .

W'e h a v e  a l s o  r e l e a s e d  o u r  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  r e p o r t  w ith  a m ­
b i t i o u s  t a r g e t s  f o r  2 0 2 5 .  W c 
p la n  to  e x te n d  th e  ’ B o t t le s  fo r  
C h a n g e "  p r o g ra m  to  c o v e r  20  
m a jo r  c i t i c s  a n d  c o l l c c t  a n d  
r c c y c l e  I 2 .5 0 0 M T  o f  p l a s t i c  
th r o u g h  th e  p r o g ra m  b y  2 0 2 5 . 
( lA N S t i fe )

‘S ta r - G azing’
B y Pi. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, MAY 14, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast*
Moon ton square Jupler on your scfar return chart and it If a wonderful year 
You will th okj ante hejdarrf tackle problem coming your way a maturity. 
Your bosses will extend al the help in your work when It Is needed ne most 
You wil also find lhat your entire tamiJy is standing with you. Your triends ml 
keep supporting yew Yxi wui make good progress In your jotvbusinoss Your 
business wil prosper and flourish Your monetary condton is also going to 
be good You wi.'lget work order* from abroad Avery spec til person wil come 
in your life all of a sudden leading to a warm and Mf«a*g relationship. You 
wil get marital happiness Students wil get suoeets in examsAnterv**. Your 
swings wil keep supporting you And you will remain a role model for them. 
B-.« ness trips will kee> you busy.

•This week fo r you’
Arios : (March 21 - April 20) I  will be a wonderful week for you. Your 

fortune wta remain on your side You *»a take seme strong busi­
ness oiated decisions wt*ch shal cast a powerful impact on 
others Your decisions wil have a far reach ing impact on a large 

/ ^ )  number of people You will also be able to meet the hopes and
ex pecbt) ons of Cithers. SomedScrencers with your partners may 
emergj but you wi 'overcome them win ease Your health 
remairwonderful.YouwiialsogoloattendsomefaBiSyfunciion 
Your eiemies and rivals wil beoutclosed Love mates will have 
a w-onderfki bondng Win some support from your bosses you 
will actieve a tot. Your name and fame wil rise.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21)You wil hare lot of peace nis week. Your 
longlaitng worries will come to an end. You wil take some vital 
deosiens which win prove fruitW toe your jot>twines* You 

.  will net Ike »iy body's interference in your private Irres. Some 
C finance obligations concerning your business wW keep you 

busy. rou will be keen to make the otAsbndng payments. You 
will also make preparations to welcome relatives at your home

* * You wfl also plan to introduce a novely In your wort Yourdl- 
feren«s with your family members wil get resofred. You will 
read seme knowledge enriching Merature. I  wJ make you a lot 
wiser tiled with wisdom.

Gemini : (May 22 - Juno 21) You win wlnoss an improvement in you 
fortunes You will gel a new job offer. Your income will also rise. 
You wl do well m your business. Thtro wtn be an Improvement 
in you relabons with partner You will be busy in your wort 

\ m m /  YouwUaMotakeanenpoitantdecinonrê ardingfciturcofyeu 
tf>!dren.Youwilbebusy>nmatter$of!cve,rcmtneeandmoney 

J jU f f e  I wi!l ie a ?ccd week from v:«vipc> nt of finance but be careful of 
t»ng Juped. There will be benefioal changes in the pianetary 
positien. Your famly members wil sUnd shoulder to shoulder 
with )«u iet all ne situations. You will have gains i i  property 
matters. Money wil not be a proWem for you.

Cancer : (June 22 • July 22) There wil be pressures of work but you will 
coup ip w.ri it wel You wu be wel paid In the end. Wih you• 
money you wii bowling to help those who are in need You win 

j  ^  becorramedaboirtthem.Youwil have new work plans in mind 
J  You wfl also get belter opportunities «i job and career You win 

I j M o  besuioundedbyyoulovedonesandwillgetlolofsuppert The 
ort-t ol the Moon wil brighten your path. Your enemies and loes 

i  will bedefeated and your mterxtion wm poople win contnue 
There r.l be an increase in your famrfy happiness. No one wfl 
be atf* to stand up to you m business matters. You wil march 
ahead with lot oI confidence.

Leo: (July 23 -Aujust 23)Youwillgetridofhealhretatedprobtems.You 
will Met resolutions Uken by you. You wil be hap per as things 
move sositively. You wil get favorable resuls m the financial 
field Jome money mghtccme In from somewhere. You wH be 
full of self confidence Ycu wil also try to complete your wort 
Some >leasant event wil take place. Your own people wil help 
you a fct Misunderstanding between you and your relatives and 
friends will come to an end Your financial poslionwil be good. 
You vn i  perform seme special works You win also get favor able 
result] In business. You wii spend tme wtfh your fnends. You 
will nc< rest til you complete your wort.

Virgo : (August 24- Septomber 22) You win have peace In yourmlnd 
as your works get completed Love affairs wil be successful You
will hne plan* t* get m«/n«d. You win be buiy in your werli end

i t  /  withfanty YourotHtKlCS in business arrf employment matters 
r f l j  will gd resolved. You wil inwte scene persons for your lunch1

- dinner Those «*>o are unemployed and looking for job wd find

grcae pteasu'eio mi 
A. > gladden tester heai 

both of you. You wl 
be busy in shopping 

"  ‘ Me partner wil be g<

it Students wil ptan to join a good institute for your studies 
and career. Scene big order or contract wil be finalized that will 
increase your prcAt. You wil give maximum tine to your famly 
You seniors wil be happy win you.

Libra : (Soptombor 23 -Octobor 23) The time Is good for raising your 
income. You will have mental peace, satisfacten and money will 
flow in You well meet a special friend who veil help you a lot 
You wfl also get the result of your hard work. You wu run your 
business well. A new wort.' project wil get suited. You will have 
peace and happiness in your lie You will m#e contact win a 
business person who wui be of great help to y»u. You ml focus 
on your wort with energy You will gel success in government 
related work. The quarrels and dsputes win people wi 1 come to 
an end. You will have wondertji bonding w-.e you life partner 
You wil also be serious towards work, busness and career 
There wil be an increase In marital happiness.

Scorpio : (Octobor 24 - November 22) The tune is good from al 
perspectve. You win progress in your jobbuaness You wil be 
successM m whatever you do. Your l>st of conlKts win increase 
You boss wia be in you favor. You could get a promo son in your 
job. The business utuaton remains favorable for you. You wil 
keep makegood progress You will b*gn a nrw chapter In your 
Me. You will have lot ol prestige enhancing diys. A new person 
can come in your Me leadng to a rd««king affair. Money that 
was »ven on loan wui be repad back. You wfl take care of lot 
of new thngs in your life. A new chapter win Segin in your lie. 
Youdlterences with you seniors will come te an end Stud cm 
win do wel in eiarm/i r*erview

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)Ycur time wil pass 
off gently. You wil enjoy you tine with you family. You wil 
have plans in your mind to go to a hil sUtiov Vftatover wort 
you win start you will manage to complete it n tme. it wu be a 
great pleasure to introduce youself to someene spocal It nil

• heart, it wil lead to a rclicking arffair between 
i wH have money m you hands. You will also 

be busy in shopping for yourself. Your relations wih friends and 
life partner wil be good. You wil not choose a wrong objective 
in you career in the euphoria of success Gcvcmment related 
wort wil gather momentum You need to U>c advantage of a 
favorable tme period

Capricorn: (Docember 22 - January 20)Youeffcrts will be successful.
it wil bring in lot of happmes s to you It ntfght m  possible to get 
you work done with the cooperaten of youiseniors You wil 
stay away fcom risky work. You wil also make safe mvestments. 

^  You will have a dream start to your lovo story. This is atso no 
tme to realize your dreams. You need to be careful win what 

V P S  you eat to stay healthy and f A Your offldais wii be happy at the 
M  »/ wort w ng done on time. Your elders will gude you and your 

pan will bee cme easier. TheresUtsofworkllwtis done carefully 
wia be great Keep you expenses under ccnvoa oncr*«e you 
may have to take loan lor your showing off.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)Thetdeof tine is very mighty.
You will get w*iM you had always wanted onthe bats ol your 
talents You wu; get enlghtenment and comfcrt m lot of thngs 
that maBer a lot in your life. You will be very rruch satisfied and 
youfacewilltciiitso You health win also be good Rebtonshp 

%_ betweenhusbandandwifewiiibelovaWe.Goodnewsrelatedtoa
4 b  triendw.lberecer»ed.ThereSal«>nsln>betv*enfamilymembers 

wui be fine. You wil engage In social work Y(uw*n make great 
“  eSoits and wil be successful in accomplishng lop poslion in

any competitive exams You will eryoy do>ng business. Your 
name, fame and prestge will rise.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) You wil be bus) in shoppng this 
week. You wil have lot of fun and entertainment. Lovers wil be 
happy. If you are looking for a lie partner, thei your search will 
ccme to an end You may get engaged or mimed to a person 
rf your choice. You wil get Ml support of y>ur parents Your 
irtComewillatsokeeprlsingThtrearechancwofMrr»ngmoney 
You wil support you family members. You wil also fulil your 
responsJbiJites that you have towards them, lappy time wil be 
spent on some occasions inerewseoenarmcnyinunocrstano- 
ing domestc task. By understanding you responsibiittes and 
duties well, you wH fulfill them ccm̂ etely. A new chapter is 
awaitiig you in your We.

The best gifts for mom 
this Mother's Day

M o th e r ’s D ay  is  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  a c k n o w l­
e d g e  w h a t  th e y  d o  fo r  u s  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  
g iv e r  h e r  a f f e c t io n .  I t c a n  b e  d i f f i c u l t  to  

f in d  th e  id e a l  p r e s e n t  fo r  s o m e o n e  w h o  s e e m s  to  
h a v e  e v e r y th in g .  T h e s e  p r e s e n ts  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  
m a k e  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  w o m a n  in  y o u r  l i f e  f e e l 
a l l  th e  m o re  s p e c ia l  o n  M o th e r 's  D ay .

E x p r e s s i n g  g r a t i t u d e  w i th  a f l a v o u r f u l  f e a s t
T r e a t  y o u r  m o th e r  to  a l u x u r io u s  b o n d in g  

b r u n c h  a t  th e  D e lh i  P a v i l l i o n ,  S h e r a to n ,  N e w  
D e lh i .  T h e  d is h e s  a re  p r e p a r e d  w ith  th e  f in e s t  
in g r e d i e n ts ,  b u r s t s  o f  f la v o u r s  a n d  a ro m a s  w ith  
e v e r y  b i te .T h e  jo y  o n  h e r  f a c e  a s  sh e  in d u lg e s  
in  a d e le c ta b l e  f e a s t  c r a f t c d  f o r  h e r  i s  s u re  to  b e  
p r ic e le s s .

H e lp  y o u r  m o t h e r  c a p t u r e  b e a u t i f u l  
m e m o r ie s  w ith  e a s e  

M o th e r s  lo v e  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  a n d  th e  p r e c io u s  
m o m e n ts  th e y  sp e n d  w ith  th e i r  lo v e d  o n e s .  T h e  
N ik o n  Z fc  is  a p e r f e c t  g i f t  f o r  y o u r  m o th e r  to  
s e a l  th e  m e m o r ie s  sh e  c a n  c h e r i s h  f o re v e r .  W ith  
i te  r e t r o  d o e ig n . th e  c a m e ra  e x u d e s  an  o ld - w o r ld  
c h a rm  th a t  w ill  m a k e  h e r  f a l l  in  lo v e  w ith  it  i n ­
s ta n t ly .  B a s e d  o n  th e  Z - m o u n t  s y s te m , it  c o m e s  
w ith  a 2 0 .9 - m c g a p ix c l  s e n s o r ,  w h ic h  p r o d u c e s

h ig h - q u a l i ty  im a g e s  w ith  s tu n n in g  d e t a i l s .  T h e  
c a m e ra  s ls o  f e a tu r e s  a v a r ia b le -a n g lc  L C D  to u c h ­
s c re e n  d  sp la y , w h ic h  m a k e s  i t  e a s y  to  f ra m e  sh o ts  
f ro m  d i f f e r e n t  a n g le s .

T h e  ( ; i f t  o f  H e a l th
S h o w  y o u r  m o th e r  how  m u c h  y o u  c a re  a b o u t h e r  

w e l l-b e in g  b y  g iv in g  h e r  th e  b e s t  g i f t  - th e  g i f t  
o f  g o o d  h e a lth .  R a n g in g  f ro m  im m u n ity - b o o s t in g  
v i ta m in s  a n d  m in e r a ls  to  m o o d - e n h a n c in g  s u p p le ­
m e n ts  a n d  p r o b i o t i c s  f o r  g u t  h e a l th ,  b r in g  to  
h e r  V estig e  P r im e  C o n c e n t r a te d  M in e r a l  D ro p s  
( C M D ) . th a t  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  h e r  o v e r a l l  h e a l th  
a n d  v i t a l i t y .  A n a tu r a l  s e a  m in e r a l  s u p p le m e n t  
e x tra c te d  f ro m  T h e  G re a t S a lt L a k e  o f  U ta h , C M D  
c o n ta in s  th e  fu l l  s p e c tru m  o f  th e  m in c r a ls r c q u irc d  
b y  th e  h u m an  b o d y .

A g a z e b o  d in in g  e x p e r i e n c e  
b y  th e  G h a t s  o f  V a m u n a

C r e a te  an  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d in in g  c x p c r ic n c c  fo r  
y o u r  m o th e r  by th e  G h a t s  o f  Y am una  in h e r  ow n  
p r iv a te  g a z e b o . C o m e  to g e th e r  to  c c lc b ra tc  m e m o ­
r a b le  m o m e n ts  o f  to g e th e r n e s s  w ith  a fo u r - c o u r s e  
T a b le  D 'l l o t c  m e n u  a n d  c u ra te d  in d u lg e n c e s  m a k ­
in g  f o r  a t r u ly  m e m o r a b le  M o th e r 's  D ay  c e l e b r a ­
t io n . ( lA N S I i fe )
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“Ifyou're happy, i f  you're feeling good, 
then nothing else matters. ”

— Rubin W rig h t
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Boost to Congress
THE verdict is clear -  and a virtual slap on the 
face o f  the BJP for its om issions and com m is­
sions and its overdrive on the communal front 
in Karnataka. The Congress sweep in thc as­
sembly polls was m ore than expcctcd though 
anti-incumbency sentiments were evident from 
the very start. For the Congress party, this m o­
rale boost came at the precise time when it was 
almost down and out at the national level and its 
spearhead. Rahul G andhi, was targeted by the 
Modi government in questionable ways. The 
saffron party that went on a  communal overdrive 
has been given such a drubbing that it would 
nurse this wound for a long time. It lost its only 
base in thc South and brought shame to Prime 
M inister Namndra Modi too by making him run 
around the state with a  begging bowl for votes. 
The huge dependence on Modi was a clear hint 
that thc BJP’s state leadership and chief minister 
Basavaraj Bommai lacked thc strength to take 
on thc opposition.

For the BJP, this is the second state to go  this 
way -  after thc Congress captured Himachal 
Pradesh from it in the November 2022 assembly 
polls. The saffron party famously keeps dem on­
strating that it is yet to have an organizational 
heft. Its chief ministers are poor performers and 
facclcss men. It lost M aharashtra and retained 
H aryana by allying with a regional party. In 
K arnataka, as many as  11 m inisters lost thc 
polls, signifying thc poor image o f  the outgo­
ing government. Most BJP governm ents are 
non-performing. In state after state, the party is 
basking in the glory o f  Modi. But. the 72-ycar- 
old Modi is just three years aw ay from likely 
political sanyas.

Thc Congress party played its cards well 
this time. However, its win in Karnataka is no 
more than a temporary reprieve. Bigger battles 
lie ahead before the 2024 Parliament polls. As­
sembly polls in Rajasthan, MP, Chhattisgarh, 
Telangana and elsewhere are expcctcd before the 
end o f  this year. All eyes would now be glued 
to those polls. Thc tricolour party has won the 
moral courage to take on the BJP in thc com ­
ing polls by its decisive victory in Karnataka. 
Perhaps an understanding had been reached 
between the two party stalwarts -  Siddarama- 
iah and DK Shivakumar vis-a-vis thc CM s 
post and government formation, or that a new 
formula could be contemplated. Notably, their 
communities -- Dalits and Vokkaligas respec­
tively — have energetically backed the Congress 
this time. Only Bengaluru and the coastal region 
sided with tlx; BJP. As for the JD Secular, it re­
duced its assembly scats substantially as did thc 
BJP. Its leader HD Kumaraswamy could neither 
be king nor king-makcr as he had hoped to be. 
Voters ensured as much.

Saving The Rivers 
of Meghalaya

11 is for thc first time in 
living memory that thc mon­
soon is playing truant in Me­
ghalaya and the north eastern 
region. Even though w chave 
almost crossed thc half year 
mark for this year, thc rain is 
still avoiding its landing on 
these rolling hills. If  thc dry 
spell con tinues, then, like  
1,'miam Lake, all thc rivers 
in the state will become thin 
and  m uddy, a nd  on ly  thc  
skeletal remains o f  their for­
m er image will remain. With 
tem peratures continuing to 
rise, thc water level will fall, 
leaving thc rivers with very
shallow waters. The rivers in 
thc entire state arc now show­
ing this sign o f  stress, and if  
the rain god is not kind to thc 
people, then thc river beds o f 
many rivers in thc state will 
soon be visible to  the naked 
eye. The question that arises 
is: what will happen to thc 
atpialir lifr in tfw«* rivers'* 
The most im portant ques­
tion is: what will happen to 
our rivers, which an; already 
under great stress?

T h c  condition o f 
o u r  r ivers 

Thc C EO  o f  thc Jow ai 
M unic ipal B oard and  thc 
M em ber Sec re tary  o f  thc 
Khasi H ills Building Struc­
ture Regulatory Authority. 
K hasi H ills  A u tonom ous 
D istrict C ouncil, Shillong, 
respectively, both issued pub­
lic noticcs that shed light on 
thc state o f  our rivers. These 
noticcs. which appeared in 
T hc Shillong Tim es, serve 
as a grim  reminder that, in 
addition to the Wall Umkhrah 
in Shillong, other rivers in the 
state arc also in danger. Thc 
tw o public notifications that 
w ere thc result o f  thc court 
o r  tribunal o rders show ed 
that the state’s rivers arc not 
in good shape, and thc Me­
ghalaya government and the 
autonomous district councils 
should collaborate to save thc 
rivers before it is too late.

The filthy-flowing 
r iv er M yntdu 

A serious issue is raised by 
thc nottcc issued by the Addi­
tional Deputy Commissioner 
o f  the  W est Ja in tia  H ills 
D istrict and  thc C h ief Ex­
ecutive OITiccr o f  thc Jowai 
Municipal Board on May 3, 
ordering households in Jowai 
without proper septic tanks 
to stop flushing their toilets 
into drains and water bodies 
in their areas. Thc order states 
that, as per thc report pre­
pared by thc Meghalaya State 
Pollution Control Board, thc 
National G reen Tribunal has 
found that thc health o f  thc 
r iv er M yntdu is se riously  
compromiscd due to its high 
acid content.

H um an in te rfe re n ce  is 
causing thc river to  deterio­
rate. and excessive siltation 
is causing to reduce in size.

By II11 Mohrmen

It was also said that people 
indulge in  open defecation, 
a s a result o f  which the faecal 
coliform  and total colifomi 
c o u n ts  a rc  very h igh and 
thc BOD lcvc is beyond the 
perm issible I mil. W ater is 
a lso not potable due to  thc 
disposal o f  untreated waste 
and  sewage into the river. 
Thc term "BOD" refers to thc 
amount o f  molecular oxygen 
n eeded  for ttic b io log ica l 
oxidation o f  organic matter 
in water as well as the typi­
cal oxygen requirement for 
o rganic  waste lhat can  be 
broken  dow n aerob ica lly . 
T here fo re , in com p liance  
with thc Honblc NGT order, 
the Jowai Municipal Board 
has directed thc households 
w ithout a proper san itary  
latrinc under lowai town to

PI IE departm ent is  aw are 
that as per MSPB report, thc 
w ater it provides to thc m u­
nicipality is unfit for human 
consumption? Ilic important 
point is how the department 
continues to  provide w ater lo 
thc community despite their 
knowledge that it is unfit for 
hum an c onsum ption . The 
governm ent has obviously 
failed thc people o f  Jow ai. 
a nd  th is m a tte r should  be 
taken seriously by thc people 
consuming this water and by 
the government o f  thc day.

T h e  K H A D C N oticc
O n thc o the r hand, the 

K hasi H ills  A u tonom ous 
District Council, in its noticc 
dated  M ay 10, 2023. cited 
the High C ourt o f  M egha­
laya order in P1L No. 10 o f  
2019, which prohibited any

“The rivers in the entire state are now 
showing this sign o f  stress, and  i f  the 

rain god is not k ind  to the people, then 
the river beds o f  m any rivers in the state 
will soon be visible to the naked eye: The 
question that arises is: what will happen 

to the aquatic life in these rivers?”

construction o f  a permanent 
nature within 50 metres from 
thc mean high flood level o f  
U miam Lake in Ri Bhoi Dis­
trict. The order further stated 
that thc matter is no longer 
lim ited to Umiam Lake but 
has extended to o the r w a­
ter bodies and rivers in thc 
s ta te . A dditionally , it w as 
reported that tl)c Meghalaya 
High Court has ordered thc 
Autonomous District Council 
to take action to maintain thc 
w ater bodies' purity.

In e x e c u tin g  the H igh 
C ourt's order, the Executive 
Com mittee o f  the KHADC 
has prohibited any new con­
struction o f  a permanent na­
ture within 50 (fifty) metres 
from thc mean high flood 
level o f  all thc w ater bodies 
and rivers in thc  ju r isd ic ­
tion o f  thc Khasi H ills A u­
tonomous District Council. 
Further, the EC has directed 
that no person or pe rsons 
shall discharge solid waste, 
sewage, o r septic tank waste 
into tlx; water bodies o r rivers 
within the jurisdiction o f  thc 
Khasi Hills Autonomous Dis­
trict Council. It also orders 
the chicfs and the headmen, 
after due consultation with 
thc landowncr(s). to identify, 
p ro tec t, and  p rese rve  thc  
catchment areas in thcclekas 
and  villages lo  ensure  thc 
sources o f  water arc protected 
and preserved. The tradition­
al chicfs are also instructed to 
ensure that thc directions arc 
not violated.

stop thc direct discharge o f  
faulty scptic nnks or latrine 
to  drains and w ater bodies 
and to construct a  proper scp- 
tagc tank or sanitary latrine 
within 90 days.

T he people of Jow ai a re  
literally  d rink ing  the ir  

ow n waste 
Thc residents o f  thc town 

arc unaware c f  ihe fact that, 
despite the completion o f  the 
new w ater supply projcct. 
Jow ai continues to rely on 
thc M yntdu. ivhich is unfit 
for human consumption, for 
its daily  water needs. Thc 
grand old Myntdu w ater sup­
ply projcct. which is pumped 
from Mupialv. supplies thc 
town with 4.086 MLD o f  wa­
ter (RTI reply No. EE/PHE/ 
E lec t J W I 'l im . 2 1 .2022 - 
23 /1075  dated D ecem ber 
23, 2022). Thc much-hypcd 
and  rec en tly  inaug u ra te d  
U m ngot w ater supply , on 
thc other hand, supplies only 
1.486 M LD c f  w ater to thc 
town, which is less than thc 
total am ount o f  w ater sup­
plied to thc town (Ibid. RTI 
dated Dcccmbcr 23. 2022). 
The M yntdu w ater supply 
projcct continues to  be thc 
main source o f water for thc 
people o f  Jowai, as it supplies 
more than fifty percent o f  thc 
tow n’s water icquircment.

I he question lhat thc peo­
p le o f  Jowai iccd lo  reflect 
upon is how they have treated 
the river Mynidu, thc town's 
main source o f water supply. 
Anotherqucr> is whether the

T hc river affected 
by AMD

The rivers in the coal mine 
areas arc highly polluted by 
acid mine drainage (AM D) 
that comes from thc mines. In 
spite o f  the fact that no study 
has been done to determine
thc condition o f  the rivers in 
the coal mine areas posi-NGT 
ban. thc government has cel­
ebrated thc issuing o f  mining 
leases to thc coal miners in 
thc state. It is indeed sad lhat 
w hile thc government is cry­
ing foul over thc pollution 
o f  thc rivers in Shillong, it 
doesn't carc a hoot about ihe 
rivers in thc rest o f  thc state. 
W hether thc new so-called 
"sc icn tif ic  m in ing” w ould 
not have an adverse impact 
on the rivers in the state is 
another question. I f  thc new 
m ining system continues to 
pollute the water bodies, then 
this government isclosing thc 
leakage o f  one hole and. in the
process. opening a new hole.

S aving th e  r iv e r s  saving 
w ater, and  saving 

aquatic  lives
It is sad that, to date, thc 

s ta te  has not been ab le  to 
even conic up with a People’s 
Aquatic Biodiversity Register 
o f  thc aquatic anim als that 
a re  found in thc r ivers in 
thc state. W ithout a doubt, 
a q u a tic  life  in  thc  r iv e rs  
in thc coal m ines has been 
g one  forever, bu t the  a d ­
m in istration  is com pletely  
ignorant about the cxisicncc 
o f  aquatic life in  thc other 
rivers in thc state. Despite thc 
fact that in most o f  thc rivers 
one can see thc golden masher 
"kha-lad" (Tor putuitora) and 
chocolatc mahsccr "kha-saw” 
(Ncolissochcilus hexagonolc- 
pis) swimming, not much is 
known about these fish spe­
cies. Even though thc 1UCN 
has listed thc golden m ahsccr 
(T or p u tito ra )  a s "en d an ­
gered" a nd  its popu la tion  
is declining at an alarm ing 
ra te , thc  g o v e rn m e n t has 
done nothing to  p rotcct this 
aquatic species. Chocolatc 
m a h scc r  (N c o lis so c h ilu s  
hcxagonolcpis) is found only 
in thc North Eastern Hima­
layan region, particularly in 
M eghalaya, and thc fish is 
also considered a threatened 
spccics by thc IUCN (2016). 

Saving o u r  rivers 
before it is too late

It is now obvious that it is 
not only the Wah Umkhrah 
that needs thc government's 
attention; all thc rivers in thc 
state arc under stress and need 
protection. The court and tri­
bunal's intervention should be 
taken as an alarm bell by thc 
government and thc people 
o f  thc state. The government, 
along with thc Autonomous 
District Council, should wake 
up and take immediate action 
to protcct and preserve our 
rivers before it is too late.

O ur the 
Boiling Frog 

Story
Editor.
T his is  w ith rcfcrcnce  

to a letter to the editor tin-
dci lilt caption, “ Cili/.ciKi
m ust vo icc  oul the ir con- 
ccm s ”( ST  May 12. 2023) 
by Kevin Phillips. In this 
regard I would like lo say 
that I've had similar experi­
ences o f  having been told 
by several people including 
highly cducatcdoncs that it 
is pointless to  express their 
dissent against many things 
not going right in  our state 
b c ca u sc . “ governm ent is 
never moved by the plight o f 
thc people." I guess that this 
sense o f  general impotcncy 
and helplessness gradually 
crept in some years after our 
attainment o f  statehood and 
has becom e urm istakably 
visiblc in thc  lis t tw o dc- 
cades. In short, most people 
have given up.

This attitude reminds me 
o f  thc. "  Boiling Frog Syn­
drom e." The Boiling Frog 
story is a moral fable de­
scribing a frog being slowly 
boiled alive. T h: premise is 
that i f  a frog is put suddenly 
in boiling water, it will jum p 
out. but i f  thc fiog is put in 
tep id  w ater fir»t w hich is 
then brought to a boil slowly, 
it w ill not perceive the dan­
ger and will unresistingly be

cooked to  death. Thc story is 
often used as a m etaphor for 
thc inability  o r unw illing­
ness o f  people to react o r be 
aware o f  sinister threats that 
arise gradually rather than 
suddenly.

H ere in o u r  s ta te , co r­
ruption has been c reeping 
gradually and it has almost 
reached catastrophic propor­
tions. Bccausc thc proccss 
is so  g rad u a l, it has a lso  
seeped into our psyche vciy 
im perceptibly to thc point 
that it has somehow bccomc 
normalized and w c now have 
no compunctions to indulge 
in it and accept it. H ence, 
w ith increasing corruption 
in socicty our concern for 
thc general good has co r­
respondingly been severely 
eroded to the point lhat we 
now generally carc for thc 
well- being o f  our immediate 
families only, thinking that 
what evils exist outside our 
little worlds do not concern 
us, as i f  these evils will not 
in thc long run come to bite 
our ow n children and grand­
children.

F or m e. thc deafen ing  
s ilencc  o f  in te llec tuals  is 
majoriy responsible for thc 
s inking o f  M eghalaya into 
thc bottom less p it o f  co r­
ruption and thc few voices 
o f  dissent lhat we hear arc 
nothing less than mere cries 
in the wilderness. In conclud­
ing. this quote from Edmund 
Burke seem s appropriate: "

Ihe only thing neccssary for 
the triumph o f  evil is for good 
people to do nothing.”

Yours ctc., 
Samuel Svvctt. 

Shillong-2.

Dorbar 
shnongs m ust 

function under 
a set o f  rules
Editor.
A sa  regular reader o f  this 

column and above all other 
issues that arc usually high­
lighted from time to time. I 
would also like to draw the 
attention o f  thc authorities, 
thc d istric t adm in istra tion  
and the KHADC in particu­
lar. Can a dorbar shnong levy 
fees for sa le  and  purchase 
o f  la n d ?  M oreover the re  
arc certain rangbah shnongs 
who charge exorbitantly in 
thc name o f  village develop­
ment fund while they charge 
separately fora residential or 
no objection ccrtificatc. Sincc 
these institutions are in direct 
contact with thc people a t thc 
grassroots, one  has to suc­
cumb to whatev er demands 
to get thc paperwork done 
else it becomes an issue for 
any individual living in that 
system.

Even thc staffs at thc sub- 
reg is tra rs  o fficc  w ill ask 
for a sale deed that has the 
headm an’s seal w henever

registration of land is sought 
for at thc DC office. Till date 
it is not c lear w hether thc 
h eadm an’s NOC fo r salc^ 
purchase o f  land is manda­
tory. Therefore it is for thc 
governm ent authorities to 
issue notifications to thc gen­
eral public about the relevant 
procedures and a lso  o f  the 
prescribed fees that dorbars 
can collect in such eases. As 
o f  today thc land documcnis 
obtained from KHADC arc 
still not acccptcd by thc banks 
for loans but i  no objection 
ccrtificatc from thc District 
C o u n c il a nd  thc rangbah  
shnong is neccssary for mort­
gaging thc lard to banks for 
availing  loans. W hen will 
there be a system that will 
case up land registrations in 
ihe state o f  Meghalaya?

A  family member o f  mine 
w as asked to pay 1%  from 
sales proceeds as donation 
to w a rd s do rbar fund o f  a 
p a rticu lar village fo r road 
construction. We found out 
that as per sanad o f  thc Syi- 
cm  o f  Myllicm thc rangbah 
shnong  w as only a llow ed 
to charge a nominal amount 
as witness to  the sale which 
should not buxlcn thc seller. 
Wc confronted the dorbar of­
ficial that wc vrill only donate 
an amount that is within our 
capacity  and that no extra 
a m ount would b e  paid at 
any  cost; they reluctan tly  
a g reed  to  sign the  papers 
after a lengthy argument. The

question remains as whether 
dorbars fall under any ambit 
w hen it comes to collcction 
o f  such fees? It is pertinent 
to  a sk  w hen developm en­
tal funds in the state come 
through schem es, how can 
collcction o f  fees by village 
dorbars be permitted openly 
in thc name o f  development? 
I f  that be thc case then where 
are all ihe public schemes o f  
M LAs and M DCs that are 
meant for the people?

There are dorbar shnongs 
that fall under municipal ar­
eas that also collect fees for 
c lean ing  and  m aintenance 
o f  the locality on a monthly 
basis when the very same is 
chargcd by thc Shillong M u­
nicipal Board. Many citizcns 
a re  skeptical about paying 
such fees sincc it becomes a 
burden for families to pay to 
two different authorities but 
m ost arc  reluctant to  raise 
ihc ir voices in  thc locality 
for fear o f  harassm ent by 
the headman. Now how can 
such double collections be 
allow ed? It is for thc District 
A dministration to  intervene 
to bring a stop to  this illegal­
ity  that is rampant under its 
nose.

No doubt dorbar shnongs 
provide yeoman scrvicc in 
tim es o f  tragedies and e f ­
fectively assist thc govern­
ment in many different ways 
a nd  the ir  reecn l handling 
o f  the  C ovid  pandem ic  is

commcndablc; however they 
should function w ithin thc 
m andate given to them un­
der thc Constitution so  that 
people  in  general a rc  not 
affcctcd by ihcir self-made 
diktat. For instance, thc recent 
directive from the KHADC 
bam ng rangbah shnongs from 
active participation in politics 
(which is not being adhered 
to), sim ilar directives should 
also be issued to  dorbars on 
collection o f  fees and only 
a prescribed limit should be 
allowed for specific purposes 
that arc permissible.

A time has conic that well 
considered laws are made for 
village and municipal admin­
istration and also the do ’s and 
d on 'ts  that dorbar shnongs 
should adhere to  w hile the 
State Government should also 
consider a remuneration for 
headmen as pe r provisions 
available bccausc they cannot 
be expcctcd to do their jobs 
pro-bono. In municipal areas 
o f  Shillong  an urban local 
body should b e  constituted 
urgently to tackle the ever 
increasing civic woes.

Your’s  ctc..
Iba S. Khamaior 
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A centenary 
tribute to the 

FMA pioneers
By Barnes Mawrie

“I f  y ou  th in k  in  term s  
o f  a  year, p la n t a  seed; i f  
in  terms o f  ten years, plant 
trees; i f  in  terms o f  a  hundred  
y ea rs , leech  th e  p e o p le "  
(Confuciu*)

Way back on 8th Dcccm­
bcr 1923, six sisters o f  the 
Daughters o f  M ary Help o f 
Christians, popularly known 
as thc FMA sisters, arriv ed in 
Northeast India, one year a f ­
ter the arrival o f  the Salcsian 
missionaries. T he six pio­
neering sisters were Sr Inno- 
ccnza Vallino who was their 
leader. Sr. Maria Bricarello. 
Sr. Giulia Berra, Sr. Clotildc 
Appiano. Sr. Cecilia Da Roil 
and Sr. Antonicita Rosciti. 
Thc Daughters o f  Mary Help 
o f  Christians (FM A ) arc a 
congregation co-founded by 
Don Bosccand St. M ary Do- 
mcnica Mazzarello in Mor- 
ncse (Italy i in thc year 1872. 
Their charism as spelled out 
by their founders, is to work 
for thc material and spiritual 
well being o f poor girls espe­
cially th ro igh  the ministry o f  
education. Thc congregation

socicty. Thc sisters havealso 
devoted themselves lo health 
carc as well. They do have 
a large num ber o f  trained 
nurses and infmnarians. It 
ought to be remembered that 
they were cntnisted by thc 
Assam G overnment to look 
after thc nursing staff o f  thc 
Gancsh Das Hospital from 
1946 till the year 1979 and 
they were thc pioneers o f  the 
Rapsbun Nursing College in 
1979. In Assam the sisters 
were a part o f  the nursing 
staff o f  the G uwahati Civil 
Hospital from 1932 to 1962. 
Today thc sisters are actively 
engaged in rural health carc 
through the ir dispensaries 
which are situated all over 
this region.

Since their arrival here, 
the Salcsian  s is ters  have 
a lw ays catered  to  thc  so­
cio-econom ic needs o f  the 
people. As wc all know, thc 
tribal com m unities o f  this 
region during those years 
were really backward in ev­
ery aspect o f  I ifc. Thc sisters 
have dedicated them selves

“This year 2023, the congregation is 
celebrating the  hundredth anniversary 
o f  their arrival to Northeast India in  
1925. A t this ju n c tu re  it is relevant 

a nd  significant to look back and see 
the trem endous contribution tha t this 
congregation has m ade to our region. 
First o f  all in the area o f  education, 
the  sisters have rendered a yeom an  
service to society since their arrival. 
Today the  congregation runs as m any 
as 33 schools and 4 colleges o f  their  
own and 27  schools and 3 colleges in 

collaboration with others. ”

today ranks as the  biggest 
women congregation in  thc 
Church  with ove r 13.653 
members c f  which more titan 
1272 are in India alone. In 
thc last ore  hundred years, 
the congregation has grown 
im m ensely  in  Ind ia  w ith 
seven provinces spread all 
over thc country. In Northeast 
India alone they have two 
provinces, namely. Shillong 
and Guvvlmi with over 600 
sisters o f  whom 500 o f  them 
being local sisters.

This ycir 2023. the con­
gregation s celebrating the 
hundrcdtl: ann iversa ry  o f  
their arrival to Northeast In ­
dia in 1923. At this juncture 
it is relevant and significant 
to  look b ic k  and sec  the 
trem endous c o n trib u tio n  
that th is congregation has 
made to  our region. First o f 
all in thc irea  o f  education, 
the sisters have rendered a 
yeom an service to  society 
sincc thcirarrival. Today thc 
congregation runs a s many as 
33 schools and 4 colleges o f  
their own m d 27 schools and 
3 colleges in collaboration 
with others. W hat is more 
admirable jbout them is that 
m ost o f  the ir educational 
institutions like schools and 
hostels arc situated in rural 
areas, catering to the poor and 
marginalized people. Some 
o f  the ir prominent schools 
arc St. M a y ’s  H igher Sec­
ondary School in Guwahati 
(1932). St. Joseph’s School 
in T czpur (1936 ). Sacred 
Heart HS School in Shillong 
(l938).Auvilium HS School. 
Shillong and Little Flower 
HS School in Im phal(l958). 
Little Flower HS School in 
Kohima (1964). St. M ary’s 
HS S chool in M a lig a o n  
( 1967), Auxilium HS School 
in Agartalaand many others. 
These schools have churned 
out thousands o f  em inent 
leaders in ihe region and in 
thc  country as well. Many 
o f  the ir  past p u p ils  have 
played ami continue to play 
important roles in socicty at 
large. Through education, the 
sisters have been able to em­
pow er especially rural girls 
who otherwise would have 
been left al thc periphery o f

todifticult tasks like running 
orphanages, doing  social- 
upliftmcnt services, running 
non-formal and vocational 
training schools, organizing 
youth centres and empower­
ing women in every way. In 
many ntral a reas, thc sisters 
arc instrumental in initiat­
ing S elf Help Groups which 
have been responsible for 
thc  econom ic progress o f  
rural com m unities. Today 
the sisters have a large net­
work o f  SlIG s in thc region. 
W orking side by side with 
thc Salesians o f  Don Bosco 
in most o f  thc parishes, thc 
Salcsian sisters arc playing 
a great role in the transfor­
mation o f  N ortheast India. 
Definitely wc cannot ignore 
thc con tribu tion  o f  o the r 
women congregations like 
thc Loreto sisters (IV BM ) 
and thc RNDM sisters who 
in the ir  ow n righ ts  have 
been g ian ts  e specially  in 
thc field o fcducation  sincc 
thc start o f  thc 20th century. 
Today there is a plethora o f  
other women congregations 
w ho w ork in th is  reg ion  
two o f  w hom , namely, thc 
M SM H C  and  thc V SD B 
s is te rs  a rc  in d ig e n o u s ly  
founded by late Mgr. S te­
phen  F c rra n d o  and  la te  
M gr. H u b ert D ’ R osa rio  
respective ly . T hc form er 
c o n g re g a tio n  (M SM H C ) 
was in fact groomed by thc 
Salcsian sisters in the initial 
years o f  their existence.

In conclusion . I would 
like to make a comment on 
tlx; opening quote front Con­
fucius. It is evident that thc 
Salcsian sisters who came 
to  Northeast India in 1923 
had a long-term  plan and 
that is thc reason why they 
have committed themselves 
totally to thc task o f ’’teach­
ing" people -  teaching them 
the basics o f  life, fostering 
knowledge in them, instruct­
ing them on basics o f  health 
care, teaching our youth art 
honest way to cam their liv­
ing and above all inculcating 
in ou r youth  fundam ental 
moral, human and religious 
values which have gone a 
long way to m ake Northeast 
India w hat it is today.
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‘ What a cage is lo  the w ild beast, 
law  is to the selfish m an.99 

_______________ —  Herbert Spencer
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R oster system  a tinder box
RESERVATION also known as affirmative action 
or positive discrimination is backcd by the Indian 
Constitution. The Meghalaya State Reservation 
Policy was intelligently crafted by the founding 
fathers of this state essentially to address the need 
for affirmative action for the indigenous tribes o f 
Meghalaya the Kliasi-Jaintia and Garo. If all the 
three tribes are classed as one, Meghalaya would, as 
per the Constitution, only be able to have got 50% 
reservation since the Constitution docs not allow 
anything more lhan that for any single ST category. 
By dividing the tribes into two major categories the 
first legislators of the new state o f Meghalaya were 
able to get 80% reservation for the local tribes, 5% 
for the minor tribes who arc of Mcghalayan domi­
cile while 15 % was for the open general category. 
Perhaps the only error was that the Government at 
the lime did not anticipate that the matter would 
reach the portals of a court and be questioned. It 
was imperative to maintain a strict roster as to how 
many from each categoiy were able to avail the seats 
allocated to them; what would happen to the 40% 
seats allocated lo the Khasi-Jaintia and 40% to the 
Garos if any job applicant from that category failed 
to make the cut Should the unfilled scats be carried 
over for the next job vacancy*?

At the time (he number o f  technically qualified 
people were relatively few in number and often the 
ST vacancies had to be filled by those from the unre­
served category. The other alternative was to let the 
vacancies remain unfulfilled and have a governance 
problem at hand. The very fact that vacancies arise 
is because there is a need for critical manpower in 
those positions. But all these remain unrecorded for 
the past 50 years. Add to this the nepotism that crept 
in when the undeserved from amongst the reserved 
categories got in while the deserving were left in the 
lurch. Now 50 years down the line the Meghalaya 
I ligh Court had to raise the Roster question becausc 
that is the only way to ensure equity and justice in 
appointment to entry level pasts. It is unfortunate that 
this matter has taken on a dangerous political colour 
which threaten* to break the long held solidarity 
between the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo tribes. Anything 
that takes on an ethnocentric colour is unhealthy in 
a slate with mixed ethnicities.

The Voice of Peoples’ Party (VPP) has given 
an ultimatum to the government to resume the job 
appointment process by following the Reservation 
Policy minus the Roster System. The matter is still 
in the Meghalaya High Court. The VPP comprises 
some o f the best educated members and scholars. 
They are well avare that if they wish to challenge 
the Roster system the court is the proper forum. So 
why are they taking the political instead o f the legal 
route? Not everything in the life o f a state must be 
reduced to political brinkmanship.

Manipur Riot: The tragedy of ethnic 
-based evacuation of population

On May 3. 2023. the All 
Tribal Students Union Ma­
nipur (ATSUM ) organised 
a “ Tribal Solidarity March” 
in a ll the  hill d is tric ts  o f  
M anipur against the demand 
for inclusion o f  the dominant 
M eitei com m unity into the 
Scheduled Tribe lists o f  the 
C onstitution o f  India. The 
rally concluded pcaccfully 
in the hill d istricts, though 
highways w ere blocked in a 
few places in the valley by 
some M citci vo lun teers to 
express their displeasure at 
the peaceful rally. A group o f  
unknown m iscreants burned 
the Anglo-Kuki War Cente­
nary G ate in theChurachand- 
pur d is tr ic t and  then fled 
thereby infuriating the locals. 
Tire tribals and the M eiteis 
im m ediate ly  engaged  in a 
bloody battle in the Torbung 
and K angvai areas o f  C'hu- 
rachandpur d is tric t. M any 
people d ied  and  hundreds 
o f  homes were destroyed on 
that tragic night. T he v io ­
lence spread to  the Imphal 
valley a s Kuki-Zo dominated 
localities w ere attacked and 
their houses burned down, 
including churches.

The Indian m ilitary has 
been  ordered  to " shoot at 
s igh t” as the vio lence  has 
spiralled out o f  control. This 
conflict is  the cu lm ination 
o f  long-standing d iscontent­
ment am ong the triba ls o f  
Manipur including the rcccni 
infamous, “  Three Bills" is­
sue. in which eight tribals 
lost their lives in 2015; the 
forcible eviction and  decla­
ration o f  K uki villages by 
declaring their habitation as 
Reserved Forest or Protected 
Forest; the by-passing o f  the 
Hill Area Com m ittee(H A C) 
o f  the M anipur Legislative 
A ssem bly  in m a tte rs  p e r­
taining to the tribals, among 
other grievances.

S in cc  the  o u tb rea k  o f  
violence, targeted com m uni­
ties from both parties have 
sought refuge in arm y gar­
risons. An estimated 30,000 
Kuki-Zo have sought refuge 
in Im phal V alley m ilita ry  
cantonm ents and garrisons. 
S im ila rly , a few  hund red  
M citci a lso  took refuge in 
arm y cam ps in  M orch and 
Cliuiai:lktiid|iui. in  UlC iLis s 
that follow ed, the Im phal 
valley saw lynchings, arsons, 
and lootings. Kxccpt for state 
governm ent em ployees in 
uniform and a handful who 
have chosen to  d ie  in  their 
homes, no Kuki-Zo o r M eit­
eis rem ain in the valley o r 
the hills following the cvacu- 
ation operation. S tatem ent 
from the Global Naga Fom m 
and Professor Kham Khan 
Suan, writing in the Indian 
Express, have referred to this 
massive com m unal conflict 
as  an "institutionalised riot 
system " (IR S ) bccausc  o f  
its planned and impromptu

By Thanggoulen Kipgen

nature as w ell as its religious 
and populist uidcrpinnings. 
Paolienlal Hackip.a member 
o f  the Manipur Legislative 
Assembly, ca led it "cthnic 
cleansing" o f  the  K ukis in 
an interview with 'T he  Wire.’ 
The Kuki Inpi USA and the 
Kuki Support C entre  USA 
in their memorandum to the 
Embassy o f  Irdia. W ashing­
ton m ade similar claims.

Several states, including 
Uttar Pradesh. D elhi. West 
Bengal, and Haryana, have 
evacuated students and o th­
ers stranded in violence-hit 
M an ip u r th rough  sp e c ia l 
arrangem ent*. The forccd 
evacuation o f the K uki-Zo 
from the Imphal valley to the 
hills, and the M eiteis from 
the hills to the valley, w as the 
most traumatic and profound 
ev en t. Both com m un ities 
have  had  to  t>e evacuated  
w ithin the stttc . and thou­
sands are taking flights to  
larger cities, including Delhi. 
Kolkata. Guwahati. Aizawl, 
Shillong, and Bangalore for 
safety. Statc-nm shelters and 
rehabilitation facilities do not 
ex ist. C SO s in d  churches 
have been  playing crucial 
roles in rehabilitating victims 
o f  violence, particularly in 
the hills. The Kuki-Zos' hasty 
and hapha/arc evacuation to 
the hills and die Meiteis’ to 
the valley  pose significant 
challenges. T iis  exercise is 
no t a panacea and  should  
not be used as such to defuse 
tensions. The ramifications 
o f  this a rc  enormous.

The first is the  psycho­
logical toll that being forccd 
to flee violent conflicts might 
take. Trauma, loss, and con­
fusion are common reactions 
am ong those who have been 
uprooted from their homes 
and  eom m un ties. D epres­
sion , anx iety  and  a sense 
o f  lo ss  o f  com m unity a re  
only some o f  the long-term 
psychological effects o f  be­
ing uprooted against one 's 
will. Second, the upheaval 
o f  social structures and net­
works is already in full swing 
when an entire community is 
uprooted. Both the affected 
ind iv id u als  and the co m ­
munity have suffered from 
a breakdown in their social 
networks. Third, relocating 
and segregating populations 
along racial and geographi­
cal lines sheds light on who 
truly belongs where and why. 
It is an exchange o f  people 
based on  cthnic identity. The 
long-term cffccts o f  this on 
the relationship between the 
hills and  the .a lley w ill be 
devastating. It has exacer­
bated the ongoing cycle o f  
mistrust, fear.and animosity, 
as well a s erected real and 
perceptible boundaries along 
ethnic lines, li could lead to

m ore  s tren uous e ffo rts  to 
form  e thn ic  e n cla v es and  
neighbourhoods where one 
group dom inates, and o th ­
ers are not welcome. I f  this 
docs happen, it will dispro­
portionately affect minority 
communities and could stoke 
further ethnic tensions.

The adm in istra tion  has 
failed miserably to address 
the problem associated with 
evacuation and has no idea 
w hat to  do about the massive 
strain on resources caused by 
the inflax o f  cvacuecs in need 
o f  food, housing, and medi­
cal carc  for victim s o f  the 
violence. If  the government 
is responsible for returning 
the victim s to  their homes, 
w hen w ill that happen? Is 
this evacuation meant to be 
a tem porary m easure until 
p e rm anent physical secu ­
rity m easures can be put in 
placc? Does this mean that 
relocation is irreversible and 
that people need to start over 
w ith new social and physical 
s tru c tu re s?  S ta te  g o v e rn ­
m en ts  and  a ffec te d  co m ­
munities need to take these 
inquiries very seriously.

A s fighting and violence 
persist, the Kuki-Zo people 
nave blocked national high­
ways to express their frustra­
tion with the governm ent's 
inaction. O utside o f  the state, 
in c itics like Shillong  and 
D elh i, c o n flic ts  be tw een  
the tw o p opu la tions have 
also been reported, fuelling 
further outrage and violence. 
M ost o b v io u s ly , the  e th ­
nic schism , resentment, and 
su sp ic ion  a rc  intensify ing  
in online com m unities like 
T w itte r. Facebook , Insta- 
gram , and WhatsApp. False 
in fo rm ation  a nd  c o u n te r­
arguments have been flood­
ing online communities. The 
situ a tio n , though  c laim ed 
by th e  C h ie f  M in is te r  o f  
M anipur, is  re tu rn in g  to  
normal on various occasions, 
is not elose to  normal, with 
tensions still h igh on both 
sides.

M anipur is at a  crucial 
stage in resolving the mount­
ing ethnic tensions and con­
flicts. First, there isan  urgent 
need for the proper rehabilita­
tion o f  victims o f  the conflict. 
W hile ensu ring  the  safe ty  
and protection o f  individuals 
affected by the ethnic conflict 
is param ount. mass evacua­
tion should not be viewed as 
the ideal long-term solution. 
Evacuation does not address 
the root causes o f  the confl ict 
and docs not in any  w ay pro­
mote reconciliation, instead, 
efforts should be focused on 
find ing  peacefu l and  su s­
tainable solutions, fostering 
dialogue, and building trust 
that em braces diversity and 
reso lve  c o n flic ts  th rough

peaceful means.
Secondly, now  that the 

evacu ation  is com plete, it 
is a good tim e to begin dia­
logues and discussions with 
a ll p a rties  involved. In ter­
estingly. on M ay 12, 2023, 
ten L eg isla tive  A ssem bly  
members dem anded "sepa­
rate administration" for the 
Kuki-Zo people in Manipur, 
stating that, "as the State o f  
Manipur has miserably failed 
to protect us. wc seek o f  the 
Union o f  lnd iaa  SEPARATE. 
ADMINISTRATION under 
the  C o n stitu tio n  o f  India 
a nd  to  liv e  pcaccfu lly  a s  
neighbours with the State o f  
Manipur". This declaration is 
an outw ard sign o f  the grow ­
ing distrust the tribal people 
have in the s ta te 's current 
leadership. The C h ief M in­
ister o f  the slate is under in­
creasing pressure and might 
e ven tua lly  resign , bu t the 
affected tribals may refuse to 
settle for anything less than 
a se p a ra te  adm in istra tio n  
co nsidering  the ir  grow ing  
discontentment.

T h ird , i f  c la im s about 
radical g roups such  a s  the 
A ram bai T enggol and  the 
M citci Lccpun leading the 
a ssau l t on the  K uk is  a rc  
genuine, then they must be 
investiga ted . T he va lid ity  
o f  long-standing democratic 
institutions can be threatened 
by radical organisations. The 
c lim a te  o f  in s tab ility  and 
c o n tin u in g  v io le n ce  they 
foster by advocating violence 
and  rejecting  peaceful co- 
cxistcncc m akes long-term  
peace and harmony elusive.

Fourth, m ass evacuation 
b ased  on c thn ic  lines is a 
m an ifesta tion  o f  a severe  
breakdown o f  law and order, 
quite sim ilar to the partition 
o f  1947. Therefore, it is im ­
perative that both the central 
and state governments exert 
considerab le  effort to  a d ­
dress this issue. The C h ief 
Minister, instead o f  claiming 
that things have gone back 
to  normal, should take this 
m atter seriously. Likewise, 
because o f  their preoccupa­
tion with the Karnataka elec­
tion, the central government 
has paid little attention to  the 
problem  in Manipur. It's no 
wonder that Northeast issues 
have alw ays been neglected, 
unless they concern China. 
E arly ccn tra l in tervention 
could have helped pu t the 
situation under control, but it 
appears that opportunity has 
been w asted. C onsidering  
K uki-Z o 's rep resen ta tive 's 
open statement calling for a 
separate administration and 
their general dissatisfaction, 
this conflict is likely to drag 
on for some time.

(The author is an  A ssis­
tant Professor. D epartment 
o f  I ln m a n itie s  a n d  Soc ia l 
Sciences a l I  IT  Kanpur)

O f educational 
structure  

& learning  
quality

Editor,
T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  

M BOSE Higher Secondary 
school Leaving Certificate 
(HSSLC) examination have 
been declared. Wc are now 
aw aiting the  results o f  the 
much anticipated Secondary 
School Leaving Certificate 
(SSLC ) examination 2023. 
T h e  c a n d id a te s  a w a itin g  
the resu lts have butterflies 
in th e ir  stom ach; pa ren ts  
arc  anxious as well o f  their 
w a rd s* p e rfo rm a n c e  a n d  
Heads o f  Schools and  M an­
agement hopeful o f  a good 
result overall, for recognition 
am ong other institutions.

W hile  a few will stand 
out and achieve higher marks 
in  all subjects, the majority 
how ever w ill be  indicated 
on ly  a s passed w ith a v er­
age o r below avenge  marks 
obtained, not to mention that 
candidates can still pass even 
if  they fail in 2 subjects (with 
the exception o f  English and 
M IL). N ow  comc the chal­
lenges o f  ge tting  adm itted 
for 10+2 courses in various 
institutions and the decision 
a s  to  w hich  d isc ip line  to 
pursue. It’s unfortunate that 
m ost o f  ou r students are un­
decided which discipline to 
further their studies on until 
declaration o f  SSLC results, 
becausc they will base out on 
the subject/s they score the 
m aximum marks' in. This is 
actually not healthy consid­
ering that they sc o v  the least 
in  their subject o f  interest in

the SSLC exam ination and 
hence canno t choose  tha t 
subject.

T he blame for this rests 
on the MBOSE curriculum 
and its lack o f  approach and 
objectives which do not a l­
low students to build their in­
terests in ccrtain disciplines 
from the early stages o f  the 
secondary  level. They arc 
only guided on how to pass 
the exam s and this mindset 
<*.irri«»<j nn until lh<* SSI f  
examinations. For instance, 
in  the sub jec t Social S c i­
ence. C lass X. there are four 
disciplines (History, Civics. 
Geography and Economics) 
with a total o f  about 39-40 
chapters but only for a total 
marks o f  80 (20 being inter­
nal m arks). Now students 
have to prepare 40 chapters 
for only 80 m arks and dur­
ing exam s thcrc arc chapters 
from  w hich  no t a s ing le  
question is set. Every year 
c an d id a tes  com p lain  tha t 
during the SSLC exam  they 
can 't pcrfonn well in Social 
Sciencc . Last y e a r  it was 
all over the news and social 
media about the difficulties 
faced by students due to  lack 
o f  preparation.

T he same can be said for 
Sciencc. English o r M ath­
em atics . A s tuden t m ight 
show  great interest in G e­
o g ra p h y  bu t no t in  H is ­
tory; might perform  better 
in Biology but not in Phys­
ics; migTit be very good in 
geom etrical constructions 
but not so good with Alge­
bra. However, during exam, 
th e  to ta l m a rk s  from  all 
disciplines are taken as one 
scoic. How will iluil justify 
a  students'perform ance? No 
w onder it 's  difficult for an 
MBOSE student to crack the

national competitive exams 
in various fields (including 
C U E T  to  u n d e rg ra d u a te  
P rog ram m es). C om pared  
to ccntral o r o the r Boards, 
the curriculum is  very rigid. 
N ow . abo u t M B O SE  sy l­
labus and textbooks, le t's  be 
honest, and here you can get 
the opinions o f  any teacher 
that follows the MBOSE syl­
labus. The present MBOSE 
sy llabus has very  lim ited  
fnnlcnl and most o f  thi* ti'vt- 
books arc sub-standard and 
a t tim es even give out wrong 
information. Being a teacher 
m yself. I can confirm  my 
find ings and obse rvations 
on this. T here a re  several 
occasions w hen corrections 
h ave  been  m ade in  those  
textbooks.

O ften . I w ould w onder 
a t the role and functions o f  
M B O S E . Do they  re a lly  
have a cu rricu lum  fram e­
w ork in  the first place?  Is 
there is a Com mittee to  look 
specifica lly  a t th is  m atter 
a nd  to  d isc u ss  a nd  com c 
up w ith  so lu t io n s?  O r is 
M BO SE only  responsib le  
for registration o f  students, 
scheduling o f  examinations 
and  declaration o f  results? 
T h e  N a tio n a l E d u ca tio n  
Policy (2020) is in placc and 
will be implemented before 
the tim eline o f  2030. How­
ever, I don 't know how much 
progress w e have m ade a s  a 
state, in term s o f  preparation 
to incorporate this great ref­
ormation in the Educational 
System. It is imperative that 
the State Board sits, rethinks 
and reconstructs its curricu­
lum. It's tim e to revisit the
VAistiug syllabus and makv 
changes to the textbooks so 
that our students will well- 
equipped w hen faced with

the challenges o f  competing 
and pursuing higher courses 
o f  studies.

P e rsonally . I fec i that 
while all the issues on edu­
cation in our state are about 
m is m a n a g c n e n t, paucity  
o f  funds, teachers salaries 
and jo b  security for teach­
ers etc., no a te  talks about 
the problem s faccd by our 
students. Nobody represent 
their plight; no one questions 
thi* a vailab ility  n f  p roper 
infrastructure and facilities 
for learning o* w hether there 
even exists a healthy learn­
ing environment (including 
academ ic  gu idance , even  
physical well-being). Finally 
it 's  time to  question w hether 
the stm cturc o f the MBOSE 
curriculum is practicable and 
serves its purpose o f  benefit- 
ting the students.

Yours ctc..
Name withheld on request.

Via email

Turbulence in 
the aviation  

sector
Editor.
D espite Irdia being the 

third-largest and one o f  the 
f a s te s t-g ro w in g  a v ia tio n  
markets in th i world, many 
airlines have failed in the 
country. These airlines either 
collapsed o r  w ere so ld  o ff  
due to financial crunch, debt, 
and  m ism anagem en t. G o 
First is the latest victim  o f  
the unforgiving Indian av ia­
tion m arket. Indigent and 
cash-etrappad G o First, for­
merly know n as G o Air, had 
filed voluntary insolvency 
with the National Com pany 
Law Tribunal(NCLT).

T he company states that 
it w as forced to file for vol­
untary insolvency bccausc o f  
“ faulty" Pratt and W hitney 
engines which then led to the 
airlines grounding the major­
ity o f  their flights. The CEO 
said that the insolvency w as 
to revive the airline and not 
to  sell it and confirmed that 
the ow ners had no plans to 
exit the aviation scctor.

The move forccd the Di- 
n v ln ra te  C.i*n«*n.l o f  Civil 
A viation (DGC'A) to issue 
a  no tice  w hich a sked  the 
airline to  work on a refund o f  
rescheduled flights for future 
dates. It also said that it is 
closely observing the ongo­
ing arbitra tions. H ow ever, 
many flyers com plaincd that 
they d id  no t receive  the ir 
refund o r have received only 
partial refunds.

G o First's cris is has also 
impacted the Indian aviation 
industry  w hich  is  already  
battling high dem and for pi­
lots. In March, a ir travel be­
came costlier by upto 12.82 
pc a s the government raised 
caps on dom estic airfares. 
Now, the shortage o f  flights 
on domestic routes is another 
concern. Hence the question 
is, w ill this airline be able to 
recover o r lose face in the 
Indian Aviation Market.

T here might be a glim pse 
o f  hope for revival o f  this air­
line, under the NCLT volun­
tary Solvency Process which 
m e an s  th a t th e  com pany 
has acccptcd its business is 
insolvent and the company 
cannot repay its debts pres­
en tly  and requ ires help to 
sort all th is matter out, and 
thus a lsosafeguaid  the com ­
pany from lessors to repos­
sess their aircraft. And while 
insolvency and bankruptcy

may sound the same, the)' arc 
not. Insolvency is a financial 
state whereas bankruptcy is 
a legal declaration.

G o  F irs t w as g ra n te d  
bank rup tcy  p ro tec tio n  by 
the NCLT. However, this did 
not go well with the Global 
aviation leasing watchdog. 
A via tion  W orking  G roup  
(AW G) -a non-profit entity 
co -chaircd  by A irbus and 
Boeing, that m onitors leas­

ed fin; ml la'
behalf o f  plane makers and 
lessors, and has put India on 
a watchlist with a negative 
outlook.

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t f o l­
lows the N ational Company 
Law Tribunal adm itting Go 
F irs t 's  insolvency petition 
and granting it a moratorium, 
as a result o f  which lessors 
w ho w anted  repossession  
o f  their aircraft, c an 't do the 
same. C iting  the instance, 
AWG has said that India has 
failed to  com ply w ith inter­
national aircraft repossession 
norms and th is has turned 
India's Aviation into a nega­
tive outlook and score which 
may in  turn cause ripple ef­
fects in the future on other 
Indian C arriers bccausc o f  
the same.

Hcncc. it is im perative for 
the G overnment to  expedite 
resolution for the sam e so 
that the "G o First" mayhem 
will not affect India's avia­
tion scctor a s a whole in the 
future.

Yours etc., 
Chanmiki Laloo,

Shillong- 2

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on th is page  are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters/ 
au th o rs  a n d  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  lim e s

Value Education as 
propounded by Radhon 

Sing Berry Kharwanlang
By Bijoy a Sawian

As w e com m em orate the 
120th Death A nniversary o f  
Babu Jccbon Roy on May 16 
w c remember with adm ira­
tion and respect the contribu- 
tion o f  Radhon Sing Berry 
Kharwanlang towards value 
e d u ca tio n . R adhon S ing  
Berry Kharwanlang. Jccbon 
R oy’s fr end  and literary  
sou l m ate, co m p ile d  'K a  
Jingsncng  T ym m cn’ (T he 
T eachings o f  E lders), the 
Khasi book o f  moral cthics 
and etiquette. It is a  literary 
mastcrpiccc first published 
in the K lasi newspaper. U 
K hasi M ynta in February 
1897. It comprises a hundred 
and twelve lines. In March 
he added another ninety-two 
lines. In D ecem ber 1901 
it w as published in book 
form by Jccbon Roy in the 
Ri Khasi Press. The follow­
ing  year Part II w as a lso  
published. Book I has forty- 
one  stan:ras and  Book 11, 
sixty-eight stanzas. Radhon
Sing wrote it in exquisite  
Khasi, two lines consisting 
o f  ten syllables and perfect 
rhyming. The uniqueness o f  
this work lies in its ageless­
ness and universality for its 
foundation is Truth, the e s­
sence o f  all religions. I had 
the privilege o f  translating 
it into English and having it 
published in the same press a 
hundred years later in 1997. 
Here arc a few stan /as  that 
encapsulate the Khasi way 
o f  life and living.

•A ll you children, nieccs 
and  n e p ic w /L e a rn  good  
behavior, the best possible* 
Your good reputation will 
alw ays remain1 From season 
to  season as you grow  you 
w ill g a in /W h c rc v e r  you 
w alk, w herever you go 'B c 
modest .be humble, don 't let 
arrogance show. In the house 
vou arc bom these you must 
learn1 H ov to s it and  how to 
stand1 Hon’ to walk and cross 
your fee t i l  ow to  drink how 
to  eat/H cw  to talk how to 
g lance/flow  to m ove how 
to  advancc/H ow  to  work 
how  to labour How to cope 
with the work you shoulder 
H ow  to dress now to attire' 
How to be modest how to 
c o v er Ho.v your turban you 
will wear ! low  to com b and 
make your hairT low  to give 
how  to accept/1 low  you will 
live and yuur life will direct' 
T h ink  a rd  ponder be  not 
vain be not proud1 At home 
o r abroad, in o r out/Takc not 
these wo»ds lightly for they 
com c from Gcid Almighty.

•W h a te v e r  y o u  know  
w hateveryou gain 'll is use­
le ss  i f  n;>t by T ru th  su s- 
tained Even if  very rich you 
bccom c  If no one rcspccts 
you w hat use is the pomp? 
Even if  you arc grandly at* 
tircd 'It's  useless for it’s only 
y o u r  sham e cam ouflaged'' 
You may reach the top, sit 
on horse. c lephan tT f your 
rcputatior, is sullied what use 
is  it?  /Even if  you worship 
w ith folded hands/W hat use 
is it i f  you arc dishonest and 
unkind?/£vcn  i f  you  w or­
ship God and him entreat/If 
within you goodness is not 
rooted dccp’llow  long will 
you cscaiK llis  w rath His 
judgm ent /Today, tomorrow 
you’ll comc to a sad  end.

•In  front o f  elders any 
tim e any placc Speak with 
hum ility  and gracc/VVhcn 
they enter the room while 
you’re alone or with friends’1 
S tand  up g iv e  y o u r  sca t, 
ne’er feel shame o r offence/ 
In front tif them in smoking 
don’t indulge1 It belittles their 
position  and d ign ity  very 
much/Yon too will yourself 
expose and disgrace/Like a 
boorish if>start who* knows 
not his place.

•W hen your kith and kin 
have trials and tribulations/ 
N ever refuse help and c o ­
operation W hether they can 
repay your kindness or not 
/D on 't ever confront them, 
d on ’t keep a g r u d c c if  they 
have a  feist go and jo in  gra­
c io u sly  If they d o n 't invite 
you do»n’i sulk needlessly/ 
Around food and drink your 
life shouldn 't revolve/E ai 
and drink only to  be healthy 
and strong

•Always with discretion 
talk and  act/It's an invest­
m ent that rem ains in tact/ 
D o not overspend and your 
e a rn ings d ep le te  In drink 
a nd  food loo  be d iscree t/ 
A n ex travagant life  leads 
to  p c n u r//C oncen tra te  on 
life that is good and true/ 
G ood  fortune will alw ays 
be with you/N ever be  tooi 
inquisitive and too prying/ 
N ever meddle and  be  too 
in te r fe rin g /A lw a y s  keep

your hearts pure as a pearl/ 
All you budding youth, you 
boys and girls.

