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;INTRODUCTION 

:rha Jssua 

The term "region,. tbat a regional geographeT :ls 

concerned ~ith usually means the two dimensional space on 

the surface of the earth, uhere one would find similarity 

and coherence in the distribution of geographical phenomena. 

The geographical elements such as relief, drainage, climate 

etc. as vall as natural resources and including man and. 

his activities all together combine to· farm the regional 

structure or regional personality of the region. 

The main purpose of the study of regional structure 

is to identify the significant distinctive characteristics 

and problems of the region and then to regionalise the dis­

tributional patterns of the various elements with a view to 

finding out sub-regions for better understanding. It examines 

the biotic and non-biotic as t-Jell as the human resources 

that the region possesses. Thus the regionalization ultimately 

aims at helping the regional. planners, for bette!' regional 

development planning and to minimize the regi,nnal disparities. 

study area 

The study area selected is Arunachal Pradesh, a Union 

Territory of the Indian Uni.on located in the north eastern ~ost 

corner of the country. It touches the historic l·!cMohan Line 



to its North, BhUtan on the West, Burma on the Bast and the 

states of Assam and Nagaland on the South and SOuth East. 

It is a I.and locked territory of approximately 83,S?@ .Sq. 

Km. in area, lying within the geographical limits of about 

26~' to 29°30' N latitUdes and 91°20' to 9,C21•E longi­

tudes, with a population of f,2B,o;o according to the 1981 

Census. The territory 1s divided into 9 administrative 

districts, 26 sub-divisions and 9? circles. The regional 

set up of districts, their size, total population and popu­

lation density have been catalogued in the following table. 

Table 1 - study Area - District area, Population 
and Density per Sq. Km (1981). 

' • ' District/Sub- t Area t Populatipn : Density ' ' DiviSion t 

Km2 : l ' ' ·-
1. West Kameng 9,594 62,946 ? 

2. East Kameng 4,134 42,?22 10 

3. Lower f::.'Ubans1r1 13,010 1,13,300 9 

4. Upper Subansiri ?,032 39;406 6 

5. West Siang 1'2,006 ?4, 151 6 

6. East Siang 6,512 70,2?4 ·11 

?. Di,bang Valley 13,029 2?,916 2 

B. Lohit 11,402 69,400 6 

9. Tirap ?,024 1,28,135 18 

Source - Provis1Qnal Population Figure 1981. 
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The study area is physic;=ally one of the most 

ihacoessible, economically back1:1ard and academically little 

studied region in India. The region, formerly known as 

lJorth Eastem Frontier Agency (NRF'A) is dominated by rugged 

terrain and formidable mountains. It 1s the home or about 

25 (twenty five) rnaj or tribes, who have their otvn dis tinct 

socio-cultural and religious beliefs and speak different 

languages. 

The choice of an administrative unit for the study 

area.may undoubtedly appear not to be always scientific one, 

but the homogeneity of the geographic personality tnat the 

region possesses has encouraged the researcher to take up 

. the entire administrative region as a single study area. It 

is thus the homogeneity of physical and cultural setting 

and the incident of' its being a single administrative unit 

which justifies the choice. Moreover, such a choice will 

help the process of plan preparation a.t the Union Territory 

level as well as 1 ts . execution, and the chances of inter­

territorial. conflicts are largely set aside. 

Hgrk-;nJ.ao 

The main objeetive of the' present study is to make 

a detailed 11 terature · survey of the ex·is ting sources and 

data available, \lhich can be made use of in tho study of 

the regional structure of Arunachal Pradesh, and finally to 

compile a systematic bibliographic guide for the purpose. 

3 



As discussed earlier, the study area is primarily 

dominated by rugged topography ~hich adversely influences 

t.he accessibility of the region. Due to high inaccessibility 

the region has remained isolated and land locked for a long 

period and contact with people of other region has co~e 

relatively late. On account of the prolonged isolation and 

lack of transport and communication the area.has remained 

unstudi.ed and its economy is still in the state of under­

development. For a sound economic planning it 1S nec~ssary 

to have a fuller knouledge about the people, their hab1tat 9 

economy and natural resources. The multi-linguistic ·~.md 

multi-racial characteristics of the region have attracted 

a number of anthropological and sociological studies_, but 

very few studies have .been undertaken in the fields _of 

eeonoP.lics, geography and geology. Over and above there is 

no ~ritten language of the region except among the f·~onpas 

and Sherdukpens of Ka!neng ~1ho use ·Tibetan script and 

Khamptis of L~hit who use Thai Burmese script. Najority of 

the languages are just spoken languages. The present study 

hopes to furnish a comprehensive ar1d precise bibliographic 

guide, and data base for studying· the regional structure of 

the region, which ultimately would lead to a better under­

standing of 1 ts resources, problems and. potentialities and 

help the regional planner in the task of rapid development 

of the Union Territory. To make the study meaningful and 



purposive, it has been divided into four broad parts. 

Before treating the data and source materials in. each part 

a brief description of regional structure under that head 

1s discussed, after which the data. and source materials are 

reviewed with notes on their coverage, c~ntent and relative 

usefulness. The four broad heads under which the materials 

have been arranged and presented include the following. 

I. Historical perspectives and Administrative growth 

of the region. 

II. Physical setting - Geology, physiography, drainage, 

climate, soil and natural vegetation. 

III. Demographic and Socio-cultural Structures - Popula­

tion growth, d1str1buti·on 9 composition, rural-urban 

population, sex ratio, U.teracy, religion and. 

linguistic structure, migration, settlement, tribes 

and their distribution. 

IV. Economic structure - Agriculture, industry, transport 

and communication, and mineral resources. 

s 

The first part covers the reference materials pertain­

ing to the historical perspectives and administrative grow.th 

of the study area. Various articles, travelogues and letters 

written on the important tribes of the region or on the 

neighbouring tribes by the British during their punitive, 



political and missionary expeditions form the main.s~urce 

material of this part. ThC$e accounts are found 1n yarious 

old journals such as Asiatic Society of Bengal, Proceedings 

of Asiatic Society of Pengal, Asiatic Research, Geographi­

cal. J<.1agazine etc. Hore recently a number of books on the 

_histo.rica~ and political situation of the .. Territory have 

also appeared. Contributions of Bose 1978 9
1 Cbakravarty 19?9, 2 

Elwin 19?2,3 Chowdhury 1983,~. Mackenzie 19?9,' Luthra 19?16 

etc. deserve special mention on this 'Count. 

Parts two and three cover the references and sources 

on the physical setting and demographic, socio-cultural 

structure of the region. These chapters set the pace to . 

unroll "picture of the region" in terms of occurrences and 

distributians of the physical and human attributes of the· 

region .as a whole. For these parts the various publications 
' ' 

t. Dose, H.L. British P9J.:J..cx w tbe Nort!J:East F§:D~-~U 
Agency, Concept PUblishing Co., New Delhi 19? • 

2. ·Chakravarty, L.N. Qll!IlPfie§ gf tbe F.arJ,y History ·gf 
Arunachal. Research Department, Govt. of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Shillong 19?9. · 

3. Elwin, V. (Ed.} India's Nort,h-E3§t Frgnt!gr ~nth§ 
Ninetegnth Century, Oxford t~iversity Press, Third Impres­
sion 19?2. 

4. Ct1owdhury, J.N. &runashal Pragesh frgm Frsmtiet Tracts. t-2 
Ynion Territgrx, Cosmo ?Ublication New Delhi 1983. 

5. Mackenzie, A. TIJe Poftb-E~t frgntler gf lngiB· ~~ital 
Publication, Delhi. Reprin ed 19?9. 

6. Luthra, P.rs. CQDjtitutioval ang.Agmizlistxative Grollth gf 
the NEFA, DIPR, NEFA, Shillong 1971. 



of Geological survey of India, the census of India, inclu­

ding the data published by Statistical Department of the 

Territory and the Gazetteers 0 from the main data and source 

base. 

The last ·part covers references and source materials 

pertaining to the economic structure including agriculture, 

indus try, tra.Ylsport, communication and min.eral resources of 

the region. The primary data and source base for this part 

are the various publications of Census of India, Directorate 

of Economics and Statistics, Agriculture and Industry Depart­

ments of Govern~ent of Arunachal Pradesh and the Geological 

SUrvey of India etc. On the whole, the economic data avail­

able is mostly compiled to the last few years. Very 11 ttle 

material is available on and use on agriculture, mineral 

resources and the forest wealth of the territory. 

In order to undeTStand the spatial d1stributi~n and 

interrelationships of a different natural human and economic 

phenomena a number of maps have been prepared, based on such 

fragmentary data as are availableo These maps bring out and 

highlight the various facets of regional structure and also 

the wide gaps that exist in ou:r kn~ledge of the 'terr~tory. 
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I!I§:mBlcAt fBESfECIJYE ANR cgt1w;zmaom1~ Aim APUN:mnv~mm 

Qnmmt 

HJQ$Qr~cil ftiZDPec~t!9 

Arunacha1 Pradesh the "Land of the Rtsing Sun" has been 

his to~eally an integral part of Assam and India froo time 

immemorial. Hence, 1n order to get a proper b1stor1ca1 perapec• 

tive of the territory, wa have to ,-eter very briefly and po1n· 

t~l.Y to the Ahom tribal relations. However, it is vary ditfl­

cul t to say def1n1 tely regarding the ortg1nal horae of the 

tribes of Arunachal• the route ot their migration•. the time or 

their settlement in Arunachal etc. The historians and archaeo• 

log.is t tHee the past hiS tory of the terri tory, from the 

various archaeological evidences and relicts round 1n the reg1o 

There are many archaeological Jellcts- found in Arunachal os 

Yalinlthan in West Siang, Sive.ltnga cave in Subanstn, Tamres­

war1 temple, Bhismaknagar and Brahma Kunda and Parasura.m Kunda. 

in Lob1t district, BbalukpO!lg 1n Kameng etc., \:Jhieh have their 

bistortcal bearing with the Assam Buranjis as well as Me.habha­

rata, Ramayana and the Pura.nas. Tbe Mababhan ta and Pumna 

sto.-ies 1ndicate that the kings who \YGre 1mown to have reigned 

over the plains portion of Knmrupa (anc.tent ASsam) also held 

sway O"''er the neighbouring. billy tracts.- As for example, the 

K~ng Danasura•a grandson Baluka shifted his capital from Sunitp 

or present day Tezpur to Bhalukpong on the foothills of the 



Himalaya and even today, the Akas or Brusso of Arunachal Pradesh 

claim that they are the direct descendant of .King Balulm. In the 

same "'ay, the Idu Mishm1s of AJ'UMChal too claim King Bh1smaka 

to be the1r anoes toro 

9 

In the HS.eun Tsarn3•s travel account in ea.stern India, the 

f~orth eastem bO'Urldary of Kamrupa is mentioned to extend much 

.beyond thnt of the modern Assam and that it not only 1nel.Wled 

Arunachal Pradesh, Bhutan and Sikk1m but also touched Burma and 

China. Aoccortuntl to A hom historians, the Ahoms entered Assam in 

1228 A.D. and till 17th CentUJ-Y they subdued the Chutiyas, Moran, 

Borah is; Kacbaris, nagas, Miris etc. and established a stable 

government in entire Assam. 

The Ahoms started developing political and other. rela­

tions w1 th the North-aas tam hill tribes only after their con­

quest of the CbUt1ya eountry ·around Sad1ya in · 1;23 during the 

reign of King Hso-Hum.Mong (Raja· S\ibungmung). Sad1ya Khowa 

Gohaln was appointed as governor around. Sadiya to control the 

tern tory and look after the Ahom tribal relation. The Ahom 

kings however did not always bave an ·eaay- time, dua to conti­

nuous raids -made by the h1ll tribes. Un~ble to control the hill 

tribes through expeditions, the- .Ahom brought about settlement 

with' hill tribes through payment of Pes a. Pratap Singba. granted 

the right to cultivate certain bordering lands, called Khats, 

to Naga.s or payment in token homage and Mornai Te.muli Barba.rua 

parm1tted the Datlas to levy Posa on the Bohorahs North of 
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Darrang. Similar rights of Posa were granted to a section of 

the Akas as .well as Adis and the Mirts * In order to regulate 

relations w1th, and keep the bordering tribes under control, 

Ahom rulers appointed frontier officials designated as Salal 

Gohain a~ Sala, Marangi Khowa Goba1n at Marung and Sadiya Khowa 

Goha1n at·Sadiya. 

ln the later part of the eighteenth centu!'Y, the sta­

bility of Ahom empire was disturbed by tbe re:volt of the 

Moamariyae (those who lived on the Moa fish) especially the 

1-!ara.n e.nd Matak people of U-pper Assam, during the reigh of 

Raja takshm1 S1ngba (1769-;.17~0). Taking advantage of tbe lnsta• 

b111ty in the a.rea the Burmese inVaded A~sat!l undep the great 

. king Badav Paya.. (1781•1819) dU~1ng tbe reign of Ra3a Oaunnatb 

S1ngba ( 1780-96). Tbe Bt-1 t1sb intervened 1n tbe confUct and 

declared war upon the Burmese on 'J March, 1824 tn aid of the 

Aboms and drove t.he Burmese rrom Assam early 1n 1826, and 

a1gned the Anglo-Burmese treaty at Yandabo on 24 Februa.J!Y 1826 

in which the British annexed Lower ASsam. In UpPer Assam, 

MUttuk and Sa.d!ya waG under PUrandar Singh, but w1 th the bl"eak• · 

dovn of Ahom authorS. ty in the vake of Burmese invrud.on, t~e 

British finally annexed· the whole of Assam in ·1838 and consti­

tuted 1 t into a Non-regulated P~ovince of the Bri tisb empire 

· in India. 
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After annexation of Assam in 182$-26, the British fOlmd 

themselves in contact with a variety of bill tribes occupying 

contiguous areas along lts whole length, with different 

·languages, dress and habits. Moreover the British did not know 

the precise limits of their new}3' acquired territot"Y. Tbe 

Yandabo treaty of 1826 did not define the external boundaries 

of Assam, it just laid down that the Burmese should not int~r­

fere in Assam and its· dependencies. on the other hand, the hill 

tribes a.lmost, all of them advanced claims to lands in the 

plains b$low ·weir hillS and f~equently ftdded them. The British 

therefore· decided to dislodge the hill tribes from the plairw. 

In 1873, they imposed restrictions on the free intercourse 

bet\leen the people of tha hills and those or the plains by an 

admin1stra tive measure, the Eastern Frontier of Bengal Regula-

.. tion ·or 1873. By mean$ or an tidm1n1strative line ealled the 

tnner · Line 9 they markad orr . the N'orth•Eas tern Hills from those 

areas which were under the effective control of tbe government. 

But· later 1n 188011 . with the Promulgation of Assam Frontier 

'?raet Regulation, the government was enal>led to administer cer-

tain areas within the Inner Line. In 190~07, the Br1t1sh Govern-· 

ment advocated a Policy of "Loose Control" .of the hill. tribes 

and regarded the North Eastern Frontier as geopo11 tieally unim• 

portant from security point of view as it was bounded by states 
,· 

which were ne1tber powerful nor potent1ally dangerous to the 

Sri. t1sh empire. But the loose polley of 190~7 waa 1nten-upted 

by the 1nqurs1on of the Chinese army in 1910 and the Chinese · 
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demand of aubmis~ion of tha Mishmis to their eommand wh1eh posed 

a threat to India's Frontier security. The government of Ind1a 

felt the danger of an undefined, undelineated frontier, and 

thUs took up an intensive programme of exploration 1ft the bor­

derland between Assam and Tibet in 1912•13. 

Thus, the maps prepared shoo the preciSe alignment of 

the 1,312 Km traditional boundary between Assam and Tibet, 

exten~ing from Isu Raz1 Pass 1n Burma 1n the East to the Tri-

3unction of Assam, Bhutan and Tibet on the ~fest• In Febl'UaJ7· 

1914, Henry HeHohon sent tgo maps to Loncben Pa).3or Dor31 

Shatra, his Tibetan eounterpart, who later agreed to the botm• 
' 

dary del.1Jwated in the maps. This secretly negotiated boundary 

line between the British and Tibetan delegates 1s called the 

f4cl(obon Ltne. After the delineation of the Assam nnd Tibet 

boundary, tho government of India exercised direct control over 

the Assam border stretching up to the McMahon Line. 

However, due to the varied topography, mul ti .. racial and 

multilingual eharacteristies of the territory, the government 
-

encountered pecuUal- problems in tts administration. Prior to 

1947 • the area of .Arunachal woo treated as a special area. The 

<Jove~t of India ~1\.et 1935'9 classified the Assam border area 

as excluded-and partially excluded areas and the B.r1t1sb pur-

. sued a policy of non-1nt$rf'erenee in the affairs of the frontier 
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tribeS~ After indePendence also the constituent assembly deci­

ded to accord special status to the frontier areas in the Eas­

tern Himalaya eonsistins ot the .Naga tribal area, the T.irap 

Frontier tract,· the lU.Shmi HillS, the Abor Hills, and the 

Subans1ri area and the Seln ·sub-Agency (Vide Article 244 and 

the Sixth SChedul~ of the Constitution promulgated on ~6 JanUary 

19;0), but kept them as an integral part of Assam. 

Poust!tu».onal and eAQ1J.r4atmU:u s:fm!~b. 
The HiStory or constitutional and Administrative growth 

of J\!"tmaohal Pradesh, may be traced back to the Government of 

India, Foreign .and Politieal Department Notification of 1914, 

whi~h extended the Assam Frontier Tracts Regulation of .1880 to 

tha hills inhabited ·tr.Y Abors, Miri,. MiShmis 9 ~ingpbos • Nagas, 

Kharopt1a., Bhuttas, Akas and D~nas. Consequently, the bills 

inbabi tad by t·he abqve named tribes were separated from the 

Darrang enp. ·the Lakhimpur Dis tr1cts of· Assam and <:9fls ti tuted 

into the North~Eastern Frontier· TraetG. As ·a rasult, the North.; 

'EP4ltern Frontier Tracts came into "existence composed of the 

following three administrative unit;s. 

1. The Central and Eastern Section. 

11. The Lalcb1tttpur Frontier Tracts·. 

iii. The t.festarn seet1on. 



lbe Central and Eastern Section• and the Western sec­

tion were each placed undet- the cbargo of Po11tical Officers 

with their headquarters at sadiya and Charduar respectively. 

'lbe Lekhiulp'Ur Frontier Troot continued under ·the Deputy Commi· 

ss1oner of ·the Iakh1mpur District of Assam. 

FUrther in 1919, Chanl!es in the nomenclature of adm1· 

ntstrative. units follet·Jed 9 the Central and Eastern section was 

renamed as the Sadiya Fl'ontier Tract and tho Was tern Section 

as the Balipara ~ont1er Tract. ?.be La.kh1mpur Frontier Tract 

however retained its ortg1nal nomenolatureo in 193?, with tbe 

promulgation of. tbe goVemment dt India (Excluded. and partially 

excluded Areas) Order of 19369 the \:hole North East Front1eJl 

Tract came to be known· co11eot1vely as the excluded areas of 

tbe Prov1nce·of Assam. These exclud~d areas came under the 

di~ct cbarge of the Governor of Assam who ad!ninistered them 

in his discretion through the Political Officer and the Deputy 

Commissioner of Lakhimpur. 

The. y~r 1943, saw fUrther changes 1n the administra-­

tive set up and Political development in the North East .-Fron­

tier '.tTaot,. An additional pest of the Adviser tO the Governor 

or Assam was created with the chief idea of assi.sting the 
Govemor with the adminiStration of the North Eas·t Frontier 

Tracts. A. new administ .. ative charge was created with the car-
, 

tain areas from the Lakhimpur Frontier Tract and the Sadiya 



Frontier Tract and oalled the Tirap Frontier tract and t~-as 

placed under a Pol1tteal Officer w1th headquarters at Marghe­

r1ta. 

In the year 19469 the Bal.ipara Frnntter Tract was 

divided into the Sela..Sub Meney and the SUbansiri Area, tor 

administrative convenience, ln the same 1;;ay in 1948, the Sadiya 

Frontier Traet t-Jas bifUrcated into A.bor Hills Dis triot and the 

Hishmi Bills Diatrtet. 

D.t1;cfdl ar. r~FA an liS .. 
In the year 1<J;1, tho plains portion·of the Balipara 

Frontier 1Tact, 1'.Lrap Fx-ontier Tract, Abor Hills District, 

M1Shm1 H1Uri District \7ere transferred to tbe Administrative 

juriad1ot1on of the Assam. The aforesaid areas minus the trans• 

ferred plains pertton of the Frontier Tract together with the 

Naga Tribal Area were renamed collectively as North East Fron­

tier Agency (NEFA ), with the prooulgation of the NZFA (Ad~­

niatrat:J.on) Regulation of 1954, the Fr-~t1er Trnets were 

redesignated eo Frontier Division, with redefined boundaries. 

,J\s a result of the reorganisation, the Agency was divided into 

six administrative divisi~:ms ealled Fr~ntier divisions as 

follows: 

1. Balipara Frontier 1. Y~meng Frontier 
Traet Division 

Bomdila 

2. SUbansir1 Frontier Ziro 
Division 



2. Tirap Frontier 
Tract 

. 3. Tirap Frontier 
DiviSion 

3. Abor Hills DiStrict 4. Siang Frontier 
Division 

4. 'Mishmi Hills 
District 

;. Naga Tribal Area 

;. Lobtt Frontier 
DiVision · 

· 6. Tuensang Frontier 
Divis ton 
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Khela (later 
transferred to 
Khonsa) 

Along 

Tezu 

Tuensang 

Each division was: placed under a Polltical Officer at its 

respective headquarters. In 195'?, the Tuensang Frontier Division 

was excluded from NEFA and included in the newly formed liaga 

Hills Tuensang Area of present Nagaland. 

The year 19~ saw. the further adm1nis trative evolution in 

NEFA. The administration of tlEFA was under the· direct control of 

the ¥1inistry or External Affairs since 193f and tt was transferred 

to Rome J.11n1st~ on August 1, 196;, with the reeom.'nendat1on of the 

Da.ying Ering Commission. In the same year on December, the adml• 

nistrative divisions vere renamed as diatJi_ots from Frontier 

diviSions. Correspondingly, the Political Officers, Assistant 

Pol1 tical Offie~rs were redesignated as Deputy Comm1ss1oners and 

Additional Deput,y Commissioners. 

Bit~ at AeynaghQl. Rrt~su;h, 20 J'&DYU:X 3272. 

On 20 .January 19?2, the North East Frontier Agency was 

constituted as a Union TelTitory and designated Arunachal. Pradesll 

under the North.Eastern Area (Reorganisation) Act of 19?1. The 



territory came to be headed by a Lieutenant Governor, with a 

Legislative Assembly· and a Coune11 ot Minis tars. on 20 April, 
' • f • 

1974, t.he administration of Arunachal Pradesh was transferred 

its capital from Sh1llong to Itanagar 1n the valley of Pach1n 

River in the southern Subans1r1 district within the terrttor.r 

itself. 
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Recently in June 1, 1980, the Arunachal Pradesh Admtnis· 

tra_t1on reorganised ita administrative districts, for adminis­

trative convenience and otbar considerations as territorial dis­

tribution of ethnic and. lingulstic groups etc. It 1s 1rl fact 

promoting certain al~ady existing sub-divisions to the status 

of full-nedged dis tr1ct under new nomenclature. This diStrict 

· reorganisation bas been done in accordance with the provision of 

sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Artmachal Pradesh (Reo.rga­

nisa~ion of Districts) A.ct, 19809 as notified under. the govern­

ment's order of 23 May, 1980. 

At present Arunachal has nine districts as foll®s: 

Nwly curved 
.o»~ distncm Hea.sJsmsn:tea 

1. Kameng· D1s trict 1. \!Jest Kameng BomdJ:la 
D1str1ct. 

2. East Kameng Seppa 
District. 

2. SUbans1r1 Dis tr1ct 3. ~er SUbans1r1 
D tr1ct • 

Daporijo 

. 4. Lower SUbans1i'1 Z1ro 
District. 
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Name ol' 1 

' Neilly emed" J ' d ... 
· 9U. Uft ~dsts. guS sUs trl=gkJ. ftlfl.dswrtirl 

3. Slang District S'. West Slang District Along 

6. East Siang District Pas1gbat 

.... Lobi t Dis tnct 7. DJ.bang Valley 
District 

Anini 

B. Lobi t Dis tnct Tezu 
~. Tirap District 9. T1rap District Khonsa 

Thus t1e have seen .that the Arunachal Pradesh has gone 

through a continuous administrative and po11 tical evolution 

within a century of its existence. Tc understand, the h1stcri­

eal p;!rspeet1ves and ,the constitutional and administrative 

gl'Ot11th of the rest on, we bave an ample number of accounts and 

reports of various kindS. 

Therefore,. thiS chapter shall try to review the existing 

bev1lder1ng mass of accounts, reports, books and travelogues 

made b7 various government agencies and administrators with their 

content, coverage and relative usefUlness etc. for understanding 

the HiStorical Perspective and constitutional and administrative 

grovtb of Arunachal Pradesh. 

1. ACHARYA, N. N. 

Historical Documents of Assam and Neighbouring sta tea u 

C>r1g1nal records in English.. Omsona PubUcatton, l~ew Delhi, 

1983. 



It 1s an ind1spensable volume for scholars vbo are 1nte­

. rested. in. North Eastern Region as 1t g1v.es tho bistoncel docu­

ments of the !1lorth Eastern Region. Chapter II of the volume 

deals with the documents related to Arunachal Pradesh. 

~!i2Dfc 

The main content of the book 1s ( 1 ) documents of agree,.. 

ment entered by Aka Rajas w1 tb Frans Jenkins and ei@ht major 

tribes of: ~!eyong (Minyong) Abom witb B.s. Bivar at Lalli Mukb1 

(2) t'lalter B'am11ton•a reports on Dbaf'las and Khamptls, and 

(3) Report of Deputy Commissioner of Lskhimpur on Khampt1E.r and 

Singpbos. The Deputy Commissioner •s report of Wlri.ous tribes 

mentions the name of tribes, their relations, locations and 

· population mnube,- etc • 

. 2. A~ Headquarters, Chief of the staff, Intelligence Bmncb 
(compiled) · . · 

t>lortb and North Eastem· Frontier Tr1bes of India 

Cul~ural PUbUsbing Rouse 

~S..D, Kamla llagar, Delhi '1 

Reprinted 1983 

This 'V'Olume 1s compUed by the BritiSh Military IntelU-

. gence information related to rlepnl,. S1kk1m, Tibet, Bhutan, Assam, 

Ja1rat1a BillS, Garo Hilis, e·to. 1n wh1cb some 1Dformat1on about 

hill tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 1a also given in Chapters X and 

XI at pngo 160..193. It gives a brief description · ~t tbe land and 
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people w1 th tbe1,; rellg10us and social customs' b1s tbxo1cal and 

political relations w1th the neighbouring and the British 

Governments, MiU tary his tory and .important wars fought and 

Br1t1sb military operations, Vith route ma1'S, against .tbese 

war-like tribals and gallantry shown by those people. Tbus this 

volume ~ves us a valuable account on the various aspects of 

life of the people of the region. 

3o Army Beadquartem, Intelligenoe Branch. 

Frontier and OVerseas Expeditions from Irldia Vol. V·Il 

Mtttal Publications, Delhi 35' 

First .. Indian reprinted 

1983 

This volume contains the official accounts of the Abor 

eXpedition of .1911·12 compiled by the Intelligence Branch of . 

A~ HeadQuarters of India. Tbie book gives us more details 

than the accounts given 1n _various other bookso It dealS 1n 

detail with the polttica.l causes of the expedition; geography; . 

trlba, climate and ·season for operations; the phases of opera­

"tionsl results of expeditions· etc. Moreover beautiful sketches 

on the topography and locat1cm of various tribes and their 

settlement areas are also given~ 

4, BRAT 9 SUDHAKAR 

The Challenge of the North-EaSt. 

Popular Prakashan, Bomba~ 

First Pul?lisbed 19?; 

-, 
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In tb1s book the a~thor tnes to trea.t in detail the 

various problems of !1ortb Eastern RegiOn ·of India relating to 

language, religion, eeoilomic development• and administration 

etc. In Chapter VU, VIII· & tx, the author refers· to Arunacbal 
. . ' . 

PradeSh and. a brief ~esor1pt1.on is given of the adm1n1Btrat1va 

:evolution and boUndary dispute batvaen Arunachal and Assam. 

; • BAROOAB, N. K. 

Dav1d. SCott in Uorth East India 1802c.1831 

(A StUdY 1n BJ'1 tisb Paternalism) 

Mllnshlram Vanobarlal, New Delh1 

. 19?0' 

David Scott w~ one of the most fascinating Bri tisb · 

Officers, vho served 1n }1orth ·Eastern Reg1cm in various · eap&oi• 

ties from 1802.1831' AoD• In· the book, · thG author deserlbes David 
. . 

SCott's pb1losop&y or administration and. establishment or· British 

Paternallsm in the region-. 

The .Chapter IV t section 2 of t~ book gives a rtvtd 

ac,count of· the establishment of Sadi,a as adminis'trativo bead­

quarters in North Eastern Frontier tract by David scott 1n tbe 

year 1827. The tribes ltke Dana. Kha.mptis and M1shm1s are also 

vividly described 1n the book., These accounts are of unusual 

.importance, as they relate to the period before the annexation 

of the region under Bri t1sh empire• 



6. BARPUJARI• Ro: K. 

Preblem of the Hill tribes North East Frontier 1822~1842. 

Vol. I. 

· Lawy~!' 9S Book Stall, Gaubatl 

First Edition March 19?0.· 

ibe pl'Oblem of the Hill tribes in the North Ea.s t Fron­

tier or Assam was indeed a challenge to the British government. 

2Z 

A correct appra.isa1 of the problem in its early phase 1s attempt-
' 

ed in this vo1Utl:l9. 1'he problems were varied as tbeae tribes 

differed widely in language, race, customs and usages and the 

policy varied from tr-ibe to tribe and from time to time. 

Fo~ a cl.ear appre(J1at1on of these problem and policies 

of government of India, the 1nt¥'0duct1on proVides besides the 

btstorical baakgroun4, .geographical distribution of the tribes, 

their po11ttcnl and sco1alinst1tutions, religious beliefs, 

commercial pursuits and indust,.lal activities •. 

This ;,>olume discusses the problems or· tribes wh1ob came 

into contact uith tbe British from 1822 to 1842 hom the intro­

duct1orJ of the non-regulated system to tbe annexation of the 

·Bhutan.· 

7 • J30IIDOLOI, M. !l. 

Land of the Hornbill and t<;vna. 

