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“A pessimist is a man who thinks
everybody is as nasty as himself.”
--- Henry David Thoreau
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The #NotlnMyName# campaign of June 28 whi

happened in several cities across India was trigg
by a Facebook post of one person. Delhi-bg
documentary film maker Saba Dewan's Facel
post on Saturday last, exactly a week ago r
"Shouldn't there be protests against the lynch
especially after the murder yesterday in Delhi N
by a mob of a 16 year old Muslim boy? If not n
then when? Why wait for political formations
organize a demonstration? Why can't all of u
citizens repulsed by the violence get togethe
protest at the earliest next week at Jantar Mg
under the banner - Not in my Name.

Dewan's post convinced thousands of peop
stage similar marches at Kolkata, Hyderah
Thiruvananthapuram and Bangalore. Ever
Guwahati, like-minded people representing diffe
organisations met and supported the campaign
silent protest with powerful placards forced Pri
Minister Modi on Thursday to condemn the killi
of people suspected to be eating or storing beg
gau- rakshaks (cow saviours ). But even while
Prime Minister was exhorting the gau rakshak
abstain from these ghastly killings, another m
trader, Alimuddin Ansari succumbed to injuries a

being assaulted by at least 10 men who interce

his van carrying cattle meat in Ramgarh district
Ranchi. The van was set aflame even while the vi
was lynched in full public view, many of who
recorded the event on their phone cameras. W\
Ramgarh Police claim that the attack was linked
dispute the trader had with the group, which
been extorting money from him over a period of ti
the fact remains, that another person selling bee
lost his life. The cow is becoming a prime reasor|
the series of lynchings taking place in this coun]
Social media has become a powerful medium -
a moral imperative for bringing together peopls
who share a common concern at the targeted kil
that have become a pattern in this country. Pt
Minister Modi needs to address this sense of dis
that is gripping the nation since he took over the 1
of governance in 2014.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

5 policemen among 20 killed in
Bodo violence

At least twenty people on the same day, repor,
including five policemen and said. The extremists alg
a home guard were killed anckidnapped three fron
16 others injured in the Saluguri area of the distric

escalated violence Gyt not to legislate

unleashed by Bodos in )
Kokrajhar districtof Assam popula’uon control
Minister of State for

in the past fortyeight hours
official reports said today. Health Ms. Saroj Khapard
today ruled out legislatin

Four policemen were killed
on the spot and eight Othegspopulation control since th
country's family welfare

seriously injured when th
Bodo extremists detonated abrogramme was bein
promoted on a purel

powerful bomb on the
Bahalpur Kokrajhar road laStvquntary basis
Intervening in the

night damaging completely a

police vehicle. The police i< | ssion in the Rajy

party was on a routine patrol.g 2 on the working of t
Ministry of Health and

reports said. The injured
policemen were admitted toFamin Welfare, Ms.
Khaparde said th

the hospital.
government was keen @

Earlier, seven extremists
were Kkilled in a heavy ; .

making population control
people's movement.

security forces at Nilgar-

| Read between the US lines
fIndia-US relations in the age

ShOW me the MOney of Trump are becoming more

.« transactional, less strategic

e

Business and economic
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were recovered by police,S€Ns€ ~ 0of = responsibleshould have to be acceptedven around the globe to Name withheld on WE. (¢ poorest ha |5qusueeze O ea e IFI 'sgguntrieso Ate;he enrtljegf t?\le
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GST hard on
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place of birth etc., Why || uor on But what India needs now|Letters to the Editor must have Sa',ahl}dd'n' th,e H'ZbUIpower itself. (Courtesy
eshould a boy of 16 years of q is not a GST regime which is|  the full name, address and || Mujahideen chief, as anjygian Express)
ahge be killed in the train in h|ghway just another avatar of| contact number of the writer, thrnatlonaI therrorlsht IS The writer is a former
ghe state of Haryana just indirect tax but a direct tax| even if they are sent by email. || WEICOME aS IS the ratchetingq ejgn secretary. He is

up of pressure on Pakistal
on the issue of cross-bord
terrorism. The formulation

because he is a Muslim?
5 Remember we are all Indians

Turrently senior fellow and

regime that has helped many only letters with the requisite !
€member of the governing

Editor, countries become| details will be published.

Ghanasham Rai at Salugurdiseases in the country.

Shoard of CPR

irrespective of caste and The reportin your paperdeveloped economies. Th
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An American dream in flux

Change in US political climate could derail Indian students’ American dreams. Uliana Paviova,
Carolina Vargas, Shuya Zheng, Souvik Ghosh and Adit Majumder report from India & USA

fter living with his parents

for 24 years, Sai Kumar

Kovouri decided to give up

his life in India for a

chance at the American
dream. His plan? Get a master’s degree
in computer science at the University of
Missouri, then hopefully land a great tech
job in California.

Now he worries a drastic change in the
American political climate could derail
his dreams.

Since President Donald Trump took
office this year, Indian tech students in
America — and Indians at home hoping
to join them — are worrying new “Amer-
ica First” immigration policies may affect
their futures.

“I haven’t planned what I’m going to
do in two years after my graduation, be-
cause the situation here is not like be-
fore,” Kovouri said. “And even
employers are not coming forward to
give us jobs. I’'m completely confused
right now.”

In order to work in the US, educated
foreigners must get a type of temporary
work visa called an H-1B. This has long
been a ticket to America for Indian stu-
dents. Indian nationals working in the
tech sector are the largest recipients; al-
most 70 percent of H-1B visas were
granted to Indians in 2015, according to
estimates by Bloomberg.

But on April 18, Trump signed a “Buy
American, Hire American” executive
order that promises to switch these visas
from a random lottery system to one that
gives preference to those with the highest
level of skills or the highest pay. The
order says it will “protect the interest of
the United States workers in the admin-
istration of our immigration system...”

It’s unclear exactly who qualifies as a
high-skilled worker under the order. But
no doubt it will be harder for foreigners
to find jobs because employers will have
to prove they can’t find Americans with
equivalent sets of skills.

Daniel Costa, director of immigration
law and policy research at the Economic
Policy Institute, said he thinks the Trump
administration will prioritise visas based
on the highest wage, but doesn’t know if
the type or location of a job will be con-
sidered.

“Taken into context of everything that
the Trump administration has said and
done, in terms of how they criminalized
immigrants, it is hard for me to believe
that they will do anything” that helps for-
eign workers over the long run, Costa
said.

Ticket to an American job

Each year, the US gives out around
65,000 work visas. The H-1B programme
was designed as a transitional stage be-
tween temporary employment and per-
manent residency. An employer may
chose to apply for a green card for the
worker, but getting one can take as long
as 10-12 years depending on the worker’s
home country. Workers from India and
China tend to wait the longest because
they get the most applications.

Indian IT outsourcing companies take
the most H-1B recipients, paying them a
lower wage than they would American
workers. In some cases, an H-1B worker

n

Number of Indian Students in the U.S. from 2000/01 - 2015/16

2000/01
2001/02
2002/03
2003/04
2004/05
2005/06
2006/07
2007/08
2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
2012/13
2013/14
2014/15
2015/16

54,664
66,836
74,603
79,736
80,466
76,503
83,833
94,563
103,260
104,897
103,895
100,270
96,754
102,673

-

(topJ) Tl;e engineering library in the

University of Missouri, Columbia; and
Sai Kumar Kovouri (left) and R.R Bala-
jiveeraragavan work on their projects

132,888

165,918

is 40 percent cheaper than an American.

H-1B workers declined comment for
this story, saying they were afraid of the
consequences of speaking publicly. If an
employer decides to fire an H-1B worker,
the worker can immediately be deported.

“(A) more fair system would be for a
worker to petition for themselves for a
green card,” Costa said. “(An) employer
can control the worker and make sure
they don’t complain because they don’t
want to get fired and lose their permanent
residency.”

But Mary Lacity sees another side of
the coin. “Indian companies are global—
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Source: Institute of International Education

they hire many Americans,” said Lacity,
a professor of information systems at the
University of Missouri who researches
global IT services. “In turn, U.S. compa-
nies hire (a lot of) global talent, including
professionals from India.”

Changing the equation

Kovouri is following a long tradition
of Indians pursuing education and jobs in
the United States. According to the In-
dian Students Mobility Report, about
150,000 students a year say goodbye to
their loved ones in India in the hopes of

making a better life for themselves in
America. U.S. universities and compa-
nies, in turn, gain tuition and talent.

But policy changes and anti-immigrant
sentiment threaten to change the equa-
tion.

Open Doors 2016, a report by the non-
profit Institute of International Education,
indicates that students from India and
China make up 47 percent of interna-
tional student enrollment in the US. Ac-
cording to a recent survey, by the
non-profit Advancing Global Higher Ed-
ucation, 26 percent of institutions re-
ported declines in undergraduate Indian

Love for motherland

hile some Indian students long
to go to America to pursue en-
gineering degrees, others are perfectly
fine staying and studying in India.
Anirban Sarkar is one of them.
He’s studying engineering in Ja-
davpur University in Kolkata.
Unlike many of his peers, Sarkar is
not wooed by the United States or
American education.

“I think what Trump did will affect
U.S. more than India because Indian
engineers are more efficient than
American ones,” Sarkar said. “Indian
engineers can work anywhere.”

Sarkar currently works at Accen-
ture India and does not plan on com-
ing to the States anytime soon.

He has plenty of role models in his
own country. Neeraj Krishna is a
great example that you don’t have to

applications and 15 percent reported de-
clines in graduate Indian applications.

One of the most frequently cited con-
cerns from international students and
their families is a perceived rise in stu-
dent visas denials, especially for students
from China, India and Nepal. Students
and families are also concerned about
having fewer employment opportunities
after graduation and living amid a politi-
cal climate less welcoming of foreigners.
They fear Trump’s recent travel ban may
expand to include more countries, mak-
ing it tougher to get in and out of the US.
And they fear possible changes to student
visa rules down the road.

Family concerns about safety are an-
other big deterrent for students. News
headlines about protests and racism-fu-
eled shootings strike fear in Indian par-
ents.

“My parents are a little worried after
the new immigration (policies) have been
introduced and the shootings that have
been happening,” Kovouri said. “They
ask me every day if I am safe.”

Kovouri hasn’t personally experienced
violence or racism, but understands that
news such as the recent shootings of two
Indian men at a Kansas bar can be scary
when a child is halfway around the
world.

Neeraj Krishna of West Bengal, India,
vice president of marketing an Aiwa
India, has a lot of friends currently in the
United States who share similar concerns
with him.

“Not only (about the) shooting, but
also about verbal abuses,” said Krishna,
who is an alumnus of India’s prestigious
IIT Kharagpur.“At the same time, I think
it is not such a huge problem that it may
stop a large number of people from going
to U.S. but definitely few people would
restrict themselves.”

Standing to lose

Indians who decide not to pursue edu-
cation in the U.S. could lose out on some-
thing that’s much harder to get in their
home country, Krishna said — exposure
to practical work experience.

leave India to be successful. Krishna
received his bachelor’s and master's
degrees in Mechanical Engineering
from IIT Kharagpur. While still at col-
lege, he started his first venture,
which has generated exponential rev-
enue growth since then, with multiple
Fortune 500 companies as clients.

In the beginning of 2016, he started
Kolkata Ventures, the largest network
of startups and entrepreneurs in East
India. Currently, he is the VP Market-
ing of Aiwa India.

“Since I was doing my startup
here,” Krishna said, “...I thought to
stay back because I felt opportunities
will be much more in India 10 years
down the line if I would be in the
commercialized sector, instead of
doing a PhD in (the) U.S.”

(IBNS-TWF)

“The research and everything is much
more practical in US, so it gives people a
great experience there,” he said.

In the workplace, this translates into a
lifelong advantage, whether they stay in
the US or return to India.

Universities and companies also stand
to lose out if fewer Indians seek technical
educations in America.

At the University of Missouri alone,
international students make up about 21
percent of graduate student enrollment
and nearly 7 percent of the total student
population. They provide an important
source of revenue for the school that
could be threatened if fewer international
students decide to pursue higher educa-
tion in the States.

International students are usually
charged full tuition and are even some-
times expected to stay on campus dorms.
These students are also circulating money
into the economy through purchases,
travel, and other expenses associated
with living in the U.S. In 2014-15, Miz-
zou’s international students pumped $72
million into thelocal economy.

Indian information-technology out-
sourcing firms like Tata Consultancy
Services, Wipro Ltd., andand Cognizant
Technology also stand to lose. These
companies tend to hire Indian citizens on
work visas, train them and rotate them
back to India, keeping their costs low be-
cause the average pay is lower than in
some American tech giants like Google
and Microsoft.

Trump’s new executive order may dis-
rupt this strategy, since it will become
more expensive to sponsor H-1B visas
without offering higher pay.

But while concern persists for compa-
nies, universities and students, the future
remains unclear. Mizzou engineering
grad student Rajesh Raghavan Bala-
jiveeraragavan is one young Indian deter-
mined to make the best out of the
situation — by hanging tight for now.

“I follow what is happening with
Trump very closely,” he said. “But at the
same time, I try not to let it affect me be-
cause it is what it is and I can’t make any
change about it.” (/BNS-TWF)

Hard lives of irony sufferers

Not just regular teaching

The process went through unchal-
lenged. I’'m sure court staff were
mightily amused, although the man’s
family probably spent a lot of time
with hands down sofa cracks look-
ing for cash.

These reports reminded me of a
story I covered as a travel journalist
in the 1990s. The pilot of a passen-
ger plane found an unlabeled button

plane.

Just a thought: Maybe curious
people who press random buttons
for experimental reasons might not
be ideal pilot material? “This is your
captain speaking. Please return to
your seats and put on your seatbelts
as I want to try something, yeah,
baby.”

I once asked a famously irrespon-
sible friend who was always in
trouble how he could take such
huge risks, and he replied: “Be-
cause one day the Earth will be
sucked into the sun and humanity
will disappear forever.”

It was a brilliant answer, and one
I’ve used often. But it doesn’t work
on traffic police. I know that now.

The key to good sarcasm, of

By Ranjan K Baruah

efore publishing about NDA exam
B in the last edition, we had published

career options related to education.
We are publishing more information on ed-
ucation as a career. Some of the areas where
one might get employment apart from reg-
ular teaching are as follows:

Curriculum Developer: Schools and
textbook companies hire individuals with a
Masters in Education
to assist in the research
and development of
curriculum. This may
be in different lan-
guages. These days,
there are options in
creating digital con-

coming popular.

Child Care: The knowledge and skills
obtained with an MA/ M.Ed. will greatly
equip you to provide leadership and support
to children, teachers, and families of a devel-
opmentally appropriate child care pro-
gramme. One may be working in the
government sector or non-governmental sec-
tor when they are engaged with child care.

Educational Consultant: Many private
schools hire consultants with Masters in Ed-
ucation for classroom
design and management,
increased parent in-
volvement, fund-raising
and motivating staff.

Counsellors: Aca-
demic counselling or
career counselling is re-

viduals who teach and supervise students
with diagnosed emotional or physical im-
pairment. They are the teachers who help
prepare, implement and assess Individu-
alised Education Programs. They may cre-
ate specialized curriculum to meet the
student’s requirements.

Managing NGOs: NGOs which are fo-
cused on educational development needs
qualified people and aspirants from educa-
tion background may be part of similar
NGOPs or other civil society organisations.

Like MA in education we also hear about
B Ed and M Ed. Well, B Ed course can be
pursued after graduation. It prepares teach-
ers for upper primary or middle level, sec-
ondary and senior secondary classes at the
school level according to the National
Council of Teacher Education (NCTE). It is

raffic police stopped a friend

I of mine and asked: “Is this

your car, sir?” The driver, a

cheery man suffering from advanced
irony, replied: “No, I stole it!”

Bad idea. It took him two hours to
convince them that he’d had congen-
ital sarcasm all his life.

As a fellow sufferer, I concur that
this is one scary disease. When ap-
plying for a US visa, I had to fill in
a form asking whether I “intended
to commit terrorist acts” while on
US soil. (Not a joke, this is actually
what the form asks).

It is Virtually Impossible for
chronic irony sufferers not to an-
swer “yes” to such a question.
Luckily, I was stopped by my com-
panion as my spouse no longer al-
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lows me out of the house course, is keeping a straight face. tents too. quired for students and  usually a one-year course that can be pur-
unsupervised. S I D E The day before writing this, an im- Trainer/Motiva- one may become coun-  sued only after a Bachelor’s degree. Simi-

Yet it seems to me that people in patient co-worker pressed the lift tor: Corporations pre- selors after completing larly one may think of M Ed after
general are highly experimental call button twice. I told him: “If you fer to higher course in Education. completing B Ed course. B Ed degree can

Career counseling and
life skills have become
3 important since school
EducathHNII days which bring op-
portunity for trained,

motivated and committed young people.
Educational Policy Developer: The
government is interested in hiring candi-
dates with Masters in Education to develop,
revise and promote educational policies.
This is important in countries like India and
hence there are possibilities for young peo-

ple to be into policy development.

Special Education Teachers: Special
education teachers are highly trained indi-

be matched to a variety of career options
other than just school teaching.

Students may also go for higher educa-
tion like MPhil or PhD in education. Every
one may not get job immediately. What we
need is to think like ‘edupreneurs’ and plan
ahead to be in the industry or in the sector.
One must be well-trained and it is good to
have exposure of the current scenario. It is
important to be technologically sound.

individuals with Mas-
ters in Education who
are highly skilled to
train and motivate em-
ployees. Training and
motivation are part of many companies to
achieve more targets and business and
hence they also contribute towards training.
Aspirants must be well-skilled to be suc-
cessful as trainer or motivator.

Tutor: Tutoring can be a very flexible
and lucrative career option with a Masters
in Education degree. This can be teaching
directly or may be through online mode.
Online mode of tutoring is new and is be-

these days, taking risks at big and
small scales, just to see what hap-
pens.

My daughter told me about a guy
who went to a hi-tech burger shop
and asked the order-taking com-
puter for a cheeseburger with no
meat, no bun, no pickles, no salad
and no sauce. Result: it gave him a
thin square slice of cheese.

The same week, a reader told me
about a judge in the United States
who set bail for a run-of-the-mill ar-
restee at $4 billion just to see what
would happen.

press it three times, it goes into
hurry mode.” He gave me a suspi-
cious glance — but he pressed it a
third time. Score.

Tip: Sometimes you do some-
thing and get “Thanks a lot” in
reply, and you don’t actually know

if the respondent is expressing grat-
itude or being sarcastic. Simply nod
and reply with an equally ambiguous
phrase: “Yeah, right.”

Nury
Vittachi

in the cockpit and pressed it to see
what would happen. Nothing, as far
as he could tell. But it sent a secret
signal to his destination, Manila’s in-
ternational airport, saying that sky-
jackers had taken over the flight. The
pilot landed to find the army waiting
with heavy weaponry pointed at the

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or 9864055558 for
any career related queries)

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based
frequent traveller. Send ideas and
comments via his Facebook page)
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Naga

group
releases

new album

biogenesis, the Howey music band
Afrom Nagaland, has come up with
its latest single ‘Up on the Moun-
tains’. The album was globally released on
June 25 through Songdew Music Label and
is now available on all major digital stores.

The starting line ‘Ororo’ is an Ao-Naga
exclamation to draw attention or cheer.
Tikzik, the new bamboo percussion with
multiple sounds, is played in the beginning
and between breaks and the Bamhum, the
unique wind bamboo musical instrument,
is played before the guitar solo. Both
Tikzik and Bamhum are invented by Abio-
genesis band member Moa Subong.

Moa has also received the national
award for his unique creation of Bamhum
and is planning to produce it in bulk with
help from the central government.

The audio of the new album is recorded
and mastered by Moa Subong at Abiogen-
esis Centre for Performing Arts and Crafts
and edited and mixed by Sosang at Music
Bakery, Dimapur.

The song is available at
https://songdew.com/fresh/songdew/up-on-
the-mountains/124. The music video was
also aired at the newly launched Songdew
Satellite Music TV. Besides the band, the
music video also features cultural dance by
Kuyingong Cultural Society, Dimapur, and
couple Alex Murry and Marjo.

It is a collaboration of various produc-
tion houses and videographers from Dima-
pur like Tinted Lights Studio, Menang
Jamir, Abiogenesis Films, Akum Aier and
Supong Al and directed by Arenla Subong.

ifegenesis

dio City, O Defhl, Soded Plunge, Pop Wrasped,
Gy Allay, Commearry, SBETR Firal Sul

‘Focus on India’s luxe buyers’

By Suman Das

Journalist-actor-corporate communi-
cation professional Mahul Brahma's
maiden book Decoding Luxe is on lux-
ury brands, exploring their various
facets. Brahma is a luxury commentator
and columnist who heads corporate
communications and branding for Tata
Group company mjunction. A former
Jjournalist, he also dabbles in acting with
his debut film screened at Cannes Film
Festival. As the realms of luxury and af-
fordability fuse with common people,
Mahul’s book takes a strategic, behav-
ioural, historical, experiential, demo-
graphical, psychological, dynamic,
mechanical and also a philosophical
look at what constitutes luxe or dazzle.

The book is meant for all stakeholders
of luxury brands — owner, custodian,
retailer, connoisseur as well as student
— helping them understand and formu-
late, with a historical perspective, an ef-
fective  strategy  for  conceiving,
positioning, placing, promoting and
pricing these luxury products.

What does luxury mean to you?
What is luxury? No matter how obvious
the question might seem, it demands
some contemplation. What does luxury
mean to you? Expensive? Exorbitant?
Unaffordable? The word luxury has its
origin in ‘luxe’, which means ‘dazzle’.
So technically, anything that dazzles you
is luxury and it is this dazzle that com-
mands the premium. Whether you call
that dazzle ‘brand equity’ or ‘razzle daz-
zle’ is completely your call.

Why a book on luxury?
Unfortunately, the literature on luxury is
very limited, globally, and writers have
mostly focused on cataloguing luxury
products and showcasing them. There
was an urgent need to narrate a wonder-
ful tale of luxe -- capturing this wonder-
ful dazzle in a holistic way, unveiling its
various facets. My columns for The
Economic Times — ET Retail have been
a great avenue for narrating the untold
luxury story. Whether you can afford it
or not, you can always appreciate it.
However, through my columns I was not
able to paint a holistic, all-encompassing
picture of luxe. I felt the need to pen a
book that captures the essence of luxury
and its long-standing romance with
India. This book is a result of that quest
on which I had embarked on, two
decades ago. It has been a great adven-
ture and I want more and more people to
set sail.

How is Decoding Luxe different from
other books in this genre?
Decoding Luxe essentially explores var-

ious facets of luxury brands, which used
to be a niche market, but only till some
time back. As the realms of luxury and
affordability fuse with common people,
this book takes a strategic, behavioural,
historical, experiential, demographical,
psychological, dynamic, mechanical,
and also a philosophical look at what
constitutes luxe or dazzle.

It is a bible for all stakeholders of
luxury brands — owner, custodian, re-
tailer, connoisseur as well as student —
helping them understand and formulate,
with a historical perspective, an effec-
tive strategy for conceiving, positioning,
placing, promoting and pricing these
luxury products.However, this book is
not at all about product reviews, which
is what is largely considered as luxury
writing in India and abroad. This book
will not tell you what to buy and from
where to buy it. No! This isn’t a cata-
logue of luxury goods and boutiques.
Decoding Luxe takes you on a quest
through dreams, aspirations, contradic-
tions, myths, royalty, and realities that
shroud this very mysterious element
called luxury.

You have written that luxury is rela-
tive. Can you elaborate on that?
Luxury is relative. The luxe quotient and
luxe factor (measures that I have created
to measure this dazzle) are fundamen-
tally relative. However, what dazzles
you may not dazzle me. Also the degree
of dazzle becomes a key differentiator.

Let me elaborate with a few Indian
examples the degree to which the razzle-
dazzle differs. I drool over a Cartier Pan-
there ring, or a Louis Vuitton
hot-stamped trunk. For me that is luxury.
However, making an apple to apple
comparison, my dazzle just seems lack-
ing any lustre when we look at the way
the Richie Riches of our ‘Great Nation
of the poor” have dabbled in luxury: be
it the Maharaja of Patiala Bhupinder
Singh’s Cartier crown with 234.69 carat
De Beers diamond or Maharaja of
Jammu and Kashmir Hari Singh’s cus-
tomised 30 Louis Vuitton trunks, one of
which is still on display at one of the LV
stores.

You have said that the e-commerce in
luxury will not work. Why so?
The reason behind the success of e-com-
merce in India is our love for price-sen-
sitivity. We love discounts, we love
value for our money. The entire machin-
ery of e-commerce or e-retail runs on
unrealistic deals and discounts.And this
is where the meeting of hearts between
ecommerce and luxury doesn’t happen.
So let us understand the premises on
which luxury buying is based in India.
Luxe is a purely experiential phe-

nomenon as it is heavily dependent on
how your senses perceive something. If
your senses feel dazzled, you are con-
vinced to shell out that premium for a
luxury brand.The entire shopping expe-
rience wherein you try a great pair of
shoes or a lovely shirt and look at the
mirror and then decide whether you
should buy it or try another one can’t
ever be replicated by an image of the
same product, even with a 360 degree
view. It is next to impossible to excite
and convince our senses via a laptop, tab
or mobile screen.

And that is why the ecommerce com-
panies try the same strategy of heavy
discounts that they try for premium
products. Unfortunately, this story of
crazy discounts opens another can of
worms -- the world of luxury counter-
feits that are sold online.

When you are paying a hefty pre-
mium for a luxury purchase you are pay-
ing for the experience. You walk into a
luxury boutique, the way you are
greeted with a smile and offered a spe-
cial treatment from the word go, it is
bound to make you feel good and spe-
cial. The boutique manager will make
you realise that you are almost on the
verge of entering an exclusive and elite
club with an amazing history and legacy
-- it is just a purchase away. Then your
senses, which are already feeling spe-
cial, actually experiences the goods feel
more special. For example, the latest
Omega watch that James Bond is sport-
ing in “Spectre” is on your wrist. How

can you not feel elated? You have al-
ready “bonded” with that timepiece. You
just know this is the one.

I was quite intrigued by the chapter
on luxury counterfeits. Do you think
it is growing market? Do you really
online presence has helped counterfeit
market grow?

Growing at a compounded annual
growth rate of almost 40-45 per cent, the
counterfeit luxury products market in
India is likely to more than double to Rs
5,600 crore from the current level of
about Rs 2,500 crore. A reason why the
market of luxury fakes is growing at
such a fast pace is the advent of e-com-
merce platforms selling them at lucra-
tive prices. Web shopping portals
account for over 25 per cent of the fake
luxury goods market in India.The size of
counterfeit luxury industry in India is
currently about 5 per cent of the overall
market size of India’s luxury industry
which currently is worth over $14 bil-
lion. With a share of about 7 per cent,
fake luxury products account for over
$22 billion of the global luxury industry
worth about $320 billion.

Luxury counterfeits are not a new
phenomenon, but with technological ad-
vances and sophisticated new ways to
reach consumers, the business is in-
creasing rapidly. Historically, luxury
counterfeits were often shipped in large
cargo containers and passed through nu-
merous middlemen before reaching the
final consumers. However, now counter-

feit sellers set up online presences on
auction or marketplace sites and ship
luxury counterfeits directly to con-
sumers. They also use the internet and
social media tools to generate web traf-
fic and to divert consumers to rogue e-
commerce websites selling their goods
which often have the same look and feel
as the brand owner’s site.

Can you share with our readers a lit-
tle on the two measures of luxury that
you have coined?

Luxury is all about the dazzle. And daz-
zle is all about perception. So, there is
no universal ‘Luxe Quotient’ or ‘Luxe
Factor’, as I will like to name them.Luxe
Quotient or LQ is a unique measure for
capturing the longing and desire for a
luxury brand. It has the ability to capture
the relative dazzle factor between two or
more comparable brands from the per-
spective of a customer. The difference in
dazzle is captured by Luxe Factor. This
is from the perspective of the brand to-
wards the customer. So it will be the
same brand and different customers and
their dazzle factors.

What do you think is the future of lux-
ury in India?

With the ebbing Chinese luxury story,
most luxury goods providers — including
world’s biggest luxury group LVMH
(Moét Hennessy Louis Vuitton SE) —are
shifting focus to the growing luxury
consumer base in India, which is poised
to grow at 25% from 2013 till 2018, and
is likely to touch $18-billion mark from
the ongoing level of $14 billion.

You are a communicator with a Tata
group company, you have acted in a
film that was screened at Cannes Film
Festival, you are doing your PhD,
where did you get time to write?

I have been a journalist for over a
decade, writing is my passion. So I al-
ways have time for writing. Writing a
book, however, has been a different ball-
game altogether. | was a great experi-
ence, especially when it is on a topic that
I love — luxury. God has been kind and
so I have got opportunities to do things
that I love. Cannes Film Festival has
been a great experience. My second
movie will be out later this year. Need
your wishes. My role as Head of Corpo-
rate Communications and Branding for
mjunction, a Tata group company, has
been a learning experience for me. As
the brand custodian of the largest B2B
e-commerce company in India, it is a
challenge that I look forward to embrac-
ing every morning. (TWF)

(Brahma can be reached on his Twit-
ter handle @mahulbrahma)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, July 2,2017

Moon square Mercury on your solar return chart indicates a mixed year. In
order to avoid feeling stuck or suffocated, it is advised to express yourself with
a class that stimulates your artistic side. You possess a natural psychic gift, and
you'll be encouraged to explore it more this year. However, in order to break
through any blocks you encounter at work, you'll have fo speak up and ask for
what you want, rather than waiting for someone to notice you're unhappy. Your
most intimate relationship can help you to discover more about yourself this
year, as you're encouraged fo share on a deeper and more trusting level.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You will take action, plan ahead and seize opportunities. You
would eagerly throw yourself into learning and gathering infor-
mation. A travel, publishing, creative, or educational opportunity

falls into your lap. Personal relationships are in focus. A tussle
between time spent with loved one or children, and time spent
with friends or group activities, is likely to pull you in different

directions. Your responsibilities might interfere with your social
life. Responsibilities on the home front are likely to conflict with
career matters, A career or reputation matter also needs atten-
tion. You would be able fo find a way 1o strike a balance between
self-gratification and the obligations of daily life.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

™

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

This is an excellent phase for budget-making, asking for a raise,
and discovering new ways to boost your income. You would
organize your personal finances. It's an excellent time to present
your ideas, state your case and get up to date with your emails,
phone calls and communication. Career offers come now, and
money owed fo you could also arrive suddenly. A balanced
approach to life, in terms of realistic expectations, is the best
approach for maximizing success. You benefit from being more
decisive than usual, and your ability to concenirate and focus
help you to achieve what you set out to do in domestic and
professional life during the coming phase.

This planetary configuration is an excellent combination for
negotiations, marriage, and business parinerships. Expansion,

energies now.

S

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
You are likely to be actively involved with teamwork and collaboration
with others. You are taking on new responsibilities, but generally
enjoy the challenges. Concerns about your career, work, long-term
goals and life direction, reputation and public image, and profes-
sional issues arise now. This is a good time for peaceful meditation
and spiritual renewal. You are more perceptive and sensitive and
easily affected by what is going on in your environment, particularly
the feelings and emotional currents of the people around you. Being
at home or in a comfortable, supportive atmosphere feels best.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
This period brings good financial retums. Your desire for comfort,
security and privacy is stronger now and spending some quality time
with your family or by yourself at home is safisfying. You will get
yourself organized, work to build your resources and keep busy.
Channeled positively, you could move mountains when it comes to
pushing your projects ahead. If mishandled, however, you could be
argumentative, stressed, and hell-bent on having your way. Avoid
taking extreme measures to make things happen your way, and
avoid people who might be doing same. Also, sharing and comparing
your spiritual, religious, or philosophical interests with a friend or
loved one may open up a whole new dimension of your relationship.
Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
New horizons in your romantic and love life open up. You may also
wish to enhance your personal appearance in some way, such as
getting a new hair style or purchasing clothing, cosmetics, and the
like. Social gatherings are also very positive for you now. You also
tend to spend money on impulse or whim, especially on something

new beginnings and fresh energy. Disputes over shared resources,
joint finances, or anything which you hold in common with another
are more likely and you are prone to impulsiveness and recklessness
regarding such matters. It would be much better for you to go solo
right now rather than attempt a cooperative endeavor. Your health
and vitality are quite good, and you need physical outlets for your

F

economic, social and political. But this
movement for equality of the sexes has
lately become synonymous with man-hat-
ing or “feminazis”as they call it. It’s the
equality between men and women and
does not in any way suggest superiority of
one sex over the other. A few months ago,
I began questioning the real idea of femi-
nism and did not realise that I too am a
feminist.

Being labelled a feminist is almost in-
sulting to some. Feminism has become an
unpopular word and we need to change
that notion. Whenever a woman’s expres-
sion is seen as too strong or too aggres-
sive, isolating or anti-men, she is seen as
rather unattractive and unabashed. But this
myth that feminism is anti-men is just that,
a myth. It is not anti-men but anti-patri-
archy and we are still clarifying people
about it even today.

I would like to take for instance the
feminist movement in 1992 by rural
women in Andhra Pradesh known as the

Be a feminist, not feminazi

eminism by definition is the belief
that men and women should have
equal rights and opportunities —

Many are in awe of this utopic society in the far
NE where women are heads of households and
they're seen as equals. But I'm afraid to say that
has changed and | am a witness to that change

confidence, and hopefulness are keywords at this time. People
are bound to recognize your leadership skills and talents. It is a
friendly time, when it is easy to enjoy life and the company of other
people. Focus is on personal freedom, reaching out to others,
making new friends and exploration. A new project begun has a
good chance of being successful and long-lasting. You are more
enthusiastic and ready for adventure. You have to get yourself
organized, work to build your resources and keep busy. A loved
one is paying a lot of attention to you, and it feels fabulous.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

The position of stars indicates that you are feeling good about
yourself and confident about your future. You're more likely to
enjoy your increased exposure and recognition on a profes-

sional level. Increased responsibilities continue to be an issue in
your life, but you feel more in control. The way you present your

that has more emotional appeal than practical value. You might enjoy
favourable outcomes when it comes to legal affairs, education, and
travel. This is a sociable, and perhaps self-indulgent, time when the
pursuit of pleasure is one of your high priorities. At this time you are
inclined to invest your time and money into making your environment

Anti-Arrack Movement (against the sale
of cheap liquor) as a sign that feminism
has been present in patriarchal India for
quite some time but was never given the
chance to explode into a full movement.

We need feminism now more than ever.
The crimes against women are rising and
women still have not received the respect
we deserve in this country.

I would like to take the example of the
matriarchal society that I belong to. Many
are in awe of this utopic society in the far
North East where women are heads of
households and they are seen as equals.
But I’'m afraid to say that has changed and
I am a witness to that change.

Crimes against women in the North
East are increasing manifold and a rape, a
molestation or a kidnapping or even mur-
ders, occurs every day in my own state.
Men have taken for granted the role of a
woman and have become, dare [ say, lazy.
A friend who visited the state once insight-
fully mentioned “for a state that prides it-
self on its matriarchy, the women seem to
be doing a lot of the work™ and it was then
that I knew all we had was just the sur-
names and the property rights, but with the
elements of patriarchy embedded in it.

However, it’s not everyone yes, there
are families where males and females are
equals and it is then that a generation of

to all the women and men here that if we
are not advocating for those whose reali-
ties do not look or feel like our own then
we are unequivocally a part of the prob-
lem. We too become bearers and witnesses
to the patriarchy and the misogyny, we are
imprisoned by the gender stereotypes.

We need to perceive gender as one in-
stead of a set of two opposing ideals. We
can all spread the true ideals of feminism
so we can be free from prejudice and be
freer with one another.

Feminism shows everybody as equal. It
is literally about allowing a woman to
stand next to a woman equally rather than
depicting them as beneath a man’s feet
making them inferior, as it has been per-
ceived in many generations. If not now,
when? If you believe in equality then you
are an inadvertent feminist and for this I
applaud you.

children are taught from their homes what
equality is and why is needed. A quote by
Angela Davis “I am no longer accepting
the things I cannot change. I am changing
the things I cannot accept” is what I live
by to get through the patriarchy.

Males are usually excluded from the
conversations about feminism but how can
we ever make a change if the other half is
not inclusive in the journey? Gender
equality is a man’s issue too. There is no
such thing as a single-issue struggle be-
cause we do not lead single-issue lives.

There are a lot of feminists out there,
men included.

I will not say male feminists because
you are a feminist. In fact, I believe every-
one should be a feminist. It is only then
that we can achieve the equality and re-
spect between the sexes. When males and
females co-exist, on equal terms, is when
we can say that the feminist movement is
a success.

Smash the patriarchy is what a true fem-
inist would do. I would like to convey this

ideas, certainly helping to smooth over differences in your per-
sonal relationships. You are thinking more creatively and ex-
press yourself with more sensitivity, compassion and warmth. You
possess strong artistic sensitivity, and you are able to express
your feelings openly and candidly this week. You may visit rela-
tives and family friends. Meditation and inner focus lift you to
higher levels of consciousness.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

This is an outstanding period for work, money and career. This is
a time for growth and development. You are inspired and could
even inspire others with your words. The desire for action and

adventure may impel you to travel or to undertake a challenging
nterprise. You want your objectives to reflect what you're really
about, and you are likely to rid yourself of unsatisfying goals. A

sudden job opportunity or money and property matters could be
part of the financial gains. Surprises surrounding intimate mat-
ters, shared finances and resources and financial support may
be in store. Your physical activities tend to be more intense,
passionate and focused.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
As the planetary configuration brings unusualness and curiosity

in your relationships you feel they are more important to you now.
%‘ It's an excellent time for travel, hobbies, higher education, com-

more beautiful and comfortable.

a sense of satisfaction and security. You are a peacemaker since

harmony in your environment seems more important than ever. Lov-

loved ones, once you free yourself from being too dependent upon

them. At this fime it is easy for you to express yourself boldly and

or meet someone beautiful and charming through your work. Now is
also a good time to enhance your public standing and to create good

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
Domestic or family matters are emphasized by the planetary combina-
tion. You need not over-analyze personal relationships but rather
respond with your heart and deep feelings and a new understand-
ing and maturity with others around you at home and work. This is a
time for taking care of your possessions and personal belongings.
Simple activities such as washing your car, putting your home in
order, maintaining your yard, or attending to your wardrobe give you
ing relationships, giving and receiving affection, and attracting people
into your life who are good for you are very likely at this time.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

This phase brings mixed results. You feel more comfortable with the
way your relationships are right now. You seek out and receive
assurance from family, old friends and allies. Also, your emotions are
more intense and you may overreact to some encounter. You can
emerge from this period with more compassion and sensitivity toward
confidently.Concem over health, diet and nutrition, putting your life
in order, and self-improvement is also important this week.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

Your career, social standing, or reputation is favored at this time,
especially by making personal contact with superiors or by socializ-
ing and making friendly contacts at work. You may make a good friend
will with the public. Your desire for comfort, security, and privacy is
stronger now and spending some quality time with your family or by
yourself at home is satisfying. This is a time for going within to
replenish yourself in order to meet the challenges and stresses of
your usual activities. Domestic and family matters are emphasized at
this time.

VA

(Contributed by Alicia Bakor
Phanwar, Student, St Aloysius

munications, and leaming. You are instinctively starting a new College, Mangalore)

phase in vour life. It's time to dive vour life a makeover. a time of
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“Our truest life is when we are in our
dreams awake.”
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Grappling with GST
THE Goods and Services Tax (GST) launche
the NDA Government on July 1stis a brave atte
at introducing a transparent taxation regime wi
compliance is rewarded and evasion attract strin
penal action. The one nation, one tax slogan is [
received with mixed feelings by the busin
community. What is cleas that the ‘business 4
usual’ regime is over and so too the physical inter
between tax official and tax payers. The reductig
human interface automatically means a reductig

corruption. Before the GST, those manning the $

Tax Department literally lorded it over the large
small business owners and often harassed them
that all transactions and processes are digitized
be an era of non-intrusive administration. GST
also facilitate the taxpayers by prescribing grar
refund within 60 days, and provisional release g
per cent refund to exporters within 7 days. Any d
will result in payment of interest and the refund wa
be credited to the taxpayers account. Above all
envisaged that the GST would control profiteer
since neither the manufacturer nor the other by
down the line will be charged more than the presct

Relevance of the ADCs
In contemporary soclety

y bM?ecently there was a call
nﬁptthe leaders of the Khasi
ills Autonomous District

bylaws in the rural area
speak of MUDA as a kin

. . L of external agenc
&&incil (KHADC) and the an adverse remark on th&Volving with time? Take joy.,qing " in the tribal

dﬁlﬂitional heads to Council's way  of !anguage whichis part of the, o \what is MUDA?
trengthen or give moremaintaining their accountsCUlture for example, isn't it \ypa4is the purpose of tHe
gibger to the Councils but abut  not much  has {rue that the Khasi, Pnary,iing pylaws? MUDA
3§gction of society havehappened exceptVar, Maram, Bhoi languagejs the ‘state governme
Fd8manded that the ADCs bepunishment and transfer ofS_€volving with time? 54ency and bylaws afe
a@bolished altogethera few officers. Words or items that ourmeant” to regulate
because they believe the But the issue that irks drandparents used are n@gnstruction of houses
f@ﬁjnc”s are no |0ngeryoung people the most islonger pOpuIar now and it |Sconsidering the fact thag
er?vant. True, there is nothe recruitment process (of'0t part of the vocabularymeghalaya is  a

etter time to debate andin many cases the absenc@nymore. If the ADCs areearthquake prone are
DMdiiew on the relevance ofof any process) in thereally serious in their effortswhy is the KHADC acting
: Autonomous District appointment of employeest® Promote our local like a dog in a manger? Tt
ncils in a tribal area nowin the ADC. And even if l@anguage then how manylaw is meant to protect th
aadd the state of Meghalayainterview was called andMDCS still send their kids to people and the objective
l'ﬁs?‘vﬂassic case for Carryingjue process was f0||owedlstudy in the LP schools into prevent CataStrOph

is exercise. at the end of the day On|ywhich the medium of from happening in the

twillhe Sixth Schedule is anthe candidates who havdnstruction is Khasi or Garo?event of natural calamitie
Among the elites in The state governmer

instrument of  the the support of the MDC in _ / o - -
Mlbnstitution which was power are appointed. TheShillong, English is more hopes to achieve this go

dssigned to protect theJHADC was in the news aPopular than Khasi. They arédy implementing the law
Vierests of tribals when few days back for making More conversant in EnglishSo why is KHADC agains

f @0st of the tribal areas wereback doo intmentsthan in Khasi and of courselt?
ack coor apbotiiments, is fashionable to speak in The ADCs are nov

S

By H H Mohrmen j
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rt of the larger, compositeand then regularising the i ;
Eg&e of Assagm. But tri)ﬂngs$ame. 9 9 Englllsh. even amongst thdrecoming m]?rely .
Uidve changed now; we have Employment in the Khasis in Shillong. Even ourtémporary refuge fo

a. state of our own.JHADC has reachedG0d/gods now have e\,O|\,ed'untior_p(_)liticians; itdis like
tmgghajaya is a tribal statesaturation pOint; some havéNlth tlmef?nddtheyEprel:ferr]a raining grouna or

ere majority of the people even concluded that it is aPrayers oftered in Englis
r!%o live in the state aresinking ship because ofthan in Khasi or Pnar. Canmll:)ﬁ/léocgeﬁg\r?eeggel\gfl
WecEal tribals and almost all irregular appointments ikethe ~ADCs stop the

. . and they all aspire to one
lected representativeshis. ~ JHADC  now indigenous language fromg,. becyome MpLAS_ Giv

nt

Sthey

mt—l'
=

My bleeding
Indial

By Barnes Mawrie

Way back in 1992 the BJPin India taking the law into
tried to rally Hindu unity in their own hands and
India by targeting the victimizing minority groups
minority Muslims. They on issues related to beef etc,
came en masse to pull dowrspeaks badly about the law
stone by stone the Babriand order status in our
Masjid in Ayodhya. More country right now under the
than 2000 people most ofBJP. PM Modi has so far
whom were Muslims been silent about this issue
perished in that gruesomeand only recently did he
incident. Yet even today make a statement
many of those responsiblecondemning the incident of
for that criminal act are still mob violence. But we know
at large. The present avatathat it is only a diplomatic
of the BJP under PM Modi statement which probably

ehas resorted to yet anothedid not come from his

religious issue by which conviction about the evil of

try to further the act. A question that
consolidate Hindu votes bycomes to my mind right now
victimizing the minorities. is: is the BJP government
Today, the “sacred cow” really serious about ending
as become a politico-such atrocities perpetrated
religious issue by which by groups affiliated to

they have been winningthem? If so they should ban
elections in many statesreligious fundamentalists
including the recent one inbecause they are no
UP. No one would have different from terrorists. But

objected if such a religious| guess they would never do
belief is publicly professed it because there is a mutual
by them, but the fact that itunderstanding and support

springboard to prepare thes indirectly being imposed between them.

on members of other Killing persons in the
religious groups, hasname of a “cow” is such an
become a nightmare for theabominable act which would

country. The rise of cow make civilized people shock
vigilantes in the country is stricken. Where on earth do
synonymous to the rise ofwe hear animal life being

: 3 them a choice and they will
reg also tribal. So, therequired man power andgthemselves prefer to Spealf)pt to be MLAs tha

stion is how can therethere is no more space td=nglish to Khasi? DCs. Of late we hav

. e
] i Ikﬁ%ﬁne legislative assemblyemployed more than thedeclining when the people
taxes. Itis also expected to improve the ease of d

business in India in which the country scored \
poorly until now.

(6]
egue

¢ a threat to the peopleaccommodate the staff. The ADCs are supposety|so seen the confligt
when we already have aSome staff do not even havd0 protect land rights of thepetween the  Stat

Critics of the GST, and there are many, h
opined that countries that have implemented the
have seen those governments lose the next ele
If that be so, it can be said that the NDA Govern
has shown extreme courage to take the plunge d
knowing the consequences. The Congress pa
meanwhile taken the credit for initiating the GST.
guestion then is why did the Congress not bit
bullet when it had the mandate to rule the cou
In Shillong city, Friday evening witnessed a flur
activities in shops selling electronic and electr
gadgets even as the proprietors gave away ite
50% of the cost. This apparently was done be
taxes for all the items have been paid under th
regime and reformatting the taxes under GST w
require phenomenal accounting work. So the |
the goods remaining with the dealers on July 1

easier is for them to cope up with the process,

change is painful and as Finance Minister Arun J
says, there will be initial hiccups but these ca
corrected along the way. For the NDA Govern
the GST is a big leap of faith. For India it is
beginning of a new post-independence era.

state of our own? proper seats. local people, but what hasggovernment and
VEwhen we talk about the Take the case of Lowerhappened now? Take theaDCs, but the conflict i
?«rvance of the ADCs in Primary School which wascase of eleka Narpuh as aguperficial because the
the state, the first questionthe subject under the€xample. People very soorMDCs will take a ne
tibAscomes to my mind is Councils as per the Sixthwill be landless in the areastand once they beco
{protection from what?’ Schedule. Why did the because a large chunk of thLA.

y do we still need government have to take ittand is now owned by the The point therefore i
gp‘y(@ction? If we still feel away from the ADCs? It is cement companies. In Jaintidghat even in spite of havin
insecure even after fourbecause the ADCs in thehills farmland or agriculture our own state and we st

Ades since Meghalayatate have not only failedland and even communityfeel insecure, then who g

s carved oubf Assam, the District Council Lower forest can easily bewe blame? Can we blan
the question is whom Primary School teachersconverted to private land forthe outsiders (Dkhars) fg
#m@duld we blame? Theand the students but themining and constructionthe mess that we are ir
tl’y&curity persists partlypeople of the statepurposes, which createscan we blame others fg

ecause the ADCs havealtogether. Another casemore problems than solutionthe kind of political
d@diled us. In the more thanwhich made JHADC  Rivers are the subject ofleadership we have now
fopr decades of its compromises its positionthe District Council too but Who elected them and p
stence, let us see how theis-a-vis  the  State what have the ADCs doneth€m on the pedestal
have performed andgovernment  is  the to protect our rivers? WahPOWer in the first place
whether they have achievedtollection of royalty from Umkhrah is gone and allThe problem is not only d

> goals that wereminor and major minerals.major rivers in Jaintia hills V& not have good leade

Zﬂqlsaged in_the SixthThe royalty was earlier are polluted and now it is thely thbe; bLeg'ﬁ'a"Vﬁ

Chedule of the collected by the respectiveNGT and not the JHADC AASSe€mbly but that t
Glshstitution. ADCs but now it is done which will be able to save MPCS in the ADCs arg
S f we take the Jaintia Hills by the state which in turnMyntdu from going the wah (I\:Aoliwildere_:rdh_second tobt
Rbfonomous District releases their share in &dUmkhrah way. How many |S'd d ]ls C?ﬁ fadt
t ffpeincil into consideration, piecemeal manner. more rivers will be polluted ;:r?rlc uae " rc|>md €
ir}h‘was become infamous for  The Constitution has before the ADCs wake UPpeid mambarain i both

bappropriation of funds. mandated the ADCs thefrom their slumber to savei o arern eon I PO
itlﬁg study Is conducted onwith responsibility of them? ADCs chose to r)étai
performance of thisprotecting and preserving The funniest imbroglio membership in the former
ABC, one will find that there the culture and tradition ofinvolving the KHADC is the P
éﬁ@ several cases ofthe tribal people in the areaMeghalaya
appropriation of public but what have the ADCsDevelopment
treoney by those in power.done in this regard? Whatbuilding bylaws.
Even the Comptroller andis cultur
Auditor General had madeprotect that which

=0
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PPOSE \ye have only ourselves fo

is the implementation of thepzmel

TOTHE EDITOR

inhale water vapour apa

Coping with

rt

Importance of

in the related field that ithas not really sunk into thesince many years mayt

an “evil empire” which is preferred to human life?
going to destroy our nationEven if an animal is

the from within. These are worseconsidered sacred or holy,

The ongoing nationwide protest “Not in
my name” against the mob lynching of
Junaid, indicates a nation that is wearied
of such brutalism. As per report of NDTV,
about 18 mob violence cases have taken
place in 22 months and most of them are
related to beefissue. The minorities in
India today be they Muslims, Christians,
Dalits or Tribals are living in fear and
insecurity. The manner the cow
vigilantes roam freely in India taking the
law into their own hands and victimizing
minority groups on issues related to beef
etc, speaks badly about the law and order
status in our country right now under the
BJP. PM Modi has so far been silent
about this issue and only recently did he
make a statementcondemning the
incident of mob violence. But we know
thatitis only a diplomatic statement which
probably did not come from his conviction
about the evil of the act.

it is common sense that
hreats than Pakistan orhuman life should not be

. from taking medicines. Our covers. It is also psyche of many inperhaps be also evaluate§hina because they are theacrificed for its sake. As |

mental illness doctor prescribes those ndependent Understood that government  and manyby now to highlight the woodworm that gnaws atam writing, | know there are
things not to pooh-pooh air p substantial_ funds_ havepublic representatives aschievement and failurgsthe basic fabri.c of our still similar incidents taking

Editor pollution which is indeed the M&E been drawn in from differentwell and therefore it could, the extent that oldcountry’s integrity. place in some parts of our
Very often the reason thafhain reason for our bronchial sources inorderto providepe regarded as arproblems have beenPresident Pranabcountry. India the land of

causes our depression is @Sease but to give us some o,
lief. Ironically, had our
issue be it the death of oudloctor finished her/ his job
dear one, injustice, social illsPy saying, ~ "You see, air-ntegrat

financialpollution is the main culprit. Development
constraints, physical abuséet's solve that problem first.| jyelihoods Progra

grave and genuine one. An{€

unbearable

or emotional torture ~ isYou mustn't try to get som

indeed very serious in naturd¢emporary relief!” ~ we spoke favourably about th
fromwould have been very angrylprogramme and
depression, our well wishers As a matter of fact, the extent possible spelt ou
generally advise us to shargocial stigma attached tothe efficacy of its approac
our pain with them, to listenmental problems makes usyvhich

to soothing music, to read aBehave in this manner. Suchevolutionary
tigma can wreak havocpromising.
specially on the psyche ofreactions

a man as we have beemublished by your paper

When we suffer

inspiring book, to get solac
in the beauties of nature an
to consult with a doctor.
Needless to say, they advi
such things not to get a
money or favour from us.
They only want to comfort
us as they are our friends i
need. Unfortunately, we'uns the
sometimes think that they ar@randed as a - bab)
trying to belittle the gravity The problem of dancing wit
of the problem that is causinghe tune of such a male

rainwashed with suc

our depression. And also wetereotype adds insult to@SSess its actual impact o

are apprehensive abounjury.
whether they are casting It
doubts on our

friends and isolates0

ourselves from them. We must not forget that n

The funny thing is thatyicoase can be branded
when we suffer from cough xclusively mental

and cold or from asthma, w
do not hesitate to go to
doctor and give her/ him
medical fees to get necessa
advice. And we eagerl;lg?OSEIy connected.

r any other mental stres

follow doctor's prescription Yours etc.,
which advises us to drink Sujit De,
Kolkata

plenty of water, soup and to

n?onsense as ‘a real mambservations made i
should not cry.’ If a man article with critical opinions
hecomes emotional then hespecially
risk of beingimplementation asp

"cry - baby"the programme.
heven a call to

is time to break
mef)taburselves free from gende
strength. Such thinkingstereotypes and to shed al
actually belittles our genuin@nnipitions about depression

or
hysical one. Our disease
are mainly psychosomatic a

e mind and the body argpjtiated by the Chief though its

financial support to the incompatible and unworthysolved, what is left to b

Basin hersonal
andithout

MMe ayidences
writer

valuationsthe cause for its continuityinnovative programmes for
substantial while a proven failure will development are essenti
to supportjustify its discontinuance@s these will define futu
either, the actual positionregardless ~ of  any@pproach
“on the ground is thereforegovernment or leadershifP!09ress
ague and inconclusive .that comes in later in theddvancement. However
htBut given the magnitudestate . By now the statdn€Se should also
sounds of the programme , theperhaps cannot afford t
proposed extent of its reaclcthange horses mldstreang

€(IBDLP) where the

to th

hhowever contradicted theappar_ently seriousinconsistent developmenmodest beginnin

in theéommitment that has beerpar_adlgm_a_md short tembonforming with the buil

made so far and itstactical policies could Ieadup capacity in place t

the Projected scope ofto growth that is vague,ensyre a sound approac

ect ofddvancement, one wouldincomprehensible and commencing steady
There wadend to agree with theunrewarding . . monitoring an

review orobservation that there is Likewise , evaluation ofsypsequent
tocertainly a need to evaluateany Mission initiated by thewith progress

the programme on thegovernment which is in thedetermine the worth

ground by now to advance stage of progressuch programmes

determine if it is moving on would

on

revisit the programme wil

the ground so far. far

While it is typical to
jhave contradictory
pbservations r
developmental  effortsevaluation should,
especially on the innovativecourse, be done by aneasonably
however in thisindependent monitoringresults .
articular instance suchand evaluation (M&E) approaches can be relatively
bservations assumeagency. replicated in any new
significance as these are The evaluation of the Mission being introduced.
felated to an ambitiousprogramme is necessitatedn fact, such other
$rogramme believed to bemore by the fact thatdevelopment programme
exponentswhich aims at expandin
Minister of the state himselfclaim that it is sound andhuman  capability  for
with high expectations thatfeasible for the intended€Xpansion of resources an
it will bring the much objectives , it is also Production ~  under
required positive changesunderstood that its concepiMplementation in the stat

of are effective enough to bringsteady move

satisfactorygrowth that is definit
s

(o]

ones,
Yours etc.,

KL Tariang,
Via emall

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

t a
owzrr(]j such fundamentalism, canspilled everyday by those

be deduced from the factpersons who claim to be
h dhat
j)uttressed with soundfundamentalism has startednisnomer

Mukherjee is vociferous onthe great Buddha (a

,. Programme proposition. However adone and if there are newhis issue when he urges thenessenger of peace and
artﬁ:ﬁreopezlgtli_'nMort](r)met?lz Since  both  theseproven success afteiproblems to be addressedindian citizens to be ahimsa) and of the great
o 9 I* observations were evaluation  will strengthen Undoubtedly “vigilant” and not be Mahatma (a prophet of

‘“vigilantes.” That the BJP universal brotherhood), is

overnment is “fodder” or now bleeding to death.
“breeding ground” for Innocent blood is being

Hindus
for

religious “orthodox” (a

“good

uiding principles that areto show its ugly head sinceHindus”). Unfortunately,

and : ; ignificantly derived from the beginning of the BJPthe BJP has bought up the

Subsequentbetige houugr(zd|?r:/ef(thrm(iatr;twc|)'i/hem¢ren\$rty Wﬁ”:nﬂfsuigfa holistic and genuinegovernment. With the media and therefore what is

in letters oo 19 POUTES g PUrSUINappraisal of interventionsarrival  of the BJP being projected to the
implementation the plan and strategies a

ade so far . Thereafter | aovernment at the helms ofpublic are the so called
national and many state“achievements”
affairs,

of the
we see thegovernment
mboldenment of right-wing (demonetization, GST etc).
indu groups like the RSS,Through this strategy, the
BD or VHP. NDTV has also cry of pain of the poor

evaluatignreported that about 97% ofvictims of violence is being
mob violence took place muffled by the loud noise of
fafter the BJP came to powerthe media clattering about

The ongoing nationwide the economic progress of

determine if theexpansion. It might soundprotest “Not in my name” India. But right minded
the right track before fastadministrative and strategidike a slowdown approaghagainst the mob lynching ofpeople will know that what
on forwarding it further. The approaches adopted thereiout it could be a slow andjunaid, indicates a nationthe media propagates are all
towardsthat is wearied of suchhalf truths if not total lies.
' NS, prutalism. As per report of So India is back to the rule
so that suctplausible and beneficiall NDTV, about 18 mob of the jungle where “might
violence cases have takers right.” | hope that the “Not
place in 22 months and mosin my name” campaign will
of them are related to beefgain momentum from day to
issue. The minorities in Indiaday because what India
today be they Muslims, needs today is citizens’
Christians, Dalits or Tribals awareness of the true state
are
insecurity. The manner thedecisiveness
cow vigilantes roam freely against all divisive elements.

living in fear and of our country and the

to fight
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“A day for toil, an hour for sport, but for
a friend is life too short.”
--- Aristotle
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GST - the begining of a journey
THE Goods and Services Tax (GST) enforced f
July 1 in a midnight session of Parliament wa
landmark event. Combined efforts of differg
political parties brought it about. It was for the gre
common good. Butitis notan end initself. Itis

Toward ‘multicultural
citizenship’ in India

a good example of a 'mult
cultural society" striving
si women dressed in her toward a Composit
sraditional attire of 'Jainsem’  And she further goes orfact, it is a question ofCulture, which is
from an elite club of India's describe as to 'who is arcollective rights of minorities collective creation of majo
Atbital, speaks volumes ofindian’ by stating "There is- be they religious, culturallndian communities b
tlﬁ% lack of ‘political civility' no pure ‘unalloyed Indian.or indigenous. In the presenihey Hindu, Muslim,

d "cultural sensitivity' on He can be a Dravidian, arcase, it is question of theChristian,  Sikh

beginning of a process of reform which is expectée part of the Managementaryan, an Australoid or arights of the indigenousindigenous elements.
of ~ those involved, Mongoloid. His hair may be people of Meghalaya, a State The starting point fo

to rejig the economy. The intention is to compriespecially, in the hospitality fair or dark, straight or which is predominantly tribauncullt(;atilrgg tr;is .f[:.oncepr)]t. Q
ible indi i i ctor, to the aspect ofwavy, the skin very fair orhaving its own unique Multicuitural citizenship
multiple indirect taxes into a single tax that wo B&omoting a 'Composite wheat-coloured, = beige,cultural traits as reflected inwithin ~ the ~ broade
simplify the complexity of multiplicity. It will alsg Culture’ for National Unity, brown or ebony. For, Indiatheir dress, food, languag&onstitutional theme o
. - which the Constitution of has always accepted racegnd ways of being. ‘composite culture’ is t

remove fiscal barriers between the states. Thesea embodies, as everytribes, ways of thought and  In the recent past, one haldlitiate a ‘inter-cultura

: . : itizen's Fundamental Dutylife, without demanding witnessed loud protestdlialogue’ between th
barriers impede transportation of goods and tﬁ#ézefAft- 51A (f) of Part IV- from them conformit;? especially from theIoNorth-V""‘rlous regions of India, i

encourages corruption. The previous sysféfo value and preserve thewhich would negate Eastern States, against th@rder to celebrate its ric
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OMrhe recent unsavory
)‘i jsode of turning out a

By P Niroop

[=
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i i PRt ; ; g | diversity throug
| rich heritage of our individuality, yet stamping Central Government's ban offUltural
betrayed a fragmented structure of the natipBghposite culture". on them the unmistakablesale of cattle for slaughter, a8 rdelg'loguT?he amony

i1 India is the envy of the mark of Indianness". a move to impose on th ractical aspect, that ¢

economic edifice. It is estimated that GST orld for its rich diversity, - That was, a uniqueeating habits on the peopld)actical aspect, that c
contribute 1.5% of economic growth and acceleraii@ting with its geographical ‘gesture of culture’ on heiin the meat eating regions, of\- ) - em{fﬂon is for th
. features and percolatlngpart, But, we as a natiorfor that matter, the impositionGOpvemmem O'f India. t
it. The advent of GST was of course precededdayin to its culture, which seem to be moving awayof Bengali as a compulsory%ome up with a model o
i i i reflected in it's peoplesfrom the ideal and goal oflanguage in the schools, i -

differences and compromises. Every state rais gﬁé%s food, language etc.evolving the concegt of athe predominantly Gorkhali/d{Splg?/ggUCt’ to ar?
own hassles so the focus now should be on stabilising) dress of course is @muiticultural citizenship' in Nepali speaking areas in thgy jlemented by al
. .. df: initive aspect of any the constitutional contextState of West Bengal, leading ational institutions. b
the new tax system. Asimple and efficient GST shpidtinct culture’. One canof ‘composite culture’.  to a large-scale agitation, ifhey public or private. fo
; : ; sily identity a Khasi  To put it more and around the Darjeelin i ce an
lead to easier k?u5|ness transactions. Econ D_ﬁ@;an, just by her Jainsemcomprehensively, in_theHills. . ginmct;Jilt::iﬁtgl;n%éOLerirr?cniple "
activity should brisk up. There should be greater jobich hangs over herwords of the National Poet The larger question beforemtj-cyltural citizenship
" . . élﬁ?ulders. In fact, people inand Nobel-laureate,the civil society and thefajling which, we ar
opportunities. And corruption plus tax evasion sho@iliong recall Ms Indira Rabindranath Tagore, innation, is how to harmonizejoomed to side into a 'd
be minimised Gandhi, the then Primehis famous "Gitanjali", the existing concept of¢jvilized society', whic
' ) ) Minister coming t0o which encapsulates thécomposite culture' as it wasndia can ill-afford with its|
The sector to benefit is manufacturing with 'Makéeghalaya to inaugurateindian ideal of 'unity in understood at the time of theich civilizational resource

) - . ..| their new State in 1972, diversity'. making of the Indiangnd a repertoire

in India’ in focus. But that cannot be achieved with@ssed in their traditional ......a land Constitution, to mean acultures.

Jainsem' and uttered theyncrippled/ Whole, common culture, which may Before | end, let m
other necessary reforms. The stress should b?(])ﬁ)ﬁwing words, which are uncraprﬁped by anybe singular, unified andquote a couple o
actualising GST. Industry should absorb the surphtighed in public memory confining wall/ A place homogenous, an idea that imemorable lines fron
. . fand which goes to show herwhere reason's flow is nofat the root of the concept oMinoo Masani's book
from agriculture in the rural sector but that calls f@oiitical sensitivity' as soaked up/By barrena 'nation-state’, with the'Our India”, which after
: : olicat: : ; bodied in her 'integraldesert-sands of bigotry/contemporary concept of doreseeing a great futu
speeding up of industrialisation which may run i . of inda: (From P.R. Where niggling ruleg andmulticultural citizenship’.  forit, as early as 1940/195
numerous obstacles. Another imperative is eradicatigndiah’s_book 'No Hill dogmas do not sap/ Its There is a need toends on the following notg
. s State, No Rest’). vigour, but joy in work and distinguish that a 'shared "We are proud of ou
of the farm prices. All states should jointly make(the"india is a tapestry wherethought has mastery/ Withculture' need not be unifiegt:sguntry alncil we wgmtf it t
. : y colours exist side bypitiless blows/ Father, fromand homogenous always, just a little proud of us'
resolve behind the measure a reality. At the Sa@ﬁ to make a beautifulsour hand/ Bring India toit could also be composite, To add to this, it is thg

time, today's pains for tomorrow's gains should fzétern. Itis not a melting potthat heaven; Wake thisinternally diversified and yetsalutary ~warning that

. .. .| wh
smoothed out. For instance, the anticipated rlsévdf%

the price of essential drugs should be taken ca'édﬁg

re the ingredients areland.” (This is an English,multi-culturally constituted, before  we  embar
pelled to lose theirpoetic rendering of theso as to be in tune with th@nthusiastically on to th
tity" original Bengali bywilliam pluralist character of Indianslogan "Make in India
he again stated, in veryRadice).

If the poor of this country are relieved ofinflationaryear terms about  The unfortunate eventthe contemporary 'Make India” in the firs
‘[ndianness' that, "Our greatthat took place at the Delhiphilosophy  of  'multi- place. India is a gred
trends on account of the GST, then the exergigee is that Indian culture Golf Club, is only a culturalism' across theculture and civilization bu

composite one, born ofsymptom, of an underlyingWorld, in modern ti
y strands, and that, inmalady of 'insensitivity to globalization,
the process of assimilatingnational unity' though, ontechnological
or influencing, it has beenthe surface, it may seem t@nd extensive internationa
India's special genius tope a stray incident, whichmigration.

allow each component tohappened to an In fact, t
retain its distinctive flavour unfortunate individual. seems to be moving towar
and character". That is not the case, and imulti-culturalism and India is

TOTHE EDITOR

. anything to her and shefreedom to wear and practicehe basis of caste, clal
Delhi Golf Club

would have backfired! For now people are adoptiﬁgan
the wait and watch policy!