•A lcohol you shouldn 't 
too much dcsirc/lt has in it 
both fire and  w atcr/Sm ok- 
ing hashish too do not dare 
Im poverished you w ill be, 
for your life you w on 't carc/ 
A s fo r  op iu m  a nd  o th e r  
s tro n g e r  d ru g s/T h cy  w ill 
shorten your life i f  in them 
you indulge  From gambling 
too you should stay far/O r 
like a bottom less pit it will 
you dcvour/Kccpavvay from 
women o f  bad charactcr/O r 
your health and wealth will 
disappear.

•B e fo re  you  d c c id c  to 
w oo anyoriC 'F irst find out 
w hat clan she com es from 1 
Inquire with care in case the 
match is taboo Spcak with 
respect and regard , a ll o f  
you/N evcr sco ff  at someone 
w ho's not good to look at/ 
For .one  day, y o u r  w ords 
y o u ’ll su re ly  reg re t/Y ou
arc ridiculing and jeering at 
G od .the Creator ' W ho. like 
the sun and the m oon. He 
created with carc/W hatevcr 
they a rc  w anting  in  the ir  
physical form 'I t 's  not doing 
.it's the work o f  God

•W hen you go foran  out­
ing o r any sport For fishing 
or recreation  o f  any  so rt/ 
Boys and g irls do conduct 
y o u rse lf  w c ll/D o n 't  g ive  
people a chance to  gossip 
and  te ll/W hen  you a ll go 
so m e w h ere  w here  c id e rs  
aren 't prescnt/So you w on't 
fall into trouble, be wary, be  
prudcni/Don'i ever cheapen 
your charactcr/O r the world 
will malign you  and defame 
and slander

*A flower that someone 
e lse  has w om /N cvcr wish 
that it should you adonvAnd 
once you have worn a partic­
ular flower O thcr shouldn't 
get its fragrance, d o n 't Ict 
them get near B y this I mean 
avoid the act so  v ilc /O f try­
ing to  seduce someone e lsc's 
spousc/Y ou'H  com m it the 
sacrilege and unforgivable 
sin 'T hat is, to both sexes, 
strictly forbidden.

•T he first scoop o f  the 
rice  po t/G oes to  the  man 
o f  the house  w ithout any 
doubt/If the women avail o f  
th is  p riv ilege  instcad/T he 
world w on't the men respect/ 
Ladies w hen you are serv­
ing each day/Till the meal 
is over don 't move away/Or 
it will be likened to  serving 
animals/Evcn if  you  arc in­
nocent it will rankle

•A ll su p e rf ic ia l pom p 
and ostcntatioivUndcrmines 
T ru th  a n d  is  the  ro o t o f  
destruction'O ncc your char­
acter is dcstroycd’W haicvcr 
you achicvc no one will ap- 
plaud’Wcll being is assured 
if  by Truth you abidc/Right 
from  the  beginning to  the 
e nd  o f  y o u r  l i f e /r r ie n d s  
a c q u a in tan c e s  a n d  a ll at 
home /D o no w rong deeds 
w herever you  roam  D on't 
g e t e n sn a re d  b y  w ic k ed  
pco p le /B c  a le r t ,b e  w ary  
and set an exam ple So that 
you 'll a lw ays be  a t one with 
G od/From  now  on please 
remember m y words.

A trans la tion  is a pa le  
im itation  o f  the  orig ina l. 
T his could no t be tm er than 
in this case. I have, endeav­
oured, however, to translate 
it as accurately as possible 
keep ing  young readers in 
mind without compromising 
on the meaning for the sake 
o f  rhyme and meter.

In those days, children 
a lso  learnt from  folkta les 
and other fonns o f  folklore 
on end less m onsoon days 
w hen the rain w ould  fall 
un c ea s in g ly  a nd  on  long 
w in te r evenings around  a 
b la z in g  f ire . T he s to r ie s  
were closely linked to  their 
mental and physical world 
for in those days both the 
narrator and the narratives 
were hardly exposed to  any 
outside influences.

It is heartening to note that 
there is a  marked revival o f 
thcold concept o f  value-based 
education bccausc there is an 
im perative for it. There arc 
Vedanta classes being held for 
the young in many towns and 
cities in India. In the Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills the various 
branches o f  the Seng Khasi 
across the hills hold spccial 
classes for the young every 
Sunday  in w hich Radhon 
Sing 's Ka Jingsneng Tym­
mcn is taught, discussed and 
explained besides lectures by 
elders and prominent m em­
bers o f  society.

(The w riter is author o f  
Shadow M en am ong other 
hooks)
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Karnataka Verdict: 
Modi is not invincible

“ Curiosity will conquer fe a r  
even more than bravery will. ”

— James Stephens
T h e S h illon g  T im es
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C hastening o f satraps
THE palpable sense o f  chastening on thc part o f 
West Bengal's ch ief minister M amata Banerjce 
after the Congress swept thc Karnataka polls is 
a pointer to the road ahead for the 2024 General 
Elections. Consider thc fact that she was in the 
forefront o f  stonewalling all attempts to craft a 
non-BJP opposition alliance in thc 2019 parlia­
mentary p o lk  She put her foot down by saying 
she d idn 't want thc Congress to be a part o f  it. 
This was also because she could not stomach 
Rahul Gandhi as the obvious leader o f  such a 
grouping. For her. then. Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi and Rahul Gandhi were all "juniors” 
to her in politics. Be that as it may, even as the 
BJP and Modi made best use o f  thc division in 
the opposition ranks and rode back to power for 
a second corsecutive term, Bancijec stood her 
ground in her own state and retained power by 
taking on Modi and Amit Shah single-handedly. 
Yet, there was a noticeable taming in the chief 
m inister’s  aggressiveness in recent times and it 
looked as if  she was in a mood to mind her own 
business rather than attempting to teach a les­
son or two to Modi. In recent weeks, however, 
the shuttle diplomacy has been renewed with 
Bancijec going and meeting Bihar’s greying Nit- 
ish Kumar, a id  Kumar m eeting Sonia Gandhi. 
Hcncc it’s time for a start o f  the build-up for the 
2024 parliament polls.

M any were in a  m ood to w rite o f f  Rahul 
Gandhi after the establishm ent went into an 
overdrive and unseated him from Parliament in 
thc follow-up to a  controversial local court order 
against him in Surat. Significantly, this push 
began at the height o f  a  successful Bharat Jodo 
Yatra that Rahul Gandhi conducted, passing 
through 12 slates and covering nearly 4.000 km, 
and he having received a euphoric w elcom e in 
state after state. Set against this, a  question was. 
could any o f ihe regional satraps -  pretenders to 
the PM throne -  have hoped to receivc a mass 
support for them beyond their own boundaries. 
With this yatra, the relevance o f  thc Congress 
was all too spectacular even to thc satraps. Now, 
reinforcement o f  this assertion cam e from thc 
Karnataka poll results. The tussle for the CM ’s 
post there might end soon. If  so. and if  the 
tri-colour party wins at least one or two more 
states in this year's  upcoming assembly polls, 
that should drill fresh sense into the heads o f  thc 
regional satraps. Banerjce’s offer to accept the 
leadership o f  the Congress for the opposition 
alliance, albeit with some “conditions,” is a  step 
in the right direction.

W hatever be thc projec­
tions o f  thc po lls ters , ev ­
e ry o n e  c lo se ly  w atch ing  
thc c lcctions in Karnataka 
knew pretty well that BJP 
was going to be routed. As 
expcctcd. the Congress party 
won with a comfortable mar­
gin. BJP-RSS lost control 
over Karnataka, thc only BJP 
ruled southern state. B JP 's 
dream o f  using Karnataka as 
thc launch pad o f  llindutva 
ideology and politics, and 
spread ing  its ten tac les to 
other southern states, is now 
shattered. The election result 
sends a clear message that 
M odi's magic is waning, thc 
'double engine sa rk a r' has 
lost its sheen, and defeating 
BJP in 2024 general clcctions 
is not impossible, provided 
the opposition parties conic 
together and projcct them ­
selves a s a reliable altcma-

B y  / / .  Srikanth

BJP leadership indulged in 
implementing the llindutva 
agenda, rousing communal 
tensions through propaganda 
on issues over T ipu Sultan, 
hijab. halaal. religious con­
versions. lovc-jihad, ctc. No 
efforts w ere made to  trace 
and  p u n ish  ihe c rim inals  
involved in he k illing  o f  
p ro g ressiv e  so c ia l a c t iv ­
ists. like M .M  Kalburgi and 
G auri Lankcsh. W hile PFI 
w as banned , thc  g o v e rn ­
ment gave a free hand to thc 
H indutva fringe e lem ents 
to vitiate pcacc in the state.

still w orks. O n the eve o f  
the clcctions, thc BJP gov­
ernm ent w ithdrew  thc so- 
called reservations for the 
M uslims and increased thc 
quota  for the tw o pow er­
ful O BC c om m un ities  in 
the slate. T he decision no 
doubt hurt the Muslim sen­
timents, but it failed to  win 
over the targeted Lingayats 
and thc V'okkaligas. A s thc 
s ta te  B JP leaders becam e 
unpopular. BJP relied more 
on the  national level BJP 
leaders , e specially  on the 
charisma o f  Narendra Modi.

B o b ’s B an ter

Handling
Disagreement

Skilfully..!
By Robert Clements

“ Issue o f  
Father’s 

surnam es” 
Does it require 

any debate?
Editor.
In opening a serious d is­

cussion  on th is m a tte r. I 
would like to point out first 
that w esternization in any 
manner should be forbidden. 
From now onwards. (1) Thc 
name o f  any Khasi w ho can 
avail Scheduled Tribe Ccrtif­
icatc should be in traditional 
Khasi Name (2 )Spelling o f  
names and titles should be in 
Khasi alphabet' and lastly. 
(3) The Khasi children need 
to be given thc surname o f  
their m other to strengthen 
thc m atrilineal socicty for 
which wc arc known.

l l  is evident lhat as per 
S ections 3 ant; 12 o f  the 
K hasi H ills  A utonom ous 
District Khasi Social C us­
tom  o f  L ineage act. 1997 
saying that only those fol­
lowing thc custom o f  using 
their m other's sjm am e will 
be iden tified  as K hasi. I f  
we show ou r disrespect to 
our ow n Social Custom o f 
L ineage A ct, how can wc 
cxpcct our Governor to give 
his assent to the Act formu­
lated by representatives o f  
our D istrict Councils? I f t  
us value thc Khasi Social

Custom o f  Lineage act. 1997 
passed by the Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District Coun­
cil by not debating on thc 
Act which is yet to be given 
assent to by tltc G overnor to 
get the recognition by a court 
o f  law. Let us not forget thc 
fact that giving thc surnames 
o f  thc father to our children 
is also an inclination towards 
westernization which is not 
supposed to be acceptable 
to us.

A gain, our great grand 
unclcs. ou r g reat grandfa­
thers have observed that at 
thc time o f  birth o f  a baby, 
there is a navel which con­
nects the new bom baby with 
thc mother which needs to 
be cut ofTafter birth. Due to 
this conncction. they have 
used their wisdom to accept 
and made mandatory that the 
Khasi children need to be 
given thc surname o f  their 
m other to  strengthen  ou r 
matrilineal socicty. Till date, 
there is no accepted scicntific 
theory saying that giving thc 
surnam es to  children from 
the father's side is better than 
our matrilineal system. As o f  
now. let its accept whatever 
wc have been practicing for 
so long.

Thanking our concerned 
Authority in anticipation for 
an expected prompt reac­
tion

Yours etc.,
Louie Pyngropc

Via email

live.
H arlicr, K arnataka  w as 

viewed as a progressive state 
where the people believed in 
moderation. It was thc state 
know n for reform ers and 
noted literary personalities 
like Basavanna. Kovcmpu. 
R.K. Narayan. U.R. Anan- 
tham urthy. c tc . T hanks lo 
Mr. Dcvraj Urs. who served 
as C hief Minister from 1972 
to SO, K arnataka rem ains 
one o f  thc few states in India 
w hich im p lem en ted  land 
reforms that really made an 
impact. T hc capital city  o f  
Bengaluru was then known 
as thc  garden  city . W hen 
India went for liberalization, 
Bengaluru emerged as thc IT 
city, attracting huge foreign 
investments. T housands o f  
educated youth from differ­
ent parts o f  India flocked to 
Bengaluru in search o f  jobs. 
Bengal uru emerged also as an 
educational centre, attracting 
students from all over India. 
Thc changing demography o f  
thc city resulted in different 
problems. Karnataka needed 
m ore citics and  industries. 
R ising prices o f  fertilizers 
a ffcc tcd  thc farm ers. The 
g o v e rn m e n t's  w ithdraw al 
has increased the prices o r  
a ll essential com m odities, 
m aking it d ifficu lt fo r thc 
masses. Tl>cre was a need for 
im proving rural and  urban 
infrastructure.

O ver thc years. BJP has 
been e x perim en ting  w ith 
thc H indutva  agenda and 
was successful in w inning 
over a section  o f  m iddle- 
c lass urban Hindu voters. 
Although BJPdid not sceure 
the required number o f  scats 
in the assem bly, it formed 
thc government three years 
back by engineering defec­
tions. But after forming thc 
government, it showed little 
in te rest in add ressing  thc 
g row ing  co n ce rn s  o f  thc 
people. Instead , thc state

Despicable  
attitude o f  DG 
Assam Rifles

Ifditor,
A reas around schoo ls '1 

colleges are often places o f  
hustle and bustle especially 
during rush hour. Pedestrians 
as well as drivers require to 
be  m indful and  cau tious. 
Vchiclcs need to slow down 
and in  sonic cases, h it thc 
brakes to  allow  pedestrians 
to  move sa fe ly  especially  
in areas where there are no 
footpaths.

O n thc morning o f  May 
15 at a round 10.15am. as 
I w as walking opposite St. 
A n th o n y 's  C o llege , a car 
from behind drove on thc 
wrong side o f  thc road and 
brushed  against me from  
behind. Fortunately. I was 
not injured. Later, with thc 
help o f  my friends. 1 found 
out that thc white Scorpio 
with thc num berplate ML05 
0  9197 belongs to thc DG. 
Assam Rifles.

T h is  o ffice r  p robab ly  
thinks the road belongs to 
him. May I remind you Sir 
lhat this is not a battlefield 
where such valour o f  over­
powering pedestrians is ap­
preciated. Not only w as he 
driving on thc wrong side 
o f  thc  road but he spared 
his honk probably bccausc 
he  d idn 't want to startle thc

In the name j f  NEP 2020. 
thc  governm ent rem oved  
le ssons on revo lu tionary  
and reforming leaders, and 
added lessons rom anticiz­
ing Hindutva icons. Had thc 
BJP government succeeded 
at thc level o f governance, 
it could have consolidated 
thc gains o f  its H indutva 
experiments to some extent, 
as in Uttar Pndcsh. But thc 
government bccamc so cor­
rupt and inefficient that thc 
Contractors Association was 
compelled to write letters to 
Prime Minister Modi against 
the state government. Modi, 
who prom ised "Na khaunga, 
Na khanc dhoonga" (Neither 
will 1 take nor will I allow 
others to take bribes) slept 
over the complaints.

In norm a c o n d itio n s , 
when it is  ccntidcnt about 
its victory. BJP talks o f  'V i­
kas'. meaning development. 
But in Karnataka. BJP virtu­
a lly  had lit tl; to  boast on 
thc performance o f  its own 
government. I: could not talk 
against corruption, as its own 
leaders and tie  government 
faced corrup tion  charges. 
BJP wanted tc neutralize thc 
people's discontent by pu t­
ting up new candidates, but 
this model, which worked in 
Gujarat, failed miserably in 
Karnataka. S)m c powerful 
BJ P leaders who were denied 
tickcts fumed and joined thc 
C ongress  party . B JP w as 
good at rousing communal 
issues nut it w asn 't sure 
i f  the Hindu-M uslim  card

pedestrians!!
There 's not much point 

dwelling on h is  since such 
dcspicablc attitude will con­
tinue in thc future but I. as 
a pedestrian would like to 
request the government to 
co n stru ct more foo tpaths 
especially along thc stretch 
from  A G ’s office to  1GP 
point. Since that road hap­
pens to  be a one-way traffic 
zone, drivers compete to win 
thc Grand Prix!!

Further, the height o f  thc 
footpath alon j St. Anthony's 
College up tothcGurudwara 
is very high, thereby p re ­
venting pedestrians to  use 
it. Besides, there's minimal 
space to walkon thc footpath 
a s thc  haw kers and  the ir 
custom ers take up a ll thc 
spacc. Sincc <»c government 
is  cu rren tly  repairing  thc 
footpaths around thc city. I 
hope it would take up this is­
sue to prevent any untoward 
incidents in tic  future.

Yours etc., 
D Lyngdoh 
Shillong- 3

C ongress’ 
victory should  
ensure a better 

tom orrow
Editor,
Life is nc*cr a bed o f  ros. 

es; uncertainty brings forth

I he corporate national media 
pro jec ted  M o d i's  o rch e s­
trated road show s as game 
changing. Taking advantage 
o f  thc Congress's promise o f  
ban on Bajrang Dal. Modi 
invoked Lord Hanum an to 
w oo thc  vo te rs . N ational 
media gave such publicity to 
his Bajarangi campaign as if  
it was going to tilt thc elec­
tion results in favor o f  thc 
BJP. But thc election result 
mocked these media hyped 
campaigns.

l-vcryday problem s like 
c o rrup tion , in frastruc tu re  
bottlenecks in thc cities, thc 
increasing  costs  o f  f e r til­
izers, rising prices, growing 
unemployment problem, etc., 
mattered m ore to thc people 
than issues likcTippu Sultan. 
M uslim  rese rv a tio n s and 
Majrangi. Caste is no doubt 
a factor, but class issues also 
bccamc equally important to 
thc voters. Congress party 
leaders understood thc peo­
p le’s concerns and focused 
on local issues in thc state. 
Both national and state lead­
ers o f  Congress took a stra­
tegic decision to focus their 
cam paign on local issues. 
Its projection o f ’40 percent 
commission ’sarkara* caught 
thc imagination o f  the voters. 
Its e lec to ral p rom ises for 
women, unemployed youth 
and BPL families also found 
resonance with voters. Unlike 
BJ P. which tried to showcase 
only Modi, both national and 
state leaders displayed unity 
and worked together to reach

w hat o ne  hard ly  thought 
of. Thc overconfident BJP 
lost the present election in 
Karnataka. T his w as not sur­
prising. The BJP had pleased 
some while offending many 
others during its term in o f­
fice. Hope this victory o f  the 
Congress party brings about 
more positive changcs in the 
country.

Yes. soon after the an ­
nouncement o f  thc stunning 
v ic to ry  o f  the g ran d  o ld  
pariy. people w ere seen in 
a trium phant mood across 
Karnataka They were ecstat­
ic and dancing, shouting, and 
chccring. It is  how people 
cclcbratc thc victory. How­
ever, outside a vote counting 
centre  in T ilakvadi, Bcla- 
gav i o f  K arnataka groups o f  
people from thc crowd were 
shouting -  Pakistan Zinda- 
bad. Pakistan Z indabad with 
full gusio. I am doubtful if  
this is a good indication. A 
good omen should not turn 
into a bad omen.

It m ay be m en tioned  
that during Rahul Gandhi's 
"Bharat Jodo Yatra" several 
an ti-national shou ts  w ere 
heard. I don't think such a 
serious instance should sink 
in to  o b liv io n . T hc e a sy ­
g o in g  a n d  c o m p lac en c y  
c o u ld  p rove d e trim en ta l 
later. M oreover, Pak istan  
has never been India's well- 
wisher. With impunity for

ou t to  th c  peop le . W hile  
thc leading national media 
rem ained  b ia sed  tow ards 
BJP. social media channels 
helped the Congress party 
to reach out to the elector­
ate. Different radical NGOs 
a nd  c iv il so c ic ty  g roups 
went to villages and slum s 
to campaign against thc BJP 
governm ent. They form ed 
voluntary forum s such as 
‘Fddclu K arnataka' (Wake 
Up Karnataka) and reached 
ou t to  thc m asses through 
street com er meetings, cul­
tural activities, social media 
posts, and handouts. Many 
progressive indiv iduals, jour­
nalists. and left groups who 
understood thc significance 
o f  thc assembly clcctions for 
thc future o f  India, came to 
K arnataka and campaigned 
and played their part in ex­
posing thc political regime. 
All these developments and 
efforts have influenced thc 
minds o f  thc voters, leading 
to  thc m assive  victory o f  
C ongress in thc assem bly 
clcctions.

T he K arnataka  verd ic t 
has shown that it is possible 
to  de fea t B JP po litica lly  
and  id e o lo g ic a lly . R ahul 
G andhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra 
played a role in setting thc 
background for thc people 
o f  Karnataka to think beyond 
communal issues and focus 
on real issues o f  concern. 
Rahul Gandhi played a role 
in inspiring thc state leaders 
to forget their di ftercnccs and 
light together in the elections. 
T he prospects o f  Congress 
would be  better even in other 
states i f  the local leaders can 
work together, burying their 
differences and personal as­
pirations. If Congress could 
w in  in  M adhya P radesh . 
Tclangana and retain its hold 
over Rajasthan, it would be 
in a bargaining position at 
thc national level to influence 
other opposition parties.

Thc assembly clcctions in 
Karnataka show that it is not
necessary for opposition par­
ties to take to sofl llindutva 
to fight thc BJP. It is pos­
sible to cducatc and organize 
people a round  real issues 
confronting thc masses. I f  
there is a definite and reliable 
alternative , it need not be 
only tl)c Congress party, vot­
ers don’t hesitate in exercis­
ing thc option. I f  thc opposi­
tion parties and civil socicty 
organizations could build an 
alternative political culture, 
th e y  can  w ean  aw ay  thc 
people from thc communal 
llindutva agenda. BJP may 
be rich and have thc RSS’s 
blessings and thc corporate 
classes, still, it is possible to 
contain the Modi juggernaut 
in most other Indian states, 
and even pose a challenge 
to the saffron establishment 
in 2024.

several decades. Pakistan has 
been supporting and instigat­
ing d iabolical forces with 
arm s to  c reatc  in stab ility  
and disturb communal har­
mony in thc Indian territory. 
One conspicuous example is 
Kashmir.

Wc must learn from the 
bitter experiences and  "in­
numerable" bloodbaths the 
nation has previously en ­
dured. O f  c oursc , wc can 
love our enemies and extend 
ou r hands for be tter  re la ­
tions, but wc cannot "trust" 
them. Hcncc. thc citizcns o f  
the country expressing extra 
love for an enem y country 
m ight end  up in  disaster. 
One hopes that the"Bharat 
Jodo Yatra" will not end in. 
"Bharat todo yatra”. With 
honest e ffo rts  and  ev ery ­
one's cooperation, the market 
o f  ha tred m ust be c losed  
and stores o f  love must be 
opened. No m atter what, thc 
in tegrity  and  sovere ign ty  
o f  the nation should not be 
shaken.

Yours etc..
Salil Gcwali.

Shillong

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
thc views of the writers 
authors and not (hat of 
The Shillong Times

The incident I ’m going 
to  relate, actually happened, 
and left mca little concerned 
w ith those w ho wield au ­
thority ane get furious with 
v iew s thai counter theirs: 
A teenage girl saw that her 
priest had done something 
to her father which bothered 
her. She w as thc n iccc o f  
thc priest, and her father thc 
brother.

She had been in Amcrica 
when thc mother o f  both thc 
priest and Iter father passed 
away, also in  Amcrica. Hie 
priest, whc w as the younger 
son. rushed to Amcrica to  
conduct thc funeral, whereas 
her father who was not in 
the best o f  c ircum stances 
financially couldn't go.

Thc priest, after thc fu­
neral, returned to India, but 
did not bother going across 
to sec his elder brother to 
tell him about the funeral 
o r  in what circum stances 
th e ir  m other had  passed  
away. He tiid not even try to 
spend time with his brother. 
His daughter, who knew her 
father was alone and griev­
ing, wrote to her uncle thc 
priest and told him that she 
his favourite niccc w as hurt 
that he couldn't go across to 
his brother and spend time 
with him. ’My father, your 
brother, is alone and griev­
ing !"  she w ro te . “ U nelc  
why don’t you just go across 
and spend an evening with 
him?"

There was an instant up­
heaval: The priest, instead o f 
heeding his niece’s request, 
emailed her back. "How dare 
you write tfiis to  m e?"

W hat he w as try ing  to 
establish was lhat he was a 
priest, and she a mere girl, 
and lhat sh; did not have the 
right to  express her views 
to  him.

Hearing about this epi­

sode saddened me. bccausc 
after that, thc girt w as not 
only disenchanted with her 
u n c le , bui a lso  w ith  the  
church, for having leaders 
with such small egos!

I ’ve realized ever sincc 
that thc greatest gift a  leader 
can gift himself or herself, 
is to present oneself with a 
team who have thc freedom 
to disagree with the leader.

"Sir. I don't agree with 
y o u r v iew s!"  is a s ta te ­
ment one  should w clcomc 
in a meeting, w hether it's  
governm ent, corporate or 
religious. Because that dis­
agree  men* is  founded on 
a thought that has already 
been expressed by thc leader, 
which means that the new 
though t or d isag reem en t 
has started moving forward, 
and whatever contcs out o f 
that debate which follows, 
will be a deeper, w ider and 
b ro a d e r  v iew po in t, th an  
originally expressed.

I f  there arc ten  people 
at thc nice ing. it is thc col­
lective in t;lligcncc o f  ten, 
instead o f  just one.

H istory books will tell 
you without hesitation that 
such combined thinking has 
a lw ays m oved thc w orld 
forward.

R u lers  o f  yo re  w hose  
a d v iso rs  were ‘yes m en ' 
soon found them selves on 
the streets or under a hang­
m an's noose. At some stage 
thc ’yes tven' realized lhat 
thc only way to  keep their 
heads from being dism em­
bered was o  cackle, ‘yes' to 
everything thc leader said.

A mistacc wc often make 
is  to  thin< a s tro n g  m an 
is strong bccausc he takes 
no advice but his own. On 
thc contrary, that is a weak 
person. His insecurity makes 
him feel that any contradic­
tion to his ticw.i is a personal
affront.

"H e is  s lig h tin g  m e!" 
w h im p e rs  thc  so -ca lle d  
strong man to himself, most 
probably being reminded o f  
incidents in his past, most 
probably childhood, when 
he or she w as ridiculed for 
som ething they expressed 
o r did.

The day they comc out o f  
that insecure feeling, thc day. 
he o r she is w illing to just 
listen and agree or disagree 
later, is able to  use debate to 
tty  and convincc opponents, 
then lhat man o r woman is 
on his or her way towards 
becoming a strong leader.

A strong leader will a l­
low  peo p le  th c  freedom  
to disagree, lie  will try to 
understand w hat is being 
sa id , and i f  not ag reeing  
patien tly  explain his own 
plan in plainer terms, o r start 
agreeing to w hat has been 
suggested.

A w eak leade r c lam ps 
down on those who disagree 
with him. They arc so inse­
cure. that any dissent about 
h is views is taken as an af­
front. Most probably he was 
thc little boy. who ran home 
crying, “Mummy thctcachcr 
doesn’t like me!"

"W hy son?"
"She said my answer was 

wrong!”
A wise parent would have 

shown thc child right there 
w hat th e  d if fc ren c c  w as 
in being  liked , and being 
agreed to. " It 's  not that thc 
tcachcr d o e sn 't like  you . 
but the tcachcr d idn’t think 
your answer was thc correct 
one son!’*

We need to learn to accept 
thc views o f  others. To find 
out how the greatest nation 
in thc w orld reached that 
high pinnacic, one has only 
got to open one's books o f  
history and see debates, say 
those between Douglas and

Lincoln that fashioned great 
thought.

To understand this even 
further, one has to accept 
that cach o f  us is blessed by 
o u r  c reato r w ith d ifferent 
g ifts that m ould our belief 
systems. A businessman who 
has comc up by his britches, 
may feel that hard work is 
thc only way to success and 
looks dow n on handou ts 
and freebies, w hereas some­
one w ho w as helped with 
a scholarship or financial 
g ran t, will most probably 
have a  compassionate heart 
to  help the less fortunate as 
he was helped.

T hese  tw o m inds w ill 
collectively shape an idea 
that can better socicty. And 
i f  it’s ten minds; more ideas 
and a better design. All this 
com cs through argum ent, 
debate and convincing.

But when a company or 
country sta rts  curbing thc 
freedom  to d isagree, then 
com es a quick and steady 
decline o f  lhat body.

“ Sir. I don ’t agree with 
your views!"

"C om e to Delhi, s it with 
me. and let us listen to  one 
another!”

That is thc only way for­
ward. Any other route spells 
d isaster, a s wc a rc  slowly- 
seeing! First let's start with 
press conferences where one 
learns to handle reporters 
and journalisLs with paticncc 
and understanding, and then 
one can Icam to handle other 
views that will contribute in 
mov ing our nation forward!

Wc d o n 't  w an t o th e r  
cases like the priest and thc 
teenager, do wc?

The Author conducts an 
Online Writers Course. F or 
m ore details send  a  thumbs- 
up to  him  on WhatsApp no:
9892572883.

bobsbaiiteil@ifsmail.com

A businessman who has com e up 
by his britches, m ay fe e l  that h a n l work 

is the only way to success and  looks down  
on handouts and  freebies, whereas someone 

who was helped with a  scholarship or 
financial grant, w ill m ost probably have a 

compassionate heart to help the less fortunate  
as he was helped.
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“ AH you need in this life is ignorance  
a nd  confidence, a nd  then success is sure.99

—  M a rk  Tw ain
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M eghalaya’s grim power scenario
NEWS that the Jmiam Lake has dipped to its lowest 
ever and with the rains playing truant. Meghalaya 
is heading towards a power crisis o f unprecedented 
proportions. Only Ri Bhoi district seems to be fa­
voured by very few hours or no power cuts at all 
because the steel and other factories arc loeated at 
Byrnihat and these draw the maximum power even 
while they also default on payment of power bills. 
But that aside there is today a dire need for the state 
to think o f other power sources and not be too reliant 
on hydcl power. Run of the river projects and dams 
arc both dependent on the monsoons. This year April 
saw very little rains. I lalf of May has passed with the 
showers crossing over large tracts of Meghalaya and 
shedding their moisture elsewhere. In this situation 
is it not time fcr Meghalaya to think of alternative 
energy sources and look at examples within the 
region and outside?

As far back as 2016 the ONGC had set up a 
726.3M W  conbined-cycle gas turbine power 
(CCGT) plant in the Palatana village o f the Udaipur 
District in Tripura. The first 363.3MW unit o f the 
CCGT plant was dedicated to the nation in June 2013 
and the second unit was commissioned in November 
2014. On May I. this year the Tripura government 
announced that it would set up a 120 MW Combined 
Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) funded by the Asian 
Development Bank. The gas-based thermal power 
project in Rokhia under Scpahijala district would be 
upgraded from 63MW to 120 MWundcr “Capacity 
Augmentation," system. The initial cost of the proj­
ect was Rs 720 crore which has now increased to Rs 
840 crore. The ADB would provide funding in an 
80:20 ratio while the state and central government 
would also contribute to the project. This is called 
planning ahead

It is time for Meghalaya to think along the same 
lines and to tap other energy sources including 
gas-based sources. Meghalaya has huge resources 
of coal which could also form the base for thermal 
power plants. In the 1980’s the Nangalbibra project 
was supposed t;> be a thermal power plant but was 
abandoned due to faulty planning then and poor con­
nectivity. Now the Garo Hills are better connected 
and thermal power plants would help augment the 
power requirements o f Meghalaya. Power fticls all 
industries big and small and the power disruption 
these past months has also caused undue losses to 
young and established entrepreneurs who have had 
to invest in diesel run generators and buy diesel on 
a daily basis. This is bound to impact negatively on 
their businesses. The Meghalaya Government can 
no longer rely on hydcl projects. It has to invest in 
alternative power sources and what better than gas 
and thermal based power.

A USS 10 billion 
economy gimmick

M eghalaya C M  C onrad 
Sangma is good at m arket­
ing. T hat is  a lrig h t i f  the 
m arketing p itch is backed 
by proper infrastructure (like 
regular supply o f  electricity). 
A pparently , he is learning 
from his bosses in  the NDA 
that the public is a mob who 
is easily sw ayed by  anything 
said by the pow ers that be. 
G oing by the current state o f  
infrastructure , the USS 10 
billion gross state domestic 
product (GSD P) is nothing 
but a gimmick. For example, 
how w ould the incom e in­
crease i f  the economy comes 
to a  standstill during the peak 
hours o f  business because o f  
load shedding? Plus, there 
is no need to  feel so Ameri­
canised about the figure as it 
simply m eans that the G SDP 
o f  M eghalaya will double to 
Rs. 81750 crorcs by 2028.

There arc many who are 
carried away by the 'U SS 10 
billion ' as i f  it is something 
grea t and  tha t M eghalaya  
w ill sudden ly  tu rn  in to  a 
developed economy. Wake 
up and sm ell the coffee. Re­
search in development stud­
ies has underlined a number 
o f  determ inants critical for 
G D P growth. To name a few. 
they include capital invest­
ment. human capital, infra­
structure. natural resources, 
health and education, growth 
friendly regulation, politics 
and governance, ctc. These 
are to  function  in  tandem  
for any  econom y to  grow  
and develop. I f  we look at 
the  develo p e d  econom ies 
o f  today, we w ill mostly see 
a synergy  o f  the  d e term i­
nants. The driving force o f  
their development has been 
an c ffic icn t a nd  e ffec tiv e  
hum an reso u rce  w hich  is 
em pow ered through proper 
health  and  education . T he 
education is contemporary to 
the tim es and supported with 
an infrastructural ecosystem 
which nurtures growth. The 
development regulations arc 
progressive on the back o f  a 
stable and visionary govern­
m ent. I f  the  d e term inan ts  
a re  in  p lacc  then  grow th  
would be automatic. Instead 
o f  focussing on the USS 10 
billion it would be better to 
start by assessing the ground 
rea lities. Stop the  v icious 
cycle o f  taking new loans to 
service the old ones. Invest 
the new  loans on building 
infrastructure like roads and 
bridges and not on vanities 
such as festivals . F or e x ­
am ple. i f  a  loan is used to 
build infrastnrcturc then the 
benefit would be long-term, 
but, i f  it is used  in fe s t i­
vals. etc the result would be 
over-heating o f  the economy 
(hyper-inflation).

The biggest lim itation to

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

M eghalaya's USS 10 billion 
econom y is  capital. W here 
w ill the money come from? 
It is no surprise  tha t CM 
C o n ra d  Sangm a has a p ­
proached and is planning to 
further approach the ccntrc 
for more centrally sponsored 
schem es. The g im m ick  is 
a t the m ercy o f  the central 
governm ent. While capital 
investment is the key. other 
a rcas o f  natural resources, 
e ducation  and governance  
a rc  equally important. Tour­
ism  (c o n tr ib .iting a round

Lastly, i f  governance in M e­
ghalaya  is to  go  as stated 
by  D ep u ty  C M  P re su m e  
Tynsong that schemes will be 
only for the ones w ho voted 
for the N PP then the gimmick 
is not only unsustainable but 
also fcudalistic.

O ne  o f  the  d r iv e r s  o f  
g ro w th  is  tran sp o rta tio n . 
I f  w c turn to  Rom an E m ­
pire . industria l revolution 
in UK (la te  IXth cen tury) 
and industrial revolution in 
U SA  (m id  19th c en tu ry ), 
transportation played a criti-

7%  to th e  G SD P) is  now  
seen as the driver o f  growth. 
As tourism in M eghalaya is 
nature-based, the manner in 
which the resources arc dc- 
stru tted  raises questions on 
how much and for how long 
it can continue to contribute 
towards growlh. T he natural 
resources arc not being used 
effectively and sustainably. 
For exam ple , the possible 
incom e from  a river/w ater 
fall can be much more than 
m ere entry and parking fees.

ca l ro le  in the  grow th  o f  
econom ies. T he ab ility  to  
transfer goods a t chcap rates 
was a key to progress in trade 
and commerce. In industrial 
revolution, the railways en­
sured supply o f  goods across 
the countries at economical 
rate s. T his s tim u la ted  en ­
trepreneurship. It improved 
standard o f  living and this 
culminated into growth. The 
d e v e lo p e d  e c o n o m ie s  o f  
today  arc prim arily  so  due 
to transportation. In Mcgha-

“A s tourism in Meghalaya is nature-based, 
the m anner in which the resources are de- 

s  true te d  raises questions on  how  m uch an d  fo r  
how  long it can  continue to contribute towards 

growth. The natural resources are not being 
used effectively a nd  sustainably."

T he result is under utilization 
o f  potential with extensive 
destruction o f environment. 
E d u c a tio n  i? c r i t ic a l  for 
growth as oncc the people arc 
educated the interface with 
the governm ent im proves. 
T h e  people  becom e m ore  
know ledgeable  and  aw are  
o f  the policies and schemes. 
For example, it is found that 
the educated lot in the vil­
lages feel more empowered 
to  visit the block offices for 
schem es. T his is required 
to  happen on  a larger scale.

laya. it is a resounding no 
to  railways. Is it sim ply due 
to  the conccm s over influx, 
o r is it a  case o f  some busi­
ness houses in Shillong not 
w anting railways as it would 
then hit their returns hard? 
It is difficult to imagine that 
the state government is not 
aware o f  this dynamics! On 
the other hand, coal mining 
(so called scientific) is on  the 
ve rge  o f  resum ption. T his 
is n o th ing  but hypocrisy . 
An intervention that would 
benefit the many (railways)

is not pushed a t all. whereas, 
coal m in ing  w hich w ould 
benefit a few and at the  cost 
o f  the environm ent and may­
b e  m ore lives is hurriedly 
pushed along to completion. 
It is apparent that MDA 2.0 
is only interested in achiev­
ing U SS 10 b illion  goal. 
How would it be achieved, 
w ould  it be ho lis tic , w hat 
w ould  its  im pacts  be , etc 
a re  no t sub jcct-m atters o f  
consideration.

There is inequality in Me­
ghalaya which has stemmed 
from inequity. W ith 40%  o f  
the population being below 
the poverty line, a strategy 
is needed on how this dou­
bling o f  G SD P would carry 
all in its fold. A s o f  today it 
can be  argued that it would 
include and  benefit on ly  a 
few. With b ig  business peo­
p le and politicians ow ning 
and controlling majority o f  
the capital/resources, plus a 
government which is bent on 
benefiting only those w ho are 
in their good books, schemes 
only for those w ho voted for 
them, ctc this USS 10 billion 
gimm ick might turn out as a 
disaster for the majority.

The w ay  forw ard is to  
conduct a proper base-line 
a ssessm en t to  understand  
the  dem ographics and so ­
cio-econom ic s ta tus o f  the 
people. This is to be  tagged 
with goals o f  sustaining and 
reclaiming the environm en­
tal resources. S tan  from the 
bottom-up. The top-down ap ­
proach o f  policy making does 
not work. M ake policies and 
schcm cs by interaction w ith 
all the grassroots stakehold­
ers. They arc the ones w ho 
can really give  correct and 
tang ib le  in p u ts  on  how  a 
policy might be shaped. Then 
w c m ay have a p rac tica l, 
workable and people friendly 
policy. Then only there would 
be equity whereby those who 
need more help will get more 
a ssis tance  and  vice  versa. 
Meghalaya development has 
to move from equal distribu­
tion o f  benefits to equitable 
d istribu tion . For exam ple , 
schem es w ith subsidy may 
be designed in such a  way 
that the really poor may be 
entitled to a greater share o f  
subsidy. Have more o f  an a f ­
firmative action in the entire 
proccss.

In the  e nd . the  talk so 
far  by th e  governm en t is 
only on econom ic grow th, 
b u t. grow th is not d e v e l­
o p m e n t. D ev e lo p m e n t is  
holis tic  encom passing  so ­
c ia l ,  c u l tu ra l ,  e m p o w e r ­
m e n t, e tc  a sp e c ts . M DA
2.0 is  silen t on th is front.

(T h e  w r i te r  /c a c h e s  al 
NEHU; Em ail • benjamin@ 
nehu.ac.in)

N eed to update 
our social 

norms
Editor.
The article "Value Edu­

c a tio n  a s  p ropounded  by 
R adhon Sing Berry K har- 
w anlang" by Bijoya Sawian 
that appeared in tlx* Shillong 
T im es on M ay 16 2023 is a 
timely reminder o f  the values 
and etiquette that arc cher­
ished by the Khasi tribe. The 
article is about th ; book Ki 
Jingsncng T ym m ;n. which 
is  w ritten in poctic form . 
M uch o f  this book, seem ­
ingly forchildrcn and youth, 
c on tains enduring w isdom  
and counsel.

But som e o f  it is w oeful­
ly  out o f  da te  and cringingly 
out o f  sync with social norms 
tha t a rc  now  u r iv c rsa lly  
acccpied. Two examples o f  
archaic m indsets that appear 
p rom inently in the book is 
the attitude to women and to 
persons w ith disability. Such 
prcjud iccs militaic against 
an equ itab le  and inclusive 
society.

Listen to this verse that 
is  harsh and cruel to persons 
w ith disabilities, "W hen you 
a re  pregnant, it is a law, not 
to  look at those who have a 
flaw, o r the unbon' child w ill 
surely be affec ted  The per­
sonality o f  the person will, 
o n  the baby, be reflected" 
(Verse 31 Part 11}. A ccord­
ing to the book, handicapped

persons must be excluded 
from religious rites and gov­
ernment.

Several passages are se­
verely m isogynistic. Verse 8 
o f  Part II says. "L isten chil­
dren. let me now relate, who 
to avoid, for one’s welfare, 
o ne 's  advantage... A woman 
w ho does not have a femi­
nine mien...W idows w ho no 
children have borne.. .Those 
unfo rtunate  ones w ho arc 
childlcss and barren, thcy 'rc 
also unfitting e 'en  i f  they’re 
v irg in s ."  T h is  p a rtic u la r  
passage condem ns certain  
w om en to  d isc r im in a tio n  
and victimization. How is it 
the ir fault if  they d on 't look 
w om an ly  o r  can n o t b e ar 
children? T he closing lines 
o f  this passage states a fur­
ther unjust punishm ent, that 
such women "m ust never be 
present in religious matters 
and administration".

V erse 42 sa y s, " D o n 't  
g iv e  a w om an  to o  m uch  
f re e d o m ...H e r  w o m a n ly  
grace w ill degeneratc...Shc 
w o n 't realise w hat is w rong, 
w hat is r ig h t...D o n 't  g ive 
her too much liberty, for she 
may lose her dignity." How 
com c such admonitions are 
no t a pp lied  to m en. Such 
thoughts a re  unacceptable 
and must not be passed on 
to  c h ild ren . B y  the  w ay, 
certain kinds o f  men arc also 
condem ned, including men 
without moustachcs!

S uch  p ro h ib itio n s  a rc  
hard to accept, and arc often 
passed on to the next genera­

tion. Surely, w e must engage 
w ith and change some o f  the 
traditional mindsets for the 
good ofou rsoc ic ty .

Yours etc., 
KL Lyngdoh.

Via email

Salt o f  the 
Earth

Editor.
Indian Railways arc the 

“ L ife line  o f  the  N ation .” 
It is fair to say that River 
Uniiani and its Dam arc the 
“ Life o f  M eghalaya.”  Dams 
p lay an  ex trem ely  im por­
tant role in flood contro l, 
pow er/w ater supply. Dam s 
generally w ere built to store 
and  provide w ater for me­
chanical pow er generation 
(e.g.. waterwhcels. industrial 
cooling, hydroelectric power 
generation, agricultural ir­
r iga tion , m un ic ipa l w ater 
supplies and impoundment- 
based recreation like boat­
ing and fishing). However, 
they a lso  pose  s ign ifican t 
threa ts to the dow nstream  
areas and dam ages include 
th e  rep la ce m e n t c o s ts  o f  
residential, commercial, and 
industrial property as well as 
infrastructure such as road, 
b ridges , and  u tility  lines. 
They also pose a huge threat 
to the economy. Despite the 
increasing  safety o f  dam s 
resulting from the improved 
engineering knowledge and 
better construction quality, 
a full non-risk guarantee is

not possible, and accidents 
may occur owing to natural 
hazard  o r human actions. 
Even y o u n g ;r  o r  m odern 
dam s can lead to  disaster. 
Recovery cos.s will be huge, 
considering  he  im pact on 
housing, infrastructure, utili­
tie s . health , env ironm en t, 
and cultural heritage. Les­
sons should be learned from 
previous dam failu res and 
their aftermath.

A geing dams have vari­
ous s tructura l and  hydro- 
log ical dcflc icncics: the ir 
strengths do not remain the 
sam e o r strong enough, es­
p e c ia lly . wlicn an e a r th ­
quake o f  high m agnitude  
occurs. Loss o f lives cannot 
be com pensated. It is  also 
not right to make a blanket 
sta tem ent saying all dam s 
have outlived their purpose. 
Assessments should be made 
by reviewing Jams that have 
reached 50-60 years o f  age. 
Therefore, tlx* Dam Safety 
Act 2021 is a welcome step 
in this direction. It is also fair 
to say that "soil and water arc 
the lifc o fth e ca n h ."  and we 
humans arc. "the salt o f  the 
earth.'*

Yours etc..
D  Pakyntcin, 

Shillong-4

O f prejudiced
views

Editor.
I have fcr long been a 

reader o f  The Shillong Times

and  m y in te rest has been 
the le tte rs published there 
because they reflect the di­
verse views o fa  cross section 
o f  the  Sh illong  populace . 
One person w ho expresses 
his view s regularly is Salil 
G cw ali. F or a w h ile  now 
1 have no ticed  his rightist 
lean ings bu t this cam e to 
the fore when he penned the 
letter praising the film The 
K erala S tory  d irec te d  by 
Sudipto Sen and produced 
by Vipul A mrotlal Shah. He 
even w arned people that they 
might get wooed by som e 
M uslim s in w hat is  callcd 
the “ Love Jihad." The bluff 
o f  the director and producer 
has been callcd out by people 
who asked them where they 
go t th e  da ta  from  on the 
number o f  young girls lured 
into the love jihad  trap. The 
director and producer gave 
w ishy  w ashy  a nsw ers . In 
the film they claim that over 
3000 girls have fallen into 
th e  trap  o f  M u slim  m en 
w ho forcibly marry them to 
pollute the Hindu bloodline. 
T hose  w ho know  say that 
there  a re  ju s t about th ree  
g irls w ho m ight have been 
lu red  in to  the  love  jih a d  
angle. The director and pro­
ducer and now  mum and re­
fuse to answer queries. This 
film tries to mim ic the Vivck 
Agnihotri blockbuster "The 
Kashmir Files” but did not 
succccd bccausc  everyone 
has seen through the ruse.

O n M ay  17. G cw a li 
wrote another letter w hose

caption  "C ongress victory 
should ensure  a be tter to ­
morrow." At first g lance one 
thought that G cwali was ac­
tually lauding the Congress 
for their resounding victory 
in Karnataka. But that was 
not to be. I am not sure what 
sources G cwali used but he 
says that after the C ongress 
won the elections there were 
shouts o f  Pakistan Zindabad. 
H ow  d o e s  G cw a li know  
that these shouts w ere not 
o rch e s tra te d  by  r iv a ls  o f  
the  C o n g re ss  w h o  found 
the bitter pill o f  losing the 
Karnataka polls too  hard to 
swallow.

O ne does not expect such 
prejudiced views which are 
steeped in right wing ideol­
o g y  fro m  so m e o n e  w ho 
claim s to be an intellectual 
and whose book is ostensibly 
prescribed in som e foreign 
university  and  w ho above 
all iden tifies h im self  a s  a 
m ember o f  an International 
H um an R igh ts  O rg a n isa ­
tion. How does anyone who 
claim s to be a  human rights 
activist be  so ideologically 
wedded to  the BJP ideology? 
I needed to  call out this hy­
pocrisy hence this letter.

Yours etc., 
Eugenia Kharkongor, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not (hat of 
The Shillong Times

Karnataka: A 
thumping victory 

and some concerns
By A jit Ranade

It is  a record broken after 
th irty -four years. Both in 
term s o f  num bers o f  seats 
and vote share, the Congress 
Party 's victory in the elec­
tions to the State A ssembly 
o f  Karnataka is the highest 
it has been in the past thirty- 
four years. It is a  decisive 
and sweeping mandate, w ith 
a record voter turnout o f  72 
percent. There w ill be end­
less analyses o f  the factors 
and players w ho contributed 
to  th is thum ping victory. 
W as it a severe case o f  anti- 
incumbciicy? K arnataka has 
never returned an incumbent 
back to power sincc 1985. 
W'as it because o f  disgust 
against the corruption cap­
tu red  by th e  ph rase . "40 
percent commission"? W'as 
it because o f  an excessive 
fo cu s on issues touching  
re lig ious fau lt lines?  W'as 
it v o te r fatigue w ith  hale 
spccch? These are all nega­
tive motivator factors.

W'hat ibout the positive 
m otivators that led to  this 
v ic to ry?  W as it the five- 
gua ran tees th a t th e  C o n ­
gress manifesto m entioned? 
T hese were about free pow ­
e r, g u a ran teed  m in im um  
income, free food and free 
bus passes, and unemploy­
m ent insurance . Som e o f  
these  prom ises sound like 
freebies and some like social 
protcctioa.

The latter is needed, and 
the former is troublesome. 
In the enc, this debate about 
causative factors will never 
be  conclusive. All factors 
su re ly  m a tte re d  to  som e 
e x ten t. And the v o te rs  a s 
a lw ays are influenced more 
by  e m o tiv e  fa c to r s  than  
rational. <conomic o r objec­
tive factors. T his is a feature 
o f  all political elections in 
India.

But there is one aspect o f  
the outcome w hich should 
worry us all. It is about the 
rise o f  crim inal e lem ents. 
I f  anything, it calls for an 
u rg en t need fo r re fo rm s  
which can cleanse the  e lec­
toral process. The share o f  
w in n in g  c a n d id a te s  w ho 
have pending crim inal cases 
has jum ped sharp ly  from  
35 percen t in 2018 to 55 
p e rcen t. T he ris ing  share  
c u ts across political parties. 
O f  these 55 percent newly 
e lc c te d  le g is la to rs , even 
i f  one  lo:>ks a t those with 
only serious crim inal cases, 
the trend is alarming. That 
share o f  winning candidates 
has gone up from 24 to  32 
percent. The serious cases 
are those related to  murder, 
assault, kidnap and rape or 
econom ic offences. T hese  
a rc  non-bailable o ffenccs, 
w hich atiract a m axim um  
punishm ent o f  5 years o r 
m ore.

T he law is c lear about the 
definitionof what constitutes 
a “crim c". Thc.-ic a rc  not 
merely the filing o f  a com ­
plaint. ora  First Information 
Report (FIR) with the police. 
T he criminal cases are the 
o u tc o m e  o f  a c o m peten t 
magistrate applying h is o r 
her judicial m ind, and then 
framing charges. O f  course, 
a  person is  innoccnt until 
proven guilty. O nly convict­
ed pcrsors a rc  barred from 
con testing  e lec tions. A nd 
that too if the conviction is 
not under appeal in a higher 
court. Pending cases can go 
on for yc;rs and years in the 
appeal proccss.

H cncc the electoral law 
a s it s tands has fa iled  to 
keep criminal elements out 
o f  ou r State legislatures and 
parliament. Prime M inister 
M odi in his maiden speech 
in the Rajya Sabha in June
2014 had exp ressed  great 
anguish about this issue. He 
had said that cleansing the 
polity o f  crim inal elem ents 
would be a top  priority and 
asked thccourts to fast track 
these part cular cases. But no 
new law la s  been passed for 
disqualification. The issue 
o f  disqualifying candidates

with crim inal backgrounds 
has bccndiscusscd for more 
than three dccadcs. The 170 
th report o f  the fifteenth law 
com m ission  under Justicc  
Jccvan Reddy in 1999 had 
subm itted  reform s to d is ­
qualify candidates.

T he 244 th report o f  the 
tw entieth law com m ission 
under Justice A P Shah had 
very detailed proposals for 
disqualifying crim inal can­
d id a te s . T h is  repo rt w as 
submitted in  February 2014. 
Much earlier, a com m ittee 
led by Home Secretary N. N. 
Vohra had submitted a report 
on the  c rim in alisa tio n  o f  
polities in October 1993. It is 
thus c lear that at least since 
the early 1990*s the issue o f  
a crim inal taint to  politics 
has been o f  great concern to 
everyone. And yet the share 
o f  those with crim inal back­
grounds keeps rising.

T h is  is a phenom enon 
seen in Parliament as w ell as 
the State legislatures. There 
is  no use say ing  tha t the 
people keep electing those 
with crim inal backgrounds, 
so  w hat can w e do. L ast 
m on th  a g a n g s te r  tu rned  
po litician  a nd  h is  b ro ther 
w ere shot dead by vigilantes 
while in  police custody, and 
before  te lev ision  cam cras 
that recorded the killings. 
That w as w rong. E x trajud i­
cial killings and vigilantism 
need to  b e  condemned. But 
it is a lso  a m atter o f  con­
cern that the person w as a 
member o f  parliament oncc 
and had been clcctcd to  the 
UP assem bly a total o f  five 
times.

T he problem  o f  c leans­
ing  p o litic s  has  a  supply  
s ide  a n d  a dem and  side. 
T helattcr aspect means that 
voters need to choose clean 
c a n d id a te s . D em and for
ta in ted  p o litic ian s should
d e c re a se . V o te rs  shou ld  
firmly reject anyone w ith a 
crim inal background. How­
ever, there is also a supply 
problem. Voters often don 't 
have any "clean" choices on 
the ballot list. W hat ifall the
candidates contesting from 
a constituency are  tainted? 
Here com es the  supply side 
solution. Wc need to  put a 
bar on crim inal candidates 
from contesting  e lections. 
The right to  contest is not 
a fundamental right a s per 
the constitution. And if  the 
concern  is  tha t the  cases  
against them are  false eases, 
th e n  th e ir  nam es shou ld  
b e  c lca re d  by the  courts . 
Politicians com plain about 
the  p o lit ic s  o f  v e n d e tta , 
w here  ru ling  p a rties  slap 
false cases against opposi­
tion members.

The Justice Shah commit­
tee has specified safeguards 
against such a possibility in 
their reform  recom m enda­
tions o f  2014. It is time that 
voters must insist that the 
mere disclosure o f  criminal 
case s  is  no t eno u g h . Wc 
need to  move from disc lo­
sure to disqualification. The 
disc losure  (via sclf-sw om  
affidavits) law cam e in 2003. 
M ore  than  tw e n ty  y e a rs  
have passed but the share o f  
crim inal e lem ents is  rising 
relentlessly . It is tim e w e 
passed a  strict law, a s  per 
the recommendation o f  the 
Law  C om m ission’s  report 
o f  2014, to debar crim inal 
candidates from contesting.

There arc o ther electoral 
reform s needed too. relating 
to transparency in political 
financing, in engendering  
inner party dem ocracy and 
also subjecting political par­
ties to  the Right to Informa­
tion law. But surely the most 
urgent need is to bar. a t least 
those with serious criminal 
eases a g ain st them , from  
getting a ticket. Surely a na­
tion o f  1.3 billion can find a 
few thousand clean and non­
crim inal legislators.

(Dr. A jit  R a n a d e  is  a 
n o te d  econom ist)  (S yn d i­
c a te : The  B ill io n  P ress)  
(em a il:ed ito r@ theb illion -  
press.org}
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“ Depression begins with disappointment. 
When disappointm ent/esters in our soul, 

it leads lo discouragement
—  Joyce Meyer

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
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C ornering o f  Imran
PAKISTAN appears to  be at the edge o f  a 
precipice. The political and military brass arc 
targeting fonner Prime M inister Imran Khan 
who has been out o f  office sincc April last year. 
He’s fearing not ju st his arrest but also liquida­
tion as had often happened to former rulers there 
at the hands of the military o r other stakehold­
ers. The police having surrounded his home 
in Lahore, Khan spoke o f  the emergence o f  a 
situation sim.lar to the East Pakistan upheaval o f 
the 1970s leading up to the division o f  Pakistan 
and creation o f  Bangladesh. Almost the entire 
leadership o f his Tchreck-c-Insaf party has been 
put under arrest as also thousands o f  his activists 
after last week’s  protests followed by Khan’s 
dramatic arrest in a  corruption case -- and his 
subsequent release by the Supreme Court. Khan 
fears his party itse lf might be banned on the 
grounds o f  violence against the army, at the 
precise time when his popularity graph is at a 
high. W hile the establishm ent’s stated aim  is 
to fix men who had attacked the army in street 
violence last week, it would appear that this is 
part o f  a larger conspiracy.

The streei violence in Pakistan happened 
alongside the ongoing m assive rebellions in 
B aloch istan  and K hyber P akh tunkhw a by 
separatist groups set against the Pakistani es­
tablishment. The Sindh and Punjab province, 
the base o f  Pakistan's traditional ruling/political 
class, is the only region where the situation had 
remained under control. Prime Minister Mian 
Shahbaz Sharif and the Nawaz Sharif family 
are at the receiving end o f  the people’s anger 
over the worsening econom ic situation and 
resultant woes in their lives. An IMF bailout is 
the only hope for the nation embedded in a deep 
economic crisis. Amid all these crises. Pakistani 
elections might not occur in the near future also 
as Khan’s popularity was at 61 per cent against 
Nawaz S h arifs  and foreign minister Bilawal 
Bhutto S ard jri’s 36 per cent.

Corruption in the Pakistani army is legion 
over the past many years. It is no secret that 
the loot by the Pakistani generals as also top 
politicians arc parked in tax havens abroad and 
in investment in the UAE. The Surgical Strike 
and the l-cbruary 2019 Balakot bom bing by 
the Indian military -  in retaliation to the terror 
activities by Pakistani agents and the Pulwama 
attack on CRPF convoy in Kashmir -  shamed 
the Pakistani A rm y’s lop brass. To rebuild their 
stature, the generals there arc now playing the 
Islamic card and seeking to take on Imran Khan 
by stressing that any attack on the military is 
tantamount to an attack on the Islamic traditions 
o f  the country.

.VIDA Govt, 
don’t take 

the public for 
granted

lUlitor.
The defeat o f  the NPP 

candidate in thercccnt elec­
tion in Sohiong constituency 
is unprecedented because it 
not often than the candidate 
o f  the ruling party in a ma­
jority  loses in a deferred or 
by-election. T ie  NPP has 
used all its might and tricks- 
com cdy. intimidation, etc. 
but failed. The message is 
clear. NPP combined with 
poor quality o f  its candidates 
docs not enjoy th; confidence 
o f  the m ajority o f  people, 
certainty not in Khasi Hills. 
Their leaders have displayed 
over-contidcncc and used the 
tone o f  intimidation during 
their e lection campaign in 
the entire constituency and 
people taught them a befit­
ting lesson. Public wisdom 
cannot be taken for granted 
and when public decides, all 
calculations o f  he political 
parties will fail. It is indeed 
a warning sign for MDA-2 
government led by NPP not 
to take the public for a ride. 
A ease in point is also the 
inordinate delay in the d is­
cussion on roster system and 
the review o f  th; State Res­
ervation Policy as demanded 
by Voicc o f  the People Party 
(VPP) and others. Although

Something dreadfully 
wrong with our lives

the Cabinet has discussed 
the Roster System  on  the 
May 17 and will be discuss­
ing it again in the All-Party 
Meeting slated for the May 
19, the crisis is far from over. 
The movement against the 
retrospective im plem enta­
tion o f  the Roster System and 
for the review o f  the State 
Reservation Policy o f  1972, 
led by VPP is gaining m o­
mentum. I do hope that the 
government will take timely 
and appropriate decision and 
not wait for the movement to 
take on epic proportions and 
blow into a full scale public 
anger, pailicularly in Khasi 
and Jaintia H illsand Ri-Bhoi 
areas as it is go ing  to  be 
detrimental to the peace and 
tranquility in the State.

T he R o ste r S y s tem  is 
not rocket science and can 
be made comprehensible in 
tabular form. Starting from 
May 26. 2022. the day the 
Roster System was notified 
in the Gazette o f  Meghalaya, 
a brand new- and fresh model 
roster o f  100/200’500/etc. 
p o in ts  (each  po in t repre­
senting a post) showing the 
po in ts to  b e  reserved  for 
d ifferen t ca tegories to  be  
appointed by direct recruit- 
mcnt to posts and services 
in  the State o f  M eghalaya 
for all future posts and not 
retrospectively. Point I (1st 
vacant post) can start with 
the reserved o r unreserv ed 
category followed by point
2 (2nd vauint jnrsl) .mil mj

on based on the Reservation

There has to be  something 
se riously  w rong  with ou r 
lives when students attending 
post graduate classcs remain 
completely silent and have 
not a  single question to ask 
after a presentation and one 
that is p rovocative . T his 
culture o f  silence however is 
part o f  the social norm o f  the 
Khasis. The reason? Right 
from  the  tim e w hen kids 
are growing up they are told 
never to ask too many ques­
tions; not to question ciders 
and to take everything they 
say as nuggets o f  wisdom. 
Fam ily c o nversa tions arc 
stilted and rare. No wonder 
when wc do question gov­
ernments and institutions wc 
do so as a crowd. Individual 
questioning is hardly ever 
seen because wc are ever so 
afraid o f  making public our 
personal opinions.

It is m y experience that 
i f  one  m akes a p rese n ta ­
tion anywhere e lse outside 
M eghalaya one  w ould  be 
bom barded with questions 
galore. Some students would 
even challenge the presenter 
but not here in our State. It 
makes one wonder whether 
it is even worth preparing for 
a presentation whicli students 
arc obviously not interested 
in. O r docs the problem lie 
som ew here  e lse?  O n tw o 
occasions I have noticed stu ­
dents leaning on their friends 
and s leep ing  th rough  the 
presentation right from the 
start. If  the students were to 
drift o f f  to sleep midway one 
could do a course correction 
and jerk them up with some 
dopamine-inducing joke  or 
a very provocative question 
but that's not the ease. These 
students were already sleepy 
and the best they could have 
done is  to  leave  th e  s e s ­
sion and go home to sleep. 
Period.

But why are students list­
less and drowsy in the m orn­
ing? H ave tcachcrs asked 
them selves th is  question?  
The reality is that wc arc at 
a very difficult juncture in 
our social hlstoiy today. As 
tribes wc w ish to  cling on 
to the past lest wc lose our 
identity yet modernity draws 
us to  its lap and cajoles us 
like nothing e lse docs. Wc 
arc w ooed by gadgets and 
that single gadget that fits in 
our palm has bccomc the be 
all and end all o f  our lives. 
There is no time for serious 
o r even playful conversation 
at home. We arc hooked to 
the smartphone that has re­
duced us to unsmart junkies. 
Young people across ages 
and som e adults p refer to 
spend tim e with their smart­
phones rather than engage 
with real humans, unless the 
real human is a  lover. The 
smartphone is perhaps a non-

Policy under im plem enta­
tion. Similarly, it can be done 
for promotions. I wish and 
pray that our elected repre­
sentatives are well-prepared 
so that no one can lake them 
fo ra  ride.

W h ile  th e  d e m an d  o f  
VPP and others to stop all 
appointm ents pending the 
c o rrec tio n  in  the  da te  o f  
implementation o f  the new 
Roster System is justified, it 
is equally important that any 
loss o f  posts under Khasi - 
Jaintia quota owing to  faulty 
implementation o f  the Ros­
ter System  retrospectively 
's ta rtin g  M ay 10 (D ate o f  
Office M emorandum) or 26 
(Date o f  notification in  the 
Gazette o f  Meghalaya) 2022 
till date’ have to be propor­
tionately compensated in all 
future recruitm ents as per 
the roster to be made pro- 
spcctivcly.

Dear clcctcd reprcscnta- 
tiv c s. p a rticu la rly  o f  the 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills and 
R i-B hoi areas, the future 
o f  majority o f  the youths of 
Meghalaya is in your hands. 
Beware, this is not 1972 and 
wc arc watching!

Yours ctc.
Prof. Lakhon Kma 

Shillong-4

On using the 
clan nam e

F.ditor.
It is disheartening to be in

By Patricia M ttkhim

threatening space where the 
youth prefcr to hide behind. 
So friendly are they with the 
gadget tha t they c lin g  on 
to it far into the night and 
are hooked to it even past 
midnight and into the wee 
hours. By the lime they sleep 
it is well past the time when 
the body clock ticks to tell us 
we should sign o ff  and shut 
our eyes and minds so that 
we recover o ir  energies. But 
who listens?

Com c morning, the youth 
either have to  attend school, 
c o lleg e  o r  un iversity . At
7 am they are ju st unable 
to d rag  them selves ou t o f  
bed even while exasperated 
parents yell at them to get

serious presentation on an 
issue, even one that directly 
affccts their lives. Several 
studies hav e o f  course been 
conductcd on the impact o f  
sm artphone  a d d ic tio n  on 
young people.

BMC Psychiatry, an open 
acccss peer reviewed journal 
which analysed 41 studies 
involving 42.000young peo­
ple in an investigation into 
"p rob lem atic  sm artphone 
usage,” found that 23%  had 
behaviour that was consistent 
with addiction. This included 
anxiety over not being able to 
use smartphones: not being 
able  to  m oderate the tim e 
spent and using the mobile 
phone to the point w hen it

“ Young people across ages and some adults prefer 
to spend time with their smartphones rather than 
engage with real humans, unless the real human 

is a lover. The smartphone is perhaps a non 
-threatening space where the youth prefer to hide 
behind. So friendly ate they with the gadget that 

they cling on to it fa r  into the night and are hooked 
to it even past midnight and into the wee hours. ”

ready and  get out to their 
school/col lege/university on 
time. Those who arc already 
working drag hemsclvcs out 
somehow only to  reach their 
placc o f  work after 10 am. 
But the mind is far from be­
ing able to  absorb anything. 
It is yearning for sleep. All 
the teaching g,ocs over their 
heads. N othing reg is te rs . 
Marks drop; performance is 
mediocre and at the end o f  
term they m ist their goals by 
a huge gap. This is what life 
has become for many young 
people.

I low-do wc deal with this 
crisis? Is there any institu­
tion that can detox the mind 
from  the newest drug- the 
sm artphone?  Its poin tless 
to expect parents to  do it. 
Many families arc disrupted 
bccausc children arc sulking 
at their parents for not letting 
them use the sm artphone. 
With college and university 
students th c r;’s very little  
that parents cm  do because 
the cxcusc is that there 's a 
lot o f  referencing to  be done 
from online sources. When 
parents arc noi very educated 
they have litilc e lse  to do 
but trust their children even 
when w hat's happening in 
the study roon  has nothing 
to do with education but is 
soft pom that the youth con­
sumes. Very soon it becomes 
an addiction.

