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A medical emergency

THAT in this day and age people can still die of food

poisoning means that our public health system is

unable to deal with medical emergencies and that

people too are unaware about first aid practices and

how to deal with such situations. The Deputy

Commissioner, Ri Bhoi said that those who organised

the church service at Nongkya village in Ri Bhoi

district never sought official permission although there

was a gathering of nearly 2000 people at the venue.

Perhaps there is no precedence for getting permission

from the district administration for church services

but perhaps this incident would serve as a lesson for

the administration to keep itself on alert in case of

any human or medical emergencies. At a gathering

of so many people if anything untoward happens and

the administration is not informed then it becomes

difficult to manage the disaster. Incidentally we are

prone to think that disaster only means an earthquake,

landslip, cyclonic storms and the like. What happened
at Ri Bhoi is a health disaster that claimed 8 lives and
perhaps more. That some of the patients had to be

brought all the way to Shillong Civil Hospital means
that the Nongpoh Civil Hospital could not handle
the cases or did not have the wherewithal required

or adequate beds to accommodate all patients. To

bring patients who are in a critical situation all the

way to Shillong means loss of precious time.

These are issues that should not be forgotten after

this is all over. Its fair that an enquiry will be

conducted into the food poisoning incident to find

out the exact cause so that similar fatal incidents are

not repeated. Over and above that anyone who

organises any large scale gathering has to inform the

respective district administrations so that no time is

lostin addressing such emergencies should they recur

at any time in the future.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Meghalaya Assembly

Concern over drug abuse

The growing incidence of
drug abuse in the State was
viewed with concern in the
State  Legislature  on
Tuesday. Moving a private
members motion to discuss
measures to be taken to
check the drug menace in the
state, Mr E K Mawlong
(HSPDP) said that parents in
Shillong and the State as a
whole were worried that their
children might get addicted
to drugs. Several members
participated in the
discussion. The availability
of various drugs, ganja,
bhang, hashish, heroin was
discussed as also the sale of
habit forming medications. It
was generally felt that
though the problem has not
yet  reached serious
proportions, the proximity
of Meghalaya to the Golden
Triangle and the increasing
use of narcotics among
adolescents, needs urgent
attention.

The reasons behind drug
abuse wee many, the
increased competitions in
High Schools and
Universities, increased
stress, and the increase in
income were among the
reasons cited. Youngesters
today have far more pocket
money, and in many cases,
scholarships and stipends
given to tribal students,
"never really reached home"
a member pointed out. The
drug menace could not be
contained s long as there
was a demand for drugs.
Parental negligence, peer
group pressure, were also
responsible, and members
felt that a "war on drugs"
had to be declared.
Suggestions to combat
drugs were given, among
which the creation of more
"outlets" for adolenscets
like sports and games, firm
monitoring of addictive
medicines in pharmacies,
stern action against drug
peddlers, were mooted.

Minister for Health Mrs
M War expressed solidarity

with the views of the
members and said that the
health department would do
all within power, to check the
menace. Home Minister Mr
D D Lapang spoke of the
narcotics cell and said that
police officers were being
given courses to combat
drug trafficking. Members
who participated in the
discussion were: Mr B B
Lyngdoh (HPU-B), Mr S D
Kongwir (HPU), Mr P R
Kyndiah (Cong), Mr ] M
Pariat (HSPDP-DL), Mr S L
Marbanign (HSPDP-DL).

Decree of

prohibition

Liquor shops s(and vide
parlours) in Nagaland were
closed from April 1 last, in
compliance with a demand
of the Nagaland Baptist
Church Council and some
other social and voluntary
organizations. None of the
licenses for sale of liquor
and commercial screening of
video films, which expired
on March 31, was renewed,
a bold decision indeed by
every count. Mr Jamir, the
pragmatic Chief Minister
back on his lost guddee,
must have thought
discretion to be the better
part of valour and not dared
to question the powerful
Baptist Church. The Church
in Mizoram also put up the
same demand and it is
common knowledge how
Mr Laldenga's ignoring the
Church diktat cost him his
office through a fateful
general election which re-
established the Church
supremacy once again in
that State, whatever may be
the other readings of the
popular vote. In Mr Jamir's
case it has been much easier
to accept the Church
demand rather meekly. The
election is over and hence
he need not have to be
thinking too much of the
reaction the closure
decision would have on the
electorate.

Needed a ‘Smart State’ not
‘Smart City’ Mr Chief Minister!

In the last few years, the
State Government has been
harping on ‘smart city
project’ of the Central
Government. Under 50:50
funding pattern between the
Centre and State, Shillong
missed the bus by sticking
on 90:10 funding pattern
coupled with the Centre’s
unwillingness to offer any
concession to the State due
to various reasons. On
hindsight, with a tag of #276
on the Swachh Survekshan-
2017, much behind Guwahati
(134), Imphal (122), Aizawl
(105), Gangtok (50), etc., we
do not deserve it! Our
rampant display of
ignorance of public hygiene
and waste mismanagement
and disposal is
painstakingly shameful. The
city’s drainage system is
choked by our daily wastes
particularly polythene bags
and other plastic materials.
Once it rains and the drain
overflows with dirt and
debris on the roads, we are
fully exposed. A visit to the
exit point of the large drains
or the so-called rivers that
pass through the city which
culminates into Umiam Lake
displays our ‘wishful
ignorance’ in the city. We
have the best of facilities in
our city which is not
available in other parts of the
State; but along the way, we
have also mastered the art
of ‘me and mine only’ and
‘to hell with the
surrounding’ attitude. We
are learned city dwellers but
with tons of ignorance
about the common interests
of clean and healthy
environment and sanitation.
On the part of government,
it failed to implement and
monitor the existing laws of
waste management and
disposal with sincerity and
honesty.

The migration from rural
areas to the city due to lack
of facilities or livelihood
opportunities in those areas
coupled with illegal influx
has resulted in Shillong
exceeding its carrying
capacity. Here come the
roles of  subsequent
Governments in these last 45
years of our Statehood who
have failed to improve the
conditions of rural areas. Let
me touch upon some of the
serious issues in the
villages. Firstly, why should
our villages not have
regular electricity when the
State can withstand power
dues from CMJ Breweries,
Bomber Cement, RNB
Carbide, etc. to the tune of
several crores? When a
household does not pay the
bill for a month or two,
immediately power supply is
cut, then how come
whopping power dues are
tolerated from  these
companies? Is/was there a

By Lakhan Kma

nexus between those in
government and these
companies?

Secondly, the lack of
basic health services in the
rural areas is a major
concern. One has to rush
to the city hospitals even
for some common illness.
Who will explain the logic

of having operation
theatres in Nongpoh/
Nongstoin district

hospitals with no specialist
and thereby lying idle? Or
having ultrasound machine
in Nongpoh hospital which
is not registered and hence
unusable or an X-ray
machine at Bhoirymbong
CHC which is not
registered and lying idle or
having blood storing
equipment in Nongpoh/
Nongstoin hospitals with
blood bank under
construction. More bizarre
scenario is to have a CT
scan of Rs. 1.12 crores in
Tura district hospital which
is non-functional since its
installation in April 2006.
Who is answerable for
these  mindless  and
wasteful expenditures to
the tune of several crores
when an average villager is
denied basic medical care
in his/her village? The fact
is unprofessional
management of our health
care system is killing it and
a naive populace will
continue to suffer.
Another issue is the lack
of composite planning of
livelihood missions in
villages. Look at the
Meghalaya State
Aquaculture Mission of
the last 5 years. There were
no takers for it yet this
government is coming out
with another mission called
Meghalaya State Livestock
Mission with an earmark of
Rs. 1000 crores. With a
deficit budget year after
year only God knows from
where the money will come.
The Government has to
realize the strengths and
weaknesses of different
regions of the State without
generalize everything. Take
for example the Meghalaya
State Aquaculture Mission;
it was destined to fail in
East Khasi Hills with lack
of abundant availability of
perennial water bodies or
climatic conditions or
limited species of fishes,
but had the potential to
succeed in Garo Hills areas
with suitable climate,
topography and availability
of plentiful water bodies
and fish varieties. But alas,
it was not run in mission
mode and hence was bound
to fail. Lack of livelihoods
in the rural areas had forced
the villagers to greener

pastures in the city adding
to its ever increasing
problems.

The HSLC results indicate
that there is no dearth of
hardworking and intelligent
students in the nook and
corners of our State, yet we
had school dropouts of over
1 lakhs between the years
2012-16. From the day the
results are declared, those
who can afford will rush to
Shillong for admission to
various +2 schools and

colleges. Why is a
government higher
secondary school or

colleges in their own village/
town not the first preference
for the students? Even with
good infrastructure, well-paid
and job- secured faculty and
staff, these institutes are not
the preferred choice for the
students. Is it that the
government assured job
security itself has become a
deterrent for its own growth
and thereby failed to attract
and retain students with
time? Is government apathy
towards improving the
education scenario in our
schools and colleges in semi-
urban or rural areas
contributing to school
dropouts? The answer is
perhaps-yes.

Another  issue that
highlights the lack of concern
and smartness on the part of
government is the
implementation and running
of JNNURM buses.
Hundreds of these buses are
unusable within 2 to 7 years
due to lack of proper
maintenance. Who s
answerable? Perhaps it is the
government of India who has
so generously given the
State government Rs. 30-40
crores in 7 years to purchase
these 256 odd vehicles.
Under shady deals with
certain NGOs, the MoA
between the State
government and Ministry of
Urban Development, Govt. of
India has been violated
resulting into hundreds of
them lying unusable in
different nooks and corners
of the city. The irony of its
implementation is that while
hundreds of these buses
choke the Motphran point
every day, 20 persons were
killed in the Ist week of
March this year since there
was no public bus available
to them and they were at the
mercy of a drunken truck
driver while travelling from
their village to attend a Youth
Synod in West Khasi Hills.

The lack of vision and
mission of our government
can be reflected in its hurry
to create more and more
districts and C & RD blocks.
It does not make much sense
for a tiny state like

Meghalaya with an area of
24,429 Sq Km area and a
population of 29,64,007 to
have 11 districts and 43 C
& RD blocks (perhaps
more to be added). While
it might look politically
correct, it is certainly bad
economics. With every
addition of new districts
and C & RD blocks, the
administrative cost simply
doubles whereas the
earnings of the State is
sliding with every passing
year as indicated by the
annual budget. How will
contractually appointed
officers render their
services to the people of
the new districts or C &
RD Blocks. When regular
employees with all the
facilities do not deliver the
goods, it will be naive to
expect the contractual
appointees to deliver. It is
a folly to believe that more
and more administrative
units will improve the
delivery system in
governance. Rather, we
are only going to pass the
buck and nothing is going
to change on the ground.
In a fund-crunched State
like ours, judicious and
optimum use of our
resources and plugging
the loopholes is the only
way out. By being
politically correct, we
cannot shy away from our
responsibilities. How
difficult it is to provide
equitable distribution of
developmental activities
without being biased or
having ulterior motives.
The demand for separate
districts/blocks can be
circumvented by bringing
equitable development of
all areas falling under it.

I have only touched
upon some of the issues
to highlight my point that
our State government is
not so smart. Time has
come where government
should focus its energy
and resources to develop
the rural areas and arrest
this pattern of plight of the
village folks to urban
centres. Let us recollect
what Mahatma Gandhi has
envisaged that until there
is upliftment of the rural
population and villages,
our nation cannot proper.
In was true then, it is still a
truth for the country as a
whole and for the State of
Meghalaya in particular.
What Meghalaya requires
are smart citizens and
smarter politicians for a
really smart Meghalaya.
When the entire State has
become smart, we will
have several smart places,
not just one or two.

(The author teaches
History in NEHU)

TOTHEEDITOR

Another
spelling error in
MBOSE book

Editor,

In spite of so many
criticisms by different
people on social media
particularly in newspapers
on different errors
committed by MBOSE
officials in these past
coming months, like leakage
of question papers of Class
IX and especially on the
recent SSLC results where
the list of toppers had
leaked before the official
declaration of results.
There is also another silly
spelling mistake in the new
social science book of Class
VIII, page no. 246. In the
column which shows the
Preamble to the
Constitutions of India,
instead of ‘belief’ it is
written as ‘brief” and instead
of ‘Republic’ it is written as
‘Republc’. As an
educationist [ am worried as
to how we are going to
teach our younger
generation if this happens
again and again. And when
will MBoSE learn from its
mistakes? As the saying
goes, ‘Mistakes are the
stepping stones to success’
but it seems this quotation
does not apply to our Board
here in Meghalaya. I would

humbly  request the
MBOSE officials to go for
a thorough proof- reading
of any book that is
prescribed to our students
under MBOSE.
Yours etc.,
Aiborlang Nongsiej,
Viaemail

Save the girl
child!

Editor,

Kudos to Salil Gewali for
his letter, "Women not safe
at home too!" (ST, May 30,
2017). As a matter of fact,
girls first of all need to be
protected from their very
biological parents.
Surprisingly, parents kill
their girl child when she is
in the womb of her mother
(foeticide) or in the cradle
in her own home
(infanticide) or when she is
at the prime of her youth
(honour killing).
Internationally, 20 per cent
of honour killings are being
staged in our own
backyards in the name of
caste, class and religion.
And child sex ratio has
come down from 945 girls
for 1000 boys in 1991 to 927
in 2001 to 914 in 2011
census. A quick justice
delivery system is needed
to arrest such practices.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolakata

Ganol Project
hangs in the

balance

Editor,

The state government
had recently informed in the
Assembly that the Ganol
Hydro Project is going to be
completed by 2018. The
statement was perhaps made
on the basis of the
information provided by
MeECL. However, as a
resident of the area it appears
to me very doubtful that it
would be completed by that
date as the construction
activities are very tardy. It
does not appear that a big
project is underway as the
machinery and the labourers
engaged are very minimal and
do not seem to very efficient.
Some building constructions
are seen to have more
manpower than what is seen
in this project.

Further, this apprehension
would not be far-fetched as
it is learnt that the managers
of this project have very little
experience in the design and
construction of hydro electric
projects. The Director, the
Chief Engineer, the Project
Manager and even the
Executive Engineers are
believed to have no
experience in the execution of
such projects. It is also
surprising and shocking to
learn that both the Executive

Engineers are not even

graduates and are
therefore not competent to
carry out such

construction activities and
that too without any past
experience. Further it is
also learnt that the MeECL
had recently posted an
Additional Chief Engineer
to oversee the project,
which is also questionable.
This officer was said to
have been transferred from
New Umtru Project in
January 2017 when the
project was due to be
commissioned by March,
2017. It is quite irregular to
remove the Project
Manager when the project
is at its final stage and at a
crucial juncture. The big
question is, if there is
something amiss with the
handling of the New Umtru
Project by this officer that
warranted his removal.
And why was he sent to
head the Ganol Project? If
that is not the case, then
why was he removed since
we have not heard that the
New Umtru Project has
been commissioned.

The apathy and the lack
of professionalism by the
management of MeECL in
the construction of the
Ganol Project raises
serious doubts about
whether the Project will be
completed on time.

Yours etc.,
J. A. Sangma
Rongkhon, Tura

Centre has to work
for political solution
in Kashmir

By Kalyani Shankar

The situation in Kashmir
is getting worse every day
with the misguided and
frustrated youth taking to
streets and pelting stones at
the armed forces, which are
using force to quell the
dissent. Due to continued
hostility since the killing of
Burhan Wani last July by
security forces, militants
and the youth have started
targeting  police  and
security  forces.  The
situation as some Kashmir
experts feel ,is worse than
in 1990 when the militancy
was at its height.

Almost three generations
of Kashmiris have now seen
militancy and most of their
children had missed their
childhood growing up in a
state of fear and frustration
which is why the Burhan
Wanis have sprung up.
Today, they are proud to be
stone - pelters and even
ready to die. Even women
and school going children
are out on the streets.

Why is this state of
affairs? The first is that the
first ever PDP- BJP coalition
government has not yet
settled down though it is
almost two and a half years
since it came to power. As
the former RAW chief A.S.
Daulat said in a recent
interview “what’s
happening now is different

security forces. As the
separatist leader Geelani
notes that “despite (the
government) utilising all its
resources and military
might during the last 70
years, the issue is there and
not an iota of change seems
(to have happened) on the
ground.” He is daring the
BJP to hold a referendum.

