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“Bigotry tries to keep truth safe in its hand
with a grip thatKkills it.”

Rabindranath Tagore
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Crisis demands statesmen at the helm
MEGHALAYA is presently caught in a hind on the
51 year old Reservation Policy. The subject isemo-
tive and has unfortunately become a vote-gathering
ploy forall political parties. The Policy crafted even
before Meghalaya was a full- fledged state, has for
a while now been seen to suffer from infirmities of
being disproporiional. In a state with three major
tribes the Reservation Policy has segmented the
tribes according to language and region. Tribes
speaking one language and occupying one region

of the State

:hc Khasi-Jaintia community have

been allocated 40% seats forjobs ami education; the
Garos 40%; the minor tribes 5% and 15% of seats
are unreserved or left open to general categories of

citizens from the State.

At the time of its conception the Reserv

Policy might have seemed fairand equitable in view
ofGaro Hills being relatively backward in terms of
quality educational opportunities and other devel-
opment backlogs. But every Reservation Policy is
meant to be reviewed at least after every ten years to
check whether fworks and if the respective tribes
are able to fill the vacancies arising from time to
time or whether the more forward tribes residing
closer to the state capital are taking away the share
of those that do not ostensibly qualify despite the
relaxations in .scores etc. That assessment would
have been possible had there been a record of all
appointments made and who got what percentage
of the rcservec seats. Unfortunately, Meghalaya
did not have a single statesman to detect this major
lacuna. It took the High Court of Meghalaya to point
to this administrative oversight and to question the
state for not maintaining a Roster to record these
details in all these years. Without a Roster how does
the State know if one community has garnered the
vacancy of the other and how that is being adjusted

in subsequent years.

The Reservation Policy is a sensitive issue sim-
ply because it has been used as a political tool.
And that is precisely the reason why Meghalaya
is facing this predicament. Some of the best minds
represented their people in the State Legislature but
they never once raked up the issue of proportional
representation based on the population of the tribes.
The 40:40:5:15 ratio in the Reservation Policy has
remained the benchmark for 50 years without any
record of who gained and who lost out. Now that a
Roster System is being worked out flic fear of the

Khasi

tia community is of retrospective imple-

mentation of the Reservation Policy which they feel
would deprive Ihe youth of this community of their
due share. This, without considering that the same
community hadgarnered the vacancies ofthe Garos
in the past when they failed to meet the set bench-
marks. Resolving this would require statesmanship
and not politics. Meghalaya, unfortunately has not
produced a statesman in a very' long time.

Be brave,

Mr MP!

Editor,

There is an old saying
“A man is only as good as
his words.' When the Rajya
Sabha MP, who also happens
to be the state president of
NPP, started wading into the
Constitution with regards
to the State Reservation
Policy and his subsequent
challenge for a debate to the
“highly intellect” members
of the Opposition party,
we. the commor citizens,
waited with bated breath
for its fruition. Indeed, the
time is ripe that ihe public
gets to witness some highly
constructive debates, and
what better than the subject
that has captivated every
thinking citizen of the state
Unfortunately when the Op-
position party vis-a-vis. a
neutral agency in the form of
St.Anthony’s College agreed
to conduct such a debate, the
wary politician chose to back
out instead. This reminds
us of the phrase coined by
our folklore "Ksan rympei
rcm dorbar.” Nevertheless,
it seemed like this particular
individual was trying to
"test the waters” and did
not expect to receive an af-
firmative answer. Let us give
him the benefit of the doubt
though, maybe, an engage-
ment somewhere did hold
him back, and so our humble
appeal to our Honourable
MP to accept this debate at
a later date, to enable the
general public to get some
idea about this "paramount
subject” which has become
a "thorn" for the ruling party

lately, besides, o fcourse, wc
also get a “sneak peek" on
the kind of representation
we have in the Rajya Sabha
today.
s etc..
Lawrence Pherliam Sumer.
Viaemail

Is the
Education
Minister
dangling a red
herring?

Kditor,

Pardon me forbeinga wet
rag when the primary focus
in the news of late, even in
letters to the editor, is the
quota policy review. But the
report. "Govt panel to dig up
cause of GH schools’ poor
show " (ST May 31. 2023)
compels me to respond

The learned and honour-
able minister must get his
priorities right! Iapplaud all
measures he proposes, how-
ever. he must bring clarity
to. “the stakeholders...". Will
studentsand teachers be part
of this group?

However, my true focus
is the Minister's, "within a
couple of weeks." promise.
And what will be done in
the interim period when the
leaching learning transac-
tions at the grassroots is be-
ing carnal out? Will classes
be suspended till after'stake-
holders' come up with a
workable blueprint or road-
map for this academic year?
Prioritise so students don't
miss out on academics. Go
in for radical (temporary, ad
hoc or even part time) mea-

(SI1X)

Where will demand for review Grief Support: After
of Reservation Policy take us?

With the indefinite strike
of VPP's president strike.
Arden Miller Basaiawmoit
the state is in disarray. The
culprit is the state's 50 year
old Reservation Policy (RP)
Framed under clause 4 of
Article 16 o fthe Constitution
thatempowers slates to make
rules to reserve adequate
public employment repre-
sentation to any backward
class or classes, the 12th
January, 1972 notified policy
equally assigns 40% each of
the state government jobs
for the Khasi (and Jaintia)
and Garo communities leav-
ing 5% for other indigenous
tribes and the remaining 15%
for the general category.
The VPP's contention is that
the RP is not based on the
demographic composition.
In accordance with the last
census, since population of
the Khasi-Jaintia community
is larger, around 15 lakhs as
compared to 9 lakhs of the
Garo community, the former
deserves a bigger share. The
VPP is convinced that this
out-dated 'Office Memoran-
dum’ needs to be reviewed
and revamp. The VPP'sdcci-
sion to go for the kill, how-
ever. has not gone down well
with the Garo ‘brother?; and
sisters.’ Pressure groups and
civil society in the western
part have not already reiter-
ated that anything less is
unacceptable to them. The
region still lags behind and
therefore, meritsto enjoy the
present share.

Will Meghalaya turn

into Manipur?

It is feared the RP will
virtually split the state in
two. With the ever growing
support for the VPP the alarm
is not unfounded. Though the
VPP has repeatedly clarified
that they have no divisive
intention and that their agita-
tion is not to grab the rights
of others, yet their regular
reference to the population
composition has naturally
made Garo Hills suspicious.
It is not only the Garo citi-
zenswho interpret the VPP's
posturing as communal but
many in Kthisi-Jdiniia Hills
too agree with the assess-
ment. The Congress and
the TMC have kept almost
silent. Even the UDP and
the HSPDP who included
the review of the RP in their
lastelection's manifestos are
sober to avoid animosities
between the two major tribes
Flic government, of course,
has refused to entertain the
demand of the VPP terming
the RP very sensitive

Will RP turn Meghalaya
into Manipur? This may be
too farfetched but it must
be noted tliat the detestable
ethnic clash in Manipur is
not due to a single reason.

sures post haste, targeting
learning outcomes, because
wc know by the time the
government gets it’s finger
on the pulse and comes out
with the new implementa-
tions to be enforced, the year
will have gone by.
| shake my head in dis-
belief reading the closing
para of the report. Is not this
acrime!
Yours ctc.,
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - 19

Crisscross of

confusion

Editor,

Shillong is definitely a
very beautiful and scenic hill
town of India. The city of
Shillong is blessed in every
way intermsofclimatc itis
temperate and mild, in terms

By Albert Tliyrniang

It is a conglomeration of
many reasons over a period
of time. One is the sharp di-
vide between Imphal valley
and the surrounding Hills.
The divide is more than
geographical The Imphal
plain, mainly inhabited by
the Meiteis. is much more
developed. Itis the seat of
power. Govcnment offices,
hospitals, schools, colleges,
universities and different
institutes (state and central)
arc all located in 10 % ter-
ritory of Impttal. The staff
in these institutions and the
government employees are
dominated by the Meiteis
Development is concen-
trated in Implal valley. The
tribes, though possess 90%
of Manipur have nothing in
the hills. The* are certainly
justified in tleir vehement
opposition agiinst attempts
to eonvert th? whole state
intoa ST zona Ifthe land is
taken away tiibals literally
have nothing left

The same scenario is al-
ready prevailing in Megha-
laya. Shillong is the Imphal
of Meghalaya. Centres for
trade, education and health
are mainly in tie state capital
(and Tura to a limited ex-
tend). Just the other day stu-
dents in Jowaicomplaincd of
the lack of basic necessities
in their institutions. Colleges
in Shillong are mumcrious
while in districts like South
West Khasi Hi Is, South Garo
Hills. Fast Jairtia Hills, East-
ern West there is barely one,
that too ill-equipped. The
Garo Hill region has been
complaining for long o fstep
motherly treatment of suc-
cessive governments. Anger
is bound to creep in when the
opportunity of employment
is potentially reduced.

Today it is claimed that
the Meiteis wire denied ST
status in 1950 but actually
the exclusion was their own
choice. They did not wish
to be paralleled with the
‘backward'tribes o fthe hills
They contemptuously called
tribals ilao". During the re-
centriots that uere unleashed
on the Kuki-Zomi tribes the
abusive words I1ao thu were
liberally used by mobs.

It is obsened that a sec-
tion ofus consider ourselves
a somewhat superior breed.
We dcrogatorily refer to
our counterparts as ‘muid’
(buffalos). Polarisation was
already apparent during last
elections. Ga'o hills voted
for NPP and TMC because
the leadership hail from
that region. Khasi Hills pre-
ferred regional parties and
the Congress for the same
reason. The gap threatened

namely, it shows thatwe arc
an undisciplircd people, that
wec havean unorganized and
unsystematic civic adminis-
tration and that we have a
“chalta hai" attitude. Even
in Guwahati the situation
is much better and there is
some sort oforder. What is
revealed in our city is the
lack of cental organization
and systcmaiization where
each department uccms to
work independently with-
out any conmon planning.
The consequence of such a
haphazard policy by those
responsible in the govern-
ment, is the present messwc
secall along our streets. It is
not impossible to redress the
matter if the government has
the political will.

The Urbar Development
Department should take up
the issue with the depart-

to widen further when parties
from Khasi Hills attempted
to fonn a government sans
the NPP. Will RP lead to
acrimony between the two
parties? Will the RP create

view the RP. But after elec-
tions they conveniently for-
get their commitment. They
couldn‘twait to ally with the
NPP to fonn MDA-2 know-
ing fully well that the senior
partner is on a different page
on the RP. They have practi-
cally kept mum so far. Their
i arc mere voting

an schism? Me-
ghalaya may not burn like
Manipur but the clamours for
separate states will be louder.
If Meghalaya disintegrates
historians somewhere down
the line point might point to
the RP demand as a contrib-
uting cause.
Should the RP
be discussed?

1b my mind th* RP should
be debated, discussed and
deliberated. Why should
the RP be untouchable? Let
those in favour for change
present their points of view
Let those against die motion
argue for status quo. The RP
has defects like the exclu-
sion of differently-ahlcd
persons and the allowance
for non-resident Garos and
non-Garos themselves who
speak Garo. These and oth-
ers flaws need to be fixed.
The debate could be in or
outside the Assembly. It is
agood development that the
Committee headed by Am-
pareen Lyngdoh to look into
the Roster System has been
also empowered to accept
opinions on the RP. Itisa be-
ginning in the right direction
and all should welcome it.

Is the VPP too hasty?

Before the indefinite strike
in the parking lot of the Ad-
ditional Secretariat the VPP
served a deadlineof48 hours
to the government to agree
on revisiting the RP. Given
the gravity of the issue 48
hours is too short a time. O f
course the party had brought
a failed resolution during the
last budget session in March
They have also been going
hammer and tongs on the
subject during their political
meetings. But a solution to
this complex, fragile and
controversial issue needs
time. A six month period
would have been reasonable.
The VPP wants too quick an
answer. A fast is blackmail.
Tire accusation is creating
drama for political mileage.
Even the NPP which played
politics on the border talks
and Harijan colony imbro-
glio has read the ‘extreme
step” of the VPP as prepara-
tion for the M1X" elections
next year. No one can fault
the VPP for seeking popular-
ity. The hastiness, however,
is questionable.

The UDP, HSPDP

look for votes onlv?

The UDP and HSPDP
have, in their manifestos,
promised the public to re-

would love to see its beauty
restored.

Yoursetc..

Dr. Bamcs Mawric sdb

Via email

Dealing with
filthy hotels

Editor.

In the age of technologi-
cal advancement, we are
also expected to keep pace
with cleanliness. Sadly, there
exists a (kirk underbelly of
roadside tea stalls/catcrics
that flout all basic norms
of hygiene. By tossing the
“cleanliness is next to godli-
ness” outo fthe window, they
put public health at risk.

Itis indeed commendable
that some vigilant members
of the KSU raided certain
roadside tea stalls and eater-
ies. They exposed what had

ofair quality it is
clean and refreshing, in terms
of scenic beauty it is one of
the best, with picturesque
mountain ranges surround-
ing it. rich pine forests and a
variety of flowers. However,
every Shillongitc will have
realized that there is one
particular aspect of the city
which has robbed away part
of its beauty and that is the
crisscrossing wires all along
the city streets. When we go
around the city, wc see elec-
tric cables, telephone cables
as well as cable-tv wires
crisscrossing each other
along the streets. In fact
whenever | look up at these.
1 get so upset because they
really disfigure our beautiful
city. They have become an
eye-sore to every passer-by.
Tilis picture o fchaos betrays
the character of our state.

ments (McSEB,
BSNL and private Cable
TV operators;, sitdown with
them and pfen the realign-
ment of there cables. As
is done in many organized
cities, the cables should
run only on the sides of the
road and nol crisscrossing
the roads. Th; crisscrossing
cables often pose a lot of
threats to passing commut-
ers apart from their ugly
appearancc. The authority
concerned should also en-
sure that these cablcs arc
properly laid ind artistically
done, not allowing them to
hang loose. There should be
acommon standard of laying
these cablcs. for example,
their elevation, quality of
props cic. | an sure that if
this is done, our city would
wear a new look altogether.
Weall love air city and we

been overlooked.
Itis good that the concerned
authorities of'Food Safety’
have also taken the issue
very seriously. O f course,
appropriate action must be
taken against those who do
business with total disregard
for maintaining cleanliness.
Justimagine weary villagers
from remote areas, hunger
gnawing at their stomachs,
entering the roadside hotel,
lured by the array of sweets
and samosa in the showcase,
and being served unhygienic
food items. Little do they
know that behind the de-
ceiving facade lies a den of
filth and contamination. The
unsuspecting people thus of-
ten fall prey to the unhealthy
practices of unscrupulous
hotel keepers at greatcost to
their health.

There arc several hotels

catching documents. Elec-
tion star, Amaling Kurbah's
‘stone-hearted UDP' com-
ment has compelled the party
to take a clearer stand. The
fear of losing public support
has pushed the HSPDP too
to jump into the RP band-
wagon.
The RPnot a panacea
for unemployment
The craze for review of
the existing RP stems from
the acute unemployment
That the state relies only on
government jobs is amply
clear by the endless crowds
who visit their hero. The
public hails Basaiawmoit's
fast as a sacrifice for the
waitbynricw (Khasi race)
Parents pledge their support
for the future of their chil-
dren. Youngsters rally behind
the VPP's boss so that their
education will not be futile
In their enthusiasm voices
are heard that the Nongkrem
legislator is the only hope
for the K hasi-Jaintia society.
All expect that, if the RP is
revised, it will benefit them.
This is not going to happen.
There will be unemployment
even ifa new RP emerges.
There will be rallies, protests
and demonstrations against
job shortage even if the VPP
rules the state. The VPP has
also to educate that all edu-
cated youths need not seek
governmentjobs. Innovation
and entrepreneurship is the
key. The present hysteriawill
haunt the VPP in ihe future.
Reservations are a
temporary salve
We know that reservations
are temporary. One day they
will have to go. The llindutva
ofthe present regime aims to
doaway with ST reservation,
particularly for Christian
tribals. RSS-backed outfits
like the Janjati Suraksha
Manch has started campaigns
to demands for removal of
Christian tribals from ST list.
After Assam, the latest is in
Guijarat. Even in Manipur, if
we read between the lines,
the real target is to deny
tribals of their constitutional
rights. Granting ST status to
the Meitei community is as
good as converting the whole
state into a general category.
It may be a sinister motive
in Manipur, but the point is
that reservations are not per-
manent. We have to prepare
ourselves to face a world
widiout reservation
Will the RP damage or
build Meghalaya?

with “accommodation” facil-
ities thatas well hardly keep
their rooms neat and clean.
The musty smell in the room,
infested with cockroaches
and bedbugs, should also
invite the urgentattention of
the health authorities. Tour-
ists from outside should not
carry a wrong impression of
Meghalaya only because of
the filthy'hotels they happen
to stay in. Two weeks ago,
some tourists from Canada
had to instantly leave the pre-
viously booked guesthouse
and shift to "Hotel Palace”
due to the musty smell in the
room. If I were not there to
help them, they would have
been forced to stay in the
same guesthouse.

Hence the authorities
concerned must also con-
duct "regular and surprise
inspections in hotels and
guesthouses. The importance
ofa pleasant hotel stay in the
realm of hospitality cannot
beoverlooked atall. Italone
sets the tone for a traveler’s
experience and leaves a
lasting impression. So. let
our state embrace the phrase
“hospitality at its finest”
and ensure that every guest
walks away with delightful
memories. Unless the tour-
ists experience a pleasant
stay in the town, our pride in
having the cleanest village
Mawlynnong. is futile

Yoursetc.,
SalilGewali
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

-Death Counselling in

Indian Society
By Amit Singh Kushwaita

The process of grieving
and copirg with the loss of
a loved one is a challenging
journey that individuals and
families face in every soci-
ety. In Indian society, where
strong familial bonds and
rituals surround death, the
need forafter-death counsel-
ling is cmcial. This article
explores he significance of
after-death counselling, the
support services available
in India, and the positive
impact it can have on the
families cf the deceased.

After-death counselling
is an essential aspect of be-
reavement care that focuses
on providing emotional,
psychological, and practical
support to individuals and
families after the loss of a
loved one In Indian society,
where death rituals and cus-
toms arc deeply ingrained,
grief can be a complex and
ovcrwhebning experience.
After-death counselling
helps individuals navigate
through tic grieving process,
offering t safe space to ex-
press emotions, understand
the stages o fgrief, and leam
coping mxhanisms.

One crucial aspect of
after-deafi counselling isad-
dressing tiie cultural and reli-
gious specificities associated
with death in India. With
diverse religious beliefs and
rituals, counsellors play a vi-
tal role in sensitively guiding
families tirough the mourn-
ing period while respecting
their cultural practices.

In recent years. India has
recognized the need for af-
ter-death counselling and has
witnessed the development
of various support services
to address this requirement.
Organizaiions such as hos-
pices. counselling centres,
and NGOs have emerged
to provide griefcounselling
and bereavement support.

Hospices have become
important institutions that
offer comprehensive care to
patients at the end of life as
well as griefcounselling for
their families after the death.
These Facilities provide a
holistic approach to bereave-
ment care, focusing on emo-
tional support, therapy, and
practical assistance

s "

unresolved emotions and
offers therapeutic interven-
tions to address complicated
grief, depression, anxiety,
and other psychological dif-
ficulties that may arise after
a loss.

Role of Society in After-
Death Counselling:

Society plays a crucial
role in understanding and
supporting the importance
of after-death counselling
in Indian society. Here are
some key aspects o fsociety’s
involvement:

1. Awareness and Educa-
tion:

Society plays a vital role
in creating awareness about
the availability and signifi-
canceo fafter-death counsel-
ling services. By promoting
understanding of grief and
the benefits of counselling,
society can encourage in-
dividuals and families to
seek help when faced with
loss. Education programs,
community initiatives, and
media campaigns can con-
tribute to breaking the stigma
surrounding mental health
support after a death

2. Destigmatizing Grief:

Grief is a natural re-
sponse to loss, yet society
often expects individuals
to suppress their emotions
and quickly return to their
regular routines. By normal-
izing the grieving process,
society can help create an
environment where seeking
after-death counselling is
seen as a healthy and neces-
sary step. Compassionate
conversations, supportive
social networks, and cultural
acceptance of griefcan con-
tribute to destigmatizing the
need for counseling

3. Cultural Sensitivity

In a diverse society like
India, where customs and
religious practices differ
significantly, society plays
a vital role in promoting
cultural sensitivity within
the context of after-death
counselling. Recognizing
and respecting the various
rituals, beliefs, and mourn-
ing practices of different
communities can help ensure
that counselling services are
tailored to meet the specific
needs ofeach family.

cated to grief and bereave-
ment have also emerged
across India. These centres
employ mined professionals
who specialize in providing
after-death counselling to in-
dividualsand families. They
offer individual counselling
sessions, support groups, and
workshops to help bereaved
individuals cope with their
loss.

Furthermore, several
NGOs have stepped for-
ward to address the need for
after-death support in Indian
society. These organizations
focus on creating aware-
ness, offering counselling
services, and conducting
workshops on griefand be-
reavement. They work in
collaboration with medical
institutions, community cen-
tres, and religious organiza-
tions to reach out to grieving
individuals and provide the
necessary support.

After-death counselling
has shown to have a positive
impacton the families ofthe
deceased in Indian society.
Firstly, it helps individuals
navigate through the griev-
ing process by providing
a supportive environment
where they can express their
emotions withoutjudgment.
Itassists it izing grief

4.C Support:

The support and involve-
ment of tire community are
crucial in assisting grieving
individuals and families.
Community organizations,
religious institutions, and
social networks can provide
asense of belonging, practi-
cal assistance, and emotional
support during the grieving
process. By fostering an
environment of compassion
and understanding, society
can contribute to the overall
well-being of bereaved
dividuals.

5. Advocacy and Policy:

Society can play a role
in advocating for policies
and initiatives that support
after-death counselling ser-
vices. By highlighting the
importance of mental health
support after a loss, society
can contribute to the allo-
cation of resources, fund-
ing, and the integration of
bereavement care Into the
healthcare system. Active
engagement with policy-
makers and organizations
can help shape policies that
recognize and prioritize the
needs ofgrieving individuals
and families.

In Indian society, the im-
portance and need for after-
death counselling arc becom-

and allows individuals to
undcrstard that their emo-
tions are valid and parto f the
healingjcumey.

secondly, after-death
counselling equips families
with coping mechanisms
to manage their grief effec-
tively. It L.clps them develop
strategic? to deal with the
practical challenges that
arise after the death of a
loved one, such s legal pro-
cedures, financial matters,
and adjusting to changes in
family d>namics. Such sup-
port empowers families to
face these challenges with
resilience and a sense of
control.

Moreover, after-death
counsell ng plays a vital
role in reducing the risk of
prolonged griefand mental
health issues among be-
reaved individuals. It pro-
vides a space for processing

in
The availability of support
services, such as hospices,
counselling centres, and
NGOs, has significantly
contributed to providing
necessary support to griev-
ing individuals and families.
Society plays a significant
role in facilitating access to
after-death counselling and
creating an environment that
supports bereaved individu-
als and families. By raising
awareness, destigmatizing
grief, promoting cultural
sensitivity, providing com-
munity support, and advo-
cating for policies, society
can contribute to the overall
well-being and healing of
those experiencing loss
(The author is a reha-
bilitation professional ami
afreelance writer based in
Satna. Madhya Pradesh.
He can he reached at am-
lsk6S@gmall.com)
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Dahal in Delhi
TIEES between India and Nepal are in sharp
focus this week when Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal is on a four-day official visit to
New Delhi, marked by interactions with top
leaders. Better known as Prachanda (the fierce),
the Maoist Communist leader has been tamed
considerably after he assumed political power
- three times as Prime Minister —the first two
for less than a year each and he's currently in
the seat for ihe past six months. This testifies
to the instability that marks the initial years of
democracy in what was a kingdom till 2008; a
situation compounded undeniably by meddling
from China with ulterior motives. Notably, Da-

hal. born to Hindu Brahmin parents, m

(SI1X)

Adequate Representation vs. Proportionate Meghalaya Reservation
Representation - Resolving the conflict

The November 16. 1992
Supreme Court judgment in
“Indra Sawhncy vs. Union of
India'that hek) that. "Adequate
representation cannot be road
as proportionate representa-
tion” has been read to mean
that there isa conflict between
‘Adequate Representation” &
‘Proportional Representation,’
But is this s0? If yes. then
where docs the conflict lie? To
get the answer, wc must:

1. Examine Articic 16(4)
and how it lias been applied up
to the date of thisjudgment.

2. Examine the Court Judg-
mentdated 16th Nov.. 1992 not
only for what it says, but also
for what it does not say

3. Examine how Articic
16(4) is applied in the above
case ‘Indra Saw hney %s Union
of India.”

The principle of Adequate
Representation is found in Ar-
ticle 16(4) of the Constitution
of India. Itis (lie Constitutional
Provision for ion for

reasonably good relations with India while his
predecessor KP Sharma Olioften played into the
Chinese hands. The politics in Nepal is guided
understandably by local sentiments and caution
against India with which it has an open border
—and more strongly against China too now.
The long rule of Nepal by King Birendra till
his assassination in a palace coup in 2001 had
been marked by excellent relations between
India and Nepal. Strains developed later. The
scenario worsened for a period when the Modi
government objected to Nepal having re-des-
ignated itself from being a Hindu nation to a
Secular entity through a constitution amendment
in 2015. The Madhesi protests involving Indian
settlers in the plains there added to the strain.
China is keen on getting Nepal into its fold
in a strategic geopolitical push against India.
However, many factors bind India and Nepal
together, unlike China. Dahal has come to
Delhi with a specific agenda to boost bilateral
ties. Among the many subjects that he raised is
Nepal’s desire to market hydcl energy to Ban-
gladesh through India - which could fetch Nepal
huge revenue. Nepal is already selling hydel
power to India and using Indian ports for its

trade with the outside world, i

backward classes in public
recruitments. How was this
Article applied before ti>c Su-
preme Cotin Judgment dated
November 16. 19927 The
Ministry of Home A ffairs
vide Resolution No. 42 2149-
N<iS dated 13.9.1950 provided
12.5% & 5% reservation for
SCs& STs. Hutafter the 1961
census, where the population
0fSCs & STswas found to be
14.64° > & 6.80°» respectively,
die Ministry of Ilomc Aftairs
vide Resolution No. 27/25/68-
Estt. (SCT) dated 25.03.1970
increased the reservation for
SCs/STs 15% & 7.5%. So.
the concept o f Adequate Rep-
resentation was applied as
Proportionate Representation.
So. in this precedent. there is
no conflict between Adequate
Representation & Proportion-
ate Representation.

Ti>eDoPT spolicyon reser-
vation for SCs & STs says that

By Kitdor I1. Blah

Moreover. ti> November
16.1992 Supreme Courtjudg-
ment pertaias tothe Reservation
for OBCs. whereby the Court
justified the recommendation
ofthe Mandal Commission in
granting 27% reservation for
OBCs. Hk* reservation quota
for OBCs came out of two
factors - The existing SC/ST
quota of 15%& 7.5% & the
50% ceiling hdd by the Court.
So.Article 16(4) wasapplied to
OBCs in thisjudgment, in such
away that the total Reservation
does not cross iw 50% cciling.
but also without touching on
the existing SCsSTs quota. So.
itisclear that du Coortdeemed
itan adequate representation to
provide Reservation to OBCs
atsuch pcreenagce (27%) that
it does not violate the 50%
ceiling or the ;xisting SC ST
quota (15% & 7.5%). So. by
this judgment. Adequate Rep-
resentation wsb not applied as
Proportionate Representation
for OBCs but the precedent of
proportionate representation
for SCs STs was not infringed
cidtcr. In other words, while
the Judgment held that OBCs
need not be given Reservation
according to the proportion of
their population, it uplicld the
existing SCs’STsquota. which
was fixed according to the pro-
portion of theit population.

To drive this point home.
I request ti*c icader to again
look at the DoPTs policy on
reservation as well as para’s
2.1 & 2.30Ministryof Heavy
Industries & Pcblic Enterprises
(MollI&PE) ‘Reservation
Brochure’ No. DPE-GM-
0001 2016-GM-FTS-5921
dated 17.10.2C16. While both
the DOPT & the MoHI&PE
provide Rescivation of 15%
& 7.5% for SCstfTs. which is
according to the proportion of
thoir| the 1961

inthe case ofdirect

onall Indiabasis by ojxrncom-
petition. reservation for SCs &
STsis given at die rate of 15%
& 7.5% Italsosaysdiat, .. .in
case of direct recruitment to
Group C & 1) posts which nor-
mally attracts candidates from
a locality orregion, percentage
of reservation for SCsSTs is
generally fixed in proportion
to the population of SCs &
ST:; in the respective State/
Union Territory.” So. wlicn it
comes to application, there is
no conflict between Adequate

its ship-

ments to and from China. Dahal is also seeking
to broad-base the rail and aviation links between
the two countries. Ina significant step coinciding
with DahaPs visit to India. Nepal amended its
citizenship law that would hereaftergive instant
citizenship and political rights to foreigners
who married Nepalese women. This is done by
brushing aside the pressure from China to retain
the curbs. China's warning to Nepal was that it
could lead to more “involvement” of Indians
and others in Nepal's political affairs. It would
be in the besl interests of both India and Nepal
if the two na.ions strengthen their fraternal ties
and are more helpful towards each other.

In God we
prayerfully

loot

Editor,

Apropos of the report.
"Six years on Mavvkhar
Church refuses D act against
defalcation.” 1would like
to sincerely commend the
Shillong Times for their in-
tense. taboo, but fact-bascd
reporting. In a state where
Christianity predominates,
one seldom eversees reports.
on church comntion.

The church was required
to do an audit in 2017 as
a result of rccc ving an in-
come tax notice. and it was
discovered that more than a
crorc was missing. In 2019,
the church was oncc again
required to conduct an audit,
and this time, ritorc than 2
crorc was discovered to be
missing. Isn't this crimi-
nal negligence i>ccausc the
church might nave saved
nearly 3 ctores bad the trea-
surer publicised the 2017
incident? Another question
that arises is whether the
church respects the laws of
the country to register and
tile financial returns annu-
ally. How can ai institution
ordained by God hideously
avoid transparency? A more

pertinent demand is the si-
lent role of the auditors.
How can a mere chovvkidar
cmbcezy.lc 3.26 crores for 6
long yours? Itow come the
auditors couldn't detect the
fraud?Are the auditors Class
| passed? Is the chovvkidar
a part time treasurer? If he
is depositing weekly con-
tributions then what is the
appointed treasurer doing? Is
Ik appointed only for foreign
trips?

The fact that more than a
crorc went missing in 2017
was known after 2019. but
when a member questioned
the elders on November 23
2019. the church committee
blatantly denied the crime
On this day, churchgoers
advised creating a financial
committee, hiring an ac-
countant, and starting an
independent investigation.
Noneo fthese proposals have
been carried out to this day.
In fact, a church that has an-
nual expensesand collections
running into crorcs o f rupees
needs a financial expert and
notjusta simple government
accountant to manage its fi-
nances. Strangely, after 2017
the yearly church report
never surfaced. The church’s
financial situation was kept
a s&<Tt from ihe* memht*r\
Ourtithes, hard earned dona-

& Prop
Rqiresentation. as that is the
precedent by which Adequate
Representation has been ap-
plied to SCsSTs

So. what did the Supreme
CourtJudgment dated Novem-
ber 16, 1992 say? Let us not
read the Supreme Courtjudg-
mentonly for whatitsays, but
also forwhat it docs not say. It
only says that Adequate Repre-
sentation cannot be read as Pro-
portionate Representation, but
it docs not say that Adequate
Representation should not be
applied as Proportional Rep-
resentation. So. die conflict lies

Census, they aso prov ide that
“reservation lor the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
in case o fdirect recruitment to
Group C and (iroup D posts,
normally attracting candidates
from a locality or a region. Ls
generally fixed on die basis of
proportion of dieir population
in tltc respective Statcs-UTs,

Reservation for Other Back-
ward Classes in such cases
is fixed keeping in view the
proportion of dieir population
in the respectvc StateslUTs
subject to a limit 0f27% and
total reservation for SCs. STs
and OBCs should not exceed
50%."

Lastly, to establish once
and for all tint Reservation
for SCs/STs is implemented
according to tix: proportion of
their population, especially at
the level of th; state govern-
ment. 1rcqucM the reader to
again look at the above men-
tioned MHA Resolution No.
27/25 6X-P.stt. (SCT) dated
25.03.1970. at para 2. which
states thus: "In posts and ser-
vices. rocmitnent to which,
is made on a local or regional
basis. the of res-

and Scheduled Tribes in the
various States and Union
Territories according to the
1961 Census."

Thus, it is clear from the
above Reservation policies,
that while for STS/SCs. the
reservation is fixed in propor-
tion to their population, the
reservation for OBC' is lixed
atier taking into consideration

“Together with reservation in
favourofSchedukdCastesand
Scheduled Tribes, itcomes toa
tolalof49.5%." The capping of
509 was seen as determining
the limitofOBCs quota, not die
existing SCs/STs quota, which
is basixi on the proportion of
their population. So. the above
judgment is not to be read as
infringing on the precedent of
proportionate representation

with respect to SCsSTs.
Moreover, para 94A of the
“While

the STs/SCs reservation, and
also by capping the total res-
ervation at 50%. So. as per
the Supreme Court Judgment
dated 16th November. 1992.
Article 16(4) is applied in
this way to the Reservation
for OBCs, but also without
infringing on tltc proportion-
ate representation of SCs/
STs. which is the precedent,
even as per the MHA Resolu-
tion dated 25.03.1970. which
precedes them.

On the basis of the above
considerations, this writer
hopes that he has established
the precedent o f proportionate
representation with rcspect to
reservation for STs/SCs. This
writer also hopes that he has
established that the Supreme
Court Judgment that. "Ad-

50% shall be the rule, it is
necessary not to put out o fcon-
sideration certain extraordinary
situations inliercnt in the great
diversity ofthiscountry and the
people. It might happen tint in
far-flung and remote areas die
population inhabiting those
areas might, on account oftheir
being out of the mainstream
of national life and in view
of conditions peculiar to and
characteristic to them, need to
be treated in a diftercnt way,
some relaxation in this strict
rule may become imperative.
In doing so. extreme caution
ir.to be exercised and a special
case made out.” So. ifwcarc to
understand the 50% ceiling as
limiting the OBCs quota and
notinfringing on the precedent
of

equate cannot
be read as proportionate rep-
resentation" is not in conflict
with the application o f Article
16(4) as proportionate repre-
sentation for SCS'STs. as titc
conflict lies only in meaning,
and not in how it is applied
And this writer hopes that he
has established that Article
16(4) is applied to OBCs in
such a way that it does not
infringe on the established
SCs STsquota and itdocs not
cross the 50% ceiling.
However, the conflict be-
tween Adequate Representa-
tion & Proportionate Rep-
resentation may still persist
in the minds of many people
in our state, in view of the
fact that the proportion of
the ST.SC population in the
state of Meghalaya is above
85%. And based on this fact,
it may seem that the conflict
still persists because para
94 A of the same Supreme
Court Judgment says that.
"Just as every power must be

for SCsSTs.and in view o f die
above exception to the 50%
ceiling rule, the question is. is
Meghalaya a special case s per
the above exception?

Para 93 of die same Judg-
ment has die following obser-
vation: “As to what would be
a suitable reservation within
permissible limits will depend
upon the facts and circum-
stances of each case and no
hard and fast nilc can be laid
down, nor can this matter be
reduced to a mathematical
formula so as to be adhered
to in all cases. IX'cided eases
of this Court have no doubt
laid down that the percent-
age of reservation sltould not
exceed 50%. As | read the
authorities, this is however, a
rule of caution and docs not
exhaust all categories. Suppose
for instance a State has a large
number of backward class of
citizens which constitute 80%
of the population and the Gov-
ernment. in order to give them
proper ion, reserves

exercised fairly,
the power conferred by Clause
(4)ofArticlc 16should alsobe
cxcrciscd in a fair maimerand
within reasonably limits - and
what is more reasonable than
to say that reservation under
Clause (4) shall not exceed
50% of the appointments or
posts, barring certain extra-or-
dinary situations as explained
hereinafter. From this point
of view, the 27% reservation
provided by the impugned
Memorandums in favour of
backward classes is well within
the reasonable limits. Together
with reservation in favour of
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes, it comes to a total
0149.5%.”

Docs this judgment nullify
titcabove established precedent

in meaning, not in
Therefore, the Courtjudgment
dated November 16.1992 docs
not conflict with ti>c precedent
for STs. where Adequate Rep-
resentation is applied as Pro-
portional Representation.

tions. expenditures were not
reported till date while the
church committce continues
collections and spending
more than 2 crorct; buying a
house at Mission Compound
and other unknown (due to
unavailability of the church
annual report) expenditures.
This is an abominable dis-
grace to the entire 10.000
church members

The Sohmyllcng Mission,
which aims to disseminate
the gospel and encourage
conversion, isanothercontro-
versy. The Mavvkhar Church
continued to build a massive
school and other mission
projects that have costcrorcs
ofrupees from the beginning
to the present even though it
was discovered within years
that the entire population of
the area were Roman Catho-
lics. It was started in 2012
with the assumption that ihc
village was populated by
non-Christians. Disgustingly,
the secretary of the mission
has not given any financial
information on the enormous
sums that have been incurred
overthe course of 12years. It
is plain to sec that the church
is making money off the
people’ laborious efforts.

Priorto 2012. the Mavvkhar
Presbyterian Church was led
by men of integrity and repu-

ervation for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes shall
be revised wherever neces-
sary after taking into account
the percentages of popula-
tion of Scheduled Castes

tation, but it now appears that
they are being led by those
who would sc 1their souls to
further their own interests.
This is demoaslrated by the
wage gap between the pas-
tors. where the committcc is
showing favonritism.
1unwillingly prepared this
post since the church com-
mittcc wouldn't entertain or
listen to regular churchgoers
Our voices can only be heard
and justice can be served
through the media.
Yours etc.,
M.L. Mawphlang.
Via email

Water
harvesting is
imperative

I-ditor.

I'm writing this letter out
of pure concem. Lhave lived
in Shillong my entire life and
this is the second year when
1'am experiencing immense
heat in the middle of the year
at a time when it should be
raining cats and dogs. | was
standing on try balcony and
I realized thal wc have not
experienced the rain wc used
to experience when | was
around 4 or 5 years old. The
rain that use<i to drown us,
fill our drains and tanks with

of
with respect to SCsSTs? But
tltc above judgment has to do
with fixing the reservation for
OBCs. such that at aity time,
the reservation for OBCs shall
be fixed in such a way drat.

water; the rain that made it
impossible to go to school
the rain that made it impos-
sible to sec beyond our noses

longer visible today.

We live in the rainiest
place on earth and yet wc
have no water to distribute
and to generate electricity.
When will people sec that if
we choose to do rainwater
harvesting it will not only
solve our water and electric-
ity crisis but help the environ-
ment heal, the water table
to restore its water content,
and help reduce the corrup-
tion of water and light to a
minimum.

Despite knowing the risks
people get greedy and instead
of planting trees in their
compounds they chop the
trees down so diat they can
build parking spaces which
arc_made out of concrete
which increases the heat and
chases away the rain-bearing
clouds. If there arc no trees
there will be no rain hence no
electricity and no water. That
means wc have to buy water
and suffer without electricity.
Are people that foolish and
greedy? Can they not sec how
it afleets us and how much
money we arc losing paying
for basic needs that a socicly
needs to function at its proper
capacity?

80% of the jobs for them can
it be said that the percentage
ofreservation is bad and vio-
lates the permissible limits of
Clause (4) of Articic 162 The
answer must necessarily be in
the negative. The dominant
object to this provision is to
take steps to make inadequate
representation adequate.” This
observation not only justifies
Meghalaya as a special case,
with over 80% o fits population
being backward classes, but it
alsojustifies the application of
pa“portionatc representation
as it states clearly. "Suppose
for instance a State has a large
number of backward class of
citizens which constitute 80%
ofthe population and the Gov-
ernment. in order to give ti>om
proper representation, reserves
80% of the jobs for them can
it be said that the percentage
of reservation is bad and vio-
lates the permissible limits of
Clause (4) of Articic 167 The
answer must necessarily be in
the negative.”

Instead of wasting money
and complaining about the
government all the time why
don’t wc start rainwater har-
vesting? It will eolvc our
problems in the blink of an
eye. Rainwater harvesting
started around 300 BC with
little technology so why are
we just sitting around? Why
can't we start with the tech-
nology wc have now in our
modem age? wc can actu-
ally solve water and electric-
ity problems: all wc need
are people who understand
how important this is. A few
rainwater gutters and water
tanks, planting more trees,
and preserving the forest
cover as much as we can
would address so much of
our water shortage. Instead
ofdependingon our so-called
government which is actu-
ally the reason why there
is deforestation and large
scalc, unregulated quarrying,
we should be taking action
wherever wcarc. |.ct us start
now!

Yoursetc.,
Shailin H Lyngdoh.
shillong-3

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
ThesShillong Time*

Policy: Footnote of two
Significant Case Laws

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

The ongoing VPP led
agitation to review the Res-
ervation Policy in the State
seems not lo be ending any-
time soon Therefore, it is
important lo lay bare critical
and historical materials per-
taining to the subject matter.
Fifty years ago. when the
State framed and resolved to
adopt the current formula of
reservation policy, (which is
40% in favour 0 fGaros. 40%
for Khasi-Jairltia community.
5% for otker STS/SCs who
arc to the State

Supreme Court, has by ma-
jority judgement of three to
two, upheld the power o f the
Union Government under
Articic 16(4) of the Consti-
tution to make reservations
for Schedules Castes and
Schedules Tribes in services
notonlyat the stage ofinitial
appointments but also for
selection posts.

Articic 16 (1) of the
Constitution guarantees to
citizens equality of oppor-
tunity in matters relating to

and 15% for the general
category), it did not do so in
a vacuum. Rather the State’s
political CKCcutive was in-
formed by the provisions of
the Constitution of India and
rulings ofjudiciary on the
subject. In this article 1 will
highlight on the two signifi-
cant ease bws to which the
Government of Meghalaya
had referred to and relied
on during (he formulation of
Reservation Policy in 1972
In Indiathe concepto fres-
ervation is not only wide but
it is complex and sensitive.
In the current situation in
Meghalaya, diftercnt people
understand reservation dif-
ferently aid the matter is
also sensitive as it involves
two different major tribes
with each making compet-
ing claims. The Constitution,
which is titc source of all
reservation laws/policies in
the country, provides for the
establishing of a just and
equal socicty which is free
from injusiiccs, discrimina-
tions. exploitations and (hat
no one is left behind. The
basis of reservation is to
provide adequate represen-
tation of Schedule Castes.
Scheduled Tribes or any
other socially and educat

P! or
to any oftice under the State
and Articic 16 (4) empow-
ers the State to reserve ap-
pointments or posts in the
services in favour of any
backward class of citizens
when it is of the opinion
that they arc not adequately
represented in services. Mr.
Justice Gajcndragadkar. de-
livering the majority judge-
ment, observed that the word
“posts” used in Articic 16(4)
was not superfluous but
served a very important
purpose. Therefore... "the
power of reservation which
is conferred on the State
under Articic 16(4) can be
cxcrciscd by the State in
a proper ease not only by-
providing for reservation
of appointments but also by
prov iding for reservation of
selection posts”.

His Lordship said that the
condition precedent for the
cxcrcisc of powers conferred
by Articic 16 (4) was that the
State must be satisfied that
any backward class of citi-
zens was not inadequately
represented in the services.
This condition preccdent
might refer to numerical
inadequacy of representa-
tion in services or even

ally backwwd classesor eco-
nomically weaker sections.
Ihc Constitution of In-
dia allow* reservation in
admissions to educational

of representation. Hie ad-
vancement of the socially
and educationally backward
classes required not only that
they should have adequate

d reservation:
in posts and appointments in
Government officcs as vycll
and ever since the Constitu-
tion of Inda came into force
on January 26.1950. several
laws/policics on reservation
were framed by various State
and UnionGovernments. At
the same time many of these
reservation laws or policies
were scrutinized by diftercnt
1ligh Court; and the Supreme
Court of India which has in
effect produced case laws.
Perhaps, there arc two impor-
tant case laws on reservation
which were discussed and
referred to during the for-
mulation of the Reservation
Policy in Meghalaya. They
arc.(i)ThcGeneral Manager
Southern Railway versus K.
Rangachatry 1962 and (ii)
M.R Balaji versus State of
Mysore 1963.

In 1979. long before the
Right to information Act
2005 was passed. Bah L.
Gilbert Shullai, founder of
the Shillong Records Col-
lection Centre wrote to the
Secretary to Government of
Meghalaya. Personnel and
Administrative Reforms and
sought information on Ihc
Government's Resolution on
Reservation and the subse-
quentamerdments. In the let-
ter dated November 3,1979
he stated, *Lam ...to request
you to kindly furnish a copy
of

D in the lowest
rung of services but that
they should aspire to seenre
adequate representation in
selection posts as well.”

The other important case
law which had emerged
from the apex court is that
0fM R Balaji's caseof 1963
in which the Supreme Court
setthe 50% reservation. This
case law was also referred
lo by the Government of
Meghalaya and the issue
in question is the limit or
reasonableness of reserva-
tion. It is quoted that, "...
but if under the guise of
making special provision,
a State reserves practically
all the scats available in all
colleges, (hat clearly would
be subverting the object of
Article 15(4)..."

The two major conten-
tions in the M.R Balaji's
case were, whether reserva-
tion was in accordance with
Articic 15(4) and whether
the reservation of 68% of
the scats was reasonable
According to Akshita Jain,
although “the ease of M.R
Balaji versus State o f Mysore
hadbeen overturned in many
aspects by later judgements,
but it had generated the most
remarkable discussions over
reservations where the Su-
preme Court answered the
most prevailing questions
relating to it and interpreted

No.PER.222/71/138 dated
January 12 1972 as amended
up-to date”. Perusing the
documents and information
on the subject which were
provided it response to the
letter, it is evident that there
arc two important case laws,
i.c, the G:ncral Manager,
Southern Railway and M.R
Balaji whereby the Supreme
Court gave its rulings in
the year 1962 and 1963 re-
spectively, which guided the
Government to formulate its
Reservation policy. The fol-
lowing arc the footnotes of
these case laws:
“Allowing an appeal
by the General Manager.
Southern Railway, against
the judgcircnt of the Madras
High Court (on a petition
by Shri K. Rangacharry, a
court inspector employed in
class Ill of Railway service)
which held that the circu-
lars issued by the Railway
Board making reservation
for sclcctim posts in class 11
service contravened Articic
16 of ihc Constitution, the

the provisions invoked by
the Governments to provide
reservation. TI>c court in this
case, agreed that reservation
should be essentially provided
to the weaker sections of so-
cicty in order to uplift them
but at same lime, the court
clarified tint it should not be
done by cutting the interest
of remaining sections of so-
cicty. ..It also made clcar that
reservation must not exceed
50% in any case, or else that
would be unreasonable. But
how much less than 50% the
resen ation has to be decided
inaccordancc with the facts
and circumstances...

The above case laws arc
indicative of the fact that
reservation is meant to pro-
vide adequate representation
and to uplift or advancc the
weaker sections of socicty.
We the people, together
and through dialogue, can
explore ways and means to
make reservation work best
for the sections of socicty
it is meant to serve, but not
at Ih<*<aun f Constitutional
morality.
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Thefuture belongs to those who believe
in the beauty o ftheir dreams.

Eleanor Roosevelt
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Climate Change Upfront
VISITORS to the State complained that two
days ago Delhi experienced a temperature of
I T Celsius while Shillong was hot and humid.
On Friday the day temperature of Shillong was
28’Celsius and gradually reduced to 20" Celsius
by 8 pm. People come to Meghalaya to experi-
ence the cool summer breeze but that is not to
be. However what’s more worrying is that it’s
now June but the State has experienced very
little rainfall. The Umiam Lake which generates
electricity for large parts o f the state has dipped
to dangerous levels in the absence of rains.
W hateverrains have come have lasted barely 30
minutes and then disappeared, leaving behind a
hitherto unknown level o f humidity.

Climate changes largely due to human activi-
tiesand humans have been disdainfully ruthless
in stripping nature of its green cover. Unregu-
lated mining cfcoal and limestone and now of
boulders and sand has left the earth wounded.
Yet there is not a stir in those that have been
electcd to protect the environment and in those
departments whose priority is to prevent envi-
ronmental pollution. Rivers have all shrunken
and clogged with garbage; they no longer flow
with the rippling sound of happiness. They are
sluggish and toxic as they have become the re-
ceptacles for the latrines that empty themselves
into most o fthe rivers flowing through Shillong,
Jowai, Nongstoin, Mawsynram etc., and garbage
dumps as well. This year the catchword for
World Environment Day globally is. ‘Stop Plas-
tic Pollution.” Everyone knows the destructive
nature of plastics, particularly those single-use
plastics that are dumped at landfills and have
no further use because they cannot be recycled.
They are ultimately burnt at landfills and give
out toxic smoke. The black plastic bag is known
to be carcinogenic too but humans continue to do
what is convenient and that is to rely on plastic
bags to carry their wet purchases such as meat
and fish, instead of carrying their own cloth/
nylon bagsorcontainers. The daily generation of
plastic bottles by hotels/restaurants/institutions
etc., make thisearth unsustainable. Efforts have
to be in place to reduce the use of plastics to the

extent possible.

The tribes arc so called because they had a
symbiotic relationship with nature. They wor-
shipped nature and all its elements. But conver-
sion to a religion where people prayed inside
buildings, quite detached from nature is perhaps
what has alienated humans from the environ-
ment. What iseven more appalling is that utility
items produced by the first world and which are
now embraced by third world countries such as
disposable nappies (Huggies), disposable sani-
tary napkins etal have assaulted the rivers across
the State and ihese if not trapped upstream all
land up at the Umiam Lake which is now heav-
ily silted. Climate Change is the wake-up call.
Will humanity wake up orallow the destruction

of the earth?

Meghalaya’s
pathetic power
scenario

Editor.

Meghalaya is reeling un-
der severe power project
dcflcit and the public at
large arc at the receiving
end as they arc deprived of
power for hours together in
a day. Government states
that they are waiting for the
rains to come to their res-
cue so that the Umiam and
other waterbodies arc filled
for power generation. This
scenario has been continu-
ing for more thar a decade
and successive governments
have notyet found any other
source of power generation,
despite having lakhs and
lakhs of coal reserve. Why
not the Government find
some alternative means of
power generation like Ther-
mal Power, Solar Power etc.
The Govt is mor: inclined
towards export of coal but
without looking into the pos-
sibility ofinstallin’ Thermal
Plants

May | once again urge
upon the Power Minister
and the MeECL Hat if they
are unable to run the plant
then they should hand over to
renowned corporate houses

who arc running such plants

in other states with 100%
success.

Yours etc.,

S.L. Singhania

Via email

STEMS:

ayeomen

initiative

Editor

Enough has been dis-
cussed on the perennial prob-
lem of traftic congestion in
Shillong and there is nothing
towrite home about. Howev-
er, these discussions remain
on paper only and until now
we did not sec any tangible
efforts to address this prob-
lem. Butoflate, the Govern-
ment ofMeghalaya seemsto
be serious about this problem
and a slew ofinitiatives have
been undertaken to address
traffic congestion in the city
One such endeavor is callcd
Sustainable Transport and
Efficient Mobility Society
(STEMS). Incorporated in
the form of a society, the
project aims to cnhancc mo-
bility. reduce congestion and
reducc harmful vehicular
emissions. As a citizen of
this painfully congested yet
beautiful city, 1wholeheart-

On Formal Education: What
it is and what it should be

Of late | have been read-
ingabout the many "toppers"
in Meghalaya school exams.
I have also read about young
people dying of suicidc upon
receiving their high school
exam results. This stark
contrast spells a troubling
portrait of Indian education.
The British may have left
India a draconian education
system, but Indians have
added to this by developing a
results-oriented authoritarian
system

The Ivory Tower serves
two opposite purposes. First,
it trains us for professions
that fetch a living. But sec-
ond. it inculcates in us the
many traits essential to be-
come good citizens  ob-
jectivity. rationality, truth-
fulness. at least some high
moral values, etc. Moreover,
the Ivory Tower has a peak
that is very different from
its base. In America’s best
universities, an elect group
ofprofessors basically speak
to each other internation-
ally. through publications
in their chosen fields, their
elitism justified on grounds
ofexcellence. Havingearned
their way to the lop, they
deserve this acclaim, which
they have won through hard
work not nepotism, plagia-
rism, or favoritism. Given
the specialized knowledge
they create and the minds
and times they influence,
their elitism is necessary.
While many who reach this
pinnacle are humble, others
arc not. To lose one's temper
over a malformed sentence,
or a shoddy argument is a
sign ofegotism notthcsclf-
discipline that should come
with higher education.

But at the base of the
Ivory Tower, we see the
opposite. Here we enter a
world where quality is often
sacrificed at the altar of en-
roliment. Today in America,
a major debate concerns the
tension between maintain-
ing ocudemic standard:; and
“meeting students where
they are.” The former be-
ing harder to achieve, tends
to be neglected. Slipping
standards also have to do
with contemporary student
types. Whether traditional
or non-traditional. students
today lack resilience, zeal,
thirst for knowledge, and
the capacity for hard work
More importantly, they of-
ten lack an ethical compass.
Young people today are hurt
and justifiably angry  but
also spoilt and entitled. As
a result, they always blame
others for their failures. The
course was too hard, there
were too few exams, the
teacher was bad, the testing
center staff members were
incompetent, the audio tapes
were imperfect the listgoes
on and on. The mature stu-
dent who takes responsibility

edly welcome this initiative
and am sure everyone will
do's0. As part of this experi-
ment, afteran arduous series
ofdiscussionsand policy de-
cisions. schools buses have
been introduced. As parent
of school going children. |
was curiously following the
developments and had long
made up my mind to enroll
my daughter for the school
bus service.

Today is my daughter's
firstda)-of school commute
in a school bus, as | write
this piece. 1 am yet to get
her feedback regarding her
experience but | am sure it
would be a pleasurable one.
The team at STEMS must
be appreciated for their due
diligence. The)’arc updating
the parents at every stage
from enrolment, timings,
bus arrival and boarding
and de-boarding at school
over phone and SMS. The
android app isalso very user
friendly and you can track
thebus in real time. The sight
of a sparkling new bus. well
mannered and uniformed bus
staff was ecstatic and 1 did
not have a second thought
while she boarded the bus
for the first time. Possibly,
weuiiiutecalxxitnun*, Isin-
cerely hope that theirservice
remains up to that standard
forall time to come.

By Deepa Majumdar

for his performance is rare
any longer even though
American students, espe-
cially those from the working
class, tend to 3c mature and
ethical. Adding to this, over-
reliance on technology has
caused a cognitive lethargy
that defies description. The
results show in the quality of
graduates we ire sending to
the work world  youth who
need therapy ifa teacher has
the temerity to cross them
and young college graduates
who cannot read or write
with accuracy or perforin
the most basic mathematical
operations. Rare is the under-
graduate who can paraphrase
a paragraph with accuracy.
Partofthe problem has to
do with the s.udent-tcacher
relationship and pedagogy.
This sacred relationship is
dImuM c.xtincl in lAinlciitpo-
rary America. Although love,
affection, and mitual respect
should be the foundation
stones for successful peda-
gogy. this is impossible when
students see themselves as
customers and teachers as
sellers. Yet. tcachers do not
sell grades or knowledge.
The class lecture should
neverbe a sales pitch. Grades
arc not for sale. Customer-
minded students get to evalu-
ate teachers at he end ofeach
semester. These evaluations
have long los. meaning be-
cause they read like hate-
filled social media posts.
Adding to this, we have a
highly litigious academic en-
vironment wiwre students or
their parents can (and often
do) sue the un versity if they
find their grades "unfair.”
Under these

and encourage his point of
view. Itisalso partofAmeri-
can pedagogy to grade with
fairness and transparency.
Universities have grade ap-
peal committees. But despite
the best rules and processes,
institutions fail when the
individuals involved lack in-
tegrity. | have seen the most
facetious and disrespectful
grade appeal cases brought
against tcachcrs by students.
I "have also seen teachers
coddling undeserving stu-
dents. atthe cost o facademic
standards

So.what doesall this have
todo with high school results
in Meghalayaand India? The
problems in America and
India are stark opposites.

due superiority to these voca-
tional schools. This world is
run more by those with basic
lifc-skills than by intellectu-
als. India needs educational
flexibility to accommodate
a higher education geared
towards working adults
The hairdresser, carpenter,
and plumber should be able
to return to college to read
Shakespeare or Tagore, when
he or she is ready to.
Aboveall. India needsan
education system that values
the learning process more
than grades. S'oung people
should be told by parents
and teachers alike that the)'
are loved, regardless of their
grades. In fact, the education
system should focus on the
most challenged students,
without jeopardizing aca-
demic standards. Gifted stu-
dents should receive ample

i erestudents greeaEalIAgEd for creative

to think for themselves at
the cost of text-mastery and
idliuual thought. Given the
overall deprecation of higher
education in American cul-
ture. grades do not make
or break lives. This disdain
comes partly from maturity,
but partly from materialism
sincc grades are irrelevant in
the job market, they do not
matter. Although unhealthy,
this attitude can be very
healing to the Indian student
traumatized by a draconian
results-oricnted education
system where grades define
everything. On the whole,
American education and
pedagogy can be healing for
students from India, despite
racism against “third world™
students and the tyranny of
some professors.

It cannot be healthy for
the Indian education system
to be so results-oricnted. In

it is not possible for teach-
ers to really “love” their
students. Moreover, real love
has many faces, of which,
strictness (not harshness) is
a sign of the greatest love.
For this level of authentic
love to express itself, teach-
ers must rcchim their lost
authority and the respect of
their students. Exceeding
all proportions, the rebellion
against authoritarianism has
gone too farand in the wrong
direction. Th; opposite of
authoritarianism should not
be laissez fairc, but true lead-
ership. or authoritativencss
Teachers should reclaim
their leadership roles in the
classroom.
I'havealwaysadmired the
good side o f American peda-
gogy. mainly Jecausc it is a
relief from th: pedagogical
authoritarianism we see in
many cultures. America has
the unique ability o fbringing
out the best ina person. Itis
part of American optimism
to encourage student success.
It is part of American peda-
gogy to respect the student

Now. as | find there has
not been much publicity
about this project. it is my
earnest request to the Gov
cmment that wide publicity
be given to this initiative
through print and audio vi-
sual media. Parents should
be cncouraged to avail the
school bus services. | am
sure if even fifty percent
of the parens opt for this
service, there would be sig-
nificant reduction in traffic
congestion during the peak
school hours. As we take
part in the Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment)
initiated by Govt of India
which also aims to make
us Pro Planet people, this
could be a huge favour for
Mother Earth too. By opting
outofdroppiag our wards in
personal cars,we all can con-
tribute significantly in reduc-
ing car borne emissions.

Itis my ferventappeal to
all conscious citizenry that
we need to shed oft'thc hesi-
tation for school bus service.
Your support can go a long
way in makirg STEMS self
sustaining which will have
duel benefits of reducing
pollution and traffic conges-

Dr, Uttam Saikia.
Zoological Survey of India.
Shillong

an y p
world, where innovation
and entrepreneurial skills
arc of growing importance,
students in India should
have multiple tracks. Every
human being deserves both
bread and roses. But not
every young person can
afford the roses. Not every-
body needs to go to college.
Those without the financial
capacity, aptitude, or inter-
estshould not be forced into
formal education. America
has solved this problem by
having training schools in
lifc-skills that range from
hair dressing to carpentry.
The education system here
is flexible enough to al-
low these same students to
return to college when they
become intellectually curi-
ous and financially solvent.
Americaalso hasa variety of
institutions, from community
colleges to fancy liberal arts
colleges.

India has a dire need for
skill-generating schools that
inculcate the entrepreneur-
ial spirit. Centers of higher
learning should not feel un-

Why this
bias against
commercial
passenger

vehicles?

Editor,

I would like to refer to
your paper's news item under
the heading " Odd- even ar-
rangement imposed in Police
Bazaar"(ST-June 2.2023)
wherein it was mentioned
that from June 5. the odd
- even restrictions will be
imposed on all commercial
vehicles traveling towards
Police Bazaarand Motphran.
the two main commercial
centres of Shillong. In this
regard. lam ofthe view that
tobar halfofthe commercial
vehicles from plying towards
these centers will surely
deprive those who depend
on commercial vehicle's of
half their earnings because
at least halfof local travel-
ers travel to the above com-
mercial centers for various
reasons or use these centers
ax embarkation point* for
travel to different destina-
tions. For the powers that
be to be oblivious of this.

outlets  but not at the cost
of basic skills. Those who
have had more than their
fair share of roses, should
be cncouraged to serve those
who can barely afford bread,
leave alone roses. The exam
system in India could be
less rigid and stressful for
the youth. Multiple exams
through the whole year
would help case some of
the tension. Grades should
not be the only measure of
student success and capa-
bilities. Employers should
have multiple instruments
(besides grades) to assess
prospective employees.

While all toppers arc to be
congratulated fortheir excel-
lent performance, as are their
parents and mentors, those
that did not perform as well,
or even failed, should not
feel like the world has shut
down on them. No young
person should feel pressured
tocommit suicide because of
failing grades

Like organized religion,
formal education is not
something to dismiss alto-
gether. We may rebel and
rage against it. But we can-
not do without it. Despite
modernity. India remains
fortunate enough to have
a lingering contemplative
culture that provides a rich
general education to one and
all. regardless ofclass, caste,
or creed. One does not have
to be literate to avail of this
treasure-trove of spiritual-
ity. which imbues various
aspects of culture  from
the arts (music, literature,
poetry, etc.). to ancient tradi-
tions and customs  with a
rich contemplative hue. But
despite this enriching cul-
tural womb. India also needs
formal education to give
students the tools they need
to comprehend the world
with objectivity. Increasingly
utilitarian, higher education
should be purified to bring
back its contemplative luster.
Education should be a joy
nota results-oricntcd degree
factor)'.

once again exposes their ut-
ter insensitivity towards the
plight of the poor and the
marginalized. The odd -even
measure, ifimplemented will
surely sink a large number of
families into destitution.

I politicians and bureau-
crats who always give lip
service about good gover-
nance and welfare of the
last man truly consider the
interests o f the pooras para-
mount, they should allow
commercial vehicles to ply
on all days and instead im-
pose the odd - even rule on
private vehicles, notonly in
Police Bazar and Motphran
in but the entire Shillong
City. This surely will de-
congest Shillong besides

(SI1X)

Isthe MBOSE
syllabus failing
the students?

ByAiborlang Nongsiej

Everyyearafkr the decla-
ration o ftic M BOSE results,
few students who top the list
will introduce themselves
in the media and claim that
their aim is to compctc for
competitive exams. Sadly,
as years have passed wc
have lost such students. The
glory remains only fora few
days since without anyone
to guide them to fulfil their
aims in life, they tend to lose
their way. Our students arc
capable enough to compete
with their counterparts in
the mainland. Unfortunately,
there is no one to follow up
on them and hold their hands
until they reach their goals.

Certainly, the state has
few coaching centres for
competitive exams, yet how
many ofthose toppers arc
in these coaching ccntrcs?

Who do *ve blame here? Is
it the failure of the state or
the society or the parents
to guide and support such
students? In fact, the recent
UPSC results showed that
yetagain only one non-Iribal
young nun qualified from
the suite of Meghalaya. So
what happens to those civil
services aspirants who top
the Board exams year after
year? Why have there been
no tribalsqualifying for the
UPSC for the last several
years - almost a decade in
fact.

Certainly, it is difficult
to crack she UPSC exams,
however, we have so many
successful candidates ev-
ery year from across the
country & why not at least
about 3-4 from Meghalaya?
What is the educational gap
that blocks the prospects of
our students and prevents
them from qualifying for
the UPSC and other com-
petitive exams? | personally
believe that it is a collective
responsibility that we fol-
low up or such students and
guide them to reach thciraim
especially those for aspiring
to write iheir competitive
exams. Primarily parents
and the teachersarc the main
guides for the toppers who
aspire for such exams. For
instance, in other states, the
parents themselves arc able
to identify the capability of
theirownchild and start giv-
ing him her the right kind of
coaching so they can sit for
competitive exams. They
notonly jiuide their children
but also buy books, provide
newspapers and other means
for the preparation.

While conversing with
a few int.'llcctuals. | learnt
that one of the main causes
forthe failureofourstudents
to crack the civil services
exams is the MBOSE syl-
labus. According to these
intcllcctiBls, the first rank
holder from the MBOSE
syllabus nay find it difficult
to compete with students
from other central boards
like CBSE or 1CSE. In my
personal experience as a
teacher, the subject matter
in the MBOSE syllabus is
notorderly arranged accord-
ing to the student's level of

ing while in the

many books of the MBOSE
syllabus arc replete with
errors. It is unfortunate that
the MBOSE just acceptsany
publisher without proper
proof-reading and careful
reflection by the Text Book
Comnmittee to sec if the
books arc appropriate for
the students. It is this which
is the greatest barrier for
our children to come out
successful in competitive
exams

All those individuals who
want to prepare themselves
for various competitive ex-
ams in the country buy books
of different standards of
the CBSE or other central
boards. No one would buy
the MBOSE book! Why?
it is unfortunate that the
MBOSE syllabus has been
very slow to update and keep

up with the times. The teach-
ers have been teaching and
students learning the same
old thing for years together.
One of the intellectuals said
that, even ifthe Board wants
to change the syllabus, the
first to oppose this move
are the teachers. If this is
true then, it is very unfortu-
nate. Both the teachers and
the students need to update
themselves and keep abreast
of what is happening in the
country and the world and
also keep in touch with the
CBSK1CSK syllabus.
Wearc living in the digital
world. The age of the chalk
and blackboard arc gone.
High ranking offices in the
state arc often taken up by
individuals from other states
and not by the locals. Why?
Perhaps we are not able to
prepare ourown children for
the tough competition from
the beginning. How many
local IAS and IPS officers
do we have in the State? If
not nominated by the Gov-
ernment. then wc have only
a handful of such officers.
The only way to get back the
State in the hands of the lo-
cal officers is by competitive
exams. Wc cannot blame the
other non-locals for coming
and occupying the vacancies
in the state if we ourselves
are incapable of passing the
civil services exams.
Therefore, it is a big
challenge and it requires
hard work and dedication to
achieve this level of educa-
tion. Perhaps, updating the
syllabus might be one of
the ways to empower our
youth with the right skills to
compete in a level playing
field. Perhaps that would end
the culture of the educated
unemployed'unemployable
youth. The Education De-
partment can play a vital role
in preparing the children for
various competitive exams
If the state fails to produce
successful candidates for
UPSC". then it is the educa-
tion system that is at fault
The above opinions are
the result of conversation
with a few intellectuals of
the state. However, this
writer has reduced it into
writing out of concern for
the upcoming generation.
since those aspiring for

ensuring the livel of

the poor. This step will also

drastically reduce pollution

levels and encourage people

to use public transportation

which arc the stated goals o
the government.

Yoursetc.,

Samuel Swett,

Shillong-2.

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on (his page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

CBSE orothercentralboards
of education the subject
matter is orderly arranged
according to the students'
ability to grasp. Forinstance,
the lesson in the history book
progresses from one level to
the next higher level. This
way the students are able
to catch up the whole les-
son part iy part according
to their standard. In other
words, lit' k'<;son flour* on
fromone evcl to the other in

exams arc often
using the CBSE books and
not the MBOSE books, it
is incumbent on MBOSE to
update the syllabus and not
to accept any publisher for
any benefit. The Board must
work for the benefit of the
students and not vice versa.
The brief of the MBOSE
is to serve the interests of
students. If it cannot do
even that then it is time to
dismantle itand create a new
one with people having the
right credentials and with no
vested interests.
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in recent years. Millcnnials. in
contrast to earlier generations,
are increasingly choosing luxu-
rious vacation experiences over
tangible belongings. The tour-
ism business is being reshaped
by this mentality shift, which
places more value on memorable
and experience journeys than on
accumulating material posses-
sions. The motivations behind
this trend and how it is chang-
ing the travel industry will be
discussed in this essay.

hen i comcs to (hei
priorities and prefer-
ences. millennial have

The Rise of Experiential
Consum ption

Millcnnials propensity for
experiential ;onsuniption is
one important reason pushing
them towards luxurious vacation
experiences. Contrary to their
ciders, who frequently sought
happiness through the acquisi-
tion of materiel goods, millcn-
nials placc a higher value on
experiences that foster personal
development and long-lasting
memories. They placc a high
importance on authenticity,
exploration, and the chance to
interact with various cultures.
They can sec the world, partake
in unusual activities, and form
significant connections through
luxury travel experiences, all of
which promote a sense of fulfil-
ment and personal enrichment

The Influence of
Social Media
The growth of social media,
especially among millcnnials.
has had a significant impact on

undergone a discernible

(S1X)

Bali or Bvlgari: Travel over material
possessions, the millenial choice

the tourism sector. People can
share their experiences with
the world by showcasing them
on websites like Instagrain and
Faccbook. In order to attract the
atseiition and adm iration of their
online networks, millcnnials,
who arc well renowned for their
digital proficicncy and desire
for self-expression, arc increas-
ingly looking for visually ap-
pealing and envious-inspiring
trip experiences

The rise of luxury vaca-
tion destinations and lodgings
that are especially created to
be aesthetically pleasing and
shareable on social media is
a result of this phenomena,
which is also known as the "In-
stagrammability” factor. These
experiences, which range from
opulent overwater bungalows
in the Maldives to magnificent
hot air balloon rides over Cap-
padocia, not only offer a sense
of exclusivity but also provide
a setting for inciting envy in
social media posts.

The Shift from
Ownership to Access

The move from ownership
to access is a crucial element
in millcnnials' demand for
premium vacation experiences.
Millcnnials prefer the freedom
and flexibility that come with
cxpericnces rather than belong-
ings. in contrast to past genera-
tions who placcd more value on
possessing tangible assets like
homes and cars. Luxury pos-
sessions may be viewed as a
burden, holding a person down
to one placc and reducing their
alternatives. Luxury travel ex-
periences, on the other hand,
give them the chance to see a
variety of locations without

the long-term commitment and
financial strain of ownership.

Due to this shift in perspec-
tive, a number of travel-related
platforms and services have
emerged to meet millcnnials’
preference for access over own-
ership. Unique and upmarket
lodgings arc provided by busi-
nesses like Ilircavilla and Man-
zil, and for a set monthly cost,
subscription-based services like
Inspiratoand BcRightBack offer
hand-picked vacation experi-
ences. With the help of these
options, millcnnials may take
advantage of luxurious travel
experiences without having to
spend a fortune or deal with
ownership hassles.

Environmental and
Social Consciousness

The social and environmental
awareness of millcnnials is well
known. When ma<ing travel
plans, they are more inclined to
give sustainability and cthical
travel practises priority. This
generation is especially drawn
to luxury travel experiences
that rcflect their beliefs, such
as eco-friendly resorts, con-
scrvation-focused excursions,
and community-based tourism
programmes.

As a result, the demand for
sustainable luxury travel solu-
tions has increased significantly
in the travel sector. Eco-fricndly
practises are being adopted by
hotels and resorts, including
the use of waste reduction tech-
niques and renewable energy
sources. In order tocrcate proj-
ects for responsible tourism that
benefit the local community as
well as the environment, travel
companies are collaborating
with local communities. In ad-

dition to drawing millcnnials,
this emphasis on sustainability
also sets an example for future
generations and has an impact
on the business as a whole

Personal Growth

and Self-Discovery
Millcnnials have more than
just the chance to unwind and
enjoy when they travel in luxu-
ry. They also provide a space for
development and self-discovery
on a personal level. Millcnnials
see travel as a life-changing
event that gives them the chance
to extend their horizons, push
themselves beyond of their com-
fort zones, and develop a more
comprehensive perspective of
both themselves and the world

they live in
Luxury travel experiences
frequently include activities

that cncouragc people to go out-
side of their regular routines and
cmbracc fresh viewpoints, such

as wellness retreats, cultural
immersion programmes, and
adventure expeditions. M illcn-

nials have the ability to develop
new skills, resilicnce. and per-
sonal qualities by participating
in these unusual events. These
experiences give millcnnials a
sense of happiness and purpose
that cannot be attained through
worldly items alone, whether
they involve learning to surf in
Bali, practising meditation in
a peaceful mountain retreat, or
giving back to a remote town
To address the needs of mil-
Icnnials' quest for personal de-
velopment and self-discovery,
the travel industry has reactcd
to this transition by providing
a wide choicc of transformative
luxury cxpericnces. In order
to promote total wellbeing.

wellness resorts now provide
holistic programmes that incor-
porate yoga, mindfulness, and
spa scrvices. Adventure travel
agencics plan adventures that
test participants' physical and
mental stamina while also pro-
moting a sense of achievement
and self-confidence. Millennials
arc able to conncct profoundly
and meaningfully with them-
selves and the world through
these cxpcricnces, which go
beyond just tourism.

The Influence of Peer
Recommendations
and Online Reviews

The views and suggestions
of their peers have a big impact
on millcnnials. When making
judgements about their travel
cxpericnces. they turn to on-
line reviews, social mciia in-
fluenccrs, and travel forums
for affirmation and direction
Luxury travel companies arc
increasingly utilising infiuenccr
marketing and uscr-gcrerated
content in order to appeal to
millennial passengers.

Luxury travel firms may suc-
cessfully rcach and iritcract
with millcnnials by working
with influcncers and encourag-
ing visitors to post about their
experiences on social media.
This generation responds well
to genuine, encouraging reviews
and suggestions from other
visitors, frequently influencing
their preferences and travel de-
cisions. In addition to changing
the way millcnnials plan their
vacations, the focus placcd on
peer recommendations has had a
big impact on the tactics used by
the travel industry to win their
interest and allcgiance

The Desire for
Meaningful Connections
Meaningful relationships and

genuine encounters arc highly
valued by millcnnials They
have opportunities to interact
with like-minded people from
all cultures and backgrounds
thanks to their luxury travel
cxpericnces, which promotes a
sense of the world as one. Mil-
lcnnials look for experiences
that let them engage authenti-
cally with other tourists, locals,
and business people, from group
tours to networking events in
upscalc locations.

The tourism industry has
created numerous initiatives to
promote networking and social
relationships in response to
this desire. Presently, upscale
resorts host carefully organised
events and workshops where

visitors can have deep discus-
sions and create enduring con-
nections. Travel firms provide
group trips that arc especially
made to assemble people with
comparable interests, foster-
ing a sense of community and
camaraderie during the voyage
By encouraging connections and
social interaction, luxury travel
is evolving from a solitary ac-
tivity into a platform for creat-
ing connections and a sense of
belonging

In response to this demand,
the travel industry has de-
veloped various initiatives to
facilitate social connections
and networking. Luxury resorts
now organise curated events
and workshops where guests
can engage in meaningful con-
versations and forge lasting
relationships. Travel agcncics
offer group tours specifically
designed to bring together in-
dividuals with shared interests,
creating a sense of camaraderie
and community throughout the
journey. These efforts to pro-
mote connections and social
engagement arc transforming
luxury travel from a solitary
pursuit to a platform for build-
ing relationships and fostering
a sense of belonging

The millennial generation's
preference for luxury travel
cxpericnces over material pos-
sessions has brought about a
significant transformation in
the travel industry. Their in-
clination towards experiential
consumption, the influence of
social media, the shift from
ownership to acccss, environ-
mental and social conscious-
ness, the pursuit of personal
growth, the importance of peer
recommendations, and the desire
for meaningful connections have
all played a role in reshaping
the industry.

Luxury travel providers arc
adapting to meet millcnnials*
evolving preferences by offer-
ing unique, immersive, and so-
cially responsible experiences.
The industry is increasingly
focuscd on sustainability, per-
sonal development, and creating
opportunities for connections
and networking. As this trend
continues, it is clear that luxury
travel cxpcricnces will remain
a top priority for millcnnials,
shaping the future of the travel
industry and redefining what it
means to indulge in the pursuit
of fulfilment and happiness.
(IANSli/e)

(The author is CEO and Found-
er of Hireavilla & Manzil)

Is mental health support a key element of work culture?

decade ago, conversations around mental

health support at the workplace were sim-

ply swept under the corporate carpct. The
stigma around depression, anxiety, and stress
was so prevalent that these issues were not even
acknowledged. But today, 81 per cent of work-
places have increased their focus on employee
mental health.

As wc peel back the layers of corporate norms,
it becomes evident that mental health support
stands as an irreplaceable pillar in creating an
environment where every employee can thrive
Just as the human mind holds endless potential,
embracing mental health support is the key to
unlocking the untapped potential within each
individual.

We arc all a combination of our experiences,
the expectations wc have of ourselves, and those
that people have of us, and sometimes it is natural
to be overwhelmed. How each one of us reacts to
these stimuli is different, and that is what makes
us unique. Investing in employee well-being is
the first and most important step in fostering such
individuality and building a great organisation

The World Health Organization estimates that
depression and anxiety disorders cost the global
economy approximately Sl trillion per year in
lost productivity. Investing in mental health sup-
port not only benefits individual employees but
also yields significant economic returns, creat-
ing a win-win scenario for both employees and
organisations.