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Disrupted Bodo agitation

The Bodo agitation isdirect participants in the
lately taking a different turnproceedings, which could

rapid the making' in the mode
advancemengense of the term.
| (The  writers s
of India & former
he whole world dditional Advocate-
eneral, Meghalaya)

would remain silent, but, our tradition. It is pathetic and wealth to the exte

and assuming a violenthave reasouably been aske ff il she is not alone. We all feltthat the Club does notpeople are humiliated fq
character and complexprfqr. Dispur on the contrary alfair! the pain and it remainsacknowledge that India is anot meeting thos
which arguably can be saiddisrupted the last chance fpr Editor, fresh in the sentiments ofmulticultural country. Indeed superficial ~ standards

society, and also in step witihere is a dire need to

mes ofhevertheless a 'nation |n

Advocate, Supreme Court

Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of Family and
Culture in Crisis

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

s BEATING THE RHETORIC

2 Elegy in modern literature made for the poor people
is often interpreted as a poenoften end up being used the
r of serious reflection, typically wrong  way, precisely
2 a lament for the dead. Herebecause those making the
the dead could perhaps beolicies have little view of
replaced by a dying culture,poverty themselves. He
a dying way of life, rotting expresses discontentment at
from within. And it is this how the poor had gamed the
fdying culture that JD VanceAmerican welfare system.
hopes to capture in his Democrats with their
offering "Hillbilly Elegy: A suave niceties and their
Memoir of Family and global outlook couldn't
Culture in Crisis". Vance reach out to this average
beautifully captures growing American voter. The average
up in the Ohio Kentucky American white working
region in a steel town thatclass voter was losing jobs
had been haemorrhagings the Rust Bowl began to
jobs and hope as long as hibse prominence. As great
can remember. Along theindustrial towns decayed,
rway he seeks to answer th@eople fell into poverty. In
Nguestion that experts har?he author's own hometown
€been trying to answer forof Middletown, no great
some time now, as to why theshopping complexes or
Middeltown Southern business exist anymore, not
€regions went from staunchlybecause people moved out
Democratic to Republican inbut because the malls had
less than a generation. moved out. And malls and
At 32, Vance a Yale shopping complexes had
graduate with a previous stintmnoved out because people
in the United States Marinecould not afford to buy
and a well settled job in Sananymore. The rot in the
Francisco area, is an epitomémerican working class was
of the American dream. As hereal and it had set in. And
himself said, he believed thathe solutions offered were
he was in the greatestnadequate.
country on Earth and the Yet he does not limit his
country made it possible fromdissatisfaction to the
him. Yet as he takes us on government policies alone,
whirlwind tour of his he blames the community as
childhood and adolescencevell. Anyone who makes it
years, one gets the feelingig from the community is
that this journey wasearmarked as a "smart" man
! anything but easy. rather than appreciating the
A childhood in the Rust hard work that the person
Bowl had very peculiar might have put. The
fchallenges and VanceAmerican working class
“articulates the same. Thesevoke  upto  Pillsbury
‘regions had big corporationsCinnamon rolls and had
)which employed a largeMcDonalds for dinner even
number of people primarily though cooking at home was
- from the Southern regions;much cheaper. They bought
t whole towns were built things they didn't need and
around the companies andouldn't provide for their
the jobs they provided.children's education when
Communities sprang fromthe time came. They would
within these companies andgame the system by bringing
they stayed as long as thé&eer via food stamps and
(companies stayed. As théeed cold drinks to their
. companies began to leavechildren as small as 9 months.
towns began to wither andDecaying teeth in the
ndecay and it was in theopinion of the author is a very
middle of this decay thatAmerican white working
Vance found himself in. The class-hillbilly- feature thanks
economic decay gave way tado years of carbonated
social decay that is the roodrinks. The difference
of the social depravation thebetween the rich and the
American blue collared poor, he opined was not only
working classes face todaywhat the rich did but how
Not only is it a community they did it. The rich have a
without jobs, it suffers from certain lifestyle in stark
drug problem , students don'bpposite to hillbilly way of
spass out of high school life. And this hillbilly way of
nbroken families the sociallife, the author felt, was also
rmotivation is low as well. In central to the decay that had
efact as the author himselfset in.
Iquotes, the social condition The working class had

D

as not having been in thei-partite talk, and the next | am deeply saddened byall the north-eastern familythe staff of

> o ! DGC are What happened to Kon
minds of the originators ofone if any can expectedly bahe incident which a fellow Who to the snooty DGC unqualified to

manage thisTailin Lyngdoh on tha

oof the white blue collared lost the zeal to work hard.
t working class is often as badThe author provides us a

the initial movement. Thereon a tripartite level, the sister, Tailin Lyngdoh hailing 100k like maids. As much asOrganisation. Meanwhile weunfortunate day is a slapthe ghettoised Blacks or thefunny anecdote on the same:
are distinct sings of theCentre being associatedrom Meghalaya faced onyou respect your saris,from the North East areon the face of fellow humanLatinos. Yet little attention a friend of his left his job
agitation getting out of thewith it as a direct participant. 25th June. Now, it makes medhotis, kurtis, salwar we going to continue to wearbeings and an exhibition pfwas ever paid to this dyingbecause he could not work
hands of the ABSU leaders To prevent the situationthink twice and check backlove our traditional attire our respected traditionalhigh-handedness anaystem. And this is where thefor long hours. His Facebook
who have since beengetting much worse, it i5on what a golf club is and if and we respect it. What weattire which according to anmonstrosity of those whoproblem lay. post however talked about
compelled to stay outsideessential that New Delljithe dining hall has a dresgirape around our bodies idgnorant Club is a maid'sbelong to the elite and His grandparents how "jobs were moving
their operational area nowevince more active interestcode or a dress theme. Or i§one of anyone's businesgiress. Tailin Lyngdoh IS notsupposedly genteeloriginally from  the overseas". The author says
appears to be more undeboth administratively and ita racist dining hall? I would if I am capable of paying alone. The seven sistesociety. This saddens me\ppalachian Mountains hadthat while jobs going
control of the extremists. Thepolitically. Dispur can hardly like to meet the DGC staff for the food | am eating in states are with her. And thefurther because even aftecome to Middletown in overseas are a reality, it was
latter came initially on to themeet the growing extremigtand learn more about thethe Club. i Club's opinion is not going70  years of  ouf search of better lives. Whilenot the reason why his own
scene rather  timidly, violence in Bodo areas. THePolicy and set of rules vis a__Under the protection of to matter. The Club memberdandependence, we thehere may have been manyriend had lost the job! The
indulging in violent acts only Centre has lent aid to Disppis the club dining hall. Civil Rights Act,1955 and staff should learn bettepeople of this beautifylreasons why they left theauthor also observes how,
a manager isdenying access to a persombout the country and itscountry are yet to imbibemountains, = the” authoronce the decay sets in,

i i j i Normally,
gtlgggstiged pg{)o?hgf Abgrlsdgssr}ttljagﬁlénng tcvehliaclvr;/ ainsd c;Eidsetrexpected to be welcomingto any shop, hotel or placepeople and yes their half-and develop the feeling pfchooses to leave that parpeople start believing in

- ; - nd also fulfill the of public entertainment is hearted sorry is not enoughoneness and harmony andnd proceeds to talk aboutdeas that undermine the very
‘é":\'/g? %a}[/ﬁeitrhgr\;nvna:ﬁ?eﬁt%ﬁgﬁlsssﬁrrgénn%;hgn?mﬂlgﬁ('?r?o )égustomers' needs ancn offence and even if Yours etc., are as yet unable to leadhe life his Papaw androot of democracy, hearsay

d plans. Some of their earlis necessary. The Centre Cagemands. But | am amazedailin was a maid no one Lyna H.Misao our lives in the true spirjtMamaw built for him. As jobs precisely. Vance quotes a
and plans. S hich th ys ne y-1n hEand disappointed to knowhas the right to kick her M.Phil Sociology, of what our country began to dry up, the grealarge number of Americans
success, in which theignore the writings on the o 2" manager and the stafeut. Therefore the DGC has JINU, New Delhi actually stands for - unifywhite working American believing Barack Obama was
imported paramilitary forceswalls at the cost of its oWn e concerned with howno right to call her maid and in diversity. population - the worker classa Muslim, when even Fox
could not readily and party's political calculations ')})eople look and their attiresinsult — our  beautiful Humiliating the Yours etc.| - found itself in destitute andNews channel does not
competently the Bodonot to speak of the safeyand then pass racialJainsem' By the way maids g Jenniefer Dkhat, poverty. Between changingpropound the same. In short,
guerrillas now to indulge inand security of the entirecomments about theirin Delhi also wear saris, KhaSi eo |e| Viaemail homes and  changingthe author points to the deep
more systematic acts ohorth-east. customers. Was it reallykurtis, churidars et al. So _ p p : husbands, his mother couldmpact myths can play in
sabotage. The recent series A bit of research Tailin's attire that was what's wrong with the  Editor, o A e no bar| provide Vance and his sisterdecaying society.
of railway derailments .disturbing or was it herJainsem? Had the Club The deplorable incident g | Lindsay little support. His  The book is a caricature

involving destruction and Although the Governors' jyqical appearance that thenanagement been curioushat took place on June 25, Editor,
loss of innocent livesPost is not a scholastic onecjyp |ackeys could notabout the attire theyin the Delhi Golf Club where | take this opportunit
indicate that the extremist§he gubernational speechegtand? This point needsshould have asked Tailinone of our own wasto express my heartfd
have since graduated to &nd generally to soun(clarification as | really about it. Instead, they arehumiliated makes me furious.thanks for the article "A
violent course of their ownscholarly. Political speechescannot understand why oneguilty of ignorance and Time and again, we from theexpedition to remembe
independent of the supporgre out of their bounds andshould be made to leave théostility. North-Eastern part of thepy Sushit Kanti Choudhur
earlier coming their way fromhence ~ may  be thisdining table because of If Tailin had been a country are subjected to(Sunday Shillong 1st Jul
the popular bandhs. instruction into other fields. one's looks and dress. Itypical Indian lady and attacks, both oral and2017) ~ and sincerel
This division of the Mr R B Pradhan, the that's the case, the DGC wilworn a sari the Club mightphysical. ~ From  being congratulate the author f
movement dissipation fromGovernor of Arunachal have to face all of us. Trusthave welcomed her with adisregarded as Indians t(having_ ~completed th
the point of the ABSU'sPradesh , told a gathering [afne we are cool but we don'smile and treated her withbeing subjected to sgverq;wednmn described b
recognized leadership is @asighat last week that théust stand and let go ofrespect. Also if she was aname- calling like "the him and also for taking tH
dangerous developmenBritishers had firs{ insults and prejudices. popular media icon like Gigi chinks", we from the North- pains to report th
about which the Statediscovered tea i Though, its unfair Hadid or Kylie Jenner the East have borne it all for aexperience so succinctl
government should haveArunachal's Lohit district a anywhere, it would have DGC manager would notvery long time. Be it the we, on the wrong side
been much more worriedearly as in 1835 but later togkurt 1ess had the incidenthave had a problem withcapital of the country or anythe pinnacle of youth, d
than they seem to have beeit to Assam for commercidl °ScUrred in a foreign landher attire and might haveother state, there seems tesel encouraged to contin
y duction. W + in lowhere people are completelythought the "Jainsem’ to bebe a lack of knowledge andonwards in life's arduot
so far. The last of theproduction. We are not in @ nqrant apout us. But it isa trending fashion. Sheinformation about this partjourney upon reading su
chances to bring the ABSUposition to vouchsafe for more painful that Tailin was would have been acceptedf the country. However inspiring writing and loof

to the negotiating table haghis piece of an administrator ignorance is no excuse, be iforward to more in future

, PIett ; insulted in her own country, Without question!
been allowed to fritter awaydelving into remote history. py her very own people that_ | deeply regret that by those on the roads, busnay the youthful autho
for an absurd obduracy orAs purveyor of drab new

'too in a Club that is Tailin did not see the stops, market areas or eveRave many more of suq
the part of Dispur notitis enough for us to kno supposedly well organisedunwritten books of rules the most elite and refinedwonderful experiences a
agreeing to the agitationthat the Governor hasand reputed.

biological father Bob was aof the Trump voter in the
good man as Vance wouldRust Belt. The modern
[later admit, but Bob hadworking class man is at odds
n walked out of them fairly early with the liberal politician and
"in life. Since then Vance hadliberal politics because they
yseen a number of fatheirfeel liberalism does not
yfigures in his life come andunderstand the lives of the
ygo, watched his motherworking class anymore. This
pibattle her drug addiction, sawbook offers an extremely
ehis grandmother nursenuanced view of something
yneighbourhood poor kids,fundamentally wrong that
ehis sister becoming an eldeneeds correction. The global
equite early and most of all thecontours of such societies
yAppalachian code  of could not be sharper. As new
pfhonour. There is humour injobs in automation and other
ohow the author chooses tasectors emerge, old factory
ueaptivate his life but in thattowns would lose their
shumour lies the sadness of @rominence. Such towns
chdecaying community. stare at a future of desolation
At the core Vance and decay unless policies
.chooses to establish the fachre put in the right places.
rthat the American white Such policies also need to
tworking class, once ahave their heart in the right
: _ _ ndackbone of the communityplace. This book not only
It is morethat the Club has set for itssections. Before any kind ofalso provide write-ups dnis decaying and there argrovides a look into the past

leaders plea for inviting asuccessfully unit in agonising because she wagiembers and pasted irman-made distinction comeshe same for the benefit pinany ways that it is but also provides an insight
Central observer to talks.Arunachal, that of the Rs. §5asked to leave the dining halffront of the dining hall and the unity and oneness ingthers. happening. As Vanceto the future. JD Vance has
The request was verycrore Oyen tea estatewith such insulting and also that the Club has nocreation of mankind by God. Yours etc.| chooses to unravel thetruly come a long way from
modest, since it was far shortovering an area of 600demeaning comments. Thddea of how we look like. When God created all Subhasis Tilak hillbillies, he narrates his ownthe Rust Bowl.

of a demand for a tripartitehectares for producing besDGC reckons she is alondndia is a democratic humans why are there such Chakrawarty} demons along the way. He  (Views expressed by the
talk involving the Centre asquality tea. and so they could saycountry and we have theman-made distinctions on Shillong-3| demystifies how policies author are personal)




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2017

(SIX)

“The purpose of art is washing the dust
of daily life off our souls.”

--- Pablo Picasso

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LIX No. 323

SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2017

Gorkhaland demand

THE unrest in Darjeeling fuelled by the demand for

a separate Gorkhaland entered its 20th day on July
4. Schools and colleges have remained closed and

internet services suspended for the last 17 days.

Tourism has suffered a hit as this is the peak tourist
period even as hotels are all empty. The agitation

was triggered by the West Bengal Government's

decision on May 18, this year to make Bengali
compulsory in all schools. This short-sighted decision

inflamed passions and the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha

took this announcement as an affront to the cultural

sensitivities of the Gorkha people who have their

own language. The agitation is reminiscent of the

Gorkhaland movement led by Subhas Ghising's
Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF) in the
mid-1980s. As is usually the case, the West Bengal
Government has treated this matter as a law and

order problem and is dealing with it in that manner.

For the people of Darjeeling, however, the issue is

political as language defines and promotes culture
and history of a people. Take away language and

you take away a vital part of their history!

Meanwhile Bengal CM, Mamata Banerjee has
thrown the problem to the Centre and demanded

central forces to deal with the situation. The Centre

has refused to comply citing this to be a state problem
which can be tackled by the state police. On July 4,
the Calcutta High Court has intervened and asked
the Centre and the West Bengal government to
resolve their differences over the deployment of
Central Armed Police Force in the hills. At present,
in addition to the state police there are 11 companies
of Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) in Darjeeling
which comprises the districts of Darjeeling and

Kalimpong, for tackling the present issue. But the
point is whether mere deployment of forces can quell

the disturbances which have taken a strong political

hue with the demand for Gorkhaland having become
more strident. Examples abound from the North East

where the overwhelming presence of security forces

has failed to control sub-nationalist movements!

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Forest policy still vague

The new National
Policyon Forests (1988) has
notdrawn the kudos from
thepublic ~ which  the
CentralGovernment might
havebeen expecting. If
anything,it has met with
sharp criticismfrom the
public and for theright
reasons. Under the
newpolicy, the Government
hasset a national goal of
puttingon third of the total
landareas of the country
undertheir cover in the near
future."Forests not be
lookedupon as source of
revenue.Forests are a
renewablenatural source.
"says thepolicy document".
They area national asset to
beprotected and enhanced
forthe well-being of the
peopleand the nation. These
arelaudable  objectives
indeed,but they were also
therewhen the old policy
onforests was launched
inMay, 1952. How is it then
theold policy which is
soughtto be replaced by a
one newa did not work
during the last36 years.
Statistics speak thetruth
lauder than words.Studies
reveal thatinstead of
afforesting thecountry in
reality, the forestcover has
shrunk to aboutl7 per cent
(official version,again) from
22.8 per centestimated in
1972-73.Policy or no policy,
itshows that the axing of
thetrees have continued to
dateat the rate of 1.5
millionhectares a year. No
onebelieves that it is going
tostop with the drafting of
anew policy of forests
alone.It can if the
Government issincere
implementing what ittried to
profess on paper.What has
happened in UttarPradesh is
typical of thecountry as a
whole. A surveyhas found
that the “actual'forest cover
in this state hasshrunk to a

mere 1 percentfrom 2 percent
in the fiftiesdespite
numerous aforestation plans
launchedduring the old
policy period.However,
officials takepride in saying
that the oldpolicy did
succeed significantly on at
least onepoint. It helped
arrest theannual diversion
of forestland for non forest

purposefrom 150,000
hectares a yearto only 15,000
after the 1980Forest

Conservation Actcame into
force.Surprisingly, this figure
hasbeen greeted with
disbeliefnot only by the
detractorsof the
Government but alsoby
some people from theruling
party too.In fact, these
projects areso designed that
with theircompletion vast
areas ofvirgin forests
getssubmerged under
water.Once construction
begins,vested interests
slaughterthe tees and share
the lootConservationists
cite thelatest case of
controversialBodhghat
project in Bastarto illustrate
this point. Oncecompleted,
the project willsubmerge an
area wherearound two
million sal trees(each valued
at Rs. 15,000 inopen
market).Its principal aim is
t o e n s u r e
environmentalstability
includingatmospheric
equilibriumwhich are vital
for all lifeforms -- human,
animal andplant. Again,
forestprotection will also
have tobe flexible enough to
tackleeffectively a variety
ofsituations in
differentregions of the
country. Forinstance, the

guidelinesequating  the
deforestationcaused by
industrialagencies is

totallyunjustified. Vested
interestshave always made
thevillagers' and the
tribal's'search for fuel wood.

An Identity Denial

The marginalisation of
people from the north
eastern states of India is not
a new issue. In fact, over the
last decade, instances of
such marginalisation has
only increased
exponentially. Despite the
government's efforts of
bringing North-east into the
larger union of India as a
country, it has not been
sufficient. The fault is
obviously in the proper lack
of implementation of the
various laws that have been
issued for the above-
mentioned cause.

The Fundamental Duty
under the Article 51A(e) of
the Indian Constitution is
"to promote harmony and
the spirit of brotherhood
amongst all the people of
India transcending religion,
linguistic and regional or
sectional diversities; to
renounce practices
derogatory to dignity of
women." However, on
Sunday, 25th June, 2017, not
only did a few Indians
disregard their fundamental
duty, they also proved that
discrimination in India is still
prevalent even after various
Constitutional laws.

Tailin Lyngdoh is a
governess who is originally
from Meghalaya. She works
with an Abu Dhabi based
doctor from Assam. She was
not allowed to enter the
Delhi Golf Club on the
pretext that she looked like
a 'maid'. "They told me,
'Leave the dining hall, maids
are not allowed.' They were
very rude. I felt ashamed and
angry," said Lyngdoh, who
was wearing a Jainsem, a
traditional dress worn by the
indigenous Khasi women.
When the staff was
questioned as to how they
could decide that she was a
maid, they responded in a
mix of Hindi and English
that, she looked like a maid,
her dress looked like that of
a maid and she resembled a
'Nepali'. The Golf Club
management has arrogated
the right to insult domestic
workers as well as people
who look like domestic
workers. This incident
caused an uprising not only
in the NE states but also
among NE people living in
cities. That Lyngdoh being
a scheduled tribe whose
rights are protected under
the laws  governing
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribes of India,
was vehemently
discriminated so.

By Anuran Medhi & Zoukim Tungnung

Her employer Nivedita
Barthakur was not amused
when they asked Tailin
Lyngdoh to leave the table
where they were about to
have their lunch. She tried
explaining to them that the
lady was wearing the Khasi
traditional dress which is
similar to a saree or a salwar
suit. That it's accepted attire
in all formal occasions and
state occasions. They
refused to budge and said
that she had to leave as
domestic helps are not
allowed inside the dining
room. Dr. Sondhi, who was
amongst the guests, also
pointed out that Lyngdoh
belonged to a scheduled
tribe and they were
treading on dangerous

ground as they were
clearly discriminating
against a woman by

racially profiling her. Their
response was a curt "jo
karna hai kar lijiye."
Barthakur wants to take
legal action against this
incident and she is seeking
help from Kiren Rijiju
(Minister of State for
Home) and Conrad
Sangma ( Lok Sabha MP
from Meghalaya). On a
Facebook post, she wrote,
"It was because you and
your Delhi elites are too
embarrassed to sit with
your domestic help and
refuse to treat them as
equals. This is about your
colonial hangover which
refuses to treat citizens of
India equally and as per the
Indian constitution."
This incident is a
shameful spot on the
Indian constituency which
prides itself for its diversity.
That despite Constitution
of India guaranteeing equal
rights to every citizen of
India, a person was denied
her fundamental right and
discriminated  against
based on her physical
appearance, ethnicity or
profession is untenable.
Since independence, the
leaders of India have
always had a tendency to
ignore the north eastern
side of the country.
Frontrunners in the fight
against racism such as
Nelson Mandela and
Martin Luther King were in
fact inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi's teachings of
equality. Even on world
forums and platforms, India
has been outspoken about

its unacceptability of racism
and has imparted sympathy
for victims of racism.
Therefore, it is ironic that the
country has failed to practise
what it preaches.

It is evident from the
number of cases and
incidents related to
insurgency,
underdevelopment,
unemployment and most
importantly, lack  of
recognition and respect for
those hailing from NE. One
of the foremost reasons for
this discrimination is the
difference in the physical
appearance of Northeastern
people. This prompts people
from the mainland to abuse
NE people with various
racist and unflattering terms
such as 'chinki' or 'momo' and
even 'Chinese' or 'Nepali'. In
addition, the influx of
Tibetan refugees in Delhi,
which consists of a large
proportion of NE people, has
given the general people
more motive to categorise
and harass both the
communities.

Like Tailin Lyngdoh, there
have been more many more
North-easterners who had to
face the brunt of racial slurs
and discrimination. On 26
October 2009, a woman was
allegedly burnt to death in
the kitchen of her home by a
stalker whose unwelcome
advances she had rebuffed.
On 29 May 2013, a young
Manipuri girl was allegedly
murdered in a rented
apartment in the national
capital. On February 7, 2014,
a minor girl from Manipur
was raped by her landlord's
son. On February 9, two
Manipuri boys were beaten
to death by a group of five
men who subjected racist
taunts on them. On 25
January 2014, two young
women from the north-east
were subjected to racial
taunts and molestation and
soon thereafter on 29
January 2014, a young
student named Nido Tania
was racially ridiculed and
assaulted to death in the
Lajpat Nagar area of New
Delhi. These cases are only
a pinch of the various forms
of racism which people from
NE face on a regular basis.
Statistically, the age group
between 18-30 are in
constant threat of racist
attacks as they are the ones
who migrate to bigger cities
for education or job

opportunities especially in
cities like Delhi and
Bangalore. In addition,
sexual harassment of
people of NE in other
cities has also increased.

Recently, after the
death of Nido Tania, the
Bezbaruah Committee,
headed by  retired
bureaucrat MP Bezbaruah
was commissioned in
February 2014 to come up
with stringent measures to
stop these kinds of racial
discrimination. Some of
the key measures that this
committee has come up
with are the creation of

anti-racism law s
accountable law and
order, interventions

through education , social
media outreach and legal
awareness and bonding
with the power of sports.
Unfortunately, despite
submitting the report, the
centre still remains silent
on these
recommendations.

The question to be
asked here is how long will
the government continue
to ignore the NE people?
Every day that goes by in
ignorance, another NE
person becomes a victim.
It is a matter of great
shame that North-
easterners are treated as
outsiders in their own
country. In the 21st
century its is appalling
that there are still
institutions in  this
country which deny
citizens their basic rights
as citizens and as human
beings. It is also of
concern that an institution
which supposedly
receives funding from the
Government can SO
blatantly practise
discrimination. Therefore,
it is the need of the hour
that the centre and the
people of India stop
treating NE like some
burden that was thrust
upon them  during
independence. The
foundation of India is its
unity in diversity and that
is exactly what NE needs
right now. The region is as
much part of India as
every other state and it is
high time that it gets its
due.

(The authors are from
Kirori Mal College and
Lady Shri Ram College,
respectively)

TO THE EDITOR

The Delhi
Debacle

Editor,

Having first read about
and then watched an NDTV
discussion on the
disgraceful behaviour of the
Delhi Golf Club, I share the
general revulsion and
outrage. To a certain extent
most of us have suffered
from the ridicule heaped on
us because of the way we
look or, even worse, do not
look. It is no wonder then
that what happened to Kong
Tailin Lyngdoh touched
such a raw nerve.

Robbing anyone of hard-
won self respect is a social
crime and Kong Tailin
Lyngdoh's  undeserved
public humiliation merits
more than its fair share of
sympathy. And naturally
because like her I too am a
Khasi I feel even more
incensed. So how grateful 1
was that Dr Nivedita
Borthakur defended Kong
Tailin with such robust and
sincere passion, referring to
her as "my colleague", and
more importantly "a human
being". Dr Borthakur
dismantled the male
opposition and ruled the
airwaves! What a
champion! And well done
to Kong Tailin too for not
kowtowing to an elite
prescription of how she
should look and not altering
her appearance in order to
'improve’ her image at
subsequent meetings with
the press. What a lesson in
dignity and integrity taught
to us by these two women.

Maybe sometimes the stars
do align and we can then
see that the North-East
does belong to that group
of Seven Sisters. One can
only hope.

But above all what I

took away from this
episode was the
beginnings of some

troubled soul-searching.
Would I have leapt as
courageously to the
defence of someone
belittled in this way? Or
would I have caved in to
the intimidating pressure
of public opinion as to
what is 'right' and
acceptable defined by the
few possessing social rank
and wealth? Or, under the
pretext of not creating a
fuss, would I have refrained
from questioning the
tyranny of such hurtful
cultural judgments? It
therefore makes me wonder
if we are just cheering at the
end of a battle someone
else fought and won for us.
But then aren't all
significant wars won in this
way?

To have so clearly been
shown the difference
between image and
substance is a valuable
life-lesson for me and I am
glad that what happened in
Delhi has caused ripples
that go far beyond the
confines of an exclusive
golf club. Ihave personally
experienced that sense of
naked vulnerability felt by
all those who are told or are
made to feel they do not fit
in, and in this regard I too
am just another Kong Tailin
asked to leave for not
possessing the right

credentials.
Yours etc.
Janet Hujon,
Viaemail

Whither
Swaach Bharat!

Editor,

Meghalaya has
implemented the Central
flagship programme of
Swaach Bharat (clean India
campaign) since the past
three and a half years in
several parts of the state but
it has not implemented this
campaign in the Meghalaya
Secretariat which is the seat
of power. The office
chambers of almost all
categories of employees,
including those of the IAS
are awful. The lavatories are
dirty and awfully stinking;
the verandahs are in
shambles; the drains are
heavily clogged and stinking
with emission of toxic wastes
from septic tanks; the
surrounding compounds are
cramped up with the ugly
looking condemned vehicles.
Lo and behold what a
miserable sight it is! It
represents a very poor
picture of the whole of
Meghalaya.

I strongly appeal the New
Chief Secretary of
Meghalaya to ensure that
Meghalaya Secretariat
should show the way in
cleanliness and also to
ensure that all government
offices in Meghalaya,
wherever they are, should be
spotlessly clean both
internally and externally, free
from corrupt practices as well

because 'Cleanliness is
next to Godliness.' The
Government spends huge
amounts towards the
salaries of the cleaners,
sweepers, gardeners,
supervisors,
superintendents, et al but
what a poor sight. Most
of the offices of the
Government of
Meghalaya are like cow
sheds and pig sties or
haunted houses. This is
not acceptable to the
people.
Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Via email

No justice for
the
disempowered

Editor,

Apropos the report,
"Gang rape victim attacked
fifth time in nine years"
(ST, July 3,2017), in Uttar
Pradesh, a woman has
been facing perpetual acid
attacks for seeking justice
against  those  who
allegedly gang-raped her
in 2008. Indeed, we all got
acid on our faces. Why do
we go to slumber after
Nirbhaya? How can these
criminals pooh-pooh our
justice delivery system?
The victim's nine year wait
for justice and multiple
acid attacks on her in the
process portray all of us
in a bad light. Justice
delayed means no justice
at all.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Rising above the
binary frame
of mind

By Yona Nonglang

An intolerant, raucous,
polarised and partisan
posturing can be rather
unpalatable to people who
desire a more level-headed
and less feral approach to
political discourse.
Fortunately, there's always
an alternative to extremism.
And those who prefer this
option are not some
unimaginative, spineless
weaklings who are too timid
to join the either/or crowd.
It, actually, takes sagacity
and moral fortitude to be not
swept away by the tidal
wave of viciousness that is
sweeping whole
communities because of the
many forms of political
radicalism.

Indeed, on an almost
universal scale, the insularly
regressive and the free-
wheelingly progressive

countries have been seizing
their moment of opportunity
for the better way forward
by deciding on a less
bellicose political narrative.
It's been remarkable how
they've managed to silence
divisive and intolerant
rhetoric with the sheer
power of their ballot. Even
if it meant handing over the
reins of power to utter
neophytes, as in the case of
France, because its people
saw the need to reinvent
their political system by
propelling into power a
presidential candidate and
his legislators who speak a
civilised, conciliatory and
moderate political language.

Indeed, entrusting such
an enormously complex,
nuanced and
comprehensive power of
national and transnational

“ Indeed, entrusting such an
enormously complex, nuanced and
comprehensive power of national

and transnational magnitude to
virtual unknowns in public service
was a ground-breaking and
courageous decision in these very

troubling days of radicalism.

»

have been busy making the
loudest and most divisive
noises through the various
broadcasting outlets of our
tech-abundant, albeit, tech-
naive generation.

The calculated
engineering and amplifying
of various controversial
disputes and the escalating
of clashes of opinions on a
whole host of social and
economic issues have been
the convenient publicity
grabbing methods of the
Johnnies-come-lately, the
Johnnies-come-hungriest,
the swaggering-nihilists and
the unabashed "moralists"
among us. So what, even if
they're sowing needless
hostile sentiments and
injecting hysteria into the
minds of many a gullible
victim of their machinations!
Sending whole societies
into existential mayhem
seems to be the stratagem
of anarchic resourcefulness,

anyway.
And the question
uppermost in people's

minds is the oft repeated
FOR WHAT? In a world full
of twisted logics, those who
are the problem can also
easily make it look like
they're the only solution,
too. And so, it has been, that
in a world that's grown
comfortable with twisted
logics, self-proclaimed
saviours of the very same
societies they had helped
push to the brink of self-
inflicted ruin, get propelled
into public offices that are
too dignified and too laden
with responsibility for them
to handle. At the end of the
day, these are the societies
that end up descending
lower into the nadirs of
dystopian existence.

And so, thank goodness,
for the people who choose
to not capitulate to the
belligerent mind-set of the
day. And what a relief that
there's still a section of the
general public that dares to
break free from the shackles
of the binary mind-set of
radicalism.

For the love of our
common humanity, all the
children and the future that
awaits them, let's not forget
that the best thing about
democracy is the fact that
ordinary members of the
public have the power to
change whole political
trends by either re-electing
or replacing governments
through the simple act of
participation in the voting
process.

As of now, while most
countries are stuck in some
never ending cycle of policy
deadlock  because of
polarised politicking,
thankfully, some European

magnitude to  virtual
unknowns in public service
was a ground-breaking and
courageous decision in
these very troubling days of
radicalism. It could have
either been a foolhardy
experiment on one hand,
but, it could also prove to
be a judicious move on the
part of the people of France.

As for the post-election
bickering over numbers,
that less than fifty percent
of the French population
voted in the parliamentary
rounds, it has been more of
a trivial and inconsequential
case of your grapes are sour,
to say the least. The fact of
the matter is, Mr. Macron
and La République En
Marche are now legitimately
occupying the highest
political offices of their
country.

Besides, what actually
needs to be considered
noteworthy is, how that
section of the French
population, that felt it was
their civil duty to show up
for voting on Election Day,
succeeded in cementing the
authority of Mr. Macron
and his party colleagues.
And, more importantly, even
if only for the time being,
that that percentage of the
electorate, has also, on
behalf of the whole of
France, managed to put a
stop to the xenophobia that
had been threatening to
dominate their political
landscape for a number of
years.

No doubt, it's up to Mr.
Macron and his party's
legislators to prove whether
or not they're deserving of
the trust and expectations
of their countrymen and
women. Time, indeed, will
tell. But don't we so wish,
that, for once, in our own
generation, we might get to
witness an administration,
formed by a newly created
political party, deliver its
promises to an electorate
that was willing to give it a
chance to lead their country
forward?

If that, indeed, would be
the case, Mr. Macron and
En Marche will not only win
a second term of office,
France could also end up
being a political beacon in a
century that is, so far,
ravaged by mindless greed,
inequality, anger, violence
and this ever present binary,
opportunistic and
anarchistic mind-set that
has been killing reasonable
dialogue in the public
square.

(Yona Nonglang is the
author of 'TEILANG' and
'THE WAY AS THEY SEE
IT, which are available online
as e-books).
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Modi in Israel
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Israel
long overdue. Diplomatic relations with Israel w

started 25 years ago. But progress in bilateral t
has been halted owing to the traditional bond
Palestine. Modi's visit marks a pragmatic turr

should not however cause an estrangement
Palestine. There is no reason to think that amity
Israel willimpair good relations with the Arab wo
which is itself divided. Saudi Arabia and China

low down on the human rights index but India tfi8§

to be friendly with these countries. Israel is a vib
democracy. It is said that Muslims are persec

by Jews in Israel. But Pakistan and Saudi Arabig
blacklisted for the persecution of Shias and C}

for the persecution of Ulghurs.
It should also be recalled that Israel suppo

India during the 1971 and Kargil wars with Pakist

Modi's visit to Tel-Aviv should deepen engagem
in traditional and non-traditional sectors. Defence
and cooperation in security infrastructure will ta
precedence. Since April India has signed three m
deals with Israel worth $2.6 billion. Armed dror
are expected to come. Agreements on s
exploration, agriculture and water are on the dray
board. Israel has the second largest number of
ups and a robust R&D culture. Ties with Israel
help the 'Make in India’ initiative. There will be

strengthening of counter-terrorism in mutual interegtowth has emerged themanpower in sophisticatedundeveloped

Finally, it should facilitate ties with the Jewish lob
in the Trump administration in the US.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

AGP MP lashes out at
Karnataka Governor

Mr  Dinesh Goswami said over the years the rulif
(AGP) today accused in theparty at the centre had be
Lok Sabha the Karnatakamisusing the Article 356 o
Governor Mr P. the constitution, whick
Venkatasubbaiah for actingrelates to the imposition g
in a “Malafide” manner in the President’s rule in sta
recommending imposition offor partisan politician gain.
President’s rule in the state He said successiV
and dissolution of the statecommissions including th
assembly. The Governor hadsarkaria Commission o
no business to make theentre — state relations h
recommendation he didcommented disapproving
without allowing Chief the practice and stress
Minister Mr S R Bommai an that the floor of the houss
opportunity to prove hisand not office of the
majority in the assembly, heGovernor, was the righ
said. Mr Goswami wasforum to test the majority d
initiating a simultaneousa Government. He said th
debate on his motionSarkaria Commission ha
seeking to “censure” Mrgiven 75 instances whe
Venkatasubbaiah and hisrticle 356 had been use
removal for his action andand remarked that “the figu
the Government motionwould soon touch the 10
seeking approval of themark from way the Raji
presidential proclamation onGandhi Government
the subject. Mr Goswamipehaving.”

Development Dilemma

India vs Western World

Well-known economist
Prof Michael Porter of sustainability. As Mark
-Harvard while addressing ] Lutz aptly pointed out: "It
Ithe National Competitive these business houses anglaim for more power andis important to realise tha
hfeorum recently pointed out ot benefitted society inresources from the Centre. a line of universal materig
that India cannot succeedany way. Even the quality There has been somabundance is not
@fess the governmentof their services leaveschange in this direction duerealistic ideal (or rea
\figates a business friendlymuch to be desired. to the fact that years' ofdevelopment) for the

ironment. "Business can The strategy that hasplanning and developmenplanet. Life's destiny fo
Ccheate wealth. Governmentbeen  followed  with has not had the desiredhe human being must b
can create wealth ....We can'tndustrialisation, on the effect on say 40 per cent okomething other
V¥iifbgonise business andne hand, and digitisationthe population. It is something more
\\Gipate prosperity”. What heon the other, can hardlysurprising  that ~ mostmeaningful, than that".
meant was that morehelp in employment economists, influenced by Like Adam Smith, who
[thcentives should be givengeneration. Porter iswWestern thoughts, have trie¢cautioned us that wealt
to the business class so thapossibly not aware of theto implement their strategy inare mere 'baubles' an
Afifere is more creation of population and workforce this country. The high trinkets of frivolous utility,
alth. But what Porter did dynamics in this country density of the populationmost other philosopher
not mention was whatcompared to that ofliving mostly in rural areas,also outlined that highe
ramiuld happen to the wealthAmerica. The hugethe high incidence ofpleasures have no valu
féﬁated and who would unemployment andpoverty and the growingThis is why, Lutz
HieHefit from it. underemployment here isunemployment andconcludes in his book
yard/estern  economistsindeed a big problem andunderemployment ~ hasEconomics  for  the
regularly come to India to the solution lies in possibly escaped theirCommon Good, "what i
Nlddture on the need foradopting a completely attention. at stake is not just a ne
giving more and more different approach to The idea of universalworld order but the world
incentives to business andPlanning that may evenbasic income has gainedtself."
rexdt political leaders and stagnate our GDP growth.credence recently. But for There has been seri
bureaucrats listen to their The focus of
bvice. We still vouch for strategy needs to shift fromsubsidies to better-offunderstanding re
eﬁ h growth and not grass-giving impetus to heavy sections have to be broughtlevelopment that woul

t development without industrialisation to down though somebenefit the common ma
tigslerstanding which encouraging micro, cottageinitiative has already beenMention may be made g
s

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

welfare and ecologica

o
our that to become a reality,debate the world over;‘F

Qatar to Karnataka, press under pressure
Media sinking
under rising
“authoritarianism

|
By Amulya Ganguli

a

A curious item in the their supporters in the
charter of  demandssocial media a justification
epresented by Saudi Arabigor a crackdown on the so-
and its allies to Qatar is a caltalled mainstream media
for banning the popular andwhich includes newspapers
highly rated televisionwhich have published
channel, Al Jazeera. One cafhatever is fit to print for
hunderstand the insistencever a century.
don outlawing ~ the  The onslaught on the
supposedly  terroristicmedia has led to India
SMuslim Brotherhood and dropping three places on the
I'the closure of a Turkish baSQ\/oﬂd press freedom index
eon Qatari soil, but Shuttingcomp“ed by the Reporters
down Al Jazeera? “Sans Frontieres (RSF),
At one stroke, the Saudisyhich ranked the country at
have  revealed  their136 in a "difficult situation”
» claustrophobic, medievals|ot. The watchdog body
Wmindset which is at oddsfound that prosecutions
with the open, inquiring were being used to "gag
outlook of the modern world. journalists overly critical of
Al Jazeera is an exception ithe government". The
the Islamic world, which is sedition law of the colonial
I known for its veiled women era has proved handy for
land a lifestyle whichthe government in this
-appears devoid ofregard. It is worth recalling
fintellectual content asthat a foreign embassy in

ection of the populationand medium industries,made -- while tax collectionthe The Other economi
Ak@ould benefit from India's Primarily in rural and semi- has to be substantiallySummit (TOES), a platfor
Sgi%;ress. This has been airban areas, as also Sta”imp_roved. With resourcesof alternative economist

allacy of Indian planning ups that could generateavailable with the greens and communit

esd, as is well known, theemployment opportunities.government at this point ofactivists, who, in th
benefits of development hasMoreover, special time, it may not be possiblewords of Jame
DAGGeached the poor and thdncentives should be givento focus on public goods andRobertson, "is grounde
VEfpnomically weaker to labour intensive sectorswelfare services and alsan social and spiritua
settions. so that there is absorptiorensure universal basiovalues to  addres
stant- is ironical that the of labour. Meanwhile, skill income for all. concerns the G

arvard economist wasupgradation has been The geographical andconsistently

p

aking these observationstaken up by  the population position, the ruralsuch as povert
about India's economic government so that therepopulation and  theirenvironment,  peac
progress when joblessis sufficient skilled Jivelihoods and  the health, safety, huma

socialrights and democrati

jggest challenge. Theareas. infrastructure in villages areglobal governance."

ongress has criticised the The other componentnot quite understood by Whether this
government's commitmentof our development most of our economists andvorldwide movemen
of creating two crore jobs strategy has to focus omplanners -- coming fromwould have any effect o
every year. It is indeed the rural sector, speciallyurban backgrounds -- whaconventional economic
difficult to understand two giving focus to
things give more infrastructure needs. Aftersomething  that  canthinking of nation State
incentives to industry while @ long time, the presentaccelerate growth withoutincluding India, remains t
also create employmentgovernment in the last twoconsidering who benefitsbe seen. However,
opportunities. budgets has allottedfrom following such a path.regards our country i

Today's industry is maximum resources to theThus foreign experts adviceconcerned, it would b
mechanised and has fewural sector and has beems, based on their expertispertinent to refer t
Hpportunities for trying, through its diverse and knowledge, on followingMahatma Gandhi wh
EBmployment. The track programmes and projectsthe same strategy here wherstressed on political an
frecord of some of theto promote development afpopulation pressure iseconomic decentralisatio
(business houses is less saithe village and/or block indeed a big problem. and involvement of th
the better because of itslevel. The proper distribution of people in the decision
[Yishonest methods of The rural sector has toresources and ensuring thahaking process so th
functioning. One may also be transformed as enginest reaches the intendedheir actual demands a
consider the fact that tax-0f ~ growth with beneficiaries is indeed a bigreeds are given priority i
LGDP ratio in India is participation and challenge for the planning and
,gubstantially lower than in involvements of = the government. Lack of poordevelopment.
);%hina, Brazil and other people. Instead  ofgovernance and political It remains to be see
L gapidly developing centralised control, powersinterference in siphoning ofwhen the strategy o
. countries that clearly prove have to be decentralisedresources for the poor needalternative economics th
'the upper sections offight down to the to be checked butwas also propagated b
tsociety are under taxed orpanchayats, which wasunfortunately there is lack ofGandhi years back woul
fevade tax. visualised by Gandhi, sincerity in executing thesebe implemented in th
e Business houses thatJayaprakash Narayan angrojects and schemes.
dhave diversified into health €ven our late President Dr At present economicBut if the government is
rcare and education haveAPJ Abdul Kalam. But success and progress arserious about povert
davailed of lots of benefits over the years, themeasured almost entirelyeradication and improvin
efrom the government and areyearning for power andthrough concepts like GDPihe living conditions of the
onow fleecing the middle and control of authority has which accounts merely forpeople, it would be bette
upper sections of society.motivated States not tothe total material exchange inf the new strategy o
sThe wealth addition hasdecentralise authority tosociety and is blind to thedevelopment is adopted.
gone into the coffers of the panchayats while theydimension of actual social--INFA

e
e

TO THE EDITOR

Yours etc., nowhere on earth areminority live in fear and aredoes? | thought thi

Why GST for Manisha M Pala. KUdOS tO DTO animals preferred overinsecure in their own belovedministry is created tg

Sam‘[ary Shillong - 21. Staff | humans. India is amotherland. The BJP-ledprotect the rights o

k- ) democracy where peopleNDA Government's decisionminorities and it exists

Napkins: Editor have the power to elect theito make Ram Nath Kovindpecause  there  af

Women equal | went to the District leaders. It is shocking tofrom the Dalit community asminorities in this country,

Editor, t m nl Transport Office (DTO) watch television news andtheir p.re5|dent|al candidateTherefore, let us respe

It's the fourth day after the 0] en! Shillong, today to renew myread of many innocentlooks_hke a cover up fO( _aIIhuman beings first

"biggest tax reform since . driving Ii’cence which was topeome being killed just the crimes against mlnorltlesirrespectiye of who the

Loa7 was olled oul. Taxes 5\?0'tr(r)1rén all over the be expire in a few days. Withbeca%se d 'tbhezc areRreorgsgzebe[)odevlll'hecggtncc))%;ﬁértl,lltnag tf?!\?omo\gterg
are obviously important and i h blished thathe Perception  that ajiconsidered, 'beef eaters.prc g . he incid

the concept of GST in theworld have te;sta is he t a@overnment offices adopt aTh'S is unacceptable in akilling a person in the namethe incidents connecte

esser human

country seems to be athey are no iuma
positive move. However, in | Ney deserve equality wit
a counry like India where
many goods are subsidize
by the government and
remain untaxed, it's
unfortunate or rather quite
interesting to note that
sanitary napkins are not
included in that list.

daughters an

going

indeed in tune with thei
changing roles. A girl goe

trains or driving all by

80% womencan't even herself. So, she needs to get
afford proper menstrualher hair cut short and to

hygiene , anchow we have wear what a boy wears - T

12 % GST on sanitary shirt/ trousers etc., to get he

napkins as if women cangoing without any difficulty.

choose to do without them!Garments need not b
the gender-specific. And we

government should do tomust accept such unisex

The least that

those who are badly off , isdresses. What we reall

try and introduce schemegl€ed to protest with one

A : A : are all Indians.
where sanitary napkins are’/0!Ce IS against prgjtgctlng L|fe over crimes are related to the beef ~ Why should a vast Yours etc.,
given out at subsidisedWOMeN as commodities in death! issue even though BJP hadeémocratic country like Aiborlang Nongsiej
rates. movies and advertisements. eatn: invaded the media with its India, a secular country, a Mawkyrwat
For all those who are Worpendatre noft mdealnﬁ1 to be Editor, achievements in country with the beauty of
confused, for women contined 1o a feudal NOME. - » ethical fundamental demonetization and GST adiNity in diversity impose & Letters to the Editor must have

menstruation is not a choic

And healthcare isn't agijtper.

luxury! It's a necessity where Yours etc.,
unnecessary taxes should Suijit De,
not be imposed. Kolkata

men in every walk of life.
Joday, what our college! was completely take

working women wear arework

to a college/ working placeservice. | was through with
by braV|ng CrOWded buseS/my entire process of renew

They are not meant to be
sold in a capitalist market

ountry where the preambleof a cow as happened in thaith beef ban happene
f the Constitution itself train in Haryana recently isonly in the BJP ruled stat
eclares India to be atotally — wrong Hary
overeign, socialist, secularcondemnable. Who is moreand  Asgal Ali in
precious? A human being odharkhand). As a commd
he BJP came to power in@ COW? By saying this | doman | would advice ou
014, till date there is generaOt mean to insult thecentral government t
unrest and a climate ofsentiments of the Hindusconsider this matter wit
urmoil in the country on Who consider the cow ai®  seriousness
L ccount of the beef issuesacred animal. However, tdieserves if we want Indi
No doubt the BJp harm or kill people for the to be great. No countr

| dh p | oidovernment has done a losake of a cow is universallyyx'gérelr;ggisc?a'lf ;pggleegrc
ture an ; P S
cuture a ats oft to all ofy, develop India but unlessWrong, because religion i

the employees of DTO. : : eant for aood and not tol N€ father of the natior
eep it up and continue tothere is social peace all the™ g Oahatma Gandhi ha

achievements of the NDA Create violence or .
edo good! Yours etc. Government will go in vain. d',Shf%ern}’-l The un|.\/ersal§"/’litc')?§rtlcues,_thﬁgﬁéz,oret'\lg
oges g, TNE SIS gaes DIRCEE I D0 400t SMvelpect o

Viaemail iolence breeds violence. VIL e @ e Mirrespective of the religio
So far | have seen only errorists if we continue to kill |, o belong to because
violence and most of thePeople.

plethargic approach, | was®

prepared for a long haul, bug
n

¢

daback by the attitude an democratic republic. Since

culture of the
r employees there. They wer
Sfriendly and prompt in

al

within 45 minutes.
| applaud this work

y

s that life ismMawrie had stated in his Peef ban on all the people fq  the full name, address and
the sake of the majority? O| contact number of the writer,
what use of the Ministry of| even if they are sent by email.
Minority Affairs if all of us | Only letters with the requisite
follow what the majority| details will be published.

principle state
precious. | agree witharticle. The rights of the
Barnes Mawrie's article "My minority to live freely in our
bleeding India’ (ST July 3,mother land, India is taken
2017) where he states thaéway by the majority_ The

its visualise development asand change the economijc

country and how soon.

anotheé rl

Cbookshops and libraries areyew Delhi had to cancel a
conspicuous by theirmeeting on press freedom
,absence. It is undoubtedlyhecause of threats from
for this very reason why theactivists associated with
antediluvian desert kingdomthe ruling dispensation
which lives in the earlierpecause they did not

centuries wants to scuppegpprove of the presence of

In India, too, the media is not a favourite
of the powers-that-be. For instance, neither

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi nor the
leader of the 132-year-old Congress party,
Sonia Gandhi, has attended a televised
press conference where they can be closely
questioned by newspersons. Instead, they
_ prefer one-on-one interactions with
. journalists whom they can trust to steer
clear of controversial topics. Being of the
same mind where the media is concerned,
Trump and Modi did not take questions
during the latter's recent visit to the US.

ta distinctive feature of thetwo journalists who have
dmodern age which telecastgeen "overly critical of the
diverse views. Strangely,government".
however, this regressive The Paris-based RSF has
demand of the Saudis may,oted that the US and
not worry the Trump Britain, too, have dropped
administration which, too, istwo places to being 43rd and
tnot too enamoured of the40th among 179 countries
Yfree press despite being theecause of Donald Trump's
dputative leader of the free'toxic” media bashing
2 world. similar to that of the pro-
In India, too, the media isBrexit campaigners in
not a favourite of theBritain. In the fitness of
Y powers-that-be. Forthings, North Korea brings
Jinstance, neither Primeup the rear, but the fact that
Minister Narendra Modi nor India is just 43 places above
I'the leader of the 132-year-oldhe lowest rung cannot be a
Congress party, Soniamatter of pride, especially
-Gandhi, has attended avhen the unleashing of the
televised press conferencécaged parrot” the
where they can be closely\Supreme Court's term for the
questioned by CBI - on a media house was
newspersons. Instead, thegescribed by Arun Shourie,
| prefer one-on-onewho was a minister in Atal
P interactions with journalistsBehari Vajpayee's cabinet,
whom they can trust to steerns a case of "killing chickens
f clear of controversial topics.to frighten the monkeys".
5 Being of the same mind Ironically, the expansion
ewhere the media isof the areas of the
concerned, Trump and Modidissemination of
Cidid not take questionsinformation and exchange of
, during the latter's recent visitviews via the Internet has
to the US. Nor did Yogi worsened the situation with
Adityanath in Lucknow on the entry of ill-informed, ill-
fthe completion of the chiefeducated, biased and
dminister's 100 days in office.abusive writers who have
d As if to drive home the vitiated the atmosphere of
gpoint that the fourth estatereasoned discourse. As a

and (Junaid's case in Haryamas of no consequence, thgroup of retired bureaucrats

Karnataka legislaturewrote to the prime minister,
nsentenced two journalists td'we are seeing an ugly trend
r jail for a year and imposed &of trolling, threats and online
hfine of Rs 10,000 each forintimidation of activists,
hwriting defamatory articlesjournalists, writers and
tagainst the Speaker and thmtellectuals who disagree
aMLAs. Not surprisingly, the with the dominant
ydecision was unanimousideology".

L because both the Congress As the supporters of the
~and BJP legislatorsdominant ideology, viz.
,supported the jail term,Hindutva, admit, they have
swhich was described as @ome to the fore with all their
noross abuse of the powergirulence because they
sand privileges of the statepelieve that for the first time
.Jegislature by the editors'in Indian history, they have
L guild and is being probed bythe opportunity to peddle
he Karnataka high court.their views which had been
he arrests have now beenegated and ridiculed for
put on hold. decades by the purveyors
From Qatar to Kar_nataka,of the previous ideology
therefore, the press is undefhich was diametrically
pressure. The authorities Nn@pposite to that of the
longer seem to be intereste@resent one. In the process,
in upholding its reputationhowever, they have been
as a symbol of democracyinflicting grievous damage
like an independent judiciaryto the concept of the
presumably because thefreedom of the press which
have found in the enables a nation to listen to
vituperative utterances ofitself, so to say. (IPA Service)
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UDP's equivocal stance
INDECISION appears to be the Achilles heel of
the regional parties. They are cogitating on who will
form the next government in 2018. The indecision

stems from a lack of self confidence. They know

they cannot muster the required numbers to form the
next government and are unsure who to align with

after the election results are out. Why have the

regional parties failed to capture the imagination of
the voters in Meghalaya? Why are they second best

and have nearly always had to align with national

parties? This predicament should have sent them
into a retrospective mood. They should be going out

to feel the pulse of the voters as a party and not as
individual MLAs seeking re-election. But this daunting
task does not seem to be a priority for the UDP

leadership. Is it an intrinsically cultural flaw that

regional party unity is only a fig leaf that hides the
inherent disunity that baffles a particular society? It

has been said in the past that national parties are

cohesive because there is a centrifugal force - a high
command - to hold even the most headstrong

members together. In the case of the regional parties

there is a distinct lack of respect for the leader since
every member believes he is best placed to lead the

party. They are not entirely at fault. Leaders stand

out and are able to provide leadership. They don't
vacillate at crucial junctures in the life of the party.

The UDP's stance vis-a-vis Meira Kumar the

presidential candidate put up by the Congress can at
best be understood as schizophrenic. While the UDP
President, Donkupar Roy has, as claimed by Ms

Kumar assured her of his Party's support, he has
been rather coy in stating this upfront to the media

and is simply buying time. Critics have repeatedly
alleged that the UDP s the Team B of the Congress.
This allegation is proving to be a reality since the

UDP now appears to have decided to stick by the

Congress party candidate even though she is unlikely
to win the race to Rashtrapati Bhavan and is merely

putting up a principled fight.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Bandaranaike escapes attempt on life

Former Sri Lankan
PrimeMinister Mrs.
SirimsvoBandaranaike this
morningescaped an attempt
on herlife the second in less
thantwo months when
unidenti-fied men threw
bombs at herparty election
campaignmeeting in eastern
Sri Lanka,police and party

sourcessaid. Meanwhile,
continuing violence
involving extrem-ists
elsewhere in the islandleft 22
people dead, securityofficials
said. SLFP sources said that
at least four bombs were
hurled at the dais at the
inaugural parliamentary
election campaign.

How will we rate

Why do we elect
representatives to the
Legislative Assembly? And
I am asking this question
because I suspect that many
MLAs do not yet know or
care to know what
representative democracy is.
Many are in this game of
politics to serve their selfish
interests. If there is
something left behind in the
kitty then the constituents
gets the crumbs. After the
MLA scheme was increased
to Rs 2 crore annually many
MLAs have used this
money as capital investment
in their businesses. They
only start implementing
schemes after they have
earned their profits. Few
actually utilize the money
judiciously. There may be
just one or two MLAs who
do so.

Apart from legislating
laws and advocating for
policies that can provide a
coherent roadmap for the
state and its people and
thereby charting out a

vision which can be
assessed periodically
through clear and

measurable objectives, the
MLAs are also tasked with
looking after their
constituencies by way of
providing drinking water,

motorable roads and
footpaths, schools and
colleges, through

government schemes. And
the MLA can claim no credit
for doing this job since he/
she is paid for it. During
elections the person cannot
go around saying he/she
has done this or that for it is
a responsibility they have
chose. The rules of this
game have to change in
2018. Social organisations
cutting across ideology
should get together to
prepare a report card of
every MLA. The MLA is not
meant to give personal help
to constituents but to make
their lives easier by
providing  the  basic
necessities that they can
access, such as health care,
education et al which are
public utilities. Trying to
bribe voters on the eve of
the election means only one
thing- the MLAs have not
done their work in all the five
years that was given to
them.

MLAs that are in the
opposition have to be the
eyes and ears of the people
they represent. They should
be taking regular stock of
the performance of the
Government and check

corruption at all levels. They

our MLAS?

By Patricia Mukhim

should be questioning why
there is delay in
implementation of schemes.
They should make a list of
delayed projects and do an
RTI to find out why the
delay and how much the
government is losing in
such delayed projects. Are
the MLAs actually doing
that? Has any MLA done
an RTI yet? I don't know of
any opposition MLA who
has taken the RTI route.
Most of them depend on
newspaper reports for
raising questions in the
Assembly. And because
they are remiss in doing
their homework they are
quickly made to take their
seats by a Government that
has learnt every trick in the
trade to obfuscate issues.
It is painful to see that no
one has yet been able to
put the state chief minister
in the docks! He almost
appears like a political saint
about to be beatified so that
he can continue to lead
Meghalaya in 2018- 23.

Many of us are still
unaware of the
ramifications of the MLA
scheme and except for the
late TH Rangad and
Ardhendu Chaudhuri and
after him Manas
Chaudhuri, no MLA till date
has had the courage of
conviction to give a report
card of how they expended
their MLA LAD funds.
Just to rejig our memories
let us take a look at what
the MLA-LADs is meant to
be and what it has turned
out to be.

Important Features:

1. The type of work
under this scheme should
be developmental in nature
based on locally felt needs

2. The work should
be such that it can be
completed within one
financial year and lead to
the creation of durable
assets.

3. Minimum of 10%
fund allocated should be
utilized for capacity
building and training of
unemployed youth in the
state.

4. The work to be
taken under MLALADS
should not be under Rs 1
lakh in each case.

Works that may be taken
up under MLALADS:

1. Construction for
buildings for schools,
hostels, libraries and other
buildings of education
institutions belonging to

government.

2. Construction of
village roads, bridges, public
irrigation channels and
public drainage schemes.

3. Providing drinking
water to the people in the
area by digging tube-wells
or other works that may help
in this respect.

4. Construction of
public health care buildings,
public toilets and
bathrooms, footpaths,
pathways and foot bridges.
This should  include
residential quarters for the
ANM.

5. Construction of
common gobar plants, non-
conventional energy
systems/devices for
community use.

6. Bus Sheds/Stops

for  public  transport
passengers.
7. Social forestry,

farm forestry, horticulture,
parks and gardens in
government and community
land.

8. Construction of
Creches and Anganwadi
centres

Each MLA will give a
choice of works to the
concerned Deputy
Commissioners and also
choose the Government
agencies for implementation
of the scheme in the districts
as per established
procedure. The Deputy
Commissioners will get them
implemented through the
Govt. Agencies as desired
by the concerned MLA. The
purpose of the schemes is
to create durable assets.
Funds provided under the
scheme should not be used
for incurring revenue
expenditure. The sites
selected for execution of
works by the MLA shall not
be changed except with the
concurrence of the MLA
himself.

Among the important
features of the MLA-LADS
point no 3 merits attention.
It says that a minimum of
10% fund allocated should
be utilized for capacity
building and training of
unemployed youth in the
state. Is this really
happening? How and
where? Can civil society use
the power of social audit to
find out which MLA
allocated funds for skill
building of unemployed
youth in their constituencies
and how many have since
found jobs. If we are all
looking at the Integrated

Basin Development and
Livelihoods Project
(IBDLP) as the only magic
wand to create
employment and to skill
the youth then all the
MLAs should be giving
their share of the 10% of
Rs 2 crore annually which
is Rs 20 lakh per MLA x 60
MLAs or Rs 12 crore
annually to the IBDLP. It
might make more sense
and allow for better
monitoring. As of now I
have not heard of any
social audit being carried
out on implementation of
MLA Schemes in any
constituency.

A critical point for
judging an MLA is to go
into his/her constituency
and check out the roads.
At no point in the history
of Meghalaya have roads
been as decrepit as they
are under the MUA-2
regime. But let me point
out to one critical road link
and that is the one going
towards the  Union
Christian College, Umiam,
ione of the premier
colleges of the state of
Meghalaya. That road is a
killer. It hardly exists now
and yet that area has some
of the best social
institutions such as
Siloam, an institute for the
hearing impaired and a
Jesuit institution. On that
road is also a premier 5-
star resort - Ri Kynjai and
several other much sought
after, guest houses. All
these institutions claim
they have written several
memoranda to the Chief
Minister but have got no
response. The coal trucks
carrying coal illegally from
West Khasi Hills and
violating the NGT, have
literally killed this road.
Yet the MLA, Ngaitlang
Dhar is not only all set to
contest the 2018 election,
but his brother,
Sniawbhalang  nurses
ambitions of being the
next Chief Minister (from
Jaintia Hills)! If that
happens and these
contractor-businessman
and part time MLAs
become part of the ruling
clique then as the Khasis
say "Lah jah kwah artad”
and the Jaintias even
better "Da chem ka bei." I
don't think these phrases
need interpretation. They
mean "nemesis." And
nemesis is where we are
headed for, unless, we the
people, get real, forget our
differences and come
together to defeat these
depraved forces!

TOTHEEDITOR

Will the food

inspectors act?

Editor,

Shillong is slowly
becoming synonymous with
food, from regional cuisines
to exquisite fine dining. For
those with the sweet tooth,
new joints like UNIQUE
SWEETS are a welcome
addition to the more

traditional Delhi Mistan
Bhandar and Palace.
Inspired by its growing fame
I decided to purchase some
sweets and a few pieces of
"Dhokla" on July 5th, 2017
from their joint located at
Police Bazar. The "Dhokla"
turned out to be stale and
rancid when I opened them
for consumption the same

day. When the stale
"Dhokla" was shown to the
proprietor, he was

combative and aggressively
dismissed

it as foul play.

The reason for this
quibble over such a trivial
issue was not influenced by
my desire to seek
compensation for a few
pieces of "Dhokla" but was
only meant to apprise the
proprietor of the need to

value his brand name and
the consumer's health and
safety. However, the
reaction of the proprietor
was like that of a snarky rich
kid rather than an apparently
successful young
entrepreneur.

Besides, the reason for
writing this needless letter
to the editor is not simply to

express my anguish as a
consumer  who  felt
humiliated and unsafe, but
to prod the departments of
the government invested
with the authority, to
routinely monitor the
quality and hygiene of food
served in these joints. I also
wish the snarky rich kid
grows up to be an ethical
entrepreneur interested
more in brand-name and
goodwill rather than simply
money-making.
Yours etc.
Rajesh Dev
Camp: Shillong

History

revisited

Editor,

The Khasi lady who
was at the receiving end at
the Delhi Golf Club (DGC)
last month has evoked
many reactions from the
political dispensation to
commoners like us. It is not
difficult to gauge the quick
reactions from the chief
minister of Meghalaya, his
counterpart in Assam and
even the PMO, given the
assembly elections due
early next year. Their take
is more or less centered on
the throne that is up for
grabs. But there have been
many reactions from
ordinary people and quite
rightly so! However in
these emotional outbursts
we have tried to fathom
only one side of the story
leaving aside the other.
Undoubtedly North-
easterners are facing all

sorts of racial abuses in
mainland India but why did
we stop to notice what we
ourselves (North-
easterners)have done and
are still doing to the non-
tribals and mainlanders in
our region. Anuran Medhi
and Zoukin Tungnung in
their column, "An Identity
Denial", (ST July 5, 2017),
contended that the employer
of Tailin Lyngdoh
confronted the DGC staff for
treading on a dangerous
path because she belonged
to the scheduled tribe. This
does not hold water in the
face of what we get to read,
hear and see about the
people of this region
elsewhere in the country.
They even mentioned that
the NE people have to deal
with various racists and
unflattering terms like
'chinki’, 'momo’, 'Chinese’,
'Nepali' and if I can add to
this list, '‘chowmein', which
the authors missed. But
what about the other side?
What are we doing or what
have we done to the non-
tribals and mainlanders? Do
we not use racial terms like
‘dkhar', 'mynder’, 'khar-bang,’
'khar-iap'etc., against the
non-tribals and outsiders in
the state? I learnt that all the
seven sister states have
similar pejorative terms they
use against non-tribals and
mainlanders in every state of
this region. So what are we
complaining about here for
the last many days? Is it not
that when our own is
targeted we feet the hurt,
whereas when it is meted

upon others then it is no
pain. My sympathies are
with Kong Tailin for what
she had gone through but I
totally agree with Janet
Hujon when she wrote in her
letter "The Delhi Debacle",
(ST July 5, 2017), that the
takeaway from this episode
is some "troubled soul
searching". "Would I have
leapt as courageously to the
defence of someone belittled
in this way?" wrote Hujon.
My own takeaway from this
episode is that history
repeats itself.
Yours etc.
A Lyngdoh
Shillong - 4

Time to
recognize Khasi

Language

Editor,

Sohra, the world famous
place formerly known as
Cherrapunjee is the home of
standard Khasi dialect. Even
the Gorkhas before entering
Shillong on their expedition
with British Force have of
their own volition started to
speak the Khasi language
with the Sohra people. If we
look back at the history, the
refined Khasi dialect was
spoken by the tribe since
1841. In Khasi some of the
Sanskrit as well as Nepali/
Gorkha words such as dhoti,
balti, mamla, chatni, roti/aata
etc were also accepted as
common dialects over the
past 200 years. If we go
through the literary criticism
in Khasi since 1920, there
were many poets who had

given rhythm to enhance the
Khasi language but due to
illiteracy and other reasons
it was not recorded until
"Soso Tham's" collection of
poems called "Ki Poetry
Khasi" come up in 1925.
When Meghalaya was
created in 1972, Mr RS
Lyngdoh was the first Khasi
to be nominated as member
of the Sahitya Akademi. He
has vociferously advocated
for the recognition of Khasi
language. Even the late chief
minister of Meghalaya, B.B.
Lyngdoh was a staunch
advocate for getting the
Khasi language recognised
by the Sahitya Akademi
during his term as Chief
Minister.  Even  Paul
Lyngdoh, MLA and former
minister has been
advocating for the same.
Kolkata University
recognised the Khasi
language up to the Degree
level to be at par with
Assamese language in 1919.
When the  Assamese
language got recognition by
the Sahitya Akademi and
was also placed in the 8th
Schedule, the non-inclusion
of Khasi language by the
Sahitya Akademi reeks of
discrimination especially
when it has fulfilled all the
criteria laid down by the
Akademi. The  Khasi
language is one of the
recognised subjects for
Honours and Post Graduate
teaching in North Eastern Hill
University (NEHU).Many
authors , poets, intellectuals
and above all Education
Department, Govt. of

Meghalaya have time and
again advocated for its
recognition. We are now
awaiting a notification
from the Sahitya Akademi,
New Delhi to rejoice in the
aspiration of the masses.
I am optimistic that, if
intellectuals and various
committees of the State
raises their voice for its
recognition then it will not
take long before the Khasi
language is recognised by
the Sahitya Akademi. "The
Meghalaya Nepali Sahitya
Sammelan" is of the
opinion that with
recognition of Khasi
language, Nepali language
would also be enriched
and there will be mutual
co-existence by
exchanging views with
one another. It has been
decided that the
Meghalaya Nepali Sahitya
Sammelan would take up
the matter vigorously with
Sahitya Akademi after the
concluding function of
the ongoing 203rd 'Bhanu
Jayanti' celebration on
July 16, 2017 along with a
member of the Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi and
other like-minded persons
for inclusion of Khasi
language. I also request
other intellectuals and
organisations to take up
the matter with zeal.
Yours etc.,
Dinesh Sharma,
Advisor
Meghalaya Nepali
Sahitya Sammelan
Shillong-2

China poses serious threat to entire North-East

‘Middle kingdom’
mentality
increasingly on show

By Barun Das Gupta

In the last four or five
weeks, the military threat
from China to India's entire
north-east has become
apparent. Not since 1962
have Chinese troop
movements become so
menacing. The trouble
started on the 1st of June
when personnel of the PLA
were found constructing a
road in the Doko La or
Dokolam area near Sikkim,
which India claims as its
own and the Chinese claim
to be theirs.

Doko La is situated in the
Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction in the Chumbi
Valley. A look at the map will
show that the valley is like a
dagger lunged between the
Indian state of Sikkim and
Bhutan, which 1is a
protectorate of India. It is

omitting Assam and Tripura.
The local people of the first
four states are of Mongoloid
origin. Assam and Tripura
are non-Mongoloid. It may
be recalled that the Naga
insurgency movement, in its
early days, got help from the
Chinese.

It may not be entirely
fortuitous that China's face-
off with India at Chumbi
Valley has come at a time
when, first, the Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha has
revived  its  militant
movement for a separate
Gorkhaland and  the
Darjeeling hills are burning;
and second, Sikkim Chief
Minister Pawan Chamling
has supported the separate
Gorkhaland demand as the
only way to bring peace in
the hills. And thirdly, the

“Students of Chinese history know
that the Chinese rulers - ancient or
modern, dynastic or nationalist or
communist - have always been
obsessed with the 'Middle Kingdom'
mentality. The characteristics of this
mentality are, first, that the Chinese
are superior to all other races,
second, that China is the centre of
civilization and third, the Chinese
have the inherent right to rule the
world. This mentality runs counter
to the very concept of democracy.”

not necessary to go into old
history or examine the
Chinese claims and the
'documents' they show or
refer to in support of their
claim. The simple fact is that
for all these years since
India's independence and
even after the 1962 Sino-
Indian war, China never tried
to build a road in this highly
sensitive and strategically
important area.

Another look at the map
will  show that the
construction of the road will
enable the Chinese to bring
the point of the 'dagger' to
the vital Siliguri corridor,
just short of touching it. The
Siliguri corridor, or the
'Chicken's Neck', which it is
commonly called, connects
mainland India with its

north-east comprising
seven states with an
aggregate geographical

area of 2,55,511 sq. kms or
98,653 sq.miles. China has
for a long time been claiming
the whole of Arunachal
Pradesh, calling it 'Southern
Tibet'. But cutting off the
Chicken's Neck will mean
the whole of north-east will
come under Chinese control.
This is the crux of the
problem and that is why
India can never allow the
Chinese to build a road in
the Doko La region.

Three years ago in 2014,
China's official news
agency Xinhua in a report
said, among other things,
that: "Experts say that
isolation and years of
neglect by the Indian
government have fuelled
underdevelopment,
occasional tribal unrest and
insurgency in the region,
thus hampering overall
growth of the north-eastern
India." The message is clear:
India has neglected the

north-east and is
responsible for its
underdevelopment or

backwardness. The charge
is, of course, not true. The
Union Ministry of DONER
(Development of North East
India) has been pumping in
massive doses of funds to
accelerate the pace of
development of the N.E.
China has, time and
again, expressed its sense
of identification with the
Mongoloid people of the
North-East. Intriguingly, the
Xinhua report mentioned
above identified only
Manipur, Mizoram,
Meghalaya and Nagaland
as India's north-east,

Intelligence agencies of
West Bengal have reported
that Chinese arms are
clandestinely flowing into
Darjeeling through Nepal.

In July, 2013, an article
was posted in the website
of the Chinese news agency
Zhongquo Xinwenshe. The
article titled 'Six Wars China
Must Fight in the Coming
50 Years' laid out the time
table of the wars: the war to
unify Taiwan (2020-2025);
the war to recover the
various islands of the South
China Sea (2025-2030); the
war to recover Southern
Tibet (2035-2040); the war to
recover Diaoyutai and the
Ryukyus (2045-2050); the
war to unify Outer
Mongolia (2045-2050); and
the war to recover the
territory seized by Russia
(2055-2060).