Research Department 

NEFA Mmtn1stration, Sh111ong 1964 



23 

· It deals with the subject of the inter-relationship 
' '• . .. 

be~ean the hill people of Arunachal (NEFA) and the plains 

people _or .11.ortb E-ast Region in ,the past. The compilation is 

based on old history books .of Assam and various :F'eoordS of the 

early British rules, ehroni~les etc. It is very informative on 

the subject ~i.th adequate and relevant illustrations. 

8 • BARPUJ' ARI t H. K. 

Problem of the Hill Mbes llorth•East Frontier ·1843.,1812 

Vol. II 

· Basant1 Prakash, Gaubati . 

·June 1976 

This volume gives various expeditions, treaties and 

eXJ)lom tions !!laile on the bill· tribes of North-Eastern Region 

by the Britisbe~a t~ extend their suzerainty over areas occu­

pied by the Frontier tribes, during 1843. to 1872 period. There­

tore, it g1ves a valuable account of all tbsse trea~1es and 

punitive expeditions and their results 1n brief. AlSo 1t snaly­

aoo· the Brit!sh policy with tba hill t~ibes during this period. 

9 •. BOSB 9 f4. t, 

B.ri~b Policy in the t-lorth.East Fro12tier Agency. 

Concept Pul>Ushing co. 
" New Delhi 19?8' 

~liS book gives a detailed account of the social, econo­

mic and cultural life o~ tbe frontier region. The main part ot 
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the stUdy relates to the history and evolution of Brittsb rela• 

· tiona ti'ith the tribes of this area in Pre•independe:nt ·period. 

Xbe legal validit'9' of the demareat1on of the Inner Lilles 1B 

also considered 1n thiS volume .and British Pol1ey in this stra­

tegic a~a 13 analysed. It ·is a. valuable· contribution to stu­

dies 1n Indian h""s~"'ry and Arunachal Pradesh 1n par~oul.ar. 

10. CBAKRAVABT7, L.N. 

· Glimpses of the early· his to1~ .of Arunachal 

Research Department, Covt. of Arunachal Pradesh 

Sbillong ·1979 · 

Government of Arunachal ~adasb 

This ·book 1s the first 11 tera ture on . the general his tory 

of Arunachal Pradesh thoUgh it 'begins with tale inception of 
-

British rule in Assam after the treaty or Yandabo 1n·1826. It 

gives various rrovernmerit a.eeounts as grand of Posa to ~arious 

majo~ t~1bes of Arunachal Pradesh9 their amount• cond1 t:lon etc • 

. . 11. CRO\<fDHURY t J.N. 

Arunachal Pradesh from Frontier Tracts to Union Ter-ritory· 

Cosmo·~~blioations 

NS\1 Delhi 1<)83 

This book 1s a sequel to the author's earlier book enti­

tled 11Arunachal Panoram. n \o1hile the previous book was a study 

1n the cultural profiles of the major tribal groups of Arunacbal 
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Pradesh, the present pubUeation makes an attempt at tracing 

the h1stortea1 situations of the tribes over the ages as. far 

as they could be known trom existing records and ·various reports 

and accounts. Thus this book gives us v1vtd historical account 

from early period to the present day of tbe l1n1on Territory. 

12. CHAKRAVARTI, B.C •. 

British Relations with the Hill ~i~s or Assam since 18;8. 

Ftrmal K. L. Mukhapadya9 CBleut.ta 1964. 

T'tliS book is a collection oi' ma te:rials from pubUsbocl 

and unpub11sbed sources from Foreign Proceedings of the Govern­

ment of India praser"'ted 1n the National Archives, New Delb11 

and in the Assam Government records offices 9 Sbillong. It briefly 

deserl.bes tbe British relations with the bill t r1bes or tbe 

region since 18;8il Thus, 1 t gives a valuable account on the 

ma3or tribes of Arunachal Pradesb. Moreover 1t gives beautiful 

sketch-map of the Abor land and NEFA and also sketch-map showing 

trtb~s of the N.E. Frontier. 

13. DEVI, .LAKSHMI (Mrs) 

Ahom Tribal Relations (A Political Study) 

Assam Book Depot, Oauba t1 • 1 

First Edietion 1968 . 

This book describes· tbe relations of the Ahom Kings \11th 

the tribal people of As~f;:lm, both plain$ and h111so In Chapter 

IX, that is, relations of the Ahom Kings with the tribes or the 

. I 



Worth-Eastern Frontier,_ the Abom and tribal relation 1s glvan 

tn detail. It treats tbe. major tribes separately.- Thus it 13 

an important and comp!'SbensS.ve· reterenee for reviewing the 

Abom Tr1bal relations of Assam and Arunachal. 

1.4. ELWIN t VERRitm 

A Philosophy for NEFA 

NBFA Administration, .S~llong 19~ 

This book described least knatm part of India0 NEFA • 
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now Arunachal Pradesh, a wild and mountainous tract of eighty .. 

three thousand five hundred seventy e1gbt square k11omGtreo 

with ita 6,2S,o;o ( 1981) lakbs souls. Author has disc~ sed the 

life _and the ·problems of these people in d.etaii .under the heads­

Fundamental Problems, V.:.a t'3r1al Aims, Problem of Dress, Paycho­

logical Aims, Retlg1~, So~al ~d CUltural aims tn NEFA • 

Arunachal Pradesh. It is a general work· ~h1eh deals with various 

ns~cts (1neluding pbilosopbioal aspects) of the Union Territory. 

1;~ Btwnt, VERRIER 

Democracy 1n NEFA 

Research Department 

NBFA Administration ·1965' 

In . thiS book the author has compiled copious 1rd' oma-

. tion on the indigenous forms of authority at tbe v11lage level 

and above 1n the North East Frontier of India. 'lbis tnforma tion 
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has great value as 1t pr~1das the base on ~h1eh the later deva­

lopment and eXJ)ana1on of' local self•government bas been built. 

It is a sovce book and a summary record ot tl'adit1onal polS.tl• 

cal orgontsation of' lmFA. Thus 1 t gtves us a detailed infoma­

tion regUdtng tbe YiUage level9 inter.vtllag.e level, local 

selr-aovernment• pract1cas 9 its functions, ortJani$stt1on, and 

jurisdictions eto. 1n the various tribal s~1et1es of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

16. ElMIU t. WBRDR (Ed. ) 

India's NGrth.East Frontier 1n the Nineteenth Century. 

Oltford Uh~:trersity Press 1"9 

Third impression 1972. 

Tb!s book is a eo11eetion of various pasaagfls f!'Om the 

olde• ltteratute,. d~ to 1900 A.D. which bas a. beartng on the 

history, people and problems of what is now known ns Arimaohal, 

Pradesh. The passages are originally found 1n the form of reports• 

letten, notes. monologues eto. written by a.dminist~atot'S, sol­

diers • mtsstonari.Gs and explorers etc. 

This book sa an immensely important eonect1on of the 

oldGr Uterature of AJ'Ufttlehal Pradesh. The passages are systema .... 

ttcally arranged, tribe wtae. Thus· this book 1s one of tbe most -

important books wb1cb gives us the old accounts wrl tten by 

foreign vtaitors to this least known $)81't or the country. 1bese 

passages are of unusual ~lue for they g1ve us a picture of the 

country as it wee before 1 t bad suffered any Gl!ternal tnflueuce. 



11• mMil~t v., SJIA.STRI1 B. and S!MON, l.M. (ed) 

Important Directives on AdminiStration of ·t~FA 

Research r>egartment. 

NEFA Adm1ntstrat1on0 . Sb111ong 19~? 
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tmpOrtant directives on admtn1strat1on Of ~1EFA is a 

·compendium of important dir~ctives issued · fJtOm ttme to time by 

the NBFA ·(Arunachal Pradesh) Mmn1stntion• ror gUidance of it$ 

offieer& in their duties and ae~cea to the pt\X)ple. Now tbese 

eonections of important directives 1n a book fora baS proved 
· as most SmP'Ortant .refeJ'ellee bock.· Dlis collection !s a co~re­

bensS.ve reference; specially for stUdy of political orga.nisa• 

ttons and ad~is tra ttve recrganisat1cn 1n the 'Union Terri tory. 

18. GAIT EDWARD 

(Revised & enlarged 'by B.K. Barua and H.v .s .. Murtb7) 

A History of.Assam 

'lbaoker Spink & Co. ( 1933.) P. Ltd 

Calcutta ~ 1, 1st Publtsbed 19~ 
' ' 

Reprinted 1961 

This deals with the htstoey book fr.o!!l pre-h1atori.c t1mes 

to the British ruleo It gtvea some descriptive and b1Stor1eal . . . ,, . 

accounts or l!lajor b!ll tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. In chapter . . 

21, a·t page 311•37~.9- it .mainly deals t'1ith the Ahom relations 

with the major tribes of the then frontie.r tract. 



19. HAMILTON, A. . ' 

·xn Abor J'\m#11es of' Nortb-~t India 

Mittal PubUcationa, Delhi 3' 
F1rs t Indtan mitton 1983 

i'bta volume deals mainly w1th. the Abor e~edit1ons of 

1911•12. But tn this vol.ume the former exped1t1o:ns are also . 

brl.eny descr1be4. Some br.lef accounts about tbe tribe and 

thelr traditional eustoms, marriage system, costuuse etc. are 
. . 
als.o given. !he importance. of ~is valum.e lies 1n the tact 

that. it gives many pbotog~phst of Village bea&nan, British 

of'f1oers, Village~ etc~ . and gives a beautiful topograph1eal 

survey map of' tbe region. 

20. LUTHRA, P.N. 

,.., 

Cons.ti tutlonal and Aclm1n1stra tive Growtb of the North F..ast 

Prontter Agency. 

Dlreotor of Informatle)n and PUbUc Relations 9 NEFA, 
'• 

Sb111ong 

Apr11 1971. 

This book1et g1 VQS \JS. 1n deta.i1 all the imPOrtant coMti• 

tutional and a&n1n1strat1.ve groutb acmunts of tbe then NEFA, 

nov Arunachal Pradesh. T.his is the first book of its ldnd which 
' 

gives the i.~tant documents in published fom, otherwise all 

this hiSt-ory has remained confined in administrative files Emd 

archi~s_. 



'fbe ap])enatces and mapa furnish useful chronol~gical 

and geogmpb1eal background and bJ1.1)g tog.,tber relevant docu­

wmts. 

21. MACKEUZIB, At.RXA.NllER 

The Nortb•East 11Tont1er ot India 

M.ltal Pnb11catians, Delbi 3' 

First Published 1884., entitled 

••History of the Relations of the Government with the Hill 

TM.bes 'Of the. North East Frontier of Bengal .• " 

Reprlmted 19?9 

ftl1s volume 1s an acoount by A1exander Macttenzie 9 1n 

cbarge PoU ttoal Correspondence of the Bengal Oovernment in 

1869. The autboJ- gtves a detailed account of the poll tical 

relations of the government of India with the bill tribes of 

North Eastem Frontiet- ot India upto 1882.. It was first published 

ln 1884 entitled 0 Htstorr of the relations of tbe government 

vi tb the Hills tribes ot the North East Frontier ot Bengal. 91 

22. NtCJmLL1 ST. JOHN, Fo (Captain) 

. The North East Frontier of tnaia (A topogmpb1cal, Political 

ana Mil1tary RePort) .• V1ve.k PubliShing House, Delhi • 'I· 

Raprlnted 1913. First published 1n 1883 by the Sllpi)nnten­

dent of Gtwt. Printing Press 9 calcutta, under the tl tle 

"Report (Topographical, Political and M111taJT) on the Nonh 

Bast Frontier of India". 
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This book con ta1ns a very valuable acoount · of NOrtb~Eas t 
P':rolltier of India, including Assam, Arunachal ana ttagaland. It 
particularly gives Topograpbioal t POll t1cal and MiU tary accounts 

ot the major tribes of tbe region. Major tribes of Arunachal 

included are A bore, Mishmis 9 S1ngpho and Kbampt1, Min (Bill 

M.1ri) and the· Dbaphla tribes. It gives a beautiful account of 

each tribe, their land; poUt1cal o:rgan1sat1on and mill tary espa­

d1t1ons mainly pttn1t1ve elQ)editlons made by Br1t1sbers on them. 

. Topography of each tribe 1a beaut1fUUY' 1Uus tra ted by sketch 

mops. !bus it is a valuable book containitlS old dceuments wb1cb 

ean be undoubtedly made use of as refePEOoa in tbe stuciy of b1s­

torlcal perspective and poli tteal crganisa tion ot Arunaeha1. 

23. MEBRAt P. (Ed.) 

the No:rtb Eastern Frontier 

A ctooumentary st~ of the Xntemactne Rivalry between 

Indian, Tibet and China. Vol. I, 1906·1914. 

Oxford t1n1vers1ty Pross, Delhi, 1919. 

The documents !n this volume deal nth a cNci&l J)eriod 

in the h1s tory of India •s North East Frontier a:ntl the region 

immediately behind it. tt gives official. documents and major 

backgl'Ound discussion of the S1mla Convention of 19149 that u 
the demarcation of McMohan td.no 'between Tibet and India. Tbua 

tbe volume gives all. the important otfieial documents of north 

Bast Fr~nttar of India between the year 1906·1914. 



This volume covers the necessary official documents of 

the region fo'P the period of 4 (four) decades t •. e. 1914•19S'+, 

in Wblcb tbe redSSeovery of ~!OMoha.n Line 1n 1936, contJIOl in 

~ etc. are deaer1bed. 
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'!'bus both theSe volumes give us the baste neeeasa:ry 

government documents related to tbe North-East Frontier of 

lndta. Also various official ccmmunieat1cna of Irldia \fltb China 

~~. PEMBERTON,. B~R-- (Captain) 

Report on tba ~tel'n Fronttere of British India. · 

Dept. of Uistor:teal and Antiquarian Studies in Assam, 

Ga.ubatt. 

FiFs t Impression 183~ 

second Impression 1966 

/ 

The report on the Eastern FrontieJ- of British D'ld1a is 

one of the pioneer works on the aub3ect~ The repo:rt covere a 

"1id~ range of eub3ects, d1tri.<;ie4 into sections, and sub..sections 

b,aring on the ·~1ca1, anthropo1ogteal0 eoo:nomic and poll ttetn 

C·ondi t1ons of the pcaople tnhab1 Ung a large a :rea moiutling 

Assam, Man1p"Urt. Arrala.nd, lUngdom of Pong, Ava and a few other 

places ln Buma. The. report 1neorporatea valuable data on -mill• 

tary atfai m and eomtnE)l'CiBl ~outes betl~een Assta."ll and Eurma and 

on l)a!lses be'ttteen Assa~ and. Bhutan. 
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Reports on bill t :rtbas of Artl11achal Pradesh are mentioned 

in the Assam seotien. 

26. RAO, VENKJ\TA, V,. 

A Century of 'rri.bal Polities 1n North East India 1814-1994 

s. Chand & Co., N9W.Delbi ~~ 

First ~·eatt1on 1976 

this book deals 1n detail w1tb tbe political situations 
', . . 

1n North-East :Tndta from 18~ to 1914~ The volume has been 

divided into three main parts. ~e nrst part deals ~itb the 

political deveiopments of the region, 1n wbJ.ch a detailed treat­

~ent 1s atven under the sub•hoads prof11o of Nortb.Eaat, Tl""ibal­

British reiatiQns, eonstitut1onal positions and titba1 political 

systems. Second part deals with the DiStrict Counci1 in 'til111cb 

topics like ~ormation of district eounc11s, eonst1tuti.onal 

structure, member$b1p, political. executive, functions or dis· 

trS.Ct council and ,;orld.ng of district councils are described in 

detail. The third part deals wi tb the state pol1 ttes of tbe 

regton in whicb formation of states t elect1ons to 1eg1slature, 

regional poU tical parties and govamment formation are higb­

ligbted beautifUlly. tt is a l.uc1d and comprehensive· political 

account of t~rtb East Ragion which eould be used a.s maill 11refe .. 

renee work 1n t-aVim11ng tbe po11 tioal organisation of the region. 



27 • RA.O • VENKATA., V • and HAZAnntA taBU 

Local Selt•Governmant in Dldia (witb speeial reference to 

· Aaaam and. n.E. India.) 

s. Ooond & Co. New Delhi 

Reprint 1980 
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It is a text book for undergraduate stUdent which deals 

both uith theory and practice ot 1oeal self-gavernment 1n Irldia. 

But some special mention has bean made on tbe local self govern. 

ment1 S.ts growth and pncttc·e of the North Eastern Region w~1eb 

could be used as supplementary reference source -vltb the earlier 

· book e.g. A OentU17 of Tn.bal. Politics tn. NOTth East India 

18?4-1914 by the same author. 

28. RElD, R. (Sh) 

H1a tory of tbe Frontie!' Areas Bordering on Assam 1883·1941 

Eastern PUbliDhing House, Delhi 

. Fl~st PUblishoo 1941 

Repri.nt~d 1983 . 

Sir Robart Reidt the Governor of Assam f~om 1937•1942 

pieketl up ttbere Alexander Mackenzie in bls book ( ~.3 tory or· 
tbe Relations of the GOver-nment with the Bill tribes of the 

WQr.t;b.,Esat FJ!Ontier of Bengalu.) had left and s tutlied impassion. 

atel.y on tbe martial and fiercely independent people borderi.ng 

on China, Bhuton and Bu.rmn. 



Tbe book ¢cmta1ns five parQ • ftrst dealing with tbe 

Lushai BtU.S (l·!ieoramlc Second, ~ipUI" state, third the 

Raga Hills (Nagalandlt. fovtb the Sad!yn Frontier Tract; and 

. ftfth the Balipara Frontt.e:r Tract • 
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. The last tl«> parts are i!'11portant retaren~es for stUdy or 

Historical perspective end poUtical organiSations of Arunachal 

Pradesh., In the Sadiya. Frontier Tracts, tho Al.bot'·expedition ct 

1893-94 and 1911·12, Mishmi expedition of 1899•1900 and admints­

t'rattve ·changes subsequent to thea e expeditions are described , 

'in. detail. In the Balip:u:•a bon-tie? traot, Aka expedi t1on of 

1883•1864, t.pa 'lanang e~Qd1tion 1897 9 the ~1.ri. Mission, the 

fo!'tt!aticn of the western sector of the North-.Eaat Frontier eto • 

. are described in a lueS.d manner. 'lbia ·books gives U3 original 

aoeaunts of all these eltpeditiona and adminlstrettve ~organ1Sa· 

t1ona ·of the then Frontter Tract 1e~ ee~ pr·esent Arunachal Pradesh. 

29. SARIN, V.I~K, 

Indta 9s i:lorth.East in Flames · 

V!kas Publishing House 

New Delbi 64 

. 1980 

. . . 

the tirst ·attempt of its kind to pin-po1nt, analyse an.d disousa 

the complex problems conf~ont~ Assam,.NagelP~d, l~ipur, 

.TripU'ra, ·Megh~aya9 AJ"UDao.Ual Pradesh and rUeoram. It stresses 
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the geopo11tieal..s1gn1.f1eancg of tbis sensitive region end 

deseribes how va.ricuo ~xtemal, (foreign) powers are try1ng to 

make it a eoekpi t ot !nterna tionill intrigUes. He t rtes to 
' 

analyee the inf'l~ problems of As~am, insurgent movement 1n 

Naea1and and Mizaram a..tfld nloo s'b..ldies tha process of :aoc1a1 

change in ~a~hiu Pradesh ond points out h0ll7 te·nsions are 

aevoloptng 1n this Frontier area • 

. In Chapter II, under the head of "Artmaohal•s Silent 

Revol.~tion'•• the author br-iefly describes the administrative 

&~Tolut1.on_ and social Changes that· have taken place 1!l the 

Union 'rem tory. 

30. ·SELECTI01~ PAPERS 

H111- ·t~ta betveen Assam and Buma 

· Vivek Publishing Co.\) Dalhi .. 7 

· F1mt published 1909, rGpr1nted '19?8, 1981. 

(First pM!ltGd 1n 1873 at the Bengal Secretariat Preas 

under_ .t~e t1tle. 11Seleot1on ()f papers regarding the bill 

tracta ba~een Assam and ·Surma and on the Upper Brabmaputra.O · 

Tills volume is a collection of accounts mada by various 

travellers, soldiers 9 explorers, admw!strntors etc. on tbe 

Uttle known vast North•eastern mounta1..11ous _ ~gi~ or India, 

inhabit~ by a. large number of tribes·. It \:13.8 only in the ear~ 

19th e0ntury th.at tbe B.ri tiab m!li tary expeditions,. surveys and 
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1n11estsgat1cns were carried out, afte~ the first Anglo-Burmese 

war, tO gatn geogl*Gphical knovle<igo about the alf'Ela f.U'ld to 

acqU1re. soma ac.:urate information regarding the eustoos, tra­

d1 ti<ms • · Ute-s tyle and tbe languages of the$e tribal people. 

Ti'_»e documents collected bere relate to Upper i3!"ahmaputra 

in Asaamt · v~bor, l&hm19 Singpbo, Khampti, Naga9 l-11r1 (Hill 
. . 

. t•lil'l '• Dana and othe-r. tnbea U~ing on the bill tracts between 

Aslilam and ~ Each document reveals a fascinating aspeot of 

the ~g1on 1 sirlee it is tbe product of the survey conducted by 
' 0 • ' 

tbe dtfferent e~petent personalities 81ving authoritative and 

comprehens1ve information re~a.rdiftg the land and people, fauna 

and nora, reliston and el.ilture, politics and economics. Many 

impg~tant routes have also bean described in detail.. 

Thus, this vol\WJEl is undoubtedly-· a collection of valuable 

accounts w.b1cb reveals ::md stves an .ortginal description of the 

region. 

31• S!JAKESPEAnE • L. w. (Colonel) 

History or Assae Rines 

Spectl'Ue Pub11c!ations 

Pan Eazart Ge.uhstt 

Fira.t Published in the U.K. 1929 

Reprinted 1980 

ThiS volllme gives a hi{thly illur.dna.ting ac~ount related 

to. the history of Assam lltfles, their system of defence as wU 
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as the blstory· ot the different tribes Uke the Abors, tbe 

Alma, the Danae,. the Khasis 9 the Mild.n• the Mizos; the ttlnt• 

puri.S, the Mis'hmis and the Nages. :tt also desor.lbas tbe varlous 

een~ and regions witbi!l the lend wbich are 1tapoll1iant both 

fTom the strategic an() historical point of vtev. It als& 

describes th(!) forests, means ot oommun1cat1on and British 

dealtng ot the region. It incorporates an interesting discus • 

. sion on the auney of the r-ailtm.ys and the tea industJ~Y. 

' 
Ma1nly tbis boolt gives us details about the m1Uta17 

expeditions made by Brit1sbere Q,. the major b111 tribes of the 

regton. In t.bis v-olume tbe exped!Uons like Abor expedition ot 

1911•12, · the tAkas, the Datlas and tbe, Misbm1 are given 1n detail. 

\bus thta book could be used as ~mportant referenc~ work tor· 
.. 

rev1ewing the m111 tary aecOUDts of Arunachal Pradesb as w~li as 

the North Eastern Region as a whole. 

JODfit\Y 
1. BARUA, SClN• · 

Patkat a.nei tts a&d.nistrattve b1story. A. P. News Vol. ?9 

. No. 1, P• 24 .. 35 continued tn Vol. 2 No. 2t P• 11•1'• 1978. 

2~ Dt1TT.A.9 ~.c. 

(a) CUl tul'al. end Historical Background of the Wanebos of · 

AJ!unaehal.. · 

ResaFUn Vol. VI~ llo. 2, 1980~ P• 1•13. 

(b) Ol"tgib of the tribes of l'1or.tb.Eas~em ·India. 

· '!be. Hom bill 1969, P• 19·23 • 



3• OILXE, A., 

. AD account ot _an exped1t1c;.n among the Abors 1n 18SJ. 

J.~A.S.,Bi» Vol. XX· (N,s. 1913 ~ P• 10?-.122 

(D~bri..bes Father Kr1clts v1s1 t to Membu (now Mebo 1n 

. Bast Siang). 

~. . GUllA, . B.s. 

· 'lbe ntdian Abori-gines and ·their Administration. 

J..A.s. Vo1. XVII, (1911) p,. 19..1+4. 

$. tm!CK, M.M. & GILD, A 
. . . 

. ·An. aeeount of an eXpedition among the Abors tn 1~3. 

l.A~s.B. Vol. !X (191)) PP• 101•122. 

(Fatbep Kri~kS ·vui t to Mamba (Now Mebo 1n Fast Siang) 

6. LINDSAY t A. B• 

Expedition against the Abora, 1911•12. 

Af!CII¥ Review·. Vol. IV (1913) pp. 343-3;8. 

?. MILLISt 3 .P. 

~OUJ'S .1n the Balipara Frontier Tract, Assam. 

Man in India. Vol. XXVI ( 1947) pp. 9•3S'. 

8. BAIKAR, Y.A. . . 

Sources of the H1s tory of Arunachal Pradesbo 

1\e&arun .• Vol, _v, No. 1, 19799 pp. 16-24. 
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9• RAVARTYt. ·L~N• 

(a) A short note on Posa. 

·t.rt)e Homwbl1Ut 1969, PP• 2E~31. 

(b) Eal-1.¥ 111$ tory ctf LObi t Dis tr1ot. 

· Resai'U1'10 Vol. 1V t No. 1 t Jan .. t4arch 1978, pp. 1·•6. 

(e) IJ1storical evolution of Arunachal Pradesh 

Resarun, Cum/Vol. 19'76, pp. 43-5'1. 

10. RDtEY, DILlON 

Exploring ·tbe Misbm1 BUlB. · 

l'latuw1 BJ.story, Vol. LVII (1984) p. '19. 

11. SARKAR, tl. 

(a) Hia.torloal account of the 1ntroduotion ot Buddh1slD 

among tbe ttonpa$ and Sberd:rokpere ~ 

A.P. News t Vol• 4, No. ·1, 1976j PP• 11+•18. 

(b > A H.iatonca.l aeco unt of the Ta...ang ·-t~onast17. 

Resarunt Vol. IV • No. 2, 19?8, pp. 11·24• 
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These above Usted articles found ·in various Journals 

deal·matnly "With tho historical accounts of the region ·as a 

whole and some witb one op the other majot- tribes of the region. 

some accounts made by 'Bf'1 ttsh Officers as Reports of El!pedi t1on 

on ve.nous tribes are very useful as tbey give us tbe ftret band 

aocoUI'lt of va!'ious explora t1on and pun1 ttve expedi tiona made by 

Br1 t1sbers on v&rlous ma3 or tribes of the region. 'rbus these 
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~counts are tbe basie reference works tbs'ou@ wb!eb we could 

. lmow the land end its people, ~1r soo1o-eoonom1c and po11U .. 
' eat orga.nteation. of the h1U tri\)ea . of Arunachal Pradesh, 1n 

the •ea:rly. years ot the adVent of th~ British to this b1deen 

land. 

12. B.ANSRJI, Rll!l>_ 

Neolithic impletllents f'l"'m the Abor. country. 

Annual report· of' the Archaeological survey of India 

192'..,..2;' t P• 102. 

13. BORPADIKAR, B.l?. 

Stone age and neolithic cultures tD t~ Lobtt Distnet 
. . 

of UEFA. · 

District Census "Bandbcok1 Lobit Disttiot 
. . 

1,71 p,. 2;1. 

1lt. COGGIN, BRO\ffi, J. 

Groomed stone 'Bat'Jl!Dar from Assam and tbe d1st.P1but1on of . ~ . . 

similar forms in Eastern Ind1a. 

Joum., A.s.B,. Vol. x. lfo. 4, 1914. 

1;". DAS;9 A.K • 

. Arcbaeolog1cal si tea and bistor:t.c:al monuments ot Arunachal 

.Pradesh. 

A. P. News, Vol. 2, no. 21 1973. 



16. DUARA, n.a. 
t1ao1ith1c celts from SUbansiri District, A. P. News, 

August, 1979. 

11. DUTTA1 D.K. 

A P.re•l1isto!"ic si'tif&ct at tbe Nao D1h1ng Tlrap District. 

ResarU.n, Vol. Vl, No. 2, 1980, p. 33. 

18. JASWAL, I.s.s. 

search of early man !n North Eastern India. 

Man 1n India, Yo• 5, 6 ( 19?6), P• 2'16. 

19• RAIK·ARt Y.A •. 

(a> Dh19maknagar. 

A.P. News, Vol. 1, l.to. 2t 19'72. p. 31•j6. 

(b) The ttud.tort near Taau could be S!supal.garh. 

A.P. Ness, Vol. ~, tlo. 1, 197.3, p. 7•9o 

(c) Temple and .fol't arch! tactura 1n ArunaOhQJ. Pradeen1. 

A.P. iJemt, Vol. u, No. 6, 1978, P• ,.1,-. 
(d) Pre-bietorte archaeolOgy in t.r.E. India. 

A.P. N~s, Vo1. 9, No. 91 1980• P• 23•30. 

(e) Archaeology in Aw.nnchal Pradesh• Px'oblems and scope. 

Research in Arunachal 1979, p. $2-55. 

(t) Archaeology 1n tba· Nca·Dihing Vf1lley. 

NEFA Intortnation, Vol. IV, No. 4, 1969, p. 16-19. 

·(g) B~1tisb expiorers of Sbismalmagar~ 

Resarun, Vol. III, No. 11 1917, p. 2-4. 
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20o SABI<An, N. 

(o) Neolithic celt in AruMoha.l Pradesh and Assam. 

· Pines, Vol. 1, Part 2, 1973 (Arunachal Number) 

. (b) Two stone engravings in Urap Dis tr1ct. 

A, P. News• Vol. g, No. 3, 1976, P• 14-1'1. 

21. SIMON• Ie~M• 

Retl.eetion from the Past. 

A.P~ News, Vol.·;, No. 4, 19?6, P• 19·23. 

~. STEEL, E~B• 

Celt found ~ong the Namsang Nags$. 

Pr-oceedings .. ot. A.s,a. ( 1870) p, :!67e» 

23o TAtUKDAR, a.o~ .. 
n~aynngar 

A.P. News Volo a, t~Jo. 30 1973t P• 9•13. 
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These aboVe mentioned articles found in variouS .Joumals, 
' . 

t!ostlr 1n A%'Un&C)'ba.:; Prad~b Nlll!l~· and Be.CJJ.arun are Bainly dealt 

with the h1stC3rieal mom.tmatts or historical artifacts found Sn 

Arunaehal Pradesh and arebaeologteal excava t1ons earned out 1n 

the Region. Of course tnost of the articles are pubUsbed b7 the 

officials of Resenreb Department of the Government of. Arunachal 

as they are engaged in nsearob t~ork ot this natuzte. Thesa 

research· findin.l'!s ot Pre-histone arttraots· and a.rcba901ogtea1 

rem.a1ns are very im~rtant fer tftld. ng ot Pl .. e.bls tol'ic h!s to17 

ct the region. 



