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A Short History of the Origin and Rise 
of the Sikhs

Introductory

The Haktkat-i Bina Wa ’ U m j-i Firkah-i Sikhan, or a short history of 

the origin and rise of the Sikhs, is an R ..A . S. manuscript (Morley Cata­

logue, N o. 83) consisting of it) folios, well-written in Shikastah Am iz. It 

was written two years after the conquest of Multan by Tim ur Shah 

Abdali, or m other words, in 1783. The work has been ascribed to Timur 

Shah himself, and, as such, must be regarded as one of considerable im­

portance. Timur Shah was the governor of the Panjab for about one year, 

from M ay 1757 to April 1758 and must have had an intimate knowledge 

of all his father’s adventures m Hindusthan. It wili thus be seen that, 

so far as the history of the Sikh struggle for independence in its most 

intense phase, as well as the history of the Panjab in general, from after 

the days of Nadir Shah, is concerned, the Hakikat must be regarded as 

one of the most authoritative sources of information, particularly as it 

provides us with contemporary Afghan evidence. It is sketchy no doubt 

and sometimes skips over important details but, nevertheless, its corrobo­

rative value is great. On the whole, it is a sober and accurate record and 

tallies in essentials with authorities like Mishkin. But it has one ^reai 

defect. It does not give us a single date and the chronology of events 

narrated in the work has to be gathered from other sources.

Unfortunately, however, it appears that, so far as the earlier phases of 

Sikh history arc concerned, the author had no reliable evidence ro guide 

him, and his narrative is marred by obvious confusions and chronological 

absurdities. As will appear from the translation that follows, our author 

splits the career of Guru I egh Bahadur into two parts— the first ending with 

his discomfiture at the hands of the Faujdars of Aurangzib and his flight to 

the jungly tract between Shahjahanabad and Lahore; and the second begin­

ning with his journey to Shahjahanabad after the accession of Bahadur 

Shah to the throne of Delhi and ending with his death. Guru Tesihir> t?

Bahadur was executed in 1675, whereas Bahadur Shah ascended the throne 

after Aurangzib’s death in 1707, and thus it: is dear that our author has 

made a confusion between Guru Tcgh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh,
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who, as we know from other sources, had actually accompanied Bahadur 

Shall to Delhi after the battle of Jajau, in which also he had participated in 

the new Emperor’s favour. Similarly, the reforms that Guru Gobind Singh 

introduced in 1699, bringing the Khalsa into existence, are brought down 

to the reign of Bahadur Shah and are attributed to Guru Tegh Bahadur. 

N o doubt, it sometimes does happen thru a more distinguished successor 

appropriates so completely the work begun by a predecessor that, in coursc 

of time, no evidence regarding the contributions of the lattar remains avail­

able, but, in this instance, the confusion of our author is so patent that no 

such explanation seems called for.

Again, it will be seen that the Hakikat places practically the whole o£ 

the active career of Guru Gobind Singh in the reign of Bahadur Shah, 

whereas, in reality, the Guru lived only the last year of his life in that 

reign. Here again, it is ciear that our author makes a confusion between 

the adventures of Guru Gobind Singh and those of Banda. The military 

exploits of Banda are marked by a gap and thus falls into two distinct 

periods— the earlier in the reign of Bahadur Shah and the later in the reign 

of Farrukh-siyar. Bahadur Shah returned from his Rajputana campaign to 

chastise Banda and not Guru Gobind Singh, who was then dead, and it 

is obvious that our author has foisted the earlier adventures of Banda on 

Guru Gobind Singh.

But the curious thing is that if this is borne 111 mind and the necessary 

corrections effected, the account of the Hakikat agrees, on the whole, 

tolerably well with what we get from other sources. It is, no doubt, 

true that, 111 the matter of Guru Tegh Bahadur’s differences with 

Aurangzib’s Government, the Hakikat does not agree with the accepted 

Sikh tradition but it should be remembered that m doing so it does not 

stand alone. That there was another tradition with regard to the matter, 

similar to that which our author narrates, is clearly proved by the remarks 

of Ghulam Husain in his Siyar-ul-mntakhkharin' as also by some of the 

Sikh SakhlsS In short, considering the fact that with regard 

to the history of the earlier phases of Sikhism, we are constantly 

handicapped by the dearth of reliable records, we think that, inspite of its 

confusions and palpable errors, the Hakikat, if used with caution, might 

yet be of some value to us.

1 English translation. R. Cnmbvay ct Co., vol. 1, p. 85.
2 Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, p. 593
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Translation of the Hakikat
During the reign of His M ajesty the world-conquering Zahir-ud-dTn 

Muhammad Babur Padshah, a man, belonging to the Khatn clan, a well- 

known class among the Hindus, served as an accountant. God had given 

him the attributes of a saint. Giving up the ways of earning he chose the 

path of solitude and became famous in the name of Nanak Shah. He intro­

duced a system which was hitherto unknown among the Hindu nation aYid 

many men assembled around him and became believers in him. He also 

wrote a book on the unity of the GodheSd and the book is known as the 

Gninth. And always being absorbed in the remembrance of God and 

having in his mind joy and intoxication, he passed his days alone. A  

musician named Mardiina was always present before him. Whatever 

Nanak wrote in Panjabi in his state of ecstasy the musician gave tune to 

them and played them on the Rabab and at this Nanak was pleased. Now, 

the Nanakpanthls, who are a group among the followers of Nanak, lived 

in the garb of facjirs and they sang the exalting sayings of Nanak as a 

daily rite when four watches of the night still remained and played the 

Rabab, and they called those .sayings in their idiom as Sabad. On the 

whole, Nana!: passed his whole life like a devotee, in scclusion, in the 

worship of God. In his religion there is very little prejudice against the 

Mussalmans, nay, they have practically no prejudice against any nation.

After the death of Nanak a darwesh named Angad was installed m 

Ins place and followed his path. In N anak’s path, in all worship humility 

is given the first place. They regarded as the basis of their lives’ work the 

knowing of everything in this world as the vehicles of God’s manifestation 

and not to reckon anything as different from God. A fter Angad Amar 

Das, and after him Ram Das, and after him Arjun, and after him 

Hargobmd, and after him Har Ray, and after him Har Kishan, and after 

him Guru Tegh Bahadur, who was the ninth successor from Nanak, sat 

on the masnaik to direct (the followers), In the meantime believers and 

followers grew largely m number. In their idiom Guru is the equivalent 

of rnurshid ( ) and in the language of the Panjab a murid ( ) 

is called Sikh. In the time of Tegh Bahadur a vast crowd assembled 

around him.