Students of Chinese
history know that the
Chinese rulers - ancient or
modern, dynastic or
nationalist or communist -
have always been obsessed
with the 'Middle Kingdom'
mentality. The
characteristics of this
mentality are, first, that the
Chinese are superior to all
other races, second, that
China is the centre of
civilization and third, the
Chinese have the inherent
right to rule the world. This
mentality runs counter to
the very concept of
democracy.

In his book The Birth of
Communist China, C.P.
Fitzgerald, who had spent
years in China and studied
the Chinese at first hand,
observed: "No ancient
Chinese terms meaning
'democracy' or 'aristocracy'
ever existed. But the Chinese
sages did very actively
contend for opposed
systems of autocratic rule."

It would be naive to
believe that the Indian
Prime Minister's recent
meeting with Donald Trump
or his current visit to Israel
has provoked Beijing to
raise the threshold of
hostility and confrontation
in the Doko La region. The
Chinese are pursuing a cold
and calculated policy to
retard India's economic
growth and prevent India's
rise as a strong military
power that can stand up to
China's bullying and be a
source of strength for
China's smaller neighbours.
(IPA Service)
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“Aman's dreams are an index to his
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By Sonali Jha Chatterjee

ammu & Kashmir has often been

in news for turmoil and dishar-

mony. Amidst all this, however,

creativity flows too in different

forms. Theatre person Aarushi
Thakur, thinks that the urge to create
often overpowers despair about the con-
flicts around.

The 27-year-old stage artiste’s plays
are often adapted from the English clas-
sics and is enacted in English for a pri-
marily Hindi and Dogri audience. The
audience has not only accepted it but is
clamouring for more.

Daughter of well-known theatre direc-
tor Balwant Thakur, Aarushi, however,
never had plans to enter the stage though
she often travelled with her father’s the-
atre group, Natrang. In fact, it was the
travelling that attracted her more than
acting.

While studying International Politics
in London, she attended a theatre work-
shop at the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Arts (RADA).

“I realised then that I liked theatre after
all. I could work 24 hours without getting
exhausted. Theatre consumed me,” she
recalls about her stint at RADA.

Back home, while preparing for
UPSC, she realised this was not her call-
ing and got involved in various theatre
productions. What about the absence of
any formal theatre training?

“Well, it would have been a good idea
to be formally trained, but I feel that this
lacuna has made me more cautious and
led me to work doubly hard since I didn’t
have the backing of any formal coaching
by teachers in this profession. My father
did introduce me to various books on the-
atre but didn’t coach me,” she says.

Since then she has acted and directed
unique productions that pushed her
prowess to the limits, way beyond what
she thought was possible. She began with
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens,
which she feels is her best production.

The story played and replayed a thou-
sand times in her head like a movie while
going through the text in school. After
adapting and scripting it she selected a
part of the novel and took a huge leap of
faith by putting up the play in English.
This play performed by amateurs, not
very comfortable with English, received
widespread appreciation. Her father’s
praise for her theatrical skills as a direc-
tor, “When Dad said, Iske aur shows kar-
waenge (we will have more shows of
this), I knew I had achieved something.

A scene from A
Midsummer Night's
Dream and (below

right) Aarushi Thakur

New-age theatre director Aarushi Thakur brings
fresh whiff of air to trouble-torn Jammu

That was my biggest push,” Aarushi says.

What Aarushi had achieved was
unique in Jammu. No one had performed
from the Classics in English for the stage.
The encouragement she received from
the theatre fraternity spurred her and she
picked wup her next production,
Roshomon. Movie buffs know of this
iconic movie directed by Akira Kurosawa
where the characters of the movie pro-
vide different versions of the same inci-
dent.

Again Aarushi came up with her ver-
sion and she had characters playing three
wives with their perspectives. It wasn’t
surprising that she was discouraged from

taking up this work.

“I was not concerned about the success
of my play. I had no yardstick to measure
myself. I simply believed in what I was
doing. That led me to take unconven-
tional topics, I suppose,” she says, recol-
lecting those days.

She chose Jammu’s Amar Mahal, a
beautiful building located on a hillock as
her venue, with the summer breeze
adding to the magic. The play’s success
went beyond her imagination, especially
so when some remarked that the play was
good enough to be performed in Broad-
way. “Thankfully all the praise didn’t get
into my head, all due to my Dad, who

kept me grounded.”

After this success, Aarushi staged
Dickens’ Oliver Twist and Roald Dahl’s
Matilda, both with children. She con-
sciously moved away from the dark
themes of her first two productions. She,
of course, was not happy with doing only
adaptations, and wrote her play, Let my
Country Awake, a hard hitting piece on
child abuse.

“Though my Dad was against doing
this play with kids, I felt I was doing the
right thing. We as theatre people need to
raise these issues.”

Henry and Ann came next and this was
executed after six months of research,

based on the love story of King Henry
VIII and Ann Boleyn. During this time,
she attended a workshop with the Na-
tional School of Drama (NSD) and the
story played on in her mind. For the first
time, she explored body theatre.

Strangely, though a new age director,
Aarushi feels strongly about excessive
experimentation on stage and finds most
young directors crossing limits in the
name of creativity. She is a stickler for
stories and does not believe in being ca-
sual while handling classics.

About a year ago, Aarushi made a con-
scious decision to direct plays in Hindi.
Seeing people interested in theatre, she
felt the use of Hindi would attract an even
larger audience. This time she picked up
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. This was her first comedy in
Hindi and it took her more than three
months to prepare.

She had to create a flow chart to explain
the story to her actors because the plot was
quite baffling. There were three different
plots, 31 actors and the play was an hour
and a half long. All of these could drive a
director up the wall, but not Aarushi. She
gave each actor a specific character and a
specific costume. The punch lines had to
be timed appropriately. There were times
when the actors would roll in laughter
while rehearsing and as the frequency of
rehearsals grew, the laughter died down
and the group worried over the fact
whether the audience would laugh at all.
But laugh they did and each show was
packed.

“While conducting workshops at Na-
trang Theatre, I find that parents are very
interested in getting their children in-
volved in theatre. This trend has come in
since the past five years or so. Also the
fact that theatre has been introduced as a
curriculum in many schools speaks of its
importance. This gives an outlet to the cre-
ativity of students and builds their confi-
dence,” shares Aarushi.

So where is Aarushi headed next? “I
need to fall in love with a script and then
start work on it,” she says. For the last
couple of months she had been working
on Shakespeare’s Twelfith Night.

“This has taken long to materialise as
my actors were busy with other plays
being staged by Natrang. But finally the
play has hit the stage.” And how! On June
19, the play opened to a packed house at
the famous ‘Kingdom of Dreams’ venue
in Gurugram. Next it hits Chandigarh and
Jammu.

Who would say that Aarushi was a re-
luctant entrant to the stage? (TWF)

['m ok, you re not!

By Alfonso Elengikal

ome time ago, I read an interesting
S story about a senior citizen who felt

that his wife, of late, isn’t hearing
what he is communicating to her. He felt
she possibly needed medical care. So, he
quietly shared the matter with a doctor
friend of his.

After listening to him, the doctor said:
“Before we proceed further, let’s double
check that she isn’t really hearing what you
say. When she is in the kitchen, ask her
something from the next room. If she is not
replying to your query go closer, say about
30ft away from her, and ask her the same
question. If you feel she has not heard you,
go closer still and from about 10 ft away,
repeat the question. If she is still not reply-
ing, you can bring her to me for a check-up,
and I shall do the needful.”

The man went home deciding to act, the
very next morning. His wife was as usual
preparing breakfast in the kitchen. He
called out to her, “Darling, what’s that you
are preparing for breakfast, today? There
was no reply. So, as the doctor had advised,
he went nearer and asked her: “What do we
have for breakfast, today?” There was still

Many of us go
ahead in life with
the attitude ‘l am
okay and you are

not okay’
or ‘'l do not make
mistakes; he/she is
the one who is at
fault’ mentality

no answer! He went closer, and asked
again: “Darling, what are you cooking for
our breakfast?”” The wife still did not reply.
He was now fully convinced that she
needed to be taken to the doctor friend,
soon.

So, they went to meet the doctor that
evening. The doctor saw the couple com-
ing in, and he greeted them from his con-
sulting room. “Good evening, please come
in.” The wife promptly replied, “Thank
you, doctor.”

As they entered his chamber, the doctor
asked: “How are you doing?”

The wife quickly replied: “We are fine,
doctor.” The doctor told them,”Please sit
down.” The wife soon sat down while the
husband remained standing, looking at his
wife scornfully for being bad mannerly!

The specialist did not require much
time to find out who needed treatment first.
He gently convinced his reluctant friend

that it is he who requires treatment, and not
his wife! He wrote down on his pad
“HEARING AID”, gave it to him, and saw
them off.

Many of us go ahead in life with the at-
titude of the elderly man: the “I am OK.
and you are not OK attitude” or “I do not
make mistakes; he/she is the one who is at
fault mentality” and so fail to make true
progress in life, besides making a fool of
ourselves.

A woman was waiting at the Guwahati
Airport, after the security check, for her Jet
Airways flight to arrive from Kolkata. She
was immersed in reading when an an-
nouncement was made that the flight is de-
layed. So, she went and got a packet of
biscuits for any further eventuality, re-
turned to her chair and continued reading
the book in hand. After a while, she turned
to the other side and was surprised to see
the man sitting on the next chair opening a
packet of biscuits. He took out a biscuit,
ate it, and kept the packet down. The lady
frowned at him and continued reading.

Before long, she saw him picking up
another biscuit from the packet and eating.
Unable to control her anger, she snatched
the packet from him and walked off, by
when the flight had already landed. She
soon boarded the flight, still holding the
packet of biscuits in her hands. Once
seated, she opened her bag to keep it in. To
her shame, she saw the packet she had
bought intact in her bag, and realized,
though late, that she was eating the biscuits
the man had bought for himself!

I vividly remember a man telling me,
years ago, “I have never made a mistake
over the past twenty-five years!” I retorted
spontaneously, “It is time then to celebrate
the silver jubilee of your not making a mis-
take over that many years.”

Surprisingly, there are quite a few of
them around. It is regarding them that
Jesus once told the following story to his
listeners, about two men who went to pray:
one a religious leader, and the other a tax
collector (Luke 18: 9 - 15).

The religious leader went straight into
the temple and prayed aloud: “I thank you,
God, that I am not greedy, dishonest ....like
everyone else. I am not even like that tax
collector over there; 1 fast twice a week,
and give you one tenth of my income.”
But, the tax collector beat his breast, and
prayed from outside, “God, have mercy on
me, a sinner.”

The first man thought God was highly
pleased with his prayer. But, Jesus told the
people that it was the tax collector who
went home, at peace with God.

We shall never please God or men with
our “I am OK, You are not OK.” attitude,
or by thinking that all mistakes are made
on the other side of the fence, and that we
are always on the right side. It is wiser,
then, to acknowledge that we are all prone
to make mistakes, and seek guidance from
God and from the learned!

‘Proud to wear my Jainsem’

Tailin Lyngdoh is proud of her pro-
fession and believes that there is no rea-
son for anyone to discriminate against
a human being on the basis of his or her
job profile. She also believes that a per-
son cannot be judged by his or her at-
tire. So when on June 25, Lyngdoh, also
lovingly called Kong Tailin, was asked
to leave a luncheon, organised by P
Thimmayya Goel (niece of General
Thimmayya, one of the most famous
army man of post independence India),
by two officials of Delhi Golf Club be-
cause “maids” are not allowed, she felt
demeaned. The officials’words discom-
fited her and eight other guests, includ-
ing Lyngdoh’s employer Nivedita
Barthakur Sondhi, who walked out of
the club without having their food. For
Lyngdoh, it is still a mystery how can
her Jainsem, the Khasi traditional dress
that she had worn proudly to many a
high-profile get-together, be marked as
a “maids dress”.

Lyngdoh opens up to The Shillong
Times and shares her bitter experience
at the elite club. She also tells the news-
paper how the rudeness was in sharp
contrast to the warmth she had received
from people in western countries.

Can you narrate what exactly hap-
pened on June 25 at Delhi Golf
Club?

We reached from Abu Dhabi on Satur-
day (June 24). On the 25th, Pam aunty
had invited all of us for lunch at Delhi
Golf Club. Pam aunty was there to re-
ceive us and we sat at our table at the
end of the room. After we had ordered
our drinks and 10-15 minutes into our
lunch. two persons, a man and a
woman came to me and said that [ look
like a “maid” and therefore cannot sit
at the table and be in the dining room.
When Nivedita asked how can you say
she is a maid? Pam aunty also said that
I am her guest.

They refused to believe and said I
look like a maid, I am dressed like a
maid and I look like a “Nepali”.
Nivedita tried explaining that Pam
aunty (Goel) had invited us and that |
was amongst the guests at the table.
She also explained that her dress is
Khasi Jainsem and that she herself is
from Assam. And that I belong to Shil-
long. But they did not listen.

After that we all, nine of us, includ-
ing Raghav (Sondhi’s nine-year-old
son), left the Golf Club as they would
not let me stay and eat inside the din-
ing room.

Was there any direction from the
Club on the dress code for that func-
tion for men, women and children?

This was not a function. Pam aunty,
who is a member of the club, invited us
all. Why would I go to a place if [ was

(Left) Lyngdoh with nine-year-old Raghav and a day out with Sondhi family in Abu Dhabi

“The club is wrong here because if they did not have the rule
against domestic workers’ entering their dining room, they would
not have dared to come and ask me to leave. They were only
following the club rules. | would like to say to the club that all
professions are same — no job is bigger or greater”

Tailin Lyngdoh

TALKING POINT

not invited? Raghav was asked (to
wear) long pants and shoes but we all
wore our own dress; two other ladies
wore sarees, Nivedita wore a dress and
Pam aunty wore a skirt. I wore my
Jainsem.

Do you think attire should be the
reason for discrimination?

People wear different dresses now;
how can people be told ‘maid’ or some-
thing by what they wear. I am proud to
wear my Jainsem and [ always wear it.
How can they say it’s a maid’s dress!

What would you like to tell those two
employees of the club?

The club is wrong here because if they
did not have the rule against domestic
workers’ entering their dining room,
they would not have dared to come and
ask me to leave. They were only fol-
lowing the club rules. I would like to
say to the club that all professions are
same — no job is bigger or greater. |

look after children and I do it with dig-
nity and pride. You have no right to
treat me or anyone like me so badly or
unequally. I am as human as you are.

Your humiliation is the culmination
of ignorance. However, do you think
it was only discrimination against
the traditional dress of a particular
tribe or class differentiation?

I saw rich people and educated people
there that day; they were not ignorant
people! They do not think people like
us are worth treating as humans; as if
we don’t have heart or pride.

If you think Jainsem is the sole vic-
tim in the fiasco, then why?

They thought Jainsem was a maid’s
dress and I looked like a maid in that
dress. How can they think like that?

Do you think discrimination on
labour identity is a gross violation of
human rights in this century?

I only know the club did not think I
should be treated as their equal or as a
human being. They did not think I was
good enough to eat with them.

You have been to several countries.
How is it different from India?

I have stayed in London for eight years
and then now in Abu Dhabi. I have
been to other places in England and
Europe and Sri Lanka. These countries
are very different; in their food,
weather and people. Most people don’t
treat me differently just because I work
as a nanny. [ have always been treated
as an equal.

Have you ever faced any kind of dis-
crimination or endured glares be-
cause of your attire or economic
status?

Never. I have always worn a Jainsem
and never has anyone told me my dress
looks like a maid’s. In foreign countries
people walk up to me and say what a
beautiful dress I am wearing. Even in
Bangalore, Goa, Kerala and other places
I have travelled in India (but) no one has
ever thrown me out like this.
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Keep the weird
news coming

boy named Hal Warden, 16, suc-
Acessfully divorced his wife, who

was 13. They had been married a
year.

It was actually the boy’s second mar-
riage. His first marriage had been to an
“older woman”. He’d been 12, she was 14.

Both marriages produced children. But
family life was all too much for Hal.

His first wife complained to the judge
about her 12-year-old husband: “He was
acting like a 10-year-old.”

That’s a true story from the US state of
Tennessee which is remembered with great
affection by columnists such as the present
writer, who specialise in amazing-but-true
tales from around the world.

That’s because it appeared in the very
first News of the Weird syndicated news-
paper column, in 1988. I was reminded of
it by the news that that column’s writer,
Chuck Shepherd, has just announced his
retirement.

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

This is bad news for the planet. The less
weird news there is, the more people will
discuss boring, serious things such as the
impending end of civilisation, etc.

Individual odd-but-true news items have
always appeared in the media, but some
streams ran for decades, such as Chuck’s
series, and that of the present writer, who
has been writing funny-but-true columns
since the 1980s, including the Traveller’s
Tales column in the Far Eastern Economic
Review.

That column featured funny stuff that
travellers had seen — such as the amused
Chinese reader who sent in a photo of a
German hostelry called The Bad Hotel.
(Bad in German means spa-bath.)

And the Western traveller who found a
medical practice specialising in sexual dis-
eases in Taiwan called the Happy VD

Individual odd-but-true
news items have
always appeared in the
media, but some
streams ran for
decades, like Chuck'’s
series, and that of the
present writer, who
has been writing
funny-but-true columns
since the 1980s

Clinic.

Earlier this year, two of the Internet’s
best weird news websites, Nothing To Do
With Abroath and The Presurfer, stopped
abruptly after the deaths of their respective
writers (Kevin Gray and Gerard Vlem-
mings).

Does all this mean that the world will be-
come less weird?

The opposite seems to be true: Life is
getting increasingly bizarre.

Just in recent weeks, readers wrote to me
about a mass outbreak of transgenderism in
ariver’s fish population, the discovery of a
tribe which evolved to be immune to poi-
son, and a man who “identifies as an alien”.

People are weird. Life is strange. There’s
really nothing quite like it.

But let’s give the last anecdote to Chuck
Shepherd. In 1995, he alerted the world to
the antics of jailbird Robert Lee Brock,
who filed a $5 million lawsuit against
Robert Lee Brock.

Yes, Brock sued himself, arguing that his
dark side, by committing numerous crimes,
had violated the rights of his good side. “I
ask the state to pay it on my behalf since I
can’t work and am a ward of the state,” he
said.

Judges threw out his lawsuit. But at least
his cheekiness gave people a smile.

In the meantime, thanks to Google
Translate and Autocorrect, the number of
funny menu items sent in by readers, par-
ticularly in East Asia, continues to grow.
From Japan, we have “Roasted Husband”,
from China we have “Stir-Fried Wikipedia
With Pimientos” and an item on a Tai-
wanese menu is translated: “I Can’t Find
On Google But It’s Delicious™.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and comments
via his Facebook page)

‘My daughters have
determined mindsets’

By Shoma A. Chatterji

This writer met Sridevi at the Cairo
International Film Festival some years
ago. She was much more beautiful in a
gold lame sari in person than she ap-
peared on screen. An interview could
not happen because she was constantly
surrounded by her Egyptian fans and
wives of bureaucrats in the Indian Em-
bassy. She was a picture of her unas-
suming self, far removed from the halo
her star image exudes. But ahead of
Mom's release she gave a candid inter-
view. Excerpts:

This is your 300th film. How have
things changed since the time you
were ruling the industry as leading
lady?

I am happy with the way things have
changed. But I also hold on to the sweet
memories of my Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam and Kannada films way
back so many years ago. The nostalgia
of old films is directly linked to mem-
ories of my mother who would always
be by my side since I made my debut
as a child artist. Even when I some-
times chance upon an old film on tele-
vision, it takes me back to those years
and I enjoy the feeling.

You are now a mother of two grow-
ing daughters. How much is your
role in Mom close to your real life
role as mother?

I do not think an actor needs to com-
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(Above) A scene from English-Vinglish and poster of the new film Mom

pare between real life and screen char-
acters. The two are very different. But
it helps internalising the character as it
did for English-Vinglish in which I also
play mother of two kids.

This is a woman-centric film and so
was English-Vinglish. Bollywood
films are now portraying very strong
women characters as protagonists.
What is your take on this?

I am very happy the way things have
changed. We have wonderful films like
Kahani, Queen, Neerja, NH10 and so
on. But in the past too, I have done
quite a few woman-centric films or
very challenging roles in films like Mr.
India, Chandni, Nagina, Chaalbaaz,
Lamhe, Gumraah, Ladla and Judaai. I
am happy because my recent films are
in keeping with this change.

What was your take on the thumping
success of English-Vinglish?

It was necessary to discover what hap-
pens when as an actress, I come back
with a completely different image.
English-Vinglish opened that window
for me. My mind was filled with ques-
tions. There was a lot of intrigue. I was

riddled with an inner tension. So, when
the film became a critical and commer-
cial hit, it was a different kind of hap-
piness that gave me the confidence to
g0 on acting.

Is Mom mainly about a mother and
her relationship with her daughter?
It is not just about a mother and the is-
sues that crop up between her and her
teenaged daughter. Let us say that it
goes much beyond that. It also probes
into issues teenagers face while grow-
ing up, with problems of adolescence
where they feel their parents do not un-
derstand them and so on. It is basically
about family relationships tweaked dif-
ferently. I am very happy that the direc-
tor placed full faith in me to play this
character.

How different is your relationship
with your daughters Jhanvi and
Khushi compared to your own rela-
tionship with your mother?

I was an extremely obedient child and
my mother used to say I was very shy
and she was right. Her word was the
gospel for me and she practically held
my hand, took me through the lanes

and galleys of life which includes my
career. She decided on my dress, make-
up, films, diet, routine, everything. But
today, I find that my daughters have
very determined mindsets. We do have
a give-and-take relationship where they
often give suggestions and I accept
them when I find they are interesting.
They always ask me before deciding on
something serious and that is a strong
point. They are independent but they
also need me around. (Smiles).

What is your criteria for accepting a
role or film?

It is mostly my instinct that decides me
on arole. It is the screenplay that holds
the greatest importance for me. I see
what my role is within a screenplay that
keeps with the changing trends of sto-
ries and characters today. I insist on
reading the script which gives me a
clear idea of my position within the
film and how my character fits into the
script.

Mom is a home production by you
and husband Bonny Kapoor? Was
there a special burden this placed on
your work in the film?

I was not within the production sce-
nario at all. Bonny-ji was at the helm of
affairs. I concentrated only on realising
my character in the film. Bonnyji is ex-
perienced as a producer. I am not.
Today, producers give their actors and
technicians enough creative freedom.
To tell the truth, I was an actress doing
my job and I was so immersed in my
work that it often happened that I did
not have the time to even talk to
Bonny-ji during the shooting of the
film except greet him in the morning
and say ‘good night’ at night. He bore
the entire burden, not me.

Since English-Vinglish, your screen
image has changed from what it was
before in films like Himmatwala and
Tohfa. Is this a conscious decision?

I believe that one needs to keep with
the changing times. Earlier, I had a
glamorous image because of the films
I featured in that projected me as a
glamorous character, singing and danc-
ing and romancing the hero. Today, I
am the mother of two growing daugh-
ters and I wouldn’t fit into those roles
any more. [ am happy that I am now
doing films that are offering me a plat-
form that matches my age and the au-
dience has liked me doing this. (TWF)

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi
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Looking through the lens

Full Moon on your solar return chart suggests a good year ahead.
Upgrade your friendships and social circles to reflect the higher spiritual
vibrations you're now operating with. New opportunities to fine-tune your
spiritual awareness and intuition will appear that will encourage you to
live life to the fullest this year. Yellow can awaken your enterprising side,
50 add this color to your wardrobe and surrounds to ensure that all your
efforts bear fruit. You'll be focused on enlarging your career this year, as
new opportunities take you out of stagnation and inspire new growth and
direction.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
You tend to concentrate your vital force on self-nurturing as
well as nurturing those close to you. It is a time to honor your
roots, stabilize your home life, and build the connections you

have with the family. It's a favorable time to open up
conversations with loved ones. This is a good time to go for
higher learning and joining new courses 1o enhance your

professional skills and efficiency. Your mind is especially
inquisitive and you bring in a new perspective too. Short trips,

and other forms of communication and making connections,

appeal strongly.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
Your social life is likely to increase and bring you in contact
with influential and helpful people. It's a good time to do
something that requires additional bravery or courage, as
some of your inhibitions are released and you live more
spiritedly. Competitive activities, such as sports or busi-
ness, thrive in this period. Career and reputation matters
require extra attention. Realistic levels of optimism and
confidence are with you, and you are able to attract fortunate
circumstances into your life. Problems are easier to resolve.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
You would be establishing a happy and harmonious work
environment through friendly relations with co-workers.
Tidying up your work area too comes into focus now.
Romantic and social activities may revolve around your
working environment. You are generally well liked and
respected socially on the job right now. Some laziness is
possible now, as you tend to be drawn to leisure activities.
Perhaps you are socializing more than usual. You have good
team spirit and are more factful with your co-workers.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This phase brings new responsibilities. These are likely to
present themselves and you would take them more seri-
ously. You are especially fond of the home life and are more
family oriented. Take care when it comes to presenting
ideas, writing letters, and any detail work. You may not see
the whole picture. Extra care should be exercised when it
comes to real estate matters and domestic issues. Be as non-
judgmental as you can with family members. Business
expansion and new professional opportunities are worth
considering; you have to positively use your talents and
efficiency.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

Matters related to higher education, religion and worship and
publishing proceed smoothly. This is an excellent time to

seek advanced training and further your education. You
would work in association with well experienced people and
his brings more confidence and you use your best talents

and co-relate all activities related to augment the business
and boost work opportunities. It may be challenging to keep
a healthy perspective regarding deeply personal matters and
family. It's an excellent time for entertainment and to pursue
hobbies.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

People in authority tend to be more inclined to appreciate you
and recognize your work. This is the right time to share
views, ideas and feelings with people around you. You
would do best to allow yourself to explore your inner needs
so that you can nurture yourself and others in a healthy,
growth-oriented manner. You are looking to expand your

activities, and you may find that you have a lot of energy
for hiaher studies. travel. or brand new subiects. You would
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be able to see the world around you in practical terms. There
are chances of new associations and beginnings as new
opportunities and changes come about.
Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
Any love affair begun now will be characterized by good cheer,
having fun, and a fair share of emotions. You would enjoy
increased powers of concentration. You may require solitude in
order to get mental work done. Your memory is more retentive
than usual, and your thoughts often tum to personal matters,
family, and loved ones. Try to hold off on household repairs if
you can. Put off decision-making with regard to home improve-
ment, moving, and family matters for the time being. New
initiatives surrounding home and property are best left for a better
time.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
This is a very self-expressive time when you have lots of
energy, but not necessarily the self-discipline to match. You
have more energy at your disposal to express yourself
creatively, through activities with children, romantic activities,
hobbies, or sports. This could be an especially passionate time
as your love life may step up and you tend to put more energy
into play and pleasure. You are more playful than usual, and
especially magnetic. The flowing, expressive, and spontane-
ous energy surrounding you attracts like-minded people. Be
sure to take time to enjoy yourself. You remain practical, realistic
and your judgment is sound.
Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
New horizons in your romantic and love life open up. You may
also wish to enhance your personal appearance in some way,
such as getting a new hair style or purchasing clothing,
cosmetics, and the like. Social gatherings are also very positive
for you now. You also tend to spend money on impulse or whim,
especially on something that has more emotional appeal than
practical value. You might enjoy favourable outcomes when it
comes 1o legal affairs, education, and travel. This is a sociable,
and perhaps self-indulgent, time when the pursuit of pleasure is
one of your high priorities. At this time you are inclined to invest

your time and money into making your environment more
beautiful and comfortable.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
You would maintain an optimum balance between optimism and
practicality. You might have a more materialistic view of life and
are more atiracted to objects and possessions that give you a
sense of security and status.  Your business partnerships are
highlighted right now, and it's time to compromise and adjust.
Insecurities in your partnerships are brought to light now, and
the best way to handle this is to understand that you need others
instead of competing. Trying to go it alone won't work just now.
Concentrate on truly listening to those close to you, and on
playing a supportive role. You feel reflective rather than
expressive.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
An especially busy, and perhaps hectic, period on the domestic
front is indicated. For example, you might take work to your
home or find that people drop by your home often. You may need
to adjust your plan of action. Errors in judgment made now are
likely due to impulsiveness and the overlooking of crucial
details. You could have so many new ideas that you don't have
fime to implement. Your family, home, property concems, and
heritage come into focus and become a source of pride. Its
perhaps not yet a time to make a vital presentation or to come
on strong to the world.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You would express your sympathetic and compassionate side.
The seeds you plant now, you will reap later. You might pay
attention to various ways to increase personal funds, resulting
in more than one avenue for monetary gain. Career and

‘ < reputation peak at this time. Your credibility is important and

po efforts at self-promotion might be made now. You're at your best

when you are showing the world your practical, competent, and

responsible side. There will be a fluctuation in energy levels

before a balance is achieved. Health will take a turn for the better.

By Ranjan K Baruah

11 of us want to keep memories
Acaptured in some forms. One of

the best sources of keeping mem-
ories is photographs. Photographs or pho-
tography have been integral part of one’s
life. But with the progress of science and
technology there have been changes in
photography. Now it has become easy for
many to click easily and save the photo-
graphs for a long period of time or publish
it according to their need.

With the explosion of the communica-
tion network, the growth of advertising
and media and the fashion boom, and dig-
ital photography, it has now become a pro-
fession with great commercial value.
Photos are an essential part in both print
and electronic media. So this is an area of-
fering great scope for those who have an
interest and attributes needed to be a pro-
fessional.

The best part is someone with less aca-
demic qualification may also excel in this
field.Being a creative medium, photogra-
phy requires more of inherent talent for
success than formal training and exposure.

There are no specific academic require-
ments for full-time courses in photography;
however, candidates who have cleared the
10+2 exam are eligible for the diploma/cer-
tificate courses in photography.

But to be successful photographers it is

always advisable to do formal college or
higher studies which bring more value to
the individual. Photography is also offered
as an optional subject for a bachelor's de-
gree in Fine Arts. Besides the academic re-
quirements, having a background in
computers or electronics, related work ex-
perience and training is beneficial for
making a break in the field.

Besides photo journalists, there are fea-

1

Photography

ture photography, commercial/ industrial
photographer, advertising photographs,
fashion photography, fine arts photogra-
phers, digital photography, nature and
wildlife photography, wedding photogra-
pher, kids photographer, forensic photog-
raphy, etc.

Some of the courses associated with
photography are Certificate Course in Ad-
vanced Photography, Basic Photography,
Digital Photography, Fashion Photogra-
phy, Photo Journalism, Photography or
some special diploma programme in Fash-
ion Photography, Professional Photogra-
phy, etc. One needs to have some of the
good qualities to excel in this field. Com-
munication skill is important at the same
time command over English language and
other language is always considered as
added feature.

There is scope for this profession in
places like Meghalaya as the state’s rich
biodiversity and culture is to be known by
people outside the state. People who are
photographers can click the pictures and
send it to various sources through which
they can earn name and fame.

Using appropriate technology is must as
that helps someone to prove his or her tal-
ent through photography. Successful pho-
tographers are always in demand by
people or various departments. Freelanc-
ing has been always a good option for the
photographers as they can explore more
with this but they need to be good in net-
working so that people know about them.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at

bkranjan @ gmail.com or 98640 55558
for any career related queries. )
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Naga super model Ket-
holeno with participants
at Nungshiba’s First
Basic Doll Making Train-
ing, a 45-day course
which concluded on June
21, in Dimapur. Five can-
didates (four are in pic-
ture), two of whom are
differently-abled, have
got job offers from
Nungshiba, said propri-
etor Zuboni Humtsoe.
The training is supported
by the Women Resource
Development Depart-
ment of Nagaland.
The second training will
commence from July
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Modi’s Israel sojourn
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s Israel trip
proved a great success. Bilateral ties between the
two countries have been elevated to a strategic

partnership. Modi and Israeli Prime Minister,

Benjamin Netanyahu got on extremely well.
Netanyahu described the partnership as a ‘marriage

made in heaven’. Policy synergies have emerged. A

number of agreements have been signed in such

sectors as agriculture, water conservation and

satellite technologies. India is already Israel’s largest

defence client. The collaboration is expected to
expand considerably. New Delhi is looking forward

to the supply of armed drones from Tel Aviv. India

and Israeli companies inked strategic pacts worth
$4.3 billion. About thirty CEOs from both sides
promised to develop economic and investment ties.

A $40 million innovation fund is on the way.
Besides, there will be a direct flight between India

and Israel. Rules for overseas citizen cards for people

of Indian origin residing in Israel are being simplified.
People-to-people contact has been appreciably
enhanced. Netanyahu has spoken of a human bridge

between India and Israel. Modi met 26/11 survivor
Moshe Holtzberg and visited the India War
Cemetery in Haifa. Throughout the parleys, people

formed the core of the efforts to cement bilateral

ties. That an Indian Prime Minister visited Israel only

now after 70 years, in itself, shows that the present

Government has a larger and strategic vision of what
diplomacy is all about. The Haifa visit was particularly

remarkable since it is an integral part of our history

(1918) and one that is lesser known by this
generation. Jodhpur, Hyderabad, Mysore cavalry

brigade also known as the 15th Imperial Brigade
fought the last cavalry war in World War 1. After the
Battle of Haifa cavalry brigades became untenable

since the world had progressed to tankers and

machine guns.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

New taxation measures

Food and drinks servedin
hotel and
restaurants,cosmetics and
shaving sets,bone china

crockery andladies
handbags,readymade
garments andalcoholic

drinks are to costmore in
Meghalaya. In hisbudget
proposals for 89-90Chief
Minister Mr PurnoSagma
has proposed highersales
tax, and availability fee.At
the same time, sales taxon
school uniforms is
beingwithdrawn, and tiffin
boxesand school bags are
also tobe exempted.Butter

not sold in sealedcontainers
will also beexempt from tax.
Biscuits areto cost less as the
rate of taxis being reduced
from 7 to Spercent.The
availability fees ofwhisky,
brandy, gin and rumhave
been increased from Rs5 to
Rs. 10, while the fee
beer,cider, are have been
hikedfrom Rs 3 to Rs. 6.
Theconcessional rate of
exciseduty for canteens has
alsobeen raised from Rs 9 to
Rs.12 per LPL. The licence
feesfor different categories
ofoutlets for these drinks will
also be revised.

The book I read a long
time ago has a peculiar
name. It is called,
“Education of Little Tree.”
Before any one raises their
hand to ask how we can
educate a tree let me explain
that Little Tree is the name
of a young boy from a
Cherokee tribe and the
strange name (earlier all
Native Americans have
peculiar names) is because
the book is about how the
two grandparents educated
their Native American
grandson hence the name
Little Tree. In the book
Forest Carter wrote about
how an orphan who was
sent to a modern school and
later dropped out because
he found it difficult to cope.
He returned to the hills
where his grandparents
lived and received
education which was fun
during his leisure. The
learning was practical so
whatever he learned he
could also apply to his life.

Some reviews of the book
say that it is Cherokee
boyhood which is spent in
the lap of the nature; it tells
us about the generous and
loving details of a unique
way of life that the Indians
lived. It is about a natural
approach to life which is
filled with love and respect
for nature. One review says,
“Surely a lot of people
received a lot of education
from their grandparents that
schools do not offer, but this
one is unique because it
gives us insights into a
Native American way o life.

In the recent workshop
organised by ICARE, there
was a hue and cry that
education in Meghalaya is
(to put in a simple way) in a
mess. Some even concluded
that the way education is
being run in the state now,
is like it is on autopilot and
the Government or the
Education department is

not in control. At the
Secondary or Higher
secondary level,

Meghalaya does not even
have a curriculum of its own
and the state simply follows
the national curriculum not
to mention a policy. A
politician, who represents
the BJP and is also a former
Education Minister of the
state, clarified that it is not
true that Meghalaya does
not have an education
policy. The state may have
a policy, but the question
that the audience at the
workshop asked was
whether the same is being
implemented in letter and
spirit.

It was stated in the
workshop that in one of
study it was found that

and its cost

By HH Mohrmen

there is a huge dropout rate
of students between higher
secondary and degree
levels. Do we need to ask
why? The reason is
because we do not have
enough colleges which
offer degree courses to
cater to the youth who
have passed their Higher
Secondary school to
continue their education.
Another reason why the
youths drop out after
Senior Secondary level is
also because none of the
colleges offer courses or
programs, other than the
usual Arts, Science and

predictable and with job
guarantee. Or maybe the
education system in the
state does not give the
institutions the flexibility to
explore such possibilities.
The need of the hour is to
have trainings, for example,
on farming by linking it with
the Agro-ecology of the
people in the area. ICAR can
perhaps start training in
organic in farming which
emphasises on indigenous
knowledge which will help
farmers deal with climate
change or help mitigate the
effects of climate change on
the people and their farming.

“A friend who is a parent of a student
who has just passed his SSLC told me
that his ward is going to study
science and boasted that he is
sending the young-adult to a school
where he will remain in the school
campus from eight thirty in the
morning till seven in the evening
every day.”

Commerce streams. Of
course there are
institutions which offers
courses in Social works,
Mass Media and
Environmental Studies, but
the need of the hour is to
have courses or programs
which are down to earth
and which can be applied
to the day to day lives of
the local people in the area.

In the state education
system there is no avenue
or alternative for young
people who do not want (or
cannot afford) to pursue a
college degree so they have
no option but to drop out.
One can argue that of
course we have only few
ITIs and Polytechnic and
the usual courses they
offer is diploma in
Electricals, or train people
to be electricians,
mechanics, short- hand,
beautician or hairdressing,
costume designing or dress

making etc., But the
pertinent question is
whether the courses

actually provide jobs to the
youths who have
completed the courses?
What about their
placements? Do we follow
our youth after they have
completed their trainings?

We are yet to see an
institute which ‘thinks out
of the box’ and offer
courses or programs which
are not ‘run of the mill and

The people of the region
cannot live without meat.
Perhaps a short term course
in livestock rearing will be
something that will have
ready market in the area.
Special emphasis should be
given to cattle rearing in the
context of beef ban in the
country. In the past the
status of a person in the
community is measured by
the size of cattle herd he has,
but now cattle rearing in the
old tribal style is becoming
unpopular because no
shepherds are available to
tend the cattle in the villages.
A more modern method of
cattle rearing should be
introduced so that villagers
can continue with the
activity which has ready
market.

Rote  learning and
memorisation is still the
popular teaching system
amongst the schools in the
state and as some has rightly
said that the system of
teaching in Meghalaya is
that the kids will have to
learn, commit and vomit.
There is no room for critical
thinking or creative thinking

perhaps we really are
producing robots and don’t
want people to ask

questions. The teacher’s
main goal is to complete the
syllabus and the test of
whether students
understand the lessons or
not is by conducting tests

The Joy of learning

or examinations.

Education, particularly
higher education in
Meghalaya, is very
expensive because we
have very few government
colleges. The rest are all
private institutions and
even colleges run by
religious institutions are
called private institutes
and they charge hefty
fees. A member of one of
the SHGs we promote
shared with me her ordeal
that because she has many
kids she finds it difficult to
provide education to all of
them. When I mentioned
that she can avail
education loan that the
banks offers now, her reply
was that she has no close
relation who is working in
the government and
willing to stand surety for
her.

Education in the state
is becoming so hectic that
at times one wonders
whether we are trying to
produce robots or educate
a child. Children as young
as two and half years old
are sent to pre-school
where they supposedly
play and learn. The rat race
begins when they are so
young and it is instilled in
the minds of the youths
that unless they score
good grades in their public
examinations they are not
going to be successful in
life.

A friend who is a parent
of a student who has just
passed his SSLC told me
that his ward is going to
study science and boasted
that he is sending the
young-adult to a school
where he will remain in the
school campus from eight
thirty in the morning till
seven in the evening every
day. He also elucidated
that we are living in a
difficult time and unless
kids work hard during
these two formative years
then they will not make it
in life. So where is the fun
of being a child? And do
our young adults have
time for fun at all? Where
is the joy of learning even
as we force our kids to
study to get good grades?

To make matters worse
the  government is
insisting on entrance tests
like JEE and NEET. There
is no time for kids to enjoy
life anymore and parents
are sending them for
coaching so that they
crack the entrance tests.
Learning is becoming very
hectic and is also very
expensive. Now it looks
like higher education is
meant only for those who
can afford it.

TO THE EDITOR

Comedy by
comedians

Editor,

I am a woman who has
waited patiently for our
menfolk to come out and
speak the truth. No one has
come forward, I can wait no
longer and so I have to step
forward to say what has to
be said. Your page three
story of (ST Juky 8,2017) “Ex
KSU chief ask NGOs to fight
under one flag” should have
made the front page
headlines. It’s a scoop which
the Shillong Times failed to
take note of. The irony and
comical part of the call for
unity is done by someone
mainly responsible for the
breaking up the KSU. Is the
HYC serious? Must be some
hidden agenda somewhere
so let us begin to unite to
create more public mayhem
seems more like it. Fishing
in troubled waters is always
a favourite pastime for
people who have nothing
else to do.

People nearly died
laughing when they read
that Anthony Kharbuli had
condemned NGOs for
extorting money from non
tribals. Who is he trying to
fool? Every petrol pump,
every business house,
shops of Iewduh, Police

bazaar , Laitumkhrah and
Polo, each and everyone
pays extortion money to the
KSU, FKIJGP, HYF and all
the so called Youth NGOs
of Shillong. The opposition
to the railway also needs to
be questioned as the
persistence on entry and
exit points also has a
suspicious smell. These
points are ready made
counters to make easy
extortion money.
Everything and everyone in
the name of  the
Jaitbynriew! How the
money is spent, no one
knows. All NGO leaders
lead a lavish lifestyle yet no
NGO has ever come forward
with an audited statement
of its finances to be
released to the public.
Please let’s not speak of dirt
and smut when your own
snoot remains unwashed
from your own face.

Truck and transport
related businesses form
one of the major
contributors to NGO funds.
Ask the fruit sellers,
transport agencies and
fish sellers and they will tell
you to whom they pay
protection money. If
railways come all this
regular income of our youth
NGOs will dry up.
Sometimes it is wise to try
and find out why NGOs are

SO negative about
development. Yes Mr
Donkupar Roy is correct
when he calls for further
negotiations on the issue.
Yes unity and transparency
is needed to kick out useless
corrupt politicians and
parties that encourage
corruption. Unity is needed
to have a stable government.
Unity is needed to bring
likeminded parties together.
Unity is needed to address
the economic improvement
of Meghalaya. The last thing
we need is a call for unity to
further divide the public. But
perhaps divisive experts
know of things you and I
don’t.
Yours etc,
Saphishisha Kurbah
Shillong -8

NEIGRIHMS a
gift to the North
East!

Editor

NEIGRIHMS which
usually made news in the past
because of some of its
successful endeavours in the
medical field has lately been
affected by negative news
relating to  technical issues
which  are beyond the
layman’s capacity to
comprehend  but which

could certainly cause
anxiety for many.

This premiere
institution has  provided
quality medical treatment
to the people of the North
East in general and to
those of the state of
Meghalaya in particular
and the increasing
number of patients
flocking to the institute
nowadays would reflect
the confidence that
people have in the
services available here so
far. Therefore any news
which has a negative
bearing  towards it
progress would naturally
be taken by many as
disturbing and could be
considered as setbacks
towards their pursuit for
better health care.

The latest news report
of clarifications which
probably emanated from
the NEIGRIHMS
management itself seems
to indicate that the
setback therein are not
weighty enough to bring
adverse consequences in
the long run and that the
management is confident
enough to resolve these
soon. This is certainly
reassuring and the
apprehension of many
that NEIGRIHMS would
likely collapse as reported
earlier is now unfounded .

With the announcement of
the institute management of
big plans and initiatives to
further build up the institute
one hopes for more positive
outcomes from here in the
near future.

In the meantime , it is
assumed that as
NEIGRIHMS is located well
within this state there must
have been a close
coordination between the
state government and the
institute’s management and
to the extent possible the
government must have been
proactive enough to be
involved in uplift of the
Institute as well. No doubt
being a central government
institution it would be
expected that NEIGRIHMS

would function
independently without
state government’s

interference but the Institute
has been serving many
local people well and this
extends to a number of
prominent personalities of
the state too. With these
and with future prospects it
would be expected that the
state perhaps has a stake in
ensuring that NEIGRIHMS
flourishes. Moreover the
recognition and prestige
which the Institute has
brought to the state by its
presence here cannot simply
be ignored either.

In the final analysis, it
is hard to think of anything
more important than health
for human wellbeing and
quality of life. As such
there has been all out

efforts by the  state
government to expand
health care facilities

through its many public
health institutions. The
presence of NEIGRIHMS
here with its more
advances approach and

facilities has
supplemented such
efforts. It is  hoped

therefore that the state
government  and the
Institute support each
other to build enough
strength to strive
towards reaching the
desired common goals.
After all, in the matter of
health of the people and
with mutual
understanding there
perhaps should be no
boundaries to be guarded
or that which should not
be breached.
Yours etc.,
K.L.Tariang,
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Israel has struggled
hard to emerge as a
powerful nation

By Harihar Swarup

Few in India know how
Israel has come up, the
struggle and hardship it has
to face. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the first
Indian Prime Minister to visit
Israel and it is a wise
decision. It is a small
country, surrounded by
hostile neighbours but lives
on its own terms. Israel’s
population is mere 80 lakhs;
it is surrounded by 56 Arab
countries having
population of 150 crores.

Israel came into existence
in 1948, and despite small
population and lack of
resources, it made its
separate identity. Ranging
from Agriculture to Defense,
this small nation achieved
remarkable success. The
first President of Israel
Wiseman died in 1952 at the
age of 73. The problem arose
who should succeed him.
The then Prime Minister
Ben Gurion  approached
Nobel Laureate Albert
Einstein who was living in
Washington. When Hitler
started persecution of Jews
in Germany, Einstein
escaped to US and settled

MOSAD traced the
extremists one by one and
killed them. Not only this,
during Hitler’s rules Jews
were killed in large numbers.
MOSAD traced those
involved in murders of Jews
and killed them one by one.
Some of those responsible
of extermination of Jews
were kidnapped, tried and
hanged. These persons had
fled Germany after fall of
Hitler and settled in different
countries.

Even though Israel was
born in 1948, India
recognized it in 1950 and
that too under pressure of
America and gave
permission to it to open its
consulate in Mumbai. In
1992 Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao established
full diplomatic relations with
Israel and an embassy was
opened in New Delhi. The
building on Prithiviraj Road
in which Israeli embassy
was opened belonged to
Biju Paknaik. His son
Naveen sold half of the
building to controversial
builder Tejwant Singh.

“FEinstein declined to accept
Israeli citizenship and become the
country’s President, saying that
all his life he has been away from
public life and devoted his time in
research. “I will not be able to
discharge this responsibility.
Moreover, I have also aged and
not fit to carry this
responsibility”.
Followers of three great
religions—Judaism, Christianity
and Islam—are connected with
Jerusalem. Judaism is 4000 year
old. Karl Marx, Picasso, Michel

Angelo were all Jews.

»

down there.

Einstein declined to
accept Israeli citizenship and
become the country’s
President, saying that all his
life he has been away from
public life and devoted his
time in research. “I will not
be able to discharge this
responsibility. Moreover, |
have also aged and not fit
to carry this responsibility”.

Followers of three great
religions—Judaism,
Christianity and Islam—are
connected with Jerusalem.
Judaism is 4000 year old. Karl
Marx, Picasso, Michel
Angelo were all Jews. After
advent of Islam, clashes
started between Muslims
and Jews.

Militarily Israel is very
strong; it is said to be having
biggest Air Force after US,
Russia and China. Most of
its land is barren and there
is acute shortage of water.
Despite this drawback,
Israel produces 95 per cent
of food grains to meet its
requirement. To tide over the
shortage of water, it has
developed drip irrigation.
The country uses 85% of
sewage water for irritation.
In the field of agriculture this
small nation has performed
wonders; developed crops
which can be grown with
scant water.

Despite desert all round,
Israel has developed
technique to grow a wide
variety of fruits like oranges,
grapes, mausami, apples
and bananas and export
them to Europe. An Israeli
cow produces maximum
quality of milk—10,000 litres
while  American cow
produces 9331 litres while
cows of European countries
produce 6139 litre each.

One peculiarity of Israel
is that it does not crib when
made target of terrorists’
attack; neither it asks help
from other countries. When
in the Olympics held in
Germany the  Israeli
sportspersons were
attacked and killed by
terrorists, its Intelligence

Tejwant, in turn, handed it
over to Israeli embassy.

In 1962 war with China,
Israel came to help of India
and supplied it arms and
ammunitions. In 1965 war
with Pakistan, both US and
Soviet Union declined to
give arms to both India and
Islamabad. At that time
Israel militarily helped India.
In 1968 when under R N
Kaw, Indian intelligence
agency RAW was setup,
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi asked him to try to
improve India’s relations
with Israel and take help of
MOSAD. Later during Rajiv
Gandhi’s tenure as the Prime
Minister, he wanted Raw to
seek more cooperation with
MOSAD.

The advantage of
improving relations with
Israel was far reaching.
When India propped up
Muktivhini (liberation army)

in Bangladesh, Israelis
provided arms and
ammunitions.

Israel knew that China,
North Korea, Pakistan,
Libya and Iran were giving
training to terrorists.
Therefore, Tel Aviv wanted
India’s help to keep an eye
on these countries.
Situation changed when in
1977, Janata Party
government was formed..
The then Prime Minister
Morarji Desai invited Israeli
Prime Minister Moise
Dayan on a secret visit to
India. Morarji cautioned
Dayan that this visit was
made known, it may pose
danger to his governments
Both the Prime Ministers
discussed the possibility of
destroying the nuclear site

being developed by
Pakistan in Kathua, near
Rawalpindi.

In 20008 when Mumbai
came under terrorists’ attack,
the then Israel Prime
Minister talked to his
counterpart Dr. Manmohan
Singh and offered to send a
team to deal with terrorists
but Dr Singh was not ready
for it. (IPA Service)
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Victory over IS
THREE years ago, the Islamic State (IS) captured
Mosul, the hub of its Caliphate. The city has now
been liberated by Iraqi forces. The IS loss is
significant. Mosul with a population of 1.5 million is

the second largest city in Iraq. Its capture established
the IS as a formidable force and it stood for the fall
of an ideology dating back to the 12th century. It
was here that Abu Baker al Baghdadi, the IS leader
declared the setting up of his Caliphate. From Mosul,
the IS traded in oil with neighbouring countries and

inaugurated its reign of terror. Al Baghdadi is now
reported to be dead which has decimated the strength
of the terrorists. Abattle had been on for nine months

to liberate Mosul. A US led international coalition

helped the Iraqi forces in their struggle against the
IS. In the process Iraq lost about 1000 men. But

now the IS does not occupy even an inch of Iraqi

territory.

Itis only the beginning. A war has to be carried on

against the Islamic fanaticism of the IS. The IS has

spread its wings worldwide. The outfits in different
countries will now be out to avenge the defeat of

Mosul. IS terror has hit France, Germany, Belgium
and the UK. Indonesia claims that there are 1200 IS
fighters in the Philippines. Fifty or so IS recruits are

reported to be in India. IS brainwashing is common.
Iragi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi should go for
power sharing and make friends with the Sunnis to

wipe out the IS. Reconstruction in the liberated areas

should also begin in right earnest.

OOKING BA

March 27, 1989

Another step forward

Almost  the last of
theoffshoots of the 1962
Indo-China was is at last
goingto be removed shortly
fol-lowing an agreement be-
tween the two
countriesfavouring
reopening oftheir
Consulates in Shang-hai
and Bombay. This is adirect
outcome of the
fairlysuccessful eight round
oftalks between  the
officialsof both countries.
Agreeingto raise the
exchanges to apolitical level
followingthese talks, there is
the re-ported effort to ease
thetension along the
border.This would formalise
theexisting clandestine
bordertrade which need to
bebrought under establish-
ment rule and
procedureswould only step
up the vol-ume of the trade
to the ben-efit of the remote
borderinhabitants in all
respects.Through  such
effectivecontrol over the
bordertrading the
administrativeinfluence
over the remoteareas would
also increase,which would

thus be anextra premium
gained in thewhole process
China’s re-lations having
been nor-malised in all
respects at theeconomic
level initially, itwould not be
long when thepending
boundary issueswould also
get graduallyremoved
without raisingany
outstanding
politicaldivergence or
disputes.
Coordinated move
more welcome

A central scheme to
tryand wean people
awayfrom “’Jhum™ or
shiftingcultivation is to be
launched in nine States
theseven in the north
eastern re-gion and Orissa
and AndhraPradesh
included. The workis to
commence in the
currentfinancial year itself,
but theamount of Rs. 75
lakhs whichthe Centre will
provide for itwould appear to
be too inad-equate
considering that it isto be
spread over a period offive
years.

The Ghettoes

of our Mind

One evening an elderly
gentleman, who I have
known for decades, was
telling me something about
his people. When I enquired
who his people were, he
somewhat incredulously
answered, "My community,
who else". Of course he is
not the only one who talks
like that; most of the time we
all do. Especially if we live
amongst "our people", in
"our land" and most of "our"
relatives and friends are
"our people". For those of
us who consider themselves
multicultural, and have even
married somebody who was
not originally one of "our
people"”, the identification is
and cannot be as precise
and clear cut. Having lived
amongst, though not
identified with, many
cultures one then comes to
the sad conclusion that
though ghettos might not be
so outwardly visible, they
do exist in most of our
minds, and what passes as
liberalism is a dress people
wear at times, especially to
public forums, because it is
fashionable. It is also
fashionable today to talk
about the environment. For
most people taking care of
the environment means just
having a little sensitivity
about littering. For them
buying goodies packed in
non bio degradable
packaging, driving SUVs,
jetting around the world and
living on a heavy meat
based diet do not constitute
environmental "sins". One
could go on and on about
the righteousness which
many people not just flaunt
but also publicly peddle.
However please do allow me
a little digression.

Every morning I see a
group of young footballers,
practising  under  the
watchful eyes of a foreign
coach. One sees them run
forward, either in a straight
line or in a zig zag, turn sharp
left or right, run backwards,
or around markers. In fact
apart from diving there is no
movement required of a
footballer, that is not
practised with some zeal. Yet
after a while the tutorial gets
over, the coach having done
his duty departs, as do all
his pupils. I guess everyone
has duties to perform,
classes to attend, or errands
to run. Without disparaging
the efforts of either the
coach or the players,
however one can safely
assume that no Diego
Maradona, Cristiano
Ronaldo or Lionel Messi will
emerge out of this group.
One comes to this
conclusion, because the
consuming passion or love
for the game appears to be
lacking. The drill is all there,
but the "dil' is absconding.

One cannot be
perpetually coached on
every right or ethical
decision to make in life. To

By Paramjit Bakhshi

be taught everything we
correctly ought to do in this
lifetime, will take at least
two life times of learning.
The syllabus handled this
way is just too vast. And
our reformers and activists
who make a living,
travelling and expounding
ethics cannot be our gurus.
Being a Guru or a prophet,
like Jesus or Buddha or
Krishna is a fulltime job
without any salary or perks
or privileges to go with it.
Hence there are few, if any
of them around. So without
their living guidance the
best we can do, is to be
continually aware about the
errors in our perceptions.

The commonest
misperception is dividing
the world into two: ours
and theirs; in terms of race
or in terms of religion. It
should be apparent to even
the simplest minds that the
instant we use the labels -
us or ours, we
simultaneously create the
tags- them and theirs. This
is what creates the fertile
ground for all conflict. A
Course in Miracles says,"
You are making him a
stranger by misperceiving
him, and so you cannot
know him. It is because you
made him a stranger that
you are afraid of him". That
conflict is a historical reality,
cannot be denied. As
communities and as nations
we have fought each other
for survival. We also
fought against animals and
even with the environment.
This had some relevance
then, when our very
existence was at stake-
when we were in a less
evolved stage of evolution,
but in a mindless manner we
are still doing, what our
ancestors did, even though
the times have changed.
Today armed with very
ruthless tools of
technology, fighting each
other is a fight against
humanity, wholesale
slaughter of animals is a
cruel reality and drastic
tampering  with  our
environment is making this
planet inhospitable to our
own existence. We now live
in a world where
cooperation is not just a
necessity but an existential
reality rather than an
utopian dream.

It is an undeniable
reality that from the moment
any child is born, the whole
of humanity contributes to
his or her life. Often he is
delivered in a hospital
where the equipment and
the doctor have come from
very far away. Even if the
doctor is "ours", he would
have learnt his vocation
from people of "other"
communities. Most of the
clothes worn by the child,
or the medicines given to

him are more likely those
made by "others". The
lessons and textbooks at
school are mostly written by
"others", and the religion we
impose on the child is often
of "others". Electoral
democracy which we
practise and proudly flaunt
is also not originally "ours"
and neither is most of the
food we eat grown or
manufactured by only "our
people". The eggs, fish and
rice may come from Andhra
Pradesh, the wheat from
Punjab and the recipe for
Kentucky fried chicken from
America. In reality today the
host community itself
contributes very marginally
to the child's physical and
intellectual development.
What it does instead, is still
stake a claim on the child by
providing the notion and the
emotion that he or she
belongs to them. And that he
or should not belong, to any
other community.

This claim was beneficial
in the past but not anymore.
To succeed in this modern,
complex and interconnected
world, an individual has to
successfully work together
with people, of diverse
communities. In  the
agricultural age he may have
related with a just score of
his "own" people; today in
the course of his life time he
will have to interact with a
multitude of "others". After
being indoctrinated in the
exclusiveness  of  his
community, he is forced to
attempt the opposite- to get
integrated with "others". But
the community based
software installed in his
psyche cannot be so easily
overwritten, and it becomes
difficult if not impossible for
him, to become truly
inclusive. So all he learns is
to have transactional
relationships. He can be kind
as long as he gets more than
he has to give, to "others".
But when this equation
changes or is perceived to
change, his anger which is
simmering below the surface
comes to the fore. His
relationship with other
communities is based not on
love but on fear and on what
he can get. Sadly every
relationship of his bears this
hallmark. His relationship
with the environment is
based on creation of wealth
by plundering the planet. He
mines the earth ruthlessly for
minerals and kills animals for
food, fur, aphrodisiacs and
worst: for the pleasure of the
hunting. He also relates only
to his often very narrow and
medieval concept of God,
and he does not mind
abusing and denigrating
"other" Gods, little realising
that if there is only one
Creator, he has created us all.
He thus leads a life of

insecurity without the
realisation mentioned in
the Course in Miracles
that it is "my (own) attack

thoughts that are
attacking my
invulnerability."
Dividing and
defending "our" own

people is still very much
in vogue. Not just crafty
politicians but even simple
minded souls exhort us to
rally together the moment
anybody of "ours" is
discriminated against.
Some organisations use
violence to settle scores
with "others". Even the
more enlightened amongst
us are prone to irrational
emotional outbursts, and
rave and rant loudly and
publicly. Social media
today provides an instant
outlet, for us to express
our views, without a
moment's introspection.
Our views are picked up
by our followers and
opponents, and often
what is supposed to be a
discussion becomes a
verbal brawl, with abuse,
insults and threats traded
freely.

Mistakenly it s
thought that our ability to
use technology will
liberate us. Little do we
realise that as long as we
live in any duality,
imprisoned in dark
dungeons of fear and
insecurity, technology will
only bring to our door, not
solutions but merely, more
battles to fight. There are
battles being fought in
God's name, and some in
the name of the
community. Battle over
beef eating is dividing
some and uniting some
people. People who
consider forests sacred
wonder how cows can be
holy. Elites who keep
governesses for their
children battle elites who
keep some distance from
them. Everywhere the
home turf is well protected
and the turf of "others" is
sought to be demolished.
We keep the chips on our
shoulders and want to
knock them off everybody
else. Half truths are used
to battle half truth and the
whole world is a murky
grey.

It requires clear
perception to spot the
innumerable and almost
invisible ghettoes in our
world for they are created
and exist primarily in our
minds. Training only the
body in soccer or fighting
for justice with prejudices
seldom bears desired fruit.
Our hearts too have to be
in the right place. Just as
the passion for football
makes good footballers it
is love for all people that
makes real humanitarians.

The writer can be
contacted at
bakhshiO3 @rediffmail.com.

Human

tra

1cking in

India

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

An estimated 700,000 to
4 million people around the
world are being trafficked for
labour and sexual
exploitation each year.
Human trafficking is the
fastest-growing source of
profit for organized crime.
Trafficking is a lucrative
industry. It has been
identified as the fastest
growing criminal industry in
the world. It is second only
to drug trafficking as the
most profitable illegal
industry in the world.

Victims of  human
trafficking are not permitted
to leave upon arrival at their
destination. They are held
against their will through
acts of coercion and forced
to work or provide services
to the trafficker or others.
The work or services may

Organization estimates
worldwide that there are 246
million exploited children
aged between 5 and 17
involved in debt bondage,
forced recruitment for armed
conflict, prostitution,
pornography, the illegal
drug trade, the illegal arms
trade, and other illicit
activities around the world.

The issue of trafficking
in India is almost
multidimensional. When
analysed it is found that the
human trafficking industry
in India has certain
"supply" and "demand"
factors. The "supply"
factors include- poverty,
child marriage, non
preference for a girl child

among others. The
"demand" factors include
migration sex tourism

include anything from among others.
bonded or forced labour to Victims of trafficking
commercialized very often are
s exua l(BeaﬁngtheRhetoric) subjected to
exploitation. particularly
h e detrimental
arrangement may  be forms of physical and/or
structured as a work psychological violence.

contract, but with no or low
payment or on terms which
are highly exploitative.
Sometimes the arrangement
is structured as debt
bondage, with the victim not
being permitted or able to
pay off the debt.

Bonded labour, or debt
bondage, is probably the
least known form of labour
trafficking today, and yet it
is the most widely used
method of enslaving people.
Victims become bonded
labourers when their labour
is demanded as a means of
repayment for a loan or
service in which its terms
and conditions have not
been defined or in which the
value of the victims' services
as reasonably assessed is
not applied toward the
liquidation of the debt. The
value of their work is greater
than the original sum of
money "borrowed."

Sex trafficking victims are
generally found in dire
circumstances and easily
targeted by traffickers.
Individuals, circumstances,
and situations vulnerable to
traffickers include homeless
individuals, runaway teens,
displaced homemakers,
refugees, and drug addicts.
While it may seem like
trafficked people are the

most  vulnerable and
powerless minorities in a
region, victims are

consistently exploited from
any ethnic and social
background.

Child labour is a form of
work that is likely to be
hazardous to the physical,
mental, spiritual, moral, or
social development of
children and can interfere
with their education. The
International Labour

Human trafficking is a risk
to the right to life, liberty
and security of person, as
victims face physical and
psychological violence, are
kept against will, being held
in slavery and servitude,
being subject to torture
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, etc. To
summarize, when each of
the above control
mechanisms are considered
together, the outcome is a
regime of actual and
psychological
imprisonment and torture.

Victims of forced
prostitution are often
subjected to psychological
and/or physical torture
(threats, humiliation and
degradation, beatings and
rape) by their traffickers. In
many cases the women
blame themselves for
having become involved in
trafficking and prostitution.
They later feel ashamed to
have given in to the
demands of their
tormentors. When forced to
return home, the victims are
faced with disappointment
from their families and
friends, having fallen short
of everyone's expectations
to make a new start.

Victims are very often
regarded as offenders and
accomplices instead of
victims of crime. Hence they
are - instead of receiving
assistance and protection -
accused of offences such as
illegal entry and stay, illicit
employment, illegal
prostitution, impermissible
begging, dealing in illicit
drugs, and other petty
crimes.

(Views expressed are
personal)

TOTHEEDITOR

Chaos in the
living waters!

Editor,

This letter seeks to bring
to light and seek clarification
from the concerned
authorities. Recently, a
friend of mine had applied
for the vacant UGC
sanctioned post of
Assistant Professor in one
of the deficit colleges in
Shillong. In spite of having
the necessary qualifications
as mandated by the UGC
notification 2010, this
particular candidate was
called for the interview but
not allowed to present
himself at the interview and
the explanation given was
that he is over- aged.

My point wise argument
pertaining to the above are:-

1. Education is not a state
subject and falls under the
concurrent list.

2. I also wonder at this
new age limit restriction
imposed by DHTE, if at all it
exists. As I understand,
when state laws come in
conflict with central laws in
the matter of subjects that
fall in the concurrent list then

the central laws prevail. In
this  aspect, I seek
clarification whether the
DHTE has sought and
obtained any permission
from UGC regarding this
implementation of age limit
for recruitment to UGC
sanctioned posts.

3. Further, the post
advertised is not a state post
but a UGC sanctioned post
hence the rules of
recruitment is as per UGC
guidelines( as clearly stated
in the advertisement) which
I presume must also include
the age factor since UGC
Regulations of 2010 which
are followed by all deficit
colleges do not mention any
age restriction. So how can
the concerned authority
apply state government
regulations in respect of age
limit?

4. Further, if the candidate
has forwarded an NOC and
applied through proper
channel why is it that his
case is rejected and his
service in the previous
institution not counted as
service but only as
experience.

5. Being technologically
savvy I have downloaded
the rules pertaining to

government colleges where
age limit is 27 yes plus
relaxation to ST/SC. 1
wonder is this the rule
applied for a UGC
sanctioned post and if yes,
may I bring to the notice of
the concerned authorities
that some candidates who
appeared are above the age
limit which is 33 years.
This letters is not
intended to malign the image
of the particular institution
but to awaken my fellow
teachers especially those
serving in the particular
institution on the
importance of seeking
clarification. Perhaps if they
had raised the concern, an
outsider would not have
had to do it.
Yours etc.,
Amanda Basaiawmoit,
Viaemail

The Ugly Truth

Editor,

In the midst of our state
literally being burnt in the
fight against the so called
"outsiders" one fears that
lawlessness may once again
be the order of the day as it
used too. For a tribe as small
as ours one can understand

on what grounds such
fights are happening,
though the path taken to
achieve victory is
condemnable. As the
saying goes, "Victory
attained by violence is
tantamount to a defeat for
it is momentary ".

The real question here is
not whether or not we
should allow outsiders to
come to our land but the
real question is, why are
they coming over? The
answer is simple-JOBs.
Seriously! They come here
for jobs? Strange isn't it
that in a state where more
than half of us (youth) are
unemployed that they come
over and take up jobs here?
Most of them are daily
wage workers like masons,
carpenters, shopkeepers,
waiters etc. What's the
matter? What's wrong with
us? Don't we have the skill
to engage ourselves in all
these activities? We do,
perhaps some even more
but the reason here is the
ugly truth behind all of this!
We all know the answer to
it but are just too proud to
admit it. Our commitment,
our culture our respect
towards work is horribly

pathetic that though some
may claim and still do that
the outsiders come over
here and take away our
"pliang ja" (rice plate) the
truth here is that we are the
ones who simply hand it
over to them.

So let us stop fearing,
stop burning and stop
killing. I promise you if we
could do all of the work on
our own and have the right
mentality towards work that
is locally available to all of
us we will not have to chase
the outsiders. They will
simply leave on their own.

Yours etc.,
Carlden M Kharbangar
Shillong-8

Why
Gorkhaland?

Editor,

A scholar from Punjab
recently wrote on his
Facebook wall -- "While our
brave Gorkha soldiers are
shooting the dreaded
terrorists in the hostile Indo-
Park borders, in Darjeeling
their relatives are being
gunned down by the West
Bengal Government. What a
contrary fact and heartless
act!" Logically speaking, is

this the price for being
patriotic, and serving the
country at the cost of life?
Does it come under the
laws of the land that those
who shed blood for the
nation should also be
treated apathetically and
even hurt fatally? I think
we have to recheck the
Constitution and sit down
for a serious
introspection. I guess, it is
never right to hit a person
with a ladle who lovingly
cooks and serves you the
food.

Unlike her
predecessors, the Bengal
Chief Minister has now
been steadily eyeing
Darjeeling and its
adjoining areas as her
private fiefdom. It seems
a bunch of good scholars
are now urgently required
to wise her up about its
history. She probably does
not know about the Nepal
Kingdom which was
prudent enough to have a
patch-up agreement,
under the Treaty of
Sugauli 1815-16 with then
the rapaciously imperialist
'East India Company'. An
insightful article by KK
Muktan - 'Darjeeling is

clamouring for statehood'
(ST, 29 Jun, 2017) lays out
all historical facts in details.

The areas of Darjeeling,
Sikkim, Nainital, Kumaon,
and Garhwal came under
East India Company
administration. Rationally
speaking, if all this vast area
of land, its mountains, its
pristine hills, rivers, flora
and fauna can be regarded
as Indian then why not the
human inhabitants in it?
Why is there so much
skepticism and callousness
till date? It is totally
unconstitutional. Well, if our
leaders still dilly dally and
desist from resolving the
identity crises of the two-
legged natives of this land
then 1 would suggest them
to meet and consult the bio-
scientists and geoscientists,
and if doubts still persist
then  rush  for  the
psychiatrist.

