l F133
o2

TRIBES OF
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

P. THANKAPPAN NAIR
BA, M.A., LLB.,
. ‘Sastri’, ‘Visharada®

SPECTRUM

SPECTRUM PUBLICATIONS
GUWAHATI




AERL |
Ane. oY
aec. OY

@ass DT~

;‘ o v o
L d

Made in India

Firgt Published 1985

Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh
© Author

All rights reserved. No part of this book ' may be reproduced, stored i’

ANyt ieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electroriiz
LibE , L i ; a0y it :
1 61 nica}, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the proi-

‘e SS 'g of the publisher.

.

vos o ®

gub. Hiea8ins ™ o

POl

Published by Krishan Kumar on behalf of Spectrum Publications
 =Pan Bazar, Guwahati - 781 001, Assam

Sele Distributors

United Publishers

—Pan Bazar. Main Road, Guwahati—781 001, Assam

—38 UA Bunglow Road, Jawahar Nagar, Delhi-110007-

Overseas

—East India Book Company
. 835 Second Avenue, Suite 2~—8

New York, NY 10016

Printed at ;
Parashar Printers

~Delhi )

CONTENTS
List of Ilimsirations EX
1. Administrative Set-up of Arunachal s L%
Pradesh <1 .
7. Outlines of British Relations with S
the Hill Tribes of Arupachal Pradesh = - 11
Parasuramakund and its vicinity 23
4. Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh 29
1. The Adis (Abors) 29
2. The Akas 35
3. The Apa Tanis e 40
4. The Daflas 46
5: The Gallongs : 52
6. The Kbamptis 58
k/k The Mishmijs (Idu) . 64
8. The Monpas 69
9. Fhe Noctes 79
10. The Sherdukpens .ee 83
11. The Singphos o 88
.12. The Tangsas - 93
13. The Wanchos 101
14. The Litile-known Tubss of
Arunachal Pradesh 104



5. Youth Dormitories of Arunachai

6. Marriags in Arunachsl Pradesh
7.
8.

10.

Pradesh

sua

Slavery in Arunachal Pradesh

Primitive Weapons & Warfare in
Arunachal Pradesh !

Expedx:tions against the Hill Tribes
of Aranachal Pradesh

An Ethnographical Bibliography
Index

Nun

109
133
149

223

266

321

immemorial.
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1. A4 bau,m, i Padam Girl, - The Padams are a sub-tribe of

the great Adi (Abor) irbe of Arunachal Pradesh, who
inhabit the Siang district.

.- An Adi gitl poqmg for a photoaraphq
3, An Adi coupf& Note the typical cane neimet on the head

of the warrior-busband.

‘4. The Adis of the Sxang dnstuct of Amnachal Pradesh arte

fond of dances. Ponung is their most jmportant dance.

. The Adi girls are ready to perform the Ponuno dance

. The Khowas inhabit the Kameng District of Arunacbal

Pradesh. They are allied to the Akas. Note this Khowa

lady’s traditional jewellery.
‘6. A Khowa gentleman. Both Khowa men “and women

load their person with traditional jewellery.

. - A beautiful Mljl girl smoking a pipe. The ‘Mijis who

anmber 2,080 souls today inbabit the Kameng District of :
Arunachal Pradesh. The Akas and Khowas and Mijis
intermarry.

~An old Apa Tapi peasant engaged in polishing a cane.

The Apa Tanis inhabit the Subansiri district of Arunachal
Pradesh and they are settled agriculturists from time

b
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9. Ap Apa Wani couple beaming with smile. Note the

_peculiar ‘Podum’ hair-style of the Apa Tapis. The hair

is .mlled into two balls on thf top of the head, through

:z}s;hn:l:h a brass-skewer is inserted horizontally. ~This

odum” style is worn only "after the attai 5
alter ¢ atta

sl ' ttainment of

" Twao coy Apa Tani belles exchanging pleasantries. ~ Noto

their peculiar rain-coat.

- The Apa Tani iri
Apa Tanis of the Subansiri area are experts in acro-

batics. A pa Tani
ati An Apa Tani young man demonstrates his tradi-
tional Bo Bo{game, g e

. The Daf i iri distri
he Dafias of the Subansiri district are the martial and

mari'tal people of Arunachal Pradesh. Here is a Dafla
warrior with his typical bair-style. |

3. A Dafla tribesman from Subansiri.

. A i i ical
\ Dafla youngman with _his typical fibre raip-coat and

. helmet.

16.

18,

19,

. The Khamptis who inhabit the Lohit district of Arunachal

Pradesh are Buddhists by religion and number 2550 souls

today. This troupe of Kbampti dancers are ready io
perform their masked dance. »

The Mishmis who inhabit the Lohit district of Azupachal -

Pradesh are divided into Idus, Digarus, Taraons and
Kaman_s, after their peculiar. bair-styles. The photo shows
a beautiful Digaru Mishmi girl playing a gong

- The Idun Mishmis of the Lohit districi of Arunachal

Iira.aesh are distinguished from their Taraon. Digaru and
Kaman brethren by their ‘crop-haired’ or ‘Chulikatta’

L : ]
_1ﬁ“ur_eﬁ' The photo shows a typical Idu Mishmi priest
with bis instruments of divination.

AI.) hiappy Tdu Mishmi conple of the Lohit District, Arnna-~
chal Pradesh, out on a, ‘shopping” spree. ‘

Two exquisitively dressed and captivating Monpa maidens

frow the Kameng district of Aruvuachal Pradesh. The
Monpas are Buddhists. Their textile technology s
unrivalled in Aranachal Pradesh.

20. A group of Monpa masked dancers.
21. Two Monpa ladies, mother and daughtcr, in front of their

house.

22. Monpa dancer from Kameng District of Arunachal

Pradesh.

23. The Noctes of Tirap were fierce head-hunters in the past.

They are now a peace-loving lot. Two Nocte girls are
husking paddy in their double-entry mortar with pestles.

24. Two Nocte warriors who have given up head-hunting and

have instead taken to agriculture. No wonder today they

are Vaishnavites.

95. The Sherdukpens are a small tribe of 1154 souls inhabit-

ing the Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. They are
divided into three classes, aristocracy, artistans and
agriculturists. A yung Sherdukpen is posing for a photo.

26. The Singphos of the Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh

are Buddhists today and their total number does not
exceed 982 souls today. Here there is a troupe of Singpho
dancers in their ceremonial costumes.

97 The Tangsas are a group of people inhabiting the Tirap

district. The term is applied to a dozen tribes who have
not been studied yet. Here is a lovely Tangsa girl

spinning.

98. A Tangsa gentleman who has been much exposed to

civilization, making a fencing to his garden. Note the
bush-shirt he is wearing.

29. 'The Wanchos of the Tirap District of Arunachal Pradesh

and a hospitable people today, though they were head-
hunters in former times. Hers is a happy Wancho couple.
Note the Wancho husband. e is not out without his
weapons—a gu and a doo,



30. A Wancho warrior from the Tirap district of - Arunachal
Pradesh. The Wanchos are a numerous tribe, now: 23,393
strong. ‘The Wanchos still maintain their bachelors’
barracks. ? S p s

31. The Miris or Hill Miris properly, are the inhabitants of
the Subansiri district, Here is a Miri marksman. '