24.. BOMJ'tN, L. 

· Traditional detnoeratie System· of Ads1n1st~tat1on .. 

A. P •. NGW!Jt Vol. 6,_ Uo. 1, 1918; p. 7.,11. 

2J •. DtrrTA, P.L. 

(e.) LooM 1nSt1tuttons or U.rap DSstrict. 

A. P. Uawa, 'Vol. 5't P• 21t ·1916. 

(b) Do?mitory 1nstttut1on in AJ'unachal with spacial 

reference ·to the Vclnohoa of ftrap Distnct. Nol'tb 

East T~os, Vo1. 2t No. 121 August 28 1 Continued 

Vol. 2v no~ 31 Sept. 4, 1981, Geubat1. 

?.besa articles mostly deal vitb tho traditional soCial 

and political organisation of veious tribes of' Arunachal 

Pradesb9 Still today tbe '.traditional or conventional ·wt1tu­

t1onal ·laws or maj oP tribes of Arunachal Pradesh are valid. 

These articles . have reviewed th.e importance and ~Ularltr of 
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these traditional crganuations among the people of· the region. 





Arunachal Pradesh extends from 26~o• to 29°30'N 

Latitude and 91°20' to 9,021 'E Longitude with a. total land 

45 

area of about 8395'78 Sq. Km. It 1s basieall)" a mountn1nous 

region vtth a wild and formidable terrain. Aceording to so.m~ 

writers, it is one of the world's most difficult mountainous 

regions, extremely precipitous and highly 3ugagged, ns1ng in 

mighty convolutions of ridges and spurs from the foothills 

aeross the tlorth bank of the Brahmaputra. Rumtng alonJ! India •s 

international front19r w1tb Bhutan, C~1na •s Tibet and Burma 

to the West, North and South respectively, tt oeeuptes the 

s!>Utbern slopes of the eastem most extremity of the mighty 

Himalaya~ range. It is n tangle of deep gorge like valleys, 

densely wooded mountatn slopes dissected by numerous to~rents 

and rivers, deep river valleys and a belt of tropical rain 

forest about 8o Km broad along the low€r reaches particularly 
-
1n 1 ts eastern m~ t part. 

Geogra~bically, Arunachal falls under tw~ different 

natural regtons of India, from the eastern-most tip of tirap 

District to tbe 'l'ellu river viz. southern part of Loh1t d1s­

-tl"1et falls under Purbanebal Hills, and tbe remaining western 

part from Tollu river in the tch1t district upto the Ka.meng 

district fallS lmder Eastern J3-imalaya or Assam Himalaya region. 

The main btlls of Assa.m Himalaya region from east to \.Jest are, 



the Miahm1 bUla draibed by Dibang river, to the west of it 

11es the Abor bUls drained· by mi(Jbty Siang and 1 tS tributa.-
.. 

'J1,es, to tbe west of Abor bills, the M1rl Hills and the 
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Dafla (Nishi) Hills· which are drained by ~ubans1r1 rive!' and 

1ts tributaries, and tbe western most Kameng which 1& situa­

ted in the Great Himalaya Range and bas very d1ftieult terrain ,. 
and snow bound ranges towards the north. Kameng district has 

a few famous and hig~ly elevated passes such as Bum-La and 

tbe Tse-ta. Tse .. ta 1s sttuated at an elevation of 4?40 metres 

from sea level. 

Geology of Arunachal Pradesh 1s not rm10b known in 

details. Oeologteal exploration of tbe tent tory is ptesently 

going on und&r the Geological SUrvey of India, bUt their geo­

logical findings are still awaited. Of course, it 1s not 

correct to say thnt the sc1entutc interest 1n the geological 

formation ot tbe region started very late, rather 1t coincides 

vi th the advent of the Br1 tisbers 1n the territory. Some of 

the British officers while en their punitive ~xped1tions. to 

various· bills tribes of Arunachal Prade.s.h, made some Geological 

observations, wh1eh are found 1n v~r1ous old .roumals, such as 

As1at1e Society of Bengal, Asiatic Journal and monthly register, 

.Asiat1c Researches, Geographical Journal, Record of Geolof!10al 

Survey of Indta ate. Wilcox made some. observations 1n tbG LohS.t 

area in 182;, Row1atte and Godwin Aus·ten ~ 18"; La Touche 1n 

. 1883 t MacLaren in 1904, Coggin Brown 1n 1911, and much later in 
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the Spring of 1963. Augusto Oansser, a Swiss geologist dlvided 

the Assam Himalaya OJ' Eastern Himalaya 1nto fo~ stt'UctU!'al 

un1 ts ( 1no1Ud1ng SikJd.m and Bhutan). 

Presently the Geological Survey of India 1s doing its 

best to explore the geological struoture and posslble mineJ'Sl 

peaources of the region. Some of their findings. a:re alread)' 

publlabed, but ~argcr part ot their findings are still U.e 1n 

the form ot unpublished progress reports. Some of the major 

published works which contain an account of geology.o~ Arunachal 

Prad~b are misoellaneous pubUcation No. 43, 30; 46; 41; 

Record of G.s.I. 9 J'oumal of Indian l11nerals, Himalayan Geology 

e·te. !he contents of thooe various publications are discussed 

in detail 1.n this chapter in the geology section. · 

Other elements of physical setting sucb as Topography, 

. J)rainaget climate and soil of the region are also in the ~rocess 

of exploration. Some earlier aeo~unts made by Br1 t1;1bers in the 

form of reports, letters .and monologues are round 1n old 3 oumals, 

Viz. Geographical magazine, Asiatic Society of Bengal, Asiatic 

Re~earches, Geographical journals etc. Also some valuable accounts 

are found in\ old published books Wh1eh have now been reprinted 
i 

by. Oovernmen~ agencies and various publication companies are 

ava,tlabl~. Some of then are - Topogl'aphy of Assam by John M'Cosh; 

Selection ~pars %'e(tard1ng tb_e hill tracts between Assam and 

Burma, p11blished by. GoVemment of lndia; A descriptive accounts 

. ot ~sam, by ·William .Robinson etc. Dlese contain valuable and 
' . 

useful accounts on tbe phys:leal setting of the region. 
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OVer and above, there are a few published books wbicb 

cover the geology and physical setting 1n a very general way. 

'l'bey have therefore been enlisted as general reference work 

tor the chapter on p:bysteal setting; th'V ares 

1. CENSUS OF INDIA 

General R'epo~t, Series 24 

ArUnachal Pradesh 

l~ager of PUblication 

Oovt. of India, 1971 

ThiS. volume eovera all aspects of census reports starting 

trom Historical background of the region to socio-economic 

tables. The introductory part treats in brief about the histol'i· 

cal background., pb}'Siography, general geology, m1nerology, 

ee1sm1c1ty, vegetation and flora, fatma, climatology of the 

region. So ve could use it for writing the pbye1eal setting of 

Arunachal Pradesh, particUlarly taking the data on physiography, 

general geology., climatology etco 

2. m!OWDHURY t :f• N • 

AfW1achnl Pradesh 

From Frontier tracts to Union Terri tory 

Cosmo PUblioat1ona, tJew Delhi .. 2 

1983 

ibis monograph deals mainly- with the political nnd eon ... 

stitutionsl development of Arunachal P~esh but also gives a 

brief ao= unt of tbe geography- and goo logy or the tent tory. 
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Tbe first chapter describes the international frontiers, 

topography, J'lVer" systems and relative positions of tr1bes. l'J1 

the second chapter the author treats 1n detail a bout the geolo­

gy, mineral resources, climate, nora and faUna of tbe region. 

3• RAZA, M. AND AHMED, A,. 

General Geography of ·India 

General geography of India is a geography te:rtbook of 

Central Board of secondary education for intermediate students. 

Being a geograpby textbook 1t contains chapters on pbJS1eal and 

eul tural elements of India as a whole. In the p}Wsteal section 
. . 

it gives a brief account of the drainage and rainfall, tem,era-

ture, so11 & ~~tura1 vegetation Qf India. ThiS has been done for 

Arunachal Pradesh also wh1oh is shcnm to' have mountainous and 

red soils. The natural vegetation. is also elass1t1ed as (1) 

Alpine, (11) Moist tropical evergreen, semi-evergreen, Slld 

·(iii) wet temperate types. 

The cultural section, includes deser1pt1on on the tribal 

population of India, their distribution, language SJ'<>Up etc. 1n 

which illustrate mapa for tbe same has been furniBhed. 

Although the contents of the text are small in quantity, 

it has a usetul account on the physical. and eul.tural geography 

of Arunachal Pradesh. 



4. SINGH, R.L. (Ed1tor) 

India, A Regional Geography 

National Geographical Society of India 

Varanas1 • 'J 

Silver JUbilee Publication 
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This volume 1s the first work whieb at tempts to fill in 

the long gap in tbe !ndian :Regional Geogr.aphy, contaJ.n1ng first 

hand and authentic information. It deals in detail witb the 

4 Macro and .28 1-ficJrO order regions of India. 

Chapters 11 and 12 ~iz. Eaetem Rimala,a and Purbanehal, 

respectively deal 1n detail with Arunachal Pradesh. B1stor1cal 

background, physical setting, cUmate, soil, ne.turol <11egetat1on, 

physteal resource base, cultural setting and deltt!!i tat1on of · 

regions .are treated in dGt.a1l. ~e Assam Himalayas or Arunachal 

. has bean d~ vided 1nto four s-econd order regions as -, ( 1) Datla 

Reg1on 0 (11) 'Mirt negion, (111) Abor Region, and (!v) Mishm! 

Region. 

The Purbanchal has been divided into two first ot"d.er 

regions, .five second order regions and 13 tb1rd ol"der regions 
' 

of which one second order region namely 'fi!'Bp.Lohi t Region . tans 

under Arunachal Pradesh. 1bus 1n total A!'Ullachal Pradesh has 

ftve second order :regions. 

This volume forms an important source for the study of 

physical setting of Arunachal Pradesh_. 
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~. SINOR GOPAL 

-A Geography of India 

Atma Bam and Sons • Delhi - 6 

· Fourth Edition 1983 

Th1S book is prima.r11y a textbook for undergraduate and 

graduate lavel students· or Indian universities. It bas two 

parts, the first part de ala ~1 th the pbys 1cal environment, 

economic geograpby and population. The second part 1s devoted 

to a description of tha geographical regions of' tnd1a. 

Ohapter · 32 in the s ooond part &lives a brief account of 

the Assam Himalayas • and describes the second order region, 

important passes and rtvers of Arunachal Pradesh. It gives us 

some baste idea on tha topography, drainage and natural region 

of the territory, but the material in Arunachal Pradesh is 

nther ueagre. 

The Arutla.Chal Himalayas is least studied and lea.s t d!.a .. 

covered part of the Hi@~layas, geoerapbieally and geologically. 

'rhus the tao ts regat><U.ng the geology of the region ·~ not mueb 

revealed and known. Presently the Geological Survey ~f India is 

doing intensive and extensive investigations on the geology and 

mineral occurrences of the territor.y. From their findings a 

general gaolog1eal frame~ork of tbe terri tory can be outlined as 

belowt 
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A~or volcanic ) 

Eart Palde20ic l:!: ~~ Bm.I)OILA GR<?UP 
Pre C<'lrb<"~ian (gr :e~& sdw;ts) 

Pre carbnian r.-:-:1 Sht..a Group(m~.nati· 
with y0 un9er ~ ~ ·t@S, granites& -;chists) 
granites 

II LOHIT. 

lerti~rtts (;::.;_:.::.:.J 

Lowif\ Palq hi...-:Q C;ystatline liiT\Qs~ 
ozoic ~ &towgrade sch.sts. 

r=:-=1 
~ sthistose Mi>ta .... 

· . seeJiments 

Pre Camt>ri ~ ParaT~etamorphites 
an ~ 

Low' r.P~~~eo.{ r;:--;:.;1 Gr<modirit~·diorite · 
. oic to p, e- lti:..:r ·-J compJQ»<. 

Camnrian 

III TfRAP 

§Alluvium 

TERTIA r , 1 OfHING ss:PJeS 
RY(Eoc 
ene ·PI [ 2. ) l'IPAM SERiES 
iocene 

m 8Af~l. SEI<feS 

~ OISANG SERlES 

o.=J Puram~tar orphite~ 



5Z 

Arunachal Pradesh geology is characterised bY the pre• 

sence of sedimentary and metamorphic rocks of various epoebs 

or the earth's evolution startirlg from tbe most ano1e:nt times 

upto tbe recent. Some high grade and ue tamorph1 tea JtQclss of'. the 

pre-cnmbnan age are· found 1n Northam parts of Bomdtla general­

ly known as Bomd11a and Sbel.a. group which constitutes Gntesses, 

so hies ta gl'&n1 tas etc. ~e rookS found in Lamd~k and Dapo1"1jo 

areas of Subansil'1 9 the Meehulm area of West Siang and the 

Gx-anod1rite .. d1orito complelt of D1bang and. Lohit dtstrtot belongs 

to the pFe-cambrian. 

A Gondowana belt consisting: or nard_ sandston.o and slaty 

shales of parw"Vian age extends from Kameng to the Wee t of' Siang 

river 1n tl'le Siang district. To the north of' this elongated 

Gondwana belt, specially 1n \fest. and East Siang p:ro-oam~rian 

rocks are found near Yingkiang and Along, uh1eh 1s broadly 

known as Dieh~m group (constitutes the Miri quart21 tes, Carbo-
, 

nates nntl Abo:r volcanics). South of' the elongated G011dowana 

belt l1oa the Sit;e.Uk belt C!Ostly ~onstitutes the sandstone and 

elays which belongs to the mid•mioeene to plestoc~1e period~ In 

the Di'banth Lobit and Tirap district 1mm~iately below the 

foothilla~of Greater Himalaya lies the North eastern extend of 

As sam plains whic.b · cons t1tutes alluvium of reeen t origin. Tirap 

district as a vholE3 is mainly constituted of sedimentary ~ocks 

of the tertiary pel"iod. 



Detail seoiog.t.cal investigation of' Arunachal Pradesh 

Himalayas are carried out by the Geological. SUrvey of IrJd1a. 

Tbua some of· tbe 1mportan.t ·and v&luable papers on geology are 

discussed 1n this s9ction. They are.: 

1o .ACHARfiA9 s.K. AND S~STRY, M.V.A.· 

Stra tigrnphy of the Eastefl\ Himalaya.. · 

a.s.I. !Use. Pub. No. 41. Part - 1, 1979. 

In this paper the authors p~1de an. account of the 

stJ'etigraphy and lithology of the Eastern H1ma1Q18, whiob 

inclUdes l>ar3eeling, S1kk1m, Bhutan and Arunachal ~e.desb. 

f.hua it gives us ~ detailed stratigraphic account of Arunaebal 

Pradesh which has an independent stratig!'Spbie development f:rom 

the foreland Ganga-Brahmaputra baa1n and the main Himalayan 

Section. 

2,. BAKLIWAL, P.c. AND DAS9 A.K. 

Geology of Parts · ot Kamens Dis ~net, ~runacbal Pradesh. 

Progress Repc,rt a.s.t., Shtllong 1910-71. 

3. BAFJERJEE, s. 
A note or geology of Arunaehal Pradesh. 

Tr. Mines Mrt •. Fuels, Vol. 21 9 No •. 8. 

4, BANERJEE 9 T. 

Geological observations in a port1.on of the outer 

Himalayas in the Sela•SUb Agency • ~1EFA. 

Unpublished Progress Report o.s.I., Shillomr 1954. 
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;. CHALAPATHI RAO, ~R. V. 

· Scme ~major geotechnical as poets of Environmental development 

ot North-Eastern Himalayas of Arunachal Pradesh • An 

· Appraisal. 

Misc. PUbUeatton No. 43 

, This paper part1cu.l.arly deals vi th the geotecbn1cal 

aspects as Ceomorpbology, geology and seismici ey of Arunachal 

Pradesh and its impact on socio-economic development 1n the 

Region. Arunachal Pradesh has estimated hydro-potential of about 

s.em Kw as against 12m Kw for entire N.B. Region and about 
. . 

one ... f1ftb (1/5') of the total hfd.ropotential (41m Kw) of the 

oountry as a whole •. Bu~. tbis could not be fully utruzed · due to 

1 ts rugged topography and teft>ai.n as about 90% ot the total 

land ·area 1s mounta1nous which has a teep sorges • soft tneompe­

tent 'I'Ook masses wh1ob 1s not condue1ve for cons trueUon of big 
~ . . . ~ . 

dams. 

6. DROUNDIAL, D.P., KAKOTI, B• SANGMA, L. DM1GE, M.l1. DAS, A.K. 

lK.ANNA, $.S~ and SANI1lA, D.K. 

-An outline of tee tonto patterns in puts of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

UnpubliShed Progress Report, a.s.I., Shillong 1971•72. 



"'. DIRECTOR GEtmRAL,, GEOWGICA.L SURVERY OF Itn:>IA 

MISOELLAt-1EOU8 PlJSIJ:CAfiON NO. 43 

. Proceedings of the Syrnpssium on Geology and Mineral 

resources. of North Eastern Himal.ayas. 

(A collectton ot papers presentad at the Symposium held 

dur.tng .28th to 30th May, 1976, at Shillong) 
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!his miscellaneous publieat.ion of o.s.I. has papers 

mainly dealing w1th tbe North Eastern Region in gene~al and 

Arunacl'lal Pradesh in part1cular. It has been dtv1d.ed into 

four s.eet1ons whlcb almost deals with aU aspects or· geolotW~ 

stratigrapby, tectonic, mineml geology ,etc. of the region. 

The. first section deals in detail with the. Subans1:r1 expedition. 

This is the second multi•diseiplinary sc1ent1ftc· expedition 

carried out during ·19'74-•75' on the unknown mountainous terrain 

of Subansiri. and Kamala 'Valley in SUbansir1 dis.triet, Arunachal 

Pradesh, the first being Daphabum expedition during 1969-1970 

in tlle LObi t dls triet. Like Daphabum scientific exped1 tion, 1n 

this survey expedition, scientist fPOm the Anthropol.ogt.eal 

Survey of Ind1El1 Botanical suwey, Geolo81ca1 survey, Zoological 

survey ~ Survey of India took part .• In first section of tbe 

volume, the ob3ect1ve, nature and procedure of tbe survey and •:.;; 

the findings or reports· of various members Qf the expedi t1on are 

described 1n detail. 'the main reports. are on Geology of ·subansiri 

a.nd Kamla valleys, Eo·olog1cal adjustment and identity of forma• 

t1on among the people bt Arunachal Pradesh Border, reports of 



the tauna collected during SUbans1r1 expedition 1994-?;, 

.Arunachal Pradesh and obseJ"\1e.t1ons of the Botanist member of . . . 

tbe SUbansirt expeditions 19~"· 1be Section II of the publ1· 

cation deals with the Engineering Geology ot the region. tn 

which the geotechnlcal aspects and its impacts on the develop­

ment, as environmental, water resources etc. are treat·ed 1n 

details. 'ibe~ main ps.pent in this staotion a.1;'e . ~ fol.10\'IS t · 

. . 

1) Some ma3or geotechnical aspec.ta of environmental 

development of N.E. B1maiayas of Arunachal Pradesh ... 

An appraisal. 

11) On some geoteohni.eal aspects of SUbansi~i river da-n 

project, Arunachal. hadesho' 

111) EhgS.neering geology of parts of Brahmaputra basin. 

tv) '4ate~ potential of ll.E. India ... constraints of develop­

ment and remedies, 

v) ,Ycmdsl!des in Arunacl"aal Pradesh. 

v1) Geo.tecbn1eal aspects of D:lbang dam pro3ect, Siang 

D1str1et, Arunachal Pra.desbt and 

vil) Programme for geo•se1smologieal studies 1n North 

Eastem Region v1th special reference to the proposed 

dam sites 'near Pasighat and Dolon8mukh, ArtUlacbal 

Pradesh. 
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1bus this sectio:n m~ly deals with the geolog1otll. 

fomat1on, 1S.thoetratigre:pby and tectonic of the n. E. Region 

as a whQle with apeci&l referenee to some proposed dam sites 

in Arunachal. Pradesh. 

The Beotion III bas twCJ papers on Geopbysics. One 1.e. 

application of Geopb)'S1ies in Oeological problems in tbe N. E. 

of Ind1a, is mainly concerned witb tbe techniques used in 

geological 1nvea tigations in N.E. Region of India. 

The Second Paper vtz. Geological sign1f1eance of 

· Seismic retraction survey at a bridge site across the Lobtt 

Rlver, Arunachal Prsdesht gives details about tbe seismic 

retraction survey earned out at the Bridge site of tohit 

River. It gives details of the underlaying lgyers~ which con• 

ta1n Sehis tose type of rocks. 

The Section IV Quarta~nary Geology and stratigraphic 

palaeontology. · 

ThiS section bas two papers Viz. (1) Geomorphology and 

quartemaey geoloaJ .of Dikreng basin, SUbans1ri Dis tr~et, 

Arunachal Pradesh with special reference to the HYdrogeologi­

cal. cbaracteristS.cs or AllUVial sediments, and (11) !>n the 

stratigraphie correlation upper tertiary of Arunaobal Pradesh, 

with the 'l'ipat!l formation of Assam bee been reviewed. Formerly, 
' 

due to their lithologtcal resemblance, and on the c~urrences of 



certain baavy minerals t the upper tertiary of Arunachal was 

correlated with the Ttpam of Assam, but recent finding or a 

molar of Bos Sp. in this rock of Bnmgha t area of Subans1f'1 

dis triot this problem of etrat1graphic conelat1!>ll of the 
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Upper tertiary of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh bas been reviewed 

by the author. 

The last paper· ot this section vtz~ prospects of palaeon­

tbropoloetcal stUdies in S1wal1ks • Arunachal Pradesh, gives us 

a geneml idea of tuture prospects of the discipline in Arunachal 

Pradesb. Recent palaeonpologieal studies in the region have found 

e. ncb fossil evidence which could be made me in establishing 

stratigraphic correlation of AJ~unaehal Himalayas with the Western 

Himalayas. 

section V - Beonom1e geology and Biochemiotr,r. This· sec­

.tion has five papers· in total, all of them dealt with tbe econo­

mio geology and ~eral resources of Arunachal Pradesh, they are 

as: 

(1) A new method for detem!Dation of concentration ot 

nickel ores and rocks and its appUea·tion 1n n.E. 
Himalayas. 

( ii) Geochemical P'rospecting for base )notals· 1n tbe Rnnga 

valley, Subansirt district, Arunachal Pradesh •. 



(1U) A note on the base metal inveattgation in Ranga 

Valley, Subansiri District, Arunachal Pradesh. 

(1"1) Coal measures and ttesourceG 1n ,Arunacbal Pradesh 

a review 1 and 

59 

(v) A note on the nickel and cobalt bearing magnetite and 

chromite aroltnfi Pukhpur1 'l'uensang D1striet .. 

Tbls miscellaneous publication contains the papa~ deal­

ing mainly \11 tb the various geological exploratio~ and· obser­

vations of the various scientific surveys on Arunachal Pradesh. 

'l'heretore, \Ie can use this pubUcation intensively 1n understan­

din$ or writing of physical setting of .Arunachal Pradesh, part1 ... 

oularly the geological section. 

8. DlRRCTO!t NB.FA CIJ1.CtB G.S.l •. 

l~inoral Re$oUrces of North East Frontier Ageney 

Joumal, Indian ~Un.emls, Vol. 2~, no.2, p. 101•119 

Apr11-J\lne 1971 • 

. This paper gtves .us details about the mineral resources 

of Arunachal Pradesh 1 w1 th a brief account on the Geological 

set up of the region as a whote. It describes the '-"ar1ous rocks· 

and it$ mineral aasootationa 1n th0 territory. 



9. DUARA, B.K. 

Geological mappSng of parts of the Darrang District, 

Assam and Kameng Ois tr-ict, NEFA. 

Progr~ss Repo~t, G.s. I. Sb1llong9 1965'-66. ,.· 

\ 

10. DUTTA,. A.; GILL, G.K.s. & SRit1lVAS1 J. 

Geology of Subansirt and Kamla Valley. 

Miscellaneous Publication t1o. 43 

Proceedings of the Symposium of Geology and Mineral 

Resources of 1.iorth Eastem Hima~ayas. 

n~o., o.s.x. 1983. 
·I 

DU 

n,1s papeT gives us tbe geological results· of the 3o1nt 

sc1ent1t1c survey•a expediti.on to SUbansiri Valley during 

1914•?5', conducted by Geological· SurVey of India 3 o1ntly w1 th 

Botanical Survey of India, Zoological SU:rvey of India, Anthro­

pological Survey of India and 8\lJ'Vey of India. The region was 

unknown end unmapped previous to this survey e~edition. Tbe 

survey expedition throws .light en geology, zoology, antbropolo­

g.,, botany and mapping of the a~aa. 

This. survey expedition tries to f'ind out the lithostra­

tigraphy and teetonies of both the val1oys e.g, Subar1s1J1. and 

Kamla .. It classifies the various geological fomations with 

their ~ock contents and distribUtion :l~ the region. Moreover, 

they discov0:red as many as. 30 hot spri:lgs • and mineral. oceuren- j 

ees of graphite• sulphide, marbl~ etc. in the region. iberefore, 
. j 
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this paper could be used aa an important roferenee far the 

studY of geolo§ of Subans1ri and Kaml.a valley. 

11. DUTTA, Ao 
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Geological mavplng in Kameng dis tr1ct and tnves tlge.t1on of 

!t• dolomite. 

Progs-ess Res>ort ot a.s.I. Shillong 19?2·?3· 

12. GODltlDt .J\USTINt B. n. 
A note or geology of parts ~f Dafla Hills, Assam. 

J'~urnal As1at1o Society of Bengal Vol. 1 ( 18?; ). 

13. GEOLOOIOAL SORVEY OF INDIA 

H!scananeous Publication no. 30 

Geology and Mineral Resourees of the states of India 

Pa'f·t IV, At'\Ulachal PJ'adesh0 Assem, Manipur, Meghal.~, 

. M1Boram9 Nagaland snd T'ripura. 

December 19?4. 

This booklet is compiled and J)Ubllsbed by the Oaologlcal 

survey of India, which oomprehans.ively deals \41th the geolog 

and mineral resources of Arunachal Pradesh. It has four chapteJS. 

The first chapter deals with the Introduction, the· second phys1o· 

graphy, the third geology and the last t.e. fourth chapter deals 

with the mineral resources of Arunachal Pradesh .. In the geologi• 

cal section, stratigraphy and s t.rueture & getalogical b1sto!7 of 
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Arunachal Pradesh are treated. For tbis purpose the entire 

region bas been d1v1ded into tvo different parts· viz. (i) 

Kameng,. Bubansir1 and Siang Himalaya, and (11) Loh1t Himalaya, 

and their lithostratigraphic succession and tectonic units are 

described in detail. Also the di$ tribution of various rocks 1n 

the region is given in detail. 

14. 3AD1, A.K.; THAKUR, V,.C. A~"'D TANDON, A.K. , 

stratigraphy and Structure of the SiaJ'lg District, 

Arunachal Pradesh Himalaya 

Journal Himalayan Geology No. 4, 19~. 

15'. KAKOTl, D. ~J.1> s.AN!RA, D.K. 

Geologic.al Trave1">Se .from Tnmen to Tali 1n Arunachal· 

Pradesh. 

Progt"ess RepOrt, G.s.I., Shillong 19?·2-73. 

16. KAliDNAKARAl-i 1 c. Al.JD RAN'GA .BAO, A. 

status of Exploratio·n for Hydro carbons in tbe Himalayan 

Region - Contributions to stratigraphy and structure. 

G.S. I:. Misc. PUb. No. 41 1 Pert V 1 19?9. 

A stratigrapb1eal and structural survey is being conduc­

ted by ONGC specially 1n the tert1eey Himalayan Foothills 9 1n 

order to evaluate the hydrocarbon potential of these sedimentarr 

formations. Therefore• ~is paper gives a beautiful and depndabl 
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at!'atlgnpbic and struetural account of the foothills of. 

AJ'Unachal Pradesb~t wh1Qh could. supplement as a so~e material 

tn understanding the g~ology of Arunachal Pradesh. 

1?. LA ~UCBE, T.B.D. 

Note on the Geology of ~ka b1lli. 

Record o.s.x. Vol. 28, Part • 2t 188;. 

18. Ln-tAYE~ l·19D• & MULtlCJt, B.B. 

Systematic cum traverse mapping of the area in tbe neigh• · 

bourhood of Mino, Tirap Dis tr1et and the continuous area 

of tbe LOhit Distr1et of NEFA. 

Progress Bepart, G.s.I. 196~·66. 

19. MACLARSN, u.o, 
Geology of Upper Assam. 

ReeQrd o. s. I. Vol •. 31, Part • t.., 1904. 

2o. lM.mM, 3. s. 
Geological mapping in tbe Tellu vaUey 1n parts of Lobit 

Dis triet, Arunachal Pradesh. 

~ross Ropo:rt o.s~I- Shillong 19?2•?3. 

2!9 MULLICK, B. B. & .B!l.fJUOITO\olDHURY, s. 
Geology pf Parte of Siang Diatriat, NEFA~. 

Progress Report o.s.I. • Sh:!lleng 1966~7. 



22. NA.NDY, D.R. AND DBBAOOIKARI, B. 

Geolog1oal mapping in the Tellu valley of J..obi t 

Distnct. 

!>rogress Report,. a. s.t. Shillong 196S.66. 

23. NANnY, D.R. 

The Dapbabum scientif'ie survey expedi t1on, NBFA 

Journal, Indian Minerals, Vol. 249 Bo. 2, 

April•Juna 19?0, p. 144-14?. 
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1'his 1s an expedition account condUcted during November 

1969 • January 19?0 to little lmown mountainous terrain of 

DapbabUm range 1n Lobi t district or Arunachal Prade..c;h called 

tbe Dapbabum scientific survey axped1 tton. 

In this survey expedition _thirteen scientists f~m f1ve 

diftarent disciplines took part viz .• g:eol.ogiealt botanical, 

zoological, antb~pologieal and archaeological.. This e;rpedi tion 

was organised by geological sUI'Vey ot ·India. The author was tbe 

leader of the party. 

24. NAUTIYAL, s.~, 

A prelind.nary· notes on the Geology .of Bhutan • Himalaya. 

Report of the 22nd Session of India OGOlogical Counc:il, 

1961~. 



' 
2S. PRASAD, K.C. 3 KAKOTI, n. MID BAJU.!AN9 S.,K. 

