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PREFACE 

The volume in hand is the report of the surv«|r e«rri#d 

out in a few villages of Mylliem Community Developmeil lUiicICi 

the Bast Khasi Hills, Meghalaya, during 1987-1988. This surrty 

was carried out under a project on preparation of the socio­

economic profile of population in Mylliem Block. This p^roject 

formed a part of;* larger project sponsored by the UGC-NRIPPA, 

Government of India to the Centre for Adult and Contlnultif 

Bducatioi, North-Eastern Hill Iftiiversity, Shillong, Megha^l^ft. 

First of all, I acknolwedge my gratitude to Dr. M# C* 

Pandey, Head of the Centre for Adult and Continuing Mucatioii, 

NBHU, Shiiiong, for providing me a chance to come closer to ^Ml 

area and the people while carrying out the survey. SipeeiMNNii 

while surveying and analysing informatics have certainly 

enriched my knowledge^ Then, I an grateful to the f^eop^ 1(111 

took pains to fill ih the questionnaires and still gre«IM JNI 

and my investigator, Mr. William J, Lyngskor, witll a 

I am especially thankful to Mri W.J4 Lyngakw -for 

readiness to work as Investigator in this project. He eo^i^ 

hardly be compensated ccxDmensurately with the paii^ mA 

that he had to undergo for getting the i^uestioimairei filled 

g prepared the questionnaire (in English) with his con«),^^i^Oii 

and he translated it in Khasi with a great aptiti:ide, HlviKk 

questioimaires were filled in, the English tmm^iMt:^m-'-w3L^''mtm 
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made by Mr, Lyngskor, His cooperation could save much financial 

resources of the project vhich could have otherwise been epimt 

on translation. 

In analysing the data obtained from the survey I liaise 

been greatly helped by Dr. N, P. Goel, Department of Geogrflg;)hy, 

MEHU, Shillong, who allowed me to use his Departmental Ck>mputer, 

He vas helpful in feeding data also« I acknowledge his help and 

cooperation with a feeling of gratitude. 

Dr. N. Shrivastav of the Department of Bconomics, NBHU, 

Shillong, cursorily read the manuscript and encouraged ae by 

expressing his good opinion about it, Amaresh and Bisbwaobhar, 

the two young colleagues of mine who love me very much, lucrft 

encouraged me to complete this work nicely. Prof. K. Be« has 

always shown an encouraging gesture and my M«A./M,Phll/Pl»»I>» 

students did really bear with me for (at least partly) sidM* 

tracking their interest, I am thankful to them. 

(S. K. MISHRA) 
Department of BcORomlcs 

North-Bastern Hill diversity 
Shillong 
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CHAPTER > I 

IKTROLUCTIQN 

">• The pro.lect and the Survey 

The volume in hand is the report of the survey carried 

out in a few villages of Mylliem Block, Bast Khasi Hills, 

Meghalaya, during December 1987 • March 1988. This survey was 

carried out as a project to prepare a "Socio-economic Profile 

of Population" in the said C D . Block 01* Meghalaya. This pro­

ject formed a part of a Mgger project sponsored by the DGC-

NNFPA to the Centre for Adult and Continuing Bducatlon, North-

Eastern Hill University, Shlllong, Meghalaya, 

The prospects of carrying out such a survey to prepare 

a socio-ecoftomic profile of the people/area are certainly great 

and the usefulness of such a profile is Immense. While tber* are 

but a few studies of this nature available to those vho vtnt to 

know about the local society and economy of Meghalaya, a study 

of this type will add to the available literature of interest. 

From such a study many points emerge that may give us direction 

to formulate policies, make plans and subsequently help the 

people of this area to attain a higher level of social and 

economic well-being. 

2, Some MethodoloPlcal Conslderaticms 

m this survey (and report), however, we have not been 

able to portray all the significant aspects of the society and 

the ecMJomy of the area and the people that we have studied; 



- 2 ^ 

nor have we been able to analyse deep-seated reasons arid causes 

and inter-correlations among them, the resultant of which forces 

and interactions are the indicators that make such a profile. 

The ref̂ sons behind the said limitation of this survey and report 

therefore, are numerous. The first of them is the fact that from 

the very beginning this survey was meant for providing an 

outline or rather a cursory view of the socio-economic profile 

of the area/people that we have studied, ^ meagre ampunt of 

Rs. 2,500 was allocated to this project vhich could finance only 

one investigator, part time and that also for only a small 

period of time. Such a limitation restricted the scope of the 

study and therefore we could plan for distributing questionnaires 

to some selected househods of a few villages. In obtaining the 

filled in questionnaires as well we could obtain only a partial 

success. That was a time when the area under study had not 

reached a political equilibrium and we found that the circula­

tion of the questionnaires often aroused a feeling among the 

people that had some political expectations. When bur investi­

gator made it clear to the people that these questionnaires are 

to be filled in for carrying out a research and this project 

does not form a programme to provide any material benefit to 

the people being surveyed — either on behalf of the State 

Government or. that of the Centre we cannqt ensure that they will 

be given some material benefit — the people often discredited 

the usefulhess of our effort to obtain data. The respondents, 

in many cases,, reacted rather coldly. As a result, many of the 
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questionnaires could not be filled in» In course of the survey 

ve had to change the choice of villages. Some villages' original­

ly planned to "be surveyed had to be discarded and new one 

selected. Finally, ve could obtain 106 questionnaires from 

eight villages. Out of these questionnaires thirteen vere foiind 

to be utterly poor in providing any information and hence we 

proceeded with 93 questionnaires. 

In view of the limitations noted above, we will not 

indulge in the methodological issues that may be pertinent 

enough for any scientific study. This is one of the reasons that 

has refrained us from providing tables and infoimation at the 

village level, We have pooled the data obtained from all the 

eight villages and processed the data to draw some inferences 

at the gross level, We must note that from the very beginning 

our purpose was not to provide information at village level. 

We planned to obtain the socio-economic profile at the Block 

level. To this end, pooling of villages does not detract us from 

the maintained objectives. 

"To what extent and with what deĝ ree of bias does "this 

study reveal the paraiietric profile of the Block" is a question 

that might be raised. To answer this question we will take only 

a semi-scientific stand. We will argue that in the cases while 

we have some idea about the parameters, we have obtained 

estimates very close to them, though we will not indulge in 

expressing them in terms of probability or level of significance. 
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To give some examples, our findings about the average family 

size, nuclearity of the household, religious faith of the 

household, dependency ratio, dependency on the sources of live­

lihood, and some socio-institutional aspects are not at much 

variance with the parametric magnitudes that have been obtained 

through Census or other surveys. Further, many types of informa­

tion that ve have gathered here in this survey cannot be com­

pared at all in view of the fact that they have not been 

recorded or reported elsewhere. 

Secondly, while analysing the data we have observed the 

asymptotic properties in the estimates. The most of the 

estimates started stabilising around some fixed magnitudes 

after ^^ - 60 questionnaires were included. Such a finding 

stirred up our analytical sense. As a result, from the pool of 

93 we started drawing random samples of gradually increasing 

sizes and estimating the parameters at each iteration. We 

observed the asymptotic properties becoming pronounced whenever 

the sample size grew larger than 55 (or sometimes sixty). From 

this we conclude that even if we could collect some more samples 

(by filling in some more questionnaires), our findings could 

hardly change to any significant degree. 

Nevertheless, a methodological question still remains. 

Suppose, the Block has n types of villages (types defined in 

terms of parameters). Our eight villages might have been drawn 

from them which may represent only m (m less than n) types. 
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Thus n-m types are not represented. Hence the estimates based 

on the Samples do not represent the Block level parameters. We 

will not make any attempt to defend our study. However, we will 

point out that the eight villages selected by us are quite 

varied in characteristics. Some are close to the township while 

others are far. Some are at the roadside while others are not. 

Some are smaller in size and others are larger. Such variations 

may increase the representativeness of these villages. Never­

theless, the methodological question raised above remains 

grossly unanswered, 

3. The Study Area and the Sample Villages 

Mylliem Community Development Block is economically 

and politically central in the Bast Khasi Hills of.the State of 

Meghalaya. The state capital, Shillong, is centrally located in 

this Block. Though administratively, Shillong Municipality is 

different from this Block, but functionally it may not be con­

sidered so' (socio-economically and politically spe-king). In 

fact, many, areas ,of this Block form the Greater Shillong (the 

Shillong urban agglomeration), 

Mylliem Block is inhabited by over 55 thousand rural 

people (in maral areas of the Block) and over 30 thousand urban 

people (in the urban areas forming Greater Shillong). In the 

rural part of the Block, literacy is-about MD per cent; male 

literacy is relatively more than the female literacy (M+:37). 
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Dependency ra^io is about 0.59 which among the males is sub­

stantially lower (.̂ 9) than in females (0.70). According to 

occupation, the distribution of workers is given in the table 

1.3-1. 

Table 1.3.1 

Occupationvjise Dis t r ibu t ion of Workers 
in Mylliea Block (1981 Census) 

Occupation Sex 
Culti­
vators 

Agrii. {Forestry,{Industry 'Total 
Labou-|mining, \& process-} 
rers Janimal {ing } 

;busb. 1 ; 
{service, | \ 
jcoramerce j } 
let?, I 1 

Workers in 
1000 

Male 5.6 2.7 6.0 O.lh 1l+.if 

Female 

Total 

5.1 

10.7 

1.5 

V.I 

1.2 

7.2 

0.03 

0,16 

7.8 

22.2 

Unlike mpny other C D . Blocks in the Bast Khasi Hills, 

Mylliera has threefold advantages to count on. The first is its 

location very close to the state Capital which has a fairly long 

cultural and economic history, the second is the relatively less 

rugged topography and thirdly it gets several spillover benefits 

from the township -of Shillong which is introducing very fast 

social and economic changes in the rural society of the Block. 

