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1 

CHAPTER - I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Historical Background: 

It seems that adult education programme is as old as 

the human being on the eartho It was perhaps in the stone 

age that human beings of different age levels got knowled9e 

and training and acquired skills from the experience of each 

other and also from those who hAd the exp~ri~nce cmd were 

knowledgeableo It C&l very well be philosophised that in that 

age, when man might have lived naked in caves, the one wh? was 

strong in physique, would have become the leader of the clan. 

He might have collected all the knowledge from the members of 

his clan and contained it with him and used it for the benefit 

of those who pinned their faith in his leadership. In thi~ 

way, he might have become the leader of the type who was not 

only physically strong but Rl so intellectually ~h-Arp and 

knowledgeable. This might have paved the path for the age of 

philosopher kingsp He might be learning as well teaching and 

imparting different types of knowledge to his people. This 

process can well be termed as adult education, which could be 

as old as the human race on the globe. This might be called 

the beginning of schole which later on was termed as schola 

and is now called school. The only difference might be that 

when this process was started, it was termed as such and age, 
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place and time was no bar. However, novl tenn school is used 

for the youngster who attend it during the age of schooling, 

even when it is less frequently used for total formal 

educational process. 

During the First World War and also the Second World 

War, many Indian soldiers were made to take part in the wars in 

foreign lands. They visited countries like u.Ko, u.s.A., 

U.s.s.R. along with many of the countries of Europeo They 

observed the educational process of those countries and were 

also exposed to the adult education system of those lands. 

This enlightened them about the need of education specially 

of adult education. When after the Wars, they landed in their 

country, they were infused with the idea of creating an 

atmosphere in which elder people and adults could be exposed 

to the funds of knowledge and taught three R's in such a way 

that it would be useful for them as well as for the society. 

This could be said to be the beginning of adult education 
--

system in India, in the present era. However, some elements 

of it were found earlier tooo 

Adult education movement in India has experienced many 

ups and downs. Before India became free in 1947, some 

voluntary organisations took up the work, promotion and 

expansion of the adult education. Sir t1. Visvasvaraya, Dewan 
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adults of the State about the year 1912 and organised some 

libraries as wello Montford Reforms marked another sta.ge 

in the development of adult educationo Tagore made 

Shantiniketan as the centre of Adult Education. Several 

adult literacy campaigns were started in different states. 

Consequently, night schools and night classes were organised 

in the United Provinces, Punjab, Bombay, Madhya Pradesh, 

Bengal and Madras. By 1927, in Punjab alone there were 3784 

night schools with an enrolment of about one lakh adults. 

Adult education received a set back between 1927 to 1937, 

because of economic depression, political disturbance and 

communal bitterness. As a result of it many of the adult 

schools were closed. According to Oxford Pamphlet on Indian 

Affairs, the number of students in adult schools in the Punjab 

alone fell from 98,414 in 1927 to 5,000 in 1937o The number 

of adult schools in PunjAb fell from 3,784 in 19/.7 to 189 in 

1937o Practically this was the stage when Adult Education 

Programme had come to exist only in its nameo 

The formation of popular ministries in 1937 in 

different provinces, gave adult education not only a new life 

but also a new orientationo The Governments of the States, 

led by the Congress Party, accepted adult education as a 

responsibility of the Governmento As a result of it for the 

first time in the history of 1ndia, adult education became 
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the responsibility of States and became a part of the normal 

education system. Adult education was not confined to mere 

literacy but included citizenship education too. '!'he first 

All India Adult Education Conference held at Delhi in 1938 

marked a significant stage in the history of adult education 

in India. Mass literacy movements were launched in many. 

provinces. Dr. Syed Hussain, the Minister of Education in 

Bihar, went from place to place with a piece of chalk in his 

hand and black-board beside him, to teach the adults. In 

Madras, Sh. c. Rajgopalacharya wrote text books for adults. 

Dr. Lauback, an American Missionary did commendable work in 

the field and wrote a book concerning adult education in 

India entitled "India Shall be Literate". His popular slogan 

was "Each one to teach one". 

The most notable event before Independence, which had 

an impact on the future development of adult education 

movement, was the founding of the Indillll Adult Education 

Association (IAEA) in 1939. With the founding of the 

Association, adult education work in India came of age. For 

the Association hence forward it became a forum for exchange 

of views and opinions on adult education. It began to 

impress upon public bodies and the Government about the 

importance of adult education and the need for well thought 

out policieso The IAEA did a very good job through its 
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conference of the field workers, intellectuals and 

administrators. The Indian Journal of Adult Education, 

which was started in 1940, also served, and hos continued 

to serve, as a clearing house of ideas, information and 

lmowlPdge. 

Although during 1937-42, the provinces made some 

progress in educating the adult masses, yet Punjab took the 

lead for doing so. Whereas the country as a whole made 70% 

advance in literacy in the decade 1937-41, in Punjab was 140.%. 

The movement of adult education received a set back 

during the period 1942-47 because of (i) Second World War, 

(ii) Quit India Movement, (iii) Communal tension created by 

the various political parties. The expenditure on education 

alongwith adult education was reduced due to pressure of war. 

In such circumst-ances, adult education also then kno""rn as 

social education had to suffer and there was no marked 

progress in any province till independence. The tempo of the 

previous period could not be maintained. The number of 

schools and adult education centres declined during these 

years. 

It was after Independence, the attitude of government 

towards adult education began to broaden and it was realised 

that a system of education designed to serve the ne~ds of an 

imperial administration could not meet the challenges of the 
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emerging democratic society, in which adults would be 

called upon to enjoy the rights, responsibilities and 

obligations, which they had not been made aware of in a 

concerted way, and for the efficient discharge of which 

they needed proper education. It was also necessary to 

broaden the base of education to include not only the upper 

echelons and the professional classes of society, but also 

the poor sections including scheduled castes and scheduled 

tribes and the exploited section of society i.e. women and 

minor! tie so 

In 1949 a nation wide programme of social education 

was proposed for illiterate masses wherein 50Yo illiteracy 

was to be removed in a period of five years. However, it 

remained a paper tiger and inspite of wide ranging ~fforts 

since then the total number of illiterates in India has 

continued to increase year after year. In 1947, the rate 

of literacy was 14% which in 1951 rose to 16.67% according 

to 1981 census it went up to 36.27% which has increased to 

52% in 1991. It is for the first time in the history of 

India, in 1991, that the number of literates has outnumbered 

the number of illiterates in this country of the size of a 

sub-continento However, in absolute number during 1951-81 

illiterate persons increased from 300 million to 437 million. 

It will, however, be disheartening to note that inspite of 

the fact that in 1991, India could boast of the fact that it 
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contained majority of literates, the number of illiterates 

too increased in absolute numbers. It is, so because the 

population of this country which contains more then 1nX. of 
/ 

the population of the world on 2.5% of the- land, hr:ts been 

increltsing 1\t all'!rming spf"ed. It h1ts so many tJme.!"', bPf"n 

projected in the global situation, that if the same or 

similar India will soon outnumber the population of China and 

will be the most populated country of the worldo It has 

also been hypothised, in the world perspective that illiter-

acy has a positive correlation with the increase in 

population and thus one of the methods of controlling the 

population increase is also the removal of illiteracy. It 

can further be hypothised that it might be one of the strong 

reasons that increase in number of illiterates had be~n 

accompanied by the increase in population. As per 1991 

Census, the number of literates (aged seven and above) is 

352 million against 324 million illiterates. In 1991 Census, 

the literacy rate for males was 63.86% while the correspond-

ing figure for females was only 39.42%o The literacy 

position in rural areas is, however, critical in the age-

group of 35 years and above. 



Year 

1961 

1971 

1981 

1991 

Table 1.1 

Percentage of Literacy in India 

Total Males 

40.40 

45o95 

43.56 56.37 

52.11 63o86 

8 

Females 

21.97 

2 9. 75 

39.42 

Source: Indian Census Report 1991, Government of India, 
New Delhi. 

In Punjab, literacy rate in the age-group of 15-35 

years in 1961 was 28.80% which for males and females was 

39.9% and 16.9% respectively. In 1971 census, it was 33.67% 

which for males was 40.38% and for females 25.90%. The 

literacy percentage 40o86% in 1981 which for males and 

females was 47.16% and 39.69% respectively. Literacy rate 

in age group above 7 years in accordance with 1991 census 

was 57.14% which for males and females was 63.68% and 49.72%, 

respectively. It is, however, heartening to note that it 

is above the all India figures. It is more so in case of 

the females. 



Table 1.2 

Percentage of Literacy in Punjab 

Year Total Males Females 

1961 39.9 

1971 33.67 40.38 25.90 

1981 4 7.16 33.69 

1991 57.14 49.72 

Sources Census Report, 199i, Government of India, 
New Delhi. 

9 

On October 2, 1978, the National Adult Education 

Programme (NAEP) was launched. The tarqet of the programme 

was to cover, by 1984, the entire illiterate population in 

the 15-35 age group (estimated to be 100 million in 1976) 

by mobilising all possible resources at the central, state 

and local levels. The Central Government in its Draft Plan 

1978-83 earmarked Rs. 2,000 million {200 crores), accounting 

for 10 per cent of the total educational budget, for the 

programme. This was in addition to the financial support to 

be Offered by the states and voluntary agencies 0 

In emphasizing the correlation between working, living 

and learning, the NAEP has borrowed heavily from Gandhi's 

ideas on basic education. In its methods, the NAEP incorpo-

rates the essential features of non-formal education, 
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particularly in emphasizing the importance of its relevance 

to the environment and the learner's needs, flexibility 

regarding duration, time, location~ in st.i tu tion i'\1 arrangP.­

ments, etco diversity of curriculum, and teaching and learn­

ing materialso In conformity with ancient adict, "sa vidya 

ya v imuktayr" (true knowledge liberates) which finds an echo 

in many a recent thinker, education under the NAEP is viewed 

as a means towards man's liberation. Again, it is emphasiz­

ing the importance of development of the people and so it 

serves as the only means for the development of the country. 

The conceptual framework of the NAEP has been 

concretized around three aspects of its programme C'.ln tent; 

literacy and numeracy, at a level which would 

enable learners to continue to learn in a self 

reliant mannero 

functional development, functionality being viewed 

as the role of an individual as a producer and 

worker, as a member of the family and as a citizen 

in the civic and political system. 

social awareness, including an awareness of the 

impediments to development, of laws and government 

policies, and the need for the poor and illiterate 

to organise themselves in pursuance of their 

legitimat~ inten~!'lt~ and for rJn>llp ,1'\Ctfnll. 
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This programme had three integral components, what 

is, literacy or general education, functionality and 

awareness. In October, 1979 a Committee under the Chairman­

ship of Kothari (Dr.) was appointed to review the working of 

NAEP in all its aspects. The committee observed, "The 

programme has been largely confined to literacy which is not 

as effective as it should be. Its functional aspect is almost 

non-existent". After examining various proposals about the 

usefulness of this gigantic plan, the new government in the 

sixth Five Year Plan fixed the target of 100 per cent c:)verage 

of the age group 15-35 by 1990• Adult Education Programme 

was also included in the new 20-Point programme of the then 

Prime Minister i.e. Shrimati Indira Gandhio 

Till recent the organisation of Adult F.ducatir:m 

Programme has been quite exhaustive. It has been shown in 

Figo I (page-12). 

In 1986, the Indian Government announced its new 

Education Policyo A broad outline was given by the Hinistry 

of Education in Challenge of Education (1985). It envisages 

that adult education would be a means for reducing, economi•, 

social and gender disparities. The programme lnid emphasis 

on skill development, creation of awareness among the 

learner's of the national goals, of development programmes 

and for liberation from oppression. It would be a phased time 
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bound programme, covering 40 million by 1990 and another 60 

million by 1995. The past progr~•mes had suffered due to 

excessive dependence on administrative structures, and lack 

of involvement of the mass organisations, media and 

educational institutions. This imbal~nce will be corrected 

by involving mass organisations and the entire educational 

system; all development departments "will be expected to 

utilize the adult education programme for the furtherance 

of their objectives'' o 

A mass functional literacy programme was launched on 

May 1, 1986 involving 200,000 national social service 

students and 100,000 non-NSS students in the Universities. 

The student volunteers are expected to teach 2-5 adults 

illitt'".rates eAch ln the nPir:Jhbonrhooo Acr.orntnq to th,..fr 

convenience. Similar groups of illiterate population were 

to be covered through projects like "each-one-teach-one" by 

volunteers. Under the banner of National Literacy Mission 

(NLM) formed in 1988 remarkable work had been done in one 

district i.e.,Eranakulam in Kerala which became the first 

district in India to become total literate district. It 

has been spread like a movement in almost all states of 

India and much useful work is being done in this scheme. 

In Punjab, this scheme was first organised in two Districts 

i.e. Faridkot and Hoshiarpur, wherein it has been concelved 
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that the target of cent per cent literacy will be achieved 

by 1995. Now it has been extended to many other districts 

of the state. 

The Indian Adult Education Association has formed a 

National Volunteer Corps for literacy. Th~ steering committ~e 

consists of representatives of all the national organisations 

of women, labour, scheduled tribes and youth. Meanwhile, ~ 

consortium of major women's organisations under the name of 

'All India Committee for the Eradication of Illiteracy, from 

among women was formed. It is expected that the mass 

campaign for functional literacy will achieve its objectives 

through the efforts made by the voluntary organisations, 

students, ex-servicemen, housewives and the government 

agencies. The employees in the organised ~nd semi-organised 

sectors will be assigned definite responsibility to provid~ 

for literacy and upgradation of skills of workers. Special 

literacy courses are being designed for those engaged in 

formal crafts and traditional artisan crafts. 

The Committee for Review of National Policy on 

Education (1990) has emphasised that along with the NLM more 

emphasis should be placed on the universalisation of 

primary education so that more illiterates are not added to 

the nation. However, the Report of CABE Committee on policy 

(1992) has again placed more emphasis upon adult literacy 
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and approved of the scheme to extend N 1M programme to 75% 

of the districts of the country. 

The universalisation of primary education and rate 

of literacy are inter-linked, because lack of universal­

isation continues to add to the number of illiterates. It 

has been correctly emphasised by the Committee for Review 

of National Policy on Education. The number of illiterates 

has been increasing largely due to inadequate provision of 

Universal Elementary Education in the age group of 6-11 years, 

a large rate of drop-out and population explosion. 

The position of primary education, which later on 

reflects in the problem of adult education in Punjab is 

rather critical. It has so many times been expressed that 

due to the wrong policy of the Governm~nt, to creAte a 

separate Directorate of Primary Education, in which in each 

District the only trained graduate is the District Education 

Officer or Deputy District Education Officer, the effective 

control of the Headmaster of high/higher secondary school 

has been lost, the sobering effect of higher qualified staff 

has been dispensed with, the primary education seems to have 

gone to dogs. The result is that bogus registration of the 

students, their bogus attendance and even, the attendance of 

those students being marked in Government Primary Schools, 
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who are admitted in so called privately managed schools, has 

become the order of the dayo It has been pointed out by 

Sandhu (1993) that even those who had never seen the school 

were being marked present in primary classes for years. In 

this way it seems that a situation has been created in which 

the ineffective, but expanded, primary education will for 

quite sometime continue to add the number of illiterates to 

the population of Punjab, thereby enhancing the need for 

adult education programme which may change its face and be 

called the Complete Literacy Hovemen t or even called by some 

other name. It seems that due to the influence of primary 

level teachers on vote bank, the Government seems to h~ve 

been so entraped that it cannot now do away with th~ 

separation of primAry education and oth~rwi!'l~ tt 1:3 d0inq 

more harm than good to the cause of education. 

Not more than 36% of the children who enter class I 

complete class v. Even out of those who are enrolled in 

class I about 60% drop-out by the time they reach class v. 

The target fixed during the Sixth Five Year Plan .(1980-85) 
lakh 

was to bring 568 lakh boys and 331! girls of the age group 

6-14 years_ to schools, even this would have amounted to 

enrollment of 82.3% of boys and 52.2% of girls. This 

disparity becomes even more marked of the enrollment of girls 

and boys at successively hiqher stages is comparedo It has 



17 

been well realised by now that to attain the goal of cent 

per cent literacy, primary education needs to be universal­

ised. It has also been hypothised by the Committee for 

Review of National Policy on Education (1990). 

To assist the formal system and to meet the problem 

of school drop-outs non-formal education progra~me for the 

age group of 9-14 years was started by the government. 

For the removal of illiteracy in addition to strong 

measures of universalisation of primary education# well 

conceived programmes of adult education and non-formal 

education are needed. In this context, there is also an 

urgent need of taking stock of the existing adult education 

and non-formal education programmes. In fact adult education 

has to be made fully people's movement with special efforts 

to cover all the undeveloped rural areas. It is being 

received in correct perspective by the programmes of National 

Literacy Mission constituted in 1988. 

1.2 Concept of Adult Educationa 

One of the difficulties in dealing with the adult 

education is that it does not convey the same thing for all. 

In some countries like Kenya, Zambia and Afganistan, one 

who can just put his signatures in place of thumb impJ:ession, 

for getting a payment, is called as literate. However, in 
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some advanced countries like u.s.A., U.K .. and Germany, only 

if a person is in a position to fill in different types of 

fonns i.e. insurance, reservation in train or air bus etc., 

he is recognised as a literate person. The other countries 

also have different stages of educational achievements which 

can be adjusted in between these two stages. 

Adult education is a common, and universally used 

form of expression. By implication it means imparting 

education to those who at their educable age could not or 

did not go in for formal schooling. It carries a sense of 

compensation for the denial of opportunity in earlihood. 

Originally, its scope did not stretch further thrm l.~!aming 

the 3R 1 s, that is, acquiring ability of Arithmetic, reading 

and writing. However, with the developm""nt lPVPls of th~ 

countries of the world, some new dimensions are added to it. 

Adult education broadly means education of adults. 

It is basically an education for the improvement of the 

adult end it takes place only with his or her initiative. 

It views education as a life-long process, gives more stress 

on learner participation, needs of individual learners, 

recognises learning potentials of the environment, stresses 

the process of learning and advocates positive discrimination 

in favour of under privileged people. Some of the other 
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terms used for adult education includes community education, 

permanent education, recurrent education etc. 

The term "Adult Education" has come into general use 

within the last half century to denote two different hut 

related phenomenala a field of activity and an emerging 

discipline in social sciences. The field of adult education 

has been identified and defined in various ways. Host 

definitions include all lean1ing by adults, from the casual 

incidental learning that may occur in the natural social 

setting to the systematic learning accomplished in a formal 

instructional setting. 

To begin with, its broad framework was structured at 

the Fifth National Conference on IAEA held in Rewa from 

December 2 9 to 31, 194 7. The conference brought out clearly · 

the atmosphere created by Independence and its impact on 

adult education movement. The Conference, defined the 

concept, stating that: 

"Adult education is larger than literacy and 

literacy should not be regarded as the best 

or the inevitable starting point of adult 

education in the prevailing circumstances of 

the country. Adult education must aim at 

enabling the common man to live a richer 

life in all its aspects - social, economic, 

cultural and moral. For this purpose, adult 



education must definitely envisage ;:\11 adult 

centres, as social centre~, intere~ted 

primarily in providing social, recreational 

and cultural facilities for the people and 

must endeavour to develop their powers of 

initiative, judgement and integrity as 

citizens". 
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The term 'Adult Education' is synonymous with 'Out of 

School Education•, and means education provided for the 

benefit and adopted to the needs of persons not in regular 

school and university system and generally fifteen and older 

(UNESCO, 1975) o 

It is very difficult to evolve a definition of adult 

education as it embrances a vast areao However, efforts 

have been made to define it in different wayso Liverriqht 

and Haygood ( 1969 eay: "Adult education is the process 

whereby persons who no longer (or did not) attend school on 

regular or full time basis undertake sequential and 

organised activities with a conscious intention of bringing 

out chartges in information, knowledge, understanding or 

skills, appreciation and attitudes, or for the purpose of 

identifying or solving personal or community problems". 

Adult education is al~o defined "~ 11 1'\ll activit1Pe 

with an educational purpose that are carriE'd on by people 

engaged in the ordinary business of life" o In India, as 

early as 1949, a decision was taken to designate adult 
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education as 'social education' because the latter term 

signified more appropriately to broaden the concept of 

adult education which included civic education, cultural 

and recreational activities, literacy work, library 

development and development of folk artR. 

Adult education has been defined in the United 

Kingdom Contribution to the 1951 UNESCO Directory of Adult 

Education asz 

"Adult education is taken to mean forces of 

study and other activities, which are under­

taken voluntarily by mature people, witltout 

direct regard to their vocational value''. 

Another view seeking to be all embracing and 

inclusive of all type of education for adults. 

According to Bertelsen (1974): 

"Adult education refers to any learning activity 

or programme of deliberately designed for 

adults. Its ambit is taken as spanning, non­

vocational, vocational, general, fotmal, non­

formal and community education. and it is not 
I 

restricted to any particular level". 

This view has not been accepted in Britain as 

contributors to the Rural Report (1973) claimed that, "The 

value of adult education is not solely to be measured by 

direct increase in learning power for product! ve capac! ty 
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or by any other materialistic yardstick, but by the quality 

of life it inspires in the individual and generates in the 

community at large''. In the broader sense, adult education 

involves all kinds of learning, from the casual and incidental 

which may occur in the normal environment to that which may 

take place in formal institutionalised setting. 

According to Bryson ( n .d.), "Adult education 

includes all activities with educational purpose, carried 

on by people, in the ordinary business of life, who use only 

part of their energy to acquire intellectual development". 

According to the International Encyclopaedia of Social 

Sciences (1985) adult education iss "an action of an external 

educational agent in purposefully ordering behaviour in to 

planned systematic exercises that can result in learning for 

those for whom this activity is supplemented to their primary 

role in society and which involves some continuity in an 

exchange relationship between the agent and the learner, so 

that the educational process is under constant supervision 

and direction". 

A more cleared definition given by the UNESCO: "The 

tenn adult education denotes the entire body of organised 

educational processes, whatever content, level and method, 

whether formal or otherwise, vJhether they prolong or replace 

initial education in schools, colleges and universities as 
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well as in apprenticeship, whereby persons regarded as 

adults by the society to which they belong, develop their 

abilities, enrich their knowledge, improve their technical 

professional qualification and bring about changes in their 

attitude or behaviour in the two-fold perspective of full 

personal development and participation in balanced and 

independent social, economic and cultural development. Adult 

education embraces all forms of educational experiences needed 

by men and women according to their varying interests and 

requirements, at their differing level of comprehension and 

ability 1 and their changing roles and responsibilities 

throughout life". 

The Government of Jndi(l ( J'ln~,) h!'\Ve 1\cr..,.pt~rl "dult 

education as (a) 'spread of literacy among adult illiterates', 

(b) • to educate the minds of the masses in view of the 

absence of literacy education•, {c) •to create a conscious 

knowledge in the adult about rights and duties of citizenship 

in the capacity of an individual citizen and as a unity of 

mighty nation. 

As laid down in the Development of Adult Educations 

Aspects and Trends (UNESCO) "Adult education has come to be 

recognised as necessary for everyone and as fundamental 

aspect of the right to education which was vital to 

individual self-fulfilment as to sociol devE>lorrnr-nt ;:md 

progress". 
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Adult education, especially of the poor, illiterate 

villager was a very important part of Mahatma Gandhi's 

system of education because of his pr !mary concern with the 

masses on account of their poverty, their large numbers, 

their determining influence on the immediate social climate 

and the education of their children, the rapport he was able 

to establish with them which led him to rely on generating 

their strength as his chief instrument of revolution and 

finally his conviction that a revolution to be in the interest 

of the masses must be brought by the masses themselves. 

Defined as it is, adult education refers to almost any 

activity which is designed to impart knowledge and bring 

about desirable changes in attitude and behaviouro Adult 

education helps in creating an educational society. Coombs 

(1973) has attempted to narrow the broad-based definitions 

to a few specific activities when he says that it should 

include the acquisition of "Positive attitudes, sufficient 

functional literacy and numeracy to read with comprehension 

a national newspaper or magazine or write a legible letter 

o. o o and to handle important common cornputation o ••• a 

scientific outlook and an elementary understru1ding of the 

process of nature, functional knowledge and skill for civic 

participation"o 
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According to Mu}u~r.ji (1'"'16-1), "lv11llt r-rl,•c~tlon mRy he 

defined as very broadly as to include all instructions, 

formal or informal imparting to adults. In India, adult 

education has two aspectsa 

(a) Adult literacy ioeo education to those adults who 

never had any schoolingo 

(b) Continuation education of the adult literateo 

Ac;cording to UNESCO (1985) 1 adult education, ''Broadens 

and increases the opportunity for education particularly for 

those without formal schooling or who left school prematurely. 

It offers fresh opportunities for the continuation of general 

or vocational education, therP.hy con tr 1hut ing to the develop­

ment of personality and enabling a new id~as of srJciety to be 

meto Adult education is, then:•fore, cl~">i'lrly an important 

factor in democratization and a unique way of ensuring full 

enjoyment of right to education". 

Adult education today is regarded as life-long 

education for every normal living human being. It is not 

merely belated education for the illiterate adultso Through 

the critical analysis of the varied concP.pts of adult 

education, it is a very broad term which includes: 

education for literacy, 

education for citizen ship, 

education for productivity, and 

education for social welfare. 



It has now been more clearly recognised that education 

is not only consumption but also accelerater of production. 

Thus the fact that other thing~ beinq l"qtli'!l l'lnd supposinq 

that there is no unemployment, the total income earned by a 

more qualified person is more than the total income of a 

lesser or lower qualified person. It has also been recognised 

that a literate person is not only more productive than an 

illiterate person, but also socially, morally, culturally, 

economically and politically more aliveo Thus the contribu­

tion of adult education, even in narrow term as is conceived 

in under developed countries as becoming functionally 

literate cannot be bellitled. 

In countries like India, where the number of literates 

has only marginally crossed the number of illiterates, for 

the first time according to the census of 1991, the adult 

illiteracy can be attributed to those who are illiterates 

from generations, those who have dropped out of the educational 

channels and also those who become literates but later on 

lapsed back to illiteracy. However, it might not be possible 

to conduct one study by an individual researcher who has only 

limited resources to embrace the total problemo It is thus 

desirable that one of those aspects be explored in a systema­

tic way in one investigation. It, however, will be conceptu­

alised that the problem of those who either by virtue of 



27 

being either illiterate by generations or those who have 

dropped out of the educational channel for one reason or the 

other and become illiterates and got into the trap of adult 

education, but again dropped-out of it, was more serious and 

needed to be explored scientifically. 

1. 4 Concept of Drop-Outs and Persisters: 

All those who come to the adult education centres get 

education do not end up with functional literacy. There are 

some who persist in the channel and not only become function­

ally literate but also enter the stage of literacy environ­

ments. However, there are many who drop out of this channel 

too. It is essential that both these groups are understood 

properly so that some concrete steps be tak~n up to deal with 

those who are not in a position to con titll11" even in adult 

education programme. It is thus essential that both the 

terms i.e. drop-outs and persisters be properly understood. 

A drop-out is usually understood to be a participant 

leaving a course without accomplishing the programme's 

objective. In literacy programmes, use of the term implies 

that learners have been unsuccessful in mastering the funda­

mentals of literacy, and that the instructionAl effort made 

this consequently been a failure as far as they are concerned. 

It is, however, possible that drop-outs have achieved the 
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personal objectives that led them to enrol in the course 

and are therefore leaving it with a sense of success rather 

then of failure. 

Definitions of drop-out applied in adult literacy 

programme are usually borrowed from the formal schooling 

system. Thus, according to the Dictionary of Education 

( 1959 ) a drop-out is: 

11 
••• an elementary or secondary school pupil 

who has been in membership during the regular 

term and who withdraws or is dropped from the 

membership for any rea~on excPpt rie"lth or 

transfer to another school before graduating 

from secondary school (grade 12) or before 

completing an equivalent programme of studies'' • 

According to Good (1959) a drop-out is one, "who 

leaves school before graduation, as in the case of many high 

school pupils who drop-out of school upon reaching the age 

of voluntary attendance". 

Various operational definitions of the drop-out have 

been developed by indiv !dual literacy programme to suit their 

specific objectives. The resulting diversity is such th&t 

one has to be very cautious when comparing drop-out 

statistics from different programmesa 
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Blumdari <'lnd Mehlt\ (1'174) cl,.t:Jnr:>d drop-0ut as, 

"the phenomenon of an adult who joined the class and may 

have continued to attend it for a period of five days but 

did not continue in the course for a period of three 

months or more". 

In some literacy programmes adult learners are 

categorized as drop-outs if they leave a class a few days 

after enrollingo Other programmes calculate the drop-out 

rate by comparing end-of-term statistics with attendance 

figures at a point early in the course, but not at the very 

beginning. This is because adults may be simply curious 

about a class or may indeed, have been persuaded to join 

by over-zealous recrutees. Once their curiosity has been 

satisfied or the recru ters have left their village, they 

withdraw from the course. Their situation is, therefore, 

different from that of an individu~l who enrol with every 

intention of completing the course, but fails to do so. 

One Indian Project defines the drop-out as one, "who attends 

the course for the days but does not continue in the class 

for more than three monthso A study can be unique in 

specifying both a minimum and a maximum period in which 

'drop-out• may occur. 

The term persistency has been used for those students 

who passed the literacy courses. Persistency is the 

phenomenon opposite of drop-out. 
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Good (1959) has defined persistency in school, "the 

continuance on the roll of pupils who have once been 

@nrolled a measure of persistence is the ratio between all 

those who enroll in grade I for a given year and thos@ of 

this group who are retained in successive year thereafter" o 

Bhandari and Mehta (1973) defined a persister as one, 

"who joined the literacy or functional literacy class and 

continued to participate in it for a period of at least 

three months (out of six month course) or has a minimum of 

50 per cent attendance in the classeso 

1. 5 Importance, Need and Just if !cation: 

The impact of adult ~ducation programme upon produc­

tivity, social benefits, cultural achievements and political 

consciousness is so great that even in advanced countries it 

has been considerably extended to the total life of a man 

i.e. life long education. Its importance has been so well 

recognised and appreciated that it is considered to be of 

great significance even in retired life so as to adjust to 

that situation. 

However, in developing nations, no doubt that education 

for persons of all age is being recognised, but main emphasis 

is upon removal of illiteracy amongst those who are in 

specific age group. In India, the age group has been limited 

to 15-35 years. The purpose of keeping the lower age as 15 
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is our constitution provide~ surity to provide compulsory, 

free and universal education to those who are in the age 

group of 8-14. One of the reasons to tyut the upper aQe 

limit to 35 years is those of above this age either do not 

feel need of it as they had already adopted to a way of life 

which they do not want to change or the possibility of their 

being soon non-productive members in the social set up is 

anticipated in the near future. 

Stressing the importance of adult education, Dr. V.l<. 

R.V. Rao ( 1966 ) observed, "From thP point of view of either 

economic development or national integration, or social 

cohesion or cultural advancement or preservation of 

democracy, it is essential therefore that we should achieve 

a hundered per cent literacy amongst our people". 

Adult education is, therefore, an impelling need. a 

need so imperative and over-powering that all men and women 

must be helped to acquire the skill and knowledge that would 

enable them to properly fit into the new pattern of community. 

Adult education is an indispensable necessity for the people 

of the developing countries. Man must be adequately equipped 

to roap the rich harvest that modern life offers him. 

Materially and morally, socially and politically, he must be 

fully competent to take intelligent interest in the affairs 

of the world. Adult education is an unavoidable necessity. 
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Recognizing that curiosity is at th~ base of useful 

research, we see that adult education, like other fields 

needs know more about its all fields (spheres). 

Edmund deS Brunner and his staff (1959 ) gave us the 

most definitive study of the needs and findings of research 

in non-vocational adult education. Kreitlow (1965 ) pointed 

out that we must develop a more rigorous research in the 

field or it may be concluded that there is no field of adult 

education. Knox (1977 ) emphasized the need for closer 

cooperation between the practitioner and the researcher, and 

suggested the answer to "who needs research fin dings" may be 

the practitioner. Kreitlow (1965 ) exRmined areas needing 

research and enumerated the adult learner; purposes and 

goals of the adult education enterprise; the educational 

process; administration of programmes; counselling; 

preparation of adult educators and evaluation techniques. 

Griffith (1964 ) emphasized the need for research on 

problems of institutional growth and development and 

recommends sorely needed research to help adult educators 

increase understanding of the processes by which institution 

adapt or fail to react to environment changes. 

Most of the researchers who have done work in the 

field of adult education in Punjab have restricted their 

efforts to specific aspect of adult education programmes 
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such as, Adult Education in PW1jab (Sharma, 1971), Adult 

Education in PW1 jab before Independence (Kansal, 1972), Use 

of Audio-Visual Material in Adult Education (Saini, 1972), 

Motivation of Adults (Nanda, 1973), Characteristics of Adult 

Learners (Multani, 1979), Participant Evaluation of Adult 

Education Programme (Khanna, 1980), Evaluation of Government 

Run Female Adult Education Centres (Kaur, 1982), Evaluation 

of Government Run Male Adult Education Centres (Singh, 1982), 

Regional Literacy Disparities Among Scheduled Castes (Kaur 

& Singh, 1985), Factors which MotivAtP the Rural Adults 

(Chahal, 1988), Problems Faced by Adult Education Teachers 

in Punjab (Kaur, 1989), and IJevelop!ng A Learning Package 

for Rural Illiterate Adults of Punjab (Singh, 1989). 

A few investigations have been done to study the 

factors related to drop-outs and persistency among adults 

i.eo An Investigation of Certain Factors Contributing to 

Dropping-Out in a Ontario Adult Basic Education Programme 

(Booke, 1974), Factors Affecting Persistency end Drop-out 

in Adult Literacy Classes in udaipur District (Bhandari, 

1978), A Study of Persistence and Drop-out in Adult 

Education in Relation to Differential Reinforcement of 

Attendance (Irish, 1978), A Study of Characteristics of 

Adult Drop-Guts and Persisters in a Post-secondary Adult 

Education Class (Anderson, 1979), A Study of Persistency 
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Among Adult l\ttending Adult Education C~ntres in i'unjab 

(Gaire, 1981) and A Study of Women Drop-outs in Adult 

Education CPntres of Mysore Taluk {Van~ja, 19AA). 

With few exceptions none of the researchers in the 

field of adult education focussed his attention on the 

comparative study of the characteristics of rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters. In the pr:esen t times when the 

importance of adult education is beinq recognised more 

emphatically and government is trying to make it a tool for 

the development efforts* the programme needs to be evaluated 

for the benefit of drop-outs, so that some more concrete 

steps are taken to rope them in it. One of the methods to 

do so is to study as to how those who drop-out of the adult 

education programme and also those who pr-esent in it differ 

with each other. The investigator having the rural back­

ground, being interested in the _adult education programme 

and rural uplift become interested to study the character­

istics of those who drop-out of the adult education 

programme and those who persist in it decided to conduct 

one such investigation. 

1.7 The Problem: 

A Comparative Study of the Characteristics of Rural 

Adult Drop-Outs and Persisters. 
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1.8 Operational Definitions of Important Terms: 

Adults: The term 'Adult' has been variously defined. The 

Sargent Committee was of the view that for the purpose of 

adult education, an adult is a person between the age group 

of 10-35 yearso The Indian Education Commission (1964-66) 

had recommended that persons between the age group of 15-45 

years should be covered under the adult education programmes. 

In present study, the term 11 Adult11 implied all those 

individuals who were participating in the adult education 

centresL ;::,--35 Ye«-r.>J 

Drop-Outsz The term drop-out is gen~n'llly used for a pupil 

who leaves the formal primary school before complE-ting V 

standardo Sometimes the term drop-out is used for a partici­

pant who leaves course without accomplishing the objectives 

of the programme. In the present study, the term drop-out is 

used for those learners who had not attended the classes more 

than 20 days during the period of six monthso 

Persisters: The term persister is used for a pupil who joined 

the literecy or functional literacy class and continued to 

participate in it for a period of at least three months (out 

of six months course) or has a minimum of 50 per cent 

attendance in the classes 0 In the present study, the term 

persister is used for those learners who had joined the 
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literacy class and continued to participate in it for a 

period of at least three months (out of six months course). 

1.9 Objectives of the Study: 

1. To study the characteristics of rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters in relation _to their 

age. 