Geology ana Geomorphology of a part of the S\lba.nsDl 

River valley. 

a.s.I. Misc. Publication No. 469 1981, p. 1•10. 

The authors bave studied tbe SUbans1r1 River trom 1ta 

ol'1gin to lts confluence t11th Brahmaputra. They have tl'1ed to 

analyse the. geomorpbt)~gioal implication of the shifting of 

river course about 4 Km westward between 1918·19 and 19?1, It 

gSves a beaut1tu1 and upto date account of tbe phySiography 

and geology of tbe region in general and the SUbansir1 rtver 

course in particular. 

26., SANTRA9 D.K. 

Geology ot parts of the Slang and Slyom valleys • Siang 

D1s tr1ct, Arunachal Pradesh. 

c.s.I. M1sc. Pub. No. 41, Part 1, 1979, p. 1'19•190. 

fb1s papar mainly deals w1 tb the geology of the Stang 
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and Siyom valleys with pat't1eulnr reference to the stratigraphy, 

structure and tectontca of the region. Earlier, Coggin Brown 

(1912) took a rapid reconnaissance traverse 1n Siang valley and 

described the geology of the area in brief 9 Laskar ( 195'8-5'9) 

surveyed a po.J'Uon of the Siang valley near Re.ngg1ng 1n search 

ot coal and limestone deposits• and Mull.ick and Basu Chowdhury 

( 1966-67, 1968) carried out traverse mapping 1n parts ot Siang 

cl1stnct in degree sheets and brought out the geology of the 
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area s.n srestett detail, but' ~1tbostratigl"BPh1e and structural 

patterns remained to be worked out, with wbich th1s paper 1S 

mainly conoamed~ It gives a detailed account of the geological 

fomats.ons trom· Pastghat to Along with tbeip· sueceaaive Utho­

logy 9 rook and mineral formations. , The author also furnishes 

two pla tea wh1eh sbovs . clear oceurrence$ of rocks of 'the J"egion. 

tt is . a •aluablo reference work for understanding of the geology 

of Siang and Slyom valleys. 

27-. i'RIPATRI, C. & SINGH, s. 
On the stra1n estimates of Eocenes of Eastern Himalayat 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

llacord G.s.I. Vol. 112, Part 2, P• 47•5'0 

1983. 

In this paper the s tnin value of Ytngld.ong Formation 

(East Stang) deduced tror.n the deformed numoulltes have been 

d1seusssd. !be study ~led that the Ytngkiong formation 

baa been subj ectad to Polyphase deformation and has suffered 

as much as ?;1$ ot the elongation durinG post-Eocene tectonic 

movements. Tbus, 1 t discusses 1n brief a. bout tho geology and 

teetcnies, fomat1cm and tbl'USts of the Y1ngk1ong formation. 

Xt alSo discusses in brief the other two rormat~ons of the 

Region as Abcr volcanic and Mtr1 formation w1th the structure 

3U$t to compare cacb otber. 



28. TRIP~TBI, C. & KAURA, .s.c. 
Note. on the report· of diamietite and Plant remains from 

Solar~ area, Kameng District, AJ"Unachal ~radesb. Journal, 

Indian Miner61s 0 Volo 349: No.3, J'u]7-Bept~; 1980, p.~1. 
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In this paper the author gives the Salari formation 

beneath . the Bomdila greUp. In sal.ari formation some d1a.m1ot1te 

and . plont l'emains at:ta tol.md 1n · the form of fossils.. fbus, hom 

tbe1~ remains the geologist tried to draw the tectonics and the 

stratigraphy of ·the Kamen3 district. Also tbe goneral tectonic 

aecauence ot the ·area ts alSo given in this paper. 

These are the "'iar1ous valuable findings and publieaticns 

of Geologica~ ~ey of Icdia.- It bas ,not been possible to go 

through some ot the publtcat1ons listed above. It is partially 

due to non-availab111ty of old journals and partially du~ to 

r$Strietions imposed on their use. Many of tbe progress reports 
.. 

or c.s.t. are still unpublished. 

P.b.1.DJ.aavl»'; 
~ye1ograpby of' A!'Unacha.l Pradesb can be divided into 

three broad diviatons f'~m south to North. a~eording ~o altituc 

1. · Tbe Siwlik or SUb-H1ma1aYtin tract, 

2. The L~ssef. Himalayan ranges, and 

3-. The O:r-eat Himalayan ranges. 
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'. The siwalik or Sub•Himalayan tract - Tbls tract Uea 

betve_en the Assam plains and the .. lessor P~mala~ ~ges extend• 

ing from Kameng to the western part ·or Siang district hom ,.here . . 

tt gradually loose its identity 1n the plains east of tbe Siang · 

nver. The slib•himslayan traet or S11tfalik ranges are very pi'Om1• 

nent in Kameng anti subansir1_ district extend1·ng for a wldth of . . 
about 20 Km and tbe ranges ~nding in B .. t-J to. ENE - tmw direc­

tion· and ranges rising to al t1 tude to ~bout· 15'00 ... 2000· metres. 

In the Lobit district (present D1bang valley and .tob:S.t j 
. j 

di~ tr1ot) we do not f1n.d the Siwalik or SUb-Himalayan J'anges. j 

Because, the eastern continUity or· the Assam plaiils extends upto j 

the foothills or lesser H1malayan ranges, the areas Soutb of' j 
j 

D1banB· valley, t~estem part of Lobit and North.Westem part of j 

ftrap d1str1ct is an allUVial plains where altitude var1e3 from j 

)0 to 300 metres, Ybieb 1s the t1orth;..,eastem continuitv of Assam j . . " j 
~n. j 

2. The LesseJ- Himal~ 1anges • fb1s range.s oecUl'Ted een- j 

tft11y 1n the tewi to%7 between the Siwalik· or Sub-Himalayan on J 

the Soutb and the great Himalayan ranges towards North. nte j 
.. . . j 

elevation or altitude of these ranges varies from 2000 to 4ooo j 
metres~ It conta1ns soma fertile river Valleys and plateau8 as j 

Kam$1a vall!!to Aptatallli plateaU eta. 'l'owa!'ds tho east, the rtd/ 

more of_ten turn ·to north.i-Soutb and ultttnately around the S1noj 

· · Ind1an-.Burma plateau -t·he gen_eral change or direction 1n tbe all 
. of the mowtntn occulTed" The lesser iu.malayan ranges almost j 

. . j 
occupies the central and maj~r parts of the tetritor.y. j 

j 
j 

_ __j 
j 
j 

j 

j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 

j 
j 
j 

j 

j 
j 

j 
I 



3.. 'fhe Great ~imalayan ranges 'lit the Great Himalayan ranges 

1n the North or the terr1to17 consists of snow-capped ranges 

(above , ?,.ooo metres ) and high valleys, JWUnn1ng down from the 

great Northern glaciers. These ranges separate the complicated 

structure of the Uim.ala.Y$ from the flat and undulating table 

· 'lana of 'ribet. 1\\e gl'Oa~ Bima'l.aye.n · 'POSsesses at)1ne bigb ~ 

69 

11ke the Garicban (~8m) and Kanto (7089 m). and some famous 

passes along tbe Sino-Tibetan border, namely '1hang .. ta, Tulung.ta, 

D~La, · Andra·La and !taYa.•La etc. 

DlGiliBFJl 

Arunachal Pradesh 1a dissected by numerous. rivers and 

their t.rlbutanes .. Each district region 1s drained by a pr1ne1-

pal rtve~, trom. which the district name has been named. A.s tbe 

Kameng river drained the east and west Kameng district wttb its 

tttain tl'ibuta.nes like fenga, Bichom ate. '!'be Tawang river drained 

tbe Tawang valley across the Bela pass and fi0\-1 into Bhutan. The 

lower and uppor Sube.ns1ri districts are mainly drained by the 

SUbansiri river and its tributaries as Ka.mlai Dikrang, Ranga etc • . 
The west and East · Siang 1.8 ch-ained by the mighty Siang river and 

its principal tributaries as Siyiom, Yamne, Simang, · Sirik etc. 

· Tbe Lobit and Dibang valley districts respectively. 1be Nortb. 

Eastern Part of the Tirap 1s. drained. by 'X1rap r1ver, Namob1k and 

Namphuk (BUrl. dih1ng) and the South was tem part by tbe Dirak, 

Namsang and Tis a rivers. 
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ca.aua 
Arunachal Pradesh. experlence3 a vanety of o11aat1o 

condition. It is acc®tuated by the ~a.r1ablo nature or topo-

8ftPhY terrain and reliat. Climatic eond1 t.ion thus t tends to 

·change w1 thin short d1s tance. In general there is a contres t 

in tempeh.tu:Pa and rainfall between the valleys, tooth111s atld 

mountain tops. On an average tho temto,. receives' about $'00 

em annual rainfall. 'i'he amount of rainfall decree.ses from east 

to west. Pre-monsoon showers begin towards tha end or March, 

monsoon proper lasting from May to the end of September and 

post monsoon shO\lera lasted upto tho mon·tb of t.:Ovember. 

Temperatur-e too varies from season to senaon and pla.ee 

to place, summer is hct in lOtv laying areas and wam in h1gb 

alU.,tuda areas. Snowtall is expeneneed during winter in most 

of' the regions at the he1gbt of 1,$00 metres and abo-ve. Prasad 

thus' taking the temperature as primary eri teria divided the 

region into three major olimntio zones: (1) the. hot and humid 

sub"'" tropical area or the foothills, (11) the cooler or micro. 

thermal J~egion of the lesser Ilimalaya.,and (111) the Bimadrt 

type (Alpine) in the Great H1malaya.1 

In absence of regUlar survey o.nd lack of de ta on soil 

information about soil 1a not much lmotin. In the le$er reaches , 

1. Prasad.~,3fo 19?1. East~ Himalaya_, India: A Regional Gaogra­pb,-, (&J.) B. L. Singb, r~nst Varanasl, p. 484. 
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of tbe valley the soils are sandy and progressively oiay, But 
. . 

soils in the ·foothills are dilUVial in nature being ei tber loams 

oP sandy ioarns miXed with. pebbles brought down by min vaters 

from higber altitude$. Soils in the valleys are clQYey alluVium 

and rich in organic content \il1th higher moisture retaining 

capacity.; 

The foregoing dlisoussicna. very brteny outline tbe 

phr.f1ography, drainage, climate .and soil of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Thare are a few books and art1oles ~1hich discusses t.hese topics 

in eore details. They are ·thus discussed. below with their 

contents and coverage. 

1. BAttE!, F.M, (Capt) 

J'oum~ through a portion of South•Eastern Tibet and the 

Miahm1.It11ls, 

?aogrnph.1cal .Tournal; Vol. XXXIX (1912), P• 334-347. 

This is a travelogue of Captain P.M. Bailey, vho made a 

j ou.mer of about 171; m~las from wan-Hsien (Tibet) to Sadiya 

(Lohit District, Artmncnal Pradesh) in the year 1911. 'lbia 
. . . ' 

travelogUe give& ua a eo!liJ)rehemiive geographieal account ot ·tbe . 

patb he followed and the area and n-vers he eame across• It 

gives us altitude of various pladoo tbe author visited. More-

. over 1 t describes the nature ~nd course of rivers as Irravadi, 

Taravan • Leh1 t and their various major and minor tributaries. 



!bus this travelogUe g1'1tes a beautiful geog~phical 

description of the mountainous region lying between Tibet 

end Ind1Bt specially the Misbmi Region of present Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

2. tmtifTn1:K, A. 

1:be Abor expedi t1ons t Geographical Reeul ts. 

The Geographical Journal Vol. JO'.~It Feb. 1913 1 P•97·114. 

7Z 

Tbis papal' was w:r1 ttEm dul'in.i the punitive expedi t1on 

. ·popularly Jmown as Abor expedition 1911·12 for m'..&rder of 

Dr. Williamson at Komsing by Abors (now Atu). It gives us tbe 

.geographical J'CSults of .the exped.1t1on, 1n wtdeb they took a 

·suwey party "'ho surveyed the area. It gives us a beaut1ful 

g~ograph1ea1 account ot the path they followll pbY!Jt.ograpb1 ot 

tbe region and the course of D!.hong (Siang) r.tver and 1ts major 

triblltaries no Yanm&, Myorn, Yigrung etc. wi tb their ~renere.l 

direction, \rl.dth, volume of water, velocity ete. 

It elves a map of the nrea surveyed (at page 200) in 

which the patbs tbllowed are gtven \iith lQoation or the villages 

they visited. This geogrephieal account could be used for writing 

tba physiography of Arunachal Pradesh in ~eneral and Siena 

district in particular .. 

l. BtnUIAN SAVIS'IRI, G. 

NEFA - The Land and 1ts People. 

Bbillo.ng. 1963. 



4• CROWE9 H. M. 

Mr. Crowe's aeeount of a. j oUl'Dey to Apa Tan1 country. 

Shtllong 1890. 

!) •. DEY, A.K. 

Mi!lutang tands11da9 P.11sbm1 Bills', NEFA, Assam. 

RooorCis O~S• I. Vol. 8?• Pt. 3. P• 48;.1;.<)4, 1962. 
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In this article, the autho~ descrtbes about the devas­

tating landslide which occurred in the Mishmi Hilla 1n Septem­

ber 1948, tth10h ~!ped out the entire prosperous v11l.age of 
' 

M1nutang (91D; :28°11•196~3 t) in the Mishmi Rills of Arunachal 

Pradeah. lt Viv~dlY descrtboa the Country and tbe people, the 

village• route, tho superst.ition of local people and tba causes 

of the landSlide. It givoa an aooounfi of the physiography, 

drainage, clintat() ~nd soil of thO region •. The paper is il.lus­

trated by p1etu.res · vJhich sbo'ti tho ce~tent. of d£lovaatntion of tbe 

l.andal1de. 

6. DATTA CROUDRU'Ri, s. (Tt.dit&r) 

Gazetteer of India - A~achal Pradesh: Loh1t, Tirnp nnd 

SUbnm~1r1 Dis tricta. 

Government o.f "'ll"Umlohal 

'lbese volumes are the first dis t.r1ct Gazatters pUbitShed 

1n Arunaoha1 Pradesh. A Gazetteer is a eoretull~ collected and 

systemat1cslly compiled information on a particular area. Obvi~ 

these Gazetteers c~red. all aspects ot activities of each 

d:lstrie)t. · 
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\>!a can· use intensibly the first chapter of these gaaet~ 

teers ·.tor the uri t1ng of phySical setting· of Arunaehal Pradesh, 

as it covel'S tbe -general, physical features and natural resour­

ces of each district respecttvel$'. 
. . 1>, 

7. ELtmt, vrmRIF.a 

The Nortb..-'Enst Frontier of Illd~ao 

Geogropb1eQl M.-"J.€azine Vol .• XXIX (1~S'6) 

B. GRAY, J. ERROL . ' 

Diary of a journey to the Bor Khampts. e~untry and sources 

of tho Irrawady made by Ur. · J. Enol Gray, Season 1892·93 

from Assam. 

·s1m13 1893 

9. GRIFFITH, W. 

J'ournal of a trip to tbe Mi8bmee t~ountains from the 

deb()uehing ot the· Lolli t tO about tan miles east of the 

Ohalums (2~5'0' to 28°1o:•u; 9;t'2o• to 96~otsl., 
Hill Tracts betweQn Assam a.nd Buma 

Reprhtted 1981 

Vivek PUbliShing Co. 1 Delhi.· 

. Gr1ff1. tb beautifully describes the topography and roliet 

or the route he roncwed from Sad1ya to the Lain-Planj-Thaya, 

also recorded ~mperatUre or various !;)laces and tiater bOdies 

aimulten~susly. This aoeount eould be use ae a supplement~y. 

reference work 1n the writing of physical setting of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 



10. HARMAN, B.,J • 

NaM'G. ttve report of Lt. H. J • Ba~ in charge Dh.apla 

M1Utney expedition SUrvey: General report on the 

topographical survey of Iildia for the season 18?4-?S. 

Calcutta 18?6. 

11o. Razanka' K.c. 

Frcnn the Upper peaks of Dibang Valley. 

A~ P. ~awe Vo1Q 10, No, ? 9 1981. 

ThiS t:!.rtio1e deseribes the land and mountains of Dibnng 

valley. On the wllole tha information eontained is too meagre.-

12. norm, w.B. 
Rapo!'t on the A-bor c~untey~ Simla 1913. 

13. KINGDO!i t liiARD, F • 

The ,seinghku and Delei valleys. 

Ii!orth East Fron tter of India 

Geographical Journalt Vol. LXXV 

( 1930) p. 413-435'. 

'.this account gives the travelogue or exploration aeeount 

of the Se1ngbku valley (~n Tibet) nnd Delei valley (in .t-\runaoha1) 

by. F. Kingdon ~lard dunng 1926 and 1928 respectively. The main 

objective of the expeditions were to do a detailed ·Botanical 

Survey or the two valleys. 
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Xn 1928, Dele! valley expedit1Qn 1s important for our 

study purpose, as tbtS valley iS situated in tbe t-U.Shmi hills 

ot Arunachal Pradesh. The paper described natural tregotatt.on of 

the valley together vith lts topography, cllmate and the agrt• 

cu1 ture pNot!ees of the loeal people. 

14.; LEPPER, C .H. 

Notes on tbe 81rlgpho and Kbampt1 Country, fiorth.Eastet'D 

Frontier. 

Proeeed:tng, A.s .. n. (1882) 

15'. tm4SDEN1 D.M. AND \i!LLIAMSON, N. 

A Journey into the Abor Co~try, 1909 

Geographical 3oumal .Vol. XXXVIl ( 1911) p. 621.629. 

'ibis iS a travelling account made by Colonel D.M. Lumsden, 

c.s. and Neol ~illlamson to Abor count17 from Paa1gbat to Kebang 

in the yea!' 1909. Later 1n tbe year 1911•12 when 141'". Naol William• 

scm with Dr. Gregosson !'GVisited the oountJT, be was murdered at 
' 

This account tbougbt very br1et, gives us tt~et hand 

infOimBtion qf the reg !.em, in wh1cb the authors bave given a 

sketcb of their route upto Kebsng village and describe tbe 

general topograph~ of' the reglon and the route they followed. 

16. MACGREGOR, C.R. 

Notes on Akas and Aualand 

Proceeding A.s.n. (1884) 



17• MACGBEGOR, C.R. 

3oumal of tbe expedition under Colonel Woodtborpe; R.E. t 

from Upper Assam to the Ir:rawadi.and return to Patkai 

range. 
Proceedings R.c.s. Vo1. IX 

. (1887) 

18. MACOREGOll, c.B. 
. . 
M111 tary rep()J't or. tbe Khamt1 Bingpbo countnes • 

. Calcutta, 188?. 

19• M1COSB JOmJ 

Topography c.t Assam 

(Delhi· 1837 Reprinted 19?;) 

Sanskaran Prakasbak9 Dalld .• 

. Th1S monograph offers a fasc!natins aeoount ot tbe 

emthropalogtca1, econotd.c and geographical aspects of the North 

Eastern Part ot India. It gives desor1pt1ve account on tbe 

nggedness of the nrea0 tbe climatic diversities of the bills 

and tbe plainS, the vastness of. rivers ana th~r effect on tbe 

economy • the ·nehness of· coloUPfUl tribal life and the mineral 

wealth. etc. vhich could be made use of in the writing the 

physteal setting of Arunachal Pradesh •. 

2().. NEEDHAM• J • P • 

.ExCUrsion 1n the Abor Hills from sadb-a on. the Upper Assam 

. and Rima 1n south-Ess·tern Tibet. 

~ .. a.~. supplement Paper Vol. 11 (1887-89). 



21~ lmUVILLE1 .J.B •. 

on. the · gsogJ-apby and population of Assam0 1823 

M.Satie Researebes Vol. XVI (1828) 

22. OGLE• ·M~J'· 

Extract trom the rian-a.tive report on the s\U'Vay opeJ-attons 

ot India dUring 188?•88 • 

. Calcutta. 1888~ 

23. ROBINSON ·wz LWM 

~ ·, 

A Descriptive aecount of Assam 

R0Pr1nted 197; 

sanskann Prakaabak 

Delh1· 

Cfh.1a book t1 escribee the ·geography of Ass~m wi tb s?ectal 

reference . to human. and. ecoioateal 1nteraet1on. The hill tribes 

seeUon ot tbe book give& a b1"1ef account about tha .topo(trapby 

ot val'iQUS terr1 tori~ of btU btbas of Awnachal Pradesh. 

2lt_. TASl RiriCHlN 

Oeomorpholosr . and RUt"al settlemonts of Sasbiebu Bas ill, 

. weet Kamens· 

(A quantitative approach) 

tlnpublSabed l4.A. cU.ssertatfcm eubmitted 1n the GeogPSphy 

Depa~tment, lm:HU1 ·1984. 



e, .. WADE., s. P .• 

Geographical Sketch of Assam 1800. 

Asiatte annual register (1805') 

'" 

Tb~se.aTe the main sources and reference materials for 

tbe gao1oglca1.9 pbys1o.grapby1 structure, drainage or Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

26.· WILCOX; R. 

. Metnoir ot a SU:rvey of Assam and the Neighbouring Countnes, 

9%0\lted in (1825'~26•27 & 28) •. 

Selection of Papers regarding tba bills traets bettaeen 

Assam ·and BUr!llab .. 

Bepnnted 1981 

Vl"ek Publishing Col. , Delhi - 1. 

· !h1s memoir by lieutenant rt. Wilcox gi'\fes a detailed 

account of the progress of geographical discoveries on ths North 

East Frontier made during 1825 to 1828. He himself made various 

su!'Vey expedi t1ons to various parts ot the region s~h as to tbe 

Bor Khampti country., Abor . country, MiDbmi country ete. During 

tbese sUJ~Ve,- opera tiona be tri.e<l to dise~er tbe various tribu­

taries of B!'ab.maputra from tbei:r connuence to tbe source, at 

the same time determined lceations of 1r!IJ)Ontmt village of tbe 

surveyed area.a 



21. Yotn:m • E. c. 
A Journey from Y\m-nan to Assam. · 

Geograpbieal. Joumal Vol. XXX 

(1907) p. 1S2·180. 

ibis 1s an 1nterestl.rlg tft'V'elUng account made by E.,c. 
You:ag• who bad travelled the vast mountainous count17 which 

. lies between ·India ·and China and south of the Tibetan Frontiets. 

Tbe main objeot1ve$ of the expedition was to see wbetbe:r tbeJ~e 

18 any, posstb111ty of opening up a trade ~te between tba tvo 

countries •. 

It g1ves a gOOd descriptive acoount of the country l)'ing 

between the tuo empires. It describes tbe people, ·living 1n 

this region wttb theil' settlement, house type, agriculture etc. 

It also mentions ·the· Bingphcs and t.U.Shmis of Arunachal Pradesh. 

fbese above mentioned books and articles are the ex1s• 

ting valuable materials for understanding the physieal setting 

of Arunachal Pradesh. 
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Population stu~ bas acquired prominence 1n geogra.pbieal 

stUdies. It 1s rightly so9 because among the various elements 

of regional structure that cause areas to differ trom one ano• 

ther, population obviousl,- 1s the most atgnif1cant. Other 

elements ~re oriented around it and derive stgnif1cnnoe and 

meaning from ·s.t. As man is not only the utillser of physical_ 

earth, but also the creator of cultural earth, the stUdy of 

population or demographic structures (like how many, where it 

1s concentrated; how it is composed and how 1t 1S structured.) 

bas important relevance in the study of regional structure of 

. !»JD!mJ: @!ld 41i$f&bU~lQD 

The population census 1s0 obViously, the most important 

source ma tertal for the population stUdy. It provides a statJ.e 

picture of the population of an a.rea at a particular point of 

time. Moreover 1t gives a wide range of data about the demogre­

phic and socio-economic aspects of population. Unfortunately, 

the census opel"at1on in Arunachal Pmdesh sta~ted as late as 

1961 a~d figures are therefore available only for the ~brae 

censuses •. 

Acco~ing to 1981 Census, Arunachal Pl-adesh has a total 

population of 6928,®0 v1tb density of ? persons per sq. km. 

'lb& district•tiise distribution ot population 1a as foUoma 



ow 

fable - Is Arunachal ·• Primary abstract at a glance 
( 1981 Census ) • 

'Union tan1i0Ji/ · 
Districts · 

• . . •' 

Arunachal Pradesh 

1. West Kameng 

2. East Kamens 
3. ~e1' SUbanstn. 

4. Upper. Subanain 

~. · West Siang 

· · 6. East Slang 

1. Dibang valley 

e. Lcbtt 

9. 'I'irep 

Jl&gtafm.U9D 

.• 1 Araa 1n 
•. ltm 

83,?43 

9,5'94 
4,134 

13,010 

7,032 . 

12,-006 

6,5'12 

13,029 

13,402 

7,024 

6,28,05'0 

62,946 

42,722 

1,139300 

39,t.06 

?4,15'1 

20,274 

~7,?16 

69,400 

1,28,135' 

j Den~ity 
7 

7 

10 

9 

6 

6 

11 

2 

6 

18 

Population distribution of an area is well expressed by 
com..-n.only used technique ot "Density" whicb refers to the ratio 

between population and land area. lt measures degree of popula,.. 
. . 

tion ooncent!'ation and 1s generally. expressed. in tel'lllS of number 

or persons per unit area. 

According to 1981 Census, '1'1rap district 1s tho most 

populous as well as the most denselY populated ~ith density of 

18 persons per Sq. Km. followed by East Siang District with 

'11 persons per mn2• Dibang valley distl"iot .is the least populate 

district botb 1n ten'S or absolute number and density \b ich is 
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2. persons per. ·Km2• . The renlaining districts have density 

between_ 6 to 10 pe~ons p3 :r Km2 ~ 'l'be Table II illustrates the 

population density (Distribution) of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Tabla • IIi _Population dansi ty + · 
where P • ~pulat1on ·1981 9 A = area. 

DansJ_ t! d ranile7Pei-sons 1 I L • 

~r ltUC:. _·. J I . . ·• ' • J RlfJ:J1s13 b a d 

' and below D1bang Valley· 

6.- 8 
. ..., 

12 and above 

- _West Siang; West Kameng, 
Upper SUbans1n and Lobi t. 

Lower_ &lbansin, East Siang 
and East Kam~ng. 

T1rap 

· Accol'dtng to 1971 CensUs, · Siang distriCt (present West· 
' 

and Bast Stang) was topped both 1n population and area. But 

after 41str1ot reorganisation it was bifurcated lnto two dis­

tricts. In 1981t T1rap district ranked first in population 

number and dens1~ ~itb absolute number of 1,281 13~ persons 

wbtcb is equal to 20.31- of the state population. It wou1d be 

more preciSe and informative 1f we could have got the population 

data at circle level. Presently it 1s not ava1lable, as final 

population;, tables are yet not published. The present data. is 

baaed on the provisional figures for 1981. 
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ixmr~. 9~ P9Jllll.!t4on 
Gl"'tfth. of population 1B the b:roades t meaning of change 

- . 
in population numbers 1nhlibit1ng a. terri tory during a spee1f1c 

~riod of time t~hieh may either be pris1tlve or negative. This 

change/growth can :be measured botb ·in terms of absolute numbers 

and percentage. The· absolute cx-oW·th 1s obtained by sub:traetillg 
. . . 

~hf) population of an· earlier date from tbat of the later 
- . ,· .. 

pe~1od. of' t1me1 whj.le the p rcentage cho:.ge 1S ·obtained b)' 
. ' 

dividing the absolUte change by the .population at the earlier 

date and multiplying it with 100. · 

The absolute growth or· Arunachal pOpulation in 1981 over 

1971 is· 1 960,~39 persons, which gives a decennial growth rate 

of 34.347t. The follow1ng table ·shows the comparative picture 

of' population growth in the different dis tri.cts of Arunachal 

Pradesh between 1961•71 and 19'71-81. · · · 

Table • IIIa statement showing a comparative picture 

Wnion ferr!torr7 
Distrtcts 
... ~ .. 
Arunachal Pradesh 

1. West Kameng 

2. East Kameng 

.). ~er SUbansir1 

4., Upper SUbansin 

of Arunachal Pradesh (1981 CerlSus, provt- .. 
sional figures). 

f!*otai f30J?uiiilon f . !. nnti"' ; ,. ' j Deee · : growth b 
l' 3~23:: . I :3~B3 : t~U-~ im~fl::....26~v 

I 

4,67,$11 6,28,050 (+)38.91 (+)34.34. 7 
,0,86? 62,946 (+)22.69 (+)23., 7 

35',134 42,122 (+)24.44 (+)21.60 10 

80,914 1,13,300 (+)30.32 (+,)4().02 7 
32,014. 39,406 (+)30.7'1 (+)23.09 6 
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1 Tota Population 

' 

'· West Siang· $9,242 ?4,1$1 (+)23.43 (+)25'.17 6 
' 6. East Siang 49,00S 70,2'14 (•)34.49 (+)43.40 11 

7 4' DJ..bang valley 1~,232 27,716 (+)48.5'9 (+)81.96 2 

St. Loblt 47,633 69,400 (+}84.63 (+)4? •. 70 6 

9. Tlrap· 91;410 1,28,13' (+)63.5'6 (•)31.46 18 

The table stows 0 the overall decennial population groutb 

as Positive. 19 71-81 deoadal grm1th rete 1s less than 4.;~ the 

1961•?1 growth rate, but 1 t is 1fi6 higher than the l,f8t1onal 

average or 2l~. ~~. , 

District-wise figures show that Dlbang valley district 

topped w1 th 81. 7~ toll owed by Lobi t dis tr1et with 4; • ?<>% in 

decennial growth rate. East ~mens with 21.60!' has the lowest 

growth rate which 1s 12.34~ less than the ·regional average of 
• 

34.34~. 

This high decenn1e1 grm;th rate is mainly- accounted by 

the 1mmigra tion of people from the Qdj o1n1ng areas, in seareb 

of g-overnment services and as agpioulturel labourers. MoFGover 

j)opulst1on growth in an area is- also an index of its economic 

development. 
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The decennial popUlation growth rate of 1971-81 is 

oa:rtograph:1.oally represented. 1n the figure r~o. s. 

Table - lV: Decennial J»pulation srowth rate of 
' 19?1-81. 

f>eoentliBi' grOw tb-h te J I . l. r ·niB tric't:.wiSa . rank I 

:t!JRB. . L l!fi I ... 1 I 

2;'.01 - 4o 

40.01 .. $S: 

.§~x ·\lnl-iR at i!sDvJa»aa 

~t Ke.mq; West Kameng and . 
U'PJ)er Suban31ri. 

t-test Siang ~.nd Tirap. 

~tor &lbans1ri, East Siang 
and Lohit. 

