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Ration for migrants
AS the Covid pandemic is not going away
any time soon and a third wave is imminent,
attention gets diverted to the migrant workers
who form nearly a third of India’s population.
Their sweat and toil is what keeps the nation in
form and yet they are an unrecognized lot. The
Supreme Court has rightly come to their help
by asking states and Union Territories to put in
place a scheme to feed them via free rations till
the pandemic situation eases. The apex court
has asked governments to implement the ‘one
nation, one ration card’ scheme before July end

to help the migrants.

Migrants mostly form the labour force for
both agriculture and industries as also for urban
upkeep. The affluent parts of some western and
northern states draw this workforce from other
regions. Those from under-developed and ma-
jorly populated states like Bengal, Odisha, As-
sam, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh are drawn hugely
to the affluent states where labour charges are
high and work opportunities more. Based on
the 2011 Census report, the migrant workforce
constituted 50 crore people or more than 40 per
cent of the population if the step-up in the last
ten-years also is to be taken into account. Since
they live in homes away from their native homes
and hearths, they rarely get any government
favour. They are simply left to the elements.
They moved from area to area depending on
work opportunities and mostly lived without
the ration facility. The pandemic season from
March last year hit this segment of the society
hard as was well-documented from their plight
to get back to their native places in the absence
ofwork and wages due to the lockdowns.

A big question is, where was the need for
a public interest litigation or Supreme Court
intervention to address the basic requirements
of the citizens, namely to have access to ration
irrespective of where they lived and worked.
Those running the central government were
awakened to the sweep of this large segment
ofthe population only when media highlighted
their plight and foot-marches back to their native
places; some even dying ontheway. Yet, it failed
to act in a decisive manner until the Congress
caught on it with greater fervour with an eye
on political gains. Half-hearted responses came
from the central governmentwhile state govern-
ments couldn’t care less. Thisis the state ofIndia
today. The political class and the bureaucracy
live in glass houses and are not responsive to
even grim situations of the ordinary masses.
Political sermons from the pulpit are no longer
helping. People need food to eat.

InIntin | (i

Drone attack
cause of
concern

Editor,

The drone strikes at the
IAF base in Jammu and Sub-
sequent sightings of drones
close to military stations
has set alarm bells ringing.
Several army stations in this
area have been targeted by
Pakistan-sponsored terror
in the past. In each case
evidence corroborated Paki-
stan’s involvement in the
terror. Drone strikes indicate
that terrorists have changed
their modus operandi and
that advanced technology has
been incorporated into their
terror activities. By adopting
drone assisted terror attacks
terrorists have dispensed
with suicide attacks. This
advanced strategy empow-
ers the terrorists to carry
out repeated attacks. These
attacks show that terrorists
may exploit chinks in the
armour to carry out attacks
successfully. An advantage
of drone attacks is that it
enables Pakistan to deny its
involvement as there is lack
of concrete evidence.

Terrorist attacks show
that it is very difficult to
protect each and every asset
and vital installation. On

die other hand, Indiacannot
afford to come under sus-
tained terror attacks. Instead
ofbeing defensive like inthe
past, India must be on the
offensive and bring prompt
retaliation to the attacks.
Once the enemy is identified
counter-attacks must be car-
ried out. Billions of dollars
are spent to buy protection.
This has proved to be unnec-
essary. Instead, India must
adopt retaliatory measures
that will make the enemy
remain under threat.

Carrying out of terror at-
tacks using drones poses a
new threat to India. Drones
could be used not just to at-
tack airbases and military
stations but also carry out
attacks on military convoys
and public gatherings. At-
tacks of this kind have se-
rious consequences. India
must realize the seriousness
of the situation and must be
prepared for counter attacks.
Drone attacks show a para-
digm shift in terror attacks.
Tocounter it, Indiamust have
the military resources like
anti-drone systems. There
must be facilities for detect-
ing, tracking and destroying
drones.

There have been a lot of
developments in the region
lately. As the US troops are
leaving Afghanistan, the Tali-
banmay take over that coun-

We are how we teach!

We live in a culture that
shuns critical thinking. This
has always been the case,
even within the four walls
of our classrooms. Though
no teacher denies this, stu-
dents are becoming smarter.
Ironically, every teacher con-
sciously assumes it is the
students’ fault for the bad
academic performance. And
then, time passes. As the
economy advances, priorities
shift. Teachers unconsciously
recognize that the teaching
method that once seemed rea-
sonable has become archaic.
But the flawed method is too
convenient to abandon.

Years ago, our teacher
asked a friend of mine why
he didn't write down notes
while they were being dic-
tated. "What is the point, sir?

Every equation, every line is
exactly as it is in this book,"
my ftiend responded. Our
teacher immediately escorted
him out of the classroom.
Then, two years ago, one
brilliant student said to me,
"Sir, we skip classes because
he [teacher] only tells us fairy
tales more than halfthe time."”
| later learned that, daily, this
college teacher derives job
satisfaction from boasting
about his sons' and daughters'
academic achievements. As
for teaching, he would only
superficially and bookishly
discuss the lessons before
handing out the Xeroxed
notes. In a decade, nothing
appears to have changed!
The change has been so in-
significant, except, of course,
in the infrastructure. Tuition
fees as well have universally
risen by over 500 percent on
average in the last 20 years,
despite inflation rising by
only 267.23 percent. Is there
a corresponding improve-
ment in education? No! On
the contrary, the quality of
education has deteriorated!
So, while education in main-
stream India is constantly
developing, looking at Me-
ghalaya feels like entering a
"Parallel Universe," where
education is notoriously slow
to progress and adapt, as evi-
denced by every report (PGl,

try. Thiswill allow Pakistanto
get India out of that country.
As the region is overrun with
radical extremists, Pakistan
will instigate more terrorist
activities against India as it
will boost the morale of ter-
rorists. Terrorism continues
to be Pakistan’s state policy.
The attack in Jammu is only
a beginning. In such a situa-
tion, establishing peace with
Pakistan is impossible.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS
Kollam

Population

control

Editor

Of late there is lot of dis-
cussion among the public,
at the behest of politicians,
regarding population control,
and apparently directed at a
particular minority commu-
nity. This is quite amusing
and interesting too. Studies
and research have repeatedly
shown that population growth
is not influenced by religion
(Iran or even Bangladesh
are examples), or for that
matter, large families are not
confined to a few religious
communities. Rather, growth
in population is influenced
by ignorance (or lack of
education), economic and so-
cietal positions, specially of

By TFL Mawlong

ASER, Oxfam, and NIRF)
and of course the society's
overall backwardness.

There are far too many
bright and motivated students
who are underserved. Too
many students are having
their confidence and creativ-
ity shattered by apoor educa-
tional experience; even many
successful students admit to
receiving high scores despite
not learning much. Ours
is a society that dashes the
dreams of many talented stu-
dents' and lavishly rewards
rote-learners both during
and after their studies. So,
as a society, how do we ac-
cept the loss of talent being
squandered?

Perhaps we don'tthink it's
important to be concerned
about other people’s abilities.
But, comrade, each ofus has
a stake in our collective edu-
cation. That has always been
the case since prehistoric
times. Who knows when or
where brilliance will strike?
There could be a young boy
in your neighbourhood who
has the potential to solve the
Universe's mystery. Perhaps
a cobbler's daughter in the
outskirts of Shillong's might
have the potential to discover
a cancer cure. Perhaps there
is a fanner's son in Smit Vil-
lage who might have incred-
ible insights into the fanning
technology. Unfortunately,
as you may have noticed,
by depriving them of op-
portunity, we squander their
abilities before they even fin-
ish school. By “opportunity”
here it doesn’t just mean
the chance to attend schools
or colleges. It also means
enjoying a good educational
experience. As a society, how
do we justify not offering
those children a world-class
education?

Worse, besides providing
very little learning, we ac-
tively teach "passivity” and
"discourage critical thinking"
by having students simply
sit while only the teachers
speak. And, rather than valu-

women. Itis well known that
eventoday, an average family
size in rural areas is larger
than that of urban areas.

In fact, rate of decadal
population growth in In-
dia, overall, is continuously
showing a declining trend in
recent decades.

The recent publication by
the Lancet, the reputed peer
reviewed medical journal,
analyses that the population
of India would decline to
around 130 crores by the end
of the century. In fact, the
replacement rate of popula-
tion would be lower than the
mortality rate. Ofcourse, the
study reveals, the population
of the country is likely to
increase and peak to around
160 crores, in a couple of
decades, from the current
level of around 135 crores.
This may have severe impact
on the society, especially if
old-aged population, by far,
outnumber the young ones.

We would do well do
also to note that China, the
country having population
larger than India, started al-
lowing couplesto have athird
child from a stricter control,
earlier.

The average age of In-
dians is getting older, with
more people in the higher age
groups. With better medical
facilities, the longevity of

ing truth and challenging lies,
we teach "lying" and "down-
grade integrity." We inflate
internal marks to ensure a
higher pass percentage, and
we manipulate the institu-
tion’s reportto highlight our
"on-paper-only™ or "perfunc-
tory" programmes. Do you
think this is healthy?

What are the consequenc-
es ofthis "educational disor-
der"? Despite infrastructure
improvements, the misalign-
mentbetween what education
is and what we deliver wors-
ens. And itisthis that actively
sustains Meghalaya's "back-
wardness and poverty."”

To address this tragedy,
perhaps we can do some-

thing. First and foremost, it
is prudent to evaluate and
re-evaluate ourselves regu-
larly before national agencies
evaluate us. There are some
non-profit govemment-sup-
ported educational institu-
tions that, despite the support
they receive, are doing a great
disservice to Meghalaya.
There should be a policy to
review the performance of
deficit schools and colleges
every 2 or 3 years. And to
incentivize quality teaching,
the policy should provide for
the unequivocal withdrawal
offinancial support from the
constantly underperforming
deficit schools or colleges.
Second, we must do away
with the policy of making
B. Ed certificate a universal
requirement for recruitment.
| am not anti-B.Ed. However,
because of this ill-conceived
and politically motivated pol-
icy, we are losing world-class
individuals who do not want
to waste time and money on
certificates but who could
otherwise be world-class
teachers. The requirement
ofa B.Ed certificate to apply
for ateachingjob accentuates
the anxiety to get a certificate,
andthenajob. The certificate
takes precedence over who
you are, and your talent (or
lack thereof) becomes ir-
relevant. That being said,

people would also increase.
With more people in the
higher age groups (with low
or nil economic productivity
or income), more people,
with economic productivity
would be required, addition-
ally to support those who are
aging.

In the days of modern
science, when education and
awareness holds the key to
progress, the society must
be alert so that it would not
be doomed in future for its
actions today, and fall prey
to selfish themes aroused
by politicians, of different
hues.

Yours etc.,
D Bhutia,
Via email

Good gesture
by SC

Editor,

It is a good and highly
appreciable gesture of the
Supreme Court asking all
state governments and Union
Tenitories to implement by
July 31 the ’One Nation,
One Ration Card’ scheme.
According to a report, pass-
ing a slew of directions on
June 29, 2021 to the Centre
and States for the benefit of
migrant workers, a bench
of the Supreme Court also
ordered the Centre to develop

aggressive implementation
of in-service capacity-build-
ing programs (such as the
NISHTHA program) should
be given more importance.
Third, we need to rethink
how we teach in the class-
room. In this age of informa-
tion revolution, rote-leaming
is obsolete and critical think-
ing is no longer optional.
We must educate all teach-
ers and principals on the
fact that simply depositing
knowledge like money in the
banking system isnot how we
nurture the mental abilities
of students. The problem of
poor educational experience
will not arise if every teacher
makes a genuine effort to
help students gain an intuitive
understanding. Every student,
regardless of which school

or college they attend, would
have a fulfilling educational
experience.

Fourth, Meghalaya should
re-imagine the examination
system. The flawed examina-
tion system is a silent factor
that catalyzes the entire de-
crepiteducational system. For
example, during the pandem-
ic, this rote-leaming system
rendered the NEHU's open-
book-online exam pointless.
Students consequently feel
it is pointless to study. If it's
a test of critical thinking, an
open-book-online exam will
suffice because students can't
just copy answers from the
book or notes - they'd need a
certain level ofunderstanding
to write the answer. The best
in the world always have an
open-book section of their
exam. A student can bring as
many books as he wants to the
exam hall, but the questions
are analytical, application, or
problem types, and the an-
swers are not in textbooks.

To conclude, nothing sig-
nificant can be accomplished
in Meghalaya until we recon-
sider the flawed policies, re-
imagine the examination sys-
tem, and, most importantly,
reform classroom teachings.

(tfimawlong@gmail. com.
The author’ views are per-
sonal.)

anational portal by July 31 to
register the unorganized and
migrant workers. Going to
details the SC also asked the
state govemmentz to frame
schemes for distribution of
food grains to those not hav-
ing ration cards.

The Centre is told to al-
locate food grains as per the
demands of the state govern-
ments. This One Nation
One Ration Card scheme
is really the need of hour
because with this scheme
all the migrant workers and
labour will be able to avail
the ration benefits in any part
ofthe country.

We know many workers
and poor labourers migrate to
other states to earn their keep.
They are not able to utilize the
benefits ofthe ration cardjust
because they don’t have the
ration cards ofthe state where
they work. | am certain that
this scheme will work to the
advantage ofmigrant workers
and ease their burdens.

Yours etc.,
Muaz Qasmi,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite

details will be published___

New Hope In
Assam-Meghalaya
Boundary Dispute

By BMLanong

Many have thought, some
have tried and all have failed
to solve the recklessly-pro-
tracted Assam-Meghalaya
boundary issue, for the last
49 and a halfyears. Going by
the toll of disasters since then
and till now, only those who
wear the worn-out shoes,
know where and how they
suffer the pinch.

In the year 2010, four
Khasi males were shot down
in cold blood by Assam po-
lice at Langpih, a hilly village
in West Khasi Hills within
the vicinity of Nongstoin,
where there is no Assamese
settlement anywhere in and
around the area. But Assam,
to grab the green hills it
covets most, forcibly erected
its police camp, brought and
dumped stateless, people
to make their permanent
settlement, only to claim a

foreign land whose proper
name they did not even know.
They still call and spell it as
‘Lampi-Sampi’, a misnomer
for Langpih.

The fresh incursions by
Assam, using its big -brother
attitude by using police forces
everywhere in the northeast
and with everybody, includ-
ing Nagaland, Mizoram and
others, is amatter of concern,
especially since we all belong
to the same country.

Jaintia Hills Chapter

During 1951 under undi-
vided Assam, more than 350
villages under 15 Doloiship
of Block I and Il of Jaintia
Hills, were tagged to Mikir
and North Cachar Hills for
administrative convenience
and in course of time, the

a target for a permanent
solution of all the pending
boundary disputes as also
desired by the Centre. This
initiative on his part should
be welcomed by all those
who share the same mind
and vision, keeping at least
the issues of political differ-
ences aside.

Things will ease and
progress better and faster,
if such dialogues comprise
common desideratas and
conducive parameters right
from the start, keeping also
in mind the need to avoid
the principles and factors
of the by-gone dialogues
which frustrated solution of
the issue.

Chandrachud Committee

During the Congress re-
gime in-1985, both die Con-
gress ruled States of Assam
and Meghalaya, led by Chief.'

Minister Hiteshwar Saikiam
and Capt, W.A.Sangma re-
spectively and with Prime ,
Minister Rajiv Gandhi then
at the Centre, the official r
Boundary Committee to
resolve the issue between
the two States was consti-
tuted, under the former Chief,
Justice Y.V.Chandrachud of .
the Supreme Court, assisted
by former Chief Justice
V.S.Deshpande of Delhi &
High Court. i
After two years of study,,
examination of documents -'
and hearing of parties, the ;
Committee submitted its rev
port in 1987, that Meghalaya
and Assam “...are unable to
find a solution to their dif-
ferences on apolitical plane. ~
We do not blame the Khasis >

After the recent change ofleadership in |
Assam and with the new dynamic Chief}
Minister, Mr. Himanta Biswa_Sarma at [
the helm ofaffairs, some new tidings
ham also come about that Mr. Himanta
intends to revive the dialogues afresh,
with a targetfor apermanent solution
ofall the pending boundary disputes
as also desired by the Centre*

areas were conveniently and
illegally claimed, by Assam.
In those areas, up until now
the Khasi-Jaintia people live
and cultivate, though to a
great extent, large tracts of
cultivable land have been
forcibly encroached upon
by people of Assam. Only
recently there have been
fresh spate of incursions by
Assam in Khanduli, Sabah,
Mukroh and other areas, with
the intention of taking up
health, education and other
developmental projects. Such
motivated agendawill aggra-
vate the relationship.
New CM-Fresh
Incursions

After the recent change
of leadership in Assam and
with the new dynamic Chief
Minister, Mr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma at the helm of af-
fairs, some new tidings have
also come about that Mr.
Himanta intends to revive
the dialogues afresh, with

for the intensity oftheir sen-

timents. Their sentiments are

sincere too. But nor, can we

blame Assam, for they asked'
forwhatthe Constitution has

giventhem.. What can be*
inferred from the above is.
that, Meghalaya based its;
case on the original bound-

ary ofKhasi States and those

within the Doloiship of the

District Councils, whereas

Assam stood on areas deter-

mined by the Constitution.

Thereafter, no serious :
follow up of the issue was
resumed, resulting in what
all can see and witness today,
aremote solution.

Yet, there is no harm in
pinning new hopes in the
new Assam BJP dispensa-
tion. In the event ofresump-
tion of a dialogue on this
long pending vexed issue, it
is advisable to get the con-
cerned Autonomous District
Councils along, for logistics
and any other cooperation.
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China’s growth mantra
CHINESE Communist Party and its government led
by Xi Jinping are at the height ofglory - and shame
too —as the nation celebrated 100 years ofexistence
and growth of the ruling party. Growth continues
to be the ‘mantra’ for China as the red leadership
is taking the nation forward in a highly organised
manner. Its ill effects are also situations like the
Covidl9 pandemic that devastated the world. Yet,
at a time when Communists elsewhere and around
the world are a laughing stock and seen as an anach-
ronism, China scripts a different story. Through
successive leaderships since the time of founder
Mao Zedong, Chinahas beenreinventing itselfand
changing course even by making compromises with
the ideology itself as in the adoption of a market
economy as the main prop to economic growth.
Elsewhere, dungeon heads who swore by ideology,
failed to effect course corrections and ended up as
failures. Even the erstwhile Soviet Union, to which
Communists acrossthe globe looked for inspiration,
disintegrated like a pack of cards.

Chinaemergedasthe world’s second most-pow-
erful economic and military super power by wed-
ding salient points of Capitalism to its Communist
ethos since the late 1980s - a lesson that Socialist
India learned from it a decade later in a small way
through steps like economic liberalization. Since
2012, President Xi Jinping is powering the growth
of China - and in questionable ways too as was
the case with his predecessors. His assertiveness is
reflected also in the way he gotthe party to do away
with the two-term limit for president

Marking the present occasion, Xi’s address from
the balcony ofthe Tiananmen Square was noted for
its major affirmations - that China can no more be
bullied by external forces; that it does not aimto do
soto othernations in futuretoo as part ofa long-held
state policy; and that it is “determined” to reunite
breakaway Taiwan intoitsfold Yet, inreality, China
is bent on emerging as a hegemon as Xi’s actions
showed along the Line of Actual Control and also
Doklam and inthe South China Sea. It is targeting
the main shipping route inthe Indian Ocean as well
for control. China is suppressing human rights in
Hong Kong, fromthetime itregained control ofthe
former British colony fromthe UK in 1997. Chinais
also suppressing religious freedom. Its brutality was
most evident in actions like the Tiananmen Square
massacre in 1989. Yet, Chinaholds its head high by
virtue of its ‘mantra’ of growth.

N Letters to the Editor

Time to
evaluate
teachers

Editor,

-1draw yourkind attention
to the letter to the editor by
one Roben Chyrmang cap-
tioned “Students & parents
under stress” (ST June 31,
2021) The letter is full of
erroneous statements, mis-
leading the public and aimed
at tarnishing the best online
initiative seen in the entire
North East, if not the whole
country. And this online
initiative acronym’d HIKAI
is being provided absolutely
free of cost to any student
under the MBOSE. Please
note that https://rkmhikai.
online is being used by 8,892
students belonging to more
than 128 schools, who have
used 5.25 lakhs of learn-
ing hours and wherein 2.2
lakh assignments have been
uploaded, goes to show the
success of the online portal.
And all this is provided
totally free of charges even
to students not studying
in the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion Schools. Show me one
such program with its range
and flexibility in the entire
country whether under the
government or private sector
before passing judgment on
such a noble initiative.

Neither | or the manage-
ment ever promised free
“electronic tablet to each
student” as claimed by Mr
Roben. When the portal was
launched, the Mission also
appealed to its well-wishers
to contribute so that they
can provide at least one
poor student a free tablet.
But you are well aware how
people like Mr Roben will

never contribute a penny for
helping poor students but
demand that apart from pro-
viding free online portal,.the
Mission should also provide
free electronic tablet! But
Mr Roben should also know
that there are other kindred
souls who did contribute and
Mission provided 360 poor
students 'free tablets. These
students belong to 36 differ-
ent schools mainly located in
interior parts of Meghalaya
and are really poor and de-
serving students.
Moreover, Mr Roben
makes his real intention
clear only in the last para-
graph wherein he questions
my appointment as the Head
Teacher (i/c). So he is a sort
ofafrontto uphold the cause
of our ex-head teacher (i/c)
who lost his post because of
his inability to implementthe
free HIKALI online initiative.
And now that the teacher’s
performance is being linked
to the success of the HIKAI
initiative not many are able
to digest the fact. Many in-
efficient teachers draw their
salaries but do not work for
betterment of students. For
example, a cursory glance
at the HIKALI statistics will
show that this ex-HT (i/c)
was handling Social Stud-
ies (SSt) for class VII. But
he never worked hard to
motivate his students and
only 14.58 % of students in
his subject uploaded the as-
signments. Now Mr Ruben
has made this to appear as
if parents and students have
been put under stress as they
do not have mobile phones,
etc. and hence the perfor-
mance of these insincere
teachers can be justified. It
would be better to compare
the performance of different

The pain of physical
distancing

By Patricia Mukhim

Adults are forced to adapt
to “social distancing” be-
cause there is no option.
But these two words which
entered our daily vocabulary
in March 2020 by implication
mean physically distancing
ourselves from others. It
is unnatural phenomenon
brought about by the pan-
demic. Our worlds have
turned upside down and one
wonders how we are surviv-
ing this upside-down part of
life. The impacts of physical
distancing are manifold. We
have discussed loss of jobs
and closure of small busi-
nesses. Taxi drivers have
been cooling their heels at
home; those running small
little shops have had to teniT
porarily abandon their trade.
Just when they were starting
to believe that things are back
to normal from December last
year up until March this year,
lo and behpld here comes the
second wave claiming many
lives and affecting hundreds
every day. Our hopes are
sunk. Children are back to
home schooling and that’s
the part that this article will
discuss.

I was having a conversa-
tion with a friend the other
day. She told me that her 13-
year-old daughter suddenly
started howling and crying
at the dining table. She told
her parents, “l want to go
back to school. You people
have no time to sit and talk
to me. | miss my friends,”
and with that she started
yelling out even louder. That
adolescent was at least able
to let out her frustrations on
her parents both of who are
working from home. The
younger sister was aghastand
looked at her elder sibling
with consternation. That sort
ofbreakdown was something
she had never seen before.
Her elder sister was a gre-
garious young lady who had
a large circle offriends. And
that’s the ticking point.

Experts who have been
studying child and adoles-
cent behaviour during this
pandemic says that social dis-
tancing may be particularly
difficult for some children
and teens. As parents we have
seen how important teenage
friendships are. As children
get older and are more so-
cially skilled their peer group
become an important hub
of their social development
and sometimes even more
importantthan their immedi-
ate family.

Experts maintain that
while parents worry about

teachers in the same class
handling different subjects to
make impartial statements.
Now the above performance
of our ex-HT(i/c) should be
seen against the performance
ofthe same class in the Sci-
ence subjectwherein 95% of
the students have been able
to upload their assignments
in Science subject. Then
how come it is 14.58% in
SSt subject?

Hence if students are suf-

fering, it is because of the.

insincerity and lack of com-
mitment of such teachers. In
fact, the government should
look into the performance of
such teachers and withhold
their salaries because they
not only spoil the future of
our students but hide this fact
by presenting a distorted pic-
ture through Mr Roben and
company and in the process
do not hesitate to tarnish the
best free online system that
we should have been proud
of, a bad name.
Yours etc.,
Amaresh Chakraborty
Head Teacher (i/c)
RKM LP/UP School,
Umsohsun
Via email

Gender
inequality in
vaccination too

Editor,

Gender inequality shows
up everywhere. As of June
29, 2021, 54% of persons
vaccinated in India were
men. In Meghalaya men
account for 53% of those
vaccinated. Actually it is
worse in our state because
the female:male ratio is
986:1000 in Meghalaya
compared to 943 for all In-
dia, with more women in our

the impact of social isola-
tion on their child’s social
development, they are more
likely to bounce back quickly
if isolation only lasts a few
months. Butwe are already in
the 15th month of lockdown
and it looks like schools
will not be able to reopen
any time soon. For kids who
love to be the centre of at-
tention of their friends, this
is a lonely period. In fact,
kids really need additional
attention and support from
parents during this time but
with both parents working or
with one parent (generally the
mother) not having the skill
to engage her children in a
conversation without talking
down to them, this becomes
atough call.

In tribal societies, while
we were growing up, we
could never have a one-on-
one conversation with par-
ents. We could never confide
our secrets to them. Those
were for friends and deep
friendships were struck dur-
ing those crucial years. Hence
adolescents need to touch
base with their own circle of
friends. Its like medicine for
their souls. I1t’s the adrenalin
they need to energise their
lives. But this whole vir-
tual thing is smothering their
souls. The inability to touch
which is an important human
need is whatis causing all the
heartburn. Not every parent,
unfortunately understands
this. Child psychology is a
much-neglected topic in this
country. And many ofus had
no.parenting skills. We learnt
as we went along. At that
timQ there was no such thing
as counselling for parents or
children. Today, we are better
placed and can get help from
counselling psychologists if
we choose to.

Development Psycholo-
gist, Amy Learmonth ex-
plains that in late childhood
and adolescence, children
start to strike out on their
own. Friendships become
more complex and more
about shared interests. This
is where children test out the
things that will make their
adult friendships work, or
not. Among those relation-
ship skills, Learmonth says
kids in late childhood and
adolescence are learning

mhow to find and provide

support to their friends and
also developing the skills for
building trust and dealing
with betrayal. This is also
the time when they’re usu-

state in proportion to men.
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Himachal and Chhattisgarb
are the only states in which
more women have been vac-
cinated. In the USA, 58% of
vaccinees are women. An
article in India Today dated
June 17, 2021, had a telling
headline, “Indian men grab
lion's share of Covid-19
jabs”.

There may some hesitan-
cy among women because
of fear about vaccine effects
on fertility and menstruation,
and pregnant women were
not given the vaccine till re-
cently. But such hesitancy is
very low. A study in 19 high-
COVID-19 burden countries
published in the Journal of
Health Communication in
March 2021, showed hesi-
tancy in in India to be almost
the same between men and
women.

Like in many other so-
cial indices, the lower vac-
cination of women is due
to deprivation, caused by
entrenched gender bias, pa-
triarchy and marginaliza-
tion of women in India and
Meghalaya. Women have
less access to information,
income, transportation and
the internet, and find it diffi-
cultto leave home because of
domestic responsibilities.

Julie Thekkudan, a gender
specialist with Oxfam says,
“Most men do not consider
it important to register their
wives on the CoWin app.
Their health is not consid-
ered apriority and if they do
not work outside the home,
then they are not considered
at risk.” A housewife in
Rajasthan has been quoted
as saying, ““My husband
thought that it was right for
him to get vaccinated first.

ally figuring out how to form
friendships with deeper roots
thanjust proximity and play.
Learmonth says they are in
the process of figuring out
who they are and what they
want from their friends. This
is why those friendships in
middle school particularly
can be fragile and most kids
experience some isolation
and heartbreak. But while
those years and friendships
can often be hard to navigate,
they’re also crucial step-
ping stones to healthy adult
relationships later in life.
Learmonth says this type
of friendship is not possible
over the virtual world or by
maintaining a distance of six
feet or more.

While Learmonth and
other development psycholo-
gists agree that a few months
of lockdown will not cause
any major disruptions or last-
ing impacts, although kids
may sometimes feel lonely
and need additional atten-
tion and support. But what if
this social isolation stretches
on for years? Experts across
the board agree that a longer
period of social distancing
will begin to take a toll and
that is when negative effects
on social development would
begin to develop.

Now more than ever we
realise the wisdom of Aris-
totle, the Greek philosopher
who said, “Man is by nature
a social animal. Society is
something that precedes the
individual.” Humans have a
natural craving for personal
interaction, touch, novelty,
and excitement. Prolonged
isolation wears us all down
but that impact will be felt
more substantially by teen-
agers.

Developmental psycholo-
gist and family coach Cam-
eron Caswell says the reason
for this increased negative
impact comes down to brain
development. She says our
brains go through their two

"biggest growth spurts during

infancy and adolescence.
These are the two periods
where our brains are the
most malleable andjirimed
for learning. Caswell adds
that adolescence is one ofthe
most formative life stages,
explaining that the skills de--
veloped, the beliefs formed,
and the ways we, perceive
ourselves and how we in-
teract with the world during
this stage play a major role
in defining who we become
as adults.

Due to the possible side-
effects of Covishield, he
needed me to take care of
him while he was sick. And
if 1 got ill along with him,
who will cook and look after
the house and our son?”
Women make up 80% of
school teachers in India and
70% of the health work-
force. They predominate in
the informal work sector.
At home they are the main
caretakers for children and
the elderly. Even those who
remain largely at home are
at risk.from family members
who go in and out, giventhat
new variants of the virus
are highly contagious. Per-
haps all women should be
declared as frontline work-
ers by the government and
given priority for Covid
vaccination.
Yours etc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email

Shillong-Dawki
Highway

Editor,

As an avid reader of The
Shillong Times | wish to as-
sert that the importance of
the Shillong-Dawki-Tamabil
National Highway cannot be
over-emphasized. The few
trees that were cut to make
way for the JICA funded NH
Road Project are inconse-
quential when compared to
the importance of the road
connectivity when com-
pleted. Even the British saw
the importance of this com-
munication, hence this road
was first constructed by them
through this strategic route.
It was very important then
and more important today
and in the future. Megha-
laya’s future lies in opening

“If our teens’ experiences
are stunted during this time, if
they’re short-changed on op-
portunitiesto grow, learn, and
develop, I believe the impact
from prolonged isolation will
be greater on them,” she said.
Caswell also strengthens our
own understanding formed,
by observing our kids that
while virtual interactions
can be beneficial in the short
term, they’re not a satisfac-
tory substitute for real-life
interactions.

We don’t need reiteration
from psychologists to under-
stand that the quality of con-
nection and level of intimacy
is not the same on the virtual
world. Thatthe energy ofeye
contact, of bodily gestures,
the lift of an eyebrow, a half-
smile, a quizzical look is all
lost on the virtual screen. Half
the time you can’t even hear
the other person speaking
because of poor network and
even zoom meetings can be
taxing with the internet be-
having like the evening tide.
Thejoyous moments brought
'‘by subtle interactions and
spontaneous responses are all
lost on the screen world we
live in today.

And in case we assume
that teenage friendships are
smooth sailing, they are not.
In fact, they are as tumultuous
as the raging hormones of
that period. Teens have their
moments ofdisputes and con-
flicts, yetthey always manage
to resolve them because ofthe
intervention of other friends.
While there are cases ofsome
teens being selfish, by and
large it is when they are with
their peers that they learn to
share, to take turns and even
to resolve conflicts. Here
too psychologists concur
that much of a child’s social
development occurs outside
their family and within friend
groups. All this is impossible,
on screen.

Hence,- we cannot even
begin to comprehend the
toll that social isolation is
taking on our kids. They are
deprived of opportunities for
new experiences. The home
beginsto feel like aprison and
their scope for self-discovery
is drastically reduced.

Let’s also admit that we
live in a state where very
little attention is paid to chil-
dren and teenagers and their
special needs especially dur-
ing these trying times. Some
schools are trying to address
these issues which go beyond
the educational curriculum.
But such schools are too few
and far between. A sad plight
'indeed!

up more strategic road-links
with neighbouring countries
to operationalize the Act
East policy. Expansion of
road network is beneficial
in many ways. The unfortu-
nate part is that there is not
enough land .and resources
to construct the required
road networks. In countries
where there are excellent
roads and road transport
networks there is also faster
development.

It is therefore not in pub-
lic interest to put obstacles
in the development of areas
beyond Shillong. In this case
to compensate fbr the loss of
few Cryptomeriatrees plant-
ing more species ofa similar
kind elsewhere or inplots in
the neighbourhood will re-
store the environmental loss
in double or triple measure.

| agree with those who
have expressed support for
the 72 odd km JICA funded
road project. This entire
stretch is not a four-lane
highway as mentioned by
someone. The four-laning is
only for the stretch between
Umshyrpi Bridge to 7th mile
Upper Shillong. The rest of
the distance is a two-laned
highway. Many from the
Government and even ordi-
nary citizens have supported
the road project; only a few
individuals are against it for
trifle reasons that are uncon-
vincing.

Yours etc...

Philip Marwein,
Editor, Youth Today.
Shillong

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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SC makes
another decisive
Intervention

By K Raveendran

The Supreme Court has
once again taken a proactive
step to bring succour to the
disadvantaged people by
declaring that the dependents
of those who lost their lives
due to Covid pandemic are
entitled to receive compensa-
tion from the governmentjust
like victims of other natural
calamities.

The court has directed the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority to work out
guidelines within the next
six weeks for payment of

‘shall’in the section 12 ofthe
Disaster Management Act to
escape from the mandatory
nature of the provision. But
the court stood its ground
and rejected the government’s.
contentions.

We have seen how the
Supreme Court in recent
times has brought in a para-
digm shift in its approach
towards larger issues facing
people, especially when the
government responsible for
ameliorating those condi-
tions was running away from

We have seen how the Supreme Court in recent
times has brought in aparadigm shift in its
approach towards larger issuesfacing people,
especially when the government responsible
for ameliorating those conditions was running
awayfrom its responsibilities.

ex-gratia relief to the victim
families.

In passing a landmark
verdict, the Supreme Court
bench, constituted by Jus-
tices Ashok Bhushan and M
R Shah, rejected the Union
government’s Contentionthat
Covid was not a natural di-
saster ofthe type of one-time

events such as earthquakes
or floods and, therefore, the
provisions of the Disaster
Management Act. The court
also refused to accept the
governmentargumentthatthe
financial burden ofsuchrelief
would be beyond the capacity
ofthe governmentto bear, but
stopped short ofrecommend-
ing any specific figure.

The latestjudgment comes
after a series of decisive inter-
ventions by the apex court to
bring an insensitive admin-
istration to line and address
the serious issues of Covid

its responsibilities. There
have been landmark rulings
to bring relief to migrant
workers, who received a raw
deal at the hands of an in-
sensitive government, which
even refused to accept the
existence of such a massive
problem. It was only due to
the intervention of the Su-

preme Court that the central
and state governments were
forced to provide reliefto the
suffering ‘reverse’ migrants,
thousands of whom perished
while undertaking the long
march towards an uncertain
and insecure future.

The court’s bold moves
came even at the risk of be-
ing criticised for over-reach,
inviting the wrath of the so-
called constitutional puritans,
who couldnotreconciletothe
idea ofthe court crossing the
contours oflegislative and ex-
ecutive powers. But the court

The court$ bold moves came even at the risk
ofbeing criticisedfor over-reach, inviting the
wrath ofthe so-called constitutional
puritans, who could not reconcile to the idea
ofthe court crossing the contours of
legislative and executive powers.

management, particularly, the
right ofall people to get vac-
cinated against the dreaded
pandemic, the supply of oxy-
gen and medical equipment
etc., when the Modi govern-
ment preferred to look the
other way, although Covid
patients were dropping dead
on the middle of the road as
they struggled to breath.

The government argued
that there is no precedent of
giving ex- gratia for an ongo-
ing disease or for any disaster
event of long duration, ex-
tending for several months or
years, and granting ex-gratia
for one disease, while denying
the same for those accounting
for larger share of mortality,
would not be fair and would
create unfairness and invidi-
ous discrimination.

But there was clear di-
chotomy in the government
stand. The government was
seeking selective application
of the Disaster Management
Actinusingthe lawto impose
restrictions in movement and
other curbs on the people, but
refusing to honour the provi-
sions of the same law when
it came to providing reliefto
the affected families. In fact,
there have been hair-splitting
arguments about the use of

took up the challenge and
came out with flying colours,
intervening effectively when
without such intervention
there would be no delivery of
justice and fairness.

The change of approach
was all the more remark-
able, as this was followed
by a phase during which
the highest court of the land
was criticised by conscien-
tious people, including retired
judges and legal luminar-
ies, for maintaining stud-
ied silence and indifference
to pressing problems faced
by the people, particularly
in the wake of the national
lockdown to deal with the
outbreak of Covid pandemic.
But then on, the court took
the form of a new avatar that
sympathised with the subjects
rather than the rulers.

The court also took to the
suo moto route to take up
many of these causes, lead-
ing to the pronouncement of
landmark decisions. Even as
this raised eyebrows in terms
of procedural implications,
it has strengthened people’s
faith and confidence in the
judiciary as the dispenser of
justice and fairness against
all odds. (IPA Service)
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“Most doctors are prisoners oftheir education
and shackled by their profession. ”

— Richard Diaz
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Of patient-doctor relationship
THE nation has just observed Doctors’ Day
on July 1. Perhaps many are not aware that
this day commemorates a great physician and
institution builder, Dr BC Roy whose birth and
death occurred on the same date 80 years apart.
Dr BC Roy was Chief Minister of West Bengal
between 1948 to 1962. He played a stellar role
in establishing medical institutions like Jadavpur
TB Hospital, Victoria Institution (college), Chit-
taranjan Cancer Hospital and the Chittaranjan
Seva Sadan for women and children. He was
referred to as the first medical consultant in
the Indian sub-continent. The British Medical
Journal credits Dr Roy ofbeing more successful
and dedicated than his contemporaries in several
fields. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna, on

February 4, 1961.

The placing of the words patient-doctor and
not doctor-patient in this editorial is calculated.
For a doctor, the patient is the most important
person, just as for the teacher, the student is
more important than the subject. Patients visit a
doctor with the hope of being healed. The least
they ask is to be treated with respect and dignity,
irrespective of their economic status. A patient
desires that the doctor listen with patience be-
fore writing a prescription. After all, about 90%
of a patient’s complaints are psychosomatic,
meaning it’s more psychological than physi-
cal, hence the need to use Behavioral Science
as a starting point to understand why a patient
behaves a certain way and to then understand
what the underlying causes of the patient’s ail-

ments are.

Behavioural Science is related to human
behaviour. In the past 70 years, scientists have
developed and reframed anumber oftheories to
explain the diverse patterns ofhuman behavior,
in different contexts and scenarios. Some of
these theories can be combined and applied
to daily clinical practice. Many a patient has
walked out of the doctor’s clinic with a smile
and feel they have experienced a healing touch.
Others are not so fortunate. They encounter
doctor behaviour that is downright rude or lack-
ing empathy. Such patients leave the hospital/
clinic with low self esteem and would not wish
to return to the same doctor. At the root of this
misunderstanding is the doctor’s inability to
communicate in lay person’s language and of
the patient to explain herselfZhimselfclearly. It is
possible that a doctor’s behaviour is affected be-
cause of family or professional problems. After
all, they too are humans. And lest we forget they
might be under stress and need counseling and
a listening ear. Since March 2020, doctors have
been on a 24x7 treadmill and overly burdened
by the pandemic. They deserve public applause

and gratitude.

Letters to the Editor

Creation of
districts a
populist move

Editor,

The Shillong Times June
29, 2021 headline ‘Gouvt,
announces Mairang as new
district’ reminds me of a
chance encounter with late
Mr LG.Shullai sometime
in 1992 when on my way
to Polo Ground to witness a
football match. He had just
come out from the residence
of Mr DD Lapang who was
then the Chief Minister. He
told me he went specially to
request Mr Lapang not to
name the new district as Ri
Bhoi District but as Nong-
poh District. He confessed
that he was concerned about
the air of division hovering
among the Khasi-Jaintia
people at that point of time
which could percolate down
to the church, the united KJP
Synod then. He argued that
the British used to name
the district with the name

of the district headquarter
like Nowgong, Dibrugarh,
Tezpur etc. Fortunately or
unfortunately the name Ri
Bhoi was chosen and history
confirmed what Mr Shullai
foresaw. The Ri Bhoi Synod
was sown into existence
much to the discomfort and
reluctance of the parent KJP
Synod whichwe reap till this
day the overlapping ofareas
ofjurisdication.

On the naming of dis-
tricts one is confused with
the present naming based
on the 8 compass cardi-
nal points of North, South,
East, West, NE,SE,SW, NW
etc One may wonder what
name Mairang district will
be giVen considering it is
in West Khasi Hills. Next
will be Sohra (SEKH?).The
original naming of districts
by the white rulers seems
more practical. The trend to
create more districts seems
to be more ornamental than
pragmatic. Considering our
limited resources we wish
our legislators would debate
on the efficacy of creating
new districts and ofbuilding

“Violence against doctors
is nothing but a superficial
sign ofdeeper, systemicfail-
ure"

At the time when the
whole world is gripped by
a deadly pandemic and the
entire medical fraternity in
India is struggling with the
second wave, we hear of
heinous acts of violence
against doctors.  Violence
against doctors is not unique
to India and it is reported
from both developing and
developed countries. But, the
unique and disturbing part is
the frequency and severity
of attacks which sometimes
have fatal outcomes. Unique
is the brutality and inhuman
behaviour which is not seen
elsewhere in the world. In a
recent survey by IMA more
than halfofthe doctors in this
country reported stress due to
fear of violence and around
two thirds admitted to having
faced some sortofviolencein
their practice.

I cho.ose to write this ar-
ticle at a time when IMA is
planning nationwide protests
against these attacks. Does
the treatment of a symptom
cure the disease! Is it ok to
bring down the fever caused
by malaria with paracetamol
without prescribing anti-
malarial medicines? Would
wearing black bands around
the arms bring down the in-
cidences of violence against

doctors? Is it enough to de-.

mand higher security in hos-
pitals? The point is, violence
againstdoctors isa social evil
and we need to learn the root
causes for itbefore we planto
cure it. So let us explore the
causes which are responsible
for violence against health
professionals in our country.
Why we have reached such a
stage where national protests
are needed to protect doc-
tors? Why is the human form
of god on earth in so much
danger in ourcountry?

The proximate cause: Read-
ers would agree, that when-
ever a complication or death
happens, the firstthing which
comes tomind ofpeople (not
all!) isthat the doctor must be
negligent or must have done
given some wrong treatment.
Why so? It’s because of lack
oftrust. The reasons may be
many but we as citizens lack
trust in our own medical sys-
tem and healthcare delivery.
Whenever the patient party
decides to take the law in
their own hands it’s because
they feel cheated, dissatis-
fied and have a belief that
something was left out. | am
not justifying the act by any
stretch of imagination but
trying to reason with facts.
If we look at the profile
of these incidences, there
are few things which are
common to all. Small or pe-
ripherally located hospitals,
poorly staffed, young doctors
on duty, very sick patients
or a small child and a mob
with instigators. In India,
perpetrators of violence are
mainly patient’s relatives,
unknown sympathizers and
criminal offenders.There is a
pre-set milieu in the society

up community assets like

roads, hospitals, technical

schools etc. which will ben-
efit more people.

Yours etc

Torist Mark,

Via email

Pragmatic
solutions for
educational

outcomes

Editor,

The personal views and
suggestions given by Mr
TFL Mawlong (ST July 1,
2021) are highly thought
provoking. The policy mak-
ers and process designers
will do a great favour to the
State of Meghalaya and for
that matter, all the present
day institutions imparting
education and knowledge
to the learners, if they are
sincerely be guided by these
views and suggestions. The
service providers that are
the products of rote leam-

Violence against doctors

Treating the symptom
or the disease ?

Dr Amit Malviya & Jurysha Nongdhar

and sometimes with just the
wrong situations it precipi-
tates the ugly incidents. In
the following paragraphs |
discuss how these common
factors are related to violence
against doctors.
The root causes:
Policy matters

First and foremost causes

of dissatisfaction among the

doctors, absence of a conge-
nial environment, multiple
visits, sharing beds and poor
hygiene and sanitation lead
to anxiety and discontent
amongst patients. In India
the cost of health care has
risen tremendously (and Me-
ghalaya is no exception) but
peculiarly due to low literacy
rates people expect better

In India the cost ofhealth care has risen
tremendously (and Meghalaya is no exception)
butpeculiarly due to low literacy rates people

expect better outcomes, thinking thatpaying
more money would save one's life.

community delivering health-
care in our country are the
factors related to health poli-
cies, which over a period of
time have resulted in overtly
stressed health system, poor
quality of healthcare and
less equipped healthcare
infrastructure. India spends
around 3% of GDP on health
which isvery less, evenwhen
compared to other develop-
ing countries. More over
healthcare delivery in India
is uneven and only one-third

ofhealthcare delivery is done
by the government, the rest
70% is by private healthcare
setups and dominant among
those are small private hospi-
tals with limited capabilities
of treating sick patients. In
India, there are 0.7 govt beds
per 1000 population so ma-
jority of the patients have to
seek care in private set-ups.
The negative image of doc-
tors and the role played by
media, poor socio-economic

outcomes, thinking that pay-
ing more money would save
one’s life. Poor knowledge
towards healthcare can also
affect the perception of the
community. There is a hidden
and unspoken impression of
profiteering by the doctors
which has crippled the pro-
fession as well as doctors and
this along with sensational
media coverage of such in-
cidences has led to a com-
mon belief that all doctors
overcharge and all of them
are inherently negligent. A

person with a grievance does
not trust the mechanisms of
redressal provided by law.
There is a perception in so-
ciety that doctors being well
connected will get away and
hence there is a tendency
to take the law into their
own hands by resorting to
violence. Another important
social factor is the primal fi-
nancial mindset and planning
attitudes of majority ofpopu-
lation in India. People still do

Aperson with a grievance does not trust the
mechanisms ofredressalprovided by law.
There is aperception in society that doctors
being well connected will get away and hence
there is a tendency to take the law into their
own hands by resorting to violence.

status of the patient and the
ever-rising cost of treatment
make the small medical es-
tablishments particularly
susceptible to violence and
aggression at the time ofbill-
ing or death ofpatient.

Social factor: Secondly,
the conditions faced by pa-
tients attending hospitals for
seeking treatment are quiet
challenging. Overcrowding,
long waiting time to meet

ing mostly go for stereotype
solutions; they do not go out
ofthe way to look for better
solutions. Of course, they
are hardly encouraged to
think differently. It is high
time to reform the system
of education so as to have
more sensitive and efficient
administrators and workers.
Yours etc.,

B C Biswas,

Via email

Ignoble
behaviour of
Dean

Editor,

On June 25, last an FIR
was filed in the Women’s
Police Station, Tura, against
the present Dean of the Col-
lege of Community Science
(formerly Home Science),
Central Agricultural Uni-
versity, Tura, for exploit-
ing two female employees
by making them do forced
domestic work and body
massage. As ex-students of

not have health budgets or
health insurance cover and
any excessive expenditure
incurred for health reasons
leads to deep resentment. In
private hospitals, the whole
expenditure is often wrongly
attributed to doctors’ fees.
This unfairly leads to wide-
spread antipathy in the minds
ofpatients andtheir relatives,
and in case ofuntoward out-
comes oftreatment, it finally

the college, we condemn
the incident and we stand in
solidarity with the victims.
We demand from the police
and the Government to take
strict action against this pres-
ent Dean, who even during
our student days, was preju-
diced particularly against the
students and staffofthe local
community.

We are not surprised that
this issue has come out inthe
open because the Dean lacks
basic manners and etiquette.
When we were studying
in the college we noticed
that during class hours with
students who opted for her
subject as an elective course,
she would sit with her legs
raised on top of her table.
We also witnessed some
staff members massaging
her legs inside her office
chamber during office hours.
Many times they also gave
her pedicures. So judging
from her past behavior, the
accusations that she forced
a female security guard to
massage her body including
her private parts is probably
true. But what surprises us is

culminates inviolence against
health-care providers.
Communication Gap: The
third factor is lack of com-
munication between the doc-
tor and patient or attendants.
Due to reasons such as being
overworked, lack of time to
explain matters, patient load
etc., whatever little prognos-
tication happens ends up in
being ineffective. Because of
this lack of rapport between
doctors and patients/atten-
dants and the communica-
tion gap in understanding
all aspects of the illness and
treatment including chances
of complications, if anything
untoward happens there is a
sense that the doctor failed in
his/her duty thereby leading
to violence. Being a doctor
and from the perspective of
the medical fraternity | can
assure one thing; no doctor
ever wants to hurt his patient
or to lose a patient. This is
not only on moral and ethical
grounds but professionally as
well, after all it’s their liveli-
hood.
The instigators

Fourthly, the political mi-
lieu of a particular place is
,a determinant in inflaming
violence in the hospitals. Lo-
cal strong men or politicians
incite the crowd, either as a
display of their power or to
score brownie points amongst
communities, on issues as
sensitive as death of a loved
one. Lack of health care in-
frastructure at the small PHCs
raises serious issues. Patients
needing critical care cannot
be treated at such health
centres which lack the basic
facilities. Hence PHCs usu-
ally refer the patientto a CHC
or Civil Hospital and this ex-
poses the doctorto threats and
intimidation by the relatives
ofthe patient. Mob instigators
take advantage of such situa-
tions. | am not denying that
medical negligence does not
existbutit’svery rare and for
all practical purposes it does
not gain enough priority to be
in the list of root causes for
inciting violence.

Lack of deterrence

Finally, In addition to
above there are no strict laws
to punish the perpetrators of
such crimes and people take
matters in their own hands as
and when they feel that they
are cheated. There is need of
Stricter laws than the current
ones to deter people from
indulging in such acts.

Good medical care cannot
be achieved under conditions
offear, uncertainty, and suspi-
cion.We need to have manda-
tory organizational and policy
changes and stricter laws need
to be enforced in our country
along with widespread social
elimination of this method
of “instant justice “to ensure
safe work place for doctors
as well as for all health care
professionals. A spirited ef-
fort .from the government,
media, social organizations
and public at large is needed
to uprootthis social evil from
our country.

(Dr Amit Malviya, DM
Cardiology, NEIGRIHMS,
Shillong & Jurisha Nongdhar,
MPH)

the delay in suspending the
Dean. Why is CAU, Imphal
still supporting an accused
person? Why isn't she sus-
pended until the police in-
quiry is over? Their inaction
is different from the incident
of sexual exploitation in the
College of Post Graduate
Studies, Umiam in February
this year, where the Dean
was removed within two
days of the filing of an FIR
because of the involvement
of strong Khasi NGOs and
pressure groups.

We appeal to the NGOs
of Garo Hills to demand the
suspension of the accused
Dean, so that CAU, Imphal
can act with alacrity.

Yours etc.,

Francesca Sangma & other
Alumnae of College of
Community Science, Tura
Via email

Articles and letter's
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

CAA again: Another
central notification
violates constitution

. By Rashmi Singh

The doctrine ofcolourable
legislation, also known as a
fraud on the Constitution, is
based on the Latin maxim,
“Quando aliquid prohibetur
ex directo, prohibetur et per
obliqguum,” whichmeans you
cannot do indirectly whatyou
cannot do directly. The notifi-
cation issued by the Govern-
ment on 28th May, 2021, has
brought this doctrine to the
forefront for many.

It purports to be an in-
nocent executive order, but
this notification has wor-
ried those who had opposed
and protested against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), 2019 onthe ground of
religion-based classification.

To bring matters into per-
spective, people were protest-
ing against the CAA over the
main grievance that sections
2, 3, 5 and 6 provided for
citizenship to be granted
based on religionand region.
Both are arbitrary criteria,
that are not recognised by the
Constitution as conditions to
grant citizenship.

Torecap, here are the key
amendments in the CAA,
2019: .

»it allows any Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Chris-
tian migrant from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh or Pakistan,
who arrived in India on or'
before 31 December 2014 to
apply for Indian citizenship,
even if they arrived without
valid travel documents or
entered with a valid travel
document but stayed beyond
the permitted period.

»It grants migrants from
these three countries im-
munity against legal action
concerning their immigration
status.

»Indian citizenship from
“notlessthan elevenyears” to
“not less than five years” for
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain,
Parsi or Christian migrants
from Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan.

Therefore, two kinds of
classification are built into
the CAA. One, classification
based on religion by exclud-
ing Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsis and Christians
from the ambit of illegal mi-
grants; and two, classification
based on countiy, by restrict-
ing the benefit to persecuted
religious minorities only from
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

The Constitution of India
expressly bars discrimination
based on religion. It has been
settled by the Supreme Court
through a catenaofjudgments
that secularism is a basic fea-
ture ofthe Constitution. After
the 42nd Amendment to the
Constitution, no doubts were
left as to the fact that India is
a secular country.

The 42nd Amendment
introduced a declarationin the
Preamble that India is secular,
which is to say, the Govern-
ment of India shall have an
equal, neutral and objective
approach to all religions and
shall belong to no religion
whatsoever.

Landmark judgements of
the apex court have laid the
foundation of secularism. In
Kesavananda Bharati v State
ofKerala, the Supreme Court
categorically held that the
state “shall not discriminate
against any citizen on the
ground ofreligion only.”

It is now apposite to deal
with the notification dated
28 May 2021, through which
the Centre has delegated to
the Collector or Secretary
the power it exercises un-
der sections 5 and 6 of the
Citizenship Act, 1955. These
sections deal with registration
as a citizen of India and grant
ofcertificate ofnaturalisation,
respectively.

Thepowerto grant citizen-
ship is applicable in the case
of any person who belongs
to the minority community
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan, namely, Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians.

The notification further
provides that after examin-
ing the application and being
satisfied with the “suitability
of the applicant” - they will
be granted citizenship by
registration or naturalisation,
by issuing a certificate.

The benefit ofthe notifica-
tion has been made available
to concerned persons residing
in: (i) Morbi, Rajkot, Patan
and Vadodara in Gujarat;
(ii) Durg and Balodabazar
in Chhattisgarh; (iii) Jalore,
Udaipur, Pali, Barmer and
Sirohi in Rajasthan; (iv)
Faridabad in Haryana; and

(v) Jalandhar in Punjab.

A similar notification
was issued by the central
government on 23 October
2018, wherein the powers
under sections 5 and 6 of
the Citizenship Act, 1955,
were delegated to the Col-
lector or Secretary to grant
citizenship to Hindus, Jains,
Sikhs, Parsis, Buddhists and
Christians, and exclude the
Muslim community.

There are three problems
with the notifications. -

One, the Citizenship Act,
1955 does not recognise re-
ligion or region-based clas-
sification. Thenotifieationhas
been issued by the govern-
ment under the Citizenship
Act, 1955. It is settled law
that any notification, by-law,
ororder issued by the govern-
ment, in the exercise of its
power under a statute has to
necessarily further the object
and purpose ofthe statute.

mThe notification, being a
delegated legislation, can be
challenged if it violates the
Constitution or the enabling
Act or if it is made in bad
faith. Allthree scenarios seem
to apply to the May notifica-
tion because nowhere in the
scheme of the Citizenship
Act, 1955, can one find the
religion or region-based clas-
sification that the notification
seeks to achieve.

The CAA, 2019, however,
intends to achieve precisely
this, i.e., grant citizenship to
people of six particular reli-
gions from three countries. In
simple terms, the notification
is not aligned with the object
ofthe Citizenship Act, 1955,
as has been purported.

A perusal of the notifi-
cations clearly shows they
seek to provide the benefit
of online application for citi-
zenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan.
However, no reason what-
soever is provided for the
express exclusionofMuslims
from what is purportedly a
mere delegation of pga'er
by the central government to
local authorities.

It is crucial to remember
that the government is bound
hy the Constitution to refrain
from arbitrary and unreason-
able classification, even in its
executive orders.

Much has been said about
the unconstitutionality ofthe
CAA, 2019. Writ petitions
challenging its validity are
still pending before the Su-
preme Court. The primary
contention in them is that
the CAAVviolates Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution,
as it grants citizenship based
on region and religion and
has completely excluded the
Muslim community.

Ifthe government, through
this innocent-looking noti-
fication, proceeds to grant
citizenship to persons from
certain religions while ex-
cluding others, it is in a way
accomplishing precisely what
it intended to accomplish
through the CAA. Once this
benefit is unleashed upon
thousands of people in this
unconstitutional manner, the
same would become irrevers-
ible and render the pending
matters futile.

The consequences of the
May notification shouldworry
us, particularly when petitions
challenging the CAA, 2019,
are pending. The notification
is patently unconstitutional as
it violates Articles 14 and 21
ofthe Constitution directly by
unreasonably and arbitrarily
excluding Muslims.

It also goes against the
spirit ofthe Constitution. The
government is duty-bound by
the Constitution to not dis-
criminate based on religion
Hie patent unfairness in the
present notificationmust nec-
essarily result in it failing the
test of constitutionality. And
where subordinate legislation
violates the Constitution, it
must be set aside.

The sole, arbitrary and
mala fide aim sought to be
achieved through such notifi-
cations is to provide a haven
to all minorities to the express
exclusion of Muslims. In
other words, the only criteria
that need to be fulfilled by
a member belonging to a
minority, to benefit from the
so-called haven the govern-
ment is providing, is to not
be Muslim. This logic is in
itselfdeeply perverse and dis-
criminatory and can go to the.
extent of causing communal
disharmony. (IPA Service}



TheWonder Grass

Single-use plastic is one of the biggest headaches for environmentalists as they take
decades to disintegrate and meanwhile pollute the earth. Sustainable bamboo
fibre products created by Bio Graft Innovation, a start-up, help reduce

the use of this plastic, reports Jason Chiang

ne million plastic drinking

bottles are purchased every

minute, while five trillion

single-use plastic bags are used
worldwide every year, according
to the United Nations Environment
Programme. Additionally, half of
all plastic produced is designed to
be used only once. This prolifera-
tion of single-use plastic, which
contributes to greenhouse gas
emissions at every stage of its life
cycle, is a significant threat to the
Earth’s climate.

“Emissions from plastic emerge
not only from the production and
manufacture of plastic itself, but
from every stage in the plastic life
cycle — from the extraction and
transport of the fossil fuels that are
the primary feedstocks for plastic,
to refining and manufacturing, to
waste management, to the plastic
that enters the environment,” says
the *“Plastic and Climate: The
Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet”
report by the Washington, D.C.-
based Center for International
Environmental Law.

Bio Craft Innovation has pio-
neered a potential solution for this
crisis: sustainable products made
from bamboo. Since 2019, Bio
Craft Innovation has experimented
with bamboo fibre as a possible
alternative to plastic.

After converting bamboo and
other agricultural waste to pulp,
some ingredients are added to give
the material strength and durabil-
ity. The result is a proprietary
bamboo-based granule that the
company has worked to convert
into textiles and non-woven fibres,
which Bio Craft Innovation calls

(Left) Crockery sets madde of bamboo. (Above) Bamboo cutlery.

IBANSS granules.

“Our IBANSS granules are
made from cellulose derived, from
non-wood-based sources like agri-
cultural waste and bamboo,” says
Anubhav Mittal, Bio Craft Innova-
tion’s founder and chief executive
officer. “We pick up agricultural
waste, post-harvest, and convert it
into cellulose fibres. These fibres
are then converted into thermo-
plastic granules using starch and
additives, which can be processed
on standard plastic machines, like
injection moulding or film blowing
machines.”

Bio Craft Innovation was part
of the Nexus Start-up Hub at
American Center, New Delhi.
Nexus, a collaboration between
U.S. Embassy New Delhi and the
non-profit organisation Alliance
for Commercialization and Innova-
tion Research, serves as a hub to
promote Indian start-ups and the
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

India has extensive forest bio-
mass resources and abundance of
bamboo plantations in its North
Eastern states. There are 136 types
of bamboo cultivated on more than
15 million hectares throughout the

country. One of Bio Craft Innova-
tion’s objectives is to leverage the
abundance of bamboo- in these ar-
eas, while also helping the regional
communities prosper.

“We have plans to procure our
raw material from farmers directly,
at above-market prices. We also en-
gage rural youth and women in this
process to train them and generate
local livelihood.,” says Mittal.

With its breakthrough IBANSS
bamboo granules, Bio Craft In-
novation has launched its first
eco-friendly collection of organic
bamboo products under the brand

name Biomize. The collection,
which includes plates, bowls, con-
tainers and cutlery, is completely
biodegradable at the end of its life
cycle and can be used to make
compost without any expensive re-
cycling process. Prices range'from
Rs. 345 for a tikka platter set to Rs.
2290 for a full dinner set.

As the COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted supply chains, Mittal’s
team has responded by emphasis-
ing self-reliance and strategically
utilising local resources. With the
increase in global demand for plas-
tic textiles to make medical protec-

tion items, Bio Craft Innovation
saw an opportunity in developing
biopolymer-based textiles with
IBANSS bamboo granules.

Mittal says his company will
launch face masks certified for 95
percent and 99 percent protection,
made entirely from biopolymers.
Additionally, the team is also de-
veloping bamboo charcoal-based
filters for face masks for anti-
bacterial protection.

Looking to the future, there
are many exciting projects on the
horizon for Bio Craft Innovation.
Mittal’s team is setting up a pilot

project in Uttarakhand, with the
assistance of India’s National Bam-
boo Mission.

The company is developing a
micro-entrepreneurship, model
to enable local communities to
produce compostable polybags,
dustbin liners and planter bags.
“The pandemic has made us evolve
to changing market dynamics and
innovate to offer new products that
are in demand,” says Mittal.

“For villages in the Himalayas,
this will be a source of livelihood
mand reduce plastic waste in the
mountains.” (SPAN-TWF)

By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe

ndia is renowned for its diversity as it is home to
not only a mix of cultures and cuisine, but also

varied landscapes. While the country houses a

wolves, hyenas, and chinkaras. In addition, Jawai is
a well-known winter haven for migrating birds.

ZIRO VALLEY, ARUNACHAL PRADESH
While rolling over Scotland's lush green pastures

plethora of well-known tourist attractions, it alsmay appear to be a distant ttavel goal on your bucket

has a myriad of such lesser-known jewels that make
even the most intrepid traveller swoon in awe struck
delight.

With travel restrictions easing and Covid cases
consistently dropping across the country, domestic
travel is booming. In fact, visiting smaller, unknown
destinations, far from the city, away from the crowds
and stress helps to satiate your travel appetite. ,

Avoid the crowd with EaseMyTrip.com shares list
of India's most enchanting and lesser-known destina-
tions:

JAWAI, RAJASTHAN

A hidden gem in India for tranquillity seekers is
Jawai, named after the river with mesmerising views.
The experience offers a one-of-a-kind opportunity to
engage with nature and wildlife. The granite land-
scape and highlands that surround Jawai are a sight
to behold. As leopards dwell wild and free, Jawai
symbolizes human-nature coexistence. The leopard
safari is one of its kind in this wildlife haven, the
city is home to wild animals, including nilgai, bears,

list, you can get all of this in India for half the price
and twice the joy. With abundant reserves of untapped
natural beauty, Ziro is a modest picturesque town,
nestled away in the enchanting mounta,in-scape of Ar-
unachal Pradesh. In addition to its unrivalled scenery
and wildlife splendour, the tranquil town is known
for its distinctive Apatani tribe. Verdant greenery and
breathtaking paddy fields, a fascinating tribal culture
unlike any other, and a pleasant weather all year round
makes it a must-visit travel destination. Since the past
few years, there has been a growth in airline routes to
the region resulting in swifter travelling options.

MORACHI CHINCHOLI, MAHARASHTRA

Located 50 km away from Pune, this quaint village
is the unofficial peacock sanctuary of Maharashtra. As
the name suggests, Morachi Chincholi is a village of
tamarind trees and dancing peacocks. Legend has it
that the tamarind trees were planted during the Peshwa
dynasty, which attracted peacocks to the village. A
visit to this picturesque village will provide travellers
aunique Maharashtrian village life experience as the

Ziro Valley

villagers here offer visitors a bullock cart ride to the
farm and help them get a practical experience of ir-
rigation and farming life. One can also enjoy a simple
meal of organic vegetables against the backdrop of
lustrous ruby-green farms and dancing peacocks,
which is a perfect escape into tranquillity.

VARKALA, KERALA

Varkala, located in the southern part of Kerala,
is known for its calm ambience and vibrant, serene
beaches. The red sandstone cliffs and lush greenery
around is a sight to behold. The coastal area is home
to a black sand beach which is a hidden gem within
the area. It is also a hub for the adventure enthusiasts
as it is known for its water sports and adventure ac-
tivities such as paragliding, rafting and parasailing.
The -destination is home to several fisheries, fresh-
water springs, hills and forts. Apart from holding
the charms of a quiet beach, the coastal area is also
home to pilgrimage sites such as the 2000-year-old
Janardhana Swamy Temple and the Sivagiri Mutt,
which can be spiritually rewarding as you travel to

explore the unexplored.

CHAUKORI, UTTARAKHAND

With majestic Himalayan peaks and verdant woods
surrounding it, Chaukori is a lesser-known hamlet
with jaw-dropping splendour. It is one of India's
finest and most distinctive hill stations, with breath-
taking views of Nanda Devi, the Panchachuli peaks,
and Nanda Kot. It is noted for its numerous Hindu
temples, picturesque scenery, and tranquil ambience,
and should be in the travel wishlist for a peaceful
getaway. In Chaukori, one may engage in leisurely
walks and high-intensity treks, both of which’provide
a magnificent perspective of the landscape.

Right from the scenic hill stations to gorgeous
beaches to peaceful getaways among nature and cul-
ture, there is an interesting melange of landscapes
across the country which are perfect alternatives for
curious travellers looking for something different
from the hustle and bustle of big, crowded cities.
While travel resumes in the country, it is important to
ensure that safety remains paramount. (IANSlife)
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History and Legacy:
The House of Scindias

By Vishnu Makhijani

hat exactly is the extent
of the wealth amassed
by the Scindias, the erst-

these disputes have been dragging
on for over thirty years among the
former royals ofthe erstwhile Gwa-
lior state, Jyotiraditya Scindia and
his three aunts, amid speculation

while ruling family of Gwmdian? legal battle may be settled

How was it generated and how is
it to be distributed among its four
claimants?

Other questions are perhaps best
hidden away or kept out of sight for
diplomatic reasons — such as the
Gwalior monarchs' controversial
role during the events of 1857, the
alleged and under-probed role of
the palace in the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi (enunciated by
Tushar Gandhi in a magazine in-
terview in May 2019), and Rajmata
Vijaya Raje Scindia's excessive
dependence on her 'Rasputin' that
led to a bitter split from her son
Madhavrao Scindia.

These are some of the questions
raised in political analyst, colum-
nist, author and journalist Rasheed
Kidwai's biography, "The House
of Scindias "A Saga of Politics,
Power and Intrigue” (Roli Books),
that provides a wealth of informa-
tion on the family from the turn of
the century and is sure to rekindle
interest in a clan that has seen a
member serve in parliament or a
state assembly for over 60 years.

"The history of the Scindias is
best told through their lawsuits
over property,” Kidwai writes, and
poses the question: "How about
a 400-billion-rupee property dis-
pute? Or is the figure higher?"

"The answer is no, if one goes
by the affidavits the Scindias have
filed for parliamentary and assem-
bly elections from 1957 (when the
Rajmata first entered the fray) till
date. Their wealth appears to be
far .less than popular perceptions
about what is being fought over
in protracted legal battles across
the country. According to some
estimates — it is impossible to ar-
rive at a definitive figure —*these
disputes are over properties worth
around Rs 40,000 crore. Some of

By PL Ajai Bhambi

out of court,"” Kidwai writes.

"Neither side has denied or
confirmed anything related to their
legal battles, let alone reveal any
details," he adds.

The roots ofthe dispute lie in the
fact that when Jyotiraditya's grand-
father, Jiwajirao Scindia, the erst-
while Maharaja of Gwalior, died in
1961, he had not left instructions
about.how his immovable and mov-
able properties were to be divided
among his descendants.

"The properties were initially
divided equally between his widow,
Vijaya Raje and his only son,
Madhavrao, after she filed a suit
in the Bombay High Court, back in
1984. Mother and son both had 50
per cent share in the large number
of immovable properties spread
across India.

"In his case, Jyotiraditya had
invoked the Scindia custom of

‘Star - Gazing

primogeniture,” Kidwai writes.
He claimed that the provisions
of the Hindu Succession Act that
normally divide property equally
among the descendants do not ap-
ply to the princely line as these
were excluded by Section 5 (2) of
the Act relating to the inheritance
of a family. His aunts, Usha Raje
(settled in Nepal), Vasundhara and
Y ashodhara contested the claim,
citing their mother's will
of September 20, 1985.
Sardar Sambhajirao
Rao Angre, "a master of
intrigue and former pri-
vate secretary to Vijaya
Raje, who had a fac-
tious relationship with
Madhavrao" stepped in,
Kidwai writes,, "to ex-
plain that the custom of
the firstborn enjoying
‘jyeshtbadhikar' (primo-
geniture) ceuld not be
established beyond doubt
as almost everyone who
had ascended the throne
of Gwalior before Jyoti-
raditya's great-grandfa-
ther, Madhav Mabharaj,
did had been adopted.
That was how the Scin-
dia's had managed to
avoid the Doctrine of
Lapse that eventually led
to the 1857 rebellion by the Rani
of Jhansi, Lakshmibai".

Then, immediately after Vijaya
Raje's death in 2001, Angre pro-
duced her handwritten will drafted
in 1985 that had disinherited her
son and grandson while bequeath-
ing two-third of the assets to her

daughters and one-third to a charity.

through a trust that would, in turn,
cover the 15 trusts she had formed
in 1975, just before the Emergency,
to manage the properties.

"While the legal feasibility of ail
umbrella trust is questionable, this
will is being examined in a probate
case by Delhi High Court and is
currently in the stage of evidence,"
Kidwai writes.
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Moon sextHe Venus on your solar return chart and it will gjye excellent results.
You will have monetary gains but need to keep your expenses under control. You
win also be offered a good job from a reputed organization. Those appearing for
competitive exams will be getting success. Do not sign any legal document
without reading It You need not trust unknown persons in the matters of finances,
money etc. You will also fall in love with a very special person, marriage is
indicated. You will also bring change in your life style for good. The solution to the
win/legacy dispute between family members that had been going for some time

will favor you.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

It Is an exceptional week from aU angles. You will get benefits
from many sources. You will be able to realize your dreams.-New.
job/business offers wili come. It Is a period in which you will
realize that you had found something from your hard woik or
even more than you were entitied to. Yeur financial position will
get;better. You will find many opportunities to display your good
qualities and strength of character. Your peers and bosses will
support you. You will get imaginative and creative in your job.
Your love life is going to be wonderful. You will understand the
thoughts of your partner and will have amazing bonding. It could
turn out to be a life time experience.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

Your views will get lot of acceptance and your family will respect
you veiy much. You will become a rote model for others to follow.
Those who are in politics and media will enjoy unprecedented
success. Your supporters and well wishers will rise. Your finan-
clal part will be stronger. You will also develop contacts with
people living far away from you. Your business trips will prove
beneficial. You will also enhance your personality and will have
a desire to work inside you. You will also make successful efforts
to earn more. Your love life will be wonderful. Love mates wil
come closer to each other. You will be a great parent and
become part of your children's school, college or work field
meetings and issues. You should look after your health and
consult the doctor in time.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

You will be getting wonderful results this week. You will behave
well with others. You will also .support your family members,
social work, colleagues and subordinates. They will be im-
pressed by your behavior and attitude. Your monetary position
will keep getting better. You will get the pleasure of great wealth,
You will also make plans to buy a new property or vehicle. You
also need not trust others blindly and should protect your own
interests. There is also great possibility of meeting your wishes.
Your dreams will get fulfilled. You wH continue to enjoy happi-
ness and satisfaction. You will have a wonderful love life. Your
partner will support you fully. You will make progress in your
work and personal relationship. You will discharge your obliga-
tions and responsibilities well.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

It is going to be a good week. It Is ideal time for introspection and
thinking. You will perform a great deal of skill and understanding
and you will get the results that gives pleasure to you. Your
financial position will get better. Your colleagues will obey your
orders. New job/business opportunities will come to you. Your
children, family and relatives will be closer to you. Money inflow
will be veiy fast. You will have good bonding with your spouse/
partner. You wiH get the benefit of your professional contacts.
You wiH also plan to undertake renovation at your home. Some
new tasks will be planned.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

You are heading for success this week. New job/business offers
will come. You will have all the qualities to prove your work well.
Excellent results will come. Your financial conditions will get
better. Additional sources of income will be tapped. Love birds

(T
will have an amazing time. You will meet an important personality
too. You will work hard and will be busy working on your own.
m*) JJ  you wil not be scared of criticism, as you have to reach greater

heights in your life. You need not worry about your health. At the
end of the week, happiness, relaxation and comfort will be
found. From friends to life partner, there will be more openness
in your behavior. Your work efficiency will increase. You will also
feel good changes in yourself.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)

Xfer

It is going to be a mentally satisfying week. With the help of
friends you will complete your incomprehensible work. Friends
and family will be helpful to you. Your siblings will listen to your
views and give you the respect that you deserve. Even your

spouse/partner will remain loyal to you and keep inspiring you.
You will have a sense of satisfaction. There will be beneficial
opportunities, which wiH make you happy. You will also reeeive
a good news from somewhere. The work you were doing will be
completed. Success WUl be achieved in the desired works. You
will get support from your friends, Your boss will encourage you.
You will complete the work of your home and office with great
intensity.

Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)

You will be having good earning? this week. You will also be
interested in doiig new tasks. You will also do some new work
as per planning. You will receive awards for this too. You will also
make plans to buy property or vehicle. Your financial position is
quite satisfactory. Your investments too will give good results.
You will recover money given to some person. You will have
issues with your colleagues. So you need to keep your anger
under control. Matter may blow out of proportion. You will share
good relations with your partner and will spend some quality
time together. Your mood will remain good. And you will discuss
something important with your family membeis. You will continue
having good conversation with them.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
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Your Bee is turning for good. You will move foiward after making
a balance between your work life and family. You will also cany
your duty towards the society nicely. During this time you will also
make a courageous decision.' The conditions of your work will
not be so easy. You will work very hard and put in a lot of efforts
to expand a job. You will also be successful in it. Lovebiids wil
have a nice time. You can go to a romantic place for holidays.
Success will be in your reach in competition or contest. You will
be interested in your work and hobbies.

Sagittarius:) November 23 - December 23)

You will feel more energetic than usual. New job/business offer
will come. You will maintain a time table for your daily activities.
You will also feel mental peace. Troubles that had been woriy-
ing you for sometime will come to an end. Despite efforts by your
opponents they will not get success. The time is fruitful for you.
You will receive positive results. Your financial status will be
better Ihan before. Matters for property division will be solved
with the help of a third person. You will put your best efforts for the
achievements of your targets. You will have good time with your
spouse. You will also be interested in matters related to spiritu-
ality. Your noble needs will bring name and fame.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

You will make good progress in your work. Your potential and
capabilities will be highlighted In front of everyone. People will
be impressed by your skills. You could get promoted too. A feud
among brothers will get resolved with the help of a third person.
The loved ones will come closer. The brother, sister, spouse and
family members will pour emotion of love for each other. Your
romantic life is going to be good. You will meet old acquaintan-
ces, new friends and loved ones, and happiness will enter your
life. You will utilize your free time to improve yourself or in reading
literature. You can also be active or social media. The situation
in your family will be better. Due to your good nature and
kindness your opponents will become your friends.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

You will be welcomed with brilliant success in financial matters.
You will take strong and important decision in your business
whose effects and results will benefit you for a long time. You will
receive money that had been lent some time ago or some struck
money. Talk of marriage for unmarried people will be going on.
it will make you happy. The work for which you were excited for
a long time will get struck because of obstacles due to which you
will become upset. Maximum time will be spent in fun and enjoy-
ment. Students will wori( hard. Mutual relations between hus-
band and wife will remain cordial. You will have monetary gains.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

You will work very hard at your job and get satisfactory results.
You will have monetary gains. You will gain profit on your work.
In trying to expand your social contacts, you may have to spend
a lot. You will have gains in matteis related to land, property,
assets etc. You will be very diligent to achieve your targets. Your
financial struggle will get over. From financial point of view you
will be strong and stable. You will also receive good news from
somewhere. The talks for marriage will move further, for people
eligible for marriage. Your activities will continue in many fields.
You will feel better than before.

Vijaya Raje's solicitors in Mum-
bai had produced another will in
2001that excluded not only her
son and grandson but the charities
as well, leaving the entire block
of properties that was under her
control to her daughters. This will
is also being examined in aprobate
case, this time by the Bombay
High Court, and is in the evidence
state.

The two wills "are important
because of an agreement in 1971
when Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
Had scrapped the system of privy
purses. At that point, the Scindias
were getting Rs 25 lakh annually,
apart from incomes from various
trusts"”, Kidwai writes.

Immediately after that, the
Scindias had divided their assets
through a verbal agreement: the
immovable properties had gone to
the mother and the cash, shares and
debentures to the son. A Mumbai
court formalised this in 1975.

In his suit, Jyotiraditya chal-
lenged the verbal agreement of
1971 and the subsequent court di-
vision of 1975 between his grand-
mother and father.

In October 2017, Jyotiraditya
expressed a desire for an out-of-
court settlement and for this agreed
to the appointment of a commis-
sioner, who, however, died during
the process.

In June 2019, "the prospects of
a compromise suffered a setback
when the Bombay High Court re-
fused a request by Jyotiraditya to
strike off a fresh written statement
by his aunts, claiming that they had
retracted from their earlier stance
in the family's property dispute",
Kidwai writes.

"With Jyotiraditya joining the
BJP in March 2020, many in
Gwalior and Bhopal feel that the
growing cordiality among the
nephew and his aunts Vasundhara
and Yashodhara (Usha Raje doesn't
take any interest in the case) will
help resolve the property disputes,"”
Kidwai adds.

This, then is the lead-up to atale
that Kidwai relates in eight chap-
ters, beginning from "Scindias: A
Brief History" and weaving though
"The Rajmata of Gwalior", "Mad-
havrao Scindia: In Retrospection”,
"Vasundhara Raje Scindia: Prin-
cess in Public Life", "Yashodhara
Raje Scindia: Princess Crusader
of Many Causes", "Jyotiraditya
Scindia: The Ambitious Gwalior
Royal", "Next Generation: Royals
and their Political Future", and
"Various Shades of Fortune and the
Ugly Property Wars".

How will this saga end?

(SEVEN)

"Following an injunction from
the Supreme Court, no property can
be given to anyone in the Scindia
family till the primogeniture case
is settled.

"While the extent of the Scind-
ias' wealth defies speculation, (by
itself) the 1,240,771 sq ft Jai Vilas
Palace's opulent interiors may give
an idea. It leaves no doubt in our
minds of the vast fortune at stake
for the members of the erstwhile
royal family," Kidwai concludes.

Come to think of it, here's a
readymade scenario for an OTT
magnum opus. (IANS)

Careers with Cooperatives

By Ranjan K Baruah

he first Saturday of July is

I observed as International
Cooperatives Day around the
world. Being ademocratic process
and business with values, coop-
eratives have been able to bring
positive changes around the world.
We should be aware that more than
12% of humanity is part of any of
the 3 million cooperatives jn the

world and the largest 300 coop”.

eratives and mutuals report a total
turnover of 2,034.98 billion USD.
Cooperatives employ 280 million
people across the globe (10% of the
world’s employed population). The
earliest record of a co-operative
comes from Scotland on March 14
1761. In 1844 a group of 28 arti-
sans working in the cotton mills in
north of England established the
first modern co-operative business.
The Cooperative Movement in In-
dia was formally introduced with
the promulgation of Cooperative
Societies Act in 1904. .

Cooperatives are people-centred
enterprises owned, controlled and
run by and for their members to
realise their common economic,
social, and cultural needs and as-
pirations. It brings people together
in a democratic and equal way.
Cooperatives are found in the fields
of health, agriculture, production,
retail, finance, housing, employ-
ment, education, social services
and many other spheres. As various
spheres are included, it brings ca-
reer opportunities for the deserving
candidates.