BREAKING THE STIGMA AND
10STERING ACCEPTAN CE

Only 13 per cent of employees feel comfortable
discussing their mental health in the workplace
According to a study by the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI), 9 out of 10 employ-
ees who experienced mental health challenges
reported facing stigma in their workplace. This
stigma often cads to employees hiding their
mental health conditions and delaying seeking
help, impacting their well-being and productivity.
Picture a workplace where individuals feel seen,
heard, and supported. A place where every cm-

ployee is working towards growing the business,
unhindered by the stigma associated with mental
health challenges. Leading ncw-agc businesses,
our actions and values set the tone for the entire
organization. llcncc. the onus is on the leadership
to actively break down the stigma surrounding
mental health. This will further inspire a ripple

ment where employees
can thrive, leading to
enhanced productivity
and optimal performance.
This encourages diverse
viewpoints, creativity,
and collaboration, lead-
ing to breakthrough ideas
and solutions. When em-
ployees feel safe to ex-
press themselves authen-
tically. (hey can contrib-
ute their unique talents
and cxpcricnces to the
collective success of the
organization.

ENABLING EQUAL
ACCESS TO
RESOURCES
Indian workplaces have
come a long way when i(
comes to de-s(igmatizing
conversations around mental health challenges
In the face of “the 2020 pandemic”, mental well-
being took centre s(age. and workplaces started
embracing mental health support policies. The
industry has taken a step forward in not just
acknowledging but also providing resources that
are accessible, equitable, and culturally sensitive
As an ecosystem, we need to position ourselves
as an ally in the mental health journey of our
employees and remove barriers to acccss such as
cost, stigma, and logistical challenges. Around
80 per cent of Indian companies have gone the
EAP (Employee Assistance Program) way to of-

fer access to trained professionals. They help
employees address personal and work-related
challenges, rcducc stress, and improve overall
well-being. New-age companies are revisiting,
rchauling. and restructuring their policies to
incorporate mental health support as an integral
part. This includes providing flexible working

health insurance coverage for mental health treat-
ments. Such policies ensure that employees have
the necessary resources and support to prioritize
their mental well-being.

ACING THE TALENT ATTRACTION
AND RETENTION GAME
The younger workforce of today is drawn in
by an organisation's progressive and inclusive
cultural codc. They seek more than just a pay-
check; they yearn for a workplace that values
their holistic needs and provides a supportive
environment. Today's generation appreciates di-

versity ind seeks to be a part of a company that
embraces different backgrounds, opinions, and
cxpericnces. Prioritizing diversity and inclusion
in hiring, leadership, and decision-making pro-
cesses increases the appeal of companies to the
youngci workforce. It is important to remember
that coLaboration and innovation arc fostered by
an inclusive culture.

CREATING WORKPLACES "WHERE
THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR"

A rccent report by Indeed titled- "Where the
mind is without fear”, states that a psychologi-
cally safe environment is a key component of
diversity, inclusion, and belonging (DI&B) ef-
forts. While devising policies for an all-inclusive
workplace environment, we need to remember that
mental health is not onc-sizc-fits-all. Right now,
we are £11 operating in a piecemeal manner, pro-
viding Employee Assistance Programmes (EAPs),
counselling sessions, and interventions aimed at
alleviating stress and improving motivation and
productivity. But due to the unconscious biases at
play, we arc collcctively running behind to rcach
the desired outcome. The need of the hour is to
devise a compelling policy and cultural frame-
work for mental health support and to make it the
core of every organizational structure. Employees
who receive mental health support and engage in
sclf-car; activities arc better equipped to manage
stress, make effective decisions, and maintain
focus on their work responsibilities.

Over the past decade, workplaces have made
significant strides in addressing mental health
challenges. The once prevalent stigma surround-
ing mental health is slowly being dismantled,
creating an environment where every employee
can thr ve. Organisations now understand the
economic and personal benefits of investing in
mental health support. By taking proactive steps
to provide mental health support, wc can unlock
the untapped potential within each individual. The
focus should be on creating a future where mental
health support is integrated into the fabric of ev-
ery organization, allowing employees to flourish
and contribute their best. (IANSIife)
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A historical trail of Pakistan’s military enterprise

akistan's former mili-

tary chief General Qamar

Javed Bajwa declared at
the end of his tenure the mili-
tary would no longer meddle in
politics.

However, the recent arrest of
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan once seen as the "army's
blue-eyed boy” - and the army’s
intention to prosecute civilian
protesters under military laws
proves the men in uniform arc
still very much in politics

The recent turmoil in Paki-
stan also serves as a poignant
reminder of the considerable
power wielded by the military

Amid the cvcr-changing po-
litical landscape, the only per-
manent force is the military
establishment, while the politi-
cal parties only coexist to share
power with it

Khan, whose success in the
2018 general elections was en-
gineered by the military itself
before the two drifted apart,
has more than 100 cases reg-
istered against him now. These

's'-' f.u..vo,.u,.lio,. and
sedition to teriorism and even
blasphemy, which is punishable
by death

His arrest was followed by
days of violcnl anti-army pro-
tests across the country. Protest-
ers set fire to police vehicles,
damaged public property and
mobs stormed into the com-
pounds of army commanders in
Lahore and Rawalpindi.

However, days after the mili-
tary's intention of using army
laws on civilians became public,
events changed course rapidly
peaceful rallies expressing soli-
darity with the army took the
centre stage.

How did a military of roughly
140,000 men at the time of par-
tition of India in 1947 become
the world's seventh most power-
ful army?

AN ARMY WITH A STAIK

Since its creation in 1947,
Pakistan has been under military
dictatorship spanning a total of
34 years. When not directly in
power, the military elite have

discreetly engaged in hybrid
regimes, exerting influence on
civilian governments from be-
hind the sccncs.

The British colonial legacy
has played a vital role in shap-
ing Pakistan's military today
British generals continued to
head the Pakistan's military
until 1951, when the authority
was transferred to General Ayub
Khan. Just seven years later,
Ayub became Pakistan's second
president through a military
coup.

This foundation led to the
establishment in 1948 of the
spy agency Inter Services Intel-
ligence. Ii gained remarkable
influence in the 1980s, when
the US covertly waged a war in
Afghanistan using Pakistan as
a proxy against the declining
Soviet Union

This period also saw the
execution of an elected prime

minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

Then came the era of reli-
gious extremism under General
Zia-ul-Hag. This consolidated
Pakistan's obsession with the
“strategic depth” for interfer-
ence in Afghanistan

In later years. Pakistan saw
the assassination of an elected
prime minister, Benazir Bhutto
under the rule of Gei'cral Pcrvez
Musharraf. This was the time
of enforced disappearances of
civilian dissidents. Pakistan
also became a safe haven for Al
Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden
while receiving funds from the
US as a frontline ally in the war
against terrorism.

Pakistan's army received sub-
stantial financial backing from
the US during the Cold War
This bolstered its might do-
mestically while allowing it to
undertake adventures abroad for
which it was unaccountable.

Traces of the Pakistani mili-
tary's involvement could also be
seen in the Arab conflicts and
the Bangladesh “rape camps™.

MILITARY IMM I NE TO
HYPER INFLATION
IN PAKISTAN

Pakistan is on the verge of an
economic meltdown, weighed
down by harsh pay-back terms
from international lenders. With
only AS5.2 billion worth of
state reserves and a debt of over
AS13.5 billion owed to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, the
army nonetheless received an
increased payment of AS11.27
billion in last year's budget

Between 2011and 2015 alone,
the army's assets grew by 78%
By 2016, the armed forces in
Pakistan ran over 50 commercial
entities, including public sector
organisations and real estate
ventures worth AS30 billion

Today, their commercial assets
are worth over AS39.8 billion

Top military officers, includ-
ing former army chief General
Qamar Jawed Bajwa and army
spokesman. General Asim Sal-
ecm Bajwa. have been revealed
to have experienced signifi-
cant financial gains within a
relatively short time. Bajwa's
immediate family amassed sub-
stantial wealth, transforming
into billionaires within six
years

General Asim Salccm Bajwa
and his brother established a
business empire that included
133 restaurants across four
countries, operating unccr the
Papa John's pizza franchise. An
investigation was also launched
into real estate corruption by the
brothers of former army chief
Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, who for
many years was the most power-
ful figure in the country.

The Pandora Papers exposed
a long list of Pakistan's for-
mer military officers who had
accumulated immense wealth
through tax evasions and cor-
ruption

Over time, the military’s
economic interests have gained
prominence. This includes mil-
itary-owncd businesses, signifi-
cant onshore and offshore land
and property holdings, influ-
ence over defence contracts, as
well as alleged involvement in
ventures linked to the China-
Pakistan F.conomic Corridor
(CPEC) projects

The military's influence in
Pakistan extends beyond poli-
tics and the economy. To control
information dissemination, the
military employs a combina-
tion of traditional and social
media censorship. It also util-
ises vaguely worded draconian
laws.

These laws effectively crimi-
nalise any form of “ridicule”
directed at the army, carrying

severe penalties such as long
Diisun ovilicnves and liefly
fines. Slain journalist Arshad

Sharif was charged with "sedi-
tion” under the same laws for
allegedly spreading hate against
the military and disrespecting
state institutions

Asanuclear state, Pakistan's
military is much like Voltaire's
description of Frederick Il of
Prussia: it is a state within it-
self, benefiting from its sheer
size, a great deal of money, and
an advantageous geopolitical
positioning

The military’s rise to power
in Pakistan is linked to culti-
vating a collective ethos that
portrays politics as inherently
corrupt, while positioning itself
as the sole bastion of honesty,
discipline and nationalism.

It is because of this approach
that despite corruption in the
military, it has successfully dis-
tanced itself from the prevalent
political culture, which is char-
acterised by kinship tics, fac-
tionalism. patronage networks,
and most importantly, corrup-
tion. (The Conversation)

Are women the only flag-bearers of
change for female empowerment?

B> N. l.olhungbeni Humtsoc

ip Hop as a genre is revolutionary art that
arose from oppression. The storytelling
aspect of it is what | fell in love with the

most, says Decpa Unnikrishnan aka Dee MC
a prominent figure in the Indian hip hop com-
munity

Dee MC. is set to share her talc in a unique

way with her crew of danccrs at TED Talk for the
second round. In this interview she discloses how
her music is influenced by her personal life and
surroundings, and why she choses to address dark
skin discrimination and social injustice

Read Exccrpt:

Canyou give us apreview ofthe topic you intend
to emphasise at TEDxGateway?
Dec MC: I have something very spe-
cial planned for my performance at
TEDxGateway on the 4th of June
at the NCPA in Mumbai. This is

my second collaboration for a

TED Talk and it will be quite
different from my previous

one which was a solo per-
formance. This time | will

be joined by my crew of
dancers and we have cre-

ated a theatrical performance

piece which is a mix of spo-

ken word poetry, hard-hitting

rap as well as a choreography
routine that tics it all together

Our message is one of unity and
tolerance and the courage to speak
the truth.

What does women empowerment mean to you?
And how are you trying to raise awareness?
Dee MC: 1am privileged enough to know what
my rights are and women empowerment for me is
extending the same privileges to those who believe
they have no choice. Just by believing in myself,
1have defied many norms of family and society
alike who think women need to be safeguarded and
stopped from daring to dream too big. Idon't feel
the need to actively raise awareness about it at
this point in my life. 1believe Lhave done enough
by setting an example for others to follow and
moreover. 1think it is high time we stop expect-
ing women to be the only flag-bearers of changc
when it comes to female empowerment

Why, ofall the things you may portray through
your music, doyou choose to highlight dark skin
prejudice and social injustice?

Dee MC: All my work has been inspired by my
own life or the people surrounding me. Hip Hop
as a genre has grown as revolutionary art out of
oppression. The storytelling aspcct of it is what |
fell in love with the most. Hence choosing to speak

about my own vulnerabilities through my music is
something that comes naturally to me. Com paring
it to what others arc doing or aren't doing hasn't
been my way of doing things. 1believe you have
to be the change you want to see, and 1see my art
as a tool of communication to bring forth the kind
of changc | wish to sec in this world. Which is
a world that is kinder, open to vulnerability, and
tolerant of each other's differences

Where do you getyour musical inspiration?
Dee MC: My art is a culmination of the people and
places | am surrounded by. My family originally
hails from Kerala but moved to Mumbai in the 80s
for a better life. A lot of who I am and my liberal
ways of life, especially as a female in India is owed
to my city. For a long time, the hip-hop commu-
nity was my only inspiration. The aspirations of
thousands of artists writing and releas-
ing songs at a time when wc barely
had any audience. It is inspiring
to sec the 'never back down’ at-
titude artists here have despite
the lack of infrastructure or
resources. Our resilience to
make something out of noth-
ing continues to inspire me.
The opportunities that led
me out of India have also
helped me grow as an artist
and derive inspiration from

my own environment
Aside from music, what are

your interests?
Dee MC: Multitasking has been a
big part of my life sincc the beginning
as | liked to think of myself as an all-
rounder. Even as an artist. | take pride in learning
more than what pertains to just my work. | have
recently started directing my own music videos.
I'm an avid watcher of films and TV shows and the
experiences | have garnered in my own journey of
being in front of the camera have comc in handy
1was also the editor-in-chief of India’s leading
hip-hop news site named DesillipHop.com where
1have personally written over a hundred articles
about the Indian Hip Hop sccne

What wes life like before and after?

Dee MC: I truly believe in taking life one day at
atime. Surely. I have a more comfortable life now
after many years of hard work and sacrifices. But
it was all worth it to achieve the one thing I craved
sincc | was a child - total and unquestionable
freedom of choice. Succcss is a very subjective
thing and for me. it holds a deeper meaning than
the generally acccptcd standards of what it means
to be successful. For me. the heaps of prourcss |
have made in improving my mental health is the
biggest before and after comparison point to mea-
sure my success. (IANSlife)
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"Thepurpose oftraining is to tighten up the
slack, toughen the body, and polish
the spirit. ”

— Morihei Ucshiba
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#VVorldEnvironmentDay#

W hat’s different?
WORLD Environment Day comcs and goes. Pledges
arc made to the earth that wc will be better and more
responsible eiii/ens but itends there. Between words
and actions is a huge gap. This year's theme for
observing World Environment Day is “Beat Plastic
Pollution." Humans have short memories, else this
is not the firsttime that the slogan Beat Plastic Pol-
lution was coined. The same slogan was used by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
way back in 2018 but nothing has changcd. Studies
galore have pointed to the fact that plastic use has not
reduced. In the past as many as 25 states had banned
plastic with some form of state notification within
their own jurisdictions. In Meghalaya, the first ban
on plastics dates back to 1998. But all these bans
had a very limited impact on the ground. The ban
on plastics is defeated by relaxing norms of micron
thickness used. Plastic producing mercenaries know
how to got around those compliances. Currently in
India only 10% or 20% of plastic items are banned
and packaging material is still untouched. Every item
bought whether food, clothes and other utilities are

plastic wrapped.

The UNEP states that there arc many small things
that individuals can do on a day-to-day basis to stop
plastic pollutionand lists 8o fthem. Amongthese8 the
UNEP points to rivers as being the direct pathways of
plastic debris which ultimately lands up into the ocean.
The UNEP urges people to helpjoin a river clcan-up
group and benefit the ecosystem. But this too is easier
said titan done. Some groups in Shillong have been
cleaning riverssince 2019 at least twice a month. Their
conccm is that people residing nearest to the rivers and
in fact building on rivers are the biggest polluters but
they never everjoin river clean-ups. The bulk ofgar-

bage it

rivets isinevitable plastics but they also include

huge chunks of plastic bottles. Hotels and restaurants

should take the lead by providing water

Solutions to Beat
Plastic Pollution

Ihe theme of last year's
World Environment 1>ay was.
w'OnlyOne Earth,” with focus
on 'Living Sustainably in
Harmony with Nature." This
year the theme is «BeatPlas-
ticPollutionfo. Looking back
a year later, the question that
the world can ask itself is -
what have wc done to live
sustainably with nature? Or
have we arrived at a more
serious problem today - the
problem of plastic, plastic
everywhere. So much so the
theme this year is just that -
Beat Plastic Pollution. Waste,
which includes plastic, is
a major challenge that the
world is facing. Plastic not
only constitutes the bulk of
waste generated but is also
one of the most harmful and

Waste Matter

Currently, approximately
1.3 billion tons of solid mu-
nicipal waste is generated
each year, and it is expected
togrow from 2.24 billion tons
in 2020 to nearly 3.88 billion
tons by 2050. In 2019. mu-
nicipal solid waste (MSW)
was the third-largest source
of human-caused methane
emissions in the US (EPA).
Around the world. MSW
contributes 11% of total
methane emissions. The ma-
jority of that has to do with
food waste, which releases
8% of global greenhouse
emissions.

Meanwhile, an estimated
1.6 billion tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent (C02-

By HH Mohrmen

But where is the "away"?
Very often, by "away,” wc
mean away from our house,
away from our villages or
towns, away to where our
eyes can't see, or away into
the landfill to be more pre-
cise. "Away” can also mean
a situation where wc think
that there is an arrangement
that someone or some agency
like the Municipal Board is
responsible for the garbage
that we generated. It can
also be a situation similar to
when the ‘waste' bucket is in
somebody elsc's hand and
since it is not in my hand,
it is not my responsibility
anymore. "Out of sight, out
of mind.” would be the best
description of the mindset
that we have with the way
we dispose o fwaste. There is
no such thing as "away." As
Annie Leonard said, "When
you throw snirolhing away, it
must go somewhere.”

Even when wc have a
landfill toduirp the wastewc
generated, it isagain the same
‘away’ mindsci that sincc it is
not in my backyard or not in
my town anymore, it is not
my responsibi ity. The reason
is when wc dump our waste
anywhere oi even in the
landfill, it will not end there;
it will flow somewhere and
most probably end up in the
ocean. Waste accumulated
in the landfill will producc
harmful gases, and more
importantly, it will take ages

[4 gas
emissions were generated
from solid waste manage-
ment in 2016. This accounts
for about 5% o fglobal emis-
sions. Without improvements
in the sector, solid waste-
related emissions are antici-

sand

glasses instead ofadding tons of plastic bottles which
may be recyclcd but which leave behind micro plastic
residues that are ingested by humans and animals.
India and the State of Meghalaya has invested a
phenomenal sum in awareness campaigns but the re-
sult. are abysmal. A time has come for the state to use
its penal powers against polluters in the “Polluter pays
principle.” It is also important to ramp up the waste
collectionand management systems notjust inthe state
capital and district headquarters but also in the rural

hamlets whercplastic pollution isgaini

pated to increase to 2.6 billion
tons of C i by
2050 (World Bank document
"What a Waste 2.0").
Unsound waste manage-
ment has serious economic,
environmental, health, and
social implications. Sadly,
less than 20% of our waste
is recycled each year. More-
over. more than 90% of trash
in low-incomc countries is
either dumped in the open or
burned, posing a threat to the
environment, exacerbating
climate worries, and making

g momentum.

World Environment Day has to go beyond the June
5 symbolic observation. The school syllabus must
include field *vork for students where they adopt a
riverand clcari it regularly apart from also makingall
educational institutions plastic free zones. Children
need to learn to care for the environment too.

Change of name
a fundamental
right

Editor.

The front page of the
Shillong Times. June 3.
2023. carried a news item
on the “KHADC directive
against change of clan, sur-
name”. According to the
news report, a statement
issued by the Executive
Comnmittee quotxl the Khasi
Social Custom of Lineage
Act 1997. which prohibits
change of surname without
the consent of the KHADC.

OnJuuc2,2023. dieAlla-
habad High Court ruled that
the right to keep a name of
choice or change it accord-
ing to personal preference
comes within the fundamen-

The court referred to
Article 19(1 Xa) (freedom
of speech and expression)
Article 2L (right to life and
personal liberty; and Articic
14 (right to equality) of the
Constitution of India.

In allowing the petition
the High Court quashed
an order passed by the Ut-
tar Pradesh Board of High
School and Intermediate
Education that refused an
application of the petitioner
to changc his name. The
judge ordered the UP Board
to re-issue fresh high school
and intermediate certifi-
cates incorporating the name
change.

In its judgement, the
Court observed that the hu-
man name is an inalienable
part ofan individual life

The court adJcd that the
importance of an individual
name is experienced in all
aspects of life, including
social interfaces, and that
the power and glory of the

human name transcends time
and is not fenced by bound-
aries.

In the name changc by the
petitioner before the court,
the old and new names are
names generally connccted
with different religions. Ap-
parently cultural of religious
norms and traditions do not
in any way restrict the fun-
damental right to change
one’s name according to the
individual's wish.

Hence any law or Act
such as the Khasi Social Cus-
tom of Lineage Act, which
infringes on fundamental
rights is untenable, and li-
able to be struck do« n by the
courts, if challenged.

Yours ctc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor
Via email

Why halt
recruitment to
government posts?

Editor

The Meghalaya Govern-
ment has recently kept in
abeyance all stages of re-
cmitment and deferred the
declaration of results of re-
cruitment to various posts
until further orders, thereby
causing extreme anxiety
for job aspirants as well as
parents as no timeline has
been indicated on the matter.
1 do not want to go into the
circumstances that led to this
move but the present situa-
tion could have been avoided
had the government handled
the reservation roster issue
in a more pragmatic man-
ner. Now the government
has to address two issues
namely the review of the job
reservation policy and the
Reservation Roster. Whereas
diver:*: view:; have emerged
in respect of the former, there

P for countries
to tackle the issue immedi-
ately (World Bank document
"Whata Waste 2.0").
There is no such
thing as "Away"
The general mindset is
that if there is waste, one has
to throw it away or dump it.

appears to be near unanimity
as far as the Roster system
is concemed as prospective
implementation would not
only be fair but also practi-
cable. There is also a concern
expressed by students who
would want to pursue higher
studies in different disci-
plines through StatcQuotaas
to whether selection will be
done based on the old policy
or otherwise. In my opinion,
review of thejob reservation
policy which will be dealt
with by an Expert Committcc
is not possible within a short
period as the views of all
stakeholders have to be taken
into account, further, there
has to be a proper scrutiny
from legal, constitutional and
other angles so as to ensure
smooth implementation of
the policy.

It is not clear as to how
long the present ban on re-
cruitment process will con-
tinue. My suggestion is to
deal with the Roster issue and
review the job reservation
policy separately. Once the
Roster problem is resolved,
the ban may be lifted and
the present reservation policy
may be followed until the
time the new policy comes
into force. This will be in the
interest of the youth whose
carccrs have already been
impacted by the Covid -19
pandemic and in view of the
age limit for government
jobs.

Yours ctc.,
J. Lyngdoh.
Via email

India is robust
enough to scrap
the Sedition law

Editor.

The judgment of the Al
lahabad High Court needs

to Now single-
use plastics are choking our
environment, and landfills
everywhere ttm into moun-
tains of trash that ultimately
end up in the seas.

Waste in the Occan

It is a known fact that
rivers and lakes carry plastic
waste from ceep inland to
the sea making them major
contributors lo occan pol-
lution. Despite the efforts
made by different countries,
it is estimated that 75 to 199
million tons of plastic are cur-
rently found n our oceans.
The amount of plastic waste
entering aqua ic ecosystems
could nearly triple from 9-14
million tons p2Tyear in 2016
to 23-37 million tons per
year by 2040 (UNEP). The
Great Pacific Garbage Patch
is a horrifying collection of
floating trash spanning an
area three tines the si/c of
France, located between Cali-
fornia and Hawaii (National
Geography). According to
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOA.V, there arc at

careful exam nation before
any commen on the sedi-
tion law:

The Court says. “India’s
unity is not made o f bamboo
reeds which will bend to pass-
ing winds ofcupty slogans.”
These remark? were made by
the Court while granting bail
to three Kashmiri students
who raised some slogans and
they were booked under sec-
tion 124A . The Court quoted
three lines from poet Alama
Igbal’s song. "Saarcjahan sc
achha Hindustan hamara.” to
stress the consiancy of Indian
valuesand thestrength of the
Indian polity.

IPC Sections 124 A (se-
dition), 153-A (promoting
enmity between different
groups) and 505 (1)(B) (with
intent to cause, or which is
likely to cause, fear or alarm
to tix* public, cr toany section
ofthe public), and 66-F o fthe
Information Technology Act
have been arbitrarily used in
recent limes. Ihc Supreme
Court too had delivered its
judgement on the unneces-
sary use of Section 124 A
and had commented that
it is not seditious to have
views different from that
of the government’s. This
was in respcc to the former
chief minister of Jammu
and Kashmir expressing his
views on Article 370 which
were diffcrem from that of
the government’s.

Earlier toe the Supreme
Court had held that only a
violent revolution against
the Government would at-
tract the charge of sedition.
This judgement was passed
in 1962 in the case of Ke-
dar Nath Sin*h which says.
“Someone’s siatcment criti-
cising the Government does
not_invoke an offencc of
sedition or defamation.” The
Supreme Court has recogn-

least two more floating trash
patches: one in the South
Pacific Occanand tix*otherin
the North Atlantic Occan
Plastic: The main culprit
The UNEP website in-
formed that every minute,
one million plastic bottles
arc sold worldwide, and at
the same time, five trillion
plastic bags arc used ev-
ery year. Singic-usc plastic
constitutes about halfof the
plastic produced worldwide.
From the 1950s to the 1970s.
plastic waste was relatively
manageable beeausc only a
small amount of plastic was
produced. In two decades,
plastic waste generation more
than tripled by 1990. In the
beginning of the 2000s. the
amount o fplastic waste gen-
erated rose more in a single
decade than it had in the
previous 40 years. Today, wc
producc about 400 million
tons of plastic waste every
year, and global production
of primary plastic is fore-
casted to reach 1,100 million
tons by 2050. Sadly, of the
seven billion tons of plastic
waste generated globally so
far. less than 10 percent has
been recycled
Approximately 36 percent
of all plastics produced are
used in packaging, including
single-use plastic products
for food and beverage con-
tainers. approximately 85
percent of which end up in
landfills or as unregulated
waste. Hie different types of
plastic waste include Poly-
ethylene tcrephthalate (PET).
used for making water bot-
tles. dispensing containers,
biscuit trays: iligh-density
polyethylene (HDPE), used
for nuking shampoo bottles,
milk bottles, free/erbags, icc
cream containers; Low-tlen-
sity polyethylene (LDPE).
used for making bags, trays,
containers, food packaging
film; Polypropylene (PP),
used for packaging potato
chip bags, microw ave dishes,
icc cream tubs, bottle caps,
single-use face masks; Poly-
styrene (PS), used as cutlciy.
plates, cups; and Expanded
polystyrene (FPS). mostly
used for protective packag-
ing. hot drink cups.
The Neccssary Evil
While plastic has many
valuable uses, and it has
become a product we have
all been addicted to. single-
use plastic products have
severe environmental, social,
economic, and health conse-
quences. Itis also ironic that
the same properties that make

ised dissent as a “symbol 0 fa
vibrant democracy.” Indiv idu-
als who assert causes which
may be unpopular for those
in power arc yet entitled to
the freedoms which arc guar-

plastics so useful, which give
them durability and resistance
to degradation, also make
them nearly impossible for
nature to completely break
own. Plasties, ineluding mi-
croplastics. arc now part of
our natural environment and
can be found everywhere.

The sad part is that most
plastic items never fully dis-
appear. they just break down
into smallerand smaller piec-
es. Those microplastics can
enter tlx; human body through
inhalation and absorption and
accumulate in organs. Mi-
croplastics have been found
in human lungs, liver, spleen,
and kidneys. A study recently
detected microplastics in the
placentas of newborn babies
(UNEP).

The Way to Beat
Plastic Pollution

The first step to beat plas-
tic pollution is to move from
singlc-usc to reusable plastic
products and increase the use
of recycled plastics. As re-
sponsiblecitucns. individuals
can slop using plastic straws
and bring their own water
bottles. One can also pres-
sure their local authority to
properly manage their city's
waste. Take a pledge to adopt
new habits to limit your plas-
tic footprint. When shopping,
choose food with no plastic
packaging, carry a reusable
bag. buy local products, and
refill containers to rcducc
plastic waste and its effecton
the environment.

We all need to become ze-
ro-waste champions and live a
zero-waste lifestyle. We need
to control singlc-usc plastic
intake and bring our own
reusable drinking bottles
We must be the cnangc we
want to see by advocating for
change and by campaigning
against using plastic in local
supermarkets, restaurants,
and local suppliers. W must
begin by refuse plastic cutlery
and straws, and explain why.

Each year, around 92 mil-
lion metric tons of textile
waste is generated worldwide.
1ix* fashion industry produces
20 percent o f glohal wastewa-
ter and 10 pcreent of global
carbon emissions. One might
as well consider sustainable
clothing lines, reuseor second-
hand cloth shops, and repair
ourclotheswhenever possible.
Ihope these arc some ways that
we can beat plastic pollution.
Itisonly apt that this articic is
concluded with thc* adage by a
native American Chief named
Seattle of Duwamish tribe
who said in 1855: “Continue
to contaminate your bed. and
you will one night suflocatc
in your own waste."

amendments in the provi-
sions, such as mandatory
preliminary investigation,
procedural safeguards and
revision in punishment, in
order to curb misuse of Sec-
tion 124A.TheC ission's

anteed by the C
Voices in opposition cannot
be muzzled by persecuting
those who take up unpopular
causes. Unfortunately, the
eolonial-cra law which says
that, "'whoever by words,
cither spoken or written,
or by signs, or by visible
representation or otherwise
brings or attempts to bring
into hatred or contempt or
cxcitcs or attempts to cxcitc
disaffection towarilsthe Gov-
ernment shall be punished
with imprisonment for life,”
still remains as Section 124A
of the Indian Penal Code.
It is expected that such a
draconian provision should
be removed from the statute
books.

Hie Law Commission had
given its views recently on
sedition. It comes at a time
when Prime Minister Modi
is visiting several countries
Moreover, the G20 confer-
ence is being held in India
and such recommendations
by the Law Commission will
question the liberal nature
of Indian democracy. Even
Pakistan has annulled Sec
124A. India is the world's
largest democracy, hence
there should be no placc for
such regressive laws. The law
panel's stand contradicts the
Supreme Court's roling.

Favouring the retention
of Section I124A (sedition)
of the Indian Penal Code,
the Law Commission argued
that repealing this law can
have 'serious adverse rami-
fications for the security and
integrity o fthe country,” The
panel, however, hae made
recommendations regarding

report comcs almost a year
after the Centre had told the
Supreme Court that it would
re-examine and reconsider
the sedition law. Follow-
ing this assurance, the apex
court had directed the Centre
and all state governments
to refrain from registering
any FIR under Section 124A
while suspending all ongoing
cases. The law panel's stand
on the regressive legislation
goes against the spirit of the
Supreme Court's nilings and
observations when there arc
other laws to deal with such
cases. Its continuance in the
statute book is undermining
India'sdcmocratic credentials
and imposing unreasonable
restrictions on freedom of
speech and expression. It is
a well- known fact that the
sedition law is laigcly a tool
used by the State to commit
excesses. It should definitely
be scrapped before it inflicts
more damage on our consti-
tutional framework.

In the recent pasteven the
United Nation Human Rights
Commission took up matters
ofviolations o f human rights
by the Indian government par-
ticularly related to the various
violations by security forces
in Kashmir after removal of
Section 370 in the state.

Yours etc.,

YYash Pal Ralhan.

Via email
Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
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Anthrocology
the Science for
Survival

By Barnes Xlawrie

Today i» June 5, - World
Environment Day. It is be-
ing observed all over the
world. Of late this day has
gained mox*significance and
acquired a sense of greater
urgency, in the face of cli-
matechanjc that is scourging
humanity and threatening its
survival. Recently, climatolo-
gists have predicted that the
period be.ween 2023 and
2030 will witness some ofthe
hottest years in history. It is
in this context that | think wc
need to reinventour lost rela-
tionship with our natural en-
vironment. Probably it is time
to speak o fAnthrocology. the
science forsurvival.
Anthropology is the sci-
cnce that studies human be-
ings, their origin, theirevolu-
tion, cthnidty and culture. It
comcs from the Greek root
“andro” irenning man and
“logos" meaning knowledge
or study. Ecology on the
other hand is a scicnce that
studies the natural environ-
ment. It comcs from another
Greek root “oikos" meaning
relationship between organ-
isms and their environment
and *logos” meaning study.
In many universities this

discipline is under the name
of Environmental Science.
These arc already estab-
lished sciences in their own
rights. They exist as im-
portant disciplines in most
universities. However, today
humans should not content
themselveswithjust studying
Anthropology and Ecology,
but we should perhaps invent
another diiciplinc, namely.
Athrocolojjy. Let me explain
the reasons for the need for
such a scicncc.

Ihcabove mentioned two
scicnces have a great lacuna
becausc they study two reali-
ties (man and nature) sepa-
rately without establishing
a connection between them.
Unfortunately, the develop-
ment ofdilfcrent scicnccs in
the West has given so little
attention to the study of our
natural environment. The
study of Biology. Botany
or Zoology arc siiictly con-
nceted with the physical
aspects of these elements,
basically the anatomy of
plants and living organisms.
As such, none of these sci-
cnccs deals with the seem-
ingly “less scientific” aspect
of the organic relationship
between these realities. The
adverse ouicome o fthis west-
ern scientilic approach is the
utter "indifference” towards
the well-being o f our natural
environment.

overstepped the
ty given to him
by the Creator to be "stew-
ards” of creation. He has
instead declared himself as
the "master” of creation,
thereby almost usurping
God's authority. This has
resulted ir. "reification” or
“commodification,” of our
natural environment, con-
sidering Mother Nature no
more as a living entity but
as a non-l ving thing to be
fully exploited at will. It is
precisely his materialistic
outlook on Mother Nature
that has led to the destruction
of our planet Earth by man
ami today we have lo hear
the adverse of

it all. Global warming, ris-
ing temperature and climate
changc arc all man-made
calamities. Remember what
Pope Francis said “if you
slap nature, nature will strike
you back.” Nature is not
merciful but it pays us in
the same coin. Therefore,
when humans try to mess
with her. this is what they
arc getting back, calamity
after calamity and the worse
is still to come.
Anthrocology strictly
speaking could be consid-
ered a scicnce practiced
by the tribal people. Tribal
communities arc that sec-
tion of humanity that is
closely connccted to Mother
Nature. They arc the ones
who understand and are
able to feel the pulse of
nature. They possess the
«ibility to conunimitate with
every element in nature. The
Khasi ancestors used to say
that once upon a time "men
and beasts spoke the same
language* (u bricw u mrad. u
khla u thlen. kawci ka kticn
ki dang ki dang iakrcn). One
of the well-known Khasi
myths speaks of the com-
mon market of humans and

animals known as lew Luri-
lura. Such beliefs arc very
common among tribal com-
munities all over the world
It seems that humans basi-
cally aspire to regain that
ability to communicatc with
nature. This is projected in
today's animated films and
cartoons.

Anthrocology has its
basis on the cognitive as-
sent and affective link to
our natural environment
and the realization that the
Earth is an organism and
thus everything in it (living
and nonliving) arc closely
interconnected. Hie fact that
we humans and other living
entitieson this Earth are suf-
fering the adverse impacts
of climate changc caused
by our greed and ambition,
is a clear proof of this or-
ganic character o four planet.
Anthrocology thus studies
the basic symbiosis and the
interdependence between
organisms which exist inour
planet but which we humans
have set oft' balance.

Primitive or tribal com-
munities are the ones who
understand this scicncc be-
causc they have been living it
for centurics. No wonder the
world today looks up again to
these communities for inspira-
tion. Forcxampk*. the institu-
tion o fsacred groves popular
among tribal communities, is
the practical manifestation of
this science and it has proven
the wisdom of our ances-
tors. In the present situation
when the existence of our
very own planet is in great
danger, perhaps it is time
for humanity to return to
our primitive lifestyle of
being intimately connected
to Mother Nature. In Biblical
terms, it means a return to
the "Eden cxistcnce,” which
has every characteristic of
tribal life where there was a
perfect communication and
communion between the
Creator, humans and Moihcr
Nature. To retrieve this lost
communion would be the

goal of
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Tragedy on tracks
WHEN tragedy struck, it struck in epic propor-
tions. It is premature to arrive at conclusions
as to why and how three trains got derailed or
collided one after another. Initial assumptions
are that electronic signal malfunctioning was to
blame and that a maintenance work on signals
there recently was notdone properly. There is no
way to get at the truth, perhaps, as the outcomes
ofall official investigations are manipulated at
will. Even thejudicial inquiries are a sham. The
reports generally run into hundreds of pages,
all verbal indulgences, and often it is difficult
to make head or tail out of these. They are sim-
ply futile exexises costing huge sums. Finn
conclusions ate rarely made, leaving many ifs
and buts unexplored. Such inquiries are mostly
an cscapc attempt to hoodwink the public. The
reports gather dust in the respective ministerial
departments. Hence, optimism is less about a
proper dissection of the reasons that led to the
Balasore mishap though technical teams inves-
tigating the matter might be able to arrive at
some conclusions and confidentially reach them

to the government.

The tendency on the part of politicians to fish

in troubled waters proved to be supreme again.
Since one of ihe trains was from and another
to Kolkata, it was natural that chief minister
Mamata Banerjee rushed to Balasore. Banerjee
leased the railway minister on the spot and her
nephew quickly demanded that Vaishnaw resign.
Opposition leader Suvendu Adhikari rightly
asked him back whether his aunt had resigned as

the then rail minister after the huge rail mishap,
in Jnaneswari in West Bengal in 2010, which
killed 150 passengers. It is logical that a rail
ministerowns up moral responsibility, admits to
aflaw in his functional responsibility and hangs
up his boots. Yet, the priority now was to deal
with an emergency situation. But these political
devils were not in the least bothered about the
tragedy at hand. Their mental preoccupation is
to make political gains at every drop ofa hat.
The pain that the large mass of injured pas-
sengers went through was unimaginable. The
rescue work wenton and on for nearly 24 hours.
Rushing the disaster response teams to the scene
helped. But, this drag for long hours could have
been avoided had the army been called out post
haste to take charge in full force. This would
have speeded up the rescue. Instead, the injured
were made to struggle through their bone or
head fractures or worse inside the derailed com-

partments for several hours. A big question is,
why the long drag about the Kavach system’s
full-scale implementation to avert head-on col-
lisions. This istruly a national disaster.

Odd-even rule

Editor,

People who own more
than one vehicle havingend-
ing odd and eve» registra-
tion numbers would always
welcome this road ration-
ing scheme, for their own
convenience. Please think
about those who took a loan
for one second-hand Maruti
800 or Tata Nano. Wc paid
our taxes in full, not 50%
sowe should get even space
to drive our vehicles.

Yours etc.,
D. Pakyntein
Via email

Illogical
decision on
odd-even
scheme

Editor.

The decision of the DC
Shillong to implcnent "odd-
even” scheme to alleviate
the traftic woes in Shillong
is baffling to say the least
The idea itself is not wrong

I>ul the plan u>implement die
odd-even scheme on public
transport instead of on pri-
vate vehiclesis what beggars
belief. Public transportation
is the lifeline of the country
and the ban carries far reach-
ing implications then what
was apparently foreseen
before notifying the scheme.
Hundreds of ordinary citi-
zens who depend on public
transportation will suffer as
will the drivers.

One fails to understand
why the private vehicles,
which are the major cause
of trafflc woes in the city,
were kept out of the ambit
of the scheme. This easily
would have solved, at least
temporarily, the traffic issues
whilegiving the administra-
tion the much-needed time
to effect systemic changes
in the trafflc system over the
long run.

This will be another case
where the administration
will probably end up rolling
kick anotherunpopulardeci-
sion not hark«vl by logic

Yours etc.,
Sumit Kar
New Delhi

Is the reservation
debate over?

The formation of the Ex-
pertCommittee may have led
to a break in the agitations,
but the issue of the review of
the Reservation Policy is far
from being over. Tocalm the
tensions, the government has
instituted an expert commit-
tee to review the State Res-
ervation Policy by obtaining
views from all stakeholders,
including political parties.
NGOs, and civil society
organisations (CSOs). An-
other mandate also seems to
initiate the evaluation o f the
issue from a legal perspective

By Bhogtoram Xtawroh

paragraph makes it very clcar
that the argument was not the
correct interpretation of the
Constitution.

In paragraph 94A. the
learned judge* of the Indra
Sawhney & Others v. Union
of India case explained that
“We (the judges) must, how-
ever, pointoutthat Clause (4)
speaks ofadequate represen-
tation and not proportionate
representation. Adequate
representationcannot be read

and gatheri on the
socio-economic and demo-
graphic characteristics of the
state’s population. The latter
would be important sincc res-
ervation is meantto raise the
backward classes while not
perpetuating the dominance
ofthe advanced classes over
the former. Upon the con-
clusion of their mandate,
the Committee will come
out with its conclusions, but
whether they arc going to be
accepted by the Government
or the agitators is not yet
clear. Also, the reservation
issue is too important to be
left to politicians, who have
their own agenda, which
might prove disastrous for
the common people in the
long run. It is here that the
legal issue becomes very im-
portant, and the 1992 Indra
Sawhney & Others v. Union
of India has to be under-
stood since any change to the
policy will have to challenge
this landmark judgment.
The demand for the re-
view o fthe reservation policy
isbased on the argument that
sincc the Khasi-Jaintia have
a larger population, they
should also have more of the
share, i.e., 46%-47%. with
the Garo being consigned to
31% as against the 40:40 mlc
being followed currently.
The problem is that neither
Article 16(4) nor the 1992
Indra Sawhney & Others
V. Union of India judgment
agrees with such a view. It
is not to say that there have
been no arguments for that.
In the 1975 NM Thomas v.
State of Kerala judgment.
Justice Fazal Ali observed
that “Suppose, for instance
a State has a large number
of backward class of citi-
zens which constitute 80%
of the population and the
Government, inorder to give
them proper representation,
reserves 80% of the jobs for
them can it be said that the

as pr
tion. Principleof proportion-
ate representation is accepted
only in Articles 330 and 332
of the Constitution and that
too fora limited period”. Let
us simplify this: Reserva-
tions have to be given based
on ensuring he adequacy
of rcprescntaton. However,
adequacy of repr

portionate rep

ensuring that their represen-
tation is adequate. So. the
Court might observe that
the 50% rule should also

tions enumerated under the
Indra Sawhney judgment
will be a very tricky affair
as population size (already
rejected) and even special
protection status, i.e., the
sixth Schedule (given India

be to Meg
since it will not dilute the de-
mographic dominance o fthe
ST population in the state.
There are those who will,
however, argue that the 50%
rtilccan be overlooked under
extraordinary conditions
Can that not be the basis for
giving reservations based on
proportionate representation
as well?

Clause (4) of Article 16
states that “the State can en-
act legislation for the reser-
vation 0 fposts in the govern-
ment sector orjobs in favour
of the backward classes of
citizens, which the State
considers to have not been

does not mean proportionate
representation, i.e.. based on
population size. So, there-
fore, reservations cannot
be given on the basis of
proportionate representa-
tion but only on the basis of
adequacy of representation
Butwhat is th s adequacy of
representation, and how did
the Court arrive at the figure
they considered appropriate
for encapsulating adequate
representation?

The third sentence of the
same paragraph, i.e.. 94A
reads. "It is therefore not
possible to accept the theory
of proportionate representa-
tion though tie proportion
of population o f backward
classes to the total population
would certainly be relevant.
Just as every power must be
exercised reasonably and
fairly, the power conferred
by Clause (4) of Aniclc 16
should also beexercised ina
fair manner and within rea-
sonable limits - and what is
more reasonable than to say
that reservation under Clause
(4) shall not exceed 50% of
the appointments or posts,
barring certan extra-ordi-
nary situations as explained
hereinafter”. So. there arc a
few things that can be taken
from this pa<sagc. Firstly,
reservations ax' meant to be
given on the issue of back-
wardness. not population
size. Secondly, the Court has
decided that 50% satisfies
the adequate representation
principle. In the case of
Meghalaya, which has more
than 80% ST (Scheduled

percentage of reser is
bad and violates the permis-
sible limits of Clause (4)
of Article 162 The answer
must necessarily be in the
negative”, i.e.. reservation
can be based on the size of
population, concurring with
the demand being made
now. This observation was
also recorded in the Indra
Sawhney judgment in para-
graph 93. But the subsequent

Riatsasim
Jowai to Myntdu
Bridge needs

urgent repair

Editor,

Iam writing to draw at-
tention to a critical issue that
has been overlooked for far
too long—the deteriorating
condition of the road from
Riatsasim to Myntdu Bridge,
Treiongriang. Jowai. It is
around 2 kilometres and the
starting part of Jowai-Am-
larem-Dawki (JAD) Road
which is a busy road con-
necting Jowai, the District
Headquarter and Amlarem
the Sub-divisional Head
of Amlarem Sub-Division
where many travellers in-
cluding tourists travel to
and fro on a daily basis.
This road, has been left un-
attended for several years,
resulting in numerous safety
hazards and inconvenience
forresidents and commuters
alike. This road, besides be-
ing very narrow and winding

Tribe) the 50%
rule does not take away
their right to run their own
administration. Sincc 50%
is reserved only for ST. the
balance between ST and
non-ST is maintained. Also,
itcan be reasooably expected
that some seats under the
open competition category
will go to S~, which will
result in the majority of ST
in government serv ices, thus

landslides on die sides ofthe
road, posing sgnificant risks
to motorists. The absence
of guard wals exacerbates
these dangers, leaving ve-
hicles vulnerable to acci-
dents and potential injuries.
Further, the lack of proper
drainage systems has caused
rainwater to erode the sides
of the road, naking it nar-
rower and more susceptible
to damage. The result is the
formation of numerous pot-
holes. making travel on this
road an arduous and hazard-
ous experience. This narrow
and damaged road ultimately
creates inconvenience and
poses a threat to the lives of
drivers and all commuters
who travel through this road
and eventually may cause
loss to human lives unless
immediately prevented.

It s disheartening to note
that while the road from
Myntdu Bridge. Treiongri-
ang to Lad .Vustem has un-
dergone expansions and im-
provements, and also many
new roads worth hundred
crorcs of rupees are being

in the
services of the State”. Sincc
the Indra Sawhney judgment
has been very clear that res-
ervations cannot be given
on the hasisof proportionate
representation, i.e.. based on
population size, exemption
from the 50% rule cannot be
based on proportional repre-
sentation. In fact, the condi-
tions listed under the Indra
Sawhney judgment reaffirm
that again: While 50% shall
be the rule, it is necessary not
to put out of consideration
certain extraordinary situ-
ations inherent in the great
diversity of this country and
the people. It might happen
that in far-flung and remote
areas the population inhab-
iting those areas might, on
account of their being outof
the main stream of national
lifeand in view ofconditions
peculiar to and character-
istical to them, need to be
treated in a different way.
sonic relaxation in this strict
rule may become imperative
In doing so. extreme cau-
tion is to he exercised and a
special case made out (from
sub-paragraph number four
of paragraph 94A).

There are three main crite-
ria mentioned here: far-flung
and remote areas: being out
ofthe mainstream o fnational
life; and having conditions
peculiar to and characteristic
ofthem. There is no mention
of population size, which
would have clashed with
the principle that reserva-
tions cannot be made on the
basis of proportionate repre-
sentation. So. reservations
even under extraordinary
situations cannot be given
on the basis of population.
But if the case goes to court
(it will definitely go if the
present reservation policy
is disturbed), will the state
reservation policy be justi-
fied under the argument of
extraordinary situations? |
am highly worried that may
not happen.

The extraordinary situa-

sliueluie development Imn
notonly inconvenienced the
local community but also
compromised their safety.

I urge the concerned au-
thorities to take immedi-
ate action to address these
pressing issues. Construct-
ing strong guard walls on
both sides of the road would
indeed be a crucial safety
measure, particularly in
areas prone to landslides
during rainy days. Addition-
ally. proper drainage systems
should be implemented to
prevent further erosion and
damage. Widening the road
would be beneficial to al-
leviate the difficulties faced
by drivers. Even a modest
expansion of 5 to 6 inchcs
on both sides would provide
much-needed relief to the
drivers.

1also call upon the sup-
port of fellow community
members to join this cause
and raise their voices against
the neglect of this Road
Together, we can create a
collective pressure on the
authorities to prioritize the

is being due to
incessant heavy rains during
the monsoons in the past few
years

The heavy rain leads to

nstructed, ihe
part of the JAD road has
been continuously neglected
for a significant period of
time. The disparity in infra-

and safety of
this vital roadway.

As a frequent and con-
cerned traveller, it compels
me to write this letter with

has for minorities
inscribed in its Constitu-
tion and believes in unity in
diversity, which makes any
special treatment a norm or
part ofthe mainstream), may
not be convincing enough
as the Court may demand
more evidence than that.
Then there is the 2017 Shri
Amar Singh vs. State of Me-
ghalaya judgment, wherein
in paragraph 22. the Court
observed that “while revisit-
ing the Reservation Policy,
the Governmentshould keep
in mind that the Constitution
ofIndia does notdesire more
than 50% reservation and a
Nationalistic view should
be taken so that no class or
citizen is deprived of his
her rights guaranteed by the
Constitutiono fIndia". So the
Court hasalso hinted that the
present reservation policy,
which breaches the 50%
ceiling, should be changed
and made amenable to the
Indra Sawhney judgment
So. if the case goes to the
Meghalaya High Court, there
is every possibility that the
reservation could be brought
down to 50%. But even if it
survives the High Court, it
may not be so lucky in the
Supreme Court. Therefore,
caution is very important

So what about the ar-
gument of a combined ST
reservation with merit being
the deciding factor? Such an
argument goes against the
tenets of reservation, which
were reiterated by the 1992
Indra Sawhney judgment,
which observed in paragraph
111 that "it cannot also be
ignored that the very idea of
reservation implies selection
of a less meritorious per-
son”. In fact, the argument of
merit is often repeated by the
anti-reservation groups that
want no special provision for
backward classes. So. those
believing in the merit argu-
ment should compete in the
open competition category
and not in the reserved cate-
gory. Reservations are meant
forthe backward classes and
not the meritorious.

The last thing 1 want to
say is that it is not logical or
rational to risk the guaran-
teed 40% foran extra 6% or
7%. In fact. I would urge all
to read the Indra Sawhney
& Others v. Union of India
judgment (easily available
online), make theirown calls,
and not allow their future to
be destroyed by politicians.
That's my request to all.

(The views expressed in
the article are those o fthe
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

die hope lliut die Govern-

mentand the PWD Minister

secand read itand ultimately
do the needful.

Yoursetc.,

H. Passah

Jowai

A national
tragedy

Editor,

The railway accident in
Odisha is shocking, hor-
rible and woeful. It is the
worst rail accident in India
in nearly three decades that
left 288 people dead and over
1100 injured(still counting).
Watching the video and pic-
tures of the train accident is
very sorrowful. My condo-
lences to all people who have
losttheir loved ones.

It wasa horrible tragedy,
but by taking steps to im-
prove safety. We can prevent
future tragedies.

Yoursetc.,
Jahangir Ali.
Maharashtra

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Far sighted
employment
policy needed

By Gary Marbaniang

Conversations on the
Reservation policy have
raised the political tempera-
ture and the issue has always
been a ho. potato. The Khasi
Students Union (KSU) un-
der the leadership of Paul
Lyngdoh took to the streets
and led a highly charged
agitation for a reform of the
Reservation policy in 2001
but the agitation did not bear
any fruit.This time around
it is the nascent political
party.thc VPP which has
taken to ihe streets to push
for a reform of the Reser-
vation policy which has
remained unchanged since
the inccp ion of Meghalaya
51 years ago.Thc UDP and
the HSPDPon the other hand
argued that a reform of the
Reservation policy was on
the parties manifesto and
their argBment is that had
the electorate given them
the overwhelming mandate
to rule.thcy would have
kept theii poll promise and
reviewed the Policy

Different states in India
have implemented varied
employment and reserva-
tion policics.The labour and
employment department of
the government of Gujurat
came out with a resolution
in 1995 where it clearly
staled tint."minimum 85
percent of the recruitments
to the post in the cadre of
employees.workers and
artisans and minimum 60
percent to managerial and
supervisory posts in all the
undertakings of the state
government as well as all
the industries being provided
with incentives by the state
government situated in the
state shoild be made from
among tin; local residents.”
In Arunachal Pradesh there
is 80 percent reservation for
Arunachil Pradesh Sched-
uled Tribes in state govern-
rnentjobs. 1don'tknow how-
fair the recruitment process
is in Nagaland but the res-
ervation policy currently in
existence in Nagaland where
80 percent o f gazcttcd'tcch-
nical posts arc open for
competition to all the tribes
and where 37 percentofnon-
technical posts arc reserved
for the backward tribes.
| feel, is the right kind of
reservation policy; a similar
kind of reservation policy
| feel will be in the greater
interest ofour state.

As faras reservation for
non-technical posts in Me-
ghalaya s concerned, the
reservation should be based
on the population criteria and
fora fair and just policy, the
population of the Garo and
Khasi-Jaintia community in
1972 should be the point of
reference

The reality is that pan
India, job vacancies in the
government sector arc a
drop in the ocean if wc take
into acconnt the burgeoning
number of job seekers but
in North and North bast
IndiaJobs in the govern-
mentsector are still the most
sought after. South India
and some states in North
and Wesicrn India have a
strong and robust private
sector anil even though job
creation tojob seekers ratio
is still inadcquatc.yct the un-
employment situation is not
as pervas veaas it is in some
North hid an statesand North
East India Andhra Pradesh in
2019 became the firststate in
India to pass a bill which im-
poses 75 \bquota for locals
in the private sector. Many
industries analysts view the
bill as regressive and they
also feel that investment in
the state will take a hit and
it will notaugur well for the
future growth prospects of
the state. Haryana followed
suit by passing a similar
bill in 2021.The islati

war tom country caught in
a vicious cycle of poverty.it
is currently witnessinga mi-
raculous transformation and
ittis on the cusp of becoming
a middle income country.
In a span of just about ten
years, the GDP per capita
has almost doubled from a
mere 2197 USD in 2012 to
around 4200 USD in 2022
Vietnam is one of the fastest
growing economics in the
world and giant tech compa-
nies like Samsung have a big
role to play in this economic
transformation. For 2022,
out of the total 350 billion
dollars of exports.Samsung
contributed almost 65 billion
dollars.When a giant tech
company shifts operations
toaparticular country, italso
bringsalong its R& Dopera-
tions lo Iliut counuy dicicby
enhancing the quality o f hu-
man capital in the proccss;
this is what is happening in
Vietnam.

Theonly answer tounem-
ployment be it in Bihar. Mi-
zoram or Meghalaya is that
a shift from the agriculture
to the secondary and tertiary
scctor needs to happen and
recruiting the best brains for
supervisory positions in the
government scctor will help
in making the difficult transi-
tion possible. As far is Me-
ghalaya is concerned, there
is ample scope to generate
employment in the service
scctor primarily the tourism
scctor but solely relying on
a service sector is like rely-
ingon dcadwood.Thc Covid
pandemic has laid bare the
dangers of overcliance on
the tourism sector, one of the
main reasons for the collapse
of the Sri Lanka economy
was because its tourism
scctor was hit hard by the
Covid pandemic: according
to many analysts the ban on
chemical fertilizers was the
main reason that led to the
collapse of the Sri Lankan
economy but looking at the
bigger picturc.it was the
COVID pandemic and ihe
subsequent shutdown of in-
ternational tourism that sent
the Sri Lankan economy into
a tailspinuhc ban on chemi-
cal fertilizers was just the
final nail on the coffin

International tourism
which was a key part of
Thailand's Gross Domestic
Product also took a seri-
ous hit during the Covid
pandemic.In 2019.tourism
contributed 11.5 % to the
GDPofThailand: after April
2020.almostall international
borders were closed and
Thailand imposed its own
setof restrictions on foreign
visitors thereby hampering
its tourism industry badly but
even though the contribution
of tourism to the country’s
GDP rcduccd drastically
because o fthe pandemic yet
the country did not fall into
arecessionand it wasableto
weather the storm primarily
because of the existence ofa
strong and robust manufac-
turing scctor.The economy
of Thailand is an export
oriented economy with ex-
ports accounting for more
than two-thirds of gross do-
mestic product(GDP).Ovcr
250 billion worth of goods
and services are produced
annually in Thailand and
given it a solid standing in
the global cconomy.Thai-
land exports for 2021 was
a whopping 294.51 billion
dollars,a 14.28% increase
from 2020.Thailand is the
second largest economy in
Southeast Asia.Thc major
exportsare mostly manufac-
turing goods and some of its
produce are essential items
needed for the global supply
chain.Most of the units in
its manufacturing sector are
job absorbing units and the
end result is that unemploy-

imposes 75 % r
to the state domiciles for
private scctorjobs

A strong and robust
manufactjring scctor is the
only answer to generate
plentiful employment op-
portunities. A case in point
is Vietnam. From being a

ment isalmost tent.
rvation  Thailand's ploy

rate in 2022 was only 0.86

percent.

Can Meghalaya think
among these same progres-
sive lines or will it be stuck
on agitating about declining
and nearly non-existent gov-
ernmentjobs?
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India in the US

CURIOUSLY, the US is set to have a high-
profile vist of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
later this month. It comes close on the heels of
the current visit of India's principal opposition
figure Rahul Gandhi to the US. While feelings
are that Rahul Gandhi went overboard in his
criticism cf the Modi government all through
his present foreign jaunt, what came in response
from the White House was a virtual snub - with
a stress that, unlike what Rahul Gandhi chose
to paint, Ir.dia “is a vibrant democracy.” White
House coordinator for strategic communications
John Kirby, in an interaction with the media, af-
firmed that India remains a freecountry and that
the evidence o fwhich can be seen and felt by all
those who visited Delhi from abroad. Overall,
it was perhaps inaHvisahle for Rnhnl Gandhi to
have aired negative thoughts while on foreign
soil. Argumentsarc that such tongue-lashes have
tarnished the image of the nation.

Rahul Gandhi retains the right to criticise the
Modi governmentand sharply too while in India.
When he is in the US, he represents India and it
is incumbent on him to present a good picture
of his nation. The negatives can wait. Some of

what he stated, like "

rime Minister Narendra

Modi runs the nation by looking at the rear-vicw
mirror" - meaning his obsession is more with
the past, rot the present or the future - may
have grainsoftruth; as is likely evident from his
Mann Ki Baat as well, which delves more into
India's past with little reference to the present
state of afi'airs of the nation. Modi could talk
about today's India from a vantage point. Yet,
that has net been the case in much of his talks.

The Prime Minister would be in the US
from June 22 and this would be an occasion to
strengthen ties between the two nations. To his
credit. Modi maintained good relations with the
US and therest o fthe world, though, his attempts
to court the Pakistani leadership failed via the
much-publicized Lahore visit to greet then prime
minister Nawaz Sharifon his birthday. India's
ties with the US have been strong ever since the
time of Narasimha Rao and Manmohan Singh,

two Congress prime mii

sters, who extricated

India from the socialist mindset of Jawaharlal
Nehru. The US has been of help to Indiaat in-
ternational forums like the UN, though the two
sides hold different views vis-a-vis issues like
Pakistan. liis time to take India’s friendship with
the US forward, also as its significance in the
context ofthe Chinese machinations against this
country cannot be under-estimated. Such threat

potentials arc for real.

Ministry of
ordained lies

Editor.

Through this letter Iwant
to express my views on the
news item which appeared in
your esteemed paper under
the caption. “6 years on.
Mawkhar Ciurch refuses
to act against defalcation.”
shillong Tiaics dated 29
May 2023.

it is very painful to see
that our Mawkhar Church.
shillong which is also con-
sidered as the mother church
and one of the oldest Pres-
byterian Churches in Me-
ghalaya is uidcr the cloud
not because of the faults of
it's members but God only
knows who is at fault as no
one daresto came forward to
unveil the truths.

I beg to state that my
letter is not to judge, but
to seek answers as to what
happened to our money that

ery call whenever the need
arises. The fault lies in its
administration and the rea-
son being the concentration
of power in a small circle of
clected elders who at times
control manipulatively.

About 25 years ago when
my children were small. |
put them ina Christian Mis-
sion School which is located
near the Secretariat of lhe
Presbyterian Church. Il was
then that | witnessed the
behaviour of a few Church
Executives who behaved like
those Government babus.
who would let the driver or
peon carry their briefcaseand
follow behind likcachaprasi
in Government offices. The
scene that 1 witnessed in
those years was unbecoming
of Pastors who arc called to
be servants, not CEOs.

Bui this is not a soli-
tary case of the Presbyterian
Church of Mawkhar which
is now in the public eye for
the fund defal

we contributed
the years. 1know that there
are members or households
of the Church who had to
skipa meal in order to save
some money o donate to the
needs and requirements of
the Church. Socan we allow
our money tojust disappear
into thin air?

The fault isnot that of us
members who religiously
follow every rule of the
Church and respond to ev-

tion. Recently in 2019 it was
wiitten in the Report of the
Presbyterian Assembly of
Khasi and Jaintia Region that
around Rs 31.73,015.00 was
reported to be missing from
the account books. Subse-
quently an internal special
audit team was constituted to
look into the matter and in its
reportthe Special audit team
made several observations
that there was tampering of

A critique of the recent
happenings

By Albert Thyrniang

The supremo of the Voicc
of the People’s Party (VPP)
and Nongkrem MLA. Ar-
den Miller Basaiawmoit has
called off his indefinite hun-
ger strike. The government
which hadjust ten days ear-
lier insisted otherwise had
to agree on constituting an
expert committee to review
the slate's job reservation
policy- The ‘Gandhian* pro-
test and the complete U-tum
of the government need a
critique.

The VPP was founded
on the philosophy of clean
politics. Basaiawmoit might
have spent die time accorded
to him. courtesy the loss in
Assembly election of 2018
in soul searching. Reluming
to the UDP on which ticket
he won in 2008 only to be
denied the same in 2013 fol-
lowing his suspension was
notan option. That the UDP
played a role in his defeat in
2018 might have been in Ba-
saiawmoit's mind. As for the
11SPDPIhe possibility did not
arise though the “Sing’ (lion)
party made the UDP's rebel
its candidate from which he
emerged victorious in 2013
and forwhom he became the
party’s president later. The
no-turning back was definite
when in 2018, having lost
Nongkrem, the party dclicd
hisdiktat not lojoin the NPP
led government that included
the BJP. The clear choice was
to float a new political entity.
A team of educated citizens
came together to form the
VPP,

When it did finally take
shape, one was impressed
by the core ideology of
clean politics, the desire to
bring about change in the
old age creed that elections
arc fought and won via cash.
The think tank of the party
that includes academicians
know the level o fcorruption
in the state, to the point of
normalising it. Hence the
challenge was put before the
public not to sink in helpless-
ness but to rise above the
ashes. The choice o f*U Prah”
(winnower) as the symbol
was a masterstroke. The
leadership vowed to clean
the system of all dirt just as
a winnower separates the
paddy or rice form the straw,
chaff and other impurities.
Besidestaking on corruption,
prior to the last elections, the
party also made amply clear
that it would work to put an
end to political appointments
(wasteful expenditure) and
do away with the irritating
status symbol of ministers
and legislators

These noble ideals arc
appealing. The VPP caused
a stir winning four seats. Its

the account book and also
observed that these matters
should be handed over to
specialized agencies likcCI1D
rCBI.

Now. coming hack to the
Mawkhar Church, until today
why is ilieie iiu one to admit
or take responsibility for
what had happened? Why has
the Church not constituted
any proper and indepen-
dent committee to study the
case? Or is there more to it
than die sheer amount of Rs
4.5crores?

As reported, the Church
has been receiving income
tax notices. Of course this
is normal and every Church
organization across the State
is now subjected to filing of
returns as per Income Tax
law. But why did the Income
Tax Department stop issuing
routine notices to Mawkhar
Church? Perhaps the Income
Tax Department should have
followed up and taken im-
mediate action as and when
the news of alleged fund
embezzlement was made
public.

The Police Department
is requested not to go easy
with the case and | urge upon
the police personnel who arc
handling the case not to suc-
cumb to any pressure tactics
from any quarter be it politi-
cal or otherwise.

Besides the Rs 4.5 crorcs
cmbezzkrment there was the

°

election song, “iiahdeng Bah-
nah ha u Prah” was a roaring
hit during the campaigning
period and lingered on long
after the elections were over.
School chiklrcr. colleges and
university students jumped
and danced to the catchy
tune. The VPP did not rest
on dieir laurclsbut continued
the election niodc through
their membership drives in
many parts of Khasi-Jaintia
Hills demanding the review
ofthe ‘out-dated’and ‘unfair”
Reservation Policy besides
elucidating its ideology. Ba-
saiawmoit. with his fiery
speeches, was applauded by
his supporters.

when the government did
not concede to their demand
the VPP bossainounccd that
lie would so fo*an indefinite
hunger strike it the parking
lot of the additnnal secretar-
iat until the government ac-
cepts the review ultimatum
Agrand success, the ten day
long fast pullod bigger and
bigger crowds that swelled
every day.

Afast is a powerful politi-
caltool. From MK Gandhi to
Darshan Singhto Potti Srira-
mulu to K Chandrasekhar
Rao to Mamtita Bancrjee
to Anna Hafare. all used
the weapon to achieve their
goals. The VPP chief too
‘triumphed" over the govern-
ment thanks to the media.

However, though they
may look like an clYcctive
solution resulting from fasts
may not be the best because
decisions are taken at ransom
point. Gandhi’s fasts might
have driven th: English out
too fast leaving the country
ina mess including the ugly
partition that caused an es-
timate of a milion deaths.
We still grap.ilc with the
many problems in the North
Fast because the British left
without snrling Thi-m out
Potti Sriramulu's 58 days
fastand death cvated Andhra
Pradesh but ironically K
C'handrasckha* Rao had to
resort to the same trick to
carve out Telangana many
years later. The Trinamool
firebrand leader’s fast might
have banished Ihe Left from
its bastion but West Bengal
lost the Tata's investment
thatwould have boosted em-
ployment in the state. Anna
Harare’s fast was a political
ploy by Arvind Kejriwal to
unseat the Congress. Once
he accomplished his goal
Ik got rid of colleagues like
Prashant Bhmhan and Yo-
gendra Yadav.

The VPP’S fast too was a
blackmail. It compelled the
government to act in a hurry.

report about the Sohmylicng
Mission and apparently there
is something fishy in this
mission field loo. Sohmyl-
Ieng village now falls under
the Eastern West District
and it is quite a distance
from MawkhaL Why would
Mawkhar Church investthere
in the first placc? Of course.
Iam not saying that the vil-
lagers of Sohmyllcng and it's
adjacent villages do not need
good schools which | believe
big Churches from Shillong
can easily provide. But the
fact is that the schemers of
Mawkhar Church should
have looked at theirown front
yard or backyard first. There
are scores of people around
the area of KHich lewduh.
lew Mawlong. Punjabi Line
etc who are ir need of the
healing touch cfChrist. They
need informal education,
drug de-addiction and drop
in centres. They are in need
ofproper hygiene, sanitation,
and health care facilities.
Working people and espe-
cially women traders or shop
keepers or those who work
in shops need a creche to
keep theirchilcren near their
workplace. Mawkhar Church
which is located within the
vicinity, is the best organiza-
tion to engage in such Good
Samaritan acts.

lalso wonder ifany of the
pastors orcldcrs o f Mawkhar
Church pass by the Khyndai

Before the fast on May 23,
the government was adamant
it would discuss only the
Reservation Roster and not
the Reservation Policy itself.
The all-party committee on
Roster headed by cabinet
minister. Ampareen Lyngdoh
was formed. The VPP refused
to be part of it. With the fast
hanging over its head and
the massive crowds at the
site, by May 29. with barely
one sitting, the Committee
sought the expansion from
the government lo widen
the purview to include the
Job Reservation Policy t0o.
Again after just one meet-
ing the MDA-II government
announced to constitute an
expert committee to review
the 1972 policy. Clearly the
government acted under pres-
sure in quick time on a com-
plex issue. This proves that
governments act only when
pushed to the wall.

The organisers of the
solidarity march in Chu-
rachandpur that triggered
the Manipur mayhem told
reporters that the government
takes notice only when they
turn violent. The callousness
of the government to tackle
issues in normal circum-
stances has cause irreversible
damage to the statc.Tourism
minister. Paul Lyngdoh is
one ofthe few who has criti-
cised Basaiawmoit's tactics.
He calls the fast a drama
and questions the rationale
behind gathering o fordinary
people like taxi drivers, petty
shop keepers, daily wage
earners just three months
into the formation of the new
government. He charged the
VPP of inciting ‘communal
hatred’ with the intention of
creating mayhem. He insists
that once representatives
are elected it is their job to
govern while the citizens
should go about their daily
chores. He reminds everyone
that 20 years ago he raised
the issue while Basaiawmoit
said nothing as the president
ofFKJGP. He asserts that no
one has a monopoly over the
wJaitbynricw' (Khasi race).
The attack has to do with the
long standing personal ego
between the two leaders but
the communal lissurcs in the
state due to the VPP's protest
are real. The VPP has more
titan once clarified that it is
not againsl any community
but still holds dial the reser-
vation policy is unfair to the
Khasis.

The VPPisstill in election
mode. Though Paul’s views
that people should remain
unaltccted after elections
arc unacceptable yet the VPP

Lad at night. Don’t they sec
those sex workers, both trans
and straight, who are stroll-
ing by the sidewalk of the
English Presbyterian Church
and behind the State Legisla-
tive Assembly? These lost
souls are in dire need of the
healing and helping hands of
the Church. Why doesn’t the
Church invest it's money on
urban mission and train the
youth of the Church to help
liberate die drug addicts and
sex workers from enslave-
ment and provide them with
an alternative by providing
them skills training for jobs
or by giving them proper
education. Had that Rs 4.5
crorcs been spent wisely
Shillong would have been a
better placc.

Finally, why was Pastor
K. Pyrtuh suspended? W all
Knew his pro-poor stance and
his indomitable campaign
against injustice and corrup-
tion. But the Church author-
ity acted against him on tite
grounds that he publicly
participated in the Campaign
against Aadhaar alongside
late Rev PBM Basaiawmoit
which the Synod felt went
againsl its decision by refus-
ing to withdraw from the
campaign.

Is the reason for Pastor
Pyrtuh’s suspension just an
cxcusc or is he a victim
of dirty Church politics? |
believe that there is more

should realise that they are
no longer a pressure group
but a political party that has
members in the Legislative
Assembly. They have to pay
attention to the constituencies
they represent. A voter from
Mawvlai told this writer. "Wc
elected our MLA to solve
our problems but he is busy
touring the whole state. We
can’t meet him. Next time he
will lose.”

Alot of prayers were said
and hymns sung during the
protest days. Basaiawmoit
himselfproclaimed that lie is
a religious person. He amply
demonstrated that during the
‘historic' fast. He himself
prayed fervently. He credited
God for keeping him in good
health in spite of consuming
nothing except water. He
thanked God for making the
government comply with
the VPP’s demand. If pro-
tests took place in Garo Hills
where people asked for God’s
intervention; the government
agreed to maintain the status
quo. On whose side is God
then? Mixing religion and
politics is undesirable. The
VPP is anti-BJP for being a
“Hindu’ party. But is the VPP
turning out to be a Christian
chauvinistic party? Then there
is no difference between VPP
and BJP. For votes, the saffron
party too vows to be a party
with a difference with zero
tolerance for corruption but in
reality it diriveson majoritari-
anism and polarisation.

The supreme head of the
VPPiscertainly Ardent Miller
Basaiawmoit. He resembles
Arvind Kejriwal. As referred
above the APP’s boss does
not tolerate personalities
who threaten his leader-
ship. Will Basaiawmoit be
able to absorb difference
if and when they emerge?
Has he the capacity to take
everyone along? Earlier in
his political career, he was
a "non-conformist” with
the tIDP. F.go dashes also
led to his exit. He later quit
as HSPDP president and re-
signed from the party when
his MLAs disobeyed him.
He did not like being among
equals. How would Basaiavv-
moit deal with things when
hard days for VPP come by.
The 'decisive and strong lead-
ership’ in the party refers to
the head. Ifit means die kind
of Modi’s ‘one man show
leadership’ then Meghalaya
does not need it.

The VPP has picked the
thorny Reservation Policy to
popularise itself. Freeing the
state from corruption, abolish,
ing the status symbol of netas
and saying noto rehabilitation
of failed party candidates as
political appointees are more
important issues.

than meets the eye. OF is it
because if he is still around
andactive in the Church more
skeletons would tumble out
from the closcts or that he will
not allow any cover up? It is
an open secret that another
Pastor Rev. M. Pyngropc of
Mawkhar Church will soon
face the axe of the Church
Authority for refusing to sign
adraconian Church bond.

Since the day when the
above news item appeared,
the Mawkhar Church has
been the talking point in
every household including
mine. Initially | was trying to
downplay it down with the
Christian spirit o f forgiveness
orjingmapci in Khasi. | was
retorted by this sharp reply
“Kkaj ingiamap"” or forgiveness
can also mean a cover up and
it is not healthy for Church
and society.

Through this letter | hum-
bly appeal to our beloved
Pastors and Church ciders (I
believe there arc still good
souls remaining) to kindly
take this matter seriously and
resolve it once and for all.

Yours ctc.,

Name withheld on
request

Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers’
authors and not that of
Th, Shillong Timts

4th Man in the Fire.
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Good ole Kapil Dev!

By Robert Clements

Not only did he lead the
team of 1983 to a World
Cup victory, bui he set hearts
afirea few daysago as he led
the same team to announce
their complete support to the
protesting wrestlers in Delhi:
His whole Word Cup team,
except Roger Binny!

Hours after the announce-
ment. Binny ditfanced him-
self from his team, mention-
ing he was not part of those
who had lent iicir support
to the protesting girls. One
doesn’t have to look far to
sec why Roger did diis: he's
been made the chief of the
cricketboard, and owes many
his position, and doesn’t
obviously wantto ruffle any
feathers.

Sometimeback ina What-
sApp of religious men and
women. | mack a statement
that got the group a bit rat-
tled. After that many called
me to cither askwhat | meant
or to support what I'd eaid
but one crstwvhi c member in
particular got ny attention
wBob." he said.after he had
heard me out. 'l fully sup-
port you and what you've
mentioned!"

“Then why don’t you
write that on the group?" |
asked

“No. I can'tdo diat." he
said quickly. “I'm trying to
do some business with a few
members in the group and
don't want to antagonize
them!"

I chuckled to myselfas |
finished the call, and thought
of a chapter in my book.
DARE. - 'Dare to stand
alone”

Here. 1'd mentioned dif-
ferent incident* of standing
alone, but I'm not going to
mentionthem here today. 1'm
goingtogo backin time when

worship the image of gold 1
have set up? Now when you
hear the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre. harp, pipe
andall kindsofmusk.ifyou
are ready to fall down and
worship the image | made,
very good. But if you do
not worship it. you will be
thrown immediately into a
blazing fumace. Then what
god will be able to rescue
you from my hand?"

Shadrach. Meshach and
Abednego replied to him.
“King Nebuchadnezzar, we
do not need to defend our-
selves before you in this
matter. If we are thrown
into the blazing furnace,
the God we serve is able to
deliver us from it, and he
will deliver us from Your
Majesty’s hand.

But even if he does not.
we want you to know. Your
Majesty, that we will not
serve your gods or worship
the imago of gold you have
setup.”

Then Nebuchadnczzar
was furious with Shadrach.
Meshach and Abednego, He
ordered the furnace heated
seven times hotter than usual
and commanded some of
the strongest soldiers in his
army to tie up Shadrach.
Meshach and Abednego and
throw them into the blazing
furnace.

So these men. wearing
their robes, trousers, tur-
bansand other clothcs. were
bound and thrown into the
blazing furnace. The king’s
command was so urgent
and the furnace so hot that
the flames of the fire killed
the soldiers who took up
Shadrach. Meshach and
Abednego, and these three
men. firmly tied, fell into die
blazing furnace.

“Nebuchadnezzar then approached
the opening o fthe blazingfurnace and
shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants ofthe Most High
God, come out! Come here!”’So
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came
out ofthefire, and the satraps, prefects,
governors and royal advisers crowded
around them. They saw that thefire had
not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair
oftheir heads singed; their robes were
not scorched, and there was no smell of
fire on them.

three friends. Shadrach. Me-
shack and Abednego, dared
to stand up against the might
of a powerful emperor.

The Emperor, thought no
end of himself, and decided
to build a tall golden idol
and asked everybody to bow
down and worship the statue.
Here are the words direct
from the Scriptircs:

King Nebuchadnezzar
made an image .ifgold, sixty
cubits high and six cubits
wide, and set it up on the
plain of Dura indie province
of Babylon. He then sum-
moned the satnps, prefects,
governors, advisers, trcasur-
i-ru. judors. magistrates and
all the other provincial of-
ficials to come to the dedica-
tion of tite image he had set
up. So. the satraps, prefects,
governors, advisers, treasur-
ers. judges, magistrates and
all the other provincial offi-
cials assembled lor the dedi-
cation ofthe image diat King
Nebuchadnczzar had set up.
and they stood before it

Then the herald loudly
proclaimed. "Whoever does
not fall down md worship
will immediatey be thrown
into a blazing fumace.”

Atthis time some astrolo-
gers came forward. They said
to King Nebuchadnczzar
wThere arc seme Jews—
Shadrach. Meshach and
Abednego—who pay no at-
tention toyou. Your Majesty.
They neither serve your gods
nor worship Ihe image of
gold you have set up.”