2. To study the characteristics of rural adult 

drop-outs and persiste-rs in relation to their 

marital status. 

3. To study the characteristics of rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters in relation to their 

family structure. 

4. To study the characteristics of rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters in relation to their income. 

s. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-

outs and persisters in relation to their caste. 

6. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-

outs and persisters in relation to their intelligence. 

7. To study the characteristics of rural drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their sex 

8. 1'o compare the characteristics of married and 
~-

unmarried rural adult drop-outs and persisters. 
~-
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9. To compare the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters having joint families and those having 

nuclear families. 

10. To compare the characteristics of low income group, 

average income group and high income group of rural 

adult drop-outs and persisters. 

11. To compare the characteristics of scheduled caste 

and non-scheduled caste rural adult drop-outs and 

persiste•s• 

12. To compare the characteristics of more intelligent, 

average intelligent and less intelligent rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters. 

13. To study the sex differences of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their age, marital status, 

family structure, occupation, income, caste and 

intelligence. 

14. To compare the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters of lower age, middle age and higher age 

group. 

15o To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their occupation. 

1.8 Delimitations: 

1. The study will be delimited to 400 adult education 

students. 
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2 0 lt will be delimited to age, marital status, family 

strcture, income, caste, sex, intelligence and 

occupation. 

3. It will be delimited to Ludhiana district only. 

4. It will be confined to the adults who had attended 

the centres during the last 5 years. 
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Cl1Al 1TER - ll 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

2.1 Importance of the Reviewa 

I know of no way of judging the future but by the 

past". 

- Carlyle J 

A review of related literature is an important 

prerequisite to actual planning as well as the execution of 

any research work. Good, Bar and Scates {1948) stressed its . 
importance and laid down, "The competent physician must keep 

abreast of latest discoveries in the field of medicine •••• 

obviously, the carefree student of education, the research 

worker and investigator •••• should become familiar with the 

location and use of sources of educational information". 

The survey of the related literature plays an 

important role in the field of research by taking stock of 

the work done in the relevant field. It gives deep insiQht 

into the area of investigation and brings out the virgin 

and also comparatively lesser investigated areas. It also 

helps the researchers in the formulation of the problems and 

also the methodology to be followed to look into them. It 

provides a deep insight into the formulation of objectives 

and coining of hypotheses. The objective of survey of 
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related literature is to identify the researches which have 

some or similar bearing on the problem under investigation, 

in order to design the study as well as to interpret the 

results. A knowledge of the areas covered and areas yet 

· unexplored provides a direction to the researcher• s quest 

and saves him from a lot of unnecessary labour. By surveying 

related studies, he/she determines the frontiers of his/her 

own field, avoids pitfalls and work in right direction. 

In short the study of related literature helps in, 

finalising the- aims o~ resE'arch, identifying the sub-l!reas 

which are yet to be explored, knowing those areas which have 

not been fully investigated and also thA areas which have 

depicted considerable evidence of having been considerably 

explored, acquiring information about the studies done in 

the field, avoids duplication, guides in carrying out the 

investigation successfully and makes his/her familiar with 

the methodology to be followed and steps to be undertaken. 

In the recent years, a number of field studies have 

been Cltrried out in difft'!'rent states of 1ndia and abroad. 

We shall confine ourselves to the review of those studies 

which are relevant to the problem under investigation. 

In India, many State Governments have initiated action 

to evaluate the effectiven~ss of various adult education 

programmes. Significant research work has been done in the 



States of Bihar, Gujrat, Kerala, Hahatashtra, Rajasthan, 

Tamilnadu and West Bengal. In addition, a few researches 

have also been done in other States and Union Territory of 

Chandigarh. However, it seems that much has not been done 

in the geographical area of Punjab and only a few studies 

have been undertaken by the scholars. 

2.2 Studies Related to Adult Drop-Outs1 

Kaufman et al (1970) carried out a study on motives 

of participation in function~! literacy courses in Dezful, 

Iran. It was conducted on four out of twenty villages where 

work-oriented adult literacy pilot sub-project organised 

courses were being run. Participants, drop-outs and non­

participants of both the sexes were asked to state their 

motives. The data was collected from 94 adults (38 men and 

56 women) i.e. 38 participants (men and women), 56 who had 

dropped-out. It also covered 190 non-participating men and 

212 non-participant women. The main reasons for drop-out 

for both men and women were their being busy with their work 

(44% and 40% respectively)o Some women (33:X.) said that the 

class was not reopened. Negative experiences (did not learn 

anything, could not get alongwith the instructor, etc.) 

account for 19% of men•s and ~/o of the women's reason's to 

quit. Among men absence from the village for work on 

military service was another reason (17%). Ill health was 



a further reason for some wornr>n (7%) but wRs insi.gnificant 

for men (one case). 

Ahmed (1972) worked out that major reason for dropping 

out was seasonal work and its problems and students calibre 

ranked second. Other reason for dropping out were travel and 

chBnge of place, non-availability of qualified personnel, bad 

organisation, shyness, house-hold work and non-availability 

of time due to employment. shortage of material and illness. 

Nanda (1972) in his study, "Factors Motivating Rural 

Adults from Attending Acjult Literacy Centres in Patiala 

Circle" indicated that the main factor causing irregular! ty 

of attendance was found to be pre-occupation with domestic 

duties. Other factors were fear of failure (85%), lack of 

consent of elders and distance of the centres from the 

residence. 

The Directorate of Adult Education (1973) in its 

pilot evaluation study of 'Functional Literacy Project in 

Lucknow District', assessed the rate of drop-out along with 

the reasons given by the respondents for dropping-out of the 
.. 

functional literacy proj,tc:t~ The sample of the study ." 
consisted of 240 adults in the age group 15 to 45 yearso 

The investigation revealed that 17.5% of adult dropped out 

before the final ex~nination. Out of the four batches of 

adult learners of lowest drop-out rate was for the third 
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batch (12.50%) and highest for the first batch (23.75%). 

The reasons given by respondents for dropping out from 

functional literacy project included: adverse family 

circumstances (18 0 50%), tiredness in the evening after day's 

hard work on the farm (47%), no spare time (23.08%), lost 

interest {16.06%), sick (11.90%), lessons were difficult 

(llo90%), classes held at greater distance (9.52%) and 

. classes were irregular (7.14~). 

Bhandari and Mehta ( 1974) studied that l.~rge number 

of adults dropped-out duP to th,. poor JrnptH:t of teachers and 

his lack of motivation ability. Bhandari and Mehta also 

indicated that social group had acted as a deterrent for the 

participants in joining or discontinuing the classes. 

Relatives had influenced the participants to drop-out. An 

other reason was the misconception that the school was meant 

for children and was useless and time consuming for adults. 

Brooke (1974) cOnducted an investigation of certain 

factors contributing to dropping out in ru1 ontario Adult 

Education Programme. The data was collected through an 

interview schedule and four questionnaires, from 156 adult 

students of whom 61 were continuers and 95 were drop-outs, 

over a three months period. The result revealed a few 

statistically significant differences between the two sub­

samples i.e. home environments of drop-outs were poorer than 
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the continuers. However, there was no significant 

difference between the sub-group with respect to income, 

occupation, personality factors and programme expectations. 

According to Chalam {1978) from 49 per cent to 60 per 

cent of the villagers discontinued their studies due to lack 

of facilities in the village. Family problems was the second 

important factor whereas lack of interest was the least 

important factor in dropping-out. Many adults thought that 

it was not possible for them to learn through adult education 

centre. 

Hargopal and Sudershan (1978) reported that over 

burdened with agriculture and domestic work and lack of 

personal interest on the part of learners were reasons for 

dropping-out from the adult education programmeo 

Kratz (1978) investigated the effect of programmes 

which foster self-directed learning on the drop-out rate. 

The purpose of the study was to describe the extent to 

which adult basic education programmes, in New York state, 

foster self-directed leanling among their students. 

Learning was related to the degree of self-expression which 

a particular adult basic education programme fostered. Data 

for drop-out rate were collected from the Bureau of Basic 

Continuing Education, State Education Department; data for 

length of stay for achievement and for agency providing the 
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steipending were obtained f rorn the records of individual 

programmes, preferences for self-directed learning 

behaviours were obtained from scores of •self-directed 

Learning Situation Reactioning Instrument' described in 

the study. The study found significant relationship 

between the extent to which a programme fosters self­

directed learning and preferences for self-directed learning 

among the five programmes r~'>lnted hJ.ghest in familiarity., 

The study found no signific~nt relationship between drop-out 

rate and length of stay and fostering of self-directed 

learning. 

Naik (1979) has reported a quick appraisal of NAEP 

in Gujarat, conducted by Sardar Patel Institute of Economic 

and Social Research, Ahmedabado The sample of the study 

consisted of adult education centres run by 47 voluntary 

agencies out of which 45 responded. Findings of the study 

were: Majority of drop-outs belonging to scheduled castes 

and were associated with agriculture i.e. nearly half of 

them gave family circumstances as t~ main cause of dropping­

auto However, about 10% of them attributed it to economic . 

factors. 

According to the report of International Institute 

of Adult Literacy Methods, Tehran, Iran {1980) lack of 
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motivation was one of thP b<'!~ic problems for d.rop-out f .rom 

literacy program. However, house-hold responsibilities and 

shyness were two additional factors for dropping-out of ito 

They further hypothesized that motivation to attend classes 

by adult decreased when immediate gains were less than 

sacrifices made in terms of interruption of their business. 

Gomathimani (1980} reported that nearly half of the 

learners dropped-out of the adult education centre because 

of lack of interest. However, some of them found the timings 

of class were not suitabl~ to themo 

Rav inder ( 1981) found that lack of co-ope ration and 

interest among people, poverty, lack of proper motivation 

and tired after day's hard work were the reasons for 

dropping-out of adult education centreso 

Rajyalakashmi (1981) pointed out that low level of 

motivation was the main factor for not attending and 

dropping-out from the centres of adult education. However, 

lack of interest on the part of women learners constituted 

another major factor for dropping-out. In addition lack 

of relevant information, lack of leisure family resistance, 

absence of monetary or material incentives, irrational 

beliefs and geographical distance were some of the reasons 

for dropping-out of adults from the adult education 

programme. Some more reasons attributing to discontinue the 
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adult education programme were perceived negotive norms 

towards adult literacy and women literacy and unawareness 

of programme and time constraintso 

Roy and Nandi (1981) conducted an investigation and 

found that the major problem of drop-out \>.'as rooted in the 

low economic conditions of the learners. The second reason 

given by the respondents for leaving the adult education 

classes. was the type of nucleor family which forced theom to 

remain in home and to look after the children thereby depri­

ving them from attending the adult education classes. In 

addition some more factors of drop-outs of adults were: low 

family educational status, lack of motivation, chilly weather, 

distance of adult education centres from home, not permitted 

by employers, lack of accompany and lack of interest of the 

family members, feeling of tiredness and hungary after hard 

work and shyness. 

Sudame and Bastia (1981) found as a result of an 

investigation that the average rate of drop-outs per centre 

was 13.77 per cent whereas for women it was 21.47 per cent. 

A solid majority of those (94%) who left the centres was of 

those for whom teaching learning situation was not interest­

ingo About 60 per cent had dropped-out because of financial 

problems, 27 per cent for remaining engaged in domestic work, 

29 per cent for family problems and 16 per cent on account of 
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bad health o Other reasons f 0 r. droppinq-ou t "'~ re inconvenient 

location of centre, irrelevance of curriculum, rigid 

behaviour of instructors, etc. 

Bhushan ( 1982) conducted a study on "Awareness Through 

National Adult Education Programme for Women in Chandigarh", 

and observed that the regular strength of the centre varied 

from 20 to 25 women. All these centres were found to enjoy 

similar material and physical facilities. The authorities 

provided academic facilities like note-books, pencils, rubbers, 

text-books etc. for the use of the particip;::mtso All the 

centres were facing the problem of irregular attendance. The 

causes of irregular attendance were different at different 

centres depending upon the socio-economic status and family 

background of the participants. Regarding awareness, he 

stated that large proportion of respondents were helping 

their children in school, were competent to observe the house­

hold responsibilities, kept their houses neat and clean, 

understood their family problems, cookt"'d riqh t type of food, 

took precautions against diseases and made use of their 

knowledge to look after the welfare of family members. 

The Madras Institute of Development Studies (1982) 

appraised adult education programme in Tamil Nadu and 

reported that the reasons for the drop-out phenomenon were 

pre-occupation with work and consequent irregularities in 

attendance. A majority of the learners "'hn hi'\ti dropper~-out 
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had donP- so within the first two months of the programme. 

Inadequate space and poor lighting ~rrangements had also 

their share in the drop-out of the adults from the centres 

of adult education programme. 

Natrajan (1982) in his study conducted in Bihar 

indicated that family problems, low income, instructor• s 

failure to make the class interesting, inconvenient location 

of centres were the rel!!lsons for dropping-out of the adult 

education programme. 

Rao and Rao (1982) reported that as the adult 

education centres were usually run at public places or at 

learners residence, adults felt shy to come to these places 

especially when their close friends were not participating 

in it. All this lead to the dropping-out of adults from the 

adult education channelo Inadequate light facilities also 

contributed to the dropping-out. During rainy and harvesting 

season, the attendance was the minimum which later on lead 

to the dropping-out of some of the adults. In fact, those 

who did not attend such classes for a petty longer period 

later on did not come to attend it. 

Bisht (1983) conducted an investigation and indicated 

that women of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe first got 

themselves enrolled and a good many of them drop-out in the 

mid-term. It had been indicated that the aoul ts were not 
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aware of the need, significc.nce and ~dvantages of adult 

education and as such they did not cultivate interest in it. 

Some of the other reasons for dropping-out were migration 

to an other place due to job, days hard work, lack of time to 

' relax and enjoy, physical ru1d psychological state of health 

of learners and shyness due to old age. H.ig id attitude of 

villagers, wrong attitude of workers and su~erv i.sors towards 

adult learners, inefficient and irrelevancy of instructional 

strategies and learning material also contributed for 

dropping-out of the programme of adult education. 

Mishra {1983) reported that from July to September and 

from November to January, attendance in adult education centre 

was poor due to the engagement in plantation and harvesting. 

T !redness after day • s hard work and business in horre were the 

two major factors for dropping-out during these months. 

Learners felt that attending adult education centre was a 

wastage of time and energy as there was no post literacy 

scheme after stipulated 10 months cour!'!'"'• A qood rnl'!ny of them 

relapsed into illiteracyo 

Sarnbaiah (1983) tried to identify the factors account-

ing for the dropping-out of learners as perceived by th·em in 

Telangana district of Andhra Pradesho He found that out of a 

sample of 200 drop-outs, about 68.5% were males and 31 0 5% 

were females, 39.5% belonged to scheduled castes and 22% to 
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scheduled tribes and the re.st b~long"'d tn hir,jll castes. 

Distribution on the basis of age groups showed that 84% of 

the respondents were young i.e. age group 15-25 years while 

the remaining 16% belonged to 26-35 years i.e. higher age 

group. In te.rms of the duration to attend the adult 

education centres, it was noticed that 54% attended classes 

for less than 3 months, 19.5/' had l~ft a(t,...r- 4th month and 

9% had attended for 5 months. As for ~s thP reasons for 

dropping-out were concerned (i) 36% m<?n tioned occupational 

pressures and tiredness after hardwor-k, (ii) 35% said that 

the content of the teaching was not interesting, (iii) 15% 

complained of inadequate facilities at the centre, and {iv) 

the remaining· 3~ reported maladjustment v1ith the instructor. 

Ganguili (1984) conducted a case study in Bihar 

University and reported that learners had left the AEP due 

to heavy household work, discouragement by parents, lack of 

interest, illness, financial difficulties and fear of the 

teacher. 

Prasad (1985) in his analytical study on motivating 

adult learners in rural are>as conducted th<1t the reason 

given by mnjority of the respondents for discontinuing 

their classes were being busy with work and family problems 

such as household work, looking after old f::~mily members and 

children and poor health condition and opposition of family 
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memberso Some other reasons mentioned were lack of interest 

in adult classes, lack of modernity in learning, want of good 

company and inconvenient location of adult education centres. 

Avasthy (1986) studir->d thAt poor f'>conomic condition 

was the main factor which prevented the learners from 

attending the adult education classes. Social customs and 

traditions of tribals were further hindering factors. 

Illiteracy of parents, tiredness after days hard work and 

lack of time were the other irnportan t factors responsible 

for hindering the presence of learners in the centre. 

Reddy (1986) in his study concluded that majority of 

the drop-outs had lost their enthusiasm and become more 

introspective and finally dropped-out from literacy classes. 

Another major reason for dropping-out was mistrust and doubt 

about benefits of being educated through adult education 

programme. 

V•naja (1989) undertook "A Study of Womr.n Drop-outs 
I 

in Adult Education Centres of My sore Taluk'' and enlisted 

three major reasons for it. The first reason was household 

drudgery which caused tiredness and allowed little time to 

attend adult education centres. The second important reason 

was social inhibitions and discouraging environments. Most 

of the young unmarried girls(below marriag~able age) without 
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any responsibilities of household and married women with 

small children, had inhibitions to go out of the homes due 

to customs and traditions prevailing in the society. The 

third important reason which caused the phenomenon was 

inconvenient timings of adult education centres. Other 

reasons of equal importance were shyness due to their age. 

and lack of interest in the programmeo Hare than SOX. of 

the drop-outs, interviewed, ht:\d socio-f':'c8nomic reason to 

stop getting the education in such centres. 

Centre of Adult Education and Extension, University 

of Kerala ( 1990) carried out an ev alun. tlve study in seven 

southern districts of Kerala. They found that the average 

drop-out rate was 14 in Vinoba, 13 in NYK, 11 in RFLP, 8 in 

University and 7 in Laubach. The major r~asons for dropping­

out included (~) lack of motivation, disinteresting classes, 

(ii) approach of the instructors, (iii) distance from home, 

(iv) occupational pursuits, (v) lack of occupational 

training, (vi) lack of recognition and incentives, (vii) 

lack of linkage with developmental schemes etc., (viii) 

irregular payments of honorarium. 

Saiyadain, Murthy and Singh { 1991J) conrl11cted a study 

in Gujarat covering the period from 1984 to September 1988 

and covered 159 centres, 1,866 ex-learners, 247 drop-outs, 

124 instructors, 84 supervisors and 31 officials. They found 
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that in majority of cases, both ex-learners, drop-outs, 

women, SC/ST, had joined th~ f,Ecs to l"::'arn to read, write 

and sign their names only. Jn most C;:J[;e~, th~y had lr-arnt 

it alongwith numeracy. Accordinq to instru~t0rs the above 

abilities were acquired in the first few months, after that 

they had lost interest and the attendance dropped to less 

than 40%. A majority of the drop-outs had left the AEC due 

to the personal reasons, and inconvenience of time and place 

of the centres. 

Sundarapandian (1994) conducted an investigation 

entitled, •socio-economic Status of Volunteer Instructors 

and Drop-out Learners of Total Literacy Campaign•. The 

campaign covered 69o41 per cent (236 learners of target 

group (15-35 years) of learners. It contained 79.12% females 

and 71% males. Due to heavy load of v.•ork and some other 

restrictions for women both in rural and urban areas a large 

portion of female learners dropped-out of the campaign. It 

was also pointed out that a large number of married learners 

had dropped-out and unmarried volunteers had actively 

involved in Total Literacy Campaign of the district. It was 

also revealed that highest level of illiterates and drop-outs 

were amongst the learners of scheduled castes, scheduled 

tribes and backward classes. It was also indicated that 

largest drop-out learner respondents were labourers. It was 



55 

also revealed that most of the instructors living below 

the poverty line were involved voluntary in this campaign 

and at the same time, a large portion of le~rners dropped­

out from the campaign due to their loHer earningo 

2. 3 Summary of Studies of the Drop-Outs: 

The foregoing review of litcratun" brouqh out some 

interesting features about research in the field of adult 

education. The studies pertaining to learners have broadly 

covered the characteristics of learners and reasons for 

dropping out from the centres, location of the centres and 

physical facilities at the centreso In fact these studies 

revealed that (i) majority of the learners belonged to 

scheduled castes, agriculturists, labourers, and house-wives, 

(ii) reason given for not attending the centres were lack of 

time. tired after days hard work, shyness, business, family 

problems, illness, low income of family, lack of interest 

in literacy works, (iii) adult education centres are lacking 

proper physical facilities <111d have in.:ldr:'rJlF~te teaching, 

learning materials, (iv) teaching was not interesting, (v) 

classes were irregular, (vi) adults perceived that school 

was meant for children and not for the aclul ts. 
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2.4 Studies Relating to Adult Persisters: 

Bhandari and Mehta (1974) conducted an experiment and 

found that a significant relationship existed between ~ources 

of influence i.e. motivation to join the literacy or 

functional literacy classes with completion or non-completion 

of the course. In the case of both literacy and functional 

literacy classes. the persisters indicated self motivation 

as a source of influence in joining the class more often than 

the non-persisters. In case of literacy classes. no signifi­

cant difference was found between persisters and non­

persisters with regard to the following sources of influence 

i.e. school teacher. friends, relations, sarpanch. gramsevak, 

neighbours etc. In the case of functional literacy class no 

significant difference was found between persisters and non­

persisters with regard to the •other• sources of influence 

i.e. relations, sarpanch, gramsevak, neighbours etc. In the 

case of functional literacy classes. friends as a source of 

influence was mentioned more often by persisters than non­

persisters. On the other hand, school teacher as a source of 

motivation was indicated more often by non-persisters than 

persisters. In the case of literacy classes among the 

sources of discouragement from the class neighbours, friends 

and relatives were mentioned more often by non-persisters 
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than persisters whereas 'no body' as a source of discourage­

ment was mentioned more of~en by persisters than non­

persisters. However, in the case of functional literacy 

classes no significant relationship was found between 

persistency and source of discouragement. Among the 

perceived reasons of discouragement from attending literacy 

classes the persisters mentioned that 11 it was time consuming" 

more often than the non-persisters, on the other hand in the 

case of functional literacy classes, the persisters mentioned, 

"it is useless or serves no purpose" more often by persisters 

than the non-persisters and the non-persisters mentioned, 11 it 

leads to family disturbance" more often than the persisters. 

Bhandari {1978) conducted a study of factors affecting 

persistency and drop-out in adult literacy classes in Udaipur 

District of Rajasthano He had found that no significant 

difference existed between the persisters and drop-out with 

respect to age, sex, caste, marital status, occupation, 

affiliation with economic, social and political organisa­

tional groups, exposure to schooling in childhood, size of 

land holding and use of improved agricultural practices., 

However, a significant difference existed for the source of 

discouragement from attending the classes and discontinuance 

in case of literacy classes. A significant difference in 

literacy and functional literacy class participants was 
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notices with respect to the con tent of learning. However, 

no significant differences were noticed between the literacy 

and functional literacy drop-outs ~nd their responses to the 

efforts of the teachers for continuing in the classes, the 

solution of their difficulties, desire for rejoining the 

class and self perception for having not been able to attain 

literacy. The reasons for dropping out were day work, animal 

husbandry work, lack of interest, far-off school, domestic 

work, and ridicule by friends and relatives. Factors for 

persistence included to be able to write letters, to sign, 

to read newspapers and books on religion, to be able to 

maintain farm records and accounts, to learn a language and 

to utilize free time. The chi-square value between the use 

of improved agricultural practices and the factors of drop­

outs in both the classes suggested that a significant 

relationship existed between the occupational group and the 

factors of drop-out in functional literacy classes and the 

characteristics of the teachers showed that most of them were 

in the age group of 19 to 30, all were married and males were 

mostly Brahm ins by caste. 

Irish (1978) conducted a study of persistence and 

drop-out in adult education in relation to differential 

reinforcement of attendance. The subjects in this study 

were women enrolled in business and attending education 

courses in evening public adult education classeso 
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Approximately, 1,080 women were surveyed during preliminary 

pilot test, response rates ranged from a high of 45.6% to a 

low of 8.8%o Most questionnaires were distributed via mailo 

Results confirmed the expectation that persisters would 

report greater positive reinforcement of class attendance 

than drop-outs. The second pilot study included 930 partici­

pants. Overall responses rate was 38.6%. No significant 

difference was found between drop-outs and persisters or 

between respondents and non-respondents on 16 selected back­

ground variables, including marital status, age, education, 

class type and reason for enrolling. Items were selected for 

the final instrument, which exhibited persisters - drop-out 

differences in the expected direction, had higher total score­

item score correlations. 

Snyder (1978) examined persistence and non-persistence 

in adult credit programmes administered by the college of 

general studies, George Washington University. This study 

aimed at providing a systematic approach. to understanding 

and analysing the participation of adults involved in 

continuing education programme. A sample of 3,642 students 

was surveyed. The results showed: {i) Married male graduate 

students who were accepted degree candidates, were not most 

likely to persist in course of the college of general studies, 
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{ii) Administration students perceived college offerings, 

library facilities and programme administration were signifi­

cant factors to be considered on their registration for 

programmes of the college, (iii) Students felt that the quality 

of instructions and conduct of the classes influenced their 

decision to register. In particular, competent and well 

info.r:med instructions were important as they improved upon the 

academic and social atmosphere of the classes. 

Anderson {1979) conducted a study of characteristics 

of adult drop-outs and persisters in a Post-Secondary Adult 

Education Class. The subjects (N= 214) were selected from a 

potential population of persons over twenty-seven years of 

age who had enrolled as full time Undergraduate students at the 

University of Massachusetts, Amhorst, over three years of 

period. The subjects had been enrolled for at least one 

semester and then l~ft the University, either as drop-outs or 

graduates. A ~ailed questionnaire survey format was used to 

retrospectively assess the influence of six variables related 

to adult students, personal environment including the influence 

of family members attitude towards the adults to other finan­

cial responsibilities; the influence of job responsibilities 

on the educational endeavour, the attitude of faculty and other 

student towards adult students on campus; the influence of the 

adults' prior experience in education, the effects of health 

and physical limitations on the adults• educational endeavour. 
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The study revealed statistically significant difference 

between drop-outs and persisters on all the six areas of 

investigations. 

Giare (1981) found that 100% of persisters and 90% of 

non-persisters were married and there was a relationship 

between marital status and persistency. Among the married 

females, more tended to drop-out rather than continue in the 

adult classes and among unmarried, more tended to persist than 

drop-out class. The average of persisters was 19 years 10 

months. Their occupation included household duties, labourers, 

sweepers and cleaning utensils. It was revealed that 85.72% 

persisters and 90% non-persisters belonged to nucleus families. 

The average monthly income of persisters and non-persisters 

was rupees 21.51 and 21.78 respectively. In all 42.85% of 

persisters, 26.67% of non-persisters had obtained early school­

ing. Amongst the reasons for dropping-out of primary school 

given by both the groups included lack of interest in studies, 

lack of interest on the part of parents, household work, 

poverty, dullness and illness. Social education worker was 

the main informer regarding the opening of adult education 

centre as well as a source of motivation. Host commonly given 

reason for persistency was to learn to sign {71.43%), followed 

by ability to write letters (67.14%), acquire ability to read 

newspapers, to fill up forms and write applications for loan, 
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to learn advanced methods of cultivation, to learn to read 

labels on fertilizers and seed bags, to read religious books, 

proper utilization of leisure time, interesting programme of 

the adult education centres like stitching and embroidary 

(81.43%), interest in learning (B.571o) and others (2.86%). 

The reasons for non-persistency were included domestic work 

(67 0 6%), lack of interest in studies (30%), unsuitability of 

timing (10%), distance of AEC {1.33%), economic reasons 

(16.66%), illness of children (6.66%) and children being 

young {6.66%). 

Trivedi (1984) found that (1) The drop-out was 5.6 and 

7.5 per cent for the year 1979 and 1980 respectively. (2) 

The drop-out rate among males was greater than for females. 

(3) The drop-out rate increased with increasing age. (4) The 

drop-out was maximum during the first two months of the course. 

(5) A large family was helpful to an adult in continuing the 

class. (6) The prpportion of drop-outs was higher among adults 

coming from thoroughly illiterate families. (7) As a group, 

non-drop-outs were more positive towards learning. (8) Major 

reasons given by the adults for dropping-out were fatigue 

after hard-work, migration, lack of interest, inconvenient 

timings and advanced age. (9) Reason given by the class­

conductors for dropping-out included lack of awareness on the 

part of adults and embarassment experienced by the adults on 

the account of age and physical handicaps. 



Key, Roby Van (1988) found that (1) Persisters and 

non-persisters differed in their primary reason for attending 

college. {2) Persisters and non-persisters differed in how 

they ranked a Bible Colleges with other schools they conside­

red. (3) Persisters and non-persisters differed in how many 

hours they were enrolled in college. (4) Persisters and non­

persisters differed in how well they estimated their chance 

to finish college. (5) Persisters and non-persister~ differ­

ed in the number of hours of attendance were per week. {6) 

Persisters and non-persisters differed on the level of support. 

They differed from family and friends regarding attending a 

Bible College. (7) Persisters and non-persisters differed in 

the major motivating force of their lives. (8) Persisters and 

non-persisters differed in their feelings when something is 

left unfinished. (9) Persisters and non-persisters differed 

in religious attitudes. church attendance and Bible reading. 

(10) Persisters and non-persisters differed on material status. 

(1) Persisters and non-persisters differed in their feelings 

about Bible college after a few weeks on campus. 

2.5 Summary of Persisting Studiess 

An overall view of the studies of persisters did 

indicate that there were not many clear cut factors which 

could be said to be the dividing lines between the persisters 

and drop-outs out of the adult education programme. However, 
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motivation and family background along with the level of 

responsibility did come up as some of the factors which were 

responsible for dividing the persisters and drop-outso In 

short, there was a need to explore the field further so that 

some forceful factors could be found which could drnw a line 

between the drop-outs and p~rsisterso These factors differed 

in different cultures also. 

2.6 Studies Related to Rural Adults: 

National council of Educational Research and Training 

{1967) conducted a study of literacy projects in four 

villages of rural Delhi and found that (a) only one-fifth of 

the participants had achieved desirable standards of funct­

ional literacy, {b) only one-third of part time teachers had 

received some training and (C) that the cost of making an 

adult literate was Rs. 24.52. Amongst the important reasons 

worked out for attending adult literacy classes were (a) 

employment possibility, (b) desire and ability to help in 

the education of children, (c) writing letters, and (d) 

keeping account etco However, the reasons for not attending 

classes included: (a) lack of time, (b) absence from village, 

(c) inconvenient class timings and venue, and {d) lack of 

faith in the programme of adult literacy. 

Gandhi an Institute of Studies, Varanasi ( 196 9) , 

took a concurrent evaluation programme of literacy ~ 
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in Darbhanga and Mirzapur districts of u.P. The sample of 

centres selected was 100 centres from each of these two 

districts. The tests of literacy, reading speed, comprehen­

sion and number concept were administered. The results 

revealed that as a result of the establishment of adult 

literacy classes in the respective villages, the level of 

literacy among adults rose from T/. to 19~. 

Agnihotri (1974) studied that (a) about 17Y. of men 

and women in the 15-20 age group involved in the programme 

were immature and unstable, (b) 50% of men, 41% of women in 

the 21-31 age group were enthusiastic and ambitious, (c) 31% 

of men and 45% of women in the age-group of 36 to 55 were 

well balanced. The further findings of the investigations 

were that adult education had not brought about the expected 

changes: (a) there was no improvement in the standard of 

living of the village people, their unfavourable attitudes 

towards girls and taking up of jobs did not undergo a signi­

ficant change, (D) 68% of men, 66% of women had become 

conscious about cleanliness of their children and (c) local 

population had started understanding the scientific method 

of cultivation. 

National Council of Educational Research and Training 

(1975) conducted an evaluative study of a pilot project in 
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adult literacy, launched by Delhi Administration in four 

villages in rural Delhi. They found the reasons for joining 

the literacy classes were: (a) to gain employment (32%), (b) 

to look after the education of their children (25%), (c) to 

be able to write letters and keep account (22%) and (d) to 

utilize their spare time profitably (10%). The investigation 

further found out that the reasons for not joining the 

classes were: (a) lack of time due to adverse family circum­

stances and pre-occupation with the domestic duties (66%), 

(b) being outside the village when classes were organised 

{19%), (c} inconvenient time and place for holding the classes 

(10%) and (d) lack of faith in literacy (5%). The investiga­

tion further revealed that the reasons for dropping out were 

the same as were for not joining the classes. It was also 

found that only 19"-' had achieved the standard of durable 

literacy. The investigation had further revealed that only 

33% of part-time teachers had received some kind of profes­

sional training in teaching while 66% had been teaching without 

any sort of professional training. 

Khanna {1981} conducted a study on the participant 

evaluation of adult education programme (AEP) on a sample of 

100 male and 100 female adults from Patiala Circle of Punjab, 

falling in the age-group 12-66 years. She had found that 

(a) the most commonly mentioned source of information about 
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the opening of the AEC Wi'\S villnqe le~'lers (TJYo), wltit::h wa!J 

followed by social education worker (SEW) (14%), others (6%), 

and members of family {3%), (b) adults were satisfied at 

having joined the AEC as perceived by female adults included 

stitching (54%), embroidery (48%), reading (48%), knitting 

{49%) and new thing {B%), (c) the reasons given by females 

for joining the AEC included: knitting (68%), stitching (62%), 

embroidery {60%) and reading {13%). The perceived utility of 

education received in the AEC, the females on an average, 

gave 10 responses which includes, help in domestic life 

(100%), promoting social awareness {87%), making proper use 

of money (85%), promoting good habits (77%), reading religious 

books {74%), increasing knowledge about health (72%), gaining 

knowledge about civilization (61%), developing good human 

relations (60%), awareness of social responsibilities (35%), 

attainment of the further education (37%), gaining knowledge 

about the right of vote {35%), and enable participation in 

cooperative developmental activities (30%)o It was revealed 

that cent-per-cent of female adults were satisfied with the 

location of the AEC. However, only 15% of females thought 

that the room in which the adult class was held was adequate, 

and 90% of them thought that all the needful facilities were 

available at the adult education centre. All the females 

were satisfied with the content taught in the AEC and thought 

that their teacher was teaching very well and that there was 
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full co-operation between students and teacher as well as 

among students. 90% of them indicated that the needful 

material was available. About the continuation of AEC, 45% 

wanted the AEC to become a permanent feature of their village, 

5%, 10%, 18% and 10% wanted it to remain in the village for 

4 years, 3 years, 2 years and 6 months respectively. However, 

only 2% wanted it to remain there until! their marriage. The 

selection of the time of the year convenient for adults to 

study revealed that 75% of females thought that they could 

study throughout the year, 10% and 15% respectively thought 

winter and summer were the most convenient times. However, 

cent-per-cent of females were satisfied with tite existing 

timing of the classes of AEC. 

Rajayalakshmi (1980) tried to identify some of the 

problems that were encountered while evaluating the Funct.ional 

Literacy Programme (FLP). The study was restricted to 

functioning of Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) 

which covers women in the age group 15-35. The researcher 

found that about 30% of those enrolled in FLP had already 

attended formal schooling and about 12% had schooling beyond 

eight grade. Thus the achievement in literacy could not be 

attributed to participation in the FLP. It was also revealed 

that the participants had been instructed by the Anganwadi 

workers to declare that they had never attended formal school 
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which meant that all the adults classified as illiterate at 

the time of the enrollment were not really illiterates. The 

samples did indicate that a high proportion of those enrolled 

were from higher socio-economic groups. The study further 

revealed that in most of the cases attendance regiaters were 

not maintained properly and in some cases, where two or more 

Anganwadis were functioning in the same village, some 

learners were enrolled in more than one class. The results 

of the investigation did reveal that in some cases, the names 

of such persons who had migrated from the village years ago, 

were also on the rolls of the Anganwadi centre. 

Multani (1981) while conducting an investigation into 

the profile of male adults attending Adult Education Centres 

in Punjab, also sought their views regarding some aspects of 

adult education programme. The sample of his study consisted 

of 200 males. The results of the study revealed that amo~Qst 

the sources of information about the opening of centres: (1) 

instructor (48.0%) and village leaders (31 0 5%) were mentioned 

significantly more frequently than family members {16.0%) and 

others (2.5%). Similarly about the source of motivations 

adult education instructor (41.5%) and village leaders 

(38.0%) were mentioned significantly more often than family 

members (16.0%) and others (4.5%). The reasons for joining 

the adult education centre included learning to read (92.5%), 
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write letters and applications etc. (88.0%), maintain 

domestic accounts (79.0%), read bus boards (68.5%), better­

ment of occupational status (13.0%) and signatures (6.0%). 