We have to understand coop-
eratives if we wlant to make our
career in this field. Anyone may
start cooperatives but trained
and qualified people are always
needed to manage and adminis-
ter the system and process. This
brings career opportunities and
there are many institutions that
offer courses and special training
programme related to cooperative
management. Courses includes
Higher Diploma in Cooperative
Management (HDCM), Post gradu-
ation courses MBA and graduation
courses like BBA and other short
term and advance diploma and
certificate courses

National Council for Coopera-
tive Training is a registered autono-
mous society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 promoted

by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmer’s Welfare, Department of
Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare,
Government of India. The Council
is responsible for organizing, di-
recting, monitoring and evaluating
the arrangements for cooperative
training for the personnel working
in the cooperative sector in the
country. The main objective of the
Council is to organize need based
training programmes and facilitate
the process of human resource
development for cooperatives for
the country. It also envisages con-
ducting research in critical areas
of cooperative movement.

The Council has established its
own training structure comprising
of the VAMNICOM, Pune at Na-
tional Level, Five Regional Insti-
tutes of Cooperative Management
at Chandigarh, Bangalore, Kalyani,
Gandhinagar, Patna and 14 Insti-
tutes of Cooperative Management
located at Bhopal, Bhubaneswa,
Chennai, Dehradun, Guwahati,
Hyderabad, Imphal, Jaipur, Kan-
nur, Lucknow, Madurai, Nagpur,
Pune and Thiruvananthapuram.

The National Centre for Coop-
erative Education which was set
up in 1958 organises cooperative
education programmes for all
sections showing its wide reach..
While the Diploma Programme
in Cooperative Education and

Development provides general in-
puts, the Leadership Development
Programmes for the Chairmen/
Directors of cooperative movement
aims to sharpen the competence of
the leaders by imparting modern
management skills. Orientation
courses in cooperative management
for university/college lecturers
and faculty members of Junior
Cooperative Training Centres are
designed to provide them with the
latest knowledge in cooperatives.
Assam Rajiv Gandhi Univer-
sity of Cooperative Management
(ARGUCOM) is the first coop-
erative management university in
the country established under the
Assam Rajiv Gandhi University
of Cooperative Management Act,
2010. ARGUCOM s under the
recognition of UGC vide No. F.9-
21/2011 (CPP-I/PU) dated Feb 27,
2012. It has five Schools that func-
tion which includes — School of
Entrepreneurship and Management,
School of Innovation and Technol-
ogy, School of Public Policy and
Law, School of Culture and Media,
School of Ecology and Sustenance
offering both graduation and post
graduation level courses.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@ gmail. com)
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US exit from Afghanistan

WITH the departure of the Americans from its
Bagram Air Base from July 1, the final phase
of complete withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan has begun. The last of the US and
NATO soldiers would leave the landlocked
nation by September, leaving the troubled re-
gion virtually at the mercy of the Taliban. The
militant Islamic group that indulged in massive
bloodletting for three decades may now have
the last laugh and the fall ofthe Afghan govern-
ment led by President Ashraf Ghani in Kabul is
a strong possibility. Notably, Americans landed
there and toppled the Taliban regime soon after
the Al Qaeda attacks on WTC Twin Towers
and Pentagon 20 years ago, which changed the
course of global history and set the US firmly
against Islamic fundamentalists. The US mili-
tary presence helped usher in a minimal idea
of democracy there. India, a close Afghan ally
gave this process eminent backing. The first
such government led by Hamid Karzai could
not rein in the Taliban as also the warlords, and
they continued to call the shots over much of
the mountainous nation known for its poppy
cultivation and sway of drug cartels.

The withdrawal of a substantial part of the
US forces by then President George Bush Junior
within a matter of two years only complicated
matters. This was for reaching the US forces
to Irag to overthrow Saddam Hussein. Donald
Trump as president engaged in talks with the
Taliban and in 2020 signed a full withdrawal
plan for this year, which was later endorsed by
President Joe Biden. As the Taliban is split into
two strong groups, one drawing support from

Pakistan, how things will shape up there after
full withdrawal o fthe US-NATO troops is un-

clear. India has not formally entered into talks
with Taliban, but back channel discussions are
currently under way. India has major invest-
ments in the economic sphere in Afghanistan
by way of helping it emerge as a progressive
nation. It had also built and donated the Parlia-
ment House. Protecting Indian interests there
from militant offensives is by itselfa herculean
task. Pakistan, on the other hand, is working
hard to subdue India and get more involved in
Afghan affairs. President Ashraf Ghani who
took a stand favourable to Pakistan at the start
of his first term later effected a course correc-
tion/ It is important for India to re-strategize its
positioning vis-a-vis Taliban. Else, worse, the
Kashmiri militants could try and gain backing
from sections of the Afghan militants with en-
couragement from Pakistan.

AN Letters to the Editor

Unconvincing
riposte

Editor,

Apropos of the rejoin-
der issued by Amaresh
Chakraborty of Ramkrishna
LP/UP School, Umsohsun
(ST July 2, 2021) it appears
that Chakraborty instead of
addressing the issues high-
lighted in the letter dated
June 30, 2021 tried to hide
behind the gibberish of sta-
tistics and made an effort to
self certify the efficacy of
HIKAI App although this
writer never tried to evalu-
ate the merits/demerits of
the said App. This writer is
primarily concerned with the
plight ofthe students of this
particular school and high-
lighted the difficulties faced
by them in accessing the App
in the absence of requisite
wherewithal due to their
poor economic conditions.
Chakraborty has admitted
that no tab has been given to
the students of this particu-
lar school and at the same
time asserted that the school
authority is waiting for phi-
lanthropy from the general
public to provide the App to
poor students for their actual

benefit. This clearly proves
the ineptitude of the school
authority so far as provid-
ing tangible facilities to the
students is concerned. Does
mere availability ofan online
free portal in itselfbenefit the
students ifthey cannot access
and utilize it for their stud-
ies?, Had the students been
in aposition to have seamless
access to online portals, they
might not have to depend
on this particular App only
since there are many learning
apps available in the internet
designed by well known
professionals in the field of
education.

Mr Chakraborty, however,
conveniently sidestepped
the issue of his ascendency
(legitimate (?) or otherwise)
to the post ofHead Teacher in
the absence ofavalid and ap-
proved Managing Committee
ofthe school. Instead, he tried
to evaluate the performance
of other teachers without
having any moral or adminis-
trative authority to pass such
comments or judgment. He is
at the same time acting as the
complainant, prosecution and
jury that too with distorted
logic and statistics. | fully
agree that there is an urgent

the best In people

Months and years from
now, when the ordeal that
people are facing is over,
writers will start writing
about the year 2020 and
2021. The years no doubt
are the most happening years
in the history of the world.
When the trials and tribu-
lations are over, with the
benefit of hindsight, writers
will look back and put their
thoughts on papers. Some of
the write-ups will showcase
how best people have reacted
to the situation and others
will illustrate how people
have failed as humans.

Any which way we look at
it, misfortune will definitely
bring to light the truth of
how people reacted to one of
the greatest challenges that
humans have ever'faced in'
recent history. And irrespec-
tive of what the outcome is,
there will be both the positive
and negative side ofthe story.
There will always be two or
more ways of how people
react to the pandemic. The
reason is because not all
the people are the same and
without any doubt, different
people will react differently
and that of course must be
respected.

No doubt there are people
who think that they are more
important than others. They
expect to be treated differ-
ently and believe that the
virus will notbe able to attack
them. These people violate
government orders and throw
the SOPs out of the window
because they think they are
important. Yet still there are
people who may not think
that they are as important as
the others, butare in the habit
of sneaking. They believe
that they will not be caught
and they violate the govern-
ment's orders with impunity.

Then when the vaccina-
tion is available as expected
there is a section ofthe popu-
lation who have hesitancy in
taking the jab. In the state of
Meghalaya religion cannot
be blamed for the vaccina-
tion hesitancy, as almost
all the leaders of prominent
faith groups have come out
to encourage their followers
to take the injection. Itisnow
obvious that vaccination hes-
itancy has nothing to do with
religion or any beliefsystem
but it is due to people’s own
prejudices.

There are people who are
scared of giving vaccination
because they are not aware
of the consequences of not
taking the vaccine. There
are also those who have
never had any injection in
their whole life or never had
a needle piercing their body.
These are rare cases, but
it is hoped that ultimately
good sense'will prevail and

need for proper evaluation
ofthe performance of all the
teachers (including him) of
the school by a proper and
duly approved Managing
Committee and not by the
whims and caprices of one
individual.
Yours etc.,
Roben Chyrmang
Shillong-4

Lawlessness in
police force

Editor,

Of late, we hear and read
inthe mediathat a few people
accused of crimes like rape,
etc. allegedly tried to flee
from the custody of Assam
Police, and then either got
killed or injured when po-
lice fired on them. This is
an extremely pathetic com-
mentary on the Assam Police.
Repeated incidents of these
types cannot be, normal nor
natural. This was not the
case until the recent past. It
also puts a question mark on
the efficiency of the Assam
Police. First, if fleeing from
Police custody is happening
regularly, then obviously
the Police personnel are ill-
trained or are incapable of

By HH Mohrmen

the majority of population,
even those who initially have
hesitation will getthemselves
vaccinated.

Humanity has indeed pro-
gressed in leaps and bounds
on almost every spheres of
life, but there is also some-
thing that has not changed.
Certain human behaviour re-
mains the same and jealousy,
hate and distrust will always
be there.

A man, who complained
so much about the villages
where he used to live, de-
cided to move out of the
village and find a better place
to live in. He wanted to move
to avillage where there is no
enmity, no jealousy, no hate
amongstthe villagers; aplace
where people live in peace

There isno peace inthe place
and that is the reason why he
decided to leave the village.
The man then responded by
saying, “Well, there is not
much difference then. The
people who live in this vil-
lage too are no different from
them. Any village will consist
ofall kinds of people.”

But when writers look
back at the months gone by,
they will only look at how
people in the state behaved
in general. The focus will be
on the attitude of the major-
ity of the population and not
of few exceptions. That is
why in spite of so much fear
and pain during this short
span of time, people still
have so much hope. There
were many instances during
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and harmony. As he walked
he reached the top of a hill
and saw on the foothills a
valley with beautiful houses.
Hewas fascinated by what he
saw and thought to himself
that that place looks like the
kind of village that he was
looking for. After he had
walked for some time, he saw
aman sitting with a load lay-
ing near him. He moved close
to him and asked the man the
name ofthe village and also if
the people in the village were
good. The man, who was
resting from his tiredness,
instead answered him with a
question. He asked him what
kind ofpeople live in the vil-
lage that he had left. The man
said that people are very bad;
they arejealous ofeach other
and there is too much hate.

handling people in custody.
Secondly, ifthe police are us-
ing brute force, and trying to
getrid of accused persons by
using firearms, then these are
heinous acts. In Mumbai, po-
licemen like Pradeep Sharma,
Sachin Vaze, etc. are bad ex-
amples ofpolicemen becom-
ing the law unto themselves.
Whether we like it or not,
the rule of law has to prevail
and established procedures
must be followed in letter and
spirit by the Police. It is the
judicial courts that pronounce
whether an accused is guilty
or not. The whole world,
including us in India, were
shaken when a black man
George Floyd was suffocated
to death by Minneapolis
policemen on May 25, 2020.
The four officers involved
in the manslaughter were
fired immediately, and Derek
Chauvin, the prime accused
was recently sent to prison
for 22.5 years. Meanwhile,
Pradeep Sharma and Sachin
Vaze, who were in privileged
positions earlier, within and
outside the Mumbai police,
were arrested recently and
are being investigated for
various acts of omissions and
commissions.

the pandemic which made
people believe that human-
ity is still alive. There is so
much good that happens
around which validates that
not everything in this world
is in peril. People reach outto
help one another even in this
small state of ours.

As one would expect peo-
pie may disagree on how they
help and support each other.
Some may not like to take
photographs of their good
deeds, yet some may feel it
is necessary but the point is
people are extending their
helping hands to help those
in need. From an individual
who had to shell out some-
thing from one’s own pocket
to help others, to NGOs,
Church and Faith organisa-
tions they have all extended
their support. Even pressure

It is high time that the
civil administration, human
rights organizations, and of
course, the judiciary took
sensitive note of these inci-
dents in Assam, and ensured
that the due process of law is
followed specially by the Po-
lice. Otherwise, matters may
spiral out ofhand and people
would start taking the law in
their own hands. That would
lead to complete erosion of
democratic tenets.

Yours etc.,
D Bhutia,
Guwahati

Uttarkhand
get’s 3rd CM

in 4 months

Editor,

Ahead ofthe Uttarakhand
Assembly elections early
next year along with that in
Uttar Pradesh RSS pracharak
and BJP MLA Pushkar Singh
Dami was sworn in  as the
11th chief minister of the
state on Sunday July 4. Two
days ago Tirath Singh Rawat
tendered his resignation as
he was not able to continue
because of constitutional
crisis and there was difficulty

groups in the state too have all
come outto lend their helping
hands to those in need in these
trying tjmes. This has only
confirmed what sages and
seers have been saying for
ages, that there is always good
in the human soul. There is a
spark of light in the human
soul which makes humans
take care of each other. It is
what gives many the reasons
to believe that humanity is
still alive.

Many years ago, Margaret
Mead, a famous anthropolo-
gist, was once asked by her
student avery important ques-
tion. The question was what
in her opinion was the first
sign of civilization in human
culture? The story has it that
the students were expecting
her to talk about clay pots,
tools for hunting, grinding
stones or even religious ar-
tefacts.

But to their surprise Mead
told them that the first evi-
dence of civilization occurred
about 15,000 years ago. The
evidence of the beginning of
civilization was found in the
ancient fracture femur bone
located in an archaeological
site. Femur is the longest
bone in the human body; it
is a bone which links the hip
to the knee. During the time
when the benefit of modem
medicine like we have now
was not available, it would
take about six weeks for the
fractured femur bone to heal.
The femur bone that was
found in the site was broken
but had healed.

She further said that in the
animal’s way of life, anyone
that happens to break one leg
will not survive. The reason
is that the animal cannot run
from danger, it cannot drink
or hunt for food. It becomes
meat for the predators. It is
impossible for any creature
tosurvive with a broken' leg.
Animals got eaten firstbefore
the bone healed. What the
broken femur that has healed
tells us is that somebody has
taken the injured to a safer
place. Somebody took time to
take care ofthe victim till the
wounded person recovered.
A healed femur points to the
fact that somebody has taken
the risk to help rather than
abandon the fallen person.

Human beings have since
then known how to take care
of one another. That was
the lesson that was learned
many thousand years ago.
It is' heartening that humans
continue to take care of each
other. And the pandemic due
to the coronavirus has only
demonstrated that the lesson
thatpeople learned thousands
ofyears ago is still alive with
us. Adversity has indeed
brought out the best that is
there in people.

Email: hhmorhmen67@
gmail.com

in him getting elected through
a by- poll. The selection of
Dami as CM is considered
by political analysts as a BJP
gambit since he is the first
person from Kumaon to hold
the post, while the last two
chief ministers were from
Garhwal region. There may
be other factors for the exit of
Rawat from the post. The B JP
might not have wanted to take
the risk of going into elec-
tions under his leadership,
as he wa's inept at handling
the bureaucracy and party
cadres. Just after taking over
he made a few controversial
remarks including equating
Modi with god which did
not go down well with many.
This is also believed to be a
planto try and needle Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee as she
has to be elected through a
by-poll within a few weeks;
else she has to vacate her post
if the by-poll is delayed.
Yours etc.,
Muaz Qasmi
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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The car pass
culture

By Jo Lyngdoh

A car pass culture has
emerged as a new form of
elitism in Shillong. Today,
businesses and shops are
allowed to operate and a
number of essential and non-
esSential movements are
consequently allowed. After
all, how can businesses oper-
ate ifthe general public isnot
free to arrive at the business
premises. However, acrucial
lack of clarity is observed
in the movement of private
vehicles. There is no strong
need for restricting private
vehicular movement since
it carries almost zero risk of
covid exposure as compared
to public transport, shop-
ping, working in offices or
walking! Despite this, the
ambiguous orders from the
DC's office indicate that car
passes are still needed for
private vehicular movement.
.This has ledto rampant abuse
ofthe so-called car passes by
anyone with a government
job/connection themselves
or within their families - al-
lowing them free movement
at any time of day or night
with no restrictions. This is
an elitist trait since it means
that common citizens with

no government connection
will now have to walk or risk
travelling in public vehicles
despite having access to their
own private vehicles. It is a
confusing and discriminatory
state of affairs.

Why should the police
have to spend time checking
for passes instead of other
necessary police work? Is it
not more effective to deploy
police manpower to check
for mask-wearing violations
and other.Covid protocols in
markets rather than check-
ing vehicles? Is there any
proofthat restrictions on pri-
vate vehicles reduces Covid
spread, ifpeople can anyway
move around via car passes,
public vehicles or walking?
How can high-contact ac-
tivities like shops and public
vehicles be allowed to op-
erate while private move-
ment in private vehicles is
restricted? A private vehicle
is effectively an extension
of one's private space and
does not lead to any mass
interpersonal interaction that
may spread Covid.

The government contin-
ues with a slew of such re-
strictions with no rational
underpinnings, following a
scorched earth policy to stop
everything/anything in sight
and suspend all freedoms in
the hope ofcontaining Covid.
All this after having made
gross negligent mistakes with
the state's entry point checks
in March-April; the only fac-
tor leading to this new wave
in the city/state. Who is ac-
countable for the mistakes?
Nobody? Who now suffers
due to the restrictions - ev-
eryone except the "car-pass
class"! There is a fine line
between partially suspend-
ing our fundamental rights
to freedom of movement for
reducing Covid spread versus
the totalitarian restrictions
that makes common citizens
question whether we are

under a dictatorship, or a
democracy.

With the new reopening
phase running for a week
and having no impact on
daily Covid trends, allow-
ing freedom of movement
in private vehicles is un-
likely to cause undue rise
in Covid cases. The govern-
ment can even allow this
for 2-3 weeks and check
the impact on the Covid
spread. The public are not
sheep to be herded, but equal
citizens who have the right
to demand intelligent and
effective governance - paid
for with taxpayer’s money
towards payment of salaries
for government staff. The
governmentshould carefully
evaluate any restriction of
an activity rationally based
onthe degree of interactions
amongst people involved in
that activity. Only specific
entities such as mass tourist
spots, pools, concerts, ral-
lies, dance clubs etc may be
restricted - but for all other
activities that involve little
to no interaction with a large
group of people (especially
unknown people) - there
should be no restrictions.

Every restriction must be
evaluated on its effective-
ness, enforceability and
equality.

The government is also
urged to observe Covid re-
strictions applied on similar
population/case trends in
other parts of the country
instead ofunilaterally apply-
ing highly restrictive mea-
sures only in our city/state.
If 4000 active cases and
323 occupied beds (Source:
Government's online Covid
dashboard) is justified for
severely restricting a city
of9 lakh and a state 0f-30
lakh people, then perhaps
it should ban alcohol and
cigarettes as well, which
impacts health and lives at
multiple orders of magni-
tude, higher than the current
Covid numbers.

Yes, Covid is still amen-
ace to the population, but
people have lives to live
and livelihoods to earn.
We have also learnt ample
lessons since March 2020
about handling Covid - and
most people do take their
own precautions such as
following protocols and
getting vaccinated. Despite
this, there is no reward for
such behaviour and all must
continue living under more
restrictions than one can
manage to keep count of.

The government is hum-
bly requested to focus all
its resources on mass vac-
cination instead ofthtfmain-
tenance of restrictions on
private movement of indi-
viduals or vehicles. Once
this is allowed, all the traffic
police personnel currently
engaged in asking drivers
about where they are going
and why - can instead be
efficiently engaged towards
vaccination awareness mea-
sures, protocol checks at
markets and the normal
regulation of traffic.

Email: joe.lyn-
gdohl990@gmail.com
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Death of justice
ACTIVISM has a price that few are willing to
pay. Fr Stan Swamy was willing to pay that price
even as he soughtjustice for the voiceless tribals
of this country whose lands and resource were
appropriated by powerful corporate forces in an
India that is increasingly tending towards crony
capitalism. Fr Stan Swamy was an accused in
the Bhima Koregaon violence case and arrested
from Ranchi on October 9, 2020, although he
repeatedly maintained that he never visited the
place. Fr. Stan was arrested under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and his
health had been deteriorating since. Congress
MP, Jairam Ramesh has correctly questioned as
to who in the apparatus ofthe Indian state, will
be held responsible for the death of Fr Swamy.
Ramesh goes on to say that it is the Indian State
that killed the Jesuit priest who was a passionate
crusader for social justice.

The irony in the country today is that those
working to securejustice and landrights for trib-
als are seen as impediments to the mining lobby
and their corporate interests. It is also an irony
ofnature that the bulk of mineral resources from
coal, to aluminium, copper and bauxite etc., are
all located in tribal areas. Even the forest cover
of this country continues to be maintained by
tribals themselves who have co-existed with
forests for centuries until the state decided that
they were to be evicted from their habitat. It is
against these pernicious state laws that Fr Stan
Swamy and other human rights activists fought.
Unfortunately, they have all been booked for
unlawful activities. The question today is what
is lawful then. Is it lawful to deprive tribals of
their constitutional rights? Is itunlawful to fight

for social justice?

Fr Stan Swamy who suffered from Parkinsons
and could hardly eat or hold his cup oftea asked
for asipper but even that was denied him by the
judiciary. This level of cruelty by a country that
calls itself a democracy is unimaginable. This
was what a colonial power had done to Indians
in the pre-independence era but to think that a
country would punish its own citizens in such a
cruel manner is a slur on the democratic ethos of
India. Clearly there is something fundamentally
wrong With a state whose justice system cannot
differentiate a social activist from an anarchist.
This country proudly showcases the words “Sa-
tyameva Jayate,” meaning “Truth will prevail.”
Will that truth matter now, after a person, who
by all accounts, has been wrongly incarcerated
in prison, dies while still awaiting justice?

Letters to the Editor

Plight of the
ordinary
citizen

Editor,

Aren’t we the trai shnong
(indigenous residents) of
Meghalaya, tired of writing
endless exams to qualify for
a government job? Mostly
because clearing the exams
and qualifying for the inter-
views has become a formal-
ity one has to adhere to? The
limited seats are reserved
for those who can shell out
bribes or for those with in-
fluential connections. Those
who can afford to pay have a
chance at a securejob. What
about those who can’t afford
the money or those not will-
ing to sell themselves to the
influencer? Are these people
making a backside entry not
robbing those who actu-
ally work hard and sacrifice
their time to excel in their
academics for the promise
ofa good future?

Such revelations came to
light when the CBI probed
the 202Q education scam in
the state. A handful of MLAs
accepted that they did rec-
ommend names but refused
to accept that these recom-
mendations were wrong.
What makes these MLA’s
think they can rightly add
grace points to these special
candidates? On what basis
were these recommendations
made? Does recommending
candidates come under the
purview of the job descrip-

tion of an MLA? Were the
members of the selection
committee of such recruit-
ments not competent enough
to conclude their own unbi-
ased results? If so, should
they not be fired from their
posts, all benefits withdrawn
and slapped with fines? Why
were we not taught about
such corrupt behaviours in
school? There are always
those rare exceptions. No
wonder various departments
(MeECL for eg.) ofthe State
Govt, under-perform.

Aren’t we tired of being
bound by laws which ap-
ply to everyone else but the
higherups in society? We are
fined when we fail to follow
the Covid protocols (wearing
masks during the pandemic),
which is understandable but
when the Chief Minister is
shown posing for pictures
without following protocols
would the magistrate dare
impose a fine on CM, like
she has been doing so on
everyone else?

Aren’twe tired ofhearing
about illegal coal mining in
Meghalaya? It’s impossible
for these rat hole mine own-
ers to exploit the environ-
ment and people without the
Government’s blessings. It
is more humiliating when
the Government blatantly
denies about such ongoing
activities. Where do the
police stand on the matter?
Unfortunately, within the.
framework of the Indian
system, the Heads of Police
are answerable the Govern-
ment.

A prophet is a threat
to the powerful

Nt> prophet is recognised
by the powerful. Prophets
are Kkilled because they are a
threat to the powerful. That
was the message of the Gos-
pel read at masses in Catholic
churches on Sunday, July 4,
last. Stan Swamy was bearing
witness to it on the same day
by being critical and he left
us today, 5th July, a martyr
ofthe powerful for the cause
of justice to the tribal com-
munities..

I have worked with Stan
for forty years and have
witnessed his commitment to
an India ofequality, a land in
which the tribals, Dalits and
women could claim equality.
That isthe Indiathatthe Con-
stitution demands but not the
India that the powerful seek-
ers of corporate profit want.
So the State that is supposed
to uphold the constitutional
values but gives priority to
the interests of this sector
called him anti-national and
arrested him. He is one of
many persons who paid this
price in different ways. Six-
teen human rights activists,
journalists, intellectuals and
social activists are accused
of being organisers of the
violence at Bhima Koregaon
though they have never visit-
ed the place and most ofthem
have never met each other.
But a conspiracy theory had
to be created to push them
out ofthe way. They include’
committed human rights ac-
tivists like Sudha Bhardwaj
who could have become
a rich lawyer but chose to
put her legal expertise at
the service of the working
class. They include journal-
ists like Gautam Navlakha,
intellectuals like Varavara
Rao and Prof. Sai Baba and
a host of others. Common
to them is not a conspiracy
hatched against the State
as the powerful would like
us to believe, but work for
an inclusive India in which
every citizen is equal.

Thatwas the crime of Stan
Swamy and he paid for it
with his life. During the four
decades | have worked with
him | have seen him stick-
ing his neck out on behalf
of people in the periphery.
He was in the middle of the
struggle of bonded agricul-
tural labourers in Bangalore
in the mid-1970s. In 1978
and many times after it we
saw himjoining the Dalits at
Villupuram and Tanjore and
elsewhere demanding their
right to be human. In many
of these cases the fight was
within the church and many’
of its leaders thought that he
was a divisive influence in
the Church. But Stan’s strug-

Aren’t we tired of pres-
sure groups rallying the
people only for issues that fit
their own political agenda?
Lately none of them have
come out in opposition of
the coal mining issue. I’'m
sure with theirnumbers; con-
ducting checks onthe illegal
transportation of coal from
within the State is a doable
task. Are they scared of the
nexus behind the mining and
transport of illegal coal? We
rarely hear them advocating
for better health, better edu-
cation or better services from
the Government, something
we could all benefit from.

Aren’t we tired ofhearing
complaints fromthe residents
of Nongmynsong about the
illegal sale ofalcohol and the
problems that accompany it?
Isnt the local MLA of that
constituency aware of his
people’s problems? Are the
police in charge of the area
blind to the illegal sale of
alcohol? Everyone is aware
that you alcohol is available
in the black market from the
stretch where the MeECL’s
transformer is located right
up to the junction that leads
to Nongmynsong after the
wine stores are closed, till
late into the night.

People need livelihoods
but should this come at the
costs of others’ lives? Can’t
the concerned authorities
provide alternative liveli-
hoods for those involved in
all such activities? And if
the authorities are aware of
such illegal activities, why
are they not acting? Are

Dr Walter Fernandes

gle was forjustice to the poor
and for an inclusive India in
which all people are equal. So
he was often disliked even in
the Church. But many others

That was not acceptable to
the powerful and he was ac-
cused ofbeing anti-national.
He certainly was anti-national
ifwe want Indiato be a land

“He is one ofmanypersons whopaid this
price in different ways. Sixteen human rights
activists, journalists, intellectuals and social

activists are accused of being organisers o fthe

violence at Bhima Koregaon though they have

never visited the place and most of them have
never met each other. ”

supported the causes he took
up evenwhen they disagreed
with him on details. In all
these instances Stan insisted
on non-violence when many
victims of injustice were de-
manding a violent reaction.
Such a person is accused of
being a Naxalite.

During most
of these four 4
decades his
priority was
the right's of
the tribal
communities
of Jharkhand
and its neigh
bouring States.

The corporate sectorwant-
edtheir land and the-tribals as
cheap bonded labour.

for the profit of a few and
the bondage of the majority.
He fought for tribal land. He
went to the high court seek-
ing the freedom ofmore than
3,000 tribal young persons
of Jharkhand who are jailed
because they demanded the
rights that are theirs under
various laws such as the Pre-
vention of Tribal Land Alien-
ationAct, and the Panchayat
Extensionto the Scheduled
Areas Act. These laws are
ade and not implemented
and Stan demanded that
the young persons who de-
mand their implementation
be freed and that their
voice be heard.

He was arrested a few
days before this case came-
up for hearing in the high

“They includejournalists like Gautam
Navlakha, intellectuals like Varavara Rao
, andProf. Sai Baba and a host ofothers.
Common to thdm is not a conspiracy hatched
against the State as the powerful would like us
to believe, but workfor an inclusive India in
which every citizen is equal. ”

But Stan wanted them to
be citizens ofan inclusive In-
dia in which they too got the
benefits of development and
enjoyed democratic rights.

they also benefiting from
such activities? | pose these
questions to the current MLA
ofPynthorumkhrah, who has
been in the seat since 1998,
not as an attack, but because
he is the leader and as such
is responsible for the plight
ofhis people.

Rivers and the land are
polluted, but why bother
when money lines up your
pockets? Coal mines could
benefitthe entire state if ex-
ecuted scientifically. It could
generate substantial taxes
and employ a big chunk of
the population. Alas! the
work force is subjected to
extreme working conditions.
And since it is illegal, the
state is losing taxes. Coal ex-
tracted in an unscientific way
is lethal for the environment
and for people who draw
sustenance form the land
and the rivers. Even coke
factories, are allowed to go
abouttheir business as freely
as their money allows. With
all this in the background we
see the Minister in-charge
Forests and Environment
Department, Govt, of Me-
ghalaya, smirk on the front
page ofthis daily, extending
his (sarcastic?) greetings to
the people of the state on
‘World Environment Day.
All this while the Govt could
so easily renew its pledge
to protect the environment.
Bro codel!!

We are in the age of
capitalism but this should
not come at the expense
of the environment and or
the people. Mother Nature

court. .

That is the; fate of people
who fight for the rights of
people in the periphery. The
powerful cannot accept their
demands to be equal citizens

is called as such because it
provides us our basic needs.
It is especially sad since we
belong to a tribe that once
worshiped Nature. Our an-
cestors so wisely made sa-
cred forests and their efforts
gave us these magnificent
hills. Now we rape it without
a second thought. My older
generation has witnessed
Wah Umkhrah and other
rivers where they once fished
from and swam in turn to
filthy drains. Should we not
do more? Or do we wait till
the fog that so majestically
blankets these hills we call
home, turn to smog?

Just as our inaction before
the second Covid wave took
loved ones away from many,
why wait till people start
to lose precious lives due
to pollution or heat waves?
Why waittill forest firesbum
through? We have already
lost the once magnificent
rains that blessed these hills,
why wait till we lose before
we act? Let’s not forget
that we are one with nature.

Where will we go ifwe bum.

our own home? Elon Musk
might say, “To Mars”. Will
we all be able to afford such
a trip? Mars is still a dream.

I am ashamed ofthe adult
members ofmy tribe. Notall
butthose who have taken the
easy way out and continue
to do so and not only cor-
rupt themselves but corrupt
future generations as well.
Have you no shame? Have
you no empathy? Most con-
tinue to blame the outsider
for the plight of the people.

in an inclusive India. Stan is
not the first to be punished
for joining their peaceful
struggle. In October 1995
A. T. Thomas was Killed
by the dominant farmers in
Jharkhand because he joined
the struggle of the Dalits for
land rights. Some years later
Sr Sunita Mary was killed
near Indore because she was
working for the freedom of
the bonded labourers. One
can mention many more such
persons in India and abroad.
In every case they are a threat
to people whose riches and
power depend on the poverty
and cheap labour ofthe weak.
All those who are in jail as
urban Naxalites supporting
violence in Bhima Koregaon
belong to the category ofpeo-
ple who stood for the rights
ofpeople who are deprived of
their liberty in order to ensure
the freedom of the powerful
to exploit the weak.

Where do we go from
here? Will Stan’s death and
the sufferings of dozens of
people go in vain? It should
not happen. lime has come
for persons concerned with
justice to look at the legal sys-
tem thatjails innocent persons
but is not held accountable
for that injustice? Those who
are accused of conspiracy in
Bhima Koregaon are bound
to be freed eventuallybecause
they arejailed on flimsy accu-
sations. Ithasbeenhappening
to many others. A Muslim
from Kashmir was acquitted
a week ago after spending
elevenyears injail in Gujarat
on false charges of terrorism.
Two other Muslims were ac-
quitted in June after spending
twelve years in jail. The life
ofthese young men has been
destroyed but the State that
jailed them unjustly is not
made to pay for it.

Stan Swamy has laid down
his life for the cause of the
tribal communities strug-
gling for their rights. Letthis
sacrifice of Stan and others
paying the price in jail not
go in vain. It is time the hu-
man rights activists and all
people ofgood will including
the media came together to
demand an inclusive India in
which all people are equal.
Togetherthey should demand
a legal system that holds
people who perpetrate such
injustice in the name of the
law responsible for their ac-
tions. That would be a good
way of paying tribute to Stan
Swamy.

(Dr Walter Fernandes is
DirectorNorth Eastern Social
Research Centre, Guwahati
Email: walter.nesrc@gmail.
com)

Itis you who have sold them
our lands and our people. |
urge the younger generation
to learn from people of dif-
ferent cultures and languages
instead of harbouring hate.
They have much to teach-us
if we are open-minded. We
should be thankful also to
those (so called outsiders)
who have contributed much
to our people and still do
despite being treated as 2nd
class citizens of the state.

I write not to judge or
ridicule, for | also am human
like everyone else and with
that come countless flaws.
As humans though, being
blessed with so many virtues
that make us quite different
from all other life forms,
should we notyearn to leave
thisworld a better place than
how we found it?

As the common citizens
it is our fault too. We are the
ones who empower those
who have looted us. Do we
continue as we have and let
the few dig our graves for us
or do we stand our ground
and say enough is enough?
Lwonder though, how we as
the people vested with power
can actually do something
that makes a difference.
Can we?

Yours etc.,
B.A. Jana
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Cocktail of
bungling, arrogance
& Ignorance

By Maitshaphrang Khongyvir

Waste management is
a major problem for many
urban local municipal bodies
in India, where urbanization
is taking a toll. Across the
country, existing systems
for the collection, trans-
portation, and disposal of
solid waste are mired in
chaos. The problem seems
to be higher in urban areas
where the rapidly increasing
population generates larger
quantities of solid waste.

I don’t know how many
of us in Meghalaya are
aware, but the Municipal
Solid Waste (Management
and Handling) Rules, 2000
came into force on Sep-

tember 25, 2000. Subject to
various suggestions from the
public, various sets of rules
were updated in many areas
such as proper disposal of
plastic, e-waste, biomedical,
hazardous, and construction
demolition waste manage-
mentrules. The Government
of India later notified and
revised the mles in 2016 to
the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016.

In Meghalaya, we have-
different Municipal Boards
in various districts whose
one of many responsibili-
ties is to look into effective
waste disposal and manage-
ment in the State which is
handled by the Urban Affairs
Department and Municipal
Administration Department,
presently under the watch of
the cabinet minister, Sniawb-

«

tively handling the disposal
of waste which was posing
a threat to the people and
livelihoods around. What is
however alarming is that the
Jowai Municipal Board and
the Urban Affairs Depart-
ment both, instead of trying
to find effective solutions
are doing nothing but taking
the easy way out by bringin'g
the waste all the way from
Jowai and dumping it at an
already exhausted site at thfe
Marten. The dumping of
more additional waste by the
JMB will only make matters
worse for the people living
in this area.

While a prominent face,

the MLA of Mawlai Con-
stituency, Process Sawkmie
is vocal on this issue, it
seems his voice is not be-
ing paid heed to. In all of
this, it is interesting to see
that the Minister in charge
of the Urban Affairs De-
partment and Municipal
Administration Department,
Sniawbhalang Dhar seelns
to be the least bothered by
whatever is happening. It
seems he is rather interested
in his family business and
is waiting for the situatiofi
to get critical so that he can
compel the Urban Affairs
Departmentto come up with
a multi-crore project as an
alternative to the current
problem at Marten which he
then will ultimately award té
his kith and kin. This is not
the first time that evidence

Afamous waste dumping site in Shillong that'

we all know ofis Marten, locatedat .

Mawlai-Mawiong. Thisplace is infamously *
famousfor the strong stench that emanates |,
out o fthis dumping site, a smell that

welcomes all who pass by the highway on

their way to Shillong and back. I can only
wonder what would be the state ofthose living
around thisplace to have to breathe and take

in the toxic waste emanatingfrom Marten.

halang Dhar.

In Shillong, the Shillong
Municipal Board caters to
the many needs of the citi-
zens, one of which is effec-
tive waste management.
A famous waste dumping
site in Shillong that we all
know of is Marten, located
at Mawlai-Mawiong. This
place is infamously famous
for the strong stench that
emanates out of this damp-
ing site, a smell that wel-
comes all who pass by the
highway on their way to
Shillong and back. I can only
wonder what would be the
state of those living around
this place to have to breathe
and take in the toxic waste
emanating from Marten.
It seems several pleas and
requests were made to the
Urban Affairs Department
to look into the matter, but
sadly it has fallen on deaf
ears. Everyone knows that
the odour and fumes are af-
fecting the health conditions
ofthe people, while the toxic
wastes also flow into the
Umiam river during rainy
seasons. Sadly, the Urban
Affairs Minister seems to be
the least concerned by what-
ever is happening around.

What is making headlines
at the moment is the recent
act of the Jowai Municipal
Board (JMB) dumping all of
the wastes from Jowai also
in Marten. The reason for
this seems to be that the KSU
and various other localities
had protested against dump-
ing ofwaste inthe waste dis-
posal site at Mynkjai which
is under the watch of the
JHADC, the reason being
that the JHADC and staff
of the JMB were not effec-

of favouritism has emerged
against Sniawbhalang as it
is was alleged that in the
year 2015, he had awarded
his brother, Rocky Dhar, a
Rs 3 crore project while he
was still a Congress legisla-
tor Reports are still evident
of favouritism towards M/s
Dhar Construction Com-
pany, a firm for which he
influences officials to hand
over various projects. He
has always been known tq
have influenced awarding
various PWD road projects,
and toll -gates to his family
members. Maybe this could
also be one ofthe strategics
through which another proj-
ect can be bagged to benefit
the Dhars. .

As citizens, we electa
representative to look into
the issues that concern the
public and try to come up
with solutions, but it seem?
for some people the warmth
of excessive money blinds
them to the plight of thejr
people who are crying out
for help. What is the Urban
Affairs Minister waiting for?
A time for when the Marten
has to shut down? But that
will happenwhen itstoo late
and people start to fall ill at
the expense of the misman-
agement of this Department
under his watchful eyes? Or
is it waiting for someone to
hand them another extra ton
of money for them to effect
a turnaround that will lead
to effectively manage this
situation, something that |
highly doubt will happen?
The incompetence of minis-
ters is not anew thing in our
State, but such high-handed
incompetence and ignorance
is a rare sighting.
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Season of change

WITH the second wave of Covid 19 pandemic on
the wane. Prime Minister Modi feels it is time to
take national interests forward even though the
possibility ofathird wave is staring atthe nation.
The reshuffling of governors and some new ap-
pointments are seen as a prelude to a bigger step
forward by the Modi-led dispensation - namely
the long-awaited cabinet expansion. Union
minister Thawarchand Gehlot has been shifted
to the post of Karnataka governor while the
Prime Minister continued his discussions With
top BJP leadership to finalize the names ofnew
ministers. The cabinet expansion should take
place well before the start of the Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament from July 19 so that the new
ministers will have time to get acquainted with
their ministries should questions be raised.

The Modi government has drawn flak for its
failure to catch up with the Covid situation when
the previously predicted second wave came
calling. This ran parallel with perceptions that
the central government has been paralysed by
a sense of complacency after the arrival of the
Covidl9 pandemic. As is well-known, some 30
departments ran without heads for the past two
years in the absence of a cabinet expansion. The
drift was all too clear, evident also from the way
Pakistan came back calling on Jammu with a
drone attack in the guise of terrorism. Now, the
Modi government is scurrying around to acquire
a set of anti-drone laser-guided equipment that
could be assembled within the country. The
nation’s stock would have gone up had it been
well-prepared before the first drone attack took

place.

While a reshuffle of governors has been ex-
ecuted, the Centre did notwarm up to a call from
Chief Minister Mamata Baneijee for recall of
Governor Jagdeep Dhankar. This would mean
the Modi government would continue with its
game ofcausing friction in West Bengal and the
BJP would continue with its Mamata-baiting.
All eyes are now on the cabinetreshuffle as those
with whom the Prime Minister is interacting on
this matter are all characteristically tight-lipped
while no word comes out of the horse’s own
mouth. That has been the style of the PM. On
the performance front, the present cabinet as a
whole has not risen to people’s expectations.
While those like Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and
Nitin Gadkari are stalwarts, the same might not
be true of several others ofthe Modi team. What
new energy and drive the reshuffle can bring
about is worth a wait and watch.

I Letters to the Editor

Kudos Health
Department!

Editor,

Through your esteemed
paper, I would like to express
my gratitude to the Health
Department for their endless
efforts especially during this
pandemic. Calls had been
coming in from them just a
few hours after | was tested
positive for Covid 19. Symp-
toms were mild so | was in
home isolation. It was onthe
second day that they visited
me and provided me with an
Isolation Kitwhich consisted
of an Oximeter which costs
3999, a thermometer which
was Rs 355, masks and a
sanitizer - all for free! They
never failed to call me every
day, sometimes thrice a day
till the end of my quarantine
period closely monitoring
my health. The concerned
people were very cordial
and never failed to wish me
a speedy recovery. Strange
that under such circum-
stances, one of the callers
on the last day turned out
to be an acquaintance from
college who | had not met
inmore than a decade. It felt
wonderful but most of all, 1
would like to say THANK

YOU to all of you for the

encouraging words and for
keeping all ofus afloat.

Yours etc.

D. Lyngdoh,

Vie email

No bureaucrat
is an island

Editor,

| take this opportunity to
write here regarding my ex-
periences in working with a
particular official within the
Meghalaya Government. As
I am under their immediate
supervision | must speak as
an anonymous source. In
addition, rules of service
won’t allow me to speak out
openly. With this in mind, |
will begin.

When it comes to the
current crop of IAS officers
there isno one who has been
given more importance and
favour than Dr Vijay Kumar
Damera. A little while ago
his name made the rounds
because of some allegations
levied against him and his
wife. Frankly those allega-
tions as they appeared in
your esteemed newspaper
were notwarranted and were
easily dismissed by the of-
ficials. Its accusations of

Why the relic of
colonialism persists?

Last Thursday the NIA
court acquitted activist and
Jorhat MLAAKhil Gogoi and
three others in a sedition case
and other charges, thereby
setting the peasant leader
free. Accused of instigating
violence during the anti-CAA
protests and ofbeing a ‘Mao-
ist’ the prominent anti-CAA
face in Assam was charged
under the ‘draconian’Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967, (UAPA). The
MLA, the first Assamese to
get elected to the Assembly
while injail and also the first
to take oath while in custody,
was cleared of all charges,
hugely embarrassing the pre-
mier investigating agency.

Speaking to a national
television Gogoi termed the
NIA a joke’while accusing it
ofbeing a ‘recruiting’agency
for the BJP and the RSS. In
March last also the thenjailed
leader ‘revealed’that the NIA
asked him to join RSS/BJP
while insisting he takes home
020 crores as a precondition
for bail. His refusal led to
alleged physical and mental
torture in custody. Gogoi’s
revelations are dynamite.

Gogoi’s acquittal is areit-
erationthat NI1A and the sedi-
tion law aremisused against
activists to quell protests and
to quieten criticism against
the government. Gogoi was
arrested in December 2019
only as a "preventive mea-
sure" against the background
of the deteriorating law and
order situation in Assam aris-
ing out ofthe protests against
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA). However,
his case was handed over to
the NIA which charged him
with sedition.

Sedition has been used so
liberally that the law under
Section 124A of the Indian
Penal Code has lost its sting.
Many times the cases look
ridiculous. Amulya Leona
for example! The 19-year-old
student-activist was arrested
and booked for sedition in
February 2020 for raising
'Pakistan zindabadlslogan
on stage while protesting
against CAA-NRC in Ben-
galuru. In July the same
year the Manipur activist
Erendro Leichombam was
charged with sedition merely
for posting on Facebook the
picture ofan acquiescent BJP
Rajya Sabha MP and titular
king of Manipur, Sanajaoba
Leishemba’s meeting with
Union Home Minister, Amit
Shah with the caption "Minai
macha" or "son of a servant"
in Meitei. In February this
year the 22-year-old climate
change activist, Disha Ravi
was arrested and charged
with sedition for a ‘toolkit’
post supporting the farmer
protests in Delhi. At the
most the above actions can
be termed as inappropriate
but certainly do not amount
to sedition. Many youths
in Jammu and Kashmir are
summarily arrested under
the remnants of British co-
lonialism.

favouritism by Dr Vijay
towards his own wife’s firm
Dalberg did not match with
the actual sequence ofevents
asthey played out. However
we must raise some objec-
tions regarding the manner
inwhich Dr Vijay works. All
ofus in his staffhave a very
clear idea about how many
responsibilities he has on his
shoulders. However it is a
disservice to the government
and state to heap so much
power onto one mere mortal.
Oftentimes’his subordinates
have to wait for hours before
he can see us. On top ofthat
he might not remember the
work which we were as-
signed to carry out. This is
dishearteningto say the very
least. The person is too busy
that he needs to refresh all
the time. It is not smart to
heap so muchwork onto this
one person. Why can’t other
IAS officers be trusted with
his departments? There is a
very clear indication that Dr
Vijay is the favoured ally of
the CM.

The other worrying thing
which we must raise is how
Dr Vijay manages his de-
partments. In effect he is the
department. Because of his
positive position in the eyes
of the political masters he
has taken tremendous liber-

ty Albert Thyrniang

Sedition cases flared up
considerably with the ad-
vent of CAB/CAA. Ran-
dom examples are cited.
CAA protests led to 50,3007
and 60 unnamed persons
charged with sedition in FIRs
in Mumbai, Jharkhand and
Lucknow, respectively. Such
was the eagerness of the au-
thorities to brand everyone
‘anti-national’ thanks to the
relic of the British era.

Akhil Gogoi’s acquittal is
significant. While dismissing
the cases against the govern-
ment adversary, the judge

Maoist activists but they had
spent 14 years in prison after
they were wrongly sentenced
to life imprisonment on sedi-
tion charges by a trial court.
Just when this piece was
about to be mailed, news
trickled in that Stan Swamy
had passed away. The elderly
and ailing Jesuit priest and
a tribal activist has to be
remembered as an undertrial
prisoner jailed for sedition.
Those at the helm of affairs
know that even if a sedition
accused would is declared in-
nocent they would have been

“In Meghalaya too there were instances
where thefreedom ofspeech was attempted
to be curtailed. The Supreme Court had to

quash the FIR against the editor ofthis daily
for her Facebookpost that allegedly had
communal content. ”’

expressed disappointment
with the NIA saying much
more was expected of the
investigation agency. The
cases are not even fit to enter
the trial stage. It shows that
the charges were all trumped
up for political reasons, ob-
viously with insufficient
evidence. This will have a
repercussion on the central
government, state govern-
ments, the police and the law
enforcing agencies. They will
be less enthusiastic about
charging political rivals and
activists who are critical of
government’s decisions and
policies. Inthese challenging
times the right of protests
and the freedom of expres-
sion gets a fillip. With many
beginning to be shattered,
the faith in the judiciary is
enhanced. The citizens ofthis
great country can still count
onthe courts to preserve their
well cherished fundamental
rights. Laws can’t be used to
intimidate and bring citizens
into submission.

Elsewhere too the Indian
courts have questioned the
use of sedition laws. While
granting bail to Disha Ravi
the Delhi court had very
strong words against the sedi-
tion law which it said cannot
be invoked to "minister to
wounded vanity of the gov-
ernment” while observing
that that there was “not even
an iota of evidence” against
the green activist.

The wrong application of
sedition is an intimidatory
tactic. A lawyer even dares to
state, "The state is terrorising
young people by using the
law and putting them behind
bars" seeing the process it-
self as a punishment, rather
than a trial or a conviction.
Akhil Gogoi might have got
justice but he had to spend
19monthsinjail. DishaRavi
did secure bg.il but the'young
activist had to face the igno-
miny of being arrested. In
June 2019 the Calcutta High
Court acquitted three alleged

ties in consolidating power
in his hands. Case in point
Planning and Finance de-
partments are both headed by
Dr Vijay and since this is the
case he has channelled vital
resources into projects which
he has felt most strongly
about- Tourism for instance
- which might not be in the
best interests ofthe majority
of the population. He has
also mostly directed fund-
ing away from the Finance
department and they receive
second hand knowledge af-
ter the needs of Meghalaya
Basin Development Agency
(MBDA) - which he heads -
have been tended to first.
MBDA might I remind
the reader is an exclusively
bureaucratic agency with no
political interference. While
this makes it an attractive
prospect it must be remem-
bered that it is opaque and
without any known levers of
accountability, a fact which
numerous MLAS have high-
lighted during Assembly
sessions. MBDA and its
subsidiaries today function
as a parallel government
oftentimes surpassing its
democratically appointed
counterpart in significance.
However the main point
here is how successful it has
been in its work and how

‘punished’ for the ‘crime’ of
raising their voices.

Way back in 1962 the
Supreme Court ruled that
sedition means "incitement
to violence" or "overthrow-
ing a democratically elected
government through vio-
lent means.” The next year
the Apex Court delivered,
“Someone's statement criti-
cising the government does
not invoke an offence of
sedition or defamation.” Last
week, taking note ofthe mis-
use of India’s sedition law,
file Supreme Court observed,
“Everything cannot be sedi-
tious” while promising to
define “what is sedition and
what is not.”

Criticism ofand disagree-
ing with the government
is not treason. That is why
official data show that the
conviction rate for sedition is
negligible. While the number
of cases has increased, con-
viction rates have dropped
drastically. According to the
National Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB), between 2016
and 2019 cases under Section
124A (sedition) of (IPC) in-
creased by a massive 160%
while the rate of conviction
dropped to a meagre 3.3% in
2019 from 33.3% in 2016.

There is a strong case for
abolition ofthe Sedition law.
Violence can be dealt with by
other available laws. Enacted
in 1860 and introduced in
India in 1870 by the British,
the law was used to sup-
press national independence
activists including Mahatma
Gandhi himself who was
found guilty and imprisoned.
Post-Independence the law
was almost dropped from the
Constitution in 1948. India’s
first Prime Minister, Jawa-
harlal Nehru proposed to
"getrid of it [Section 124A]"
during the debate for the first
Amendment of the Constitu-
tion in 1951 as the law was
singled out in curbing free
speech. It is another mat-
ter that his daughter, Indira

beneficial it has been to the
population of the state. In
this last instance, we would
have to say that the jury is
still out on that.

Dr Vijay is energetic,
youthful and highly com-
petent. He is also a likable
person on occasions. While it
is true that most bureaucrats
are lackadaisical, it would
be a dangerous mistake to
entrust complete control
onto one person. His recent
attempts at creating aprivate
Tourism company, namely
Meghalayan Age Limited
(MAL) is a bold move but
it is fast becoming a paral-
lel PWD but with no real
mechanisms for transpar-
ency again. Positions are cre-
ated on the fly and appoint-
ments are just done on the
spot with no known criteria.
MBDA s also overstretching
itself dangerously into the
fields Of other departments,
trying to do their work as
well. This has led to a situa-
tion whereby the agency no
sooner starts one projectthan
itimmediately seeks funding
for another new one. The
result has been numerous
incomplete projects with no
real substantial success with
any of them.

Dr Vijay seems set on re-
inventing the idea of what it

Gandhi made sedition a cog-
nizable offence for first time
in 1973 when arrest without a
warrant was legalised.

We boast of India as being
the largest democracy in the
world. How does democracy
survive when free speech and
expression is being stifled?
How can we claim to be
the number one democracy
when dissent against govern-
ment policies is seditious?
How can we be so fragile
that slogans like ‘Pakistan
zindabad’ or ‘Azadi’threaten
this mighty nation? How can
so many be charged with
‘waging war against the na-
tion’ just because activists
protest against the highly
controversial CAA? Com-
mon sense does not betray
when we say that some of
the those charged with sedi-
tion like Simranjit Singh
Mann, Binavak Sen, author
Arundhati Roy, cartoonist
Aseem Trivedi, climate activ-
istDisha Ravi, Stan Swamy is
unlikely to endanger the unity
and integrity ofthis powerful
country. It is surprising that
the Modi government, some
of whose ministers fought
against Emergency of 1975-
77, is so zealous in applying
the British legacy law. \estill
hang on to the colonial era
law while its originator, the
UK abolished the out-dated
act twelve years ago (2009)
for primarily suppressing the
voice of freedom.

In Meghalaya too there
were instances where the
freedom of speech was at-
tempted to be curtailed. The
Supreme Court had to quash
the FIR against the editor of
this daily for her Facebook
post that allegedly had com-
munal content. Surprisingly,
even the Meghalaya High
Court refused to stand up for
free speech in that particular
case. This paper was also
‘banned’ in West Khasi Hills
by apressure group that found
a particular report not to its
liking.

The Akhil Gogoi verdict
may impact Meghalaya too.
Toadd to the frustration ofthe
West Bengal results Gogoi’s
freedom might have upsetthe
second in command in the
NDA government. Develop-
ments in the neighbouring
state may further delay the
ILP resolution. The minister
may now employ more pro-
crastination tactics' to avoid
dealingwith the ILP demand.
The promises to return to the
state capital will continue
to be broken thus evading
dealing with the question
head on.

Given that the present
government is pro-sedition,
it is unlikely that Section
124A will be scrapped any
time soon. However, the law
should be used sparingly.
Hope the Supreme Court soon
defines sedition in clear terms
leaving no room for any abuse
or misuse.

Email: albert, thyr-
niang74@gmail.com

means to be abureaucrat. He
is trying to initiate a number
of glamourous projects in
Tourism and Entrepreneur-
ship but the truth is that
being an official should not
be glamourous at all. It is
a boring and oftentimes
thanklessjob but many good
bureaucrats work in their
quiet and nondescript ways
within various departments.
Recently Dr Vijay was given
the Agriculture portfolio
which will be a real test of
his abilities. Will the depart-
mentthrive or will it flounder
under his watch? And if it
does fail, what will happen
to the thousands who depend
on it directly? The thought
is nerve wracking. We hope
that by stating these facts it
would serve as a positive
criticism for Dr Vijay to
introspect and we hope he
takes it in stride as he does
course correction.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

A lot else

died with

Fr Stan Swamy

By Jagdish Rattanani

Fr Stan Swamy has died.
He has found peace and
eternal rest and has at last
been freed of the tyrariily
unleashed on him by a hate-
filled power machinery that
thinksthe only way to silence
resistance is to lock up peo-
ple, to browbeat them with
the might of the State aijd
to try and break them into
submission. The nation can
never forget that an octoge-
narian, peace-loving activist,
who devoted years working
for tribals in Jharkhand, who
lived a simple life and stood
up for what he thought was
right, has died after spend-
ing nine months injail as an
undertrial, with poor medi-
cal attention that led him to
suffer from Covid-19 and
brought on a deterioration
in his health. He was later
shifted to the Holy Family
Hospital in Mumbai from the
Taloja Central jail and died
on aventilator atthe hospital
on July 5, only hours before
another hearing on his bail
application was scheduled
to come up in the Bombay
High Court.

This is 'a case that will
remain a blot on the police
team that investigated it,

the political masters who
undoubtedly thought it fit
for this kind of harassment
of a 83-year-eld to continue
for so long and the judiciary
who in a glaring instance of
insensitivity did notroutine-
ly and immediately direct
that a sipper be provided to
aman suffering from Parkin-
son’s disease so that he could
drink water without spilling
it; the National Investiga-
tion Agency instead asked
and got 20 days to reply
to the demand for a sipper.
The legal back-and-forth
on a request of an ailing
senior citizen whose hands
Would shake because of
Parkinson’s underlined that
pain, suffering, humiliation
and disregard for minimum
courtesies are a part of the
Indian system where pun-
ishment is meted out long
before the trial. In the India
of today, this is heaped on
activists, never mind if the
activist is elderly, ailing
and fighting it by himselfin
the midst of a pandemic. In
fact, the trial may fail but the
sentence is already served as
an undertrial.

The predicament of Fr
Stan Swamy is a fit case
for a full-fledged judicial
investigation into the con-
duct of various arms of the
State, to fix responsibility
for the conditions that led
to his death and for setting
out exemplary punishment
to all those who had a hand
in what is nothing short of
a heinous crime. Like it or
not, it will be difficult to
escape the charge that Fr
Stan Swamy was Killed by
a system that was out to get
him for his views, his work
and his passion in standing
against exploitation and for
justice to the poor.

In many ways, Fr Stan
Swamy’s suffering reflected
the suffering ofthe people of
India. His case represents the
crossing ofall boundaries of
sanity and sense, and signals
that India is in territory it has
not seen before. A hate filled
dagger has been drawn deep
into the heart of Indiaand all
thatthe nation stood for - de-
mocracy, secularism, a free

press and space for diverse
and dissenting voices.

In other ways, Fr Stan
Swamy by going through the
suffering he did may have
even served us in his last
days. For one, his case will
never be forgotten. It must
be and will be studied, re-
counted and discussed again
and again across schools
and colleges, civil society
institutions, in our course®
on law and politics, in our
training manuals for the
police and the judiciary. It
must stand out as the case
that lowered India like never
before. It will keep telling us
that ‘Emergency’ was not a
one-off- thatthis dangerand
the danger ofit gettingworse
is ever present, only on the
edge, waiting to snatch away
ayoung nationand its aspira-
tions to standing tall for its
values and its constitutional
guarantees in the comity of
nations.

The case also highlights
the tyranny of the Unlawful
(Activities) Prevention Act,
tiie UAPA, and the way the
law is being applied in cases
that are related to anything
but terrorism. As has been
well reported,. Swamy’s ar-

rest was based on seizure of
electronic records form his
computer. Fr Swamy himself
asked many questions onthe
material so seized. He never
received any replies to those
simple questions. He was
never present at the site that
led to' what has come to be
called the Elgar Parishad
case. Yet, he became the
16th activist to be arrested
irithe case, and was accused
bythe NIA ofbeing involved
inthe activities ofthe banned
CPI (Maoist) organization,
and had allegedly received
funds through an associr
ate for furthering Maoist
agenda. -*

But for so many wh<}
knew the person and his,
work, Fr Swamy stood out
as apicture of service. Evei)
if we take the extreme pros-
ecution case and assume
that the charges carried any
merit, there was nojustifica-
tion for keeping an ailing
grandfatherly figure behind
bars for so long; there was
nowhere he would run or
escape. There was nothing
he could keep or hide. Fr
Swamy could notwalk well;
he could not hear; he report-
edly fell injail. His condition
deteriorated while he was
behind bars.

A case as shameful as this
may yet become a lightnii®
rod and allow the nation to
see where we have landed.
There are many who wiil
still not be able to see this
fall. In an India divided,
every attempt is being made
to break the nation, to divide
between “them” and “us”.
More such attempts may
follow the passing ofFr Stan
Swamy. It isbecoming easier
to see these attempts. Yet,
these divisions will continue
to. take their toll before they
halt. Till these prejudices
are not seen and called out,
and brought to a halt and the
guilty broughtto book, India
will continue to bleed. .

(The author is a senior
journalist and a faculty
member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal) (Syndicate*
The Billion Press) (e-maih
editor@thebillionpress.org)
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New faces, new expectations
PRIME Minister Modi effected a major cabinet
reshuffle on Wednesday. Prominent faces that
have been dropped included Health Minister,
Harsh Vardhan, Environment and I&PR Minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar and Ravishankar Prasad,
Minister for Information Technology etc. In all
12 senior ministers are out. In a major social
engineering exercise Modi has brought in 27
ministers from the OBC, 12 each from SC and
ST. The average age of the present ministry has
come down to 58. Hence this is also a major
overhaul with an eye on 2024. As a commentator
correctly stated this new ministry is more about
politics and less about governance. It also is an
attempt at perception management wherein non-
performers have been dropped to make way for
new faces who Modi expects will perform better

than their predecessors.

The new Governmentwill have 15 new cabi-
net ministers and 28 ministers of state with seven
more women added to the Ministry. Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan was removed for his
inept handling of Covid2.0 what with the crisis
in oxygen management and cremation among
others. The new Ministry with 43 new faces
is @ mega makeover. This is also Modi’s big
leap as it’s not easy to remove senior ministers
but Modi has done it keeping in view the need
to repair the crisis of credibility his Govern-
ment has suffered in the past year since Covid
struck. What will matter is also the allocation of
portfolios. Who gets what and how the person
handles his/her portfolio is crucial for the image
of the Government. What is also important is
the. agenda setting ofthe new Ministry, Delivery
on healthcare services, education and economic
reliefare crucial during and after the pandemic
and these need careful handling. Indeed, these
will be addressed by changing the current way
of doing things and will require an annual
review so that they lend themselves to course
correction. For instance, Health and Chemicals
will now be held by a single minister. This is
to address the lacunae experienced during the
pandemic when the crisis to procure oxygen led

to unnecessary deaths.

Whether the new government is simply a
makeover ofpolitics or a governance makeover
remains to be seen. But there is certainly an
influx of talent and more intellectual heft in
this new dispensation and better regional rep-
resentation as well. In the last Ministry, Urban
Development and Civil Aviation could not make
much headway. A change of faces in these min-
istries will boost productivity and get the Modi
Government election ready in 2024. This after

all is the ultimate goal.

A Letters to the Editor

Stop the
frivolous
charges

Editor,

With reference to an-
other effort by Mr Roben
Chyrmang vide his letter
“Unconvincing riposte” (ST
July 6, 2021), it is better
he stops pretending to be
the saviour of the poor and
also stops making deroga-
tory comments about our
online portals like HIKAL.
Anyone can see through the
game he is up to. Chyrmang
writes that he is “primarily
concerned with the plight of
poor students,” and feels that
as “no tab has been given to
students” this clearly “proves
the ineptitude of the school
authorities. “Mere availabil-
ity ofan online free portal” is
inconsequential to him. But
he cannot refrain from pass-
ing uncharitable remarks on
a good initiative like HIKAL.
Hence a few clarifications
are in place.

Chyrmang tries to belittle
our online efforts as he feels,
“there are many learning
apps available on the inter-
net”. How much does it cost
Chyrmang to access these
so-called well-designed apps
by “well-known profession-
als”? Also, do show us one
app where the teaching-
learning is structured as per
the MBOSE pattern, suitable
to our State syllabus? Inter-
net, at best is an overload
of information enough to
confuse even mature persons
and loaded with commercial
ads waiting to prey on inno-
cent minds. But that does not
concern this person. And is
there internet connectivity in
the interior parts of our State
to espouse these net-based
solutions to our children?

As far as the issue of ap-
pointment of head teacher is
concerned we have parent
bodies and parents’ repre-
sentatives in our Managing
Committee to take up their
grievances. Chyrmang is nei-
ther a parent nor a member
ofour Managing Committee,
so he should refrain from

Pawan Kishor: In
search of a game plan

Chanakya may have lived
in the fourth century BC but
he keeps getting re-discov-
ered in the twenty-first cen-
tury. This relentless search
for a modern-day Chanakya
has seenunion home minister
Amit Shah being projected
as his contemporary avatar
when the BJP leader was
helming the party to a series
of election successes even
though there is much more
to the Arthashastra than a
‘power at all costs’ man-
tra. Now, post his Bengal
triumph, Prashant Kishor,
the Trinamool Congress’s
prime election strategist has
been portrayed as a political
Chanakya. Which mightpart-
ly explain the buzz around
the three meetings Kishor
has held with Maharashtra
leader Sharad Pawar. Is there
aplan to craft a new political
alternative that could chal-
lenge a Narendra Modi-led
BJP in 2024?

Pawar and Kishor make
a rather odd couple. The
veteran Maratha strongman
is a well-networked mass
connect politician, far more
comfortable in engaging
with the widest possible
cross-section of people, from
agriculturists to industrialists.
Kishor, on the other hand,
is a tech-savvy backroom
operator who talks surveys
and numbers. If there is one
thing that unites the 80 year
old politician and the 44 year
old tactician, it is the scent
of power. Pawar has smelt it
for decades, Kishor has had
a whiff of it for the last few
years. So is there more to this
emerging partnership than
meets the eye?

Partly the speculation over
the Pawar-Kishor engagement
reflects the desperation inthe
anti-Modi camp to somehow
forge a challenge to Modi’s
supremacy in 2024 before its
too late. With the Congress
still unable to emerge out of
a political ICU and besieged
with self-destructive internal
divides, the prospect of a
‘third front’ is alluring to
the prime minister’s op-
ponents. A ‘third front’ is

trying to be the knight in
shining armour for the poor.
As far as my appointment is
concerned, please note that it
was endorsed by the Manag-
ing Committee vide its meet-
ing held on September 12,
2020 under Agenda 06.

It appears that Chyrmang
is a front for people who are
drumming up support by
raising frivolous issues to
bring a bad name to the RK
Mission and to gain con-
trol of its MC. Such people
have also moved court by
forwarding their version of
the Managing Committee
for the School. As the matter
is now sub- judice, wisdom
demands that the matter be
left to be considered by the
court of law- We request this
esteemed paper to allow the
law to take its own course
and notto publish letters that
are aimed at creating confu-
sion on various pretexts.

Yours etc.,

Amaresh Chakraborty HT
(i/c), RKM LP/UP
School, Umsohsun,

Via email

By Rajdeep Sardesai

a strange political animal
that keeps getting exhumed
just when it appears on the
verge of extinction. In the
mid-1990s, when a non-BJP,
non-Congress United Front
government was created, for-
mer prime minister VP Singh
who was an architect of this
model, remarked, “The third
front may seem undesirable
but it is inevitable.”

Singh’s one-liner was a
reflection of the turbulent
decade of the 1990s when
India saw halfa dozen prime
ministers and eight govern-
ments in office. This was a
period when the BJP was
slowly rising, as a national
party of significance and
the Congress was gradually
retreating. The vacuum was
filledby arange of ambitious
leaders and their jelly-like
political alliances that were

N
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forged out of a mix of anti-
BJPism or anti-Congress
sentiment or just rank op-
portunism. Today’s India
is vastly different, and has
less of an appetite for short-
lived governments, racked by
chaos and instability. Under
Modi’s leadership, the BJP is
now a dominant party that has
won two successive national
majorities while the Con-
gress has shrunk even further.
There is only one principle
pole in Indian politics that has
the cadre, the resources and
the machine to monopolise
the electoral system. Political
alignments in the foresee-
able future will therefore be
shaped by either pro or anti
Modi-BJP politics.

This is why the idea of
a cohesive third front is-a
non-starter in today’s saflron-
hued political milieu. What is
still a possibility, however, is
awider coalition of political
interests who are terrified at
the prospect of the country
becoming a single party,
one person democracy. As
the recent assembly elec-
tion results showed, the BJP
can still be challenged by

Victim of
a perverse
system

Editor,
. Fr Stan Swamy’s demise
has left a vacuum in the
lives of the downtrodden
and the oppressed. Fr Stan
fought all his life for the
marginalised and the under-
privileged. He died in the
most inhuman conditions
that expose travesty of
justice and an insensitive
system. He was put on a
horrific trial. It is agonis-
ing to learn that a very
old man suffering from
Parkinson’ disease was
denied even a straw, to
drink water. It is shocking
to know that the system
did not pay heed to the
fact that Fr Stan had severe
hearing problem, had been
operated on for hernia and
was suffering from frequent
abdominal pain. It is ironic
that courts which are sup-
posed to be the custodians

regional political forces that
exemplify cultural-linguistic
pride and refuse to be drawn
into the BJP’s homogenised
Hindutva nationalism em-
brace. It is bringing together
these forces on a platform
of regional assertiveness
that remains an attractive
option for the proponents
of a political alternative to
Modi Raj, not necessarily as
a pan-India federal front but
more as a ‘localised’ option
to the BJP.

This is however easier
said than done. In the first
instance, the regional parties
often have sharply conflicting
interests with their home turf
rivals. A Jagan Reddy and a
Chandrababu Naidu won't
break bread, the Trinamool
and the left will not share a
common dais, Akhilesh Ya-
dav and Mayawati have zero

Maharashtra but would the
party be similarly accommo-
dative and share space with
an Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi party in Delhi, Goa
or Punjab? Or is AAP still
viewed with suspicion and
hostility as a fierce competitor
for the Congress vote? Would
the Congress dare choose
between a Kejriwal and a
BJP as to who is their enemy
number one?

Moreover, there remains
the vexed question of who
will lead an opposition front
in a ‘national’ election. As
elections in amedia saturated
universe acquire apresidential
character, leadership becomes
central to making credible
political choices. In 2019
for example, a last minute
attempt to stitch together a
united opposition ran into a
roadblock with the Congress
pitching Rahul Gandhi a§ its
prime ministerial face. The
choice at the time before the
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chemistry. Regional satraps
often seek their worst en-
emies in their own backyard.
Other regional parties like
Naveen Patnaik’s Biju Janata
Dal or K Chandrashekhar
Rao’s Telangana Rashtra.
Samiti would also prefer a
Working relationship with a
strong Centre than get tied
into an ideological war with
the Modi government.

More crucially, no such
wider alliance can work at
a national level without the
Congress being an integral
pivot of it. Inthe 2019 elec-
tions, when the Congress
had its worst ever Lok Sabha
performance, it stillwon 19.5
percent vote share; the next
highest opposition party was
the DMK with four per cent
vote share. As the pragmatic
Pawar has acknowledged,
there can be no new opposi-
tion ‘front’without Congress
involvement. In effect, he is
calling on the Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi experiment to
be scaled up nationally, a dif-
ficult if not impossible task
given the ground realities.
The Congress is in govern-
ment with the Shiv Sena in

of justice, failed to un-
derstand the plight of an
old man. Even though his
health deteriorated day by
day, he was denied bail
or any sympathy.

He had to spend sev-
eral months in jail under
unproven charges. He was
robbed of his basic rights
of living. It exposes the
vengeful attitude of the
system. It is shocking to
know that even when his
end was near, he was still
on trial for medical bail. It
is a fact that Fr Stan’s de-
mise has brought disgrace
to a failed system. It has
left an indelible blot onan
insensitive and unsympa-
thetic system. The fact that
he boldly denied all the
imaginary charges levelled
against him brings a ray
of hope to the marginalised
and those deprived of their
rights.

The sufferings that Fr
Stan endured and his
tragic death expose the
ugly side of our laws. Fr
Stan’s detention and death

opposition was stark: wasthe
aimto try and defeatNarendra
Modi or accept Rahul Gandhi
astheir leader? In a sense, the
dilemma persists: does the
opposition wish to challenge
Modi in a presidential-style
race by projecting an indi-
vidual leader as his alternate
or else build state-wise coali-
tions across 543 constituen-
cies. Until this key question
is resolved, opposition unity
will remain elusive.

Post-script: While the op-
position struggles to come up
with a concerted strategy to
challenge Modi in 2024, there
is a more intriguing contest
ahead that may offer pointers
to the future. The Presidential
elections are scheduled for
July 2022 and here the num-
bers game could be tighter
depending on the outcome
of next year’s Uttar Pradesh
polls. While Pawar may have
given up on his prime minis-
terial ambitions, Rashtrapati
Bhavan could be a tantalizing
goal with Kishor as his advi-
sor. Watch this space.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesai52@gmail.
com)

has brought disgrace to the
entire nation and humanity.
Those who are responsible
for his sufferings and
death must be identified
and accountability must be
fixed. His death calls for
introspection. He could
not have imagined that he
would have to sacrifice his
life in the fight against in-
justice. In Fr Stan’s death a
martyr has epierged. Let’s
hope the tragic death of
Fr Stan changes the un-
sympathetic and insensitive
system. We need a system
that will never deny basic
human rights to common
citizens, a system that will
never threaten their exis-
tence by trapping them
with laws.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authftrs and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Village institutions
lead in Covid-19
response

By Gratia E Dkhar & Naphishisha Nongsiej

Meghalaya has managed
to avert high casualties in
the first Covid wave. But
the state that maintained
low positivity rate soon saw
a rapid surge in cases and
by April 29, 2021 the state
had registered a caseload of
16,617: The steep rise in in-
fection and deaths revealed
that the second Covid wave
would be more severe than
the first. This time around,
the disease began spreading
into the hinterland where
medical infrastructure is
scarce. Ofthe many villages
that had to bear the brunt
of the second wave was
Khweng, in Bhoirymbong
block, Ri Bhoi District.

The residents of Khweng
were coming to terms with
the loss oftwo oftheir elder-
ly knowledge holders, when
on April 29 they received
news of an attendee at one
ofthe funerals having tested
Covid positive. In about 14
days over 130 active cases
were registered, an alarming
surge for a village that has
only about 114 households,
indicating community trans-
mission. The Deputy Com-
missioner, Ri Bhoi had then
declared Khweng and the
adjacent village of Liarsluid
as a containrftent zone. With
many of the members ofthe
village Covid Committee
also testing positive, the two
villages immediately formed
a 10-member Joint Commit-
tee to tackle the virus.

With the high possibility
of community transmission,
the Committee working
closely with the Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC)
in Bhoirymbong requested
all householdsto self-isolate
themselves for a period as
determined by the health
department. The Commit-
tee made sure that correct
information related to the
virus, signs and symptoms,
precautions and manage-
ment were disseminated to
people. To avoid any panio,-
the Committee urgedits o
residents to dispel myths
and rumours received from
unvalidated sources. Daily
public announcements and
making regular rounds of
the village also came handy
in treating those showing
Covid symptoms.

Since widespread testing
was essential to monitor and
reduce viral transmission the
Covid Committee, together
with the CHC, organised a
point-of-care testing in an
open field in Liarsluid. The
high turn-out of villagers
from Khweng and Liarsluid
for the voluntary screening
helped in early identification
of the infected households.
Over 1000 community mem-
bers including adolescents
and children were part of
the screening. With frequent
testing and contact tracing,
identification of infected
individuals, secondary con-
tacts and isolation was made
possible. Secondary exposed
individuals were quarantined
before they could infect
others, thereby preventing
further onward transmission
ofthe virus.

The Covid infected indi-
viduals were advised home
quarantine due to lack of
designated care centres
and quarantine centre in
Bhoirymbong cluster. The
community hall was used as
a quarantine centre during
the first wave but was dis-
continued as it lacked basic
facilities and inadequate
financial support to main-
tain the centres. In some
cases, individual homes
were turned into quarantine
rooms and the unaffected
members were shifted to
homes of close relatives
who had tested negative.
Home quarantine proved
to be the biggest challenge
as most families lived in
shared accommodation with
limited rooms, using a com-
mon kitchen, bathroom and
toilet, making it impossible
to maintain social distance.
Though home quarantine has
helped in halting the spread
to other households in the
community, italso saw rapid
spread within households,
where in some cases all
family members of primary
contacts contracted the virus
within days.

To contain the spread,
a review meeting of North
East Slow Food and Agro-
biodiversity Society (NES-
FAS) was held with the
Covid Committee where it

was agreed that setting up
a quarantine facility was
imperative. NESFAS-REC
(Rural Electrification Cor-
poration) Foundation with
CHC supported the setting
up of quarantine centres at
the Khweng Community
Hall, Khweng Lower and
Primary School and the
Liarsluid LP School with
a total capacity of 40 beds.
Basic facilities like lighting,
beds, mosquito nets, water*,
sanitation and food were
arranged for the facility.
NESFAS provided the Com-
mittee with Personal Pro-
tective Equipment (PPEs).
Four portable oxygen con-
centrators were donated to
the CHC to address medical
emergencies. Random test-
ing was conducted where 18
new cases were reported and
were subsequently shifted
to the quarantine facility in
the presence Dr. T. Sutnga,
Medical and Health Officer,
CHC, Bhoirymbong. The
rate of positivity drastically
dropped Once the patients
were isolated in the quaran-
tine centre.

Declaring the area as a
containment zone coincided
with the sowing month,
*eaving the residents anxious
as they were dependent on
farming. Livelihood ac-
tivities were hampered and
food security was at risk.
Villagers were worried about
making ends meet. Totackle
this problem, the Committee
identified families likely to
be deeply affected by the
pandemic. Households inthe
community came forward
to support those vulner-
able families who have lost
their sources ofincome. The
MLA, Mr George B Lyn-
gdoh (Umroi Constituency),
the MDC, neighbouring
villages, well wishers and
organisations like World
Vision also extended sup-
portto the communities with
essential commodities that
helped house-holds tide py&F.
the period of confinement:
The MLAwas partofseveral
meetings of the Covid team
and the Health Department
that took key decisions for
managing the spread of the
pandemic.

All these efforts bore
fruit and the village was
restored to a green zone with
zero active case by June 8,
2021. The village recorded
a total of 137 cases and a
single casualty. Mr Anestar
Diengdoh, secretary of Kh-
weng and member of the
Covid Committee said that
the initial rise in number of
cases overwhelmed them
but the Covid Committee
was determined to win over
the virus and some of the
key decisions and measures
taken proved effective.

Recognising that the third
wave is looming the Covid
Committee whose efforts
were widely acknowledged
by the Deputy Commission-
erhas recommended aggres-
sive awareness campaigns
on vaccination to dispel
misinformation and rumours
which are the main cause of
vaccine hesitancy among
rural communities. Half
of the elderly population
(above 45 years) in Khweng
had received the vaccination
prior to the incident. It was
found that those who had
received the dose recovered
faster and displayed milder
symptoms. The Committee
also urged that every vil-
lage should be supported to
maintain a quarantine centre
as home isolation in many
households would be chal-
lenging and would contrib-
ute to uncontrollable surge
in COVID-19 cases.

Apart from efforts to
ramp up infrastructure at
the grassroots level the ex-
periences have demonstrated
the vulnerabilities of com-
munities to access adequate
food. This calls for house-
hblds and communities to
reflect and rethink measures
to strengthen their food se-
curity. This can begin with
inculcating the age old habit
ofsaving resources for emer-
gencies and to strengthen the
indigenous food system for
increased productivity.

(Gratia E Dkhar is a
Lead Associate, Agroecol-
ogy, NESFAS and can be
reached at gratia.nesfas@
gmail.com)

(Naphishisha Nongsiej is
Field Coordinator, NESFAS
and can be reachedat naphi.
nesfas@gmail.com)
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“We draw our strengthfrom the very
despair in which we have beenforced to live.

We shall endure. ”

— Cesar Chavez
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NDA focus on Covid, farms
TWO principal pushes have been announced at
the first meeting of the revamped Union Coun-
cil of Ministers on Thursday, namely to form
a Rs 23,123 crpre package to address serious
inadequacies in the health care sector and, two,
a promise to fanners that a budgeted Rs 1 lakh
crore infrastructure fund could be used via the
Agriculture Produce Market Committees (AP-
MCs) by way ofloans and interest waivers. Both
are major commitments.The package for the
health care sector would take care of require-
ments regarding additional creation of ICU
beds, medicines and manpower at a time when
a third wave of the pandemic is looming large.
The plans must be framed fast and implemen-
tation done in right earnest. Else, the purpose
of earmarking such a huge fund could remain
on paper and damage would already have been
inflicted on lives across the nation.

A lot of money has been injected into the
various sectors of the economy since March
last by way of multiple packages announced by
the Union Finance Ministry. Whether this has
helped the ordinary folks at the ground level
needs be ascertained. The usual practice here
is that the high and mighty with direct links
with the ruling establishment would pocket
such funds. Play of vested interests is such that
the common man will continue to groan under
the impact of seasonal tragedies that befall the
nation. Itis important thatthe government intro-
duces proper mechanisms to check and monitor
how the valuable funds and packages announced
for various sectors are being utilized and to what
extent the purposes are served.

The offer to farmers is with a view to helping
end the present farmers’agitation at the border
regions of Delhi. If farmers are provided with
more funds and facilities, they wiU.be fine. Af-
ter all, they produce our food with their sweat.
Some 80 per cent ofthose who are engaged in
agricultural production are small and medium
farmers. Care must principally go to them.
However, the affluent farmers from Punjab and
Haryana, the main beneficiaries of the Green
Revolution, are in the forefront of the ongoing
agitation demanding that the Modi government
fully withdraw the farm reform legislations
brought out last year in the form of the much-
awaited agricultural reforms.Farmers in other
states are not involved in the agitation in any
significant way. Some leftist outfits too are
fishing in the troubled waters. It is important
that funds from the Centre to the agriculture
sector should principally benefit the small and

medium farmers.