To portray an outline of the socio-e'conomic features of 

this Block we could draw much from ttie Census reports. However, 

partly because the census year (198I) had gone far back in the 

past (in view of the fast changes taking place in the economic 
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and social profile of the people in the recent years), and 

partly because ve vanted to seek for so-ne information that are 

not covered in censuses, ve decided to drav upon the primary 

data, collected through sample survey, V!e decided to select a 

few villages and in these villages a fev households selected 

rather randomly. (In our case randomness is judged on subjective 

grounds rather than in the standard statistical manner. The 

main reasons for such an approach were the pressing constraints 

of human and financial tjrpe). 

Initially ve started vith the following villages: 

1. Nongkseh 7. Lawsohtun 

2. U-npling 8. Umlyngka 

3. Mylliem 9. Nongrim 

if. Fifth Mile 10. Mawklot 

5. Fourth Mile 11, Mawlong 

6. Umshing 12. Mawtawar 

13. Twelfth Mile. 

We planned to obtain data from any eight of these 

villages. Finally, we could obtain data from the following of 

the villages: (1) Nongkseh, (2) Umpling, (3) Umlyngka, 

(h) Umshing, (5) Fifth Mile, (6) Nongrim, and (7') Mylliem. 

One village was freshly selected, namely (8) Nongrah, 
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To the best of our effort to hold on to the criteria 

of selecting these villages ve, nevertheless, do not claim that 

the selection has been unbiased. However, they fairly represent 

the villages scattered around the tovnship of Shillong — some 

very near, some farther; some smaller, some large:̂ '̂  some closer 

to the roadside and others distant. Vie thus could control biases 

as much as they may arise due to population size, or to distan­

ces of the villages from the tovnship or their location at 

distance from the roadside. 

If, Organisation of the Report 

Proceeding this introductory chapter, the report has 

been organised into four chapters: 

Chapter II • Some Socio-economic Characteristics at 

the family level. 

Chapter III : The Economy of the Households, 

Chapter IV : Attitudes, Institutions and Social 

Participation. 

Chapter V : Conclusion, 

5. Further Limitations 

It would be worth recording what we hold about the 

report to be its limitations that could be supplemented.. First 

of all, the variety of variables (social and economic) that we 

have studied mostly in individuality could be studied for the 

intercorrelations among them. For example, we see that a good 



number of  respondents have repor ted  t o  observe some s o c i a l /  

r e l i g i o u s  r e s t r i c t i o n s / t a b o o s  e t c .  Does t h e  observance o f  such 

r e s t r i c t i o n s / t a b o o s  have some r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  l e v e l  of  

education o r  economic s t a t u s  (may be,  measured i n  terms of  

incoae)? Does t h e  degree of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  v i l l a g e  l e v e l  

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  s o c i a l  work vary with the  l e v e l  of 

education o r  income? Has t h e  educat ional  a t ta inment  of  t h e  head 

of  t h e  household any impact on the  educat ional  a t ta inment  of t h e  

whole household? Such many ques t ions  have n o t  been addressed t o  

i n  t h i s  study. Investment behaviour of  t h e  households has n o t  

been studied. 

A deep study of t h e  opinions on p o l i t i c s  could be 

c a r r i e d  out .  Such a study may shed l i g h t  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b e l i e f s  and a t t i t u d e s .  

Many o t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  may go unnoticed a t  t h i s  point.  

Readers may f i n d  some of them j u s t  while they go through t h e  

r e p o r t  o r  a f t e r  some r e f l e c t i o n  on the f ind ings  of t h e  repor t .  

A l l  t h e s e  may make a b a s i s  f o r  the f u r t h e r  researches.  
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APPENDIX 

QUEST lOMAIRfiS 

1. Name of the Block 

2 . Name of the V i l l a g e 

3 . Name of the Head of t h e 
Household 

k. Re l ig ion : 

5. Constitution of the Household : 

Mylliem 

1 

S I . 1 
No. f 

''• ; 

a. i 
• 1 

1 

• ; 

18. ! 
. . . . l l . . 

Name of 
Member 

(a ) 

t h e 

1 

1 

1 

Sex 

• (h) 

/ 

1 Age 

j ( c ) 

• 

~ t 

J R e l a t i o n | Educat ion 
' wi th Head • Level 
1 of the 1 
1 Household; 

i ( d ) i ( e ) 

1 ? 

1 — 1 , , 1 J M . . . . . • , 1 

Knowledge 
of 
Languages 

, ( f ) 

6 , Earning Members (of the family) in s e r v i c e : 

si. 
No. 
1. 

2 . 

9. 

Name of the Member Profess ion 

' 

Annual Income 
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7. Is the Household engaged- in cultivation: 

(a) Holding size: 

(b) No. of family members actively engaged in cultivation. 

Male Female "Child diss than 15 years) 

(c) Does the Household hire in labourers for vorking on farm: 

No. of labourers Vjiage rate 

(d) Output raised last year/this year 
, 

Crop 

Amount 
(Rs.) 

(e) Investment in farming (Inputs other than implements) 

Item i 

Amount 
(Rs.) 

(f) Did th,e Household take any loan for farming? 

Amount of loan { 

Sources | 

Interest rate j 

1 

i i 
(g) Agricultural Implements used by the Household. 

Implements 

Amount (Rs.) 

1 
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9. No. of Houses owned "by the Household. 

'No. of 
rooms 

SI. : 
No. 

House 
Type 

Cost of 
construc­
tion . 

For ovn 
use 

Rented out 
specify rent 
received 

~-r J. 
8. i 

I • — 

10. Does the Household run any household industry? Specify the 
industry: 

(a) No. of persons engaged 

Family 
Members 

1-
A. Male A, Female^ 

Hired 

Wage 
1-

> ._-

i-
Child 

(b) Turn over from the Industry 

Monthly: Yearly 

Amount, 

(c')t Amount invested: 

(d) Source of Investment 

Source 

Amount 

Own I Friends/ 
! Relatives 

Other '̂ ank 
persons » 

Any other 
source 
Cspecifyl 

Interest 
rate/amount 
£aid_______ 
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11 . Does the Household have Inconae from Livestock? 

1 Pou l t ry ' Pigge'ry | Dairy ; Any^other 
T 

No. of livestock ( 

Investment (Rs.) 

Cost of maintenance 

Source of Investment 

Turnover in Rs. 

42, Expenditure of the household 

Item 
Monthly 
expenditure 

ilnnual 
expenditure 

Cereals 

Pulsies 

Vegetables 

Meat, Chicken, Fish 

Fuel/Power 

Clothing 

Education 

Medium 

Kwai, Tobacco, Cigarettes etc. 

Transport 

Rent of house, if any. 

" ^ 

Others, specify 
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13. Is any person in the household an active member of any 
social or religious organisation? 

J Posi t ion held 
Organisation 'Gaon j Pres ident / ; jTrea- I |Any 

jBura 1 Chairman iSecre- {surer j Memher |other 
! ; Itary ! j ispecify 
» » I » 1 > 
t 1 t i l l 
« 1 t 1 t t 

I - 1 t 1 1 t 
I I l i f t 

! J 1 1 ! I I I ( I I I 
I t 1 1 t 1 
I « 1 1 I 1 

. — - . -. 1 — t — . , ^ , . , •- . J . 1 I . — 1,,. - 1 1.. ,t . , .. — . 

1^. In Trfhat ways any member of the household i s exposed t o / 
connected with the mass/people; Through 

(a) jGaonbura 

(b) Organisation 

(c*) Singing 

(d) Dancing 

(e) Acting 

(f) Social work 

(g) Physician ' 

(h) Sports 

(i) Any other 

15» Specify the type of mass media to which the household is 

exposed. 

Radio Newspapers 
1 

{ Television } Any other 
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16. Is the honsehold located 

Very Near jHear \ {̂ Far Very f a r 
a) Market p l a c e 

b) School 

c) Ghtirch 

d) B«s Stand 

ei) Dispensary 
T 

f) Bar 
I 

r 
-J. 

17. Does the respondent observe/stick to any social/religious 
taboo? Specify. 

18. What ijp the opinion of the respondent are the current 
social/econoinic/political problems and issues? 

19. What iDeas"ares should be taken to solve these problems: 

(a) Throxjgh personal efforts 

(b) Through collective efforts 

(c) Through Government measures 

(d) Through Mass education 

(e) Any other? 

20. On Politics 

(a) Do you think that as a citizen you have the responsi-

bility to interfere/involve in politics, 

(b) Is politics a dirty game? Give reasons, 

(c) Should politics be linked with religion/communalism/ 

language etc 

(d) Are you an active member of any political party? 



CHAPTER - I I 

SOME SQCI0«BC0N0MIC CHARACTBRISITICS AT THE 

FAMILY LEVEL 

Introduction 

The objective of the discussion and description in 

this chapter is to portray an outline of the social facet of the 

society that we are studying in Mylliem Block, Meghalayai At 

this juncture, hovever, ve must bear in mind that this facet is 

made up of the characteristics that may broadly be classified 

into: 

(a) Internal (at the familial/household level: 

interacting within the household). 

(b) External (at the familial/househbld level: 

interacting with other households/families in the 

society and the society as a whole). 

First, let Us analyse thte intemai social facet of th€ 

population under study, leaving the secottd Aspect to be. discuss^ 

later, 

I* An'Analysis of Family Size (Table II. 1) 

Ah analysis of the size cf the househoids reveals that 

Sbout seven percent of them have three QT less number of members 

The households that have the number of family uiembers ranging 

from four to six constitute about forty three percent of the tot 

numbers of households studied. About thirty percent of the hoiise 

holds have the number of members lying between seveh and ten, 
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both inclusive. Nine percent of households are qui.tê large and 

have number of menibers ranging from eleven to four teen 1 About 

three percent of households have reported to be constituted by 

more than fourteen members. The average size of households com­

puted from the data is seven. 