It was the reign of His M ajesty, whose place is in heaven.3 Orders 

were issued to the Subahdars and haujdars for applying themselves to the

3 Evidently Aurangzib is meant.
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performance of the injunctions of the true religion and to destroy the 

temples and the idols of the opposed party and the rebellious (i.e.,. the 

unbelievers). If the officers did not follow the principles of the Shariat 

they were dismissed. And every year the Sadr-ul-Sadur, calling to his 

presence the ecclesiastical and civil officers, placed m their hands the authori­

tative books and asked the meaning of (passages from) them. If they could 

explain the thing properly according to its true essence it was all right, 

otherwise other persons were appointed in their places. When the news of 

many people assembling (around T e g h  Bahadur), of the founding of a new 

religion, and of the faith of the Zamindars 111 Tegh Bahadur, reached the 

holy ears, orders were issued to the effect: “ If, as previously, like the poor 

Nanakpanthi faqirs, you live peacefully m a corner, no harm will befall 

you. On the contrary, alms, suitable for your maintenance in the style of 

faqirs, would be given to you from the State treasury, just as in the case of 

other prayer-offering groups. ‘In this free dinner-table of mine friends and 

foes are all alike.’ But the horses and arms, and the equipment of your 

retinue that you have gathered in your places of worship must be removed. ’ 

Accordingly, the Faujdar of Sarhind intimated this order (to Tegh 

Bahadur). Before the proud and virile disciples who had assembled there, 

Tegh Bahadur said defiantly: “ W e are faqirs; what God has given us, 

why should'we return? W e are living in our own shelters, why should 

you harm u s?”  On this point arose a great contention, which ended in 

war and Tegh Bahadur was driven out of that place by force.

Tegh Bahadur took up his residence in the jungly country between 

Shahjahanabad and Lahore and passed his days in anxiety. The horses, the 

attendants and the other things that he had brought with him were destroyed. 

The believers came to him stealthily and trave him whatever was possible. 

He turned his own favourites into (so many) mad m en; for example, some­

times a horse was put before him and shot at with his own hands. Some­

times some one among the companion Sikhs was called and told : “ W ho is 

there among you who wants to reach Guru N an ak ?”  The said man came, 

uttering Wah-num, and stood before him, and after filling his gun he (Tegh 

Bahadur) fired at him and killed him. His friends burnt him in fire. And 

whoever died in the hands of Guru Tegh Bahadur was called Shahidi Singh 

and their descendants also had the same title. The booty and the offerings 

that were given by the followers were divided into three shares— the first 

share was given to the descendants of Nanak who were called Sahibzadah;
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and the descendants of the successors of Nanak were known as the Bhallah 

and the second share was enven to them, and the third share was fixed in 

the name of the Shahidi Singhs.

A t that time Tegh Bahadur very often spoke in the words of a mad 

man and those words of his, which proved true to facts, became the cause 

of the increase in the belief of the illiterates. A s for example, the Sikhs were 

told: “ N ow  it seems, rather it is ordained, that the hawks must be hiftited 

by the sparrows” ; that is, disgrace will reach the nobles from the lowly 

tribes and this the disciples regarded a? a glad tidings for them. It was 

ordered: “ You should now wear weapons, and worship iron and love it, 

because this iron will take you to a high position.”  For this reason, it 

became nccessary for them to keep iron bangles or chains in their hands 

or their turbans (they were to ld :) “ Whoever might join you from which­

ever tribe, don’t have any prejudice against him and without any supersti­

tion eat together with him .”  N ow  this is their custom. Calling his troops 

by the name of dal he called the whole nation by the name of the Khalsah. 

The reason for this was that when the order of the Faujdar, “ You leave the 

Khalsah Sharifah ”  came, they decided: “ W e are the Khalsah; nay, we 

are the cssence of the whole world.”  He told his own men: “ You should 

adopt some sign which will distinguish you and the other troops. M en cut 

their hairs, you don’t cut yours; and don’t lessen your beards and don’t cut 

hairs of your armpit and other parts.”  This nation entertains a great hatred 

lor the hubble-bubble; they call hubble-bubble by the name of beserah. 

And they call bhang by the name of sukhia and in the Hindi language 

sukh means aram. And they drew (smoked?) this with great eagerness. 

There arc no women 111 their troops. From those who keep women a tax 

is taken but if they arc kept at home then there is no harm. Every one of 

them has many beautiful boys with him. Every one of the boys is a horse­

man and a matchlockman and is well-dressed. They serve their masters 

in daytime and at night they themselves are served by their masters. And 

after their death, they become their heirs, owners of their troops and attain 

to their position.

In an ecstatic mood Tegh Bahadur wrote to Sultan M uazzim : “ You 

will become Padshah.”  In the reign of His M ajesty, whose place is in 

Heaven, that is, Bahadur Shah, who was called Sultan Muazzim as a 

Princc, Tegh Bahadur came to Shahjahanabad, and the Emperor, according 

to his promise, gave him a grant of a few villages for his expenses. Again
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he went to Lahore and men in large batches began to come to him and 

many Zamindars and poor men and rogues o£ that district entered the 

ranks of his disciples. In a few days Tegh Bahadur attained a perfect posi­

tion and and the manner of the foundation of a new religion was mani­

fested. Every one among the Hindus, whether he was a Khatn, the prin­

cipal among them (Sikhs), or a Jat, who are numerous in that country, and 

carptnters, blacksmiths, cultivators, gra,m-grocers, businessmen, all came 

and said: “ I am becoming a Sikh of the Guru.”  Then some sweets were 

requisitioned and he signalled a nffln to get up and perform ardds !  The 

man read something in the Panjabi language. This they called ardds! It 

seems that they heard the word ‘arzdsat’ ) from the mouth of the

Mughals and they made this into ardds.4 And after that a sword, or a 

dagger or a knife or anything of the class of weapons was placed in tho.ic 

sweets and KolT, fat and persons wearing the sacred thread, all ate it 

together. And what was left was called farsad. In their idiom parsdd is

equivalent of tabarruk ( ,_Sjjj ), In place of salam 'alaik (peace be upon

you) they said, “ W ah-gmu ka Fatah.”  (Lord’s be the victory). In the time 

of battle they always uttered the word “ W dh-gum ” . When they drew the 

the reins of their horses they uttered “ Wdh, wah“  and dishevelled the hairs 

of their heads.

A t  last in a few days Tegh Bahadur died and Gobind sat in his place 

and began to create troubles. The Faujdars of that side wanted to remove 

the troubles. Gobind also became ready with his party and began to harass 

the tovfrns and villages and took to plunder. He also began to plunder the 

parganahs. In two or three battles they became victorious. Gobind reached 

the tract of Doab which is a well-known place in the sarkdr of Lahore'and 

one side of which is attached to the northern hills, of which the Rajahs are 

subordinate and tributary to that Faujdar. And there is a place named 

Makhowal which he fortified and a crowd of horsemen and foot-soldicrs 

assembled around him. After capturing the Doab they began to plunder 

the whole country and set fire to the villages, killed the inhabitants and 

made prisoners of them. And placing the children of Mussalmans on the 

heads of spears exhibited them to their parents. Whoever said “ W db-gm n”

4 Ardas means supplication. Specifically it means the prayer which the Sikhs 
repeat after the completion of the morning and evening obligatory divine services 
and of the uninterrupted reading or chanting of the Granth Sahib. (Macauliffe, 
The Sikh Religion, vol. V . pp. 33 1, 332).
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was released, otherwise lie was killed. And the Sikhs promulgated the path 

of robbery wherever they were in the Subah of Lahore.

