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The period from 1938-1948 was a great landmark in the political
history of Manipur. During this short period Manipur witnessed
some remarkable political developments which brought great changes
in her political and administrative systems. Among these, the demand
for the establishment of a responsible government in Manipur was
the most important one.’

The genesis of these poitical developments was very much clo-
sely interlinked with the outcome of the Anglo-Manipur War
of 1891. This war had undoubtedly made very significant
impact on the future political history of this tiny state. One of the
inost important impact was that it gave a death-blow to the distinc-
tive traditional economic and political system by debasing her poli-
tical status of a severeign independent kingdom. The introduction
of the colonial administration had greatly changed the tradi-
tional administrative system of the country and, on the other hand, it

_also had brought forth some new ways of thinking as far the modern
political consiousness was co. - In fact, the changes of tardi-
tionalism, the introduction of new ways of thinking and breakup
of the older regimental feudal social order had tremendously stir-
red up the political consciousness which was not evident during the
carly period among the people of Manipur. i

The demand for the establishment of a responsible government
in Manipur is closely related with the birth of political party in Mani-
pur. For the first time the people of Manipur came to know about the
working system of a political organisation in the year 1938. Be-
fore this there was no politcal party in Manipur. At that time therc
was a social and religious organisation which was established in the
year 1934 under the chief patronage of the feudal lord, the Maharaja
of Manipur. The name of this organisation was the Nikhil Hindu
Manipuri Mahasabha. All the leading personalities of Manipur were
members of this organisation. But as it was a social and religious

organisation, there was no scope for any political action. So, some



leading members of the organisation, mostly the elite group, who ‘were

greatly influenced by the political programme of the Indian National
Movement, had strongly felt the immediate need of a political or-
ganisation in Manipur. They wanted to replace the present colonial
and feudal administrative system by introducing a new political and
administrative system based on the principle of democracy. There-
fore, they had a strong desire to change this social and religious
organisation as a political party. Their objective was ful-
filled in the fourth session of Mahasabha, which was held on 29th
and 30th December, 1938, at Imphal. In this session, the Mahasa-
‘bha became a political party and its original name wds also changed
as the Nikhil Manipur Mahasabha. Their main demand was the
estalishment of a responsible government in Manipur. After this
scssion the Maharaja of Manipur had declared the Mahasabha as
a politica party and according to his official order no government
servant was allowed to be the member of this party. As a result
of ‘this’ all the government employees except H. Irabot Singh and
Tempok Singh resigned from the party. So, the emergence of this
party may be marked as a steppmg stone for the ﬁn.rther development
of politwsl consciousness in Manipur.

But in the year 1939 the Nikhil Manipur Mahasabha was’ split
into two. The outbreak of Nupilan (Wemen's agitation) was the
main reason of this split. The redical group led by Hijam Irabot
Singh wanted to support the movement but other groups did not
share his view. As a result of this the party was split into two and
immediately a new party was formed with H. Irabot Singh as
the leader. The name of the party was the Pargja Sanmelani.
The main objectives of the party were the abolition of the colonial
and feudal rules and establishrient of a responsible government in
Manipur. With this demand, the party started a peaceful and non-
violent political agitation against the practices of the fendalism and
colonialism. Thus, the demand for the establishment of a respon-
sible government came into focus with the birth of these politial
organisations But at the early stage the intensity of the movement
was not strong.