No wonder tcachcrs sense 
a com p lete  lack o f  in te r­
est among slvdcnts for any

this current s tuation o f  des­
potism (jem m gicw ) w hen 
the peo p le  >vho c la im  to 
be the "redeem ers o f  the 
ja it  bynricw '’ a rc  abusing 
and pushing the very same 
jait bynricw io the brink o f  
chaos. H uman these days 
give utmost value to  vintage 
stuff while flushing down the 
drain the traditional values 
which forms our collective 
identity as a  ‘race".

"The Hynfticw Trep Peo­
ple" a re  a privileged race 
that still th ri.es in spite o f  
the challenges that it had 
to endure from w ithout and 
from within. O ur matrilin- 
cal trad ition  is an inhe r­
ent part o f  our cx is tcncc  
and a Khasi is considered 
a Khasi becausc he/she ad­
heres by the matrilincal sys­
tem; o r wc may simply say 
K H AS1-M ATR ILIN EA L; 
else wc will not be different 
from the other tribals in the 
North East etc.. who follow 
the Patrilineal/P atriarchal 
System.

W hen o n ;  steers  aw ay 
from the above it only sig ­
nifies one 's disrespect and 
disregard fot h is own clan 
and traditioa It further in­
dicates the wilful desire o f  
such a person to jum p out o f  
the ambit o f  the matrilincal 
tradition on the pretext o f  
free choice or modernity or 
discarding tradition for reli­
gious reasons which is un­
acceptable. There arc those
n liti sliun liaditiuns bixausc
o f  religion and this is a mat-

had begun to  negatively af- 
fcct other activities.

T he m obile  phone has 
brought about a planetary re­
wiring o f  human interaction. 
In fact, smartphone use has 
transform ed peer rela tion­
ships, fam ily relationships 
and the tone, tenor and tcx- 
tureofdaily  life for everyone 
including those that d o n 't 
own a phone o r have social 
media accounts. H owever, 
research will reveal that the 
num ber o f  people w ithout 
sm artphones is on the d e ­
cline. M ost people even in 
d is tan t v illag e s consum e 
news over smartphones and 
they did that overwhelmingly 
during the pandemic induccd 
lockdown.

A rare student w ho still 
b e lie v e s  in  c h a ttin g  and 
laughing  o v e r  jo k e s  with 
friends says that it is now 
very hard to strike up a casual 
conversation in the cafeteria 
o r a fte r  c lass because  ev ­
eryone is staring  dow n at 
a phone. M ost o thers say 
that it has becom e harder 
to confide in friends and try 
to have deep conversations 
with them bccausc they arc 
d is tra c te d  by  every  p ing, 
every vibration that a lerts 
them to a no tification  on 
the ir  phones. In the  book 
"Reclaiming Conversation." 
ShctTy Turkic writes, "life 
w ith smartphones means “ wc 
arc forever elsewhere." And 
that really is the crux- wc arc 
never in the moment.

ter o f  concern.
A racc is iden tified  by 

the food hab it, the a ttire , 
the language, the cu ltu re, 
the unique system  o f  k in­
sh ip  and  the geographical 
location ctc. Devoid o f  these 
characteristics a person mor­
ally  d isqua lif ie s  h im self ' 
herself o f  his/her ethnicity. 
We must not deviate from 
o u r  roo ts; a s th e  fam ous 
saying goes 'T hink globally 
act locally".

Fortunately now w c have 
an act o f  law that bars any 
action that overturns these 
traditions. Ccrtain individu­
als inourjaitbynriew  behave 
as d iv ine  m essengers and 
feebly ju stify  such acts as 
tlxnigh they were inspired by 
the divine and their ancestors 
(u T haw lang&  ka iavvbei).

It is doubtful i f  those in­
dividuals w ere permitted by 
the concerned Dorbar Kur to 
impose their clan's name on 
their offsprings. I f  consent 
w ere given by any member 
o f  the Kur it might have been 
done individually and not by 
the agreement o f  the Dorbar 
Kur(s).

N o K hasi m an has the 
mandate nor the moral right 
to impose the elan's name on 
their offsprings, The clan's 
nam e be long  to  the c lan  
and it is not transferable to 
anyone outside o f  the clan 
at any cost.

Wc must salute the cham­
pions the Lineage Act 1997.
Hud 11 icy mil b tvn fai-sight­
ed by now  wc would have

T h e  de ep  connec t and  
se n se  o f  c o m m u n ity  has 
dw in d le d  in  c o llcg c  and  
university campuses. A Uni­
versity teacher says that often 
when he would arrive a little 
early for a lecture, he would 
find students sitting in  the 
c lassroom  in com plete si- 
Icncc, each absorbed in their 
smartphones. Such students 
apparently arc afraid to speak 
and be heard by their peers. 
As a  result, the students are 
further iso la ted  and the ir  
self-identity and confidence 
suffers. Needless to say most 
young people and adults as 
well are glued to their social 
media accounts. And o f  all 
the social media platforms, 
Instagram is the most popular 
becausc the young show off 
their dresses, their figures, 
the  p laces they v isit; the 
celebrities they meet and the 
eating places they frequent.

S tud ies  by social p sy ­
cho lo g ist Jona than  Haidt 
have found that as Instagram 
grew in popularity over the 
dccadcs, it had particularly 
strong cffcc t on g irls  and 
young women, inviting them 
to "compare and despair" as 
they scrolled through posts 
from friends and  strangers 
show ing faces, bodies and 
lives that had been edited 
and  rc-cd itcd  un til m any 
were closer to perfection than 
to reality. But as o f  now no 
one can wean the youth away 
from Instagram. It happens to 
be the most popular medium 
for those not interested in 
politics and political grand- 
standing. All o f  that is for 
the Twittcrati crow d which 
is also a bit o f  a highbrow 
c row d m ore  intellectually  
inclined. Very few if  any col­
lege and university students 
have a Twitter account.

That smartphones impact 
moods and arc  responsible 
fo r m ood d isorde rs, em o­
tional fluctuation, poor fam­
ily relationships is a reality 
today. M ost young people 
d o n 't  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith 
lheir families today. And yet
there really seems to be no 
cure to this addiction. W hat's 
dangerous is that this will 
affcct the ability to think on 
one 's feet; the quick thinking 
needed for problem solving 
becausc the brain has become 
lethargic. Wc need  sharp, 
intelligent young people with 
the reasoning skills to un­
bundle problems but i f  they 
don 't get enough sleep their 
brains refuse to perform to 
its optimum. W hat happens 
then? W hat sort o f  future 
arc we looking at? I t's  im ­
perative for educationists and 
health scientists to  do a deep 
dive  on this issue bccausc 
wc can only ignore it at our 
own peril.

been trampled upon by the 
em p ty  vesse ls  tha t m ake 
much noisc.c

L ately  w c rare ly  hear 
o f  the relig ious p rac tices 
o f  in te rring  the bones o f  
the deceased at designated 
"M aw sh y ic n g (s )” o f  the  
specific clans which is now 
followed only by a few from 
the indigenous faiths. Had 
these happened in the past 
the mortal remains (bones) 
o f  the ones who violate any 
o f  the  above m ight even 
be denied a p lacc a t such 
Mawshyicng(s).

I e a rn es t ly  urge upon 
the "K ur(s)" o f  the Bri u 
Hynflicw T rep not to  con­
d o n e  such  ac ts  tha t w ill 
adulterate the entire ethos o f  
our Matrilincal System.

On the side lines, I fur­
ther urge upon the Kur(s) to 
shoulder upon them selves 
the responsibility to  correct 
the wrongs done in the past 
w ith regards to  the proper 
spelling o f  their Clan names 
and  o th e r  s im ila r  th ings 
for such fancy endeavours 
m igh t m is lead  the future  
generation.

Yours etc..
D. Pyngropc, 

Shillong -6
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Dejected, yet 
Northeast Bengalis 
confide in pluralism

By Sabyasachi Roy
Hope, ris-a-vis. fear o f  

exclusion rncompasses the 
life o f  the Bcngalisof North­
east India. In the seemingly 
p resen t p red icam ent, the 
only source o f  strength is 
the ir  g lo rious p a s t. A nd, 
definitely, February 21 and 
M ay 19 j.rc b rig h t s ta rs  
in the  sky o f  tha t glory. 
A lm ost every B engali in 
the w orld rem em bers and 
observes the International 
M other Language Day on 
21 February and expressly 
boosts their love for mother 
tongue, their Bcngalincss.
19 May is ; nother Language 
M artyrs' Day which is ob ­
served in Barak Valley and 
in many places with Bengali 
predominance. It has been 
the beacon o f  light on the 
w ay to  defend the  hard- 
earned linguistic rights o f  
the people o f  Barak Valley. 
Rem em bering the ir  da ily  
identity  erisis. they pause 
for a moment on this day. 
look hack and, anticipating 
the hard days ahead, sing out 
loud, "modcr gorob modcr 
asha, a-mori bangla bhasha." 
Considering the vermilion 
cloud o f  marginalisation and 
rejection, this 19 May has 
posed to be the only lifeline 
o f  the  Valley. U ndoubt­
edly. similar cloud o f  doubt 
presently has enveloped the 
Bengalis in different parts o f  
the country today. Undoubt­
edly. the social existence  
o f  the Bengalis is  shrink­
ing due to the expansionist 
behaviour o f  the dominant 
cthno-lingoistic groups.

Around 28.5 crorc Ben­
galis a re  ^ re a d  across the 
world. O f  this, 15 crorcs are

10 crorcs ia India, around 8 
crorcs are in West Bengal. 
1.5 crorcs in the Northeast. 
O f  1.5 crorcs in  the North­
east. 90 laths arc in Assam. 
And. all these Bengalis have 
always believed in liberalism 
and pluralism. But. today 
Bengalis ir different regions 
a re  v ic tim s o f  lingu istic  
imperialism and arc trapped 
in a multi-dimensional con­
striction in the proccss o f  
multiple aggressions on their 
mother tongue. To review  
the status o f Bengali from a 
larger franc-of-refcrcncc. it 
would bccomc imperative to 
say that Bengalis have never 
been pro-active in keepinu 
their absolute ethnicity and 
the circle o f linguistic unity 
intact. The Bengali is the 
second  largest lingu istic  
group in lie  country since 
independence, but it is only 
one o f  the twenty-two offi­
cial languages o f  the country 
as per the i-ighth Schedule. 
In the  past 75 years , the 
demand for recognition o f  
Bengali as the sccond main 
national language has not 
been heard! W hether it is 
due  to  c i 'c u n is ta n c c s  o r 
lack o f  foresight in building 
and prcscp ing a nationwide 
Bengali iccntity might be 
a m atter o f argum ent. But 
bccausc o f  this rcluctanccor 
limitation, the Bengalis to­
day arc victims o f  ncglect in 
the country. And. o f  course, 
there is internal religious 
divide. The situation arising 
out o f  these is constantly  
slamming back at the Benga­
lis. O ne o fthe  causcs o f  this 
is that the Bengalis have not 
grasped it. .>r have neglected 
to grasp it and as such have 
pushed thcusclvcs into such 
a  scathing situation.

This picture is common 
th roughou t the  c o u n try , 
but is distinctly visible in 
N ortheast India, which is 
the third home o f  the Ben­
ga lis. A lthough B engalis 
a rc  a minority in the rest 
o f  the Northeastern sta tes 
cxccpt in Tripura, they arc 
contributing imm ensely to 
the economy o f  these states 
since independence, o rcvcn  
before that. Unfortunately, in 
these states now their roots 
a rc  shaky, rather they arc 
tagged w iti pejorativcs like 
'Foreigner*, ( ihuspc tia ’ o r 
even 'term  tc '. Here they arc 
m arginalis'd  and the main 
reason for this contracting 
social identity is. o f  course, 
their lingustic identity. Ex­
cluding Tnpura and Assam, 
the Bengali population in the 
remaining live states is less 
than 10 percent (65 percent 
in Tripura. 29 pcrccnt in A s­
sam). And. in those states, 
there is little opportunity for 
cultivatingBcngali language 
and culture. In Assam too. 
the socio-cconomic and po­
litical position o f  Bengali* is
not very blight. A malgama­

tion ofSylhct with the newly 
fo rm ed  A ssam  Prov ince  
( 1874)aftcr being carved out 
o f  the Bengal Presidency, 
fo llow ed  by P a r titio n  o f  
Sylhct (1947). cnactmcnt o f  
the State Official Language 
Act (1960). language move­
ment in the Barak Valley 
followed by amendment o f  
that O fficial Language Act 
(1961), NRC update proccss 
(2015-2019). the anti-CAA 
movement and the demand 
for implementation o f  A r­
ticle 6 o f  the Assam Accord 
( 2020) —  this multidimen­
sional scenario  facilitated 
the deviation from the crux 
o f  stability o f  (Ik  Bengalis 
in  Assam.

But it should not have 
been like that. Since inde­
pendence Assam was con­
side red  as a m ultilingual 
sta te  w hich has been em ­
ph a tica lly  o p ined  by the 
State Reorganization Com ­
mission in 1956. Regardless 
o f  the reg ion 's  geography 
or social fabric, the region's 
m ap has been repeated ly  
scra tched  and inked over 
the  coursc  o f  tim e. W hat 
had been the Surma Valley 
D iv ision  du ring  the Brit­
ish period, bccamc Cachar 
district after the partition o f  
Sylhct. Later the region was 
divided into three districts 
and  go t its  ow n iden tity  
a s  Barak Valley. It w as to 
be  relieved that the land, 
which had been so  variously 
scarred in past, found in this 
nam e a rather sem blance 
o f  existential stability. But. 
unfortunately, the political 
h is to ry  o f  the  va lley  has 
failed to play a supportive 
role in nurturing its natural, 
social o r economic aspccts 
subsequently. As a result, 
it has not been possible to 
take  forw ard the age-o ld  
socio-cultural and linguistic 
tradition o f  the region.

When the Barak Valley, 
which is the bastion o f  the 
N ortheast Bengalis, is en­
gulfed in such uncertainty, 
the situation prevailing in the 
rest o f  the Northeast can eas­
ily be visualised. Bengalis 
are a minority in the North­
east. cxccpt in Barak Valley; 
over and above, within them 
the religious divide is promi­
nently visible. T his som e­
how is consequent upon the 
attem pt to ensure political 
control on this linguistic m i­
nority o f  the region. So far, 
Bengalis have not been able 
to  understand this, o r even if  
they did, they arc unable to 
get out o f  it. Despite these 
multidimensional impulses 
encompassing their linguis­
tic identity, the Bengalis o f  
Barak Valley arc celebrating 
M ay 19, keeping faith on 
their intrinsic liberal plural­
ism, not joining hands with 
separatist forces. The Benga­
lis have created the glorious 
history on 21 February 1952 
subsequently  form ing the 
independent Bangladesh in 
1971. February 2 1 was a suc­
cessful attempt to establish 
language sovereignty over 
religious narrowness. As a 
result o f  this, the indepen­
dent Bangladesh state was 
born in 1971 on the basis o f  
language. In the language- 
wave emanating from 1952 
movement in the erstwhile 
Hast Pakistan. Barak valley 
w as able to  write another 
brilliant history o f  protecting 
the  rights o f  Bengali lan­
guage on M ay 19. 1961. In 
order to preserve its linguis­
tic  identity, Bhasha Sahid 
Divas o f  May 19 should be 
taken outside the boundaries 
o f  Barak Valley and placed 
on a larger scale. Like Feb­
ruary 21. it should also be 
made a universal statement 
based on w hich a liberal 
but im penetrable cire lc  o f  
Bengali ethnicity has to be 
crcatcd.

T he B engalis w ho did 
not hesitate to sacrifice their 
lives many times to protcct 
their linguistic rights in In­
dependent India, is sure to 
be able to turn around again 
w ith  head held h igh. But 
then, they need to stand col­
lectively against the machi­
nations o f  division and comc 
out o f  the quagmire o f  mar­
ginalisation. To survive with 
dignity , it is neccssary to 
consolidate their linguistic 
identity remaining steadfast 
in the ir integral ethnicity. 
(The author is an associate  
professor in Karimganj Col­
lege. A ssam  a n d  fo rm e rly  
G eneral Secretary o f  Barak 
U patyaka  B anga Sahitya
O Sanskrit) SomntcUm. Sit- 
char.)
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'* Flattery corrupts both the receiver 
and the giver”

—  K dm und B urke
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U ltim atum s not the option
ON the Rosier System Ihe Voice o f People's Party 
(VPP) is riding a tiger from which it would be dif­
ficult to dismount. A lot is at stake insofar as thc 
Roster System for thc State Reservation Policy 
implemented in Meghalaya is concerned. For politi­
cal parties looking for an issue to curry favour with a 
section o f constituents and with an eye on the 2024 
District Council elections and perhaps even the Lok 
Sabha elections thc Roster System first pointed out 
by the Meghalaya High Court comes as a god-send. 
But at this critical juncture statesmanship is called for 
rather than political brinkmanship. Thc propensity to 
make political capital out o f an issue that threatens 
to divide the three tribes is uncalled for. But for a 
people governed largely by rhetoric and emotions 
any appeal to reason is futile.

Lei’s face ii the Government o f Meghalaya too 
was taken by suiprisc at thc non-maintcnancc o f a 
Roster System to keep a record o f  thc scats availed 
by thc tribes for which they were reserved and also
whether thc unreserved seats (15%) loo were filled 
up. Al the moment ihe focus seems to be on whether 
the seats reserved for ihe Khasi-Jaintia community 
would hcnccforth be availed o f  by those from thc 
Garo community or the minor tribes, or the unre­
served categories o f people who could not avail o f 
their share o f reserved seats for reasons beyond their 
control. To do sa with retrospective effect would be 
a no-brainer since there have been several notifica­
tions from time to time to maintain an equilibrium 
and fill in vacat>:ies that require to be filled up for the 
purpose o f  smcoth governance These notifications 
have comc not just within the slate government but 
also from the Centre when seats for certain categories 
of backward tribes and castcs were raised and in 
other cases subtracted, depending upon how many 
from that section o f population have bcncfitted from 
the reservation policy and which are the previously 
unrecognised categories o f backward tribes/castes 
lhat need reservation to be able to come up to fill up 
vacancies in the government sector.

Today there is a new reserved category o f people 
who fall under the Economically Weaker Section 
(EWS) for whom 10% reservation is granted over 
and above thc existing 50% reservation for SC/ 
ST/OBC categories. This was contested by several 
groups in the Supreme Court but the matter was 
finally laid to rest in November 2022 when the apex 
court upheld lhat thc 103rd constitutional amend­
ment of the Constitution for providing legal sanction 
to carve out \0Vo reservation for the economically 
weaker sections from unreserved classes for admis­
sion in educat onal institutions and government 
jobs is just and equitable. The Supreme Court ruled 
that the 50% cap on quota is not inviolable and af­
firmative action on economic basis may go a long 
way in eradicating castc-bascd reservation. This 
constitutional amendment pushed the total reserva­
tion to 59.50% in central institutions. Reservations 
therefore are not meant to be static and not a right 
to be claimed to perpetuity.

Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi: 
A shared bond

T he rcccn t con flic t b e ­
tween thc K hasi-Jaintia and 
thc Karbi people is not thc 
f irs t to  have  o c cu rre d  in 
recent times. A lthough 1 am 
forgetting thc exact year, ten­
sions between thc tw o groups 
flared up w hen I w as doing 
my PhD at NEHU as well. 
At the tim e I w as staying in 
thc hostel, and one evening 
all the residents w ere asked 
to com c to the hostel parlour. 
A policeman asked if  there 
w ere a ny  K arbi studen ts. 
They w ere concerned that, 
given thc tensions between 
thc tw o communities, there 
might be an attem pt to  target 
Karbi students on campus. To 
thc relief o f  the police, there 
were no Karbi students in our 
hostel, and we w ere sent back 
to ou r rooms.

Thc conflict abated soon 
aflcr, and  I did m eet som e 
Karbi students later on. In
fact, som e w ere my juniors
in ihe PhD programme, and 
there  w ere  som e w hom  I 
taught during m y stint a s a 
guest lecturer in  my depart­
ment. O ne o f  the students 
w hose Masters* thesis I w as 
supervising happened to be 
a ha lf-K arb i student from 
Ri Bhoi. The topic w as how 
language change was taking 
placc in a particular village 
in Ri Bhoi, w hich, though 
initially founded by a  Karbi 
man, had switched to  speak­
ing Bhoi (a dialect different 
from  thc m ore com m only  
used Sohra d ia lec t) a s thc 
main language in thc village. 
A s a matter o f  fact. I met a 
Karbi lady who first identi­
fied herself a s a Bhoi; when 
prodded further, she revealed 
that she w as a K arbi w ho 
had been married to a Bhoi. 
In her sixties, she  told me 
that "a Bhoi is someone who 
takes thc m other’s surname, 
w hile a K arbi is  som eone 
who takes thc fa the r's sur­
name”. This particular Karbi 
lady had married a Bhoi man, 
and her children now have a 
Khasi surname. Though she 
still has a Karbi surnam e.
she ha rd ly  com m unicator, 
in Karbi anymore. With thc 
K arb i peo p le  from  o th e r  
villages also, she converses 
in Bhoi, and she w as not thc 
only one.

Then I cam c across thc 
book 'P eo p le  o f  thc M ar­
g in s ' by Philippe Ram irez. 
In th is  book, there w as an 
interesting phenom enon o f  
equ iv ale n ce  o f  surnam es, 
w hich w as qu ite  com m on 
in Bhoi. In other w ords, a 
surname among the Bhoi is 
found to have an equivalent 
am ong the  K arbi a s  well. 
For exam ple. Ingti. Rong- 
hang. Ilansc. Be. Inglcng, 
T im ung , a n d  T eron  w ere  
K arbi surnam es tha t w ere 
considered to  b e  thc same 
as Bhoi surnames, Muktich. 
Mark hap, K hymdcit. Muker,

By B lw ”toram M awroh

Lam arc. Syngkli. U m bah, 
and Mynsong. respectively. 
T his meant that following the 
rules o f  endogamy, marriages 
cannot take placc within the 
equ ivalen t c lin  across the 
ethnic categories. Therefore, 
an Ingti cannoi marry a M uk­
tich. and vice versa, bccausc 
they, by logic o f  the equiva­
lence o f  surname, belong to 
thc sam e c lan  T hc same is 
tm c with thc other mentioned 
surnam es a s well. Following 
from this, the ether important 
function o f  this system is that 
new n iem bcrsof a group can 
only be admitted into clans 
that already have established 
intcr-cthnic affiliations. Simi­
larly, when a Karbi decides to 
become a Khasi o r the other 
w ay around, h ey  can only 
do so  by jo in irg  the surnam e 
that belongs tc the same clan

piercing one o f  thc  anim al's 
cars. In ano ther v illage , a 
B hoi m an  d ro p p e d  d e ad  
suddenly in his home. W hile 
inspecting thc body, people 
found  th a t thc  de ad  m an 
had thc  exact sam e  bullet 
w ound on thc sam e car as 
that o f  thc tiger, proving that 
the tiger killed w as actually 
a  w crc-tiger, w ith the nun  
who had died being thc one 
w ho had tran sfo rm ed  into 
the animal.

Sim ilar sto ries a rc  there 
in Jaintia H ills as well. Thc 
2011 a rtic le  ‘The Legend 
o f  the T igcr-M an" by HH 
M ohrm cn te lls  abo u t th c  
fo lk lore  o f  the  Pnar Ja in ­
tia about men w ho changc 
themselves into tigers (ki bru 
kylla khla). According to thc  
an iclc . the Karbi also have 
a legend o f  a man who can

“There will definitely be anger al what both 
communities perceive to be injustice done lo them, 
especially when someone s  hut is burned down or 
someone is admit ted to the hospital after being 
injured in the clash. It is difficult to reconcile, 

especially when there is much anger and 
frustration. That is completely understandable. ”

across the twocthnic groups. 
T herefore, i f  a Teron were 
to  become a Bhoi, he o r she 
could only join thc Mynsong 
clan and no otter. This works 
the other w ay around as well, 
i.e ., i f  an U n b ah  w ere to 
becom e a Karbi. they could 
on ly  jo in  the T im ung clan  
and no other. Essentially, this 
means that tlvrc are  Karbi 
who arc actually Khasi. and 
there are Khasi who are actu­
ally  Karbi.

This close connection be­
tween thc Khasi-Jaintia and 
Karbi is again seen in many 
c u ltu ra l a spec ts  a s  w ell. 
Again, among the Bhoi. there 
is  the tradition o f  the wcrc- 
tiger o r the tigcr-man. Des­
m ond L. K horm aw phlang, 
P ro fessor o f  C u ltu ra l and 
Creative Studies a t NEHU, 
has done excellent work on 
this topic. According to his 
paper. 'In  Search o f  Tigcr- 
mcn: Thc Were-Tiger Tradi­
tion o f  the K hasis." there  
arc  m en and  w om en w ho 
arc  know n as K hla Phuii, 
o r tigers transforming from 
human to  wcrc-tiger. Som e­
tim es these creatures were 
referred  to  as San  Saram , 
meaning five claws,” to dif­
fe ren t ia te  th ;m  from  thc  
Ryngkcw tigers, o r  thc real 
tigers, w hich  w ere  know n 
as Saw  Saram,” o r the four- 
c  la w ed ones.

1 m yself m :t a  Bhoi man 
who told me o f a  story where 
thc Karbi had killed a tiger 
in the jun g le  with a bullet

transform hinvsclfinto a tiger, 
and he is known as Killing 
Chongkret. In fact, in  2007. 
D haniram T isso.a Karbi film 
maker, brought out the movie 
Kanghon K illing Chongkret, 
which translates to 'M y Dear 
Tiger-M an’.

Similarities o r shared cul­
tural features be tw een  the 
K hasi-Jaintia and thc Karbi 
a rc  seen in the traditional 
dresses as well. W hen I was 
passing through D okmoka, 
a Karbi town on the w ay to 
Nagaland. I saw  many Karbi 
women walking on the streets 
wearing what looked like thc 
jainkyrshah. It is  a piccc o f  
c lo th in g  w orn  by K hasi-  
Ja in tia  w om en as a d rape  
over thci r t radii ionol jainscm 
or even a shirt and skirt. This 
is  usually w orn by women 
du ring  household  w ork o r 
when they go to  thc market. 
I f  it w eren 't for thc colour 
and thc patterns (w hich arc 
quite bold and vibrant in thc 
Karbi version). I would have 
mistaken the dress w orn by 
the K arb i w om en for the  
jainkyrshah. Thc similarity, 
however, docs not end with 
the w om en’s dress.

Under thc section "Dress’ 
in PRT Ciurdon's 1914 sem i­
nal work 'T he  Khasis." there 
is  a sk e tch  o f  a S yn tcng  
(another nam e for the  Pnar 
Ja in tia )  m an w hose  d ress  
reminded m e so much o f  the 
Karbi dress I have seen on 
thc internet. It w as not thc 
black waistcoat that w c  see

today worn by Jaintia men 
during thc traditional events, 
but a stripped w aistcoat very 
s im ila r  to  th c  o n e  found 
among thc Karbi even today. 
T he o n ly  th in g  tha t cou ld  
identify thc man as being a 
Jaintia w as the  cap, which 
is  often  dep icted  a s being 
worn by Kiang Nongbah in 
the portraits m ade o f  him. 
K arb i m en. on  th c  o th e r  
hand, have a piece o f  cloth 
wrapped around their heads 
as a headband.

T here  is  no  d oub t tha t 
thc K hasi-Ja in tia  and  thc  
Karbi are distinct com m uni­
ties. T he K hasi-Jaintia a rc  
m a tr ilin e a l a nd  speak  an 
A u s tro -A sia tic  language . 
Karbi. on the other hand, fo l­
low patrilineal custom, and 
their language belongs to the 
Sino-Tibetan language fam ­
ily. However, a s can be  seen 
from the above discussion, 
both groups share many cu l­
tural features, which include 
ex tended kinship rela tions 
am ong the tw o com m un i­
ties and sim ilar folklore and 
beliefs. There is. however, 
a lso  a h is to ry  o f  hostility  
between thc tw o com m uni­
ties, which resurfaces from 
tim e to  time. However, what 
will not changc is thc living 
history o f  thc shared bond 
among thc K hasi-Jaintia and 
thc Karbi. not just culturally 
but geographically a s well.

Both com m unities have 
lived sidc-by-sidc with each 
other for many generations, 
and  they w ill con tinue  to 
do so  in the future a s well. 
There will definitely be anger 
at w hat both com m unities 
perceive to be injustice done 
to  them , e sp ec ia lly  w hen 
so m e o n e 's  hu t is  bu rned  
down o r someone is adm it­
ted to  the hospital after being 
injured in  thc clash. It is d if­
ficult to reconcile, especially 
w hen there  is much anger 
and frustration. T hat is com ­
pletely understandable. But 
violence is  not the solution. 
I. therefore, request that both 
communities com e together 
and find com m on ground. 
Nu doubt, the boidei a icas 
are sensitive zones. But that 
must have been thc case in 
the past a s  well. Despite that, 
history has show n that both 
c o m m u n itie s , the  K hasi- 
Jaintia and Karbi. have been 
a b le  to  bu ild  connec tions 
with cach o the r and  thrive 
while living among and close 
to cach other. Thc shared cul­
tural features arc a testament 
to that. It is that shared bond 
that. I hope, will characterise 
the relationship between thc 
Khasi-Jaintia and Karbi. now 
and  in th c  fu ture  as well. 
That is my sincere hope and 
request.

(The view s expressed  in 
the article are those o f  the  
author a n d  do no t reflect in 
any way his affiliation to  any  
organization o r  institution)

R oster for 
reservation o f  

vacancies/posts  
for SC & ST
hditor.
Until 01-07-1*97, reser­

vation o f  vacancies in ser­
vices under the Central G ov­
ernment w as vacancy-bascd 
for which a 40-point roster 
w as generally  m aintained, 
and up to  1992. reservation 
was m ade only f ir  STs and 
SCs - 15 percent for the for­
mer and 7.5 per cent for thc 
latter. In 1993 reservation o f
27 per cent o f  vacancies was 
made for O B C  as well.

From 02-07-1997 . res­
ervation for STs/SCs/OBCs 
was made post-based and for 
this post-based reservation, a 
200-point roster was main­
tained  in w hich 15 posts. 
30 posts and 54 posts were 
reserved for STs, SC’s and 
OBCs respectively.

As per our Chief M inis­
ter's statem ent which w as 
published in Thc Shillong 
Times a few  days ago a post- 
based reservation is being 
implemented in Meghalaya. 
If  the Central G overnment 
had made post-based reser­
vation  for SCs/STs/O BCs 
from 02-07-1997 how can 
thc G overnment o f M egha­
laya  im plem ent thc  post- 
based  ro ste r  system  from  
1972 w hen all the unfilled 
and  c arried  forw ard posts 
reserved for the G aros and 
thc Khasi-Pnar. a> thc  ease

m ay be. had already lapsed 
and  even records o f  unfilled 
and  carried  forw ard  posts 
may not b e  available?

Yours etc., 
A. Pyrtuh 

Shillong- 14

Passion w ith a 
M ission

Editor,
I w as hoping, nay rather 

e xpec ting  som eone to  r e ­
spond to the letter captioned: 
O f  educational structure & 
learn ing  quality , (S T  M ay 
6 . 2023) by  a tcachcr who 
had no option but to request 
anonym ity bccausc the rules 
bou n d  h im /h e r to  do  so. 
Nevertheless, the w riter must 
be  complimented for thc o b ­
servations expressed which 
arc  spot on and hard hitting. 
It exposes the underbelly o f  
the  failings and  shortcom ­
ings o f  school education! Yet 
politicians blabber about thc 
changes and the plans o f  ac­
tion they are going to  initiate 
in  addressing all educational 
matters.

W hat peeves me is that 
p o lit ic ia n s  sa y  th e  rig h t 
th in g s , e sp e c ia l ly  to  thc  
public a t school celebrations, 
conferences and  m eetings. 
Hopes are raised. Excitement 
is high. But then they drag 
their feet when it comes to 
im plem entation o f  w hat is 
p rom ised . N o c la r ity  and  
com m itm ent is ever made in 
a  tim e bound measure! This

is  the  grea tes t draw back . 
T his is disheartening. This 
is  tearful!

I did read in Thc Shillong 
T im es som etim e back that 
Meghalaya would follow thc 
C B SE syllabus. To m e the 
syllabus, a s w ell as thc  ex­
amination system and pattern 
(and thc m arking schem e) 
a re  better structured. How­
ever. a  blind copy and paste 
laziness without a thorough 
introspection to  meet local 
dynamics, should not be thc 
norm! Thc Education C om ­
m ission (if  it has com e into 
e x istence!), m ust facc  the 
c h allenge  in  stream lin ing  
school education to  lift it out 
o f  thc pathetic state it has 
sunk to. All school heads a f­
filiated to M BOS It can begin 
by conducting in-dcpth frank 
d iscussions with their teach­
e rs on all the observations 
raised in the letter. Collate 
valid actionable suggestions 
for onward submission to the 
Com mission w here they can 
debate threadbare for adop­
tion and implementation. I 
w ill go so  far as to  submit 
that thc very teachers w ho 
have expressed solid  practi­
c a l ideas be  brought into 
this high profile meeting to 
g ive  a be tter  perspective. 
No bureaucrat or other civil 
servant o f  higher learning, 
w ill be able to  do a better 
jo b  than thc person on  thc 
g ro u n d  w ith  a f irs t-h an d  
knowledge, experience and 
expertise to "reconstruct its 
curriculum".

The w riter’s c losing re­
mark. ". no one talks about 
the problem s faced by our 
students." is thc core issue 
according to me. I f  School 
M anagem ent C om m ittees  
(SM C), are amenable to thc 
reversa l o f  an e stab lished  
school order and can make 
a  paradigm shift show ing the 
humility, grace and courage 
to  accep t that thc  student 
alw ays comes first, then thc 
te ac h ers  fo llow ed  by the 
parents and lastly them; wc 
then can  lift ou r heads in 
jo y o u s hope! D on’t sm irk  
o r je e r  a t me Management! 
Pause! Give it som e serious 
thought! Thii k beyond con­
vention and  o ld  practises! 
Think w hy not! Think let's 
give it a  tty!

L et m e in te r je c t h e re  
and  inform  you that som e 
corporate  school leave all 
academic management func­
tioning entire y  to thc school 
head! A nd they do  w ell! 
T hc SM C technically pass 
thc m inutes .>f thc agenda 
that are discussed, decisions 
a rr iv e d  a t and a c tio n s to  
be taken, including school 
budget and other adm inis­
trative matteri. It is the head 
o f  the school along w ith all 
departmental staff and teach­
ers w ho do thc hanl w ork at 
the ground level. I f  all can 
comc together with a passion 
then the mission will be ac­
complished.

Your etc..
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - 19

Resolution  
versus Policy
Editor,
A R eso lu tion  is  a plan 

sent to  a meeting for discus­
sion, fHwtr*. approval and 
adapting. I f  thc motion is ap­
proved by thc members pres­
ent at a meeting, it is referred 
to a s a  resolution. T here are 
three form s o f  resolutions, 
(a)o rd inary  (adopted  by a 
s im p le  m a jo rity ), spccia l 
(adop ted  by th ree -fou rth s 
m a jo rity ) a nd  unanim ous 
(everyone is in total agree­
ment). State Resolutions arc 
generally  adopted by State 
Legislatures in thc Legisla­
tive  Assembly.

A policy is  a  system  o f  
guidelines to achieve ratio ­
nal outcomes, and is imple­
m ented  a s  a procedure  o r 
protocol. Policies are gener­
a lly  adopted  by thc  G ov­
ernment. Under thc Assam 
Reorganisation (Meghalaya) 
A ct. 1969 • A ct N o,55 o f  
1969 (29th December. 1969) 
M eghalaya w as bom  as an 
A utonom ous S tate  on 2nd 
April 1970, consisting o f  41 
M embers, 38 M embers in­
directly e lected and 3 mem­
bers nominated. M eghalaya 
bccam e a full-fledged State 
on 21st January  1972 and 
com prised 60 e lected m em ­
b e rs . But the  R eso lu tion  
on jo b  quo ta  issued  vide  
N o.PER.222/71/138 D ated 
Shillong, the 12th January,

1972 w as issued  w ithou t 
proper procedure and m eth­
od o f  identifying, the weak­
est o f  the w eak, w herever 
they m ay be found among 
thc populace. H urriedly it 
was issued 9  (nine) days be­
fore the State o f  Mci^ialava 
was officially form ed on thc 
midnight o f  January 20-21. 
1972 and less than 2 (two) 
m onths before the first elec­
tion which was held on 9th 
M arch. 1972. M oreover, it 
was not discussed, debated, 
vo ted , passed  by the A u­
tonomous State Legislature 
as empowered under aniclc 
16 clause 4  o f  thc C onstitu­
tion  o f  India  (s tr ic t ly  for 
reservation o f  posts). It was 
simply issued as decided (not 
voted), keeping in view thc 
inadequacy o f  representation 
o f  these communities in thc 
services under the autono­
m ous State (not full-fledged 
State) o f  Meghalaya in terms 
o f  their population that for 
m aintenance o f  efficiency in 
the administration. T hc old 
Resolution needs revision. 
K hasi, Jaintia and G aro, let 
us stand together for the bet­
terment o f  the State.

Yours ctc.
D. Pakyntein,

Shillong-4

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers' 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Clinical Trials: 
Mistrust to trust

By Dr. Caleb Harris 
& Dr. Fine One Laloo

M ay 10 is observed as 
International Clinical Trials 
Day. Hie year w as 1714, Dr. 
Jam es Lind, a naval surgeon 
and  physician onboard the 
B ritish  N avy sh ip . H M S 
Salisbury carried out the first 
controlled clinical trial ever 
recorded in medical scicncc 
by taking 12 sailors suffering 
from blccdinggunis and skin 
u lc ers , div ided  them  into 
six  pairs and treated them 
with six different remedies. 
A mong ti c six remedies, the 
duo  treated with a quart o f  
eider a day was well enough 
to  nurse the o thers a fte r  a 
week. 11 is paper ‘Treatise o f  
the Scurvy’w as published in 
1753. To com m em orate the 
clay that tlis clinical trial was 
started, tie  European C lini­
cal Research Infrastructure 
Network i EC RIN ) launched 
International Clinical Trials 
Day in 2C05.

Clinical trials fall under 
the broad umbrella o f  C lini­
c a l research . A ll c lin ica l 
tria ls arc c linical research 
whereas ail clinical research­
e s  a re  not c lin ic a l tr ia ls . 
C lin ic a l r e se a rch  ran g e s 
from a si nplc collcction o f  
personal iiform ation related 
to  a disease, to  using a new 
drug o r  treatment technique. 
Participating in  clinical re­
search is an  altru istic  and 
noble ges.ure bccausc somc- 
tim cs the trials that they arc 
in vo lved  in m ay o r  may 
not be beneficial to the par­
ticipants: how ever it helps 
researchers and doctors to 
subsequently treat thc d is ­
ease  better, based on the data 
co llectcdfrom  thc trial.

T hc public pe rcep tion

their rights. O ne o f  the main 
protective mechanisms is thc 
Inform ed C o n se n t D ocu ­
ment (ICD). T his contains 
all thc details pertaining to 
thc  clinical research in an 
easily  understandable lan­
guage. including the benefits 
and risks o f  participation. A 
participant who consents to 
participate in a clinical trial 
can  w ithdraw  a t any  pa r­
ticular tim e without citing 
any reasons w hatsoever and 
there will not be any indiffer­
ence directed tow ards them 
for withdrawing. Thc second 
is the In stitu tional E th ics 
Com mittee (1EC) which has 
to be mandatorily set up a t all 
institutions involved in clini­
cal research. The 1EC is  an 
independent entity  chaircd 
by som eone from ou tside  
thc research  in stitu te  and 
decides on  all matters relat­
ing to thc conduct o f  trials or 
any research. IEC members 
comprise laypersons, social 
scientists, patient representa­
tives and  religious leaders, 
among others.

N EIGRJHM S is part o f  
an O ncology Clinical Trial 
Network (CTN) which is a 
group o f  11 centers across 
India. CTN is  a project o f  
Biotechnology Industry Re­
search A ssistance C ouncil 
(B1RAC) which falls under 
thc Department o f  Biotech­
nology. M inistry o f  Health 
and Fam ily W elfare. G ov­
ernment o f  India. CTN  aim s 
at m aking the collaborating 
cen tres ready for C linical 
T ria ls  o f  m a jo r  d ise a s e s  
which plaque the state and 
the nation as a  w hole. Clini­
cal tria ls for cancer have

regarding Clinical Trials is 
at tim es negative, probably 
bccausc sam e have not been 
d o n e  e th ica lly . T he N azi 
Human Experiments, during 
World War II, hashad  a  long 
and lasting negative impact 
fo r g e n e ra tio n s. G erm an 
doctors subjected prisoners 
in the concentration cam ps 
to  several harmful and pain-

been carried out for som e 
years now. N EIGRIHM S is 
looking forward to conduct­
ing c lin ica l tr ia ls  o f  new 
drugs in thc future through 
th is CTN . It is  im portan t 
for such clinical trials to be  
conducted in our state (and 
reg ion ) a s  re ly ing  on re ­
search done on other patients 
(from  different ethnicitics)

“NEIGRIHMS is part o f  an Oncology Clinical 
Trial Network (CTN) which is a group o f  II 

centers across India. CTN is a project o f  
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance 

Council (BIRAC) which falls under the 
Department o f  Biotechnology. Ministry o f  Health 

and Family Welfare. Government o f  India. ”

ful cxpcrancnts in the effort 
to  discover effective reme­
dies for diseases. Post World 
W ar-ll, Uk  Nuremberg code 
w as  pu t in to  force  w hich 
at its very core stresses on 
th c  vo lun tary  c o nsen t o f  
participants in the trial. Sub­
sequently. the World M edi­
ca l A ssociation , in  1964, 
devclopcJ the D eclaration 
o f  Helsinki wherein thc basic 
p rinciples inc lude  rcspcct 
for individuals, the right to 
make inform ed decisions, 
recognition  o f  vulnerab le  
groups ai:d more.

T hc 21st c en tu ry  saw  
thc  unprecedented growth 
o f  c lin ic a l tr ia ls  r e g u la ­
tions. mcnitoring and  par­
tic ipa tion With thc advent 
o f  many chronic and deadly 
diseases, clinical trials have 
become mandatory for intro­
ducing new drugs. O n this 
note, thcie have been wide 
misconceptions am ong the 
masses regarding how clini­
cal trials are conductcd.

O nce  a  d ru g  has been 
tested in laboratory animals 
and  has been proven to  be 
safe and effective, a c lin i­
cal trial is usually initiated 
in a sm a l group o f  human 
volunteers. I f  found to  be 
safe, it is then tried out in a 
larger nuatber o f  patients to 
sec i f  it is effective. There 
a rc  several stringent rules 
and  regulations put up by- 
Indian Council o f  M edical 
Research (ICMR) and other 
regulatory bodies to sa fe ­
guard thc participants and

to treat our patients may not 
be in thc best interests o f  our 
patients.

M any patients and care­
givers construc clinical tri­
als a s  som ething w hich is 
o f  no direct benefit to them 
and fraught with risks, but 
this is far from the truth. A 
clin ical tria l is perform ed 
under a controlled environ­
ment and hcncc thc safety 
o f  thc participant is  given 
a lot o f  importance. All thc 
neccssary interventions arc 
performed (extra) carefully, 
thereby minim izing the er­
rors. Besides, several new 
d ru g s  (w h ich  h a v e  been 
proven in other trials) may 
be made available to patients 
who may otherwise not have 
acccss  to  such  trea tm ent, 
usually free o f  cost.

Clinical Trials have trans­
form ed thc  w ay w c treat 
patients and unless thc par­
tic ipan ts arc aw are  o f  thc 
processes involved, it would 
be difficult to  perform future 
trials. M isconccptions need 
to  be c lca re d  in  o rd e r  to 
enable us to move forward, 
with the single goal being 
to provide the best possible 
care for the sick.

(D r  F in e  O n e  L a lo o . 
Pharm.D. is C linical Trial 
Coordinator. Department o f  
Surgical Oncology. NFIGRI- 
HMS. Shillong).

(D r Caleb H arris is A s­
sociate Professor a n d  Head. 
D e p a r tm e n t o f  S u rg ic a l  
O ncology'. N E IG R IH M S. 
Shillong)
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The travel trails of English wom en in the 19th century

(C lockw ise  from  lo p )  A n illu s tr a tio n  by  A n n a  F o rb e s ; M a ry  K in g sle y ’s “ M a k in g  a  c h a rm  in Ihe L 'pper 
Ogo\>£ R egion  in  W est A fr ic a ”  a n d  I sab e lla  B i rd 's  “ F u jisa n , f ro m  a  v illage  on th e  T okaido” .

B y V ic to r i a  P u c h a l  T e ro l

I n r c c c n t  y e a r s ,  a s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n ­
t h o lo g i e s  a n d  d o c u m e n ta r i e s  h a v e  r e v iv e d  
th e  f ig u r e  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu r y  E n g lis h  w o m a n  

t r a v e l le r .  O n  s c re e n  w e  c a n  a l s o  s e e  th e i r  liv e s  
a d a p te d  to  n e o -V ic to r ia n  f ic t io n a l  c h a r a c te r s .

G e n e ra l ly ,  th e s e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  a rc  d e s c r ib e d  a s 
" r e b e l l i o u s " ,  “in t r e p id '’, “ a m b i t i o u s ” , " b r a v e ” , 
" q u e e n s ”  o r  e v e n  " a d v e n t u r o u s ” . T h e i r  l i v e s  
s e r v e  a s  in s p i r a t i o n  fo r  t o d a y 's  s c r e e n w r i t e r s  
a n d  a r t i s t s  w h o . fo r  so m e  r e a s o n ,  a r e  e a g e r  to  
s h o w  u s  a d if f e r e n t  v e r s io n  o f  w o m e n ’s  h is to ry . 
F o r  m a n y , th e ir  s to r ie s  a re  in s p i r in g ;  fo r  o th e r s ,  
a lm o s t  im p l a u s i b le .  W e r e n 't  V ic to r i a n  w o m e n  
v e ry  r e p r e s s e d ?

In  g e n e r a l ,  th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  th e s e  t r a v e l l e r s  
r e f l e c t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  w o m e n  w r i t e r s  fro m  
a  v a r ie ty  o f  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  s o c ia l  c la s s e s ,  a l ­
th o u g h  th e y  te n d  to  d e p ic t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e  
w e a lth y . T h is  s d u e  to  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  th e s e  
t e x ts  a n d  th e  im p r in t  th e s e  w o m e n  h a v e  le f t  o n  
h is t o r io g r a p h ic a l  a r c h iv e s  a n d  o n  o u r s e lv e s .

I t is  im p o r ta n t  to  r e m e m b e r  th a t  o u r  i n t e r p r e ­
t a t io n s  o f  th e i r  t r a v e ls  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s  c a n  be  
in f lu e n c e d  by  c u l tu ra l  a n d  s o c ia l  b ia s ,  so  it  i s  n e c ­
e s s a r y  to  ta k e  so m e  d is t a n c e  w h e n  re a d in g  t r a v e l  
a c c o u n ts  w r i t te n  b y  n in e te e n th - c e n tu r y  w o m e n .
W h e n  w e  r e a d  th e i r  w o rk s ,  w e  a re  lo o k in g  in to  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  in n e r  w o rld  o f  “ o n e "  w o m a n , 
u n d e n ia b ly  c o n d it io n e d  b y  h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h e r  
c u l tu r e  a n d  h e :  o w n  h is to ry .

V IC T O R IA N  T R A V E L  W H I T IN G
D u r in g  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y .  E n g la n d  w a s  p a r t  

o f  th e  B r i t i s h  E m p ir e . T r a v e l  w a s  n o t o n ly  fo r  
p le a s u r e ,  b u t  a lso  fo r  c o n q u e s t  o r  e x p lo r a t io n .  
C o lo n ia l  t r a v e l  w a s  r e s e rv e d  fo r  m e n . w h o  h a d  a 
m o re  a c t iv e  r o le  in  s p r e a d in g  th e  E m p ir e  th e y  
h a d  to  f ig h t  o r  p a r t i c ip a te  in  d ip lo m a t i c  m is s io n s  
a b ro a d .

H o w e v e r ,  wc te n d  to  fo rg e t th a t  B r i t i s h  w o m e n  
a ls o  p la y e d  a d e c is iv e  ro le  in  th is  d e s ir e  f o r  c o n ­
q u e s t .  T h e y  o f te n  t r a v e l le d  w ith  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s , 
f a th e r s  o r  b r o th e r s  to  t r y  to  r e p l i c a t e  E n g l i s h  
s o c ie ty  in  th e  c o lo n ia l  s e t t le m e n ts .  T h e r e  th e y  
w o u ld  c r e a te  t i c s c  n u c le a r  f a m i l ie s ,  s u r ro u n d e d  
b y  th e i r  s o n s  and  d a u g h te r s ,  th e i r  s e r v a n ts  ( in  
th e  c a s e  o f  th e  w e a lth y  c la s s e s )  a n d  th e i r  s o c ia l  
e v e n ts .

O f  c o u rs e ,  m a n y  o f  th e m  a ls o  f e l t  th e  d e s ir e  
to  r e c o u n t  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  th e  f i r s t  p e rs o n . 
T h e s e  w r i t in g s  a ro u s e d  m u c h  in t e r e s t  a n d  w e re  
o f te n  p u b lis h e d  in  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z in e s .

W e u s u a l ly  i i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  tw o  ty p e s  o f  
t e x ts  w h e n  ta lk in g  a b o u t  t r a v e l  w r i t in g  in  th e

1 9 th  c e n tu r y :  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , te x ts  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  
r ig o u r ,  u s u a l ly  d e a l in g  w ith  s o c io - p o  i t i c a l  is s u e s  
a n d  w ith  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  o v e r to n e s .  On th e  o th e r  
h a n d , l ig h t e r  a n d  o b s e r v a t io n a l  te x ts ,  p e rh a p s  o f  
a n  a n e c d o ta l  n a tu re .  T h ey  r e f le c te d  a i  a l te r n a t iv e  
e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  d e a l t  w ith  l i f e s ty l e ,  p e o p le  a n d  
g e n e r a l l y  m u n d a n e  s u b je c t s .

T H O S E  W H O  D IS C O V E R  A N D  T H O S E  W H O  
O B S E R V E

A s w e  c a n  im a g in e ,  i t  w a s  c o m m o n  to  c l a s s i f y  
th e  w r i t in g s  o f  w o m e n  t r a v e l le r s  u n d e r  th e  la t te r  
h e a d in g . In  C e le b r a te d  W o m en  T r a v e l le r s  o f  th e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu r y  ( 1 8 8 2 ) .  o n e  o f  th e  le a d in g  
a n th o lo g ie s  o n  w o m e n  t r a v e l le r s  o f  the  n in e te e n th  
c e n tu r y ,  th e  w r i te r  W illia m  I I .D . A dam s d i f f e r e n ­
t ia te s  b e tw e e n  tw o  b ro a d  c a te g o r i e s  o f  t r a v e l le r s :  
d i s c o v e r e r s  a n d  o b s e rv e r s .

D is c o v e r e r s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  A d a m s , e n te r  r e g io n s  
p r e v io u s ly  u n k n o w n  to  c iv i l i s a t i o n ,  a d d in g  n e w  
la n d s  to  th e  m a p s . O b s e r v e r s ,  on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 
s im p ly  f o l lo w  in  th e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  th e ir  d a r in g  
p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  g a th e r in g  m o re  a c c u ra te  i n f o r m a ­
t io n .  F o r  A d a m s , w o m e n  t r a v e l le r s  o f  th e  t im e  
b e lo n g e d  to  th e  l a t t e r  c a te g o r y  and  c o u ld  no t 
c o m p a r e  w ith  su c h  g r e a t  n a m e s  o f  e x p lo ra t io n  a s  
D a v id  L iv in g s to n e . H e in r ic h  B a r th ,  Jo h n  F ra n k lin  
o r  C h a r le s  S tu r t .

A d a m e ’s  im p r e s s io n  i l l u s t r a t e s  v * ry  w e l l th e  
t e n d e n c y  to  d is m is s  th e  w o rk  o f  n in c te c n th - c c n -  
tu r y  w o m e n  tr a v e l  w r i t e r s .  T h e  g e n d e r  id e o lo g y  
o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  p la c e d  w o m e n  in th e  p r iv a t e  
s p h e re  a n d  m a d e  it  d i f f i c u l t  to  s e e  ih e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  b e tw e e n  w o m e n  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  o r  
e c o n o m ic  m a t te r s .  In th i s  w a y . an  in f a n t i l i s c d  
o r  u n s c r i o u s  im a g e  o f  e v e r y th in g  p r o d u c e d  by  
w o m e n  w a s  p e rp e tu a t e d .

M o r e o v e r ,  w c  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  th a t f o r  m a n y  
w o m e n  a c c e s s  to  " e l i t e  e u l tu r e ”  w as q u i te  l im ­
i te d .  N o t a l l  o f  th e m  c o u ld  r c c c iv c  m o re  th a n  
a n  e le m e n ta r y  e d u c a t io n ,  n o r  d id  th e y  h a v e  th e  
t im e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  to  d e v e lo p  th e i r  in t e r e s t  in  
s c ie n c e .

“ O N L Y  A W O M A N *
It is  c o m m o n  to  r e a d  in  th e  i n t r o d u c t io n s  to  

w o m e n  t r a v e l l e r s '  t e x ts  o r  in  th e i r  p r iv a t e  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e  p h r a s e s  e x p r e s s i n g  m o d e s ty  o r  
a p o lo g y  f o r  t h e i r  “ d a r in g ”  to  m e d d le  in  m a le  
s u b je c t s .  M a n y  o f  th e m  e x a g g e ra te d  th e i r  w o m ­
a n h o o d  a n d  to o k  c a r c  to  r e m in d  th e  r e a d e r  th a t 
t h e y  w e r e  “ o n ly ”  w o m e n . O f  c o u rs e ,  t h i s  w a s  
m e r e ly  a d e v ic e  to  a v o id  th e  c e n s u r e  o f  th e i r  
c o n te m p o r a r ie s .

A n o ta b le  e x a m p le  is  M a ry  K in g s le y  w h o . w ith  
a b i t i n g  s e n s e  o f  h u m o u r , d e s c r ib e d  h e r s e l f  in

o n e  o f  h e r  l e t te r s :
7  a m  o n ly  o n e  w o m a n  a n d  ire . a l th o u g h  w c 

a r e  g r e a t  in  d e ta i l s  a n d  c o n c r e te  c o n c e p t io n s ,  
a r e  n e v e r  a b le  to  f e e l  d e v o t io n  f o r  th e  th in g s  /  
k n o w  w e l l  e n o u g h  to  h e  g r e a t ,  n a m e ly  a b s tr a c t  
th in g s

S im i la r ly .  A n n a  F o r b e s  h id e s  b e h in d  h e r  w o m ­
a n h o o d  to  a v o id  b e in g  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  d e v o t in g  
h e r s e l f  to  w r i t in g .  F o r b e s  d e s c r ib e s  h e r s e l f  a s  
" a  sm a ll  a n d  v e ry  f e m in in e  w o m a n ”  in  h e r  U n ­
b e a te n  T r a c k s  in  I s la n d s  o f  th e  F a r  E a s t  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  
r e m in d in g  th e  r e a d e r  o f  h e r  s ta tu s  a s  a r e s p e c t ­
a b le  p e rs o n .

S o m e  o f  th e  w o m e n  w r i t e r s  w h o  t r a v e l l e d  
e a r n e d ,  w ith  g r e a t  e f f o r t ,  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  th e i r  
c o m p a t r io t s .  O n e  o f  th e  b e s t  k n o w n  e x a m p le s  is  
I s a b e l la  B i rd , th e  1 9 th - c e n tu r y  fe m a le  t r a v e l le r  
p a r  e x c e l le n c e .

S h e  w a s  th e  f i r s t  w o m a n  t o  b e  a c c e p te d  b y  
th e  p r e s t i g io u s  R o y a l  G e o g r a p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  o f

L o n d o n  in  1 8 9 1 , a f t e r  t r y in g  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  H er  
w ri t in g , h o n e s t a n d  d e s c r ip t iv e ,  r a is e d  s u s p ic io n s  
a m o n g  h e r  r e a d e r s  f o r  o f te n  b e in g  to o  e x p l ic i t  
( p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s e x u a l  d o u b le  e n t e n ­
d r e s  in  h e r  w r i t in g  i s  o f te n  c o m m e n te d  o n ) .

B ird  r a v e l le d  a lo n e ,  bu t o f te n  had  lo c a l  g u id e s , 
m e n  w h o  k n e w  th e  te r r a in  sh e  w a s  e x p lo r i n g .  It 
is  n o t  h a rd  to  im a g in e  w h y  th is  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  
u n c o m fo r ta b le  f o r  m o re  c o n s e r v a t iv e  a u d ie n c e s .  
In a d d ii io n  to  w r i t in g .  I s a b e l la  B ird  to o k  p h o ­
to g r a p h s  o f  th e  p e o p le  sh e  e n c o u n te r e d  o n  h e r  
t r a v e ls  in  P e r s ia ,  J a p a n ,  K o re a  a n d  M a n c h u r ia .

B ird . F o rb e s  a n d  K in g s le y  a rc  j u s t  a few  e x a m ­
p le s  tha t sh o w  us th a t th e re  is  no t ju s t  o n e  “ fe m a le  
t r a v e l  w r i te r " :  th e re  a re  a s  m a n y  a s  w e  w a n t  ( a n d  
a re  a b le )  to  r e s c u e  f ro m  o b l iv i o n .  H o p e f u l ly ,  th e  
a d a p ta t  o n s  a n d  v e r s i o n s  o f  th e m  th a t  w c s e e  in  
p o p u la r  c u l tu r e  w il l  h e lp  u s  to  f e e l so m e  c u r io s i ty  
a b o u t  th e ir  l iv e s ,  w h ic h  a re  v e ry  re a l  a n d  th e r e ­
fo re  v e ry  p o s s ib l e .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Kalinga Literary Fest introduces 

Nepal Yashaswi Book Awards Mood detector for your pizzas
M u s h ro o m  M a g ic , M e x ic a n  F i e s t a ,  A w e ­
som e  A m e ric a n  C h e e s y , a n d  N a w a b i M u rg  
M a k h n i. a m o n g  o th e r s .

T h e  m o o d  d e t e c to r  w il l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  a t 
the  f o l lo w in g  P iz z a  H ut r e s t a u r a n ts  f o r  a 
l im ite d  p e r io d ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  b e lo w  l is te d  
s c h e d u le :

S t o r e  S c h e d u le
D e lh i
J a n p a th . N ew  D e lh i .  M a y  10 to  M a y  17
S a k c t ,  N ew  D e lh i, M ay  19 to  M ay  26

B e n g a lu ru
N ex u s  M a ll, K o ra m a n g a la . B e n g a lu ru . M ay 

10 to  M ay  I 7
M antri M ail. B engalu ru . M ay 19 to  M ay 26

L u c k n o w
W est End M all. L ucknow . M ay 29 to  June  5
E n g in e e r in g  C r o s s in g ,  L u c k n o w , J u n e  7 

to  J u n e  14

C h e n n a i
A sh o k  N ag a r  M e tro  S ta t io n . C h e n n a i . M ay 

29 to  Ju n e  5
P h o e n ix  M a rk e t C ity , Ju n e  7 to  Ju n e  14

H y d e r a b a d
S a ra th  C i ty  M a ll. G a c h ib o w li .  H y d e ra b a d  

June  17 to  Ju n e  24
G SM  M a ll. M iy a p u r  M ain  R o a d . J u n e  26 

to  Ju ly  3 . ( IA N S )

mm

T he K a l in g a  L i te ra r y  F e s t i v a l  (K L F )  h a s  in t r o d u c e d  the  
‘ N e p a l Y a s h a s w i B o o k  A w a r d s ' f o r  15 w r i t e r s  in  15 
c a te g o r i e s  f ro m  th e  y e a r  2 0 2 3  f o r  K a th m a n d u  K L F.

T h e  a w a rd s  w ill  b e  g iv e n  in  v a r io u s  c a te g o r i e s ,  in c lu d in g  
f ic t io n  a n d  n c n - f ic t io n ,  p o e try ,  b o o k s  in  t r a n s la t i o n ,  b u s in e s s  

a n d  s t r a te g ic  a f ­
f a i r s .  e n v i r o n ­
m e n ta l  b o o k s ,  
b i o g r a p h i ­
c a l  a n d  a u t o ­
b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  
c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t ­
e r a tu r e .  s p o r t s ,  
l i f e s t y l e ,  a n d  
e m e r g in g  tr e n d  
b o o k s .

T h e y  a im  to  
o p e n  u p  o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s  to  

i d e n t i f y ,  r e c o g n is e , a c k n o w le d g e ,  e n c o u r a g e ,  a n d  h o n o r  the  
l i t e r a r y  ta le n i s  a c r o s s  g e n r e s ,  f o r  b o th  e s ta b l i s h e d  a n d  n e w  
w r i te r s .

T h e  b o o k s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f ro m  th o s e  s u b m i t te d  a n d  n o m i­
n a te d  by  p u b l i s h e r s ,  a n d  w r i te r s  a c r o s s  a l l  c a te g o r i e s .  T h e  
w in n e r s  w il l  b e  f e l i c i t a t e d  a n d  a w a rd e d  d u r in g  th e  a n n u a l  
K a th m a n d u  • K a l in g a  L i te ra r y  F e s t i v a l .  T h e  a w a rd  c o n s is t s  
o f a  p r iz e ,  a tro p h y , a n d  a s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  c i ta t io n .

K L F  w il l  host th e  a n n u a l  K a th m a n d u -  K a l in g a  L i te ra r y  F e s ­
t iv a l  ( K a th m a n d u -  K L F )  o n  S e p te m b e r  1 .2 .  3. T h e  a u th o rs  w ill 
b e  ta k in g  p a r t  in  a h o s t  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n s ,  w o rk s h o p s , d e b a te s ,  
p a n e l  d is c u s s io n s ,  s t r a ig h t  ta lk s ,  a n d  m o re . T h e  f e s t iv a l  w il l  
h o s t  m o re  th a n  6 0  s e s s io n s .  ( IA N S )

P iz z a  H u t h a s  in s ta lle d  a  o n c -o f - i ts - k in d  
AI - p o w e re d  m;>od d c tc c to r  d e v ic e  th a t 
s tu d i e s  f a c ia l  c u e s  a n d  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  

c u s to m e rs  a n d  g iv e s  th e m  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  
fo r  p iz z a s  th a t  b e s t  m a tch  th e i r  m o o d s  w ith  
“ Y o u r M o o d . Y o u r  P iz z a ”  c a m p a ig n .

T h e  b ra n d  b e c o n ic s  th e  f i r s t - e v e r  Q S R  
b r a n d  to  u s e  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  A l to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  
m o o d  o f  i t s  c o n s u m e rs  to  
h e l p  t h e m  c h o o s e  w h a t  
th e y  c r a v e .  T h is  d c v ic c  is 
in s t a l l e d  in  s e le c t  r e s t a u ­
r a n t s  a c r o s s  D e lh i .  L u c ­
k n o w , H y d e r a b a d ,  B e n g a ­
lu ru , a n d  C h e n n a i .

T h e  m o o d  d e te c to r  u se s  
in n o v a tiv e  te c h n o lo g y  th a t 
o f fe r s  a u n iq u e  a n d  p e r s o n ­
a l is e d  o r d e r in g  e x p e r ie n c e .
A ll y o u  n e ed  to  d o  is s ta n d  
in  f ro n t  o f  th e  d e v ic : ,  look  
in to  th e  s c r e e n ,  an ti le a v e  
it o n  th e  d c t c c to r  o  c a l i ­
b r a te  y o u r  m o o d  a n d  f la s h  
i ts  p iz z a  r e c o m m e n d a tio n  
b e fo r e  y o u .

T h e  d e v ic e  u s e s  a s t a t i s t i c a l  m o d e l th a t 
d e t e c t s  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s io n s  b y  a n a ly z in g  
la n d m a r k s  o n  th e  fac e  s u c h  a s  e y e  m o v e ­
m e n ts .  s m i le s ,  f ro w n s , c tc .  c a p tu r c d  by  th e  
c a m e ra .

T h e  m o d e l  c o m p a r e s  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s

a g a in s t  a d a ta b a s e  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  
o f  p u b l ic ly  a v a i l a b l e  im a g e s . C u s t o m e r s ' 
p r iv a c y  i s  p r o t e c t e d  b c c a u s c  th e  A l o n ly  
s to r e s  f a c e  p a t te r n s  a s  n u m b e rs  a n d  d o e s  
n o t s a v e  a n y  im a g e s  in  a n y  f o rm a t .

A a n a n d i ta  D a n a .  C h i e f  M a r k e t in g  O f ­
f i c e r ,  P i z z a  H u t I n d i a  s a i d ,  “ A t P i z z a  

H u t,  w c  b e l ie v e  th a t  d i n ­
in g  is  m o re  th a n  j u s t  e a t ­
in g  • i t ' s  a b o u t  th e  e n t i r e  
e x p e r ie n c e .  W ith  o u r  ne w  
A I-p o w e re d  m o o d  d e te c to r ,  
w e ’ re  ta k in g  th a t  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  to  th e  n e x t le v e l  by  
o f fe r in g  p e r s o n a l is e d  p iz z a  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b a s e d  
o n  o u r  c u s to m e r s ’ m o o d s . 
W e’ re  t h r i l l e d  to  b r in g  th is  
i n n o v a t iv e  t e c h n o lo g y  to  
o u r  c u s to m e rs  a n d  o f f e r  a 
new  a n d  e x c i t i n g  w ay  fo r 
th e m  to  i n t e r a c t  w ith  o u r  
b r a n d .  T h is  is  j u s t  o n e  o f  
th e  m a n y  w a y s  th a t  w c 'r c  
s t r iv in g  to  p r o v id e  th e  b e s t 
p o s s i b l e  s e r v i c e  to  o u r  
c u s to m e r s  a n d  c a n ' t  w a i t  

to  s e e  th e i r  r e a c t i o n s ! ”
T h e  A l- e n a b lc d  d e v ic e  g iv e s  p iz z a  r e c ­

o m m e n d a t io n s  in  b o th  v e g  a n d  n o n - v c g  
v a r ia n ts  f ro m  P iz z a  H u t’s n e w  r a n g e  o f  10 
e x c i t i n g  a n d  u n iq u e  f la v o u r s  l ik e  M a z e d a r  
M a k h n i P a n c c r ,  D h a b e  D a K c c m a , C h e c z y
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The Cosmos and the origins of time and life
By T h o m a s  H c r to g

T h e  la ic  p h y s ic is t  S te p h e n  H a w k in g  f i r s t  
a s k e d  m :  to  w o rk  w ith  h im  to  d e v e lo p  
" a  n e w  q u a n tu m  th e o ry  o f  th e  B ig  B a n g "  

in  1 9 9 8 . W h a t s ta r te d  o u t  a s  a  d o c to ra l  p r o jc c t  
e v o lv e d  o v e r  so m e  2 0  y e a r s  in to  an  in te n s e  c o l ­
l a b o ra t io n  th a t  e n d e d  o n ly  w ith  h is  p a s s in g  on 
M a rc h  14 2018 .