In the meanwhile,0 Bahadur Shah became ready for the proper chastise­

ment of Rajah Jay Smgh and Rajah A j it Singh bccause some 

offences on their part had come to light. A t the time of crossing the 

nvar Narbada the two Rajahs fled towards Udaipur, which was the residence 

of the Rana. The Rana regarded the arrival of these two men, none of 

whom had ever come to his city, and who, on the other hand, had tried to 

devastate his country according to the orders of the Padshah, as a gracious 

good fortune, and married two of his daughters with the two Rajahs. The 

Padshah himself went to the country of Dhandhar and the city of Amber, 

which is the capital of that country, and just below the side of which Jay- 

nagar has now been built and where the Rajah of Kachwahah lives, and 

bringing them into occupation, wanted to give proper punishment to these 
two Rajahs.6

(About this time) the news of this occurrence (in the Panjab) reached 

the holy ears and the Emperor himself turned towards that country. Strong 

troops had already started. One or two battles they fought like heroes. 

Guru Go bine! lied and rook shelter in the hills. And wherever Sikhs were 

found, orders were to the effect that they were to be killed without ques­

tion. The Sikhs, cutting the hairs of their head without any hesitation, 

beg an to merge themselves with the people, and hid themselves in the 

work of cultivation. Excepting the place of Makhowal, where Guru pobind 

lived, Sikhs were to be found nowhere in the whole Subah; even if they 

were, they passed their days like Ndnakpanthi faqus. For several months 

Gobind Singh fought with the Faujdar of the Doab from the crude fort 

winch he had built at Makhowal. A t last, his provisions diminished, his 

men dcscivccl, and one night among the nights, Gobind fled away. And, 

nominating one man in his place, kept him engaged in war and said; 

“ Entering into negotiations for peace, hand over the place to them and say, 

I am Gobind Singh.”  Accordingly in this manner, the envoy came 

out of the fort and said: “ Gobind Singh wants promise of safety and 

is giving up the place.”  When the Faujdar heard this, he asked whether

5 The construction of the sentence is such that a literal translation has not 
been possible.

6 1 lie reference here is, no doubt, to Bahadur Shah’s second invasion of 
Rajputana which took place in 1710. (Irvine, Latin M ughals , vol. I, pp. 71-73)-
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he was accepting Islam, otherwise it would be seen where he wouici remain 

living. He did not agree. The Faujdar’s men continued the fight, captured 

the fort and imprisoned the man whom he (Gobind) had stationed there. 

Under the impression that Gobind Singh had been captured drums of re­

joicing were beaten. When they (Faujdar’s men) brought him before the 

Faujdar and interrogated him, it was learnt chat the man, who had bfeen 

captured, was an impostor. The Faujdar asked: “ W hy did you do this?”  

He said: “ For saving the life of the Guru I did this, so that 1 may die but 

my Guru will live.” ' The Faujdar then and there sent him to the house of 

hell. A fter that the Sikhs, in every parganah, at intervals of one or two 

years, assembling in batches of one hundred or two hundred, created distur­

bances and plundered the merchants and the travellers. They also attacked 

helpless1 villages. When the news of these disturbances reached the Faujdar, 

they were hunted out and wherever found killed and those that remained 

cut their hairs and became merged in the people (m general).

In this manner the time of Farrukh-siyar came. In the reign 

of Farrukh-siyar a Sikh named Banda made his appearance and m the very 

beginning he started robbery and opened his hands in looting the villages. 

Wazir Khan, the Governor of Sarhind, being helpless, sent a petition to the 

Emperor detailing these events. The Faujdar of the Doiib was ordered to 

bring proper chastisement. W hen the Faujdar pursued them they fled in 

other directions; many sorts of men assembled around him and things came 

to such a pass thac the Faujdar and the inhabitants all became helpless. 

When many plunderers assembled together they destroyed many people. 

And when the Faujdar reached near them they disappeared among the 

people and Banda fied to the hilly country. When his troops became more 

powerful he went towards the jungle. Once taking a direct route, halting 

at every kos, Banda together with his party, his horsemen and foot-soldiers 

arrived at the Qasbah Talwarry, which was at a  d isC an cc  of six hales from 

Shahjahanabad. Before this news came out, he again returned towards 

Sarhind. A t that time the Waziri and the Amir-ul-Umari, were connected 

with the Barah Sayyids. A s they were famous for bravery they wrote to

7 According to Sikh tradition this incident happened at Chamkaur and not 
at Makhowal. According to Macauliffe, Sant Singh was the name of the man who 
was left in the fort. “ The Guru gave his plume to Sant Singh, clothed him in his 
armour, and seated him in the upper room he was about to vacate.”  Macauliffe, 

op. cit., vol. V , p. 190.
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the Subahdar of Lahore to the effcct: “ So long as you do not capturc this 

K a fr  you will have no placc in this darbar; on the contrary, it will be a 

causc of offencc on your part.”  Abdus Samad Khan was the Subahdar of 

that place. He kept as his W azir a man from Afghanistan, who was the 

Padshahzada of Turan and who was a close relation of Nawab Muhammad 

A m i* Khan, father of Nawab Itimad-ud-daulah Qamruddin Khan, and 

maintained as servants with him many Mughals of Afghanistan. He sent 

all these men to uproot the party, (Banda’s) and driving him from the 

whole Subah again forced him into the *Doa b; all ingress and egress was 

stopped and he was ted need to the extremity of hopelessness. But the order 

of the Sayyuls to capture the scoundrel came again and again, and at last 

after a year he was captured and many people were killed in these battles. 

A  crude fort, which is called ghaddi in Hindi, was made strong and a gun 

of tamarind wood was made and used for a long time and at last it burst. 

After the cutting off of provisions (attempts were made) to tempt the Sikhs 

towards Islam but they refused. T ill at last all were captured. Binding 

their necks with chains and putting them on camels (they) sent them to the 

Emperor’s darbar. One thousand six hundred men came to Shahjahanabad 

with Banda.

The Emperor’s order was issued to keep them prisoners in the yard of 

the Kotwdli. And every day a batch of one hundred was brought out and 

each was told that if he became a Mussalman he would be released, (but) 

they never agreed and every one was killed. In these discussions if there 

was delay, the Sikhs used to tell the executioner: “ Oh cuckold! make 

haste; my companions have gone and I am waiting.”  Till one day, at the 

time of killing a boy who was thirteen years old and who was very beauti­

ful, the Kotwdl stopped (the executioner) and, calling him to his presence, 

said: “ I am acknowledging you as my son, and applying to the Emperor. 

I am reprieving your death sentence.”  Although he was vigorously 

pressed, he did not agree and said: “ Kill me quickly.”  For one day the 

execution was kept in abeyance and the news was taken to the Emperor. 

Orders were issued that if he embraced Islam his death sentence might be 

pardoned. Otherwise, “ to kill the serpent and let go its young ones is not 

the work of wise men,”  as Shaikh Sadi said. A t last, he, too, was killed. 

In this way the whole (of the votaries) of this bad religion got the punish­

ment of their own deeds. From morning till sunset the men of the city 

came for this show; especially the inhabitants of the tracts near about, who
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had suffered much in the hands of these men, camc and became very pleased 

and expressed their detestation of them; and offered prayers for the Emperor. 