When I shared this letter
and historical facts with a
friends from Delhi he
sharply retorted - "it is total
injustice to the Gorkha
people by our leaders. Such
apathy of a pluralist nation
towards those  brave
soldiers who 'came with
land' is unbecoming. Even

UNO or world leaders will be
shocked to know how
Gorkhas are ill-treated in
their own land."
Incidentally, India's
leaders are ecstatic when
Sunil Chhetri scores a goal
and lovingly call him
Ronaldo of India. Shiva
Thapa was affectionately
patted on his back by none
other than PM Narendra
Modi while being seen off
for the Olympics. One feels,
Gorkhas have had enough
of lip service from Indian
leaders. Now what is most
important is a "true pat" on
the back of the "whole
Gorkhas" by addressing
their identity crises. Well,
Gorkhas came with the land,
never like other "invaders or
infiltrators" who have been
posing serious threats to the
nation. Gorkhas are the
stout walls of security and
integrity for the country. It's
time the Indian Government
pays back their dues with
gratitude. They can't bite the
bullet all the time under the

brutally "heartless

administration" of West
Bengal.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong-2
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“A true friend is one soul in two bodies.”
--- William Shakespeare

India-China Poker

Who will come
up trumps?

h Neighbour or enemy? r
Both. Indeed, India-China does not abandon allies
vpelations are like playinga . | ] ] _ Thus, New Delhi's new
game of poker. Show no Sikkim is one of the few Lanka in debt in order to gaingssertiveness would nee
a¥RBtions even as one plansSectors where India has areventual political leverage,all the wisdom and
siategy, play is multi- advantage. China, citing theBeijing  continues  to restraint to ensure that

for such an outrage always falls on terrorists cAusal, defiantly stand one'sl890 China-Britain treaty, successfully block India's remains in control of thg
agrdund and gamble on acalls Doklam its own while entry into the Nuclear |ndo-China script.

security blanket was spread over Jammu . : el China

s ., ] winning hand. Both New Bhutan has disputed theSuppliers Group. It is furious Certainly, in this zero sun
Kashmir on the eve of Wani's death anniversahyini and Beijing are doing fact saying the conventionabout India’s rejection of thegame the muscle-flexin
Terrorists however tore the blanket to shreds. [T that, betting, with the applies to the India-Bhutan One  Belt One ' Road'and one-upmanship wi

-l{rr%erwritten message: border, not Bhutan andinitiative, a personal prestigecontinue till both get 3
pilgrims to Amarnath were killed for a spec China. issue of President Xi. face saver and back-of

don't mess with me. _ . ,
latest flashpoint is an Questionably, Today, a chill has set inThe long-term prospect
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Terror attack

ON the death anniversary of the Kashmiri milit
leader, Burhan Wani, there was a terror att
killing seven and injuringhany among Amarnat
pilgrims from Gujarat. Admittedly, whenever the
is a loophole in the security arrangements, the b

Vol No: LIX No. 331

By Poonam | Kaushish

does

P The
reason. Such incidents have happened beforeglgl,‘gt'q km Doklam area close!ndia have the appropriatelndo-China ties. Deep of India-China relations
Qi Chumbi valley at the diplomacy to counter mistrust and lack of will be determined to 4

only infrequently. Both people and leaders of J
condemned it. The J&K economy is dependen
the pilgrimage to Amarnath. The attack

worshippers of Shiva went against Kashmiri
which advocates syncretism among religions

corner of India-Bhutan- China's  drive for confidence is apparent. Yeljarge extent by India’

tORina tri-junction not far Supremacy in the region?the two have not rejectedstrategic goals an

m Sikkim witnessing a Can it defuse this? Whatdialogue, even when_ it is NOpbjectives in the contex

c{gf():e-oﬁ between Indian and OPtions does it have on themore than a repetition of 5¢'the evolving regiona

y&hinese troops after thetable? known positions. New Delhi 3ng  global ~ security
Army blocked

Indian And do the presentcannot afford to take anyenyvironment.
-é%struction of a road by assertive trends of Indianchances with what  There is definitely 4
D
jil

_— Chinese PLA. Whereby, foreign policy portend the constitutes India's nationalgi ategic imperative o
course, pilgrims to Amarnath have never b a made plain that thi)é likelihood of an aggressivesecurity and strategic eaceglbetlwgen t;lve W
completely safe. But it was only when cross-bordess aimed at getting closeroutcome? .
to.its last military post on Indisputably, New Delhi doggedly.

interests and pursue themh g, powers as bot
terrorism from Pakistan came to the aid of Kashiifli poraor with Bhiie and is busy countering China's ~ Craft a long-term China NSed. 0 focus thei
that combines

I D b - energies and resources
militancy that pilgrims became casualties. But rcgg;]?f?c aé;]f:dchraerfggsoefnst;?u :(Sbtgf’;?eggiﬂza”s S”atﬁgygio;:géue with diplomatic Lhceo ) grigiintic etlzi)sltljtioon
militancy in Kashmir has acquired a religiousio with "serious” security Néighbours to check Indianpressure. Simply inter- o ocsiiated by  th
context. There are even adherents of a Kashrfifcaions forit by fronte) by c():rllaimni]rlljé]tlpi)tls needto take %esotildtlllogy Yﬁeeggig? ing__competitive
Caliphate. The attack on the pilgrims this time m%reggglsgsirl]\lggw %ﬁlhi I?; fcf’raé?gg'“amgﬁcz Ssuvr\‘/itﬁyggfgzncaegdact‘j‘sr‘;Th%r ta%‘féqs slowly changing the
have been inspired by communal hatred. recognised "undisputable Beiiing's neighbours. In its Irrefutably, time for out-of- fules of the game fron

The emphasis on Kashmiriyat and social harrrcg@ﬁereignty" over the LOOk-Act East Policy it is the-box thinking and guts.
should be reaffirmed. The J&K chief minister g
even separatist leaders are stressing the impor|
of such a mindset. On the other hand, the RS

as an aspiring hegemcna

China's habit of
playing foul

By Kanwal Sibal

China's current jnternationally to have its
provocation in the Tibet- way when it wants.

Bhutan-Sikkim tri-junction  To the long list of

area adds to the long list ofyroyocations one should
"Its taunt|ng conduct aga|nstadd China's obstinate

)(Lndia in recent years. India,opposition to India's NSG
owever, has been extremelynembership unless Pakistan

restrained in reacting tojg simultaneously

l'Chinese  provocations.accommodated. Likewise,
¢ Unfortunately, this has china has opposed the
given China the room it gesignation of Masood
'needs to play the doubleazhar as an international
Jgame of using engagementerrorist by the UN. It has
| to contain India strategically. added insult to injury by
China has the habit ofcajling on India to settie the
f.pr01ect|ng|tselfas;he|njuredissue with Pakistan
sparty and it has pjaterally. This
sympathisers for its line in hyphenation with Pakistan
1 India, but in reality China hasis intended to lower India's

sbeen very  belligerent statyre internationally.

tasserting its claims onthat China has engaged in
Arunachal Prades_h With 3|most all these
greater _aggressivenesyroyocations during the
since president Hu Jintao'ssourse of the 19 rounds of
visit to India in 2006. In a SR level talks on settling the
ffurther  hardening  of phoyndary issue. By its
gposition, Chinese officials actions on the ground it has
hbegan calling Arunachalknowingly eroded the
. Pradesh "South Tibet" inpyrpose for which the SR
Drecent years.  This mechanism was set up.
Momenclature Was  The latest Chinese

formalised in Chinese mapsproyocation in the Doklam
in April 2017 which also plateau of Bhutan is
Fcarried  "standardised”consistent with Chinese
Chinese names of sixtactics of rejecting any
districts in the state to showcontention that the territory
that these areas werqt wrongfully occupies is
M historically under China’s gisputed and treating those
padministrative  control. greas as disputed where it
rChina has not shirked fromyants to lay claim. Besides
protesting each time eitherthe fact that the Doklam
gour Prime Minister or other piateau is disputed between
4 political dignitaries visit the china and Bhutan and
state, which is offensive. It china's act in wanting to

f

defensive posturing t

neated boundary €ngaging with Myanmar, Beijing has to match its bi'ng s hardd_neg.otlatc

Mebtween them, accusingS'i Lanka and Vietnam etc.words with deeds. whnereoy .In, la 1S nNg

India of being a "third- Aware of the deep inroads Modi realizes only too longer China’s underdo

RABEE" to the China-Bhutan China has made inwell that in today's geo-

Kashmir is getting increasingly aggressive. It shq
realise that creating communal discord v

strengthen the hands of terrorists. The IS is at \

and spreading poison all over India.

but an equal, controlle
digpute and demandegMyanmar New Delhi is strategic political reality
| LOOKING BACK |

; aggressor.
| .
Wm)drawal of Indian troops Making an effort to woo pragmatism dictate real Modi should take a lea
March 27, 1989
Dreaded ultra among

alel a precondition for the generals back into itspolitic. There are no shortfrom ex-US Presiden
7 killed in Punjab

smeaningful dialogue” to fold. Last month, "Natione T -

Villsorve t%e Situaﬁgn_ This Army Chief Gen Rawat encompassing and multi-"Nations live or die by th
Dreaded terrorist again opened fire, injurin
Satbachan Singh, selftwo more people. Hardco

{ made an important trip topronged strategy to deaay they respond to th
styled Lt General of the Terrorist Jaspal Singh alig

with Beijing even as it wants particular challenges th
renewed adurable peace though thidace. The time when
“Bhindranwale Tiger Force” Jassa of the *“khalistan key precept of India's Worse, a defiant Beijing establish formal diplomatic Modi will rise to the
who carried a reward of Rscommando force, escape (foreign policy vis-a-vis Prone to bullying smaller ties with China. occasion and sustain h
"'Bhutan. China has no formalneighbours

vend-off resulted in no
only cancellation of the Myanmar.
Kailash Mansarovar yatra . Vietnam

through Nathu La in Sikkim !¢ ) ;
but also a bilateral betweenVidesh, to explore an oil escalation.

Modi and Xi Jinping on the Plock in the South China  What next? In this | ;
sidelines of the G20 Summit Sea Wwhich has seentrilateral poker, New Delhi down its guard. Th
in Hamburg as the climate disputes between China-needs to watch out for twonation that survives is th

mind a five minute guftagu. indication that the decisionshould it back off, it would moment: that has th
Undoubtedly, this till IS driven by strategic rathersend a signal to Bhutan andvisdom to recognize th
yesterday unknown place, isthan commercial other neighbours that itsthreat and the will to tur
Jimportant for India as it considerations since returnpolicy of relying on India as it back, and that does s
€could allow the Chinese to ONn investment in the areaprotector is not good before it is too late."
Sfurther run roughshod over IS Minimal. enough. Bhutan could It remains to be seen

50,000, was gunned down irfrom police custody ne into Consequently, this could'zero  tolerance  tq
an encounter with securityNarrianwala Village in Batal diplomatic ties with Bhutan Submission through a mixchange the balance of forcegrovocations' policy as h
forces in Hoshiarpur districtPolice district (Gurdaspur) gng ndia through the 2007 of cheque book diplomacyin the India-Bhutan-China navigates tricky ties with
early today. Constable Bikarlast night. Friendship Treaty serves asand military heft, is trying tri-junction in favour of China. Tough responsg
Singh, gunman of a deputy Police arrested threeg yirtyal security guarantor t0 squeeze Indian influenceChina further imperiling the to provocations and clez
superintendent of police,terrorists and recovered tWosf Bhutan. and interests
was also killed in the pistols and some cartridges Tpe valley  holds circumscribe the foreign- Siliguri Corridor. guarantee of peace in tH
encounter. from them during a raid atstrategic significance for Policy choices of India’s  Two, if India abandons syp-continent. An
Elsewhere in Punjab 7Moosapur Village in| |ndia, China as well as Smaller neighbours. Be itBhutan, it would showcasejntoxicating mix of
people including a terrorist,Jalandhar District last night.Bhutan. India sees it as ainhfluencing Nepal's that New Delhi is not pmuscular diplomacy an
were killed in Punjab in lastThey were identified a$dagger pointed towards its domestic politics, funding trustworthy and expecting ity thjessness masked
24 hours. Terrorists waylaidKullbir Singh Ranijit Singh| so-called 'chicken's neck'Bangladesh’s new portsto stand-up against China ise|yet gloves is the nee
a shopkeeper and shot andnd Harjinder Singh. sector in the Northeast andWith the potential of dual- imprudent.  To put it of the hour. By changin
wounded him a Jalandhar One Gopal Singh wasrapid Chinese road use in the for'eseeablesuccmctly, its bark IS WOrS€ he ryles of the game
city last night. While arrested in Ludhiana Distridtconstruction in Tibet could future, constructing roadsthan its bite. Certainly, @y q4j has spelt out: |
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China's grave provocations over the last 14
years since the SR mechanism was
established have to weighed against India

license granted to ONGCalone cannot guarantee nonbation most craves ease gllowing the Dalai Lama to visit Arunachal
may be the moment when

t can least afford to let Pradesh and Tawang in March this year

over China's strenuous objections and
menacing statements. Earlier, in December
2016, he was invited to the Rashtrapati
o Bhavan. There is no proportionality here.
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projects in Arunachal yjg|ation of the
. Pradesh, while being itselfynderstandings between
involved in development the two countries, not to
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“Isn’t it wonderful to be alive? You know,
you can forget all about it. Then suddenly
you remember, and think of all the things
you can do. Here I am. I can walk around.
I can talk. I can see things and remember
things. 1 am alive. How wonderful!”

--- Sophia Loren
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Assam floods an annual feature
YEAR after year Assam has had to deal with floods
caused by the mighty Brahmaputra and its tributaries.
This time about 15 lakh people in 24 districts in Assam
have been hit by floods and about 431 villages in

seven revenue circles are submerged. In Lakhimpur

district alone over 3 lakh people are marooned by

flood waters. Heavy rainfall in the upper catchment

areas of Arunachal Pradesh and Lakhimpur tend to

raise the water levels of all the 14 rivers and their
tributaries in the district. The Ranganadi, Dikting and
Singra rivers swelled up after NEEPCo opened its

dams to release surplus water in Yazuli. This is nota

rare phenomenon and the fact that no solution has

been found to contain this man-made disaster shows

alack of concern for human lives.

Much has been spoken by experts about learning

to live with floods but that is easier said than done

since people hardly learn lessons. The flood plains

are fertile agricultural lands and farming communities

take risks, albeit not calculated ones. The sensible

thing to do is to build their dwellings some distance

from the rivers and at a reasonable height. But we

are talking of the poorest of the poor who depend

largely on agriculture. Union Minister of State for

Home, Kiren Rijiju has undertaken an aerial survey.

He has urged the district administration to expedite

relief operation since there have been no rains in the

last two days.

The only way to control floods reasonably is to

create more wetlands which can act as sponges to

soak up moisture and to undertake afforestation in

degraded areas along the ridges of Arunachal Pradesh

where there has been massive deforestation leading

to erosion and floods downstream. It is time to halt

deforestation in Arunachal Pradesh and restore

damaged wetlands to reduce the impact of climate

change which in turn is responsible for more flooding.

Better warning systems could save more lives and

properties.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Central University to be alloted
to Cachar in the Barak valley

The centre has decided
to set up a Central
University in Cachar district
of Assam,Mr L P Shahi,
Minister  ofState  for
Education andCulture told
the Rajya Sabhalast week in
reply to aquestion by Mrs.
Bijoya Chakraverty. That a
Central University for
Assam, whichhad none so
far, was well onthe card was
known forseveral years now
and if it didnot see the light
of day yet itwas because of
the fierce controversy
raging from thevery start
over its location,the rival

valleys claiming itwith
equal gusto. The Rajya
Sabha announcement

settlesthe issue at last by
allotting the University to
Cachar in the Barak valley, a
clearvictory  for  Mr
SantoshMohan Deb, the
UnionMinister from this
valley, whohas been
promising thisinstitution for
Cacharthrough successive
LokSabha elections he
hassuccessfully fought on
thisissue among others the
lastserious statement he
madewas that he would not
standfor election once again
if hefailed to redeem his
promiseduring his present
term in theLok Sabha and
impliedly hiscurrent tenure
in the UnionCouncil of
Ministers.Mr Shahi's reply
addedthat the Centre's
decision hadalready been
conveyed to theState
government. Thisappears
to be more a reply tothe
recent assertion by theState

Education Minister
MrBrindaban  Goswami
thatthey were yet to receive
anysuch instruction. The
State government had all
theseyears been banking on
whatit considered to be a
clearcase in favour of
itspreference for
Darrang,which location
could serve,apart from
Assam's northbanks the
adjoiningArunachal Pradesh
also toa great extent. At one
timethe Darrang lobby
lookedwell on the road to
victory,but if the tide
ultimatelyturned it could well
havebeen for the threat of
amassive agitation which
Barak valley threatened and
which the Centre could
notpossibly countenance

withthe  other  valley
alreadyplunged in utter
confusiondue to Bodo

agitation andother problems
showing noprospect of
immediatesolution. Apart
frompolitical consideration,
theCentre's  veto  for
Barakvalley is a recognition
bythe former of the
latter'sdistinct  cultural
identitywhich the local
peoplegenuinely felt was not
toosafe under a step-
motherlygovernment
dominated bythe other
valley which wasnot too
kindly andresponsive to
even therudimentary needs
of theBarak valley. Now that
thecontroversy over
locationof the University
has beensettled, Dispur is
expectedto follow this up
with expedition.

On being a Peoples’
Representative

This article is a humble
submission that it is not
easy to walk in the shoes of
an MLA. To be one, you
require extraordinary
leadership qualities which
includes being a 'mindful’
leader who has time for daily
introspection and yet
plunge into the daily grind
of meeting constituents
whose needs are as varied
as a the biodiversity in a
virgin forest. They are like
Maslow's hierarchy of
needs! Sitting and listening
to an MLA is a learning
experience. And I am talking
here of Jemino Mawthoh, a
friend and person I respect
because of the clarity of his
thoughts and his personal
and political conduct. But
native wisdom would tell us
that it is futile trying to
transform political
behaviour if you do not
have a critical mass of
people with the same
objectives.

Elections are round the
corner and there are several
aspirants wanting to claim
political space. Each person
seeks a different comfort
level with his/her MLA.
Every person will weigh the
pros and cons of voting a
particular candidate based
on their personal
experiences. Sometimes
families differ on who they
vote for. And unlike
Nagaland where the village
headman votes for the entire
village, in Meghalaya we are
hopefully more democratic.
The state of Meghalaya as
indeed the region, the
country and the world is
desperate for  great
leadership. But in our state
the very word "leadership"
needs drastic
deconstruction and
reconstruction. For a long
time people have been led
to believe that someone
who has led a pressure or
interest group is a natural
leader, although that person
may not have the qualities
of head and heart that
leadership entails because
such groups don't promote
accountability for the
actions of their leaders or
followers.

So yes, all around us we
see and meet people with
private struggles and secret
dreams, personal demons
and public virtues, deep
wounds and unique gifts
and above all, a deep
yearning to really matter.
MLAs meet such people on
a daily basis. It is a great
attribute that they still
maintain their calm and are

By Patricia Mukhim

able to deal with the spate
of demands, most of them
related to personal needs.
And yet, the reason why
people approach their
MLAs for personal needs
is because they have
reached the end of the
road. Or so one would like
to believe! There is a
system in place which is
meant to deliver these
goods and the government
has the resources which an
MLA does not. So it must
be the aspiration of the
MLA to push the
government to deliver,
rather than appease the
constituents and act God.

In this respect one finds
there is very little scrutiny

by MLAs of how the
government functions.
Look at the daily

newspapers. Do we see an
MLA trying to sort out the
mess in the PWD, PHE,
Power, Health, and
Education Departments
etc., and unearthing the
wrongs that have persisted
in them? And what about
political parties? How
many scams have the UDP
or HSPDP unearthed in
these four years? Or are we
trying to suggest that all is
well? Or is this because the
Opposition is a
government in the waiting
so there is a cunning
resistance to expose
government malfunction?
But political change is
what Meghalaya needs.
We can no longer have a
business as usual attitude
to politics. Alas! Politicians
like everyone else are
immune to change even
while time demands
change. This is where the
goals don't converge!
Harvard psychologist
Robert Kegan writing
about immunity to change
says, "Desire and
motivation are not enough
to change even when it is
literally a matter of life and
death because of the
internal mechanisms that
make humans highly
resistant to change." He
cites a landmark study
which showed that even
after suffering a stroke or
developing coronary heart
disease, only one in seven
patients will change their
smoking, exercise or eating
habits. I have friends with
these infirmities and know
how difficult it is for them
to stick to a strict diet or to
get out and exercise. But I

will not judge them. It must
be a hell of a task to change
especially eating habits! So
is it futile then to expect
political change? Or is
change easier suggested?
Are those of us who
suggest change ready to
face the pain it entails?

Kegan says we resist
change because our mind
acts as an immune system to
protect us from the
psychological trauma and
danger that sudden and
drastic changes can bring.
Unfortunately this same
system meant to protect us
from negative changes can
also prevent us from making
significant positive changes.
Kegan says one of the
strongest  sources  of
resistance to change is our
firmly entrenched self-
identity. He cites the example
of a heart patient who stops
taking prescription drugs
because it makes him feel old.
One patient, in fact told him
that he stopped taking
medication because he was
only 58 years old and in the
prime of his life and not an
'old man with one foot in the
grave.' For that man, taking
a daily pill threatened his
identity as a healthy and
younger man! This sounds
amusing but it's how many
of us react to huge doses of
prescription drugs.

To get over this identity-
based resistance and I know
as a society that we have
many biases that prevent us
from looking to the future
which also means changing
our way of doing things,
Michael Bunting in his book,
"The Mindful Leader,"
suggests that mindfulness is
the single greatest antidote
to identity-based resistance
to change because this
practice teaches and enables
us to let go of our self-
identity (much of which we
have constructed from past
experiences and prejudices
since the time we were
hunter-gatherers) and truly
know ourselves and enhance
our self awareness as we
observe  the  changes
throughout our lives.
Mindfulness releases us
from the need to identify
ourselves in rigid and
inflexible ways. Mindfulness
takes us out of the prison
where we are taught to cling
on to transient and
intangible thoughts in order
to find security. That's how
behavioral change is

wrought in our lives and
that is why it is so difficult.
Most of us have been in
training sessions where
drug addicts or alcoholics
are told categorically that
if they don't give up their
habits they would have a
limited life span or where
women are told to plan
their families to get out of
the poverty syndrome.
But the trainings glide like
water over a duck's body.

Behavioral change is
tough and that is why we
need leaders because they
are expected to have
enough experience to lead
all of us through change,
one step at a time. When
we make behavioral
change we are
challenging deeply held
habits, particularly the
dysfunctional ones which
develop over time in our
psyche in order to shut
out pain and problems
instead of facing them. But
all this, Bunting says from
years of experience, can be
overcome by mindfulness.
So what is mindfulness the
reader might well ask. The
Vietnamese Zen teacher
Thich Nhat Hanh says,
"The behaviour of leaders
has enormous impact on
those they lead and the
more senior they are the
greater the impact.
Leadership is both a
privilege and a burden. It
is incumbent on leaders to
lead from a centre of
wellness and  non-
reactivity. Leaders set the
tone for the entire team
when they are calm,
confident, open and
relaxed. They spread that
same feeling in their
followers. Similarly when
leaders are stressed,
fearful and closed-minded
they also spread those
same feelings around.
Mindfulness is to be here
and now; to deal with the
present and not be overly
worried about the future.
Insecurity in leaders is a
bad trait because they
tend to promise what they
can't deliver and they
make bad judgments. Also
they lead their followers
downhill!

As we head to the polls
in early 2018, what sort of
leaders are we looking for?
There are many insecure
souls around looking to
enter the portals of fame -
the State Assembly - to
secure their own futures.
Are we going to invest
our trust and votes on
them? The choice is ours!

TO THE EDITOR

Terror attacks!

Editor,

This refers to your
editorial, "Terror attack"
(ST, July 13, 2017). We
must condemn with one
voice all cowards, fanatic
terror brigades - be it ISIS/
Taliban terror brigades or

Gau Rakshak terror
brigades. These
regressive agents

masquerading as religious
forces want to pull us back
to the dark medieval ages.
Both ISIS/ Taliban and Gau
Rakshaks are the two sides
of the same coin. These
cowards are on the prowl
to find soft targets to
lynch humanity. Indeed,
they want to replace
democracy by mob rule
and humanism by
cannibalism. We should
have zero tolerance
towards such intolerant
forces.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

The Amarnath
tragedy

Editor,

After 16 long years a
deadly terror attack on
Amarnath pilgrims on
Monday has clearly shown

the recklessness  of
Laskhar-e-Taiba which will
not spare even the

pilgrims from its vicious
attack. Seven of the
pilgrims died in the attack
as the hospital sources
informed and over
nineteen pilgrims who were

injured were hospitalized.
Many people and news
channels have made the
driver of the bus a hero as
he drove amidst the gun
shots and safely got over
the grave danger. But the
logical question arises as to
why the bus was carrying
pilgrims without having any
Shri Amarnath Shrine board
and violating the rule of not
travelling on the Yatra on the
Srinagar - Jammu highway
after 7 pm. It's obviously a
security failure on the part
of India and our inefficacy
against Pakistani's
aggression but we should
also be more careful about
observing the rules laid out
for all pilgrims. Had the
driver not violated the rules
and driven after the
scheduled timing perhaps
all the pilgrims would have
been saved.
Yours etc.,
Sanjukta Maiti,
Shillong - 6

Iran-Turkey
nexus

impossible

Editor,

The world media has
been speculating that two
non-Arab Islamic nations,
Iran and Turkey are coming
together to forge an alliance
against the West and the
Arab Union of the Middle
East and North Africa.
However, I don't agree that
Iran and Turkey can ever
come together. The greatest
problem with any Islamic
nation is their extreme, right

wing politics, narrow vision
and disruptive diplomatic
association with one another.
None of these nations
actually trust the other in the
real sense and this has been
a historic crisis that cannot
be overcome over few recent
incidences. Both are ruled by
extreme hardliner
governments that make
strategic, diplomatic as well
as meaningful, long term
socio-economic associations
impossible. Currently both
nations are extremely
vulnerable to extremist
ideology. Turkey does not
have strong support of the
West any longer and there is
strong distrust, disgust and
dislike about Erdogan
Government by all nations on
either side of the Atlantic
representing NATO alliance
including the Pacific nations.
The relation between US and
Turkey is now mostly
superficial, and the US-Iran
ties are absolutely strained.
The best alliance that can
jump out of this muddy water
is actually China-Pakistan-
Turkey nexus to counter US-
Israel-India tripartite global
alliance. A destructive and
assertive China is looking for
hoodlums and goons among
nations for her own hidden
agenda of establishing
global hegemony and who
can be her best ill- earned
partners than N. Korea,
Pakistan and Turkey under
the current global scenarios.
All these nations are cash
starved and has very little
opportunity for any
meaningful financial
investments in the distant

future and are partially
immersed in concealed civil
wars within the nation,
proxy wars with adjacent
neighbors, satellite wars
overseas and/or impacted
by various forms of violent
insurgent movements that
hinder socio-economic
development.

China, the "global bully"
has been historically
known to support such
miscreant nations for her
own benefit and then
transforming them into
overseas colonies and
satellite nations to flex her
concealed arms. Turkey
and Iran both aspire to lead
the entire Islamic world and
there cannot be two
dominant tigers living in
the same forest. Hence a
meaningful alliance
between the two nations is
a distant dream. It is also
difficult for Iran to join the
China nexus as Iran herself
is extremely suspicious of
Chinese and Pakistani
activities adjacent to her
borders and with a strong
Shia-Sunni based hatred
existing in Pakistan, there
has been historic animosity
between Iran and Pakistan
in sharing a common
platform. Further, both Iran
and Turkey are extremely
nationalistic in their
outlook, making it difficult
for them to engage in the
same depth and dimension
as India and Israel.

Yours etc.,

Saikat Kumar Basu
Lethbridge AB Canada
T1J4B3

Gag on ‘The Argumentative Indian’

The Clear Stream
Of Reason Has
Lost Its Way

By Ratan Bhattacharjee

The freedom to
interrogate is a part of Indian
Hinduism since the days of
Gargi and Arjuna. Arjuna
interrogated Lord Krishna
and Gargi interrogated
Yajnavalkya. Lopamudra
Maitreyi all were loud
argumentative  Indians.
Even Lord Krishna did not
throttle the voice of Arjuna
and on the other hand
convinced him by giving
his rational reply which later
became Bhagavad Gita. But
in the name of Hinduism,
Nobel Laureate Amartya
Sen is being barred from
uttering the word 'Cow' in
the recently produced film
on him 'The Argumentative
Indian' by Suman Ghosh.

Last year 'Udta Punjab' a
film on epidemic drug abuse
was censored and the
Bombay High Court later
overturned the dictat of the
Censor Board for making 90
changes. Another film
'Lipstick Under My Burkha'
where four women were

shown struggling for
identity and safety in a small
Indian city was also

censored as 'lady oriented'
in the name of audio
pornography . High quality
journalism is an intellectual
nourishment for any nation.
But even on journalists the
pressure is mounting day
by day. Only last month the
Modi Government tried to
throttle NDTV and the voice
of liberal-learning news
channel was throttled.
Prominent journalists of the
channel were warned and
all these only reflect an
assault on freedom of
expression.

Now the political bias
becomes strong in the
decision of the censor board
when the hyper-activity is
seen in gagging the voice
of Nobel Laureate and
Harvard Professor Amartya
Sen in the film, 'The
Argumentative  Indian'
directed by Suman Ghosh
on filmy grounds. The
producers were ordered to
secure the approval of the
prime minister's office
before the release of the film.
The Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) told
film maker that words like
'Gujarat', 'cow' 'Hindu'
'Hindutva view of India’
should be removed from the
dialogue of Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen in the
documentary.

Reacting to this Sen
said, "This shows again that
the country is in the hands
of authoritarians." What
they did not like is not the
word Gujarat but what
Amartya Sen said about the
happenings in Gujarat in
2002. In the documentary,
the Harvard Professor
criticized the 'restricted
vision' of India espoused by
the present Modi
Government. The Nobel
Laureate is always against
attempts to redefine India as
a Hindu nation and
advocated boldly in favour
of pluralist vision of
democracy which had been
the vision of far-sighted
Indian leaders. In the
context of recent mob
attacks on cattle traders and
dairy farmers and even on
an innocent boy like Junaid
by the cow vigilantes from
fringe Hindutva
propagators , this censor is
quite significant . But it was
never imagined that the cow
gag can come to this height.
The appointment of the
staunch Modi supporter
two years ago as the Chief
Censor seems to have
pleased the Hindu India
dreamers who want to
throttle the voice that can
keep democracy alive.

The first part of the
documentary was shot in
2002 and it was re-edited in
2017 because the
documentary wanted to
accommodate the latest
happenings in India and the
world. Suman Ghosh feels
that his film is vindicated
because the very title is

justified which is taken from
one of the essays of the
Laureate and the film really
sparked off a violent
argument in the country.
Only the other day the BJP
activists and RSS fanatics
have shouted slogans in
Bashirhat which was almost
on the verge of communal
riot to make West Bengal a
Gujarat. The  hyper-
sensitivity on the portrayal
of Gujarat in the film is now
understandable. Lynching,
the Cow and Gujarat in the
film now seem to have
ironical implications. It is
interesting that the word
'Cow' is not the only
favourite word of Amartya
Sen if one reads his works
seriously. It is rather the
most uttered words for the
Hindu -India supporters. So
the demand for removing
the word 'Cow' is quite
significant but ridiculous at
the same time. Suman
Ghosh raised the question
pertinently as to who these
censor boards really serve
now. At least one good the
censor board has done for
the documentary is that
now many will know and
argue about it and may be
many more will now be
interested in watching the
film which ends with the
famous poem of Tagore'
Where the mind is without
fear and the head is held
high' recited by famous
actor Victor Banerjee.

That in Tagore's Land
the icon of staunch
liberalism Amartya Sen
cannot say 'Cow' is really
painful He had his
schooling in Shanti Niketan
and his name was given by
Tagore  himself. His
grandfather K.M.Sen was a
Sanskritist and an expert on
Hinduism although they
never had any religious
rituals at home. The Sen
family had fairly religious
convictions in conformity
with non-ceremonial version
of Hinduism and world view
of Tagore. So Amartya Sen
cannot do anything that
may go against India and
Hinduism in the true sense.
Appointment of a Hindu
extremist  like  Yogi
Adityanath as  Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh
where about a fifth of whose
200 million people are
Muslims is really
disappointing . Too much
sensitivity over cow is
being manufactured by the
Hindutva propagandists.
Too much dependence on a
strident form of Hindu
nationalism has already
done much harm to the
secular foundation of India.
Finally, even an intellectual
of Amartya Sen's stature is
being maligned in the name
of 'Cow' and ' Hindutva,'
This shows the extent of
repression going on and
how violently these Cow-
mother worshippers are
trying to communalise the
secular structure which is
really unconstitutional for a
socialist secular republic as
India is envisaged in the
Preamble to the
Constitution. 'Religious
minorities will all have the
right to practice their
religion" wrote even
Vinayak Savarkar of an India
he envisioned. Today that
too is forgotten. Hindu
nationalist agenda which
Modi Government is
reinventing after a few years
of power will affect regional

as well as global
phenomenon and it will
encourage the

fundamentalist forces to
ignore the principles of
tolerance.

Dr. Ratan Bhattacharjee
is Associate Professor and
Head , Post Graduate Dept
of English. He is a poet and
also contributes articles to
national dailies. He may be
reached at

profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com
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“Friendship is egsentially a PODUlatiOn Pressure Trump throws a spanner at HampGummit
partnership. ' Nations have to cope

The Shilong Times Time for fam"y planning with emerging disorder
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Sen and the Censor Population pressure in By Dr Oishee Mukherjee sections, who are By S Sethuraman
_ _ _ India which has created ) normally found to b&  ynder Donald Trump,Merkel, announced in the
PAHLAJ Nihalani hasbecome quite a stellagiverse problems, has now s fertili . illiterate, do not thinkl America seems to have bequn@ummit ~Statement US
_ T ] _ _ forced the Government to gocountry’s fertility ' rate the parivar Vikas programmeabout family planning and process of disengagementithdrawal — from  the
attraction with his censorial scissors. Since he becaane to the concept of familydeclined from 2.6 in 2008 toy,oyid have to be given equathe  educational ~ anfithough selectively yet, at thenultilateral deal and its

- , L planning. Like the western2.3 at present. It is now jusgtention. health needs of theirrisk of forfeiting its global cessation of  national
chairperson of the Central Board of Film Certifica I(S%_rld, which has made0.2 points away from —eeping in view the children, specially of theif leadership and its prizeccontribution for emission
(CBFC) in January 2015, he has been in the lim IiE‘ﬁ'tdes. in controlling Ireaclhm? tzhei reg_la??mle”heagre_ resources  ofdaughters through "exceptionalism". This has noweductions, as spelt out by the

. opulation, India too needsl€V€! OI 2.1. Simiarly developing countries like programmes likd become formal with USformer Obama Administration.
for the wrong reasons. He has raised a new issugke significant steps.fertility rates are dipping |ngia so as to achieve a levelkanyashriee Prakalpa’ ¢fwithdrawal —from Paris Instead the new US line is in
Undeniably, serious effortsglobally, some regions likegf social and economicthe West Benga| Agreement on climate changdavour of an approach that

objecting to “double meaning any kind of word.” Hge needed to tackle thegfrifa ?ee glmtuih7|°Vr‘]’_‘frdevelopment of its people,government whicH announced at the G-200wers emissions whileﬁ]

; ; ; ; nting challenge of thisdecline iromo.110 4.7/, Whilethere js an urgent necessit cei Hamburg Summit, while Mrsupporting economic growt

has no interest in the laurels that Indian cinem g"ﬁ§nomena| increase in Asia it has fallen from 2.45 keep fertility rate to belOWYecently received U | Trump remains equallyand improving energy needs.
p y award for empowering th

determined to scuttle moves on Mr Trump has thus upset a
free trade, away fromuniversally agreed framework
protectionism.. to tackle global warming
In strategic terms, Mrthrough commitments to reduce
Trump's Presidentialemissions with commitments
statements early in office hado help developing countries in
S@ready disillusioned long-termtheir mitigation efforts. He has
US allies in East Asia on futurén the process broken the

won on the international scene. Nihalani disapprowsdecially in our country, 10 2.2. 0, i.e. @ maximum two gjr| child. This is because

tw
. . more than that of China. Further nine countrieschildren per family. China hasof the lack of ]
of scenes and words used in ‘Udta Punjab’ andl dighith the realisation led by India, Nigeria, US,aken several steps in this he oider gae";’laerrzrgﬁ) °

. a0 vin dawned, theUganda, Tanzania, Pakistapegard and th lati S .
his best to stop the release of ‘Lipstick Under I\ggver%mem recently etc would account for mqregrgv?rtrh i:groung 5f|%3satﬁ3r&?ﬁéer§2}§g ésch ;:lzgdvlvli

Burkha'. ‘The Shyam Benegal Committee said {ifiggided to accelerate familythan half the growth ing 5 per cent. In fact, reportsegucation and awarene

. “['planning measures byglobal population betweenioyeal that India would _
ifyi istri d 2050. Most of oo \'d spreading.
the CBFC should only certify and not censor filingentifying 146 districts Now an 05t o1k China in population™” e 2 ning has| GoclicsEASIASiaonfuuran the process broken th

. . . . . ili these are Third World : . nary
Now the dictatorial and unimaginative scissors of gﬁ*éﬁgere‘?ﬁaﬂﬁ'rgﬁr&'ﬁ%ﬁ&pounmes and  aredrowth by 2024, two yearsno doubt, become quitedefence umbrella whilehas beenindisplay over the last

i ; ahead than scheduled. effective but| European partners, on the othéiecade among the major
Censors have stretched to a documentary wkHéhtOI 28 per cent of _thefgsngﬁrrfygsd with Meadie ~ There can be no doubioncentrated mostly if side of the Adantic, were noleseconomies, advanced and
population. The Union that a vigorous campaign hasnetros and cities. This hageft to wonder aboutemerging, through G-20 which

simply cannot corrupt people’s morals. It i$Health Ministry has rolled developmental needs. =~ "5 /nched, specially i os and cite vigorou i o omeraed over the pastcriss

out Mission Parivar Vikas in  The need for population " P : 's princi
documentary about the Noble Laureate economist, qistri . stabilisation is imperativethe villages of northern andmanner to all the semi-NATO, the post-war defencedecade as the world's principal
|str]|¢cts.|to |r|nprqve at this juncture to enablecentral India, to ‘raise yrhan and rural areas Fparchitecture it had helped t@conomic demsmn-rfnaklng
‘ i ind | fccess family planning wareness about than: : : " . create to provide commorinstitution on issues of global
Amartya Sen called, ‘The Argumentative Mind.’| It -~ s, create awarenesdie country to move up th? &his  orientation s ecurity, es%ecia”y Europeargoncenn.

. e . . ) . ; eneficial aspects of a smal i i . .
is not even a biopic like ‘Azhar’ which did have sopaed make family planning économic ladder and the ;=) - o o the b?}‘.llca“%”l's TocasiooVand safeguard world peace.  All major economies had
hoices available. A t offew programme is aimed t - .~ While adult education i i ted th terests and
; : : . S part o . . ounting health. nutrition mrirmar : What is more in a speech imnvested their interests an
controversial scenes denigrating a cricketer WR programme, the ministryachieve this. The greateg“n 4o dugational expenses. famarily sex education, warsaw ahead of the G-20esources in this mechanism to
d i Sh . would ~distribute a kit the total fertility rate (TFR), | hel dp » dfas to reach all segmentss,ymmitin Hamburg (July 7-8) promote inclusive growth,
seemed to be Ravi Shastri. containing products ofthe morle will Ibe the?asr}?“; cz;egrﬂseeséu?esgﬁ%f the popg{lgatlo;\rSm the his first encounter with leaderdinancial stability and clean
' i famil lannin and maternal mortality rate : . age group 18 to 45 yearsof major economies, developegnvironment for the future.
Of.course, an argumentative gerliks Amartya perso)rllal h@giene gmong hdMMR) and also infant 'ound social and economicrhis type of education and developing, Mr TrumpUndeterred by the Trump
Senis a centre of controversy. Does the CBFC envemly-weds. mortality rate (IMR). development of the family. has been largely ignoreldraised eyebrows with hisposturing, the Summit declared
. . The focus as reportedHence, reducing TFR Much would depend onas a result of which family disparaging observation, " Théhat the Paris Agreement is
abhor controversy of argumentation? He \iSyid be strategic towardswould lead to decrease iﬁf;ethefflaent {mplementatlon ganmng has not beehfundamental question of oufirreversible" and reafflrmec(ij
: - ; i maternal mortality andOf the present programme anguite effective. Thus| time is whether the West hastrong commitment to it an
considered fit for censorial cuts when he uses WOS%EZYC',?]Q agfcesssemggghmorbidity and ?’nfam how the Centre and Stategamily planning camps the will to survive'. He left it moving swiftly towards its full
like ‘Gujarat,’ ‘Hindu India’, ‘cow’, ‘Hindutva view| promotional  schemes,mortality and morbidity would be ‘able to makenaye to be organised inthere without attempting toimplementation in accordance
i ' _ ' T _ commodity security, through the Mission, notednroads into the villages. Butmost of the districts and €laborate on what ought to bwith the principle of "common
of India.” Even the print or electronic media are NQipacity building, enabling Heath Minister Nadda. Init needs to be pointed out thakp-divisions to make this done for the future. but differentiated

¢ . X : i ibilities and respective
. . : . onment and intensivefact, he went a step furtheto make the programme aegment of the population , And he had also both duringesponsibili
persecuted for using such expressions. Are just (ﬁ@ﬁtoring_.. Officials have and on the day of thesuccess, the involvement ofaare of the ill effects of €€CON camMpaign 2016 and afteapabilities”.

; A~ : P . entering the White House, not The leaders also reiterated
considered objectionable like swear words in ‘Udteen asked to undertakdaunch to mark World the panchayats and the grasgge family. Tade a secret of his admiratiofhe importance of developed
o o . | half-yearly review of the Population Day, he statedroot organisations would be western nations havegoy  his tough Russiancountries fulfilling their
Punjab?’ The only good thing is that Nihalani hgsgramme and correlate théWe have enhanced thegreatly necessary as a housgreen able g

; ; to marc in. Iti itment in providin
. . i ith ti basket of contraceptiveto-house campaign has to b | counterpart, Mr Putin. Itis thusommitmer p ng
aroused public interest in a documentary abougaﬁevements with time to p paig forward and develop fastng wonder that the Hamburgneans of implementation,

ge whether thechoices to meet thelaunched in telling the peoplezg their population growth Summit should have revealefinancial resources to assist

eminent intellectual. programme was moving inchanging needs of peoplabout the effectiveness of 4s much less and perthe fault lines. First thing he diddeveloping countries for both
the right direction or not. and have taken steps tsmall family. capita income quite high.in Hamburg was to greet Mmitigation and adaptation

| LOOKING BACK | The high focus districts ensure quality assured It would not be out of Though India cannof Putin and take his word thagctions in line with Paris

are in the seven State$ervices and commoditieplace to point out here thatying population growtH there was no interference frorautcomes.

March 27, 1989 which include the four are delivered to the lastthe Muslims still believe in {5 3round such levels, {tMoscow inthe US Presidential Mr Trump had already

. BIMARU States of Bihar, Mile consumersin both rurahaving multiple wives and can at  this  stagd, elections, hardly convincing fothrown overboard many of

OppOStlon condemns Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthagnd Erba”ttarglas-" _ haveb no COTfWO| mdthelrimmemem the familv his own Republicans at homéormler _Presifdent C%t_)ama's

: ' : and Uttar Pradesh, as well as egrettably, previousnumber (o] children. ; o orvastinfluential sections of USegulations for achieving
PreS|dentS RUle N Karnataka Chhattisgarh, Jharkhanddovernments didn't layMoreover, being a minority Sé?igﬂg)?andp&;%ag& media. emission reductions and
and Assam. While these ar@€mphasis on the fact thatommunity, they want to population growth. Thig The US President has beesecuring cleaner energy. The

The seven non-centre." recognised as relativelyfamily planning requiresincrease their population bYwould help the couhtry o enmeshed in what has come tdamburg Summit outcome

be viewed as a political scandainderlines the division for the

Congress (I) opposition They alleged that by backward States, some ar@nd itis time to see how th¢hook or by crook. This in i Sy
g () opp Y g Y Y ove ahead in its efforts o “\ir Trump's electionfirsttime with the United States

arties of Assam todayusing the Governor's officé trying to come out of the New programme is gearedendency has to be stoppe : ( k _ ; >
gxpressed concern at trﬁne Central government andm%ragss_ to achieve the desiredf necessary, through stricteretCOr‘:gfnt?Cr d:\c/)gllg‘l)mg?] managers and senior son h|ms¢gd by_MrT(urr]lp asserting his
imposition of President'sthe ruling party subverte Though statistics revealobjectives. It has to bemeasures. The Suprem he emercin out ‘had contacted influential Amerlcahl First" priorities and
Rule in Kamataka allegedlythe Constitution of the that India's population Seriously taken up and itCourt judgment in the triple |~ n?os?of)\;vho Russians and were preparedtb$ ot %rt 1t9 dcoubmtrhlis
in violation of all democratic country for narrow political| growth rate has declined, thénay be expected that thealaq case is awaited and, igrg Uite  aware anaccep_t any dirt that Moscqmgi ermlrflel_ otsar;‘ onbo dfey
norms and constitutionalgain. They also proposed topace is uneven across Statdg0di government would the Muslims have to follow sociaﬂ conscious \gaswnhng_ to'Fhr‘IJVVMatTS_Jl?WDStrag'ZSO climate change and free
properties. In a statementobserve  April 27 ag and the more prosperouglo SO as it has taken Uphe personal law of the land’shouldyhave a maior rOICEn;Iocr_at![% “\2/816 S Y e Taking a realistic view of
the parties appealed to th&Karnataka Divas” in thg ones especially those inmost of its projects andiheir number of children j nion in the campaign, g

. el ; . . : : to lay and recenthelpful for Mr Trump's global growth which has
people to raise their voice fostate in protest against tHeSouth India, have doneschemes in a professionalould come down. projepcti)c/)ns have progpects. P slowed, the Hamburg

thwarting such dismissal of the electedremarkably well. As per mannerHopefully, like the ~ The poor and those frompp .o - At a time. alleqations ofDeclaration focused on G-20
"authoritarian action of thegovernment. government data, theSwaach Bharat Abhiyannpe economically Weakerfﬁgildered this aspect. Russian imer’ferenge inthe (Ejfgations sharing the benefits of
electoral processes were undg@tobalisation,  building
investigation by the top USesilience, improving
intelligence Agency, FBI, thesustainable livelihood and
Waning ethics demonetization has beerBhattacharjee in his article, taken place from Nathulao ~ conduct  military economy clasg|, Trump-Putin interface, Iastmgaﬁsummg responsibility in
projected as a success stor§The clear stream of reasonPass since 2015. It is a 150@aneuvers aimed at blockingnternational flights. Since two hours, with business-asshaping an interconnected

' all the way. But facts havehas lost i " (ST, July KM | ' . Th iliguri i i all airlines except Jdtusual approaches, proved togorld. _
Of the med|a y cts havehas lost its way," (ST, July ong bus journey. Thethe Siliguri corridor (chicken irines excep galling for Congressionalleaders  Uniike the Paris Agreement,

. shown that the negativel4, 2017) rightly points out other older route Lipulekhneck) the narrow stretch ofAirways and Air India havé .

Editor, ___impact has been devastatinghat no one will ever be ablePass is there to trek througland that connects India'sdiscontinued serving frefel e/ the current US sanciiorigtally unacceptable to Mr
One of the basic ethical | h ional ; ; ; on Russia (enforced by thdrump, the G-20 Summit
fincibles of the media is “tonOt only on the nationalto gag the voice of rough terrains ofseven north eastern state§00d on their domesti Obama Administration) that MrDeclaration took a guarded line
{3” tﬁ truth” and ot to cconemy but on individual argumentative Amartya Sen,Uttarakhand, Nepal andoth the countries evenflights, it should alsq & = =t oo 8 St o on trade and investment issues
e € truth “ and not 0 entrepreneurs as well. Thehe icon of Indian Hinduism Tibet. The abode of Lordexchanged war of wordsfollow those private M(?StRepuincans B lise thiecognising international sues.

mislead people by lies anchssessment made by Forb&ghich embr iva i i : airlines in f ; . (
half truths. Knowing that Magazine clearly shows thaﬁ/vorfd v?sio?w.aﬁ%?/vgvzﬁctlrj]?rﬁ]rgr\:: is believed to b&yer escalating border in further oSt ¢, of having promoted a crudeand investment as important

; ; : : i i cutting. It can even follo ; ' nai f h. productivi
media today is the mosteverything that the medi | Ve . dispute. India's presence i ! . b_usmess M_oghul;otheworlq gngines of growth, productivity,
powerful agent in the projeycts 9 aboutacensor board's action is an Recently, Chinagptan has irritated Chinair;]‘gfgr}ng Ra"‘é"(?gts bo highest office. His economidnnovation and job creation, the

. A attempt to mute our forcefully entered into th
formation of human reasondemonetization is far from theg ;s qamental Right "to 89 square km Doklane"}lWhere they have no

and conscience and druth. The media is trying 10t eedom of s e diplomatic relation with . -
! . . peech andPlateau; it is Doka La for . passengers desiring to Usgnd Federal budget - are afeciprocal terms and observe
shaper of human behaviourconvince the public todayg,\ression” ~which s India and Donglang forBhutan. The construction ofyy, ocreens on seat-bac ®anging in the ai% a full sixthe principle of non-

it is all the more importantthat the BJP government 'fguaranteed in Article 19 (a) China. The unmarked® road near the tri-junction, qomestic flights of Ail months after his inaugurationdiscrimination.”

to safeguard the abovéhe best government and M St - -~ would cause serious Securitynq: - -
principlegat all cost. Media Modi is the most ideal PM soof our  Constitution. disputed border of Ching" ¥ndia. In this uncertainty, even IMF The  reference  to

T . iFreedom of expression isand Bhutan is strategicallymPlications for India and the -~ However, it is senselegshad moderated its earlier upbegrotectionism was guarded,
persons have a greaﬁgg”-r';g'?h': Sﬂg‘fiéhaen[jnfg&?n'gscentral to democracy and weimportant to Chumbi valleyChinese have a vestegf Ajr India to expect growth projection for thepUSPOSSiblyto mollify Mr Trump,
responsibility not merely to e 0Dk ide. If mediaMUst resist any attempt toat the intersection of Indiainterest in maintaining thepassengers to share the |ireconomy in 2017. by stating they would continue
inform but also to form _ .. 2" m s decline therPring back the days of China-Bhutan. Bhutanstatus quo. Is North easflight magazine by keeping  With "America First" as histo  fight  protectionism
character. Perhaps it is nogle can imagine the damage fEmergency that India had toarmy protested that théwow in real danger ofonly one of them to bgwar cry, Mr Trump had beguriincluding all unfair trade
wrong to affirm that the is"ying"to people especiallysuffer four decades ago. Weconstruction of the roadoossible military conflict after shared by  thregreversing globally acclaimedpractices and recognise the role
media has usurped the rolghe "masses of illiterateneed to remember whatyjolated a bilateralChinese strategic calculusbassengers. If the cost ppolicies of his predecessopf legitimate trade defence
of parents and teachergersons in the country. It isGeorge Washington hadagreement and raised abelhi and Beijing have beenthe magazine is recovergdresident Barack Obamaipstruments in this regard”.
today. The invasion oftime to lose faith in the mediaonce said, "If freedom of gog The tri-junction is justat loggerheads over thghrough sponsorships a @specially climate change wittThey would strive to ensure a

agenda -set of policies on taxgummit leaders said they would
earphones from infrastructure spending, growttkeep markets open "on

What is however troubling
us is not the presence of th

media of all sorts both in ourin jts present avatar. | for onespeech is taken away, themg KM awav from Brigade i : : : advertisements eadll commitments under the Paritevel playing field, in particular
p_riva':e and pulblic folrum_ ishave stopped watching manglumb and silent we may beyq . They Speciaﬁzedzg;leagtho;r.d \1\t/gl bgmg?s-passenger should g{ie_melntd_ (Dez_:emllaletby promotintgfa f?V%urablz
simultaneously a bessmgd)j1 theI nat||_|onal newsled, like sheep" to the mountain  force ITBP sovereignty even at the cos§iven one copy. It is h )|_nc3 |ngt nbattl_ona y%?/\gsrton?gfigth?srreraarg an
and a curse. Someone ungrri]t?c?als.viewe(r)sware rggir;yslaughter house. marched ahead and haver war? China and IndiaSenseless to argue t "%\e/vg:irnlnfgssﬁ?ﬂe?er%ig)sri‘gn(sm Mr  Trum sgtroﬁ I
Eghtly_ salddti:jat the IT]edla|’£)ombarded with these Iiegs Yosurgt(la:;c., been locked in a standoffy g help each other td€ducing the number of =%y, '?’rump had equally opposes Iargeptrade de?‘i():/its
badrooma. " The " all and half truths and it looks K olkata ‘I’V'(tjh PLQ for ot mlonthd bring hope for the depresseéFOp'eS.Og)lmagtaé'nes {Hkbenounced free trade accordsiSA has been running for years.
pervasiveness of media idke the whole nation is being ndian Army displayed, o jq " economy and @PPrectably cut aown thei,qiantly rejected Obama'The deficits with countries, big
an accepted fact todaynourished by false hope and Chi th utmost  restraint. lrgjilluminate the world. Also Veight of the flight. It ma | carefully negotiated TPP withand small, totalled around 750
empty promises. When will Inese threat retaliation for the allege India should keep an eye ouge mentioned that all othelg|eyen Asia-Pacific nationsbillion dollars in 2016. While

omestic airlines are stillexcluding China, and putChina remained the largest

our media be liberated from Indian Army's action, _
to NOI"[h EaSt for further  —Chinese continuing with separatecanada and Mexico on noticeainer with 327 billion dollars,

Such deviations? | hope that Beijing blocked the entry of

media in our life, but theeqycated Indians  will Indian pilgrims. Chinesetfansgressions in the fUtureCODiesl of in-flight for revisitihng NAFTA, North US trade deficits were

waning ethics that we segecome more critical about Egitor refusal to allow the Yours etc., magazine for individual American ~ Free ~ Tradeaccounted for by other G-20
in it. What we witness inwhat they read and watch in |ndia and China have Pilgrimage has frustrated a Kamal Baruah, passengers. Agreement. nations including Germany and
India now is the unethicalthe media and not be led byjisptes over sovereigntylarge number of pilgrims Guwahati Yours etc., A major preoccupation ofsome EU member-countries and
conduct of the media in thethe nose by such banalfia 4 057 kilometre border. from Hindus to Buddhists ; ] Madhu Agrawal, Republicans and Mr Trump fofcountries like India and South
manner the events areresentations. But Sikkim is the only state and Jains. Interestingly A”‘ |nd|a cuts (Guinness Recordmonths has been to repeal thorea.

reported. Most of the media Yours etc., ;" | 1dia  which  has Poth the sides 33 Corps HQ holder for letters in American Health Care Actand  In the unsettled geopolitical

channels we have, are Barnes Mawrie sdb, o occated borders withand 141 PLA Division are cost newspapers) provide a substitute toconditions and uncertain US
patronized by politicians or Via email China based on 1898 treaty.aCCUSing the other of oy Delhi - 6| Obamacare, which broughpolicies under Trump, security

millions of Americans underand terrorism pose greater

one political party or the - itorial i i : .
p party After a referendum in 1975, territorial intrusions and i |ndia has further Letters to the Editor must have| | health insurance, but they havehallenges to nations working

other. Consequently, the On freedom Of Sikkim voted to merge with illegal troop encroachmentg e e up its cost-cutting  the ful o, e

media channels tend to ; - China does it often to : stumbled and unable to come upgether on international
project only what is SpeeCh t;]sﬁla%rrzl?\;]ar?éalrrc])(\i/g \Z’;\rt]rea gain strategic edge Oveﬂqeasurest o rlfOt dse_rw_n contact number of the writer, | | with legislation acceptable to aleconomic issues with a degree
favourable to the party or di throuah  the  mountains Monitoring  movement on-vegetarian f00d In ItS even if they are sent by email. | | sections of Republicans. of harmony, as has been the G-
parties. Editor, g domestic flights, after earlier opy fetters with the requisite At Hamburg, playing host,20 experience thus far. (IPA

; i i along the international
¢ On the censoring Sumarierrain of the Tibetan g it announced that salad getails will be published. || German Chancellor AngelaService)

For example, the issue of5, oo jocumentary, Ratakutonomous Region hasborder. Their game plan igyq 14 be discontinued from
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State to observe 182nd death anniversary of U Tirot Sing

Democratic ruler & undaunted soul

By Uma Purkavastha

Tirot Sing, the legendary

freedom fighter of Khasi

Hills, died a martyr’s death

on July 17, 1835, in Dacca

jail (in present
Bangladesh) during British rule. The last
days of the great hero as far as known,
were tragic. Despite being a young man
of strong determination and personality,
a skilled warrior, a well-disciplined
leader and ruler, he had to surrender to
the conspiracy of the British, and die in
captivity. But the great hero, despite ex-
treme pressure and lucrative offers, did
not sign the treaty of suzerainty to the
British. His principle was, ‘better death
than dishonour’, which he followed till
his last breath.

It is unfortunate that the great Tirot,
despite his democratic outlook towards
his countrymen, had to be a victim of
conspiracy not only of the British but
some of his kinsmen, including his own
mother.

It is more unfortunate and heart-rend-
ing that while Tirot, keeping himself un-
derground, had been furiously fighting
against the well-equipped British Army,
he was injured by a gun shot of the
British; and hid himself inside a cave; his
secret shelter was disclosed to the British
by one of his chiefs.

Tirot was caught by the British and the
betrayer chief was rewarded with gold
coins. That treachery of his own country-
man shocked and pierced the patriotic
heart of Tirot Singh, which was more
painful to him than his defeat. His last
days in imprisonment were full of frus-
tration, disgust and despair.

U Tirot Sing, the first freedom fighter
against the British in the northeastern re-
gion, was born at Nongkhlaw in the
Khasi Hills towards the end of the 18th
century.

Being the Syiem (King) of
Nongkhlaw, Tirot, a tall and stout young
man, was adept in archery, swimming,
riding and hunting. His martial skill was
extraordinary. His method of controlling
the common people was democratic and
disciplined. As a ruler, Tirot Sing gave
ample proof of his extraordinary capacity
to maintain peace and order in his state.

He was well-conversant with a number
of languages like Bengali, Assamese,
Garo and Bodo, which made him popular
in the neighbouring states too.

In 1824, David Scott, an agent to the
East India Company was deputed as
Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit in
the district of Assam who keenly ob-
served that the Khasis were obedient
under the able and strong leadership of U
Tirot Sing.

Scott was a shrewd politician who
thought of establishing British sover-
eignty on the hill states and from the mil-
itary point of view, for quick
communication particularly, he felt the

necessity of a link road from lower
Assam to Sylhet via Khasi Hills.

Scott made friendship with Tirot Sing
and gave him the proposal of construct-
ing a link road through the Khasi Hills
and to build a Sanitarium at Nongkhlaw
for the treatment of the invalids. Scott
convinced him about the facilities of the
quick communication from the hill to the
plains, particularly from economic point
of view.

Tirot Sing called the state Durbar at
Nongkhlaw in November 1826 and the
proposal to construct a road for the
British troops through the territory was
accepted. But there were some conditions
— the British raj should not interfere in
any internal affairs of the state and they
should protect the state from foreign en-
emies.

The treaty made with Tirot Sing was
ratified by the Governor General of India
in due course but within a short period,
Tirot could read the evil motive of Scott,
as he betrayed him in some very impor-
tant matter of the state. The British gov-
ernment failed to keep the terms and
conditions of the treaty and imposed rev-
enue on the Nongkhlaw state. Tirot Sing,
united with other chiefs of the hills, was
determined to drive out the white
strangers from his motherland.

On April 4, 1829, Tirot sent a band of
Khasi warriors and declared war against
Lt. Burlton at Nongkhlaw. Thousands of
young men and women joined Tirot Sing
to fight against the foreign power. It was
the first uprising against the British
power, in the North East region of India,
headed by Tirot Sing, which is known as
‘Nongkhlaw Massacre’ (Alexander
Mackenzie ‘memorandum 1869”).

Lt. Burlton and his soldiers escaped
and fled towards the plains of Kamrup
but were caught and killed by the Khasi
warriors. Another group of fierce war-
riors burnt down all the buildings of
Nongkhlaw constructed by David Scott
and released all the prisoners from the jail
who were punished by the British.

Tirot Sing sent another band of war-
riors to attack David Scott, the ring leader
of the total betray who was in Cherra-
punji. But Scott was helped to escape to
Sylhet by the mother of Tirot, who was
very much kind and friendly to Scott. Lt.
Bendingfield and Dr. H. Beadon were
brutally killed in that attack.

In the book, ‘British Paramountcy and
Indian Renaissance’, K.M Munshi appre-
ciated the war-skill of Tirot Sing and his
super guerilla tactics and compared his
talents with that of the great Maratha
King, Shivaji.

The way Tirot Sing organised the
movement and received the co-operation
of all the Khasi Syicms and warriors, was
highly appreciated by the observers.
Tirot, himself could create a terror to the
powerful British, as the record reads:-

‘Tirot Sing and his associates with a
military force estimated to be 10,000

evaded the British, but occasionally
swooped down upon the plains, causing
alarm all over Assam. Once the panic was
so great, even in Gauhati, the head quar-
ters of the British, that large number of
people including high officials kept boats
ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice’.
( ‘British Paramountcy and Indian Ren-
aissance’)

Scott observed the strong determina-
tion of Tirot Sing and his followers and
devised the methods of ‘divide and rule’
by sowing seeds of distrusts among the
top leaders of Tirot Sing.

Sing Manik, the chief of the Khyriem
estate offered his service to the British to
negotiate between the Khasi and the
British for some peaceful settlement. He
arranged a meeting at Nongkhlaw on Au-
gust 19, 1832; but Tirot declined to meet
the British officer, who came to the meet-
ing fully armed. It was decided that the
parties should attend the meeting un-
armed and accordingly the meeting was
held on the August 23, 1932.

The British representative gave a
solemn promise to spare the life of Tirot
Sing and his followers provided Tirot
signed the treaty with the British, ac-
knowledging their suzerainty.

The bold reply came from brave Tirot
Sing — ‘Better death of a free commoner
than the life of a chief who is a slave’.
The brave hero had the strong guts to say

‘No’ to the powerful British, knowing
fully well its dire consequences.

So there was no compromise. As a re-
sult of the prolonged war the common
people of the Khasi Hills had been suf-
fering miserably. Their trade had come to
stand still and many a family had lost ei-
ther a husband or a brother or a son in the
War. Tirot was very much pained at their
distress and decided to surrender, consid-
ering the greater interest of his country-
men. Moreover Tirot was shocked to get
the scent of playing double role by some
of his best supporters. While guerilla
fighting, Tirot was injured by a gun shot,
and was captured by the British from his
secrect shelter.

On January 13, 1833, the great warrior
surrendered very gracefully to the British
officer Captain Inglis, at Lum Mardiang,
near Elephant Falls, Shillong. At that
fateful moment of surrender, Tirot con-
veyed his love and gratitude to his coun-
trymen, whose love and devotion he
cherished till the last moment of his life.
His only request to the British was grant-
ing full justice to the rights of his coun-
trymen.

In trial, Justice T.C Robertson pro-
nounced the sentence of his life impris-
onment, but the council of the supreme
government, however, revised the order
and Tirot was sent to Dacca jail for de-
tention.

On January 13, 1833, the great warrior
surrendered very gracefully to the British
officer Captain Inglis, at Lum Mardiang, near
Elephant Falls, Shillong. At that fateful mo-
ment of surrender, Tirot conveyed his love
and gratitude to his countrymen, whose
love and devotion he cherished till the last
moment of his life. His only request to the
British was granting full justice to the rights
of his countrymen

When Tirot Sing arrived at Dacca, he
was treated very inhumanly. He was not
allowed even any personal belonging ex-
cept a blanket to cover his body. But Tirot
bravely said, ‘I came from a royal family
and I claim royal treatment’.

Ultimately, the British government had
to issue a special order to treat him as a
State prisoner and Tirot was granted an
allowance of Rs 63 with permission to
engage two servants. (March 19, 1833 p.c
No 55).

But till that order was passed, his suf-
ferings knew no bounds as an ordinary
prisoner.

Tirot spent his last days in confine-
ment, with despair and disgust. He had to
spend more than two years in imprison-
ment, without further investigation.
Nothing is known so far regarding the
physical and mental condition of the
great leader, in British custody.

This untold chapter of the life of the
great patriot has remained a mystery to
his countrymen, till the day. In the death
report, no mention of any disease of the
hero is found which could cause his
death. Is not it very difficult to believe a
normal death for a young strong and stout
person like Tirot Singh in captivity?

Even there is no record of disposal or
handing over his mortal remains to any
member of his family. Even there was
confusion among his countrymen regard-
ing the exact time and date of death of the
great hero.

Jerlie E Tariang, former MP, in his
book ‘Tirot Sing’ said, “To ascertain the
correct date of the death of this heroic
personality of the northeastern region of
India, I contacted the India Office Library
and Records, London. I received a photo
copy of the letter, written by the Offici-
ating Commissioner of Circuit, Dacca,
dated July 18, 1835, addressed to the Sec-
retary to the Government in the Political
Department, forwarding, in turn, copy of
a letter addressed to him by S.C Scott,
Officiating Magistrate, Dacca, undre
whom Tirot Sing was a state prisoner”.

The copy of the letter dated July 18,
1835, addressed to the Secretary to the
Government in the Political Department
Fort William, Calcutta, by the Officiating
Commissioner of Circuit, Dacca Divi-
sion, enclosing the letter dated July 18,
1835, of SC Scott. Officiating Magistrate,
on the death of Tirot Sing, as follows —

“Sir,

I have the honour to submit copy of a
letter from the Officiating Magistrate of
Dacca, communicating the fact of the
death of the state prisoner, the ex. Rajan
Teeruth Sing for the information of the
Honourable Governor of Bengal".

To

The Officiating Commissioner of Cir-
cuit, Dacca.

Sir,

I have the honour to report for the in-
formation of Government, the demise of
the ex. Rajah Teeruth Sing, a state pri-
sioner under my charge, which event
took place yesterday at 1p.m.

I have etc.

Foujdary Adawlat  sd/-

Zillah of Dacca, S.C Scott

18th July, 1835 Offg. Magistrate

So it was confirmed that on July 17,
1835, Tirot Sing died at 1.PM. in Dacca,
under British custody.

Thus ended the career of Raja Tirot
Sing, the Khasi hero or yore, one of the
most heroic sons of Mother India who is
claimed to be the first freedom fighter of
the North Eastern region of India.

July 17, ‘U Tirot Sing Day’ is observed
in Meghalaya as a state holiday, but
schoolchildren do not know even what is
the day meant for. Many of them take the
day as the birth anniversary of U Tirot
Sing. The inspiring patriotic life history
of U Tirot Sing should be more keenly
known by the school children, the youth
and intelligentsia of the country. More re-
searches should be done by the students
of history on the last days of the great pa-
triot in prison and his subsequent tragic
end.

Exploring the Bavarian Alps

TRAVELLER’S
DIARY

Five years ago I had the fortune of
travelling to Europe through the Bavar-
ian Alps region of Germany, Austria and
Italy. I shall try to retrieve some of those
wonderful and cherished moments from
my memory.

The Bavarian Alps region is known for
its stunning beauty and considered to be
one of the most picturesque regions of
Germany. My wife and I were on a 15-
day group tour of Europe organised by
one of the leading outbound tour opera-
tors of India, SOTC.

We travelled in the second week of Au-
gust 2012.

August 14: Engelberg (Switzerland)

We moved onto Austria through the
Alpine country and the minute principal-
ity of Liechtenstein, the smallest and one
of the most beautiful countries of Europe.
We were told that the Prince of this coun-
try, Hans Adam-11, is the fifth richest man
in the world. On our way to Austria we
had the fortune of spending some time in
two of the most beautiful locations of the
entire tour, Vaduz and Wattens.

After travelling some distance from
Engelberg, the Alps and beautiful lakes
were our constant companion to the left.
We had our first toilet break at Vaduz, the
capital of Liechtenstein. Situated by the
mighty Rhine and with a geographical
area of only 160 sqkm, and a population
of 35,000 thousand (2012) it is a major
tourist destination. The main attractions
of this beautiful Alpine town were the

A glimpse of Austria with the

Bavarian Alps in the background and

(right) the author and his wife
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majestic Castle of Vaduz and a tram ride.
The Castle is the palace and the official
residence of the Prince.

It was the cleanest city | have seen in
Europe and one can literally sleep on the
road. We had the leisure to explore
Vaduz, so I did not want to waist a mo-
ment and went for a photo shoot along
the cozy street cafes, beautiful houses,
quiet, beautiful streets with almost no
traffic and of course, the presence of the

P

mighty Alps.

After spending about half an hour we
continued our journey towards Inns-
bruck, the capital of Tyrol, a region of
Austria. On the way, suddenly we were
on detour as the coach driver left the
highway and started descending to a
place that looked like a motel. We en-
joyed our packed lunch, sitting under
greenwood trees and lush green grass that
looked like a Persian carpet.

v g
o
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The beauty of the Austrian Alps was
breathtaking. After relaxing for sometime
in the lap of nature, we proceeded to Wat-
tens (13 km from Innsbruck) for a visit to
the amazing Swaroski Crystal World.
With the backdrop of the Alps, gently
rolling grassy Alpine Meadows and pine
forests the setting was perfect for a holi-
day resort. To commemorate the hundred
years of the famous Swaroski brand, a
museum was built at Wattens in 1995.