The investigation further revealed that 49.0% of adults 

expressed keenness to study as long as the centre remained 

in the village and 19.5%, 17.0%, 11.0%, 2.5% and 1.0% wished 

to study for 5 years, 4 years, 3 years, 2 years and 1 year, 

respectively. However, 67.0% of the adults were attending 

the class daily for 3 hours and 22.5%, 6.5% and 4.0% for 2 

hours, 1 hour and less than an hour respectively. 

Kaur (1982) evalua·ted the govemment run female adult 

education centres (AEC's) in Punjab by taking a sample of 100 

female adult education learners and 16 adult education teachers. 

She found that the sources of information regarding the open­

ing of the AEC included social education worker (50.0%), 

village leader (30.0%), member of the family (12.0%) and others 

(BoO%). The perceived utility of adult education included 

learning, sewing and embroidery {85.0%), functions of 

panchayat (76.0%), right to vote (74.0%), enhancement of social 

awareness {69.0%), increase in income (67.0%), making proper 

use of money (65.0%), increase in knowledge about health 

(50.0%) and reading religious books (50.0%), learning 

domestic work {34.0%) and help in attaining further education 

(13.0%). The study revealed that about the aims of opening 



71 

the AEC, the adults on an average gave 3.35 responses which 

included reading (94.0%), sewing (84.0%), writing (77.0%), 

arithmatic (40 0 0%), general knowledge (21.0%) and removal 

of illiteracy (19.0%). The study of the material provided 

indicated that the material provided to them included slates 

{96.0%), sewing machines {89.0~0, chalk sticks (86.0%), 

primers (86 .. 0%), and other (8.0%). A solid majority of 

adults {92.0%) were satisfied with the timings of the AEC. 

The quality of the teachers involved in the programme did 

show that the teachers were found to be middle (6.25%), 

middle with diploma in arts and crafts (56 .. 25%), middle, 

diploma in arts and crafts and teacher training (18.75%), 

matric with diploma in arts and crafts (12 .. 50%) and matric, 

diploma in arts and crafts and teacher trnininq (6.25Yo). It 

was also revealed that the teachers were trying to increase 

the daily attendance of adults through motivntion of pnrenta 

(64o71%), telling the adults new and interesting stories, 

particular incidents and use of education ( 17 .64%), stressing 

on domestic work (11.77%) and motivation through sarpanches 

(5.88%). The study of the aids used by tho teachers did 

indicate that the material prepared by the teachers included 

charts (93o 75%), posters (19 .. 75~0 and thinqs such as rope 

bags, purses, decoration pieces, soap etc. (6.25%). Cent­

per-cent of the teachers wert=!' using lecture m<3thod, 93 .. 75% 
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were using discussion mf>thod and 18.75% r,..•er<" usinq charts 

as teaching aid, 56.25% were using newspapers, 1Bo75% radio 

and 12
0
50% television. It v!C1S also found that the teachers 

were evaluating the learners thPJu~h '.NTi tten tests ( 100%) • 

oral test (50%) and practical examination (31o25%). The 

teachers sources of guidance were supervisor ( 100%) and 

social education officer (48o75%)o 

Bhuller (1?86) carried out an action research on 

functioning of adult education in Mangat Block of Ludhiana 

district of Punj;3b, with the h~lp of ;:m Jnt~rview .!!!chedule 

(for learners) and questionnaire for workerso The results 

were as followsa (a} A majority of the learners were of 

middle age, married and belonged to non-farming families 

and were totally illiterates, (2) the reasons highlighted by 

learners for attending adult education centres (AEC's) were 

to be able to read and write followed by to learn about 

household practices, (3) the literacy status of the learners 

slightly increased with the increase in time period, as only 

small proportion of sampled learners were able to read 

and write at the end of programme, (4) the functionality and 

awareness dimension also shov1ed slight increase over the time 

period in tenns of additional knowledge abo•..1t small saving 

schemes and immunization programme for children, (5) the age 

of the workers ranged from 18 to 36 yearso Majority of the 
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workers '"'ere unmarried, had upto matric level education and 

had family occupations of ogriculture <'ln1 s~rvice, (6) the 

duration of training for running the AEC was preferred for 

30 days by the workers, (7) the input provided by workers was 

not considered adequate as the workers lacked teaching 

material and other f aciliti~s, (R) all th~ r.~"'ntres wP.re 

inconveniently located and ill-equipped which did not provide 

a conducive atmosphere for learning, (9) due to lack of 

physical facilities, lack of interest of learners, lack of 

motivation of the learners and lack of competency of workers, 

the overall progress of the programme was considerably less. 

Bhangoo and Kaur (1988) assessed the needs and 

interests of adult rural women as related to their home and 

family life as a function oE some socio-personal variables. 

The study was carried out in 10 randomly selected villages of 

Ludhiana district of Punjab, where from 500 adults, 50 from 

each of the villages in the age group 15-35 years were 

selected. The results regarding the needs and socio-personal 

variables, age, marital status and education were related 

with need in the areas of labour saving devices, both with 

and without electricity and clothing and textiles. It was 

also indicated that unmarried rural women expressed signifi­

cantly more need for information in the area of home management. 
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It was further found that the needs of rural women in all the 

areas in home and family life were not related with occupation 

and income of respondentso The investigation about interests 

and socio-personal variables did showed a significant positive 

relationship of agP, mflritnl stntus and edtH.::ationetl level with 

interests in the areas of labour saving devices and clothing 

and textileso The sample of unmarried women indicated that 

they had more interest in acquiring information in the areas 

of ~ood and nutrition, home management and health and hygieneo 

It was found that the younger women had more interest in 

acquiring information in the area of health and hygiene and 

the elder women had-significantly more interest in acquiring 

information in the areas of t,-;omen 1 s welfare. Th~ investiga­

tion did reveal that thP occupation and income of rural women 

had no relationship with their interest in all the areas of 

home and family life. 

Walia (1989) evaluated the adult education programme 

in rural areas around Chandigarh and found that 16% of the 

learners fell outside the target age group i.e. 15-35 years, 

the proportion of females was more than males, 59Yo of samples 

belonged to SC/ST and that there was irregularity of 

attendance in classes due to inconvenient timin~ irrelevant 

curriculum, economic factors and domestic work etc. 
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Kaur ( 1991) conducted <=~n investigation and assessed 

the reading interests of nee-literate rural adult women and 

found that (1) 32Yo women had been attending the centre for 

less than 6 months, 29% had been attending for 6 months, 22% 

for more than a year and 15Yo women had been attending since 

two years, (2) one-fifth said that they had been dissuaded 

in joining the adult education centres (AECs), (3) cent-per­

cent said that the main factors causing irregularity of 

attendance was household work, (4) reading and writing, sewing, 

embroidery and knitting were the motivating factors for 

joining, (5} the respondents showed interest in care and 

maintenance of clothes, sewing and embroidery 1 beauty care, 

soap making, health, nutrition, common disease and their 

prevention, environmental cleAnliness, basket making, domestic 

use of electrictty and use of radio and T.Vo, (6) younger 

women were more interest~d tl1~n thP older in religion, nature 

care, yoga, general knowledge, games and citizenship, (7) 

older women were more interested than the younger in f arnily 

planning, house-keeping, care of sick, kitchen gardening, 

saving schemes, proper use of money, solution of personal 

problems, needs of children, environmental pollution, politi­

cal problems, means of communication culture, (8) there was 

no significant difference betv;een the younger and older 

women with r~gard to their. in ter.est in rnean!3 of transpor.t.~­

tion, 'gardening, first aid and local news. 
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Pati (1991) through a research investigation tried to 

identify the problems of adult learners in Puri district of 

Orissa. It '\-Jas found that 72Yc of male learners and 56Yo of 

femtlle learners werE'! marriPd, 60% of female <"3nd 54% of mnle 

learners were daily labourers. A majority of the learners 

of both the sexes had join~d th~ l\ECs on th~ persuntion by 

the instructor of the concerned centree. A majority of the 

learners of both the sexes had faced some common problems 

like pressure of work, teaching not interesting, lack of 

entertainment programme in the centre, inadequate physical 

facilities in the centres, less use of audio-visual-aids 

and financial problems of learners at home, lack of immediate 

economic benefit, unfavourable attitude of teachers, lack of 

incentives like meal, tiffin, clothes etc. 1 unwillingness to 

sit like a child and most reading material being not useful. 

Some of the problems were sex specifico A majority of the 

women indicated the problems like distance of centre from 

residence, lack of company available to reach the centre and 

fear of untouchability. The investigator recommended that 

provisions should be made respect of time, curriculum and 

financial help, suitability to married persons and daily 

labourso Steps should be taken by the other agencies like 

head man of the village, family members and other literate 

persons etc. to persucde the illiterates to join the AECs 
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along with the instructors and steps should bE> taken to 

eliminate the problems f .;ced by the ~dul t le .;nv=•rs. 

2.7 Summary of Rural Adults: 

The foregoinq n~viPw of liternt11n• l'"'rt;,ininr1 to tllt­

rural adult drop-outs and persisters revealed that not much 

interest was shown in evaluating and implementation of NAEP 

and the studies have been mainly confined to the Government 

run adult education programme for the age group 15-35 years. 

The evaluation of AEP has been sought in terms of responses 

of adult education learners, drop-outs, teachers, other 

functionaries and community memberso·· The aspect of the AEP 

covered in studies include age, caste and occupation of the 

learners, reasons for joining the AEC, reasons for low 

attendance and suggestions given by the learners etc., (a) 

age of participants generally ranged from 12 to 66 years, 

(b) learners belonged to scheduled castes, backward classes 

and general category, (c) occupation of learners included 

agriculturists, farm labourers and housewives, (d) aim of 

joining the AECs reading, writing and social awareness and 

how to spend money, among male learners and knittinq, sewing, 

embroidery, stitching, reading, religi0us books for female 

learners, (e) reasons for low attendance include some 

personal, economic, illness and irr~levant curriculum. Very 

few studies has been done on the characteri~tics of drop-outs 

and persisters. HoVJever, it sec11red th.;t th""' ;:or""'~ n"'~d~rJ to 
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be further explored for the inwrovernen t of u.dul t education 

programme. 

2.8 Overall Picture of the Related Literature: 

The problem of adult illiterates is one of the major 

problems which Indian developmental progra:nme in general and 

Indian educational system in particular is facing in the 

present erao It is thus essential that the area be systema­

tically explored so that the 11 teracy movement can function 

in a more effective wayo The problem is quite difficult as 

due to psychological, social, cultural, economic and educational 

reasons it has been quite difficult to evaluate the illiterate 

adults in the educational programme of the adult educationo The 

problem becomes even of greater significance when it is 

revealed that not only it is difficult to rope in the adult 

youth in the educational channel of one type or the other. 

However, it is still more dif£ !cult to make them to continue 

in it and not to drop-out of it. The studies conducted have 

revealed good many reasons for dropping out of the adults out 

of the adult education programrneo It seems that the area needs 

to be explored further as with the social change which is 

getting up force with the adult education programme in the 

rural areas in particular and urban areas in '-leneral, the 



reasons for dropping-out may continue to change both for 

the persisters as well as the drop-outso Hence the present 

investigation which has explored the field in its own unique 

way. 
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CllAFTER - I~l 

NETBOD A.."JD PRUCEDURE 

3.1 Introduction: 

Methodology makes an important contribution towards 

the quality, enrichment and drawing of scientific conclu­

sions of any study. In order to conduct some research, 

there are numerous methods and procedures to be applied. 

However, it is the nature of the problem under investigation 

which determines the adaptation of a particular method i.e. 

most appropriate method. It helps not only to strengthen 

the facts but also to achieve economy. In the coordination 

of efforts, the type of the problem determines the methodo­

logy to be used in an investigation. Out of so many methods 

which can profitably be used for the· conduct of an investi­

gation, one or more than one methods can be used at the 

same timeo In conducting the research in education, 

generally, more than one method is used. 

The present study is a survey type study. It aimed 

at investigating the characteristics of adult drop-outs and 

persisters in the adult education progr~me as such no 

experimental situation is to be conducted. Only existing 

situation is to be studied. So it deals with 'Still 

Research 1 rather than ExperimfSntal Rf?.search o 
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3o2 Sample: 

The scheme of the Government to open and conduct 

adult education centres had been closed when the present 

investigation was in progress and practically no such 

centre was being run as such in Punjab,. when the present 

investigation was conducted. However, when the main scheme 

of Punjab Government was closed, some Colleges, Universities, 

Voluntary Organisations like Lion's Club etc. continued 

to run some centres in different areas of Punjab. In these 

circumstances, it was decided to conduct an investigati.on 

on a sample of those centres of adult education programme 

which were being run by the Universities in the villages of 

Punjab. It was also decided that the investigation would 

be conducted on a sample of one district i.e. Ludhi~n~. As 

it fell witi1in tile territory of Panjab University which had 

organis~d a number of such centres in the revenue area of 

Ludhiana District of Punjab. Needless to point out that 

whatever the formet or scheme is adopted by the Government 

to tackle the .problem of the removal of illiteracy, the 

problem of drop-outs and persisters will continue to be a 

part of the programme and the study of their characteristics 

will be of immense use to the discipline of Educationo 

With the help of the N.s.s. Department of Panjah 

University and Regional Resource Unit located in the Cnmpus 
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o[ the University, a list of centres which functioned during 

the last three years was collected. It consisted of 104 

such centres. Out of these centres only 8 centres were 

selected from the list by the draw of lots. These centres 

wE>re located in the village of Rampur, Lehal, Uhikhi, Hegowal, 

Katehri, Syair, Kadron and Buteri of Ludhiana District of 

Punjab. 

There is a thin line of distinction between persisters 

and drop-outs. Some learn the matter early and drop-out. 

Some are not in a position to learn for quite some time and 

thus drop-out. In the same way there are a good many who 

even after becoming literate continue with their studies 

while many drop-out without learning anything. So in order 

to identify persisters and drop-outs, it was decided to fix 

up a limit of time. Out of the classes which were run for a 

period of six months at the first instance, if an adult 

attended it for a period of three months or more he was to 

be tenned as persisters and all those who dropped out before 

completing the tenure of fifteen days were tenned as drop-outs. 

In order to find out the persisters .the attendance 

registers of the adult education centres were made use of and 

all those who had been attending the classes regularly for 

more than three months were identified and listed on a 
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separate piece of paper. Out of these groups of different 

centres proportionate group of persisters w~s AqAin 

selected by the draw of lots as detailed below in table 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7., 

8. 

Total 

Table 3o1 

Distribution of Male and Femal~ Persisters 

of Different Adult Education Centres 

Village Male Female Total 

Ram pur 15 18 33 

Lehal 9 9 18 

Bhikhi 7 8 15 

Be gal 16 18 34 

Katehri 18 17 35 

Syair 10 5 15 

Kad oo 9 10 19 

Butari 16 15 31 

100 100 200 

In this way a group of 100 male and the similar 

number of female persisters were selected. From the same 

centres, with the help of the attendance registers the 

list of drop-outs during the last two years time were also 

prepared. From the same centre thE' E-qual number of drop-outs 



84 

v:ere again selected by the draw ot lots. ln this v:i'ly 2.00 

drop-outs i.e. 100 males and 100 females were selected. 

As a result of this exercise in all four hundred 

persisters and drop-outs wen~ made the samplE"> of inv'=!sti­

qation. Half of these were mnles and another half of the:n 

were females. Similarly, half of them were persisters and 

other half of them were drop-outs. 

3.3 Tools: 

(a) Questionnaire: In order to collect the information 

about the adult learners i.eo both persisters and drop-outs 

a bio-data form could serve the purpose. But as some 

additional information too was needed, so it was decided 

to administer a questionnaire for the conduct of th 11'1 

investigation. 

First of all a list of the information to be 

collected was built up and that information was discussed 

with the supervisor and put in a sequence (Appenaix-I). 

It was discussed with the teachers in the Department of 

Education, Sociology, Psychology and Correspondence 

Courses of the University and their valuable suggestions 

were noted. In the light of these suggestions, the 

questionnaire was redrafted and compiled. It was then put 

in a systematic order and a questionnaire was prepared 
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{l\.ppendix-1 I) • This questionnaire vJas ttH~n agi3in sent to 

10 experts working in the field of Education, Sociology 

ancl Psychology for qivinq thfdr opinion on lt mv~ r'tl:.n to 

suggest some improvements in its body and content. None 

of the experts responded to my request of giving their 

suggestions. Thus personal contact was e-stablished with 

them. Some of them were not responsive as they were other• 

wise busy and had no time to do so. However, some were 

co-operative and promised to do so in due course of time. 

They were reminded again. As a result of all these efforts 

only six of them were kind of return the questionnaire and 

to give their suggestions. These suqqestiorHl Her~ incorpo­

rated in the body of it. It was then finalised (Appendix­

III)o This was used as a tool to conduct the invPstig~tion. 

{b) Raven • s Standard Progressive Matrics (GHt): The 

ability to write and read of the persisters and drop-outs 

differed from each other and many of them could hardly 

writ~ so a verbal test of intelligence was to be used. 

In order to find out the intelligence of the sample 

Raven's Standard Progressive Hatrices {SFM) was used. The 

Standard Progressive Matrices (Sets A, B, c, D and E) or 

SPM, is a test of a person's capacity at the time of the 

test to apprehend meaningless figures presented for the 

observation, see the relations between them~ conceive the 
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nature o£ the figure complr:'ting each system of relAtions 

present~d, and, by doing so develop a systematic method of 

re<'\soning. 'l'he scale cr.Jn;,i!:>tS of 60 problems d.iv.ided into 

five sets of 12 each. In each set the first problem is as 

nearly as possible ·self-evident. The prohlems which follow 

become progressively so that in each set the l~st item was 

the most difficulto The order too, the items provides the 

standard training in the method of workinf). The f ivf'> ;.ets 

provide five opportunities for grasping the method and five 

progressive assessments of a person's capacity for intellec­

tual activity. To ensure sustained interest and freedom 

from fatigue, the figures in each problem arP boldly 

presented, accurately drawn and, as for as possible, 

pleasing to look ato 

Sil-t has been designed to cover the widest possible 

range of mental ability and to be equally useful with 

persons of all ages, whatever their education, nationality 

or physical conditions. It is a culture free test and can 

be used with the same accuracy in different c1ltures. In 

view of its wide applicability, it was expected to have 

certain limitations. As it was designed to be used with 

children as well as adults, thf'> first end second sets in the 

scale and the introductory problems of the third and fourth 

sets needed, little more training in the method of working 
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for adults. A short practice set, desi~ned to illustrate 

the method, can serve equally \·Jell. It is more so .... ,ith the 

ndult.s who have never unrJer'JUIIC nny SllCII ex':"rci:~'C' • 

scale is alco designed to provide a reli~ble estim~t~ ot a 

person•s capacity to think clenrly wl1en he i~ ~llowed h> 

work steadily at his own speed from beginning to the enri 

without interruption. As the five sets of tests forming the 

scale each begins with easy problems and end with difficult 

ones, it was not expected that the results would be reliable 

if the scale was used as a test of intellectual efficiency 

where a person was only allowed a limited time to work and 

did not necessarily complete the whole of thP sc~l~ b~fore 

stopping. In order to get reliable results from the adminis­

tration of the scale on ndult~, it i.s essent1~1 that the 

whole of the scale is administered in one setting on the 

individual and that he is made to do it non-step, that too, 

without any external help. Incomplete and time bound 

completion by the individual, whatever his age and educa­

tional background will not serve any purpose. It was consi­

dered that from the information obtained with the standard 

scale~ it would be possible to construct derivatives designed 

to meet particular demands. 

Everyone, whatever his age~ is given exactly the same 

series of problems in the s?~e order and is asked to work at 
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his own speed, vlithout interruption, from the beginning 

to the end of the scale o As the order of the problems 

provides the standard tr;dning in the '"ethod of worldng, 

the scale can be given either as an individual, a self­

administered or as a group test. 

Io Reliability Studies: 

Over forty studies dealing with reliability of the 

SPM have been reported in tht:> literuture. They include a 

very wide age-range, many cultural groups, and clinical 

as well as normal populations. Some of these studies 

suffered from inadequate sample sizes or from application 

and very young subjects. When these studies are excluded, 

the general picture is of good reliability, whether in 

terms of internal consistency or retest reliability. 

1. Internal Consistency: Since SPil is a homogenous test, 

one would expect a high correlation to emerge with split 

half measures of reliability. The majority of studies 

giving consistency data report a correlations of about 

0.90 with a model value of 0.91 (Banks and Sinha), 1951J 

(Elley and Mac Arthur) 1962; (King) 1963; (Laroche 1959J 

(Loranger and Misiak), 195 4 • Three of these studies were 

with subjects under 20, whilst one (Lorange-r and Misiak) 

employed females. Two studies have rf'pnrterl low tPliability 

which also used young subjects but one has evident limita-
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tions. Georgas {1970) st.nrlir>d 727 Ureek Cl!ildrr.on ;md 

reported consistency of 0.60 for his youngest group, aged 

6 years. The SPt-1 would serve more rP 1 i<1hi 1 i ty at ttd.s 

stage. By contrast, Georgas reported a figure of 0.98 for 

his 12 year-old subjects. V.eir' ~ ( 1 q-1'1) P"'!'0r t~r~ rr:>rr~"l;q­

tion of 0.76 with 296 children falls for short and other 

substantial studies which indicate a reliability of 0.86 

can be assumed using the Spearman-Brown formula. 

2. Test-Retest Reliability: Reports of reliability are 

contained in over twenty papers, summary details of which 

are contained in The Research and References ~ection of 

this Manual (1982). They differ widely in their methodology 

and the time intervals between test range from one week to 

three years. As would b~=> PXp~ctPd, thP rhrntPr int,_rv.o\11'! 

are in general associated with higher reliability 

correlations. 

After one week Lorache (1960) has reported a relia­

bility of 0.85 with sixth grade Congo School boys and 

referred to Verhaegen•s (1956) data with a value of 0.88 

also with Congo school children after several weeks. 

Stinissen (1956) has given Belgian data one week, one month, 

three months with retest re~ults of o.s9, 0.81 and o. 78 

respectively. Cole et al (1979) reported a reliability 

co-efficient of 0.86 after 9 months. 
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11. Validity Studies: 

(1) Criterion Oriented Validity: Ttl"' concurrnnt Anrl 

predictive validites of SH1 vary v1ltlt agP, L)'.Jssibly sex 

and homogeneity of the sampleo The method of asseR~nent 

of the criterion to which the test will be related and 

the reliabilities of test and criterion measures in the 

context considered. A review of relevant rese~rch, 

however, allows some general conclusions to be formulated. 

(i) Correlations with Concurrent Intelligence Measures: 

F'or English speaking children rlnd adol,..s~Pnts, reli-"'hl~ 

correlations of SPM with the Binet and Wechsler Scales 

range from +0.54 to +0.86 (Raven, 1948; Taibal, 19517 

Banks and Sinha, 19511 Barratt, 1956; ~1eh rotra, 1968; 

Moran, 19727 review by Burke, 1958. An exception was an 

undergratuate study involving 17 subjects where SA1 was 

found to correlate +0.95 with MHV (Deary, 1980). Inter 

test correlation for adults subjects arc similar in 

magnitude and pattern to those outlined for children 

(Burke, 1958). Some recent American studies with adults 

haye yielded very high correlation between SP!"l and \'IAIS 

Scores (Burke and Bingham, 1966, r = +0.85, 1969, r== +0. 75, 

Sheppard et al., 1968 r = +0.88) 0 
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(ii) correlation with Concurrent Achievernen t rteasures: 

correlation between sn1 and performance on achiev~nent 

tests or actual scholastic achievement are generally lower 

than correlntion wlth int~lliqence t,.;,t~ .'1!ld f>V~Il lll'JT!'" 

variable, ranging from negligible (eogo Keehn & Prothro, 

1955) to very high {eog. Irvin,., 1966, +0.'1). ThP :,nthor~ 

(Dalke & Sharma, 1976) reported criterion validity of +.62 

while concurrent validity using the GATB test was +0.55. 

2. Predictive Validity: The external criterion commonly 

adopted in predictive validity investigations is schola~tic 

achievement assessed sometime after the administration of 

SPf.l. Validity coefficients reported in studies vlith En']lish 

and non-English speaking children nnd adolescents generAlly 

range upto +0.70 {Stinissen, 1956; Swinnen, 1958; Elley and 

Mac Arthur, 1962; Rao, 1963; Giles, 1964; Godman, 1964; 

Irvine, 1966; Maderna & Valsechini, 1967). 

3. Content Validity: The content validity of SI?t-1, measured 

by the internal consistency of test, varies markedly when 

different test items are considered (Keir, 1949); Hornowski, 

(1959); Kalina, (1967): Banks and Sinha (1951) with 

children, found an average biserial correlation between SPM 

items and the combined result of three IQ test of +0.45; for 

diffe~nt test items, correlations ranged from +0.2 to +0.8. 
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For a large sample of adults, Sheppard et al {1968) reported 

a mean biserial correlation of +0o52 and good to excellent 

discriminative power for most it~ms. Their rE>sult support 

the overall structure of SPM. It~""m t'lnalysis hy YP.ir {1949), 

Banks and Sinha (1951) and ShPppard et al (1968) suggest 

that there may be predominance of medium difficulty items 

and a need for significant shifts in the order of some items. 

Mac Arthur (1962) working with Metis-Indian children 

in Canada, observed the SPl.\1 meet an important requirement 

for use in cross-cul turc:tl con texts - it hn s f nc~ v nl i rH ty 

in the sense that it appears to those who take and a&ninis~er 

the test to ·be assessing a h-"1 sic ah i 1 i ty tq u•n son, 1 n 1'\ 

form of presentation which is not obviously culturally 

biasedo 

4. Factorial Construct Validitys The progressive matrices 

has been described as one of the pure ru1d best measures of 

'g' or general intellectual functioning available (e.g. 

Spear:man, 1938; Vernon, 1942, 1947.). Evidence for this 

claim comes from several factor analytic studies involving 

large number of children and adultso Investigations with 

British children {e.g. Emmett, 1949; Gittins, 19527 Nishet, 

1952) reveal high loadings of upto +0.83 on 1 g' and up to 

+0.81 with a u.s. study {Zag~r et al •• 1980) 0 CrosR­

cultural studies con£ inned the high 'g' saturation of SH1 
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(Keehn & Prothro, 1955; Mehrotra, 1958; Dash and Kanungo, 

19597 Genesse & Hamayan, 1980; Elley And M~c Arthur, 19627 

Mac Marthur, 1962; 1968; IrvinE>, 1966; Romney, 1969L 

Moreover, most studies h~ve found no loadinq on verl,al­

educative and numerical ability factors. Research with 

adults have also revealed very high loading of up to +0o86 

on •g• Burt (reported by Vernon, 1942); Gabrial, 1954; 

Loranger & Misiak, 1959; Burke and Bingham, 19697 in one 

study as high as +0.94 (Crickmore, 1968). 

3.4 Administration of the Toolsa 

To collect information and specially to get a form 

filled in by some literate population, especially in the 

days of militancy in Punjab was a very big jobo In the 

villages of Punjab, at that time, the people were so much 

scared that they doubted every body whosoever came to them 

for any purpose. It was more so when the person was an 

outsider. It was thus essential that at first this fear 

should be taken off the minds of the people. For this 

purpose first of all the Panchayat of the villages were 

taken into confidence, the village teachers, lambardars 

and also the Patwari was taken in to con f idPnce who E-ducated 

the subjects and took out fears from their mind to fill in 

the information sought by the investigator. Even, in spite 

of it, the subjects were reluctant to d0 s~1, when ~vJrnr.> of 
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the members of the PanchRyat did not come in person and 

sit with the investigator or member of her team. In such 

cases, time And again, locnl influence WI'\S exploi t~d to 

get the co-operation of the subje·cts. In view of the 

peculiar position of the state at the tirne of collection 

of data with the help of th~ team of co-workers was shifted 

and the investigator herself did the job of collecting the 

data in person. 

First of all the tester was made to sit ccmfortably 

in a well lighted and airy roomo A type of dialogue was 

initiated with him so as to establish a kind of rapporto 

During the dialogue, it was m;:~de clear to the subject that 

·the results of tests and the information revealed would be 

kept secret and would not be used for ally other pu.rpof3e 

except this piece of research. Under no circumstances, it 

would be given to the teachers and the parents, so, they 

were requested to be fearless and to reveal their inner 

beings. 

After doing so the questionnaire, which had het:m 

standardised was got filled by him. If he Has unable to 

do so for want of the knowledge then it was filled by the 

investigator by asking him pertinent qu"" ~tion so It w.::,.!l 

taken care that only required information was extracted 

and no embarassing question were asked. 
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After hP had finRli~n,! thl? f.Lllirq in tlv"' qnf'>ntion­

naire, he was given a set of copies, a record form and 

pencil for the administr~tion of sn1o 

Pencils and record forms were distributed to the 

examinee. The adults (people) to be tested were asked to 

fill in particulars about themselves on the record formo 

When this had been done, the test booklets were given to 

him but asked not to open the booklets until hP/she was asked 

to do so. The investigator said, "open your books to the 

first page. It is like this". "At the top it says Set 1\ 

and you have a column here, on your answer sheet, for 3et 

Ao This is AI. You see whc=tt it is. The upper part is r~ 

pattern with a bit of missing. Each of these pieces below 

is the right shape to fit the spr'!ce, h'lt h~ oiri not i'!ll 

complete the pattern. Number I (point to the piece and to 

the pattern) is quite the wrong pattern. Numbers 2 and 3 

are wrong they fit the space, but they are not right pattern. 

What about number 6? Is it the right pattern (illustrate 

that the pattern is the same as the pattern above) but it 

does not go all over. Put your finger on the one that is 

quite right" o Notice, if this has been done correctly. If 

necessary explain again, and then say, "Yes, number 4 is th~ 

right oneo So the answer to /\1 is 1 - write 4 here, aqcdnst 

number I in column A on your answer sheet. Do not turn over 

yet". 
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.Simil<"lrly, on every !''l'!~ Jn your br)ok there is a 

pattern with a bit missingo After that he is allowed to 

write down and answer to the rest of the test. 

In this way these tests were administered indivi­

dually by the investigator to 400 students of Adult 

Education students i.e. both persisters and drop-outs. 

All this took eight months time as it was to be done 

when the subject was free ?..nd also co-oper.qtlve o He was 

sometimes not available. At times the candidate and his 

parents were not co-oper<'ltivr-> os P11njnh W;::J!'I •md~"r the :r1pell 

of terrorism and people were afraid that their wards might 

not be exploited and the infor.motlon might n•.Jt be misused. 

The co-operation of the Sarpanch, the school t~acher, 

Patwari and at time other off iclal had to be sought. Some 

times the candidates were so co-operative that their wards 

served tea and snacks to the investigator. In two cases 

the girls who had undergone the process of adult education 

had been married and gone to some other village, then the 

research worker had to move to that place to cover the 

sample selected. Similarly in three casn.s thn. p"lrents of 

the girls due to the fear of terrorism had ~hifted to 0th 

villages so the investigator went to follow them up to tt: 

place. In one case the boy who had attended tl1e adult 

education centre had got ill and admitted in a hospital. 
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The researcher ·had ta g'J to the hospital to administer 

tools on the candidate, v:ho was oth~r::-wi~P fit to. do s0. 

Side by side, when the testinq process was completed. 

the scoring process wRs r1lso :1t<1rted. une of the most 

satisfactory method of interpreting the significance of a 

person's total score is to consider it in terms of the 

percentage frequency with \vhich a similar score is found 

to occur among people of his own age. This has the advant­

age over other methods that a prior assumption is rnade that 

in childhood the development of intellectual capac! ty is 

necessarily uniform or distributed symmetrically. For 

practical purposes, it is convenient to consider certain 

percentages of the population and to group scores 

accordingly. In this way, it is possible to classify a 

person according to the scores he/she obtains as: 

(i) 'Above the average in intellectual capacity' if his 

scores lies at or above 90th percentile. 

(ii) 'Intellectually average• if his scores lies between 

25th and 75th percentiles. 

(iii) Below average in intellectual capacity' if his 

scores lies below 25th percentiles. 
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') 

/\iter the scoring t11n value!> of X.' <~nd <llso t values 

of different groups were worked out on the basis of the 

charts of different variables. The results of these statis-

tical values were analysed, and discussed "'nd scientific 

conclusions were drawn and have been reported in the next 

chapters a 
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CHAPTER - l'J 

D ISTRIBUT IctJ OF DATA 

4.1 Introduction: 

The data to be compiled for the execution of the 

project was to be collected from the rural areas of Punjab 

and it mostly belonged to the landless labour of tl1e area 

as most of the illiterates now belonged to this category 

only. In the rural Punjab the net of the distribution of 

education has been so spread that almost ~11 other types of 

the inhabitants have started sending their wards to the 

schools and have also acquired some education ioe. literacy. 

Thus, this population i.e. landless labour illiterates, is a 

hard net to crack. In rural Punjab the category which is 

not providing educational facilities to their wards is the 

landless agricultural labour. They are real poors. They 

have been mostly illiterates for generations. They are 

mostly not much aware of the benefits of lhe adult education 

programme. 

The Adult Education Cen tree being run by the Pan jab 

University, Chandigarh were located in Luill1iana District 

and were like other centres being run by the Punjab Govern­

ment which were closed recently. These centres were not 

well equipped. In fact one of the causes of the failure of 
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an apology of the instibltion~. In ord~r to q~t in 9 iqh t 

into the type of the centres, alongwith their location, 

physical facilities, teaching aids and othPr factors too, 

an assessment of the centres which were eight in numbers 

was made from the Ludhiana District and has been reported 

in this Chaptero HO\-rever, e.s only the description was to 

be done so no higher statistics were used ~xcept to work 

out the percentages of different sections of different 

groupso 

4.2 Distribution of Data of Different Centres: 

4o2o1 Sex-wise Distribution: 

Sr. 
NOo 

1. 

Table 1o1 

Sex-wise Distribution of Data 

Persisters Drop-outs 
Male Female Hale female 

100 100 100 100 

Total 

400 

The data in Table 4o1 did indicate that in all 

there were 400 adult learners i.eo 200male and 200 .female. 

One hundred were- male persisters and th"' same number w<:!s 

of male drop-outs. In the same way th~re were 100 female 

persisters alongwith the same number of female drop-outs. 
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The ovPrall dis tribn tion of the ria ti'l iwUcated 

that there were 2 00 rnale and 2 00 female. Half of the 

persisters i.eo 100 were male and the same numbers were 

of females. In the-same w~y half i.e. 100 drop-outs were 

males and another 100 were females. 

4.2.2 Caste-wise Distribution of Male and Female 

Persisters Living Around the Centres: 

Table 4o 2 

Percentage of Male and Female Persisters of People 
Living Around the Adult Education Centre 

Sro Sex of the Caste of the Adult Learners Total 
NOo Category High Castes Scheduled Caste 

1. Malr::o 75% 25% lOU:{, 
Persisters 

2. Female 75% 25;~ 100% 
Persisters 

In order to know as to which category of castes 

was being served by the centres the survey of the population 

was conducted with the help of the Sarpanch of the Panchayat 

{Table 4.2). It was found thnt 75% p~rsisters belonged to 

the high castes and 25% to the low castes. lt was so 

because in the rural areas where the scheduled castes lived 

there was hardly any space to provide educational facilities 

in the centreo It was perhaps one of the reasons that 7S% 
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persisters belonged to hh1h castes, because> the loc;,.tion 

was more convenient to thPrn. 

As the location of the residence of the people in 

rural Pun j ctb was concerned, mo .r;tly th r.o tli 'lh c"ste I '~op l~ 

had different and separate localities while the scheduled 

castes lived in separate and different areas of the village. 

In nut shell, the residences of both the castes are not 

mixed. 

4.2 o 3 Sex-wise Distribution of llal~ and Female Drop-outs 

Living /\round the 1\.dlllt E'Jucation CP.ntres: 

Table 4.3 

Percentage of 1'1ale and Female Drop-outs in 
Relation to People Living Around the Adult 

Education Centres 

Sr. Sex 
No. 