In this manner the turn of Banda, the evil-doer, came. He was taken over 

the whole town and drums were beaten and afterwards he was killed m front 

of the Kotwali yard. Taking the order of the Emperor those Sikhs, who 

were shopkeepers and grocers in the city, took the death body of Banda* out­

side the city, near Barahpalah, which is a well-known place. The reason for 

this name is that the water of the rains went by that place like a flood, and 

for heavy rains the road for coming and going was closed. Over that ditch, 

that is the path of the flood, a bridge was built with bricks and stones with 

twelve porches for the water to pass, and for this reason it was called Barah­

palah. In the Hindi language Jasr is the name of bridge. In short, in 

that place, in black earth, the black-hearted man was interred.8 N ow  the 

Sikhs go there at intervals of eight days. Nawab Abdus Samad Khan, as 

a reward for this quick service, got a mansab of 6000, a bedecked palki, 

elephants, horses, ornament of gold, jewels worn in the turban, a turban 

bedecked with gold, upper garment, a pearl necklace, and a few parganahs 

as jagir in the province of the Panjab. During his governorship the ad­

ministration reached perfection and the leading Zamindars paid their due 

tributes and presented their own daughters as presents. After this, for some 

time, the trouble from the Sikhs was entirely absent.

After the death of Abdus Samad Khan the Subahdari of Lahore was 

given to his son Zakariya Khan and his marriage was settled at Shahjahana­

bad with the sister of Nawab Itimad-ud-daulah Qamruddin Khan and he 

was given the title of Khan Bahadur. And the people in his days became 

very much contented, the price of grains became very low, the sepoys had 

enjoyment of life, and men passed their days in ease and safety. Thieves 

and robbers became extinct. From Kabul to Lahore and from Lahore to 

Shahjahanabad the business of buying and selling of the merchants was very 

brisk, \ la n y  of the learned and the scholars, and the saints got daily and 

monthly stipends. Twenty thousand horsemen, M ughal and Hindusthani, 

were always attached to his stirrup. Nobody was allowed to go beyond his

8 The execution of tlie Sikhs commenced on the 5th of March, 17 16  (O.S.). 
Banda himself was executed together with his son 011 the 19th of June, 17 16  (N.S.). 
The letter written by John Surman and Edward Stephenson to the Governor and 
Council of Fort William in Bengal explains the motive for this de'ay. (Ganda Singh, 
Banda Singh Bahadur, pp. 224-234).



proper limits and everybody, m proper manners and right path, remained 

steady and dutiful. A  wonderful time passed, which, for the people of 

Lahore, is memorable.

After this the rumour that N adir Shah was coming became very strong. 

M any letters came from the Khan Bahadur to the darbar to the effect that 

reinforcements should be sent so that he might combinc with the Subahdar 

of Kabul, but there was hesitation. In the meanwhile, Nadir reached ’the 

Khaibar. The Khan Bahadur wrote that as Nadir Shah had crossed the 

Khaibar he could do nothing. Nobody took his words sensibly. The more 

Asaf Jah prayed that the Emperor himself should go to Lahore or the situa­

tion would become critical, Khan Dauran said: “ The Turams are all con­

federates and false news come; if Nadir really conic, I shall lead the 

horsemen.”  A t  last, the Afghan officers closed the Khaibar Pass, which 

was a very strong place, and petitioned to the Emperor but without result. 

And one of the Varakjye Afghans went to Nadir Shah and showed him the 

way. W ithout letting them know lie reached Khaibar Kotla. The said 

Afghan had enmity with the Sardar of his tribe and he took Nadir Shah’s 

men in an unknown way in such a manner that the whole Varakjye clan 

was decimated. The children and women became prisoners in the hands 

of the Qizilbashes. In one march Nadir Shall passed Peshawar and reached 

the river of Attock. Coming out with his troops the Khan Bahadur pre­

pared for war. The Mughals, who were with him, said: “ It is known 

that you would get a good reception at the hands of Nadir Shah; it is 

better that you stand aside, or go over to Nadir Shah.”  The Khan 

Bahadur accepted none of these proposals. In the meantime terms came 

from Nadir Shall to the effect: “ You arc a Mussalman and the inhabi­

tants of this country are very pleased with you; I want that you are not 

harmed in any way. If you give me passage I will go to Hindusthan. If

I win victory the whole country9................if I be defeated, it is the will of

God. But when I return you would not put opposition.”  In reply the 

Khan Bahadur said: “ If no harm befalls my country and if my prestige 

does not suffer, I agree to this.”  Accordingly, when the Shah came near, 

the Khan Bahadur met him, and Nadir Shah dismissed him with honour 

and Lahore remained in the hands of the Khan Bahadur. He had two sons, 

one Yahiya Khan and the second Icjtadar-ud-daulah.10 Nadir Shah wanted

9 The manuscript is blurred here and could not be deciphered. . „
10 According to other authorities the name of the second son was H ayati' ’
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the younger son to be his companion, gave him the title of Shah Nawaz 

Khan, took him with himself and finished the affair of Hindusthan. On 

his way back also Nadir Shah came to Lahore and treated the Khan 

Bahadur well. He had an intention of attacking N u r Muhammad Latti. 

Again, he took Shah Nawaz Khan with him and finished the operation. 

Because of this "coming and going of the troops of Nadir Shah the Khan 

Bahadur could no longer maintain his authority as previously. The Sikhs 

began to make their appearance in some villages where they had concealed 

themselves and had been passing*" their time in obscurity. Wherever they 

found weak officers, on them they began to play their hands in the way of 

theft.

Near about this time the Khan Bahadur died.11 His sons were the 

sons of the sister of the W azir Nawab Qamruddin Khan, and the daughter 

of Nawab Qamruddin Khan also was married to the cider son Yahiya 

Khan. The sanad of the Subahdari was sent in his (Yahiya Khan’s) name 

from the darbar. Shah Nawaz Khan was very insolent and a shedder of 

blood from his boyhood and his bravery was very great. Especially, the 

companionship of Nadir Shah increased his insolence two-fold and bad 

ideas got way in his head. The rule of the elder brother was not liked by 

him. When the Sikhs found the position in the city like this, they began 

their old game. When Yahiya Khan wanted to chastise them and sent 

troops (for the purpose) Shah Nawaz Khan used secretly to write to the 

Sikhs: “ You hold on with perseverance,”  and by an air of friendliness 

made^the M ughal Sarddrs (favourably) inclined towards himself. Once he 

took the responsibility for the urgent business of the Sikhs in his own 

hands and entered into their midst. The Sikhs, with pleasure, became his 

companions and Shah Nawaz Khan began to plunder the Subah exten­

sively. Again, there was a compromise between the two brothers. In the 

meantime most of the places were given in writing to the Sikhs and he 

(Shah Nawaz Khan) began to keep his hair and after this, bringing the 

Mughals to his side, openly engaged in war against his brother. In the 

city of Lahore lines of entrenchment and other preparations for war were 

made complete. A t  last Shah Nawaz Khan was victorious and after a great 

struggle Yahiya Khan was captured and made prisoner. He took the

Khan. The Khan Bahadur had also a third son named M ir Baqi. (Sarkar, Fall of 
tb.e M ughal Empire, vol. I, p. 191).
Baim  This was in 1745 A .D .
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Subahdan wthoiit any partnership and created an excellent army of the 

foreign Mughals.o  r?