Letters to the Editor

Vax in
Meghalaya
lowest in the
Northeast

Editor,

A front-page story in the
Shillong Times, July 8,2021,
quoted a TV channel as
reporting that Meghalaya
has the poorest vaccination
record in the Northeast, but
that the figures were not
verified.

The table below takes
data from the CoWIN dash-
board of the Government
of India, updated as of July
8, 2021. It shows that the
percentage of fully vacci-
nated persons in our state is
indeed the lowest among the

Northeast states. The table
shows the percentage of
first and second doses in the
eligible population, whereas
the TV channel based some
of their percentages on the
entire population including
children.

If the percentage of vac-
cinated persons is calculated
for the entire population the
percentage figures in the
table will be about one-third
lower, as the percentage of
children in India is about
35%. The entire population
is used as the base figure if
one wishes to make an as-
sessment of herd immunity,
which is not the purpose of
the table provided here.

Some assumptions have
been made. The eligible pop-
ulation (18 years and older)
is based on the population

State Population in  Eligible pop'n in
lakhs lakhs (18 yrs+)

Sikkim 6.11 4.60

Tripura 42.0 27.3
Arunachal 15.9 10.4

Mizoram 12.6 8.50

Assam 360 234

Nagaland 23.0 15.0

Manipur 32.0 20.8
Meghalaya 34.0 22.0

India 13800 8970

Government. MLA. ADCs. Dorbar Shnong. & Community

Where’s the connection?

On Thursday the UNICEF
organised a meeting where
the Joint Secretary Health,
Government of India, Lav
Agarwal, briefed media per-
sonnel of India’s North East
on Covid 19 and its implica-
tion for the region. Agarwal
did nothide the reason for the
interface. Government of In-
dia is worried and rightly so
that while cases in the rest of
India have come down, inthe
North East infection rates are
high in most states and so too
the death rates. The question
is why this? Amongst other
reasons for the rise in infec-
tion, which is carelessness
about adopting Covid Ap-
propriate Behavior (CAB),
Agarwal also explained to
media personnel the reasons
for vaccine hesitancy - a
topic we are well aware of
and dealing with on a daily
basis. Reasons for vaccine
hesitancy can be attributed to
WhatsApp which has become
the source of all information
during the lockdown when
people have time on their
hands.

From stories about the
vaccine causing high mag-
netic flow to other social and
religious reasons people have
been fed with myths galore.
Those entrusted with coun-
tering this misinformation,
are, however not equipped
with social communication
skills. People are more in-
clined to listento a volunteer
or social communicator from
the village/locality that they
look up to and trust. With due
apologies to doctors, when
they communicate they do
so from a position of one
having superior knowledge
and can rarely come down
to the level of the common
person. That’s also because
doctors are not trained in
social communication which
isn’t so simple. Behavioral
change requires training in
behavioural science. Only
then can we understand what
triggers people’s mistrust of
a certain government policy
or government promoted
action such as vaccination.
Researchers will admit that
people will believe what
they want to believe and will
argue for that belieftill they
are blue in the face. This is
confirmation bias. There is
also fear ofthe vaccine reac-
tion and messages that the
vaccine would cause infer-
tility or cause death within
two years.

It would have been easier
to dispel myths and fears if
the Dorbar Shnong - the in-
stitution closest to the people
- were to take it upon them-
selves to convince people
to be vaccinated. But this is
only happening in some vil-
lages and localities and not in
others. The Dorbar Shnong
have always touted that they
work voluntarily (trei mon
sngewbha) and are not paid

pyramid of India, divided
along age ranges. The age
range in the standard pyra-
mid (ie 0-19 years), slightly
overlaps the eligibility age
for vaccination. The same
pyramid is assumed for all
states. Most available statis-
tics for the adult population
in Indiarefer to the age range
15-64 years, as planners and
economists use this to indi-
cate ‘working’ adults.

Once again, Meghalaya is
last. Butthis time the govern-
mentisnotto blame. Vaccine
refusal seems to be a factor.
The low figure for full vac-
cination pertains to the older
population, indicating that
hesitancy is higher among
the older age groups.

Yours etc.,
Glenn Kharkongor,

Via email

1st dose 2nd dose

taken % taken %

93 22

60 22

55 10

66 8

27 6

33 5

36 4

31 4

33 7

By Patricia Mukhim

for their work. Yetthey spend
quality time from the early
morning hours to announce to
their residents all the notifica-
tions released by the respec-
tive Deputy Commissioner
each day. They announce the
locations where vaccines are
to be given and also exhort
people to get vaccinated.
They remind residents about
Covid protocols and urge
them to maintain physical
distancing.

The only responsibility
that the Dorbar Shnong did
not take up this time when
the second wave hit the State
was to set up institutional
quarantine centres within
the Shnong for those test-
ing positive but are asymp-
tomatic and those returning

are the sources ofrevenue of
the Dorbar Shnong? Other
than what the residents pay
for services such as water
supply and garbage collec-
tion, residents dont pay any
taxes in the areas beyond the
Shillong municipality. The
taxes paid by residents within
a Municipality go to the
Government coffers and are
used to sustain the Municipal
boards.

The Dorbar Shnong
cannot access government
funds because they do not
tick the boxes that the PRIs
do. The PRIs are formally
elected, constitutional bod-
ies; the Dorbar Shnong do
not fall under any formal
constitutional framework.
In the Sixth Schedule of

“From stories about the vaccine causing high
magneticflow to other social and religious
reasons people have beenfed with myths
galore. Those entrusted with countering this
misinformation, are, however not equipped
with social communication skills. People are
more inclined to listen to a volunteer or social
communicatorfrom the village/locality that
they look up to and trust. ”

from Covid zones across
the country. Every returnee
should have been treated as a
potential carrier ofthe Covid
virus even if tested negative
at Umling. Considering it
takes about 48 hours for
the RT-PCR test results to
arrive, those testing Covid
positive would have already
spread the virus to their fam-
ily members and the friends
they meet. Ideally every re-
turnee should have been told
to goto aCorona Care Centre
to await the results and to
remain in that Centre for at
least 10 days. But this did
not happen because the edi-
fice of trust and cooperation
between the Dorbar Shnong
and the District Administra-
tion had eroded and there was
no one to repair that fracture
by the time the second wave
hitus. Andthis is the point of
contention here!

In the rest of the country
where the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) are in
place and elections to these
local bodies are regularly
conducted, they are empow-
ered to administer and man-
age the health centres at the
grass roots level amongst
other governance respon-
sibilities assigned to them.
The PRIs are also provided
with adequate funding for
developmentand administra-
tive responsibilities. That is
not the case with the Dorbar
Shnong although the office
bearers are also elected, al-
beit by voice vote. So what

Behdeinkhlam
festival amidst
Covid?

Editor,

Even while Covid 19
cases in Jaintia Hills are on
the rise, the Deputy Com-
missioner, West Jaintia Hills
still granted permission to
the Seifl Raij Jowai to con-
duct Behdeinkhlam festi-
val when all the religious
places, weddings, etc are
still restricted or closed.
For reasons best known to
him he even released an
order to close all the shops
in lawmusiang Jowai from
July 9, 2021 so as to enable
them to conduct the festival
smoothly. Shops selling es-
sential commodities are open
once a week for people to
buy essential commodities
but this week they have to
remain closed because of
the festival. | am not against
the Seifiraj or anyone but if
all other public, religious
and social functions are still
not allowed mainly to avoid
overcrowding and to limit
the spread of Covid 19 why
not Behdeinkhlam? The idea
of allowing 40 people from
each locality to participate
does not mean there will not
be overcrowding because
there are around 6 to 10
localities so 40x10=400 peo-
ple. Hence what's the point

the Constitution, the roles
and functions of the Dorbar'
Shnong are not spelt out.
Hence each Dorbar is guided
by its own Constitution and
no two Dorbar Shnong have
a similar Constitution. It is
to bring uniformity in the
functioning of the Dorbar.
Shnong that the Village Ad-
ministration Bill (VAB) was
framed by the District Coun-
cils. But whereas the VAB
of the Jaintia Hills District
Council was passed by the
Governor, that of the Khasi
Hills and Garo Hills District
Councils are still hanging fire
for reasons best known to
successive Governors. This
leaves the Dorbars in a limbo
and poses huge governance
bottlenecks.

The Dorbar Shnong be-
ing the go-to institution that
people rely on for most of
their needs and the only link
between the Governmentand
the people, a time has come
for the Centre to grant them
the same stature as PRIs. It
has to be noted that the Dis-
trict Councils do not fulfill
the role of a peoples’ institu-
tion because they have never
been able to mobilize isola-
tion/quarantine centres under
respective Dorbar Shnong.
The pandemic has revealed
the chinks in the armour.
The Dorbar Shnong must
realise that they are dealing
with modem problems and
drop that “traditional” word
before institution. The Dor-

of ordering a lockdown and
allowing essential shops to
openjust once aweek when
the Deputy Commissioner is
still granting permission to
the Sein Raij to organise this
Behdeinkhlam festival.

Yours etc.,.

Name withheld on request
Via email

End red-
tapism for
quick service
delivery

Editor

Even with the advent of
internet age, the government
public schemes are delayed in
reaching the beneficiaries in
urban and rural areas. Some-
times the schemes reach
after many years.The main
reasons are the traditional
age old infamous procedural
red-tapism, the irresponsibil-
ity, laziness, sluggishness,
procrastination of duty and
chronic absence from duty
by government employees
responsible for pushing files
in the secretariat, director-
ate, district and the block
levels. Because of similar
stumbling blocks the Chief
Minister ofour neighbouring
state; Assam, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, has specifically asked
the top officers of his state
from the rank of Secretary

bar Shnong is a governance
mechanism which can work
well if it coordinates with
the Block Development Of-
ficer (BDO), but as an equal
and not as subordinate of
the BDO. The BDO’s office
could be the connecting link
between the Dorbars and the
respective Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office.

The fact is also that the
Dorbar Shnong do not know
where exactly they figure in
the hierarchy of governance.
On the one hand they are
averse to being under the gov-
ernment; on the other hand
they are already implement-
ing the MNREGA scheme.
The Dorbar Shnong are also
notaccountable to any author-
ity. Although they derive
their mandate (sanad) from
the respective Syiems one has
never heard the Syiem calling
out a Dorbar Shnong for any
act of omission and commis-
sion. Ithas been thejudiciary
thathas pulled the reins onthe
arbitrary acts of some Dorbar
Shnong. So where exactly
do the Dorbar Shnong figure
in this governance hierarchy
because they also do not
want to be part of the District
Councils?

I am raising this topic
because we will be facing the
third Covid wave sooner than
later. Ifwe don’t have an ap-
proach to handling this wave
by providing institutional
quarantine centres under each
Dorbar Shnong which will
also create a system whereby
those under quarantine are
supervised, then we may have
high infection rates yet again.
The meals and the meal times
as also the ambience have to
be such that the inmates will
not want to escape from and
run home.

Let’s admit that the very
idea of ‘home quarantine’
was a fatal flawthat cannotbe
repeated. Institutional quaran-
tine which is partly payable
by the inmates is the way
forward. During the firstwave
some ofthe inmates at Corona
Care Centres called to say
that their lunch was served at
4 pm and their dinner close
to midnight. These faultlines
have to be addressed.

And what about the role
of the MLA as one of the
connecting pillars between
the people, the Dorbar and
the Government. Why didn’t
the MLAs come forward to
facilitate a system where all
those vested with authority by
the people sit acrossthe table
and discuss strategies to meet
the pandemic exigencies.
How the MLAs have dealt
with pandemic will determine
whether they are re-elected in
2023. So they better get busy
notjustproviding rations and
meals to their constituents but
also in ensuring that the insti-
tutions of governance .at all
levels are better connected.

level to the Chief Secretary
to jointly meet and devise
ways and means to remove
the impediments so that
the government can deliver
the various schemes to the
masses expeditiously and at
the shortest time possible, so
that the beneficiaries stand to
gain and development takes
place fast in the state.

Similarly, we here in Me-
ghalaya, have witnessed for
the last 49 years this archaic
monster of red-tapism and
similar stumbling blocks
standing in the way of fast-
paced development in our
state. We urge the present
MDA government under
the leadership of the NPP
to do away with the archaic
procedural practices, red-
tapism and other anti-speed
delivery systems. If these
ills are removed the pace of
development in the state will
speed up. How we long to
see this in our state befitting
the occasion of celebrat-
ing the Golden Jubilee of
Meghalaya’s statehood in
2023.

Yours etc.,

Philip Marwein,
Editor, Youth Today,
Via email
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Land of indigenous tribes
converted to reserved

forests in Manipur
By TS Haokip

Amidst the calamitous
onslaught of the second
wave of Covid-19 in the
state, where hundreds have
died, thousands have been
affected by the disease and
tens of thousands are strug-
gling to make ends meet
due to loss of livelihood,
the Manipur state govern-
ment has considered plant-
ing trees and landmarking
the so-called "Kanglatongbi
to Kangpokpi Forests re-
served" as an urgency above
all things.

Earlier, in 2020, the state
government had released an
order to declare the Koubru
range as a reserved area. In
May 2021, Manipur Forest,
Environment, and Climate
Change Minister, Awang-
bou Newmai asserted that
Mount Koubru falls under
the Kanglatongbi-Kangpok-
pi Reserved Forest which
was declared as Reserved
Forest in 1968 under the
Indian Forest Act, 1927.
Interestingly, the tribes in-
habiting the forest have no
knowledge of the said stat-
ute which was formulated
before Manipur attained its
statehood and before the Hill
Area Committee came into
existence.

All land belongs to state?

While attending *the
first mass tree plantation at
Mangjol village, Kangpokpi
District, the Manipur CM N
Biren Singh has been quoted
as saying, All lands belong
to the state government.' The
remark was made to justify
the boundary pillar instal-
lation of Kanglatongbi to
Kangpokpi reserved forest.
Going by the simple logic
thatthe Government belongs

refused an opportunity such
as the co-operation ofthe lo-
calpeople ifitsreal intention
is to resolve environmental
issues. Notably, the state
government had earlier in
November 2020, through its
Artand Culture Department
attempted to declare Mt.
Koubru and Mt. Thangjing
as sacred sites ofthe Hindus,
ignoring the sentiments of
other religions, especially
the local populace who prac-
ticed different religions.
Local Resistance
Ever since the Govern-
ment made its intention
clear of declaring Koubru
range as reserved forest in
2020, the local populace has
voiced their displeasure. The
committee on protection and
preservation of Mt. Koubru
(COPPK) and Sadar Hills
Chief Association (SAHI-
LCA) have fervently ap-
pealed to the Governmentto
respect the rights and privi-
leges of the forest dwellers.
"Despite our efforts to meet
on the issue for the past
months, the Chief Minister
hasturned ablind-eye till to-
day and, considering all the
above matters and to show
our strong resentment, we
unanimously declare to boy-
cott the mass tree plantation
and landmarking at Mount
Koubru range", a statement
of COPPK said.
Eviction of forest dwellers
Earlier, the Government
of Manipur is reported to
have mulled evicting more
than 700 places located
within KK Reserved and
many other places in differ-
ent reserved areas, taking
the year 1980 as a baseline.

“Earlier, the Government of Manipur is
reported to have mulled evicting more than
700 places located within KK Reserved and

many other places in different reserved areas,
taking theyear 1980 as a baseline. The move,
if.itmaterializes anytime m thefuture, wilLbez
aperilous step that is ignorant ofthe presence
ofunregistered villages before the areas were
declared as reservedforests.

to the people, his remarks
only strengthen the view that
land belongs to people. What
the Manipur Government
failed to acknowledge is the
land ownership rights ofthe
Kuki tribes. It is worthwhile
to ask, "Who owned the land
before Manipur was formed;
before India gained indepen-
dence, and before the British
came?'

Whose land is it anyway?

The Kukis have a clear
history of them living free-
ly in their ancestral lands.
That they have fought the
British in the Anglo- Kuki
war 1917-1919 in defense
of their ancestral land and
freedom is well documented
and acknowledged world-
wide. Ironically, the state
government had declared
a restricted state holiday in
acknowledgement of the
centennial commemoration
ofthe Anglo Kuki war, also
known as the Kuki Rising/
Kuki Rebellion.

Till today, there is no
formal agreement between
the Kukis and the govern-
ment after the British left
India, with regards to their
ancestral land. It is however
understandable that since
the ancestral lands of the
Kukis politically fall under
India and Myanmar, they
will be Subjected to the laws
of the respective countries.
But to disregard their in-
terests and proclaim their
ancestral lands without any
consideration and consulta-
tions whatsoever is highly
authoritarian and does not
augur well for a state gov-
ernment in a democratic
country which should adopt
people-centric approach of
governance.

The hidden agenda

The Government had
earlier stated environmen-
tal concerns as the reason
for the need to declare Re-
served forests in Koubru
and Thangjing ranges. Local
CSOs have more than once
solicited the kind attention
ofthe government to discuss
and chalk out an amicable so-
lution to the highly delicate
issue. It is not understood
as to how the government

The move, if it materializes
anytime in the future, will
be a perilous step that is
ignorant of the presence of
unregistered villages before
the areas were declared as
reserved forests. It will be
a misadventure on the part
of the government to not
acknowledge the fact that
the tribesmen did not feel the
need to register themselves
or their lands. They were
unaware ofthe land registra-
tion process then and have
been moving freely in then-
ancestral land. Prohibiting
their occupations and order-
ingthemto vacate their lands
by citing the chronology of
the registration oftheir habi-
tat will be a clear violation
ofthe "The Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers' (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006.'
The Road Ahead

Itistime, the Government
ofManipur is reminded that
they represent both the hills
and valley. It must respect
the constitutional safeguards
of the hill tribes enshrined
by the Constitution and the
various acts. The continued
attempts to demarcate the
lands of indigenous tribes
into reserve land/forest will
only alienate the already
deprived and marginalised
tribes in the state.

To ensure inclusive de-
velopment, Government of
Manipur should also review
its policy of instituting all
infrastructure of importance
in the valley and reserving
the hills to cater to its en-
vironmental concerns and
obligations. While India is
contemplating an inclusive
idea that is considerate to
the concerns of SC/STs, the
recent move ofthe Manipur
government has deeply af-
fected the faith and trust of
the Hill tribes in the sys-
tem.

The Government will
have to rethink its poli-
cies and approach to prove
people wrong about the
infamous notion it enjoys -
of being biased, harsh, and
inconsiderate towards the
hill tribes.
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Vaccination conundrum

THE Union Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare (MoHFW) is very concerned with the
growing Covid infection rate in the North
Eastern states. When the numbers in the rest of
the country have fallen and the lockdown has
been eased even in states like Delhi, where the
numbers were very high in April-May this year,
the growing Covid cases in the eight states is
worrying. The Ministry has reached out to media
persons to disseminate the message ofadopting
Covid Appropriate Behaviour (CAB) which is
essentially masking (double or triple layer),
physical distancing and hand hygiene. But the
worry for the North eastern states, particularly
the tribal dominated areas is their vaccine hesi-
tancy. It appears that people are more inclined to
believe social media messages particularly those
coming via WhatsApp. And if the messages
come from the western world, then people'tend
to take them as gospel, even if these emanate
from conspiracy theorists.

A large chunk of Christians, not necessarily
from the mainline churches but from radical
Christian groups have openly defied the gov-
ernment exhortations to be vaccinated. Several
groups have stated that as citizens of a democ-
racy they have the right to choose not to be
vaccinated. In this case the rights of a few not
to be vaccinated militates against the rights of
others not to be infected by those who refuse
the vaccine. There are those who argue that if
the vaccine is effective then why do those who
are vaccinated still carry the risk of contract-
ing Covid and infecting others. Such skeptics
abound despite the statistics which show that
those who are vaccinated suffer from less serious
consequences from Covid and might not need

hospitalization.

But one message thattroubles many is that the
vaccine causes infertility. For atribal society that
believes inprocreation as a reason for being bom
into this earth any intervention that threatens
to disrupt that process is taken very seriously.
Another fear created by conspiracy theorists is
that people would die within two years oftaking
the vaccine. As far as Meghalaya is concerned,
the Health Department has done all within its
power to dispel the myths around the vaccine.
In fact, the DHS and his cohorts are almost
exasperated by the vaccine resistance. Perhaps
one missing link is the pro-active involvement of
the Dorbar Shnong in this exercise. The Dorbar
Shnong have away ofcommunicating with their
people in their own dialects which has an imme-
diate connect. The Government would do well
to involve the Dorbar Shnong in this important
exercise of social messaging.

SLetters to the Kditor

Public concerns
versus political

motives

Editor,

The dumping of waste at
Marten has brought about
a series of chain reactions
with the Seng Samla Mawlai
Pyllun (SSMP) being sternly
vocal about the issue. The
SSMP also has threatened
to go on agitation and to
close down the Marten ifthe
mismanagement isnot effec-
tively tackled. We all know
that Marten is the only waste
dumping site in Shillong, a
site where wastes from all
parts of Shillong especially
the urban areas are disposed
of. It wouldn’t be wrong to
say that people do go around
dumping wastes at Umshyrpi
river too but collection of
waste done by the SMB is
disposed of at Marten.

Marten is an area situated
closely alongside residential
areas and along the stretch of
the highway from Shillong
to Guwahati. There have
been numerous complaints
from residents around the
area of the strong stench
emanating from this site, a
smell that can cause a series
of illnesses if not checked
properly. During summer
times when the monsoon
and rains hit the city, the
wastes also flow down to
the Umiam river. Time and
again voices were echoing,
requesting the Urban Affairs
Department and the Minister
concerned, Sniawbhalang
Dhar to look into ways to

effectively manage the dis-
posal ofwaste at this site as
it will pose a serious threat
to the people and livelihoods
around. But sadly, all these
voices and laments were not
given attention to.
Following the recent
events of this mismanage-
ment ofwaste disposal where
the waste from Jowai is being
dumped at Marten, it seems
the Seng SamlaMawlai Pyl-
lunwere able to convince the
Minister of Urban Affairs,
Sniawbhalang Dhar to carry
out an inspection ofboth the
biomedical waste and solid
waste management plants
at Mawlai. The minister
also stated that the govern-
ment and the department
concerned is going on in full
swing to identify new landfill
sites. | don’t really know
how much ofthat is true and
how much ofitis a facade. It
is however interesting to see
how far thiswill go and how
fruitful it will be.
Ironically, it makes me
wonderwhy don’t concerned
ministers take up neces-
sary action when needed?
It seems they almost every
time require a wake-up call,
like some kind of warning
or sign of protest to make
them get up from their chairs
and take up requisite steps.
Issues like the mismanage-
ment of waste disposal at
Marten are not something
new as the debate has been
going on for a really long
time now. For the concerned
authority/department, and
the minister, this shouldn’t
be a new subject for debate
as | am sure they have been

Intellectual Property
Rights and the Covid jab

By Brave Well Mawthoh

Itis atremendous achieve-
ment in the history ofhuman-
kind that within one year
since the beginning of the
pandemic, scientists across
different countries have come
up with several vaccines to
combat the coronavirus pan-
demic. However, vaccines
are unevenly manufactured
and distributed worldwide,
with the rich and vaccine
manufacturing countries in-
oculating a significant per-
centage of their population.
In contrast, people of low
and middle-income countries
(LMICs) could not access
these vaccines and other
related medical products.
As a result, they have been
haplessly gazing and wait-
ing in the queue to receive
their share of the vaccines.
Recently with the backing of
the US, the demand to tem-
porarily remove intellectual
property (IP) protection and
patent rights on coronavirus
vaccines has gained steady
momentum. The European
Union and numerous coun-
tries have also joined in
reconsidering their decision
to waive IP protections and
patents on coronavirus vac-
cines.

The demand was initially
put forward by India and
South Africa to WTO in
October 2020 to waive intel-
lectual property rights (IPRSs)
on vaccines, therapeutics and
other allied medical supplies
required to fight against the
coronavirus pandemic. They
argued that LMICs might
also have adequate access
to the vaccines by waiving
IP protections and patents.
More than 100 developing
countries have supported this
proposal. France and Russia
have also abetted the waiving
of IP protections and patents
on vaccines. However, the
manufacturing of vaccines
is exclusively -and predomi-
nantly control©3' by few big
firms located in high-income
countries (HICs). As aresult,
there is a substantial gap in
the number of vaccines,re-
ceived by LMICs and HICs.
Earlier, most HICs such as
the UK, US, Hungary, and
the EU have rejected this
move, insisting that waiving
IP protections and patents
will harm competitiveness
since intellectual property
rights and patent rights drive
innovations, research, and
development. They also dis-
agreed that IP protection and
patents act as a constraint in
the manufacturing, supply
chain and distribution of the
vaccines. The WTO is likely
to take up the matter in its
next ministerial conference
in November this year. Typi-

well aware of the situation
and the scenario. Then why
is it that it takes a series of
agitations, pleas, and threats
for something to be taken an
action upon? Couldn’t the
minister in charge, Sniawb-
halang not have carried out
the inspection sooner before
itbecame a serious issue that
has caused so much of a stir
to even lead to the closure of
Marten if things are not set
straight? Or is there some-
thing behind the statement
of the minister concerned?
Maybe it’sjust a face-saving
device. Or maybe some-
thing bigger - an act to get
rewarded with something

else, perhaps which could .

be just exactly what he is
eyeing for.

Yours etc.,

Maitshaphrang Khongwir

Shillong -8

Disqualification
for floor-crossing

Editor,

Floor crossing in Indian
politics has become almost
a daily affair. But the issue
ofdisqualificationofamem-
ber who is elected from one
party and then switches over
to another party has not been
resolved as yet. The deci-
sion to disqualify an elected
member of the opposition
party when he crosses overto
the ruling party immediately
after election has to be taken
by the Speaker ofthe Assem-
bly. Speakers are generally
elected from amongst ruling
party MLASs as a tradition
and by the majority strength
held by the ruling party.

cally, WTO makes decisions
through consensus, and vot-
ing is infrequent.

Only a few countries such
as the US, China and India
haye administered the maxi-
mum number ofdosesto their
citizens. India being a coun-
try with an enormouspopula-
tion, has vaccinated less than
14.7% ofits populace. Nearly
a dozen countries have suc-
ceeded in fully vaccinating
more than 50% oftheir mass-
es. However, the vaccination
drive worldwide is biased,
with HICs vaccinating a
more significant percentage
of their population. Some of
these countries, such as the
US, also hoard vaccines in
large quantities more than
their required capacity. Many
LMICsreceived a petty share
or could not have access to
these vaccines. Therefore,
advanced countries should
shift their excess doses to
counfries in desperate need
ofVaccines. The coronavirus
situation is significantly more
acute in many Asian and
African countries. There are
incidences ofunder-reporting
of the number of cases and
death tolls. Aremarkably few
percentages of its population
have vaccinated against the
coronavirus. The shortage
arises because the produc-
tion and distribution of the
vaccines are managed only
by few colossal firms located
in a few HICs. Many ofthem
have engaged in a bilat-
eral contract with these firms
placing orders in bulk.

Several agencies and
countries belonging to HIC
groups have sponsored these
firms in the initial stages of
research and development.
Hence, these countries impel
firms to meet the demand
made by them first. However,
since they are yet to.fijjfil the
order placed by most HICs,
they cannot carry out the or-
ders and distribution of vac-
cines set by LMICs. Many
developing countries hinge
on supply fromrich countries
since they cannot produce
the vaccines independently.
By waiving IP protections
and patents on vaccines, it
will permit manufacturing
by countries such as Canada,
South Korea and Bangladesh
who have expressed their in-
tention. Itwill enable manu-
facturers in middle-income
countries to enter the race and
speed up the production on a
large scale and ensure even
distribution ofthe vaccines to
all nations. Itwill also ensure
that all countries get access
to the necessary vaccines
vital to fighting the corona-

The Indian political history
has enough evidence that
most of the Speakers who
are supposed to be impartial
and neutral, cannot afford
to be disloyal to their party.
Consequently, Speakers in
practically all the states have
been seen to flounder and
dilly-dally on the issue of
their decision for initiating
action in cases of disqualifi-
cation of an elected member
of an opposition party who
joined the ruling party soon
after the elections.

Finally, the membership
of such turncoats remains
qualified by manipulating
theirsitting position and they
even get prized-posts from
the ruling party for obvious
reasons of gaining political
mileage. In order to establish
their impartiality the Speaker
truly needs to make the right
decision and act within a
definite time period to cancel
the membership of a mem-
ber, from any other political
party, who intends to cross
over to the ruling party after
getting elected.

By their floor-crossing,
power-crazy turncoat poli-
ticians are playing dirty
games and this act of theirs
indirectly supported by the
Speaker, at the behest of the
ruling dispensation, and is
unfair and unethical. Osten-
sibly in the garb of loyalty
to their party the Speakers
in collaboration with the
ruling party are flouting the
enshrined Articles of the
Constitution and the acts
therein and bringing huge
infamy not only to the fram-

virus. Thus, we can combat
the virus and overcome the
devastation caused by it in a
shorter period.

Earlier, many HICs have
challenged the proposal say-
ing that waiving patent on
vaccines may impede re-
search and development on
vaccines in the future, which
is vital to innovations. Lead-
ing pharmaceutical vaccine
manufacturers also opposed
the move, asserting that
waiving patent on vaccines
is not the solution. The real
challenge which may impact
vaccines supply, according to
them, include trade barriers,
bottlenecks in supply chains,
scarcity of raw materials
and ingredients in the sup-
ply chains and hesitancy on
the part of the rich countries
to share the vaccines with
poorer countries. In addition,
there is a scarcity of raw
materials, which hinder the
production process. Experts
also claimed that removing
patents on the vaccines may
instead be detrimental. Also,
there are likelihoods that
manufacturers may compro-
mise on the safety and quality
standards of the vaccines in
a rush to produce them in
large quantities. They argued
that manufacturers in LMICs
might not have the required
know-how and technology.
They may not have the es-
sential raw materials to make
the vaccines even ifthere isa
patentwaiver. Earlier, several
countries, like the US with
the required raw materials,
controlled their supply using
the American Defence Pro-
duction Act. It has affected
countries like India which
depend on the US for raw
materials.

There are many otherways
for vaccine manufacturers in
LMICs to boost the vaccine
supply. They may do so by
voluntary licenses, contract
manufacturing and proactive
technology transfers. In the
case of a voluntary license,
a patent-holding company
will give authorisation to a
generic company. The patent
holder company will moni-
tor the quality and safety of
the vaccines and also their
supply. In contract manu-
facturing, the patent holder
company will hire a contract
manufacturer. Like in the
case of a voluntary license,
the patent holder company
will monitor the quality and
safety ofthe vaccines. In case
of technology transfer, the
patent holder company will
share the knowledge, skills,
expertise, and technology
and know-how to a company

ers ofthe Indian Constitution
but also getting tarnished
themselves by deviating
from their neutral position
as has been enshrined in the
Constitution.

It is therefore necessary to
list out more specifically the
duties and responsibilities
of the Speaker by suitable
amendment ofArticle 178 of
the Constitution through the
joint efforts of the Ministry
of Law & Law Commis-
sion of India with active
involvement ofthe Election
Commission of India. How-
ever to protect the right ofa
politician to change his/her
party it may be necessary
to fix a time period during
which an MLA after winning
an election from the banner
of an opposition political
party will not be allowed to
cross-over to the ruling party.
A six-month period after
completion of the election
process might be neces-
sary so that if any elected
member belonging to one
party wants to leave his/her
party and join another party
before the 6 month period he/
she will have to resign from
the post of MLA and seek
re-election. This needs to be
made mandatory.

Moreover, after winning
an election from a particular
political party, the individual
crossing the floor immedi-
ately constitutes a crass be-
trayal of the electorate who
reposed their confidence on
a candidate representing the
political party oftheir choice
and with their support. The
validity ofthe election result

in LMICs to ensure that the
vaccines are accessible and
constantly monitor their pro-
duction.

Countries can also produce
vaccines under the WTO’s
TRIPS flexibilities via com-
pulsory licensing, enabling
LMICs to issue compulsory
licenses to vaccine manu-
facturers to produce them
for domestic uses without
the permission of the patent
holder company. The LMICs
can also collectively purchase
the patent rights from these
vaccine producing firms and
use them to rapidly increase
the supply of vaccines and
supply them equitably to all
countries across the world.
In all these cases, they should
financially recompense vac-
cine manufacturing firms for
acknowledging their efforts
and encouraging them to in-
vest in research and develop-
ment in the future. Itwill also
lessen the risk of investment
in the research and develop-
ment ofvaccines, thus assur-
ing investment stability in
research and investment in
vaccines and other medicinal
products. Many countries,
including India, have already
produced the vaccines using
either one or some of these
alternatives.

The temporary waiving of
intellectual property rights
is not only the answer to
speed up vaccines supply The
waiver may not help ramp
up the production of vac-
cines because many LMICs
may not have the produc-
tion capacity. Also, the vac-
cine manufacturers cannot
meet the global demand in
a short span. Hence, what is
required is a global proactive
co-action, collaboration and
collective responsibility. The
vaccine manufacturers and
government ofdifferent coun-
tries should work together.ta
ensure that vaccines supplies
are ramped up and atthe same
time ensure that safety and
quality standards are main-
tained. They need to identify
manufacturers in LMICs who
can produce and collectively
work to meet global demands
and ensure equitable access to
vaccines for all. We should
approach this race oframping
up vaccine production as a
global fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic. The world
will swiftly emerge out ofthis
pandemic only when enough
vaccines are available and
all countries have vaccinated
their population fully within
a shorter span.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor, Don Bosco Col-
lege, Tura: Email bravewell.
mawthoh@gmail.com)

ofsuch a turncoat should be
immediately rescinded and
made null and void. Such
individuals who cross floor
andjoin the ruling party after
winning elections shall have
to seek re-election from,the
same constituency. The Rep-
resentation of Peoples’ Act,
1951 may also be amended
for incorporation of neces-
sary provisions as being
suggested.

It would be imprudent to
leave the decision of can-
celling the membership of
an elected member who
migrates to the ruling party
immediately after getting
elected in the hands of the
Speakers alone because of
their habit of procrastinating
while deciding on such an
important issue in the con-
text of the political history
of our country.

In fact, there should be
a law that once an elected
member leaves his party
immediately after election
he has to resign from his post
as member ofthe legislative
assembly simultaneously
without exception. Other-
wise the democratic system
of holding elections would
lose its sanctity and would
render the peoples’mandate
meaningless!

Yours etc.,

Samares Bandyopadhyay
Advocate, KolkataHigh Court

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Union cabinet rejig

Focus

shifts

to states

By Insaf

A failed Central strategy
has shifted New Delhi’s
focus on to the States both
on tackling the pandemic
and future of BJP on ensu-
ing Assembly elections. This
could be one of many inter-
pretations being given to the
Cabinet reshuffle undertaken
Thursday last. Undeniably,
the Modi team failed miser-
ably in damage control viz
second wave of Covid and
therefore the axe fell on
key ministers. But whether
those handpicked now will
be able to make amends,
is a big question. Fighting
Covid together appears now
a strategy of the new Health
Minister. In the first Cabinet
meeting, Rs 23,000 crores
package for emergency re-
sponse to Covid-19 was an-
nounced to be used “jointly
by both Central and State
governments” (Centre will
provide Rs 15,000 crore,
States will spend Rs 8,123
crore) after ‘detailed con-
sultation’ with States. The
package includes creation
of paediatric j-----------------

units in allfROUND THE STATES

736 districts,’
installation of 1,050 lig-
uid medical oxygen storage
tanks etc. Perhaps, it means
better preparation for the
3rd wave or at least ensure
its not a catastrophe and the
blame doesn’t land on Delhi
alone. The other focus is on
States going to polls—2022.
Selection of ministers show
the highest number, seven,
are from UP, where Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath is
under fire, taking the number
to 16, three from Gujarat,
one each from Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Manipur. All States, where
BJP must ensure it retains
cfijitrod, Indeed, there’s mpre,
than meets the eye.
Complacency in NE?
North East is giving
North Block a cause for
worry. Statistics reveal that
as many as 45 of 73 dis-
tricts, which reported over
10% Covid-19 positivity'
rate in the past one week
were from there. Clearly, the
complacency ofthe virus not
reaching this region, like the
rest of the country wouldn’t
work. Thus, on Wednesday
last, Home Secretary held
a meeting with top officials
from the eight States and
asked them to adhere to
MHA’s five-fold strategy of
Test-Track-Treat-Vaccinate
and COVID appropriate
behaviour, as laid out this
June-end. Plus, they were
advised to strictly monitor
the situation at district/city
level and consider imposing
restrictions in a calibrated
manner. While it may be
not on the tourist list as
Uttarakhand, it would do
well to pay heed to the hill
State’s High Court direc-
tive asking the government
to control their inflow and
review its decision to relax
the weekend lockdown. The
two-judge bench took into
account media reports of
the hill stations being, in-
undated with' tourists every
weekend and warned that
tourists could be carriers
of the Delta Plus Covid-19
variant! Remember a stitch
in time saves nine.
BJP’s Bengal Concern
The growing discord
amongst its leaders in West
Bengal continues to rattle the
BJP. How many will cross
overto rival TMC? More so
with the latest resignation
of its MP Saumitra Khan
from the post of state youth
wing chief on Wednesday
last. While he didn’t cite
any reason, the BJYM chief
did use the Facebook to hit
out at Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari accusing
him of trying to take credit
for all the achievements the
saffron camp has made as
well as the State BJP Presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh saying he
didn’t comprehend half the
things. While he claimed
he wouldn't leave the BJP,
which he joined in 2018
from TMC, the timing is
interesting. It coincides with
reports that some BJP MPs

from the State may be made
MoS in Cabinet reshuffle.
Well, he wasn’t one of the
four that Modi picked, all
first time MPs-Shantanu
Thakur, NisithPramanik,
John Barla and Subhas
Sarkar! The move may not
only halt leaders from join-
ing the TMC but give hope
to others that,there are re-
wards for good performance.
Equally important is tfie fact
that the choice appears to fix
caste equations before 2024,
General Election—3 ofthe 4
belong to SC/ST communi-
ties. Be that as it may, the
big fight is a long way off
and rivalry between the old
and new loyalists may sim-
mer. But BJP believes inwell
begin is half done.
Uttarakhand CM Jinx

Uttarakhand seemsto give
the BJP arecord ofsorts. It’s
third Chief Minister in just
four months! Indeed, the
State going to the polls next
year has the party worried.
Notjust the infighting within
the party but fading possibil-
ity of Tirath
Singh Ra-

e wat getting

elected to the Assembly by
September, made New Delhi
install anew ChiefMinister,
Pushkar Singh Dhami. He is
said to be close to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, is
just 45 years old, a two-time
MLA and was formerly OSD
to CM Koshiyari. While Ra-
wat is the one who proposed
his name among nearly half-
a-dozen other MLAs, the big
question is how long will he
last. Tirath resigned after
just 114 days in the seat,
mired in controversies with
the public upset over some
of his statements, such as
against ripped jeans as well
as criticising his predecessor”
Trivendra’s policies, which
included trying to restrict
the gathering at the Kumbh.
mela, which costhim hisjob.
However, the reason given
is a constitutional crisis has
emerged with uncertainty
over the Election Commis-
sion giving permission to
hold a by-poll for Rawat to
be elected to the Assembly in
these Covid times. For one,
the Congress doesn’t buy it
and uses the opportunity to
mock the frequent change
in guard: BJP's high drama
in Dehradun is an insult
to people of Uttarakhand.
Modi had promised to give a
double-engine government,
but the State only received
different ChiefMinisters and
no development! With less
than ayear for polls, expect-
ing miracles from Dhami
will be atall order.
Humiliation For Tipplers!

KeralaHigh Court comes
to the aid of tipplers! Over-
crowding and long queues
outside state-run Beverages
Corporation's (BEVCO)
outlets amid the pandemic
is not done. On Thursday
last, it asked BEVCO’s MD
and State excise commis-
sionerto file areport on steps
taken to reduce the crowd.
Importantly, it noted: “When
customers line up in front of
liquor shops and spill over
to public spaces and roads,
it certainly is an affront to
the dignity of a society as
a whole. As far as the cus-
tomer is concerned, he is put
to agreat amount of humili-
ation, which he is forced to
endure because thesale of li-
quor isvirtually a monopoly
at the hands of Bevco.” He
directed sufficient facilities
be given to customers so
they can make their choice
of purchase of liquor in a
civilised manner like any
other commodity. The aim of
the court, he explained was
not to find faultbutto ensure
a nagging problem that the
State has been facing for
the past several years be re-
solved in the most effective
manner. Will this help in the
long run? It may not be so
simple in God’s own coun-
try, for ‘health being more
important than revenue,’ is
a fact that the government,
like all others, will choose
to overlook! —INFA
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By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe

he lockdown has been hard
I in many ways with travel-
lers itching to get out and
explore again. This pause has led
us to reflect on our impact on the
environment and local communi-
ties for when we do start taking
trips again. According to Book-
ing.com's.2021 Sustainable Travel
Report, 88 percent of respondents
revealed that it has encouraged
them to travel more sustainably in
the future and 75 percent of Indian
travellers believe that people have
to act now to save the planet for
future generations.

Luckily, making sustainable
choices has become easier and
more affordable than one expects.
There are many simple ways we
can limit our environmental im-
pact, and better support and engage
with local communities during our
upcoming trips. To help make it
easier for everyone to travel more
sustainably, Booking.com shares
7 handy tips to create a positive
impact on your next trip, when it
is safe to do so again.

Choose a sustainable
accommodation option

Picking a more sustainable place
to stay for your next trip is a great
place to start — and it doesn't
necessarily mean spending a lot of
money. There are plenty of sustain-
able options for every budget and
taste. In fact, 98 per cent of Indian
travellers from say that they want
to stay in a sustainable accommo-
dation in the upcoming year. One
of the easiest ways to confidently
book a more sustainable property
is to check and see if it has an es-
tablished eco-label or third-party
sustainability certification. There
are numerous, reputable third-party
sustainability certifications that
properties can work towards and
achieve.

Get off the beaten track
The pandemic has influenced
72 per cent of Indian travellers to
avoid popular destinations and at-
tractions to ensure they aren't con-
tributing to overcrowding. Being

mindful when choosing your next
trip can help reduce over tourism,
which can be a major issue for
fragile environments, ecosystems
and local communities. Consider
travelling to lesser-known desti-
nations or a location just outside
a busy sightseeing area. Alterna-
tively travel during off-peak sea-
sons when there are fewer other
visitors.

Bye Bye, plastic!

Limiting single-use plastic is
arguably one of the greatest envi-
ronmental challenges we face. With
an estimated 91 percent of plastic
not being recycled, most of it ends
up either in the ocean or landfills.
Many properties have taken numer-
ous steps to either reduce or elimi-
nate single-use plastics from their
operations, but travellers can also
take simple steps like using reus-
able water bottles instead of buy-
ing plastic bottles of water while
on vacation or packing your own
reusable toiletry bottles with your
favourite products from home. An
alternative to single-use plastic are
steel water bottles which are more

Chocolate Heaven!

By Puja Gupta

id you know that your fa-
vourite chocolate brands
like Nestle, Lindt, Toble-

from this beautifully diverse coun-

try are famous across the world for

a few reasons. Here they are:

SWEET HISTORY

The nation has a long history
of excellence in chocolate mak-
ing that goes back 200 years when
Francois-Louis Cailler opened
the first mechanized chocolate
factory in Vevey in 1819. He put
into practice all the tricks he'd
learnt as a trainee in Ticino with
Italian chocolatiers. That was the
start of Switzerland's love affair
with chocolate that continues even
today with local chocolatiers still
using traditional recipes handed
down from generations. Though the
Swiss chocolate industry is founded
on tradition, it is always looking to
break new ground which is one of
the secrets of its success. In 1887,
after many attempts, the Swiss
chocolatier Daniel Peter, created
the original formula for what was
to become the first successful milk
chocolate in the entire world. Peter
called his product, "Gala" from the
Greek, which means, "from the
milk". Before this, Chocolate was
not considered a delicacy. It was
more of a nourishing and medici-
nal food because of its bitter taste.
Apart from this, the Swiss have
taught confectioners several new
and important techniques like tem-
pering of chocolate and conching
to texture and flavour the chocolate
that creates a melt-in-the-mouth
experience.

PASSIONATE
CHOCOLATIERS
Last year, one of the oldest
Swiss chocolatiers in the world
— Lindt, launched the 'Home of

Chocolate’ in Zurich. This 65,000
sq. ft, three-floor, multi-functional
museum space dedicated only to
chocolate, is devoted to the history
and production of one of Switzer-
land's most delectable exports.
The space also houses the world's
largest 'Chocolate Fountain' which
stands tall at 9m at the®entrance of
the building, as well as the world's
largest Lindt chocolate shop, a
Lindt cafe, and a Lindt Chocola-
teria for people who like to make
their own chocolate creations. An
ode to chocoholic's world over,
this chocolate haven is yet another
reason why we all need to add Swit-
erland to our travel bucket lists!

rone are all Swiss? Chocofates

CHOCOLATE TOURS

Across Switzerland, travellers
can experience different chocolate
tasting tours in Zurich, Bern and
Basel. One of the more unique and
fun chocolate tours takes guests
through Lavaux. On this route,
travellers can go on a hike to learn
more about the history ofthis sweet
temptation while also savouring
the delights of Grand Cru pralines
en-route! One can also head to the
Funky Chocolate Club in Interlak-
en to discover the art of chocolate
making. The Club provides visi-
tors with aprons, a chefs hat and
all the ingredients needed to step
into the shoes of areal chocolatier
and create a personalized Choco
masterpiece!

In addition to the tours, the
Montreux-Berner Oberland railway
has dedicated a whole train to the
world's most irresistible tempta-
tion. The Chocolate train runs
between Montreux and the Cailler-
Nestle chocolate factory at Broc
and is a 'must-do' for those who
want to satiate the 'sweet tooth' as
well as for the railway and travel
enthusiasts. With such an abun-
dance of chocolate available across
the country, it is not difficult to
imagine that the Swiss are the big-
gest consumers of chocolate than
any other nation in the world. They
eat a record Ilkgs of chocolate a
year! No wonder then that they are
a happy lot. Chocolate is known to
have extremely soothing properties
and is a known brain stimulator. So,
the best thing to take your mind off
morbid news and thoughts these
days would be to grab a bar of
Swiss chocolate, uplift your spirit
and relax! (IANSlife)

durable and can be used for years.
This .will not only reduce your
consumption on holiday but you
can also bring it home with you —
helping you become more sustain-
able in your day-to-day life.

Give back to the community

When planning activities for
your trip, look for tour companies
that give back to and empower the
local community, and also engage
in ethical tourism practices. Ac-
cording to Booking.corn's recent
report* respect for the local com-
munity is high on the list of Indian
travellers with 74 percent wanting
to have authentic experiences that
are representative of the local
culture when they travel, and 91
percent mentioning that increas-
ing cultural understanding and
preservation of cultural heritage
is crucial. By supporting these
companies’, local communities can
directly and equally benefit from
the travel industry.

Pick up rubbish when you leave

A good rule of-thumb for trav-
elling more sustainably, is to try

he Indian railways authorities
have initiated the process to
give permission digitally

and leave the places you visit bet-
ter than when you found them. A
simple way to do this is to pick up
a,discarded item of rubbish that
isn't yours when you leave- a small
but important step in taking care of
our environment. And every action
counts — just picking up one piece
of plastic on a beach means one less
piece ending up in the sea.

Buy locally

When you travel, one of the best
ways to support the local economy
and limit your carbon footprint is
to shop locally and eat food from
street vendors or restaurants that
use sustainably sourced produce.
Avoid eating at popular fast-food
chains that usially import produce
from all across the globe and eat
in local restaurants that likely
use local produce instead. And if
you're cooking for yourself, try to
purchase from local markets, too-
This is also in line with the Indjan
traveller sentiment where 74 per-
cent of Indian travellers want to
have authentic experiences that are
representative o/ the local culture
when they travel.

keen to undertake film shooting
either using the toy train or railway
premises in DHR can now apply

to make films and documentadigine without physically coming

on Darjeeling Himalayan Railway
(DHR), aUNESCO World Heritage
site, which is also known across the
world for its fascinating journey
through the hills of Himalayas in
narrow gauge toy trains.

Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) Chief Public Relations Offi-
cer (CPRO) Subhanan Chanda said
that the decision of online process
of scrutinisiny applications and to
give permission in a digital mode
was taken to facilitate and encour-
age making more films on DHR,
which was included in the World
Heritage Site list in 1999.

He said that before the new on-
line initiative, officials of the film
production houses or documentary
film makers from different parts
of the country and abroad had to
come physically several times to
NFR headquarters in Maligaon near
Guwabhati before finally going to
Darjeeling for shooting.

"Sometimes they had to resched-
ule apre-fixed shooting programme
also. In order to mitigate the issue,
the NFR has now provided a link
in their official website (https://nfr.
indianrailways.gov.in/).

"Any film producer or enthusiast
from any part of India and abroad

to the shooting sites or NFR of-
fices," Chanda told IANS.

"Film producers can also deposit
the requisite fees required to be
submitted before undertaking the
shooting online. Fees are required
if the shooting is to be done for
commercial purposes and there
will be no charges if the shooting
is to be undertaken for non-com-
mercial, academic and awareness
purposes.”

The new system would facili-
tate the filmmakers of India and
other countries to plan for shooting
within a much shorter time period
than earlier, the CPRO said adding
that as the entire process can also
be monitored by the applicant, it
brings about transparency and ease
of doing business with railways.

Giving details of filming in
DHR, the official said that over
the decades, shooting of a large
number of Bollywood, Tollywood
and other Indian states films was
done in Darjeeling areas.

Some of the famous Bollywood
films which were shot in Darjeel-
ing include Jab Pyaar Kisi Se Hota
Hai (1961), China Town (1962),
Aradhana (1969), Raju Ban Gaya
Gentleman (1992), Parineeta

Bring good habits
with you on vacation

Many are already conscious at
home about turning off the lights
when we are not using them, or
being careful about when and how
high we use the air-cortditioning.
However, 59 percent of Indian
travellers believe it's harder to
make sustainable choices on vaca-
tion. A sustainable first step could
be as simple as remembering to
carry those mindful habits from
home along when you travel. While
switching over to LED light fix-
tures or having keycard controlled
power in the room aren't things

you can control as a guest, travel-
lers can ensure they switch off the
lights when they step out of their
room, reuse their towels or forego
daily linen changes and being more
mindful of the length of the show-
ers they take.

No matter whether you're already
a superstar sustainable traveller or
just looking for a few tips to be a
little more mindfuj during your
next trip, there is always a next step
to take. This can ultimately make
travel that's truly beneficial to the
planet, the places we love to visit
and the people who live there, the
norm. (IANSlife)

Toy

train

digital

(2005), Barfi (2012) and Jagga
Jasoos (2017).

"Lots of short films and televi-
sion serials were shot in DHR over
the decades. In January this year, a
documentary film on Nobel laure-
ate Mother Teresa was also shot
on-board a toy train from Siliguri
junction to Kurseong," the NFR
official said.

He said that although the com-
plete section of DHR is a cherished
location for shooting of films and
documentaries, some of the most
preferred locations on DHR are
Batasia Loop, Agony Point, Ghoom
Station, Darjeeling station, Mah-
ananda Wildlife Sanctuary between
Sukna and Rongtong stations.

Attracting tourists from all over
the world who don't want to miss
the mesmerising romance of the

toy train ride through the hills
criss-crossing the Hill Cart road,
the DHR also helped people to earn
money for their livelihood.

Chanda said that the World Heri-
tage Committee of UNESCO, at its
23rd session held at Marrakesh in
Morocco on December 5, 1999, de-
cided to inscribe DHR on its World
Heritage Site list.

Work on the narrow gauge DHR,
which covers 88 km from West
Bengal's New Jalpaiguri to Darjeel-
ing, was completed between 1879
and 1881.

The NFR, one among the 17 rail-
way zones in India, operates fully
and partially in six of the eight
northeastern states, excluding Me-
ghalaya and Sikkim, and in seven
districts of West Bengal and five
districts of north Bihar. (IANS)
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upriya Prasad’s directo-
rial debut Portraitofa Willow
Woman is all setto be screened
at the 18th
in Stuttgart, Germany. The film
is also competing for the coveted
German Star of India Award.

The film will be screening in Eu-
rope’s largest Indian film Festival
- Indian Film Festival of Stuttgart,
Germany. The event will take place
from July 21-25 virtually in the
wake of the pandemic.

The film describes the life of
Deeptimoni Hajong, an old indig-
enous woman from Meghalaya who
lives without remorse and- clings
to traditional healing practices,
beliefs and spirituality. Memories
and myths that have been passed
on through generations are made
accessible to the present and what
began for the filmmaker as a search
for Deeptimoni leaves her longing
for more. Three different languages
have been used in the film namely
Garo, Koch and Bengali.

“lI met a woman (the protagonist
of the film) in my hometown in
Meghalaya. | was baffled to see
a wrinkled vegetable seller frol-
icking like a 20-year-old at my
doorstep. Upon asking, | learnt
that she was 82-year-old and her
name was Deeptimoni. The thought
of this woman kept lingering even
when | came back to Bombay. It
kept irking me for a year. | wanted
to know more — about her life
and her home. After a year, | went
back home when a producer was
intrigued after hearing my story.
I went back clueless — 1 had no
idea about her home. All | knew
was her village name. So, when

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Indian Film Festival

all my family members thought |
was going crazy after this woman,
I finally convinced them to allow
to me go in search of her and they
finally gave in. I somehow believpd
that I'd find her. Going from door
to door, | finally found her and
she recognized me too. | could not
control my tears after all I've been
dreaming about it for a year now,”
Supriya said.

“She was an ordinary woman
whose death wouldn’t have af-
fected anyone. And for me that

‘Star - Gazing’

became an urge to capture her
story because for me she was no
ordinary. Capturing her life was the
only way to keep her alive- and to
keep alive the memories of many
strangers whom we wish to meet
but we couldn’t.

“Before picking up the camera,
I wasn’t sure if | could shoot and
direct it all by myself without any
training or experience. As until this
film, | had never operated even a
dlsr. But the urge to tell the story
outweighed my inhibitions. | was
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Mercury semi square Uranus on your solar return chart and it will give you mixed
results. Financial position will remain stable but you will have to work hard. Keep
an eye on your expenses. You will have to put extra efforts in your new task. Be
practical and stop dreaming. You will put your best efforts to complete your tasks.
You will receive help from friends and family members. New job offers win come.
You will also plan to get married. Your family will support you. You will feel more
emotional and bonding towards your family. Students will get positive results.
Being close to experienced people will prove to be extremely helpful and
beneficial. Your love life will be fantastic. You will plan to go on a date with your
lover. You will be appreciated for some of your works. You will increase your work
potential and capabilities.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

t—i

It is a very satisfying week. Your dignity will be high. You will
make progress in your job. Your business will flourish and
prosper. Your work will gain momentum. Your task will be
completed quickly and smoothly. Your peers and bosses wil
support you. This is the time to enjoy quality time with your
friends. You will also become busy in fun and entertaining
activities. You will have financial gains. Your time is very favor-
able. You will take decisions with your intelligence and pa-
tience. Students will spend their time learning something new.
You will complete all your tasks with cooperation of colleagues.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

*1 * %

It is a peaceful week. You will.be successful in completing all your
tasks before their due dates. You will also receive inspiration for
new tasks. You will have new ideas and they will get executed.
Your financial position is going to be good. And you will be busy
in shopping. Some pleasant encounter can lead to a romantic
affair leading to marriage. The atmosphere at home will be
good. You will be tensed about your children's future but you
need to take it easy. There will be joy and cheer in family ties.
There will be betterment in your destiny. You will receive happi-
ness and support from others.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

*, f will prove your imaginative skills to everyone. Talking to a
U b number of people will be fruitful for your business. You will also.
JIfvk behave well with others. You will also spare time for your family

You will have a favorable week. Your dreams will get fulfilled and
you will get your desired things. There will be an atmosphere of
bliss and joy all around in your family. Your creative capabilities

and have fun, relaxation and entertainment. You will feel happy
and receive profits. You will listen to people's problems and also
try to help them. You will implement new ideas to expand your
business. You will also buy new things for your household. With
your attention and concentration something positive will come
out for you.

Cancer. (June 22 - July 22)

Your earnings will rise. But your expenses too will increase.
During this time your health will be in a better condition. But you
will have to tackle problems even at your workplace. You will do
well in your business/job without any troubles. You will have fun
with shopping. The latter part of the week is going to be wonder-
ful. There will be a miraculous change to your behavior and
personality problems that ha) been going on for a long time will
get resolved. Despite several attempts your enemies will not be
able to cause any harm to you. You will have good time with your
brothers. You will also enjoy wonderful bonding with your mate.
Your bosses will expect a lot from you. You may receive and set
some tough targets for yourself.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)
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Itis a extremely fruitful week. You will make progress in your job.
You will receive materialistic pleasure. You will also give impor-
tance to your favorite tasks. You will also make plans to visit your
closed ones. Your financial position will get better. Those who
are in jobs will get bonus. You will also make plans to repair or
renovate your house. You wili have good romantic life. Your
partner will be a source of pleasure for you. You will also get your
money back that was given to someone. You will spend this time
leisurely. You will also spend this time in fun and entertainment.
You will share burden of your work well. The time will be spent
swiftly. You will be in a comfortable position. Your financial
situation will become stable. You will share happiness and joy

with your friends.

Virao' (August 24- September 22)

[
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You will be full of fun and excitement this week. You will be able
to fulfill your desires. You will also spend your time with your
loved ones. In order to reduce the pressure and stress of your
pb, you may take a short break to visit some picnic spot near you.
You will also be able to fulfill your wishes. These are extremely
favorable days. The star of your destiny will start sparkling. You

will also get a promotion in your job. You will be ahead of others
in teims of knowledge. You wili keep working hard. Your health
will get better. You will meet people nicely and also cany out your
duties well. You will be ready to accept any kind of challenge.
And rise to the occasion.

Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)

It is a wonderful week for you. You will have favorable days. You
will manage to keep your family happy and fulfill their material
needs. Your physical health will be very good. You will also try
to keep your bosses and colleagues satisfied with your hard
work and dedication. You will have good financial gains. You
will also keep a positive approach towards life. Your woik will get
done with ease. You can buy some gifts for your dear ones.
Youth/students will be on the lookout for various alternatives in
career. Beware of interfering in other people's matters. You wH
also perform some noble deeds.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

You will work with a lot of dedication and bring about a better-
ment in your work. You will be inclined towards spirituality too.
This will bring you happiness, and spiritual peace. You will also
bring about a betterment in your work. And will not rest till your
work is complete. You will also enjoy good relation with your
partner. And will spend quality time with your family. Love mates
will have a wonderful time. You will have the desire to move
ahead in life. You will also be good at making contacts with
people. Students will achieve success through their haid work.
They will get admission in college/institute of their choice. Small
problems will keep cropping up in your mind. Your hands will
remain tied in monetary matters.

Sagittarius:) November 23 - December 23)

It is going to be a exceptional week in all aspects. You will have
financial gains. You will also spend with open hands. Your time
will be spent happily. You also need to keep your anger under
control. You will work with lot of dedication and your image in the
eyes of others will improve. Spring will return to the life of married
persons. You will also make tour of nearby places. You will also
fulfill your responsibility well. You will experience mental peace.
You will also decorate your house. Loye mates will have a
amazing time. You will share good bonding with your mate. You
will get sudden gains. Your efforts will also bear fruits. You wil
meet people with the same thinking. You will also remain busy in
sports and entertainment. You need to be careful about your
diet. You will be tired of hard work.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

A dispute that was going for a long time will get resolved. You will
undertake a business journey with gains. Your popularity will
rise at your workplace. You will be appreciated for your contri-
butions in society and work place. Your opponents will be active,
but will not be able to face you. You will fulfill your family respon-
sibility very well. The time is in your favor. You will also receive
money that was struck somewhere. You will also develop close
affinity with a person known to you. You will also enhance your
knowledge. Someone may try to spoil your name and complaint
against you to higher authorities.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

The beginning of the week will start with money inflow. Couples
will have cordial relations. Those who are single will plan to get
married. The family will receive some good news. You will also
be able to establish yourself in office with your hard woik. There
will be plans to expand your business. Your financial position is
good. There will be peaceful atmosphere and calmness at
home. Everyone will take advice from you. You will have a feeling
of dedication. Your struggle in career will come to an end. You
will get success. Your boss will be happy with your performance.
There will be extra pressure at woik and that will affect your
family life. Do not let your objective get out of sight. It may affect

* your earnings.
(February 19 - March 20)

All your worries will get over. Your boss will adopt a helpful
attitude towards you. He will praise your work and you will
become enthusiastic about it. Your meetings with an influential
person will open the doois of progress for you. Your romantic life
is going to be good. You could be promoted in your job. Your
business will prosper and flourish. You will have some relief from
pain and chronic diseases. If you control your extravagance,
you will be able to save good amount and can invest. You will feel
like going on a pilgrimage with your family. You will get much
needed emotional support. Your time will be spent in reading
knowledge enhancing literature. You will remain healthy and fit.

adamant to tell the story and so |
just went with the flow. And my
cinematographer friend, Rachit
Pandey helped me with the basics
of camera before | went to shoot.
And my producer, Aditya Kripalani
encouraged me that | could do it
and he showed immense faith in
me. Also, Film and Television In-
stitute gave me the confidence to
make this film as it introduced me
to the world cinema when | was a
part of screenwriting course at Film
and Television Institute before
shooting this documentary. | want
to thank my patient editor, Joydip
Das who spent several months
editing it. I’m thankful to my pro-
ducers Aditya kripalani and Sweta
Chhabria Kripalan and everyone
whom | met along this journey.

“This film has been my film
school in every way arid taught
me so much about filmmaking -
direction, camera, sound etc. and
I’m still learning every day. It has
given me the confidence to tell my
stories and erased my inhibitions.
I now know that | want to write
stories and direct it myself. And
for anyone who wants to pursue
filmmaking, the best thing is just to
pick up a camera, shoot something
and edit it.

“With the film selection at In-
dian Film Festival Stuttgart, Ger-
many my parents have finally been
able to make sense out of it. And it
has instilled hope in me,” Supriya
signed off.

(Supriya Prasad was born
and brought up in Tura and is
currently pursuing filmmaking
in Mumbai)

Philip:

A tale

of contrasts

his is the story of Prince

Philip, the late Duke of Edin-

burgh — the longest-serving
consort to the longest-reigning
sovereign in British history. It is
an extraordinary story, told with
unique insight and author-
ity by Gyles Brandreth, a
multi-talented author who
knew the prince for more
than 40 years.

Philip — elusive, com-
plex, controversial, chal-
lenging, often humorous,
sometimes irascible — is
the man Elizabeth Il once
described as her "constant
strength and guide".

Who was he? What was
he really like? What is the
truth about those ‘gaffes' and
the rumours of affairs? This
is the final portrait of an
unexpected and often much-
misunderstood figure. It is
also the portrait of aremark-
able marriage that endured
for more than 70 years.

Philip and Elizabeth were
both royal by birth, both
great-great-grandchildren
of Queen Victoria, but, in
temperament and upbring-
ing, they were two very different
people.

The Queen's childhood was
loving and secure, the Duke's was
turbulent; his grandfather assas-
sinated, his father arrested, his
family exiled, his parents separated
when he was only ten.

Elizabeth and Philip met as
cousins in the 1930s. They married
in 1947, aged 21 and 26.

"Philip: The Final Portrait"
(Hodder & Stoughton) tells the
story of two contrasting lives,
assesses the Duke of Edinburgh's
character and achievement, and
explores the nature of his relation-
ships with his wife, his children
and their families — and with the
press and public and those at court
who were suspicious of him in the
early days.

This is £ powerful, revealing
and, ultimately, moving account of

a long life and a remarkable royal
partnership.

Gyles Brandreth is a writer,
performer, former MP and Govern-
ment Whip, now Chancellor of the
University of Chester and probably
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best known these days as a reporter
on BBClI's The One $how and hav-
ing been aregular on Radio 4's Just
a Minute. On TV he has featured
on Have | Got News For You, Ql,
Room 101, Countdown, and This is
Your Life. As ajournalist he writes
for the Telegraph and Daily Mail
and is a columnist for The Oldie.

The founder of the National
Scrabble Championships, his books
about words and language include
four best-sellers, "The Joy of Lex",
"Word Play", "Have You Eaten
Grandma?" and "Dancing by the
Light of the Moon".

His novels include seven Vic-
torian murder mysteries featuring
Oscar Wilde as his detective and
he has published two volumes of
diaries and two acclaimed royal
biographies. In 2020 he published
"The Oxford Book of Theatrical
Anecdotes"”. (IANS)

Make a career In
population studies

By Ranjan K Baruah

e must know that it took
hundreds of thousands of
years for the world popu-

lation to grow to 1 billion - then

in just another 200 years or so, it
grew sevenfold. In 2011, the global
population reached the 7 billion
mark, and today, it stands at about
7.7 billion, and it's expected to
grow to around 8.5 billion in 2030,
9-7 billion in 2050, and 10.9 bil-
lion in 2100.

This dramatic growth has been
driven largely by increasing num-
bers of people surviving to repro-
ductive. age, and has been accom-
panied by major changes in fertility
rates, increasing urbanization and
accelerating migration. These
trends will have far-reaching im-
plications for generations to come.
The recent past has seen enormous
changes in fertility rates and life
expectancy. In the early 1970s,
women had on average 4.5 children
each; by 2015, total fertility for
the world had fallen to below 2.5
children per woman. Meanwhile,
average global life spans have
risen, from 64.6 years in the early
1990s to 72.6 years in 2019.

In addition, the world is seeing
high levels of urbanization and
accelerating migration. 2007 was
the first year in which more people
lived in urban areas than in rural
areas, and by 2050 about 66 per
cent of the world population will
be living in cities. All these bring
more challenges ahead of us. We
are aware that 11th July is observed
as World Population Day to gen-
erate awareness and raise issues
related to population worldwide.

Let us explore career avenues
related to population and what
aspirants may choose as their area
of study if they want to work re-
lated to population matters. Well,
demography is the statistical study
of populations, especially human
beings. As a very general science,
it can analyze any kind of dynamic
living population, i.e., one that
changes over time or space. De-
mography encompasses the study
of the size, structure, and distri-

bution of these populations, and
spatial or temporal changes in them
in response to birth, migration, ag-
ing, and death.

Courses are popularly known
as population sciences or studies.
Population Science is a research
discipline that looks for having a
transitional brunt on public health
and clinical practice through the re-
duction in disease risk, incidence,
and death as well as improved ex-
cellence of life for all individuals.
Population Science looks across
the entire spectrum of factors that
can impact health outcomes. These
health factors include the realms
of health care,’individual health
behaviours, environmental fac-
tors, social and economic factors,
policies, and genetic determinants
of health. Researchers in the field
of Population Science come from
various disciplines, such as Public
Health, Medicine, Pharmacy, Eco-
nomics, Demography, and Urban
Planning.

Students’ after completing their
graduation may specialise in popu-
lation studies which are available
as M Sc or M A courses in differ-
ent universities. Courses includes
M.A./M.Sc Programme in Popula-
tion Studies, Master of Science
in Biostatistics and Demography,
M aster of Population Studies
(MPS), Master of Philosophy

(M.Phil.) in Population Studies,
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in
Population Studies, Master of
Population Studies (MPS) (Dis-
tance Learning), Post Doctoral
Fellowship (P.D.F.), Diploma
in Health Promotion Education
(DHPE), etc.

Apart from full time courses
there are some short term courses
like diplomas or certificates pro-
gramme apart from short term
training programme. One of the
best institutes to study these cours-
es is Indian Institute of Population
Sciences (UPS). There are scopes
in India as we have many activities
carried out for the population of
India. From surveys to activities
these subjects bring scopes for
young people to work related to
population. Aspirants may get jobs
in government departments, re-
search institutes or developmental
organisations after finishing their
courses related to population stud-
ies and United Nations agencies
like the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA). Apart from the
academic qualifications one must
possess employability skills to be
successful when it comes to career
with population.

(The author is a career mentor
and skill trainer and can be reached
at 8473943734 or bkranjan@ gmail.
com)
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There isjoy in work. There is no
happiness except in the realization that we
have accomplished something.

— Henry Ford
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UP shows the way

AT a time when the Modi government and state
after state vacillated for a year and a half in
the name of Covid pandemic, shut offices and
engagingly set in a holiday mood across the
nation, the Uttar Pradesh government of Yogi
Adityanath is scripting a different tale. The state
has come up with a population policy. Short of
effecting a legal bar on excessive procreation, it
sends out the right signals to the society at large.
Uttar Pradesh is the fourth largest in land area
and carries with it the largest population size.
Its population per square kilometre is about 850
against a national average 0f450. This isposing
serious problems —even after the bifurcation
of the northern UP districts and formation of
the Uttarakhand state in the Year 2000. The
population policy aims to deny several rights to
those who do not conform to family planning
norms. Members of such families cannot hold
any elected post and cannot get government
jobs, among other proposed curbs.

Prima facie, the new policy may be inter-
preted by some quarters as part ofthe Hindutva
brigade’s penchant to target Muslims or cause
discomfiture to them. As a matter of fact, large
numbers of Muslim families are reticent about
such planning at home. This has been a normal
practice for them for ages and this is happening
across the geographical spectrum and across
continents. Yet, notably, large segments of the
educated among this community too are ignor-
ing diktats from mullas, realizing the ill effects
of large family size and limiting child births.
Other than for well-offfamilies, proper upbring-
ing of children is not an easy task. In Japan as
also in European nations, the social trend now
is not only against procreation but also against
marriage. People want to have a free life and be
done with it. Even in China, this trend is catching
Up in Shanghai and elsewhere as hiring a space
for a family life is unaffordable. India, tied to
its old traditions, is a different ball game. Many
Hindu families too are not giving due regard to
family planning norms arid there are large-scale
procreations. Chinabroughtrules halfa century
ago to limit the number of children for a couple
to one, to start with, and later to two. Now,
faced with a geriatric population bulge, and
factories requiring hands, it is liberalizing the
scene. Serving national interests is important.
It's as important as taking care of our personal
interests. UP shows the way.

( Letters to the Kditor

When will
Meghalaya

open up?

Editor,

The second Covid wave
has receded from most parts
ofthe country, except a few
regions, Meghalaya being
one of them. Despite severe
lockdowns and restrictions
for over two months, it is
not immediately clear how
our state is still seeing 400
to 500 daily cases. In pursuit
oftransparency, | requestthe
Health Department to shed
light on the current situation
instead of merely supplying
daily statistics. What are
the sources of infection for
the cases over the past few
weeks? How many cases are
.attributable to new entrants to
the state, and their contacts?
Is contact tracing and micro-
containment not adequate
to control the spread? Are
there any specific activities
that correlate strongly to the
continued spread - based on
rational scientific analysis? It
would greatly help the public
to know how these cases are
coming up consistently, so
that we may take adequate
preventive measures.

With regards to the ongo-
ing vaccination efforts, it is
an indisputable fact that we
are unlikely to see complete
normalcy without mass vac-
cination. With slow vaccina-
tion progress, the entire state
is likely to be under extended
restrictions for the upcoming
months, if not years - unless
things change! Given the
vaccine hesitation, the gov-

ernment should disseminate
daily data on the percentage’
ofvaccinated persons (either
partial or complete) with
regards to the new cases,
hospitalisations and deaths.
This should help the public at
large make informed choices
based on the probabilities
of Covid consequences for
each vaccination status. At
some point the government
should be decisive enough
to remove most intra-state
restrictions and allow the
non-vaccinated citizens to
deal with the consequences,
if any, of their own choice -
rather than continue with re-
strictions that severely affect
the lives of ALL common
citizens, including the vac-
cinated segments. | fsomeone
can decide for themselves as
per the law on vaccination,
then why does the govern-
ment have to play such a
protective parental role on
behalfofadult citizens? Give
people freedom and let them
handle the responsibilities of
freedom - this notion is the
very essence of a sovereign
democracy, and the govern-
ment is requested to respect
this.

At this point, with vac-
cines available to the willing,
no one in the state will have
a strong base to criticise the
government for covid con-
sequences if restrictions are
lowered - hence this must be
considered strongly.

Lastly, the government
is requested to evaluate spe-
cific targeted restrictions
to combat Covid instead of
freedom-crippling measures.
The new restrictions ofnight
curfews and Sunday curfews

The lost kingdom

More often than not, the
internet and social media in
particular are being blamed
for generating many ills in
the society including spread-
ing of fake news, but some-
times interesting and worth-
while things also happen
on these sites. Internet and
social media could also be
an interesting place because
a lot of good things happen
in different platforms. For
those who use the medium
seriously, it is not only a
mean for information sharing
but more importantly a place
to learn for one who desires
knowledge. Sometimes the
information exchange on
social media platforms could
lead to discovery of new
truths and wisdom.

For so long no serious
study was done on the Jafitia
kingdom and the history of
the monarchy has been lost
except for folk stories that
have been told by the hills
people of Jafitia. All along
the assumption especially
by the hills people was that
since the kingdom belongs to
them, only they know about
it. The assumption was that
the subjects from the plains
belts ofthe country have very
little or no information about
the greatness ofthe kingdom.'
Butrecently rather unexpect-
edly, the gap between the
hills and plains portion ofthe
erstwhile Jafitiakingdom was
bridged.

In the last few months
three articles about the Ja-
fitia kingdom which were
aptly titled “Jaintia: The
story of the lost kingdom”
was shared on Facebook
by people from Jaintiapur,
Bangladesh. The three posts
have drawn the interest of
many who live on both sides
ofthe India-Bangladesh bor-
der. The write-ups, originally
written in Bengali by Asif
Ajhar was translated to Eng-
lish by Faisal Khonglah who
are themselves residents of
Jafitiapur. And the fact that
one is a Khasi” ,and another
is a non-Khasialdescendant
of the people who live in
Jafitiapur make the incident
more interesting.

The posts have broughtto
light the truth about the Jafitia
kingdom, which was later
ruled by more than 20 kings
of (Khasia/Jayanteah) Pnar
descent for more than 200
years. The kingdom accord-
ing to the post, comprises 18
regions in the plains and the
12 elakas headed by the Da-
lois who are representatives
of the king in the hills. This
is also in accordance with the
common perception amongst
the highlanders that theirs is

are ashotinthe dark. Is there
a verifiable connection be-
tween Covid spread and night
time hours? Would these
curfews curtail Covid spread
ifthe markets and businesses
are allowed to open across
the other six days of the
week? Is the government
acting in the best interests of
its citizens when it constantly
adds blanket restrictions?
Even with vaccination be-
ing freely available - when
will this lockdown state of
life end?

These are questions we all
have to ponder upon as we
sit locked up in our houses
during the upcoming curfew
hours and days.

Yours etc.,
Joe Lyngdoh,
Via email

HIKAI -a
headache for
teachers

Editor,

My son brags about our
download speed and tells
me that he downloaded a
game from Steam and the
max downloading speed was
25Mbps! | am astounded
by this and think deeply
about his life and compare
it to the life of our maid
servant’s daughter who goes
to a state government school
in Police Bazar. Our maid
has a monthly income of
Rs 15000 out of which she
has to educate her child and
also look after the family.
She is a widow and the only
income source for her family.
Her husband passed away in
2018 and since then she is

By HHMohrmen

the land ofthe 12 Daloi orthe
twelve chieftains. Interest-
ingly the hill region is also
traditionally called as (ka Ri
Khadar Daloi) the land ofthe
12 chieftains.

According to the story
from the hills portion of
the kingdom, the Sutnga
kings invaded a kingdom in
the plains and expanded its
dominion to the area. There
were references about the
long history of the king-
dom in the chronicles of the
Ahom kings which was later
compiled (in Assamese) into
a separate volume by Prof.
S.K. Bhuyan and called “The
Jayantia Buranji”. Other
neighbouring kingdoms also
have records about the Jafitia
kingdom in their chronicles.
Many references about the,
kingdom were also made by
British officers and visitors

to the kingdom at different
points oftime.

But the major source of
information about the king-
dom could be found in books
like “The History of Jaintia”
written in by SM Ali and
published from Dacca in
1954. Other books which
include one by Shadap-Sen
Namita Catherine “The or-
igin and early history of
the Khasi-Synteng people,”
which was her PhD thesis
was published from Calcutta
in 1981. Another book which
mention extensively about
the kingdom is “The His-
tory and culture of the Khasi
people” written by Hamlet
Bareh Ngap Kynta and pub-
lished by Spectrum Publi-
cation, Guwahati (2016).
Recently N.G Rhodes &
S.K. Bose published another
book which brought to light
the numismatic history of
the kingdom in a book titled,
“The coinage of Jaintiapur”
(January 2010). Perhaps the

the sole earning member for
the family.

A ‘Device Availability
Survey’ conducted by the
Ministry for Education re-
vealed that only 2.51% of
government school students
had access to a computer or
a laptop. Students having
tablets are confined to 0.89%
and smart-phones with in-
ternet connection to 47.98%
while 10.42% ofthe students
have access to a smartphone
without internet connection.

Now with these insights
let me come to our beloved
Shillong and talk about the
sorry state it is in because
of this digital divide. In this
specific school, that my maid
servant’s daughter attends,
teachers and students are
compelled to utilize an inter-
net learning gateway called
HIKAI by the school man-
agement of Ramakrishna
Mission, Cherrapunji. Having
gone through the interface of
HIKAI, | find it admirable.
The interface is at par with
online learning portals used
in schools and universities
abroad. Thete are resources
which teachers can update
and ask the students to read
and study; there are drop-
boxes assigned to each stu-
dent for them to submit their
assignments which only the
teacher has access to and then
grades them accordingly.

However, there is a huge
gap in the execution of the
learning gateway What the
administration needs to un-
derstand is that students at-
tending this school are not
at all from an economically
strong background. They all
do not have stable internet

Jafitia kings are the only
kings amongst the Khasi Pnar
tribe who had issued coins.
The Facebook post has
evoked much interest in the
history of the lost kingdom
amongst the people who
live in the Khasi and Jafi-
tia hills region. Many have
sought more information
about the kingdom and were
surprised that they were not
aware of this very important
part of history. The same
has also created a lot of
interest amongst the people
of Jafitiapur in Bangladesh
and most of them are plains
people or non-Khasia.
There are considerable
amount ofevidence aboutthe
approximately three hundred
glorious reigns of the Jafitia
kings over the plain and the
hills portion of the kingdom.
True the written records have

established the fact that the
Jafitia kingdom has existed
for the past two hundred
years plus butthe tribal kings
must have ruled the kingdom
much before they achieved
the glory and fame that they
had before the British arrived
in the region.

The exits ofthe monoliths
aroundthe palace in Jafitiapur
which is now in Bangladesh
not only establishes the con-
nection that the kingdom has
with the Khasi Pnar culture,
but it will also help answer
the question ofhow long the
Pnar family has ruled the
territory. The answer to the
questionwhen did the Sutnga
king capture the kingdom and
extend their dominion to the
plainsis still open. Whether
the Pnar kings have ruled the
kingdom since prehistoric
times is a question which we
are yet to find answers to.
Perhaps dating the monoliths
and the megalithic structure
in Jafitiapur and all along

connection; also their par-
ents have only a single smart
phone so how does the ad-
ministration expect students
to gain access to this portal?
Not only that but proper tech-
nical knowledge is also not
given to the students so that
they can gain access to the
portal and reap its benefit.

My maid servant has one
smart phone and one regular
feature phone. She tells me
her monthly expenditure due
to this pandemic has also in-
creased as she has to recharge
her smart phone with data
packs quite often. Earlier,
she could subsist for an entire
month with a Rs 100 top -up
for talk time; now she has to
recharge a minimum of Rs.
250 fora 50 GB monthly plan
or an unlimited plan of Rs.
128 or so for 28 days. At least
her daughter is lucky and we
help her whenever she needs
some help uploading an as-
signment to HIKAI. But not
all are as fortunate as she is.
| have heard from teachers
of that school that students
ask their tuition teachers to
rent outtheir smart phones so
that they can send pictures of
their assignment to the class
WhatsApp group that the
teachers have created.