T h e  e n ig m a  a t  th e  c e n t r e  o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  
th r o u g h o u t  th is  p e r io d  w a s  h o w  th e  B ig  B a n g  
c o u ld  h a v e  c r e i t e d  c o n d i t io n s  so  p e r f e c t ly  h o s ­
p i t a b l e  to  l i f e .  O u r  a n s w e r  is  b e in g  p u b l i s h e d  
in a ne w  b o o k .  O n  th e  O r ig in  o f  T im e : S te p h e n  
H a w k in g ’s F in a l T h e o ry .

Q u e s t io n s  a b o u t th e  u l t im a te  o r ig in  o f  th e  c o s ­
m o s , o r  u n iv e r s e ,  ta k e  p h y s ic s  o u t  o f  i t s  c o m fo r t  
z o n e . Y et th i s  w as  e x a c t ly  w h e r e  H a w k in g  lik e d  
to  v e n tu re .  T he p r o s p e c t  o r  h o p e  to  c ra c k  
th e  r id d le  o f  c o sm ic  d e s ig n  d ro v e  m u c h  o f  H a w k ­
in g 's  r e s e a r c h  in c o sm o lo g y . “ T o b o ld ly  g o  w h e re  
S ta r  T rek  f e a r s  to  t r e a d "  w a s  h is  m o tto  a n d  a ls o  
h is  s c r e e n  sa v e r.

O u r  s h a re d  s c ie n t i f i c  q u e s t  m e a n t  th a t  w e  in ­
e v i ta b ly  g re w  c lo se . B e in g  a ro u n d  h im . o n e  c o u ld  
n o t f a i l  to  b e  in f lu e n c e d  by  h is  d e te r m in a t io n  
a n d  o p t im is m  th a t w e  c o u ld  t a c k l e  m y s t i fy in g  
q u e s t io n s .

H e m a d e  m e fee l a s  i f  w c  w e r e  w r i t in g  o u r  ow n  
c re a t io n  s to r y ,  w h ic h , in  a s e n s e ,  w c d id .

In  th e  o ld  d a y s , it  w a s  th o u g h t  th a t  th e  a p p a r ­
e n t  d e s ig n  o f  t i e  c o s m o s  m e a n t  th e re  h a d  to  b e  a 
d e s ig n e r  a G od . T o d a y , s c i e n t i s t s  i n s t e a d  p o in t 
to  th e  la w s  o f  p h y s ic s .  T h e s e  la w s  h a v e  a n u m b e r  
o f  s t r i k in g  l i f e - e n g e n d e r in g  p r o p e r t i e s .  T a k e  th e  
a m o u n t  o f  m a tte r  a n d  e n e r g y  in  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  the  
d e l ic a te  r a t i o s  o f  th e  f o r c e s ,  o r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
s p a t ia l  d im e n s io n s .

P h y s ic i s t s  h a v e  d is c o v e r e d  th a t  i f  y o u  tw e a k  
th e s e  p r o p e r t ie s  e v e r  s o  s l i g h t ly ,  it r e n d e rs  th e  
u n iv e rs e  l i f e le s s .  It a lm o s t f e e ls  a s  i f  th e  u n iv e rs e  
is  a f ix  -  e v e n  a b ig  o n e .

B u t w h e r e  do  th e  la w s  o f  p h y s ic s  c o m c  f ro m ?  
F ro m  A lb e r t  E in s te in  to  H a w k in g  in h is  e a r l i e r  
w o rk ,  m o s t  2 0 th - c e n t u r y  p h y s i c i s t s  r e g a r d e d  
th e  m a th e m a ti c a l  r e la t io n s h i p s  th a t  u n d e r l i e  th e  
p h y s ic a l  la w s  a s  e te r n a l  t r u th s .

In th i s  v ie w , th e  a p p a r e n t  d e s ig n  o f  th e  c o s ­
m o s  is  a m a tte r  o f  m a th e m a t i c a l  n e c e s s i ty .  T h e  
u n iv e r s e  i s  th e  w a y  it  is  b c c a u s c  n a tu re  h a d  no 
c h o ic e .

A ro u n d  th e  tu rn  o f  th e  2 1 s t c e n tu r y ,  a d i f f e r ­
e n t e x p la n a t io n  e m e r g e d . P e r h a p s  w c l iv e  in  a 
m u l t i v e r s e ,  a n  e n o rm o u s  s p a c e  t h a t  s p a w n s  a 
p a tc h w o r k  o f  u n iv e r s e s ,  e a c h  w ith  i t s  o w n  k in d  
o f  B ig  B a n g  arid  p h y s ic s .  It w o u ld  m a k e  s e n s e ,  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  f c r  a f e w  o f  th e s e  u n iv e r s e s  to  b e  
l i f e - f r ie n d ly .

H o w e v e r ,  so o n  s u c h  m u l t iv e r s e  m u s in g s  g o t  
c a u g h t  in  a s p i i a l  o f  p a ra d o x e s  a n d  no  v e r i f ia b le  
p r e d ic t io n s .

T u r n in g  c o s m o lo g y  i n s i d e  o u t
C a n  w e  d o  b e t te r ?  Y e s , H a w k in g  and  1 f o u n d  

o u t ,  b u t  o n ly  by  r e l i n q u i s h in g  th e  id e a , i n h e r ­
e n t in  m u l t iv e r s e  c o s m o lo g y , th a t  o u r  p h y s ic a l  
t h e o r i e s  c a n  ta k e  a G o d ’s - c y c  v ie w , a* i f  s ta n d in g  
o u ts id e  th e  e n t i r e  c o s m o s .

I t  is  an  o b v io u s  a n d  s e e m in g ly  ta u to lo g ic a l  
p o in t :  c o s m o lo g ic a l  th e o ry  m u s t a c c o u n t fo r  th e  
f a c t  th a t  w e  e x is t  w i th in  th e  u n iv e r s e .  “ W e a rc  
no t a n g e ls  w h o  v ie w  th e  u n iv e r s e  f ro m  th e  o u t ­
s id e .”  H a w k in g  to ld  m e . " O u r  th e o r i e s  a rc  n e v e r  
d e c o u p le d  f ro m  u s ."

W c s e t  o u t  to  r e th in k  c o s m o lo g y  fro m  a n  o b ­
s e r v e r ' s  p e r s p e c t iv e .  T h is  r e q u i r e d  a d o p tin g  th e  
s tr a n g e  r u le s  o f  q u a n tu m  m e c h a n ic s ,  w h ic h  g o v ­
e r n s  th e  m ic r o w o r ld  o f  p a r t i c l e s  a n d  a to m s .

A c c o r d in g  to  q u a n tu m  m e c h a n ic s ,  p a r t i c l e s  
c a n  b e  in  s e v e r a l  p o s s ib l e  l o c a t i o n s  a t th e  sa m e  
t im e  a p r o p e r ty  c a l l c d  s u p e rp o s i t io n .  I t is  o n ly  
w h e n  a  p a r t i c l e  is  o b s e rv e d  th a t  i t  ( ra n d o m ly )  
p ic k s  a  d e f i n i t e  p o s i t io n .  Q u a n tu m  m e c h a n ic s  
a l s o  in v o lv e s  r a n d o m  ju m p s  a n d  f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  
su c h  a s  p a r t i c le s  p o p p in g  o u t  o f  e m p ty  s p a c e  a n d  
d is a p p e a r in g  a g a in .

In a q u a n tu m  u n iv e r s e ,  t h e re f o re ,  a ta n g ib le  
p a s t a n d  f u tu r e  e m e rg e  o u t o f  a h a z e  o f  p o s s ib i l i ­
t i e s  b y  m e a n s  o f  a c o n t in u a l  p r o c c s s  o f  o b s e r v ­
in g . S u c h  q u a n tu m  o b s e r v a t io n s  d o n 't  n e e d  to  b e  
c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  h u m a n s . T h e  e n v iro n m e n t o r  e v e n  
a s in g l e  p a r t i c le  c a n  " o b s e r v e ” .

C o u n t le s s  s u c h  q u a n tu m  a c ts  o f  o b s e r v a t io n  
c o n s t a n t ly  t r a n s f o r m  w h a t  m ig h t  b e  in to  w h a t  
d o e s  h a p p e n , th e r e b y  d r a w in g  th e  u n iv e r s e  m o re  
f i r m ly  in to  e x is te n c e .  A nd  o n c e  s o m e th in g  h a s  
b e e n  o b s e r v e d ,  a l l  o th e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  b e c o m e  
i r r e le v a n t .

We d is c o v e r e d  th a t  w h en  lo o k in g  b a c k  a t th e  
e a r l i e s t  s ta g e s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  th r o u g h  a q u a n ­
tu m  l e n s ,  t h e r e 's  a d e e p e r  l e v e l  o f  e v o lu t io n  
in  w h ic h  e v e n  th e  la w s  o f  p h y s ic s  c h a n g e  a n d  
e v o lv e ,  in  s y n c  w 'ith  th e  u n iv e r s e  th a t is  ta k in g  
s h a p e . W h a t ’s m o r e , t h i s  m e ta - e v o lu t io n  h a s  a 
D a r w in ia n  f la v o r .

V a r i a t i o n  e n t e r s  b e c a u s e  r a n d o m  q u a n tu m  
j u m p s  c a u s e  f r e q u e n t  e x c u r s io n s  f ro m  w h a t ’s 
m o s t  p r o b a b le .  S e le c t io n  e n t e r s  b c c a u s c  s o m e  
o f  th e s e  e x c u r s io n s  c a n  b e  a m p l i f ie d  a n d  f ro z e n ,  
th a n k s  to  q u a n tu m  o b s e rv a t io n .

T h e  in te r p la y  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  c o m p e t in g  
f o rc e s  -  v a r ia t io n  a n d  s e le c t io n  in  th e  p r im e v a l 
u n iv e r s e  p r o d u c e d  a  b r a n c h in g  t r e e  o f  p h y s ic a l  
la w s .

T h e  u p s h o t  i s  a p r o fo u n d  re v is io n  o f  th e  f u n ­
d a m e n ta ls  o f  c o s m o lo g y .  C o s m o lo g is t s  u s u a l ly  
s ta r t  b y  a s s u m in g  la w s  a n d  in i t ia l  c o n d i t io n s  th a t 
e x is te d  a t th e  m o m e n t o f  t h e  B ig  B a n g , th e n  c o n ­
s id e r  h o w  to d a y ’s u n iv e r s e  e v o lv e d  f ro m  th e m . 
B u t w c s u g g e s t  th a t  th e s e  la w s  a r e  th e m s e lv e s  
th e  r e s u l t  o f  e v o lu t io n .

D im e n s io n s , f o rc e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c ic  s p c c ic s  t r a n s ­

m u te  a n d  d iv e r s i f y  in  th e  fu rn a c e  o f  th e  h o t  B ig  
B a n g  s o m e w h a t  a n a lo g o u s  to  h o w  b io lo g ic a l  
s p e c ie s  e m e r g e  b i l l io n s  o f  y e a r s  la t e r  a n d  a c ­
q u i r e  th e ir  e f f e c t iv e  fo rm  o v e r  t im e .

M o re o v e r, th e  r a n d o m n e s s  in v o lv e d  m e a n s  th a t 
th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th is  e v o lu t io n  th e  s p e c i f ic  se t 
o f  p h y s ic a l  la w s  th a t  m a k e s  o u r  u n iv e r s e  w h a t it 
is  c a n  o n ly  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  r e t r o s p e c t .

In  so m e  s e n s e ,  th e  e a r ly  u n iv e r s e  w a s  a s u ­
p e r p o s i t io n  o f  a n  e n o rm o u s  n u m b e r  o f  p o s s ib l e  
w o rld s .  B u t w e a re  lo o k in g  a t th e  u n iv e r s e  to d a y  
a t a tim e  w h e n  h u m a n s , g a la x ie s  a n d  p la n e ts  e x ­
i s t .  T h a  m e a n s  w e  s e e  th e  h is to r y  th a t  le d  to  o u r  
e v o lu t io n .

We o b s e rv e  p a ra m e te r s  w ith  “ lu c k y  v a lu e s " .  
B u t w e i r e  w ro n g  to  a s s u m e  th e y  w e re  so m e h o w  
d c s ig n c .1 o r  a lw a y s  l ik e  th a t.

T h e  t r o u b l e  w ith  t im e
T h e  c ru x  o f  o u r  h y p o th e s is  is  t h a t ,  r e a s o n in g  

b a c k w a rd  in  t im e ,  e v o lu t io n  to w a rd s  m o re  s i m ­
p l ic i ty  a nd  l e s s  s t r u c tu r e  c o n t in u e s  a l l  th e  w ay . 
U lt im a te ly ,  e v e n  t im e  a n d .  w ith  i t .  th e  p h y s ic a l  
la w s  fad e  a w a y .

T h is  v ie w  is  e s p e c ia l ly  b o rn e  o u t  o f  th e  h o ­
lo g r a p h ic  fo rm  o f  o u r  th e o ry .  T h e  “ h o lo g r a p h ic  
p r in c ip le ”  in  p h y s ic s  p r e d ic ts  th a t  j u s t  a s  a h o ­
lo g r a m  a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  th r e e  d im e n s io n s  w h en  
it  is  in  f a c t e n c o d e d  in  o n ly  tw o  d im e n s io n s ,  th e  
e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  e n t i r e  u n iv e r s e  i s  s im i l a r ly  e n ­
c o d e d  on  an  a b s t r a c t ,  t im e le s s  s u r fa c e .

H a w k in g  a n d  1 v ie w  t im e  a n d  c a u s a l i t y  a s  
“ e m e r g e n t  q u a l i t i e s ” , h a v in g  n o  p r i o r  e x i s ­
te n c e  bu t a r i s in g  f ro m  th e  in te r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  
c o u n t le s s  q u a n tu m  p a r t i c le s .  I t 's  a  b i t  l ik e  how  
te m p e r a tu re  e m e r g e s  f ro m  m a n y  a to m s  m o v in g  
c o l l e c t i v e ly ,  e v e n  th o u g h  n o  s in g l e  a to m  h a s  
te m p e r a tu re .

O n e  \ e n tu r e s  b a c k  in  tim e  b y  z o o m in g  o u t  a n d  
ta k in g  a f u z z ie r  lo o k  a t  th e  h o lo g r a m . E v e n tu a l ly ,  
h o w e v e r, o n e  lo s e s  a l l  in f o r m a tio n  e n c o d e d  in  th e  
h o lo g ra m . T h is  w o u ld  b e  th e  o r ig in  o f  t im e  • th e  
B ig  B ang .

F o r  a lm o s t  a  c e n tu r y ,  w e  h a v e  s tu d i e d  th e  
o r ig in  c f  th e  u n iv e r s e  a g a in s t  th e  s ta b le  b a c k ­
g r o u n d  o f  im m u ta b l e  la w s  o f  n a tu r e .  B u t o u r  
t h e o ry  re a d s  th e  u n iv e r s e 's  h is t o r y  f ro m  w i th in  
a n d  a s  one  th a t i n c lu d e s ,  in  i t s  e a r l i e s t  s ta g e s ,  
th e  g e n e a lo g y  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  la w s . It i s n ' t  th e  
la w s  a s  s u c h  b u t th e i r  c a p a c i ty  to  t r a n s m u te  th a t  
h a s  th e  f in a l  w o rd .

F u tu re  c o s m o lo g ic a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  m a y  f in d  
e v id e n c e  o f  t h is .  F o r  in s t a n c e ,  p r e c is io n  o b s e rv a ­
t io n s  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n a l  w a v e s  -  r ip p le s  in  th e  f a b r ic  
o f  s p a c c t im c  m a y  r e v e a l  s ig n a tu r e s  o f  so m e  o f  
th e  e a r ly  b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  I f  s p o t t e d .  
H a w k in g 's  c o s m o lo g ic a l  f in a l e  m a y  w e l l p ro v e  
to  b e  h is  g r e a t e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  le g a c y .

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )
I  T h e  • ju th o r  is  p r o fe s s o r  o f  t h e o r e t ic a l  p h y s ic s  
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*6 lrthday Forecast’
Moon semi squire Mas on your solar return chart and mil gr«e good revits 
The re will bean increase in posit Ire domestic environ ment.Youwilget fulsup- 
port of your relatives ardwell wtthers. You vwl (eel more energe*c andpow <rU 
in the matters of people to people contact. You rill get a job otter much to your 
Mting. You wui do each worti wtth Mi sincerity, hard wen* andretpont e>fcty and 
mu alto get the desired resets Your business wH prosper and flourish You 
will alto focus your attention on future goals. There is poss* t* Sty of a change 
of business wtxh yot wU haw in mind. There wli be mutual understand'■g 
between hutband and rife. There rill be profit in your buvness and your seH 
confidence rill improw magically.

'This week for you’
Arlos : (March 2 1 - April 20) 1 it going to be a fantatlic week. You van 

be mcving forward on your path of progress. New job'buslnett 
offers will come to you. You rill keep performing exceptional.̂  

. well la your job Your butness wit a so bring you lot of profit
You rill atso dominate at your workplace. You rill put aside 
your regatirity and make good progress. You wtfhar>«e things 
positkety and w«h a purpose You wli be moving ahead rith a 

»• definiepurposeinyourwork.Yeurillaisomeetaspeeialperson 
who wii be of great importance for you. You rill alto work f reefy 
andgetcooperatcnofonoandall You wit alto plan to visit your 
■n-lMsptace.Yourill have money in your handtospend lavishly 
on bunng house hold items

Taurus: (April 21 • May 21)The wee* wil befavoraWe. You wit havegamt 
and pofits in business. You r i l  atso get a phone call from your 
boss fouwuibelns plred by ne teed backthatyougelaboutyour 

r  perlomanc* AprcmcflonorchangecijobiiindicatedYouriit 
ha»* b*ng feelings for your Me partner. In a conversation with 
your batty members, ycu are Milng to touch core issues that 
mattei* most to al of you. There wil be good change of ideat. 
You * 1  also do your worit peacefully. You rid bring the situation 
Inyvw w*hyvu» |MII>n»*>diz««<Uj«!ivv Student* iiwntie 
for success wil be hard work and dedeation. You wH also plan 
to go w a holiday trip rith your famty

Gomlnl: (May 2 2 - Juno 21) Theweekltlndeatlngtuccettforyou You 
wil feet mentallyrelaxed. Your work rill get completedwith ease 
You will have feelings of tolerance towards other persons. You 
wil be sooaly active and win perform node deeds You win 

A /  also conate scene money or food items to a charitabWtocial 
S t y  organtutcn love b*ds wil have a wonderful time The* days 

wil be spent eibHs and joy. But tome hurtfes may arise In your 
domeitc life. Your relations coUd get hit and you may have to 
do a let of talking rith your loved o nes to put things in the right 
perspectve. But you rill manage to have the final say. Students 
wil git success In exams You rill alto be successful in your 
butmtss ventures.

Cancor : (June 22 - July 22) It is going to be an auspicious week. You 
wil perchaso new items for your home uto. You win have lov­
ing relations rith your life partner. Love birds also wil have a 
great riie and they rill relish Ihe company of each other Your 
siWdft * i g*o you lot of respect and rill also utten to wtiat 
you hive to suggest You r i l  get a pleasant surprise as a very 
imp. r ng person rill meet you You wil not thow much emotent 
and Mil reman reserved in your dealings wfh others No one 
wil be able to defeat you. in your worfcbusinets. Those who are
smgCerillgttmamageproposatsYourengagemcntreiatedtalks
coiid material i*. You rill also search tor a new job You wil get 
success in yourettoitt 

Loo: (July 23 - August 23)You r wot* related lo property wil move m the 
right firecton You rill read documents very carefuHy betore 
ti^rvrg them You rill alto take the help of a legal expert in tfet 
regard A good news wil Wt your spirits and you rill have a sign 
of relaf. You wil have excess work to do but your income r il 
be go>d Students wil dear examsimteiviews. Thote who are 
pb«v>g to go abroad for higher studet or job can take a final 
dec«bn In th « regard. You wil have no shortage of money. Some 
of you workwii remain incomplete. You rill experence Joy and 
bWs h your personal relations. At workplace, you riM have the 
tuppcrt of your seniors and coleagues 

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22) It it a week which rill bring you lot 
of benefits. You will getwondeeful resUtsfrcm the work you hare 

( 4 /  done earter You wil get promoted in your job. You ml remain 
n m *  emotonaltyctotetoyour life partner. IWshewll inspire you a lot
ly V  . You wfi be movrig on the pan to progress Some hoaihittues

may arise h Pie family. You rill tackle it wel. This week you wil 
be involved m your work and but*ms You rill get a chance 
to meet lot of pecffe. Your interactions wn (rove beneficial for 
you. A situ at on may arise where you may be requred to take 
a tough docdlon In your business However, I rill only benefit 
you . You wil have no shortage cf money You wil do al wort of 
charity and welfare win a pride.

Libra : (Septombor 23 - October 23) This week row wil get mixed 
resUts. Youwilh**e some tens ions in your jcbftu sine ss.Asitu- 
aten may arise where you be roquired te ret*gn from your 
job. You wiH do so without hesitation as you pride comes first 
before other things. You value honesty, chancter and moralty 
motlmyourMe Andwilncvercomprc«vtewthyourponc<>les 
Your friends and family members will be with you You rill abo 
have good undcrstandi ng with your He partne i Your in vettnentt 
riOgwo you stow return. You need to curtail your ex pen set at 
your financial budget may bother you a lot

Scorpio : (Octobor 24 - November 22)ltitgoingtobeawondert.4 
week. You wil think of increasing your income and win get suc­
cess too in this regard. You ail work wlh a bt of passion. You 
r ill alto not compromise on your qualty of work You are very 

y  y much concerned aboul your reputatcn. You viHiiso get prof4s 
W lJ '  from Ng business contracts. Whatever wort you win do. you 

r ill be able to get it completed rith the cooperaton of one and 
^  J  all. You wil keep yourself busy in work, if you war* to hire new

employees for your work, you may do so. You riu get pleasant 
news from your loved ones Lovemates rill enjoy Ihe company 
of each oner You rill welcome guests al ycur house You wi 
alto get a pfeatant news wt»ch wil please y«u

Sagittarius : (November 23 • Docombor 21)TM week you r i l  bo
having gains ki property shares and in business. Favorable 
ffaccmert cf Jupiter and Mars >t indicating i« of success You 
win be oversl doing wOl In your joO. business and career. New 
doors cf opporturvty and growth are opening up for you. You w II 
seean increase in prosperity in your He You rill ccme in contact 
rif t new persons. Students rill get suctest in compettions 
departmental tests and job related exams Ycu wia aho enjoy a 
wonderiJ love l/e. You wllgiveatten ton to ytur life partner and 
tamiytoo. Peace and harmony wlilrema n infanily re la Ions. You 
w»n achieve the targets at you have already pbnned Those who 
are love relations for a long time rill plan to get marred.

Capricorn: (December 22 • January 20)Achance tncounter rill lead 
to semenhg very exciting your life. You rill get involved in 
a very warm and fuBling rtiaacnthip wilh a person cf refined 
taste who comet al of a tudden Ike a whiff ef Iresh »t In your 

^ .  We. You rill also be serious about your studies and career. A 
. general progress is indcatcd in ad the areas of your ife. You 

win be surrounded by your acknrets and wet withers. You wil 
M ”  have no shortage of money You rill plan to buy a house, flat 

or Land If you are an owner of a house, ycu wil (fan to take 
its rcnovatcn You rill alto spend your tlmehapply win your 
tamiy members www

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)You rillexcel in your work this 
week There are chances of tome speoal targets bong achieved 
Ycu wil do tome exceptional wort in your field. You rill make 
notable progress n your jotnbutinets You wu alto makea good 
business presentation to your clents. You rill do wonderfully 
wel and ria be accesstte to one and all You rill be diplomatic 
nut you MU meet your ends well, You r i l  mjoy a wcnderfirf 
love Ite. There rill be sweetness in marital relations. You wli 
remain careful In money matters Your financial position rill bo 
stronger. You wil help your relatives and friends.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)TNsweckyourtusnesswilprogress 
and prosper on right Erection. You wil atsc get a good news 
regardeig promotion in your job. You wil risohe your family 
matters rith a proper tact and hantfing Yeu r i l  be awe to 
attract peofie to you w*h your dynamc approach and ninkmg 

. You wil make your presence Wt everywhere Studerts wil get 
admission in institutes of their choice You wil have nice bond- 
ing and understanang wfh your Me partner. Your spouse wli 
cooperate rith you. Ycu rill understand ths demands of ne 
situation and fcim Bin imeotiJbla thino* Into possible Yeu wil 
have personal independence, as a resud your personality wli 
bloom You rill earn weti in excess of what aw your needs You 
riB save money for ne rainy days.

The eco-friendly appeal 
of dry flower jewellery

Bv N . l .o th u n K b e n i  H u m ts o e

I n r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  s u s ta in a b i l i t y  h a s  b e c o m e  an 
in c r e a s in g ly  im p o r ta n t  is s u e  in  th e  f a s h io n  
in d u s t ry .  C o n s u m e r s  a re  now  m o re  a w a re  o f  

th e  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  im p a c t  o f  th e i r  p u r c h a s in g  d e ­
c is io n s  a n d  a rc  s e e k in g  o u t  e c o - f r ie n d ly  o p tio n s .  
O n e  s u c h  o p t io n  th a t  h a s  g a in e d  p o p u la r i ty  in  th e  
f a s h io n  w o rld  is  d r y  f lo w e r  j e w e l le r y .

D ry  f lo w e r  je w e l l e r y  is  m a d e  b y  p r e s e r v ­
in g  f lo w e r s  in  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  fo rm ,  w ith o u t  
th e  u se  o f  c h e m ic a l s  o r  d y e s . T h e  f lo w e r s  
a rc  c a r e f u l ly  s e le c te d  a n d  d r ie d ,  th e n  a r ­
ra n g e d  a n d  s e t  in  j e w e l l e r y  p i e c e s .  T h is  
p r o c c s s  c r e a t e s  u n iq u e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  a c ­
c e s s o r ie s  th a t  a re  b o th  s u s ta in a b le  a n d  
e c o - f r ie n d ly .

“ O n e  o f  th e  m a in  a p p e a l s  o f  
d r y  f l o w e r  j e w e l l e r y  i s  i t s  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  U n l ik e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  j e w e l l e r y ,  w h ic h  
o f te n  r e l i c s  on  th e  m in in g  
o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta l s  a n d  
g c m s to n c s .  d r y  f lo w e r
j e w e l l e r y  u se s  n a tu r a l
a n d  r e n e w a b le  m a te r i ­
a ls .  T h e  f lo w e r s  u se d  
in  th e  j e w e l l e r y  a rc  
g ro w n  a n d  h a rv e s te d  
in  a s u s ta in a b le  m a n ­
n e r .  w i th o u t  th e  u se  
o f  h a r m f u l  c h e m i ­
c a l s  o r  p e s t i c i d e s .
T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  d r y  
f lo w e r  j e w e l l e r y  h a s  
a m u c h  l o w e r  e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l  im p a c t  
th a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  j e w ­
e l l e r y , ' '  L a t i k a  K a ­
p o o r .  H e a d  o f  S ty l in g .
M a rc h  by  F S  L if e ,  to ld  
I A N S  l i f e .

A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  th e  p r o ­
d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  o f  d r y  
f l o w e r  j e w e l l e r y  i s  m u c h  
m o r e  e n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  th a n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  j e w e l l e r y  m a k in g .
T h e  f l o w e r s  a r e  a i r - d r i e d ,  w h ic h  
r e q u i r e s  n o  a d d i t io n a l  e n e r g y  in p u t .

T h e  je w e l l e r y  is  th e n  c r a f t e d  by  h a n d , f u r ­
th e r  r e d u c in g  th e  e n e r g y  n e e d e d  to  c r e a te  e ac h  
p ie c e .

A n o th e r  b e n e f i t  o f  d r y  f l o w e r  j e w e l l e r y  is 
th a t  i t  i s  b io d e g r a d a b l e .  T r a d i t i o n a l  je w e l l e r y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  m a d e  f ro m  n o n - b io d c g r a d a b lc  
m a te r ia l s  l ik e  p la s t ic  a n d  m e ta l ,  c a n  ta k e  h u n ­
d r e d s  o f  y e a r s  to  b re a k  d o w n  in  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.  
In  c u i i t ia M , d iy  f low C I j c w c l l c iy  w ill  d c c u m p o s c  
n a tu ra l ly  a n d  r e tu rn  to  th e  e a r th ,  l e a v in g  no  h a rm ­
fu l w a s te  b e h in d .

" D r y  f lo w e r  j e w e l l e r y  a l s o  o f f e r s  a u n iq u e  a n d  
n a tu ra l  a e s th e t ic  th a t  is  in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u la r  in 
th e  fa s h io n  w o r ld . T h e  d e l ic a te  a n d  in t r ic a t e  p a t ­
t e rn s  o f  th e  f lo w e r s  c r e a te  a o n e - o f - a - k in d  lo o k  
th a t c a n n o t  be  r e p l i c a te d  b y  t r a d i t io n a l  j e w e l le r y  
m a te r ia ls .  E a c h  p ie c e  o f  d r y  f lo w e r  j e w e l le r y  is  a 
w o rk  o f  a r t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  n a tu ra l  b e a u ty  o f  th e  
w o rld  a ro u n d  u s ."  a d d s  M il in d  M a th u r .  D ir e c to r .  
K o h in o o r  J e w e l le r s  A g ra .

M o re o v e r, th e  u s e  o f  d ry  f lo w e rs  in  je w e l le r y  
m a k in g  c a n  a l s o  p r o m o te  s u s t a in a b i l i t y  in  th e  
f lo r a  i n d u s t ry .  F lo w e r s  a rc  o f te n  d is c a r d e d  
a f t e r  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  b o u q u e t s  o r  
e v e n ts ,  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  w a s te  a n d  e n v i ro n m e n ­
ta l p o l lu t io n . B y  r e p u r p o s in g  th e s e  f lo w e r s  fo r  

j e w e l l e r y  m a k in g , th e y  c a n  b e  g iv e n  a 
s e c o n d  l i f e  a n d  th e i r  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  

im p a c t  c a n  b e  m in im is e d .
F u r th e r m o re ,  th e  u s e  o f  d ry  

f lo w e r s  in  je w e l l e r y  m a k in g  
c a n  a l s o  h a v e  a p o s i t i v e  

im p a c t  o n  m e n ta l  h e a l th .  
S tu d ie s  h a v e  s h o w n  th a t 
e x p o s u r e  to  n a tu r e  c a n

h a v e  a c u lm in g  e f f c e t  on
th e  m in d  a n d  b o d y , r e ­
d u c in g  s t r e s s  a n d  p r o ­
m o tin g  r e la x a t io n .

B y  w e a r in g  j e w e l ­
le r y  m a d e  f ro m  n a tu ­
r a l  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  
f lo w e r s ,  i n d iv id u a ls  
c a n  b r i n g  a  p i e c e  
o f  n a tu re  w ith  th e m  
w h e r e v e r  t h e y  g o  
a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  th e se  
c a l m i n g  e f f e c t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  d a y .

T h e  d e m a n d  f o r  
s u s ta in a b le  f a s h io n  is  

o n ly  e x p e c te d  to  g ro w  
in th e  c o m in g  y e a r s ,  and  

d r y  f lo w e r  j e w e l l e r y  is  
p o is e d  to  b e c o m e  a  m a jo r  

p la y e r  in  th e  in d u s t ry . N ot 
o n ly  d o c s  it o f f e r  a s u s t a in ­

a b le  a l t e r n a t iv e  to  t r a d i t io n a l  
j e w e l l e r y  m a te r i a l s ,  b u t  it a l s o  

p r o v id e s  a u n iq u e  a n d  n a tu ra l  a e s ­
th e t i c  th a t  i s  i n c r e a s in g ly  so u g h t  a f te r  

b y  c o n s u m e r s .
In c o n c lu s io n ,  it  o f f e r s  a  s u s ta in a b le  a n d  b e a u ­

t i f u l  a l te r n a t iv e  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  j e w e l l e r y  m a te r i ­
a ls .  I t is  v e r s a t i l e ,  b io d e g r a d a b l e ,  a n d  p r o v id e s  a 
u n iq u e  a n d  n a tu ra l  a e s th e t ic  th a t  i s  in c r e a s in g ly  
p o p u la r  in  th e  f a s h io n  w o r ld .

B y  p 'o m o t i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  r e d u c in g  
e n v i ro n m e n ta l  im p a c t ,  d r y  f lo w e r  j e w e l l e r y  is  
|iu iM ’d lu  U cuuillc  a m a ju i p la y c i  in  llic  in d u M iy
a n d  a f a v o u r i te  a m o n g  e c o - c o n s c io u s  c o n s u m e r s .  
( I  A N S I  ife )
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Government and the ADCs vis-a-vis the 
Constitution 125th Amendment Bill 2019

“Peace is a journey o fa  thousand miles 
and it must be taken one step at a time. ” 

— L y iiUo ii B. Johnson

The Shillong Times
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Exit o f  big notes
BETTER laic than never! The halt to circulation 
o f  Rs 2000 currency notes, announced by RBI 
this past week was in the pipeline. For, a wrong 
decision taken under pressure in 2016 lived out 
its time before it was effectively rescinded in a 
quiet manner now. The very purpose o f  the note 
ban announced by Prime M inister N arendra 
Modi in November 2016 was majorly defeated 
by the flooding o f these highest denomination 
notes in the market. If  the principal aim  o f  the 
high-value currency note ban o f  Rs 500 and 
Rs 1,000 notes was to curb counterfeiting and 
black money hoarding, the introduction o f  the Rs 
2000 notes made these jobs easier for those who 
indulged in such notorious acts. The Pakistani 
angle was very pronounced too. For the govern­
ment and RBI. the printing o f  Rs 2000 notes was 
a m atter o f  urgency as banks and markets were 
starved o f  currency notes for circulation in the 
immediate aftermath o f  the notes ban. RBI says 
it had stopped the printing o f  the Rs 2000 notes 
by 2018-19 and that some 89 per cent o f  these 
notes had been released prior to March, 2017. 
This amounted to an admission that a wrong 
step had to be taken in the introduction o f  this 
high-value currency. Under these circumstances, 
the government and RBI would have been well- 
advised to lake one more risk and withdraw this 
currency long ago in the long-term interests o f 
the nation.

The nation needs to wait and see how the 
present scenario would pan out. Those ruling 
the black money market arc big sharks and they 
arc generally sm arter than those who man the 
governments in a massively corrupt nation. In 
2016. these sharks found several loopholes and 
exploited then  to their advantage. Many o f  them 
in a jiffy converted their hoarded money into 
gold by hurried o r even back-dated purchase 
o f  gold etc or by manipulations with banking 
managers, temple managements ctc. With the 
steady rise in prices o f  gold, those who pur­
chased gold then benefited hugely in the com ­
ing years. This time, a rule is that only 10 notes 
can be exchanged for other notes at a time in a 
bank: and rules are also in place wherein larger 
transactions in any deal would require quoting 
o f  PAN number. Those who resort to alterna­
tive means to unload the hoarded money would 
eventually be made to explain the source from 
which they made the money and they will have 
to pay the taxes thereof. The government is also 
m aking efforts sincc 2016 to encourage digital 
payment vis-a-vis currency transactions. Im­
pressively, this is happening now even in retail 
purchases. That is the ultimate way to check 
the m enace o f  counterfeit currency and black 
money hoarding.
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By  / /  / /  Mohrmen

Brewing a ‘Sha- saw’ 
in Shillong

By Sujil Kum ar M ohunty

Compensatory 
implementation 
of Roster System 

violates State 
Reserv ation Policy

Editor,
The Reservation Policy 

as per the Resolution dated 
January 12. 19’ 2 provided 
am ong o the r things. 40%  
reservation for Khasi Jaintia. 
40%  reservation for G aro, 
5%  rese rva tion  for o ther 
STs and SCs. a ul 15% un. 
reserved posts.

The most interesting de­
tail in the said Resolution is 
the concession alTorded to 
each o f  the above protected 
com m unity  in such eases 
when: n o c lig ib c  candidate 
can be rccruitedbecause the 
fraction o f  the posts as per 
the above percentage, is less 
than 0.5. Tliis ti'cans that if. 
in a pa rticu lar year, there 
arc tw o num bcrof posts for 
a particular cadre, then the 
fraction o f  those posts for 
Khasi Jaintia and Garo will 
be 40%  o f  the tw o posts, 
which com es to a fraction 
o f  0.8 each, which can be 
rounded ofT to I . meaning 
those two posts will each be 
allotted to  Garo and Khasi 
Jaintia. The frac io n o f  those 
two posts for Olhcr STs and 
SCs will be 5% o f  the two 
posts, which comes to a frac­
tion o f  0 .1, meaning no can­
didate will be  rccruited from 
this category. Thcdcficicncy 
for O ther will be carried over 
to the next year.

However, the Resolution 
prov ided  tha t concession 
may he made for any o f  the 
above protected community.

for a minimum fraction o f  
0.4 o f  the number o f  posts. 
Il: that community is under 
represented in that particular 
cadre for which the posts are 
advertised a s for exam ple, 
i f  in a  particular year, there 
is one post for a particular 
cadre. The fraction o f  that 
one post for K hasi-Jaintia 
and G aro  w ill be 40%  o f  
that one post, which will be
0.4 each. So, in such a case, 
concession will be made to 
that com m un ity  w h ich  is 
unde r-rep resen ted  in that
particular cadrc. meaning the 
post will go to cither Khasi 
Jaintia o r G aro. w hichever 
is under-represented and the 
deficiency for the other cat­
egories will be carried over 
to the next year. And if. in a 
particular year, the number 
o f  posts fo ra  particular cadre 
is 8 then tlic fraction o f  the 
eight posts for cach o f  the 
p rotected com m unity w ill 
be 3.2 for Khasi-Jaintia, 3.2 
for Garo and 0.4 for O ther 
STs and SCs. In such a case, 
there  w ould no rm ally  be 
a defic iency  fo r the O ther 
category that may be carried 
over to the next year, but if  
the O ther category is under 
represented in that particular 
cadre, that 0.4 fraction will 
be rounded o f f  to  I . meaning 
one post will go to the O ther 
category. T his w ill c reate 
deficiency from one o f  the 
other categories, which will 
be carried over to the next 
year.

Now. is this detail o f  the 
Resolution being taken into 
account by the Government 
e ven in the m idst o f  th is  
compensatory im plem enta­
tion. in cadres where Khasi
Jaintia or Others arc under 
represented?

For the m ajority  o f  the 
N orth Eastern states o f  the 
c oun try , the C onstitu tion  
125th A m endm ent Hill o f  
2019 which deals w ith re­
organising and empowering 
the District Councils, ought 
to  be a very crucial piece 
o f  legislation. The Bill was 
introduced to commemorate 
the seven tieth  anniversary 
o f  the R epublic  o f  India, 
and more importantly, it will 
have a significant impact on 
how the d is tric t councils , 
v illages, tow ns, and  citics 
in these hill states arc man­
aged in the future. While the 
Bill is a  crucial one. neither 
the sta te  governm ent, no r 
the district councils, or the 
general public have debated 
over it. Unfortunately, neither 
universities nor colleges have 
held a debate on the subject. 
E ven  the  s ta te 's  po litica l 
parties, both national and re­
gional. have not discussed the 
Bill o r its possible cITccts on 
the area i f  it becomes law. 

G overnm ent paw ing 
the Duck to  tlie  D istrict 

Councils 
’Flic Shillong Times issue 

dated April 25 reported that 
the governm ent has asked 
the three autonomous district 
councils to suggest recom­
m e n d a tio n s a nd  c h an g c s 
to  be inco rpo ra ted  in  the 
draft amendment to  the Sixth 
Schedule. Prestone Tynsong, 
the Deputy C h ic f  M inister 
in charge o f  District Council 
Affairs, w ho w as a profes­
sional d e b ate r d u rin g  the 
e lec tion  cam paign, has no 
suggestions to  incorporate 
into the Bill. One can also 
question if  he (o r any MP. 
M L A , o r M IX ', fo r tha t 
matter) even had the time to 
read the prospective law. Hie 
Minister in Charge o f  District 
C ounc il A ffa irs  d o c s not 
realise that the government 
is an equal stakeholder and 
has an important role to play 
in the proccss. The question 
is: why is the governm ent 
unable to organise a meeting 
betw een the Chiefs o f  the 
District Councils and mem­
bers o f  tlic public to debate at 
length on this very important 
legislation? What is the State
I aw  Department o r th<* State 
L aw  C om m ission  do ing?  
W hy d idn 't the government 
involve them too? O f  what 
use is the Department o f  Dis­
trict Council Affairs i f  it can 
do nothing when a concern 
about such important legisla­
tion is  raised?
T he th ree  AD Cs and  the ir 

contentions on the Bill 
Reports in the press give 

one an idea that one o f  the 
d isagreem ents that district 
councils have on the Bill is 
the introduction o f  a  village

M oreover, the  R eso lu ­
tion  p rov ides tha t in any 
particular year, the number 
o f  norm al vacancies plus 
the backlog vacancies that 
a re carried over for any o f  
the  above pro tec ted  com ­
m unities. shall not exceed 
90%  o f  the total vacancies. 
Is th is be ing  fo llow ed  in 
the midst o f  this compensa­
tory implementation o f  the 
Reservation policy? O r is it 
the case that in some recent 
recniitmcnt(s), 100%  o f  the 
vacancies w ere a llotted to 
one particular community?

Lastly, there is confusion 
prevailing over the provision 
o f  the  R esolution that the 
backlog vacancics shall be 
carried over for no more than 
one year. Docs that provision 
actually nullify any compen­
satory o r retrospective imple­
mentation? If  no, then what 
is the justification? W hat in 
that Resolution even allows 
for any retrospective imple­
m entation. w hen it clcarly 
p rov ides tha t no back log  
shall be taken into account 
for more than one year1? The 
High Court judgem ent dated 
April 05 .2022  instructed the 
government to implement a 
Roster System in the spirit o f  
the Reservation policy. This 
compensator)' im plem enta­
tion is opposite to  the spirit 
and  the p rov isions o f  the 
Resolution. The retrospec­
tive implementation should 
not even be a consideration 
at this point. Mas there been 
any ruling from the Court to 
make reparations or compen­
sation for the laxity in the 
past? No.

Yours etc., 
K itdor H. Blah.

Shillong

council, which they fear will 
d ilute the powers and func­
tions o f  the traJitional village 
administrative system  prac­
ticed in the stale. Point taken, 
but isn 't it immature for the 
A DCs to  just raise objections 
to a section o f the Bill with­
out offering any suggestions 
on the issues raised? The state 
docs have an existing Village 
Administrative System, but is 
it a perfect model o f  grass­
roots administration? There 
is still scope to improve the 
in stitu tion  o f the D orbar 
S hnong , and peo p le  w ho 
work with these organisations 
know  w here the gaps arc. 
H cncc, the government and 
the district councils should 
take this a s  an opportunity 
to  a d d re ss  these lacunae  
and present their case  with 
the conccmcd ministry. The 
o ther issue tint the District 
Councils in Meghalaya raised 
is that o f  the minor tribes in 
their respective areas, which 
a lso needs to be debated as 
the issue is not something that 
one can just wish away.
T he Bill a nd  em pow ering 
the village adm inistrative 

system 
The statement o f  objccts 

and reasons of the bill is d ear 
which is that here is a need 
to  relook at the provisions 
o f  the Sixth Schedule to the 
C o n s titu tio n , w hich  deal 
w ith adm inistration o f  the 
tribal areas in die states o f  As­
sam. Meghalaya. Mizoram, 
and Tripura through district 
councils and regional coun­
c ils. A lthough the councils 
w ere vested with legislative 
powers, their own sources o f  
taxation and even the power 
to  adm inister the ir  ju stice  
and administrative systems, 
there is a  need to re-examine 
the Schedule o f the Constitu­
tion. especially in light o f  the 
C onstitution iScvcnty-third 
Amendment) Act. 1992, and 
the C onstitution (Seventy- 
fou rth  A m endm en t) A ct. 
1992. It was observed that 
the two Acts, which arc not 
applicable to the Sixth Sched­
u le areas, have brought a 
considerable devolution o f  
powers to local bodies in the 
o the r parts o f the country 
in  com parison  w ith  local 
bodies in the Sixth Schedule 
areas. The Dorbar Shnongs 
are less empowered than the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 
which function in other parts 
o f  the country 

A dm inistration o f  u rban  
a re as in Ihe region 

Another v :ry  important 
section o f  the Bill is with re­
gards to the administration o f  
urban areas. Administration

Roster System  
Vrs Reservation 

Policy
Editor.
O n g o ing  through  se v ­

era l new s reports, a rticle s  
and letters to  editor o f  your 
esteem ed daily, it appears 
there is a  conflict betw een 
the Roster System and the 
c lause 2 o f  tie  tenns. rules 
and  conditions o f  the first 
a nd  o r ig in a l R e se rva tion  
Policy notified vide No. PER. 
222/71/1J8dated. 12th Janu­
ary 1972.

How can there be a ros­
ter system , when the terms 
and conditions o f  the above 
rese rva tion  policy c lcarly  
stipulated in clause 2 that, " If  
sufficient number o f  suitable 
candidates foi filling up the 
reserved vacancics arc  not 
a vaila b le  from  respective  
classcs in any canicular year, 
then such vacancics will be 
available to others" (means 
c ither qualified Garo o r Kha- 
si-Jaintia candidates), which 
a lso implies that i f  there arc 
no suitable or qualified Garo 
candidates, their quota should 
be filled up by the Khasi- 
Jaintia w ho are suitable and 
q u a lif ied  for such  vacant 
posts and vicc versa.

In the same clause it is 
stipu lated  that. “T he d e fi­
ciency in the ST and SC will 
be carried forward to next 
recruitm ent year bu t shall 
not be carried forw ard for 
more than a year and after ex­
piry o f  the second year these 
reservations (i.e., shortage 
o f  either Garo or Khasi and 
Jaintia ST) shall be treated 
ae ” Lapsed". T hese  term s 
and condition', arc simple to

o f  urban areas in Meghalaya 
is unclear as the Municipal is 
a  state subject. The Bill clears 
a ll doubts a s  it env isages 
keeping the administration o f  
urban areas under the District 
Councils. It is foreseen that 
within a period o f  one year 
from the date o f  commence­
ment o f  the Act, cach district 
council shall establish village 
councils for a village o r  a 
group o f  villages in the rural 
areas and municipal councils 
for an urban area or an ag­
glomeration o f  such urban ar­
eas in the district. As villages 
arc grow ing and the borders 
o f  some villages overlap with 
one another, it is imperative 
that these villages be treated 
a s one adm inistrative unit. 
This particular section o f  the 
Bill addresses that issue. The 
ease in point is Jowai, which 
is in reality a municipality in 
name only.

Direct funding to  the 
D istric t Councils 

It w as noted that there is 
curren tly  no prov ision  for 
the  F inance  C om m ission  
established pursuant in the 
A rticle 280 o f  the Constitu­
tion to provide separate funds 
for the autonomous District 
Councils in Sixth Schedule 
territories. As a result, the au ­
tonomous D istrict Councils 
have poor socio-econom ic 
infrastructure. The Bill would 
a m end A rtic le  280 o f  the 
C onstitution to  add  p rov i­
sions for increasing a  state’s 
consolidated fund to comple­
ment the District Councils' 
re so u rce s , in c lu d in g  v il­
lage councils and municipal 
councils in the tribal regions 
within the states covcrcd by 
the Sixth Schedule. It will, 
however, be on the basis o f  
the recommendations made 
by the Finance Commissions 
o f  tlic said states.

Increasing  the  s treng th  
o f the House 

Tlic Bills also sought to 
increase the strength o f  the 
Councils with the objective 
o f  im proving female repre­
sentation in these Councils: 
it also made provision for the 
governor to nominate female 
members to the House. The 
Bill also requires the intro­
duction o f  a provision in  the 
C onstitution prov id ing  for 
the disqualification ofclcctcd 
members on the grounds o f  
defection. The much-debated 
"barn armaloi" will com e to 
an end a s no more double 
m embership will be allowed 
in the future. The Bill envis­
ages that i f  an clcctcd mem­
ber o f  the D istrict Council 
is clcctcd to the Lok Sabha 
or the State Legislature his

understand. Then w hy did 
the High Level incumbents 
who are members o f  the meet 
while discussing the Roster 
System , cunningly avoided 
these  im p o rta n t c lau se s?  
W hat docs “ Lapse" mean in 
this clause? It means lhat the 
shortage o f  cither Khasi-Jain- 
tia or Garo against the vacan­
cics already advertised and 
filled up, the shortfall o f  ST 
Garo o r Khasi-Jaintia bccamc 
null and void o r invalid. It 
also means that the vacancics 
arc filled up equally by 40% 
G aro and 40%  Khasi-Jaintia 
candidates. So by hypothesis 
and m eaning o f  the term s 
o f  the  R eservation Policy 
pointed out above, all STs o f  
M eghalaya a rc  equally rep­
resented in the recruitment 
o f  any posts o r vacancics and 
there is no backlog at all.

According to m y view the 
question is where therc is any 
necessity o f  having a Roster 
System w hen w c are equally 
represented amongst the Garo 
ST and Khasi-Jaintia ST can­
didates as per the above terms 
and conditions which arc still 
in force? O r should the above 
notification and its terms and 
conditions be annulled and 
abrogated to pave the way for 
implementation o f  the Roster 
system which tantamount to 
abolition and cancellation o f  
the entire reservation policy. 
A s a result, therefore 80% 
should be an open competi­
tion for all STs in Meghalaya 
irrespective o f  rich or poor or 
who is more backward than 
other ST, the letter and spirit 
o f  the terms and conditions 
be abrogated and expunged
to pave the way for the Roster
system.

seat in the District Council 
shall becom e vacant a fte r  
the expiration o f  a period o f 
fourteen days from the date 
o f  publication o f  the declara­
tion in the G azette o f  India 
o r in the Official Gazette o f  
the State from where he has 
been clcctcd.

D istrict P lanning 
C om m ittee 

T he B ill a lso  req u ire s  
that cach  D istric t C ouncil 
establishes a D istrict P lan­
n ing Com mittee which will 
comprise members from the 
D istric t C ouncil'1 R egional 
Council, v illage council as 
w ell as from the municipal 
council. The role o f  the DPC 
is to  c rea te  a developm ent 
plan for the district as a  whole 
and also address other issues. 
It is also envisioned in the Bill 
that the Committee needs to 
be presented to the G overnor 
for his assent before it starts 
functioning.

l ire  role o f  th e  state 
The state government can-

iwit wash its hands o f  the nr-
tiviiicsofthc District Council, 
as the Department o f  District 
Council a ffairs is under the 
state government. In fact, the 
B ill a lso  envisages that the 
superintendence, d irection, 
and control o f  the prepara­
tion o f  electoral rolls for and 
the conduct o f  all elections to 
the District Council. Regional 
Council. VillagcCouncil.and 
Municipal Council is vested 
in a State Election Com mis­
sion appointed by the Gover­
nor for that state.

T he Bill needs extensive 
discussion 

The Constitution o f  India 
A mendment (One H undred 
and  T w en ty -fif th  A m end­
ment) Bill. 2019. will amend 
Article 280 o f the Constitution 
to a llow  the Finance C om ­
m ission  to  suggest actions 
to increase the Consolidated 
Fund o f  the States in o rder to 
supplement resources for the 
Sixth Schedule Autonomous 
Councils, V illage Councils, 
and  M unicipal Councils. It 
a lso  m oves to  changc  the 
n a m es o f  the  c u rrcn t a u ­
tonomous district councils to 
territorial councils. Addition­
ally. it aims to  increase the 
num ber o f  D istrict Council 
scats and reserve at least two 
o f  those scats for women. It 
a lso  seeks to  estab lish  the 
Territorial Council in placc o f  
the Autonomous Council and 
to  create the State Finance 
C om m issions in  the States 
having the Sixth Schedule. 
Therefore, the public needs 
to be made aware o f  the move 
to  amend this very important 
part o f  the Constitution after 
(he Bill has been thoroughly 
discussed.

Yours ctc,.
Svetlana Wankhar 

Via email

M eghalaya’s 
Reservation 

Policy
Editor,
A propos o f  W R Khar- 

lukhi's question. "W here in 
the Constitution docs it say 
that population is the criterion 
for determining the reserva­
tion policy?" it may be  re­
minded that the Gov ernment 
o f  India has been reserving 
posts in services for the SCs 
and STs based on the percent­
age  o f  those  co m m unities 
separately to the total popula­
tion o f  India as recorded in the 
decennial censuses.

A fter the 1951 ccnsus. 
15.05% o f  posts was reserved 
for SCs and 6.3%, for STs. 
A fter the 1961 ccnsus. 15% 
o f  p o s ts  w as  rese rved  for 
SCs and 7.5%  for STs. This 
continues till date, perhaps, 
as there has been no changc 
in the popula tion  o f  those 
c o m m u n itie s  to  th e  to ta l 
population o f  India respec­
tively. Reservation o f  posts 
for OBCs has been done on 
estimation o f  their population 
to the total population o f India 
a s their population is not col­
lcctcd by censuses.

H ad the G overnm ent o f  
M eghalaya followed the Cen­
tral Government method, they 
would not have had to  handle 
the present situation, which, 
w ho know s, may turn into 
a law and order problem in 
the future.

Yours ctc 
A. Pyrtuh.

Shillong-14

As the ocntlc light o f  Sun­
day morning filters through our 
curtains, and we find solace in 
the comforting embrace o f  our 
beloved cup o f  tea. let us pause 
and immerse ourselves in the 
enchantment o f  International 
Tea Day observed on May 
21 every \car. According to 
ancicnt talci. the wise Chinese 
Emperor Siicn Nung discov­
ered tea some 5.000 years ago 
when during a serendipitous 
moment, a solitaty leaf grace­
ful ly waflet iniothe emperor's 
simmering cauldron o f  water. 
To his astonishment, l>e noticed 
that this seemingly ordinary 
le a f  not only enhanced the 
flavour o f lie water but also 
bestowed tpon hint a revital­
izing energy, as if  awakening 
hissenses. Tlic re?* as we know 
is history.

The formal introduction o f  
tea to the Indian subcontinent 
cam e with the British, who 
were resolute in their endea­
vour to challenge China's tea
monopoly. Kccugiii/.iui: the
favourable Indian soil and 
w eather conditions for tea 
cultivation, they em barked 
on establishing tea gardens in 
the region. In 1776. English 
botanist. Sir Joseph Banks, 
advocated for tea cultivation 
in India. By 1780, Robert 
Kyd condictcd experiments 
with tea cultivation, using 
seeds f ro n  a consignm ent 
that purportedly arrived from 
China. A fe»v decades later, an 
intriguing (iscovery unfolded 
as Mr. Robert Bmcc stumbled 
upon wild «a plants flourishing 
in the scenic Upper Brahma­
putra Valley. In a noteworthy 
milestone, he first Indian tea 
from .Assam was sent to Eng­
land for public sale in the May. 
1823. Although the year 1972 
witnessed the separation o f  
Meghalaya from its Assamese 
roots, the b:»nd between these 
two states remains intricately 
woven, akin to an inseparable 
umbilical cord.

Tea, emerging as the second 
most quaffed elixir after water, 
holds a significance that sur­
passes mere refreshment. The 
burgconingtea culture that lias 
taken roots in Shillong beckons 
a profound exploration into its 
intricate so<io-cultural fabric.

One o f  ihe 20th century's 
most important political phi­
losopher John Rawls had said 
that “ if you want to judge the 
quality o f  a food culture don't 
look at its finest restaurants and 
best food. Look to its low-end. 
Look to  iLs itreet carts."

The burgeoning cafes that 
sprout like mushrooms in the 
charming town o f  Shillong do 
not give a rue  insight into the 
tea culture that breathes life 
into this land. These modern- 
day replicas, reminiscent o f  a 
po£-cok>nial era. often serve as 
symbols o f  social standing and 
distinction. While these fancy 
establishments may provide a 
temporary respite for tourists 
seeking solace, the numerous 
small sh a d s  scattered across 
Shillong in spite o f  evoking 
doubts regarding the quality 
o f  fare and lie meticulousncss 
o f  hygiene maintained within 
are (lie places to be. A non-na- 
live may easily be fooled into 
thinking atom  the quality- and 
genuineness o f  these places. 
But in reality, these places 
offer a wonderful sneak-peak 
into the so:io-cultural fabric 
o f  Shillong and m oreover 
North East

Throughout Shillong, the 
prevailing :lixir o f  choice is 
noiK* other lhan the renowned 
Red Tea. affectionately known 
as ’Sha-saw'. Its humble es­
sence is devoid o f  extrava­
gance. bearitg ad  istiiKt British 
charm as tie  tea leaves grace­
fully dancc within a kettle, 
nestled atop a bed o f  glowing 
charcoal. T.iis is tea in its pur­
est. most unadorned form. The 
allure o f  tlis tea variety lies 
in the scarcity o f  water that is 
predominant in Shillong. Its 
preparation demands little ef­
fort in cleansing the vessel, for 
it is a simple aftair. To enhance 
its humble diaractcr, a touch o f  
milk is introduced, carefully 
poured frail a tctra pack. It 
is worthy to note that milk is 
usually- not added in a boiled 
form. The use o f  charcoal fire 
serves as i testament to the 
profound connection with in­
digenous rrcthods. distancing 
oneself from tlic clamour o f 
moelem ga* stoves, a luxury- 
out o f  reaclt for many. Small 
stalls emerge effortlessly even 
in the harshest terrains, a testa­
ment to the simplicity o f  this 
cherished brew.

In the profound realm o f  
human existence, the conccpt 
o f  food as com m unication 
permeates the intricate tap­

estry o f  self-discovery and 
societal integration. It serves 
as a conduit for shaping one's 
unique identity and decipher­
ing the ir rightful niche in 
the intricate web o f  human 
connections. Food, in its sym­
bolic language, imparts subtle 
messages about social class, 
ethnic heritage, chosen way 
o f  life, and the multifaceted 
positions oik* assumes within 
the social fabric.

In the hills o f  Shillong, 
where lime ambles along at its 
own unhurried pace, the unas­
suming 'Sha-savv' takes on 
diverse forms under the gentle 
liandsoftlie Khasi. Jaintia. and 
Garo communities. Within the 
humble teacup, an array o f  
subtle nuances distinguishes 
one brew  from another a 
sprinkle o f  black pepper, a 
pinch ofdistinclion. weaving a 
tapestry o f  flavours that minor 
the essence o f  the land.

While the fragrant brew 
o f  Red Tea graces countless 
lc<i|>ut:«<H;iossoui vast nation, 
a hint o f  lemon often finds 
its way into the unassuming 
concoction, bestowing upon 
it a tantalizing tangy twist. 
Yet. in this comer o f  Shillong, 
where simplicity reigns and 
resources are scarce, such 
luxuries remain elusive to the 
common souls. Adding lemon 
juice is a distant dream, a cost­
ly indulgence reserved for the 
privileged few w ho tread the 
lofty paths o f affluence. For 
in a land besieged by rampant 
inflation, poverty's clutches, 
unemployment's grip, and the 
echocsofcliauvinistic fervour, 
the fanciful pleasures are but 
fleeting mirages, visible only 
to those unburdened by the 
harsh realities o f  the masses. 
Thus, the humble 'Sha-savv' 
continues to brew in the kitch­
ens o f  Shillong, unaffected by 
the whims o f  opulence.

There also emerges a no­
table tea variation in Shillong, 
gracing the quaint sweet shops 
predominantly managed by 
the entrepreneurial non-na­
tives hailing from Rajastltan. 
U ttar Pradesh, and Bihar. 
This tea variety bears a dis­
tinct identity, offering a more 
structured experience with an 
expanded menu. It incorpo­
rates a delightful blend o f  tea. 
milk, cardamom, and ginger, 
m eticulously com bined to 
elevate the taste and flavour. 
While this particular tea style 
may be prevalent in otl>er re­
gions o f  India. it isa  relatively 
recent addition to the social 
and cultural fabric ol'Shillong, 
bestowing upon it a fiesh and 
enticing allure.

In a paper titled "Interpret­
ing Contemporary Christiani­
ty; Global Processes and Local 
Identities". John Parratt pro­
vides insights into the unique 
characteristics o f  the North- 
East region o f India. Nearly 
tvvo-fifthsofprescnt-ii'iy India 
was never directly colonized 
by the British Empire.

India's North-East region 
stands apart from tltc rest o f 
the sub-continent. Its people, in 
contrail to tlic prcekiminantly 
Aryan-Dravidian population 
in the heartlands o f  India are 
ethnically Mongoloid and Aus- 
tro-Asiatic having migrated 
from the cast. Their languages 
belong to the Tibcto-Bumian/ 
Mon Khmer language group, 
distinct from Sanskrit. Cultur­
ally. despite some influence 
from the Indian sub-continent, 
the region sluires more simi> 
lariticsvvith East Asian cultures. 
Historically, it was never part 
o f  the major empires in the 
sub-continent and ltad limited 
involvement in tlx; Indian Con* 
grcss straggle for independence. 
Following India'sineiepcnelcnce 
in 1947. tlic region's ethnic, 
historical, and cultural differ­
ences were further reinforced 
by geographical isolation. Tliis 
isolation was cxaceibatcd by a 
narrow form ofcthno-centrism 
tliat view ed the I lindi-speaking 
‘Atyan’ tradition as the only- 
valid representation o f Indian- 
ness. Consequently, the region 
faced pressures to conform to 
the dominant ‘culture o f  the 
Hindi covv-bclt’duc to integra- 
tionist policies lhat persisted 
until relatively recently.

Though the blending o f  
milk into tea in Shillong may 
seem like a subtly- nuanced 
reality, it is the amalgamation 
o fa  non-native culture into die 
indigenous stronghold which 
is seeking to strive for purity in 
a world wliere physical bound­
aries can no longer stop the 
transfer o f  thoughts and ideas, 
thereby creating a new socio­
cultural milieu.

(The author can be reached 
at Mijitadma xmaiL a m )
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“Facts :ire stubborn, but sta tistics  

are more pliab le
—  M ark  T w ain

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
shim.<>x<:.tvi:m>av. may is . lory

H eritage turns to ashes
THE KJPGirls'Higher Secondary School, Mawkhar 
went up in flames thereby obliterating every bit of 
its 13 1 years old rich legacy. In 2001 the Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly building was similarly gutted 
because o f a slvort circuit. Thc reasons for the KJP 
School fire are not yet known but considering that 
it's largely a waoden structure even a small spark 
can start a fire. The timing at which the conflagra­
tion happened was also when the world was asleep 
and those in charge of fire tenders too would have 
taken time to respond. But having responded they 
were obstructed by thc narrow passage into thc 
school building premises and this has been thc story 
with fire tender*. In November 2019 a 117 year old 
church at Qualapatty areas was also reduced to ashes 
evidently because o f a short circuit, which is nearly 
always the culprit.

One by one Shillong’s legacy is going up in 
flames. We can never know what’s the next build­
ing that will turn into an inferno. I lowevcr, there are 
some things tha can be done but are not done in a 
systematic manner. Some years ago the Indian Na­
tional Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) 
with its headquarters in Delhi had. under the Presi­
dentship o f  (L)AH Scott Lyngdoh in collaboration 
with the State Government identified certain heritage 
buildings in Shillong to be maintained and restored 
so that they are adequately protected from fires 
through sustained maintenance. This effort somehow 
fell by the wayside. Today INTACH has become a 
Shillong-based elite club that has lost focus. Heri­
tage buildings don’t seem to feature on its agenda 
and yet heritage buildings o f which the Raj Bhavan 
is a significant one arc the characteristic features of 
Shillong. There are heritage buildings in Sohra and 
other places in the Stale which are lying in a state of 
disrepair. Thc question is what is INTACII doing 
if not what is their mandate?

It is time for the State Government to come up 
with an action plan to conserve these heritage build­
ings or what’s left o f them. Equally important is 
for the State Fire Service to reinvent itself to meet 
thc needs o f this heavily congested city. Knowing 
fully well that :hc fire tenders cannot acccss large 
parts of the localities, the Government ought to 
have got smaller vehicles that can maneuver their 
way into these narrow lanes and by-lanes to save 
lives and properties and above all history. That all 
the documents and books o f the School have also 
turned to ashes is a painful thought for those that 
set up the institution and gave their sweat and tears 
in building up its physical infrastructure and intel­
lectual wealth. Time for thc Government to review 
the State Fire Scrvice and comc up with a better 
response system.

Review of reservation policy: 
Is it possible or desirable?

W ith nearly all political 
parties having expressed sa t­
isfaction on the issue o f  thc 
implementation o f  the roster 
system  for jo b s , the issue 
that has raised a lot o f  fear 
and uncertainty over the last 
few months is almost over. 
I say almost bccausc thc is­
sue o f  reviewing reservation 
policy remains, spearheaded 
by only one  political party, 
with thc rest not keen to raise 
thc issue. And there is a good 
reason for that as well. There 
is a fear not ju st o f  creating 
inter-e thn ic  a n im osity  b e ­
tween the K hasi-Jaintia and 
the G aro. but a lso o f  putting 
at risk thc benefits that both 
c u rren tly  en jo y  under thc 
presen t policy. T hese  a rc  
very genuine concerns and 
the fear o f  both coming true 
is very high. Wc have already 
seen the conscquenccs o f  
mistrust playing out in M a­
nipur. A s for the second. I 
will discuss it in greater de­
tail in this article. But before
coming lo lluil, il will be fail
to understand the arguments 
made by those who are argu­
ing for a review.

Thc dem and for review ­
ing thc current reservation 
policy is based on the a rgu­
ment that the Khasi-Jaintia 
should have a higher share 
because o f  their larger share 
o f  the total tribal population 
(46%  as com pared to  31% 
o f  thc Garo). a s reported in 
thc  2 0 1 1 C ensus. T h is , it 
is a rgued , is  based  on  die 
Resolution o f  the Reserva­
tion Policy a s promulgated 
by thc G overnm ent o f  Me­
ghalaya on January 12.1972. 
In that resolution, it has been 
stated that "in pursuance o f  
C lause 4 o f  Art. 16 o f  the 
C o n stitu tio n  and  keeping  
in v iew  thc inadequacy o f  
representation o f  these com ­
munities in thc services un­
der thc autonomous State o f  
Meghalaya in term s o f  their 
population, consistent with 
tlie maintenance o f  efficiency 
in administration, the follow­
ing reservation shall be made 
o f  thc Scheduled Tribes and 
Scheduled C astes in posts 
and services in connection 
with the affairs o f  Meghalaya 
w hich a re  f illed  by d irec t 
recruitment", i.e., 40%  each 
for thc Khasi-Jaintia and the 
Garo with 5%  for thc other 
Scheduled Tribes. There are 
certain issues that need to be 
discussed w hen reading this 
passage.