Dibang valley~ 

Tba sex ratio 1s expressed 1n terms of number of 
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. 4 

tamales pa,r thousand males. Average sex :ratio of Arunachal is 

870 per 1000 males (1981 Census) as against 861 in 1971. 8t1U 

it is tar below the national average of 93J (1981 ). The follow­

ing· table shows the ses ratio of 1971 and 1981 of Arunachal, 

Distriot~ise, witb Nl'Olt urban and pe:tCentage increase 1n 

1981 f1'1e'l' 1971 Census. {Fig. No. 6 ). 
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'table • Vs Statement of sex 1"at1o - Distr1ctw1se, 
Rural•U~ban and percentage increase 1n · 

1981 over 19?1. 

' · t ia ' I T l ·1 - , d 

Arunachal. 
861 . 870 646 (+)68 (+)1+1.36 Prad.asb 881 ~? 88? 

1. West Kameng 727 ?J~ . 396 8?0 881 728 (+)16.69(+)83.84 

2. East Kamens 930 930 .. 943 943 • (+) 1.40 -
3. Lower 940 940 .. 88j 928 618 (+) 1.28 .. 

Sllbanss.n 

4. tJ~eJ- m 953 .. 
$U ansirt 

971 971 - (+) '1.89 -
946 

·~ 

; • West Siang 85'0 909 372 912 617 (+) 4.07(+)6S.8E 

6. Bast Siang 869 91~ 54? sso 979 6?'+ (·) 3.93(• }2).21 

1. Dibang Valley 806 806 - '133 733 •. <-> 9.06 -
B. Lohit ?62 191 ~oa 781 m 656 (+) 0.5'1(+)29.1: 

9. ftrap 883 883 • 872 . 8?2 .. <-> 1.2; -
Bl!&»J. .. Yi:llli I llllmo 

RuraUttes dominate 1n ArUnachal Pradesh, oo 93.6 per cent 

·of the total population of the region dwel.ls in ~'Ural areas. Aeco1 

d1ng to 1981 Censu.S out of' nine districts, tour districts namely· 

East Kameng, Upper Subansir11 Dibang Valley and Tirap do not bave 
I 

a sibgle urban place, which shows tbe degree of l"Ural dotr.d.nance 

1n the region as a whole. 
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1981 census recorded au, Claas ... v and VI urban places 

in the region wM.cb together contained 6.4% ot. total population. 

The Class• V urban places ines-eased from one 1n 19?1 to flve 1D 

1981 and the number of Class • VI towns has gone down from 3 ln 

1 9?1 to one 1n 1981 •. According to Indian Census UJiban place 

classification, the Class ,.. V urban places should have popula-
, 

t1on of S,ooo to 9,999 and the Class • VI should hava a popula-

tion of loss than S,ooo. 

Pasighat, w1tb 9 0125' persons Fanked fmt among the 

· 'urban places. It has 22.98 per eent of total urban population 

of the territol'f • followed by tfabarlagun w1 tb 19.28$, the fol .. 

lowing tabla shoVe tba rural•UJ'ban population of Arunachal 

Pradesh 1981. 

'Miimiii .: :: :: :: r::s . :: : ::: 1 : :: :: ttiliiii : ::: : : 
1. , West Kaeeng S9,140 3.806 

2• 'East.Kameng '+2,722 U11 

3· · ~er SUbanstn 99,24S 14,0S!S 
4 •. Up-per Subansirl 39,406 Nil 

.• s. West Siang 6?,6S3 ' 6.498 

6., East Siang 61,149 9,12; 

7 .. · Dtbang valley 27.716 Nil 

a.·I,c,bit 63,169 6,~1 

9 .• 'firap 1,28, 13; Nil 
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III. uorkm .w:a-x&o ti;o•tu~mem 
Among the aspects of population composition, ·the discus-

sion or the proportion of vorltars and non-wQr'lters to the total 

population is of gl"eat economic and e.grioulturol relevance. 

Proportion of workers to total population of Arunachal Pradesh 

(1981) tTas .round -to be the lowest 1n L-obit distnet m.tta 
(1+4.8~) and highest in Kameng district with ;; .~. It shows 

that roughly half of the total population are engaged in produc­

tive economic aot1vi ties, while the remaining ,halt aJ'0 non-
. . . 

worirers,. The following table sh01Us the workers and non-workers 
f 

( 1981) d1stri.ct-tr1se • 

. Table ··VIIt Distr1etwise workers .and non-workers .1981. 

tffiloa Ten1torr7 · 'i fo.id. · i·worier$ 1 Non- ·1 Percentage or 
1)1st,-1ct · pepula- J workers workers to 

• tion. j . , total. .popula-
• 1 I I Q ~ d 1 I . I l1PD . . 

· Arunachal 6,2a,oso . 3,08,946 3:;19, 104 . 49.19 

west Rameng 62.946 31,128 31,818 49.4; 

East Kamet!g 42 122 t. 23,688 19,034 ;;.4~ 

Lotter Suballsir!. 1,13,300 . ~9,44'1 ;'3.~3 5'2.4? 

Upper ·Bubnnairi 39,4o6 19t439 19,967 49.33 

west Siang 14,1;1 3;,661 38.490 48.09 

East Siang 70.214 32,471 37,803. . 46.21 

Dibartg \fe.Uey 2?,?16 14,480 13,236 ;2.24 

Lob1t 69,400 31,14? 38,2;'3 "-•88 
fbap 1,28, 13.S' 61,485' 66,6;0 4?.98 
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The stUdy of working toree gains more significance if' 

tts oooupat1onal structure 1s also examined in detail. Ocoupa• 

tlon refers to a person •s profession or type of work one 1s 
. . . /· . . . . 

engaged in. It holds ·inlmenae ·aignif'icanca · aa it reveals ·whether~ 

a region's economy is agncultumlt industrial or se!l)i-1ndus-
\ ' ', 

trial• 1 ts lev~ of economic development and the direction 
. . . 

w~ch economic planning or the re~i?n coUld follow. 

Census of !:odie 1981; recorde4 the d1St!'ibut1on of \iorke~ 

by c\al t1vators, · agr:leul tural labourers, household 1ndustJ'y. and 

others. D1str1cw1se b"ok-up ot workers by maill activitiES$ has 

been' furntshad in· the tabla. No. Vlli (See also Fig\1!'0 No. 7 ) • 

. In 19819 ?2.29% of ·th.a total wol'king population vas 

eulttvat1on as ag~t ?8.341& 1n 1971, Compared w1tb the 19?1 

census ·the pereenta.ge of Hous&hold workers also decreases from 

. 24.83~ to 19.39'Jb, and agricultural labour from 2.t.? to 1.96. The 

· · percentage Qf cultivators 1n 1981 is h1gbest ·in Upper Subanslri 

<83.3?) followed by East Kamens (81.89). Agricultural labov 

pel'Ccmtage is highest 1n tbe Dibang valley ( 14.65') and 10\!lest 

:In Upper SU'bans1rt district ( .t.s ). 



n1on 
Tent tory/ 
Dtstri.ets 

A1'Unacbal 
Pradesh 
West Kamsng 

Bast ltameq 
Lower 
Subanstri 
Upper 
Subansift 

west S1BDg 
East Siang 
Dtbang 
vaney 
Lohtt 
T1rap 

: Table - VIlis D1str1etvise d1s trtbut1on ot ~orkers by 
main aetiVitS.es 1981.. · 

f Total-~~: -Cu1t1va• 

i. workel'S ! tore 

' t ' ' ' I 1 
f ·J 
• 

. ri.. f Housa•l- 0. 
, .bour l bold ! . 

i I I 
. I ! ! 

3,08,946 2,23,329 ?,'11'1 1,267 76~11'J 

31.128 
2),688 
S9,t.47 

18 .• 442 
19,391 
lt4,378 

626 
1-99 
9+6 

243 11.81? 
1•3 4,019 

241 1lt,176 

r~r1:: :~~~ f ~~:;e--~~~ 

l vators f lab.. f hold ~orkers 
to f to lllld. Ito- . 
tohl t total to . total . 
work· ·} vorki- ; total ~orkers 
em., ers. ; oork-

e 
72.29 2.4S.. .41 24.8~ 

;9.2S 
81.89 
14.65' 

2.01 
.84 

1.09 

.18 

.o; 

.41 

S?.96 
17.22 
23.85' 

19.,1•39 16,206 94 81 3,0)8 83.3? .:48 .42 1S.13 

3,.,661 
32,471 
14,480 

31,.147 
61.1£5' 

27.,89J 4;o. 
23,029 1,190 

7,891+ 2,.121 

18,6?2 834 
4?.416 815' 

201 ?,11S 
224 ,,.~28 

3J 4,430 

100 11.5'41 
123 13,,131 

?8.22 . ·1o26 
10.92 ;.5'1 
sa.. ?2 14.·65" 

S9.9S 2,~68 

77.12 1.32 

.~? 
.69 
.24 

~32 
.20 

19.9; 
22.88 
30.;9· 

3? •. o; 
21.36 
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!he bigb percentage ot cultivators to total workers 

and tbe re1attve low percentage of agricultural labours revee.l 

the peaeant nature of torming9 witb the family contributing 

most of the laboUr on land 1n ArUnachal Pradesh, tt 1s only tn 

the Dibang Valley tba t the pta!'Cen tage of agricultural 1abours 

18 s!lgntftce.nt. 

LIDRaSX · 
lt 1s simply· em;re.ssed 1n toms of percentage of lite-

rate· population to the total populatto~. · 'Anmacbal is qut te 
, I , 

far behind on th1s seore, and tho overall percentage is only 
' ' 

20~09- tor the te:n:ltory.· BUt the :Percentage· of ·literacy f!rowtb 

· rate between 1.971 _to 1981 recorded 1s the h1ghes t tor. tha 

count~ with 77.9$1&.· Some .d!Jstriets namelY, Lower SUbans1r1 

and East· Kameng recorded an increase of 203.SS~ and 120.3a% 

r~pootiveJ.y. The :figure No.· 8 shows the distribution of the 

lttera·te as pereentaga of total popl.\lation of tha region at a. 

glance. 

' ' 

·Table • lXs L1teftte as percent of total popul.'ation 

Balow· 10 .. 00 

1~ .. 01 • 20.00 

1981. 
- ' 

' - ' 

Ti~p ( 10.17) . a.W}d Lower SUbansir1 

(18.93>. Upper S\lbanstri (12.43). 

West Kameng (21.:-*5'>, Weot Statlg_· (22.25'), 
Md D!bang Valley (2;.00). 

East Siang (25".15') and Lob1t (27 .3; >. 
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§QGXO:Qll!lEUBAL §ll~ 
Arunachal Pradesh was almost complet.elyt.solated until 

very recently. It is !nhabited by a. lal"ge number of tribes 

sPeaking different langUage$ and dJ.alects of the flbeto-Burman 

family and exhibiting a peat diversity or culture, custom and 

dress. These diversities ln culture. customs, dress and reli• 

gious faiths of tba tribes al'a l.a.rgely influenced by tbe 

region•s prolonged tsolation1 .its geography', eeonof!q ant1 

ethnology. 

~ . 

Culturally tho ~gion may be broadly d~:V!ded into three 

main c'Ul tUJ~al areas. ( 1) !he first eul tural area. 1nclud~a tbe 

tribes of Monpas, ShardUkPinS ot Kameng • Membas and Kambas 

living aU along the nol"tham frontier or . Subans1ri., · s1ang anu 

Dibang valley districts and the Buddb!.sts · Khamptis and. S1ngphos. 

in the footbUls neat' "fazu ·and Margber:l ta. They ·are · lnrgely' 

insPired by Buddbis t ideas and have· a developed o1v1lliaticm 

t~h10h · bas' been ecmslderably influenced by Tibet and Burma. tn 

pJtOx1m1ty to the Monpas Sberdukpins, live the Buguns .(Khowas), 

Brussos (Akas) and· Dhammais 01131D) vho eltbough not Buddb1sts, 

·aharo some aspects of their neighbours.• eultiil'e. (2) Tho seeo= 

CultUral. ·a:rea 1S tbe great eentral ·block of territo17 ·axteilding 

hom eastern Ka.aeng to Lobit d.tstrtct• It is inhabited by a 

large .number of tribal groups, who have been divided hom ona 

a_notbe'J' by the difficulty or eommmlioations and by ·the state o.t 

iftter•tribal '.rar in wbS:ch tbeyli1red for centuries before they 
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we" brought under regUlar administration. This cultural area· 

ts mainly inhabited by the tribes like Daflas (N1sb1s), Apata­

nts, Tagtns. '8111 M1rtfl etc; in tbe SUbansiri diatrtets and 

AbOrs <Mia) 1n-Qluding Ashlngs 9 Pailibos 9 Ramos, 130kara, Boris, 

Gal longs, M1nyon£W ., Padams 9 Pas :iS, Pang goes etc Q 1n West and 

East Siang, the H1shm1s ·(Idus, Tataons end f.a5ane) 1n D!bang 

and Lobit districts. (3) The thlrd cultural ares is mainly 

inMbited by the Wenches, Nootes; ~angsas and S1ngphos, who 

are b~ and 1arge organised under influcmtial and vealtby chiefs, 

particularly among the Wanohos. Tho Noctes bave adopted a Ve'f'Y 

elementary form of Va1shnav1sm and have been mOl'e in contact 

with tbe outside uorld than any other with a resultAnt los$ of 

~ch of their tradi t..tona.l cqltura. 

DP!&SiQD 
The l"eligion among th~ t:tibes of Arunachal. Prndasb 1a 

essentially baaed on a functional hierarchy of gods who exer· 

o1se their supreme supernatural eont:rol o'W'el ... humanity 1n ditfa­

Nnt effective orders. People in this region are living 1n a . 

very difficult terrain, and behind thai:r ol~dina;ry, tough, hai'd' 

l.ifa 0 they reel the interpla7 of natural. for~as_play-J.ng their 

ditr~rent and yet distinc-tive roles. There are dG'Ve.s tat1ons 

caused 1n no time by nature, storm. e~rthquaket epidemic otc4t 

\be phenomena around tbam f:Ul tbem w1 tb e. faGl~-,g of awe 1. 

Nmorse and piety. fhay strain tbo1r mind to .understand it and 

-
' 
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when they tail to undei'S.tand 1 te loglc, thoy 'Cilscover a sUper­

natural explanation fo-r their destiny. Thus to appease the 

supema tural povar, they perf oft various ritual ceremonies and 

obse?Ve festivals 9 t.lbicb form an 1Dtegral part of the soc1o• 

reUgious f'a:iths wncng tbo tftbal people ot tha terri tory. 

In this ride. tract of COUDtJ'Y, rel:S.gton belcmgs to two 

bas to orders • the BuddhiSts and the non-Buddblsts.. !be Mcmpas, 

ShardUkpirls ot Kameng d!s trict are the two tmpoftattt Buddh1s t· 

tl'tbes, vb1cb follow tbe Mahayana sect of Buddl'Wlm. They follow 

the BuddhiSm 1n an 1nstttutiona1 fom. and the Tawang MonasteJ7 

is tbe centre of their reUg1ous Ufe. The 1-temba.s and Khambas 

or Upper Salbansb1. and t-sest Siang d1B tricts and the KbamptiS ot 

Lobit cliatncts also follow Buddhism, but rest of' the tribes 

ma,y be said to be nonobuddhtsts. The non-buddhist tribes have 

thelr own cUltural tradi tlon and though they are different 1n 

their f'aitb, theb religion seems to be a blend or an1m1sm witb 

naturalism. Some antbsaopologists like Taylo,. call the trtbals 

asanimls~. 

MIJar · t#btrn H.(l dliiE dlabillUtOD 
Al'Una~al Pradesh ta the home ot about twenty flve tna3or 

and about etghty mlrlor tribes. About '/f1l; popUlation of the 

region is constituted by tribal population (1981 Census). '-'to 

under-;..administratS.OD of tb1S tlorth Eaat Frontier tenltory bef'oJ'e 

Sndependence bad lett tbe~e tribesmen to their own l.ot1 thus 
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.. prosei'Vlng their rich cultural. heritage 1n its.·pristine 

pu1ty. 'lhe major tnbes ot. the region and tbalr relative ·d1s­

tnbut1o!l are u to11owst 

1 ) A'bor or Adts ... Tbe Adts formerlY knO'ttn as Abors are one 

· of the most numerous and pJ'lnetpal tribes ot Arunachal Pradesh. 

Tbere are ~ sub-tMbes or cltUl$ in this great tribe namely • 

Bons 1 Solmti0 Gakong._ t~inyongs, Pasi, .Padams, Pail1bos, Milangs, 

Pemggees:-·e.tc. They occupy principally tbe southern slopes ·of the 

great 'Himalaya t-al'lge between the D1b1n8 and Suba!W.ift riven in 

tbe west, and east Siang district and south eaetem paf't of 

Dibang valley 41stnct. 

a) . Akas,. ( Brtlssos) • 'l'be AkaS are very amicable and ffteD~ 

.tribe o£ A~chal Pradeeb9 they. are veey adapt s.n paintsng. 

Tbe7 mcatlr. lDhabS.t the soutbem part ot Kamens district. 

Kotsum end Kovatsum are tha two main sub.gJ'OUPS of Akas. 
' 

3) A~tar:ds • ihe Apata.mis are tbe most c1v11iSed tnbe of 

Arunachal Pradesh• and are partiCUlarly distingutshed by their 

vet rtee culttvatton practices. 'l'bey prtmarlly oco\1P7 the famous 

Apatam1 plate~u tn present lower Subans1l1. district. 

4) Dsflas (NiB his) • The Nishis or rasbtngs are one of the 

most numerous and prtneipal hill tnbes of Arunachal P~oob, 

inhabiting tbe SUbanstl'i District (upper and lower) and some 

parts of East Kamens. 
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5') Bill Muts • The Rlll Hiris are 1nbab1tlllg tbo mountain 

tracts on ei tber side of the lover Karnla and Sill!ml river 1n 

the Lower SUbansiri. diS triot of Arunachal Pradesh. 

6) Khamptls • Tbe Khamptis ·primarily occupy the TengapanS. 

bsSn in Lobi t d1str1ct. They follow tbe ThGravacta sect of Bud· 

db1Sm and orlginaUy mtgnted from ~:r-Khampt1 area. 

'/) Mishmts • There are tbJte·e main sub-groups of M1$Jmis 

vta. Idus ,. · Taracn and ~. 1!ley inbabi t the Dibang and Lohi t 

·Districts • 

, . · Idus- Sl'e distinguished from the ~on and Kaman. Misb!DS.s 

·by their distinct hair style. Both tbe sexes of the Idua cut 

· thai!'. bair at the sides of the head elld wear it long tied into 

a. knot at the back •. !he ha1r in the front 1s cut short and 

hangs OVeti' 'the forehead. Therefore, they are popularl$' knoVn as . . . 

ChUlikata (cropped bdred) by plains people. 

i'ha Taraon and Raman Misbrni.S are popularly known as 

. Dtguo .and Mi;ju Mi~hmis. Tha f.fisbnis· occupy the NSSed and 

to~dablo terra1n of toblt and Dlbang valley distPicts. 

8) · lf1313 • !l'he !tljl$ ·iftbab:lt tbe central part of Wsst Kamens 
· district mainly tovarde the Uonh•westem part of Bomd11a. 

9) Dte Monpas • The 1-tonpas are the inhabitants of the 

Kameng distr1ot (Weat .K'alneng) of Arunachal Prsdeab. They follow 



the Mahayana sect of Buddblem. ibe great Buddhist !tonaa tery of 

Tawang .is the bean of the 'Monpa Ufe. 

' 
10) Nocte • !be Noct.es belong to the tr!Ongoloid stock ot 
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human family 9 and mamly 1nbab1 t the narrow strip or turbulent 

l'n'OUDtains that divide t~rgberita and the Brabtzaput:.m vaUey 

from tb~ Burtna border in the hlgb slopes of Patko1 range of the 

i'Pap di~trict. 

11) The SheNukpins ~ Tbe SherdUkplns, a. h1ther+4 unknown 

antl mS.tlOl' tdbe of Arunachal Pradesh . are ~utually confmed to 

tbree V111ages .. nupa, Sbe1'gaon and Jigaon, surrounded 'b1 

Dompa•La to the SoUth, Naring•LG · to tbe West and Bomdila to the 

N'ortb in tbe t-1est Kamong District. The Lamaism has gained .cons1· 

denb'le influence ove.r them •. 

12) The Singphos are il'.habtting the Indo-Burma botdQr areat 

bounded on tbe North by the Lobi t, on the East by the Langtang 

range, on the Soutb by tho Pa.ttio1 rang& and on t.be South by 

State of Assam mainly m BoJidumSa Circle or Tirap district and 

ita adjo1n1rtg parts of Lcbit d1str1ct. 

13) 'l'be 8\llUilgs · arc one of the most backt.val'd trtboo ot Aru.na ... 

cbal Pradesh. ntey tn~ found disperesed widely aver tba 1tlacces. 

Sible, unexPlored and rugged bills in the nortb Sastem region · 

· of Eae t Xamang ani tower SUbansi~i districts i bOunded by the 

McMohan Line 1n the Nortb, Bagm1s and N1sb1a territoJ'!V en the 

South, Level' SUbansiri Distnet on tbe E,ast and !-71318 of Kameng 
I . 
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14~ Tbe Tangsa .. The 'IBngsas ma1nly llve in the Cbanglang 

and Mtao Subd1"1~.lon ot Tltap dlStr1ot and have manr sub-groups 

as MokbS.m, Longlang, Jogh10 KbetnS1ng, Rongran, Longn, Longph1,· 

Bawl, J.10sang, Momn 9 ftkhak, Panth1• Sank-es, Taip1s and Mokhiftg 

etc. 

1f) · . ~e 'l'a@in. • !be Tagins inhabit the Uppe:r SUbanstl'l and 

.' ad3oining ·parts of Ueat $tang Distt"ict. 

16) The WQnchos • fbe WaitQhos inhabit ma1n1,. the wes tem 

· part o~ · T1rap M.sir1ct9 bOunded by tbe Usa nver 1n ·the East 

'l'uansang area of' t;ag&land 1n the west, PatJ.tai bills 1n tbe 

South and the S1bssgar dutri.ct ot Assam. in the North. 

'.rbe· aforesaid descr1pt1on gtv-es Demographic anfl Soeio-
' . 

cuitural st~tUre· of AMa.obal. Pradesh 1n very general way. 

As the ma1n task of the present study 1e to present a detailed 

literature survey, which coul.d be used for understanding the 

regional stru~ture of Arunachal Pl?adash, the pra.sent chapter 
~ 

bS$ . mainly been oriented to fUrnish B detailed b1bl1ogrophie 

an~ data base a tudy tor undeJ~Standing tbe demographie .and 
' . 

: socio-eultu:ral aspects. The toxt of' tbe chapter has besn diVided 

.tnto. sections and sutt..sections for. the purpose. 

The det"!Qgraphio section 1a diVided into the follOwing 

sub.sactiot'lS vtz. PopUlation number; growth; sex-ratio; l"Ural• 

urban, distribution.; ltteracy etc. In thG same V~ay, the soetc. 
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cUltural section 1a divided into "a.rious sub.,sections such as 

majo:v tl'ibes,. tbo1r distribution, settlement; religion, 

· language etc• 

The main. sources of data anti reference for demOtJraPb1e 

sections and au~seotion$ are fur.n!shea by the various publica• 

tionS end data publtsbad b7 tho ce,.SU$ ot Ind1&, :District Statts• 

. tical. Handbook published by DL~otoJ~t of E<::onomtce · end StatiStics, 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh, and· tba Ga~etteers, and supple• 

-mentea to some extent by tbe articloo in Arunachal News, the 

then NBFA iDfoftmticn. Retsrenoes on the socio-eultuai aecUcns 

are made avaUable by the .valuabl~ research work and pubUcations 

,o_f tbs Directora.t~ of Researob Govemment of Arunachal Pradesh. · 

ibis Depa.l'tment iS doing Intensive, sz,td extensive research em 

tbe soolo-cultural. aspeots of the tribes of the temtor.v• the 

pb11olog1eal· section of the Directorate baa peen able to b~ia1g 

out a language guide book for eaeh tia3 or tribe of the region. 
,,. 

1bese publications form the mcnn source materiala for und.erstsn. 

ding the socio-cultural structure of A~aehal Pradesbo 

- ' 

The present chapter ~ill try to critically review the 

o<mtent, coverage and usefullless of the refe~ces pertaining 

to tbGE;e sections ana su~ections on tbe dE>mograph1e ana soc1o-
. 

cu1turol stl"UUtures of Artmachal .Pt~adesb. 



I. I?!mogmMig StfPSR\f& 

In this section of the ohapte:r, the source matertals 

and data which deal w1 tb tbe demographic aspects of Arunachal 

Pradesh will be treated. This section has be~n divided into 

'the f~llcn;ing sub-seations- Population grovth, distribution, 

composition, rural-urban population• sex ratio and literacy. 

Fo~ this sect~on various census publications particularly the 
' 

general population tables from the ma1n source material, but 

in addition a few published books artd articles are aLso 

referred 't4Jh1cb furnish aupplementa~J materials. 

1. CENSUS OF INDIA 1981 

Provisional Population Tables 

Series 24 Arunachal Pradesh 

(Paper 1 of 1981 SUpplement) 

This Provisional Population Tables is supplement to 

the Paper 1 of 1981 Census. This provisional publication 1s 

brought out to. furnish the population tables to the pubUc 

earlier as the fir.al eensus publication takes sometime. This 

paper eonta.ins the rural and urban eomposi tion of population, 

nlimber of tows, ma1n workers and. !?lain \-rorkers ·wi tb broad 

categories. In addition to these, the provisional primar.y 

census abstract down to the eirele unit is also presented in 

this volume. Value of this volume ia that, it gives us the 

pro~is1onal population totals before the final eensus publica· 

tlon 1s ready. 



2. CENSUS OF INDIA 1961 

General Population tables and NEFA special tables. 

Vol. 24, NEFA, Part • IIA. 

10Z 

The 1961 Census 1s the first ever census conducted 

separately. 1n Arunachal Pradesh, tbe then NEFA. The census 

enumeration was done by using different sets of schedules viz. 

(A) S1mp11fied Census ot NEFA 1961 Schedule & (B) All India 

census schedules and 1nd1vidua1 sUps. 

Some itmovations were introduced 1n NEFA due to tbe - ' ' 

extremely difficult transport and communication and the age 

old euparst1t1ons Qf the people. Under s1rnplif'1ed schedule, the 

1961 census covers about 88.51' of the .NEFA Population, rest 

11.~ of total population was covered under the All India 

Census SChedules and individual sl1p&. 

'l'his volume tumtsb us the following tables and data ... 

general population tables• area, houses and population; village 

classified by population; distribution of rural population 

between villages of different sues and vanous special tables 

of NEFA Population covered on simplified census ()t NEFA, 1961. 
' ' 

Though, the census operations ot 1961 census in tlEFA ~as 

not smooth and did not synchronise w1 tb census elass1f1cat1ons 

and tabulations ~1 th tha ~s t 9f the country •. the total popula­

tion tables is very important and usefUl for understanding the 

population structure of t.he then NEFA, as it provides ~ first 

reliable and detailed population data for tbe area. 



3 •. CEN SCJ S OF INDIA 1971 

General Population 'fables 

series 24 Arunachal Pradesh, Part II A 
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This volume contains the baste tables with regards to 
the area and population o~ Arunachal Pradesh of 1971 Census. 

This census was ao conducted as to synchronise w1tb the All. 

India Census schedules and 1nd1v1dual~,sl1ps • 

. It mainly contains the data and tables on the following 

sub .. sectiona. 

1) Area, houses end population. 

11) Deeadal vanati.:;m in population since 1901. 

111) Village el.assif1ed by population. 

1v) Town and urban agglomerations classified b)' 

population 1n 1971 with variat1on. since 1961. 

Primary Census abstraet and alphabetical list of 

villages of Al!1maohal Pradesh. 

Th1a volume is useful in understa.nd1n~ the pop~.tlon 

number, rural-urban composition, sex rat1o ete. of the region.· 

4.· CENSUS OF INDIA 197~ 

General Report 

Series' 24 Arunactlal Pradesh 

1971 Census ~s the first intensively operated census 

in Arunachal Pradesh with smooth and uniform elassifieations 
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which synchronised with the rest of the countJ'Y •. The 1961 

census \las mainly done w1 th tbe simplified census of l<lEFA 

1961 schedule 11 ruid also could not eover soma of the 1n.ter1or 

and inaccessible parts of the region. 

This volume begins with the Introductory notes which 

1noludes sections on historical background, physiography; 

general geology, m1nerology eto. It 1s useful for an under­

standing of the historical perspectives and -physical. set~ng . . 

of Arunachal Pradesh. 

T'be chapter II to VI mainly deal w1t)1 the demogrophy 

of tha region such a.s -size and distribution and dGnsi ty of 

population, growth rata of population; rural and urban popula­

tion 1 sex ratio and age struetu~ l 11 teraey and education data. 

The remaining chapters contain an analysis of the data 

pertaining to re11g1ons, distribution of population by main 
. . 

aot.ivity and scheduled caste and scheduled tribes populations. 

S. BURMAN, ROY, B.K~. 

Demographic arid Soe1o•eeonomtc Profiles of tho hill 

areas of' North East India. 

Census of India 1961 

~is try of Home Affairs, Government of Indta. 

~e monograph is useful for the otudy of demographic and 

socio•cultural structure of Arunachal Pradesh in particular and 

North Eastarn.Region. in general. 



6. SINGH, J.P. 

Human Resources of llorth Eastern India 

!nter !nd1a PUblications 

New Delhi 110 015' 9 1982 
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The Chapter 11 (eleven ) of ·the book deals w1 tb human 

resourc$S of Arunachal Pradesh, 1n which it described bri.etly 

the aspects of human resources, levela or amenities and inten­

sity of association between human resources and amenities. 

'.l'he.se aspects have been illustrated cartograpbically by giving 

two sets of maps. The first set or map shows the characteristic 

of population and level of human resources as percentage of 

non ... tri.bal population; literacy percentage; pereentage ot 
people living in Villages Of $00 persons and more; percentage 

of non-agricultural workers and level of human resources. 

The second sat of maps illustf'ates the level of amen1-

Ues a.s pereentage of village having schools; percentage of 

village having power supply, :pe:reentage or village having pucca 

.roads, percentage of village bav1ng post offices; percentage 

of village havina medical fac111 ties; percentage of village 

haVing drinking water supply and level of amenities. 

Since this book mainly deals with the human resources of 

North Eastern Region of India in which Arunachal Pradesh 1a an 
element, it forms a basic reference material for wr1 ting the 

demographic structure of. the territory in general and human 

l'esourees .in particular. 