So what is the solution?
The future looks bleak
unless there is some out of
the box thinking. As the
Northern Army Commander
Lieutenant General D.S.
Hooda had pointed out
recently, if the people are
not on the side of the
governent nothing can be
done . He merely echoed
what Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel said in 1948 that
“Some people consider that
a Muslim majority area must
necessarily belong to
Pakistan. They wonder why
we are in Kashmir. The
answer is plain and simple.
We are in Kashmir because
the people of Kashmir want
us to be there.”

Secondly, there is a
fundamental difference in
their approach for a
soluiton. While Mehbooba
feels that dialogue is the
only way out, the BJP wants
a muscular policy and
believes that the violence is
only due to Pakistan, ISI or

The path ahead is not bright. There
are many expert committee reports

on Kashmir, which needs to be

looked again.. Back channel

negotiations with Pakistan should

also be resumed. There should be

efforts to involve all stake- holders

and political parties. Before all

these, confidence building measures

need to be taken up to assuage the

feelings of the Kashmiris.

(from 1990). It springs from
2014 elections. That election
actually didn’t satisfy
anybody. The BIJP was
looking at mission 44, they
got 25 seats, PDP was
dreaming of 45 seats they
got 28 seats. Mufti Sayeed
had no option but to tie up
with the BJP .” The alliance
has just not worked.

Despite all her good
intentions, chief minister
Mehboobha Mufti has not
been able to deliver so far.
She has too many problems
within her party and
outside. The first is to keep
her party untied and the
second is to make sure that
the BJP-PDP combination
worked at the ground level.
This has not happened
because of the inherent
contradictions between the
two partners and their
ideologies.

The Centre as well as the
state failed to deal with the
consequences of the killing
of the Burhan Wani on July7
last year and the discontent
is still simmering with many
more  Burhan  Wanis
springing up. They failed to
engage the frustrated youth.
The result is that Pakistan
is making use of the
discontent.

One was hoping that
during the winter the
situation would improve
due to the heavy snow in
the valley but the militant
activities had only
increased. What should be
worrying is that the local
militants are growing in
number and are willing to
take on the security forces.
The second is the level of
mass interference during the
security operations against
the militants. Because of
these, the task of the
security forces is more
difficult as they cannot
shoot unarmed people
indiscriminately. The result
is  the confrontation
between the youth and the

ISIS and so repression
should be intensified. The
Centre is not willing to
resume dialogue with
Pakistan demanding that
Pakistan interference
should be stopped before
that.

Ultimately, as many
Kashmir experts believe the
solution has to be political.
As National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah
claims that “Kashmir is a
political issue and needs to
be resolved on first priority
so that people in the state
can live in peace. As long
as its resolution is delayed,
the situation is bound to
deteriorate further instead
of getting back on track.”
The other two stake
holders — the Congress and
the National Conference
are busy faulting the Centre
and the state government.

It is true that it is not easy
to find a solution in a day
but the government should
explore available options.
The path ahead is not
bright. There are many
expert committee reports on
Kashmir, which needs to be
looked again.. Back channel
negotiations with Pakistan
should also be resumed.
There should be efforts to
involve all stake- holders
and political parties. Before
all these, confidence
building measures need to
be taken up to assuage the
feelings of the Kashmiris.
The Centre seems to think
that brutal force of the
security forces is the
solution while the problem
lies elsewhere. It is crying
for a political solution. It is
imperative that the Centre
and the State governments
should ensure at least there
is no escalation of violence.
Mehboobha needs the
unstinted support from the
Centre if she has to succeed
and adopt a healing touch
to assuage the feelings of
the hurt youth. (IPA
Service)
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The Ayodhya issue

UTTAR Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath was
the first CM to visit the disputed Ram Janmabhoomi

in 15 years. It was a day after a special CBI court in
Lucknow framed charges of criminal conspiracy in

the Babri mosque demolition case against top BJP
leaders including L..K.Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi
and Uma Bharti. Adityanath met the senior leaders

before they appeared in court. During his visit to

Ayodhya, the CM was accompanied by Dharam Das
who was also one of the accused. It shows the BJP's

partisan attitude. Adityanath offered prayers on the

banks of the Surya river. He did not meet the Muslim
leaders involved in the dispute. That goes against the

Supreme Court decision that the dispute should be

settled in an impartial manner. The CM would do
well to be friendly towards the Muslim leaders. That

would also persuade the contending parties to be

reasonable and understanding about the conflict.
The CM's visit to Ayodhya appears to be part of

a grand design. Since the BJP came to power in UP

after a decisive victory in March, four UP Cabinet
Ministers visited the Makeshift Temple in Ayodhya.
This is in complete disregard of the fact thatitis a

disputed site. The revival of the controversy seems
to obscure more important economic issues.

Employment for youth is a burning issue. Industrial

and agricultural growth is also of the utmost
importance and Mulayam Singh Yadav has

aggravated the crisis saying shooting of Kar-Sevaks

on the mosque was a mistake!

| LOOKING BACK |
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Bodo militants attack
police parties

The Bodo extremists
continued their attacks on
the police in several Bodo
inhabitated areas of Assam
official reports here today
said. About one hundred
armed Bodo extremists
attacked a police party and
opened fire at Amlaiguri and
Simlaguri areas in Kokrajhar
district yesterday. Police
returned the fire but no
casualty was reported.
However, five extremists
were arrested on the spot.
Earlier, the police party which
went on a search operation
recovered two pipes guns, a
few cartridges and some gun
making material the reports
said. Some other extremists
attacked an Assam Rifles
patrol party near the Eastern
Cabin of Salakati Station in
Kokrajhar district this

morning when the jawans
opened fire, one extremists,
Manik Basumatary was
injured. He was also arrested.
Another group of 14 run
wielding extremists wearing
khaki uniform raided the
house of one Rajendra
Thakuria of Rupathi village
in Barpeta district and
snatched his gun and three
cartridges. Meanwhile The
Assam Government today
renewed its invitation to the
All Bodo Students Union
(Upendra Faction) for talks
on their demands without
any pre-condition. In a letter
to ABSU vice-president
Pradeep Kumar Diamary,
Home Miniser Bhrigu Kumar
Phukan and the government
was prepared to discuss its
various demands at any time
convenient for both sides.

Of ‘national’ spoke-persons
and political slugfests

In these tempestuous
times it is difficult to keep up
with who said what. There
is a judge of a High Court
who has insulted the poor
peacock and turned it into a
castrated sanyasi of sorts
that procreates through its
tears. Such mumbo-jumbo is
a slur even to Hindu
mythology. And to think that
such a judge presided over
a high court! Indeed one’s
senses are continually
assaulted by cantankerous
social media users without
the grace of language. They
believe that generous use of
swear words borrowed from
that country which
appropriately represents
‘Empire’ in its power and
might, actually embodies a
modern, intellectual culture.
That such people even carry
the sobriquet of scholars
and regularly torpedo the
idea of democracy makes us
vulnerable to schizophrenia.
The cacophony is enough
to send you reeling with
vertigo.

But let me come to the
substantive part of this
article. So we have a slew of
national spokespersons of
‘national’ parties
bombarding us with their
brand of politics. Each one
is trying to outdo the other
in a competition on who
cares more for the people of
Meghalaya; who is taking
away jobs; who is defrauding
the exchequer and who is
more democratic and liberal
than the other. Both
spokespersons fulminated
thunderously and as can be
expected the BJP which
wants to establish itself as a
new governing structure
has painted the Congress as
the villain of the piece while
the defendant
spokesperson tries to not
only deflect all the pot-shots
taken at his party but also
launch his own litany of
tirade against his competitor.
This is the first round of the
match; the teaser so to say.
Narendra Modi has not even
landed in Shillong or Tura or
Jowai or Nongpoh or
Nongstoin as yet. That’s
when the blitzkrieg will start;
the voluble thundering will
begin and the ruling party of
Meghalaya will be torn to
shreds.

This time it was Nalin
Kohli and Gaurav Gogoi

both ‘national’
spokespersons for their
respective parties that

thundered at each other

By Patricia Mukhim

from different platforms. I
would have loved to watch
the Gogoi scion- a product
of dynasty and with little
exposure to the real
problems of the hoi-polloi
take on the articulate legal
eagle, Nalin Kohli from the
same platform. That would
be intuitive. A political
debate is not necessarily a
sparring match where two
people respond to each
others” cat-calls. An
enlightened debate is
uplifting and educative
and throws light without
generating too much heat.
In this case Gaurav Gogoi
is only reacting to Nalin
Kohli’s litany of allegations
heaped on the Congress.
The war of words between
the BJP and Congress
stems from one party
whitewashing its past sins
and the other promising
the good governance
model — sub ka saath- sub
ka vikas. The Congress has
not coined any slogans yet
and nor has it reinvented
itself and sadly it does not
even realise that nostalgia
does not win elections; the
promise of solutions to
problems and better times
ahead does. The beef ban
is about the only stick
which the Congress has at
the moment to beat the BJP
with.

The tragedy of our times
is that all political parties
will embrace obscurantism
if it promises to bring them
to power. On the part of the
Congress, it has failed to
understand the political
calculus that drives party
politics. You cannot win
elections  without a
dedicated cadre to take
your message to the last
mile. Over the years the
Congress primary units
have weakened and those
who have supported the
party feel betrayed when
they are forgotten by the
powers that be. In politics
the chief minister is also the
person who rallies the party
flock together by being
accessible and by
acknowledging the efforts
of those who keep the party
wheels oiled. In all these
years the Congress is led
by a person who is no
longer compos mentis and
is hardly someone that the
youth can rally round
because of the huge age

difference. But try telling
that to the Congress High
Command. There is no
meaningful mobilization and
grass-roots engagement
and after 2014 the Congress
seems to have sunk into the
cesspit of déja-vu of, “that
was how it was when we
ruled this country.” But déja-
vu can only take the party
thus far. One wonders after
whom the deluge!

The BJP has a clear
advantage in terms of its
branding here since it has no
history yet of ruling
Meghalaya except for that
brief wedlock with the
regional parties in 1998 -
2001. The Congress on the
other hand is a history-
sheeter when it comes to
corruption and  bad
governance. The party is
infamous for its failed,
delayed and incomplete
projects (remember the
Nangalbibra Thermal Power
Projects and all the
machinery that has turned
into scrap? And also the
Nongshram Bamboo Chips
project amongst others.
Who pays/paid for all that?).
No one asks questions on
these failed projects, on bad
roads, on polluted water
supplied to our homes, on
the failed solid waste
management system, or the
abattoir that is taking ages
to complete, as if, having a
time line for project
completion in this state is not
part of good governance!

Add to this the fact that
we don’t yet have robust
civil societies to challenge
government through
alternative research but that
you have instead pressure
groups with expertise in
lobbing petrol bombs on the
eve of elections so that
some vested interests can
ride on the bandwagon of a
fear psychosis inflicted on
a vulnerable electorate. An
electorate that believes it is
in needs of warriors to
protect itself. But protect
from whom? From the
ubiquitous outsider? Is the
outsider the enemy here?
Was the outsider vested
with power and resources to
govern this state? Isn’t the
outsider the underdog here?
Did he not pay with his life
during the Inner Line Permit
agitation?  Have  the
perpetrators of that heinous
crime been arrested and

charge-sheeted? No they
never are and no one in
these many years has
questioned the Meghalaya
police for its dismal
conviction rates! Is this
governance? Is this what
the Congress will repeat
for another five years as
Gaurav Gogoi claims? One
must fear the fact that the
absence of the rule of law
will eclipse every other
tenet of democracy. And
the Congress has proven
it to us in all these years
that it cares zilch for the
rule of law. A tainted Home
Minister still rules the
roost, lest we forget. And
we are great ones for
selective amnesia!

For too long the people
of Meghalaya have put
politics at the centre of
their psychological,
emotional and even
spiritual consciousness
but have not used reason
to question political
misdemeanors. Politics is
embedded in our social
lives but we have
shrunken that space by
not having community
dialogues even in the face
of social crises such as the
rapid breakdown of social
values, the rampant rapes
and incest; the substance
abuse that has grown
exponentially; the failure
of the law to check
violators and the fact that
most offenders believe
they can get away with
crime. In healthy societies
there exist galaxies of
warm spaces — such as
families , neigbourhoods,
religious groups, cultural
affiliations, hobby groups
or community based
organizations seeking to
work for a common good.
These groups help us to
figure out how we can get
out of our self created
mess since each layer of
life is nestled in the other
to form a coherent whole.
If this web of human
relationships is broken, we
cannot expect politics to
deliver us from our
predicament. There is a lot
of fixing to do as a society
it we want to fix politics! It
is an illusion to believe that
politics will help fix all the
societal ills that confront
us. In fact we have to
shrink politics and nurture
the web of social
relationships to churn out
a political leadership that
will address our basic
insecurities.

TOTHE EDITOR

Save us from
noise pollution!

Editor,

Among the various types
of pollution, least attention
is paid to noise pollution,
because the damage caused
by other forms of pollution
are identifiable and liability
thereof could be fixed.
However, in case of noise
pollution the damage caused
is invisible but the damage
caused is irreparable. It is a
commonly known fact, that
noise pollution affects our
auditory system and mental
health and the damage
caused is permanent.

Nowadays there is a
growing trend amongst
youth to have a loud music
system in their vehicles
which is also otherwise
considered as a status
symbol. Vehicles both
private and commercial with
high and loud music system
having woofers are found
plying in our city with loud
blaring music causing much
annoyance to pedestrians
and others due to high base
with vibrating effect. When
these errant vehicles with
loud woofers pass through
residential areas, markets,
hospital zones, educational
institutions etc., the effect of
the sound produced is
unbearable and people
coming within the range of
such music system are very

disturbed. The vulnerable
victim of this noise pollution
are infants, toddlers, the
aged and infirm and the sick
in our home and
neighbourhoods who are
put to severe discomfort. A
good numbers of vehicles
using woofers are regularly
plying in Polo, Golf Links,
Pynthorbah,
Nongmynsong, Umpling
(particularly the water
carrying vehicles) and
adjacent areas. Several
educational institutes exist
in the above areas and
during school hours when
these high noise producing
vehicles pass by the school
areas, it temporarily halts the
normal classroom activities
and this happens
throughout the day. 1
wonder who has given these
errant car owners/drivers the
right/license to create noise
pollution thereby putting at
stake the mental health of
the general public. There is
an urgent need to curb the
menace of loud music

played in vehicles,
otherwise it would be too
late for any remedial
measures.

Through your esteemed
column, I wish to draw the
attention of our Deputy
Commissioner,
Superintendent of Police,
District Transport Authority,
State Pollution Control
Board, Officer-in-Charge/
Traffic Incharge of all the
Police Stations at Shillong

on the menace posed by the

use of loud music in vehicles

and further request them to

do the needful and take

corrective steps  for

protecting the general
public.

Yours etc.,

Aneeta Synrem

Shillong-1

Strict laws for
better traffic

management

Editor,

As a daily commuter in
and around Don Bosco I
would like to state that the
new traffic arrangement
introduced is one of the best
to ease congestion. During
peak hours traffic would
definitely be affected as most
families own more than one
vehicle; remember that each
student comes in a separate
vehicle. The concerned
authorities have no power to
exercise their duties but
succumb to certain
pressures unlike other
states where pool cars or
school buses are utilized to
ferry students to and from
schools. Recently, I saw
traffic police clamping some
vehicles in Boyce Road. If
the same exercise is followed
near St. Margaret's School
then commuters would be
able to walk safely without
squeezing themselves in
between cars. Most drivers

do not adhere to traffic rules

and as the number of

vehicles increase every day

there would be no solution

to the traffic problem as the
roads remain the same.