The retail counter of this brand spreads
all over the world and has stores in India
as well. On entering the Crystal World
Museum I was delighted to find that a
replica of Chetak, the famous horse of
Maharana Pratap, mounted on the wall
and studded with precious gems. Vaduz-
Innsbruck stretch was a real treat to our
eyes and souls as we crossed the beautiful
Austrian Alps and passed by old valleys,
ruins of fortresses, and beautiful lakes.

After reaching Innsbruck, we were on
an orientation tour of the city. Along a
cobblestone street of Innsbruck and
among quaint road side cafes stand the
‘Golden Dachl’, the’ Golden Roof” — a
beautiful Gothic style structure and the
most iconic landmark of Innsbruck.
Other important places we visited were a
17th century fountain with the equestrian
statue of king Leopold V, St. Anne’s Col-
umn, Innsbruck Cathedral and others.

We had a brief stroll along the bridge
on the river Inn, after which the city was
named. The view on the other bank was
simply fascinating with a backdrop of the
Alps, looking bluish, lovely houses and
dense conifers on the mountain slope.

Because of low altitude this part of the

Alps was not snowbound. What added to
the beauty of this canvas were the hang-
ing flower pots from the poles, with
lovely natural flowers, along both sides
of the bridge. Our stay for the night had
a wonderful surrounding, close to the
river Inn on one side and the Alps on the
other. It was August 14 and young boys
of the group had a wonderful idea of cel-
ebrating Independence Day in the
evening.

Two Euros were collected from each
family for the purpose. During dinner
everyone was told to be present at the
lobby. When we came down to the lobby
I was thrilled to find the Indian tricolour
on the table.

Patriotic songs were sung in different
languages and I was requested to say a
few words on Independence Day. It was
indeed an honour for me. That was the
most memorable experience for us, cele-
brating Independence Day in Austria!

(Contributed by Parag Ranjan Dutta,
former professor at
St Edmund’s College)

(To be concluded next week)
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Get ready for
adventure

By Ranjan K Baruah

here are some people who dare

I to dream unique and love adven-
ture. Some might dream of scal-

ing Mount Everest or dive into seas and
oceans. For the daredevils, adventure
sports will be the perfect career option.

Some of the adventure sports are
paragliding, sky diving, sky surfing,
rock climbing, mountain biking, ski-
ing, trekking, ice yachting, scuba div-
ing, white water rafting, kayaking,
canoeing, yacht racing, powerboat rac-
ing, etc.

There are training institutes in the
country that offers different courses re-
lated to adventure sports. There are
basic and advanced courses for both
male and female. To join this courses
physical fitness is essential as these are
challenging activities. To secure em-
ployment in this field, certification
from any adventure sports institute is
enough.

Effective communication skill is
important to get placement in estab-
lished holiday resorts or similar estab-
lishments. Himalayan Mountaineering
Institute, Nehru Institute Of Moun-
taineering, National Institute of Water
Sports, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute
of Mountaineering and Allied Sports,
Jawahar Institute of Mountaineering
and Winter Sports, National Institute
of Mountaineering and Allied Sports,
Indian Institute of Skiing and Moun-
taineering, Pandit Nain Singh Sur-
veyor Mountaineering  Training
Institute, are some of the institutes that
offer courses in various adventure
sports.

There are courses related to adven-
ture sports, which include Adventure
Course, Basic = Mountaineering
Course, Advance Mountaineering
Course, Search & Rescue, Methods of

Instructions, Special course, skiing,
skiing and trekking, water sports,
paragliding. These courses may be for
few days to few months.

Apart from being entrepreneur and
self employment there are other op-
tions and opportunities related to ad-
venture sports.

Career options in adventure sports
sector can be as Instructor of Adven-
ture Sports , Adventure Sports Athlete,
Outbound Training Facilitator and
Trainer, Adventure Sports Photogra-
pher, Adventure Tourism Facilitator,
Adventure Camp Counselor, Extreme
Sports Specialist, Water and Aero
Sports Specialist, Trekking and Moun-
tain Guide, Adventure Tour Guide ,
etc. Opportunities are available in ex-
cursion agencies, holiday resorts,
leisure camps and commercial recre-
ation centers, Sports centers, athletic
club, etc.

There are many individuals from
the North East who have successfully
climbed Mount Everest.

In the state of Meghalaya, there are
many opportunities for adventure
tourism and adventure sports like
trekking, camping, caving, rock
climbing, water sports. The state is full
of potential as tourist from neighbour-
ing states and other parts of the coun-
try visits Meghalaya. Interested
individuals from the state may take up
career in adventure with proper plan-
ning.

Updates

Young Professionals Programme
at World Bank: The program is de-
signed for highly qualified and moti-
vated individuals skilled in areas
relevant to World Band Group’s tech-
nical/operations such as economics, fi-
nance, education, public health, social
sciences, engineering, urban planning,
agriculture, natural resources and oth-
ers.

The last date for sending applica-
tion is 28th July.

Rhodes Scholarships India 2018:
Rhodes Scholarships are awarded for
pursuing full-time postgraduate stud-
ies at the University of Oxford, UK.
Rhodes Scholars have selected from
many countries around the world an-
nually. Last date is July 31.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career men-
tor and can be reached at bkran-
Jjan@gmail.com or 98640 55558 for
any career related queries)

A home left behind

Paul Harris discovered McCluskiegunj while researching for a long-term
project. Thus emerged his documentary ‘Dreams of a Homeland’

By Shoma A. Chatterji

cCluskiegunj, a

small town in

Jharkhand, is the

setting for
Konkona Sen Sharma’s well-ap-
preciated debut directorial fea-
ture, A Death in the Gunj. The
place is also the focus for Aus-
tralia-based filmmaker Paul
Harris who almost accidentally
came across it while researching
for a project for his documen-
tary End of the Raj.

Fascinated by this tiny little
world of old Anglo-Indians who
settled down here many years
ago, he decided to make another
film, Dreams of a Homeland.

Harris himself is an Anglo-In-
dian now settled in Down
Under.

He became a documentary
filmmaker by choice. “In 2010,
when [ was researching for End
of the Raj - A History of Anglo-
Indians, a long documentary, |
visited McCluskiegunj, around
70 km away from Ranchi, the
capital of Jharkhand. I was curi-
ous about the history of a section
of my community that had mi-
grated to this place. I decided to
make a film about the ‘Gun;j’ as
it is fondly called by the locals,”
says Paul.

McCluskiegunj was the
brainchild of Ernest Timothy
McCluskie who created this
homeland for members of the
Anglo Indian community. Be-
tween 1930s and 40s, scores of
Anglo-Indians from all parts of
the Indian sub-continent came to
settle in this remote location
once called Lapra, now in Jhark-
hand.

Harris’s film explores the his-
torical context for the creation,
development and eventual fail-
ure of the town now almost
bereft of the community. It no
longer throbs with the exclusive
lifestyle, noise and music of the
Anglo Indians who gradually
shifted to discover fresher pas-
tures leaving a handful of senior
citizens behind who have no
wish to go elsewhere. It is now
almost a ghost town.

Harris chanced upon fantastic
archival material from The Col-

was the heat. “Shooting at the
height of the Indian summer was
almost impossible.

“The temperature varied be-
tween 40 and 44 degrees Celsius
during the day. We would rise
early and shoot between 7 and
11 am, rest in the afternoon to
review the footage and then re-
sume shooting in the evening till
it got dark. There were other in-
terruptions such as the traffic of
both people and animals and
road traffic we had to contend
with. But all this made the work
extremely challenging,” Harris
recalls.

The film offers an insight
through three talking heads. One
of them is Mrs Goss, then 83,
straightforward and forthright,
who has lived here for many
years. She lives alone with her
pet dog, her only friend. Another
gutsy lady is Kitty Kitty Texeira.
“Many have negative percep-

(Above) A bungalow in
McCluskiegunj and the
director with a resident

onization Observer, an old jour-
nal. “I wanted to make a film
which is part travelogue and part
history to document what the
town is like today,” Harris says.

It is an honest film stripped of
glamour, or cultural pretensions.
The camera wanders around an
old brick kiln that has now been
reduced to a public toilet for
passers-by.

Paul wanders across old
homes, captures a construction
in total decay and stands against
a backdrop of hoardings inviting
boarders to the many of the

tions about Kitty. They feel that

making a living by selling fruits
at the railway station is some-
thing Anglo Indians should not
be doing.

But I understood her plight.
She had never ever gone to
school and yet had to earn a liv-
ing. Selling fruits is the only
way she could survive. Her chil-
dren live with her and she in-
vited me into her home, centered
in a vast tract of land that hardly
has any selling value today,”
Harris elaborates. He also met
Joshy T.D, Principal of the Don
Bosco School who spoke of the
students taking their public
schools examinations.

“For me, documentary film-
making is about learning some-
thing and then sharing it with

boys” hostels in the town.

Surprisingly, the small town
boasts of a good number of
boys’ hostels. Students from
Ranchi, Kolkata and other
nearby towns come here to
study in the Don Bosco Acad-
emy and several schools dotting
the place.

“The Colonization Observer
published by the Colonization
Society of India was a historical
treasure trove and an excellent
record for the period 1934-1944
and all that happened in the

colony. I spoke to locals, read
some more books, and then
cross-referenced them to mate-
rial from the magazine,” ex-
plains Harris.

Harris had heard about Mc-
Cluskiegunj from his parents
and elders. He grew up in
Gomoh, a town about 100 miles
from McCluskiegunj.

Filming on a shoe-string
budget made Harris decide to
play multiple roles — those of
anchor, commentator and inter-
viewer. He trained a friend to

operate a camera, drove from
Patna to McCluskiegunj to shoot
the film. It was difficult to locate
specific places, like an old bun-
galow too deep into the forest.

“It was physically challeng-
ing because there was a lot of
walking and hiking involved. I
had to practise my narration in
front of the camera, then review
it and then go for a final take
sometimes doing the same shot
nine times to get it right,” says
Harris.

Another big stumbling block

others. I was fortunate to visit
McCluskiegunj and more fortu-
nate to make a film about its his-
tory and get access to some
fantastic archival material,” says
Harris.

Harris was struck by the mys-
tery of what made a group of
Anglo Indians set up their home
in the middle of a dense forest
and even made it work for some
time. “I have dedicated my film
to the spirit of those settlers who
dared to dream of a homeland,”
he sums up. (TWF)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, July 16, 2017

Moon opposite Jupiter on your solar retum chart ensures an excellent year
ahead. This is extremely strong and tide year. Be brave, resourceful, do not
step back from your aims and plans, but act and take a risk- you will be very well
rewarded. Be loyal fo yourself, respect the others and do not divert from your
way for any reason. Don't let yourself get lazy during the year. On contrary, this
is moment now to plant this which you going to collect for the coming 9 years.
Now is the time for some kind of serious change, something colossal and
shaking your world from the bases. Always listen to your inner voice and never

over frust the others.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You would enjoy doing things with others at work and at home, as
synergy and cooperation are available to you. You would most
successfully perform tasks that involve cooperation and team

harmony. After dealing with tough people and complicated is-
sues you feel much stronger and clearer about priorities. You
have mental clarity and a logical approach to resolve matters.

Study business offers and professional oppertunities in detail.
Instead of feeling hurt and suffering mentally, be patient and
positive, as things are likely to turn around in a positive direction

in a few days.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

There will be fabulous results for domestic and work related
matters. You are strong and masterful while turning things around
in a positive direction at work. Think about long term gain as
opposed to quick fix solutions. Media and the arts involve you in
creative pastimes. You enjoy love and admiration of the family.
Artistic sel-expression is important, possibly through writing or
some forms of art. A strong desire for companionship and socia-
bility dominates during this period. Health and energy need to be
conserved through a busy time at work. Sports people also
benefit from the planetary alignment as they are infused with
positive energy and gain recognition..

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

This phase brings responsibilifies, seriousness and sensitivity in
relations. You are bold and adventurous right now and you
cannot tolerate delays, restrictions, or any form of authority that
prevents you from behaving exactly the way you want to. Your
drive for personal freedom and insistence on your rights is
pressing, and a confrontation in which you have to stand up for
yourself is likely. You will be needed to provide inputs and your
presence may also be required at home and work and you will
have to divide your attention according to priorities. This is good
time to achieve balance between the head and the heart, and

that too in all relationships.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

There will be mixed results as success and good fortune at work
opens new horizons for expansion and travel. Some changes in
the business set up are on the cards. You bring stability and order
in business and professional projects with a dynamic and asser-
tive approach. You come up with original and creative ideas that
surprise other in the professional area. You support people with
loyalty and zeal. A person makes an impact on you and it is hard
fo stop thinking of this strange connection. Your relationship with
your partner is rather tenacious at the moment and requires extra
aftention and care. Emotive issues arise with family members.
Your career, reputation, and public life are influenced.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

An increase in funds brings monetary gains and you may eam
from investments made earlier. There will be times when you feel

stressed over details. You may want to plan every move but
serendipity has some happy surprises in store. You have more
aith in general regarding your career and the direction in which
you are headed. You will have the ability to build up financial
reserves and resources, for the current planetary placement can
bring a good deal of success in all monetary pursuits. Your
romantic relationship takes on an added intensity and you re-
ceive more than you anticipated from your partner. This draws

you closer on other levels too.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

An excellent time awaits you especially regarding money and
career. Feeling secure and comfortable on the job is important to
you now. Money matters move smoothly even as expenses rise.

Itis time to get serious about other aspects of life management too.

You work towards happiness and solidarity in friendship and love
and this helps you get your health and relationships back on track.
You reconnect with friends and focus your attention on your relation-
ships with your family including children. The unattached are likely to

meet someone who stimulates them mentally and a great period of
togethermness could ensue.
Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
This is a positive period that brings sincerity, cooperation and har-
mony in relationships. This is an excellent time under which to work
m a close relationship. Old friends and close family communicate good
feelings. This is a great time to present your ideas and to make your
mark at your place of work. Your innovative ideas elicit a favourable
response from peers and seniors alike. Be objective as prejudices
and notions could color your view on how you tackle a given situa-
fion. Health needs the atiention it deserves.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
happy, celebratory and at other times low, serious and depressed.
fend to go through ups and downs. Finances and material effects
need fo be evaluated, do not make investments or speculate heavily.
You are involved in multiple activities and need to avoid mental
stress. Itis the right time to concenirate on your career prospects and
professional skills as your workload too increases. You have to
develop more energy for work and your daily routine tends to speed
up now. It's a fabulous time for joining a gym or stepping up exercise
Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
be a time of achievement, career advancement, and success in
business. Work-related travel or reaching out to more people is
possible now. There could be a promotion or new job opportunities.
It is more about how you express yourself than the specifics of what
you are saying that helps sway others to your position. Recognition
is likely to come your way whether you ask for it or not, and the
responsibility that comes right along with it. Do what you feel is right,
Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
This phase brings excellent opportunities for love and fun. A love
affair may become a little more serious. Spending time with someane
special is a focus. You pour more energy into self-promotion activi-
fies. It is a good time to work out money problems or other issues of
sharing with a partner. You tend to be expansive and generous
ﬁ when it comes fo love. More freedom is likely to be experienced in
these areas of life. This is an especially spiritual time for you--a time
when you renew your energy and consider what things are important
fo you. You enjoy doing things with others at work and home, as
synergy and cooperation are available to you now.
Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
This is a time of profitable productivity. Your mind is clear, decisive
and organized in professional matters. You keep things in perspec-
tive and handle many issues and facets with ease and speed. You
&‘ may feel professional unstable and emotionally insecure for a short
one steady step at a time fo climb the ladder of success. Your heart is
with your home and family, if you happen to be traveling during this
week, a romantic adventure may be on the cards. A focused effort in
any direction brings success.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
Work issues are emphasized as well as mental and physical health.
You are called upon to deal with the details and practicalities of
routines. It is time 1o formulate some clear goals and plans. Circum-
stances are such that you need to develop some healthy habits,
routines, and schedules. Believing in a grand plan is fine, but prac-
fical concerns need to be dealt with as well. An event may occur that
expands your career or professional interests, and you derive more
pleasure from these activities. A business venture could be gainful if
you are willing to lend it some energy. A relaxed and light attitude

on resolving differences in values or problems with joint finances in
news and remain in touch when you need to share views and
You are likely to swing to extremes this week, sometimes being
Professional situations and personal relations are sensitive and
and health routines.

Financial gains and profits from business are on the cards, This can
keeping in mind that you are at your most visible during this week.
your career. You need to keep your eyes open for opportunities in
while. You tend to apply too much force suddenly it's better to take
everyday life, to become more organized, and to take charge of your
would help you overcome negative thoughts.
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‘T was forced to stay
away for illness’

My daughter is just
19... You people have
highlighted her and
now she has an incli-
nation towards this
industry. At the
moment she will study
in USA and when she
comes bhack, we will
take a call

way from public life for a long
Atime owing to his ill-health, "80s

disco sensation Mithun
Chakraborty is back to the studio floors.
Sanjib Guha caught up with the National
Award winning actor in Mumbai

Chakraborty may not have the follow-
ing that a Shah Rukh Khan or a Salman
Khan has but he is still a craze to many.
The Disco Dancer was in almost oblivion
since 2016 end when he resigned from the
Rajya Sabha (as Trinamool Congress MP)
citing ill health. To be precise, the man al-
most reinvented himself a couple of days
ago at the Filmistan Studio in Mumbai
when hundreds of his fans thronged the
studio just to get a glimpse of the star who
once ruled their hearts. There, he unveiled
the new comedy show on Sony television
— The Drama Company — where he is
playing the anchor as Shambhu Dada, a
character that always leaves his peers (on
the show) flabbergasted.

Terming this as a new challenge in the
world of comedy, he had glowing praises
for present day comedy king Kapil
Sharma. The Drama Company apart, he
has at least four projects. The 67-year-old
actor says he was never detached from the
industry. In the studio, he mingled in his
usual way with co-stars Krushna Ab-
hishek, Sudesh Lehri, Ali Asgar, Dr Sanket
Bhonsale, Sugandha Mishra and Ridhima
Pandit. Excerpts:

What made you anchor this comedy
show The Drama Company?

This was the only genre left — a comedy
show. The circle is complete now. In past,
I often thought of doing comedy but scope
didn’t come my way. Now that it has
come, I am a bit nervous as all stars are
fantastic actors and are great performers.

What made you do television shows?

I don’t why people underestimate televi-
sion. Whatever you call me — superstar,
megastar etc — [ have become so also be-
cause of television. Dance India Dance
(DID) has also given me good mileage as
I have entered people’s drawing rooms
with DID.

Is it a sort of comeback for you?
I didn’t stay away. I was forced to stay

away for illness. Physically I wasn’t fit to
do my job...bedridden, but now I am fit
and that is a past for me. Now I want to
work again like I used to do earlier. |
won’t call this a comeback as I had never
gone anywhere. More importantly, no-
body left me, this industry never left me. |
would say I am happy that I am with the
industry people.

Your daughter (Dishani)has grown up
to be a fine lady. Can we expect to see
her on silver screen?

My daughter is just 19... You people only
have highlighted her and now she has an
inclination towards this industry. At the
moment she will study in USA and when
she comes back, we will take a call. It all
depends on what the almighty wants.

Any take on your political stint?
No comments.

Don’t you think your comedy show The
Drama Company will be competitor to
Kapil Sharma show?

How can it be a competition? Both are
being aired in the same channel and I have
no idea about any competition. I have
been to Kapil Sharma’s show and I do
watch it. Kapil is one of the biggest talents
in this industry. Industry has seen very few
like him.

Do we expect to see you as Mahaguru in
DID?

Why not? There will be no clash of time,
I will do it again.

Is television work taxing?
Yes it is, but I think it’s slightly less than
films.

Can you please name a few projects you
are working on...

Quite a few actually. Ram Gopal Verma’s
Gehar, Anil Sharma’s Genius, Anup Jalota
is making a film called Sahaas and one
Kannada film with superstar Shiva Rajku-
mar’s The Villain. They wanted me des-
perately and I said, yes.

Your reaction on Soumitra Chatterjee
getting Legion of Honour...
Soumitra Da is immortal. (/BNS-TWF)
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prominent dissident who died in a Solzhenitsyn sty¢eure as the Chief Ministerlocated near the highway,papers and resigned theifchieve the goal
. . of Meghalaya. And in six schools and churches wergnembership in the District ©©MPIeting his tenure gs
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abroad. It was a tragedyv reminiscent of the Néf shing line and his namecollection dropped. outcome of the entire . Ulysses patiently waited for Chinese government ill
_ _ g _ y . ] W%‘ be etched in the history The change of power athungama was that it created . 1€ Way the incumbentye hyshand for nineteertreated the democratic
times. Liu was the moving spirit behind Charter @Bthe state as one of the fevihe national level also sawa rift between the diehard V<A government deals

. . . hief Ministers who could the change of Dr Sangma’ with the railhead protest b
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p'Igte.hls 1;|1ve year Iterm.status from the blue-eyedSyiem. Syiem continues to\?vlé)t:tlﬂgp:’t&lsisiﬁgt :r?c;lvlrl :Winnie Mandela gained supported non-violence
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in their country. With the rise of China it was expegtedlitics in the state, beingpariah in the corridors of repelled against the partyhe culprits who ar

[ long wait for husband was a blood cancer patient
ble to complete one’s termpower in Delhi. This has and the rest is history. suspected to be involv

(gelson Mandela’s release and even on that ground he
" . ; : -1 But Liu Xia who waited for was not released.
to see the advent of citizens’ personal freedom in fO@ itself an achievement a Y- in  damaging publig

ralso affected the flow of The MUDA building property were booked a

lade which bet O’1er husband knew that he Liu Xiabo said : ‘I have
country. But President Xi Jingping has on the contrd@fge!ade which many beforéfunds to the state becausgylaws issue only gave - = I “would never be released ansho enemies’ but China
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What is more, China has more or less succe agogg{;des that came his wa The outcome of the protest was that the act ;u;;/g\éo;.lat g;tar?ee;nbgurtn R greetom under strict police watch,
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Now it is almost a cinch Sangma learns to live a

ears to return home toactivist Liu Xiabo who
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Nelson Mandela. The West appears to be reconCliifd wunae loss of precious due diigence and dignity. government. Her agonizeda!'1nd ~ the _ Tiananmen
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o . ) ) ) ) District. Because of the bangraditional heads puilding bylaws are simplyits people proud andpoems where she wrote, © odear €ss activism. he
exhibits a tilt towards Pakistan viz a viz India whichere were efforts to unseatparticularly) those in the mechanisms meant to controfepresented theabout the sufferings of hersiarted a poetry group The

Innocent Hearts ‘ and

.. Dr Sangma from being the i intia hi : 2 o '
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possession of the guttedoffice bearers and par'yShOpS and bars. Hundredghose in the opposition) of the Congress is an OPeMhotential to take the stateys winnie
bitter —sweet relations withfor living the last days of her

Kelvin Cinema and the workers. of wine shops and barsexcept one, put in theirsecret. But a doyen liketo new heights.
her imprisoned husband ledife in mental peace. Her
TOTHE EDITOR her to write poems althoughagonies are unbearable. But
Need tO Va|Ue every individual has a rightaside  wearing  their People accused them fohe Magistrates and theso I would not be amasterunfortunately here was ait Is still uncertain if China

€ _ : O e - ; divorce appeal. But thewill at all respond to the
to wear the clothes he or shé&aditional attire. Now whom teaching a custom whicpfficers came and pleadedrhis expresses my idea Ogmotionm relationship wasappeal. Her husband was

is comfortable in. And wh should we blame? PeoplaNaS not lawful. Then theWIth them and brouqht themdemocracy' Whateverno less arm for thej H i
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Prgwdﬁ]s toR.e\;]etr)t/ C'tlz'zen?tOfof her dress? What about 4anguage, _culture — andthem to be beaten with rodsyngdoh and Dr. Nivedita being  the = largest poen )i her fife for Liu Xiabo. no hope for the release of
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(Art:14-18), where there, ..o \yas it mentioned thaut our culture and traditionWhile they were in prisonand the very officials who has the highest number pfe; husband only throughhave to live a painful life as

should be no discrimination : t stake and could lead toraying, somethinghumiliated, insulted andslaves. According to i i

on the basis of religion, racefeg]tiﬂr%ar?tm%?m?ga %Ihrjgs%&eir extinction. qup)(;mgathal happe”e%"’-‘SkEd Kong Tailin Lyngdoh Global Slavery Index 201E’herlri violation of human :)hoeetlit(::On SIoFt)::tence "J‘bnyoI
caste, sex or place of b'rthaccording to her choice? Yours etc., There was a greaflO leave the restaurant on théndia has the highestights China has no parallelremembering the days of
The right of an Indian citizen \h 4y holds the right to B.L. Nonglait, K. earthquake which shoolClub premises because of heabsolute numbers  dfthe 'Tiananmen Squareseparation with her beloved
to enter any public andjqo " qown at another's Nongrum the foundations of theJainsem' should serve thempeople trapped in slavetyy otests of 1989 werehusband She was alone on
D“Va'_fe ) pl'ace (with profession and nobody is & M. Kharsyntiew prison. Immediately all theThey made a public spectaclevith 18.35 million slaves student —led the dark roads and the
permission) is one of theg,nhosed to consider others Shillong-14 doors  were openedout of her dress and looks\We should all take the gemonstrations in Beijing. darkness will prevail . Only

fundamental rights, Thisgg inferior or superior! This everyone's chains werdhey should also make theipledge of not visiting gyt it gradually took the how long she does not

right is equally applicable t0js sheer egotism and we say Aproper apology !oosened. The keeper ofpology a public spectacle inthose houses and shopghape of popular movemenknow as do all others who
anyone and everyone in th&sHAME to that! the prison awaking fromorder to redeem her self-where the working class Sagainst the evil effects oflove democracy in China. Liu

country as a whole. When |f India is a democratic , sleep thought that theespect. To me this is a truggetting inhuman  and market economy which Xiabo died but he will remain
we look at the Khasi societycountry, then why does there ~ Editor, _ prisoner had fled, and wagesture of Apology. degrading treatment Qrreached a small section othe loud voice of non-
and the state as a whole, wexist such discrimination? Like any other Khasi, | op0 0 10 kill himself when Yours etc., where children  are ejites, Common grievancesviolent  struggle  for
realise that we are isolated’he identity of the peopleshare the same sense g postle Paul with a loud Tirot S Suchiang, employed as labour. Onat the time included inflation, fundamental rights in China.
from the rest of India. We arefrom north-eastern states iain, anger, disappointment, .. said, "Do not harm Shillong-2 the other hand, the restrictons on poIiticaI,The responsibility  is
not known to many peoplebeing projected wrondly andoutrage at what happened (9o, seif* for we are all here. , government must stop theparticipation and freedom ofprobably left to his poet wife
g]u:mZd?tci)g:atllr);tlt?rz\f;;céntiit g amoZnts o racial bg(r:]gmgl ma yn\%cgmw c?f So the keeper of the prison  |Ndia must juggernaut of human the press. Liu Xiabo was theLiu Xia to whom he rightly

reported the matter to the trafficking and slavery key organizer of this protest.gave the tribute, “Love as
magistrates, having heardaddreSS human before it tramples on theThe Chinese governmentintense as ice , love as

of all that was happened. traﬁiCking democratic flowers of drew widespread remote as blackness”. This

say that most Indians in thediscrimination.  India’s discrimination at Delhi Golf
mainland have a very pooicustom, — culture — andcjub. At the same time | am
knowledge about the Indiantraditional attire complete itsgrateful to Dr. Nivedita

> ar ! - . They quietly sent the equality, liberty, fraternity condemnation for its is a story of human love,

map and Its |.nhab|tants.. scemcl g-ea“-ty' TherefgrteBarthakur for st.andmg lJpoffic):arsq sayi%g let those Editor, and justice. suppression of humanconjugal ¥ove and love for
_Having said that raC_'a'fgf “éctn a'r?g :ZCSOUPnﬁgzeeafor her. As Khasis we needy,o, o "Bt Apostle Paul This is in response to Ibu Yours etc.| rights activists and becamehumanity and freedom.

discrimination S ndp very cultur ?n Indi to learn from this. | would like said to them, “You haveSanjeeb Garg's article, Sujit De, | nearly a pariah country and Dr. Ratan Bhattacharjee,

unacceptable in a country? Oe tehy CltJhu eh . ? to share an incident in t.hebeaten us up in public andHuman trafficking in India” Kolkata | was increasingly isolatedAssociate Professor and

like India where rights have N th€ oIner hand, 1t 1SBible (Acts 16: 19-40) in o\ o\o0 s in prison and(ST, July 12, 2017). Human on the global platform in Head , Post Graduate Dept

ost upsetting that most ofyyhj - e ;
been bestowed on every? b 9 which Apostle Paul and hisow you want to let us gotrafficking leads to slavery|Letters to the Editor must have| | spite of its participation in of English Dum Dum

citizen. We are all equal bythaertigglr:rll eaSteorSthpeoi?\IQ:o”eague Silas - WEr€secretly? No Indeed! Theyand slavery kills democracy} the full name, address and | | free trade . China was knownMotijheel College is a
birth and by law. Let alonef\)ﬂe hala g ar)e/ roud toarrested for preaching the,, 40 3 huplic spectacle oU®n being asked about the contact number of the writer, || to the world as a repressivecolumnist and poet. He can
kicking a person out of -anyadogtfore}; 1 lifest Ffes ratherGOOd News. They were o oir arrest and theyefinition of democracy,| even if they are sent by email.| | regime although it tried to be reached at
place (club or otherwise)adop 9 y dragged into the market, . make a public spectacleAbraham Lincoln had said| Only letters with the requisite || show itself as a globalprofratanbhattacharjee

due to the traditional attire,th@n valuing their own pjace before the authorities s o . , gl :
culture and traditions, leave out of our release too.” SoAs | would not be a slave) details will be published. economic and military @gmail.com
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A slave has but one master. An ambition

e soeearent - QXIS @NC BUSINESS!

who helped him get his fortune.

Restructuring the
Indian Railways

--- Cesare Pavese u
But | am a Khasl .
Vol No: LIX No. 336 SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2017 By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg
PreS|dent|a| eleCtlon. ﬂ|p prcl)\J(Igcr;;isr&éa tvt\e/grr]kl;segntg By Benjamin Lyngdoh ﬁgrr;enrgdst;%ﬁsﬂy(\e/egb\#g_ BEATlNG THE RHETOR'C
flop stances contributions of Karl Marx the world is moving o In September 2014 thethrough  the  station

- . . L 1818-1883]) is a thought. Itfrom the above, the moreseem to struggle and slipand we must not get left
THE die for the Presidential election is cast. Thgﬁco_mpasses af sre]_riﬁs afibrant and pragmatic is theinto stagng?ion andr?ﬁhinﬁ. |tk:S timedto breal

; ; i i« tpeories, some of which arhgse as seen in businessometimes into oblivion. AstNeé shackies and pop o

Ram Nath Kovind will be the next President '>?on5|dered fundamentabractices the more broadan analogy, our businesse§f our boxes. Our busines

foregone conclusion and Meghalaya Chief Ministdfuths and even further stilland dynamic is the life-cycle is best representegpractices must reflect oyr

Séme are considered as lawdeology and outlook asby a depiction of a keroseneldeologies. Bizarrely, i

Dr Mukul Sangma too seems prepared for [tie that as it may, for therepresented by  theoil funnel. We start out bigone of my interactions

verdict. Infact. he was not savina anvthin neWWh&l’Jarppse' of this aftltfi|g,sup_erstructure. This iswith a lot of fanfare, but overwith an educated lad)

. ) ying anything rxism Is an argument. Aspasically the model upontime we narrow down into aselling groceries at Mawla pweeping changes in theof IR.

. . . such, although Marxism iswhich communities learn, narrow tip devoid of any the discussion percolate i . L .
he said the RSS was behind the radical agentagfe of a philosophical andadapt and grow. As such, iteconomic II[;fe or potential fo% into business practices n/orkings of the Indian IR with its 9 major
Railways . The reformsservices often suffer from

; sociological phenomenoncan be ~ stated thatpositive impacts. On deeperelation to this Marxis : .
the NDA government at the Centre. Unlike 1]h%ere is also a businesgommunities with broad Pntrospectipon the maFi)nthought. We delved upohtargeting the successfulwhat is called departmental
: restructuring of IR will squabbles. The five

Conaress Party whose grassroots units have whitgégnotation to  it. ideologies tend to applyreason for this is glaringlyhow  Marxism  ca . o ! : !
9 y ) 9 _ t?mportantly, there is amore dynamic businessvisible and it smiles at us likecontribute towards '€duire, as a prerequisiteengineering services absorb

away, the RSS is the dedicated workforce of{thenamic interaction practices and vice versaa demon waiting to bebusiness expansion apgontinued and committedofficers via the Indian
. between Marxism andHence, there is a need foconquered. The fact of thebehaviour thereby leadingSUPPOrt at apex levels; usengineering Services exams
BJP. Whenever the RSS have worked in tand@siness. This is even moreynergizing to this end.argument is that we doto social change. At thg©f effectnt/e dC_h&tmgelwhne the four non technical

. . 450 when considered fronCritically, businesses thatbusiness as a last resort anghd of it all, the reply and Managemen " and “internalservices the Indian Railway
with the BJP, the latter has won elections. In BIg context of a striving andcan ~ ‘synergize  andnot as a choice. We doconclusion from h%?/ wak communication” strategies; Traffic Service, the Indian
there were differences between the BJP and

igggling  community; strategize accordingly canbusiness because we hav@ut | am a Khasi and how Nvolvement and buy in from rajlways Account Service,

- herice, the aspect of a Khasixpect a continued path ofto and not because we wanfioes some alien theory/2/10US stakeholders, angne Indian Railway Personal

and the result was a Nitish Kumar rerun wh dE in_perspective here.economic growth andto. We are being pushedhpply to us?’ Well, that was Stengthening of the humanseryice and the Railway
. . Accordingly, the discourseoverall development. As aforced into doing businessthat for the evening and tje€SOUrce function to enabléprotection Force officers are

allowed Lalu Prasad Yadav and his family to be isipresented in the followingresult, the business carather  than  pulled/ result of the talk was more!t 0 @dequately support thespsorbed via the  Civil

government had set up ananager. The committee also
igh level committee underrecommended that there are
rof Bibek Debroy to look too many Zones and
into restructuring of the Divisions and thus a
Indian Railways. On Marchrationalization exercise is
31 ,2015 the Ccommitteerequired. Further, Kolkata
submitted its interim reportMetro should not be treated
which  has suggestedas either a Zone or as a part

pointers — scale up into a differentmotivated. The ideolo i intrigug Management. i inati
the seat of power. To counter the RSS the Con re%irﬁily, thfe III\/Iarxi?_deeveI_ in ?erms of products/ behind business is desggi?;[ﬁgp?ﬁasn :Ir:gwé?;rlgu This report in its findings fsrgxlff?eseg?fgPea;[‘lsogss.elgg?aﬁe
needs to have & similar decicated workforce whifJ oheciicay appiedservices and market, Thusand compulsion and not ' say, in general it ig fecommends = certaingian Railway Medical

the current argument ighe conceptualization ofdrive and determination. Ashigh ti changes that are not onl i i
. . . . . ! ! : gh time to have a relook G gTE YService. The committee
unfortunately it does not have. So for the C |§ perstructure and basehis Marxism thought in a case in point, we can ally"our values and normkPath breaking in its format o . mends the abolition of
. o e superstructure refers t@elation to business is a keylook into the businessesry close on this, it is nbPUt @lso in its approach.,.c system and creation of
Ministerto keep reminding the people of Meghal pects of society andor mapping a path towardspresent in our localities. Dogrprise to experiment ard /St of all it gives a cleart o maior services technical
. ncludes culture, ideology,prosperity; both in terms of we ever wonder that why ing that thg businesstime frame of seven yearshO ! JIRT \ﬂs d :
about the hidden agenda of the BJP-RSS co bmemls a?_sl t_eXpeCt‘""lF,EpnlsECOHOmiCS and behavioureven after so many years OE)ehaviour of Within which it envisages fgg%'ﬁﬁ:al sg(r:vicea?RL%gngn
. . . social Institutions, political Importantly, the examplesexistence most of them still the transition of IR into a " '
without his own party being able to make &ructure and the state. Tharg not yfew and pfar stay the same, or some shrin gittL?Tﬁllzﬁrr;l?\u;ﬁd Labant Wh'tle tthe éRMg mus: bﬁ
; At e represents productiorhetween. In Shillong city in size, and even worse, som iy restructured and eventually
resurgence and to capture the imagination of ﬁ?\aéans_ of production,itself we can compareclose down all together.; otLe robust ??v'corlnpard ehicle(SPV).The major 2Polished. Also GM’s and
voters, is pointless. operations, processes angetween successful androod for thought!!! Joaia\(/avoq%sisashg\\/,vvslt% recommendations can bPRM’'s must be given
. procedures. As such an@truggling businesses (of Fourthly, what about ourp =" 0> *° 5= L 4 divided into commercial , 9r€ater autonomy and
Meanwhile the HSPDP has not had the cournagihin the continuum of similar size and nature);business practices? IrPl. g I ph e in shaningoPerational _human dreater financial powers.
- : .| business, the base coversbviously there is a relation to this, | am trying C/€ntele, helps in shapi part from these the
h . y ) ying resources management an
of conviction to make its stand clear. By desistirngsiness practices from thejifference. Interestingly, to be as progressive in mydeclogies and outlook. | groy Te 2 i “Jcnects  committee  recommends
from voting in the Presential election the HSPD Sbrism  of  operations, this difference can beexpression as possible. La}stl_y ar;ldd |nf With relation to the Setting up an Indian
g S ﬂ@ocessest artld prct)chedureﬁ?ferred on the basis of thisHowever, the more of that isC%”tgr“nSq'g':‘é an;?ght;%%se ! commercial changes theRailways General
i i i€ Important point here IsMarxism thought. tried; the more depressin ; LLedr i anagement Cadre from
telling the peoplg of Meghalaya and particularly I{%qe interaction between the  Thirdly and I e ation 1o are. the experiencl:)es théﬁence, be in relation t;l’?o@gnnl’:(taiet tgegomé?gg?;glgéxithin ?he et Sacre ron
supporters that it chooses neither the Congress rstructure and basethe above, where do wecome to mind. As such, | USK‘;ZS ,to_r Cth;ngﬁtlén'ttyar_accoummg system becausabove mentioned services to
IS is the crux from whichstand as a community?state that in the context of@ Wholée; itis i 5@ the present accountingman the posts of GM and

the BJP nominees. So who does the HSPDP et discourse continuesHere, let us first resign tobusiness, the  Khasinever mind if we star system of the Railways isSDRMs to be selected by

. . The interaction flows in thethe fact that by blood andcommunity is a complacentsmall, but it has to b - : ;
to see in Rashtrapati Bhavan? The BJP, Congress of a spiral; but where ishy  nature Y we are communi¥y. We dopit for sustained over tim'?gcrgrwr?é.nds seNtteir)l(t " olft ;Zﬁﬁelrn ?_J?Slr ggpnsngiirét
and CPM are, for the moment, the only nationgt, Saring point? Well, thepredominantly not - a subsistence and not forielory is in the mind and oo o1 independentrecommends that Railway
1 d y ar‘glnglj IOOIF!E is thg b?Steb usiness-orientedgrowth and advancement; oﬁ;]CtlonS- As ISUCh, Vl\_le h% etcariff regulating authority Board Secretariat Services
parties with the Left having lost much ground arff°S5¢ ¥ 25 1t 1S Subleet fommunity. Howeverthis even = social - change fhe poteaua o 1tz tai \yould  take  tariff (RBSS) and the Railway
i does not imply a situationHowever, we can seeviclory. S0Me Of US NAVE 4o cigions only on the basisBoard Clerical Services
the Congress reduced to a paltry number in, the means ofthatis bereft of learning andspecific reasons for this. Therealized this, but the neg ng econon){ics while (RBCS) be merged with the
. . . . production are alwaysadaptation. Over the yearseason is our values ands to realize this en masse, bsolvi itself of the Gentral Secret 9 | Servi
Parliament. In a country like India regional forgesarce). Be that as it mayihe populace has strugglechorms. On record, | state thaffo this end, ideologies ar/d® IS.‘? V'I”Q Itseft o he e\r/]Vr?] ecr%a”a p, ervices.
- this base influences thehrough difficult situations | respect them outlook can be the factgrPo!ltical commitments that Ith regards to financing
have limited appeal as they cannot hold the counidi¥ologies and outlookand  scarcity of job wholeheartedly: but | will towards Iearning-orienteR?]ileiﬁ]‘gggstg”ifé 'fsg’r“eest%{?g’;f IR the c_oerlttee had”a
; ; perstructure) and thisspportunities have also continue as follows. Weand —growth-motivated . ew prescriptions as well.
together, besetted as they are by their regip %\L continues Ind_the fO_fmlpropeIIed the spirit of are more into think small andousiness practices. As ”Egttgrcne,zrr?tp%r;Iegast;)(/entgheegrt]%bs ggr%\;?gr”gearr]ttr?er”s]ﬁispt
concerns and pulls. The HSPDP would need §o2" €ver expanding spiralentrepreneurship. Indo small and expect smallthe words of Karl Marx o h i ] ! 1
. _p _ lc-tlign_ce, as the interactiomddition, there are a fewand help small and so forthagain, ‘a community that @Menities and services. Awith Railways especially in
explain its ambiguity to the electorate. Has the Papﬁptlnues, it impacts uporbeaming examples ofEverything is small in our strives and struggles,’@way infrastructure terms of forming JV's with
. . | the growth  and successful businessesdiscourse. Sometimes itgrows’. company should be createdegard to suburban projects.
consulted the electorate before the Presidenatial ellelopment of societies. Disturbingly, in general, seems as though we tie (The Author teaches at Which takes care of theThe Central Government
and is the abstention from voting a popular mandat

e,?econdly and continuingmany of our businessesourselves into small tight-NEHU) irr?flllrgs%ruztafg v?ﬂi%h thig should review the dividend
: olicy for IR and provide it
In a democracy you cannot fool all the people allﬂ TOTHEEDITOR delinked from the daily with'a GBS net of the
nac annotiolal the people o gheraons o fan i i syt The
ime because come , there is a possibility|tha : - g - clashes being the latest. [>UPY . ommittee also stresse
p Whlther the rIghtS and to br|ng Slkk|m. LOtS Of VldeOS that g rbe h|ved Off or |ntegratedthat It IS Very Important for

; ; ; ; ; i iafthe midst of anti-nationdl :
the HSPDP might have to sup with what it consider, development in thehave gone viral on social under a Joint Venture ; i
. g P |Se al svstem for constituency, not to acquiremedia are enough to arousglogans, the rampantyocpnanism with respectiveGOI- to provide funding for
as the ‘devil today. rojects ~ that  are

ower in order to doa sense of outrage againstolence and arson attackate governments. Privat
| LOOKING BACK |

rapISt |eg|S|at0r? whatever he likes to thethe West Bengal Govt andigainst other communitigSgnry ‘must be allowed inngm?%ﬁh&g}/ g;/rlgr?tf :)?Jtlzs
common people. empathy for those whohere, the army has nogperational level eventually. ’
April 26, 1989
The new CEM are equal before the law, ye
it is surprising that when the

I am shocked to see theuffered under the Mamatd?OWer to use even a  \yjth regards to loan guarantees, so that the
The newly-elected CEM relation to  the  Stateé rich or the influential commit SYStem be so slow to act o finamool ruffians aside, oninnocent pedestrians. | entry of private sector in the

Editor,
Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution states that al

news report that the caséegime. These videos arelathi” while in Darjeeling| gperational aspects thqcrr%ﬁ)eonzzﬁing the pro?gttzltt)i/s

i i Didi has given the committee delves into the
jof Dorphang, the accusegotential evidences to . Ve market-focused ~ from
fapist is still pending in thelegally implicate the Westdraconian power to thepresent functioning of the'nception. The committee

ini i army even to gun downRai .
court. Why should the legalBengal  administration.army 9 Railways and recommendéopmed that IR must reach

out to multilateral funding

/ i ; ; i Yes, thus the Westoperational aspect of : ;
of the 'new Khasi government as 84 crime. the leaal svstem jdNis matter? First of all rapeseveral —occasions, the ’ , = Ope agencies as well as tappin
Autonomous District concentration on the overalhery siow to agt_ Tﬁ/e tardy!S @ serious crime and td3engal police themselved3engal ?M S eXQQSSI\{a(I}’.anways. aslf\:cvell.lt Shomditg land banks for fundg.p ’
Council, Mr G S Massar hasdevelopment of the Lape a girl below 18 yearshave been noticed acting likassion for remaining i distance ftself from non core™ o oo " of the

assured in one of his earliesAutonomous area Coverdrﬁgrael Cﬁ{gégé_sl_hin;eoalirggfﬁf age is absolutelyhighway robbers. In Siliguri POWer has amply broughtactivities like running of

) ) . i t what is worst in hospitals a .
ronouncement in thisby the Council. The ; - unacceptable, more so fotown, they dellberate_lyou eport have been in vogue
Eapacity that his endeavouautonomy has to b2?99?rr|‘s"z,';htﬂ;eN”;ﬁ&eite‘;t;?’sr‘a lawmaker. Let us nothalted the vehicles headingumans. She never gavg aoncentrate on the core 5P D

LT » i ; ; in connection with the
would ‘be to develop arespected on either side, Buye in .G road Bangalore.forget how HNLC usedtowards Dareeling and 28T mzhetggrﬂggtforctészztg{%rOfn:;j%r;mPegoarlnnri'- workings of IR for a few
healthy relationship with in any unfortunate conflict |t was in January this yearOPeration Kyllang to dealSikkim and unloaded thef€PioY endation is delinking theyears now. IR has already

the State government.  between the two the Coungilay | t00 was in BangaI(')re""'th this crime and I am surebagds_ of food |tem§, ma%’bécnonsgqal:genﬁ:;,r}g' S'nganF or the Railway Started looking towards
There could not be ahas to accept its limitation |f 5 this news spread likethat Dorphang knew verymedicines, an also Gorkhas h L protection Force from the irmultilateral funding
more welcome statementt is only not to let the wiid fire. However. the Well about this operationhumiliated the passengerslﬂnogent Or: ads %Ve Jqnechanism agencies and state
than this in the interest ofadvancement  of  thecyiorits of  this particular When he was the Chairmawners. How on earth couldar ?en S ﬁt ead andr=s, existing production governments for funding of
the district's smooth autonomous district suffer [acrime were immediately of the outfit. It is very the administration and policecountless others injure or manufacturing units mustProjects. While it is easy to
progress in today's overalbit because of an unequalrested and the casénfortunate thatin spite _offorceslbe employed to.mak%&,'t Eas not lt_?ucheo:_t ebe integrated into onepitch a role for the private
tempo of growth in the Statefight carried too far. The Stateprgceeding very quickly the Pressure by the Childhe citizens suffer? Is it notf > ;atart. er POIICe | hdian Railway Manuf- sector very often the IR acts
and the country. The newgovernment in its turn hdspecause the cuiprits wer rotection Council underutter cruelty of the West!0rceé C;] en pOUﬂCg upon cturing Company (IRMC) in its social capacity in
Executive Committee, overto reciprocate in goofl common people. On theth€ POSCO  Act, theBengal government which iseven the poor and naiye - ° - privatization must beconnection to setting up
which he is to preside is themeasure and thus benefiber hand when | read theeSWO, TUR and otherconstitutionally Women from the village contemplated at leastnew routes etc which would
product of the joint from a healthy and news from Meghalaya |eNGO networks of North condemnable? _ and torturﬁ them brutaall ];initially. There is a need toinitially be economically
parliamentary party which iscooperative relationshiptound that an MLA Julius East, the legal system is yet On other hand, this statdt IS usua yde_xpeclt‘e b shift focus to business/non viable for e.g. a train line
a coalition of Hill People with its Autonomous District porphang of Mawhati 10, dispose off this caseis apparently too sqfton‘?,,wra%pe. r:” a“hW "€ customer units like freightto Naharlagun, a risk which
Union to which he for the overall growth and constituency was accusedVhat about the victim/stowards certain communltu_assﬁrl ; aIQ W'tl a aW"jl‘ business, passenger bughe private sector would not
personally belongs, the Hillprogress of the State as| &f raping a minor girl of 14 who have been waiting forthese days because of which iﬁpa ,”EO fahwayls Walkiness, suburban businesshe willing to participate.
State People's Democratigvhole. ears. On New Year's evelustice since the beginning/Vest Bengal has oftenOn the path o umltlty an parcel business etc. whichVhile the departmental
party which was in office in ~ There has in recent tim%’here was an incident of rapé)f the year? Justice delayewitnessed many horrifyingCOmpassion, not everis egsential for IR to besquabbles are a reality in

the earlier regime and theébeen an overdose of; is truly justice denied. activities that have literallyPeing overcome by thecompetitive, for its long Railways yet it cant be
Public ? Demands politicization in the Counci g]om:;lvsri)érel%kvcifﬁ?hggz;ptigtiﬁ . Yours etc., convulsed the state. He_féna;te”a'.'S“CBgrte&d anflierm-economic viability, denied that with 17 lakh
Implementation Committee. government relationship, foryow shameful it is to hear Aiborlang Nongsiej now eX|§taswarm of “speciafn ag_OFlsrl?- bU . amatdcystomer satisfaction _andem_ployees Railways is
It was a good gesture oran antidote to which theqof news from our own state Mawkyrwat citizens” who never hesr[atehhas vir %%'yh ea fn eveNfor being an adaptive/unlike — any dh other
the part of Mr Hopingstoneinstallation of the samehere the matrilineal system S°Uth West Khasi Hills to have a connection evert eBsnI? IS dpretens% Dfiexible organization. All A1 organization a'nl' tté_nce I%
Lyngdoh, the outgoing political party at the helm of j5 extolled sky high. It is with terror eIements/group@l OI ywo?(_ Shaf“ y} and A type stations shouldrequwf_s Srlieclla Izi':l IonTa
CEM, to have withdrawn his both the institutions may not,nimaginable that an MLA within and outside. But theycleverly masking her “tru¢ he manned by gazettedlpef?hlon?h 'etve s. To
candidature for a renewedde the only prescription. Mr committed such a crime after all are well snuggled by all-§9|f with f[be garb of officers as station managerssmoo _teﬂ e inter Se(erIfﬁS
term, thus facilitating Massar's gesturBpeing elected by the people Mamata SOft comforting and forgiving Sanyaasini-. ~ Oneg This will also enable Groupseniori ){ procenss”nan te
infusion of new blood in emboldens us to hope thaf, represent the Chief Minister. It is often wonders when Didi will A services to haveaccess to ope e posts

. L - . i like GM's the policies must

runmin the Council diverse parties can als . : reported that many of heitruly realize that hef mandatory exposure to

O Ston ot Pl oo ar onchon i peorsierey 1, the O (BIION NI eioget, oMb acdounah Gepaty, i} orkig a e fisst ooihecome more nersperen
1S o start on a dlean slatesooperative role for the e, the' e I Subposec on SubserVIent mostly ill-bred but over action and policies|, tﬁve in stations re]ar |efr in et forpeach of the Service
but not losing at the sameurtherance of the commanrotector and the gua,rdian G kh pampered, were even cal_Jnglhuman treatment their carleet[?], pgr aps ordzf)or S for gach of the serice
time the experience of thegood of the people at largeqf the people. It is also very orkhas red-handed manufacturindowards the Sorkhas '”%%%So'r tr}me?sc;lglorthaegdhou ht of Ngvertheless the
outgoing regime as isthe common master of all. | shameful that our state bombs. Such “specialDarjeeling and a series o e il have e be oore ogrt 2 nracmatic. and
assured by the HSPDP's The other statement Byjagigiative system has Editor, citizens” are round-the-clockcams by her party IT']ergesi nated as general post i\I/Jes a ceprta?n direction
support to the new. him which instills not les$ produced not only corrupt  The nation wants toP0Sing  threats to th,ecv?]\i/t% 'ggﬁnsu"'ed her "Iy Supgrvisors an%l otherpstaf%)wards which IR can work

What is important is not hope is that he would do h Zpoliticians but also a rapist. know why Mamata is so indigenous Bengali ' who work in the stations will in the future.

so much an emphasis on theest to provide a clean anq pejieve that people hadinhuman  towards thepogulgce_a}]ls? “Badurilzi S:ﬁluésev(\a/gii” report to their departmental (Views expressed are
autonomy of the Council in efficient administration. | glected him to fight for their Citizens of Darjeeling and@nd Basirhat communa Shillong -2| divisional officers only personal)
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“Ambition is a Dead Sea fruit, and the

Mergers & IBC

greatest peril to the soul is that one is
likely to get precisely what he is seeking.
--- Thomas Otway
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Nawaz Sharif indicted

Turning around
banking sector

AJoint Investigative team appointed by Pakist:
Supreme Court probed the Panama Papers

AN'Sps s generally agreed,
tadpanks form the bedrock

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

decision making and du

of the financial sector of a

indicted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his childreBuntry. As such, the recendirected, time

for financial skulduggery. The Judiciary takes its

from the ArmyA weakened Sharif will strengthersuch as Punjab Nation
.| Bank, Bank of Baroda an

the hands of the army. A crackdown on politica inara Bank, to gear u

corruption is fine but other sectors of society shoigieiency and profitabiiityis

ieved to be a step in th

not be left out of the drive. Former cricketer turne@ht direction. The idea
behind this merger is a large

nks with the larger onednsolvency,

Xit.

politician Imran Khan has joined hands wiita Army | regional bank to take on aStrict —time-lines
resolution, which may

in attacking Sharif. In the process, Pakist rgﬁg"gfd't‘"’r‘]lfiorgtppg'rrt‘;nwfe's _

democracy is undermined. The country’s bipoldye Government  has
thought of in gearing up the

politics revolves around the PML(N) and the PRRnking sector.
Regional consolidations

Two Army officers with links to the ISI capital Wer,4,e also been Considere%a _
i ' if that a North-based baniBUt this may not be a
onthe Jothomtheg Shar|f§sqpponersther f?a e ot anothor i theor ;_or;lcem. o
have reason to question the findings of the prpbaeme region. The NPA__T!9h provisioning
. . . . roblem is not expected to
The Pakistani Army controls foreign policy even ggme in the way of such
the removal of President Musharraf, a forn

nByergers. The only
General. The civilian government in Islamabad

ome companies

banks’

over the next year if

for these assets, the
further pointed out.

performing by banks

treferred to the IBC.
Meanwhile,

onsoon  session

arliament.

to take

consideration would be no
htasmake the merged enti
. . weaker but a little stronger
to acquiesce in the system. to take on future challenges
: : PR P The merger of five
Sharif used his prerogative in appointing Qamal, - parks of the Stat
Javed Bajwa, the Army chief. The ‘Dawn Lea ,
. . . larger banking behemoth
however exposed his weakness in relation to Indigh some $37 trillion in
dt The A tood in th f Sharifassets with it earlier this@ccounts -- fund and
ana terror. € Army stood In the way 0O ar ar. This motivated Nort
efforts to build a bridge with Prime Minister Narengioc o think of stronger an
iarand up competition from
. . . . lobal banks, which would
military followed. Elections in Pakistan are slated fgr,emua”y have to be
: . ; ; wed to enter India as par
f201.8' Shar_lf looked like being on a safe chket. I—ﬁ either a WTO deal on
indictment is a blow to a healthy economic outlpgkrvices or as part of
and an improvement in India-Pakistani ties @sde pacts. However, th
P qguestion of bad loans ha
Rawalpindi calls the shots. emerged a big problem an
the Government is aiming to K
LOOKING BACK resolve this issue under thd?@nks
new Insolvency
Code’s objective would beResolution and De
to promote entrepr-
eneurship, availability of
credit and to look after the
interest of shareholders an
» amend the law relating to

k§ank of India created a
bigger bank entities to
Modi. A spate of Pakistani attacks on the Ind
bilateral or regional free
April 26, 1989 Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The
sinsolvency resolutions not

Mahanta, Sangma to
meet today

Assam Chief Minister Mr that a solution would b
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta isfound out not on sole bas|

banking and

arriving in Shillong on of the Committee report bytconfined  to  corporate 0 1SSue dwecnons;p ban_ksth 'I;hegaBallfe e.XPe”IS who fetelaround this fsecto[
Thursday for holding also on other consideratiolsfunctions but also to t0 initiate proceedings in ha i I_s _mdvor\ll_lemﬁn Moreover, insofar as
vinformal talks" with his . partnerships case of defaulters. Apartshould be limited while t eseNPAs are concerned
Meghalaya counter-part Mr Accord with PLA individuals in a time bound oM these amendments, thpublic sector banks need tapolitical will and courage
Purno Sangma on "matters S00N. savs manner. Moreoverit is RBI would set up overgghtembrac_e higher levels Ofwo.ulld go a long way i
of mutual interest". Mr o y significant to mention thatco(TImlttees éo advice %Dprorfess'ioggji'sin %mﬂ a0|0|Oftarr|vmg at a solution. --
Mahanta is scheduled to  Manipur CM the Code offers a marketoad loans and give specifianore scientific techniques of |\Fa

boundsolutions.
cision to merge smallermechanism for resolution of
ng ' whereverCredit Suissa Report whichof ministry officials,
alpossible or required, andpointed out that during theshould
dthereby ensured freedom tgast three years there haprofessionals

A section of experts,NPAs. As of June 2016, theexperience. The industr
drowever, believe that thetotal amount of gross non-perspective
application of the Codeperforming assets for publicimportant in taking a view
would be limited due toand private sector banks wa®f the bigger picture while

iquidation and increase Thus, these bad loans One may mention her
capital have become a serioughat the P J Naya
requirements, according tdingering problem for the Committee had strongl
a report of the global creditpublic sector banks. Asrecommended inductio
ting agency, Moody’s.such, the RBI has taken theof professional bankers i

banks would negativelyper cent of the current groscommittee suggested
affect banks’ profitability NPAs and referring them tophased reform proces

{need to take large write-
tydown loans relative to theirbe seen how the promotersn the creation of a Ban
existing loan loss reserve®f the 12 companies selectednvestment Company tha

gomes in the wake of asolution process over thegovern the public secto
recent notification of the next few months. Though lotbanks.
Reserve Bank of Indiaof reforms have been made,
(RBI), which stated all experts are of the opinionreforms of the banking

March 2016 -- would bethat the clean-up drive wouldportion of fresh credit

Government wants to pusiecessitate _
two key legislations in theprovisions that may wipe out

mendments to the Bankingnecessary
egulation Act would allow Government is willing up was no other way but t

and companies unable to payo infuse Rs 70,000 crore infrom the present figure o
back loans while Financialpublic sector banks over a8 per cent of GDP. It is

Insurance Bill 2017 would 2015-16 to 2018-19) while theissue is handled in
handle bankruptcies in thebanks are to raise another Rprofessional
financial 1.1 trillion from the market to banking
gectors. The amended agneet
was earlier notified as anrequirements as per Basel-llimerger of weak banks wit
ordinance, empowering RBIrisk norms.

with the boards of thes
banks, instead of bein
One may refer here to thefilled with representative

have
with
been a steady increase iradequate industry

is very

for around Rs 6 lakh crore. Theevaluating project
forcetop 20 NPA accounts thenproposals and then takin
intostood at Rs 1.54 lakh crore. credit decisions.

causenatter in right decision andthe Banks Board Burea
initially taken up stressed(BBB) but this has yet ta
for accounts, totaling about 25be heeded. In fact, th

theythe IBC. that envisaged the BBA g
Meanwhile, it remains to the first step culminating

repofor resolution by the RBI holds all
Thiswould participate in the stakes

governmen
and thereby

Though the presen

nonthat the regulatory changesector may invigorate it

pfund based outstandingdon’'t address the gaps in thehere are expectations th b
gamount greater than Rsnstitutional
5000 crores with 60 per cenwithin which NPAs have to decrease over a period
or more classified as nonbe resolved.

framework fresh credit growth may

time. Bond markets shoul
as of There are expectationsbe able to fuel a majo
lead to restructuring ofgrowth as this ha
the stressed assets which mayncreased significantly
massiveover the years.
The concern of the
ofa major part of many banks’Government in tackling

The capital. The Ordinance wasstressed assets needs|tg

as thebe appreciated as the

overfresh capital. It is expectedbring them down thes

positperiod of four years (from expected that if the whol

manner
reforms, a
their capital envisaged, including

stronger ones would tur

arrive in the afternoon and The Manipur
the meeting is slated for 3:30Government is likely to reac

h

TO THE EDITOR

PM at Mr Sangma's bunglawaccord with the
Sources said that the twainderground People
Chief Ministers are likely to Liberation Army (PLA) soon
discuss among other itemsChief Minister Mr R K
preliminaries on the vexedJoychandra Singh said he
border issue besides théoday. Speaking to newsme
Bodo problem. after laying the foundation ; ;
The talks which are theof the Manipur Bhayan i ?;?T? gfgégmq?arf?iiﬂﬁ%e;éh
second such exercise a_ftece_rntral part of the city, Mf the growing number of drug
Mr Sangma assumed officésingh said people 0ofsqdicts. This is a serious
last year, are considered tdlanipur by and large jssye which should not be
be important since both thesupported the presentaken for granted by the
Chief Ministers are presentlyGovernment. Besides, a larg@uthorities concerned. It is
under considerable pressursection of the PLA activists affecting not only individual
to ease the tension. wanted to come overgroundives but the community as
On the Bodo movementand join the nationala whole. Drugs ruin the
Assam movement Assanmmainstream. future of our youth and saps
Chief had accused Mr He said the strength gfaway the energy and
Sangma  and otherthe PLA was on the wangpotentiality ~ of  the
Congress(l) Chief Ministerswith many of its activistg community.When our youth
of the North East havingfeeling that the presenttake to drugs, our society is

peddlers have

. Drug menace
in the city

Editor,
Of late Shillong city has

centres. | hope that
re

n such an example.

%ffective  body
administration

inherited from

under the
administration)

being sold almost openly in
some corners of the city and
Polo Bazaar is one such
place. What is worse is that
girls and women are also

Sangma who promptlyhad been able to bring
contradicted the allegationdown the level of
is expected to allay thecorruption. The Manipuf
misgiving of Mr Mahanta. Chief Minister hinted of
The recent arrest of l1l4clamping down heavily on; P

Bodos in Shillong while the extremists if they faileflio o e netwarc of G
trying to buy arms will come to respond positively to thenaqdiers  in @ the city
handy for Mr Sangma tooffer peaceful negotiationsjnyolving locals and non
drive his point home.suggested by Primgjgcals as well. Many of the
According to one source Minister Mr Rajiv Gandhil suppliers are from Manipur
the two Chief Ministers areearlier. Commenting opand Mizoram and they have
also likely to delve on NSCN leader Mr Muviahj} link persons among the
working out a possibleMr Singh said he shoulfdlocals. Mawlai of late has
pattern of solution to thecome over ground|. been haunted by this socia
Bodo problem. The source'Muviah can't fight with an evil and in many localities of
said that on knowing Mrarmy. He would only createMawlai, drug peddlers and
Mahanta's mind, Mr Sangmaproblems. | would be happydrug addicts are rampant.
will apprise the Primeto initiate negotiations andThis menace cannot be
Minister  during  his we would definitely| resolved by the police alone

impending tour of Delhi consider amnesty if asked?Ut in my opinion, the
village traditional bodies in

important
towards this goal.

the locality. They

and also monitor

dorbar is aware of

the culprits, they can

scheduled to being fromfor" he observed be overcome. Church
May 4 next. Regarding the killing o tk%e form gthhe rang.llbahleaders should not shy
As for the boundary issuelady IPS officer Ms. shnong and his counci Canaway from this problem

become more effective in

although Mr Mahanta hasVandana Malik Mr Singh tackling this problem.

been persistently advocatingaid some PLA activists wish to commend the
for adherence . towho recently returngd fromefficiency and resoluteness
Chandrachud CommltteeBgrma were behind thegs vy Sylvester Kurbah, the
recommendations,crime. He, however, rangbah shnong of Mawlai

gatherings

the short terms and

Meghalaya is not agreeabléelieved that it was not @phydmuri who succeeded intS/ms = effects Ol:lvodurludg

addiction. I

. I k. Th g ini [ . X
to that. Mr Sangmaplanned attac € caseontaining the problem in emphasize that this

categorically stated in thehad already been handeghe locality. Due to his efforts
State Assembly last weelover to the CBI, he added.and decisive actions, drug

nabbed and drug addictso save our youth from theinitiative. | know of only
have been sent to rehallanger that is affecting thenone school — the Tiro

rangbah shnong will follow

village dorbar is such an

discipline that we have

ancestors and it should be
utilized to the maximum.
My humble suggestion is
that all rangbah shnong of
the city (those which fall
traditional
shoul
really come together and
network with each other to
root out this problem.
Sharing of information and
abetted the movement. MiGovernment in Manipuf d00med. Today drugs A€strategies could be on
approach
Each
rangbah shnong and hi
dorbar is familiar with the
situation and persons o

easily track any outsider

activities going on in t
locality. So if each local !

menace and they identify

Isuch info with the other
localities and in this manner
it would be easy to
apprehend the culprits an
bring them to book. If all
rangbah shnong wor
'together as one body ther
is no problem that cannot

instead they should spea
about it in churches and

conscientize people abou

urgent task both for th
village authorities and for

beenthe police as well. We havethere been any privat

diligence checks. To staft

Will States act to
curb cow vigilantes
or ignore PM’s call

By Lalit Sethi

Will Prime Minister Right or wrong, would
ENarendra Mods command the Yogi be laughing in his
or request to the Statesleeves ~ but he wears no
EGovernments to “cracksleeves; he wears only a
Jdown” on cow vigilantes saffron robe, not tailored, in
> have any impact? Or is hghe north Indian style ~ if he
responding to a notice sents secretly or openly
to the State of U.P. andwondering whether the
possibly Centre as well to letPrime Minister or his Home
it know about all the Minister would be able to
Ybreaches of law and order irconvert the Presidential
the past five years untilOrdinance on cow
now? Where does the Centrgrotection into a law,
stand on this in view ofapproved by both Houses
public interest litigation of Parliament during the
Obefore the Court? Thecurrent Monsoon Session
litigation came up before theof Parliament.
ECourt prior to its summer The Ordinance is not a
vacation. Money Bill and has to be
The cow vigilantes attackapproved by the Rajya
Nor kill those who transportSabha where the BJP and
Ncows from one place toNDA are in a minority and
Uanother point within thatwill not be in control for a
State. Does it matter that ityear or two to come. If not
Ecould be a case ofenacted by Parliament within
8ransporting a cow from onesix months or in the first
SState to another in theavailable session, does the
Sneighbourhood? Wouldcow Ordinance lapse
those people who consideautomatically? Or does the
themselves self-appointedJnion Government ask the
ltcow protectors or savioursnew President to sign a new
[ of the Mother Cow, two Ordinance for use until the
swords Mr. Modi does not Winter Session of Parliament
'tire of using, remind thein November this year? Is
Prime Minister of his eternalthere any constitutional
treverence for the cow,sanction to keep issuing
especially since his days irprdinances beyond two of
» Gujarat? Would a lot ofthem at the most? Does that

@beople in India be entitled toentitle an ebullient Yogi
believe that Mr. Modi spokeAdityanath to tell the Centre
Dlabout the breakdown of lawto forget about enforcing
and order by cow vigilanteslaw and order in his State
I after he possibly heard 20 oand let him take care of the
more heads of governmentow  vigilantes, who,
> and heads of State duringiccording to his way of
his 10 days of his mostthinking, the Central
recent world tour as theyordinance seeks to protect
* might have expressed theiand do as they please? A
surprise that beef was sucfudge has commented that
sensitive issue in India. while a man killing someone
€ Incidentally, China hasin a road accident might be
Djust lifted a ban on the importconvicted of rash and
° of American beef. Was it notnegligent driving and

f
. The BJP appears to have beenimmensely pleased
A about winning the support of the Bihar Chief

s Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar, for its candidate for

", the office of President, Mr. Ram Nath Kovind,

" for his credentials as a Dalit leader and a cordial

. relationship between the two as Chief Minister

* and Governor of Bihar until recently.

surprising to notice that thesentenced to two years
White House working imprisonment or, at the
dinner for Mr. Modi and most, for culpable homicide
President Trump was held imot amounting to murder, if
a relatively narrow dining it is proved to be a wilful and
ehall with two narrow tables deadly rash driving. But the
dividing the Indian andKkiller of a cow could be

othertoday. Sing Memorial Highe
Yours etc., Secondary School

Barnes Mawrie sdb, Nongkhlaw set up som

Viaemail years back but it is far fro
being excellent. It shoul
have been the best sch
cum college in the entir
North  East, wher

The

of
and

Enough of

our

Sym bo“sm! students from all over th

country and the worl
Editor WOU'ld flqck to since it ha
The ’Government of & historical backgroun

Meghalaya has declared %nd is situated i

) ongkhlaw the famou

holiday every year on July__ . ; C

d 17, to commemorate the%a?étr?]lsﬁ{ U Tirot Sing
death of the renowned KhasPY Snip.