Furious with rage. Nebu-

Shad-

Then King Nebuchad-
nczzar leaped to his feet in
amazement and asked his
advisers, "Weren’t there
three men that we tied up and
threw into the fire?” They
replied. “Certainly, Your
Majesty.”

lie said. “Look! Isee four
men walking around in the
fire, unbound and unharmed,
and the fourth looks like a
son ofthe gods.”

Nebuchadnczzar then
approachcd the opening
of the blazing furnace
and shouted, "Shadrach.
Meshach and Abednego.
servants of the Most High
God. conic out! Como
here!” So Shadrach. Me-
shach and Abednego came
out of the fire, and the sa-
traps. prefects, governors
and royal advisers crowd-
ed around them. They saw
that the fire had not harmed
their bodies, nor was a hair
of their heads singed: their
robes were not scorched,
and there was no smell of
fire on them.

Then Nebuchadnczzar
said. “Praise be to the God
of Shadrach, Mcshach and
Abednego. who has sent
his angel and rcscucd his
servants! They trusted in
him and defied the king's
command and were willing
to give up their lives rather
than serve or worship any
god except their own God."

That my dear readers is
the story of the 4th man in
the fire: A God who will
stand with you who dares to

!

rach, Mcshact and Abcd-
ncgo. So these men were
brought before the king,
and Nebuchadrezzar said to
them. “Is it true, Shadrach
Meshach and Abednego. that
you do not scrv: my gods or
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War of Words on State

Reservation Policy
IN terms of word count the noise from the Khasi-
Jaintia side o fthe state has been prolific with several
articles, arguments and counter arguments put forth
on the contentious Roster System vis-a-vis the State
Reservation Po icy. The word ‘contentious’ here is
used to denote the conundrum that has arisen out
ofthe State’s own oversight (intentional or through
ignorance) of not having a Roster System in the
application of the State Reservation Policy. The
leader of the Voice of Peoples’ Party (VPP). Ardent
Basaiawmoit went through a wecklong fast to put
pressure on the Government to revisit the 50-year
old Reservation Policy which reserves 40% seats
for Khasi-Jaintia people. 40% for Garos, leaving
5% reserved for minor tribes and 15% remaining
unreserved. There is no doubt at all that ifthe Roster
System were lobe applied with retrospective effect
it would reveal that a good chunk of appointments
have gone to th; Khasi-Jaintia community because
the Garos were not found to have scored the qualify-
ing marks needed to occupy a certain post despite
the relaxations. As a result the posts were ceded to
candidates from the Khasi-Jaintia community. In
fact a tabulation of the posts appropriated by the

Khasi

tia candidates from the 40% allocated to

the Garo people in the last 50 years would reveal
the quantum that passed over to their Khasi-Jaintia

counterparts.

The Garo people have not been vocal about their
views as to whether the Reservation Policy should
be revisited and redesigned based on the population
structure. Barrhg one article, no Garo intellectual
has held forth on this issue. Some have voiced their
concerns on social media but that is a completely
different space. A post recently put up showed that
72 contractual appointments to difterent posts in
the MeECL in June 2020 were from amongst the

Khasi
Khalas

aintia community. Of those posts 8 were for
2 for peons etc. Most o f the appointments
were for the Byrnihat Sub-Di

ision. Unless the

MeECL has a policy of appointing all Khasi-Jaintia
candidates closer to their homes and there is a dif-
ferent list forth; Sub-Divisions in Garo Hills it has
to be concluded that no Garo qualified for any of

the 72 vacancics.

The UDPs Paul Lyngdoh who has remained a
silent observer af the political games being played
over the State Reservation Policy has now decided
to break the silence and to attribute greater wisdom
to the Garo people for remaining silent on this matter
even while the Khasi and Jaintia people who have
benefitted from .he policy as it was applied in the last
50 years have been most vociferous about the need
to revisit the Pclicy. An important reminder here is
that it was someone from the Garo community that
approached the Meghalaya High Court over the
Reservation Policy being applied without a Roster
System. The Court was appalled that a Reservation
Policy could be applied without a Roster System
thereby leaving room for nepotism and favourit-
ism. It is not improbable that someone would not
approach the Supreme Court should there be any
attempt at tinkering with the Reservation Policy for
the sake of political appeasement.

CM’s
statement
creates
confusion on
Roster System

Editor,

With reference to the
news item ‘Reservation
policy review..... 5 ex-
perts” that appeared in The
Shillong Times. (ST June 7.
2023) the statements of the
Chief Minister- Conrad K
Sangma are quite confusing.
His statement that' the roster
is a continuous ptocess and
continuity starts with 1972"
is utterly misleading and
confusing. There was no
roster prior to May 2022 and
hence "Clause 2" ofthe State
Reservation Policy (SRP) is
applicable which illows the
filling up of the vacancies
by other class in absence
of suitable candidates in a
respective class aid the de-
ficiency in that class can be
earned forward to one year
only. This comcs in direct
conflictwith the CM ofMay
10, 2022 ‘Clause B-point
#6' which allows backlog
of any reserved categories
to be carried forward to
the next recruitment cycle
indefinitely.

The statementofthe Chief
Ministercan perfcps.also be
seen as contempt of court
The Hon'ble High Court
of Meghalaya never asked
for a cut-off’date or the like
or how far back the roster
would be made applicable.
Indeed, the Hon'ble Court
ha* clearly stated in its judg-
ment dated 03.04.2023 while
rejecting the PILcf Greneth
M. Sangma vs. the State of

Meghalaya & Ors. on *1972"
as the year o fapplicability of
the roster without going into
the merit o f the case and left
it to the legislature and the
executive, particularly to the
new Assembly for thorough
discussion sincc it isa policy
matter.

As per the existing SRP.
there is no illegality in the
filling up of vacancies by
other class in absence of
suitable candidates from a
particular class till date. Can
we ask the Chief Minister,
was the ‘Clause 2 of the
Slate Reservation Policy*
amended by the MDA-2
government surreptitiously
or had there been any discus-
sion on the same in the new
Legislative Assembly? OM
of 10th May 2022 ‘Clause
B-point #6"and ‘Clause 2 of
the State Reservation Policy”
cannot co-exist since they
contradict each other.

The CM’s statement on
plotting the roster number
from 1972 is equivalent to
its retrospective implementa-
tion and ‘knowing where the
State stands in the roster to-
day'isa futiIc exercise sincc
it did not exist in 1972 till
May 2022 and hence ‘Clause
2' of the State Reservation
Policy remains valid till date,
withoutany scope o f remedi-
al compensation to any class,
if any. with retrospective
effect. Firstly, the Govern-
ment'Legislative Assembly
hastoamend ‘Clause 2 o fthe
State Reservation Policy’ in
light ofthe OM o fMay 2022,
(pending the Review of the
State Reservation Policy as
decided recently), and then
prepare a fresh brand new
roster of vacancics w.c.f.
May 10. 2022 with serial
no. 1in a 100/200/500/ctc
point roster, starting with a

The pluses and minuses
from VPP’s hunger strike

The hunger strike of
Ardent Basaiawmoit (VPP
president and MLA) on the
Meghalaya job reservation
policy remainsa topic of hot
debate. While there were
many who supported it. there
werealso those who were in-
different and questioned the
entire exercise. Many others
were fence sitters and did
not come out openly to state
whether they supported the
hunger strike or not. This in
itselfis an indication of the
divisions prevailing within
the Khasi community
Hence, it is only appropri
ate to look into the plus and
minus points o fthe hunger
strike and where it might
possibly lead to in the im-
mediate term

The matter per se

Any policy cannot re-
main fixed forever. This is
true for any development
policy and thejob reserva-
tion policy is no exception
Policies are to beamended
and reviewed periodically
and on a continuous basis
as per the changes and the
demands of the times. As
such. MDA 2.0 agreeing
to an expert committee
to study the job reservation
policy is aplus. The Garoand
Khasi communities will have
to move ahead with an open
mind for a fruitful outcome
on the deliberations. The
contention of some that a
policy that has worked well
for 50 years (but. has it re-
ally?) must not be tinkered
with is flawed. These are
the voices of)from political
parties whose only desire is
to play vote bank politics.
Instead of being a tool of
development, the job reser-
vation policy has become a
tool for gaining/ losing votes.
NPP does not want to touch
itas it would lose its Garo
vote bank. Mukul Sangma
is silent on it (and even if
he speaks he is giving out
mixed messages) as he is
plavins the waiting game.
Congress. UDP and HSPDP
arc just going with the fiow
with occasional words of
discontent. Again, in the
grand scheme of things the
VPP might have shaken the
wrong tree. Amidst all this,
the opportunity to revisit the
policy must not be lost out
on the future generations.
Will the politics be subsumed
by commonscnsc and desire
lor peace and progress? This

particular reserved category.
The government is duty
bound to follow the existing
SRP in toto and bring neces-
sary amendments in relevant
clausesto be in sync with the
current position.

The MDA-2 Government
cannot have its cake and eat
it too. If these conflicting
clauses are not sorted out
any fresh advertisement
and recruitment will have
serious ramifications on
job aspirants from different
categories. Since the State
cannot afford to halt the
recruitment process for a
long time, this issue should
be dealt with on an urgent
basis. The public would also
like to know what were the
amendments brought into
the OM of May 2022 by the
Cabinet in its meeting held
onJune 6, 2023

Youre ctc.
Prof. Lakhon Kra
Shillong-4

Meghalaya
State Policy for
Empowerment

ofPWDs

Editor,

Intense and passionate
debates regarding the State
Reservation Policy for Em-
ployment have been hogging
the media and other spaces
for the past few weeks. The
future of all sections of our
society, in Meghalaya, is at
stake! The introduction of
another thread, in thiswhole
web is pertinent. The "Job
Reservation Policy” for one
of the most negfectcd minori-
ties inoursocicty "Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs).”
With the passage of the

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

question ncedt answering.

Halt in recruitment

It was only natural that
with the review of the job
reservation policy all imme-
diate and future recruitments
would come to a standstill
This is a minus point. This
was also one of the main
reasons why many did not
support or openly support
the hunger strike. To some,
it was like VPP was play-

ing with fire. Now with a
halt in recruitment there
are those who feel that VPP
has slipped o:i the reserva-
tion banana skin. Talks ofa
gradual demise of VPP are
also starting to gain ground.
That said, the solution to
halt all recru tment lies in
an extension in the age limit
of the job-seeking youth ac-
cording to the time taken by
the experts to study the issue
This is a technicality thatcan
be handled oac way or the
other. The larger concern is
the mental inipact/strcss of
the recruitment halt. Here,
the argument put forth by
some that state government
jobs are a hardful only and
mostly insignificant, docs not
hold water. Tiis is because
the impact is psychological.
When even the prospects of
seeing job advertisements
and applying for them do
not exist anymore, any ray
of hope of fighting for a
meaningful ifestyle and
well-being is lost. It must be
factored that diere are dedi-
cated. motivated and talented
youth out there with the drive
to work for tke people and
the state through government
postings. Who will care for
their mental make-up?

Rights for Persons with Dis-
abilities Act 2016. persons
with disabilities have striven
and aspired for Government
and other jo')s. qualifying
themselves through hard
work, suppcrt of parents
and families, schools and
colleges, support o fthe Gov-
ernmentand NGOs. They are
now on the threshold o f step-
ping into the world of work
with graduate, postgraduate,
technical and doctoral quali-
fications. The Government
has been identifying jobs
in various categories, since
the Supreme Court has also
passed an order in this re-
gard. Howevjr. the lack of
awareness ard understand-
ing of the provisions of the
law. is often a road block to
the timely inplcmcntation
of the law.

The Meghalaya State
Policy on the matter states:
“Government will under-
take Identification of posts
for respective categories
of Benchmaik Disabilities
(BMD) by ar Expert Com-
mittee with representation
of Persons with Benchmark
Disabilities, md review of
such identified posts will be
after every 3 years

The new Act assures 4%
reservation of total vacan-
cies incadre strength in each
group of posts in Govern-
ment: 1 % in (a) to (c) and
1% in (d) & () which are (a)
blindnessand low vision; (b)
deafand hard of hcaring;(c)
locomotor disability includ-
ing cerebral palsy, leprosy
cured, dwarfism, acid attack
victimsand muscular dystro-
phy; (d) autism, intellectual
disability, specific learning
disability & mental illness;
(c)multiplc disabilities from
amongst persons under
clauses (a) tc (d) including

Change in perception

The VPP hunger strike has
shown that any significant
social issue worth address-
ing or fighting for would not
go uncontcsted. Any social
issue will have its rights
and wrongs when delved at
technically. But. ifa political
party is convinced of being
right then it may foray into a
protest in various forms. This
is a plus. This is more so as

with the revisit of the policy
numerous small scheduled
tribes and scheduled castes
in Meghalaya have asked for
consideration of inclusion in
the reviewed job policy. In
terms of inclusiveness and
harmony, this is a step in the
right direction. While the
Gamsand Khasi might frown
with anger at the develop-
ment. itis imperative to look
at the bigger picture. Ifa cer-
tain section has been living in
Meghalaya forages together
then how can they be denied
the right of recognition? As
it is they will be having a
minor share in the job res-
ervation. It is important to
have a broader perception
on the issue. Another angle
that needs deliberation is
whether the economically
weaker Garos. Khasis. ctc
can be accorded a specific
share in the job reservation?
With around 40% of the
population living below the
poverty line, this interven-
tion might be much needed
Further, a specific share for
the differently-ablcd in job
reservation needs to be delib-
erated at this juncture

Political lip service

As the hunger strike of
Ardent Basaiawmoit en-

deaf-blindness.”

Itis thus most urgent that
in any discussions regard-
ing job reservation, these
provisions be considered
seriously, so that persons
with disabilities can access
opportunities on an equal
basis with others.

Yours etc..

Canno Noronha

(Retired Kxccutive
Director, Bethany Society,
Meghalaya)

Via email

Post-based
Roster aligns
with Supreme

Court
Judgment and
DoPT O.M.

Editor.

The Meghalaya
High Court Order dated
05.04.2022 on the imple-
mentation of Roster says:
"In view o f such deplorable
state of affairs, where the
absence ofany roster system
leaves open possibilities of
nepotism and arbitrariness
and worse forms of subver-
sion. the further recruitment
processes for all posts in
the State will remain stayed
in the sense that no further
appointments will be made
until the roster system is put
in place and the rosters are
prepared in respect of all
posts whereupon, after ap-
plying the reservation policy,
future recruitment can be
conducted by adhering to the
ratio of reservation.”

Moreover, the Order also
says: "Learned Advocate-
General. who is present in

tered its second week, what
became blatant was political
lip service. There were a lot
of political voices spreading
discord and confusion. Thisis
again a minus. The NPP was
involved in fear mongering
by citing earlier court rulings
andjudgements and how this
would impact the existing
Meghalaya job reservation.
A common statement was
that the people would lose
all job benefits as currently
ensured. Fear is a poison
The human psyche is mostly
driven by it. This explains
the indecision of many to
support the hunger strike.
From AITC and Congress.
almost everything said was
a personal opinion of the
leaders and nothing official
came out. UDPand HSPDP
were the major proponents
oflipservice and misdirec-
tion. While stating support
forthe review of the policy
they were also undecided
and tried to shun the is-
sue altogether. It was only
when it seemed that the tide
was turning against them
that the UDP visited the
hunger strike site with as-
surances of support for the
cause. In the process. VPP
was left with no option but
to defend its stand through
a scries of clarifications and
counter-points

ltcan be fairly argued that
amidst all the lip service
Ardent's hunger strike would
have been untenable after
the second week. The crowd
would have become more
confused and disheartened.
This political lip service
killed the hunger strike.

In the end. the desire of
many is for the entire review
exercise to conclude soon.
Further, the people will have
to be mentally prepared fora
prolonged deliberation on the
issue. One can expect to see
representations and counter-
representations from the
stakeholders. Addressing all
ofthose will entail time and
effort. There is also a high
probability of the review
process being challenged in
a court of law. The VPP's
hunger strike might just
have opened a Pandora's
Box ofcomplications. These
can only be solved if and
only if the communities
come together with under-
standing and cooperation;
else, the future looks bleak!

(The writer leaches al
NEHU; Email - benjamin@
nehu.ac.in)

Court, acknowledges that
reservation cannot be imple-
mented without a roster and
also refers to the relevant
Constitution Bench judg-
ment reported at (1995) 2
SCC 745 (R.K. Sabharwal
v. State of Punjab)."

But in the above referred
ease "R. K. Sabharwal vs.
State o fPunjab” the Constitu-
tional Bench ofthe Supreme
Court held that reservation
ofjobs should apply to posts
and not to vacancics. In view
of this Supreme Courtjudg-
ment. the DoPT issued O. \1.
No. 36012/2"96 Estt. (Res)
dated 02.07.1997 whereby
it directed that vacancy-
based points roster shall
be replaced by post-based
rosters. Moreover, the Order
in the quoted para above,
speaks of the implementa-
tion of a roster for "future
recruitment.”

Therefore, it is pertinent
that the Committee on Res-
ervation Policy and Roster
System look into the above-
mentioned details, and the
above case which the High
Court order referred to. and
sec the Judgmento fthe Court
therein, and the subsequent
DoPT order following the
Judgement, and does away
with the 100 or 200 point
roster. In its place should be
put a post- based roster, in
line with thejudgment o fthe
Court. The Committee must
rectify the errors and get it
right this time.

Yours etc
Kitdor 11 Blah.
Shillong

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers’
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

MBOSE SSLC results:
drastic times call for

drastic measures
By Rahul Chatterjee

Every year after the
SSLC results of MBOSE
are declared, there is a sud-
den spun in the concern
for the state of affairs in
schools of Meghalaya and
particulary those in the Garo
Hills regkr. While 1 agree
there is cause for concern,
my dismay is about the pace
at which the concern dies
out and business returns to
normal. lime and again the
lack of bisic infrastructure
in schools in Garo Hills
and the sate in general has
been highlighted as one of
the major causcs behind the
dismal results in Garo Hills
particularly. It is true that
if a child does not feel the
motivation to go to school
diligently every day. then
nothing else will work.

Among several measures
Ihal nm I lo be taken lo mo-
tivate achild toattend school
in preference to anything
else, one measure certainly
is a good happy-looking
spacious school building,
with cnoigh space not only
for conducting classes com-
fortably but also for sports,
the arts, creative pursuits
in science and basically an
environment where dreams
can take >hapc and be nur-
tured. Th< special place that
school life has ineach ofour
hearts can never be overem-
phasized. The years spent
in school upto age 18 arc
the formative years of any
child where the seeds for the
future are sowed. A botched
up schooling life hasa long-
term effect, and in many
cases a permanent negative
impact or the future success
of the children passing out
ofsuch schools. Of course,
there are more ways than a
school building to botch up
school education. But let's
look at b>sic infrastmcture
first.

Through the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB)project
"Supporting Human Capital
Development”, a little more
than a hundred schools in
Meghalaya got a modern,
spacious building along with
classroom furniture, smart-
class equipment, science
laboratoiy. library facili-
ties and ttic most important
drinking water and toilets
particularly for girls, with
access for CWDs. There arc
close to a thousand second-
ary schools in Meghalaya,
more than halfofwhich arc
government-aided private
schools where 71 per cent
of the state’s students are
enrolled. Most are from poor
tribal families. So. attending
to just over one hundred
schools through the ADB
project is like a drop in the
occan. but certainly a much

Is that all? No, cer-
tainly not! The all impor-
tant "School Climate” and
"Classroom Climate"arc two
facets of the same coin that
play a huge role in enticing
students to attend school. If
children don’t want to come
to school because studies
happen in schools, which are
boring in their eyes, then wc
should bring them to school
through the lure of games
and sports, art. music, any-
thing. Just make them come
to school. Unless they come
to school, teachers don’t get
the opportunity to influence
them. Itis an established fact
and there are several studies
that have found learning to
be more effective when it
is fun for children. This is
where the skill o fthe teacher
comes in. While some arc
naturally gifted and inclined
towards making every class
special, it is a skill that can
be learnt, and has to be
learnt. There arc also those
situations where children
are afraid to go to school
Theclimate isn’tconducive.
Is this the place where the
problem lies?

It certainly is a sticky
topic to talk about. I feel the
easy way outof this is to pro-
vide a golden handshake to
remove those teachers who
no longer find the spark in
teaching. Unless the system
is cleaned and unless fresh
life is breathed into these
institutions, no amount of
training or infrastmcture will
help. We need an army of
dedicated, motivated, skilled
teachers who will look after
the interests of education
in the state and who in turn
will be looked after by the
government. If a dignified
exit is provided to all those
who don’t feel the motiva-
tion anymore or are physi-
cally incapable to take on the
rigours, then both politically
and socially there will be no
repercussions. In fact, it will
become an opportunity to
revamp the entire education
system. But care must be
taken to ensure a good deal
to those who opt for the pro-
vision. In the long run. it will
certainly be profitable for the
cause of education and for
the government, financially
and politically.

While this sounds like
only the faculty were to be
blamed, the school adminis-
tration cannot be exonerated
Insomecases, bad decisions,
inflated egos, high-handed-
ness. flagrant disregard to
existing rules o fGovernment
of Meghalaya have resulted
in demoralising large sec-
tions of the dedicated fac-
ulty. many of whom arc too
old to secure any other job

litis proj-
ect needs to be replicated
across the state on a war
footingw th utmost urgency,
and there is nothing new in
this suggestion.

My concern is also about
the administration and the
faculty who are meant to
lum raid empty buildings
into places where children
can Icam with fun. without
fear; placcs which attract
the children more than wide
open spaces and the myriad
sounds of forests or angling
or simply whiling away
one’s time. It is extremely
unfortunate that COVID
came justafter a large num-
berofteachers o f Meghalaya
were trained in the best prac-
tices front across the world,
and ata timewhen they were
all ready :0 implement their
new skillsin their respective
classrooms. The lockdown
for two consecutive years
and the lack of opportunity
to ini the learnings

of schools to make them
effective, while adhering to
existing rules will go a long
way in boosting the morale
ofa large section o ftcachcrs.
While giving approval to
namesofmcmbcrsofSMCs.
care must be taken to ensure
Ihal sneh membersean bring
value to the school. In light
ofthe impending implemen-
tation of the New Education
Policy, the role and structure
ofSMCs is well defined.
Another area of conccm
is the regular non-payment
of salary to teachers. This
has a very profound negative
impact on the performance
of teachers. When teachers
don’t get paid for as much
as three months at a stretch,
the mental stress and agony,
the despondency that one
goesthrough can only be felt
by one who goes through it
If results are expected from
teachers, there must be ac-
from the other

has certainly resulted in the
training getting a lot jaded.
While crorcs were spent on
training tcachcrs. the desired
output from the same could
not be derived. Of course,
there were those exceptional
tcachers who adapted them-
selves to the new situation
and continued to be as ef-
fective as possible. A short
quick recapitulation of the
training and standardization
of practices across schools.
1 feel, would go some way
in improving the scenario in
Meghalaya.

side as well
There is plenty of room
for improvement as far as
education in Meghalaya is
concerned. The need of the
hour is pragmatism, practi-
cality and a burning desire
tochange the scenario for the
better and to change it fast.
Every life that is untouched
by quality education, isa life
lost from the elite workforce
of the future and what is
painful is, it adds to a life
wasted, for which wc as the
adult population will be held
accountable by posterity
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“Hope is like the sun, which, as wejourney
towardit, casts the shadow o four burden
behind us. "
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Separatists in Canada

THE Khalisten movement is again on ihe radarof
the Indian intelligence as separatist Sikh militants
flushed with cash in foreign soil arc attempting to
target India from the UK, Canadactc. The “celebra-
tion” of Indira Gandhi's assassination in Canada
on June 4. iwd days before her death anniversary,
has led to the filing ofa formal protest by the In-
dian diplomatic mission there and external afl'airs
minister S Jaishankar has cautioned the Canadian
leadership against encouragement to provoca-
tive actions, ~00 much need not however be read
into such actians as the mood among the Sikhs in
Punjab is firmly set against such advcnturisms as
was already proven in the context ofthe arrestand
taming of a high-profile gun-wielding Khalistan
protagonist, who styled himself in the *Bhindran-
wale* mode there recently.

India is a mosaic of different regions, cultures,
races and religions. A nation of 140 billion, it is the
world’s largest-populated and is by now on equal
terms with neighbouring China on this count. The
huge size of the population and the variety and
conflict of interests that these spawn on multiple
parameters are huge challenges to its governance
as a single, unified and cohcsive entity. Problems
could keep arising, as is also seen in Manipur of
late. These need to be tackled with patience and
without hurt ta regional or community sentiments.
The people should be taken into confidence as a
matter of first priority. Ulcers that surface by way
ofseparatist movements, terrorism etc are handled
with firmness and they are more or less under ef-
fective control. While separatists in Kashmir are
effectively neutralized, the Khalistani movement
in Punjab that raised national conccm in the 1980s
was tackled with sustained efforts over a period of
time. In the past, (lie Khalistanis got encouragement
from Pakistan’s military through its notorious ISI

intelligence agency. That possil

ty is still there.

Sikhs are acommunity of valiant people. They
arc a pride of the Indian military for generations.
Major Sikh migrations to Canada started in the
1960s and over a period oftime lots of Sikhs have
reached there. More so after the Delhi riots that

followed Indira Gandhi's

ion, in which

No Scams in Meghalaya,
only Scamsters galore

The MDA-1 Government
is not the first to have been
involved in a scam, except
that there were too many
scams during its first tenure
We the people of Meghalaya
who either arc cither sleep-
walking or ate in a political
siesta for the most part o four
lives, hardly care if public
funds arc diverted to private
pockets which is what cor-
ruption docs. In fact, the
reccnt elections have proved
beyond any shadow o fdoubt
that corruption docs not mat-
ter. The NPP came back with
a resounding victory because
the issue duringelections was
no longer about corruption
but about whether a Garo
or a Khasi-Jaintia would be
the next Chief Minister. The
Garos who arc known to be
astute voters even if they
are not educated enough
to qualify for many of the
reserved jobs on offer in the
last 50 years, decided they
were going toshow the world
who will be the next Chief
Minister of Meghalaya and
voted accordingly. The Kha-
si-Jaintia people known for
their split personalities as far
as politics is concemed were
shown their proper place. Ihe
elections also prove beyond
any doubt that voting docs
not require brains nor intel-
ligence nor reason, (-motions
arc enough!

Let me now come to the
scams one by one. At this
point, if any of us suspect
malfeasance it is better wc
approach the Lok Ayukta.
not because the institution
is robust but becausc the
person heading it, a former
bureaucrat, is known to have
an unflinching moral spine
which he amply demon-
strated during his career
During the MDA-1 regime
the scams that shocked us
were (1) The ricc scam (2)
Ihe Saubhagya scam (3) ‘llic

many Sikhs were killed by pro-Congress mobs for
the unacceptable reason that some Sikh bodyguards
shot the then PM down. Today, Sikhs number
eight lakh in Canada, forming two per cent of the
population. Sikhs are ministers in Canada while the
community has built a lot of clout there and it has
more MPs there than in India. Separatist pushes by
some elements there should not, ideally, disturb the

peace ofthe Sikhs there.

Is there a dearth
of experienced
educationists?

Editor.

The Shillong Times has
been awash with articles
on education th<sc past few
weeks and it's heartening
to read the readiness of the
government to reinvent this
department. The areas of
concern must be addressed
with an aggressive, hands-
on. time bound approach.
The state has everything to
catapult itselfon the onward
bound march, provided all
put their shoulders to the
wheel. And it is here where
the genuineness, honesty,
sincerity and doggcdncss
will show when policies
arc translated into action on
ground!

However, where is the
Education Commission that
was promised to be set into
motion forthwith to spear-
head the new policies? No
mention at all by the Min-
ister in the front page head-
lines. "New state education
policy may abolish SSLC
exam’ and 'School dropouta
concem’ (June X 2023).

In both the reports, ob-
serve carefully what the
Advisor to the hducation
Department says. "The ed-
ucation minister and 1..
and, "The minister agreed
to my suggestion...* Do
1detect a potupousness?
liven if the statements are
true! When a leader is able
to cany the team with him"
her, such words as "wc, us,
our', etc... spill oji. It's never
a One Man Show! Just my
thoughts!

Later, in the closing para-
graph referring to the new
policy, the adviser says, "Wc
are going to cmtomise our
policy which is favourable.

friendly and possible to be
xecuted. "I'm scratching my
head trying to comprehend
the meaning! | wish your re-
porter quizzed him on this!
In closing I put this ques-
tion to all. Is the state so
bankrupt that we cannot
choose result- driven people
from the education field:
people with a proven track
record in education system,
to take the state forward?

Yours etc..
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - i9

$10 bn economy
& equitable
distribution of
property

Fditor,

The vision of Chief Min-
ister Shri Conrad K. Sangma
to nuke Meghalaya "aspire
to emerge as a robust SI0
billion economy by the year
2028+ isachicvabk* and worth
encouraging, provided cer-
tain corrective steps arc put
in place by initiating other
revenue generating invest-
ments and more importantly,
economically empowering
all children of the family, to
ensure a faster growth o f the
State’s economy to achieve
the above target.

With government jobs
reaching a near saturation
point the State Government's
policy to guide the youth
to inculcate an enterprising
spirito fentrepreneurship, of
risk taking and profit making
and exploring their potentials
with new and sometimes
radical ideas is part of the
process to reach that goal.

However to take this
path it is important for the
Government to take some
hold derisions to hr&lc with
certain traditional practices

Assembly dome
collapse scam (4) The police
vehicle procurement and
construction scam amongst
others. The moment there is
a public outcry against any
foul play by those in Gov-
ernment the Chief Minister
is quick to put up his hands
and say he would institute an
enquiry into the matter. Wc.
the people of Meghalaya arc

that are out of syne with
the needs of the limes. The
introduction of a law on
Equitable Distribution of
Ancestral and Self Acquired
Property will encourage our
Ilynnicwirep and Garo youth
to use their inheritance as
collateral for bank loans to
investin economic activities.
If those coming from fami-
lies with adequate wealth and
resources, invest in economic
activities it will have a mul-
tiplier effect, as | had written
earlier. This will create more
employment avenues for
the indigenous unemployed
youth of the state.

Further, as moreand more
ofour indigenous youth take
up economic activities in the
state and have greater con-
trol of the States’ economy.
Ihe wealth of the state will
remain within the state and
add to its' economic strength
and prevent it from draining
away outside the state as has
been happening all these
many years.

This small step of equita-
bly distributing the anccstral
and scl f-acquired property in
the family, combined with the
immense talent of our youth
and abundant resources avail-
able in our state, will have a
far-reaching impact on the
economic growth of Megha-
layaand will goa long way in
helping to fructify the dream
ofour Chief Minister.

Yours etc.,
Michael N. Syicm
Via email

Climate crisis
in Garo Hills

Fditor.

Climate change is an issue
that requires urgent atten-
tion becausc it has a range
of adverse cfTccts on the
environment and people's
well-being. The Garo Hills

By Patricia Mukhim

then lulled back to our po-
litical siesta. We don't think
it is important to question
as to who arc the people in
Government who arc tasked
to hand-pick :hc luminaries
that will enquire into the im-
proprieties committed.

For instance for the Saub-
hagya scam some retired
High Court Judge from dis-
tant Uttar Pradesh was hand-
picked. With him were two
other former officials of the
power scctor. What were the
terms o f reference of the en-
quiry? Did the Government
put it up for public vetting?
No. it didn't ;nd neither did
we the slovenly public ask
forit. So ftnaly. the enquiry
ended and th« result as cx-
pected was that then; was no
scam. Satnam Global the linn
that was paid an excess of Rs
149 crore as per the prelimi-
nary audit done by the CAG
in 2021 came out clcan as a
whistle. Satham Global had
the last laugh and in the end
itbecame a caic o fjust some
restless citizens crying foul
and the TMC which poked
at the government during the
Assembly session having to
cat humble pic.

For the ricc scam wc
lished for yet mother retired
High Court jidge from dis-
tant Madhya Pradesh. How
convenient! Ir the ricc scam,
fortified ricc meant for the
poor was diverted into some
private godovns in Assam
for further transportation into
the open market. This is the
ricc that Prime Minister Modi
said would be fortified with
micronutricim to eradicate
anaemia. A whistle blow-
ing group - The Reporters’
Collective accessed docu-
ments that thcUnion Finance
Ministry had red-flagged this
scheme bccaasc it had not
been adequately tested for
its impact on human health
India's leading medical re-
search body had called for
wider consultations follow-
ing “serious concerns.” on
the adverse effects of forti-
fied ricc on children. But the
Prime Minister ignored this
wanting and the Government
announced that it was going
to supply fortified ricc to

region of Meghalaya in India
is no exception. In this area,
several factors contribute to
climate change, including
deforestation, slash and burn
cultivation, illegal timber
logging, illegal stone quarry-
ing. mining and the burning
of fossil fuels.

One of the significant
impacts of climatc change
in the Garo Hills region is
the increase h temperature,
which leads to heat waves,
hotness, and high humid-
ity. These exiremc weather
events can cause dehydra-
tion. heat exhaustion, and
even heat stroke, particularly
among vulnerable groups
such as the elderly, children,
and people with pre-existing
health conditions.

Another inpact of cli-
matc change is the drying of
natural water bodies, springs,
streams, and tributaries of
major rivers. The reduction
in water resoirccs can affect
agriculture ;nd livestock
rearing, which are major
sourccs of livelihoods in
the region. Additionally, the
reduced availability of water
can lead to conflicts between
communities aver access to
water resources. As a result,
climate change exacerbates
poverty, particularly in niral
areas.

Moreover, climatc change
has nude rainfall patterns and
intensity unpredictable, lead-
ing to a shortfall of monsoon
showers. The reduced rainfall
during monsoons affects
agriculture, which is the
backbone of 4ic rural econ-
omy. Tlie paddy fields solely
depend on natarc's rains, and
with less water, the fanners'
productivity is at risk, caus-
ing food insecurity.

Monsoons are a crucial
source of rain in many re-
gions of the world, and they
play a crucial role in support-

over 80 crore poor Indians.
Experts aver that artificial
injection of micronutricnts
by fortification is not a long
term solution. They propose
instead a diversified diet and
food that amid be accessed
by the poor at affordable
prices. Fortified rice is made
by pounding nonnal rice into
a dough and mixing it with
micronutricnts. The dough is
then put through machines to
chum out grains that resem-
bles ricc known as fortified
ricc kernels. One kernel is
mixed with 100gramsofrice
and supplied through the pub-
lic distribution system (PDS).
Women using this fortified
ricc complained of it tast-
ing insipid while take more
time to boil. They called it
plastic ricc. Thisscheme was
discontinued in March 22. If
this ricc was coming to the
Social Welfare Department
then it can be concluded
that the minister conccmed
had made a lot of money by
diverting this rice to the open
market.

1 had begun to believe
that Paul Lyngdoh, Tourism
and Social Welfare Minister
had graduated into a states-
man from the manner he
commented on the revised
version ofthe State Reserva-
tion Policyand on hearing his
views on the State Women's
Commission. Many arc in
agreement with Paul Lyn-
gdoh when he stated upfront
that anyone appointed to
head the State Commission
for Women should not be
a political acolyte of the
ruling parly but one who
understands the working
of the Commission and its
mandate and can deliver
justice to women across the
board when they approach
the Commission for help.

What was disappointing
was Paul's propensity to
defend ihr Departmi-ni he
now heads (Social Welfare)
vis-a-vis the rice scam and
to say that all the allegations
were baseless. Granted that
the former Minister for So-
cial Welfare was a UDP man
and that Paul is compelled
to defend a colleague in the
Party, but. in matters relating
to distribution of food grains

ing agriculture, recharging
water reservoirs, and supply-
ing drinking water to com-
munities. However, climate
change is making monsoons
increasingly unpredictable,
leading to several significant
impacts on the environment.

In the Garo Hills region of
Meghalaya. North East India,
the shortfall of monsoons
due to climatc change has
reduced the availability of
water for irrigation and drink-
ing. This deficit in rainfall is
leading to crop failures and
food shortages, resulting in
increased poverty and mal-
nutrition. The agricultural
scctor is being adversely af-
fected as crops like paddy
solely depend on rainwater,
leading to cracks on the soil
surface or flooding during
heavy rains.

The variability of rain-
water due to climate change
can also aflcct human health,
especially in areas where
water scarcity is a recurrent
problem. During drought
seasons, people may have to
walk long distances to find
water, with many sourccs be-
ing contaminated, leading to
watcr-bome diseases. Addi-
tionally. the decrease in rain-
fall can lead to the depletion
of water in the soil, leading
to the drying up of vegeta-
tion and forests, threatening
biodiversity, and reducing
habitats for wildlife.

Moreover, the excess or
shortage of rainfall can also
lead to flooding and land-
slides. causing damage to
infrastructure, crops, and loss
of human lives.

In summary, the shortage
of monsoons due to climatc
change is causing several
problems in the Garo Hills
region, affecting the water
availability, food security.
agricultural scctor. and hu-
man health. Tackling these

at subsidised rates which are
diverted to the open market,
he should be with the people,
not the Party. It cannot be
a ease of the Party right or
wrong. Mr Lyngdoh should
realise that the UDPasa Party
is peripheral to the voters.
They voted Paul Lyngdoh
the man with the hope that he
would provide leadership in
governance: not that he would
defend a scam.

The Assembly dome col-
lapsc case was quickly given
to UT Guwahati to inves-
tigate. No one knows what
exactly the findings are and
if responsibility has been
fixed. All the three enquiries
into three major scams that
rocked Meghalaya during
the MDA-1 regime have been
given a quiet burial. This in
itself is a scam. The public
of Meghalaya have the right
to know the findings ofeach
of the enquiry committees.
The reports should be put
up in the public domain. Not
doing so means that Govern-
ment is hiding these findings
from the public because there
are things that it would rather
that the public not see. Where
then is the transparency in
governance? If these enquiry
reports had been put up in
the public domain perhaps
the elections results o f March
2023 would have been dif-
ferent.

Here I am reminded of a
quote from Aldous Huxley.
“Facts do not cease to exist
becausc they are ignored.” A
scam ignored will lead to a
bigger seam. The ricc scam is
real; 50 too is the Saubhagya
scam relating to smart meters
Ihe Assembly dome collapse
must be explained. Thank-
fully a private citizen filed
a PIL on the police vehicle
and construction scam and
the investigation on this is
ongoing.

Totell the informed public
that there has been no scam
and that all allegations were
figments of our hyper-active
imagination is to evoke in all
of usa cynicism so deep and
murky and toxic that it verges
on the sin of bearing false wit-
ness against reality.

Ihe public must get to read
all theenquiry reportsas each
of the scams involves public
funds.

issues through long-term and
effective measures like agri-
cultural adaptation, afforesta-
tion, and sustainable water
management can mitigate the
impact of this human-induced
climate crisis and help the
region become more resilient
to the impacts of climatc
change.

Lastly, the increase in tem-
perature and reduced rainfall
leads to the drying up of the
soil, causing cracks on the soil
surface, fundamentally affect-
ing crop yields. The cracking
paddy fields can result in crop
failures, leading to food short-
age in the region.

To address these issues, it
is crucial to adopt measures
that mitigate climate change
Reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and promoting
the use of renewable energy
sources can mitigate climate

(SI1X)

Sense or No
Sense - Economics
of Meghalaya

By Rudi Warijri

A very compelling last
three weeks. | had to go wa-
ter hunting The two sourccs
of water supply  from the
Shnong an:l from PHE had
both failed. | will not bore
the readers with the reasons.
Mereifully, the rain Gods
were kind enough to send a
briefspell of downpour plus
the purchased water that
somehow sustained me and
my family. I nonetheless had
to do away with some part
of my daily ablutions. Hav-
ing lived in underdeveloped
parts of the world  across
continents, now in my own
hometown lhave todo water
hunting . On World Water
Day March 21. the Mukhya-
mantri had said that Megha-
laya would contribute 6% of
its water tolndia. Where will
that come from?

The oth;r is the perennial
power outage or load shed-
ding. The slight dementia in
me has failed to keep track of
the number o fhourswhen the
lights will go o ffand when it
willswitchon. Ihoweverrec-
ommend that the duty person
who religiously switches off
the lights >n time deserves
an award for due diligence

The mantri in charge of
power tells us that it is be-
cause of the low water level
at the Umiam lake . Some
other versions say its bccausc
ofthe borrowed power taken
from outside sourccs of sup-
ply and the gargantuan loan
taken . Only the mantri
knows the truth and untruth
of the entire story but 1give
him the benefit of doubt. It
may however be reminded
that prior to March 2022.
media coverage for months
assailed the MCECL par-
ticularly oi the functioning
ofthe then mantri for power
that finally led to his exit.
The said Inquiry Committee
into alleged irregularities in
MCcECL also submitted its
report. Till date nothing is
known about what's in and
what's not inthe report. Who
knows it nay have already-
died a natural death. One
thought that revelations
in the report for whatever
they're worth may lead to a
scries of corrective action,
rectification and atonement
for any alleged irregulari-
ties .

The otter day | was try-
ing to get some Xerox cop-
ies done. lentered a Xerox
vendor only- to be told by a
sullen looking face 'bijli nci
hei.” All th: while | have al-
ready had an earful of griev-
ances from owners ofbakery
and confcctioncry . steel
fabrication units, construc-
tion indust'y. water vendors,
beauty parlours, cybercafes,

obtained from NIT I Aayog
otherwise one can only ex-
trapolate about other data
for Meghalaya from what is
available about India. The
book. "The Crooked Timber
of New India.” by Parakala
Prabhakar has a chapter on
India’s unemployed, unem-
ployable and unskilled. It
says, "although wc enjoy a
massive demographic ad-
vantage compared to the
resto f the world, our labour
force hopelessly lags behind
in skills and training. Only
about 5% ofour labour force
has undergone any formal
skill training. Compare that
with 68% in the UK. 75%
in Germany, 52% in the US

80% in Japan and 96%
in South Korea." Docs the
concept of reskilling even
exist in Meghalaya il it has
to be transformed into an IT
hub to absorb the expanding
Gen Z as one of the slogans
claims!

Some historical analogy
to the unbridled profligacy in
appointments of Chairmen,
Co-Chairmen. Advisers,
etc., into all kinds of vacu-
ous high sounding bodies.
At last count there were
22 of them. In 1765 the
Mughals appointed the Hast
India Company as Diwan
for the purpose of collecting
revenue. The British exacer-
bated the system further by
granting the rights to own
land to zamindars whose
authority was to collect rev-
enue from the farmers and
peasants: yield or no yield
from cultivation. In Megha-
laya political fealty replaces
revenue. Who cares about
rationality or moral recti-
tude? So the treasury defrays
an approximate Rs4-5 lakhs
permonth on cach appointee
on honorarium.POL.housc
rent, electricity, hospitality,
medical allowance, convey-
ance. furnishings, mainte-
nance. telephone. TAT)A
oflicc staff, newspapers and
magazines. Paraphrasing
Abraham Lincoln, 1 char-
acterize it as a government
by the politicians, of the
politicians and for the politi-
cians. For someone like me
who as a fledgling teenager
participated on September
1(1. 1968 in the Non Violent
Direct Action picketing at
the then Assam Secretariat
with the risk ofbeing shot,
I can't help but feel bitter
at the callous dissipation of
public funds. 1968 was when
most of the current rulers
were still in the realm of the

ghalaya to achieve S 10
billion economy goal, read
the headlines . An honour to

insti-
tutions, ctc about how they
were battl ng to survive to
make ends meet because of

that the Space
Economy Leaders Meet-
ing (SELM) of G 20 was
held in Shillong. Besides
Shillong had

unreliable and
power supply.

Down o the earth and
soil. 1had gone to visit my
developing farm away from
the city. 1had entrusted a
fannerto ukccareof itwhile
he also docs his own cultiva-
tion. | had called him to be
prepared with some veg-
etable eropwaste for feeding
the pigs. He took me instead
to another location where he
was cultivating tomatoes. To

and delegations from Japan
Korea , Germany, US. the
European Union visiting
to look for investment and
cooperation in infrastructure
and several other sectors.
Coincidentally, the Korean
delegation happened to be
in Shillong and read about
the water scareity and load-
shedding, so they offered
their assistance. All this is
aimed at growth which is

change. A L en-
hancing water conservation
measures, such as rainwater
harvesting, can ensure that
communities have access to
water even during droughts
Adopting climate-smart ag-
ricultural practices can help
farmers improve their yields
and reduce their vulnerability
to climate change.

In conclusion, the adverse
impact of climatc change on
Garo Hills is a reality that
requires broad-based support
from all stakeholders. Imme-
diate and targeted action can
mitigate these adverse effects
and support the region’s tran-
sition to a more sustainable
economy.

Yours etc.,
samgar R Sangmal

Program Head, CFPARD

Garo Hills

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
Hit'Shillong limes

my he offered
the "fit for humans' tomatoes
to instead feed the pigs. He
was whining that the market
was offering him six rupeesa
kg which wouldn't even pay
for the transport cost.

1 was trying to make sense
or no-sense about all this
aforementioned sloganeering
of Meghalaya becoming a S
10 billion dollar economy in
the next fiveyears. Available
data says tfat the current size
of Meghalaya's economy is
under 5bilion dollarsand the
rate of growth is 8%. It may
be reminded that the growth
for 2021 - 22 was based on
the pandemic period base of
minus 23 %. In fact, accord-
ing to the Reserve Bank of
India the Compounded An-
nual Growth Rate (CAGR)
of Mcgha aya in financial
year 2021 was 2% while
Mizoram's was 7.9%. God
forbid, we have no more
pandemic or calamity ofany
kind heneeforth.

Iho 17gonUofsnr, data
about Meghalaya can only be

in sectors like health and
education. And it shouldn't
be like in India where the
wealth of Adani grew from
$ 8 billion in 2014 to $ 140
billion in 2022 whereas the
hunger index of India is 107
outof 12 1countries and the
human development index is
132 out of 191 countries
The National Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index
Baseline Report 2020-21
placed Meghalayaat 32.75%
poverty while Mizoram is
only 9.8%. Why not spend
some money for authentic
economic advice on Ama-
rtya Sen or Abhijit Baner-
jee and Duflo? They were
awarded the Nobel prize for
their work on development,
welfare economics and the
poorest in society. Otherwise
the scenario makes many
people like me feel we are
being taken for a cretin and
end up without making sense
or no sense.
(The writer
diplomat)

farmer
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“Success is Ihe sum ofsmall efforts -
repealed day in and day out.

—Robert Collier
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Manipur continues to burn
THE visit of Union Home Minister Amit Shah to the
troubled state of Manipur and his meeting with differ-
ent communities there has hardly quelled the violence
which continues unabated. Tlte HM is not one whocan
understand the underlyingand deeply entrenched eth-
nocentric pullsthatdefine the present spate ofviolence.
If politics was not the driving factor and ifany other
government, ether than a BJP-led one was in place.
President's Ru.ewould have been the most logical step
for the central government to take. Manipur has been
in the grip o fcentral rule on ten occasions in the past.

This speaksa lotabout the pe

cal instability that is the

hallmark ofMj nipur. At this pointit would be fairto say
that governance has completely failed because anyone
can be shot at any time and armed gangs are moving
around in army uniforms and arc fully armed.

The interview given by Pramot Singh, leaderof the
Meetei Leepuna militant outfit that swears unabashed
loyalty to ChiefMinister Biren Singh, to Karan Thapar
of The Wire, nas a direct call to arms to all Metcis
who lie said would soon converge, overcoming all
differences and that the Kuki-Chin tribes whom he
termed as illegal migrants in Manipur would be dealt
a ‘blow,” much fiercer than the May 3 violence. In any
other country with a rule o f law, Pramot Singh would
have been apprehended for directly and indirectly
threatening to wipe out the Kuki-Chin- Zo tribe from
their habitat. Singheven termed the Anglo-Kuki warof
1917-1919 where the Kuk s staged an uprising against
the British but finally lost the battle, as a myth. The
spark for the May 3 violence was the torching of the
memorial gate of the Anglo-Kuki war in C'hurachand-
pur. In this atmosphere of unending posturing by the
leaders of Mcctci outfits (known to have undergone
arms training) an national television, any talk of peace
seems sardonic. From reading the mind of Pramot
Singh it wouldappcar that the Mcctcisarc in readiness
fora fight to the finish. The Meetcisare unwilling to see
Manipur vivisected although what the Kuki-Chin-Zo

MLAsarc

i t
isa separate

that

Will HM s visit quench the thirst of
Sanamabhi spirit in Manipur?

The cpochal mayhem
that was unleashed in the
state of Manipur on May 3,
2023 continues to ravage
the residents of Manipur
with unprecedented destruc-
tion of lives and properties.
If this mindless violence
continues there is likelihood
that Manipur might turn into
mass graveyards as there is
fear that it will spill over to
all the other communities in
Manipur as well, liven dur-
ing the visit of the Hon'blc
Union Home Minister. Amit
Shah, villages were burnt
and lives continued to be
lost. It seems as ifsome kind
of unfathomable spirit of
pure hatred and disdain had
engulfed the mind and soul
of people who arc executing
this mayhem.

Those who follow the
history of Manipur in post
independent India will all
agree that it has always been
one of the most volatile and
most dangerous States in
India. Since its annexation
to the Union of India in
1949, Manipur had witnessed
the formation of numerous
secessionist armed groups
Insurgency and counter in-
surgency operations reached
its peak in early 1980s and
continued till the late 1990s.
With the signing of the SoO
in 2008. a tripartite agree-
ment between the Central
Government, the Manipur
State Government and the
Armed groups, relative peace
was restored in the State.

Manipur had also wit-
nessed inter communal
violences among Meitcis.
Mcitci Phangals, Nagas and
other Kuki communities
in the 1990s. Those com-
munal violences were also
unprecedented during the
time and spacc when they

is not reliant on the Imphal vallcy-bascd government
which is seen as partisan and anti-tribal.

Itis true tha. the Kukis have been levelled as poppy
growers with a vested interest in the drug trade which
has afflicted the young across the North Eastern Re-

gion and the rest of India

lieroin being the drug of

choicc ut parties. This according to Intelligence Bureau
sources is a Rs 50.000 crore annual trade. According
to Manipur special anti-drugs unit. Narcotics and Af-
faire of Border (NAB) the Bircn Singh Government
has destroyed 18,664 acres of poppy cultivation from
2017 to 2023. Those benefiting from the trade would
naturally resent the Government’s intrusion into what
they consider ncir part ofthe territory. Perhapsa better
handling of this situation taking the Kuki MLAs into
confidence might have yielded better results with less

acrimony and violence.
(fIWIH»IT71TTiT13?2n5"B
Whither
reproductive
rights?

I-ditor.

May I narrate an incident
about a 19-ycar old girl
(pseudonym Ida! that throws
light on the plight of young
women in our state. lda is
a child of a singlc-mother,
working as a demestic help
taking care of herself, and
supporting her mother and
step-siblings. Despite the
adverse social challenges,
she realised the importance
nf ion anil nivenrollw!
herself in schocl. In search
of a little companionship,
she started going out with
a boy in the city. | do not
want to get into the details
but long story short, she was
coerced to initiate a sexual
relationship, which resulted
in pregnancy.

Now comes the more
horrifying part jf the saga.
As soon as she missed her
period (menstruation),
she approached one of the
prominent hospitals to avail
a medical termination of
pregnancy (MTP). She was
told that they conduct MTP
only fordisabled or for rape
victims! They asked her
to go to a tertiary referral
hospital where apparently
she was told thai “they need
to inform the school.” Stig-
matized and traumatized, she
became fearful of the health
system. She fcl: compelled
to return to her maternal
home where the family ad-
vised her to go ahead with
the pregnancy. Please note
till date she is uihappy. not
prepared to be a mother,
and definitely does notsec a
future with the ‘unemployed"
fatherofthe unborn, who lias

already started misbehaving
through actso fintimate part-
ner violence!

As a public health profes-
sional it pains me to see a
young teenage girl slipping
into the vicious cycle o f pov-
erty. thanks to the attitude of
health personnel who could
have helped her. In spite of
all adversities, this girl has
been trying her best tocscapc
the cycle ofpoverty through
education. | really do not
know if there are any better
alternatives? Yet as a com-
munity. asa health fraternity,
we failed her. Is it not time
for our healthcare providers
to upgrade our knowledge
about amendments to the
MTP Act of India? Why do
we have to follow the MTP
1971 Act when the Hon’blc.
Supreme Court of India has
amended the 51-year old re-
gressive law to "...the rights
of reproductive autonomy,
dignity and privacy under
Articlc2 Lofthe Constitution
gives an unmarried woman
the right of choicc as to
whether or not to beara child
onasimilar footing as that o f
a married woman.”

Where was tlx; choicc and
autonomy when hospitals
refused her the service that
was her right by law? Why
was a 19-year old treated
like a child with no agency?
One cannot always cxpcct a
19-year old to be articulate
enough to fight for her case
when faced with people in
positions o f power and infor-
mation asymmetry

It is so easy fo punish a
young lady and ‘preach’ on
moral and emotional grounds.
As a public health profes-
sional it breaks my heart that,
wc as a community, pushed
her back into a 'dungeon’
which she was desperately

have unfortunately occurred.

Meitcis being the dominant
community and the de-facto
custodian, ina sense that they
are the majority stakeholder,
and also in their zeal to up-
hold the territorial integrity
of Manipur state, had always
paved the way for pcacc be-
tween waiTiug communities,
liven during the Mcitci- Pan-
gal clash in the 19905 or the
Mcitci - Naga clash in the
early 2000. they had always
been at the forefront to initi-
ate peaceful reconciliation.
However, in this recentcom-
munal clash the abject oppo-
site sentiments and political
will seems to have been pre-
vailingamong the Mcitci law-
makers. political executives,
bureaucrats, police, intcllcc-

trying to escape. Did she
really deserve to be cocrecd
into motherhood against her
choicc? Considering that
over 10% of maternal deaths
in Meghalaya are among
teenage pregnancies. 1hope
she will not become another
statistic. 1 so, will it not be
true to say that the treating
doctors, who arc supposed to
save lives, failed her?
Yours etc..
Or Eliza Dutta
Shillong

W hat VPP has
forgotten to
demand

liditor.

The VPP in its show of
strength had demanded only
the revisitation of the Reser-
vation Policy. 1972 and had
not demanded for prospective
implementation o fthe Roster
System. The CM. Conrad
Sangma. had. in an issue of
Ihe Shillong Times of Junc7,
2023. stated. "The roster is a
continuous process and the
continuity starts with 1972
Wec have been maintaining
that for the past many years"
What he had been main-
taining for the past many
years, only he can answer. Of
course, it was not the roster.
Ihe roster started only from
May 10, 2022. the date of
issue of the OM pertaining
to the matter. Had the VPP
demanded for tlic prospective
implementation o fthe roster,
the CM would not have said
as such.

Retrospective implemen-
tation of the roster is bad
for the Khasi-Jaintia Other
MinorTribesand Unreserved
categories. Without maintain-
ing a roster for the past 50
years, the MDA-2 is search-

By Dr. Thangzakhup Tombing

tuals. scribes. elders of the
society, the youths and even
the women.

Mystic spirit o funcontrol-
lable hatred, ingcr, frustra-
tion. and a scase of suprem-
acy over the Kukis seems
to have engulfed the entire
Mcitci community, who oth-
erwise. as pet their own ac-
counts. are peicc loving and
an inclusive society. There
seems to be an unabridged at-
temptto clcan>c. reclaim and
appropriate the entire land
and resourcesof Manipur to
themselves. | is. therefore,
sunnised that ihe building of
an *Exclusive Mcitci Brand”
based on the imagined glori-

political status of the Mcitci
Kanglcipak community in
comparison with the Kuki
communitieswas much more
advanced. The Kukis. on
the other hand, never had
their own manuscript or any
organically evolved deity or
well-structured institutions.
They were animistic tribes
who had their own scattered
customary law's and institu-
tions orally passed on from
generation to generation.

In 1724, Hindu Mcitci
King Pamheiba. under the
influcnce of Brahmin priests
from Bengal, declared Hin-
duism asa State religion. He
used brute forec on his own

“Those whofollow the history of Manipur
in post independent India will all agree that
it has abvays been one ofthe most volatile
and most dangerous States in India. Since
its annexation to the Union of India in
1949, Manipur had witnessedtheformation
ofnumerous secessionist armedgroups.

ous Kanglcipak Sanamahi
traditions with the tacit sup-
port of a conducive state
machinery may have inadver-
tently led to ihe unleashing
ofan unquenchable thirst for
violence in the valley.

Ihe Kanglcipak Sanamahi
Traditions and its Imag-
ined Supremacy

Meitci historians and aca-
demicians weuld propagate
that the ancient Mcitci com-
munity gradually migrated
to the current Imphal valley
area about 3C00 years ago.
According to them, the initial
stage o fthe Mitci Kaglcipak
kingdom and the evolution
of the Sananahi religion
were shrouded in mystery
and mysticism. The royal
bloodline or the Ningthouja
clan was descended from the
deity Pakhangha. The deities
Leimaret Sidahi or Entoinu
arc the blessed deities for a
Mcitci houselwld and wealth
They also have deities for
tutelary, clan, village etc. All
these well-evolved institu-
tions were documented in
their puyas written in their
indigenous nnnuscript. The
notion of Saaamahi-ism is
the ofadeepand

subjects to convert them to
Vaishnavism. During this
time many of the Mcitci
ancient institutions, their
indigenous manuscripts and
puyas were burnt. Eventu-
ally. with the conversion of
the larger section of Mcitci
community to Vaishnavism.
Kanglcipak was renamed
as Manipur. Despite their
conversion they continued
the worship of their tradi-
tional deities like emolnu,
pakhangha etc. Vaishnavism
among the Mcitci. therefore,
is a syncretic form of both
Vaishnavism and the sana-
mahi religion

After their conversion,
nuanccs of castcism also
started to take root within the
Mcitci social life. Gradually
castc-bascd discrimination
also affccted the interac-
tion of Mcitcis with the hill
tribes. Ihcy started treating
hill communities as impure
and also distanced them
Due to the changc in the
attitude of (he Ilinduiscd
Mcitci community towards
the hill tribes, the term ‘hao’
which was earlier used toad-
dress the hill tribes gradually
into some-

sacred spirit of the animist.
pristine, pure, and unadul-
terated idcntiiy of being an
indigenous Mcitci.

The social.economic, and

ing for a blue, cat in a dark
room where it is not.

When the Central Govern-
ment. under the order of the
Supreme Court, implemented
the post-based roster from
July 2.1997 we were advised
to enter in the new roster
only ihe incumbent SCs, ST,
OBCs whoare still in service;
not those who had retired,
resigned or d:ccascd. They
were placcd in the roster
against the points reserved
for them. The reservation
started only from the points
after the cxisiing SCs. STs,
OBCs were incorporated.
Backlog reserved vacancies
were consigned to limbo.

Yoursetc.,
A. Pyrtuh.
Shillong-793014

Dark humour
that is
Meghalaya

liditor.

It began with a chuckle.
Then 1 repeatx) it loudly to
myself. And I couldn’t hold
back. 1bellowed with laugh-
ter. 'No Scamsin Meghalaya,
only Scamsters galore’ by
Patricia Mukhim (Friday,
June 9, 20231 was just too
hilarious a heading! I'm still
sniggering ai | write (his
response!

What has intrigued me
over the years is that many
social organisations have
been vocifcrous over po-
litical appointments of re-
tired bureaucrats in various
departments, yet the practice
continues! Will 1 be incor-
rect to assume that the civil
servant while in office was
“dutiful” to ilk? personal ag-
grandisement i f politician's?
Also party hopping politi-
cians who hav; been rejected

thing which was construed as
highly derogatory or impure.
Foralmost 200 years this be-
came the prevalent and crys-
talized attitude of the Mcitei

by the clcctorate find plump
i as Chairman

community towards the hill
tribes. However, in the 1930s
there was a call for revival of
the sanamahi religion. The
call for revival was triggered
by the bitter cxpcricnces of
mockeries faced by the Mcitci
Hindus from the larger Ben-
gal community for imitating
the Bengali Hindu ways of
life. The revival rcachcd its
peak in the 1990s.
The Unleashing of May-

hem on May 3, 2023

The Kanglcipak sana-
mahi supremacist revival
agenda seems to have found
a conducive political environ-
ment in the present political
dispensation. It is alleged by
the Kuki-Zo researchers and
scholars that almost all the
political hierarchy in Manipur
including an MP from the
Mcitci community arc either
directly or indirectly associ-
ated with Mcitci organisa-
tions like Arambai Tcngol
and Mcitci Lcepun. These
two organisations are alleged
to be the rcsurgence of the
military storm-trooper wing
of the erstwhile Kanglcipak
kingdom. Their objective is to
carry out orders and cxccutc
the aspirations and designs of
the titular king who patron-
izes them.

Unlike the Maichous or
learned priests of the an-
cient Kanglcipak, the current
Mcitci supremacists who
have no knowledge, wisdom,
or expertise about the poten-
tial power of the sanamahi
spirit, might have ended up
arrogantly unleashing ravish-
ing and annihilating spirits
merely for the revival of
their sanamahi supremacists
agenda. This observation is
pertinent bccausc the very
notion, nature, and character
of the sanamahi religion runs
counter to the very csscncc
of Hinduism, and it is also
anomalous to the democratic
and Constitutional values
and spirit of India. Though
nascent at this stage, the logic
advanced might be the most
plausible explanation to the
causc ofwhy violence ofsuch
an unprecedented brutal scale
was unleashed by the Mcitcis
against Kukis in the Imphal
valley from May 3rd onwards
with abjcct and appalling
disregard for the ntle of law.
Reported sporadic incidents
of communal violence dur-
ing the visit of the Hon’blc
Home Minister suggests that
the thirst for violence still
persists.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor of /.an’, .Xational
Law Universityand Judicial
Academy, Assam)

W ammm m rn
determination has bccomc an

Advisor, Spccial Officer,
etc., so readily! Where has
meritocracy gone? Where
has impeccable track record
gone! Where has integrity
and trustworthiness gone!
Also I recall reading in
The Shillong Times off and
on about retired judges be-
ing appointed to enquire into
various scams and even po-
lice atrocities. 1always found
it ludicrous! And my simple
mind comcs to a definite
conclusion! Mind you I do
not believe in the infallibility
ofjudges!
Yours etc.
Kevin Phillips
shillong - 19

Inadequate

rainfall — a
rave concern

iditor.
In the face of the global
climate crisis, it is always

Itis worth noting that the
recurring heaps of garbage
that “accumulate” shortly af-
ter their clean-up activitiesare
really disheartening. How-
ever, the OCU team remains
resilient and has continued
its mission for the past four
years. Their commitment is a
testament to their dedication
to restoring the ecological
balaiKC in the state.

It is no less discouraging
that there is still a lack of
“strict prohibition orders”
from the authorities against
In<*dumping nf garhagr* iwar
these water bodies and drain-
age though the Government
made the promise in the last
meeting. The abscncc of
“concrete action” reveals a
lackadaisical attitude on the
part of the authorities con-
cerned. This lax approach not
only “undermines” the efforts
of the concerned citizens but
also perpetuates the cycic of
pollution and environmental

to supportand recognizc indi-
viduals who actively engage
in environmental conserva-
tion. On this Environment
Day. the Government took a
commendable step by hon-
ouring Patricia Mukhim. a
senior journalist, for her and
her team's relentless initia-
tive in cleaning the rivers
that pass through Shillong
town. The Chief Minister
also awarded several Dorbar
Shnong and NGOs.

Leading the dedicated
membersofOCU (Operation
Clean-Up), Ms. Mukhim and
her team have been work-
ing sincerely to combat the
growing waste and pollution
in these vital waterways. De-
spite the nasty "challenges”
they face, their unfaltering

Itis high time for the Gov-
ernment to take dccisive ac-
tion by implementing strict
prohibition orders against
“garbage dumping.” Install-
ing CCTVs at various points
is a must. This alone goes
a long way in winning the
hearts of environment-con-
scious ciiizens'NGOs.

Finally, 1 also urge the
Government to sinccrcly
find out the underlying fac-
tors responsible for the in-
adequate rainfall in our town
and the entire state. What is
“blowing away” our share
of rain clouds? It is, in fact,
a more serious concent than
any other.

Yours etc.,
Snlil Gewali.
shillong

(SI1X)

Round The States
By Insaf

Balasorv Train Tragedy
Polities goes off track
Politicsover human trag-

edy is sadly a given. The
devastating train accident in
Balasorc. Odisha turns out to
be yetanother unfortunate ex-
ample confirming it. The CBI
investigation into the crash,
which led fover 288 deaths
and over a 1000 injured is
furiously being questioned by
the Oppos tion. Demanding
accountability, transparency
and of cotirsc Rail Minister
Vaishnaw’sscalp, rivals Con-
gress and TMC arc among
others tcnming the probe as
an attemp to suppress the
truth. Three times Railway
Minister Mamata Bancrjcc
said: "1alio gave the Gya-
ncshwari Express case (148
lives were lost) lo CBI but
no result camc. 12 years
over but wc sec no result.
CBI handcs criminal and
accident ctscs. The Railway
Safety Commission is there.”
Interestingly. Congress was
on the same page. Party
President Khargc has in a
letter to Prime Minister Modi
said the CBI is meant to in-
vestigate crimcs, not railway
accidents, h. orany other law
enforcement agency, cannot
fix accountability for techni-

This message by Deputy
Chief Minister Fadnavis
after violent protests and
stone pelting broke out in
Kolhapur city on Wednesday
last smacks of straight talk
and nomincing o fwords, as
the Shinde gov eminent com-
pletes oncc a year. The pro-
tests erupted after a bandh
call by pro-Hindutva outfits
seeking action against objcc-
tionablc social media posts
by a few locals reportedly
glorifying Mughal emperor
Aurangzcband 18th-century
Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan, a
day before. The police had
to use tcargas after stones
were hurled at houses and
vehicles damaged. So far
36 people have been ar-
rested. and multiple eases
registered. While the policc
claim the situation is gradu-
ally returning to normal,
internet services had to be
suspended and prohibitory
orders issued till June 19
banning assembly of five
or more persons. Politics as
usual was played out. with
Fadnavis wondering a link
between a statement of an
Opposition leader about
likely riots and subsequent
‘glorification’ of Aurangzch
and Tipu Sultan. "Hie Shinde

al, and political
failures. They lack technical
expertise n railway safety,
signalling, and maintenance
practices...the people in
charge don’t want to admit
there arc p'oblems”.

The train tragedy indeed
is an cyc-cpencr for all. The
Opposition charge that all
the empty safety claims of
the Railway Minister 'stand
exposed" may not be off the
mark. There is and should
be serious concern among
common passengersand safe
travel. Andvvhilc the mystery
surrounding the devastating
crash will take time to be
solved, the Ministry must
‘prioritise installation of
mandatory safety standards
and equipment across rail-
way routes to ensure safety
of passengers.” How will
the CBI probe bring any
clarity? Undeniably there’s
need for serious introspec-
tion and th:rc can be no two
questions that there is need
for a massive infrastructure
upgrade cf the Railways,
encompassing trains, tracks
and statiors, Modernisation
and bullet trains is all very
well, but safety of lives must
be top prioity. Governments
sadly have shown little in-
tent to address the systemic
safety malaise. A Parlia-
mentary Sianding Commit-
tee on Transport, Tourism
and Culture had criticised
the ‘complete apathy and
ncgligenee’ of the Railway
Board towards recommenda-
tions of the Commission of
Railway Safety and pulled
up the latter. Docs the ruling
dispensation ever leant from
mistakes, ii a question which
begs an honest response.
Making comparisons with
other major accidents and
counting the dead must end!
Remembet. a stitch in time
saves nine.

Sinister Posters

Posters in sonic towns
in Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi
district arc far from being
mischievous, rather smack of
sinisterintent. Early this week
security had lo be beefed up
with communal tension refus-
ing to ebb in Purola. Barkot
and Chinyilisaur after post-
erscame Up in Hindi: “Love-
jihadis are informed they
should vacate their shops
before the mahapanchayai
to be held on June 15. If
you don’tdo it, then anjaam
(the consciences) will de-
pend on time.” Plus, some
houses belonging to Muslims
arc reported to have been
marked with a black cross.
This after VHP and Hindu
Jagriti Maiich members held
protests in Barkot. urging
people to unite against ‘love
jihad’and 'outsiders’. Some
shops and houses belonging
to the minority community
were also attacked following
the arrest of two persons, one
Muslim, under POCSO for
trying to abducl a minor girl
from the majority commu-
nity at the end-May. Over 40
shops have sincc remained
shut. Hie Uttarkashi SP told
media the posters have been
removed: they arc trying to
identify the anti-social ele-
ments and he's not aware of
any mahapinchayat proposed
in Purola. \ bt enough. Con-
fidence building measures is
the need of the hour.

Kolhapur Protests

“Acts glorifying Mughal
emperor Aurangeb will not
be tolerated in Maharashtra”.

is
a probe into the incident
and the administration has
decided to set up separate
peace committees compris-
ing members of all com-
munities to ensure peaceful
celebration of all festivals
in Kolhapur. However. NCP
chicfSharad Pavvarclaimed
“religious colour” was being
given to some small issues
and “the ruling parties are
encouraging such things.”
What's new?
‘Bonhomie* Over

It’s back to square one in
West Bengal! The Writers
Building and Raj Bhavan
arc at loggerheads again
“Unilateral, illegal... wc
won't rccognisc them” is
Mamata Bancrjcc govern-
ment's reaction to Governor
Ananda Bose appointing
interim V-Cs to Il state-
aided universities after the
occupants completed their
extended tenures. Bose, as
Chancellor of all univer-
sities, is appointing them
‘without any consultation
with the department’, said
the Education Minister,
prompting the former to re-
mind, '‘consultation doesn't
mean concurrcnce.” The
bonhomie between the two
sides is short lived, as was
the case with Bose predeces-
sor, Jagdccp Dhankar. Till
March all was well so long
as Bose agreed to extend the
V-Cs term by 3 months, but
after he put his foot down
in May foranother 6-ntonlh
extension, knives were out.
Bose is also being accused
of delaying appointing the
new State Election Com-
missioner. Mamata had to
propose another name after
the first was rejected. She
awaits patiently, for how
long is the big question

Pro-Khalistan Momen-

Denial may not be a good
remedy for both the Centre
and Punjab government.
Pro-Khalislan slogans being
raised on the Golden Temple
premises on Tuesday last
should not be taken lightly.
Many could pass it oIT as
supporters and radical sikh
outfit Dal Khalsa's activists
observing ihe 39lh anniver-
sary of Operation Blucstar.
but there must be caution.
Placards bearing portraits
of slain militant leader Jar-
nail Singh Bhidnraw ale were
seen and so also Khalistani
Hags, slogans of 'Khalistan
Zindabad'w ere also raised by
activists of SAD (Amritsar)
led by MP Simranjit Singh
Mann atxl a former associate
at the Akal Takht. It was re-
ported that 'the entire marbled
periphery of Golden Temple
near Akal Takht. the supreme
temporal scat o f Sikhs, echoed
with pro-Khalistan slogans.”
And while the event passed
off peacefully, it is no secret
that Sikh radicals are trying
to rake up the movement.
Recall then manhunt for Sikh
separatist leader Amritpal
Singh and the incident at
Indian High Commission in
London. W hat's brewing?
The Akal Takht Jathcdar has
alleged conspiracies were
being hatched to weaken the
Sikh community socially,
economically and politically
and the community didn't
have any positive hope from
successive governments
This thinking needs to be
over turned. Sooner the bet-
ter. -INFA
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HowIndia’s slum-free’ revamp falils residents

By Kali Marnanc

lies once built their homes under the shade

of larg; trees. Today, those houses are a flat-
tened dust bow| at the edge of a construction site
Apartment buildings are replacing the low-rise,
high-densily settlement called Ramapir No Telcro,
the city’s biggest informal settlement

I'm feeling the inevitability of political forces
intent on shaping the city in a new image. Walk-
ing through the community, | see shops closed
and homes reduced to rubble. It's hard to recon-
cile these images with the once-vibrant streets
I remember.

The 8.500 homes that housed 150,000 people
in Ramapir No Tekro are being redeveloped as
the government aims to achieve a "slum-free"
India.

Although the stated aim of providing afford-
able housing to bring people out of poverty
gives me hope. | feel heartbreak and frustra-
tion as residents continue lo be short-changed.
They receive poor compensation, the underlying
reasons people build informal housing are not
addressed, and authorities refuse to see value
in the informal architecture that the residents
created. Apartment designs lack key features of
the settlement that our recent study identified as
improving residents’ lives.

I 'm in Ahmecdabad, India, standing where fami-

One size docs not fit all

Residents will receive a new apartment if they
can prove they have lived here since 2010. To
do this, they must have original documents such
electricity bills, government survey, or birth cer-
tificates. Those who qualify for an apartment will
get compensation to cover rent while construction

is completed but they must dismantle their home
before relocating.

Renters, more recent arrivals and those who
lack the required paperwork are ineligible. They
must relocate permanently at their own expense,
often far from community support networks,
livelihoods and schools.

Even for those who do qualify for »ew housing,
nearby rental accommodation is hard to find due
to high rents and/or caste discrimination. When
residents return, their new aparimeni will consist
of one room with a small entry space, kitchen and
bathroom  regardless of the size of their family
or of their previous house.

As an incentive for developers, height and
setback restrictions have been eased This allows
more apartments lo be sold for profit

How suitable design improves lives
In a recent study. Kelly Greenop and | examine
the design of the "slum” | now stard in. before
ii was demolished. We identify four features that
help improve living conditions:
3 Houses are located near work, schools,
healthcare and family

o Residents have control ovei design and

construction, upgrading only when affordable,
which creates a sense of ownership that means
residents are more likely to invest in and main-
tain common areas, and also can give priority to
spending on children's education

3 Houses are clustered in groups thai con-
nect neighbours, and designs typically feature an
entry porch, which allows activities from small
dwellings to spill into common arca> and fosters
social connection

“l Neighbourhoods have a cleir hierarchy
and scale of shared spaces: from private house.

to semi-private porch, to semi-public common
area, to public street. Spending time in shared
spaces directly outside the home helps to build
strong community bonds

What makes a house adequate?

To understand what aspects of informal hous-
ing design work (or not), we compared the infor-
mation we gained from interviews with women
residents and detailed house and neighbourhood
drawings against the United Nations' Adequate
Housing Criteria. The criteria state that housing
must:

O Provide secure tenure

3 Provide essential infrastructure, such as
water and electricity

3 Be affordable

O Be habitable, providing adequate space,
structural stability and protection from the ele-
ments

O Be accessible

3 Be located close to services, such as health,
employment and education, and support networks,
including extended family

3 Enable the expression of cultural iden-
tity.

By definition, informal houses do not meet the
first criterion. However, houses in Ramapir No
Tekro often met three to six of the other criteria,
with some exceptions performing poorly

Are slum redevelopments adequate?
Research by Uchiia Vaid on housing quality
before and after redevelopment reports that new
apartments provide security of tenure (meeting
criterion 1) and essential infrastructure (meeting

(s1X)

criterion 2)

But the new buildings fail to meet other cri-
teria. They suffer from substandard structural
quality and lack of maintenance (failing criterion
4). They lack shared space for neighbourly inter-
action. resulting in more social isolation (failing
criterion 6> And more time spent inside leads to
higher electricity bills (failing criterion 3)

Apartments are inaccessible to household
goats and chickens, and are too small for multi-
generational living or common employment types
(failing cr tcrion 5). They do not reflect house-
hold identity or allow for cultural expression
(failing criterion 7).

It's difficult and expensive to correct such
faults in apartments after they're built. Ramil
Debnath and colleagues have shown that dis-
comfort from poor redevelopment design causes
some residents to move back into informal settle-
ments

Community-based design matters

Housing design alone cannot change the per-
sistent structural inequality facing low-castc
and low-income residents of “slums". But good
design can improve wellbeing, opportunities for
social connection and residents’ daily lives in
general

In Ramapir No Tekro, residents could and did
create solutions adapted to their challenging
circumstances. Instead of starting from scratch
risking the introduction of new problems hous-
ing interventions should engage with and learn
from residents by enhancing what already works,
even in so-called “slums”. (The Conversation)

(The author is Honorary Associate Lecturer in
Architecture and Urban Design. The University
of Queensland)

Indian children’s books can bridge the gender gap in STEM

By Monika Sharma and
Srccmovee Bhaltachan ya

hile there have been
a good number of In-
d an women scientists
changing the world with their
radical work, all the names we
hear in everyday conversations
about scicncc are a bandwagon
of male scientists. Ramanujan.
Jagdish Chandra Bose. etc. Wc
do not hear about the first Indian
woman doctor. Dr Anandibai
Joshi. or even the extraordinary
female botanist Janaki Ammal

We believe children’s books
by representing women scien-
tists can foster an early intro,
duction to women scientists and
by changing the public percep-
tion of who a scientist can be
increase the motivation in young
girls to become one. bridging the
gnawing gender gap.