This process of upload-
ing documents to the portal
should have been done by
the students but since the
students ofthe school are not
instructed on how to use the
HIKAI portal interface, all of
the uploading has to be done
by teachers now. It is truly
distressing not only for the
parents and the students but
also for the teachers. Teach-
ers get something like 35 to

the path from Nartiang to
Jafitiapur will help establish
the dates when the kingdom
extended its dominion to the
plains. The need of the hour
is to date the monoliths both
at Jafitiapur at Nartiang and
the megalithic bridges along
the path from Nartiang to
Jafitiapur.

Itis now obvious that com-
piling the complete history
of the kingdom will only be
achieved if sources from both
sides of the border-are taken
into consideration, which
hopefully will happen sooner
than later. But more than
compiling the history of the
lost kingdom, there is a need
for opening an opportunity for
people to people contact be-
tween the hills and the plains
people ofthe erstwhile Jafitia
kingdom.

One cannot predict which
direction this journey of dis-
covering the lost kingdom
will take butthere is definitely
a deep desire to know about
the history of kingdom from
people on both sides of the
border. What will be interest-
ing is the outcome ofthis new
found discovery ofthe history
ofthe kingdom by the people
on both side ofthe border. The
immediate outcome is that the
hills and plains people ofthe
two countries realise that they
were once upon atime partof
the same glorious kingdom
and they have a shared his-
tory. It may also not be out of
place to mention that Sylhet
region up until the reign of
the British was attached to
Assam. It is rather unfortu-
nate thatthe region was made
part of East Pakistan during
Independence. The erstwhile
kingdom is now divided into
two independent countries,
the hill region of the country
becomes part of India and the
plains portion was made part
ofBangladesh, earlier known
as East Pakistan. Itwill be in-
teresting to see ifthis shared
history will help connect the
people of the two regions
which were once upon a time
part of the glorious Jafitia
kingdom.

But the most important
outcome of this study is that
it provides evidence of the
existence of the Jafitia king-
dom since time immemorial
in an area which is now part
of Bangladesh. It has also
proven beyond doubt the fact
that the Khasi Pnar people
who live in Bangladesh ate
the autochthons of the place.
They are indeed the indig-
enous people of the area that
they live in because they are
{he descendants of the erst-
while Jafitia kingdom.

Hhmohrmen6 7@gmail.

40 raw images of the assign-
ments per class depending on
the number of classes they
teach and have to convert
those to PDF format and
then upload to the students’
account themselves.

I spoke to one of teachers
inthis school and he disclosed
to me about the amount of
stress he has to go through
everyday due to HIKAI. He
said he had to create about 50
odd accounts for each ofthe
students in his class each hav-
ing auser ID and a password.
He additionally disclosed that
he gets in excess of 100 pic-
tures in his WhatsApp class
groups that he has to process
and convert to PDFs and
then upload to each account
of these students. He finds it
really distressing as he has to
stay up late into the night to
complete this task.

Even though HIKAI has
the potential to be a fascinat-
ing educational portal, its
implementation leaves much
to be desired. Proper checks
and balances are not in place.
The fact that the administra-
tion pressurizes teachers to
maintain 80% submission rate
is meaningless as the proper
enforcement of Education is
missing. Whether the admin-
istration checks the contents
in these assighments or just
checks the statistical data is
something to ponder upon.

Yours etc.,
Dushyant Wadhwan
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

(SIX)

He was the icon of Modi govt’s intolerance

The Inevitability
of Ravi Shankar
Prasad’s exit

By K Raveendran

Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Rautisnotknown for his ora-
tory. But his one-liners have
been straight to the pointand
often controversial, at times
without any justification.
But on many occasions his
comments were noted for
the insights these provided
to behind the scene activi-
ties. Recently, he paid the
relationship between Shiv
Sena and BJP was not like
‘India-Pakistan’, but rather
like the one between Bol-
lywood power couple Aamir
Khan and Kiran Rao, who
recently announced their
separation, although they
said they would continue
to collaborate at the profes-
sional level.

Some time ago, Raut’s

confession that he always
took medicine from the com-
pounder and never from the
doctor had stirred up a hor-
net’s nest and placed him at
the receiving end ofthe ire of
doctors of all hues. His target
was the World Health Organ-
isation, which he described as
a ‘useless organisation’ and
responsible for the outbreak
of Covid pandemic. ,

Probably his best yet was
reserved for the ouster of
Law and IT minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad from the
Modi cabinet, ahead of the
jumbo cabinet expansion.
"Ravi Shankar Prasad al-
ways used to boast about
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's actions terming them
as masterstrokes. However,
this time this "masterstroke"
seems to have rebounded on
him," Raut said. He could not
have been more right.

Ravi Shankar Prasad, by
way of his body language as
well as abrasive ways, had be-
come an icon of intolerance,

trust actions against these
platforms, which often act
like predators, occur as a
matter of routine. So there
was nothing unusual about
the clash between the Modi
government and the social
media platforms.  *

But Ravi Shankar Prasad
made it look like a personal
fight between himself and
these platforms. And his ut-
terances often bordered on
arrogance and arbitrariness
that allowed the platforms
to play the victim. It caused
a huge embarrassment to
Prime Minister Modi, whose
respect for freedom of ex-
pression was always viewed

®hy the outside world with
suspicion even otherwise.
Atatime when Modi’s cred-

ibility as a ruler in effective
control was on the block
for his inability to deal with
the second wave ofthe pan-
demic, an embarrassment
on the social media front
was eminently avoidable.
And somebody had to pay
the price and in this case
the choice was not at all
difficult.

Prakash Javadekarkeep-
ing company with Prasad on
the exit came as a big sur-
prise to most, as the affable
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting, Environment,
Public Enterprise and Heavy
Industries wasjust the oppo-
site of whatever Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad was. Perhaps,
Javadekar was too polite
and good-natured to be an
effective minister, otherwise
the commonality between
the two was only in terms
ofdomains that belonged to
IT and IB ministries, both
of which had to do with
information and freedom of
expression.

The conflict ofinterest between the
social media giants and the ruling

establishmentis a
enon. The likes of

universalphenom-
Google, Facebook,

Twitter and WhatsApp often breach the
contours ofoperational good conduct
in the pursuit oftheir business interests
and havefaced administrative action
and massive punitive responsesfrom
governments which recognise individ-
ualprivacy andfreedom as one ofthe
mostfundamental tenets ofdemocracy.

which critics have been see-
ing as the most pronounced
trait ofthe Modi government.
He was apparently conjuring
up himselfas a super minister
who had more powers and
authority thatthose conferred
on him by way of his official
position as the Law and IT
minister. In fact, it was sug-
gested in one ofthe columns
here that his face was perfect
as an emoji for intolerance
and arrogance. He apparently
thought his ‘Modi bhakti’
was a benediction that would
provide sanctity to all his
actions.

The conflict of interest
between the social media
giants and the ruling es-
tablishment is a universal
phenomenon. The likes of
Google, Facebook, Twitter
and WhatsApp often breach
the contours of operational
good conduct in the pursuit
oftheir business interests and
have faced administrative
action and massive punitive
responses from governments
which recognise individual
privacy and freedom as one
of the most fundamental
tenets of democracy Anti-

Modi’s advice to the new
ministers immediately after
the swearing in had clues
to what had gone wrong
with those who were asked
to leave, particularly Ravi
Shankar Prasad. Modi is
reported to have told the
new ministers that their
efforts should be such that
their work shines instead
of themselves. The Prime
Minister also advised his
ministers to avoid making
‘Unnecessary statements’ in
the media, and rather chan-
nelise their energies into
ministerial work, rather than
self-promotion.

But despite all his failings
in terms of mutual respect,
Modi was more diplomatic
than Ravi Shankar Prasad in
all his interactions, wheth-
er with the media, players
of the domains he was in
charge as minister and even
the opposition parties. Modi
told the ministers to meet
their predecessors and ‘learn
fromtheir experience’. Even
ifhe had intended it as a pun,
it was well-disguised, an art
thatwas completely alien to
Ravi Shankar Prasad. (IPA
Service)
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“In the night ofdeath, hope sees a star, and
listening love can hear the rustle ofa wing.”
— Robert Green Ingersoll
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DoNER as mediator
THE new Minister for the Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER), GK Reddy
appears to be serious about the development
backlogs in the North Eastern States and has
stated upfront that speeding up the spcio-eco-
nomic development of the region will be his
key focus. Reddy’s focus is also to complete
ongoing projects on time to avoid time and
cost overruns. DoNER should now also focus
on making Prime Minister Modi’s Act East
Policy a reality. This has been out of the radar
ofthe NDA Government for awhile now and is
driven essentially by the Ministry for External
Affairs (MEA) which in recent times seems to
be more focused on events in Afghanistan post
the departure of the US troops from there and
the resurrection of the Taliban’s atrocities. The
NDA Government’s stance vis-a-vis the turn of
events in Myanmar where democracy has yet
again been replaced by military dictatorship is
problematic. In fact, India’s stand on this criti-
cal question of whether it supports democracy
in Myanmar has been muted. Reasons given
are that Myanmar’s junta had assisted India in
flushing the North East militant outfits taking

refuge in that country.

If Myanmar continues to remain in a state of
flux we might as well say goodbye to the Act
East Policy. Myanmar is the overland bridge
between the North Eastern states and SouthEast
Asia. The India- Myanmar-Thailand trilateral
highway that links to the Asian Highway in the
North Eastern states is still under construction.
This highway will connect Moreh the land cus-
toms station in Manipur, with Mae Sot in Thai-
land via Myanmar. The Stilwell road in Assam
too is linked to Myanmar, These are important
trade routes which need to be given a fillip under
the Act East Policy. DoNER could be that criti-
cal link to make sure that the Act East Policy
becomes operational and the tag of“landlocked”
for defining the North East is erased from the
vocabulary of the people here.

Since the takeover of the new Chief Minister
ofAssam, Himanta Sarma, talks ofresolving the
border disputes between Assam and the states
ofNagaland, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya have been revived.Sarma has spoken
about a give and take policy and recently he
made a statement thatthe CRPF would be placed
atthe respective troubled borders to contain vio-
lence. But without a moderator in this conflict
resolution process, things mightnot move inthe
right direction. DONER, which is the agency
overseeing all development aspects ofthe eight
states, is best placed to be the interlocutor.

Letters to the Editor

Uniform Civil
Code - need of

the hour
Editor,
The Delhi High court

has identified what modem
India needs-aUniform Civil
Code (UCC). In fact, there
is a critical need for a
common law for a modem
nation. The court must be
commended for making
such a candid observation.
This is particularly relevant
at a time when certain sec-
tions of the Indian society
are stubbornly insisting on
personal laws for different
communities and groups.
The court has expressed
the feelings of majority
of common Indian people
on the issue.

There is no denying the
fact that political will is
essential for the implemen-
tation of such a law. True,
common people across the
country are in favour of
such a law. Issues related
to property ownership, suc-
cession, marriage, divorce
could be resolved to a great

extent when such a com-
mon law is legislated. Re-
laxations in laws for certain
sections of people will lead
to division of people based
on laws. Hence a common
law that is applicable to
all sections will prove to
be beneficial to the Indian
society. The architects of
modem India had envis-
aged an inclusive society
where everyone came under
a common law. For this to
materialise, there needs to
be a common law that tran-
scends religious, regional,
linguistic considerations.

If such a common law
is formulated and imple-
mented, Indian society can
get rid of many social evils.
Many social evils have been
adopted in society as part of
religious practices. Every-
one wants our country to be
progressive and modem in
all aspects. A common law
that is based on practical
and logical ideas will be
acceptable to all. Different
laws for different communi-
ties often leads to contro-
versies and complications.
In such a situation even
the judiciary is at a loss

Stan Swamy’s death
time to look within

The custodial death of
the 84-year old Adivasi
rights crusader, Stan Swamy
sparked off fury and grief
in the country. The central
government and the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
came under heavy criticism
forthe alleged ‘false charges’
implicating the activist in the
Elgar Parishad or Bhima-Ko-
regaon violence and slapping
him with sedition under the
‘draconian’Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act 1963 for
having ‘Maoist’ links. The
Special NIA Court and the
Bombay High Court were
also slighted for refusing to
grant bail to the ‘oldest pris-
oner’ several times. The un-
dertrial, a Parkinson’s patient
besides other ailments was
allegedly treated inhumanly
injail. He ultimately passed
away on 5 July 2021in hos-
pital in police custody.

Father Stan Swamy’s real
name was Stanislaus Lour-
duswamy. He is hailed as the
champion of the indigenous
tribes who worked heart and
soul to protect their land and
forests from corporates and
mining companies that are
out to grab the resources for
their selfish ends. He also
questioned the ‘powers that
be for caring little for human
dignity and instead exploiting
the Adivasis with hard labour
and minimum wages.

Swamy saw that the Fifth
Schedule was blatantly vio-
lated. The Fifth Schedule of
the Constitution deals with
the administration and con-
trol ofthe tribal areas mainly
in Andhra Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odis-
ha, Rajasthan and Telangana.
One of the special provi-
sions of this Schedule states
that land belonging to the
Scheduled Tribes (STs) were
acquired for large scale min-
ing, building of dams and set-
ting up of industries without
consulting the land owners.
The Fifth Schedule stipulates
the setting up of Tribes Ad-
visory Councils. However,
the provisions were being
bypassed. Swamy’s activism
challenged this violation.

Partly due to his works
the Panchayats (Extension
to Scheduled Areas) Act
(PESA) was passed by par-
liament in 1996 ensuring
thatthe Government of India
entrusts the governance of
Scheduled Areas, with the
traditional Gram Sabhas or
village councils and grants
them power to administer
their lands and forests. With
this law in effect the central,
state governments and pri-
vate players could no longer
take advantage ofthe “disem-
powered” tribals. This obvi-
ously upset the influential
industrialists and powerful
mining lobbies.

Another crusading work
that got on the nerves ofvest-

and unable to pronounce
the right verdict.

If all sections of people
can be convinced about the
importance of such a law, if
all political parties cooper-
ate and if the government
has the political will, this
can be achieved. Further,
a massive social awareness
and approval from all sec-
tions of society is essential
for the formulation and
implementations of such
a law.

Yours etc.,
Venu G S,
Via email

Conversion

of IP land
to reserved
forests

Editor,

In the article captioned,
‘Land of indigenous tribes
converted to reserved forests
in Manipur,” the writer T S
Haokip (ST July 9, 2021)
referred to free movement
of Kukis in their ancestral
lands. To quote him “That
they fought the British in the

By Albert Thyrniang

ed interests was the passage
by Parliament of the Land
Acquisition Act, 2013 or the
Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition that lays down
the procedures and rules
for granting compensation,
rehabilitation and resettle-
ment to the affected persons.
Swamy campaigned for the
Act and was enthusiasti-
cally involved in spreading
awareness among the af-
fected people to claim their
rightful dues even ifthey lose
their land to the government
or private companies.

Swamy’s effort got a boost
with the Supreme Court’s
verdict of July 2013 that
states that the ‘owner of the
land is also owner ofthe sub-
soil/mineral wealth’ and that
ownership of such resources
under the ground are not
with the government. This is
a rejection of the argument
that individual owners cannot
claim any proprietary righton
the sub-soil resources under
Section 425 of the Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1957.
Swamy organised the tribals
to assert themselves citing
the favourable Apex Court’s
judgement.

A third action that might
have threatened govern-
ments, the police and the
administration was the filing
ofthe Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) in the Jharkhand
High Court detailing it that
the 3000 Adivasi youths
languishing injails foryears
together deserve a speedy
trial. Prior to the PIL Swamy
had conducted a detailed and
credible study of the condi-
tions of branded ‘Naxalites’
injails. His decisionto found
the Persecuted Prisoners Sol-
idarity Committee (PPSC),
a conglomerate rights or-
ganisation put Swamy under
surveillance which ultimately
led to his arrest and hastened
his demise.

Stan Swamy is hailed
for holding a mirror to the
powerful. The mirror re-
flected injustice and exploi-
tation. Since Swamy was a
Catholic Priest it is perhaps
an opportune time to relate
to the Church as well. The
tragic death of a member

of the Society of Jesus (SJ);

challenges the Church! The
undertrial held amirror to the
Church as well. The image
from the mirror is the silence
ofthe Church on social, po-
litical and economic issues
affecting the less privileged.
In a story someone grimly
observed, “The Jesuit priest
battled for the underprivi-
leged as a lonesome rider on
alonesome road.” Persons of
the calibre of Swamy are on
the decline.

Outspoken individuals are
becoming a rare commodity.
The Church does not encour-

Anglo-Kuki war 1917-1919
in defence of their ancestral
land and freedom iswell doc-
umented and acknowledged
world-wide”. Not to speak
of worldwide acknowledge-
ment, even within the state of
Manipur both the Manipuris
and Nagas including British
writers never acknowledged
such claims. Such a statement
is a complete distortion of
historical facts.

Whatreally happened was
during the First World War
in the month of April 1917
the British imperialists had
requisitioned the recruitment
oflIndian Labour Corp for the
war efforts in France which
included North-East tribes-
men like Lushais, Kukis,
Manipuris, Khasis, Garos,
Nagas etc. However, some
Kuki villagers refused to
comply with the British order.
As a result the British sent
military punitive expeditions
against those rebellious vil-
lages. Therefore, to label such
non-compliance movement
as a rebellion is wrong and
it cannot be unnecessarily
glorified as the Anglo-Kuki
war for the defence of their
ancestral lands and free-

age daring speakers. The
Church prefers ‘prudence’
rather than being a martyr.
Stan Swamy asks us today:
How many current Church
leaders have been vocal on
constitutional rights of the
Dalits, Adivasis, tribals, mi-
norities and the under privi-
leged? Why is the Church
leadership been silent against
hate, intolerance, communal-
ism, religious bigotry and
the gangers from right wing
ideology? Has the Church
made laiown its defence of
the constitutional principles
and values like secularism,
pluralism and tolerance
whenever they come under
attack? Is it too evident that
the Church has been found
wanting particularly during
the present regime? Will the
church raise another Stan
Swamy? Will he/she get the
backing if someone was to
follow the footsteps of Stan
Swamy?

Though Swamy was bom
in Tamil Nadu he spent most
ofhis adult life in Jharkhand
and in united Bihar state. He
completely identified with
the Adivasis. He sacrificed
his life for them. He is even
hailed as their ‘martyr’. This
shows that others can also
empathise with us. They can
work for our welfare. They
may even do a better job
than us. Therefore, exclusive
attitude is unwise. We only
stand to lose. | personally
know officers from outside
Meghalaya who are more
hardworking and commit-
ted than many of their local
counterparts-. Before retiring
an officer told me that he took
only three casual leaves (CL)
throughout his career. How
many indigenous officers
can say so?

My repeated mention of
the parochial clergy is an
irritation to the concerned.
The clergy in Jowai diocese
forexamplewon’t acceptany
‘outsider’ to be their bishop.
They seem to claim they
have capable candidates. But
if there are able candidates
why have the authorities
not found one after so long?
Their closed-mindedness is
a loss to the people of the
diocese who are eager to
have a leader. It is very much
possible that a non-local can
perform his duties selflessly
like Stan Swamy.

Prior to his eventful three
decade sojourn in Bihar/
Jharkhand Swamy worked
in Bangalore and Tamil Nadu
in the 1970s. In the ‘Silicon
Valley’, while the director of
the Jesuit-led ‘Indian Social
Institute,” Swamy was in the
thick ofthe struggle on behalf
of the bonded agricultural

> labourers. In Villupuram and

Tanjore he organised Dalits
to demand for their right to
be treated as human. His
decision brought displea-

dom. Moreover, historically
speaking there is hardly any
mention qf the word Kuki
before the 19th century in
any recorded history. On the
contrary, when the Kukis as
late migrants settled down in
Naga areas they used to pay
nominal taxes to the Naga
chieftains as permit settle-
ment. Therefore, my humble
request to the writer is that
distortion of historical facts
and unsubstantiated exag-
geration should be avoided
to maintain credibility and
quality ofwriting.
Yours etc.
Xavier Mao
Department of Philosophy
NEHU, Shillong

CoOVID
widows need
livelihoods

Editor,

The Assam Government
should be applauded for
launching a scheme to grant
one-time financial help of
Rs 2.5 lakh each to wid-
ows whose husbands died
of Covid-19. Widows with
a family income of less than

sure among a section in the
Church.

Obviously Swamy was
moved by the injustice and
inequality in the society and
in the Church particularly in
the Southern states. Caste
system discriminates a great
deal. It is too harsh to call
the Church ‘casteist’but caste
discrimination exists visibly
in the Church. A Google
search yields the following
results: Is the Church finally
acting against India's caste
system?

Stop caste discrimination in
the Church' - New Interna-
tionalist;

Caste system and Christian-
ity- Kerala bishops;

Church & caste- The Indian
Express;

Discrimination within the
Church - The Hindu;

Not even the Church escapes
India's caste system - UCA
News.

The other day a friend of
mine narrated that to date
different castes occupy only
the allotted space in many
Churches. Members of his
society were working in a
particular local Church. The
highest castes sit in the mid-
dle of the Church, the next
highest castes in the rightand
the lowest castes in the left.
Holy Communion must be
distributed first to the middle
occupants then to the right
and finally to the left. The
order can’t be reversed. His
society did try to do away
with this practice but sur-
prisingly the first to oppose
were the priests and religious
from that Church. Another
religious society took up the
challenge to reform this bla-
tant inequality but again the
fiercest opponents were the
clergy and Church leaders.

Is the Church serious to
end this unchristian practice?
There’s need for serious soul
searching as to what is the
Church doing to eradicate
untouchability, and casteism?
Why did-the Church not fully
support Stan Swamy to rid
this evil in the Church?

In seminars and updating
courses, resource persons
openly say that caste plays a
crucial factor in the appoint-
ment of Bishops and other
leaders. Even choosing can-
didates for higher studies is
done on caste considerations.
My four years in Bangalore
were an eye opener. Priests
publicly protest against ap-
pointments of bishops from
another caste or region. It
was a shock that in a cosmo-
politan city like Bangalore, in
certain Churches, except the
local language, mass in any
other language is forbidden.
Church leaders themselves
campaigned for the ‘ban’.An
introspection could reveal that
the ideals and values of Stan
Swamy are not welcome.

Email: albert.thyr-
niang?4@gmail.com

Rs 5 lakh per annum will
*benefit from the new scheme.
Many states have also intro-
duced various schemes and
programmes to rehabilitate
pandemic-affected house-
holds and help them get back
on their feet. Financial as-
sistance may provide some
relief to widowed women.
For these women's lives to
be sustained, they require a
multifaceted rehabilitation
programme. State govern-
ments, corporate sectors, and
private organisations must
provide them with chances
for skill development and
employment at various lev-
els. Widows may benefit
from self-help groups led by
women. Society's combined
efforts and constructive sup-
port is needed fo empower
Covid widows.
Yours etc.,
Amit Singh Kushwaha,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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India’s tight rope walk on
Myanmar poses problems

N-E states clueless
on how to deal
with refugees

By Ashis Biswas

Some recent policy deci-
sions made by Government
oflIndia (GOI) in the context
of the civil strife in Myan-
mar have come at a price.
Negative perceptions of the
ruling NDA |l as a regime
with a paranoid obsession
about national security and
an expansion of commercial
interests of selected Indian
corporate cotacems abroad
,have been strengthened in
the Northeast. During the
past few weeks, anti- Indian
criticism has acquired a new
keener edge among major
sections of liberal opinion in
the NE and Myanmar, going
by local media accounts. '

In the context of the un-
fortunate death in official
custody of 84 year old dis-
sident leader Stan Swamy
only days ago, this is atrend
that Delhi-based policymak-
ers would do well not to
ignore.

Only days ago, the Bur-
mese HR organisation Jus-
tice for Myanmar (JFM) in
amedia release reported the
delivery ofadvanced surveil-
lance equipment and other
sensitive items produced by
an Indian public sector unit
, to Myanmar authorities. It
was common knowledge,
said JFM spokesman Mr
Y. Maung, that the ruling
army junta currently sup-
pressing an armed struggle
against Myanmar’s own
citizens, used such weaponry

and equipment against pro-'

democracy forces.

Yet the Indian PSU
Bharat Electronics Ltd BEL
had delivered electro-optic
systems, radar radio extrac-
tor receivers, VHF com-
munication systems, graph-
ics processors, workstation
hardware ,server storage
equipment and batteries etc.
to the ruling Junta headed by
gen Min Hlaing. Most un-
fortunately, such assistance
was provided even as most
other countries/nations were
suspending official dealings
with the present administra-
tion in Myanmar -following
its illegal February coup,
overthrowing elected politi-
cal authority. The despatches
were made from Jaipur and
Bangalore in March. Al-
ready under army occupa-
tion, over 900 people mainly
pro-democracy protestors
had been Killed as violence
erupted in different parts of
Myanmar.

This comes in the wake
of a recent announcement
made by the Adanis, who
have promised to stop work
on a new container termi-
nal project in Myanmar, in
the face of protests by HR
groups. Around $130 mil-
lion had been invested in
the construction and about
300 people were working on
the site. However, two civil
rights groups alleged that
the Adanis had paid around
$30 million to the MEC
company in Myanmar for
securing lease rights. . This
company had been hit by
Western sanctions because
of its close ties with the
Myanmar army:

As the controversy
continued, the Adanis an-
nounced their pullout deci-
sion in a recent statement,
without clarifying the posi-
tion regarding their having
made any payments to the
MEC. However, Australian
civil rights spokesmen, who
have had their own problems
with the Indian Corporate
group over certain projects
earlier, felt that construction
should not have started in the
first place as the sanctions
had begun to take effect.

The point is , in the eyes
ofthe pro-democracy people
of Myanmar and interna-
tional liberal opinion, both
India’s private as well as its
public sector seemto be keen
to continue business as usual
with sanction-hit countries.
Commercial interests take
precedence over all other
considerations in interna-
tional relations. The adop-
tion of such an approach puts
India in the same category
of countries with dubious
HR records, such as China.
Leaders in Beijing insist that

they prefer not to lecture
other countries on how to
handle their internal affairs.
But this has not saved China
itself from coming under
Western sanctions over what
is seen as its indifference to
fundamental human rights
issues, within its own bor-
ders and elsewhere.

Kolkata-based officials
say that GOI has its own-
tight rope walking act to
carry out in Myanmar. In-
dia’s own ACT-EAST policy
has been stalled effectively
following the February coup.
The economy was slowing
down even before the Covid
19 pandemic began. Now the
situation has worsened and
India’s economy has beenhit
harder than China or Bangla-
desh. As for Myanmar, India
accounts for less than 4 per
cent of its total imports, as
against 30 per cent plus for
China.

While the Kaladan mul-
timodal infra development
project which would sig-
nificantly improve India’s
connectivity through Myan-
mar on to other South East
‘Asian countries is pearing
completion, China has al-
ready invested billions of
dollars in arange of projects
as against India’s relatively
minor investments.

Therefore, given this fi-
nancial backlog vis-a-vis
China, Japan or Thailand as ,
investors in Myanmar, any
further slippage in earnings
from bilateral trade and
business could only further
marginalise India. This puts
Delhi in a delicate position
where it has to tread care-
fully and not react emotion-
ally to new challenges and
issues.

But in Mizoram or Ma-
nipur* where people fle$-,
ing from Myanmar are still
crossing over for safety,
putting up in relief camps,
with relatives or NGO help,
GOl’s insistence in discour-
aging further exodus smacks
of insensitivity. Unverified
accounts suggest that the
number of such people is
lose to 20,000 now and
increasing. Despite official
instruction from the highest
levels in Delhi to dissuade
such people from staying on
Indian territory gently and
notto treatthem as refugees,
it has proved difficultto turn
away crowds of old men
women and children fleeing
from army excesses.

The number of internally
displaced persons withitr
Myanmar according to UN
and other estimates range
from 1,50,000 to 2,00,000.
During the height of mon-
soon weather, some are re-
portedly without shelter
and in urgent need of medi-
cal attention or other help.
Regardless of orders from
higher authorities it is dif-
ficult to turn people hit by
such distress away from
Indian territory.

Chief Minister of Miz-
oram Mr Zoranthanga has
written to Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi explaining
why states in the Northeast
find it difficult not to shelter
the fleeing Burmese people
on their territory. Most local
tribes are spread across both
sides of the international
border between India and
Myanmar and are linked by
marital and other ties. As of
now, such people are being
looked after by state govern-
ments in Mizoram, Manipur
,Nagaland and elsewhere. A
number of local NGOs and
other agencies have come
forward to help materially.
Efforts are on to step up
the scale and range of such
voluntary assistance.

Naturally NDA leaders
cannot officially exercise
any hard option-type of so-
lution here. Yet, GOI’s basic
concern —the increasing
presence and activities of
large numbers of Burmese
refugees including militants
fighting against Naypyidaw
authorities whether civil or
military for years , creates
fresh security issues for the
troubled NE states - cannot
be dismissed summarily
either. (IPA Service)
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disaster have always existed. ”

The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXI11 No.327

SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021

Countdown to space tourism
GOOD things must get going. This July will
be etched in history as the moment when space
would come a bit closer to humans and signal
the green light to the long-awaited ‘space tour-
ism,” albeit in a small way. Billionaire Richard
Branson and a crew of five flew above the edge
of space, less than 90km above Earth’s surface
—an altitude good enough for them to experi-
ence a few minutes ofweightlessness —and then
glided back to the Spaceport America rocket
ship. They did so from the New Mexico desert.
Soon, Amazon founder Jeff Bozos too will be
heading for space in a similar mission on July
20, the day that marks the 52nd anniversary of
the Apollo 11 moon landing. In due course, loads
of tourists will keep taking off for space.

Russian space agency Roscosmos had facili-
tated the trip of businessman Dennis Tito'to the
International Space Station (ISS) in 2001, the
first time anyone other than an astronaut went
and “lived for a while” in space. Bookings are
now open for space tourism. This is the call-
ing of the times. The earth is just a tiny spot
in the universe about which we know so little.
Physically reaching outto this wide spectrum is
impossible. But, technology could someday fa-
cilitate contact with living beings in outer space.
Aliens could also reach us. Space is a big mys-
tery which makes its exploration exhilarating.
Life ofhumanity could change in unimaginable
ways as this exploration carries forward. What
happens this month is just a start.

Down below, aviation itself remains less
explored. Attempts are on to use rockettechnol-
ogy for passenger flights, which can take people
from one part of the Earth to the other - as be-
tween New Delhi and New York —in a matter of
less than an hour. Rockets leap up with a speed
015,000 to 10,000mph against the over 500mph
speed for passenger flights. Bookings for space
tourism cost a bomb but this is the latest craze
for the super-rich who have already experienced
it all down here. The possibilities are immense.
Notably space explorations received a set-back
after the end of the Cold War, since the 1980s,
as the competition was mainly between the US
and the erstwhile USSR. Thereafter, these two
nations collaborated via the International Space
Station, but the old enthusiasm is missing. No-
tably, India had made some early steps in space,
while those like China, France and Israel, even
the UAE, are seriously considering the space

exploration venture.

Letters to the Editor

2-child policy
violates

constitutional
rights

Editor,

The draft of the pro-
posed population control
Bill released by the Uttar
Pradesh State Law Com-
mission promotes a two-
child policy. Violation of
the two-child policy would
debar people from contest-
ing local body elections,
applying for government
jobs or receiving any gov-
ernment subsidy. Public
servants who adopt the
norm will be provided
with incentives.

It is a fact that India’s
population is growing and
will continue for the next
couple of decades. How-
ever, the country-level total
fertility rate (TFR) in India

is 2.23. It is not hugely
above the desired level
of 2.1 . If this level is

achieved, population will
stabilise in the long run.
It is gratifying to learn that
twenty states/ UTs  have
achieved this and another
five have reached the level
of below 2.2. As a matter
of fact, there won’t be a
population explosion in
the country. So the states
with very high population
such as Bihar, UP, MP,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh must focus on
social development instead
of strict population control
measures.

If the two-child norm
becomes a policy, it has
far-reaching consequences.

Many women would  be
forced to go for unsafe
and illegal abortions. Apart
from this, the policy is
likely to lead to gender im-
balances. Neglect and death
of female infants, pre-natal
sex determination, abor-
tion of female foetus and
adoption would rise if the
two-child norm becomes
a policy. If a couple goes
for a third child, they will
forfeit all government aid
and subsidies. The parents
would be punished by de-
priving them of the oppor-
tunity to contest elections
and apply for jobs. In fact,
these measures are against
our Constitutional rights. It
is ironic that while India’s

own National Population
Policy(2000) is based on
voluntary and informed

choice in family planning,
states like UP have decided
to impose strict population
control measures.

The two-child policy
is regressive and violates
the principle of voluntary
informed choice, human
rights and rights of the
child. India must not ig-
nore the social problems
brought about by strict

population control mea-
sures in countries like
China. It posed threats

to its economy. Hence,
there must be a balanced
approach to population
control. The focus must
be on health, education
and livelihood of people.
A comprehensive socio-

economic  development
will lead to a stabilised
population.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Via email

Strategy adaption critica

A recent study published
in ‘The Lancet Planetary
Health’ journal found that
nearly 74,000 excess deaths
in India annually can be at-
tributed to abnormal hot and
cold temperatures related to
climate change. The deaths
related to hot temperatures
increased in all regions from
2000 to 2019, indicating that
global warming because of
climate change will make
this mortality figure worse in
future. The number of deaths
in the country per year linked
with abnormal cold tempera-
tures is 6,55,400, while those
associated with high temper-
atures is 83,700, according to
the researchers.

The study helps to un-
derscore that recognising
the geographic patterns of
temperature-related mortality
is important for international
collaboration in developing
policies and strategies in
climate change mitigation
and adaptation and health
protection.

Unfortunately, the Covid-
19 pandemic since last year
has stalled international cli-
mate governance as sev-
eral governments started
announcing emergency stim-
ulus packages to rescue their
economies instead. Besides,
the United Nations Climate
Change Conference, which
was supposed to give a prac-
tical shape to the Paris agree-
ment got deferred.

And though some may
like to profess that the pan-
demic offered an opportunity
to plan sustainable pathways
inthe run-up to Agenda 2030,
it does require much more
attention. An ecological tran-
sition is necessary and the
process is underway with a
shift from fossils to renew-
ables for faster economic
recovery. However, recovery
packages call for mobilising
funds for achieving sustain-
able pathways and the crucial
COP26, is now scheduled to
take place in November.

At the san”e time, it is
encouraging to note that a
framework adopted by the
UN Statistical Commission
would ensure ‘natural capi-
tal’ —forests, wetlands and
other ecosystems -being
counted in reporting wealth
of countries. A school of
economists has for sometime
argued that environmental
capital be considered a fac-
tor of production just like
labour and capital. They said
ifenvironmental degradation
is measured, the ‘real growth’

When
dropping the
axe turns into

narcissistic

ploys

Editor,

Delays in the adoption
of political reforms are an
important issue in the world
of politics. Modem politics
is characterized by blame
games - offensive and defen-
sive. The Opposition’s main
goal as always is to erode the
credibility ofthose in power
by drawing public attention
to stories of how the ruling
government’s legislators’
bad deeds and character
have and are causing harm,
loss, or failure to the existing
ruling system and the state
or country. They are usually
‘on attack’ mode every time
asthey attemptto change the
status quo and gain power. At
times, the Opposition does
tend to come around with
constructive criticism, but
mostly it will always be on
the ‘defensive’mode.

Opposition politicians
tend to employ widely re-
ported social and economic
problems as ammunition to
attack the ruling govern-
ment. Coming to the po-
litical scenario of our state,
we have the Congress who
is in the Opposition. They
do not stop attacking the
government and pounce on
any opportunity available to
them. A subject of debate, an
issue that has continued ad
nauseum is about the Power
Department and the Minister
concerned, James Sangma.
Since the year 2020, follow-

Environmental decav

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

ofa country would be appar-
ent. And while India, China,
UK, France, Germany and
many other European coun-
tries have already made some
progress in implementing
the System of Environmen-
tal Economic Accounting
(SEEA), the adoption of the
new framework will push
others, including the US, to-
wards figuring out the worth
of their natural ecosystem
and including it in accounting
process.

The new framework goes
beyond the commonly used
statistics of GDP in eco-
nomic reporting. Itmeans the
countries’ wealth will reflect
dependence of the economy
on nature or its impact on it,
such as the deterioration of
water quality or the loss ofa

forest. Similarly, restoration
or conservation may be a
‘credit’that lessens the loss of
GDP. India has already taken
a step towards measuring val-
ues of nature when it figured
out economic valuation of
16 tiger reserves as part of
a conservation plan in two
phases in 2013-19. The study
indicated that the monetary
value flow benefits from the
selected 10 tiger reserves
range from Rs 5094 to Rs
16,202 crore annually.

A UN backed IPCC report
two years ago had noted the
criticality of the situation,
wherein nature is declining
globally at rates unprec-
edented in human history and
its impact will see extinction
of one million of the eight
million estimated number
of animal and plant species,
many of them within de-
cades, unless their habitats
are restored.

This apart, in India, though
there has been some decline
in the agriculture sector, it
remains the main source
of methane (CH4) and ni-

ing up to the present times,
demands for his removal
have been echoing high with
even the politicians of the
allied parties in the coali-
tion, especially the United
Democratic Party being the
first to raise their voices
against him and demanding
for his removal. Ironically,
this party in itself is inept
and spineless as they do not
have it in them to raise their
voice against their own cor-
rupt party leaders who are
involved in a series ofillegal
activities themselves. | need
notremind anyone ofthe is-
sues of rampant illegal coal
mining happening under the
watch of the UDP minister,
Lahkmen Rymbui, or even
the recent rice scam of the
Social Welfare Department
under the watch of another
UDP minister, Kyrmen Shy-
1a

The Meghalaya Energy
Corporation Limited (MeE-
CL) has been under the radar
for many issues. Demands
were made to constitute an
Inquiry Committee to Iflok
into the alleged scams of
the MeECL and the de-
mands were met. We now
have an Inquiry Committee
which is being headed by a
retired judge of Allahabad
High Court, Justice Ifagat
Ali Khan with retired IAS
officer, Manoj Kumar as an
administrative member, and
retired executive director,
REC Sunil Kumar as the
technical member of the
Committee. What is ironic,
however, is that even this
hasn’t quenched the thirst
ofthe Opposition as it reiter-
ated its demand for immedi-
ate removal of the Power
Minister to ensure a free and
fair investigation, the argu-

trous oxide (N20) emissions.
Methane emissions occur
from this sector mainly due
to livestock rearing (enteric
fermentation and manure
management) and paddy
cultivation while N20 is
principally emitted due to
the application of fertilizers
to agricultural soils. In the
energy sector, electricity pro-
ductionwas the single largest
source, accounting for about
40 per cent of national GHG
emissions in 2016 while
manufacturing industries and
construction together emit-
ted over 18 per cent of total
emissions.

Seven family conglom-
erates —Reliance, Adani,
Tate, Aditya Birla, Mahindra,
Jindal and VVedanta —are said
to be responsible for emitting

at least 539 million tonnes of
C02 annually. This is equiva-
lent to 22% of India’s total
C02 emissions. In 2019-20,
these seven groups operated
25% of India’s coal based
power plants (50,000 MW),
eproduced 39% of steel (43
million tonnes), 27% of ce-
ment (91 million tonnes) and
22 per cent of passenger and
commercial vehicles (0.92
million).

To avert a crisis like cli-
mate change, forward think-
ing and long term planning
is required’, fox which the
value of committed visionary
leadership cannotbe underes-
timated. As family conglom-
erates are organised around
visionaries, if they sincerely
act on the climate crisis, they
can help in tackling envi-
ronmental degradation in a
better way. Unfortunately,
howe.ver, the contribution of
corporates in India is quite
meagre compared to most
other countries.

At a time when natural
disasters are increasing, spe-
cially floods and cyclones,

ment being that the they feel
his presence might influence
the Inquiry Commission and
lead to manipulation or tam-
pering of relevant data.

Now then, is the Op-
position party doubting the
authenticity of the Inquiry
Commission and its mem-
bers, that they feel the pres-
ence of the Power Minister
is a threat? Do they really
feel that the members of
the Inquiry Commission are
random people who can be
manipulated? This act ofthe
Opposition party is akin to
doubting the character and
judgment of a retired judge
of the High Court who has
years of experience and who
knows better how to conduct
the inquiry rather than these
political spokespersons who
sometimes speak out of ex-
asperation.

I am not here to defend
the Power Department but
these childish acts of the
Opposition make them ap-
pear like destructive critics
rather than a constructive
opposition. Nothing that
comes out of their mouths
is ever deemed as construc-
tive for their demands have
always been to pressure
the Government to take a
series of actions especially
regarding the removal ofthe
Power Minister that has been
reverberating in high tones.
Has the Congress forgot-
ten that the reason why the
MeECL is drowning and is
where it is at the moment is
because of them in the first
place? How has the Congress
forgotten the long duration
of load shedding that would
go on for hours that even our
day-to-day activities were
getting affected? | was still
a student at that time and

affecting lakhs of people
almost every year, there is an
imperative need for integrated
action. And for this not just
the government but the cor-
porate needs tojoin hands. In
fact, the government should
take the initiative in asking
business houses what action
they plan to take and in which
sub-division or block during
a financial year.

On another front, at the
recent G-7 meeting, India,
reminded rich nations oftheir
responsibilities citing their
historical emissions and said
they still owe $1.11 trillion
to developing countries as
per what was promised 11
years ago. Then Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar
observed at a webinar that
revival, regeneration and con-
servation of nature, India’s
cumulative contribution to
climate change (in terms of
emissions) in the last 200
years is just 3 per cent. The
unbridled carbon emissions
particularly by Europe, US
and in the last 40 years by
China caused climate change
disaster. And while these
countries prospered economi-
cally they polluted the world,
with India being one of the
suffering countries with the
least contribution, to climate
change.

Be that as it may,. India is
in a relatively good position
as its emissions per capita
are quite low despite its 1.3
billion people though total
emissions continue to be high.
It has the opportunity to leap-
frog to LED bulbs, electric
vehicles, electric cooking and
digital technologies which
can create an enabling envi-
ronment. However the big
question remains how soon
India would achieve net zero
emissions and how.

To counter the problem of
environmental degradation,
manifested through different
forms of pollution and its
adverse bearing on human
health, there is need for con-
certed action, especially by
the big polluters and financial
and technological assistance
to high population countries
like India to tackle the crisis
effectively. Individually also,
nations like India, with high
population growth and high
population density,,have to
earmark more resources to-
wards this end. Undoubtedly
there is a need for a good bal-
ance between environmental
concerns and rapid develop-
ment needs. Concrete action
towards this end is the need
ofthe hour. —INFA

I still remember studying
under candle light because
not all ofus are privileged to
afford a generator or inverter
in our homes. What made
matters worse was when load
shedding happened during
late nights. This gave rise
to many petty crimes such
as thieves breaking into
people’shomes, drug addicts
on the prow! and so on.

During their tenure the
Opposition were not able to
do much. The then Power
Minister, Zenith Sangma
failed to revamp the MeECL.
Why not then accept that
somewhere in the past they
have been the reason for why
the MeECL is in deep waters,
so much so that is it gasping
for breath? Whatever the
current government is doing
at the moment to revive it is
still being seen as faulty and
wrong. Notto play the blame
game here, but sometimes
reminders are necessary,
especially past reminders
as they are reasons why
something in the present is
the way it is.

Loopholes exist and will
continue as there is no politi-
cal party or government that
is perfectly perfect and that
is not dented. But the role
of the Opposition should
not only be to keep playing
offensive but to also play
the role ofa constructive de-
fender. Point out the wrongs
but trust the judgment too.

Yours etc.,
Pynshngain Lyndem
Shillong - 22
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Technology &

| automation - Impact

on human evolution

By Kaiistov Kashyap

Technology-driven au-
tomation is omnipresent
and pervading our lives
like never before. From ro-
bots and chatbots to virtual/
augmented reality, machine
learning, artificial intelli-
gence (Al) and beyond, the
physical space is littered
with digital influence.

The impact of increased
automation is already upon
us and influencing our lives
in all possible ways. Up till
now technology adoption
has never been so rapid,
versatile and secular but the
presence of connectivity has
enabled this growth. The
focus of this narrative will
be to explore how exactly
human life gets affected
because of these inevitable
technology trends. There are
six such changes that look
imminent.

The newer technologies
are enabling embryonic as-
sessments -in early stages,
hence alleviating the need
for morphological assess-
ments where high degree of
human skills was required.
The issue is that morphologi-
cal grading by humans leads
to wide inter- and intra-'oper-
ator variation. These long-
standing difficulties may
now be improved by using
adyances in Al. Thus, math-
ematical variables derived
from time-lapse images of
embryo development may
now be used such that an al-
gorithm can classify images
ofan embryo’s development
automatically, and so remove
the human variable from the
crucial task of morphologi-
cal assessment.

This was also highlighted
in a study presented on July
4, 2017 at the 33rd Annual
Meeting of ESHRE in Ge-
neva. Start-up Deep Genom-
ics is leveraging Al to help
decode the meaning of the
genome and their learning
software is developing the
ability to try and predict the
effects of a mutation based
on its analyses of hundreds
ofthousands of examples of
Other mutations — even if
there’s not already a record
ofwhat those mutations do.
Another example is the case
of actress Angelina Jolie
where she had a one reces-
sive gene in her genome that
was predicted using deep
learning algorithms on her
DNA sequence Using the
data from past studies, which
predicted that she is suscep-
tible to breast ‘cancer. She
underwent pre-emptive mas-
tectomy to prevent herself
from cancer. The confluence
ofmedicine and technology
will bring unprecedented
transformations in human
life. ,

Another biological victim
ofthe digital automation will
be ubiquitous handwriting
skills. Already most of the
content that’s getting pro-
duced and published is digi-
tal. Handwriting skills have
already suffered as most pf
the content gets digitally
typed and then printed if at
all needed in the physical
format. Dematerialization
has already inflictedthe dam-
age on the physical copy. Itis
now rare to write something
on paper except when it’s
your own signature, which is
also digitally available now.
Handwriting is almost nos-
talgic now. More and more
people are digitally publish-
ing the content online with
handwritten notes becoming
virtually non-existent. When
was the lasttime youwrote a
handwritten letter or note to
your friends? The growth of
virtual assistants like Apple
Siri, Google Assistant or
Cortana that can translate
the verbal instructions into
writtenword will further de-
teriorate the physical hand-
writing practice whatever is
left so far. This may impact
the anatomy ofhand includ-
ing the fingers, which may
become less flexible, and
thinner to aid typing. Maybe
in the future the meta-carpel
and carpel joints undergo
significant changes as they
are no longer used for writ-
ing purposes.

The third biological influ-
ence will be onthe eyes. The
sheer amount ofinformation
flow that’s happening is com-
ing from social media apps,
devices, digital displays or
the web, which is exerting
enormous strain on the eyes.
Reading has exponentially
multiplied, as is typical of
information age where status
quo is consistently chal-
lenged. The knowledge bust
that’s happening is fuelling
the information fire. With

faster and better technology,
development and evolution
is becoming possible in
every sphere of our life, be
itmedicine, law, science, en-
gineering, education, hence
necessitating the constant
need to upgrade and update.
The concomitant impact
of it will be’largely borne
by eyes. With so much to
read and ingest, the shape
of our eyes may get adapted
over a period; they may
become enlarged or may
be more bulged. In fact, the
underlying neuron system
powering the vision may
undergo subtle changes as
well because of the way the
things will be perceived and
seen in the VR, AR-infected
world.

Another impact is going
to be on the neck and the
backbone." With the advent
of smartphone the aver-
age time we are spending
on the device is about 180
minutes. Yes, that’s correct:
three hours per day. We are
continuously stretching our
necks for longer periods
of time, which is there-
fore bent most of the time.
Now most .of things can
be auctioned, can be moni-
tored or searched on phone,
which is reducing physical
movements all the time. For
example,- you can monitor
your employees working re-
motely on your phone using
the GPS and camera, thereby
obviating the need for physi-
cally moving yourself. This
is notonly forcing your neck
to constantly gobble up the
data that’s being ejected on
your smartphone screens but
also increasing your seat-
ing time, making you more
sedentary than ever. Seating
continuously for longer pe-
riods of time puts pressure
on the spinal cord and the
vertebrae. Hence all these
lifestyle changes will have
an anatomical impact on our
spinal cord and n'eck in the
time to come. As a result*
the spine may become more
rounded and short. It may
be so that in future humans
have few extra movements
in neck due to some extra
cervical spine joints.

With the problem of
plenty, memory will be
worst, affected. As more
and more information is
produced collaboratively
and co-operatively on social
platforms lesser and lesser
will be retained. Also, with
advanced search algorithms
by our side, who needs to
worry about remembering
something? Learning by
rote will be extinct in future.
This will impact the memo-
rability of human beings as
lesser effort will be given
to remember anything. The
incentives that existed in
the past to learn mathemati-
cal tables or capitals of the
countries have ceased to ex-
ist. Society is now rewarding
people who have application
skills, who can combine ex-
pertise in multiple subjects
to yield insights and solve
layered business problems.
The demand for people
who can blurt out facts has
completely evaporated. The
processing that’s required
to memorize things will
weaken during time, leading
to complete adaptation ofthe
neurons and brain functions
that govern memory.

With so much data float-
ing-around us and machine
learning algorithms parsing
them, Al is getting adaptive
by the day. The rich data
that’s getting ingested is only
leading to more informed
choices and better decisions.
The role of luck, or the un-
known is getting subsumed
by intelligent analytics or
processed data that was
earlier not available. The
traditional belief structures
rooted inreligion of God are
getting displaced by more
data-centric approach or
‘Dataism1, as Yuval Harari
calls it. So much structured
and unstructured data is
getting generated—be it
location data, emails, OCR
processed reports, Facebook
posts or likes, WhatsApp
messages, tweets etc.—
which enables algorithms to
do the data analysis and deci-
pher the subterranean trends,
patterns and phenomena
underlying these data sets,
paving the way for better
understanding ofsociety and
things around us. As more
and more evidentiary proofs
are available for our actions,
the needle of our belief will
keep swerving away from
the universality of God.
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Reinventing education

TO say that the Covid 19 pandemic has disrupted
learning is an understatement. The forced closure
of educational institutions has resulted in an
abrupt end to education as we have known it.
This has pushed school managements to evolve
and develop digital learning tools. For over
a year now online education has become the
buzzword. The pandemic has pushed schools
across the world to adapt to online teaching. In
every new initiative there are bound to be hic-
cups but once a pattern sets in, both teachers and
students benefit from online teaching. Experts
suggest that the greatest advantage ofthe online
education system is that knowledge can become
global. In India at present institutes like IITs,
I1Sc and NITs have globalized online education
while universities have tried to nationalise their
online education system. With the third Covid
wave looming, many countries foresee a long
term shift away from the classroom and adapt-
ing to better online learning modules. However
this shift is not without its challenges. Experts
believe that the unplanned, and rapid move to
online learning - with no training, insufficient
bandwidth, and little preparation is bound to
result in a poor user experience that is not con-
ducive to sustained growth. Others however are
ofthe view that anew hybrid model ofeducation
will emerge, with significant benefits. The inte-
gration of information technology in education
will be further accelerated and online education
will eventually become an integral component

of school education

There are, however, challenges to overcome.
Students in distant villages without reliable
internet access and/or technology struggle to
participate in digital learning. This gap is seen
across countries. But those with access to the
righttechnology have benefited. Research shows
that on average, students retain 25-60% more
material when learning online compared to
only 8-10% in a classroom. This is mostly due
to the students being able to learn faster online;
e-leaming requires 40-60% less time to learn
than in a traditional classroom setting because
students can learn at their own pace, going back
and re-reading, skipping, or accelerating through
concepts as they choose. In recent times there
have been raging debates about a learning app
developed by a particular educational institution
for schools in Meghalayathat follow the MBoSE
curricula. As with every new initiative there are
teething problems for teachers and students since
adaptation requires time and a mindset change.
Not all teachers can transition to online teach-
ing with the same speed. It’s a new learning for
teachers as it is for students. But time is the great-
est teacher and soon the students, teachers and
parents will experience the benefits of such apps
and laud the efforts of the app developer.

Letters to the F.ditor

HIKAI - a
boon for
students

Editor,

Apropos the article by
Dushyant Wadhwan cap-
tioned, ‘Hikai -a headache
for teachers’ (ST July 12,
2021), I am a teacher and
also a parent working in
Ramakrishna Mission Sec-
ondary School, Sohbar. The
writer should stop acting as
if he is the mouthpiece for
RKM teachers or parents
with his personal opinion
about the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion Schools or the HIKAI
app. It was especially dis7
gusting to note that while the
writer flaunts a rich man’s
charity in helping the help-
less widow’s daughter up-
load her assignments, he also
feels sorry for us teachers
who help our own students
to do so even though we are
paid for it. Give us the op-
portunity ofbeing of.service
to our children without a
patronizing tone. And how
on the earth do we under-
stand the extra expenses she
has to incur in uploading
assignments when our chil-
dren are able to manage with
existing upload limits in our
mobiles? HIKAI videos can
be preloaded on any device
without the internet. Even
these videos assigned as per
daily timetable do not take

much space. Do we have to.

presume that his son’s gam-
ing download is affecting
the maid's children and not
the HIKAI? HIKALI is a poor
man’s saviour and not the

other way round.

And whosoever is feed-
ing wrong and tempered
information is really com-
mitting a crime. It is alleged
that HIKAI was thrust on
us without any preparation.
This is far from the truth. If
there is any slack in its imple-
mentation, we are all equally
responsible, if not more,
in taking time to adapt to a
new method of teaching. It
is basic human nature to run
on old groves thanto struggle
to create new ones. Butwhat
we could achieve with all
our limitations is a matter of
pride, not aheadache. We are
among a chosen few schools
that could function during the
pandemic, and to complete
more than 40% of our syl-
labus, conducted exams, and
published results. Just allow
us more time, and we may be
complaining when you ask us
to go back to the old ways.

Notonly us, itis amazing
also to hear online lexicon be-
ing used by children of these
interior villages (Sohbar is 25
kms from Sohra towards the
Bangladesh Border). There
are days together when.we
are cut off from the rest of
the world because of no in-
ternet. And suddenly, we are
introduced to HIKAI that still
works, internet or no internet.
Yes, my children will tell .you
they can upload their assign-
ments or watch videos even
ifthey are unable to use their
mobiles for other puiposes
because of a modem in our
School. This is the intranet
WIFI zone they are aware
of thanks to the Mission for
installing a WIFI tower. They

(SIX)

In Defence Of HIK A Civilwarimminentin

Afghanistan as Taliban

terror intensifies
By Sankar Ray

Of late HIKAI, an online
educational portal, launched
by RKM Ashrama, Sohra,
in collaboration with Vive-
kananda Cultural Centre
(VCC), Shillong, has been
publicly debated on its pros
and cons. Thanks are due to
Dushyant Wadhwan, who
has gone the extra mile in
attempting to dissect HIKAI
(albeit superficially), in his
letter to this newspaper cap-
tioned HIKAI - a headache
forteachers (ST, 12/07/2021).
As an insider and a teacher
involved in HIKAL, after giv-
ing a serious reading ofWad-
hwan’s observations, | feel it
is important to put things in
clearer perspectives.

HIKAI is an immediate
and timely response to the
sudden halt ofnormal school-
ing following the onslaught
of the Covid pandemic in
2020. RKM Ashrama Sohra,
has over 10,000 students
under its wings and it is
imperative that these young
minds should not suffer col-
lateral damage as far as their
education is concerned. It
is proven, historically and
psychologically that any
continued and major disrup-
tion of normal life affects
children not only in the pres-
ent but also has the potential
to make them future losers
in many fronts of life. Left
unattended and unengaged
with mind building activities,
children are prone to go way-
ward and hence their vibrant
energy gets channelized into
unwanted ends.

Though started in 2020, it
is only this year that HIKAI
has been implemented in full
throttle. Last year the portal
was operated on a trial-error
method (technically speak-
ing) where pre-recorded vid-
eos on different subjects were
available for the students to
watch. Submission ofassign-
ments was not overstressed
because offline teaching was
also allowed by Octobejr-No-
vember, and the term end ex-
ams also could be conducted
offline. However, the Covid
trend now seems ta reinvent
and linger, putting the student
community in disarray. This
has motivated the Ashrama
in Sohra and the VCC in
Shillong to modify and up-
grade the portal enabling
both students and teachers to
study and work from home
so that a semblance of seri-
ous work for teachers and
educational engagement for
students is in place and con-
structive and consequential
results (not only academic,
per se) achieved.

are also conversant on how
to convert files, reduce sizes
and all online nuisances. In
a way our children received
an additional skill thanks to
HIKAL

Do you know how much
training and support we re-
ceived before saying “its
implementation leaves much
to be desired” to create con-
fusion? We are always initi-
ated in any activity, new or
old, by our management by
conducting orientation train-
ing to at least one program
coordinator. | should say use
the word ‘they host’ instead
of ‘train’ as we are provided
transportation even during
the pandemic, good lunch,
tea, etc. along with the train-
ing. The Head Teachers also
get oriented separately about
these initiatives. For HIKAI,
additionally, a single point of
help specific to each school
is created by the Mission to
address day-to-day problems.
All our schools are well
equipped to handle HIKAI
and also train students and
their parents during the pan-
demic. Some schools and

.teachers take these seriously

and some do not and land up
burning midnight candles to
complete their targets. They
should work sincerely instead
of propping up this issue in
the newspaper.

And who is Dushyant
Wadhwan to cast aspersions
on teachers when he ques-
tions whether the assign-
ments are checked or only
80% statistics? Perhaps the
writer is content with the lot
ofgovernment schools which
are now being instructed

By Banlam K Lyngdoh

But this is not to say
that acceptance and success
should come overnight. It
is too early to make a judg-
ment call on HIKAI. Even
now HIKALI is in an evolving
mode. But whatever is said,
the point that this portal is
created for the sole benefit
of students should not be
understated and overlooked.
Ifwe are ready to accept that
this is for our children, then
whatever we would have to
say would be only towards
its enhancement.

M f

Yes, one may find some
aspects ofthe endeavourto be
wanting. Firstly, connectivity
is a serious circumstantial
issue. But this should not be
a stumbling block. Gradu-
ally the mind-set of both
parents and students should
change and once the mind-
set changes a hurdle is just
something to be overcome. If
parents accede that this is for
the future oftheir wards, then
they too should try to leave
no stone unturned in seeing
that their children derive
the most from it. A friend, a
relative somewhere is there
to help. Questions can be
downloaded and sent.across.
Students on their part can
write a heap of assignments
on a weekly basis and travel
to the other end of a village
where connectivity is good
and ask a friend or a relative
or awell-wisherto help in up-
loading them. Surely it takes
avillage to raise a child. You
will see that when you desire
for anything intensely, the
entire universe collaborates
to make it happen. Impedi-
ments will always be there for
anew thing to function and it
takes the cooperation of all
stakeholders to make ita suc-
cess. | reiterate on the change

to start preparing the study
materials for students. Or is
it worth appreciating that the
RKM schools are already us-
ing video lectures and notes
and setting pace for the rest
to follow. It is better to wear
out than to rust out.
Yours etc.,
H Kynsai Tangdhara
RKM, Sohbar

1

Editor,

I would like to bring to
your kind notice the posi-
tive development that has
been taking place in the state
since the last few months
especially in the field of
education, by those who
have taken this persistent
problem as an opportunity.
As parents, teachers and all
right'thinking citizens from
cross sections of society are
worried about the future of
our young minds due to the
severe impact of the pan-
demic, Ramakrishna Mission
has introduced a new and
effective online portal named
HIKAI (Hybrid Interactive
Knowledge Assimilation Ini-
tiative), thereby giving huge
reliefto students and teachers
of the schools affiliated with
MBOSE. Through HIKAI,
the processes ofteaching and
learning are brought back to
life and both teachers and
students are back onthe right
track. It gave a huge relief
to parents as their children
can have access to it without
spending extra money. More
interestingly, is that, this free
online portal which has been
planned in accordance with

of mind-set, because this, is
the only way for any initia-
tive to become a blessing. If
in Meghalaya, this mindset
change had not taken place
when education was offered
to the local two centuries ago,
where would we be? Then
poverty was rampant coupled
with superstition. But be-
cause gradually people’s
perspectives changed, we are
now where we are.
Secondly, most teachers
are rural based who haven’t
faced the camera in their

entire life until very recently.
Some of them are on the
verge of retirement and to
whom modem gadgets are
rather an encumbrance. They
never dreamtthatthey would
experience such a drastic
change. But desperate times
call for desperate measures.
In spite of their camera shy-
ness and clumsiness with
the tools, they are trying
their best for the sake of the
students, and in the process
exposing themselves to the
judgment of all and sundry.
Believe me, we may be good
and fluent educators speaking
with confidence in the class
room, but we may be found
stuttering in front ofthe cam-
era. As mentioned above, we
are evolving.

Nothing can be further
from the truth than to say
that HIKALI is a headache for
teachers. Aworkload maybe,
but certainly not a headache.
Since Mr Wadhwan has spo-
ken personally to one teacher,
whose views he values and
shares with the world, let me
also be personal. In fact, | en-
courage students to send their
raw footage to me. | continue
giving them instructions over
phone or WhatsApp. If that
doesn’t suffice | offer to help

the MBOSE syllabus, is not
meant only for the students
of all RKM schools, but
students of different schools
as well have access to it
provided they register on-
line for free. It is learnt that
the response is.very posi-
tive and students from dif-
ferent schools of the state
and even from other states
of India have registered.
This is a success story of
education. Hence, HIKALI is
Ramakrishna Mission's free
gift in the field of education
which is beyond anybody's
expectation or imagination.
However, it is painful to see
that instead of appreciating
this selfless effort contributed
by RKM, certain lobbies find
it hard to digest the fact.
Furthermore, what is most
shocking isthat some persons
with certain motives use the
mediato tarnish the image of
Ramakrishna Mission on the
basis of false and unfounded
allegations which is devoid of
even an iota of truth. This is
nothing new, since there are
few with crooked mind and
ill feelings towards others for
reasons best known to them.
They are ungrateful beings
who do not wantto know the
truth nor allow others to do
so. Inspite of various social
services that the Mission
had been doing in helping
the poor, the downtrodden
and the neglected sections
of society of different com-
munities for many years, be
it - health care, providing
food materials during this
pandemic on a massive scale
across the state the Mission
is not appreciated. This is a

them. And | know of many
RKM teachers who do this.
Only a day before | got a call
from one teacher in Zakabari
who wanted clarification on
a certain assignment of the
subject | teach. He told me
that he and the teachers in
his school help the students in
everything except (he joked)
on writing their assignments.
And one thing is worth men-
tioning here. It is not that the
management monitors our
work from home. We may sit
in front of the screen follow-
ing the normal school hours
or we may bum the midnight
oil,, that’s up to us. But that
the management should know
that both teachers and stu-
dents are sincere, aminimum
submission of 80% of the
assignments is a must.

Which brings me to my
last point, why 80%? In nor-
mal school mode, generally
schools make 80% attendance
a criterion for students to be
allowed to sit for a term end
exam. lIrrespective of stu-
dents’ performance in other
domains, they have to satisfy
this condition. Regularity re-
flects sincerity and respon-
sibility. But considering the
newness of the programme
and the direness ofthe times,
this demand is never made
draconian in HIKAI. Yes
pressure is given to all stake-
holders but that too by ex-
tending and re-extending the
deadline. All students were
made to understand before the
first term online exam, that
they were eligible to appear
only on submission of 80%
assignments. Most students
didn’t comply. Yet all were
allowed to appear for the
exam. We gave the defaulters
a chance to still submit their
assignments before publish-
ing their results. Those who
complied gottheir results. But
for defaulters we extended the
deadline further and further
and further to the extent that
teachers are overburdened
with correction of both first
term and second term assign-
ments. Why somuchtrouble?
Is itnotthat we wantto see all
children through considering
theirs and their parents’ lack
of resources? All we are do-
ing is creating avenues for the
horses to be taken to the wa-
ter. Whether they bend down
to drink or not it’s a different
matter, and here a modicum
ofstudents’sincerity or insin-
cerity becomes apparent. But
one should not be blamed or
critiqued for showing them or
taking them to the water.

(The writer teaches at
RKM HS School, Sohra.
Email analakuly@ rediff-
maiL.com)

clear manifestation of "their
absolute ignorance.

Whatever be the case, we
(teachers of RKM) aren't
perturbed or distracted by
such lobbies who have been
trying hard to mislead others
just because they cannot lead
themselves. We are at our
own stations as appointed,
always ready to help the stu-
dents through various means
in case ofany distress without
causing any extra burden on
parents. We will march ahead
to carry on the legacy of Ra-
makrishna Mission (RKM),
the Mission with a vision. As
Swami Vivek'ananda once
said, "If the poor cannot go
to education, let education go
to them™.

May- good sense prevail
upon each and every one,
even the lobbies too.

Yours etc.,

H. Isslowell Khongsit.
Assistant Teacher
RKM School, Sohbar.

Editor replies: The
Shillong Times is committed
to providing a platform for all
voices including dissenting
voices. Not everyone will
agree with everything that
is done even with the best of
intentions. Instead ofberating
the dissenters the RKM would
do well to explain the benefits
ofthe HIKAI App.

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

The 20-year US war in
Afghanistan, hand in hand
with the Afghan National Se-
curity force against the Tali-
ban is over. General Austin
“Scott” Miller - the highest-
ranked officer on the ground
- handed down command to
US-based four-star General
Kenneth McKenzie, bringing
the longest US war nearer to
its end at a time by the end
of August. Seizing the pow-
er vacuum, the Taliban are
making sweeping advances
across the country. Cashing
in on the gradual reduction
ofNATO (mostly American)
forces, the Taliban army is
out to capture the whole of
land-locked country. The
Taliban propaganda is on
through YouTube claiming
that it occupies 85 per cent of

652,864 square kilometers of .

Afghanistan, butthat appears
exaggerated. Nonetheless,
one-fourth of the hilly coun-
try is under the Taliban.

The Taliban seem speak-
ing from high horses with
powerful assault arms, aimed
at people who tend to speak
out, but unlike in the past,
the common masses, even in

the rugged rural terrain are
against the Taliban rule and
its nightmarish dramatiza-
tion. All this hints that a civil
war awaits Afghanistan and it
may be a protracted one.
The question is whether

.the westernmost SAARC

country will be under Taliban
control and by when? Or is
it that the opponents of Tali-
ban regime will combat the
Talibanjuggernaut, no matter
even ifthe ANSF, hypotheti-
cally, collapses completely?
Almost half of 37.5 mil-
lion people are women and
Taliban are against woman
empowerment despite their
repent pretension to allow so-
cial development of women.
Little wonder, hundreds of
women in the streets of the
northern and central Afghani-
stanwere seen marching with
assault rifles, waving their
arms and chanting anti-Tali-
ban slogans. The ruling gov-
ernment in Kabul, headed by
President, Dr Ashraf Ghani,
backs the defiant ‘Second
Sex’, albeit secretly. “There
were some women who just
wanted to inspire security
forces, just symbolic, but
many more were ready to
go to the battlefields,” stated
Halima Parastish, head of
women’s directorate in Ghor
and one of the marchers.
‘We’re ready to go and fight’,
she assured.

Afghanistan Analysts Net-
work in a study ‘Between
Hope and Fear: Rural Afghan
women talk about peace and
war’narrates the happenings
in large parts of the coun-
try on how Afghan women
activists and their unrelent-
ing and articulate push for
greater and more meaningful
representation in the peace
process. In their campaigns
and advocacy they made it
clear that their struggle was
not just’forthe protection of
women’srights, butrather for
a sustainable peace.

Women are desperate to
be assured of their social,
economic and cultural rights.
Peace is what they crave for,
butthe option to take up arms
is a compulsion, forced by
‘political Islam’, to quote a
frontline woman functionary
whose parents were brutally
killed when she was a tod-
dler.

Given this situation, the
Afghan authorities informed
that they have installed an
anti-missile system at Kabul
airport to counter incom-
ing rockets and Taliban’s a
blistering offensive across
the country. Over the years,
the US military installed
several C-RAMs (Counter
Rocket, Artillery and Mortar

Systems) across its bases,
including at Bagram, to
destroy incoming rockets
targeting the facilities. But
the operations are no easy
as they are of a complicated
technology. But necessity
imposes an imperative for
invention, expectedly, the
problem will be success-
fully tackled.IThe system is
already operational. -

The external situation
is*not favourable for the
Taliban. Even Pakistan is
treading a path which may
not make the ultra-Islamic
leadership happy. Appar-
ently sympathising with the
Taliban, the Pak army brass
are for moderation of their
Afghan policy. Recently, the
Pakistan’s Chief of Army
Staff General Qamar Javed
Bajwa and Lieutenant Gen-
eral Faiz Hameed, head of
the intelligence agency, the
Inter-Services Intelligence
at an off-the-record meeting
with the members of Na-
tional Assembly and Senate
ofPakistan briefed aboutthe
post-US security situation
in Pakistan. More than the
grapevine had it, the law-

mm

makers army were told that
any crackdown against mili-
tants of the Afghan Taliban
group inside Pakistan might
generate a blowback. The
tWo military biggies report-
edly said the Afghan Taliban
and the Tehrik-e Taliban
Pakistan - the Pakistani Tali-
banhave all along been “two
faces ofthe same coin.” The
Pak army and the executive
are professedly antagonistic
towards the TTP.

There are clear signs of
a policy shift of the China
which in the 1990s had
bonhomie with the Tali-
ban purely for commercial
reasons. In end -2000 the
Chinese envoy called on
the Taliban supremo Mul-
lah Omar in Kandahar in
late 2000 in. order to con-
vince the Taliban to stop
harbouring ethnic Uyghur
militants who were sheltered
operating in Afghanistan
with the East Turkmenistan
Islamic Movement and in
return, the Taliban wanted
China to accord diplomatic
recognition to the Taliban
government and veto further
UN sanctions. They agreed.
Chinese companies set up
and spread their activities
in Afghanistan. A strange
coincidence was inking,of
an MoU for augmenting
economic ties on 11 Septem-
ber 2001. Things had turned
upside down immediately
thereafter.

Volte face in interna-
tional diplomacy is not very
uncommon. The recently
released Atlantic Council’s
Rafik Hariri Center for the
Middle Eastreport, anew re-
port by Dr. Jonathan Fulton,
‘China’s Changing Role in
the Middle East.' Speaks ofa
perceptible shift in geopoli-
tics with East Asia and the
Middle East drawing closer
together. ‘Energy trade ex-
plains part of this, as Japan,
South Korea, and China
are consistently among the
largest export markets for
Middle East oil and gas.
In the case of China, the
relationships have moved
beyond economic interests
to incorporate strategic con-
cerns as well’, the report
observed.

Russian unpredictabil-,
ity apart, Turkey, Qatar and
several Islamic countries
are very unlikely to back
the posture of Taliban which
is in no mood to walk col-
linearly with the interna-
tional peace process. Women
are desperate The Taliban
obstinacy to force unwilling
to bow down to guns may
cause their isolation. The
civil war ahead is due to
thoughtless Taliban leader-
ship. (IPA Service)
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Violence, rape in Bengal
THE National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has indicted the Mamata Banerjee-led
West Bengal government for the “gross apathy”
it showed in containing the mob violence fol-
lowing the huge electoral success of the ruling
Trinamool Congress after the May assembly
polls. An NHRC panel that enquired into the
series of incidents across districts has reported
to the Calcutta High Courtthat there were griev-
ous offences like murder and rape; and that this
called for a detailed CBI probe to fix responsil
bility. What it meant was that the present state
police probe will not help in fixing the guilty.

The violence in several parts ofthe state could
nothave taken place on such a massive scale had
there been no planning at the apex. Allegations
were that the ruling party and chief minister
Mamata Baneijee who headed it had created the
conditions for these violent incidents to teach the
rival BJP a lesson. This was for the aggressive
manner in which the saffron leadership includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi campaigned
againstthe CM and her party. The NHRC panel
stated that there was no rule oflaw but only “law
of the ruler.” In fact, the post-poll situation in
West Bengal was similar to the 2002 Gujarat
Riots, but less in intensity of course, and then
CM Modi had been accused ofcomplicity. Even
though this might have a grain oftruth, nothing
can be proven in court! Just as Modi could not
face any retribution or indictment from court,
Baneijee too is bound to have an easy escape.
The systems in the country are progressively

losing their teeth.

Atthe same time, the Baneijee establishment
has dismissed the charges against it and said all
the allegations were politically motivated. This
is the standard style response from politicians
across the spectrum. Yet, what should not go
unnoticed is the hurt that is caused to reputa-
tions of Constitutional mechanisms like NHRC
and the National Commission for Women over
time. No one is convinced that such institutions
formed to help the weaker sections do any great
work. In part at least, they are there for the show.
They beat around the bush. They act as adjuncts
for the ruling political establishment whether at
the central or state level. The appointments of
heads of these entities are politically-guided.
Little wonder that they dance to the tunes ofthe
establishment. This could happen in respect of
the West Bengal-level State Commissions too.
As a result, the trust deficit against the ruling
establishment is growing.

Letter's to the Editor

Give HIKAI
a chance

Editor,

Apropos of the letter in
your esteemed daily by Du-
shyant Wadhwan (ST July
12,2021) | am distressed by
the caption,‘HIKAI-a head-
ache for teachers.” At the
outset the writer describes
it as an admirable App af-
ter having gone through
the interface of HIKAI and
claims it to be at par with
online learning portals used
in schools apd universities
abroad. If that be so, then
why the above caption? It is
not only confusing and mis-
leading but it also misguides.
It will upset the teachers,
who are putting all-out ef-
forts to make it successful
and absolutely productive
for their students. However,
Wadhwan deserves special
thanks for finding the HIKAI
portal an admirable one.

We are all aware that the
present COVID pandemic
has affected everyone but
especially the student com-
munity at large. Students
are specially worried about
their uncertain future. At
this moment of crisis, the
launching of RKM HIKAI
portal has relieved many of
them. HIKAI portal can be
accessed by any student of
any school in Meghalaya
through free registration.
In this period of stagnation,
at least the students can
continue with their studies
sitting at home and do the
needful by submitting their
assignments etc. for different
videos of different subjects.
The students of RK Mission

schools have already ap-
peared for the 1st Term Ex-
amination and even gottheir
online results. The facts and
figures are all available in
the RKM HIKAI portal. The
figures available in the portal
itselfreflecthow popular and
useful it has already become
among the students.

So far as the RKM teach-
ers are concerned, they too
are busy in correcting the as-
signments submitted by the
students through the portal.
The statistics of activities
performed by the teachers of
RK Mission Schools through
HIKALI in different districts
of Meghalaya .are not only
overwhelming but also quite
appreciable. Through this,
they are doing their job sit-
ting at home quite success-
fully and efficiently. Many
ofthe RKM Teachers hailing
from the deep gorges/interi-
ors of Khasi hills have been
striving to help their children
in uploading the completed
assignments. Many of those
schools’ performances are
more than 80% and in many
cases it is 100%. The teach-
ers have neither been grum-
bling nor been -feeling it a
headache. Their sheer love
and responsibilities towards
their students have motivated
them to do so. Such acts by
our teachers in the interiors,
where the network is always
very poor and where the
community of people are
socio-economically chal-
lenged they deserve not
only appreciation but they
should be an eye-opener for
those rare few(as mentioned
by Wadhwan) who feel that
uploading assignments for
the students to be cumber-
some.

Even before any talks
on the Assam- Meghalaya
border disputes could be for-
mally held, the Assam Chief
Minister, Himanta Biswa
Sarma has fired the first salvo
by claiming that Meghalaya
had made 53 incursions into
Assam thus far. The docu-
mentation for those incur-
sions have obviously been
recorded in Assam Police
dairies. I may sound naive but
Meghalaya has neither the
wherewithal nor the gump-
tion to intrude into areas
under dispute between the
two states. On the contrary,
there is clear documenta-
tion by Meghalaya Police
of the number of times that
Assam police have given the
people of Langpih a bloody
nose. Quite a few residents
of Meghalaya residing along
the disputed areas have even
beenkilled infiring by Assam
Police. In March last year, the
MLA of Boko, Nandita Das
visited Langpih and accused
Meghalaya of incursions
into 14 villages belonging to
Assam since 2016. Das said
she had written to the then
CM, Sarbananda Sonowal
and PWD Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarmaabout this since
she wanted road connectiv-
ity in the area but there was
no- response from either of
them.

In 1985, a Committee
headed by YV Chandrachud,
retired chiefjustice of India
was constituted to go into the
claims and counter claims
by Assam and Meghalaya
on their areas of dispute.
The Committee awarded
Langpih to Assam based on
the maps presented by the
State. Meghalaya rejected
the Chandrachud Committee
recommendations based on
maps provided by the then
United Khasi and Jaintia
Hills District Council and
that of the traditional chief-
tains (syiem) of the area. So
how does this dispute get
resolved today unless Assam
agrees to cede those areas
under conflict or Meghalaya
agrees to letthem go?

The border dispute be-
tween Assam and Meghalaya
has seen enough bloodshed
and bickering. Assam has set
up police outposts and settled
its people in the villages in-
side Meghalaya on the basis
of its ancestral claims to
these areas. They include
12 disputed areas of Upper
Tarabari, Gazang reserve
Forest, Hahim, Langpih, Bor-
duar, Boklapara, Nongwabh,
Matamur, Khanapara-Pilang-

Itis surprising to find that
the teacher as mentioned by
Wadhwan finds it a big stress
to upload assignments for his
students. What can be more
ridiculous than this? The
concerned teacher should
feel proud that he is trying to
help many students because
at this time, he neither has
to attend to his regular class-
room teaching nor involve
himself in any activities,
which otherwise he should
have done on usual school
days. This is a real time of
struggle when the teachers
should be more in contact
with their students to boost
their morale and guide them
so that students do not lose
track ofeducation. Thisisan
emergency-situation and the
roles played by the teachers
towards their students be-
come more significant than
ever before.

So far as the submission
of 80% of assignments are
concerned, there is nothing
wrong in it. The students
must be given certain spe-
cific tasks to ascertain their
active presence on the portal
to keep them busy in their
studies and related activities.
Had any such indicator not
been set up, the progress of
the students would not have
reached up to the point as it
has reached now. It can be
well understood by anyone.

Through the HIKAI por-
tal, RKM authorities have
kept both the students and
the teachers active during
this period of stagnation.
Even, Wadhwan deserves
special thanks for helping his
maid-servant’s child in this
regard. Such anoble gesture
must motivate many others
to come forward and help the

Assam-Meghalaya border disputes

Who's the referee?

By Patricia Mukhim

kata, Deshdemoreah Block |
and Block Il, Khanduli and
Retacherra.

Assam’s contentious bor-
ders with Mizoram, Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh too
have been the location of
some bloody and ugly repri-
sals from both sides of the
border. In Assam’s Barak
Valley three districts share
a 164 km long border with
three districts of Mizoram.
Border disputes started ever
since Mizoram was created
in 1987. In a recent incident
people from Mizoram alleg-
edly lobbed grenades at the
road construction workers
in Cachar district of Assam
near the Mizoram border.
Thankfully there were no
injuries on account of the
blast. Ironically the incident
happened a day after the chief
secretaries of Mizoram and

collects about Rs 8000 per
truck load of agricultural
produce.

This writer had visited
the same areas in November
2020 and found a police
outpost of Assam Police in
areas which are evidently in
Meghalaya territory. Mean-
while, a particular commu-
nity has been settled there
by Assam Government. The
community is engaged in
farming, cattle and goat rear-
ing. The Rangbah Shnong of
the area spoke to us about the
problems they face there and
said they felt orphaned since
the border dispute seems to
be unsolvable and an ongo-
ing headache for them even
while there does not seem to
be any aggressive action or
contestation by Meghalaya
Government.

But Meghalaya is not

“In 1985, a Committee headed by
YV Chandrachud, retired chiefjustice
ofIndia was constituted to go into the claims
and counter claims by Assam and Meghalaya
on their areas ofdispute. ”

Assam met in New Delhi to
discuss the ongoing border
dispute between both states.
Whatdoes this imply but that
the people of Mizoram do not
agree to the claims of Assam
on their land! As can be ex-
pected the meeting remained
inconclusive since Mizoram
soughtmore time on Assam’s
proposal to maintain status-
quo along the border and
withdrawal ofsecurity forces
from the disputed areas.