Again in the year 1945, anewpartywnththenam, Praja Sangha
Party was established. The fundamental aim and objective cf this
party was to endeavour for the achievement of independence of
Manipur, abolition of feudal rule, establishment of a responsible
Government and introduction of adult universal franchise in the
country. Besides this the party also strongly stressed the need for
having a classfess society in the country. By dint of this programme
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the party recewcd 8 very encouraging response from -the ; iipeople
: pamcularly from. the rural peasant group, or masses. ; During
this time there was a peasant society in Manipur which was known
.- a8 Krishi Sanmelani and it fought for the redress of the grievances of
the peasants. But on 16 May 1946 at the second session of the
society, it was converted into a Political organisation and its name
was changed as the. Manipur Krishak Sabha. This was the eonly
speasant based political organisation in Manipur. It.also strongly
emphasised the - establishment of -a responsible . government in
Mavipur, introduction of adult universal franchise, the integration
- of the people in hills and plains. Another mpoﬂant catching
. demand of this party was that all. the cultivable land in. Magipur
should be transferred. to the tillers. o
- Finally, the-Manipur State Congress Party also came into, exis-
tence on 4 October 1946 This party was established at the initia-
tive of some individuals, mostly educated people. Later on
this party became a unit of the Al India Congress Committee.
.All the members of the Nikhil Manipur Mahasabha also became the
smembers of this newly established party. Like other parties, it.also
strongly emphasized for the establishment of a responsible govern-
ment on the basis of the principle of democracy, abolition of
- social injustices of the feudal rule. This they began to fight for the
+ achievement of political right under the banner of democracy.
Indeed, the birth of these political parties tremendously enhgnced
the spirit of political conseiousness among the people of Manipur.
Theirt demand for the establishment of a responsible . government
. 'gave a strong: impetus to the political movement and fiinally,
: brought a sweeping change in the political system of Maaipur.
Just after-the end of the war, every Indian began to feel thatthe
independence .of India from the colonial rule was now only
a matter of time. Sensing the mood of the time, every princely
state in India also began to prepare for having a separate adminis-
strative unit of their own. Like the other princes of India, Maha-
raja Budhachandra also wanted to establish a separate administra:
tive unit of his own. On the other hand, he was also aware of the
political demand of the people. From his letter dated 30th Oct.,
1946 vide D. O. No. 660 P/11-1 addressed to the British Political
Agent in Manipuy, it scems that he was in favour of the introduction
- - of democratic system in the administration of the couatry.. On
21 September 1946 he asked the British authorities to allow him to
make a royal proclamation regarding the new administrative peport
to the peopleof his state.! Britishalso had shown their inclination
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- agd Mr.. Gimson, .the British Political Agent in Manipur requested
the Maharaja to sypply a draft copy which the Maharaja proposed
to apnpounce. Maharaja Budhachandra wrote a letter on 30th Oct.,
1946, in..which he explicitly expressed his desire to establish a demo-
cratic system of administration with an ‘Elected Advisory Assembly’

- constituted by the representatives of both hills and plains.
~But when it came into practice, it was found that instead of
accepting the demand of the political parties i.e. establishment of the

..regponsible government in Manipur, the Maharaja produced some
‘Administrative Rules’. for the country. These contained the
sules for.the mlatlonsblp Dbetween the State Durbar and the Maharaja

- and the powers of the indiyidual members of the ‘State Council’
which had been propased.in, this rule. In fact, this new rule had no

- praqvision for the establishment of the responsible government in the

.state. It was confined only to the strengthening of the Maharaja
of Manipur. So, this new administrative rule of Maharaja was
ot .., Wp\ed. by the representatives of various political parties.
Their main object was to establish a Legislative Assembly under the
. guidance of a separate constitution of the State. To check the attitude
, of the, Maharaja of Manipur, the political leaders of the state be-
. 8aR.to agitate for the fulfilment of their demand. On 1 November,
-1948 the Copgress Party had submitted a memorandum to the Maha-
.1aja,and yrged him to make a rayal declaration for the establishment
of Lmlatlvc assembly on the basis of the democratic pnncxple'

. in. Magipur very soon. The Maharaja also sensed the incpeasing
political _ devejopment in. India and the mood of the time,

.. He began to.. are for a separate constitution of Manipur.

-On 12 December 1946 the Maharaja issued a formal order to
. constitute a, ‘Constitution Making Committee” to prepare a new
.consfituton, for the gaverpance of the state.

The formation of the ‘Constitution Making Committee’ itself

. was ggreat political achievement on the part of the leaders of diffe-

»-sent parties. According to the official order of the government
.the proposed Copstitution Making Committee would be constitu-

y.ted by.the following members i.c. (a) Three members from the

+»dOurbar nomingted by the President of the Manipur State Durbar, (b)
...One member from the palace nominated by the Maharaja, (c) One
.. Tepresentative depused by each Tahashil Circles from the firee Taha-
.ahils .( Valley ), (d) One representative each of the Ukhrul,

. .Mao, Tamenglong, Churachandpur, and South-East arcas. The

- President of the, ur State Durbar would be the Chairman of

-the_ Commigee. .. Japney, of selegtion of  the. Members of
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the Committee had clearly demonstrated the positive outlook of the
authorities in favour of the demand of the political leaders. It pro-
posed to give privileges to every political party to take part in the
preparation of the constitution of the State. Aaccordingly, all the
political parties had prepared to contest for the membership of the
Constitution Making Committee. For this the Maharaja formed
an election Committee which was constituted by three members.
Somorendro Singh, Jail member of the Durbar, was the
Chairman. On 21 January 1947 the Chairman of the Election
Committee submitted the list of the elected persons and thus the
Committee was formed with fourteen members excluding F. F.
Pearson. On 27 July, 1947 Committee submitted the constitution
to Maharaja. In fact, the enactment of this constitution of
Manipur State had undoubtedly laid down the solid foundation
for the establishment of a government which was based on demo-
cracy.

However, Maharaja was not fully prepared to nnplemen_t the
demand of the political parties. Instead of this, he had founded
an ‘Interim Government® in Manipur. On 1 July 1947 the Manipur
State Durbar, which was established in 1907, was abolished and it
was named as ‘Manipur State Council’. On 15 July 1947,
Pearson, the President of Manipur State Durbar, became the Chicf
Minister of Manipur. But he was replaced very soon by Maharaj-
kumar Priyobrata Singh, the yonnger brother of the Maharaja of
Manipur. And on 15 August 1947 Manipur regained her lost
political status of a sovereign independent kingdom.