To begin w ith, thc reso­
lution m akes reference  to  
C lause 4 o f  Art. 16 o f  thc 
C o nstitu tion , w hich  m en­
tions that the state can make 
provisions for the reservation 
o f  appointments o r posts in 
favour o f  backw ard classcs 
o f  citizcns that, in the opinion 
o f  thc state, are not adequate­
ly represented in the services 
u nder the sta te . T he focus 
here is on backw ardness and 
a lack o f  representation in

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

jo b s  (services), not demog­
raphy. But what thc clause 
does mention, w hich is  also 
used by the resolution issued 
by  thc government o f  M e­
ghalaya, is  the inadequacy 
o f  representation in the jobs. 
In 1971, the total ST popula­
tion w as80% tK hasi-Jaintia. 
G aro. and other groups). but 
for sure, their rep resen ta ­
tion in government services 
would not have reflected that. 
Therefore, thc early  leaders 
ju s t ified  the  S0% rese rva ­
tion based on the state’s ST 
popu la tion  on the ground 
o f  inadequate  rep rese n ta ­
tion, although the issue o f  
dem ography w as not itself 
m entioned in the C onstitu­
tion. T his sleight o f  hand can 
be term ed a m ist cr stroke for 
c reating  thc  conditions re ­
quired to ensure that the local 
indigenous peoples will take 
care  o f  the administration o f  
the state, ensuring that it is 
am enable to  their concerns. 
But while thism ove ensured 
the protection o f  thc rights 
o f  th c  K h as i-Ja in tia  a nd  
the G aro. it t:>ok aw ay thc 
rights o f  other ST  groups in 
the suite.

Hie 2 0 11 Census revealed 
that Khasi-Jaintia constitutes 
46%  and thc G aro  around  
31%  o f  thc total population.
i.e., 77% o f  th ’ total popula­
tion in the  suite. So. w hen it 
com es to  jobs, thc 3%  that 
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo 
a re  enjoying is com ing from 
those m eant for thc m inor 
ST groups. T h ; 2011 Census 
a lso  revealed that thc  non- 
ind igcnous popu la tion  o f  
the state, i.e.. ihe non-tribals 
have been experiencing  a 
decline in their population 
since 1971. T le ir  population 
has declined from 19.52% in
19 7 1 to  13.85% in 2 0 11. This 
m eans that while the popula­
tion o f  m inor ST groups is 
almost I0% ofthe  total popu­
lation. they are getting only 
5%  o f  the reservation, or hai f  
o f  w hat they deserve based 
on  the population figures. 
So w hile  population logic
has rewarded one group, i.e.,
the Khasi-Jaintia and G aro, it 
has punished the other, i.e.. 
the  m inor ST groups. T his 
might seem like a  very minor 
issue, but it has the potential 
to create complications w hen 
thc  case o f  the review  o f  the 
reservation  policy goes to  
court. It is naive to  imagine 
that G aro will not file a legal 
appeal if  the rurrent policy 
is  reviewed. Ifthe issue goes 
to  court, there will be many 
m ore complications that may 
arise.

T h c  f irs t p rob lem  that 
m ight a rise  is the creative  
use o f  Clause 4 o f  Article 16 
o f  the Constitution, w hich 
m ight b e  scrutinised by the 
courts in greater detail. Res­

e rvations w ill rem ain, but 
thc  court might ask . “W hy 
do  thc K hasi-Ja in tia  w ant 
m ore rese rva tions?”  T hey  
might also ask, “ Does their 
dem and stem from thc fact 
that the ir representation in 
thc  services has been inad­
equate'?" Thc answer to  this 
is going to be very tricky. Thc 
whole uproar over whether 
the roster system is going to 
be prospective o r retrospec­
tive from the K hasi-Jaintia 
is that it will lead to more 
jo b s  going  to  thc  G aros in 
the  future. Thc question is, 
“Why would that happen?” 
I f  the  R ese rva tion  Policy  
m andates that 40%  o f  thc 
jo b s  are reserved for Khasi- 
Jaintia and G aro. thc issue o f  
thc roster being prospective 
o r  re tro sp e ctiv e  docs not 
arise. However, it has been 
acknow ledged that because 
o f  the G aro inability to  till 
up  th e ir  seats , the m ajor­
ity o f  thc jobs have actually 
gone to  the  K hasi-Jaintia. 
which includes those from 
the m inor ST groups a s  well. 
So, i f  a  roster is prepared and 
it has to apply from 1972 to 
bring about equal representa­
tion in thc realm o f  services, 
G aro  m igh t p o ss ib ly  get 
m ore scats in future sincc 
they arc under-rcprcsentcd. 
So, the  court might observe 
that the demand for review­
ing  th e  reservation  policy 
is not about bringing parity 
based on population but to 
m aintain thc dom inance o f  
one  group  ove r the other. 
Sincc thc policy o f  reserva­
tion is meant to uplift those 
w ho arc unrepresented and 
m arginalised, one  w onders 
w hat the  court m ight make 
o f  this finding.

There a re  many possible 
scenarios that might play out 
oncc  thc  court has looked 
at a ll the issues. The first is 
that the court may rule that 
any  changc in  the original 
sc h em e  m u st be undone. 
In this scenario, thc system 
goes back to  the 40:40:5:15 
formula. Thc other scenario
is that (he court might decide 
that since the Constitution 
does not talk about popula­
tio n  s ize  and the form ula  
used in Meghalaya has d is­
torted thc original meaning 
o f  the passage from thc C on­
stitution. the old reservation 
policy should be  dism antled 
and a new  one form ulated 
with thc reservation cap set 
at 50%. This will be based on 
thc 1992 judgm ent o f  Indra 
Sawlmcy v. Union o f  India, 
which directed that reserva­
tions granted under Ariiclc 
16(4) should not cross fifty 
pe rcen t, excep t in  ex ce p ­
tional circumstances.

Som e w ho will argue that 
after the Supreme C ourt up­
held the validity o f  the quota

for E conom ica lly  W eaker 
Sections (EW S) by extend­
ing reservation up to 59.5%. 
the  80%  rese rv a tio n  w ill 
a lso  be upheld. T he ju d g ­
ment given by thc Supreme 
Court, however, held that thc 
breaching o f  thc ceiling can 
be justified only i f  it docs not 
v io la te  the  basic  struc ture  
o f  the Constitution. Justicc 
D incsh Maheshwari further 
clarified that w hile thc 50% 
ceiling is flexible it has to 
b e  o u ts id e  thc c on tex t o f  
reservations under Article 15 
(4). 15 (5) and 16(4) which 
deal with reservations for 
Scheduled Castes. Scheduled 
Tribes and O ther Backward 
Classes. Reservation in M e­
ghalaya has been done under 
A rticle  16(4) so  it cannot 
breach thc 50%  ceiling. So 
there’s a high possibility that 
the cou rt w ill strike dow n 
thc old reservation formula 
and reduce it to  50%  for all 
STs (Khasi-Jaintia. Garo and 
o th e r  ST g ro u p s) leav ing  
50% open foi alt.

T his might be welcomed 
by so m e  in it ia l ly  on  thc  
premise that sincc 50%  will 
be open to all ST. the Khasi- 
Ja intia. by virtue o f  merit, 
w ill capture most i f  not all 
thc seats. W hat this kind o f  
reasoning ignores is that this 
is not 1971 bu t 2023. W hile 
the G aro  a nd  o the r m inor 
tribes arc less advanced than 
thc Khasi-Jaintia. the gap is 
not very w ide. Also, depend­
ing on contcxt and the total 
num ber o f  posts advertised 
fo r specific  positions, the 
to tal num ber o f  seats that 
the K hasi-Jaintia might get 
based on m erit might be just 
over ha lf  o f  thc 50% . less 
than w hat they arc currently 
getting. In thc open category 
the re  is  again  no g u a ra n ­
tee that the scats w ill go to 
the K hasi-Ja in tia  bccausc  
they will be com peting not 
ju st w ith thc G aro but other 
g roups. ST and  non-ST  as 
w ell. The o ld system  at least 
ensures that a minimum o f  
40%  is guaranteed for thc 
K has-Jaintia which w ill not 
be thc case in the new sys­
tem . A re thc  K hasi-Jaintia
prepared lo  take  lhat risk?

However, this is just my 
personal op inion,and people 
arc free to  ignore it. This is a 
democracy and everyone has 
the right to make demands 
w hich they feel arc justified. 
F o r  th c  co m m o n  pe o p le , 
though, it is  important to be 
aw arc o f  thc ramifications o f  
any demand. After all, when 
everything settles dow n, it is 
thc common people who will 
have to  pick up thc picccs o f  
any mistakes that arc made. 
So, m y request to all is please 
be careful.

(The view s expressed  in 
ihe article a te  those o f  the 
author a n d  do no t reflect in 
any way his affiliation to  any  
organization o r  institution)

Lessons to be 
learnt from  

KJP G irls’ fire 
incident

Editor,
The gutting down o f  the

liciiLigc building ImuMiiglhe
K JPG irls' Higher Secondary 
S choo l a t M ission C o m ­
pound is a matter o f  shame 
and regret for all o f us. Not 
only that thc fire could per­
haps have been prevented, 
but the fact that th; building 
cou ld  no t b e  saved even  
when frantic calls were made 
to thc Police hours before the 
b u ild ing  took  dow n other 
heritage  structures, before 
finally  tu rn ing  everything 
into a shes, c a lls  fo r som e 
serious introspection.

We have already lost too 
many heritage buildings and 
some precious lires to fire 
inc iden ts in the  past, and 
in m ost cases t ie  po lic e / 
fire-fightcrs arc just helpless 
as it is impossible for their 
lire trucks to reach most o f  
these areas due  to  ihe narrow' 
roads and haphazard on-road 
parking that is a  humungous
problem for anyone to solve. 
We all dread to inuginc  as to 
w hat would happen if  any 
m ajor fire incident breaks 
out in congested localities 
o f  Shillong in localities with 
n arrow  roads and u n d is ­
c ip lined  residents and  car 
owners/drivers. Perhaps the 
police department need to re­
think on their strategy and to 
sec i f  other unconventional

m easures can be undertaken 
to  prevent o r  rather to  be 
m ore prepared for any future 
eventualities.

Considering that the m a­
jority  o f  areas and localities 
in  and  around Shillong are 
unreachab le  for the ir fire 
trucks, perhaps it is tim e that 
the department and thc gov­
ernm ent considers engaging
helicopters in fighting fire 
incidents in the city. I believe 
it is not such an illogical idea 
to  use helicopters to spray 
w ater o r other flam e retar­
dants on such buildings, con­
sidering that with the avail­
able  technology this can be 
done strategically. Such fire 
extinguishers can be  dropped 
with pinpoint accuracy. This 
will go a long w ay in saving 
precious lives and averting 
massive dam age and loss to 
properties.

A nother step  that needs 
som e serious pondering is 
th e  d is a s te r  m anagem en t 
strategy. What we have Icamt 
from  th is inc iden t is  tha t 
those young hostellers were 
calling their families during 
those  w ee hours narrating 
about the fire engulfing their 
school while some o f  them 
w ere crying for their parents 
to  com c and get them away 
from thc scene. I f  things are 
allow ed to  go on like this, it 
m ight lead to panic reactions 
from family members, which 
again is  ano ther recipe for 
more disaster.

Wc a ll a p p re c ia te  and  
acknow ledge thc quick and 
responsib le  responses and 
reactions from the residents 
o f  M ission Com pound dur­

ing  th is  inc iden t w hich is 
why thc g irls were in a much 
better state and situation than 
w hat it w ou ld  have  been 
w ithou t the  in te rven tion . 
Perhaps their actions in that 
very crucial hour have saved 
lives and prevented traum a 
w hose impact we w ill never 
know, but I believe the State 
o r  D istr ic t D isaste r  M an­
a gem en t team  need m ore  
coordination w ith thc local 
D orbars and to  impart more 
training and  d isaste r  m an­
agement skills. D uring such 
s itu a tio n s , i t  w ould  have 
been much better if a  team o f  
callers is involved to  speak to 
parents and families o f  thc 
victims, w here they would 
b e  professionally informed 
about the incident w hile a s­
suring them o f  the safety o f  
their wards. This will prevent 
panic reactions while a t the 
sam e tim e assuring thc vic­
tims that they have help and 
assistance  in thc situation. 
For this to  happen, wc need 
w e l l-c o o rd in a te d  e ffo rts  
from  a ll ends, w hich can 
only be ensured if  members 
o f  thc localities a rc  regularly 
trained and reminded o f  thc 
d o ’s and don’ts during such 
incidents.

I be lieve  these  a rc  not 
overstretched ideas o r sug­
gestions. even as I appreci­
a te  the  e ffo rts  pu t in  by 
thc Police D epartment, the 
D isaster M anagement team 
and particularly the Dorbar 
Shnong Mission Com pound 
in this case.

Yours etc.,
Wanshan B Khardcwsaw 

Shillong -2

Final solution 
to the tribal 
question in 

M anipur
Editor,
T here  w as no  Pu litzer 

P r iz e  w inning  p h o to g ra ­
pher to capture thc moment, 
w hen three tribal daily wage 
labourers w ere left to  d ie  
by th e ir  e x e c u tio n e rs  on  
Imphal's airport road on thc 
May 4, last. One o f  them had 
his feet shackled to  a stone 
boulder, givii'g  him no room 
to fight for his life, offered to 
thc mercy o f  incoming heavy 
vehicles and he dark crows 
o f  Imphal that feasted on that 
fateful day.

Similar to  .he tribal cause 
in Manipur, after being sent 
o ff  for post-nwrtcm. the light 
o f  L azarus shone on him. 
However his other tw o com ­
panions w ho were crucified 
on the  asphalt o f  National 
Highw ay No.2 met an end 
for having names that were 
an 'outsider' u  thc populace 
o f  thc State's capital.

M anipur, in a span  o f
8 years , from 2015 w hen  
thc so- called governm ent 
introduced tlrec Anti-Tribal 
Bills, to  thc current debacle 
reflects thc a ticrity  at which 
thc slate 's sw ia l fabric has 
been torn and torched and 
how it progressed from burn­
in g  le g is la to rs  hom es to  
a fu ll-fledged  c om m unal 
showdown.

T ox ic ity  has filled  thc 
minds o f  m en w hocan  think

and  reason, tha t one  com ­
m un ity 's  version o f  peace 
and harm ony d iffers from 
that o f  another and in this vi­
cious cycle, w hen thc adhe­
sive charm o f  illusive peace 
fades, a n o th e r  com m unal 
v io lence  erup ts . W ill th is 
cycle ever end?

There are lessons galore 
in the neighbouring states 
w here the tribals enjoy con­
stitu tio n a l p rov is ions and  
statutory protection. In the 
ease  o f  M anipur, the  H ills 
A reas Com mittee b is  unani­
m ously  p a ssed  "M an ipu r 
(H ill A reas) A u tonom ous 
District Council Bill, 2021." 
to be tabled in the State leg­
islature. It is a Bill to  grant 
more financial and legisla­
tive autonom y to  the District 
C ouncils (in thc absence o f  
the 6 th Schedule) an aim to 
bring regional parity and ac­
celerate development.

The reaction o f  the state 
government to thc Bill was 
predictable. Moreover, elec­
tions to the district councils 
had lapsed since November 
2020, predating thc State's 
Legislative Assembly elec­
tion in 2022. D ata and num ­
bers are the only sane voiccs 
in these troubling times. One 
would wonder how thc King 
o f  M a n ip u r m anaged  the  
tribals in thc days o f  yore.

Ten m em bers from M a­
nipur's State Legislature that 
represent constituency from 
the Chin-Kuki-M izo-Zomi- 
H mar areas has dem anded 
a separate  adm inistra tion , 
w hich resonates w ell with 
the aspirations o f  thc tribals. 
However, the Imphal based 
organizations have insisted

o f  M anipur and so 
C h ief M inister o f  thc state.

India tha t is B harat is 
m ade up o f  an indcstructiblc 
union o f  destructible states 
and a s such state boundaries 
arc drawn for administrative 
convenience. In the bygone 
days o f  M anipur State Dar- 
bar. the hills w ere directly 
governed by colonial officers 
and hills house tax w as paid 
to them. Thc mechanism o f  
in teg ra tion  post-Indcpcn - 
dcncc has a rb itrarily  tried 
to include thc hill areas by 
m eans o f  representation in 
the Parliament as "Outer Ma­
nipur" and a constitutional 
protection in thc form o f  an 
insipid Article 371C.

The ludicrous w et dreams 
o f  m ajoritarian legisla to rs ' 
claim to "territorial integrity" 
is geographically lim ited to 
thc fiefdom o f  the past king 
o f  Manipur, a s his suzerainty 
never extended to the h illso f 
Manipur. This w as how thc 
K ing m anaged the tribals. 
in peacefu l c o -cx is tcncc . 
Thus, peace had existed in 
tw o dom ains and  now  for 
peace to  sustain, a separate 
adm inistration m ay be  the 
only answ er for the  Final 
Solution to  the  Tribal Q ues­
tion in Manipur.

Yours etc..
KC Pau.
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Whither life 
after coal?

B y Barnes M awrie
Wc all know that natural 

resources arc lim ited  and 
they get exhausted after a 
period o f  time. Wise nations 
that perceive diis reality have 
already contemplated plan B 
o r plan C. O ne fine example 
o f  such tountrics is Saudi 
A rabia, a  rich oil producing 
country. The Saudi govern­
ment, perceiving that oil is 
not go ing to  last forever, has 
a lready launched itself into 
plan B. They arc investing 
hugely on prom oting tour­
ism as an alternative source 
o f  national income. At pres­
ent there ire  23 new tourism 
projects being implemented 
by thc governm ent w hich 
will cost i  whopping 4.6 bil­
lion US dollars. The country' 
is already known for some o f  
thc tourist landmarks like thc 
tallest building in the world, 
th e  B urj K halifa  a nd  the  
spectacular palm island tour­
ist resort ctc. A nother G ulf 
country. Qatar is on thc same 
trajectory Thc rcccnl World 
C u p  T ournam ent he ld  in 
that country has gone a  long 
w ay in  boosting tourism  in 
thc region. Think o f  o ther 
countries like France. USA. 
Italy. Spain, China ctc. that 
have  a lready  es tab lish ed  
them selves a s pred ilcc tcd  
destinations for tourists from 
a ll ove r thc w orld. These 
countries economies would 
not suffer drastically even if  
the ir natural resources run 
dry o r  i f  their industries stop 
thriving. ~he flow o f  tourists 
to  these  c o u n trie s  w ould 
ensure that their economies 
w ould  continue to  thrive. 
Saudi Arabia tops the list 
w ith 93.5 million in 2022. 
fo llow ed  by F rance  with 
82.6 million tourists annu­
ally. USA with 75.6 million. 
S pain  w th 75 .6  m illion . 
China w ith 59.3 million and 
Italy witli 52.4 million. All 
this indicates that the leaders 
o f  these countries a rc  able 
to  see into thc remote future 
a nd  a re  well p rep a re d  to 
meet with any eventuality.

W hen wc turn to  our state 
o f  Meghalaya, it is sad to say 
that w c arc ill prepared for 
future eventualities. We do 
not seem so have any plan B 
when it comes to  foturistie 
planning. In a  state where 
na tu ra l resources a rc  thc 
monopoly o f  private play­
ers, thc government alone o f  
course is not to be blamed, 
but the rich class w ho own 
the  m ines a rc  th c  a c tua l 
culprits. Let us take  Jaintia 
Hills for example which is 
an area rich in coal deposits. 
Do the coal mines ow ners 
ever think that one  day this 
natural resource is going to 
get exhausted and a rc  they 
prepared for thc aftermath? 
A s things stand today there 
is no such progressive think­
ing but only selfish grabbing. 
W hat is going to  happen in 
Jaintia Hills after the coal 
d eposits a re  over, will be 
a vast w asteland unfit for 
hum an  se ttle m e n t o r  fo r 
cultivation.

There is a  lot o f  selfish­
ness and (go-centric attitude 
o n  the p<rt o f  the rich coal 
businessmen. M ost o f  these 
rich families have already 
bought num erous plo ts o f  
land in a rd  around Shillong 
and elsew here ou tside  the 
state. In ;hc N ew  Shillong 
region o f M awdiang-diang 
a nd  M avkasiang  the rich 
coal business families have 
bought up a lot o f  land and 
many mansions arc coming 
u p . I am not o p p osed  to 
their buying land o r building 
mansionsin these places, but 
w hat 1 want to  em phasize 
here is  tlwir lack o f  sensitiv­
ity to collective welfare. Thc 
question I would pose before 
them is what arc they doing 
about thc post-coal Jaintia 
Hills? Wc all know that the 
majority o f Pnar people liv­
ing in  Jaintia H ills arc poor 
farmers or daily wagers. Due 
to  thc growing poisoning o f  
fields and rivers caused by 
thc unscicntific coal mining, 
e ven fanning has been ad ­
versely affected. W hat will 
happen to these poor fam i­
lies oncc coal m ining has 
com c to  an end since many 
o t them are also employed in 
the coal business’?

It is  e v id e n t th a t the  
rich coal m agnates are  not

concerned about thc future 
life o f  their fellow citizcns. 
With all thc  money pow er 
that they possess, these rich 
citizens could have turned 
Jaintia H ills into a tourist 
destination o r even an educa­
tional hub o f  the region. But 
unfortunately, nothing o f  thc 
sort is happening till today. 
They continue to  invest in 
their personal selfish p ro j­
ects and that too away from 
their ow n placc. Thc lack o f  
vision from thc part o f  thc 
government and lack o f  pa­
triotism from the part o f  the 
rich coal businessmen is go ­
ing to jeopardize thc future 
life o f  the poor masses. How 
will these poor families fend 
for themselves after the coal 
era has com c to a  close when 
their land has been ravaged 
beyond recovery?

Jaintia H ills is endowed 
with exquisite natural beauty 
and  could  be transform ed 
into a tourist haven. There 
arc locations o f  g reat sce­
nic beauty, ravish ing  cas- 
cades, mesmerizing valleys 
and hills, pristine rivers as 
w ell a s unexplored eaves. 
W hat is lacking however in 
these tourist locations arc 
the adequate infrastructure 
and facilities. G ood roads 
and communication, a fford­
able hotels and  restaurants, 
ch ildren 's parks, adventure 
sports, eateries and  shops 
catering to d ifferent needs 
o f  visitors etc., arc w hat is 
expected in a standard tourist 
spot. The government along 
with the willing investment 
o f  these rich coal business­
men could definitely create 
such facilities. That would 
be a win-win formula both 
fo r the  rich and  the  poor 
o f  Ja in tia  H ills , thc rich 
businessm en  w ould  have 
crcatcd an alternative means 
o f  iiKome generation and the 
poor would have other ways 
o f  earning the ir livelihoods.

On the other hand. Jaintia
Hill:: is also famous for the
Lakadong turmeric w hich is 
considered thc best variety 
o f  tu rm eric . T h c  g o v e rn ­
ment should help farm ers 
in this region to go for m ass 
cultivation o f  this tunncric 
so that it could be supplied 
to other parts o f  India and 
even exported  abroad. So 
far. this valuable source o f  
income for thc state and for 
the people as well, has not 
been adequately exploited. 
Besides this, it is sad to  sec 
that neither thc government 
nor thc rich local business­
men have given a thought to 
creating industries to proccss 
this agricultural produce. Wc 
arc all aware that turmeric 
could be used to  produce a 
variety o f  beauty products, 
mcdicinal products as well 
as fo r c u lin ary  purposes. 
With a  bigger tourism thrust 
there would be  a large mar­
ket for such local products. 
I hope that the tourism d e ­
partment would organize an 
annual Lakadong Turmeric 
Festival in order to showcase 
to thc w orld this wonderful 
produce o f  our land.

Let m e conclude by em ­
phasizing that tourism, e s­
pecially eco-tourism, is thc 
on ly  a lterna tive  m eans o f  
ensuring thc livelihood o f  
thc  poor people in Jaintia 
Hills and for that matter o f  
thc w hole state. W ith thc 
rising tem perature in most 
parts o f  India. M eghalaya 
w ith its  c o o lcr c lim a te  is 
going to be a prefened  tour­
ist destination. T his means 
that the state can reap rich 
dividends from this industry. 
H ow ever, there should be 
drastic improvement o f  tour­
ism infrastructure so as to 
retain thc flow o f  tourists to 
our state. Wc hope to sec our 
rich coal businessmen com c 
fo rw ard  to  c ap ita liz e  on 
this G od-given opportunity 
to m ake tourism  in Jaintia 
Hills a t par w ith any tourist 
destination in thc w orld and 
thus ensure that poor people 
do not suffer even after coal 
production has ccascd. Let 
m e c o n c lu d e  by  rem in d ­
ing everyone that “coal is 
never a sustainable source 
ofdcvelopm cnl. but tourism 
alw ays is. Coal is environ­
m entally destructive* while 
tourism is environm entally 
uplifting.”
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Meghalaya Reservation Policy: 
Of Debates and Agitations

u He has a  right to criticize.
who has a  heart to help. ”

—  A braham  Lincoln

T he S h illon g  T im es
v.j v . iav Si,.:m Mill HIM, u i DM s i iu . m n  :-i. :iir.

Icon o f dem ocracy
THE inauguration o f thc new parliament building, a 
part of the ambitious Central Vista projcct. on May 
28 was expcctcd to be a solemn occasion to reinforce 
thc pride o f India as thc world’s largest democracy. 
But. thc event is already drowned in thc cacophony 
of protests from the Opposition parties; and their 
arguments have substance to them. The announce­
ment is that Prime Minister. Narendra Modi would 
inaugurate it but thc Congress party has demanded 
that this should be done at the instance of President 
Droupadi Murmu. Official sources say Murmu 
proposed thc PM’s name for this. The President 
is the head of the nation and 'head and shoulders* 
above other leaders in the conventional sense. The 
inauguration of the facility at her hands would have 
been appropriate. At the same time, at a practical 
level, the Prime Minister is the elected leader o f thc 
nation. In terms o f esteem and respectability, both 
arc on an equal footing.

The argument advanced from the government 
side that the President is not part o f Parliament is 
absurd in thc current context. As head o f state, the 
President summons parliament sessions and no bill 
passed by thc two houses becomes law until the 
President gives his/her assent. Without an address 
of the President, thc Parliament does not start its 
major sessions. Another reason cited is lhat the day. 
May 28, falls on the birth anniversary o f Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar. thc proponent o f thc Hindutva 
ideology and main inspiration to thc RSS band. This, 
thus, cannot be a coincidence. The BJP-lcd central 
government is wedded to thc RSS ideology, though 
in a more liberal format.

Appreciably, thc successful completion of the 
new Parliament's building in a matter of two and a 
half years is proof o f thc importance that the Modi 
government accorded to this project. Ilic  rest o f the 
Central Vista project that would involve residential 
houses for thc Prime Minister and Vice President, all 
close to Rashtrapati Bhavan on one side and the old 
Parliament bu Iding on the other, would take time for 
completion. The new Parliament House has adequate 
space to accommodate two enlarged houses -  with 
888 seats for Lok Sabha and 300 for Rajya Sabha. 
The long-delayed constituency delimitation process 
is expcctcd to start after 2026 when the number o f 
MPs in Parliament could go up substantially in both 
houses. That this process was kept pending since thc 
1970s is another proof of the culture o f "drag" that 
the governing systems here are infamous for. How­
ever. with thc inauguration o f the new Parliament 
House, a main hurdle to this could be removed.

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

B o b ’s B an ter

The Two Thousand 
Rupee Note..!

By Robert Clements

le t te r s  to  thc* E dito r

The
Reservation

Dilemma
Editor.
I he papers these days, 

both English and vernacular 
a re  a ll occupied w ith the 
Reservation Poicy and thc 
Roster system that com es 
w ith it. Let me from  the 
beginning admit that I am 
quite vague abcut it all and 
quite surprised about thc hue 
and cry that has em anated 
from the Court verdict on thc 
matter. It’s quite Mcghalayan 
to react to  an issue; panic 
over it and then w hen thc 
dust finally settles down to 
discover that thc whole thing 
was not worth the time and 
energy wasted on it. Again, 
true  to  form ihcrc  is  no 
broad based understanding 
and agreem ent over an is­
sue which simply results in 
numerous leaders ( saviors o f 
the people) emerging, each 
one crying hoarse from his 
own se lf  made »ilo with no 
one seeing eye lo eye with 
anyone e lse  yet everyone 
cry ing  to  the heavens for 
unity among thcJaitbynricw. 
Typical M cghaliya scene to 
wait for somctliing to  hap­
pen; then rvact while there 
is no thought or proactive 
thinking and v is oning about 
w hat thc future holds. One 
hates to say it b it the whole 
scenario reminds one o f  a 
mob m illing around with no 
one to lead but where every­
one is a self- styled leader.

F rom  w hat o n e  cou ld  
gather from thc papers thc 
p resen t hu llabaloo  is  all 
about thc ability o f  thc res­
ervation policy and its po­
tential ( for war t o f  a better

word) to provide Govt jobs 
to individual m embers o f  our 
society. For 50 long years wc 
a ll sa t silently, apparently  
quite satisfied w ith whatever 
fate thc future holds and now 
suddenly all thc m ajor tribes 
o f  the state . ie thc Khasis. 
Jaintias and  thc G aros arc 
in an uproar as to  the future 
ability o f  thc this Reserva­
tion policy ( with roster or 
without) to provide jobs for 
their children. Govt jobs are 
p rec ious for they provide 
security with handsome sala­
ries for not doing any work. 
That is  their biggest charm 
plus the fact that they can be 
manipulated in accordance 
with ones political connec­
tions and  in ou r state the 
Govt is not only thc biggest 
jo b  provider but also one that 
produces the least service to 
its citizcns. So no surprise 
that people react violently to 
any move that threatens this 
cosy anrangcmcnt.

C o m fo r ta b le  w ith  thc  
above perspective one tends 
to  fo rge t th a t th ings a re  
changing and that i f  wc don’t 
changc with thc times w care 
doomed. In thc first place ev­
eryone knows that Govt jobs 
have become saturated; funds 
for Govt jobs are becoming 
scarce  ( so most m ake do 
with contract appointments, 
an arrangem ent which ac­
cord ing  to  me is thc most 
harmful and violates Human 
Rights and I luman D ignity); 
future Govt job  prospects are 
bleak and doubtful and since 
M eghalaya has no revenue 
generation o f  its ow n and 
depends heavily on ccntral 
funding and if  these funds 
dry up then wc will really 
be Up Shit Creek ( Why do 
you suppose every political 
party in M eghalaya wants

This is a historical over­
view on thc debates and agi­
tations over the Reservation 
Policy. Apon from issues like 
influx o f  foreigners. C itizen­
ship A mendment A ct 2019 
and Arm ed Forces Special 
Powers Act 1958 which arc 
com m only shared  by both 
thc Hynnicwtrcp and Achik 
people, matters like thc re­
location o f  thc headquarters 
o f  the Meghalaya Board o f  
School Education and Res­
ervation Policy formula had 
brought thc two tribes into 
collision.

H ow ever, de b ate s  and 
agitations are essential in a 
democracy. They strengthen 
the dem ocratic institutions 
and shape thc socio-political 
landscape o f  thc State as long 
as they rem ain w ithin thc 
lim its o f  civility and mutual 
respect. D issension is thc 
founding principle o f  Khasi 
polity arid Khasi political his­
tory is replete with debates 
and disagreements. On the 
eve o f  India's Independence 
and during thc period from 
1946 to  1949 there  w ere 
f ic rc c  d e b a te s  a nd  sharp  
disagreements pertaining to 
thc political future and  to 
which kind o f  political and 
a d m in istra tive  se t up thc 
H ynnicwtrcp people should 
adopt o r be adopted into.

O n thc issue o f  Reserva­
tion which has now resur­
faced in thc public square 
and with such gravity, thc 
dem and is be ing  m ade to 
review the existing policy, 
which again seem s to threat­
en thc peaceful co-cxistence 
among diverse communities 
in thc State. As early as 1972 
and since the day it was ad ­
opted. the Reservation Policy 
had generated  intense  d e ­
bates in thc executive realm. 
As reflected in thc file note, 
there w as an  exchange o f  
arguments and it was noted. 
" ...In  this matter, again, wc 
arc reluctant lo say definitely 
w hat w ould be thc proper 
provision to m ake...and in a 
broad way, special provisions 
should be less than 50 per 
cent; but how  much less than 
50 per cen t would depend 
upon the relevant prcvailim* 
circumstance in cach case. ’ 
The debate was opened then 
and thc demand to review has 
been on for decades now.

In 1978. thc All IndiaGaro 
Union submitted thc M em o­
randum  to the  then C h ief 
Engineer and Secretary to 
Government o f  Meghalaya. 
P. W.D (R«&B) expressing d is­
may at thc indifference o f  the 
Government to tl>c plight and
grievances o f  Garo people in 
matter o f  appointments in thc 
concerned department. Ilic 
memorandum strongly stated 
that. "Such good provision o f  
40-40 %  and 20 %  formula 
were made by thc G overn-

to chum up with the ruling 
Party at the Centre?). That 
thc future work culture in 
a ll offices, both Govt and 
private, bccausc o f  thc rapid 
advancement o f  Artificial In­
telligence (Al), will undergo 
severe cuts in requirements 
for human work force. Only 
skilled manpower will be in 
demand o f  which Meghalaya 
is  in perpetual poverty of. 
In  view o f  the above why 
are wc all so concerned and 
desperate for Govt jo b s  as 
they will progressively dele- 
licmtlc and bcvumc iiicdiiing-
less. Wc will be doing our 
future generation the worst 
disservice i f  wc spend time 
and  energy p rov id ing  o p ­
portunities which will be  o f  
no value to them. No point in 
w asting our time over Govt 
jobs. Instead lets think on 
how should wc prepare our 
children for job  prospects for 
tomorrow. How about com ­
ing together ( all political 
parties. N’GOs Dorbars .the 
works); forget about scoring 
political points against each 
other and instead together 
think about how do we im­
prove thc Economy o f  thc 
sta te . M eghalaya's future 
will depend on how strong 
an economy wc have. Not on 
how many employees Govt 
can employ. An improved 
econom y, in various sectors 
, will provide more jo b  op­
portunities than reservations 
for Govt jobs. Time to quit 
being Don Q uixotes. Time 
to  quit tilting at windmills. 
Time to sit dow n together 
to  work out what is best for 
the future o f  thc state and its 
people.

Yours etc.,
Toki Blah, 
Via email

mcnt o f  M eghalaya which 
is based on the appropriate 
p rovisions o f  thc Constitu­
tion o f  Ind ia...and  on the 
basis o f  the Supreme court 
o f  India's ru ing  in favor o f  
thc w eaker sections, which 
ruling is thc nost important 
"Ratio  Dccid;ndi" and not 
even "O biter D icta" o r not 
yet "S ta re  D ecisis” . .. that 
thc 40%  reservation which 
belonged to tfic G aro must 
not be taken away and thc 
concerned  or any D epart­
ment should strictly adhere to 
Government’s policy o f  40% 
in favour o f  th: Garos; other­
w ise. there shall be no mean­
ing o r value of making res­
ervation o f  posts up to 40% . 
Unless it shot Id be done so. 
you r officc /cepartm cnt or 
such o the r d ;partm cnt/of- 
ficc. may willfully apply the 
"Laisscr-Farc theory’', and 
may also try to annihilate the 
weaker sections... by indirect 
m eans..."

In 1980 thc State Legis­
lature passed ihe Meghalaya 
Regulation o f Employment 
Bill. I980andthe Bill sought 
to regulate employment o f  
people from outside the State 
in both public and  private 
sectors. ‘Hie Bill was resisted 
both inside and outside the 
H ouse. Inside  thc H ouse 
Prof. Martin Narayan Majaw 
v e hem en tly  o p p o se d  the 
Bill and  m obilized public 
opinion against it through 
the public meeting held in 
Khasi National Dorbar Hall. 
Besides, the All India Garo 
Union held a special meeting 
and recorded i s strong disap­
proval o f  thc Eill. There were 
two major reasons for thc op­
position. viz. (i) to  protect thc 
G aros and other backw ard 
classes o f  people in thc North 
Eastern Region in matters o f  
em ploym ent opportun ities 
and (ii) that ihe Bill might 
bring forth disintegration as 
well as chaos in thc admin­
istrative policy o f  thc State 
and  that the  G overnm ent 
must only stick to thc imple­
mentation o f  the employment 
policy o f  40% reservation in 
favour Khasi & Jaintia. 40% 
in favour o f  Garos and 20% 
for others. Ttiis matter was 
also taken up with thc Union 
Government.

It is im portant to  note 
that newspapers’ editorials, 
letters and ariiclcs also ad­
vanced thc debates. To note a 
few. thc Editorial o f  Ropcca. 
published on 25 September 
1982. term ed t as "Reserv a ­
tion within Reservation”. It 
is stated. “ Wh lc the decision 
for reservation at thc State 
level appears to be correct, 
thc decision o f reservation at 
District level * ppcars to  have 
its strong political ramilica-

W hy extrem ist 
groups surface  
in the aftermath 

of crisis or 
social unrest
Editor.
1 am  w riting to  shed  

ligh t on thc so c io log ica l 
factors that can contribute 
to the emergence o f  extrem­
ist groups ir  thc aficrmath 
o f  c ris is  o r  social unrest. 
While it ik fortunate that no 
such extrem e! groups have 
been reported in  our socicty. 
understanding these factors 
is crucial fo- preemptively 
addressing  and m itigating 
thc rise o f  cxircmism should 
it ever occur. During tim es o f  
crisis, such a t a pandcmic or 
instances o f  injustice, certain 
segments o f  thc population 
may feel marginalized, d is­
illusioned. and angry. This 
soc ia l d isrup tion  c re a te s  
conditions where extremist 
ideo log ies can take hold. 
Sociologica  research has 
identified several key  fac­
tors that contribute to  this 
phenomenon

F irstly , c rises  d isrup t 
the social fabric and create 
a se n se  o f  d isarray. P eo ­
ple yearn for stability and 
answ ers during  uncertain  
times. Extremist groups of­
ten exploit this vulnerability 
by providing simplistic ex­
planations and scapegoating 
specific individuals, groups, 
o r ideologies as thc cause 
o f  complex problems. They 
offer a sense o f  purpose and 
direction, which can be ap­
pealing to these who feel lost 
orm arginali/cd.

S e c o n d ly , e x t re m is t  
groups fulfill thc need for

tions. Reservation in Dis­
trict level is  80% for G aros 
in Garo H ills and 80% for 
Khasi and Jaintia in Khasi 
& Ja in tia  H ills . T his has 
placed the two communities 
in w ater tight compartments. 
It has stopped thc exchange 
o f  ideas and views as well as 
expertise. If this decision is 
not corrected in time it may 
lead to far reaching political 
consequences. W hat is wrong 
with the reservation at the 
state level?... No body knows 
thc basis o f  this decision. If  
thc reservation is based on 
population the percentage 
should have been 48%  for 
Khasi Jaintia and 32%  for 
G aros... Educational Iv Garos 
arc still behind those people 
from Khasi and Jaintia Hills. 
Experience has shown that 
desp ite  r e se rv a tio n ...G a ­
ros have not been able  to 
fill up the ir quota. H ence 
there has been a demand that 
Garo candidates from Assam 
should be considered. This is 
a dangerous trend ...In  order 
to  f ill up those vacancies 
ad-hoc appointm ents have 
been made from among the 
Khasi and Ja in tia ...H cncc  
thc earlier "the reservation 
within reservation’’ is done 
away with, the better will be 
thc state o f  affairs in all its 
aspect in the State.’’

In direct response to  the 
views expressed by F. Mo- 
min on Jobs for Garos. which 
was published in thc Shillong 
Times Dated 21.3.1987. Bah 
L. Gilbert Shullai wrote an 
a rtic le  e n title d  S peaking  
O ut. which was published 
in Pyrman dated 27.3.1987. 
In this articic he mooted thc 
idea o f  bifurcating thc State 
into two Union Territories, 
nam ely. W est M eghalaya  
with its Capital at Tura and 
East M eghalaya  w ith  its 
C ap ita l a t Sh illong . T his 
could, in his opinion, solve 
thc discontent, in matters o f  
reservation, among thc Khasi 
and Garo.

In the Khasi and Jaintia 
reg ion , thc p opu la r o p in ­
ion and dem and to  review 
thc Reservation Policy on 
m e rito c rac y  a n d  m a jo ri-  
tarianism principles remain 
unchanged. It is becoming 
louder in thc recent past and 
the disillusionm ent o f  the 
youth vis a vis unem ploy­
ment has pushed it further. 
From 1984 to 1986 strong 
v iew s a g ain st the  R eser­
vation Policy reverberated 
across the Eastern part o f  
Meghalaya. In 1986 Bah S.D 
Khongw ir led thc demand to 
review thc policy in line with 
thc idea o f  com bined 80% 
reservation for Scheduled 
Tribes, irrespective o f  com ­
munity. In his letter toC'apt.

identity  and  belonging. In 
times o f  upheaval, individu­
als seek a sense o f  com m u­
nity and solidarity. Extremist 
ideologies provide a group 
identity that resonates with 
individuals who foci alien­
a ted  o r disenchanted with 
m a instream  socicty. T his 
sense o f  be longing can  be 
a powerful draw tor those 
seeking validation and sup­
port for their grievances.

Thirdly, thc proliferation 
o f  online platforms and so­
cial media has facilitated the 
formation o f  echo chambers. 
These digital spaces allow 
ind iv iduals  w ith  e x tre m ­
ist view s to reinforce cach 
other’s beliefs and amplify 
their grievances. Online radi- 
calization plays a significant 
role in thc recruitment and 
o rganization  o f  extrem ist 
g roups, enabling  them  to 
spread their ideologies more 
effectively.

Furthermore, thc appeal 
o f  extremist ideologies lies 
in their ability to  exploit so­
cietal fault lines. By lapping 
in to  e x is tin g  g riev a n ce s, 
such as economic inequality, 
ethnic tensions, o r political 
disillusionment, these groups 
provide simplistic solutions 
to complex problems. They 
offer a convenient narrative 
that blames a specific group 
o r ideology for the hardships 
faced by socicty, which can 
be highly persuasive to those 
searching for answers.

Lastly, effective leader­
sh ip  and organization  are 
critical in mobilizing indi­
v idua ls  a round  ex trem ist 
causes. Charismatic leaders 
adeptly manipulate the frus­
trations and grievances o f  
people, offering them a sense 
o f  purpose and direction dur­
ing times o f  turmoil. These

W.A Sangma. thc then C hief 
Minister, he argued that thc 
change in policy from thc 
40-40%  to 80%  combined 
formula would not only bring 
healthy competition amongst 
the  m em bers o f  Schedule 
T ribes in thc  State, bu t it 
w ill a lso  prevent depriva­
tion o r  d isc rim ina tion  on 
cthnic identity. Meanwhile, 
the group  called  thc “ P o ­
litical Commentators o f  Me­
ghalaya’’ widely distributed 
their sectarian pamphlet in 
which they accused thc Ga­
ros o f  hampering thc growth 
o f  K hasi-Ja in tia  com m u­
nity. Accordingly, they called 
upon  thc K hasi T ribe  to 
rcclaim thc political leader­
ship in the State and offered 
four solutions towards this 
end- (i) a combined political 
effort by regional panics to 
d is lodge  thc C ongress  in 
K hasi-Ja in tia  H ills o r  ( ii) 
to  a llo w  m ore  C o n g re ss  
M LAs to win from Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills to countcr 
Garo domination in Congress 
politic.-*.. .or (iii) to combinc 
all 36 K hasi-jaintia MLAs to 
form thc Government or (iv) 
a Khasi Pnar o r Hynnicwtrcp 
State.

The dem and to  review  
thc Reservation Policy has 
been dominat ing thc student’ 
politics in the State and the 
Khasi Students’ Union- led 
agitations on the issue gained 
prominence sincc thc mid- 
1980s. During thc KSU led 
street protest in 1987 among 
other things, thc demand o f  
100%  reservation o f  scats 
in the State Assembly was 
tabled at the official talks 
with thc Stale Government. 
In 1992 the Khasi Students 
Union made the demand to 
scrap thc divisive formula in 
reservation and to review thc 
same by providing 90%  res­
ervation in both educational 
institutions and Government 
employment for Khasi and 
Garo on thc basis o f  merit.

In conclusion, today thc 
ag itation  and thc dem and 
to  rev iew  thc Reservation 
Policy is being led by the 
new political party, thc Voice 
o f  thc People Party. There 
is nothing wrong in agitat­
ing and thc discourse must 
continue. H owever, do  wc 
have to  divide thc State? Do 
wc need to blame cach other 
in order to  solve thc complex 
issue o f  competing claims? 
W hile  a g ita t in g  w c m ust 
not allow  vested interests to 
take advantage o f  the volatile 
situation by propagating hate 
and  in flic ting  v iolence on 
targeted sections o f  socicty 
who have nothing to do with 
thc issue. Personally, merit 
and  population argum ents 
are against C onstitutional 
morality and arc not thc basis 
for reservation.

leaders possess the ability 
to galvanize and radicalize 
in d iv iduals , fu rth e r  fuel­
ing thc growth o f  extremist 
groups.

Although it is vital to  ac­
knowledge lhat no extremist 
groups have been reported in 
our socicty. it is important to 
recognize these sociological 
factors. Understanding and 
addressing these sociological 
factors can help us dev clop 
comprehensive strategics to 
prevent the cmcrgencc and 
grow th o f  extremist groups 
should such a thrcat ansc. By 
promoting social cohesion, 
fostering inclusive commu­
nities. and addressing  un­
derlying grievances through 
constructive  dia logue and 
policies, we can create an 
environm ent that reduces 
thc appeal o f  extremist ide­
ologies. E ducation, media 
literacy, and promotingcriti- 
cal think ing  sk ills  are e s­
sential tools in countering 
the spread o f  radicalization 
online. A ddressing thc so­
c io log ica l fac tors behind 
thc emergence o f  extremist 
g roups req u ire s  a m u lti­
faceted approach involving 
g o v ernm en t in s t itu tio n s , 
c om m unity o rganizations, 
educational institutions, and 
civil socicty. By working 
together and  strengthening 
our conflict resolution skills, 
wc can build a  society that 
is resilient, inclusive, and 
resistant to thc lure o f  ex­
tremism.

Yours ctc..
Solomon Pathaw. 

_________________Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
thc views o f thc writers/ 
authors and not that o f 
The Sh illong  Times

A few w eeks a fte r  thc 
nation was reeling under thc 
shock o f  dem onetiza tion, 
like a whi c  flag appearing 
from a tren;h, after a pitched 
battle, thc two- thousand- 
m pec note appeared. It was 
I ike a truccdeclared between 
d igital payment and cash. 
Truce, bees use though it was 
legal tender, still two thou­
sand was too htige an amount 
to be rcguhrly used.

Another reason was that 
the rich looked at it with 
suspicion; aficr all they had 
been brutally  betrayed by 
it’s fallen sister the thousand 
rupee notc.andall thousand- 
crs they hai stored carefully 
and hidden in  lockers and 
stitchcd inio mattresses and 
secret walls were now  use­
less. They wondered whether 
this was another decoy to 
trap their black money again, 
and were rot taken in by its 
innocent b iby  pink look.

T hc poor on thc o the r 
hand d id  not know  w hat 
to  do with it, because  it 
was absolutely beyond their 
m eans. Tkcy knew  it ex ­
isted. had seen flashes o f  
it in banks when they had 
gone to withdraw their life 
savings and wondered why 
a note which they could not 
use. which meant billions o f 
them, had been printed by 
thc government.

T hc government on its

pa rt w as happy they had 
fulfilled their obligation o f  
filling the vacuum lefi by 
their drastic ban on thc old 
thousand and five hundred 
they had withdrawn.

T hc shopkeepers were 
thc most confused, as most 
o f  thc time, they never had 
changc ifacustom cr flashed 
thc pinky, and watchcd with 
a b so lu te  dism ay as the ir  
shelves die not empty out as 
people waved their two thou­
sand rupee notes at them, 
and they wrung their empty 
changeless hands.

But with all thc confusion 
created by it’s introduction, 
the two thousand rupee note 
re ig n e d  suprem e. It w as 
not dirtied like other notes 
because it wasn’t soiled by 
too many hands, and when 
it rested in someone’s wallet, 
it continued to rest there for 
many weeks, more as a feel­
ing o f  sccirity  to the owner, 
than money to be spent.

I rem enber glancing at 
i t ’s proud look oncc  and 
sa y in g . "M aybe like  thc 
thousand rupee note you will 
also go!”

"No,”  i: had said to  me 
haughtily, “Because I am not 
needed 1 will remain! And 
because you cannot afford to 
keep me. cocsn't mean you 
can criticize m e!"

Ah w c l. there w as a lot 
o f  pride that the note had and 
yesterday at the bank, as two 
Two-Thousand-nipce notes 
stared at me helplessly from 
thc bank 's countcr w here 
they had been brought to be 
exchanged, their eyes Weak 
and bleary, they screamed. 
"How could this have hap­
pened to us? Yesterday wc 
w ere  the  m o st pow erfu l 
notes in the country, today 
wc are  garbage! K achra! 
Wc remcirbcr immediately 
after demonetization, after 
the thousand rupee note was 
withdrawn, suddenly people 
saw our pink faces and felt 
that was all was not lost, that 
cash w as back in circulation. 
Thc rich grabbed us, and the 
poor looked longingly a t us, 
but we were kings!”

I looked a t thc notes on
the bank counter and real­

ized how proud they had 
looked the day  I had got 
both o f  them from the bank. 
"Are you a rich man?" one 
o f  thc Tw o  Thousand- rupee 
notes had asked me that day 
disdainfully. "Bccausc I only 
belong to  thc rich!" it had 
said haughtily. “ For people 
I ike you. our poorer cousins, 
thc hundred rupees and fifty 
rupees will do!”

"N o I am not a rich man!” 
I had whispered.

"  That I can make out," thc 
note had scoffed. ” 1 can see I 
am thc only note in your w al­
let! I am used to belonging to 
rich people who have crores 
o f  rupees, a ll in bundles, 
generally hidden inside a slit 
mattress, maybe stored in an 
air-conditioned loft, or kept 
in a club locker!" it had said 
to  me with a crispy sniff.

"W hereas your wallet is a 
bit lonely!” said thc other o f  
thc Two Thousand's. "And 
smelly! D on’t you have a 
clean wallet to  put me in?”

“Wc are not used to being 
treated so  shabbily !” said 
thc notes together. "W hat 
d id  w c do to  deserve this 
treatment?”

" I ’m sorry!" I had said 
that day, ” 1 did not know you 
were used to such royal treat­
ment, "I would have asked 
thc cashicr for hundreds and 
fifty rupee notes instead!"

"You can still do that!”

said both thc notes together, 
and I knew that for many 
days they had laughed and 
sneered and even callcd me 
Pappu. till fed up with their 
jeers I had stopped carrying 
them  and left them at home 
in a cupboard.

Now I looked dow n al 
the tw o notes, a s  I stood 
a t thc counter to exchange 
them "How could this have 
happened to us?” they cried 
together from thc w ooden 
top where they lay. "Wc arc 
rubbish today!"

I looked at the two proud 
notes, and remembered how 
they had treated me oncc. 
"M aybe  you should  have 
Icamt to  be  less proud!" I 
said quietly to them, a s the 
fifty and hundred rupee notes 
in my wallet giggled.

"W c thought wc w ere  
the greatest! That there was 
no th ing  m ore desired  by 
anyone but us!"

"M any people think that 
way!” I said quietly, “not 
just those who use you but 
tl>ose w ho created you too. 
who feel they know every­
thing about how to flush out 
money, flush in money into 
your bank accounts, how to 
govern, how to look down 
with scom at those who arc 
not like them, and then one 
day the very ones they make 
fun o ff  watch them fall!”

“ Who arc you speaking 
off!”  cried thc two notes.

I didn 't say anything as I 
watched thc dccimation o f  
a party  in K arnataka, and 
saw  a dimpled chcckcd boy 
who was derided by another, 
callcd  Pappu by his foes, 
suddenly like the lowly notes 
o f  five hundred, hundred 
and  fifty, show ing thc two 
thousand he was the one lhat 
mattered.

All this, while the two 
notes stared  dcjcctcdly at 
one  another from thc bank 
counter.

Even thc cashicr had no 
time for them..!
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O f Superfluous Posts at Public Expense
THE MDA Government both in its first and second 
term is profligate. In its first avatar it had a flock 
of consultants many o f whom used local resources 
on which to build their research findings on and to 
validate their assumptions about Meghalaya. Based 
on these findings the consultants would direct cach 
department on what interventions to make and how 
much resources to allocate. A cold and calculating 
look at the consultants appointed would make it 
appear that Meghalaya is a huge corporation with 
no qualified human resources for crafting out its 
economic and infrastructural roadmap and hence 
cach department needed the consultants to tell them 
what and how to do things so that there is impact on 
the ground. But if the consultants were to live in the 
villages lor a considerable period of time they would 
find their recommendations meaningless if not faulty. 
Granted that consultants arc needed to prepare state 
of the art detailed project reports to access funding 
from Government of India and external funding 
agcncics including banks. Bui there is no need for 
consultants tc take over the government which is 
what was actually happening with the Meghalaya 
Basin Management Agency (MBMA) which at­
tempts to bring convergence in development.

Consultants aside, what is unacceptable about the 
MDA misadventure is that there is not even a fine 
line between political patronage with an attempt to 
woo legislator from other parties to the ruling NPP 
Party and the real needs o f  the state on its journey 
o f  development. An MDC from the Congress who 
joined the NPP was mollified with a superfluous 
appointment. Thankfully, the Hyynicwtrcp Youth 
Council (HYC) has ferreted out information on such 
redundant appointments which cost the exchequer 
heavily. Most of the bodies notified by the Govern­
ment to accommodate the hangers-on of the ruling 
political parties have not even been constituted: 
much less working on the mandate given to them. 
This is sheer waste o f public money and the people 
of Meghalaya should call out this profligacy.

While Meghalaya is in penury when it comes to 
building and repairing roads, providing water sup­
ply and above all providing regular electricity to the 
citizens, the government appears to be spending on 
individuals bccausc it needs to buy their loyalties 
so that they can continue to rule Meghalaya. Much 
has been written about the near defunct State Plan­
ning Board which has not published any report of 
its activities and action taken for years on end. No 
active planning for better governance of the state is 
visible in so many years. The Chairman and Vice 
Chairman enjoy their pay and perks. The same is the 
case with the Meghalaya Economic Development 
Council and the Employment Generation Council. 
Meghalaya cannot afford this wasteful expenditure 
of paying MLAs for doing nothing. It's time to 
dismantle these money-guzzling institutions. The 
public should demand this!

Lessons for BJP from 
Verdict Karnataka

“A rcyou sure w eans win­
ning so  comfortably?" ihe se­
nior Congress leader's voice 
on the oilier end o fa  midnight 
call sounded anxious. It was 
the night before counting day 
in Karnataka where an Axis 
My India exit poll for India 
Today predicted a big w in for 
Congress. I asked the leader 
why he was so worried. "You 
know how M r Modi has cam­
paigned here in the last few 
days, maybe he has turned 
around the election,'* was the 
nervous response. The reac­
tion typifies how an aura o f 
near-invincibility has been 
built around Prime Minister 
Narendra M odi's persona, 
best typified in ihe 2019 BJP 
social media slogan, "aayega 
to Modi hi" (only Modi will 
return to power). But Kar­
nataka 2023 has dented the 
be lief over an inevitability 
o f  electoral outcomes, that a 
Modi-lcd BJP. a bit like the 
Clive Lloyd-lcd West Indian 
cricket team o f  the 1980s. is 
unbeatable.

It isn't as if  the BJP hasn't 
lost elections before in the 
Modi years. Recall Decem­
ber 2018, the last time the 
Congress defeated the BJP 
in a direct fight in a major 
sta te  elec tion  across three 
s ta te s : M adhya P radesh . 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 
Then there was excitement 
in ihe Congress ranks that 
the dom inance  o f  the BJP 
over the  H indi heartland  
was on the wane. Within six 
m onths , the  general e lec ­
tions punctured the Congress 
eupho ria . T he B JP sw ept 
these states as the party did 
much o f  North and Central 
India in what became a more 
presidential-stylc contest in 
which national leadership 
became a central issue. So 
why should M ay 2023 be 
any different, especially as 
Karnataka has a history o f 
voting differently in state and 
general elections?

Undoubtedly. K arnataka 
was a hyper-localised elec­
tion in which the price o f  a 
iias cylinder mattered more 
ihana  Jai Bajrangbali battle- 
cry. But there arc five impor­
tant reasons why BJP should 
be concerned about Verdict 
Karnataka. Firstly. M r Modi 
did invest his personal equity 
in the campaign: 19 rallies 
and six roadshows in a last 
week blitzkrieg suggests that 
Brand Modi w as top o f  the 
mind in the political calcu­
lus. In the last few months, 
the prime m inister w as in 
Karnataka every other week, 
inaugurating airports, high­
way projects, even railway 
platforms. On voting day, the

By Rajdeep Sardesai
BJP advertisement splashed 
across major Kannada papers 
had a large pic ture  o f  Mr 
M odi emerging out from a 
lotus symbol .vhile all other 
leaders, including ch icf min­
ister Basavraj Bommai. were 
alm ost invisible. I t's  like a 
movie hoarding lhat focusses 
on a mega star and reduces 
the rest o f  the cast to ano-

v o tc rs  shou ld  ring  a larm  
bells for the BJP. W omen 
have been a core constitu ­
ency o f  prime minister Modi 
in the past decade. The Iasi 
big slate where BJP was on 
the w rong  side o f  w omen 
voters by a wide margin was 
Bengal in 2021 where Ma- 
rnata Bancrjec’s presence as 
a woman ch ief m inister did

nymity: the much-publicized 
Karnataka 'double eng ine ' 
only had a single driver.

Remember Brand Modi 
w as built around h is m us­
cular leadership credentials 
w here  he c laim ed to  have 
zero  tolerance for co rrup ­
tion. And yet. in Karnataka, 
despite  copious allegations 
o f  ‘40 per e cu  commission 
sarkara ', there w as no sign 
o f  the Centre acting swiftly 
to end the perception o f  cor­
ruption bcinu ‘norm alised ' 
in  a major BJP state. W here 
Enforcement agcncics were 
hyper-active in opposiiion-
nitarl stair**;, thry writ* miss­
ing in action in Karnataka. 
If  a BJP government is seen 
to  be just as corrupt as any 
previous Congress regim e. 
Brand Modi loses its sheen 
and unique sc ling point.

Second ly , the  rem a rk ­
ably accurate Axis exit poll 
show s w om en vo ting  for 
Congress in fir  larger num­
bers ihan BJP. W hereas the 
gap  in voting p references 
betw een the two main par­
ties w as 5 per ccnt among 
men. it was a whopping 11 
%  among women. A double 
dig it gap  am ongst women

make a crucial difference. 
This time, the impact o f  price 
rise  on household budgets 
was decisive.

Thirdly, the results map 
o f  Karnataka show that Con­
gress out-perform ed BJP in 
rela tive ly  underdeveloped  
areas with lower per capita 
income. The A xis exit poll 
co n firm s  th is: those  w ith 
a fam ily  m onth ly  incom e 
spend o f  less than Rs 10,000 
gave Congress a  massive 11 
%  edge over BJP while the 
saffron party did much bet­
ter am ongst higher income 
groups. Hie BJP d idn’t win 
a sing le  o f  K arnataka's 15 
Sc heduled  T ribe  reserved  
se a ts  a nd  on ly  12 o f  36 
Scheduled  C aste  reserved 
seats . Congress dom ina t­
ing both key blocs. This is 
in  sharp contrast to recent 
trends where ‘Garecb-Dalit- 
A divasi' voters have been 
a t the heart o f  the B JP 's 
vast ‘ labharti’ (beneficiary) 
constituency. W hen poorer 
voters start deserting a party 
in  such large numbers, the 
w arn in g  s ig n s  can n o t be 
ignored.

Fourthly, Karnataka has 
shown up the limits to poli­

tics o f  religious polarization. 
Right through 2022, the BJP 
in K arnataka  con scio u s ly  
sloked H indutva majoritar- 
ian politics: M uslim s were 
routinely demonized through 
cam paigns over hijab, halal 
and a /aan. From castigating 
T ipu Sultan to  venerating  
Savarkar, the BJP w as hop­
ing to stoke a Hindu-Muslim 
divide, liven Christians w ere 
not spared: anti-conversion 
laws were targeted at Chris­
tian missionaries. Not only 
did this shrill campaign con­
solidate minority votes, it also 
a liena ted  num erous Hindu 
voters desirous o f  a m ore 
harm onious social clim ate. 
Home minister Amit Shah's 
warning to voters that Karna­
taka would be ‘afllicicd with 
rio ts’ i f  C ongress cam c to 
pow er smacked o f  last minute 
desperation.

F in ally , the  K arnataka  
verdict has highlighted BJP 's 
g e o g ra p h ica l c o n s tra in ts : 
‘BJP muki Dakshin Bharat' is 
a  reality that exposes the nar­
row ‘Hindi-I lindu-Hindustan’ 
narrative once again. An all 
Ind ia  po litica l pow er map 
reveals the BJP now controls 
a lesser land area and popu­
lation than non-BJP parties. 
A ‘one size fils a ll’ election 
strategy that doesn’t address 
regional sentiments and local 
sensitivities w ill struggle in 
states w ith distinctly robusl 
cultural identities.

W hich is w hy ihe B JP 
leadership may have to course 
correct in the lead up to 2024. 
A Modi-lcd BJP still remains 
an overwhelming favourite to 
win in a national election but 
the 'A ayega to Modi hi’ swag­
ger needs a dialing down. It 
isanage-old truism in politics 
and life that self-confidence 
can rapidly descend into self- 
defeating hubris. Lloyd’s all- 
conquering West Indians did 
lose, after all. to Kapil D ev’s 
rank outsiders in  the 1983 
World Cup!

Post-script: Sincc I started 
the column with a phone call 
from a Congress leader, let 
me end with a m ore pleasant 
call received from a senior 
BJP leader apologizing for 
remarks made by the party’s 
social media cell head Amit 
M alv iya  w ho accused  me 
on air in a live counting day 
show  o f  being a C ongress 
propagandist who should 're- 
lire*. "I am sorty for w hat was 
said, we need lo accept defeat 
more gracefully ." adm itted 
the BJP leader. Touche.

(T h e  w r i te r  i s  s e n io r  
j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  a u th o r .  
M ail:  ra j tleepsardesa iS  2  (a 
gmail.com )

Power scenario 
in M eghalaya 
in dire straits
Editor.
On reading Ihe Shillong 

T im es report o f  M ay 17. 
2023 it is  very disturbing 
for us residents o f  Shillong, 
lo  hear tha t Umiam lake 
has only 1 foot o f water left 
before a shutdow n o f  the 
turbines. The CM's dream 
o l a 10 billion i  economy 
by 2030 will just remain a 
dream, if  for half a day wc 
remain without power. Wc 
do not need Shillong Inter­
n a tional A irport. Wc can  
n uke  do w iih Guwahaii and 
K olkala A irports. But wc 
need Electricity and Water 
- the very basic necessities 
o f  life. Government claims 
that JJM has reacted 50 % 
coverage - How true is that? 
W hat kind o f  water supply is 
this? JJM gives only a pipe 
to  your house w ith  w ater 
flow ing to the lap only Iwicc 
a week. I live in Pynthorbah 
where wc have lo buy water 
every day. And wc get lo buy 
water bccausc wc are regular 
customers. I f  you arc not a 
regular customer, i f  you call 
the Bolero tank:r today, he 
will come and deliver water 
after two days. Ihe reason is 
lhat there is no power lo run 
the w ater pump lo fill up the 
water tanker. And there is a 
long queue o f  these tankers. 
The normal priec is Rs.450 
per tanker, now it has gone 
up lo  Rs 500. People who 
a rc  not regular custom ers 
offer the tanker Re1000 per 
tanker. Such is the state o f

drought in the wettest placc 
on earth. Why?

W hen the  B ritish came 
to Shillong they created the 
Ward's Lake lo supply w ater 
to the European ward. Why 
can't wc make more lakes for 
w ater supply? For household 
purposes w c need only a few 
crore litres o f  water. A lake as 
b igas Umiam is not required 
for drinking water. G ovem ­
inent has lo plan forward and 
calculate rise in population 
and sp rin g in g  up o f  new 
localities. New Shillong is 
developing ai a fast pace. 
From where w ill ihcy get 
water? Why are the Rangbah 
Shnongs not allowing people 
to drill water? The man who 
is selling water is  also selling 
drilled water.

Recently the Power M in­
ister said, "there is no way 
out. wc have to wait for the 
rains”. T his cannot happen 
every year. In a very bad year 
wc might have to  shut down 
all pow er unils completely. 
H ydro  pow er p lan ts  take 
decades 10 build. In ihe US 
Ihcy recycle water to produce 
electricity. Please G oogle lo 
read lhat w ater can be reused 
to  produce  hy d ro e le c tric  
power. A lso please Google 
'Largest water pum p in the 
w orld.’ You w ill find lhat 
this pump has a capacity o f  
pum ping 60 .000 litres per 
second and it takes 4 MW 
lo run it. A s per my rough 
ca lcu la tion , assum ing  the 
Umiam dam  goes down by
2 cm  per day. that is equal 
to 450 mill ion litres o f  water 
per day assuming the area is 
equal to  a catchmcnt area. 
T he w orld’s largest w ater

pum p can pum p 5 billion  
litres o f  water per day. The 
capacity o f  this largest pump 
in the  w orld , is  11 lim es 
the requirement o f  w ater in 
U miam Power plant per day. 
A much sm aller pum p can 
be used to rccyclc Umiam. 
T he w ebsite o f  th is  pum p 
manufacturer is- actionclcc- 
iricmotorandpump.com.

Yours ctc.
David S. Jyrwa 

Shillong - I

Elections done 
and dusted; Govt 
workers unpaid
Editor.
1 am  w riting lo  express 

my conccrn about the non­
payment o f  honorarium  to 
West Ja in tia  H ills D istrict 
gove rnm en t w orkers w ho 
w ere deployed for election 
duties in  the recently con­
cluded M eghalaya Legisla­
tive A ssembly elections. It 
is distressing to learn lhat. 
d esp ite  the long -stand ing  
tradition o f  conducting such 
an essential exercise, govern­
m ent w orkers w ho labour 
tire lessly  during  elec tions 
remain unpaid.