In their recent visit to
the border villages under
Ri Bhoi district Congress
MLAs George Lyngdoh and
Mayralborn Syiem heard
the villagers complain about
high-handedness from the
Karbi Anglong District
Council which lays Claim
to those areas under Megha-
laya. Jatalong village with 63
households and a population
of over 300 people is now
mapped as belonging to As-
sam by the Survey of India.
Further, Jatalong is now
declared a reserved forest.
There are two Blocks under
dispute between Assam and
Meghalaya in Ri Bhoi dis-
trict since 1950. But what is
distressing is that the farmers
ofthe area who grow wheat,
ginger and broomsticks, are
reportedly being harassed by
the Karbi Anglong District
Council of Assam which

socio-economically weaker
ones and also help RKM
HIKAI portal to become an
increasingly helpful one.
Because ofthis COVID pan-
demic, we cannot sitathome
idle for months together do-
ing nothing. Think of those
students, who do not have
such a system to come to
their rescue. It needs no ex-
planation that the adverse to
state that sitting athome idle
for months together , what
may have been happening
to them. For the sake oftheir
children, even the parents
belonging to the weaker sec-
tion have been trying their
best to help their children.
Because there is no way out
now butto acceptthe current
situation as a challenge and
try the best possible means
to overcome it.

So far as the imparting
of technical knowledge to
the students of different
steps regarding accessing
and using of the HIKAI
portal is concerned, videos
are uploaded from time to
time for all concerned. Any
new technology needs some
time for the masses to grasp.
But blaming and counter-
blaming shall only retard
the progress and create un-
necessary controversies.
When aninnovation is being
tried out in the best interests
of students and teachers it is
expected that all should co-
operate to make it actively
functional. The situation de-
mands that every individual
co-operates and helps RKM
authorities to make it a very
strong portal for each and
every student and teacher of
the state.

The motto of RKM
HIKAL portal is to keep the

alone in this situation. There
are regular skirmishes in the
Assam- Nagaland border.
Unlike the Meghalaya Po-
lice which is more benign,
Nagaland Police have not
taken things lying down.
To be talking of a give tfnd
take policy when it comes to
resolving border disputes be-
tween Assam and Nagaland
or between the four states
of the region and Assam is
like asking the avaricious
big brother to concede to
give away what he already
possesses. Is that even pos-
sible unless the big brother
discards his precious avatar
and turns gracious and mag-
nanimous? And what would
be the election'reprisals if
the big brother takes such a
decision? This matters in the
politics of optical illusions
being played today.
¢ For the moment Himanta

Biswa Sarma nurses ambi-
tions of being India’s future
Prime Minister. In the North
East, Himanta is seen as the
natural leader because he
heads the North East Demo-
cratic Alliance (NEDA) Look
at how our own political
leaders from Meghalaya are
making a beeline for Dispur.
ChiefMinister, Conrad Sang-
ma has visited the Assam CM
for issues that are seemingly
related to the border disputes

teachers and the students
actively involved with their
day to day teaching and
learning. Far from being a
headache this active digital
medium is an innovation that
will carve out a constructive
way forward through the
present period of stagnation
and crisis. .
Yours etc.,
eIndrajit Das
Ramakrishna Mission
Teachers’ quarter
Khliehshnong, Sohra

Welcome
. break from
lockdowns

Editor,

The Euros have been a
great place of escape for
most of us during the last
month, especially during
these hard times. It has pro-
vided us with something to
look forward to each night
particularly at a time when
there are few things to look
forward to. The games them-
selves were entertaining;
yes the tournament started
off very cagey in the group
stages with teams pulling up
their opening jabs hesitating
to swing hard and constantly
testing the waters, as the
risk was not worth it, for in
this tournament even a third
place team would usually
qualify provided you win
one ofthe three games. That
all changed in the knock-
outs though and we were
treated to that wide variety
of football paradigm that
the competitive European
game with all its prestigious
Leagues had to offer.

but which political observ-
ers believe revolves around
matters related to the MDA
Government in Meghalaya
which has been sailing on
stormy seas for a while now."
Assembly Speaker, Metbah
Lyngdoh and Health Minister
AL Hek have all been con-
fabulating with Himanta for
different reasons. The BJP in
Meghalaya has been fighting
internecine battles for awhile
now. Some want the present
BJP president Ernest Mawrie
to step aside and let health
Minister AL Hek take over
as President- an action that
violates the one man one post
principle of the BJP. Mawrie
and Hek have been meet-
ing Himanta to resolve this
matter. In a sense therefore,
Himanta is the Prime Minister
of the North Eastern states
by virtue ofbeing the NEDA
chief.

In Assam, Himanta has
marshalled two Bills - one
against cow slaughter and
the other to implement the
two-child norm. The only
other state where the two-
child norm is being pro-
posed is Yogi Adityanath’s
Uttar Pradesh. The legislation
banning cow slaughter will
have its impacts on the tribal
states since the cattle have to
transit Assam and the cattle
merchants are from Assam.
Already our cattle butchers
are feeling the pinch and not
getting the requisite number
of cattle for slaughtering.
So far, the Government of
Meghalaya has not taken up
the issue of cattle shortage
with Assam when that is the
only protein that the majority
ofMeghalaya’sresidents rely
on. This shortage has led to
beef prices spiralling here.
Meghalaya is one state where
price rise never seems to be
an issile. )

Considering that all the six
states plus Assam are part of
NEDA, might it not be pos-
sible that the above two laws
might also surreptitiously
enter the tribal states also?
We never know, for politics
makes strange bedfellows.
For now, Himanta is one up
on everyone else. | don’t see
how the border dispute can be
resolved through a give and
take policy when Himanta
stands to gain in stature by
wresting areas belonging to
the other states and making
them part of Assam. The
only way out is to have an
independent mediator. But is
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah going to be that referee?
Only time will tell.

B

It always amazes me how
art and sports (particularly
football for us as a people)
manages to provide tempo-
rary relief from the stress
and strains of daily life.
And what the pandemic has
taught us especially during
the complete worldwide
lockdown last year, is that
these activities are nottrivial
but ,in fact, necessary aspects
ofa functioning civilization,
because of the real life les-
sons they teach us or at least
for the sake of keeping us
sane if not anything else.

To conclude, one of the
lessons that | learned from
the finals between England
and Italy is that England
with its galaxy of attacking
“stars” decided to start with
five defenders in the final,
scored one goal and was
happy with it for the rest of
the game. It was not until
the 71st minute ( after Italy
had equalized) that a tacti-
cal change was made and in
the 199th minute two other
’star” forwards were brought
on not to change the game
but to take penalties. The
Italians on the other hand
were decisive and risked ev-
erything and ended up win-
ners. “ No risk, no gain.” In
football as in life one needs
to take chances because it
hurts more to lose by play-
ing it safe than losing after
you’ve given it your best.

Yours etc.,
Celestial P. Passah,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Afghan turmoill:
Big challenges
before India

By Dr Jayashree Nath

The withdrawal of the
United States security forces
from Bagram Airfield on
July 1 after nearly two de-
cades and without inform-
ing the Afghan government
signals a strategic failure
of the US approach on Af-
ghanistan. The recent pull
out of US forces signals
the coming instability and
insecurity that Afghanistan
and the region will face in
the coming days. In its early
years, the US led war on
terrorism was motivated to
ensure that Taliban regime in
Afghanistan could no longer
harbour international terror-
ists. The policy provided a
positive aspect of stability
and security in Afghanistan,
established a democratic re-
gime for a temporary period.
However, after the killing
of mastermind Osama bin
Laden, the weariness that
overtook the US gradually
reenergised the Taliban to
regain control in the region.
Currently, almost 85 to 90
percent of Afghan territory
is under the control of the
Taliban and the country has
been going through a civil
war like situation. Besides,
the established democratic
institutions and goverpment
in Kabul also remained lim-
ited and powerless due to its
overdependence on foreign
aid. The US has hot speci-
fied a comprehensive plan
on economic aid and security
assistance.

Post 9/11 and India’s
Approach on Afghanistan

Post 9/11, war on terror-
ism in Afghanistan provided
India prospects to revitalise
its lost relations with Kabul
extending towards Central
Asia, Iran, Russia and be-
yond, India, considering
the geopolitical, economic,
energy and security implica-
tions, had established rela-
tions based on humanitarian
assistance and development.
India’s developmental ap-
proach towards Afghanistan
isthe embodiment o fthe soft
power approach benefiting
both the countries. India’s
humanitarian assistance and
developmental projects de-
spite the attacks and threats
includes the construction of
parliamentbuilding, schools,
colleges, hospitals, dams,
construction of roads and
railways to connect within
and bordering countries,
sending biscuits, wheat etc.
New Delhi helped to connect
major highways and provide
an alternative gateway to
land-locked Afghanistan
by constructing roads that
connect to the Chabahar
port of Iran. The major ad-
vancement of Taliban in
Afghanistan is a setback
for India as New Delhi has
established cordial relation
with the Afghan people and
a democratic governmentin
Kabulpost9/Il hadengaged
in community building ser-
vices, medical and health-
care services through de-
ployment of Indian doctors
and nurses, engineers for
construction of roads, train-
ing and scholarships to civil
servants, training Afghan
military personal in India
etc. India’s investments in
various projects and humani-
tarian assistance is aimed at
future prospects and pros-
perity in Afghanistan that
will augment the security
and stability of the country
and the region. The TAPI
pipeline project, INSTC are
some major ongoing projects
to be mentioned which are
hamstrung by the security
situation in Afghanistan.
India’s Afghan Concerns

Afghanistan remained an
important factor in further-
ing India’s foreign policy in
its neighbourhood region.
It is a nation that shares a
long border with Pakistan
that always carries security
implications for India both
internal and external, on the
Other hand, it shares border
with energy rich friendly
countries of Central Asia,
Russia and lIran. Besides,
since remote past the region
shared cultural and civilisa-
tional relations which found
a new dimension post-colo-
nial development, while par-
tition divided colonial India
into two independent coun-
tries founding the ground for
lifelong enmities. Interest-
ingly, Afghanistan was never
ruled by colonial master
and managed to remain as
a buffer zone between Tsar
Empire and British Empire.
Moreover, New Delhi for a
very short period oftime af-

ter independence was'able to
establish good relations with
Kabul resulting the signing
of ‘Friendship Treaty’ in
1950. .
Nevertheless, the rise of
Islamic fundamentalists and
Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan impacted the relations
and creating instability to
the whole region at large and
India too. The hijacking of
Indian Airlines and the nexus
between Pakistan, Taliban
and Islamic fundamentalist
worked against India in J
& K region gained a new
height in terms of security
concerns. Pakistan is a key
player that used to spread
anti-Indian propaganda not
only in Afghanistan but to-
wards Central Asian region.
Pakistan plays a key role in
terms of security, stability
and broader security point
of view that is interlocked
with India’s domestic and
regional security perspective
and connected with New
Delhi’s Central Asia policy
too. Islamabad reserved a
very cynical view on In-
dia’s approach in the region.
Pakistan, was found carrying
out anti-Indian activities
and attacks in Afghanistan
associating with insurgent
groups especially with the
Haqgani Network whichwas
engaged in attacks of Indian
aid workers in Afghanistan
including the 2008 suicide
bombing attack on Indian
Embassy in Kabul. The U.S.
intelligence agency was
able to trace the connection
between Haqgani Network
and Pakistan’s Intelligence
Agencies for the attacks.
Pakistan is a key concern
for New Delhi in furthering
t Afghan policy. Afterwards,
" India was allowed to deploy
its own security personnel
ITBP to provide security
for Indians working in Af-
ghanistan.

The controversial amend-
ment of Indian Citizenship
Act that provides condi-
tions to apply for Indian
citizenship by those who
are persecuted on grounds
ofbeing religious minorities
that included the people of
Afghanistan is an important
area of concern. The ethnic
minorities of Afghanistan
already started fleeing to
neighbouring countries of
Central Asia, Iran and Paki-
stan. New Delhi may see a
sharp rise in asylum seekers
from the region.

The Initiatives:At the dip-
lomatic and strategic level,
. New Delhi has been engaged
in cooperation and negotia-
tion with major stakeholders
onAfghanissues. Ithas been
proactively engaged in both
bilateral and multi-lateral
initiative that advocates for
a secure, stable and prosper-
ous Afghanistan. New Delhi
supports an Afghan-led and
Afghan owned peace process
that will help to establish a
sovereign, united, democrat-
ic, peaceful, inclusive, secure
and stable Afghanistan. As a
major developmental part-
ner, India shares Dialogue
platforms with United States
on Afghanistan including
becoming a key member of
the Heart of Asia-Istanbul
Process on Afghanistan.
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) is another
platform that includes major
regional powers of Russia,
China and India. It also
includes all neighbouring
countries of Afghanistan;
Central Asian countries and
Pakistan. Afghanistan is an
observer member of SCO
group. However, nothing can
Change the upcoming turmoil
ifthe differences among the
countries of the region and
major powers continues. The
need ofhouris tojoin hands
together to find a definite
plan to resolve the Afghan
crisis. The picture is one of
disarray right now.

At this critical juncture,
New Delhi is looking at
dialogues with Eurasian
countries as these countries
share their concerns with
India. Indian External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
was visiting one country
after another starting from
Tehran, Moscow, Eurasia in
line withthe ministerial level
meeting of SCO to ensure
a common programme on
the recent developments in
Afghanistan.

The writer is Assistant
Professor, Dept, ofPolitical
Science, Morigaon College,
Morigaon (Assam) E-mail:
jayasreemorigaoncollege@
gmail.com
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Manipur back to lockdown

THE Manipur government has imposed a strict
10-day lockdown in the state, starting 18 July.
This came after Manipur reported its highest
single-day surge over the past few days as the
state recorded 1,104 fresh Covid-19 cases over a
span of 24 hours, taking the cumulative number
ofactive and positive cases to 8,210 and 80,521
respectively. The wide prevalence of the Delta
variant of Covid-19 in Manipur has necessi-
tated that the state takes stringent measures to
break the chain of transmission. According to
the Manipur Health Department as many as 17
people succumbed to the virus across different
hospitals on Thursday even while a total of
70,985 patients have recovered from the disease.
With more people getting cured of the disease,
the state's COVID recovery rate has improved.
Only essential services related to water and

power supply, telecom,

internet, air travel and

agricultural activities will function as usual.
The rising Covid graph in the North Eastern
states has been a cause ofworry for the Centre as
cases in the rest ofthe country have come down
and unlocking has begun. Only Kerala is now
battling the Zica virus. Among the North Eastern
states, cases in Tripura have been on the rise.
Moreover, data from states like Mizoram and
Nagaland are difficultto come by even as testing
and vaccination hesitancy both remain a chal-
lenge. This time Covid has taken a toll even in
distant villages where healthcare infrastructure
is at its worst and communications bottlenecks
abound. Reasons for the virus entering the vil-
lages this time is due largely to movement of
people from villages to the urban centres and
then carrying back the virus with them. Inter-
district movement can only be curtailed up to a
point. There are traders and truck drivers who
have to bring essential goods to the villages.
With strict testing facilities remaining largely
absent the virus gains entry into these villages
and what happens thereafter remains unreported.
Also, reasons for the high mortality rates in most
ofthese states is because ofdelayed admissionto
hospitals. Mizoram and Manipur have also had
large influx of refugees from Myanmar where
the Covid situation is unreported but which the
refugees claim is bad. The army which has taken
control of the country does not allow anything
to be reported. North East India has to remain

on high alert.

I Letters to the Editor

Poverty is
upfront and
personal

Editor,

Poverty and the suffer-
ings of ordinary citizens are
not sexy subjects to write
on and debate about. Social
media is replete with dis-
cussions on politics. What
triggers debates especially
in Meghalaya and among our
urban millennials are topics
on corruption and the trading
of charges between political
parties. Even newspapers are
full ofsuch topics because it
is assumed that readers are
interested in only politics
and crime and nothing else.
Ofcourse, sports aficionados
scan the sports pages reli-
giously and those interested
in feeling the real pulse of
Meghalaya read the articles
by our local writers who
prise out the entire gamut of
issues plaguing the State and
its people.

It takes a certain sen-
sitivity to understand that
people are suffering the con-
sequences of the pandemic
to the point when they no
longer feel shame to enter
peoples’ homes and ask for
food and money. This has
been the experience of quite
a few people these days. |
am not sure if that is called
begging. When people are
desperate (and what can be a

more desperate situation than
to not have food to eat when
one is hungry), everything is
fair. In Khasi we call it- “Ka
banse ka thom ia ka sang”
meaning that when one is at
the end of one’s tether then
the word taboo is alien.

Meghalaya is nearing
three months of lockdown
and it does not look as if
things will open up any time
soon even as the State awaits
the third wave. The daily pos-
itive cases seem to move like
the tide; one day up the next
day down. Thankfully the
daily death toll has waned.
And what’s troubling the
Government is peoples’ stiff
resistance to the vaccination.
Butthe continued restrictions
on movement on account of
the lockdown is beginning
to tell on peoples’ mental
health as their small and
medium businesses struggle
to survive. Then there is the
plight of taxi drivers who
only getto drive twice aweek
and whose salaries have been
drastically reduced.

Owners of retail stores
across Shillong too are feel-
ing the pain and they see
their businesses folding up.
Their only option is to take
a bank loan but with repay-
ment looking problematic
in these times, even banks
are reluctant to lend. | was
speaking to a shop owner
in Laitumkhrah who bit-
terly quipped that those in

UP’s anti-people
law on population

The draft bill by the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to
enforce what is commonly
referred to as the two-child
norm has caused much politi-
cal noise. In sum, ‘The Uttar
Pradesh Population (Control,
Stabilisation and Welfare)
Bill, 2021 ’proposes that mar-
ried couples who bear more
than two children will forfeit
the right to a governmentjob,
to contest local polls and a
host of other benefits. The
timing is of course wrong,
but there is much more that is
obnoxious here with the trap
of false debates on popula-
tion numbers being the root
of all the nation’s troubles.
The ChiefMinister ofIndia’s
largest State Yogi Adityanath
was plain wrong when he

said on July 11 (Sunday) that
rising populatipn is the root
of inequality and other ills
facing society. But he is not
the only one to blame. Across
the political spectrum, the
idea appears to have taken
rootthat our population num-
bers are problematic. Witness
Sharad Pawar and some oth-
ers coming out in support of
this position, which turns all
understanding ofdemograph-
ics on its head. Several other
States already have put in
place some version of the
two child norm over several
years, but it's impacts have
not been formally studied.
The movement on the
population graph follows the
same patterns everywhere.
Underdeveloped economies,
poorer families, uneducated
couples have a high fertility
rate. As they move up the
socio-economic ladder, the
number ofchildren per couple
declines and this taken in the
aggregate eventually leads to
population numbers stabilis-
ing, even declining. This is so
of all observed people any-
where in the world. Muslims
are no different from Hindus
or from any other religion.
Couples forced by their cir-
cumstances take decisions
that are wise and useful and
meaningful from their point

the State Secretariat who
take decisions to open and
close shops according to an
undefined rationale get their
salaries every month without
fail so they canjuggle around
their decisions even if those
don’t make sense. He went
to state that the Government
seems to have a special af-
finity only for hawkers who
are allowed to sit and sell
their wares until 8 pm when
all shops are asked to close
at 3pm.

Since shops open on alter-
nate days even in in localities
ifpeople run out of groceries
they have to get their cars
out and go to Laitumkhrah
or Police Bazar where shops
are open. This is a nightmare
they can do without in an al-
ready distressing situation.

Shop owners in Police Ba-
zar, Laitumkhrah and other
commercial areas wonder
whether it is not the brief of
the MLAto speak ontheir be-
half. They moan that no one
is representing their voices in
the Government. The ques-
tion that arises is - who is
the Government consulting
when it passes these arbitrary
orders? Almost all states of
India have opened up be-
cause the economy is crum-
bling evenwhile inflation has
shot up but in Meghalaya we
are paying the price for the
Government’s bungling in
handling the second wave of
the pandemic.

By Jagdish Rattanani

of view, their unique lenses
and their expectations of the
place they will land in the
foreseeable future. This isno
different from how inflation
expectations of the rich and
the poor are known to vary
- in one study, “while the
high-income group displayed
amarked increase in concern
aboutthe risk of deflation, the
low-income group generally
maintained its concern about
ongoing inflation.” Life hits
the rich and the poor in dif-
ferent ways and so their
behaviours and responses are
natural different.

The poor tend to have
more children because ofsev-

eral reasons that are well-re-
searched, widely understood
and universally accepted
among all demographers.
The poor have less access
to health services and so
child mortality tends to be
higher; a higher number of
children then becomes an
insurance against the death
of the child and the financial
support that an extra pair of
hands can provide early on in
life. The poor also have less
education, are less aware of
the available contraception
method-mix and often can-
not access services in a safe,
timely and cost-effective
manner. And when the girl
child is not educated, when
the age at marriage is low,
when the health ofthe child is
weak, it leads to poor health
of the mother and low birth
weight of the child in preg-
nancies that are early in life,
reinforcing a cycle that leads
to more children and higher
mortality. In other words, a
high population growth is
nothing but a mirror to the
state of development of the
nation or the State under
question.

In these terms, Uttar
Pradesh is a less developed
State. It featured among the
earlier ‘Bimaru’ States, so
called because of the poor

And sadly those who have
never encountered poverty
are now taking decisions on
behalf of the poor.

Yours etc.,
Phrangsngi Dohling,
Via email

On the 2-child
policy

Editor,

Far from becoming a bur-
den on the nation, popula-
tion is actually a national
asset which needs to be har-
nessed to the full to make a
nation truly prosperous in
all respects and in different
fields. And India is fortunate
enough that this huge popu-
lation includes a very large
percentage of youth brigade
who have the luxury ofyears,
energy and agility to lead the
nation for a significant period
oftime. Hence when leading
figures of Indian politics la-
ment about the "population
explosion” as if it is a hin-
drance to the nation's growth,
it certainly invokes laughter.
It resembles ignoring the
value ofprecious minerals by
sitting upon unlimited gold or
oil reserves.

To ensure full utilisation
of human resources, the
concerned authorities are
required should create more
job opportunities. But far
from creating it; be it in the
central sector to the states -
all are engaged in a lunatic rat

demographic indicators these
States showed, relative to
rest of India. Bihar, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan, UP
made for the acronym ‘Bi-
maru’, which indicated that
they were demographically
“sick”; the areas also covered
Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and
Uttarakhand, which were not
separate States whenthe term
was first coined in 1980. Re-
search dating to 2015 showed
that the ‘Bimaru’ States had
not converged on most of
the indictors studied - they
continued to be backward
compared to the national
average.

Yet, there has been prog-

ress and it has come without
the draconian law that is
now being proposed, deny-
ing rights to a couple on the
basis of the number of chil-
dren they have. Consider the
simple statistic: UP’s Total
Fertility Rate, or TFR (the
average number of children
a woman would have in her
child bearing years, based
on current birth trends) has
steadily declined - 4.2 in
2006,3.5in2010,3.1 in 2015
and 2016, 3.0 in 2017 (SRS
data). To compare, Kerala’s
TFR has moved in the same
years down from 1.8 to 1.7,
staying well below replace-
ment levels of 2.1. How has
this been achieved by Kerala?
The answer is well-known -
active policy measures that
support health and education.
In UP, the decline is slow as
support systems and health
infrastructure improve rather
slowly over time. NFHS-4
(2015-16) reports that 46.2%
of Under-5 children in UP
are stunted, the second worst
performing State - only Bi-
har is worse. Improving this
requires investments in the
health sector, not laws that
deny rights, check papers
or set up punishments for
couples.

The proposed law limits
ration card entitlements but

race to shrink human strength
just to lessen the "burden” of
paying salaries, pensions and
related benefits like medical
assistance. However, there
is no shortage of funds while
spending on bullet trains, or-
ganising mass yoga, gigantic
statues, lofty flags, new capi-
tal project, temples or space
missions!

Today there exists not a
single sector in the country
where vacancies do not ex-
ist! When necessity demands
more creation ofjob openings
to provide livelihoods to the
youth brigade and in turn
render proper service towards
the society, the hard reality is
that even the existing posts
are rendered vacant! While
vacancies have increased
the youth are not getting
jobs. The ever-shrinking
workforce is burdened with
more and more work load
and as aresult the delivery is
unsatisfactory.

Moreover, in a chain reac-
tion the vacancies in several
sectors have a ripple effect.
In office premises many
people gain sustenance by
vending food articles, tea
and snacks. Most of them
have a fixed clientele and
earn their livelihoods in that
manner. But with the pas-
sage of time while personnel
retire, recruitments have
either stagnated or the intake
is negligible. Automatically
with loss of clientele, their

fails to ask who in the fam-
ily will suffer if food runs
short - it will inevitably be
the mother and the children,
further ingraining poverty
into the next generation rather
than help the State move
up the development ladder.
It speaks of polygamy and
polyandry and gives multiple
sets of explanations on how
the number of children will
be calculated - still restricted
to two, but it offers no view
on divorcees, widows or wid-
owers. It does not speak of
children who may be bom out
of wedlock. It says adopting
more than two children would
be in contravention of the
proposed law, if the couple
already has two children,
opening new worries and

questions on how adoption
should be viewed. It appears
not to consider the risk of a
rise in unsafe abortions, sex
selection or children being
given up for adoption.

The bill is clearly hastily
drafted. It will meetwith legal
challenges if passed in this
form. But it does deep dam-
age already. While we debate
the two-child norm, the.real
issues that have caused UP
to become ‘Bimaru’ while
vast tracts of India are close
to replacement fertility lev-
els without these laws, will
be forgotten. We will sink
further into the idea of force,
power, law to fix an issue
that has everything to do
with people, poverty and
development. We will spend
money on administering re-
wards and punishments, on
affidavits and claims, on in-
crements and incentives, and
that much less on health care
centers and services that are
the only guarantee of giving
us a nation where people are
educated, healthy and on the
way to becoming productive
citizens so that the nation can
truly reap the demographic
dividend.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and a faculty
member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal) (Syndicate:
The Billion Press) (e-mail:
editor@jthebillionpress.org)

income also gets reduced of-
ten compelling them to wind
up their business.

With Covid forcing more
retrenchments even the chil-
dren of the hapless job los-
ers will have to drop out of
school or college and enter
the market of child labour. If
morejob openings are created
along with filling up of all
vacancies in all sectors our
borders can be protected with
more vigilance, our medical
centres can provide better
service, our educational sector
can ensure better teaching, po-
licing in society can be more
stringent, people would have
more money in their pockets,
their children can get highly
educated. Also purchasing
power will increase demand
thereby providing that much
needed boost to the economy.
Hopefully economic inequal-
ity will give way to all round
prosperity.

However, which path the
concerned authorities adopt
is their prerogative, but this
excuse of "population explo-
sion" must stop immediately.

Yours etc.,
Kajal Chatteijee,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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POLITICAL
DELICACIES

By Rahil Nora Chopra

Prashant Kishor meeting
Congress bosses sets stage
for poll battles

As Congress's Punjab
drama continues to play out,
election strategist Prashant
Kishor on Tuesday met for-
mer Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra amid specula-
tion that he was involved in
finalising a truce deal be-
tween Punjab Chief Minister
Captain (retd.) Amarinder
Singh and his arch rival,
Navjot Singh Sidhu. Though
there was no confirmation
from the Congress, as per
sources, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi too met the poll
strategist and the discussions
were regarding the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. While

Navjot Singh Sidhu had left
everyone guessing about his
next move by tweeting that
AamAadmi Party (AAP) in
Punjab understands his vision
and Punjab model, however,
the presence of Congress
general secretary for Uttar
Pradesh, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, former Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Harish Ra-
wat, who also is the Con-
gress in-charge for Punjab,
at Mr. Gandhi’s New Delhi
residence, along with gen-
eral secretary (organisation)
K.C. Venugopal conveyed a
sense that the meeting could
be about other poll-bound
States like Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand that go to
polls along with Punjab early
next year. The speculation is
that the party could be using
PrashantKishor’s servicesin
all -these poll-bound states.
Kishor has worked with the
Congress previously in all
these three states.

Congress plans to corner
BJP in House on COVID,
Rafale, fuel hike

The Congress is looking
to comerthe ruling Bharatiya

policy. Kumar saidthat Bihar
rather emphasizes on educat-
ing girls to bring down the
rate ofreproduction. Former
CM and Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Secular) chief Ji-
tan Ram Manjhi came in
open support of CM Nitish
Kumar, whose bold stand
has divided the state NDA.
“In matters of population
control, HAM welcomes the
statement and ways-as given
by Nitish Kumar. It is due
to the impact of education
among girls that the fertility
rate of Bihar is less than the
national average,” Manjhi
tweeted. “Therefore, it is
necessary that other states
also adopt the Nitish Kumar
model on population con-
trol,” he added. However,

former Bihar deputy chief
minister and senipr BJP
leader Sushil Kumar Modi
urged the allies to not make
contradictory statements on
the issue and suggested that
the party sit together and
arrive at a common agenda.
Meanwhile, with BJP lead-
ers in several states advo-
cating population control
policies, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said had the Jan Sangn not
opposed the then Congress
government's measures in
the 1970s, India's popula-
tion would have been under
control by now.

A national role for
Kamal Nath after
Congress rejig?

Senior party leader and
former Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Kamal Nath
met Sonia Gandhi setting
off rumour of a possibly
bigger role for him in the
party. The meeting was also
attended by Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra. Kamal Nath had also
recently met Sharad Pawar
at his New Delhi residence
after the NCP chief met

The monsoon session ofthe Parliament
is set to commencefrom July 19jnnd will
continue till August 13. The debate will be
led by Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury in Lok
Sabha and MaUikarjun Kharge in
Rajya Sabha.

Janata Party (BJP) over vari-
ous issues like alleged mis-
management ofthe Covid-19
crisis, border disputes with
China, farmers' agitation and
the questionable Rafale deal
during the monsoon session
of the Parliament. The Con-
gress leaders are also set to
raise the issue of rising fuel
prices in the Parliament. Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
on Wednesday asked Rajya
Sabha Opposition leader
Mallikajjun Kharge to coor-
dinate with other Opposition
parties and formulate ajoint
strategy to take on the NDA
government in both Houses
of Parliament. The monsoon
session of the Parliament is
set to commence from July
19 and will continue till Au-
gust 13. The debate will be
led by Adhir Ranjan Chow-
dhury in Lok Sabha and
Mallikaijun Kharge in Rajya
Sabha. It was discussed in
the meeting of the Congress
parliamentary strategy group,
chaired by party president
Sonia Gandhi.

As Nitish takes issue with
UP population policy,
NDA stands divided

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar refrained from en-
dorsing Uttar Pradesh’s new
and controversial population

some Opposition leaders
amid talk of the formation
of a larger opposition front
against the BJP. Congress
sources have said that the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) would soon
meet and the process to
elect a new party president
would start. The AICC ses-
sion is likely to happen in
September-October of this
year. Sources have further
said that Kamal Nath is
likely to get an important
responsibility in the national
Congress.

AAP, SMv Sena,
Samajwadi Party silent
on Stan Swamy’s death

The death of Stan Swamy,
the 84-year-old priest jailed
onterror charges in Mumbai,
sparked criticism from all
most all opposition parties
but for the Samajwadi Party,
Shiv Sena and Aam Aadmi
Party, which have elected to
stay mum on this matter. The
silence of AAP has further
alienated the party from its
progressive supporters who
backed its stance against
the Centre. AAP leaders
privately admit that their
leader Arvind Kejriwal has
decided not to make public
intervention if there is no
political gain. (IPA)
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looKing anew at
urban planning

s temperatures rise and
global warming is a ‘hot’
topic, literally, cities need

to implement adaptive strategies

that are responsive to local cir-
cumstances to mitigate the cli-
mate crisis, writes Steve Fox

Although cities occupy just two
percent of the world’s landmass,
they consume more than two-
thirds of the world’s energy and
are responsible for more than 70
percent of global carbon dioxide
emissions, according to the C40
Cities Climate Leadership Group,
a New York-headquartered coali-
tion of 97 global megacities (in-
cluding five Indian cities), that
supports sustainable action on
climate change.

As temperatures rise due to cli-
mate change, dense metropolitan
areas are likely to be affected in
a more pronounced manner than
other areas. Additionally, with
many of the world’s largest cit-
ies located on coastlines, urban
areas face huge risks from rising
sea levels and devastating coastal
storms, which are both effects of
climate change. “Cities are not
only the main cause of climate
change but also the most af-
fected,” says Rohit Vijay Tak, a
Fulbright-Nehru M aster’s Fellow
in urban design at the University
of California, Berkeley and man-
ager in the Sustainable Cities:
Urban Transport and Ro-ad Safety
program at the World Resources
Institute India.

“While newly planned cities
can be developed considering

climate change, it’s the inhabited
cities where the challenges are
more complex,” says Tak. “More
than half of the world’s popula-
tion lives in such urban areas,
which are responsible for about
75 percent of global carbon di-
oxide emissions.

To mitigate this challenge,
cities need to limit their green-
house gas emissions by reducing
the demand for energy, develop-
ing greener energy alternatives
and supporting more sustainable
lifestyles.”

Policies that target specific
industries have proven quite ef-
fective, says Shalini Sharma, a
postdoctoral Fulbright-Nehru
Environment Leadership Fellow
at Columbia University who is

now chief executive officer at the
Sanshodhan E-Waste Exchange in
Hyderabad.

“In India, the government has
mandated that the construction
sector use a minimum of 30 per-
cent renewable energy,” she says.
“This has been a great strategy,
as it can reduce 30 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions from
this sector.”

Tak notes that cities must also
respond to the reality that climate
change is already happening. “To
prepare cities to better respond to
the current or expected climate
change, it is important to imple-
ment adaptive strategies that are
location-specific and responsive
to local circumstances,” he says.
“Adaptive strategies help prepare

Bengal on a plate

f there was one MasterChef Australia Season 13
contestant who had judges and viewers eating out
of her hand throughout the just-concluded edition

In the grand finale, Kishwar prepared 'panta
bhaat', which she gentrified as Smoked Rice Water.
A humble peasant dish, it consists of cooked rice
soaked in water overnight, served with 'pakodas’
and a sour preparation made with 'mourola’ fish (the
local equivalent of anchovies), lashed with a gener-
ous squeeze of the fragrant 'gondhoraj' lime.

Kishwar served 'paanta bhaat' with 'aloo bhorta'
(the Bangladeshi equivalent of what Bengalis on our
side of the border know as 'aloo bhaate' — boiled
potatoes mashed with hot mustard oil, onions and
green chillies). The inventive home chef added
sardines and salsa to make the duet a truly cross-
over dish.

The MasterChef Australia Season 13 favourite
lives in Melbourne with her high-school sweet-
heart and husband, Ehtesham, who's also of Ban-
gladeshi origin, and they have two children — an
11-year-old son, Mikayle, and a four-year-old
daughter, Seraphina.

Her parents, as Kishwar shared so proudly with
NetworklO, the Australian TV channel that hosts
M asterChef Australia, are "pillars and founders of
the Bangladeshi community in Victoria".

Her father, in fact, has been awarded the Medal
of the Order of Australia (OAM) for his outstanding

of the reality TV show, it was Kishwar Chowdhuryontributions to his adopted country.

a printing press owner and mother of two from Mel-
bourne, and one of the three who made it to the grand
finale telecast globally on Tuesday, July 13.

Bangladeshi netizens may have been outraged
over what Dhaka Tribune described as "such blatant
Indian appropriation of what they considered to be
a Bangladeshi icon", but the truth is that Kishwar's
parents are from both sides of the border.

Her father, Kamrul Chowdhury, who Kishwar
says moved to Australia as a student around 1971,
met her mother, Laila, who's from Kolkata, in Mel-
bourne. They got married and settled down in their
adopted city, which Kishwar, the self-proclaimed
"Royal Bengal Tiger mom", now.considers home.

Kishwar’s choice of dishes for MasterChef Aus-
tralia was a tribute to her mixed parentage: 'khashi’
(mutton) rezala, 'machher jhol' (every Bengali's
staple fish curry), 'bhapa machh' (steamed fish in
mustard curry), '‘phuchka chotpoti' (tangy pani-
poori), the street favourite on both sides of the
Great Bengali Divide, and vanilla and pistachio
kulfi, which she described as 'Persian and Vanilla
Roses".

And as Kishwar's profile on the NetworklO web-
site, 10play.com.au, states: "Their [her parents']
stature led to her home becoming a self-described
soup kitchen of sorts, with family members,
friends and community members popping over at
all times."

Having lived in Melbourne, where she earned her
Bachelor's in Commerce from Monash University,
followed by London, where she studied graphic
design at the University of tlie Arts, and then in
Dhaka, where she established her printing press,
Kishwar considers herselfto be very much a citizen
of the world. Her idea of comfort food is "dressed-
up soupy ramen" and her idol is Malaysian-born
Australian cook Poh Ling Yeow, an artist and author
who was a MasterChef Australia contestant in one
of its early seasons.

With her multi-cultural upbringing and culinary
influences, Kishwar truly represents Australia's
rainbow culture. As Dhaka Tribune concluded
grudgingly, "Let us not forget that she was born
and brought up in Australia and so is Australian
above alll™ (IANS)

cities to adjust to the effects of
climate change, thus linliting
their magnitude and severity.”

There are many adaptive strat-
egies cities can take to combat
climate change, says Sharma.
“Cities can use renewable energy,
retrofit buildings, use compressed
natural gas and biofuels, increase
the use of public transport, reduce
emissions from the waste sec-
tor, establish online services for
citizens throughout the city, plan
urban forestry, oxygen parks and
cool roofs, cap emissions from
industries, and focus on mini-
mizing emissions from supply
chains, among other things,” she
explains.

There’s no time to waste —
70 percent of the cities in the
C40 network report that they
are already feeling the effects of
climate change. Many experts be-
lieve that emissions must fall dra-
matically to limit global warming
to well below 2 degrees Celsius,
a goal set forth in the 2016 Paris
Agreement, which included com-

mitments by more than 190 na-
tions to combat climate change
and adapt to its impacts.

Although climate change is a
worldwide phenomenon, Tak and
other experts agree that opportu-
nities to address global warming
may be greatest at the level of city
government.

Local governments often have
closer relationships with their
businesses, residents and institu-
tions, allowing new policies to be
implemented more rapidly and
decisively.

“A bottom-up approach needs
to be followed,” says Tak. “Since
greenhouse emissions are concen-
trated in certain cities, treating
them as hotspots and implement-
ing mitigation policies can have
a large effect in demonstrating,
monitoring and evaluating change
that can help guide governments
at regional and national levels
in effectively scaling up their
efforts.”

Tak and Sharma agree that
recent extreme weather events

have accelerated recognition of
climate change and the need to
adopt new approaches to manag-
ing emissions.

“As opposed to immediate
dangers, climate change is often
a large-scale and slow process,”
says Tak. “However, the fre-
quency of extreme weather events
like flooding, landslides and
extreme heat and their disastrous
effects have increased awareness
and pushed scientists and gov-
ernments from the developed as
well as the developing world to
declare a climate emergency and
increase awareness about climate
change.”

Whilje the challenges of global
Warming may seem daunting, Tak
notes that both the source of the
problem and its solution reside in
the same place, offering reason
for optimism. “Climate change is
mostly a result of human-caused
greenhouse gas emissions,” he
says, “and thus could be mitigated
by influencing human behaviour.”
(SPAN-TWF)

Streaming: The
game changer

By Siddhi Jain

op sensation and electronica pro-

ducer Ritviz, who has recently re-

leased 'Khamoshi' as the first ofa
string 022 songs that he plans to release
in 2021, opines that music streaming has
changed the game. "Today, a new artist
does not need to get sighed to a record
label in order to have their music placed
in the same store as more popular artists
— global distribution is a single click
away for just about everyone,” Ritviz
tells IANSlife.

The synthpop-laced 'Khamoshi' is
a collaboration between him and pro-
ducer Karan Kanchan and has Ritviz's
trademark vocal stylings with a layer
of melancholy to the synthpop-laced
beat that resonates with nostalgia and
a time past, and the end result is a
song that has all the makings of an
earworm.

The new release shot in Jaipur has
also been added as the sixth track on
Ritviz's debut aloum, DEV, the tracklist
of which also included 'Thandi Hawa',
‘Chalo Chalein', 'Liggi', and 'Pran’. In
addition to 'Khamoshi', Ritviz will
release 21 songs — two collaborative
albums, one each with Nucleya and
Seedhe Maut — starting August till the
end of2021.

Ritviz, the most streamed Indian
indie artist on Spotify India, speaks to
IANSlife:

Q: Theindie musicscenein Indiais
atan all-time high and hasgrown to be
atpar withfilm music acrossstreaming
platforms over the lastyear. As the most
streamed indie artist on Spotify India,
whatareyour thoughts on thissurge of
popularityfor independent music?

A: Hence there's more independent
music coming out of the country today
than ever before, and it's only going to
get bigger and better. What every inde-
pendent artist needs to realise though, is
that while distribution is a click away,
the key is marketing. Film music is
marketed on the back of blockbuster
movies, synced to visuals which ac-
centuate the user experience and build
relatability — it's the complete pack-
age. As an independent artist — how
far and wide are you going with your
marketing?

Q: Canyou take us through the
making of "Khamoshi’? What about it
drewyou to working on this beat that
Karan Kanchan gaveyou?

A: Last year, Karan sent me a track
that he was working on, and as | was

listening to it some parts really struck
a chord with me and | started building
a whole different song in my head. He
was working with someone else on that
song but I couldn't help it, and | called
him up and said, "Let me get in on this,
I want to write this song with you!". He
probably wasn't expecting that but he
was game for it, and that was it. From
then, it took us almost 6 months to fi-
nally finish the track. In between, we got
together in December to shoot the music
video and we actually plannedto release
it back then itself, but the song wasn't
ready so we had to call it off. That said,
I couldn't have asked for a better time
for this to happen, I'm about to drop so
much music this year and this is where
it all starts!

Q: The name 'Khamoshi' is intru-
guing. Wereyou in a slightly different
creative headspace given what was
happening aroundyou, and the world
generally?

A: Personally, I've seen a lot of
change in the last 10 months. | moved
from Pune to Goa, rented out aplace by
myself for the first time, brought home

two beautiful dogs and above all spent
endless quality time with the people
that | deeply care about. It's been so
drastically different from how my life
has been for the last five years. What
really stood out to me in this time was
that, ever since the world changed a year
ago, there has been so much noise we've
all heard and seen on our screens, but
there’s this weird silence in our reali-
ties that has made us think inward, and
find ourselves as well as the world in
a new way. For me, the song is about
that. The title 'Khamoshi' isjust a vague
summary ofit. .

Q: You recently premiered in the
NFT space on WazirX. Why are NFTs
excitingforyou? Doyou haveplansto
become more involved in this space?

A: NFTs are a brand new concept to
most of us, and it's exciting for me just
as it is for anyone else. | don'tknow yet
what all the possibilities are with it but
I know it's going to be a huge part of
the future. My drop with Santanu was
an experiment and | feel it was totally
worth it. My eyes are opening up to the
bigger picture now. (IANSlife)



winning IS everywnere
doesnt happen at once

By Vishnu Makhiiani

he most important thing in
the Olympic Games is not
winning but taking part; the

essential thing in life is not con-

quering but fighting well — Baron
Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of
the International Olympic Commit-
tee and the driving force behind
the revival of the modern Olym-
pic Games in 1896, had famously
declared.

Perhaps the only example of
this was immortalised in the film
"Chariots of Fire" when Eric Lid-
del of Great Britain refused to run
in the 100 metres heats at the 1924
Paris Olympics as his Christian
convictions prevented him from
running on the Sabbath. It made
headlines around the world.

Sounds like an oxymoron in
today's world, when all that mat-
ters, whether in sports or life, is
the winning?

And rightly so!

"Winning puts you on the big-
gest stage. And shuts off all the
lights,” elite performance coach
Tim S. Grover writes in "Winning
- The Unforgiving Race To Great-
ness" (Simon & Schuster) as he.
strips away the cliches that create
mediocrity, and challenges you
to embrace reality with a single-
minded intensity.

"lI've seen Winning in all its
glorious generosity, and all its ex-
cruciating cruelty. One day it wears
a halo. The next day it has fangs.
You don’t get to decide which it
will be. You can only chase it, and
if you're willing to pay the price,
you might catch it. Briefly," writes
Grover, who was born in London
of Indian parents, offering a bru-
tally honest 13-point formula for
winning in sports, business or any
arena where the battle is fiercely
unforgiving.

By PL Ajai Bhambi

"Winning is everywhere. Every
minute, you have the potential to
recognise an opportunity, push
yourself harder, let go of the in-
security and fear, stop listening to
what others tell you, and decide to
own that moment. And notjust that
one single moment, but the next
one, and the next. And before long,
you've owned the hour, and the day,
and the month; Again, Again.

"It doesn't happen all at once...
For everyone, there are endless
setbacks, challenges, roadblocks,
letdowns, aiid issues that force
most people out of the race,"” writes

‘Star « Gazing’

Grover, who is world-renowned
for his work with Michael Jordan,
Kobe Bryant, Dwayne Ward and
thousands of athletes and business
professionals and is the Founder-
CEO of Attack Athletics Inc.
"Winning requires you to be dif-
ferent, and different scares people.
So if you're worried about what
others will say, the long-term ef-
fects, the sacrifices you'll make,
the sleep you'll lose; your family
being angry...I can't help you with
that. There's nothing typical' about,
the lifestyle and choices you'll
have to make. Winning is inside all
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Sun opposite Pluto on your solar return chart will give amazing results. Youwill
perform your job wed. You will also earn a lot of respect. You will also fulfill your
responsibilities well. You will also have the Inclination to do impossible tasks. You
wifl also have good monetary gains. You wH also make good investment deci-
sions: You will also be aleit about the matters of the home and office. Tasks with
your bosses will give wonderful results. You will also enjoy a wonderful equation
with your partner. Those who are single can get married. It is also important to take
proper care of your health. Useless thoughts will not cross your mind. Your family
membeis will come dose to you.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

Itis going to be a hectic week for you. You will be veiy busy in your
work. You will also have to deal with sudden developments at
your wortylace. Your social We will also keep you engaged. You
will be busy in meetings, discussions and parties. In the middle
of the week you will receive a good news from somewhere. It will
lift your mood. But you need to be careful in financial matters.
Your expenses will rise. Your income will keep increasing. Your
graph of popularity will creep upwards. This may make some
persons jealous of you. You will have a amazing time with your
mate. He/she will keep you happy. You will also share good
relations with your family members.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

It Is time to take stock of the things that have been going on for a
long time now. You need to do a major rethink on your way of

r doing things and expecting a lot from others. It will prove to be
helpful for you in the long run. You win have mental peace. And
IH pfer also monetaiy gains. Some important decision wifl be taken at

I

your workplace. You will also make certain changes in your
business. You will be sharing amazing bonding with your spouse/
partner. You will also be embroiled In family matters. Time man-
agement is in your hands. You will meet some close friend or
relative who will be veiy happy on meeting you. Business trips
win prove to be beneficial.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

These are days for fun, relaxation and lot of excitement building
in your life. You will be spending lot of time with your family after
a long time. You will plan to go on a picnic, retreat or long drive
with family. You will also look at the priorities of your family
members and discuss a few vital things with them. You will remain
close to your mate. Your siblings will also support you. You will
also remain on good terms wftti your peers and seniors. They
will support you a lot. You will remain financially well off. Every-
one will give you lot of respect. The time will be in your favor. You
will also make efforts to recover money given as loan to some-,
one. You wifl also meet an important personality in your field.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

Lot of good things will happen for you this week. You will have
gains in work/business. You will also remain popular at your
workplace. You will be having monetary gains. You will be busy
in doing good deeds. Your self confidence will also be high. You
will also make plans to buy a new house or vehicle. You will also
purchase some new items for your house. You will also under-
take major expansion of your business. You will remain dose to
your family members. Availability of things will bring happiness in
your life and win help to make you feel secure. Your mate will
remain a source of strength. You will spend most of your time on
entertainment and fun activities. There will be situation of changes
and transfer during this time.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

*

You wffl feel more energetic than usual. You will be cheerful and

happy with your family membeis. There will be lot of love, wfith C bu

and respect in family relations. You will make preparations for a
auspicious fundion. The favorable placement of planets will
bring lot of money to you. You will also get opportunities to rise
in your job/Work. You will also fall in love relations with an
unknown person an of a sudden. You will maintain a time table
for your daily activities. You will feel mental peace. Troubles that
you were facing for sometime will vanish. Despite efforts and
opponents, they will not be successful. T

Vigo: (August 24- September 22)

Your personality win come in front of everyone all of a sudden.
People will be amazed at this sudden transformation. Your
potentials and capabilities will be highlighted in front of every-
one. People wS be completely impressed by your skills. You will
also make lot of friends. And get opportunities to rise in your
work. Your financial position is good. You will also undertake
major renovation in your home. You will be flush with funds. The
feud will come to an end. Your brothers, sisters and family
members win pour emotions of love for each other. Your bosses
will be happy with your performance. You will meet old acquain-

tances, new friends and loved ones, and happiness will enter
your life.

Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)

You will be kept busy with your woik. You will be getting chance
with lot of like-minded people. You will associate with people of
simnar thinking and ideology. You will be having heavy work
load. Your bosses will be giving full support. You will also share
perfect equations with your spouse. You will look after your
elders wen. And will take interest in affairs of your family mem-
bers. Students will study haid and will be getting good results.
You will flaunt a more prindpled and diveise peispedive. Your
worries will get resolved. You will get back your money that was
given to someone. You will also take important and tough ded-
sions in your work. Money will be spent on luxury and lavish
lifestyle related works.

Scoipio: (October 24 - November 22)

9

ft is a period of change. You will be taking even minor things in
business and profession seriously. Business related trips will
keep you busy. Keep your eating habits and daily routine in an
organized way or you else may suffer a bit. You will receive
money from somewhere. You will also complete your tasks in a
peaceful way. You will pick up an argument with someone senior
at high position. It might upset you and spoil your mood. You will
get attracted towards love and romance. You will purchase
some new Items for house hold needs. You will also give a final
shape to the future projects seriously due to the financial condi-
tion being favorable for you.

Sagittarius:) November 23 - December 23)

You will woik haid at your job but results will not be that satisfac-
tory. Maybe you need to relax a bit and just take things easy. You
will be having tensions for money and finance. And will have to
struggle a bit. But you will find a way out of things. Gradually you
will gain profit in your woik. It is time to regain confidence of your
seniors. You will exchange good vibes with your spouse. You
wU also spend a lot on your family members. You will remain
devoted to your family and not afraid to take responsibilities. You
will be diligent in order to achieve your targets. You will go on
catching every opportunity from your financial point of view.
People will be impressed by your intelligence. The time is favor-
able for you and you will take full advantage of It. You will make
every work possible due to your courage and determination.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

The placements of planets indicate extravagance. But you need
to remain careful and not go overboard. Your reputation will
improve. You will be having sudden financial gains. Your ex-
penses too will rise. You just need,to keep things under control.
You will think about a job change. It is expeded that you wil
maintain pleasant relation with your bosses. Your earning will
be good. There will be miraculous change in your fortunes and
situations. You can also be drawn to a person known to you
leading to warm and fulfiling relationship. You will solve family
matters. You will also get relief from all the tensions you have
been canying for a while. You will receive the money that has
been stuck soifiewhere.

Aquarius: (Januaiy 21- February 18)

There will be sudden changes in your life. You can think of a job
change. You will also get a marriage proposal all of a sudden.
There will be spurt in expenditure on children related activities.
There will be some misunderstanding between husband and
wife which will get resolved timely too. You will also receive the
blessings of parents, elders, relatives and senior persons. New
acquaintances and contacts will be made. You will share good
bonding with your spouse. You will develop contacts with new
people and improve your relations with old acquaintances.
Government related matters will be solved. You will feel a new
energy within you.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

It is a wonderful week. You will get support of your better half. You
win also get favorable marriage proposals. You will also be busy
in preparation for a festival or function. Your finanda! position is
strong and stable. There will be on the spot expenses but do not
woriy as these expenses are for betterment and will be chal-
lenging. There will be success in many spheres - relationship,
love and profession. You will feel a lot more energetic at this time.
Your children will study hard and you will be proud of your
children's activities. It is time for love and romance. You will share
amazing bonding with your mate. You will also get extra income.
You will get close to family members. And will remain devoted to
your Guru. People will show faith in your abilities and you will not
disappoint.

of us, but for most, that's where it
will stay, trapped under a lifetime
of fear and worry and doubt,” Gro-
ver asserts.

So, how does one describe Win-
ning in one word? Uncivilised,
Hard, Nasty, Unpolished, Dirty,
Rough, Unforgiving, Unapologetic,
Uninhibited, Everything - that's
how the greats Grover has worked
with have termed it.

"If that describes your journey
and how you attack your goals, we
are speaking the same language,”
Grover writes as he unveils his 13-
point formula that he says can be

read in any order:

WINNING makes you dif-
ferent, and different scares
people.

WINNING wages war
on the battlefield in your
mind.

WINNING is the ultimate
gamble on yourself.

WINNING isn't heartless
but you'll use your heart
less.

WINNING belongs to
them, and it's your job to
take it.

WINNING wants all of
you, and there is no bal-
ance.

WINNING is selfish.

WINNING takes you
through hell. And if you
quit, that's where you'll
stay.

WINNING is a test with
Nno correct answers.

WINNING knows all your
secrets.

WINNING never lies.

WINNING is not a mara-
thon, it's a sprint with no
finish line.

WINNING is everything.

"Winning will cost you every-
thing, and reward you with more,
if you're willing to do the hard
work. Don't bother to roll up your
sleeves, just rip the fucking things
off - and do what others won't or
can't. They don't matter anyway;
you are in this alone.

"Stop being afraid of what you'll
become. You should be more afraid
of not becoming that.

"If you can’t buy into this, if
you believe you're not ready or
not deserving, if you're hot willing
to commit to your own success,
you've never won, and you prob-
ably won't. Because winners all
understand one thing: There's a
price to pay and you must pay it,"
Grover maintains.

mContending that in the language
of Winning, there is no talk about
motivation, he writes that motiva-
tion is for those who haven't de-
cided whether to commit to their
goals, or how much time, effort,
and life they're willing to invest to
achieve them. '

"I'm not measuring their level
of success - someone can be broke
or out of work or overweight or in
a bad situation, and extremely mo-
tivated to change that. I'm talking
about their need to have others to
push them into action with a swift
kick in the ass.

"I don't “ork with clients who
need that kick in the ass. If you
come to me, I need to know that you
are already kicking your own ass,
and you're ready for more. Like-
wise, I'm not a ii'/jmotivationa!
speaker'. | don't write motivational
books. I don't want to T"Vifire you
up’ - that’s your job. My job is to
take your greatest achievements
and build on them. | want to speak
to you in a language that takes your
best work and makes it better.

"That's the language of Win-
ning," Grover declares.

It's up to you now! Do you have
what it takes?

(Vishnu Makhijani can be
reached at vishnu,makhijani@
ians. in)

Skill Development
for vibrant careers

By Ranjan K Baruah

he current pandemic has
hit the job sector directly
around the world and more

in developing nations like India.

Recent global data are alarming
and challenging for young people
as well as elders or people working
with young people. Young people

.aged 15-24 have been even more

severely affected by the COVID-19
crisis than adults. Globally, youth
employment fell by 8.7 per cent in
2020, compared with 3.7 per cent
for adults. Young women have
been particularly hard hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic as compared
to young men. We have to plan for
the future with the help of skill
development.

Youths are over-represented
in the hardest-hit sectors of the
economy and the ILO estimates
that even young people who still
have jobs have seen their working
hours cut by nearly 25 per cent.
Eradication of. poverty means
people must be engaged in income
generating activities so that indi-
viduals can manage themselves
and also manage others in their
family. We are aware that low skills
perpetuate poverty and inequality.
When it is done rightly then skills
development can reduce un- and
underemployment, increase pro-
ductivity, and improve standards
of living.

The global community has re-
alized the importance of skill
development for getting decent
jobs and employment. In 2014, the
United Nations General Assembly
declared 15th July as World Youth
Skills Day (WYSD), to celebrate
the strategic importance of equip-
ping young people with skills for
employment, decent work and
entrepreneurship. This shows the
importance of skill development
and it is time to explore and de-
velop our skills for a sustainable
future. "

When we talk of skill develop-
ment then we have to understand
what it means. A skill is the capa-
bility to do something, in fact abil-

ity to do something effectively.

We develop skills through,ex-
periences in life and work. We
may learn skills by seeing others
or reading from books but it is im-
portant to explore and make them
our strengths if we want to be em-
ployed easily in any profession. Let
us understand the skills which are
important and needed. The list may
be endless but we shall discuss a
few skills in this edition. Skills can
be simple, such as making a bed,
or more complex such as playing
a musical instrument. In the work-
place you'll use a combination of
technical and personal skills.

Though the list is big but few
types of skills include Literary
Skills, Language Skills, Vocational
Skills, Sports Skills, Cultural
Skills, Life Skills and Employ-
ability Skills.

We are aware that people who
can read and write are literate. Lit-
eracy skills are all the skills needed
for reading and writing. Language
skills include ability to read and
write or communicate in different
languages or dialects. Knowing

different languages is always help-
ful for any profession. Vocational
skills are related to different voca-
tions like being a technician. There
are many different training ses-
sions conducted for the vocational
skill training by different training
institutes in collaboration with
government and other agencies.
Sports skills are ability to play and
do well in any sports and similarly
cultural skills include different
performance. The important soft
skill includes life skills and other
employability skills which are must
apart from having academic quali-
fication to get placement or get a
decent job. We have to understand
differences between soft skills and
hard skills or technical skills as all
are important to be successful in
life. We shall publish about differ-
ent skill training provided by the
government and other agencies for
young people.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com for any queries)
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Monsoon Session
IT’s time to take stock of the situation in the
country. Parliament begins its Monsoon Ses-
sion on Monday. Apart from presentation and
passage of a string of 20 bills, major issues of
the nation are bound to come up for discussion.
Among those, what could be expected is one
on the government’s handling of the second
wave of Covidl9, which saw massive deaths
including in the capital due to shortage of liquid
oxygen for ICU patients. The axe has fallen on
the health minister, but this is small comfort.
The Modi government will have to do a lot of
explaining on why such a scenario was created
and why no planning was done in advance to
face such awidely “expected” eventuality. The
government has collective responsibility and
an accusing finger might be raised against the

prime minister himself.

Another issue that could come up for heated
debate will be the long-standing agitation by
farmers principally in the Punjab-Haryana-UP
belt, encircling the capital regions. The govern-
ment is understandably not willing to dump the
reform legislation lock, stock and barrel. Such
a demand was unusual. The agitation will have
major implications on the approaching assem-
bly polls in Punjab and hence the government
is likely to take a step or two backwards. Sig-
nificantly, farmers in most states are willing to
give atry to the reforms and are keeping out of
the protests except for the Left and Congress-
inspired campaigns. A protest by farmers is be-
ing planned in front of Parliament. This might
be allowed to be held at some distance away
and in a symbolic manner only, due to existing

Covidl9 restrictions.

With the induction of a large number of new
faces in Modi’s council of ministers and removal
ofseveral senior ministers, the government itself
has a fresh look while it faces parliament for the
Monsoon session. The exit of these ministers
will go unsung, as several ofthe ministries could
not impress the nation with any significant step
forward in Modi’s second term. Nearly half
the term of the government is over. Many of
those who are still inside also leave much to be
desired. The Covid pandemic since March last
year, which could continue affecting life in a
serious way at least until October, should not
have been an excuse for the government to take
matters forward on multiple fronts. Its failure
will also have a bearing on the coming assembly
polls in a few states. It’s high time for the Modi
government to give new hope to the nation with
some pro-people policies.

Itters to the Editor

Call for limited
tourism

Editor,

It is indeed a welcome
decision by the Government
to explore ways to reopen
tourism in the state by allow-
ing only tourists that have
taken the double doses of
Covid vaccine (“Govt, may
allow vaccinated tourists to
enter state” -ST July 16). Itis
time to start somewhere and
government should explore
ways and means to assuage
the griefofpeople relying on
tourism. More than anything
else the loss of jobs and
livelihoods has hit people
the hardest.

On my visit to Nongriat
in early February 2021,1was
bowled over by the humility
of the owners and family
members of the homestay
at Nongriat. The serenity
and mesmerizing beauty
of those villages around
are beyond words. In fact,
such spots are assets to the
state. It touched my heart
to see those simple-hearted
people in the village who
eke out a living by setting
up these humble homestays
and others by selling locally
grown products to tourists.

Sometimes it haunts me to
think how they are managing
to survive at this time when
their only source of income
has been totally cut off. The
Government must find ways
at the earliest possible to
mitigate their sufferings.
Many ofthem hadjust started
this homestay business in
2018-19. We need to help
such entrepreneurs to sustain
their initiatives. Theirhumil-
ity and virtues draw tourists
to this state and improve its
economy.

Unfortunately, those most
aggrieved by the present cir-
cumstances and the poverty-
stricken people can’t ever
express their hardships and
bring them to the notice of
the concerned authorities.
But their hard lives dem-
onstrate how they try to
put the pieces of their lives
together if only we have the
time and empathy to talk to
them and listen to their body
languages. Just observe their
activities for a while and
watch how much they have
to shout to draw the attention
of passers-by to their veg-
etables or fruits which they
often palm off at throwaway
prices especially as the day
passes and it’s time for them

MDA and change of land
ownership In Jantia hills

The fact that the Sixth
Schedule which was incor-
porated in the Constitution
as an instrument designed
to protect the interests of
North Eastern tribals particu-
larly their land, is now open
to discussion. Things have
changed now and it is fifty
years since we have had a
state of our own. Meghalaya
is atribal state where the ma-
jority of people indigenous
to the state are local tribals
and almost all the elected
representatives to the legisla-
tive assembly are also tribals.
The question then is, why is
this sense of being threat-
ened, persist amongst the
indigenous people even after
having a state of our own for
halfa century now?

While many have tried to
define the land tenure system
in the state, the truth remains
that the land holding pattern
is not uniform. The land
holding system in Meghalaya
varies from place to place or
from one community to the
other. It is therefore wrong
to assume that there is one
general land holding pattern
for the entire state. It cannot
be painted with one brush as
ownership pattern is different
and complex, particularly in
the two districts of Jafitia
hills. Land ownership in the
two districts can be broadly
divided into two categories.
Traditionally, it is either
owned by the community or
the clan depending on the
region in the district.

Tradition like everything
else evolves and changes with
time. A case in point is a vil-
lage called Shnongrim which
is under the Nongkhlieh
eleka. Till the late 1990’s
and early 2000’s people in
the areanever registered their
land. They refused to either
register it with the Jafltia
Hills Autonomous District
Council or the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office because
they reason that according to
tradition the land still belongs
to the community. Members
ofthe community only have
the right to use the land. If
it is left un-used for three
consecutive years the land
reverts to the community.
That has of course changed
now and people register their
land and the tradition has
ceased to exist.

In the War Jaifitia area or
a large part of the Amlarem
sub division, land is owned
by different clans. Again in
the different villages, differ-
ent clans own major parts of
the land in the respective vil-
lages. In fact the distribution
ofland in the area is based on
the time ofthe clans arrival in
the region. The first settlers
or rather the clan or clans
which came to settle in the
area first, selected and dis-
tributed among themselves
the greener pastures or the
best part of land in the area.
They leave the lower grade

to return to their villages. All
these vendors might do better
when tourism opens up.
Ofcourse, the government
must ensure that all the tour
operators and associated
service providers should be
vaccinated; better with dou-
ble doses. We cannot throw
caution to the winds. We also
never know ifthe vaccine-re-
sistant variants could emerge
from any comer and spread
with a vengeance.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Getting back
to work

Editor,

I work in the hospitality
sector which has taken the
most painful hit in this State
which has been promoting
itself as a tourists’ paradise.
Itis now almost three months
since the government has
locked us in without giving
us any kind of help and sub-
sistence grant. This sector
has many verticals. There are
those ofus employed as man-
agers in hotels and resorts.
Last year our salaries were
firstreduced by 30% and this

By HH Mohrmen

or un-cultivatable and none
arable land for the migrants
who come to settle in the
village later. Members of
clans who came to settle last
have to depend on the earlier
settlers, who in turn lease the
cultivatable land to the late
comers for their agriculture
use.

In the War Jaifitia area,
to this day, the clans which
owned large tracks of land
are still called (z) Jamindar
and they lease out land they
cannotuse to fanners in their
respective villages. So farm-
ers who have no land have

belongs to the community,
the fanners’ rights over the
land is only as long las he/
she uses it. But even in the
area where the community
is holding a major portion of
the land, some Kur or clan in
the community still own large
tracts of land.

The sad fact is both these
traditions are declining as
community and clans lands
are fast becoming private
lands. The size of the clans
land decreased from time
to time on being divided
and subdivided amongst the
members of the clans. Simi-
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to take on lease land from
the clan for use in farming
or other purposes. The farm-
ers then have to pay a yearly
compensation to the land
owner for the land they have
taken on lease from the clan.
This practice is still prevalent
in the War Jantia area of the
Amlarem Sub division. The
question here is whether the
farmer owns the land in this
case? Most of the farmers
in this region are landless
except the land where their
house is located. The land
that they use for farming
is taken on lease from the
clans and they only have the
right of use over the land.
This is apparent especially
when farmers want to avail
credit from the bank and they
cannot mortgage the land
because the ownership is still
with the clan.

Of course the good thing
about this tradition is that
the clanwhich ownsthe land
cannotjusttake the land back
attheirwhims and fancy even
if the lahd belongs to the
clan. Ownership of land in
the uplands like eleka Jowai,
Nartiang, Shangpung etc is
different from the southern
slopes ofthe district, because
in these areas land is owned
by the community. Even
in the case where the land

year we were told that the
hotel and resort owners will
not be able to pay us if they
are not doing any business.
Hotel and resort owners on
their part tell us that they
have to repay bank loans and
cannot continue to dip into
their meagre savings to pay
staff salaries when business
has come to a standstill.

Take the case of tourist
taxi drivers and those driv-
ing local taxis. Those who
have purchased vehicles with
bank loans are struggling
to explain to the banks that
without income there can be
no repayment but banks have
said they are not authorised to
waive off instalments. There
are cleaners, bell boys/girls,
tour guides in different desti-
nations who are now jobless.
Is anyone even bothered to
listen o their plight? At the
end ofthe day the pandemic
has been cruel only to those
of us working in the private
sector. Those in government
receive their salaries regular-
ly and will never understand
what it is to not have a job
and to face the sudden loss
of income.

I do not want any char-
ity from anyone. All | want

larly due to the exponential
growth of the population,
community land is also de-
creasing day by day.

Now to the question
whether Khasi Pnar is an
egalitarian society? The an-
swer is that despite the Khasi
Pnar female being in a much
better position when com-
pared to women in other so-
cieties, yet gender inequality
is apparent in the community.
On the other hand, even if
there isno caste system in the
society, class system exists
as some clans are bestowed
with rights and positions that
were denied to the other. By
tradition there is no equality
is the social structure of the
society as some dans occupy
a better position and a higher
status than the others.

The threat is that as time
goes by community land is
distributed for settlementand
agricultural use and gradually
public land is shrinking. Few
years back many villages by
tradition provided a plot of
land to every new family in
the community to start their
home, but now very few vil-
lages have that luxury. Now
many villages do not have
common land anymore - not
evento provide housing plots
for construction ofhouses for
new families.

is to be able to get back to
work and this Government
must realise that it cannot
lock us down forever for
fear of the rising cases. A
time has come to take a hard
call that we have to live with
this pandemic. Just because
our health infrastructure is
in shambles due to meagre
investment in health with
almost no supervision in
the past 50 years and we are
seeing this failure new, the
entire population cannot be
punished. Those who have to
answer to the public are the
respective Health Ministers
of this State for 50 years
now. What have they done for
the state? We see they have
become rich but the state has
become poorer.

The present Health Minis-
ter was looking after Health
Department even during
the Mukul-led government.
What does he have to say
aboutthe poor state ofhealth
infrastructure? This state
cannot even set up a medi-
cal college since the past
several years. Those in the
government of course are
shameless. They are never
held accountable for the list
of failures that this state has

In Meghalaya, the threatto
the people is not from outside
but from within the commu-
nity in the form of the rich
grabbing the land ofthe poor.
In the coal mine areas much
of the land is now owned by
the coal mine owners. In the
entire state the elite section
of the community which in-
clude coal baron, politicians,
bureaucrats, policemen own
majority ofthe land now.

The other major threat
to land is when there is no
restriction of how the land
is used. The Autonomous
District Councils have no
power to regulate how land
is used by the public. For
instance agriculture land in
the district can be converted
to commercial land. Anybody
can mutate agriculture land
or for that matter any kind
of land, for housing or com-
mercial purposes. There is
absolutely no rule or regula-
tion on how land is used in
this state which puts farm
land and even forests under
threat of being converted to
commercial areas.

Even inthe case of cement
companies at the eleka Nar-
puh, land grabbing happens
and huge areas of tribal land
changed hands with the tacit
support of the village head-
man and local representatives
ofthe companies. A large tract
of land in the area is now
owned by the companies or
their representatives who
were given a dummy post as
local directors. In Narpuh
with the tacit support of the
former MDCs even the Coun-
cil land which was consid-
ered as un-classed forest was
converted to private land and
transferred to individuals and
later sold to the companies.

In all the above situations,
it is the poor people who are
being marginalised. When
land is continuously being
privatised, it is the poor who
areatthe receiving end ofthe
stick. Rich people and com-
panies continue to own large
tracts of land depriving the
poor and the farmers of their
source of livelihood.

Adding fuel to the fire,
the Chief Minister’s tacit
support to limestone mining
at Brichymot by cement com-
panies made it obvious that
the MDA is the government
of the rich and the powerful.
The government does not
seem to understand the tradi-
tion that land is an essential
part of a tribal’s life. This
will not only encourage ce-
ment companies to grab more
land but more importantly
the chief minister surrenders
the authority ofthe state over
land in a tribal state to the
central government. This is
not only unprecedented but it
will also create aprecedent as
the right ofthe State Govern-
mentover land in atribal state
is jeopardised.

hhmohrmen67@gmail.
com

accumulated. Inthis state, the
back-scratching policy works.
If you know someone in
politics, especially someone
powerful, your life is made.
You acquire sudden wealth
and no one questions anyone
about the source ofthe wealth
because we tribals don’t pay
income tax. | was hoping that
the Modi Government would
straighten this opportunistic
trait of all tribal states, espe-
cially their politicians who
have made crores just by
being in politics. While all of
us are becoming poorer (and
I am speaking especially of
people like me who have lost
our jobs) only the political
class is getting richer. Is this
fair? Everyone talks about
change but after every five
years we get a government
that is more mercenary than
the previous one. Where will
we end up? Do we have any
answer?
Yours etc.,
BR Khongsit,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

(SIX)

Ifact can be misused, safeguards
run risk of abuse

Govt stand on
sedition law betrays
undemocratic

By K Raveendran

The stand taken by the
Modi government in the
Supreme Court that the ‘co-
lonialist’ sedition law can
remain, but with certain safe-
guards, betrays the authori-
tarian traits of the govern-
ment and its intention to use
the draconian law whenever
it feels threatened by dissent
and adverse public opinion.

K K Venugopal’s advoca-
cies as the solicitor general of
the Modi government against
constitutional morality and
the so-called supremacy
of the Executive are- well-
known, but considering his
eminence in the profession,
it is most unlikely that these
would be his personal dispo-
sition. Probably, the compul-

sions of his responsibilities
are forcing him to go against
his nature.

The position taken by
Venugopal in the court is yet
another manifestation of the
Modi government’s colonial
mentality, which places sub-
jects in an adversarial role,
rather than the source of its
authority, just like the Brit-
ish did.

Hence it is hardly surpris-
ing that the court lamented
the ‘enormous power ofmis-
use’ of the sedition law and
asked the government why
it should not scrap a colonial
law that was once used by
the British government to

oppress the freedom move-
ments and leaders, including
Mahatma Gandhi and Bal
Gangadhar Tilak.

“Unfortunately, continu-
ance of this law after 75
years... is a serious threat on
functioning of institutions
and individuals’ liberty,”
remarked a bench, headed
by ChiefJustice NV Ramana.
It likened the indiscriminate
use of Section 124A (sedi-
tion) inthe Indian Penal Code
to a saw in the hands of a
carpenter who cuts the entire
forest instead of a tree.

Though arelic ofthe colo-
nial legacy, the draconian law
has beenused in independent
Indiato suppress dissent. The
British used it to protect the
Empire, although modem day
England frowned upon its use
as athreatto democracy. The
colonial governmentjustified
enlarging the ambit of laws
on sedition in its colonies,
clearly reflecting a tendency
to use sedition to suppress
any kind of criticism.

The British parliament
abolished sedition as an of-
fence in 2009, reasoning
that sedition and seditious
and defamatory libel were
arcane offences with no place
in an era where freedom of
expression is considered
sacrosanct. But like in many
other instances, India is yet

to catch up on more progres-
sive ideas.

But we are persisting
with it, because it serves
the puipose of authoritarian
regimes that have no respect
for opposing points of view.
Any criticism ofthe govern-
ment is misinterpreted as an
enemy act against the state.
As such, sedition law has be-
come a dangerous tool in the
hands of governments with
its zero tolerance of dissent
and invoking of sedition has
become an obnoxious daily
occurrence. '

The ChiefJustice pointed
out how the law allowed a
factionistto invoke the penal
provisions to implicate the
other group of people. If a

particular party or people
do not want to hear a voice,
they will use this law to
implicate others, Justice
Ramana said.

In fact, the use of sedi-
tion law to clamp down on
even black flag demonstra-
tions has become a matter
of routine under the present
dispensation. The other day,
the sedition law was invoked
to book farmers in Haryana’s
Sirsa, who allegedly broke
the windshield of a min-
ister’s car while staging a
black flag protest. Hardly
a day passes without an in-
stance ofthe imperialist law
being used against ordinary

citizens.

Any criticism ofthe gov-
ernment is taken as an anti-
national act and those who
raise such criticism hauled
up and put behind bars and
treated like traitors who
do not deserve the right to
defence as envisaged in the
rule of law.

The Modi government
is so short-sighted in its
approach on the issue that
it seems to be blissfully ig-
norant of the risk of the law
being used against its own
workers when the party goes
out of power. It is true that
the Modi government has
been mandated to succes-
sive terms. But we have had
ruling establishments that
remained in power for many
more successive terms, and
yet were banished from
power forever. For, the In-
dian Constitution has no pro-
vision to ensure continuity
of a government beyond its
five-year mandate. And even
if an incumbent government
dares to change the statutes
to make itself permanent,
it will not stand the test of
tune. The Modi government,
including its senior most
law officer K K Venugopal,
would do well not to gloss
over this hard fact of life.
(IPA Service)
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Vaccine & communications challenge
HEALTH Department officials must be appreci-
ated for going the extra mile to create aplatform
where the voices of citizens, their fears and
anxieties are being addressed and their questions
answered adopting the participatory model. Vac-
cination hesitancy in Meghalaya comes from
several factors. Primarily, however, there is
anxiety and fear of post vaccination reactions.
Those involved in information dissemination to
vaccine hesitant people both in rural and urban
areas must address those fears from a position of
empathy. It is natural for health workers armed
with information to be impatient about what
they think are needless fears, but, for the person
on the other side those fears are real. Hence
communication laced with empathy in a non-
threatening space is the soft skill that can come
in handy during this pandemic. Unfortunately,
the pandemic left no time for health workers to
be exposed to these specifically nuanced com-

munication skills.

Added to the inherent fears about vaccina-
tion there are secondary fears arising from
WhatsApp videos and messages without any
scientific bases; of listening to religious preach-
ers that believe religion trumps science or by
listening to the more educated or vocal ones in
the community. Countering such disinforma-
tion and misinformation requires intelligent
communication skills from those entrusted to
cancel out the disinformation campaign. Com-
munication skills in doctors and nurses also
helps avoid medico-legal and ethical issues. Of
course, communication skills are imperative
across all professions but more so when deal-
ing with patients whose mental state is already
fragile. Further, interpersonal skills are needed
to respond to a patient’s feelings and concerns.
As this pandemic continues to rage, all of us
are prospective patients needing a listening,

empathetic ear.

Communication experts speak of Patientology
which implies being empathetic and understand-
ing a patient’s state of mind; her/his fears and
worries so that these can be set to rest. Unfortu-
nately, such skills are either not taught or taught
cursorily in medical and nursing schools. Ex-
perts also maintain that doctors and nurses more
than anyone else need high Emotional Quotient
(EQ). EQ enhances empathy and that is dem-
onstrated by the way a health worker responds
to what a patient says and also deciphers the
patient’sunspoken, body language. Patientology
means showing a patient or a vaccine hesitant
person that she/he is being listened to and that
their hesitancy is well appreciated. Communica-
tion is effective when the message being com-
municated registers in the mind of the person
intended, leaving no room for misunderstanding
or questions. Communication skills training is
now internationally accepted as an essential
component of medical education. Meghalaya’s
Health Department needs to expose its human
resource to these essential soft skills.

Letters to the Editor

Intriguing
political
developments

Editor,

As acitizen ofMeghalaya
with a wee bit of education
and understanding of politi-
cal thought and practice as
drummed into us by our po-
litical teachers in college I,
and | am sure there are many
like me, who are totally
intrigued and bemused, per-
plexed and confused at the
political episodes and events
unfolding before the state.
What is happening is totally
at odds with that is supposed
to happen in aparliamentary
democracy where people are
supposed to be elected for
their love and desire to serve
the state and its communities
from platforms called po-
litical parties who inturn are
expected to project through
their manifestos the prin-
ciples, ethos, values , ideol-
ogy, philosophy and ethics
that are supposed to guide
the party and their members
in their service to the people.
As God is my witness, | see
nothing ofthe sort occurring
in our state but instead with
each passing day the very
opposite happens - to exploit
the state and rob the poor, is
increasing by satanic leaps
and bounds, with all political
parties both national and re-
gional maintaining the calm
of mute conniving silence.

Now Political Science,

at least in theory, informs
us that in a democratic par-
liament .( in our case the
Legislative Assembly) the
Speaker ofthe house is elect-
ed from among the elected
members, usually from the
ruling party. He is supposed
to preside over the proceed-
ings of the House and to
moderate its discussions and
debates. Once a member is
elected as Speaker of the
House he is supposed to
shed his party affiliations and
don a neutral and unbiased
disposition. In Meghalaya,
however the President of
one of the ruling coalition
parties is elected as Speaker
ofthe House ('so far so good)
but this incumbent character
simply refuses to let go of
his position in his own party.
As Speaker he continues to
retain the Presidentship of
his party. Now what happens
if and when heated House
discussions erupton the poor
performance of the Home
and Education Department
or on the potential scam of
illegal sale of Government
quota rice from the Social
Welfare Department? Both
departments are headed by
MLAs from the Speaker’s
party. Can the Speaker then
maintain and carry outan un-
biased dispassionate stand in
such a case? Is that possible
in an environment of unprin-
cipled politics of opportun-
ism? Our politicians will no
doubt bristle with pseudo
indignity at such a question
but one would love to hear

Cognition a cure
for PGI woes

The performance grad-
ing index (PGI) report for
Meghalaya is not a surprise.
As stakeholders in education,
we all know that a number
of things are going wrong.
The only difference now is
that the shortcomings are
quantified and are out in the
open for interpretation. Yes,
it is true that government
departments are known to
fudge data. A case in point,
the international community
does not trust the Covid-19
numbers reported by India.
In the case of PGI, a number
of people have opined that
they have seen far worse in
UP and Bihar. One person
unequivocally debated on
social media that if Megha-
laya is so bad then why do
students from other states
come here to study. But here
lies the heart ofthe issue. The
PGl is basically a statistical
representation and it deals
with ‘averages’. Shillong
and other towns might do
well, but on the average,
for Meghalaya we do paint
a disqial picture. Similarly,
students from other states
come mainly to Shillong for
studies. It is important to get
these points straight. Accord-
ingly, despite the allegations
ofpolitical and religious bias,
in the grand scheme ofthings
the PGI report stands as a
valid document which must
be taken note of.

Education Minister, Lahk-
men Rymbui while acknowl-
edging the report pointed
towards the improved perfor-
mance ofMeghalaya overthe
period 2017-18 to 2019-20.
While that is fine, we must
not lose sight ofthe fact that
we are laggards. Over the
three years, the aggregate
scores (out of 1000) are 584
for2017-18,610 for2018-19
and 649 for 2019-20 repre-
senting an increased rate of
5.29%. This is minuscule.
Although the views of the
readers might differ, itwould
be fair to point out that of all
the five domains, ‘learning
outcomes and quality’ is the
most important. Interestingly,
in this domain the score of
Meghalaya has remained
constant at 126 (out of 180)
over the three years. This is
a red flag and it indicates
the gravity of the problem.
The constant score of 126
basically means that the other
domains such as infrastruc-
ture and governance have
improved (an increased rate
of 19.82% and 8.86% re-
spectively). But how does it
help when the most important
domain (learning outcomes
and quality) has seen no
increase? The claims of our
education minister excludes

the views of our learned
political science professors,
experts and lecturers on the
matter. One would love to
be further enlightened on
the matter.