Nawab Qamruddin Khan was dissatisfied for the sake of his daughter 

and did not grant the Sanad of the Subahdari. Without the imperial 

Sanad Shah Nawaz Khan occupied the whole Subah, together with the 

Subah of Multan. He chose a strange path, and wrecklessness and shedding 

of blood he made into a habit. He erected a fort for sitting in darbar'llkc 

the eight-towered fort of Shahjahanabad where the emperors themselves 

used to sit, and the Sardars were ordered to remain standing (before him'). 

He again turned his attention towards uprooting the Sikhs. When a Sikh 

was brought before him his belly was cut in his presence and sometimes 

his brain was taken out by driving a nail (into his head) and kept preserved 

in his presence. If any Sikh was brought prisoner at the time when he 

was engaged in eating, he asked that his bladder be extracted and brought, 

and according to his orders, the executioner took it out and put it on his 

tray, and lie went on eating his food with pleasure. He never hesitated in 

ordering executions. If any of the inhabitants of the city brought to him 

any complaint, he, without any thought, ordered both to be killed. If 

any mother complained to him about her son, that he did not look after 

her, then he would give signal for the execution of the son before her eyes. 

When he (the son) was taken to the place of execution and the mother 

began to cry, he ordered the executioner to kill both of them. He gave the 

revenues of the Panjab to the foreign troops. One day, in course^of his 

perambulations, he went to the place where he had kept his brother a 

prisoner and said: “ M y  mind desires that I root out the two eyes of my 

elder brother.”  The sound of these words reached the ears of Yahiyii 

Khan and he felt extremely worried and helpless. He used to weep before 

everybody and ask for a remedy. By chance a free maid-servant, who 

brought him his food, said: “ I will take you out by seating you on the 

food tray.”  She did this at the time of return (by putting him) in place 

of the plates and dishes used in eating. A  few horses had been kept ready 

near that house. A t  the fall of night he got on horse-back and rode forty 

hoses of way in course of the night. On the second day Shah Nawaz 

Khan got this news. M any searches were made but without result. In 

course of five days Yahiya Khan reached Shahjahanabad.

N ear about this time the report of the coming of Ahmad Shah Abdali^ 

which had not vet been heard, bccame current in quarters on the
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Kabul. Shah Nawaz Khan wrote many letters asking him to come this 

way so that the two together might conquer Hinduschan. Ahmad Shah 

agreed and started towards Kabul. A t that time he kept up his corres­

pondence with friendly moderation and Shah Nawaz Khan thought that 

he would rule and that he would finish all his great tasks with this man as 

his collaborator; * nd giving him the office of a great Subah he would make 

him agree to his proposal. Ahmad Shah began to send him letters of 

friendship and such others that were hkefy to cement the friendship, so that 

with his friendship it might be easy for him to cross the river at Attock. 

When he had. crossed the river easily Shah Nawaz Khan sent an envoy to 

inform him that it was all well that he had come according to his call. 

“ N ow  let us march towards Hindusthan. If God pleases, after winning 

victory and after ascending the imperial throne, the office of the W azir will 

be fixed for you and I myself shall engage in the imperial duties.”  In 

reply he (Ahmad Shah) said: “ God has given me power and I am not 

inclined towards help from anybody. He who will come to my service 

after thinking about his own welfare would be the gainer. However, to 

conquer countries and to rule as Emperor is written in my destiny.”  He 

began to issue orders throughout the tracts from Qandahar to Herat and 

from Kabul to this place and wrote to Shah N aw az: “ If you obey me, an 

extensive country will be given to you.”  The darwesh Shah Sabir, in whom 

he (Ahmad Shah) had much faith, and who was a man given over to piety 

and contemplation, was sent with the envoy to make this offer. When Shah 

Sabir brought this news to Shah Nawaz Khan, his head, which was full of 

the air of pride, was at once upset, and he said: “ I shall be the Emperor, 

I gave Ahmad Shah the passage to come here.”  Shah Sabir said: “ God 

has given him the kingdom; you make it your duty to obey him and you 

will be given the post of the W azir.”  Shah Nawaz Khan angrily 

said: “ You are a mad man and I do not like the words of mad men; you 

will receive the fruits of your actions.”  Shah Sabir said: “ God the High 

will make you fall down from your position and I shall see.”  His (Shah 

N aw az’s) pride within him made him say: “ I am presently making you 

fall from your position.”  He issued orders and (accordingly) Shah Sabir’ s 

hands and feet were bound, an iron chain was stuck in his neck, a dog was 

brought and tied to Shah Sabir’s neck, stones were pelted at him, and he 

was made to roll on the ground. And he said: “ The punishment for 

Bami iiu have done me you will receive.”  Shah Sabir was told: "Say
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that Shah Nawaz Khan is the Emperor and Ahmad Shah his W azir.”  He 

said: “ Unquestionably Ahmad Shah is the Emperor and you will leave 

this placc as a vagabond.” 12

However, this news reached Ahmad Shah. Immediately leaving his 

camp he advanced in three days the distance of twelve days, reached the 

vicinity of Lahore and camped there. Shah Nawaz Khan made preparations 

for war and arranged the lines of entrenchment around the city. There 

were twelve thousand foreign horsemen^ who belonged to his own clan, 

and every one of whom had arms of silver and golden weapons of war, and 

horses from China, Arabia and Turkey, who tore even cannons to pieces, 

together with proper and sufficient accoutrements of war. The people of 

Lahore used to say that even in the days of the Khan Bahadur such a 

number of foreign Mughals with such accoutrements did never assemble 

together. But inspite of this the decree of Providence was that, without any 

battle and without any firing of guns, the men fled in course of the night. 

From whichever entrenchment Shah Nawaz Khan took information he 

found that the men had fled. Being helpless he, too, leaving his things, 

treasury, arsenal and attendants, and getting on a swift camel, being un­

successful, put Ins feet on the field of decline. In five days he rcached 

Shahjahanabacl.

The soldiers who were in the parganahs without any occupation fell 

into the hands of the Sikhs with their equipments and some of the Zannn- 

dars, who had received wealth and property, began to behave in the t^anncr 

of the Sikhs. The affair of Ahmad Shah lingered on. Shah Nawaz Khan 

had Shah Sabir killed, together with the dog, 111 his presence at the 

time he fled. And also, when Ahmad Shah again fled towards Lahore, 

being defeated in Hindusdian, a portion of his equipments fell into the 

bands of the Zamindars, and, in every parganah, manufacturing arms of 

war, they occupied some of the villages. Itimad-ud-daulah Nawab 

Qamruddin Khan Bahadur died in this battle,11 and on his son, Nawab 

Muin-ul-Mulk, who had performed many deeds of valour and to whose 

firmness the victory over Ahmad Shah was due, the Subahdari of Lahore, 

Multan, Kabul and Tattah was conferred. He pursued Ahmad Shah

12  This is a restoration; the manuscript is here stained.

13 This battle was fought at Manupur, a village ten miles north-west of 
S.irhind, in March, 1748. For details see Sir J. N . Sarkar’ s Fall of the ' 
Empire, vol. I, pp. 220-230,
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Abdali and got the title of Rustam-i-Hind. Ahmad Shah fled towards 

Qandahar and he could not halt anywhere in his way.