It must be noted that the average size of the househol 

is a little larger in the study area, v;hen compared with that in 

the state (based on census data). 

TABLE II.1 

An Analysis of Family Size 

No. of 
meTiber; 

» 

Total 

family |" 
s , I ,; ' 

1 
2 

3 
if 

5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 

11 
12 

13 
Ih-
^5 & above 

Percent of total 
~ number of household 

1.1 
2,2 

3.3 
11.1 
15.6 

16.7 
^hA 
8.9 
6.7 
7.8 

if.5 

2.2 

0 
2,2 

3.3 

100.00 
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2. Nuclearity of the Household 

It is interesting to observe that about forty four 

percent of households are non-nuclear, while about fifty six 

percent of them are nuclear. Here, by nuclear household ve 

understand the type of household which is constituted by the 

spouses and their children, while by non-nuclear household we 

understand those ones that include inlaws, grand-children, 

grand parents, nephews, cousins, nieces, etc. sometimes including 

servants as well. 

Generally, a nuclear family is defined as one which 

has: (i) spouses, (ii) children, (iii) grand parents of thfe 
r 

children. However, we feel that in defining a nuclear family we 

should include (i) and (ii) only, and hence our definition. 

We have classified the households according to the 

concept noted above and found that about twenty five percent 

households have grand children/grand parents as their members, 

seven percent have nephews, nieces, brother, etc, foxarteen percent 

have son-in-laws, daughter-in-laws etc. Four percent households 

report to have some servants with them. 

The reasons of such an accountable percentage of non-

nuclear households in the total number of households may be 

various in kind. The first of them might be purely social on 

account of which parents or the grand children of the head of 

the household may stay together. Economic reasons may account 

for staying of in-laws together. For educational purposes also, 

nephews, nieces, grand children, etc. may stay with the head of 

the household. 
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lABLE il>2 

Nuclearity of the Households 

Type of Household ! Percent In total 

, Nuclear households 

I. Non-Wuclear households 

(II,a) have grand 
children/grand 
parents 

(Il.h) have nephews, nieces, 
brothers etc* 

(II.c) have son-in-laws 
etc. 

(II.d) have servants 

56 

M+ 

^5 

7 

llf 

If 

Note: The sum total of II.i would not be ̂  because 
there are households in the group II that 
fall in (II.a) and (Il.b) both, or (II.a) 
and (XI.d) both, and sometimes in (II,a), 
(II.b) and (II.c) all the.three, etc. 

3. Distribution of Family Members According to Age 

The distribution of population according to age is a 

very good description of a number of forces that operate•within 

the household. For tracing out such forces we have to study the 

distribution pattern. 

The following table .(II.3.a) provides an idea of the 

distribution, of the population, according to age. A graphical 

presentation also has been made. 
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TABLE II.3.a 

Age Wise Distribution of Population 

Sl» ', Age group J Percentage ; SI. { Age group , Percentagi 
No. ! (in years) ! ^̂ i No. ! (in years) } .. , 

1. 0 - 5 11.7 10. h5' -50 6*1 

2. 5 - 1 0 10.3 11. 50 - 5^ 2.8 

3. 10 - 15 1̂ .2 12. ^5 - 60 3.0 

K 15 - 20 15.0 13. 60-65 1.9 

5. 20 - 25 10.6 1^. 65 - 70 1.0 

6. 25 - 30 7,h 15. 70 -^.,75 0.5 

7* 30 - 35 ^.1 16. 7 5 - 8o . 0.3 

8. 35 - ̂  6.1 17. 80-85 Q.O 

9. ^0 - ̂ 5 ^.7 18. 85 - 90 O^t 

An observation of the graph (and table as veil) imme­

diately reveals that after the age of 7.5 (years) there is a 

steep increase in the population upto the age of 17,5. After 

that it starts a steep decline upto the age of 27.5. Upto ^2.5 

the decline is gradual. There is again observed a spurt - rather 

short spanned - after which the decline is more or less gradual. 

It is not unlikely that the steep rise in population 

in the 7*5 to 17,5 age group is due to an influx of student popu­

lation - grand children, nephews, nieces, etc. The second spurt 

may be due to economic reasons which reflect themselves, perhaps, 

in the constitution of households with in-laws. 
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In view of the exploratory nature and rather limited 

scope that we have had in this study, it vill not be, possible 

to go deep in for testing the hypotheses that may be formulated 

by these observations. Hov?ever, we may. note that such hypotheses 

could b^ formulated and tested in case a further study is carried 

out in the villages of the Mylliem Block. 

Another interesting observation that may be made in 

this connection is with regard to the percentages of male and 

female in the different age groups in trie sample. In 0-lV age 

group males constitiate about ^5*5 percent while females consti­

tute about 18.2 percent of the total population. In 15-30 age 

group, males constitute 17.7 percent while, females constitute 

about 18.5 percent. These figures in 31-60 age group are 13.2 

and 13 (percent) .ne.:spect;ively for males- and females. In 60+ age 

group females, by constituting 2.1 percent of the. total popula­

tion, dominate over males who make 1.8 perce.nt of the total 

population (cf. Table II.3ib.). 

TAB-LS.II.3.b 

Age Uise Sexwise IDistribution of Population 

, _ _ . - 1 . ^ •<_ , , ^ - • •' -•- «rmrum . . S i 

S I , I Age group I ."^^ Percentage of t o l a l popu la t ion 
No. .1 in yea r s ! Male ~\ Female ^ } T o t a l 

15.5 . 

17.7 

•13.2 

__, l i 8 . 2 .1 3 .9 . 
To,tal 1+8.18 51.82 100,00 

1. 

2 . 

3 . 

• > + . 

0 ,- f̂  

15 - 30 

31 - 60 

61 & above 

18.2 

18.5 

13.0 

33.7 

36.2 

26.2 



s f a i m  o f 2 0  h o f l  

b o n g  the  h~useholds  in the sample, a8*2 percent have 

t h a t  they are  Christ ian shile 
11.8 percent have repgrted 

not to be the most 01 the  u t t e r  have "ported to "'- 
long t o  Khasi rel i@n. only one percent respondents have re- 

P orted to  a u s l w  a d  only one percent has the 

g i ~ n  as  l lnon-chr i~ t i~n"  

of . those sho have rep9rt.d of them t o  belsnfi t o  the 

Christian r e l ig i3n9  for ty  s i x  percent have not 9pecifi.d their 

f a i t h  t o  t h e i r s  being a Cathalic, 0 Pmtes tan t  O$ reLigioUs 

presbytarian, e tc .  However, 18 p+rcent have reportea t~ be pr.es- 

bytarians,  3.7 p r r ~ s n t  t3 be pr3testant9 33.6 percent t o  be 

c a t h ~ ~ i c s .  (cf .  table  11. 4). 

Table 11.4 

~~li&~=-f a i t k c  the  house- 
, 

__cLcc C 
4- r--- 

Religious f a i t h  7 percent of households Sl. No. , in the  sample 
_c_ccc- -L -c- r_ -~ 'CC - j__-- 

Christ ians (not specified) 40.86 
7 . 

' 2. Chrilflan presbytarian 16.13 

ch r i s t i an  protestant  33 23 3 .  
i:hpis t i a n  Catholic 22.58 4, 
Christ ian,  Roman Catholic 2.15 5 . 

6. Christ ian,  Church of God 3.23 

Khasi 9.68 7. 
8 .. Muslim 1.08 

Nan cchrs t i an  nunspecif ied)  1.08 9. 
Total 1 - 6  88.17 . -  10. 

'71. Total  7 - 9 11.83 

Total. 10 + 11 100~00 12. 
-----L - -  _CCI_ --CC--- '-4 

--- 
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5. Sex of the Head of the Household 

The Khasi society being matriarchical and matrilineal, 

it may be cdnsidered important to analyse as to hov many of the 

respondent households have reported their "head of the household" 

to be a male/female. Such a response refers to the perception of 

the respondent household regarding a familial position vith a lot 

of very important rights and duties and powers, and limitations 

vested in it. 

It is interesting to note (cf, table II. 5) that 31 per­

cent of the households have reported their head of the household 

to be a female member, while the rest (79 percent) have reported 

a male member to be the head of the household. Those who reported 

the household to be headed by a female member happen to be Chris­

tians, All households reporting to belong to the Khasi religion 

are headed by a male member. Among the Christian househqld, 

thirty six percent are headed by ladies while 6^ percent house­

holds are headed by a male member. 

Table II. ̂  

Sex of the Head of the Household 

Sex male/female | 

Male 1 

2 

Female 1 

2 

1 
1 

Religion 

Christian 

Non-Christian 
(Mainly Khasi) 

Christian 

Non-Christian 
(Mainly Khasi) 

i 
'Percentage of 
{household 

58 

11 
31 

0 
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If the sample data collected by us are given a privilege 

of being relied upon for drawing any inference vhatsoever, ve must 

conclude that at an operational level/perc^eption level the male 

member occupies the head's position in the majority of the fami­

lies in the study area. Thus, though thig society we are studying 

is surely matrilineal, it cannot however, be said to be a matriar-

chical ones'. However, these findings ar'e only tentative in nature 

owing to the small size of sample drawn by us. 

6« Literacy and Educational level 

In view of the importance of literacy and education in 

determining.the performance of the household in social, economic, 

familial ^ d personal, we have attempted at a rather detailed dis­

cussion. We have, therefore discussed literacy and education in 

thiê thrfei, followj.ng sub-sections. 

6i^ Literacy and education level of the Head of the Household 

"T • tcf. Table II. 6.1.a) 

It is an important fact to note that about 58 percent 

of the heads of the households are illiterate and about 21 percent 

of them are semi-educated. Only 20 percent of them have obtained 

formal education upto matriculation or above. 