There have been sonic phe-
nomenal children's books from
Indian authors that tackle this
gender divide in groundbreaking
creative ways. An introduction
to these books can help inspire

children drawing scientists was
published in 2018. It was ob-
served that in 1966 -77. only |
percent of girls portrayed sci-
entists as women when asked
to draw a scientist. However, in
2016. this figure had increased
significantly, wilh 58 percent of
girls drawing women scientists
This radical improvement in the
percentage reveals a significant
shift in public perception of who
a scientist can be. an image Ihal
isn't necessarily male and busts
gender-related stereotyping
From many of the earliest
NASA scientists who were wom-
en and people of colour, whose
stories could lead to intersec-
tional feminist conversations,
women scientists in India dras-
tically challenged the idea of
women being in the inner/pri-
vate realms of society and men
working in the public domains.
Women can definitely do sci-
ence. and in her feminist satire.
Sultana's Dream. Begum Rokcya
Sakhawat llossain turns the
tables of society, where the men
are locked in the inner realms

young girls to feel confident
to pursue the scicnces. Youki
Terada in her opinion piece
writes that children's science
books repiescnt male scientists
three times as much as female
scientists By making a con-
scious in cntional change in
these gender-biased representa-
tions. children's book authors
can revolulionisc the way young
girls think about their potential
to be STEM leaders

A children’s book titled 31
Fantastic Adventures in Science:
Women Scientists of India, wilh
the word "idvenlure™ in its title,
makes science seem like a fun
challenge instead of a daunting
inhibition.

The book, written by Nandita
Jayaraj and Aashmia Friedog.
unravels stories about Indian
women scientists who brought

about radical progress in the
field of science and technol-
ogy, such as environmental
biotechnology, particle physics,
palaeobiology. astrophysics,
and oncology. With her colour-
ful illustrations, the illustrator
of the book. Upasana Agarwal,
tries lo convey these scientists*
personalities through the motifs
and colour palettes she uses to
depict them. Nandita Jayaraj,
one of the book’s authors, says
they would like "to use this book
as an opportunity to undertake
more interactive sessions with
children. It is as much about
Ihi* science as it is ahnut the
people in it."

It is exactly this idea of cap-
turing stories as much as the

experiments that humanizes
the sciences. The human sto-
ries inspire the girl children to
write their own stories without
following any societal conven-
tions

This book aptly captures
the science, and the stories of
these scientists, thus encourag-
ing young minds to realize the
efforts behind these scientific
endeavours and inspiring them
to see how these could be their
stories too. Aashmia, the other
author of the book, says the
book is essentially a feminist
project, and undoubtedly so,
considering its aim of remov-
ing the stigma in i girl child's
mind —that they are not capable
enough to pursue the sciences

Another stellar book. She Can
You Can: A-Z Book of Iconic
Indian Women, is a timeless
series of biographies, where a
summary with an illustrative
sketch represents each character
A-Z. It highlights the achieve-
ments of pioneering women
scientists, doctors, astronauts,
and other stalwarts

Pratham Books, a non-profit
children's book publication
house, has released the de-
lightful book titled. Anna's
Extraordinary Adventures with
Wealher. with lovely illustra-
tions, about the Indian weather
scientist Anna Mani who in-
vented the Ozonesonde. For the
unfamiliar, it is a balloon-borne
instrument that measures ozone

concentration at various alti-
tudes and broadcasts the data
by radio. The story, writtei by
Nandita Jayaraj and illustrated
by Priya Kuriyan, vibrantly de-
picts a little girl who wants lo
read about and study diamonds
instead of wearing them, shat-
tering conventional gender ste-
reotypes Holding the book in
her hands, the girl child feels
inspired to do the same while
reading it. The illustrations
portray a time-lapse with a little
girl bent over books and tools,
transforming into a sari-clad
scientist who would go on to
stiuly the weather an<l invent the
Ozonesonde

A research study on the mcia-
analysis of five decades of U.S.

of society while the women arc
outside building revolutionary
technology

Children's books, we believe,
can pave the way for more gen-
der equity in the field of science
as they would change the mind-
sets of young minds early on in
the enculturation process. When
girls sec women as trailblazers
in STEM fields at a young age,
there is a high likelihood that
they will become pioneers in
STEM themselves as they grow
up. (IANSlife)

(Dr Monika Sharma is an
Assistant Professor, at Plak-
sha University, and Sreemoyee
Bhattacharyva is a fellow at
the Centre for Thinking, Lan-
guage. ami Cammuniralian.
Plaksha University; M.Phil. in
Children's Literature. Trinity
College Dublin)



THE SHILLONG TIMES. SHILLONG. SUNDAY.JUNE 11.2023

CLOSEIN: India needed to play afew

practice games before WTC Final

By Vajurvindra Singh
he finil of the World Tes|

I Championship between

Australia and India is

presently being played at the
Kennington Oval in London. The
two top teams of World cricket
are battling, for The Mace, a
specially cr;ftcd trophy, for the
biggest prize in cricket

It has been two long years of
playing Test scries against sev-
eral rivals that have culminated
in an India versus Australia sum-
mit clash

The World Test Championship
(WTC) is a very good initiative
by the ICC to revive and recog-
nize the true cricket champion

In the past, one did various
permutations and combinations
to unearth the leading side. The
mighty West Indies ruled the
roost in the late 70s and early
80.%. whereat, the fighting Aus-
tralians broight in their rights
to be called a champion side at
the turn and early years of the
century

Thereafter, the claim to be the
best, oscilla’cd between a hand-
ful of cricket-playing nations,
most performing exceptionally
well only at home.

The WTC, however good it

and have an equal opportunity to

been predicted to play a pari

ship trophy on account of a draw

the Indian pacers was thrilling.

(SEVEN)

different ball game. India, have
still got three more days to get
back into the game. In cricket, a
game is not won or lost till the
lasi hall is howled

The Indian players needed to
get acclimatized to the condi-
tions in England. India made this
very mistake when they played
the inaugural WTC Final against
New Zealand and seemed to have
blundered again because of their
commercially beneficial IPL
commitments

India, needed to play a few
practice games before being sub-
jected to a one-match dccider.
The length to bowl or adjustment
required to bat against the best,
are areas where a player needs
time to master. Unfortunately,
the Indian bowlers looked less
prepared, although each one of
them have the skill to exploit the
conditions.

A cloudy sky overhead in
England is one that a batter is
always worried about. Rohit
Sharma. as the captain and an
opener must have thought quite
seriously about whether to ex-
pose his batters to conditions
which have been the reason for
India's downfall in the past. His
decision was quite understand-
able. however, with sunshine
soon after, his morning bloom
turned In glonm

Steve Smith is a player one
admires. He has proved that
Test cricket is not about fancy
strokes but one which requires a
system and planning to be effec-
tive. He has structured his game
accordingly and shown that he is
one of the best in the trade

Travis Head has done exceed-
ingly well recently, however, he

may be. needs to be structured
better. The crampcd internation-
al calendar las made it difficult
for teams to play each and every
Test-playing nation. This itself
leaves a huge question mark and
thoughts to ponder over

A good example of it is that
India, having reached the final
of both the editions of the Test
Championships, have never
played Pakistan in a Test sc-
ries. For both these sides, one
docs not need to have a home
and away scries, but. one at a
neutral venue

A championship becomes au-
thentic only if all the top Test-
playing sides come into play

prove their worth. A good way
to solve this would be to have
a three-year cycle rather than a
two-year one

The idea is not to complete
a tournament for the sake of it
but. for it to be more conclusive
and convincing

A one-match final, especially
in England, leaves a lot up to
the weather gods. The inaugu-
ral championship final, due to
an extra day, managed a New
Zealand victory in the earlier
final.

However, fortunately, the
WTC'23 final has got underway
without a heavenly intrusion
until now. Apparently, rain has

‘Star

during the weekend and India,
in the position that ihey are in
at present, would be praying to
“Indra”. the God of rain to save
them from a possible defeat.

This brings one to a few
points to think abo.it. One is
that the cham pionship should be
played to the finish. The other
is that the team that jets the 1st
innings lead wins in an eventual-
ity of a draw.

However, the mo»t prudent
way would be to have a three-
match final and the team that
heads the league table should
be the winner in the event of a
drawn series

Sharing a World champion-

Gazing’

is definitely not an exciting con-
clusion. cither for the cricketers
or the followers.

A championship needs a vic-
tor. The penalty kicks in World
Cup football and the penalty
shoot-out in hockey are two
good examples in sports of a
good way to conclude if there
is no result.

The ongoing WTC Final has
shown how exciting and de-
manding Tesl cricket is. India,
on a cloudy day. like many sides
in the past in England, opted to
field, especially as they had four
scamers to exploit the condi-
tions. The battle that ensued be-
tween the Australian batters and

Patience, determination, con-
centration and an element of
luck were what kept the top-
order Australian batsmen in tic
fray. One forgot the strike and
run rate as survival was the nane
of the game

Finally, hard work pays and
Australia came through bril-
liantly with centuries scorcd by
Steve Smith and Travis Head.
Both of them combined to put
the Indian bowlers at bay. who
had to bowl more than they had
ever bargained or practised for.

The Indian Premier League
(IPL) may be a good indicator
to recognize talent, however, a
five-day Test match is entirel> a

has a definite weakness to the
short bouncing deliveries to his
body. India found this out later
in the day and even after cross-
ing a century, he looked uncom-
fortable against (he pace of Md
Siraj. The future for Head will
be a barrage of short deliveries
henccforth. one that he will need
to conquer in the future.

India, have an uphill task at
present. A bit of assistance from
the weather and some resolute
batting can still keep them in
the hunt to uphold the "Mace”
jointly

(Yajurvindra Singh is a for-
mer India cricketer. The views
expressed are personal)

Top beauty ingredients that have

By Pt Aja" Bhambi
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made K-Beauty viral worldwide

hile beauty trends may come and go.
there's one thing that never goes out of
Style - taking care of your skin. Part of
taking good care of your skin is finding out which
natural ingredients benefit you and help improve
your skin health.

The ingredients that will work best for you
depend mainly on what skin type you have.

If you have dry skin, you'll want to choose
skincare products that arc moisturising and hy-
drating on the other hand if you have oily skin,
you might need skincare ingredients that unclog
pores, refine skin texture and control excess
oil.

To get glowing skin naturally and to liven up
dull, uneven complexion what you need is natural
ingredients as a part of your skincare products

that take care of your skin and provide myriad
nourishing, anti-aging, and skin brightening
benefits

To make your skincare regime easier. Quench
Botanies takes you through some skincarc ingre-
dients and list their benefits and properties

Vitamin C: A powerful antioxidant and ideal
for strong immunity and healthy skin and eyes.
Vitamin C is works wonders for your skin and
hair. It lightens spots and prevents acne. This
‘brightening’ vitamin aids treats uneven skin, and
pigmentation and leaves skin glowing.

Tea Tree Oil: Packed with anti-inflammatory
and antiseptic properties, tea tree oil is a me-
dicinal essential oil derived from the leaves of a
small tree native to some areas of Australia. Tea
tree oil has numerous skin benefits and is known
to treat acnc. blemishes, and irritation and help
improve skin conditions. Suitable for all skin
types except sensitive skin, tea tree oil is known
for its versatility and can be used to treat hair and
scalp problems like dandruff, flakes, and itching
and also helps get rid of nail fungus

Birch Juice: Packed with the healing prop-
erties of vitamin B5 and vitamin B3. 17 amino
acids, minerals, enzymes, proteins, and anti-
oxidants, birch juice is the answer to healthy,
glowing skin. Birch juice has very high amounts
of purifying and healing properties. It contains
natural forrm of niacinamide and vitamin C that
visibly brighten and stimulate cell turnover. It
also evens oil skin tone, improves skin texture,
and protects against free radicals.

Yul.u: Apart from being a gastronomical de-
light. Yuzu's benefits for skin care arc responsible
for making it the buzziest skincarc ingredient that
the beauty world cannot get enough of. Given the
fact that this awesome citrus fruit has three times
the vitamin C of its fellow citrus friends, it eas-
ily tops he antioxidant list. It restores your
skin’s moisture barrier and keeps it looking
supple 2Il the time! Yuzu really helps with
collagen production, which in turn blurs the
fine lines, and wrinkles, and improves the
skin's elasticity. It hinders the formation of
advanced glycation end products (AGEs)
which considerably slows down the skin's
aging process

[

Ginstng: Packed with anti-inflamm atory
and antioxidant benefits, ginseng is known
for brightening skin, boosting collagen, and
calming down irritated, stressed-out skin.
Popular in Korean skincarc and long known
for its u>agc as a medicine in China, ginseng
firms and enhances skin texture, reduces the
appearance of dark circles, and helps prevent
signs of aging.

Rice water: Rice water is rich in antioxidants
and is an excellent skin-brightening ingredient
It not only brightens but also fades dark spots
and pigmentation when used regularly. Korean
women sincc ages have been using rice water for
skin whitening and brightening. Ricc water has
‘time-turning' properties that blur away prema-
ture signs of aging like fine lines and wrinkles
and even delay their appearance by a substantial
amount of years.

Pomegranate: One of the top pomegranate
benefits is that it contains about 48 per cent of the
daily vitamin C. making it the ultimate blocker
of free radicals. It also contains three types of
antioxidants = anthocyanins. cllagic acid, and

tannins, that work to detox as well as repair the
skin from the damage causcd due to environ-
mental factors. Pomegranates help reduce the

signs of skin aging like age spots, fine lines, and
wrinkles. Stidies have shown that this superfood
can stimulate Kcratinocyte skin cells which help
with cellular regeneration, making it a fantastic
anti-aging ingredient. (IANSIife)



THE SHILLONG TIMES. SHILLONG, MONDAY. JUNE 12.2023

“We have two ears and one mouth so that
we can listen twice as much as we speak. ”

— Epictetus

The Shillong Times
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Mood of the nation
WITH less than a year to go for the Parliament
Polls, the countdown would soon begin for a
verdict on the nation's fate for the next five
years. With Narcndra Modi leading the BJP-
led NDA government through two consecutive
five-year terms, there is no evidence yet of an
anti-incumbency mood. This is significant in
terms ofthe poll outcome, granted that no fresh
issue crops up now. At the same time, the posi-

tives are there for all to see, principally on tin;

economic front - where GDP growth stands at
7.2 per cent, more than the government's own
projected growth figure. Ifthe national economy
is in good health, halfthe electoral game is won,
but this with a caveat that the “India Shining”
slogan of the BJP failed to click in the 2004
general elections. The feel-good factorcould be
all pervasive but a multiplicity ofother factors
count too, to pull the mat from under the feet
of incumbent governments. Social uph Is,
for instance. Except for isolated instances as in
Manipur now or for the fanner's agitation in
some north-Indian statesa whileago. the overall
scenario is perceived to be quiet now.

Clearly, a strategy adopted by Narcndra
Modi as prime minister was to tread a careful
course and avoid confrontations. In situations
like the farmer’s agitation, he simply cut and

ran. Modi

(SI1X)

Driving Resolutions: The Urgency Ardent, bursting
Directions in Shillong City

for New

The Motor Vchiclc Actof
1988 governs all elements o f
road transport vehicles and
covers the Act’s provisions
such as traffic laws, insur-
ance. registration, controlling
permits and penalties. The
Act came into effect on July
1. 1989 and the Government
of Indiamadeamendments to
the Act to further ensure that
roads arc safe. The same was
passed by the Lok Sabha on
April 10.2017

In line with these provi-
sions. which combines all
motor vchicle legislations
and the concerns that come
with it in relation to ac-
cidents that can perhaps be
avoided, the amended Act
will only achicve success
when it is strictly followed
by the public and all the

By Royaldeen Shadap

pave way for various crimes
and illegal activities.

In Shillong city, care with
tinted glasses beyond the
prescribed limits or beyond
the ‘dccent requirement’ arc
acommonsight. A majorsec-
tion o fprivate vehiclc ownere
have abided ty this law but
some arc enjoying the privi-
leges of the unsupcrviscd
matter. Who is to be blamed
when the exorbitant priccand
guise of the vehicle dictates
the percentage of the tinted
glasses? The conccrncd law
enforcers seem to have their
eyes closed on this matter
because these vehicles carry
an executive perspective or
rather an administrative and

departments. The
traffic division, too. which
plays a formidable role, can
set a seal on this.

Shillong isa city withsev-
eral i

lad faced serious odds as chief

minister in 2002 when the Gujarat riots took
place. The unprecedented level of bloodletting
in the streets under his direct watch turned
Modi into a villain. Yet, situations conspired to
facilitate a political windfall for him. For sure.
Modi learned his ropes through thick and thin.
However, his careful approach now means no
tough decisions during his two terms in Delhi.
He avoided reforms on multiple fronts that
should have strengthened the nation. Even the
marketreform he implemented - the GST - was
a leftover ba:>y o f the UPA period.

The Modi dispensation however made
major marks in infrastructure, exports and
welfare. There is considerable momentum on
the building of highways and reshaping of the
down-in-the Jumps railways sector. Modi's Jan
Oushadhi and several other welfare steps are of
immense benefit to the poor. His initiatives like
Make In India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat also
made significant strides. The defence exports
are atan all-time high of Rs 16,000 crore: a 10-
time increase since 2016. This is in matching
with the ovciall growth in exports ofgoods and
services to the tune of $770 billion, register-
ing a growth of 14 per cent over the previous
year. Overall, feelings arc that the Opposition
is groping in the dark for issues to raise against

the government.

Flames of
violence still
burning in

Manipur

Editor,

It is with gr;at concern
that we tribal communities of
Northeast India view the pa-
thetic situation in Manipur.
Never have wc witnessed
sucha surge o fviolence and
the degree of destruction as
this one. Some have even
called the presentsituation in
Manipura mini-Ukraine. Hie
scencs that we are presented
in the media witi thousands
ofcharred vehic cs along the
roads, charred homes and
properties is nothing less
than a war scene.

Ihc trouble began with
the Meitcis demanding ST
status in the state to which
the tribal communities re-
sented vehemently. Ihc for-
mer has no reason to claim
ST statusas theyare far from
being an underprivileged
group. The latter who arc
the actual underprivileged,
have every reason to oppose
the move as it would lead
to a process of losing their
landand a syphoning o f their
current privileges. Although
the Meitcis control only 10%
of the land yc! they pos-
sess the most strategic, the
most usable, moit fertile and
prime land in the state. The

tribal communities although
they own 90% of the land
yet more than 60% of their
terrain is unhabitable and
uncultivablc as it consists
of steep mountains and deep
gorges.
Interms o fquality of land,
the tribals arc the ones who
ought to envy the Meitcis
and not vice versa. In terms
of development, the Meitcis
have the lion's share in every
field - in education they have
the best educational institu-
tions in Imphal, in sports
and games they have all the
necessary infrastructure in
Imphal. they have an interna-
tional airport, and a railway
connectivity ctc. They arc
therefore economically far
better of than the tribals.
Politically and administra-
tively the Meitcis dominate
in the state as most ministers
and bureaucrats come from
this community. They arc
alwaysat the helms o faffaire.
Development in the state has
always been one-sided with
Imphal plain taking all the
advantages while the hill
areas are poorly developed
This is the case where a rich
man tries to forcibly grab
away even the little posses-
sion thata poor man has. Itis
preposterous and extremely
immoral and unacceptable.
The incident in Manipur
reveals another ugly facc.
namely, a planned attack
on the Christians. Many

alongside the formation of
the New Shillong Township
with improved infrastruc-
ture and other developmen-
tal projects. The city, often
considered an educational
hub and cenlrc for trade and
commerce is supplemented
with other good profiles but
is. however, behind certain
protocols in ensuring road
safety. Though the efforts of
the traffic division to address
the current traffic congestion
in the city is commendable,
the look-out on other mat-
ters including illegal tinted
glasses, removal of signal
lights and rear view mirrors
from two-wheeler vehicles,
non-installation o findicators
in attachable* trailer vehicles
and installation o f aftermar-
ket loud exhaust systems arc
however disregarded even
though several notifications
of law and order have been
issued vis-a-vis these issues.

Atthe outset, the issue re-
lated to illegal tinted glasses
has been, over the years, a
major concern in Shillong
city. The Supreme Court in
itsorderdated April 28.2012
stated that black films on the
front and rear windscreens
that blocks light by more
than 30% and tinted side
windscreens by more than
50% is in contempt of court
and liable to be prosecuted as
per the regulations provided
in the Motor Vehicles Act. A
bench including ChiefJustice
S1I Kapadia went by the pre-
scribed limits with an addi-
tional 40% on front and rear
windscreens and anything
beyond it would be punish-
able. It is a serious concem
as to why vehicles would re-
quire such unreasonably high
percentages of tinted glasses.
which would unquestionably

churches have already been
destroyed. Church proper-
ties in the plains of Imphal
have been laid waste and
Christian homes have been
attacked and burnt while
some of than have lost their
lives. It is evident that some
anti-christian elements are
behind the scene and they are
taking advantage of the situ-
ation to achicve their sinister
goal. Wilh ihc BIP govern-
ment in the state, such Hindu
radical groups have become
bolder than ever. The way the
Christians are being targeted
by the Hindu Mciicis in the
Meitci dominated areas, is
deplorable to say the least.
How many of them have
received the light of educa-
tion in Christian schools
and colleges not merely in
Imphal but in other parts of
Northeast India, yet today
they dare to raise their hands
against the very institutions
that served them. This is
sheer ingratitude tinged with
malice. Asa member of the
Christian community o f this
region. | strongly condemn
such violent anti-christian
activities and | hope that
the majority of good Hindu
Meitcis strongly disapprove
the atrocitics perpetrated
by some religious radicals
of their community. They
should come out in peaceful
protestsagainst such violence
as ittamiches the very image
oftheirown community. May

image. In addi-
tion to this, the mere installa-
tion ofa miniaiurc Indian flag
on the dashboard defines the
profile of the cir. Regulations
have only been made on who
can display the Indian flag on
their care, and Section IX of
the flag code enlists that Con-
stitutional Dgnitaries can
display the same. However,
lawful ordcre on the instal-
lation of this iimplc decora-
tive piece inside the car (on
the dashboani) by vehicles
bearing private registrations
have been overlooked; sincc
this representation of the tri-
colour is not ntercly an act of
patriotism bui a utility as a
personal privi ege by many.

Another issue that results
in frequent accidents is the
removal of signal lights in
two-wheeler vehicles. These
selfish acts of some two-
wheeler vehicle owners and
riders blatantly ignores pub-
lic safety and results in fre-
quent accidens and at limes,
loss of life anil property. The
purpose of the signal light is
to indicate thedircction to be
taken by the vchicle. How-
ever. the definition of'indica-
tion’ perhaps lias a different
meaning for hcsc ignorant
riders as they consider it as
an act simply tor themselves
but not as an actual indication
for vehicles behind and ahead
of them. These individu-
als would rather choose to
remove their hands from the
steering and make signs with
them, which is a risk to the
rider, the pillion rider and is
also an inconvenient way of
indicating to the surrounding
drivers and motorists. Is it a
stop sign? An overtake sign?
A greeting? Only they know
what it is.

Above all. ihc removal of
rear-vicvv minors from two-
wheclers in particular ampli-
fies the risk ofaccidcnts. The
purpose of this simple yet
effective device is to prevent
the rider from turning one’s

good sense prevail again

among ihc people and may

peace and harnony return to
Manipur.

Yours etc.,

Bamcs Mawric sdb,

Via email

Broken cables

everywhere

Editor,

Across the :ity, especially
at thejunction)and busy mar-
ket places, (eg from All India
Radio to Lachumicre point),
clectrical wires, cablcs. sag-
ging. swaying, intertwining
and hanging from the poles
arc a familia* sight and a
serious causc of conccm for
pedestrians. The beauty ofthe
city is being mined by such
wires and cablcs. Oncc these
cablcs arc on the streets or
footpaths it will take weeks
and months lo be clcarcd.
Who is to blame?

I wantto onvcy through
this leitcr that the Urban Af-
fairs Department, the District
Administration or Municipal
Board should come forward
and do something to regulate
the hanging of cablcs by
any parties whether mobile
phones companies or cable
TV providers icross the city.
There should be strict guide-
lines for hanging of cablcs
or wires so that the City will
havea better picture and look
cleaner.

Further, strict guidelines

head while switching lanes
or taking a turn in traffic
which would otherwise result
in accidents. However, with
the already existing risk in
disposal (removal of signal
lights), some riders will fur-
ther remove these devices
from their vehicles which
according to them, makes
their two-wheeler motor look
belter. What makes it worse
is the fact that such own-
cre of two-wheelers rarely
facc any conscquences for
removing safety accessories
that were installed by the
concerned motor company
to ensure road safety. The
ones who fall victim to such
wayward driving suffer the
consequences.

Motor vehicles with re-
movable trailers in Shillong
city have been a source of
income for individuals who
possess them in addition to
the utility they provide for
the beneficiarics. The city
has many removable water
tankers and carriers without
which transportation would
be crippled. There arc. how-
ever. instances where these
trailers have been ihc causc
of accidents due to the neg-
ligence caused through the
non-installaiion ofindicators
on them. Even though the
indicators arc attached lo the
main frame of the vehicle,
the trailers however conccal
these inbuilt indicators from
the sight of drivers and mo-
torists; thus, posing a serious
threat to all commuters.

I recall a recent accident
at Nongrim hills where a
jeep along with its attachable
water tanker intended to take
a right turn towards Nong-
shiliang. As it approachcd
the turn, ihc vchiclc slowed
down; and this resulted in
another vchiclc overtaking
it. This is where the problem
arises. Hie jeep along with
its attachable water tanker
had provided the indication.
However, this was not visible
to the vehicles from its rear
end which resulted in what
was fortunately a minor ac-
cident. We can only imagine
the devastation if the same
issue occurs on highways
where vehicles sircich their
speed limit to an uncontrol-
lable extent; and | believe
they have occurred in several
instances and will continue
to if this simple automobile
matter is not addressed

It is ironic too that some
of these vehicles and some
otherprivate and commercial
vehicles install additional
lighting devices on (heir
vehicles that arc. yet again,
beyond ihc dccent require-
ment and its inappropriate

should be given to hanging of
banners or hoardings before
and after use. It is seen that
when these banncrs/hoand-
ingso fdiftercntsizes are tom
and swaying in the brec/c the
parties involveddo not bother
to either remove or repair the
same. | hope the administra-
tion will give a serious and
urgent thought to this matter
50 Ihatour city remains beau-
tiful and liveable.
Yours etc..
Reward Rymbai,
Via email

Shillong’s
deadly speed
breakers

lulitor.

Itisa universally acceptcd
truth that Shillong’s speed
bumps arc magical, nic way
they pop up out of nowhere
is queer. Like all magical
things, they arc evident only
if one pays elose enough
attention. They are simply
too small or too unmarked
to be visible to the naked
eye. No matter how well-
equipped and compliant one
is to road safety protocols,
one can never truly escape
those briefmoments ofshock
brought about by ihc magical
Shillong speed bumps. They
come in all shapes and sizes.
Some of them arc almost as
high as our hills and some,
tiny but sharp- the effcct
of which is almost like the

usage even in the city and its
local areas interferes with the
vision of drivers and motor-
ists to approaching vehicles.
YYetihc same vehicles will not
consider taking up measures
to install these much-needed
indicatorsand would consider
it as a complication due to
the removable or attachable
feature of their trailers. An
Act should be introduced for
the possible installation of
indicators on these impera-
tive wheels of utility which
will further ensure the safety
of roads in Shillong city and
everywhere else.

Loud after-market exhaust
systems have become a trend
antian egoistic drive for many
motorists who desire the
feel and reverberation of the
throttle. Even though these
systems which are sold by
automakers as an authorized
accessory arc not illegal as
long as they meet the noise
emission standards set by the
government under the Mo-
tor Vehicle Act, they should
howeverbe illegal to be used
on public roads sincc the
noise emission (though in
accordance with the MVA)
of most systems arc beyond
the auditory range which
is a great inconvenicnce to
the general public. This is
very common in Shillong
city even though orders
have been issued several
times in the past to immo-
bilize this issue. Late hour
throttle of these systems is
a disturbance to the local
community and these cul-
prits could not care less about
it. These statements should
not be confuscd with some
stock exhaust systems which
are decently and suitably
tuned as per standards of the
concerned company; bul the
racket of other after-market
systems require an urgent
solution.

All of these issues in
Shillong city require urgent
and strict supervision because
they play a crucial role in
promoting road safety and in
ensuring the standard devel-
opmentofthe city in line with
motor vehicle regulations,
protocols and adhcrencc to
them. Education and aware-
ness programmes to promote
responsible driving behaviour
can partly address this matter
in addition to other provisions
that have been laiddown. The
Shillong Traffic Police must
be pro-active in implementing
astrict code ofconductand a
follow-up strategy regarding
these matters. Drivers and
motorists on the other hand
can help in prompting the
safety of roads by following
the already existing codes of
conduct that arc beneficial
to them and arc aimed at the
well-being of each citizen.

jarring cffcct one gets from
tripping on a sharp object
The only way to navigate
such dangers, it seems, is
to have a good memory and
hope Ihat one can map out
every speed bump in this
town. Well, that's one unique
way o fexercising the brain as
one anxiously drives through
these hole-infested roads with
their magical speed bumps
While wc arc on the sub-
ject of Shillong roads, a sig-
nificant entity appears to have
made a silent comcback- the
tinted windows on fancy cars.
Itwon't be long until every car
catches hold o f that fever oncc
again. That's another thing
about the past- how quickly
it slips away from the human
mind and how insidiously it
creeps back again. How those
dark windows bring back
haunting memories of times
when evil walked openly and
freely under the cover of a
black cloak.
We arc human after all.
It is in our nature to forget
things and often act only
when the damage has been
done. Let us seek to remedy
this as best as wc can, as soon
as we can.
Yours etc.,
S.Laloo
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of Ihc writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Time*

the flood-gates!

By Jerome K Diengdoh

From the very inception
of Meghalaya as a State in
1972 with the earmarking
ofjob Reservation policy
some far-sighted citizens
had harboured a foreboding
Ihat the Sime could in the
ultimate analysis end up in

vanced a viable suggestion
on Reservation policy but
was given a severe dressing
down by his co-tribes.
Hence. several discerning
citizens have opined that
perhaps there arc two reme-
dial options to bring the on-

from the mid 1970s several
Hynfliewtrcp youthjob appli-
cants have been disheartened
and none too happy with the
fonnulatcdpolicy in question
as it stands as a bottleneck
for the pursuits of profession
and academic developments
notwithstanding notching
respectable marks in their
scholastic fields given that
Khasi-Jairtia communities
arc stuck up to only 20%
apiece in the Reservation
policy whereas the Garos
are blcsscc with 40% alone.
This has become a faultlinc
amongst these ethnic tribes!
For aromv fifty years ihc

going imbroglio
to a maintainable solution.
First is to approach the Apex
court for a biding confor-
mant for good! However,
the Supreme Court (SC) is
bound to be guided by ihc
premise of the Indra Savvh-
ncy Vs Union O f India case
in 1992, where the former
has duly ordered that any
state'sjob Reservation poli-
cy earmarked for indigenous
populace ought not to cross
a50% ceiling. In a word, if
an appeal is made to the SC
an identical injunction will
be passed; some 0fmy Garo
and Hynfliewtrcp friends
have surmised Ihal the sum

However, some sections of intellectuals
had nursed an apprehension that since
ithas teen endorsed as a policy itsfresh
makeover may be as challenging as
seeing a light at the end o fthe longish
dim tunnel. It can be arguably stated that
virtually all the MLAs of Garo Hills will
never budge an inchfrom the extant
percentage share o fthe existing
Reservation policy as any suggestion
thereofis bound to hit the rock; every
viable option will be exploredto run
down the ongoing agitation spear
headed by the VPP.

Khasi-Jaintia tribes have
borne in (heir heart of hearts
the disgrunticment of the
flawed Reservation policy
The gricvanccs had been
bottled -up in them and the
wounds allowed to fester
until ihc dramatic appearance
of Ardent Basaiawmoit. who
wanted lowalk the extra mile
by being ready lo selflessly
undergo extreme sufferings
in order to impel those at the
helm to review the more than
fifty years redundant policy.
Basavviamoit has envisioned
that time hisbecome overdue
to resort to a ‘do or die’ or
‘now or never’ movement
for the sake o fjobless youths.

total of this 50% Reserva-
tion may be further severed
as 1 20% for Garos and 15%
apiecc for Khasi-Jaintia ap-
plicants Accordingly, this
50% ceiling was endorsed
by the 9- judge Bench.
Years later some State gov-
ernments driven by populist
agenda have attempted to
circumvent ihc SC order
by upping job Reservation
quota for the locals. Now.
perhaps the SC* has grasped
the Machiavellian strategy,
and it may be sooner than
later that the Hon'ble Court
may cftectivcly cope with
such maneuvers!

Ihc second viable option

Hence, several discerning citizens have
opined that perhaps there are two
remedial options to bring the ongoing

Reservation

brogliotoam

tain-

able solution. First is to approach the
Apex courtfor a biding conformancefor
good! However, the Supreme Court (SC)
is bound to beguided by the premise of
the Indra Sawhney Vs Union OfIndia
case in 1992, where theformer has duly
ordered that any state'sjob Reservation
policy earmarkedfor indigenous
populace ought not to cross a 50%
ceiling.

or written by a Latin poet.
Horace, ‘Carpe Diem!"
However, some sections
of intellectuals had nursed
an apprehension Ihat since it
has been endorsedas a policy
its fresh makeover may be as
challenging as seeing a light
at the end of the longish dim
tunnel. It can be arguably
slated that virtually all the
MLAs of Garo Hills will
never budge an inch from
the extant percentage share
of the existing Reservation
policy as any suggestion
thereof is bound to hit the
rock; every viable option
will be explored to run down
the ongoing agitation spear-
headed by the \VPP. There is
no gainsaying the fact that all
the polilic.il parties, cxcept
VPP and lo some extent ihc
HSPDP, do not want to stick
their nccks out on this issue
as the slightest of attempts
to review the Reservation
policy will be suicidal at
any future event of clection
in Garo Hills. Hence, they
have per scavoidcd this criti-
cal issue ai a sacred cow! A
recent palpable case in point
was that ofSalcng A Sangma,
MLA ofGambegre, who ad-

moy perhaps be to bifurcate
Meghalaya into two different
states one for Hynfliewtrcp
state and the other for the
Garo land. Incidentally, in
one of my letters captioncd
“Lum Shyllong blunder!’ that
appeared in this esteemed
daily (ST May 12, 2022),it
recalled the Hynfliewtrcp
founding fathers of Me-
ghalaya - the likes of GG
Swell, BB Lyngdoh. Hoover
Hynfticwta. SDD Nichols
Roy ctc. who had mechani-
cally accorded the said con-
troversial Reservation policy
without a forethought, only
to leave behind a legacy
of despair of (heir future
burgeoning jobless youths.
Herein. | have pondered that
such a bifurcation can be a
win-win situation for both
the communities

No wonder, the ongoing
agitation spearheaded by
VPP on job Reservation
policy may have created an
antagonism ofsorts between
the Hynfliewtrcp and Garo
tribes, hence. it may be not
an outlandish suggestion if
the foregoing contentions
arc taken into reckoning by
ihc public o f Meghalaya.
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G20: What’sin it for Meghalaya
THE G20 is a forum of top developed and de-
veloping nations in the world. Formed in 1999
with 19 countries, Spain remains a permanent
invitee the G20 seeks to address the world's
economic and financial problems and to ensure
that the financial crises that rocked South East
Asian nations in the late 1990°s does not wreck
economies again. The 2008 global financial cri-
sis was managed better because of lessons learnt
from the past. Foriunately. India’s economy was
relatively hoiregrown and was not as exposed
to the economic fluctuations that hit the other

countries.Since its formation the G20 has broad-
ened its mandate to cover additional objectives
such as trade, climate change, sustainable de-
velopment, ensrgy transition, the environment,
anti-corruption, development infrastructure,
disaster risk resilience, health, tourism, culture

and agriculture.

G20 countries include Argentina. Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, In-
dia, Indonesia. Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea,

Mexico. Rus:
Turkey. UK. and US.

. Saudi Arabia. South Africa.

It now includes other

nations and international organisations like the
World Bank. United Nations. International Mon-
etary Fund. World Trade Organisation. ASEAN
among others. G20 nations generate over 80%
of the global GDP, contribute 75% of global
trade, and house 60% of the world's population.
India's G20 Presidentship started in December
last yearand since then over a hundred meetings
have been held in different states. Meghalaya
hosted the first G20 group on Space Economy
Leaders Meeting (SELM) organised by the
North East Space Application Centre (NESAC).
Following that discourse the South Korean

Ambassador held another meeting with a civil
society organisation to explore possi

ies for

cooperation with Meghalaya. The Ambassador
laid out a list of areas of cooperation among
which was focd processing and waste manage-
ment. On June 1-2 recently another group from
the European Union- the Global Gateway met
again at Shillcng to again explore areas of for-
eign investments in Meghalaya for infrastructure
projects, energy transition, waste management
etc. These meetings are important and the State
Government ought to have created a special cell
that will follow up diligently on the discussions
and deliberations so that they do not remain in
the realm of discussions only but are translated
into action on the ground.

India will be handing over its G20 Presi-
dentship to Brazil in November this year. But
that does not mean that the business proposals,
financial and intellectual support from think
tanks would end. These discussions have to
be concretised into action and result in better
roads, railways and airways for Meghalaya.
Educational exchange between our universities
and those ofthe G20 countries should be firmed
up forcross-learning. This isa great opportunity
that rannot ho lost sight of The Government of
Meghalaya would do well to firm up discussions
held with the visiting dignitaries ofthe G20.

Politicians
should stop
paying lip
-service to
education

Editor,

The fron: page
hcadline.’State sccondary-
level dropout raic highest
in India at 21.7 %,( ST June
12. 2023) has prompted me
to respond with a twist!
Surprisingly it did not shock
me! But what shecks me is
that your reporter continues
to report the Education Ad-
visor's words like a stuck
gramophone player! What
is different, nay original,
in what has been said over
the years? Did the reporter
feel the cmotion> of what
was sairlbCouldn't hr have
requested just a tiny brief
about the ‘opportunities and
avenues.” he quotes that the

Government has for school
dropouts?

However, unless the
hearts and minds of politi-
cians. including political
advisors, ct al of the Gov-
ernment genuinely feel the
tearful pain of failure of our
school dropouts, the mal-
aise will continue. No tan-
gible progress will ever be
made. Lip service, cosmetic
measures and intellectual
sounding armchair planning
that befools the people will
thrive. The disgraec and
shame of being placcd at
the bottom will continue
Yes, I'm a nobody, but Il
continue, through Letters to
the Editor of The Shillong
Times, to pound heavily at
those in power who fail to
bring about a progressive
changc in our education
system! Accountability must
now be the ethos ofour edu-
cation department!

On page fourofthe same
day wc read. "AP forms
group to elevate the learn-

Narratives of hate
behind Manipur violence

Despite their contribution
towards independent India.
Kukis are the least under-
stood and mostdiscriminated
community in the country
For 70 years they have en-
dured this. Time to acknow|-
edge their sufferings

Manipur is synonymous
with ethnic conflict. The
last 40 years ofits statehood
saw some violent conflict
between communities but
the one witnessed since May
3 hascertainly been the most
destructive one. It has led
to the death of hundreds of
civilians and innumerable
loss of properties to both
sides. The more interesting
part is that it is a conflict
between Tribal Kukis and
the majority Meiteis who
are known to have a long
shared political history. Since
pre-colonial days, Kukis
have been with the Meitcis.
However, the best o falliance
that has shielded Manipur
from its long-due disinte-
gration has come to an end
So. how docs communities
that maintain so much of a
shared history engaged in an
open violence is a matter of
concern. Inan interview with
Karan Thaparat TheWire.In,
Mcitci legislator Nishikant
Sapam disclosed that the
whole issue o fthe conflictis
based on ‘land*(1]. He argues
that everyone should be al-
lowed to settle in the Hills
which otherwise is reserved
for Schedule Tribes. This
in fact is the reason behind
Meitei community demand
for ST status. In the process,
Kukis became the victim of
majoritarian oppression.

Prelude to conflict

Since the past few years,
Kukis has been targeted
and presented as the reason
behind all failures the state
could everwitnessed, as Nazi
Germany does to the Jews
before the Second World
Name calling such as illegal
immigrants'and ‘foreigners’
are occasionally used to dis-
credit Kukis indigencity to
the land they settle. This is
further accentuated with N
Bircn Singh taking the posi-
tion of state chief minister in
2017. While complaints are
registered at police stations
and its cyber crime branch,
no concrete measures are
taken up to deterany slander-
ous or libellous attacks on
the Kukis.

Instead of taking serious
issues over the matter. N
Bircn Singh on several occa-
sions hasinvolved himselfin
leading the bandwagon. Nev-
ertheless. the allegations that
Kukisare illegal immigrants
are largely presumptuous
and not back by credible
evidence. In fact, Kukiswere
very much part of India's
freedom struggle. O fthe to-
tal of 193 freedom fightersof
Manipur, there are 159 Kukis
listed in the INA Museum
3t Moirang, Manipur(2]. In
Bandc Mataram: Freedom
Fighters of Manipur pub-
lished by Congress Party in
19X6. there are a total of 79
Kukisoutof the total of 112
freedom fighicrs[31. After
seven decades of India's
independence, they are yet to
be recognised and accepted
as a citizen deserving special

ing levels of kids.” Note the
working group; to be headed
by Principal Secretary and IT
sccretary. School Education
and School Education Com-
missioner. Now comparc that
to the Meghalaya working
group. Where are the profes-
sionals o f Meghalaya? Need
I say more?
Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips,
Shillong 19

Reservations
in the 21st
century

Editor,

An overdose of virtual
and open spacc debates on
the subject of reservation
has occupied the minds of
the public, be it in funeral
homes, banquets, meetings
oreven in public transports.
Ifreservations have to be rc-
looked and reviewed through

By Haoginlen Cltongloi

place for their contribu-
tion toward a larger national
cause.

More recently, the Ma-
nipur government has come
up with numerous forest
polices, declaring vast por-
tion of hill areas as reserved
forest and protected for-
ests. As such the department
conccrned issued notices
over the possession of such
lands. The forest officials
even went to the extent of
issues eviction notices to
villages which were strongly
resisted by the tribal settlers.
Indoing so. forcible eviction
of K Songjan* village hap-
pened in Fcbrvary. However,
tribal legislators such as K
Lcishiyo and Paolicnlal Ha-
okip have argued that the
state government policies

national, with drugs worth
crorcsof rupees in 2019. Was
it pure coincidence that CM
Bircn Singh is said to have
granted licence to Borhani
for transport of cannabis
leaves, seeds and flowers all
in the name ofa non-existing
medical company. However,
the narrative of people in
power and influence will
reign over the poorand petty
peddlers.

With all these, the narra-
tives that Kukis are behind
the drug business: that they
arc foreigners or illegal im-
migrants appears to have
done a role in the mobilisa-
tion of extremist organisa-
tions like Arambai Tenggol
and Meitei Lccpun in the

run top
ot the Hilt Areas Committee
(HAC) whereby any laws
relating to Hill areas shall
beapproved by the members
of the HAC. BJP legislator
Paolicnlal Hackip is reported

Imphal Valley.
Total breakdown of order
Now, the month-long vio-

lence has leit hundreds dead
and thousands homeless in
Manipur. For the first time,
chiefminister N Bircn Singh
held a press confcrence on
May 15. twelve days after

“/l issurprising that the state chief
minister who also holds the ‘Home’
portfolio took so long to appealfor peace
and normalcy. Houses within a kilometre
o fhis bungalow were attacked and torched.
Thefirst three daysfrom May 3. Imphal

was literally burning, reducing a once
beautiful city into a ghost town.
Companies o fRapid Action Force (RAF)
were airlifted thefollowing day.
However, violence continues
unabated till the concluding
day o fthe month. ”

to have questioned forest of-
ficials if it fo lowed proper
guidelines bc'orc declaring
any forest as such(4). Until
now, the state government
seems lo be clueless over
the matter. Yet. the attack
of Kukis as illegal settlers
or encroachers of reserved
forcsts continues.

Even in the fight against
drug menacc. the Kukis arc
made to be the scapegoat
while it is clearly evident
that people involved in the
business are not community
specific. An official report
of Narcotics and Borders
Affairs (2017-2022) indi-
cate that there are a total of
2438 arrests: Kuki (824),
Meitei (367). Mcitci-Pangal
(1067) and 1S) belonging to

the cthnic violence began,
and appealed for peace. It is
surprising that the state chief
minister who also holds the
"Home' portfolio took so
long to appeal for peace and
normalcy. Houses within a
kilometre of his bungalow
were attacked and torched.
The first three days from
May 3. Imphal was literally
burning, reducing a once
beautiful city into a ghost
town. Companies of Rapid
Action Force (RAF) were
airlifted the following day.
However, violence continues
unabated till the concluding
day ofthe month. What inca-
pacitated the state authority
in containing mob violence
which happened within five
miles radius of Imphal city

otherd ie:

singling out a community
where it should be collec-
tive. indicates malfeasance,
The high-profile arrest of
a drug-lord by a decorated
lady police officer in 2018
and his release thereafter
due to CM Bircn Singh's in-
tervention (ells its own story.
Thounaojam Brinda. the
Additional Superintendent
of Police, disclosed that she
was under picssure to re-
lease the drug-lord. Another
instance was tie arrcstofDr
Reza Borhani, an Australian

a prospective mechanism it
should first stirt by dismiss-
ing the inclusion of separate
reservation based on tribe
or ethnicity and bring in an
overall plan of including
80% rescrvatons for all the
three Scheducd Tribes and
exclusively fir residents of
the state. As it is wc have
seen that for every vacancy
we find reservations under
ST for Khasi. Garo and
Jaintia. Whenthe three tribes
have already been recog-
nized as ST, why should
the ST tag be on. while in
other states the ST status
is based on one uniform
reservation irrespective of
the applicant's sub-tribe as
long as he or she is a tribal
and a permanent resident of
that state,

Reservation has been al-
lowed to be misused by af-
fluent sections of the State.
Ifa tribal cat afford to at-
tend highly paid coaching
classes or afford expensive
education thai person should

is A mob vio-
lence of such proportion
with ahuge security presence
would not take more than 48
hours to quell. However, it
continues for a month now
and there is no end in sight.

While many blamed the
state government's attitude
and approach towards the
continuing violence, the
scarier one is the looting of
arms and ammunitions by
Arambai Tenggol and Meitei
Lecpun from various police
stations and Manipur Police
Training Academy (MPTA)

be deterred from taking the
reservation quota and instead
compete with others in the
general category. Let the
deserving and underprivi-
leged sections o fsociety who
cannotafford expensive edu-
cation and coaching be the
recipients of that quota. In
fact. 1feel that reservations
in this century have taken us
backwards. As a result we
are neither progressive nor
competent in our thought
processes.
Yours etc..
Dominie Stadlin Wankhar.
Via email

Even a train
tragedy
blamed on
Muslims
Kditor,
This is with rcfcrence

to the news item captioncd
"BJP supporter held for

at Pangei. The Indian Ex-
press reportedly mentioned
that over 1000 assault rifles
with over 10.000 rounds arc
being looted during the first
few days o fthe violcnce. One
interesting and yet alarming
case is that there is almost
no resistance from security
forces manning the stations.
All appears to be handed
over willingly. After about
two weeks. The Sentinel
reported that some amis are
recovered whereas hundreds
are still missing. This has
posed a huge security chal-
lenge in controlling further
violence against the minority
Kukis.

Chief minister N Bircn
singh called a second press
confcrence on May 28, 13
days after his first. How-
ever, this time he no longer
called for pcacc but an “all
out war against Kuki ter-
rorists.” Singh blames the
Kuki militants squarely tor
the continuing violence in
the state and instructed ail
security forces to cooperate
in the fight against what
he called 'Kuki terrorists"
In the press conference he
is said to have shown the
pictures of arrested Kuki
village volunteers with single
barrel licence guns but with
the caption "with AK 47 and
M 16" Earlier, as reported
by the Hindustan Times
Singh himself made it clear
thatweapons of Kuki under-
grounds are intact. Till date
there is little evidence to sug-
gestthe involvementof Kuki
militants under Suspension
of Operations (S00). KNO
spokesperson Dr Seilcn Ha-
okip denies Singh’s accusa-
tions of his cadre’s involve-
ment but opines that it might
be the militants not under the
S00. Well, when the state po-
lice force meantto protect its
citizens went to the extent of
attacking one in connivance
with the other volunteers,
what limits Kuki militants
not under SoO to carry out
retaliatory strikes, is the
question of the masses.

If N Bircn Singh repre-
sents the collective masses,
why does he selectively
maintain a hostile attitude
towards the Kukis? Why
is he silent on extremist
organisation such as the
Arambai Tenggol and Meitei
Lcepun? Why is he silent on
daylight arms loot in Im-
phal? Why is he silent when
there arc evidences that the
policc force led the mobs in
torching and killings? His
complete apathy towards the
sufferings ofthe Kukis is be-
yond one’s comprehension.
The whole violence appears
premeditated and narratives
against Kukis seem to act
as a catalyst in the mobilisa-
tion of violent mobs. This is
the reason why the 10 Kuki
MLAs, Kuki civil societies
and its armed organisations
knocked on the doors of the
centre for Separate Adminis-
tration. Itis time they have a
chiefministerwho represents
them and a police force that
protects its citizens.

(The writer teaches Jour-
naiism at Koval Global Uni-
versity. Guwahati. He can be
reached at: Uenchongtoi%
gnutil.com)

spreading fake news in TN
" (ST Dated June 9. 2023).
If we thought that the worst
train tragedy possibly since
Independence would unite us
all as Indians in a moment
of stunned grief, wc have to
think again. The hate ecosys-
tem on social media by right
wing hoodlums found even
thisan occasion to spin hate
talcs and spew venom and
they arc having a field day.
Their success, over the past
nine years, is owed in part to
their adept poisoning of the
public discourse. Politicians,
indoctrinated media outlets
and squadrons of social me-
dia trolls, lie. and demonise
Muslims all day long

Yours etc.,

M Hagquc,

New Delhi

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

Political situation turns dicev for BJP
leadership in Maharashtra

Mistrust between Shinde

and Fadnavis growing to

the detriment of alliance
By Sushil Kutty

If after 9 years of BJP
domination. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is looking
his most vulnerable and
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
is being called out for “rail-
ing against citizens lie calls
Aurangzcb ki Aulad”, then
Fadnavis nust have a reason
and the people gunning for
Fadnavis either aren’ton the
ball or have their own biases
tonot loot at political devel-
opments dispassionately.

Ilow isitthat folks missed
completely the note of des-
peration ii Fadnavis’s dear-
ly discernible dog-whislle?
Is Fadnavis not entitled to
an odd compulsion? Post
the Karmtaka election loss

and what it implies to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  BJP leadersarc un-
der pressure. They have been
settargetsofLok Sabha scats
in their respective states,
which they have to deliver
and which entails a deliber-
ate course- correction.

Nobody in the BJP has the
quts to read out the riot act
to those responsible for the
Karnataka dcbaelc  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
and/or th: other two party
heavyweights. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
President JP Nadda. The
laticr’s arrogant "Bhagwa
is not BJP" had come back
to bite the party in the rear!
Not even Modi’s 'Mai Ba-
jrang Bali" helped the BJP
in Karnataka.

The biggest problem:
Nobody “Adill dare bell the
cat if the feline happens to
be Prime Minister? Who
in the BJP has the mojo to
gently nudge and tell Modi
his “Pasnianda outrcach”
was the biggest flop show
put up bya BJP politician in
decades? What and where
does that cave party leaders
like Deptly Chief Minister

with RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat playing along with
“sabka DNA ckhai" to match
Modi's "sabka saath. sabka
vikas”. the disappointment
of the average Hindutva
voter couldn't have been
more stark; especially when
“sabkavishwas" and "sab-
Kaprayas” were added.

Hardcore BJP voters are
asking “whose prayas” was
Modialluding to, and “whose
vishwas" was he banking
on? Narendra Modi's "vish-
waguru"ambitions no longer
cut icc with the average
Hindutva voter. There arc
the hardcore “Modi bhakis"
who are blind followers, but
even these people are peeling
away. If TINA is a factor,
there's also the NOTA!

The long and short of it
is. BJP leaders such as Dc-
vendra Fadnavis and Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan have
to "dog-whistle and do
more”. Earlier, after Madhya
Pradesh Home Minister Dr.
N'arottam .Vlishra threatened
to ban the Shahrukh Khan
film ‘Pathan’. the BJP top
brass said "leave Bollywood

and Muslims alone™.

Today, the Shivraj Singh
Chouhan government has
suddenly discovered a gov-
cmment-aided school “im-
posing the hijab” on Hindu
students and “converting
Hindu teachers with love
jihad". The school has been
shut down for good, but
the general Hindutva reac-
tion is, "things will be back
to square one" if the BJP
returns to power in the as-
sembly elections later this
year.

Nobody, not even the BJP
cadre, tnists Modi & Co to
keep their word. Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Dcvcendra Fadnavishasa tar-
gettodeliverand lie is “prac-
tical”. Forget the niceties and

“Devendra Fadnaviss dog-whistle
was his compulsion. For him.
notreacting to the social media posts
attiieroot o fthe Kolhapur trouble was
notanoption. Especially, when the Hindutva
vote-bank believed the Modi government is
bending over backwards lo "satisfy the
necessities o f(heundesemng Pasnianda’ The
coursc convction was on Fadnaviss head. ”

Devcndra Fadnavis when
given th; task to ensure
Modi gets a third shot at the
Prime Minister's post?

Devendra Fadnavis's dog-
whistlc was his compulsion.
For him, not reacting to the
social media posts at the root
of the Ko hapur trouble was
not an option. Especially,
when the Hindutva vote-
bank believed the Modi
government is bending over
backwards to “satisfy the
necessities of the undeserv-
ing Pasmuida”. The course
correctionwas on Fadnavis’s
head.

Therefore, the “blatantly
prejudice:!" "Aurangzch ki
Auladen’ comment. In the
current chum in Maharashtra
politics, the BJP even
with the government its own

feelsunder the weather. In
astate like Maharashtra, with
ametropolis like Mumbai to
flaunt, economic and devel-
opment parameters matter,
but the 8JP cannot take
on the Malia Vikas Aghadi
without its Hindutva calling
card, which was its winning
card in 2014  and in 2019,
along will Balakotc.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah misread the mood
oftheir own votc-bank. And

the "promise ofold" seen in
him. nothing is outrageous
when it conics to ensuring a
third term for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Itis impossible that sonic
of the ruthlessness of Modi
and Shah could not have
rubbed off on Fadnavis.
Calling Fadnavis blatantly
prejudiced and lacking in
"Sagacity and restraint” is
water off a duck's back
Dcvendra Fadnavis  if he
wasever sidelined, which he
wasnot isdoing thatwhat
he has been told to  lay
the ground and prepare the
state party apparatus for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections in
pursuit o f the noblest errand
ofhiscarccr- return Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
arecord third term in oflicc,
the same errand which has
been given to all BJP leaders
in positions of power across
India, whether it is K Anna-
malai in Tamil Nadu, or his
Keralacounterpart K Surcn-
dran, BJP leaders north and
south eastand west are
all focused on the 2024 gen-
eral elections. To the Sangh
Parivar, TINA’ to Prime
Minister Natetidra Modi and
therefore. Fadnavis is going
after’Aurangzeb ki Auladcn’,
(IPA Service)
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“Competition brings out the best in products

and the worst in people.”

David Sarnoff
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Tricolour travails

WITH a stunning doctoral victory in Karnataka,
India’s princ pal opposition party has regained
some confidence and yet there arc miles to go
before it can hope to retake power from BJP, the
saffron giani What’s certain as of now is that
the rest of the Opposition bandwagon compris-
ing regional parties can no more dismiss the
Congress lightly or pin the tag of irrelevance
on it as they tended to do in the recent past.
The assembly elections in Rajasthan. Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are cmcial for the
grand old party. These will set the trend for the
general elections 2024. This is time for the tri-
colour party to play ils cards well and reclaim
its relevance as a national party.

The Congress Working Committee is set to
be reconstituted with new faces. Those among
the old guard have their relevance but the party
should be able to catch the fancy ofthe new gen-
eration by supplementing its leadership structure
with new blood over and above the youthful
faces of Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Vadra.
Significantly Priyanka as general secretary of
the party stared her rounds ofthe assembly poll
campaigns with a foray in Madhya Pradesh.
She might lead the party campaign for the 2024
parliament palls in case Rahul Gandhi is con-
strained by court orders to remain out of such
activities, letve alone contesting the elections.
Her stewardship of the Uttar Pradesh elections
in the past did not help the Congress reinvent
itselfin a state that sends the largest number of
MPs. state-wise, to the Lok Sabha. The Vadra
baggage perhaps hangs heavy on her. But, the
people arc the ultimate authority to decidc who
their leader should be; not the media.

There arc many imponderables for the Con-
gress in the nin-up to the polls. The Rajasthan
scenario remains fluid as Sachin Pilot upped
the ante and threatened to form a new party.
He’s still in a mood for bargain, and less keen
on fomiing another parly for the reason Ihal
he knows his limitations. The BJP is not here
to offer him the CM’s post cither. The party's
problem wculd be more on another front,
namely to try and position itselfat the head of
an anti-BJP coalition comprising the regional
parties too. A ‘deadwood’ like Nitish Kumar is
attempting to act as the fulcrum around which
such a coalition should shape up; in the hope
Ihat he could fish in troubled waters and be the
next PM. West Bengal’s Mamata Bancrjee has
in her the potential to upstage the Bihari Babu
if such an eventuality arises. Ultimately, it all
depends on how many seats the Congress can
get in the parliament polls.

I-ctters to the Editor

Rise in theft
cases in city

Editor.

I 'am writing to you lo
inform you about the rise
of theft eases in Shillong
On the morning of Satur-
day June 10. 2023. between
5-'5.45 AM a thief had en-
tered a house at Upper New
Colony. Shillong ( footage
available on CCTV). The
thief ransacked the house
and got away with a few
items from the house, (FIR
lias been filed). Amazingly,
he also came the following
day and the day after to the
same property. Wc managed
to nab the thiefon the third
day and handed him over to
the police

What is shocking about
this incident is the audac-
ity of the thiefto revisit the
crime scene repeatedly. How
is this possible? And how
canacity like Shillong be so
unsafe? Despite the fact Ihat
many robberiesac occurring
in the city, the police have
not sent any patrolling team
to the affccted ocalitics. A
simple patrol team in the
locality would lave created
eonfidencc in tic residents.
Patrolling between 12 am
to 6 am would be very help-
ful and make the residents
foci much saferand we can
all sleep without having to
worry about who is going to
break into our houses .

Yours etc.,
D.Basaiawmoit.
Via email

Government
should
implement the
plastic ban

Editor

Only last week all the
countries of the world cel-
ebrated World Environment
Day. In Meghalaya it was
observed with great enthusi-
asm and pledges were made
by all who celebrated this
auspicious day. But what is
the net result so farafter now
that 10 days have passed.
Hie use of plastics (single
use bags) and water bottles
carries on as usual and no
action by the administration
is forthcoming. 'Hie Hon'ble
Chief Minister said that the
ban on plastics will be taken
up in letter and spirit and
the source of supply will be
closcd. Butthis s vet to take
cftccl as the use of plastics
iis cariying on unabated. We
arc grateful to the Operation
Clcan-up team along with
other groups Ihat arc con-
sistently cleaning up rivers.
Their efforts arc praisewor-
thy. But those residing on
the banks are polluting the
river by directly discharging
their “optic tanks and all the
garbage into the river. Even

No illusionary expectation
from the Reservation Review

Alleyesare on the search
committee to declare the
expert committee on Res-
ervation Policy review. It
is wiser, perhaps, to be cir-
cumspect rather than be
cuphoric.

The decision to re-look at
the 52 yearold Office Memo-
randum was primarily taken
due to the indefinite hunger
strike by Ardent Miller Basa-
iawmoit, the VPP president.
The VPP’s demand is based
solely on disproportionate
allocation of jobs to the
Khasi (including Jaintia)
community. Sections of the
public, pressure groups and
political parties too support
this position. To them  the
40-40 distribution for the
Khasis and Garos is unfair
since the Khasis arc a big-
ger group. Hence the VPP
wants a higher share for the
Khasis. To expect the expert
committee to make recom-
mendation in this direction
would be a shock. Politi-
cal parties, pressure groups
and civil socicty in Garo
Hills will reject it outright.
Nothing less than status quo
would be acceptable. The
argument put forward is that,
‘even today Garos have not
been able to maximise their
quota of 40%". Their right-
ful share has been taken by
Khasi Hills, by default. It
is estimated lhat the Garos
have been able to avail of
only about 30% of the jobs
due to them. If their quota is
further reduced to less than
+10%then their representation
in the government services
will also be diminished ac-
cordingly. The Garo Gradu-
ate Union (GGU) has already
shot off a letter to chief
minister strongly opposing
the review of the reservation
policy. The review itself
could even be a non-starter.

Now coming lo another
point. Paul Lyngdoh's out-
burst against taxi drivers
and calling them Class 7/8/9
pass is highly objectionable
Everyone has the right to
protest. Even the 7/8/9 pass
have a voice. Ifthe minister
says Ihat only university
graduates can’ lecture then
the MLAsand ministers with
class 9/10/12 ccrtificatcs
should resign. There arc
some in ihe UDP too. During
elections their vigorous cam -
paigns arc heard by univer-
sity alumni. Their speech in
the Assembly is for die whole
slate, including those more
qualified than them. They
take decisions on behalf of
the educated as well. Now.
the Social Welfare minister
even contemplates legal ac-
- oo

By Albert Thyrniang

‘woke him jp’ from his
slumber with the beating of
tins cannot ucccssarily be
restrained from their right
to protest. A point is being
made and an illusion cre-
ated in the public mind that
what is preventing youths
from getting government
jobs is the ctrrent reserva-
tion policy. If changed, the
policy will provide employ-
ment to their children and
the future generations as
well. A frenzy was created
on this pretext. Volunteers
of a pressure group went
to MLASs in Khasi-Jaintia
Hills to force them to speak
favourably on this matter of
‘life and dcatiB ut will any
reservation policy take care
f

ing political appointments
are its founding ideology. Till
date the VPP has remained
silent on corruption and said
nothing on the excessive
political appointments.
Instead of listing those
who fall under the reserva-
tion umbrella let us name
those who should be ex-
cluded. First, the creamy
layer - the socially, eco-
nomically and educationally
highly advanced members of
a backward class! Through
various judgements the Su-
preme Court holds that the
reservation benefits should
not be extended to these
affluent individuals. ST in-
dividuals belonging to the
‘creamy layer"are not eligible

. jobless-
ness and job scarcity? Even
if the quota is ‘improved’by
10%only a small percentage
of people will benefit. The
VPP is fooling the ordinary
people by making it a *Jait-
bynriew” presiige issue. The
people at large will not profit
a great deal from the review.
Realistically i will not make
much of a difference to the
wJaitbynricw.” The gullible
masses arc jiven a false
hope.

There isa suggestion that
in the new reservation pol-
icy the socioeconomically
weak and backward sections
should be given priority.
This is. in fact, the core of
reservation. But this finds
few takers. The proposal is
shot down arguing that the
Supreme Coirt gives guide
linesonly for general ST/SC/
OBC reservations. It is also
reasoned lhat it is difficult
to determine the socio-cco-
nomically weaker sections
in Meghalaya. Hence the
idea ofAL tick that families
who have remained poor for
ages will not be considered
for reservation.

ITic hype on the reserva-
tion review i; thus unwar-
ranted. It could turn out to
be a damp sc,uib. Only the
privileged fev will continue
to enjoy reservation. Fa-
voritism and nepotism will
remain. People o f Nongsloin
told this writer that in the
last five ycar> there was no
advertiscmem for jobs. Yet
many relatives and friends
of the former MLA were
appointed in different depart-
ments. Whatever form the
new reserv ation policy takes
shape, the large sections of
Mcghalayans will still have
to fend for themselves. The
meritorious will continue to
be di

nalists who

question the government's

clean chit to itself on the
*ricc scam.”

However, the former KSU

president has a point. His

opposition to the those who

people from other areas find
it convenient to throw their
garbage in the nearby rivers.
There has to be some strin-
gent measures to be taken up
by the Government such as
imposing heavy fines on (he
persons who commit these
polluting acts.

N>%v the Wuild Bank
is granting funds to the
KHADC for undertaking
riverclean up and also to ad-
dress otherareas o fconcern.
But it will be an exercise in
futility as previously quite
a good amount was given
by the Government lo the
KHADC for the same pur-
pose but no concrete results
have been noted and the
money was a sheer waste.
Letus sec how the grant ofa
substantial amount which is
being allotted by the World
Bank is going to be used.
Apart from being account-
able for the funds the District
Councils will also have to
show positive results this
time.

We understand that the
Government is burdened
with a lot of projects which
require attention according
to priorities and pollution
control is something that
needs immediate action and
redressal. In the pasta num-
ber of articles and letters
have been written on this
issue and they haveappeared
in the local dailies. I don't
Kknow how much weight this
letter of mine will carry but

. Placing an il-
lusionary hope on the review
o fthe policy will only lead to
disillusionment. The VPPisa
political party Likcothers.it
also promises he impossible
Fighting corruption and end-

1write as a concerned citizen

and with the hope that it will
be taken seriously.

Yours etc..

S.L. Singhania.

Via email

Poor garbage
management
system

Editor.

This is witfi respect to the
garbage management and
collcction in the city. The
garbage collcction trucks
reach the localities to collect
garbageat 11am - 12 pm dur-
ing the day rather than in the
early niominj hours.

People have to adjust
theirdaily routines ina man-
ner where they have to spend
several hours to dispose of
their garbage, as the collec-
tor; in the tracks take their
own sweet time to collect
each bag and sort the gar-
bage in each bag before they
collect the next. As a result
there arc longqucucsall over
the main road, thereby dis-
playing a patunic picture to
tourists and Members o f the
public passing by, just how
carelessly the government
handles the entire garbage
management system.

Garbage sorting has to be
carried out in the composting
plantaftercollcction. Small-
er vchicles such as autos
can be sent D each locality

for The review
committee should identify
this creamy layer in Megha-
laya. They may be barred
from reservation. It is this
group that has reaped much
of the fruits of reservation
They prevent those who re-
ally need reservation tocome
up in life. Salcng Sangma
bats for non-inclusion of
these ‘uplifted’ families so
Ihat others get a better op-
portunity to come up. Po-
litical families should also be
barred. Ifwc look at families
of MPs/M LAs/MDCs and
former MPS MLAs MDCs
we find that their spouse and
children arc governmentem -
ployees. They perpetuate this
privilege for generations.

Additionally, families
whose annual income ex-
ceeds Rs 8 lakhs arc recom-
mended to be exempted from
reservation. In Meghalaya
there are families galore with
this level o fincome and also
many crorcpati families that
continue to avail reserva-
tion. Is this fair and just?
Why should they be treated
equally with those who can’t
afford a square meal a day?
Next arc families who own
at least 5 acres: families who
have a house of 1000 square
feetand more; families with
100 square yard* of resi-
dential plot etc.. no longer
belong to the ‘Economically
Backward section"and hence
cannot claim for reservation
in certain areas. Of course
ihe centre has approached the
court not to apply the creamy
layer concept to the ST/SC
category. However, should
thejob review committcc not
look at this aspect? Merely
assigning quotas based on
the population ofmainly the
two major tribes, the Khasis
and Garos. without identi-
fying who really deserves
reservation is a cosmetic
exercise. Even allotting 80%
for the dominant groups will
be putting old wine in new
wineskin as the truly deserv-
ing will not benefit.

to collect gaibagc and the
autos can take the garbage
to the nearestallocated truck
in the area while the trucks
take the waste to the compost
plant rather than people car-
rying all the garbage from a
particular area and standing
in the main road behind the
Uucks as if the city is mjiiic
sort ofrefugee camp

Hie irony is that many
people pass through such
queuesand they include gov-
ernmentoflicialsand depart-
ment heads and yet they fail
to noticc how garbage col-
Icction is managed in other
states and so fix the problem
here. But they just remain
incompetent and don't care
about managing anything in
their own state.

Hence cvciy small prob-
lem in the state ends up as a
huge problem later because
there is no 5- year or 10-year
plan taking into account the
population increase. The
whole purpose of planning
is to anticipate problems
before they occurand have a
plan on how to manage that
problem. But here the public
have to waste their time only
because o fthe ignorance and
carelessness of ihc govern-
ment. No wonder the State
of Meghalaya is not pro-
gressing as it should and its
economic growth is sluggish
1 would suggest that the gov-
ernment should first try to
solve thecity’s tiny problems
such as garbage managc-

We may like lo cling on
to reservation; wc may be
shameless for doing 5o even
after50 yearso fstatehood in
a tribal dominated state, but
a world without reservation
will come. It may be through
legislation or judicial inter-
vention. but sooner or later
the world of equal competi-
tion will make its advent.
Manipur is heading towards
this direction. Vote bank poli-
tics or majoritarian policies
that appease the Meitci com-
munity may well be the latest
advanced group to be added
in the ST list thus effec-
tively rendering the ST quota
meaningless. In Meghalaya
the TMC legislator from
Rajabala. Mizanur Rahman
Kazi has already demanded
for 50% reservation for the
unreserv ed category, which
is equal to turning the state
quota-less. His statement is
ridiculous, but is a warning
for the eventuality.

But ihe government is not
preparing The youths to facc
the challenge. Our educa-
tion has failed. Il has not
produced an IAS in a long
time. Meghalaya is infamous
again. The record o fthe high-
est percentage of secondary
school dropouts in 2021-22 is
ours. At217% we are almost
double the national average
of 12.6%. Everyone knows
the pathetic results in Garo
Hills but no one dares lo bell
thecal. The failures are from
government schools, deficit,
ad hoc schools and RMSA
schools runs by commit-
tees that are soft targets for
political interference. Pitiful
infrastructure, teachers’ ir-
regularity and absenteeism,
absence of supervision and
monitoring of these schools
are the norms. There is no
accountability, The only per-
forming schools arc the ‘mis-
sionary” and private schools
When something goes wrong
in Pine Mount School in
Shillong, protests arc held
and immediate action taken
but not in mral schools even
after 50 years.

Way back in 2015 when
a top MBOSn official jibed
at ‘lazy’ students for the
then dismal results in Garo
Hills, this author pointed to
the prolonged and excessive
religious festivals, namely.
Christmas, new year and the
various types of 'sobhas’as
one of the reasons for the
annual gloomy results. Stu-
dents arc distracted by these
*unending’ festivities. Reli-
gion is preventing students
from excelling in studies.
Off record, some pastors,
priests and nuns reached out
to me agreeing with my as-
sessment. But no one dares
to change the system.

In fine, the Reservation
Policy is a political tool.
This is clearly evident to the
discerning

mentand traffic management
by putting their privileged
employees to actually work
and take responsibility and
to ensure that they show
outcomes for the salary they
take home every month
Government employees and
public representatives should
be competent persons. They
cannot reach the offices at
11 am. gossip all day and
move insignificant files just
to show they have done
something.

The government should
send outa strong message to
all itsemployees, that if they
don't produce outcomes and
arc not resourceful handling
their work they should be
terminated and other more
deserving people must be
given the opportunity for
public service, otherwise if
Government is filled with
ignorant and careless peo-
ple then in the next 10-15
years our children and the
grandchildren will suffer on
account of the state being a
laggard because their ances-
tors did not do their bit or
give their best.

Yoursetc.,
Nithin R Krishnan.
Via email
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Rape. Anger,
and Restraint..!

As | heard with horror
about theiipcand strangling
ofan eighteen- year old girl
in a hostel in South Bombay.
I thought about the word,
‘restraint’. Ihc watchman
who allegedly committed
the dastardly crime, then
went to the railway line that
ran behind the hostel and
committed suicide. Why
had he not run away? Why
did he kill limsclf.” It seems
obvious that after the act, he
must have understood the
enormity cf his crime, that
what he had done was obvi-
ously an impulsive act. and
sadly, two young lives were
lost when restraint could
have been he savior!

It seems, that during his
watchman duties he had been
noticing_ tlic young girl for
many months, made small
advances to her. which were
rebuffed, while lusting for
her. According to others in
the hostel, they’d noticed he
quite often harassed her in
different attention seeking
ways. Now. when you look
at that, you will realize that
many o fus, whether manricd
or unmarried do seek the at-
tention o ftic opposite sex. |
know o firony YouTube vid-
eos which tell girls how to
gain the attention o fa young
man who they arc attracted
lo, and likewise such videos
arc available for young men
too. Bui restraint is needed
when older men or women,
married and who do not need
to try and attract the opposite
sex, also try their hand at
such clever tricks.

I 'hc watchman, who was
married and had young chil-

agree, it’s not easy. No, it
isn’t. However, remember
the Bullet, and you'll find it
highly rewarding!

But along comcs another
thought, and that is that just
keeping ourselves under
check can also be the death
ofus. as in suppressing our-
selves from talking back
to our superiors when they
are wrong or other such
situations, can build simmer-
ing anger inside, that could
finally manifest in a heart
attack and death

How do wc then deploy
“restraint’?

1believe two factors come
into play, understanding our-
selves. and understanding
others!

Suppose wc admit to our-
selves wc have a tendency
of acting spontaneously
We can go back in our own
history of relationships and
find we have wrecked good
friendships and partner-
ships, by letting loose either
our tongue or fists. "W arc
made like that!” we say later,
defiantly, even as the world
either starts isolating us. or
leaving usalone or considers
usimmature. Even as boxers
Icam patience and wrestlers
know to give in lo a grip,
and relax their muscles so
Ihat they can then exercise a
better hold, wc need to learn
tocurb that impulsive partof
ourselves towards achieving
a greater gain, cither in the
form ofa continued friend-
ship. or in being able to bring
wisdom into a situation.

'A soft answer turneth
away wrath’, say the wise
scriptures. In doing so wc
give ourselves time to un-
derstand il other person. |

BOB’S BANTER

Loty

dren, had he showed restraint
on his lust would have still
been ihc family provider,
which with his suicide, he
is no more. Not just losing
his own life, but losing Ihc
future of hr<two young chil-
dren and a widowed wife!

For many years as hon-
orary secretary of a prison
ministry, wewere given per-
mission b> the government
to visit prisons all over the
state and ccunsc thosejailed
inside. Quite often, tough
looking men and women
would bunt into tears and
conlinue weeping as they
regretted some crime they
committed on impulse. “If
only..." they would whisper
and weep.

"If only we had showed
restraint!”

Everydiy, we facc choic-
es. of cither giving in to
our impubes or exercising
restraint. The dictionary
meaning of ‘restraint’ is
'keep undercontrol orwithin
limits®

1 loved motorbikes and
one bike | loved to ride, was
the Royal Enfield Bullet. Il
was once die bike with the
ntosi powerful engine on ihe
road, but the time it looked
dignified and elegant was not
when it was rushing around
ata hundred miles per hour,
but when it was cruising at
around fifty or so.

There it something ma-
jestic about power being
restrained

The whole world looking
at the bike, knew it could
spring into action and give
the others a ride for their
money, but watching the
rider restraining the beast
wasadiftctent kind o fpower
in action

The same should happen
in our ever/day actions. Not
just in cases of lust, not just
in anger or jealousy, but in
managing i»uc> which take
place at every moment. |

see you looking at me with
a puzzled expression, won-
dering how understanding
comcs into the picture, when
all you want lo do. is to let fly
a couple of punches or give
backa stinging reply. Indulge
me as my mind turns to the
one vivid picturc | have ofa
Man on the cross, writhing
inagony, and turning to God
and murmuring, “Father,
forgive them, for they know
not what the)1do!"

As the spear and whip
came crashing down on
Him, He who could have
unleashed ten thousand an-
gels. but restrained Himself
through understanding that
those who were crucifying
Him. did not understand
the reason why they were
doing so.

Use these two methods of
‘understanding’, one under-
standing ourselves and the
other of understanding our
adversaries and then even as
we read in horror about the
rape and death of a young
teen, even as wc hcarofother
brutal killings, or read of
female wrestlers who were
touched and molested by
men who couldn't stop their
lustful feelings, realise that
even we need to use restraint
many times in a day, both at
home and outside!

Can you hear the thud,
thud, thud of the mighty
Bullet, cruising down the
road? That should remind
you of ourselves, men and
women who have passion,
vigour and strength, but
decide instead to cruisc. and
restrain that power, and in
sodoing, reveal real muscle,
the muscle and power of
restraint...

The Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details send a thumbs-
up to him on WhatsApp
95402S72XX3.

bobsbantcr@gmail.com
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*Life without liberty is like
a body without spirit.”

Khalil Gibran
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Public Accounts Committee

(PAC) underrated
CONGRESS MLA Salcng Sangma has rued lhe
apathetic altitude of the bureaucracy manning dif-
ferent departments in responding to queries on rev-
enue leakages. The primary function of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) is to scrutinise the audit
report o fthe Comptroller and Auditor General after it
has been laid before the legislature. After diligently
going through the adverse audit comments ihe PAC
calls forexplanation from the relevant departments;
compiles its repart and presents it before the Assem-
bly. The PAC is therefore an important body under
the legislature because it acts as (he watchdog ofthe
public purse by examining in detail tlte audit report
and the financial anomalies pointed out in the report.

The PAC also scruti

es the appropriation accounts

to verify if the funds were legally available and
which competent authority sanctioned its use and if
the rules ami laid down procedures were followed.