General Category Scheduled Caste 

1. Male 4 7/c 

2. Female 45% 

The data in table 4 o 3 indicated that 4 1i~ male drop-

outs lived around the adult education centre were from 

general category, while 53;~ k:·elonged to the schedulPd 

castes. 

In case of female drop-outs, 45% belonged to qeneral 

category, 55% belonged to scheduled caste living around 

the adult education centres. 
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male schedulF=!d castes persistPrs (TnblP 1.7) while thPre 

were 53% scheduled caste drop-outs (TahJe 4o3). ln the 

same way there were 25% female scheduled caste persisters 

while there were 55% scheduled castes drop-outs. It showed 

the tendency at the part of the scheduled castes was more 

to drop-out of the adult education centres. There might be 

many factors responsible for this trend i.e. first 

generation learners, landless labour, ignorance, unawareness 

etc. However, there can be no denying thE> fact that location 

of the centres which was convenient to the high castes was 

also one of the factors to f~cilitate the high castes for 

attending the adult education centres ~nd to continue in 

them. 

4o3 Occupation-wise Distribution of Total 

Persisters and Drop-011ts: 

A broader survey of the persisters and drop-outs 

depicted that the rural population of the adult education 

centres concentrated into four categories i.e. Agriculture, 

Labour, Business and Household only. The business and 

household work are only the new occupations being adopted. 

Agricultural and labour has been their tr:,ditional occupa­

tions. However, when the data was compiled on the basis 

of occupations, it was noticed that with the exception of 
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five adults v:ho were engaq~d in business .:~nd th~ same 

number of persons ~10 were enqaged in hous~hold work, all 

other were labourers who hcd no land of their own but were 

doing agricultural labour o In other words the tot~l data 

belonged to the l~ndless agricultural labour. As such no 

comparison of different groups based on occupation was made 

and it was presumed that the total sample belonged to land-

less agricultural labour. 

4.4 Distribution of Drop-outs with Period of Attendance: 

categories i.eo those who attended for 5 days or less, 

those who attended between 6 to 10 days and also those who 

attended the centres for 10 to 15 days in all. The data 

so distributed has been compiled in tnble 4 o4 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Table 4o 4 

Percentage of l·l ~le Flnd Female in Drop-Outs 
in Relation to Their Period of Attending 

the Adult Education Centres 

Category 0-5 days 6 to 10 10 t') 15 
days days 

Total (31;~) (4"7X.) (/./.%) 
Drop-Outs 62 94 44 

Male 30 47 ?.3 
Drop-Outs 

Female 32 41 21 
Drop-Outs 

Total 

200 

100 

100 
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Th(' compilAtion of d:1t:1 in TahJ r:- -1.~ !>ltO'v-J~"'d the 

percentage of male and female drop-outs in relation to 

their period of attending the adult education centre. It 

shows that there were total 31% {total = 62) drop-outs who 

had attended adult education centre for 0 to 5 days. Out 

of which there were 30 male and 32 female drop-outs. In 

addition 4Tio drop-outs (Total = 94) had attended the adult 

education centre for 6 to 10 days out of which 47 were 

males and the same number was of femaleso In all 22% 

(Total=44) drop-outs had at tended the adult education centres 

for 10 to 15 days. lt incluc:l.ed 23 rn~les ~nd 21 females. In 

this way all the 200 drop-outs out of -..Ihirh 100 werP rn"l1es 

and 100 were females were distributed. The data did 

different durations i.e. 0-5 days, 6-10 d~ys and 10-15 days 

was distributed almost similarly in both the sexes indicat­

ing thereby that the group was homogeneous. 

4.5 Distribution of Persisters in Relation 

to Location of Adult Education Centres: 

In all five types of locations were being used to 

arrange the classes i.e. religious place, dharamsala, 

Panchayat Ghar, House of some ·person an(l Sch0ol. The data 

pertaining to persisters with their place of ce-ntres is 

given in Table 4.5. 
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Table 4.5 

Percentage of Male and female Persisters in 
Relation to the Place of i1.dult Education CPntre 

sr. Category Place of: the Centre 
No. of Relig- Vhnrarn- !-'an ch ay at ;;ny School"Total 

Persisters ious shala Ghar Pers-
Place ons 

House 

1. Male 24% 33% 0 0 43% 100 
Persisters 

2. Female 38% 0 18% 44% 0 100 
Persisters 

'l'hf' compiJation ot d;,t.~ pertaining to persist~r~ 

with the type of accommodation in Table 4.5 showed that 24% 

male attended their classes at religious place while 38% 

female persisters did s0. In all 33% male attended their 

classes at Dharamshala and' 43% male attended their class 

at school. In case of femule 18% attended their cli3sses at 

Panchayat Ghar, 44% did so at any person • s house. None of 

the males attended the class in Panchayat Ghar or any l!ody • s 

house. In case of females none attended the centre in 

dharamshala or school. However, the maximum males attended 

the centres which ""'ere located in school while maximum 

females attended the classes in some person's home. 

4.5.1 Distribution of Drop-outs in relation to 

Location of Adult Education Centres: 

The cata pertaining to drop-outs in rel3.tion to the 

location of the Centre sex-wise is compiled in Table 4.6. 
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Talde 4 .G 

Percentage of !'-1ale and Female Drop-outs in Relation 
to the Flr~ce of Adult E(l11cntlr.m (>,ntr 0 

Sr. Category Location of thP Centres 

No. of Religi- !Jharam- Pancha- /my School Total 
Drop-outs ous shala yat other 

Places Ghar house 

1. Male 58% 9% 0 33% 0 100 
Drop-outs 

2. Female 26% 0% 64% 0 100 
Drop-outs 

In all there were 58% male drop-outs who attendPd 

their classes at a religious place and 9Yo attended at 

Dharamshala, none at Panchayatghar, 33% attended their 

classes at some person 1 s house and no one did ~o rlt ~r.tn0l o 

ln view of female drop-outs 26~~ attended their classes 

at religious place, no one at Dharamshalr~, 10Yo attend at 

Panchayatghar, 64% did so at any person's house and no one 

did so at school. The maximum of those males who become 

drop-outs were located in the centres being run in religious 

place while maximum of those females who were drop-outs were 

located in some body's house. 

4.6 Distribution of Adult Lenrners in Accordance 

with the Accommodation in the Centre: 

It was noticed that at the most some centres had 

accommodation which consisted of two rooms. The data 
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pertaining to the persistPrs in accordnnce Hitll UJP 

accommodation of the centres, hns been compiled in Tr~ble 

4o7• 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Tablf'! 4.7 

Distribution of Persisters in accordance 
with the Accommodation of the Centre 

Category Accommodation in the Centre 
of 

Under Verandah One Rootn Two Room Persisters the 
tree 

Male 0 8''/ ;o 59;~ 33% 
Persisters 

Fern ale 0 :;u:.,y, 71 ~;, () 

Persisters 

T<)bd 

100 

lOIJ 

The data tnl:Julr~teri in T~hl, 11.1 !'~hmved thr'!t in r'lll 

there were 8% mRle persisters who attended ~1eir classes in 

Verandah, 59% attended their classes in centres of onP room 0 

33% did so in the buildings where there were two roomso 

However, there was no adult male persister who attended the 

class of centre under a tree. 

In case of female persisters 26% attended there 

classes in Verandah. 74% attended their classes where was 

one room. However, none of the female persisters was 

compelled to do toe study under the shadow of the tree or 

accommodated in such accommodation which had two rooms in it. 
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The data did inc1ic;:1tf' lh<lt the '-''Jt1CIO'ntr:1tl'm of 

both males and females was in the centrPs which were beinq 

run in one room. However, the sex difference has been 

noticed in centres wherein there w~re t•.·JO rooms. 1 n :'l 1 J 

33% males attended such centres but no female did so. 

4.6.1 Distribution of Drop-outs in accordance 

with the Accommodation of the Centre: 

The data pertaining to drop-outs dist.ributed on the 

basis of the accommodation of the centre has been compiled 

in Table 4.8. 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Tabl!' 4.P 

Distribution of Drop-outs in Accordance 
with the Accommodation of the Centre 

Category Accommodation in the Adult 
of Education Ce.ntre 
Drop-outs Under the Verandah One Two 

tree Room Room 

Male 25% 44% 31% 0 
Drop-outs 

Female 14% 67% 19% 0 
Drop-outs 

Total 

100 

100 

The statistics in Table 4.8 did reveal that there 

were 25% male drop-outs who had attended their classes under 

the tree, 44% had attended in verandah, 31% had attended 

in one room. .None was taught in a centre which had two 

room accommodation. 
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In case of female drop-outs 14% wer-e attended their 

classes under the tree, 67% attended their clnsses in 

verandahs, 19% attended their classes in one room. However, 

no drop-out was taught in a centre which h<=F~ two rooms. 

The data in Table 4.8 did reveal that the maximum 

of those who dropped out wer:e located in verandah i.e. 44% 

male and 67% feJLles. It had also been revealed that those 

who were taught under the shadow of trees become drop-outs 

while none of the persisters behaved likewise. 

4. 7 Distribution of Adult Learners in Accordance 

with Physical Facilities of Accommodation: 

The physical facilities of the accommod~tion were 

assessed with regard to boundary wall, airj, electricity, 

drinking water and cleanliness. 

4.7.1 Distribution of Adult Fersisters in Accordance 

with Physical Facilitees of Accommodation: 

The data pertaining to persisters with regard to 

physical facilities of accommodation has b0en compileo in 

Table 4. 9o The table sho .. t~ed that 100;~ rn<'ll~ [Jersisters 

stated that there was toundary wall around the complex, 

100% said that the situation was airy, 72;~ tBid that 

electricity facilities were available, 100;~ stat'=d wat~r 

supply was there, 96% stated that there vJas cle~nliness 

around the centre. 



Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 
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Table 4.9 

Percentage of the Male and Female Persisters in 
Relation to Their Essenti81 Physical Facilities 

Category Phlsical Facilities 
of Boundary Airy Electri- Water Clean lineae 
Persisters Wall city 

Male 100% 100% 72% 1000,4 96% 
Persisters 

Female 100% 100% 43% 100% 100% 
Persisters 

In case of female persisters 100% stated that there 

was boundary wall and the building was airy, 43X stated that 

electricity facility was available in the centre, 100% 

stated that drinking water facilities were proper and !00% 

stated that the centre was kept neat and clean. 

The availability of the centres of persisters did 

reveal that with _the exception of electricity which was 

available to 72% males and only 43% females, all other 

facilities wer• adequate for both male and female adult 

learners. 

4.7.2 Distribution of Adult Drop-outs in accordance 

with Physical Facilities of Accommodation: 

The data compiled in Table 4.10 showed that 100% 

male drop-outs stated that there was boundary wall around 

the centre, 100% stated that centre was airy, 41% stated 
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that electricity facility was available, 100% said that 

drinking water facility was proper and 100% said centre 

was kept neat and clean. 

Table 4,10 

Percentages of Male and Female Drop-Outs in Relation 
to Their Essential Facilities of Accommodation 

Sr. Category Ph~sical Facilities 
No. of Boundary Airy Electri- Water Cleanli-

Drop-outs city ness 

1. Male 100% 100% 41% 100% 100% 
Drop-outs 

2. Female 100% 100% 68% 100% 100% 
Drop-outs 

In case of female drop-outs 100% stated that there 

was boundary wall around the centre; 100% stated that centre 

was airy; 68% stated that electricity facility was proper1 

100% stated that drinking water supply was proper and 100% 

stated that centre was kept neat and clean. 

The over-all view of the physical facilities avail-

able to the adult drop-outs did show that with the exception 

of electricity which was available 41% for males and 68% 

for females, the other facilities, i.e. boundary wall, airy, 

water and cleanliness was of the same type for both the 

sexes. 



4.8 Distribution of Adult Learners with 

regard to Seating Arrangement: 

113 

In the centres of adult learning the facilities of 

seating arrangement were categorised with regard to chair, 

bench, carpet, Tat and no facilities that the adults brought 

their own gunny bags or so, to sit on it. 

4.8.1 Distribution of Adult Persisters 

with regard to Seating Arrangement: 

The facilities of seating arrangements with regard to 

the pe~sisters has been compiled in Table 4.11. The data ao 

compiled indicated that 61% male persisters stated that 

carpets were available, 15% revealed that Tats were used to 

sit on it while 24% stated that nothing was given to them for 

sitting and that they brought their own gunny bags to sit 

and study. 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.11 

Percentage. of Male and Female Persisters 
in Relation to Seating Arrangement 

Category Seating Arrangement 
of Chair Bench Carpet Tat Nothing 
Persisters 

Male 0 0 61% 15% 24% 
Persisters 

Female 0 0 92% 0 8% 
Persisters 

Total 

100% 

100% 
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In case of female persisters, 'J/.% st"ltr•d tl1<1t 

carpets were provided to them for sittino: gx, stated thot 

nothing was given to them for sitting <1nd that they brought 

their own gunny bags to sit in the centres. 

It was however, noted with regret that in none of 

the centre there were chairs or benches to seat the adult 

persisters. It was also revealed that the maximum of 

persisters centres had carpets to make them sit. It was 

62% with males and 92% with femaleso 

4.8.2 Distribution of Adult Drop-outs ~lith 

regard to Seating Arrangementsz 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.12 

Percentage of l·1ale end Fe111ale Drop­
outs in Relation to Seating Arrangement 

Category Seating Arrangernen t 
of Chair Bench Carpet Tat Nothing 
Drop-outs 

Male 0 0 35% 0 G5% 
Drop-outs 

Female 0 0 36% 0 6 4?~ 
Drop-outs 

Total 

100% 

100% 

The data pertaining to drop-outs with regard to their 

seating arrangement in the centre has been compiled in 

Table 4.12. It did show that only 33% male drop-outs stated 

that carpets were given to them for sitting, 65% stated 
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that nothing was given to them ior this purpose in the 

centres. 

In case of females, 36~ stated that carpets were 

given to them for sitting, 61~ stated that nothing was 

given to them for sitting in the centres. However, none 

of the centres had the facilities of chair, bench ;mel Tat 

for the purpose of seating for the drop-outs in the centres. 

It has also been revealed by the table that 65% of males and 

64% of the female drop-outs were not provided anything to 

sit in the class roomo It was also a matter of regret that 

none of the drop-outs i.e. male or female was provided with 

the facilities of chair or bench. The total picture of 

persisters and drop-outs did paint a picture in Hhich chairs 

and benches were non-existent in the centres of adult 

education being run by the Panjab University and selected 

for the conduct of this investigation. 

4.9 Distribution of Adult Learners with Regard to 

the Learning Haterial Provided in the Centres: 

In the centres of adult le~rners s0mP. f n~e m~t~rinl 

was provided to the learners for study S'lch r:ts ex~rcise 

book, pencil, book, slate, and chalk. llc.v.v".'V~"r, it was 

noticed that such facilities were not available in all the 

centres for all the lE>amerso The reason could be that 

these items were centrally purchased and there miqht be some 

difficulties in delivering these to the c".'n tr:eso 



4.9.1 Distribution of Adult Fersisters v;ith 

Regard to Learning f.laterial: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Tnl·lr 4o13 

Percentage of Mal~ an0 Female Persistnrs 
in Relation to Free Learning Materbd. 

Category Learn in Materiala 
of Exercise Pencils Books Slate 
Persisters books Chalk 

Male 82% 82% 100~, 1 00;~ 
Persisters 

:Female 100% 100/~ 82% g2% 
Persisters 
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Total 

100 

100 

The data pertaining to the learning material provided 

to the male and female persisters has been compiled in 

Table 4o13. It displayed that 82% male persisters stated 

that exercise books were given to them, 82% stated pencils 

were provided to them, 100% stated that two books were given 

to them, 100% stated that slate and chalk was also provided 

free of cost in the centre. They infonn,::·rl t.hat they were 

not to spend any money on these items for the execution of 

their study. 

In case of female persisters. 100% stated exercise 

books and pencils were provided to them, P2% stated thi.'lt 

books, chalk and slates were provided to th,:::m free of cost 
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and that they were not to spr>nd <myth ing fr·>rn their own 

pockets on these items. 

4o9.2 Distribution of Adult Drop-outs with 

Regard to the Learning t1aterial: 

sr. 
Noo 

1. 

2. 

Table 4o 14 

Percentage of Male and Female Drop-outs 
iri Relation to Free Learning Haterial 

Category Learn j n q r-t~. tE" ria 1 
of 

Exercise Pencils Books Slate/ Persisters 
Books Chalk 

Male 16% 137o 36% 63% 
Drop-outs 

Female 13% 13% 44% 78% 
Drop-outs 

Total 

100 

100 

The data has been compiled in Table 4.14 with regard 

to the free providing of lean1ing material to the drop-outs. 

It did depict that only 16% male drop-outs stated thnt 

exercise books were provided to them, 13;~ stnted pencils 

were made available to them, 36% stated books given to them 

and 6 3% stated that slate ;:,nci chalk wer~ <1 i vrn E r~,... 0 f r.rJst 

and that they were not to spend any thing on these i terns 

from their own pocket. 

In case of female drop-outs, 13;~ st"lted copies .;nd 

pencils were given to them, 44% stated books were made c:wail-

able to them, 78% stated that slates and chalk were provided 
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to them free of cost and they were not to .S£-'end any money 

on any of these items. 

4.10 Distribution of Adu 1 t Learners wi t.h 

Regard to Teachin'J t12terial: 

In order to teach a class or ~ group of students 

the companions of the teacher are black-board, chalk and 

duster. This type of material has a special significance 
• 

so for as the Adult Education Centre is concerned. The 

data pertaining to these facilities has been collected and 

compiled separately for males and females for both the 

persisters and drop-outs. 

4.10.1 Distribution of Adult Persisters witll 

Regard to Teaching !'-1aterial : 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.15 

Percentage of Male and Female Persisters 
in Relation to Use of Teaching Materials 

Category of Teaching Material 
Persisters Black Board Chalk Duster 

Male 100% 100% 85% 
Persisters 

Female 100i~ 100;~ 82/~ 
Persisters 

The data collected fr~m the centr~s with regard to 

the teaching material has been compiled in Table 4.15 which 

stated that 100% teach-:srs used bleck bo<'!rd ·"'r d ch ~ 1 k HI! ile 
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teaching, 85% stated that du0ter •.-l;=tS i:;.rr;vide•J for the 

teacher for cleaning the blnck board ti11rinq t~richin'1. 

In case of female persisters, 100;~ stf"'ted that their 

teachers used black board and chalk while teac~ing them and 

82% stated that teacher was provided with the duster for 

cleaning the black ·board during the teaching processo 

On the whole, it can be said that the position of 

bleck boerd, chelk and dusters was quite SRtisf~ctory in 

the adult education centres for persisters of both the 

sexes. 

4.10.2 Distribution of Adult Drot-J-outs with 

Regard to Teaching Haterial: 

Table 4.16 

Percentage of Hale and Female Drop-outs 
in Relation to the use of Teaching t·1aterial 

sr. Category of Teaching Material 
No. Drop-outs Black Board Chalk Duster Total 

1. Male 67% 67% 16% 100 
Drop-outs 

2. .Female 74% 69% 11}~ .100 
Drop-outs 

The data pertaining to the use of teaching material 

for male and female drop-outs has been compiled in Table 

4.16. It indicated that 677~ male drop-outs st?.ted that 
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their teacher used black bo<Jrd and chalk while teachinrJ 

them, only 16% stated that teacher used dustPr for clenn ing 

the black board during the process of teaching o 

In case of female drr)p-outs 71;~ AtAt.('d th~t th0rr' v1as 

black board in their class; 69;~ stated chalks were provided 

to the centre. Only 17% stated that teacher used dusters 

for cleaning the black board during the process of teaching. 

A significant fact revealed by the students in Table 

4.16 is that duster was not provided to many of the centres 

of the drop-outs i.eo 16% males and 17% females. 

An overall picture of the use of black board, chalk 

and duster of persisters and drop-outs did reveal that in 

case of persisters more teachers made use of these items 

than in case of drop-outs. 

4o11 Distribution of .Data of Adult Learners 

in Relation to Teaching Hethods: 

The preliminary survey of the methods of teaching 

used by the functionaries of adult education centres indicated 

that only four methods were- con side red by the adu 1 t education 

functionaries i.e. lecture method, discussion method, 

individual attention method and story telling method. The 

data was collected from the adult learners of both the types 
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-i.e. persisters and drop-out~ and hAs l.een CUIIIpilP.d in 

Tables 4.17 and 4.18. 

4.11.1 Distribution of Data of Adult Fersisters 

in Relation to Teaching Hethods: 

Table 4.17 

Percentage of Male and Female Persisters 
in Relation to Method of Teachin9 

Sr. Category Hethods of Teaching 
No. of Lecture Discussion Individual Story 

Persisters Method I1ethod Method Telling 
Method 

1. Male 62% 3E~Ya 0 0 
Persisters 

2. Female 60% 40% 0 0 
Persisters 

The data with regard to the methods of teaching of 

adult persisters has been compiled in Table 4o17. It did 

indicate that while 62% male adult learners stated that 

lecture method was used only 38% indicated that discussion 

method was applied to teach them. However, none of adult 

male persisters stated that individual attention method or 

story telling method was applied to teach them .. 

The data pertaining to females also reveal~d almost 

an identical statistics. Only 60% adult persisters stated 

that lecture method was used and 40% adult fe!rtnle persisters 
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stated that discussion method was used to teach them. 

However, none of the adult female persisters stated that 

either individual attention or story telling method was 

applied to teach them. 

4.11.2 Distribution of Data.of Adult Drop-outs 

in Relation to Teaching Methods: 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 1.18 

Percentage of Male and Female Drop-outs 
in Relation to Method of Teaching 

Category r1ethods of Te~ching 
of Lecture Discussion Individual 
Drop-outs Method Method Method 

Male 87% 13;~ 0 

Drop-outs 

Female 86% 14% 0 
Drop-outs 

Story 'Tell-
ing Nethod 

0 

0 

The data of adult drop-outs with regard to the 

teaching methods was compiled in Table 4.18, which did 

reveal that 87% of male adult learners had stated thi'lt 

lecture method was used to teach them and only 13% indi-

cated that discussion method was applied for the purpose 

of teaching. However, none of them revealed that either 

individual method or story telling method Has applied by 

the teachers. 
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\ihen the data pertaining to female drop-outs wc1s 

considered it was revealf"d th;-.t 86;~ of thf'rn st;"1t~'>d th;lt 

lecture method was applied upon them for teachinq and only 

14% of them revealed that discussion rnethor1 t0o was apJ>lied. 

However, none of them did indicate that either the 

individual method or story telling method was applied for 

the purpose of teaching. 

The overall picture of adult persisters and drop-outs 

of both the sexes revealed th~t for the purpose of teaching 

in Adult Education Centres only lee ture!'l and d i t;cu.ssion 

methods were made use of. Not to talk of other modern 

methods of teaching even individual method and story telling 

methods were not applied. 

4.12 Distribution of Adult Learners with regard to 

Teaching Aids Used in the Adult Leanling Centres: 

The facilities provided by the organisers of adult 

education centres for teaching models were not at all 

existent. However, the functionaries had ~rranged some .'3ids 

to make their teaching effectiveo These possible aids could 

be charts,_ pictures and models. The data pertaining ~o 

teaching aids for males and females persisters and drop-outs 

has been compiled in Table 4.19 and 4.20. 



'1.17ol Dlslt·illution of 1\dult 10t~.l1~lers t,;ltlt 

Regard to Teaching Aids: 

Table 4o19 

Percentage of Male and Female Fersif:tr.>rs 
in Relation to Use of Teachinq Aids 

Sr. Category 
No. of 

Persisters 

1. Male 
Persisters 

2. Female 
Persisters 

Teaching Aids 
Charts Pictures nodels 

42% 58% () 

53% 47Ya l} 

124 

----------

The data collected with regard to the te<'lching aids 

used (Table 4. 19) in thE' Adult Education Centres "' 1 th 

male persisters has indicated that 42% of functionaries 

used charts and 58% pictures as aids to teach the'll o However, 

none of the teachers used models ofto make their teaching 

effective. 

In case of female persisters 53% st~ted that their 

teacher showed charts; 4Tfo stated that their teachers used 

pictures while teaching them so as to make thf"'ir teaching 

effective. However, none of the functionaries used models 

to explain the things to them. 



4.12.2 Distribution of Adult Drop-outs 

vd, th Regard to Teaching Aids: 

Table 1o20 

Percentage of Hc:tle ~nd Fe:nale Drot-:-au ts 
in Relation to thP Use of Teachinq Ajds 

Sr. Category of 'l'eachin9 Aids 
No. Drop-outs 

Charts Pictures t1odels 

1. Male 19'/o 12% 0% 
Drop-outs 

2. Female 10% 20% 0% 
Drop-outs 
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The compilation of male adult drop-outs with regard 

to the use of teaching aids did reveal that when the 

infonnation of male adult drop-outs was analysed, only 15% 

stated that charts were used to teach them and 12/o dfd 

indicate that pictures were made use of, to make the things 

clear to them. 

In case of female drop-outs only 10% stated that 

teacher used charts, 20% stated that their teacher used 

pictures while teaching them, so as to make the rnatte rs 

clear to them. However, none of the teacher explained to 

them with the help of models. 

The overall picture of the use of teaching aids did 

reveal that persisters had reported more use of the charts 

and pictures than drop-outs. 
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11o13 Distribution u[ 1Jatr1 '"'lth Heg<l.rd t'.J in l'irne 

Providing of Reading and '.'lr i ting t1e1te.r ial: 

The learning material in the adult centrE's of 

teaching was to be provided by the organ isP.rs from their 

own resources. As the material was centrally purchased 

and then provided to the centres. There could be possibi-

lity of providing it in time or late. The separate data 

of persisters and drop-outs for males and fern ales was 

collected and thus placed in two tables i.e. 4.21 and 4.22. 

4.13.1 Distribution of Timely Supply of Reading 

and Writing Material to Persisters: 

Sro 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.21 

Percentage of Timely Supply of Reaning and 
Writing Material to t-l<:~le and Female Adult 

Persisters 

Cateogory of In Time Sllpply of Headinq 
Persisters Writin3 Material 

Yes No 

Male 100% 0 
Persisteors 

Female 100% 0 
Persisters 

and 

The data with regard to the timely supply of 

providing reading and writing material to persisters free 

of cost has been compiled in Table 4.21. The analysis of 

the data did reveal that all the 10~h males as well as 
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females did indicate that reading and writing material was 

provided to them in time. 

4.13 0 2 Distribution of Timely Supply of Reading 

and Writing Haterial to Dr::>p-outsz 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.22 

Percentage of Timely Supply of Reading and 
Writing Material to t-1ale and Fem~lf"' r~rl11lt 

Drop-outs 

Category of In time Supply of Reading 
Drop-outs and Writing Material 

Yes No 

Male Drop-outs 35% 65% 

Female Drop-outs 30?1. 70% 

The data compiled in Table 4.22 pertaining to drop-

outs with regard to the timely supply of reading and writing 

material did indicate that 35% male drop-outs stated that 

they got free reading and writing material in time, wh·ereas 

65% stated that they did not get free reading and writing 

material in time. 

In case of female drop-outs 30% stated that they got 

free reading and writing material in time, whereas 70% stated 

thAt they did not get free reading and writing material in 

time. 
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1\. peep into the st~ti~tic!3 did iwHce'lt':'d thrtt tllo~e 

adu 1 ts \oJhO got in time supply of free mrtt'? rinl wAre c~n t 

per cent persisters while out of those 11-:ho did not get the 

supply in time majority became drop-outso Thi5 was 

indicative of the fact that the supply of in time readinq 

and writing material was better with persisters than drop-outs. 

4.14 Distribution of Data with Regard to the 

Motivation by Teachers1 

One of the factors which takes the adults to the 

adult learning centres and make them to stick to it is 

motivation. Once they are motivated to come to the centre 

of adult education, it is essential to continue to motivate 

them for their continuation in the process of adult 

education. The data has been tabulated in two tables for 

persisters and drop-outs separately for males and fernnles. 

4o14o1 Distribution of Data of Persisters witi1 

Regard to Motivation by Teachers: 

Table 4.23 

Percentage of Male and Female Persisters 
Motivated by the Teachers 

Sro Category of 
No. Persisters 

Motivation by the Teacher 
Yes No 

1. Male Persisters 95% Sol ,o 

2. Female Persisters 100% O% 



129 

The datr1 pertaining to the rnotivati-::>n got frotn 

teacher by adult education persisters is compiled in Table 

4.23. It did indicate that 95}o male persisters stated that 

their teacher motivated them to join the adult education 

centres and also continuing in adult education process~ 

However, 5% male persisters stated that their teacher did 

not motivate them to continue in adult education. 

In case of feme\le persiflters 100% stnted th"t th~lr. 

teachers motivated them to join the adult education centres 

and also to continue in it. None of them, ho.,.1ever, felt 

that teacher did not motivate them. 

4.14.2 Distribution of Data of Drop-outs with 

Regard to .Hotivation by Teachers: 

Table 4.21 

Percentage of Male and Female Drop­
outs Motivated by the Teachers 

Sr. 
No. 

Category of 
Drop-outs 

Motivated by the Teacher 
Yes No 

1. Male Drop-outs 391o 61% 

2. Female Drop-outs 75% 

The compilation of data with regard to motivation 

by teachers in Table 4.27 of drop-outs did indicate that 

39% males did feel that they .,.1ere firstly motivated to join 

the adult education centres by the teacher and that their 

/ 
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teachers further motivated them t0 crJntinue in 1t. The 

remaining 61% st.:1ted thnt thPir teacher did not rnotivnte 

them for ndult educntion. 

In case of female drop-outs, 75Yo stated th<1t their 

teacher motivate them for adult education whereas 25% 

stated that their teachers did not motivate them for adult 

education programme. 

The over-all picture of the mot i v<1tion o£ the ;v'lu 1 t 

learners to join the centres and then to continue in them 

did indicate that the persisters were more m0tivated than 

drop-outs to join and to continue in the process of adult 

education. It did show that motivation by the teachers 

was an important factor for continuing in the adult 

education progr~nme. 

4.15 Distribution of Data with Regard 

to Sex of thP Teachc.rs: 

In adult education centres, both ~RlP nnd fem~le 

teachers taught the adult learners of both the sexes. 

The separate data pertaining to teachers of different 

sexes of persisters and drop-out-s has been compiled in 

Tables 4.25 and 4.26. 
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4.15.1 Distribution of Data of Persisters with 

Reoard to the Sex of the Teachers: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 4.25 

Percentage of ~1ale and Female Persisters 
in Relation to the Sex of the Teacher 

Category of Male Teachers Female Teachers 
Persisters 

Male Persisters 92% R''' -· 10 

Female Persisters 07'/~ 93Yo 

Total 

100 

100 

The data pertaining to the sex of the teacher of 

persisters has been compiled in Table 4.2 5. In all 92% 

male persisters stated that their teacher was male and only 

8% stated that their teacher were females. 

ln case of female, 7/o stated that their teacher 

was male, 93% stated that their teacher were females. 

4 0 15 0 2 Distribution of Data of Drop-outs with 

Regard to the Sex of the Teachers: 

Table 4.26 

Percentage of Mal!" and Female Drop­
outs in Relation to the Sex of Teacher 

Sr. Category of 
No. Drop-outs 

Male Teachers Female Teachers Total 

1. Male Drop-outs 

2. Female DrJp-outs 

85% 

9
,, 
/0 

15% 100 

91% 100 
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The sample of ::Jrr)r-'>u ts has been campilP.d in Tnble 

4o26 with regard to the sex of th_e teachers" It did 

indicate th"lt 8SYo m;:3le dro!-'-outs st.atPd thnt th~'>ir t~achers 

were males only 15;~ stated that their teachers were ff'?rnnlPo 

In case of female drop-outs. 9;~ stated that tiiP ir 

teacher was male. whereas 91% stated thAt their teacher was 

femaleo 

The statistics with regard to thr~ !Jf":< •Jf th~" U·l'lchers 

in the adult education centres did gave an indication that 

mostly the male adult learners were teaching the m.:JlP~ 

whereas the female adult learners were tau~ht by the fPmale 

teacherso 

4.16 Distribution of Data with Regard to 

their Opinion of the Teacher: 

The opinion of the adult learners \vi th regard to 

the punctuality and his relation with thl? learners h~s been 

collected and compiled in two tables sep"lrrltPJy for 

persisters flnd drop-outs. 



4o16ol Distribution of l'Pr~Jisters with Hegard 

to their Opinion of the Teachers: 

Table 4o27 

Percentage of HRle ;:jnd Female Persisters 
in Relation to Their Opinion for Teacher 
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Categocy Vunctual i t:;t Relation with the Learners 
of Daily Reaches Do~s Teaches Soc.ial Good 
Persisters visit in Time Teaches with Rell'ltion 

el~ss Regard v;ith 
Daily for Learners 

Learner~ 

Male 100% 97% 92% 73% 33% 85% 
Persisters 

Female 100% 100% 98% 70% 7Q% 97% 
Persisters 

The data with regard to the opinion of the adu 1 t 

learners for their teacher from persisters has been compiled 

in Table 4.27. It did state that 100% rnule persisters stated 

that their teacher daily come to the centre and 97% stated 

that their teacher come in time, 92% stated that their teacher 

taught them or taught the class, 73% stated that teacher 

taught with regard, 33% stated that their teacher was social 

and 85% stated that their t~ach~r l·u=•pt qowl rrolation~ wfth 

them. 

In case of female persisters, 100% ~tr'ltE'd th;"lt tl1eir 

teacher visited centre daily and reached there in ti'lle, 98% 

stated that their teacher taught the class daily, 70% stated 

that teacher taught them with regard, 70;~ stated that their 
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teacher was social, 97% stated teacher had good relations 

with studentso 

4.16.2 Distribution of Drop-outs with Regard 

to their Opinion for Teacher: 

: Table 4o28 

Percentage of f'1<1le .:-md Fern ale Dro[-'-'JU t~ 
in Relation to Their Opinion f0r TeAcher 

Category 1-unctuali t:r Relation Hith the 
of Dally Reaches Uoes Tfl<'\ches 3ocial 
Persisters Visit in Time Teacher with 

to the teaches Regard 
Centre Daily 

1. Male 100% 78% 87% 47% 41% 
Drop-outs 

2. Female 100% 98% 74% 46% 4 9 '}~ 
Drop-outs 

Learners 
Good 
Rf'>lation 
Hith 
Le<'\rners 

71;~ 

63% 

The data pertaining to the opinion of the teacher 

with regard to his punctuality and opinion has been 

compiled in Table 4.28o 

The analysis of the data in Table 4 o 2 8 stated thrlt 

100% male drop-outs reported that their teacher visited 

the centre daily, 78% st~ted that teacher tC~ught at til.,. 

centre in time, 87% stated that teacher t<'\uoht the cl~~s 

daily, 47% stated that teacher taught students with regard, 

41% stated that their teacher was social, 74% stated teacher 

had good relations with students 0 
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In c2s~ o£ female <J.rr;u-outs 100 '. ~~t~ted that teacher 

visited the centrP daily, <~G;::, stFJtr->d th'1t- t·pachrr rei'\cl!ed 

the centre in time, 74~ st2ted teacher t"'l1ht the clAss 

daily, 46% stated teacher taught with req~rrl, 49~ stated 

teacher \>Jas s·)clal, 63;~ stutr:>d th""t to.ocher k.eiJt gaod 

relation with learners. 

4.17 Distribution of Adult Learners with regard ta the 

Public Opinion for the 1\dult Education Centres: 

The adult learners did feel that different types of 

feelings were expressed ~i the putlic on adult education 

centre i.eo Opinion of the Public, Fanchayat, effect of 

groupism and ca~teismo 

investigation and h8d been reporte-j .in t· ... ·'J rlif feren t tables 

giving the opinion of {Jersisters and r:lrot:-·:Juts. 

4ol7ol Distribution of Fersisters with 

Hegnrd to the l'uLlic Uplniun: 

Table 4.29 

Percentaqe of MalP an~ Femalo r~r~i~ters in R~lation 
to l'ublic Opinion for 1\dul t Erluca t lr.Jn c,-..n tre 

Sr. Category Behaviour of the Grou£_ 
Noo of Public Panchayat Effect a.f Effect (Jf 

Persisters Interest Ot.Jinion Groupis:n Casteisrn 

1. Male 75% 62% g% 11% 
Persisters 

2. Fern ale 82% 81% 1r1 
.,, 
.o 12 % 

Persisters 
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The opinion of the per~isters with regard to diff~r-

ent groups was collected <md has been rop:;rted in Tnllle 

4.2 9 0 The compilation of data in the tnbl~ rHd shmv that 

75% male persisters stated that public hatl got interest in 

the adult education, 62% rnal~ persisters stated that 

panchayat took interest, 8% stated that groupisrn in the 

village had its ef feet on the adult education and 11% did 

state that caste ism did effect the i'!dult educatir:m centre. 