The educational attainment .of the head of the household 

has a great role to play in determining economic and social well-

being of the family and it may b^ regretted that a great majority 

of the "heads of the household are either illiterate or semi-edu-

catedi This fact immediately calls for the programs of adult 

education/literacy programs in the study area, which may greatly 

h-elp' the people. 
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It is further to be noted that the percentage of illi-

terate heads of the household increase vith age. The households 

that have relatively younger members as their head show better 

status with regard to the educational attainment of the head of 

the household. It is obvious (from the table II.6.1,b) that about 

k6 percent of the heads of the household with age 30 - Uo (years) 

are illiterate. In ̂ 1 - 50 age group, however, about 52 percent 

of the heads are illiterate. In 51 - 60 age group we find 58 per­

cent of the heads to be illiterate. In 61 plus age group the fi­

gure is as high as 80 percent. 

Table II. 6.1.a. 

Educational Level of the Head of the Household 
(Figures in Percentage) 

Educational I Age of the head of the household (years) 
level f 1 r i 5 

; 3 0 - ^ 0 } ̂ 1 - 501 51 - 601 61 & above; Total 
I I L I I 

58.0 

21,2 

5.8 
V.5 

Nil 
Upto c lass IX 
Matriculat ion 
Intermediate or P.U. 
Graduate BA/BSC/ 
B.̂ Com e t c . 
Higher or t echn i ­
ca l education 

7.2 

2 .9 

1.5 
1 , ^ 

2 .9 

0 

20.3 
10.6 

2 . 9 

1.5 

2 , 9 

1.0 

^K5 
h.Q 

1.5 
1.6 

1.5 

1.0 

15.9 
2 ,9 

0 

0 

^,h 

0 

8.6 

2.0 

Total 15.8 39.2 2i+,9 20.0 100.0 
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Table 11,6,^.h. 

Age v i se l i t e r a c y / i l l i t e r a c y of the head of the household 

Age group (Years) {Percentage., of head-of household found 
{to he i l l i t e r a t e 

^ 1 : 

30 - M) if5.6 
ifl - 50 5t'.8 
5 1 - 6 0 58.2 
61 & above 79.5 
Total 58.0 

6.2 Highest Education level of the family 

Unlike the educational attainment of the head of the 

family, hovever, the highest level of education attained in the 

family is slightly more encouraging. Only one percent of the 

households has the highest level of educational attainment as low 

as nil. About ̂ 5 percent of the households have attained non-matra.. 

level of education at Its highest. Sixteen percent households have 

attained matriculation as their maximum level of education. The 

table II,6.2 gives a detail of these information. 

Table 6.2 

Maximum level of education in the Family 

, __j , 

Max level of education {Percentage of | Cumulative 
' [Household i percentage 

Nil 'l V 
Under matriculation h^ k6 . 
Matriculation 16 62 
PUC/Intermadiate 17 79 
Graduation BA/B.Sc/B,Com 20 99 
Higher/Technical 1 100 
Total 100 



6.3 Percentage of literate members in the family 

An analysis of the data collected by us reveals that in 

case of Uo percent households, all the members are literate, (For 

finding these percentages we have included only those members 

whose age exceed 5 years). In case of 29 percent families the per­

centage of illiterate members range between 0 - 2 5 (lower limit 

excluded). In case of 25 percent families, illiteracy is to the 

extent of 25 - 50 percent {2'^ excluded). In case of 5 percent 

families, illiteracy is of the order of 5o - 75 percent ( 50 ex­

cluded). However, only one percent of families have zero literacy 

The table II.6.3 gives a view of the same, 
s 

Table 6.3 

Extent of Illiteracy/Literacy 

T 
Percent members { 
in the family I n i n ?=? 
found to be } 0 j 0 - 25 
illiterate i 

{ T 
50 - 75 \75 - 100 !0 - 100 

I ' (Total) 
• • I • M • — • • • • L l ^ * • • • • I I •• »•• -H Percentage of ' } 

household in jl+O | 29 
the group { } 

JU 

100 

Among those who are reportedly illiterate, adults 

abound in number. Of"course,, a few in the 6 - 1 ^ age group too 

are found to be illiterate. 

While the problem of adult literacy can well be under­

stood and possibly may suggest for organisation of adult educa­

tion/literacy programmes to ameliorate the situation, the problem 
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of illiteracy among the younger members ( 6 - 1 ^ age group) is a 

serious matter of concern. It is to be remembered that Meghalaya 

has a good record in literacy and education. The villages nearer 

to the township of Shillong should fare better on account of the 

galaxy of schools in the town. However, illiteracy of 6 - 1^ age 

group people; perhaps rooted in the economic background of the 

family, is indicative of the need for interest to be taken to 

ameliorate the situation. * 

7. A summary of chapter II 

Before closing this chapter let us summarise the find­

ings of this chapter. 

We found that the average family size is of seven mem­

bers, the distribution is flat (almost) at the top. Fifty six 

percent of the households are nuclear families and the rest non-

nuclear ones. The age structure of population in the families has 

tvo spurts, one very sizeable and acute in the 7 - 1 8 age group 

and another small and less acute hZ - h7 age group. The great 

majority of the households belong to the Christian religion. The 

society, as perceived by the respondents is not matriaiv^ical as 

the majority of the households are headed by the male member. 

There is a substantial percentage of the heads of the household 

illiterate vhich increases with the age of the head. The highest 

education received in the family is matriculation or below in 

case of 62 percent families, bulging in the undermatriculation 

class. As high as 9*+ percent households have half the number of 

members illiterate, vhich fact calls for an immediate attention. 



CHAPTER -III 

THE ECONOMY OF THE HOUSEHOLDS 

Introduction 

The main concern of this chapter is to explore the 

chai'acteristic features of the households in the study area with"̂  

regard to their vays and means of obtaining and disposing off 

material resources for attaining material veil-beings. Although 

it vould be unreal to think the independence of these ways and 

means from the social aspects/characteristics of the household, 

a seperate discussion may,however, be required for driving the 

discussion to the point to obtain some tenable conclusions. 

Nevertheless, we must keep in mind that economic characteristics 

are shaped up and also shape the social and familial characteris­

tics of the household. Literacy, educational attainment, nuclearir 

ty or otherwise of the family, etc. are determined by (and also 

determine) the economic characteristics like dependency ratio, 

employment, kind of employment, income, expenditure pattern, 

ownership of economic resources, capability of organising econo­

mic endeavours, productivity. Economic characteristics determine 

participation and role in social organisation, exposure of the 

household-to mass-media, belief system etc., and in turn, the 

latter ones determine economic prospects and performance of the 

household. 
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1, D9T:>isndency Ratio 

In a household all the members^ are not, usually,; engaged 

in economically remunerative activities and hence some of them 

may depend on other members iisiho earn) for obtaining ih€ means 

of their personal material well-being. The ratio of the number 

of lumbers not earning to. the number, of members earning provides 

a iobd measure of the degree of dependency in the family. In th^ 

study area, the observed depigndency ratio is provideid with in 

the table 111,1,a. From the figures in the above table it is 

clear that ŵe have defined dependency ratio in a different way 

than It is usually done. The table (III.T.a) reads that 5.38; pe,r̂  

cent households have zer6 dependency ratio meaning thereby that 

allOfehe memb-ers of the household air0 earning members. Next,- 1.08 

perdeht households have dependency ratio lying between OMD,25, 

that is to sdy that there is one member (or less) not eairhing 

for every four earning membei*. As the table progresses to the 

right, some where in the middle, dependency ratio becomes ftore 

or less equal to one which meians that for every one earriihg 

member in the household, there is one member dependent, rib€ 

earning. The ratio grows higher to the order of nine meaning 

that for one earning member there are nine dependents. 
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TABLE Ill.l.a 

T> /I V, „ 4-4 /No. of members not ea^ning^ Dependency ratio ( _j 
Uo, ot members earning 

S I . No. ; 
} 
1 

1. 

.2. 

3. 

k. 

5. 

6. 

7 . 

8. 

9. 

10. 

1 1 . 

12. 

13 . 

1^. 

To t a l 

Ra t io 
(Class ) 

0 .00 

0 - .25 

. 2 5 - . 5 0 

0 .50 -0 .75 

0 .75 -1 .0 

1.00-1.50 

1.50-2,00 

2 .00 -3 .00 

3 .00-^ .00 

M-.00-5.00 

5 .00 -6 .00 

6*00-7.00 

7 .00-8 .00 

8.00-^9.00 

0-9.00 
, . i . , > >. . . 1 ^ , . . 

1 ' • • • 

1 P e r c e n t households 

f 
' 11 

^.3a 
1.0Q 

6.1+5 

^ .30 

11.83 

16.13 

19.35 

12.90 

9.00 

7.53 

2 .15 

1.08 

0 

1.08 

100.00 

Of coxirfee, dependency ratio could be defined as a ratio 

of the member of not earning member to the total number of mem­

bers in the family vhen the range of measure vill lie between 

zero to unity (both inclusive). Viewed as such, the table Ill.l.b 

is constructed. 
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TABLE I l l . l . b . 

T\«,..»r,H«««« ^«+^^ ' I No, of not earning members ^ 
Dependency r a t i o = ( Total^-NQ, 3f Membirs ^ 

Woj Class Percentage of Households 

t . 0 - .1 k',3 

2. .1 - .2 1.08 

3. .2 - .3 ^.3 

h, ..3.-.-.^-^ 3.2 

5. .h - -.5 5A 

6. .5 - .,6 ' 17.2 

7. .6 - .7 26.9 -

8. .7 - .8 21,5 

9. .-8 - ,9 • 1^.0 

10> »9 * -î Q „ - . ^ * ^ , r-
Total 0 - 1 . 0 ^ 100.0 

I i l l l » i i i ' I . - I I . • T I , , . I • . I ; M l W - i I I » . 