Rustam-i-Hind took up his position at Lahore and the Sikh trouble 

began. In this opportunity the Sikhs assembled together and began to 

fight the Faujdars. Rustam-i-Hind used to employ his crack troops to 

attack the followers of this bad religion and to plunder the enemy. M any 

came as prisoners and were executed. A t  intervals of one or two months 

his troops attacked them. Though the scoundrels did not possess the 

strength for war, still they left nothing undone to harm the parganahs and 

to commit robbery. When the troops came near than, in pursuance of 

their old practice, they took shelter under the Zamindars and some went 

towards Kohistan. After the return of the troops they again stealthily 

began their depredations. And the Mughals brought their severed heads 

and got prizes. M uin-ul-M ulk himself, under the cover of hunting, rode 

a horse and after going five or six koses, sent the horsemen to those tracts 

whcreform he got news about the Sikhs. Reaching there unexpectedly the 

horsemen killed (most of) them and the rest fled. In the days of Muin-ul- 

M ulk the roads were clcarcd in course of a year and the Sikhs accepted the 

position of cultivators. In this way two years passed. Ahmad Shah 

Abdali again got ready and fell upon M mn-ul-M ulk. It was the reign ot 

Mirza Ahmad Shah and Nawab Bahadur Khwajah Sara was the muktear. 

Nothing in the way of preparation was done from the central Government. 

Ahma^l Shah came near and Rustam-i-Hind fought with him for five 

months and was afterwards defeated. Ahmad Shah reached Lahore and 

took away all the weapons and equipments of war. Though he had ex­

perienced various exhibitions of warlike skill (on the part of M uin-ul-Mulk) 

he did not put his hand on his honour and gave him the Subahdari of 

Lahore on his (Ahmad Shah’s) behalf and the whole country remained as 

before.

In course of these troubles the Sikhs again assembled together. In the 

meantime Shah Nawaz Khan rcached the borders of Multan from Shahja- 

hanabad, passing through the Lakhi jungle, and because of the quarrel 

between the Iranis and the Turanis, Safdar Jung issued the Sanad of the 

Subahdari of Lahore in the name of Shah Nawaz Khan. And of the 

Qalaqchi Mughals, who were at Lahore, some fled barehanded and joined 

Shah Nawaz Khan m expectation of his favour. He secretly wrote to the 

“ You bring trouble and harm to the Subah of Lahore.”  For mad
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men one single hint is enough. The Sikhs scattered themselves here and 

there and roamed about, saying: “ Shah Nawaz, Shah N aw az.”  Rustam- 

i-H ind  himself remained at Lahore for subduing the Sikhs and sent an army 

under the generalship of his Dcwan Rajah Kaura M ai Khatri against 

Shah Nawaz Khan. Shah Nawaz Khan fought with bravery, and after 

wounding several Mughals with his own hands, died. The ambition of 

Rustam-i-Hind doubled itself. Safdar Jung again sent a Sanad in the name 

of Nasir Khan, the Subahdar of Ka^ul.11 Nasir Khan came cowards 

Lahore and, coming out of Lahore, Rustam-i-Hind defeated him. In course 

of these troubles the business of uprooting the Sikhs could not be proceeded 

with. But up to that tunc no distinct place was m their occupation. They 

lived scattered in the way of thieves and robbers. About two thousand 

horsemen remained scattered throughout the Subah and, wherever one or 

two hundred assembled, troubles began and they again fled. N o month 

passed in which ten or twenty severed heads of Sikhs were not brought to 
the city.

In accordance with the will of God Rustam-i-Hind accidentally died in 

young age. He left a boy of one year and his wife became regent. The 

soldiers were separated into two groups, one M ughal and the other Hindus- 

thani. One was against the other. The Begum sided more with the 
Hindusthams. A fter some time the Mughals became dissatisfied, drove out 

the Begum and they made a man named Bihkari Khan the regent, and he 

became the owner of the country. The Begum wrote to Ahmad Shah* detail­

ing the actual events. Ahmad Shah sent troops to Lahore under Sardar 

Zaman Khan. The Mughals fled and again the Begum got the regency. 

The Begum put Bihkan Khan before her, bound his hands and feet, rolled 

him in a sheet of canvass and then ordered her maid-servants to beat him 

with sticks. Then taking a dagger in her hand she herself struck him twice 

and (the body) was thown outside. The Durrani troops in reality ruled 

though the name was of the Begum. A  daughter of M uiir-i^FM uf^^hose 

name was Umdat-ul-nesa, was betrothed from her childhood''to t h c ^ a v  

W azir Imad-ul M ulk. The M ughal Sarddrs, whey \r.\A come flying

» “A
14 Nasir Khan had been the governor of Kabul a fi jf id t im ^ th e  province

ceded to Persia by the treaty of 1739 and had been fo r^5 ^ /  Nadir Shah to 
tinue as his governor. W ith the rise of the Abdali he^Wjt^Qibul and camjpvto 

Lahore and M uin-ul-M ulk appointed him Faujdar of theNfour fyfyihals-^% 
Pasrur, Gujrat and Aurangabad.
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Lahore, complained to the Nawab-W azir Azam  GhaziuddTn Khan 

Bahadur1'’ of the Begum’s high-handedness and immoderate conduct and 

urged that she was destroying the honour of the M ughal name and that 

she wanted to marry her daughter with the son of Ahm ad Shah Durrani. 

As the matter was concerned with honour the Nawab-W azir became very 

much angry and taking with himself the Shahzada A h  Gowhar, who was 

then associated with State business, went towards Lahore. During these 

troubles nobody paid any attention towards subduing the Sikhs. They 

looted the country everywhere and did not pay rents at all. When the 

Nawab-W azir reached the vicinity of Lahore the Sikhs went away in 

another direction. Big Rajahs and big Zamindars paid him visits. He had 

six thousand brave horsemen with him and he crossed the Sutlej. flic  

Subahdar of Kashmir came down from the bills and wrote letters m which 

there were firm promises of friendship in the matter of Kabul and matters 

connected with attacking Ahmad Shah. The Rajah of Jammu, who was 

well-known among the Rajahs of the hills and through whose friendship 

the Subah of Kashmir came into the hands of Ahmad Shah, also expressed 

his desire of seeing him (Wazir) and sent Vakils with presents. And the 

troops of Ahmad Shah fled to Qandahar in a helpless condition.