Yours etc.,

Malika Dohling

Shillong-3

Rejoinder on
Wards' Lake

Editor,

Apropos the rejoinder
on Wards Lake by the
Divisional Forest Officer,
Social Forestry Division,
East Khasi Hills, Shillong
(ST April 25 2017), T have
nothing to say about dead
and rotten trees but even a
fool or an illiterate person
can differentiate between
a dead and a living tree. My
concern is on the healthy
and living trees, as I had
clearly mentioned earlier
that these felled trees were
very healthy and bearing
new shoots and needles
and also flowering and they
were far away from the MLA
hostel. I fail to understand
the kind of technical/
scientific practices and
methodologies adopted in
the State whereby healthy
and living trees are rated as
dead and rotten, just
because of certain cracks
and cavities on the trunks
of these trees. If that is the

criteria then almost all the
trees in Wards Lake, the
Botanical Garden and the
Reserved Forests have to be

felled .
The DFO mentioned that
five organisations are

involved in management and
maintenance of Wards Lake
including the  Forest
Department. Wards Lake
being a premier tourist spot
of Shillong does not bear the
expected mark or standard to
be termed as a well
maintained Lake. Putting
together the sincere efforts
of these five organisations,
its condition is poor, be it in
overgrown weeds, jungle
clearance of unwanted
leaves creepers etc., pruning
of dead twigs and branches
which is not done and the
trees and bushes are not
trained to keep them in good
shape. Further, I would like
to point to the poor
maintenance of the Lake. A
leaking water pipe running
across the steps near the
musical fountain is lying
unrepaired since last year
and a big rock is placed on
the pipe to prevent it from
sliding down the steps. This
creates difficulties and
inconveniences  visitors
using the steps as they are
always wet and slippery. In
another spot of the
renovated upper Lake facing
DC's Office a drain running
across the footpath is
covered with one inch thick
wooden plank instead of a

cemented slab. If someone
steps on the plank
inadvertently it will break
and cause injury to the
person. A few years back
the footpaths were paved
with flat stones like tiles
which is good but the tiles
were not properly laid so
they are peeling off one by
one near the bridge. The
water of the Lake is oily
and dirty. It seems dirty
kitchen water from the
hotels nearby seep into
the Lake. In fact there is
an underground drain pipe
with inspection pits made
at certain intervals, on the
western side of the Lake
to let out the dirty water
outside the Lake and one
of the cemented slabs of
the inspection pit is left in
a broken condition for
several years. If this is the
manner in which the Lake
is being taken care of by
several Departments, can
we call it "scientific
management"?

I would request the
DFO to kindly inspect the
Lake personally, to obtain
first hand information

about the present
condition of the Lake.

Yours etc.,

N. Hynniewta

Shillong-1

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Ban Mania on
Beef : Acche Din
in a Ram-Rajya

By Ratan Bhattacharjee

Hindu hardliners once
again turn cow-vigilantes.
Earlier this week Pehlu Khan
55 had died in hospital two
days after a group attacked
his cattle truck on a road in
Alwar in the desert state of
Rajasthan. The Chief
Minister Yogi Adinath is all
out for cracking down on
cow slaughter houses in
Uttar Pradesh after the Modi
government instituted
limits on beef in a ban-mania
in India which is one of the
large exporter of beef
internationally. In Gujarat,
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
said that slaughtering cows
and transporting beef will
soon be punishable with life
sentence and a Bill will be
introduced shortly to bolster
existing laws against cow
slaughter.

After Demonetisation ,
this is the most debatable
step the Modi government
has taken in giving a jerk to

the nation. This will
undoubtedly have far
reaching effects.

Uncertainty has gripped the
country once again. While
wild horses which are
national symbols in the US
were allowed to be sold or
euthanised for slaughter in
the Trump budget, in India
cow-lovers have got their
heyday after the ban on
cow-slaughter.  Animal
lovers in America justified
saying that the money that
will come after selling horses
for slaughter will go towards
care for other animals.

The Bill for ban on sale
of cows for slaughter has
got the President's
approval. Beef had been a
part of the Indian dietary
tradition. In Charak's
Sushruta Sanhita, beef soup
is advised for tuberculosis.
Beef ban comes in with the
Hindutva politics in general
and its dietary importance
for poor Dalits, Adivasis
and tribals is being
underestimated although it
is the cheapest and very
rich source of protein. It is
interesting that the Tamil
Brahmins are mostly
engaged in the beef
exporting industry. Ban on
cow slaughter will affect the
economy and many people
will be affected including
those dealing with cow hide
which is very important for
the leather industry.

One supports that
animals should be treated
with respect and love. But
then why only the cow and
not other animals when it
offends their religious
beliefs? For example killing
of pigs hurts the sentiments
of the Muslims. But no ban
is imposed on sale of pigs
for slaughter. Our
economic and biological
cycle is mixed and dietary
habits do not afford the
animals not to be killed for
human consumption .
Banning it today is high
handed political agenda. Or
this ban should be
applicable to buffaloes,
goats and other animals

In Assam, cow slaughter is banned on issue
of 'fit for slaughter' certificate at designated
places. In Bihar cow slaughter is banned.
But slaughter of bulls and bullocks older
than fifteen years is allowed. Killing a cow
or storing, serving , eating beef are all
banned in Chandigarh. Eating meat of
buffalo , bullock, ox etc. is banned.

In 21 out of 29 states
cow slaughter is banned.
There are no restrictions on
cow slaughter in Kerala ,
West Bengal and in the
North Eastern states of
Arunachal Pradesh,
Mizoram, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura and
Sikkim. In Manipur, the
Maharaja in 1939 decreed
prosecution  for cow
slaughter, but beef is
consumed widely. In
Andhra  Pradesh and
Telangana slaughter of
cows and calves is
prohibited Bulls and
bullocks can be killed
against 'fit for slaughter'
certificates, issued if the
animal can no longer be
used for breeding, draught
or agricultural operations.
Violators face six months jail
and/ or Rs. 1000 fine. In
Assam, cow slaughter is
banned on issue of 'fit for
slaughter' certificate at
designated places. In Bihar
cow slaughter is banned.
But slaughter of bulls and
bullocks older than fifteen
years is allowed. Killing a
cow or storing, serving ,
eating beef are all banned in
Chandigarh. Eating meat of
buffalo , bullock, ox etc. is
banned.

From Kerala to West
Bengal to Puducherry three
Chief Ministers came out
strongly  against  the
restrictions on the sale of
cow for slaughter and they
declared they are not ready
to follow the diktat
regarding cow slaughter.
Beef -eating fests were
observed in IIT Madras and
other places and the West
Bengal Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee went to
the extent of calling the
decision as
'unconstitutional."  Calf
slaughter was banned in
Maharashtra in 1975 and
now it is extended to bulls
and bullocks. This move
was earlier initiated by Sena
-BJP government nearly two
decades ago. But in Mumbai
itself nine lakh kg of beef is
consumed daily!

too. Government has not

spoken of any cheap
alternatives to  beef.
Moreover it affects

individual choices and a ban
is unthinkable in a
democratic country.

A few days earlier many
intellectuals faced life
threats as they supported
beef eating. Hindus are 79%
of the total population and
all Hindus do not follow
uniform rules and rites.
Many Hindus do not even
feel that beef eating is
harmful or undesirable or
anti -Hindu. Abuse of
animals is detrimental to the
environment but that is
applicable to all the animals.
Cow slaughter on that
issue is not much
convincing. Respecting
sentiments is important in a
pluralistic democracy. But
this logic too cannot justify
the ban on cow slaughter.
Most Hindus honour cows
as the embodiment of the
principle of non-violence
and idealise the animal as a
selfless , nourishing mother.
But attitudes towards beef
consumption are not
uniform across the country
and some South Indian
Hindus regularly eat beef .
By justifying it on agro -
economics no one can fully
implement the hidden BJP
agenda. There are no
concrete assurances for
rehabilitation of people
affected by this programme.
With  the aggressive
support of Shiv Sena and
RSS , the government of a
secular democratic republic
is playing with fire and after

the Babri Masjid
demolition this is the most
unthinking and

undemocratic step taken in
secular India only to remind
us that we live in the 'acche
din' of a 'Ram Rajya’.

The author is Associate
Professor and Head of the
Post Graduate Dept of
English, Dum Dum
Motijheel College ,
Kolkata. Contact:

profratanbhattacharjee@gmail.com
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Is Meghalaya Police
independent?

OF the many cases of corruption in Meghalaya one

that stands out is the Education Department's

misdemeanour of 2009 where the results of the

recruitment test for lower primary school teachers in

government schools were manipulated, allegedly, by

no less than the minister herself. The then Director,

Mass and Elementary Education, was asked to put

white ink over the names of candidates who had

qualified and to insert the names of those who failed
to qualify but had approached their respective MLAs
to pull strings on their behalf. In April 2010 the
aggrieved candidates who did not qualify
approached the Shillong Bench of the Gauhati High
Court to conduct a probe into the irregularities in the

selection process after they had got RTI replies and

observed that the marks scored by qualified

candidates were tampered with to facilitate

appointment of unqualified candidates.

Accordingly the Court ordered a CBI enquiry. A

107 page CBI report was submitted to the Court in
March 2012. The Court sent the report to the
Government asking for Action Taken Report (ATR),
but the Government appealed to the Court to set
aside the CBI report. In August 2012 the Court
ordered setting up of High Level Scrutiny Committee

(HLSC) to ascertain the legality of candidates

selected and those not selected and to segregate the

candidates that used political clout to get their names
included in the list of qualified teachers. In July 2013
the HLSC submitted its report to Government

following which the unqualified teachers were

dismissed in February 2014. Some who were

affected by the action approached the Supreme

Court in a special leave petition but the apex court

returned the case to the Meghalaya High Court in
March 2017 for its disposal. The HLSC has strongly
recommended setting up of a separate professional

recruitment board to conduct fool-proof recruitment

tests henceforth. Meanwhile Police are taking their

own time to investigate the criminal aspects of the

case and to file charge sheets which could lead to
the arrest of the guilty. When the HLSC report has
clearly pointed to wrongdoing why is Police delaying

the matter unless they are under political pressure.

And this is not new to Meghalaya. It is now for the

Court to take stringent action against Police for not

carrying out its duty in the interests of justice.

Housing for villages

Titles & affordable
key challenges

Historians will tell you

that an explosion of
creativity occurs the moment
the world starts

complaining that there is
nothing left to invent or that
the search for solutions to
complex problems has come
to an end. This explosion is
fate's way of reminding us
that there is always
something just over the
horizon of knowledge. Social
entrepreneurs are now using
their talent to seek better
answers to tough social
problems at a time when the
world has never needed
them more. To make money
is not necessarily their first
objective. Their first
objective is to make a
contribution.

One of the most
challenging problems of our
times is homelessness. A
report Housing Micro-
finance in India: Benc-
hmarking the Status by
ACCESS-ASSIST in 2013
found that in India, the total
housing shortage is 42.69
million units in rural areas.
The same report detailed
that out of the total number
of people in India without
adequate housing, over 90%
of them live below the
poverty line.

While we have been able
to relentlessly fight poverty
and continue to record
improvements, homel-
essness remains a big
challenge. The key
constraint in providing
shelter is that people do not
have proof of being owners
of the piece of land on which
they live. This keeps them
deprived of so many basic
amenities. Once titled, they
could obtain access to
several government
benefits. Even a small plot
can lift a family out of extreme
poverty. A decent habitat
and shelter environment for
the poorer sections can not
only contribute towards
their well being and real
asset creation but also
catalyse overall economic
growth.

Priority for housing is
higher than education and
health. Sustainable and
inclusive housing solutions,
indeed, could bolster large
economic growth quickly
and efficiently. Rural
housing space -particularly
the lower tier in the
economic pyramid - has
remained largely
unaddressed as many had
tried and most found it a
hard ground. The most
elusive issue in housing
finance is that of legal title.

By Moin Qazi

While many villagers own
their homes, which they
likely built themselves,
they rarely own the piece
of land which holds their
dwelling. This is a major
obstacle as many families

may not have had
documentation for
generations and  the

process of obtaining and
putting it in place is an
impossible mission to
accomplish without nimble
titling, mortgaging and
financing system.

Both the government
and all major financial
institutions have launched
intensive programmes for
providing financial access
to the underserved
segments of society. These
include savings, insurance
and remittance facilities
and loans for livelihood
and consumption pur-
poses. A major deficiency
in these initiatives is that
most of them have ignored
a very crucial need of the
base of the pyramid
segment. This segment
lacks access to housing
finance and, until the
issues relating to properly
documented title are not
sorted, access to housing
credit will remain a mirage.

Village panchayats can
play a critical role in
untying the knots. In 1993
the Panchayat Raj Act and
an amendment to the
country's Constitution
endowed the local village
panchayats with functions
of local governance.
Typically, in rural India,
villagers are granted land
from government or live on
land passed down from
their ancestors. These are
known as 'para-legal titles'
(bill of sale, receipts for
payments of taxes, etc.)
that fall short of full legal
title. Similarly many may
not have a full land title but
possess a documentary
right to ownership, such as
tax receipts and a legal
protection from eviction.
These para-legal rights

often  provide good
security, ensuring
permanence on  the

property and the ability to
sell it to another household.

Mortgages typically
require that households
hold full legal title to their
property. However, in
many countries, most low/
moderate-income
households have para-
legal rights to their

property. Local level
initiatives for rural housing
would also be able to
develop mechanisms for
addressing impediments
(such as problems with titles)
by building capacities to
develop a title record
system.

In as far as rural land
rights are concerned, the
local panchayat can fix some
'permanent ownership tax'
and regularise titles. This
will open for the occupants
the gates for so many
benefits from State-owned
social programmes. Acco-
rdingly, State governments
should use out of the box
approach to break down the
thickets of red tapism. What
are actually required are
revolutionary and cutting
edge reforms that curtail the
dense jungle of paperwork
and docum-entation.

Apart from the huge
outlay of outright grants for
individual houses in villages,
the flagship rural housing
programme, Pradhan Mantri
Awaas Yojana (Gramin) or
PMAY-G, provides some
relief. The unit cost for these
houses has been signif-
icantly increased and now
through convergence a
minimum support of nearly
71.5 lakh to ?1.6 lakh to a
household 1is available.
There is also a provision of
Bank loan up to 770,000, if
the beneficiary so desires.

The programme provides
for skilling 5 lakh rural
masons by 2019 and allows
over 200 different housing
designs across the country
based on a detailed study of
housing typologies,
environmental hazards and
the households' requir-
ements. Large-scale use of
local materials is envisaged
along with a complete home
with  cooking  space,
electricity provision, LPG,
toilet and bathing area,
drinking water, etc through
convergence. The National
Housing Bank should
leverage microfinance for
reaching the remote areas.
Eight of the new small
finance banks have been
originally microfinance
institutions and are familiar
with this segment. The main
hindrance is the high cost of
credit from these
institutions. Since these
have just forayed into
deposit taking, it will take
time for them to build a low
cost capital base so that they
can provide affordable

credit. Similarly, it should
design more innovative
and  rural friendly
mortgage systems that
address the typical
problems of land
ownership in villages.

The leading nonprofit,
Landessa which is doing
pioneering work in this
field could be involved in
training local NGOs to aid
in this task. It partners
with progressive gover-
nments and civil society
to develop pro-poor and
gender-sensitive laws,
policies, and progr-ammes
that strengthen land rights
for the poorest people.
Their land rights experts
work with government
officials, local leaders, and
rural residents developing
scalable, practical, and
innovative solutions to
pressing problems like
land rights issues.

It has a three-pronged
approach: It conducts
research on land tenure's
effects. Greater data and
information make it easier
for working transitions to
secure property rights; it
provides legal cons-
ultation and support for

government  officials
willing to make improve-
ments in legally

vulnerable communities.
Thus far, over 9,00,000
Indian families have
benefitted from Landesa's
legal work; it educates
communities on the
various aspects of land
rights, since legal systems
often seem inaccessible to
people who cannot read or
cannot read well.

A lot of good
programmes got their start
when one individual
looked at a familiar
landscape in a fresh way.
These creative and
passionate individuals
saw possibilities where
others saw only hopel-
essness, and imagined a
way forward when others
saw none. What they did
was not something too
revolutionary to supplant
the whole system. They
simply changed the
fundamental approach to
solving problems, and the
outcomes have been truly
revolutionary.

One inspiring step has
a tendency to raise the
sense of possibility in
others. We increasingly
have the tools; but we
need to summon the will
the way game changers in
the other fields are
doing.-INFA

TO THE EDITOR

Making politics of
the SC ruling on

cow slaughter!