As a body holding the Government toaccount tor
its use of public money, the PAC also keeps a tab on
project execution and whether those are completed
on schedule. Ifnot, the PAC has to ask the executing
authority as to why and how there were time and
cost overruns. What has been regularly pointed out
by the CAG in Meghalaya is the non-submission
of utilisation certificates after the amount allocated
for a particular programme or project has been put
to use. A readirg of the annual CAG reports point
to the repeated non-compliance of departments to
rules governing the use of public funds and lack
of accountability of the departments concerned,
especially short-realisation or non-realisation of
taxes from various entities such as mineral export-
ers. excise taxes from liquor companies and bonded

warehouses etc.

The PAC also examines public expenditure not
only from the le"aland formal perspectives todctcct
technical irregularities but also from the point of

view of the economy, prudent dep!

In a hyper-partisan age
where opinion is often
shaped by WhatsApp for-
wards, India's protesting
wrestlers have discovered
just how fickle public adula-
tion can be. Those who feted
our medal winning wrestlers,
celebrated their life story
on celluloid, rushed to take
photo ops with them, have
now’choscn to distance them-
selves from their unprec-
edented agitation. Lauded
as heroes, the same cham-
pion wrestlers are now being
damned as part ofa political
‘toolkit* gang, accused of
theatrics when they threaten
to throw their precious med-
als into the Ganga, even
targeted as “anti national* by
government cheerleaders
Instead o f being appreciated
for raising public conscious-
ness on the troubling issue of
sexual harassment by men in
power, they arc being asked
to provide ‘proof" of their
allegations first. Suddenly,
the victims have become the
accused while the alleged
perpetrator gets away all too
lightly.

That the street protests
would get tangled in coars-
ened politics was almost
inevitable the longer they
dragged on. That the Delhi
policc would never allow
the protestors to march to
the new parliament building
inauguration wasalso only to
be expected. Ironically, the
same policc which insensi-
tively dragged the wrestlers
away as if they were a rioting
mob had prevaricated for
months before finally be-
ing pushed by the Supreme
Court to file a First Informa-
tion Report on the wrestlers
complaint. Indeed, the ca-
cophonous political debate
must not be allowed to mask
the si of what has

yment of funds,

judicious maintenance of accounts, essentially to
detect wasteful expenditure, loss, corruption, ex-
travagance, inefficiency and petty expenses. In the
past the PAC has perhaps not exercised its authority
as it should and hence never captured the public
imagination. Ifitdid play its assigned role then the
revenue leakage would have been plugged in due
time. The corruption cases that have assailed the
MDA-01Government and previous governments too
would have been detected at the preliminary stages
and nipped in the bud. When those in Government
know that a Committee mandated by the Legisla-
ture to keep a check on the public purse is actually
performing its duty diligently they will think many
times before lowering their guard to allow corruption
and malfeasance to cany on unchecked.

St Edmund’s
no longer
‘Facta non

Verba’

Editor.

®Facta non verba” trans-
lates into deeds, not words.
Deeds refer to a conscious
and moral decision that is
legally binding. But after my
recent experience with St.
Edmund's school. | would
suggest a new motto "verba
non facta” or "woris but not
deeds". Let me elaborate on
why I have arrived at this de-
cision. In 2022, 1had applied
formy son’s admission with
St. Edmund’s School for
class 4 forthe acaccniic ses-
sion 2023-2024 or a simple
fomi and submitted the same
with no supporting docu-
ments for furtherscrutiny for
those were not asked for.

As a parent | kept my fin-
gers crossed hoping that the
best applicant gets selected
via a just and fair process
But contrary to the principle
of fairness and justice for
which St. Edmund'’s School
is known for, 1received a call
ataround mid-day to infonn
me that my son would have
to attend an interview at the
school premises a day later.
I was elated because my
son has a strong foundation
having studied ina Central
Government School. | imme-
diately arranged fee teachers
to coach and prepare him for
the interview and was hope-
ful that he woulc succeed
in the interview and would
have be able to study in his

father's alma mater a fact
that my husband is very
proud of. In fact he credits
hissuccess to hisalma mater
which has inculcated in him
the best value system.

But an hour later | re-
ceived a call from the same
staffofSt. Edmund's School
apologizing that there was
a miscommunication and
the admission was actually
open only for Class 3 and
not class 4. (Call records
available). Needless to say,
we were deeply pained but
silently accepted that it was
an honest mistake on the
partof the school. Our hopes
were shattered, our spirits
dented. As an ex-student
my husband was particularly
upset. | am not saying that
it is the birthright of every
ex-Edmunditin’s kinto auto-
matically get admission. All
Iam asking for is a fair and
just system where students
cancompeteand be admitted
based on merit.

A few months later when
the school reopened. I learnt
that the son of a prominent
political leaderofa regional
party who is also a cabi-
net minister was admitted
in class 4 of St. Edmunds
school in the academic year
2023-2024. the very year
we had sought admission
for our son. 1 was appalled,
furious but also devastated
that whatever my husband
had believed in was a sham.
This was a nefarious, ma-
nipulative and corrupt act
on the pan of the institution.
In doing this the school had
compromised some of the
most intrinsic value systems
for which it is rcspected and

transpired over the last few

months: to quote India's

first Olympic individual gold

medallist, Abhinav Bindra,

‘every athlete deservesa safe
npuw img ¢

ment.

I recall being at Jantar
Mantar in January when
the protest first began. In
a sporting milieu, where
our athletes, unless they are
elite cricketcrs. can scarcely
raise their voice, the cour-
age shown by the Olympian
wrestlers was striking. ‘Why
did it take you so long to
speak out against sexual
harassment," Lasked a tear-
ful Vinesh Phogat, a world
champion who has bccome
a face of the protest. Her

honoured for dccadcs.

The perception creatcd
of the present Principal as
a strong, disciplined, goal-
oricnted, go- getter and a
man with a vision to restore
St. Edmund's to its glorious
days is a sham. This was the
school where a teacher was
applauded by none less than
super star Shah Rukh Khan
for training him to become
a good actor because of that
very teacher's guidance dur-
ing hisdays at St. Columbus.
Thatevent was broadcast on
national television! Such is
the legacy of the tcachcrs
of St Edmunds. 1 strongly
believe that this could only
happen because the school
attracted the best teachers
through a fair and just pro-
cess because during those
days everything was trans-
parent. Unfortunately the
school has come down to a
level beyond my comprehen-
sion. Its actions are beyond
any moral justification. The
Principal should take moral
responsibility and conduct a
thorough inquiry to find out
who is responsible for this
misdemeanour. Strict ac-
tion should be against those
involved in this scam. My
last wish is that those who
had applied for class 4 for
the year 2023-2024 should
please conic up and speak
on the matter if they faced a
similar predicament. |would
also requestall the alumni to
come together to protect the
Institution that has groomed
them to be. “Leaders In Ev-
ery Field."

Nepotism and favourit-
ism is not cxpect3ed from a
Christian school. It is time

Dilemma of
women wrestlers

By Rajdeep Sardesai

answer was sobering: “Do
you know how tough this has
been forus? If wc had spoken
of sexual harassment, our
parents would have stopped
our training and got us mar-
ried off straight away. Truth
is. we were scared bccausc
our careers would have been
finished.”

Which is why our wres-
tlers need to be applauded
and not dctronized. The

likes of the Phogat sisters
and Sakshi Malik, an Olym-
pic bronze medalist, arc
not just any :>ther athlete:
they are path-breaking sport-
ing revolutionaries whose
impact goes well beyond
just their akharas. These are
trail-blazing women who re-
defined a spor. that was seen
as an exclusive male bastion.
A woman in the wrestling
ring was not just breaking a
stereotype butalso challeng-
ing centuries of prejudice
and starkly unequal gender
relations. Their incredible
life struggle represented a
coming of ag: moment for
women in rural Maryana and
went far beyond what any
catchy 'Beti bachao. Beti
padliao’ slogan could ever
have achieved

And yet. while the wres-
tlers becamc symbols of
national prid: and gender
empowerment, what they
could never really change
is the asymmetrical balance
of power between those
who run the soort and those
who play it. The man whose
arrest they are calling for.
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh,
isa six time MP. a political
‘bahubali* (strongman) for
whom the Wrestling Fed-
eration of India is a personal

we parents st~nd up for our
rights and start questioning
such nialpracticcs. If we
choose to keep quietand not
to dissectsuch incidentsjust
becausc they didn't happen to
us. wc are choosing the path
of destruction of the state as
a whole and | believe that
is the very refson that most
of our brightest students
from HT's. 1IM's, Medical
Colleges etc., and so many
brilliant professionalsarc no
longer here in Meghalaya to
help build a strong, dynamic
and a sustainable state.
Politicians arc public
servants, which is to take
decisions which are for the
greater good of the public
at large. Instead, in this ease
we arc allowiig politicians
to rob us of our rights!
Yours etc..
Deity H Majaw (Advocate)
Via email

Irony of
our system:
Common man
caught in
crossfire

Editor.

In our society where al-
cohol is seen as a social
ill. the common man often
finds himself in ironic and
unintended trouble. Com-
pounding this issue, certain
areas openly engage in the
illegal sale of alcohol, a
well-known fact among the
local population, including
the authorities. This articic
delves into the irony of how

fiefdom. a chance to assert
his supremacy as the *mai-
Baap* of the wrestlers. The
athletes may have won glory
and brought medals for the
country but it is the MP who
has remained the dominant
figure in the sport.
Moreover, Brij Bhushan is
notjustanother BJP MP: he is
someone who for more than
two dccades now has been
an influential figure in the

politics of central UP. Even
during a turbulent period in
UP's politics, when many
leaders struggled to navigate
the complex Mandal-Mandir
flux. Brij Bhushan managed
to expand his political-busi-
ness empire with familiar
tactics o f money and muscle
power. His chequered CV
includes being arrested under
TADA for harbouring aides
of underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim and self confessing
on camera to murdering a
political rival. Yet. because
of the ‘winnability’ factor
taking precedence over all
else, no one in the Modi
government has dared call
him out.

Which is why the wres-
tler's protest is a landmark
moment in the history of
Indian sport. For much too
long, ourathletes wereafraid

: if they were
women, then their lips were
totally sealed. While offi-
cials enjoyed five star luxury
facilities, the athletes were
expected to quietly accept
a secondary status, often
living in makeshift accom-
modation. During the 1978
Asian Games in Bangkok
for example, many players
survived on home cooked

the common man finds him-
selfin trouble with the law
because the law keepers look
the otherway. Moreover, the
influence of politicians in
power adds another layer to
this complex situation.

For the common man
alcohol-related troubles of-
ten arise inadvertently. Soci-
ety's negative perception of

food from a local gumdwara.
On anotheroccasion, a sports
federation official bought
old blankets from Delhi's
Azad market to get tracksuits
made for the team at the last
minute!

Much has changed in
Olympic sports since the
2010 Commonwealth Games
when the country began the
gradual climb up the lad-
der of sporting excellence.
Systematic, well drilled ini-
tiatives, like the sports min-
istry ‘s recent Target Olympic
Podium Schemc (TOPS)
programme, have opened up
new opportunities. Women
athletes in particulararc now’
shining across sports: notjust
wrestling but badminton,
weightlifting, boxing, have
thrown up world champi-
ons who have transformed
popular attitudes to sport
and gender. The spectacular
succcss ot women s cnckct
has been a big boost.

But on-field triumphs
demand greater respect off
it. In a sense, that's what
the wrestlers protest is all
about. Why the reluctance
to even question the MP on
serious allegations against
him? Why have Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act provi-
sions notbeen applied? Why
has the sports minister been
reluctant to dialogue with the
wrestlers? Why has the oth-
erwise voluble women and
child development minister
been strikingly silent? Why
hasn't the prime minister said
aword? The right to protest
is a fundamental right in a
democracy. One might diftcr
on the methods being used
to protest, but surely there
is need for greater collective
empathy for the cause. When
Olympians are charged with
rioting while the accused
MPisa VIPguestat the new
parliament's grand opening,
you begin to wonder: will
justice ever be done?

Post script: While it is
reassuring that some of our
Olympic starslike gold med-
al winners Nccraj Chopra
and Abhinav Bindra have
expressed their solidarity
with the wrestlers, one hasn't
heard a squeak from our
celebrated cricketers ex-
cept Anil Kumblc. It's time
some of them played with
a straight bat beyond the
boundary too.

(The writer is a senior
journalist am| author, mail:
rajdeepsardesai52(agmail.
com)

focus may shift away from
addressing the underlying is-
sue. Political considerations
can hinder effective solu-
tions. leaving the common
man trapped in a cycle of
unintended consequences.
To break this cycle, it is
crucial for law cnforcers and
authorities to address the root
problem—the illegal alcohol

alcohol places i
risk of facing societal scorn,
judgment, and consequences.
Unfortunately, these troubles
can escalate in places where
the animal in man conies to
life at night.

As far as alcohol trade is
concerned, in our commu-
nity. it is an open secret that
certain areas engage in the
illegal sale of alcohol. This
clandestine trade thrives
despite being known to the
local police and authorities.
The irony lies in the fact
that while the illegal sellers
operate with impunity, the
common man becomes the
primary target for enforce-
ment agencies.

Law cnforcers and of-
ficials, entrusted with main-
taining order, often turn a
blind eye to the root of the
problem the illicit alcohol
trade. Instead, they prioritize
cracking down on individu-
als who by need or by want
find themselves intoxicated
insuch places. This selective
targeting exacerbates the iro-
ny and raises questions about
the eftectivencssand fairness
of law enforcement.
itical influence by
politicians in power further
complicates the situation.
When politicians dictate the
actions of law keepers, their

trade. A ap-
proach involving increased
surveillance, stricter penal-
ties for illegal sellers, and
community collaboration
is necessary. Additionally,
separating law enforcement
from political influence can
help restore faith in the sys-
tem and ensurea fairer soci-
ety forall.

To conclude, the irony
here is that the common man
faces unintended troubles
related to alcohol consump-
tion while the illegal alcohol
trade thrives. This systemic
issue warrants attention.
By acknowledging and ad-
dressing the root problem,
improving law enforcement
effectiveness, and limiting
political influence, societies
can work toward a fairer
and more just approach to
alcohol-related issues.(11BB
Bah Jay.) Only then can the
common man be spared from
the unintended consequences
of an inherently flawed sys-

Yours etc.

Balajicd Andrew.

Via email
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Charcoal
industry a threat
to the Ecology

By Barnes Mawrie

Anews reporton Uganda
shows that charcoal industry
in that country has ripped off
a large portion of its forest
reserves. Vlany local people
arc lamcrting that the age-
old respect and reverence
for nature has diminished
rapidly. Charcoal seems to
be a principal clicap energy
source for people in Uganda
and that has increased the
demand for it and conse-
quently production has gone
up thereby leading to large
scale deforestation. Many lo-
cal people have taken drastic
measures to put an end to
this destructive economic
practice.

Coming closer home to
our state, we all know that
charcoal consumption is still
very high especially during
the winter months. Charcoal
is also being supplied to
other states of the country.
This industry is being largely
practiced in West Khasi
Hills. Truckloads o fcharcoal
are being transported from
thisarea to Shillong and oth-
er places in and outside the
state. This industry has been
responsible for the massive

deforestation in many parts
of West Khasi Hills. Anyone
who has \isited Nongkhnum
Island, wi 1have realized that
the forestcover in the island
has literally disappeared due
to charcoal burning
Although charcoal in-
dustry is (King practiced in
other districts of the state,
yet the most affected area
is undoubtedly West Khasi
Hills. In fact, many parts of
this area weara bald appear-
ance due to absence o ftrees.
Weall know how important

all the rich alluvium from
our hills, The same is hap-
pening in West Khasi Hills
due to the indiscriminate
deforestation brought about
by charcoal industry.

What will happen to the
poor people if charcoal in-
dustry is halted? How will
they ever survive? These arc
legitimate questions. How-
ever. wc all know that this
is not asustainable economic
activity since the forests arc
limited natural resources. So
the question we should ask
is: wliai sustainable industry
should replace this ecologi-
cally harmful industry? West
Khasi Hills is endowed with
exquisite natural beauty
which should be fully ex-
ploited by the ministry of
tourism. Tourism would defi-
nitely be an ecologically sus-
tainable industry to replacc
charcoal-based economy.
It would be unfair to ban
charcoal and timber industry
in West Khasi Hills if the
government does not offer
the poor people an alterna-
tive means of earning

If people in Sohra are
able to earn their living.

nay even become well-off
it is due to the growth of
tourism in this area. Recent
statistics show that the flow
of tourists to Sohra has shot
up beyond expectations,
The home-stays arc full to
capacityand reservations are
waitlisted. The same could
happen to West Khasi Hills
where people could easily
become economically well-
offthrough tourism. For this
to happen, the government
should invest heavily in in-
frastructure and in publicity.

“IfSohra experiences shortage o f water
inspite o fthe heaviest rainfall on earth

(an irony in itself),

isprecisely because

the rain water is not retained due to the
absence o fforests. Apartfrom this, Sohra
is known to be rocky because it has lost all
o fits alluvium (rich lop soil) due to erosion
during the summer rains, once again due to
the absence o ftrees. ”

trees are to every living be-
ing. Trees and plants give
us oxygen to breathe in and
absorb much ofthe C02 that
living beiigs produce. From
this perspective, trees arc the
lifeline for humans. Trees
and plant* perform another
important function « they
help to retain water derived
from rainfall and also pro-
tect the ri;h soil from being
eroded. li is enough to sec
the adverse impact of tree
deficit in Sohra region in
order to convince us of this
fact. If Sohra cxpericnccs
shortage of water in spite
of the heaviest rainfall on
earth (an irony in itself), it
iis precisc y becausc the rain
water is rot retained due to
the absence o f forests. Apart
from this. Sohra isknown to
be rocky >ccausc it has lost
all of its alluvium (rich top
soil) due to erosion during
the summer rains, once again
duo to the absence of treer,
Bangladesh is the gainer
in all of ;his. as it gets all
the water supply as well as

Most tourists from outside
the state remain ignorant
about the tourists spots in
West Khasi Hills. Many
states in India invest heavily
in publicizing their tourist
spots on national TV chan-
nels. but our state has not
made adequate investments
in advertising the tourist
destinations.

Nongkhnum Island is one
tourist spot that has been
under-utilized due to poor
investment and publicity. If
residents of this island were
tobe fully engaged in tourist
activities, they would defi-
nitely give up charcoal burn-
ing. Deforestation should be
slopped at all costs becausc
it is a threat to our own
survival. We would love to
see one day that West Khasi
Hills bccomes a tourists”
haven and the local people
fully engaged in this industry
and renouncing once and for
all the ecologically destruc-
tive charcoal industry.

(The writer is author of
Ihe Khasisand IheirNatural
Environment)
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Shame as ‘Bhushan’
FEELINGS that politicians can get away with
their wrong acts has been reinforced yet again
as the central government started pussy-footing
over the sensational accusations against BJP
MP from Unar Pradesh. Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. Me was cornered by a set o face women
wrestlers over alleged sexual harassment. But.
their months-long agitation in New Delhi seek-
ing punitive action against him fell on deafcars.
Ilowcver, a promise came from Home Minister
Amit Shah aweek ago lhat cases shall be filed
against Brij Bhushan, who was already stripped
of the post. While this led to the suspension of
the protests, ihe charge-sheet filed in the Delhi
court on Thursday was so banal that the MPcan
escape arrest. The watered-down version of the
allegatioas might even allow the accused to have
the last laugh. This is the tragedy of our times.

The MP, who as president of the Wrestling
Federation of India haddircct control over teams
that represented the nation at global events,
allegedly pounced on several of these women
while abroad too. Singh vehemently denies the
allegations and says these were politically mo-
tivated. His script was a standard excuse. True,
what these women perhaps lacked was solid
evidence. This seemed to be providing him a
window of opportunity to wriggle out of the
charges eveninacourt of law. Notably, in a very
similar situation in the past, veteran journalist
MJ Akbarquit his post of Union Minister and

fought the cases.

The bane ofthe Indian sports and games field
is the overlordship ofathletes and others by poli-
ticians from the ruling party, who arc appointed
to head such bodies at the national level. They

have no business to be there. Bri

Bhushan is

just another character. Indian politicians, many
of them drop-outs from schools and colleges,
cannot be expected to have any sense of disci-
pline. They often mess up with situations. The
large-scale corruption among them is only one
side of their indulgences. The case ofa senior
Congress politician Suresh Kalmndi in relation
to the Commonwealth Games scam and his ar-
rest in 2014 arc well-documented. Expectations
were that the BJP dispensation under Narcndra
Modi would notjust rein in corruption but bring
about a culture of accountability but this was
wishfiil thinking. India, carrying with it the
world's largest population ofover 1.40 billion,
has been having a pathetic show, in iterations,
at the Olympics or the Asian Games or the other
such global events. After every such glittering
event, our teams return with their heads down
in deep shame. The nation keeps cutting a sorry
figure. Those like Brij Bhushan furthersully the

image of the nation.

Stop beguiling
the public!

Editor,

Now I'm beginning to
doubt the veracity of your
report, ‘Govt to study rea-
sons behind high dropout
rate.’ (ST June 15. 2023).
Just wondering whether the
reporter is surreptitiously
giv ing tactical stpport to an
individual politician. The
reportage, to me. is a very
shallow'and weak attempt to
give undue focus to 'Shang-
pliang said....Shangpliang
also said...", repeated so of-
ten that it has nauseated me
enough to stop xading (he
papers and write this caustic
response!

The same points of ut-
terances and action to be
initiated have be;n repeated
three times in your daily in
a span of one week! What
conclusions do | draw? A
pat on the back reporting!
Favoured reporting! Lime-
light reporting! Square peg
in a round hole, reporting!
Sec. I'm supporting you.
reporting?

I'll focus onjust one point
o frepetition on what 'he said",
(for it will be too lengthy if
I commented on all), ‘The
NEP would be customised
to favour conditions of the
state...' I'm assiming he’s
caught up in poot semantics!
However, the NI:Pcannot be
customised. It cat be modi-
fied to adapt or to adopt!

It's not a cricket bat that we
customise fora tall or short
statured person! For if ihis
analogy is what the Advisor
has in mind, then we're head-
ing fora disaster.

How docs one give clar-
ity. ‘to favour the conditions
of the state'? What favour"?
What conditions? Do 1dctect
a negativity in ‘favour' or a
myopic Interpretation? The
Advisor must be coaxed
into enlightening the public
on the matter. W hatever
the ease might be. it is my
fervent prayer (for | am a
God fearing person), Ihatan
cducatcdand well-informed
decision is taken by all at
the helm of affairs, to lead
school education out of the
quagmire and to arrest the
school dropout rate. No one-
man show, self- back-patting
persons with capital TV and
massive egos can ever carry
a team o f dedicated, passion
driven workers!

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
Shillong + 19

Another way of
seeking votes

Editor.

There are different ways
of seeking votes in this day
and age but the manner in
which Union Home Min-
ister. Amit Shah has been
trying to win votes in Tamil
Nadu is bevond all norms
of ethics. On Sunday last.

(SI1X)

Corruption and the bureaucracy/ Pisinformation asa Tool
technocracy in Meghalaya

Corruption is almost nor-
malised in Meghalaya. The
elections held this year has
proven this withouta shadow
ofdoubt. But more than that
this election hasalso seen the
return o fthe impudent, loud-
mouthed politicians who
won despite their haughty
speeches and couldn’t carc
less demeanour. To expect
voters here or elsewhere in
this country to use theirsense
of reasoning is to expect the
impossible. Poverty reduces
people to nothing less than
beggars. There arc stories
of politicians fighting the
recentelections who distrib-
uted dinner setsand pressure
cookers. When the electorate
is reduced to that level of
poverty where they no longer
have self -respect, then the
government we get will also
be one tlat further pulverises
people into abject poverty.
But this is about politics
Let’s spend some time to
understand the bureaucracy
and their role in corruption.
And why is it that politicians
alone have to carry the bur-
den of guilt when the paper
work to facilitate corruption
has to be done by the babus
with apologies to those who
find this term repulsive).

In the rice scam, how is it
possible that the officers in
the Social Welfare Depart-
mentjust put their signatures
blindly on something they
know stinks o fa scam. Why
could they not blow the
whistle? One of the reasons
why the Meghalaya House
Kolkata scam was nipped in
the bud was because wc had
Ministers like AH Scott Lyn-
gdoh and Herbert Suchiang
who could not tolerate an
outright sale o f Meghalaya’s
prime property at Russell
Street Kolkata by signing
a 99 year deal wilh Asian

By Patricia Mukhitn

W don’tget people with that
level of uprightness today.
Looks like morality and eth-
ics have been flushed down
the drain of impunity.

It is important that the
Finance Department not be
concentrated with the Chief
Minister’s office for consoli-
dation of powers happens at
a cost. In the MDA-01 re-
gime, ChiefMinister, Conrad
Sangma had todefend all the
scams from the Saubhagya to
the Ricc Scam to the Police
Construction scam, to the As-
sembly dome scant amongst
others that perhaps did not
surface bccausc there’s no
one in the Government to-
day that has the moral fibre
to call out corruption. And
why? Bccame every min-
ister has his fingers in the
pic. A supine bureaucracy
out to please ihe carpetbag-
gers today vill not up3Ct
the applecart because they
arc all lookiig at upward
mobility and some financial
gains too.

Chief Minister, Conrad
Sangma in the MDA-01 re-
gime did away with the pow-
ers of the CBI here perhaps
because tk*S«<ubhagya scam
was threatening to singe his
government. So he did the
next best thing and quickly
appointed an Inquiry Com-
mittee. These Committees
arc smokescreensand in any
other state where the Op-
position is strong it would
have said “No" to inquiry
committees aid instead de-
manded an independent in-
quiry by a silling judge ofa
High Court. The Opposition
should haw demanded that
they would sdcct the sitting
judge. Instead what luis hap-
pened is the run of the mill

Housing Corporation Ltd.
a real estate company that
was going to get the entire
frontage of the building at
Russell street forcommercial
purposes and where the Me-
ghalaya Government would
only be given a few rooms
for VIPs in the backyard. At
the time the Peoples’ Rally
Against Corruption (PRAC)
comprising nearly all the
main pressure groups and
a few individuals blew the
whistleon this scam and filed
a PIL at the Gauhati High
Court. The day the PIL was
filed the GovernmentofMe-
ghalaya rescinded the deal

So the State of Meghalaya
has effective control over its
Russell Street property even
today. At the time the late Al1
Scott Lyngdoh was Finance
Minister. He also was a for-
merbureaucratand retired as
ChicfSccretary ofMizoram.

Amit Shah was trying to
obliquely sock a price from
the people o f Tamil Nadu for
the installation o fthe Scngol
in the tnulti-crore Parliament
building recently inaugu-
rated. Addressing a rally in
Vellore to mark 9 yearso fthe
Narcndra Modi government
Shah appealed to the people
of Tamil Nadu to clect 25
NDA candidates in next
year’s Lok Sabha election,
"to thank the Prime Minister
for the Scngol”. He further
added. "A Narcndra Modi
government with 300 seats
is set to be formed again in
2024. Sonow wc know what
the Scngol is for!
Yours etc
TausifQamar,
Via email

PWD has
forgotten its
duty!

1Ulilor.

The State Public Works
Department seems to work
according lo its whims and
fancies although it is man-
dated by a set of guidelines
that we call functionality
But the term functionality
has been questioned in the
court of law and in pub-
lic spaces. An example is
that for every speed breaker
whether in the urban or rural
roads the PWD has to follow
a scries of guidelines which
Is to paint (hem with visible

rigmarole o fth
choosing a retired judge and
other assisting officials who
would all be paid from the
state exchequer. Do we actu-
ally expect scch an Inquiry
CommissioivCommiltce to
indict the government? Wc
must be perennial “lotus cat-
ers’ to even expect anything
to come outof these Inquiry
CommissionsCommittees.
As for the credibility of
such inquiry commissions,
no less a person than a retired
Judge of the Madras High
Court. Justice K Chandru
writing for DT Next says,
"Under the Commission
of Inquiry Act, 1952, the
Union governncntcan order
for an inquiry in respect of
all items provided in List |
and 111 of Schedule VII of
the Constitution. The State
governments ;re empowered
to order a Commission of

markings. The same goes
for roads aloig ridge lines
and accident prone areas.
Another example is to have
markings near hospitals and
markets. Since loften travel
to difTeront places of Jain-
tia Hills, the junction near
Woodland Hospital before
(along is a high risk, ac-
cident prone point but till
date there hasbeen no signal
marker on that crucial junc-
tion. leave aonc a proper
safety or warning signage.
Why is there no concern
for public safety? I wish to
point out that the junction
near this Hospital adjacent to
lalong has witnessed terrible
accidents and unfortunate
deathsdue to the callousness
of the PWD in abdicating
its responsibility. Will the
Executive Engineer of this
district take noteo fthis gross
ncglect and (“responsibility
before things get worse?
Yourscle.,
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar,
Via email

Why can’t we
make Shillong
beautiful?

Editor

shillong isback to square
one. Two to three days be-
fore the G20 Meeting in
Shillong there was a 24/7
cleaning drive by the Gov-
erment machinery. There
was white washing, painting

inquiry in respect of items
in List Il and List 1l of
Schedule VTL Many a time.
Comnmissions arc appointed
simultaneously by both the
Centre and the State 50 as to
frustrate the effort ofone or
the other. Though it has the
powers of the Civil Court,
a Commission’s report, to
be submitted merely to the
Legislature, is not binding.

Under Section 3(4). it will
be placed before a House
with an action taken report
within six months - which
is oflen breached. The time
limit fixed under the Act has
no meaning because many
Commissions have become
self-perpetuating bodies

An inquiry ordered under
the Act is an eye-wash. The
Commission is a toothless
tiger, which is most often
appointed to ward off public
protest. The presiding of-
ficers- cithera retired judge
of the Supreme Court or the
High Court - arc often cither
anxious to give a report in
favour of the State or they
perpetuate their tenure by
frequent adjournments, thus
frustrating the effort to find
out (I truth regarding a mat-
ter of public importance. A
classic example is the Libcr-
han Commission, which
continued for more than 18
years. Many reports are gath-
ering dust in the corridors of
Secretariats of Central and
State governments.”

This gives us enough idea
ofwhy Inquiry Commissions
in Meghalaya have never
yielded any results. Its not
as if we have not had them in
the past. The first corruption
case in Meghalaya dates back
to 1984 when Mr Salscng C
Marak was PHE Minister
(cabinet rank) and Nihon
Ksih was the Minister of
State. At the time Mr Marak
confessed that he was taken
by surprise that a mulii-crorc
racket had occurred in the
PHE Jowai Division. Hconly
came to know of the scam
when it was raised in the As-
sembly. The then CM, Capt
Williamson Sangma set up
an Inquiry Committee. Ihe
Committee was headed by
the Managing Director of the
Meghalaya Govt Construc-
tion Corporation (MGCC),
Mr N Rynjah. Funnily, the
terms of reference of the in-
quiry was such thatitdid not
specifically require a probe
into the role of the two min-
isters. despite ChiefMinister
Captain William Sangma’s
assurance that he would not
shield anybody found guilty
in the affair, even if they
were ministers.

road signagcs. weeding, road
repairs, plastics collcction
ctc. Shillong really looked
beautifuland clean wherever
the dignitaries were having
their meetings or visits. That
is all fine but look where wc
are today. The Golf Links
stretch from Polo to Maw roh
MPPS. is strewn with all
kinds o fplastic waste, thanks
to the fast-food mobile ven-
dors and other sellers. From
Rilbong point to 6th mile
is again dirty and across
shillong we will witness
the same story. Team Jiva is
busy cleaning the roads and
the comers oftl>c city nearly
every alternate day: other
well-meaning groupsas well
do their bit, but how much
can they do when the public
is indifferent and carclcss.
They cat and drink and the
road is the dustbin.

Now my question as
a concerned citizen is: 1
Why arc the concerned
authoritics,bc it SMB. PHE.
Urban Affairs ct al, acting
only when Union ministers.
G20 Members or other State
dignitaries visit Shillong?
Don't wcthe people deserve
a cleaner environment to
breathe and to feel good?

2. Why can't the Govern-
ment impose a strict ban on
littering openly on the streets
and tourist spots by imposing
heavy fines? Simply writing
or informing on hoardings
will not do. We need the po-
lice force or any authorised
body to take immediate ac-
tion and deal strictly with

But this particular case
was so simple it didn't even
require a special inquiry to
pin down the culprit then

RB Giri an executive en-
gineer in the PHED. Jowai
division. Against a total al-
location of Rs 40 lakh for the
purchase o f materials during
the financial year 1983-84.
Giri had placed orders for
materials worth Rs 13.27
crore and had managed to pay
the contractors Rs 4.63 crore
before he was restrained.

in Manipur Conflict
By Laiinin Kipgen

The ongoing conflict be-
tween the majority Meitci
community and the minority
Kuki-Zo tribes in Manipur
has been continuing for over
a month now. While there
was a temporary cessation
in hostilities after the Home
Minister cflied fora 15-day
period o fp.*acc. sporadic vi-
olence still occurs. However,
it is clear Ihat this conflict
is highly unbalanced. The
Meitci community, which
holds the majority of scats
in the assembly (40 out of
FI o

pparently the 1
suppliers were supporters
of the junior minister Nihon
Ksih. The executiveengineer
had clcariy overstepped his
bounds, bccausc normally,
an cxccutive engineer cannot
make payments beyond Rs
20,000 per month without
prior sanction from the de-
partment. But he must have
done so at the behest of the
minister!

This is shocking even by
today's standards. Even at
Ihat lime there was complete
absence of any chccks and
balances and the fact that
the amount paid out was not
insignificant, considering
Ihat the department's entire
capital budget for the year
was a little less than Rs 10
crore and the state's annual
plan size was about Rs 64
crore, is unbelievable.

The Opposition then
headed by BB Lyngdoh were
left nonplussed. Lyngdoh
said the Committee has ob-
viously chosen not to probe
beneath the superficial facts
of the case or the specific
role o fthe two ministers. The
Opposition had asked for a
high-powxred independent
commission to probe the case
but Capt. Sangma chose a
serving to prepare

power
while the Kuki-Zo tribes
represenl less than 16% of
the population. The power
imbalance is especially evi-
dent in the media landscape,
where the Meitci commu-
nity. with their strong control
over the slate's top positions,
including the Chief Min-
istership. as well as their
dominance in major media
outlets, enjoy an unparal-
leled platform to promote
their prefetred narratives.

The Kukis luve been sub-
jected to cvtrcmely deroga-
‘tory language in the realm of
politics. Recently, they have
been accused of terrorism
and narco-terrorism, which
arc highly stigmatizing alle-
gations. This situation origi-
nated from ChiefMinister N
Bircn Singh’s statement on
May 29. where he claimcd
that 40 Kuki militants were
killed and referred to them
as "Kuki terrorists.” By us-
ing this narrative, the Chief
Minister trcd to portray the
conflict as solely between
Kuki terrorists and security
forces, denying the pres-
ence ofany intcr-cominunity
tensions.

However, the Chief of
Dcfence Staff. General Anil
Chauhan, strongly disagreed
with Ihis view and empha-
sized that the violcnce in
Manipur was not related to

an official report. Ihe total
amountinvolved in this scam
wasa whopping Rs 13 crore
which was a huge sum at the
time. Scams therefore arc a
treasured legacy of Megha-
layaand ifthere was no scam
it would be unnatural. And
in such scams, technocrats
and bureaucrats have been
involved as they arc today.

The ‘India Today” had at
the lime covcred this PHED
‘rackct’ extensively and
people across India read of
it with shock and awe. The
word ‘scam’had not been in-
vented then. But clcariy Me-
ghalaya has a healthy Icgacy
ofburying scams/rackets via
inquiry committees. Yet min-
isters then and now speak as
if they arc angels descended
from heaven while defend-
ing these scams. What is
troubling is the silence o fthe
bureaucracy forto be silent is
to be complicit.

such offenders.
3.

Khyndailad and Mot-Mine the Kuki

phran area arc the busiest
as well as the dirtiest areas
of Shillong. If government
officers from the concerned
departments visit the above
places in the early hours (
6 -9 am )and late at night,
the sight is unbelievable
How SMART is Shillong
considering wc boast of the
SMART city project. The
other day 1 had written on
broken cablcs and wires
strewn across the city but
who carcs?

efforts
but rathers cmmed from cth-
nic clashes. In response, on
May 31. a self-proclaimed
NGO called the "People’s
Alliance for Pcacc and Prog-
ress, Manipur,” contested
the Chiefcl Defence Stall's
position and filed a Public
Interval Iiligalinn (P11') in
the Supreme Court. They
demanded Ihat the govern-
ment take action against
Kuki militants allegedly in-
volved in narco-terrorism in
Manipur, Lnforlunatcly, ihis
legal action led to an unfair
association of the terms ter-
rorism anc narco-terrorism
with the Kuki community.
Howcv;r, the basis of
these allegations, namely
the Chief Minister’s asser-
tion of eliminating 40 Kuki
terrorists, has been strongly
refuted as "disinformation™
by Lieutenant General 1S
Panag (Retd). He aceuscd
the Chief Minister of pro-
moting. “cthnieity-driven
disinformation.” It is clcar
that the Ch cf Minister isac-
tively involved in fabricating
and spreading disinforma-
tion to defame and under-

they were close to reaching
an agreement on granting
"local self-governance” to
Kuki tribal areas in Manipur,
until the rccent outbreak of
violence on May 3. disrupted
the progress. The persistent
campaign demanding the
suspension of the SO pact
reflects the opposition of the
Meitci community towards
the very concept of self-
governance for the Kuki
iribals.

According to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA). all
eight terrorist or unlawful
groups operating in Manipur
belong to the Meitci commu-
nity. These groups include
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA), United National Lib-
eration Front (UNLF), Ma-
nipur People's Army (MPA),
People’s Revolutionary Parly
of Kanglcipak (PREPAK).
Kangleipak Communist
Parly (KCP). Kanglci Yaol
Kanba Lup (KYKL). Coor-
dination Committee (Cor-
Com). Alliance for Socialist
Unity Kungleipok (ASUK)
and Manipur People’s Lib-
eration Front (MPLF). It is
important to note Ihat the
PLA and KYKL even main-
tain an informal alliance
with the Myanmar Military
to combat the People’s Dc-
fence Forces, a resistance
group. Dcspilc the Chief
Minister's desperate efforts
to label the Kuki groups as
“terrorists.” the true security
threat to Manipur and India
lies elsewhere.

The dissemination ofdis-
information targeting the
Kuki community in Manipur
is not a new phenomenon.
One particular instance re-
volves around the wide-
spread perception ofa signif-
icant influx of refugees from
neighbouring Myanmar, a
country currently undergoing
political turmoil. About one
month before the eruption of
violence. the state govern-
ment allegedly launched a
"War-On-lllegal *Migrants"
campaign, as reported by
“Organizer.” a mouthpiece o
the RSS (Rashtriya Swayam-
scvak Sangh), with the Chief
Minister labelling the Ku-
kis as “foreigners,” despite
acknowledging Ihat ihcre
are about 2,000 Myanma-
resc nationals residing in
Manipur. Another reason
behind the stigmatization
of the Kuki-Zo tribes as
illegal immigrants is the
insinuation of continuous
tribal migration from Myan-
mar and’ Bangladesh since
the 1950s. However, ihcse
claims lack factual evidence.
Census records of Manipur
spanning from 1901 to 2011
indicate that the proportion
of the Kuki population has
remained relatively stable,
with figurcs of 145 percent
and 15.7 percent respective-
ly—a mere 1.2 percent varia-
tionovera span of 110 years.
This highlights the necessity
of critically examining and
challenging the false nar-
ratives and disinformation
that arc being deliberately

with the support of certain
sclf-proclamcd NGOs. It is
disheartening to witness the
state o f politicsand discourse
in Manipur, where even the
Supreme Court of India is
being exploited to advance
their propaganda.

However, the deliberate
actions ofthe Chief Minister
have succ;ssfully yielded
the desired outcome. Major
newspaper* in Manipur arc
filled will: attention-grab-
bing head Incs. focusing on
the alleged attacks carried

I hope this letter is rcadout by Kuki militantsor. ina

and given a sane thought by
all. Shillongites. Please take
carc of your own city just
as you carc for your own
homes. Stop throwing trash
from your vehicles or dump
garbage on roadsides or
drains, thanks for maintain-
ing cleanliness

A word ofdeep apprecia-
tion for Operation Clean-up
team along with Team Jiva
who have been cleaning riv-
ers and other public spaces
for several years now.

Let's make our city clean
again. We can do it if each
one of us lives and behaves
as responsible citixcns.

Yoursetc.,
Reward Rymbai,
Via email

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shiltong Times

This wcll-orchestraled ef-
fort. even with the support of
opposition political parties
as well, aims to attribute all
acts of violence and ongo-
ing conflicts solely to these
indiv iduals labelled as "Kuki
militants.” To fully under-
stand this coordinated cam-
paign. itis crucial to consider
the contcxl of the existing
ceasefire agreementbetween
the central government and
Kuki outfits. Ihe Kuki-Zo
insuigents. consisting of 24
groups under the collective
bannersofhe Kuki National
Organisation (KNO) and
United People’s Front(UPF)
have been observing a Sus-
pension ofOperation (S00)
agreementwith both the ccn-
tral and stile governments
since August 2008. These
groups have been actively
engaged in multiple rounds
ofnegoliat ons with the cen-
tral authorities. In fact. "The
Hindu" even reported that

propag: o
and discriminate against the
Kuki-Zo community.
Moreover, the Kuki-Zo
tribes have been subjected
lo various derogatory labels
such as “drug traffickers,"
"poppy cultivators.” and
“protected forest encroach-
crs." The continuous dis-
semination of false informa-
tion and the smear campaign
orchestrated by the Mcitei
majority community, spear-
headed by the Chief Min-
ister himself, raises serious
concerns about the potential
for peaceful coexistcnce
between these two commu-
nities. Such actions can be
seen as intentional efforts to
degrade, dehumanize, and
deny the Kuki-Zo tribes their
fundamental human rights.
The deep-rooted mistrust
that exists makes it increas-
ingly challenging to envision
a future of harmony for both
communities. Given these
circumstance’s, it may be
necessary for the central
government to officially
recognize the existing com-
munal and geographical di-
vide between the Meitci and
Kuki-Zo communities.
Mcitei scholar and INU
faculty Dr Biinol Akoijam.
has likened this division to
the partition of India in 1947.
This would entail grant-
ing a separate administra-
tion for the Kuki-Zo tribes,
allowing them to govern
their affairs autonomously.
(AuthorBio: Lalmin Kipgen.
PhD Associate Lecturer,
Arden University Berlin;
Ikipgen@anJen.ac.uk)
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Persistent rain worsens
flood situation in Assam

GL'WAIIATI. June 17: The flood situation
in Assam became worse amid persistent
rain in several parts of the state and nearby

territories.

According to the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA). the floods
has aflfected 37.535 people in at least 10

districts of the state.

Large portions of Biswanath, Darrang,
Dhemaji. Dibrugarh. Hojai, Lakhimpur, Na-
gaon. Sonitpur. Tiisukia. and Udalguri have
been hit by the firstwave o ffloods while three
other districts - Kanrup Metro, Cachar, and
Nalbari - have reported urban flooding.

Thousands oftheaffected people are shift-
ing to shelter camps that are being built by

the state administration

According to experts, about 1409 hectares
ofcrop land is underwater, which will cause
farmers to suffer a great deal of loss.

Meanwhile, in Guwahati. one person lost
life after the sidewalls ofa factory collapsed
due to a landslip. The incident took place at
Sonali Path in the Dhirenparaneighbourhood
of Guwahati on Saturday morning,

The deceased has been identified as

Mukhtar Ali

He was found unconscious
after being buried alive by a State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) squad. He was

sent to a nearby hospital, where the doctors

landside.

pronounced him dead. Continuous rain, ac-
cording to the SDRF. was the reason for the

Numerous districts have reported ero-

sions, and nine districts have seen infrastruc-
ture damage, including bridges and homes.

Brahmaputra river is flowing above the
danger threshold at Ncaniatighat, while
Kopili is doing the same near Kampur. Ac-
cording to reports from the Water Resource
Department, the second main river, Barak, is
inching to touch the danger mark.

Numerous farmlands have been sub-

merged as a result of the rising river levels
and constant rain, which has also stranded
hundreds o fanimals

11.980 animals have been impacted by ihe
floods so far. according to ASDMA.

Two major cities in Assam. Guwahatiand
Silchar, are suffering from urban flooding,
and they attribute their misery to faulty drain-
age systems and a lack of upkeep. (IANS)

Mandaviya reviews public health
preparedness for Assam flood

GUWAHATIJune 17: Union
Ministcr Mansukh Mandaviya
on Saturday chaired a virtual
meeting with centra and state
agencies to review public
health preparedness as part
of the flood management in
Assam

He also directed the of-
ficials concerned to prepare a
flood public health response
andaction planw ithi perspec-
tive of health i

as well as tix* availability of
clean drinking water in flood-
affected regions.

"Directed to prepare Flood
Public Health Response &
Action Plan with perspective
of health emergencies. Also,
highlighted the importance
ofCentral-State collaboration
foreffective disaster manage-
ment." the ministersaid on die
micro-bloggingsite. He urged
ici towork

The union health minister
underscored the importance
ofcollaborationandcoordina-
tion between central and state
agencics to ensure effective
management of flood, an of-
ficial release said.

“Virtually reviewed Public
Ilealth Preparedness ahead of
monsoon season in Assam,
with State Government &
Central Health Institutions.”
Mandaviya wrote on Twitter.

He aiso emphasised on
preventive healthcare and
greater awareness among the
communities regard ng vector
and water-borne diseases, the
statement said.

The minister also under-
scored the need for prepared-
nessofcritical care equipment,
oxygen and hospital beds

ona flood management model
to deal with the situation in
Assam, which is a recurring
phenomenon

The ministcrdircctcd them
to prepare an online database,
listing all the important infor-
mation like the availability of
beds, oxygen and other health
facilities to ensure efficient
management of any health
emergency.

“A Flood Management
Model with coordinated ef-
forts of both the central and
state governments can bring
about the best results.” he
said.

Assam liasbeen hit by die
first wave of flood early this
week with over 34.000 people
afleeted in 11 districts, follow-
ing incessant rainfall

The union minister also
urged the officials to ensure
that health and wellness cen-
tresare well equipped with re-
quired medicines, equipment
and other amenities.

He directed all health
workers to remain trained so
thatthey can provide requisite
healthcare services during
emergencies.

"Accredited social health
activists, auxiliary- nurses
and midwives, community
health officers should know
theirrolesand responsibilities
for any emergency. Advance
training will ensure that they
arc effective in providing
healthcarc services during
emergency flood manage-
ment." he stated.

Mandaviya also assured
the state agencies ofall sup-
port from the Centre for flood
management in the state.

During the meeting. Assam
health department's principal
secretary Avinash Joshi pre-
sented a comprehensive over-
view of the preparedness and
measures taken by the state
towards emergency public
health response to deal with
possible waterborne diseases
in flood-affected areas. (PTI)

Afruit vendor wades through a waterlogged road
after rainfall, in Guwahati. on Saturday. (PTI)

(FIVE)

Manipur: Two people injured as
security forces, mobs clash in Imphal

Attempts also made at torching
houses of BJP leaders

IMPHAL, June 17: Two
civilians were injured as
mobs clashed with security
forces overnight in Imphal
town and attempts were
made to torch the houses of
BJP leaders, officials said on
Saturday.

In separate_incidents,
automatic gunfire was re-
ported from Kwakla in
Bishnupur district of Ma-
nipur and Kargvai in Chu-
rachandpurdistrict through
the night

An attempt was also
made to loot weapons from
Iringbam police station in
Imphal West. However, no
weapons were stolen.

Law & order in
urgent attention:

Army. Assam Rifles
and Manipur Rapid Action
Force heldjoint marches till
midnight through the state
capital to halt rioters from
congregating.

A mob ofapproximately
1000 people came together
to try and bum down build-
ings near the palace com-
pound

RAF fired tear gas and
rubber bullets to disperse
the crowd.

Another mob tried to
set the house of Biswajeet
MLA on fire. RAF col-
umn. however, dispersed
the crowd.

Another mob surrounded

Manipur needs
Ex-Army Chief

IMPIIAU June 17: Former Army Chief Ved Prakash Malik
said on Friday tiat the law and order situation in Manipur needs
“urgent attenticxi at highest level”

Gen Malik retd). reffcrring to a tweet by Lt Gen L. Ni-

shikanta Singh (retd), tweeted

“An extraordinarily sad call

from a retired Lt Gen from Manipur. Law & order situation
in Manipur needs urgent attention at the highest level.”

Gen Malik, who served as the 19th Chiefof Army Staff
from Scptcmb:r 30, 1997 to September 30. 2000. tagged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Defence Minister Rajnath
singh and Hone Minister Amit Shah in his tweet.

Earlier. Lt Gen Singh (retd) tweeted: "I'mjustan ordinary

Indian from Manipur living a
‘stateless’

retired life. The state is now

Life and property can be destroyed anytime by

anyone just like in Libya. Lebanon. Nigeria. Syria, etc. It
appears Manipur has been left to stew in its own juice. Is

anyone listening 7"

Referring tothe tweet o f Lt Gen Singh (retd), former Union
Minister and Congress General Secretary Jairam Ramcsh
tweeted: “The PM is certainly not. He has time for all other
things except reaching outto the distressed people o f Manipur

in thought, word and deed.”

The devastating ethnic violence, which so far killed over
120 people and injured more than 400, began in Manipur on
May 3 aftera Tribal Solidarity March' was organised by a
tribal student tody in the hill districts of the state to protest
against the Mcitci community’s Scheduled Tribe (ST) status

demand

Meanwhile senior CPI leader D Raja on Saturday at-
tacked Prime Minister Narendra Modi wondering why he

is keeping a "studied silence”

on Manipur where over 100

people have lost their lives in ethnic violence since early-
last month. Th; prime minister has also not uttered a single
word on the wrestlers' protest, the CPI general secretary

said. (Agencies)

Assam MLA
surrenders before
court in rape
case, gets bail

1IAILAKANDI (ASSAM),
June 17: Assam MLA Ni-
jam Uddin Choudhury sur-
rendered before a court in
Hailakandi district on Sat-
urday in a rape case and was
granted bail.

Choudhury surrendered
before the Ilaihkandi district
and session’s j jdgc after the
courtissued anarrestwarrant
against him on Friday.

A rape case was filed in
2018 by a woman, in which
Choudhury, ttwAIUDF leg-
islator of Algapur, is a co-
accused.

" Hie court granted his bail
application.” Pjblic Prosecu-
tor Manika Roy said.

The legislaor had failed
to appear before the court
despite repeated summons,
leading to the issuance o fthe
arrest warrant.

Choudhury vas firstelect-
ed from Algapnr in 2016 and
retained the sot in the 2021
Assembly polls. (PTI)

the BIP office post mid-
night at Sinjemai. but could
notdo any harm as an Army
column dispersed it

similarly, a crowd tried
to vandalise the home of
Sharda Devi, BJP (wom-
en's wing) president near
Porampctin Imphal around
midnight. Security forces
managed to disperse the
youth.

Earlier in the day
crowds set up roadblocks
and torched properties in
the heart o f Imphal town on
Friday, officials said.

Among others, a house
belonging to Union Minis-
ter RK Ranjan Singh was
attacked and attem pts were
made to burn it down on
Thursday night.

A warehouse near the
royal palace belonging to

a retired tribal 1AS officer
was bumtdown completely
on Friday.

Security guards and fire-
fighters managed to control
arson attempts by the mob
and save the house of the
minister cf state for Exter-
nal Affairs here from being
gutted on Thursday night.

Amob :lashcd with RAF
personnel on Friday eve-
ning after it had set the
warehouse afire.

The group also burnt
tyres, logs and waste in
the middle of roads in
Wangkhci, Porompat and
Thangapat areas affect-
ing the flow of traffic in
Manipur's capital town,
officials s)id

More ihan 100 people
have lost their lives in the
ethnic violence between

Meitei and Kuki commu-
nity people in Manipur that
broke out a month ago

The state government
has imposed a curfew on
11 districts and banned
internet services in a bid to
stop the spread of rumours
in the state.

Clashes first broke out
on May 3 after a ‘Tribal
Solidarity March' was or-
ganised in the hill districts
to protest against the Meitei
community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta-
tus. Mcitcis account for
about 53 per cent of Ma-
nipur's population and live
mostly inthe Imphal Valley.
Tribals « Nagas and Kukis
« constitute another 40 per
cent of the population and
reside in the hill districts
(PTI)

Tyres and construction materials set on fire by miscreants amid ongoing ethnic
violence in Manipur, in Imphal East district, on Friday. (PTI)

Tourists stranded in Sikkim due to
heavy rainfall, 2K rescued by Army

GANGTOK June 17: More
than 2,400 tourists, includ-
ing 60 college students were
stranded in Lachcn and La-
chung area of North Sikkim
district due to road blockades
following incessant rainfall
since the last three days, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

The districtadministration
has pressed into service 19
buses and 70 smaller vehicles
to evacuate the 2,464 strand-
ed tourists, officials said

As of now. three buses
and two other vehicles car-
rying 123 tourists have left
for the state capital Gangtok,
they said

Personnel from Quick
Reaction Team of the Dis-
trict Disaster Management
Authority. Sikkim Policc.
GREF. BRO, ITBP. Army.
Travel Agency Association
Sikkim arc working together
to carry out evacuation of
stranded tourists, they said

Indian Army personnel during a rescue operation after a chunk of road washed
away due to heavy rains and landslides in Chungthang, Sikkim, on Saturday. (PT!)

Meanwhile, the road
to Chungthang has been
blocked at numerous points,
The restoration works will

startonly jfter the rain stops,
The North Sikkim district
administration has set up hcl-
pline numbers - 8509822997

1116464265 - for the public
to contact in case of any
query about stranded tour-
ists, officials added. (PT!)

Modi has changed country’s fortune in nine years: Nadda

SANTIRBAZAR (TRIPU-
RA), June 17: BIP national
president JP Nadda on Sat-
urday said the country has
witnessed unprecedented
development under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who
has “changed the fortune
of India” in the past nine
years

He cited infrastructure
building, good governance
and all-round development
as the benchmarks of the
Modi government.

“Earlier. Irxia was known
for corruption, policy pa-
ralysis and bad governance
Now. the whole world re-
spects ihe country for all-
round development and
good governance.” the BIP
chiefsaid ata ally in South

Tripura's Santirbalar school
ground to mark the comple-
tion o fnine years ofthe Modi
government. Highlighting
the Centre's achievements
in infrastructure building
Nadda said 13,125km of
border roads have been built
to safeguard the international
border.

Claiming that Modi had
introduced report card-
based politics, Nadda said
he is the man who has
changed vote bank politics
by bringing grow th centric
politics

“BJP leaders seek peo-
ple's blessings by present-
ing report cards before the
electors which was missing
earlier.” he said

"Rs 18 lakh crorc has

been spent for infrastruc-
ture building from 2014
to 2022 while 29 km of
national highways arc being
constructed daily compared
lo just 12 km during UPA
rule,” he said, adding 74
airports have also been built
in the past nine years.
Nadda said Tripura has
got 300 km of national
highway in the past six
years and the proposed In-
do-Bangla rail connectivity
will reduce travel lime from
Agartala to Kolkata from
31 hours to 10 hours.
“This is the new story of
development of the Modi
government”, he said
Asserting that the coun-
try's fiscal position is
strong. Nadda said India

GDP growth has remained
firm despite adverse condi-
tions sucli as global reces-
sion, the war in Ukraine
and Covid

He said India’s inflation
is much lower than that of
developed countries such
as the US, the UK. Austra-
lia and Italy. Branding the
Congress and CPI(M) as
“illiterate” for i

structed 4 crorc dwelling
units under Prime Minister
Awas Yojana (PMAY) and
introduced Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana", he said

He appealed to people
to strengthen the hands of
Modi to build a better India
in the days to come.

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha also highlight-

inflation. Nadda said the
country's inflation stands
at 4.2 percent compared to
4.9 per cent in the US and
8.7 per cent in the United
Kingdom

Nadda. who arrived here
on Friday night, also high-
lighted tie Modi govern-
ment's welfare measures
"The government has con-

ed the Modi s
achievements over the past
nine years.

“Farmers' incomes have
doubled in the Northeastern
state from Rs6.580 in 2018
to Rs 12.590 now. Around 4
lakh women are engaged in
SHGs for which the govern-
ment has pumped Rs 1.100
crorc as revolving fund”, he
said. (PTI)
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A trip with dad across India's five most formidable palaces

ather's Day is an extraor-
dinary moment, a time to
honour the remarkable fa-
thers who have graced our
with their love and guidance. On
this auspicious occasion, let us
transcend the icalm of ordinary
celebrations and embark on a
magnificent sojourn that will
transport your father to a world
of unparalleled opulcnce and re-
gal grandeur. Prepare to indulge
him in a retreat where he can
walk in the footsteps of kings,
immerse himself in the tapestry
of history, and be showered with
the utmost appreciation and
adoration
These architectural marvels
stand as testaments to the by-
gone era. where every brick and
stone holds the weight of cap-
tivating stories and legendary
talcs. Prepare o be mesmerised
as you step ino a realm where
time stands still, and the very air
whispers secrets of the past
Bach palacc boasts an exqui-
site fusion of architectural bril-
liance*, awe-inspiring opulence,
and captivating aesthetics that
will leave you breathless. Hon-
our his unwavering presence
and unwavering support with
a gesture that will forever be
ctched in his heart. Choose one
of these regal havens and embark
on ajourney that will transccnd
time, creating an indelible mark
on your father's soul. Prepare
to embark on a grand adventure
where every moment is adorned
with extravagance and every ex-
perience is bathed in luxury.

Lmaid Bhatvan, Jodhpur

The Umaid Bhawan Palacc
in Jodhpur is one of the largest
private residences in the world.
Built in 1943. this magnificent
palace is now a luxury hotel that
offers an unforgettable experi-
ence to its guests. The palacc
features 347 rooms and suites
that are decorated with a blend
of Art Deco and Rajasthani
styles. Indulge in a luxurious
spa treatment or take a dip in
the palacc's indoor swimming
pool. In addition to its luxuri-
ous accommodations, the Umaid
Bhawan Palacc offers a variety
ofdining options that eater to all
tastes and preferences. Your fa-
ther can enjoy asumptuous meal
at Risala. the palacc's signature
restaurant, which serves authen-
tic Rajasthani cuisinc as well as
international dishes. Treat your
father to an unforgettable cxpe-

lives

ricncce
create

An iconic Heritage Landmark with an untold story of a family

legacy. The Noormahal
many regal transitions

Palacc has stepped gracefully

through

The owners arc from the Sikh misl (Clan) of Sukerchakia's royal
family lineage of Maharaja Ranjit Singh Ji, the great warrior and
Maharaja of Great Punjab who ruled from 1780-1839. Restoring
the royal heritage grandeur and recreating the majestic past of the
legendary M aharaja, this jewel in the crown of Delhi NCR offers
125 stunningly luxurious rooms and royal suites. Legendary for its
striking architecture, iconic location, and vibrant past Noormahal
Palacc Hotel in Karnal-The Land of Raja Kama, a character of the
epic Mahabharata has its own extraordinary stories to tell.*

It is perfectly blended with every authentic experience to make
any guest feel like a modern king or queen. With marvellous palace
architecture, intricate decor, hand-painted walls and ceilings, spa-
cious lawns, and beautiful sights, this placc should definitely be
on your Gram. Discover the secret recipes of the pre-independence
era at Frontier Mail, the Train designed Restaurant recreating the
legendary Frontier Mail Ihat operated between Mumbai and Pc-

from

rs, the spa table, and lounging in

your room, equally. For the restless, and obsessed with productiv-

ity

there arc indoor games as well as sports, which include lawn

tennis, basketball, cricket, and more.

Neemrana Fort, Alwar

With a history spanning over 500 years, this enchanting <icstina-
tion offers a perfect blend of captivating beauty and rich heritage.

Nestled in the picturesque Aravali hills of Rajasthan

Neemrana

Fort beckons you for a peaceful holiday getaway, just a stone's
throw away from the bustling capital city

As you traverse the Delhi-Jaipur expressway, you can even
make a quick visit to the pink city, adding a touch of adventure

to your retreat

oncc thrived within its walls

The fort's restoration has preserved
atmosphere that transports you back to medieva

W hile you'll be staying in a luxurious hotel, the
fort ensures that you still get a taste of the royal

lifestyle that

its essence, creating an
| e

s. As you

explore the fort, you'll be captivatcd by the magnificent view of
a Baori, a traditional stcpwcll that stands as a testament to the

architectural marvels of the past.

Six Senses Fort Barwara, Rajasthan

Six Senses Fort Barwara. lo-
cated about two and a half hours'
drive from Jaipur and just 30
minutes by car from Rantham-
borc National Park, is a remark-
able fort-hotcl constructed in the
14th century by the Chauhans.
The extensive restoration pro-
cess of this 700-ycar-old fort
took over a decade, resulting
in the creation of two palaces
and multiple temples within its
premises. With a collcction of
48 suites, this hotel offers an
exquisite and historically im-
mersive experience for those
seeking luxury. In addition to
enjoying thrilling jungle safaris,
guests can indulge in relaxation
at the expansive 30.000 sq. ft
spa and fitness centre at Fort
Barwara or partake in a guided

tour.

Bagh Palacc. Jaipur

The historic Rambagh Palace,
is a magnificent property dating
back to 1835. Situated in the
captivating city of Jaipur, known
for its royal heritage and stun-
ning forts, this palace offers a
truly extraordinary experience.
Acquired by the prestigious Taj
hotel group, Rambagh Palacc
was oncc the residence of Maha-
raja Sawai Man Singh I1. adding
an extra layer of authenticity and
charm to your stay. As you wan-
der through the property, you'll
be captivated by the sprawling
Mughal gardens, extravagant
chambers, and spellbinding de-
cor that evoke the glorious times
of Rajasthan’s royal past

This Father's Day. go above
and beyond the ordinary by gift-
ing your father an experience
that combines luxury, history,
and grandeur. These royal pal-
aces not only serve as reminders
of the grandeur and legacy of the
past but also offer an opportu-
nity for introspection, gratitude,
and the celebration of family
bonds. These palaces arc not
mere structures: they arc reposi-
tories of culture, art. and stories
that have shaped the world wc
inhabit today. Father's Day is
a time to honour the men who
have guided us. nurtured us. and
shaped our lives. By embarking
on this extraordinary journey,
you not only offer your father a
gift beyond material possessions
but also create an opportunity
to deepen your bond, share in-
credible experiences, and crcate
cherished memories that will
endure for a lifetime. (IANS)

Of mice and matriarchs: the female-led societies of the animal kingdom

Q ueen Elizabeth 11's re*
cord-briaking long reign
was exceptional in many
not least because England

has been ruled by men for most
of the last thousand years. Until
recently, the crown was passed
to the monarch's eldest son and
daughters were married off to
royals in other countries

But in most other social mam-
mals, females commonly remain
and breed in their birth groups,
inheriting the status and terri-
tory of their mothers while sons
leave to find unrelated partners
elsewhere

Social relationships between
resident females vary but are
often supportive. For example
in African elephants, females
assemble in family groups and
older females are usually domi-
nant over younger ones. Overt
competition is rare and relation-
ships between matriarchs and
younger females are relaxed and
supportive.

Elephant matriarchs act as
reservoirs of information about
where to find food and water
and their presence is particularly
important in times of famine or
drought.

W here species live in larger
groups that include members of
several families, as in yellow
baboons and spotted hyenas
competition for status and re-
sources can be more common
and females often support elose
relatives in clashes with other
families

Daughters frequently inherit
their mother's social rank. All
members of some families may
be consistently dominant to
others, often enjoying higher
breeding success and survival
as a result

Murderous mothers

But females aren't always
tolerant or supportive. In the
mccrkats that | have studied in
the Kalahari Desert in southern
Africa for the last 30 years, one

dominant female monopolises
breeding in each group, produc-
ing up to three litters a year for
up to ten years. Their daughters
and sons initially remain in
their mother’s group and help to
feed and protect their younger
siblings

Queens go out of their way
to prevent their daughters from
breeding successfully. Early in
my carcer. | was astonished to
sec one of my favourite mecrkat
queens emerge with blood on her
muzzle from her group's sleep-
ing burrow, where her eldest
daughter had just given birth

This mecrkat queen was preg-
nant at the time.

She went back down and soon
emerged with a dead pup that
was still warm - then returned
and brought up three more pups
that she had just killed.

My team's later work showed

that one of the most common
causes of pup death was infan-
ticide by pregnant females and
studies of several other social
mammals have revealed similar
trends

Killing your own grandchil-
dren may not sound like a recipe
for evolutionary succcss, but it
often makes sense for pregnant
female mccrkats

If groups can only rear a
small number of pjps. queens
will increase their genetic con-
tributions to future generations
if they suppress pups that will
compete with their own off-
spring.

Daughters share 50% of their
mother's genes w'nile grand-
chiLdren only share 25%, so it
idin the queen’s h«l interests
to make sure that their groups
raise their daughters rather than
their granddaughtcis.

When the daughters of mcer-
kat queens are three to four
years old. they bccomce poten-
tial rivals to the queen and she
evicts them from her group

As members of other mecrkat
groups don't allow emigrating
females to join them, evicted
females either found new groups
with wandering males or (com-
monly) die in the attem pt.

When a queen eventually dies,
the other females in her group
fight to inherit her position

The oldest and heaviest fe-
male usually wins, taking over
the queen's status, breeding role
and territory before starting to
cvict her sisters.

Walkabout sons

And what about the queen s
sons? In most mammals, mat-
ing with a elose relative cre-

ates weaker and less healthy
babies and reduces the breeding
success of females. So female
mccrkats avoid mating with
their sons, brothers and other
relatives

Males are usually less par-
ticular about who the/ mate
with becausc they do not pay the
same costs of raising young.

However, where the females
in their group are relatives and
won't mate with them, they need
to leave their birth groups to
find willing partners.

Unlike females, male mecr-
kats voluntarily go walkabout,
cither replacing males in other
groups or shacking up with
evicted females and attem pting
to found new groups.

A similar trndoney for fe-
males to avoid breeding with
close relatives and for males to
leave their birth groups to find

willing partners elsewhere is
common in many other mammals
- including many spccics where
males arc substantially larger
and stronger than females, like
lions and baboons

Contrasts in succession

But females don't always stay
at home - and males don't always
wander

There are some mammals
where the situation is reversed.
These include a number of bats,
horses, monkeys - and all three
African apes.

For example, female gorillas
often leave their birth groups
to breed in other groups while
males may stay and breed there,
inheriting the brooding position
from their fathers

A feature of many these spc-
cics is that resident breeding
males or groups of related males
hold their positions for relative-
ly long periods longer than the
age at which most females reach
sexual maturity

So one explanation is that fe-
males need to leave their birth
groups to find unrelated breed-
ing partners. Males in these
spccics don't need to leave as
immigrant females willingly
mate with them

A preference for male suc-
cession is widespread in many
human societies and is often
attributed to the need for mon-
archs to be battle leaders and
the greater strength and fighting
ability of males

However, African apes arc our
closest living relatives and they
all form groups where females
leave but males remain.

This suggests dispersing fe-
males and resident males may
have been the ancestral norm in
hominin societies too.

If so, it may be because fe-
males dispersed to avoid in-
breeding. rather than because of
differences in strength and fight-
ing prowess between the sexes

(The Conversation)
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Currency and safety
SILENCE ctn at times be deafening - as when
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
demonstrated when a sensational disclosure
in the fonn ofan RTI reply said a huge chunk
of Rs 500 currency notes printed by presses in
India between April 2015 and December 2016
were “missir.g" - or that these notes sent by the
press had not reached RBI as per records. RBI
camc up with aclarification on Saturday, aftera
pause, saying that there was no such miss - and
that the RTI reply was based on an “erroneous
interpretation.” A report based on an RTI reply
has, prima facie, an authenticity to it. A simple
press release from the RBI by way ofadenial or

clarification

fine, but it should have been the

duty ofthe Finance Minister herselfto open her
mouth, deny it and settle the nation’s conccm

for once and forall.

It's quite possible that there was a gap in the
way the information was collected or released
by way ofan RTI reply. Likely, there were in-
consistencies. But, a specific RTI query would
not normally arise from a blank space. The righLs
activist might have got wind of some murmurs
somewhere inthe system. Transparency is nota
virtue with the governance system here. Silence
is a weapon often to cover up matters or to hide
one’s guilt. Oncean issue hogs the headlines for
a few days, it meets with a natural death. Those
who committed errors get away with their act.

At a time when systems arc weakening and
those running the governments are mostly en-
gaged in fire-fighting to ward off issues of the
day, long-term interests of the nation might
suffer. Those in governments sit through their
chairs fora maximum of five years and another
set would step in and wield power for the next
term. During the first term of Narcndra Modi as
PM. the Finance Minister fell ill and there was
also a time when Arun Jaitley handled Defence
and Finance together. RBI itself went through
a tumult as Raghuram Rajan left without an
extension of his term, Urjit Patel took charge
until 2018 and he was replaced by the present
incumbent Shaktikanta Das. Even granted that
the RTI reply and the interpretations thereof
were erroneous and it is safe to assume that
the necessary checks and balances are in placc,
eloser scrutiny is advised. This should be done
not just by those in authority but also by the
principal opposition, the Congress, that has in
its ranks a seasoned FM like P Chidambaram in
Parliament. The nation needs reassurance that

all is well.

Job Reservation
Policy & Other
Policies-Need

for convergence

Editor

Many views have
emerged with regards to
the contentious State Job
Reservation Pelicy. There
are some who opine that this
issue is irrelevant consider-
ing the dearth ofgovernment
jobs and others who feel Ihat
priority ought tc be given to
creation ofjobs As regards
the vacancies, it may be
stated that RTI queries have
revealed that the number
of vacant posts in various
government departments is
quite significantconsidcring
the size of the state. More-
over. it cannot be denied
that at present, many posts
under the State Government
and Government undertak-
ings arc being manned by
contractual employees with
low job security and poor
remuneration. Therefore, 1
feel that the state needs a
good job reservation policy
along with a conceited effort
by the government to fill up
the existing vacancics and
also create job avenues. An
equally important subject
that merits consideration in
this context is the dire need
for an Employment Policy
in order to streamline the
process o fconducting the re-
cruitment of starfto various
departments through MPSC
DSC and other agencies. This
may be done in iine with the
system adopted by Central

Government and Banks in
the interest of fairness and
transparency which include
measures like uploading of
the answer keys to the ques-
tions on the website and
making available the scores
obtained by the candidates
along with fixingo f timelines
for declaration of results.
It may also be suggested to
have combined lixams for
recruitnteni to certain posts
in the same level. This will
reducc the number ofexami-
nations the candidates have
to appear in

In spite of its shortcom-
ings. there is a bright side to
the present State Reservation
policy for the Khasi com-
munity insofaras it instills a
spirit of competition. How-
ever. in the process. only the
best of the best make the cut
and others are deprived of
opportunities. Furthermore,
barring a few exceptions,
those who hail from villages
and far-flung areas of Khasi
and Jaintia Hills arc placcd in
ahighly disadvantageous po-
sition as they cannot compete
with their counterparts from
urban and semi urban areas
who have access to good
education and other related
facilities. So, wc need ajob
reservation policy that docs
justicc to all sections of the
society. Disproportionate
allocation is not only unfair
but may also lead to com-
placcncy. In my opinion, a
review of this Policy should
not be done in isolation but
along with a road map for
improvement of the educa-
tion scctor the deficiency of
which is reflected in the poor

(SI1X)

Re-living death twice over Justice for baby
Sainpymar Jr.

ByA. D. Gaslinga

Different cultures have
their tradition of how they
perform the last rites of the
deceased member of the
community. In the Hynficw
Trep society, too. different
sub-tribes have their rites of
passage and these could vary
from one placc to another.
People have their way of
disposing of the body of the
dead; some cremate their
dead while othersbury them,
but when it comcs to the
culture related to the dead,
the people in the Khasi JaAlia
hills follow a tradition that is
unique to the area.

An opportunity to
strengthen the
family bond

Amongst the people in the
Khasi and Jafltia region, the
demise ofa person is not only
considereda very unfortunate
incident, but it is also an op-
portunity for the near and
dearones and the community
to extend their moral and
physical support to the be-
reaved family. Bereavement
is an occasion for family and
friends to show solidarity
with the family and most
importantly it demonstrates
the continuation of the un-
derlining value system of the
common good or well-being
ofall. Perhaps our society is
the only one where when a
person dies, the body is kept
lying in state for two days
and the reason is to enable
family members and friends
to pay their last respects to
the departed soul

The passing away of a
member of the family is
a special time and friends
and relatives must visit the
bereaved family. It is about
reinvigorating the relation-
ship of the ‘kur the kha*
family both from the mother’s
and the father's side. It isalso
a time for the ‘Para marjan
marpa’ (friends and neigh-
bours) to strengthen their
bond of friendship by sharing
their time and resources in
sympathy for the bereaved
family.

Hie death o fany member
of the community is being
sharedand respected by soci-
ety and in fact, the deceased
person receives much more
honour at the time of death
than whilestill alive. Perhaps
there is no other community
that gives more honour to
the deceased person than the
tribal society. Therefore ir-
respective ofhow one lives, it
is an honour to die in a tribal
society. The honour given to
the dead is one aspect of the
socicty which is unique but
it is also about revitalizing
both the family and the com-
munity’s relationship. Itisan
example that demonstrates

performance of our students
in the SSLC examinations
year after year and high per-
centage of school dropouts.
All said and done, the
Stale needs comprehensive
and progressive policies in
all sectors which encour-
age healthy competition.
This will enable it to fulfil
the ambitious target of the
Meghalaya government of
becoming a 10 billion dollar
economy by 2027-28 and
become one of the leading
states in India.
Yours etc.,
J. Lyngdoh
Via email

Establishing a
Standardized
Payment System
for Election-

related Work
Editor.
1am writing to draw at-
tention to a pressing issue
that deserves public aware-

By 1111 Mollmien

the relationship in which not
only the family but even the
community shares and cares
foreach other

In the Hynficw Trep cul-
ture, at the center of all the
practice relating to the demise
ofthe person i>the important
principle of the common
good. It is the value which
believes in the well-being of
one is good :or everybody
which is an intrinsic part of
the culture o fihe people.

The last rites are
not the end

The last riteso fa person is
as much about the dcccascd
person, as itisa special occa-
sion for the kith and kin that
arc still alive When some-
body in the family dies all the
kithand kin must be informed
notonly so that they can pay
their last resp;cts to the de-
parted soul, but it can also be
an opportunity to rekindle the
relationship. Ihe visitduring
bereavement it also an oppor-

in the ossuary. Amongst the
Pnar there is the tradition
called 'rah chyicfi or booh
chyiciV and amongst the
War Jafttia. it is called ‘lum
shyiang' a tradition in which
the charred bones o fthe dead
person are kept in the clan's
ossuary. The final rites of
the deceased are completed
only when the charred bones
are finally laid to rest in the
clan’s ossuary.
Defiling nature is a taboo
In the Hynficw Trep tradi-
tional beliefsystem, the hills,
the forest, and the rivers arc
not just part of nature, but
they arc deities that people
pay obeisancc to. People
seldom bury but rather cre-
mate their dead becausc they
believe that burying the dead
is defiling nature which is the
dwelling placc of the nature
gods. “Ki rynkaw ki basa’are
not only important deities in
the Hynficw Trcp people's
pantheon of god« but they

“The last rites o fa person also comprise
o frituals *a siang kapha or the siang ka
pliur "which is an offering o ffood to the
departed members o fthefamily who dwell
in the realm o fthe spirit. In Jahtia Hills in
some cases, the last rites o fthe deceased do
notend with the person being cremated. The
final rites are complete and the departed soul
canfinally restin peace only when all the
rituals are completed. ”

tunity to introduce relatives
to one another. In the Khasi
Pnar tradition, the last rites of
a personarc m>rc thanjustan
occasion for sending off the
dead person to the next life
The last rites ofa person also
comprise of rituals ‘ka siang
ka pha or the siang ka phur’
which is an orTcring of food
to the departed members of
the family who dwell in the
realm of the spirit. In Jafitia
Hills in some eases, the last
rites of the dcccascd do not
end with the person being
crematcd. The final rites are
complete uuc the depuilcd
soul can finally rest in peace
only when all the rituals arc
completed.

Cremation i<not the end
ofa persor s last rites
Traditionally cremation

is done in a spccial way
that ensures tkat the charred
bones ofthe dcccascd person
remain and the same arc to be
collected for cceping in the
clan's ossuary. In the Pnar
and War cremation practices,
care is taken Ihat not every-
thing turns to ashes sincc the
charred bonesarc to be kept

quired to be present from 10
am. until 9 pm. or 10 p.m
oreven later. Moreover, there
were instances when em-
ployees had to arrive before
10 a.m. and leave the office
after midnight. Additionally,
they were expected to work
on weekends, including Sat-
urdays and Sundays. The toll
on their physizal and mental
health was substantial, as
they had to work for long

are also territorial deities.
The ‘ryngkaw and the basa’
keep and look after their do-
main and carc for those who
live within their domain. A
person or a family is always
connccted to their respective
‘ryngkaw* o the deity whose
realm is the placc from where
the clan originated

People also avoid carrying
the dead bodies from one
place to another or crossing
the realm of one deity to
anotherbccausc this amounts
to defiling the sanctity o f the
‘ryngkaw*. If defiling the
sanctity of tlic 'i)iiyka»* b
unavoidable and the body
has to be carried across, the
‘ryngkaw’ has to be appeased
later. Hence people always
carry the charred bones in-
stead which is not the same
as carrying a dead body
Families prefer to cremate
their relatives at the placc
where they died and instead
cany the charred bones later
to tix*clan’s ossuary which is
located within the domain of
their respective ryngkaw.'