D esp ite  w o rk in g  long  
hours, especially from Feb­
ruary 1st to M arch 2nd. there 
has been no payment for gov­
ernment personnel deployed 
on duty for the polls till date. 
Wc understand that ihe elec­
tion proccss is critical lo our 
democracy, and the involve­
m ent o f  gove rnm en t e m ­
ployees in guaranteeing fair
elections must be recognized
and  respected through the

payment o f  the honorarium. 
During elections, they work 
round the clock, and  their 
devotion and passion should 
be recognized

T he E lection C om m is­
sion, in  collaboration with 
ihcofliccoflhe Deputy Com ­
missioner, West Jaintia Hills 
D istrict, is responsible for 
ensuring the smooth conduct 
o f  the c lcctiors process, and 
one o f  its primary responsi­
bilities is to  guarantee lhat 
go v e rn m e n t o f fic ia ls  a rc  
compensated fairly for ihcir 
services. This failure o f  the 
D istrict A dm inistration to 
diligently cany  out its duties 
calls into doubt the office's 
commitment D safeguarding 
democratic values.

I request the Deputy Com ­
missioner's office to resolve 
this matter at the earliest and
lo ensure that government of­
ficials receive ihcir just hono­
rarium. Ii is crucial to express 
gratitude to th: officials who 
have played critical roles in 
maintaining the integrity o f  
our democracy. Failure lo do 
so undermines their labour 
and  d isen fran ch ises  the ir  
contributions.

Youns etc.. 
A conccmcd Govern­

ment official.
Name withheld on 

request

Irrelevant 
Question

Editor.
Apropos tic  news report 

(ST. May 21st 2023) c ap ­
tioned  "V P P postures Po ­
litical Agend*; NPP.”  W.R. 
K harlukhi. NPP State Presi­

dent said thill he convcycd 
to VPP that the Reservation 
Policy was bound by Article 
16  Clause 4 o f  the Constitu­
tion and asked the VPP. "In 
which part o f  the Constitution 
is it said  that the reservation 
policy is based on popula­
tion?"  In this conncction . 
it would be  ridiculous and 
foolish on my part i f  I ask 
w hkh part o f  the Constitution 
provides 40%  quota for ihe 
Garo and 40%  for the Khasi- 
Jaintia ST? H Is equally irrel­
evant to ask the legislator. "In 
which part o f  the Constitution 
the sa id  quota  o f  reserva­
tion should not be based on 
population."

It may be noted that the 
Constitution em pow ers the 
S ta te  G o v crn m e n t/U T  to 
make provisions for reserva­
tion o f  appointment o f  posts 
in favour o f  any  backward 
class be  it ST, SC o r OBC. 
It a lso  em pow ers the state 
to determine the criteria and 
ihe base before awarding the 
quota to the ST  category prin­
cipally based on population.

On the above analogy, ihe 
T clangana G overnm ent in 
the recent past has enhanced 
the quota o f  the ST category 
to  10 pcrecnt from the cur­
rent six percent in the state 
wiihout wailing for Centre’s 
approval for the bill passed 
by the legislature based on 
the increase o f  ST population 
after a lapse o f  8 years only 
(news report ST Sept, 2022 
captioned Tclangana decided 
to enhance tribal quota to 10 
percent).

H cncc  the  M eg halaya  
Reservation  Policy in the 
present form is baseless and

illegal. It is ne ither based  
on popu la tion  n o r  on  the 
size o f  the area. Wc should 
keep in mind that both Garo 
and Khasi-Jaintia belong lo 
the same category (i.e ., ST 
category) w ho are equally  
backward classes. Apart from 
those Khasi-Jaintia and G iro  
residing in the towns, major­
ity o f  them who arc residing 
in the far-flung villages arc 
very poor and backw ard lo 
the point that they arc living 
h a lf  naked and half fed and 
arc victims o f  malnutrition, 
diseases and premature death. 
Hence there is no  justifica­
tion to say that Garo is more 
backward than Khasi-Jaintia 
and vicc versa. Both arc equal 
so  far a s backw ardness is 
conccmcd.

W ithout prejudice lo our 
G aro  brethren , the present 
reservation policy is therefore 
detrimental to the future o f  
our generation (Khasi-Jaintia) 
and is also a complete disad­
vantage to ou r community. 
W orse is the Roster system 
which if  implemented w ill be 
a fatal blow to Khasi-Jaintia 
jo b  seekers. Its impact will be 
so alarm ing that G od alone 
know s what will happen in 
the days and years to come. 
It a ll depends on how  our 
leaders will struggle and fighl 
for justice.

Yours etc.
Svetlana Wankhar,

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number oI the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be puMtshed.

Opp fires salvo for 
2024: Boycotts new 

Pari opening
By Shivaji Sarkar

The battle royalc begins 
for ihe Lok Sabha elections
2024. over the new Parlia­
m ent bu ild ing . The co m ­
bined opposition led by the 
C o n g re ss  has d e c id e d  to  
boycott the inauguration o f  
the new Parliament building 
on M ay 28 and may even 
consider abandoning the new 
building.

The inauguration o f  the 
new Parliancnt building has 
brought virtually the entire 
opposition on one platform. 
Releasing lie Joint Statement 
o f  Like-Minded Opposition 
Parlies. Sanjay Rout. Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MP said. "All 
opposition parties have de­
cided to boycott the inaugu­
ration o f  the new Parliament 
building on May 28 and w e 
will also do ihe sam e." said 
Raut. Tlic statement lu s  the 
name o f  the Congress and 18 
other parlies.

T his paves the  way for 
most non-BJP parties to  come 
together on a common issue 
o f  not maintaining propriety 
and parliamentary traditions 
o f  the protocol o f  precedence 
o f  ihe President o f  India. The 
joint opposition has said the 
President could not be ig­
nored and ihe prime minister 
cannot lake precedence in 
matters o f  Parliament. It is 
possible that the entire Op­
position would meet in Delhi 
to dceidc tic  course o f  action 
for the elections lo 2024. just 
a year ahead. T he com ing 
together o f the Opposition 
would force the BJ P to have 
new strategies and throw up 
new challenges to keep the 
rivals at bay. Indian politics 
is warming up for an intense 
year-long electoral battle and 
polarisatioi o f  votes.

I f  the boycott extends to 
the new  building i ts e lf  as 
som e parties expressed so. 
it can lead to almost a direct 
clash between the ruling party 
and the opposition conglom­
erate. It is unprecedented in 
the history o f  Indian democ­
racy. However it remains to 
be seen if  it sm oothens up 
ihe internal contradictions o f 
the opposition a s  also how it 
would share the scats in cach 
o f  the states, lliough A A P is 
part o f  the combine it is not 
yet clear how it would stay 
together w  th the Congress.

At p resen t Lok Sabha 
has 543 members and Rajya 
Sabha 250. There is no Cen­
tral Hall inthe new'building. 
Joint sessions would be held 
in the Lok Sabha chambcr. 
This is likdy  lo happen from 
2026 as per a 2020 announcc- 
mcnt. This is lo allow  rep­
resentation in tunc with the 
rising population. It is being 
questioned by the opposition 
whether if  ihis formula is fol­
low ed then northern  India 
w ould ha \c  m ore represen­
ta tio n  w hile  S o u th  India  
w o u ld  lo tc  m any s c a ts ., 
bccausc o f  population im ­
balance. Sincc population 
has rcccded in  the South,
il w ill lose p ro p o rt io n a l 
representation.

Ih e  North East is likely 
lo  have minimum rise. The 
opposition says Parliament 
cannot work o n  hypotheses. 
C ongress is also question­
in g  w hich c cn su s  w ou ld  
be the basis fo r  the new  
representation form ula. The 
la st ccnsus w as  in  2011 . 
N o ccnsus for 2021 could 
be conducted  fo r the due 
lo  C o v id l9  lockdow n. No 
a rbitrary decision on such 
sensitive  issues should  be 
imposed.

There is a strong concern 
and an em erging view that 
the  num ber o f  Lok Sabha 
scats should be frozen  a t 
the present level and there 
is little  need to  increase the 
num bers as it would be un­
wieldy, cumbersome and im ­
practical. Apart from the cost 
o f  parliamentary operations a 
rise in number o f  MPs would 
disrupt thcfunctioningofthc 
House itself and also other 
unforeseen problems.

Ih e  present Parliam ent 
building was com pleted in 
1927, and is now  going to 
h<* n«*;iriy 100 years old Thi> 
Lok S abh i and  the R ajya

Sabha passed resolutions for 
a  new building for holding 
Parliament. Consequently, 
on December 10, 2020, the 
foundation stone o f  the new 
building w as laid by Prime 
M inister Narendra Modi.

A large section o f  parlia­
mentarians slill believe lhat 
parliament should continue 
to  function from the present, 
iconic Parliam ent H ouse. 
The new building could be 
used for fancy confcrcnccs 
and other uses.

In a  joint communique on 
W ednesday. 19 parties led 
by the Congress have stated 
that they would boycott the 
inauguration as against the 
protocol it is not being done 
by the President Draupadi 
Murmu. as is the conven­
tion.

’’The inauguration o f  a 
new  P arliam ent bu ild ing  
is a mom entous occasion. 
Despite ou r belief that tlic 
governm ent is threatening 
democracy, we w ere open to 
sinking our differences and 
marking ihis occasion,” Ihe 
statement read.

The jo in t statement also 
said: "Undemocratic acts arc 
not new to the Prim e M in­
ister. w ho has relentlessly 
hollowed out the Parliament. 
Opposition Members o f  Par­
liament have been disquali­
fied. suspended and muted 
when they raised ihe issues 
o f  the people o f  Ind ia"

The statement adds, "M Ps 
from the Treasury benches 
have disrupted Parliament. 
Many controversial legisla­
tions, inc luding the three 
farm laws, have been passed 
with almost no debate, and 
Parliamentary Com mittees 
have been practically made 
defunct. The new Parliament 
building has been built at 
great expense during a oncc- 
in-a-ccnlury pandemic wilh 
no c o n su lta tio n  w ith  the  
people o f  India or MPs, for 
whom il is apparently  be­
ing built. W hen the soul o f  
democracy has been sucked 
out from the Parliament, wc 
find no value in a new build­
ing. Wc announce our col­
lcctivc decision to  boycott 
the inauguration o f  the new 
Parliament building."

RJD  R ajya Sabha M P 
Manoj Jha said that there is 
a need for course correction 
with the entire Parliament 
Building inauguration. Bi­
har IX*puly C h ief M inister 
Tcjashwi Yadav added “ Wc 
will boycott this."

CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaran i Yechury accused 
PM Modi o f  "bypassing" the 
President when the founda­
tion stone w as laid . TM C 
MP lX*rek O ’Brien took to 
Twitter to announce the par­
ty’s decision. "Parliament is 
not just a  new  building; it is 
an establishment with tradi­
tions, values, precedents and 
rules -  it is the foundation 
o f  Indian dem ocracy. PM 
Modi doesn’t get that. For 
him, Sunday’s inauguration 
o f  the new  building is all
about I. ME. MYSELF. So
count us out."

TM C MP Mahua Moilra 
tweeted "President o f  India 
is number I . vice president 
is no 2 and PM is third. This 
is not Modiji’s  griha-pravcsh 
that he built with his own 
money. Not attending May
28 party."

Prime M inister Narendra 
Modi and Lok Sabha Speak­
er O m  Birla will dedicate to 
the nation the new Parlia­
ment building on May 28. 
Invitations have been sent 
in both physical and digital 
form s to ihe MPs o f  both 
Houses.

The statem ent includes 
the names o f  the Indian Na­
tional Congress. Aam Aadmi 
Panv, Nationalist Congress 
Party . Sh iv  Sena (U B T ) 
C P I-M . C P I. S am ajw adi 
Party. Rashtriya Janata Dal. 
Jharkhand M ukti Morelia, 
N ational Conference. Ker­
ala Congress (mani) Revo­
lu tionary  Socia list Party. 
V idhuthalalai Chiruthaigal 
K a tch i. M D M K . In d ian  
Union Muslim League, and 
Rashtriya Lok Dal.
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Doles, denionocracy
A game o f  one-upmanship can be expected before 
the 2024 Parliament polls. The tone was set in Kar­
nataka, where the Congress party promised the moon 
to the people through its manifesto and registered 
a resounding victory. The first step Siddaramaiah's 
cabinet took post haste was to implement the five 
promises the party made in the manifesto - includ­
ing a payment cf Rs 2000 to every housewife every 
month as dole and similar payments to jobless gradu­
ates and diploma holders, etc. The BJP promised to 
ensure security lo women in the streets, but this was 
“too little.” The Congress party, energized by the 
Karnataka win, is set to make similar offers to the 
voters in Madhya Pradesh and possibly in the other 
assembly-poll-bound states too.

For, this is a do-or-die battle for the Congress party 
at this hour. The party had tasted success on another 
front too in the- polls in Himachal Pradesh, when 
it promised to restore the Old Pension System for 
government employees something that had been 
revised toa Contributory Pension Scheme in 2003 by 
the AB Vajpayee government and which was backed 
by the Manmohan Singh-lcd UPA governments too. 
The Planning Commission then headed by Singh 
had cautioned that a return to OPS would bankrupt 
governments. But, the Congress governments in 
Rajasthan. Chhattisgaih etc have already returned to 
the OPS to please this influential segment. At what 
cost to the nation, is the big question. Caught in a 
cleft stick, the Centre has set up a high-level panel 
to review the OPS-CPS scenario.

In terms of doles, chances are that the BJP would 
initiate a matching “wooing” exercise in the run-up 
to the Parliament polls. BJP failed to outwit the 
Congress in Ka-nataka as it had already released its 
manifesto o f promises a day before the Congress did 
it. A recent attempt to effect checks on political par­
ties vis-a-vis milking poll-related offers that would 
jeopardize the economy should have been taken 
forward with the Supreme Court’s involvement. 
The present scenario would snowball into a huge 
threat not just to the economy but to democracy and 
national well-being too. Regional party leaders are 
masters in playing dirty games. The Congress too has 
degraded itself U> that level. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi should have acted in the best interests o f the 
nation and stemmed the rot. The dole raj must end. 
As a Chinese proverb aptly says. “If you give a man 
a fish, you feed him for a day. But if you give him 
a fishing rod. you feed him for a lifetime.” Wisdom 
is alien to the mindset o f our politicians.

Governance Institutions 
Need to Converge

G oing by the num ber o f  
in stitu tio n s in M eghalaya  
cach tasked w ith governance 
and hence meant to b e  peo­
p le-cen tric  one  w ould a s ­
sume that governance would 
have reached the last m ile in 
the last 50 years but such is 
not the case and socio-cco- 
nomic surveys reveal that wc 
are not quite there and that 
large sections o f  our people 
are still beyond the pale o f  
governance. True, tha t we 
arc al I m ore connected to our 
Dorbar Shnong which is our 
first "go  lo" institution for 
our problem s which includc 
poor water supply, bad roads, 
pow er cuts ctc. The Dorbar 
Shnong then escalate those 
problem s lo  the MLA o r the 
M IX ' and  som etim es with 
the departm ents conccrncd. 
It depends on how pro-active 
the D orbar Shnong and their 
oflicc bearers are.

Now let u s look at the in­
stitutions in  M eghalaya and 
sec w hat cach one  is doing. 
At the top o f  the pyramid is 
the G overnment (and here  I 
am  using the pyramid as a 
model because  the people 
arc farthest from the Govern­
m ent). T he governm ent is 
somehow disconnected from 
the d is tr ic t councils . O ne 
sees no sharing o f  responsi­
bilities: no engagement o f  the 
ADCs in project implemen­
tation. T he G overnm ent is 
also estranged from the Dor­
bar Shnong and only engages 
them on and off. T here is no 
connccting link no um bili­
cal cord that jo in s the ADCs 
to the Government and which 
w ould have ensured better 
outreach especially when it 
com es to  environm ent con­
servation since ihe ADCs are 
supposed to be more closely 
c o n n ec ted  to  th e  D orba r 
Shnong/Nokm a ship1 Village 
D evelopment Council etc.

The second Institution is 
the D istrict C ouncil which 
has a  set o f  du ties and re­
sponsibilities as m andated 
by the Sixth Schedule o f  the 
Constitution and which cer­
tainly is not reduced to m ak­
ing footpaths and  bridges, 
thereby encroaching into the 
domain o f  the state govern­
ment. I am  even w ondering 
w hy the D istrict Councils 
are engaged in construction 
work a t all. They constructed 
som e bu ild ings righ t next 
to  th e  U m iam  L ake  (a c ­
cessib le  th rough  the  road 
next to Marten in M awiong) 
several yean; ago. 1 last saw  
th o se  b u ild in g s  in  2019 . 
They seemed to be meant for 
tourism purposes but the way 
they a rc  designed is an a r ­
chitect's nightmare. Instead

By Patricia M ukhini

o f  looking out at the Umiam 
Lake the part o f  the build­
ing  fac ing the Lake is a ll 
cemented. So. it's  really one 
o f  those matchbox buildings. 
No creativity; no thought for 
ambiance. It's just a building 

that's it. A substantial sum 
o f  money has been invested 
in  those buildings. W hy are 
they not put to use? And by 
the way that ispublic money 
that has been used.

The District Councils are 
custodians o f  rivers, forests, 
waterways ctc. And now they 
have one more pow er source 

th a t o f  g ran ting  b u ild ­
ing permissions. In the fust 
place should the granting o f  
building permissions be un­
der the ambit o f the District 
Councils? Which part o f  the 
6th Schedule sjys that? What 
is  ‘custom ary that needs to 
be conserved  about bu ild ­
ings? A re the Councils even 
seized o f  the reed  to  protect 
heritage buildings because 
that has something to  do with 
legacy, tradition and custom­
ary practices. L et’s facc it 
there is nothing traditional 
about new  build ings. I t's  
all in the domain o f  modern 
engineering so how  docs the 
District Council com c into 
this domain? It's a question 
that we need an answ er to. 
From  w hat appears in  the 
press, the District Councils 
are  not focussed on the ir  
prim ary duty a s authorities 
g iv in g  trading licenses to  
non-tribals. From the manner 
in which different pressure 
groups are going around and 
checking trade licenses and 
also c losing down shops, it 
would appear that the District 
C ounc ils  have ou tsourced  
th is  task o f  g ranting trade 
licenses and checking out on 
violators to pressure groups. 
I f  they have not done so then 
they should not remain silent 
w hen so m e o ie  s te p s  in to  
their domain.

T he nex t n stitu tion  in 
the order o f  h crarchy is the 
Syiemship. Other than col­
lecting taxes from  markets 
and oversecirg  forests and 
com m unity owned (Ri Raij) 
land and other non-revenue 
land , the  Syicm  d o c s  no t 
seem  lo have any authority 
today. Since tie  Syiem s are 
not w ithin the purview o f  the 
Right to  Information (RT1) it 
is difficult to investigate how 
they spend pifclic resources 
bccausc any form o f  taxation/ 
co llec tion  frcm the public 
should b e  subject to scrutiny 
and to public audit. This has 
never happened and is un­

likely to  happen because no 
one wants to disturb the hor­
net's nest. There is no known 
equivalent o f  the Syiemship 
in G aro Hills. The Dollois 
in Jaintia H ills operate more 
o r  less like  the Sy iem s in 
term s o f  granting land leases 
to  different industrial units 
such  a s cem ent com panies 
and coke units o r  alienating 
land for mining coal etc and 
they d o  this in collaboration 
w ith the  D istric t C ouncil. 
T he Syiem s. acco rd ing  to 
me. arc operating in a grey 
area with each Syicm doing 
w hat he knows best.

The fourth and the most 
widespread grassroot institu­
tion is the D orbar Shnong' 
D orbar C h n o n g  in K hasi 
Jaintia Hills and the Village 
Dev C ouncil1 D evelopment 
Com m ittees ( in  M unicipal 
a rcas)in  G aro  Hills, th ese  
in sho rt a re  w hat can  be 
term ed as  M eghalaya's hier­
archy o f  needs. These institu­
tions draw ing their strength 
from tradition and therefore 
ho ld ing  fast to  the  notion 
that w omen cannot be  equal 
stakeholders in the Dorbar. 
have functioned to  the best 
o f  their ability. But it takes 
a ll k inds o f  men to  m ake 
a Rangbah Shnong. Som e 
stand out for being pro-active 
and adopting m odern gover­
nance methods; others; that 
arc less educated and ineffec­
tive tend to  make up by being 
noisy. But they all function 
w ith in  th e  am bit o f  th e ir  
mandate. The problem  with 
Rangbah Shnong is that they 
work pro-bono in w hat can 
at best be  called a thankless 
job . Yet there are  so many 
problem s that they resolve 
within the ir jurisd ic tion . It 
is not fair for any person to 
work pro-bono and for us as 
residents to  expect them to 
address our every need. Why 
can ihe Government work on 
this and ensure that adequate 
funds are  a lloca ted  to  the 
Dorbar Shnong so  that the 
Rangbah Shnong d on 't need 
to  be tied to the coat-tails and 
apron strings o f  politicians. 
They can assert their rightful 
authority and also undertake 
d evelopm en t w ork w ith in  
the ir villagcs'Iocalitics. This 
is the grassroots governance 
tha t M eghalaya needs and 
which will address the socio­
econom ic  concerns o f  the 
people here.

Hie D orbar Shnong have 
several schools in the ir re­
spective jurisdictions. They 
can  be  em pow ered  to in­
spect the schools from tim e

to tim e to  ensure that they 
function w ell: that teachcr 
absenteeism is checked; that 
learning is happening under 
com petent teachers and that 
students arc going back home 
not with more doubts in their 
minds but with confidence. It 
is pointless lo  expect the In­
spectors o f  Schools to inspect 
all the schools in Meghalaya. 
The Dorbar Shnong can be a 
strong supervisory authority. 
T his w as tried in Nagaland 
and met with success. Even 
the Anganwadi centres and 
Health Sub cen tres can  be 
reg u la rly  c h ec k ed  b y  th e  
D orba r Shnong . B ut they 
must receive due remunera­
tion for their time, dedication 
and effort.

Soon w c will be observ­
ing World Environment Day. 
Meghalaya like every other 
sta te  and nation is passing 
through uncertain w eather 
co nd itions. T h is  is like ly  
to cause a down slide in ag ­
ricu ltu ra l p roduction . Yet 
again  the D orbar Shnong 
can collaborate with the line 
Departments o f  Agriculture. 
Horticulture. Soil Conserva­
tio n . F orest D ep artm en t. 
Water Resources Department 
cl al. If  the D orbar Shnong 
effectively discharges its du ­
ties as the last mile institution 
w c might still see better days 
ahead. T he Dorbar Shnong 
has the wherewithal to  check 
if  those building homes and 
offices w ithin their ju risdic­
tions actually follow the rule 
in the building perm ission. 
For to o  long  the bu ild ing  
perm issions w ere  g ran ted  
by the Urban A ffairs D epart­
m ent fo r M unic ipal a re as 
and there w as no check or 
supervision on w hether the 
buildings have observed all 
regu la tions v is-a -v is  the ir 
septic tanks and drains and 
whether they have observed 
the m andatory distance from 
the main road and from riv­
ers. Everywhere wc lum the 
rivers have bccom c recep­
tacles for la trines and  also 
garbage dum ps. Ii looks as 
if  the Dorbar Shnong have 
abdicated their duties. This 
can no longer happen. There 
has to b ea  chain o f  command 
and control and accountabil­
ity at every level.

T h e  M e g h a la y a  H igh  
Court has now come down 
heavily on the dereliction o f  
duties by all the institutions. 
It's time that cach Institution, 
traditional o r modern, learns 
to work together rather than 
against cach  other bccausc 
o f  bloated political egos. The 
public needs to hold all the 
institutions accountable.

W hy
com m unalise

crime?
Editor,
The recent asst ult case  o f  

one cab driver belonging one 
ethnic group reportedly by 
few fellow taxi drivers o f  
another community is  being 
portrayed os a clash between 
local and  non-local c o m ­
munities. Im m cdotcly after 
the assault case. Meghalaya 
Po lice  sw ung irito ac tion  
and arrested the alleged as­
saulters from Assam. Such 
sw ift action  by Jic policc 
re su ltin g  in  arrest o f  the 
assailants point to the fact 
tha t M eghalaya  Police  is 
com petent enouj^i to track 
down accused persons i f  they 
wish to apprehend the cul­
prits. H ow ever, from 1979 
onwards, numerous cases o f  
assaults, murder, arson and 
other form s o f  crim e have 
regularly happened against 
one  p a rticu la r  section  o f  
people  in  M eghalaya, but 
there is hardly any evidence 
or result to show hat Police 
had actcd  in such alacrity  
in arresting o r taking action 
against the perpetrators o f  
those crim es. The unsolved 
murder c a sc o f  Nikhil Dcy. a 
taxi driver last year is a g lar­
ing testimony to  this fact.

S tree t b raw ls and  road 
rage  a rc  com m on o c c u r­
rences in every city and town 
which generally dies dow n 
without much ado with ap­
propriate action  by Policc 
and minimal interference by 
the civil socicty. However.

such incidents in Meghalaya 
arc judged  on the  basis o f  
racial profiling o f  the per­
petrator and victim  and the 
latest ease is no exception. 
In M eghalaya, i f  the victim 
happens to Ik* from the domi­
nant com m unity , im m edi­
ately such attack is branded 
as an  u n p ro v o k ed  rac ia l 
attack w hereas the fact may 
be  completely opposite. One 
cannot deny the possibility o f  
the victim 's role in instigat­
ing o r provoking the accuscd 
but subsequent hullaballoo 
raised by NG Os and other 
o rg an iz a tio n s co m p lete ly  
drowns this vital point. It is 
not yet known whether the 
victim  w as a ssau lted  only 
because he belonged  to  a 
particular community o r for 
any other reason but efforts 
a re  a lw ays be en  m ade to  
depict it a s  a racial attack by 
in te rested  p a rties  w ithout 
any credible evidence. Has 
the authority tried to  lind the 
real reason o f  the incident? 
I f  so. they should share the 
truth with the citizenry im ­
mediately. The attackers arc 
definitely at fault but it never 
exonerates the victim  o f  any 
crim e, w ho might be more 
o r equally  responsib le  for 
the incident. A lthough, it is 
the responsibility o f  district 
administration to  quell such 
situation by tak ing  appro­
p r ia te  m e asu re s c o u p lcd  
with fair investigation which 
however, appears to  be a  far 
cry  in ou r S tate  consider­
ing the history o f  past five 
decades.

Yours etc..
N.K. Kchar,
Shillong - 3

K eeping up 
with the tim es

Editor,
E f fo r ts  by  th e  K h as i 

Authors; Society for inc lu­
sion o f  the Khasi language 
in the E ighth Schedule  o f  
the Constitution o f  India is 
commendable. But the poor 
standard o f  Khasi literature 
and Khasi newspaper* also 
proves to  b e  a deterrent in 
this journey. T his is the main 
reason why the Sahitya Aka- 
dcmi has delayed recognition 
o f  the Khasi language.

K hasi lite ra tu re  should 
mirror contemporary life, by 
critiquing and highlighting 
contem porary socio - eco­
nom ic prob lem s a ffec ting  
contemporary Khasi socicty. 
It cannot remain stuck in old 
- world Radhon Sing Berry 
proverb ia lism s o f  e lderly  
teachings, priggish exhorta­
tions. fables and  legends, 
bumpkinly sappy saccharine 
expressions o f  requited /  un­
requited love o r harping on 
patriotism and  past glory.

Flexibility in keeping up 
with the tim es is  urgently 
required for Khasi literature 
to  bccom c  c ontem pora ry , 
o r to  achieve contemporary 
na rra tiv es , con tem p o ra ry  
tonalities and novel modes 
o f  expression. Its language 
and  c o n tcn t sh o u ld  have 
an a u th en tic ity  b ased  on 
how Khasis speak and con­
verse today, rem oving  a ll 
archaism s. It should  sh ift 
perspectives, and rejcct ri­
g id ity  forever. I ts  len ses  
and dialectics must operate

rea lis tica lly , s e e in g  c o n ­
tem porary so ;io  • economic 
problem s anc contemporary 
socio - cultural problem s as 
all - important.

Translations and critical 
s tu d ie s  in to  E ng lish  a nd  
other foreign languages can 
hence be met i f  there’s an 
equation in sophistication, 
high literariness and refine­
ment in comparison to other 
le ad in g  lite ra tu res  o f  the 
world.

Yours etc., 
W illie Gordon Suting.

Shillong I

N o driving  
ethics at all!
Editor.
Through your esteem ed 

daily. I would like to  draw  
the  attention o f readers to  an 
issue that is affecting every 
citizcn o f  Shillong. For the 
past few  years the driving 
ethics o f  drivers and riders 
o f  the city  la s  gone from  
bad to  worse. M aintaining 
lane disciplirc does not ex­
ist here  especially  by two 
wheelers. I too used to ride 
a two-wheeler but times have 
changed. Riders today have 
no patience io stick to one 
lane for a few seconds; they 
w ill g o  around  and  m ake 
multiple lanes thus leading 
to  congestion. Yesterday as I 
w as walking past Dhankhcti, 
I witnessed an arm y ambu­
lance stuck <s the entrance 
to  W ood lane hospital w as 
blockcd by taxis and Rapido 
riders. The trm y  m en had 
to  can y  the patient on foot

to  rcach the hospital. T his 
is so w rong and should not 
happen to anyone.

During peak hours o f  the 
day. c ars  a re  seen  double  
park and som etim es even 
tr ip led  park on the Laitu- 
m k hrah  m ain  ro ad . D on 
Bosco square becomcs a two 
w heeler parking lot. I f  you 
try  to reason with the driv- 
ers 'car ow ners the reply is. 
“school duty.” The fact that 
they think it's  a valid reason 
to  park on the road and block 
the flow o f  traffic is just so 
w rong. T his goes to  show  
how selfish ou r socicty has 
bccomc. The Shillong Traf­
fic policc. docs not clam p or 
take any action against these 
vehicles, but i f  you park at 
that sam e placc in the eve­
ning you will without a doubt 
be lined by the Department. 
The same is the case with the 
road next to St. E dm und's 
School/C ollcgc. Its strange 
how it works. The V V IP 's 
add to  the frustration o f  the 
drivers and riders when they 
zap through the m iddle with 
their extra large cars just to 
clog the traflic even more. 
During school hours, these 
exira large government cars 
are  seen haphazardly parked 
just to  pick up or drop one 
student. The government had 
earlie r introduced STEM S 
(Sustainable Transport and 
Efficient M obility Society) 
to rcducc congestion, but it 
has no takers and not a  single 
bus is seen plying since its 
inauguration.

Now com ing to  the m en­
ace o f  cab drivers, the in­
discriminate parking o f  tais 
in Keating road has lefi no

space for other cars to  ply 
and pedestrians to walk. The 
cluster o f  cabs in Khyndailad 
pose the sam e problem s. I 
have stopped using m y car 
and  tw o- w heeler for tw o 
m on ths now . bu t be ing  a 
pedestrian in Shillong is  as 
troublesom e and  d ifficult. 
Trying to cross the road at 
a zebra  cro ssing , you  get 
yelled at by vehicle drivers. 
Footpaths arc  sm all, often  
with vendors and haw kers 
occupying them. Then there 
arc broken tiles, and some­
tim es there 's even an clcctric 
pole smack in the middle.

I f  you were to  com e out 
a fte r  8 :30  pm . the streets 
o f  Shillong become G rand 
Prix o r FI racing circuits. 
They drive/1 ride at danger­
ous speeds w ithout a  carc in 
the w orld and there’s no one 
to  stop  them. Just recently 
two horrific accidcnts were 
repo rted ; i f  so m eth ing  is 
not done the num bers w ill 
increase.

To sum it up. the chaotic 
traflic situation is getting out 
o f  hand and that day is not far 
o f f  w hen a pedestrian will 
get shouted just for walking. 
Shillong drivers and riders 
need to be strictly cducatcd 
on driving cthics and cour­
tesies. I urge the conccrncd 
authorities to take swift ac­
tion i f  they have any sense o f  
responsibility.

Yours etc..
Name w ithheld on request.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shilton}’ Times

New Shillong 
but Same Old 

Mistakes
B y Aibanskhem  Nongspung

Traffic congestion in the 
c ity  o f  Shillong has practi­
c a lly  becom e part o f  ou r 
daily burden, and the future 
does look bleak. Perhaps the 
solution lo this problem will 
happen when hell freezes 
over. No matter how much 
wc complain about i t . traf­
fic problems arc here to  stay 
. To use the excuse o f  being 
stuck in traflic a s the reason 
for being late to school or 
o lficc  has bccom c trite  to 
say the  least. But w hat is 
disheartening and frustrat­
ing is that nothing is being 
done to avoid repeating the 
traffic problems and errors in 
the so-called New Shillong 
Tow nship.

T ra ffi ; w oes have b c ­
com c  an everyday  p ligh t 
especially along the stretch 
o f  ro ad  le ad in g  to w a rd s  
NEIGR1HMS. particularly  
the  M aw pat I tsh y rw a t 
ju n c tio n  . T his w as not a 
problem o f the past but is o f  
recent origin. As one would 
expect, tlis is a by-produel 
(economists would call this 
a third party cffcct or more 
p recisely a negative exter­
na lity ) o f  the develop ing  
N ew  S hillong  T ow nship . 
Between 8 to  10 am. bum­
per to  buntpcr traffic at this 
junction makes the business 
o f  everyday life comc to a 
standstill. To m ake things 
w orse , there is  no  p roper 
dem arcation o f  lanes. The 
traffic congestion extends to 
all sides of the road and right 
up to  Itshyrwat hill. Two 
w hee le rs , fo u r w hee le rs , 
school bases, am bulances, 
lorries, army trucks, exca­
vators etc.. are all caught in 
the commotion. During this 
rush hour everyone wants 
to  take a le ft o r  right turn 
o r  move straight and in the 
proccss things turn from bad 
to worse. To aggravate things 
even further, a  good number 
o f  the vehicles from Assam 
and other states ply via (his 
narrow junction cn-routc to 
NEIGRIILMS and N EIAH. 
Safe to  say that the traffic 
c o n g es tio n  is c au se d  by

W ecotdd stan with short d is­
tance flyovers for that matter. 
Short distance  flyovers at 
critical junctions is not a big 
ask especially in areas, in 
and around New Shillong  
T ow nsh ip , s incc  the re  is 
still availability o f  land and 
space. These flyovers will 
help mitigate the traflic woes 
to a large extent. Moreover, 
prospective business estab­
lishments. educational insti­
tutions and other establish­
ments in and around this area 
should be asked to maintain 
some distance from the main 
road. Encroachment, a s  wc 
all know, is ano ther causc 
o f  traffic  congestion  as it 
limits the traflic and public 
moving spacc. Wider roads, 
more parking spaces, short 
distance  fly -ovcrs. proper 
footpaths and overpass for 
the pedestrians to  walk on 
can be some o f  the practical 
solutions to traffic problems 
that might arise in the New 
Shillong Township.

The existing situation in 
the New Shillong Township, 
however, looks less prom is­
ing and the same mistakes 
o f  the old Shillong arc more 
likely to be repeated. Roads 
arc still nanow ; there is no 
sight o f  flyovers; shops and 
other establishments arc be­
ing set up too close to  the 
road and there a re  no proper 
footpaths o r  ove rpass  for 
pedestrians to  walk on. It is 
only a m atter o f  time that the 
traflic problem s at the entry 
(Mawpat-Ilshyrwat junction) 
will spill over into the main 
parts o f  the new Township 
and all hell will break loose 
. We are already seeing signs 
o f  this along the stretch o f  
road outside NEIGR1HMS 
Hospital. This is obviously 
a  c lear indication o f  the lack 
o f  thinking and foresightcd- 
ness o f  those in chargc o f  
tilings, be it o f  the past or 
the present. H ence, w e arc 
seeing problem s o f  the past 
being  repeated  too  often . 
I am only referring to the 
traffic congestion problems 
here. There is also no indica­
tion that the improvements

lack o f  common sense and 
im proper traffic  m anage­
ment. but the latter seems to 
be  the more probable causc 
at the m om ent.

K eeping  in  m ind  tha t 
th is  ju n c tio n  le ad s in to  
the so-called New Shillong 
Tow nship, one  m ight say 
tha t it 's  ihe en try  g a te  lo 
N ew  S hillong , t h e  term  
N ew  Shillong has alw ays 
been a misnomer to  many. 
At times, it feels like the term 
was coined by estate agents 
to  drive up the price o f  land 
in this area. As things stand, 
this term has not necessarily 
rcflcctcd a shift o f  devel­
opm ent to this new  placc. 
although hat was the whole 
idea o f  designating it as New 
Shillong. M oving govern­
ment offices and other insti­
tutions to this new  site docs 
not make it a  new version o f  
the city. A proper foundation 
or infrastructure built around 
it is imperative. T his needs 
to  be different from the one 
existing in the old c ity  (let's 
call this o ld  Shillong). In 
particular, w e need new and 
innovative road infrastruc­
ture* and proper traflic man­
agement. W ithout them, the 
whole purpose o f  having a 
new township gets defeated. 
Construction o f  w ider roads 
and flyovers at critical junc­
tions is im portant to  case  
the irafliccongeslion. Given 
the high earthquake vulner­
ability o f -he region, the idea 
o f  ha v in ; flyovers has so 
far been unfathomable. But 
why not take calculatcd risks 
and venture into unehartcrcd 
territories? I am sure there 
a rc  experienced engineers 
and skilled technical experts 
w ho are qualified and up for 
the job. Moreover, with new 
and improved earthquake re­
sistant building technology, 
the dream o f  having flyovers 
could soon become a reality.

o f  road infrastructure in the 
form  o f  f ly -o v crs . w ide r 
roads etc.. will be part o f  
the governm ent’s strategy to 
develop N ew Shillong. This 
is indeed a w orrying state 
o f  affairs.

T he traffic scenario wc 
arc currently witnessing in 
old Shillong is a culmination 
o f  the mistakes o f  the past 
and the present. In csscncc. 
traffic congestion  at such 
a  high rate is due to  sheer 
g row th  in  the num ber o f  
vehicles on one hand and no 
change in road infrastructure 
on the other. In fact, there is 
no scope to  improve the road 
infrastructure  any further. 
A s things stand, there really 
seem s to be  no w ay out o f  
the problem and policy m ak­
ers have their back against 
the wall.

I bring to  atten tion  the 
exam ple o f  O ld Delhi and 
New Delhi to drive the point 
home. T here 's a stark d if­
ference  b e tw een  th e  tw o 
in terms o f  transport infra­
structure and the distinction 
between old and new makes 
sense. But this is  not so  in 
the ease o f  the capital o f  Me­
ghalaya . N othing is really 
new but only new  w ine in 
old bottles and the fact is too 
obvious to ignore. The traf­
fic problem at New Shillong 
is at its nasccnt stage but we 
cannot ignore the fact that it 
is growing day by day. Let 
us not repeat the m istakes 
o f  the past and the present 
bu t learn  from  them  and 
bring the necessary changcs. 
Changes need to be brought 
about to  deal with the im ­
pending traffic problem s in 
the new  part o f  thecily. 1 like 
to believe that w e still have 
time to  do something about 
th is . But then again  tim e 
and tide w aits for no man. 
Ultimately, the ball is in the 
court o f  the government and 
other stakeholders.
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xI f  opportunity doesn't knock, build a door. ”
—  M ilton B erle
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SSLC Results: Steep decline  
in pass percentage

THE Senior School Leaving Certificate (SSLC) 
results declared on Friday saw a decline o f  5% 
from the previous year's results. This year the 
pass percentage stands at 51.93 %  down 5% 
from last year’s 56.9 6%. This is attributed 
largely to the poor perform ance o f  students 
in G aro Hills which averages between 26-28 
%  only. This calls for serious introspection 
by the Meghalaya Board o f  School Education 
(M BOSE) and for the Education Department 
as a  whole. Why is it that after attending school 
regularly for the whole o f  2022. students have 
still performed so poorly? Is it a  cum ulative ef­
fect o f  students returning to school after a  two 
year hiatus? Are students yet to adapt to the 
classroom atmosphere and the real classroom 
learning? Without any survey it will be difficult 
to establish the reasons for the climbdown.

The MBOSE officials however, appear san­
guine about students o f  government run schools 
having performed much better than in the past. 
Also, many of the schools affiliated to MBOSE 
have got 100% pass percentage. As cxpcctcd, 
schools in East Khasi Hills and West Jaintia 
Hills scorcd much higher than their counter­
parts in the other districts. Another factor that 
has led to the decline in the results could also 
be linked to smartphone addiction. Every par­
ent goes through this agony o f  having to wean 
the children from their friend and confidante -  
their very world in fact. Yet the smartphone is 
an educational tool i f  used for the right reasons 
and at the right time. Smartphones have started 
competing with the sleep o f  students and adults 
as well.

The other im portant aspect relates to  the 
MBOSE textbooks especially at the HSSLC lev­
el. Teachers have detected errors and the books 
are not relatable to our students here, whether 
in terms o f  b o d  habits and culture. Education 
should be culturally appropriate and students 
in the rural areas should be able to comprehend 
the concepts that their urban peers do. But that 
docs not appear to be the ease. Rural schools 
arc known for poor infrastructure and poorer 
teaching methods. Meghalaya is paying the price 
for having appointed teachers not bccausc o f 
merit but because o f  their political affiliations 
and/or other considerations. In most missionary 
run school teachers arc appointed on the basis 
o f  their religion rather than their competencc. 
There are pressures and pulls from the members 
o f  the Managing Committees to appoint certain 
individuals and reject others. In fact, a time has 
come to start cleaning up the M anaging Com­
m ittees and appoint as members people who 
have som e icea o f  how educational institutions 
should be run and also the kind o f  text books 
that will elicit curiosity from students. There has 
to be a connect between the books, the teachers, 
the students, the classroom and the institution. 
A disjuncture in any o f  the above results in poor 
educational outcomes.

State in a State 
of Disarray

T he cu rren t im broglio  
over the Roster-Rcscrvation 
issue has turned into a com ­
edy o f  errors.Before the sc­
ries o f  meetings last wcek.the 
C hicf M inister spoke to the 
media like a wise old man 
w ith a magic wand when he 
said that a presentation has 
been prepared on the vexed 
issucand once it is presented 
to all the stakeholders which 
include the citizens o f  the 
s ta te , the  c o n fu s io n  su r­
rounding the issue w ill be 
cleared oncc and for all.So it 
all came to pass and the Chicf 
Minister's reassurance got a 
resounding approval from 
most o f  the major political 
parties except the VPP and 
the KHNAM; interestingly 
the U DP w as tight-lipped on 
this pressing issue after the 
all party  m eeting; perhaps 
they’re  just doing what they 
know best which is sitting on 
the fence. It was only yester­
day that Jcm ino M awthoh. 
one o f  the party leaders came 
out in support o f  a changc in 
the Reservation policy and he 
also said that there is a need 
for dialogue and an amicable 
solution to the Roster issue. 
The leaders o f  the Congress. 
BJP and the Trinamool C on­
gress on the other hand spoke 
to  the press to express their 
satisfaction with the govern­
ment's presentation.

M c a n w h  i I c H M 
Shangpliang.thc spokesper­
son o f  the BJP acted like the 
oversm art k id  in the  c lass 
w hen he sa id  tha t he w as 
the first person who raised 
the question o f  whether the 
roster system will be imple­
mented retrospectively and 
he a lso  said tha t he asked 
whether it will result in the 
removal o f  some employees 
who are already employed 
presum ably those from the 
Khasi Jaintia community to 
w hich the C h ic f  M in ister 
replied in the negative; basi­
cally he's giving h im self a 
pat on the back for raising 
such a smart question but to 
the understanding o f  many 
lay people and intelleetuals 
a like, the roster system  if  
implemented retrospectively 
will not result in the term i­
nation o f  those a lready in 
government service; it will 
result in reduced jo b  oppor­
tunities in the government 
sector for youths from the 
Khasi Jaintia community for 
no faults o f  theirs since the 
backlog if  the roster system 
is im plem ented retrospec­
tively will be carried over to 
fresh recruitments.

C om ing to the massive 
rally organized by the VPP 
on the May 19. '2023 at the 
parking lot near the addition­
al secretariat.it ended in an 
anticlimax and many people 
w ent back to  the ir  homes 
disappointcd.Thc leaders o f  
the VPP who attended the all 
party meeting staged a w alk­
out and when asked by the 
media their reason for doing 
so they simply said that they 
attended the meeting hoping 
tha t the governm ent w ill 
also address the reservation 
policy but the issue was not 
on the agenda,so tha t's the 
reason for the walkout.The 
C hief M inister had already 
said before the all party meet

By Gary Marbaniang

that the only agenda o f  the 
all party meet was the Roster 
system so  it ta llied  me that 
they feigned ipiorancc on the 
matter. As far as my opinion 
is  conce rned ,they  shou ld  
have sat through the entire 
meeting and take note o f  the 
key points front the meeting 
because they nailc a massive 
crow d wait fcr the outcome 
o f  die meeting but the leaders 
camc back empty handed not 
knowing what w as disc ussed 
in the meeting leaving the 
cix>wddisappcinied.Thc VPP 
stand on the matter is that the 
reservation policy must be 
changed first then they will 
be ready to  discuss on the 
roster system but I choose 
to differ: first the parly must 
unitedly oppose the imple­
mentation o f  ihe roster sys­
tem  retrospectively and if  
they oomc otr victorious on 
the roster system, it will give 
the party an impetus to take 
the fight to tie  government 
on the Reservation policy.

Tlic only person according 
to me who spoke wisely on 
the outcome o f the all party 
m eeting was the KHNAM 
president.M r Thom as Pas- 
sah. M r Passah who staged 
a walkout alter he had fully 
grasped the decision o f  the 
government siid tin t in some 
d ep artm e n ts ,a  ro s te r  has 
been preparec from 1972.SO 
the Roster system according 
to him will be implemented

Enough o f  my views on 
the Rosier- Reservation issue. 
For the youths o f  the statc.thc 
bigger question is, "Where 
will wc go  i f  wc don't get 
government jobs?”.Supposc 
next year, there will be 5000 
vacancics in various State 
G overnm en t d epartm en ts  
and let's say that for those 
5000jobs. 40.000 youths w ill 
apply. The question is  where 
will the 35.000 youths who 
will not be selected go.This 
problem is like the elephant 
in the room and no one wants 
to  discuss it.l guess majority 
o f  the people w ho clcctcd 
MLA’s belonging to the NPP 
have forgotten o r maybe they 
don't know in the first place 
that the C hicf Minister before 
the elcction,made a promise 
that if  the NPP party comes 
to  pow er it w ill c re a te  5 
lakh jobs. People with half a 
brain will know that such a 
promise is empty rhctoric.l 
think the C hicf M inister was 
just trying to outpromisc the 
T rinam oo l C o n g re ss  and 
Congress respectively whose 
poll prom ises were 3 lakh 
jobs and a jo b  for each fam­
ily  rcspcctivcly.For people 
who voted for the NPP.lhc 
m ajority  o f  whom  resides 
in G aro  H ills .if  the R os­
ter system is implemented 
rctrospcctivcly.it w ill give 
them a false sense o f  hope 
and security and make them 
forget about the promise o f

For people who voted fo r  the NPP. 
the majority o f  whom resides in Garo Hills, 

i f  the Raster system is implemented 
ivtrospectively.it will give them a fa lse sense o f  
hope and security and make them forget about 
the promise o f  5 lakh jobs but at (he end o f  the 

day.majority o f  the youths o f  the state from both the 
Khasi-Jaintia and Garo community will be left high 

and dry without any kind o f  jo b  security.

retrospectively.! guess wc 
will have just to wait for the 
presentation to be made pub­
lic before wc can all know 
what the real decision o f  the 
government is. Tlic govern­
ment initially tried to wash 
it's dirty hanih o f  the matter 
by say ing  lhat it w as the 
High Court that directed it to 
implement the Roster system 
retrospectively but the High 
Court put the ball back in the 
government’s court w hen it 
stated that it Ins left the date 
o f  im plem enta tion  o f  the 
roster system  to the good 
judgment o f  tic  government. 
As far as some jo b  v acancics 
that were released last year 
afte r  the  high court ju d g ­
ment on the p-cparation o fa  
Roster isconccmed.it scents 
that the government had de­
cided to implement the roster 
system rctrospcctivcly.Thc 
increased disillusionment in 
the Khasi and Jaintia hills is 
what made ti c government 
take  a softened  s tand  on 
the issue hcncc the all party 
meeting and the presentation 
but the real decision o f  the 
government will be known
oncc the so  callcd presenta­
tion is made public.

> lakh jobs but a t the end 
o f  the day.m ajority  o f  the 
youths o f  the state from both 
the Khasi-Jaintia and Garo 
community will be left high 
and dry w ithout any  kind 
o f  jo b  security.! think the 
C h icf M inister has played 
his cards right, knowing all 
too well the weakness o f  the 
clcctoratc to  fall for empty 
promises before every elec­
tion; ju st like M r Prcstonc 
Tynsong said."Wc entice the 
clcctoratc every five years 
and the clcctoratc fall for it 
every five years”.

The way ahead is promot­
ing homegrown micro, small 
and medium enterprises that 
will make our unique tradi­
tional products and service 
stands out in a global mar­
ket flooded with goods and 
services stam ped w ith the 
latest m odem  technology. 
Entrepreneurship and Labour 
is useless without Land and 
Capital. Sincc the family is 
the building block o f  society, 
giving cach and every child a 
share o f  the property will be 
a good start to invigorate the 
entrepreneurial spirit. Many
people will <ay why the need
to rake up this issue when

there arc a lot o f  families in 
Khasi society that don 't have 
any property lo distribute; 
such an opinion sounds right 
but looking from the larger 
p e rsp e c t iv e  o f  e conom ic  
growth, even i f  only a small 
percentage o f  families have 
property to distribute, it can 
have a multiplier effect on 
socicty a t largc;thc people 
who will inherit wealth and 
property because  o f  equ i­
table distribution could be­
come entrepreneurs creating 
jo b  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the 
le ss  p r iv ile g ed  m em bers 
o f  socicty. H owever, m ak­
ing equitable distribution o f  
property binding on parents 
through a law could break 
families apart and  create a 
spirit o f  animosity and hostil­
ity among family members. 
A changc in distribution o f 
property in the family and 
societal s tmcturc should only 
happen spontaneously i f  it 
really does happen.

The world is now in the 
midst o f  the fourth industrial 
revolution and many people 
will be  left behind i f  they 
don ’t brace themselves for 
the econom ic and techno­
logical transformation that 
is  ha ppening  right before  
our eyes. The result o f  the 
S e c o n d ary  S chool L eav ­
ing Certificate camc out on 
Friday and as usual people 
arc going  gaga over those 
students w ho m anaged to 
get in to  the Top 20 posi­
tion. W hat about those who 
failed and in all certainly the 
majority o f  whom will give 
up their pursuit o f  education? 
I he sad reality is that no one 
g ives a damn about them, 
tlic  pass percentage in Garo 
Hills is just over 30 pcrecnt 
while the pass percentage in 
South West Khasi H ills is 
only 50 percent. Where will 
the students who didn't make 
it go? I t 's  a  scary thought 
and scenario for the future 
p rospects o f  the State and 
its people.

T he basic idea o f  devel­
opment is to give everyone 
a platform and an opportu­
nity to grow irrespective o f  
their educational qualifica­
tion. background and perfor­
mance. Hie current education 
system based on rote learning 
has become redundant and it 
is no longer serving the needs 
and demands o f  the modem 
world. The need o f  the hour 
is to  increase  the num ber 
o f  educational institutions 
which impart vocational and 
technical education. Megha­
laya is at the crossroads; wc 
either choosc to move with 
the tim es o r wc choosc to 
remain stuck in the past. Un­
fortunately at the moment, 
there is a dearth o f  leader­
sh ip  w ith  a v ision to  take 
us to move with the times. 
T he econom ic potential o f  
the sta te  is boundless but 
ironically, right now w c'rc 
dem and ing  o u r  pound  o f  
flesh where the flesh is just 
a scrap!.The fight over the 
Reservation policy is a per­
fect example o f  fighting for 
scraps. If only wc have lead­
ers with the w isdom and tlic 
v ision w hocould lead us into 
the “Promise Land” by fully 
tapping the vast potential o f  
the state and its people.

Remembering a 
Khasi genius

By Barnes Mawrie

T his  S-inday M ay 28. 
2023  m arks th e  se ven th  
death  anniversary o f  late 
Dr. Sylvanus Sngi Lyngdoh 
SDB. With die demise o f  this 
great luminary the state o f  
Meghalaya and the Catholic 
Church o f  N ortheast India 
lost a v cry illustrious son o f 
the soil, lie  passed away at a 
very ripe old age o f  93 years. 
Fr. Sngi was and is still a 
household name among the 
Khasi-Pnat people. He is still 
an inspiration for many in the 
community. He was a multi- 
facctcd personality, a priest, 
pol it ician. author, healer and 
scholar par cxccllcncc. He 
was well ktow n for his intel­
lectual aciancn even during 
his studies abroad. I oncc 
met an old G erm an priest 
in Bavaria who happened to 
bcFr. Sngi s  university com ­
panion. I le was all praise for 
the Khasi priest and called 
him an intellectual genius. 
He rccullcd how Fr. Sngi was 
the brightest student in the 
class and was exceptionally 
well versed in G reek and 
Latin. In fact, he w as chosen 
by the uni»crsity to read an 
address in Latin to the Pope 
during their visit.

Apart from h is immense 
contribution to the Church 
th rough  his w ritings, h is 
inculturation o f  the Gospel, 
his pastoral ministry and his 
ministry of healing. Fr. Sngi 
was a great social reformer 
and a pol tical chanakya. 
It should not be  forgotten

when the state was on verge 
o f  President's rule, Fr. Sngi 
along with late II. S. Shy I la. 
succeeded in convincing the 
leaders o f  the three political 
parties to  comc to a com pro­
mise so as to form a working 
government. The people o f  
I lima Sohra still recall with 
gratitude the year 1985 when 
he succeeded to organize the 
crem ation o f  the dcccascd 
king Join Manik Syicm and 
his mother Syicmsad Shini- 
mai whose mortal remains 
had been lying in state for 
about twenty two years sincc 
their demise in 1963. This 
b rought a g rea t re lie f  to 
the royal family and to the 
people o f  the chieftainship 
at large.

Fr. Sngi's contribution to 
Khasi literature is undoubt­
ed ly  m assive . H is K hasi 
books arc rich in linguistic 
terms and phrases and they 
contain a sea o f  knowledge 
on K hasi cu ltu re , m yths, 
fo lk ta le s  and  K hasi c u s ­
toms and traditions. His well 
known newspaper Ka Sur 
Shipara which he started in 
1976 and which lasted for 
a lm ost tw o dccadcs. w as 
very cffcclivc in promoting 
political and socio-cultural 
awareness. It also served as 
a religious and moral educa­
tion for people. 1 would not 
be wrong to state that he is 
the greatest Khasi genius o f  
the late 2oth and early 21st 
Century. Bui I am painfully

He taught the Bhoi people not merely 
to be buyers but to sellers o f  their own 

agricultural products. The people o f  Nongkhrah 
(now famous fo r  its pineapples) still revere him 
fo r  insisting upon them to take up pineapple 
cultivation. Another social work o f  Fr. Sngi 

was the enulication o f  opium plantation and its 
consumption in the Ri Bhoi region.

that he wjs the one  w ho 
persuaded the Bhoi people 
to  take  up cu ltiva tion  o f  
other crops like tapioca, yam 
and maize: fniits like pine­
apples. bananas and differ­
ent types of vegetables. He 
made the people realize that 
sole dcpcrdencc on paddy 
would lead them to hunger 
and famin;. He taught the 
Bhoi people not merely to be 
buyers but to sellers o f  their 
own agricultural products. 
The people o f  N ongkhrah 
(now famous for its p ine­
apples) sti I revere him for 
insisting u;>on them to take 
up pineapple cultiv ation. An­
other social work o f  Fr. Sngi 
was the eradication o f  opium 
plantation and its consump­
tion in the Ri Bhoi region. 
Harlicr the Bhoi people were 
largely adcictcd to  this sub- 
stancc and as a consequence 
ihcy became lethargic and 
unproductive. It was Fr. Sngi 
and h is collaborators who 
undertook the difticult task 
and drastic steps o f  ending 
this mcnace to socicty.

Fr. Sngi was also a politi­
cal chanakya who played a 
great role in the formation 
o f  the first coalition govern­
ment in Meghalaya (the first 
as well in India) famously 
known in Khasi as “ Sorkar 
lai-lama” i i  the year 1978. 
During that political impasse

shocked to see how shab ­
bily the state, as well as the 
C hurch  and the Salcsian  
congregation, treat this great 
son o f  the soil. Had he been 
born in any other country or 
slate, many m onuments o f  
his would have been erected. 
It is a sad manifestation o f  
ingratitude to the person who 
had given so  much to the 
community. In the words o f  
James Thomson “ingratitude 
is treason to m ankind.” I 
hope this reminder from my 
part would wake up persons 
at the helm o f  affairs (civil, 
educational and ecclesiasti­
cal) to acknowledge the yeo­
man scrvicc that this genius 
has rendered to  the Church 
and to  the socicty at large 
and do something tangible to 
express our gratitude to him. 
It would really be treason 
to  let the memory o f  such 
a great personality pass o ff 
into oblivion.

(T he  au thor is  in it ia t­
ing at Vendrame Institute. 
Mawjhlang. the Sngi Centre 
o f  Tribal Studies (SCTS') fo r  
pro m o tin g  researches on  
tribal cultures o f  Northeast 
India in memory• o f  this great 
K hasi luminary. Adm irers  
o f  Fr. Sngi and other good-  
willed persons are welcome  
to  j o in  th is  venture. The  
audior can he  tv tichcd  at
barnesmanrie@gmoil.com)

Post based 
Roster System  
in the spirit o f  

Reservation  
Policy

Editor,
With all that has been said 

on the  Reservation Policy 
debate, as a  conccmcd citi­
zen. I have to  express one 
more viewpoint on the mat­
ter. And that is on the nature 
o f  the Roster System. The 
Honourable High C oun has 
directed to implement a Ros­
ter according to the spirit o f  
the Reservation Policy. The 
point o f  the Roster is to prop­
erly implement ihe Reserv a ­
tion Policy. Subsequently, 
the MDA government has 
hoisted upon the state the 
point- based Roster System 
w hich a llow s for a co m ­
pensatory implementation 
o f  the Rcscrvaiion Policy

and w hich  a lso  disregards 
the provisions therein, o f  
which wc arc all aware by 
now. My conten tion  w ith 
the point- based Roster sys­
tem is not only that it has 
allowed for a compensatory 
implementation o f  the Res­
ervation Policy but even if  
implemented prospcciivcly, 
there arc deficiencies in the 
proper implementation o f  the 
Reservation policy.

1 be lieve  tha t a po in t-  
based Roster is unnecessary 
o r even deficient to imple­
ment the Reservation Policy 
as per the Resolution dated 
January 12. 1972. In short, 
the w ay in which the point- 
based Roster w orks is that 
it will be reset after all the 
points arc filled, whether it 
be 100 points, 60 points, 40 
points. 20 points. 10 points. 
Thus, the cycle  w ill only 
be com pleted a fte r  all the 
points arc filled, and then 
reset from point I . W hereas, 
it m ay be argued that the 
Reservation Policy allow s

for a maximum tw o years 
o r three years cycle, bccausc 
the backlog vacancics can 
only be carricd forward for 
one year, and possibly two 
years in the ease o f  an under­
represented community get­
ting less than 0.5 share in the 
posts in a particular cadre in 
a particular year.

Therefore, it seem s to me 
lhat the best system which 
will be in accordance with 
the Resolution dated Janu­
ary 12. 972. is a Post- based 
Roster, where the number o f 
points in the Roster is equal 
to the number o f  posts in a 
particular cadre. It is d e a r  
that Reservation applies to 
the posts in a cadre, and not 
just to the vacancy itself. So, 
a point- based Roster cycic 
will not be able to take into 
account the category o f  the 
posts that become vacant due 
to retirement, resignation or 
prom otion, since it is fol­
lowing the points cycle for 
all vacancics. A Post- based 
R o ste r w ill m ain ta in  the

provisions o f the Reserva­
tion policy properly, even for 
posts that bctomc available 
due to retirement, resigna­
tion o r promotion, by filling 
them with their respective 
categories.

Moreover, a Post-based 
Roster will also be able to 
account for concessions to 
be made for an undcr-rep- 
rescntcd community where 
the share in the posts o f  a 
cadre in a  particular year is 
less than 0.5. Lastly, a  Post- 
based Roster w ill a lso  be 
able to take ir to account the 
prov ision tha. deficiency in 
eligible candidates may not 
be carried forward for more 
than one year, by adjusting 
the posts for a maximum o f  
two years.

F.vcn i f  Ihe R o s te r  is 
implemented prospcciivcly, 
and even  i f  the  R ese rva ­
tion Policy is reviewed as 
dem anded by the VPP, it 
seems to me that the people 
o f  tlic state should not accept 
a Point- basc i Roster, as it

will c reate m ore problems 
and deficiencies and will not 
be in accordancc w ith the 
spirit and provisions o f  the 
Reserv ation policy.

Yours ctc..
Kitdor II. Blah.

Shillong

Intelligence
M atters

Editor
W hen O pera tion  N ep­

tune S pear w as launched 
in  M ay 2011 to  nab  the 
world's most w anted man. 
the single clue w as embed­
ded  in a courier. Human 
in telligence^H U M IN T ) is 
starting to  bccomc a thing o f  
the past with technology and 
the flurry o f  reports indicat­
ing the Garo National Lib­
eration Army(GNL A) which 
wants to raise its ugly head 
has put back the question 
whether Operation tlilLstorm 
w as a  success o r a failure? 
What happened to  the efforts

laid down by the uniformed 
personnel working in tandem 
w ith civil society leading up 
to the demise o f  Sohan Shira. 
A dd to the porous border, 
drug  trafficking netw orks 
and lack o f  jo b  opportunities 
this will give a chance for 
elements who will languish 
to find the bullet in bringing 
ju s t ice  to  the ir  dem ands. 
Along with dialogue and a 
c lear rehabilitation proccss 
o f  the militants, the effort is 
to  intensify intelligence on 
guerrillas' human resources, 
firepower and plans. Start­
ing c ivic-action program s 
to  bring in the confidence 
among the populace coupled 
witha small law enforcement 
fo o tp r in t. 'T h e  K aoboys 
o f  R& AW ' by B. Ram an 
explains the ex ternal arm  
being weak in intelligence 
collection to analysis and it 
is strong in managing a  crisis 
not preventing it.

Yours etc., 
Christopher Gatphoh.

Shillong-10

NEPA: W hat 
sort of walk- 

in interview  is 
this?

Editor,
I along with a  friend a t­

tended a walk in Interview 
in the Nonh Eastern Police 
A ca d cm y  (N E P A ). U m - 
saw , M eghalaya  on May 
IS, 2023. On my way to the 
Acadcmy. I thought that the 
said interview  w ould pro­
ceed in a smooth, strict and 
disciplined manner. H ow ­
ever. on reaching the venue 
the reality is far from what I 
had imagined. Wc saw more 
than a thousand candidates 
both male ;ttd female line-up 
for document verification. 
Wc joined the queue for the 
same, but v*c noticed that the 
staff managing the Interview 
were very few in number in 
comparison w ith the huge 
num ber o f  cand ida tes . A

verification proccss which 
should take only a few hours 
instead continued till 2:30 
pm (from  10:00 AM) and 
was abruptly stopped.

T his had d isappoin ted  
many candidates including 
us as a result o f  which half 
o r m ore left the Acadcmy 
without even attending the 
said Interview. T herefore, 
I request the authorities o f  
NEPA to depute sufficient 
number o f  staff before con­
ducting such walk- in inter­
views and also to make sure 
lhat a ll a rrangem ents a rc  
made systematically without 
disappointing and wasting 
the candidate's precious time 
and energy in the future.

Yours etc., 
Phrang J Khongwir.

Shillong-2

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f 
The Shillong Times
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Racism: Does the problem go beyond bad fansP

A f lc r  su f fe r in g  m o n th s  o f  r a c ia l  a b u s e  on  
th c  f ie ld  a n d  o f f .  B r a z i l i a n  s o c c e r  s t a r  
V in ic iu s  J u n io r  h a d  e n o u g h .

O n M a y  2 1 . 2 0 2 3 . th c  R e a l M a d r id  fo rw a rd  
c o m m o n ly  s e c t  a s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  s o c c e r  p la y e r s  
in  th e  w o rld  b r o u g h t  a h a l t  to  a g a m e  a t  V a le n ­
c i a 's  M c s ta lla  S ta d iu m , p o in t in g  to  fa n s  w ho  w ere  
m a k in g  b la ta n t ly  r a c is t  r e m a r k s  a n d  g e s tu r e s .

H e  l a t e r  m ade  it  c l e a r  th a t  th i s  w a s  n o t  an  
is o l a te d  e v e n t :  “ It w a s  no t th c  f i r s t  t im e ,  n o r  thc  
s e c o n d ,  n o r  the t h i r d .  R a c ism  is  n o r m a l  in  La 
L ig a ,“ h e  tw c c .c d  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  th c  S p a n is h  to p  
d iv is io n .  “ T h e  c o m p e t i t io n  c o n s id e r s  i t  n o r m a l ,  
th e  f e d e ra t io n  c o n s id e r s  i t  n o rm a l  a n d  th c  r iv a l s  
e n c o u r a g e  i t . ”

A s a s o c c e r  s c h o la r  w h o s e  la te s t  b o o k  in c lu d e s  
a n a ly s i s  o f  how  p l a y e r s ,  f a n s  a n d  th e  g a m e 's  
g o v e rn in g  b o d ie s  h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  to  th c  B la c k  
L iv e s  M a tte r  m o v e m e n t .  I b e l ie v e  th e  la te s t  i n ­
c id e n t  p o in ts  t:> h o w  d i f f i c u l t  i t  is  to  c h a n g c  fan  
b e h a v io r  w h e n  r a c is m  r e m a in s  in s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
in  th e  s p o r t  i ts e l f .  W h ile  it  is  t r u e  th a t  te a m s  
a n d  l e a g u e s  h a v e  m a d e  p r o g r e s s  in  s i g n a l in g  
th e i r  la c k  o f  to lc r a n c e  fo r  r a c i s t  b e h a v io r ,  th e re  
re m a in  s y s te m ic  p r o b le m s  w o rk in g  a g a in s t  rea l 
p r o g re s s  no t le a s t  th e  la c k  o f  B la c k  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t io n  in  m a n a g e m e n t p o s i t io n s .

D E E P  R O O T S  O F  S O C C E R  R A C IS M  
S o c c e r  h a s  a lo n g - e s ta b l i s h e d  r a c is m  p ro b le m . 