To record some more d e t a i l s about dependency we hay.e, 

tabulated the data in a two-way tab le (Table III .L. tf) ^ e 

columns of which refer to the number of family members vhp earn 

and rows refer id the t o t a l number of members in the family. 

The c lus t e r i s i r i t e res t ing . ^ 

If"we think of pa r t i t i on ing the table I I I . 1 . C in to 

h subtables , halving in both the dimensions,, we find tha t in 

the north western c e l l there i s a c l u s t e r . This c lus te r fadiss 

away as we move away from t h i s c e l l . Some i n t e r e s t i n g inferences 

may be drawn from th i s observation. Dependency r a t i o in the 

l a rger families (households) i s higher than that in the r e l a ­

t ive ly smaller famil ies may be one of such i n t e r e s t i ng inferences. 
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T^LE I I I . 1 . C 

Two Way C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Dependency 

(F igures in the c e l l s r e f e r to rounded off p e r c e n t t o t o t a l ) 
sum up may no t be 100 due to rounding o f f ) 

"No. of ' ' faai i ly members ea rn ing ( a ) 
I f » -. ~ ~ ! ; I I 

1 ; 2 ' 3 J ^ 8 ! To t a l 

H 
•H 
B 

x: 
-M 

« 
U 
0) 

e 
<D 

B 
«w 
O 

O 
is; 

1 

2 

3 

h 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

,10 

11 

12 

13 

^h 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

11 

9 

5 

3 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0„ 

•Q-

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

1 

k 

2 

0 

J+ 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1+ 

2 

'1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o;-

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

if 

9 

18 

16 

16 

11 

Total W 36;. 'm":-^^-. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

, 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

, 0 

0 

1 

6 

6 

k. 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

100 
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2. Distribution of Households According to the Source 
of Livelihood 

An analysis of the sources from vhich the sample 

households draw their livelihood reveals that the majority of 

them depend on service, animal husbandry and agriculture. The 

following tables (III.2.1 through III.2.13) give a description 

of the distribution of households drawing their livelihood from 

different sectors. 

Table I I I . 2 . 1 

Households (Percentage) Drawinp on Service 

Code* ! 1 1 2 ! 3 ! ^ i 5 1 6 
(S) ! ! ! ! ; 

Percent 
Households 10.6 ^h,^ 19.15 12.8 ^ .3 1.1 

Total 

62.80 

•The table should be read thus: 

Service (S) is a source of livelihood for 62.85 percent 

of households, either in part or in full. In case of ^0»6fo 

households, service is the one and only one source of income 

and employment. For 1^.9^ households, service is one of the two 

sources from which they draw their income. For 19.15 percent 

households, service is one of the three sources from which they 

draw their income and so on. 

Table 111.2,2. 

Households (percent) drawing on,Agriculture 

Code* 
..(A) 
Percent 
Households 

1 1 \ 2 1 3 \ h \ 3 !' 6 
• I t f 1 t -

— 1 — • 11 . 1 > — — 1 — . . t . . . . . .J . . . . , 

3.19 19.15 29.79 13.83 ^.26 '1.06 

1 Total 

71.28, 

•The table should be read thus: 
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Agriculture (A) is a source of livelihood for 71.28 

percent of households either in part or in full,v.Of the total 

households surveyed, 3.19 percent depend solely on agriculture; 

19.15^ have agriculture as one of the two sources of income; 

29.79 percent have agriculture as one of the three sources of 

income and so on. 

Table III. 2.3 

Households (percent) Braving on Animal Husbandry 

Code* 
(H) 

p e r c e n t 
Households 

! 1 

0.00 

1 2 1 3 
I ! 
1 t 

15.96 21+.1+7 

! ^ 

13.83 

! ^ 

if.26 

i 6 

1.06 

i Total 

59.58 

•Table should be read analogously to the tables III.2.1 and 

III.2.1. 

Percent 
Households 

Table 111.2.^ 

Households (percent) Drawing on Rent 

0.00 5.32 6.38 5.32 ^.26 1.06 17.27 

•Table should-be read analogously to Tables 111,2.1, etc. 
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Table 111.2.^ 

Households (percent) Bravinĝ  on Industry 

Code* 
(I) I 1 • 2 i k I Total 

Percent 
Households 0.00 2.13 .1.06 1,06 1.06 0,00 5.32 

•Table should be read analogously to Table III.2.1. 
1 

Table III.2.6 

Households (-percent) Dra-wing on Commerce & Business 

Code* 
(C) 

Pe rcen t 
Households 

1 1 
_i 

0.00 

I 

I 2 

6 .38 

• 

3 

8.51 

1 

If 1 5 
1 

6.38 2 .13 

6 

1.06 

T o t a l 

2if.l+6 

•Table should be read analogously to Table 111.2,1. 

Table I I I . 2 . 7 

Households ( p e r c e n t ) Drav?ing on Da l ly V^ages 

Code* 
(W) 

Pe rcen t 
Households 

1 

0 .00 

2 ! 3 I ^ 
1 1 
• • 

3.19 6.38 2.13 

5 

1.06 

6 j Total 
1 
1 

1.06 13,83 

*Table should be read analogously to Table I I I . 2 . 1 . 

Table 1 1 1 . 2 , 8 

Households (pe r cen t ) Drawing on Carpen t ry . Smithy e t c . 

Code* 
(T) 
P e r c e n t 
Households 

-
I t 1 

I I i 2 j 3 
1 f ( 
1 t f 

0,00 1.06 0,00 

h 

0,00 

5 i 6 
1 

0.00 0.00 

T o t a l 

1.06 

•Table should be r e a d analogously t o Table I I I . 2 . 1 . 
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A review of the tables III.2.1 through III.2.8 

reveals that agriculture provides livelihood to the maximum 

percentage of households (71.28) followed hy service (62.80), 

animal husbandry (59.58), commerce and business (2l4.^6), rent 

(17.27), daily vages (13.83) and industry (5.32). Technical 

occupations like carpentry provides livelihood to a meagre 

percentage of households (1,06). For a ready reference, the 

Table III.2.9 has been provided belov. 

Table III 2.9 

Structure of Source of Livelihood to Households 

Code* 
Sector (Source) 

1 h 5 Total 

Agriculture 3.19 

Service 10.60 

Animal Husbandry 0.00 

Commerce 0.00 

Rent 0.00 

Daily Wages 0.00 

Industry 0.00 

Carpentry etc. 0.00 

19.15 

1^.90 

15.96 

6.38 

5.32 

3.19 

2.13 

1.06 

29.79 

19.15 

2hM 

8.51 

6.38 

6.38 

1.06 

0.00 

13.83 

12.80 

13.83 

6.38 

5.32 

2.13 

1.06 

0.00 

if.26 

^.30 

^.26 

2.13 

If.26 

1.06 

1.06 

0.00 

1.06 

1.06 

1.06 

1.06 

1.06 

1.06 

0.00 

0.00 

71.28 

62.80 

59.58 

2lf.lf6 

17.27 

13.83 

5.32 

1.06 

It is interesting to analyse how the eight types of 

sources are combined by the households. From the eight ones 

taking two &t a time, there could be 28 combinations. 

Hovever, only 12 have been observed. The table below gives a 

view of the same. 
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Ta.-ble III.2.13 

ComDination of Five Sources of Livelihood 

Combination } SARHC { SAIRH j SARHW' \ Total 
I L _J 1 

Percent of 
Households 5.32 1.06 1.06 7.lf5 

Only one percent of households are found to combine 

six sources of livelihood (SARHCW). Higher order combination 

are not observed in the sample. A review of the tables III.2.10 

through III.2.13 reveals that most of the households have two 

or three sources of income. 

Why do particular combinations emerge and prevail with 

larger frequency than others do? This question can well be 

raised and inves'tigated. VJe see that S, A, H and C frequently 

make combination, others make less frequent combination. 

However, we would restrict ourselves here not to pursue this 

quest at this , juni-ture. 

3. Relationship among, various sectors/sources of Income and 
Employment 

It would be interesting to analyse the degree of asso­

ciation between different sources of livelihood in the study 

area. This analysis may shed some light on the reasons why 

certain sources of livelihood make frequent combination and why 

certain others do so less frequently. 

We find that correlation between S and c is -0.22 while 

correlation between I and c is 0.̂ -2, and that between H and C 
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is 0.50. Correlations betvjeen any tvo other sources of liveli­

hood are very small, less than 0.1 in (absolute) magnitude. In 

fact, organisation of industry, commerce and animal husbandry 

require entrepreneurial ability and greater degree of the need 

for achievement (in McClelland's terms). Such an ability is 

usually not a characteristic feature of those household who 

depend on service or are traditionally engaged in agriculture. 

But one must not conclude from these correlations that 

they are indicating to any causal connection. The explanation 

given above is in the vein of a reflection and hypothesis that 

may be tested if enough information needed for such a study is 

collected. 

We have also observed that correlations of the size of 

family with income from service, agriculture, rent,animal 

husbandry and f̂ oramerce are positive, though quite veak (0.10 

to 0.17). That vould indicate that vith an increase in income, 

from these sources, there is an increase in family size. 

However, such a conclusion should not be taken very strongly. 

k. Household Income (net) from Different Sources of.Livelihood 

In the earlier section we have noted that service, 

agriculture, animal husbandry and rent constitute the major 

sources of income and employment to the households in the study 

area (as far as revealed by the samples drawn by us). However, 

it may be noted that this observation may have variances at an 

individual household level. In this section, therefore, we 



present the percentage distribution of households according to 

the class of percentage income drav?n from different sources. 