Therefore when a person
dies in faroffplaces or in the

regardless of the office to
which they were assigned
Implementing a consistent
payment structure would not
only acknowledge the col-
lective efforts and sacrifices
made by all employees, but it
would also promote fairness
and motivate future election
workers. By fostering an
environment of unity and
appreciation, such a step
would uplift the morale of
government employees and

hours and also had to copc
with signifi reduced
sleep for neary a month. As
dedicated government em-
ployees. they wholeheartedly
supported the Government's
endeavor lo conduct a suc-
cessful election. However, it
was also theirhopc that their
dedication and commitment
would be recognized through
an honorarium for their re-
lentless efforts and extended
working hours.

Regrettably, it is sad to
learn that some Election
Offices paid generous hono-

ncourage their
dedication.

I sincerely request the

Government to take prompt
action in regulating hono-
rarium payments for all em-
ployees engaged in election
work. Itis essential to ensure
that everyone receives the
same amountofhonorarium,
thereby recognizing their
invaluable contributions to
the successful execution of
the election process. | believe
that addressing this issue will
not only demonstrate the

rariums to thsir
and others assigned to them

Government’s
to equitable treatment but

ness and the government's
immediate attention. The
recently concludcd Legisla-
tive Assembly F.lcction was
undoubtedly a significant
event for our State, and |
would like to express my
gratitude toall the employees
engaged in election work,
who worked tirelessly to en-
sure its success. Working dur-
ing the election period was
an incredibly demanding and
hectic cxpericnce forgovern-
ment employees engaged in
election work. The working
hours were almost doubled,
with employees being re-

rk,
Election Offices paid con-
siderably smaller amounts
and some others did not pay
any honorarium at all. This
inconsistency has caused
widespread disappointment
and frustration among those
who worked diligently to
support the electoral process.
In light of these disparities,
1 urge the Government to
establish a fairand standard-
ized system for honorarium
payments. It iscrucial that all
employees engaged in elec-
tion work within our State
reccive equal compensation.

also bolster p
in the administration. The
hard work and dedication
of government employees
should be duly acknowledged
and rewarded, fostering a
stronger bond between the
Government and its work-
force
Yours ctc..
H. Passah,
Jowai

Dark Movies.

Editor.

In the past one or two
years, we have witnessed the

‘ryngkaw para’or the domain
of foreign ‘ryngkaw’, their
body or at least their charred
bones have to be taken to the
ossuary located within the
realm of their ‘ryngkaw’ of
origin. The charred bones
have to be taken to the realm
of their deities or the ryn-
gkaw’ they belong to. The
final rest o fthe person has to
be under the realm of the dei-
ties to which they originally
belong.
When cremation is
performed twice

The traditional practicc in
the War Jaifitia area which is
different even from the rites
practiced in the other places is
the practicc of cremating the
dead twice oxer. The last rites
ofa personate re-enacted and
the cremation is performed
again after the real cremation
was done a year ago. In the
“rah chyicfi’amongst the Pnar
although it is only the charred
bones that arc being carried
and kept lying in state at the
respective family’s ‘Yung
blai’. the customs and modes
arc sombre similar to when
the dead body is present.

“Rah chyicfi or lum shy-
iang" is always performed
a year after the real crema-
tion happened, but unlike
the ‘rah chyicfi’ of the Pnar
in the tradition followed by
residents of Nongtalang the
entire cremation ceremony
is earned out. As always real
cremation is conducted im-
mediately after the demise
of the person but becausc it
was done in the domain of
the foreign ‘ryngkaw para’ it
wasconductcd without proper
rituals. A year latereven in the
abscncc of the dead body, a
‘krong’ (a bamboo stretcher
for carrying the dead body) is
made and the same is canicd
to the cremation ground and
friends and family march in
a procession similar to when
the real cremation happens
At the cremation groundeven
ifthereis no dead body, all the
rituals due for a dead person
are performed and after all
the rituals arc performed the
charred bones arc kept in the
ossuary and a standing is
crected in the case of a male
and a fiat stone is laid in the
ease ofa female person. Al-
though there is no dead body
becausc the dcccascd was
crematcd a year ago. of even
if the ceremony is performed
a year or more after the per-
son’s demise, the cremation
is conductcd as if it is a real
cremation.

Perhaps it is the only place
where the cremation ccremo-
ny of a person is performed
twice; one immediately after
the person dies and another a
year later in a tradition callcd
*tai shyiang’.

release o fmany controversial
commercial movies in India.
These movies have consis-
tently hurt the religious faith
of the Indian people, fueling
discord between Hindus and
Muslims. Recently, a movie
titled "The Kerala Story’ was
released on May 5, 2023.
which falsely claimed that
'32.000 girls' were forced into
conversion. This iscomplete-
ly inaccurate. Additionally,
a movie called "Adipurush’
was released a coupic of days
ago, which has offended the
sentiments of a majority of
Hindus.

Itis important to note that
the individuals behind these
mov ics do not have any genu-
ine love forany religion; they
simply exploit religion for
their own benefit. We should
distance ourselves from such
movies and express our dis-
pleasure. If we wish to leam
about any topic, wc should
rely on books as they arc the
best way to gain knowledge,
unlike these movies that lack
real information. The Gov-
ernment of India should take
action against the makers of
such movies and consider
banning them to protect our
country from these harmful
influences.

Yours etc.,
SK Rasidul.
Via email

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the reqisite
<Jaatiewll bo published

Five years on from the
horrific murder ofa three-
week old baby boy. family
members, friends and cam-
paigners still await justice
as backloghas led to delays
in trials...

Who can forget the hor-
rific incideal which shook the
entire Norih Easton 19 June
20187 As residents of Mis-
sion Compound were sound
asleep, notorious crook Clar-
cnce Jason Rajcc. jealous and
in rage after his wife had left
him for another man, barged
into the house of his ex-
wifc at about 2.30 a.m. and
brutally assaulted her. The
diabolical ex-husband then
snatched the baby boy from
her, broke his limbs and later
choked amidrowned him ina
bucket o f cold water.

Clarence or Joey Charso
Bees (Joey 420) as he is
infamously known injail for
camming people i>a uutoii-
ouscrook involved ina scries
of crimes in Meghalaya as
well as ojtsidc the state.
He was arrested in 2017 in
a kidnapping case and was
out on bail at the time of the
murder and rcarrested for
the third time in a fraud case
in 2021 whereby he sold a
stolen Audi car for Rs. 17
lakh. Some people have also
alleged tint Rajcc was in-
volved in several job scams

period of uncertainty and
anxiety. They may have to
relive their experiences by-
giving evidence in court,
and delays can make this
cxperience even more dif-
ficult. Victims may feel like
justice is being delayed or
denied, and this can have
a negative impact on their
mental health and wellbe-
ing. Delays can also affcct
victims” ability to move on
with their lives. They may-
be unable to access support
servicesor seek closure until
the case is resolved. Thiscan
impact their ability to work,
maintain relationships, and
take care of their families.
Furthermore, delays in the
courts can also impact the
criminal justicc system as a
whole. Itcan cause backlogs
in the court system, which
can lead to longer waiting
times for trials and a higher
risk of eases being dropped
due to lack of resources or
witnesses

So what needs to be
done?

Swift justice can only be
achieved by streamlining the
legal proccss. investing in
Courts and reducing unnec-
essary delays by increasing
recruitment and retention.
The only way to deal with
the backlog is to build more
courts. There arcdozens and

“As alaw student, I understand that the
District Courts backlog in the state of
Meghalaya has been a significantissuefor
the criminaljustice system herefor many
years, with the number o foutstanding cases
increasing to unprecedented levels. The
backlog has led to delays in trials andjustice
being served, and ithasplaced a significant
burden on the criminaljustice system. ™

promising them government
jobs and dubbing them of
lakhs o f rupees.

So why the delay in con-
viction of criminals such as
Clarence Jason Rajcc?

A.ia law student, | un-
derstand lhat the District
Courts backlog in the state
ofMeghalaya has been a sig-
nificant issjc for the criminal
justice system here for many
years, with the number of
outstanding cases increasing
to unprecedented levels, flic
backlog has led to delays
in trials and justicc being
served, anj it has placcd a
significant burden on the
criminal justice system. Dis-
trict Courts in the slate hears
several types of eases from
petty to serious criminal
cases such as murder, rape,
and robbery. The backlog in
courts mejns that cases are
taking longer to be heard, and
trials arc being delayed.

The 2020 Covid-19 pan-
demic has had a significant
impact on the Meghalaya
court system too. with many
hearings and trials being
postponed or moved online
Social distancing measures
have also led to rcduccd ca-
pacity in ccurtrooms. leading
to longer waiting times for
trials to be heard. The back-
log hasalso been cxaccrbatcd
by the increased use o fdigital
evidence, which requires ad-
ditional time and resources
to process.

Ihe impact o fthe backlog
is felt mostacutcly by victims
of crime* and their families,
who may haveto wait months
oreven years forjustice lobe
served. Defendants arc also
affected, as delays can result
in lengthy periodsofremand
which can have a detrimental
impact on their mental health
and well-hnng. The Megha-
laya Government is yet lo
come up with steps to ad-
dress the backlog, including
to provide additional funding
and recruiting more staff to
support the court system

Even though the use of
technology as a solution to
the backlog such as virtual
hearings and video confer-
encing has helped to reducc
waiting times and increase
the efficiency of the court
system, however, concerns
have been raised about the
potential impact on the qual-
ity ofjustice, particularly in
cases where a defendant's
liberty is a: stake.

For victims, delay6in the
courts can mean a prolonged

dozens of cases each week
that do not go ahead due
to lack of courl space. The
only way to reduce this is to
invest in new court centers.

Creation ofa designated
email addroes managed by
judges for urgent requests
and actions such as bail
variations, extensions to file
documents and ancillary
orders can also help. Ap-
plications can be made on
paper, and judges can make
orders and serve by email.
These hearings arc to be
remunerated the same as if
the hearing was in person as
full and proper responses to
application arc required.

The District Courts back-
log in Meghalaya is a sig-
nificant issue that requires
urgent action. The delays
injustice being served have
a profound impact on vic-
tims. defendants, and the
wider criminal justice sys-
tem. While some measures
have been taken to address
the backlog, more needs
to be done to ensure that
justice is served swiftly and
efficiently, and more money
needs to be spent to achieve
this. Justice for defendants
and victims can only be
achieved if it is swift. Swift
justice acts as a deterrent to
crime, as potential offenders
are aware that they will be
punished quickly if caught.
This can lead to a reduction
in crime rates

Additionally, victims fed
that their cases have been
heard and resolved quickly,
providing them with a sense
of closure, satisfaction and
reassurance. And most im-
portantly swift justicc is an
essential element of the rule
of law, ensuring that justicc
is served promptly and that
individuals arc held account*
able for theiractionswithout
spending many months on
bail or on remand. It cannot
be said the current state of
the justicc system is one
that is delivering justicc to
socicty. Itis hoped the MDA
2.0 government will con-
sider this when considering
its priorities in government
as it is clear, investment
in the system is needed to
put Meghalaya on par with
otherstates who do not seem
to have a huge backlog of
eases.

(A.1). Cashnga is a law
student and blogger. She
is originally from Jowai,
Meghalaya researches on
various topics including
women and child rights
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The best thinking has been done in solitude.
The worsthas been done in turmoil. ”

Thomas A. Edison
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Environment versus livelihoods
IT is ironic that Cyclone Biparjoy that struck
Gujrat and the adjoining states recently did not
claim a single life despite the fury wilh which it
hit these states. This is because of the prepared-
nessofthe cyclone prone states. Compare this to
Meghalaya where the heavy rains are not a new
phenomenon. Mere in the past one week a few
lives are lost lo landslides and drowning. The
state is totally unprepared to deal with natural
disasters despite these being annual events.
L-arly warning messages to warn the population
residing in vulnerable areas could have prevent-
ed these deaths. Is it not the briefof the North
East Space Application Centre (NESAC) with
its myriad capabilities to focus on scientific data
that warns of cyclones which are likely to hits
the region; undue heavy rains that could rcsults
in landslides £nd other calamities? NESAC is
located within the region to assist the eight states
to cope better with unprecedented weather con-
ditions and also how weather and climate will
impact on agriculture etc. Even without much
scientific knowledge, the monsoons and sud-
den cloudbursls have always resulted in rivers
being in spate and carrying off homes, humans
and animals thereby causing huge preventable

losses.

An early warning telling people to avoid
fishing trips and expeditions close to rivers
and areas that are landslide prone should have
been sent out loud and clear. Last year too,
the cloudbursts resulted in several deaths and
homes being destroyed. This should not have
happened in the 21st century when technology
can assist in several ways and disasters can be
managed better. Much has been spoken about
disaster preparedness and many disaster drills
have been conducted from time to time but the
lessons leamt are not imbibed.

Another tragedy wailing to happen in Me-
ghalaya is the collapse of hills that have been
over-exploited for limestone and boulders. This
loosening ofthe soil over large areas in the West
Jaintia Hills and East Khasi Hillsalong Shella-
Bholaganj are frightening portends of what
could happen ifthe hills come falling down and
the lossof lives that could occur. Meghalayaasa
state is indulging in unsustainable quarrying and
mining. There appears to be no regulations in
place. Most rivers are heavily silled due to sand
mining. In the winters these rivers almost run
dry. These are already warning signs ofimpend-
ing climate disasters but other than the judiciary
which has intervened in this man versus nature
clash the State Government has done precious
little to halt the destruction to aquifers that are
sources of water due to mindless quarrying.
World Environment Day is an empty rhetoric
if destructive forces are not reined in before

it's too late.

Switching to
CBSE not the
solution

Editor.

Avncr Pariat il his fea-
tured article,.’ Wc (urgently)
Need Liberal Education (ST
June 17.2023) has made me
contemplate more on the first
half rather than on the sug-
gestions because, personally.
I feel nothing will conic of it
no matter what is suggested
to the Government.

Pardon me tiien if I,
through Letters to the Edi-
tor, respond to Avner Pariat’s
‘article and not through the
email given. Perhaps some
time later I'll get in touch
with the author. Establish-
ing what Liberal F.ducation
truly is. sets the tone to his
write-upand the background
to what | have to say vis-a-
vis CBSE & ISC affiliated
schools.

Rightuptothceirly 1070s.
ISC was a School Kducation
Board to be reckoned with
and CBSE passed off as a
pale third option with state
boards taking the second
place. ISC was commonly
known as ScniorCambridge
in my time bccausc it was
affiliated to the University
of Cambridge, UK and our
certificatcs were Ksued un-
der The Council for The
Indian Schools Certificate

Examination by the Local
Examination Syndicate, UK.
Yessuch schools carried the
elitcst and snobbish tag in
‘mainland' India, (for lack of
an appropriate word). Let's
notbe indenial. Wcdid have
an air about ourselves as
products of ISC. But look at
the large numberofthe IAS,
IPS. Armed forces, policc.
andall Indian Administrative
appointees! They were all
products of ISC schools!

And | honestly believe
that was what the Liberal
Education system brought
about or rather produced! I'm
certainly amenable to other
opinions!

Currently the CBSE has
overtaken all school boards.
Over the years the Indian
government has tuned and
fine-tuned the curriculum
and system. They had to
break the stranglehold o f1SC
brand of alumni that were
well positioned in all fields
of employment and were
powerful

So much so. today en-
trance examinations to all
government professional
collegesdovetail with CBSE
giving them an edge over
other boards and allowing
papers to be written in Hindi
too! Thereafter, the rapid
switch over of schools to
CBSE began. Given what the
governmentis doing through
CBSE,'which is itself be-
coming anti- scientific and

hat Meghalaya can
learn from Manipur

1 has been more (turm
month now, and ihe crisis
in Manipur does not appear
Io be showing any signs of
abating. Reconciliation will
eventually have to happen,
butitis going to be very diffi-
cultwhen innocent lives have
already been lost, and thou-
sands of people have been
displaced from areas they

a

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

about their families.

The crisis in Manipur,
especially tlic visuals of
burning houses and dead
bodies, reminded me of my
memories fron the turbulent
90s. Itwasdur ng thisdecade
that Shillong, including my

P y their
home. There has already
been a lot of discussion on
what might have sparked the
crisis and its antecedents by
examining the history of the
tribal-non-tribal divide in the
state. Although | have some
knowledge of the historical
and socio-political factors
atplay in this conflict, I will
refrain from commenting
on it. 1 believe that during a
calamity such as this, where
mistrust and the dangers of
misinfonnation arc so wide-
spread, dissecting the crisis
can happen later. Right now,
helping those affected by the
conflictand doing all that we
can to bring back peace to the
state is more important.

I have been to Manipur
only oncc. but I do have a
lotof friends from the state,
both from among the Meitci
and the Kuki-Zomi com-
munities. In fact, they were
some of my closest friends
during my days in the univer-
sity when | was pursuing my
PhD. When the clashes first
started, there were reports of
an IRS ofiiccr. a Kuki-Zomi
being dragged out of his of-
ficeand killed by a mob. The
news was already upsetting,
but the fact that the name
sounded similar to the name
ofa Kuki-Zomi friend I know-
made me very distressed
It was only when 1 saw the
picture of the deceased that |
was relieved to find out that
he was not the one | knew.

Though | had a few
Kuki-Zomi friends, 1 was
much closer to the Meitei
community. Among them,
there were three friends who
stayed in the same hostel
with me. and we became
very good friends. Only one
of them completed his PhD,
while the other two returned
to Manipur. One is now an
oflicer in the Manipur Gov-
ernment. while the other has
started his own resort. We
have tried to keep in touch
with one another but not
as much as we would have
liked to. A lot of itis my fault
sincc 1 can be a little aloof.
Recently, lwas able to talk to
oneofthem, and itwas good
to know that he was alright.
lam trying to get in touch
with the other two as well.
My ardent hope is that the
crisis ends soon, so that Ican
visit Manipur to meet them,
reminisce about the old days
in the university, and inquire

uncritical.’ state boards arc
now riding the CBSE wave
and adopted with adaptations
in Social Studies particular-
ly, to fall in line. Suites like
Sikkim and Arunachal are
totally CBSE. The future of
our students arc now CBSE
controlled. And Meghalaya
willjoin the bandwagon with
a ‘customised’ version as the
Advisor, to the Government
proclaims! To quote Avner
Pariat on MBOSE."... paraly-
sed by inane bureaucracies,
obsession with logistics and
vested interest.'is the rut that
they will not get out of.

So can Liberal Education
swim against the cesspool
of morass that's happening?
Will our students continue
to be disadvantaged by weak
leaders o f the state who can-
not humble themselves and
give priority to education?

Yours ctc.
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - i9

Domestic
workers
demand: It’sa
mutual thing

Editor,

The All Meghalaya
Domestic Workers Union
(AMDWU). has oncc again
requested the state govern-
ment to initiate compulsory

of
experienced a high level of
disturbance, with at least
two riots takirg place. | viv-
idly recall the Jay the rioting
started. Itwas n the evening,
and | was at a friend's house
when we hcanl the news that
trouble had broken outin the
market place. | was quickly
asked to returnhome. When |
reached home all my family
members were already there.
We were deeply concemed
about our safety since our
house was not very far from
the main road. Around 8:30
pm. we collectively decided
to leave our house and cross

| stayed there for a while,
but restlessness overtook me,
and Idecided to make a run
for it. Once 1 was confident
that there were no police of-
ficers nearby, I ran out of my
house and crossed the river.
It was then that | witnessed
the police chasing some men
on the side of the river, near
the waterfall. Throughout
this time, | was unaware
that | was only 12 years old
and that the authorities were
targeting adults, not some-
one of my age. Eventually, |
returned to my house, where
my mother was relieved to
see me.

Soon, die situation calmed
down, and the curfew was
lifted, but normalcy had
not yet returned. This was
a time when militancy was
prevalent and at its height. |
witnessed the sight of dead
bodies, individuals who had

“Had Meghalayafaced a similar scenario where
both the Meitei and Kuki-Zomi communities are

heavily armed, it is quite possible that | would
not be ali\e today. As a 12-year-old armed only
with a wait, what could | have done against
automatic weapons? Therefore, it is crucial that
Meghalaya does not follow that path. ™

the river to go to the other
side where it might be safer.
Weall stepped out of the
house, and from there, we
could see a shop engulfed in
flames on the other side of
the road. Our family gath-
ered. prepared to leave the
house and find a safer loca-
tion. 1held <wait (Khasi
machete) in ivy hand, ready
to protect myself and my
family in case of an attack
Despite the night not being
cold. | remember my body
shivering intensely due to
fear and excitement. 1was
only 12 years old at that
time, and 1didn't know what
would have happened if we
were attacked. Would | have
been able to save my family
or would | have perished
alongside then? Fortunately,
I'didn't have to find out the
answer to that question. The
commotion eventually died
down, and we returned to our
house. The fo lowing day. a
curfew was arnounced.
During such tense situa-
tions. rumourstend to spread
rapidly. One particular rumor
that persisted was about the
police arresting men from
their homes. One day. we
heard that the police were
coming to ou: locality. My
mom asked me to hide under
the bed so that the police
wouldn't be able to find me.

registration of all domes-
tic workers as well as fix
minimum wages for them.
In these times when priccs
of essential commodities
are on the rise, one feels
that there is a need for the
employers to mdcrstand the
demand for higher wages as
well. Likewise, in this busy
world, where time flics, the
need of having helping hands
has increased and is felt by
many. To engage domestic
help had been and is still a
common phenomenon. What
must be mutually understood
by both the employers and
the help is va uc for money.
If employers agree to pay
thedemandedwage, then the
help must also understand
that they equally need to be
sincere with dieir work. No
employer will grudge the
pay as long a? the outcomes
is satisfactory,

The way things arc now,
domestic help seem to be a
little callous about their du-
ties. Those who come foran
hour at times take a day off
without infonning the em-
ployers. When this happens,
everything gees out of gear
for the employers, especially
if they are working them-
selves. The expectation of
the employcn is for the lost
hours to be compensated for
either by an addition of the
lost hour or a deduction of
thatday’s wage. While some
helpers do agree to make up

been shot in the head, sup-
posedly for refusing to pay
extortion. There were also
charred bodies of militants
killed in encounters, and
stories circulated of bodies
being disposed of in drains
I did encounter a couple of
such dead bodies myself,
although I cannot say for
certain whether they were
killed by militantsor died of
natural causes. However, the
fear ofbeing killed or caught
in the crossfire was always
present.

Over the years, things
became quieter, although wc
do experience flare-upsevery
now and then, especially the
reeent clashes that occunred
in Punjabi Lane. I vividly
rememberone incident when
1 was traveling from Lang-
sning towards Khyndailad
Policc Bazar. | was accom-
panied by a friend, and as
we walked along the main
road, we noticed young men
wearing masks gathering
and piling up stones along
the road. They had removed
tiles from the pavement and
piled them together in the
middle of the road, creating a
roadblock. Both o fus sensed
that trouble was brewing, so
we decided to avoid the main
road and instead take short-
cuts through smaller lanes
to reach Khyndailad. When

for the hour many refuse to
do so and rcfiisc the have a
pay cut. Ifit'sjust fora day,
employerswill try to manage
things but at times they tend
to stay away for four days to
a week. Asemployers, they
will haveto look foralterna-
tive temporary’help forwhich
money will have to be paid
for the work done. Again,
one also wishes to state that
in times of sickness, one is
certain that employers have
been understanding and will
bear no grudges against their
helpers.

Another difficulty that
employers facc is when the
domestic helpers do notgive
any prior notice before leav-
ing their job. At times they
would simply say that they
will no longer come to work
from the next day. Isn’t this
lack o fresponsibility and re-
liability on their part? There
are also those who do not
like being corrected for work
not done satisfactorily. In
case one corrccts them there
is a good chance that you
will not sec them the next
day. Employers are placcd
in ‘such a position that they
are made to endure all their
misdemeanours because the
helpers know that they arc
very much needed

With live-in-domestic
helpers, besides being paid
their wages they also ask
for restand weekly day-off.
Well, no employer must be

wec arrived at the market,
we went to a shop to have
some tea.

As we were sipping our
tea, we suddenly heard the
sounds of tear gas being
fired. The entire market pan-
icked, and the shop owner
mshed into the shop, urging
us to leave so she could
close up. We stepped out-
side and witnessed people
running in our direction
Our initial thought was that
cither the policc were chas-
ing the crowd or that the mob
from Jaiaw-Langsning (the
epicenter of the violence)
had reached Khyndailad
However, it soon bccamc
apparent that neither of those
scenarios had occurred. The
people had simply panicked
upon hearing the shots fired
by the police. After some
time, the situation gradually
ealmed down, although the
potential for another erup-
tion remained, as a wrong
move could rcignite tensions.
Subsequently, there was the
Cheristerficld Thangkhiew
encounter incident, which
oncc again heightened ten-
sion in the city. Some youths
managed to seize a policc
vehicle and snatched weap-
ons. brandishing them while
driving through Mawlai

Meghalaya has experi-
enced its share o f violent sit-
uations. but fortunately, they
did not escalate to the extent
seen in Manipur, where a
situation akin to civil war
has developed. llad Megha-
laya faced a similar scenario
where both the Meitci and
Kuki-Zomi communities
are heavily armed, it is quite
possible that 1would not be
alive today. Asa 12-ycar-old
armed only with a wait, what
could I have done againstau-
tomatic weapons? Therefore,
it is crucial that Meghalaya
docs not follow that path.
To prevent such a situation,
peace must be pursued at any
costs, and all stakeholders in
society must challenge divi-
sive ideologies before they
engulf the state in flames.
This responsibility becomes
doubly important for those
ofuswho have lived through
the challenging times of the
past, with mere luck allow-
ing us to stand here today,
recount the stories of what
happened and speculate on
what could have transpired.
If the lessons from Manipur
arc not heeded, it would be a
tragedy for Meghalaya, spe-
cifically, and for the region
as a whole. I sincercly hope
that such a scenario docs not
come to pass

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflectin
any way his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

s0 inhuman as to not allow
them to take a break but in
spite of this what is irksome
isagain these helpers do not
stick to the verbal contract
and leave after few weeks or
even months. Is this fair?
Hence if domestic help
arc to be registered and the
government is to fix their
wages then the government
should also chalk out cer-
tain rulesand regulations in
order to maintain fairness in
the dealings among the two
parties. One is not being
critical or even demeaning
to the domestic helpers bc-
causc our needs arc mutual
but experience makes one
speak about the one-sided
arrangement. Just as the All
Meghalaya Domestic Work-
ers' Union (AMDWI iarc
working towards safeguard-
ing the rights of their fel-
low workers, employers are
equally anxious to see that
the AMDWC also safeguard
the interests of the employ-
ers and address the erratic
behaviour of their fellow
workers and not turn a blind
eye to the shortcomings of
their members.
Yoursctc.,
Jenniefcr Dkhar.
Via email

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

Tod BJP leadership including PM &
Amit Shah are on trial in Manipur

The BJP’s standing in NE
region gets big jolt after
ethnic riots in the state

By Ashis Biswas

During the past few
weeks, Narcndra Modi Gov-
ernments decisions and
peacc-premoting initiatives
relating to the Manipur cth-
nic riots have only rekindled
old controversies, instead of
helping todcfuscthc volatile
situation. Worse, most com-
munities whether tribal or
non tribal, now seem scepti-
cal of the centre's intentions
and long term objectives in
the troubled region.

An increasing sense of
frustration among the re-
gion's p’oplc living be-
yond Manipur's borders,
especially in Nagaland and
Mizoram over the centre’s
failure to restore law and
order even 47 days after the
initial caption of violence
on May I. is apparent. In
normal times, the situation
should have proved worri-
some for Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJ?) leaders whether
in Ylanipur or Assam.

What has angered most
people even more than the
substancc of GOI's initial
response to the Manipur
troubles, is its subsequent
casual hardlingofthe deadly
group clashes tlat continued.
Hie spind of violence was
allowed tocarry on for days,
until the political fallout
spreadnosonly to Manipur’s
neighbouring states, but to
Myanmaras well!

According to some NE-
bascd media reports. GOI of-
ficials had contacted authori-
ties in Naypitaw to make
sure that armed Kuki tribals
in Manipur did not get fresh
supplies ofweapons orother
help from their relatives
settled mostly in Myanmar
areas bordering India. Back
channel diplomatic methods
had been used.

While the response was
reportedly positive, people
familiar with NE politics
wore not particularly im
pressed. They pointed out
thateven during Myanmar’s
better times, successive rul-
ing Governments had hardly
notable administrative con-
trol over the activities of
various armed autonomous
tribal groups that lived close
to India's borders.

However, on a more posi-
tive note the West-backed
rebel National Unity Gov-
ernment (NUG) in Myanmar,
which ha* been engaged in a
long-amnd battle against the
ruling Army Junta headed by
Gen Min Illaing. appealed
to Kukis and related tribal
groups not to get involved
in India’s politics in any way.
let alone participate actively
to help oie of the warring
groups againstanother. They
also called upon tribals not to
engage in drugs and human
trafficking trade so prevalent
in the reg on.

It remains to be seen
how effective such appeals
arc in helping the return of
nonnalcy in Manipur. As of
now. even as the death toll
keepsrishg, simmering ten-
nhmistonlinuc among liiUals
and non- iribals. along with
occasional ambushes. This,
despite the recent additional
deployments o farmy. Assam
Rifles and other units, along
with increased patrollingand
search op;rations. State and
central law enforcing agen-
cies have reported the sei-
zure of significant amounts
ofweaporryand amis during
their operations.

The party that has suf-
fered the most in terms of
losing pelitical credibility
in the present situation is the
BIP. Apart from the party's
most prominent leader in
the NE region, Assam Chief
Minister, Himanta Biswa
Sarnia, there is no one who
enjoys the full backing o fthe
Delhi-based BJP leadership,
which remains the highest
administrative, political as
well as appellate authority.
In concree terms, everyone
isaware the two leaders who
really matter are the Prime
Minister Mr Narcndra Modi
and Union Home Minister.
AmitShai. Asstated before
in these columns, many felt
that the BJP leadership had
erred in making it clear that
they would deal with Ma-
nipur inc dents, which had

their bitter beginning on May
3, only after the Karnataka
Assembly elections results.
This had been made clear to
the delegation of Kuki BJP
MLAs and other tribal lead-
ers who desperately called
for protection against what
they alleged were non-tribal
group attacks occurring in
the state with the state ad-
ministration remaining in-
different.

Mr Shah made a two-day
visit after more deaths and
violence had occurred with
tribals now hitting back
against non-tribal Meitei
majority in some places.
He set up a committee to
monitor the situation and
make recommendations,
while ruling out the tribal
(I<*manil fora >a*panile 1 Ininn
territory. However, GOI
would also provide for better
security and opportunities
for the tribals as well, it was
reiterated.

While Mr Shah acted in
the manner expected of him
before quitting Manipur,
the arrangements he had
announced did not work
too well. Some members
of the so-called monitor-
ing committcc resigned,
for one reason or another,
to give only one example.
While not exactly making
a public announcement, the
central BJP leadership, left
it to Mr Sarma to carry on
the much-needed political
dialogue with all concerned
parties to defuse tensions
in Manipur. Between the
ruling Chief Minister Mr N.
Biren Singh, a BJP leader of
Meitci origin, and the tribal
opposition parties there was
no common ground letalone
minimum mutual trust, for
the time being.

Damaging disclosures
about how the Kukis and the
BJP had worked out a tacit
understanding to cniairc their
support for the saffron party,
alsocame to lighta few days
ago. Mr Sarnia, known for
his long standing links with
many outlawed militants
groups of the NE region as
a former secessionist ULFA
leader himself, had partici-
pated in such scerct talks,

Todate there hasbeen no
official response’cxplana-
tion from the Assam BJP
unit about such allegations
against the Chief Minister,
nuide by Congress leader Mr
Bhupcn Borah. There was
a call from 12 opposition
parties in Assam calling for
Sarnia's immediate arrest for
hisallcged links with banned
terrorist organisations

While the state BJP re-
mains on a sticky wicket
over such damaging media
reports, the majoranger and
disillusionment among the
people however, remains tar-
geted against Mr Modi and
Mr Shah, forunderstandable
reasons.

This can be judged clear-
ly from the views and bit-
ter tone of many articles
a>|n;aiiiig in the NE-baned
media, whether published
from Guwahati. Imphal or
Nagaland

Strongly attacking the
silence of the Prime Minis-
ter about Manipur incidents
even after the Karnataka As-
sembly elections were lost,
and no mention of Manipur
in the Mann-ki-baat ses-
sions, angry correspondents
have asked: Could Modi and
Shah have remained silent if
riots had broken out in New
Delhi or houses were being
set aflame in Gujarat? Ap-
parently what happened in
Manipur did not matter, the
culture o f Manipur, its vari-
ous communities and their
welfare was on no concern
lo the BJP-ruled Centre
It seemed Manipur did not
belong to India -+ so ran
the angry refrain in many
political columns and edi-
torials published in then NE
mainstream media.

It remains for the BJP
leadership to retrieve some-
how the loss of its general
credibility in the NE region,
resulting from an ugly com-
bination of liKlifTcrenec, Its
wrong policies and arguably
inefficient administration.
(IPA SerVice)
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“Ideologies se/>arate tis. Dreams
and anguish bring us together.”

— Eugene lonesco
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Eye on Bengal
WEST Bengal breathes politics and all else is
of secondary importance there. This was so
iindcr the decades-long rule of the Left and the
scenario remains unchanged under the TMC
dispensation too. The state is currently facing
intense heat over the panchayat polls on July
8, with the ruling Trinamool and the princi-
pal opposition, the BJP engaged in extensive
campaigning for over 75.000 seats. Chances
of massive violence cannot be discounted in
view of the aggressive nature of politics there.
In this context, the Supreme Court's nod on
Tuesday to allow deployment of central forces
there in addition to the local police force is a

wise decision.

It was natural for the TMC government led
by Mamata Bancrjcc to move the Supreme
Court and challenge a high court order in fa-
vour of central force deployment during the
ongoing campaign and the polling. While the
plea for central force deployment was made by

Opposi

n BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, this

could put the central forces in a tricky situa-
tion. Whichever way they act, accusations and
counter-accusations could follow. But, what’s
of urgency is to ensure peaceful polling. The
BJP has its concerns as the goons-brigadc of the
TMC had in the past demonstrated a proclivity to
browbeat voters and ‘capture* booths. Notably,
the popularity o fthe chiefminister remains high.
To her credit, Bancrjcc did not concede much

space to the oppo

on - be it the BJP or the

Congress or the down-and-out Leftas successive
elections in recent years have shown. The state
did give a substantial number of MP seats to
the BJP in the 2019 polls, but stood steadfastly
behind Bancrjcc in the assembly polls later.
The panchayat polls too might be a cakcwalk
for the ailing Trinamool. considering the hold
the CM has on the masses. But election results

are unpredictable.

Tlie result?! of llie piiiicluiyui |xjlis could prove
to be a foretaste of the upcoming parliament
polls 10 months hence, though both these polls
are materially different. The voters know as
much. Yet, the civic polls could test the extentof
growth the BJP achieved in the state after the last
assembly polls. There already is a polarization
ofpolitical forces in the state. The steady growth
for the BJP tncrc is at the cost of the Congress
and the Left. The goons ofthe Left arc now with
the TMC. giving it too much musclc-power. If
the BJP wins a sizable number of panchayats,
Bancrjcc will have a serious problem at hand.
She will haw to remain rooted in the state to
defend her fort rather than flying around and

fancying the PM’s post.

lctters to the Editor

Success story
of Trinity'
Saioo in
Lakadong
Farming

Editor,

Turmeric lovers all over
the world owe a debt of
gratitude to Trnily Saioo
whose name has bccome
synonymous with turmeric
in India. Lakadong turmcric
grown indigenously in the
Jaintia hills of Vtcghalaya,
is believed to be the gold
standard in commercially
sold turmeric. Lakadong
Turmcric owes its genesis
to Ms Trinity Saioo but the
story of Lakadong turmeric
is also the story of a group
of impoverished women
coming together to create
a sustainable economy for
themselves through farm-
ing.
Trinity Saioo is from
Mullieh Village. West Jain-
tia Hills District, Meghalaya.
She initially started farm-
ing to support her family.
In addition to being part
time farmer, she is also a
teacher at a vilagc school
in her district. Initially it
was a lLakachir. variety of
turmeric that was grown in
Mullicli Village. Huwcvci,

when Saioo came to know
ofa much superior quality
of turmeric i.e. Lakadong
turmeric, she started put-
ting more effort in creat-
ing awareness among the
farmers of the importance
of cultivating thi< particular
variety. And'in 2003 . this
Lakadong turmcric variety
got a boost through the sub-
sidies received under the
Spices Board. The Spice
Board of India made a major
contribution in helping herto
educate , preserve and pro-
mote the growth and cultiva-
tion of turmeric in the region
through the provision of
training programs, seminars,
study tours etc. Presently,
she is also a member of the
Spices Board since 2013 till
date. Trinity Saioo realized
that to attain a profitable
income from tunncric. she
had to engage the women
of the village in the grad-
ing . processing of turmeric
and eventually through the
subsidies received under the
Spice Board it led to bet-
ter marketing of Lakadong
turmeric. And today becausc
of her there arc about 100
self-help groups associated
with the life spice federation
led by Saioo. She also holds
the post of Assistant Gen-
eral Secretary for the Spicc
Federation and she was hon-
oured with the cxccllencc
in Horticulture award by

Indifference to
human suffering

Shekhar Gupta ofthe The
Print revealed that his epi-
sodes (videos and print) on
Manipur have lower reader-
ship and vicwcrship. This is
aclear indication o fa general
apathy of what is going in
the "Jewelled land”. For the
‘mainland’ India Manipur is
just one of the states in the
distant northeast, a region of
little significance.

Not even the horrify-
ing foolagcs of red llamcs.
smoke, burned homes,
churches and vehicles, at-
tractattention. Not the stories
of 'day and night' riots that
killed innocents left many
widowed and orphaned,
forced women and children
to fee. evoke emotion. Not
the reports of the number of
deaths and misplaced thou-
sands, prick consciences.
Not the crampcd. under-
stress relief and refugee
camps that lack acute food,
water and medicines, draw
empathy. Not the visit of the
home minister, Amit Shah
was important enough. Not
the fresh cycles of violence
where armed groups of the
majority community attack
villages ofthe others, not the
sight of women blocking or
confronting security forces,
not the arsons that torchcd
the house of state and union
ministersarc worth bothering
enough. Not the sound of
gunsaltd bullets shakes one’s
being. Not the description of
conflictas ‘ethnic cleansing’,
“civil war”, ‘genocide” and
“pogrom” is o f concern.

Over and above this wor-
risome indifference is the
total silence of the prime
minister. Narendra Modi.
silence is complicity to vio-
lence! For the BJP's elec-
toral wins PM found time
in February 2017 and 2022
bui spares no schedule for
a violence-ridden slate that
has seen 140 or more deaths,
displaced 50,000 residents,
turned 4,500 homes to ash-
es and the destroyed 249
churches. The ‘collapse of
the Cunstiluliuiial Machin-
ery". the demand for Presi-
dent's Rule, the failure of the
security forces under article
355, the actual separation of
Zo people (Kukis) and the
Meitcis arc not sufficient
reasonsto utteraword. Even
post the Karnataka elections
and the prompt visit to the
Odisha train tragedy to show
empathy there. Modi found
no space in his schedule for
the Manipur human disaster.
In his latest ‘'Mann ki Baat'
he talked of the cyclone in
Gujarat but was mum on the
“unending” wave o fviolence.
Asection ofthe Manipur citi-
zens broke their transistors
publicly in disgust. Even the
mov ing appeal from children
like 9- year old Deborah to
intervene has fallen on deaf

the Ministry of Agriculture

and Farmers Welfare. The

Government of India also

honoured her with the Padma

Shri in 2020 for leading in
tunncric farming

Yoursetc..

Iannum Shylla

Via email

Is Father’s Day
a significant
occasion?

F.ditor,

On every third Sunday of
June the whole world com-
memorates ‘Father's Day"
To have a perfect father is
impossible but having a
caring and loving one is a
blessing. For all these years
1've keenly observed how we
solemnise this day. To my
dismay I've likely found the
same thing being repeated
over and over, again. The
result is that the face of our
fathers in the family is al-
ways put behind the curtain.
Our fathers or perhaps men
lose their respcct from their
own kids and their kith and
kins. We tend to neglect their
sacrifices and hard-work.
Docs it happen becausc of
our matrilincal customs and
practices?

(low sad and pathetic it
is when Women’s Day or
Mother’s Day comcs the cn-

By Albert Thyrniang

cars.

When the prime minister
himself feels nothing for the
sufferings why should the
rest care? When he turns his
back Manipur will continue
tobum. Afterall. the location
is in a corner of the country.

Initially the national press
and television channels had
no time for the mayhem in
the state between Assam
and Myanmar The elections
in Karnataka were covered
comprehensively dedicating
much of the spacc for the
prime minister being show-
ered with rose petals in the
Bangalore raly. The media
focussed on ‘The Kerala
Story” but ignored the Chu-
rachandpur and Imphal eth-
nic clash. The PM’s spccch
in election bound Rajasthan
was telecast live but the vio-
lence in the BJP- ruled stale
was overlooked

The international media’s
reportage or, the Mcitci-
Kuki clash is quite sketchy.
Prominent television chan-
nels picked tp the May 3.
ethnic violence three to four
days later but have gone
almost silent now. The prim
and digital segments do give
a little more attention to the
new wave of mass killings
and swampirg of villages
by mobs aided by armed
wprivate armies’. It is also
noted that the international
media depend on their cor-
respondents in Delhi. No
reporter is present in Imphal
The government may have
declined them entry permit.

The reason for the mute
mode of the PM is not to be
seen as an endorsement of
the BJP government both at
the centre and the state. Bui
it is also a strategy to keep
the Manipur bloodshed under
wraps as much as possible.
Ifthe PM tweets more atten-
tion will be or the Myanmar
border state. The scrutiny
will be more htcnsc. Modi's
scheduled visit to the US is
from 20 June. His first slate
visit was set much before
the outbreak of the Manipur
violence. If there is an in-
ternational scrutiny on the
Manipur turiroil, the image
ofthe PM wil take a hit. So.
to keep up hi* international
image, silcnce is a deliberate
choice. It docs not matter if
Manipur continues to boil
provided his image is intact
abroad.

The new spell o violence
arc basically attacks on the
Kuki villages situated on
the foothills. Mobs by the
hundreds fron the Manipur
valley along with armed
groups would attack the vil-
lages late night or at dawn.
The villagers only try to
defend themselves. Gunfire

tire community and society
observes the tiiy animatedly.
Even the chutchcs do so. On
Mother's D*y most of us
would proudy put statuses
about our mothers and sto-
ries to share about our moth-
er's love However, with
regards to our fathers and
men in general wc tend not
to even know what the day
is about! The fact is that we
asa family aod society lack
respect for men. The idioms
that label men as ‘khat-ar
bor’ v/s the *>hi bor’ (power
of twelve versus power of
one) arc sometimes unpleas-
ant loo. As society wc fail
to recognise that men too
have their weaknesses and
the menial and emotional
disturbances they would be
going through. Often that is
the reason that they fall prey
to alcohol, substance abuse
and more.

My intention is to convey
that we as socicty must learn
to understand the weak mo-
ments of mo and the sac-
rifices that our fathers have
made. Wc must stand for
gender equality. Henccforth
let's give a b g shout out to
our fathers out there who arc
responsible <nd respectful,
and who had always given
their best in every aspect of
their roles as fathers.

Yours etc.,
Aiben B Xongrum.
Via email

would break out between the
rival groups. The volunteers
defending the villages arc
outnumbered. Their only
option is to flee but many
die fighting. Women and
children usually abandon
their houses for safer placcs
much before the fall of their
villages. In the meantime
a new tactic is employed
Mcitci women would Nock
the security forces to give
time to the attackers to ac-
complish their target. It is
sad that women who could
play a key role for pcacc arc
being used as human shields.
It s feared thesearc planned
assaults to drive the minority
tribes as far as possible from
the valley. The violence is
also now on the BJP as well
A union and slate minister’s
homes have come under at-
tack. Exchange of fire also
takes placc when the security
forces preventarmed groups
from proceeding to attack
villages. Casualties have
occurred

Why is the violence going
on unabated for more than
six weeks? Who is hell-
bent on continuing with the
arson? The blame is usually
on ‘mobs’. But who is mo-
bilising the mobs? Ground
sources point lingers at two
groups dubbed as ‘private
armies’, the Arambai Tcng-
gol and the Mcctci Lecpun
Members of these radical
Mcitci groups arc suspectcd
to be unleashing the “pre-
planned™ communal violence
up to this point. Allegedly
linked to the RSS these Ba-
jrang Dal like black T-shirt
clad men. spread hate and
terror. Sources reveal that it
is an open secret that these
groups arc supported by BJP
leader and chicfminister. N.
Bircn Singh. Pramot Singh,
chiefo ftlie Mcitci Lccpun. in
an interview, even threatened
to cxceute a *bigger blow”
that would wipe out a 15 km
Kuki dominated stretch The
“Mcitci Pride’ outfit warned
of ‘Civil War against the
“butsiders and "tenants” (not
indigenous to Manipur), the
Kukis. The organisation’s
leaderalso confessed that he
“worships” the chicf minis-
ter. The solution to Manipur
is to ban these radical groups
or at least disarm them (a
large number of sophisti-
cated arms were looted from
state policc commandos)
and remove N. Bircn Singh.
He is the problem and not a
solution.

One ofthe points stressed
overand over again is that the
Manipur madness has no reli-
gious angle. Then why were
ihe 249 churches targeted
systematically in the valley,
including Mcitci churches? A

Mother’s Day?

Editor.

We widely cclcbraic the
occasion of Mother’s Day
on the 2nd Sunday of the
month of May every year.
This day denotes the impor-
tance of being a mother and
the supreme love, sacrifice
and contribution she makes
for her children, to firstly
bring them into this world
and then for their upbringing
and well- being. But as wc
blindly cclcbratc Mother's
Day so fondly with photo-
graphs. sclfics, day outs,
competitions, gifts, events,
social media postsand so on
should we also not introspect
and question the very con-
ceptof "Mother’s Day?"

How can wc as children
have the audacity to observe
just one day in 365 days
as Mother’s Day, while wc
have always been at the
receiving end of her divine
love for each and every mo-
ment ofour lives? A mother
becomes a mother the day
she is told that she is preg-
nant. Immediately there is a
paradigm shift in her life as
she happily sacrifices all her
personal aspirations which
she dreamt to bccome right
from herearly childhood as
she now embrace* ihe era
of motherhood in the larger

church official has strongly
indicated the attacks were
pre-planned otherwise how
did mobs know the exact lo-
cations? Church officials arc
also being told not to rebuild
the places o f worship. Even
now churches arc being burnt
down. A narrative is also on
that the church destruction
was a reaction to Hindu
temples being destroyed
This is nol tmc. Flic media
has not shown any vanda-
lised temple. Local sources
say a roadside altar was
destroyed near Imphal but
the unfortunate incident took
place after the destruction of
churches, sometime towards
May end.

Mcitci Christians arc
coming out denying any
religious motive. At this
juncture when emotions and
ethnic arc high

(SI1X)

Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Selling Joy Sir?

Was reading with interest
that our Prime Minister’s
present visit to the US is
to boost India-US defense
industrial tics, and felt good
wc as a nation under the
PM were slowly becoming
sclf-rclian: in our defense
production. Then with quick-
ened interest | read that the
PM would also lead the
Yoga Day celebrations at
the UN!

I'm glad yoga is being
exported from India, and
that slowly the whole world
is realizing that attaining
peace and joy arc more im-
portant than even attaining
nuclear muscle. That peace
within can change the world
and make it more livable,
but again sn't the taste of
the puddirg in the eating?
Shouldn't we as the yoga
capital of the world be show-
ing tite worid that we Indians
through mediation arc the

this is cxpceted. They may
be under pressure. There
is no question of blaming
anyone but how docs a group
that believes in ‘love your
enemies’ commit atroci-
ties against fellow humans?
How do believers in ahinvsa
(non-violence) perpetuate
such a sustained violentact?
Religion is practised only
among kindred and during
peaceful times. How docs the
"Kanglcipak nation”, a civili-
sation dating back to 2.500
yearsago oreven prehistoric
period whose written consti-
tution was developed in the
early 12th century, come to
such a sorry state?

Most o f the media outlets
talk about the cthnic fault-
lincs. namely the cthnic and
religious compositions and
the plain and hill divide
besides issues like the ST de-
mand for Mcitcis, illegal mi-
grants, forests reserves and
poppy cultivation. But few
have dared to ask the right
questions. Rajdccp Sardcsai
hits asked whether both the
centrcand state governments
have blood on their hands:
whether the failure of the
“two engines” should lead to
the only option. President's
rule.  Karan Thapar has
questioned PM’s deafening
silence and whether the Ku-
Kis should get a separate ad-
ministration since the actual
separation has effectively
taken placc. In Imphal valley
and other Mcitci dominated
areas notasingle Kuki is left
behind. The same applies to
Churachandpur and other
Kuki dominated districts
where no Mcitci remains. At
the moment the return looks
impossible. Why not live as
good neighbours?

This paper has published
a numberofarticles on Ma-
nipur buteven among us who
arc in the same region the
apathy isas rcal as those be-
yond the ‘chicken's neck’

interest of her family. Some
mothers arc not even able
to pursue and resume their
professional carccrs with
the same intensity as their
primary responsibility is
the best upbringing for their
Kiifct. She* might gel a Url of
appreciation from her fam-
ily for that sacrifice but can
any amount of appreciation
in this world buy her those
golden years which she has
unilaterally dedicated to
moihcrhood? Despite all of
this, she continues to dedi-
cate every bit of her life for
her children through their
lifetime and 1 believe even
after that.

Hence if wc are blessed
with that Godly figure whom
we callasour Mother wheth-
er or not she lives with us
do wc have the courage to
wish her "Happy Mother’s
Day" on just one particular
day of the year? If there is
no Universal God’s Day in
this world, there cannot be a
Mother's Day too.

Yours etc..
Raghav Bajaj.
Via email

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on Ihis page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

most peace-loving people in
the world?

Am reading a delightful
book, called. ‘The Book of
Joy" which is a New York
Times Bestseller. The book
speaks about a wonderful
week which his holiness
the Dalai Lama and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu spent
together. IX'smond Tutu, be-
came the frst black Bishop
of a predominantly white
Anglican South African de-
nomination. It was a time
when the majority African

blacks had taken over their
country, but between Nelson
Mandela, and Tutu who he
appointed as head of the
Truth and Reconciliation
committee, they managed
to bring unity between the
majority blacks and the mi-
nority whiles who had previ-
ously been their rulers and
harsh administrators.

Archbishop Tutu won the
Nobel Peace Prize for his
great efforts.

We all know what the Da-
lai Lama Ins gone through.
Thrown oul o fhis homeland
Tibet by the Chinese, where
he reigned as the spiritual
head, he w2sgiven asylum in
India, but all that the world
secs through him, is a man
whobears nohatred or anger
towards Ctina butcontinues
to win people through his
messages of pcacc and his
spontaneous joy.

I there were two gigantic
leaders wlo had the right to
discuss methods of bringing
joy to ajoyless world it was
these two. They had earned
their .stripes by showing
through their lives that peace
and joy oculd be achieved
even in the most trying cir-
cumstance's!

Thus, when they talk of
joy. the world listens.

Thewodd listens when we
practicc what wc preach!

Charles Blondin was a
famous picnecr of tightrope
walking, which, is properly
called “funambulism,” and
which could mean the in-
tricate balance between fun
and ambulanccs. In 1859
Blondin crossed the Niagara
Falls on a 3-inch tightrope,
walking about 400 yards
across the water at a height
of 160 feet. Thousands of
spectators gasped at his bold-
ness and skill.

In subsequent shows, he
repeated liis performance
with various twists: walk-
ing blindfolded, prancing
on stilts, o sitting down on
the rope inthe middle of the
Niagara Fills to cook him-
selfan omdet. Once he even
carried his manager across
on his back.

After lagging his man-
ager across the Falls, Blon-
din went up to a spectator

and asked. “ Do you believe
1could carry you across the
Niagara on my back'*"

“Isure do.”

Blodin said. “Hop on.”

T'he man replied, “Noton
your life!”

Today as I look at violent
scenes all over my beloved
country is that what wc arc
saying. “Yes, we believe in
Yogal”

“Then bring peace to your
country!”

“Not on my life!"

Let us start practicing
exactly what we arc selling
to the world. Wc arc notjust
selling yoga, oh no, wc arc
selling pcacc and joy to the
world through yoga, and
unless people the world over
sec Ihat in our country, they
arc not going to believe in
what we sell

Today, as Ihearabout the
violence in many parts of
our country, especially Ma-
nipur: the brutal killings, the
involvement of the state and
the silcnce of national lead-
ers. as | hear about families
hiding in the forests, women
and children murdered, and
fear enveloping the whole
state, 1 realize that to have
the world believe in our in-
ward peacc they need to see
the outward cffect.

1 remember many years
ago. an editor of a religious
magazine, brought out a
book, called. “Troth Trium-
phant'. It was a compilation

of all the editorials he’d
written in the magazine. At
a meeting of the trust, he
was told by a member that
since he had rcachcd the age
of seventy-five it was time
he retired as the editor. He
retired at the same meeting.
When he rcachcd home, he
heard a piece of news about
who would replace him
something thatannoyed him.
and when his staff asked
him. if he had resigned, he
replied. "Ofcoursc nol!”

“Sir," said a member of
his staff, “1’vejust gota call
that the whole meeting was
recorded, and they have you
on record, saying you arc
giving your resignation!”

“Recorded?” asked the
man. “Ah. then in that case
1did resign!”

Imagine writing a book
about truth being triumphant
and then lying? I know what
his staff thought about him.
and | wonder if that is how
the world thinks ofus?

If we are selling joy to
(he world, they need to see
the effects of it. both in the
salesman and in tlie people,
only then will they believe
our product is beneficial.

W hat's preventing us
from showing this to the
world? Is it so difficult to
bring pcacc? Is it so hard
to move our thinking away
from only capturing votes
to areas where justice and
fairness is required?

Just like Blodin the tight-
rope walker spoke with his
spectator, do you sec Yoga
walking over lo our leaders
and asking, “Do you believe
using me can bring joy and
peacc to your nation?"

"Yes!" they all shout.

“Hop on the pcacc band-
wagon. bring joy to the na-
tion!"

Do they shout. “Not on
my life!"or do they whisper.
“Yes!” joyously.

That is the way to sell
joy sir.t

‘Ihe Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details send a thumbs-
up to him on WhatsApp
9892572883,

bobsbanter(« gmail.com
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“Someoneissitting in the shade today because
someoneplanteda treea long time ago. ™

—Warren Buffett

The Shillong Times
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Meghalaya’s mercenary politics
POLITICS is about money; nothing more, nothing
less. You can't win elections on goodwill because
the reality is that demands from constituents are on
the rise. Thes; demands are not flimsy. They rep-
resent a laundry list of needs that the middle class
take for granted but which to the vulnerable 32% of
Meghalaya's poorest are an existential crisis. To be
able to pay school fees, buy school books and uni*

forms and sometimes meet the uncertain advers

S

such as crop failure is a big deal for the poor. Just
thinking of providing two square meals is in itselfa
tall task. Even paying hospital bills often means dip-
ping into life’ssavings, mortgaging house and land
and borrowing from money lenders. This, despite
the Meghalaya Health Insurance Scheme (MI111S)
which pays partially but not for repeated hospitalisa-
tion and medicines and diet of the sick person etc.
Ifthe only breadwinner in the family falls ill Ihat is
fatal. It means the family sinks intodeeper poverty.
The fact that ihe family size in mral Meghalaya is
still between 7-9 persons per household also poses

its own set o fproblems.

The above are problems of governance deficits.
Instead of addressing that dcflcit politicians prefer
to keep their constituents dependent. So the MLA
becomes the saviour by meeting all or part of the
expenses of such families just so that he/she does
not lose their goodwill. How does an MLA from
the Opposition meet such unending demands from
the constituents? The MLA has to have a little nest
to draw from. The MLA cannot send back a client
(voter) only with words of comfort. The person
needs cash and cash is what the MLA has to be able
to give. This goes for the MDCs too.

It is in this light that wc have to sec the sudden
turnaround in the Khasi Hills District Council
where the UDP, Chief Executive Member (CEM)
Titos Chyne »vas suddenly upstaged by the NPP
which them appointed their own person, Pyniaid

Syiem as the new CEM. In politics,

wrong to

even think o fpermanency. All political alliances are
subject to the vagaries of the political winds. As a
stronger partner the NPP will look for allies that arc
less fastidious than the UDP. The District Council
elections arejust about 7 months away and the NPP
would certainly need funds aplenty to win as many
seats as possible. The District Council can be used to
generate funds for different schemes/projects under
acreative, innovative CEM. And just as funds from
schemes are regularly diverted into private pockets
or political party coffers. Ihe same modus opcrandi
will be followed to get a majority in the KHADC.
The NPP-Congress marriage however, seems to
have larger portends in state politics. The reticence
ofthe Congress on the MDA-01 scams tells its own
story and is indication enough that something is
brewing in the political pol.

Meghalaya’s
backstabbing

politics

F.ditor.

Seeing that an Executive
Committee of the Khasi
Hills District Council has
been toppled yci again. Iam
reminded o fa saying by Otto
von Bismarck, tI'c founderof
modem Germany who said
this about politics. " Politics
is the art o f the possible, the
attainable - the art of ihc
next best.” However, sincc
Meghalaya is very far from
being modern Germany a
slight change in the above
quote would perhaps be
appropriate in the contex|
of Meghalaya. Hence. the
saying should read like this.
" Politics is the art of the
possible, the attainable - the
art ofthe nextworse.” Why?
Il is because governments
in Meghalaya, a any level,
tend to become worse than
the previous o«cs. We the
common folks have nothing
to gain but many things to
lose by the political shenani-
gans o four so-called leaders
although toppling games aro
played in the name of, "wc
the people "

The coming together of
the Congress and the Na-
tional People’s Party lo form
the next Executive Com-
mittee also reminds me of
another saying: " Politics
makes strange bedfellows.”
But. this saying loo does not
seem to apply to Meghalaya
because most of the present
members from all political
parties arc no strangers lo
each other when it comes
to sharing political beds. Ai
one point oftime oranother,
most of these members have

found themselves sharing
political beds with each other
while wearing one type of
political uniform or another.
Having said this, I think that
the most suitable quote in
the contexl of Meghalaya's
Politics is. "Politics is ihc art
ofknowing when to backstab
yourfriendsand partners and
inventing another name for
it".(Notc: This quote is from
my repertoire of quotable
quotes)

More seriously, | think
Ihat contrary lo what the
United Democratic Party
is hoping, the alignment of
forces between ihc Congress
and the NPP will probably
have a bearing at the state
government level, the M IX"
and even ihc parliamentary
elections next year. There is a
possibility Ihat the Congress
will merge with the NPP
and our present Member of
Parliament may even contc$t
from the NPP ticket because
as things stand now. the
Congress is almost a spent
force in Meghalaya and the
NPPat present docs not have
awinnablc Khasi-Jaintia facc
to contest for the Lok Sabha.
But, things in this regard will
crystallize only after the high-
stakcs assembly elections in
Madhya Pradesh. Chaltis-
garh. etc., slated for the last
part of the year, where the
Congress is hoping to make
a big come back. As for the
UDP's fate and considering
what has just happened in
the District Council, the moot
questions that comc to mind
arc: Will the UDP be kicked
out of the government? Will
the UDP split? 1 think that
in the backstabbing politics
nf Vtigh:ilaya, anything and
everything is possible

Colonialism and mission

Today is Thomas Jones
Day, which is being observ ed
in the seven districts of the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills. Much has
been written in this newspa-
per about this pioneer Welsh
missionary who arrived at
Sohra on 22 June. 1841. He
was followed by five genera-
tions of missionaries, 152 on
record: pastors, tcachcrs, doc-
tors, nurses, social workers,
as well as missionary wives,
whose efforts resulted in the
present day Presbyterian
Church in the Khasi-Jairttia
Hills, with its almost eight
lakh members. This article is

By Rev. Lyndan Syiem

for mincral-dcficicnl Bengal
and provided mortar for the
maijcstie buildings in eolonial
Calcutta. Very soon. Com-
pany officials began their
private trade in limestone
and other lucntivc goods. All
these commercial, adminis-
trative and stntegic interests
would eventually culminate
in the British occupation of
the Khasi-Jaiftia Hills.
Meanwhile in Western
Bengal, the Baptist Mission
was established in 1799. at

abri on the East
India Company’s expansion
into North East India and the
vexed question of colonial-
ism and mission.

One result of the famous
Battle of Plassey in 1757
was the Company acquiring
exclusive trading rights in
Bengal and control of Sylhet.
on the Surma river. Before
the arrival ofthe British, the
Khasi-Jairttia tribe had been
politically independent and
generally isolated in their
4000-5000 foot highlands.
The foothills were covered
with thick tropical jungles
and malarial swamps, but ihe
plateau above possessed tem-
perate forestsand lush grass-
lands. The Company covctcd
this plateau for its climate,
its mineral resources and its
strategic location between
the Brahmaputra valley in the
Northand the Surma plains in
the South,

The people in the Jairttia.
Sohra and Ri War regions
already had trade and cultural
relations with Bengal in the
South: contact with Assam in
the North was then minimal
In 1765. the Mughal Emperor
Shah Alam Il granted the Di-
wani of Bengal to the Com-
pany. which entailed revenue
rights in Bengal. Enforce-
ment of revenue collcction
in the Sylhet region led to
the first contact between ihc
British and the Khasis. The
initial meetings were soon
followed by jurisdiction-
al conflicts with the Khasi
kings, who ruled the foothills
and claimed the plains North
ofthe Surma, and ihc JaiAtia
king who ruled ihc plains
North of Sylhet

‘Hie Khasis used to comc
down lo ihc Pandua trading
post on the plains lo barter
their fruits, coal, iron, ivory,
wax and honey in exchange
for rice. salt, fresh fish, dried
fish, cotion and silk from
Bengal. Limestone mined
at Sohra yielded slaked lime

Yours etc.,
samuel Swell.
Shillong- 2

What are the Good
Farming Practices

in France?

Editor.

As Iread the reporton the
Agriculture Minister leading
a group of farmer-cntrepre-
ncurs and their jaunt to a
foreign country to Icam good
fanning practices. | was also
cxpeciing to hear of those
good farming practices in
France that the visitors from
Meghalaya learned. But |
was disappointed. Nothing
was even mentioned. WHY?
I 'do not want to make as-
sumptions or give a critical
response which is why 1|
asked the big question WHY.
Please enlighten the readers
of your esteemed paper and
ask the ‘elite’ set of fanners
what exactly they Icamt from
France Ihat they can practice
here and lhat they didn't
know before.

Yours ctc.,
Darilyn Syiem.
Via email

What agriculture
does France do,
pray?

liditor.

For a government with a
huge loan burden itis sicken-
ing to hear of the Agriculture
Minister boasting to the me-
dia that she took a team of
farmers and entrepreneurs
to France to learn ‘good’
tanning practices from them.
sinr<* ihr mnne*y has been
spent from the public exche-

on the banks of
the Hooghly river, upstream
of Calcutta. Scrampore was

Encouraged by Pal's work
Carey translated the New
Testament into the Khasi
language using the Ben-
gali script. It was released in
1824, with an initial print of
500 copies. Unfortunately
Carey's Khasi New Testa-
ment was full of grammati-
cal and linguistic errors; this
however docs not detract
from its record as the first
Khasi book ever published.
Hie Company’s eastward
expansion collided with a
resurgent Burma's westward
expansion into Manipur and
Cachar. War broke out in

“The people in the Jaintia, Solira and Ri
War regions already had trade and
cultural relations with Bengal in the
South; contact with Assam in the North
was then minimal. In 1765, the Mughal
Emperor Shah Alam Il granted the
Diwani of Bengal to the Company,
which entailed revenue rights in Bengal.
Enforcement of revenue collection in
the Sylliet region led to thefirst contact
between the British and the Khasis.
The initial meetings were soon
followed byjurisdictional conflicts with
the Khasi kings, who ruledthefoothills
and claimed the plains North ofthe
Surma, and the Jaintia king who ruled
theplains North ofSylhet. ”

then a colony of the King of
Denmark, being known as
Fredriksnagore from 1755 to
1845. At that time, the East
India Company discouraged
Christian missionaries in its
territories. So although the
Baptist missionary. William
Carey. lcctured on a govern-
ment salary at Fort William,
he was not alowed to con-
struct his mission buildings
at Calcutta bit only at Sc-
ramporc. Carey (1761-1834)
had come from England in
1793 and baptized his first
convert. Krishna Chandra
Pal. in 1800.

K.C. Pal (1764-1822)
ministered for some time
at Pandua and on 7 April,
1813. he baptized the first
two Khasi converts, U Anna
and U Duwan. So the first
missionary to ihe Khasis was
nota Westerner buta Bengali

quer. as a concerned citizen
I'want the following answers
and again as a citiy.cn. | am
entitled to get the answers.
First: What arc those "good"
farming practices that the
farmers from Meghalaya who
probably all this time were
engaged in "bad" farming
practices lcam? Second: How
much money was expended

1824 and ended in a decisive
British victory over Burma
in 1826. The resultant Treaty
of Yandabo on 24 February.
1826, resulted in Assam's
annexation into the Bengal
Presidency. The Khasi-Jaifltia
Hills were now sandwiched
between two British territo-
ries: the Brahmaputra valley
in the North and the plainsof
Sylhet in the South. Conquest
and loss o findependence was
imminent,

On | November, 1826, the
wily David Scott, Governor
General's Agent and Com-
missioner o f Assam, entered
the Khasi Hills to request’
the Syiem of Nongkhlaw. U
Tirot Singh, to allow con-
struction of a road between
Gauhati and Sylhet, with
a large section through his
Kingdom. On 3 November,
1826. TirotSingh assented to

of countless people. While
many struggled and suc-
ceeded in making enormous
fortunes, others have been
badly misled, chcatcd. and
left impoverished. However,
this market always holds
a semblance of hope for
everyone. The most disturb-
ing aspcet of ihis congested
market in rccent limes is

e " " number of

an agreement whereby:

1. Nongkhlaw voluntarily
submitted to the ‘protection’
of the Company.

2. Free passage of British
troops between Gauhati and
Sylhet through Nongkhlaw.

3. Assistance, wilh due
payment, in providing con-
struction materials for the
road and for its maintenance
and repair.

David Scott subsequently
dictated similar one-sided
treaties with all the Khasi
rulers. The Khasi-Jairtlia Hills
were therefore insidiously
occupied in the period 1826-
1830, with David Scott as a
sort of 'Robert Clive of the
Khasi-Jaiiftia Hills." Sohra
became the capital because o f
its strategic location, its rich
mineral deposits, its commer-
cial importance, and its King.
Dcwan Singh's compliance

Itwasat Sohra that 18 year
old Alexander B. Lish arrived
in 1832. This second mis-
sionary to the Khasis was an
Anglo-Indian from Calcutta,
sent by the Baptist Mission.
Lish (1814-1852) quickly
Icamt Khasi and established
throe schools at Sohra, Maws-
mai and Mawmluh. He went
to Calcutta in 1833. taking
several Khasis to visit that
great city. Lish returned in
1834 with two associates and
was making steady progress
when the fledgling mission
inexplicably left Sohra in
1838. The result of Krishna
Chandra Pal and Alexander
B. Lish'spremature departure
is that the majority of Khasis
today are not Bapiists but
Presbyterians.

Presbylcrianism arrived
with Thomas Jones (1810-
1849), whose life and ca-
reer may be perused in a
2018 Shillong Times articic.
"Why Celebrate Thomas
Jones Day?" My post-script
to that article is that while
British colonialism brought
Jones to the Khasi-Jaintia
Hills, it was the same colo-
nialism that killed him at 39
years ofage. After leaving the
Welsh mission in 1847, Jones
supported himselfby trading.
Atthat time, the Sohra-Sylhet
trade was monopolized by
Harry Inglis and his father
in law and Political Agent,
Captain Lister. Thomas Jones
challenged this monopoly
and paid the price. He was
harassed, persecuted and
pursued by Inglis and Lister,
and had to flee from place lo
place till he contractcd ma-
laria and died at Calcutta on
16 September. 1849.

©

of pickpocketing in the criss-
crossing lanes of the bazaar,
which has become a causc for
serious concern.

Lobserved that thcabscnce
ofa helping hand and lack
of "stern action” have em-
boldened such thugs to enter
the market areas to exercise
their nasty craft. One won-
ders, how long should such
icken people be

from the public
for this forcigi jaunt? Third
How were the farmers sc-
lected/elcciod or picked?
Fourth: What were the crite-
ria lo qualify as a farmer to
make it to ths high proiilc
trip? Fifth: Provide the list
of names o f those farmers so
Inat ihosc of ik doing farmer
on a large and small scalc
can actually tsk them from
farming tips.

I also wait lo address
the silent participants of
democracy in this state to
speak up and speak loudly
because the ghosts of the
MDA-01 government which
were temporarily buried will
be resurrected lo loot the state
for the second lime and now
onaneven biggerscalc. Ifwc
remain silent now it means
we arc participating in the
corruption even as the state
sinks into a morass and goes
from bad to worse in terms of
governance.

Yours etc..
Primrose Nonglang,
ia email

Increasing
pickpocketing in
lewduh

Editor.

The bustling legendary
iiiaikct - lew<luli (Baia Ba-
zaar). has scripted the destiny

pickpockets il has attracted.
These crookcd thieves prey
on unsuspecting poor people
like stealthy shadows in the
crowd.

Wiiligreat precision, iliese
crafty thieves snatch wallets,
purses, mobiles, and other
valuables, leaving the victim
in a siaic of complete hope-
lessness. It isa heartbreaking
sight as such individuals, par-
ticularly those hailing from
“remote villages." quickly
fall victim to this menace,
and they have no one to turn
o for help

Justa couple o fweeks ago.
| was witness to an incident
that haunted my thoughts
ever sincc. It was a ease of
a poor village woman who
was robbed of over Rs 4000
cash and mobile phone.. In
utter despair, she cried hys-
terically in the marketplace.
It is the most pitiful scenc.
Overwhelmed with emotion,
a generous shopkeeper gave
her two hundred rupees and
another two hundred, de-
spite herreluctance to accept
them. Some people from the
crowd tried their level best
to console her. She was from
West Khasi Hills, around
Nongstoin. She had probably
saved thatamount over many
months, bit by bit. Upon in-
quiry. I was informed about
the “increasing incidents.”

poverty
left to be looted? Should the
authorities remain indiffer-
ent? An incident of this kind
should serve asa clarion call
for both the government and
law enforcement agencies.
As a concerned citizen. 1
wish lo draw the urgent at-
tention of the policc depart-
ment, including the Myllicm
administration and govern-
ment authorities, to lake
this menace with utmost se-
riousness. Itis time to adopt
stringent measures to deal
with merciless pickpockets
and also burglars who arc
active late at night. Pro-
tecting the vulnerable poor
should be the top priority of
the government. Wc need to
restore a sense o f security for
those who entirely “depend"
on this legendary market.
This commercial center is
their only means of liveli-
hood. The government must
be compassionate and wipe
away their tears. Let us offer
hope to those who have long
suffered in silence.
Yoursctc..
salil Gevvali.
shillong

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
evenifthey are sent by emil,
Only letters with the reqisite
detailswin be pubdisned.

Manipur!

Peace a
By Rosy

“Things fall apart; the
centre cannot hold:' Mere
anarchy is loosed upon the
world."..WB Yeats

The current turmoil in
Manipur can be woefully
felt through these lines from
William Butler Yeats’s poem
*The Second Coming.” The
lawlessness in the present
situation is inconceivably
beyond human imagination
The unfortunate tension be-
tween the two ethnic groups,
the Mcitcis and the Kukis
started on May 3 when a trib-
al solidarity march organised
by the All Tribal Students
Union. Manipur (ATSUM)
in Churachandpur turned
violent. The march was to
protest against the Meitci's
demand for Scheduled Tribe
status under the Constitution
of India. Ihc havoc that su-
perseded afterwards created
a deep chism that will be
imprinted as a profound scar
in the history o f Manipur.

The loss o finnocent lives
in both communities is gar-
gantuan in proportion and
has immensely impacted the
state psychologically, physi-
cally. socially, politically and
economically. More than 120
innocent people have lost
their lives while for the rest
affected, licy may have to
livewith life-long mental and
physical trauma. Properties
and house* of innocent peo-
ple in both communities have
been looted and gutted down
and s still continuing as of
writing this articic. Many
religious placcs. churches
and temples belonging to
both comtr,unities have been
destroyed and vandalised in
the currentcrisis. The heart-
wrenching stories about the
displaced Kukis from Imphal
and the d splaccd Meitcis
from Churachandpur, Moreh
and other hill areas haunt
every sane human at this
moment. The physical and
psychological wounds in-
flicted on the victimsand the
two communities, in general,
have given birth to a deep
‘cultural trauma’ in the larger
context

The collectivesense ofthe
two waning communities >
subjected to an ingrained
and irreversible mark upon
their cxistoice marking their
memories forever. The narra-
tives surrounding the tragedy
are varied and unimaginably
hard to ftthotn. But. one
truth remains the same, the
truth of loss. The notion of
“Belongingness’ attached
to the so-called ‘Home’ for
every individual isan identity
etched with their being. This
turmoil has snatched this
‘Belongingness' from the
victims - both Mcitcis and
Kukis. With this in the back-
ground. the chasm of hatred
and distrust engineered be-
tween the two communities
isdeeply woven. The trauma,
now, is inlictcd collcctively
These ‘constructed’ cultural
traumas iruluccd a cognitive-
ly identifiable existence and
became a sourcc of human
suffering o carry forward
some significant responsi-
bility for the entire episode.
Then comcs the dynamics
of moral responsibility and
solidarity relationships which
by far have detrimentally
impacted the social fabric of
the two communities. The
divide is deep.

The turmoil is over a
month now. And. still, the
mayhem continues. The
sounds of guns and bombs
arc the new normal at the
moment. The fight continues
vehemently. Lawlessness
prevails everywhere. The
venom of hatred has been
successfully sown between
the two communities. What
we need to understand here is
that there are many more com-
munities in Manipur whose
cxistencc also matters. The
need of the hour is to strive
for peaceful coexistence. .So
far, the stale and the central
governmentareat their best in
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Let’s Give
Chance

Yumnam

democratically. Violence
is not the solution to put
forth demands. Violence
will not lead to any peace-
ful solution. Violence will
only lead to anarchy and
lawlessness. Violence has
destroyed the harmonious
existence of both commu-
nities. And. "Violence' has
done itcraftily, methodically
and swiftly. Wc arc visibly
living these hellish experi-
ences at present. We fail to
sec the humane fabric lost in
this complex labyrinth. At
theend o f the day, what mat-
ters is the loss of precious
lives, what matters is the
loss of trust and what mat-
ters is the loss of humanity.
We need to realise that the
Mecitcis and the Kukis face
insurmountable losses. The
crisis deepens. The sooner
we realise, the better it is

At the moment, the tur-
moil deepens. Even so. the
government has initiated
the so-callcd pcace commit-
tee. Ihc Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) constituted
a peacc committcc on June
10. 2023, led by the Gov-
ernor. Anusuiya Uikcy and
includes 51 members. The
members include former
civil servants, artists, lit-
terateurs. social workers,
representatives of various
cthnic groups and state min-
isters including CM Bircn
Singh. MPs. MLAs and
leaders from various po-
litical parties. The question
now is. ‘How far will this
peacc committee take us?’
Already, many members of
the peace committee have
shown theirdispleasure wilh
the inclusion of some con-
troversial members. The
need of the hour is a criti-
cal pragmatic approach to
douse the burning flames. A
reconstitution of the pcacc
committee comprising non-
political members is a must
at the earliest. Proportional
numbers of representations
comprising academicians,
formercivil servants, artists,
litterateursand social work-
ers from both the Mcitcis
and the Kukis arc in ur-
gent need. The inclusion of
women members from both
communities will assist in
dispensing the much-needed
initiation of a formidable
dialogue. Members from the
Naga, the Meitei Pangal and
other communities who arc
also inhabitants o f Manipur
will play a crucial role in
bridging the gap between
the two communities and
also this will be significant in
working out a credible plan
for the entire state.

At the same time, to re-
build trust, we have to re-
member the help rendered
by both communities during
the riots. There are touching
stories of how both com-
munities became a saviour
lo their neighbours. Many
people belonging lo both
communities arc witnesses
to ihis. War-mongcring in-
dividuals cannot taint and
paint this testimony for their
vested interests. Itis high time
tocomcoutand shout out loud
tint humanity still prevails.
The blame game from both
sides has to be buried so that
a possible peacc talk can be
chalked out. The Meitcis and
Kukis have to assure each
other that they belong to-
gether, that Manipur is home
to both as it is to the rest of
the other communities o f the
state, and that misunderstand-
ings happen as every groupof
peoplestnigglc for survival. It
is only ‘Forgiv eness’ which
will act as a saviour at this
crucial juncture. No exter-
nal forecs can deliver this
elusive ‘Pcacc.” The sooner
this realisation dawns upon
Ihc Mcitcis and the Kukis,
the sooner a possible rec-
onciliation and a practical
reconstruction can happen.