Editor,

The Central Government
cannot impose the ban on
cow slaughter on states as it
is against the Constitution.
It may be recalled that in the
case filed by Gauri Maulekhi
- W. P. (Civil) No.881 of 2014
versus Union of India and
others, the Apex Court
passed an order on July 13,
2015, to frame guidelines to
prevent animals from being
smuggled out of India for the
Gadhimai Festival in Nepal
where large scale animal
sacrifice takes place. The
Supreme Court had
constituted a Committee
under the Chairmanship of
DG, Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB), and some
suggestions made by them,
including measures to curb
trans-boundary smuggling
of cattle were brought out.
The Court also inter alia
directed that rules with
regard to livestock market
and case property animals
also be noted. On July 12,
2016, the Supreme Court
gave a final order directing
the concerned Ministry to
frame rules under Section 38
of the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act, 1960. The
Animal Welfare Board of
India prepared the draft rules
incorporating  all  the
suggestions made by the
Supreme Court for the case.

The draft Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
(Regulation of Livestock
Markets) Rules, 2017, was
notified on January 16, 2017,
inviting objections and
suggestions for all persons
likely to be affected by it
within 30 days. As many as
13 representations were
received regarding the rules
and they were duly examined
and incorporated wherever
found suitable and the rules
were finally notified on May
23,2017.

The Central Government
has clarified that the prime
focus of the rules related to
cattle is to protect the
animals from cruelty and not
to regulate the existing trade
in cattle for slaughter
houses. The new rules also
prohibit establishment of an
animal market in a place
which is situated within 25
km from any state border and
within 50 km from any
international border.

The basic purpose of the
rules as per the Union
Government is to ensure
welfare of animals in the
cattle market and ensure
facilities for housing,
feeding, feed storage area,
water supply, water troughs,
ramps, enclosures for sick
animals, veterinary care and
proper drainage etc. The
specific provisions of the
notification apply only to
animals which are bought
and sold in the notified
livestock markets and
animals that are seized as
case properties and the rules

do not cover other areas.

The Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change (MOEFCC)
has notified new rules under
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act which bans sale
of cattle for slaughter in
open markets across the
country. The MOEFCC has
also clarified that the rules
on Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (Regulation of
Livestock Market) are to
ensure welfare of animals
and protect animals from
cruelty.

The Gazette notification,
titled Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Regulation of
Livestock Markets ) Rules,
2017, by the Ministry of
Environment says no one
can bring cattle to animal
markets unless he or she has
furnished a written
declaration that the cattle
will not be sold for the
purpose of slaughter. The
notification does not
mention a word about beef
ban and it was issued after
the Supreme Court asked the
Centre to make rules on the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act.

In fact the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act was
brought in by Congress in
1960. Now when the rules
have been notified by the
government the countrywide
agitation is being sparked by
the Congress party through
their "dirty tricks
department" to spread
rumours about beef ban. The
Congress party is trying to

communalize the issue and
to create false and
malicious propaganda in
social media following the
philosophy of their seven
decade old policy of "divide
& rule" as inherited from
their British masters to
defame the country across
the world at the cost of
destruction of unity and
fraternity among the
various communities/states
of the country by mis-
interpretation of the rules
and misleading the general
public.

The Rules notified by
the Union Government are
perfectly in consonance
with the provisions of
Articles 48 & 49 as
enshrined in the
Constitution of India. It
would be prudent to stop
the sinister hullabaloo
generated and led by the
pseudo-secular Congress
party and trumpeted by the
oppositions against a
welfare endeavour by the
Government considering
the unity and integrity of
the country.

Yours etc.,
Samares
Bandyopadhyay
Advocate, Kolkata
High Court

Holy month,
unholy blasts

Editor,
Ramadan is a holy month
for Islam which we must all

respect. More so when it's
observed with rigorous
austerity, renouncing the
material indulgences and
dedicating this to the
Almighty who is "common"
to all and one. True, through
"austerity" one's mind, inner
heart and soul can be
cleansed and that finally
raises one's spiritual level.
Throughout the holy month
those who fast should not
at all be hurtful to anyone
whether through speech or
action. Also, the mind must
not harbour anything that
precipitates negativity.
But when this holy
month is defiled by the gory
incidents of blasts - the most
ungodly act, how could we
link it with holy Islam? Is it a
prelude to a bigger mission
that it started with the
Manchester suicide
explosion on May 22 that
shattered the euphoria of
the concert-goers leaving 23
people dead, 129 others
grievously injured? This is
followed by the May 26
episode when scary masked
gunmen attacked a bus
carrying Christians. The
incident left 26 men dead,
including many children in
Egypt's Minya. After a brief
lull of four days, on May 30,
a car bomb hit an ice-cream
shop in Baghdad killing 15
and wounding at least 30.
Then immediately the next
day a massive blast tore
apart the diplomatic
quarters in Kabul near the

German embassy, killing at
least 90 people. Sources
put the injured count at a
whopping 460. Then
followed another deadly
carnage early Friday
morning in the Philippines,
when a gunman burst into
a Manila hotel and later set
himself on fire. That
incident killed 34 people.
Now how many more
tragedies will happen until
the end of Ramadan?
Peoples are worryingly
apprehensive.

A thoughtful friend of
mine from Mumbai - Mr. M.
Nazeer, in a sorrowful tone,
laments - "These all are the
heartless attacks on
humanity which only sink
the holy spirit of the true
believers of Allah. We are
not feeling safe on our
own." I guess he is right.
Of course, no one can
disagree that the principle
teaching of the Quran --
'Love all and serve all'
should be misinterpreted
to harm humanity? One
strongly feels that those
who kill and those who get
killed, are both created by
the "One Almighty". Then
why is there bad blood
among themselves? The
time is ripe for all to
introspect with sagacity
and human compassion.
Merciless killing is never
the way to the Almighty. .

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali
Shillong - 2

POLITICAL DELICACIES

By Rahil Nora Chopra

REPORT SHOWS
SHARP INCREASE IN
PROSECUTION OF TAX
VIOLATORS

Criminal prosecution by
the Income Tax Department
saw a sharp increase of
more than 100 percent
during the three years of the
Modi Government,
according to a report
submitted to the Prime
Minister's Office by the
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT). At a review
meeting chaired by Modi,
CBDT told the Prime
Minister that about 2,500
people had been prosecuted
between 2014 and April 2017
as against 1,133 during
2011-12t0 2013-14 before the
new government assumed
office. Similarly, offences
compounded by the income
tax department in the past
three years saw an increase
of 168 percent, taking the
total number of cases to
3,128 compared to 1,163 in
the previous period. There
was also an increase in the
conviction rate, with 79
persons having been
brought to book, 21 percent
higher than the previous
period. The Income Tax
department carried out over
1,100 searches and surveys

immediately after
demonetization and
detected undisclosed

income of over Rs 5,400
crore, Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley had told Rajya
Sabha in April. The
department identified 18 lakh
people whose tax profiles
were not in accordance with
the cash deposits made by
them during the

The party think tank is said
to be in favour of advancing
the poll so that the
Congress party, beset with
infighting, does not get
enough time to sort out its
problems. Congress has
been out of power in Gujarat
for the past 22 years and is
struggling to regain a
foothold. Infighting in
Gujarat Congress came to
the fore in September last
year when party national
spokesperson and state
legislator Shaktisinh Gohil
sought to disassociate
himself from the
responsibilities of the
forthcoming election
campaign while senior
leader Shankersinh Vaghela
is putting pressure on
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi to declare himself as
the CM candidate ahead of
the elections. Ashok
Gehlot, who is in charge of
the state party unit, recently
brought together Vaghela
and state party president
Bharatsinh Solanki at a
press  conference  to
critically appraise the three
years of Narendra Modi
government at the Centre as
a show of unity.
ADITYANATH UNDER
PRESSURE TO
CONTROL LAW AND
ORDER
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has a big task at hand to
bring the law and order
situation under control. For
the past one month,
atrocities against Dalits and
Muslims have increased.
First it was the Anti Romeo
Squad, which was

The infighting within the state unit
and the manner in which Chief

Minister Vasundhara Raje

is

handling the affairs of the state are
believed to be under review by the
party leadership. One option under
consideration is to appoint dissident
leader Om Prakash Mathur as chief
minister and shift Vasundhara Raje
to the Centre as a minister in the
Modi Cabinet. But it may not be
easy to remove her from the chief
minister's post as she enjoys the
backing of 100 plus MLAs.

demonetization period.
.Also, more than 400 benami
transactions have been
identified and provisional
attachment of properties
done in more than 240 cases,
amounting to a market value
of more than Rs. 600 crore.
To speed up action against
benamidars and black
money holders, the Income
Tax department has set up
24  dedicated benami
prohibition units.

VASUNDHARA RAJE
LIKELY TO BE SHIFTED
TO CENTRAL CABINET

There is talk of a cabinet
reshuffle taking place at the
Centre and in Rajasthan
after the presidential
elections. The infighting
within the state unit and the
manner in which Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje is
handling the affairs of the
state are believed to be
under review by the party
leadership. One option
under consideration is to
appoint dissident leader Om
Prakash Mathur as chief
minister and shift
Vasundhara Raje to the
Centre as a minister in the
Modi Cabinet. But it may not
be easy to remove her from
the chief minister's post as
she enjoys the backing of
100 plus MLAs. According
to sources, many party MPs
and MLAs have complained
to the central leadership that
it would be difficult to win
the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections under the chief
ministership of Raje. Om
Prakash Mathur is believed
to enjoy the backing of
Modi and the RSS.

BJP CONSIDERING
EARLY ELECTION IN
GUJARAT

The Gujarat government
may throw a surprise by
recommending dissolution
of the Assembly and going
for an early election before
it becomes due in December.

frequently in the news for
harassing boys and girls,
and recently clashes
between Dalit and Thakur
communities have left three
people dead and scores
injured in Saharanpur.
"Dalits are being crushed
not only in Saharanpur but
all over the country and the
BJP-led Centre is
responsible," alleged Rahul
Gandhi, who was prevented
from entering the town by
the district administration.
He squarely blamed the
Union government for the
rising communal tension.
The Prime Minister and
Home Minister Rajnath
Singh are believed to have
spoken to the UP Chief
Minister on phone and
instructed him to take strong
action  against those
involved in the incidents
and bring the law and order
situation under control. The
clashes have come as a
challenge for  Yogi
Adityanath, especially in
view of the BJP's pre-poll
promise to improve law and
order in the state.

KERALA COW
SLAUGHTER INCIDENT
EMBARRASSES
CONGRESS

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi has strongly
condemned the conduct of
Kerala Youth Congress
workers who slaughtered a
cow as part of a protest
against the central ban on
trading of livestock for
slaughter. "Such elements
have no place in Congress,"
party spokesman Randeep
Surjewala said. Both Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee have protested
against the central move
and declared that it was an
attempt to encroach upon
the power of the states and
therefore will be challenged
legally and constitutionally.
(TIPA)
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Baywatch: Film has very little of Priyanka, but it’s fun

he vicious reviews in

I the foreign press are

hard to digest. Really,

what do you expect

Baywatch to be? ‘Gone
With The Wind-Surf’?

No seriously, isn't self-
mockery the only way a 40-
year old franchise can sur-
vive with its head above the
ocean water? Baywatch
has a swanky sexy swing
to its gait even now. You
just need to get into the
swing of things.

Do not, repeat DO NOT,
get judgemental about its
amplified level of asininity,
or the hammy bimbo-meets-
beefcake performances.
Just go with the aqueous
flow and you are bound to
turn the tides of the tripe to
your own advantage.

The characters are all
beachside prototypes you
know, heroic in a very
cheesy way.

There is a rescue se-
quence in mid-ocean where
a boat catches fire. One by
one the lifeguards run into
the water at high-speed, the
slow-mo credo temporarily
abandoned. The valour is
strictly of the dimestore
variety. And the dialogues
that Mitch (Dwayne
Johnson) mouths would
put Chinese cookies to
shame.

A lot of the phallic/flatu-
lence/fornication gags have
been wiped out by the In-
dian censor board. But you
really can't remove the
cheesiness out of
Baywatch. It's like taking
the cheese out of the
burger.

Director: Seth Gordon

Daddario, Priyanka Chopra

Starring Dwayne Johnson, Zac Efron, Alexandra
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DWAYNE JOHNSON

The cheesiest of the lot
‘and hence the most enjoy-
able character’ is Matt
Brody, an Olympian swim-
mer who has fallen on hard
days but continues to be
pompous and self-ob-
sessed to the point of
seeming a parody of Ayn
Rand's Howard Rourke in
bulgy trousers with biceps
to match. The sporting Zac
Efron plays this characters
with lipsmacking relish. His
over-the-top portrayal jells
well with the mood of
amped-up sea slickness
that this film specialises in.

Efron even musters the
temerity to look at the
breasts of a female lifeguard
he has just crushed over.
When she points out his
crass behaviour, he says it's
a compliment.

Don’t look for political
correctness in Baywatch.
The actors just ham for no
better reason than to nail
the Baywatch spirit to the
nearest lamp post and
watch the neighbourhood
dog pee on it.

And now for our own
Priyanka Chopra. Such a
massive disappointment.
Such a betrayal of trust,
having told us over and
over again that she plays
the arch villain, it's more like
the ouch villain. (IANS)

Trump trying
to ruin my
life, says
Kathy Griffin

omedienne-actress
Kathy Griffin says
US President

Donald Trump and his fam-
ily are "personally trying to
ruin my life forever", in the
wake of a controversial
photoshoot in which she
held up a mask that resem-
bled Trumps severed head.

Trump and his family
members slammed the im-
age over Twitter, and Grif-
fin said after that she has
been subjected to a con-
stant stream of death
threats, reports a website.

Her attorney, Lisa
Bloom, suggested that it
was an attempt to silence
the free speech rights of a
comic who makes provoca-
tive and critical political
humour.

"What's happening to
me has never happened in
this great country," Griffin
said here on Friday, refer-
ring to Trump and his fam-
ily members' tweets in re-
sponse to the photoshoot.

"I don't think I will have
a career after this.

I am going to be honest,
he broke me. He broke me.
And then I felt, ‘This isn't
right. This is not right.

And I apologised be-
cause that was the right
thing to do and I meant it,"

she said. (IANS)

Hanuman Da Damdaar: A modern retelling of Hanuman the great!

anuman Da
Damdaar is a mod
ern retelling of

Hanuman’s glory, which is
far from Valmiki's narration
in the Ramayana, or for that
matter, any narrative found
in the scriptures. This is the
story of Hanuman's begin-
nings, of how he was trans-
formed from Maruti to the
revered Hanuman.

After a near-fatal acci-
dent, Anjani, Maruti’s
mother, ensures that he
leads a protected life. She
shelters him to the extent of
making him a near nincom-
poop.

When his father,
Senapati Kesari, returns
from war and notices that
his once brave son has now
become a scared little boy,
he is disappointed and up-
set. Realising this, Maruti
feels bad for his father and
himself. So, he prays to the
gods to make him the brav-
est kid in the world.

The gods answer his
prayer and lead him into a
series of adventures, intro-

Director: Ruchi Narain

Starring Salman Khan, Raveena Tandon, Kunal Khemu,
Javed Akhtar, Chunky Pandey, Saurabh Shukla, Makrand

ducing him to new ex-
periences and friends
which ultimately help
him to metamorphose.

While the tale
seems unassuming %
and non-convoluted, |+
inreality the film, which
begins with promise, |~ = o o
soon dissipates all no-
tions of being a good
entertainer.

In fact, the plot me-
anders with playful fri-
volity. The dialogues
are crass and cheesy,
packed with distasteful
humour, consisting of
innuendoes and dou-
ble entendres in contempo-
rary lingo laced with pop-
culture and Bollywood jar-
gon, making the film obvi-
ously low on class and

quality.

Sample some of these:
‘Hey I'm half Lankan, half
Indian. Tum kya samjhe,
naughty, naughty,” or, ‘Wah

beta, apne aap ko smarty
pants samajthe ho?" or,
‘While I am shaking, your
time starts now.’

This apart, there are a

few meaningful lessons
dispensed, though in-
termittently. These les-
sons are soon lost in the
overall scheme of
things.

The main attractions
are the voices lent by
A-listers of the Hindi
film Industry. But unfor-
tunately, despite their
well-modulated voices
they can't lift the script
from mediocrity.

Salman Khan as the
older Hanuman sets the
narrative rolling by be-
ing magnanimous and
destroying his version
of the Ramayana so that
Valmiki's version could pre-
vail. And being the mega-
lomaniac that he is, his dia-
logues are loaded with self-

references, mainly to his
popular dialogues and film
titles. This gives the desired
punch to propel the tale,
but it simultaneously drops
the reverence factor of the
source material.