Table 111,^.1 

Di. 

of 

t 

Percent{ 
of { 
total I 
income } 
drawn ,' 

Exactly 
Zero 

0 - 9.99 

10-19.99 

20-29.99 

30-39.99 

ifO-i+9.99 

50-59.99 

60-69.99 

70-79.99 

80-89.99 

90-99.99 

Exactly 
100.00 

stribution of 

Total 

t 

s ! 
.. _ -,... .1 

35.^8 

1.06 

7.53 

2.15 

6.U5 

if.30 

6.̂ 5 

7.53 

5.38 

7.53 

5.38 

10.75 

Income 

A ; 

29.03 

18.28 

15.05 

9.68 

6.̂ 5 

^.30 

2.15 

3.23 

3.23 

3.23 

2.15 

3.23 

, , •! I l l 

Househo 

— ' " 

Ids According 

Dravn from Different 

From 
1 

H ' 

39.78 

23.66 

17.20 

3.23 

e,k5 

2.15 

0.00 

2.15 

3.23 

1.06 

1.06 

0.00 

(F 
a 
H( 

R 1 

77.^2 

13.98 

3.23 

2.15 

0.00 

2.15 

0.00 

1.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

to Percentage 

Sources 

igures in these cells 
re % of total numbers 
Duseholds) 

_̂  J 

7^.19 

2.15 

5.38 

^.30 

2.15 

3.23 

^.30 

0.00 

3.23 

0.00 

1.06 

0.00 

W I 
1 

87.10 

0.00 . 

2.15 

3.23 

1.06 

2.23 

1.06 

'2.15 

1.06 

1.06 

0.00 

0.00 

1 

I ! 
1 

9^.62 

0.00 

1.06 

1.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

2.15 

1.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

of 

T 

98.9'+ 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

A perusal of the table III.l+.l reveals that 35.^8 per 

cent households draw zero percent of their income from service. 

About 1 percent (I.06) households draw from services the amount 

of their income that is lying between zero and 9.99 percent of 

their total income derived from a multiplicity of sources, and 

so on. 
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5. Distribution of Ho-useholds. in Net Total Income Classes 

It would De interesting to observe the percentage dis-

tribution of households in the net income class. The table 

III.5.1 gives a comprehensive view of the same. 

Table III.5.1 

D i s t r i b u t i o n of Households in the Net 

T o t a l Income Classes 

Income i n Pe rcen t of households Cumulative 
Rs. 1000 to t o t a l households pe rcen tage 

0 - 1 0 11.83 11.83 

10 - 20 18.28 30.11 

20 - 30 15.05 ^5.16 

30 - ifO 18.28 6 3 . ^ 

^0 - 5o 11.82 75.27 

50 - 60 5 .38 80.65 

60 - 70 3.23 83.87 

70 - 80 3.23 87.10 

80 - 100 U.30 91.1+0 

100 - 125 3.23 9I+.62 

125 - 150 ^ .30 98..93 

150 - 200 " 0.00 98.93 

200 - 300 1.07 100.00 
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6-. Distrlbutioa of Households in Net Per Capita Income Classes 

The table III.6.1 provides us with a comprehensive 

view of the distribution of households according to net per 

capita income. 

Table III.6.1. 

Distribution of Households According to Net 

Per Capita Income 

Per capita net 
income in Rs.1000 

Percent of Households 
to total niomber of 
households 

Cumulative 
percentage 

0 - 1 

1 - 2 

2 - 3 

3 - ^ 

^ - 5 

5 - 6 

6 - 7 

7 - 8 

8 - 1 0 

10 - 12.5 

12.5 - 15.0 

15.0 - 20 .0 

20 .0 - 30.0 

30 .0 - 1+0.0 

3.23 

11.83 

12.90 

16.-13 

12.90 

7.53 

9.67 

^.30 

7.53 

^ .30 

3.23 

2 .15 

2 ,15 

2 .15 

3.23 

15.05 

27.96 

^>+.09 

56.99 

6if.52 

7^.19 

78.^9 

86.02 

90.32 

93.55 

95.70 

97.85 

100,00 
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A comparison of table III.5.1 v,'ith table 111.6,1 

reveals that the distribution of income is more skewed than 

that of percapita income. It is likely to be so as the number 

of members in the household decrease with an increase in per 

capita income. 

As a matter of fact, there is observed a positive 

correlation between size of the family and income (net) of the 

household. The value of the coefficient is 0.279. The value of 

correlation between per capita income and number of members in 

the household is -0.12 and that between income and per capita 

income is 0.86. These facts explain as to why the degree of 

skewness of per capita income is less than that of income. 

In the literature on the topic, there is a convention 

to-measure the degree of inequality in distribution. Such a 

measurement is made by the Gini Coefficient or the Lorenz Curve, 

The Lorenz Curves of income and per capita income are given 

in the Graphs that follow. These graphs also indicate that the 

degree of inequality in per capita income is less than that in 

income. 

7. Sex-Composition of Earning Members in the Study Area 

Males outnumber females as earning members in the 

household. It is found that about 56 percent of earning members 

are male while the rest {hh percent) are female. 



In general, earning members are adult (over age 15)» 

Hovjever, about 3 percent of households have reported that 

children too participate in -work, all such households have repor­

ted their participation in agricultural activities. 

A study of the sex composition of earning members classi­

fied according to the source (sector) of employment reveals that 

in service males are as large as twice of the females. However, 

females outnumber males in business. In agriculture, they parti­

cipate almost in equal proportions. In daily wage earning males 

are in a great majority. In carpentry, males alone participate. 

The table 111.7,1 gives a comprehensive view of the same. In 

total, service and agriculture employ a great majority of 

workers. 

Table III.7»1 

Sfcxwise Employmentwise Distribution of 

Morking Members 

Profession or the 
type of Employment Male Female Total 

Service (S) 

Agriculture (A) 

Commerce & Business (C) 

Daily Wage Earning (VI) 

Carpentry 

Total 

23.53 ' 

20.00 

^.71 

6.67 

1.57 

5e.k7 

12.9^ 

19.61 

8.2lf 

2.75 

0.00 

^3.52 

36.^7 

39.61 

12.9^ 

9.^1 

1.57 

100,00 

Note: Figures in cells are percentage of households to the 
total number of households. 



It may be observed that various sectors/sources of income 

and employment have a disproportionate role in providing income 

vis-a-vis employment. Table III.7.2 provides a view of the same. 

Table 111,7.2 

Percentage of Income and Employment 

Provided by Different Sources 

"~"~~~~~~~~~~ r — — —i— "" 

{ Sources ,,__ 
1 S ! A ~l C T ^ T~ T \ Total 

Employment 36.^7 38.61 11.9^ QM 1.57 97.00 

Income 140.79 19.39 11.31 ^.39 0.25 76.13 

Such a d i spropor t iona l i ty may be caused by various 

reasons. F i r s t of them may be due to the fact tha t while ren t 

provides about h percent of the t o t a l income to the households, 

in the study area, i t does not provide any employment of the 

manpower of the owner of the house/land, of course, a l i t t l e 

d i f fe ren t ly , animal husbandry generates very l e s s employment in 

the study area but i t generates about 13 percent of the t o t a l 

income in the economy. Attending p igs , poultry or even dairy 

i s not considered to be an employment by the respondents. 

Industry i s very much concentrated among a few households and 

provides employment only to a few of the members of the house­

hold. Of course, industry generates only a meagre amount of 

income in the economy. 



8. Housing 

An analysis of data collected by us reveals that about 

10 percent of the households are residing in rented house. 

Average rent paid for housing is about Rs. 2300 per year or 

Rs. 192 per month. About 25 percent of the households have rented 

out a portion (attached or unattached to their own residential 

building) of their house, and 75 percent of the total number 

of households use their houses for their own residence. The 

distribution of the total number of households according to the 

number of rooms (inclusive of both room/rooms) is obtained as 

follows: 

Table III.8.1 ^ 

Distribution of Households {% to total) 

According to rooms in the residential house 

No. of 
rooms 3 5 8 10 11 Total 

Per­
centage 1.5 17.9 29.9 23.9 16.^ U.5 1.5 0.0 3.0 1.5 100.00 
of house­
holds 

The average (modal) number of rooms in the residential 

house is four, while the median is five. No significant degree 

of correlation is found between the number of members in the 

household and the number of rooms in the residential house. 

Income too has no significant correlation with the number of 

rooms the households live in. 
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9, Cons-umption Pattern 

It is interesting to analyse as to how do the households 

in the study area spend their income for meeting their needs. 

For such an analysis, ve have obtained data on the household 

expenditure on the following types of commodity. 

(c: 

(d 

(e 

(f 

(g 

(h 

(i 

(3 

(k 

(1 

Cereals 

Pulses 

Vegetables 

Meat, fish, chicken, etc. 

Fuel (for cooking and lighting)/energy 

Cloth/Clothes/garments, etc. 

Education 

Medicines 

Kwai, pan, cigarettes, etc. 

Transport 

Rent on the house they l i v e in 

Any other/miscel laneous. 

The sum of expenditure on the above mentioned twelve 
> 

groups of item (annually) has been defined as total expenditure 

on consumption. 

First, we have tried to find out the relationship between 

annual net household income and annual expenditure (consumption). 

Vie have run regression analysis for linear and log linear speci­

fications. We have thus obtained two equations: 
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C = 18692.13 + 0.1203Y; R^ = 0.163 

(8.2̂ -) (3.30) 

Log (C) = 2.5328 + 0.3966 log(Y)-, R^ = 0.382 

(8.2i+) (5.88) 

Where C is the consumption expenditure (annual) and J Is the 

total (annual) net Income of the household. We find that both 

regression equations have the estimates of parameters that are 

significantly different from zero at ^% level of significance 

(belov the equations, figures in the brackets are computed t 

values), 

Hovever, we may note that conswrnption expend!ttire is not 

a function of net income alone. It is determined by the number 

of family members in the household as vrell. In viev of this, we 

have specified the regression model where C is a function of 

Y and F (family size, i.e. number of members in the hoi|sehold) 

"both. As before we have worked oat two regression equations. 