The W azir sent two thousand horsemen and several khojas to Lahore 

on an expedition. They came to Lahore, passing seven days’ distance in 

three days, and making the Begum a prisoner brought her together with 

her belongings (to the Wazir). He (Wazir) gave the Subahdan to an old 

M ughal friend named Jamiluddln Khan, returned and entered Shahjaha- 

nabad without trouble. From her prison the Begum wrote to Ahmad 

Shall: “ M y  relative has made me a prisoner without any reason. You 

are a great Padshah and you called me your own daughter, and while yor, 

are living I am being subjected to such indignities.”  A ll the Durrani 

troops that Ahmad Shall had assembled as a precautionary measure when 

the Wazir had gone towards Lahore, and two thousand Belocli horsemen 

whose commander was Nasir Khan Baroln, twelve thousand Uzbak horse­

men who had been brought from Balkh, eight thousand horsemen of 

Darwesh A ll Khan Herati, who were Qizilbasln Iranis, Baj Chung Khan, 

Zamindar of Bangash with five thousand troops, and ten thousand horse-

15  This was Slnhabuddin, who afterwards gained the titles of Imad-ul-Mulk, 

Ghazi-ud-din Khan Bahadur etc., and became the W azir of the Empire in June, 1754-
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men from Kabul and Peshawar under the command of Samad Khan 

Malnnand reachcd, by continuous marches, the vicinity of Shahjahanabad 

and the case of the Nawab-W azir was completely spoiled. In order to des­

cribe these incidents a separate book is necessary. For this reason, the inci­

dents of Lahore have been written shortly, just to keep the connection of 

events in hand.

The fact is that Ahmad Shah Durrani reachcd Shahjahanabad.10 

Mughlani Begum was released and the servants of the Begum, wherever 

they found the Nawab-W azir’s men, 1beat them with lathis and began to 

ride the Nawab-W azir’s own beautiful horses. Ahmad Shah gave the 

Begum the title of Sultan M irza.17 A  domestic of Rustam-i-Hind, whose 

name was Arjamand and who was a sincere friend of the Nawab-Wazir, 

was called to her presence by the Begum and she struck him with a dagger 

and killed him. She sent information to her daughter to the effect that she 

intended to solemnise her marriage with Tim ur Shah, the son of Ahmad 

Shah. Umdadennesa Begum, whose chastity be ever preserved, said: “ I 

shall kill myself. M y  age is fourteen; mspite of that how can my marriage 

be settled without m y conscnt?”  In short, the Begum played upon her 

hopes and fears, and cajolcd her but Umda Begum did not agree. Just at 

that tune, when the Durrani trouble was going on and the Nawab-W azir 

was a prisoner, all the jewellery of Umda Begum was taken away, excepting 

the picce of cloth which she had been wearing, and nothing else remained. 

It is a fact that ornaments to the value of twenty-four lakhs had been in her 

name from the time of her -father. A ll was taken away by fovfe. One 

night she was married to Imdad-ul-Mulk in a poor manner and given away 

to him.

A t the time of his departure Ahmad Shah left his son as the Subahdar 

of Lahore, kept Samad Khan with troops at Sarhind, and appointed Najib- 

ud dowla at Shahjahanabad. The troops of Ahmad Shah began to watch 

the Sikhs and very often the troops plundered the Sikhs. The number of 

Sikh horsemen also reached about ten thousand and the footmen were innu­

merable. In the meantime the Nawab-Wazir, taking with him Ahmad

1 fi This was 011 the 28th January, 1757.
17 Tt is said that, being very much pleased by the services rendered by 

M ughlani Begam, Ahmad Shah had cried out, “ Hitherto I hail styled you my 
daughter; blit from today I shall call you my son and give you the title of Sultan 
M irza.’ ’ (Sarkar, cp. cit., vol. II, pp. 64, 65).



Khan Bangash, Raghunath Rao, Holkar, Shamser Bahadur and others, and 

assembling about a lakh of troops, drove Najib Khan out of Shahjahanabad 

and also drove Samad Khan out of Sarhind. Tim ur Shah fled from Lahore 

and the city of Lahore and the villages to the limits of the Panjab were 

occupied by the Marathas.1S One year passed in this manner. Again 

Ahmad Shah Durrani came, the Marathas fled, Ahm ad Shah reached 

Shahjahanabad and the Nawab-W azir began to live m the fortresses with the 

Marathas. On his way back, Ahmad Shah again kept troops at Sarhind, 

Doab, Lahore and Rhotas. This tittte many Sikhs were killed. Wherever 

the troops of Ahmad Shah heard of the Sikhs, crossing eighty koses of dis­

tance in one day and one night, they fell upon the Sikhs and punished 

them. W hen Ahmad Shah crossed three rivers of the Panjab, a Sikh 

named Charat Singh followed Ahmad Shah with one thousand two 

hundred horsemen, and everyday, when the troops halted, they came to 

view and the Durranis began to fight with them. After fighting like the 

advance guard of an army till a watch of the night passed, they went away 

and the troops of Ahmad Shah kept watch for the whole night. In the 

morning, at the time of starting, they again came to view and again the 

whole day they remained hidden. Again at dusk till two watches of the 

night, they fought like an advance guard as before, and at night they used 

to camp at a distance of ten koses from Ahmad Shah’s army. For a long 

time Ahmad Shah wanted to form lines for a pitched battle or that they 

might come into his hands but no opportunity came. Ahmad Shah crossed 

the river»at Attock and went to Qandahar.

The officers of the Subah of Lahore had always to remain in 

the anxieties of war. A t  last, one day the Sikhs hid themselves here and 

there and a small section among them appeared in the city of Lahore. The 

Durranis also, according to their fixed custom, came out in the way of an 

advance guard and found that about one thousand of the Sikh troops were 

there, and sent news to the Subahdar. The Subahdar himself, who was 

Sardar Jahan Khan, got upon his horse and alone driving the Sikhs back 

passed about 15  koses of way and came back. Again the Sikhs attacked 

and near about the time of evening the battle became furious. The

18 Raghunath Rao captured Lahore m April, 1758. Adina Beg Khan became 
the Subahdar 011 behalf of the Marathas and he, m his turn, appointed Khwajah 
Khan to govern Lahore as his deputy. Later on, after the death of Adina Beg, 
Sabiiji Sindhia was sent to take the governorship directly into Maratha hands.
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Durrams, too, standing erect, advanced. Just at this time of struggle ten 

thousand Sikhs horsemen with Charat Singh, Tara Singh Ghebah, Jassa 

Singh Thokah, Hari Singh Bhangi, Lehna Singh, Gujar Singh, Jhanda 

Singh and others arrived and joined the battle from one side. The Durrani 

troops, being unable to stand, retreated at night towards the city, fighting. 

In this battle many Sikhs were killed and many Durrams also were killed 

and wounded. Rather about two hundred Durrani men were made pri­

soners. After this Sardar Jahan Khan went to Kabul. Assembling to­

gether, the Sikhs fell upon Jain Khan, whc?was the Governor of Sarhind on 

behalf of Ahmad Shah. Jain Khan fought for many days and at last died. 

After this the Sikhs divided the country (among themselves) and Jhanda 

Singh went towards Multan with eight thousand horsemen and conquered 

it. The town of Sarhind, which was a very 

lived many nobles, saints, scholars and businessmen, was entirely destroyed. 