7. RAI, R. K. 
Pattel'fls of Population Changes 1n North' Eastern India 

1961•81. 

Pl"ojeot report of Indian Council of Social Science 

Research, !J.E. Regional Centre, .Sh1llong, 1985'. 

(Cyclostyled) 
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This project report bas been compiled by Dr. R.K. Rat, 

Head ot the Department of Geography, nmro, Shill eng. It$ 

con.tents include population growtb in n.E. India during 1901-. 

1981; density and distribution of popul.ation, sex ratio 1961-81; 

li teraey 1961.81; cceupational structure of N. E. India a."ld 

urbanisation. 

8 •. KliUJUl, B. 

A resU!!le of the Provisional J?opulation Totals 1981, 

A.P. Noos Vol. 10, No. 4, June 1981. 

In the article, the author mainly studies population 

growth since 1961 to 1981, decennial growth rate of population, 

sex ratio and literacy in Arunachal Pradesh, based on the 

provisional population totals of 1981 Census. 

9. JRA, So Do 

Demographic account of tbe seven sisters 1n North-Eastern 

Region .. 

A.P. Neus Volo 11t !to. 4, J\pri.l•l-7ay9 ·1982. 



In this article, the author gives a statistical account 

of demographic structure of the different polit1eal units. of 

North Eastem Regtcm mainly. based on the 1981 Population 

Census. 

Total population, growth of' population sinee 1901, sex 

ratio, migration, 11.tera.ey, schedUled. tribes and scheduled 

castes population, distribution of population by religion, 
' . 

pereen tage of distribution of workers ~ecord1ng to main eoono­

m1e actin ties ete. of the region: <.including Arunachal Pradesh) 

are treated in detail with upto date data an~ tables. 

11. DOR'rRAK\i'H, I~K. (Mrs) 

A Study of literacy 1n Arunachal Pradesb. 

Arunachal l'J'ews Vol •. · 4, No •. 61 1\u:g .. Sepo 19?; continued 

Vol. 4, No. ?, October 19?5. 

Tbe author ~n this article gives a eritioa1 account of 

the va!'ious aspects of li te:mcy 1n Arunachal Pradesh . based on 

the 19?1 Census data.o Arunachal Pradesh 1s the lest 11 tara ta 

territor, in India which has only 11.29 percentage of total 

population as literate (1971 census). Male literacy 1s 17-.SZ 

~hile female literaey is as ldW as 3.71~. Apart fro0 ovQrall 

analya1s or literacy structure of Arunachal Pradesh, the author 

bas highlighted tbe h1nderances in the way of female education 

in the territor,y together with the steps taken by tbe state and 

central government in the various plan periods for up11ftment 

of education. 

--------- --·--- ·- - ·-- -- --- -·---- J- --- . 



12. CBA1ID.At A.M. 

Education in Arunachal Pradesh 

Cons1daration of Expansion 

A.P. News, Vol. 9, No~ 1, Feb-!U.Jtcb 1980. 

·> 

In this article the author highlights the education 

and literacy situation in Arunachal Pradesh, comparing it 

with tbe otbEll" states and union terrtJ.toey of North Eastern 

neg1on. 

13. ANQ'.t\T!MOUS 

Ristory of education in Arunachal Pradesh 

A. P. rletrs, Vol.. 9; ltlo. 4, Aug 1980 •. 
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The history of education in Arunachal Pradesh sinae 

19*7 to present day is traced in th~s article. It discusses 

the· growth ·or educational-development by taking the number of 

schoo1s d1striet~v1se, and· the number or trained and untrained 

teachers. 

14. JBA, B.D. 

School education 1n AJ~unaehal Pradesh. 

A. P. News, Vol. 121 No. 11 Dec-Jnn 1983. 

The author discusses tbe el"O\'Itb ~f schools and enrolment 

.trom . 1961-80. Pooi tion (')f trai.ned teachers as percentage ·te> 

total teaehers during 197~•77.to 1980-81, and class-~1se enrol­

ment of stUdents for tPe same years are also given. 

-· . ---- -----------------
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The data shows that the growth of' schools and enrol­

ment rises positively through the years. The percentage of 

trained teachers decreases. from 55.22% (1n 19?c-77) to 4?.1~ 

(in 1?8~81). The enrolment Qf stUdents decreases with the 

higher classes with highest pepcentage of enrolment in low~r 

classes, specially Class XI (33.41% .\i.n 1980 .. 81) vhich ah~rs 

the high percentage of dropouts. 

15 • MOlmlSOl~, T. 

TwentY five years of progresst Education 

A.P. News, Vol. 1, ~o. 6, Aug 19?2. 

~e author ~esoribes ihe educat~onal development of 

Arunachal Pradesh from 1947 to 19?2. During 194? the region 

bad only three prima.ry schools with a total enrolment of 

30 students. By the_ year 19729 within a short ·period of twenty 

. five years the' region bad· one degree college, 7 higher seconda­

rY schools, 11 high schools, 45 middle schools. $03 junior 

basic sohool.a and 3 nursew schools 'tvith an t1V'et>all enrol~nt 

of about 2?,000 students. 

'1he causes of this rapid developmen·t of edueation in 

the region such as f'ree oo.ueatien, unif~rms, hostel facilities 

ate. are also briefly uiseussed. 

16. MAtJNOU, C.I. 

Adult education programme and its feature in Lobit 

District. 

·A.P. News, Vol. 12, no. 2t Feb-!<tareh 1982. 
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J\ft.er giving tho overall educational ·position of 

Arunachal Pradesh (d1strict-\Jise), the author discusses the 

adult education programme and 1ts ·progress 1n the territory 

w1 tb sp.aeial. refeFenee to Lobi t district. 

17. GOVT. OF .A._T!!ONACHAL PRADESH 

An eventful decade of Progress in Arunachal. 

Directorate of Inforoat1o.n and Publio Relation, 

Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, 1976. 

!his booklet published by the Director of Information 

and Publie Rela.tion, G0"1ernment of Arunachal Pradesh. furnishes 

the baste atat.i:sties of sll ~und development 1n Arunachal 

Pre.desh upto the yenr 1975·76. The progress or education ooeu­

piea a. small seet1on in tba booklat with basic data on its 

development. 

18 .. BANDAR!, J<. 

· , Tribal education needs nursing. 

A.·P. ~laws 1 Vol. 4; No. 61 Aug. -Sept. 19?5'. 

19. ISLAM, M. 

Education tends a new outlook to Arunachal Pradesh, 

Social \-lelfare Vol. 19, No. 8, Nov. 19'72. 

20. Milli !NDIR.tl. 

Problems of education in !~nkind. 

Vol. 14l) No. 5, JUly 9 19'69. 



21.· m£GU, R.C .. 

Condition-of female edueation in Arunachal Pradeeh. 

A.P. News Vol. ?, l.~o .. 8, Deo. 19?8. 

22" KAMAT 9. ·p •· 

Pro~mme of adult ed~cation in Arunachal Pradesh. 

A.P. News, Vol. 79 No. 4 9 19?8. 

23 • GOVERm4ENT PUBLICATION 

Third All India Education Suriey. 

Arunachal Pradeah, state Tables, Vol. I. 

D.P. ·1. Arunachal 

24. GOVERI'-OO!NT PUBLICATIOtJ 

. ArUnachal Pradesh: A REN1e't11 of the Implementation of 

Selected Educational Programme 1n State 1981-82. 

II • .§t?;1o:smJ,t~l.~ atgmt»a 
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t1nder socio-cultu:ral structure, the vars.ou~ population 

a ttr1bUtes such as religion, social customs and. linguistic · 

·structure, .migration and settlement; and tribes and their dis­

tribUtions shall be treated together ti1th the relevant available. 

materials. 

A• Rgli§t&ma 

Arunacbal·Pradesh 1s the abode of ·about eighty hill 

tribes but does not exhibit much diversity. in terms of religions 
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practices. The Monpas and Sberdukpens of Bast and West Kameng, 

the Roomptis of tob1t9 and l•!embas and Kambas Upper East and 

West Siang do praetice Buddhism, · a very few have been conver-. 

ted to Christian1 ty or H1nduism (mostly Bhatanav) but most or 
the tribes believe 1n and practice their traditional social 

customs and have been called animists. 

In this section tbe articles t booklets and books related 

to the.re11«1ons a.~d traditional social customs including tbe 

ve.r1oua .t~stivals, ritual practices and dances of the various 

trlbes have been referred to as source materials. 

1. &'\coni, R.N. 

Soctc-eul tural profile of the Monpas or Kalak tang area. 

Resarun Vol. !X, No. 19 1983. 

· ·This monograph discusses in detail the socio-cultural 

structlWe of Kalaktang Monpas or Rongna.'Jla Monpas who primarily 

1nhab1 t tbe West Kameng district and are Buddhists of Mahayana 

sect by religion. 'lbe sub3ects inclUded are social organisation, 

religious beUafs and pr~o,t1oes, priesthood, festivals, dance 

and music, political organisations etc. 

2. BARUAt T.K. 

!be Singphos and their religion. 

Directors te of Resea:rob, Govt. of Arunncha1 Pradesb 9 

Sbillong 1977. 
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This book highlights the socio-cultural and religious · 

beliefs of the Singph~a, a amall tribe 11 v1ng partly 1n Tirap 

and Loh1 t districts ?f Arunachal Pradesh. The first part of 

the book deals with the land and the people or the S1ngpho 

a1"ea,· with their domestic and socia.l life. The second part 1a 

mainly d.evcted to tbe religious bel1efe and practices of the 

Slngpbos. 

3 • BOROOHAIN.t H •. 

·Soc1o-relig1o~ prohibition among tbe Adj.s, 

· Resarun, Volo VII, No. 1 & 2, 1981 • 

. Ad1s are the main inhabitants or Siang district and 
~ .· ' 

constitute one.or the ma3or tribes of A~aehal Pradesh. The 

Adis, like other tribes, .bave ~ertain socio-religious prohtb1-

t1cms and :restrictions which ali'O foUOt~Jed or obseJ"Ved strictly. 

: '!'be author describes vari.ous aocio•!l'eiigious restnc·tions or 

Taboos that are obser-ved 1n the Adi society. 

4. CENSUS OF I}lDIA 1971 

. Social 81'ld cultural tables 

Berte~ No. 24~ fU'tmacbal Pradesh 

Part II 0(1) 

This volume presents the social and cul tu:ral tables of 

1971 Census with regard to ~Ugion, aeheduled castes and sche­

duled tribes.cr Arunachal Pradesh. the ma1n contents include 
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tbe baste da~ and tables pertaining to religion, population 

classification by literacy, i~ustrial category of workers 

and non-workers among scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

According to the religion data, the number of people Wlder the· 

percentage of vat'ious major religions- to total population are 

as foUowtH BUddhism 61,400 (13.13~), Ohr1st1an1ty 3,684 (0.?9$ ), 

ltirtdUism 1•029832 (21.~), Islam 842 (0.18%l, Jain1sm 39 
(.oofa), Silthism 192;; (0,2?»). Other religions and persuasions 

2,96,.674 (63.46/&>. relis.ion not stated 785' (0.1~ ). · 

Tb1s volume is very useful for understanding the religious 

compos! t1on of the population as \1011 as the ·percentage of total 

workers (ela.ss1t1ed according to S/C and S/T) and non..workers 

or Arunaehal Pradesh. It provides a valuable data base for the 

study or the socio-cultural structure of Arunachal Pradesh •. 

~ • CHOUDHURY, J ._!f. 

A Comparative study of Adi Religion. 

Directorate of Research, Govt •. of Arunachal Pradesh 

Obillong 1977. 

The Adis are one of the major tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 

who predominantly occUpY' the Slang distr1et. In th1$ book the 

autho!" gives an account of tha conceptual and rttual beUefs 

and practices or Adist and compares them with the other religions 

of India. Besides. the book also depicts the h1stor1eal back­

ground• migration, present locations. cultural profile and 

econof!W, arts and craft etc •. of the Mia. 



Ritual. bellet and practice-s of the Miju 1U.sbmis of 

Lob1t Valley. 

Resawn, Vol. IX, No. a, 1983. 
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Almost all tnbal .people believe 1n a supreme ereato:r, 

This is based on tbe. sp1r1t~l qualities of natura~ phenomena 

which create havoc 1n tbe form of earthquake, landslide, fire, 

storm, epidemic. and crop failure etc. To protect themselves 

and the society from the$e na tura.l calami t1es they perfo~m 

rituals and_ sacrifice animals to appe&$0 the supreme creator. 

In ~s paper the .aut~r d.aaertbes the nature of ritual pmo­

t1cea and offerings made by the Miju t.f1shmis. 

7. DE1JRI, a. K. 
FestivalS of Kameng 

Direetorate of Research, Government or. Arunachal Pradesh 

Q,illong 1983 

Thia book presents the popular and import.e.nt festivals 

of .lSa~t and West Kameng which is ma.inly inhabited by Monpas, 
' . 

~erdukpens, Rhowas, ~t1mus 9 Akas, Bagnis etc. It describes all 

the popular festivals of these tribes and subtr1bes~ 

8. DHAR, B •. 

. Monpas of West Kameng: A Study of tbe Tsangla .&ub.eul ture 

Resarun, Vol. VIII, No._2, 1982. 
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The Monpas of Kameng · dist~ict are practically found 1n 

tbreo groups viz. .Kalalttans: Honpas • the Dirang t-1onpas and tbe 

Ta.wang ~fonpas. !he Kalaktang and Dirang Monpas are ehr1stenad 

as ~sang~~ and tb~ TBwang Honpas -as Brahmin. The soc1o•eUltural 

tra1 ts of tbe Tsangla are described 111 detaj.l 1n tbis article. 

9. DUTTAt P.O. 

Trends of soeio.eul tural development 1n· NEFA. 

NEFA Information •. Vol. Ill, No. 12, 1969. 

Trends of socio-cultural development of a.. soe:lety are 

innueneed by the trade contact with its relatively developed 

neighbour. In the earlier days tbe trade contact was mainly 

w1tb Tibet, but lntep during British reg1me it partially shifted 

, towards Assetn. At present th~ contact is fully totflards Assam 

and tbe rest of India. The author v-iVidly descrtbes tha trends 

of sooio-cul tural development of Arunachal Pradesh in the above 

seq,uanoe. 

10. ELWIN, V • 

Myths of the North East Frontier of India. 

NBPA, Sh1llong, .1958, reprinted 1968. 

Th1.s book contains about four hundred folk stories which 

a.re based on mytholoerieal belief of wrious tribes of Arunachal 

Pradesh. The author claasifY these stories into four major parts. 

and twenty .sections on the basis of the story to whieh it relates. 
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. The first part contains the mythological stones related to 

the heaven and the earth and. its creation. The second relates 

to the man and h1s history, the third to the daily life of man 

and the fourth part with the world of animals. · 

These folk tales are interesting because tbay a.re rela• 

tad to the tl:lYths and soe1o-rel1g1ous beliefs of the tribes of 

the region •. 

11. ERING, o. 
Trad1 tional oul ture of· Arunachal. 

The traditional culture mea.na "'arious religious fa1 tbs, 

sp1ritua11t.1 belief, mythol~gtcal or philosophical concept of 
. '· 

life and dea~h. Thus the author describes the practical uses 

o.f these t:rnd.i ticm~l beliefs among the tribes of Arunachal. 

12• ROY,· s. 
Aspects of Padam Miny~ng oul ture. 

Directorate of Researeh 9 Sh~llong .. 1966. 

Tbis .book is an . outeoine of intensive researah by tba 

autho:r who has been cultural research officer tn the NEFA 

adm1n1strat1onc. The M1ny0ng and Padama are closelY allied 

· tribal groups living in the Siang dist:t"iet o! 'NEF'A. It gives 

an aoeount of tho various cultural aspects of both the groups 

of the .Adi tribes or.t.ha region. 



13 .. S\RKAR, N. 

An account of Goroharn Ohorten, ·the largest stupa in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

Rasarun1 Vol. III, Plo. 4, Oct. 19'1?. 

/ 

The author in this paper gives an account of tbe 
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origin and histot'Y of' the Oorcham Chorten which is the largest 

ehorten or Bud.hnatb Stupa in tha ·Buddhist area of Arunachal 

·Pradesh. It ia located at Gorcham near Zeroitbang in the northern 

part or Kameng district. T~e motto of building ehortep among 

the Buddhist and specially the bistoneal baekpound ·of the 

Oore!lam Chorten are also discussed. 

14. SAlUU\R, N1• 

MinOl" R~nligiona structures of the !A.onpas and 

Bberdukpens. 

nesarun Vol. 3,. No. 3, July' 197?. 

This pa~r deserlbes the, various t"eligtons structUl"es 

round in the Y..~onpas and Sbard'Ukpens of Kam·e:ng district who 

are Buddhist by religion~ ~e common religion st~uetures des~ 

eribad are as :Phana, Wing•Piung or Laptse, Saehubo.'IlP3, Kuthang 

1S. &WR, ,_No 

Buddhism among the Monpas and Sherdukpens. 

Research Department, ShiUong 1980. 
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The f-'onpas and Sherdukpens are the two main tribes of 

Kameng dis triet 111ho folltn9 the rt.ahayana sect of Buddhism in 

Arunachal Pradesh. In this book the author describes in detail 

about the Buddhism as practised by them including the historical 

ba.ekgrmma, rel1gton structures and institutions ete. Thus this 

book provides a useful reference for understanding the religion 

practices of Arunachal Pradesh, particularly the Buddhism among 

the l~onpas and Sberdukpens of Kameng district. 

16. SARKAR9 N. 

Tauang Monastery 

Research Department, Sbi.llong 1981 

Govet~nment of Arunachal Pradesh.. 

The ~wang Monastery stands on the .spur of a hill 

about 10,000 feet above the mean sea level, near the Tm.1angchu, 

in the Kameng dis triet. It is the fountain head of the spiritual 

life of the !>fonpas and Sherdukpens of Arunachal Pradesh. The 

author describes the r-tonastery ~1tb historical background, des­

criptive account of the monastic sYstem \o11 th maps and illustra­

tions. 

17. SARKAR9 N. 

Dances of Arunachal Pradesh 

Directorate of Research, Go-vernment .of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1974. 

1bis book presents a detailed description of the 

dances of twenty one major tribes spread over all the districts 
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of Arunachal Pradesh. The author not only presented the variouS 

dance movements but also ·relate each dance to the social con­

text of the community performing it. Only the popular and 

major danc~s .are included. The dances are very much part and 

parcel of various festivals which are related to the ritual and 

religious practices of respective tribes. 

18. SINGH, R. 

Religion and culture of North Eastern India. 

Abhirav Publications 

Wer;1 Delhi 1977 

This book describes in detail the religion .and culture 

of each tribe in Arunachal Pradesh in a lucid manner, · and forms 

an important source for understanding the religion and· socio• 

cultural life of the region. 

19._ NIRI, s. (ed) 

Religion and Soeiety of North East India 

Vikas Publishing, Nm1 Delhi 1980 

This volume contains papers presented by various dis­

tinguished scholars at the Seminar organised by the Philosophy 

Department !Jf NElffi in 19?9 on· "Religion and. Society of n.E. 
India." 

Though there is ~ot a single paper pertaining to tbe 

religion and society of Arunachal tribal in particular, some 
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papers deal the basic philosophical aspect of religion of the 

region as a whole. The paper "The Spread of Christianity 1n 

the ft. E. India or exchange theory of Conversion" by B. P. 

Misra contains the basic philosophy or logic behind the con­

version of tribal people to christianity, to which Arunachal 

is no exception. 

1bus this volume could be used as a supplementary 

source 1.n the study of the religion situation 1n Arunachal and 

N.E. Region as a whole. 

B. LM@M {L!rJgu~~tic StJ:oo!Pte l 
The main references for this section are provided by 

the work done by the pb11ologiea1 section of the Directorate of 

Resea.reh9 Government of Arunachal Pradesh. The philological 

section has been entrusted with the practical task to prepare 

simple grammar, language gu1de and dictionaries for the use of 

government personnel serving 1n the interior places of the 

region, who often find themselves among people who know no 

language other than their own. For this purpose the philological 

section brought out at least one language guide book or gramma.r, 
. . 

or dictionary of each major tribes of the region •. Therefore, 

these language guide books fom the primary source and reference 

mater1a1 for understanding the linguistic situation or Arunachal 

Pradesh. Apart from these publications, there are very few 

published books and articles on this topic. 



1. .AHl1ED9 .A. 

nte pattern of distribution of 1anguages in the north­

Eastern Region. 

Journal - Himayala-Man and Nature Vol. VI, No. 2, 1983 

continued Vol. VII, ~No. 1, 1983.. 
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The article discusses the geographical distribution of 

the various languages of North-Eastem Region of India \111th 

sui table data and. maps 1 and forms a useful source for tmder­

·standing the linguistic pattern and distribution in the region. 

I 2. DASGUPTA, K. 

Language and Culture 

Resarun 75' 

A language 1s the mirror of a culture and as such it 

should be studied with the frootework of culture. Some scholars 

have the notion that the tribal dialects have a limited vocabu­

lary, but it is not correct, when one looks irlto it he finds 

that it has a sufficient number of words necessary for that 

society. The author discusses some major languages spoken in 

Arunachal :1n :relation to the culture and language· areas concer­

ned. It mainl.y deals with the following languages - Miju 

Mishmis of Lobitt Daf'las (N1.sh1s) of Subansiri, Gallo of t-lest 

Siang, Monpas of Kameng and Tangsa and Singpbos of Tirap Dis­

trict. 



3,. GRIERSO'flJ., G.A. (ed) 

Linguistic survey of India 

Tibeto-Burman family Vol. III, Pt. 1. 
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This volume tttinguistie Survey of India" contains the 

Tibeto-Burman family of language, to which the languages of 

'North Assam group fall., It treats in detail the languages of' 

all the tribes of Arunachal. It gives the pronunciations, use 

of articles• prefixes, suffixes, noun, gender etc. of each 

local dialect with its equivalent English t-lordS. This volume 

of linguistic survey of India forms the primary reference to 

understand the linguistic family of various dialects of Aruna­

chal Pradesh. 

4. MIRI, t.J. ( ed) 

Linguistic Situation in l-1orth East India 

NEICSSR9 Shillong 1982. 

This volume contains the papers by scholars presented 

at the Seminar on the Linguistic Situation in N.E. India conduc­

ted by the North East India Council of Social Science Research 

in association ~itb the Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

on ~5-26 september 19?9. The effort was to study the multidimen­

sional issues involved in the development process of N.E. India, 

with special focus on the problems of inter-ethnic communication, 

linguistic identity and growth of ethnic consciousness on the 

basis of linguistic affUiation in post independent per-iod. 



The ~ditoT apart from giving a relevant introductory 

notes on the 11nguis·tic situation of the N.E. India, classi­

fies the various papers under three main beads. The first 

part contains papers related to the language and pol.ities, 

trend of the language and culture, language proble.m etc. The 
. . 
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second part con tams papars on language, culture an.d society, 

1n '"hieh Sino-Tibetan languages of N.B. India; social_ aspects 

by P .c. Bha ttacherj ee 1s very much relevant to the study of 

11nguis tic situation ill Arunachal, and· the last part contains 

the papers on linguistics, in which the paper by K. Dasgupta 

";.1\ few aspects of some of the languages of Arunachal Pradeshn 

studies the main dialects of the territory. 

This volume constitutes an important and valuable 

reference work :for understanding the lingUistic structure of 

North Eastern Region as a whole. 

C. l1igratj.gp WS S~tji1ement 

The.re is very little written material dealing ~1ith the 

migration and settlement of Arunachal Pradesh. Most of them 

are to be found in the ethnographic monographs on the various 

tribes of the region, -written either by Britishers or prepared 

here recently by the Research Department of Government of 
: ; 

Arunachal Pradesh. Moreover, major tribes of the region do not . 

have written language, except the l'!.onpas and Sherdulcpe!".s who 
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have Tibetan script and .Kbampt1s who use Thtii script. Thus most 

of' the migration accounts are based on the myth and legendary 

bellefs and or various tribes. 

1. BHAT1'ACHARJI, T.K. 

The Adis: illeir origin and migration. 

A.P. News Vol. 6, No. 9, 1978. 

The Ad is, t4ongolo1d in physical affinity presently live 

in the east and wast Siang district, and are one of the princi­

pal tribes of Arunachal. This article gives an account of the 

pOssible causes of migration of Adis. According to the author, 

the or1g1nal home of Adis was Salwin Mekong bas1n1 but this con­

clusion is based only on folklore as incorporated in the Abangs 

or chanted poetic songs of the Adis. 

2. DUTTA 9 P.C. 

~e Story of origin and migration of the Noctes. 

Resarun 76. 

Tbe author describes the origin and migration of the 

Noetes, based mainly on the narrated story by village elders. 

The Noctes of Tirap district, migrated mainly frorn the Burma. 

The author has· narrated the migration courses of various villages, 

as described by village elders of respective villages of tbe 

tribe. 



3. DUTTA, P.C. 

The Wanchss - their legendary beliefs regarding origin 

and migration. 
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Resarun, Vol. 3, .No. 4, Oct. 19??. 

The Wancbos of the Tirap district, live mainly in the 

western part of the district in the area bounded by the T1sa 

river in the east, Tuensang area of Nagaland in the west, 

Patkai hills 1n the South and the Sibs agar district of Assam 

in the tJortb. 

The ertic1e describes the origin and migration of Nocte 

as- narrated by elders of' the tribe. They might have migrated to 

their present habitat from the l~~d beyond the Patka1 hills or 

in the Tuensang area of Nagaland., 

4. DUTTA, C. (ed) 

District Gazetteer of Arunachal 

Government of Arunachal, 19?8. 

The district gazetteer of each district describes the 

tribes, their origin and migrat1on in the respective district~ 

Thus it provides some idea about the migration of each tribe. 

5. Kmt'\H 9 B. 

Urbanisation in Arunachal Pradesh 

A.P .• News, Vol. 109 no. 2, 1982. 
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The concept and process of urbanisation is of very 

recent origin 1n Arunachal. Only in 19?1 census, data on four 

urban centres Here enlisted and during 1981 census tuo more 

urban centres have come up. Only 6.32% of the total popula­

tion of Arunachal is urban. It is thus the least urbanized 

among the states and union territories in. the countr,y. 

This article describes the processes of urbanisation 

in the territory, and to test the degree of stabilization of 

urban cel'ltres, considers some criteria. The cr1 teria are sex 

ratio, number of families ~hich moved to urban places as regular 

or permanent inhabitants, ratio of workers and non-~orkers, 

dependency ration, ratio of femal~ to male ~orkers, gro~th rate 

of popula.tion, and literacy nnd its grovth rate. Also attempt 

has been made to project the 1991 urban population of tbe 

territory. 

6. PJ\.1'IDA, P.C. and YJ'l.DJW, K. 

A Study of Rural Settlement of Tirap Distrtct of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

Hill Geographer Vol. II, No. 2, 1983, pp. 2E-31. 

This article gives a geographical account of the rural 

settlemen.t of Timp di3trict and includes such aspects as dis­

tribution of rural population and settlement, settlement site, 

selection of settlement site by various tribal groups of Tira~ 
' ' ' 

as Wancho, Singpho, Tangsa and their house types. 
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D. Tf~bes ang the~.f di;atribpttsm 

There is ample rna terial available on the various hill 

tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. The Brit~sh during pre-indepen­

dence period made several poli tieal, mi11 tary and missiona.ry 

expeditions to the hill tribes of the then NEFA. the accounts 

of these expeditions are found in various old journals and 

government papers. In the post independence period under the 

guidance of Dr. Verrier Elwin, Tribal Adviser to the Governor 

of Assam, a number of monographs on the various tribes of 

Arunachal Pradesh were brought out. Presently the Directorate 

of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh is doing inten­

sive research work on the tribes of the territory and has 

brought out books and t.fonographs at least one for each princi­

pal tribe of the terri tory. 

The following are the books, monographs and articles 

which dealt with the geographical and soeio-cul tural aspects 

of the tribes of the region. 

1. BARUAH, T.lt.M. 

The Idu Mishmis 

Directorate of Research, Govt. of Arunr1cha.l Pradesh 

Shillong 1960 

The Idu Miahmis constitute one of the principal sub­

groups of the tti.shrni tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. The Idus 
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are primarily inhabiting the rugged hills of the Lohi t dis trtct• 

'!'his book is a pioneering attempt to in traduce them to the 

outside world. It described the land and the people, their 

domestic life, social life,. political life, religion and cere­

monies and provides first hand information regarding the socio­

eul tural life of the Idus of Arunachal. 

2. BAGCHI, R.N. 

The Life Cycle of Tagin 

A.P. news, Vol. 6, 1-ro. 1, 19?8 

This article describes the life cycle and the socio­

cultural activities of Tagins who pre-dominantly occupy the 

Upper Subans1r1 District of Arunachal Pradesh. 

3. BHATTACBERJEE, T. 

The Idus of t-~thun and Dr1 Valley 

Directorate of Research, 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1983 

The t~thun and Dri valleys lie in the Northam region 

of Loh1t district. The tw~ valleys form part of the famous 

Dibang valley which is mainly. inhabited by the Idus or Chuli­

kata lttshmis, a major tribe of Arunachal. This volume gives a 

detailed account about the land and people of the Dibang. vallty, 

their origin,. migration, material life, agriculture, social 

life, political Ufe etc. 



4. BRATTACHER.TEE, T.K. 

The Tangams 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1915' 
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This monograph is about the Tnngams of . Tuting. area of 

Siang district, which is one or the most inaccessible parts 

or the region with difficult mountainous terrain. The Tangams 

are a section of' tbe Adis or Abors of Siang Dis triet. The nrs t 
chapter of the book describes the land nnd people, mountain, 

river, flora, fauna, forest., climate etc. The second chapter 

deals vith the people and their history, the third ,.;ith the 

occupations, the fourth with the social life and the last one 

with the world or unknown on the various myths and mythological 

beliefs of the·Tangams. 

~. BOWER, U.G. 

The Ridden Land 

Allied. Publisher 

Indian reprint 19?8 

This book provides a Vivid account of .the Subans1r1 by 

the wife of the first politi.cal of'fieer of the area during the 

British regime. The author lived among the Nisbis and Apatanis 

of the area and deser1bes the land and the people, their 

society,. socia1 customs etc. It constitutes a valuable eontri­

bution based on first ·band information •. 



6. CHOWDHURY, J'.N. 

'!be Hill Miris of SUbans1r1 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 19?0 
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The Hill MiriS of Subansiri District mainly occupy the 

eastern and North eastern part of the district. This book con­

tains a brief sketch of their traditional culture and social 

life. 'lhe introductory part contains a descriptive account of 

the district 1ts various hill tribes and the historical and 

poll tical background. Second part contains a descriptive ac.count 

of the people e.g. the Hill Hiris. The author distinguishes 

between the Hill Hir1s and the plain Mir1S, and then gives an 

interesting account of the Hill Miri country, their migration, 

ethnic and cultural group, language, appearance, dress, village, 

house types, economy, trade, social institutions, political 

i.nstitutions and religions etc. 