B la c k  p la y e r s  th r o u g h o u t  th c  d e c a d e s  a t t e s t  to  
b o th  a b u s e  by  fan s  -  m o n k e y  c h a n ts  a re  s t i l l  c o m ­
m on d u r in g  g a m e s  in  p a r ts  o f  E u ro p e  a s  w ell 
a s  m o re  s u b tl e  fo rm s  o f  d i s c r im in a t io n ,  s u c h  a s  
b e in g  le f t  o u t  o f  n a t io n a l  s q u a d s  o r  o v e r lo o k e d  
fo r  c o a c h in g  p o s i t io n s .

B la c k  B r a z i l i a n s  su c h  a s  V in ic iu s  a n d  s t r e t c h ­
in g  b a c k  to  P c ld  h a v e  b e e n  s u b je c t e d  to  ra c is m  
b o th  o v e r s e a s  a n d  a t  h o m e . I n d e e d ,  a s  s o c c e r  
w r i te r  F ra n k  I i r  F o e r  h a s  p o in te d  o u t .  in  th c  e a r ly  
d a y s  o f  B ra z i l ia n  s o c c c r  B lac k  p e o p le  w e re  no t 
a l lo w e d  to  p la y  f o r  p r o f e s s io n a l  c lu b s  o r  th c  n a ­
t io n a l  te a m . F .\en  w h e n  f in a l ly  a c c e p te d ,  so m e  o f  
th e  s ta r  B la c k  p la y e r s  l ik e  A r th u r  F r e id e n r c ic h

a n d  Jo a q u im  P r a d o  w o u ld  s t r a ig h te n  th e i r  h a ir  
a n d  a t te m p t  to  l ig h t e n  th e i r  s k in  in  th e  h o p e  o f  
g a in in g  p o p u la r i ty .

W h ile  th e re  h a s  b e en  g r e a t  c h a n g e  s in c e  su c h  
tim e s ,  th c  r o o ts  o f  s u b t l e  a n d  o v e r t  r a c is m  f a c ­
in g  B la c k  s o c c e r  p la y e r s  ru n  d e e p  - jc  i t  in  th e i r  
h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  o r  p la y in g  fo r  p r e s t ig io u s  E u r o ­
p e a n  c lu b s .

S O C C E R 'S  B L A C K  L IV E S  
M A T T E R  M O M E N T  

W h ile  o n e  c a n  a rg u e  th a t  th e re  h a v e  a lw a y s  
b e e n  m in o r  a t te m p ts  to  a d d r e s s  r a c is m  in  s o c ­
c e r ,  i t  h a s  o n ly  r e a l l y  b e e n  in  th c  l a s t  d c c a d e  
th a t  su c h  e f f o r t s  h a v e  g a in e d  s te a m . A n d  it  h a s  
b e e n  g e a r e d  v e ry  m u c h  to w a rd  c h a n g in g  a t t i tu d e s  
a m o n g  f a n s .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  in  E n g la n d , th c  F o o tb a l l  A s s o ­
c ia t i o n  h a s  lo n g  p a r tn e r e d  w ith  a n t i - r a c i s t  g r o u p  
K ic k  I t  O u t  to  c r e a te  p r o g ra m s  a n d  p u n is h m e n ts  
f o r  r a c i s t  f a n  b e h a v io r .  M e a n w h ile ,  th e  R o y a l

S p a n is h  F o o tb a l l  A s s o c ia t io n  h a s  c o d e s  f o r  a p ­
p ly in g  f i n a n c i a l  p e n a l t i e s  a g a in s t  c l u b s  w i th  
r a c is t  fa n s .

S u c h  a n t i - r a c i s t  e f f o r t s  a n d  m e s s a g in g  i n ­
c re a s e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a m o re  g e n e r a l  s o c ie t a l  r e c k ­
o n in g  o v e r  r a c is m  a f t e r  th e  k i l l i n g  in  th c  U .S . o f  
G e o rg e  F lo y d  by  a p o l ic e  o f f i c e r  in  2 0 2 0 .

S o c c e r  a u th o r i t ie s  u s u a l ly  w a ry  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
s ta te m e n t s  a n d  q u ic k  to  p u n is h  p la y e r s  w h o  d i s ­
p la y  p r o te s t  s lo g a n s  on  s h i r t s  b y  a n d  la rg e  a l ­
lo w e d  p la y e r s  f re e  e x p re s s io n  in  r e g a rd  to  F lo y d 's  
k i l l in g  a n d  th e  p r o t e s t s  it  s p a rk e d .

In d e e d ,  a f t e r  r e s t a r t i n g  a p a n d e m ic - s t r u c k  
s e a s o n  in  J u n e  2 0 2 0 . th c  E n g lis h  P r e m ie r  L e a g u e  
p ro m o te d  an  a c t iv e  B lac k  L iv e s  M a tte r  c a m p a ig n . 
T h is  in c lu d e d  " B la c k  L iv e s  M a t te r "  p a tc h e s  on 
u n if o r m s  -  a l th o u g h  p a tc h e s  w e r e  la t e r  a m e n d e d  
to  r e a d  " N o  R o o m  fo r R a c ism ”  -  a n d  a l lo w in g  th c  
ta k in g  o f  th c  k n e e  b e fo r e  g a m e s . T h r e e  y e a r s  o n . 
m a n y  p la y e r s  a n d  te a m s  s t i l l  ta k e  a k n e e  b e fo r e  
g a m e s  th r o u g h o u t  E n g la n d .

B ut it  h a s n 't  s to p p e d  th c  a b u s e . In 2 0 2 0 . w h ile  
p la y e r s  o n  th e  p i tc h  w e r e  p r e s e n t in g  a u n if ie d  
f ro n t  a g a in s t  a n t i - B la c k  r a c is m , B r i t i s h  H om e O f ­
f ic e  M in i s te r  S u s a n  W ill ia m s  o b s e rv e d  th a t r a c is t  
i n c id e n t s  h a d  r is e n  f o r  th c  t h i r d  y e a r  in  a row .

S o c c e r  le a g u e s  in  s o u th e r n  E u ro p e  te n d e d  to  
le a v e  i t  to  c lu b s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  to  r e s p o n d  to  th c  
B lac k  L iv e s  M a tte r  m o v e m e n t ,  r a th e r  th a n  h a v in g  
a n y  b la n k e t  p o l ic ie s  a k in  to  th a t  o f  th e  E n g lis h  
F o o tb a l l  A s s o c ia t io n .

B u t a g a in ,  it  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  h a d  l i t t l e  c f f c c t  
o n  c ro w d  ra c is m .

I ta l ia n  s o c c c r  c o n t in u e s  to  g a rn e r  a r e p u ta t io n  
f o r  ra c is m  a m o n g  i t s  fa n  b a s e . W h ile  e x a m p le s  a re  
n u m e ro u s ,  th c  m o s t r c c c n t  e a s e s  in c lu d e  v e rb a l 
a t ta c k s  a g a in s t  L cc cc  d e fe n d e r  S a m u e l U m tit i  a n d  
f o rw a rd  L a m e c k  B a n d a  w h i le  p la y in g  a t  L a z io , 
a n d  r a c i s t s  t a u n t s  a g a in s t  I n t e r  M i l a n  s t r i k e r  
R o m c lu  L u k a k u  a f t e r  he  s c o rc d  a g a in s t  J u v c n tu s  
in  a C o p a  I ta l ia  s e m if in a l .

In S p a in ,  a f t e r  th e  l a t e s t  V in ic iu s  i n c id e n t ,  
f o o tb a l l  f e d e r a t io n  c h i e f  L u is  R u b ia lc s  a c k n o w l­
e d g e d  th a t  r a c is m  w a s  a p r o b le m  in th e  le a g u e .

I t  w o u ld  be  h a rd  n o t  to : T h e  a b u s e  o f  M a y  21 
w as  a t  le a s t th c  10 th r a c is t  in c id e n t  a g a in s t  th c  
B ra z i l ia n  s ta r  th a t R e a l M a d rid  h a s  r e p o r te d  to  
th c  le a g u e  th i s  s e a s o n .

T h e  d ip lo m a ti c  f a l l o u t  o f  th e  V in ic iu s  a b u s e
B ra z i l  s u m m o n e d  th c  S p a n is h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  a n d  

R io ’s C h r is t  th c  R e d e e m e r  s ta tu e  w a s  sh r o u d e d  
in  d a rk n e s s  in  p r o te s t  h a s  r e ig n i t c d  d is c u s s io n  
o f  w h a t  a c t io n  n e e d s  to  b e  ta k e n  to  s ta m p  o u t  
r a c is m  in th c  g a m e .

S p a n ish  p o l ic c  h a v e  m a d e  s e v e r a l  a r r e s t s  o v e r  
V in ic iu s*  a b u s e .  M e a n w h ile ,  L a  L ig a  h a s  f in e d  
V a len c ia  th c  te a m  R e a l M a d rid  w a s  p la y in g
4 5 .0 0 0  e u ro s  ( U S S 4 8 .0 0 0 )  a n d  e lo s e d  a p o r t io n  
o f  th c  s ta d iu m  fo r  th e  n e x t  f iv e  g a m e s .

B u t g iv e n  how  p e rs i s te n t  c ro w d  ra c ism  h a s  be en  
in  th c  fac c  o f  n u m e ro u s  a t te m p ts  to  c h a l le n g e  it . 
I b e l ie v e  it is  f a i r  to  a sk  i f  s u c h  d is c ip l i n a r y  a c ­
t io n s  w ill  h a v e  a n y  re a l  im p a c t  n o w .

C O U N T E R -C O S M O P O L I T A N I S M
C o n t in u e d  r a c is m  in  E u r o p e a n  s o c c c r  c o m c s  

d e s p i t e  a  r i s e  in  s o c c e r ' s  “ c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m "  
c u l tu r e .  P r io r  to  th c  1 9 9 0 s ,  B la c k  p l a y e r s  in  
th c  to p  E u r o p e a n  l e a g u e s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few  
a n d  fa r  b e tw e e n  - e s p e c ia l ly  in  c o u n t r i e s  w h e re  
n o n w h itc  p la y e r s  w o u ld  f e a r  b e in g  s u b je c t e d  to  
r a c is t  ta u n ts  f ro m  th e i r  o w n  s u p p o r te r s ,  a s  w e l l 
a s  th e  o p p o s i t io n 's .

B u t m o d e rn - d a y  f a n s  h a v e  lo n g  b e c o m e  a c c u s ­
to m e d  to  s u p p o r t in g  a r a c ia l ly  d iv e r s e  te a m . So  
w hy  d o e s  r a c is m  in  s ta d iu m s  p e r s i s t?  P o l i t ic a l  
s c ie n t i s t  a n d  s o c io lo g i s t s  A n d re i M a rk o v i ts  a n d  
L a rs  R e n s in a n n  p o in t  o u t  in  “ G a m in g  th e  W o rld "  
th a t  th e  r i s e  in  c o s m o p o l i t a n is m  on  th e  f ie l d  is 
n o t r e f le c te d  in th c  s ta n d s  th a t  is .  in  E u ro p e a n  
le a g u e s , th e  m a k e u p  o f  fan  b a s e s  is  no t a s  d iv e rs e  
a s  th a t  o f  th e  te a m  th e y  go  to  c h e e r  o n . M a rk o v i ts  
a n d  R c n sm a n n  a rg u e  th a t w h a t w c  a rc  w i tn e s s in g  
in  th c  s ta n d s  i s  a k in d  o f  “ c o u n tc r - c o s m o p o l i ta n -  
i s m "  in  w h ic h  th e  " o th e r "  i s  t r e a t e d  w ith  a n g e r  
a n d  su s p ic io n  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  d e e m e d  to  th r e a te n  
th c  s ta b le  s e n s e  o f  id e n t i ty  o f  so m e  fa n s .

I f  thc  r a c ia l  m a k e u p  o f  te a m s  is  n o t r e f l e c ­
t iv e  o f  th e  f a n  b a s e ,  i t  a l s o  i s n ' t  r e f l e c t e d  in  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  o r  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  w h o  g o v e rn  
th e  s p o il .

A n a ly s is  c o n d u c te d  in  M ay  2 0 2 2  f o u n d  th a t  o f  
th c  9 8  c lu b s  th a t  p la y e d  in  th e  f iv e  m o s t  p r e s ­
t ig io u s  E u r o p e a n  le a g u e s  th c  E n g l i s h  P r e m ie r  
L e a g u e . La L ig a . a n d  I t a l y 's  S c r ia  A . a lo n g  w ith  
G e r m a n y 's  B u n d e s l ig a  a n d  F r a n c e 's  L ig u c  I 
o n ly  tw o  h a d  B la c k  m a n a g e rs .  L a  L ig a  h a d  n o n e , 
a n d  s t i l l  d o e s n 't .

F A I L IN G  T H E  S T E R L I N G  S T A N D A R D
A s E n g la n d  s t r i k e r  R a h c c m  S t e r l in g  n o te d  in  

a 2 0 2 0  in te r v ie w :  “ T h e r e 's  s o m e th in g  l ik e  5 0 0  
p la y e r s  in  th e  P r e m ie r  L e a g u e  a n d  a th ir d  o f  th e m  
a re  B la c k , a n d  w c  h a v e  no  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  us 
in  th e  h ie ra r c h y , n o  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  u s  in  th c  
c o a c h in g  s t a f f s . "

W h ile  t h e re  is  c e r t a i n ly  s o m e  m e ri t  in th c  a c ­
t io n s  b e in g  ta k e n  in  S p a in  to  a d d r e s s  b e h a v io r  in  
th c  s ta n d s  in th c  a f te r m a th  o f  th c  l a te s t  V in ic iu s  
in c id c m . th e re  is  an  a rg u m e n t th a t  it  is  to o  l i t t l e ,  
to o  la te  M o r e o v e r ,  it  d o c s  l i t t l e  to  a d d r e s s  m ore  
in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  ra c is m  in  th c  g a m e . A n d  to  d a te ,  
a n t i - r a c i s m  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f in e s  h a v e  f a i l e d  to  
s ta m p  ou t ra c is m  in so c c c r .

A s S t e r l in g  n o te d ,  " W h e n  t h e r e 's  m o re  B la c k  
p e o p le  in  p o s i t i o n s ,  w h e n  I c a n  h a v e  s o m e o n e  
f ro m  a B la c k  b a c k g r o u n d  .. .  ( to )  b e  a b le  to  go 
to  in  th e  [ F o o tb a l l  A s s o c ia t io n ]  w ith  a p ro b le m  
I h a v e  w ith in  th c  c lu b  th e s e  w il l  be  th e  t im e s  
th a t  I k n o w  th a t  c h a n g c  i s  h a p p e n in g .”

( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Wear the colour 
lime with style!

K r i t i  S a n o n
K r i t i ' s  o n c - s h o u l d c r  m id i  in  l im e  te a m e d  

w i th  z e b r a  p a t t e r n e d  h e e l s  c h c c k s  a l l  th c  
b o x e s .

V ic k y  K a u s h a l  
V ic k y  K a u sh a l is  a  to p  p la y e r  in  B o l ly w o o d  

w h e n  it c o m e s  to  e x p e r im e n t in g  w ith  s ty l e s  
a n d  c o lo u r s ,  he  s h o w s  y o u  j u s t  ho w  to  p u ll 
o f f  a l im e  g ree n  lo o k  f ro m  h e a d  to  to e  w ith  
p e r f e c t io n .

R a n v c c r  S in g h  
N o  f a s h io n  l i s t i c l c  is  c o m p le t e  w i th o u t  th e  

s a r t o r ia l  l e a d e r  o f  s ty l e ,  R a n v e c r  S in g h . T h e  
tr e n d  s e t t e r  m a k e s  a b o ld  s ta te m e n t  w ith  th is  
o u t f i t .

J a n h v i  K a p o o r
W c a d m ir e  J a n h v i 's  c o m m itm e n t  to  d r e s s in g  

s im p ly  b u t  s ty l i s h ly ,  a n d  s h e  n a i le d  it w ith  th is  
h a n d k e r c h ie f  to p  a n d  lim e  p a n ts ,  a  g re a t w ay  
to  c m b ra c c  s u m m e r . ( lA N S I i fe )

Tipu’s sword fetches over 
$17 mn at London auction
E rs tw h i le  M y su ru  r u le r  T ip u  S u l t a n 's  ‘ B e d ­

c h a m b e r  S w o r d ' h a d  so ld  fo r  m o re  th a n  14 
m i l l io n  p o u n d s  ( $ 1 7  m i l l io n )  a t  a n  a u c t io n  

in  L o n d o n .
D e s c r ib e d  a s  “ o n e  o f  th c  w o r ld ’s r a r e  a r te f a c ts ” , 

th e  s w o r d 's  s a le  w a s  c o n d u c tc d  by  D o n h a m s  -- a 
p r iv a t e ly  o w n e d  in te r n a t i o n a l  a u c t io n  h o u s e  in  
L o n d o n  -- o n  T u e s d a y ,  a c h i e v in g  1 4 .0 8 0 .9 0 0  
p o u n d s  a g a in s t  an 
e s t i m a t e  o f  1 .5  
m i l l io n  to  2 m i l ­
l io n  p o u n d s .

T h c  a u c t  i o n  
h o u s e  s a i d  t h e  
s w o rd  w a s  fo u n d  
in  T ip u  S u l t a n ' s  
p r iv a t e  q u a r t e r s  
o f  h i s  p a la c e  a f ­
t e r  h e  w a s  k i l l e d  
b y  B r i t i s h  f o rc c s  
o n  M a y  4 .  1799 .

F o l lo w in g  h is  
d e a th ,  th c  sw o rd  
w a s  p r e s e n t e d  
to  B r i t i s h  M a jo r  
G e n e r a l  D a v i d  
B a ir d  a s  a to k e n  
o f  h i s  c o u r a g e ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  B o n ­
h a m s .

T h c  a u c t io n  h o u s e  s a id  th a t  th e  s w o r d 's  “ e x ­
tr e m e ly  ra r e  c a l l i g r a p h ic  h i l t  i s  a m a s te rp ie c e  o f  
la te - 1 8 th  c e n tu r y  In d ia n  m a n u fa c tu re ,  i n t r ic a t e ly  
in la id  in  g o ld  w ith  f in e  c a l l i g r a p h ic  in v o c a t io n s  
to  G o d " .

“ T h c  E n g lis h  i n s c r ip t io n  to  th e  b la d e ,  p r e s u m ­
a b ly  a d d e d  b y  B a ir d  o r  a d e s c e n d a n t ,  e x p la in s  
h o w  it w as  fo u n d  in  T ip u  S u l t a n 's  b e d c h a m b e r  
f o l lo w in g  th c  f a l l  o f  S c r in g a p a ta m  (n o w  S r ir a n -  
g a p a tn a )  a n d  p r e s e n te d  to  th c  G e n e ra l  a s  a t r o p h y  
o f  h i s  v ic to r y ."

O n th c  s p in e  o f  th c  b la d e ,  a g o ld  in la id  i n s c r ip ­

t io n  re a d s  ‘ S h a m s h i r - c  M a l ik ' o r  ’T h e  S w o rd  o f  
th c  K in g ’.

“ T h e  s w o r d  h a s  a n  e x t r a o r d in a r y  h is to ry ,  an  
a s to n is h in g  p r o v e n a n c e  a n d  u n r iv a l le d  c r a f t s m a n ­
s h ip .”  C N N  q u o te d  N im a  S a g h a rc h i .  g r o u p  h e ad  
o f  Is la m ic  an d  In d ian  A rt at D on ham s, a s  sa y in g  
in  th c  s ta te m e n t .

“ It w as no  s u r p r i s e  it w a s  s o  h o tly  c o n te s te d  b e ­

tw e e n  tw o p h o n e  b id d e rs  a n d  a b id d e r  in  th c  room . 
W c a rc  d e l ig h te d  w ith  th e  r e s u l t , ” he  a d d e d .

A c c o r d i n g  to  B o n h a m s  C E O  B r u n o  V in c i -  
g u e r r a .  th c  “ s p e c t a c u l a r  s w o r d  is  th c  g r e a t e s t  
o f  a l l  thc  w e a p o n s  l in k e d  to  T ip u  S u l ta n  s t i l l  in  
p r iv a t e  h a n d s " .

" I t s  c lo se  p e rs o n a l  a s s o c i a t io n  w ith  th c  S u l ta n ,  
i t s  im p e c c a b le  p r o v e n a n c e  t r a c c a b lc  to  th c  v e ry  
d a y  it  w as  c a p tu r e d ,  a n d  th c  o u ts t a n d in g  c r a f t s ­
m a n sh ip  th a t  w e n t  i n to  i t s  m a n u fa c tu re  m a k e  it  
u n iq u e  and  h ig h lv  d e s i r a b l e , "  V in c ig u e r r a  a d d e d . 
( IA N S )

a l l  i t  l i n e ,  n e o n  o r  h ig h l ig h te r  g r e e n , th e  K ia r a  A d v a n i
su m m e r h u e  h a s  e v o lv e d  in to  a w a r d r o b e  K ia r a ’s c o -o r d  s e t is  a g r e a t  s ty l e  fo r a su m -

s ta p le .  m c r  b r u n c h  w ith  th c  g i r l s .
A nd  i f  y o u 'r e  c o n fu s c d  ju s t  ho w  to  p u l l  o f f

th c  c o lo u r  w ith o u t  a fau x  p a s , th is  s ty l e  g u id e  A d i ty a  R o y  K a p u r
fro m  B o l ly w o o d  A - l i s t c r ’s h e lp s  y o u  d o  th c  A d ity a  R o y  K a p u r ’s lim e  o n  g r c c a  h a s  th c
jo b .  la d ie s  a t  h e l lo .
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Tips to manage workplace 
conflicts in a healthy way

C o n f l i c t s  a r c  b o u n d  (o  
a r i s e  in  e v e ry  w o rk p la c e .  
W h e th e r  th e y  s te m  fro m  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  o p in io n ,  c o m p e t ­
in g  p r io r i t ie s ,  or m is u n d e r s ta n d ­
in g s .  u n r e s o lv e d  c o n f l i c t s  c a n  
le n d  lo  di’v i c a i c d  p iu d u u t iv  ily ,
d a m a g e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  a 
t o x i c  w o rk  e n v i r o n m e n t .  W c 
n e e d  to  f i r s t  d : f i n c  a c o n f l i c t ,  
i t  i s  w h e n  e m o t io n s  ru n  h ig h ,  
o p in io n s  a rc  s tr o n g ,  a n d  v ie w s  
a re  o p p o s in g .  T h e s e  th r e e  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  c re a tc  t  c o c k ta i l  th a t  is  
l ik e  a p e r f e c t  s to rm  fo r  a b r in g  
o u t w o rs t  in  p e o p le ,  w h en  th e y  
n e e d  to  b e  th e i r  b e s t.  T y p ic a l ly  
th is  le a d s  to  r e le a s e  o f  tw o  s tr e s s  
h o rm o n e s , n a m e ly  c o r t i s o l  a n d  
a d r e n a l in e  to  le ad  u s  to  s i l e n c e  
o r  v e rb a l  ( a n d  so m e tim e s  p h y s i ­
c a l )  v io le n c e .

A c c o r d i n g  to  a s t u d y  c o n ­
d u c te d  b y  C P P  G lo b a l ,  a le a d in g  
p r o v id e r  o f  c o n f l i c t  m a n a g e m e n t 
s o lu t io n s .  85  per c e n t o f  e m p lo y ­
e e s  e x p e r ie n c e d  c o n f l i c t  to  so m e  
d e g re e ,  w i th  29 p e r  c e n t  s ta t in g  
th a t  i t  r e s u l te d  in d e c r e a s e d  p r o ­
d u c t iv i ty .  T o  m a n a g e  c o n f l i c t s  
e f f e c t iv e ly ,  it is c r u c ia l  to  e m ­
p h a s is e  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  c o n f l i c t  
r e s o l u t io n .  R e se a rc h  h a s  s h o w n  
th a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  th a t  i n v e s t  
in  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t io n  t r a i n in g  
a n d  p r o m o t e  o p e n  d i a l o g u e

e x p e r ie n c e  im p r o v e d  e m p lo y e e  
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  j o b  s a t i s f a c ­
tio n . B y a d d re s s in g  c o n f l i c t s  in  a 
h e a l th y  m a n n e r ,  te a m s  c a n  f o s te r  
a m o re  p o s i t iv e  a n d  c o l l a b o r a ­
t iv e  w o rk  e n v i ro n m e n t .

B y a d o p tin g  c f f c c t iv c  d ia lo g u e  
s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  c r u c ia l  c o n v e r s a ­
tio n s ,  o r g a n is a t io n s  c a n  c r e a te  a 
p o s i t iv e  w o rk  e n v iro n m e n t th a t 
m in im is e s  th e  n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t s  
o f  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  m a x im is e s  p r o ­
d u c t iv i ty ,  e m p lo y e e  w e l l -b e in g ,  
a n d  o v e r a l l  s u c c e s s .

C r u c i a l  C o n v e r s a t i o n s
T h e  c u l tu r e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

r e s u l t s  ( t h a t  th e  e u l t u r e  p r o ­
d u c e s )  a rc  d e te r m in e d  b y  h a n d ­
fu l  o f  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n s ,  w h e n  
th e  o p in io n  v a ry , e m o t io n s  a re  
s t r o n g  a n d  s ta k e s  a rc  h ig h . T h e  
a b i l i t y  to  e n g a g e  in  s u c h  c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n s  w ith  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
s a f e t y  a n d  m u tu a l  r e s p e c t  is  
c r i t i c a l  to  r e s o l v in g  c o n f l i c t s  
c o n s t r u c t iv e ly .

B y  h o n in g  th e  a r t  o f  c ru c ia l  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  in d iv i d u a l s  c a n  
c r c a te  a s a fe  s p a c e  w h e r e  d i f f e r ­
e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e s  c a n  b e  s h a re d  
a n d  u n d e rs to o d .  I t in v o lv e s  f o s ­
te r in g  m u tu a l  r c s p c c t .  a c t iv e ly  
l i s t e n i n g  to  o th e r s ,  a n d  s e e k in g  
to  u n d e rs t a n d  th e i r  v ie w p o in ts .  
T h is  a p p ro a c h  p ro m o te s  a c u ltu re

o f  o p e n  d ia lo g u e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  
a l l  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d  U  c o n tr ib u te  
t h e i r  id e a s  a n d  c o n c e r n s .  T h e  
g o a l  is  n o t to  a v o id  c o n f l i c t  b u t 
r a th e r  to  a d d r e s s  it  in a r e s p e c t ­
fu l a n d  p r o d u c t iv e  m a n n er .

C o n v e r s a t i o n a l  C a p a c i ty
C o n v e r s a t i o n a l  c a p a c i ty  r e ­

f e r s  to  a n  i n d i v i d u a l 's  a b i l i t y  
to  e n g a g e  in  d i a l o g u e  u n d e r  
p r e s s u r e  o r  d u r in g  c h a l le n g in g  
s i t u a t i o n s .  I t in v o lv e s  s ta y in g  
f o c u s e d ,  r e m a in in g  c u r io u s ,  a n d  
m a n a g in g  e m o t io n s  e f f e c t iv e ly .  
B y  d e v e lo p in g  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  
c a p a c i ty ,  in d iv i d u a l ;  c a n  m a in ­
ta in  c o m p o s u r e ,  th in k  c r i t ic a l ly ,  
a n d  c o m m u n ic a tc  c o n s tr u c t iv e ly , 
e v e n  in  th e  m id s t o f  c o n f l i c t .

In  a w o r k p l a c e  s e t t i n g ,  th e  
a b i l i t y  to  e x p a n d  c o n v e r s a ­
t i o n a l  c a p a c i t y  b c c o m c s  e v e n  
m o r e  c r u c i a l .  I t e n a b le s  e m ­
p lo y e e s  to  e n g a g e  in m e a n in g ­
fu l d i s c u s s io n s  w ith o u t  f e e l in g  
o v e rw h e lm e d  o r  d e fe n s iv e .  By 
a c k n o w le d g in g  a n c  m a n a g in g  
t h e i r  o w n  e m o t io n s ,  i n d i v i d u ­
a ls  c a n  c r e a t e  a n  e n v i ro n m e n t  
c o n d u c iv e  to  p r o b le m - s o l v in g  
a n d  c o l la b o r a t io n .  M o re o v e r ,  an  
in c re a s e d  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  c a p a c ­
i ty  e n c o u r a g e s  th e  e x p lo ra t io n  o f  
d iv e r s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s ,  le a d in g  to  
m o re  in n o v a t iv e  a n d  e f f e c t iv e

Jo jokes Harry Potter turned 
to crack due to stress of 
being 'the chosen one'

s o lu t io n s .

T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f
E f f e c t i v e  D ia lo g u e

E f f c c t i v c  d ia lo g u e  s e r v e s  a s  
th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  c o n f l i c t  m a n ­
a g e m e n t  in  th e  w o r k p l a c e .  It 
a l l o w s  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  e x p r e s s  
th e i r  c o n c e rn s ,  c la r i f y  m is u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g s .  a n d  e x p lo re  p o te n t ia l  
r e s o l u t io n s .  W h e n  d i a lo g u e  is  
a p p r o a c h c d  w ith  th e  in t e n t  o f  
u n d e rs t a n d in g  r a th e r  th a n  w in ­
n in g .  c o n f l i c t s  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  
in to  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g r o w t h  
a n d  le a r n in g .

C o n s id e r  th is  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s e ­
n io r  m a n a g e r  g e ts  u p s e t  w ith  th e  
d i r e c t  r e p o r t  on  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  
th e y  m a d e  to  th e  g ro u p  o f  m id d le  
m a n a g e rs .  T h e  S r. M a n a g e r  c a l ls  
th e  d i r e c t  r e p o r ts  a n d  in  a g r u f f  
a n d  m e n a c in g  to n e  s ta r t  t e l l in g  
h im , ho w  in a p p r o p r ia te  th e  p r e ­
s e n ta t io n  w a s . T h e  D ir e c t  r e p o r t  
w a s  c o n fu s e d  a b o u t th e  to p ic ,  a s  
t h e y  h a d  r e v ie w e d  i t  t o g e th e r  
b e fo re  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n .  H e kn e w  
th a t  p e o p le  a t ta c k  ( v e r b a l  v io ­
le n c e )  w h en  th e y  fe e l u n s a fe . H e 
l is te n e d  r e s p e c t fu l ly  a n d  s a id ,  “ 1 
w a n t y o u  to  k n o w  th a t  I r e s p e c t  
y o u  a s  th e  le a d e r  a n d  i f  I h a v e  
d o n e  s o m e th in g  th a t  w c  d id  no t 
a g re e  to ,  1 w o u ld  c h a n g e  th a t" .  
H e  c o n t i n u e d  ( a s  t h e  L e a d e r  
s ta r te d  b r e a th in g  a g a in )  “ M o re  
im p o r ta n t  th a t  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  
i t s e l f  i f  th e  r e la t io n s h i p  I w a n t 
w ith  y o u . I w an t fo r u s  to  b e  a b le  
to  d is c u s s  a n y  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  d i r e c t l y . "  T h e  
le a d e r  r e la x e d  a b i t  a s  th e  p s y ­
c h o lo g ic a l  s a fe ty  w a s  r e s to re d . 
T he D irc c t r e p o r t  th e n  c o n tin u e d  
th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  to  e x p la in  th e  
c o n te x t  a n d  c o n te n t  o f  th e  p r e ­
s e n ta t io n .  B ig  ta k e  a w a y  f ro m  
th is  s to r y  is  n o t th a t  th e y  w e re  
a b le  to  s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m  a n d  g e t 
o n  th e  s a m e  p a g e . It w as  th a t e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  a p a th  a n d  p r c c c d c n c c  
to  s o lv e  i s s u e s  w h ile  m a n a g in g  
m u tu a l r c s p c c t .  ( lA N S I i f e )

H a r r y  P o t te r  a u th o r  J .K . R o w lin g  h a s  j o k e d  th a t  H a r ry  
P o t te r  tu r n e d  to  c ra c k  c o c a in e  f o l lo w in g  th e  s t r e s s e s  h is  
s c h o o lb o y  a d v e n tu r e s  p u t  o n  h is  l i f e .

T h e  5 7 - y c a r - o ld  a u th o r  b e c a m e  a s e lf -m a d e  b i l l io n a i r e ,  th a n k s  
to  th e  c a p t iv a t in g  w o rld  o f  w i tc h c r a f t  a n d  w iz a r d ry  s h e  c r c a tc d  
th r o u g h  h e r  H a r r y  P o t te r  s c r i e s ,  r e p o r t s  M ir r o r .c o .u k .

T h e  n o v e ls  f o l lo w e d  he  s c h o o l  l i f e  o f  H a r r y  a s  he  m a d e  h is  
w a y  th r o u g h  s c h o o l  w h ile  a l s o  d is c o v e r in g  th a t  h e  w a s  p ro p h -  
c c ie d  to  d e s t r o y  th e  e v i l  L o rd  V o ld e rm o r t - th e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  
w iz a r d  in  m a g ic a l  h is to ry .

A s p e r  M ir r o r .c o .u k .  w h ile  th e  b o o k s  c o n c lu d c  w ith  H a r ry  
g r a d u a t in g  f ro m  s c h o o l  a n d  g o in g  o n  to  g e t m a r r ie d ,  b c c o m c  a 
f a th e r  a n d  e n jo y  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r ,  a u th o r  Jo  h a s  h in te d  h is  
l i f e  m a y  h a v e  ta k e n  a d a rk  tu rn .

E a r l ie r  in  th e  w e e k , a T w i t te r  u s e r  s h a re d  a p h o to g r a p h  o f  
a n  a g e d  m a n  p o s in g  fo r  i  m u g s h o t  a f t e r  b e in g  a r r e s t e d  f o r  d r u g  
o f fe n c e s .

A  c a p t io n  u n d e r  th e  p h o to  o f  th e  m a n  r e v e a le d  h e  is :  “ H a r ry  
P o t te r .  5 2 , o f  G r e e n v i l le ”  • a n d  h is  a r r e s t  i s  l i s te d  a s  b e in g  d u e  
to : “ C ra c k  p o s s e s s io n " .

T h e  T w it te r  u s e r  w a s  a la rm e d  b y  th e  p h o to  a n d  s h a re d  it o n l in e  
w ith  a c a p t io n  o f  t h e i r  o w n . s t a t i n g :  " I  h a v e  q u e s t io n s . '*

C o m in g  a c r o s s  th e  im a g e  in q u e s t io n .  J o  h e r s e l f  r e a c te d  lo  
th e  im a g e  - q u o te  tw e e tin g  it a n d  jo k in g l y  r e s p o n d in g :  “ N e v e r  
s a id  it  w a s  e a s y  b e in g  the c h o s e n  o n e ."  ( IA N S )

‘S ta r  - Gazing’
B y Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday, M AY28, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast*
Sun sen* Saturn on your fd l ' ritim chart and il it going to be a IMHU 
year for you. You wi» tove wort* re tiled to property get dwie with cue. Your 
th/iking wil to positive andyou ml move in Bit right direction You also need 
to show lot of patence n business to gtt I to good results. You will have heavy 
work load but your rexne wil be good. Your opponent* will get defeated. You 
wtf experience victory in defcatos and discussions. You wil rave no shortage 
of money and your wo<k will also get success in business') ob. Your Me partner 
ml support you MJy You ww atso gM the blessings of your «dtr* You wli not 
have any dsputes wltf your neighbors You wil spend your time in productive 
activi««s. Busness activates wil b« catching speed fasL Your financial condi­
tion win keep geftng tetter.

•Thl* week for you’
Arlos : (March 21 - April 20) Your business wu progress Cast and you 

win d> wel. There are chances of promotion in your job alto. 
Some guests will arrive at your home. Harried couples wil 
have i be«er understanding of each other. They will coopcvato 
and help each other. You will spend Pie week in the tost way. 
You Wil participate m toci* activiies. You ml also tosh your 

« work Mfi tot of enthusiasm and energy. You will be financial
v T  v. *tf009w- Lovebirds wil have a great time. You wil be full of 

hopet and cheerful. You wli be ccnvnttcd in your relationship. 
You wil to happy with your achievements and it will make you 
feel sreure Students will get success In examination, ccmprtt- 
ions md Interviews.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21 )Though you wtf have some obstacles, still you 
wta complete your work with ease. You wil get Ml cooperation 
of your colleagues and bosses Your health will remain okey. 
Those who are studpng aril be interested in their studies and 

f  competing the syllabus. New resources of income willopen up. 
Ycu have sweetness m your mantai rotations. Youwilmake 
prognss in your career. There wil to favorable conditions for 

M 1 * busi.-ess and joO Plans for something new win be made You 
will feel safe at heme. There wil to more eipenditure on your 
I I t  partner. But it will not worry you much. Your income wil rise. 
You wfl met* inspiring and motivating persons

Gominl: (May 22-Juno 21) YourknowledgcwligttenhancedThe pass age 
of toe rs favorable tor you. You will complete your work in time. 
You wii be successful In love affairs You will have no shortage 
of money, *s a resUt you will plan to buy new ck>»*s. jewefry 

S t J r  and cfrier things. Your pace of work wfl gather momentum and 
i R R t  you wfl mate a lot of profit You v#n be m the pink of health and 

to releved of chronic diseases. Your hard work wfl give you lot 
of moiey. Relations with friends and re lathes ml to fru tful You 
win leol positive changesmyoustff Youwli take forwards steps 
and itwil take you places. You wil have wonderful relationship 
and mderstanding with your partner

Cancer: (Juno 22 - July 22) Before gongto start anewprojectycuwlittke 
adviceof your seniors and wel wfehers.Youwilfeelenecgetc. You 
win luve good presence of n* nd and you wil to sensible aboJ 

£  ^  your career. No wonder you wil gel good resiits of your work. 
y '  ' 5  Although you wm not start new work, but you wil concentrate 
O M D  on your old Job. You win have bondng with your siblings You 

will also plan togoon a trip with your famly. You willenrichyour 
C  I  knowiedgcandgethappnessfromyourprogeny Yourmcralewtf 

to upbeat You will earn lot of money. You will be ttoral in your 
otAlo* You win have pos<>ve outlook towards i*f*.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23)Keep away from strangers at tNs juncture 
when you are doing an important woik. They can upset your 
ptans You wil work with a purpose In your job and business. 
As a rtsu*. your prudence wil mike you earn lot of money. You 
will be a team member. You wil remain gentle and noble in your 
tohasior. As a rosUt, ycu will esutl«h an effective datogue with 

•JJ J j  everyjne. You will also get k< of satisfaction from your work.
Your Ove affairs wfl be successtil There will be sweetness In 
marM relations Take care of the emotions of your lie partner 
wfto may fed neglected Students wil get success in exams) 
intenfew Someone wM say something nasty to ycu as a resu It 
you r il take his/her words to your heart. There is absolutely 
no need to do to.

Virgo : (August 24 ■ Scptombor 22)TM wee* win yield you excellent
rfbtkt Ymi wil hsvft virtrvy irWnl null»/* jfWting ymir itey

f<  /  to da? life. You wil be ewiy able to complete your work You 
H F  will luve some developing interest in spiritual matters. You wil

■ to clear about the goals in you life. You wtil have lots of auspi­

cious and wealth giving days Your prestgevwii also Increase. 
You wil get success in exams.tnterview. You will be artistic and 
imaginative. You will bo traditional In your appioach and will fUffl 
your desires. You aril receive a heavy sun of money on signing 
a contract You win receive support of your fan>iy members No 
need to be impatofll at certain e»ngs m life,

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) You wil win over people with 
your sincerity and simplioty. You will to busy in your work 
You will complete your tasks easily There iril to ra4ance in 
your work, famJy matters and personal matters. You wil make 
best advantage of your contacts and thus expand me scope of 
your work A small problem may look big but you will hande it 
Intelligently. You wiimake maxima* use of yeu r knowledge and 
Intelligence. You w* have loving relations win your Ife partner 
There ml be peace andstabrfty in your persjnal life. Someone 
may ignore you but you need not get upset ind keep on doing 
your excellent work.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) it is a grea: week. You wfl to 
doing hard work and gettng the results. Youwli to able to fin­
ish your workcn time. You will also get success in esUNrshing 

y  „  reiatons with higher ups. Those looking forj>bs for a long tme 
'W k /  now will get success. Guests wil arrive at your home and will 

keep you busy. You win to able lo do some important works 
- /.I  for which you wil to gvencredt too con t Id your mind 

wonder in the wrong drecton and talk peacefully wMe dealng 
mih others It ml servo your purpose wen Yeu wt! face an your 
difficulies with dolormnation and emerge wnner

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)Tfce week wfl prove 
to to beneficial for you. Your work will get completed. You will 
have a mcetng with influential persons Thk will open up the 
doors of success for you . At work, you will nuke plans and work 
accordingly success mil be in your reach. Yot win get away from 
all problems win your mwfogince and dscrttton. Your respect 
and prestige will increase Success in financal sphere/business 
is walling for you You wfl win a big contract for yourself. You 
wil take inteltgent and careful decisions in tosmess. II wil fefch 
greal rewards for you The more efforts you p A in. the totter win 
be the results. Your enemies wfl have a (fan to deceit you. but 
they will not get success.

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20)The road eadng to success 
mil be bright You w*u complete your work with sincerity. Your 
work win keep ycu so much occupied that rou wil have very 
little time for you rse M People will acknowledge your intelligence 

_ and there will be no dearth of people who are jealous of your 
M f t  progress. You will also pbn to go out of ststicn with your fanviy. 
^  D  Achievementswuibnnglnpexcandhappirnssinyourlifeand 

•JI make you feel secure and content The undtrstanding between 
husband and wife wtH be very good A dsp*e regarding land 
wil be resolved. A moetng with an inspiring person will la you 
with energy and enthusiasm

Aquarius:(January21 - February 18)Theweekisindeatingalprogre*s 
inyourjob.tousiness Money wil keepcotnnjandyounncome 
wil atso rise. But you wfl have to handle expenses too. You will 
get best results in your business There wil ae joy and bliss In

-  family tie s. Peace and harmony will roman in thefamify. You win 
2 b. MM ihe demands of your family. You wil be absorbed in your 

J v L  work. You ml also get better career oppoitjntics through social 
netwcrkingstes.Theeewllbepontfreehanfetinyouroutlocfc 
and behaviour. You win also get a big order from abroad Your 
tme win to spent In fun and frcKkmg wthfriindsandreiatMH 
Youwilplantogotoabeautiful place wth yeu family. You will 
meet lot of Interning persons

Pisces : (February 19 • March 20) As Ihe Vi’ngsmove m Pie right 
drection you wil also not leave anything incomftfete from ycu 
side You enemies and opponents will be uabte to overpower 
you. You win do scxrepj-vg new for the house. Some of you 
long lasting worries wfl also come lo an end You atso come m 

. contact with some influential person and wiilgef lot of benefits. 
You wfl complete you work wifri lot of sincKity. You wil also 
aĉ eve name and fame and will have drcctconversaton with 
the people. You «rll have more authority than before. Fmaneialy 
yew wta be I* a mueh nudi tt>ong«r peeltt<». Yew wil have a 
very progressive phase in you workibusiness. You will care a 
lot for your cMdren aid will be concerned about their careers. 
Youwtl be very helpfU to ethers.

The Diary of West Bengal: Another 
controversial movie in the offing

producer JITENDRA NARAYAN SINGH wrjterjokcteoby SANOJ MISHRA
S iq fe i t t t tS fp b e l i te i*  M r t 'n t i t o t e  b p * fa * ith s  Btptifeta 

hmt to  tantiSqt >340*b a p ^ f e i r  S p i te ) i CM-tate* -W*JuhI

S a n o j  M is h r a .  th e  w r i t e r  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  
th e  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  m o v ie  T h e  D ia r y  o f  W est 
B e n g a l  h a s  b e e n  s e rv e d  a le g a l  n o t ic e  by 

K o lk a ta  P o l ic e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a s k e d  to  b e  p r e s e n t  
at a c i ty  p o l ic c  s ta t io n  on  M ay  3 0  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  
o f  q u e s t io n in g .

P o l ic c  s o u r c c s  s a id  th a t  th e  t r a i l e r  o f  th e  m o v ie  
w a s  r e l e a s e d  o n  Y o u T u b e  r e c e n t l y ,  f o l lo w in g  
w h ic h , th e r e  w a s  a c o m p la in t  o n  M a y  1 1, a l l e g ­
in g  th a t  th e  m o v ie  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a s  
a d e l ib e r a te  a t te m p t  to  m a lig n  th e  im a g e  o f  W est 
B e n g a l .

“ F o l lo w in g  p r e l im in a r y  in v e s t i g a t io n ,  th e  to p  
b ra s s  o f  th e  c i ty  f e lt  th a t th e re  is  s u f f i c ie n t  g ro u n d  
to  q u e s t io n  th e  d i r e c to r  in  th e  m a tte r  a n d  h c n c c . 
a n o t ic e  h a s  b e e n  s e rv e d  to  h im  a s k in g  h im  to 
r e p o r t  a t  A m h e rs t  S t re e t  P o l ic c  s ta t io n  a t  12 n o o n  
o n  M a y  3 0 ,“ a c i ty  p o l ic c  o f f i c i a l  s a id .

T h e  n o tic e  h a s  b e e n  is s u e d  u n d e r  S e c t io n  4 1 A 
o f  th e  C r im in a l  P r o c e d u r e  C o d e . ( C rP C ) .

T h e  le g a l  n o t ic c ,  i s s u e d  to  M is h ra ,  s a id  th a t  
" th e r e  a rc  r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d s  to  q u e s t io n  th e  
d i r e c to r  o f  th e  f i lm  to  a s c e r t a in  th e  f a c ts  a n d  
c ir c u m s ta n c c s  o f  t h i s  c a s e .”

T h e  n o tic c  f u r t h e r  r e a d ,  “ H e n c e , y o u  a r e  d i ­
r e c te d  to  a p p e a r  b e fo r e  I n s p e c to r  S u b h a b r a ia  K ar , 
A d d i t io n a l  O f f ic c r - in - C h a r g c  o f  A m h e rs t  S t re e t  
P o l ic e  S ta t io n  o n  3 0 .0 5 .2 0 2 3  a t  12 -0 0  h rs . a t A m ­
h e rs t  S t r e e t  P o l ic c  S t a t i o n ,  5 7 , R a ja  R a m  M o h a n  
S a r a n i .  K o lk a ia -9  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  
o f  th e  a b o v e  r e f e r r e d  e a s e . I n s p c c to r - in -C h a r g c .  
O s h iw a r a  P o l ic c  S t a t i o n ,  M u m b a i to  s e rv e  th e  
n o tic e  a n d  to  in fo rm  a b o u t  s c rv i c c  th r o u g h  r e tu rn  
s ig n a l ."

M e a n w h ile ,  th e  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  f i lm  is  p r e s e n te d

b y  W asim  R iz v i  F i lm s  a n d  p r o d u c e d  b y  J i t c n -  
d r a  N a ra y a n  S in g h ,  w ith  T a p a s  M u k h e r j c e  a n d  
A c h in ty i  B o sh  s e rv in g  a s  c o -p r o d u c c rs .

In i t s  t r a i l e r ,  th e  f i lm  c la im e d  th a t  th e re  w e re  
" m a s s  m u r d e r s ,  r a p e s  a n d  a  H in d u  e x o d u s ”  o c ­
c u r r in g  in W est B e n g a l .

It w as  a ls o  s a id  th a t B e n g a l is  th e  new  K a sh m ir  
o f  In d ia

R e c e n tly , th e  W est B e n g a l  g o v e rn m e n t  w a s  in  
c o n t ro v e r s y  f o r  im p o s in g  a b a n  o n  th e  s c re e n in g  
o f  T h e  K e r a la  S t o r y , o n  g ro u n d s  th a t  th e  c o n te n t  
o f  th e  i r o v ic  c a n  h a m p e r  c o m m u n a l  h a rm o n y  in 
th e  s ta te .

T h e  d i r e c to r  o f  th e  m o v ie  S u b r a ta  S e n  m o v e d  
th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  a n d  th e  b a n  w as  f i n a l ly  l i f te d . 
T h e  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t  f a c c d  c r i t i c i s m  fro m  th e  
o p p o s i t io n  p a r t i e s ,  c iv i l  so c ic ty ,  i n te l le c t u a ls  a n d  
c e l e b r i t i e s  f o r  im p o s in g  th e  b a n .

F i lm  d i r e c to r  S a n o j M ish ra  s a id  th a t h is  m o v ie  
is  b a s e d  on  f a c ts ,  l i e  s a id  th e re  is  an  is s u e  w ith  
th e  la w  a nd  o r d e r  s i t u a t i o n  in  W est B e n g a l .

D ir e c to r  S a n o j  M is h r a  s a id .  " I  h a v e  m a d e  a 
m o v ie  b i s c d  on  f a c ts .  I u rg e  th e  p r im e  m in i s te r ,  
h o m e  m .n is lc r  to  i n te r v e n e  in  th e  m a tte r .  T h e r e  
a r e  a lo t o f  m a s s  m u r d e r s ,  r a p e s  a n d  a  H in d u  
e x o d u s  h a p p e n in g  in  W est B e n g a l .  I h a v e  d o n e  
a lo t o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  th e  m o v ie  i s  c o m p le t e ly  
b a s e d  on f a c t s .“

“ O n c e  I go  to  W es t B e n g a l I w il l  n o t  r e tu r n .  
H o w e v e r. I h a v e  m a d e  a l l  th e  p r e p a ra t io n s  fo r  th e  
m o v ie  and  w il l  r e le a s e  it  so o n . B y A u g u s t  w c  a rc  
p la n n in g  to  r e le a s e  th e  m o v ie .  1 w il l  m a k e  s u r e  
th e  m o v ie  g e ts  r e l e a s e d .”  h e  s a id .

M ish ra  a d d e d .  “ I a m  n o t a g a in s t  D id i ( M a m a ta  
B a n c r je c ) ,  I a m  a g a in s t  th e  s y s te m ."  ( A g e n c ie s )
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Sym bolism , Parliam ent
SYMBOLICALLY, a new era dawns in thc history 
o f  India which has run on democratic lines for 
three quarters o f  a century. Despite the eruption 
o f  a row over the exclusion o f  President Drou- 
padi Murmu from thc historic event, thc solemn 
inauguration o f the new Parliament building on 
Sunday has significance at multiple levels. For 
one. thc vas: increase in thc number o f  scats 
for both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha meets the 
first requirement for an increase in thc number 
o f  people’s representatives in both Mouses for 
thc future. T ic  way is clear for a constituency 
delimitation exercise, which could start by 2026 
and thc scat increases are possible from thc time 
o f  the 2029 parliament polls. This would, again, 
be on the basis o f  thc current population strength. 
While thc inajgural event was held on Hindu reli­
gious lines, all-religion prayers marked its grand 
finale, a fitting tribute to thc spirit o f  unity o f thc 
nation, which should be preserved and promoted 
at all costs.

The highlight o f thc event was another fitting 
tribute to thc cause o f  good governance. The 
Sengol that Prime Minister Modi installed promi­
nently in thc new Parliament, signifies at one level 
a transfer o f power. Originally from thc C'hola 
dynasty, it had been handed over to thc first Prime 
Minister Nchni when thc British rulers transferred 
power to India on August 15. 1947. The name 
Sengol originates from thc Tamil word Semmai 
that denotes righteousness. Sengol upholds thc 
values o f  fairness and equality in thc conduct 
o f  governance in a just manner. Thc handmade, 
gold-plated, 5ft tall rod has Nandi, thc holy bull 
o f  Lord Shiva mounted on its top.

Thc C'hola dynasty had huge military might at 
one time. It held thc entire south India under its 
rule and carricd with it a maritime fleet that went 
and captured M aldives, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Thailand. Thc Chola navy was 
thc ultimate in ancient India's maritime power 
between thc 9-th and 11 -th centuries. Thc Cholas 
excelled in both maritime and trade activities and 
are credited with linking old China's markets with 
thc rest o f  thc world. They promoted agriculture, 
trade and culural activities and built huge temples 
that are still thc main attractions for tourists in 
Tamil Nadu and even Indonesia. While PM Modi 
invoked its strength and gave it an appropriate 
slot. India needs to walk miles and miles before it 
sees good governance. It’s our hope that ministers 
and parliamentarians would draw inspiration from 
this great symbol right before their eyes - even as 
they have turned their back on thc Ashok Chakra, 
another dominant symbol o f  Independent India.

Reservation Policy progressive when 
seen from broader perspective

Like other m ajor issues 
such as thc inter-state bor­
der dispute, thc Reservation 
Policy also has been a subject 
o f  intense debate in the state 
for many dccadcs now. Thc 
Reservation Policy has been 
a subject o f  dispute between 
the state and the public for 
many dccadcs now. W hen 
everything e lse m oves and 
changes with tim e, thc two 
issues refuse to  die down. 
Leaders o f  pressure groups 
that spearheaded thc demand 
to  review  thc Reservation 
Policy comc and go and in the 
proccss changc their stripes 
as well. Yet there seems to 
be no end to thc imbroglio. 
Currently, thc move to review 
thc Policy is being led by a 
political party.

T he need to  review 
the Policy

O ne may ask why there is 
a demand to review thc state 
reservation policy. Ilic reser­
vation policy was made to ad­
dress the need o f  thc people 
o f  Meghalaya then and it has 
served the state for more than 
fifty years now. Thc piece o f  
leg islation w as challenged 
in thc Court o f  law and the 
Court has found sonic anom­
alies in thc implementation 
o f  the Reservation Policy o f  
thc State and has provided 
some suggestions. Thc very 
fact lhat thc C ourt had to 
intervene is bccausc there is 
a  lacuna in thc policy.

When the Roster System 
w as  so u g h t to  b e  im p le ­
mented. some section o f  the 
population raised a hue and 
cty about thc its implemen­
tation. T hc claim is that thc 
Roster System is unfair for 
ccrtain sections o f  the popu­
lation in thc state. Thc point 
is any law adopted has to ad­
dress thc specific objective s 
that is intended and it should 
be  relevant to thc time.

I f  thc Policy is not ad ­
d ress in g  thc  ne ed  o f  thc 
times it bccomcs a  redundant 
law and hcncc the need to 
review  it. The law should 
not only address thc needs o f  
the present generation but it 
needs to address future needs 
too. Thc question arises as 
w hether thc currcnt policy 
is just and fair to  every sec­
tion o f  thc population in the 
state. Let us start by looking 
at thc population scenario in 
thc countty  now . We a rc  a 
country o f  1.4 billion people
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right now and thc population 
grows with time.

India is going to be an old 
country with .1 young popu­
lation and in such a situation 
thc population o f  youth in 
the state w ill also increase 
making jo b  opportunities for 
the youths a challenging task. 
So w hat is thc unem ploy­
ment scenario in thc state 
now? Climate changc is also 
happening and this will also 
a ffec t thc  unem ploym ent 
scenario a s people w ill seek 
to move to  cooler climes.

The governm ent is 
responsible to  its people 

T hc governm en t m ust 
protcct thc  interests o f  thc 
people o f  thc state. They arc 
supposed to serve thc people 
who cicct then  to govern thc 
state. 'Ilic situation that has 
arisen now is lhat thc Roster 
System will bo ufleeting the
youths o f  the state. Genuine 
coiKcnis were also raised that 
there are couti rulings in the 
different pa rtso f thc country 
on the issue ofjob reservation 
which could have an adverse 
eflcct on thc present Policy, 
i f  it is tinkered w ith. This 
is a  genuine point, but docs 
that mean that the legislature 
shou ld  s to p  m ak ing  law s 
on thc Reservation Policy? 
W here arc thc grounds for 
these apprehensions? What 
is thc legislature supposed 
to  do  i f not to make laws? 
So when there is discontent 
on this one piccc o f  law. it is 
only natural for thc public to 
cxpcct thc lav makers to put 
their heads together to amend 
or review thc Policy. W hat is 
cxpccted o f  tl:cm is to comc 
up with a policy that is fair 
and ju st for a l . 
A pprehensions o f  judicial 

Intervention 
Till today ihe democratic 

setup in thc country works 
like a well-oiled machinc and 
the three pillars o f  democracy 
work in pcrfeci harmony with 
one another. Thc success o f  
ou r democracy largely d e ­
pends on how the legislature, 
thc executive, thc judiciary 
and o f  coursc thc fourth es­
tate rcspcct cach other. The 
organs o f  democracy serve as 
a check and halancc against 
cach  o the r for thc sm ooth 
functioning ofthc democratic 
process in thc country. O fthc

four p illars o f  dem ocracy, 
thc le g is la tu re  is d irec tly  
responsible to thc public, and 
naturally, the expectations o f  
thc citizcns o f  the state from 
their legislators is to make 
enlightened laws.

Pears o f  thc court inter­
vention has no grounds i f  thc 
government's honest intent is 
to  comc up with a Reserva­
tion Policy that is fair and 
ju st for all sections o f  thc 
community. Why should wc 
doubt our legislators to comc 
up with a good law which 
is relevant to thc times and 
addresses thc need o f  all scc- 
tionso f socicty? I f  legislators 
can comc up with a new res­
ervation policy that is in the 
true spirit o f  thc Constitution, 
where is  thc room for thc 
court to intervene? Thc gov­
ernment is now aware o f  all 
the court roling.i and orders
on thc subjcct in thc different 
eases in thc country. Thc only 
need is to address thc reser­
vations the courts had raised 
and m ake a good p iece  o f  
law. Besides, thc government 
has a battery o f  legal experts 
at their disposal in  the form 
o f  thc Law Department and 
thc State Law Commission. 
All that it needs is genuine 
concern and a noble intention 
for providing a just and fair 
policy for every section o f  thc 
population. The public needs 
to  trust thc s ta te 's  ru ling  
dispensation too and  under 
thc leadership o f  the gov em ­
inent. it will certainly be  able 
to review thc policy for thc 
benefit o f  all thc residents o f  
thc state.

C an  thc  peop le  o f  thc 
sta te  al least cxpcct the ir  
legislators lo comc up with a 
watertight reservation policy 
without any  ambiguity and 
no loopholes for any court 
intervention? O r is that too 
much to  expect from  our 
legislators?

A forw ard-looking
R eservation Policv

As employment is going 
to be a major issue and in thc 
future jobs will be difficult to 
comc by. thc new reservation 
policy ought to have special 
protection for thc youths o f  
thc state, irrespective o f  their 
c th n ic ity  o r thc area  they 
belong to. While reviewing 
thc policy, thc government

needs to take into consider­
ation factors like thc growing 
po p u la tio n , techno log ica l 
advancement, artificial intel­
ligence in particular, and the 
cffcc ts  o f  clim ate  changc. 
These factors will have sonic 
impact on jobs in thc future 
and on thc employment sce­
nario in the state.

Indeed, thc government is 
not supposed to be thc major 
em ployer and in thc future, 
many o f  thc jobs would be in 
non-govcrnmcnt sectors. In 
this contcxt thc question is 
whether thc State Reservation 
Policy would apply to  jobs in 
thc private sectors too. Thc 
number o f  jobs in thc private 
sector even within the state 
is increasing day by day. The 
cement industry is a ease in 
point. The Reservation Policy 
should  be  a ll-en c o m p ass­
ing and it needs to cater to 
the needs o f  all the genuine 
sections o f  thc population. 
Reseivatiou should be Cut 
genuine residents o f  the state 
only. Given thc extraordinary 
growth o f  population in thc 
country, thc policy also needs 
to comc clear on thc catcgori- 
zation o f  a 'general category’ 
in thc reservation policy. The 
government should take thc 
Reservation Policy imbroglio 
as an opportunity to  address 
thc genuine needs o f  thc peo­
ple o f  the state. Thc Policy has 
to  look at things from a larger 
and broader perspective and 
more importantly, it needs to 
be forward-looking.

I'hc m ajor thrust should 
be lo ensure that there arc no 
legal loopholes in thc policy 
that could crcatc conflict or 
give room for court interven­
tion and I hope that is not too 
much to ask from our legisla­
tors. A fair and just reserva­
tion policy also requires that 
it also addresses thc need o f  
thc deserv ing members o f  thc 
socicty. thc differently-ablcd. 
thc poor, and  thc  w eaker 
sections o f  thc population. 
The legisla to rs cannot shy 
away from their responsibil­
ity: in  fact, a review  o f  thc 
Reservation Policy w as one 
o f  thc issues that the regional 
parties highlighted in their 
manifesto in thc very rcccni 
general elections to thc state 
assem bly. T his w ill be  an 
opportunity for thc regional 
parties and all thc political 
parties in thc state to fulfill 
their election promise.

Misplaced 
fears of the 

Supreme Court
Eoitor.
TTicre seem s to be  a grave 

m isunderstand ing  on thc  
R eservation issue and thc 
judgem ents delivered by thc 
hon'blc Supreme Court on 
this sensitive itsuc. There 
is also a parano a about the 
possibility o f  thc apex court 
s tr ik in g  dow n the  sta te 's  
Reservation policy. In this 
conncction. I refer to a news 
item in your paperpublished 
on May 26, 2023 under thc 
heading. "Education Minister 
fears Suprem e Court will 
strike  dow n quota policy," 
A s per this rcpor our hon’blc 
Education M inis'crw hilc ex­
pressing thc above fears citcd 
thc  S uprem e Court o rder 
directing thc K cala  govern­
m ent that any  reservation 
should not cxcccd 50%.

H ere , I w ould like  to  
state that in the case o f  thc 
Kerala government versus 
M .Thomas and others, the 
apex court while iirccting thc 
Kerala government to stick to 
50 %  reservation has also 
provided exemptions under 
extraordinary siiuations. An 
extract from Para. 191 o fthc  
judgment will perhaps clarify 
matters:- "Dcciced eases o f  
this couri have no doubt laid 
down that the percentage o f  
reservation should not ex­
ceed 50%. This, however, is 
a rule o f  caution and docs not 
exhaust all categories. Sup­
pose for instance, a state has 
a large number o f backward 
classcs which constitute 80% 
o f  the population and thc 
government in order to give 
them proper representation 
reserves 80% o f  thc jobs for 
them, can it be said lhat thc
percentage i.i bad and vio­
lates clause (4) under Article

16? The answer must neces­
sa rily  be in thc negative. 
Thc dominant object o f  this 
provision is to  take steps to 
make Inadequate representa­
tion Adequate.”

Thc im plications o f  thc 
exemption in thc above judg­
ment arc dear. A mong other 
th ings, it im plies that thc 
85% reservation adopted by 
M eghalaya is legally  and 
constitutionally justified be­
cause Meghalaya has a tribal 
population o f  85.9% and this 
tribal population is yet to be 
at par with mainstream India 
on many parameters.

Again, thc hon'blc Edu­
cation M inister referred to 
an ordinance by thc M aha­
rashtra governm ent giving 
reservation to ccrtain tribes 
beyond 50 percen t w hich 
was struck down by thc apex 
court. In this regard, it may 
be m entioned that several 
civil suits w ere filed in  the 
apex court against thc M a­
harashtra governm ent and 
a five jud g e  constitutional 
bench heard and delivered 
judgment on May 5 ,2021 . It 
may be noted that thc apex 
cou rt w h ile  d irec tin g  the 
Maharashtra government to 
stick to 50 percent reserva­
tion oncc again  p rov ided  
exemptions after hearing the 
learned counsels from sev­
eral states like Meghalaya, 
Jharkhand. Chattisgarh. A s­
sam, ctc where there arc high 
percentages o f  tribal popula­
tions. During thc hearing, thc 
learned Attorney General o f  
M eghalaya subm itted  that 
in  our state there is a tribal 
population o f  85.9 percent. 
He also submitted that res­
ervation in Meghalaya is in 
accord with Para 810 o f  thc 
Supreme Court’s Indra Sawh- 
ncy judgment o f  1992.

Thc said Para 810 says the
following:

" While 50% shall be thc

rule, it is ncccssaiy not to put 
out o f  consideration certain 
extraordinary situations in­
herent in thc great diversity 
o f  this country and its people. 
It may happen that in far flung 
and remote areas, thc popula­
tion inhabiting these areas, 
might, on account o f  their 
being out o f  thc mainstream 
o f  national life and in view o f  
thc conditions peculiar to and 
characteristic to them need to 
be treated in a different way. 
relaxation in this strict rule 
may bccomc imperative. In 
doing so. extreme eaution is 
to  be exercised and a special 
case made o u t".

Having noted thc above 
judgment, that is. thc Indra 
Sawhney judgm ent of 1992 
and having heard the learned 
counsels o f  several sta tes 
with high percentages o f  trib­
als, thc apex court adopted as 
a precedent to be followed 
thc criteria spelled out in the 
said Indra Saw hney  1992 
judgment. Para 131 and 133 
o f  thc 5th May judgment in 
thc above case o f  thc State o f  
Maharashtra versus several 
petitioners read as follows:-

131. " Ill us greatest com ­
mon measure o f  agreement 
in six  separate judgem ents 
delivered in Indra Sawhney 
case is that :-

1) Reservation under Ar­
ticle 16(4) should not cxcccd 
50%.

2) F or c x cccd ing  res­
erva tion  beyond  50%  e x ­
traordinary circumstances as 
indicated in Para 810 o f  the 
Indra Sawhney case should 
exist for which extreme cau­
tion should be exercised".

133. "Wc thus do not find 
any good ground to rcvisit 
Indra Sawhney o r to refer the 
same to a larger bcnch on thc 
above ground urged ".

In light o f  thc above, it
it; ev ident that the 50 % rule
la id  dow n bv  the hon 'b lc

Supreme C o u t has not been 
cast in stone. In all the three 
eases cited above thc hon'blc 
Suprem e Court in its w is­
dom  has a llow ed  spccia l 
exceptions, exemptions and 
considerations.

R e g ard in g  the  M arch  
2021 no ticc  citcd in your 
above news item which has 
been replied to by our gov­
ernment, 1 would like to state 
that on reading thc Supreme 
C ourt judgm ;n t on  a ease 
between thc Government o f  
Maharashtra versus several 
petitioners m otioned several 
tim es above in  w hich  our 
learned  A ttorney  G enera l 
also rcprcscncd  ou r state, 
it has bccomc apparent that 
thc above Mcgiialaya govern­
ment reply h is  been taken 
into account by thc Supreme 
Court and funher hearing on 
this will not b ; neccssary.

Yours ctc., 
Samuel Swctt, 

Shillong-2.

Rest nation  
Policy Dilemma 

in the Khasi Hills: 
Call for Visionary 

Leadership
Editor.
I l ic  Reservation Policy in 

thc Khasi Hills o f  Meghalaya 
has long been a topic o f  in­
tense debate and controversy. 
Recently, this issue has gained 
renewed attention due to thc 
mobilization o f the masses by 
Bah Ardent Basiavvmoit, who 
has resorted to an indefinite 
hunger strike in an attempt to 
compel the government to en­
gage in a meaningful debate 
on thc Reservation policy. 
Basiaw m oit's ac tions have 
unleashed a political storm, 
exposing the lack o f  vision 
and leadership displayed by

both Khasi and G aro politi­
cians in addressing this press­
ing issue.