Three of them occupied the city of Lahore as partners and the officers of ail 

the three sat together.19

After a year Ahmad Shah came again and they gave way and scattered 

themselves here and there. Ahmad Shah destroyed Amritsar, where there 

Were .1 deep tank, several buildings on it, and a temple of the Sikhs. It is 

n custom among the Sikhs that they call the day of Dewali Dewala, and 

they assemble at Amritsar and take their baths. When a Sikh is wounded 

in battle, he is kept in a house erected by the side of the tank, and the 

Vvater of the tank is rubbed in the wound instead of medicine. From there 

Ahmad Shah went in search of the Sikhs and passed one hundred koses in 

course of one day and one night. Inspite of this the Sikhs got the informa­

tion and fled. Some were killed, the camps were plundered and about one 

thousand horses came into the hands of the Durrams. Some of the Zamin- 

dars told Ahmad Shah that on that side there was a notable Zammdar of 

the parganah of Sarhind named A la Jat, who had been a cultivator under 

the Sarhind officers. In recent times he strengthened some of the M ughal 

forts and declared himself as Singh. The Sikhs very often came to his 

shelter and at the time of battle he supplied them with food and other 

necessaries. After waiting one day, Ahmad Shah, on the second day,

19  It seems that there has been some confusion here and that these incidents 
should be placed later, i.e., in 1763. The incidents described in the next paragraph, 

v iz : the destruction of Amritsar and the subjugation of Ala Smgh, took place in 
1762.

good place and where there
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attacked the fort of A la Jat, which was named Dhandah Dhurah but Ala 

was not in that fort. The fort was very strong but it fell at the first 

attack. A la Jat paid a considerable amount of money and came to see 

Ahmad Shah. Again Ahmad Shah went away and the Sikhs were estab­

lished as before. For the fourth time Ahmad Shah came to within six 

marches of Shahjahanabad but the Sikhs did not fight him. They gave 

him way and went away to their own places. After this Ahmad Shah did 

not come again.

The Sikhs cultivated the fand in full strength. They destroyed the 

nobles and the sepoys and made the cultivators and businessmen favourably 

inclined (towards themselves). About fifty thousand horsemen with beauti­

ful horses and innumerable footmen were made ready and they amicably 

divided the country in the following manner— Jhanda Singh becamc the 

owner of M ultan; Charat Singh occupied that side of Lahore which was 

called Car M ahal and whose boundary extended to the side of the river at 

Attock; and in Lahore and the adjoining mahal Lehna Singh, Gujiir Singh 

and other Sikhs becamc masters. Those Sikhs, who live near about Lahore, 

are, in their idiom, called M anjhawdla; and those Sikhs, who are overlords 

in the Doab, such as Jassa Singh Kalal, Jassa Singh Thok.ih and Tara Singh 

Ghebah, are known as Bura Dal. In the jungly country the parganahs of 

Sarhind and all others, the overlord was A la Jat’s son,20 whose name was 

Am ar Singh and who was a Padshahi Zamindar. Six or seven thousand 

horsemen were always in his servicc and infantrymen he had to any num­

ber he wanted. He has five or six strong forts in his hands21........................

Out of forty lakhs of revenue forty thousand are given to the Sikh Dal when 

they come within his boundaries. The place of his residence is Patiala. 

According to the idiom of the Sikhs the infantryman is called Shahjadah. 

Those Sikhs who are barefooted are called nahtdk. His troops go to those 

portions of villages and parganahs that are under the occupation of others, 

give assurances of safety and take money. This money is called qdrrdh.22 

Qarrah is, m the Hindi language, equivalent of that utensil in which black 

sugar, sweets, and other things are prepared. From whichever place the 

Sikhs take money, (with that) they make cfarrah in the name of Nanak,

20 Am ar Singh was the grandson and not the son of Ala Singh.
21 The meaning here is not clear and possibly something has been left out.
22 This is more generally known as rakhi, something like the Maratha 

chiwth. (Sinha, Rise of the Sikh Power, p. 208).



cook halooah in that, and distribute it as parsad. And meat they call maha- 

parsad. Meat and wine they take in plenty.

After the departure of Ahmad Shah, Charat Singh and others estab­

lished themselves with complete ease. The Sikhs of the Burra Dal every 

year sent troops in the direction of Shahjahanabad and, so long as Najib 

Khan was alive, he used to fight with them every year and always he won 

but the country was devastated by them. Still in every patganah crude forts 

were built and for every village there was a fort with mud walls. Nothing 

was lost except grains and it was only after many battles that they became 

victorious. Sometimes driving them out of his own boundary he pushed 

them back to theirs. Then the Manjhawala Sikhs helped the Burra Dal. 

Except on these occasions, they did not come this way. They had no neces­

sity to plunder, good countries were in their hands. When the Emperor 

entered Shahjahanabad23 their strength increased. Some of the mafjals 

near Shahjahanabad, which were in its possession during the days of Najib 

Khan, are now, owing to the ncgligcnce of the Government, in the hands 

of the Sikhs. But M irza Shafi Khan (peace be upon him) rescued many 

of the mahals. When the present Emperor attacked Zabita Khan, Mirza 

Nijjiif Khan was with him  with one lakh of horsemen. Three thousand 

horsemen of the Sikhs were also with Zabita Khan. In course of the ad­

vance guard actions they used to plunder and go away. A t last, the day 

on which Zabita Khan ŵ as defeated, the Sikhs went away quite safely and 

they took Zabita Khan with them. For this reason a good understanding 

arose between them.

When the Burra Dal comes towards Hindusthan, live or six thousand 

regular troops and the rest in many different bands come with them. If 

for the purpose of negotiation any vakil arrive on behalf of any Sardar, the 

respectable Sarddrs do not enter into discussions with him at first. On the 

first day they spread a carpet in some place and the Sikhs, coming in bands, 

sit together w'lth the Sardar. One man is told to perform ardas. Getting 

up the man reads something and says: “ The Vakil of such and such 

Sardar has come to negotiate; what is the will of the Khalsahji?”  Every 

man, who had been sitting there, says that which is in his mind. One 

says: “ I shall fight, I do not agree to the terms.”  Some one says: “ I am

23 The reference is to Shah Alain’s entrance into Delhi on the 3rd January, 
1772, after his alliance with Marathas.
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starting tomorrow in such and such a direction.”  Another speaks foully. 

What the Sardar himself wants he says, in a low voice, in the ears of the 

Vakil at night in his own house. After several meetings of the party the 

proposal is agreed to. Everybody is independent in his own place. If 

anybody possesses two horses and has a village m jdgir, he is under no neces­

sity of bowing to another. If with the desire of plunder he comes towards 

I-findusthan, it is all right, otherwise nobody forces him to come. Simi­

larly, the persons possessing a hundred or two hundred horsemen are also of 

the same condition. If any troops from outside come to their side, then it 

is necessary that they all combine. The territory that has come under their 

rule comprises the whole Subah of Lahore, three-fourths of M ultan because 

the fourth part is m the hatids of the Daudputras, and one-third of the 

Subah of Shahjahanabad. A t present they have in readiness fifty thousand 

troops with good horses, good guns and costly dresses, and innumerable 

foot-soldiers. Two years back Timur', Shah conquered the city of M ultan2'1 

and seven hundred Sikhs were killed- there together. The city of Multan 

and some parganahs adjoining the city are under his officers and the rest is in 

the hands of the Sikhs. “ In whose hands is sovereignty to-day?— In the 

hands of God who is one and all powerful.”  Seventy years back this reli­

gion was born and at present several lakhs of people belong to this faith.

24 ^  Short History of the Origin and Rise of the Sikhs

24 This was in 1781 anil so the Hakikut was written in 1783.