?. COOPER, R.E. 

Bhutan: Tailed people "Daktas" 

People with a tail in the east Bhutanese Himalaya Man, 

Vol. XXXII, No. 131, 1933• 

The paper describes the ~~onpas around Tewang of present 

Tawang district of Arunachal, \-Tho carry a felt sitting pad 

attached to their backs. 



8. CHATTERJEE, s. K. 

Nishis of Popum Pama Valley 

A.P. News Vol. 5, No. 19 19?6. 
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This article gives a short account of the Nishis of 

SUbansiri area, which is one of the major tribes of the terri­

tory. 

9. DEURI, R.K. 

The Sultmgs 

Directorate of Research, 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1982 . 

This monograph deals with the Sulungs who are one of 

the most backward tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. They are fotmd 

widely dispersed over the inaccessible, unexplored and rugged 

hills in the North Eastem Region of East Kameng and Suhans1r1 

districts. Their main habitation is bounded by the ~~Mohan Line 

· tovJards Tibet, on the south by the Bagnis tettitory, on the 

east by the l~1er Subansiri district and on the west by the 

J.~ij is of Kameng. 

The bool< gives an introductory idea about the SUlungs, 

their country, material culture, political, social and econo­

mic organisation, rituals, religious beliefs and domestic life 

i.n five chapters. 



10. DUT'I'A, P.C., 

The :r..-roetes 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 19?8 
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This monograph presents a detailed description of the 

socio-cUltural life of the l:-l'octes, one of the major tribes of 

Tirap district. They primarily inhabit the Central part of the 

district which is bounded on the east by the Tirap river, on 

the west by the Tisa river" on the south by the Patkai hills 

and in the north by the State of Assam. .. 

The introductory chapter contains accounts of location, 

flora, fa una, geology, climate, origin , migration, his tory, 

language tee. The second chapter deals w1 th the domestic life, 

·the third \~11th the soeial life, the fourth with the political 

life and the fifth with the religion. It is a valuable reference 

book on the Noctes and also provides a useful ethnographic 

reference on hill tribes of the_ territory. 

11. DUTTA, P.C. 

Tangs as of the Namsik and Tirap Valley. 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1964 
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- The Tangsas predominantly occupy the Narnsik and T1rap 

valley and form one of the ~~jor tribes of the district. The 

book provides an introductory account of the socio-cultural, 

soeio-econ~c, and. religious life of the- Tangsas. 

12. DJ\LTOr-1, E. T. 

Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal 

Calcutta 18?2 

This ethnographic account is the first descriptive 
' 

account on the various hill tribes of the region. The major 

tribes described are the Khampt1s 9 Singphos, Mishmis, Abors, 

Daflas, Akas and Nagas. 

13. DUFF-SUTHERl.AND-DUNDAl1, G.COGGIN BROWN, J AND KEMP, S.l<l. 

Abors and Galongs 

Memoirs of A. s.B. Vol. V, 1913-191?. 

This paper gives us an important and valuable account 

of the Abors and Galongs of the present east and west Siang 

District. 

14. DUN, G.W. 

Preliminary notes on Daphlas. 

Simla 1896 

This preliminary note is about the Daphlas now kn~\m 

as Nishis or Nishing and inhabiting mostly of Subansiri District. 



1$. HAlNENDORF, FURER, C. V. 

Himalayan Barbary 

London first published 19$$ 

Reprinted 1956 

It is a descriptive account of an expedition as well 

as a travelogue made by the author "Professor c.F. Haimendorf" 

during 1944. ne was entrusted by gO'Ve1"11ment of Br1 tisn India 

to explore the border land between India and eastern Tibet 

wh:i.eh remains to this day unmapped and unexplored .. !be expe­

dition was intended to prepare the ground for the extension of 

administrative control over a group of little known tribes of 

the region. one of the main tasks was to study th.e people's 

ec~nomy and social organisaj;ion of the area west of the SUban­

siri river and of es tablisbing friendly relations with such 

independent tribes as Apatanis and Danas (Nish1s). 

The survey is mainly concerned w-ith the Apatanis of 

Subansiri. It vividly describes the land and the people , their 

economy_,. soeio-eul tural organisa ti~ns apart from the friendly 

relations established by the author during the expedition. It 

forms an important reference for understanding the Tribes and 

their distribution in Arunachal. 

16. HAIMENDORF FtJRER, C. V. 

Highlanders of Arunachal Pradesh: Anthropological 

Research in N.E. India 

Vikas Publishing Bouse, New Delhi 1982 
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This book eontains an ethnographic account of the 

traditional social and cultural life of the tribes of Arunachal 

Pradesh, with special reference to the Nishis and Hill Miris. 

In general 1 t deals with all the tribes of the terri tory \J1 tb 

their traditional social and cultural life. 

This volume dealing exclusively with the hill tribes 

of Arunachal, forms an impo.rtant and useful reference for 

understanding the tribes of the territory in general and the 

Nisbls and Hill Miris in particular. 

1?. HAil·1ENDORF FURER, C., V. 

A Himalayan tribe - From Cattle to Cash. 

Vikas Publishing House, New Delhi. 

The Himalayan tribe described in this volume is the 

Apatanis of the famous Apatan1 plateau of lrnier, Subansiri 

District. They constitute one of the principal tribal groups 

of Arunachal. The book particularly discusses the socio-econo­

mic development among the Apatanis between 191+4 to 19?8 and 

highlights the economic transformation since last thirty years 

in the territory 1n general and amongst the Apatanis in par­

ticular. 

18. HALLIDAY, H.I. 

The Abors of Assam 

United Empire, Vol. XIX, 1928 



This paper gives us introductory notes on the Abors 

of Siang and its subgroups such ss Galongs, J,H.nyongs, Padam, 

Pasi., Bor1 9 Bokar, Pangis Simongs etc. Abors are one of the 

principal tribes of Arunachal. 

19. BESSEL :NEYER, C .H. 

The Hill tribes of the riorthern Frontier of Assam. 

J.A.s.B. Vol. XXXVII, 1868 

The paper describes the main h111 tribes of t~e 

Northern region including the Akas of Kameng district from 

Arunachal. 

20. KUMAR, K. 

The BOris 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1979 

1be Boris are a small group inhabiting the Upper 

central region of Siang district, especially the central por­

tion of the Siyom valley and a major portion of the Sike 

valley bett.;een ;:.'fuga in the south and C".asheng in the north. 

They are sub-group of the Adis of Siang. 

'Ibis monograph gives a fairly full aecoun t of socio­

cultural life and the habitat and economy of the Boris in 

l 
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seven· chapters. The contents are as land and the peopl.e; 

domestic life, economic life; social life; political life, 

religious Ufe and myths and traditions. 

21. . KUMJ\R9 K. 

The Pailibos 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1979 

The Pailibos or Libo is a small group of the Ad1s of 

Siang district, confined mainly to the Tato and Payum circle 

of present West Siang District. 
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This monograph discusses in detail the social, econo­

mic, political and religious life of the Pailibos. The intro­

ductorY part deals with the land and the people with the 

topography, climate, flora-fauna, communication, language and 

population. 

22. KEN}mDY, R.s. 

Ethnological report on the Akas , Khoas, Mij is and 

Membas of Tawang. 

Shillong 1914 

These are the principal tribes of the Tawang area of 

Kameng district. They are Buddhist by religion and use Tibetan 

script. 1'18.Slt making, mask dance and animal dances are ver,y 

popular among them. 



23. KOUDINYA, B. 

Waneho Jonajat1 of Arunachal Pradesh 

Himalayan ~Tan and Nature Vol. 4, No. 3, 1980. 

24. KOtlT>DilYA9 B. 

Aka Janajati of Arunachal Pradesh 

Himalayan Man & Nature, Vol. 3, No. 10, 1980 •. 

25'. rtO!.YDINYA, B. 

Monpa Janajati of Arunacl1al Pradesh 

Himalayan 'Van & Nature, Vol. 3, No. 8, 9, 1980 
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These articles by same author describe the Wanchos of 

Tirap, Akas and Nonpas of Kameng districts. The aspects touched 

a.re their present location, socio-cultural, religious and 

economic life. 

26. NILLS9 J • P. 

The l'41shmis of. the tohi t Valley, ·Assam. 

J.R.A.I. Vol. LXXXII, 1952. 

There are three subgroups of f.11sbmis namely, Tara on, 

Idu and Miju Mishmis ~ith distinct differences 1n dress and 

hair style. This paper describes them in detail. 

2?. NAIR, P. T. 

Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 

Spectrum Publications 

Gaubati 1985 
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This recent book cons t1 tutes an 1mportan t and ·valuable 
# 

work of reference on the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. It con-

tains descriptive account of the major tribes of the territory 

with their soeio-oul tural and economic life treated in detail. 

The sections on administrative set up, British relations ~1tb 

hill tribes of Arunachal are informative. But the sections on 

the tribes are more detailed and illuminating. The major tribes 

discussed include the A dis 9 the Akas, the Apatanis, the l-!ishis, 

the Gallongs,. the Khamptis, the Mishmis, the Monpas, the Wan­

ehos etc. with their present location, origin, history of 

migrati.on, food habits, house types, matel"ial culture and 

social organisation. 

28. NAI.J"DA, N. 

Tawang - the land of t.J!on 

This book describes the remote border subdivision 

Tawang of Arunachal, which is the main habitat of the Monpas. 

It gives a vivid description of the life, laws, customs and 

religious beliefs of the Monpas. 

29. P.AJIDEY, B.B. 

The Hill l11r1s 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1974. 
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This monograph disoribes the Hill Mir1s of loVJer 

Subansiri _district, 111hieh f,orms a comparatively small group 

among the tribal com..f?1Ull1 ties inhabiting the district. Like 

other ethnographic monographs published by the Directorate 
' 

this volume too gives a detailed account of the various aspects 

of the Hill ~·liris such as the land and people, social, economic 

and pol1 tical life .• 

30. PAnDEY, B.B. 

The tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 

Joumal of Social Research, Vol. XXIII 

No. 1, 1981. 

Arunachal is the abode of about twenty five principal 

tribes and about eighty subtribes. The author describes the 

principal tribes of the terri tory in brief. 

31. BAGCBI, R.N. 

Bagnis of East Kameng 

Social Research (JISR} Vol. 4, No. 3-4, 

July - Oct. 1984. 

The Bagnis., a section of the Nishis are local· inhabi­

tants of F~st Kameng district, which is bounded on the north 

by the Tibet, on the south by the Darrang district of Assam, 

on the east by the lower SUbansiri and on the west by the West 

Kameng. The paper describes the socio-cultural life of the 
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Ba.gnis, the land, the people, their origin, migration, the 

village, house type, food habits and social organisations. The 

account th~ugh brief is useful. 

32. SHUKLA, B.K. 

The Daflas 

Directorate of Research 

Governm~t of Al"llnachal Pradestl 

Shillong 1959. 

This treatise is a brief introduction to the study of 

Dana (Nishis) tribe, who constitute a major tribe of the 

· terri tory and primarily inhabit the Subansiri district. It 

describes the land and the people, their socio-cultural, socio­

economic and · soe1o-!el1gious life. 

33• SHRIVASTAVA, L.R.N. 

Among the Wanehos 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1973 

This book gives an account of the geographical and 

ecological setting of the t-!ancho area, the economic condition, 

social systems, political institutions, and the religious 

beliefs and practices of the people. Th~ Wanchos primarily 

oceupy the south and south-west of the Tirap district, bounded 

on the il!>rth and east by the Noctes, on the south by the Burma 

and on the ·west by the Konyaks of Tuensang d1stl'1ct of Nagaland. 
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34. SINHA, R. 

The Akas 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1962 

The Akas are a small tribe living in the Kameng dis­

trict of Arunachal. It 1s the first book wr1 tten on the Akas. 

It gives an a.eeount on these charming people, their beautifUl 

surroundings, their domestic, social, political i1fe and the 

land. 

35. SHARJ-tA, R.R.P. 

The Sberdukpens 

Directorate of Research 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1961 

This volume in traduces the. Sherdukpens , who fortrll · a_ 

relatively small tribe living in the Kameng division. Like 

the other monographs on various tribes of the region, it con­

tains the chapte:rs on the land and the people, their domestic 

life,· social life, political organisation and religions with 

detailed description. 

36. SRIVASTAVA, L.R.N. 

The Gal1ongs 

Directorate of Research 

Government of hrunachal Pradesh 

Shillong 1962 



The Gal longs or Gal los 1s a major subgroup of the Adis 

of Siang. They primarily occupy the \lest Siang district. This 

monograph introduces tbe Gallongs and discuss the various 

aspects of their life such as the land and people 9 their 

social, economict political and religious life. 

These above mentioned books, monographs and articles 

are the main important source materials and useful references 

for the study of the various tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. 



CHAPTER - V 



ECONOMig STRUCT!JRE 

The territory of Arunachal is mountainous. It has 

rurrged ·topography and formidable terrain, ~i th deep gro~es 

and steep mountains. It has a wide range or agro-c11matie con-
r -

ditions ra~ging from subtropical to arctic in the higher alti-

I ', ,-

tUdes. The land topography is characterised by steep hills and 

narro"1 valleys as a result, the main agricultural practice is 

jhu.tnming or shif'ting cultivation. In the valleys however, the 

soils are deep and fertile where tvat rice of sedentary agricul­

ture is being practised now a days .• The main occupation of the 

people is agriculture. About 90 per cent or more of the local 

people are engaged in agricultural activities mai.nly jhumming, 

except some sedentary agriculture practised along the foothills 

of Assam-Arunachal State boundary and the river valleys. Thus 

the economy of Arunachal is essentially agricultural and centres 

largely round humming. Practically, all productive activities 

are on consumption level nnd each family produces all that 1 t 

needs. A 11 ttle· ~eaving, 'bamboo and cane works are also prac­

tised for local purpose only. Trade and commerce during the 

British period was 1imi ted to fairs held along the borders of 

Assam and were on very limited seale, carried on by some tribes. 

No, industry, worth the name existed in 19t.,7, and arts and 

crafts come at the verge of extincUon. 

After independence the free, India inherited a very 

precarious legacy of development specially the transport and 

communication in Arunachal Pradesh. A plan of systematic 
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development of the area was envisaged in the year 1952 and a 

team of workers t.ierG trained to help the tribal people's pt"O­

gress, but very little had been done until 1962. MUch of the 

devel·opment work was geared to defence requirements which again 

were highlighted by the Chinese movement across the border. At 

present the territory has about 11,5'53 K.m roa.d surfaced and 

unsurfaeed. There sre . about 48 coramuni ty development blockS i.n 

which about 1103 educational institutions, 200 post offices, 

1?1 hospitals, 1720 places have been· provided with eleetrici ty, 

and the pe·reentage of literacy has risen to 20o5 per cent. This 

sho1JIS indeed a tremendous development against a completely dark 

background of economic activity that prevailed in 194?. 

As stated. earlier, the main economy and the main stay 

of the people ~r Arunachal is agriculture, primarily shifting 

or jhum agriculture. People of the_ territqry are not ccmserva-· 

tive, they have begun to adopt modern methods of agriculture, _. 

and 1n the sui table areas permanent cul t1va tion has been taken 

up, even double cropping, multiple cropping t pisciculture, and 

use of manure have come into vogue. The principal constraints 

t~ agricultural development are the formidable topography and 
., 

a1so laek of technology, .lack of proper utilization of known 

technology; lack of markets and economic, political and soeial 

institutions. 
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Jbumming as a system of cultivation is the indigenous 

form of agriculture being the most commonly and customarily 

accepted among the cultivators of the state. The indiscriminate 

practice of jhum 1n the hilly areas brings many negative conse­

quences, as ecological disequilibrium by depletion of forest 

cover aggravates chances of soil erosion and depletes the top 

soil. To control these negative consequences of the jhumming, 

economists, and agrieu1tural scientists have suggested to encou­

rage the local people to take up allied activities such as 

piggery, poultry, dairy farming, fisheries, fruit and vegetable 

cultivation and agro-based small scale industries. Presently, 

the central as \?ell as state governments have taken up ,multi­

disciplinary programmes through various government agencies and 

departments like a.gricul ture, animal husbanda:cy, rural works 

department etc. who encourage the local people in improved far­

ming, use of fertilizers, high yielding variety, and help 1n 

the construction of irrigation channels. 

Industrial development in the regio!t is infancy and 

· has been just initiated under various plan periods. Sma.ll and 

cottage industries comprise of weaving, handloom, craft. Thera 
I 

are a few medium seale industries such as Mini Cement Plant at 

Tezu, forest based industries, like saw titllls. and plywood mills 

etc. But the level of industrial deve1opment is far below the 

national average as the region bas only 3 medium and large 
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industries and. 11 small industries. The region is rich in water 

resources, 'ilJhich could be hamessed 1n producing hydro-electri­

city to the tune of about 201000 megawatts. Thus development of 

miero-hydel pO'·Jer is rapidly taking place. Till 1980 out of 

29?3 villages, 295' has bean electrified and more are expected 

to be electrified in near fUture. The v esent electricity con-

. sumption is 9 units per capita against the national average of 

131 units. Tr3..nspot•t developmSftt is very much lacking behind, 

in the territory, wbicb acts as the main· constraint to economic 

development. The overall transport development ·could he under­

stood by the statement that ''Till 1977 the only means for 

reaching even tbe district and_ subd1visional headquarters t~as 

to be airborne." During British regime the road development may 

be said to be n~l; only some small tracts 'tiere. developed for 

ad!ninistrative purposes •. In the post independence period, the­

free India inbat>ited a "Very precarious legacy of developmental 

programmes in Arunachal particularly the development of Trans­

port and Comw.m1cation infrastructure. The pace of transport 

and communication development was speeded up since 1962 mainly 

for defence reqUir~ment, -when Chinese moved across the boundary. 

in 1960, Road Development Board ~as entrusted t~ith the respon­

sibility of looking after and coordinating efforts in connec­

tion with development of border roads in frontier areas. Pre­

sently, the territory has about 11,553 Km of roads of which 
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2,396 Km are surfaced. Road density per 100 Sq. Km 1s only 

? .2 Km which is far below the national average of 48.9 Km of 

Road per 100 Sq. Km of area. The main constraints to road deve­

lopment are its .formidable terrain, the heavy rainfall, loose 

soil, mass wasting, frequent landslides, and large number of 

rivers. 

Arunachal Pradesh is endowed with high potential of 

natural resources, specially hydro-pOliter, forest resources and 

mineral resources, but they are yet to be explored and harnessed. 

The Geological SUrvey of India and Oil and Natural Gas Commis­

sion are presently doing intensive and extensive exploration 

survey, which has given very- encouraging results. Now some oil 

drilling activity has been taken up at Karsang 1n Tirap district 

by ormp. The Mint Cement Plant at Tezu in Lobi t district 1s 

based on local limestone. As a result of the endeavour of Geolo­

gical SUrvey during last three decades a number of occurrences 

of coal~ iron ore, sulphite, clay, limestone, dolomite and 

buJ.lding stones have been found. Thus, Arunachal 1s expected to 

have mineral-based industries 1n the near future. 

The present economic structure of Arunachal 1s charac­

terized by a concerted effort at overall economic development 

with the national mainstream. This chapter on economic structure 

will review all the existing souree materials on the topic. The 

account of the overall economic development of the region iS 
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furnished by various statistical accotmts published by the 

Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Aruna­

chal Pradesh, the 1967 Techno-economic Survey of NEFA condUc­

ted by the· national co.uncil of ApPlied Economic Research and 

various articles found 1n t~A information, and Arunachal news. 

Data on mineral resources are found in the various publications 

or the Geological Survey of India, particularly the J"oumal of 

. Indian t41nerals, ].ft.scellaneous Publications, and the Bulletin 

of Indian Geological Association etc. 

The important source materials, with their contents, 
I . 

cmrerage and usefulness for the study of economic structure of 

.Arunachal Pradesh are discussed below. 

1. AGRAt-1AL 9 A.K. 

Development in Arunachal Pradesh during 30 years 

Planning. 

A.P. News, Vol. 10, ~Jo. 19 1982. 

The economic development of Arunachal during the last 

. 30 years of Planning is discussed in this article. The develop:_ 

mental activities under various five year plan periods, their 

total financial alloca t1ons or various economic ·overheads are 

brieny discussed. It is important reference for understanding 

the economi.c his tory or Arunachal s 1nce independence to the 

present_. 
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Blue Print for economic development of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

A.P. News, Vol. 10, No. 2, 1981. 
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This paper outlines the directives and strategies of 

development in north-Eastern Region with special reference to 

Arunaehal Pmdesb. It discusses the various developmental schemes 

and projects undertaken for Arunachal by the committee of Minis­

ters, Government of India~ It particularly describes development 

and construction of road and bridges,· rail~ays, paper mills t . 

cement plant, jhum contrc>l programme, fruit processing, power, 

telecommunication, science and technology institutions, water 

supply, eommerc1al crop9 dair)r farming etc. as proposed by the 

committee and tbe envisaged outlay' of money for these sebemes 

and pro3ects. 

· 'i'his article gi.ves a valuable account of the strategy 

of e~o.nom1c devel.opment of the terrt tory, which is mueh sougbt 

source for understanding the economic structure of the N. B. 

reg.ion a8 a whole and Arunachal in particular. 

3. DR. BORTHAKUR, I.K. (Mrs) 

.Major eonstreints on Arunachal's economy. 

· A.P. New:, Vol. IV, No. 99 19?6. 

The author 1n this article gives an account of the 

variouS economic developmental programmes 1n the province, the 
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various financial allocations of plan periods etc. followed by 

the, various constraints on economic development in the region. 

The main constraints pointed out are the region's rugged topo­

graphy, 1ow population density, mass 1111te.racy, extremely low 

road density, over and above the unexplored natural resources 

including minerals. 

4. CHATTERJEE, S.K. 

Economic development of Arunachal Pradesh: A transformation 

from subsistence to money economy. 

A.P. News, Vol. 109 no. 11 1982 •. 

The author .discusses the development of Arunachal's 

eeonotJJY from mere subsistence (barter) to money economy in this 

article. During the pre-pl.an (five year plans) period, the 

economy "t>7as essentially subsistence in nature and transactions 

were mainly barter. After the Plan Period there was an accele­

rated gro-wth in the Plan investment on economic development · 

from· Rs. 201 lakhs in first five year ·plM to Rs. 606?.97' lakhs 

in the fifth :fiVe year plan. In the process the barter ,economy 

was rapidly overtaken by the monetized eeonomy. To test the 

rapid transformation of mere barter to monetized economy, the 

author discusses various indicators in brief such as the growtb 

of marketed surplus in agricultural output, now of labour 

from agriculture to non-agricultural activities, increase in 

wage, payment in cash, conversion of' intra-national· and inter-

1 t: , 
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state trade from barter to monetized transactions from unbanked 

aTea to bank area; pr~pertionate consumption expenditure and 

income or subsistence farmers in eash etc. 

;. KA:R, K.C. 

A Page from the History of Development 1n Arunachal. 

A.P. news, Vol. ;, }ro. 2, 19?6. 

This article mainly refers the road development in 

Lohit district, particularly Cbangland-Khela Road which was 

constructed under the patronage of the ten Political Officer, 

later Lt. C-overnor of Arunachal, Shri K.A.A. Raja. It vividly 

describes hOw he (Shri Raja) tapPed the hidden manpower poten­

.tial of the local people and utilized them for constructing 

the Cbanglang - Khela Road on partial self-help basi!l. It 

reveals the zeal for development of the local people as "ell 

as the tactics of an able and capable administrator in barnes­

. sing the same. 

6. CENSITS OF INDIA, 1971 

Eeonomic Tables 

Series 24 9 Arunachal Pradesh, Part IJ (B) 

This volume contains the eeonomic data and tables of 

19?1 Census of' Arunachal Pradesh. The main contents are classi­

fication of ~orkers and non-workers o~ the . basis of main aeti­

vi ty by sex and age, rural and urban educational level, 
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agriculture and industrial activities, oc~upational classifi­

cation by sex, JUral and urban areas etc. Thus it contains 

data pertaining to every aspect of economic activities of the 

territory and is undoubtedly a very useful reference work for 

understanding and t4ritin~ the economic a tructure of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

7. MAT~I9 T. (Ed) 

North-Eastern Bill Regior~ of India - Problems and 

Prospects of Development. 

Agricola Publishing Acadeey 

Na.; Delhi - ? 9 First Published 1981. 

Papers included in this volume were presented at the 

National Se.'llinar on· Rural Development at the Uorth-Eas tern 

Hill University in April 19?8. Though there is not a single 

paper \lhich presents the problems and prospects of development 

of Arunachal Pradesh, the papers in general highlight the eco­

nomic development of the hill areas of the North Eastern Region 

as a whole. In a general uay, it higbligb~ the peeuliar1 ties 

and diversities of custom and tradition, of· climate and terrain, 

of the long period of neglect and isolation that the region has 

been subjected to. All these pose problems of a kind such as 

not encountered in other parts of the country. Apart from the 

impediments to development, feasible measures of pollcy ·are 

also suggested in the papers, which are useful for the n.E. 

Region as a. whole as well as for Arunachal. 

'\ 



8. t4ATTHEW, T. (Ed. ) 

Tribal Economy of North Ea.s tern Region 

Spectrum Publications 

Gauhati 1980 .. 
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It 1s an edited volume which contains the p.apers · 

presented at .the Seminar on 1ribal F..conomy held in t-1arch9 19?6, 

organized by the Department of Economics and of Continuing 

Education .~r the North-Eastern Hill University. The papers have 

been l+Jri. t ten mostly by people who have worked in the region and 

experienced the conditions and proble~ of economic life of the 

region and have tried to contribute to i'ts development. 

The common theme of the papers in this volume is the 

structure of the tribal economy which is vastly different from 

the other economic systems such as capitalism or socialism. 

Many papers diScuss the problems of economic development, others 

the potential! ties and still others suggest altema.tive sources 

of income and employment for the tribal people. 

9. Nationat Council of ;,Applied Economic Research 

Techno-economic survey of NEFA 

NCAER 196?. 

·This volUme 1S tbe result of re:po.rt of the National 

Council of Applied Reonomie Researeht who conducted a techno-. . 

ecnnomic survey of tmli'A early in 1964. In this survey, the 

Council could not use the usual methods and techniques of 
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analysis employed in other techno-economic surveys as they 

were found to be of little use in preparing a strategy for its 

development. The region apart from being dis$1milar from the 

rest of the country is characterize!d by utter poverty juxta­

posed with rich resource endomnents and development potentiali­

ties. 1'he area is mountainous with small patches of plains ill 

between ridges, and the climate is rigorous. It is sparsely 

populn ted and the entire local population is tribal. Further 

as very little statistical information 'tl1as available 1n respect 

of population, landuse, yield, livestock, forest9 transport ete. 

and vast portion of the area remained inaccessible even during 

fair weather, it effectively curtailed the field visit, and 

under the circumstances the council has carried out the analy­

sis in broad terms only. 

The volume discusses almost all aspects of economic 

development with their potentials and suggests strategies for 

development. The aspects studied inc~ude Agriculture, Livestock 

dnf fisheries, forest, indus tries, minerals and commerce, po\Jer 

transport, manpo~er, edUcation and health, and their present 

position and potentials are discussed in detail and various 

recommendations and suggestions have been made in regard to the 

possible strategies for development. 



10. DATTA RAY, B. (Ed.) 

Soeial and Economic Profile of North-East India. 

B.R. Publishing Corporation 

Delhi 19?8. 

'it is an edited volume of seminar papers which were 

presented .a. t a seminar conducted on 14-16th r~arch 1975 at 

Shillon.g by the North East India Council for Social SCience 

Research in association with the Indian Council of Social Science 

Research, North Eastern Council and the Government of Meghalaya. 

The seminar was an attempt at studying the basic problems of 

grmrth of North east. M~re than thirty papers were presented at 

the seminar covering various socio-economic and pol1Ucal situa­

tions, development etc. of the region as a whole. There is a 

useful introductory chpa.ter by the editor. The papers are classi­

fied under the following heads. ( 1 ) Profile of riorth East India 

Economy, (2) Levels of economy and the market, (3) Cultural 

perspectives, and (4) Prospects of integrated development. 

These papers are valuable as a. source material for 

understanding the basic soeio-eeonomic and political of the 

region in general and each state and union territory of the 

region in particular. 

11. THUN'GON 9 P.K. 

Economy of Arunachal and. Twenty Point Econom1.c 

Programme 

A.P. Hews, Vol. 4, No. 9, 19'76. 



In this article the then Chief 1'1'1nister of Arunacr.al 

Pradesh has highlighted the developmental programmes 1n the 

state undel' the twenty point eeonomie programme. 

These are the few available papers and articles which 

deal with various economic activities of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Other than these, the economic data are compiled and published 

by various government departments and organizations suoh as 

Directorate of Economics and Statistics, District Statistical 

Officer, Central Statistical Organisations, Census of India etc. 

The following are the Statistical PUblications which contain 

data pertaining to different aspects of economic development 

of the State. 

12. Directorate of Economics and Statistics. 

Statistical Handbook of Arunachal· Pradesh. 

It is annually pu~lished since 19?0-71, which contains 

da tn on each and every departmental activity. 

13. District Statistical Officer 

.District Statistical Handbook. 

It is published annually for each distriet by its 

respective Dis tri.ct Statistical Officer. It too contains data 

on departmental activities of the respective districts. 

14. Directorate of .Economics and statistics. 

Economic Review, 19?7, 19?9-809 1980. 



15. Directorate of Economics and Statistics. 

Report on Eeor1omic Census 19??. 

16. Directorate of Economics and Statistics 

Statistical Outline of t.rEF'A, 1960, 1962, 1966, 1967. 

17. Directorate of Economics and Statistics 

Tt<~enty years development activities of Arunachal 

Pradesh since 196C>-61 to 19?9-80. 

18. Directorate of EConomics and Statistics .. 

Eeonooic Census 1977. 

District-Mise data. 
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These are the major statistical volumes published by 

various government departmen1s of ArUJ1achal, which contain upto 

date data on the various economic activities of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

(ii) Aericultyre 

The mainstay of the people of Arunachal Pradesh is 

agriculture, especially jhumming or shifting cultivation. Agri­

culture 1s still in the subsistence stage, and agricultural 

practices are essentially traditional. This is largely due to 

the rugged topography of the region which is more suitable for 

jhum rather than sedentary practices. The indiscriminate and 

wide practice of jbum creates many negative consequences such 
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as s.oil erosion, silting etc, which may cause environmental 

disequilibrium in tbe region .. Thus the eentral a'lld state govern­

ment bave started various land development schemeS and jbum 

eontrol programmes .• 

This section on agriculture will reviel-7 the various 

books and articles dealing specifically with the agricul. ture 

practices and w:1 th agl'icultural development of tbe region. 