B a s ia w m o it 's  h u n g e r  
strike has bccomc a power­
ful symbol o f  thc dccp-rootcd 
dissa tis fac tion  am ong  thc 
people regarding thc currcnt 
Reserv ation policy. His act 
o f  pro test has pow erfu lly  
resonated with thc masses, 
capturing their attention and 
shedding light on thc urgcncy 
o f  finding a reso lu tion . It 
serves a s a stark reminder that 
thc Reservation policy should 
be review ed and revised in 
order to  be tter address thc 
needs and aspirations o f  the 
people.

The e n su in g  p o lit ic a l 
stom i reveals thc abscncc o f 
v isionary leadership among 
the Khasi and G aro po liti­
cians. Rather than prioritiz- 
i ng thc concerns o fthc  people 
and seeking common ground, 
politicians seem  more preoc­
cupied with advancing their 
own interests and pcrjictuat- 
ing  d iv is ions. T his sh o r t­
sightedness and lack o f  unity 
among political leaders fur­
ther exacerbates thc Reserva­
tion Policy dilemma, leaving 
thc citizcns disillusioned and 
marginalized.

However, amidst this tur­
moil. an opportunity arises 
for thc government to dem ­
onstra te  v isionary  leade r­
ship and unite thc people o f  
Meghalaya. It is imperative 
for political leaders to cast a 
compelling vision for a uni­
fied state, em phasizing thc 
values o f  cohesion, inclusiv- 
ity, and equal opportunities 
for all. By transcending d i­
visive politics and promoting 
a collective identity, thc gov­
ernm ent can foster a  sense 
o f  belongingness and inspire 
c itiz cn s  to  w ork toge ther 
towards a shared future.

O ne  po te n tia l so lu tion  
to  thc R eservation  Policy

dilemma lies in rc-cvaluating 
thc currcnt allocation o f  reser­
vations. Rather than dividing 
thc 80%  reservation into two 
equal halves, with 40%  for 
thc G aros and 40%  for the 
Khasis and Jaintia people, an 
a lternative  approach could 
be considered. This alterna­
tive suggests opening up the 
entire 80%  reservation to all 
three groups, thereby creating 
an environm ent o f  healthy 
competition and fair oppor­
tunities. Such an allocation 
would inccntivizc politicians 
to prioritize thc development 
o f  the ir constituencies and 
e nco u rag e  constitu e n ts  to 
strive for cxccllcncc.

By adopting this alterna­
tive  so lu tion , the  g o v e rn ­
ment can prom ote fairness, 
meritocracy, and unity. This 
a p p ro a ch  w ou ld  not on ly  
address thc reservations o f  
m arg inalized  com m unities 
but also cultivate a spirit o f  
healthy com petition among 
citizcns, motivating them to 
work hard and reach greater 
heights. It would cncouragc 
politicians to  focus on d e ­
veloping their constituencies 
and promoting thc welfare o f  
their constituents, rather than 
perpetuating divisive politics. 
But alas! Will thc government 
even open up thc avenues for

T h e  gove rn m e n t has  a 
valuable opportunity to unite 
th e  th ree  tr ibes  and gu ide  
Meghalaya towards a future 
o f  inclusivity. g row th, and 
prosperity for all its citizcns.

Yours ctc..
Jonathan W. langrai.

Via email
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Meghalaya Data Portal: 
Towards an accelerated 

and inclusive growth
By Sridhar Kundu

Meglialaya today is one o f  
the lowesi pcr-capita income 
states in India. In 2022-23. 
its pcr-capita income stands 
at Rs. 98.572 compared to 
national p;r-capita  income 
o f  Rs.1.72,000 per annum. 
The neighbouring state As­
sam 's pcr-capita income is 
Rs. 1.20.0C0 per annum (at 
2011 - 12 cuTcnt priccs).

Flic Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) o f  Meghalaya 
is about Rj. 42,000 crores in 
2022-23 (at 2011-12 current 
priccs). Over thc last 10 years, 
the annual average growth o f  
thc state's CiSDP stands at 7 
percent compared to thc na­
tional growth rate o f  11 percent 
per annum at current priccs.

The state has adequate po­
tential o f physical and human 
resources to become a 10 bil­
lion USD economy (approx. 
Rs. I lakh crore). To achieve 
this by 203C. tlie state economy 
needs to yrow at an estimated 
rate o f  12 percent per annum. 
Besides this aspirational target, 
it is more important to make 
growth inclusive and to make 
the maximum o f  its benefits 
available lo thc poorest o f  
thc poor. Thc N lT l Aayog. 
2021 report says that about 
33 percent o f  population in 
Meghalaya arc multi-dinicn- 
sionally paor com pared to 
national average of 25 pcr- 
cen l In thc Multi-Dimensional 
Poverty Index (MP1). Megha­
laya scorcf 0.157 and ranks 
far alicad c f national score o f  
0.112 in 2021. The state faces 
the biggest challenge o f pulling 
a million p h s  o f  its population 
out o f poverty. Data plays an 
important role in resliaping and 
redesigning government poli­
cies. It gives feedback about 
thc past and present policies 
o f  tltc government. It presents 
the past treid o f  thc direction 
o f  die ccoromy and its vari­
ous sectors and thus, helps thc 
govcrnnicrt to examine thc 
merits and limitations o f  its 
various policies. Intcr-scctoral 
relationships arc also examined 
with thc help o f  data.

I he Meghalaya Data Po- 
ral (MDP) is an effort o f  thc 
state government to provide 
a platform for accessing thc 
scattered information avail­
able in die public domain in 
various formats across differ­
ent sectors o f  the economy. 
Activities related to scrapping 
and collation o f  infonnation 
and tostorethem in a readable 
format and furtlier. use o f  tlie 
data by public from a common 
platform, are performed by the 
expert technicians from Bharti 
Institute o f Public Policy at 
Indian School o f Business. It 
can be witnessed with thc help 
o f  the web I nk httpsrfmegha- 
layadataportal.com.

The MDP at its present 
stage  provides infonnation 
about 30 datasets. Information 
about most o f  these datasets 
is available at thc district and 
sub-district level. Information 
for some o f thc datasets such 
as Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY), Mission 
Antyodays etc. is available 
even at sub-district, village, 
and paiKhav'at level.

Macro Economy
Tlie consumer price index 

(CPI) based inflation measures 
the change n price level o f  the 
daily consulted commodities 
o f  households. T hc rise in 
prices impacts tlie standard o f  
living, Tlie Iwuselmkls at thc 
bottom o f  the income pyramid 
arc largely impacted by rising 
priccs. The M DP provides 
information about the monthly 
CPI inflation rate o f  over 500 
commodities grouped in seven 
categories fc>r the state for thc 
last 10 years. This would help 
thc state machinery to track the 
pricc changes o fthc  neccssary 
commodities mostly consumed 
by thc poor households and 
take ncccssaiy actions. Pricc 
level in die state is determined 
by bodi internal and external 
dcmand-suppiy conditions. On 
thc external front, infonnation 
about import and export o f  
principal commodities such as 
cotton, beverage, furniture cic. 
from thc state isavailablc from 
2015. Thc nformation would 
be useful in experimenting 
w ith die comparative advan­
tages o f  tlie state in various 
tradeable commodities.

Food and A griculture
Agriculture and allied sec­

tors constititc about 19 percent 
ofthc state's CiSDP in 2021 -22. 
It has a significant contribu­
tion to employment and thc 
rural economy. The MDP has 
a spccial focus on this scctor 
by capturing micro-detailed
information about food and
agriculture status in tlie state.

The production trend o f  over 
50 crops and their area cover­
age and productivity over tlie 
last 25 years can be available 
from the portal. It will help tlie 
state to address the growilt and 
productivity o f  crops mostly 
produced by thc small and 
marginal land holders. The 
large-scale infonnation on 
production at d istrict level 
would help address thc issues 
o f  crop-divcrsification. use o f  
fertilizer and technology and 
crcatc a soil and environment 
friendly agricultureccosystcni 
in thc state. Further, informa­
tion about M SP o f  various 
commodities and pricc infor­
mation from various mandis 
available in tltc portal would 
strengthen thc agriculture  
product market and bridge 
the trust deficit gaps among 
thc producers and between 
producer, consumer, and thc 
state.

Socio-Economic
T he M D P can be  used 

as a base point to measure 
the socio-economic changc 
as it provides district wise 
household level detailed in­
formation regarding acccss 
to road connectivity, drinking 
water, toilet facilities, banks, 
and other financial institu­
tions ctc. from thc source o f  
socioeconomic caste census 
2011. Data related to acccssof 
school education and quality 
o f  school infrastructure can 
be obtained from thc portal. 
Sim ilarly , inform ation on 
various health indicators such 
as. maternal and child health 
status, acccss to health sub- 
centres and primary health 
centres at district and sub­
district level can be available 
from thc data portal.

Financial Inclusion
A developed network o f  fi­

nancial institutions, their qual­
ity in scrvicc and related infra- 
stmcture facilities to access die 
network, helps acccss o f  credit 
to every sector and every sec­
tion ofsocicty. Credit plays an 
important role in thc growth 
and development o f  any scc­
tor o f  thc economy. Acccss 
o f  credit by cach deserving 
person needs dev elopment o f  
infrastmctuic. The portal helps 
in providing detailed informa­
tion o f  deposits and credit 
disbursements by scheduled 
commercial banks at district 
level. Similarly, infonnation 
about money spent by various 
companies under thc domain 
o f  corporate social respon­
sibility for education, health 
and oilier sensitive sectors o f 
thc economy is available and 
easily downloadable from tltc 
data portal.
Government Development 

Programs
Thc MDP provides dclaifcd 

infonnation about important 
developmental programs run 
under various governm ent 
schcmcs. Information about 
credit disbursements dirough 
various banks under thc Prad­
han Mantri Employment Cicn- 
cration Program (PMEGP) 
can help thc state to track the 
development o f  micro and 
small-scale enterprises and 
their impact on employment 
generation. Again, tlie updated 
monthly infonnation about 
benefits received under thc 
Public Distribution System 
(PDS) at district level can lielp 
improve transparency in the 
system. Tlie portal captures 
district level information on 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin- 
chai Yojana (PMKSY) and 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY). and village 
infonnation about bcncficia- 
rics under PM FBY  which 
would lie Ip the state machin­
ery to redesign and re frame die 
policy lo optimize the support 
system in thc field o f  agricul­
ture and rural infrastructure 
development.

Even with all thc informa­
tion as discusscd above, thc 
MDP docs not stop liere. Go­
ing forward, it aims to include 
each micro and macro level 
indicator available in thc pub­
lic domain and present them 
with eye-catching visualisa­
tions to benefit thc common 
man understanding ofthc state 
econom y and governm ent 
functioning. It stands as facili­
tator to bridge thc infonnation 
gap and helps in improving 
relationship between statcand 
thc people to take the economy 
forward to achieve sustained 
growth at higher level o f  equi­
librium and tairer distribution 
o f  growth among all citizcns 
o f  the state.

(Dr. Sridhar Kundu. S e ­
nior A nalyst. B harti Insti­
tute o f  Public Policy, Indian  
School o f  Business).
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“ Ifyou're a true warrior, competition doesn 'r 

scare you. It makes you better. ”
—  A ndrew  W hitw orth
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Lessons from M anipur conflict
VIOLENCE hit M anipur is yet to limp back to 
normalcy. On the contrary curfcw  hours have 
been extended instead o f  being gradually less­
ened. The violence that started on M ay 3 and 
has officially claimed over a hundred lives (the 
real num bers are yet unknown and will perhaps 
never be know n) and displaced over 45.000 
people o f  both the Kuki-Zomi com m unities and 
the M eiteis. What has happened in M anipuris a 
total collapse of law and order -  a  state subject. 
On May 3, some extrem ist groups from the val­
ley the Arainbai Tengol and Meitei Leepun 
unleashed vio.cnce in the Imphal valley burn­
ing hom es o f  Kuki tribals and looting weapons 
from no less than the armoury o f  the M anipur 
Police Training College and 8 other police sta­
tions. How could this be allowed to happen if 
not through collision?

That 10 MLAs representing the Kuki people 
have written to the Union Home M inister seek­
ing a separate administrative arrangem ent. In 
short they want nothing less than a  self- gover­
nance model along the lines o f  the 6th Schedule 
o f  the Constitution o f  India which grants to 
tribals the right to govern them selves and to 
develop the areas under their control in a  nu- 
anccd way which m ight not be possible under 
a government where a non-tribal m ajority is in 
control. A very robust form o f  the 6th Schedule 
is seen in the Bodo Territorial Region (BTR) 
with extensive pow ers to develop the hitherto 
neglected human resource o f  the areas and create 
institutions that would address the educational 
and developmental backlog and also ensure that 
people don 't feel the sense o f  neglect that leads 
to dystopia ar.d pushes them to take up arms 
against the state.

The rising unemployment problem  in every 
state o f  the region and the inability o f  those 
electcd to govern to think outside the box and 
cieale situations wlieic investments can com e in 
and the youth can be gainfully employed outside 
the government sector, has been plaguing the 
region. The large youth dem ographics can be a 
source o f  discontent i f  it works like a misguided 
missile. And states with multi-ethnic popula­
tions need people with statesm anship qualities 
to be at the helm. C h ic f M inisters cannot be 
seen to represent one o r  o ther com m unities. 
They should represent the entire population o f  
the state and rise above their ethnic biases. To 
play the ethnic card in governance is a dangerous 
trend because it creates a crisis o f  confidence in 
the governed. This is further aggravated by the 
easy availability o f  arm s from across the porous 
borders o f  this region. There are vested interests 
that take advantage o f  this youth pow er and that 
makes it a dangerous cocktail. There are lessons 
to be leamt from the present crisis in M anipur 
and one lesson is that it is im perative to create 
platforms for discussions and deliberations on 
any point o f  contention.

100 P o in ts  R o ste r vs. P o st B ased  R o ste r

Relook at Resolution dated 
12th January, 1972

Following tlic High Court 
Judgment dated 05.04.2022, 
directing the State G overn­
m ent to  implement a Roster 
S ystem  to ensu re  tha t the 
R eservation  Po licy  is  a d ­
hered to in letter and spirit 
o f  the Resolution dated 12th 
J a n u ary , 1972, th e  M DA 
government vidcO . M. dated 
10th May. 2022 issued guide­
lines to  im p lem en t a 100 
point Roster in pursuance 
o f  th e  H igh C ourt Ju d g ­
ment. The N otification dated 
May 26, 2023 whereby the 
G overnor o f  M eghalaya has 
constitutcda com m ittccofall 
political parties for discuss­
ing the implementation o f  the 
Reservation Roster System, 
and to submit a  recommenda­
tion o f  the same to  the state 
government within 15 days 
means that it has bccomc a 
very pressing  conccrn  for 
the suite.

In  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  th is 
Com m ittee, and its recom ­
mendation, I am  WTiting this 
article to  bring to the atten­
tion o f  all conccm cd that a 
comparison has to  be made 
b e tw een  th e  m ech an ism s 
o f  a 100 point R oster and 
a Post based Roster, to  see 
which Roster will most faith­
fully and  efficiently adhere 
to the R eservation  Policy  
in the spirit and letter o f  the 
R eso lu tion  da ted  January  
12, 1972. So, for the benefit 
o f  all concerned, let us take 
a glance a t the mechanism 
o f  the 100 point Roster, and 
then at the mechanism o f  a 
Post based Roster, and then 
at the provisions o f  the R es­
ervation Policy.

So how is the 100 point 
Roster draw n up? A point in 
the Roster for any category 
(Khasi. G aro. O ther SCs/STs 
o r UR) is determined by d i­
viding 100 by the respective 
percentage o f  that category. 
So, for exam p le , in o rder 
to de term ine  the  points in 
the Roster in respect o f  the 
O ther STs & SCs category, 
we divide 100 by that ca t­
e g o ry 's  quo ta  percen tage, 
which is 5%. and so, dividing 
100 by 5, wc get 20. There­
fore. every 20th point on the 
Roster is eannarked for the 
O ther STs & SCs category, 
i.e . p o in ts  20. 40 , 60, SO 
and 100. Similarly, for UR 
category ( 15% quota), divid­
ing loo by 15. wc get 6.67. 
Therefore, every  7th point 
in the Roster is earm arked 
for the UR category. Since 
point no. 1 is  earmarked for 
UR. therefore every 7th point 
from the 1 st is eannarked for 
UR category, i.e. 1. 8 . 15.22 .
29. 36 ............... 99. So. aficr
ad ju sting  for th e  5 po in ts 
o f  th e  O th e r  SC s & STs 
category, and the 15 points 
o f  the  UR category, wc have 
80 points left, which will be 
shared between the Khasi & 
Garo categories (40%  each), 
which will be determined in 
the same way, by dividing 80 
by 40, which is 2. So, every 
2nd point in  the 100 point 
Roster, after adjusting for the 
O ther SCVSTs and UR cat -
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egories, is earmarked for the 
Khasi and Garo categories, 
respectively.

Let us take a look at how 
a Post based Roster is drawn 
up. In a post based Roster, 
the  num ber o f  points is equal 
to  tlic number o f  posts in a 
cadre. Each p;>st is assigned 
a point. Tlic first post will be 
point no. I . the second post 
will be point no. 2 , and soon, 
according to  the strength o f  
the cadre. A pcint in the Ros­
ter for any ealegory (Khasi. 
Garo. O ther SC s'ST sor UR) 
isd c tc n n in cd b y  first m ulti­
plying each point with the 
respective quotas o f  all the 
categories, to je t the fraction 
o f  the post for cach category. 
So, for example, for point no. 
I. w e multiply 1 by cach o f  
the categories' pcrccntdgc o f  
reservation. i£ . I x 40/100 
for K hasi. I x 40-100 for 
G aro , 1 x 5/100 for O ther 
SC vST s, I x 15/100 for UR. 
T he fraction o f  post/point 
no. I will be  3.4 for Khasi. 
0.4 for G aro. 0.05 for O ther 
STs/SCs and 0.15 for UR. In 
this way, for each post/point 
in  the Roster, Ate fraction for 
each o f  the ealegory against 
that po in t'po jt is obtained, 
by multiplying the number 
o f  that p o s t point by the re­
spective percentage o f  cach 
category. So, in this way, the 
Roster is drawn up.

Now, how ire  the points.1’ 
posts then earmarked for cach 
o f  the  categories in this Post 
based Roster? At any point in 
the Roster, wkcn any o f  the 
ca tegory 's fraction reaches 
the next w holenuniber mark, 
say I, o r  crosses that whole 
number, say 1.2. that point/ 
post will be earmarked for 
that category. For example, 
in  such a  Roster, the fraction 
for the  UR catego ry  w ill 
be 0 .9  a t point no. 6  (6  x 
15> 100). and it reaches 1.05 
at point no. 7 (7 x 15/100). 
So. at point no 7, the UR cat­
egory, by getting a fraction 
o f  1.05. has cither reached 
a whole number o r crossed 
it, from its previous fraction 
o f  0 .9  and so lhat post/point 
no. 7 w ill be earmarked for 
the UR category.

Now , w hat h appens at 
po in ts no. 1 and 2 . w here 
none o f  the categories have 
yet reached a  whole number 
o r  crossed  it? The highest 
fraction  at p o s tp o in t no.
I is 0.4 (for Khasi & Garo 
categories) and at point no. 2 
is 0.8 (also, for Khasi & Garo 
categories). The Resolution 
da ted  12th January. 1972 
clearly allow s for a fraction 
upio 0 .4 to  be rounded o ff  
to  I, a t clausc 3(1), and so 
points no. 1 and 2 w ill be  
earmarked for Khasi o r Garo 
category.

Now , w hat h appens at 
those points where none o f  
the categories read ies a next 
whole number o r crosses it? 
In such cases, the p o in t post 
w ill be  eannarked  against 
the category with the high­

est fraction (cither Khasi or 
Garo), such as at points no. II 
& 12. But i f  one o f  the other 
Reserved categories (Other 
STs/SCs) obtains a minimum 
fraction o f  0.4. that fraction 
can be rounded o f f  to 1, and 
that point eannarked for that 
category IF" that category is 
a s yet under-represented in 
that cadre, such as at point 
no. 8 in such a Roster.

W hat happens at point no. 
20, where all the categories 
reach their next whole num­
ber?  At poin t no. 20. it is 
the UR category that is yet 
under-represented (less than 
15%). and so that point'post 
is eannarked against the UR 
category. But o f  course, at 
point no. 20 , all categories 
reach the next whole number, 
including UR. Cvcn if  under­
represented. the rounding off  
o f0 .4  fraction will not apply 
to UR such as at point no. 
3. but only to  the protected 
categories, as per clausc 3( 1) 
o f  the Resolution.

N ow , c o n s id e r in g  th e  
above working mechanisms 
o f  both the 100 point Roster 
and  the Post based Roster, 
which o f  the tw o will faith­
fully and  efficiently imple­
ment the State Reservation 
Policy in the letter and spirit 
o f  the Resolution dated Janu­
ary 12. 1972? If  w c look at 
the  100 po in t R oster, the  
O ther STs ’SCs category will 
only be filled at every 20th 
po in t. N ow , a ssum ing  wc 
are at initial preparation, the 
O ther STs'SC s will only be 
filled a t point no. 20. But 
w hat if, in a particular cadre, 
there a re  only 8 o r 15 vacan­
cies in a period o f  one year 
or two years. In that ease, the 
O ther STs'SCs category will 
rem ain  undcr-rep rcsen ted  
until such tim e as the 20th 
point is filled up. Thus, this 
100 point Roster is  deficient 
to  fulfil the c lause  3(1) o f  
the Resolution dated January 
12. 1972 which provides for 
filling up o f  a  post in  favour 
o f  an under-represented Re­
se rv e d  c a tego ry , in  cases 
where no eligible candidate 
from  that category can be 
rccruitcd in a particular year. 
W hereas, the  P o in t based 
Roster is sufficient to  meet 
the provision a t clausc 3( I ). 
since it is draw n up based 
on the fraction o f  cach post/ 
point for cach category.

A n o th e r  d e fic ie n c y  in 
the 100 point Roster can be 
seen i f  we suppose that in a 
particular cadre, there are yet 
only 15 posts. I f  we look at 
the 100 point cycle, in such 
a cadre o f  15 posts, there will 
be 3 URs. 6 Khasis and 6  Ga- 
ros. In such a  case, w hile the 
representation o f  the Khasi 
and G aro categories meet the 
40%  quota, the UR category 
is over represented at 20%. 
I f  we take a cadre with a s yet 
10 posts, UR a re  still over 
represen ted  a t 20% . I f  w c 
take a cadre o f  8 posts, UR 
arc over represented at 25%.

T h is  de fea ts  the principle  
o f  adequate  representation 
which is  outlined at Article 
16(4) o f  the  C onstitu tion , 
a s w ell as the Resolution. 
W hereas, in a Post based 
Roster, it allow s for the 8th 
point/post to  be eannarked to 
the O ther STs/SCs category 
since it meets the minimum 
fraction o f  0.4, w hich can be  
rounded o f f  to 1.

L as tly , th e  R e so lu tio n  
prov ided  tha t i f  there  are 
no e lig ib le  c a n d id a te s  to 
fill the Reserved posts for 
a pa rticu lar category , in  a 
particular year, those posts 
will be available to  other cat­
egories, and the deficiency 
in rcspcct o f  that particular 
category w ill be carried over 
to the next rccruitment year, 
provided that the deficiency 
will not be carried over for 
more than one year. The Post 
based Roster is sufficient to 
im plem ent th is p rov ision  
without hassle a s any excess1 
deficiency will be adjusted 
over the successive points, 
within a period o f  one year. 
But I am  not sure how this 
will be implemented in a 100 
points cycle.

Now, m en tion  m ust be 
m ade  o f  the  c ase  "R . K. 
Sabharwal vs. State o f  Pun­
ja b "  a s w ell as the case “J. 
C. M allick  vs M inistry  o f  
Railways", where the Consti­
tution Bench o f  the Supreme 
Court held that reservation o f  
jobs for the backward classes 
SO ST /O B C  should apply to 
posts and not to vacancies. 
W hat this means is that once 
a  post has  been filled  by 
Reservation, then that post 
is to  be  earm arked for that 
particular category, even if 
that particular post becomes 
vacan t due  to  retirem en t, 
resignation, promotion, ctc. 
Such vacancy must be filled 
by the sam e category, sincc 
the Reservation that w as ear­
marked for that post applies 
to that post, and not just to 
the vacancy o f  that post. The 
100 point Roster is deficient 
to  meet this principle held 
by the Court, sincc vacan­
cies a rc  filled according to 
the points earmarked in the 
Roster cycle, and the reserva­
tion o f  the posts that bccomc 
v acan t due  to  re tirem en t, 
resignation pronio tioa  ctc. is 
not accounted for. However, 
a  Post based Roster is  not 
subject to such a 100 points 
cycle , and  is on ly  as long 
as the strength o f  the cadre. 
A t any point, w hen a post 
becomes vacant due to retire­
ment, resignation promotion, 
etc., that post will be filled up 
by the respective category 
that was earmarked against 
that particular point/post in 
the Post based Roster.

All in all. in view o f  all 
the above considerations, it 
seem s that the Post based 
Roster is  the system that will 
most faithfully and efficiently 
implement the State Reserva­
tion Policy, in the letter and 
spirit o f  the Resolution dated 
January 12. 1972.

Is Enforcem ent 
D irectorate  

m eant for the 
O pposition  

only?
Hditor,
Every sclf-rcsp.xting citi­

zen is aghast a t the on-going 
in e x o ra b le  and  a rb itra ry  
raids and routine summ ons 
o f  the prominent opposition 
parties by the Enforcement 
D irectorate (ED).CBI, IT. 
EC and other comtitutional 
bodies for queries for hours 
on end. thus, unnecessarily 
harassing them ad infinitum! 
Of late, the general secretary 
o f  A ITM C Abhiskck Baner- 
je e  w as grilled by ihe ED for 
a  m arathon nine (9 ) hours 
.and at the end o f queries. 
B anerjee  qu ipped . ’W aste 
o f  tim e!'

E ven the gull blc com ­
m oners arc reading between 
the  lines the wanton a rb i­
trary  sw eep ing  actions o f  
th e  a b o v e  c o n s iitu t io n a l 
bodies which arc  indulging

in the  in sid ious exerc ises  
at the behest o f  the pow ­
e rs  tha t be  by abundantly  
harassing the political ad ­
versaries o f  the BJP. T he 
unfortunate victims m ust be 
spending  sleep less nights! 
N o w onder the incum bent 
C h ic f  o f  the Enforcem ent 
Department Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra. who w as appointed 
in 2018 for a spell o f  tw o 
years only had the blessing 
o f  a third extension and this 
is  anybody's guess w hy he 
has been reappointed. E ither 
way. the grapevine has it that 
Mishra is an admirer o f  B JP s 
ideology.

Paradoxically, many BJP 
leade rs  such  a s  the  C h ic f  
M inister o f  our nearest state 
o f  Assam is accused o f  water 
sc am , S u v cndu  A d h ik a ri 
in Saradha scam and many 
others a re  all w alking scot 
free. The ED  is turning a 
blind eye on such gargantuan 
misdemeanors. Hcncc. these 
c o n s titu t io n a l b o d ie s  a re  
making themselves a laugh­
ing stock for the law abiding

Yours ctc.
Jerome K Dicngdoh.
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N agas more 
foresighted  
than K hasi- 

Jaintia , G aros
Editor,
N agaland attained state­

hood on D ecem ber 1, 963; 
M eghalaya, on January 21, 
1972. The N agaland G ov­
ernm ent rese rved  80%  o f  
posts for the ir  Scheduled  
T ribes com prising the N a­
gas, C acharis, G aros, Ku- 
kis, and  M ikirs. T ill da te  
w c have  not heard o f  any 
inter- tribal dispu te  on the 
matter. The Government o f  
Meghalaya reserved 40%  o f  
posts for the K hasi-Pnars. 
40%  for the G aros. and 5% 
for other Scheduled Tribes 
o f  M eghalaya. For this the 
Government currently has to 
handle a matter that is a very 
hot potato.

Yours ctc 
Pynuh 
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Education  
system  requires 

com plete  
overhaul

Editor.
I w inced  in a g o n is in g  

em otional pain reading the 
report: "Cry for revam p o f  
education sector after poor 
results." (ST  May 27.2023). 
H ow  o ficn  have w e read 
headlines to tfiis effect year 
a fte r  ye ar?  Shou ldn 't w c 
have rectified all the malaise 
that plagues the education 
system  by now! We a re  a 
small state and students tak­
ing the school examinations 
arc  very small in number. 
N ow  shou ld  the re  b e  any 
excuse  for the neg lec t o f  
our school education? It's a 
shame that wc cannot get our 
act together and put our s tu ­
dents first! And the reasons 
given by the MLA reflects 
not just his own inadequacy, 
but the government's too. I 
cannot accept the  g overn ­
m ent's le thargic approach  
and, here again, let one and 
all exercise  '.heir 'D uty o f

Care' to shame and disgrace 
the governm ent into placing 
e duca tion  a s  top  priority . 
Let's all show our deep, deep 
anger, bccausc it's the angry 
person w ho can bring about 
a  change! I f  G andhi wasn't 
angry and humiliated at be­
ing kicked out o f  the railway 
com partm ent, he w ouldn 't 
have taken a turn in his life. 
I believe.

The M LA gives examples 
o f  th e  p o o r p e rfo rm an c e  
o f  G aro  H ills , lam en ting  
ill-equipped infrastructure, 
in ad equa te  teachcr tra in ­
ing and  insufficien t tra in ­
ing institutes. A nd w hen lie 
points a finger saying, " If  the 
authorities a rc  not serious, 
how  can the  s tu d e n ts  get 
p roper educa tion ...'' made 
m e double up  in  loud and 
unrestra ined  laughter! I'm  
struggling to  continue this 
le tte r  b e cause  h y ste rica l 
la u g h ter has g r ipped  m e, 
so  let m e end w ith two sug­
gestions.

I ) His request to the CM 
for a  streamlined education 
sector bo aggressively pur- 
sued. (I’m available to have a 
no holds barred, even hitting 
below the belt, preliminary

meeting with the MLA, for 
his presentation to the CM!

2) H ow  w o n d e r fu l it 
would be  that a student ex­
change programme be initi­
aled  for a ll schoo l go ing  
ch ild rcn /g randch ild rcn  o f  
bureaucrats, politicians and 
implcmcnters o f  educational 
policics/plans for a t least a 
period o f  one month to these 
far-flung schools that lack all 
what the MLA mentions. I'd 
rather it w as three months!

There has to  be  a turning 
point in our school education 
where the culture and ethos 
from  the  hum ble  teachers 
to  P rincipals/H eads, from 
o f fic e rs  to  p o lit ic ia n s  to 
genuinely work with an un­
matched excitcmcnt. enthusi­
asm. passion and dedication. 
This student exchange might 
move the conscience o f  the 
educators and accountabil ity 
will be their watchword.

Yours etc., 
K evin Phillips 
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Cooperative or 
Combative? The 

Saga of Milk Wars
By A jit Ranude

During the recent Karnat­
aka elections, oik  divisive is­
sue was about the milk brand 
A m ul from G ujarat versus 
local b ra id  Nandini. How 
d id this becomc an clcctoral 
issue? That is bccausc Amul 
w as s e e r  to  be m uscling  
into N andini's territory. The 
entrant was identified with 
the incumbent ruling party, 
and  local N andin i's causc 
w as chanpioncd by the op ­
position. It w as also framed 
a s  a fight to  preserve local 
id e n tity  v e rsu s  a n a tio n ­
a lly  rollcJ juggernaut with 
a Gujamt origin! Normally 
a fight between consum er 
goods brands (whether food 
o r  c lo th iig  o r  even milk) 
would be w elcomed by con­
sum ers. T hat 's  bccausc  it 
signifies more choice, better 
quality, and perhaps lower 
prices. That's how capitalism
works. And how companies 
c o m p e te . B u t A m ul an d  
Nandini ;re  not companies. 
T hey  arc  cooperatives, o f  
milk producers. The success 
o f  a coop:rativc is  not mea­
sured by only sales revenues 
o r profits, but how w ell it 
serves it*, m em bers. Since 
cach  m caibcr is a farm er, 
the gain to the farmer conics 
via fetching a higher price 
for his milk, which he sells 
to  his cocpcrativc. But high 
procurcnvnt pricc o f  milk, 
means lower profits for the 
cooperative sincc it is a bulk 
buyer. That is ok. since in the 
final analysis, the net gain to 
the farmer, with higher pro­
curem ent pricc (as a farmer 
m em ber) plus low er profit 
share (as a shareholder) is 
superior !o max profit and 
low er procurem ent p ricc . 
Hcncc whether it is Amul in 
Gujarat or Nandini in Kar­
nataka it is an em otive issue, 
not just for loyal consumers 
but a lso  farmer producers. 
T he success o f  Amul meant 
the  death o f  N andini, and 
loss to lo<al farmers. That's 
w hy it becamc on emotive 
issue in the elections. Amul 
w as able o  contemplate go­
ing beyord its state borders 
thanks to an amendment in 
the Cooperatives Act nation-

milk is  a daily  production 
and consumption item, and 
K uricn’s insistence that the 
major share o f  the price o f  
milk flow back to  the pro­
ducer o f  the milk and not to 
middlemen o r suits running 
the “com pany'’, the Gujarat 
Cooperative M ilk M arket­
ing  F ed era tio n  becam e a 
huge success. Naturally after 
Kuricn it attracted (he a tten­
tion o f  politicians, sincc it 
becam e a vehicle to  grant 
political patronage. Amul. 
the brand o f  G CM M F is one 
o f  Ind ia 's most succcssful 
brands, w ith a turnover o f  
55.000 crore. ahead o f  giants 
such as Hindustan Unilever 
and N estle. It is  callcd the 
’Taste  o f  India".

Amul’s  success has many 
factors, and this spacc is too 
lim ited to  describe the en­
tire strategy. It has become 
a stap le  o f  case studies in 
business schools. Basically 
it co llec ts milk from m il­
lions o f  small fanners, who 
get a decent price. And the 
value added  products like 
icecream , butter, cheese are 
managed in a more central­
ized. and often “corporate" 
style. T hese  arc m anufac­
tured in state o f  the art plants 
loeated in many states, and 
the s h d f  life o f  these prod­
ucts is much longer than the 
plain milk sourced from the 
farm ers. The grow th o f  a 
super brand also has hdped  
sustain profits and  incomc 
to its members. There is no 
danger o fa  hostile takeover, 
cxccpt pe rhaps by  p o lit i­
cians, which is the banc o f  all 
succcssful cooperatives. The 
case o f  sugarcane is  interest­
ing. India is the w orld's larg­
est producer o f  sugar, with 
roughly one third com ing 
from Uttar Pradesh, M aha­
rashtra and Tamil Nadu plus 
tw o southern states. Howev­
er, it is  only in Maharashtra 
that sugar factories continue 
to be nm  by cooperatives 
whereas more than two third 
o f  In d ia 's  su g a r sec to r is 
nm in the capitalist mode. 
O f  course, this sector docs 
not enjoy the huge success 
and pro fitab ility  o f  Amul

“This was the hone o f  contention between Nandini 
and Amul. It is also a proxy fo r  the tension 

between the cooperative model which cannot grow 
in an rnlimitcd way, and the capitalist model o f  

shatvholder owned company. ”

ally, which affect multi-state 
cooperatives. Nandini can­
not reta lia te  by m uscling  
into Am ul's home territory 
in Gujaral.

The original idea o f  pro­
moting cooperatives was to 
protect tlK interest o f  small 
farm ers, be they in  m ilk, 
oilseeds, jugareanc o r credit. 
B y pooling  the ir  p roducc  
they gain m ore bargaining 
pow er vis-a-vis the ir cu s­
tomers. It is a voluntary asso­
ciation of producers. As per 
India'scoistitution the coop­
eratives are in the Suites* list 
and arc supposed the oper­
ate within state boundaries. 
But in 1984 a M ulti-State 
Coopcrat vcs Societies Act 
w as passed which w as later 
amended in 2002, and most 
recently in 2022. The most 
rcccnt anendm ent makes it 
easier for cooperatives to  ex­
pand thcit national footprint, 
o ften  to  the  de trim en t o f  
local producers o f  the same 
commodiiy.

A s such, the growth and 
expansion o f  cooperatives 
is  inheren tly  constra ined  
because  hey cannot raise 
unlim itcdcapital. In a com ­
pany. one shareholder can 
b ring  in large am ounts o f  
capital, bccomc the dominant 
o r  niajori y owner, and pur­
sue growt!i and call the shots, 
sincc the voting rights arc 
proportional to shareholding. 
Not so in a cooperative. Even 
with a latgc contribution o f  
c ap ita l, no single m em ber 
can get trorc than one vote. 
This creates a  disincentive 
for influx o f  cap ita l, and 
hcncc growth. In that sense 
cooperatives a re  the  oppo­
site o f  capitalism. But they 
have been hugely succcssful. 
especially in Gujarat, thanks 
to  the  early , p io n e e r in g , 
a nd  v is ionary  lead e rsh ip  
o f  Vcrghcsc Kuricn. Sincc

and other milk federations. 
Incom e o f  d a iry  farm ers 
w ho arc  m em bers o f  milk 
cooperatives grow faster and 
arc more stable than those o f  
sugarcane  farm ers, o r  o il­
seeds. Besides, sugarcane is 
sinking with a huge subsidy 
burden and unpaid dues to 
farmers.

So A m ul's grow th now 
needs more territories, i.e. 
opera tions in o the r states, 
and possib ly  tak ing  away 
market share o f  local dairy 
cooperatives. This w as the 
bone o f  contention between 
Nandini and A m ul. It is also 
a proxy for the tension be­
tween the cooperative model 
w hich cannot g row  in an 
unlimited way. and the cap i­
talist model o f  shareholder 
ow ned company. Coopera­
tives a rc  essential when the 
sm a ll p ro d u ce rs ' in com e  
and livelihoods need some 
protection, be they in milk 
o r groundnut or oilseeds or 
cvcn sugarcane. That is why 
th e  governm en t has been 
actively pushing the farmer 
producer com panies’ model 
which is a hybrid between a 
cooperative and a  capitalist 
com pany. B ut cx cc p t for 
the milk scctor. the success 
o f  c o o p era tiv es  has been 
lim ited . A nd in the milk 
scctor. the success o f  local 
m ilk fede ra tions requ ire s 
that g ian ts like  A m ul a re  
kept at bay, and not allowed 
capitalist style "hostile take­
overs .”  A m ul is not o n ly  
a S u p e r  B ra n d , g lo b a lly  
known, but also a precious 
succcss story o f  the hom e­
grow n cooperative  m ove­
ment. Nurturing that succcss 
story means some constraint 
on its growth too.

(T h e  w riter  is  a  no te d  
economist) (Syndicate: The 
B illion Press) (em ail: edi- 
torfQihebillionpress.org)



T H E  SH ILLON G  T IM E S, SH ILLO N G , W EDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 (SIX )

“The best and most beautiful things in the 
world cannot he seen or even touched  - they 

must be fe lt with thc hcurt."
— Helen K eller

T he S h illo n g  l im es
Vd \o:I.XV No. Htt SIIILI.ONC. WEDNESDAY. MAY31.2023

Luxury in Jails
THE Suprem e C ourt deserves praise for an 
observation it made this week that “nobody 
should expect luxury in jails .” It was respond­
ing to a  complaint from thc accused in a Rs 
2.5crorc financial fraud case that he was denied 
“ luxury” in the jail. Clearly, criminals have be­
gun demanding a happy-go-lucky life inside jail. 
Notably, overtim e, several relaxations had been 
effected in the way prisoners arc treated in jail. 
Hand-cuffing o f  criminals is avoided even when 
they arc taken out, based on a questionable Su­
preme Court directive. The dress codes too have 
changed and several criminals are produced by 
the police in court in colourful dresses m atch­
ing celluloid glamour. Little wonder, then, that 
hardcore criminals coming out o f jail commit 
more such crimes during parole o r end o f  jail 
term, and show a desire to return to jail. Politi­
cians and businessmen in jail cells are provided 
with ACs, fridges and more. Such facilities are 
provided to prove that the establishment gives 
due regard to human rights. In the proccss. na­
tional interests are compromised.

Thc footlcose manner in which system s are 
subverted in this country is a matter o f  serious 
concern. Murder, per se. is not thc only most 
abhorred among thc crimes. The freewheeling 
loot o f  the exchequer, banks etc and similar 
financial frauds arc equally reprehensible and 
their consequences arc graver in nature in terms 
o f  the harm these causc to national well-being. 
That the scenario is steadily worsening is a  wor­
risome thought. What fuels thc fire is thc way thc 
justicc dispensation system responds to crimes. 
Governments themselves arc often seen to be of­
fering a  kid-glove treatment while tackling such 
situations. Officials engaged in massive loot o f 
the exchequer get away with their act and with 
the millions Ihcy made, by serving a couple o f  
yea rs 'ja il tenn.

Laws arc fashioned in a weak m anner to 
puni»li the guilty, and it gels unduly luusher in 
selective cases involving vested interests. For 
instance, thc Kerala government promulgated 
law weeks ago to punish anyone who confronts 
health-care professionals w ith seven years’ 
jail. Yet. an official who looted crores from the 
exchequer might get aw ay with his act o r with 
fewer years of jail term. It is often that officials 
caught in eases o f  bribe-taking are restored to the 
service after a  few months* suspension. Many 
such officials laugh their way back to service 
as they are granted back-wages for thc entire 
period o f  suspension. Governance is not simply 
the building o f flyovers, highways or rail lines 
or paying salaries to employees or vigorously 
“producing” more laws by the hour. National 
well-being which includes due punishment for 
crime is whal a  good government should ensure, 
first and foremost

Corrigendum: In yesterday’s editorial, in thc 
sentence, "How could this be allowed to happen 
if  not through collusion?" thc word collusion was 
misspelt as collision. Tlie error is regretted.

$

Unconstitutional Meghalaya 
Reservation Policy

Wikipcdiadcfincs Reserve- 
(ion as a system of affirmative 
action in India that provides 
histo rically  disadvantaged  
groups Representation in educa­
tion. employment, government 
schem es, scholarsh ips and 
politics. Based on provisions 
in thc Indian Constitution, it 
allows thc Union Government 
and tlx: States and Territories 
o f  India to set reserved quotas 
or seats, at particular percent­
ages in E ducation A dm is­
sions. Employments. Political 
Bodies. Promotions ctc. for 
“ socially and educationally 
backward citizcns”. Further for 
the disabled the Indian Con­
stitution prov ides for thc right 
lo  equality under Article 14, 
which allows for "reasonable 
discrim ination", which has 
tw o sub-categories, namely, 
equality before thc law and 
equal protection o f  thc law. 
As the name suggests, equality 
before law means “everyone 
is equal before thc eyes o f  thc 
law and shall thus be treated 
equally.”  However, equal pro­
tection o f  law means, "likes 
be treated alike but unlike 
shall not be treated alike”. l;or 
instance, in an examination, 
thc time duration is two hours 
for students with no disability, 
but it is four hours for blind 
students. This is "reasonable 
discrimination,”  which is to 
bring thc unequal to the same 
pedestal as thc equals and then 
treat them equally.

Furtherm ore, clause  (4) 
o f  Article 16 o f  the Constitu­
tion on which the Meghalaya 
Reservation Policy is based 
on. states that the State shall 
not be prevented from making 
special provisions for reserva­
tion in thc appointments in 
state-related services to any 
backw ard class o f  citizcns, 
who the State thinks is not 
adequately represented in thc 
State services. Under clause 
(4) o f  Article 16 thc govern­
ment is free to prov ide reserva­
tion if  it is satisfied on (Ik* basis 
o f quantifiable data that back­
ward classes are inadequately 
represented in the service. 
Ihercforc, it is very clear, that 
in every ease where thc State 
decides to provide reserv ation, 
there must be two qualify­
ing circum stances, namely, 
''backw ardness" and “inad­
equacy o f  representation." "If 
the States fail to apply these 
tests, thc reservation would 
be invalid." In fact. Articlc 16 
(4) is applicable only i f  thc 
following two conditions are 
met: (1) Ihe  class o f  citizens is 
backward, and thc said class is 
under-represented in State Ser­
vices; (2) Thc class o f  citizens 
is under-reprcscntcd in State 
Serv ices. Therefore, keeping 
the above constitu tionally  
mandatory requirements for 
reserv ations in mind, tl)c politi­
cal assertions ofcertain groups 
in our state, for thc review o f 
the reservation policy, based 
tin population, is a legally in­
valid demand, which will not

words, “in tcmis o f  their popu­
lation” can only be  found in the 
Meglialaya Reservation Pol­
icy. which for all intents and 
purposes, and unfortunately 
for the agitating groups, is not 
a document which is superior 
o r above thc Constitution o f 
this country.

Now coming back to our 
State, thc Reservation Policy

By M ikrak Marak

has alw ays been a bone o f  
contention belwcen thc two 
major tribes of Meghalaya. 
This is not something new. and 
stretches bock :o the inception 
o f  thc state. Thc Garo’s have 
bccomc ambivalent and a I most 
inured to it. Ever sincc thc Me­
ghalaya High C’otin ordered 
the  im plem entation o f  thc 
Roster System, ccrtain groups 
in Khasi hills, have made de­
mands from a perceived Garo- 
led government, that it should 
be implemented prospectivdy 
and not retrospectively, the 
contention being that, if it is 
implemented retrospectively 
then thc Khasi tribe will no- 
longcr get employment for 
another 50 years, which ironi­
cally is an adnission. that a 
certain advantaged community 
has been getting, more than its 
fair share o f  the employment 
cake: whether the appoint­
ments. strctchcd over 50 years, 
have been done in a legal 
manner on merit, or through 
illegal means 'manipulations, 
unadvertiscd fosts, backdoor 
o r illegal appointments) is an 
altogether separate matter. 
However, whai has stirred thc 
hornets’ nest arc thc demands 
o f  a nasccnt political party 
based in thc Kltasi hills, which 
has decided that it is not satis­
fied and that cnly thc review 
o f  the  Reservation Policy, 
based on poptiation and with 
80 percent reservation o f  thc 
three tribes together, is thconly 
acceptable solution.

It may be mentioned that, 
the H on 'b lc  High Court o f  
Meghalaya, ordered thc im ­
plem entation o f  thc Roster 
System, in order to ensure tlat 
thc State Reservation Policy is 
being adhered to in letter and 
spirit. In 2022, thc Meghalaya 
High C oun in a ease titled. 
Grencth M. Sangma vs Thc 
State o f  Meghalaya & ors, 
and after having examined thc 
employment dita in our state, 
ordered thc implementation o f 
thc Roster System, excerpts 
from this order states “ It is 
hereby noted further that those 
who have obtained qualified 
marks or bcncli marks as fixed 
for their respective categories 
only they can be appointed in 
that particular category itself. 
To be clearer one  category 
cannot cncroach into the other 
category even if  they get the 
highest mark*” . Further, it 
states that "the present appoint­
ment followed by thc State 
Government to bring a candi­
date from oik  category to thc 
othcrcatcgory s totally illegal, 
unconstitutional and in viola­
tion o f  Aniclc 14 and 16 o f 
the Constitution o f  lndia.” This 
particular order is in reference 
to the unlawful practice in our 
state, o f  appoint ing a particular 
more privilege! community 
against thc quota o f  another 
disadvantaged community, as 
well as at the expense o f  other 
backward classes and even thc 
general category citizens, thus 
depriving all tlicsc other cat­
egories o f  their rightful share, 
finally culminating in the order 
for tlie implementation o f  tlie 
Roster System in the state.

Ilic Meghalaya High Court 
order further states, "the obser­
vations and directions given 
above are to be followed strict- 
ly. and that when, while revisit­
ing thc Reservation Policy, thc

Government is to keep in mind 
lhat the Constitution o f  India 
docs not desire more than 50% 
reservation and a Nationalistic 
view should be taken so  that 
no class o f  citizen is deprived 
o f  his/her rights guaranteed 
by thc Constitution o f India”. 
Repeating thc same the High 
Court order, emphasised the 
importance o f  implementing 
the Reservation Policy, pro­
portionately and equally, even 
for thc general category, so that 
the. "dream and intention o f  
our Constitution to bring all die 
citizcns in oik  level is bound 
to collapse, bccausc forward 
classes (general category) will 
com c dow n and backw ard 
classes will go up. which is not 
the intention o f  tlie makers o f  
the Constitution o f  India".

So. keeping in mind, the 
constitutional yardstick o f  rep­
resentation in the services, as 
the correct measure for back­
wardness. thc Government of 
M eghalaya should take this 
golden opportunity, exactly 
as in the ease o f  Nagaland, to 
carrying out a census on thc 
social, educational and eco­
nomic backwardness o f  cach 
tribe, that is. thc Khasis. Garos, 
Jaintias and other backward 
classes, as well as representa­
tion o f  the general category 
citizcns in thc services. Based 
on this quantifiable data, o f  
backwardness and inadequacy 
o f  representation in thc ser­
vices. a decision should be 
m ade on thc review  o f  the 
currcnt Reservation Policy. 
This will effectively kill any 
future opportunistic attempts 
by any group, to politicise the 
Reservation Policy, and bring 
lasting harmony in thc rela­
tionship ofall thc communities 
living here.

Furtlier. as is die cstablished 
practice in all Indian states diat 
follow a Reservation Policy.a 
d e a r  catcgorizatiorvdiv ision 
percentage, o f  said reserva­
tions with a Roster System, 
must be maintained or made 
in order to prevent one com­
munity poaching on the rights 
o f  the other, as enshrined in 
ihe principles o f  A rticlc 14 
and 16 o f  the Constitution. 
T his goes for everyone, ir­
respective o f  thc tribe or com­
munity. they belong to. Once 
reliable data is available, the 
State gov eminent shall be free 
(empowered) to catcgorise or 
e lassi fy backward classes (ST/ 
SC) as backw ard and more 
backward, under Articlc 16(4) 
o f  the Constitution. It must be 
on the basis o f  quantifiable 
factsand objectivity alone, that 
the Reservation Policy be re­
viewed. and not on tlie basisof 
misleading local perceptions, 
tribal loyalties and politically 
fuelled propaganda.

Tlie Supreme court judge­
ment that. “While 50%shall be 
thc rule, it is necessary not to 
put out ofconsideration certain 
extraordinary situations inher­
ent in the great diversity o f  
this country and thc people. It 
might happen lhat in far-flung 
and remote areas, on account 
o f  ihcir being out o f  the main­
stream o f  national life and in 
vicw ofthe conditions peculiar 
to  and characteristic to diem, 
need to be treated in a different 
way. some relaxation in this 
strict rule may become im ­
perative. In doing so. extreme

caution is to  be exercised and a 
spccial case made out." These 
observations o f  the top court, 
have been given a myriad o f 
local twistsand interpretations, 
to  (it the political narrative in 
Khasi hills. Ihe  very fact, lhat 
we consider ourselves spccial 
and extraordinary is delusional, 
and is not a fact that has been 
irrefutably established in court. 
It is therefore, absolutely erro­
neous on our part to think lhat 
our rights are somehow more 
superior to die rights o f  odicr 
hockvvard classes or the general 
cat ego ly  citizens o f  our state, in 
thc eves o f  tlie law.

Furtlier. in tlie said observa­
tions o f  thc Supreme Court, 
the operative words arc 'sonic 
relaxation in this strict role.’ 
therefore, this relaxation may 
o n ly  extend to  thc a lready 
approved 10% for thc EWS 
reservation above tlx* existing 
50% reservation limit, as es­
tablished in thc Indra Sawhney 
Case. While the entire matter 
is extremely subjective, one 
is absolutely certain that tlie 
entire case for relaxation, will 
depend entirely on irrefutable 
facts alone, especially on thc 
cxact ratio o f  the different 
classes employed in ihe slate 
services, sincc 1972.

However, what one finds 
extrem ely d isturbing is thc 
false political narrative that, 
a  rev iew o f  the Slate’s Reser­
vation Policy will secure thc 
future o f  Khasi youths, and 
that it is a magical panacea 
and  a curc  a ll so lu tion , to 
the unemployment problem 
in Khasi Hills. The facts arc 
however completely the op ­
posite. It is unfortunate, but thc. 
'E ra  o f Government Services 
is over’ and this factual situ­
ation and reality, is the same 
for all the tribes and inhabit­
ants o f  Meghalaya. Available 
vacancies are a mere handful, 
while thc unemployed in the 
entire state already number in 
lakhs. Thc perception dial the 
G overnment is the perpetual 
factory, responsible to provide 
employment to all the youths
is w rong  a nd  m ust not be 
further perpetuated. Thc solu­
tion o f  course lies in equitable 
cvonouiie development o f  the 
entire slate. Entrepreneurship, 
Tourism, Industries, nurturing 
o f  thc corporate sector in vari­
ous fields, and the opening up 
o f  our economy, will go a  long 
way to generate lasting em ­
ployment, rather than cosmetic 
changes o f  the skewed Reser­
vation Policy o f  Meglialaya.

Personally. I am in complete 
agreement with thc observa­
tions o f  thc High Court o f  
Meghalaya, that die reserva­
tion policy must not cxcccd 
50%, sincc the future o f  all thc 
youths in the state, including 
those in thc general category, 
a re equally  im portant. So, 
if  there are any fair minded, 
conscientious citizcns whether 
Khasi. Garo, Jaintia o r from 
the general category, please 
approach thc Supreme Court 
to  permanently and formally, 
put an end to tlie repeated po­
liticization. o f  thc reservation 
policy in Meghalaya. For those 
wondering why die High Court 
of Meghalaya did not intervene 
if  50% is thc maximum permis­
sible limit, it is bccausc only 
the Supreme Court o f  India can 
preside over matters o f  criteria 
in Reservation.

T hc  C h ild  is F a th e r o f  thc  M an

World No Tobacco 
Day 2023
By Dr Caleb Harris

William W ordsworth, in 
his famous poem penned in 
1802. “My H eart leaps up 
(Thc Rainbow )", used thc 
phrase, 'Tltc Child is Father 
o f  the Man'. While he hoped 
to retain his childhood joys 
forever, this could also mean 
that traits, be it positive or 
negative, which children ac­
quire, will remain with them 
through adulthood.

It is delightful to observe, 
across Meghalaya, be it in 
a small roadside eatery, or 
a swanky restaurant, young 
and  old afikc pause to  say 
grace before their meal. This 
is probably because this is in­
grained from their childhood. 
Hcncc it is sad to know that 
as per the Global Youth To­
bacco Survey 2019, 34% o f 
13 to 15 year-olds in Megha­
laya were found to be using 
tobacco.This is a survey done 
among children aged 13 to 15 
years of aj:c. commissioned 
by thc  M inistry o f  H ealth 
and  Family W elfare, G ov­
ernm ent o f  India(G ol) and 
found that across India, thc

a s ig n a tu re  cam pa ign  to 
this effect too. M eghalaya 
State Tobacco Control Cell 
(ST C C ) has been a w ard ­
ed thc  W orld No Tobacco 
Day Aw ard 2023 fo r the 
South  E ast A sia  R egion  
for its  w ork  on tobacco  
control by thc W orld Health 
Associaiion(W'HA) for this 
program. But such an ini­
tiative o f  Ihe governm ent 
would be fruitless if  thc same 
students go home to sec their 
parents use tobacco.

World No Tobacco Day 
has been observed on the 
31st o f  M ay ev ery  year, 
since 1987. An initiative o f  
the World Health O rganisa­
tion (W HO), this year, thc 
them e is ‘G row  food, not 
tobacco '. The focus is  on 
the lies o f  the tobacco in ­
dustry. which claim s that if  
people stop using tobacco, 
thc livelihoods o f  farmers 
who grow tobacco will be 
destroyed. This is far from 
thc truth as there arc several 
other alternative crops which 
these farmers can cultivate

corresponding rate was 8%. 
Sad. bceaisc these children 
are likely o  continue using 
to b a cc o  th roughout the ir 
short life, iruncatcd by can­
cer. respiratory and cardiac 
illnesses.

Meghalaya has thc dubi­
ous distinc ion o f  topping the 
country in the proportion o f 
cancers caused by tobacco, 
w ith  70.4%  o f  cancers in 
men and  46.5%  o f  cancers 
in  w om en o f  E as t K hasi 
Mills Disliiel utliibutaUle to 
tobacco. Meghalaya tops thc 
country in the incidcncc o f  
oesophageal cancer(canccr 
o f  thc food pipe) w ith  ten 
times thc incidcncc seen in 
other states. T his is also one 
o f  thc  caiKcrs attributed to 
tobacco. Meghalaya also has 
among thc highest incidences 
o f  cancer in the country (131 
per lakh population).

The Government o f  M e­
ghalaya. through a joint ef­
fort by thc departm ents o f  
health  and educa tion , has 
succcssfull/ implemented thc 
‘Tobacco Free Educational 
Institution’(ToFEI) program 
to curb use o f  Tobacco by- 
school students. As part o f  
this program, the school is 
expected to ensure that no 
tobacco product is sold in and 
around schools ( upto a radius 
o f  100 metres), no teachers 
(or other staff) use tobacco in 
the school and activities such 
as pledge against tobacco arc 
taken up or a regular basis by 
the students.

This month the students 
have participated in rallies to 
spread awareness about thc 
ill effects of tobacco around 
the state and have conducted

and reap better profits. Thc 
Meghalaya government has 
ado p ted  thc  them e. 'M y  
M eghalaya, T obacco-free  
M eghalaya', which has been 
propagated w idely by thc 
school children.

Recently, during a meet­
ing held to deliberate on the 
strategics for tobaccocontrol, 
one o f  the speakers shared 
h is observation. W hile he 
was in a marketplace, there 
were school children going 
around collecting signatures 
from adults, which w as es­
sentia lly  a pledge against 
tobacco. He was shockcd. he 
said, to  see a gentleman sign 
one o f  these pledges while 
still smoking a  cigarctte. Not 
surprisingly. 47%  o f  adults 
in Meghalaya use tobacco, 
as compared to the national 
average o f  28.6%  according 
to the Global Adult Tobacco 
Survey (GATS 2016-17).

Thc citizcns o f  Meghala­
ya need to introspect on this, 
As adults, wc are expected 
to be role models for chil­
dren. Wc need to tell them 
w hat is right and wrong, but 
unfortunately, thc reverse 
is happening. Thc children 
arc exhorting the adults to 
shun tobacco, which has no 
beneficial cflfect to human­
ity (apart from the profit it 
brings to those who trade 
it), w hile  it shou ld  have 
been thc other way around. 
Arc the children fathering 
us on this?

(T h e  w r i te r  is  M .C h . 
(Surg ica l O ncology) and  
can he  reached a t surgon-  
co(a ou tlo o k .co m ) (V iew s  
expressed are persona!)

W hy this 
adam ance 
Mr. C hief 
M inister?

Editor,
At ihe ou tse t, le t 's  go 

th rough  th is recap to  put 
things in thc right perspec­
tive . M eghalaya-the 21st 
S tate  o f  the Indian Union 
w as carved out o f  thc erst­
while Stale o f  Assam on thc 
2nd April 1970 as an Auton­
omous State, created under 
the A ssam Reorganization 
(Meghalaya) Act 1969. con­
sisting o f  thc f irm er Garo 
H ills D istric t and U nited 
Khasi and Jaint a Hills dis­
trict o f  Assam. M eghalaya 
becam e a full-fledged State 
in the midnight o f  January 
20-21, 1972 in accordance 
w ith  thc p rov isions con ­
tained in thc North Eastern 
Areas (Reorganization) Act,
1971.

From 2nd April 1970 to 
21st January 1972, Meghala­
ya wag an Autonomous State 
w ith  lim ited  pjvvcrs. Thc

Provisional Meghalaya Leg­
islative Assembly consisted 
o f  41 (forty one) Members. 
38 (thirty eight) members- in­
directly clcctcd and 3 (three) 
nominated members. It was 
during this time on January 
12, 1972. t lie notifications o f  
the Suite Reservation Policy 
(SRP) cam e vide letter No. 
PER.222 71 138. M ay we 
ask whether thc SRP was cre­
ated by thc Provisional State 
over a cup o f  tea o r wc can 
sec thc minutes o f  lhat m eet­
ing where these resolutions 
o f  ihe SRP were taken?

Thc First General E lec­
tion to the Meghalaya Leg­
islative Assembly was held 
in thc beginning o f  March
1972. The first Session o fthc  
Meghalaya Legislative A s­
sembly o f  clcctcd members 
was held on ihe March 25.
1972 with thc Acting Speaker 
(Shri Jor Manik Syicm) in tlxr 
Chair at Shillong. Clearly, 
the State Reservation Policy 
was not framed by an clcctcd 
government o f  a full-fledged 
State, yet the C h ief Minister 
is adam ant no t lo discus:: 
and  rev iew  thc  o u td a ted

policy which has long out­
lived its life. Let us remind 
him lhat thc Constitution o f 
India which was drafted by 
the  C onstituen t A ssem bly 
formed in 1946. comprising 
o f  a g roup  o f  300  people 
with Dr. B. R. Ambcdkar. as 
thc Chairman o fthc  Drafting 
Com m ittee  cam e  together 
and finished thc drafting o f  
the Constitution in 1949. It 
look them three long years o f  
discussions and deliberations 
to bring the Draft Constitu­
tion w hich w as eventually 
adopted  and im plem ented 
from January 26, 1950. In 
spite o f  that, the C onstitu­
tion o f  India had undergone 
a total o f  105 Amendments 
over time to  incorporate the 
desires and aspirations o f  the 
people as needed.

In stark contrast, hcrc-in 
thc present day Meghalaya, 
wc have thc MDA govern­
ment led by NPP which does 
not even w ant to discuss thc 
ou tda ted  SR P w hich  w as 
fram ed under pecu liar c ir­
cum stances a s  m entioned
eailiei, displaying insensitiv­
ity to the concerns o fthc  en­

tire Khasi-Jaintia-Bhoi com ­
munity. and focusing only on 
the Garo community. While 
the entire Khasi-Jaintia-Bhoi 
community is -allying behind 
the VPP President* Ardent 
Miller Basaia.vmoit. who is 
on hunger strike for over a 
week, demanding the review 
o f  the SRP. it is shocking to 
see  lhat thc Chief M inister is 
maintaining complete a stoic 
silcncc w hile  his allics-thc 
UDP and HSPDP have also 
supported Bah A rdcnt's de ­
mand. It is equally baffling 
to  hear thc arguments o f  thc 
Stale Presides! o f  NPP. Dr. 
Kharluklii justifying the SRP. 
Can he prove lhat the condi­
tions o f  villages in remote 
com ers o f  Khasi-Jaintia-Ri- 
Bhoi areas are  any less back­
ward than tha lo f thc villages 
in remote Garo Hill areas in 
term o f  basic infrastnicture- 
hcalth  cen ters , education , 
roads, clectridty, connectiv­
ity, jo b  opportunities, etc.? 
Or perhaps he thinks that in 
thc last 51 years, thc Khasi- 
Jaintia-Bhoi areas have de ­
veloped so much so  that they
are comparable to Shillong

and our G aro Hill areas are 
as they were for thc last 51 
years.

If  that be the ease, which is 
certainly not, it is not because 
o f  thc Khasis but bccausc o f  
their elected representatives 
who have failed them for thc 
last 51 years; therefore, dear 
Garo friends, make them pay 
for it. Another shocker is thc 
statement o f  Education M in­
ister, Rakkam  A. Sangma. 
on the  th rea t o f  Suprem e 
Court ruling on reservation.
I think he is  underm ining 
thc w isdom  o f  the highest 
court o f  thc country. Can M r 
Rakkam A Sangma guaran­
tee that m aintaining status 
quo on the SRP will enable 
thc Suprem e Court to rule 
in favour o f  thc State? Thc 
Suprem e C ourt ru ling  on 
the existing reservation will 
im pact several o the r state 
governm ents where sim ilar 
rese rva tions a rc  in  placc. 
Im portantly. West Bengal. 
Tam il N adu. M aharashtra, 
Tclangana and many other 
states have crossed the 50% 
reservation cap. Tlie need o f  
the hour is to review thc State

Reservation Policy and have a 
combined reserv ation for all 
Meghalaya STs without d i­
viding it on thc basis o f  tribes 
and review it every 10 yeans. 
Let us g ive m eritocracy  a 
chance and let the best minds 
nilc thc State for good.

In thc w orst ease scenario, 
if  the Supreme Court, in its 
w isdom , s trikes dow n our 
reservation to 50%. we will 
cope with it. The state gov­
ernments in all thc states arc 
ruled by their people for thc 
w elfare o f  thc entire state, 
hence it is naive to believe 
that the  State governm ent 
docs not know how to balance 
its recruitments to unreserved 
posts. E.g. in  Assam -m ore 
than 50% o f  live posts arc un­
reserved. same is with Odisha 
and other states. Have a  look 
at their recruitm ents. Less 
than 5 percent will be  non- 
Assamcsc. or non-Oriya. etc. 
Most o f  the posts are filled by 
locals purely based on merit. 
Perhaps, our flawed Reserva­
tion Policy is itself thc root 
causc o f  ou r underdevelop­
ment in the last SI years. 
Let thc best mind among thc

Khasi. Jainsias and tltc Garos. 
purely based on merit with no 
interference from the political 
class, mn ihe administration 
o f  thc Statcand see where we 
reach in thc next ten years or 
so. Believe me, w c will have 
thc best doctors, dentists, en­
gineers, pharmacists, nurses, 
allied mciiical technicians, 
ctc. from among ourselves. 
O ur Meghalaya Public Ser­
vice  Com m ission. D istrict 
Selection  C om m ittees, a ll 
rccruitmcn! boards, ctc. will 
be mn by lie  sharpest minds 
without fc;r o r fav our across 
Meghalaya. Friends! M eri­
tocracy and optimism is thc 
only way forward.

Yours ctc.. 
Prof. Lakhon Kma.

NEHU

Retrospective 
Implementation 

of Roster System: 
Its Effects

Editor.
The retrospective imple­

mentation o fthc  Roster Sys­
tem in M eghalaya heavily 
favours our Garo brethren. 
Thc case in point is thc rc- 
cru it merit o f  69 JDAs in the 
oflicc o f  thc Director o f  Ac­
counts and Treasuries vide 
MPSC Public N otice No. 
M P S C /A dv t-54  /1/2020* 
2021 o f  April 4. 2023. Out 
o f  69  posts . 38 (55.07% ) 
posts arc  reserved for thc 
Garos and 25 (36.23%) posts 
arc reserved for thc Khasi- 
Jaintias. I f  wc goby  the ratio 
o f  15:40:40:5, the reserva­
tion would be UR-10.35%. 
KJ-27.6%. G-27.6% , OST- 
3.45%

The Government o f  Me­
ghalaya had not implemented 
tlxr Roster System during the 
past 50 years from 1972 to 
2022. Ihe method adopted 
to allot quotas to thc 5 com ­
m unities o f  M eghalaya is 
suspect. Everything should 
be placed thc in public do­
main for thc  stakeholders 
to  peruse.

Yours etc.,
A. Pyrtuh 

Shillong-14