; : : Again, laying of floral
chieftain of Hima tributes at the base of
Nongkhlaw who led from the Tirot Sing's memorial pilla
front the battle to flush out

e . e is too insignificant an al
the mighty British from the and not befitting hi

Khasi land. Ironically no greatness. In fact on th

sofficialfunctionsareIinedu_pday every year, ther
for the day to mark this hould be a series

fspecial occasion. And its nof. - :
a5 if Meghalaya has oonclceacle,  chariat)
many heroes whose lives wi

oorest of the poor i
the €an celebrate. The whol
N purpose of declaring aevery hamlet and town a

particular day as a holiday>¥<" Meghalaya

«is to facilitate the 77”27
thlsobservance of that day b}%ﬂ?gzrl-hllghtr)]yorll\lgGOignL

e(:it.iz.ens and governmentUnits EKJGP. HNYE. HYC
officials. If we can observe and all those who claim t

Gandhi Jayanti in so many o the protectors an

ways then why can defenders of the Khas
OGovernmen; of Meghalayarace. In fact, if we want t
not organise a publice, ;o in ot Sing's
kfuncnons and also exhor

Schools and colleges an
other institutions to
celebrate Tirot Sing’s life ;
and achievements. In fact a r?g szgtéhgtn dwgucra}qhb;s'
excellent institute of Iearning‘J -
; : aintia and Garo land mo
yn art and literature or a statera idl This is real
of the art hospital offering pIay.
free health care for the
oorest of the poor ought t |
ave been set up by th

can

shar

and
oral tributes are just ng

IongGovernment in honour of ymbolic gestures that d
; not do justice to the
this great hero. Somehow emory of U Tirot Sin
is angone of these things have" y Yours e?é
ebeen initiated by the Philip Marwein.
Government and neither has Via email

especially in Khasi and nevertheless as far as th

patriotism and nationalism).the Union Home Minist
A mere holiday and nor the Prime Minister co

American delegations? Itsentenced to life
was not a single wide tableimprisonment of 10 to 14
tWas Mr. Modi's Gujarati Years’ imprisonment, if good
fare cooked by his own chefdehaviour in jail reduces the
or cooks, purely vegetarianSentence.

whereas Mr. Trump and his The BJP appears to have
obwn American guests tooko€en immensely pleased
their usual non-vegetariar@Pout winning the support
food? Was customary wineof thell?.ﬂhar Chief MInISFeI’,
or champagne omitted ad/r- Nitish Kumar, for its
were toasts to one another§@ndidate for the office of
good health? Yet the Union”resident, Mr. Ram Nath
Government has Kovmd,.for his credenﬂals
promulgated a PresidentiafS @ Dalit leader and a cordial
Ordinance several weekd®@lationship between the
ago which lays down thattwo as Chief Minister and
anyone slaughtering a cow>0Vvernor of Bihar until

cfecently. Does that mean
could be sentenced totHLe{hat Mr. Nitish Kumar is

gabout to lose the support of
%we RJD led by Lalu Prasad

adav and sons, besides
the Congress? Does that

imprisonment! Has
Union Government issue
the Ordinance at the behe
of hot-heads like Yogi

sAdi - .
éﬂli'g/fan'\? mi’SEQE gl?wu?t(;rrn mean that Mr. Nitish Kumar,

fPradesh? Other Chief¥th 71 MLAS, is about to
Ministers of BJP-ruled accept the support of 57 odd

JP legislators to run a
States may not be adIP : .
enthusiastic aboutcoalltlon with a wafer thin

| protection of the cow as thenajorty In a House of 243

; members of Bihar
Yogi, but helpless Assembly? Would that
fhean that a common

i antics of the cow V'g'lantesminimum programme would

go, as they are bringing ;
bad name to the glory o%gpdgsn%u;shsee(jljtbe’;[ween the
DIndia, which boasts of its Or would Mr- Nitish

ddemocratic institutions. Kumar rather prefer to

| Does the Yogi think, dissolve the legislature and

believe or consider that headvise the Governor to go
is as powerful in his State as, t5; president's Rule in

ootsteps we should bethe Prime Minister is in giparo o
ELoing tjihrice the amount of handling Bihar? Does Mr. Nitish
work that we do on other relations? Would he be righ

international y;mar think that enough is

tenough, be it an alliance with
the RJD or the NDA or just
She BJP as crutches for
€Eheer survival, which may
€lhe pointless in a beefless era
€I for poor Dalits? To hell with
f = VN uldipe forgettable
tissue any directive to h'mMahagathbandhan or the
osince he enjoys two-thirdsyreat alliance as well!
majority in the Uttar Pradesh™ | gjit  Sethi is a
Assembly where the BJPjqyrnalist of long standing
won a landslide victory only gnd a commentator on

in April this year? Political and Social Issues.

dor totally incorrect if he
-insists that law and order i
epurely a State subject und
the Constitution and neith
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Drive against ULFA
THE NIA is up against the banned ULFA which is
reported to have a strength of 400 cadres mostly

taking shelter in Myanmar. Its charge sheet has been
filed to initiate extradition proceedings against the
outfit’s chairman, Dr Mukul Hazarika from the UK.
The NIA also states that the ULFA is on a massive
recruitment drive in the rural areas of Dibrugarh,
Tinsukia, Sivasagar, Lakhimpur and Nalbari districts
of Assam. Hazarika regularly travels to camps in
Myanmar from London. It is said that a non-bailable

warrant will be issued against Hazarika. Interpol

will be approached for a red corner notice against
him before a formal extradition request is sent to the

UK government. It is hoped that there will be no

problem as was in the case of Jagjit Singh Chauhan,
the Khalistani leader based in London. The operation

is expected to be completed in six months and
Hazarika brought to India. As an ideologue, Hazarika
has been in contact with the UN demanding

independence for Assam. He has also been in touch

with organisations in China.
Along with Hazarika, Paresh Barua has been

involved in terrorist activities and killed several

security personnel together with innocent civilians.
They created trouble in the last two Assam elections.

They intimidated supporters of the Congress and the

Asom Gana Parishad. Paresh Barua has drawn flak

from the Bangladesh government. China has also
disowned him. With the death of S.S. Khaplang, he
has lost an ally. It is time to mount a crackdown on
the militants and start talks with the pro-peace ULFA

leaders.

OKING BACK

April 26, 1989

40 died in Mysore studio fire

At least 40 people
werekilled and several
others in-jured in night’s
devastatingfire in the
Premier studioshere.
Twenty seven peoplewere
killed on the spot whilel3
succumbed to injuries
inhospital, according to
Addi-tional Superintendent
of Po-lice Mr M R Poojar.
ActorProducer Sanjay Khan
suf-fered serious burns on
hisback and was stated to
be ina critical condition
inBangalore. Five of the vic-
tims were young womenwho
were dancing when thefire
broke out. Of the injured15
were undergoing treat-ment
at a hospital herewhere the
condition of tenwas said to
be serious.The fire was
caused whencrackers and
other fireworkswere set off
while filming awedding
scene for the televi-sion
serial “Tippu Sultan”.The
studio soon turned intoan
inferno when the fire,which

first caught on thefabric and
cardboard usedfor the set,
spread to thegunny bags
covering theceiling. Studio
sources saidseveral wires
had beenfound burnt in the
studio in-dicating that there
has also been a short
circuit.About 200 people
andbeen on the set when the
firebroke out. Noted art de-
signer Kalelkar
of“Pakeezah” fame was
amongthose killed in the fire,
whileactor-producer Sanjay
Khanwas admitted to a
privatehospital in Bangalore
withburns on his back.
ActressNina Gupta escaped
unhurtas she was in the
make-uproom. The set
consisted of ahouse in a
village. Palm treesand hay
had been used tocreate the
village atmos-phere.The
studio had only twodoors,
one of which was par-tially
blocked by the setwhile the
other was closedas shooting
was in progress.

Modi-Netanyahu bonding is based on common values

Any country entering
into a strategic relation or
partnership with other
country in the present
geopolitical perspective is
not a forbidden diplomatic
exercise. Obviously India
conferring the status of
strategic partner to Israel
during the visit of the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi to
that country has not come
as surprise. Though some
experts have lauded this
gesture of Modi, the
ultimate question that has
cropped up how and in what
manner this new found
relation will help India?

India can utmost expect
to gain martial training and
military support from Israel.
True enough Israel will gain
much in comparison to India.
One thing is absolutely
clear that India cannot
expect Israel to fight against
Pakistan along with it. This
expectation is preposterous.
Naturally in this backdrop
the brouhaha created over
the friendship with Israel
appears to be irrelevant.

Israel is now the second
largest supplier of military
equipment to India (after
Russia, which might well be
permanently overtaken in
due course by both Israel
and the US). Israel is a key
conduit for influencing the
US government. A closer
look at the nature of the
friendship makes it explicit
that it is based on the
foundation of the ideological
and religious appreciation.
More than any other issue,
it is the convergence of two
anti-Muslim forces.

Two remarks by the Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are yet to make
any significant sense: First,
the marriage between Israel
and India was made in
heaven. Benjamin did not
elaborate the nature of the
marriage, which is the male
partner, and whether it could
be consummated. His
second remark was more
hilarious but important.
Exhilarated to  have
Narendra Modi amidst his
people, Netanyahu said;
“We’ve waited for you 70
years”.

Undoubtedly Modi has
been the first Indian prime
minister to visit Israel. But it
was certainly not of such
magnitude for Netanyahu to
come out with these remarks.
But he did. Obviously it
implied more than meet the
eyes. Usually a prime
minister’s visit is not the
guarantee to have a strong
bilateral relation between
the two countries. But in
case of Israel the nuance
was quite different.

Netanyahu, the second
longest serving Israeli Prime
Minister after David Ben-
Gurion, is a right-wing
hardliner. He built his

By Arun Srivastava

political ~ career by
portraying Palestinians as
an existential threat to the
Jewish state of Israel. He
has thrived on playing the
politics of fear and
demonising Muslims. Modi
too has been pursuing a
far-right politics in India.

Modi nursing anti-
Muslim view has been an
open secret. From refusing
to wear scalp cap to
denying ticket of his party
to even a single Muslim in
UP election are some of the
glaring examples. While the
Muslims were being
lynched on the plea of
carrying and eating beef he
has been maintaining a
reflexive silence. He
cautioned criminals but did
not warn his saffron
friends.

forms and manifestations”
but to take strong measures
against "those who
encourage, support and
finance terrorism, or provide
sanctuary to terrorists and
terror groups".

The prime minister is free
to enter into relationship
with any country he likes.
Look at the way he brought
India closer to America even
at the peril of risking the
defence needs of the
country. In spite of serious
protests and even objections
from the defence experts he
has made India virtually an
ally of America. In its quest
to have a strong relation the
government preferred to
ignore the anti-India rhetoric
and remarks of the USA
president Donald Trump. IN
fact 2017 has already become

“Modi ignoring the basic tenet to say
even hallo to Palestine, while on visit
to Israel, has embedded the feeling in
Israeli people that the Hindu India
was closer to them than
any other country.”

The increasing tempo of
attacks and lynchings
shows the Prime Minister’s
inadequate response to
rising communalism. What
could be better exposure
than befriending Israel for
the BJP to show the way to
suppress minorities and all
those who do not accept
the diktats of the NDA?

India and Israel have
never before referred to
each other as "strategic
partners”. India has
strategic relations with
only a handful of countries.
France in 1998 and Russia
in 2000 were its earliest
strategic partners. The US,
the UK, Japan and
Australia are among the
country's major strategic
partners. The idea was to
broaden India-Israel ties so
much that unravelling the

partnership becomes
difficult  for  future
governments in either

country. The two leaders
had made clear that they
wanted to insulate the
relationship from any
future upheavals in the
Middle East.
Interestingly
Netanyahu had referred to
the bilateral relationship as
"I square T square" - Israeli
technology and Indian
talent. Modi was more
candid. Modi told Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin;
"It means 'India for Israel.'
They agreed, in a joint
statement, to not only
condemn terrorism in "all

a record year of Israeli
weapons sales to India.

It is worth mentioning
that at a time when Israel
prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is  facing
growing isolation
internationally and even its
traditional patrons have
started to lose patience he
desperately needed India on
his side. It would help
salvage the situation for
Benjamin. It is Israel that is
looking for new international
partners to ease the
international pressure.
Benjamin’s agony also got
its manifestation in his two
remarks.

Netanyahu was
obviously thrilled on
receiving Modi who is the
champion of Hindutva and
Hindu Rashtra. One thing is
certain that Benjamin was
trying to convey his and his
countrymen’s feeling
towards the saffron India.
Modi ignoring the basic
tenet to say even hallo to
Palestine, while on visit to
Israel, has embedded the
feeling in Israeli people that
the Hindu India was closer
to them than any other
country.

It is a known fact Hindu
nationalists in India admire
Israel for its domination on
Muslim neighbour. Sangh’s
passion for Israel is almost
legendary. Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, who coined the
term Hindutva, had hailed
the creation of Israel as a
"joyous" moment. He had
even publicly clashed with

Israel looking for major
business deals in India

Mahatma Gandhi and
other nationalist leaders
for opposing the forced
displacement of
Palestinians to carve out

a Jewish homeland. The
previous Indian
governments, which

supported the cause of
Paletine had achieved a
strong defence,
intelligence and security
relationship. The relation
blossomed even when
both the countries did not
have full diplomatic
relations. Obviously in
this  backdrop Modi
skipping Palestine
question needs to be
understood in proper
perspective.

Netanyahu’s euphoria
was evidently much in the
form of coming together of
anti-Muslim countries and
forces.  Paradoxically
Modi who give Palestine
a miss refrained from
saying that India would
recognise Jerusalem as an
exclusively Israeli or
Jewish city, for centuries
sacred to Jews, Christians
and Muslims. It is
significant  that the
momentum for Palestinian
campaign for statehood
has gained in recent
weeks. Several European
states, including Poland,
Hungary and Slovakia,
have already recognised
Palestine as a state. But
the question arises, amid
all this, where is India, one
of the Palestinians' oldest
friends?

With Palestinian
campaign's growing
momentum and

diminishing clout of Israel,
around 138 countries
voted to give Palestine the
enhanced status of a
"non-member observer
state" at the UN general
Assembly in 2012. In April
2016, India joined 32 other
countries on the Unesco
general board to condemn
Israel for its excavation
and exclusion policies
around the Al-Aqgsa
mosque and the Al-Haram
Al-Sharif area.

The Israeli ecstasy
could be understood from
the fact that they
described Modi’s
approach and action as
tearing down of the “final
walls" dividing India and
Israel. In Israel Modi
identified himself more as
a ideological friend of
Benjamin than merely
performing the role of the
Indian prime minister.
There is more visible
warmth between the two
countries since 2014, after
Modi became the prime
minister. India and Israel
view each other as victims
of Islamist terror which
matches Modi’s Hindutva
background.(IPA Service)

TOTHE EDITOR

Myanmar :
India’s gateway
to the East

Editor,

When  Indian  and
Chinese troops are in a
continued stand-off near
Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet tri-
junction, India rolled out the
red carpet for Myanmar
military chief Senior-General
Min Aung Hlaing, who
recently visited India. India
has long been concerned
about cross border activities
of North-East insurgent
groups taking shelter in
Myanmar. India is also
worried about China’s
aggressive sway over
Myanmar’s peace process.
On the other hand China
kept providing shelter, aid
and weapons to NSCN-K,
which 1is fighting for
independence of Nagaland
for decades from Sagaing
region of North West
Myanmar. The recent attack
on pilgrims of Amarnath
yatra at Anantnag is a
cowardly act supported by

our unfriendly neighbour.
Also a closer relationship
between Burma and India
is not in China’s interest.
Myanmar is India’s
strategic neighbour and
the two countries share a
1,640-km-long border with
the north eastern states.
Now Myanmar looks to
India for not just bilateral
defence and security
cooperation but also to
keep a balance on strategic
dependence on China. New
Delhi is closely watching
multi -role combat aircraft
deal to Myanmar jointly
developed by China and
Pakistan with Russia
providing training to
Myanmar Army Officers. In
June 2015, Indian army
carried out operations near
Indo-Myanmar  border
against NSCN (K). Is ULFA
(I) in real trouble after the
NIA charge sheet recently?
India is eyeing shared

counter insurgency
operations and intelligence
sharing on  Islamic

insurgents operating along
the Bangladesh- Myanmar
border. Myanmar is a key
pillar of India’s Act East
Policy. Both countries have

a shared history of
colonisation by the British.
Ahoms are the descendants
of the ethnic Tai people of
Burma that ruled the
Brahmaputra valley for six
centuries. Myanmar has also
been attached to India from
the time of Buddha.
Myanmar has finally
realised after New Delhi
distanced itself from China’s
One Belt One Road initiative
(OBOR) which is linked to
the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. India is
ready to prevent Chinese
strategic ~ inroads by
expanding defence
cooperation with ASEAN
countries. India has already
signed a USD 37.9 million
deal for military weapons and
equipments to Myanmar.
Indian army is speeding up
cooperation with Myanmar
Army for patrolling along the
porous border. Also Indian
Navy warships undertake
bilateral maritime surveys.
Beyond meeting the military
commanders and engaging
in diplomacy, the General
took time to visit the centre
of Buddhist world at Bodh
Gaya and placed keen
interest on successful co-

operative movement of Amul
Dairy and Tata’s cheapest
car project Nano. Myanmar
is not just a little corridor for
trade but a gateway to the
South East Asian countries
in the future. Is that India’s
answer to China’s one belt
one road (OBOR)?
Yours etc.,
Kamal Baruah,
Guwahati

Artefacts must
be respected
and conserved

Editor,

Culture refers to the way
of life of people including
their behaviors, beliefs,
values and symbols and
heritage is the full province
of our inherited traditions,
monuments, objects and
culture. It is passed from one
generation to the next by
communication and
imitation. It is our
responsibility to protect the
culture left behind by our
ancients. Precious stones
like diamond, sapphire,
emerald, ruby etc and
precious metals - gold, silver

etc are plenty in our earth but
culture and heritage need to
be conserved lest they are
forgotten with time. So,
whatever we have inherited
from our ancestors, we must
preserve and maintain it and
levitate to the next
generation. Two noteworthy
incidents must to be
mentioned as those have
happened in recent times.
The 4500-year-old mummy of
Egyptian Princess Naishu,
daughter of the Pharaoh VI
was successfully restored
by Anupam Sah, the head
conservator of Mumbai's
Prince of Wales Museum.
Princess Naishu's mummy
has been in Hyderabad State
Museum since around 1920
in an airtight glass enclosure.
But still the printed hard
crust covering of the mummy
began to crack and fall apart.
As a result, the bandaged
areas began to get exposed.
None could help with
positive results including the
British Museum in London
and Museums of Egypt as
well. Finally arduous labour
of Mr. Sah and team was
successful and a nitrogen
chamber is made for the
mummy which will lead to

complete zero-oxidation
or further ageing. Out of
the six authentic Egyptian
mummies in Indian
museums, Naishu's is the
only one in South India.
The other incident is
about a 3000-year-old axe
from the Neolithic period
that has been shifted to
the  Pazhassi  Raja
Archaeological Museum
at East Hill in Kozhikode.
Before shifting it was in a
village office in Kasaragod
district lying unattended.
The axe is 22 cm long,
weighing 1.48 kg and
made with granite.
Similarly, many more axes
from Neolithic period were
discovered in Kozhikode.
We are bestowed our
identity and individuality
by history and should
consider it fortunate to
protect our graceful past.
Yours etc.,

Sanjukta Maiti

Shillong - 6

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Nitish Kumar’s confession of failure in

improving education

Decline beginning
with Lalu’s time
deteriorates further

By Arun Srivastava

Nitish Kumar had taken
over the reins of the chief
ministership  with the
promise to usher the state
and its people into a new
bright future, take them out
of the morass of
backwardness and empower
them. But after 13 years of
his government, which
incidentally was acclaimed
and applauded as the
example of good
governance, it is an irony
that the state has failed to
achieve any major success
in providing a new direction
to education, a major
component of the human
development index.

The admission of failure
has come from none else but
the chief minister himself.
What he said at the Bihar
Skill Development Mission
on Sunday to mark the
World Youth Skills Day was
virtually his self-indictment.
Ever since he ascended to
power and entered into the
cozy office of the chief
minister in 2005, Nitish has
been consistently harping
on reaching education to the
door steps of the poor and
downtrodden. For him
education is the best
instrument to fight poverty

and empower them,
especially poor women. But
after 13 years of his

performance as the chief
executive of Bihar, he has
come to realise the bitter
truth that he has failed to live
up to his promises and give
concrete shape and
character to his vision

Addressing participants
at the Youth Skills Day,
Nitish lamented that Bihar
has a Gross Enrolment Ratio
of just 13 per cent in the field
of higher education. It
means around 87 per cent of
those who pass Class XII
board exams stop studying
further, or in other words,
drop out from the education
system. However, he did not
lose hope and asserted that
it was time to overturn this
trend. Significantly, he
reiterated that the state
government was taking
steps towards this goal.
Obviously it is imperative
because neither the nation
nor the state will progress
without the development of
the youth.

No doubt Nitish initiated
the process of curbing the
issue of drop-outs. But all
his efforts proved futile. In
2011 it was revealed that
more than 1,50,000 bogus
and false names were
enrolled at the primary levels
in government schools. By
the time the government
could act, the scamsters had
defrauded the state
exchequer of crores of
rupees meant for the
purchase of dress, books,
cycle and other
requirements. In fact, in 2013
Nitish had asked his
ministers and  district
magistrates to move around
in the districts and ensure
that all eligible boys and girls
are enrolled in schools. But
there were no takers for his
instruction.

In fact, six months ago,
his new comrade in arms, the
BJP leaders, had leveled
serious allegations that the
OBC and dalit students were
not getting the scholarships
and the 'student credit card
scheme' was non-functional.
Nevertheless, Nitish claimed
that the state government
was providing Rs 1,000 per
month as self-help
allowance for two years to
youth in the age group of 20
to 25 years so that they
could visit different places
and search for employment.

The plight of the
education sector also got
manifested in at least three
schools running from the
same two-room campus.
Two class rooms of Balak
Madhya Vidyalaya, located
in the heart of Patna on Beer
Chand Patel Marg, are used
by Kanya Madhya
Vidyalaya and Madhya
Vidyalaya Mithapur. The

Madhya Vidyalaya
Mithapur was shifted here
after its building was
demolished for construction
of the Buddha Smriti Park in
2007. Around 1,000 students
study in the three schools
that run on shifts, with
neither enough classrooms
nor toilets. They have no
other alternative but to run
classes on the veranda.
There is only one urinal for
girls but it is used both by
students and teachers. The
academic session started in
April, but the schools have
not received textbooks even
after four months.

BN College, a constituent
college of Patna University
established in 1889, is facing
acute shortage of teachers,
with many departments
running without any or just
one or two faculty members.
While the physics
department has no teacher,
the sections of history,
political science, Hindi,
Urdu, zoology, botany and
statistics are running with
just one teacher each.
Dearth of well-qualified
lecturers and professors is
a major problem that haunts
the colleges and
universities. To meet the
teachers' crunch the
university usually hires
some visiting faculty
members or students of
senior classes at a fee of Rs
250 per class. The college
has a sanctioned strength
of 102 teachers, but is
running with just 32.

A most audacious aspect
has been the conduct of the
education minister who
indulges in self-eulogy. He
claimed; “Bihar mein
shiksha ka DNA shandar
hain (The DNA of education
in Bihar is good)," at the
foundation day event of the
Bihar State Educational
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited. "The
students of Bihar have lots
of potential and there is big
challenge too, but we are
taking these challenges as
an opportunity in providing
quality  education to
students," he added. The
state this year notched up
its lowest Intermediate pass
percentage in over two
decades. Naturally, the
minister was derided by
Shatrughan Prasad Singh,
general secretary of Bihar
Secondary School Teachers
Association, who said that
the government's promise
of "providing quality
education" stands exposed
as more than 12,000 subject
expert teacher posts are
vacant at  secondary
schools. Even for teachers
who are employed, salaries
are not paid regularly.

Higher education is
languishing in Bihar. All the
universities in the state are
facing an acute shortage of
teachers and lack of
infrastructure facilities. For
example, there are just 27
physics teachers in the 197
government high schools in
Patna district. There are
around 41,000 teachers at
5,200 government high
schools. Out of these,
34,200 are working on
contract while the rest are
regular teachers appointed
by the government.
Teachers' proficiency test
has not been held for five
years. Unfortunately the

government has no
parameters to judge the
quality  of  teachers.

Academics allege that the
government is not interested
in filling up teachers' posts
at state universities as they
want to promote private
universities The Bihar
Public Service Commission
has to recruit 3,364 assistant
professors at nine state
universities, but till date
only around 750 candidates
have received their joining
letters. The nature and
quality of education
provided in a state define
the character of that state
and the educational
institutions. (IPA Service)
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Sohra Marathon abandoned Social audits refer to a By Fullmoon Lyngdoh platform for airing of publid aCtual COStS

legally mandated process grievances and ensure

a
; g re potential and existing time-bound redress of the
THE Sohra Marathon started in 2015 under the c_% eficiaries evaluate theamong people, promote?ayame and the work donéame. Under the Act, the

of RunMeghaIaya a group that has creditahmrlementation of a integrity and a sense ofs poor in quality and government is mandated [to
_ _ o ] programme by comparingcommunity among peoplequantity. In several constitute a State Socigl |, the National Health intervention of the
experience in organizing such runs since they aifeial records with ground Improves the standard otiepartments/agenciesAudit Council. ~The

< 4 Policy (NHP) 2017 document, i
.| realities. In simple governance and manyuthority etc., be it the programmes, schemes ang, o y(gove):rnment haSgo_vernment ;[_o _checkltth_ls
themselves global runners, could not be held thISMﬁafhematic.s, Rl plus others. Meghalaya Basin projects implemented by qmitted that every year{rﬁ';;fanfggfn;(':fi?aear LCS)
for want of government support. This was billed fy/P/ic Hearing is equal to  Since in every budgetDevelopment ~Authority, different  governmen

: ; ; . ; . . nearly 6.3 crore people - i
cial Audit. Social audit is be it the Union Budget orPWD, Water Resource Deptiepartments, agencies obelove// poverty Iing bepcauggui Féltjetijllilr?ga?)rﬁgewgﬁdfl)t(ﬁz

be an annual event and is much looked forwardgsed on the principle thatState Budget, more thartc. public money intendedorganizations that will be of out of pocket expendituremRp. How  can  the
) _ i _[ democratic local 50% of the budget goegor a particular purpose (saysubject to social aud|ton health. About 70% of thiScompanies/dealers afford to
It should have figured prominently in the touriggbvernance should betowards welfare schemesplacktopping of a stretch ofinclude Education (Sarviaexpenditure is on drugs andsg|| pthe products to the

carried out, as far as possibl¢herefore it's important torural road) is diverted Shiksha Abhiyan, Midday other consumables a|0”ehospitals at much lower the

calendar of Meghalaya as it brings runners fiQfih the  consent andtrack how, and how muchtowards purchasing luxuryMeal), various healthcateThere has been talk ofymount mentioned as the

h
rstanding of all money is diverted awayyehicles for officers evenservices, servicesproducin chea bulk
across the globe and the country to the state. %@lﬁﬁemed, It creates arfrom intended recipientsthough the department‘grovided by MeECL grugs, usge of drugs undea/lolfnz; Moor;]%);llilognae”sttljfriz

on July 17 every year, the first season wigpact upon governance. ItSocial audits serve as @emand for grants submittedClimate Change activitieSgeneric names and also therat is the patients
. . o . . values the voice _of better monitoring tool forto t_he Assembly Secretariabind services provided hyhave been fixation of price  Several or ani.zations
inaugurated by the Chief Minister himself who is alseakeholders,  including these schemes. to finalize the appropriationthe ~PHE  departmertof some medicines by thancluding Al e Drug

. - marginalized/poor groups In some states likebills never mentioned suchamong others. overnment and opening ofa i
the Tourism Minister. Sports and Youth Affalfghose voices are rarelyTelangana the digitallyrequirements. Hovg\]/ever, not all is ros ?air price medical sﬁops.gButﬁﬁEg)RC’:eg}log(oﬁgsA'\Pdr

By Dr. Arun Mitra

Minister, Zenith Sangma was also present and'€g'd: Social auditing ismonitored =~ scheme Meghalaya being a stateyng  hurdle  free| the issue still remains ashical Healthcare (ADEH
.g. P 41a§<%n up for the purpose ofMGNREGA is physically not much penetrated bYExperiences indicate thabefore. The government alsqndian Doctors fo(r Peac);s
too were other ministers, MLAs and sen @nhancing local audited through a systeninformation Technology, thenstitutionalization on the admits that the public ang Development (IDPD)

governance, particularly forof Social Audit and thetalks of Digital or e-
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i : ies. These audits wereclass as every rupee iprojects implemented so far, . .
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resence of such a huge crowd. But this was ndRteel Employment Act. manipulation is possible beneficiaries either partially: =.. F. o . g c
P g One of the key ideas ofSo to say that physicabr disproportionately as nolnsJ!:uttlogatllzmg So‘f['.a Supply of cheap drugs involves their
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come in to support the organizers in what shoitkSS)  played  an social audit carried out s@nd section 17 of the Act. . ] ) ;
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have appropriately been a joint venture. And thiSdemulation and passage ofunearthed severaMeghalaya ~ Community the ~ Meghalaya . .
. | the RTI and MNIgEGAgaCtS anomalies and irregularitiedarticipation and PublicCommunity Participatio fix/revise the prices of controlled
not even a big budget event! and was the first in theand several FIRs have als&ervice Audit Act, 2017 let'sand Public Service Audit bulk d d f lati dt
The problem with the Government's Tourisffuntry to pioneer socialbeen filed against thehope that there will be betterAct, 2017, the act provides u rugs ana rormulfations and to

audits. It was one of theRangbah Shnong for failingmplementation of for the appointment of i i i
Department is its inability to envisage and nurturéasic mechanisms used tdo provide an account of th@overnment schemes andiembers to the Staje enfo-r(fe pr"CeS and availability of
establish why the Right toimplementation of the rightempowerment for the citizensSocial Audit Council to be medicines in the country, under the

big vision and to sustain any new initiative. MoreoV@kiormation was needed.to work scheme. or]: th(;e St?te to parficipate irgade ‘?y the government D (Price C ) Order 1995
. : . . ithout information, there's There  have beenthe developmental exerciséAs  long as & ruas rice ontro raer .
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been handled by a senior minister with adeq Jgﬁéimportant tool to detectimplicated or removedaccountability in independent, the functign

experience_ The Chief Minister is a|rea(h0rruption and influence based on the findings of th@overnance. of the COUﬂC_" is bound ar the essentlal and nonessentlal
edress. social audits. This is, The act mandates theprone to be influenced

Qy .. .
overburdened with Finance, Agriculture |& social audit is no longerindicative of the fact thatinclusion of at least twothe implementing agency. medicines. The NPPA fixed the

. . . a choice. Along with other Social Audit is working andwomen in the Social AuditEffective audit process : : s
Horticulture, Mining & Geology, Plannmg’transparencyg Tl o further reigforce??fj)r(]jr;";ittehgsh (section lhlyvitll hig_thly depebn_(t:i on the Prices of essential medicines on the
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Commerce & Industry etc. It difficult to imagin@ceouradiity platiorms, & Haneparenty " required in a land, wherehonesty of the Distric ba5|§ .Of National List (?f Essential
one person handling so many important portfolidemocratic necessity. Thegovernance. traditionally only men have Social Audit Coordinatof Medicines (NLEM) provided by the

government can decide to Social Audit is a must tobeen running the show. Theand the cooperation of the

and to be able to keep abreast of the developmegésihese interventions andring to light lapses,objective of this act is toSocial Audit Facilitator. | government.

, hd , b .| harness peoples' energies imisdeeds andreview delivery of public ~ Awareness on thg

in each department. Tourism must not be featuringfing the vast challenge ofmisappropriations ins?rwces and 'mp|emﬁntatlonmportance of social audit ¢\ o6 choan drUgSErender ot
e i o ; implementation and various  fields like Of government schemespy the village/locality . ! irender Sangwan that the

the CM's list of priorities! Those in the Departme onitoring. Education, Healthcare programmes and projectsocial audit committeelsVolves their manufacture.goyernment was forced to

have neither the drive nor enthusiasm to bring kel}]'he objectives of Social Employment, treatment ofthrough —a participatorywill be crucial and the supply chain, proper pricingreduce the price of the
Aud
: - s per requirements, Propemany allegations on thestakeholders. One of thayhich we have to wait andAUthority  (NPPA) - was thay:
everything moves in fits and starts. It can be sa cﬂgﬂo
lopmental activity with poor patients are subjectefiake them aware of theiicommittees having begrcontrolled bulk drugs andshould be calculated as per
Sohra Marathon are left hugely disappointgdtiudes: Involvement of disbursed for supply to2udit. Itwill enhance citizen'scraft out the ruleg Mmedicines in the country,jystifiable fixation of prices
i is i i i Medicines were split into
Department have to say. So too the Departme §Fey is spent where is itScheme, the number ofaken up by the Governmentffective at the earlies}. p cost thus calculated should
corruption,  Awarenessfor claiming the wagesSocial audit process will be gaper tiger. NPPA fixed the prices ofthe retailer. No other profit

it includes: Prioritization women etc. In Educationsocial —audit by the active participation of the &1d quality control. Nationalstents after a court order.
ization of funds, misuse of the mid-day meaPbjectives of the act is towatch. So far there is oestablished in 1995 to fix/" The price of the drugs &
Meghalaya that tourism here progresses despi
Uhe stated goals, Quality ofto  maltreatment ~andrights and entitlementformed. No NGO hag formulations and to enforcethe costs only. No other
. . people in developmentalthem through medicinesownership in the following the passage gfunder the Drugs (Pricepf grugs.
Wonder what the Tourism Minister and J S P bec J
taily needed, Reductionpeople actually working isin  the true spirit of Without public pressuretwo parts the essential angiot he more than 10% for
Sports and Youth Affairs!
essential medicines on thghoyuld be given to the

issues related to tourism to the CM's attention. @alevelopmental activities sector, there have beefovernment as well as thenasses will be significat? armaceutical  Pricing  Therefore it is required
Cﬁll\gmmity of  the scheme. In Healthcare, theducate the citizens and thews of the abovpl®ViSe the ‘prices ofimplants used in healthcare
&

overnment. Meanwhile, all who await the an ; . _ . 10 &

g service etc. The benefitsexploitation with funds thought the process of sociapushed the Government tdrices and availability of method can lead to
ISctivities to ensure thatdiet etc. Under MNREGUOevelopment initiativesthe Act so that it becomegsControl)  Order 1995,  The profit margin on the
of wastages, Reduction inmuch less than that showRarticipatory democracy.the Act will remain anothef nNonessential medicines. Thene wholesaler and 20% for

basis of National List of health provider.

; Essential ~ Medicines The difference between

|rreSp0nS|b|e candidate but they could notmore than you do! Eventually | called The they do not have to goplight of his constituents (NLEM) provided by the the actual price of the drugs

due to logistical, practical Yours etc., Shillong Times and it was through the rigmarole of is a joke. Perhaps the Chiggovernment. ] and the MRP should not be

HSPDP and technical qualification Philip Marwein, With the help of the News calling the entire Vigilance Commissionef  Despite all this there is lotmore than 20% because at

. difficulties. They should Viaemail Editor of the newspaper,administration of Shillong to who is the Chief Secretatyof anomaly in the prices Ofpresent it is up to 700-800%
|eg|s|at0|’s! have exercised their voting Mr EM Jose who himself rescue such animals. should take a ride to thesehe drugs. There is no tradgn some cases.

. rights and could have A : | : called and also gave me Yours etc., places and see for himsglpolicy that would fix the price  The generic drugs here
Editor, . chosen either of the two nimails In several numbers, amongst Vicky Vadera, the reality that happensof the drugs. The wholesalespoyd mean the
As reported by the media, spirants. But they did not d t I which was that of Mr Viaemail around. trader/dealer should earn thg h armacological

especially by your esteemeosery sad indeed. ’ ISUESS: Aldous Mawlong, IAS, Yours etc.| profit of not more than 10%formulations and %ot the
daily, I wish to express my | understand that the four  Editor, Secretary, (Labour Deptt) Wh ill add Dominic S.Wankhar and the retailer 20%. But thisyranded : dici
utter disappointment, HSPDP legislators will be _ With regard to the articleand Deputy Commissioner, O willaadress Shillong-3| goes not hold true in the_l_ran €d generic medicines.
though belatedly, over the i ociing” the upcoming Government officials andEast Khasi Hills District, corruption? actual practice. The generi o make ~use of
boycott of the four HSPDP | Slections to theresidents rescue dog (SShillong. 1 called Mr pon: - - d tually thapharmacological
MLAs of the presidential rc\]/leenehrglaeaec IEgsisI%tiveeme 19,2017), it may beMawlong and it was he  Editor, USIng children as thrggiai/%utg gem‘?:sncribgggrmu'at-lons' compulsory
elections held on July 17Assgembly)// slated gflor carlynoted that " it is "the who initiated the whole It is shocking indeed to human shields! y P echanism should be

as pharmacological nameeyolved for its application
But in our country the pecause it cannot be left to
generic drugs have becomene chemists to give
'the branded generic drugsnedicine of their choice.

last. This is most
unfortunate coming as it
does from the honourable

; L undersigned, a resident oprocess of calling theread that a Centrally-funded :
ggr%\?é;rsh?grvrg:eﬁecirrwlt\j/;ggthc; ongrirﬁ Hills who's son, Municipal Board, Forest agriculture scheme under Editor,

X X i i Department and VeterinarySaipung Block of East Jaintia  Apropos your editorial
members. Though the righttnd Wwill be urging and m;ledggyé?gi'n%d;ﬁgyChaeﬁé%Department after which we Hills District meant for our "Gorkhaland demand[' the
vote or not to vote is their 2PPealing passionately to = -2 9% 2 = & U eould eventually rescuepoor farmers, to the tune of(ST, July 5, 2017), Gorkhawhich means they are sold price of same salt by
prerogative but the right to YOIErs in their respective =, = thegdrain lj?esident he dog. Rs 15.15 crore was siphonedanmukti  Mocha g in a different name insteadgjfferent companies should
franchise is their constituencies to vote for =0 = & L ling at | also appreciate theoff to ghost beneficiaries. showing little respect to of the actual branded namege same.
fundamental right, and totheém. What moral right do ., = crzaturegin {iistressgbu fforts of Aafaque Hussain, Your newspaper and anotheour ~Constitution and The price difference Quality control of all
elect the president of Indiathey have to do so if _theys mpathy is all thev could€Porter, SHiong Times local vernacular paper hadhuman rights. They havebetween the actual price angypes of medicines should
is a privilege given only to themselves have shirked K/eao hgl it Itriedyto call who came and tried hisreported the same newsstooped so low as tpthe Maximum Retail Pricepe ensured.
the members of thetheir responsibilities by not g” emer eE]c. numbers 100Ievel best to rescue the dogvhich reflects how deep theexpose children to Aa(MRP) in the case of the A the drugs should be
Legislative Assemblies angvoting for the hallowed 101 ndglOS)E) t all were n ntil help arrived. | am really scandal is if there is properviolent atmosphere bypranded generic drugs iSabeled as essential because
Parliament. | long for the day©ffice of the country? What ?] e S u ah e (Ia OErateful to Mr Andrew investigation. The block- using them in their rallies. some times as high as 600 tgnce 4 chemical is named as
that this brivilege is also €xample are our Iegislatorsrl%agcbat tﬁ' orfne gv‘t’ hg(l) mdor from the Shillong level agriculture officer, who The  Child Rights 700%. The cost of the actuahedicine. it automaticall
extended o all eligible votersSetting before us? Do they . u hey rﬁ used to el unicipality who took the as alleged, was instrumentaCommission has served| gyranded drugs includes thyseomes. ntial b y
of India by amending the deserve our votes when theftatldng that they anl ONYirouble to come to thein this entire scam and othershow-cause notice on the. s of production and eco ets fssfh a glcause
Constitutio)ﬁ\ of IndiaThe themselves do not vote?: " an . ambulanc&escue even thoughwith him ifimplicated should Gorkha Janmukti Mocha jrotiion fin addition to the o o o Gy Co
M AS Ay Mot want w6 vote When they did not vote in (understandable). 1 goiNongrim Hills is not their be put behind bars. In factfor bringing out a group profit margin by the traders by choice. (IPA Service)
or i BJ)IID o or thehe presidential elections ont@itumkhrah police beatj,risdiction and also this is not the first such scamof bare-chested boys NS4t here alsg it has bee; The writer is a leading
or the O iaate buduly 17, it means that theirnouse but all they couldpgctor Bateilang to have happened under thigetters and making them>Ut Nere aiso it Nas beeENT specialist based in
Congress candidate buconstitu’ents had no hand agdwce is "collect somewanswett from the Block. Anyone who travels walk with the demand foy S€€N that the dealers supplyydhiana. He is the Senior
they should have shown eople from the locality andvieterinary Department who between Sutnga towardsGorkhaland written irj the drugs to the healthyice-president of Indian

maturity in exercising their &ll in the election of the ot oyt came and saved the dodSaipung can judge theblack on their bodies in RProviders at a ratepgctors for Peace and
franchise and not WastetF;](eS|Qent]ctof I?Id'a pegaustep | even called PETA' sfrom the jaws of death. gcSon%itiogn of theJ rogd andMorcha procession. Sometimes up to 700 to 800%peyvelopment (IDPD). He is
their precious votes. After all IS 1S, after all, an NAIreCt emergency number and got | sincerely hope that thethe role that the PWD Those who fail their own less than the MRP. presently the member of

there were only two election! Away with your 5 |5dy with sympathy government takes thisdepartment plays along withchildren cannot be the The government cannothe core committee of
candidates in the fray andcheap politics of distancing gyerioaded who ‘said shencident seriously and its contractors. To assumechampions of their owh be unaware of this enormousy|liance of Doctors for

there was no HSPDpYyourself from the BJP an “would send me the numbersomes up with a Help Deskthat the sitting local MLA, rights. difference between thegthical Healthcare in
presidential candidate in thethe CO”QTGSS- For how long%¢f concerned NGO's andhat people can call and askdopeful Bamon does not see Yours etc.,| actual price and the MRP 0Ofngia. Email ID:
reckoning. They shouldAnd don't teach people, fordepartments for which I'mfor help in case they see arall this happening and that Sujit De, | the product. But non-idpd2001@hotmail.com.

have set up their ownthey understand politics still waiting. animal in distress so thathe does not understands the Kolkata
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“Ambition is a lust that is never
guenched, but grows more inflamed anc
madder by enjoyment.”

--- Charlie McCarthy
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SHILLONG, MONDAY, JULY 24, 2017

Azad Kashmir
INDIA is understandably indignant that the US S
Department’s “country report on terrorism 201
referred to Pak Occupied Kashmir (POK) as A
Jammu and Kashmir. This in spite of the fact tha
US report also states that the area is being us
terrorist groups to target India. An offici
spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs
India has said to a daily that the government ha

Political Development In
the State: So far so Good

turns out that the MLA

Vol No: LIX No. 342

A lot has happened

By H H Mohrmen

candidate are Congre
members who support t

arty in forming the MUA
overnment. Even if th

t
e

t%ﬁring the last few weeks
d all the political
41§ bigger picture which will qyalification is because hefrom Jaintia hills who have
minate after the electionjs the brother in law of supported the Mukul- ledP
a g@%)leted. ~The MUA Ngaitlang? Sniawbha hasstate have not made publi arties did not make
X rnment in its effort to gjready indicated that thistheir stand as to which wayPUPlic @s to who the
inaugurated not only A precedent has alread : residential election, th
IﬁaWIai BIOCk but Off the beenpcreated in the case cy{fnade it amply Clear that the DP votes 0bVIOUS|
) factor and most likely they
merely taken note of the reference but also raigeffn _ e Ppeople | ofwon from the Umroi wii desert the party.
) . . awthadraishan a Block ofconstituency by denying
the matter with the US authorities both in New Delihieir supporters of the regiona
ating Mawthadraishany||A It is also true that Dr > "+~ - -
‘Brdck was a bolt from the R . Laloo is no longer theP2™U€S 18 that major regionajpe NPP are likely t
referred to POK as ‘Azad Jammu and Kashmiblu B e UoP. the HePD
The region is closely controlled by the Pakigtgf{iout out any properonce was and more ! event that a non- Congre
u . L ‘ ' o ormula. e agree i indi
used the nomenclature “Pakistan administeZH Inauguration  and And considering the way e Dpoted, it also indicate

.Gi’eve|0pments are linked tOQreenhorn whose onlylndependent candidate
[ recess to the assembly issnjawbhalang and Congress Government in thd
oo voters to its fold hasjs possible. they will move but they haVevoted for in
Squt it has also generouslyhis older brother who hady. the anti- incumbencyyene 't the NDA
own. Obviously ficket to an incumbent . 1N¢ 90od news for th
and Washington. Itis the first time that the US hgl§
e and the same was donghrewd politician that he P2/tI€S in the state whichyartner with the BIP in t
udy or plan. importantly his health and@nd the GNC have finallycoajition is in the offing
ning spree’ and today ifpypcC  treated  the &rrangement is that the UDRyhich  direction th

Kashmir”. It is surprising that while the US state the inauguration of complaint made by theWill contest 17 seats, HSPDRoalition will move in case

; ; munity and Rural jowai District Congress 10 seats and 9 seats woulgf a hung assembly i
department report praises Indian efforts to co elopment Block, Gommittes a g

terrorism, the reference to Azad Kashmir prodyaesorrow it will be bridges, sniawbhalang, it will not be in the Khasi Jaintia region ofnews for the NPP is losi
aharsh note. India has however reason to feel sa i@@@{s and what have yousurprising if Laloo is asked the state. In the Garo hills thehe GHADC to the

with the report referring to J&K as Indian|make people aware of whatphe
. . . . e MUA government had spnjawbha assumed thaiNational Council. Although performance in the ensui
administered Kashmir which goes against mili agifh'eVed in the last fivesince his main contender isome of the legislatorsassembly election in th

demands in the state. years and the people are nQbraison Kharshiing he is complained about makingstate. The outcome of t

The state report also says that Harkat @ﬁ_mplaining- But the confident that Nartiang their constituencies open foimbroglio in the GHADC is

o . estion is why did theould be a cake walk forfriendly contests betweeran advantage to t
Mujahideen operates from Muzaffarabad in Aza&gbvernment wait until the him, but now the game hashe regional parties, theCongress bot

J&K. Muzzafarabad is also the headquarters Efsve”-th hour to make allchanged as ~ formeralliance will go a long way inpsychologically and i
thi inauguration andpyreaucrat Jopthiaw consolidating the position ofterm of numbers too.

Lashkar-e-taiba and other terrorist groups. It say@ouncements? Theyngdoh, IAS has decidedthe regional parties in the The Congress with onl
that POK is used to launching terrorists into Ifdgfyenment s = evenio enter the fray. Lyngdohstate. seven members is no

. o e inching a new sportSmay not have the kind of
and plan attacks on Indian military and civilian targetsi

Jicy for the state. BU; isn't money that the Dhars havesk
under the direction of the Pakistani army. The lg%svtoo little too late? The put he has the experienceproduce a hung assemblglirection in which the
nomenclature is particularly galling to India whict

ernment may havethe  education, thegngd the only option postresult of the elections wi
always protesting against Pakistani occupation g

]&h|eved mUCh, but _thecharisma’ the res

fﬂgﬁﬂ,one should take intogpjawbha does not hav

. oo . sideration is that theand most of all, he has th

territory. Its objection to China’s ‘one road, one beftongress is a house ingye of the majority of the
is because it runs through POK. If the US is kee

countering terrorism, it should do something al

controlling activities in the territory.

rray. people in the area
LOOKING BACK

ndCB??he question is Whetherincluding those in
April 26, 1989

Dhars. Earlier, sharing with the Garoits impact on the party’

€overnment. Therefore thdills region of the stat
Sther advantage of having &fter the general electio

regional parties is that in theninister and a NCP/NP

event of a hung assembﬁgyalist in Jaintia hills ECH
result, the Governor will haveBamon will also have a
%o invite the leader of theiMPact on the performand
alliance to form the ©f the party in the Jainti
government even if otherh'”S' We still have six

parties have won the singlé~nonths to go before 't
ppext assembly electio

abe Party will face the wahijajer village which
people in the ensuingysed to be Sniawbhalang’
general election to the stat&tronghold.

assembly, en-bloc and |n the coming election,
united as it is now? Abovey| eyes will be on Nartiang,

all the question doing theas ‘jopthiaw will give
round is whether the Dhargpiawbhalang (literarily), a largest numbers of seats.

Bhngu |nV|teS ABSU brothers will remain with the ryn, for his money and it will Sangma anq many Congre u;ketrhse inm?xgrsstaa':g
for informal talkS Congress? And reportspe g test case which willleéaders claim that after th olitics have alread!

have also surfaced that thjecide if wealth and money€lection, the Congress will

h NPP is waiting with open || prevail over education €merge as the single Iarge§
arms to welcome the Dharsgng experience. Then theParty and that could be true

to its fold, but it all depends gther pertinent question isbut the alliance of the

aon whether the Congressyso about the independentegional parties could alsQqqqion  of

j can allot the party ticket topAs who have have animpact on the party's sgembly. As t
the family’s new entrant lOsupported the MUA chances to form the nexEJ Y-

gthe state politics andgovernment for five yearsgovernment.

y contender for the Congresqiow. Are they going to
y ticket from Jowai. Can the
IIFCon
h

reated a ruffle here a
Assam Home Minister observer during talks wit
Mr Bhrigu Kumar Phukan the state government.
today invited the All Bodo In a letter to ABSU
Students Union (Upendrapresident, Mr Pradeep Kum
faction) for an informal talks Diamary, Mr Phukan sai
at his residence on eithethat inviting a centra
May 5 or 6 to discuss theobserver to future meetin
issue of the presence of avould be appropriate onl
central governmentwhen "we arrive at mutuall
observer during negotiationacceptable arrangement"”
on their demands. Thethis regard through informg h A | |
ABSU has been demandingxchange of ideas across { refrain which says ‘so fg
presence of a centrakable. 50 good.’

TO THE EDITOR

h a§ooperation in the past has21 kilometers, come ou
VU|gar roar Of o2 and volunteer or cheeg

2013-1
he sayin

beginning. The fun is y

: contest on the Congresghat needs to be taken int
gress deny the ticket tQjckets or are they going toaccount is the fact that durin
the party’s doyen of severaligin other parties or remainthe election of the 14t
Becades in favour of ajndependent? The threePresident of the country,

Dolitical parties share an
Ggree with the commo

reconcile himself with the awakening and so suchumber of issues su

. S deafening music booming religious intuitions should the inability of the allowed us to make _
Hindu mission out from the Mawprem encourage them. organizers to bear the major, this event memorable. for those attempting tg
Hindu Mission, (Shillong). It In sharp contrast to itpart of the financial burden,Along with the Tourism ?omplete this incredible
Editor practically disturbed his there exists just within 200however the biggest lssu@epk"?‘”mte“t tﬁNe are now feat. v .
oy : class-IX exam that was heldmeters a  Mawpremhas always been marathof/OrKIing togetner on a new ours €tc.,
Purity of action and in the month of November. Presbyterian Church ---logistics. This is one of theconcept  of Running Gerald Pde,
thought are the fundamental . int-to-Point Tourism’, with an Ultra RunMeghalaya,
N .~ “Another local resident undoubtedly a seat of peac®nly Point-to-Point .
principles of every religion. divulges outright — ‘I have and solace. Even duringmarathons in India — whichMarathon  called The Via email
What we do as an aC'['Onlong stopped visiting the marriage ceremonies, whichmeans that the starting andtawkyrwat Ultra to be held
'tﬂ\éi”ﬁ?ly rc?g;es%tess 0grotemple in this Hindu Mission are often solemnized here€nding are 42.195km apart%r;ntr?ier«‘] 27"|['rc1>u(r)ifsrr?0ti2be; Gau rakShakS
ght Processes. because | practically fail to not a single funky song hascoupled  with the g h f
every religion insists and ee any religious vales hereever been heard beingumulative effects of concept where runners from g threat o
preaches to its believers tcf have with my own eyes played and nor could we sedn0nsoon rain and stormacross the globe can come d ,
be extra watchful as to how, ..\ ™ "o e drunkardsany revellers under thellke the one faced in the las@nd stay with families in the India’s
they conduct themselves. IFancing recklessly in theinfiuence of alcohols and®dition, it compromises the Villages of Mawkyrwat such luralit
Is because of such reason%igh decibel vulgar numbersother intoxicants. The S&fety of runners - whichas Shngimulein for example P y

that we don’t see any
religious missions and
organizations ever
encouraging or allowing
indiscriminate drinking,
partying and such other
outrageous activities in their
premises that might

And while RUNMeghalaya lifestyle, and run in those  Editor,
dJs driven by the utmostUnique landscapes of the Apropos Lalit Sethi's
passion to ensure a WorldWest Khasi Hills, the region article, "Will states act tg
Class marathon event inthat produces and nurturescurb cow vigilantes of
our State, we felt that thethe most talented long- ignore PM's call” (ST, July
current event was notdistance runners in India. 20, 2017), at present g4
sustainable in the long runThis kind of tourism has the rakshaks are the mos
and limited the scope to -1 ; h
romote other beautiful@dditional economy nanona} unity. They are
nd unique regions inthroughout j[hhe year lin qpc()jorgg(sztlj?g;?sgmplugﬁhswh?g;
region with a limite ul 1 0

(I\:/Iuer?glr?gl?/ya unég"ﬁ‘\t,amgff resource. | would like to wrap India’s unity is based

than the devotees singingenvironment here is holy
devotional songs. | totally and soul lifting. So, |
blame its management whichearnestly urge upon th
has literally reduced this management of the
sacred institution into a Mawprem Hindu Mission to
hotel with disco and bar uphold “dharma” by taking
facilities’. a cue now from the
contribute to contamination Then recently, on 20th adjoining Mawprem
of one’s mind or that distuerU|Y’ many  sleeping Presbyterian Church. Pleas
others around. So it,Sre3|dents in the area weredo not make this sacre
usually considered im’piousstartled and panicked whenintuition a butt of ridicule in
to organize disco dance osome marriage revellers inthe eyes of other faiths.

- the Hindu Mission let off Yours etc., after thorouahly reviewing UP by saying that there areLynching in the name o
g?[ Ppl)?gcggl%?(/vg]russr:?p’?filizagtﬁrecraCkers for about “two- Salil Gewali,  the pros andgcoyns of the Igsf"WayS challenges with any g?vv|vss| or:]%t onlybé:trvt\a/gtéen
temple, church, masjid,m'nmes . It was 2:09 AM Shillong -2 g(gitions, we are currentlynew event and it usually Hinduism and  othe

working together with the takes a few years for
Department of Sports angunforeseen issues to beHindu religion itself
the Tourism Department tof€solved.  However a poiveen orthodox
now create a more inclusiveSPorting event such as Thepyinq,s and liberal Hindus

gurudwara etc. Of course, fofn€n- How can they with
such naughty fun, the/mpunity disturb others in

special hotels in the marketthe dead of the night? Has
are available. not the Supreme Court

religions but also divideg

Sohra
Marathon: A

“banned” all kinds of noise e . event under the name - The>0hra Marathon or the now 55 wel| as Dalits.
ongn;%rttilg;a;eg’aw;anﬂ?l/;after 10 PM, not to speak of clarification! Meghalaya InternationalMeghalaya International = Moreover, the
things happening in thefirecrackers? Again, was this Marathon - where we Marathon, should be thephysteria against beg
holy vicinity of some Hindu 1°1Y ~“mission”  not  Editor, envisage taking thePride of Meghalaya. It is an eaters is = going tg
temples and its institutionS.eStabl'Shed in order to \Wwhile appreciating the marathon to other regionsevent where people comejeopardize India's labou

uphold and promote Hindu editorial “Sohra Marathon of Meghalaya annually to together from various partsintensive tourism

Thank God, despite theCulture and tradition basedAbandoned”(ST July 22, encourage tourism angof India and the globe onceindustry.

overwhelming surge of . . > . ) ;
consumerism gand hegdonisn?n the time immemorial 2017) for highlighting the sports in those regions. ﬁﬂgeﬁ;|;° arunt%r;d \évr'gnﬁsc‘)? Yosulzjsit%g.,
the *spiritual sanctity” in sacred Scriptures like Vedassignificance of the Sohra This event is planned for'V'€9 y y Kolkata

Upanishads and the Gita? IMarathon, we as memberdecember; this year alongP@ssive observers but Active
can pointedly quote for the of RunMeghalaya would the Laitlyngkot/Pynursla SUppOrters of the event ang 2= m = o on s
management at least a scoréike to clarify our position route and the dates will beV€ as a society are the hosts.=, = name, address and
of couplets from the aboveregarding some of thereleased soon. In addition) take this opportunity to call " 0 o 25 o writer,
scriptures which logically concerns raised on thighe  State  Tourism 0N our collective conscienc i -
e : . t has in fact beell® embrace this event. makeeven if they are sent by email.
why  sense- annual sporting event. TheDepartment has in fact bee ' Only letters with the requisite

churches, masjids,
gurudwaras is still perfectly
maintained by their
respective custodians.
About nine months ago on
of my relatives’ son was

who voted for the UPA

g/ILAs and their associat

th g

candidate. This also gives¢
he impression that NEDA
s still intact and the UDP
Fr the regional alliance and.

agreed on a seat sharingrom the way the MLAS

gainst be open to friendly matchesmeghalaya. But the bad

ously, the goal is totg make way just to pleaseUDP has agreed on seaCongress and this will ha €

It is clear as the morningruling the roost in the
y that the election will ADC. This will change the

pect thabg1g election is a coalitiondo (particularly in the Garp

pre-poll alliance of the The resignation of a forme

ere. The picture will be
clearer after the Houses
meets for the summe

oe, this is just the

The other development, hegin, Till today all the

potential to introduce an dangerous threats to our,

Bahujan Bahumat

Sangh ideology
In Raisina Hill

By Poonam | Kaushish

The old gives way to thegrey areas and issues having
s$iew on Raisina Hill. Meet no precedent and exercising
elndia’s 14th Rashtrapati Ramhis discretion. Towards that
éNath Kovind, a BJP old hand.end his track record in Bihar
While the symbolism of his will hold him in good stead
accession is huge itunlike other NDA Governors
tunderscores an importantn Opposition ruled States
milestone in our political who have had numerable
history which till date hasrun-ins with the Chief
been dominated by the lefiviinister at the behest of their
liberal Nehruvian ideology. mai-baap Centre. How he
Call it destiny or a conspiracyhandles all these will
of political circumstances,determine his place in
ovind’s ascendancy to thenistory. He needs to keep in
Presidency has broken withmind that 2017 is not the India
tradition. Time will tell how it of 1947, today the President’s
hanges the future. Howrole has become critical, if the
» should one describe him%ation is not to be hijacked
eKovind 71, a low-profile Dalit from its democratic and
steader enjoying a cleanconstitutional path. The
reputation who has steereghallenge before Kovind will
clear of controversy in hispe to come across as neutral
over 26-year-old political and palanced certainly not
career who held variousyp “activist” whenever the

organizational positions in thegpposition knocks on its

BJP has already secured hi§oors and never be swayed

o

5

place in history as India’s firstby his ideological
g%realder)t frlom thﬁ Bé]P.'gz%S%ackground and Party.
ideological stock. Said he,gccinctly, take a

while filing his nomination
apers last week, “The
President is above Part
oolitics.

€  The country comes first
ot politics”. Undeniably, in
this “"battle of ideologies for a

enew India” the Opposition, f th m tem hi
has not only lost real time buf' N€ Same ecosystem nis

also emblematically overtakerf\ctions should be perceived
and out-smarted by a restlesﬁS measured. Consequently,
over-active Saffron Parivar € i unlikely to rock the boat
hereby marking a paradigmVithout —any  pertinent
shift whereby the top fourf€ason. .
Constitutional  positions In this 24X7 digital age
President, Vice Presidentand competitive politics,
Prime Minister and Lok SabhaKovind will have to give all it
Speaker are from the Sangkakes to adhere to the spirit
stable and tutored on itOf the Constitution, rather
)ideological moorings. A than its letter and act as the
SSaffron quadruple heralding enation’s “conscience-
'new political model: The keeper” along-with
PSangh Model to Powerbalancing the ever-growing
crafted to grab power,inherent contradiction within
debilitate the Opposition andour polity. Address basic
goursue Modi’'s governancequestions vital to the healthy
agenda in the run up to thgrowth of India’s nascent
2019 elections. Whereby, aldemocracy. As the country’s
gfour in coordinated first citizen he will have to
conjunction would ensurepurge caste, creed, regional
that governance is fast-and linguistic identities
tracked with two years to gowhich dictated nominations.

conscience call. This is not
to suggest that Kovind will

YStay ~ silent on any

transgressions if done by the
'BJP Sarkar given his fine
record as Bihar Governor,
notwithstanding being part

D

for general elections. WithAs President he enjoys vast
ovind at the helm, Modi canpowers yet he must adhere
ope for a smoother ride. Hao what Ambedkar called
might give a leg up to plansConstitutional morality’
or merging Assembly andwhereby he is required to
''State elections, electorapreserve, protect and defend
Preforms etc along-with givingthe Constitution to the best
9NaMo moral and institutional of his ability and not that of
support to bring all stakenjs Council of Ministers

tholders on the same page. Kovind would do well to take
Two, Kovind the secondy |eaf out of India’s first

dSchedule Caste Head of Stalpresident Rajendra Prasad's
nafter KR Narayanan reflects g5k
rchange of course for the 1pe
Modi-Shah BJP from its
traditional Brahmin-Bania
vote base to emerge as
champion of the ‘Bahujan
tsamaj’ with both Prime
¢ Minister Modi and President
belonging to a backward
caste and Dalit. This outreac

is not only to woo the any document and demand

community comprising . ; ;
Mahadalits, OBC's tribals etc/U!l satisfaction. There is no
time limit for him. Thus, as

which constitutes 20% of the . h
population and garner Vote‘gre&dent Kovind needs to
but a signal that the SaffrorP€ Wholly Constitutional and
Parivar intends to expand ity ! act  impartially,
share pan India's political map@Pjectively and
Said Kovind, “There are soindependently. Among other
many Kovinds' in the things, he could always
country....this Kovind is €Xercise his judgment and
going to Rashtrapati Bhawarfsk for any decision to be
as their representative.” At deconsidered by  the
time when the Opposition isG 0 v.e rn . m e n t
busy heaping blame onConstitutionally, he could
lynching deaths on theeven go to Parliament and
Government, the Party carflso seek the opinion of the
blunt its attack of being anti-Supreme Court on any issue
Dalit by touting Kovind's of basic importance.
example. Alongside the Allinall, he can serve the
President can help the Saffrogountry faithfully only so
ubrigade cut its losses hylong as he functions
’ raising his voice againstindependently and have the

President is
empowered by established
conventions to ask
Buestions, delay signing of
any proclamation or other
papers till the authorities
satisfy him fully. He could
ut pertinent questions to
he Centre before signing

lynching, pitching for greaterguts to speak his mind out
cohesion among the societyon matters that concern the
Specially, with Mayawati aam aadmi. He should and
looking to retrieve her Dalit not hesitate to send Bills
- votes, a MahaDalit in Raisinaback to the Cabinet for
L Hills may go a long way for reconsideration, in case of
”the BJP to keep the Hindulisagreement in the best
votes united, especially in thenational interest. Given the
politically sensitive and all-round public cynicism
* critical state of UP. Of coursegbout our netas and the
despite being an old Sangfgontinued erosion of
hand Kovind must keep equiConstitutional institutions,
distance from his old croniest s vital Kovind redefines
as the equation between théhe presidency. India needs
Rashrapati and our jan sevaks president who would act
is based on mutual regard angs the check point for the

respect which facilitates ay;
Irhealthy give and take. ThapUI ing Government not as a

)

f

J. ubber stamp. Recall,
JD(U) Nitish Kumar broke apraham Lincol?n’s famous
opposition ranks to hoot forquote: public opinion

him underscores Kovind ha

the ability to build goniiment hothing can fail.
confidences with those WhO\Nithout it, nothing can
hold diametrically opposi_tesucceed éonse uently. he
political views and work in |, b o“ (10 ids publ(i]c opir%on

harmony.
. goes deeper than he who
The real acid test for theg | -cts statues or

gg\éveﬁashgirgatl &%ﬂ%gﬁtig’ ronounces decision.” How
e achieves this will make

Sverything. With public

explain ) )
indulgences are the majorSohra Marathon has been @ane of our strongestityour own —and even if you T 1o :
¢ 9 ! and tgheirare not up for running 42 o details will be published.

disillusioned as he could Inolmpediment to spiritual- roller-coaster ride for asupporters

authority on Constitutional " o pic bequest. - INFA




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2017

(SIX)

“Ambition is a poor excuse for not
having sense enough to be lazy.”
--- Robert Southey
The Shillong Times

Vol No: LIX No. 343

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2017

Outgoing President’s
nuanced message

IT must be said to the credit of Pranab Mukhe
that he has maintained the dignity and integrity o
office despite being a Congressman appointed d
the UPA regime. His broad national vision &
outlook have served him well in managing
pressure and pulls of overseeing a Governme
the Centre that is seen to be leaning towards a|

Hindutva ideology. Mukherjee has spokélt

unequivocally about the essence of maintaining In
pluralistic culture which is an assimilation of dive
ideas over centuries. He spoke at length a
maintaining the decorum of parliamentary democ
which respects dissent and works through a coh
amalgamation of ideas. The outgoing President 11
an important point about education being the alch
that will take India to its next golden age. He coul
have made a more important point. As | had sai
assuming Office of the President, education ig
alchemy that can take India to its next golden ag
liberal education that respects difference
encourages debates, nurtures creative thinking
a scientific temper are imperative in institutions
higher learning. Indeed the right mix of theory :
practice coupled with the social skills to learr

appreciate diversity is what the youth of India need

today. As Pranab Mukherjee says a reorderin

society is possible through the transformative pawigt,

of education.