So, a profound prayer
to both the communities, a
prayer to ‘Lay down Amis’.

grue-
somesilence. There have been
endless speculations about a
deeper political conspiracy vis-
4-visthe mountingcivil unrest
at this juncture. The conjec-
ture of these conspiracies is
known to the few who have
spewed this violence for their
personal gains at the cost of
many innocent lives.

The attack on innoecnt
civilians if highly condctn-
nable. If there is any dis-
pleasure with the working
of the government, there is
a way o voice the concerns

oth have gone
through an ineffable trauma
of innumerable losses and
sufferings. With an unbiased
and open mind, the rebuild-
ing can begin. Let’s hope.
Let's pray. Humanity s still
alive. Let’s strive foril, let's
strive to rebuild a generation
ofhope and love. Let's Give
Peacc a Chancc!

Dr. Rosy Yumnam is
Associate Professor, The
English and Foreign Lan-
guages University Shillong
E:Mail rosy.yumnam(a
gmait.com
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Modified America
WHILE the big announcements marking Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi*s visit to the United
States were still awaited, what's significant now
is the overall ‘feel-good” factor that marked

the three-day vi

it. India has come a long way

from the skepticism that marked the American
mindset in relation to the largest democracy’s
engagements with the wider world. India is to-
day a prominent partner with the United Slates
in multiple fields after it bid goodbye to an era
of Nehruvian Socialism lhat had its good sides
but nevertheless throttled the nation's economic
advancement. The era of liberalization and
globalization since the early 1990s created the
right conditions for India lo build bridges with
the US. The disintegration of the USSR and
end of the Cold War also helped. India could
break away from the Non-Alignment Move-
ment (NAM) mould, where the pro-Russian,
anti-US sentiments were all too palpable. The
US chose to alternatively support Pakistan and
kept India at adistance. Getting a US visa is still
a difficult proposition for Indians other than in
the IT Sector, while even the Chinese are more

welcome there.

The iterations o fvisits o f Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi or Manmohan Singh in the past have
also not majorly helped India to benefit much
from the US - and this is evident even at global
forums like the UN where Pakistan gets strong
protection from China while India fails to get
a matching endorsement from the US. Overall,
in diplomacy, India has been ina sort oftrapeze
act, being close to all and true friend of none.
Yet, beyond the Yoga show, the vegetarian treat
at White House and other impressive events that
marked PM Modi's present US visit, what he
brings back home is worth a close watch.

The US. despite the past alienation, wants
India most importantly in having this nation's
support to counter China’s territorial ambitions
as in the South China Sea. the Indo-Pacific etc.
The Quad arrangement involving the US, India,
Australia and Japan is a military prop against
China but with a limited agenda. While China
keeps browbeating India and annexing more
of its land, wc are on the defensive. China is
somewhat tamed of late by the adverse impacts
of the Covid 19 pandemic, principally slowing
its economic hyperactivity, but ithasa tendency
to bare its fangs at will. Antagonising China is
not an option for India as several ifs and buts
remain in its engagements with the West as also
with Russia. The US is mindful of this. India's
present policy of emphasizing on iLseconomic
growth by balancing the geopolitical equations

has its merits.

Shillong
deserves good
roads

Editor.

Thanks for allowing me
lo write again. Tkc current
doublc-laning of Mawroh
Mawkynroh- Umjarain road
leading up to ISBT which
is long awaited k nearing
completion. Thariks to the
PWD Roads and the contrac-
tors for making tlis happen
although it has taken almost
3 long years for this to hap-
pen. However, 1would once
again pointout asa lay per-
son that the quality of work
is nol up to the standard laid
down for road construction.

and neighbouring Assam ctc.
All 1 can say is that road is
of poor quality. Roads con-
structed by renowned firms'
groups as per specifications
are always good and will
last for yeans.

This much awaited road
isonly a few monthsold and
wec can sec the unevenness.
especially at night when the
lights are on. Smoothness is
aconcern because the thick-
ness of the bitumen is very
poor. The uppermost layer
should have been (<inches or
more to make it last longer,
smoother and bear the load
of heavy vchicle>. More-
over, some turning or bend
need* widening Am rifely
in driving.

Currently we do not know
who the contractors under-

taking this important task
are. This road is already
busy and trafflcwill be huge
once it is fully completed. |
do not know how long the
road will last. Finally it is
the public will be the los-
ers and sufferers in future,
1 would request the PWD
Roads to please conduct a
proper spot inspection and
superv ision to examine the
quality o fwork before giving
the completion certificate. 1
would request the engineers
and subordinate officers of
PWD to act immediately as
this road is under construc-
tion and nearing completion
pending the drainage system
Please, do not leave the work
to the "contractors” alone
Allwe want to see are good
quality roads in our district
and Shillong City and not
substandard roads now and
in future.

Across Shillong roadsarc
inavery bad shape. Whether
you drive ina new or old car.
the roads will shake and jolt
your car. Thanks to the G20
meeting in recent months, it
has really helped to repair
the broken roads. But sadly,
in selected destination only.
Constant repairs and patch
work anually or biannually
has damaged the smoothness
and quality o fthe roads. Itis
requested in public interest
that good roads be construct-
ed to make our city proud .
1 hope our respected leaders
under MDA 2.0 will deliver
the work with commitment
and make Shillong proud.
This is written in public
interest and not to criticise

Education today:
Challenges before Meghalaya

One ofthe first things our
education system does is to
discipline kids to the point
where they bccome human
automatons. In most educa-
tional institutions kids are
not encouraged to ask ques-
tions. Teaching isa top-down
process where the icachr is
always right; hence kids ac-
cept the teachers’ words as
Gospel. Any child that dares
ask questions would be put
inhis/herplace and be called
an impudent brat. This is the
education system that most
of us survived. Have things
changed today? Maybe in
the elite schools hopefully
but not in the niral outback
where school continues to
be a boring, non-creative
space and where kidsare put
through an unimaginative
learning regime. No wonder
mostkids find school so bor-
ing and the world outside it
cnchantingly engaging and
interactive.

To develop social skills,
the classroom must be inter-
active so that even the most
shy and introverted child can
comeoutofhershell. All that
the teachcr needs to do s to
kickstart a conversation on
anissueand let the class play
around with their own ideas
and come up with several
different answers. We know
by now that the method of
rewarding only one correct
answer may not be the best
thing in learning. Kids thrive
when the classroom can be
divided into a story comer
with different comers tell-
ing their own short stories.
Children love games where
there is no right or wrong,
win or lose. It makes them
feel happy and included.

One of the other things
that docs not happen in most
schools is the parent-teacher
interface. Parents have a
right to ask questions on
how their children are learn-
ing and if there is anything
they ought to do to help the
child. But in our schools,
parents hardly interact with
the teachers. In rural areas
teachers arc told by parents,
"ifthe child doesn't behave,
beathinvher into obedience.”
Perhaps parents actually lack
parenting skills. How would
awoman becoming amother
at 15-16 years of age and
then having another child at
18 years, another at 20 years
and so on have the time and
inclination to bring up the
children as they should, in
a climatc of acceptance and
a surrounding that exudes
love. In most households,
parents fight in front o f their
kids and fathers can also get
violent. Think of the fear

or offend anyone.
Yours, etc
Reward Rymbai
Shillong

W inter capital
vsMBOSE!

Editor,

Oflate several Garo wel-
fare associations have been
holding demonstrations in
some focal parts of Garo
Hills to pressure the Govern-
ment to initiate plans to make
Tura the winter capital of
Meghalaya. It's certainly, and
ina matter offact, surprising
that in the pre- bifurcation of
Meghalaya from composite
Assam. Shillong has earned
the sobriquet: 'Scotland of
the East,” besides adorning
itselfas one of the premier
capitals of the North-East.
It may also be pertinent to
recall that the then Gauhati
city was much more favor-
ably convenient to be the true
capital of entire Assam than
Shillong in terms of roads,
railroads, air connectivity
and much else. Nonetheless,
the Assamese never pestered
for any winter capital in the
then Gauhati

Paradoxically, the cur-
rent unrest in Garo Hills to
move the winter capital from
Shillong is euphemistically
to snatch its handed down
legacy to some extent. In
my individual inquisitive
survey to feci the genuine
wmactiwiis of the tuiiwiuui
citizens of Khasi-Jaintia
communities on the said on-
going demand of the Garo

By Patricia Mttkhim

and trepidation in the small
little guileless kids. What an
atmosphere to grow up in!
Yetthat's a reality in several
households where the father
comes home crunk.
Education must factor
in all these scciai problems
and teachers today have
to don the role of mentor
and counsellor. Hence child
psychology is an important
subject but so is counselling
psychology which was not
part ofthe Tcachers'Training
curriculum. Today teaching
is no longer a top-down ac-
tivity. For the urban student
everything is available on
the internet. School books
lack learning diversity and
therefore fail to challenge
the students wio might think
differently. Ifour education
system had been robust and
encouraged questioning and
criticism and empowered

deal with a challenging cur-
riculum that includesa lotof
“learning by doing?' We are
unsure if the NEP is based
on robust research about the
failure of the existing educa-
tion system and where those
failures lie and are being
remediedor ifitisjustasud-
den rush o fadrenalineamong
asetofeducational research-
ersand stalwarts that are hell
bent on changing historical
facts and inserting others
thatare in line with a certain
political ideology. Certain
facts of history have their
place in the scheme o fthings
although they may not be so
important beyond a point.
The way we were schooled
to memorize dates of wars
and battles now seems so
pointless. Yet we were told
by our History teachers in
college that dates arc to be
written and placed on a wall

“Today teaching is no longer a top-down
activity For the urban student ewrything
is availahle on the internet. School books lack

learning diversity and therefore fail to challenge
the students who might think differently.

students with communica-
tion skills, would we have
had such a tame population
that would remain silent in
the face of assaults on the
founding prirciples of de-
mocracy?

But perhaps India was
never a full-fl:dged democ-
racy. Just a giurter ofa cen-
tury after independence the
first blow was struck when
the Emergency was imposed.
Thankfully at the time there
were many who stood up
against this diktat and several

where our eyes are most
likely to fall day in and day
out so that those dates stuck
to our memories and those
dates were what fetched us
marks. How important are
those dates today in our day
to day lives?

The problem with educa-
tion today and in the past too
is that of teachers as much as
it is ofstudents and parents.
Once a teacher is employed
she (she here is gender in-
clusive) is never assessed as
to whether she is really able
o and has the

ded persons
even went to jail for believ-
ing in free speech. Now there
don't seem to be too many
who want to question and
challenge the system. So is
our school curriculum also
tailored in a manner where
questioning is equal to im-
pertinence? Is this model
of education shaping the
thinking ofourstudents such
that they acc<pt everything
unquestioningly? Is such an
education system good for
democracy?

But that aside, with the
implementation of the much-
touted New Education Policy
(NEP) which is being seen
as a revolution in education,
will anything change if the
teaching community is not
retrained, and retrofitted to

people, it trarspires that the
former have averred their
firm reservations against
such unprecedented demand
ofa so- callcd winter capi-
tal! In view cf such critical
discourse, 'm being re-
minded that the entire Garo
populations rose to a man
in preventing the shifting of
MBOSE OfTce from Tura to
Shillong and some laid down
their lives several years ago:
hence, they reiterated that
now it's, ipso facto, for the
Hynfliewtrep people to mus-
ter courage in ensuring that
no move is effected in trans-
ferring any parto f the capital
from Shillorig. Neverthe-
less. they arc in complete
consent that an agreement
could be hammered out if
the Garo community allows
the transferof MBOSE lock
stock and barrel from Tura
to Shillong! 1m ata loss to
imagine how such perverse
narratives of the agitators
would lead our suite of Me-
ghalaya to hereinafter.
Yoursetc..
Jerome K Dicngdoh.
Shillong-2

On Lumpy
Skin Disease
infecting cattle
in Meghalaya

Editor,

Lumpy skin disease has
resurfaced in Meghalaya
again and the disease is sus-

pected to have spread due to
movement of animals from

grace to work with the weak-
est in the class: to work with
aslow learner without losing
her cool. It takes a lot to do
that and the problem really
is that we have so few who
have the passion to be with
children and guide them such
that they learn to live their
lives well and not just score
good marks. But if schools
started assessing icachcrs
particularly in the rural areas
the problem would be that
there will be schools without
tcachers. Most individuals
who join the teaching pro-
fession do so as a last resort
when they are unable to get
any otherjob. The results are
there for us to see each time
the SSLC results are out.
Schools in rural Meghalaya,

one market to the other
It is not a zoonotic virus,
meaning the disease can-
not spread to humans. It is
a contagious vector borne
disease spread by vectors
(insects, mosquitoes, flies,
lice and wasps). According
to the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO). infected animals
shed the virus through oral
and nasal secretion w'hich
may contaminate common
feeding and water troughs.
Thus the disease can spread
through direct contact with
the vector or through con-
taminated fodder and water.
Studies havealso shown that
itcan spread through animal
semen during artificial in-
semination.

The symptoms of the
disease include oedema in
limbs, dewlap and brisket
region, high fever, reduced
milk production, loss of
appetite, watery eyes and
it can be fatal. Moreover,
cutancous nodules develop
within 48 hours of onset of
fever. The incubation period
or the time between infection
and symptoms is about 28
days according to FAO, and
14 days according to some
other estimates.

The outbreak of Lumpy
Skin Disease (LSD) hasaf-
fected many states in India
The outbreak has resulted in
huge economic implications
for dairy fanners, which is
exacerbated by the spread
of misinformation through
M>cial media even aftei ic-
covery from the disease

There is no specific treat-
ment for LSD. However,

particularly in Garo Hills
continue to perform abys-
mally with zero percentage
pass in the SSLC exams.
Why should this be so? What
sort of remedial teaching
is being given lo students?
Why are parents of these
students not able to hold the
schoolsaccountable? W hat's
the point of sending a child
to school for 12 or more
years when they don't learn
anything at the end of it all
and can’t even score pass
marks in their SSLC and
that when the standards have
been lowered such that fail-
ing in Mathematics allows
a child to pass? In the first
place lowering standards to
enable kids to pass is a bad
idea. Improving teaching
methods should have been
the remedy.

In Meghalaya today the
literacy rate is 74.43 % which
means thata substantial 25%
of people are still illiterate.
But literacy means noth-
ing. Education is everything
because it is assumed that
an educated person has a
reasonably good chance of
being able to reason out and
be critical of the governance
system, of institutions, of
lapses in society etc. Alsoan
educated person is expected
to be more aware of issues
that afflict society and to be
part of the problem-solving
brigade rather than the prob-
lem-creating squad.

The joint survey con-
ducted by the Unified District
Information for Education
and the Education Minis-
trylin 2022 found that the
drop-out rate was highest in
Manipur and Meghalaya. In
Meghalaya the drop -out rate
was 9.8% from Classes 1-5.
Iam unsure when this data
was mined but having visited
rural Meghalaya extensively
and questioned parents and
students themselves who
now happily work as cow-
herds and shepherds or in
the farms, the number could
be much higher. The siaie of
education in Meghalaya is
in a shambles. Government
should now make it a prior-
ity to correct the anomalies
in rural schools and leave
the urban elite schools to
themselves. Government has
to make monthly inspections
a priority and correct icachcr
and studentabsenteeism. Itis
imperative lo work in tandem
with parents, and. ifpossiblc.
Government should activate
those adult education centers
Ihat used to work well at
one time. An aware parent
is essential to the academic
growth of the child.

supportive care, including
antibiotics its necessary for
secondary bacterial infec-
tions .can be helpful. Wound
dressings have been used to
reduce fly strike and second-
ary infections

The best part is we now
have a vaccine to control
the disease. In addition to
vaccine to prevent infection
the Veterinary Department
recommends keeping cattle
clean and advises bio-secu-
rity measures to be strictly
enforced as well as isolation
of the affected animals to
prevent future LSD inci-
dence.

Government of Megha-
laya AH and Veterinary De-
partment has issued an ad-
visory to all the cattle fann-
ers to contact the helpline
numbers which arc already
provided district wise for
the treatment, vaccination
and any other information re-
lated to control of LSD. The
Director. Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary said vaccina-
tion drive has begun in the
state to keep the disease at
bay. The disease is under
control and no big numbers
ofdeaths ofcattle have been
reported.

Yoursetc..

Larimon Shylla,

(PG Student dsi year.
College of Veterinary
Science. Khanapara)
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Notjust Modi, media barons

& journalists must share blame

for curbs on press freedom
By Sushil Kittty

This column has callcd
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi all possible names
including those bordering
on the ’libel*. So far, Al-
hamdulilah. Modi hasn't let
the wolves on the column.
But it is a fact that wringing
Modi in die Press Freedom
grinderwouldn't make a dif-
ference to Press freedom in
nine year* of Modi's India.
Yet the International Press
Institute (IP1) has asked
US President Joe Bidcn to
read the riot act to Prime
Minister 2lodi for curtailing
Press freedom during Modi's
State visit.

The IPI says Prime Minis-
ter Narcndra Modi’s “weap-
onisation of the law against
critical journalists has also
become increasingly com-
mon” uncer Modi’s regime
IPI wasjaincd in the attempt

ministration against Modi by
several rights groups even as
the Bidea-Modi bonhomie
lit up New York and Wash-
ington.

Clearly, the government
ofthe United States does not
agree with the IPL nor with
theview cfrights groups and
US lawmakers who too have
asked Bidcn to pull up Modi
for alleged rights transgres-
sions. Contrary to observa-
tions, India's democracy
isn't on tie slide. The very
fact that opposition parties

investigates and nails Nar-
cndra Modi with facts. It is
a fact that those alleging de-
terioration of Press freedom
never back their assertions
with evidence.

Docs Press freedom mean
a news channel can carry
something like “wannabe
dictator speaks at the White
Houseafter having his politi-
cal rival arrested” and notbe
punished? The news channcl
reacted to criticism by sack-
ing the television producer.
Did something of the sort
happen in India courtesy the
Modi government?

Come to think of it. Sid-
dique Kappan after his re-
lease from jail went all out
ballistic against the Modi
regime. So far nobody has
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi a "wannabe
dictator”. Ile has been callcd

worse. Press freedom, if it
has suffered under Modi,
could mean that a whole
number o fcelebrated televi-
sion anchors have been made
to sing Narcndra Modi's
praise, assuming that deep
down in their guts they hate
Modi's guts.

llowv can free spirits like
Anjana Om Kashyap. and
Arnab Gowsami. be com-
pelled to forever give clean
chit to Narcndra Modi? If
they cannot or would not
stop giving cover fire to Nar-

Biden s national security advisor
Jake Sullivan does not consider alleged
“challenges to press, religious or other

freedoms *

the United States. His defense:

in India should he a concern for

“"we make

our views known “, hut we do so in a way
where we don't seek to lecture or assert

that we don't have challenges ourselves
Forsome reason IP1sees there is
“alaming deterioration " o fPressfreedom
in India. The Biden administration, however,
looks at the complaint differently.

can call aconclave against
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi and lay outa preamble
against his poor governance
is proof Ihat freedoms are
not being suppressed totally.
There are some curbs but
still, the press freedom is not
totally ruined.

The other day a Con-
gress social media activist
tweeted an article calling
for civil war if Modi wins a
third teriv in 2024. The BJP
IT Cell reacted in bits and
picces. Nobody got arrested
orjailed. Ofcourse. Siddique
Kappan is the flip side. Kap-
panwas put behind bars and
the draconian UAPA was
slapped on him.

Biden's national security
advisor Jake Sullivan does
not consiler alleged “chal-
lenges tc press, religious
or other freedoms” in India
should be a concern for
the United States. His de-
fense: “wc make our views
known”, but we do so in a
way where we don’t seek to
lectureor assert thatwc don't
have challenges ourselves”

For some reason 1Pl sees
there is “alarming deteriora-
tion” of Press freedom in
India. The Biden administra-
tion, however, looks at the
complaini differently. There
arc apparently “six journal-
ists currently being detained
for alleged violations of
Indian security laws" The
IPI will gain credibility if it

endra Modi, it does not mean
dictator Modi is suppressing
freedom of Press.

It is not that news or-
ganizations don’t have the
leeway to say. show, write
what they want. Where
there's will, there is also
way. NDTV never slopped
questioning Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi and the Modi
government did not censor
NDTV

Pressure, ifthere was any.
did not force NDTV to tow
the government line. The
point is if NDTV could do
it.the so-called 'Godi Media'
could have also. The fact is.
news organizations willingly
bartered their Press freedom
for pelft As long as there arc
journalists with a yen for
money. Press freedom will
be hostage to paymasters.

Imagine a once upon a
time salaried NDTV journal-
ist today owns the Republic.
How does that work? The
Modi government did not
put a gun to his head. But
he wouldn't like the Tucker
Carlson*, question the gov-
ernment, and the “wannabe
dictator”. To reiterate, it is
not the Modi regime which
has become dictatorial, it is
the sold-out journalist and
media barons who have
bartered Press freedom for
existence. Narcndra Modi
is only taking advantage of
the media's pusillanimity
(tPA Sen ice)
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Normalising bad governance
IN May 2022, the domeatop ihe new Meghalaya

Assembly buil

ng crashed almostas ifit signi-

fied the collapse ofa moral code that guided the
tribals of yore. Now to speak of tribal values is
to be disrespectful to the ancestors who had set
such strong standards o f behaviour. On June 22,
parts of the much- touted PA Sangma stadium in
Tura suffered a mudslide obviously because the
foundation around the stadium was not strong

enough.

It's another case of cutting comers to

cut costs and make profit out of any and all
governmentconstructions. This year power cuts
for several hours during the day time and post-
midnight have been accepted as normal. It's as
if we the people have brought it on ourselves.
The fact that the McECL is and has been badly
run like a mini government without any chccks
and controls for several years isa forgotten saga.
On the contrary the narrative today is such that it
is made to lo:>kas if it is not governance failure
but the fault of citizens that power is now being
rationed. This despite regular payment of bills!
The majordefaulters - the industries are getting
away with non-payment.

Without power, mobile connectivity is also
unstable. Virtual meetings arc almost impos-
sible to hold Companies and start-ups reliant
on a steady power supply are paying a heavy
price for power cuts. But hospitals and nursing
homes are the worst affccted because they have
to use powerful generators that are powered by
diesel engines. Yet there is no protest from any
quarters. Citizens of Meghalaya seem to have

taken this in their stride.

In other states this an-

nual power cut would have resulted in public
protests and the Government would have been
put on the mat. But not in Meghalaya! With an
Opposition that’s reduced in strength in the As-
sembly and too few to call out the Government,
the MDA-02 Government is sitting pretty. Now
with even tie Congress on a bridge building
exercise with the NPP. a time will come when
there will on y be only 10 Opposition members
left from the VPP and TMC.

The quest forpowerand pelfand with nocon-
cern for the people who elected them has turned
the politicians of Meghalaya apathetic. They
have learnt that once elected and in the seat of
power, no poweron earth can dislodge them. It
docs not matter how badly the State is governed
and how deep the corruption is. politicians will
continue to ride their high horses for they are
never held accountable. This is what happens
when civil society decides to sit and watch the
power play silently while things degenerate. It
has been well established that the so-called pres-
sure groups have no time for taking up issues
of bad governance. They only take up populist
issues that will gain them points for the next
elections. Meghalaya is a state that is destined

to fail and fail badly.
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Tura as capital

is inevitable
Editor,
Mr Jerome K Dicngdoh’s
letter titled. "Wkilcr Capital
s MBOSE.* is a sanctimo-
nious worship of one entity
in lieu of the otlcr while do-
ing away with tic hopes and
aspirations of ttic other on
equity, justice aid fairness,
etc. Thus unfolds the work of
an artist with no objectivity
of human integrity and justice
and this came in j wake ofthe

The protests and rallies on
the Reservation Policy also
brought out de-facto reasons
that Garos/A chik arc very
backward, very uneducated,
have low literacy rate, very
low human development index,
very underdeveloped, ctc. but
there must still be a cut in a
reservation quota while the
forward tribe needs more reser-
vation becausc they are highly
intellectual, very developed,
having high literacy etc. This is
acontusing theory ofjustifica-
tion. ifnot forall but me.
Most mediaofthe state have

amended Ofticc
on Reservation Rostera few
days hack.

The people of the State
have witnessed the MLAS
comingto the streets for what
is projected as prejudice and
injustice against the Hyn-
niewtrcp people due to the
Meghalaya Job Reservation
Policy of 1972 during the last
5 lyearsofstatehood, wherein
Garos despite having 40%
reservation arc getting 27%
*32% of the reserved scats
in those 51 years. Has this
brought discrimination to the
llynniowtrap. people isa logic
that is unfathonuMc.

that theory and had
laid down a picture whereby a
llynniewtrcphas been victim-
ised by the Gams for 51 years
of statehood by being unable
to fill the reserved posts for
Garos. even in the D Grade post
where the eligibility isonly 8th
Grade while one can find more
than thousands o fengineers of
Garo community lining up for
achowkidars job ina college.
The statistics available in the
government show that the
Garo A chik community has
been able to fill up only 34-
36% of the 40% reservation
ullocuted for them.

PerlKips for a 12th grader

Examinations, Results
and our Obsessions

Come May-June-July ev-
ery year, soon-to-attain adult-
hood Indian students, their
parents and the adulterated
society turn hyper with ex-
amination results. Recenlly.
University exams have taken
a back scat as performance
in graduation and beyond get
noticed only for exceptional
achievements or as commu-

By M.i\. Bhattacharjee

innumerable categories like
male, female, urbanand rural,
SC. ST. General. OBC. com-
munity. fluctuating barriers
of poverty lines and more.
Figuresalsocrwrgc on nature
and divinity ofthe institutions:
government, semi-govern-

very well, sonic elites think
‘it s too much'. So instead of
lessening the weight/volume
of ihe schoolbags. they are
shrinking the syllabus and
deleting essential topics. This
is not rationalisation but sheer
rationing of basic knowledge

nity pride. Board results mak
‘Breaking News," probably
becausc this periodical out-
break opens up new vistas
of careers for youngsters and
the 'market’, the prescnt-day
determinant for every domain
of life, gets new brands of
customers. However, there
are more issues to ponder over
than these momentary clarions
or dejcctions

We arc obsessed with pass
percentages, rank-holders
(CBSE ICSE making it oblivi-
ous). performances of schools
without caring for logistics,
social status of the perform-
ers. neglecting the psycho-
logical impact on families,
and more. Speak no evil!
Often, wc come across some
publishers of 'Made Easy"
books or Coaching centres or
even private tutors as if the
secret of students' success lie
in their super-conductivity
effects and the students are
doped elements in the super-
conductor series. Claims also
generate from households
or business-magnates and
astrologers claiming their
success on the multicoloured
stones, prescribed by them
which decorate the fingers of
some students! Next, students
and parents make a beeline in
front of the reputed institu-
tions while the spill-overs go
to less acclaimed institutions.

Books arc the vehicles
of knowledge propagation
instilling critical thinking. De-
spite flooding ofdigital books,
the short and long-term rela-
tionships with printed books
will remain imprinted forever.
Look critically at the contents
of textbooks in circulation.
Till 1990s, the textbooks had a
detailed discussion and analy-
sis o ftopics chaptcr-wisc with
few suggestive questions. For
question setting, the tcachcrs
had to think a lot. scratch their
head and then design quoe-
tioflS. Students also studied in
detail to be able to stand tall
and facc the eventuality. There
were hardly any complaints of
“out of syllabus’ ruckus! By
mid-1990sglobalization made
us wiser. Slowly and steadily,
books were market-produced,
authors disappeared or lent
their names to cam royalty,
and the innovative phenom-
enon of eopy-pastc became
a practice. With more pages
on questions titan discussion
and analysis, volumes of the
books became enormous with
questions hired from board"
entrance examinations and
‘MCQs'. But wiser people
thought that is the only way
to break the clutches of rote
learning. Advantages! The
process of setting question
papersgot easier, thanks to the
copy-paste syndrome. Some-
one else has done tlte thinking,
50 better not waste time. Inter-
estingly. many school boards
stipulate that questions must
be seton the pattern suggested
in the book.

Divide and Rule policy is
attributed to the British but we
have mastered the art Results
are analysed through the eyes
of segregation of students in

like me. a careful observation
of the scenario reveals that the
definitiono freservation hasbc-
come dynamic in this day and
age and it relates to luxurious
provisions o fthe rich, elite and
the highly intelligent people
rather than tite poor, deprived
and the backward class today.

Fortunately or unfortunately
the amended Office Memoran-
dum which ison public display
has come up with absence of
any policy for the backlog that
Garo community deserves. To
make matters worse none of
the mainstream Garo NGOs
feel that it is their concern to
at least voice for the rights of
the community. The fight for
justiec and equity seems to
have evaded the people of the
Garo community for 51 years
and continues even today.

The right to demand and
the right to voice is the right
of any citizen as enshrined
in the Constitution of India.
Whether the demand is logical
or illogical must be decidcd
on Constitutional propriety,
just as the VPP's demand for
the review of Job Reservation
Policy or the demand of the
people of Garo Hills for the
Winter Capital in Tura

ment d, pri-
vate. missionary ctc. Students
arc not unifont learners but
tools of adm nistrative. fi-
nancial and social divisions.
Consequently, students also
come up with organisations
with commun ty aspirations;
the fall-out o fwhich is evident
to everyone. Opinions in the
mind are private but becomc
public once words arc used
to express them. Often it is
forgotten that the public dis-
course requires inculcation of
values and rational delibera-
tions.

Few instances of the effects
of results reverberate in the
mind. There arc moments of
deep satisfaction as well as ex-
treme outrage. Two incidents
ofsimilar nature pertaining to
Secondary examinations arc
worth mentioning. The first
dates back to about a decade
ago while the other is recent
In both eases, the students
performed c.'ccllcnlly and
even ranked among tlte first
few though not the topmost.
Excited with the news, | con-
tacted the parents to congratu-
late them anc the students.
Amazingly, the responses
were cool and resentful as if
a big mishap had occurred.
The conversations became
sessions of consolation as
topmost posit on eluded the
students. It may be interesting
to divulge that the parents,
in both cases, were highly
educated, Itappears intriguing
why even the educated class
cannot accept that there is a
best amongst a large number
who are very good. What a
tale! The agony and stress in
the minds of the bright young-
sters arc obliterated.

How justified is it to an-
nounce the performance of
students in the media and grill
the students so that they share
their secrets ofsuccess? Is not
my markshcet mv personal
property, if net totally confi-
dential? Is it not interfering
into one's private life and
triggering discomfort? That
reminds one a scene of the
blockbuster movie “3-Idiots"
where the student 'Rancho’
asked the Director of the in-
stitute. he was studying, about
the efficacy of the ranking
system and announcing the
results publicly much to the
ignominy of noor perform-
ers. Can't wc be little more
compassionate? But how to
come outofthiscoterie? Now
there is a ranking system for
institutions abo where ranks
arc largely subject to factors of
placementsaral corporate life.
Do wc appreciate tlte anguish
of students of low-ranked
institutions having very good
results compared to students
with poor results from top-
ranking institutions? What
about the knowledge base of
either category?

There is a new game in
the horizon called ‘lessen
the burden’ on students by
contracting the curriculum
content. Whata mess! When
ihe world is moving ahead
with knowledge expansion
and young learnersare coping

The illogical and unceremo-
nious assumption that there can
be no winter capital in Tura
reeks of anroganec and is like
adding salt to wounds of the
Garo community as happened
in the amendcc Office Memo-
randum. Hence the demand by
the people of Garo Hills for a
Winter Capita! is a right that
can't be termec as uncalled for
and no talcs o fwoes or reasons
undermining it may matter lo
the people 0 fG uo Hills. Winter
Capital or not. our brethren in
Meghalaya shculd make pcacc
with the idea ofTura becoming
the Capital ol'iVcghalayawhich
is inevitable in the coming
decades, as any student o fgeo-
politics will agve.

Yoursetc.
Katchan Salakim R

arak,
Std X1 Little Blosom
Higher Secondary School.

Tura
PA Sangma
stadium
Editor,

Asa residentof Tura. Me-
ghalaya and one who has

the capability of
the learners. Likewise, there
is a campaign in some states,
mostly tribal states, Ihai the
students are weak in science
and mathematics, and syllabus
must be made easier. Another
gross insult and embarrass-
ment for the students! This
populist ploy to satisfy the
crowd shows a dearth in the
capacity lo think as sharply as
the young informed students.
The cumulative harm of such
an infamous theory is being
fell by any rational person.
The weak students arc dis-
carded while forcing the better
ones tojoin this group of mere
certificate holders

Can there be any umtorm
pattern of curriculum and
examination system to stan-
dardise all students and decide
who can proceed for the next
level of learning? Given the
socio-economic and geo-

natc from coaching hubs of
our country. We arc obsessed
to be at par with international
standards. Do other countries
also report similar suicidal
behaviour*' Psychiatric coun-
selling is a solution but there's
more to it; hopefully some
enlightened members of the
socicty will analyse the stress
of the students who arc to
climb the rungs of the ladder
to be successful.

Not all students score bril-
liantly and conic to die lime-
light.” Some score moderately
yet a good number fail, and
contribute positively to the
fund-raising schemes of the
Boards. These lesser humans
arc condemned but they consti-
tutea huge force. We talk about
them but remain obsessed with
those carccr-driven brilliant
ones. It is these weak/dropout/
failed students who remain
where they belong to and
constitute the base of the local
eulture and socief

There is another aspcct of

(SI1X)

Modi in America
Breaking new

grounds!
By Dr DK Giri

The nueh-awaitcd state
visit of Prime Minister Modi
to the United States has hap-
pened. Not only in India but
across the world, perhaps for
the first time, world attention
is focusscc on it. Modi was
accorded tie singular honour
ofaddressirg the US Congress
for the second time, after a
coupleof leaders like Winston
Churchill and Nelson Man-
dela. Modi becomes die only
major world leader to do so.
This is notasmall recognition
which United States of Amer-
icabestows, and the American
government is not an admirer
o fModi. TVishonour signifies
theAmcricatintento fembrac-
ing Indiaasa partner.

Many observer* arc won-
dering. why America s rolling
the red carpet for Modi, who
was once denied visa as a
Chicf Minister of Gujarat for
his controversial role in the

an
issue of current affairs called
’learning loss', triggered by
COVID pandemic like the
challenges proliferated in other
walks of life. There is a dip
in overall pass percentage in
the last two years in Board
the coun-

graphical of our
students, this sounds rather
impractical and self-defeating.
Subjects like Science. Math-
ematicsand English cannotbe
diluted looking at the crowd.
Social science topics invite
considerationsoflocal culture
and conditions, and hence
liberal approach in fram-
ing the syliabus is essential
Environment education has
rightly become an integral
part of the curriculum yet the
menace of Climate Change
and Global Wanning continue
unabated. Is there any gap in
the knowledge delivery and
practices followed? Central
and State Governments ban
use of plastics periodically
with much fanfair. Plastics
disappear from the market for
few days just to reappear with
renewed vigour.

Whatever be the curric-
ulum design, the mode of
assessment of the students
always presents an unpalat-
able mechanism. Big varia-
tion exists between state and
central boards where central
boards arc seen as inflat-
ing the marks. Again, some
enlightened citizens feel that
central boards students arc
better equipped than the state
products: the debate remains
inconclusive. To standardise
this, the think-tank prescribed
JEE. NEET. CUET ctc. Thus,
students are in e grid system

of the tyranny

try. attributed to the learning-
gap caused by the pandemic.
Advanced technology could
not mitigate the slide due to
constraints of resources. The
access to education for the
poorand those in remote areas
suffered in a cumulative way
following unequal acccss to
digital infrastructure. Further,
reports of surveysconducted by
some universities suggest that
remote learning has hampered
students' concentration levels,
writing speed, handwriting and
mental health. Basically, online
educationcan bea facilitator but
never a substitute for classroom
learning

But the future is bright. With
NEP 2020 around. Class X
examinations are on their way
out; at least few states have de-
clared so. No more worries. Itis
commendable that many public
figures, who opposed NEP till
other day. have started finding

pogrom in 2002
During this visit also 75 Con-
gressmen and women from the
Democratic Party have written
to President Bidcn to raise the
issucsofhunan rights, shrink-
ing democratic space, and in-
security o freligious minorities
ctc. There werealso protests by
human rights activists. T his »s
notuncommon. Ona TV panel
debate | was asked the very
question. Why is America so
warming > to Modi despite
his blemished record on hu-
man rights? My answer was
as follows:

America is not cuddling
Modi as a person. They arc
warming up to the most popu-
lous country in the world and
potentially he biggest market.
Estimates ire that by 2030.
India will have a working
population of I billion which is
more than tite G-8 population.
Today, it las internet coverage
almost equal to it. Further-
more. India’s per capita mobile
data consumption ranks num-
ber one inthe world, which
is more than that of US and
China combined Americans
have noticed how people in
Ir\dlas remote areas can ac-
healthcare

immense with the
same after dramatically chang-
ing political colour. Realisations
arc relative, not absolute as we
often think. Acadcmic consid-
erations are highly volatile and
sublimes in the heat o f politics,
career, lust for power, and also
toeing the line o fauthority.
Systems are quite intrigu-
ing. News flows diat few state
governments have dccided to
revamp the education system

with digital help. American
economists have predicted
the steady growth of the In-
dian economy as that ofChina
peaks whenever the Western
countries decide to pull the
rug under is feet Second, in
inlcr-govemmental transac-
tions. the national interests,
a euphemism for rcalpolitik.
prompts tic countries not
necessarily human rights.

and
inits first meet-

continues. As the pressure of
Board examinations eases out
there are more in the linc-up.
And mind it. these arc done
to 'lessen the burden'! Hold
your breath! There is National
Testing Ageney for conduct-
ing examinations in almost
all fields ofentry to academics
and jobs but entry to politics?
*Holy cow!"

O flate, there arc increasing
cases ofstudents dying ofsui-
cide. A glance at these cases
shows that most suicidcs arc
among the aspirants o fprofes-
sional courses - cither during
the process of preparation for
the ordeal or as a bum-out
syndrome. The tormentors like
NEET and JEE. former being
more lethal, have already
made impacts as stories cma-

known Mr Purno Sangma
as a man who eared for this
state and during his first ten-
ure had very pure intentions
of putting Meghalaya in the
development map. it is sad to
see thata stadium in his name
has been so badly constructed
that the area around it has col-
lapsed. In Meghalaya there is
not a single government con-
structed structure that is done
with engineering integrity.
There are always shortcuts
adopted by engineers ina bid
to make money. Of coursc.
the money is also shared by
those in government. If one
looks at the roads oik finds
that water logs in the middle
and there are no drains at the
sides. What sort o f engineer-
ing work is this? Why arc con-
tractors allowed to get away
with this kind o sub-standard
work? Engineers who sign
the completion report o fsuch
projects should be penalised
heavily. In fact, a time has
now come to approach the
High Court to pull up such
avaricious contractors and
engineers

There is not a single strvic
turc that we can claim to

ing decidcd toconstitutc another
committee which in turn actcd
likewise; hcnce committee af-
ter committee and series of
meetings. Some decisions will
emerge someday which may be-
come irrevocable, despite flaws
inthem, since these have been
obtained democratically!

Many democra-
cies have expressed the dif-
ficulty of their governments
in balancing human rights
and trade

Third, to be fair to both
Biden and Modi, both soci-
eties. American and Indian,
facc their respective chal-
lenges in upholding democ-
racyand human rightsctc. Re-

Nature is
us not disturb the natural quali-
ties of young minds but teach
them fundamentals of nature
As our children grow up. they
encounter endless possibilities
but we should not force them
tostare defeat in tte face in die
exam hall. If this happens, we
only will be real losers along-
side die land wc live in.

(The author is retired lec-
turer Shillong College and
examiner. MBOSE)

— M "B j)
be an engineering marvel in
this state. If even the State
Assembly building which is
the sanctum sanctorum of
democracy is constructed
so shabbily and by bending
all the rules so that someone
makes money then how will
this state ever progress? Look-
ing around one s filled with
a sense of dejection at how
everything is crumbling and
every project is riddled with
corruption even while those
indulging in it know very well
thatan enquiry committee will
acquit them should they be
caught. Is this why wc fought
for our own state, just so that
some people become million-
aires and billionaires while
others continue to remain
poor througltotil their lives and
even their next generation?
Yours ctc.,
AR Marak.
Tura

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sentby emil,
Only letters with the requisite
detailswilt be puisned.

member,

nablc sight of the supporters
of Donald frump storming
and vandalizing the Capitol
Hill to disrupt the peaceful
transfer of power. Itowcver,
Modi’s ‘stoic silence’ at the
time of violence against or
violationoffundamental rights
ofthc minorities in India raises
questions about his attitude
towards religious minorities
ofnon-Indie origin.

The sccond question amid
tite hype and Inouhalia in (tie
media is. what would the visit
accomplish in material tenns?
Will the USand Indiabecome
allies? Again, there is scepti-
cism shovn by observers.
Noted journalist Barklia Dull
dismisses his possibility in
an article in the "

touch-and-go contacts with
China and Pakistan.

Thankfully, there was
evidence of a new mood
and strategic shift in this
visit. Sample the words
and note the warmth in the
speeches of both the leaders
in South Lawn of the White
House. Some may say they
arc diplomatic platitudes.
But not really! Again, for
the first time, Indian Ameri-
cans in a sizeable number
were allowed entry into
coveted premises of the
Whitc Ilouse, who o fcourse
made a funny spcctaclc of
chanting Modi-Modi during
his spcech. Immigrants and
NRIs display an irrational
degree of emotions for their
home country. That said,
let us also study the critical
agreements made during this
visit. Thus, both utterances
and actions associated with
the visit inevitably will lead
to the consolidation of the
relationship.

Bidcn in his welcome
remarks said three things
which will have a bearing
on the evolving relationship.
He said that India-American
bilateralism "will be a defin-
ing relationship of21st cen-
tury and will impact world
politics™. Sccond. he said
that three beginning words
in our respective constitu-
tions. which arc. “Wc the
people” inextricably bind
us together. I1c added that it
is 15 yearssincc the US has
accordcd a state visit to the
Republic' of India. Third, he
underlined that the world is
at an inflection point where
multiple challenges arc star-
ing at us. mainly Russia's
unprovoked war in Ukraine.
Itis lime two big democra-
cies. two powerful countries,
stand together. The reference
to the war in the presence of
Modi indicates that America
will push the envelope on
the Ukrainian war and try to
nudge India into their side
sooner than later.

In his reply. Modi was
equally effusive about
America’soverture and hos-
pitality. lie said "1 cannot
thank Biden and the first
lady enough for inviting
me to addrcss the US Con-
gress for the sccond time.”
He added, post-Covid, the
world is taking a new shape.
In the new scenario. India
and American relationship
which is becoming deter-
mined and strongly strategic
will contribute to global

good, peace, stability and
prospemy He brought in
his usual Indian traditional
Vedic saying, Sarvajana
Hilaya, Sarvajana Sukhaya
(well-being lo all and hap-
piness lo all) as the motto of
India's world policy. Modi
underscored the weight of
Indian demography as he
said, "1 bring the aspirations
and goodwill of 1.4 billion
Q lcin India and 4 mil-

>lus Indian Diaspora in
America.”

India and the US on 22nd
June, declared a number of
agreements on dcfence co-
operation. critical emerging
technology, health, environ-
ment issuance of visas and
space: the lastone could pave
the way foran unprecedented
transfer of Jet Indian tech-
nology lo India, ilk General
Elcetnc and Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited announced
the signing o fa MoU toioindy
produce GE 414 et engines in
India for the Tcjas Mk2 light
combat aircraft. The Defence
Ministries o fthe two countries

Post tided ‘Sony, Friends Yes,
But Nol an Ally". | disagree
with her prognosis. America
and India nay be fumbling a
bit in becoming formal allies
just yet. Bui the geo-political
situation will nud*c both the
countries into a formal alli-
ance. Ironically, China is the
catalyst that will foster this
relationship.

In fact, there has been
greater reluctance on India's
partand inconsistency shown
by Americans as | have re-
peatedly said in ihis column
Both ips will do well

sion ofan innovation platfonn
- INDUS-X in Washington IK"
on 21 June hosted by the US-
India Business Council. That
will foster defence industrial
collaboration.

All these agreements were
characterised by Biden as
“nextgencration partnership”.
He added. The decisions we
make today arc going to deter-
mine our future fordccades to
conic". Somecritics point out
that Modi did not get much
in strategic terms as Chi-
nese aggression agains| India

and of its land in

lo remember the axiomatic
advice proffered by Carol
Elizabeth Mosley Braun,
a former US Senator and
diplomat. “In politics, there
arc no permanent friends or
permancntcncmics.just per-
manent int. Tests”. India will
have to shed ihe sentiments
about the history o relation-
ship with USSK/Rumia und
America will have to slop its

Ladakh was not mentioned
Admittedly, both countries
are treading cautiously but
surely on China which is the
common denominator in the
relationship. So, all in all,
this visit has taken the next
big step in India-Amcrica
relationship. — INFA

(The writers is Secretary
(iciierut. Assn fur Demo-
cratic Socialism)
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Chaos in Russia
RUSSIA has exposed its underbelly yet again. The
centrepiece ofthe Communist empire, which stood
on its own after the disintegration ofthe USSR in
1991. is today a picture o f absolute chaos. Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin narrowly averted a situation
of capture of capital Moscow by his one-time
protege and chef-turned businessman Yevgeny
Prigozhin. Prigozhin's private military labelled
Wagner reached less than 200km close to Moscow
when the president of Belarus republic - which
was formerly a part ofthe USSR - intervened and
persuaded him to abandon the march to the seats

of power.

The exit of Prigozhin from Russia as per a tem-
porary truce with President Putin is by no means
an end to the chaos. Prigozhin was trying to exploit
a situation ofthe people's growing anger against
Putin, the dictator who started as a spy and then
ruled Russia for about 25 years with brnte force
and absolute control. Asa former Putin aide said
this could as well be the “beginning of the end"
for the President. Putin was all-powerful until 16
months ago. His infamous undoing being that he
set his sights on Ukraine —a former USSR prov-

ince. like Bclanis

where its president Zelensky,

with generous Western military aid. eftectivcly
countered Putin. Now. with the private military
that Putin majorly used to wage the (losing) war
in Ukraine having turned against the “corrupt”
Russian military and against Putin himself, the

tator is set to suffer more reverses on
nwarfront as also domestically. Prigo-

zhin's main charges against the Russian military
was that its “wrong" policies, pushes and actions
were making his private army sitting ducks on the
Ukrainian war front. Large numbers of casualties
were inflicted on the Wagner private army too by
recklcss boimings in Ukraine by Russian fighter
jets. The private army issaid to be more efficient in
enemy combat compared to the Russian military's
ground forces. It comprised hard-core criminals,
militia, released from Russian jails, as also army
deserters from nations like Syria.

The private military's brutality is more com-
pared to the iwrmal army that can do fighting only
in forms approved under international laws of
warfare. This gave Wagner, equipped with military
weapons, the extra edge. While Wagner’s chief
has exited from Russia to Belarus, the fate of his
private army of mercenaries is not clear yet. They
can be trusted to add to the present chaos inside

Russia. Putin himselfis ai

g, sometimes ‘not in

his senses’ and the military generals are said to
be guiding him the wrong way. Prima facie, the
conditions arc tailor-made for further disaster for

Russia.

Stop beating the
war drum against

drug users

Editor.

I'am providing cxccrpts
from reports Ihat arc in the
public domain. Itis surpris-
ing to see lhat our state is still
beating their ch:sts about a
WAR on DRUGS. “In June
2011, the Cilobal Commis-
sion on Drug Policy had
declared the global War on
Drugs a failure.”

On June 24,2022 the UN
human right*, esperis have
called on the international
community lo bring an end
to ihe so-called "war on
drugs™and promote drug
policies that ar< firmly an-
chored in human rights

"Data and experience
accumulated by UN ex-
perts have shown that ihe
“war on drugs™undermines
health and social wellbeing
and wastes public resources
while failing to cradicatc
the demand for illegal drugs
and (he illegal crug market.
Worse, this “war" has en-
gendered narco-economics
at ihe local, national and
regional levels in several
instances to the detrimentof
national development. Such
policies have far-reaching
negative implications for
the widesi range of human
rights, including the right
to personal liberty, freedom
from forced labour, from
ill-treatment and torture,
fair trial rights, ihe rights to
health, including palliative
treatment and ore. right to
adequate housing, freedom
from discrimination, right
to clean and healthy envi-
ronment. right lo culture

and freedoms of expression,
religion, assembly and asso-
ciation and the right to equal
treatment before the law.”
"“As the UN system Com-
mon Position on drug policy
has emphasised, drug use and
dependency should not be
treated as a criminal matter,
but ratheras a health issue lo
be addressed through rights-
based measures including
public health education, Ihc
provision of mental hygiene
treatment, carc and support,
rehabilitation and transition1
reiniegration programmes.

e UN system, the in-
ternational community and
individual Member Slates
have a historical responsibil-
ity to reverse the devastation
brought about by decades of
a global “war on drugs*""

The IDADAIT 2023
theme is "People first: stop
stigma and discrimination,
strengthen prevention” -aims
to raise awareness about
the importance of treating
people who use drugs with
respcct and empathy; provid-
ing cvidence-bascd. volun-
tary services for all: offering
alternatives to punishment
prioriiizing prevention; and
leading with compassion.

Assomeone who has been
caring for dependent indi-
viduals for over 30 years |
want lo highlight the fact Ihat
these arc people wc are talk-
ing about - who could even
be someone from your own
family who has ihe disease
of addiction. Let our slate
lead in understanding the
theme for this year and liv-
ing it - not beating the drum
fora WAR

Yours ctc.,
or sandi Syicm.
Via email

Fresh New Look at Indigenous
Food and Beverages

The Jadoh stall or the tea
shops are popular eateries
in the Khasi and Jafltia hills
region.and one can find them
everywhere. For any food
aficionado who wants to try
local food, thejadoh stalls are
ihconly places to visit. These
shops have existed for ages
and serve the sole purpose
of providing food to travel-
ers passing through the area.
These shops across the region
serve local food and have
attracted both local and non-
local clients. However, what
is lacking is ensuring that ihe
food is nutritious and Ihat the
plating or presentation of the
food is appealing.

Jadoh. with its yellowish
color, is a must-have item
atany feast in the Khasi and
Jarttia region of the slate. It
is called Jadoh a combina-
tion of two words fa* rice
and ‘doh’ meat because rice
is cooked in chicken or pork
broth, and the yellowish color
isdue lo ihe turmeric powder
in the food, Ilic food in these
shops is served in an old and
traditional manner, without
any attempt to improve the
appearance or serve the food
ina way that is appealing to
the clients” eyes.

Food must have a visually
appealing look

Improving the appearance
and working on the presen-
tation of local indigenous
food is now’ attracting many
young chefs and tribal food
aficionados. Tribal foods arc
no longer limited lo items
found only in neighbour-
hood jadoh stalls; working
on aesthetically plating local
indigenous food is becoming
popular even among young
people. 1 heard the phrase
%eat your rainbow” for the first
time when lattended a dinner
hosted by Bah Phrang Roy
and his wife. Anita. Kong
Aniia reminded us that ihe
colorsof the dishcs represent
the diversity of food offered
onthe plate, which isalso nu-
tritious. Ihe dinner made me
realize Ihat the more colorful
ihe food is. the more nutri-
tious it is. What is the lesson
learned from this episode?
Ihe incident made me realize
that what is lacking in our
food is ils appearance

There are now many cafes
specializing in and running
traditional eateries, and one
such example is the "You
and | Cafe." which is very
popular. These cafes or res-
taurants cater to clientele
interested in the indigenous
food system only. There
arc also organizations like
NESFAS. SSC. and SURE
that have not only worked on

Where’s our
humanity?

iidiior.

I read the report in a sec-
tion of ihe media (Scroll.in)
about refugees from Manipur
in Shillong being turned
away in many localities. |
am pained to see what ap-
pears to be a reluctance to
help - 1hope my impression
is wrong. Precautions arc
ncecssary. We need to ensure
that the city is kepi safe
However, a blanket bon on all
refugees from Manipur is in-
human to say the least. | hcsc
arc people whose houses
may have been burnt and
several may have lost their
loved ones to the violcncc.
We could placc ourselves in
iheir shoes.

What has lo be done is
lo keep good records of the
tenants. Ask them to get a
certificate from the respec-
tive organisation in Shillong
of that community. Let an
undertaking also be given
that they have to abide by a
set of rules the shnong may
make, with a penalty for
infringement. The district
administration may anrangc
for records to be sent to the
respective police station for
quick reference in case ofany
emergency and for unfore-
seen difficulties which may
arise. Other requirements
may be prescribed

Die requirements should
be with the purpose to ensure
security and not to make it
too difficult for people who
arc in great need. May I re-
quest the Dorbar Shnongs to
rethink their blanket ban on
refugees?

“For | was hungry and
you gave me no food. 1was
thirsty and you gave me no

By 1111 Mohrmen

improving the presentation
of indigenous foods in the
state but. moie importantly,
have worked tiard to ensure
that when scived, the food
varietiesarc no less nutritious
than other foods available in
the market.

Not just appcarancc.

but it is nutritious too

The unigueness of the
intervention is Ihat the food
served should lotonly appeal
to the eater's astc buds, but
it should also ensure that the
food is nutritious and healihy.
The ten food groups* concept
was introduced by a United
Nations agency, the Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). Foods are classified

into all starchy stable food
in one group, beansand peas
in another, nuls and seeds in
one group, da ry products in
one group. and flesh food in
another. Eggs arc classified
in one group, vitamin A-rich
dark green Ic.ify vegetables
in another, and other vitamin
A-rich vegetables and fruits
in another. Other vegetables
and fruits are kept under two
separate groul>s. Of the ten
food groups, for an optimum
diet, a person must consume
al least live food groups in
a day. Foods in ihcse cafes
promoted by these organiza-
tions ensure lhat the food
served contains at least five
food groups

Recently, a local chef
from Shillong was hired by
NESFAS as pan ofaprogram
to improve school meals in
the region. The chef came
up with a menu of creative
dishes made from local food
items available in the area
The dishes include rymbai ja
(soya bean) soup, a ricc and
bean Japanesc-siylc sweet
soup, bean slew with veg-
etables made ofjhur phon and
rymbaija. and Krai tungtap. a
chutney made of millet and

drink, 1was a stranger and
you did not welcome me.
naked and you did not clothe
me. sick and in prison and
you did not visit me." Let
these not be ihe words that
Christ will confront us with
some day.
Yoursetc..
Barkos Warjri,
Via email

Dangers of
Aadhaar!

Editor,

All of a sulden our State
government has gone the
whole hog tociforcc the Aad-
haar enrollment for all citi-
zens who have not yet done
s0. Against such a sweeping
imposition some disccming
citizens have opined that
there is something fishy in Ihc
process. It's widely known
that Meghalaya fares abys-
mally low in Aadhaar regis-
tration vis-a-vis all the other
states in India with around
40% of citizens still not reg-
istered unde* Aadhaar. It's
mind-boggling thatjusta few
months ago the state govern-
ment has asked evenstudents
o register themselves under
Aadhaar and also told the
people included in MIIS
health cards to niandatorily
link with it with the Aadhaar
number. Naturally most rural
bencficiarics. poor as they
arc likely to suffer bitter
deprivation sincc hospitals
have flatly refused lo accept
the MI1IIS card not linked to
Aadhar. Of late | have been
given to understand that even
for replacement o fexhausted
LPCi cylinders the Aadhar
card has become compulsory
without which the suppliers
will not deliver Ihc filled
cylinder.

fermented fish

There is an item made
of shricw bad umphniang
sohmyngken and krai, which
is an item made ofyam with
millet and chili oil. as well as
pylicng khich with jhur im.
or egg salad with a variety
of assorted herbs. The chef
introduced another creative
approach to cooking lentils
with pumpkin. Additionally,
there are fritters made from
various herbs, or pakawri
jhur-im. and to lop it all off,
there is phan karo (sweet
potato) halwa The diversity
of food items in the region
proves that ihcrc is no short-
age of food items available
in the area to curate any kind

of food to caicr lo the eaters
fancy. The point is that young
people nowadays are not
afraid of trying lo improve
local indigenous foods and
drinks.

Catching up with the

popular caff culture

The Mciramew or Bei-
ramaw cafes arc becoming
popular now. and these food
joints not only serve tradi-
tional and nutritious food but
also take care of sourcing the
food they serve. To ensure
that the food is fresh and
benefits the local people, carc
is taken to source all the food
served from fanners and lo-
cal producers only. The cafcs
notonly serve local food, but
they also take carc to serve
food that is unique to ihe
region. Popularizing unique
local dishesensures that only
special dishes thatarc unique
lo that particular region are
served. For instance, in the
Bhoi area, “ja tyndong," or
rice cooked in a bamboo
piece, is served, and in the
War Jarttia area, fish curry
and some fish, which are
delicaciesoflivelocal people,
are served. The cafcs, while
following the popular cafe

I'm constrained to believe
that the present Government
of Meghalaya is considering
bringing more public utility
services under the Aadhaar
parameters, forthwith. It may
be a point to note that when
Aadhaar was first imple-
mented. it was declared that
Meghalaya. Assam and the
erstw hile Jammu & Kashmir
state were exempted, but
our government seems to
have kicked that notification
under Ihc carpet. Addition-
ally, on March 27, 2023. the
Apex court ordered that Ihc
Central government cannot
make Aadhaar card manda-
tory forany wel fare schemes
offered by it. Hence in short,
with this stringent measure
promulgated by the MDA-
02 government Ihc axe will
definitely fall on the gullible
villagers and the less edu-
cated masses. Perhapsall ihis
has come to pass owing lo the
rock-bottom position occu-
pied by Meghalaya amongst
Inc states of India in terms o f
Aadhaar registration and for
which the saffron government
in IXrlhi must have taken to
task the Conrad Sangma-led
MDA 2.0 Government for
its soft peddling on Aadhaar
enrolment,

This lambasting recipe
must have propelled Sangma
10 go on an overdrive in this
context. I'm also bewildered
Ihat despite the prescncc of
innumerable NGOs in the
Khasi-Jaintia hill-districts
like KSU. HYC, HITO.
FKJGP. they have to dale
maintained a studied silence
over ihis critical societal
issue. A notable point here
is Ihat Aadhaar conscription
is fraught with the dangers
of data breach pertaining lo

trend, also popularize wild
edibles available in the area.
Wine, but not local spirits

In an attempt to make the
best use of ihe fruits grown
in ihe stale, which arc both
popular and exotic, the gov-
ernment has recently legal-
ized winemaking using local
fruits. With the stale produc-
ing many kinds of fruits, the
making of fruit wine is also
becoming popular.

1l was a pleasant surprise
that during one’s maiden
visit to the C'ourtYard hotel
by Marriott, on ihe beverage
menu of the hotel bar. there
is an item named "kynraw u
pa.” | was unable to decipher
thedrink's name afterjust one
reading. But it wasn't until |
read the item on the menu for
a second lime lhat | realized
it was a Pnar slang. "Kynraw’
is ihe lingo for local ale. and
"kynraw u pa” meant"my fa-
thersdrink.” In the local Pnar
parlance, the more polite and
acceptable name for ihe local
ale or i kiacT is i kynraw.'
which literally means a thing.
I'm sure the local brew is used
in the cocktail, which is being
promoted by the curator, who
is unquestionably a Pnar.

Local Pnar drink is mostly
made of ricc and sometimes
millet. The only traditional
process of alcohol- making
among the Pnaris by ferment-
ing i yndem' and ‘i sadhiar.”
Ricc beer, also called i pymah
i pyrjirt,"is the most important
drink. Il is also an important
item in performing different
rites and rituals in traditional
religious practices.

There is a difference in
the process of nuking rice
beer and ka kiad. Ka kiad.
or local alcohol, is made by
distilling, while rice beer is
made by fermenting ricc or
millet, as the case may be. In
fomenting rice beer, a much
more rudimentary product is
called 'yndem."and a refined
product is callcd ‘sadhiar’
in Pnar. Ka kiad is a typical
alcohol and the tradition of
making ka kiad is not native,
butan influence from outside
culture.

Local ricc beer not recei
due recognition

Rice beer, which is a tra-
ditional drink of the people
sincc lime immemorial, is
now being looked down upon
and ncglccted. The effort lo
promote fruit wine is praise-
worthy, but local ricc beer
also needs lo be promoted.
Catching up with the trend
that helps popularize indig-
enous foods, it is only filling
and coiTcct that the govern-
ment should promote local
beverages, especially ihe
popular ricc beer.

ng

one's privacy - a fundamental
right. A case in point is that
on May 1st, 2017. the details
of 130 million bank account
holders were leaked from the
government's websites. To lop
itall, on June 12, there was a
massive vital data leak caused
by the Co-win portal where
personal daia on Aadhaar
were freely accessiblc to any
inquisitive tech-sawy person.
Leakages were also reported
on gender, passport numbers,
date ofbirth.datcofreceiving
first Covid vaccincs. thereby
offering a level playing field
for ihe scrupulous character -
as they arc accessible on so-
cial media platforms!
Prominent personalities in
the field of politics, bureau-
cracy ctc.. arc inevitably under
the scourgc of data exposure.
Besides the Secretary. Union
Health Ministry R. Bhushan
and his spouse R. Khandhuri.
the Union Minister of State,
Meenakshi Lckhi (here are
also well-known opposition
leaders, viz. P.Chidambaram,
former Union Minister. Derek
O'Brien. Rajya Sabha MPand
Trinamool Congress leader
are victims of data brcach.
Even eminentjournalists like
Rajdeep Sardcsai and Barkha
Dutt have fallen into this co-
nundrum. It bears recalling
that in one of my letters to
the editor, titled. The dark
aspects of Aadhaar' (ST July
11,2017). | had conveyed
a caveat that induction into
Aadhaar networks will in Ihc
end literally turn us into a
dog underan electronic leash
Hence, taking everything into
account. Aadhaar regimen
will be breathing down our
neck atall limes.
Yours cic.
Jerome K Dicngdoh
Shillong-2

(SI1X)

Climate change
and consumerism

By Barnes Mawrie

Theformer US President
Barack Obama has rightly
/tainted ou’ that "we are the
first generation to feel the
impacto fclimate changeand
the last generation that can
do something alxntt it. "

The impact of climate
change is being felt world-
wide. Erratic weather condi-
tions arc being witnessed
from time totime. In India we
arc seeing the erratic behav-
iour of the monsoons. When
we were children many years
ago. we used to feel the ar-
rival of Ihc monsoons right
from the beginning of June
and they would last even till
August or early September.
They were days of endless
rain and cloudy weather.
Today we arc witnessing
a drastic climatic change.
The monsoons arc short and
unpredictable. Flash rains
arc becoming more frequent
and Inc sudden heavy down-
pours rans<* si lot of havoc
This summer in some parts
of India Ike UP, Rajasthan
cic.. due to the delay of the
monsoons people arc experi-
encing an unbearable soaring
heat which has claimed the

lives of many. Besides this,
then: is drought and shortage
of water. In Maharashtra for
example, tie wells have run
dry and the water supply has
reached a critical stage. It is
already season tor the mon-
soons but it seems that the
monsoons are playing hide
and seek. Climatologists arc
predicting worse scenarios in
the coming years. Wc arc all
aware that climatc change is
playing ha.oc on our planet
and the proccss is irrevers-
ible

As one of the inhabit-
ants of ihis planet Earth. |
feel greatly concemed about
the well-being of our God-
given home. Climate changc
is definitely not a natural
outcome. but il is the result
of irresponsible human be-
haviour. Here | would like
to bring to the awareness of
all my fellow earthlings that
one of the principal causes
of climatc change is our
consumcriit culture. This is

sertcd human behaviour that
is based on the principle of
“use and throw." In richer
countries of the world peo-
ple buy commodities, use
them forsome limeand then
get rid of these. lhcrc arc
rich people who buy dresses
only for occasions and then
they dispose them off. China
is one country where con-
sumerism is growing at a
rapid rate sincc people have
become economically bet-
ter off. This is the reason
why China has developed
into the biggest producing
country. Name anything that
is not made in China today.
Consequently, China has
bccome an energy-hungry
country bccausc of the ex-
tensive production process.
Chinese goods arc in great
demand all over the world
becausc they arc cheaper in
comparison to goods from
other countries. India is
one country where Chinese
goods are being bought ex-
tensively. People continue
lo buy new products while
simultaneously they dump
away Ihc used goods. These
commodities continue to be

imported which results in the
increase of garbage which
in turn pollutes the land, air
and water.

Itisevident therefore that
consumerism is the primary
culprit of the vicious cydc
of climatc change. Take for
example, a few decadesago
there were very fewautomo-
biles in Shillong. First ofall.
there was lesser demand for
such goods on account of
their high priccs and more-
over ihcrc wasalsoa limita-
tion of choice. Thus people
who owned cars in those
days would run them for
years, repairing them from
time to time. There was no
such “useand throw" culture
but people would maximize
the utility of goods. Those
were the days when wc
could walk frecly along the
streets and breathe fresh air.
Ihcre was neither traffic jam
nor pollution nor garbage
issue as much as wc face
them today. Today however,

a self-imposed
culture which is based on the
economic law o fdemand and
supply. The law says Ihat
“the greater the demand for
a commodity, the greater the
supply grows.” When the
price of Inc demanded com-
modity decreases the demand
increases. In a mechanized
world where mar.;; produc
lion is the practice of the
day, commodities tend to
become chcaper as they are
produced al lower cost. This
leads to a higher buying
potential othe public. How-
ever. when the demand grows
there has to be greater pro-
duction wiich implies that
more natural resources are
required, ' his means more
pressure on Mother Nature
- more extensive mining of
minerals, more deforestation,
more factories built, more
energy required, more pol-
lution produced and so on.
Demand on the other hand
is the result ofa consumecrist
socicty. Globalization has
only augirented consumer-
ism sincc there is availability
ofcommoditiesofall brands
from various countries of
ihe world. Today when wc
g0 to a shopping mall, there
is no longer the problem of
scarcity o*goods but only
the problem of choice. Con-
sumers arc easily lurcd into
purchasing more and more
and the culture ofconsumer-
ism gels more entrenched in
our socicty

Consumerism is a per-

1 has caught up
with Ihc people o four state.
There arc so many brands of
vehiclesataffordable priccs,
and so even a poor family
owns at leasta two-wheeler
today. Rich people changc
their vehicles from time to
lime. Pic result is that pol-
lution and traffic jams have
iiKivascd in ourcitics. Other
Kinds of goods arc being
purchased, used and then
disposed of. 'lhis is adding
to the amount o f garbage in
everycity. Ihus the consum-
crist culture has caught up
with every one and the poor
victim is our Mother Earth
who has to bear the bruntof
our human greed and luxuri-
ous lifestyle.

It is evident that the
problem of climatc change
can never be reversed until
and unless humans begin
to changc their wasteful
behaviour and lifestyle. Our
generation is notably char-
acterized by a "shopping
culture,"a "technology hun-
gry culture” and a “use and
throw culture.” All these arc
the outcome of consumer-
ism. Therefore, if we want
to save our planet from the
imminent disaster, wc need
to modify ourbehaviour, put
an end to the present culture
ofconsumerism and Icam to
live simpler lives. Wc have
to follow the principle of
"reducing needs, maximiz-
ing utility, saving energy,
living economically and
acting responsibly.”
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4Thinking will nol overcomefear
but action will.”

W. Clement Stone
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Need for institutional engagement
MANY questions have been raised as to what
central institutions have done to add value to the
slate they are located in. Often the only limited
ambition ofany state or people where a central
institution iscrcated is ‘employment* for the lo-
cal people. Butwhat normally happens is that the
state where a central institution comes up does
not have the academic expertise and experien-
tial requirements that the institution demands
at higher levels. The onlyjobs available are the
clerical or fourth grade varieties. Hence the top
paying jobs go to people who are brought in
from outside the state. The reverse is also true.
The best brains from the state are compelled to
look for jobs and placements outside the state
because it does not have the capacity to absorb
those brilliant minds. Those who have found
better payingjobs ouLside the state or the country
would think twice before returning to theirhome
state. A few do come back to add value to the
home institution they join in because they bring
their expertise and experience with them.

Meghalaya has a number of premier central
institutions from the Institute for Hospitality
Management (1HM), to the National Institute
of Fashion Technology (NIPT), to the Indian
Institute of Management (11M) to the National
Institute of Technology (NIT) among others.
These Institutes have been functioning for over
a decade and it is time to evaluate as to what
value they have added to Meghalaya and their

level o fengagement with the local commu

es.

What level of [rust have these institutions been
able to build in the societies surrounding them.
Have they been able to help address some of
the challenges faced by the local communities
or have they remained ivory towers inside their

gated institutions.

Trust is integral to the functioning of any
society. Trust in public institutions are all es-
sential ingredients for social and economic
progress. The institutions that have come up,
particularly the IIM and IHM have a major role
to play in training local communities in short
term management courses such as in tourism
management, training of tour guides and op-
erators and training in selling destinations and
determining the costing of such destinations
so that they become sustainable. IIM Shillong
can train local traditional institutions on policy
planning and execution and service delivery.
Actually, the success in achieving each of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)— from
eliminating poverty (SDGI), to combatting
climate change (SDG3), to building peaceful
and inclusive societies (SD G 16)—will depend
on how much the citizens and businesses trust
public institutions. Hence public institutions of
national importance have a crucial role to play
but the local communities too must find ways
to engage with these institutions. In this endea-
vour perhaps the State Government has to play

a bridge-building role.

W here’s the
transparency
in recruitment?

Editor,

I would like to refer to
your paper’s news *cm dated
June 24, 2023 under the
heading ” Will act against
non « tribal tracers sans
license, " wherein it was
reported that the brand new
Chief Executive Member
after speaking on .he above
topic also announced that the
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council has decided
to extend the upper age limit
to variousjobs in tie Council
by five years in lin: with the
state government rules. This
reminds us that the KHADC
during the past 10 years or
even more has neler invited
applications to fill up any
vacancics through adver-
tisements. It scetrs that no
vacancies ever occur in this
institution during this period
which is not possible.

As per newspaper reports,
there arc about 800 odd em-
ployees serving under the
KHADC. Even presuming

That the KHAIX? ho;; stopped
creatingany new postsdue to
financial constraints, surely
there are employees who
retire every year? How arc
vacancics due to this reason
filled up? We the public arc
left in the dark on this. The
same can be said about die
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat. As far
as 1can remember, no job
advertisement hasever come
out of this office during the
past decade or more but
anyone who visits this office
will sec that there arc a few
hundred employees working
under this Secretariat. Will
the concerned authorities
explain?.

In conclusion, 1 would
like to say that these anoma-
lies cannot escape scrutiny
because the public focus has
always been on recruitment
at the state government and
districtadministration levels.
1 hope the new incumbents
holding posts in the Council
executive and the Legislative
Assembly Speaker's posts
will kindly look into this in
the iutcicst of the public.

Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong- 2.

Challenges of Digital
Economy in Meghalaya

The digital revolution has
proven to be a catalyst for
improving human efficiency
over the past two decades.
With its ability to enhance
livelihood opportunities and
preserve cultural heritage,
this technological advance-
ment has become an invalu-
able asset. In the unique state
of Meghalaya, renowned for
its geographical and socio-
cultural dimensions, digital
connectiv ity offers a plethora
ofopportunities, particularly
due to its official language
being English, a key factor
in harnessing the maximum
benefit of this revolution.
Known as the "Abode of
Clouds.” Meghalaya boasts
breathtaking landscapes and
arich cultural heritage. How-
ever, embracing the digital
economy presents signifi-
cant challenges for the state
These challenges can be
grouped into two categories:
readiness and operational
challenges. Readiness chal-
lenges pertain to the pre-
paredness ofstale agencies in

By Dilip Singli

economic prosperity.

While the government
plays a vital role in this
endeavor, ensuring every
household is connccted
through the Department of
Telecom’s (DoT) Universal
Service Oblijation (USO)
Fund, the responsibility docs
not solely lie on the shoul-
ders of the DoT. The gov-
ernment of Meghalaya must
facilitate timely right-of-way
permissions to telecom ser-
vice providers and digital
connectivity providers. Ad-
ditionally. the Skill Devel-
opment Corporation must
prioritize digital literacy
initiatives, while Law En-
forcement Agcncies (LEAs)
and License Service Areas
(LSAs) play essential roles in
building cimfidciivc it tutus
of privacy anc safety.

The digital landscape in
Meghalaya is witnessing
significant progress as broad-
band coverage expands and

accounts, boasting a stag-
gering 8.213.099 accounts.
The district also leads in the
amount of transactions con-
ducted, totaling a remarkable
282.021.73 lakhs.

The digital transactions
in the last financial year
2022-23 (up to 31/03/2023)
shows that on an average
rupee 3360 per BHIM/UP|
account transaction dur-
ing the year. As on date,
total 6459 census villages
(Census-2011) in Meghalaya
772 villages have no mobile
coverage thatis 12% o ftotal
villages are uncovered which
constitute 179228 popula-
tions only, which is about
6.04% of the total popula-
tion (Census-2011). Based
on the above figures, it can
be suiil tital in today’s digital
age. mere connectivity is no
longer sufficient: it is mean-
ingful connectivity that holds
the key to economic growth
and prosperity. Universal
and i

the
ofdigital and telecom infra-
structure. ensuring a speedy
and timely rollout of digital
connectivity throughout the
state.

Meghalaya's undulating
terrain poses a major ob-
stacle to road, electricity,
and telecom connectivity.
Furthermore, the fearamong
the populace regarding mo-
bile tower radiation and
the potential destruction of
social fabric in hill society
adds to the complexity. It is
important to note that India
has implemented stringent
policies and regulations on
mobile tower radiation. lim-
iting it to one-tenth of the
prescribed limit set by the
World Health Organization
(WHO). Any violation of
these norms may result in
action from the Indian gov-
emment.

Contrary to fears of so-
cietal erosion, technology
actually serves to preserve
culture through digital ar-
chives for future generations.
Additionally, the promotion
of culture and heritage on
social platforms provides
wideraccess to these invalu-
able aspects of Meghalaya's
identity. Digital connectivity
transcends political and geo-
graphical boundaries, offer-
ing tremendous potential for
growlh and development

The Indian telecom sec-
tor shines as a beacon of
progress, having experi-
enced exponential growth
that has fueled the country’s
economy. Technology, as an
enabler. has made the urban
workforce more productive
and is now poised tocontrib-
utc to an inclusive economy,
ensuring that all segments

digital tr surge
across the state. A recent
State Level linker's Com-
mittee report of Meghalaya
reveals the status of digital
transactions during the fis-
cal year 2022-23 (up to 31st
March. 2023i while latest
LSA report on the extent of
broadband coverage in vari-
ous districts is given below
in the tabic

Table presints key data

-AnwOuoHilt

Eukiu \W  KLui

on broadband coverage, the
number of HhinvUPI ac-
counts, and tie amount of
transactions in lakhs forcach
district. The data reveals
that South West Garo Hills
district boasts the highest
broadband coverage at an
impressive97.19%. followed
closely by West Garo Hills
with 95.58%. These districts
have significantly embraced
digital conncciivity, enabling
seamless access to online
services and transactions.
East Khasi Hills, the most
populous district in Megha-
laya. ranks sixth in terms
of broadband coverage at
82.23%. However, it out-

of socicty in the
country's journey towards

Is Jiu short
- selling its
customers?

Editor.

What if a bus conductor
collects the fare up to Gu-
wahati but drops offa pas-
senger at Unsinging? That
passenger will come down
hcaviliy on the conductor for
cheating him. But why arc
we customers not shouting
at the JIO mobile service
provider that charges money
for 15 GB per day through
its plan of Rs 666 when it is
unable to send a minuscule
20 kb of data to our cell-
phones? The reason behind
this is that the company has
not been able to expand the
necessary infrastructure for
seamless data streaming, but
keeps on “overburdening”
itself with more and more
new connections.