Keeping the momentum
with Salman's tone of deliv-
ery is Arnav as Baby
Hanuman. The tenor in his
voice accentuates the child-
like voice and innocent trait.

The others who aptly
support them are: Javed
Akhtar as Valmiki, Kunal
Khemu as Indra, Raveena
Tandon as Maruti's mother
Anjani, and Saurabh Shukla
as Maruti's dad Kesari. But
it is Husain Dalal as Garuda
and Sneha Khanwalkar as
Maruti's loyal companion,
the chameleon Seeti, who
stand out among the
crowd. On the technical
front, keeping in mind the
exposure today's kids have
to world class animation,
the 2D animation presented
by Ruchi and her team defi-
nitely seems obsolete and
drab. (IANS)

HEALTH CAPSULES®

by Bron Smith

WHAT IS THE MAIN CAUSE
OF AN IMBALANCE IN GUT
FLORA?
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FREEDOM OF /3
ms JUNGLE! /

Across
1 Series of degrees (5)
8 Be inclined towards (4,4)
9 Strange (5)
10 To desert (3,3,2)
11 Pursuit (5)
12 Section of relay race (3)
16 A domed roof or ceiling (6)
17 Fit for crop cultivation (6)
18 Immerse (3)
23 Postpone (5)
24 For the whole time (3,5)
25 Absurd proceedings (5)
26 If justice were done (2,6)
27 Impressively large (5)

Down

Involved (6,2)

A gamble with little hope (4,4)
Study carefully (6)

To baffle (5)

Merriment (5)

Money resources (5)
Boy (3)

Interval (3)

Be cautious (4,4)
Sharply defined (5-3)
Set alight (6)

Possibly (5)

21 Magnificence (5)

22 Captain of the Bounty (5)

Amitabh, Jaya
complete 44 years
of marital bliss

mitabh Bachchan
and his actress-
politician wife Jaya

Bachchan on Saturday
completed over four dec-
ades of togetherness. The
megastar has thanked all his
fans and followers, whom
he fondly calls his ‘ex-
tended family’ or ‘Ef” for all
the love and good wishes.

‘June 3, 1973, 44 years of
marriage ... Thank you all for
the wishes you send. Grate-
ful and filled with love,’
Amitabh tweeted.

The 74-year-old thes-
pian went down memory
lane and shared some de-
tails about his marriage.

‘And as I set out from
‘Mangal' a rented house of
mine in JVPD scheme, 7th
Road...in my newly ac-
quired second hand
Pontiac Sports, two door,
with ma and babuji with

e... My driver Nagesh,

now passed away, insisting
on driving me to an apart-
ment of Jaya’s family friend
at Malabar Hill,” Big B wrote
on his blog.

He added: ‘On June 3,
1973, a few drops of rain
began to fall...Our neigh-
bour ran out of their house
and excitedly screamed to
us...‘hurry to the wedding,
its raining, a good omen'.
It’s been 44 years since.’

On the acting front,
Amitabh currently has two
films in his kitty -- Thugs Of
Hindostan and 102 Not
Out. Big B will be sharing
screen space with superstar
Aamir Khan for the very
first time in Thugs Of
Hindostan. It also features
Dangal fame Fatima Sana
Shaikh. In /02 Not Out, he
will be seen with veteran
actor Rishi Kapoor after two
decades on the silver
screen. (IANS)

Swift spotted with
Joe Alwyn

Joe Alwyn for a while now, was spotted with him for

S inger Taylor Swift, who is reportedly dating actor

the first time next to her private jet, here.
In some photographs, Swift and Alwyn can be seen
hugging each other and clicking photographs next to her
private jet on Friday, reports a website. (IANS)
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“A child is a beam of sunlight from the
Infinite and Eternal, with possibilities of
virtue and vice- but as yet unstained.”

--- Thurgood Marshall

The Shillong Times
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US pulls out of Climate Pact

PRESIDENT Donald Trump has taken the US out
of the Paris Climate Pact of 2015. The past US
commitment has been cast to the winds. More than

190 countries had agreed to reduce greenhouse gas

emission and restrict the rise in global average
temperature to below 2 degree c. above pre-

industrial levels. The Obama administration had

shown exemplary compliance. Trump is going back
on it presumably in his mission to protect American

jobs. The US president is short-sighted and does

not care if the US uses its global leadership. He says
the Paris accord is discriminatory. He has put India

at a disadvantage. He has alleged that the accord

allows India to double its coal production by 2020
and camouflage mitigation efforts with billions of

dollars in aid. The charge is baseless wit falling prices

of renewables like solar power, India is losing interest
in coal plants. India is also committed to achieve 40%

cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-

fossil fuel resources by 2020.
According to the 2013 data, per capital CO2
emission in the US was 16.4 metric tonnes. India’s

figure was only 1.6 metric tonnes. The US is the
world’s biggest polluter next to poverty. The

mitigation equivalence is inapplicable as the industrial

base line has never been the same. Current per capital
emissions also show wide disparities. Climate change

has its worst victims in poor countries. From Rio to

Cancun, the US has been the stumbling block to a
consensus. What John Kerry did has now been

undone. Trump is handing over leadership to China!

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

US Sub-Committee hails
Punjab package

In a rare gesture of
unanimity, a sub-committee
of the US house of
Representative last night
hailed Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's "Punjab Package"
as a measure designed to
rejuvenate the political
process and alleviate some
of the human rights
concerns in the sensitive
border state. In its report on
US foreign assistance and a
relevant on South Asia
approved, it hoped that the
release of the Jodhpur
detainees, the promise of
local elections the revision
of certain preventive

detention laws and new
steps to bring to book those
responsible for the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots would accelerate
the  healing  process
between the Hindus and the
Sikhs

The sub-committee
headed by democratic
Congressman Stephen J
Solarz noted with concern
that "India continues to be
plagued by terrorist and
secessionist elements
whose resort to violence has
resulted in the deaths of
thousands of people most of
them innocent civilians in
the past few years.

Reconnecting people
to nature

By H H Mohrmen

The theme of this year’s
celebration for World
Environment Day is,
‘Connecting people to
Nature’ but in the context of
Meghalaya or the Khasi
Pnar people in particular,
perhaps it would be
appropriate if the theme is
rephrased as ‘Reconnecting
people to Nature’ or going
back to our roots. The
reason is because the Khasi-
Pnar have always been
people who have profound
connection with the nature
around them but of late this
relationship is  being
affected as day by day
people are moving further
and further apart from the
nature, they call mother.

Few months back I came
across a story in the press
about the Supreme Court of
New Zealand order in
connection  with  the
character of one of the
rivers in that country. The
order was on the appeal
made by the Maori the
indigenous people of New
Zealand who demanded that
the court declare the river
(which the Maoris consider
as their ancestor) as having
a personality of its own. The
order declared that river
Whanganui must be treated
as a living entity and by this
decision the river has been
granted the same legal
rights as a human being.

It would surprise us that
rivers and personalities die.
Well, it shouldn’t because in
the Khasi-Pnar tradition all
the rivers were treated as
having their own persona.
The story about Umiam and
Umiew, Lukha and Lunar,
Kupli and Iale and other
rivers too, have stories
where they were given a
persona of their own and in
some cases they were even
considered as mothers,
grandmothers and
grandfathers by certain
clans or communities.

The Khasi-Pnar have a
deep relationship with
nature. This is obvious from
everything they do in their
day to day life. This
relationship with nature
manifests in everything
they do from getting up in
the morning by making use
of the animal calls and birds’
chirping, to reading the
movement of the celestial
bodies to decide on their
agricultural activities.

The Khasi-Pnar ancestral
wisdom of keeping time by
reading their time from what
is happening in nature is
another example. They

know it is time to get up
when the rooster crows and
the crows sings. They
know it is lunch time by
simply looking at the
position of the sun and
listening to the sound of
the insect which tells them
it is time to pack their bags
and tools and head home
before it is dark. Even if
they don’t have a watch in
their hand they were able
to tell the time by reading
and understanding the
signs of time around them.

As far as seasons and
calendar goes, although it
is not systematic or
scientific, yet they have
their own calendar and plan
their activities according to
the calendar they created
which is influenced by the
changing of the season in
the area. All their farming
activities are based on the
changing of the seasons.
The different celebrations
and festivals that people
observe are also planned in
accordance with the local
calendar they maintained.
In their farming scheme
even the movement or the
position of the moon
influences the way they
plant crops and trees. They
will always take the
position of the moon into
consideration to decide the
different farming activities
they follow. Their calendar
which has eight days in a
week, 28 days in a months
and thirteen months in a
year is not only unique but
it is also like a annual
roadmap which dictates
what they do and most
importantly when.

Our ancestors may not
have a systematic
knowledge of plants and
animals but they not only
have different names for all
the birds, the plants, the
animals, fishes and the
insects but they even
connect their call or hum to
execute their farming
activities. So when the
Cuckoo calls they say it’s
time to sow maize and an
insect is even named ‘pyn-
ih saiong’ because the
season it hums always
coincides with the ripening
of the fruit. They also know
the seasons when animals
mate, when the fish lay their
eggs and also the different
stages of plants lives. For
instance recently, when I
sought a farmer’s help to
plant a bamboo sapling, he

commented that this is the
best time to plant bamboos
because it the time of year
when the bamboo is
pregnant.

Recently a post in the
Facebook of a friend asked if
we have a name for cyclone,
but the traditional wisdom of
the Khasi-Pnar is very rich
because we have different
names for the kind of winds
that blows in the hills. We
have names for different

winds like ‘Erbatemon,
‘Eriong, ‘Erlangthari and u
Kyllang. Our ancestral

knowledge is immense
because we not only have
several names for the wind
but we also have different
names for rains, like ‘Lapraw,
‘Lapbah, Slaprymphu and u
Pylliang.

In recent times,
Government has drawn flak
from every quarter for the tree
plantation programme that it
organises every year to
celebrate World
Environment Day. The
government was criticised
because the survival rate of
the trees planted as part of
the celebration is very low
and in some cases the
survival is almost zero. The
low success rate of tree
plantation or re-afforestation
that the  government
organised is because foreign
species bought from Assam
and other places were used
in the plantation. Now the
government through the
Meghalaya Basin
Development Agency
(MBDA) is making use of
the lessons learned and by

using indigenous
knowledge and locally
available material has

reinvented the entire process
from nursery to plantation
and management of the
plantations.

The introduction of
community nurseries where
people are involved in the
raising of nurseries and the
idea of growing only local
species endemic to the area
(in the nurseries) will also
help improve the survival
rate of the saplings planted
and the success of re-
afforestation. Again, the idea
of making community
nurseries a  business
enterprise is also a
commendable idea because
it will not only make tree
plantation during the World
Environment Day a success;
but it will also help the
community earn some

revenue from the activity.

So the question is, what
is the situation today. As
a community, what kind of
relationship do we now
have with nature? In so
many words we can say
that we have lost touch
with nature and no longer
have the same kind of
connection that our
ancestors used to have
with mother earth. Most of
us or our kids are now
confined to the four walls
of their room; they don’t
have time to even step out
of their rooms.

We are too busy with
our lives and no longer
have the opportunity to
observe the mystery of
nature around us. We do
not have time to look at the
moving clouds and learn
about the weather; we no
longer have the time to
look at how the plants
grow and how the animals
live and grow from time to
time. Since our kids are
confined to their rooms
they also learn from
secondary information
from books and the
internet and miss the
opportunity to learn
directly from nature. Our
kids are missing the
opportunity to be close to
the nature and learn by
observing the changes
that happen around.

The kind of
competitive upbringing we
provide to our kids is goal
oriented and we make them
believe that the objective
of learning is only to get
high grades and nothing
else matters. We inculcate
in the minds of the young
ones that securing top
grade is the only goal
because second grade has
no place. Now we also
tend to believe that the
only objective of learning
is to get highest grades but
the question is what do
they really learn in the
process.

Our kids and especially
those who are in the
towns and cities needs to
go back and reconnect
with nature! They need to
learn the lessons provided
by nature. Nature has so
much to teach us and it is
waiting for us to reach to
its bosom and learn from
its store house of
knowledge. Connecting
with nature also means
understanding nature and
the changes that happen
around us.

TOTHE EDITOR

Kudos for
NEIGRIHMS

Editor,

NEIGRIHMS must be
complimented for opening
on its ground floor a sale

outlet of requisite
medicines as per physicians
prescriptions; what

however, pleases me no end
is the fact that on purchase
of every medicine strip a
respective discount of 20%
is allowed from the said
outlet and this has
undoubtedly lent huge
monetary relief to ailing
patients in these days when
cost of medical-care has
escalated exponentially. I
hope many, if not all private
health care hospitals,
nursing homes, medical
shops etc. in Shillong would
emulate such a noble
patient-friendly example,
given the fact that such
agencies make gargantuan
monetary profits as they
order medicine and other
health-service equipment at
the wholesale rate and sell
the same to common folks
at the invariably printed
prices embossed on such
items.

I therefore hope that
NEIGRIHMS will further
explore similar enabling
means to render relief to the
denizens through such
viable people- oriented
medical services.

Yours etc,
Jerome K.Diengdoh
Shillong-2

Beef ban!

Editor,

In his timely article, "Ban
mania on beef : Acche din in
a ram - rajya" (ST, June 2,
2017), Ratan Bhattacharjee
has rightly said, "Beef ban
comes in with the Hindutva
politics in general and its
dietary importance for poor
Dalits, Adivasis and tribals
is being underestimated
although it is the cheapest
and very rich source of
protein." Indeed, the recent
cattle - sale rules must be
lifted in the greater interest
of the poor. Cruelty to
animals should be banned
immediately  but  not
slaughtering them for food.
What needs to be done is to
construct slaughterhouses
where animals can be
slaughtered in a less painful
way and away from the glare
of the public and other
animals. It is time to protect
animals because they are
made on occasion objects of
cruelty in the name of
traditional sports like
Jalikattu (bull taming) or
dhiro (bull fight).

Cruelty to animals
whether it has been delivered
in the form of traditional
sports, callous practices or

for fulfilling sadistic
pleasures should,
immediately, be banned

whereas killing them for food
or for saving human beings
from their attack must not be
prohibited. The former ban is
necessary for the survival of
humanity and the latter act

is a compulsion for the
survival of human beings.

Yours etc.,

Sujit De,

Kolkata

Are missionary
schools forgetting
their mission?

Editor,

I congratulate H Elias
School, Nongthymmai for
the recent SSL.C and HSSLC
results. The School is run by
the Salesians of Don Bosco
(SDB) congregation and
was established by (Late) Fr.
Usai SDB in 1972. Through
this letter I wish to express
my deepest gratitude to the
school and its management
for admitting not only
brilliant students but also
average and even below
average students and also
for its focus on uplifting
students from rural areas
and from poor family
backgrounds. This
resonates with the true
essence of a Catholic
Institution and the charisma
of Don Bosco.

I believe every Catholic
institution is established
mainly to uplift the poor, the
needy and the not so
brilliant students. H Elias
School is well known in
Khasi Hills but it still
maintains its objective to
reach out to the less
privileged. When you enter
the school campus you will
be awed by the friendly
ambiance. At present the

school is under the prudent
leadership of a soft spoken
and kind hearted, Fr.
Sabastian Palatty. The
school practices a follow-
up culture on every student
and his background, which
is a fundamental part of the
school system and I was
mesmerized by  this
practice.

I have witnessed the
school transforming
failures into winners
nurturing students into
confident young men and
women and making them
believe in themselves and
have hope in the future. It
is a challenge to train the

students coming from
diverse family
backgrounds but |

guarantee that it is always
done with civility and in a
friendly manner.

H Elias too could have
chased for a reputation for
that is the present trend, but
it maintains its originality of
helping the poor and the
youth and that is, for me,
the real preaching of the
Gospel. Every Salesian
institution is founded on
the premise of helping the
youth and most
importantly the poor, which
is at the heart of Don
Bosco’s endeavour. Hence
I urge schools from St
Peter's Nongstoiii to
St.Anthony's Shillong not
to forget these basic
principles on which the
schools were founded and
to refrain from laying down
conditions that make it
impossible for the poor and

less intelligent students to
get admissions.

Yours etc....

Mickey M.Marweiii

Pyndengrei, Nongstoifl

The public
deserves
footpaths!