These thoughts make sense especially in an
that is seeking to place itself amongst the comi
nations. Mukherjee's successor would do we
keep in mind all that his predecessors over deg
have done to retain the dignity of Rashtrapati Bhz
through words and actions. It cannot
overemphasized that a President ceases to b
to any political party once he assumes that ay
office. Ram Nath Kovind would do well to keep
distance to the party he used to belong to an
maintain equi-distance from all political groups.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 26, 1989

Growing anti-Assam wave
In Arunachal

Assam Police resorted topeace and amity.

firing at Tarason village in ili
East Kameng District of Fallmg_ telec_om
Arunachal Pradesh injuring services hit

two tribal villagers : :
yesterday, official sources Shlllong media
said here today. The The functioning of the

sources said the firing wasprint media news agencie
resorted to without anyand radio has been severe
provocation on the part ofaffected in Shillong due t
Arunachal tribals but to frequent Telecom failure fo
evict them frmt he village nearly a month. Aimos
bordering Sonitpur District every single day of Apri
of Assam. witnessed breakdown Q@
High civil and police disturbance of either th
officials have rushed on amicrowave or the VFT, thu
spot inquiry in view of disrupting the flow of news
prevailing tension, thefrom the rest of the world
sources added. MeanwhileThe working of the twg
anti-Assamese  posterdnajor news services her
have appeared in thisUNI and PTI on which the
Capital complex and local radio and press depe
adjoining districts for news, have been affecte
demanding withdrawal of due to the communicatio
Assam police battalion frombreaks. _
Arunachal Pradesh. The The Shillong Times ha
posters appeared in thdeen particularly hard hit du
name of the Arunachalto the failure of the telecon
Pradesh volunteer force, selﬁef\_/iCGS and many imp_orta
styled organization formednational and internationg
recently to defend theevents could not be coverg
state's territory and protectn the paper. Shillong basg
the life and property of thecorrespondents of nation
people along the foot hills.newspapers an
The posters also demandeg@ublications who depend o

an inquiry by the CBI into the telex to file their reports

the alleged murder of anhave been complainin
Arunachalee recently in thebitterly about the perpetus
lock-u of Assam Police atfailure of telex lines. It may
Silapathar. be recalled that the Unio

Scared by the postersCommunications Ministe
Assamese residents hav8ad recently made a

Data Protection
and Privacy

By lbu Sanjeeb Garg

BEATING THE RHETORIC

ct

a The recent debates in thgyata protection. Data

eSupreme Court on the issUgyrotection has two aspects.
of Aadhar have forced us topne at the individual level,

bfask another fundamentakne other at an institutional
equestion to ourselves -jayel.

dwhat is the status of the op an individual level

Adata that we would all gata protection has to start

thow the Hon'ble Court potential as well as the risks
»would view AADHAR the {5 an individual are

tquestion of data and datgmmense. Andhe first step

eprotection becomes indeedowards that is recognition.
more fundamental in itself. often individuals are not
e To understand the datagware of risks that such
5 position we must t_1oweversystemS pose. They log into
digress from the issue ofgjrport Free Wifi as soon as
AADHAR and instead they get one, little realising

a&hose to focus on whatihat they are handing away
tAADHAR ~encompassestheir data and personal

‘“Imagine there’s
Nno country”

The famous song of John
rjléaémon, "Imagine" is
perhaps one of the most that they are able to form
fHigught provoking songs common Parliament, th
ever written. The theme ofdangerous than this. There Perhaps John Lennon'€U Parliament which
UfHaGsong is so prophetic thaare  two  types  of song "Imagine” has a lot tolegislates on the basis
r'iqjeserves to be quoted ofhationalisms,  namely, teach the world today. Thecommon welfare, the us
Ad on. In the context ofinclusive nationalism and song says “"Imagine there'ssf a common currency an
thinat we are witnessingexclusive nationalism. no country/ It isn't hard tothe presence of
today where some countriesnclusive nationalism or do/ Nothing to kil or die for/ schengen visa (whic
Mexbme so ambitious angositive nationalism is oneAnd no religion too." Is this theoretically wipes ou
reedy that they tramplethat transcends one's owrflot so beautiful a messageerritorial demarcations
r&'gfl the rights of weakercountry or one's own for the nations of the worldare ample proofs thd
tions, nothing could becommunity. Thuswhile Wwho are still hungering forwhen leaders have th
more relevant to put forwardbeing loyal to one's own territorial expansion? goodwill and are
cha'Sood for thought. Thecountry, one does notConsidering the fact thatmotivated by an inclusiv
surge of nationalist feelingsdisrespect or violate thewars have always beemationalism, there i
I'$ it in China, Russia, US oiintegrity ~ of  others. fought between nationsgways a possibility.
b@ﬂf and anywhere in thelnclusive nationalism is right from the beginning of  china, India andg
world, is dragging the worldinspired by pure humanity, it is time to let go pakistan need to learn
rdeyhe edge of a nuclear war lesson from the EU tha .
nToday in th_e stand- o_ff instead of bickering with and what it seeks to do.  jnformation to private
SBBt&een China and India, each other, they should try AADHAR ~ number companies. At other times
n _countries are not to cooperate more. Theissued to each |r.1d|V|du_aIthey have no problem
ging an inch and this greed for more territory in Would capture biometric sharing phone numbers with
etAyld lead to some the case of China is a clepflata of each individual. shopping malls. Little do the

dangerous spill out. China Altiero Spinelli, IS one typical sign of human greed thatScientists and activistspegple realise that every
diaitone, is a highly imperialist can never be satisfigdWorry that such data mightaction of theirs is potential

jon that seeks to grab a example of how different countries even if they occupy thefall into the hands of qata which can then be

h as possible and tryinc can come together to form @ whole continent of Asia. Iffy Unscrupulous peoplegplved by these companies

fRdmpinge its power on ; P ; fact, it should be tomorrow who make taketg those who require data for
others. Perhaps what it dic COMmMunNity. As of now, it is unlikely 2t 1 S1OUC B9 odvantage of the same. Yeh hefty price L without the

)G!JAIbet in 1950, itis trylng that any Of these Countrles Would go derangement. HOWeVer,tc.) ||m|tthe discussion to know|edge of an individual.
to do the same in Bhutan ant ) the type of solidarity like Piometric data alone wouldgych actions might have
*Arunachal Pradesh. The t0 war against the other. yp Y 19 be akin to not being able tq ifications li
_ _ o g . that of the EU, would no g9 even larger ramifications like
Jgﬁlt@erent attitude of China . : : be possible until angunderstand the nuances tgsajing of personal financial
etrays its spirit of humanism.  Exclusive the old ideology and stop = =7 = . " " | data protection. Data on gecords and cyber theft
5 pfolerance and contempt fonationalism or negativethe old habit. Humanity -/ =22 = 0 L5 SEmore  basic  level is among others. Hence, as a
its, neighbours. nationalism on the othermust begin to live as though’ - - ~*. greed anginformation. This first step to data protection
Andit s strange thathand generates narrowthere is no country but just Y. 9 information can be i

By Barnes Mawrie against the other. The fa

The European Union founded by
great visionaries like Robert
Schuman, Paul-Henri Spaak and

; d in indivi
Iﬂgmanity has never learnmindedness and tends t®ne community. Is this h;épe%crlstyc.) Flrﬁh(r)tfuart thg various forms from medical g\r,]vé?g“g?ltjﬁé m;ggznﬁ‘%ﬁ
rd lessons from historylook upon others as hostilepossible? One may ask. Irf! records to  biometric gata and the need to protect

German nation undetto oneself. This is whatmy opinion, it is possible to Nclusive nationalism antl; ¢, mation. It may also identi i i
Adolf Hitler, the Italians leads to wars and conflicts.2 great extent if not totally. bécome more transparenfy 2 " mation  of Eﬂgt"i,i’;;{ty and integrity of
gieder Benito Mussolini andWhat China and India needHuman beings after all, areln their relationship. As of 5 hcjal details, bank  The second part of this
the Japanese under Emperdoday is to foster ancapable of the most nobleOW these countries aley,sswords, and corporatyroblem is with data
hito, were roused to aninclusive  nationalism sentiments of love andoperating on  mutudl f5myjas among others. In Bprotection at an institutional
exaggerated nationalisamong their citizens. Thatbrotherhood as has beeguspicion more than oNrapigly changing world jevel. India is waking up to
sentiment and theis the only formula to a displayed by many greatanything else. Such jayhich is increasingly beingipe - problem of data
Indizsequence was Worlcpeaceful = co-existencesouls in history. The diplomatic relationship i$ governed by the Internet ofprotection. While the right
War Il where millions of between the two nations.European Union founded bysuperficial and is like an Things (10T) a person noises have been made and
Mrﬁﬁocent people lost theirlmagine what would great visionaries like Robertinflated balloon which on¢ generates a number ofome steps have been taken
lives and untold destructionhappen if the two countriesSchuman, Paul-Henri Spaakiay would burst. What We jnformation each day that ’
K] : ; et : y yet more concrete steps
was wrought upon thego to war. Everything thatand Altiero Spinelli, is one need to do is just pray anche/she interacts. This cafnyst be taken in this regard
adledd. Today China andthey have built up all thesetypical example of how wait so that these leadergake the form of book g g first stop al Companies'
India are doing the same ang@ast decades will be wipeddifferent countries can comewould gradually be guided preferences in Amazon togng entities must be made
A forbid, a war could be inout in seconds, so where'dogether to  form ~aby right reason androute preferences in Uberyesponsible for the data that
k}%e offing. Both countriesthe benefit of a war? It iscommunity. As ofnow, it is wisdom and would never
ve strong leaders ananly a display of pride and unlikely that any of thesediscard the universal valye
efgray could be moreambition. countries would go to warof "brotherhood of man.

9 1T THEEDITOR

AADHAR number issued to each individual
would capture biometric data of each

nis Sohra Quest for mental patients  with Your etc. individual. SC|en.t|sts anq activists worry
d to , suspicion and make fun of ~ JJyrwa, M Mawrie, that such data might fall into the hands of
Marathon. mental peacel them especially in working K Acharya & Z Khan
places. But we need to unscrupulous people tomorrow who make
Editor, Editor remember that the mind and

the body are closely take advantage of the same.

| was one of the runners

Stop

It is human greed that

who had participated in thecayses poverty. slavencOnnected and therefore : Lo .
Sohra Marathon of 2015,5,4 4|l IEinds gf humanySUCh __ rigid Intel’ferlng! ﬁggoﬁgg gtv(\?ifnlg;?/mgu?ﬁethey collect. That data
which was inaugurated bymiseries for the needy anj:,lompartmentallzatlon does Editor, person. And this is Whatshould be confidential and

ot make any sense. should be used by the

d social environment toMoezlg#::a?alyaS(l:ecgﬁggt hglVamlab:f- C{)mpﬁniesdwkloand form that the customer
nitaries i ; ; i ' . are looking to sell productShad wanted it in the first
dignitaries including some ofyyman  areed  triqger <€EP_ all diseases awayy -5 ment on it. The L _

his colleaguetike Ampareen depressio% amongggus.mdeed’ we all need a would make a killing to be piace. If any company is

- . ar of words between thab|e to access suc : .
Lyngdeh. The ther Chiet o e can changee W oTErL WO eVl el pares 0 Ciaton. i o modn oo e 1S
cereraty, Barcos Waili Wasourselves, we will be able Tongress and the BJP isyorid ‘data is the new oil” Itimposed . on  those

alsobpresdent__ Jhﬁir PreSeNcy make our political, social ?Oso80t2?]|§ugﬁter:{o?]%t;'t'gﬁ%etting murkier by the day. js the new fuel that will run companies.
combined with the runners'ypg economic environmen uch spiritual things ashrom the BJP's side Wethe growth engine of Secondly it must also be

enthusiasm rendered aRree from i 5 Nalin Kohli i i
. : pollution and : ; ave seen Nalin Kohll, companies. As the businesgnsured that cross border
almost festive air to theyhere is no question ofSCOPEration, COMPASSIONimanta Biswa Sarma andyorld rapidly transforms ¢y

the Chief Minister, Dr Mukul mechanical existence an

Sangma. It was nice 10 Segqredom for the greedy. .
him there with many aApg these products of

We all need a good natura,

5

’ i . . love and satisfaction. Until . o . T ading of data amon
%/hole race. It was a great Misearching for an antidote o can make our world suc Union Ministers, etq jtself, it is data that gets tha'fmultingtional corporationsg
f professionalism and purgg ¢ N i h anV ur w UChointing their fingers at i : n
)f Th kinds of o depression in such an, "o an we must no will drive the growth and must be under specific
r fun. These kinds of gesturéggea| environment. But it ; he  Congress- _led palance sheet of companiesguidelines and must not

hesitate to get solace insoyernment in the State
music, books and in they yarious issues. | cannbiyord di

?heea)/ug?SV?(Ienﬁ;uroil)elvﬁﬂhl nderstand why th,e different things to different citizgns in.foreign shores
. people from outside people. And yet thecan itself signal a threat t
temporary relief. After all ; - . . gnal a threat o
porary = % Meghalaya are interfering question of data is notnational security wherein
they have no negative Sidgntg the everyday affairs |imjted to IT companies f f b
effects but only positive of the state! Why are the P new torms o ~Cyber
nes. the > y Y alone. For over two decadeserrorism might take place
R pointing fingers at ouf now IT majors have while using identities of
political affairs? We have partnered with Formula 1those who are citizens of the
never seen a politic Iracing companies helpingnation itself. Hence the
leader of Meghalayathem™ design algorithmsgovernment must monitor
pointing fingers at the working on different the data that travels out of
political matters of any projections which havethe national shores in a
state. These looseincreased their efficiencyvigilant manner. On the
cannons should not bewhile reducing the fuel other hand the lack of a
allowed to have a free runintake at the same time. Atstrong data protection
of Meghalaya. They havethe core of such partnershigegime can harm India's
better things to ddjs how these companiegmage and vision to be a
Isewhere and in theirpgye tapped into the data ofnarket leader and a world
spective states. the original brick and mortar!eader in cyber security. To
People and political companies and used it tcounter the same India
leaders of Meghalayadesign better systems. Thudeeds to develop a stronger

t by the top people of theyyig pe foolish to let
Government is rarely showngenression snowball within
where | come from. Though l,s"jyst waiting for such an
L worked for a University gggjitarian world. In that
“based in Shillong | was notz55e depression  will
" from hereabouts. | am fromoverp,)ower us and
Chennai. ~ The  sheerytimately kill us. So, we
-hospitality Was need to desperately searc
 overwhelming. | ad for immediate relief for our
~sponsored 10 boys and girlgyn survival. To combat
from Umsning where | ampqnchial disease, our
Mbased. They came to knoWjoctors sometimes advise
’dvhat a Marathon was ands to wear masks. This is
nwhat it took to win one! The 5t to pelittle air pollution
youngsters definitely got ag, oy physical strength
5good exposure which | ampyt o survive amidst
esure they will not easily po|iytion. Similarly, whena  Editor,

nforget. | am highlighting pqychologist or a friend We take this opportunity
nthese and many other googdvises us to listen tothrough your esteemed daily®
|points which went to makegqsothing music, to read arto thank the staff and'®
:dhe Sohra 2015 a greajspiring book and to getplumbers of  Shillong
gpuccess. | only wish that thegjace “in the beauty ofMunicipality Board (SMB) \ !
LRunMeghalaya Convenornatyre. she/ he also doefor doing a great job inshould not allow these gata and its utilisation isdata protection regime.
jGerald Pde... (three cheers tQq¢ pelittle social pollution repairing the big water Iineloudmoutlhs to have thelr something which will only  One of the first steps that
nhlm for remaining calm an or our mental strength.which had broken at twoWway. This is our state¢ jncrease in the years toWOUld go a long way in

In a digital world, the continue  unregulated.
gital would mean Unregulated flow of data of

I

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Expression of
gratitude

. collected throughout theg,ch prescrintion is only places since July 13, nearPin?ence people coming income. Thus it is notallaying these concerns
hevent in spite of varioustoy getF:ing usp going evexﬁ/lount School and just overifom outside should lear surprising  that  the Would be to bring effective
responsibilities)...could iy 5 had environment. the Umshyrpi stream. With aNOW t0 practice restraint. protection of data is changes in Section 43A of

the Information Technology
N In the past few monthsACt 2008. The discourse

Dthere have been repeateaas to shift fr9m maintaining
Sattempts in premier banks reasonable” protection to

persist with his wonderful i lot of effort by the plumb z,il'he Chief Minister of
It is dangerous to try IOt Of efiort by the plumbers Meghalaya had bee

initiative to continue this {opacco products, alcoholfinally a new pipe was g -
beautiful event with suitable 5, drugs 5) rid our,selves ofinstalled and water Supplyagg_resswe in replying t
changes which may begepression or any kind ofwas restored on July 20. Théheir accusations. Othe

important as well.
n

also demanded the CBlannouncement in New Del
inquiry into the murder andthat a high powered cell h

setting up by the two statedpeen set up in Shillong tpo
a joint inquiry committee facilitate quick dispatch of corporate houses dow

headed by a high courtpress message sent

judge in this connection.journalists in the North Eas}.if
haveNothing definite is known constraints.
appealed to the people ofibout the existence of the

The Assamese

both the states to maintaircell and its failure o

their age-old tradition of functioning.

Prequired due to whatevernantal stress. These willnon- stop rainfall deterred theshould follow suit. like Axis and SBI to steal data(rfar?ggf iﬁzgt?ﬁgonne\?vselpadg‘
'factors which forced them t0g1y add insult to injury. It Workers because they had to Yours €tC.,| and financial details of

: . s . Industrial Revolution and
iscontinue it this year. I, for i’ pe like pouring diesel Work on a bamboo platform Joannes J’;Ircl)_nléig?;e,people who have theiry " ¢ stage of the Digital

ne can liaise with some toRg put out the fires of Set up over the gushing accounts in these bankspo,oiution.  In such
: "Hepression. It is alsoStream. - While  because of - the nanging circumstances it is
¥outh to sponsor this e‘.’enaaﬁgerous to nurture the The telephone operator tl'e:,t,zrsfutﬁ,::f,,idgs;,’:::tazzve heightened security thatimpeglatgi]ve that India
there are financial {je3 that mental illness andhe SMB Public Grievanc ! . banking companies employ,eqesigns its data

. . e Cell t helpful contact number of the writer, these attempts were largei *] A
physical illness exist in two €1l 100 Was VEry NEIPIULana o ¢ i are sent by email. P 9rotection and security

thwarted yet it opens the
question of vulnerability to
data theft and the need for,

Yours etc. courteous.
. » completel separate
Sushil D Bhagavandascomgartmléms_ pSuch Please keep up the goog

Umsning - 5 prejudices make us treatvork!

regime.
(Views expressed by the
uthor are personal)

Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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Blowing hot and cold
INDIA is never soft on China but the Narendra Modi
administration has tried to avoid jingoism in its current

standoff with China. It is sensible because war

mongering is counter-productive. At the present

moment the country's limitations are many.

Demonetisation has dealt a blow to the economy and
the impact of the GST is still hard to assess. In such

circumstances, New Delhi cannot afford a military

confrontation. The Comptroller and Auditor General
has told Parliament that some of India's military

supplies may not last even 40 days in case a full scale

war erupts. Modi has of course built a bridge with
several foreign heads of state but they are busy

protecting their own interests and can hardly have

time for India's concerns.

The Indian Foreign Ministry has said that Indian

troops entered into Doklam claimed by China and

Bhutan in coordination with the Bhutan government
according to a 2007 bilateral agreement. New Delhi

fears that by taking control of Doklam, China may

create a tri-junction with India and Bhutan, closer to
the chicken's neck which connects north-eastern

states with mainland India. It is the Chinese foreign

ministry which has been spewing rhetoric. China
insists that India must pull its troops out of Doklam

as a pre-condition for talks. India merely seeks a

return to the status quo ante. Delhi emphasises its
commitment to diplomacy in resolving the present

conflict. India's foreign policy is perhaps sometime

clouded by a big brotherly aggressive attitude. But
this time diplomacy has held sway. The Prime Minister
has to resort to behind the scenes diplomacy in dealing

with foreign affairs if there are conflicts.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 26, 1989

Bill on Chakma autonomy

A Dhaka report saysthat
a Bill has just
beenintroduced in
BangladeshParliament to
grant limitedautonomy to
the tribal people in the three
trouble-torn hill districts in
south-eastern Bangladesh,

that is Chittagong Hill Tracts.
MrMaudud Ahmed, the
PrimeMinister. who
introducedthe Bill in the
House, saidthis ‘'historic
step'would bring about
apolitical solution to the
outstanding problems.

The stock market is
booming. It is said to be a
global trend, despite not so
boom in the world economy.
Why and how is this
happening? Is it real or an
indication of a global crash?
Whatever goes up comes
down, is the stock market
dictum.

The Indian stock market
is on an upswing. It touched
a record (it goes on setting
such records) 32074 at the
Mumbai sensex indicator on
July 17, 2017. Though, next
day, it fell by 363 points, the
highest in seven months.
Two days later again it fell
by 50 points to close at
31,904. It jumped by 124
points on July 21. The Nifty
of the NSE is also in a similar
surge-fall cycle. Is it good
time for investors? This is
difficult to say. Speculative
investors put their money
during such "boom", the
real investors wait for good
time - the bearish phase.

Market experts are
awaiting a correction, the
euphemism for finding the
realistic level, or a fall in the
trading. Last week's fall was
led by GST Council's
decision to impose cess on
cigarettes and the largest
tobacco company's stocks
led the fall.

The stock market can be
affected if some more shots
are fired on the Indo-Pak
border or if Doklam stand-
off between India and China
aggravates. But Doklam as
of now may not be the
reason. However, there are
stock specific concerns as
many shares are trading at
high valuations. Some are
priced so high that these
may lead to stagnation.

The Indian economy's
high growth rate is touted
as the major reason behind
the major rally. The belief is
that high economic growth
should lead to higher
earnings and this leads to
support of higher prices. But
the market also says that
nothing can be infinite and
prices have a limit to their
rise.

The global markets are in

Boom and bust

By Shivaji Sarkar

a bull run. That means
some people are putting in
large sums in the capital
market. Does this mean that
falling bank interests and
inflation led to
improvement in the health
of the capital market? If it is
so, it is a danger for the
economy. It is an indicator
that bank deposits are
being utilised to buy shares
and do speculative trading.
Interest rates are low and
so are the commodity

That these fears are not
unfounded is supported by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General's (CAG) latest report
that found that major telecom
companies -- Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone, Idea, Reliance
Communications and Aircel
-- revealed  "total
understatement of adjusted
gross revenues (AGR) of Rs
60,064.5 crore" between
2010-11t02014-15. The CAG
says this is for saving taxes.
But such understatements

“So the fear of bank money
being utilised for speculative
investments may be real.”

prices. This means that
while the common bank
depositors are gasping as
their interest hedging is
coming down, equity
market speculators' earning
is going up. In other words,
as the poor suffer, the rich
are gaining!

This is a danger for both
the economic and
sociological factors. Some
large companies have come
out with results of huge
profit in the April-June
quarter. It is said that some
more may be doing it. While
announcing profits, many
of these companies
carefully conceal their debt
in the balance sheet.

In other words, the
performance of these
groups may further be
affecting the health of the
banking sector. It may be
recalled that two of the
worst stock scams --
Harshad Mehta and Ketan
Parekh -- were funded by
the public sector banks.
The UTI and LIC scams
were of similar nature.
Public money was lost and
the public institutions bore
the brunt. The lurking
question is whether the
better performing equity
market would increase bank
NPAs?

are not uncommon. Recall
Satyam too had grossly
inflated its statements.

The CAG stated the
understatement of AGR was
linked to promotional
schemes, which included
free talk time, discounts as
well as non-inclusion of
profit from sale of
investment. The recent
boom in  prices is
significantly linked to the
announcement of many such
free schemes by one of the
biggest operators. In 2014,
the government had issued
show-cause notices to some
of the top telecom firms for
under-reporting revenues.

So the fear of bank money
being utilised for speculative
investments may be real. It
means there are larger threats
to the Indian economy than
being perceived.

An interesting aspect is
that mid-cap and small-cap
stocks have seen greater
increase in their prices based
on "future" earnings growth.
If it fails to keep up with
expectations, a sharp fall in
their prices would be the
only possibility. The risk
factor is serious as many of
these companies lack a
strong track record of
sustainable earnings.

India's own macros and

Stocks upsurge,
economic mayhem?

micro  environmental
factors are stable and in a
much better shape than it
was a few years back, it is
often said. A strong
leadership, political
stability and a pro
business attitude of
government has set a solid
ground for future growth.
If all goes well we could
be at the beginning of
mother of all bull runs. But
a lot depends on how
demand picks up locally
and globally from here in
coming years and how
fast  corporate  can
translate these into their
quarterly results.

Presently, if the CAG
report is to be believed
much of it is window
dressing despite the rules
having been made more
stringent by SEBI and
other government
agencies. However, there
are a few positive factors.
India is doing better than
slow moving Europe and
the US, which cannot
grow more than 1-2 per
cent a year. Indian growth
is to hover around 7 per
cent.

The second aspect is
that global and domestic
liquidity is stated to be
high. While the west is
awash with cash, in India
large amounts of money
are flowing into stocks
with bank money. Another
factor is helping the stock
market. It is the
underperformance  of
other assets like gold, real
estate and even debt. In
short term, the revival of
these assets is not
foreseen. So the money
flows in to the stocks.

Mutual funds too are
playing big. They have
invested Rs 2,21,033 crore
between May 2014 and
June 2017. During the past
three months itself they
invested Rs 26,503 crore.
So would not the market
fall? A market crash is
inevitable. But when will
it occur? Nobody can say.
If it happens there can be
mayhem. ---INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

Who will
regulate the
SPTS?

Editor,

Rarely has there been a
time when taking the bus
was a joyride. Being groped
& grinded on from the man
behind are just two of the
scarring & humiliating
moments of my bus riding
school days. I would prefer
taking the taxi, but that is
another issue in itself, what
with many taxi drivers
demanding a king's ransom
for a 15 minute drop. I'm
twenty two years old now,
and much has changed in
the  public  transport
scene...and it's not all good.
We've got, as usual, many
awfully rude bus
conductors who hold out on
5-rupee change for 'lack of
it'. But it wasn't until recently
that I realised the dudes
have upped their game in
that regard as my 15 year old
sister was getting off of a

bus and asked the
conductor for her change, to
which he sarcastically

replied that she'd get it if she
rides the same bus the next
day. Pardon my language,
but the guy is an ass who
needs a couple of
workshops on being nice.
The second thing I'd like to
point out is the capacity of
passengers allowed on each
bus. I don't know when 50-
60 became the new 32, but
I'm pretty sure sardines in a
can get packed better than
humans in a Shillong bus.
The last thing I want to
address is safety. A few
weeks ago, a drunk man was
cussing as loud as humanly
possible at the packed
potatoes in the moving bus
to make room for him, all
while hanging from MY
window bars at the side of
the bus. It was insane, to

say the least! And while
we're on the subject of
insane passengers, the
stampede that patiently
(and not so patiently) wait
for a bus in Motphran
during the evening hours
is the scariest situation I
would never want to be in.
Little kids, old grannies and
grandpas get painfully
pushed to the side while
the younger lot rush in to
get a seat. It's so unreal, so
crazy! I sincerely request
the traffic police to step in
before someone gets hurt
or worse and for the bus
conductors and us the
passengers to step up as
kinder & more sensible
people.
Yours etc.,
G. Thangkhiew,
Shillong-17

UDP-HSPDP
duping people

Editor,
The Shillong Times and
other media have

highlighted about the pre-
poll seat sharing pact
between the two principal
state parties, United
Democratic Party (UDP)
and Hill State Peoples'
Democratic Party (HSPDP).
The latest agreed pact was
that out of 36 assembly
seats within Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, the two parties
will not contest against
each other in 27 seats. Out
of the 27 seats, UDP will
contest in 17 seats and
HSPDP in 10. The
remaining 9 seats are left
open for both parties to
engage in  friendly
contests. This is a big sham
and a farce. There is no
such thing as a 'friendly
match' or friendly contest
in election. A contest is a
contest. There are only
election fixing contests, not
friendly. On the other hand
in the Garo Hills, the

HSPDP has no stake at all as
it has absolutely no base and
it is left to the UDP to have a
pre-poll understanding with
Garo National Council
(GNO).

Though majority of the
people of Meghalaya are
regional minded and would
certainly like to see the
regional parties coming to
power in Meghalaya in 2018,
yet due to the non-inclusion
of all regional parties (nay
state parties) like KHNAM
and PDF into this pre-poll
pact, the regional minded
people in the state are
frustrated. They see this
alliance between the UDP
and HSPDP as a pretension
and a ploy to deceive
common people. They also
strongly suspect that this
pact is nothing but a match
fixing between the top brass
of the UDP-HSPDP and the
Congress. In fact, at present
the combined strength of
UDP-HSPDP is 12 MLAs.
What they need is just
another 19 more MLAs in
2018 to form a government.
If they carry along the other
state parties and have a
sincere pre-poll
understanding, they will
easily get additional 20
MLAs which is enough to
form a government in 2018,
taking into account the
strong anti-incumbency
factor and other political
discontentment that is
brewing in the state.

But that is not to be as
things stand today. In fact
this political game of 'friendly
contest' has been tested in
the past at least in two
occasions and it proved
disastrous.

Immediately after the seat
sharing pact which was
announced recently, a lot of
confusion has arisen. There
is open rebellion in the party
rank and file within these
parties in nearly all
constituencies. Some of the
sitting MLAs of these

parties and also prominent
MLA  aspirants are
planning to contest from
other parties or support
other parties' candidates.
Again, prominent and
ardent supporters of these
two parties cannot see eye
to eye with each other
because of traditional
political rivalry between
them. If their parties'
candidates are  not
contesting, they would
rather abstain from voting
or vote for some other
candidates not belonging
to UDP or HSPDP. This
pact will defeat the very
purpose of the poll
strategy. However, either
ways, this may work in
favour of the Congress or
independents in many
constituencies since NPP
is yet to be properly
rooted in K&J Hills and
BJP is yet to find its base
in rural constituencies and
is active only in some
urban areas.

In this climate of
political uncertainty such
as the one prevailing today
in Meghalaya, the ultimate
alternative is the BJP, but
the party has no
organisational units in
rural areas and the BJP has
no leader with a mass
following. Nor can the BJP
show up any good work it
has done in the villages
and towns of Meghalaya
which can draw people to
its fold. Instead there is
only strong propaganda of
anti cow slaughter and anti
beef selling and eating,
which the state BJP is
unable to counter.

Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Viaemail

Do we deserve
bad roads?

Editor,
I felt a chill down my

spine when I read the news
of how a woman biker was
crushed to death after she
fell off her motorcycle when
it hit a pothole in Mumbai.
We usually perceive bikers
as being reckless and
unmindful of other vehicles
and people but here the
issue is of a blatant display
of lack of responsibility of
our government and
representatives. The five
year term has always been
for the good of the self first
with public welfare coming
last. This state of affairs is
no different in our state as
well. Apart from our roads
being so narrow, there are
potholes galore that make
driving dangerous, risky and
life threatening in almost
every part of Shillong. A
classic example is the
approach road to the parking
lot at Khlieh Iewduh. It's just
been a year since that
particular stretch was
repaired and today the road
wears a dilapidated look filled
with potholes so vehicles
plying along this road
screech endlessly. The road
is used by people from all
parts of the state for trade
and commerce. I would like
to remind all that the road is
very important as it is the
lifeline to Iewduh which is
one of the biggest markets
in the state. The condition
of the road is such that one
fears that precious lives may
be lost any day should a
goods laden truck/bus turn
turtle in one of the potholes
and collapses on
pedestrians or the smaller
vehicles parked along and
plying through this road.
What is sadder is that this
road is not being used by the
elite, government officials
and higher echelons of the
society therefore it is not
being taken care of.
However for the well-being
of the common people of the
state isn't it the duty of the
authorities concerned to

have repaired the road well
before the monsoons? The
rain is only making it worse
because at present the
condition of the road is
such that can only
deteriorate further. I appeal
to both the print and
electronic media to take
time and visit the road and
bring its pathetic
condition to light so that
the government and
concerned authorities
wake up and do the
needful. As a concerned
individual, I hope I am not
asking for too much!
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

Kudos ladies
in blue!

Editor,

This refers to the report,
"Women in blue : An
inspiration for the next
generation" (ST, July 25,
2017). Hats off to Jhulan
Goswami (10 - 3 - 23 - 3)
and Punam Raut (86 runs)
for their brilliant
performances in the World
Cup final. It was so near
(191 for 3) yet so far (219
all out) for Mithali and her
girls at Lord's. Only 9 runs
separated them from the
World Cup! This World
Cup is a turning point in
women's cricket in India as
it has aroused tremendous
interest among Indians.
Now, India must start IPL
for women's cricket and

stop using girls as
cheerleaders only.

Yours etc.,

Sujit De,

Kolkata

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

India must stand
firm on Doklam

By Kanwal Sibal

Sushma Swaraj's
statement in parliament on
the Doklam plateau standoff
should be commended. It
was restrained, unlike the
belligerent statements
emanating from the Chinese
foreign office. By declaring
that China's road building
activity in Doklam was a
threat to India's security she
sent a firm message that
India will resist Chinese
attempts to determine the
Sikkim-Tibet-Bhutan tri-
junction unilaterally in
violation of its
understandings both with
Bhutan and India.

Her approach that the
solution to the impasse in
Doklam lay in both countries
withdrawing their soldiers to
previous positions and
restoring the status quo

facilitate the use of the
Arctic route for trade with
Europe provide massive
opportunities for Chinese
infrastructure companies.
That a line like this can be
purveyed, fed probably by
the Chinese embassy, with
accusations against the
Prime Minister for making a
series of provocative moves
against China and peddling
scenarios of a crushing,
humiliating defeat at the
hands of the Chinese of our
unprepared army headed by
a politically appointed army
chief, shows the extent to
which we are ready to sap
the national morale to the
advantage of an external
adversary because of
internal political prejudices..

In reality, China's
diplomatic and media-

“Swaraj's statement is significant as
it follows a spate of dire warnings
from China, officially and through its
state controlled press, that India
should heed the lesson of 1962, that
China will not compromise on the
issue as it involves its sovereignty,
that as its patience eventually runs
out, China will use force to evict the
Indian troops and so on.”

ante is eminently
reasonable.  She  has
implicitly dismissed China's
imperious demand that
India must first withdraw its
troops from "Chinese
territory" prior to any
dialogue. This attempt to
dictate terms to India by a

country that has
deliberately triggered the
current confrontation

through a calculated act that
it knew would attract an
Indian response has been
rejected. India and China
have had a conflict in this
general area in 1967 but,
more pertinently in terms of
more recent experience, the
two countries were locked
in a confrontation in
Depsang (2013) and Chumar
(2014). China has therefore
not walked into the current
border stand-off as an
unwary party falling victim

to unprovoked
warmongering by a third
country.

Swaraj's statement is
significant as it follows a
spate of dire warnings from
China, officially and through
its state controlled press,
that India should heed the
lesson of 1962, that China
will not compromise on the
issue as it involves its
sovereignty, that as its
patience eventually runs
out, China will use force to
evict the Indian troops and
so on. If the purpose of
employing  thunderous
language was to intimidate
India and unnerve its
leadership, the external
affairs minister's statement
shows these tactics have
failed. The government is
showing signs of
confidence in dealing with
the situation despite
China's psychological
warfare against us getting a
boost from some Indian
commentators who have
purveyed the Chinese line
with some gusto and much
of our media that has been
uncritically disseminating
China's propagandist
versions of the stand-off
and echoing its menacing
statements as well.

Preposterous
explanations have been
given by some China
apologists in our country
that China is building the
road in Doklam because its
infrastructure companies
have run out of orders, and
as its military have large
budgets to spend, some
powerfully connected
construction company is
trying to fill its order book!
One thought that the
humungous Belt and Road
Initiative, the $ 50 billion
China intends to spend on
infrastructure in Pakistan,
and $ 20 billion that it is
committed to spending on
developing  ports  to

channeled tongue-lashing
against India reflects its
frustration at not being in a
position to take India head-
on militarily in a localised
conflict in this theatre
without suffering heavy
casualties. Talk of evicting
Indian soldiers from this
area by force is just bluster.
If it opens a front in a
disputed area elsewhere
where it is advantageously
placed- though we will be
able to monitor a Chinese
build up through our
technical means and
prepare ourselves- it will be
seen as responsible for
broadening the conflict. If
we, in return, opted to
retaliate in disputed areas
where we have advantage,
it will mean a further step on
the escalatory ladder. China
has no easy options just as
we do not either. A sane
Chinese approach, in its
own interest, would be to
resolve the current stand-
off diplomatically on an
equitable basis and tone
down its trade-mark
arrogant and crude
behaviour. If the Chinese up
the ante in Kashmir or the
north-east, they must think
of their political
vulnerabilities in Tibet and
Taiwan.

Much is being made by
some in Indian quarters of
Bhutan's reticence on the
developing situation as a
sign of its reservations
about our intervention.
This too contributes to the
Chinese game of weakening
India's position. It is politic
on Bhutan's part not to get
caught too much in the
cross-fire between China
and India and let the latter
handle the situation.
Bhutan's statement about
China violating bilateral
understandings over this
disputed area is sufficient.
By being too vocal and
inviting more Chinese
bullying, it will draw India
into the quarrel even more,
which would be undesirable
for both Bhutan and India.
Some Bhutanese may prefer
to distance themselves from
India-China frictions for
sovereignty reasons, but in
falling prey to China's
strategy of destabilising
India's neighbourhood they
would seriously hurt their
own self-interest.

That Sushma Swaraj's
enunciation of India's
position has come before
the National Security
Adpviser visits Beijing for a
BRICS NSAs meeting
means that any dialogue in
Beijing will have to be within
its scope. India should
neither seek escalation nor
accept China's hegemonic
conduct.

(The author is former
Foreign Secretary)
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“All sins have their origin in a sense of
inferiority otherwise called ambition.”
--- Sir James M. Barrie
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India stretches from

By Anuran Medhi & Layan Kaushik
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Law on abortion
A 10-year-old girl was raped in Chandigarh. T
state is in a dilemma as to what is to be done
her pregnancy? The law should allow abortio
cases of pregnancy caused by sexual assaul
the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) A
of 1971 is very complicated. The Supreme Cq
has now sought the opinion of a panel of docto
affirm the health of the 10-year-old who has b
raped. It is to be ascertained if her health is t
adversely affected if her pregnancy is allowe
continue to its full term. The MTP Act allows aborti
if only it is necessary for the health of a pregn
woman. Theudiciary’s sanction is also necesse
Abortion petitions have been rejected on more
one occasion because of the legal impediment.
week old foetus could not be allowed to lead to
birth of a child if it is likely to be born witl
abnormalities. The abnormalities are said to sh@wthe plentiful use of
agligcial lights. This problem end

up after 18 weeks. But sufficient time should be spg
by the parents to decide if they should keep the béglﬂg.”g winters as the sunhave 4 different time zones,zone will go a long way national media. As we al
] . | sets approximately around 4vhy cannot India have attowards addressing thisknow this region wa
Changes in the law were drafted in 2014. ThR in many parts of NE.  least 3 different time zones?problem.

. : , .1 ¢ Th tilation of th
amendments dispense with the court’s sanctionfak of & senerate fime 2o

of a separate time zoneecently dismissed aand conserve electricity. Afields. This small yet
aborting of a more than 20 week old pregnancy. -|f2ngE India started aroundpetition which sought a prosperous north-east ismeaningful approach ca

- - - - - e
decision should lie with the health care provi

cades back, when thalirection from the central less likely to yield to the provide recognition and
provided pregnancy is likely to jeopardise the he

of the mother or the child. Rape causes grave ir
to the mental health of the pregnant woman. T
should be a case for abortion. But the changes i
Act have not been implemented yet. Itis ironic v
such a law is not debated in the light of so many
cases in this country.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 26, 1989
Panel to explore
Sikkim-Centre Tax Wrangle

A committee consistingthe  Sikkim  Sangra
of three representativesParishad, the ruling party i
each of the Centre and thehe state, had decided to ¢
Sikkim Government is being off the proposed dharna
set up to go into the issuehe Boat Club her
of extension of direct centraltomorrow. Mr Bhandari sai
tax laws to the Himalayanthe suggestion to set up
state. Chief Minister Mr N B committee was made by hi
Bhandari in a statement saidiuring his meeting with th
today that the committeePrime Minister this morning owing to indifference of the brutal counterinsurgency are located west of the ISTif we do not take a chanc
would go into the issue in. Mr Gandhi, who acceptedUnion government. since independence. Somehus enjoying more daylight. by investing in it.
order to evolve an amicablethe suggestion, proposed However, scientists andinsurgent groups, seekingThis might be one of the Anuran Medhi is from
solution acceptable to boththat the committee shouldresearchers from thefull secession from India, reasons for lesser industriaKirori Mal College,
the centre and the state. consist of three membersNational Institute of are still active. Beijing, developments in NE regionDelhi University and

He said that in view of the each from the centre and thé\dvanced Studies have mwhich already claims otherwise known for its rich Layan Kaushik is from
Prime Minister's assurancestate. insisted on advancing ISTArunachal Pradesh as itsand vast natural resourcdlT Roorkee)

India has huge

heest end. The time data-centric
dLﬁrerence between thesePaper published in 2012
altreme points is which reported an increasethe grant of a different time setting of offices in NE.
ngpproximately 2 hoursto 17-18% saving of daily zone for the area, as therhe basic deterrent of th
leading to differences in timeenergy consumption that isacademic Lawrence Liangindustrialist to invest in
[.oBHilinrise and sunset.

\%Bmmon man in North eastevery year. A petition was temporal

step towardseypenses to run factor
pijrdia has to wait for two signed on change.orgconceding 0

spatial after sunset. This basi

D

extra hours to send a letteregarding the same but itautonomy. Indian gemand can be fulfilled
[$rbih the local post office asonly ended as a futile nationalists naturally SaWpy di ;
X . by diverting the alread
gﬁgse government officesattempt. the place differently. Their
~ accessible only after 10 The British Raj adopted decision to enforce IST; ; ;
oA By the time 3 different time zones; a made sense in the immediatt'??]gui:ggltigﬁegf'dﬁl%r\gﬁ
3overnment offices or Bombay time zone, a aftermath of partition andtime zones. we not onl
d@ucational institutions Calcutta time zone and a teandependence when India’s elcome t’he idea o
oppPen. many daylight hoursgarden time or the baagaarfuture as a united entity was & . IC b
e already lost in this regiontime which was followed by uncertain. Today however,5aVINg precious time bu
ahgs giving West India the the tea plantation workersto deny 45 million Indians in
upper edge. in India. This chai baagaanthe North East more Problem of
ll'))?The same logic can betime was one hour ahead ofdaylight saving time is to Underdevelopment an
@ﬁlied in case of sunset. Ashe IST which helped the place the insecurities offealth security in NE.
e twilight hits NE earlier workers do their work India’s founders above the The advantages ar

ide, it leads to lesserPresent day workers still citizens. in productivity to the

ation of working hours follow this routine for As anyone )
during daytime and morebetter productivity and familiar with the North East decrease in energ
consumption of energy dueefficiency. knows that the principal consumption. But it ca
its

to end area ofis economic recognition in mainland

33. all committee in 2001 separate time zone forPeople can engage in othepeople of NE craved fo
er the Ministry of North East. The High Court activities with the extra gjpce
ljgp'gence and Technology tosaid that two time zones candaylight which can have agyrther linked with the
examine the strengths andctause unimaginable chaospositive impact on their jhecrease in infrastructura
[@bknesses of multiple timeconsidering the country’s health and psychology in
rﬁm?s in India. Kapil Sibal, demographic size. India isthe long run. Regular
was the then head ofa country where trains activities like cycling and

i ministry, disregardedchange tracks by manualwalking would provide a
this issue and asked to sticlswitching. Different time better platform for improved
IAfAe the IST. Most recently, zones could cause majorhealth. Also, morning
Chief Minister of Arunachal confusion in sunshine affects circadian
Pradesh, Pema Khandu, hasommunications betweenrhythms indirectly aiding
also advocated the idea of arain operators and lead tothe sleep patterns. As Indi
separate time zone for NE. accidents. However, theseis largely an agricultural

In 2006, the Planninglimitations are not nation, more daylight can
Commission (now NITI sempiternal and can easilylead to better productivity.
Ayog) recommended thebe taken care of.
introduction of another time
zone for more efficiency. introduce a new time zone?co-curricular activities. A Ve
Former Chief Minister of Apart from the above The time distance Politically beneficial.
Assam, TarurGogoi, argued official challenges, there are between the North East and AS Darwin once said,

and NE being the pione
in India’s Act East Policy,
the formulation of

pivotal in binding the
aDeople of NE togethe
with the rest of the natio
and hence enhancing t
unity of our nation. Apart

knd inefficiencyof Assam reasons behind
tdue to less daylight in thereluctance. _ 1
region and dynamically phraseology, NE is still index between the north easvalue of time”, we will
demanded for the enactmentegarded as a troubledand the rest of the countrysimilarly  fail  to

@f the bagaan time zone intaregion. Every state in the All the highly developed understand the value an

The time difference betweenworld. NE must reset thecomes from soft drinknations inNorth America use of artificial sweetene
2 longitudes is (24x60)/360clock an hour or two aheadconsumption that include(NAFTA) resulted in the in soft drinks is raising
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tIOne language; many
anguages: Harmony
and disharmony

By Ananya S Guha

The language issue hasf cultures. To quarrel with
come up in Karnataka, as aistory can have disastrous
resistance to Hindi. Theconsequences, fall outs

e Kannada Chief Minister'sheing seen today rather
demand for a separate fla@minously. To strike issue
is of course overdoingover a particular language,
e things. If every stateinstead of seeking
demands a separate flagiversification in a culture
then where is the country%pread with linguistic
Sociologists and politicalwealth can only have
scientists have alwaysreactions such as that of the
spoken of sub- nationalismChief Minister of Karnataka.
in the country. If sub-The southern states
| nationalism takes onespecially Tamil Nadu and
overtones of nationalism,Karnataka have a history of
then matters becomeseparatism or separatist
complicated. Having fights.

regional flags is like having ~The entire issue revolves
a nation state. The languag@round the premise that this
issues in the country aremay be articulated by other
varied and complex. There igsegions. The political
a multiplicity and diversity situation is tenuous, not
in local levels having at thepecause of political
same time an allegiance to ¢nstability at the centre, but
single  country.  This pecause of the flimsiness of
singularity is a political projected superiority of
dimension and the culturalculture and religion. Added
dimension is  plural. to it is the myth of the cow,
ges oncow vigilantes and the
nationalism, which is variedobfuscation of religion,
and complex. Languagesistory and now language.
change even after fewThe singular philosophy of
kilometres of geography.the thus professed is
There are languages whickntithetical to what the

These are not good augury. Nor is
the professed desire to devise a flag
for the state. It indicates a reversal
of history and turning back the clock.
But why is this happening is the
guestion? Perhaps because the
reversal of history is working the
other way too. The strict emphasis
on a cultural monolith in the country!
Then a linguistic one, then of course
the sanctification of a particular
animal, all these bludgeon history,
and tend to divide the country leaving
a fractured consciousness of the
oneness, we have all been talking
about.

r

e

are not scheduled, but thexountry is.
are languages all the same, These are not good
revealing the spirit of aaugury. Nor is the professed
community or tribe and itsdesire to devise a flag for
very ethos. the state. It indicates a
Butwhat prompts a Chiefreversal of history and
Minister of a state to sayturning back the clock. But
this, is indeed revealing andyhy is this happening is the
unmasks some unpalatablguestion? Perhaps because
truths. It is jingoism which the reversal of history is
makes people say that thergorking the other way too.
is one National languageThe strict emphasis on a
and that it is official. Then cultural monolith in the
what happens to the stategountry! Then a linguistic
Swhich have their official gne, then of course the

) languages, sometimes moreanctification of a particular
Sthan one? When we bind theinimal, all these bludgeon
@ountry culturally, what is history, and tend to divide
this one culture? Thethe country leaving a
omogeneity and fractured consciousness of

Eheterogeneity of a hugethe oneness, we have all
Sdiverse country is the verypeen talking about.
Gssue of cultural complexity. Unless we learn each

¢ Cultural unity will come only other's language or adapt to

lGhen such heterogeneityultural sensibilities of area
dalls in order and is notspecific people in this vast
Sdiscordant with the manycountry, we will not be
dlanguages in a countrydivested of  ethnic
€Geography is in a sensemoorings. We have to
history. The change ofdisperse as people, race or
Nandscape is change ircommunity members. This
I culture, language, racialwill not strike a discordant
€looks, food habits and evemote but will be in harmony
religion. _ ~with the overarching
So what is happening isdiversity in the country.
Ureaction. You thrust yourThis will counter any
ITanguage on me, | will revertstrategy to make the
&he entire process. So ifountry a huge monolith
arnataka says that all whagnoring the other cultural
come there must know thestreams revolving around it.
eRnguage, ~ must Above all history is assailed
&ompulsorily learn it, thenin the most devious manner,
Fin a way reactionary forcesthe past is blacked out and
Sbeget other reactionaryobliterated, as if it did not
Sones. These things happesxist. A rationale is being
Pbecause we have amuilt for a country which

verdose of the languagexisted even in very nascent
Ubyndrome. Of course westages with a super

9know that Hindi is for official structure of technology. In

dcommuni_cation, but weother words the country

E converse in the language wexisted even before it's birth.

5 feel comfortable with. That These are difficult times and

Kis why the Indian whowe are grappling with
speaks two or threeparadoxes, contradictions
languages stands out as asind projecting the

Uindividual owing loyalty to inadmissible.

Athe country, in the different |anguages are many, the
languages he or she speakgountry is one, the many
The colours of languageganguage issue or the one
and cultures invest thelanguage formula if it
country with innate strengthdisrupts nationalistic
and beauty, manifest informulations, the essence of
efflorescence of say, thewhich is quintessentially
Urdu language. It is historyone, then there can only be

which presides over suchseverance and bedlam of
flowering and assimilationchaos.
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“Success is not just the crowning
moment, the spiking of the ball in the end
zone or the raising of the flag on the
summit. It is the whole process of
reaching for a goal and, sometimes, it
begins with failure.”

--- Erik Weihenmayer
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Yechury out!
Bickering between Kerala and West Bengal factions
of the CPI-M has impacted on the Central
Committee of the party resulting in the withdrawal

of nomination of the party general secretary, Sitaram
Yechury for a third term in the Rajya Sabha. Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan orchestrated the move
against Yechury. According to him, his nomination
would have prevented Yechury from discharging his
functions in Parliament and party affairs. The Left is
getting marginalised in national politics. The number
of its Lok Sabha members came down from 43 in
2004 to just 9 in 2014. Unless the Left reorganises
itself and refashions its strategy, it will become
irrelevant in Indian politics. Yechury’s term as Rajya
Sabha member expires next month. Elections for six

seats from West Bengal will be held on August 8.
The West Bengal CPI-M’s proposal to join hands
with the Congress to back Yechury was rejected. It
may be recalled that Yechury wanted the CPI-M to
have an understanding with the Congress in the 2016
West Bengal Assembly elections.

Yechury acknowledged responsibility for the signal
defeat of the CPI-M in the last polls. Yet he is all for
a secular alliance. The CPI-M is in direct contest,

however, with the Congress in Kerala. The BJPis
full of self-contradictions. The CPI-M may follow
the example and change its policy from state to state

so that it can have an alliance with the Congress
where necessary. The Left should connect with the
people. The Sitaram Yechury decision is supposed

to have brought the TMC and the Congress closer

in West Bengal.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 26, 1989

The Andhra drama

Although the
AndhraPradesh Chief
Minister Mr.N.T. Rama Rao
left actingwhen he joined
politics,histrionics of the
absurdkind has not yet left
him. Hisrecent antic of
asking all hisMinisters to
submitresignations on
February 8 and immediately
forwarding them to the
Governor for acceptance
indeed belongsto the genre
of political drama.

To top it all,
afterremoving all the 31
Ministers he
disappearedfrom
Hyderabad for fourdays,
first to New Delhi toattend
the non-Congress(I)Chief
Ministers' meeting andthen
to Guwahati to addressan
AGP rally.

There was nota single
Minister to look afterthe
Government atHyderabad
when Mr RamaRao was

away to attend tomatters
incidentallyconnected with
thegovernment of his state.

Although the leakage
ofthe budget said to be
thereason of removal of all
theMinisters at one drastic
gois a serious
constitutionallapse and
needed someaction, the fact
remains thatMr Rama Rao
found  thisexcuse to
demandresignations of all
thecolleagues in his council
of Ministers only speaks of

amore serious
maladyafflicting his party
andgovernment.

Ever since therecent

turmoil in the statefollowing
the murder of aCongress (I)
MLA, RamaRao was finding
it difficultto  enforce
discipline in hisparty and
governmentwhich was also
plagued by rumours of
corruption incircles close to
the Chief Minister.

Meghalaya Tourism
turns freakish

Quite likely, tour
operators benefitting from
the new tourism boom will
not like this article. But when
was an article ever written
to win applause? On July 22
last, people both visitors to
Shillong and beyond and
local commuters
experienced the most
horrendous traffic jam which
started from Barapani to
Mawiong-Mawlai up to the
city. It took some people
nearly three hours to
commute between Barapani
and Shillong. This is not
funny, considering that it
takes only 2.5 hours to fly
from Delhi to Guwahati and
it should take not more than
three hours to commute
between Guwahati airport
and Shillong city on a good
day. But July 22, was
nightmarish. This traffic
mania continued until
Sunday. Normally the locals
take time off to go drive
beyond the city for a breath
of fresh air. But on Sunday
(July23) Mawkdok bridge
with its scenic beauty turned
awry. It was choc-a-bloc
with traffic and you can
guess where the cars are
from. And why was there a
traffic jam? Because the
selfie mania has overtaken
all of us! I am not against
taking selfies. After all it’s
the latest craze. But when
selfies become the cause for
a traffic melee then someone
somewhere must be held
accountable. But who can
be held accountable since
Meghalaya is now free for
all? One traffic cop is hardly
adequate to control unruly
tourists! Today in
Meghalaya, any number of
tourists can come any day
and they can enter our most
sacred grounds including
the sacred groves, by the
hundreds on a single day, as
long as they pay for it. No
one can say a thing!

Our village communities
have become victims of
selfish greed and commerce.
I wonder if those who collect
entry fees at various tourist
hotspots  consider it
appropriate to even get their
accounts audited and share
with the village the amount
collected annually and how
that money is used to
upgrade infrastructure. Is
tourism as it is happening
today in Meghalaya a
sustainable venture or are
we heading for an overkill?
And how can we evaluate
ourselves without a policy
that is well defined and has
a long term vision of the
impact of mass tourism on a
state whose road
infrastructure is
overstretched and whose
car population has shot up
wildly to make the present
size of the roads
unsustainable?

If anyone cares to count
vehicles coming up from the
Mawlai-Mawiong stretch
they will notice that for
every one ML 05 vehicle
there are at least 3-4 AS

By Patricia Mukhim

vehicles. I have tried
counting. Those who
don’t believe me can try
this any day. The road
leading to Mawlai from
Barapani onwards is
overstretched. You can get
caught there for two hours
or more. We didn’t need a
garrulous Nalin Kohli to be
given a motorbike lift to
Shillong to tell us that our
roads have reached
breaking point. But is
anyone in the Government
even discussing this? We
are now so tired of the
serial inauguration
programmes by the head of
this state who operates like
a Chief Executive Officer/
Managing Director of a
company with passive/
sleeping Board Members
who don’t seem to have
the acumen to check his
wild adventures. He is
doing good for himself but
what about Meghalaya the
public limited company? In
case it slips the CM’s mind,
(and that is likely to
happen, considering that
for the last five years he
had been given a clean chit
to do whatever he thinks is
‘good” for the state),
Meghalaya is not a private
venture. Any decision the
CM takes will affect 3
million people in the short
and long run. Of course as
John Maynard Keynes has
said, “In the long run we
will all be dead,” but what
about the generation after
us and the one after that?

The other day I posted
on social media about the
mindless traffic jam in the
city due to the large influx
of tourist taxis and private
vehicles from Assam. One
Facebooker commented,
Didn’t the promoters of
Mawlynnong think of the
future impact of selling the
destination as the cleanest
village in Asia? That’s an
apt comment. Did anyone
sit to think of the long term
impact of having a daily
footfall of nearly 500
tourists and some more on
weekends on the Living
Root Bridge after paying a
pittance of Rs 20 per
visitor? Is this how we the
people of Meghalaya value
our heritage? Am I being
fastidious in pointing this
out? For goodness sakes,
lest we forget, the Living
Root Bridge is a LIVING
breathing creature of
nature as much as humans
are. It has taken centuries
to come to what it is today.
And the present
generation are so derelict
in understanding the worth
of this bridge that they are
selling it for peanuts. I
have, on several
occasions, spoken to the
village leaders of
Mawlynnong and
adjoining villages that
they should package the
sacred destinations we

have with a little more
thought and consideration
for the future losses they will
sustain once the destination
packs up. For instance, a
gate some distance away
from Nohwet village (which
owns the bridge), with well
trained tour guides who will
not allow any plastic items
to be taken into the village is
an imperative. Cars should
not be parked too near the
village since tourists who
come to Nohwet and
Mawlynnong or anywhere in
Meghalaya should be ready
to trek. The reason one
points to vehicles is because
the entire village is bearing
the brunt of pollution and
noise including little babies
whose naps are disturbed by
intrusive and cacophonous
tourists.

I am sorry to point this out
but Indians are the worst
tourists whether we talk of
Bangkok or Singapore or
Switzerland. They are not
looked upon too kindly.
Reason? We have no culture
for silent appreciation of
nature. We want it all and we
flock to a destination and
junk it up. Period! Well what
can we expect from people
who have never lived close
to forests and lakes and
waterfalls? Would they know
what it is to listen to the birds
chirping early morning or at
dusk? Would they care to
just listen to the sound of the
wind? No, all they look out
for is a selfie click at a
picturesque spot and then
food to stuff in and then
drive away. That’s it! And
yes many of them eat
packets and packets of chips
and drink coke and throw the
packets and bottles
anywhere they like. That’s
tourism for many of the
Indian visitors. Excuse me
but I am not being parochial
here; simply realistic!

The questions one wants
to ask those in Nohwet and
Mawlynnong is whether
they have sat together to
think together? Has anyone
from the village been taken
to other tourist destinations
abroad for them to learn a few
lessons? 1 guess not. Else
why would the shops all the
way down to the Living Root
Bridge sell Uncle’s Chips or
Lays and a host of packaged
eatables? What about the
local products? The
pineapples and several other
local fruits and home- made
snacks that they can
introduce to tourists! What
about pukhlein, putharo, pu-
nei pumaloi and pu-doh?
When we travel to South
India does anyone care to
serve us our local dishes?
Don’t we have to eat dosa,
idli or appams there? And we
do it without complaints! So
why are we diffident of
selling our local food in
Meghalaya? The profit from
selling packaged products is
a pittance. We are only

enriching some
multinationals even while
our own food products are
becoming a forgotten
culture.

Alright, so what’s the
takeaway from this article?
Firstly, while there are
many who believe that
tourism is best left to the
private sector, without
stringent guidelines and a
robust tourism policy each
tour operator is going to
go laissez faire (do as you
please). Few have the
conscience to develop
tourism for the long term.
Many are just cashing in
on the boom and the profit
and we can’t blame them.
No one does anything out
of altruism or enlightened
self interest. Moral
yardsticks and
sensitivities are hard to
apply in business. But a
Tourism Policy that clearly
lays out how sacred and
rare (sacred groves and
living root bridges)
destinations are to be sold
must be followed to the
letter and there has to be
supervision. Short-selling
of destinations has led to
the rush of day tourists
who don’t generate
income for Meghalaya
since entry fees to these
destinations are pitiably
low. The road from
Mawiong to Mawlai needs
to be reconfigured. Not all
cars carrying tourists and
are bound for Sohra and
elsewhere need to enter
the city. We need a
bypass, else someday
soon a road rage will lead
to murder along this
stretch.

It’s high time that we in
the media ask those
villagers around the
tourist destinations what
they feel about the
touristy influx. Let’s hear
them out. Everything is
not about money. Peace of
mind may be important for
some.

And by the way, what
is the Meghalaya Tourism
Development Corporation
doing other than having a
Chairman? They have not
been able to resolve the
Crowborough imbroglio
yet. Time to file an RTI on
this white elephant and
dismantle it!

Also we have not heard
of any action from the
Meghalaya Tourism
Development Forum
(MTDF) in a while. They
first marketed
Mawlynnong. Will they
stand up and be counted
now that Mawlynnong is
about to fall off the ranks
of the ‘nth” wonders of the
world? After the living
root bridge collapses there
will be nothing worth
seeing there! The bridge is
now held together by
planks and all sorts of
adhesives. But for how
long??

TO THE EDITOR

I fear terror-
rakshaks than
'gau-rakshaks'

Editor,

Media is rife with news
that nothing is as dangerous
as gau-rakshaks, “Gau
rakshaks --- a threat to
India’s plurality” by Sujit De
(ST, 24th July, 2017). I don't
fully agree with the writer
and his types. In my
unbiased judgement the
alarm has long been
sounded by the “terror-
rakshaks.” Well, those terror
saviours who are in various
garbs and disguises are
virtually strangling the
nation, but screams against
such subversive acts are
systematically suppressed
or ignored. Why is it so?
Perhaps a series of books
could be written for
answers. Some perpetrators
are political leaders — a good
many from the writer’s own
state.

Of course, figuratively
speaking, a rat can bite you;

some variety could be
poisonous too. But you
can’t ever compare a rat with
a poisonous snake. It’s sad,
that a prolific writer friend
merrily puts blinders on
those varieties of poisonous
snakes and cries hoarse that
the “rat will take your life,
the rat will take your life” as
if the ‘rat’ is the only
dangerous creature on
earth! Frankly speaking, it is
for these harmless rats that
an army of terror-snakes are
crawling around.

Sujit De never uttered a
word when West Bengal was
rocked by the recent
communal clashes in
Baduria and Basirhat. He
could probably not have
kept quiet if the perpetrators
of the violence and arson
attacks were ones who are
often the victims. This I say
given his obvious
abhorrence towards certain
classes of people which are
reflected in his endless
letters. "Pluralism", "dalit",
"secularism"
communalism".. are Sujit
De’s cliched terms on which

he cashes in. The writer also
recently pointed out in his
letter “Using children as
human shields” (ST, 22
July), about the scary rallies
in Darjeeling where small
children were also made to
stand in the front row as a
“shield.”l agree. But why
Sujid De’s eyes not see how
the ruthless Chief Minister
of West Bengal is taking the
“shield” of the imported
folks to strengthen her
brutal power in the state and
subsequently made others
suffer.

Needless to say, the
majority of the sons of the
Bengal soil are now in the
whirlpool of distress as
Didi’s “ terror shield” is
getting bigger. If Sujit De has
doubts I can provide him a
few contacts from his own
community. They can surely
share with him the horrid
saga of terror and how it is
hurting them and their
native land. As a prolific
writer, I am certain it will melt
De’s heart, and he will get
down to “write” for those
oppressed, “terrorized” and

much ignored indigenous
Bengali masses too.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong-2

Parking inside
Pine Mount
School

Editor,

Apropos the news, “Call
for using Pine Mount
campus for parking”, (ST,
27 July, 2017), I am totally
in unison with the public
for parking of vehicles of
the parents’ of Pine Mount
School students inside the
school campus and not on
the Pine Mount Ridge
Road, which is for the aam
admi like me. I don’t have a
vehicle and I rely on my two
feet and public transport to
move around and I can
understand very well the
difficulties that pedestrians
have to endure on this road
everyday because the road
has been grabbed for
parking by the guardians of
the students of this school.

I found the version of the
school principal absurd
when she said that the
ground behind the school
cannot be allowed for
parking of vehicles or that if
vehicles are parked inside
the school campus they
would hit the students. If
that is the case then what
about those students of this
school who are encountering
the menacing traffic
situation and still make their
way to the school unhurt
every morning on foot. This
is not an excuse to prevent
parents’ vehicles from
parking inside the campus.
As it is rightly pointed out
by the parents’ themselves
in the said news, the school
has numerous interior roads
and if I may add there are
many nook and corners
where vehicles can be
parked. Apart from these
there are two good width
roads, one of which has been
tarred recently, in the
entrance to this school.
These roads are always
empty and should be
allowed by the school

authorities for parking of
guardian’s vehicles
instead of littering the
public road.
The school should call
a parents’ meeting
immediately. Regarding
the ground, it is not in a
very good shape first of
all  and has been
neglected. Given the size
of the ground the
periphery can be
developed with cemented
tiles to put in place a
walkway which can also
be utilized for car parking.
This will not reduce the
size of the ground in
anyway. This ground can
be opened up near the Red
Cross junction for the
guardians to park their
vehicles. In this way the
school can also develop
the ground. The solution
to the traffic mess on this
road actually lies inside
the school, not outside of
it, and with some clear
thinking everything can
be sorted out.
Yours etc.
A. Lyngdoh
Shillong — 4

One country: two
Constitutions

By Sarat C. Neog

Truncated India gained
independence on 15th
August, 1947 and Pakistan
was created as a new
country. Jammu and
Kashmir was, by that time, a
princely State ruled by the
king Maharaja Hari Singh.
On 6th of October, 1947,
some  Muslim  tribes
supported by Pakistan
Government invaded
Kashmir with the sole
intention of  forcible
accession of Jammu and
Kashmir to Pakistan.
Maharaja Hari  Singh
immediately requested the
Government of India for
military help. Home minister
Patel’s trusted aide V P
Menon rushed to Srinagar
and had discussion with the
Maharaja. Maharaja Hari
Singh signed the instrument
of accession with India
which was immediately
accepted by the Governor
General of India, Lord
Mountbatten.

SK. Abdullah, Prime
Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, was kept in
detention and later released
by the Maharaja. Abdullah
approached Prime Minister
Nehru for more autonomy to
the State. Dr. B R AmbedKar,
principal drafter of the
Constitution had initially
refused to draft Art. 370.
With the continued
intervention of Nehru, Art.
370 was incorporated in the
Constitution only to grant
special status to Jammu and
Kashmir. Empowered by
Art.370, the Constituent

Assembly adopted the
Constitution of Jammu and
Kashmir on 17th

November,1956 which came
into force with effect from the
26th day of January,1957.
Thus Jammu and Kashmir
has become the only State
to have a separate
constitution within the
Union of India. The State
enjoys maximum autonomy
not enjoyed by other States.
Parliament cannot legislate
on subjects under
concurrent List. Residual
powers are vested in the
State Government. President
of India can declare
emergency in Jammu and
Kashmir only in case of war.
The provisions of the
Constitution of India in Part
IV( Directive principles) and
IVA( Fundamental Duties)
are not applicable in Jammu
and Kashmir. Our
Constitution has adopted
the concept of single
citizenship for the whole
country while the
Constitution of Jammu and
Kashmir defines a wonderful
concept of permanent
residency. The permanent
residents of Jammu and
Kashmir enjoy special rights
over property depriving the
people from other States.
Citizens of India from other
parts of the country cannot
buy land or other property
in J&K whereas a Kashmiri
can buy property in any
part of the country. The
period of Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly is fixed
at 6 years while for the rest
of India it is 5 years.

No doubt the Judges of
the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court are appointed by
the President of India in
accordance  with  the
provision laid down in the
Constitution of India. They
take oath to uphold the
Constitution of the State
instead of the Constitution
of India. The Jammu and
Kashmir High Court has no
power to declare any law
unconstitutional. Unlike its
counterparts in rest of the
country, the J&K High court
is not empowered to issue
Writs under Art. 226 of the
Constitution of India, except
in case of enforcement of
Fundamental Rights. Judges
from other High Courts
would not favour a transfer
to Kashmir to work in a
suffocating judicial
atmosphere.

To understand the
relations of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir with the
Union of India in its true

perspective, one has to
understand the Preamble to
the constitution of the State
of Jammu and Kashmir. The
Preamble reads-“WE THE
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
JAMMU AND KASHMIR
having solemnly resolved in
persuasion of the accession
of this State to India which
took place on the twenty
sixth day of October, 1947,
to further define the existing
relationship of the State with
the Union of India as an
integral part thereof and to
secure to ourselves..............
.’ Needless to say that the
preamble is the introduction
to the constitution and
clearly defines the
relationship with Union of
India. Article 3 of the
Constitution of J&K reads
as-The State of Jammu and
Kashmir is and shall be an
integral part of the Union of
India. The Constitution also
made elaborate arrangement
for the Pak occupied area of
the State. Art.48 recognized
24 assembly seats for POK
which will remain vacant till
Pakistan  ceases  the
“occupation”. It is crystal
clear that the State of J&K
including the area under
occupation of Pakistan is an
integral part of India. Some
critics in the country mostly
intellectuals with left ideals
are in doubt as to the
accession of J&K. Mere
reading of the Preamble
followed by a bare perusal
of Art. 3 and 48 of the
Constitution of J&K, T bet,
will remove their unfounded
doubt.

Art. 370 of the
Constitution of India has
extended greater autonomy
to the State of J&K with
minimal jurisdiction of the
Union Government.
Adoption of the state
constitution is the corollary
to Art. 370. The Union
Government cannot interfere
in the affairs of the State
even in case of breakdown
of law and order machinery.
Emergency for that reason
cannot be declared in the
State. The State has a
separate Flag which also
encourages the separatists.
The Right to Education is
not applicable in the State
where education is the prime
need of the hour. Most of
the people living in the
Kashmir valley are quite
ignorant of the provision of
Art. 3 of the State
Constitution which finally
settled the undesirable
question of Kashmir’s
accession to India. The
separatists in the valley, time
and again, points to the
Instrument of Accession
signed by the Maharaja Hari
Singh which was no doubt
a temporary and transitional
step. But they, taking
advantage of the ignorance
of the gullible masses,
wilfully ignored the relevant
provisions of the State
Constitution drafted and
adopted by the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

A moot question arises
as to whether Art. 370 can
be abrogated? Art. 370 of
the Constitution of India
can be abrogated under Art.
370(3) which states that the
President of India may
declare that Art.370 shall
cease to be operative but in
doing SO, the
recommendation of the
Constituent Assembly of
the State shall be necessary.
At the moment, Constituent
Assembly is defunct and
there stands no alternative
provision in this respect.
Perhaps the disputable
Article may be removed by
an amendment of the
Constitution of India itself
which appears to be a
herculean task for the
Government. Any attempt
to disturb the present
constitutional set up in
Jammu and Kashmir may
further encourage the
separatists. We do hope
Government will maintain
status-quo and wait for the
glorious morning.

(The author is a Retired
District Judge)
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“We can bring positive energy into our
daily lives by smiling more, talking to
strangers in line, replacing handshakes
with hugs, and calling our friends just to
tell them we love them.”

--- Brandon Jenner
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The Bihar drama
BIHAR Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has changed
sides again. He left the NDA led by the BJP after an
alliance of 17 years. He was Railway Minister at the
Centre and the Bihar Chief Minister in alliance with
the BJP. He could not reconcile himself to Narendra

Modi's political orientation. He called for a Sangh-
mukta Bharat. Nitish joined the tainted Laloo Prasad
and the Congress to form a ministry. A
mahagathbandhan was tied on the plank of

secularism. Nitish has since then stressed the

importance of secularism and social justice. He was
at loggerheads with BJP Chief Amit Shah. He was
even projected as an alternative Prime Minister. Has
the CBI FIR against Tejaswi Yadav cancelled out all

that?

The Nitish-BJP government which has now been

sworn in has not been elected by the people of Bihar.
Is the alliance for good governance or for the sake
office? But of course the split with the RID and then
the Congress is significant. It was considered a model
for Opposition unity. One suspects that the split has

been caused by sheer opportunity. At the same time,

Laloo's refusal to come to terms with the political
scene is relevant. The BJP under Modi has stood
for individual merit and probity in public life. Nitish's
political record is also blameless. Laloo definitely
tried to feather his son's assets. He is notoriously

corrupt.

The Bihar scene shows up the tactical acumen of
the BJP's political managers. They lose no time in

cashing in on political flux and form governments.

Goa and Manipur came first. Now Bihar is a big

catch.

LOOKING BACK

April 26, 1989

Twenty-three burnt alive, 150
injured in fire

Twenty three people
were burnt alive and 150
injured when the VIP
enclosure caught
fireduring a march past
atJamshedpur Tata's 150
thbirth anniversary
functionhere today.

Most of thevictims were
women andrelatives of
TISCO officials sitting in
the enclosure,packed to a
more than 1,000 capacity.