Yes. it should be borne
in mind that earlier JIO had
a special Re 395 plan for
phone calls that did not in-
clude data except for 6 GB
spread over 84 days. Those

diitriets in terms
of the number of Bhim/UPI

clover few wanting to “save
money” used to recharge
their sets with only the Rs
395 plan instead of Rs 666
Initsads, the company never
mentioned the Rs 395 plan.
But since the last few
months. J1O has “discontin-
ued” the Rs 395 plan, and as
a result, people are "com-
pelled” to cotgh up Rs 666
though they cannot use the
data. Here, the main ques-
tion is why did the company
pull the plug on the Rs 395
plan? Why docs the com-
pany “force its customers” to
sign up for th; Rs 666 plan
when they are not “capable
ofdelivering”seamless data
on their clicntsT cell phones?
Is it not theft in broad day-
light? Idon't find any differ-
ence between a pickpocket
and a company that deftly
snatches moacy from our
wallets while leaving us with
"empty promises”. Acompa-
ny should not charge money
from the public for disgust-
ingly shoddy icrvicc
Yours etc.
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

ity. defined as the ability for
everyone to access a safe,
satisfying, enriching, pro-
ductive. and affordable on-
line experience, has emerged
as a critical imperative for
the Decade of Action span-
ning from 2020 to 2030.
The International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU)
has identified three key chal-
lenges that must beaddressed

« shutz <
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during this transformative
period: closing the coverage
gap, closing the usage gap,
and achieving universal and
meaningful connectivity.
Totackle these challenges
head-on. the state must focus
on five essential dimensions
of connectivity: infrastruc-
ture. devices, affordability,
skills, and safety & security
In terms of infrastructure,
the state is leveraging the
Universal Service Obligation
Fund (USOF) to finance the
expansion 0f 4G connectiv-
ity throughout the region.
simultaneously, the state is
encouraging industries to es-
tablish manufacturing units
within its borders, thereby
addressing the device di-

US has no
right to preach
human rights

Editor,

It is amusing that 75 US
Congress men and women
from the Democratic Party
have written to President
Joe Biden to raise the issue
of human rights, shrink-
ing democratic space and
insecurity of minorities in
India during Prime Minister
Modi's State Visit to the US.
In India, the religious rights
of the minorities arc well
protected and this can be
gauged from the fact that the
majority Hindu community
had never tried to impose
their religion or ever tried
to convert followers of any
sect into their fold. Instead,
preachers from the far west
backed by colonial rulers
easily converted many cthnic
groups practicing traditional
indigenous faith without any
resistance or opposition from
the majority community in
the last two centuriesand this
practice is still continuing in
many States especially in the
North East and other tribal
areas of India. Is conver-
sion not a violation of the

mension

Ensuring affordability is
another crucial aspect, which
requires the involvement
of regulatory bodies such
as the Tclccom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
and the Government of India.
A special scheme should be
launched to make internet
accessmore affordable forall
citizens. Additionally, skill
development agencies play
a pivotal role in imparting
training, enhancing digital
literacy, and equipping in-
dividuals with the necessary
competencies to thrive in the
digital economy.

Safety and security are
paramount, and the respon-
sibility lies with the license
service area of North East
Shillong. Through public
awareness programs and
other initiatives, they must
prioritize the protection of
users' data, privacy, and on-
line transactions. By instill-
ing confidence in the digital
ecosystem, people will feel
secure and bridge the gap be-
tween the actual and poten-
tial benefits of connectivity.
Furthermore, itis imperative
to acknowledge and address
the five major divides within
the state: income divide,
urban-rural divide, gender
divide, generation divide,
and education divide. These
divides can impede progress
and hinder the full realization
of the transformative poten-
tial ofthe digital economy

Titus, itbecomesa collec-
tive responsibility to work
towards eliminating these
divides and ensuring equal
access and opportunities
forall. Unlocking the trans-
formative potential of the
digital economy demands a
concerted effort from vari-
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The Epochal
Manipur Mayhem

By Dr. Thangzakhup Tombing

Manipur state witnessed
one of tl'e worst kinds of
mayhem in independent
India on the ensuing evening
of May jrd and 4th 2023.
One renowned scholar from
Manipur working in INU
even cathartically observed
that the humanitarian crisis
in Manipur is akin to the
experience of partition of
Indiaand Pakistan. The scalc
of brutality, murder, burn-
ing of homes, churches and
the subsequent looting as
reported from ground and
in videos trending in social
media and other platforms
connotesand substantiate the
gravity of the mayhem.

Witnesses accounts from
both sides of the communi-
ties reflect the epochal loss
of lives and properties. Sur-
vivors testimonies from the
Meitei side reflect dismay,
anger and mistrust towards
the Kuki communities who
they think should be blamed
tor the lirking corruption,
misgovemance and unrest
in the Stile. The collective
sentiments of the Meitci
community feels that Kuki
communities are contemp-
tuous toward the dominant
rights of the Meitei com-
munity.

On the other hand, the
Kuki communities contest
that the Meitei community
always had deep-rooted age-
old hatred and bias against
their communities about
their ancestral occupation of
land, customs and traditions.
According to the Kuki com-
munities. the plain Meitcis
have always treated them
with disdain by calling them
“hao" ot "minai" which
loosely means ‘outcast or
impure slaves’. The way the
Kuki communities were tar-
geted. their churches burnt,
and their properties were
burnt and they were brutally
assaulted reek o fnothing but
an attempt to annihilate their
religion, their properties, and
their ities in cohorts

ous including
the government, private sec-
tor. regulatory bodies, and
law  nforct t agei

By investing in meaningful
connectivity and bridging
the gaps in infrastructure,
devices, affordability, skills,
and safety & security, the
state can pave the way for in-
clusive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth. It is through
the power of connectivity
that individuals and commu-
nities can access new mar-
kets. educational resources,
employment opportunities,
and vital services. As wc
strive to build a more pros-
perous future, let usembrace
the collective responsibility
of unleashing the full poten-
tial of the digital revolution
and ensure thatno one is left
behind.

The author is an ITS offi-
cerworking as Director (Ru-
ral) inNIUSA. DoTshillong.
The view expressed here
are personal ami based on
firsthand experience in the
state.

religious rights o f the follow
ers of any particular faith?
Conversion prc-supposes
inferiority of the religious
tradition followed by any
group. Docs it not demean
the followers of that faith
who are being counselled to
leave their traditional faith
and embrace an alien faith?
This basic question needs to
beanswered honestly before
pointing any finger towards
India.

The United States has
no moral right to lecture on
or judge the human rights
conditions in other countries
because they are the only
country that has used nuclear
weapon killing millions of
unarmed civilians just 75
years back. Did those peo-
ple have no human rights?
Moreover, near extinction
of original inhabitants of
America is testimony to the
spirit of co-existence and
human rights practiced by
US people.

Yours etc..
N.K. Kchar.
ShiHong-3

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

with state machination. Ac-
cording lo the Kukis. the
mayhem is the unleashing
ot all the 1>cnncd-up trustra-
tion. anger and ill feelings
the Meitei community has
been helplessly harbouring
against them for decades till
the revival of their imagined
past Kangleipak kingdom
glory.

The claim ot Kangleipak
revival process, according
to rclevait references had
been subilety debated and
eonncctec to idea o fbuilding
‘Meitei brand'. Among the
Meitei scholars, intellectu-
als and elJers of the society
who arc well versed with
the history of kingdom of
Kangleipak. the narrative of
Meitci brand needs lo be ad-
vanced from perspective of
access to bnd and ownership
ofland in the entire territory
of Manipur. It is therefore,
imperative Ihat historical
narrative of theirexploration
to the hills of Manipur must
be established. But since
there arc social and politi-
cal impediments due to the
constitutional protection of
(he hill areas, il was steered
lowards ocing recognized
as an ST first. The demand
for recognition of Meitei as
ST is being advocated by
Meitci scholars on the basis
of topogtaphic arguments
British historical

It is to be noted that the
popularity of the Hon'ble
CM used to transcend be-
yond the valley Meitei com-
munity. He enjoyed the sup-
portofall the hill tribal com-
munities including the tribal
MLAs. community leaders,
church leaders and civil
society organizations. Tribal
communities endorsed the
state government's war on
drugs 2.0. the State's drive
against poppy plantation, the
government policy regarding
wetland. protected forest ctc.
But when the arbitrariness
of the policy started to be
manifest with demolition
of churches in Imphal and
the eviction of villages and
villagers, the hill tribes felt
the urgent need to express
their dissent and wanted to
resolve the matter by peace-
ful protest.

The mayhem unleashed
by the Meitcis in the month
of Viay by the Kuki com-
munities living in the Meitei
dominated valley area of
Imphal. according the Kuki
scholars is akin to a deliber-
ate attempt to annihilate the
Kuki communities princi-
pally orchestrated by the
resurgence of radicalized
military wing akin to the
age old Kangleipak military
wing of the Arambai Tcngol
and Meitei Leepun who are
subservient to a titular mod-
ern king. Therefore, the Kuki
communities' narrative sur-
mise that whenever voices of
dissent were raised by them
it was taken by the Meitci
supremacist as a personal
attack and provocation on
the titular king and the very
being of a glorious Meitei
community. They felt that
the Meitei supremacist treat
them as pathogen which
needs to be weeded out
by tagging them as illegal
migrants, drug traffickers or
poppy planters etc

Though there has been
reported eases of Kindness
from both sides but the red
herring suggests that the
politics in Manipur, both
in valley and the southern
hills, have been irrevocably
damaged. The common man
from both the sides feel that
the fault lines chasm is too
deep and wide to cross over.
The ten tribal MLAs who
represents the shattered as-
pirations of the Kukis still
firmly stand by thcirdcniand
for separate administration

Though the peculiar de-
mand for separate admin-
istration is being strongly
debated against by the Meit-
cis, the Centre, anyway, will
have to soon take a final call
toassuage the painsand suf-
ferings of the people of Ma-
nipur. The epochal mayhem
in Manipur requiresattention
of the following

i) Establishment
of hill district councils with
direct supervision and fund-
ing from the Centre govern-
ment. something akin to the
erstwhile Mizoram District
Council.

ii) Establishment
of Central University in the
Southern Hill District of
Manipur.

iii) Immediate re-
vamp oflegal education and
legal accountability in the
hill areas o f Manipur.

ihc other features of being
a tribe. The High Court of
Manipur direction to start the
ST recognition by the Stale
was thus treated as certifica-
tion for course correction of
what they always believed
in recent past as their birth
right.

Being more advance in
education, culture and lan-
guage than all the other
tribes o fthe State o f Manipur
within the territory of Ma-
nipur. they believe that they
have the ight to admonish,
educate and punish the hill
tribes of Manipur in some
Kind of virtue signaling
This attitude may have got
reflected in the way the
State government had cn-
acted and imposed rules and
regulations against the al-
leged degrading forests, wet
lands and the mushrooming
poppy cultivation in the hill
tracts. Tic State had even
threatened to bring war on
the hill tracts to curtail the

iv)
of Population and Statistics
Analysis Institute in the
southern hill state of Ma-
nipur.

v) To initiate or
overhaul die cthnic problems
in the hill states of the North
East from an inclusive and
diverse discourse o f race and
linguistic diversity, thereby
initiate a process to replace
affirmative action for tribes
of North East from the per-
spective of indigenous race
and its inhabitants.

(Dr. Thangzakhup Tomb-
ing is presently working as
Assistant Ptvfessor o fLaw
at National Law Univer-
sity and Judicial Academy.
Assam. His core area of
research is Legal Pluralism
Private International Law,
and Customary>Laws and
Institutions. His research
particulaHyfocuseson tribtd
customary laws and institu-
tions. whereby he critically
examines and compares the
i i and relevance

of poppy. Thus, in pursue to
those goals the Manipur state
initiated arbitrary eviction of
villagers and villages.

of customary laws and in-
stitutions from the narra-
tive of contemporary’ legal
studies).
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Much more than
onflict of Interests

““Hate is toogreat a burden to bear. It injures
the hater more than it injures the hated. ”
— Coretta Scott King
The Shillong Times
\jvcian sn-u. m
UCC - Biting the bullet
ELECTIONS arc fought on two counts- namely

ios<. "iiim miw ii si sin<

the personalities involved and the issues at stake.

Popular leaders win elections on the strength of

their mass appeal. Elections can also be won by

raising issues or holding out promises. India is
set for Parliament polls in a matter of months.

The political temperature is rising; the right

time to set the tone for the high-stakes battle is

now. Little wonder, then, that Prime Minister
Modi has revived the push for the Uniform Civil

Code. This could likely be the central issue on
which the BJP faces the 2024 polls. Modi will

bite the bullet.

The prime minister's question to a large

gathering of BJP activists in Bhopal. Madhya
Pradesh, was this: “Can a family or nation be run

with different laws for different members? By

definition. UCC involves a set of laws that are

applicable toall ina uniform manner. It tends to

replace personal laws o freligions, including the

rules of marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption,

wealth sharing and succession. However, Article

25 to 28 of the Indian Constitution guarantees

religious freedom to itscitizensand allows each

such group to maintain its own distinct identity

and affairs. Yet. Article 44 of the Constitution

allows the state to apply a common law for all

citizens. A constitutional change would likely

mean uniform controls on several existing prac-

tices; a reason why the Muslim community is

wary ofUCC As the Prime Minister noted, even

staunch Muslim nations do not allow practices

like Triple Talaq or instant divorce. It is logical

to conclude that the religious practices that do

not exist even in Pakistan. Bangladesh or Syria

should be allowed to be practised here unhin-

dered. Tlie die is cast.

The BJP’s calculations arc simple. This could

polarize the electorate at this precise moment.
There is no BJP if there’s no polarization. The

Muslims and the Left would raise an outcry over

UCC and the Congress too would. Those like

Mamata Bansijee and Nitish Kumar too can be

depended on to “fight” for the Muslims. The

net result could be a polarization of the Hindu
votes in BJP% favour mainly in the Hindi belt.

The BJP could get what it wants —and on a plat-

ter. The Soulh as also the Muslims, set mostly

against the BJP. can keep cribbing. It was despite

their spirited resistance that Modi won the past

polls. The BJP knows full well that the way to

win the next polls is to give both shock and awe
—concentrate on its strong points and hit its

rivals where it hurts most.

Letters to ihe Editor

W hat’s with
the Trade
Licenses?

Editor,

All that the KHADC is
engrossed with is the issue
totrade licenses lonon-tribal
business owners and also
vis-a-vis labourers brought
in from outside the state
Those of us who have ap-
plied for trade licenses know
what it takes lo get one
Even after all the condi-
tions arc fulfilled, one must
keep doing the rounds of
the KIIADC asd sonic of
us have had to wait for over
three years. Wc arc told that
our application; arc under
consideration but how long
docs it take to deal with the
application when there arc
several people a_ the clcrical
cadre working in the Coun-
cil. Those o fuswhoarc bom
and brought up here know
that the District Councils
arc a law unto Ihemselves.
The Sixth Schedule is meant

to protect the customs and
traditions of the tribes and
to also to empower the trib-
als to canry on businesses
without unfair competition.
The perception is that the
non-tribal is more astute in
running businesses while
the tribal is way behind in
terms of understanding the
intricacies o fdoing business.
In this day and age this is
ridiculous. The tribal has the
added advantage o fnot pay-
ing income tax and therefore
saving on that while wc non-
tribals have to pay incomc
tax for tlte quantum of trade
we conduct.

But as non-tribals in a
country that discriminates
on several grounds wc arc
ready to pay income tax and
also the stated amount for the
trading liccnsc. But why do
wealso have to bribe people
in the KHADC to speed up
the process? Is it justified
on the part of the KHADC
to make us wait for tlircc or
five years for a legitimate
picccof paper which the law
mandate* has to be given if

®Contradiction. Conflict
of Interests, Hidden Agenda
and Mercenary” would have
been a lengthy but an ap-
propriate title to this essay.
Be thatas it may let this be
the gist, the description, the
subject and nature of this
piece.

OnJune21,the 9th Inter-
national Day of Yoga. Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi led
a ‘historic yoga session’ at
the United Nations in New
York where world leaders
and celebritiesjoined enthu-
siasts from more than 180
countries. WTiilc the Indian
premier was the focus at the
UN. the institution founded
to maintain international
pcacc. understanding and
security. Manipur raged on
with fire, guns and weapons.
At the headquarters of the
193 Member States body
Modi proudly proclaimed,
"The power of yoga is not
only to bo healthy, happy
but also to be kind to our-
selves and to each other. Let
us use the power of yoga to
build bridges of friendship,
a peaceful world...” but for
two months he said nothing
to bridge the gulf and case
the tension between two war-
ring communities in a state in
his own country.

Prior to the commence-
ment ofthe much-publicised
event, the PM paid rcspects
to Mahatma Gandhi in the
North Lawn of the UN. Ihe
Fatherofthe Nation’s unique
contribution to the world
is non-violence, yet under
the BJP regime hate and
intolerance against minori-
ties has been allowed to rise
sharply. Hate speeches and
vigilantism have resulted in
violence, lynching and other
formsoftaking law into one's
hand. The Manipur blood-
shed too isa consequence of
a hateful narrative against the
Kukis-Zomi tribes. Yet the
PM has not taken Gandhian
values to them.

The UN itselfhas inherent
contradictions. Established
to maintain world peacc after
the failure of its predcccs-
sor, the League of Nations
to prevent World War I1, the
UN’s relevance camc under
question when Irag. Afghani-
stan. Ukraine, Kuwait, etc
were wrongly attacked. Ihe
dubious and strange veto
power of the five perma-
nent member states, namely.
China. France, Russia. Eng-
land and the United States is
responsible. Imagine even if
all 192 members vote against
bombing a country, any of
the five members can defy
by misusing the veto vested
on them by the UN itself.
This self-contradiction has
made the UN unsuccessful
in upholding international
peacc.

The stoic silcncc of the
PM and the ccntral govern-
ment’s late and ineffective
response to the crisis in Ma-
nipur is driven by a *hidden
agenda.” Former state chicf
minister. O Ibobi Singh sus-
pects so. The North East Stu-
dents' Organization (NESO)
while informing their candle-
light vigil plan in all state
capitals o fthe region on Junc

we have fulfilled all the cri-
teria laid down? | have never
been able to understand this
power play by the Autono-
mous District Councils. We.
non-tribals arc discriminated
against on so many counts.
We are extorted by different
pressure groups who think
they have a right to demand
money from us for their
multifarious activities. All
the products coming from
outside the state are taxed
by these organisations. And
when wc raise the priccs of
essential commodities we arc
accused of being mercenar-
ies. It is not a level playing
field forany non-tribal resid-
ing in Meghalaya. However,
wec non-tribals have never
made common causc on
any issues. WE continue to
remain dumb and muteoutof
fear ofreprisal. But for how
long can wec live like third
class citizcns in our own
country? When will we get
justicc and from whom?
Very often wc have been
bulldozed into voting ccrtain
MLASs because wcarc threat-

By Albert Thyrniang

28 for pcacc in the riot-hit
state asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to break his
silencc if there is no hidden
agenda. What is the hidden
agenda? One suspicion is lo
"divide and rule.'Thestate is
already reeling under, among
others, the developed plains
and the backward hills, the
minority tribes and majority
non-tribes divide. It is sus-
pected that the violence was
permitted to be unleashed
to create funhcr divisions
in the already volatile state.
secondly, it is not ruled out
that the BJP objective is to
consolidate their vote bank
in the Manipur valley whose
majority inhabitants happen
to be mainly Hindu Mcitcis
who commard 40 seats in
the 60 member Assembly,
thirdly, the driving out of
Kukis from Mcitci domi-
nated areas could be used
as the pretext to grant ST
status to the Vcitcis to ‘safe-
guard their landand identity.
Lastly, violence could be an
excuse to hunt down Kuki
‘militants’, 'narco-terrorists"
and'foreigners’. The govern-
ment could come down hard
on Kuki groups but might be
softagainst ‘militias’ like the
Mecitci Lecpun and Arambai
Tenggol who made away
with a cache of arms from

Sangma was all praise for
the Union Home Minister
for steps taken on Manipur.
Is there something hidden
here t00? Is the CM pleas-
ing the centre lest agencies
comedown hard on the vari-
ous illegalities and scams in
the state? The collapse of
the retention wall at the
PA’s Sangma sports complex
(constructed with central
funds) in Tura is serious
though the CM played down
the incident.

From the “City o f Jewels™
wc move to the "Abode of
Clouds.” On Jun 20 it was
a surprize to see the sudden
teaming up of Congress
with the NPP in toppling
the Titosstarwell Chync ad-
ministration in the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
Council (KHADC) followed
by the swift formation o fnew
Executive Committee callcd
the Khasi Hills Democratic
Front (KIIDF) in Council
The contradiction in state
politics is mind-boggling
The Congress s the main op-
position against the NPP led
MDA-II government in the
state while in KIIADC the
grand old party is a partner
ofthe NPP. Ihe UDP i\ now
in opposition in KIIADC
against the NPP while in the
state it is in ailiancc with the

Thestoic silence o fthe PM and the
central governments late and ineffective
response to the crisis in Manipur is driven
by a "hidden agenda. ” Former state chief
minister, () Ibobi Singh suspects so. The
North East Students 'Organization (NESO)
while informing their candlelight vigil plan
in all state capitals o fthe region on June 28
forpeace in the riot-hit state asked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to break
his silence ifthere is no hidden agenda.
What is the hidden agenda? One suspicion
isto divide and rule.’

policc stations. Members
of these radical outfits who
enjoy political patronage
were reportedly used by the
state policc to cvict forest
cncroachers (Kukis) from
reserves. To achieve this
‘hidden agcnoa’ the state al-
legedly perpetrated the worst
mayhem agahst minorities
Ihe mling BJP is squarely
responsible for the escalat-
ing violence. Foralmost two
months the ‘saffron party’
seems unwilling to end the
spate o fviolence. President’s
Rule is the natural corollary
when there is a complete
breakdown h governance
but the Centr; won’t do so
bccausc Manipur is a BJP
ruled state.

With the }-day visit of
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in the last week
ofMay yielding no result, the
all party meeting was callcd
last Saturday. Shockingly, it
is learned that the Megha-
laya chicf minister. Conrad

cned with conscquences if
that person docs not win. To
protect ours:lvcs and our
familieswe hive been forced
to vote fora person whodocs
not even deserve our vote.
We have vocd for MLAs
who promise to sccure our
lives but after the elections
it's all back to square one.
Anyway 1 an not here to
moan and gr.ian but just to
express my anxieties as a
citizen ofa ocuntry that does
not follow tie Constitution
of India in Icltcr and spirit

NPP. Ronnie Lyngdoh is the
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly but he. as MDC.
is with the new dispensa-
tion in KHADC. Charles
Mamagar is supposed to be a
combative opposition MLA
but now he is the deputy
chairman in KITADC. When
the new Assembly was con-
stituted. though only five, the
Congress legislators were
cxpected to provide a robust
opposition. Now the LO will
only tamely oppose the state
government. Much less will
be anticipated from his other
four colleagues!

The same applies to the
UDP in KHADC. The Chicf
Exccutive who is now LO
and the rest of the UDP
MDCs will not rattle the
KHADC with any intensity,
else the Party will be kicked
out of MDA-II. Then: is no
point in blaming Prestone
Tynsong. For sclf-respect
the UDP should quit. But it
will not bccausc the ministers

migrated to Jio. The busi-
ness idea of Jio was to kill
all competitors and when the
other rc forced

have to keep their chairs.
Paul Lyngdoh's favourable
statements so fararc to please
the NPP bosses so that ifone
minister faces the axe he
might not be the one. He isa
leading minister in the state
government Howwill he op-
pose the NPP in KIIADC? So
no stiff opposition from the
UDP forsurc

There is dear conflict of
Interests both in the state and
KIIADC. People arc being
fooled. We think that there
is a government and an op-
position. but noi rcally. The
NPP has sccurcd the support
of both the Congress and
the UDP. The Congress is
warming up to the NPP in
hopes ofbeing invited tojoin
the government, who knows
even with the BJP in! The
UDP can't afford to annoy
the NPP for obvious reasons.
Should the public accept this
kind ofpretcnce? Should we
nut speak up at;.iiiiM such
political nexus aimed at one
objective only - to make
money for the ADC elections
in 20247

The only solution to this
theatre of the absurd is to
make the Office of Profit rule
apply to the ADCs. Let the
principle of one person one
post rule without exception
Let nota person be an MLA
and MDC simultaneously.
MDC is certainly an Office
of Profit. Members draw

(SI1X)

Uniform Civil Code,
Women, Class and
the Tribes

By Walter Fernandes

Inone ofits 15 reports the
21st Law Commission had
said in 2018 that a uniform
civil code (UCC) is neither
nceessary nor desirable at
this stage. Instead it sug-
gested rcfonning the existing
family laws from a gender
justicc pcispective. It is a
just solution bccausc the
personal laws, formulated
in the feudal colonial age.
arc essentially patriarchal
and ignore gender, class and
castc. Reforming them is
a step towards gender and
classjusticc while respecting
diversity which is basic to
unity in the multi-cultural,

will be to take it over since it
i not protected by the law.
These moves show the
need to resist the UCC. But
one cannot stop only at op-
posing it. The customary
laws too are not just from a
genderand class perspective.
Our study of 14 tribe* (two
per state in the Seven Sis-
ters). and many other studies
as well as experience show
that tribal women's status is
better than that of their castc
counterparts in mainland
India but they arc not equal
to men even in the matrilin-
cal tribes. They have some
powerin the family but their

and Iti-reli

gious land that is India.
However, the 22nd Law
Commission seems to think
that unity should be based
on uniformity. It has asked
for responses within a month
lo its proposal on a UCC,
without circulating a draft
of the proposed law, so the
nature of UCC it suggests
is unknown. At this stage
the only proposal available
is from the BJP-RSS com-
bine which wants the Ilindu
Personal Law or one based
on Manusmriti to be the
UCC. This thinking forms
part of its ‘one nation, one
culture, ore language, one
religion, one law’ Hindutva
ideology. There is no talk in
this of gender

salari d from
public money. The sccond is
to bring in the anti-defection
law to the ADCs. In its ab-
sence MDCs act at their
whims and fancies. In the
beginning of the term Con-
gress had 10 MDCs. Four
just called it quits at their
own pleasure. If the coup
was nol cxccutcd. probably
ihe other non-MLA/ MDCs
would have already donned
ihe NPP uniform by now.
Reform the ADCs otherwise
they will never be credible
and independent. They will
remain puppets in hand of
(he state government.

Alotofprayers were seen
inside the KHADC on tak-
ing chargc of ihe new CEM
and deputy CEM. Unlike
in the Assembly no prelate
or pastor was invited. Tlie
members assumed the role
capably. God was thanked af-
ter the act of'betrayal.’ God
was praised for mercenary
politics. God was credited
for rendering the institution
devoid of credibility. God
was made to be involved in
this conflict of interests. God
was acknowledged for the
contradictions in the state.
This is taking the name of
God in vain.

The turn of events in
KHADC' was an act of hu-
mans. Don't invoke God for
decisions like these. Surely
Jesus was nowhere near the
KHADC' premises. God was
far away from ihe venue.
Definitely God distanced
himself from the claims and
counter claims in the Ilouse,
lie did not lend his ears to
their gratitude and supplica-
tions. Certainly. God must
have said, "1 am nota party
to your political plots.”

scrvice provider other than
Airtcl. The BSNL is as good
as dead today. There is no
to consum-

toshut shop then it will show
its true colours. This is ex-
actly what is happening now.
Jio network connectivity isat
its lowest. The moment there
is a power shutdown, Jio
to0 refuses to work. Hence
most of us relying on an al-
ternative source for internet

ers and one wonders what
people in that huge building
with so many employees
actually do when they cannot
even provide basic mobile
services, leave alone internet
services which arc down
more often than not.

Italso seems to me that in

y really have to
sufTera lot especially ifthere
is an online meeting or one

Yourscte., s working online.
ARSinha.  Jio has monopolized the
Viaemail ~ marketand we have allowed

Jio’s false
promises

Editor,

I wish to thank Salil Ge-
wali for drawing attention
to a very serious issue with
regards to the poor network
of Reliance Jio at this point
of time. At the lime when
it stflrtoil the wvicos wen*
s0 good that many people

that to happen. Now that Jio
isnotdelivering on itsprom-
ises are we the consumers to
silently accept this failure to
deliver"? 1 recall once long
ago when people protested
after Rcliancc withdrew
its post- paid facility. Now
wc consumers should go
to the Consumer Protection
Forum and complain that Jio
has failed to deliver on its
promises. There isalmost no
competition from any other

since consumer
awareness is at its lowest
scrvice providers take us for
aride. Itis high time we fotm
a solidarity group for rais-
ing complaints against poor
service delivery of all these
mobile and internet service
providers becauscwe should
get value for money.
Yours etc.
Larry Kharkongor,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of Ihe writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

and caste-class justice. In
reality even the Hindu Per-
sonal Law is not gender or
class just <o that too has to
be reformed. But the 22nd
Law Commission seems to
be tilting towards uniforinity
without speaking o fjustice.
That tendency goes totally
against thejustice based re-
forms suggested by the 21st
Law Commission which to
some extent reproduces the
Supreme Court interpreta-

socicty lled by men.
One has. therefore, to apply
to the tribal customary laws
t0o. the principle enunciated
by the 21st Law Commis-
sion that a UCC is neither
ncecssary nor desirable but
that the personal laws should
be reformed to make them
just by giving equal rights
in them to ntcn and women.
However, there is much re-
sistance to this change from
their communities. Take
for example the opposition
to women’s reservation in
the ULBs in Nagaland and
the proposal (though not
implemented), of the Khasi
ADC that Khasi women
who marry outside their tribe
should be treated as non-
Khasi. In 2004 the Arunachal
Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly passed a resolution that
the State should be brought
under the tribal customary
laws. Women’s organisa-
tions agreed to it but added
that that the laws should be
amended to give equal rights
to women, before forwarding
the resolution to the Centre.
Ihe process has stopped at it
becausc of opposition fronta
large number of men to this
demand.

sign o fclass differentiation is land
alienation which was. till afew decades ago.
from tribal to non-tribal owners. That continues
to some extent hutstudies as well as experience of
people active in the tribal areas show that today
much o fit is within the tribe.”

tion o f Art»;le 21 on right to
life as every person’s right
toa life wididignity. AUCC
without this vision is not
acceptablc. That is reason
enough to oppose the Law
Commission's request for
comments on a UCC with
no indication ofitsdircction.
However, while opposing
it one has o go back to the
21st Law Commission and
take a new look at all the
personal laws from a gender
and class-castc perspec-
tive. All tic personal laws.
Christian. Hindu. Muslim,
are patriarchal and arc weak
on genderjustice. Moreover,
they do not take diversity
within each community into
consideration. They ignore
the fact that Hindus, Mus-
lims and Christians arc di-
vided into luindreds of local
cultural groups and marriage
is conducted according to
such loca customs. That
goes against diversity as well
un uiMc-UdMal juMicc.

One has to add at this
stage that focus in this na-
tional debute on the UCC
is on the personal laws of
religion-based communities.
These laws have been codi-
fied and promulgated by the
Government of India. But
in this debate are ignored
the tribal customary laws
that have not been codificd
like the personal laws but
have evolved over centuries
as intrinsic to the cultural,
livelihood, social and po-
litical systems and identity
of each’ tribe. A UCC is a
threat to all of them and to
tribal idcnt ty. This danger is
equally visible in tite demand
ofan RSS-backed organisa-
tion that tribal Christians be
delisted from the schedule.
That demand to deprive
tribal Christians of their
tribal statu> is only the first
step in the effort to free their
land from all protection un-
der the law, Tribal Christians
happen to be the majority in
the Northeast where the Act
East Policy needs plenty of
land. Once they are delisted
and their land is freed from
legal protection the next step

One can give many more
examples but let me stop
at these few and add that
the customary laws should
be studied and reformed in
favour o fgender equality as
well asclass equality. Tribal
societies have tradition-
ally been egalitarian but
individualism and class have
entered their system during
the last few dccadcs. A sign
of class differentiation is
land alienation which was.
till a few decades ago. from
tribal to non-tribal owners.
That continues to some ex-
tent but studies as well as
experience of people active
in the tribal areas show that
today much ofit is within the
tribe. Rich tribal individuals
take over land from their
poorer brethren who need
money for health emergen-
ces. children’s education
and similar purposes. After
buying that land not infre-
quently tlie rich buyers sell
it to outsiders. For example,
the Meitci-tribal conflict in
Manipur is centred on land.
Ihe tribes living in the hill
areas want land to be owned
by their communities. But
there ismuch land alienation
to non-tribal persons and
businesses. For example,
while travelling from Im-
phal to Moreh one can sec
acresand acres of tribal land
alicnated to outsiderson both
sides of the road, much of
it sold to outsiders by rich
members of the tribe who
take over land from their
poorer brethren.

These and other instances.
show that one has to go be-
yond opposing the UCC to
look at the laws that govern
us from a justice perspec-
tive. All the laws have to be
reformed and re-inicrpretcd
from a gender and class
justice perspective so they
become tools of Article 21
on right to life that the Su-
preme Court has interpreted
as every person’s right to a
life with dignity.

Dr Waller Fernandes
is Director, North Eastern
Social Research Centre.
Guwahati (wallernesrc&t
gntail,com
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“ There are some ideas so wrong
that only a very' intelligent person could
believe in them.”
— George Orwell
The Shillong Times
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Getting away with skullduggery
THE Meghalaya High Court is presently the
only instituticn providing light at the end of
the dark tunnel that is the State of Meghalaya.
The judicious and deft handling of the illegal
coal mining and transportation saga that has
been carrying on in the state for the last 9 years
since the NG Than on coal mining in April 2014
gives hope that those with a propensity to treat
the law as dispensable rubbish will ultimately
be hauled up and face the consequences oftheir
actions. While police officials at the districts
must be held accountable for closing their eyes
to the daylightcrime, this entire gamut of illegal
mining, transportation and rc-transportation
in the form of coal brought from outside the
state is a well-oiled machinery involving many
other departments such as Mining and Geology,
Transport, Police and the district administrations
as well. The verbal orders for this coal business
which funds the stale elections in the same w'ay
that drug money funds elections in Manipur all
come from the top rungs of the government.
Hence if punishment for these gross illegalities
is to be meted out then the lower rung officials
alone cannot be held guilty. A police official in
Ri Bhoi District who decided to carry out his
duties and check the illegal transportation of
coal paid w'ith his life. The case is still hanging
fire after sevcial years. Justice takes so long to
be served. Meanwhile, the other police officials
reason that they don’t want to put their lives 011
the line but rather earn from the transactions

instead.

The wealth ranking and affluent lifestyles of
some of the local police officers is indication
enough that not all their acquisitions are from
their salaries alone. This is almost taken as a
fact of life and par for the course. Corruption
runs deep in Meghalaya. It begins at the lowest
rungs of the administration. There are allega-
tions galore that officials in the Office of the
Deputy Commissioner, East Khasi Hills who
man the land registration desk take their pick as
to whose property they wiill immediately register
and whose will be held up. This transactional
malpractice is known to all but with so few
whistleblowers. crime is normalised.

In Assam, the media regularly reports of of-
ficials taking bribes and being caught red handed
and jailed - be they in the police or administra-
tion. Can this ever happen in Meghalaya when
corruption begins at the very top? Besides,
elections in India today are impossible without
freebies and cash distribution. The Election
Commission of India despite its best efforts is
unable to check this. Hopefully this time around
those guilty of the illegal coal business transac-
tions w'ill be hauled up. Justice must be served
so that people don't lose faith in the judicial

system.

Police Tech
Menace: Open

letter

Editor.

Docs the Meghalaya Po-
lice's quest for crime solv-
ing infringe on the common
man’s civil liberties”? That's
the question I'm asking today
as modern technology con-
tinues to make it easier for
law enforcement agencies to
illegally monitor us innocent
citixns.

Ina recent incident, cyber
sleuths from the SP's Of-
fice, Laitumkhrah PS and
Nongthymmai Police Beat
House were left red-faced
and embarrassed after they
were exposed by a hacker for
stealing personal photos from
the Twiitcraccourt ofa man
from Cambodia (possibly o f
Khmer descent) ind using
them tocreaic fake Telegram
accounts(f«cardapoly and
(ddj_applc)in order to track
'suspects’ as part of their
CCTNS program

Even though the Indian
Telegraph Act. 188S and
the Information technol-
ogy Act. 2000 lias under
certain circumstances, per-
mitted the government to

conduct surveillance such
as interception of calls and
data, however, planting of
bugs in innocent civilians'
phones disguised as mobile
applications and games like
Dailyhunt. NcvvsPop. Snap-
chat and Solitaire to spy
on iheir activities is highly
unethical and a criminal act
punishable by law. Has the
Meghalaya Police forgotten
that stealing personal photos
of people without their con-
sent is expressly prohibited
under the IT Act? Have they
forgotten Ihat violating these
cyber laws could land them
in jail?

Itis evident that technol-
ogy has bccomc part and
pared of our lives and the
world has transformed into a
global community where our
lives have bccomc more con-
nected than ever before. And
while many of us agree that
modem age Al gadgets and
software should definitely be
used in fighting crime in the
state, however wIntconcerns
us the general public is Ihc
blatant use of modem tech-
nology to invade our privacy
without a warrant; and it is
also hard to ignore that Ihc
technology itselfmight have
unintended and invasive side
cfTects.

The Indubitable Social Backwardness
of the Scheduled Tribes

It would not be wrong to
say that the subject o f Reser-
vation has been ‘adequately
represented” in the public
discourse in the state in re-
cent times. It is also true that
this is not a new discourse.
Thirty yearsago. even twenty
years ago. this has been ihe
subject of articles and public
demand of organisations.
And perhaps, il would also
not be untme to say that the
present participants are al the
(ail end o fthe discourse. | use
the words tail end. bccausc
the Government has taken
steps towards implementing
Ihc demand for reviewing
Ihe State Reservation Policy.
Hence | congratulate the na-
scent political party that has
made useo flegitimate demo-
cratic means to put pressure
on the Govemmeni to give
ihe issue a serious look. lalso
congratulate the Government
for respecting the will of the
people and accepting the
proposal put forth by that
party. In anticipation of the
recommendations of ihe yet
tobc formed Expert Commit-
tee. the present discourse isof
utmost importance bccausc
the long pending demand is
about to come to fruition,
but ihe nature of that fruit
is of critical importance.
Will it reflect Ihc long public
discourse that has brought
us here, or will it take on an
unfamiliar form?

The consistent demand
from organisations has been
to review the policy in ondcr
Ihat the quantum of quota is
determined according to lhc
proportion of the population
of the Scheduled Tribes in
the State. Their demand is
based on the principle Ihat
Ihc existing quota has caused
adisadvantage to the Khasis.
in public recruitment and
academic courses, owing
lo their larger population.
This has been the historical
demand and aspiration from
many sections of Ihc Khasi
community, and the rccent
discourse has hinged on this
aspect of proportional reser-
vation with various case laws
andjudgments being brought
to the fore.

Bui at this present junc-
ture. between the dceadee
long historical discourse and
Ihe anticipated Expert Com-
mittee. what is critical is the
amplification of novel voices
Ihat would look to reshape
Ihc dialogue at this juncture
and steer the discourse away
from the historical demands
that have actually brought
us to this point. These novel
voices can be grouped to-
gether as one. because ihcy
have the same underlying
principle. This writer intends
toshow Ihattheirprinciple is
wrong, and not according to
the principle of the Constitu-
tional provision for Reserva-
tion. which is Articic 16(4).
This is necessary in order 10
empower Ihc public lo give
a principled measure of the
anticipated recommendations
of the Expert Commillcc.

These novel voiccs have
taken the form of new and
unfamiliar demands Ihat look
to reshape tl)c very principles
of the demand to review the
Reservation Policy and steer
it away from the historical
aspirations that have led us to
thisjuncture. First, questions

Itis obvious that with the
development o fsocial media
and sophisticated technology
our lives have bccome less
private; hence it becomes
more important than ever lo
secure our privacy. Speak-
ing of privacy, do citizens
of Meghalaya know that
the Meghalaya Police also
use tower dumps to zero
in on suspects, but a lot of
innocent people’s data are
swept up in the proccss? As
a Mcghalayan concemed
about my own privacy. | now
demand an answer. | want
a clearcr understanding of
where that data goes, how
long it's stored and who has
access to it. And if Ihc law
stands for the general public,
why shouldn't itapply to law
enforcers themselves?

Yours ctc,

Aconcemed citizen
Name withheld on request
Via email

UCC a double-
edgedsword

Editor.

The editorial "UCC - Bit-
ing ihe bullet” (ST June 28
2023) made interesting read-
ing. The Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in India proposes to

By Kitdor H. Blah

have emerged from some
writers as lo who deserves
Reservation ivorc. The point
of their question is that if we
measure the economic and
educational statusofthe Kha-
sis and the Garos, we would
find that the Garo commu-
nity is "more backward" and
hence, if the policy is to be
reviewed at all. it must be
to give more Reservation
to ihe Garos. Sccond, sincc
there arc districts in Jaintia
Hills (hat have lower literacy
rate than some districts in
Garo Hills, there has risen
a demand to determine the
Reservation quota according
lo the relative educational
and economic status of dis-
tricts. Third, (here has arisen
a demand from an organisa-
tion called Ami- Coirupiion
League, to give 4% reserva-
tion for Muslims in the stale.
Fourth, there isa demand to
exclude a section o fthe tribal
communities in the state
from Rescrvaion. owing 10
their high economic status,
by defining them as "creamy
layer." Fifth, is the demand
to give special Reservation
to a section of the tribal
communities in the state,
owing lo their low economic
status, by defining them as
“economically weaker sec-
tion.” Sixth, is the demand
from some tribal communi-
ties in the stale, namely, the
lajong. Rabha. Koch. Bodo.
Kachari. Mini: Tai. under the
new organisation "Meghalaya
Indigenous Minority Tribes.”
to give 15% Reservation for
these communities. All these
novel voiccs arc one voice,
and all these unfamiliar de-
mandshaveone and the same
underlying principle, and that
is to question the "backward-
ness” of that :ribal commu-
nity or those tribal districts
that have a reativcly higher
economic and educational
status, and to therefore ques-
tion iheir privilege 10 enjoy
equal Reservation.

This writer intends to es-
tablish the indubitable social
backwardness of Ihc Sched-
ulcd Tribes, and the indubi-
tnblc constitutional privilege
of every Scheduled Tribe
to enjoy cqusl Reservation
as other Scheduled Tribes,
which of count* can only be
achieved by d;termining Ihe
Reservation quota in terms
of iheir population, which
is the principle of the State
Reservation Policy.

The Constitutional provi-
sion for Reservation. Ar-
ticle 16(4) is noted in social
backwardness The historical
and social backwardness of
castes in India that beckoned
Reservation is due to the
social discrimination that
is present in Ihc Caste Sys-
tem. which has resulted in
generational economic and
cdueational backwardness.
What ihe Sclvduled Castes
historically could not afford,
due to the d scriminatory
Caste System, was social
mobility, ie. the opportu-
nity to improve iheir social
status. Thus, in the Indian
context, and n the context
of Reservation, economic
and cducatioial backward-
nesscannot bedivorced from
social backwardness. In the

replace the personal laws
based on the scriptures and
customs of exrh significant
religious community in the
country with a standard set
governing every citizen.
The demand for a unifonn
civil code was first raised by
some womenactivists in the
early twentieth century to
empower wonen and bring
gender cquiiy and parity.
The demand for Uniform
Civil C~dc was also made
by Jawaharial Nehru. Ihe first
Prime Minister o f India along
with some women activists.
still, due to the opposition
from the Muslim members, it
was included n the Directive
Principles of State Policy.
Given India's diversity
there might be practical
hurdles in implementing ihe
Uniform Civil Code. There is
alargerperception that UCC
is aimed at encroachment on
religious freedom. Religious
communities will not easily
accept changcs in the way of
their practice?. Secondly, the
imposition of UCC will also
be seen as Stale’s interfer-
ence in Ihc personal matters
ofits citizens >vhoare already
granted Ihc riht to religious
freedom by the Constitution.
As such. UCC is going to be a
susceptible and tough task

case ofihe Scheduled Tribes,
there are no criteria Ihat de-
line a Scheduled Tribe, and
Ihc Government has not laid
down any such criteria when
it listed the Scheduled Tribes.
But there has historically
been certain inherent features
Ihat characterised Scheduled
Tribes, such as the hill ar-
eas and'or forests that they
inhabited that was isolated
from the mainland, the social
life that they lived that was
secluded from other com-
munities at large, the distinct
customs that they practiced
Ihat made them peculiar and
excluded from the main body
of people. In other words,
the social backwardness of
Ihc Scheduled Tribes was
rooted in their geographical
and social isolation. While
these arc not the criteria that
define Scheduled Tribes,

(e): "It is not correct to say
that the backward class con-
templated by Articic 16(4)
is limited to the socially
and educationally backward
classes referred to in Article
15(4) and Articic 340. It is
much wider. The test or re-
quirement of social and edu-
cational backwardness can-
not be applied to Scheduled
Castesand Scheduled Tribes,
who indubitably fall within
the expression "backward
class ofcitizens.” The accent
in Article 16(4) appears to be

on social backwardness.”
Thus, Ihc word "back-
wardness” in Articic 16(4)
cannot be broken down to
the singular "social back-
wardness” or Ihc singular
“educational backwardness"
in Articic 15(4). as it is much
wider in meaning. It sccnvs
that Articic 15(4) has placcd
the backwardness of the
Scheduled Tribes apart from
the social backwardness and
i of

they arc what has hi
characterised them.

The history’of the Sched-
uled Tribes in Norlh f-ast
India is that the areas they
inhabited were defined as
"backward tracts™ by the
British in the Governmentof
India Act, 1919, They were
later redefined as "excluded
areas” and “partially ex-
cluded areas” in the Govern-
ment of India Act. 1935 for
the purpose of administra-
tion. The Khasi Hills. Jaintia
Hills. Garo Hills and Mikir
Hills fall under the "partially
excluded areas.” In both
Acts, special provisions were
made in the administration
of the “backward tracts” and
the “excluded and partially
excluded areas” such that (i)
the provisions of the 1919
Act would not apply 10 Ihc
“backward tracts” without
exceptions and modifica-
tions. and Ihat any Act o f the
Indian Legislature shall not
apply lo these areas, or shall
apply subject to exceptions
and modifications, as notified
by the Governor-General (ii)
no Act of the Federal Leg-
islature or of the Provincial
Legislature under the 1935
Act shall apply to Ihc “ex-
cluded and partially excluded
areas” unless the Governor
so directs, subject to excep-
tions and modifications as
notified by him and (iii) Ihc
Governor may make regula-
tions for the peace and good
governmento fthe “excluded
and partially cxcludcd areas”
and such regulations may
repeal or amend any Act of
the Federal and Provincial
Legislatures and any exist-
ing Indian Law. Moreover,
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
existed beyond the boundar-
ies of British India, except
for a few Sirdarships, and
the British never imposed
taxation on these hills. Thus,
although no criteria has ever
been laid down by the Brit-
ish or by Ihc Government
of India 10 define Scheduled
Tribes, yet the historical
characteristics, geographical
isolation and peculiar social
life of the Scheduled Tribes
made their social backward-
ness self-evident, and without
question.

The Supreme Court in the
judgment dated 16.11.1992
in the case "Indra Sawhney
vs Union of India” made this
ruling in para 88A, point

There arc many adivasis
and janjaatis who have their
own traditions and customs.
Someofthem have expressed
concern that their pooja pad-
hhali (form of prayers) will
be affected. Some of these
communities also follow
their own norms for marriage
and divorce, which Ihcy feel
will be subsumed in the larg-
er law. Last week, the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
Council unanimously passed
a resolution to oppose the
implementation of UCC in
areas within its jurisdiction.
A coalition of 30 tribal bod-
ies in Jharkhand on Sunday
threatened to protest against
the proposed law. India is
home to an amazing 700 liv-
ing tribes with a population
of 104 millionas pa Census
2011 and its tribal popula-
tion is the largest in the
world. Despite encroaching
urbanisation, habitat loss and
dwindling livelihoods, many
tribal communities continue
to practicc their traditions
and to conserve Ihc ancient
wisdom handed down by
their ancestors. The BJP is
aware of the potential impli-
cations of UCC on its vote
share in tribal-dominatcd
areas and is wooing tribal
communities in Madhya

other classes when it says.
"The state is permitted to
make any spccial provision
for the advancement of any
socially and educationally
backward classes of citizens
or for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.”
Hence the backwardness
of any Scheduled Tribe is
indubitable, i.e. it is beyond
question. It is not subject to
any question based on any
test or parameters of social
backwardness or education-
al backwardness, and inter
alia of any economic back-
wardness. Thus, the above
mentioned novel voiccs and
unfamiliar demands, that
seek to pul forth the question.
"Who deserves Reservation
more?” or to subjcct the tribal
communities in the state to
such tests or parameters of
backwardness, or to divide
the tribal communities in
the stale according to social,
educational and economic
status, or to divide the state
itselfaccording to the social,
cdueational and economic
status of different districts,
have a single-point agenda
and that is to question the
backwardness ofany Sched-
uled Tribe. Their principle
is defeated by the principle
of indubitable backwardness
of any Scheduled Tribe in
Articic 16(4) and the above
mentioned Supreme Court
judgment dated 16.11.1992.

Thus, in anticipation of
the recommendations of
the Expert Committee, the
reader must understand the
unprincipled nature of these
novel voiccs and unfamiliar
demands, in contrast, the
continued historical aspira-
tion for equal Reservation
for all the tribal communi-
ties in the state can only be
achieved by determining
the proportional reservation
based on population, which
is the principle of the State
Reservation Policy in the
Resolution dated 12.01.1972.
Moreover, the reasons for
the low educational and eco-
nomic status in some districts
is not due to social discrimi-
nation or exclusion. There is
also great social mobility. A
mechanic's son can bccome
a legislator, and a farmer's
son can bccome a professor.
Hence what these districts
need is good governance and
clcan politics.

Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan
and in Ihe Northeast. States
such as Uttarakhand. Utiar
Pradesh. Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat have set up
committees to examine UCC
Knowing the sensitivity of
the issue, the Sangh Parivar
has pushed for buildinga nar-
rative. encouraging debate
and discussion and creating
consensus rather than just
bringing legislation.

Last year, a private mem-
ber's bill to implement UCC
was introduced in the Rajya
Sabha by a BJP lawmaker.
Several states have been
asked to or have prepared
their draft bills and sugges-
tions solicited from people
shows that the govemmeni
believes in taking an ami-
cable route Ihat will benefit
all sections o fsocicty. How-
ever. the utterances of the
Prime Minister in Bhopal arc
an indication of an election
plank for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls Ihat election will be
foughton Ihc basis o fmandir
and UCC. If UCC is imple-
mented 1he concept o f Ilindu
Undivided Family will have
to be given a go-by. Will the
Hindus accept it? *

Yours ctc.,
V K Lyngdoh.
Via email

(SI1X)

No education, no
health and doomed
to poverty

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

The book Poor Econom-
ics (Penguin publication) by
Abhijit V. Banerjee and Es-
ther Dullo (winners 0f2019
Nobel Prize in Economics)
is extremely insightful and
backed by extensive data
on how to understand poor-
ness and the possible ways
to mitigae it. Its narration
on poverty and poorness
is primarily based on 18
developirg countries data-
set mainly from Africa and
Asia with India included.
The writings, analyses, find-
ings and arguments of (he
book resonate closely with
Meghalaya. This is bccausc
much ofthe narrations about
schools, nighcr education,
skills, being productive as
a human, health impacts on
account of poor nutrition,
being stunted, diarrhoea,
malaria, ctc makes it easily
relatable with the current
scenario of Meghalaya. In
the observed opinion of
this writer, Poor Economics
is best suited as a knowl-
edge base for understanding
Meghalaya’s poorness and
thereby nay give a sense of
direction in its development
policy and planning.

Educaiion is a necessity
to break the chains of poor-
ness and move out of the
poverty trap. It is observed
globally tiat ifone is poorly
educated then (he chance
of declining into poverty
is more. It is important to
make a distinction between
literacy and education as the
latier’s connotation implies
The ability and capability to
engage in gainful employ-
ment’. Forexample, a liter-
ate person may or may not be
able to lard employment but
an educate! person on some
(rai( (say graphics, spccial
cffects, ood production,
tailoring, etc) will be able to
sustain ai:d come up in life.
This exemplifies the value
of cducaton it is not just
a degree, rather, an cnabler
for livclitood. Meghalaya’s
education scenario needs lo
graduallyshift focus towards
making students capable
of trying oul new things.
Simply asking questions as
ifa kilogram o f potatoes cost
Rs. 100 what would be the
cost for 250 grams has less
value. It has to shift towards
wha( can be made from a
kilogram of po(a(ocs and
when sold how much would
be the revenue and if it be
profitable? Poor education
results in incapable citizens
and this ultimately reflects
on the stilus of Meghalaya
in the national picture. The
NEP. 2020 aims to address
some of hcsc nagging de-

but

ladder”? Forexample, people
living below the poverty line
have the same aspirations for
theirchildren asany middlc-
income family would. When
poor health wreaks havoc
on learning capability, all
dreams arc shattered and
then comes the claim that
the rural s(udcnis cannot
eompcte with the urban ones.
In general, this is still true
(even if the rccent class X
and XII results have shown
some exceptions).

The Meghalaya numbers
on education and health
leave a lot to be desired
According to CELC data the
gross enrolment ratio for
tertiary education (higher
education at colleges, uni-
versities. ctc) in 2020 was
25.8% (a decline from 26.1%
in 2019). 'Hie average from
2010 to 2020 stood at 20.8%
India’s gross enrolment ratio
for highereducation in 2020
was already around 27%
These figures only show the
lack o f penctraiion o feduca-
tion in Meghalaya. There arc
many factors for this. At the
forefront arc poorness and
the unfavourable impact of
covid-19 pandemic. The
figuresalso td1 us that with
asizable chunk o fthe popu-
lation outside the ambit of
education, the future does
not look good. It is also to
be noted that the majority
of these are children from
poor families. This means
Inat they will continue to be
victims of the vicious cycic
of poorness and most likely
even their children. Further,
the 2021 National Health
Systems Resource Centre
Reporton Meghalaya shows
that 45% of children below
the age of 5 years suffer
from anaemia. Around 36%
of the children in Garo hills
are stunted and the figure isa
whopping 59% for the Khasi
hills. The proportion ofcom-
municable and nutritional
diseases contributes 10 36%
of total disease burden. Fur-
ther. lower respiratory tract
infection, malaria, diarrhoea,
etc arc the leading causes of
deaths. These numbers arc a
blot on the prospect of hu-
man resource development
in Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya numbers
are significant as Bancijcc
and Duflo make a compel-
ling argument with regards
to education and health.
Their basic premise is that
education isa must to break
the chains of poorness and
health is critical to grow’ into
productive and resourceful
adults. In Ihc absence of
and skilling an

the policy is a non-starter
The state government has
been showing inability to
implement the policy. One
of the reasons for this is
the lack of a spccial fund
spccifica ly meant for the
implementation of NEP.
Time to a;ton it!

It is useless for a per-
son to be educated but not
be healthy and vice versa.
This is because he'shc will
be less valuable to socicty
This is precisely the rea-
son why human resource
development focuses upon
both education and health
equally. Banerjee and Duflo
make a case for poor health
due to link of food and the
necessary calorics per day
10get the body going and be
productive. Living below the
poverty line directly implies
that the people eat lesser and
poorer quality food which in
lum advescly impacts their
health. This in turn makes
one unable to have (he re-
quired energy (o work and
earn a living forselfand the
household. This makes the
family incapable of mov-
ing out of poorness. This
phenomenon is described
as a food poverty trap. Fur-
ther. eating less would mean
that the children and family
would be more vulnerable to
ailments, ihcreby making the
whole situation one vicious
cycle. The demands ofedu-
cation require for the body
and mind to be adequately
nourished and healthy. In
the abseiKC of health, how
is a student supposed to be
capablc and climb up the

entire future would be wast-
ed and lost. If children arc
more prone tosay diarrhoea,
malaria and anaemia when
young, their physical and
psychological development
is dented. This is basically a
simple presentation and un-
derstanding o f development
If education and health arc
not addressed appropriately
then such people will never
beable to break the chains of
povertyand would foreverbe
doomed into poverty. More
concerning is the established
fact that the poorness would
continue into generations.
This can be summed up as
a‘poorness of generations’.
Today, Meghalaya is talking
a lot in terms of collective
development cfYorts at the
rural levels, entrepreneur-
ship and building o f capaci-
ties. Although that is fine, the
real problem lies in educa-
tion and health, particularly
of children. Then only will
the next generation be really
productive and contribute to-
wards a better Meghalaya

In conclusion, to quote
Banerjee and Duflo (page
65). “the good news is that
if something like this is
what is going on (proper
interventions in education
and health), we may only
need one push, one gen-
eration that gets to grow
up and work in a healthy
environment, (o set the trap
loose*. So. are we interested
in investing in a generation?

(The writer leaches al
NEHU; Email - benjamin@
nehit.ac.in)
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“II; order tocany apositive action we must
develop here a positive vision

— Dalai Lama
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Another reshuffle
IDEALLY and for the sake of continuity in terms
of policies, programmes and their implementation,
a council of ministers should remain unchanged
for a full term of five years. This also presupposes
that serious thought goes into the formation of a
ministry. But the actual scenario is quite different.
Prime Minister Narcndra Modi is believed to be
toying with the idea of a cabinet revamp and hints
are that it could happen in the first week ofJuly. As
less than a year is left for Parliament polls, this is
rather the time to start winding up the performance
ofthe five-year term and completing implementation
of major programmes. In a few months’ time, the
present dispensation will shift gear to a lamc-duck
mode. However, the Prime Minister may have his
own reasons to effect a revamp. It is likely that this
isdone with an eye on the upcomingassembly polls
instates like MP. Rajasthan. Chhattisgarh, Mizoram
and Telangana before the end of this year. Thereaf-
ter, in another four months, the general elections or
parliament polls will take place. The PM*s plan to
club maximum assembly polls along with parliament
polls wasa wclcomc move but this has not material-
ized, just as several other reforms have been in the

pipeline for long.

It must be admitted that the present cabinet has
strong and experienced ministers manning key
portfolios like home, defence, finance and external
affairs. While Nirmala Sitharaman is not a seasoned
politician, she too has acquitted herself well by not
landing the national economy into a critical phase.
Even as the common man is not benefited as such,
India is today a steadily rising economic power, to
which the main credit should go to its large army
of power-packed young population. Mention must
also be made uf the roads and highways sector that
is showing exemplary growth under the stewardship
of Nitin Gadkari. This, rather, is the main credit for
the “functional” Modi government in the public eye.
The PM should best know who performs better and
who doesn't. But, more than this, the yardstick for
inclusion in or exclusion from the cabinet or council
of ministers is political or driven by other consider-

ations. like representations to stales, communi

S

etc. The last cabinet reshuffle was done inJuly 2021,
when 12 ministers were removed and 17 new faces
inductcd. Achange in the law ministry too took place
later. A cabinet reshuffle midway through the five-
year-term, as Vlodi did, might be required from the
performance point of view. But, a reshuffle at this
late hour might not serve much purpose interms of

service delivery.

BJP’s divisive
politics

Editor.

It's so wonderful to read
the genuinely honest and
lucid essay: Much more
than Conflict of Interests,
by Albert Thymiang and be
educated with clarity on the
politics behind. "The City
of Jewels,” and Abode of
Clouds. (ST June 2X. 2023).
The phrase.” ths theatre of
the absurd" drew a purscd-
lippcd smile to my face.

The Maniptr ‘Inferno’,
(staying clear of words
and “phrases attached to the
bloody mayhem; though pri-
vately | believe otherwise),
educates me on the deeper,
sinister and obnoxious poli-
tics of the BJP. Modi's ob-
session with himsclfand his
populist image abroad, never
mind the orchestrated politi-
cal carnage, notjust shocks,
but disgusts me

Anything is acceptablc
as long as BJP comcs out
winner. In my observations,
the politics 0 TBJP is playing
out across the country, even
where they are rot in power.
And Meghalaya is a classic
example. Toeing the line of
disruptive politcs, divisive
politics ana bloody mayhem
politics is the order of the
day! When will our state
politicians anc electorate
wake up to the writings on
the wall? Ido articipatc. not
very far off, turbulence in
the ‘state given the flippant
attitudes of politicians, the
cover-ups and tie contradic-
tionsas highlighted. Upright
and strong leadcs mustcarry
the public with them by put-
ting an end to institutiona-
lised corruption! Remember,
we all need to nake it right
with ourselves first for God
is not mocked!

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
shillong - 19

Construction
failures

Editor.

Taking into account the
construction failures in Me-
ghalaya. from the Assembly
dome crash. ISBT. bridges,
football grounds, which have
proven to be construction
failures causing loss to the
state cconomy and risk to
human lives, the question
arisesas to why Government
is giving projects to such
contractors who do shoddy
work? They don't seem to
be professional but seem to
have got the contractmore as
a favourdone to haixi-pickcd
contractors. Why is the Gov-
ernment not sincere about
giving such work to the very
best in the field of construc-
tion and stop doing favours?
This is a complete misuse of
public funds. Sadly, it seems
more such projects have
been given to the same con-
tractors. What if a building
collapses in the future and
leads to casualties? Then the
explanation wilt be that there
will be an inquiry as always
which ultimately leads to
nothing.

My repeated question is
why s the work not given

The Uniform Civil
Code & ADCs

Auempis by Ihc BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre to
impose a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) at thisjuncture
can only be seen as a politi-
cal ploy. Perhaps the BJP is
testing the waters 10 check
if Hindus who an; largely
its vote bank will take ihis
bail. This presupposes that
Muslims and other minority
religious groups will oppose
the UCC and that the elector-
ate will be sharply polarised
It is easy to make people be-
lieve that certain sections of
people in India claim special
rights by virtue ofbeing mi-
norities cither because they
follow a particular religion or
by virtue of their being tribal
and backward bccausc they
were deprived of facilities
that have been enjoyed by the
majority community.

Each lime the UCC is
raked up itis Muslim women
who show preference for
this aspirational section of
the Constitution. The term
‘Uniform Civil Code’ is
explicitly mentioned in Part
4. Articic 44 of the Indian
Constitution which says.
"The State shall endeavour to
sccurc for the citizens a uni-
form civil codc throughout
the territory of India.” The
framers of the Constitution
debated this Article at length
and amidst points and coun-
terpoints it was placed as a
Directive Principle (which
is notjusticiable and at best
an aspiration). India is too
diverse a country to even at-
tempt a single codc of civil
conduct. In fact India defies
the very notion of a "nation
state.” A nation is usually
defined as a large body of
people united by common
descent, history, culture, lan-
guage and inhabiting a par-
ticular country or territory.
To the disccming eye India
is several nations, races, cul-
tures and languages. The link
language across the nation
is English. Hindi is spoken
only in Northernand Western
India. Itwould be impossible
to transact in Hindi in South
India and in the North Last.
Ourcultures are distinct and
so arc our food habits. The
very fact that beef is sacred
to some and food to others
is in itselfa huge dividing
factor. As long as food habits
arc not tinkered with and
people are left to follow their
cultural cuisincs they may be
amenable to parts o fthe Con-
stiiution being tweaked such
as in turning a directive prin-

the personal funds of some
minister/s. 1 hereby request
all other political parties
who are in the Opposition
to kindly stop such practices
of giving public contracts to
personal favourites. Govern-
ment should remember that
public money that is being
lavishly spent comes from
the taxpayers o fthis country.
1also request all pressure
groups to show more interest
on such matters o fpublic in-
terestand stop doing politics
in the name o fdevelopment.
We don't sec development
happening in Meghalaya
at the desired pace. The
Government should follow
the Assam model of devel-
opment.

Yours etc.,

Rohit Shah

Shillong - 2

Non-tribals
in continued
distress

Editor,

The issues highlighted
by A R Sinha regarding the
plight of non-tribal residents
of Meghalaya (ST, letter
to the Editor. 28th June
2023) deserve special atten-
tion by the Gov ernment for
mitigating their sufferings
Mcglulaya is a state where
the minority community is

By Patricia Mukltim

ciplc into a right and a law.
But as of now when people
are already so apprehensive
about the intrusion into their
religious and cultural rights
the UCC may be met with
resistance.

Coming to Meghalaya
and the other tribal regions in
Assam and Tripura where the
6th Schedule of the Constitu-
tion is operative, the District
Councils have been created
essentially lo protect and
promote the ribal customs
and usages in terms of mar-
riage and dilorcc amongst
others. It so happens that
large sections ofthe tribesarc
Christians and Christianity
has a set of defined prin-
ciples governing marriage
and divorce. How docs the
UCC play out if not in direct
contravention o fthe Biblical
tenets. No wonder that in
Nagaland, a state ruled by a

have internalised the fact that
Dalits ought to be treated as
lesser humans.

So much forthe UCC. Let
me now come to the newly
constituted Executive Coun-
cil ofthe KHADC which has
defied all noims of political
ethicsand turned the council
intoasortofstable where the
name of tlxr game is crass op-
portunism. Albert Thymiang
in his articic in this paper
has rightly pointed out the
unprecedented conflict of
interests where the Opposi-
tion in the State Assembly
is a coalition partner in the
KHADC. Needless to say
the Congress MDCs have
not even a sliver of love for
their party. One wonders if
the Congress Chief Vincent
Pala has given his seal of
authority to the Congress
MDCs to join the NPP ted
Executive Council. Ifhe has

**Anation is usually defined as a large body
o fpeople united hv common descent, history,
culture, language and inhabiting a particular

country or tetrilory. Tothe discerning eye

India is several nations, races, cultures and

languages. The link language across the
nation is English. Hindi is spoken only in
Northern and Western India. ”

government in alliance with
the BJP. the churchand other
civil societies have already
publicly declared that they
will not accept the UCC.
The question to ask the
BJP is whether the UCC
will do away with the eastc
system and treat the Dalits
as equals? Can that ever
happen in a country marked
by outragcouscasic discrimi-
nation even now in the 21st
century when India claims
to be a world power and the
Prime Minister travels to dif-
ferent countries o f the world
ostensibly as a peace emis-
sary. In fact the question that
should have been asked by
the US media other than ihe
clichcd one about the dimin-
ishing tenets o fdemocracy is
why there still exists in this
country a group of people
who by virtue of their births
remain theotiicastsof Hindu
socicty? It might have taken
the PM some lime to answer
that. But perhaps people
in the rest of the world too

then it's the beginning of
the end for the Congress in
Meghalaya.

The ADC's have anyway
been the playground of asi-
nine political entrepreneurs
- merchants of thirst where
water is equal to liquid gold.
That the District Councils
would even pretend to do
anything for the people is ab-
surd. Wc have seen so many
ECs comc and go. Has any-
one of them done anything
remarkable or memorable
that would be remembered
as a landmark other than of
course stalling the mining of
uranium. But that's because
there is public opposition
to it. Left to itself the ADC’
would have conccded to
ucIL ifitdangled an attrac-
tive enough bait.

It'salso not a coincidence
that the first statement given
by the new CEM. Pyniaid
Syiem is about being strict
with the issuance of trading
licenses to non-tribal busi-
ness aspirants. Well, that’s

formed by Meghalaya Gov-
ernment to review State's Government
Reservation Policy does not intervention

include a single non-tribal
although they are one of the
stakeholders on the issue.
Governments interaction
with the non-tribals is re-
stricted to a | faith fontms
and not in any other domain
of governance or issues.
Despite having a decade
old judgement of Hon'ble
Supreme Court for conduct-
ing Municipal Election for
electing Wanl Commission-
ers no serious efforts have
ever been taxcn by succes-
sive State Governments to
hold the poll ostensibly due
to opposition from local
pressure groups who think
that few non-tribal Ward
Commi if clected

needed against
hopeless JIO
service

Editor,

Apropos of the letter,
"1s Jio short-selling is cus-
tomers?” by Salil Gewali
highlighting the disappoint-
ing services of Reliance
Jio. 1am also compelled to
share my own viewpoints.
As a concerned parent, |
have encountered numerous
challenges when attempting
to fulfill account-rclatcd
work. The service has been
50 poor that even basic page

would be detrimental to
tribal interests.

These kinds of issues in
our state arc not only anti-
democratic butalso un- con-
stitutional. If one considers
the plight o fnon-tribals here
since the birth o f Meghalaya,
itwill not be an exaggeration
to say that the very prescnce
ofnon- tribals appears to be
a‘crime* in itselfin our state
In Meghalaya the democratic
and constititional rights
of minority non-tribals arc
constantly being trampled
upon, whereas the tribal
community is enjoying spe-
cial privilegesand protection

to ofthis
country who arc profession-
als?Why arc favours given to
the same firm? Who benefits
out of this public loss? As a
taxpayer | demand cancel-
lation ofall projects to such
dubious contractors, and also

being
on various pretext be it in
the name of Trade Liccnsc.
Labour Licence. influx, ap-
pointment in Government
jobs ctc particularly by the
so-called pressure groups
with the tacit support of the

demand that the g
not treat public money like

and
tion. The committcc recently

tnder the Con-
stitution (being a minority
in India) but docs not even
allow basic democratic and
constitutional rights to the
minorities ofthe state. What
an irony!

Yours etc.,
N.K. Kehar
Shillong-3

is not possible,
with speeds lingering less
than | kbps. This poses a
tremendous hurdle when
trying lo assist our children
with ihcir school projects
and other important work. |
am confident that countless
parents arc facing the same
frustrating situation that |
have been experiencing. It is
evident that Jio has amassed
substantial revenue from
its millions of subscribers
while failing to deliver on
its promised service.

Salil Gewali has rightly
questioned the discontinu-
ation of the Rs 345 plan,
leaving subscribers forced
into recharging the Rs 666
plan—an act thatcan only be
described as blatant money-
grabbing like thieves in the
streets. Such actions amount
to a grave offcnce, in my
opinion. I sincercly hope that
others will unite with Salil
Gewali and Larry Kharkon-
gor to expose the deceitful

also a huge revenue route for
the Council along with the
building permissions. Why
have the Councils kept the
issuance of trading liccnsc
pending in some cases for
years? Do they give reasons
to the applicants? In the
Government of India, any
application forany clearance
will be deemed to have been
clcarcd if the department sits
on a file. Should this same
premise not be adopted in the
Councils as well?

The question persists as
to why the priority of the
KHADC' is the issuance of
trade licenses. Is there noth-
ing else that deserves its
attention and priority? What
have the Councils done by
way ofconserving the rivers,
forests and minerals - all of
which arc within theirambit.
Culture is inclusive o fthe en-
vironmentand not apart from
it. Itis ironic thatwe have sa-
cred groves but destroy other
forests mercilessly. Arc those
other forests not sacred? Arc
they notcatchments that pro-
vide us water? Why did the
Umiam sink to its lowest this
year?Will the KHADC spare
some time to find out the
reasonsand the way forward
by using the human resources
and expertise of the state de-
partments such as the Water
Resources Department; the
Mining & Geology Depart-
ment; the Forest and Soil
Conservation Department?
Can the KHADC reply as to
who granted the quarrying
rights to a political elite in
the MDA Government in the
upper reacheso fthe Umkhcn
riveracross Umphymai? Has
this not led to the slow death
of the Umkhcn River? This
is just one example. There
are many quarryingssites that
have been responsible forthe
drying up o fonce swift flow-
ing rivers. Have the ADCs
then not failed big time?

Instead of engaging with
these critical issues the ADCs
comc up with drafts acts that
arc aimed at discmpowering
women and putting a bar-
ricade on their choicc of a
life partner by seeking to dis-
enfranchise a Khasi woman
who marries a non-tribal. In
this day and age, can any
institution set barriers to such
personal rights? Thesearc is-
sues that should be debated.
Tradition cannot be used as
a ruse todiscmpowcrwomen
and set standards about their
personal conduct such as the
choice ofa life partner.

tactics employed by this
company, which shamelessly
victimizes its poor subscrib-
ers. The government must
promptly take necessary
and stem action against this
Company in the larger inter-
ests of the public.
Yours ctc..
Chandra P. Swami,
Shillong -2

Lack of
decorum

Editor,

1 wish to bring to the at-
tention of the authorities the
erratic habits of Shillong
residents who rccklcssly
stop buses or taxis so_Ihat
they can embark for ihcir
next destination. 1 find it
upsetting to have to sec this
practically daily as a com-
muter. 1 would like to know
why people lack the civility
to stop cabs and buses at a
convenient location or at the
very least at specified stop-
ping zones without bothering
other people and creating a
traffic jam. However, it is
also important to take note
that unknown burglars arc
stealing even the steel and
iron chain; that arc placed
in bus sheds. Everything
that should be available for
public use in Shillong seems
to be taken even before they
arc even used

Yours ctc.
Gracefulness Rymmai,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers”
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

The Contentious
Uniform
Civil Code

By B M Lanong

It was indeed a remark-
able start for the new Execu-
tive Comrrittcc (EC) of the
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council (KHADC).
headed by the first-timer
Chief Executive Member
(CEM). Pyniaid Sing Syi-
em. MDC of the National
People’s Paly from Sohryn-
gkham, who in the first-
formal Business Session on
Saturday. June 24. came up
with an official Resolution
on the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), where the members
ofthe Iloose had an opportu-
nity to deliberate on the said
issue and unanimously, the
House resolved to oppose the
intention ofthe Government
of India lo introduce the
Codc wiihi) the jurisdiction
of the Council, "in order to
safeguard and protect our
interests as provided under
the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution of India,” quot-
ing verbatim, the reason for
rejecting tic codc.

As a muter of fact, no-
body got wind of any such
move from the Centre to in-
troduce the said law, howev-
erthe leaders o fthe National
People’s Party in the State,
could perhaps intercept some
signals from Delhi, obvi-
ously from regular contacts
between the State and the
Central ofticials and leaders
on varied subjects o fadmin-
istration.

Court dismissed the peti-
tion to introduce a common
civil code in-liminc, on the
grounds that the issue was a
matter for the Legislature to
enact, the court ‘cannot leg-
islate in these matters.’

The ongoing summer
session of the KHADC in
Shillong, also discussed on
the serious law and order
situation in Manipur, since
the violent uproar did not
confine to Manipur alone,
but spiralled all over the
north-cast, including Me-
ghalaya. where many victims
fled to the State capital and
neighbouring areas.

Ilte House took serious
note of what a noted local
English Daily reported in
its recent issue, that Ma-
nipur violence seems “pre-
planned.’ quoting a source
of a political party leader
of Manipur, who made the
allegations.

The House expressed its
solidarity with the victims
who had to suffer and flee
from their own State, fol-
lowing vigorous violence
and death of large number
of people, including large
scale arson and destruction
of houses and properties,
while at the same time, de-
manded the Centre and the
Government of Manipur to
restore normalcy and order,
at the earliest.

The House also took note

“Going by the nature o fviolations o fethics
and legalprecedents in Manipur, unlike
what the Meghalaya High Court did recently,
in refining to lake up ihe Roster issue in the
Education Department. The Court left the
area ofconflict to the State government to
decide on merit.

Whatever be the ease, it
is obvious for the new EC
in the Kluih Hills to feel the
pulse. going by what goes
on around in the north-cast,
the scriouf ethnic violence
in Manipur, causing wide-
spread tension and burden
to other neighbouring States
t00. in general.

Going by the nature of
violations of ethics and le-
gal preced:nts in Manipur,
unlike whst the Meghalaya
High Court did recently, in
refusing to lake up the Roster
issue in the Education De-
partment. The Court left the
area of conflict to the State
government to decide on
merit. In Vanipur. however,
the State High Court con-
versely took up the matter
outside its jurisdiction, in
according recognition to the
majority Meitcis as Sched-
uled Tribes, commanding
about 53% population in the
State, the controversial status
they neverdeserved before

Similarly, on the issue
ofaccording Uniform Civil
Codc in th; country for the
last seventy six years as of
now. this issue which finds
its place in paragraph 44 of
the C no High

of the Manipur State High
Court, on the controversial
recognition accorded to a
particularcommunity, which
issue had worsened the situa-
tion to a great extent,

Going by the tip-offpro-
vided by the local daily
above, it reminds the Coun-
cil Members of the weird
Svamitva Scheme of the
Centre, sent to the State, in
a form of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
between the Centre, repre-
sented by the Survey of India
and the Government of Me-
ghalaya. in December 2021,
which MOU was referred to
the KHADC by State Gov-
erment. to provide land sta-
tions. including water supply
and power in the camps in as
many as 6X46 villages, toes-
tablish continuous Operating
Reference System (CORS
Network) for a period of
above 5(fivc) years, for the
purpose of Drone Mapping
ofall Rural Areas. Ihe task
was given to the Survey of
India, to depute manpower
to all the above selected
villages.

When the senior local-
lady officer of the State

Court cither in the State,
nor in the corridor of the
Supreme Court, had ever
passed any order in favour
ofthe UCC

Any decision passed per-
incuriam. that is in total
ignorance of the terms of
relevant stimic. such deci-
sion cannot stand in the eye
of law. Tlic Manipur High
Court order above has no
legs tostand, hence it can be
quashed, whenever it is re-
ferred to the higher Court.

on the ssuc of Uniform
Civil Code however, it may
be a subject of public in-
terest to know, that many
individuals rather, preferred
the course of Uniform Civil
Code. mo*c for their per-
sonal interest, like the case of
many Hindu husbands, who
got converted to Muslim
faith, to cmblc themselves to
matTy several wives, where
no polygamy strictures ap-
ply. These common eases
have been akcn note ofand
remarked by many High
Courts too in the country.

As indicated above, it will
provide a clearer picture in
the Maharishi Avadhcsh Vrs
Union of India (1994) SCC
713. where the Supreme

the
Powei-Point pieseiiiatiou
in the KHADC Conference
Room, the entire presenta-
tion was all Greek to the
MDCs and officers. All that
they opined was that in the
modern computerised and
highly Scientific Network-
ing System, such a drone
mapping project, by a huge
man-power to roam about
in all the rural areas for at
least five years would result
also in creating their family
stations, over and over the
Ground Control Points. But
the burden of the Council
is how to acquire 6486 land
stations for the said scheme,
since land in Meghalaya be-
longs to the individuals and
the system to acquire even
temporary stations, has to
obtain prior approval from
Traditional Chiefs and local
Dorbars.

The weird project, thus
ended up weirdly and as
of now. the whereabouts of
the project is not known
What a layman however
understands, is that the geo-
physical position of the en-
tire country is known long
ago and in easily available
at our fingertips today.