In case of female persisters, 82% stated that public 

took interest in adult educAtion, 81% st<:lt'-""d thf-lt panch::,y~t 

took interest in adult education, 14/~ statetl groupism h;:.d 

its effect on adult education, 12% stated that caste.isrn left 

its effect on adult education. 

4.17.2 Distribution of Drop-outs with 

Regard to the Public Opinion: 

TablP. 1.30 

Percentage of Male and Female Drop-outs in Relation 
to Public Opinion for Adult Education Centre 

Sr. Category Behaviour of the Gr:JUE 
No.· of Public Panchayat Effect of Effect of 

Drop-outs Interest Opinion Group ism Caste ism 

1. Male 42% 30% 1% o% 
Drop -outs 

2. Female 39% 30% O% 0 % 
Drop-outs 
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The data of drop-outs ~ .. Ji th rerJaru tu their impression 

of different groups on adult education centres has been 

compiled in Table 4 0 30. It did indicate th<Jt in all -12:~ 

malt"! drop-outs stnted th nt public to'Jk in ten" ~t in til"'! 

centre, 36% stated that panchayat took interest in adult 

education, 1% stated groupism had its effect on adult 

education. However, no one had indicated that casteism had 

effected the adult education. 

In case of female drop-outs, 39% stated that public 

takes interest in adult education, 30% stntl?d thct pcnchayat 

took interest in adult education programrne. However, none 

of the adult leamers deposed that either the groupisrn or 

casteism had any effect on the adult educotion pr':)grammeo 

4.18 Over-all Picture of Persisters and Drop-outs: 

The over all picture of the data pertnin lng to the 

persisters and drop-outs did show that on most of the 

variables i.e. fRcilities, sltut'ltion, opinion .-mrl co-opr>r­

ation of different sections of the society, the situation 

was almost identical with.both male and female adult lenrner 

persisters and drop-outs in all the eight centres of adult 

leamers situated in Ludhiana District of Punjab and looked 

after by the Panjab University, Chandigarh. '.::'he situation 

in these centres were such \vhich did indicate that the 

centres had many inherit weaY~esses. 
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better facilities than the drop-outs. Hor:ever, it will 

not be possible to conclude that better facilities could 

be the reasons for making the adult ler.lrrH'•rs as persisters 

as this fact had not been providedo Needless to say that 

if the facilities are further improved, it rnny be possible 

to further improve the figures of persisterso 
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CHAPTER V 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSS!~ or DATA 

Sol Introductions 

In order to find out if different ••riablea i.e. sex, 

age, •uital statu•• f•ily structure, income, caate and 

intelligence discrt.inated between the status of adult 

learner persister• and drop-outs, the data waa treated by 

applying two type• of statistics i.e. x2 teat and t-test, as 

was the -.itability Df the data tab•lated in different tables. 

It had been analysed, di•cussed and treated in this chapter 

•o aa to draw acientifie conclusions. 

5.2 Comparison of Persiaters and Drop-outs 
on the Basis of Sex and Caste a 

In the nine tables i.e. S.la and 5.11, the comparison of 

males and feMales of general categories. scheduled castes and ' 

backward claaa had been •ade so as to draw a picture of 

s.2.1 Compariaon of General Cateqory Adult Learneraa 



Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5 .1a 

Compari•on of Male and Female Persisters 
and Drop-outs Belonging to General Category 

of Adult Learners 

Sex Persiaters Drop-outs 

General CateQOry 37 45 
Male 
General cateQory 41 32 
F•ale 
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:.x. with 
Level of 
SiSJ!!ificanee 

1.88 

The data tabulated in table Sola indicated the co.pari.on 

of male and f•ale. persi•ters and drop-outs of general ca te90.ry 

of adult learner•• In all there were 82 male adult learner a 

i.e. 37 persi•tera and 45 drop-outs and 73 female adult learner• 

i.e. 41 peraiatera and 32 drop-outa. The Yalue of :x, 2 test waa 

found to be 1.88 which was statistically insignificant. 

The statistically insignificant difference between the 

persisters and drop-outs of general category adult learner• on 

the Yariable of sex. did indicate that the groups did not 

discriminate between different sexes i.e. males and fe.ale• 

and that the groups were homogeneous and behaYed in the similar 

way. 

'!be ailllilar type of persisting and drop-out Qroupa of 

males and females of general category, could be attributed to 

the fact that, in Punjab the rural society was basically 

agricultural. The agriculture has now become so scientific 
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and mechanised that the agriculturists have not to work with 

the ••e intensity throughout the year !.eo there are slack 

seasons and peak seasons. When there are peak seasons, both 

males and fe.alea become equally busy in their a<;~ricul tural 

activities. For example when the work of planting paddy is 

done. the males alongwith the labour go to work in the field. 

the waaen folk become a equally busy because f iratly their 

reaponaibilJ.ties at home increaae and they are to look after 

the cattles and to feed them. Secondly they are to prepare 

meals not only for the family member• but for the labour alao 

and to fetch that to the place of work. so when the load of 

work in the field increases, both 111ales and female• become 

equally buay and thus cut the classes of adult education and 

bec01ne drop-ou ta. When they are comparatively free. the adult 

learners have time to attend the classes too. However, the 

fact remain• that when the adult learners drop-out even 

temporarily • many of them do not re-start their adult 

education programme and thus become drop-outs. Thus the load 

of work is so distributed that the adult leamers of both the 

sexes behave in the similar manner which leads them to become 

identical amongst persisters and drop-outs. 

The insiCJilificant difference between persisters and drop­

outs of males and females of general category of adults 

confirmed the findings of Bhandari (1978) who had found no 
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significant difference between persisters and drop-outs. with 

respect to age, sex, caste, marital status, occupation, 

affiliation with economic, social and political organisa-

tional group, exposure to schooling Jn childhood, size of 

landholding and u•e of improved agricultural practices. 

'lbe insignificant differences of male and female adult 

learners on per•istence and drop-outs behaviour could also be 

attributed to the fact that due to the social change, the line 

of di•tinction between male and female labour was becoming 

c011paratively blur and both of them might have behaved in 

almost the similar way in accordance with the availability of 

time at their disposal. 

5.2.2 Comparison of Scheduled Caste Hale and Female 

Adult Learners• 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table s.tb 

Comparison of Male and Female Scheduled 
Castes Persisters and Drop-outs Adult 

Leamer a 

Sex Persisters Drop-outs X with Le•el 
of Signifi-
cance 

Scheduled Caste 47 41 
Male 

2. 44 
Scheduled Caste 38 53 
Female 
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The picture painted in case of scheduled caste adult 

learner persisters and drop-outs, males and females in table 

S.lb did indicate that in all there were 88 male scheduled 

caste adult learners i.e. 47 persisters and 41 male drop-outs 

and 91 female adult scheduled caste learners i.e.38 persisters 

and 53 drop-outs. The .x2 value of the comparison of 

scheduled castes too did not indicate any significant 

difference between the male and female cateoories of drop-oats 
2 and persisters and scheduled caste adult learners tx •2.44). 

The statistically insignificant difference between 

scheduled caste male and female persisters and drop-outs did 

indicate that the adult learners of both the sexes were simi-

larly prone to drop-out and persistence phenomenon. It could 

be attributed to the fact that in Punjab most of the scheduled 

castes are landless labours, who are engaged by the aorieul tur­

iat lan4 ownera. ln •oat of the cases the labour who is called 

co-sharer (SIRI) works for the land owner. His wife also works 

at his residence and assists the wife of the land owner and 

looks after the cattlea, milch them and dispose of their 

waste. The land lord keeps both the male and female labour of 

scheduled castes equally busy £rant sun rise to sun set and 

during the peak season their work load further increaseso In 

nut shell both the males and females belonging to scheduled 
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castes are kept equally busy by the landlord, which might 

have made them identical in their becoming persistent.s and 

drop-outs fraa the adult learning classes. 

The insignificant differ8nce of mal@ &no femsle sdult 

learners in their persistence and drop-out behaviour could 

also be attributed to the fact that with the social ehanQe in 

the rural areas of Punjab, the scheduled caste cateQory of 

people miQht ha~• become politically quite alive and started 

realising the value of education. This ,.ight have generated 

a type of consciousness amongst the scheduled caste learners 

which •ight be makinQ both the sexes behave similarly in the 

variables of persistence and drop-out. It could also be 

attributed to the fact that social change might be making the 

difference between the behav ioura of both the sexes similar 

aa •ore and •ore CJirls are now joining waged employ•ent 

outaicle the h011e and thus becoming equally viable economia 

units in the families, which might be a factor responsible 

for insignificant differences in their becoming persistent• 

and drop-outs. 

The ineignificant difference between scheduled caste 

male and female drop-outs partially confirmed the findings of 

Bhandari (1978) who had found that no significant difference 

~ist~ hetw~n th~ persister~ and drop-outs with regard to 
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age, sex, caste, marital status, occupatio~ affiliation with 

economic, social, political organisational groups, exposure 

to schoolinQ in childhood, size of land holding mtd use of 

improved agricultural practiceso 

5.2.3 Comparison of Backward Class Adult Male and 

•emale Learnersa 

sr. Sex 
No. 

Table 5.1c 

Comparison of Male and Female Backward Clas• 
Persisters and Drop-outs Adult Learner• 

Persisters Drop-outs Jt with 
Level of 
Significance 

1. Bae)tward Claa• 16 14 
Male 0.17 

2. Backward Cla•• 21 15 
Female 

'!be tabulation of data pertaining to backward clas• 

adult leamer• who were per•isters and drop-out• of both the 

aexea in table S.lc did indicate that there were only 30 male 

i.e. 16 peraiater• and 14 drop-out• and 36 females i.e. 21 

persister• and 15 drop-outs. The comparison on the baaia of 

aex compared of persister• and drop-outs reYealed that the 

value of X 2 was 0.17 which was statistically insignif !cant. 

The insignificant difference between male and female 

backward cla•• persisters and drop-outs, did indicate that 

there existed little difference between persisters and drop-out• 
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when compared on the baais of sex. It did reYeal that the 

adult learners of backward class male and female persister• 

and drop-outs was similar and did not discriminate amongst 

them. 'lhese findings partially confirmed the results of the 

study of Bhandari (1978) who along with other reaulta had 

found that no significant difference existed between peraiatara 

and drop-outa with reapect to their caste and sex. 

The insignificant difference might be attributed to the 

fact that in rural areaa of Punjab mostly the backward claaa 

people were landleaa labour and both male and females were to 

work outside their home a on waged employment with the 

landlord. All this might have made them equally bt2.sy and 

.. i;ht ha'Ye raised similar type of motivation for adult 

education. '!heir bein9 busy with the bread esrnin9 proceaa 

during agricultural peak seasons might have made them to droP­

out of the adult education centres thus paving the similar way 

for peraiating in the adult educational process. It could 

alao })e attributed to the fact that due to social change and 

effect of the aasa •edia and equalisation of opportunities. 

both the sexea Might have become equally moti•ated for adult 

education and landlords might not be objecting to the conti­

nuing of their education in adult education centres during 

slack seaaons. The political consciousness of such classes 

which had since long been supreaaed by the dominent classes, 
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might have also motivated both the sexes to continue in the 

adult education process. This might have made them to 

divide both the sexes of backward class adult learner•• 

similarly ~ongat persiaters and drop-outs. 

5.2.4 Comparison of Total Male Sample and General 

Catego;r Male Adult Learneraa 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table S.ld 

Comparison of Total Hale Sample and General 
Category Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X with 
Level of 

Significance 

Total Males 100 100 
o.ss 

Male (General 31 45 
Category) 

The c:o.parison of total male sample and general eateQOry 

of male persister• and drop-outs of adult learner• in table 

S.ld, did indicate that there was a total group of two hundred 

adglt leaznera. Thia group conaiated of equal number of 

peraiaters and drop-outa i.e. 100 each. '!be qroup of malea 

of general category consisted of 82 adult learnera. Amon;at 

them 37 were peraiaters and 45 were drop-outs. '!be appli­

cation of X 2 test on the total male sample and general 

category Male persisters and drop-outs did indicate that the 

group differed only at insignificant level (X 2• 0 0 55 -

statistically insignificant). 
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The statistically insignificant difference between 

9eneral category males and total male groups of persiatera 

and drop-outa, did indicate that the groups did not differ 

with eaeh other and beha•ed similarly on persistence and 

dropo-out •ariables. 'l'hia might be attributed to the fact 

that the total rural group of the adult learn era and general 

c:ate9ory male learnera, were similar amongst drop-outs and 

peraiaters because they belonged to the •~e strata of 

society in which there were preasurea and counter preaaurea 

for eamin9 of bread and butter and also going in for adult 

education. The social change might ha•• made the• conacioaa 

about the need of adult education and they might haYe joinecl 

the classea. However, the lftounting pressure of wage eaming 

•ight be the reason for their drop-outo It could also be 

attributed to the fact that in Punjab •ost of the ruralists 

are agricul turiata, and did not have the aame type of 

preaaure of work throuCJbout the yearo At certain times, 

while aowing and reaping of the crops, the pressure was such 

that many of the. •ight hne been compelled to cut the adult 

education claaaes. Once they had started cutting the 

classes, then it might have so happened that many of them 

would not have rejoinecl and thus become drop-outso The 

sbtilar type of phen0111enon of the total group as well as the 

•ale adult learners of general categories on the Yariable of 
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persistence and drop-out might be attribut~d to the fact 

that in most of the centres, the programme was so poorly 

orQaniaed with little learning facilitiea that there might 

be similar t:ype of attraction for the adult learners to 

become peraiatera and drop-out• in aeeordance with their 

moti~ ation o 

5o2 0 5 Co•earison of Total Male Group and Scheduled 

Castes Male Peraiatera and Drop-o•taa 

.sr. 
Ho. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.1e 

Comparison of Total Male Persisters and Drop-outs 
with the Male Scheduled Caste Persisters and 

Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X 
with LeYel of 
Significance 

Total Malea 100 100 
Oo28 

Seheduled Caste 47 41 
Hale 

'Ibe tabulation of data in table Sole indicating the 

ea.parison of total male group of persisters and drop-outa 

with acheduled caate •ale peraiatera and drop-outa depicted 

that there were two hundred total male adult learners conaia-

ting of 100 peraiatera and 100 drop-outs and 88 male 

seheduled caste adult learners i.e. 41 persister• and 41 

drop-outao 'l'he Yalue of X 2 
was found to be infliqnifict~tn t 

2 
(X • 0.28 - statistically insignificant) o 
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The insignificant difference between the total c;~roup 

of persisters and d~op-outs and scheduled caste male 

persisters and drop-outs did indicate that both the groups 

had the aimilar type of persisters and drop-outs and they 

did not disc.l'iWiinate with each other. It might be attributed 

to the fact that both the total sample •ale• and the schedu­

led caate 11ales belonged to the same type of strata of rural 

PunJab. wherein the problem of adjustment of work at hame 

and in the field. was not the same throughout the year but 

differed with the crrops and weather conditions. At times. 

the rural agriculturiats were o.erburdened·and started their 

work early in the morning and continued with it till late at 

night. There are certain •onths of the year when they ha'Ye a 

little work to doo If auch a group goe• in for the adult 

education classes. then many o£ them will have to drop-out. 

out of compulsion. SOlie of them might be so much moti•ated 

that they again re-start with the adult education programme. 

but many of them did not do ao and thua become drop..out•o 

'lhese droP-O•ts. generally were of the same type amongat the 

total Male vroup and •cheduled caste ~ales as they •ight be 

gene~ally engaged in aillilar type of labour and also belonged 

to the •-• strata of aociety. It could also be attributed 

to the aocial conditions which might be of the similar kind 
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for both the groups i.e. total group and sch~du1ed caste 

male leamers, in which much immediate gain might not be 

~isualised by them out of adult education programme aa it 

had been organised and was viewed by the social set UPo In 

fact, a deep con~iction and •oti~ation which was needed to 

continue in the adult education programme, mi(Jht be of the 

sJ.ilar lnel in both the group•, thentby depicting the 

•inlilar type of persisters and drop-outs amongst both the 

groups. 

5.2.6 Comparison of Total Male Group and Backward Clasa 

Male Persister• and Drop-outsa 

Table 5.1£ 

Comparison Between Total Male Group and 
Backward Class Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

SX'o Group 
No. 

1. TOtal Males 

2. Backward Class Males 

Persisters ·orop-outs X. with 
LeYel of 
SiQilificance 

100 100 
0.12 

16 14 

1be compilation of data in table 5.1£ pertaining to the 

total male sample of the study i.e. two hundred consisting of 

100 persisters and 100 drop-outs and backward class males 

numbering only, 30 out of whom 11 were persisters and 14 dropee 

outs, did show that ~alue of X 2 was 0.12, which was statisti­

cally insignificant. The insignificant difference between the 
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persisters and drop-outs of the total sample and male 

backward class drop-outs and persisters went to indicate 

that both the groups behaYed likewise. in the sub-groups of 

persisters and drop-outs. 'Ihe similar type of drop-out and 

persistent group beha~iour of the total male group and 

backward class male adult learners. could be attributed to 

the type of labour which these Qrou.ps were to do in rural 

econorq of Punjab, which is primarily an agriculturists state. 

in which almost all those who attended the adult leaminv 

classes were directly and indirectly inYolved in the profession 

of agricultural labour. In the agricultural sector of Punjab. 

there are peak seasons as well aa slack seasonao In peak 

seasons all the labour would have been so busy and engaged 

that they were to work from Bmall hours in the morning till 

late at nighto Those who attended to such adult education 

centres. qenerally cut their classes and many of them did oo 

in for it nen more than a montho Those who did not attend 

the adult education centres for quite some time. or later on 

did not join them became drop-outs. HoweYer, some of them 

might haYe re-started to attend the classes and thus become 

persisters. Those who behaved in the above ways were almost 

of the same type amonost the total group aa well as male 

backward class adult learnerso This could also be attributed 

to the social atmosphere in which much Yalue was not attached 
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to adult education programme as it did not bring any immed-

iate economic gain to the l~amers. In fact, those who were 

atrongly moti•ated either did not drop-out and continued with 

the classes or rejoined it after some time. Such peoples or 

leamera Might be sintilarly distributed •onoat both the 

groups of the adult leamers and thua depicted only inaiQDi• 

ficant difference between them. .It could also be attributed 

to the poor quality of senice, material. methods of teachin9• 

physical facilities that only those who were highly moti~ated 

might have been continuing in such groups and all others •ight 

ha~e dropped out of the adult education programme and sueh 

learners mi9ht be st.ilarly distributed amongst the total male 

sample and backward class Male adult learners. as all of theM 

belonged to the same strata of the social set up. 

5.2.7 Comparison of Total Female and General Category Femaleas 

Table 5.1Q 

Sro 
NOo 

1. 

2. 

Comparison Between Total Pemale and General 
Category l"enaale Groups of Persisters and 

Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X- with Le~el 
of Si911ifi-
cance 

Total l'entalea 100 100 
0.81 

Female (General 41 32 
Category) 
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'lhe data in table s.tg pertaining to the comparison 

of female persisters and drop-outs belonoino to general 

cate;ory and the total female sample of the in-.estigation 

did indicated that the total sample consisted of 200 adult 

learners out of whom 100 were persisters and 100 were drop­

outs, while females of general eate;ory consisted of 73 

adult learner women out of who. 41 were persisters and 32 

were drop--outs. 'lbe "Yalue of X 2 of persisters and drop--o11ts 

of the total sample and the similar type of groups of general 

cate;oey of female learners was found to be insignif ieant 

be 2 • o.at - statistically insignificant). 

The insi9nificant difference between the persisters 

and drop--outs of the total female sample and general cate;ory 

of female adult lea.nters did indicate that both the groups 

had the similar type of learners pertaining to similar type 

of persisters and drop-outs. The similarity in persistence 

and drop-outs in both the groups i.e. total sample of faaales 

of general eategory • 111i~t be attributed to the fact that in 

rural agricultural sector of Punjab the work load in peak and 

slack seasons was of the same type on the total f tl'l'lale group 

and general category females. As such during the peak season 

most of the adult female learners might ha'Ye cut their 

learning programme and missed the classes. The result might 
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be that Bome of them who Beemed to be simil8rly distributed 

amongst the total female sMtple and the females of the 

9eneral category. might not be so moti~ated that after the 

peak season they rejoined the classes and thus become 

drop- outs. Similarly some of them who seemed to be highly 

moti~ated and similarly distributed amongst the total female 

sample and females of the general category • might ha'Ye 

rejoined the classes and thus become persisters. It could 

also be attributed to the fact that the level at which the 

adult centres were being run with little facilities, poor 

methods of teaching• the females of general category and 

also the total sample of the study • might have been poorly 

moti~ated to continue in the adult education process or 

centres and beha.ed simil8rlyo It could also be attributed 

to the fact that there were no immediate economic gains of 

adult leamers in the rur8l Punjab. which nlight have similarly 

distributed the moti~ation amongst persisters and drop-outs 

in the total female group as well as general category of adult 

female learners of general category. All this mioht ha~• 

depicted only the insignificant difference between persisters 

and drop-outs of the total female sample as well as the 

females of general category of adult learnerso 
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5.2.8 comparison of Total Female Sample and Female 

Scheduled caste Drop-outs and Persisteraa 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Group 

Table 5.1h 
Comparison Between Total Sample of Female• 
and Scheduled Caste Female Persisters and 

Drop-outs 

Persiaters Drop-outs .X with 
Level of 
Significanct 

Total Female 100 100 
1.70 

Scheduled Caste 38 53 
Female 

The compilation of data in table S.lh did indicate that 

in the total female sample there-were two hundred adult 

learners and 100 of them were persisters and 100 were drop-

outs. Amongst 91 scheduled caste females# there were 38 

persiaters and 53 drop-outs. The ~alue of :X. 
2 did indicate 

that only insignificant difference existed between them 

( x, 
2 

• 1. 70 - statistically in significant). 

The statistically inai9nificant difference between 

persiaters and drop-outs of the total aanple and s.illilar 

group of the scheduled caste females did indicate that the 

groups were identical in their share of persisters and drop­

outs. 'lhe similar type of beha"Yiou.r of both the groups of 

persisters and drop-outs could be attributed to the same 

type of problems of adult learners of the aQricultural 



157 

dominated rural society of Punjab in which the ruralists 

were so placed that there were some peak and some slack 

seasons of work. In the peak season all the people mi~t 

be extremely busy and they hardly got any time to attend 

the adult education centres And so almost all of them drop­

out temporarily and only a few who were either free or highly 

moti•ated continued to attend the classes. After the peak 

season which is sowing and harYeating season. people became 

comparati•ely free. Howner. those who were lesser •oti•ated 

might ha•e cu.t the classes permanently and thus become drop­

outs. Howner. some of them who were highly motiYated might 

have rejoined the classes and thus become persisters. The 

behaviour of those who cut the classes permanently and those 

who rejoined it after some time was found to be identical in 

the total female sample as well as the female scheduled caste 

adult learners. It could also be attributed to the other 

factors that adult education had no immediate economic moti• 

Yation and those who were illiterates hardly understood ita 

long term gains. 'Ibis might hne lead to their low level 

motiYation. If the total atmosphere in the rural Punjab was 

so •oti'Yated that people could get genuine interest in the 

adult education programme. the picture might ha'Ye been a bit 

different. 'lhus. there was a need that a high level ~noti'Ya­

tion be created in different ways. Por example if those who 
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ere not literate are not given due consideration for loan•• 

ration card end other agricultural facilities. the motiYa­

tionel force may become more forceful. It could also be 

attributed to the fact that the facilities provided in the 

adult education centres in Yillage were of poor qualit¥o 

5.2.9 Comparison of Total Female Group and 

Backward Class Females• 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 51 1i 
Comparison Between Total Female Persisters 
end Backward Class Female Persisters and 

Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs .X with Level 
Significance 

Total Females 100 100 
o.e5 

Baclcward Class 21 15 
Pent ale 

As indicated in table 5.11. the~ were one hundred 

of 

persisters and one hundred drop-outs in the total female 

sample of the inYeatigation thus making it a group of 200 

adult female learners. On the other hend in all there wen 

36 female backward class adult learners conaiating of 21 

persisters end 15 drop-outs. 'lbe .x 2 'falue of the comparison 

of these two c;roups were found to be insignificant ( x 2 • 0.85 

-statistically insignificant). 
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The stati~tieally insignificant difference between the 

total female persisters and drop-outs and female adult back­

ward alasa persisters and drop-outa waa found to be indica­

tive of the fact that both the groups were identical. This 

ailllilarity in persisters and drop-outa could be attributed to 

the fact that Punjab was basically an aqrieultural dominated 

society in which the flow of work was not the same. throu9hout 

the year. Thera were peak seasons as well as alack seasons. 

In peak aeaaons i.e. hanesting and sowing of crops. the 

people are ~ery busy and hardly got time to attend to welf ... 

aetivities like adult education. which according to them was 

not producti~e aa it waa a long tinte inveatment. 'Dle result 

vas that females cut their classes and only thoae who are 

highly motiYated come back end rejoined them. '!here miQht 

be only a few females. who continued to attend the classes 

who were either highly motivated or were deeply interested in 

broadening their frontiers of knowledge. Such learners miqht 

be equally distributed amongst the total female groap of the 

investigation and also amongst the backward class female 

adult leamers. It mioht also be attributed to the fact that 

people were not highly moti~ated towards adult education 

because it did not brino immediate economic gains and also 

because the level at which these centres. with low motivated 
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instructors, low honorarium and inadequate facilities were 

being run. The result could be that the number of drop-o'-t• 

might have been substantially increased in both the groups 

of comparison. It could also be attributed to the fact that 

almost all the adult learners in rural Punjab belonged to low 

socio-economic strata of the society and all these adult 

learners might be too busy with their bread and butter 

probl .. s that they might have hardly found time to attend to 

it. In faet, most of them might haYe been ao buay that both 

husband and wife were to work to make their living, 111akin9 

the. tight to attend to the adult education claaaea, the 

result atiQht haYe been that a good many of them would have 

become drop-outs and this proportion might be almost the same 

both in the total female group of the investigation as well 

as the female adult education learners, belonging to 

backward classes. 

5.3 Overall Picture of Male and Female Persisters and 
Drop-outs of General Category and Scheduled Caste 
and Backward Classesa 

The inai;nificant difference on the variables of 

persistence and drop-out between general category of males 

and females, between scheduled caste males and females, 

between backward class •ales and total females, total male 

sample with general category males, total male sample with 
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scheduled caste males. total m81~ sample with backward 

class males, total female sample with females of general 

cateoory • total female sample with acheduled caste females. 

total female sample with backward class females. did indicate 

that the saatple was homogeneous and sex of the adult lea1:nera 

did not prove to be an active ~ariable which could make 

considerable contribution towards persistence and drop-outs. 

in all the above said comparison•. It was also depicted 

that caste as a variable did not discriminate between drop• 

outs and persistent• as neither the acheduled caste males 

and nor scheduled caste female. neither backward claaa male• 

and nor backward class females did discriminate with either 

the total group of the same sex or with the opposite sex 

adult leamers. 

5.4 Comparison of Persisters and Drop-outs on the 

Basis of Marital Statusa 

One of the reasons which adda to the chances of becoming 

drop-out or peraisters is hypothised to be married or 

unmarried status of adult learners. The marriage decreases 

the chancea of becoming drop-out rather than persiaterso 

However, this phenomenon can play different roles in different 

social set up. This phenomenon has been further explored in 

this investigation. 



5.4.1 Comparison Between Unmarried Male and 

Unmarried Females 

Table 5.2a 
Comparison of Unmarried Male and Female 
Groups of Persisters and Drop-outs 

162 

Sr. Group 
No. 

Persisters Drop-outs z with Level 
of Significance 

1. Unmarried Male 36 47 
0.83 

2. Unmarried Female 37 36 

The compilation of data in table S.2a comparing 

persisters and drop-outs •ale and female adult learner• 

indicated that the sample of urunarried male adult leamera 

eonsisted of 83 persons. out of whom 36 were persisters and 

47 drop-outs. However, in case of unmarried female adult 

leamera. the sample was of 73 adults. out of whom 37 were 

persisters and 36 were the drop-outso The comparison of 

these groups depicted only insignificant difference between 

them (X :z • 0.83 - statistically insignif !cent) • 

The statistically insignificant differ~nce between 

unmarried male and unmarried female S8mple~ of the invest!-

gation consisting of persisters and drop-outs. did indicate 

that in both the male and female groups persisters and drop­

outs were identical. It might be attributed to the fact that 

almost all those who attended the adult education centres 
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belonged to landless labour. The position of landless labour 

in Punjab was such that they were to .work very hard to make 

their both ends meet. 11\e position might be similar both with 

the male as well as female adults. The child was hardly five 

or six when he/she was placed in gainful employment i.e. 

parent• get their labour charges and they are fed by their 

employer. Their employers get so much of the work out of thtnt 

that they hardly get any chance to attend to the adult 

education centres. If some of them had kind employers who 

allowed them to do so. they did attend such programme. 

Howe-ver, as soon as they changed the employer which was too 

often. again they become drop-outs. Secondly. it could be 

due to the fact that adults learners might be belonging to 

auch familiea in which no body had been educated for genera­

tiona and as auch there waa a little support from the parent• 

for attendinej~ the adult education eentres. 'lllia might have 

distributed both persiaters and drop-outs similarly emongat 

male and female adult learners. It might also be attributed 

to the fact that the age of marriage of both the male and 

female children might be quite low. As soon as they got 

married they might have got engaged in family making process 

and would have been further burdened with work so that they 

might haYe got little time to attend to social welfare 

actiYities like adult education. The result might be that 
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the persistere and drop-out!! might be similarly distributed 

amongst unmarried male and female adult learners in the 

sample of the investigation. 

The insignificant difference between the unmarried 

•ale and female adult learners on their becoming persisters 

and drop-outs confirmed the findings of Bhandari (1978) who 

along with other results had found that sex and marital status 

did not •ake any significant role in making the adult 

learner• persisters and drop-outso 

5.4.2 Comparison of Married Male and Married Femaie Groue•• 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

and 

Table 5.2b 

Comparison of Married Male and Married 
Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X 2 with 
Level of 
Significance 

Married Males 58 50 
o.s6 

Married Females 55 58 

. 
The data in table 5.2b pertaining to married male 

female persisters and drop-outs showed that out of 108 

male unmarried adult learners only 58 were persisters and 

50 were drop-outs and out of 113 married females 55 were 

persisters and 58 were drop-outs. The co.parison of persia-

tera and drop-outs in the SMlples of ma.rr ied males and 

married females did show tha.t there existed only insignifi­

cant difference between them ( x. 2 • 0.56 - etatietically 
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The insignificant difference between the persisters 

and drop-outs amongst married male and married female 

samples did reveal that the groups were identical so for as 

their persisting and drop-out behav !our was concerned. 

The results of identical persisting and drop-out 

status of male and female married adult learners confirmed 

the findings of Bhandari (1978) who too had found on a data 

of adult literacy classes that sex and marital status did 

not •ake significant difference on persistence and drop-out. 

The identical behaviour of •arried males and female• 

on their persistence and drop-out status could be attributed 

to the faet that almost all those who attended the adult 

education centres in rural Punjab were landleas labours who 

were engaged in the field of agriculture on share basia. 

In auch type of agreement not only the male members but all 

the members of the family of the labourer were to work in the 

field of the landlord. who kept almost all of them so busy 

that they hardly get any time to attend to other welfare 

acti•ities like adult education programmeo Moreover. the 

hour• of work and also the routine of work was unacheduled. 

They were to work in the field• look after his cattles. attend 

to odd jobs and also to attend to their family problema 0 All 

this might have made them so busy that those of them who would 

have joined the adult education centres. might be behaving 
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.. 
similarly in the group of male and female matried adult 

learners and depicted no difference between themo At times 

the female life partner~ might have to face even more odd 

circumstances as they were to bear and rear their own 

children too. In such circumstances. the amount of their 

labour was not decreased but the load of work of 'the female 

partner was passed on to the male partner thus makinq hilll 

even more busy. In such circumstances. the chances of 

droping-out of the adult education progr~~mes decreased both 

for the male and the femaleso However. when the couple was so 

much motivated. they mi~ht have continued with the learning in 

the adult education centres even after breaks. Thus chanees 

with •oat of the couples either to drop-out or to persist in 

the adult education proqramme were almost similar with married 

people of both the sexes. It could also be due to the fact 

that in some cases the landlord himself might be aware of the 

benefits of adult education progranm~e and thus moti-.ated to 

arrange his work in such a way that the labourer and his life 

partner could attend to it. In such cases also the chance• 

of becO\'IIing persisters or drop-outs might ha-.e become similar. 

thus paving the path for insignificant difference between 

married male and female adult learners. It could also be 

attributed to the fact that the facilities providing for 

adult education to the adult learners in adult education 

centres might be too inadequate that they might have hardly 



167 

attracted the adult learners. The adults might not highly 

motivated, as the teaching material was inadequate, the 

place of the centres at times was not proper etco This also 

might have equally attracted or repelled the rural married 

male and female adults towards the adult education programme 

thus portraying them as persisters and drop-outs of the same 

proportion. 

5.4.3 Comparison of Widow and Widower Persisters and Drop-outss 

Table 5,2c 

comparison of Widow and Widower 
Persisters and Drop-outs 

sr. Group Persisters Drop-outs X. with Level 
No, of Sic;~nifi-

cance 

1. Male (Widower) 3 2 
zero 

2. Female(Widow) 3 2 

The compilation of data in table 5.2e pertaining to 

widows and widowers did indicate that the number of both the 

groups was the same i.e, 5 each. In both the groups the 

number of persisters i.e. 3 each and the number of drop-outs 

was the same i.e. 2 each. These figures are indicative of 

the fact that persisters and drop-outs were equally diatri-

buted amongst widows and widowers. It might be attributed to 

the fact that Punjab was basically a society in which both 

Muslim and Christian population was very diluted. In both 
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these religions there were customs and traditions to arran9• 

widow and widQwer marriages so often, whereas amongst Hindus 

and Sikhs the marriages Qf widowers are arranged so often but 
~ 
'W,.i". 

the marriages of widows are seldom arranged. The data 

depicted in this study pertained to the sample of Hindus and 

Sikhs as the places from where the data was collected had 

little population of ei~er christians or Muslims. This fact 
. k 

might have mad• the PQ&ition so similar with regard to 

persisters and drop-outs amongst widows and widowers that 

their number was the same ~epicting no difference between. 

them. .It could also be attributed to the fact that in some 

families the widows and widowers might have been looked down 

upon and were not encouraged to do any thing productive and 

creative while there might be some families in which they were 

sympathetically looked and might have been encouraging to go 

in for welfare.acti~itiea like adult education in order to 

divert their attentiOn from the scene of painful situationo 

This might have been. ao found in both the groups of widows 

and widowers that both persisters and drop-outs would have 
j 

been found in equal numbers depicting no difference in their 

proportion. 
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5.4 0 4 Comparison of Male and Female Divorcees& 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.2d 
Comparison of Drop-outs and Per~i~ters 

Amongst Male and Female Divorcees 

Group Persisters Drop-out a )C with 
Level of 
Significance 

Di'Voreed Males 2 1 
0.06 

Divorced Females 3 1 

The data in table 5o2d regarding the comparison of male 

and fe•ale divorcee persisters and drop~uts did indicate that 

in the data there were only 3 male divoreeea i.e. 2 persister• 

and one drop~uto Amongst the femal~s there were only 4 

diYoreeea i.e. 3 per~isters ltnd 1 drop-out. The appl !cation 

of X 2 test rnealed that there existed only in sign if !cent 

difference aMongst persisters and drop-outs in male and 

female diYorced sanple (X. 2 • Oo06 .. statistically 

insignificant). 