TISCO chairman and
managing director Mr Russi

Modi told newsmen that
allthe injured were admitted
tothe Tata main hospital
where the condition ofmany
was stated to beserious.
Unconfirmed
reports,hower, pout the
death tol at 30, Mr Modi
said the firewas first noticed
by sub-divisional officer, Mr
J R K Rao at the "Gold
gallery"where the officials
alongwith members of their
families were witnessing
thecolourful function.

Nitish Kumar has acted as per BJP script

Tejaswi issue was a
ploy to ditch alliance

Now there is no more
ambiguity. The closely
guarded secret was out on
Wednesday in the public
domain with Nitish
announcing his decision to
break the mahagathbandhan
and going to the BJP fold. It
was not only the charges of
corruption against the
deputy chief minister
Tejaswi that in fact made
Nitish to crash the
mahagathbandhan of
secular forces; instead it was
the nasty political scheming
by the BJP that made him part
company with Lalu Yadav.

For last couple of months
conjectures were being
made in the political circles
and among the politically
conscious people of Bihar
about the reasons for Nitish
Kumar planning to sever
relations with his one time
elder brother Lalu Yadav and
wrecking the grand alliance.
While Nitish blamed Lalu
Yadav and his style of
functioning as the real villain
for forcing him to take the
decision to quit the
government and also the
mahagathbandhan, the
people of Bihar by now had
come to know of the actual
reason for his parting of
ways.

An astute politician,
Nitish Kumar had fallen
victim to the politics of
bullying and his quitting the
mahagathbandhan was the
price he ultimately had to
pay. Though whispers were
there in the political as well
as in legal circles about
Nitish being named as an
important accused in a
murder case which had taken
place some years back in his
home area, it got revealed just
ahead of Nitish announcing
his resignation. In the case,
section 302 of the IPC was
slapped on him. For some
time the case had been
raising its ugly head. Scared
of this situation, Nitish had
no other way out but to
depend on the generous
help of the union
government.

Though the CBI had filed
an FIR against Tejaswi, it
was certainly not so serious
s development to make a
strong case to seek his
resignation as the deputy
chief minister. But an
impression was created in
Bihar that this was the major
hindrance in the path of the
smooth functioning of the
government. The situation
will improve and normalcy
would return only after

By Arun Srivastava

Tejaswi put in his paper.
What was quite intriguing
in the entire controversy is
that Nitish at no stage
asked for his resignation.
Instead other leaders and
spokespersons of JD(U)
raised the heat.

Yesterday's
development makes it
explicit that Nitish must not
have succeeded in his
mission had he not painted
Tejaswi and Lalu as the
villains. The alacrity with
which Nitish moved made
it crystal clear that he was
acting according to the
script written of course by
the BJP leadership.
However the fact that he
would smash the alliance
on  Wednesday  was
known. He was waiting for
Ram Nath Kovind to take
over the office of President.
There were apprehensions
that his predecessor
Pranab Mukherjee might
not have allowed this to
happen.

The BJP was in fact
ready with its action plan.
It lost no time to swing into
action and seize the
moment. No sooner Nitish
came out of Patna's Raj
Bhavan after submitting
his resignation, the BJP
Parliamentary Board met
and took the decision to
join the new government
under Nitish. Senior BJP
leader J P Nadda came out
of the meeting and declared
that the party was "not in
favour of a midterm poll in
Bihar". It took only a few
moments after Nitish's
resignation for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
come out in his support
and tweet:
"Congratulations to Nitish
Kumarji for joining the
fight against corruption.
One twenty five crore
people welcome and
support the honesty... The
need of the hour is for a
joint fight against
corruption, rising above
the political differences for
the bright future of the
country, especially Bihar."

The RSS and BJP had
hatched up the conspiracy
long back. They were sure
that with the
mahagathbandhan in
power in Bihar their going
would be really tough
during the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. Lalu will emerge as
the focal point in the Hindi

heartland. It will even have
adverse bearing in Uttar
Pradesh. Once it is finished,
even a person like Mamata
Banerjee would be
weakened. They were
working on the plot to wreck
the mahagathbandhan.

They were confident of
fixing Lalu once the
mahagathbandhan is out of
power. It would not come as
a surprise if the CBI, ED and
other prosecuting agencies
intensify their assault on
Lalu in the coming days. The
best recourse for the Sangh
to immobilize Lalu and keep
him out of active politics is
to get him more involved in
legal tangles. This would
provide opportunity and
space for the BJP and RSS to
act and maneuver the
political scenario.

The outburst of Congress
vice president, Rahul Gandhi
must be seen in this
backdrop. It is widely known
that he has a soft corner for
Nitish and sees him as a
gentleman politician. But he
was forced to say that Nitish
has betrayed him. This
manifests the nature and
amount of Nitish losing
goodwill. Little doubt this
move of Nitish has been an
act of revenge. He was
playing the game of tit for tat
only for the reason that the
Congress refused to accept
and elevate him to the rank
of leader of the united
opposition. But for this no
one but Nitish is to blame.
He lost his credibility by
supporting some of Modi's
actions. He tried to sail on
two boats at the same time.

It is not that Lalu is
unaware of the designs of the
Sangh and BJP. This is the
reason that he has been
pushing his son Tejaswi to
the front and projecting him
as the heir apparent. Nitish
and BJP mounting their
attack on Tejaswi ought to
be seen in this perspective.
For BJP crushed in Bihar
barely 20 months ago
despite being resurgent
across the country, joining
the government there with
JD(U) is a massive
psychological and
sociological gain.

Lalu was absolutely right
when he said "There had
been a setting with the BJP."
When someone asked Nitish
if he could go with BJP, he
did not say no. It clearly
suggests BJP setting. The

PM's congratulatory tweet
followed to prove my
point. I knew about this
case for long but had kept
quiet. How can he ask for
Tejaswi's  resignation
when he faces such a
serious case as murder
that entails life
imprisonment and capital
sentence?"

Once Nitish was
considered as the only
potential challenger of
Modi - one who is
untainted with charges of
political corruption or
nepotism-but his
eccentric actions cost him
dearly and in the existing
scenario there are no
takers for him. BJP has
lapped him up only to
serve its gains and
interests. Nitish and BJP
might appear gainers in
the present scenario but in
the long run they would
ultimately prove to be
losers. Already the general
mood is in favour of Lalu
and Tejaswi and once Lalu
is convicted and goes to
jail, Bihar will become
waterloo for BJP and
Nitish as the popular
mood will swell in favour
of him. Already the people
from Yadav community
and OBC castes have
started saying that BJP,
the party of the upper
castes and Nitish have
been victimizing Lalu
without no proof and
tangible reason.

Nitish significantly
does not have mass
support. Neither the non-
Yadav OBCs and poor
sections follow him nor do
the Dalits repose their
trust in him. This is yet
another reason that he is
the darling of the RSS and
BJP. They know that
Nitish cannot be potential
challenger to their
hegemony. One thing is
absolutely clear; Nitish will
have to do a lot of
explaining. Signs are
already visible on the
streets of Patna. People
have refused to accept his
volte-face in a lighter vein.
They recall what Nitish
had said after the grand
alliance was formed. While
announcing the list of
candidates in Patna on
September 24, 2015, Nitish
had said: "RSS is like the
Supreme Court for BJP.
BJP talks about
development, but does
the politics of dividing...
be it in the name of caste
or religion." (IPA Service)

TOTHE EDITOR

Time to say
goodbye to
Parliamentary
Secretaries!

Editor,

On July 26 last, the
Supreme Court has declared
as 'unconstitutional" the
Assam Parliamentary
Secretaries (Appointment,
Salaries, Allowances and
Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 2004, by which the state
had appointed 8
Parliamentary Secretaries to
circumvent Article 164 (1A)
of the Constitution which
provided that the size of the
Council of Ministers in a
state should not exceed 15
per cent of the total
Assembly strength. Going
by the ruling of the Supreme
Court, should the
Meghalaya Parliamentary
Secretaries (Appointment,
Salaries, Allowances and
Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment) Act, 2016 and
its  principal  act-the
Meghalaya Parliamentary
Secretaries (Appointment,
Salaries, Allowances and
Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 2005 also not be
considered
"unconstitutional" and
become null and void?
Under the pretext of this Act,
which was notified and
published in the Gazette of
Meghalaya Extra-Ordinary
issue, dated 27th September,

2016, Meghalaya
government has appointed
18 Parliamentary Secretaries
in addition to 12 Cabinet
Ministers  which  runs
contrary to the Constitution
91st Amendment Act 2003,
and which restricts the
ministry size of small states
like Meghalaya to just 12.
Will the Government of

Meghalaya act
spontaneously to do away
with the post of

Parliamentary Secretaries
which is anyway an
unnecessary burden to the
state's limited coffer, without
the need of the High Court/
Supreme Court to intervene
or has someone has to
approach these Courts?
Yours etc.
Dr. Lakhan Kma
Shillong-4

Needed a
futuristic
tourism policy!

Editor,

Readers will agree in to-
to with Patricia Mukhim's
article highlighting the
dangers of a weak and an
uncharted tourism industry
this state is seeing in these
last few years. months. Her
article, "Meghalaya Tourism
Turns Freakish "(ST July 28,
2017) reflects the apathy of
the state government,
especially those at the helm
of the tourism department.
They are blind to the reality

and dangers of over-hyping
the state tourism when
community infrastructure,
traffic management,
sanitation and other aspects
connected to the hospitality
sector are at breaking point.
We hear people talking the
'Sikkim Model' whereas what
we have here is absolutely
ZERO. The Crowborough
Hotel adjacent to the old
Assembly building is a
classic showpiece of how an
inexperienced businessman
with no knowledge of the
hotel sector fails to complete
it. Another white elephant in
the making is the so-called
Marriot Hotel standing tall
without much news about
its completion. So are the
pathetic roads with holes
big and small in and around

the city. They speak
volumes of the PWD
department and its

contractors. Is this how we
love our visitors to travel
around the city. Too many
hawkers, overcrowding of
tourists spots and lack of
cohesive planning has made
this state more like a fish
market rather than a tourist
destination. When places
like Mawlynnong,
Shnongpdeng, Sohra etc
lose their sheen what will be
left will only be crumbs.
Before it is too late and
things come to a virtual
collapse the State Tourism
Department and tourism
strategists should start
working out a strong but
vibrant tourism policy and

not a half-baked policy.
Yours etc...
Dominic S.Wankhar
Shillong

Diversity
India’s forte

Editor,

This is in response to
Ananya S Guha's article,
"One language; many
languages : Harmony and
disharmony" (ST, July 27,
2017). Our national unity
can only be effected by
respecting our diversity.
There exists a wide range
of culinary tastes ~ from
pork to beef. There are
many languages from Tamil
to Gujarati. So the policy of
introducing pan - Indian
dishes and a national
language might hinder
national progress, which is
well represented by the
Ashok Chakra with 24
spokes at the centre of our
multi - colour national flag.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Criticism the

soul of
democracy

Editor,

Apropos the letter to the
editor, "Stop interfering" by
one J Lamare (ST, July 25,
2017), since the comments

and criticisms were directed
primarily at the leaders of the
BJP, it is up to the Party
leadership in Meghalaya or the
central leaders/
spokespersons to reply to
them. However, as a citizen, 1
wish to state that freedom of

expression by way of
comments, criticisms or
dissent  expressed by

individuals, groups, NGOs or
political parties is guaranteed
by the Constitution of India.
When they (Nalin Kohli,
Himanta Biswa Sarma or
others) criticize the
performance of the MUA
Government in Meghalaya led
by Dr. Mukul Sangma or they
point out how he conducts
himself as the CM of
Meghalaya, they are well
within their rights to do so.
Their criticism is premised on
the fact that governance in
Meghalaya has faltered under
the leadership of Dr Sangma.

Many issues raised
publicly by the BJP leaders are
correct but the people of
Meghalaya have chosen to
keep mum over these issue.
People of Meghalaya know
and see the ills that are going
on under the governance of
the Congress led MUA
government but we all keep
quiet. This has encouraged
bad governance in the last ten
years. If we, ourselves, dare
not raise our voices against
the ills that happen before our
eyes then what right do we
have to find fault with people
who raise their voices against
those ills? In fact, we should

be thankful to them for
doing the job that we
should have done! It is this
conspiracy of silence that
allows every government
that rules this state to do
whatever they like because
the people of Meghalaya
are too docile and tolerant
to protest against mal-
governance
Conversely, anyone
from Meghalaya can
criticise the President of
India, the Prime Minister,
any central minister, any
chief minister of any state
in India if we see that they
are not doing the right thing
or if they misgovern. So
whether Nalin Kohli or
Himanta Sarma or anyone
else criticizes the CM of
Meghalaya  for  his
commissions and
omissions, they are well
within their rights to do so.
Why should we judge
everything from the political
angle alone or accuse them
of playing politics or brand
them as interfering in the
affairs of another state? The
affairs of our state should
have been dealt by us, but
we failed to do our part as
vigilant citizens. That is the
pity. We may belong to one
party or the other but we
cannot afford to keep quiet
when we see that our party
leaders or our party men or
our government is doing
wrong and wicked things.
Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Viaemail

PPP in district hospitals

NITIAYOG
plan unhealthy

By Shivaji Sarkar

Health has remained an
issue for decades. Out-of-
pocket expenses, the
euphemism for increasing
individual spending on
seeking health assistance is
eroding incomes. Public
health care unfortunately
has remained in unenviable
state.

Amidst this the NITI
Ayog (NY) has pitched for
public private partnership
(PPP) model to improve
health services in the
country against the back
drop of dismal performance
of public hospitals at district
level. In other words, it
suggests virtual handing
over the district hospitals
built by State governments
to private sector for 30 years,
two generations!

District hospitals just
after primary health centres
are health spots. Despite the
State governments
spending, hospital services
have not improved the way
these should. The high
population, despite its
dividend in some areas, is a
deficit in health.
Infrastructure is over-
burdened and India faces the
twin epidemic of continuing
and emerging infectious
diseases as well as chronic
degenerative diseases.

Economic deprivation in
a large segment of
population results in poor
access to health care.
Unwary of facilities there is
high non-utilisation of
scanty health services and
increase in avoidable risk
factors. India faces high
burden of disease because
of lack of environmental
sanitation and safe drinking
water, under-nutrition, poor
living conditions, and limited
access to preventive and
curative health services.

Expenditure on health by
the Government continues
to be low. It is not viewed as
an investment but rather as
a dead loss. States under
financial constraints cut
health budgets. Growth in
national income by itself is
not enough, if the benefits
do not manifest themselves
in the form of more food,
better access to health and
education.

The NY's prescription for
handing over even the
rudimentary public services
to the private sector is
apparently a desperate
move. It is based on the
premise that the State is
unable to invest and there
has to be a system even at
public cost. The NY
possibly has not taken into
account that private sector
involvement adds to the
cost of delivery and further
burdens the people with
additional expenses draining
their resources.

In the mid-1990s, the
Planning Commission came
out with a view that any
services being availed by an
individual from government
departments was to be
considered an income. This
was a move to bring down
the number of people below
poverty line. It might have
improved the statistics or
not but it certainly did not
help conceal the reality.

The nation thus has been
reinventing the wheel for a
long time. In between the rise
of the insurance industry
has led to another situation.
Those having medi-claims
are billed too high against
the normal costs. The
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBM) has helped
the poor to an extent but it
has not been able to make
the health care universal.

The malaise of the sector
is deep and complex. The
pharmaceutical industry, it
has become obvious, has
been fleecing the people.
The way public and NDA
government's moves
brought down the prices of
several drugs and
equipment, including heart
stents and other overpriced
medical aid, is a testimony
that the industry is more
interested in its profits than
the welfare of the people.

This is a global trend. In the
US, the industry is acting
against the Obamacare.

Thus opening up public
district hospitals to the
private industry would
change the shape of health
care is a bit over-
expectation. In many cases,
where such liaison was tried
to be established, it was
found not only in India but
elsewhere that it ended up
in benefitting the private
sector and the costs to the
care-seekers  increased
manifold.

Thus despite possible
good intention, the NY
apparently has given a quick
draft to solve the deep-
rooted problem, which is
how to raise the finances for
this critically important
sector. Any ailment leads to
losses to the suffering
people -- the high costs of
treatment and wage loss.

The sector needs large
funding. According to the
Union Budget 2017, the
allocation for Health
Ministry for 2017-18 is Rs
47,352.51 crore in
comparison to allocation in
2016-17 of Rs 37,061.55
crore, an increase of 27.76
per cent from previous year.
The revised allocation for
2016-17 was Rs 38,343.33
crore. But this was above
the 20 per cent cut in
budgetary allocation in
2014-15 due to fiscal strains.

States also add to this.
But it is too inadequate for
the 125 crore people.
Compared to even the road
sector the allocations are too
little. In 2015-16, expenses
for the road sector were from
Central Road Fund (CRF)
collections of Rs 69,809 crore
in 2015-16 and Rs 54787.21
crore from 2012 to 2015. The
CAG noted burdening
users of Rs 28361 crore
while providing benefits to
private parties by fixing a
longer concession period.

The CAG said the NHAI
failed to fulfill the role
assigned to it by the
government and provided
undue benefits to three
large corporate. That is the
crux. The benefits in a PPP
model go to the so-called
service providers. Health is
too delicate a sector. The
NY's proposal to link it to
PPP is fraught with danger.
The leakages are likely to be
large and benefits
negligible.

India has an abysmal
doctor-patient ratio.
Regulation of medical
colleges emphasises more
on curbs in supply than on
ensuring that doctors with
a licence to practice are of a
minimum quality. Such
irrational restrictions need
to go. Unless India
produces more doctors,
whether for the public or
private sector, healthcare
delivery will not improve.

The NY draft is faulted
for another reason. It has
not done the study at the
ground level. Before coming
out with the draft, it should
have studied the conditions
and done surveys in 100
districts having hospitals
and primary health centres
(PHC). The people should
have been asked about their
needs, problems and
expectations. The number of
users at any government
hospital is high and so is the
workload on the skeletal
medical staff, even at
medical colleges set up in
remote districts of UP,
including the VIP district of

Kannauj.
The NY should not
suggest simplistic

solutions. It needs to redo a
holistic study on the health
system all over the country.
Different States have
different experiences and
needs. The model has to be
State specific and not
omnibus. No way can it be a
PPP model to burden the
users. ---INFA
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Man-tiger
conflict in
Sundarbans
drops, Pritha
Lahiri
reports

hile less human lives are lost

from tiger attacks now the big

cat population is not declining

in the Sundarbans National

Park (SNP), the world’s biggest
mangrove forest and genepool and UN heritage-
listed natural wonder, say officials of the West
Bengal forest department.

Not all incidents of tiger attacks do not reach
the mainstream media. But the one that made
headlines was when a villager who was crab fish-
ing in June 2014 was snatched away from a fish-
ing boat by a tiger as his children looked on
helplessly.

Sushil Manjhi was crab-fishing with his son and
daughter when the tiger leaped aboard the boat
and preyed on him, dragging him into the man-
grove swamp and then disappeared with his body.

While stories of man-animal conflict abounds,
the Park authorities say they carry out meticulous
conservation efforts. A 96-km-long nylon net has
been strung across the village-forest interface to
prevent straying of the beast into human habita-
tion.

"We carry out extensive awareness campaigns
among locals to dissuade them from going into the
core area," says Nilanjan Mallick, Chief Conser-
vator of Forest and Field Director, Sunderbans
Tiger Reserve.

"SNP is the only forest in India where no human
habitation has been allowed," he adds.

Not just that, intensive patrolling is carried out
in the buffer and core areas and at strategic loca-
tions in the park that was brought under the Indian
Wildlife Protection Act in 1973. The patrolling is
as much to contain man from venturing into the
restricted area as to ward off poachers — a major
threat to the striped beast.

The Sunderbans National Park, located at the
South Eastern tip of the South and North 24 Para-
ganas districts in West Bengal, got its name from
one of the mangrove plants known as Sundari
(Heritiera minor).

The Sundarbans are a part of the world's largest
delta formed by the rivers Ganges, Brahmaputra
and Meghna. Sundarbans is a vast area covering
4262 sgkm in India alone, with a larger portion in
Bangladesh. The 2,585 sq km of the Indian Sun-

B ARoyal Bengal tiger and (below)
get ready to start the day. Photos: Dibyendu Ash
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darbans forms the largest Tiger Reserve and Na-
tional Park in India.

It mainly consists of mangrove forests. The core
area of the park has its own natural boundaries
with the river Matla on its west, the Haribhanga
on its east and the Netidhopani and the Gosba in
the north.

Sunderbans tigers are a little smaller and slim-
mer than those elsewhere in India but remain ex-
tremely powerful and are infamous for destroying
small wooden boats. They are not the only big cats
who live close to humans though.

The locals and government officials take cer-
tain precautions to prevent attacks. Local fisher-
men will say prayers and perform rituals to the
forest goddess Bonbibi before setting out on ex-
peditions.

Invocations to the tiger god Dakshin Rai are
also considered a necessity by the local populace
for safe passage throughout the Sundarbans area.

Fishermen and bushmen originally created
masks made to look like faces to wear on the back
of their heads because tigers always attack from
behind.

Even at the rate of 50-60 kills per year, humans
would provide only about 3 per cent of the yearly
food requirements for the tiger population of the
Sundarbans. Thus humans are only a supplement

to the tiger's diet, not the primary food source.

This does not mean that the notoriety associ-
ated with this area is unfounded. Even if only 3
percent of a tiger's diet is human meat, that still
amounts to the tiger killing and eating about one
person per year, given the amount of food a tiger
typically eats.

Villagers in the area have agreed to occasion-
ally release livestock into the forest in order to
provide an alternative food source for the tigers
and discourage them from entering the villages.
The government has agreed to subsidise the proj-
ect to encourage village participation. "The
human death rate has dropped significantly due to
better management techniques and fewer people
are killed each year," Mallick maintained.

"No illegal entry is allowed. Neither is en-
croachment encouraged," he specified.

The efforts have brought in two-fold results.
Human casualty has decreased and the number of
tigers has increased.

Before modern times, Sundarbans were said to
"regularly kill 50-60 people a year". The number
has drastically slumped to three kills a year now,
according to statistics.

On the brighter side the number of tiger has
registered an upswing.

According to Mallick, camera trappings carried

The locals and government officials take certain pre-
cautions to prevent attacks. Local fishermen will say
prayers and perform rituals to the forest goddess
Bonbibi before setting out on expeditions.

The four Sunderbans National Park have been
lumped together as they all share common features
of the estuarine mangrove ecosystem.The park area

is divided into two ranges. Each range is further sub-
divided into beats

out in 2015-16 showed their number at more than
86. “This number though does not include cubs
and sub-adults,” the Chief Conservator said.

Despite all efforts some people do sneak in, he
rued.

Apart from poaching, which has been consid-
erably contained, threat to the king of the jungle
comes from another quarter.

"The tiger may slowly lose its habitat as the rise
in sea level because of global warming may
swamp land," Mallick warned.

The four Sunderbans National Park have been
lumped together as they all share common fea-
tures of the estuarine mangrove ecosystem.

The park area is divided into two ranges. Each
range is further sub-divided into beats.

The park also has floating watch stations and
camps to protect the property from poachers.

The delta also harbours large reptiles like the
Monitor Lizard, Estuarine Crocodile and the
Olive Ridley Turtle, for which there is a conser-
vation programme in the Indian park. The Leop-
ard, Indian Rhinoceros, Javan Rhinoceros,
Swamp Deer, river terrapin, Ganga river dolphin,
hawksbill turtle, Hog Deer and Water Buffalo
have all become locally extinct from the delta in
recent decades.

It is also home to a variety of bird, reptile and

invertebrate species.

The present Sundarban National Park was de-
clared as the core area of Sundarban Tiger Re-
serve in 1973 and a wildlife sanctuary in 1977.
On May 4, 1984 it was declared a National Park.
It is a UNESCO world heritage site inscripted in
1987. It is considered as a World Network of
Biosphere Reserve (Man and Biosphere Reserve)
in 2001.

The natural environment and coastal ecosystem
of this Biosphere Reserve and World Heritage
Site is under threat of physical disaster due to un-
scientific and excessive human interference. Con-
servation and environmental management plan
for safeguarding this unique coastal ecology and
ecosystem is urgently required.

SNP also offers exciting boating facility. Boat
rentals for Sundarban from Godhkhali on a per
day basis is available. Well equipped modern
boats with sitting capacity on the deck for 60 per-
sons and overnight stay facility in the boat for a
maximum of eight persons are available. Meals
are provided on board. The charges are Rs 600 per
person per night.

Navigational direction is the sole discretion of
the boat crew as cruising in the Sundarbans is de-
pendent upon the timings of tide and avoiding
shallow rivers and creeks. (IBNS-TWF)

Study

By Ratan Bhattacharjee

arginalised sections were always on

the periphery and distanced from the

power centres. Marginalised are the

‘depressed classes’ and it has similar
connotations like that of Dalits. The very terms
‘marginalised’ or ‘Dalits’ give a sub-human status
to the poor people who are always kept outside the
Hindu social order.

Now the subaltern communities found a new
name by coming together with the perspective of
the Fourth World Literature. The term ‘margin-
alised’ rejects the sub-human status imposed on
the poor people by the Hindu social order.

In the tribal belt of India this maginalisation is
prominently visible and in two writers the
renowned novelist from West Bengal Mahasweta
Devi and eminent poet from Meghalaya Biswajit
Nandi, we see conscious efforts for focusing the
woes of these less equal people and their writings
become a study in angst.

The poet-editor from Tura, Biswajit Nandi,
Ambedkar Excellency National Awardee 2012
brought to life the experience of Garo Hills. His
poetry for the marginalised sections of people of
Meghalaya was deeply rooted in inequality which
causes insecurity, injustice and exploitation.

He created awareness about Dalits through his
writings published in many literary periodicals of
New Delhi, West Bengal, Assam, Andaman,
Jharkhand, Tripura, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Mumbai and also in the tribal belts of
Bangladesh.

Some of the important writers specialised in

in Angst:

voicing the pangs of the marginalized in literature
are: Namdeo Dhasal, DayaPawar, Arjun Dangle,
Rabi Singh, BasudevSunani and many more who
theorised the struggle of the poor people. But Ma-
hasweta Devi is amazingly voicing the oppression
that the tribes face in India.In all the works of Ma-
hasweta Devi, social activism remains as a domi-
nant theme.

These concerns can be seen in the works such
as AranyerAdhikar (Rights of the Forest),
NairhiteMegh (Clouds in the Southwestern Sky),
BashaiTudu, Of Women, Outcasts, Peasants and
Rebels, Dust on the Road and a number of articles
published in various newspapers and magazines.
Mahasweta Devi’s social activism took concrete
shape in 1965 when she visited Palamau, a remote
and impoverished district in Bihar whom she calls
“a mirror of tribal India”.

Moving from place to place on foot she wit-
nessed the savage impact on indigenous society of
landlordism, a despoiled environment, debt
bondage and utter state neglect. In India’s other
tribal districts she subsequently the same dismal
conditions.

Mahasweta Devi’s Mother of 1084 concentrates
on the issues of exploitation and marginalisation
as long continuing socio-historical process embed-
ded in social and cultural practices, a focus on the
interlocking structures of oppression, the criss-
cross of multiple hierarchies of class, caste and
gender.

Mother of 1084 emerges as a loud voice of the
marginalised people and their fights against op-
pression and exploitation in both shorter and
longer terms. She creates the heroic character of

Margina

Mahasweta Devi's
Mother of 1084 concen-
trates on the issues of
exploitation and
marginalisation as long
continuing socio-his-
torical process

Brati Chatterjee who works as a connecting chord
because through him the marginalised are united
to involve themselves in a fight against exploita-
tion and oppression.

Samik Bandopadhyay’s translation of Ma-
hasweta Devi’s Mother of 1084 has been looked
upon as a communist manifesto, but it could well
be translated as a study in angst.

GP Deshpande in his anthology on Indian Eng-
lish Drama introduces the play with a brief note:
“Mahasweta Devi, very eminent writer of fiction,
has been active with tribals of West Bengal and
Bihar. In this play she looks at the urban
“bhadrolok” Bengal in the context of the rising
people’s movement. She offers us a view of poli-
tics which is both moving and disturbing.”

Mahasweta, in fact does much more. She makes
a vehement protest against the manner in which
people generally stay, or pretend to stay, unper-
turbed and complacent at a time when society
stands on the brink of a crisis.

isation in India

The facade of nonchalance is not only targeted,
but it is challenged in the play. Mother of 1084 is
a dramatization of Mahasweta’s Bangla novel
Hajar Chaurashir Ma, in which she provides a doc-
umentation of the Naxalite Movement of the sev-
enties.

This was an important aspect of the political cli-
mate of West Bengal, now Pashchimbanga. The
Naxalites raised their voice against the established
order, and fought for the cause of the poor, ex-
ploited by the landlords, industrialists and bureau-
crats. The oppressive and inflexible attitude of
these highhanded men forced a group of young
men to take up the cudgels against them. The re-
volt of the farmers of Naxalbari added fuel to the
smouldering sense of resentment against capitalist
economy.

Biswajit Nandi stressed on communication
among the marginalised people and in hi opinion
langauge is no bar. His poems outlined the vision
and roadmap for development of Dalits not only
in Meghalaya but all over the country. He at-
tempted to voice in poetry what Mahasweta Devi
did in her novels.

He edits the vernacular magzine ‘Milan’ which
is a great venture in spreading awareness regard-
ing Dalit life. His poetic efforts got recognition
and he has been honoured with number of awards
from India and Bangladesh. He received the pres-
tigious Michael Madhusudan Award for his poetry
collection in 2013, International Matri Bhasa
Award, Dhaka in 2011.

These awards are only recognition of his com-
mitment to the cause of Dalit life in the tribal belt
of India. His journal has a huge readership both

within and beyond the boundaries of India.

Dalits in Meghalaya and in North East regions
are mostly Christians who suffer daily oppres-
sions.

John Webster writes in Religious and Dalit Li-
Iberation: “Although they form a majority of the
Christian community, they have been an oppressed
majority.”

Like other Dalits, Christian Dalits live in a
caste-based society and their conversion did not
change their fate. Conversion to Christianity did
not warrant redemption from discrimination and
untouchability which only means that they are
doubly marginalised. Dalit writers should keep
writing on the Christian dalits too as they consti-
tute a huge population in the tribal area.

They are excluded from reservation system. Ac-
cording to Godwin Shiri the famous Christian
Dalit writer they are not only deprived of sched-
uled caste benefits but also of other benefits meant
for other backward classes. New writers should
voice against cultural subjugation and political
marginalisation of Dalits including Christian va-
riety.

Marginalty is an experience that affects millions
of people throughout India. People who are mar-
ginalised have relatively little control over their
social cultural and political lives. This results in
making them handicapped in delving contribution
to society. It has serious impact on development
of human beings as well as society at large.

(The author is Associate Professor and Head
of the Post Graduate Department of English,
Dum Dum Motijheel College, Kolkata)
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What do you need
to be employable

By Ranjan K Baruah

employability skills and its importance.

In today’s edition we are publishing more
about such skills which are needed to be em-
ployed.

Basic Academic Skills: Many people say
that academic skills are not needed to become
successful. But the fact is academic is impor-
tant. One may not get good marks but more
educated or academically strong means more
chances of getting employed and getting pro-
motion. Some jobs need strong academic
skills or performance.

Though the academic skill level required
for some jobs may be low, basic academic
skills are still essential for high job perform-
ance. These include the ability to listen, un-
derstand and carry out instructions, ability to
record and relay information, ability to re-
spond properly and ability to complete basic
mathematical computations accurately.

In the last edition we had mentioned about
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Employability
Skills ~ IT

Creativity/Thinking Skills: It is important
to have these skills to be equipped in the job
market and move ahead of the peers. In
today’s competitive world, it is important to
have creativity and ability to think and think
critical to be successful or to be employed.

Personal qualities: People with good per-
sonal skills have self confidence in themselves
and deal with others honestly and openly, dis-
playing respect for themselves, their co-work-
ers, clients and customers regardless of other
people’s diversity and individual differences.
They have a positive attitude and take the ini-
tiative to learn new things to get the job done
and take responsibility for their actions. They
also have the ability to set goals and priorities
in their work and personal lives so that re-
sources of time, money, etc., are conserved
and managed better.

Though there are many employability skills

but some of them are communication, deci-
sion making, problem solving, conflict man-
agement and team work, etc. However
employability assets are attitude, motivation,
confidence, lifelong learning, reliability, self
responsibility and presentation. Poor employ-
ability skills lead to unemployment or under
employment. Every student must prepare well
to know about the employability skills and ac-
quire them since school or college days.

Students must start to learn the employa-
bility skills once they in colleges or any
higher education institutions. The sad part is
that many of our graduates are not aware of
the present job market and hence they make
mistake by taking admission in courses
which are widely advertised.

Widely advertised courses may not give a
good placement as we are aware that credible
institution does not make much publicity. I
would appeal students mostly from arts back-
ground to learn more about the employability
skills else getting a well paid job would be
mere dream.

Every student may learn the skills when
they wish to do so. One needs to have a plan-
ning and start learning the required skills and
practice them accordingly. Remember none
is perfect in the initial stage; it is only about
our constant practice and perseverance that
brings success after certain period of time.

As we have published about the difference
between employment and employability, so,
students may learn the difference and plan for
their future for vibrant careers. Getting good
marks will not guarantee any job but good
marks and employability skill will make sure
that once gets good sustainable placement in
different sectors.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor and
can be reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or
9864055558 for any career related queries)

‘Never had to give up on
good film for theatre’

Do not ever mistake Saurabh
Shukla as any other Bollywood come-
dian. He is one of the finest actors in
Bollywood and his National Award for
his performance of the small court
judge in Jolly LLB is just a drop in the
ocean. Barff, a Hindi play directed
and written by Saurabh Shukla in
which he also plays one of the key
roles, is being staged successfully
across the country. In a one-to-one
with Shoma A Chatterji, Shukla
holds forth on theatre, cinema, acting
and the direction in which these cul-
tural worlds are flowing.

Tell us a little about the play Barff.
It is based on a short story by Ranjeet
Kapoor. I bought it to make a film but
when I got a call from Bharangam to
stage a play, I felt it could be turned
into a play. It is a very unusual play
produced by Ashvin Gidwani. Barffis
a thriller that covers the events of a
cold, snowy night in a village in Kash-
mir. [ play Dr. Siddhanth Kaul, who
comes to the aid of two desperate par-
ents of an ailing child persuaded by
the cabbie who is driving him around
to come and take a look at the child.

The press notes and ads tout the
play as a thriller. Why?

Thriller as a genre is not very popular
in Indian theatre. Thrillers are a great
medium to tell a story because they
not only provide you with an edge-of-
the-seat experience, but are more en-
gaging. But as you go along in Barff;
it moves much beyond the thriller
genre bringing across conflicting
questions of truth, reality and belief.

Since it is set in a small and deserted
village in Kashmir Valley, would
you call it a political play?

The story was not written with the
agenda of Kashmir’s politics. But I be-
lieve that a story is never free from the
politics of the land it is set in. At many
levels, the beliefs of the doctor and the
Kashmiri couple never meet on com-
mon ground. This brings out the larger
theme of ‘what is truth and what is il-
lusion’, something one need not travel
to Kashmir to learn. We are faced with
this question in our daily lives too.

As an actor and writer on stage and
on screen, what differences do you
find in these two media?

For me, a play and a film is the same
so far as the writing of it goes. A film
is written three times — once during
the scripting, once during the produc-
tion and once when it is being edited
on paper and later on film. For me,
theatre demands the same industry and
focus. So far as acting on stage goes,
for me the writer stopped the moment
I decided the story was good enough
to go on stage. I then had to think like
a director, how to amalgamate various
elements like set design and lighting
and visually translate the script. But in
theatre, actors play a huge role in in-
terpreting the larger picture, serving as
a micro-view to the subject. Switching
roles needed to be very fluid.

Why choose Kashmir of all places?
Barffwas originally set against a rainy
day in Malshej Ghat, which gets se-
cluded during the monsoons. But I felt
the story and characters demanded a
more-than-normal setting and exclu-
sive seclusion that would help con-
struct illusions, so I chose Kashmir.
Unlike everyone who lives in the
Kashmir Valley, the people in Maha-
rashtra do not have to face anxiety and
a fear of the unknown every minute of
their lives. I had travelled to Kashmir

for the shooting of a film. The local
people are as beautiful as the place is.
While I interacted with them, I could
sense volatility in them when it comes
to trust. Villages deserted by the in-
habitants in search of safer pastures
complemented the demands the story
made.

Why do theatre when an actor
already has a good demand in cin-
ema?

I never had to give up on a good film
role because of my preoccupation with
theatre. So when actors say that they
do not do theatre because it might
mean giving up on a meaty film role,
they are wrong. For films, I agree that
we are all busy actors and I am one of
them. Most of it comes from the pas-
sion we have for our work. We must
also earn from acting. But as actors,
theatre allows us to grow, to develop
and not to get stuck in the groove with
similar roles in umpteen films.

Has commercial cinema changed in
recent times?

Yes, of course it has. You have main-
stream films which have wonderful
stories and span a multiple of genres.
Films like Paan Singh Tomaar, Jolly

LLB, Neerja and Dangal are all main-
stream films made on big budgets with
big stars. But their storylines, treat-
ment and strategy do not fall within
the ‘mainstream’ as we know it. This
is a quality theatre already has grown
with.

What has your encounter with cin-
ema been before you stepped into it?
I grew up in Delhi in a musician’s
family. I grew up watching films like
Ben-Hur and was fascinated by the
works of Bimal Roy and Hrishikesh
Mukherjee. I often felt that we over do
emotions in our films. I don’t like hy-
perbolic cinema. The base has to be
realistic. I always remind myself from
where I started.

Appearance-wise, you do not fit into
the scheme of a film star. So, what
was your biggest challenge?

When I started my biggest fight was
that the industry should not consider
me a fat man on whom they can laugh.
Thankfully, they have not reduced me
to perform comedy. They have given
me all kinds of roles. People do not
take me because I am of certain
weight. They take me because I lend
certain weight to the story. (TWF)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, July 30, 2017

Moon opposite Uranus on your solar retum chart suggests a good year ahead.
The personal changes you make this year will provide you with a more
balanced and progressive lifestyle. To create more financial stability, it's time
to streamline and purge unnecessary expenses from your monthly budget.
Your talent for seeing both sides of an issue is admired by your peers, which
could put you in the position of advisor as well as therapist this year. Travel wil
be highlighted, so start a small savings account designated for a trip you're
planning. Adopt orange as your power color and add it fo your surroundings
to stir the imagination, as this color carries the power to open your mind to new
possibilities.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

Your efforts, confidence and courage bring success in monetary

gains and your energy increases for work projects. Your job

environment is lively. Domestic relationships and the home envi-

ronment tend to be harmonious and peaceful. This is a very self-
expressive time when you have lots of energy, but not necessar-
ily self-discipline to match. You express yourself creatively, through

activities with children, romantic hobbies, or sports when leamn-
ing, short trips, and other forms of communication and making
connections, appeal strongly. It is easier than usual to be sen-
sible about your diet, health, hygiene, and fitness needs.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
This period brings love, harmony and entertainment in profes-
sional and personal relations. A romantic short trip may be under-
taken. People look upon you with more respect, tolerance, and
acceptance. You don't feel the need to prove yourself, and that
feels good. You have the chance to shine. You are especially
appealing and charming in personal and family relations. Oppor-
tunities both personal and professional are likely to present
themselves as a result. You may enjoy the challenge of tackling a
variety of subjects. Talking, writing, and studying can be good
ways to handle stress. It's a great time to pick up information from
your environment and the people in it. There will be a fluctuation
in energy levels before a balance is achieved. Health will take a
tun for the better.
Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
This period brings success in professional and personal rela-
tions. You take more pride than usual in your creations, your love
affair, your children, and your hobbies. After a period of self-
protectiveness, you are now more spontaneous and more willing
to take risks. You are inspired creatively and emotionally. Plea-
sure and amusement play an important role in your search for
freedom of self-expression now. Some form of pleasant result in
your professional life brings rewards and recognition. Still, de-
spite the fact that you love your career now, you are alse working
especially hard. The inclination is towards more detail work, and
it can get to you at times. Personal projects are on an upswing.
You will be considerably more productive, healthy, and focused.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This is favorable time for hobbies, sports and competitive exams.
You display great skills in sports or physical activity that wins you
appreciation and opportunity to travel. Beware of a covetous and
suspicious person around you who could cause misunderstand-
ing in your personal relationships. You would be able to maintain
peace and harmony at home. You try to be just and fair when
making decisions, as you do your best to see both sides of an
issue. People notice and admire you for your pleasant and
cheerful personality. A strong desire for companionship and
sociability dominates during this period. Health and energy need
to be conserved through a busy time at work.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
The planetary configuration increases confidence, courage and
efforts at the work place. It's a great time to do something entirely
new and pioneering. Discussions and ideas about finances and
aterial security figure strongly. You may spend exira money on
ings that will make your life more comfortable and pleasant.
Work that needs to be done in and around the home becomes a
priority. You have many opportunities o boost your feeling of
security and comfort. Although you like the good things of life and
may spend quite a bit on clothes, fumiture, and entertainment,
your innate sense of security will not permit you to go overboard
to the point of extravagance.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
An excellent phase is in store especially for money, career, and
romance. Friends and loved ones take priority at this time. People
at work might be surprised by your ability to assert yourself and
your needs. You don't find yourself lacking in opportunities to
socialize. You are likely to enjoy a strong feeling of happiness

and solidarity in friendship, or with groups of like-minded individuals.
This is a good time for research and meditation; but do avoid being
dragged down by issues that have outgrown their worth and pur-
pose. Examining the past in order to improve the future is certainly
worthwhile, as long as you don't waste your energy.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

There is success, responsibility and maturity at the work place. You
have much energy for new money-making projects, or for stepping up
existing ones. This is a rather happy, goal-oriented time on the
professional front. Relationships take on a fun outlook and activities
with children increase. You are more stimulated by all that is uncon-
ventional and your ideas are original and progressive. This is a time
to follow your dreams and ideals, and to plant a seed in the form of a
wish for the future. You possess extra charm in your professional life.
Strong opportunities for love and fun would occur. More opportuni-
ties to socialize and network could present themselves now.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

This week is good for money, family, status and happiness. Money
matters come into focus for you. You would adopt a serious approach
to business because you are in the spotlight. Career and vocational
issues may benefit from the increased clarity you possess. Much of
your energy will be applied to vocational achievement, professional
success, and leadership. Being part of a community or circle of friends
and building your social network is important to you at this time. Your
love and affection life is more aftractive and charming.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

Public relations work, promotion and other such endeavors come to
the fore. Diplomacy, correctness in manner, finesse, and charm will
be a big plus in aiding financial gains, especially in areas requiring
public contact. You feel attracted to people with whom you can
communicate well and exchange ideas. You know how to relate to
others and you do it in a natural and warm manner. Your vision is
practical right now, and you want to see tangible results for your
efforts. More contact with authority figures is likely. Recognition is
likely to come your way whether you ask for it or not, and the
responsibility that comes right along with it. It's a great time to make
improvements to your regular routines.

Capricon: (December 22 - January 20)
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This is an excellent time fo create a budget or financial plan, or to rid
yourself of old habits that undermine your sense of personal power
and self-mastery. A love affair may become a little more serious now.
Spending time with someone special is a focus. You are looking to
expand your activities, and you may find that you have a lot of energy
for higher studies, travel, or brand new subjects. Smoothing out your
close personal relationships is what makes you happy at this time. If
single, you are more willing than normal to enter into a committed
relationship. In general, you are adaptable when it comes to your
affections. It's a good time to work out money problems or other issues
of sharing with a partner. Foreign places may particularly appeal
now. You tend to be expansive and generous when it comes to love,
Dealing with one situation at a time releases some tension and
anxiety.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

&

All the matters hidden and personal come into focus now. Conflicts
with a partner over values or personal possessions are likely to
occur. Gircumstances are such that your diplomacy skills are re-
quired. This is the time when you are most desirous of change on a
deeper level. You are more willing than usual to explore life's
secrets. On a more practical level, you may be dealing with joint
finances and shared resources now more than usual. Social life
takes priority in your life. You have recently become very serious
about your long-term goals and motivated to put your plans and
dreams into action. Your popularity is increasing, and is reinforced by
your own ability to cooperate and harmonize. A health routine started
now is likely fo be successful.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
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It's a generous, pleasantly emotional and creative time. Striking a
balance between your attention to your career and to your family life
is necessary. Taking steps to improve your family and home life as
well as your career and public life will be in order. You will also
thoroughly enjoy artistic, musical, or cultural events and activities,
especially in the company of a loved one. You need the energies,
companionship, and support of other people, and they may also seek
out your support and companionship. However, bending too much to
the will of another is not advised either. You take more pride in the
work you do and in your health routines than any other time. This is
a good time to build your skills, get organized, and attend your health
and well being.

Animals can be altruists

(Continued from last week)

n another incident
Iin New Zealand, a

group of human
swimmers were sur-
prised when dolphins
began circling around
them, splashing in the
water. The swimmers initially thought the
dolphins were displaying aggressive be-
haviour, but it turned out that they were
warding off sharks.

Classic examples of altruists are ravens.
If one, or a few, come across food, they
make loud calls to attract even more
ravens. Most ecological theory stipulates
that a food bonanza should be defended,
not shared.

But these birds do share — to the point
that some of the ravens even return to their
roost to bring in more birds.

Social insects live together and allow an
individual to flourish by helping every
other insect in the community. But that is
not pure altruism. I would count it busi-
ness as usual, or programming for sur-
vival.

Bees protecting a swarm by stinging
and, in the process, dying horribly as the
stinger pulls out the entire abdomen, or
certain species of termites releasing a
sticky secretion by rupturing their own
glands to protect the nest against invaders,
is also programmed behaviour.

In ants, wasps, bees and termites, sterile
workers devote their whole lives to caring
for the queen, constructing and protecting
the nest, foraging for food and tending the
larvae. That’s not altruism. That’s just
doing their jobs.

For instance, meerkats have one stand-
ing guard to warn the community while
the rest feed in case of predator attack.
Into that category I would even put exam-
ples of extreme sacrifice.

For instance, the mother spider Ste-
godyphus, who allows her infants to eat
her, or a male spider allowing a female fer-
tilised by him to eat him.

I would not even put trading in kind-
nesses as altruism. For instance, a monkey
will get its insects pulled out by a member
of the pack and then, in return will do the
same.

Or a female wolf that offers to stay be-
hind with the cubs while the rest of the
pack goes hunting.

Altruism would be those single wolves

@ Rats are the most
altruistic of species.
They go out of their
way to help others in
distress. They will
share food with
strangers. Their deci-
sions are always kind

o Elephants go out of
their way to assist
others in need — like
saving a calf from
drowning and spray-
ing water on an in-
jured member of the
herd to keep it cool

who bring back meat for those too sick or
nursing to go on the hunt.

Altruism is the following: Mongooses
and bonobos who support sick, handi-
capped or elderly animals. Chimpanzees
who help other chimpanzees and even hu-
mans without expecting anything in re-
turn. Dolphins who support sick or injured
animals, swimming under them for hours
and pushing them to the surface so they
can breathe.

Walruses adopt orphans. African Buf-
falo often turn around in their flight from
predators in order to rescue a member of
the herd who has been surrounded.

Male and female lemurs take care of in-
fants unrelated to them.

Vervet monkeys send out alarms to

warn other moneys of predators, even if it
means putting themselves in danger, by at-
tracting attention.

In many bird species, the parents re-
ceive help from unrelated “helper” birds
in feeding their babies. Harpagiferbispinis
fish live in the Antarctic peninsula. If the
parent guarding the nest of eggs is re-
moved, an unrelated male will guard the
nest from predators and prevent fungal
growth that would kill off the brood.

A unique example of altruism is found
in the Dictyosteliummucoroides slime
mould. These live as individuals until food
is so short that they start starving. Then
they get together and form a body in
which some cells sacrifice themselves to
promote the survival of other cells.

Elephants go out of their way to assist
others in need — like saving a calf from
drowning and spraying water on an in-
jured member of the herd to keep it cool.

A study in the journal Marine Mammal
Science described the altruism of hump-
back whales, giving examples of how the
giant creatures help seals and other crea-
tures being attacked by killer whales.

The researchers concluded that while it
made sense for humpbacks to defend their
own calves, they had nothing to gain by
meddling in attacks on other species.
“Inter-specific altruism,” the scientists
wrote, “could not be ruled out.”

Have you seen the You Tube video of a
rhesus macaque successfully resuscitating
another of its species which had been elec-
trocuted at a train station? The persistence
and concern was amazing and entirely
selfless.

Rats are the most altruistic of species.
They go out of their way to help others in
distress. They will share food with
strangers. They will refuse in scientific ex-
periments to inflict pain on each other
even if it means dying themselves. When
given the choice of escaping or staying to
help a strange rat in distress, they almost
always choose the latter. Their decisions
are always kind. How sad that we use
these creatures to experiment on, killing
over a billion a year. All societies, whether
human or bat, depend on deliberate and re-
ciprocal kindnesses. Violence spreads and
nations shatter when we forget that.

(Concluded)

(To join the animal welfare movement
contact gandhim@nic.in, www.people-
foranimalsindia.org)
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“Every great dream begins with a
dreamer. Always remember, you have
within you the strength, the patience, and
the passion to reach for the stars to
change the world. ”

--- Harriet Tubman
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Sharif out

THE Supreme Court of Pakistan has disqualified
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif over the Panama Paper
case. Sharif has bowed out. Last year The
International Consortium of Investigative Journalist
had leaked documents on the case. It appears that
Sharif’s children may own at least 3 offshore
companies registered in the British Virgin Islands.
Sharifs were alleged to own assets which were
disproportionate to their income. The Joint
Investigation Team (JIT) probed the matter and
concluded that Sharif could not clarify the financial
irregularity. The Supreme Court has accordingly
delivered its judgement. The PML-N led by Nawaz
Sharif commands a substantial majority in the
National Assembly and the civilian government may
not fall. Elections in Pakistan are only a year away.
Sharif’s ouster may change the political contours of
the country plagued by terror and riddled with

corruption.

Itis a fact that the judiciary has cracked down on
Sharif’s corruption but the canker in other sectors in
Pakistani society goes unnoticed. The upshot of
Sharif’s ouster will be the strengthening of the army
and the ISI. The political Opposition is insignificant.
The civilian government in Pakistan has now sustained
ablow. India- Pakistan relations are already on shaky
grounds with the Pak Army calling the shots. This
crisis is cause for concern in New Delhi.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 26, 1989

Political scene: How manyfronts?

For a long time last
yearleaders of major
Opposition parties were
seriously discus-sion the
possibility of thePrime
Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gan-dhi
deciding to go in for a mid-
term Parliamentary
election,though Mr. Gandhi
vehementlydenied that he
had any suchintention.

Now Mr. Devi Lalsays
that Mr. Gandhi may ac-
tually delay the poll as no
oneinvites his political
demise.Last year's
speculation was fedby the
belief that the Congress(I)
wanted to thwart Opposi-
tion unity. The Haryana
ChiefMinister now seems to

thinkthat Opposition unity
has beenso consolidated
that Mr. Gan-dhi and his
party would like toavoid
facing the electorate aslong
as possible.The election, in
the normal course, is hardly
a year away,and there is
nothing to indi-cate that it is
not going to beheld as
scheduled. Mr. Devi Lalis his
own greatest admirer. Sois
his Andhra Pradesh coun-
terpart Mr. N.T. Rama Rao.
Since the two of them
played aleading role in the
efforts toforge Opposition
unity theyhave persuaded
themselves to believe that
they have suc-ceeded in
achieving the im-possible.

Shillong: A case of split
personality

By HH Mohrmen

Shillong was once the
capital of Assam and it can
also be said that it is the first
city in the region which
began in the colonial era.
Since then and till today,
whenever the Khasi-Pnar
from various parts of the
state travel from their
villages to Shillong, they
would say “ngan leit sha
sor” (I am going to the city
or the urban area). But is
Shillong a city really? If so
what percentage of the city
is under the urban
agglomerate and how much
of the city is still under the
rural setup? And the most
challenging aspects are our
own views and attitudes
and hopes for the kind of
future we aspire for
Shillong.

The creation of the two
new Blocks in Mawlai and
Mawpat was welcomed with
open arms. But if one looks
at the list of the villages
included in the two blocks,
one will find that almost half
of Shillong falls under the
two newly created
Community and Rural
Development (C&RD)
Blocks. Still there are
shnongs (villages) we
consider to be part of
Shillong city which are
included in the Mylliem
Block too, so the question
is whether Shillong qualifies
to be called a city.

If for administrative
conveniences, more than
half of what we consider as
Shillong city is included
under the C&RD Blocks
then is Shillong a ‘sor’ or a
‘nongkyndong’? Or is
Shillong an urban area which
is also a rural area? People
who live in Shillong,
particularly in the suburbs
of the city love to say that
they live in Shillong but they
would also proudly display
their allegiance to their
respective villages. Claims
like, “T live in Shillong but I
am from Mawlai/ Malki/
Nongthymmai/
Riatsamthiah, Mawkhar etc
are common. Fortunately or
unfortunately, this is the
kind of mindset that prevails
in the minds of the people
who live in the city. We want
to be ‘nongsor’ (urbanites)
yet we don’t want to let go
our myopic attitude of not
wanting our locality to be
part of Shillong which is

growing and is fast
becoming a cosmopolitan
city.

We crave for all that is
modern and are proud that

Shillong has Dominos,
Pizza Hut, KFCs,
Pantaloons, Westside etc
which are symbols of a city,
yet we are not willing to let
our minds grow and accept
the reality that we are
living in an urban locale. It
is like our heart is in one
place but our minds are
somewhere else. We want
to be called city dwellers

yet we are partly
nongkyndong
(suburbans).

When there is a traffic
jam in the city, we blame the
traffic police, the tourists
and all sundry but we don’t
realize that we are the real
cause of these problems.
We want Shillong to be a
city, but we also want it to
remain a nongkyndong and
we don’t want any changes
to happen. The only
change that the people
welcome with open arms is
to create more C&RD
Blocks within city limits
and that is the kind of
development we want.
Traffic problems persist
because our city is
growing but our roads
have not. It all boils down
to the kind of mindset we
have. We live in a city but
we are still governed by our
respective dorbar shnong.
We live a flamboyant life
style and wear branded
clothes and we buy big
swanky cars but in many
cases the roads in the rural
areas are much bigger that
the ones in Shillong.

Shillong is a city which
has not grown. If at all the
city grows it is only in
population and the space
it covers. Other than that it
is but a city with many
villages. Like any city
Shillong’s major problem is
waste disposal and again
we blame the government,
the Shillong Municipality,
Meghalaya Urban
Development Agency etc
when more than half of
Shillong is under the
jurisdiction of the C & RD
Block. How can we blame
these agencies when the
major part of Shillong is not
under their jurisdiction?
What about the KHADC?
What has the Council
done, when most parts of
Shillong is still under the
different dorbar shnong?

Shillong is a city of
many villages and it cannot
work as a single entity and

that is where the problem is.
Take for example the effort to
clean Wah Umkhrah. Almost
all agencies had tried their
hand at cleaning the river, but
they have all failed miserably.
The reason is because it is a
city of many villages, which
means if the village
downstream of the river try
to clean the Wah Umkhrah
but the village upstream do
not cooperate or remain is
indifferent then the entire
effort becomes futile. This
important issue has never
been addressed from a
holistic point of view and it
is almost impossible to get
all the dorbar shnong in the
city to agree on one single
issue, hence cleaning the
Wah Umkhrah remains an
unfinished agenda.

Perhaps it is not out of
place to mention that even
the KHADC under which the
dorbar shnong is supposed
to function has failed in its
efforts to save Wah Umkhrah
because each dorbar shnong
has absolute authority over
its supposed territorial
jurisdiction.

We are good at pointing
fingers, blaming others for
the problems that we face
and we are quick at looking
for scapegoats to blame for
anything that is happening.
Right now there is so much
hate in the community
because the pressure groups
are trying to outdo each other
to prove which of the group
loves the jaitbynriew more.
The HYC and the KSU are
even wooing each other’s
members to one fold and in
the mélée the non tribal is
becoming a scapegoat. We
blame the entire gamut of
problems on the immigrants
and anybody who dares
touch the non tribal becomes
an instant ‘Facebook hero.’
And when the two ladies
tried to prevent the
‘Facebook hero’ from
assaulting a non-tribal man
(as was reported recently),
they were branded ‘ba iashah
dkhar (taking sides with a
dkhar).’

A young Khasi man is in
two minds. He claims to love
his jaidbynriew but he does
not respect its profound
value system. Where is the
‘tip hok tip sot’ (justice) that
the Khasi-Pnar used to be
proud of? The Khasi-Pnars
always set their cases in the
altar of ‘ka nia ka jutang’
reason and argument and

fights happen only when
reason and arguments fail,
but now blows and petrol
bombs take precedence
over anything else. The
same young Khasi-Pnars
who regularly attend
church services every
Sunday have no remorse
on attacking a person
without any rhyme or
reason just because he is
a non tribal. Do we need
to again ask Jesus the age
old question, “"Who is our
neighbour?”” Where are
the merciful and where are
the peace makers?

The people in Shillong
are in two minds. We live
in a city yet we owe
allegiance to our dorbar
shnong. We are urban yet
we are rural. The problem
is we cannot solve urban
problems by using rural
tools. Similarly we will not
be able to address all the
urban issues with a rural
frame of mind. Shillong’s
problems will persist
because of the kind of
mindset that people have
- from our attitude towards
others to our mind-sets
about everything around
us.One can also ask : Can
we solve our traffic and
road problems by using
MNREGS? Instead of
looking at the problem in
Shillong from an urban
perspective, we now have
to use the schemes and
projects available under
the rural development
scheme to do so.
Shillong’s problem is
complex not only because
the people who live in the
city of many villages are
in two minds. The worst
part is also because we
have a government which
has no mind. A
government which fought
for Shillong to be included
in the government smart
city project has in one fell
swoop decided that more
than half of the city is
under C&RD blocks.

If we want to address
the problem Shillong is
facing we need to look at
the city problem from a
holistic point of view. We
need to look at Shillong as
one entity and not as a
constituent of various
dorbar shnongs. Toki Blah
in a write-up had earlier
suggested that we need a
dorbar sor (urban dorbar)
to deal with the problems
of our sor (urban areas).
This is the crux of the
matter.

TO THE EDITOR

Plight of
farmers in
Meghalaya

Editor,

Your widely read daily,
the ST in particular, and only
two vernacular newspapers
have carried a very brief
report on the plight of
farmers in Meghalaya
recently. Though the report
was quite brief but, to me, it
was a very important report
since it has brought into the
public domain a very
important issue, namely, the
plight in which the farmers
of Meghalaya are in today
and even from before.

For the benefit of the
readers and policy makers, I
would like to emphasize
here, that farmers constitute
nearly 75% of the population
of the state and majority of
them are small and marginal
farmers and cultivators.
Moreover, these farmers are
landless but they still
continue to engage in
subsistence agriculture,
horticulture and other allied
activities in somebody else
land (soil) by paying huge
rent. Apart from huge rent,
they have to spent a lot on
tilling the soil, on seeds,
fertilizers, weeding, pruning,
irrigation wherever required,
fencing from animals,
harvesting, transportation
and other related processes
till final food crops reach
home for consumption or till
the cash crops reach the
market. On reaching the
market the middlemen exploit
them in weighing and price.
Hence, farmers are at the
mercy of the traders and

middlemen. The government
intervention is sowhere to
be seen.They are facing this
vicious circle year in and
year out and they still
languishing in poverty even
during the last 46 years of
Meghalaya statehood. The
government has invested
huge funds in this primary
sector but most of the funds
have gone towards salary of
the employees of the
concerned line departments
under this sector, 1in
corruption and in the name
of exhibitions and other
extra-curricular activities but
nothing much has really
benefited to the real farmers.
Though, I cannot deny the
fact that only few farmers
have gained much from the
government interventions.
Hence, I strongly suggest
that Meghalaya government
ought to bring out and put
in place a sound Farmers'
Policy from now onwards. It
is indeed a shame that till
today there is no policy for
the farmers, even after 46
years of statehood. I wish
also to point out the fact that
all governments that came to
rule the state for the last 46
years, it was because of
enthronement by this
majority electorate. Yet they
are still being ignored till
today. The MLAs and the
aspirants remember the
farmers only on the eve of
the election. I also appeal to
the farmers to throw away
wholesale, the present set of
MLASs during the coming
elections who did nothing
for them during the last 46
years and elect the new
brand ones to teach them a
lesson or two. Let the new
ones learn this hard lesson.

Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Via email

Act of courage

Editor

As a human being and
more importantly as a
woman, | am heartened by
the courage and
humanitarian feeling
displayed by Deigratia
Pohthmi. At the end of the
day, we are defined by the
truth of our existence here on
earth as creations of God.
We are human beings first
before being defined by our
names, identity, community,
and ethnicity. One does not
mean to imply that one’s
sense of belonging, roots,
culture and community is not
important but it is equally
important to understand
that being human and
understanding the value of
a human life is even more
important. What Ms Pohthmi
did is in fact commendable
and in no way degrading. All
that she did was to shield the
man whose guilt and crime
has not yet been proven but
to also discourage and stop
a group of men, who failed
to show any sense of ethics
and moral principles, from
taking the law into their own
hands. What is even more

disgusting and
disheartening are the
comments on the video on
social media that are

prejudiced, narrow-minded
and above all a gruesome
display of a sorry and
pathetic  mindset and
attitude of our men towards
a woman. I for one salute
Deigratia Pohthmi. Well
done Kong!

Yours etc.,

Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

Dear
Municipality

Editor,

Cleanliness is next to
godliness they say. If so,
can we presume that we are
marching towards hell,
because of the dirt that is
in our localities? I am
speaking of dirt and filth in
our Laitumkhrah area.
Almost everywhere
garbage is dumped. If you
doubt me, take a morning
walk and breathe the
polluted air in the early
morning hours. This
situation is made worse,
because every corner has
turned into a urinal. It is
unthinkable for the
Municipal to close their
eyes on such unhealthy
practices in their
jurisdiction. I have visited
a lot of places in the world
and I realized that 'public
pay toilets' are made
available in common areas
or junctions. These 'public
pay toilets' generate a lot
of income for those who
construct and run them.
They maintain it well with

enough number of
workers. Can our
Municipality in
Laitumkhrah think of

making such toilets at Don
Bosco Square, Police Point,
Beat House, Fire Brigade,
Laitumkhrah market,
Dhankheti and other
localities too? These will
make our municipalities
cleaner, less polluted and
more importantly they will
give jobs to a few more
citizens who are struggling

to make both ends meet.

Municipality can we make
our localities cleaner?

Yours etc.,

Michael Makri

Shillong - 3

Nawaz Sharif
Unseated

Editor,

The Supreme Court of
Pakistan disqualified Nawaz
Sharif from holding public
office and ruled that graft
cases be filed against the
beleaguered leader and his
children over the Panama
Papers scandal. It is the
second time in Pakistan’s 70-
year history that the Supreme
Court has disqualified a
sitting prime minister. In
India fodder-scam superstar
RJID Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav
siphoned off the treasuries
of Bihar/JTharkhand. While
serving terms in jail he
virtually pulled the strings of
“Siasi” through his wife Rabri
Devi , a pawn implanted by
him as Chief Minister and
even managed to get bail. In
the name of
Mahagathbandhan Laloo
was trying to feather his

son’s illegally amassed
disproportionate benami
assets.

The CBI had registered an
FIR in the case of two prime
hotels owned by railways
that were transferred to a
private company during
Lalu’s tenure as rail minister
and raided at least 12
locations, including Lalu’s
residence in Patna, in the first
week of this month. ED has
filed case against Lalu and
his family members. The
Income Tax Department has

provisionally attached
more than half-a-dozen
properties in Delhi and
Patna allegedly belonging
to Lalu’s family members
worth over Rs 170 crore.
Apart from being a master
money launderer Lalu
Prasad  has deftly
completed criminalization
of the RJD party by
protecting and patronizing
hard core criminals like
Shahabuddin of Siwan.
The recent revelations
that Lalu was taking
advice from imprisoned

Shahabuddin for
meddling with state
administration from

behind the scenes is a
serious concern for the
security and integrity of
the state as well as the
country and tantamounts
to treason.

Such politicians
deserve to be banned for
life from contesting
elections as
representative of people
by the Election

Commission of India.
Hats off to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan for
disqualifying two sitting
Prime Ministers from
holding public office on
corruption charges. It is
expected that the Judiciary
of our country would also
disqualify corrupt
politicians from holding
public office in the near
future to make India
corruption-free and to

save and strengthen
democracy.

Yours etc.,

Samares

Bandyopadhyay

Advocate, Kolkata

High Court

Doklam standoft:
Develop good ties with
South Asian neighbours

to counter China

By Shyam Saran

The standoff between
Indian and Chinese forces at
the Doklam plateau in
Bhutan is now over a month
old and though diplomatic
efforts have continued, no
early solution appears to be
in sight. India’s national
security adviser, Ajit Doval,
is in Beijing for the BRICS
NSAs meeting. It is possible
that on the sidelines, he will
be able to engage with Yang
Jiechi, his counterpart in the
special representative
mechanism between the two
countries. One should
remain hopeful that these
talks in Beijing will lead to a
satisfactory resolution of
the impasse and pave the
way for relaxing tensions
between the two countries.
Confrontation will be
damaging to the interests of
both countries and is best
not allowed to persist.

Such confrontation is
also not in the interest of
Bhutan, India’s neighbour

the contrary, has tried to
assert its claim unilaterally
through its road building
activity in the area.

China has objected to
India getting involved in an
issue that is between China
and Bhutan and that India’s
action violates Bhutan’s
sovereignty. The injured
party, as per Chinese
reckoning, that is Bhutan,
has made no such
complaint. In fact an official
statement from Bhutan has,
on the contrary, protested
at Chinese incursion into
Doklam and has termed this
a violation of a bilateral
understanding  reached
between the two sides not
to disturb the status quo
until the territorial disputes
have been settled. By all
accounts, India and Bhutan
have acted in close
consultation in terms of their
treaty obligations. This is
not a case of big brother
India coming to the rescue

“China’s encroachment on
Doklam is often characterised as
a security threat to India,
particularly to the narrow
Siliguri corridor linking India’s
North-East to the rest of the
country. But it is also a threat to
Bhutan whose main
communication links south also
traverse the same Siliguri
corridor.”

with which there is a special
relationship of mutual trust
and understanding. The two
countries have shared
security interests,
acknowledged in the revised
bilateral treaty concluded in
2007. Any threat to
Bhutan’s security will
always be a major concern
to India and similarly a
security challenge to India
will impact Bhutan as well.
China’s encroachment on
Doklam is often
characterised as a security
threat to India, particularly
to the narrow Siliguri
corridor linking India’s
North-East to the rest of the
country. But it is also a
threat to Bhutan whose
main communication links
south also traverse the same
Siliguri corridor. The action
taken by Indian forces in
Doklam is in response to a
serious security threat to
both countries. Any notion
that India has drawn a
reluctant Bhutan into a
crisis which is specific to
India’s security interest
alone, ignores this ground
reality.

It is also important to
keep Bhutan’s interests
foremost while talking about
the legal basis for the
Sikkim-Tibet border. Bhutan
was not a party to the 1890
Anglo-Chinese convention,
nor to the subsequent 1906
convention. The Bhutanese
claim on Doklam cannot be
dismissed by reference to
treaties or conventions to
which it was not a party.
Despite this, China has itself
recognised in border talks
with Bhutan that the Doklam
plateau is disputed territory
and had agreed not to
disturb the status quo in the
area. Furthermore, in the
special representatives (SR)
talks, both India and China
had agreed that
notwithstanding historical
and documentary evidence,
both sides needed to consult
with the third country
involved in determining the
trijunction among respective
borders. This figures in the
minutes of the SR talks of
2012. India has observed
this understanding
faithfully. It has confirmed
the alignment of the Sikkim-
Tibet boundary as defined
in the 1890 convention but
reserved the issue of the
trijunction keeping Bhutan’s
interests in mind. China, on

of a ‘tiny’ neighbour.

The 2007 treaty was
between two sovereign and
independent nations which
celebrated their
longstanding relationship
of mutual trust and close
friendship and
acknowledged the need to
cooperate closely in
upholding their shared
security concerns. It is this
spirit which must prevail as
we continue to grapple with
the challenge both our
nations confront on our
sensitive borders. We must
not allow China or
misinformed opinion to
create misunderstanding
between our two countries
because we need to be seen
as being united as
governments and peoples
in meeting China’s
aggressive posturing on
our borders.

Just as India seeks good
relations with China and
peace and tranquillity on
our borders, it has every
reason to wish for the same
on the China-Bhutan
border. Good neighbourly
relations between Bhutan
and China are in India’s
interest just as good
relations between India and
China is in Bhutan’s.

Unfortunately, recent
Chinese actions appear to
reflect a competitive frame
within which it looks at its
relations with countries in
the subcontinent. Just as it
has tried to sow discord
among Asean members
through intimidation and
blandishments, it is seeking
to do the same in our
neighbourhood. Both
Bhutan and India
understand this strategy
very well even if some
others in our region do not.

Indian diplomacy needs
to engage more intensively
with all our neighbouring
countries not only to
expose Chinese strategy
and risks for countries of
the region, but also to
expand our relationship
with them much beyond
current levels. This is
irrespective of how the
Doklam impasse eventually
gets resolved.

(Shyam Saran is a former
foreign secretary and is
senior fellow, CPR)
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