1. ANONYMOUS 

Fisheries Programme in Arunachal 

A. P. News 11 Vol. 10, No. 2, 1981. 

Arunachal is the f iFs t among the E.Jorth Eastern Region 

and Union Terri tones of India in respect of t·m; particular 

shemes, namely - paddy-cum-fish culture (PiSciculture) 1n 

Apatani plateau and Trout culture in sno\v fed areas in Kameng. 

This article describes the various fisheries extension programme 

in the State and puts the annual produce during 1979-80 as 350 

tomes and expects the same to go up by another 600 tonnes in 

addition to the present produee in near future. 

2. BORTITAKUR, I. K. (Mrs) 

The Problems of Agricultural Developrnen t in 1\.runaehal 

Pradesh with special reference to Subandiri Distriet. 

Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis {G.u. ). 



· l• GOBAIN, C.B. 

Approach to Agrieul tural Development. 

A.P. News, Vol. 1, No. 3, 1971. 

16t 

Arunachal agriculture is primarily.domtnated by tbe 

most traditional system of farming called jhum or shifting cul­

tivation. The author brieny describes the various approaches 

and schemes taken up by the government during the different 

plan periods. 

4. GOHAIN, C.B .. 

Haji or Jbum - A Traditional Means of Living. 

A.P. News, Vol. 1, No. 7, 1971. 

This article describes I tbe traditional farming system 

prevailing among the tribal people of the territory. He empha­

sizes that jhumming is not only a means and way of fanning 

among the people but is closely linked with the socio-po11 tical 

and cultural organisations of the region. 

;. GOHADit B.C. 

Shifting Cultivation among the Abors. 

Bulletin of Department of Anthropology, 

Vol. III, no. 2, Calcutta 1954. 

The Abors now popularly kno\m ns Adi; are an important 

and pr1n.e1pal tribe of Arunachal and include many subgroups such 

as Gallo, Minyong, Padams, Bori, Bokal, Pas!, Pailibo9 Milangs 
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ate. The main occupation is the agriculture predominantly shif­

ting or jhum cultivation. The author gives a brief account of 

the shifting cultivation practiSed by the Abors. 

6. GOitAIN, B.C. 

AgricUl. tural OrganiSation among the Abors. 

Mareh of India, Vol. VI, No. 2, 19)3. 

In this article the author describes the various agri­

cultural organisations and the shiftillg cultivation practices, 

the modus operandi of traditional farming system among the 

Abors ( Adis ) • 

?. HAIMEHDORF FUREB, C. Vorl. 

Agriculture and Land Tenure among the Apatamis. 

Man in India, Vol. XXVI, 1946. 

The author Yas commissioned by Indian Government to 

explore the border land between India and Eastern Tibet e.g. 

Present Subansiri diStrict to study the economy and social 

organisation of the native people in order to prepare ground 

for extension of administration over the area. This area 1s 

primarily inhabited by Apatam1s. The author gives a full con­

cise account of the econo~ and social organisation of the 

,Apatamis. 'lbe Apatamis practise wet rice cultivation and are 

1n advanced stage in comparison with the other tribal people 

or the region. T.he author vividly describes the farming prac­

tices and land tenure system among the Apatamis of SUbans1r1 

particularly the Apatami plateau. 
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8 .•. ~iUKBERJEE, R. 

To~ards a Dynamic Agriculture. 

N&FA Information, Vol. S, No. 9, April 1971. · 

In this article the wr1 ter writes about the recent 

agricultural innovations talttng plaee among the local people 

of NEFA. The loeal peopl.e are :recently· taking up sedentary 

farming such as terrace, t-Jet rice cultivation in sUitable areas 

in.aqdition to shifting eult1vatton. Moreover they have taken 

up the use of irrigation. vegetable cultivation as potato, use 

of high yielding varieties ete. This nev trend of ·innovation in 

agriculture has mainly come through. the demonstration farming 

displayed by the respective: district agricultural department of 

tbe terri tory in different places.. Innovation haS· not only 

helped the local people in· taking up the new method. of farming, 

but also in producing surplus food. 

9. MUKHEF.JEE' R. 

Multiple cropping aroiuld Pasighat: An :Assessment. 

lffiFA Inf'ormat1on, Vol. 6, no. 2, September 19?1. 

This article describes the aet1v1 ties or the Gram 

Sevak trai.n1ng Centre of Pasighat •. This training centre 1s 

doing .intensive rese.arch l:lork 1n double and multiple eorrping 

.in Al"\Plaehal, through giVing training to the village level 

workers and local farmers under Farmers Training Centre. It 

influences the local people through its various demonstration 
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farms around Pasighat to take up the double and multiple crop­

ping through introduction of high yielding varieties such as 

IR 8, Joya etc. The author assesses the present PQS1t1on and 
. . 

future potentials of double and multiple cropping around 

Pasighat. 

1 O. l..fi!KHERJEE, R • 

. Pisciculture in Apatami plateau. 

A.P. lle~s, Vol. 5', No. 2, !..Jareh 1976. 

Development of fiSheries among the· tribals of Ar~aehal 

is very recent one, but it is ·developing in some parts of the 

regiODf_ sueh as Apa,tam1 plateau. This rapid improvement in fishe­

ries iS due to the incentives given to the local people by the 

government in the form or free seed.s, and subsidised digging of 

fishpond etc. The paper describes the development history of . 

fisheries in Arunachal, particularly the Apatami plateau, where 

~e fisheries development switched to paddy-cum-fish culture. 

It is· pro.fi table to the famer as well as very popular among 

the people. 

11. SUKLA, s.P. 

Agricultural potential and planning in hill regions 1n 

India, with special reference to Arunachal Pradesh. 

Urugh Publications 

Allahabad, 1983. 

Present volume is the first such volume which is fully 

devoted to the agricultural geography of Arunachal Pradesh, 



particularly the Siang region. At the outset it critically 

treats the physical and human environment \t,ihich determines 

the agricultural pattern and characteristics of the region, 

then it deals in detail with the nature of agriculture of the 

region, particularly jhumming as a modus operandi as ~ell as 

the spatio-tempo~al dimension of the same. 

The '7olume contains three broad parts, of "'hich the 

first part contains chapters pertaining to the region's geo­

graphical and human personality, which basically dictates the 

mode of agricultural pursuits in the region. 
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The spatio-temporal dimension and potential of agri­

culture of the Siang region is fully discussed in the Part II 

of the book. It gives a comprehensive account of the present 

use of agricultural land, land available for agriculture, and 

the agricultural organisation of the region with special rare­

renee to j humming. Jhumming ~ the traditional mode of farnling 

and the sedentary farming as a new innovation to the local 

people a1~ treated in detail. 

The last part of the volume critically reviews the 

agricultural planning in hill regions, with special reference 

to the study region. It assesses the agro-potentia.l of the 

region and attempts to delimit the agro-planning regional1-

sat1on of the region. It also points out the agricultural 

problems and problems involved in planning. This work is an 
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important source material for understanding the present agri­

cultural pattern and problems of Arunachal in general and 

Siang region (the study area) in particular. 

12. THAJ'.JGA~~, E. s. 
Cash crops eul t1 va.tion in Forest Department 

A.P. News, Vol. 9, No. 4, 1980. 

This paper describes the possibility of having large 

seale cash crop cultivation in Arunachal, particularly in 

the jhum areas as a shifting cultivation control programme. 

The suggested crops and possible areas of cultivation are as 

follot..rs: Tea about 1000 hectares at Kanubari, about 1000 and 

400 hectares at Yachuli and Basa.r respectively 9 Coffee plan­

tation over 800 hectares in Changlang, and Big Cardamon about 

300 hectares in Tirap district, Cocoa about 60 hectares will 

be raised on experimental basis at Deomali and Namsa.i, and 

Small Cardamon about 60 hectares in De~mali area. 

13. THAJ~GAM, B.s. 

Shifting cultivation control programme in \-larJcho area, 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

A.P. News, Vol. 10, No. ?, 1981. 

This article describes the shifting cultivation con­

trol programme taken up by the Government of Arunachal in 

the Waneho area 1n Tirap district - 1 ts techniques, problems 
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and achievements. The eontrol programme is done by encouraging 

the local people in plantation cUltivation, gardening, vegeta­

ble cultivation, fisheries etc. in suitable areas. 

{iii) Industn., lJ:im:apm:t and cammm1cat1oos 
Arunachal Pradesh has a land area of about 83,;?8 Sq.Km 

of which about 80 per cent is mountainous with difficult terrain 

steep slopes,. gorges and lofty mountains. Because of the 

extremely rough topography, varying weather and el1ma te and 

lack of transport and communication, the area remained eeonomi­

eally backward and virtually isola ted for a long period. This 

prolonged iSolation hinders the inter and intra-regional inter­

course among the local people as well as the people outside 

the State. Long stagnation and prolonged isolation of the 

region were partially broken by the British through their 

various expeditions to the region. But the British did not pay 

heel to economic development of the region during pre-indepen­

dence period. After independence the government of free India 

felt the urgent need for road development as a vital infra-

a t~cture for economic development as well as defence and 

administrative purposes. tvith the inception of five year plans, 

road development was started together w1 tb various developmen­

tal schemes. Presently 9 the tetTi tory is marching towards 

economic development ~11th her rich natural resources like 

forest, minerals, hydro-power, flora and fauna and rich heri­

tage or the local people in bandloom, weaVing, carpet making, 

wood carving, cane and bamboo ,;orks etc. 
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Apart from difficult topography of the region the 

absence of enterpreneurial skill, of skilled and semi-skilled 
r' 

labour and of dependable communication and·marketing facili-

ties are standing in the vay of rapid indus trial development 

of the territory. Due to laek of communication there is no 

scope for heavy industry and very little. for medium sc::ale 

industry. So small seale and cottage industry is only possi­

ble for whieJ:l the terri tory has command ~ubstantial potential .. 

The important eottage indus tries are weaving, handloom, 

basketry (cane & bamboo "Works) wood carving, sericulture etc. 

which are stearlily .developing under the patronage of. Industry 

Department of Government of Arunachal Pradesh. The medj__um on 

small scale industry of the region are mainly forest and agro­

based. At present the State has ? medium and ?95 small scale 

industries such as plywood, saw mills, veneer mills, rice 

haulers, oil crushers, furniture making, candle work, carpet 

making, textile manufacturing, automobile workshop etc. Under 

the large indus trial scheme, paper mill at Bhalukpung in 

West Kameng,. mini cement plant at Te~u in Lohit dis.trict, and 

light roofing industry at Pasighat have been established. Two 

more paper mills, . one e.aeh at Kimin in Lower Sub~s~ri and 

Miao 1n Tirap District will be set up very soon. 

TranspOrt and communication is the main obstacle to 

economic development. As discussed earlier Arunachal has 

about :11,553 Km 'road of which about 2,376 Km, are surfaced. · 

It gives a total road density only ?.2 Km of ·road in a 100 Sq. 
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Km of the area. Like the transport facili ttes the communica­

tion infrastructure too is lacking in the State. According 

to Statistical Handbook of 1980-81 9 the territory has only 

200 Post and Telegraph Offices, three low transmission P.adio 

stations, and on~ low transmission television relay centre at 

State Capital. This communication infrastructure is too 

inadequate for such a vast area. f:.1ore Radio Stations and 

Television Relay Centres are likely to come up very soon in 

the near future. 

Below we give a review of available 11 terature on 

industry, transpOrt and communications, lfJith their content, 

coverage and usefulness. 

1. ANONYMOUS 

Pov1er Development 1n Arunachal • 

. A.P. N'ell1S Vol. 5, No. 19 1976. 

This article diseusses the power development in 

Arunachal, specially hydro-power. According to 1950's survey 

conducted by Central Water and Power Commission, Arunachal 

has a total hydro potential of about 10,000 MH, of lrlhieh 

about 9420 Kw are harnessed. The author describes briefly the 

various miero-hydel projects developed in Arunachal and dis­

cusses the potentials, and prospects of future hydro-power 

developm~nt in the region. 
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2. BAM, T. 

A Profile in Indus trial Gr<nvth: Arunachal Pradesh 

A. P. News, Vol. 11 9 No. ? 1 1982. 

The author in this article describes in brief about 

the pace of Industrial development and discusses potentials 

of Arunachal including the rich natural resources in minerals 

and forests, rich heritage of handloom and handicrafts which 

promise a bright fUture for development. The coverage includes 

the handloom, handicraft and cottage industries; mineral 

based industries-; agro-based indus tries; forest based indus­

tries, industrial estates; industrial training institute,· 

industrial development and financial corporation; incentives 

to the enterpreneurs; marketing programme etc. of the terri­

tory. 

3. BOPAH, C.N. 

A brief 11ote on seric~l ture industry in Arunachal Pradesh 

A.P. i'Iews_, Vol. 11, N'o. 4 9 1982. 

Sericult\lre is an important village industry and_ it 

can play a vital role to improve the economic condition of 

the rural people. Tne author gives a brief account of deve­

lopment of serieulture in Arunachal Pradesh from 1970 to 1982. 
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4. BORGORA·ni, H. 

Development of Indus tries and Handicraft in Arunachal 

Pradesh, liith special reference to the Adis of Siang 

D1stt-1ct. 

Resarun, Vol. IX, No. 2, 1983. 

This article gives a fairly detailed account of the 

indus trial development of Arunachal Pradesh t!ii th special 

reference to the handicraft, cottage industry and small scale 

industry of the Adis of West Siang district, where the local 

people have taken active interest in the development of cot-. 

tage industries specially, weaving, handloom, fruit proces·­

s.ing etc. 

5. HAZARIKA, K.C. 

Traditional Textile Industry of Taraon. 

· Resarun, Vol. V, No. 1, 19?9. 

The traditional textile industry referred in this 

article is the handloom and cloth weaving amongst the Taraon 

or Digaru Hishmis of the Lohit valley of Lohit district. 

\tJeaving is the occupation of the Taraon women. The author 

vividly describes the weaving techniquet des1gningt l?ieaving 

equipments etc. in this article. 

171 



6. JRA• S.D• 

Study of Growth oriented problems for Industrial 

development in Arunachal Pradesh. 

A.P. flews, Vol. 129 No. '' 1983. 

Arunachal economy enjoys vast natural resources as 

forest, mineral, water resources, livestock, gro¥I1ng agricul­

ture, and horticulture resources. But the conspicuous absence 

of specified item\-Jise and location ~ise ·exact information of 

quality and. magnitude operates as a. major constraint to indus­

trialisation. ~is article, separately deals ~;itb all these 

problems of industrialisation. Lastly the author suggest small 

and medium scale industries as priority for industrial deve­

lopment in the terri tory. 

7. PLMINING COMNISSION 

R~port of the Study team on Tribal Development Programme: 

North East Frontier Agency 

Committee on Plan Project 

Planning Com@ission. 

This report is based on the spot study of the various 

tribal development programmes undertaken 1n NEFA., by the 

Planning Commission, with the object of giving practical 

effect to the recommendations made in the original Fourth Five 

Year Plan Draft outline for the welfare of scheduled tribes 

and for assisting state govern.ment in evolving concrete schemes 

----- -----·-----·---·--·-----



of development specially adopted to the needs and conditions 

of the tribal communi ties and areas. The stUdy team thorough­

ly eondue ted the survey on each and every aspect of economic 

developmental activities such as tribal communities, develop­

ment plan, administration, agriculture, forest, community 

development, cooperative and panchayats; industries 9 mineral, 

power, transport eomrounication, education, and medical and 

public health, with sU!tll:llSry of necessary recommendations for 

the development of all these aspects. 

8. PULLU 9 J., . 

The Bamboo and Cane culture of the Indus. 

Resarun, Vol. 3, No. 2 9 19?7. 

ThiS article gives ua an idea of the extent to which 

the Idus, as indeed most of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 

and North-E1stern India in general, make use of natural 

vegetation in their life. t~ot a.l"'ly are their d~elling houses 

entirely made of l100d 0 bamboo, cane and straw but their imple­

ments, their utensils, certain art1oles of t-Jear etc. are 

derived fr001 natural product. Some of the. most impressive 

bridges that brirlge otherwise informidable rivers 1n the Idu 

area and elsewhere are entirely made of cane. 

9. SHARf4A, s.v.s. 
SIET in the ~Iorth Eastern Region. Small Indus try Extension 

Training Institute. 

Hyderabad 45, 1979. 



This booklet describes the small indUstry extension 

training centre Institute's activities 1n Anmachal, which 

started in the year 1976~ when. the Industries Department•. 

Government of Arunachal Pradesh, requested the Institute to 

collaborate in organising the first publicity campaign to 

create awareness among the local entrepreneurs about small 

indus try possibill ties 1n the terri tory. Consequently, tbe 

Institute in collaboration with the InduStry Department con­

ducted the indus trial publicity campaign at Itanagar with a 

bi~ success and attracted over fifty five prospective entre­

preneurs from five districts of the terri tory. 

' 
On transport and communication, we have not come 

across any article or books ·which .may deal with this topic. 

A few articles do discuss the traditional transport system, 

such as traditional suspension bridge of various tribes of 

the region. so, for this section ve have to ·fully depend on 

various statistical publication by various government depart­

ments and agencies. They are census of India's District Census 

Handbook, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, District 

Statistical Handboo, and District Gazetteel"S which have been 

discussed in the preceding chapters. 

(iv) H!n~ Resoyrce§ 

Nature has endowed Arunachal Pradesh with varied 

mineral resources. Due to relative laek of development in 

transport, technology etc. these minerals are yet to be 
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explored and harnessed. The detailed geologica~ and geogra­

phical study of the area has only just begtm. The geological 

survey of India •s active 1nVolvement has resulted 1n tracing 

out some of the potentialities of mineral occurrenei3s in the 

region •. 

The various valuable publications or GeologicSl 

SUrvey of India. form the main source and reference for under­

standing the mineral. resources of Arunachal. Results of many 

of the mi!leral and ge:llog1cal investigations carried out by 

Geological Survey of India are to be found 1n . tbe form of 

un.published progres·s reports. 'Ibus they are beyond our reach. 

as their use 1s restricted. The references cited in this sec­

tion occur mainly in the journal of Indian Minerals, Record 

of Geological Survey of India and various miseel.laneous publi­

cations of Geological Survey of India. 

1. COGGD~ BR0~1N, J. 

Dihong Valley Reconnaissance. 

Record G.s. I., Vol. 42, Part 4, 1912. 

This is_. the first such acc~t about the geological 

formation along the Dihong river (Siang river). Apart from 

describing the various roek and geological formations of the. 

region 1t discus-ses. also its economic geol.ogy. It describes 

the occurrence of' gold obtained from the gravel beach 1D the 

bed of Brahmaputra at Kobo, coal occurrence in outer .Abor Hills. 
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Possibility of Iron ore occurrence a:t Geku, copper occurrence 

in the bed of the Sisi river, marble associated ~ith mtea 

schis.ts in the neighbourho.od of Singing, etc.\ are br1eny 

described in this reconnaissance account on the Dlbong river 

of Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. DIRECTOR, G.,S.I .• NEFA CIRCLE 

Mineral Resources of NEFA 

Indian Minerals Vol. 2;, No •· 2, 1971. 

This paper contains an account of the possible mineral 

resources of Arunachal on the basis of rock formation and the 

Geological Survey of India •s 1nves t1ga tiona.· It tries to fully 

describe the percentage eontent of mineralization of various 

minerals a11d their area of occurrences. The minerals discussed 

are sulphide, limestone, marble, coal, graphite, iron ol"e, 

rock-phosphate, saline s.prings, mica, clay, ochre etc. with 

their economic value, specific areas bearing these minerBl.s · 

and the percentage of mineral contents etc. 

3. MUI<'HEJ1JEE9 . R. 

Knowing the Unknown 

A.P. News, Vol. 89 ~o. 9, 1980. 

This article describes the mineral resources of Aruna­

chal Pradesh. The author also traces the his tory of mineral 

exploration in the region by Geological Survey of India. 

Since 182; ~ till present, the author comprehensively describes 



the various minerals found in respective areas in the terri­

tory, their pereentage of mineral contents, possible t-eserves 

· and possibility of using these minerals in the economic dev~­

lopment specially indUstry in the territory. 

. 4. PASCOE, H. 

Coal in the Namchik Vall~Y, Upper Assam. 

Record G.s.I. Vol. 419, Part .3, 1912. 

It describes the coal seams exposed in the Namchik 

river mouth, which ·the author encountered dUring his field 

investigation 1n the year 1911. The total thickness of the 

· · eeal seam was 60 feet of which 5' to 6 f"eet was of" poor quali­

. ty~ ·All these occur wi tb:ln a thickness o·r about 360 feet of 

strata. 

5'. SAI-J'GMA, L. DA?lGE, M.N. AND KUMAR, f't.N. 

Study of the brine wells 1n parts of Tirap district, 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian l'tinerals 0 Vol. 28, No. 2, 19?4. 

This paper contains the report on the brine well in 

Tirap district, bounded by latitude 2'1' to 2?0 07'N and 

longitude 9;<'28 • to 9,034 'B which falls under Survey of India 

toposheet No. 83 ~1/8. There are about 30 brine 1aells 1n the 

area. In the distant past these brine wells were the only 

indigenous source of manufacturing common salt. Authors duly 

investigated these wells and discuss in detail regarding 
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their chemical contents, which revealed very high concentra• 

tion of chlorite, sodium, potassium, by -car\)onate and sul­

phate. 

6. SAUTRA, D.K. AliD DAS, S.K • 
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. Studies of Graphite deposits on the Daporijo-Ztro Road 

west of Simmi river SUbansiri District, .Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian minerals Vol. 32, no. 1, 1978. 

This pap~r deals in detail ~~th the economic poten­

tialities of flaky and amorphous graph! te occur.renees found 

on the Dap();rijo-Ziro Road in SUbansiri district. It describes 

the mode or·occurrence 9 the mineral content and qualit,y of 

the graph1tes, possible reserves and utili.zation of the 

minerals. 

The reserve of naky graphite i;s estimated to be 

about 21,866 tonnes- and amorphous graphite to be about 

33,02,$20 tonnes •. The flaky grapbi te can be used for the 

manufacture of pail) ts, pigments, foundry, and the amorphous 

variety could 'be utilized in pencil making and polishing ete. 

7·~ TALAPATRA, A.K. AND ROY SINHA, R.N. 

Indications of SUlphide mineralisation around 

Buragaon, KaC!eng Dis triet, Arunachal Pradesh. 

·Indian Minerals, Vol. 31, No. 1, 19?? • 

Authors during their ge.olog1eal mapping survey, along 

the tunnel alignment in course of the geotechnical inVest1ga-



tion of Tenga Hydel Project encountered some indications of 

sulphide mineralisation in the area. In this paper they 

simply describe the possible occurrence of the minerals for 

further investigation. 

8• TRIPATHI 9 C. AND KAURA, S.C. 

Polymetallic sulphide mineralisation _in Ranga Valley, 

SUbansiri Dis tr1ct9 Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian Minerals, Vol. 35, No. 2, 1981. 

The autl1or investigated the sulphide miriera11sation 

in Ranga valley near Potin village. It is scattered over a 

700 metre wide zone extending about 3 Km. in NNE•SSW trending 

schistose rocks. 

The mineral elements associated \~lith sulphide minera­

lizations are cobalt, nickel, copper, zinc,, tin, tungsten. 

The author discusses the mode of occurrence' their percentage 

of mineral content, associated rock structures etc. 

9. TRIPATHI 9 c. GAUR, R.K. MID snlGR, s. 

A note on the occurrence of 1Jumnur1 tes in East Siang 

District, Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian l-H.nerals, Vol. 35 9 tJo. 1, 1'l81. 

This note gives us a ·brief note on the occurrence of 

a belt of nummulitie limestone in the Yingkiang-Mar1ang area 

of present east Siang district. It also brieflY describes the 

geological succession of the Yamne val.ley. 
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10. TRIPATHI, C. DUNGRAKOTit B.D. AND GHOSH, R.N. 

Notes on Discovery nummulities from Dibong Valley, 

Siang Distriet. Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian tvtinerals, Vol,. 33 9 No. 1, 1979. 

This article gives us a note on the possibility of 

occurrence of Nummulit~cs limestone between Pastghat and 

Rengg1ng village. A sandy limestone horizon belonging to 

Eocene sequence is exposed on the right bank of t"Pe Dihong 

river near the point determined by coordinates 28°0?'30~N 

and 9;o1?'30RE in the .su~ey of Indi.a Toposheet fJo. 82 P/8 in 

East Siang Dis tr1ct, ,Arunachal Pradesh. 

11. TRIPATHI, c.JADI 9 L.S. AND ROY BiASU 9 s. 

A note on tbe finding of SUlphide min era lisa tion 1n 

Lumia area, Y~meng District, Arunachal Pradesh. 

Indian t-tinerals, Vol. 33, uo. 2 9 19??. 

It briefly describes on the oecurrenee of sulphide 

mineralisation in the Lumla area of Kamens district. 
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CQNCLU§ION 

This bibliography and data base study on the 

Regional Structure of Arunaellal Pradesh has been prepared 

on the basis of the materials available in libraries and 

offices located at Shillong. The following libraries have 

been particul.arly consulted: (1) Central Library, r,r.E.n.u. 

( 2) Central Library, Geological Survey of India. (3) 

Research Library, Government of ArUnachal Pradesh. 

Due to constrains of time and money it bas not been 

possible to visit libraries outside Shillong and it is 

possible tha.t some mora materials, speciall.y in the libraries 

at Gauhati, Ce.leutta and Delhi._ Even with this limitation 

it is hoped that it has been possible to cover the ground 

fairlY, adequately. 

On account of its isolation, inaccessibility and 

formidable topography, .I.U'unachal Pradesh has remained unex­

plored and its geography and economy have for the most part 

unstudied. 

The present stu.dy reveals that in general there 1s 

paucity of material and Uterature on almost every aspects 

of the Regional structure of the region. This is particularly 

true of the physical setting and economic :resources develop­

ment where the gap is particularly wide. Relative1y speaking, 



there 1s better coverage so far as the Histori.cal perspec­

tive and P...dm1n1strat1ve growth and Demognphie and Socio­

Cultural structures are concerned. 

The bis tor1cal back!.round of Arunachal Pradesh can 

~be traced after the British advent only and the ~eeQunt .on 

the earlier hiS tory on the territory are extremt?lY vague and 

insufficient. Of eo~se, there are some. references. on Abom 

tribal r~lations 1n Ahom Buranj1 (History of Ahoms in 

Assamese), bUt the coverage is meagre and inSufficient. ~here 

are however many historical relics like Staford, Ma11n1tban, 

;BhismeJknagadt'~_;- etc. which may be ·used by historians to trace 
. -~- - .. -· '·. :';f --

. . . 

the early hist~ry. A fairly goOd account of the b1sto~1cal 

development and administrative growth after the Britisb 

advent is· hmlever availabl.e in the contributions of Reid, 

Mackenzie, Buoah, Chowdhury, Elwin, Chakravarty, M1e.bell, 

Luthra·etc. 

So far as the Demographic and Socio-cultural struc-
. . . 

t.ure is concerned, the Census of India furnishes us valuable 

and uptodate population data since· 1951. Besides the table 

volumes there are also reports for each census and some 

special saeio•eeonomie stud~s pa.rticularly during 1971 Cen­

sus. Besides· t.he Census of India various· statistical demogra-
·, 

pbic d.ata have also been published from time to time by the 

! ' 
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Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of 

Arunachal Pradesh. The chief source materials on the s.oeiety 

and culture of the different tribes are provided by the 

valuable publications on different tribes by the Directorate 

of Research, Government or Arunachal Pradesh, which 1s doing 

commendable work. one can also make use of the early acco1)nts 

of British travellers and administrators about these tribes. 

Though' these early ·accounts are skatehy, they are: based on 

ftrst hand lmowledge and give us a h1a torical perspective 

about the- society and cu1ture of these tribes. ·It ileed3 to 

be emphasised, holJGver, that the region is 1nbab1te·d by 

2; major tribes and many more minor tribes living in moun­

tainous and inaccessible terrains, and the literature avail­
able cannot be considered t() be adequate for all the tribes 

nor·~hole the tribes• 

So far the physical setting, economic structures ·are 

concerned the literature available is extremely inadequate. 

There is no l:Jork giving detail account of the geological 

structure, physiography, drainage, climate, soils and natural 

vegetation of the region and. 1nformat1on.on these has to be 

called from works wh1cb deal either with the f1orth-Eastem 

Region· as a whole or with the Eastem Himalayas or what little 

information is available from the district gazetteers. 



, The position would seem to be even worst so far as 

the Economic structure is eoneemed. Since no land records 

are available one is completely in dark about the extent of 

agricultural land or the area under various C::l'Ops under 

geographical distribution. only some state level generalised 

data are available which have 11mi ted use and probably are 

of limited accuracy. The only dependable reference on 

economic a tructure is tbe "Techno-Econo!!lic Survey of NBF A" 

published by the National Council of Applied Economic 

Research and published in 1967. The limitations of this sur­

vey are however acknowledged in this book and fUrther tbe 

survey 1s now nearly twenty years old. A few articles have 

appeared recently 1n Arunachal News showing the recent deve­

lopments of the region. Besides 9 there are annual reports 

of the Agriculture, Industry, SUpply and Transport depart­

ments of the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. 

On mineral resources the material available 1s very 

meagre, as no detailed surveys for minerals have been done/ 

by the Geological survey of India. 

EVen \·71th these constraints on the availability of 

data and literary sources~ it has been attempted to present 

a broad picture of' the Regional Structures of Arunachal Pra­

desh under various subheads. A numbe!" of maps,- hnve also been 

prepared to bring out the various facets of the regional 

structures .. 



Even though the present references and data base 

are inSufficient fQr a proper understanding of· the regional 

structure of the territory. It is possible to make a syste­

matic studY of the broad patterns and problems 9 supplement­

ed to some extent by field study. 

The bibliography and data base study presented here, 

it is hoped at least bring together the relevant materials 

at one place under the appropriate heads, this may be used 

as the bases for further study of the region \-Jhieh is abso­

lutely necessary for its development. The development of 

Arunachal P1'adesh is at present hampered no less by lack of 

accurate knowledge and facts about its physical setting, 

economic resources and the people inhabiting its various 

parts, as by 1 ts mountainoust terrain and the general lack 

of transport and communication. And to this end the biblio­

graphy presented here may be considered to be a humble con­

tribution. 
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