The insignificant difference amongst male and female 

divorcees did indicate that both the groups had similar level 

of persi•tars and drop-outs. It could be attributed to the 

fact that amongst male and female divorcees. the problem 

might be of adjustment. Whereas the male divorcees were to 

adjust in their own home, the females were either to adjust 
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in their own homes i.e. inlaws or to mo"Ye with their parents 

and to adjust there. The process of adult education m_ight 

ha"Ye provided th~m with some engagements to be busy and feel 

eut off from their pre-.ious married life or might also be 

providing them with a faith to feel more independent with 

knowledge and information. It was perhaps why that in ca•• 

of both male and female divorcee• the number of persister• 

was more than the number of drop-outs i.e. when amongst 

male di-.orcees there were 2 persisters and one drop-out with 

female divorcee• there were 3 persisters and one drop-out. 

It could also be due to the fact that after getting divorce 

the people feel difficult to adjust and thus drop-auto 

However. the similar type of persistent and drop-out behav !our 

of both male and female divorcees might be attributed to the 

general opinion of the people about benefits of adult 

education. about their similar attitude towards adult 

education and also the seasonal load of work in the fields. 

It could be attributed to the attitude of di"Yorceea toward• 

adult education. It could also be due to the social change 

which vas fast coming up in the rural areas of Punjab which 

had been •oatly linked with the roads and which had acquired 

a good many facilities of urban population too. 
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5 0 4 0 5 comparison of Separ:ated Malee l!lld F'~malesa 

Table 5.2e 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Comparison Between Separated Male and 
Separated Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Pereistera Drop-outs X with 
Level of 
Significance 

Separated Males 1 0 
0.83 

separated Females 2 3 

It is essential to understand the distinction which 

has been made in the investigation between di•orcee and 

separated. DiYorcees are those who have been finally 

aeparated and can ren~arry. There is nothing common amongst 

them. However. those who are separated are living separate. 

temporarily. It is done with an aim to provide them with 

the opportunity so that if possible they could patch up and 

rejoin. In some cases it does happen that the miagiYings are 

removed and those who feel that there can again adjust after 

rejoining. HoweYer. in some cases the separation is confiDied 

with a diYorce decree. In nutshell. those who have been 

living separately have both the .equal chances of reunitin9 

The data in table S.2e pertaining to both the sexes of 

those who ha'Ye been separated from each other had been 

compared among males numbering only one who was a persister 

and females 5 out of which 2 were persisters and 3 drop-outs. 
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The value of x 2 of the comparison of these groups did show 

that there existed only insignificant difference between th .. 

( ·x 2 • 0.83 - statistically insignificant). The insignificant 

difference between male and female separated persisters and 

drop-outs could be attributed to the fact that persons of both 

the sexes miQht ha'Ye faced the similar type of problem as they 

were passing through the similar type of agony at that stage. 

5.4.6 Comparison of Total Male and Unmarried Male Groupsa 

Table s.2f 

COIIIparison of Total Males and Unmarried 
Hale Persisters and Drop-outs 

sr. Group 
No. 

1. Total Hale 

2. U~arried Male 

Persisters 

100 

36 

Drop-outs X with 
Level of 
Significance 

100 
1.03 

47 

The statistics in table S.2f contained the total 

group of 200 mala adult learners i.e. 100 persisters and 100 

drop-outs and 83 unmarried males i.e. 36 persisters and 47 

drop-outs. The results of X 
2 indicated that there existed 

only insignificant difference between total persisters and 

drop-outs and unmarried male persisters and drop-outs 
2 

(.X -= 1.03 - statistically insignificant). 
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The insiqnificant diff~r~nc@ between total persister• 

and drop-outs of unmarried adults did indicate that the group• 

were identical end did not differ on the variables of 

persistence and drop-outs. This could be attributed to the 

fact that both the groups belonged to the same social strata 

of landless agricultural labour which vas in the waged 

employment of the landlords. The employment wa• of such a 

nature that leaving aside some period in a year. they were 

awefully busy and could not find tiMe to attend to the adult 

educational classes. It might not be so with those who were 

highly moti•ated or those who were not in employment. Many 

of them might have permanently cut the classes while some 

might have done so for some days and then rejoined the centre. 

This might be the common characteristics with the total sample 

aa well as the unmarried group of adult male learners. It 

could also be attributed to the fact that social change was 

so fast coming to the rural Punj&P that it effected both the 

groups in the similar way. It could also be attributed to the 

poor facilities of adult leaming i.e. absence of teaching 

material and physical facilities and lack of moti•ation of the 

adult functionaries who were generally not well paid. 
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5.4.7 Comparison of Total Male and Married Male Groupa 

Table 5.2g 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Comparison of Total Hale and Married Male 
Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X with 
Level of 
Significance 

Total Males 100 100 
0.39 

Married Male 58 50 

Table 5.2g contained the comparison of total male sample 

and •arried adult learner persisters and drop-outs. The total 

male sample contained 200 adult learners i.e. 100 persisters 

and 100 drop-outs. The sample of married adult learners was 

fomed oat of 58 persisters and 50 drop-outs i.e. a total of 

108. 'l'he X 
2 results of these groups of persisters and drop• 

outs did indicate that there existed only insiqnifiaant 

difference between them {X 2 • 0.39 - statistically 

insi911ificant). 

The statisti~ally insignificant difference between the 

total male group of adult learners and the group of married 

male adult learners did indicate that the ;roups were 

identical and both the ;roups had similar type of differences 

on the persistence and drop-out. It could be attributed to 
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the similarity of the socio-economic status of both the 

9roupa which consisted of mostly landless agricultural 

labour and most of whom worked on share basis (SIRIS)o They, 

during the peak seasons of harvesting and sowing were so busy 

that they hardly could find time to attend the adult leamin9 

olassea with the exception of those who were either so much 

moti'fated that they attended to it or those who were not 

gainfully employed. It could also be attributed to the fact 

that such social change was coming to the rural Punjab which 

was becoming well linked with cities and villages that some 

people were becoming genuinely interested in adult edueation 

programme and the effect might be of aiRtilar nature on the 

adults and the sample of the study was hamoneous so for •• 

the total sample and the adult married learners were concerned. 

It could also be attributed to the fact that the facilities in 

the adult education were not so desi9ned that they formulated 

an attractive place for the adult learners to go in for theizo 

adult education programme and the result might be that only 

those who were highly moti'fated could continue in it and it 

might haYe happened similarly with both these low moti'fated 

9roups of learners. 
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5.4.8 Comparison of Total Male Adult Lea~ners and Widowersa 

Table s.2h 

sr. 
NOo 

lo 

2. 

Comparison of Total Male Adults and Widower 
Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X with 
LeYel of 
SiSJ!!ificance 

Total Male 100 ' 100 
0.20 

Male Widowers 3 2 

In table 5.2h. in all there were 100 male persisters 

and 100 male drop-outs out of whom there were 3 widower 

persisters and 2 widower drop-outs. X 2 test was appli~d to 

find out if significant difference existed between them. 

The Yalue of X 2 was found to be Oo20 which vas statistically 

insignific:ant. All this went to indicate that there vas no 

diacriMination between widower persisters and drop-outs and 

total group of male persisters and drop-outs in the present 

investi;ation or that both the ;roups i.e. widowers and the 

total male sample. were identical in their becoming persisters 

and drop-outs. 

The insignificant difference between the persisters and 

drop-outs of both the groups ioeo total male sample and 

widowers could be attributed to the similar type of soeio­

economie status of landless rural agricultural labour which 
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might be of the similar type. in which in peak season of 

sowing and hanesting. the adults might be too buay to attend 

the adult education centres with the exception of those who 

were highly motivated and so adjusted that they could attend 

to it or were not fully employed and ~ueh persons might be 

equally distributed amongst both these groups. It could alao 

be attributed to the social change which is fast approaching 

the IrUral Punjab and which has been linked with cities with 

the link roads. It could also be due to the non-attract!•• 

behaYiour of adult education centres which were not ao well 

equipped that it would have attracted the adults to come and 

study there. 

5o4o9 Comparison of Total Male Sample and Divorced Maleaa 

Table 5o2i 

sr. 
NO~ 

1. 

2. 

Comparison of Total Hale Adult Learners and 
Diyoreed Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persister• Drop-outs .X with 
LeYel of 
Significance 

Total Mal~s 100 -1.00 
zero 

Divoreed Males 2 .1 

In table 5.21~ in all there were 200 male adult learners. 

Out of them there were 100 persisters and 100 drop-outs out of 

which again there were only 2 diYorced male persisters and 

one waa diYorced male drop-out • .X 
2 test was applied to find 

out if any significant difference existed between these gro•p• 
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of persisters and drop-outs<> .It showed only statistically 

insignificant difference, indicating thereby that the groups 

were identical amongst persisters and drop-outs. It could 

be attributed to the fact that both the groups belonged to 

rural agriculturist landless labour and were thus awefully 

busy with the work of agriculture in peak season which mi;ht 

haYe compelled them to cut the classeso Those who were 

hi;hly motivated might have come back to the classes and 

thus become persisters while those who were less motivated 

might have become drop-outs, The unattractive programme and 

lack of facilities in the centre might have also attributed 

to the similar type of their becoming persistent and drop-outs 

in the total male group as well as divorced males, 

5,4,10 Comparison of Total Male Group and Separated Male 

Persisters and Drop-outsa 

·sr. 
No, 

1. 

2. 

Out of 

Table 5,2J 

Comparison of Total Male Sample and Separated 
Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs x; with 
Level of 
Significance 

Total Males 100 100 
0,02 

Separated Male 1 0 

In table 5 ,2j, in all there were 200 adult learners. 

them there were 100 persisters and 100 drop-outs, 
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Out of the total group ther@ wa~ only on@ separated male 

persister and none was drop-out. In order to find out if 

there existed any significant difference existed between 
2 

separated male persisters and drop-outs, X test was 
2 appliedo The Yalue of X was found to be o.o2 which was 

statistically insignificant. All this went to indicate that 

there was no discrimination between separated male persisters 

and drop-outs end the total group alsoo In other words both 

the groups were identical in becoming persistent and drop-out. 

It could possibly be attributed to the aeme type of strata of 

the society of landleaa agricultural labour, which was so 

awefully busy during the hanesting end sowing season that 

110st of them might have cut the classes. This cut of classes 

might be of permanent type with some lesser motiYated adults 

thus labeling them to be drop-outs while some might have 

rejoined it due to higher motiYation end thus becoming 

persisterso The social change and exposure to masmedia 

might have played the similar type of role with both the 

groups i.e. total group and separated male adults and thus 

Made them behaYe similarly on the Yariablea of peraiatence 

and drop-out. It might also be attributed to the low quality 

of aenice being rendered by the adult education centres 

which too were not adequately equipped with the learning 

material and properly trained funetionari~eo 
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5.4.11 Comparison of Total Female Group and Un•arried 

Females: 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5o2k 

comparison of Total Female Group and Unmarried 
Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group 

Total Females 

Unmarried Females 

Persisters Drop"""Juta X with 
Level of 
Significance 

100 

37 

100 

36 
0.10 

The data in table 5.2k showed that in all there were 

100 female persister• and 100 female drop-outs out of whom 

there were 37 unmarried female persisters and J6 drop-outs. 

x2 
teat waa applied to find out if any significant difference 

existed between these oroups of females. 2 The •alue of X waa 

found to be 0.10 which was statistically insignificant. All 

this went to indicate that there existed no difference between 

the persisters and drop-outs of the total females group as well 

as un111arried females. It indicated that both the groups were 

identical in their persistence and drop-out phenomenon. Thia 

nti9ht be attributed to the homogeneity of the group fran. whic:h 

both the samples were taken out. The groups mostly conaiatec! 

of lanc!leaa agricultural rural labour which was during the 

peak seasons so much occupied with their work load that .oat 

of them wo~ld cut their classes. Some of whom in both the 
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groups i.e. total female group and unmarr.i~d femall!!9 might 

have rejoined the classes and thus become persisters while 

some who would be lesser motivated would not have done ao 

and thus might have become drop-outs. The similar type of 

behaviour of both the groups might be attributed to the 

social chanQe brought by their exposure to the mass media 

and linking of the •illages with cities by the link .roada. 

The low quality of facilities provided to the adult education 

c:entrea might also be reaponsible for the similar type of 

behaviour of both the groups on the •ariables of persiatera 

and drop-outs. 

5.4.12 Comparison of Total Female Group and Married Femaleaa 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.21 

Comparison of Total Female Group and 
Married Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs X with 
Level of 
Significance 

Total Females 100 100 
o.os 

Married Females 55 58 

The data in table s.21 showed that in all there was a 

group of 200 female adult learners ioeo 100 persisters and 

100 drop-outs. Out of them. 55 were married female peraiatera 

and 58 female married drop-outso To find if any significant 

2 difference existed between these QCOups •. X test applied. 
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Th@ value of ·x2 was found to t'e o.os which Wl'\!!1 !ltatiatically 

insignificant. 

The insignificant difference between the total female 

group and married female persisters indicated that there 

existed no difference between persisters and drop-outs of 

both the groupso This indicated that the group was homogen­

eous end similar type of problems of cutting the elasaea due 

to hard labour during the peak seasons might have been posed 

to them and some of them who were highly motivated might have 

rejoined the clasaes and thus become persisters while s0111e 

other Might have dropped the classes and become drop-outs. 

It could also be attributed to the fact that with the landless 

agricultural labour in Punjab, the unmarried girls are also 

supposed to work in the fields and at home, like all other 

membera of the family and thus might be depicting the sinlilar 

type of behaviour with the total females group of adult 

learners. The quality of the service, the poor quality of 

material and surroundings might ha'Ye also effected both the 

groups in the similar way. It could also be attributed to 

the social change going on in Punjab due to the net of link 

roads linking villages with cities and towns 811d also the 

mass media like radio, T.v. etc. which was found bringing 

changes amongst the people in abundance. 



sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5o2m 

Comparison of Total Female Group end 
Widow Persisters end Drop-outs 

. Group Persisters Drop-outs 

Total Female 100 100 

Widow Females 3 2 
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X with 
Level of 
Si§l!!ificance 

0.20 

In the table s.2m in all there were 200 female adult 

leaEOers i.e. 100 persisters and 100 drop-outs. Out of which 

there were 3 widow persisters and 2 widow drop-outs. To 

find out if any significant difference existed between drop• 
. 2 

outs and persisters in both the groups, .X teat was applied. 

The ~alue of x 2 was found to be 0.20 which was statistically 

insignificant. The insignificant difference between the 

persisters and drop-outs of the total group of adult learner• 

and widows of the same group, did indicate that the group waa 

homogeneous and that the groups behaved similarly on the 

variables of persistence and drop-outs. It might firstly be 

attributed to the problems of work load with the landless 

agricultural labour of Punjab in which both males as well as 

females might have been equally ao busy in peek seasons that 

there were no alternatives for them except to cut their class 
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with the exception of tho Be who were not t:u l.ly employed 

and also highly motivated groups of adult female learners. 

All this miqht have made both the group~ to beha'Ye in the 

similar way on the 'Yariable of persistence and drop-outso 

This could also be attributed to the low quality of facili­

ties aYailable with the adult learning centres. 

5.4.14 Comparison of Total Female Group with 

DiYorced Femalesa 

sr. 
No 0 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.2n 

Comparison of Total Female Group with 
DiYorced Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-out a X. with 
Level of 
Significance 

Total Females 100 100 
0.98 

Divorced Females 3 1 

The data in table 5 .2n 0 indicated that in all there 

were 200 adult female learners i.e. 100 female persiatera 

and 100 female drop-outs. Out of which there were J 

divorced female persisters and 1 diYorced drop-out. x 2 teat 

was applied to find out if any significant difference 

existed between these Qroups on the Yariable of persistenee 

and drop-outso The Yalue of x2 was found to be 0.98 which 

was statistically insignificent. 
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'lbe insignificant difference between the total female 

group of persisters and drop-outs end diYorced female 

persisters and drop-.outs did go to show that the groups were 

homo~eneoua in nature. The insignificant difference might be 

attributed to the compulsions of work load of agriculturist 

labour. who during the peak seasons of harYesting and sowing 

have to work so hard that hardly any time was left with them 

to attend to the adult learning ela••••• exeept for those who 

an mi~ht not be fully employed alongwith those who were •ery 

hi~hly motivated and some how might have arranged to attend to 

ito It could also be attributed to the social set up which 

the diyorceea were also supposed to work on the lines of all 

other females which might be responsible for female and 

diYoreee phenomenon of similar nature on the variables of 

persisters and drop..outs. The spreading of link roads and 

effect of •a•• media might also have brought the change of 

similar nature on both the female and di•orced female adult 

leamera on the variables of persistence and drop-out. One 

other factor which might have effected both the groups in 

the similar way could be the low quality of learning and 

physical facilities provided to adult education centres. 
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5,4.15 comparison of Total Female Group and 

Separated Faaaleaa 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5,2o 

Comparison of Total Female Group and 
Separated Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Total female• 

Persisters Drop-outs X with 
Level of 
Significance 

o.2o 
Separated Females 

1-00 

2 

100 

3 

The data in table s.2o indicated that in all there were 

200 adult female learners out of whom there were 100 female 

persiatera and 100 feaale drop-outs, Out of the total femalea. 

there wen 2 separated peraiat.ra . and 3 such drop-outs. The 

reaulta of ~2 teat which was found to be 0.20 was atatiati-

cally inaignificant. 

'lhe insignificant difference between the total female 

oroup and separated fentalea on their persistent and drop-out 

behoiour, did indicate that the groups of homogeneous nature 

and that the groups of peraiatera and drop-outs were !den tical 

in both the groups. This might be attributed to the fact that 

in Punjab from where the groups of adult leamera have been 

selected, the females ineluding those who had been separated 

from their husbands have to work hard to eam their livelihood, 

The load of work in peak seasons was generally so high that 
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most of them had to cut their classes. Some of them might 

ha•• rejoined them and thus become persisters and those who 

did- not do ao become drop-outs. '!he data being of homoge­

neous nature might be depicting the similar effect upon 

their persistent and drop-out phenomenon. The mass media 

and net of link roads, might also be effecting both the 

groups in the similar way and depicting the similar type of 

persistent and drop-out phenomenon in them. '!his could also 

be attributed to the poor quality of facilities created in 

adult education centres. 

s. 4.16 O.erall Picture of Males and Female Persisters 
and Drop-outs on the Variable of Marital Statuaa 

The comparison of unmarried males and females. married 

males and females. widowers and widows. divorcees males and 

females, legally separated males and females, total unmarried 

male and f•ale persisters and drop-outs did show that no 

sionificant difference existed between the groups on the 

•ariables of persistent and drop-outs. Similarly the compari­

son of total group males and married males persisters and 

drop-outs. total group males and widowers persisters and drop­

outs, total group of males and divorced males persisters and 

drop-outs, total group of males and separated males persisters 

and drop-outs. total group of females and unmarried female 

persisters and drop-outs. total group of females and 
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unmarried female pereiaters and drop-oute, total group of 

females and widow persisters and drop-outs, total group of 

females and divorced females, and total group of females and 

separated females did not reveal any significant difference 

between the groups. All thia went to indicate that the groups 

were homogeneous and behaved likewise on the variable of 

persisters end drop-outa indicating thereby that marriage was 

not a strong factor which had influenced the variable of drop­

outs and persisters amongst adult learners of different sexes. 

s.s Comparison Amongst Different Family Structures• 

Family structure is one of the factors which is hypo­

thiatd to affect the statue of persistence and drop-outs in the 

joint family. I.f the attitude of the elders is favourable 

the chancea of becoming persisters rather than drop-outs are 

more as the labour had ample chances to be shared so as to 

provide more chances to continue in the channel of adult 

education. In the same way in nuclear families, highly 

motiYated adults can become more persisting and take their 

own independent decisions. HoweYer, the effect of the family 

structure can be different in different cultureso The data 

treated and tabled in' this regard will depict the picture in 

rural Punjab with regard to the persistence and drop-out fro. 

the adult centres of education. 



5.5.1 comparison of Total Groups of Joint 

Family Male and Females 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.3a 

Comparison of Total Groups of Joint 
Family Male and Female Persisters 

and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs 

Joint I'Mily Males 39 54 

Joint F•ily 35 57 
I' em ale a 

.J..Ut.J 

X with 
Le'Yel of 
Significance 

0.29 

The compilation of data in table s.3a regarding 

93 males of joint families out of whom there were 39 

pe.rsiater• and 54 drop-out•a and 92 females of the joint 

familiea out of whom there were 35 persisters and 57 drop-out•, 

did indicate that there existed only insignificant difference 

•ongat th .. when compared on the -.aria.ble of persisters and 

drop...outa (Jt
2 

• 0.29 - atatistieally insignificant). 

The inaignificant difference between male and female 

perai•ter• and drop-out• did indicate that the group• were 

hontogeneoua and that both the groups of males and females 

belonging to joint familie• consisted of the atmilar le-.el 

of persiatera and drop-outs. The insignificant difference 

showed that both the groups of adult learners belonging to 

joint families were identical. It could be attributed to 
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the fact that the position of adult learnere who were mostly 

landless labour was such that both males and females were 

quite busy in the peak seasons of sowing and harvesting of 

the crops and thus would generally cut the classes. Some of 

them who might be highly motivated males and females would 

have been able to continue with the adult education programme 

and it would have been easy to do so in joint families. 

HoweYer. some of whom would have been highly motivated and 

might have rejoined the classes and thus become peraiatara 

while those who would have not done so would have become 

drop-outs. The position might have been the eimilar amongst 

persisters and drop-outs with adult learners of both the 

aexes. It could also be attributed to the fact that the 

aocial chan9e which vaa fast coming up in the rural Punjab 

with abundance of network of roads and exposure to the mas a 

media, might have equally effected the males as well as 

females of joint familied adult learners, thereby depicted 

only inaiQDificant difference between the groups. It could 

also be attributed to the fact that on the whole the environ­

ments in the adult education centres would not have been very 

attractive so for as adult learners of both the sexes of 

joint familieswere concerned. 
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s.s.2 comparison of Males and Females of Nuclear Familie~s 

sr. 
No. 

Table 5.3b 

Comparison of Males and Females of Nuclear 
Families on Persistence and Drop-out 

Group 

Nuclear Family 
Males 

Nuclear Family 
Females 

Persisters Drop-outs 

61 46 

65 43 

X with 
Level of 
Significance 

0.22 

In table 5o3b, there were 107 males belonging to 

nuclear families i.e. 61 persisters and 46 drop-outs and 108 

females of the same type of families having 65 persisters 

and 43 drop-outs. 2 
The value of X was 0.22 which was found 

to be statistically insignificant. ntis showed that there 

was no difference between the male and female drop-outs and 

persisters of nuclear families of males and females. This 

insignificant difference is indicative of the fact that 

amongst the members of the nuclear family male and female 

adult learners, the persistence and drop-outs were almost of 

similar nature. It could be attributed to the fact that the 

seasonal work load of adult learners, in rural landless 

agricultural labour, was so distributed that in peak seasons 

almost all of them were so busy that they might have cut the 

classes. Some of them who were highly motivated might have 
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rejoined it and thus become pprsisters and others who did 

not do so would have become drop-outs. It could also be 

attributed to the fact that the social change might be 

effecting both the male and female adult learners of nuclear 

families in the similar way thus creating only insignificant 

difference between them. It could also be attributed to the 

fact that the provision and service being rendered to the 

adult learners was of such a poor quality that both mal~ and 

female adult learners of nuclear families might be similarly 

affected by it. 

5.5.3 Comparison Between Total Males and Joint Family Malesa 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.3c 

Comparison of Total Male Group and Joint 
Family Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

Group Persisters Drop-outs :x2 with 
Level of 
Significance 

Total Male 100 100 
Group 

1.60 
Joint Family 39 54 
Male Group 

The statistics in table 5o3c showed that in all there 

were total 100 persister and 100 drop-out males. out of whom 

there were 39 male persisters and 54 male drop-outs who 

belonged to joint families. x2 test was applied to find out 

if any significant difference existed between total and joint 

family male persisters and drop-outs. The value of x2 was 
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1.60 which Wft!ll 8tatistically ins.tgnif icant. All this 

indicated that there was no difference between persisters 

and drop-outs of those who belonged to total males and the 

joint family male groupo They also substantiated that both, 

the total male group as well as joint family male group, 

did not discriminate with each other on the variable of 

persistence and drop-out. 

The insignificant difference between the total male 

group and joint family male group might be attributed to the 

fact that the total group of male adult learners and also 

joint family adult learners, consisted of a big chunk of non-

agricultural landless labouro who might have been so busy 

that they might have dropped-out of the adult learner centres 

during the peak seasons of sowing and harYesting. Only those 

who were highly motivated might have rejoined the adult 

learning centre and thus becoming persisters while others who 

did not rejoin might have become drop-outso As the groups 
I 

were of homogeneous nature so there might not ha~e been any 

significant difference between their becoming persisstents 

and drop-outs. In addition, the social change which was 

fast moving in rural Punjab because of the influence of mass 

media, fluent economy and link roads 0 might have effected 

both the groups in the similar way and made their persistence 

and drop-out of similar type. It could also be attributed to 
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the non-attractive environments in the adult education 

centres. which were poorly equipped with teaching material 

which might have portrayed similar type of persistent and 

drop-out phenomenon of both the grou,ps of male adult 

learners. 

·s.5.4 Comparison of Total Male Group with 

Nuclear Family Male GroupJ 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.3d 

Comparison Between Total Male Group with 
Nuclear Family Group on Persistence and 

Drop-outs 

Group 

Total Male 
Group 

Male Nuclear 
Family Group 

Persisters Drop-outs 

100 100 

61 46 

X with 
Level of 
Significance 

1. 37 

The data in table 5. 3d indicated that in all there were 

200 males i.e. 100 male per!!isters and. 100 male drop-outs. 

Out of these there were 107 males belonging to nuclear family 

i.e. 61 male persisters and 46 male drop-outs. The value of 

X2 was found to be 1.37 which was statistically insignificanto 

All this indicated that there was no difference between the 

total males and those males who belonged to nuclear families 

on persistence and drop-out phenomenon. This also revealed 
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that the groups in question were homogeneous and behaved 

likewise on the variables of p~~sisters and drop-outs. 

The insignificant difference of both the groups on 

the variables of persisters and drop-outs ~ould be attributed 

to the fact that both the groups belonged to the similar type 

of socio-economic data i.e. landless agricultural labour who 

remained awefully busy especially during the peak agri~ul-

tural season of harvesting and sowing. As a result of it 

they might be cutting the classes. The beha~iour of cutting 

the classes might have been permanent with those who were not 

much motivated and thus they might have become drop-outso 

However. there might be some who were highly motivated. they 

might have again joined the classes and thus become 

persisters. 

5.5.5 Comparison of Total Females and Joint 

Family Female Group: 

Table 5.3e 

Comparison Between Total Femal~ S~ple and 
Joint Family Female Persisters and Drop-outs 

Sr. Group Persister!! Drop-outs X 2 with 
NOo Level of 

Significance 

1. Total Female 100 100 
Group 

3.62 
2. Female Joint 35 57 

Family Group 
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The tabul.,tion of data rP-gard!ng persistt'!rs and dr:op-

outs on the total female group and joint family female group 

in table 5. 3e did indicate that in total group there were 

200 adults out of whom there were 100 persisters and 100 

drop-outso From amongst them. there were 61 persisters and 

46 drop-outs male belonging to nuclear f&~ilies. The 

2 comparison of both the groups on the application of X test 

did reYeal that its value was 3.62 which was statiatically 

insignificant. This depicted that there existed no difference 

between total female group and joint families persiaters and 

drop-outs. It could possibly be due to the fact that the 

groups in question were homogeneous and therefore did not 

discriminate between themselves. The insignificant difference 

could possibly be attributed to the fact that both the groups 

belonged to the landless labour class, who remained very busy 

during the peak agriculture seasons and thus might be cutting 

the classes. However. some of them might be highly motivated 

and might have rejoined the clfts!!les e.f ter the pl!ak sef!leon end 

thus become persister!!l and tho!!le who might be lesser motivated 

might not have rejoined and thus become drop-outs. It could 

also be attributed to the social change which was fast 

approaching the scene due to the influence of mass media, 

agricultural revolution and link roads which might have 

effected the groups of total females and joint family females 
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It could also be due to the non-congenial environments in the 

adult education centres due to tl1eir being poorly equipped 

which might have effected both persisters and drop-outs in 

both the groups in the similar way o 

5.5.6 Comparison of Total Female Group and 

Nuclear F8mily Female Groups 

Sro 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.3£ 

Comparison Between Totel Female Group and 
Nuclear Family Female Group of Persisters 

end Drop-outs 

Group 

Total Female 
Group 

Nuclear F Mlily 
Female Group 

Persisters Drop-outs 

100 100 

65 43 

X with 
Levf!l of 
Significance 

2. 93 

The tabulation of data pertaining to drop-outs and 

persisters in the total female group and nuclear familied 

female groups did indicate that in the total group there were 

100 persisters and 100 drop-outs while in the nuclear familied 

group wthere were 65 persisters and 43 drop-outs. The 

application of x2 
on this data did indicate that the value 

of :x2 
·was 2. 93 which was insignificanto 
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The statistically insiqnifjcant diff~tf.!nce b~tw~en 

persisters and drop-outs in the total female qroup and the 

group of those females who belonged to the nuclear families 

did indicate that the groups were homogeneous and did not 

discriminate amongst them on the basis of the nuclear femily. 

It could be due to the fact that all the adults who lived 

in rural areas and belonged to landless labour were b~ing 

similarly effected by the soci~l change which was fest 

approaching the masses due to the mass media. link roads and 

agricultural revolution. All this might have made them 

conscious about the worth of adult education. but kept them 

awefully busy with the labour in agriculture during the peak 

seasons which might have compelled them to eut the classes. 

However. those who were highly motivated might have rejoined 

the classes and become persisters and those with lesser 

motivation might not have joined the adult educfttion centre 

and thus become drop-outso 

5.6 OVerall Picture of Persisters and Drop?outs 

in Relation to the Type of the Family: 

The comparison of joint family males and females and 

joint family females, nuclear f~ily males ~nd nuclear family 

females. total male group ~d joint family male group. total 

male group and nuclear family male group. total female group 
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and joint f~ily female group and total female group and 

female nuclear group, showing only in~ignific~nt difference 

between them. did indicate that the groups of comparison 

were identical and homogeneou~ and did not discriminate 

between them on the variable of per~istence and drop-outs. 

This might be attributed to different factors i.e. landless 

adult sample. social change being brought out by the mass 

media. link road~. economic pro~perity and economic awareness 

of these groups. All this went to indicate that type of the 

family was not a strong factor to influence the behaviour 

of persistence and drop-outs and both these groups were 

similarly effected in the groups of the above comparisons. 

5.7 Comparison of Persister~ and Drop-outs in Relation to 

Their Agea 

It has been hypothised that age was one factor whieh 

might contribute to the adult learners becoming persi~ters 

and drop-outs. It could happen differently in different 

cultures due to the influence of elders. maturity of adult 

learners. influence of mass media. 8ocial environment 

conditions. It was thus decided to investigate if age could 

make some difference in the adult learners becoming either 

persisters or drop-outs. 
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5 0 7 0 1 Comparison of Total .Hale and Female Fersisterss 

Table 5 9 4a 

Comparison of Total Groups of Hale and 
Female Persisters in Relation to Their Age 

Src.- Category 
No~ 

N Mean t-ratio Result 

lo 

2. 

Male 100 

Female 100 

7.37 

7.26 
0.98 In sign i­

f iCM1 t 

The tabulation of data in table 5.4a comparing the male 

and female persisters did reveal that ti1ere was a total of 

100 male· and 100 female persisters. The mean age of males 

was 27.00 and that of females was 26.00o The standard 

deviation of males was 7.37 and that of females the ssme 

was 7o26. The significance of difference between the means 

ioeo t-ratio was Do98 which was statistically insignificant. 

The insignificant differ~nce between the total groups 

of mal~ and female samples did indicate that the groups were 

identical and homogeneous and did not discriminate with each 

other on the variable of persistenceo It did reveal that 

both the groups had the similar type of persistence and did 

not discriminate with each other on it. It might be attributed 

to the similar type of socio-cultural atmosphere* being busy 

during the peak agricultural seasons end thus cutting the 
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classes making only the highly motivat~d Fvlult~ to r~~·ort 

back and thus to become pereisters and eoeial ehange being 

brought out in Punjab by t.l-te mas!! media, link roBd!l and 

agricultural rev~lution, which might have effected the 

persi!ltent!l of both the groups of males and females in the 

similar way. It did reveal that age was not a !ltronq 

variable to effect the phenomenon of persistence of the 

rural adult!! of different !!exes. 

5.7.2 Comearison of Total Male and Female Droe-outs 

in Relation to Their A~es 

Table 5.4b 

Comparison of Total Male and Female Drop­
outs in Relation to Their Age 

sr. Category 
No 

1. Male 

Female 

N 

100 

100 

Mean s.n. t-ratio Result 

25.00 
l.OB Insignificant 

The table 5o 4b showing the comparison of male and 

female drop-outs grouped on the basis of their age did 

indicate that in all there were 100 male and 100 female 

drop-outso In the case of male drop-out!! the mean age 

wa!l 25o00 and in case of female drop-outs mean aqe wa~ 

26oOO. The value of SoDo in case of males wa8 6o35 and in 

case of female drop-out!!, it was 6o79o The t-ratio wa!l 1 0 08 

which was statistically in!lignificanto 
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The statistically insignlficant difference between the 

male and female drop-outs did indicate that both the males 

and females had behaved likewise and did not discriminate 

between themselves. This might be attributed to the fact 

that both males and females lived in the rural areas, enjoyed 

the status of landless labour, were similarly effected by the 

mass media, improved means of transport and green reYolution 

and were having the same problem of being busy during the 

peak seasons. Because of similar circumstances and socio-

cultural conditions many of them might have left attending 

the classes during the peak season and thus become drop-outs. 

These results were indicative of the fact that age was not a 

stronger variable which effected the males and females adult 

learners in different ways. 

So7o3 Comparison of Male Persisters and Drop-outs 

in Relation to Their Age: 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table S.4c 

Comparison of Male Persisters and Male 
Drop-outs in Relation to Their Age 

Category N Mean B.D. t-ratio 

Male 100 28 0 00 7.37 
Persisters 3.08 
Male 100 25.00 6o 35 
Drop-outs 

Result 

Significant at 
.01 level of 
Confidence 
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The data in table 5 .4c indicated that in all there were 

100 male persisters and 100 mal~ dr~p-outs grauped on the 

basis of age. In case of male persisters mean age was 28.00 

and in case of male drop-outs mean age was 25o00o In case 

of persisters SoDo was 7o37 and in case of drop-outs it waa 

6.3So The t-value was 3.08 which was statistically signifi­

cant at 0 01 le11el of conf idenceo All this showed that there 

was a significant difference between male per~isters and 

drop-outs on the variable of age. 

The higher mean age of persisters than drop-outs and 

the statistically significant difference between the two did 

indicate that persisters had higher age than drop-outs. It 

could be attributed to the fact that those who were in hiqher 

age group miqht have attained more maturity and thus continued 

in the adult education centres than the drop-outs who would 

have been comparatively less mature. It could also be 

attributed to the fact that those in higher age group might 

have been more motivated by the responsibilities which 

increase with the rise in age in Indian culture. It cov.ld 

also be attributed to the fact that senior in age might have 

learnt the drawbacks of illiteracy at their cost in their life 

and thus miqht be more motivated to continue in the adult 

education programme. 
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The statistically significant difference between 

persisters and drop-outs on the basis of age rejected the 

findings of Bhandari (1978) who along with other findings 

had indicated that age factor did not di~criminate betwPen 

the persisters and drop-outso 

The significant difference between male persisters and 

drop-outs also did not see eye to eye with the findings of 

Irish (1978) who too had found only insignificant difference 

between the drop-outs and persisters on the variable of age. 