. All the same, the manner of the formation of the “Interim Coun-
cil’ was not up to the expectation of the political parties. They
severely criticized the policy of the authority and urged the Maha-
raja to dissolve this type of government. On 4 October 1947,
the Working Committee of the Congress Party adopted a resolution
and urged the Government to make an immediate decla ration of
granting a ‘Responsible Government’ before the 1st April of 1948.4
The resolution was endorsed to Maharaja. But having received no
positive response, they again sent two reminders on 16th and 18th
October vide Memo No. 143-I/MSC and Memo No. 144 157-L/MSC
respectively in which they further argued to dissolve the present
Interim Council, They also mentioned that *“during the interven-
ing period a popular Interim Council should be established by dissol-
ving the present Interim Council and that steps should be taken for
framming a Constitutional Assembly composed of peoples’ repre-
sentative only elected on adult franchise.” After observing these
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political developments, a meeting of the: Manipur State Council
was held on. 12 October 1947 with K. C. Chakravarty, the Legal
Remembrancer to His Highness the Maharaja of Manipur. On
behalf of the Maharaja, he assured that adnit franchise, elected
legislature and ministers elected by the legislature would be under
constitution.®  But the political leaders, particularly Congress
Party, could not rely uponhis wordsand with the help of other
parties they started agitation from 6 November 1947,

Demonstration and picketting in front of the State Offices, at
the residence of the Government Officials was the major programme
of the movement. As a result of this non-stop agitation, the normal
lifein the state was completely paralyzed and the function of the
Government was seriously affected. The government also tried
to suppress the movement. On 10 November, the Government issued
a public notification in which it stated that ‘the distribution
of war compensation would be stopped so long as the Congress
would not call off this agitation’.” But this did not stop the
movement and it became moreserious. After such develop-
ment the Chief Minister of Interim Council made a declaration
on 23rd November that a Responsible Government would
be introuduced in Manipur within six months.! The decision of
the Government was warmly welcomed and appreciated by all the
political parties in Manipur and as a mark of respect the party leaders
called off the agitation on 26 November 1947.

Just after the withdrawal of the agiation by the party, the Mani-
pur State Council geared up the preparation for election.  They
formed a ‘Franchise Sub-Committee’ which was constituted by nine
members with L. Ibongohal as the Chairman. According to the
franchise rule the valley area of Manipur was divided into twenty-
nine constituencies. The hill reserve area was also divided into
cighteen constituencies. The rule also prescribed the qualification
of a candidate and voter. According to the rule any bonafide Mani-
puri who had attained an age of twentyfive could contest election and
a person who attained an age of twentyone was eligible to cast
his vote. So farthe disqualification of a candidate was concerned
the rules pointed out that a person who was alleged as guilty of cor-
rupt practices, an offence relating election, criminal offence etc. was
not eligible to contest clection. The committee established an ‘Elec-
tion Tribunal’ which was constituted by three members who were
equivalent to the District Judge. R. K. Bhaskar was the Chair-
man of the Tribunal and P. C. Deb was appointed as a
Returning Officer on 3 April 1948.
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The election wils" ﬁxed.on‘llhinﬁ 1943‘ I tAB ShettRip
phﬂyconldsecurean absofote- majority. ThE- party¥ potiion?

was as follows

1. Manipur State Congress .. 14’
2. Socialist Party . 3
3. Manipur Krishak Shava .. ]
4. Hill Areas . 18
5. Praja Santi . ¥
6. Nomination .. 1

Total : 53

But the Congress Party, though acquired the single majority
in election they could not form a ministry; Censequently, a non-
Congress coalition Government was formed and: Captain Madsaraj-
kumar Priyobrata Singh became first Chief Mimister. of. Manipur.
The maidan session of the Legislative Assembly took place on 18.
October 1948. In his inaugural address, the Maharaja oxpressed
his happiness over the establishment of a legislative assembly which.
was a long charished desire of the people of Manipar.

From what has been discussed above, it can be concluded
that the establishment of a legislative assembly which. was consti~
tuted with the repmntatnvw elected on the basis of democratic
principles, was a landmark in the history of Manipur. With the
formation of this legislative assembly the long standing-dumand
of all the political parties was finally fulfilled. But when welook
at the class character of the movment, it was the emesgent
elite groups which dominated the rRevement and, therefore, the now
responsible government served. tlfe interests of the now dominant
groups. Along with the movement for responsible governmeat,
H. Irabot Singh had launched a revolutionary movement for the
emancipation of the poor masses. So, the establishmest of new

government hardly fulfilled the aspmtnons .of the people of
Manipur.
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