There is another question
about Meghalaya politics
that increasingly continues
to boggle the mind. The
question is, “Why did we
break away from Assam and
ask for a state of our own”?
Obviously the answer every-
body expected 49 years ago
was that through a state of
our ownwe would be getting
better performance in gover-
nance, improved administra-
tion , enhanced delivery of
justice ( social, cultural and
economic), greater social
confidence in Government
and overall growth and de-
velopment would be the end
result of statehood. All of
the above was based on one
simple fundamental fact -
that the persons we elect
to power and those elected
to govern will basically be
driven by the noble selfless
desire to serve wholeheart-
edly the state and its people.
Has this happened? The sad
answer is a big NO. Instead
the process of election and
of Government being the
platform to serve the inter-
est of the people has been
turned into a business op-
portunity. Only business-
men now seem interested
in contesting elections since
they see tremendous op-
portunities to increase their
own businesses once they

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

the very essence of educa-
tion - learning. Alas, the PGI
has really turned depressing!
But what is the cure? Should
we confine ourselves only
towards PGI or shall we ad-
dress the real issue? To this
end, we need to revisit our
teaching-learning orienta-
tion and focus on ‘cogni-
tion’. It is the building block
of effective education as it
shifts learning beyond the
classroom and into practical/
real-time situations.

The subject-matter of cog-
nition is not new. It refers
to a thought process. It is

different from thinking. As
a thought process, cognition
implies that a person is con-
tinually involved in a topic/
subject consciously or sub-
consciously. It is not a stop-
gap measure. Ifitis so, then it
becomes just plain thinking.
The real point of distinction
between thinking and. cogni-

forts to nurture cognition in
the minds ofthe students, the
role of the teacher becomes
critical. However, it is sad
to note that the training of
the students into realms of
cognition has received less
attention in academic circles.
This is one ofthe reasons for
poor critical and analytical
skills of students. Teaching-
learning is theoretical and
only confined to the class-
room. The moment school
gets over, so does all forms of
education. It is time to factor
that the ‘cognitive student’
has now become away oflife

and the more we are alien to
it, the more we will suffer.
As an example, let us
take the case of Arithmetic.
Many students are paranoid
about it. The reason for that
could be the way it is pre-
sented and taught. There
is that perennial psychosis
around the subject. The start-

“Education Minister, Lahkmen Rymbui
while acknowledging the reportpointed
towards the improvedperformance of
Meghalaya over theperiod 2017-18 to
2019-20. While that isfine, we must not lose
sight ofthefact that we are laggards. ”

tion is that in the former it is
inconsistent. One thinks on a
topic in the morning but does
not do so in the afternoon.
In the case of the latter, the
topic evolves in the mind of
aperson as athoughtprocess.
It is always in the mind and
the studenttries to understand
it in apractical sense. This is
what is required with regards
to our students, This process
ideally starts at a very young
age. It starts at school. It goes
without saying that in the ef-

get elected. That is why this
increasing trend ofinvesting
crores in winning a petty
MLA election. There is no
governance. Only the sell-
ing and buying of resources
ofthe state. The Democratic
exercise we practice once
every five years is simply
how to make a few rich men
richer and the poor poorer. |
wish some spirited politician
would dare challenge the
above claim.

However there appears
that a new trend is now
emerging among our po-
litical elite which is that
they are now beginning to
learn how to joke. I should
not be misunderstood, but |
believe that one who jokes
is usually called a joker.
Keeping within the confines
of this definition 1 would
like to refer the reader to ST
July 12, front page heading
which says “Mukul should
not meddle in MDA affairs:
Kharlukhi”. The reportrefers
to Rajya Sabha MP and NPP
President’s retort to Mukul
Sangma’s barrage of criti-
cism over the performance
of the MDA Govt over a
number of issues. Now | am
no supporter nor lover of
the Congress but it happens
to be the main opposition
in Meghalaya and again
Political Science teaches
us that the job of the Op-
position is to oppose. Now
if the Opposition does not
criticise the Govt then what
is it expected to do, cuddle
it? Strange logic of the NPP

ing point of dealing with
the fear is in realizing that
Arithmetic is not only about
school and marks. Rather
it is something that we will
have to use every day. Tak-
ing Arithmetic as a thought
process will make it attrac-
tive/interesting. Arithmetic
is not only about scoring
marks. It becomes a practical
application. We apply itwhen
we buy groceries, giving/
receiving money, watching
cricket/tennis scores, figuring

president indeed and people
are of the opinion that it is
( ka nia tep eit miaw suda),
comparing itto a cattrying to
bury its own scat. The state-
ment has also made anumber
of people start wondering
as to when the RS member
will start voicing in Parlia-
ment, the field where he is
expected to speak, the woes
of Meghalaya which range
from border disputes, col-
lapsing infrastructure ( the
Dwar Ksuid bridge, urban
waste disposal, abuse ofthe
environment) and the raging
Covid pandemic in the state
that is threatening both lives
and livelihoods. Ignoring
his duty and mandate as RS
member and devoting his
energy instead in censur-
ing Opposition criticism is
a joke, but a poor joke at
Meghalaya’s cost.
Yours etc.,
Veronica Shabong,
Via email

List of Covid
positive people
goes viral

Editor,

On Sunday morning,
shockingly many people in
Tura town received a What-
SApp post with the names,
cell numbers and localities
of Covid positive patients.
Whoever is responsible for
this callous act must be
hauled up by the courts. The
post is a serious breach of

out the size of our homes in
feet and meters, etc. The list
goes on. The point here is that
Arithmetic can be perfected
outside the classroom. It is
not about marks but a way of
life. This is what cognition
does. It brings a realization
on the students that we will
need Arithmetic till the day
we die and not just till class
ten. Hence, a student may
not score 95% in it, but as a
thought process it becomes
an invaluable help in carrying
out daily activities. This simi-
lar advantage is true for other
topics/subjects as well. Like,
we may learn photosynthesis
in the classroom. It becomes
even better if it is learnt in a
smart classroom. But the ulti-
mate learning happens when a
student observes the plants in
the garden and relates photo-
synthesis to it.

In the end, cognition has
outcomes. The first is called
‘cognitive flexibility’. It is
the ability to make the best
use of time/situation. Say,
the light goes off so | cannot
study; well, no problem; I will
watch the stars instead and
try to figure out the constel-
lations. As a result, one does
not get irritated because of
no electricity but makes even
better use oftime. The second
is called ‘scientific temper’.
It is about drawing conclu-
sions only through adequate
observation of scientific facts
and more importantly it is the
ability to change conclusions
in the face of new evidence/
developments. Scientific tem-
per takes time to develop.
It normally happens when
one reaches higher classes
such as college and beyond.
However, the starting point
is cognition at school. A con-
tinued practice of cognition
ends up inthe development of
scientific temper. One might
say that cognition over time
is equal to scientific temper.
Examples of scientific temper
include people who earlier
hesitated to take the. Covid-19
vaccine but now in the face
ofnew evidence have agreed
to take it. Similarly, people
who earlier hated the LGBTQ
community, on learning more
about the condition and the
reasons thereofhave become
more accepting. This is the
beauty of scientific temper.
It shapes a responsible and
productive citizen. This is the
very purpose of education.
Thus, the focus on cognition
as a cure right from schooling
can do wonders for human

resource development, far.

beyond the PGI woes.

(Email: benjamin2lin@
yahoo.co.in; The Author
teaches at NEHU)

privacy ofcitizens. The High
Courts ofMaharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh , Odisha and
Madras have frowned upon
this low-down despicable act
of revealing names of Covid
patients and in the case ofthe
MP High Courtruling a fine
of D25000 was threatened to
be imposed on the petitioner
who wanted the names of
Covid positive patients be
made public.

Further, the repercussions
for this reprehensible act
are many. Now the question
arises as to who had access
to this data. Who compiled it
? What was the need to cre-
ate a breach ofprivacy ofthe
citizens? The present system
in Turaas far as checking on
the positive Covid patients
each morning is working
extremely well and it’s a
genuinely caring gesture. So
What was the need to make
a list and ridiculously make
it public?

I repeat that those respon-
sible for this negligence must
be brought to book and the
guilty must not be shielded
for in the name of fighting
the Covid pandemic. Far too
many rights of citizens are
being trampled up.

Yours etc.,
Tyrone D’Brass
Tura.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Pegasus reveals complicity
of Modi government

In surveillance
By Sushil Kutty

Nearly 300 phone num-
bers of Indians most-likely,
unfriendly towards the Modi
Government were hacked
and infected by a military-
grade Israeli spyware dur-
ing the run-up to the 2019
general elections which the
BJP led by the Modi-Shah
combine won with athump-
ing majority. In all 50,000
phone numbers worldwide
were unearthed by a global
investigation conducted by
17 media houses including
one Indian news outlet.

The phone numbers in-
cluded those of 40 Indian
journalists, three prominent
Opposition leaders of In-
dia, at least two ministers
in the Modi Government,
one justice of the Supreme
Court of India, scores of
businessmen, scientists, ac-
tivists and current and retired
heads of Indian government
security organisations. In all
there were over 300 verified
Indian mobile phone num-
bers. The Israeli spyware
'Pegasus’ that was used to
hack and infect these phone
numbers is only licensed to
governments.

In 1988, the then Karna-
taka ChiefMinis-
ter Ramakrish-
na Hegde quit
following
charges of
phone-tapping

of political, rivals. Hegde
had a sterling reputation but
then “snooping” via phone-
tapping is a weighty charge
and those accused often
crumble under its weight.
Current Home Minister Amit
Shah was also accused of
ordering “snooping” on a
woman in 2013. But the
charge did not stick though it
did not go away entirely.
That said, the Hedge and
Shah cases were national
embarrassments. Now we
have this international scan-
dal to reckon with. That of
an Israeli military-grade spy-
ware used to spy on Indian

tions. Harassment apart, it’ll
be extremely expensive and
time-consuming to get off
the government’s criminal/
terror list.

The NSO Group said in a
statement that neither did it
“operate the spyware it had
licensed to governments”,
nor did it have “regular
access to the data gathered
by these governments”. In
otherwords, the NSO Group
gave itself a clean chit and
claimed that its technolo-
gies actually helped prevent
bombings and bust criminal
rings including those in-
volved in human and sex/
child trafficking. The com-
pany denied spying on Jamal
Khashoggi’s relatives.

But forensic tests on a
cross-section ofthese phones
showed signs of targeting
by Pegasus spyware in 37
phones, ten of which Were

. of Indians. The NSO Group

says it has sold Pegasus to
“36 vetted governments”,
but refused to identify its
clients. The majority of the
50,000 phone numbers are
from 10 countries includ-
ing India; Mexico and the
United Arab Emirates.
Incidentally, the technical
lab of Amnesty Interna-
tional was also involved
in the investigation. The
use ofhacking to deliver
surveillance spyware is

an offence under the Indian
Telegraph Act, andthe Infor-
mation Technology Act. The
names of the Indians whose
phone numbers were spied
upon are not known though
it’s believed that the accused
in the Elgar Parishad Case
were spied upon.
Accordingto areport, the
Prime Ministers’ Office and
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
have both said that India is
committed to ensuring the
right to privacy to all its
citizens and that there was no
truth to the allegations that
the Government spied on

“The NSO Group has refuted the allegations,
calling them “baseless”. The media partners
involved in the investigation call it the
“Pegasus Project”. There’s intense speculation
as to who all were under surveillance
accompanied by a vicarious thrill.”

citizens. Israel’sNSO Group
is the owner of the Pegasus
software. The spyware was
used to target the phones of
heads of state, prime minis-
ters, members of the Saudi
royal family and slain Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi’s
fiancee.

The NSO Group has re-
futed the allegations, call-
ing them “baseless”. The
media partners involved in
the investigation call it the
“Pegasus Project”. There’s
intense speculation asto who
all were under surveillance
accompanied by a vicarious
thrill. “Being on the 50,000
phones list will be a feather
in the cap,” said a journal-
ist. “But I’ll also be worried
why | was under surveillance
and what data of mine was
mined, and how much ofmy
data/info is with the govern-
ment. It’s very scary.”

The NSO Group is on
record that the Pegasus soft-
ware is used only for legiti-
mate criminal and anti-terror
investigations. But what if
tomorrow any of the client-
govemments turned and ac-
cused somebody innocent of
being involved in criminal/
terror activities based on
what Pegasus unearthed?
The onus will be on the ac-
cused to disprove the allega-

specific people. MEITY said
“each case of interception,
monitoring, and decryption
is approved by the compe-
tent authority, and done as
per due process of law.”

So, given the conclusions
of the global investigation
agency it would be interest-
ing to know who all were
spied upon by the Modi
Government prior to and
during the run-up to the
2019 General Elections,
and how much of the data
mined go to help the BJP to
win the elections? According
to one report, "the proce-
dure for lawful interception
involves not just written,
time-bound authorisation in
each instance, but the use
of the telecom or computer
resource intermediary as
well as which is supposed to
enable the interception, and
does not cover the activities
proscribed by Section 43 of
the IT Act under the defini-
tion ofhacking. Hacking an
individual’s smartphone is a
necessary step in subjecting
an individual to surveil-
lance by spyware such as
Pegasus.” (IPA Servicej
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‘There is no terror in the bang,
only in the anticipation ofit.”
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The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXin NoJ34

SHILLONG. WEDNESDAY, JULY 21,2021

Showdown in parliament

A stormy start to Parliament’s Monsoon Session
was expected anyway. That’s how the Indian
Parliament functions. Every time the two houses
assemble, there will be a backlog of contentious
issues to be raised to put the government on the
mat. This time, the governmental failure on the
Covid front, the fuel price hike and, if nothing
else, the fanner’s agitation against agriculture
sector reforms were waiting to erupt. Yet, the
icing on the cake came from the Pegasus Israeli
spyware, with evidence cropping up over the
communications system of. hundreds of VIPs
likely being kept under watch. The Opposition
thwarted the introduction of the new ministers
to Parliament by Prime Minister Modi. While
nothing worthwhile happened, the Lok Sabha
session was adjourned to July 22.

Fact of the matter is, that in session after
session, nothing meaningful happens for most
part in Parliament, even as its conduct involves
a huge expenditure of Rs 10 to 15 crore for a
single day at the rate of Rs 2.5 lakh per minute.
Every minute is thus precious. Fights inside the
two houses are followed by fights as ifto prove a
point. Members get away with their act. Discus-
sion, which is what such representative bodies are
all about, is more often a casualty. The result is
that several key legislations are passed in the din
without discussion. At the session’s start, Prime
Minister Modi had urged the Opposition to ask
the sharpest questions to the government, but also
allow ministers to answer these questions.

The report about the Israeli spyware was pub-
lished by the Indian media close to the start of
the Parliament session so that it has maximum
effect. At the same time, this is projected as
something that is a new assault on the democratic
system. Fact is, each individual is under watch
and no telephone link is secure from snooping by
governmental agencies. Aware ofthis, no senior
politicians ever discussed confidential matters
over their own phones. The Pegasus spyware
is purchased by governments across continents
because spying is part ofthe governance process.
No government can exist without spying onwhat
an enemy country is up to. Butto spy on its own
subjects is to violate the very essence of the
Constitution. Intelligence agencies do snoop on
phones of suspects in terrorist activities and that
is how they prevent terror attacks. But snooping
on political rivals is unwarranted as this infringes
on the right to privacy of every individual. How-
ever, disrupting parliament proceedings is notthe
only way to press a point. Members should make
their points in a reasoned debate and expose the
wrongs of the government.

Letters to the Editor

Vaccination
- A student’s
viewpoint

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper,
I would like to share my
point ofview as a student on
the vaccination drives that
are taking place across the
country. I am a student of St.
Edmund’sHigher Secondary
School, studying in the Class
XII, Science Stream. | have
closely followed the letters
to the editor section ever
since the pandemic began
and | have noticed that most
contributors are adults who
share their thoughts and
opinions. So, I, a student,
would also like to share my
thoughts, especially at this
time when the pandemic is
still running parallel to the
vaccinations being done.

I am 17 years of age and
not yet eligible to take the
vaccine. However, that does
not stop me from having
my opinions and thoughts
voi ced out through these col-
umns. Although | have not
been vaccinated, | have fol-
lowed our journey through

the pandemic, its spread, the
subsequent scientific discov-
eries and breakthroughs to
know a little about the vac-
cine and to have a limited
understanding of it, at least
from my point of view. Is it
safe to take it?

Many people are hesi-
tant to get vaccinated while
many others have received
the vaccination. We are not
supposed to shame or stig-
matize in any way those who
are hesitant, opposed to or
unsure whether or not to be
vaccinated, we are not sup-
posed to shame or stigmatize
them in any way. Some may
be afraid while others may
not buy the fact that a vac-
cine has been developed in
just a year. Perhaps, they do

’not trust the data; perhaps,
they are suspicious; that is
human nature. All we can
do is encourage them, show
them what is right. We can-
not force anyone; coercion
is not the way. It will come
to no good.

I have seen people airing
their opinions on different
social media platforms. |
have seen some say, “It’smy
body, it’smy choice.” While
we live with the fact that we
cannot really force anyone,

(SIX)

Is Government waiting for The covip crisis
natural death of HNLC?

Now and then The Hyn-
niewtrep National Libera-
tion Council (HNLC) seeks
public attention through IED
attacks. The latest one is the
IED blast at Khliehriat police
reserve in East Jaintia Hills in
the wee hours of Wednesday
last. Thanks to the explosion
that damaged the walls ofthe
facility and injured a havildar
the banned" outfit has able
been able put forth its points
ofview in the public domain.
The face of the militant or-
ganisation, publicity secre-
tary Sainkupar Nongtraw,
justified the violent act as a
‘revenge’ against the police
for allegedly torturing and
killing its members in cus-
tody besides warning Star
Cement against carrying out
mining operations in Brishy-
mot in the same district.

The 1993 founded armed
outfit also demanded imple-
mentation of Inner Line Per-
mit (ILP) besides setting its
condition for peace talk even
as it threatened another blast
in a more strategic place to
‘create history in the state’.
It is up to the government
whether to take the HNLC
seriously or not. By the look
ofitboth the central and state
governmenthave been lacka-
daisical in their attitude. They
have not positively respond-
ed to the calls of the outfit
for peace parleys. They have
delayed accepting repeated
offers for negotiation from
the outfit. The establishment
appears to consider the once
feared force in Khasi and
Jaintia Hills in the 1990s and
first few years 0f2000 a spent
force. The government at the
centre and atthe state seemto
await the natural death ofthe
30 year old underground out-
fit that claims to fight for the
‘Khasi-Jaintia homeland.’

The Union and state gov-
ernment with all the intel-
ligence at their command
may not be any serious threat
for taking the HNLC lightly
but a callous attitude could
give legitimacy to an out-
lawed group to pontificate
people’s cause. Claiming
responsibility for the attack
the Bangladesh based group
demanded implementation
of Inner Line Permit (ILP)
in the state sending a warn-
ing even to the Union Home
Minister, Amit Shah for be-
ing ‘adamant’ on the issue.
Bringing the offshoot of
the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation Act, 1873 into
operation in Meghalaya has
been the loudest demand of
the whole state ever since
CAB was converted to CAA
by Parliament in 2019. The
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly unanimously passed
the resolution urging the
Government of India to im-
plement ILP in the whole
state. Pressure groups were
up in arms demanding ILP
leading to the unprecedented
resolution being adopted

| pray that all will turn out
fine inth&end. Those among
us who are educated know
that taking the vaccine is the
only way to be safe. We have
prayed for solutions and this
vaccine is the answer. The
rest of the world is limping
back to normalcy, after all
their citizens got vaccinated.
This is a lesson to be learnt.
We have to be responsible
citizens. We the people are
responsible for the well-
being and development of
the state. If we want that for
our state, we have to start
taking the right steps.

I would like to conclude
my letter by saying that con-
stant reminders are needed
in order to lower uncontrol-
lable rise in active cases and
unfortunate deaths and the
SOPs are to be made aware
to one and all. Children
and teenagers of my age
have not been vaccinated
yet, so wearing masks and
sanitizing diligently will
still be needed. We are in
this together so it is our
responsibility to take care
of each other. It is time to be
our brothers’ keepers.

Yours etc.,
Emily Grazel Jyrwa
Via email

By Albert Thyrniang

while pressure groups held
vigil in the premise of the
state library. In the meantime
the Union Home Minister has
been keeping the issue in the
backbumer, entertaining no
discussion with the stake-
holders and speaking neither
for nor against the proposed
law. When people are ignored
through democratic means,
the danger could be that
extra constitutional groups
could take advantage of the
situation. In such a situation
who is to be blamed? | have
a clear answer in my mind.
Do you?

Unresponsive govern-
ments could create space for
militancy and anti-social ele-
ments. TTiis alarm bell is clear
from the fact that no pres-
sure group has condemned
the violent incident in East
Jaintia Hills. The space has
been yielded to ‘Rambos’.

This is not the first time. No
organisation has ever spoken
against the militant group in
earlier incidents as well. No
one has dared to issue state-
ments articulating that the
demands may be valid but vi-
olence is not an unacceptable
tool. Ifthe trend continues it
looks as ifthe loud pressure
groups have outsourced their
cause to the insurgents. The
HNLC knows it can survive
only through public sup

For the record, no politician
has condemned the vile act
of intimidation a week ago.
A silent acceptance seems
to prevail and this could be
dangerous.

The HNLC might have
scored over the Chief Min-
ister, Conrad Sangma and
Home Minister Lahkmen
Rymbui. Both have rub-
bished intelligence failure
that led to the blast. If there
was no intelligence failure,
the bla”t should not have oc-
curred to begin with. Arrests
might have been swift but
the bomb had already gone
off. The message is that ifthe
HNLC can strike in a security
facility it can plant bombs
anywhere else. The security
and safety ofthe people ofthe
state could be at stake.

The HNLC has also coun-
tered the Chief Minister and
the Home Minister arguing
that the honourable minis-
ters’ appeal to the outfit to

Setting
the record
straight!

Editor,

This is with reference to
the letter dated July 13,2021
by Xavier Mao, NEHU. At
the start of the letter, Mao
appeared to have questioned
the mention of ‘world-
wide’ acknowledgment of
the Anglo-Kuki War in my
write-up whichwas meantto
highlight the cause and con-
cern ofthe indigenous tribes
in Manipur. Since the ques-
tion of ‘worldwide’ could
differ from one perspective
to another, it will be a waste
of one’s energy and time
to get engaged in a debate
over it, however tempting
and alluring it might appear.
However, his real intention
surfaced in the latter part
of his letter, i.e to discredit
the Kukis of their historic
struggles against the mighty
British.

It must be mentioned that
Manipur has a history of
communal clashes wherein
more than thousand Kukis
were massacred allegedly
by the NSCN (IM) in the
90s. The incident had left

shun violence before a peace
deal is meaningless since the
government has been ignor-
ing their offers to come to
the negotiating table. The
Council is able to have an
upper hand over the govern-
ment stating they want an
interlocutor appointed before
any movement towards peace
talk. They claim they have
documented letters sent to
the central and state govern-
mentsto prove their intention
but reciprocity has been not
forth coming. Each time an
offer was made, the state
government would welcome
it but followed up with little
action. Just to jog our recent
memory in December 2019
the separatists talked peace.
In June and October last
year too the rebels repeated
the advances. The present
Home Minister assured that
he would take up the matter

with the Centre but nothing
came out of it. The govern-
ment lacks strategy in dealing
withthe HNLC. A strategy is
worked out only when some-
thing is important or urgent.
Ifthe HNLC is ignorable then
naturally a strategic plan will
be absent. .

The government’s precon-
dition is abnegating of vio-
lence for talks. Butthe irony
is that the government does
not take note ofpeaceful and
democratic overtures. Let us
assume a scenario wherein
for ten years the HNLC does
not involve in any violent
activity but regularly appeals
for peace talk. The govern-
ment will probably pay no
attention. Unfortunately, of-
ten the government responds
only when disruptive activi-
ties take place.*

The HNLC, a split group
of the Achik Matgrik Lib-
eration Army (AMLA) has
been in decline since around
2005. Julius K Dorphang,
the former chairman who
surrendered in 2007 claimed
in 2010 that only about 50
cadres are left in Bangladesh.
In its wisdom and based
on ground assessment the
government may take this
position and decide to snub
the HNLC. The state may
downplay the occasional
blasts of the HNLC and the
threat for more violence as a
ploy ofthe outfit to stay in the

a lasting,impact on the re-
lationship of the Kukis and
Nagas of Manipur. Mao
could thus be forgiven for
harbouring enmity towards
the Kukis and their history.
But citing the reaction ofthe
Manipur Nagas to discredit
the historic Anglo-Kuki war
1917-1919 is akin to believ-
ing Israel does not exist as a
country based on the state-
ment of a hardcore Islamic
radical.

That Kukis have fought
the British at the helm of
their glory has been a fact
many wish to sweep under
the carpet. The British did
their best to underplay the
great uprising by adopting a
strategy to hide one of their
most humiliating encounters.
The Kukis, who followed
oral tradition of maintaining
records and histories would
fall victim to suppression
of their history if not for
the records found in a few
books like Colonel W L
Shakespear’s ‘History of
the Assam Rifles’. While the
efforts to divide the Kukis
and rule continue to be used
against them, their historic
struggle against the British
in defense of their ances-
tral land and freedom have
their evidence even in the

news. However, no one wants
to return to the violentpast of
killing, abduction, robbery,
and extortion. If militancy
revives in the state because
of the government’s poor
policy, who is responsible?
Ifthe central government can
hold talks withthe NSCN-IM
whose cadres are in desig-
nated camps why not with
the HNLC?

By the look of it the gov-
ernment responds only when
hit hard or cornered. In 2018
the dreaded militant leader,
Sohan D Shira was shot dead
almost immediately after the
NCP candidate Jon'athone
N Sangma was Killed in an
explosion. Before that brutal
incident the GNLA’s ‘com-
mander-in-Chief’ escaped
police action for a long time
in spite of repeated acts of
violence. The MDA govern-
ment is presently not under
the heat of ILP because of
COVID-19 restrictions. It
should have also used the
time to get some clarity on
the vexed issue from the
Centre. Months have passed
but the MDA leaders have
not succeeded in convincing
Amit Shah to lend his ears to
Meghalaya. The West Bengal
and Assam elections were
given as excuses for the de-
lay tactics. The government
might have played tricks by
inviting the Union Home
Minister to the state on a
couple of occasions giving
hope to the pro-ILP groups
that they could meet him.
The lockdowns have come
as ablessing to buy time. But
once the coronavirus situation
subsides the government may
have to face a potential pent-
up anger from the pro-ILP
groups and then be forced to
take a hasty decisionthat may
not be in fee best interests of
the state.

The Khliehriat attack was
‘heard’ in Garo Hills with
NCP chief Saleng Sangma
urging the state government
to sustain peace in the once
militancy-ravaged region.
Forced to hail the initia-
tives of the former Chief
Minister, Mukul Sangma
the NCP leader mentioned a
‘few lacunae and loopholes’
which the present govern-
ment must address. The lone
NCP legislator suggests the
government is aware of the
‘lacunae and loopholes.’ It
could be non-implementation
of the points of agreement
with surrendered militants.
It could be the inability to
comprehend the complexity
of militancy. It could be the
lack of a considered policy
as inthe case with the HNLC.
The government is unsure
whether to accept or reject
the insurgents’proposition for
peace dialogues. The fallout
could be costly.

albert. thyrniang74@
gmail.com

British Museum. The Brit-
ish Museum currently dis-
plays “Thingkho-Malcha”
which is a customary oath
then performed by the Kuki
Chiefs when declaring war
against the invading British
in 1917.

Mr. Mao, being an aca-
demician in the Department
of Philosophy in NEHU as
per the details he provided,
if he is interested in finding
the real facts of Anglo-Kuki
war 1917-1919 should read
the book, “The Anglo-Kuki
War, 1917-1919: A Fron-
tier Uprising Against Im-
perialism During the First
World War” published by
Routledge . However, if his
intention is to dishonour the
history of the Kukis, he is
better advised not to resort
to cheap and incorrect nar-
ratives which could affect
his credibility, if there ex-
ists one.

Yours etc.,

T S Haokip
Freelance Writer,
Mumbai

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/

authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

we don’t see

By Lekha Rattanani

The official death count
due to Covid-19 in India
stood at over 400,000 around
mid-July. It is widely un-
derstood and accepted that
the actual death toll is many
times that figure. Yet, these
numbers do not count the
deaths of despair caused by
a host of factors that are not
directly due to Covid-19 but
are indirectly a result of the
pandemic - like suicides,
depression, anxiety, and the
devastation and deprivation
offamilies whose lives have
been upturned either be-
cause they survived, or after
Covid-19 has claimed one or
more of their loved ones, or
the financial difficulties as
family incomes have van-
ished. There is no official
count ofthis tragedy playing
out in parallel, painfully and
silently, leaving families to
manage what essentially is
a desolate, hopeless situa-
tion. As Covid-19 numbers
come under control, as vac-
cinations pick up and as the
health system prepares for
a possible third wave, the
government will have to
begin to turnlts attention to
providing support and relief
to those suffering in silence.
This may well be the silent
majority of Covid-19related
victims, a group that needs a
helping hand but is too weak
to even ask for it.

Consider the case of
Reshma Matthew Trenchil,
a journalist, who jumped
from the 12th floor of her

rented suburban Mumbai .

high rise in June, taking her
seven-year-old son with her
on Father’s Day. Her hus-
band died of Covid nearly
a month before that, as he
contracted the disease tend-
ing to his parents, both of
whom died in Varanasi while
on a pilgrimage. Reshma
was left alone in a nuclear
family system with no one
she could turn to or depend
on for support in Mumbai,
where they had moved from
Bengaluru recently.

Ibis is a silent crisis that
is already here and grow-
ing. Research by US-based
institutions have shown that
alongside the thousands of
deaths from COVID-19,
there is a growing epidemic
of“deaths of despair” due to
the pandemic. As many as
75,000 more people will die
from drug or alcohol misuse
and' suicide, according to
new research released by the
California-based Well Being
Trust. Thereport from WBT
notes that “ifthe country fails
to invest in solutions that
can help heal the nation’s
isolation, pain, and suffer-
ing, the collective impact
of COVID-19 will be even
more devastating.” The three
factors cited as “already
at work” in exacerbating
deaths ofdespair in America
are not uncommon here:
unprecedented economic
failure paired with massive
unemployment, mandated
months of social isolation
and possible residual isola-
tion for years.

Many Indian nuclear
families of three and four
members have virtually col-
lapsed after losing their
mainstay, especially those
who have moved to new
cities or are estranged from
their relatives after disputes
or inter-faith marriages. Shut
indoors as State governments
have been continuously rein-
forcing lockdowns after
every spike in Covid cases,
and without any recourse,
those left behind in these
family units are moving into
increasingly desolate situ-
ations. Many have suffered
traumatic experiences as
they could not be with their
loved ones in their dying
moments, and often were
unable to fully participate in
the last rites and/or perform
all rituals as prescribed by
their faith.

There is also the case
of many families coming
to terms with a lifestyle
that is considered the norm
- high EMIs and mainte-
nance charges for houses
and cars that signal success
and achievement in an age
of consumerism. Now, this
high-expense living is com-
ing to terms with realities
as loans come calling and
self-esteem is sacrificed at
the altar of recovery agents
and processes. Take the
case ofthe Shetty family in
Gurugram, where the father
committed suicide, followed

by his wife and a daughter a
fortnight later as debts piled
up. The suicide note, accord-
ing to reports, requested that
their home and car loans be
waived.

Reports of this break-
down will only mount as
Covid-19 extracts its price,
economic, social and psy-
chological. An online survey
in May covering some 8,000
respondents reported that
61% of Indians were feeling
angry, upset, depressed or
worried as the second wave
of Covid-19 hit. The survey
by “Local Circles” said 23%
of the respondents reported
that they were “anxious or
worried”, 8% said they were
“depressed, gloomy or sad”,
20% said they were “upset
and angry”, 10% said they
were “extremely angry”, and
just 7% reported being “calm
and peaceful”. Otherreports
have indicated that calls to
helplines and other support
centres have jumped during
the pandemic.

Another study has drawn
on 1,856 Indian print and
television reports and sci-
entific literature to obtain
151 Covid-related suicides,
or CRS, reports to compare
suicide-related pressure be-
tween lockdown and unlopk
phases. The findings showed
thaf 80.8% ofthe CRS cases
were male. And the average
of the deceased was around
38 years. Those who died by
suicide during the lockdown
were significantly younger
compared to.those who died
when the lockdown was
lifted. Similar findings were
made by Mpower, a mental
health helpline which has a
tie-up with the Maharashtra
government. The helpline
received as many as 70,000
calls from people across
Indiabetween the lock down
last March and this April.
The maximum number of
callers were between the age
groups 26 and 40 and over
70% of the calls were made
by males. Timely interven-
tion with medication, grief
therapy and psychotherapy
have helped pull back many
suicidal callers from the
edge. But what happens to
those who don't call?

Yet, a causal visit to shop-
ping centres or places that
are open might indicate
that matters are returning to
normal. Several stores have
reported seeing ia rush of
buying as pent-up demand
makes its way to the market.
This is sometimes used to
signal the return ofnormalcy
butitignores the ticking time
bomb caused by disruptions,
lying just beneath the sur-
face. Clearly, it would be a
mistake to conclude that this
nation and its people will be
back with business as usual,
unharmed and not changed
by the effects of what the
pandemic has done - on the
health front and behind the
scenes.

For those who are alone,
and working in different
cities, cut off or estranged
from their families, the pan-
demic and lockdown have
exacerbated a problem that
has been brewing slowly as
some social changes entered
the Indian family system
and culture with the liber-
alisation of the 1990s. This
is when aspirations rose,
EMIs multiplied, and the
jointfamily was given ajolt.
Today, there are more than a
100 million Indians over the
age of 60, according to the
2011 census. These “senior
citizens” who once headed,
guided and held together
the joint family of the past
now face an uncertain future
themselves as the Indian
family has been changing.

Looked at from this per-
spective, the pandemic may
be etching some new fault
lines in the Indian social
structure. Will “Work from
Home” reverse the trend of
nuclear families? What im-
pact will it have on the cul-
ture of instant food, instant
cash and instant gratifica-
tion that the new generation
has grown on? While these
trends build and take root
and are watched by market-
ers, it is time for the gov-
ernment to wake up to the
unseen crisis that is brewing
and will hit a new high as
Covid-19 itself wanes.

(The writer is the Man-
aging Editor of The Billion
Press) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (email: editor@
thebillionpress. org)
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Gangrape amidst the pandemic
THE news of the gangrape of a 14 year old girl
in South Garo Hills in the midst ofthe pandemic
is both shocking and troubling. While the girl
was fortunately found and rescued by a police
team from Rongsa Awe, what is alarming is
that she had to be taken from one health centre
to another, merely on the plea ofjurisdiction.
From the health centre at Nangalbibra the girl
was referred to Williamnagar Civil Hospital
which was 22 km away. Surprisingly the doc-
tor at Williamnagar Civil Hospital refused to
treat her citing jurisdiction issues and referred
her to Baghmara Civil Hospital, 75 kms away.
Jurisdiction used to be an issue of the police
in registering FIRs. Now even doctors seem to
have resorted to this escape route. This sheer
callousness from a medical practitioner who
had taken the Hippocratic oath to serve suffer-
ing humanity is grossly unethical and a medical
misconduct that should be taken seriously by
the Government. That a similar incident took
place two months ago making this a repeat of-
fence by the Williamnagar Civil Hospital should
necessitate an enquiry followed by necessary

punitive action.

While lockdowns are necessary to reduce
the community spread of Covid, it also has
serious psychological and socially disruptive
consequences. This is known as the lockdown
paradox and studies have revealed that amongst
the many consequences of such lockdowns is the
surge in cases of gender-based violence. Since
March 2020 when most parts of the world went
into lockdown domestic violence has been on
the rise which is also linked to close proximity
between members of the family in enclosed
spaces for too long a time. But the darker side
of the lockdown is the amount of screen time
that adolescents spend on a daily basis on the
pretext of online classes, which in the absence
of supervision is diverted to watching porno-

graphic videos:

While the attention of care givers at home
is directed towards keeping family members
safe from the Covid infection the other aspects
of care centred around the mental health of
adolescents during the pandemic has been left
untouched. At least two of the sexual offenders
who were nabbed by the police are teenagers.
The manner in which the gangrape was inflicted
on the 14 year old minor appears to have been
pre-meditated. Otherwise it is impossible for
different sets of men/boys to rape a minor girl
at different locations. The State Social Welfare
Department and Health Department both have
the onus to set up counselling centres to deal
with such major societal disruptions and gender-
based violence. Covid cannot subsume the other
predicaments wrought by the pandemic.

to tlic Editor

Why no protest
on price rise?

Editor,

For the common man
there is no respite. Prices
of vegetables have shot up
again with carrots selling
at Rs 100 a kg and other
vegetables selling at a pre-
mium simply because there
are relaxations and more
buyers. The prices of meat,

especially beef and mutton _

have gone up exponentially.
Yetwe never hear awhimper
ofprotest againstpricerise in
Meghalaya. When petrol and
diesel prices have just shot
up it can be expected that
the cost of transportation of
goods too would go up. As
it is the ordinary citizen is
bearing the burden ofloss of
livelihoods due to Covid and
now with price rise it can be
expected that the nutritional
status of the poor will go
down even more and thereby
reduce their immunity levels
and consequently their abil-
ity to fight any infection.

It is seen that Meghalaya
has always remained silent
on price rise. Itwould appear
as if the people ofthis State
are all well off and can af-
ford to shell out any amount
for essential commodities.
But perhaps the common
person is too disempowered
to protest. Normally, in other
states the political parties
come out on the streets to
protest price rise. Pressure
groups too are expected to

raise their voices against the
unprecedented price rise of
essential commodities and
of vegetables and meat but
no such protest has ever
been seen on the streets of
Shillong. Pressure groups
will only raise their voices
against issues that will gain
them political points. Talking
about pricerise is unlikely to
win them votes since this is
not a popular topic that will
gain them air time on the lo-
cal YouTube news channels
that can make an instant star
of someone and can also
demonise someone.

Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong is a good
example of a politician who
has been vulgarized by
these web based/YouTube
news channels. Today he
has stopped speaking to the
media after his faux-pas of
advising people not to eat
meat because it is unafford-
able and to eat vegetables
instead. Well, Mr Tynsong
should be informed that
vegetables too are no longer
part of the poor man’s diet
because their prices have
shot up. What then does the
poor person eat? Dal is too
expensive, meat and fish are
out of question, vegetables
too are beyond most bud-
gets. Milk is something that
most people have left out of
their diets a long time ago.
Most people are left with
rice and salt, potatoes and
some dry fish. That’s all!
What vitamins and nutrients
would that diet contain? Do
people in government ever

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, launching the
State’s Population Policy
stated, “We should not forget
that increase in population
contributes to poverty in so-
ciety. Hence, until all sections
are made comprehensively
aware, there will be a delay in
fulfilling various goals”. The
root of all major problems
and prevailing inequality in
society is believed to be in
the rising population size.
The CM touched a sensi-
tive and controversial issue
when elections are due in six
months.

UP Population Bill (also
referred to as Population
Policy) aims at enforcing
two-child norm and en-
couraging one-child family
not so far tried in any other
State in India. China’s “one-
child policy” with strict
penal action for violations
was in force between 1980
and 2016 for 36 years to ar-
rest population growth, and
was replaced by two-child
policy which is now being
changed to three-child policy
to correct the demographic
distortion of ageing popula-
tion and dwindling working
age-group.

Under the UP Popula-
tion (Control, Stabilisation,
and Welfare) Bill 2021, by
adopting two-child norm, a
couple will become eligible
for a number of benefits
including two special incre-
ments during their service,
subsidy for purchase of a
house, maternity or paternity
leave with full salary and
allowances for up to one
year, and free healthcare and
insurance coverage for the
spouse, rebate on charges
for electricity, water, etc.,
3% increase in employer’s
contribution to pension fund
and such benefits.

Additional incentives will
be extended to couples hav-
ing one child only like four
additional increments in sal-
ary, free healthcare facili-
ties and insurance coverage
for the single child till the
child turns 20 years of age,
preference in admission in
educational institutions and
free education up to gradu-
ation.

The Bill contains certain
penal provisions also for
violations. A person who
has more than two children
after the law comes into ef-
fect would be, disqualified
from applying for any gov-
ernment job, debarred from
contesting elections to local
bodies and would be denied

ponder over the dilemma
of the poor? No, they don’t
because they don’t hear
voices of protests against
these core affordability is-
sues that almost about 80%
of the citizens of this state
face on.a daily basis. Where
do we gofrom here?
Yours etc.,
Josephine Kharmujai,
Via email

Meghalaya &
its ranking for
doing business

Editor,

In light of the ongoing
struggles faced by business
people due to the disruptions
caused by the government's
response to COVID-19, it
is worth reflecting on what
can be done going forward.
The Government of India in
collaborationwith the World
Bank produces an”index
called the Ease of Doing
Business ranking that mea-
sures progress across arange
of measures like time taken
to obtain a license, policy
simplification and so on.

Meghalaya was ranked
last, along with several other
north-eastern states. What
this means in practice is that
Meghalaya is an extremely
anti-business state that ac-
tively hampers employment
growth through the creation
of jobs and wealth. This
is tragic. With its English-
speaking population, it is

UP population policy

Incentives & penalties

By Dr S. Saraswathi

the benefits of government
welfare schemes. No. ration
card would have more than
four units with not more
than two children. Exist-
ing government employees
violating the law would be
denied promotions.

Many States - Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan,

Telangana and Uttarakhand
—have adopted two-child
policy in some form. Some
States disallow them from
contesting local elections.
Haryana Panchayat Act
which restrained people hav-
ing more than two children
from contesting panchayat
elections was upheld by the
Supreme Court.

Assam Chief Minister,
Himanta Biswa Sarma had a
discussion a few days back
about the real threat posed
by population explosion to
economic development and
decided to set up eight sub-
groups to work for stabi-
lisation of population by
promoting two-child norm by
revising eligibility criteria for
various welfare schemes. The
State with migrant Muslims
and indigenous Muslims
having different ideas on
population management has
to reach a consensus in the
matter. Soon after taking
oath as CM, he advised im-
migrant Muslims to adopt
“decent” family planning
measures.  According to
NFHS data, Assam’s fertility
rate is 1.9 which is below the
replacementrate. Immigrant
Muslims have also recorded
sharp decline in birth.

But, the country has not
adopted a national policy on
family size and sticks to the
Action Programme adopted
at the International Con-
ference on Population and
Development 1994, which
rules out any coercion or

a shame that this language
ability - which would have
allowed integration into the
world economy - isnotbeing
utilised.

It is possible to turn the
state around. The country
of Georgia located at the
eastern end ofthe Black Sea
on the southern flanks ofthe
Greater Caucasus Mountains
experienced an average GDP
growth rate of 10% per year
between 2004 and 2007 af-
ter eliminating unnecessary
regulations and legislations.
It isnow amodem economy
that has significantly reduced
poverty.

A good first step would be
to eliminate all taxes except
for the goods and services
tax. The influx of migrants
from other states seeking
economic freedom should
more than compensate for
any lost government rev-
enue, and in fact will likely
increase revenue in the long
run.

Yours etc.,

Sukrit Sabhlok.
New South Wales,
Australia

Of Covid
orphans

Editor,

According to a new
study published in The
Lancet, an estimated 1.5
million children world-
wide have experienced the
death of a parent, custodial
grandparent or other rela-

incentives and disincentives
in implementing family plan-
ning programme. Assam and'
Gujarathave now announced
a legislation on 2-child policy
which provides a penalty for
having third child. Rajasthan
Health Minister has come out
in support of UP bill though
his party, Congress, views it
as an anti-minority gesture.
Karnataka is attracted by the
proposed UP law.
Pre-election season is the

ripe time for announcement
ofpolicies and promises that
concern the entire popula-
tion going to the polls.
Uttar Pradesh, where Assem-
bly election is due in about
six months, is witnessing
speeches and actions that will
rouse everybody to realise
that political masters have
the power and authority to
depide on matters which they
have been believing is intheir
hands.

Population policy is a
matter of immense signifi-
cance for development and
welfare of people. * Very
few people are aWare they
can determine the size of
their family by their own
individual decision and the
size of the population of a
State or nation by collective
decision on individual family
size. This has necessitated di-
rect government intervention
and has led to adoption of
state policies and enactment
oflaws. Incentives, disincen-
tives, preferences, denials,
rewards and penalties are
instruments ofenforcing pop-
ulation policy prescriptions
of governments. Advanced
nations have achieved stable
population not through com-
pulsion of any law, but with
the force ofdevelopment. But
they now face the problem of
ageing population.

UP CM, while launching
the Draft Population Policy
2021-30 coinciding with
the World Population Day,
stated that the sole aim of
the policy was to align the

tive who cared for them
due to COVID-19. Of
these, more than 1 million
children lost one or both
parents during the first 14
months of lhe pandemic
and another half a million
lost a grandparent caregiver
living in their own home.

Loss of a parent or
caregiver has profound
consequences for children.
They are at the risk of
profound adverse effects
on their health; safety and
wellbeing such as the risk
of disease, physical abuse,
sexual assaults and adoles-
cent pregnancy. According
to the researchers, there
is an urgent need to take
action to address the
impact of caregiver deaths
on children. It is distress-
ing that for every two
COVID-19 deaths world-
wide, one child is left be-
hind to face the death of a
parent or caregiver. Hence
there is an urgent need to
prioritize these children
and invest in programmes
and services to protect and
support them.

Before the COVID'19
pandemic there were an
estimated 140 million or-
phaned children worldwide.
The pandemic has caused
more children to lose .a
parent or caregiver. Consid-
ering that a large number
of grandparents provide
care and financial sup-
port for their children, the
loss of grandparents too
adversely affect children.
It is shocking to  learn

State’sreproductive rate to its
development goals and that it
was in line with the Sustain-
able Development Goals to
be reached by 2030. The aim
is said to be to ensure thatre-
sources reach everyone. The
larger objective is to bring
prosperity to the lives of the
people and also reduce the
infant and maternal mortality
rate along with stabilising the
population. He inaugurated
Population Stability Fort-
night Programme starting
from 11 July to draw people’s
attention to the new Popula-
tion Policy.

Fertility rate in UP, which
was 3.8% a decade ago, is
now 2.7% . In rural areas,
TFR is 3.0% against 2.1%
in cities due to level of de-
velopmentand education. The
policy aims to bring down
the reproductive rate to 2.1%
by 2026 and 1.7% by 2030.
Yogi Adityanath emphasised
the need for “adequate gap”
between two children which
is necessary for maternal and
infant/child health. UP has a
population exceeding 2 crore.
It is the most populous State
in India and the density of
population is also high - 828
per sq.km while national av-
erage is 382 per sg.km.

VHP is quick to reject the
one-child idea as a potential
threat to Hindu community
whose number will decline
while Muslims will lag be-
hind in adopting the policy.
In Assam and Kerala, the
TFR is below the replacement
ratio of 2.1, but separately it
is much higher for Muslims
at 3.16 in Assam and 2.33 in
Kerala. If the Bill is passed,
it can alter Hindu-Muslim
ratio in the state population
in course oftime.

VHP’s Acting President
has pointed out that the law
will increase dependency
ratio as contracting popula-
tion will upset working age
population-dependent adults
ratio.

TFR has been declining
in the country and in the UP
also. The decline is caused
by economic growth, mi-
gration, education of girls,
decline in infant mortality
rate and notby official policy.
Union Government also in-
formed the Supreme Court
in response to a PIL that it is
against any kind of coercion
to control population that
would be counter-productive
and lead to demographic
distortion. —INFA

(The writer is former
Director, ICSSR, New Delhi)

that every 12 seconds a
child loses his caregiver
to COVID-19.

The first three coun-
tries with the highest rate
of children losing their
caregiver are Peru, south
Africa and Mexico. In
April 2021, in India, there
was an 8.5-fold increase
in the numbers of children
newly orphaned compared
to March 2021. Children
experiencing COVID-19
related deaths of parents
or caregivers are at greater
risk of separation from
family and institutionaliza-
tion. It adversely affects
children’s social, physical
and mental development. It
is feared that if COVID-19
pandemic is not controlled,
it could lead to the death
of more parents and grand-
parents. Such experiences
will profoundly damage
children’s lives and per-
sonality. As children are
future citizens of a country,
it will adversely affect hu-
man resource development.
Hence, such children must
be identified and monitor-
ing systems strengthened
so that such children can
be given the support they
need to thrive.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Impact and
Influence of

soclal

media

By Kaustov Kashyap

We are currently in the
golden age of the Internet
and social media. Conven-
tional media such as newspa-
pers, magazines and TV are
on the path of being redun-
dant. Today, social sites such
as Facebook and Twitter
are driving the discussions
in the public sphere. They
show us what is trending/
in fashion around us. That
trend can range from fashion
to protests.

Social media has become
the most important and influ-
ential source of information
and news for the current

generation. Social Media
and the Internet are dreating
mand changing socio-political
narratives across the world,
.fromthe Black Lives Matter
Movement to anti-CAA-
NRC protests in India. These
are all examples of the im-
pact and influence of social
media.

Between 2013-2016 in
the Indian internet space,
right-wing/pro-BJP IT cell
dominated social media
trends. One of the reasons
the Congress lost in 2014
was that it became the butt
of all social media jokes.
Narendra Modi was one of
the first major Indian politi-
cians to use social media
effectively for image build-
ing. Thathelped him tremen-
dously attract the youth of
this country in 2014.

Social media can make or
break careers, public images
and even social movements.
In this era of social media,
everyone who has access to
the Internet is a broadcaster.
Everyone can express opin-
ions, ask questions, and even
criticise anything; govern-
ments, judiciary, or even ce-
lebrities. From questioning
the government and courts
to running campaigns, social
media is the medium for ev-
erything and everyone.

Inthe era of conventional
media, to fight or respond to

of the social media age. An
old poem Hum Dekhenge by
Faiz Ahmed Faiz turned into
#HumDekhenge, a slogan
for any movement which
challenged the authority,
from anti-CAA protests to
farmers’ protests.

A new way of protesting
has been born — Twitter
storm — where people use
certain pre-decided hashtags
and putup multiple posts on
Twitter during a particular
time on a certain day, which
if done sufficiently puts the
hashtag/s in the trending list
and causes people to notice

it even if they were not
aware of it or did not have
an opinion on it. Even news
channels today decide their
headlines observing such
social media trends.

These types of aware-
ness campaigns and their
impact is the biggest reason
behind the Indian govern-
ment’s decision to ask Twit-
ter to shut down accounts
using hashtags related to
the farmers’protests in early
February 2021. But even the
act of shutting down those
accounts caused a global
reaction, forcing Twitter
to restore those accounts.
This whole series of events
caused a great awareness
aboutthe government’spoli-
tics in India and across the
world, prompting responses
from various international
bodies like the UN Human
Rights Council and the US
President who spoke about
protecting free speech.

When American popstar
Rihanna asked a simple
question combined with
a hashtag about the farm-
ers’ protests and internet
shutdowns, it sparked an
aggressive reaction from
the Indian government and
Godi Media.

In school, we learned
that India’s Constitution
guarantees us several fun-
damental rights, and today

“When American popstar Rihanna asked a
simple question combined with a hashtag
about thefarmers protests and internet
shutdowns, it sparked an aggressive reaction
from the Indian government and Godi Media.
In school, we learned that Indias Constitution
guarantees us severalfundamental rights, and
today the Supreme Court ofIndia has said
that the Internet is afundamental right. ”

fake news or misinformation
couldtake up days and create
chaos, but now social media
has speeded up this process
very significantly. Any false
claim can be fought imme-
diately using the power of
the Internet and social me-
dia. Websites like AltNews
are doing this job incred-
ibly well. Today, in India,
all parties, especially their
youth wings like the Youth
Congress and Yuva Sena,
have started using social
media platforms forelection
campaigns and to criticise
and attack the opposition.
Many politicians, including
PM Modi, use social media
in place of conventional
mediums to address people
and connect with them.

During the historic anti-
CAA-NRC protests, there
wasn’t any leader or organi-
sation organising the nation-
wide protests or gathering
the masses. The people, who
before these protests weren’t
into politics or social move-
ments, got engaged in the
movement because of social
media.

The hashtags used on
social sites such as Twitter
have become newsmakers

the Supreme Court of India
has said that the Internet is
a fundamental right. A com-
ment made on social media
today can shake up society
and influence the social nar-
ratives around us. Even an
issue in the remotest place
can become a global issue
due to social media. That is
the impact it has.

While responsible use
of social media can result
in public movements that
result in governments revis-
ing their policy decisions
and redressal of grievances,
there are many who use
this same platform to cre-
ate communal hatred and
frenzy. It is for this reason
that platforms like Facebook
are now more careful about
not allowing bullying and
spreading hatred through
this medium. While social
media has the power to do
good, it can also be a nega-
tive force in the hands of
trolls that are paid by vested
interests to bully certain
personalities and character
assassinate them. But social
media platforms are like the
genie that have come out of
the bottle and are difficult to
put back into it.
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Tokyo Olympics
CURTAINS rise today on the Tokyo Olympics,
ending a long delay and months of uncertain-
ties caused by the Covid’s deadly sway. The
glittering, action-packed events will engage the
world for 16 days even as the shadow of the
pandemic looms large. India is putting its “best
foot forward”, but the expectations are tamed
by the poor shows of the past. Projections are
that India will do better this time, as against
the tally of one bronze and one silver at the
last mega show in 2016 at Rio. This itself was
a draw-down on the six medals that the nation
won in the London Olympics in 2012. Notably,
there have been some attempts from the Modi
dispensation since 2014 to change India’s poor
record at the Olympics as also at Asian Games
and other international competitions. These at-
tempts did not make any impact in 2016. NITI
Aayog has set a target of winning 50 medals at
the 2024 Olympics. Tokyo must show that there
is considerable momentum towards achieving

this goal.

In tune with the tendency to make a com-
parison between India and China in matters of
national achievements, Rio too presented an
example. China carried with it 26 gold and a
total of 70 medals, against India’s two medals
a silver and bronze respectively, while the US
topped the show with 46 gold and a total of 121
medals. In the haul of medals, the UK stood
somewhere in between the US and China. A
similar trend could be expected this time too.
While India talks big about a likely economic
super power status, ground realities should
enlighten us that this is a mirage. India lacked
good leadership after the end ofthe Nehru era.
Faced with the worst, Narasimha Rao did some
fire-fighting and Manmohan Singh effected a
turnaround in the national economy. This too is
by now a washout. At the root of India’s prob-
lems is the play of nepotism and favouritism.
Merit is hardly a criterion across the spectrum.
This tendency reaches out to the arena of sports
and athletics too. The results are there for all to

see and fathom.

The training and selection of athletes should
be in competent hands and those trainers must
be given a free hand to identify and nurture tal-
ents in sports and athletics. Politicians should
play no role in deciding who should represent
the country in such events. In fact, politicians
should neither head nor be involved in gov-
erning bodies of sporting bodies. How far has
NITI Aayog succeeded in such matters is open
to public scrutiny. As the curtain falls over the
Tokyo Olympics on August 8, it will again be

time for stock-taking.

Letters lo the Editor

Dilemma of
long COVID

Editor,

A recent study published
inthe Lancet’sjournal eclini-
calmedicine highlighted that
patients who were affected
by the Covid virus can report
over 200 symptoms post,
COVID known as ‘Long
COVID’. From visual hallu-
cinations, heart palpitations,
bladder control issues, tin-
nitus among others the added
burden of these symptoms
should not be ignored. This
shows that the rehabilitation
process will have to be a
multi-pronged approach by
the Health Ministry cover-
ing all areas of concern, as
SARS has been known to
affect the quality of life.

Withthe revamping ofthe
health infrastructure, what
is also needed is setting up
post COVID clinics in urban
and rural settings. Alongside
mitigating this aspect, the
world together should not
also forget diseases which
have plagued humans for
years such as diabetes, HIV/
AIDS, malaria and cancer to
probe for new therapies and
vaccines.

Dr Martin Blaser, in his
book Missing Microbes,
narrates the repercussions
of overuse of antibiotics,
reminding humankind that
with advances in health care,
it also has its own conse-
quences. Hence we need to
maintain a proper balance.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Via email

Poor joke on
us citizens

Editor,

Over 4,15,000 people
died due to Covid-19 (there-
by leaving at least 16,00,000
family members in incon-
solable grief and helpless-
ness. Many children have
turned orphans or lost the
sole bread-earning mem-
ber), several hundreds of
them succumbing during
the "Long March" home and
millions finding themselves
jobless overnight with many
ofthem compelled to die of
suicide. But it is disgraceful
that the who's who of die
BJP and Union government
should boast about their
"impeccable fight" against
Covid and their "glorious
victory" over the pandemic!
So, when the top honchos of
the party assert that Pegasus-
exposure is nothing but an
"international design" to "de-
fame" the country as a sort of
"revenge" for the way "India
handled Covid"; it sounds
not only bizarre but silly
too. Also shocking is their
"enviable" unfathomable
magnitude of shamelessness,
insensitivity, falsehood and
rhetoric !

The displacement of
millions of starved, mal-
nourished poorest of poor
migrants comprising chil-
dren or senior citizens also
negotiating the highways
for months in the harshest
of conditions; the inhuman
queue for procuring oxygen
cylinders with several hapless

H

In Meghalaya the Covid
infection rates and deaths
have been fluctuating. Gov-
ernment is in a dilemma
whether or not to relax the
lockdown norms. The pri-
mary concern of those run-
ning the Government is that
the rise in Covid cases means
hospitalisation and the pos-
sibility that the state may run
out of beds, ICU and oxygen
linked beds. As of June, this
year the bed. capacity for
Covid patients is 1518 which
includes 34 ICU beds, 530
oxygen linked beds and 988
beds in different hospitals/
corona care centres across the
state. In May this year about
87% of beds were occupied
by Covid patients. In June
and early July, the numbers
seemed to have dropped but
on Thursday the death count
went up to 14 yet again with
513 new cases and a total of
4413 active cases.

So where does that leave
us and what are the problem
areas that prevent the Covid
numbers from falling despite
the lockdown? It would have
been insightful for us to know
on a daily basis whether
those who died have been
vaccinated. The vaccination
coverage as of July 21 isjust
about (39.82) 40%. While
8.06 lakh people have got
their first dose; only 1.40 lakh
people have received both
doses. We are a state of over
30 lakh people.

Three months of lock-
down has resulted in fatigue,
depression for some, job loss
trauma for others and arrears
in rent payments, for those
renting shop spaces in com-
mercial areas. Government
has appealed for empathy
from house owners butthatis
easier said than done because
most house owners too rely
on house rent for their liveli-
hoods. Life is a value chain.
Every chain has a value and
whenthe chain breaks every-
one is hurt. The pandemic has
broken that value chain.

Now coming to the lock-
down and the slow but guard-
ed easing offwhere shops are
allowed to open on alternate
days and between certain
timings, as ordinary citizens
we are left to wonder at the
rationale of it all. First, why
are shops allowed to open on
alternate days only? Would
there be many more people
onthe streets ifall shops were
to openup? Why isthe timing
9.30 am to 3 pm considered
safe for citizens to go out and
get their essentials? This is

dying because ofthe massive
oxygen shortage, burning of
mass pyres in parking lots,
mass burial of bodies on
the banks of the Ganga or
discarding dead bodies in
the water have exposed the
horrors and insensitivity of
the Modi Government. Has
any country in the world
witnessed such horrors in
these "modem" times? And
all these are nothing but
direct results of a series of
callous steps decisions and
programmes including the
zealous attempt to imple-
menting the NRC-CAA,
"Trump show", toppling of
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment through the backdoor;
instant lockdown without
notice, "Occupy Bengal",
Kumbh Mela, mindless
megalomaniac obsession
with VISTA etc. This when
the sole emphasis Should
have been in preventing the
intrusion of the pandemic
or controlling it through
creation ofadequate medical
infrastructure!

Far from drawing inspira-
tion from "Visva Guru", the
civilised responsible nations
around the world must be
citing the state of affairs
of India as a stem warning
how notto act irresponsibly
when a pandemic of such a
proportion poses a threat to
civilisation!

And just as any criticism
of steps like demonetisa-
tion where hundreds died
of heat wave while stand-
ing in queues or rendering
millions of people jobless,
the unilateral abrogation of

Lockdown dilemma

By Patricia Mukhim

a question that leaves many
nonplussed and some fuming.
How does opening shops on
alternate days help in slowing
the spread ofthe virus? What
iswrong in opening all shops
every day from 9.30 am to 7
pm? What could happen in
the second alternative that
will not happen in the first
one?

Secondly, the Covid data
given to the public daily is
incomplete. Ofthe 14 people
who are reported to have died
of Covid on July 22 and in
the past several months after

the last data was published,
how many have been fully
vaccinated and how many are
partially vaccinated? Why is
this data not provided on a
daily basis? Would this not
have been a better incen-
tive for people to go get
vaccinated? The paucity of
research and data in Megha-
laya is troubling. Why for
instance are some localities
in Shillong more vulnerable
than others? Why do they
have a consistently higher
incidence ofinfections? What
are the localities not doing
right? Who is responsible

reported 25 cases on July 21.
The previqus day the number
of cases was 7. Mawlai has
consistently reported higher
incidence of Covid. On July
21, the Sohra cluster reported
21 cases, Upper Shillong -12
followed by Umpling with
10. How did the number of
positive cases in Mawlai
shootup by 14 counts from 7,
to take the tally to 21? What
has happened between July
20 and 21 that saw Mawlai
register so many positive
cases? Are those cases de-
tected in the same locality/

localities? Could it be pos-
sible that people queuing up
to fetch water from public
taps spreading the infection?
We have, to remember that
Prime Minister Modi’s most
favoured scheme, the Jal Je-
evan Mission which promises
piped waterto every home is
notyet fully complete inrural
Meghalaya. People still need
to queue up at water points.
Could this be a spreading
point?

In urban Shillong the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) was launched

“Three months oflockdown has resulted in
fatiguedepressionfor some, job loss trauma
for others and arrears in rentpaymentsfor
those renting shop spaces in commercial
areas. Government has appealedfor empathy
from house owners but that is easier said than
done because most house owners too rely on
house rentfor their livelihoods. Life is a value
chain. Every chain has a value and when the
chain breaks everyone is hurt. The pandemic
has broken that value chain. ”

for that? For instance, the
entire East Khasi Hills is
now divided into clusters to
quickly understand which
clusters have high infection
rates and therefore need to be
more vigilant. Mawlai cluster

Constitutional provisions
in lammu & Kashmir and
its fragmentation, divisive
anti-humanity NRCtCAA,;
questioning how Pulwama or
Ladakh incursion happened
or anything related to Covid-
deaths and oxygen-vaccine
shortage immediately in-
vites the accusation of being
"anti-national." In the same
vein, obviously any query
revolving involvement of
the Union Government in
the Pegasus scandal is also
construed as a "direct attack
upon India's integrity"!
Instead of comingup with
concrete answers in a sane
and sober tone and based
on logic, facts and truth the
Modi Government instead
decides to character-assas-
sinate the questioner and
invoke foolish sentiments
by invoking the name ofthe
nation!Unfortunately these
tactics ofjingoism regularly
fetchrich electoral dividends
also in the country !
What a tragic state of
affairs !
Yours etc.,
Kajal Chatteijee,
Via email

Signs of
climate change

Editor,

Heavy rainfall triggered
devastating flooding caus-
ing dozens of casualties
in Western Europe. Raging
rivers submerged towns
leaving Europeans shocked.
Hundreds had died of heat

in 2015 to create universal
coverage of water supply as
well as sewage management
to households, especially
the poor and disadvantaged.
The objectives of AMRUT
are among others to ensure

in the north western United
States a few days before.
Wildfire had removed a
village from the map in
Canada. Wildfires spread
across 12 states in the
Western America.

Two important facts are
emerging from these disas-
ters :the world is not will-
ing to slow down climate
change. It is not willing to
live with it either. Some
of the world’s wealthiest
nations that are burning
coal, oil and gas in large
amounts have been se-
verely affected by climate
change. These disasters
in the developed world
have significant bearing
on what these wealthi-
est countries are doing to
reduce their emissions of
greenhouse gases. These
disasters that occurred a
few months before climate
negotiations in Glasgow
serve as a warning notjust
for the developed countries
but for all the countries.

Disasters induced by
global warming have
brought about massive de-
struction in different parts
of the world. Crops in Ban-
gladesh were  destroyed,
villages were completely
destroyed in some other
countries. Typhoons brought
about widespread destruc-
tion in the Philippines.
Developing countries that
were not responsible for
climate-induced disasters
demanded funding to deal
with the loss and damage
but it was rejected by
richer countries. Although

ow long Is too long?

that every household has
access to a tap with assured
supply of water and a sewer-
age connection. This noble
objective has not been metin
the whole of Shillong (urban
agglomeration). People, es-
pecially those living inrented
accommodation still access
water from public taps. They
congregate around the taps
every morning; they chat and
exchange notes while waiting
their turn for water. Social
distancing has no meaning
for them. Yet in a pandemic
these are the critical issues
that are missed.

Meghalaya has two im-
portant national health insti-
tutions - NEIGRIHMS and
the Indian Institute of Public
Health (1IPH). The second
institution should have been
our sheet anchor during this
pandemic providing us criti-
cal data on why the Covid
surge continues despite the
lockdown and looking atwhat
aspects of human behaviour
are the reasons for the Covid
numbers not coming down.
Does the genome sequencing
of those affected by Covid
now suggest that we have
entered the Delta stage? Is
it because the Delta variant
is more infectious? The pub-
lic should be kept informed
about these developments
after observing the infection
pattern. The 1IPH (Shillong)
is adding to the information
bank of the State through
its cutting-edge research to
enable the Government to
take effective measures but it
needs to be more visible as an
independent institution.

Whatwe know so far about
the Delta variant is what the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and medical scientists
across the world tell us, which
is that the Delta variant is a
variant of concern because
it has increased transmis-
sibility. This is observed in
several countries. And where
the Delta variant is identi-
fied; itreally rapidly takes off
and spreads between people
more efficiently than even the
Alpha variant that was first
detected around December,
January 2021. As of today,
the Delta variant has been
reported in 96 countries of
which India is one and it is
expected that this variant
will continue to spread but
vaccination is the only way to
reduce deaths. This is where
Meghalaya scores poorly and
will therefore bear the lock-
down pain much more than
other states. The lockdown is
its own worst enemy.

climate-induced extreme
weather conditions cause
widespread destruction and
great death in developing
countries, they are seen
as their responsibility. De-
veloped countries evade
responsibility for it.
Global emissions have
increased since the 2015
Paris Agreement negotia-
tions. China is considered
to be the world’s biggest
emitter today. While emis-
sions have declined in the
USA and Europe, itis not
sufficient to limit global
temperature rise. Although
developed countries are
aware of the catastrophic
results of rising tempera-
tures, they do not adopt
strict measures to combat
it. Notwithstanding the fact
that there is consensus on
halving emissions by 2030,
global emissions continue
to rise. Global average
temperature has increased
by more than 1 degree
Celsius. Sadly, developed
countries are under the no-
tion that they are invulner-
able. By the time countries
realize the seriousness of
the situation, more cata-
strophic events would have
occurred.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes

Timing of release of report significant

Pegasus scandal
has potential to
unsettle Modi

By Devasis Chattopadhyay

Just when the monsoon
session of the Indian parlia-
ment was about to begin, the
Pegasus scandal resurfaced
and created a political row
in the country, two years
after it initially came to light.
For the record, Pegasus, the
sophisticated spyware de-
veloped by the Israeli cyber-
security and tech company
NSO could take over the
control ofyourmobile phone
without your knowledge.

Unlike the lasttime, now,
the scandal grew in propor-
tion tangling influential poli-
ticians, well-known jour-
nalists, and political game-
makers in the country with
names oftargets o fpotential
hacking coming outin instal-
ments. The mediareportage,
including by The Guard-
ian, The Washington Post
and India’s thewire.in, was
triggered by a bank of data
first accessed by Forbidden
Stories, a Paris-based media
non-profit, and the United
Kingdom headquartered
global non-governmental
human rights organization
Ampnesty International. For-
bidden Stories said that the
list it had shared with the
international media outlets
comprises intended targets
ofPegasus. However, the Is-
raeli company NSO through
a press release clarified that
just because aphone number
appeared inthe datasheet did
hotmean it was successfully
targeted or compromised.

Pegasus had been under
the scanner, over its surveil-
lance activities, for a while
now. In September 2018,
The Citizen Lab, a Cana-
dian cybersecurity organisa-
tion, had published a report
identifying 45 countries,
including India, in which
the spyware was being used.
In October 2019, WhatsApp
revealed thatjournalists and
human rights activists in
Indiahad been targets of sur-
veillance through Pegasus.
However, Israeli company
NSO never named the buy-
ers of its software, such as
Pegasus. But, its website
said, ‘NSO Group develops
best-in-class technology to
help government agencies
detect and prevent a wide-
range of local and global
threats. NSO products are
used exclusively by govern-
ment intelligence and law
enforcement agencies to
fight crime and terror’»

The current session of
parliament is supposed to
continue till August 13 and
would hopefully be the first
full session of our parlia-
ment in recent times, since
Covid19invaded our shores.
According to all available
reports, nearly all Opposi-
tion parties in India raised
issues related to fuel prices,
farm laws, Covid 19 and the
state of our economy dur-
ing the all-party meeting
last Sunday, the day before
parliament was to start. The
DMK raised the issue of
GST devolution and the Te-
langana Rashtra Samithi ap-
pealed to the central govern-
ment to make public sector
units profitable and not opt
for disinvestment. The Sa-
majwadi Party accused the
BJP government of passing
bills in a hurry and alleging
that the Maharashtra and
West Bengal governors had
belittled the respective chief
ministers of the states.

Mismanagement of the
Indian economy since 2014
and lackadaisical handling
of Covidl9 by our cen-
tral government created an
enormous pressure on fiscal
position. Most of the eco-
nomic indicators are offthe
targetand almostruined. The
huge investments required
to salvage the economy are
not on the horizon. On top
of these, the BJP lost deci-
sively in West Bengal. The
Punjab and the Uttar Pradesh
assembly elections ought
to happen next year but al-
ready started wanning up the
knuckles of the electorates.
So, from here on, itwould be
anuphill task forthe BJP led
central government.

Hence, the timing of the
leak of the current round
of Pegasus data just be-
fore the monsoon session of
the Indian parliament by a
France based media NGO,
the country where Rafael
deal has reached the court
on the premise of a bribery
theory to the powerful Indian
power-brokers, along with

Amnesty International, the
organisation much maligned
by the BJP government,
would be too much of a
coincidence. Hence, leak of
the Pegasus papers at this
juncture is an interesting
phenomenon.

Add to this that on July
3, just about a fortnight
before the Pegasus paper
leak's, ‘France begins judi- .
cial probe into Rafale deal
with India’ screamed the
French media.

On July 4, the US based
economist Kaushik Basu
revealed details ofa January
2015 meeting in the White
House with former US Presi-
dent Obama, whereby he had
advised former US President
Barack Obama to remind
the BJP government of In-
dia’s traditional and well-
established commitment to
democracy and secularism
during his visit as chiefguest
at the Republic Day Parade
in 2015, which Obama did
touchupon during his speech
at Siri Fort on die last day
of his visit on January 27,
2015.

The question again is
why did Kaushik Basu speak
about the Obama incident
now? Is it because the Dem-
ocrats are in power in the
US now? What happened
after that speech in 2015?
Regime change took place in
America. Republicans came
in. Donald Trump happened.
The Republicans and the
BJP became awfully close.
‘Howdy Modi’took place.

And, on July 19, the day
the currentround of Pegasus
papers were circulating,
the U.S. came out with a
policy memo where the US
Attorney General Merrick
Garland announced that the
‘US Won't Force Journalists
To Reveal Sources’. The
new policy came follow-
ing revelations that former
president Donald Trump's
Justice Department secretly
obtained phone records of
journalists investigating his
administration, including
from CNN, the Washington
Post and New York Times.
The current U.S. administra-
tion was seen to be distanc-
ing itself from the use of
spyware like Pegasus. _

When in January this year
a Democrat President took
charge in the White House,
once again, foreign policy
shifts were expected. Rum-
blings and covert indications
ofthe seismic shifts could be
felt even befoie.

Ashley J. Tellis, a senior
fellow at the Carnegie En-
dowment, for International
Peace, a think-tank, spe-
cializing in international
security and U.S. foreign
and defence policy with a
special focus on Asia and
the Indian subcontinent, had
said in November last year
that, ‘there is likely to be an
increase in constituencies in
America that voice concern
about Indian democracy and
India’s treatment of minori-
ties.” He had also said that
there wererising concerns in
the United States about these
issues. However, he added
that there would be a real
possibility that if Democrats
raise these issues officially
their Republican opponents
might choose to take an op-
posite stand. If that happens
the traditional bipartisan
consensus could easily erode
and lead to India becoming
a football or a partisan issue
in US politics.

He had further said that
“This promise notwithstand-
ing, uncertainties abound as
New Delhi swiftly pivots to
deal with the incoming US
administration. Modi’s con-
spicuous embrace of Trump
can be explained away by
saying his actions served In-
diawell intheirtime. Butthe
gnawing qualms surround-
ing possible shifts in US
policy cannot be dismissed
as easily’.

Many in the USA see
‘Howdy Modi’ as an un-
warranted foreign policy
misadventure and it was
considered an unnecessary
intrusion to the domestic
politics of an immensely
powerful sovereign nation.
And, when seemingly chips
are down in India for the rul-
ing party, ifwe are to believe
Sir Isaac Newton’sthird law
- opposite intrusion would
be expected, covertly, in all
probability. (IPA Service)
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Of contentious borders
ASSAM ChiefMinister, Himanta Biswa Sarma
arrived in Shillong ori Friday to iron out the
border disputes between Assam and Megha-
laya. He has a clear mandate to do so and is
expected to carry out that mandate keeping
Assam’s best interests at heart. In Meghalaya,
we have several discordant voices and quite a
few stakeholders who may not necessarily agree
with what the Government through its Chief
Minister will eventually decide. In the past few
days, the Assam and Meghalaya governments
had been flagging the issue of “give and take.”
This is a utilitarian view that would involve
a mutual ceding of territories presently under
dispute. This also involves a process ofredraw-
ing boundaries after studying maps that existed
before Meghalaya was partitioned from Assam.
The difference between the two states is that in
Meghalaya, the community are supposedly the
real owneFS of the land and the chieftains - the
Syiems and Dollois are the custodians of such
land in the Khasi-Jaintia areas which are also
the location of the disputes. Unlike in Assam,
where land belongs to the state and it has the
authority to mow down shops and other com-
mercial establishments that encroach on roads
and highways, in Meghalaya that sort of action
is unthinkable. During the chief ministership of
Prafulla Mahanta, several shops in Dispur and
adjoining areas were brought down for road
widening and for construction of flyovers.

In Meghalaya the state owns no land other
than revenue land and reserved forests. It be-
comes imperative therefore thatthe Syiems and
Dollois are involved in the process ofresolving
the border disputes and that they produce their
maps so that their claims represented by the
Government of Meghalaya are backed by con-
crete evidence. In Meghalayathe Congress party
has also asserted that it should be made part of
the border disputes resolution process. That is
only fair since at least two Congress MLAs
represent the people in quite a few disputed
areas of Ri Bhoi District. The Assam Police has
also begun staking claim to parts of Khanapara.
Pilangkata with a substantial Khasi population
has now virtually come under the administration
of Assam which asserts that Langpih in West
Khasi Hills is part of its territory.

The ‘give and take’narrative has been created
essentially to soften the contours ofthe conflict.
Is the Chief Minister of Meghalaya authorized
to cede land that does not belong to the state,
unless the people o fthose areas and their Chief-
tains/Dollois agree? This is a tough question to
answer and the dispute cannot be resolved in a
hurry. It will require several sittings before an
amicable solution is arrived at.

Letters to the Kditor

Sad time for a
proud land

Editor,

The country celebrates
its Independence Day in
two weeks butin our state of
Meghalaya - we are far from
being free. We are close to a
hundred days of lockdown
with no consideration for the
public. Livelihoods and lives
are being suppressed, per-
haps unfairly, in the name of
containment. All this, despite
vaccinations being available
for all who opt for it. Will the
government take no decisive
action? Will it have no reply
to the persistent queries on
social media and newspaper
editorials advocating for
removing restrictions? Am
I mistaken in assuming that
the government within the
Indian sovereign state is
completely answerable to
the people? All this apathy
seems to stem from the dis-
sonance that the current
legislative and bureaucratic
class have from the lives
of common citizens. They
receive full salaries to put
food on the table for their
families regardless of lock-
downs. Ifthey had a sense of
personal honour, they would
perhaps forgo a percentage
of their earnings towards
covid relief during each day
of lockdown, but that is a
pipe dream.

The powers that be delude
themselves with self-gran-
deur and disrupt the people
immensely. Ifnot the courts,
perhaps someday their own
conscience will judge them.
Today, people have reached
the point ofthreatening pub-
lic protests (To be fair, it is
not a good idea to be on the
streets protesting) but all the
administration does is term
any noticeable dissent as 'il-
legal' - without once trying
to show some empathy and
engaging in dialogue. If the

. powers that be are reading

this - please try feeling hun-
gry or helpless today - for
just one day - and maybe
you will understand what it
means to be a human being,
just like the lakhs that you
do have the power to serve!
It is a sad time - If one were
to go back in time to the
British era, they would not
see aversion of Shillong any
different from what it is to-
day - filled with hopelessness
and repression. Incredible
times for our city and state
on the brink of the 50th year
of statehood.

Adding to the lockdown
woes, we now have an ad-
ditional barrage of VVIP
worshipping restrictions
imposed on the common
citizens. Shops are abruptly
forced to close, people are
officially 'requested' to stay
at home when VVIPs come
visit, and countless man

(SIX)

The lockdown stalemate PM-kisan Scheme

& landlessness In
Meghalaya

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

The special article by
Patricia Mukhim, “How long
is too long?” (ST July 23,
2021) has pertinence and poi-
gnancy. The Covid pandemic
and ensuing lockdowns have
moved beyond statistical
data, political point"scoring
and blurry conspiracies. The
TV and print media make
much ofall this, butahuman
tragedy is unfolding before
our unseeing eyes.

Yet there are individuals
and groups with untiring
compassion, whose deeds,
sung and unsung, have
brought relief to many. For
humanitarian work, we usu-
ally think of organizations
like gurdwaras or the Sisters
of Charity, but the pandemic
has broughtto the fore others
of all ethnic, religious and
political hues, whose humane
work are an example to us all.
They are many such people
in Shillong.

As Patricia Mukhim says
so appealingly, “Life is a
value chain...whenthe chain
breaks everyone is hurt. The
pandemic has broken that
value chain”. In this value
chain, each link is a precious
human being, man, woman,
child, and the non-binary
individual. Yet in the data,
they are reduced to ciphers,
and have no place in the
empty brouhaha of armchair
dialogues. Data is not an end
in itself. It is not even the
beginning.

Amid the many distrac-
tions that the government
faces, so evident on the front
pages of the daily newspa-
pers, Covid fatigue seems
to have set in. Part of it is
complacency, part ofit is not
knowing whatto do next. The
connections between politi-
cal governance, bureaucratic
administration, health ser-
vices, expertinstitutions, and
so-called traditional bodies,
seem to be disjointed and
ineffectual.

The government, rightly
so, depends on data to make
policies and schemes, to ap-
portion funds and to deter-
mine urgent priorities of ac-
tion. There isno dearth ofdata
on Covid, it flows endlessly,
and while we may despair at
the evolving and incomplete
science, the government and
its expert advisors must parse
and disaggregate the data
daily so that directions and
mid-course corrections can
be decided. This seemingly,
is not happening.

Missing data and analysis

The table below shows the
data breakdown that should
be available and looked it.
Maybe it is available in some
backroom, but the lack of
definitive decision-making
reflects the paucity ofproper

hours of government ser-
vants (i.e. public servants)
are put to use to ensure an
incredibly smooth trip for
one single citizen - at the
expense of lakhs of people.
Even 30-50 speed break-
ers on the Shillong-Sohra
route' have been completely
removed! Most of us would
understand security mea-
sures undertaken - but a
semi-lockdown for an entire
weekend is nothing short of
W 1P worship, and not nec-
essarily for security.