Editor,

For the past few months
we have only been reading
about demonetisation, rape,
mudslinging between
political rivals and the
recent election results in
Uttar Pradesh. Through
your esteemed column, I
would like to share a
constructive criticism which
I hope would be taken
seriously by the concerned
department. As a student, I
want to give a suggestion
regarding safety measures
that need to be addressed
along the stretch of road
between Malki Point to
Barik Point which is ignored
by one and all. There is
always a congestion along
this stretch of road whether
it be during academic
sessions or holidays. We
witnessed it during the
recent Budget Session. It
may be pointed out that
there is a footpath on only
one side of the road i.e. to
the right hand side looking
from Malki Point. Many
pedestrians use the left side
of the road also as per
convenience. The office of
Survey of India border is
demarcated by a drain all
along from Malki Point to

Barik Point. Very often we
see Municipal workers
cleaning it due to the litter
thrown by the public or
clearing the leaves from
trees planted by the office
of Survey of India.
Motorists passing
through that stretch have
to be very cautious to
avoid driving down a
pedestrian. So my
suggestion is for the
concerned department to
construct a foot path there
to prevent any untoward
incident and also to
prevent the public from
dumping garbage
especially in the portion
opposite Step By Step
School which has become
an eyesore for morning
enthusiasts. As per the
directive of the
department concerned, all
the hoardings displayed
by various agencies were
removed. I personally
thought that this was done
to make some new
changes like enhancing
the safety of the public, but
to my disappointment, no
changes have appeared
ever since except that the
infrastructure for
displaying such hoardings
still exists.

I request the Public
Works Department
(Roads) to consider the
above suggestion so that
the public can be
benefitted for a change.

Yours etc.,
Alexandria T
Kharshiing.
Shillong -1

Think green,
act clean!

By Barnes Mawrie

It is 5th June and the
World Environment Day is
here again. This is a day to
reflect and see what is
happening to our planet;
what is the cause of its ailing
and how can we come to its
aid. The planet Earth is
everyone of us, so it is a
reflection on our own
survival. It is so unfortunate
that the US president,
Donald Trump has refused
to sign the agreement of the
Paris Earth Summit, to cut
down pollution and adopt
clean energy production.

When all other nations of
the world including India
and China have joined
hands in this noble
endeavour, the US has
played turncoat once again.
It is a clear example of how
selfishness and personal
greed is dominating political
decisions. It is a fact that this
deplorable decision has
been influenced by the self
interest of rich
entrepreneurs and corporate
groups who care a hoot for
the rest of the world
provided their interests are

future of our state behave
in such a manner, what a
bleak future we have?
Improvement will come not
by any external force, but
through a change of
mentality and attitude. It is
time that we begin to “think
green”’, namely, to realize the
importance of nature and the
natural environment,
therefore, to start planting
trees rather than cut them
down, to preserve our rivers
and streams and not turn
them into sewages. It is also
time to “act clean” meaning
to say, that we have to stop
our littering habit because
it damages the health of our
planet, to learn to keep clean
not merely our homes but
our public spaces as well.
The notion that public
places are not my
responsibility is a false
notion that has to be
overcome. We all need to
convince ourselves that the
whole planet is ours no
matter where we live and so
it is everyone’s obligation to
refrain from any act that can
harm it and do something

The manner people, young and old, litter
the roads and public places with plastic
wrappings and water bottles, is a sickening
sight to say the least. It looks as if the more
educated we are the more irresponsible we
become. I have often observed youngsters
shamelessly throwing empty water bottles
on the road from moving cars. If our young
people who are the future of our state
behave in such a manner, what a bleak
future we have? Improvement will come
not by any external force, but through a
change of mentality and attitude. It is time
that we begin to “think green”, namely, to
realize the importance of nature and the
natural environment, therefore, to start
planting trees rather than cut them down,
to preserve our rivers and streams and not
turn them into sewages.

furthered. However, it is a
great consolation that 98%
of the world’s nations have
realized the urgent need to
change their destructive
behaviour and start thinking
green and acting clean.
India for example, has
vouched to increase
production of clean energy
to 40% by the next decade
and China has already
become the  greatest
manufacturer of solar and
wind energy mechanisms.
Mankind is reeling under the
growing temperature due to
global warming and we are
witnessing erratic climatic
conditions all over the globe.
Cutting down emission of
CO2 is one great step in
checking the advance of
global warming and if most
countries in the world have
agreed to do this, it is good
news indeed for the planet.

Coming back home to our
own state of Meghalaya, we
still need to do a lot a work
to resolve our own
ecological problems. We are
seeing a  worsening
condition of our own
beloved city. People have
lost all sense of hygiene and
so they dump garbage on
roadsides without any prick
of conscience. It is no more
an exaggeration to say that
Shillong is turning into
massive dumping ground.
The manner people, young
and old, litter the roads and
public places with plastic
wrappings and  water
bottles, is a sickening sight
to say the least. It looks as if
the more educated we are the

more irresponsible we
become. I have often
observed youngsters

shamelessly throwing empty
water bottles on the road
from moving cars. If our
young people who are the

positive to enhance its
beauty and health.

I hope that we in
Meghalaya will adopt this
slogan “Think Green, Act
Clean” and gradually begin
to change our thought
patterns, our attitudes and
consequently our
behaviour. I am fully
convinced that the only
saving factor left for us is to
implement this philosophy
in our personal lives, in our
families, in our schools and
colleges and in our society
at large. This year’s WED
theme is ‘“connecting
people to nature.” This
reminds us that the present
deplorable state in which we
are in, is the consequence
of our estrangement from
our natural environment.
Human  beings have
behaved not like fellow
creatures but like masters
and lords over creation with
the self assumed right to
exploit and destroy nature.
The more disconnected we
are from nature, the more
vicious and perverse we
become. This is what Pope
John Paul II has termed as
“ecological sin” of man for
which we need to repent
and change.

Therefore, human beings
like the prodigal children,
need to return to mother
Nature and re-establish that
original covenant on which
we were founded since the
beginning of creation.
Tribal communities of the
past have a lot to teach us
on this. I hope we have
already learnt enough from
our mistakes. Let us make
our state an inspiration for
the rest of India. Let us take
Shillong back to her former
glory as the “Scotland of the
East.” Let us all “Think Green
and Act Clean.”
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“As the light begins to intensify, so does
my misery, and I wonder how it is possible
to hurt so much when nothing is wrong.”

--- Tabitha Suzuma
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Political leadership - a futile quest
ELECTIONS are eight months away yet the
preparation for this game of thrones has begun in
right earnest. Individuals who were in the BJP until
yesterday shift their loyalties to the Congress the next
day and have begun to sing praises of that Party.
You wonder if this is for real or just a stupid game
aimed at confounding voters. And the names that
have begun to come up inspire no one because
political leadership is no joke. Apart from integrity
which people have long since given up expecting
from politicians, technical skills to handle challenging
assignments, fiscal matters, policies, plans, projects,
ideas and innovative solutions to problems are integral
characteristics that every politician must have. Since
politicians play significant roles in the administrative
processes, and also because they have to make
public policies and laws in an era where knowledge
is power, they should be well-educated and able to
understand not just local politics but national and
global politics as well because even policies in distant
lands can impinge on the local economy. Do we

have such leaders?

Meghalaya has consistently elected politicians with
no leadership qualities. And if they had those qualities
they abandoned them after joining politics. Someone
termed Chief Minister, Mukul Sangma a dictator and
aone-man army. If the other MLAs/Ministers in the
Government today had some spine they would not
have allowed the CM to hijack the entire government
nor should they have supported him unquestioningly.
It is evident that no one has dared question the CMs
many decisions or engaged him in an intelligent
debate about some of the hare- brained schemes

that have been implemented with much fanfare.
Meghalaya is the abode of music, yet the only state-
of- the- art auditorium has been appropriated and
turned into a venue for the state assembly because
even after 16 years the state could not build an
assembly building. The much touted performing arts
auditorium has run into rough weather. The proposed
medical colleges have failed to come up. So what
exactly are the development claims of the MUA
Government in the last 7 years? Isn't this a reflection
of aleadership vacuum? Leadership is not just about
waxing eloquent about grandiose schemes but about
completing them within a definite time line. That is
genuine political leadership! Everything else is political
branding and unfortunately politicians are buying into
a brand name - that of a political party. A political
party in itself is meaningless if the people in it do not
show any signs of statesmanship!

LOOKING BACK

April 14, 1989

Laitkor Durbar threatens stir

The combined Durbar
ofLaitkor and
neighbouringvillagers have
stronglyprotested the
Governmentdecision to
establish a JailComplex at
Laitkor. In aresolution
passed during ajoint
meeting of the villages,the
Durbar resolved thatthey
would launch anagitational
programme if theState
Govenrmentcontinued to
remainindifferent to represe-
ntations against
theproposal. Viewing
withgrave concern the
apparentindifference of
theGovernment, the
Durbarresolved to allow
thegovernment time till
March20 to reply to
therepresentations of the
JointAction Committee.

If thisdeadline is not

met, the JointAction
Committee wouldinitiate
agitational action

theresolution said.
Bodo extremists
ambush Kokrajhar
DC, SP
Bodo extremists
ambushed the
KokrajharDistrict
Commissioner
andSuperintendent of
Police,attacked security
force andtorched bridges as
the 175hour Assam bandh,
called byABSU, continued
for theseventh day
today.Inspector General

ofPolice Mr S K Deb
toldnewsmen that
DeputyCommissioner Mr
MukeshChowla and
PoliceSuperintendent Mr
Awati Aoescaped unhurt
when theextremists attacked
them nearSaleskati last
night.The police escorting
themopened fire and
laterrecovered from the
place onebazooka, some
bombs andarrows.This was
the secondattempt on the
life of the twoofficers in the
past onemonth. The
extremistsattacked  the
Nagarbali Policecamp under
Sidli policestation last night.
Policereturned the fire. No
casualtywas reported.
There was anencounter
between a CRPFpatrol and
extremists at KanoDang
under GossaigaonPolice
Station but no one
wasinjured. The extremists
alsofired at the Additional
Circlelnspector of Sidli while
hewas proceeding
toRunikbata. Police
returnedthe fire, he said.Mr
Deb said the extremistsalso

set on fire five
thatchedhouses at
Kashiram Nagarunder

udalguri police stationin
Darrang district last night.A
wooden bridge at
MajjirGaon was also set on
fire butpolice extinguished
it.

Lack of statesmanship traits
in regional leadership

After more than forty
years of statehood, the
expectation and desire to
see stable and reliable
regional governance is just
like a dream in a fictional play.
The primary reason for this
is because regional parties
will never be able to forge a
united front and the
situation that prevents such
alliance is purely because
political leaders are taking
issues in a personal way and
discard the interest of the
state and its citizens. And
what makes them think in this
manner is perhaps because
their level of understanding
and common sense is very
poor therefore they cannot
downplay and suppress the
ego and attitude which is a
common trait amongst the
mediocre and uneducated.
Another  factor  that
contributes to this dilemma
is also because of the
educational background of

the person.
The general election to
the  state  legislative

assembly is almost due with
few months left for fresh
elections. Those who are
captivated and tempted by
the luxurious lifestyle of
being an MLA or minister are
anxiously awaiting and
gearing themselves through
various tricks and tactics to
get a share of this cake
irrespective of who comes to
power. That hardly matters
to those. Many are still
thinking that the MLA's job
is simply helping the lower
income group who are daily
labourers, illiterate villagers
or market hawkers by
providing them with some
financial  support or
assistance on how to obtain
old-age pension, school
fees and some other
compensation available for
BPL categories. Some are
dumping foodstuff in the
homes of bereaved families
especially the poor ones for
feasting by neighbours,
friends and relatives at least
for three days. Then we
have dropout freaks cum
contractors with a coterie of
their labourers who are
joining political parties and
trying to elevate themselves
to the position where they
think they can meddle with
the MLA Schemes after
duping their own mentor.
There is another group of
aspirants who are
government employees with
no more scope for promotion
are now quitting their jobs
and joining political parties
for the sake of contesting
elections. Now an important
question arises here which
a vigilant public should

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

question when a 'just
retired'’ government servant
contests election. I feel that
proper investigation
should be initiated as to
how such persons are
getting political support
base in a particular
constituency if not by
misusing the departmental
position and schemes in
order to gain political
mileage. Political parties
who encourage such
candidates are equally
guilty and not free from
such indulgence in mal-
practices and corruption. If
the people want a
corruption free-
governance, then they
should consider these
things and never entertain
such candidates.

If more and more of
these classes of leaders are
coming  forward to
represent the people in the
legislative process, then we
are entering into the darkest
hours of our political
journey. Instead, people
need to be brought out from
poverty and BPL status
through meaningful
policies and programs. A
state and society should
strive to become self-
reliant in all aspects in order
to take care of its own
citizens right from job
creation to resource
mobilization and this
should be the goal of
governance. This can only
be achieved if political
leadership assumes a new
role which is noble and by
putting the people and their
wellbeing as a priority to
the extent that if there is a
better legislator he should
be given a chance

A voice for regional
alliance has been echoed
and seems to have gained
some momentum. But the
genuine alliance will be
only fruitful if some
sacrifice is made in order to
seal the union. But the sad
thing is that leaders of
political parties are seeing
this alliance as an
opportunity for them to
become Chief Minister or to
hold some key portfolio
and therefore they straight
away jump to seat sharing
and adjustment. If this is
the approach, then there is
no hope for any regional
governance in the coming
election. A concrete
alliance cannot be achieved
in a fortnight just because
two leaders have decided
to forge an alliance. In fact
it should penetrate and be

internalized by people at the
grass root level and by
sensitizing each and every
person on specific matters
pertaining to the state's
legislations and policies for
the people, that can be
achieved only through
regional governance. By
declaring that a Chief
Minister should be from
Shillong is ridiculous and
illogical. After all who ever
becomes Chief Minister will
have to reside in Shillong. In
the same manner the
President or Prime Minister
need not be from Delhi only.
On the other
hand if the alliance is strictly
for candidates or respective
parties to win the seat as it
appears and the leader of the
largest group will be the
Chief Minister, then another
blunder is being committed
by befooling the general
public. At the end only few
will benefit. The idea that HS
Shylla has spearheaded -
namely the movement for
regional alliance is primarily
for the interest of the people
of the state as he has rightly
cited an example about the
"Three-flag Government" of
1978 that has brought in the
Land Transfer Act. There
was a great difference
between the then regional
alliance and the present
conception for an alliance.
Those were the days where
the alliance was
orchestrated by the
indigenous leaders having a
cause for the state and the
people to fulfill the
incomplete task of the
statehood movement.
Whereas any alliance
conceptualized now seems
to be more party -centric.
The problem
with our political
backwardness is because we
have not been able to
produce political leaders
who can take the entire state
forward including each and
every citizen. What we have
so far are only have knights
and bishops who are trying
to play the role of a king and
queen in a game of chess.
And therefore, nobody is
interested in the issues
affecting the general public
and the future of the children
of the state such as
education, economic growth.
All that has been promoted
is a localized issues or
agenda pertaining only to a
certain section in the society
like border dispute, MUDA
encroachment and some
others problem that any
particular constituency is

facing. Perhaps because
of this mentality and
concept a candidate
continues to get re-
elected again and again
from the same
constituency even if he is
visionless. Another
undisputed fact is that
every MLA wants to a
Chief Minister one day or
the other so that he or she
can divert the entire
development fund to his/
her constituency.
Another
hindrance to good and
effective governance is
the  foolishness  of
political parties to harness
and nurture the concept
of "winnability". This is a
hypocrite concept and
practice that has deeply
ruined the scope for good
and effective governance.
Yet another mistake that
has been committed is the
recognition ascribed to
dropouts who are NGO's
leaders by certain section
of the society. What good
do we expect from such
political cadres, a lemon
can never turn into an
orange. They  will
definitely undermine the
initiative of any good
prospect of the
movement. Our student
organization is not able
anymore to fight any
issues in a noble and
logical way through
appropriate platform and
forum. Every agitation and
protest is preceded by
violence like an arrogant
ancient outlaw who
enjoys traumatizing
innocent people. We the
Khasis believe that the
blood of the innocent will
not die in vain but groan
before the maker. If we
resort to these kinds of
tactics, we endanger and
invite  unprecedented
wrath to  ourselves
including our bloodline or
family members. And by
destroying assets whether
private or government, we
impoverish ourselves and
minimize the opportunity
for growth. What we need
now 1is 'The second
generation-hill state type
of movement' led by
intellectuals who are men
of vision and of sound
calibre because there is
pending unfinished task
of that hill state
movement.
The purpose of this
writing is to remove the
dross that is associated

with the political
leadership so that it will
pave the way for

statesmanship type of
leadership.