5o7o4 Comparison of Total Female Persisters and 

Drop-outs in Relation to Their Age 1 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5o4d 

Comparison of Female Persisters and Drop-outs 
in Relation to Their Age 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio Result 
s;·Age 

Female 100 26.00 7.26 
Persisters zero Insignif !cant 
F«!male 100 26.00 6.79 
Drop-outs 

The tabulation of data in table 5 0 4d pertaining to the 

comparison of female persisters and drop-outs in relation to 

their age. did indicate that there was a group of 100 

persisters and the same number of drop-out8o The mean age of 

both the groups was the same i.e. 26oOO. As the mean age of 
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female persi~ter~ I'Jnd fem~le orop-outs was the sam!!,. so it 

indicated the groups were homogeneous and did not discrimi­

nate between them. The insignificant difference amongst 

the female persisters and female drop-outs confi~ed the 

findings of Bhandari who along with otner findings had found 

that no significant difference was noticed in his study 

between the females of different agea on persistence and 

drop-outo 

The insignificant difference between female persister• 

and drop-outs could be due to the similar typ4! of socio­

economic circumstances. mass media exposure. social change 

because of the link roads etc. and life becoming more 

sophisticated with increase in facilities for which counting 

and reading and writing skills are neededo All these factor• 

might have made the women group equally motivated to go in 

for the ttdult eductttion progri'Jmmf'!o However, thf! pull for 

earning the bread and butter. the problem of first generation 

learners. the traditional values of having apathy towards 

adult education might have also played their role in as 

stronger way to neutralise the impact of the forces of 

persistence as stated above. The net result was that both 

the groups proved to be equally stronger. thus depicting no 

difference between the two groups of persisters and drop-outs 

of female adult learners. 
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5.7.5 compArison of Mal~ and Female Persi~ters 

Above 30 Years of Age: 

Sro 
Noo 

1. 

2. 

Table 5o4e 

Comparison of Hale & F~ale Persistere 
(Above 30 Yeare) 

Category N Mean s.o. t-ratio 
Age 

Male 42 34.00 3.08 

Result 

Persisters 
1.51 Insignificant 

Female 37 33.00 2.87 
Persisters ' 

The tabulation of data in table s.•e regarding the 

comparison of male (n•42) and female (n=37) persieters above 

30 years of age, with meanB of 34.00 and 33o00 and standard 

deviation 3.08 and 2.87 respectively, did indicate that only 

insignificant difference existed between them (t • 1.51 -

statistically insignif.ican t) o 

The insignificant difference of males and females aboye 

30 years of age on the Yariable of pereistence did indicate 

that the groups were identical and homogeneous. This could 

be attributed to the mass-media, social change coming to 

Punjab as a result of the laying down of the link roads and 

coming of agricultural revolution which would have ereated 

the similar type of effect both on males and females of 30 

years and above, in their motiyation to go in for adult 
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education proqrmnm~G lt conlr1 ~ll'lo be attrth•Jt~d to the 

fact that both males and females in the higher age group 

ioeo above 30 years, might have become mature and thus 

continued to attend the classes and thus become persisterso 

5.7.6 Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 

of Age Group 23-29 Years1 

Sr. 
NOo 

1. 

2. 

Table 5. 4£ 

Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 
(Age Group 23-29 Years) 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio Result 
Age 

Male 27 22 0 00 
Persisters 

1.88 In sign if !cant 
Female 26 24.00 2.85 
Persisters 

The tabulation of data in table 5.4f regarding the 

comparison of male persisters (n•27) and female persisters 

(n•26} with means of 22.00 and 24.00 and standard deYiation 

of 4.74 and 2.85 respectively, of age group 23-29 years, 

indicated that there existed only insignificant difference 

between them (t • 1.88 - statis~cally insignificant). 

The statistically insignificant difference between male 

and female persisters of age group (23-29}years) did indicate 

that the groups were identical and homogeneous and that age 

did not discriminate between the male and female adult 

learners on the Yariable of persistence on this age group of 
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adultsQ It could be attributed to the social change. 

mass media. agricultural revolution which might have 

effected the age group of 2 3 to 2 9 in the si.fllilRr way 

on both the sexes and thus similarly effected their 

becoming persistent. 

5.7.7 Comparison of Hale and Female 

Persisters of Age Group 15-22: 

Table So 4g 

Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 
(Age Group 15-22) 

Sr. Category N Mean s.o. t-ratio Result 
NOo Age 

' 1. Male 31 18 0 00 2.02 
Persisters Signific~mt 

2.17 at .o5 level 
2. Female 37 19 0 00 1.80 of confidence 

Persisters 

The tabulation of data in table 5o 4 g indicated the 

comparison of male persisters (n•31) and female persi~ters 

(n•37) with me8Ils of 18.00 8Ild 19.00 and standard de.il'ltion 

of 2.02 and l.so. respectively. of male and female adults 

between the age group of 15 to 22o It further indicated 

that significant difference did exist between both the sexes 

(t• 2.17 - statistically significant at .os level of 

con """t.den ce) • 
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Th~ ~tl'\tistlc<'!lly !"ianificl"'nt diff~rf"n~,. h,..tw~..-n the 

male and female persisters of age gr~up 15-22 and higher 

mean of the female persisters did show that the feml!lee were 

comparatively more persistent than the males. It miqh t be 

attributed to the fact that females might be feeling the pinch 

of carrying on the household work and also agricultural labour 

alongwith the bearing and rearing of children, which might 

have motivated them more strongly to go in for the adult 

education and also to continue in it. 

5.7.8 Comearison of Male and Female Drop-outs 

of Age 30 and Aboves 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.4h 

Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 
(Age 30 Years and above) 

Category N Mean s.o. t-ratio Result 
Age 

Male 32 33.00 2.60 
Drop-outs 1.42 Insi90ificant 

Female 33 34.00 3.11 
Drop-outs 

The tabulation of data of drop-outs in table 5o4h of 

males (n•32) and females (n• 33) of age group 30 and above, 

with means 33.00 and 34.00 and standard deviation 2.60 and 

3.11 respectively did show that there existed only 
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insignificant diff~rence btntwe~n the group~ (t • 1o42 -

statistically insignificant). 

The statistically insignificant difference between the 

drop-outs males and females of 30 years and above groups did 

show that the groups in question were identical and homoge­

neous and that the drop-out was of the natureo It might be 

attributed to the fact that the group being mostly of landless 

agricultural labour might be having similarly for attending 

the adult education centres i.e. dropping the class during the 

peak season and then not continuing the I! arne and thul! becoming 

drop-outs similarly in both the groupso The division of 

labour amongst the male and female agticul tural landless 

labour in Punjab was so distributed that both the sexes 

remain awefully busy during the peak seasons which might haYe 

made them to drop out of the adult education centre classes 

in the similar wayo It could also be attributed to th~ f~ct 

that with the enhancement of age the family responsibilities 

might have also considerably increased compelling them to 

become drop-outso 
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5.7.9 Comparison of Male ~nd female D.r:op-outs 

of Age 23 to 29 Years: 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Category 

Male 
Drop-outs 

Female 
Drop-outs 

Table 5.41 

Comparison of t1ale Fem.!!le Drop-outs 
(Age Group 23 to 29) 

N Mean s.o. t-ratio 
Age 

30 26.00 2.03 

Result 

zero Insignificant 

31 26.00 2.06 

The data as compiled in table 5.41 pertaining to the 

male and female drop-outs of age group 23 to 29 years with 

means 26.00 end 26.00 and standard deYiation 2.03 and 2o06 

respectively did indicate that only insignificant differ~nce 

existed between both the sexes (t • o.oo - statistically 

insignificant). 

the statistically insignificant difference between both 

the groups of different sexes of this age group did reveal 

that the groups were identical and homogeneous and the factor 

of age did not discriminate them on the variable of drop-outs. 

This might be attributed to the fact that most of the males 

and females were landless agricultural labour and their 

masters might be keeping them so busy that it might not be 

possible for them to continue to attend the adult education 
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clas~es and due to the pres!lur~ of work during the peak. 

season.they might have cut th~ classes and never come back 

to rejoin them and thus might have become drop-outs. It did 

reveal a situation in which tl1is group because of the bread 

and butter problem might be lesser motivated towards adult 

education as the current economic gains might not be v i!Jible 

to them in ito 

5.7.10 Cornpari!'lon of Malf" encl Ff"fllale Drop-outs 

of Age 15 to 22 Years: 

sr. 
No 0 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.4j 

Comparison of Male and Female Drop-cuts 
(Age 15-22 Years) 

Category N 

Male 38 
Drop-outs 

Femalf!' 36 
Drop-outs 

Mean s.o. 
Aqe 

19.5 1.74 

18.4 

t-ratio Result 

Statistically 
2.13 Signiftcant 

at .05 level 
of confidence 

The compilation of data in table 5.4j with regard to 

the drop-outs of male and female adults (age 15 to 22 years) 

with their means 19.05 and 18.04 and standard dnietion lo 75 

and 2.26, respectively, did reveal e situation in which a 

significant differ~nce existed between them (t • 2 0 11 -

statistically significant at .05 level of confidence). 
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The statistically sign if .icant differ~nce between the 

males and females of age group 15 to 22 years and the high 

mean of the males did re~eal that more males had dropped 

than females. which might be attributed to the fact that in 

a male dominated society like Punjab. man is more busy than 

the women. Whenever due to one reason or the other, the 

women cannot attend to the agricultural labour of the land-

lord, the system of sharing is so that man is to bear the 

burden and to work more which might have made them to become 

more drop-outs than the females. 

5.7.11 Overall Picture of the Age ofon Persistence 

and Drop-outs: 

The persistence of total males and females arranged on 

the basis of age in total groups, in the groups of those who 

were above 30 years of age and in the age group of 23 to 29 

years was identicalo However. in the comparison of total 

male persisters and drop-outs. the persistence was more 

dominant than drop-outo Similarly • in the age group of 1.5 

to 22 years of age the females had more of persistence than 

maleso 

The drop-out behaviour of different sexes in different 

age groups did reveal that these groups did not diseriminate 

in the groups of those who were above 30 years of age and 
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~lso those who fell in the ~~~ qroup of 23 to 29 years. 

However, in the age group of 15-22, the behaviour of drop-outs 

amongst the males was morP. dominant than the females. 

All these results did indicate that age as a ~ariable 

did effect the behaviour of total groups of males. and also 

groups of drop-outs and persistence in the groups of 15 to 22 

years of age. This might be indicative of the fact that in 

some age groups and in some comparisons of males and females 

age did play a role in categorising the sample as persistent 

and drop-out. 

s.s Comparison of Persisters and Drop-outs 

in Relation to Their Income: 

It has been hypothised that level of income could make 

some contribution in making the adult learners as persisters 

and drop-outs. It is also thought out that it might effect 

diff~rently in different eex~8 or in different cultures. 

so. it was decided to study the variable of income in relation 

to persistence and drop-out function of different groups. 
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5.8.1 Comparison of Male~ ru1d Females Fersisters Groups: 

5.5a 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Comparison of Male and Fem~le Persisters 
in Relation to Their Income 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Male 100 1015 488.8 
Persisters 

Result 

0.82 Insignificant 
Female 100 963 401.00 
Persisters 

In the table s.sa in all there were 100 male persis-

ters and 100 female persisters. In case of male the mean 

income was 1015 while it was 9fi3 in case of female adult 

learners. The s.o. was 488.8 in case of males and 401.10 

in case of females. The value of t-ratio w;ts o.s2 which was 

statistically insignificant. 

The insignificant difference between male and female 

persisters grouped on the basis of income, indicated that 

both the groups had the similar type of persisters amongst 

them and the income did not make any significant difference 

upon their P4!rsistenc::eo It might be attributed to the fact 

that both the males and females of different income groups 

had the same socio-economic background i.e. landless agric~l-

tural labour. In the peak seasons i.e. sowing and harvesting 
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they were so busy that many of th~m might have withdrl'wn 

from the adult education centres and only those who were 

highly motivated might have rejoined anri thus become 

persisters and remaining might have become drop-outs.. The 

motivation too would also he of the eimilar types ~ongst 

males and females as they were equally effected by the green 

revolution, social change and link roads thus depicted 

insignificant difference between the sexes on persistence 

on the variable of income. 

5.8.2 Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outsa 

Table s.5b 

sr. 
NOo 

1. 

2. 

Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 
in Relation to Their Income 

Category N Me8Il s.o. t-ratio 

Male 100 1016 503.95 
Drop-outs 

Female 100 979 542.92 
Drop-outs 

Result 

In sign if !cant 

The data in table S.Sb showed the difference between the 

means in the male and female drop-outs numbering 100 each. 

In case of male drop-outs the mean income was 1016 while in 

case of female drop-outs it was 979. The value of t-ratio 

was found to be 0.54 which was statistically insignificant. 
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The inB igni f icant diff f>l'"'nCP b~tween mal~ and f(!'mal~ 

drop-outs on the basis of their income did reveal that there 

existed no difference amongst them and that the groups were 

of the similar nature. It could be attributed to the fact 

that there wa~ no difference between their becoming drop-out 

because both the groups belonged to the same type of socio­

economic strata i.e. landless agricultural labour. The mass 

media mtght have also played the similar type of role to make 

them aware about the role of adult education and both the 

groups might have played the similar type of role for motiva­

ting the learners of both the sexes, towards adult education. 

It remains a fact that during the peak seasons of agriculture. 

all the labour remained so busy that ~lrnost all of them cut 

their classes. However, tho~e who were hiqhly motivated, and 

the spread of them will be of tl1e similar nature in both the 

groups, might have mad tl1em to rejoin the classes and thus 

to become persisters while others might have become drop-outs. 

The variable of income might have effected both the groups of 

drop-outs in the similar way. 
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s.a. 3 Comparison of Male Fersi!lters and Drop-outss 

Table 5.,5c 

Sro 
No 

1. 

2. 

Comparison of Male Persisters and Male 
Drop-outs in Relation to Their Income 

Category N Mean s.o. t-ratio Result 

Male 100 1015 488.8 
Persisters Ins i gn if ie ant 
Female 100 1016 503 0 95 
Persi!lters 

The statistics in table 545c showed the difference 

between the means in male persisters (n•lOO) and male drop-

outs (n•100) arranged on the basis of their income. In case 

of male persisters mean income score was 1015 whereas in ca•e 

of male drop-outs mean income score was 1016 while their s.Do 

wa!l 488o8 and 503~95 respectively. The t-ratio was 0.01 which 

was found to be statistically insignificanto 

The insignificant difference between male persisters 

and male drop-outs on the v ar !able of income did show that 

the groups did not discriminate between themselves and both 

the groups behaved similarly on the variable of income. It 

might be_ due to the fact that income of both the groups was 

of the similar nature as both the groups were landless 

labourerso Their drop-out behaviour was of the similar nature 

as both of them might have the similar type of motiYation as 
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as a result of masR medlrl, qr~""n revol11tlon ~nd social chang4!. 

Only those few who were hiqhly motivated might have cut their 

cle.sses during the peak cultivation period and rejoined back 

after the peak season!! and then become p~rsister!! while the 

remaining might have become drop-outs. 

5 0 8o4 Comparison of Female Persisters and Drop-outss 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table s.sd 

Comparison of Female Persisters and Female 
Drop-outs in Relation to Their Income 

Category N Mean s.D. t-ratio Result 

Female 100 963 401.00 
Persisters 

0 0 24 Insignificant 

F~ale 100 979 542.,92 
Drop-outs 

The data in table 5. Sd showed the mean difference betw•en 

female persisters and female drop-outs grouped on the baeia 

of income. In case of female persisters the mean income score 

was 963 while in case of female drop-outs the mean income 

score was 979. The standard deviation was 401.00 and 542.92 

respectively. The t-ratio was 0.24 which was statistically 

insignificant. 



220 

The insignificant diffPrt!'nce- betwePn the- female 

persisters and drop-outs grouped on the variable of income 

indicated that both the groups had behaved in the similar 

way with regard to persistence and drop-out phenomenono 

Those who were drop-out and persieter females were of tl1e 

similar nature and did not discriminate with each other 

indicating thereby that the groups were identical and 

homogeneous. It might be attributed to the fact that there 

might not be much difference in them as both the groups 

belonged to the same type of socio-economic status of landless 

labour. Otherwise too the social change# the agricultural 

revolution and the link roads might have effected all the 

females i.e. persisters and drop-outs, on the similar lines 

and thus made them to indicate only the in~ignific~nt 

difference in their becoming persisters and drop-outs. Only 

those who were highly motivated might have rejoined the 

adult education classes and thus become persisters leaving 

the others to become drop-outs which might be of the same 

level amongst females. It could also be due to the fact 

that females were engaged in different type of activities 

in their life i.e. labour, bearing and rearing of children, 

household etc., which might have effected thffil similarly to 

make them persisters and drop-outs. 



5e8.5 Comparison of Male ru1d Female Fersi~ters 

of High Income G roue: 

Table 5o:o5e 

Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 
of Income Above 2001 p~r ~1on th 

Sro Category 
Noo 

1. Male 
Persisters 

N 

8 

Mean S.D. t-ratio 

2200 150 

•221 

Result 

1. oo Insignificant 

Female 
Persister~ 

5 2400 244 

The tabulation of data in table 5.5e showed that in the 

income group of Rupees 2001 and above per month which was 

considered to be higher incQme group amongst adult learners, 

there were 8 male~ and 5 femaleso The mean monthly income 

of males was Rupee~ 2200 and that of female~ was Rupees 

2400. The s.o. of ml'!les wall 150 whil'! thoJOJe of femalee was 

244o The t-ratio of the groups was 1.00 which was statisti­

cally insignificanto 

The ~tatistically insignificant difference between the 

male and female samples of those who had monthly income above 

Rupees 2001 per month, did indicate that the groups of both 

the sexes were identical and homogeneous end did not diserimi-

nate between themselves. It might be attributed to the social 
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change, effect of mass media, gr.e~n revolution and link roads 

which might have effected the s~mple of both the sexes of 

highly income groups in the ~~me way ther~by depicting little 

difference in their behaviour of persistence in the process 

of adult education. It could al!!o be attributed to the fact 

that the sample was mostly composed of landless agricultural 

labour, who might now be becoming more income conscious than 

the previous generation emd thus keen to get enliqhtene-d by 

the adult education programme, the facilities of which were 

available to them. It might have effected both the male and 

femal~ groups in the similar way, thereby depicting the 

similar type of persistence in them. This consciousness could 

be attributed to the social change, green revolution and also 

effect of mass media. 

5.8.6 Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 

of Middle Income Group: 

Sro 
No 

1. 

Table 5o5f 

Comparison of Male and Female Persisters of 
Middle Income Group (Monthly Income Between 

Rupees 1000 to Rupees 2000) 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Male 48 1400.00 350.00 
Persisters 

Result 

1.33 In sign if !cant 
2. Female 35 1300.00 32 4. 00 

Persisters 
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The data tabulated in table 5.5f regarding the comparison 

of male and female sample of persisters of middle income gro~p 

with monthly income between Rupees 1000/- and Rupees 2000/­

showed that in all ther~ were 48 male persieters ~d 35 female 

persisters. The mean value of the income of males was 1400.00 

while that of females was 1300.oo. The t-value of the compari­

son was 1.33 which was statistically insignificant. 

The statistically insignificant difference between male 

and female middle income group persisters, having monthly 

income between rupees 1000/- to rupees 2000/-, did show that 

so for as the persistence amongst both the sexes was concerned• 

it was of the similar nature. It further indicated that the 

groups were identical and homogeneouso All this might be 

attributed to the social change which had come to the rural 

areas of Punjab as a result of link roads which might have 

decreased the difference in rural and urban groups of the 

sample and made them equally aware about the benefits of 

adult education. It could also be attributed to the effect 

of mass media \~ich too might have sharepened the social 

change effecting both the sexes in tl1e similar way. It could 

also be attributed to the green revolution which might have 

created the interest of the illiterates in adult education. 

It could also be attributed to the awarene5~ because of which 

the agricultural landless labour would have w~nted to count 

different aspects of life. 



s.s. 7 comparison of t-1ale __ ~n~_£.~male F~~.t~.!~.E~ 

of Low Income Group: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

Table S.Sg 

Compari~on of t1alP. and Fernal~ Persisters 
of Low Income Gr:Jup {Monthly 
Income Below Rso 999/-) 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Male 44 650 142 
Persisters 

224 

Result 

0.66 Insignificant 
2. Female 60 670 151 

Persi~ters 

The tabulation of data in table s.sg regarding the 

comparison of male and female persisters having monthly 

income below rupees 999/- which was categorised as the low 

income group having n 44 and mean 650 and s.o. 142 and n 60, 

mean 670 and s.n. 151. rf"~PP.Cti.vfll!ly r'Hd indicate th'lt no 

sign if !cant difference existed between them on the variable 

of persistence (t • 0.66 - statistically insi1fiifieant). 

The statistically insignificant difference between male 

and female persisters did show that the groups did not 

discriminate between them and were also homogeneous. All 

this might be attributed to the agricultural revolution 

because of which social and economic awareness might have 

similarly taken place amongst low income group of both the 

sexes. It could also be attributed to the social change 

which had been accelerated in rural Punjab. because of the 
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mass media re-volution and link roads, which had decreased 

the distance between the rur~l an(1 urhAn pPoplE" of both the 

sexes. It could also be attributed to the ethics with which 

the discrimination between tJ1e mRles and f emnles was lesser 

dominant due to the influence of Sikh religion, in which 

women folk is considerably more respected. 

s.s.s Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 

of High Income Groupa 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table S.Sh 

Comparison of Mal~ and Female Drop-outs 
of High Incom@'! Group 

(Monthly Income above Reo 2001/-) 

Category N Mean s.n. t-value 

Male 9 2300 0 00 220 0 00 
Drop-outs 

0.96 
Female 10 2400 0 00 234 0 00 
Drop-outs 

Result 

Insignificant 

The compilation of data in table s.Sh regarding the 

comparison of male and female drop-outs, with monthly income 

above rupees 200l/- per month, with n 9, mean 2 300 0 00 and 

s~D· 220oOO and n 10 and mean 2400.00 and s.o. 234.00, 

respectively did reveal that only insignificant difference 

existed between them (t • Oo96 - statistically insignificant). 
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The statistically insiqnificant difff"re>nce between the 

males and females having monthly income ~hove rupees 2001/-

did show that the groups were !den tic~l 1:1nrl homogeneous and 

that they had the similar type of drop-out behaviour in both 

the sexeso It could be attributed to the social change which 

had taken place in Punjab due to the mas~ media revolution 

and green revolution, which might have made them equally 

aware about the benefits of adult education. The drop-out 

of both the !!!exes could also be due to the fact that the 

sample being mostly composed of the landless agrJcul tural 

labour, might have been compelled to cut their classes in 

the peak seasons when they might be over-workedo They being 

lesser motivated or because of the apathy of the landlord 

which might be of the similar type for both the sexes might 

not have rejoined the classes and thus would have been te.rmed 

as drop-outs in both the sexeR. 

5.8.9 Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 

of Middle Income Groups 

Table s.si 
Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 
of Middle Income Group (Man thly Income 

Between Rupees 1000 to Rupees 2000/-) 

sr. Categoey N Mean S.D. t-value Result 
No. 

1. Male 42 1425 0 00 365 0 00 
Drop-outs 0.2 9 Insignificant 

2. Female 33 1400 0 00 368 0 00 
Drop-outs 
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The statistics in tAble 5,.5i regarding the- comparison 

of male and female drop-outs, having monthly income between 

rupees 1000/- and rupees 2000/-, with n 42, mean 1425.00 and 

S.D. 365 0 00, n 33, mean 1400o00 and S.D. 36A.OO, respectively 

did reveal that their existed no significant difference 

between them (t • 0.29 - statistically insignificant). 

The statistically insignificant difference between 

middle income group male and female adult learner drop-outs 

having monthly income between rupees 1000/- and 2000/-, did 

reveal that there existed no difference in their drop-out 

function. It might be attributed to the fact that the groups 

were identical and homogeneous. It might be attributed to the 

fact that the green revolution, social change and mass media 

might have motivated them to join the ~dult education centres, 

but pressure of work on the landless agriculture labour during 

the peak seasons might have made them to drop-out and their 

draping-out might not ha•e been broken by way of rejoining 

the adult education centres in both the sexes i.e. males and 

females. 
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5 .a .10 Comparison of Male and FE'malc 

Lower Income Drop-outs: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table s.s j 

Comparison of Hal~ and Female Lower Income 
Drop-outs (Monthly Income Below Rup~~s 999/-} 

Category N Mean S.D. t-htio Result 

Male 49 625.00 147 0 00 
Drop-outs o. 92 Insignificant 

Female 57 650.00 128 0 00 
Drop-outs 

The data in table s.Sj regarding the comparison of male 

and female adult learner drop-outs, having monthly income 

below rupees 999/-, did indicate that in all there were 49 

males and 57 females, the mean income of malea was 625oOO 

while that of the females was 650o00 and s.o. of males was 

147o00 and that of females was 128.,00. The t-valne was 0.92 

which was statistically insignificanto 

The statistically insiqnificant difference between the 

means of males and females of lower income group having 

monthly income of less than rupees 999/-, did reveal that 

the groups were of similar nature, identical and homogeneouso 

It could be attributed to the fact that while the effects of 

green revolution, social change, the mass media and link roads 

might have made them conscious about the benefits of literacy 
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learning classes, the pressure of work durinq the peak agri­

cultural sowing and harvesting seasons, m.ight have compelled 

them to cut the classes, which might have become permanent 

with them. Thus they might have become drop-outs from the 

adult education channel which too did not have so attractive 

facilities that adults be lured to rejoin them. All this 

might have effected the adult learners in the similar way. 

5.8.11 OVerall Picture of Fersisters and Drop-outs 

on the Basis of Income: 

The comparison of total males and females, male and 

female drop-outs, male persisters and drop-outs, female 

persisters and drop-outs, male and female persisters having 

monthly income above rupees 2001/-, between rupees 1000/­

and 2000/- and less than rupees 999/- in botll the sexes end 

male and female drop-outs having monthly inco~e above rupees 

2001/-, monthly income between rupees 1000/- and 2000/- and 

also monthly income less than rupees 999/-, on the Yariable 

of income did not show any significant difference between the 

groups indicating thereby that the income did not effect 

their persistence and drop-out functions of the different 

sexes. This might be said to be attributed that income was 

not a major factor which effected th~ drop-outs or persist~nce 

of both the groups. 



5.9 Comparison of Persisters and Drop-outs 

in Relation to Intelligence 1 
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It has been hypothised that intelligence is an 

important factor which effected the persistence and drop-out 

behaviour of adult learners, However, the function of this 

variable with regard to adult education has not been much 

explored. It was thus divided to conduct this investigation 

with regard to this variable i.e. intelligence on the effect 

of persistence and drop-outs. 

5.9.1 Comparison of Male and Female Persisters: 

Table 5 .6a 

Comparison of Male and Female Persisters 
in Relation to Their Intelligence 

sr. Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio Result 
No. 

1. Mal~ 100 40.00 9.13 
Persisters 

2. 15 Significant 
2. Female 190 43.00 10.56 at .os level 

Persisters of confidence 

The data tabulated in table 5.6a of male and female 

persisters grouped on the variable of intelligence did show 

that the male persisters numbering 100 had the mean score of 

40.00 and s.n. 9.13 while the female persisters numbering 

100 had the mean score of 43.00 and S.D. 10.56. The t-ratio 

was 2.15 which was found to be statistically significant at 

.os level of confidence" 
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The statistically significant difference between the 

m~le and female persister"' on thf'! variable of lntf'!lligence 

and higher mean of the female persisters indicated that 

female persisters were more intelligent than the male 

persisters. It might be attributed to the fact that the 

females would have become more alive to adult education 

because of their peculiar position of looking after the 

household, bearing and rearinq of the children and also 

sharing the labour of the landlord· with their husbands and 

thus might be attending the centres, and become more 

persisters than mena This could also be due to the fact that 

mass media might have made the intelligent group of female 

persisters more conscious about the adult education programme 

as compared to the male group of persistP.rs. It could also 

be attributed to the fact that intelligent females were 

feeling more pinch of their being exploited by the landlords 

as most of them belonged to the landless agricultural labour 

and it might have made them aware about the benefits of adult 

education programme. 
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5.9.2 Comparison of Male and F·emale Drop-outsz 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6b 

Comparison of Male and Female Drop-outs 
in Relation to Their Intelligence 

Category N Mean s.o. t-ratio 

Male 100 30.00 12.94 
Drop-outs 

1.12 

Female 100 32.00 12.39 
Drop-outs 

Result 

In sign if ican t 

The data in table S.6b showed the difference b@tween 

means of male and female drop-outs in relation to their 

intelligence. In case of male drop-outs the mean intelligence 

score was 30.00 in case of female drop-outs the mean intelli-

gence score wa" 32.00. The .s.u. of rn~tle!!! w'!!'J 12.84 l'!nd ttu-tt 

of females 12.39. The t-ratio 1.12 which was not statistically 

significant. 

The insignificant difference between male and female 

drop-outs grouped on the basis of intelligence did show that 

both the groups of male drop-outs and female drop-oute did 

not discrimin~te on their becoming drop-cuts on the basis of 

intelligence. This might be attributed to the fact that the 

male drop-outs and female drop-outs were of the similar 

intelligence. This might be attributed to both the environ-

mental factors. Most of them, being m~mbers of landless 
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families, rr.ight have been hrcuqllt out in i'lt:m')sphere which 

might not be congenial to continue in the adult education 

programme and thus responsible for their becoming drop-outs 

for both males and females. It might also he ~ttributed to 

the social change, which might have made them conscious to 

join the adult learning classes while the pressure of work 

during the peak harvesting season and the apathy of the 

landlord would have compelled them to cut the classes which 

might have become a permanent feature with them and thus 

they might have become drop-outs. 

5.9.3 Comparison of Male Persisters and Drop-outs: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6c 

Comparison of Male Persisters and Drop-outs 
in Relation to Their Intelligence 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio Result 

Male 100 40 0 00 9.13 Sign if !cant Per8isters 6. 35 at .01 level 

Male 100 30.00 12.84 of confi-

Drop-outs dence 

The tabulation of data in table 5.6c showed the 

difference between the means of male persisters and drop-outs 

in relation to their intelligence. In case of persisters the 

mean intelliqence scarP w~~ 40.00 whtlP Jn c.,~,. of drop-onte 
persJ sters 

the mean intelligence score was 30.00 o The s. D. of male f. was 
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ri ["f)[' .J)l' .. " 

Q.13 and that of m'llP. L 1:?.. 8 ~. 'llJ~ vn. I Uf"' of t-ratio wl'te 

6.35 which was statistically significant at .01 level of 

confidenceo 

The ~tatistically significant differenc~ between male 

persisters and male drop-outs and higher score of pereistera 

on their intelligence score did reveal that the male r~rsister! 

were more intelligent than male drop-outs. It might be attri-

buted to the fact that those who are more intelligent might 

have conceived the benefits of adult education in a better way 

and become more aware about it~ which might have made them 

more motivated to go in for it and then to persist in ito 

Even when the load of work of labour in the peak season might 

have made them more motivated to go in for it and then to 

persist in it. Even if thP loed of work of lAbour in thP. 

peak season might have compelled them to drop-out of the 

adult education classes~ the effort on their part might b~ 

either not to cut them or to rejoin back as early as possible 

so as to become persisters rathern than drop-outs. On the 

other hand those who had lesser score on intelligence might 

not have realised the benefits of adult education to the same 

extent and thus not joined the classes after the peak ~eason 

and thus might have become drop-outs. 
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5. 9. 4 Comparison of Female l'e rsisters and Drov-outs: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6d 

Comparison of Female Persisters and Drop-outs 
in Relation to Their Intelligence 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio Results 

Female 100 43.00 10.56 Significant 
Persisters 6. 76 at .01 level 
Female 100 32.00 12.39 of confidence 
Drop-outs 

The data in table 5 .6d showed the difference between 

the means in female persisters and drop-outs in relation to 

their intelligence. In case of female persisters the me~n 

intelligence score was 43.00 and in case of drop-outs the me~n 

intelligence score was 32.00. The S.D. of female persisters 

was 10.56 and that of female drop-outs was 12.39. The t-

value was found to be 6.76 which was statistically significant 

at .01 level of confidence. 

The statistically significant difference between the 

t-ratio of female persisters and female drop-outs on the 

variable of intelligence and higher mean of female persisters 

did indicate that the female persisters were more intelligent 

than female drop-outs. The intelligence of female persisters 

might have ma~e them more alive to the benefit~ of adult 

education and their exploitation by the landlord!! and thus 
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motivated thf"m to go in for thP .qr]qlt f.'"dl!c<"tlrm cl.ll"Jf!fi'!Ao 

The higher intelligent group might have highly motivated to 

make them more inclined to rejoin the adult education centre 

after the peak agriculture season or not to cut these at all 

if they could afford to do so even in very busy seasons. 

This might have made them persisters while those. who might 

not be so intelligent and thus alive to the economic and social 

benefits of adult education might have become lesser conscious 

to attend the adult education centres or might not have ignored 

these after cutting them during the peak season and thus become 

~rop-outs. All this went to indicate that intelligence was an 

important factor in the drop-out and persistent behaviour 

amongst female adult learnerso 

5.9.5 Comparison of Above Average Intelligent 

Male and Female Persisters: 

sr. 
NO. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6e 

Comparison of Above Average Intelligent 
Male and Female Persisters 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Male 12 56 .oo 0.57 
Persisters 

zero .. 

Female 10 56.00 1. 72 
Persisters 

Result 

Insiqnificant 
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The tabulation of P,ata in table 5o6e with regard to the 

above average male and female adult l~arner persisters did 

reveal that the male group consisted of 12 persis.ters while 

the female persister group contained 10 p~rsons. TI1e m~an 

of males was 56.00 and that of females was 56.00. The s.o. 

of males was 0.57 and that of females was 1.72. The t-value 

was zero indicating thereby that no significant difference 

existed between them. 

The statistically insignificant difference between the 

above average intelligent male and female persisters did 

reveal that the groups were identical and homogeneous. It 

could be attributed to the fact tl1at being above average 

intelligent groups they might have been able to conceive the 

benefits of adult education classes and thus become more 

aware of it and joined the adult education centre. Being 

highly motivated the learners of both the sexes might have 

somehow managed to continue in it even during peak agricultural 

seasons i.e. sowing and harvesting. or rejoined the classes as 

soon as it was possible for them to do so. It could also be 

attributed to the fact the being more intelligent they might 

have been able to strike and adjustment with the landlord eo 

that they could attend the adult learning classes. All this 

might have made both the males and females groups equally 

persisters. 



5.9.6 comparison of Average Intelligent 

Male and Female Persistersa 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6£ 

Comparison of Average Intelligent 
Male and Female Persisters 

Categocy N Mean S.D. t-~alue 

Male 47 46.00 3.15 
Persisters 1.58 
Female 50 47.00 3.07 
Persisters 
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Result 

InsiQn if !cant 

The compilation of data in table 5.6f regarding the 

comparison of males and females pertaining to the average 

intelligence groups, did indicate that n was 4 7 for males, 

while it was 50 for females. The mean of males was 46.00 

and that of females was 47.00. The t-value of comparison 

of the groups was 1.58 which was statistically insignificant. 

The statistically insignificant difference between male 

and female groups of average intelligent persisters did reveal 

that both the groups had behaved similarly with regard to 

their persistence indicating thereby that the groups were 

identical and homogeneous. This might be attributed to the 

fact that being of average intelligence, they might have 

conceived the benefits of adult education classes similarly 

and made them equally aware to join it. It would also have 
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been possible that somehow or the other they miqht have 

been in a position to continue in thP. adult l~~rninq cla~s~s 

regularly or with breaks and thus would have become persisters. 

It would have effected the adult learners of both the groups 

similarly. 

5.9.7 ~mparison of Below Average Intelligent 

Male and Female Persisters: 

sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.6g 

Comparison of Below Average Intelligent 
Male and Female Persisters 

Categocy N Mean S.D. t-value 

Male 31 29.00 7.85 

Result 

Persisters 1.11 Insignificant 

Female 40 2 7 .oo 7.08 
Persisters 

The data in table 5 o6g regarding the comparison of male 

and female persisters containing 31 males and 40 females, 

had the means of 29.00 and 27.00 respectively. The S.D. of 

males was 7.85 and females 7.08. The t-value was 1.11 which 

was statistically insignificant. All this indicated that 

little difference existed between the means of both the groups. 

The insignif lean t difference between the meru1 s of males 

and females, depicted that the groups were identical and 

homogeneous and did not distinguish with each other. It 
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could possibly be due to the fact that being motiwated for 

adult education programme. both thP male and female groups 

might have joined the adult education centres and some how or 

the other managed to continue in it or to rejoin these after 

the days of peak eeasons work so as to become persieters. All 

this went to indicate that with the below average intelligent 

persisters, thE" variable of int.~lliqenc" dtd not mftkf" "ny 

difference ~pon the function of different sexes to becoming 

persistent. 