We are a people with a
rich culture, a culture of
social justice - with a strong
sense of community and
support. This used to be a
land where the people val-
ued democracy and equality
even before the liberalised
western world. Even our
’chieftains' were elected and
they dutifully 'served' their
people. Yet now, it is a mat-
ter of shame to see our own
government submit itself
on behalf of the people - to
become meek, uncomplain-
ing slaves all over again. The
government is incapable of
even raising issues like the
ILP despite being passed
by the people's assembly
lawfully - because of the
potential political underpin-
nings of such amove within
state-centre power dynamics.
What is the point of MLAS
and Ministers if we have to
count on pressure groups to

IS hurting us

By Glenn C. Kharkongor

data crunching. It should not
be that the media or con-
cerned citizens should have
to ask these questions. The
government should be ahead
ofthe curve.

The Meghalaya National

Category

New cases e.g.,
513 on July 23,
2021

negative?

screening?

in the state.
Surveillance
Three days ago the ICMR
published its fourth Covid se-
ro-surveillance report which
showed that two-thirds of
Indians have Covid antibod-

Need number

What was the total tested, how many

Were these sick, or contacts or border

How many were asymptomatic?

HoyK many are sick?

What ages?

Of those sick

How many miid?

How many hospitalized?

How many vaccinated?

What ages?

Deaths

How many late stage from rural areas?

How many vaccinated?

Surveillance

Level of herd immunity?

How many Delta variant?

Health Mission and the De-
partment ofHealth & Family
Welfare websites provide the
same basic and undifferenti-
ated data, the only difference
is the colour display of the
graphics. Evidently the ex-
pertresources in the state are
inadequate orunavailed. The
Health Minister isreported as
stating that “we have called
people from Delhi to give
presentations.” (ST July 23,
2021)

The Hindu of July 23,
2021, has provided a detailed
analysis in a special fea-
ture titled, “Covid-19 Grips
Northeast”. Some telltale
snippets are revealing and
useful. Three-fourths (75%)
ofthe cases in Meghalaya are

ofthe Deltavariant. From this
we may infer thatbecause the
Delta variant is about three
times as contagious as the
original strain, the number of
daily positives will be expect-
edly much higher. Since most
ofthem will be asymptomatic
or mild, perhaps the current
numbers of daily positives
may notbe such aworry. This
is corroborated by the fact
thatas ofyesterday, only 42%
ofCovid beds were occupied

communicate on behalf of
the people? Our ancestors
would recoil in their graves
with absolute disgust if they
were to see the weak leader-
ship that now governs this
land. Money, power, status
and metaphorical fat bellies,
instead of justice, humility,
honour and service. Butwhat
else can one expectwhen the
political and bureaucratic
system is filled to the brim
with people who want to
BECOME "Very Important
People”, and not a single
one wanting - with all the
strength they may have in
them - to DO "Very Impor-
tant Things" instead.
Yours etc.,
Joe Lyngdoh,
Via email

BJP’s true
colours emerge

Editor,

ml he leadership tussle over
the post of president in the
BJP Meghalaya is gaining
ground each day. While AL
Hek is eyeing the coveted
position, his bete noire, and
current president, Ernest
Mawrie istrying hard to save
his kursi. But in this political
slugfest, precisely bordering
upon individualistic pursuit
more than societal good, BJP
Meghalaya is missing core
public-related issues which
otherwise need prompt ac-

ies, including more than half
the children. This is encour-
aging progress towards herd
immunity, but the study has
gaps. Out of the 21 states
in the survey, none of the
Northeast states are included,
apart from Assam. Megha-
laya should conduct its own
survey and compile its own
granular data. This is not a
very costly or logistically dif-
ficult exercise. The national
survey needed to include
only 30, 000 individuals in
69 districts. The number of
individuals that will need to
be tested in Meghalaya will
be far less.

The level ofantibody-pos-
itivity found in such surveys
are notthe only inputto deci-

sionmaking blit may provide
a more nuanced evaluation
ofrural-urban and age group
differences that can assist in
differential administrative
strategies between regions
and districts.
What next?

Vaccination: the High
Court of Meghalaya has
observed that the issue of
vaccine hesitation has not
been addressed effectively in
the state and has made it clear

tion from this political party.
I can state several here but
the one, which | feel needs
special mention is about a
so-called member of BJP
Meghalaya, a former media
convener of the party, who
is up in arms to tarnish the
name, image, and sanctity
ofthis political party and its
leaders. 1 am no supporter
ofthe BJP but what | feel is
that as a people-centric party,
BJP should also try and see
the issues that are afflicting
the commoners instead ofbe-
ing pre-occupied with “Kaun
banega BJP President?”
This person in question
has collected several thou-
sand rupees from nearly ten
petitioners in the name of
BJP and several of its na-
tional and regional leaders
for processing and settle-
ment of their applications
/ claims in the respective
Union Government Depart-
ments. This is with respect to
the petitioners’meeting with
the former Minister of State
for Home, Mr Kiren Rijiju
in 2015 at Shillong and peti-
tioning him with their griev-
ances and resubmission of
their petitions again in 2019
through the former National
Secretary, ST Morcha, BJP
Central - who had in March
2019 resigned from the saf-
fron party in protest against
the Citizenship Amendment
Bill, and facilitated by this
so-called BJP Meghalaya

that it will monitor this issue
closely. It does seem that the
government is trying hard by
various means to reach out
and convince the hesitant.
Unfortunately, vaccine re-
fusal in Meghalaya is higher
than in the rest ofthe country.
A large portion of the blame
rests with the people.

Dr Gangadeep Kang of
CMC Vellore, suggests a
goal for vaccination cover-
age of 70%. Till then, we
must use masks, ensure good
ventilation and limit human
contact. Stubborn refusals to
take the vaccine will not only
delay the lifting of lockdown
restrictions, but may also pro-
vide human harbours for the
emergence of new variants.
One ofthe graphics from The
Hindu shows the decreasing
fatality rate in Sikkim and
Tripura, because ofhigh vac-
cination rates.

Lift more unlock restric-
tions: The alternate days for
opening of shops has little
logic. While new cases seem
to have plateaued at about
half the peak rate, the num-
ber of severe cases requiring
hospitalization has decreased
markedly, and most deaths are
reportedly those brought in
late stages. Opening tourist
spots for limited numbers of
vaccinated visitors should be
allowed. Delhihas announced
a graded-response plan that
is linked to hospital bed oc-
cupancy.

The rising restlessness of
the economically- affected
will disrupt lockdown at-
tempts. It is better to open up
while urging vaccination and
citizen responsibility. There
is little need for restrictions
in rural areas. Dr Gagandeep
says that while athird wave is
expected, it is unlikely to be
“anything like the second”,
unless there is a new variant.

Open educational institu-
tions: Karnataka has begun
priority vaccination ofcollege
and university students to
enable the opening of higher
education institutions. Rajas-
than has announced that all
schools will be opened onAu-
gust 2. If parents and teach-
ers are vaccinated, schools
will be relatively safe for
children.

Meghalaya seems to have
reached a stage of stalemate,
adrift inuncertainty and lack-
ing in clear-cut strategy. There
is passivity in data gather-
ing and analysis, piecemeal
decision-making and scant
progress towards vaccination
goals. At this rate, the human
costs will gather momentum
quickly and a tsunami of
shadow pandemics will over-
take the Covid wave.

member - who seems to
have utilized his criminal
tendencies and earned some
fastbuck inthe process. Few
such affected petitioners told
me that they were told that
this member was asked by
the former national secretary
to collectthe money from the
petitioners. Well, ifthat is so
then can the former national
secretary please clarify why
he has asked this BJP Me-
ghalaya member to do so?
One can only wonder in awe
how a mere party-man can
use the name and fame ofhis
leaders to pursue his crimi-
nal desires with impunity.
Is BJP Meghalaya unaware
of.the malafide ways of its
rank and file? Well, ideally
I would like to see an end to
the Modi regime post-2024
mgeneral elections because of
the severe hardships that he
has inflicted upon the people
of this country, by "fair" or
"unfair" means. The “deeds”
here in BJP Meghalaya mir-
rors the bigger picture inside
this party - which needs to
be dethroned and it is head-
ing there.
Yours etc.
BC Paul
Shillong -4

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Agriculture, undoubtedly
is the most important sector
of the economy of Megha-
laya. It contributes to more
than 20% ofthe State’s GDP
and provides employment to
more than half ofthe labour
force inthe State. Therefore,
it wasn’t a surprise when
during his visit to Songsak
in East Garo Hills, Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma,
declaredthat his government
prioritizes the farming com-
munity. Of course, he is not
the first and won't be the last
to make such a statement.
Words are judged by the ac-
tions that precede them. In
this matter, there seems to
be some gap.

A couple of months ago
it was reported that less
than 9000 farmers, which
constitutes around 1% or
less of the State’s farming
population, benefitted from
the PM-KISAN scheme.
This particular scheme of
the Central Governmentwas
very important considering
the severity of the Covid-
19 second wave that hit the
country earlier this year.
Unlike the first wave, this
time around, the virus was
able to penetrate the rural
hinterland. Now more than
ever is the time to support
the fanning community. The
meager number of farmers
from Meghalaya who were
able to avail the benefits
pointstothe factthat this did
not happen.

Tobe fair, the entire blame
cannot be laid at the doorstep
of the current government.
The low number of benefi-
ciaries is the outcome ofthe
systemic changes that have
been at work since the colo-
nial period. These changes
are characterised by the
ongoing process ofprivatisa-
tion ofthe commons, i.e., ‘Ri
Raid’or ‘A’king’land, which
has created the phenomenon
of landlessness in the State
where more than 70% ofthe
population ofMeghalaya are
landless. The link between
landlessness and the low
number of beneficiaries is
brought Outby the eligibility
criteriafixed for availing the
PM-KISAN scheme. In the
Frequently Asked Questions
section of the PM-KISAN
website, question number
6 is regarding the eligibility
of the beneficiaries: Who is
eligible to get benefits under
the PM-KISAN scheme?
The answer was “all land-
holding families, that have
cultivable land holding in
their names, are eligible to
get the benefit under the
Scheme”. Onthe otherhand,
the Socio-Economic and
Caste Census of 2011 had
already brought to light the
fact that almost 60% of the
rural households do not own
any land. The criterion, thus,
was a sly move to remove
the need to support this
substantial section of the
rural population reducing
the financial expenditure of
the Government. This tactic
worked only too well in the
case of Meghalaya with not
even 2% of the fanners get-
ting the benefit in 2021. The
blame was laid on the in-
ability ofthe beneficiaries in
providing ‘correct and veri-
fied data’. That, of course, is
an excuse and reveals more
the ineptitude of the admin-
istration in checking the
veracity of the documents
rather than the people who
provided the information.
But even if correct data is
provided, the number of
farmers who would have
potentially got the benefit
is very small. This can be
verified by looking at last
year’s figure of those who
got the benefit under the
PM-KISAN scheme.

The story published in the
Financial Express by Rajeev
Kumar on February 20,2020
revealed thatin 2020,78,331
farmers from Meghalaya
applied for the scheme. The
number of farmers who got
the benefit was 70,236. It is
difficult to imagine that the
more than 70,000 farmers
who were able to correctly
submit their documents and
get the benefitlast year have
somehow been left out this
time around. The number
of beneficiaries should have
gone up, not down. This is
nothing but an excuse by the
Government to cover up its
own ineptitude. At the same
time, even if the same num-
ber ofbeneficiaries from last

year were to get the benefits,
that number is just around
10% of the farmers in the
State. Majority of the farm-
ers will still miss out. Being
landless they are not eligible
for the Scheme.

Something which has to
be considered in the case of
North East India in general
and Meghalaya in particular-
is the land tenure system. In
many cases, individual rights
to land are subsumed under
community rights. Not hav-
ing land does not mean not
having access to land. The
community allocates land
to the residents for farm-
ing. Therefore it stands to
reason that landlessness in
the way it is perceived in
the mainstream society does
not exist. Landlessness does
not existbecause the concept
of private property does
not exist. This might be a
compelling argument if pri-
vate land holdings are non-
existent or limited within the
local community. Data and
personal experience proves
otherwise. -

The Socio-Economic and
Caste Census of 2011 has
also reported that more than
34% of the rural household
population in Meghalaya
derives the major part of
their income from manual
casual labour. This popular
tion for sure is landless. Such
a conclusion is supported by
experience. On December,
2021, NESFAS organised a
workshop on Soil and Seeds
in the village of Umsawwar
(located in the Mawkynrew
Block of East Khasi Hills).
Fanners from different parts
of the State participated in
the program. In the work-
shop, discussions were held
with the farmers regarding
the ways to improve soil
fertility. Prevention of soil
erosion through terrace con-
structions was discussed as
a possible solution. Some
of the fanners cited their
inability to implement the
solution because they were
farming on rented lands.
Since they did not own the
land, they cannot make any
permanent improvements on
it whose benefit they may
only enjoy in the long term.
For those who live a hand-
to-mouth existence, short
term gains which means the
daily struggle of not going
hungry takes precedence. In
the Mawkynrew area itself,
entire villages do not have
any agricultural land oftheir
own. They instead lease it
from the neighbouring vil-
lages. In a stpry published
in the Times of India on
the 13th July 2015, Subodh
Ghidiyal had emphatically
stated that landlessness as
revealed by the Socio-Eco-
nomic and Caste Census
of 2011 is the key to rural
deprivation in the country.
The same holds true for
Meghalaya as well.

If the Conrad Sangma

government is really seri-
ous about its commitment
to the farmers it needs to
take the issue of landless-
jiess seriously. Till date this
does not seem to be the case.
In the same program where
the Chief Minister made
the statement, he informed
the audience that the State
Government is looking to set
up more PRIME hub centres
(akinto the Songsak PRIME
hub) across the State. These
centres, according to the
PRIME Meghalaya website,
are centres for innovation,
knowledge sharing, incuba-
tion and skill development.
In short, the answer to rural
distress is entrepreneur-
ship. While the solution has
merit, without reforming the.
background on which any
such solution will function,
i.e., the existing land tenure
pattern characterised by high
degree of landlessness, the
chances of its success stand
truncated- Political concerns
in Meghalaya have mostly
been about identity which in
its most basic form is linked
to land. However, concerns
ofland per se have remained
subsidiary. If landlessness is
not tackled it will become
the most conflict-ridden is-
sue in the future, if it is not
already so.
About the writer: Bhog-
toram Mawroh is a Senior
Associate, Research and
Knowledge Management at
NESFASand can be reached
atbhogtoram.nesfas@gmail.
com
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Life, lens & India’s firs
female photo journalis

By Siddhi Jain

omai Vyarawalla (1913-
2012) commonly known
by her pseudonym ’Dalda

H

13" and India's first woman press

photographer among 120 trail-
blazing photographers from over
20 countries to be featured at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York. .

The ongoing exhibition titled
"The New Woman Behind the
Camera™ runs till October 2021.
Vyarawalla began work in the
late 1930s and retired in the early
1970s.

In 2011, she was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan, the second
highest civilian award of the Re-
public of India.

Sgme of her photographs on
display include one of the Vic-
toria Terminus, Mumbai; ashes
of the Mahatma Gandhi being
carried and Students at the Sir JJ
School of Arts.

There is also a photograph of
Homai Vyarawalla photograph-
ing Ganesh Chaturthi at Chow-
patty Beach, Mumbai. In 2010,
the Alkazi Collection of Pho-
tography acquired the poignant
photographic archives of Homai
Vyarawalla.

‘The New Woman Behind the
Cameral features 185 photo-
graphs, photo books, and il-
lustrated magazines by diverse
photographers and highlights the
work of the diverse "new" women
who made significant advances
in modern photography from the
1920s to the 1950s.

According to The Met, during
this tumultuous period shaped by
two world wars, women stood at
the forefront of experimentation
with the camera and produced
invaluable visual testimony that
reflects both their personal ex-
periences and the extraordinary
social and political transforma-
tions of the era.

The exhibit examines women's
pioneering work in a number of
genres, from avant-garde experi-
mentation and commercial studio
practice to social documentary,
photojournalism, ethnography,
and sports, dance, and fashion
photography.

It highlights the work of pho-
tographers such as llse Bing,
Lola elvarez Bravo, Claude Ca-
hun, Florestine Perrault Collins,
Elizaveta Ignatovich, Dorothea
Lange, Lee Miller, Niu Weiyu,
Tsuneko Sasamoto, Gerda Taro,

Noone like
Uttem Kumar

his is the story of a clerk
who became an actor; an
actor who became a star; a

of cinema was long overdue. "Ut-
tam Kumar - A Life in Cinema"
(Bloomsbury) by Sayandeb Chow-

star who became an icon anddiury is the .story of his cinema,

icon who became a legend almost
a demigod and of whom even Sa-
tyajit Ray said: "There is none like
Uttam and there will be no one to
ever replace him. He was and he
is unparalleled in Bengali, even
Indian cinema."”

Uttam Kumar (1926-1980) is
a titanic figure in Bengali public
life. He was a leading actor, a
matinee attraction, an extraordi-
nary performer, a textbook star and
an industry behemoth, dominating
Bengali cinema's commercial and
cultural assets for close to three
decades.

He won six BFJA awards; the
first national award for best actor
in 1967; was the only living per-
son whose life was fictionalized
by Satyajit Ray; and whose, work
has been repeatedly remade into
Hindi with at least nine actors re-
playing roles originally played by
him alone.

Uttam's screen persona has also
managed to attain a distinguished
afterlife; having included, over the
years of television, a new genera-
tion of viewers.

A definitive cultural and critical
biography of this towering figure

the time of that cinema, and the
afterlife of that time. With Uttam
Kumar as the chief protagonist,
this book tells the story of Bengali
cinema between 1950s and 1970s,
with a comprehensive post-mortem
of his legacy.

To do So and to stay close to the
richness of its subject, the book
abandons an exclusive academic
template and includes anecdotal
prattle, industry chatter, urban leg-
ends, incipient filmy folklore etc.,
because those are important Chan-
nels of appreciation, appraisal, and
comprehension of a star figure.

The primary conceptual aim for
the book is to be able to encompass
the importance of the figure - to
try to locate a celluloid life within
a larger historical, political and
cultural context. A complimentary
metier of the book is to explore
why and how a star-persona could
reconstitute the bhadrolok Bengali
visual cultural world in the post-
Partition period.

Born in the late 1970s Chowd-
hury is the right-mix audience who
grew up in an era still very much
enamoured by the touring presence
of Uttam Kumar, as he continued

and Homai Vyarawalla, among
many others.

For many of the daring women
of the 1920s — a symbol of a
woman with bobbed hair, styl-
ish dress, and a confident stride
broke down conventional ideas of
gender — the camera was a means
to assert their self-determination
and artistic expression.

For many women, commercial
studios were an important entry
point into the field of photogra-
phy, allowing them to forge pro-
fessional careers and earn their

to rule the Sunday cinema space
on Doordarshan for the Bengali
audience. Sayandeb Chowdhury
teaches in the School of Letters at
Ambedkar University Delhi and is
a doctoral fellow in the Department
of Film Studies, Jadavpur Univer-
sity, Kolkata.

His research and teaching in-
terests are in colonial and postco-
lonial visual modernisms, cinema
and photography studies, adapta-
tion studies and city studies.

His essays have been published
in Film International, Journal of
South Asian History and Culture,
South Asia Review, European Jour-
nal of English Studies, Economic
and Political Weekly (EPW), and
scholarly collections like "Ritu-
parno Ghosh: Cinema, Gender
and Art" (2016), "Sea Narratives:

Hi

own income.

The availability of smaller,
lightweight cameras spurred a
number of women photographers
to explore the city and the diver-
sity of urban experience outside
the studio.

During this period, many wom-
en travelled extensively for the
first time and took photographs
documenting their experiences
abroad.

The unprecedented demand for
fashion and advertising pictures
between the world wars provided

Cultural Responses to the Sea
1600-Present™ (2016), "L'entree
en ville: Amenager, Experimenter,
Representer” (2017), "Mistrust:
Developmental, Cultural, and
Clinical Realms" (2017), "On the
Politics of Ogliness" (2018) and
"ldeas of the City in Asian Set-
tings" (2019,).

He was a UKNA Fellow at the
International Institute of Asian
Studies, Leiden, in 2015 and a
Charles Wallace Fellow in 2016.
He has written on art, books,
politics and cinema for Huffington
Post, The Monthly Review, Art
India, Caravan Magazine, Cafe
Dissensus, Outlook, Biblio, In-
dian Express, Critical Collective,
TheWire, Scroll, Business Stan-
dard, The Hindu, Anandabazaar
Patrika and others. (IANS)

new employment opportunities
for many female photographers.

Finally, the rise of the picture
press also established photojour-
nalism and social documentary
photography as dominant forms
of visual expression.

Galvanized by the effects of a
global economic crisis and grow-
ing political unrest, many women
photographers created powerful
images that exposed injustice and
swayed public opinion.

As per Max Hollein, Marina
Kellen French Director of The

Met, "The international scope
of this project is unprecedented.
Though the New Woman is often
regarded as a Western phenom-
enon, this exhibition proves oth-
erwise by bringing together rarely
seen photographs from around the
world and presenting a nuanced,
global history of photography.
The women featured are respon”
sible for shifting the direction of
modern photography, and it is ex-
hilarating to witness the accom-
plishments of these extraordinary
practitioners.” (IANSlife)

Bee pollen: The
wonder food

ecent years have seen an
influx of health and fitness
trends, especially pertaining

packed flower pollen granules, mak-
ing it one of the richest sources of
vitamins and other nutrients. It also

to diets, making their way intomauks as an anti-inflammatory agent

social media news feeds and our dai-
ly lives. More often than not, these
trends simply include superfoods
that have existed for several years
or even decades. These superfoods
come with a myriad of benefits and
in several cases, are merely being
incorporated in innovative recipes.
Amid these, there is one that has
existed for several decades with its
benefits being widely recognised
across the world — bee pollen.

W hat is bee pollen?

A mixture of flower, pollen, nec-
tar, enzymes, honey wax, and bee
secretion, bee pollen is collected by
honeybees from plants and trans-
ported to their beehives. Most of
us would have come across these
yellowish pellets stored in jars at
local shops dealing in organic/health
food or sprinkled on top of smoothie
or acai bowls in social media as a
finishing touch and garnish, or even
included as a salad ingredient.

Rise to fame

Now, although bee pollen has
been considered a nutrient-dense su-
perfood in several cultures, includ-
ing Chinese medicine, it has gained
immense traction in the health
community over the past few years.
Realizing that it is packed with nu-
trients, amino acids, vitamins, lipids,
and over 250 other active substances,
bee pollen is now increasingly be-
ing included by several consum-
ers in their regular diet. While the
nutritional level and contents of the
pollen vary depending on the plant
source and season during which it
was collected, bee pollen on average
contains approximately 40 per cent
carbohydrates, 35 per cent protein,
4-10 per cent water, and 5 per cent
fat. Here are some of the key health
benefits that can be derived from
bee pollen.

The abundant benefits
Although it is significantly differ-
ent from bee venom and honey, bee
pollen is also a form of apitherapy. In
fact, a single teaspoon of bee pollen
can contain over 2.5 billion nutrient-

and has high antioxidant properties,
similar to fermented foods, and
counters the oxidants stemming from
external factors such as air pollution
that can damage our internal organs.
Helping to keep our livers healthy,
bee pollen even facilitates the heal-
ing process if a person has gone
through liver damage.

Yet another crucial benefit that
bee pollen offers is strengthening .
our immune system. With its anti-
microbial, antifungal, and antiviral
properties, bee pollen helps the body
fight bacteria and viruses and bol-
sters immunity —something that is
currently much-needed. Containing
bioflavonoids and Vitamin-C, bee
pollen not only promotes muscle
growth but also assists in speeding
up metabolism and helps in longev-
ity. These small ball-shaped yellow
pellets also come in handy when it
comes to easing menopause symp-
toms in middle-aged women such as
hot flashes and helps reduce irritabil-
ity and joint aches while facilitat-
ing better sleep, mood, and energy
levels. Containing anti-estrogen
properties, this superfood even low-
ers the risk of breast and prostate
cancer. Besides, it also improves
blood flow to our nervous system,
thereby reducing stress levels while
also alleviating tiredness.

A word of caution

While bee pollen certainly con-
tains abundant health benefits,
it's best to consume it in limited
quantities. Furthermore, bee pollen
may not be advisable to those with
pollen allergies or women who are
pregnant or breastfeeding. It would
also be best for those on long-term
medications to consult their physi-
cians before including bee pollen
in their diet as it can interfere with
certain medications.

Despite not being a miracle cure,
bee pollen, if consumed in moderate
quantities, can help improve your
health in the long run. For your daily
dose of nutrients and a boost in fla-
vour, add itto your yoghurt, oatmeal,
or cereal, drizzle some honey on top,
and dig in! (IANS)
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ndians are looking at travel in newer ways and

exploring flexible, nearby travel and travel to

work remotely, according to new YouGov research

conducted in May 2021.

The survey showed that 43 per cent of Indians
would like to travel this year when able to (66 per
cent to destinations that are a drive away) and are
excited about visiting new places with loved ones,
relaxing in nature, enjoying offbeat destinations and
sharing their experiences and recommendations with
others. A third would like to spend time travelling
and working in different locations.

Here are top trends from the latest survey:

Looking forward to travelling

* While the timeline for travel recovery depends
on a number of external factors such as vaccination
coverage, Indians continue to be eager to get back
to travelling and connecting with new people and
places

* The survey showed that 43 per cent would expect
or plan to travel in the year and 66 per cent would
consider trips that are within driving distance

* More than a third of respondents (36 per cent )
would like to travel and explore new places with loved
ones. About eight in ten (78 per cent ) said they would
like to be closer to their family in order to receive or
provide support

Flexible living and working
* A third of Indian travellers (33 per cent) would
like to spend time travelling and working ‘anywhere'

in different locations, in a post-pandemic world.

* About two-thirds (62 per cent ) of respondents
say they would opt for off-peak times of the year to
travel.

Hosted travel catering to desire for flexibility

and unique experiences

* Seven in ten (69 per cent) respondents are in-
terested in unique accommodations when they travel
next (formats such as heritage homes, havelis, farm
stays and villas), and a third (35 per cent) say that
they are very likely to stay in unique accommodations
when they travel next

* GenZ (70 per cent) and Millennials (73 per cent),
who comprise a large pool of current and future trav-
ellers, are leading this trend.

* We expect a travel rebound unlike anything we
have seen before, and we've made it easy for anyone
who wants to host and take advantage of the coming
travel surge. Half of new listings globally that were
both activated and booked in early 2021 got a res-
ervation request within four days, and for the year
ending April 30, 2021, the average annual earnings
per Homes Host who has welcomed at least one guest
on Airbnb was about US$9,600.

Nature travel continues to inspire
* Nature travel continues to be preferred by four
in ten (40 per cent) respondents.
* Hill stations seem to be a popular choice, with
44 per cent of Indian residents wanting to visit des-
tinations such as Manali, Mussoorie, Nainital, Ooty,

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Moon square Uranus on your solar return chart and it will give mixed results for
the whole year. Your expenses will be high. You will be having excess of
expenditure on vehicles. It could prove to be difficult days. Do not give loan to
anybody otherwise. You will have a tough time in recovering them. You should not
have much expectations from others. Otheiwise you will only get disappointment.
However, your family members will support you. You will work on improving
relationship with your 'amily members. And will be able to get your work done. You
will also pay attention towaids your family and domestic responsibilities. You will
work for your progress. You will also avail some government facilities. Gradually
you will be relieved of stress. You will develop interest in meditation, yoga and
prayers.
Aries: (March 21 April 20)
You will get victory in legal matters. You will even perform
professionally well. You will have upper edge in official matters.
You could fee given an important position. You will also complete
all held up tasks. You will be flush with funds and will have no
financial problems. You will also enjoy robust health. There is
also yog for getting married to a person of your own choice. You
could get a promotion too all of a sudden. Senior officials will be
supportive. You wili also start a new work/business. You will also
share good bonding with your mate and family members. Days
will bring joy and wealth. You will also get success in every work.
People associated with technical jobs will reap more benefits.
Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

It is a major gainsay week for you. Your worries will come to an

end. Your confidence will be high. You will also make contact

with new people. New job/business offers will come. With the

( help of your friends your messed up tasks will improve. You will

have financial gains. Your romantic life is going to be wonderful.
A chance encounter can lead to a rollicking affair. Those who
are in a relationship for a long time will plan to get married. You
can also go on a fun trip with family. You will be having lot of
unforgettable moments with your friends and loved ones. You
could get attracted to politics and social matters. You will also
achieve success in your business. You will also see positive
changes in yourself.
Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

Your prestige and importance are going to increase with your

work. You will make immense progress in your job/business.

>
.

A r Your work conditions will be better..and you will spend days
enjoying yourself. You need to be careful in financial matters.
You also need to limit your expenses. You will be having no
ABulrv major health issues yet you need to take care, of your health. At

your workplace you need to keep your important documents
safely so that your enemies could not harm you in any way. You
will succeed in government related matters.. It is also time to have
fun and joy with family members. You could plan to go on a picnic
or fun filled trip.
Cancer. (June 22 - July 22)
The start of the week is going to be pleasant. You will be happy
and cheerful. Some unforgettable moments will be spent in the
company of your love mate/partner. There will be a family get
together too. Old memories will be refreshed and you will be-
come nostalgic. These are also good days in terms of money.
You will also hear a pleasant or happy news from somewhere.
You will get good job/business offers. Due to your strong will
power you will start moving towards the path of success. Money
and wealth will keep coming. Your enemies and opponents will
not succeed in harming your interests.
Leo: (July 23- August 23)
These are enllghtened days. You will see life agaln wnh a lot of
hope and interests. Your financial position is going to get better.
You will also make progress in your work. You will have the
CT  desire to do something new for yourself for which you will leam
a lot of things. Your bosses will support you. The time will be
favorable. You will have a wonderful romantic life. Your partner
will support you a lot. The star of your destiny will become strong
and help you in moving forward in your life. Business partner-
ships will be extremely favorable during this time. You will work
with full of energy on receiving a desired task. You will start doing
a good deed.
Virgo: (August 24- September 22)
It is going to be a wonderful week. You will be happy and ina
pleasant mood. You will be relaxed a lot. These are days to
acquire lot of money. You will also be busy in your official matters.
You will show your potential to eveiyone through your work. It is
also a time to get recognized. You will share fun moments with
your mate. Lovebirds will be having a wonderful bonding You
will also fulfill your new plannings and hobbies. You w, give
importance to everything. It is going to be an important time from
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the point of view of worldly and spiritual perspective. You will
move forward with focused target. Husband and wives will have
good understanding. The chances of your victory in disputed
matters appear bright. New projects wili take shape.
Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)
It is going to be prestige enhancing week. The graph of your self
respect, dignity and popularity will go upward. You will also get
lot of opportunities to rise in your business/work. You will reach
fl the peak of your potential. Even your financial position will get
com better. You will spend quality time with your mate. You will also
fulfill all of your potentials and capabilities. You will also win trust
! of your closed ones. People will also appreciate your gentle and
sober nature. In the latter part of the week, you will take a short
business trip which will turn out to be beneficial. Some pleasant
news will lift your spirit. It is likely that you can come in contact with
a seer or spiritual guru and receive the blessings.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
The favorable placement of planets will stabilize your monetary
profits. You will feel a lot more secure now than even before. You
will also attend a party or function. And will be the center of
attraction. You will attract people with your gentle nature. But you
will have to put in lot of efforts to shine in your work. Your
opponents will remain active but unable to harm you. You will
remain busy in your work but will take out some time for your
family. You will be worried about the career of your children. You
will also like to spend some time in seclusion and like to meditate
and reading informative and adventurous books. Even Yoga,
. prayers, worship and religious acts will attract you.
Sagittarius:) November 23 - December 23)
Itis now the appropriate time to decide about your future plans.
A change in job looks certain. You may also undertake expan-
sion of business. Your bosses will be satisfied with your perfor-
mance. This will make you happy. You will be interested in
focusing towards attention in studies, writing and exams. There
can be some situations in your job where you will have to take
v quick decisions. You will also have the support of good friends.
Your bonding with your partner/spouse will get better and both
of you will be able to understand each other much better. You will
also make new friends. Your haid work and efforts will be behind
your sudden success.
Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)
You will be busy in your work and will fulfill your targets. Money
and wealth will keep coming. You will also look for nfw job or
business. A chance encounter with an unknown person can
lead to romantic ties. You will give full time to your family. Enemies
A and opponents will be active but will be unable to harm your
interests. Relations with relatives will be cordial and sweet. Your
romantic life is going to be wonderful. Lovemates will have a
1J wonderful time and undeistand each other's feeling better. You
will also clinch a major financial deal. But read all documents well
before signing them. You will develop iQterests in yoga, medita-
tion and prayers. You will remain active in diversified work area.
Your income will increase. Bosses and seniors will be satisfied
with your work. '
Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)
You will be able to finish all the tasks that have been pending for
a long time. You will make good progress in your job/business.
Opportunities will bring peace and happiness in your life. You
% will also be able to achieve the targets you have set at your work.
People will praise your intelligence, creativity, potentials. You
> will also meet an important personality. The opportunities for
™ good news and monetary gains are high. You will work with lot
of dedication, You will make new contracts. Your responsibilities
will also increase at your workplace. The communication among
colleagues is going to be very good. Both will understand the
feelings of each other.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You will get opportunities to move ahead in your career and
everyone will agree on your potential. Don't trust everyone in
financial matters otherwise they can betray you. Your love life will
be filled with colors. You can get involved with a veiy charming
and intelligent person. You will take decision after a lot of
thinking. Your time will be spent reading an informational or
adventurous book. Your mind will be happy after meeting an old
friend after a long time. You will think about new plans. You wil
take care of even the small needs and desire of your children
and family. There will be smoothness and easiness in the rela-
tionship between you and your partner. There is possibility of
buying new things. There will be improvement in the health of
your parents. Your journey will be favorable.

Munnar, Coorg, and Kashmir.

*The beaches of Goa, Kerala, and Pondicherry are
also sought-after destinations for Indian travellers
(38 per cent).

(SEVEN)

half (47 per cent) saying they will share stories with
loved ones.

Commenting on these trends, Amanpreet Bajaj,
General Manager — Airbnb India, Southeast Asia,

* " In addition, Gen Z (25 per cent ) and MillennialHong Kong and Taiwan, Said, "As many of us think

(23 per cent ) hope to explore offbeat travel to new
destinations such as visiting a wildlife reserve, when
they travel next, compared with Baby Boomers

Capturing travel experiences
and sharing them with loved ones
*Thinking about ways they can remember their
trip, six in ten (59 per cent) Indian residents hpping
to embark on a holiday say they will take pictures

of travelling again, stepping out of the door will be
about spending quality time with loved ones arid creat-
ing new memories in unique destinations nearby or in
nature. It will also be about exploring more flexible
ways to live and work in a new world. Reflecting these
preferences in India and around the world, Airbnb re-
cently launched more than 100 upgrades that include
new ways for customers to discover unique nearby
destinations and easier ways to sign up to*be a host

as a way of remembering their trip, with close to

on Airbnb." (IANSlife)

Understanding Online
Tutoring as Career

By Ranjan K Baruah

e have seen the impact
of the recent pandemic
and young people have

become more confused. Many have
lost their jobs and there are no
new openings except a few limited
opportunities. Many entry level
professionals ask me what they can
do as they had just started work but
due to lock down and pandemic
things have stopped for them. The
confusion is more with aspirants
who got good marks in

their university exams and
aspiring to be teacher or
professor in near future.

In today’s edition, let us
explore something for

those who are educated

and qualified and eager to

do something digitally for

their livelihoods. We are

going to discuss online tu-

toring as one of the career
options.

Initially it is important
for us to understand online
tutoring. It is the process
of tutoring in an online,
virtual, or networked, en-
vironment, in which teach-
ers or tutors and learners
participate from separate
geographical locations. It
is practiced using many
different approaches for distinct
sets of users. The distinctions are
in content and user interface, as
well as in tutoring styles and tutor-
training methodologies. We have
seen the growth of many online tu-
toring platforms due to lock down
recently as schools and colleges
are closed and students are staying
inside homes.

An institution or individual may
offer online tutoring through an in-
ternal or external tutoring website
or through a Learning Management
Systems. Online environments
applied in education could also
involve the use of a virtual learn-
ing environment platform such as
Google Meet, Zoom, Microsoft
Teams, etc. Some of these are paid
systems but some are free and open
source. Online tutoring may be of-

fered either via a link in an LMS,
or directly through the tutoring
service's platform, where the sub-
scriber may be required to pay for
tutoring time before the delivery
of service. Tutoring may take the
form of a group of learners simul-
taneously logged in online, then
receiving instruction from a single
tutor, also known as many-to-one
tutoring and live online tutoring. It
may be one to one or like custom-
ized tutoring.

Another form of tutoring, called

peer tutoring connects peers, such
as recent or fellow students within
a course or subject, tutoring each
other, and this may also be con-
ducted as online tutoring over an
online conferencing interface. m

There are many challenges as
well as opportunities to be a suc-
cessful online tutor. We must be
aware that from the very beginning
of online tutoring, controversy sur-
rounded several concerns voiced
by educators and parents. It means
anyone who wants to be successful
and sustain as an online tutor must
have a good strategy to be success-
ful. Now the question is can some-
one with good academic records or
someone who used to teach become
a successful online tutor. Aspirants
must know that apart from knowl-
edge of the subjects they must be

technologically advanced because
unlike traditional face-to-face
tutoring, online tutoring requires
a Usable user interface.and techni-
cal support to maintain both the
hardware and the software, sides of
the operation.

There are few doubts or ques-
tions when it comes to online tutor-
ing which includes how one does
know about the tutor and his or her
qualifications.

There are startups and compa-
nies dealing with online tutoring

and they publish details about their
tutors for branding and getting
more students but the challenge
would be when someone wants to
start it individually as they do not
have many resources to brand and
publicize about their credentials.
We must understand well about
online teaching and online tutor as
online presentations may be made,
by anyone.

We shall write more about how
to become successful as an online
tutor and how one can plan to be
successful in this job. There is
scope at present and it shall in-
crease in near future but we must
have a strategy to be successful.

(The author is a careen men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@ gmail. com)


mailto:jan@gmail.com

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, MONDAY, JULY 26, 2021

“You have brains inyour head. You have
feet inyour shoes. You can steeryourself
any directionyou choose. ”’

— Dr. Seuss
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Liberalization, Leadership

THIRTY years past the historic Economic Lib-
eralization, this is time for India to look back.
The bold initiative from Narasimha Rao, the
then Prime Minister and Manmohan Singh as
finance minister brought about massive changes
to the way India functioned under the Socialist
system for half a century. The 1990s were the
days of Globalization too, and India welcomed
both these concepts. The nation courted Capital-
ism and gave arefreshing new life to the national
economy. Its impact reached all, by way of a
trickle-down effect but it also made the rich
richer and the poor, poorer. Manmohan "Singh,
who went on to become Prime Minister, was
among the first now to come up with an over-
view of the impact that the two major policy
shifts have had on the nation. “Nearly 30 crore
Indians have been lifted out of poverty in this
period and hundreds of millions of new jobs
have been provided,” he said. The reality is also
that the liberalization process was lefthalfdone.
Bureaucracy continues to have a stranglehold

over the systems.

When Liberalization came in, a promise
was that it spelt the end of the “licence-permit
raj” and that there will be minimum controls
on economic activities. In reality, things have
not changed and those who want to start a unit
will have a rough ride and have to grease many
palms. While the central government came up
with a subsidized food scheme for the poor
during the UPA-II, what is happening is also
that the nation is encouraging laziness. A day’s
work fetches a labourer money enough to get
cheap ration for a week’s family upkeep. China
introduced Liberalization a decade or more
before India. China grew by leaps and bounds.
Here, growth was steadily on the decline before
Ca”uLarrived Predictably, it took a nosedive
thereafter. “The road afiead is more daunting
than during the 1991 economic crisis,” Singh
says. That was the time when, with its coffers
empty, India was compelled to ship its gold
reserves to fetch a huge IMF loan to run day-
to-day governmental business. Singh lifted the
economy from such a mess and he deserves all
our praise. There are also the optimists in these
days of despondency. Business magnate Mukesh
Ambani feels India is on the right developmental
track, and when it reaches age 100, by 2047, it
can aspire to have an economy the size of the
US and China. Yes, a post-script to this is that
leadership matters the most.

I-i*lturs to the Kriitor

On arrogance
and servility

Editor,

The photograph published
on the front page of your
newspaper on July 23, 2021
showing an ambulance with
a patient which was forced
to wait at the Shillong Civil
Hospital Premises as police
conducted a drill ahead of
the visit ofthe Union Home
Minister has proved yet
again that a photograph can
speak a thousand words. It
mirrors the depths of inhu-
manity we have sunk into.
Common people are told in
no uncertain terms that their
lives count for nothing. The
arrogance of power on open
display ismind boggling and
sickening. The photograph
also implies that arrogance
has a flipside — servility. It
means that the arrogant are
also willing to worship those
who are higher up in the
power hierarchy. Indeed, the
Ri Tipbriew Tipblei has trav-
elled a long way down the
bottom in a few decades.

Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong-2

BJP’s hold on
Meghalaya

Editor,

It was all too visible that
the BJP Government in Del-
hi holds complete sway over
Meghalaya. In 2023, we can
expect more BJP MLAs to
be elected since the NPP is

justa camouflage forthe BJP
and serves as its footstool.
The security drill for Union
Home Minister has been
sent by Delhi and the State
Government has to merely
obey every diktat from the
Centre, including keeping
citizens locked in by closing
down every shop; every mar-
ket, everyroad. This isreally
unprecedented and dictato-
rial. Recently this newspaper
carried a report that some
MLAs in the preseht house
want to join the BJP. | will
not be surprised if those are
Congress MLAs. They have
nothing to look forward to
since the Congress leadership
lives in a bubble-and refuses
to recognise its organisa-
tional problems. They can’t
seem to find another leader
more politically savvy and
capable than Rahul Gandhi.
2023 will be here soon and
Congress MLASs cannot wait
forever for their party to be
resurrected. Congress lead-
ers like Mukul Sangma will
never join the NPP. Floating
another party is a iong and
uncertainjourney. It is almost
sure that the BJP is returning
in 2024 because there is no
viable opposition to counter
it. The regional parties, if |
may speak my mind, have
already lost their credibility
by piggy-back riding on the
NPP, an associate ofthe BJP.
They have no face now to say
that they are not with the BJP,
after they have worked so
closely with BJP colleagues
in the government. More-
over, the BJP has gained
acceptability even among

MLASs and disbursal
of MLA Scheme

Signs of the times
One realises that elections
are around the comer when
the media is replete with news
related to MLAs and their
schemes. During this season
Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAS) take the
limelight and start appearing
inthe news on aregular basis.
Newspapers and media out-
lets overflow with reports of
MLAs donating ambulances,
chairs, utensils, trucks and
what have you to the com-
munities. Some MLAs also
distribute grants to the dorbar
Shnong. Even faith-based
organisations receive grants
to support their respective
community projects like
schools, orphanages etc. The
MLA scheme has no doubt
benefited many communities
and faith groups, but is also
not free from criticism. It is
also time to take stock and
examine the use or rather the
misuse of the MLA scheme.
Itis also time to question how
MLAs selectthe beneficiaries
or organisations which will
receive the support from the
Scheme.
MLA mere disbursers
of MLA scheme
Of all the responsibilities
that the MLA is entrusted
with distributing the MLA
scheme is one thing that they
take seriously. In fact the
MLA scheme is the one im-
portant fund that MLAs, who
are not part of the cabinet, or
those who are in the opposi-
tion have at their disposal. It
is one scheme that enables
them to help their constitu-
ents, or so the MLAs with
a dearth of ideas believe. If
the MLA’sjob is only to dis-
tribute grants and decide how
the MLA scheme is being
spentthen any Tom, Dick and
Harry can be an MLA.
Surely it isnot so difficult
to decide and select benefi-
ciaries for this scheme or any
scheme for that matter. After
all, the Government now
supports and even benefits
such as this are being decided
along party lines. Beneficia-
ries are selected based on
their allegiance or whether
or not they supported or will
support the MLA during the
election. In most cases the
criteria on which the ben-
eficiary is selected is not on
meritbutrather onwhich side
ofthe divide the person is.
MLA Scheme is
Taxpayers money
The other pertinent issue
isthe manner inwhich MLAs

tribals too. The regional par-
ties antheir own will never
come to power. They don’t
see eye to eye on anything -
much less on leadership. It is
Meghalaya’s fate that it will
always be ruled by a national
party so it’s better to accept
that and move on and not
pretend that the BJP is a “No
No” here in this state.
Senior Congress leaders
like Mukul Sangma, Vin-
cent Pala, Charles Pyngrope
would be pursuing a nebu-
lous political future if they
stick on to the Congress - a
party that refuses to learn
any lessons. Many believe
that the Pegasus snhooping
spywafe case will bring the
BJP down. But that’s not go-
ing to happen. The BJP has
enough fire-fighting abilities
and will come outunscathed.
Mark my words!
Yours etc.,
M Syngkli,
Shillong- 14

Shrinking
economy, no
VISION

Editor,

Inthe write up, “How long
is too long?” (ST July 23,
2021), the writer has raised
many pertinent questions and
| fully agree with her that “the
paucity of research and data
in Meghalaya is troubling.”
This is a fact because the
cluster numbers are made
available to the public which
I see in Shillong Times every-
day but there is no analysis to

By HH Mohrmen

treat the MLA scheme. They
consider it as their private
funds or as if the money for
the Scheme is something that
they shell out of their own
pockets. MLAs and MDCs
of all hues and colours have
the penchant to have their
names inscribed on the items
purchased from the Scheme.
They ensure that it is written
in bold ‘donated by... and the
name ofthe MLA’on all the
items that they provide to the
public from this scheme. Isn’t
MLA scheme public money,
generated from the tax that
the citizens of this country
pay? And since the time the
GST was implemented in the
country, everything people
buy is taxed. lIronically, in a
tribal state like Meghalaya
where the rich do not pay
income tax, this makes ev-
erybody in the state equal.
In fact, the Chief Minister
or for that matter any tribal
millionaire in the state pays
the same tax as the daily
wage earner or the domestic
helpers or even the beggars
in die streets.

It is therefore wrong for
the MLA to treat the poor
as ‘mere beneficiaries’ and
consider themselves as bene-
factors when they also pay as
much tax as all of us citizens
and other tribal officers do.
The poor contribute to the
public exchequertoo because
they also pay tax every time
they buy salt, dal, oil, soap
and other essential items for
their daily use. They also
pay tax when they travel on
a bus, taxis or use any public
services, so why are public
representatives acting like
they are being generous when
they distribute the MLA
Scheme?

The Timing

The timing thatthe MLAs
choose to distribute the
Scheme also needs to be
questioned. The time before
die election is the busiest for
the MLAs as they are busy
deciding the beneficiaries and
how the Scheme is going to
be distributed. The question
is why do MLAs have to
wait till the eleventh hour
to distribute schemes to the
people? The simple answer
is - to influence the voters!
There is no other reason
other than that. But the other
pertinent question that is not
being asked is - Isn’t itwrong
to use public money to influ-

explain how and why Maw/ai
registered so many positive
cases. There is every possibil-
ity that people queuing up to
fetch water are spreading the
infection when mask is not
worn properly and distancing
is not observed that allows
the droplets to have a field
day. It could be lack ofaware-
ness on the part ofthe people
and the Health Department
not doing its job well in
enlightening them. We are
depending on the research of
WHO, MoHFW, USA, UK
and Israel about Covid-19 but
our own research and analy-
sis is absent except that only
numbers are being shared
on clusters of infection on a
day to day basis without any
analysis on how, what and
why some clusters record
higher numbers than others.
Here the concerned depart-
ment has to wake up and
provide proper information
to the public who they are
paid to service. The Govern-
ment on its part has to first
speed up the implementation
of JJM and AMRUT and
stop making announcement
ofnew ideas that it proposes
to take up when the coffers
are empty.

Patricia Mukhim has cor-
rectly observed that the Indi-
an Institute of Public Health
(IIPH), Shillong, “needs to be
more visible as an indepen-
dent institution”. Meghalaya
has already borne the bruntof
the first lockdown and as per
my estimate approximately
Rs 11,000 crores business
was lost because of this in-
sensible lockdown. Though

ence voters?

The public should remem-
ber that public representa-
tives who only provide MLA
Schemes before the election
are non-performing MLAs.
They have wasted precious
time sitting idle the last four
years and wake up at the
fag end of the term. More
importantly they are not only
non-performing MLAs but
they have ulterior motives
too. They say public memory
is short, so the timing needs
to be perfect and what better
time to distribute the grants
thanjust before the election?
If the main objective is to
influence voters’ decision
then the question is - Can
public money be used this
way? Is this fair or is it even
legal to use public money for
personal gain and does this
not amount to buying votes?
Whatever the reason it is for
the delay, it is but a sign that
the public representative is
not able to perform and does
not have anything other than
the MLA Scheme to fool the
voters with.

Monitoring and
evaluation

The other question that
nobody asks is the impact
the MLA scheme has on the
public at large. Has any study
been done to understand the
impactthathundreds ofcrores
ofmoney channelled via the
MLA Scheme has had on
the public. How have people
benefited from the scheme?
For instance what kind of
service did the hundreds of
ambulances provide to the
public? How many times
a year was it being put to
use? How long or how many
years did the organisation
run the ambulance service?
In case the organisation has
collapsed, does the property
go back to the Government
or does it become private
property?

The respective Block
Development Officers do
monitor how buildings con-
structed from the Scheme are
implemented but what about
other items purchased using
the Scheme? Is there any kind
ofmonitoring done to ensure
thatthe money is used for the
purpose that it was meant for?
Did the target groups benefit
from the intervention?

With the funds supported
from the MLA Scheme, pri-
vate and even schools run by

the ChiefSecretary on July 5,
2021 admitted that Covid-19
has taken atoll on the state’s
economy but could not quan-
tify the losses. “Perhaps after
a month, we will be able to
tell you how much the state
has suffered. The losses are
definitely huge,” he said. |
hope the report will be out in
another 12 days as assured
by the Chief Secretary Mr
MS Rao.
Yours etc.,
Vijay K Lyngdoh
Via email

Aborder
dispute

Editor,

In this so-called “dispute”
(?) between the two states -
Assam and Meghalaya - we
should realize that there was
no objection to the boundar-
ies ofthe Districts within the
province till 14th August,
1947, the last day of British
rule in India. So, we should
assume that those district
boundaries which, we be-i
lieved, were defined by the
Act XIV of 1874 (Boundary
Notification under section 8)
under Act IV (B.C) of 1864
and Regulation Il of 1880
and Boundary Notification
under Act XXII of 1869 and
Regulation | of 1878, were
the ones accepted by all
concerned—province and the
districts as defined.

There was no talk of
boundary dispute until 1985;
thirteen years after the State
was established.

In October, 1985, the
Governments of Meghalaya

faith groups have fancy build-
ings and are better equipped
compared to government
schools but they pay the
teachers apittance. While the
government pays good sala-
ries to its teachers, the irony
is that the facilities in the
schools are lacking. In most
private projects run with the
support of the government,
be it schools, orphanages
etc., the employees of these
institutions are always at the
receiving end. The objective
ofhaving better school infra-
structure is a noble one but
the ultimate goal of having
quality education becomes
fiitile ifthe management pays
peanuts to the teachers.

The question that needs
answers is why do the MLAs
have to resort to just becom-
ing disbursers of the MLA
Scheme? Isn’t there another
way of spending the money
which will have major im-
pacts on the public?

Engage and Empower

Democracy is healthy and
strong when people actively
engage inthe democratic pro-
cess. Thenwhy are communi-
ties not engaged in deciding
how the scheme is used. Why
is the MLA given the sole
authority to decide on how the
scheme is used and to select
the beneficiaries at his or her
own whims and fancy? The
duty ofthe leader isto encour-
age the publicto engage in the
democratic process and when
they are engaged in the pro-
cess, they feel empowered.
And empowered constituents
are enlightened citizens.

Enlightened citizens will
emerge when MLAS engage
the constituents in the deci-
sion making at every stage
of the democratic process.
This will help the citizens
understand that when MLAs
provide help to the people
they are not doing the voters
a favour, but only providing
them what is rightfully theirs.
Public who are aware oftheir
rights will also not allow
MLAs to Claim ownership of
the Scheme because it is pub-
lic money which is rightfully
theirs. Enlightened citizens
will also understand that their
role in a democratically run
country does not startand end
with the election. And faith
groups also have a big role
to play in educating, empow-
ering and enlightening the
members of the community.
Because democracy without
constant public participation
is not real democracy.

Hhmohrmen67@gmail.
com

and Assam had referred the
question of interpretation of
the boundaries between the
two states to the Committee
headed by Mr. Justice, Y. V.
Chandrachud, former Chief
Justice of India. The Com-
mittee was to complete the
work within a period of six
months - It submitted its re-
port in 1987. The report was
not made public and is not
made public until now.

These facts are bound
to raise questions among
the people at any time; but,
no one in Meghalaya does
so because the people had
implicit faith in their elected
representatives.

Now that the issue has
become centre stage in our
polity because of Langpih
and other transgression by
the Assam Police, so, we ask
- (@) whatis inthe Committee
report? (b) Why is it not made
public? (c) We suggest that
Mr. Conrad Sangma read the
report of Assam-Meghalaya
Boundary Committee (July
27, 1987) and tell us what
he understands about it or he
should get his legal experts
to tell us why it was not ac-
cepted/why the Government
of Meghalaya did not accept
the Y. V. Chandrachud Com-
mittee’s Report?

Yours etc.,
Morning Star Sumer,
Shillong - 2

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

The Shillong
Dorbars In the

Marten standoff?

By Toki Blah

The standoff at Marten
between the Seng Samla
Mawlai Pyllun (SSMP) and
the Minister, Urban Affairs,
Govt of Meghalaya has now
been called off based on the
spot visit of the Minister to
Marten and agreement to
meet and further discuss the
matter between the two par-
ties on the August 3. Solid
waste disposal for the entire
Shillong conglomerate was
thus giventemporary breath-
ing space for the time being.
We shall of course merrily
continue to dump our gar-
bage at Marten and the “Out
ofsight, out of Mind” men-
tality ofthe citizens will con-
tinue to flourish, that is until
a fresh crisis erupts again. To
tell the truth it seems that our
leaders, our elders, citizens as
a whole and the entire ma-
chinery at the disposal of the
state seem at a total loss on
how to dispose of the waste
we generate. A belief seems
to prevail thatwe.are the only
people on earth faced with
such a problem and that the
only solution lies in another
19th century Marten waste
disposal model termed as a
“Land Fill system”. Other
people the world over have

discovered new technologies
and sustainable methods in
disposing their waste. Redis-
covering the wheel however
continues to remain a Megha-
layan obsession!.

The SSMP agitated with
an agenda and the agenda
was shifting the waste dump-
ing site at Marten to some
otherplace. It’s quite obvious
that Marten has outlived its
purpose and the pollution and
stench it emits has become
a menace and a nuisance
to the residents of Mawlai
Pyllun. The SSMP agenda
has the full support of the
people ofMawlai and nearby
areas who are primary local
stakeholders to this local
problem of the locality. The
other party involved in the
Marten crisis is the Urban
Affairs Department headed
by a Minister whose agenda,
to be quite honest, is not so
clear. People are yet to be
convinced whether he is in
Government to serve the
people and his department
or his own business interest.
Be that as it may, the dismal
failure of the department to
find a solution to the Marten
problem for the last 50 years
is disgraceful. This mustbe a
record ofsorts for departmen-
tal apathy and indifference.
Ministerial and departmental
priority and interest in the
matter seem to be in absolute
short supply. The Urban Af-
fairs Department as such is a
stakeholder that is apparently
approachingthe current crisis
with an unclear, ad-hoc and
unreliable agenda.

Of much greater con-
cern therefore is the indiffer-
ent stance of the people of
Shillong to the status ofMar-
ten; their apparent indiffer-
ence to the larger question of
solid waste management and
most important the outcome
of the discussions between
the SSMP and the Urban
Affairs Department. The
upshot of these discussions
are going to affect each and
every one ofus and therefore
the silence ofthe Dorbars of
Shillong who represent the
civic interest of the people
of this city is disturbing if
not actually alarming. Does
it mean that the Rangbah

Shnongs of the localities of
Shillong have nothing to say
on the matter? Do they not
considerthemselves primary
stakeholders to discussions;
decisions and outcomes of
what happens to the gar-
bage that comes out o ftheir
respective localities? The so-
lution for our waste disposal
is not another landfill. The
landfill “throw and forget”
model ofMarten canno lon-
ger serve our modem waste
disposal requirements and it
is doubtful ifany community
or village will be willing to
part with land for such a
purpose. Yet news reports
eemanating from the discus-
sions at Marten indicate that
alternate landfills are still on
the agenda as potential solu-
tions. Whatwe really require
is a sustainable and Viable
waste management system
that poses no threat to the
environment and nearby
communities. It is therefore
not only necessary but in-
dispensable for Dorbars of
Shillong Conglomerate to
have an agenda for a perma-
nent and viable solution to
the Marten problem and to
present this viewpoint to the
Govt for its consideration.

ST FUe Photo

An unfortunate aspect
of our present solid waste
garbage disposal practice
is that segregation of waste
has notbeen possible. One is
however givento understand
that such a practice also
prevails in other parts ofthe
world and that the Koreans
have developed a technol-
ogy wherein unsegregated
waste (as what happens
in Shillong) is processed
into fuel briquettes. These
briquettes are sold and the
entire process is selfsustain-
ing. Sothe focus should now
be on awaste processing unit
not a landfill where waste is
simply dumped, forgotten
then left to rot and stink. It
is believed that the Koreans
had visited Shillong and
had offered such processing
technology to the state but
the main stumbling block
had been availability ofland
to set up the unit.

Now ifthe CM can facili-
tate land in a declared wild
life sanctuary for the expan-
sion of Star Cements mining
operations, | see no reason
why our politicians cannot
bestir themselves to procure
some land for setting up a
garbage processing plant
not only for Shillong but
for all the other urban units
ofMeghalaya. It is the need
ofthe hour! Funding under
the Smart City project and
from DoNER should not be
aproblem andthe interest of
the people will be served.

Mr Naba Bhattacharjee,
member of the State Plan-
ning Board had visited
garbage processing units in
Korea, had interacted with
the Koreans and has detailed
information on how this
process works. His views
can shed more light in our
search for an environmental-
ly friendly garbage disposal
system. A permanent solu-
tion based oh proven waste
disposal technology should
be the demand and agenda

eof our main stakeholders
- the Dorbar Shnongs of
Shillong. Simply shifting
Marten to some other landfill
location is not the permanent
solution that we need. Dor-
bars should be united in their
demand for the Govtto situp
and listen.
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“Any kind ofcrisis can be good. It wakesyou up.”
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HM'’s visit: A stocktaking
THE sum and substance of Union Home Min-
ister, Amit Shah’s visit was to get the parties
in conflict over state borders to sit across the
table and iron out their differences. Those in
the HM’s inner circle say that the border con-
flicts between Assam and the states adjoining
it namely Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh will be resolved during this
Government’stenure. How that will be achieved
is essentially politics. All the governments in
power in the above four states are either with
BJP or aligned with the NDA. Perhaps Amit
Shah has a clear mandate from the Prime Min-
ister himself to sort out the mess in the eastern
fringes ofthis country. Shah in fact confidently
announced that insurgency/militancy is dead and
under the Modi regime people and governments
in the region are singing the tune of develop-
ment. Shah is not far off the mark. Among the
existing militant outfits only the ULFA led by
Paresh Baruah now holed up in neighbouring
Myanmar is not in talks with the Government
of India. The rest, including the NSCN(IM) and
the other breakaway groups have all agreed to
sit down for talks. Assam CM, Himanta Biswa
Sarma might soon get Baruah to come over and
sign a truce. After all, he is getting on in years
and the numbers of rebels have dwindled con-
siderably after the Myanmar military took over
the reins of the country. The junta is unsparing
when it comes to rebel groups from foreign
countries taking refuge in its territories and had
collaborated with India in flushing out extremist
groups from the country. -

Things have undergone a change. The law and
order machinery and the military underthe NDA
is uncompromising when it comes to dealing
with terror outfits. This is evident from what’s
happening in Kashmir and the reduction in
militant activities in the valley. There are fringe
groups that continue to extort and make life dif-
ficult for people in Nagaland and to an extent in
Assam but the Centre is keeping a strict eye on
these activities and is likely to apply pressure
on state governments to deal with the situation
or allow the armed forces to do so.

Modi’s Act East Policy slogan which intends
to create economic hubs in the North Eastern
states to do business with South East Asia and
beyond has not taken off. The internal political
strife in Myanmar has put paid to all ideas of
economic engagement with South East Asia
as Myanmar - the bridge is temporarily dislo-
cated.Other than putting pressure on the states
to resolve the border imbroglio, Shah’s visit is
inconsequential being reduced as it has to a se-
ries of inaugurations of projects mostly started
by the previous Congress Government.

i Letters to the Kditor

Saving face
when things go
downhill

Editor,

A month has passed by
since the food grain scam
shook Meghalaya as 1 lakh
bags ofricewas seized from
a godown in Assam. This
scam brought to light the
irregularities in the Social
Welfare Department and its
alleged involvement with a
tainted company to which
the Department allocates
the rice, which then gets
supplied under the SNP.
After much deliberation, the
government constituted an
independent inquiry com-
mission to get the matter
probed.

On July 24, members of
the managing committee
of Mynri Umsning Upper
Primary School informed the
Hynniewtrep Youth Council
(HYC) that a school in Ri-
Bhoi District received sacks
of rotten rice meant for the
mid-day meal programme
for school students. The
Mid Day Meal Scheme was
introduced in Meghalaya
since 1995 to provide dry
rations to primary schools.
One of the primary objec-
tives of the Mid Day Meal
Programme in Meghalaya
is to attract more children to
come to school and increase
enrolment and attendance
bringing down the drop-out
rate while also improving the
nutritional status of children
and encouraging them to at-
tend school regularly.

In Meghalaya, the Mid
Day Meal Scheme falls un-
der the watch of the Direc-
torate of School Education
& Literacy, a branch of the
Education Department in the
State. We all know that chil-
dren need a healthy balanced
diet containing foods that
will add to their growth and
nutritional needs. In India,
it has been found that many
children under the age of 15

succumb to death every year
because of poor nutrition,
which leads to ‘Childhood
Malnutrition’. This recent
incident that came to light
had prompted the HYC to
demand an enquiry by the
Education Department.

There have been instanc-
es of various CAG reports
stating the poor quality of
mid-day meals served in
schools across the country.
In our State, this is not the
firstthat a scam related to the
mid-day meal programme
has been unearthed. There
have been instances in the
pastwhen similar cases were
reported in different districts
of Meghalaya. It makes me
wonder then that if this is
not something new, why has
the Education Department
not done anything yet? It
seems no action has been
taken; thus, another incident
follows. Is it not necessary
to look into such matters,
especially as it concerns
the health and well-being of
the students? | am sure the
files and complaints related
to these incidents are lying
piled up somewhere in a
cupboard bearing dust, wait-
ing to be uncovered.

In all these, it is also
ironic that whenever such
incidences occur, the De-
partment always has to be
under the watch of a United
Democratic Party (UDP)
legislator. 1 am not here to
point fingers at this Party,
No. But the only reason that
makes me do so is because
from multiple observances,
this Party is one that likes
to criticize the government
in all aspects, so much so,
that they enjoy nipping and
seizing every opportunity
they can get to demean the
government, even highlight-
ing irregularities, but once
something happens that’s
related to a minister of their
Party, they recoil into their
caves and do not raise a
question. Is it because the
concerned department at

Covid, Pegasus. China, climate crisis

Life on Earth Is becoming
an Orwellian nightmare

Are we living through
the ‘interesting times’ of the
Chinese curse, with overlap-
ping crises slowly coming
to a head, in a way that is
beyond existing systems &
institutions to meaningfully
tackle?

As one watches head-
lines that- are of more than
passing interest, the ques-
tion thrusts itself forward:
Are we living through the
“interesting times” of the
Chinese curse, with mul-
tiple and overlapping crises
slowly coming to a head,
in amanner that is beyond
the capacity of existing
systems and institutions
to meaningfully tackle?
Consider, for a start,
the fact that climate
change has caused heat,
waves and fires in (of
all places) Siberia and
north-western Canada.

It has also caused un-
precedented floods in half

a dozen wealthy countries

in Europe where people
have been used to reading
about such events in only
distant, benighted lands.

Then, we may be faced
with a semi-permanent state
of medical alert. Under a
headline that talks of a “For-
ever Virus” that has spread
to more than a dozen dif-
ferent species, even as herd
immunity seems unlikely
to be achieved, an article in
Foreign Affairs magazine
says: “Rather than die out,
the (SARS-CoV-2) virus
will likely ping-pong back
and forth across the globe
for years to come.” That
translates into no early return
to what was once considered
anormal way of life.

Third, the age of democ-
racy and liberalism, such as
it was, is threatened by the
growing power, opacity and
non-accountability of na-
tional security apparatuses in
seemingly open societies, and
by autocratic leaders willing
to harness new technologies
to create surveillance societ-
ies. The intrusive tentacles
of giant corporate entities
are worry enough, butpale in

fault is under the watch of
a minister from their party
that they take a silent stance?
When the rice meant for the
underprivileged childrenwas
being transported to another
State, they did not utter a
word; simply because the
minister in charge ofthe So-
cial Welfare Department is
a UDP legislator. Now, with
the children in schools be-
ing fed rotten rice, we have
still heard nothing from the
minister in charge, Educa-
tion - Lahkmen Rymbui or
the Party.

Scams related to the mid-
day meal scheme have oc-
curred multiple times in
Meghalaya. This should
have been a priority for the
Minister to conduct a probe
into the matter and nip itin
the bud. But it is depressing
to see that nothing is being
done. Our education sys-
tem is in shambles; illegal
transportation of coal and
other irregularities are still
taking place and now scams
of poor-quality food under
the mid-day meal scheme all
make us question the compe-
tence of this UDP minister
who we all thought would
fitthe portfolios bestbecause
he belongs to aregional party
that claims to look into the
welfare ofthe people.

I also would like to pat
the back of organizations
like the HYC which bring
to light such matters that
concern the welfare of the
citizens at large.

Yours etc.,
Maitshaphrang Khongwir
Shillong - 8

AYoung
Airline with
promises to

break

Editor,

Since the daily opera-
tions of flights in and out of
Shillong (Umroi) Airport by
Indigo Airlines we have seen

By TNNinan

comparison as a threat.

Without corrective ac-
tion, an Orwellian nightmare
beckons.

Fourth, there is a global
power shift under way as

the US struggles to

contain the multi-faceted
rise ofa China determined to
establish regional hegemony
and challenge what was brief-
ly an American imperium.
Such power shifts usually
come along with military
conflict. World War I, in its
many proximate causes, had
as an underlying factor the

Japan.

A final addition to the
causes of current neuroses is
the growing inequality that
threatens the future stabil-
ity of societies in countries
both rich, poor and.

middle-income. A
spreading underclass con-
sciousness seeks escape from
harsh realities through a
retreat into cultural identities
and ethnic hostilities — sup
stitutes for the brighter eco-
nomic futures once dreamed
of. Meanwhile, policymak-
ers risk both inflation and
instability as they te?t the

“How does one confront these trends? The
world has come alive to the dangers ofclimate
change, but the tippingpoint isprobably long
pastand aprice must be paid. The inequality
in societies aridthepolitical dangersifpose’s™
need new social compacts where the wealthy
look beyond their short-term self-interest. ”

rise of Germany. A decade
earlier, the unexpected out-
come of the Russo-Japanese
war had signalled the rise of

many other airlines too that
are keen to start flights from
our lone, young yet develop-
ing airport. One of these is
Flybig Airlines which has
promised and also advertised
its operations from Shillong
to Delhi. As aregular flier, |
was happy to hear this news
and had made plans to travel
to New Delhi (Indira Gandhi
International Airport) on
Flybig.

I remember | had planned
in the month of January
and visited the company’s
website to make reservations
only to find that Shillong
was not on the destination
list at all. This left me dumb
struck as advertisements
and hoardings were seen all
over the city boasting ofthis
young and new airline. They
had taken on lease SpiceJet’s
aircraft at that time for op-
erations as they had not yet
received their own aircraft.

Nevertheless, | contacted
the customer care service of
Flybig only to find out that
there was no flight between
New Delhi and Shillong and
till date this is an impending
issue whereby no further
notice was received from
Flybig Airlines regarding
operational status etc. | later
leamt that it had started op-
erations in some parts of
the country including Gu-
wahati to Rupsi, Dibrugarh,
Adgartala, Pasighat and other
sectors.

Now the question is why
do these young airlines make
imprudent and tall claims to
start flights and then do not
fulfil their commitment to
serve the people ofthe State
and why is the Government
quiet on this matter? We
need answers. After all this
particular airline had even
done an inaugural flight from
Shillong to Delhi, and now
the services have suddenly
stopped. This is ridiculous
and an embarrassment for
the airline company and for
us and our State Govern-
ment.

limits offiscal and monetary
experimentation.
‘We are all going direct
the other way:

Irequestthe AAI Shillong,
DGCA and The Transport
Department of the State to
treat this matter with the
seriousness it deserves and
resolve it at the earliest.

Last but not the least, |
praise Indigo Airlines for
their commitment of serving
the people of the State and
now it is expanding its avia-
tion network to other parts of
the North East. Big kudos to
the Go Indigo Team. | wish
Indigo airlines was given
this route (Shillong-Delhi-
Shillong) for operations
or any major airline of the
country to operate. Then
we could probably see the
Shillong-Delhi connectivity
dream come true.

Yours etc.,
Dr. Chanmiki Laloo
Via Email

Time to Audit
official Covid
stats

Editor,

The false Covid 19 death
reporting of Stanborlang
Dohtdong (18) is a sign
of how callous the health
system has become in Me-
ghalaya. A senior officer
committing such 'miscom-
municationlcannot be let
gone easily through apology.
There needs to be thorough
investigation and account-
ability.

This case speaks volumes
of the competence levels of
health officials employed
by the state govt. If one can-
not feed a simple statistical
data of death into the sys-
tem, | can fully understand
what is to come when faced
with bigger tasks. Ques-
tions will be asked as to the
competence and skill levels
including the method of
recruitment of such officials
and other fellow colleagues
who are working in a similar
environment.

It raises serious doubts
as to how many more such

These developments are
driven by forces that have
complex roots in economic
systems, the vulnerabilities of
networked societies, histori-
cal memories, the primeval
urges for more power and
wealth, and the relentless
march of technology that
defines the anthropocene age,
creating a civilisation that (it
would seem) needs to create
bionic species and escape
Planet Earth in the next stage
of its evolution. Ironically,
each of these developments
ojice facilitated the illusion

that (in the Dickensian
summary) “We are all
going direct to heaven”,
only for the realisation
to dawn, as the author
put it, that in fact “We
are all going direct the
other way”.

How does one con-
front these trends? The
world has come alive to

the dangers of climate
change, but the tipping
point is probably long past
and aprice mustbe paid. The
inequality in societies and the
political dangers itposes need
new social compacts where
the wealthy look beyond their
short-term self-interest. It is
useful here to recall what a
person rightly reviled for his
racist imperialism did as a
young British minister early
in the last century.

Winston Churchill, in the
unlikely role of reformer,
introduced an eight-hour day
forminers, the rightto amini-
mum wage and meal breaks,
employment exchanges, a
state-subsidised unemploy-
ment insurance scheme, and
not least a system to pros-
ecute exploitative employers.
He also campaigned for the
taxation of wealth — not
because he was a Leftist but
to preserve the existing order
£y offering a fairer deal. A

-fairer deal is needed today,
and would help to build new
bulwarks for endangered
democracies and institutions,
without which we cannot ad-
dress the deeper pathologies.

By special arrangement
with Business Standard

(The author isformer edi-
tor Business Standard)

cases of'miscommunication’
could there have been in the
piles of Covid related data
shared everyday by the state
govt. Is anyone bothered to
look into the details? Isn't
it because of such data that
the state continues to adopt
a policy of imposing lock-
down and other restrictions
that seem never ending?

The reported death of
an 18-year old should have
raised alarm bells imme-
diately in the mind of any
sensitive health official to
cross check the information
as Covid affects the elderly
more. Why was not reverifi-
, cation done to reconfirm the
case before sharing datawith
the public? Had not the fam-
ily of Stanborlang made the
revelation, the case would
have been brushed under
the carpet.

This matter needs to be
investigated throughly and
urgently. Likewise all Covid
related deaths and hospitali-
sation needs to be audited by
a third party to check any
anomaly or hidden con-
spiracy. Media too should
be allowed to recheck /verify
the names of all dead Covid
victims. In the same spirit,
all Covid positive cases need
to be reverified as RT PCR
tests are determined by the
technical competence ofthe
person performing the test
and the analytical skills of
the interpreters.

If more such false cases
are found, it would suggest
that the number of Covid
deaths ismuch lower than of-
ficial statistics, and therefore
the danger ofthe disease has
been overblown.

Let truth guide us all

Yours etc.,
Bhaskar D
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Pegasus snoopgate: Macron and
Modi are studies in contrast

French president
orders probe, Indian

PM resorts to silence
By Sushil Kutty

The French are quick on
their feet. Within 24 hours
of‘Forbidden Stories’pierc-
ing the cover on Pegasus
spyware, with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s
personal telephone numbers
also among the infected,
France ordered an investiga-
tion. And on July 25, Macron
balled new lIsraeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett and
requested him to get to the
bottom of the affair, ASAP.
Earlier, Macron had spoken
of a “series of investiga-

tions”.

Macron is miffed he’s
among 14 world leaders
whose phones were hacked
and infected with Pegasus,
which is a military-grade
spyware and designated as
a “weapon” by the Israeli
ministry of defense, simi-
lar to AK47 or the Rafale
fighter-jet. Nobody will fight
with Israel over that descrip-
tion of Pegasus because
Israel is a military-industrial
construct, and more than
ever under previous Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

For India, this spoke vol-
umes because'Prime.Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Prime Minister Netanyahu
were chums. Now, while
Benjamin Netanyahu Ipoks
like he is gone for good,
Narendra Modi is in denial
on Pegasus; which is, by the
way, Modi’s permanent de-
fault status on anything that
spells discomfort and danger
for his government.

Modi’s acolytes in the
national media are asking,
“How can anybody prove
a negative?” which suits
the Modi Government and
the NSO Group, makers of
Pegasus, just fine. But pres-
sure is buildingon M od and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to come clean, and
admitthat Pegasus was used
to hack and infect multiple
phones ofa section ofIndia’s
‘Who’s Who’, including
those of a bunch ofjournal-
ists and that of several oppo-
sition politicians including
Rahul Gahdhi.

A couple ofIndia's ruling
party bigwigs also found
mention in the Pegasus

and waves of deception.
A criminal complaint has
been lodged in France by the
editor of Mediapart, whose
name figures in the Pegasus-
hacked list. In India nobody
is thinking of filing a police .
complaint or going to court.
The Modi Government is
silent as a grave, while the
BJP is asking those accusing
the Modi Government to go
to the cops.

“Let Rahul Gandhi sub-
mit his phones for forensic
inspection,” BJP spokesper-

sons are shouting from TV
studios, even as the opposi-
tion parties are retaliating
with “the Modi Government
should order aprobe ASAP”.
This is the script played out
every evening on TV chan-
nels and getting repetitive by
the day. The only impatient
BJP leader is Subramanian
Swamy, who said: “If we
have nothing to hide, then
Modi should write to Israeli
PM and seek the truth about
the NSO's Pegasus project
including who paid for it.”

The names of over 40
Indian journalists figure in
the leaked database. Hacks
working with the Hindustan'
Times, The Hindu, India
Today, Indian Express and
NetworklI8. And some of
these journalists report on
sensitive issues pertaining to
the country’s external aridin-
ternal security - on defence,
home, eiection commission
and Kashmir! Nobody has
to remind Modi thatthese are
sensitive beats with a bear-
ing on India’s security:

The Congress wants an
independent probe. There’s
a demand for Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s res-
ignation. Amnesty Interna-
tional says 14world leaders’
phones were targeted for
hacking. The NSO Group,
however, denied that Pe-
gasus was used to hack or
infect. This as the Modi
Government wouldn’t di-
vulge if India had “bought”
Pegasus. Snooping on po-
litical rivals and citizens
is hardly gentlemanly, and
Modi and Shah do not want
to come out ungentlemanly,
and like novices when it
comes to India’s security.

Which, by the way, brings

‘For Macron's Office Pegasus might amount
to a heart attack - serious! Butfor Modi s
PMO, it is common cold, happens to all,
happens all the time! This even as temperatures
rose to a crescendo all around. ”

hacked list. And the day
after the story hit headlines,
Macron’s Office said, “If
the facts are true, they are
clearly very serious. All
light will be shed on these
media revelations... Some
French victims have already
announced they would file
complaints, and legal inves-
tigations will therefore be
launched”.

Modi’s Office didn’t
show similar alacrity. In
fact, all is quiet on the PMO
Front. For Macron’s Office
Pegasus might amount to a
heart attack - serious! But
for Modi’s PMO, it is com-
mon cold, happens to all,
happens all the time! This
even as temperatures rose
to a crescendo all around.
The Opposition parties, led
by the Congress, wanted a
post-mortem by a certified
authority, but the ruling BJP
asked, “Where’s the body to
conduct the autopsy on?”

There couldn’t be big-
ger bamboozlement, waves

us to the question, whether
NSA Ajit Doval has some-
thing to contribute to the
Modi Government’s refusal
to clear the air on Pegasus?
Mr. Doval likes cloak and
dagger and is the ‘Spy’s
Spy’ - his exploits straight
out of the ‘Spy who Came
In From The Cold’. Reports
say Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s phone was
slated to be ‘Pegasused, and
now the Pakistanis are in
atizzy.

Since Macron told Ben-
nett that Morocco used Pe-
gasus to snoop on his cell-
phones, what’sthe guarantee
that foreign governments
haven’t already got hold
of India’s secrets? Isn’t it
time Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi became serious?
Shouldn’t Modi, like Ma-
cron, call up Bennett and
ask him to take the issue
seriously? Cannot let the
impression gain that authori-
tarians are getting away with
impunity. (IPA Service)
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Border dispute turns bloody
IT is ironic that 48 hours after the chief min-
isters of the eight North Eastern states met at
Shillong on July 24-25 to deliberate on the issue
of contested borders, with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in attendance, violence erupted in
the Assam-Mizoram border claiming the lives
of six Assam policemen and injuring many
others. Coincidentally, there was a fracas in the
Assam-Meghalaya border at longkhuli in Ri
Bhoi District too where Assam Police prevented
the setting up ofelectric poles in areas they claim
to belong to Assam. These border skirmishes be-
tween Assam-Nagaland, Assam- Mizoram and
Assam-Meghalaya have also been the location
ofmuch violence and bloodshed. Between 1979
-1985 at least 100 people have died in the clashes
between Assam and Nagaland. While some of
these disputes have reached the Supreme Court
or have been referred to Commissions headed
by retired judges, their recommendations have

been disregarded.

The North Eastern states could gain more by
collaboration, more so when Assam is the link
state to the other six states. In the past Assam
had inflicted economic blockades on Mizoram
and Nagaland after every border tussle and
caused pain to people ofthese respective states.
No central government has taken these border
disputes seriously, much less tried to resolve
them. Institutions like the North Eastern Council
and later the Ministry for Development of the
North East (DoNER) too never invested their
time and effort to iron out these differences.
Land being a scarce commodity is much sought
for by states with bigger populations and shrink-
ing spaces for accommodating their growing

population.

It is evident that the borders will continue to
remain contentious until some creative solutions
are found. Inthe past there were proposals to turn
the contested areas into economic zones which
will benefitboth states and become growth cen-
tres. Disputed borders can, through a process
ofgive and take, also become educational hubs,
IT parks, health centres and tourist destinations
where investments will come from DoNER and
the benefits shared by people across borders.
It would be in the interest of all concerned if
all these contested areas were administered by
a central agency to prevent future claims and
counter-claims. How would it be if these areas
were broughtunder one umbrella administration
such as a centrally administered territory so that
there is no quarrel over which state is investing
more and which one less, even while people
from both sides of the divide who are already
residents there gain economically and also by
way of good educational and health facilities
that could come up in these contested spaces.

