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The present study analyses the political
behaviour in Manipur, a land of rich cultural
heritage and equally fascinating politics,

in the light of her ecological setting in the
Fifth General Elections held in 1972. It
surveys the previous elections and peeps into
the anatomy of the constituencies, analyses
of party manifestoes, background of

) candidates, campaign processes, poll verdict,

voting and its determinants in the spatial
perspective. To make the study more
comprehensive and up to date three
post-1972 elections held in the State have
been briefly surveyed in the Epilogue.

The study, which is rich in data and
analytical in approach, helps in understanding
the complexities of the electoral processes

in Manipur. Inferentially it also offers an
insight into the various politico-integrational
processes in a state, the socio-cultural -
asymmetries and pluralities of which have
posed baffling problems. More specifically,
the study brings out how the recruitment

of a new strata into politics lﬁS causing

the displacement of traditional elites. This
makes the elite strata rather broad based. But

_simultaneously, owing to its traditional

character, the process also_carries certain
disintegrational implications with it. This
may explain the chronic political instability
that Manipur has been witnessing. From
the methodological angle the study succeeds
in blending the observational and survey
research methods, one enriching the other,
to analyse the electoral verdict in this
border state.

Of absorbing interest to students of political
science, and political geography and lay

" readers who wish to be well-informed on
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PREFACE

ELECTIONS are the backbone of democracy. They represent the
people’s participation in the state affairs. The systematic study of
the voting behaviour in the elections pravides a peep into the
national political development and the pattern of politics in a
particular region. In democratic, secular and socialist India the
democratic setup at the centre and state levels is based on a
broad adult franchise, direct elections, individual freedom and
competitive parties. The state has commitments for “economic
and social planning, particularly extensive and sustained govern-
mental direction, control, and to some extent ownership of
economic enterprise. It is a system dedicated to raising the
standard of living, redistributing income, improving the economic
status of the common man, and in moving towards egalitarian
social and poliiical ends”.

Political development after the integration of the state of
Manipur with the Union of India in 1949 has taken place in
the context of a concerted effort by the state to promote social and
economic development, involving the creation of employment
opportunities, the improvement of living standards, the extension
of education and an attempt to reduce inequality. Over two
decades, 1951-71, there has been an increase in literacy from 11.4
per cent to 32.9 per cent, a rise in urban population from 2,862 to
1,41,492 and an expansion in the coverage of the mass communi-
cation media, all of which have an important bearing on the
electoral politics of the state.

This is the first study of the general elections in Manipur,
which have gone through four general elections, held at regular
intervals of five years, since 1952, and a mid-term parliamentary
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poll (1971) prior to the 1972 General Elections. The state also
went through a mid-term Assembly poll in 1974 and the parlia-
mentary general election 1977. 1In selection of the state leadership
the people of this border state have been guided by their geopoliti-
cal setting and socio-economic structure and considerations.

The present study analyses the political behaviour in Manipur
in the light of socio-geographical and economic infra-structure and
;culturmmons, held
in 1972. It surveys the previous elections as they had a definite
"bearing on thke 1972 elections. The demographic structure of the
Assembly constituencies, the salient features of the election
manifestoes of the political parties, politico-cultural grouping of the
contesting candidates and some aspects of the electoral campaign
have been presented in this election study of Manipur. Regional
and districtwise variation in the voting pattern have been noticed
in the state because of geo-cultural differences. The electoral 4
behaviour in an urban constituency—Uripok, projected in this |
study reflects the motivations, attitudes, values and expectations of |
the public, which goes once in five years to the polls to vote for the |
local leadership, who in turn become part of the state and national
leadership. To make the study more comprehensive and up-to-date
three post-1972 elections have been surveyed in brief in the
Epilogue.
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Aspects of Electoral Campaign—and for going through the
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Introduction

'Y FIRST JANUARY NINETEEN HUNDRED
AND SEVENTY TWO

- dawn of this day a new state, the State of Manipur,
the eastern horizon of our great country, the Republic
n the green lavish lawns of the Imphal Raj Bhavan
ter Indira Gandhi, inaugurated the twentieth state of
The occasion marked the fulfilment of the long
uire of the people of Manipur.

r, which controls the gateways from Burma into the
led Assam valley, has always been an Indian state.
i the ancient times she has been used as the highway to
_]‘ 'M'ter 1947, when India attained her independence, this
ly state under geopolitical compulsions arising from the
gpurture and lapse of paramountcy, led the then Maharaja
e #ign the merger agreement on 21 September 1949, and
Wus amalgamated with the Union of India on 15 October
inee then Manipur has been the scene of eco-cultural
-j_j’%‘ on, bringing the state to the threshold of overall

r in the olden days has been called by a variety of
The Burmese called it Ka-the and Ka-se, and the Assamese
nd Mogalou. To the peOple of Cachar i in Assam it was
ipur literally means the “land of gems” and has been
various connotations like “jewel of India”, ‘a little
W flower on lofty heights™, and “the Kashmir of eastern
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There is a popular belief among the people of the state that
Manipur of Mahabharata is identical with the present state of
Manipur. The royal family of Manipur has always claimed to be
the descendants of Arjuna, the third Fundava of the Mahabharata.
The Manipur Purana traces the royal lineage of the kings of the
state to Babhruvahana, the son of Arjuna and Chitrangada, the
only daughter of King Chitrabhanu, an ancient legendary ruler of
Manipur.

Though Manipur has been inaccessible in the past, now it is
traversed by two major roads, the National Highway No. 39, which
connects the Brahmaputra valley with Burma, and the Pan-Asian
Highway (Indian Section), connecting Burma with Bangladesh
through Manipur and Assam. From Calcutta Manipur’s capital
city Imphal is only two hours journey by air.

A good number of tribes inhabit the hills of Manipur while the
central basin is peopled mainly by the Meiteis (Manipuri Hindus)
and the Muslims. As a whole Manipur provides a fertile ground
for the study of the variety of the human responses to her varied
' physical environment.

The present study attempts to analyse and interpret the poli-
tical behaviour in Manipur in the light of socio-geographical and
economic infrastructure and cultural determinants of the area with
particular emphasis on 1972 General Election in the state. The
role of political parties, their candidates and the methods of
campaign have also been studied as they influence much the
electoral behaviour of the people in a democratic set-up.

Voting behaviour is usually explained in terms of party loyalty,
and this loyalty in turn is decided by multiple factors like caste,
social class, religion and regionalism. The factor variables are
dependent upon macroscopic analysis of cultures and institutions.
Caste and religious voting, like other parts of India, have not
much of significance in the state of Manipur, under the impact of
Vaishnavism. But the concept of social class in terms of occupa-
tion, income, education, ethnical factor, hill-valley dichotomy,
and division into indigenous and migrant population have influenc-
ed the voting behaviour. Whether the party identification deter-
mines the electoral behaviour or new issues or personalities sway
the mind of the voters—these need deeper analysis or probing,
which is beyond the scope of the present study. However, a very



aiden attempt has been made in broad-descriptive-
yle to bring out basic information on General Election
in the state of Manipur. This may provoke enthusiastic
to go in for a depth of study of its- voting behaviour in
%t of the complex role of election in a small state in the
cal system of India.
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