5.9.8 Comparison of Above Average Intelligent 

Male and Female Drop-outs: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

Table 5.6h 

Comparison of Above Average Intelligent 
Male and Female Drop-outs Groups 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Male 5 55.60 o.so 

Result 

Drop-outs o.ao Insignificant 

2. Female 4 56.00 0.70 
Drop-outs 

The data. in table 5.6h comparing the significance of 

means of males and females of above (tVeraqe intelligent 

groups did reveal that in their groups the n of males was 

5 and that of females 4. The mean of males was 55.60 and 

females 56.00. The S.D. of males was o.so and that of 
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females 0 0 70. The t-ratio wc3s o.oo which w~.s statistically 

insignificant. All this went to indicate that there existed 

little difference of the males and females a(lul t learner 

drop-outs. 

The statistically insignificant difference between the 

male and female drop-outs of above average intelligent groups 

did reveal that the groups were homogeneous and identical. 

which might be attributed to the fact that most of them being 

landless agricultural labour, might have become anxious of the 

benefits of adult .education programme and thu~ joined the 

classes. But the load of work of the landlord or the load of 

work during the peak seasons, might have compelled them to 

drop-out of the adult education class and this might have 

become their permanent function thus labelling them as drop-

outso It might have effected both the male and female groups 

on the similar lines, thus making them drop-outs only at 

insignificant level of confidence. 

5.9.9 Comparison of Average Intelligent Male and 

Female Drop-out Groupss 

The data compiled in table 5.6i regarding the comparison 

of male and female sample of average intelligent drop-outs, 

did reveal that the male group was composed of 26, and female 

group 28 adult drop-outs. The mean of males was 43.00 and that 



sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

Table 5.61 

Comparison of Average Intelligent Hale 
and Female Drop-out Groups 

Categocy N Mean S.D. t-r<\tio 

Male 26 43.00 3.49 
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Result 

Drop-outs Oo99 In significant 
Female 28 42.00 3.99 
Drop-outs 

of females was 42.00. The S.D. of males was 3~49 and that 

of females was 3.99. The t-ratio was 0.99 which was statist-

ically insignificant. This went to indicate that little 

difference existed between the means of both the groups ioe. 

male and female drop-outs of average intelligence. 

The statistically insignificant difference between the 

means of average intelligent male and female drop-outs did 

reveal that the groups were of similar type, identical and 

homogeneous. This behaviour of drop-outs could be attributed 

to the fact that the benefits of green revolution, social 

change and mass media might have made them equally conscious 

and aware about the benefits of adult education resulting in 

their joining the adult education centres. However, the work 

load of the landlord, or apathy of the lrutdlord or economic 

compulsions, might have made th~m incapable of continuinq in 
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it and thus they must had become drop-outs. lt might have 

affected both the males and females in the similar way as 

both the sexes might have be~n put in t:he ~imilar type of 

tight position of employment of th~ landowner~ which WAft due 

to the sharing system of agricultural labour. 

5.9.10 Comearison of Below Average Male 

and Female Drop~uts: 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

Table S.6j 

Comparison of Below Average Int~lligent 
Male and Female Drop-out Groups 

Category N Mean S.D. t-ratio 

Malt!~! 69 23 0 00 7.70 

Result 

Drop-outs Insigniflcant 

2. Female 68 22.00 8.16 
Drop-outs 

The data in table 5.6j regarding the comparison of male 

and female drop-outs of belo'tr average intelligent grou('!! 

indicated that whereas there was 69 males and 68 females in 

both the groups, the mean of males was 23.00 and that of 

females was 22.00. The s.Do of males was 7.70 and that of 

females was 8.16. The t-ratio of th~ difference between the 

means was 0.74, which was statistically insignificant 

indicating that the groups of diffe.ron t seY.es did not differ 

with each other, on draping-out. 
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The statistically in siqrd f ic;•n t {Hf f~">r.f'?n-::1'!' between thl! 

means of below average groups of males and fem~les did reveal 

thl'l t the drop-ott t ph~nomenon of both the •:H OU! '5 was identical 

and that the groups were homogt?neous in natur~. This might 

be attributed to the fact that the benefits of the green 

revolution, social change and mass media had made them cons-

cious so that they might have joined the adult education 

classes, but the load of work in th.,. t11n11l ..-rnnnmy, ,_,.p.,.rf~t1 ly 

during the peak season of harvesting etc. might have turned 

them drop-outs by way of compelling them to cut their classes 

which might not have changed later on and they might have 

become drop-outs. This might be indicative of the fact that 

intelligence had played little role in the drop-out of the 

males and females. 

5.9.11 Overall Picture of Persisters and Drop-outs 

With Regard to Intelligencel 

The higher mean of female persisters than male persisters 

on the total group of persisters, of male pers tsters when 

compared with male drop-outs and of female drop-outs as 

compared with female persisters of similar intelligence, did 

reveal that in all these groups the persistence and drop-out 

in the similar intelligence has discriminatedo However, the 

male drop-outs and female drop-outs of the similar intelligence 
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did not di~criminate with e,.dt other. Th~ ~Jrntlar 

intelligence groups of male and female persisters of above 

average intelligence. average intelligence, below average 

intelligence of male and female persisters, and ~bove average 

intelligence, average intelligence and belo~ average 

intelligence of drop-outs of males and females also did not 

discriminate with each other. All this revealed that within 

the groups males and females of above average, average and 

below average intelligence, th~ groups of persisters .did 

not discriminate with each other. Similar was the function 

of draping-out of the above average intelligence, average 

intelligence end below average inte 11 iqf"nce wh t~h did not 

discriminate between the droping-out func';ion of different 

sexes when compAred with the qroup of th~ S<lrn~ intP.lligf'"nce. 

5.10 Conclusions: 

1. a) In the total sample sex was not an important variable 

to discriminate the persistents and drop-outs 

phenomenon. 

b) In the scheduled caste sample sex was not an important 

vari~le to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon o 

c) In the backward classes sex was not an important 

variable to determine the persistent and drop-o11t 

phenomenon. 
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2. a) In the total sample marriage was not an important 

variable to discriminate between th~ iirop-out and 

persistent phenomenon of different sexeso 

b) In the widows and widowers sex was not an important 

factor to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon of different sexes. 

c) In the legally separated groups, sex was not an 

important variable to determine the persistent and 

drop-out phenomenon of different sexes. 

d) In the divorcees sex was not an important variable 
f'( 

to determine the persistent and drop-out phenomenon 

of different sexes. 

3. a) In the total sample the type of the family was not an 

important variable to determine the drop-out and 

persistent phenomenon of different sexes. 

b) In the joint families sex was not an important variable 

to determine the persistent and drop-out phenomenon of 

different sexes. 

c) In the nuclear families sex was not an important 

variable to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon of different sexeso 

4. a) In the total sample age as a variable did not discri-

minate between the persisters and drop-outs of 

different sexes. 
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b) ln the comparison of: rnnJ.~ pP. rs i !'lte r !1 1>1nd drop-on t!'l, 

the group of persisters \vas of significantly higher 

age. / 
c) In the groups of aged 30 years and above adult learners 

sex was not an important variable to determine the 

persistent and drop-out phenomenon. 

d) In the groups of aged 23 to 30 years adult learners 

sex was not an important variable to determine the 

persistent and drop-out phenomenon. 

e) In the age group 15 to 22 adult learners, eex did 

discriminate between the male and fernalt=> persisters 

as well as drop-outs. On the vari"!ble of persistence 

females had fared better than men adu 1 t learners. 

However, en the variable of drop-outs the males had 

acquired sign if ican tly more drop-aut ph~~;·n'Jmenon indica-

ting thereby that females had leB!'Ier tendency to 

drop-out. 

So a) In the total sample income as a variable did not 

discriminate between persistent and drop-out phenomenon 

of different sexes. 

b) In the above average income groups, h~ving monthly 

income of rupees 2001 and above, income as a variable 

did not discriminate the persistent and drop-out 

behaviour of both the sexes. 
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c) In the average income groups, having monthly income 

between rupees 1000 anrl rupe~s 2000, income did not 

discriminate the persistent and drop-out behaviour 

of both the sexes. 

d) In the below average inccme groups of those who had 

monthly income below rupees 999, the income as a 

variable did not discriminate between the persistent 

and drop-out functions of both the sexes. 

6. a) The comparison of total male and total female groups 

on the basis of intelligence did reveal that females 

group was more intelligent and had fared better than 

ma.:Es on persist~nce functiono 

b} The male drop-outs did not discriminate on drop-out 

phenomenon with the female drop-outs grouped on the 

basis of intelligence •. 

c) The comparison of male persisters and drop-outs grouped 

on the basis of intelligence did reveal that male 

persisters group ~d displayed more persistence and 

had significantly more intelligence than male drop-out 

groupo 
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d) In the comparison of female persisters and drop-outs, 

grouped on the basis of intell:f.genct"', the persistent 

group had displayed that they were more intelligent 

t.'lan the drop-out femoles. 

e) When the male and female groups were arranged on the 

basis of above average intelligence 1 average 

intelligence and below average intelligence the groups 

did not discriminate with each other on the basis of 

sex. 
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CHAPI'ER VI 

SUHMARY, CONCLUSICl:JS N·JD SUGGESTIUNS 

6. 1 Summary: 

During the First World War and also th~ Second World 

War, many Indian soldiers were made to participate in them in 

foreign lands. They visited countries like U.K., u.s.A., 

u.s.s.R etc. and obseryed the educational system of those 

lands. This enlightend them about the need of education 

specially of adult education. When after the wars, they landed 

in their country, they were infused with the idea of creatin9 

an atmosphere in which. elder pP.ople and adults could be exposed 

to the funds of knowledge and taught three H' s in such a way 

that it would be useful for them as well as the society. This 

could be said to be the beginning of adult education system in 

India. Before India became free in 1947, voluntary organisa­

tions took up the work, promotion and expansion of the adult 

education. Sir M. Visvasvaraya, Dewan of Hysore State started 

some night schools for the rural adults of the State about the 

year 1912 and organised some libraries as well. Montford 

Reforms marked another stage in the development of adult 

education. Tagore made Shantiniketan as the centre of Adult 

Education. Several adult literacy campaigns were Atarted in 

different states. Consequently, night school8 ~nd njqht classE 

were organised in the United Provinces, Punjab, Bombay, Hadhya 
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Pradesh, Bengal and Madras. By 1927 in Punjab alone there 

were 3784 niqht schools with an enrolment of ;;~hout one lakho 

Adult education received a set back between 1927 to 1937o 

because economic depression, political disturbance and 

communal bit ternesso As a result of it many of the adult 

schools were closed. According to Oxford Pamphlet on Indian 

Affairs, the number of students in adult schools in the Punjab 

alone fell from 98,414 in 1927 to 5,000 in 1937. The number 

of adult schools in Punjab fell from 3,784 in 1927 to 189 in 

1937. Practically this "''as the stage when Adult Education 

Programme had come to exist only in the name. The formation 

of popular ministries in 1937, gave Adult Education not only a 

new life but also a new orientation. The governments of the 

States, led by the Congress Party, accepted adult education as 

a responsibility of the government. 

The most notable event before Independence, which had an 

impact on the future development of 8dult educ~tion movement, 

was the founding of the Indian Adult Education Association 

(IAEA) in 1939. For the Association hence forw~rd it became a 

forum for exchange of views and opinions on adult educationo 

It began to impress upon public bodies and the Government about 

the importance of adult education and the need for well thought 

out policies. 
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Although during 1937-17, thr. f'r':Jvinc,.,~ rrPd~=> ~ctne ['rogrens 

in educating the adult masses, yet Funjab took the lead for 

doing soo Whereas the country as a whole m;"ldP. 70% advance in 

literacy in the deQade 1937-41, in Funjab it was 140Y.o 

1'he movement of adult educ~tion received a set back during 

the period 1942-47 because of (i) Second World War, {ii) Uuit 

India Movement, (iii) Communal tension in India created by 

various political parties. It was after Independence, the 

attitude of Government towards adult education began to broaden 

the base of education to include not only the upper echelons 

and the professional classes of society, but also the poor 

sections including schl!duled castes and schP.duled trihf!B and 

the exploited section of society i.e. women. In 1949, a nation 

wide programme of social education wa~ proposed for illiterate 

masses wherein 50% illiteracy ~~as to be removed in a period of 

five yearso However, it remained a paper tiger and inspite of 

wide ranging efforts since then the number of illiterates in 

India has continued to increase year after yearo It is for the 

first time in the history of India in 1991 that the number of 

literates (52%) has outnumbered the number of illiterate~ in 

this country of the size of a sub-continent. However, in 

absolute number during 1951-81, illiterate persons increased 

from 300 million to 437 million. It will, however, be 

disheartening to note that inspite of the fact that in 1991, 
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India could boast of the fact tJ1at it conta.ined P1ajority of 

literates, the number of illiterates too increased in absolute 

numbers. It has also been hypothised, in the world perspective 

that illiteracy has a positive correlation with the increase 

in population and thus one of the methods of controlling the 

population increase is the removal of illiteracy. It can 

further be hypothised that it might be one of the strong 

reasons that increase in number of ill! terAt~1'1 tu~d been 

accompanied by the increase in population. As per 1991 Census, 

the number of literates (aged seven and above) is 352 million 

against 324 million illiterates. In 1991 Census, the literacy 

rate for males is 63.96 while the corresponding figure for 

females is only 39.42. 

In Punjab, literacy rate in the age-group of 15-35 years 

in 1961 was 28.80% which for males and females was 39.~~ and 

16.9% respectively. In 1971 census was 33o67Y. which for males 

40.38 and females 25.90%. The literacy percentage 40.86% in 

1981 which for males and females was 4 7.16% and 39,.69% 

respectively. Literacy rate in age group ;:tbove 7 years in 1991 

census was 57.14% which for males and females 63 0 68% and 49.72% 

respectively. It is, however, hearterdnq to note that it is 

above the all India figures. 
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On October 2, 1978, N a tfr_m nl Adu 1 t Education Programme 

WAEP) was launched. The target of the programme wAs to cover 

by 1984 the entire illiterate population the 15-35 age group 

{~stimated to be 100 million in 107~) by m0htlf~ing ~11 

possible resources at the central, state and local levels. 

The Central Government in its Draft Plan 1978-83 earmarked 

Rs. 2,000 million (200 crores), accounting for 10 per cent of 

the total educational budget, for the programme. This was in 

addition to the financial support to be offered by the states 

and voluntary agencies. 

The conceptual frame,Iork of the NAEP has been concretized 

around three aspects of its proqramme content1 

literacy and numeracy, at a level which would enable 

learners to continue to learn in a self reliant manner. 

functional development, functionality beinq viewed as the 

role of an individual as a producer and worker, as a 

member of the family and as a citizen in the civic and 

political system. 

social awareness, including an awareness of the impediments 

to development, of laws and government policies, and the 

need for the poor and illiterate to organise themselves 

in pursuance of their leg! timate interests and for group 

action. 



255 

In 1986, the lnclian GovPrnmr:>nt. anno11n·:~d .its new 

Education Policy o It env !sages that adult education would 

be a means for reducing, economic, social and gender dispari­

ties. The programme will lay emphasis on skill development 

creation of awareness among the learner's of the national 

goals, of development programmes and for liberation from 

oppression. It would be a phased time bound programme, cover­

ing 40 million by 1990 and another 60 million by 1995o The 

past programmes had suffered due to excessive dependence on 

administrative structures, and lack of involvem~nt of the mass 

organisations, media and educational institutions. This 

imbalance will be corrected by involving mass organisations 

and the entire educational system; all development departments 

"will be expected to utilize the adult education programme for 

the furtherance of their objectives". 

A mass functional literacy programme was launched on 

May 1, 1986 involving 200,000 national social service students 

and 100,000 non-NSS students in the Universities. The student 

volunteers are expected to teach 2-5 adults illiterates each 

in the neighbourhood according to their convenienceo Similar 

groups of illiterate population woulr'l he cov,.red thro•Jgh 

projects like each-one-teach-one by volun te~r 9 o 



256 

The univ~rsalisation of pr in,Rry educat ton ~nd rate of 

literacy are inter-linked, becan se lrtr::k of un t·:er.salization 

continues to add to the number of illiterateso The number of 

illiterates hns been increasin1 l~rcJ~ly due to inad~quat~ 

provision of universal elementary education in the age group 

of 6-11 years, a large rate of drop-out and population 

explosion. 

To begin with, its broad framework was structured at the 

Fifth National Conference of IAEA held in Rewa from December 

29 to 31, 1941. The conference brought out clearly the 

atmosphere created by Independence and its impact on adult 

education movement. The Conference, defined the concept, 

stating that: 

"adult education is larger than literacy and 
literacy should not be regarded as the best 
or the inevitable starting point of adult 
education in the prevailing circumstances of 
the country. Adult education must aim at 
enabling the common man to live a richer life 
in all its aspects - social, ec0nomic, cultural 
and moral. For this purpose, adu 1 t P.riuc.,tion 
must definitely envisage all adult centres, as 
social centres, interested prim~rily in providing 
social, recreational and cultural facilities for 
the people and must endeav:mr t0 rievf'l'lop th'!"'ir 
powers of initiative, judgement and integrity as 
citizens". 

A more cleared definition given by the UNESCOs "The term 

adult education denotes the en tire body of organ !sed educational 

processes, whatever content, level and method, whether formal 
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or othervdse, whether they prol~'nq or repl;:\Cr> in i t!nl 

education in schools, colleqes And universitiP~ as w~ll ns in 

apprenticeship, whereby persons regarded as adults by the 

society to which they belong, d~velop their 1'\bilities, enrich 

their knowledge, improve their technical professional qualifi­

cation and bring about changes in their attitude or behaviour 

in the two-fold perspective of full personal development and 

participation in balanced anrl independent socif'll, economic ~nd 

cultural development. Adult education embraces all forms of 

educational experience!! needed by men and women according to 

their varying interests and requirements, at their differing 

level of comprehension and ability, and their changing roles 

and responsibilities throughout life". 

As laid down in the Deve lor..mE"n t of Adult Education a 

Aspects and Trends {UNESCO) "adult education has come to be 

recognised as necessary for everyone and as fundamental aspect 

of the right to education which was vital to individual self­

fulfilment as to social developnent and progress". 

According to Mukerji (1964), "Adult ed11cation may be 

defined as very broadly as to include all instructions, formal 

or informal imparting to adul tso In India, <=~ri•Jl t education 

has two aspectsa 
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la) Adult literacy i.eo educatitJn to those adults who 

nevf"r had any schoolinq., 

(b) Continuation education of the adult lit~rate"o 

In countries like India, where the number of literates 

has only marginally crossed the number of illJterates, for 

the first time in India according to the Census of 1991, the 

adult illiteracy can be attributed to those who are illiterates 

from generations, those who have dropped out of the educational 

channels and also those who become literates but later on lapsed 

back to illiteracyo However, it might not be possible to 

conduct one study by an individual researcher who has only 

limited resources to embrace the total problem. It is thus 

desirable that one of those aspects be explored in a systematic 

way in one investigationo It can, however, will be conceptual­

ised that the problem of those who either by virtues of being 

either illiterate by generations or those who have dropped out 

of the educational channel for on~ r~~son or tll~ oth~r ""~ 

become ill! terates and got in to the trap of adult education, 

but again dropped out of it, was more serious and needed to be 

explored scientifically. 

A drop-out is usually understood to be a p;:~rticipant 

leaving a course without accomplishing the prO';]ratr-me' s 

objectiveo In literacy programm~s, use of the term implies 

that learners have been unsucces~ful in masterinq the 
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fundmnentals of literacy, Pnd tl1at the inst·ructi.onal effort 

made this consequently been a fnilure as far as they are 

concernedo It is, however, possible that drop-outs have 

achieved the personal objectives that led therr1 to enrol in 

the course and are therefore leaving it with a sense of 

success rather than of failure. 

Various operational definitions of the drop-out have 

been developed by ind1v idual literacy progri'lrnmP. to eui t their 

specific objectiveso The resulting diversity is such that one 

has to be very cautious when comparing drop-out statistic~ 

from different programmeso 

Bhandari and Mehta (1973) defined a persister as one, 

"who joined the literacy or functional literacy class and 

continued to participate in it for a period of C\t least three 

months (out of six month course) or has a minimum of 50 per 

cent attendance in the classeso 
I 

Griffith {1964) emphasi~ed the need for research on 

problems of institutional growth and developnen t and recommends 

sorely needed research to help adult educator::: increase under-

standing of the processes by which institution adapt or fail 

to react to environment changes. 

With few exceptions none of the researchers in the field 

of adult education focussed his attention on the comparative 
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study of the characteristics of rural adult tlr-::>p-outs and 

persisters. In the present tim('s when the imrqrtanc:e of ~dult 

education is being recognised more emphr~tical.ly ~nc'! government 

is trying to make it a tool for the develormf>nt efforts, the 

programme needs to be evaluated for the benefit of drop-outs. 

so that some more concrete steps are taken to rope them in ito 

One of the methods to do so is to study as to how those who 

drop-out of the adult education programme and also those who 

.present in it differ with each othero The investigator having 

the rural background, being interested in the adult education 

programme and rural uplift become interested to study the 

characteristics of those who drop-out of the adult educ~tion 

programme and those who persist in it decided to conduct one 

such investigationo 

6.2 The Problema 

A Comparative Study of the Character is tics of Rural 

Adult Drop-outs and Persisterso 

6o3 Qperational Definitions of Important Terms: 

Adultsa 'lhe term 'Adult' has l:een VAriously def inedo The 

Sargent Committee was of the view that for the purpose of 

adult education, an adult is a person between the age group 

of 10-35 years. The Indian Education Commission (1964-66) 

had recommended that persons between the age group of 15-45 

years should be covered under the adult educntion programmes. 
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In present study, the term "Adult" implied all those indivi­

duals who were participating in the adult education centre~. 

Drop-outss The term drop-out is generally used for a pupil who 

leaves the formal primary school before completing V standard. 

Sometime~ the term drop-out il'f "~""d f0r,. f'"'rt·tf~tp ... nt who 

leaves course without accomplishing the objectives of the 

programme. In the present study • the term dr-:>p-out is u!!Jed 

for those learners who had not attended the cl'3sses more than 

20 days during the period of six months. 

Persisters: The term persister is used for a rupil r.-:ho joined 

the literacy or functional literacy closs md crJn tinued to 

participate in it for a period of at least three months (out 

of six months course) or has a minimum ~f 50 t;~r cent attendance 

in the classes. In the present study • the term persister is 

used for those learners who had joined th~ literacy class and 

continued to participate in it for a period of at least three 

months (out of six months course). 

6.4 Objectives: 

1. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their age. 

2. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their marital status. 

3. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their f;:,mily structure, 

' 
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4. To study the character.istics of rurul C1'l11lt drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to th~Jr incqm~. 

5. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their cast~. 

6. To study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their intelligent. 

1. To study the ch~racterist.ics of nu·al drop-outs and 

persisters in relation to thelr sexo 

e. To compare the characteristics of married and unmarried 

rural adult drop-outs and persisters. 

9o To compare the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters having joint families and those having 

nuclear families. 

10. To compare the characteristics of low income group, 

average income group and high income group of rural 

adult drop-outs and persisters. 

11. To compare the characteristics of scheduled caste and 

non-scheduled caste rural adult drop-outs and 

persisters. 

12o To compare the characteristics of more intelligent, 

average intelligent and less intelligent rural adult 

drop-outs and persisters. 

13. To study the sex differences of rural adnl t drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their age, marital status, 

family structure, occupation, income, caste and 

intelligence. 
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14. To compare the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters of lower age, middle age and higher 

aqe group. 

15. 'l'o study the characteristics of rural adult drop-outs 

and persisters in relation to their occupation. 

6. 5 Delimitations: 

1. The study will be delimited to 400 adult education 

students. 

2. It will be delimited to age, marital status, family 

structure, income, caste, sex, intelligence and 

occupation. 

3. It will be delimited to Ludhiana district only. 

4. It will be confinedto the adults who had attended the 

centres during the last 5 years. 

6. 6 Hethod and Procedure: 

A sample of 400 adult learners consisting of 200 males 

and 200 females, half of whom were drop-outs and the other half 

were persisters, were selected from the eight Adult Education 

Centres, being run by the Panjab University, Chandigarh in 

Ludhiana District of Punjab, by random sampling technique. 

A self prepared and duly validated questionnaire was 

constructed and used to collect the data by establishing 

contact with them. lt was scored and statistically treated to 

work ou": the value of Y!- and also significance of difference 

between the means at tl1e first stage. The data so treated was 

arranged in respect of the different variables i.e. sex, caste, 



264 

marital status, fmnily structur", occ11patirm, f'C•)nomic 

status, age and intelligence and tabulated in different tables. 

lt was analysed and discussed s·1··>tf"m~t1c:<\lly ~n<l results 

reported in a scientific wayo 

6.7 Conclusions: 

The overall picture of the data pertaining to the 

persisters and drop-outs did show that on most of the variables 

ioeo facilities, situation, opinion and co-oper~tion of 

different sections of the society, the s! tuation was almost 

identical with both male and f~male adult learner persisters 

and drop-outs in all the eight centres 'f adult learners 
\ 

situated in Ludhiana District of Punjab ~looked after 

the Panjab University, ChandigRr~h The situ~ these 

by 

centres did indicate that the centres had many inherit 

weaknesseso 

It was also noted that persisters had an edge of better 

facilities over drop-outs. However, it will not be possible 

to conclude that better facilities could be the reasons for 

making the adult learners as persisters as this fact had not 

been projected so clearly. Needless to say that with the 

improvement of facilities figures of persisters may also undergo 

a change. 
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The data pertaining to occupatioris was not scattered 

on many occupations. Only 5 were businl;3ssrnt=on nnd 5 were 

engaged in household activitieso All other \-Jere landless 

agricultural labour., It was thus decided not to explore the 

persistence and drop-out on the basis of occupation. 

l.a) In the total sample sex was not an important variable 

to discriminate the persistence and drop-outs / 

phenomenon o 

b) In the scheduled caste sample sex was not an important 
/ 

c) 

2. a) 

variable to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon. 

In the backward classes sex was not an importan~ 

variable to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon .. 

In the total sample marriage was not an important 
/ 

variable to discriminate between the drop-out and 

persistent phenomenon of different sexes. 

b) ln the widows and widowers sex was not an important 
/ 

factor to determine the persistent and drop-out 

phenomenon of different sexes., 

c) In the legally separated groups, sex was not an 

important variable to determine the persistent and 

/ 
drop-out phenomenon of different sexeso 
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d) In thf?: divorcees sex wAs not -"in import.-,nt variohle 

to detennine the persist~nt and drop-out ph~nomenon 

of different sexes. 

3.a) In the total sample the type of the fnmily was not an 

important variable to determine the drop-out and 

persistent phenomenon of different sexes. 

b) In the joint families sex was not an important variable 

to determine the persistent and drop-out phenomenon of 

different sexes. 

c) In the nuclear f am il i,.s f3PX wos not ~n i'nport"'~n t variable 

to determine the persistent and drop-out phenomenon of 

differ~nt sexes. 

4.a) In the total sample age as a variable did not discrimi-

b) 

c) 

nate between the persisters and drop-outs of different 

sexes. 

In the comparison of male persisters ond drop-outl!~e 

group of persisters was of significantly higher aqe. 

In the groups of aged 30 years and above ~dul t learners 

sex was not an important variable to determine the 

persistent and drop-out phenomenon. 

d) In the groups of aged 23 to 30 years adult learners sex 

was not an important variable to determine the persistent 

and drop-out phenomen.on. 
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e) ln the aqe group lS to 2/ adult le::,rn~r;,, SP.:X did 

discriminate between the male and female persisters 

5. a) 

as well as drop-outs. On the variable of persistence 

females had fared better than male adult leornerso 

However, on the variable of drop-outs the males had 

acquired significantly more drop-out phenomenon indicat­

ing thereby that females had legser tendency to drop-out. 

In the total sample income as a variable did not discri-

minate between persistent and drop-out phenomenon of 

different sexes. 

b) In the above average income groups, having monthly 

income of rupees 2001 and above, incomP as a variable 

did not discriminate the persistent and drop-out 

behaviour of both the sexes. 

c) In the average income groups, having monthly income 

between rupees 1000 and rupees 2000, income did not 

discriminate the persistent and drop-out behaviour of 

both the sexes. 

d) In the below average income groups of those who had 

monthly income below rupees 999, the income as a 

variable did not discriminate between the persistent 

and drop-out functions of both the sexes .. 
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6.a) The comparison of total male and total female groups 

on the basis of in tell iq~' JCf" did r.evf:"n l that fern ales 

group was more intelligent and had fared better than 

males on persistence functiono 

b) The male drop-outs did not discriminate on drop-out 

phenomenon with the female drop-outs grouped on the 

basis of intelligence. 

c) The comparison of male persister~ and drop-out~ 

grouped on the basis of intelligence did reveal that 

male persisters group had displayed more persistence 

and had significantly more intelligence than male 

drop-out group., 

d) In the comparison of female persisters nnd drop-outs, 

grouped on the basis of intelligence, the persistent 

group had displayed that they were more intelligent 

than the drop-out femaleso 

e) When the male and female groups were arranged on the 

basis of above average intelligence, average intelli­

gence and below average intelligence the groups did 

not discriminate with each other on the basis of sex. 
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6.8 Suggestions: 

It can be treated in two different segements i.e. 

suggestions for Implementation of the Findings and also 

Suggestions for Further Investigation. 

a) Suggestions for Implementation of the Findings of the 

Investigation: 

Except for the variables of age and intelligence, and 

that two in a ·few cornpanson no other variable was reported 

to have discriminated between adult peLsisters and drop-outs. 

It is thus recommended that non-formal education facilities 

be extended in a strong way so that more facilities are 

created to rope in the adult illiterates and also to retain 

them in the adult education channels. 

The data, in the study hna indicAted tl1C!t it was mostly 

composed of the landless agricultural labour and most of them 

were kept so busy by the landlords that they either hardly get 

the time to attend the adult education progra~me or drop-out 

during the peak seasons. There is a ne~d that proper 

legislation for getting "'ork out of such a lnbour for some 

limited hours of work will go a long way to provide opportuni-

ties to continue to participate in the adult education 

programme, once they Are roped into it. This Aspect needs to 

be further explored by the legal and agriculturAl aspects in 

such a way that it does not effect the agricultural production 

but provides educational opportunities to adult illiterates at 
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the ~arne time. ln the recent I-l·!~t, the Government ha!J come 

up with a scheme of either mid day meals or r'rovision to 

provide food grains in lieu of it to primary class students 

in schoolsco If some such scheme can l:;e fr-'3m~d for the adult 

learners, it will go a long way to at tract them to become 

literates at leasto Once they get literacy and it becomes 

functional for them, there is every probability that they 

will get enlightened with awareness, which will put th~m on 

the right path of adult education programme too. 

The improvement of physical facilities, learning 

material, better trained and motivated teachers will also 

proved to be an asset for the improvement of a'Jul t education 

programme as the place of learning should be attractive rather 

than repulsive. It can be done if the !-~--~~ cornrnunity comes 

out in favour of such a programme in a stronger way. In fact, 

whenever and whereever, adult education programme has become 

a success in the world, one -=>f the factors responsible for it 

was the community participation in it. In case the rural 

community becomes conscious towards it, the problem of drop­

outs will comparatively be solved in an effective way as even 

the employers of the landless agricultural labour will also 

become more liberal to allow the facilities to their labour 

to continue in the adult education programme too. The 

community can also provide them with the impetus of honouring 

those adult learners who cont.inu~ t-:> get education nnd motivate 

others to do so, in village level functions 
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The Government can al;;o intr:>duce some incentives to 

motivate the landless agricultural labour to continue in the 

adult education programme by way of gr;:m tinq them loans, 

ration, electricity etc. on priorit)• basis to those who are 

literate in preference to those who are illiterate. This 

will go a long way to rope in the adult illiterates on the 

path of adult education and also to continue in it in a 

systematic way. Some cash prizes can also be introduced to 

provide incentives to those who are persisters so that those 

who drop-out are motivated to continue in the channel for 

becoming more aware about it. 

b) Suggestions for Further Investigations: 

The present investigation has been carried out on a 

limited data of 400 adult learners located in one pocket of 

Punjab. It will throw more light and in a better way on the 

characteristics of persisters and qrop-outs, if it is carried 

out on a well scattered and well ~pread larger d~ta in Punjab. 

It was too possible to carry out such an investigation ev~n 

on the sample of those who drop-out of the complete literftcy 

mission in the state. The larger sample stuiies can be 

conducted either by way of allocation of some major research 

projects by University Grants Commission or by Indian Council 

of Social Sciences or by National Cotmcil for Educational 

Research and Training or by Indian Adult Education Association 

or by the National I .. iteracy Hission. NeedliO!ss to 5ay that 
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it will be beyond the limitations of individual investigator 

for want ·of limitations of time and money at his dispoealo 

The present investigation h:::ts been conducted on the 

population of one district of Pt.tnjab, it will be better if 

some more studies on persisters and drop-outs are carried on 

on the sample of other districts. It could be possible to 

carry out such more investigations on the sample of other 

states and union territories so that clear picture of these 

variables on these characteristics couln be worked out on 

different social structures. ln Punjab also the customs, 

traditions, labour hiring conditions of agricultural labour 

also differ in all the three r~gions i.e. Doaba, Majha and 

Malwa. There is a need that firstly more such ~tudies ehould 

be carried out on the area of Halwa, where the present 

investigation has been carried out. Then such investiQations 

be carried out in other regions i.eo Doaba and Hajha. Then 

such studies be conducted on the mixed sample of all the three 

regions eo that a clear cut picture of the characteristics of 

drop-outs and persisters could be worked outo This will go a 

long way to take effective steps to decrease if not to 

eliminate the phenomenon of drop-out. 

Dropping-out of the adult education programme is a 

country wide phenomenon. It i~ tlms advisabl~ that such 

investigations should be carried out on all India sample of 

rural people so th;:tt these ch;n;,ctl'l'r.istics as they effect 

the different people ·in different states and also on all India 
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pattern be investigatedo It will give some better indications 

of these characteristics and their role on persistent and 

drop-out behaviour of adult learners. 

The present investigation has been carried out on the 

population of rural Punjab. It will be better, if some more 

studies are conducted on the urban areas of Punjab as drop-out 

phenomenon also exist amongst the urban people. It may be 

possible that urban illiterates may have different affects of 

these characteristics and to work out these characteristics 

in the behaviour of rural adult may be an other interesting 

phenomenon o In the urban areas also, it may change with 

different occupation alsoo In the cities, there can be 
' 

household servants, cooks, watchman and <Jtther cntP-gnries of 

people. In addition, there might be persons living in city 

slums who may have different types of reactions of these 

characteristicso In ti1e cities of Pwnjab. now one can find 

labour from different states and provinces, so much so that 

in some pockets like Patiala, Jallandhar and Ludhiana labour 

from Southern States can also be located. These groups will 

have different types of outlook, different types of reactions 

of these characteristics and also different types of drop-on t 

and persistent phenomenon. In order to have a look on these 

characteristics on Punjab pattern, a good many such studies 

will have to be carried out on rural as well as urban .Punjab. 
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Only seven characteri.stics have been studied in the 

present investigation. There can be a good many other 

economic and non-economic other factors which might be 

effecting the drop-out and persistent phenomenon. The effect 

of religion, land holding, traditional occupation can also 

be made the subject matter of the investigation. 

One vital area which needs to be explored scientifically 

in the investigation is to study these characteristics and 

their affect on the variables of persistence and drop-out 

emongst those who had never been to primary schbols and also 

those who had attended such institutions. It has now been 

increasingly realised that in India and especially in Punjab, 

the primary education system and adult education programme Rre 

working on cross roads. When the Adult education programme 

is trying to decrease or to eradica.te illiteracy from the 

mother land, the primary education system is adding more 

numbers to it by virtue of its weaknesses. This will firstly 

bring out the number of those who had never been to school and 

secondly to find out if the~e chAracteristics have same or 

different effect upon persistent and drop-out phenomenon of 

adult learnerso It could, however, be hypothised that dropping­

out from the Adult Education Centres, was more significant for 

those who had already dropped-out of the primary education 

classes than with those who had never attended the primary 

classes at school levelo 
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