They are: 

C = 7055.719 + 0.071^6 Y -v 1939.229 P; R^ = O.U06 

(2.25) (2.19) (̂ .7̂ ) 

2.962 + 0.1887Y% 3 . 6 3 3 2 F ' 

(11.62) (2.93) (5.82) 

Log(C) = 2.962 + 0.1887Y% 3.6332F; R̂  = 0.617 

^s usual , f igures in the brackets beneath the regression est imates 

(of parameters) are the computed t values. We observe tha t the 

estimated values are s ign i f i can t ly d i f fe ren t from zero. The 

e l a s t i c i t y of consumption expenditure with respect to income i s 
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much smaller than that v,"ith respect to family size. The marginal 

expenditure per meirber of the family is about Rs. 19^0 (per 

year). 

Turning to expenditure on different (groups of) commodi­

ties ve observe that: 

( a ) C(Cereal) = 1301.002 - 0.00^^1 Y +613.72 P; R^ = 0.097 

(0 .66) (2 .37) (0 .21) 

and 

C*(Cereal) = 2 .89 + 0.013Y* + O.&k F*; R^ = 0.^30 

(7 .73) (0 .1^ ) (5 .28) 

50.10 + o.ooo 

C*(Pulses) = no t s u i t a b l e 

^5.72 + 0.00^^71 
(0 .21) (1 .99) (3 .96) 

-0 .27 + 0 .^931* + 1.07 J 
(^ 3^) i2.hh) (3 .1^) 

1 8 ^ . 5 9 + 0.0075Y + 305. 
(3 .37) (1 .31) (if.25) 

: 2.h + 0.21Y* + 0.V6 F* 

(6 . IB) (2 .31) (2 .96) 

5o8.66 + 0.0057Y + ̂ 3. 

(2.25) (2.M) (1A9) 

1.756 + 0.1971* + 0.372F* 

(3.98) (1.76) (1.97) 

608.99 + 0.0073Y + 217.38 
(1.62) (1.86) (5.52) 

: 1.8^7 + 0.212Y* + 0.721F 

(5.65) (2.56) (5.16) 

(b) C(Pulses) =: 50.10 + 0.00026Y + ̂ 9-01 F; R^ = O.OV 

(c) C(Veg) = ^5.72 + 0.00^^7Y + 111.^8 F; R^ = 0.332 

C*(Veg) = -0.27 + 0.^93Y* + 1.07 F*; R^ = 0.390 

(d) C(meat) = 18^.59 + 0.0075Y + 305.29 F; R^ = 0.320 

C*(Meat) = 2.h + 0.21Y* + 0.V6 F*; R^ = 0.362 

(e) C (Fuel) = 5o8.66 + 0.0057Y + ^3.99 F; R^ = 0.172 

C*(Fuel) = 1.756 + 0.197Y* + 0.372F*; R^ = 0.222 

( f ) G(Cloth) = 608.99 + 0.0073Y + 217.38 F; R^ = O.U-50 

C*(Cloth) = ^.8h7 + 0.212Y* + 0.721F*; R^ = 0.557 
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(g) coeduca t ion ; = Bl^-.eo + O.OOIO8Y + 228.9^F; R^ = 0.097 

(1 .05) (0 .13) (2,25) 

C*(educat ion) = 2.096 - 0.330Y*_+ 2.97F*; R^ = 0.318 

( 1 . ^ ) (0 .87) (^ .63) 

(h) C(Medicine) =: - 51.922 + 0.00112Y + 126.W5F; R^ = 0.190 

(0.176) (0.36) (3.27) 

'.k + 0.0072Y + IO6.I96F 

(2 .55) (2 .12) (2 .51) 

7V9.II + 0.021+Y + 126.5' 

(0 .775) ""(2.37) (1 .00) 

( i ) C(Kvai) = 82^ .^2^ + 0.0072Y + IO6.I96F; R^ = 0.222 

( j ) G(Transport) = 7^9.11 + 0.021+Y + 126.57F; R^ = O.l̂ +O 

Note that in the above equation starred variables represent the 

logarithmic value (base e) of the original variable such that 

C* = log(c); F* = log(F) and Y* = log(y). 

In some cases both linear and log linear versions are reported. 

In case they are reported for linear specification only, it may 

be understood that log version vas not suitable. 

It vould be interesting to keep on records the correlation 

coefficients of expenditure on one commodity ^ith other ones. 

For this we have prepared a trble (III.9.I) of correlation coef­

ficients. We restrict ourselves to reporting them and avoid 

interpretations on account of paucity of space. We presume that 

the readeiB v;ill interpret them for themselves. 

http://7V9.II
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Concluding Remarks 

To summarise this chapter ve reiterate that we studied 

the dependency ratio in the study area and analysed the income 

generating and employment generating behaviour of various 

sectors like service, agriculture, and so on. VJe also analysed 

distribution of income and per capita income in the study area. 

Further, we analysed the consumption pattern, revealed by 

expenditure on consumption of different commodity groups. In 

general, we found that dependency ratio is increasing with 

family size. Wie also found that services and agriculture provide 

major portion of income and employment in the economy that we 

are studying. So far the expenditure on consumption is concern­

ed, we find family size to be a more powerful explanatory 

variable than income is found to be. 



CHAPTER - IV 

ATTITUDES, INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIAL PARTICIPATION 

1. Introduction 

In this chapter our main concern is to analyse as to 

how the households participate in the social activities, provide 

leadership or support to the leaders, hold opinion and attitude 

regarding social realities and ideals and so on. By the term 

"institution" ve understand the settled belief of the community 

in thinking and acting. Institutions have a great role in the 

formation, sustenance and development of the society and the 

economy and hence ve have put some effort to study them. 

In this regard we must note that the data collected 

by us is the sole basis of the finding that we obtain and report 

in this chapter. We must also keep in mind that the proclaimed 

beliefs and re'̂ ealed attitudes by means of a survey like the 

one we have carried out, need not represent the reality. The 

reason is that in general, there can be no rule regarding the 

relationship between proclaimed beliefs and attitudes and true 

ones. Only a participant observation may reveal the reality, 

2. Membership of Social/Religious Organisation 

It is interesting to know that the sample households 

have shown a significant degree of involvement in social, 

political and religious activities in the study area. Women 

welfare organisations and sport/game clubs are abundantly taken 
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part in by the ^cspondents/family/household members. In case of 

27 percent households there is at least one member taking part 

in such activities. 

In village level sociopolitical organisations also 

there is observed a significant degree of participation. Either 

as a Gaon Bura (Village Headman) or as a member/treasurer, 

secretary, etc. ,of the village organisation, the households 

taking part make 29 percent of the total member of households. 

Hov.-ever, v,e have observed a pattern in the participa­

tion of the family members in such sociopolitical and religious 

(mainly church) organisations. In some families many members are 

particip'-'ting while in some other families one or two are parti­

cipating and in still other families, no member is participating. 

Thus, the observed participation is not ubiquitous - nor it is 

highly concentrdted. The table given belov (No. IV.2.1) provides 

an idea about participation concentration. 

Table IV.2.1. 

ParticiT3ation in Sociopolitical/Religious Organisation 

Number oT 
members par­
ticipating 

Percent of 
households 

0 

5^ 

1 

27 

\ 

r 
-More 
than 

12 

Total 

100 
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A few organisations like Artists Guild are joined only 

by a few households. Participation in Church Council and Youth 

Organisations is remarkable. However, political (at village 

level, Durbar) participation is more frequent than in any other 

type. One of the reasons of the observed participation level in 

village political organisation is the role of this organisation 

in social, political and economic life of the village people. 

The observed rate of participation may suitably be planned to 

promote the social, economic and political life of the people 

in these villages. 

3• The Activity Through Which the Household is Connected to 
the Society 

in response to the question as to in what ways any 

member of the respondent household is exposed to/connected with 

the mass or people, the respondent households have given the 

following information. 

Table IV.3.1 

SI.No. 

1. 
2. 

3. 
if. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

Action/Role Connecting the Household with Society 
-

Action Percent of households 

Gaonbura 5.5 

Social/Political Organisation k.6 
Singing 1.8 

Dancing 0.9 

Acting 0.9 

Social work 11.9 
Physician 0.9 
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S_iNOj Action p e r c e n t of households 

8. Sports 6.^ 

9. Fine Arts 0.9 

10. Shop 0.9 

11. Miscellaneous 0.9 

12. None 61+. 2 

Total 100.0 

We observe that over 60 percent households do not 

acknowledge their relationship with the society through any of 

the actions listed in the questionnaire. However, in view of 

the Table IV.2.1, this is inconsistent. The reasons of this 

inconsistency may be due to vagueness in the questionnaire, or 

it may be due to the inconsistency in the mind of the respon­

dent in recognising his role (especially with regard to youth 

organisation). 

Social work, sociopolitical organisation and sport 

take the largest share in connecting the households to the 

society. The rest of the activities make an insignificant pro­

portion at their individual level. The predominance of the 

relationship of the households with the society on account of 

political/social organisation and social service, and sports 

indicate a particular type of institution, the first type, 

perhaps, taken part in by older members and the second, perhaps 

by younger members. 
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h. Exposure to Mass Media 

An exposure of the household to the mass-media has a 

great role in shaping the social, political and cultural perso­

nality of the household. We have observed that 90 percent of the 

households are not exposed to any of the mass-media like Radio, 

Newspaper, Television or any other. The table IV.̂ -.1 gives the 

distribution of households according to their exposure to the 

mass-media. 

Table IV.V.1 

Exposure of the households to the Mass Media 

Media Percent of households 

Radio only 

Television only 

Newspaper only 

Radio & T.V. only 

Radio & Newspaper only 

T.V. & Newspaper only 

Radio, T.V. & Newspaper 

Any other 

None 

6.^5 

0.00 

1.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.08 

1.08 

90.32 

Total 100.00 
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5. observance ,of_Social/Relipious taboos, etc. 