I Letters to the Kditor

No such thing
as a free-ride

Editor,

Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Jha (RJD) deserves kudos
for his historic speech in
parliament. "l pay my tax,
so | demand my rights," is
a common refrain among
many, “educated elite and
enlightened,” persons! It
seems they are engaged in a
sort of "charity" to the State
by paying taxes on their in-
come with those not falling
within the ambit oftax being
"lesser citizens™ also having
no authority to raise rights
entitled to a human being!

Jha deserves special ku-
dos for hitting the nail hard
right on the head by stress-
ing, "This is a welfare state,
isnt it? When a poor man
buys a bar of soap, he is
as much a taxpayer as are
Adani and Ambani. And
you're telling him 'free vac-
cine, free treatment, free
ration!" Yes, it needs to be
repeatedly reminded to the
class-conscious Indians that
each and every citizen ofthe
country pays taxes - direct
or indirect. So even the
richest of rich hold no right
to consider themselves as
belonging to any "special
stock™ with the indirect tax
payer being any lesser to
them in any respect.

Hence as citizens of that
State, all are equally entitled
to all sorts of rights, hence

no Governmentatthe Centre
or any state holds any moral
right to blow its trumpet of
providing necessary ame-
nities/services for "free";
more so when the recipient
of the supposedly welfare
state is of economically
poor vintage. Jha has rightly
stated that the citizens have
a stake upon the amenities/
services and it is nothing but
denigration of the recipient
when the State advertises its
"magnanimity” by stressing
upon the word "free".
While Jha has rightly
shown the mirror to the
top honchos of that par-
ticular party/Government
who dare to project them-
selves as "successful war-
riors" against Covid-19 by
sweeping aside the deaths
and miseries of several mil-
lions either falling to the
virus, languishing in "Long
March" upon highways after
finding themselves homeless
overnight, driven to suicide,
turning jobless with innu-
merable students/children
compelledto enterthe labour
market. Jha also stressed on
the collective failure of all
governments since 1947 for
not ensuring Constitutional
guarantee of the right to
health life and work for all
citizens. After all, the basic
necessities of food, shelter,
attire, health, justice, educa-
tion and livelihood are infi-
nitely more important than
the moon/mars missions,
hosting Asian/Common-

He came, he saw,
he did not conquer

Union Home Minister,
Amit Shah was on a two day
visit to the state on July 24
and 25. Much was expected
from his high profile visitbut
the outcome was disappoint-
ing. It was a damp squib for
many!

On Inner Line Permit
he had nothing to say. He
did not give any commit-
ment whether ILP will be
implemented in the state or
not. There was no assurance
absolutely. This had left the
pro-1LP groups fuming, their
hopes of seeing the state un-
der the ILP regime, dashed
to the ground. Ever since
the Legislative Assembly, in
its special session, adopted
the resolution on December
20, 2019 recommending the
central government to bring
Meghalayaunder the colonial
law to counter CAA, the cry
for the same has been very
loud, courtesy a series of
agitations. Ministers camped
in Delhi in the beginning of
2020 for appointment with
Shah but failed to make any
impression.

Deputy Chief Minister,
Prestone Tynsong returned
home and informed the pub-
lic thatthe Union Home Min-
ister himselfwould visit the
state to understand the situa-
tion via a detailed discussion
with the stakeholders. The
promise was never sincere. It
was never kept. Itwas amere
delay tactic unsuspected by
the state government and
especially by the pro-ILP
groups. The second most
powerful person in the coun-
try came to Shillong on Janu-
ary 23,2021 butthe pressure
groups were politely pushed
away after the photo-ops of
them handing their memo-
randa to the guest were done
with. Since that humiliating
experience, demands for im-
mediate implementation of
ILP has been simmering. To
calm tempers down the state
government again invited
Shah to visit the state again.
The lieutenant of the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi did
come. The pro-ILP pressure
groups pinned their hopes on
his second visitin less than a
year. Alas! It was not much
of a difference from the first
visit. After the 15/20 minute
audience, the man who was
the force behind CAB/CAA,
keptcompletely mum leaving
the pressure group leaders
disgruntled.

Introduction of ILP in
Meghalaya is, of course, not
a simplistic decision. The
crave for it is perhaps un-
necessary too. The state is
already shielded against CAA
by the Sixth Schedule. The
discussion should have been

wealth Games or coming up
with gigantic statues, lofty
flags and bullettrains forthe
elite to name a few !

All political parties and
Governments, be it in the
Centre or states, should
awaken theirrespective con-
science onthe cardinal call of
Manoj Jha and devote all its
resources, energy and time
towards welfare of common
Indians only; ensuring basic
human necessities, rights and
dignity to literally each and
every citizen ofthe country.

Yours etc.,
Kajal Chatteijee,
Via email

How the
education
system failed us

Editor,

As a student of class X, |
write this to address an issue
that has been brushed aside
too often. This current system
of education that we follow
oftenturns ablind eyeto alot
of students struggling with
mental illnesses. Students
with depression, anxiety
disorders, autism, ADHD,
whether it's undiagnosed or
not, are often looked over.
They are labelled as "lazy"
or "'stupid™ or "uninterested",
which is downright ignorant
and insensitive. | shall state
my opinion on the exams
to be held this year. The

By Albert Thyrniang

on portions ofnon-Scheduled
areas in Shillong city be-
ing included in the Sixth
Schedule. Another matter
that makes Meghalaya un-
favourable to ILP is because
ofits transit nature. However,
for the Union Home Minister
not to explain the reasons
for the refusal to cover the
state under the British era
law is unacceptable. The ILP
leaders termed the silence of
Home Minister an insult to
them and to the 60 MLAs
who said ‘yes’to ILP two
years ago. ILP may be unsuit-
able for and unnecessary in
Meghalaya but a clear clari-
fication is required. It is only
just. It is a minimum respect
to the people of the state.

The C&RD Minister,
Hamletson Dohling revealed
that Shah promised to look
into the matter. If the Home
Minister assured so, why
did he not utter a word to
the pressure group lead-
ers? The state minister is
only attempting to pacify the
agitating leaders. Anyway,
the present C&RD Minister
has understood that being
in government is different
from shouting from the side
lines. The minister was the
general secretary ofthe KSU
in his activism days. Lead-
ers of pressure groups are
impatient. They want quick
solutions. We have heard
them scream how the Harijan
Colony can be solved easily
in record time but when they
become ministers they realise
that things don’t work the
way they want.

One gets the impression
that that the MDA govern-
ment is no longer keen on
ILP. No aggressive pursuance
was seen. No posturing was
visible. Perhaps the MDA
does not want to offend the
NDA. The Chief Minister
and his colleagues Wantto be
in the good books of Prime
Minister, Modi and his aides.
But has friendship worked?
Not with regards to the ILP.
If the question is asked to
the ministers and legislators
fromthe ruling coalition they
take refuge by pointing to the
unanimous resolution. Butdo
they have personal convic-
tions about the necessity of
ILP? Even the BJP MLAs
may, by now, not be too con-
vinced about the ILP.

The Union Home Min-
ister launched the Green
Sohra Afforestation Cam-
paign and inaugurated the
Greater Sohra Water Supply
Scheme at Sohra on Sunday
(July 25). Perhaps, it was
for the first time that a gov-
ernment function was held

students of class X, of this
year, haven't reqularly been
to school for two consecutive
years. That is a long time
off from school and proper
learning.

Concepts are far from
clear, so we have to re-
sort to rote learning. So the
"assessment of everything
we've learnt this year,"” is
mostly based on how much
we can remember. It is not
how much we have under-
stood, but how much we can
memorize. Online classes are
frankly good for nothing.
Most of the students barely
have network connectivity.
Notonly are the exams quite
unfair, but it also totally
neglects the students who
are already struggling with
learning disabilities. Most of
these disabilities go undiag-
nosed, therefore treatment is
ignored. And when they fail
to score proper grades, they
are shamed and taunted for it
and somehow gaslighted into
believing that it is their fault
and that they're incapable,
but that couldn't be farther
from the truth.

In fact, standardized
tests are one of the worst
ways to evaluate a child's
learning capacity or intel-
ligence. Children's minds
aren't standardized, so how
can you measure their value
with these tests? But that's
a whole different matter
altogether. It would be a lot
more appreciated if schools
actually addressed mental

on Sunday in the Christian
majority state. No wonder it
landed in controversy with
a politician and religious
leaders raising the red flag
saying the programme could
have been fixed on any other
day. On the face of it, there
is nothing wrong in organis-
ing an official function on a
Sunday. Good can be done
on Sundays. But one suspects
that the Sohra event was in-
tentionally arranged. It was
to diminish the importance of
Sunday, the most significant
holiday for Christians. If
Sunday was unavoidable then
there is nothing to be worried
about but if the plan was to
disregard the Christian com-
munity then we have to raise
our voices. The Hindutva
ideology has infiltrated into
the MDA government. It is
now accepted that the Chief
Minister of Meghalaya has
shared values with right wing
circles. His party the NPP is
branded as a camouflage of
the BJP. But the fault is not
only with the Chief Minister
alone. Why did the other
ministers have no objection
to the Sunday ceremony?

In other parts of India
migrant Christians work on
Sundays. If they don’t they
lose theirjobs. TTius in Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore etc
Sundays are working days
in hotels, restaurants, banks,
malls and other services. And
there are a lot of migrants
from Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Mizoram andthe other North
Eastern states working in
these cities. To tell them that
it is a sin to work on a Sun-
day is inhuman and ungodly.
Keeping Sunday holy is not
merely attending Church. To
bring the rule that we should
not earn on Sunday is also
insensitive.

Inavillage thatthis writer
has Recently befeh'to rtb drtie is*
permitted to opentheir shops
on Sundays. If they do so
they are fined. Theirreligious
zeal is admirable. But one
personally knows that a cou-
ple oftiie petty shop keepers
struggle to have a square
meal on Sundays because
they can’t earn anything.
Even as | tried to cope with
this harsh reality | suddenly
realised that I, as a religious
leader, ‘earn’mostly on Sun-
days. Thenwho am I to vouch
for a ‘no business policy’on
the ‘Day of the Lord’? But
it does not mean | propagate
work on Sundays. It does
not mean | disrespect those
who cotisider the ‘rest’ day
significant. Per se the Sohra
function on a Sunday was
fine. But if there is a sinister

health issues and prevented
students from trying too hard
and experiencing burnout. It
is important to call out these
instances because it affects
the lives of children whom
the education system could
not do justice. Maybe learn-
ing was supposed to be a
fun process, but somehow it
.got distorted into something
tyrannical and exhaustive.
Yours etc.,
Rupsa Marak,
Matchakolgre,
Tura

Northeast
shamed

Editor,

Just when Chanu Saik-
hom Mirabai brought pres-
tige for the Northeast by
winning a medal and creat-
ing history on the first day
of Tokyo Olympics 2021,
the region seems to lose that
same prestige in no time due
to the major border conflict
that occurred between Mi-
zoram and Assam on July
26 last.

The dispute which could
have been solved across
the table occurred due to
alleged encroachment into
each other’s territories which
accelerated into stone-pelt-
ing, firing, damaging of local
people’s property, vandalis-
ing of vehicles and ulti-
mately claimedthe lives of6
Assam cops besides leaving

intention behind it, then it is
problematic.

Another dissenting note
against the public event was
that it was held in spite ofthe
feet that Churches are closed
and religious gatherings are
still banned. Even for funerals
only ten attendants are al-
lowed. Reports say that there
were at least 60 vehicles for
the eventin Sohra. Areligious
leader vented his frustration
on Youtube saying ‘if they
(the law makers) organise
functions is okay but if we
the ordinary citizens do so it is
not okay’. Many also pointed
out that Amit Shah was pho-
tographed without wearing a
mask during functions. The
law makers are law breakers.
Police personnel saluted Amit
Shah but penalised people
on the street for not wearing
masks. Unfortunately there
are two sets of rules in the
state.

On a mandate from the
Prime Minister himself the
Home Minister also ad-
dressed the North East Chief
Ministers and stressed on
the need to amicably resolve
the long standing boundary
disputes Assam has with Miz-
oram, Meghalaya, Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland. Butno
sooner had Shah concluded
his stay when a skirmish took
place in longkhuli village,
Unjling, Ri Bhoi district. The
nextday six Assam cops were
killed and around 80 people
injured in firing by Mizoram
police in Lailapur along Miz-
oram-Cachar border. Even as
the Home Minister lectured
on cordial solutions the vexed
dispute has escalated into full-
blown confrontation. Assam
and Meghalayahadagreed on
a ‘give and take’ approach to
redraw their boundaries. Do
the two states have in mind
which disputed areas in the
border to ‘give and take’? If
names do not come. up,then
why agree on the policy? So
this is easier said than done.
To expect that the boundary
row will be settled before
Meghalaya’s golden jubilee
is impractical.

Amit Shah did not come
to endear himself with the
people of Meghalaya. His
next visit could be hostile.
We might see boycott and
black flags greeting his long
convoy. But the central and
state governments could be
enacting a drama. ILP could
be granted just prior to Me-
ghalaya Assembly elections
0f 2023 so that the BJP, NPP
and the allies return to power.
Amit Shah could be a hero
then!

albert. thyrniang74@
gmail.com

many injured. Notonly inthe
field, the fight seems to have
found its way on social me-
diatoo asthe ChiefMinisters
ofboth states have engaged
themselves in a free for all
twitter war.

The sad part is when we,
the seven sisters ofnortheast
should be standing in support
ofour players for making us
proud in Olympics; when
we should be standing in
solidarity againstracism and
otherevils happeningaround
the country, here we are
seeking vengeance against
each other through bullets
and arms. Not only that, we
also seemto crossthe line of
inhumanity by demanding
the stoppage of food grains
from being transported to
Mizoram. Unfortunately,
many other North-eastern
states are also embroiled in
repeated border disputes.

It’s absolutely important
that while we desire equal
respect and recognition
from other parts of India, we
should first learn to respect
one another, else we are not
very far from being called
barbarians.

Yours etc.,
Ritika Das,
Guwahati- 8
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A break-in that
shames and
endangers India

By Jagdish Rattanani

In 1983, the well-known
Pulitzer Prize-winning US
journalist Seymour Hersh
wrote a book (The Price
of Power: Kissinger in the
Nixon White House) in
which he “revealed” that
Morai]i Desai had worked as
a CIA spy. No one in India
believed him. Supposedly
well-researched allegations
by a journalist known for
such nation-stirring exposes
asthe My Lai Massacre,
and charges which would
have routinely stuck in other
cases, were met with almost
unanimous contempt and
dismissal across India- such
was the moral standing of
Morarji-bhai, whether in
power or not. Moraiji Desai
sued and lost the case in
the US courts on legalese
but that loss did not mat-
ter as this nation cared not
what anyone said of a Prime
Minister known for his in-
tegrity.

Cutto today, and a series
of denials, statements and
the force ofanarmy ofsocial
media accounts fail to give
any credibility to a govern-
ment that is armed with a
brute majority in Parliament
but has little moral standing
in the eyes ofmany Indians.
The divisions it has created,
the strife that it has nurtured
and the diet of hatred that it
has served only go to show
and tell that the Pegasus
scandal is exactly the kind
ofditchthatthis government
would drive the nation into.

Rahul Gandhi is not too
off the mark when he calls
this an act of treason. This
is the act of deploying a
weapon of such destructive
power that the homes and
private spaces of key people
in India are broken into,
which is what the spyware
built and sold by the NSO

won’t break in! What this
is saying is trust us - we do
the right things. And trust
is precisely what is missing
in this relationship. Apart
from internal trust issues
in India, who could trust a
company that sells software
that intrudes into phones
without the target having to
do anything for the malware
to takeover and leak data?
Further, this package is sold
to other governments with-
out identifying the buyers,
while seeking “approval
from the export controls
unit of Israel’s Ministry of
Defense, an unusual deci-
sion because at the time the
unit only regulated overseas
weapons sales,” to quote the
Washington Post. Who is
to say if the reported hack-
ing by the Indian govern-
ment, busy settling personal
scores and political battles,
provided a smokescreen for
foreign powers to hack into
key powers and positions
in India, including listening
in to meetings of our high-
est political and military
authorities? Israel may be
categorised as a' friendly
power today but it is worth
pointing out that its clpsest
ally, the United States, does
not allow the software to
operate on its shores or on
US based phones.

From an outside perspec-
tive, the company is more
like a military-intelligence
collaborator, selling weap-
ons-grade equipmentto col-
laborators it sees as friends,
in the long-term strategic
interests of its nation. Here is
amaster controller allowing
customers to play their little
games and making money
on it knowing full well that
it can interfere and stop the
game when required.

In any case, it should be

{Thepicture ofthe West Bengal

ChiefMinister Mamata Banerjee, holding
aloft her smartphone, plastered with brown
tape topreventprying eyesfrom looking,
recording, breaking in is in many ways the
picture ofIndia - equally broken, taped and
patched. The ChiefMinister is not on the. list
ofthose allegedly hacked butyou dont have

to be on the list to worry. ”

group of Israel is designed
to do. The government has
of course denied the reports
that have stirred a global
alert. Ashwini Vaishnaw,
the Minister of Electronics
& Information Technology,
says illegal surveillance is
not possible in India “with
the checks and balances
in our laws and our robust
institutions”. It also leans
on'the NSO denial, saying:
“It is evident that NSO has
also clearly rubbished the
claimsinthereport.” Yet, the
government is unwilling to
categorically state whether it
has bought and deployed the
NSO-built spyware or not.

The argument that the
data from this act of illegal
snooping was available not
to the Israeli company/group
that sold the stuff but only
to the Indian government
that presumably bought and
deployed this weapon is
frivolous. Consider what the
NSO group, which hasbuilt
and licensed the Pegasus
software to select govern-
ments, said on July 21: “We
do not operate the system,
nor do we have access to the
data of our customers, yet
they are obligated to provide
us with such information
under investigations... NSO
will thoroughly investigate
any credible proofofmisuse
of its technologies, as we
always had, and will shut
down the system where
necessary.”

The NSO co-founder and
CEO Shalev Hulio has been
quoted by Forbes as saying:
“While NSO isn’t actively
monitoring what customers
do with its technology, the
company can get access
to log files from custom-
ers, when it has cause to
investigate, allowing the
company'’s auditors to check
what numbers were selected
for surveillance.”

This appears to be a case
of we can break in but we

anyone’s guess that a super-
hacker let loose isn’t about
to have any boundaries;
hacker and hacked are both
trapped. In this view, India’s
ramparts have beenbreached
and the nation’s sovereignty
has been put on the line by
abunch of leaders who con-
tinue to plunder the richness
and the intangible wealth
of India - its democratic
traditions, its respect for
diversity and the values of
togetherness that bind us as
one nation. This is why the
charge of treason holds.

The picture of the West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Baneijee, holding aloft
her smartphone, plastered
with brown tape to prevent
prying eyes from looking,
recording, breaking in is
in many ways the picture
of India - equally broken,
taped and patched. The Chief
Minister is not on the list of
those allegedly hacked but
you don’t have to be on the
list to worry. Anyone seek-
ing to protect themselves
will have to adopt such rudi-
mentary stopgaps while we
ponder how we had reached
this low.

The government can es-
cape the charge oftreason if
it cooperates across the po-
litical spectrum and agrees to
an impartial JPC probe. Ifits
hands are clean, nothing is
lost and there is everything
to be gained from a probe
that can record, if required,
some of the evidence in
private. In India, it is time
to say “enough is enough”,
which curiously isthe header
ofa NSO statement that an-
nounced “itwill no longer be
responding to media inqui-
ries on this matter...”

(The writer is a senior
journalist and a faculty
member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal) (Syndicate:
The Billion Press) (e-mail:
editor@thebillionpress. org)
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Change in Karnataka
A change of guard in Karnataka was in the off-
ing. The saffron party’s fortunes were taking
a nosedive in the state even as it remained the
only BJP stronghold in the South. ChiefMinister
Yediyurappa had become increasingly unpopu-
lar and the BJP’s ‘Modi aura’was on the wane
there. The only option for the BJP was to let
Yediyurappa go and swear in Basavaraj Bommai
in his place ifitis to retain its base. Clearly, the
party’s chances of winning the next assembly
polls in 2023, which will be followed by the Lok
Sabha polls the next year, looked remote. Every
other southern state has regional satraps hold-
ing charge and a saffron penetration is difficult
in what is essentially the Dravidian belt. Good
sense prevailed on the BJP to change the CM in
Karnataka. Yediyurappa had four (incomplete)
terms as chief minister and remains a highly
controversial figure. What weighed in his favour
was the support he got from the Lingayat com-
munity that forms some 17 per cent ofthe state’s
population. It has an all-encompassing character
distinctive from the caste-centric Hindus and
yet remains part of the majority religion. The
single-minded concentration of the BJP on the
Lingayats continued to alienate it from other
segments ofthe population. The BCs took refuge
in the JD-S outfit of Deve Gowda while the SCs
and minorities sided with the Congress. It was
due to the anti-incumbency sentiment that the
BJP emerged as the single largest party in the last
assembly polls but it still could not gain power.
It manipulated a majority later by defections

from other parties.

While Yediyurappa was brought back as CM
two years ago, the result was a further erosion

in the base of the BJP.

He relied more on his

sons to run the government and broker deals,
which irritated sections within the BJP too. By
his actions, Yediyurappadug his own grave. His
current attempt is reportedly to get one of his
sons a top party or govemmentalposition and a
governor post for himself. 1fthe BJP’s Lingayat
leanings have seen the Party’s stock fall it is
curious as to why it chose to swear in another
Lingayat-Basavaraj Bommai. Butirrespective
of who the BJP picks for the CM’s post, it is
unlikely to pick up speed in Karnataka. While
results of future elections depend on the ground
situations, chances are that the BJP’s chances
arereceding in Kamakata. When corruption and
nepotism marry itbecomes a lethal combination.
Question is, how did the BJP allow Yediyurappa
to run riot for so long. It demonstrated the lack
of strength of the party at its apex.

i Letters to the I'.ditor

A study in

contrast
Editor,

Two news items pub-
lished in your newspaper on
July 27, 2021 are studies in
contrast aboutwhy Mizoram
is a strong state which canre-
spond robustly whenever the
wannabe big brother of the
North - East, Assam indulges
in territorial misadventures
while Meghalaya remains a
doormatandpunchingbag of
Assam. Atthe risk ofsound-
ing politically incorrect and
even parochial, the obvious
reason, inmy opinion, is that
almost all members of the
Mizoram Police Force are
mainly sons ofthe soil will-
ing to defend their own land.
Apparently, this is not the
case in Meghalaya for, like it
ornot, itis a bitter fact of life
that most of us always iden-
tify ourselves as Assamese,
Khasi, Garo, Mizo, etc and
then as Indians later.

Then there is the disad-
vantage of (for Meghalaya)
the joint public services
cadre with Assam. Guided
as it is by this cadre, it is
disappointing that our gov-
ernmentis yet to formulate a
strong and mature policy on
the border issue with Assam.
Another consequence ofthis
is that even the statements
coming from our leaders
are timid. In addition to this
point, | find it inexplicable
that our leaders seem to
sincerely believe the pious
declarations of good intent
by Assam while leaders of
other Northeastern states
take similar statements from

Assam with sacks of salt.

Reading and watching the
national print and electronic
media, one can draw a les-
son that nobody respects the
weak. The Mizoram - As-
sam border skirmish has
been widely reported while
Assam's aggressive' incur-
sion into Meghalaya found
no mention at all. Even the
Union Home Ministry inter-
vened to calm the situation
along the Mizoram - Assam
border while Meghalaya has
been left at the mercy of
Assam.

I hope the border disputes
between the North Eastern
states are settled at the ear-
liest for it is shameful that
states in our great country
are fighting each other. But
there are no signs on the
horizon that this is going to
happen. In fact, the signs are
ominous. Ifpressrep[orts are
to be believed, Assam is now
raising 10 police battalions
specifically to "guard" its in-
ter - state borders. This force
will be imparted ahigh level
oftraining equivalentto what
the elite National Security
Guard receives.

Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong -2

Of intrigues
within
BJP-NPP

Editor,

Apropos to the front page
news item, “Hek makes way
for Shullai” and “Hek un-

aware of being dropped”,
(ST, July 28,2021), the whole

John C. Maxwell

Trinamool Supremo confident on ensuring widest possible opposition unity

Spectre of Mamata

haunting Modi and BJP

West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee is
on a mission to the National
Capital, after assuming office
for a third term, to prick the
aura of Narendra Modi and
dismantle the perception of
his being invincible. Just
before leaving for Delhi she
sent a clear message through
her action of constituting a
judicial commission to probe
the Pegasus scandal not only
to the BJP but also to her
opposition allies. Her move
not only turned the table on
Modi, a task which should
have been done ideally by
him but also heralded the
emergence of Mamata as
the national figure, amidst
trending of#Ab Ki Baar Didi
Sarkar on social media.

Ironically some political
analysts, and especially some
journalists who claim to be
anti-Modi, are not convinced
with hermove and are scepti-
cal of her success. It is again
the fault of their perception.
These people hold the view
that Modi alter winning the
2014 Lok Sabhaelection suc-
ceeded in creating the percep-
tion ofbeing invincible. They
also seek clarification from
Mamata whether she would
be able to restore the glory
that the country has lost in
the last seven years.

Even if one subscribes to
theirtrepidations, itcannotbe
denied that she has exposed
the wrong side ofModi. Why
has he not been announcing a
probe into Pegasus scandal?
The probe panel comprising
retired Supreme Courtjudge
Madan B Lokur and former
Calcutta high court chief
justice Jyotirmay Bhattacha-
ryawill look into allegations
of snooping on people from
Bengal using Israeli spyware
Pegasus. The two-member
panel has been formed under
Section 3 of the Commis-
sion of Inquiry Act, 1952.
The Act empowers both the
Centre as well as states to
institute an inquiry commis-
sion. Questions are asked as
to whether the officials will
be under legal obligation to
depose before the panel.

One ought not to forget
that states have been order-
ing judicial probes. In this
case the Modi government
would have to cooperate
with the panel else it would
have to bear the stigma of
being in collaboration with
the main accused. This also

drama appears to be like the
twelfth, thirteenth, and four-
teenth men ofa football team
who never know who can
be called while replacing a
player among the eleven. We
know how Shullai made way
for Hek in the past and now
thathas beenreciprocated by
the latter it is fair enough. But
thatboth BJP legislators were
unaware of their being re-
moved and sworn in until late
yesterday is strange indeed.
It looks like this bombshell
was prepared inside the NPP
factory for dropping inside
the BJP camp. While the BJP
President, Ernest Mawrie, is
engaged in a personal duel
with Hek to save his kursi in
the ongoing battle of “Kaun
Banega BJP President”, the
former was less than a mere
spectator here in this new
replacement strategy.

The BJP has effected simi-
lar changes in Uttaranchal
and Karnataka, recently,
replacing the sitting CMs
there and that mirrored here
in Meghalaya - where two
legislators changed guards, at
the hands ofthe BJP’s carbon
copy called NPP. If political
will is taken into consider-
ation and the gossips that
went around and were echoed
during the Union Home Min-
ister's visit to the state last
week are to be believed then
Hek is perhaps set to occupy
the kursi of the President of
BJP Meghalaya. After all, it
is also a matter of satisfying
the dethroned minister and
that seems to be well justi-
fied for the sitting President
to be axed. For Hek, if that
happens, itmay well be, “You
win some, you lose some”.

By Arun Srivastava

highlights the concern about
the security of the country
which has been frequently
used by Modi to humiliate
and denigrate his political
opponents. More than the
legal implication, the politi-
cal importance of the probe
panel is quite pronounced.
She succeeded in apprising
the people that Modi was a
collaborator. Mamata’s move
has an underlying message
for the opposition. By trying
to checkmate Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the snoop-
ing issue, the TMC leader
is positioning herself as the
main challenger to the BJP
strongman.

They also ask if she will
be able to de-privatise the
PSUs, restore the character of
the RBI, to revive the econo-
my and restore the properties
thathave been usurped by the
Ambanis and Adanis. Their
questions are genuine. But
for rectifying the wrongdo-
ings of Modi it is imperative
that Modi should lose the
2024 elections. This could
not be achieved unless the
oppositionis united and goes
to the polls trader the leader-
ship of an individual. They
argue thatthese achievements
would bring about a change
in perception.

An insight into their ar-
guments makes it explicit
that if she cannot promise to
deliver these, then she must
not aspire to replace Modi.
Really their, arguments are
preposterous and ridiculous.
By raising these questions
at this stage when Mamata
is yet to make an effective
intervention in the national
political structure and sys-
tem, these political experts
and progressive journalists
are simply strengthening
the hands of Modi. Already
similar sets ofsuspicions and
wrong premonitions were
created against Rahul Gan-
dhi. Even today a large sec-
tion of people nurse doubts
about his administrative and
political capabilities.

Modi did not create the
perceptionjust after winning
the election. The ground was
created by the BJP patriarch
L K Advani and. the op-
portunity was provided by
the Congress. Modi simply
exploited and used the ob-
jective conditions that were

Many say the change is desir-
able since the present Presi-
dent is only talking about
corruption instead of taking
action on matters that he is
expected to. BJP Meghalaya
certainly is in much need of
a revamp, keeping in mind
the public issues that have re-
mained unaddressed to date,
and that may well start with
the replacement ofthe current
president. The BJP leadership
in New Delhi can take a leaf
put of the NPP’s style here
and effect a change keeping
the two duelling individuals
here at bay from knowing
what is cooking inside.
Yours etc.
BC Paul
Shillong - 4

What will you
do if you win a
lottery?

Editor,

Consider yourself in a
situation where you risked
your faith and won a lottery
which is really precious. Now
that you have won it, what
are you going to do with it?
The current situation in the
state seems no differentwhen
it comes to demanding for
ILP? For, this is one of the
most highlighted keywords
in the newspaper with the
famous phrase ' NO ILP.
NO REST', but again the
question is what will you
do with ILP once you get
it? Just demanding ILP to
protect your rights doesn't
seem to meet the purpose.
I'm aware of the harassment,
discrimination, and undue

made available to him. The
Goa meet of the national
executive of the BJP made
it abundantly clear that RSS
was ready with the resources.
Butinthe case of Mamatathe
situation is quite different.
TMC is Bengal based and
the opposition parties are in
a state of trance. Obviously
she would have to do all the
task, from worshipping the
gods to performing the task
ofa cobbler.

These experts andjournal-
ists have also been trying to
convey that she does not have
numbers in her favour by cit-
ing the seats won by the BJP
under Modi in the last two
elections of 2014 and 2019.
Playing with the electoral
figures is the easiest task.
But predicting results based
on the electoral arithmetic is
a tough call. In Bengal itself
the BJP had won 18 Lok
Sabhaseats in 2019 elections.
In fact, Amit Shah was ex-
pecting more than 200 seats
based on the permutations
and combinations ofthe 2019
election. But in 2021 assem-
bly election people negated
all the arithmetical exer-
cises. The electoral gains are
not mechanical. Many other
things, like culture, econom-
ics, politics, social changes,
play significant roles.

The major plus point for
Mamata is the prevailing
perception amongst- people
that she had the guts to call
a spade a spade and catch
the bull by horns. No doubt
Rahul Gandhi has sharply
emerged as the potential
challenger to Modi. But he
is being haunted by his own
failures and wrong impera-
tives. How dp these experts
explain Modi losing the elec-
tions held during the last four
years? BJP had lost assembly
elections in Goa and Madhya
Pradesh. Amit Shahmanaged
to form the governments in
these two states by bribing
the MLAs. Incidentally all
his machinations failed to
bring in the desired result
in Bengal. It is ironic that
Modi’s invincibility did not
help him in Tamil Nadu.
Even if one goes by the com-
mon perceptionthat Kerala is
aregimented state and it was
not easy for Modi to win the
election there, he could have
won the elections in Tamil

restrictions being imposed
on the Non-Khasi Speaking
people in the state. Are you
still going to impose your
authority on poor, hardwork-

.ing non tribals once you get

this privilege? Well, let's not
talk about the discrimination
because it would be unfair
to put up anything without a
proof. But again the question
is What Will You Do, Once
You Get ILP?

The Americans had sent
their second rover to Mars
for exploring the possibilities
of existence and the major
role was played by Dr Swati
Mohan, an Indian-American
scientist who successful-
ly landed the rover on the
Martian surface. Now, think
of a hypothetical situation.
Had NASA and America
not given the opportunity to
Dr Swati and discriminated
against her for being Indian
do you think NASA could
have really successfully ex-
ecuted the operation? Maybe,
maybe not! America respects
and welcomes talent and
does not discriminate people
on the basis of their being
Indian, African or a Hindu
or Muslim.

I was born and raised
in this state and have spent
nearly 25 years here. Noth-
ing dramatic has happened
here, except political par-
ties getting changed every
5 years. Unfortunately, no
party has shown deep interest
in bringing transformational
change in the state. Now,
you can counter me on this
but ask yourself...How many
athletes has the state sent to
the Olympics or Common-

Nadu which is open, having
no political regimentation.

Modi and Shah had met
with their worst results in
Bengal. The defeat they suf-
fered has broken them from
inside to such an extent that
they are in a state of stupor
in deciding their strategy for
the elections in Uttar Pradesh.
The Bengal defeat has made
them lose their authority and
it came into open when they
failed to goad the UP chief
minister Yogi who virtually
challenged them. Mamata has
signalled that she is leading
the opposition charge and it
is enough to rejuvenate the
forces opposed to Modi. It
is worth mentioning that the
CPI(M) which had treated
TMC and BJP as its enemies
on equal footings, has brought
about a significant change in
its ideological stand and has
resolvedtojoin the opposition
to ensure the defeat of BJP. It
no more believes in the thesis
of equidistance between the
TMC and BJP. The recent
gainswould play amajorrole
in convincing the opposition
leaders about her prowess
and subsequently bring them
together.

The intensity of the Ma-
mata fear that grips the BJP
could be gauged from the
simple fact that the 22 IPAC
employees ofPrashant Kishor
who are in Tripura to assess
the political situation and
potential support base for
the Trinamool Congress for
assembly election in 2023
were stopped by the state
police from coming out of
their hotel for carrying out
the'survey. The police has not
given any official reason for
the detention, only claiming
the IPAC team had violated
Covid norms. Sources in the
IPAC said the team had all
the necessary Covid-related
papers. In hermissionofuhk-
ing opposition againstthe BJP
ahead of the 2024 national
elections, Prashant Kishor
— her poll strategist in the
assembly elections -- is play-
ing a key role. If the sources
are to be believed, the police
has been interrogating the
team members as ifthey were
terrorists. Surprisingly the
state police were verifying
their credentials. This was
confirmed by the officer-in-
charge of East Agartala police
station Saroj Bhattacharjee
who said they were not de-
tained buttheir documents are
being verified. The BJP game
plan! (IPA Service)

Wealth Games? How many
sportspersons, actors, econo-
mists, journalists, scientists,
politicians, doctors, educa-
tionists or entrepreneurs from
here have made itreally big at
the national level? Or let me
ask this...how many Medical
Colleges, Engineering Col-
leges, Universities, Compa-
nies, Industries have really
come up in Meghalaya?

Our state has a rich heri-
tage of culture, songs, po-
ems, stories and food delica-
cies with the gift of mother
Nature, but honestly how
much effort has been put in
to promote them? The cur-
rent pattern of development
is not sufficient to meet the
demands of the state and the
youth in particular. There is a
need for massive investment
in infrastructure which will
bring morejob opportunities.
The youth and students’bod-
ies should fight to promote
their culture and language.
You have all rights to ask for
that but make sure you do not
misuse it, once you have it. In
the end Diversity and Inclu-
sion are all that are needed to
grow and prosper.

I hope this article will
make those in Government
rethink their decision and re-
structure their PURPOSE and
VISION for the State.

Yours etc.,
Manish Thakur,
' Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

(SIX)

Israeli agency NSO sold its software
only to authoritarian countries

Demand rising
globally to probe
Pegasus spyware

By Sangam

Four prominent U.S. law-
makers have jointly issued a
statement calling for action
against NSO-like companies
that sell spyware to authoritar-
ianregimes across the world.
Terming such companies as
the “A.Q. Khans ofthe cyber
world”, the statement called
for stricter regulations as it
was used against “peaceful
activists and journalists”.
The statement was issued on
Monday by Democratic Party
lawmakers Tom Malinowski,
Katie Porter, Joaquin Castro,
and Anna G. Eshoo.

Abdul Qadeer Khan (A.Q.
Khan) is a Pakistani Nuclear
Engineer and metallurgist fa-
mously known as the “father
ofPakistan’snuclearbomb”.
He was the founder-director
of Khan Research Labora-
tories, a Pakistani govern-
ment nuclear lab located
in Kahuta near Islamabad,
which played akey role inthe
success ofPakistan’snuclear
program. He made headlines
in 2004 after his open confes-
sion in the media over US
allegations ofillegally selling
nucleartechnologies to North
Korea, Iran and Libya.

The lawmakers suggested
six points to the U.S. govern-
ment to punish such compa-
nies including the addition of
the NSO Group in an ‘Entity
List’administered by the U.S.
Department of Commerce
to keep the spyware out of
the way of authoritarian re-
gimes and consider sanction-
ing such regimes under the
Global Magnitsky Act.

The lawmakers also sug-
gested to the U.S. govern-
ment to finalise accession to
the Wasserjaar Arrangement’s
limited'controls on cyber-
intrusion tools which would
result in transparent human
rights assessments on items
with surveillance capabilities

Moroccan intelligence agen-
ciesin 2019. The reports also
suggested that Morocco’s in-
telligence agencies had even
spied on its own monarch,
King Mohammed V1.

Morocco’s decision
comes amid fears that the
revelations might damage
the kingdom’s diplomatic
relations with France. The
French government, tak-
ing the issue seriously, had
earlier held an emergency
meeting to prevent such
surveillance in the future.
President Macron had called
Israeli Prime Minister Naf-
tali Bennett earlier demand-
ing a quick probe into the
issue.

The latest revelations
by Direkt36, a Hungary
based publication that is
part of the Pegasus Project,
suggests that over 300 Hun-
garian politicians, lawyers,
journalists, and activists
were snooped upon by the
Federal government headed
by Prime Minister Viktor
Orban. '

The list includes former
State Secretary AttilaAszodi
in charge of Hungary’s nu-
clear power plant, a former
Minister and Professor Attila
Chikan, President of Buda-
pest Bar Association Janos
Banati, and four journalists
including two from Direkt36
among others.

Attila Aszodi, a promi-
nent nuclear energy expert,
made it to the list at the end
of 2018 when he was still
an official in the Hungarian
government. He began to
have a series of conflicts
with his superior, Minister
Janos Suli, for opposing
measures that would haVe
disrupted the timetable of
the Paks‘ 2 nuclear power
plant. He had assumed the
post in 2014, following the

The number offourjournalists was
included in the list 0 300 numbers,
including two with Direkt36, Szabolcs
Panyi and Andros Szabo. Theforensic
analyses oftheirphones have confirmed
that their devices have been snooped
upon by the agencies.

and consider Securities and
Exchange Commission regu-
lations requiring companies
to publicly disclose exports
oftechnologies with surveil-
lance capabilities. The law-
makers cautioned the Federal
government that permitting
private companies to develop
and sell drone or missile tech-
nology mightresultin its use
against Americans.

North African country
Morocco has decided to sue
international human rights
organization Amnesty In-
ternational and French non-
profitjournalist organization
Forbidden for their “expose”
on Moroccan intelligence.
Both organizations initiated
the international media con-
sortium the Pegasus Project,
whose reports have suggested
that Moroccan intelligence
had used the Pegasus spy-
ware to target French public
figures, including President
Emmanuel Macron and many
ofhis cabinet colleagues.

“The Moroccan state im-
mediately intends to go to the
French court because it wants
all the light to be shed on
the false allegations of these
two organizations which put
forward elements withoutthe
slightest concrete and dem-
onstrated proof,” Morocco
said in a statement before
filing the case. Morocco has
tasked Olivier Baratelli, a
prominent French lawyer to
represent the country in the
Paris Criminal Court. The
firsthearing on the case is set
to take place on October 8.

Le Monde, aFrench news-
paper and a member of the
Pegasus Project’s group of
17 media organizations, had
earlier reported that the num-
bers of President Emmanuel
Macron and 15 members of
the French government may
have been among potential
targets of surveillance by

Hungary-Russia agreement
on the construction of this
nuclear plant.

Aszodi refused to com-
ment on his targeting by
the spyware. His phone
could not be examined to
confirm the targeting by the
forensic lab as he no longer
uses the phone. Direkt36
reports that a former Intel-
ligence officertold itthat the
Hungarian government had
started using this software
since 2018.

Professor Attila Chikan,
an economist and former
minister in Orban’s first
government is also on the
list. In recent years, he has
become a critic of Orban.
Another prominent name
that is featured in the list
is'Janos Banati, the former
President of the Budapest
Bar Association. Presently,
he is the president of the
National Hungarian Bar
Association.

The number of fourjour-
nalists was included in the
list of 300 numbers, in-
cluding two with Ditekt36,
Szabolcs Panyi and Andras
Szabo. The forensic analy-
ses of their phones have
confirmed that their devices
have been snooped upon
by the agencies. The list
also features Central Media
Group owner Zoltan Varga,
who has been critical of the
government for a long time.
Many of his close associ-
ates and friends were also
on the list.

58-year old Orban, has
been Prime Minister ofHun-
gary since 2010 (he was also
PM from 1998 to 2002). His
tenure has been marked by
widespread autocratization,
corruption, Euroscepticism,
curtailment of press free-
doms, erosion of judicial
independence, and anti-
sexual minority laws. (IPA
Service)
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Blinken, Afghanistan & more
THE talks between India and the United States
in New Delhi this week were obviously multi-
dimensional. Yet, at the core of these were
Afghanistan and China. Matters linked to the
Quad and Indo-Pacific as also human rights
figured prominently in the talks. The visitby US
secretary of state Antony Blinken took place at
a time when Afghanistan is passing through a
major political transformation and the govern-
ment there is tottering in the face of a massive
push by the Taliban to seize power there. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has said there
was convergence of views on the way forward
in Afghanistan when the two sides discussed
the matter. The backing from the US for the
Afghan government is crucial even as Ameri-
cans and NATO have pulled out their troops
and abandoned their bases there. The Taliban’s
prominent faction is backed by Pakistani ISI.
The two put together, its lethality against India
and Afghanistan is unpredictable. The Taliban
claims to be closerfto seizing power; but, at the
same time, aerial bombings on the militants have

killed hundreds.

What adds to this lethality of the Taliban,
vis-a-vis India, is also the close link that it is
establishing with the Chinese. Taliban’s chief
political negotiator Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar reached up to foreign minister Wang Yi this
week in its first formal engagement with the
Chinese, and perhaps succeeded in pulling down
the government led by Ashraf Ghani. A mix of
Pakistan, Taliban and China is a prescription for
se(ious trouble for India. The huge investments

that India has made in Afgl

tan to strengthen

goodwill between the two nations, over decades,
might now come to naught. How the evolving
scenario would impact the militancy and terror-
ismin the Sub Continent and their impact on the
Indian side of Kashmir are anybody’s guess. At
the same time, China has ks own problems of
Islamic militancy in its western sector.
Mechanisms to counter the Chinese designs
inthe region are ofequal importance to boththe
US and India. The four-nation alliance of Quad
involving the US, Japan, Australia and India is
principally aimed at checking Chinese designs
in the Indo-Pacific region. While Blinken dis-
cussed human rights and other aspects too and
put across the US views vis-a-vis CAA and is-
sues related to minorities, these involve a sense
of understanding and corrective steps would
follow. His meeting with a representative of
the Dalai Lama has sent out the right signals to

the Chinese.

Letters to the F.ditor

Let’s get
vaccinated &
save ourselves

& others

Editor,

There is no denying that
this new normal that has
forced us to recalibrate our
lives is far from easy. The
elderly, the youth, students,
professionals, teachers, of-
fice goers, workers and daily
wage earners, entrepreneurs,
are all going through their
share of hardship and pain.
While the elderly are forced
to stay home and not ex-
pose themselves, students
«in schools, colleges and uni-
versities are equally forced
to adjust to a new mode of
teaching-learning that is
cumbersome. While every
section of the society is
going through its share of
trials and tribulations, it
must be acknowledged that
those suffering the most are
the daily wage earners and
small businesses that are
struggling to make ends meet

to bring food to the kitchen.
The pandemic has indeed
spared none!

Like the other states in
the country, Meghalaya too
is trying to get back to nor-
mal and relax restrictions,
by regulating movements
and opening up shops and
offices. However, the dai-
ly COVID-19 update still
shows an alarming increase
in the number of people in-
fected as well as the number
of deaths. With authorities
confirming that 100% of
infected cases are of the
Delta variant that mutates
rapidly with short exposure,
the only shield against Covid
is the vaccine. It has indeed
been very challenging for
the government to create
awareness and make people
understand the need to get
themselves vaccinated to
safeguard themselves as well
as others. Each one of us
have come across those who
question the worthiness of
the vaccine and express their
lack of faith in its efficacy.
Some are so ignorant and
adamant that all efforts at
convincing them have fallen

(SIX)

Opposition MLAs failing  Does Biden
the voters of Meghalaya

The caption of my article
might sound strange. Ruling
party MLAs are having a field
day because the Opposition is
sleep-walking. There are time
they are garrulous and then
go completely silent as ifthey
have taken a break to watch
the Olympics. Or they prefer
to leads lives that are worry
free. It is left to the media to
unearth issues of corruption
and scams.

It is strange that as vot-
ers we expect miracles to
happen after every election
even when we vote those
very people with no human or
intellectual qualities except
that they have the wealth to
bribe us voters a couple of
days before voting day. The
large majority ofvoters don’t
care after that. It’s just the
few gadflies that the elected
government would rather
not listen to, that continue to
plague it with questions and
point out its flaws. And then
of course there is the media!
And here | must also point
out that the Opposition Con-
gress, barring a few MLAs
is also quite happy to see
things slide at a rapid pace,
whichever indicators
we use to measure the
achievements of this
state. Look at some of
the projects that were
started since the 1980s
like the Crowborough
Hotel. Why do suc-
cessive governments
allow such projects
to hang fire? Who is
benefitting from this
status quo? And that’s
just one project; there
are many others too..

Recently, Union
Home Minister, Amit
Shah was asked to
inaugurate the Inter-

State Bus Terminal

(ISBT) when it is a

factthatitis incomplete. The
Shillong Times reported this
but the next day there was a
rejoinder from the Transport
Department. Thisprojectwas
started sometime in 2013 at
an approximate cost of Rs
40 crore and the contract
wentto acompany inwhich a
minister ofthe MDA Govern-
menthas a directinterest. Our
reporters went to the ISBT
before the inauguration and
reported accordingly. Fol-
lowing the inauguration, our
reporters again visited the
ISBT to ascertain the claims
ofthe Transport Department
and see whether the ISBT
was operational. Surprisingly
they were stopped by plain-
clothes policemen. Why?
What is the Transport De-
partmenttrying to hide? And
since when have policemen
been given orders to prevent
journalists from visiting a fa-
cility funded from taxpayer’s
money? Are the police now
also being used as a tool by
the Government to hide its
misdemeanours? Don’t the
police swear by the Con-
stitution too? Are they not
there to protect public, not
private interests? Why should
a member of the public be
stopped from checking if a

on deafyears.

The reason why Govern-
ment is opening things up
is for us to at least begin
to pursue our livelihoods
and make ends meet so that
gradually we can get back
to our normal lives. How
long can we continue to lock
up and restrain ourselves
from going about our daily
works? Children need to
return to their schools and
colleges and get back to a
disciplined life and to inter-
act with their teachers and
peers. The closing down of
educational institutions is
detrimental to the mental and
physical wellbeing of our
children. The elderly need
to breathe fresh air and visit
or be visited by relatives and
friends; the young need to
get back to outdoor activities
and exercise both their minds
and bodies.

Hence if we wish to stay
together we must work to-
gether. At this hour, the best
thing we can do is to get
ourselves vaccinated and
continue to maintain social
distancing, wear our masks
and wash our hands. If we

By Patricia Mukhim

public utility is complete?
This brings me to an im-!'
portantpoint about legislative
accountability that is com-
pletely lacking in Meghalaya.
Why does Meghalaya have its
assembly sessions only twice
a year - in March and Sep-

Elaka of East Jaintia Hills.
They have staged a social
media page to solicit help
from all quarters. The reason
is that the pollution in the
areais abnormally high. Ifthe
State Pollution Control Board
were to measure the pollution

“It is strange that as voters we expect miracles
to happen after every election even when
we vote those very people with no human or
intellectual qualities except that they have
the wealth to bribe us voters a couple o fdays
before voting day. The large majority ofvoters
dont care after that. 1t3just thefew gadflies
that the elected government would rather not
listen to, that continue,toplague it with
questions andpoint out itsflaws. ”

tember. There are so many
irregularities in the present
MDA Government yet the
Opposition does not deem it
fit to demand that a session
be calledto raise questions on
the several scams that have
erupted and to seek clarity
on the different schemes that

are being implemented. In
Meghalaya, it appears as if
pressure groups like Thma U
Rangli Juki (TUR) are more
informed about the inadequa-
cies of governance than the
elected representatives. It’s
only when the mediaunearths
the irregularities that the Op-
position MLASsjump to raise
questions, but again through
the media when they should
be demanding that such ques-

levels itwould reveal thatthe
place is no longer liveable.
The question here is (a) who
has given clearances and
permission for setting up so
many coke plants whose raw
material is coal. If rat hole
coal mining is banned then
where do the coke factories

source their coal from? Actu-
ally, this is a case of blatant
and shameless political lying.
And who should call this
bluff if not the Opposition
MLASs? Why are they silent
on this? Why are they vocal
only on some issues and not
on others? Opposition MLAS
should ilemember that they
too will bejudged on the is-
sues they raise on behalf of
the people. They cannot get

“Why does Meghalaya have its assembly
sessions only twice ayear —in March
and September. There are so many
irregularities in the present MDA
Governmentyet the Opposition does not deem
itfit to demand that a session be called to
raise questions on the several scams that have
erupted and to seek clarity on the different
schemes that are being implemented. ”

tions be discussed in the As-
sembly. Is that not the reason
why MLAs are elected? Or
do they think their duties
are reduced to implementing
MLA schemes?

There are organisations to-
day that are deeply concerned
about the mushrooming of
coke factories in Sutnga

fail to adhere to these SOPs
the number of cases will
escalate. To educate people
and make them understand;
to try and convince them
on the need to vaccinate
and still maintain all SOPS
imust be the responsibility of
every citizen. As citizens we
must take it upon ourselves
to inform all to safeguard
themselves. Are we ready to
face yet another lockdown?
Imagine what would another
call for a lockdown do to our
mental, physical, emotional,
social and spiritual well
being!
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Assam-
Mizoram
border clash

Editor,

The fratricide that trans-
pired along the Assam-Miz-
oram border is nothing short
of a national shame and is
an unprecedented event in
the history of independent

away by pleading that they
are in the Opposition and are
therefore powerless. That’s
absolute bunkum. All MLAs
ruling and Opposition have
the same mandate - to serve
public interest and to keep
that interest uppermost.

The presence of the State
Pollution Control Board too

India. The death of six As-
sam Police personnel in the
unwarranted firefight is ex-
tremely unfortunate and calls
for immediate intervention
and thorough investigation
from the highest authorities
of the land. The failure of
the government machinery
to diffuse the situation on
either side is amatter of great
concern given the sensitivity
ofthe region. Itis in the best
interest ofboth the State gov-
ernments to maintain peace
and harmony in the disputed
area and prevent further es-
calation of any kind.

Interestingly, in the last
few months,- there has been
a sudden rise in border skir-
mishes at several segments
simultaneously along As-
sam’s territorial boundary
with other States. One might
wonder whether a larger
political game might be at
play ahead ofthe crucial na-
tional elections which might
destabilise the prospects of
the North-East Democratic
Alliance.

Establishing peace in the
Northeast has been a hard-
earned effort. After decades

does not draw any comfort.
What pollution is the Board
checking when they appear
to be giving clearances to all
manner ofpolluting industries
in the State? Is the Board
actually facilitating pollution
and endangering our col-
lective health? What do the
people of Sutnga do whenthe
State Government refuses to
listen to them? They will be
left with no alternative but to
approach the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). But has the
NGT too become a toothless
tiger? And who is actually
benefitting from these coke
factories? Who are the direct
beneficiaries who are making
their millions at the cost of
the health of the residents of
Sutnga? The MLA of Sutnga-
Shangpung constituency,
Shitlang Pale belongs to the
Congress. We have not heard
him speak a word to the me-
dia or in the Assembly on the
issue of coke plants that are
poisoning the very air that
his people are breathing. Not
only that but even the water
they drink is laced with acid
mine drainage. What sort of
an MLA is Pale when
he does not even care
aboutthe health ofhis
own people? e
Recently the As-
sembly Committee
on Environment had
visitedthe area. When
are they making their
reportspublic? Isthere
not a time line when
the report should be
tabled in the Assem-
bly? Hence isn’t an
Assembly session due
now? If Parliament
can meetthrice ayear
why can’tthe state as-
sembly do so?
Recently the MLA
of Nongpoh, May-
ralbom Syiem had given a
call for an Assembly session
to discuss the border issue.
This is imperative because
the recent border skirmish
needs to be debated in the
Assembly. More so when
tussle erupted just 48 hours
after the Assam CM met his
Meghalaya counterpart in
Shillong. We wonder now
what the two CMs discussed
that emboldened the Assam
CM to return and start a war
at several fronts - Mizoram,
Nagaland, Meghalaya simul-
taneously. Surely this is not
what is called a give and take
agreement. This is all ‘take’
and no give. And it is done
with deliberate impudence
because the man thinks he is
virtually the Prime Minister
ofNorth East India, by virtue
ofbeing President, NEDA.
Our own MLAs and our
CM have been visiting the
Assam CM in Guwabhati to
pay obeisance to him. We are
not sure what favours they
have gone to seek for that will
always be a closely guarded
secret. So, is it any surprise
that he should feel he has the
right to squeeze out every
inch of land from the states
adjoining Assam?

of insurgencies and political
instability, the region has
slowly begun to bury the
ghost of the past and adopt
development as the new
mantra and contribute to
nation building. Issues like
territorial disputes which can
result in animosity among
indigenous communities
will only help derail all
peace building efforts and
hinder development in the
region. Assam, as a respon-
sible State, must play the
bigger role in resolving the
boundary disputes through
consensus, compromises and
confidence building. Mean-
while, other States should
also realise the futility of
such territorial claims and
work together with Assam
for an amicable settlement.
Yours etc.,
Himangka Kaushik
Guwahati, Assam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

trust India?

By Ambassador T PSreenivasan

An eagerly anticipated
visitby United States Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken
in the context ofthe Taliban
advancing towards Kabul
with assurances of Chinese
and Pakistani support did not
result in the formation ofa
strategy to prevent a Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan by
force. It seemed to be an
exercise in pursuit of the
US global agenda of which
Afghanistan was not a prior-
ity anymore. The pictures
of Taliban leaders being
feted in China were flashed
in the media even when
Blinken and External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar were discuss-
ing Afghanistan. But they
merely repeated their pious
wishes for a democratic,
stable, inclusive government
in Kabul.

Blinkenrevealed no strat-
egy to stop the forceful take-
over ofKabul by the Taliban,
but merely reiterated the

US commitment to remain
engaged in Afghanistan and
to support the Ashraf Ghani
government without any
elaboration of the nature of
such support. He seemed to
expect that Pakistan would
play a role and restrain the
Taliban so that the US inter-
ests in Afghanistan would be
protected.

The India-US partner-
ship in Afghanistan was
not raised as a possibility
in.bringing about stability
in the region. Nor was there
any agreement on any kind
of division of labour be-
tween India and the US with
respect to Afghanistan.

Blinken characterised
most of the ingredients of
the growing 'vital India-US
relationship' as a 'work in
progress' including democ-
racy in both countries, Indo-
Pacific strategy, the Quad
and COVID-19, indicating
thatthe Biden administration
had not reached final judg-
ment on any of these.

His meetings with Ti-
betan representatives and
activists on India's domestic
issues such as the CAA,
farm laws and others indi-
cated that he had his own
agenda to pursue in Delhi.
There was atime when India
denied the facility for the
American representative for
Tibetan affairs to meet the
Dalai Lama in India not to
provoke China, butthe open
meeting with Tibetan leaders
this time was a departure
from existing practice.

'One ofthe elements that
Americans admire most
about India is the steadfast
commitment to its people to
democracy, pluralism, to hu-
man rights and fundamental
freedoms,' Blinken said, but
went about examining the-
way India functioned in a
quest for 'self-correcting
mechanisms' to "repair chal-
lenges' to democracy. India,
on the contrary, had not east
any aspersions ofdemocracy
in the US even when an
insurrection threatened to
reverse the election results.

Blinken's preoccupation
with China did not seem
to include the emerging
China-Pakistan axis in Af-
ghanistan, but he stressed the
importance ofthe Quad and
announced President Biden's
intention of convening a face
to face meeting of the Quad
without delay. There was
also talk of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi visiting
Washington later this year.

India-US relations in fu-

ture, it appeared, would re-
volve around containment of
China, though Blinken made
itapointto say that the Quad
was not a military alliance
for India's sake. Jaishankar
added in good measure that
China should not see any
action by other countries as
being aimed at China. There
was no indication, however,"
that the impasse on the Line
of Actual Control was dis-
cussed or the US had shared
any assessment of China's
intentions in pausing disen-
gagement in the remaining
sectors in Ladakh.
Blinken's meeting with
the Tibetan leaders may only
have aggravated the situa-
tion on the Line of Actual
Control. There has been a
stiffening of the-US posi-
tion on Tibet even during
the Trump administration.
President Trump had signed
a Tibetan Support Act in
2020 which had certain new:
elements. The US expressed

its intention to open a US
consulate in Lhasa and stated
that if it was not possible,,
China would not be allowed
to open any new consulate in
the US. On the selection of
the next Dalai Lama, it was
stated that only the lamas
should have a say and that
any outsiders will not be al-
lowed to interfere. Financial
provision was also made for
scholarships for Tibetan stu-
dents and also for the upkeep
oftheir camps in India. Per-
haps, the meeting with the
Tibetans was in connection
with the more proactive po-
sition with regard to Tibetan
exiles in India. In the context
of Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping's recent visit to Tibet,
the US signal in favour ofthe
Tibetans was significant.

Combatting,COVID-19
occupied a good part of the
discussion and there was a
specific commitment of $25
million to provide for vac-
cination in India. Blinken
linked the US assistance to
the timely assistance that
India gave to the US in the
initial stage ofthe pandemiQ.
No multilateral effort wars
indicated, but there was np
doubt that the US would
not be found lacking in the
case of extending support
to India. We should expect
that the US would be liberal
about intellectual property
rights of vaccines and their
components.

The competition with
China is also an element in
the COVID-19 issue as the
US is still pressing for in-
vestigating the source ofthe
'Wuhan Virus'. The Blinken
visitindicatedthatthe Biden
administration is still some-
what tentative about the
specifics of its relations with
India. The general approach
is positive, particularly in
the context of China, but
contrary to Trump's position,
there was no clear commit-
ment on Biden's partto stand
by India in the event of a
deterioration of the border
situation. This may have to
do with the fact that the US
has not yet reached definitive
conclusions about its rela-
tions with China itself and
India's role in it.

Prime Minister Modi’s
visitto Washington later this
year may be an appropriate
opportunity to work out the
equations more clearly.  -.

Ambassador T P
Sreenivasan (IFS1967) is a
former Ambassador o findia
and Governor for India of
the IAEA.
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Of Olympic medals
LOVLINA Borgohain hailing from a nonde-
script family in Golaghat Assam is the second
woman from the North East to win an Olympic
medal this time in Boxing. Lovlina has entered
the semi-finals and is assured ofabronze medal.
Earlier Mirabai Chanu of Manipur also hail-
ing from a poor family finished second in the
women's 49kg weightlifting event on July 23
winning a silver medal for the country. India
has 125 athletes in Tokyo, the country's biggest
contingent at an Olympics. Badminton player
PV Sindhu will be playing the semi-finals today;
MC Mary Kom had a sad exit at the last moment
because of a split-second decision.

Before the Olympics Lovlina had won two
World Championships bronze medals and two
Asian Championships bronze medals. In October
last year, Lovlina had tested positive for Covid
and wentthrough the treatment regimen. Before
the Tokyo Olympics she had trained at Assisi,
Italy. The story of almost all the sportspersons
from the North Eastern states who have won
medals at the Olympics is similar in that they
all come from difficult economic backgrounds
and had to struggle to be where they-are today.
The picture of Mirabai Chanu eating with her
family in a little kitchen back home is a story
ofhope and encouragement that a person’s eco-
nomic status is no deterrent to winning medals
provided the person has grit and determination.
Then there is also the training, discipline and
the support that these sportspersons get from
the state - such as the coaching facilities, al-
lowances for a proper diet and nutrition and
participation in the world championship events
that give them the exposure to compete with the
best and therefore not to take things for granted.
This gives them the confidence to win medals
and bring glory for their country.

Another important aspect is to catch these
promising sportspersons young so that talents
are honed and nurtured early in life. In India
there has been a lot of politics in selecting
sportspersons when the criterion should be just
o%ﬁittﬂpi_r potential and the spui_i,k they shgw in
overcoming me hurdles that life throws at them.
It must be amoment ofpride for the people and
governments of Manipur and Assam that they
have one Olympic medal winner each. These
states must have done something right in iden-
tifying sporting talent from the back ofbeyond
and not just from the state capital. Coming to
our state ofMeghalaya, it is time that due atten-
tion is paid to finding and ensuring that those
potential sportspersons get the best of training
and financial support. For that the state has to
have a vision and work towards making that

vision a reality.

Letters to the I.ditor

The elected
have no vision
for Meghalaya

Editor,

There were over-expec-
tations from the visit of the
Union Home Minister, Amit
Shahthathe would give clear
answers on the demand for
the Inner Line Permit. But
his tentativeness on the mat-
ter and as reports came in that
Shah did take much interest
inthe matter except for a few
grins and smiles there was
a sense of being let down.
In my opinion the ILP issue
should have been left to the
civil society pressure groups.
Our elected representatives
should have spoken more
on the inter-state border is-
sue with Assam, on invest-
ment, improvement of the
existing state infrastructure
in all sectors and above all
ensuring that our educated
youth have access to jobs in
centrally funded institutions.
Unfortunately, all that was
hardly discussed. The MLA
from Mawkyrwat briefed
the Home Minister about
an incomplete road project
in his area. We are lagging
behind in so many areas and
sectors and unemployment is
soaring. Will the ILP help in
reducing this unemployment
scenario? What has been
proven yet again is that our
MLASs have no vision for the
state. Each one thinks only of
his/her constituency.

Yours etc.,
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Shillong

Facts are
sacred:;
opinions free

Editor,

Apropos of the letter by
TS Haokip published on
July 21, 2021 the writer has
not refuted what | wrote on
July 13, 2021. By referring
to the book, “The Anglo-
Kuki war, 1917-1919: A
Frontier Uprising Against
Imperialism During the First
World War,” published by
Routledge, the writer tries
to reaffirm that the Kuki
resistance against the Brit-
ish was a great Anglo-Kuki
war primarily in defence
of their ancestral land. The
book he referred to, is an
edited book in which major-
ity ofthe contributors ofthe
papers are Kukis. Therefore,
he is not providing any sub-
stantial evidence to support
his grossly distorted state-
ment earlier. It is as good as
producing one more copy
of the previous one without
producing new evidence to
the contested point.

Another so called evi-
dence he has brought is:
“The British Museum cur-
rently displays “Thinkho-
Malcha” which is a custom-
ary oath performed by the
Kuki chiefs when declaring
war against the invading
British in 1917”. This only
refers to that historical event
ofprotestmovement against
the forcible recruitment for
the Labour Corps during the
First War in France which
I did not deny and which
is irrelevant. What | am

For those obstinately
wanting to stop using the
term “Central government”
even casually and replace it
with special efforts with the
term “Union government”,
though nobody is opposing
and Constitution speaks only
of“Union of States”, the real
state ofunity among the units
ofthe Union must be a cause
ofworry. They are not keen
on promoting inter-State
cooperation and collabora-
tion for mutual progress and
amicable settlement of any
differences and frequently
go to courts for legal settle-
ment of even trifling issues.
Cauvery Rights Retrieval
Committee in Tamil Nadu
tried to bum the effigies of
Karnataka Chief Minister.
Perhaps a friendly gesture
between two neighbours of
the “Union of States”!

Disputes over sharing
water among riparian States
is the outstanding issue that
divides concerned States
and provokes manifestation
of state loyalty unbecoming
of the “Union of States”.
Worse still is the importance
of State borders between two
States speaking the same lan-
guage and were till recently
part of one State. Readiness
to adopt a policy of “give
and take”, indispensable
for unity and integration, is
missing in inter-State water
relations.

There are about 25 major
river basins in India with
most rivers running across
many States. Regulation and
development of Inter-State
rivers is in the Union List
(No0.56) in the Constitution
and “water”, i.e. water sup-
plies, irrigation and canals,
drainage, storage and power
in the State List (No.17).
Role of Union comes in
entry 20 in the Concurrent
List on Economic and Social
Planning.

Tamil Nadu, which has
water disputes with all its
neighbours, has-been loudly
opposing' construction of
Mekedatu Dam by Karna-
taka over Cauvery and has
ruled out any negotiations
over the issue putting trust in
legal settlement. Karnataka
has approached the Supreme
Court staking claim to 91
tmc ft of surplus water an-
nually in the Cauvery basin
while opposing the Cauvery-
Vaigai-Gundar (CVG) link
project planned by Tamil
Nadu for transferring 45 tmc
ft of surplus water annu-
ally. This Link Projectwould
compel Karnataka to make

objecting to, is that he and
other Kukis should not un-
necessarily glorify and blow
out of proportion a protest
or resistance movement into
a big Anglo-Kuki war of
independence.

Almost all the North-
East tribal people including
the Khasi, Jaintia, Lushai
(Mizo), Garo, Dafla (Nyi-
shi), Abor(Adi-Galo), Na-
gas, Kuki (Thadou) etc, re-
sisted the British initially as
aprotest movement coupled
with perhaps other cumula-
tive reasons and causes. He
cites another example to
supporthis case and | quote:
“The Kukis, who followed
oral tradition of maintaining
records and histories would
fall victim to suppression
of their history if not for
the records found in a few
books like Colonel W L
Shakespear’s history of the
Assam Rifles”. It is Colonel
L W Shakepear who wrote
history of Assam Rifles and
not W L Shakespear. Merely
mentioning the book or drop-
ping names does not prove
anything. No one disputes
that L W Shakespear is a
chronicler of events though
serious historians regard
his book on Assam Rifles
as bunkum since he did not
have proper documents and
evidence though he partici-
pated in the suppression of
Kuki resistance. Haokip
has to prove what he claims
because | am not denying the
event of the Kuki resistance
or protest movement against
the recruitment of ‘Labour
Corp’forthe First World War
in France.

In this context, even the

Water disputes

By Dr S. Saraswathi

an advance commitment
to transfer the surplus wa-
ter. Karnataka CM has also
stated that the State would
go ahead with construction of
Mekedatu Dam irrespective
of the opposition from TN,
Kerala, and Puducherry —an
outstanding case of disunity
among States.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter has ruled out any scope
for negotiations on this issue
or any need for talks with
the other two affected States

to take on Karnataka, All
legislature parties in TN, in-
cluding the BJP, unanimously
passed a resolution in the
Assembly urging the Union
Government not to accord
permission to Karnataka for
building a dam across the
Cauvery at Mekedatu, which
isjust 4 km. from inter-State
border. Though Karnataka is
a BJP-ruled State, the BJP
Party in Tamil Nadu has
to exhibit State loyalty for
survival.

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) considered
the feasibility report of the
dam and granted permis-
sion to Karnataka to prepare
the Detailed Project Report.
Tamil Nadu has responded
to this immediately by filing
a contempt petition against
the CWC and Karnataka in
the Supreme Court. Both
sides are hoping for Govern-
ment ofIndia supportto their
stand. The Centre will hear
both parties and wait for the
apex court decisionto decide
on the matter.

Between AP and Telanga-
na, two projects —Srisailam
and Nagarjunasagar -are
under dispute leading to
constitution ofboards for Go-
davari and Krishna basins for
administration, regulation,
maintenance and operationof
projects in the river basins in
the two States which are the
main parts of Visalandhra
forwhich many leaders were
willing to sacrifice their lives.

Maram Nagas also refused
to be recruited in the La-
bour Corps. Haokip has to
produce concrete documents
and evidence to show that
they fought against the Brit-
ish primarily in defence of
their ancestral land. Haokip
is contradicting himself by
making the following state-
ment: “That Kukis have
foughtthe British at the helm
oftheir glory has been a fact
many wish to sweep under
the carpet. The British did
their best to underplay the
great uprising by adopting
a strategy to hide their most
humiliating encounters”. He
repeatedly claims and as-
serts the so called great war
against the British without
substantiation. He does not
even show the distinction
between war and resistance/
protest movement. To give
one example, the British ex-
peditions againstthe Angami
Nagas lasted nearly half a
century from 1832-1880,
still 1 will not call it as the
Anglo-Angami Naga war
whereas Kuki resistance
lasted about three years.

To reiterate my conten-
tion, as far as possible, one
should be objective, im-
partial and balanced and
not allow subjective biases
and prejudices into one’s
writing.

To quote another state-
ment of Haokip, “It must
be mentioned that Manipur
has a history of commu-
nal clashes wherein more
than thousand Kukis were
massacred allegedly by the
NSCN (IM) in the 90s”. Itis
true that in 1959 Kuki-Hmar
clash, 1993 Meitei-Pangal
clash, 1992-97 Naga-Kuki

States Reorganisation Com-
mission (1956.) considered
bringing the two basins of
Godavari and Krishna under
a unified control and recom-
mended formation ofaunited
AP. A major point on which
the Telangana Movement
thrived was allegations of
uneven distribution of river
waters. Such is the power of
water rising above language
affinity.

AP has moved the Su-

preme Court over the “unjust
usage” ofKrishnariver water
by upper riparian state of
Telangana in “contravention
ofthe directions” of Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) and violating the
water allocation by Bachavat
Tribunal.

Palar that starts in Karna-
taka flows through the dry
areas of Rayalaseema in AP
and enters TN with little
water. AP has increased the
height of a check dam on
their side ofthe river once in
2014 and again commenced
work in 2019 for further
increase in height which TN
considers to be a violation
of a 30-year-old agreement
between Mysore State and
then Madras Presidency.

A dispute over Mahadayi
river between Goa, Karna-
taka, and Maharashtra was
taken to court asthe reportof

Jbs tribunal setup to resolve -~

the issue was not accepted by
the parties.

River water disputes are
not confined to South India.
Comparatively water rich
States in northern and east-
ern India also face similar
problems when the interests
of two or more States are
involved.

Construction of Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
is cause for dispute between
Punjab and Haryana show-
ing that States cannot unite
by their own volition though

clash, 1997-1998 Kuki- Paite
clash and 2015 Meitei-Kuki
clash at Moreh had occurred
in the recent past. But while
describing the communal
clashes he exposes his par-
tial and distorted writing. It
is not NSCN-IM that killed
the Kukis, rather villagers
ofboth Nagas and Kukis di-
rectly or indirectly supported
by the respective militants of
NSCN-IM and KNA (Kuki
National Army) killed each
other. For his information,
the NNC (Naga National
Council) openly condemned
the Naga-Kuki conflict as
some Kukis from Nagaland
state are also in the NNC
and other Naga political
factions. It is true that the
number of casualties and
house burning on the side of
the Kukis ismuch higherbut
that does not mean no Nagas
were Killed or their houses
not burnt. Haokip’s writings
are is either one sided or
distorted. This is precisely
what | am pointing out.
Lastly to quote another
statement: “Mao could thus
be forgiven for harbouring
enmity towards the Kukis
and their history”. In point-
ing out distorted and preju-
diced writing, | cannot be
accused of having ulterior
motives or of harbouring
hostility towards the Kukis.
My sincere appeal is that
in order to prevent future
possible communal clashes
anywhere one should be
as faithful to the facts as
possible regarding any past
event.
Yours etc.,
Xavier Mao
Department of Philosophy
NEHU, Shillong

Glve & take” missing

these two were united as one
till 1966. Punjab unilater-
ally terminated water shar-
ing agreements pertaining to
rivers Ravi and Beas with
other States in 2004 which
was set aside by the Supreme
Court. The Infuriated Punjab
Government vowed not to
release “a single drop of Wa-
ter” to Haryana. It is reported
that Punjab Chief Minister
then said, “My government
will not accept the ruling
of any court on sharing of
river water via SYL canal
and Punjab is ready for any
sacrifice for this”. Punjab
demanded royalty for Sut-
lej water from non-riparian
States -- Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Delhi. Haryanatold the
Delhi Government to dig its
own canal to take its share of
water to Delhi.

States behave like warring
groups in sharing river water.
Itprovoked aBench ofthe SC
to remind them to stick to the
basic principle that a “State
cannot, through legislation,
do an act in conflict with
the judgement of the high-
est court which has attained
finality”.

Even within a linguistic
State water disputes are com-
mon. A group of farmers in
Theni district in western
Tamil Nadu are protesting
against Madurai Corpora-
tion’s project to draw drink-
ing water from Mullaperiyar
Dam. It reflects the state
of unity between districts
within a unit of the Union
of States.

Any compromise is seen
asaninfringementofa State’s
rights and betrayal of the
interests of one’s State. The
contending State is seen as an
adversary and not a friendly
neighbour with whom the
available natural resource is
to be shared. Water sharing
is a contentious issue for
drawing water from a public
tap by nearby residents as
well as for sharing a common
river A gr.

In water disputes, no State
is willing to concede even a
single point to the opponent
State though the concept
of cooperative federalism
is widely accepted as most
advantageous to unite this
multilingual country. It shows
the quality of cooperative fed-
eralism working in India. We
have to evolve suitable ap-
proaches to strengthen unity
among the units of Indian
Union as a matter of utmost
urgency. —INFA

(The writer is former
Director, ICSSR, New Delhi)

Don’t be slaves
to social media

Editor,

Nowadays social mediais
no longer anew thing for the
internet literates. Undoubt-
edly social media has many
advantages but this does not
mean that it does nothave its
downsides. The advantages
and disadvantages depend
on how we use social media.
The few negatives include
wastage of time and being
stalked by cyber-criminals
that lure people. What |
want to focus on here is that
we should know how to use
social media. Spending too
much time on social media
is harming students and the
youth because it becomes
and addiction. This might
affect their academic perfor-
mance as well astheir mental
health. Its time to selfregu-
late the use of social media
and not allow it to control
us. Instead, we should know
be holding the remote on
social media use. Unless we
understand that social media
is a servants we are atrisk of
bringing Albert Einstein’s
quote to pass, “l fear the
day technology will surpass
our human interaction, the
world will have a generation
of idiots”.

Yours etc.,

Dr. Mebandabha Rabon
Dy.Librarian

Captain Williamson
Memorial Govt. College,
Baghmara
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the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
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Don’t consign working
households to peril

India’s labour
policy needs to be
more humane

By Dr. Gyan Pathak

Majority of working
households in India have
been undergoing an unprec-
edented hardship ever since
the countrywide lockdown
was announced on March
24, 2020. They remained
largely uncovered by any
social security schemes on
the one hand and only 28
per cent of them had salary
earnings or regular wages -
in rural areas only 12.9 per
centand in urban areas 41.3
per cent. About 14.7 per
centhouseholds inthe urban
areas and 9.1 per cent in
the rural areas did not have
any income from economic
activities.

These figures are revealed
inthe Periodic Labour Force
Survey July 2019 - June
2020 published recently by
NSO. When the. country
was locked down without
any preparation we had 72
per cent of the household
who had no regular wage or
salaried income - 56.9 per
cent in the urban areas and
87.1 per cent in the rural
areas which was 30.2 per
cent more than urban areas.
At that time casual labour
in the rural areas were 24.8
per cent and self-employed

were 53.2 per cent. For the
urban areas these figures
were 11.5 per cent and 30.7
per cent respectively. There
is MGNRGA scheme for
providing employmentin the
rural areas fro*nwhich only
casual labour household
could get some benefit, but
inthe urban areas there isno
such schemes.

Thusthe unprepared lock-
down had devastating effect
onworking household in the
country who actually needed
more humane policy thanthe
Modigovernmenthas shown
thereafter. In the midst ofthe
crisis when labour market
is yet to open up fully, the
Centre has come out with
four labour codes that the
working class - trade unions
and employees unions - has
called ‘anti-labour” while
majority of non-wage and
non-salary earners working
households are voiceless or
no one is listening to them.
The new labour codes are
not yet fully implemented,
but the Centre is pushing
them slowly despite the
states, business, and indus-
tries are not fully prepared
to implement them because
they are also facing the un-
precedented crisis after the
pandemic.

The survey reveals that
self-employed peo,ple in
agriculture sector were little
less at 37.7 per centin 2019
compared to 37.8 per cent
in 2017. In non-agriculture
activities these figures were
155 and 14.3 per cent. It
means agriculture sector was
supporting lesser number of
work-force, and then return-
ing ofthe labour force from
the cities after the pandemic
has increased the load on
agriculture even more, de-
terioration the overall condi-
tion ofthe agriculture labour.
Many ofthe returnees started
working in non-agriculture
activities but it was able to
support on 15.5 per cent of
the household prior to the
pandemic. It deteriorated the
already paltry earnings of
the working households de-
pending on non-agricultural
activities.

Is should be also a matter
ofserious concern as to why
the number of households
without income from eco-
nomic activities inthe urban
areas were on the rise even
before the pandemic struck
the country. Percentage of
such households grew from
14.4 per cent in 2017-18 to
14.7 per cent in 2019-20.
There was one percentage

point offall in the rural areas
in this category from 10.1 to
9.1 per cent during this pe-
riod. This percentage is very
high in absolute numbers if
keep in mind the 140 crore
population in the country.
Labour force participa-
tion rate (LFPR) on current
weekly status (CWS) basis,
was 38.3 percent in 2019-20.
The female participation was
only 20 per cent as against
the male participation of 56
per cent. It means our labour
policies were not able to pro-
vide much needed work to
women which was required
to their economic empow-
erment despite publicity
blaze ofthe government. The
female participation in the
urban areas were even less at
17.5 per cent while in rural
areas it was 21.1 per cent.
Women are worst hit during
the pandemic despite theirs
being the main care giver of
the society, and were in the
forefront duriiig the corona
battle even as doctors and
nurses. Their pathetic condi-
tions need urgent attention.
As for LFPR for youth
between the age group 15-
29, it was far worse than
LFPR forall categories in all

the four quarters ofthe year
2019-20 under survey which
were 20.6, 19.2, 21.1, and
34.7 per cent respectively.
It also demands special at-
tention because future ofour
youth was already at stake
prior to the pandemic. The
lockdown of the economy
and its disruption during
implementation of the con-
tainment measures has fur-
ther been pushing them to
great distress.

The survey has made a
separate category for Work-
ing Population Ratio (WPR).
It is the percentage ofpopu-
lation employed in total
population, not only as per-
centage ofthe labour force as
in LFPR. The WPR in 2019-
20 on CWS basis, was only
35 per cent - 50.8 per cent
for male and 18.6 per cent
for female. For rural areas
it was even less at 33.6 pea
cent- male 51.2 per cent and
female 15.4 per cent. For ur-
ban areas the WPR was 35:5
per cent only a half point
better than the rural areas.
For males in the urban areas
it was 50.6 per cent and for
female 19.9 per cent. Condi-
tions ofemployment in even
the category ofregular wage
and salaried employees were
pathetic. A total of 67.3 pfer
cent workers had no written
job contracts, which meafis
they had insecured employ-
mentin 2019-20 - male 68"1
per cent and female 65 per
cent. In urban areas 66.8 per
cent - 66.3 per cent male,
and 68.2 per cent female,
and in rural areas 68.3 per
cent- 70.9 per centmale and
58.7 per cent female had no
writtenjob contract.

It was the same Modi
government under whose
dispensation such a pathet-
ic condition prevailed for
working classjust before the
pandemic struck India. There
was a demand to improve
the working conditions and
increasing the availability of
jobs, but Modi government
came with four labour codes
that do not aim to mitigate
the pathetic conditions ofthe
working class but to make
business and industries more
profitable without providing
social security for working
households. Economic re-
covery plans must keep the
labour force at its centre, as
it is generally agreed world
over, including the ILO,
World Bank, IMF, and the
UN. Modi government must
heed to this suggestion. (IPA
Service)