TOTHE EDITOR

Make our

highways safe

Editor,

The density of small
vehicles is growing every
quarter and hence our state
highways connecting
various places including
tourists points should be
made safe and secure so
that unforeseen accidents
and deaths to innocent
people do not occur. The
road on National Highway
40 that connects all the way
down to Dawki and onwards
across our national border
should be given top priority
especially between
Laitlyngkot area up to
Pynursla. The ravines and
points of stoppage that
draw tourists are fraught
with danger on this entire
route. The SDO, PWD at
Pynursla and Shillong
should pay attention to this
issue. As they say
prevention is better than
cure, hence unforeseen
incidents should be best
avoided. Perhaps Mr
Tynsong the MLA from the
area is aware of this lacunae.

Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar,
Viaemail

Religion and

egoism

Editor,

It is indeed very childish
to debate and fight over the
supremacy of one religion
over another. A friend of

mine once jokingly told our
Swiss friend who was about
to return home, "Look at the
sun of Kolkata; this is not
the sun of Zurich!" Our
Swiss friend enjoyed the
joke. But in religion, such
comparisons are not to be
taken lightly!
Unfortunately, this is the
very issue which forces us
to have our brothers' blood
on our hands. As a matter
of fact, this is the inherent
problem of every religion.

The reason has been
beautifully explained by the
Mother (spiritual
collaborator of Sri

Aurobindo). She said, "The
first and principal article of

these established and
formal religions runs
always, 'Mine is the

supreme, the only truth, all
others are in falsehood or
inferior." For without this
fundamental dogma,
established credal religions
could not have existed. If
you do not believe and
proclaim that you alone
possess the one or the
highest truth, you will not
be able to impress people
and make them flock to
you."

On religion, Sri
Ramkrishna used to say,
"Many opinions, many
paths." This means that
every religion has the same
goal even though their
paths are different. Indeed,
every religion ~ in one way
or the other ~ has
contributed to our

progress. Sri Aurobindo
said, "Each religion has
helped mankind. Paganism
increased in man the light of
beauty, the largeness and
height of his life, his aim at a
many sided perfection;
Christianity gave him some
vision of divine love and
charity; Buddhism has
shown him a noble way to
be wiser, gentler, purer,
Judaism and Islam how to be
religiously faithful in action
and zealously devoted to
God; Hinduism has opened
to him the largest and
profoundest spiritual
possibilities. The world
would have been a better
place if all these God - visions
could embed themselves in
each other; but intellectual
dogma and cult egoism
stand in the way."
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Dress, culture
and peer

pressure

Editor

Dress and dressing is an
important socio-cultural
practice cutting across the
boundaries of nations in all

the human inhabited
continents. However,
dresses are not just

restricted to regional cultures
and ethnicity in this
millennium; but also to
official requirements and big
multinational  corporate

culture, fashion statement,
different styles, global,
local and regional brand
names, weather and
season based need,
economy and personal
choice. Hence, a specific
dress appropriate for one
culture, country or society
may or may not be
acceptable or appreciated
in another culture, country
or a different society.
However, advocating for
global human rights, one
should have the freedom
to choose his/her clothes
and dress of choice
without any restriction;
unless there is a specific
reason for its acceptability,
security or moral and/or
cultural issues associated
with it. Different
ethnicities and societies
have different views
regarding appropriate
dressing and that needs to
be respected too and
cannot be disregarded in
terms of rights only.
Furthermore, societies
across the planet are now
unjustly driven by peer
pressure and gorgeous
advertisements on various
media outlets. Hence we
often dress falling to that
pressure to fit in better
with our peers and this
cannot be underestimated
too.
Yours etc.,
Saikat Kumar Basu
Lethbridge AB
Canada T1J 4B

AAGC -Idea
whose time
has come

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

The Asia Africa Growth
Corridor (AAGC) portends
the advent of change in the
power corridors of global
politics. From a Cold War
driven bipolar world divided
in two camps the world has
become a multi-polar today.
It has also

released . This document
articulated the significance
of creating new frontiers for
growth by capturing the
international infrastructure
market. The document
argued for tripling
infrastructure sales by 2020.
The strategy

resulted in the

Beating the Rhetoric

looked at

decreasing
importance of
Europe which is trying to
reinvent itself and an
emerging Asia. China and
India have been pivotal to
the discourse of a fast
changing multi-polar world.
In the midst of these events
one emerging story is that
of Africa. In the past few
decades countries around
Africa have begun to
witness a new era of
economic development.
While traditional powers like
South Africa and Nigeria
continue to be flag bearers
of the African story, new
entrants like Botswana are
beginning to make a mark.
While Africa still battles with
challenges posed by
history, it is beginning to
witness a shift.

The past decade, has
however, also led to the
development of regional
partnerships. The Chinese
led, One Belt One Road
(OBOR) initiative is the flag
bearer of such a scheme.
OBOR which will run
through 60 nation promises
to bring development to
these countries spread
across three continents
while boosting global trade.
While countries around the
world have warmed to the
concept, other powers like
India have predictably
chosen to watch the events
unfold carefully.

And in the midst of all
these it perhaps came as no
surprise that on May 2017
during the African
Development Bank (Afdb)
meeting, an Asia Africa
Growth Corridor (AAGC)
document of economic
agreement between India
and Japan was discussed.
Developed by three think
tanks spread across India
and Japan the AAGC in
essence is a Indo-Japan
partnership which seeks to
develop quality
infrastructure in Africa while
complemented by digital

connectivity.
The AAGC would
consist of four major

components development
and cooperation projects,
quality infrastructure and
institutional connectivity,
capacity and skill
enhancement and people-
to-people  partnerships.
These four components are
complementary to promote
growth and all round
development in both the
continents. The AAGC
seeks to build on decades
of goodwill earned by India
in Africa to engage in newer
partnerships and roles.
Unlike other countries India
has followed a model of
development which is free
from conditions in Africa
which has earned it
tremendous amount of
goodwill across African
nations. In 2015 India had
extended a $10 billion aimed
at development projects
over five years and offered
$600 million in grant
assistance, including an
India-Africa development
fund of $100 million. Indian
engagement has focused on
education, capacity
building, skill and human
resources development, and
the Pan-African e-network
supporting tele-education,
tele-medicine, and e-
commerce.

Japan on the other hand
is beginning to explore
African shores in order to
reduce its market risks in the
volatile Asian and European
markets. Japan's Africa
policy predominantly seeks
to develop infrastructure.
Japanese PM Abe Shinzo
has committed $30 billion
investment by 2018 out of
which $10 billion would be
earmarked for infrastructure
alone. In 2013 the "Japan
Revitalization Strategy" was

Africa while
discussing strategic
initiatives for obtaining
overseas markets. The
Keidanren (Japan Business
Federation) had also
identified African countries
as priority regions in its

"Toward Strategic
Promotion of the
Infrastructure  Export"

policy proposal. Seen in this
backdrop it is only natural
that India and Japan must
come together with a
development proposal that
would seek to further propel
the African story. The
AAGC seeks to do the same.

Digital connectivity is
also the prime edifice of the
AAGC programme. It will
help the growth of
innovation and technology
services in Africa which will
capitalise on the knowledge
conundrum of the Asian
superpowers of India and
Japan. Quality
infrastructure connects
people, towns, regions and
countries, and  helps
unleash their potential for
growth. It consists of five
remarkable aspects. These
aspects are: (a) effective
mobilisation of financial
resources; (b) their
alignment with socio-
economic development and
development strategies of
partner countries and
regions; (c) application of
high-quality standards in
terms of compliance with
international  standards
established to mitigate
environmental and social
impact; (d) provision of
quality of infrastructure
taking into account aspects
of economic efficiency and
durability, inclusiveness,
safety and  disaster-
resilience, sustainability as
well as convenience and
amenities; and (e)
contribution to the local
society and economy. At
the same time the growth
model propelled by the
AAGC model would be one
that would be in harmony
with the local environment,
community and people's
livelihood.

Commentators  have
chosen observed that
AAGC is a response to the
Chinese's OBOR by China's
biggest Asian rivals India
and China. Yet AAGC
cannot be seen in terms of
competition to OBOR. The
scale of AAGC at this stage
is much less compared to the
announced scale and
magnitude of OBOR. At the
same time the fundamental
difference lies between the
philosophy of OBOR and
AAGC. Much like the
difference between China
and India's approach to
Africa the philosophy of
Chinese lead OBOR and
Indian partnered AAGC
remains different.

China concentrates on
infrastructure and cheque-
book diplomacy, whereas
India promotes a broader
spectrum of cooperation
projects and programmes
focused on the development
of Africa's human resources.
China goes solo, while India
is desirous of working with
other willing nations to
assist Africa as per the
latter's priorities. As Indian
authorities have often
clarified Indian intentions in
Africa are never prescriptive
and rather it looks at the
limitless opportunities of an
India- Africa partnership.

AAGC provides a
wonderful partnership
opportunity between India
and Japan in Africa. At the
same time it would seek to
espouse an alternate model
to the OBOR initiative. The
AAGC initiative may indeed
emerge as an interesting
model in times to come.

( Views expressed by the
author are personal)
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Reviewing rules on cattle trade

IT is encouraging that the Union Environment
Minister, Harsh Vardhan has said that the
Government is reviewing the new rules for regulating

the cattle market because there are serious

objections. It has been argued that withdrawal of

the notification banning sale of cattle and buffaloes

for slaughter in animal markets is necessary.

Clarification has been made by the Centre that it has

no intention to prohibit bovine slaughter which will

adversely impact the multi-billion dollar meat and

leather processing industries. The measure can also

adversely affect dairy farming. The advocates of the

ban argue that bovines can be procured straight from

farms. The livestock markets only deal with animals

meant for milch and agriculture purposes. In the

western countries, a distinction is made between beef

cattle farmers and dairy cattle farmers. In India, when

buffaloes stop giving milk, they are sold for slaughter.

The buyer is also a businessman and takes these

buffaloes which are bought by them to livestock

markets. The farmer’s unproductive bovine is thus

paid for and the cost of fodder and labour resources

is saved. The proceeds from the transaction can be

spent on milch cattle to augment income.

If such markets are abolished, the farmer will

suffer. The ordinary dairy farmer cannot sell cattle

directly to a slaughterhouse. Trade in unproductive

bovines becomes profitable only if there is a market

where sellers and buyers meet on a single platform.

Closure of the markets will be counter-productive

for the economy.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 14, 1989

Assembly secretariat
constitutes body for
redressing staff grievances

A high
poweredCommittee
comprisingofficers and staff
of theMeghalaya
AssemblySecretariat has
been formedto examine in
depth alldisputes, claims
andcounterclaims,
complaints,grievances etc.

and tosuggest the
fundamentalrights of every
aggrievedemployee.

The Committee
wasconstituted at
thesuggestion  of  the

Speaker,Mr P G Marbaniang
at 'Staffmeet choired by him
on Feb21.

Mr Marbanian

gunderscored the need
fordiscipline and sincerity
andappealed to the officers
andstaff to upkeep the
dignityof their profession.

Whilecautioning them
againstany "ill feeling,
indifferentattitude  and

gossiping"while at work, the
speakerurged for a liberal
attitudewhile dealing with
thepublic.

Reiterating the needfor
upholding moralstandards
and a sense ofduty, he
hoped theAssembly
Secretariatwould set a good
examplefor others.

Centered on

Look N-E., Act East Policies

connectivities

India's longest bridge
over Lohit River in Assam -
Dhola-Sadiya Bridge,
opened by the Prime
Minister on 26th May is the
latest in a series of
Government efforts to
strengthen ties among
States through various
modes of connectivities.
Christened as Bhupen
Hazarika Bridge after the
great singer and composer
by that name born in Sadiya,
the event is a landmark in
the era of Look North-East
and Act East Policies.

The bridge is conceived
as an attempt to bring the
North-East to the centre
stage vis-a-vis the
mainland. It is expected to
promote integration within
the country and serve as a
gateway to East and South-
East Asia. It connects
Assam with Arunachal
Pradesh.

En route to the Eastern
world, India's North-East
has a special place in our
foreign relations and trade
combining political and
economic interests. Prime
Minister Modi has made a
timely statement that:
"North-East will play an
important role in India's Act
East Policy". The bridge is
a major project in building
infrastructure in the region
envisioned to emerge as an
important hub in India's
engagement with South-
East Asian countries.

It is one of the
"connectivity" projects
undertaken by the

Government in line with the
present motto of "Sabka
Sath Sabka Vikas" to take all
territories and the entire
population along the road of
development. By its launch
after over 10 years of
construction delay, the
North-East Region has
reached a new height in the
race for "connectivities" to
match China's ambitious
Silk Road projects.

The land-locked North-
East consists of Eight States
(earlier seven) nick named
"Seven Sisters" - Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, and Tripura plus
Sikkim. The States together
cover 7.98 per cent of the
total area of the country, but
has only 3.91 per cent of the
total population.

The Region has more
proximity with other
countries than with the rest
of India as every State has
an international border. This
frontier region has just 37 km
link with the rest of the
country, but has about 5,500
km border with other
nations.

A narrow and long

By S Saraswathi

corridor running to about
21 kms called Siliguri Neck
or "Chicken's Neck"
connects this region with
the rest of the country and
gives an appearance of
being a separate region. It
touches China in the north,
Myanmar in the east,
Bangladesh in the south-
west, and Bhutan in the
north-west. This very
geographic situation is
sufficient for its
extraordinary strategic
importance. It was officially
recognised as a distinct
region in 1971 when the
North-Eastern Council was
constituted as the agency
for development of the
eight States. The North-
Eastern Finance
Development Corporation
was incorporated in 1995.

A new initiative was
taken in 1996 when a high-
level commission was
established in the Planning
Commission to assess the
backlog in the development
of basic minimum services
in the region and find out
the inadequacies in
infrastructure
development.

The Department of
Development of North-
Eastern Region was created
in 2001 and was raised to
the status of a Ministry in
2004. It marked the
recognition of all-round
importance of this region
for internal progress and
national security. The
heightened awareness of
the people of the region and
their expressions of needs
and aspirations were the
driving forces behind the
Ministry.

The North-East has
been included in the special
launch of the National
Rural Health Mission and
was a region of special
concern for the Youth
Commission constituted in
2006 to identify, encourage,
and build up the capacities
of youth population. The
Commission made some
e x cl usive
recommendations for the
youth of this region like
promoting employment
and employability and
expanding technical and
vocational education.

The North-East is
endowed with rich natural
resources like uranium,
forest wealth, coal, hydro-
power, oil and gas, and tea
plantations. It has
perennial water resource
from Brahmaputra. Such
advantages are offset by a
number of natural and man-
made problems not found

in such proportions in the
rest of India.

Challenges of
environmental degradation
mainly due to deforestation
for trade, rough terrain
making development
difficult but helping militant
activities, drug trafficking by
its situation, ethnic tensions
arising from a curious mixture
of tribal and non-tribal
people of different racial
origin, and social
backwardness caused by
gross underdevelopment
have to be encountered if the
region is to serve as the
crucial link between India
and East and South-East
Asia.

The North-East is
plagued by identity-inspired
insurgencies and also
democratic demands for
separate ethnicity-based
States within India.

Look East Policy was
framed in the 1990s in the
wake of economic
liberalisation to promote
trade relations with the
ASEAN. Investment links
and institutional linkages
with regional organisations
were established. India also
became an important player
in the emerging balance of
power in Asia.

From the beginning Look
East Policy had a component
of development of the North-
East in which linking the
region with South-East Asia

by  various transport
systems was undertaken.
This policy has been

followed by the Congress,
the United Front and the BJP
Governments at the Centre
and has presently advanced
to the next stage of Act East
Policy in foreign affairs. This
has brought into focus the
North-East Region of the
country - a region
anthropologically complex,
diverse by demography,
economically vulnerable,
and politically sensitive.
Government of India has
implemented nearly 200 on-
going road development

projects and about 20
railway projects, and
comprehensive telecom

network under the Special
Accelerated Road
Development Programme for
North-East (SARDP-NE. The
National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation is set up for
development and
maintenance of national
highways in the region.
The promise of
"poribartan” (change) which
brought about regime
change in Assam in May
2016 has to be extended and

vigorously implemented in
the entire region to
improve internal and
external relations.