In response to this question we have obtained answers 

very varied in content. First, about 65 percent of the house­

holds have either kept the question unanswered, or have reported 

'None', 'Nil', 'do not care', 'we are Christian', 'we do not 

know theii? origin and hence do not believe' and so on. The rest 

of the households have reported to observe some such practices/ 

taboos/beliefs etc. Among them, the percentage of those who 

observe the follov.ing is about fifty, 

i) Not to fill in lime when it is night. 

ii) Seeds not to be sown/crops not to be harvested 

on Bar a Bazar day. 

iii) Not to marry in certain specified clans, 

iv) Not to indulge in extramarital sex. 

v) Not to quarrel, boil fresh meat, bring wine 

to home when somebody at home is suffering from 

measles. 

Those who observe the following are distributed among 

the rest. 

i) Not to clean soot by spinsters. 

ii) Not to take snap for three persons in a group. 

iii) Not to eat beef. 

iv) Not to cut na i l s on Bara Bazar day. 

v) To sow seeds only when there is no moonlight. 
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vii) 

viii) 

ix) 

xi) 

xii) 

xiii) 

xiv) 

xv) 

xvi) 

xYii) 

xviii) 

xix) 

Not to eat pumpkin and millet resembling grass. 

Not to start journey if a black cat has crossed the 

vay. 

Not to touch corpse when vife is pregnant. 

Not to tell turmeric at night while buying or borrowing 

it. 

Young women are not to attend the funeral of a person 

dying prematured death or mysterious death. 

Not to travel in a group of three. 

Not to introduce fresh pan or dry fish before harves­

ting day. 

It is a sacrilege that a cock crows at the midnight. 

Not to throw rubbish during night time. 

Not to start/complete any work on Bara Bazar day. 

A girl will not whistle in presence of her elder 

brother. 

While cutting firewood, not to start from bottom. 

Not to place head side of the bed in the west. 

House would not face to the west. 

»̂ Perception of the Current Socio-Economic Issues in the 
Society 

Regarding the perception of the household about the 

current socio-economic issues in the society, first we must note 

that about 32 percent of the households have either let the 

question go unanswered or reported that they have no idea or 

no comments on that. 
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Among •unose vho have perceived the problems and respon­

ded, the content is very varied. An analysis of the contents, 

however, reveals that 39 percent of those reporting such 

problems, have a complain about price rise, inflation and such 

economic issues that make it "very difficult to maintain". 

Fortyeight percent of thvsm have reported that the lack of unity 

and harmony among the citizens is the major problem. Thirtysix 

percent have reported the evils due to drinking, gambling etc. 

Twelve percent have reported irresponsibility (of whomi). Twenty 

percent have reported the difficultires due to Bandh (that took 

place in mid I987 in Shillong). Eight percent have reported 

poverty to be the most important problem. Four percent have 

expressed matrilineality as a problematic institution and opined 

to change the same to patrilineality. Eighteen percent have 

expressed problems due to weak government, lack of political 

unity, disbelief in the workability of coalition government, etc. 

These percentages would not sum up to one hundred 

because those who have reported to have perceived the problems 

have given a list of two or three problems. 

A summary of those problems enlisted by the respondents 

indicate that economic problems like price rise and poverty, 

lack of unity and harmony, and the problems of political nature 

like lack of political unity, are more pressing. In getting 

government assistance there are problems due to middlemen and 

high officials' interference. Reportedly, the citizen has no 
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enough time to T̂ un from one office to anothar after these 

middlemen. Some problems like (in the words of a respondent)? 

"In social life we are confronted with so many obstacles in the 

welfare of the village; things which are on the way to progress 

remain suspended it takes time to complete it, the economy is 

affected due to frequent strikes and bandhs of the market and 

educational institutions. Many things are wasted" are worth 

considering. 

7. Measures suggested for Solving the Socio-Bconomic problems 

Though the number of households that have perceived the 

socio-economic problem is quite large, the number that have 

reported to visualise the measures to solve these problems is 

small enough. Sixty eight percent of the households have let 

the question go unanswered. Those who have suggested the measure 

have not much concrete to say. However, they visualise that a 

comprehensive effort on personal, collective and governmental 

level can solve the problems. "If one accomplishes his duty well 

in a proper discipline, if he (political leader/official?) does 

according to the will of the public" it may solve the problems. 

However, a frequency analysis suggests that the belief 

in the possibility of success on account of collective efforts 

in solving these problems is much more than that in solving 

these problems through personal or governmental efforts. This 

may be due to the prevailing strong belief and involvement in 

the village administration and its stronghold in the social 

economic and political life of the people that we have studied. 
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8. Opinion Abov.t Politics 

About '+3 percent of the households have no comments 

to make on this question. Those vho have to make an/, have 

divided opinion. The majority of them do not see any evil in 

politics provided that tho political leaders do not part vith 

the ideals. However, observations like those that follow are 

worth consideration. 

(i) Corruption is rampant in politics and false promises 

to the voters daring election campaign is disturbing. 

Politicians never stick to their original principle. 

They are quick to change their stand at any moment. 

(ii) Politics is a dirty game since after the elections it 

begets hatred and jealousy of one another among the 

candidates. 

(iii) In politics, usually the high class are favoured. 

There is favouritism and partiplity. Corrugation is 

involved in it. 

(iv) Politics is not a dirty eamc. Î- is quite fair. 

(v) We bother about hov. to earn o Jr daily bread and that 

is all in life. 

(vi) We do not want to interfere in politics since it brings 

in misunderstanding. It creates lots of problems. If we 

take part in it ve lose our value, time and money but 

nothing we gain in return. 
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(vii) There is no peace in politics. They speak ill of each 

other - hunt aftrr pover, prestige and money - quit 

their own party and join other side, of course forget­

ting all their supporters and cheating them who have 

worked hard for their victory, 

(viii) The presence of politics begets evils, while at the 

same time we cannot do without it. 

In view of the scope and limitations of the present 

survey it is not possible to carry out a detailed study on these 

issues. These opinions, however, lead us to have an idea about 

politics that is believed by the people. 

9. Concluding Remarks 

In this chapter we have had a sketchy view of the 

social, economic and attitudinal aspect of the society that we 

have studied in this survey. We analysed the membership of the 

households in various social and religious organisations, the 

activities that join the household with the rest of the society, 

the exposure of the households to the mass media, observance of 

social, religious restrictions and taboos,, the perception about 

the current socio-economic problems and their possible solution 

and opinion about politics. 

We note that social work and village level administra­

tion are the major activities joining the household with the 

society. Sports and games also are effective in this regard. 
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The exposure of the people to the mass media is very poor and 

needs programmes for its promotion. The problems perceived by 

the people are mixed; some about price rise and poverty - others 

about peace and unity in the society and still others about 

social evils like drinking and gambling. Many people do not 

believe politics to have virtues, nor they think that politics 

can solve the socio-economic problems. They opine in the favour 

of collective action to solve these problems. 



CHAPTER - V 

CONCLUSION 

The objective of this study vas to portray a sketch of 

the socio-economic condition of the society in the Myllietn 

Block, Meghalaya. The scope of this study has been very limited 

on account of a meagre fund available to conduct this study. 

Within the limitations of the fund we could collect data from 

only a fev villages employing one part time investigator. The 

response to the- questionnaires distributed among the households 

in the village has-not been much encouraging. Many questionnaires 

could not be filled in. Out of 106 questionnaires (filled in) 

that Vie obtained thirteen are giving not much information and 

hence vere rejected. We analysed ninety three questionnaires 

that remained. 

Insufficiency of the number of filled in questionnaires 

prohibit any analysis and hence drawing of any conclusion at 

the village level. Hence we have considered them together. 

Statistical problems due to such pooling are well-taken. Within 

these limitations, however, we dare to draw some conclusions 

at the macro or block level,̂  

In analysing these questionnaires we have divided their 

content in three major heads: information at the familial level 

of the respondents, mainly related to characteristics of the 
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household (Chapter II), aconomic characteristics (Chapter III) 

and social and political beliefs, opinions, institutions etc. 

(Chapter IV). 

To reiterate, in Chapter II our main findings are: 

(i) The average size of the households is seven members, 

(ii) Fifty four percent of the households are of nuclear 

structure, 

(iii) The majority of the households belong to the Christian 

religion, 

(iv) Though the society is matrilineal, it is not matriar-

chial; about 8o percent households report that the 

head of the family is a male member, 

(v) Literacy of the head of the household is rather poor; 

58 percent households have their heads illiterate, 

(vi) About 62 percent of the households have not achieved 

education level beyond matriculation, 

(vii) About ho percent households have no illiterate member. 

In Chapter III, our main findings are: 

(i) Average dependency ratio is one dependent to one 

earning member, 

(ii) Larger families havo higher dep̂ n̂dency ratio, 

(iii) Most of the households draw their livelihood from 

service, agriculture or animal husbandry or a mix of 

them. 



-70-

(iv) Over seventy five percent of the households have annual 

income less than 50 thousand, 

(v) Fifty six percent of earning members in the family are 

males, 

(vi) Males outnumber females in service/daily v,ages while 

the opposite is the case with commerce and business. 

In agriculture, however, they are equally participating, 

(vii) Most of the families live in four roomed houses, 

(viii) Consumption pattern varies with income but in general 

the elasticity is small in magnitude. 

In Chapter IV, our main findings are: 

(i) A good percentage of households take part in social 

service and sports. They take part in village level 

administration. 

(ii) Exposure to the mass-media is very poor. 

(iii) A good percentage of households observe some social 

restrictions or taboos, very varied in nature. 

(iv) They perceive some social, e conomic and political 

problems and believe that they can be solved by the 

efforts made at a collective level. They exhibit no 

much faith in the prevailing political ways to solve 

the problems. 

Ace No Ace. Ho J^-if-rT^^ 

oaf> 

Acc. fe>..^ 

Sub Htadiiig by - — • 
Caucby - « — - • 