India's North-East
Policy has to react to
political-economic
changes in East Asian
countries. Myanmar's
return to international
mainstream, for instance,
has opened a new gate for
India's North-East Policy.
China's moves in the
Indian Ocean Region and
its initiatives with South
and South-Asian
countries have a bearing
on India's Act East Policy.

The Master Plan on

Asian Connectivity
adopted at the 17th
ASEAN Summit aims at
building physical

infrastructure to bring
closer India and ASEAN

States for economic
development. India-
Myanmar Friendship

Road links part of the
greater India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral
highway. Mekong-India
Corridor is an initiative to
connect with CMLV
(Cambodia, Myanmar,
Laos, and Vietnam) with
Sittwe port in south-west

Myanmar.

India is keen on
implementing the BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan,

India, and Nepal) Motor
Vehicles Agreement which
is part of SAARC
Masterplan on regional
connectivity. However,
Bhutan is hesitating due to
its overwhelming
consideration for
environmental purity likely
to suffer under increased
transport. Defence of
North-East has to go along
with economic
development. India's naval
rights in the Indian Ocean
increasingly threatened

by China are to be
safeguarded.
Above all, special

efforts are needed to
integrate people of the
North-East Region and rest
of India. Incidents of
ethnic animosities faced
by students and workers
from the region in other
States of India will undo
the benefits of North-East

Policy to India and
transfer them to
neighbouring countries.
The policy of

connectivities must first
bind people of India

emotionally with a
national spirit as Indians
first. --- INFA

(The writer is Former
Director, ICSSR, New
Delhi)

TO THE EDITOR

Missionary
schools still on
track

Editor,

Apropos the letter by
Mickey M. Marwein 'Are
missionary schools
forgetting their mission?'
(ST June 5, 2017), first and
foremost  thanks  for
reminding the missionary
schools to focus on their
mission to the poor and the
downtrodden people.
However, let me strongly
remind the readers that
missionary schools are
basically set up to educate
the poor as the writer had
stated and this practice
continues till date. In fact
reservation of seats for the
poor is there, but with one
condition that they should
be hard working students
and this was vindicated
during the last HSSLC result
(science stream) in which
Lawanaibok Kharpuli a
student from a poor family
successfully topped the list
in the state. According to
the report, Kharpuli prefers
books to internet and had
not used a mobile phone till
date (ST June 9, 2017). From
this report we could say that

he is a hard working
student and he knows the
importance of education
and the struggle of his
poor parents to send him
to school. Therefore I am
surprised to read the letter
that missionary schools are
forgetting their mission by

recruiting only rich
students.

Further I am also
shocked that the writer had
mentioned only two
schools (St.Peter's
Pyndengrei and St

Anthony's Shillong). Are
there no other schools
where students find it
difficult to get admissions
when their percentage is
low? Can you mention

which school in
Meghalaya admits
students with low

percentage and rejects the
good students? Naturally
each school wants to keep
its prestige but without
neglecting the hard
working students from
poor families. I am also
amazed to see students
rushing to get admission in
these particular schools; 1
don't know why! Perhaps
they are good schools or
the results are good. And
the results are good
because the school recruits

only good and hard working
students. Therefore to say
that the school allows only
rich students is totally
wrong. Let me also inform
the writer that St Anthony's
school also has an evening
section that has been
started for the poor and
under privileged students
who cannot afford to attend
classes in the day time. The
majority  of  students
attending evening classes
are not so clever and come
from poor families, so they
work during the day and
attend classes in the
evening. Likewise, there are
many other missionary
schools which continue to
do acts of charity for society.
Thus, to say that missionary
schools are forgetting their
mission is absolutely wrong
and a prejudiced view.
Yours etc.,
Aiborlang Nongsiej
Mawkyrwat
South West Khasi Hills

Regional party
alliance a
selfish move!

Editor,
The UDP-HSPDP pre-
poll alliance better known as

pre-poll seat adjustment,
declared on May 25 last is
yet another attempt to
mislead the people of
Meghalaya that these two
state parties are of one
mind in the run up to the
2018 Assembly elections.
This alliance is nothing
short of a marriage of
convenience between the
sitting MLAs of these two
parties, only, because

there is no seat
adjustments in
constituencies where

these parties currently
have no MLAs. Then
again, there will be
contests against each
other (called friendly
matches by them) even in
some constituencies
where MLAs of these
parties exist. These parties
are silent and even ignored
constituencies where they
have sitting MDCs.
Moreover, this pre-poll
alliance (seat adjustment)
excludes other state
parties like KHNAM and
the newly floated political
party, the Public
Democratic Front (PDF),
which is very much a state
party though it has not
officially been given
recognition by the
Election Commission.

This two party coalition
is therefore an exclusive club
of those sitting MLAs and
is aimed at ensuring party
tickets to the sitting MLAs
only and to bar MDCs or
other prospective aspirants
from contesting elections
from these two parties. This
is an extremely self-centered
move by the sitting MLAs
of these two parties. There
may be other party members
who are more capable, more
popular and more acceptable
to the electorate than the
present sitting MLAs but
they are barred by this
exclusive club. This will be
more harmful and damaging
than achieving the objective.
It will pave the way for
rebellion from within these
two parties. Moreover,
traditional and committed
voters of the respective
parties will not vote for those
candidates, other than those
belonging to their own
parties. They may prefer not
to vote at all or vote for
independents or other less
traditional political enemies.

In fact, they have missed
the bus by accepting the
proposal put forth by H.S
Shylla, whose proposal was
for sincere complete poll
alliance and pre-poll seat
adjustments with all regional

parties( read state parties),
which include KHNAM,
PDF and others and not
aimed at alliance only to
suit certain individuals in
the two parties. In fact, the
people of Meghalaya who
believe in regional parties
were overjoyed to hear
that they were going for a
complete  unification
which would lead provide
voters with an alternative
to the Congress.

At the moment people
here see the BJP as the
alternative in the present
scenario. But the Party is
ill organised and has not
taken roots yet in
Meghalaya in moist of the
60 constituencies. In most
constituencies in
Meghalaya the party has
no units at all. It will take
time for it to grow and to
be widely accepted by all
sections in Meghalaya,
because the leadership
here is not capable and

some of them have
dubious antecedents.

Yours etc.,

Philip Marwein,

Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have the
full name, address and contact
number of the writer, even if they are
sent by email. Only letters with the
requisite details will be published.

Nitish's ineptness on show in Bihar board results

Populist gimmick
can’t lead to quality
improvement

By Arun Srivastava

The nature and quality of
education provided in a
state define the character of
that state and its educational
institutions. All  chief
ministers claim credit for
providing quality education
and preparing batches of
highly qualified youths. But
Nitish Kumar, who has been
ruling Bihar for the past
eleven years, has been quite
euphoric about his
government's achievements
in the educational sphere.
He often boasts of raising
the standard of education.
But the fact remains that a
deep cancerous malaise
continues to inflict the state
and Kumar has proved to be
an utter failure.

Nothing could explain it

results. Various factors,
including availability of
teachers and infrastructure
like laboratory, will be
assessed." Astonishingly,
the so-called CEO of Bihar
did not have enough time to
look into these aspects
during his eleven years of
rule notwithstanding his
rhetoric of providing quality
education. One statement of
Nitish, nonetheless,
underlines his inability and
helplessness in checking
the rot: "People have put in
place such things inside the
entire examination system
that they manage to find
ways to do something
wrong".

In fact, governor Ram
Nath Kovind had long ago

Shockingly, Nitish blamed a "few
Biharis" for ruining the state's image
by fuelling such controversies. In 2016,
the arrest of Arts topper Ruby Rai had
taken the lid off the scam. Even the then
BSEB chairman and several others top
functionaries were arrested. In this
backdrop, it is indeed intriguing how
Ganesh Kumar could indulge in the
forgery without the help of the officials.

better than his snappish
approach to the poor
performance of  the
intermediate students at the
recent board examinations,
with only 30 per cent of the
students getting through.
Instead of pulling up the
board officials for their
failure to streamline and
improve the performance, he
patted them for the
'achievement'. While he
defended the Bihar School
Examination Board (BSEB)
and the education
department and ironically
blamed Ganesh Kumar, who
was declared Class XII
(Arts) topper in the BSEB
examination for committing
forgery. He applauded the
board officials for detecting
the forgery committed by
Ganesh, who has since been
stripped of the honour.

Shockingly, Nitish
blamed a "few Biharis" for
ruining the state's image by
fuelling such controversies.
In 2016, the arrest of Arts
topper Ruby Rai had taken
the lid off the scam. Even the
then BSEB chairman and
several others top
functionaries were arrested.
In this backdrop, it is indeed
intriguing how Ganesh
Kumar could indulge in the
forgery without the help of
the officials.

Nitish was ebullient of
this achievement of his
education officials, but did
not speak a word on the
plight of education in the
state. On the contrary, he
seemed to have been very
happy with the poor show.
He said: "Following the
irregularities last year, the
BSEB took stringent
measures to ensure fair
examination. For instance,
the answer sheets were
evaluated by experts.
Besides, there is an informal
internal mechanism in the
BSEB under which the
results of top 10 students in
every stream are Cross-
checked, followed by
physical verification of the
candidates". However, this
argument of Nitish has been
openly challenged by
students. They assert that
no proper evaluation has
been done. Many of them
said they had been given
fewer marks than they
actually deserved.

Nitish has adopted the
innovative idea of lowering
the percentage of pass
marks for improving the
pass rate so that it shows
higher quality of education
in the state. Yes, one idea
has dawned on him: "a
comprehensive assessment
will be done for those
schools which  have
witnessed zero per cent

spoken about the sorry
state of education in Bihar.
Addressing an academic
gathering, he cautioned that
higher education in the
state was on the verge of
collapse. He even went to
the extent of calling the
officials concerned and the
minister for higher
education to impress upon
them the need to put higher
education on the right track.
Among the issues plaguing
higher education in Bihar
are the shortage of teachers
and officials in colleges,
which  has adversely
impacted educational
activities, and the resultant
migration of talented
students to other states for
better educational options.

In April 2013, the
government announced an
innovative policy called
'Mission Gunvatta' (MG) to
improve learning outcomes

amongst students
attending elementary
government schools. The
programme had two
components. The first

focused on strengthening
governance and school
processes. The second
component was an effort to
strengthen the pedagogy
by re-grouping children in
standards three to five
according to their learning
levels rather than age, and
provide them with remedial
education for two hours. But
the programme simply failed
to work.

Evaluation is something
more than the examination.
It encompasses quantitative
and qualitative description
and value judgment, but in
the examination neither of
the two happens. It is the
students who are a better
source of information about
the communication skills of
a teacher than anyone else.
Evaluation offers a way to

determine whether an
initiative has been
worthwhile in terms of
delivering  what  was
expected.

Instruction and
evaluation are integral

elements of education. It is
the duty of the teacher to
find out whether the
students have achieved
their targets. Frequent
examinations make students
aware of the need to learn
and update constantly. But
unfortunately this is not
happening. After Nitish
became chief minister it was
expected that he would
initiate the process of
improving the quality of
education in the real sense,
and not indulge in populist
gimmick. But he has been a
disappointment!

(IPA Service)
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MeECL - Where does
the buck stop?

IS there a system of accountability by which

consumers can get their rights redressed without

going through the rigmarole of a legal or quasi-

legal process such as a consumer court? Citizens

pay direct and indirect taxes for every product

they purchase and this includes electricity which

has become a scarce commodity in Meghalaya.

In the city of Shillong citizens complain of frequent

power outages, sometimes as many as a dozen

times in a single day. Their electrical and electronic

gadgets are at risk of going kaput but the
Meghalaya Electric Corporation Limited (MeECL)
headed by bureaucrats who do not have the

faintest idea of generating profits on which to run

the Corporation and to sustain it, don't care a hoot!

This has gone on for decades and Government

continues to pump in good money into an evidently

failed project because it has not exercised its mind

on how to re-energize this monolithic institution.

Also politicians have vested interests in retaining
the MeECL so they can push in their kin to be
employed there despite the glut in the job market.

After its corporatization, MeECL ought to have

been run as a profit-making entity but apart from

the change of name from a Board to a Corporation,

itis run like any other Government Department

without any system of accountability or

performance evaluation which are critical factors

in a profit-making corporate.
Today the MeECL does not have the capacity
to provide intermittent power to the people of

Meghalaya, so all talk of energy- driven

entrepreneurships and software industries is

bogus. There's a huge gap between the idealism

of the Government and the ground realities. Also

this Government has its share of favoured

bureaucrats who manage to get quiet extensions

away from the public eye and whose ability to

deliver even while they were in active service is

highly suspect. It has been stated times without

number that the MeECL needs a complete make-

over with a robust business model which the

Government is ill equipped to come up with. It's
high time the MeECL is divested and the private
sector brought in, else, public money which could

have gone into other more productive projects

such as health and education is being sunk in to
the MeECL, with much of that money leaking into
private pockets of engineers and contractors. The

nexus is deep and insidious. The power situation

is far worse in the villages where people have no

voice or political clout. Will the people of

Meghalaya continue to tolerate this top-heavy,

irresponsible loss-making Corporation which,

while charging the public a hefty power tariff is

unable to deliver energy efficiently? Time to hold

the MeECL to account through a public hearing!

The belt and road forum :
India hits the nail

India was right not to
attend the Belt and Road
Forum (BRF) in Beijing.
China's acts of commission
and omission actually made
it impossible for India to
attend. Any project
involving several countries
in Asia and even beyond,
and presented as serving a
collective interest, cannot be
announced without any
prior consultation.
Diplomatic work has to be
done in advance with
concerned countries with
the purpose and scope of
such a project, and their
views and priorities reflected
in defining it. Only when
broad support for the
concept emerges through
consultations should such
an ambitious project with
major geopolitical and geo-
economic implications be
considered ripe for
announcement.

Actually the concept was
announced unilaterally by
President Xi Jinping as his
initiative to which other
countries were invited to
join. The assumption was
that for realising Xi Jinping's
China dream others could be
mobilised on the back of
China's growing economic
strength, its  massive
financial resources and the
allurements it can offer. If the
Beijing Olympics signaled
China's emergence on the
global scene, the BRF
formalised China's ambition
to dominate the Eurasian
landmass in transition
towards an equal status with
the United States. All the
lines of connectivity across
Eurasia have been drawn
unilaterally by the Chinese
on the map. India has not
figured in these connectivity
links, except the Kolkata port,
but if Kolkata figures in
these Chinese maps it is not
because of any prior
consultation with India. Even
the label given to the project
is purely Chinese and makes
little sense. There are
multiple belts, not just one,
and how can there be a road
on the sea? The absurdity of
the  designation only
underlines the purely
Chinese character of the
project.

In India's case, China is
guilty of serious acts of
commission too. China
announced the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), fully aware of its
political implications for
India. The CPEC runs
through territory that is
recognised by both Pakistan
and China as "disputed"
with India. China has a very
clear position on developing
infrastructure in "disputed"
territories. It objects to any
development projects in
Arunachal Pradesh over
which it continues to make
untenable claims. Only a few
days ago, on the occasion
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurating the new
bridge on the Brahmaputra
River in Assam, the Chinese
Foreign Office has asked
India to exercise restraint in
developing infrastructure in
Arunachal Pradesh. It does
not feel obliged to follow its
own advice in the case of
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(POK).

China is emphatic that it
will  not make any
concessions on issues
involving its sovereignty,
but it expects India to ignore
the violation of its
sovereignty over the whole
of Jammu & Kashmir that the

By Kanwal Sibal

CPEC clearly constitutes.
China's position that the
CPEC does not involve
sovereignty issues and
that it is only an economic
project is dishonest. If
China sees the CPEC as a
vital part of its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and is
willing to invest billions in
the corridor, it is
inconceivable that it will
accept any transfer of
sovereignty over this
territory that would put all
its investment in danger. If,
as some Chinese
commentators argue, China
is semi-landlocked and that
access to the sea through
Pakistan and Myanmar
provides it badly needed
additional coast-lines for its
western regions, then the
CPEC is a strategic project
for China not merely an
economic one. If China
wants to sidetrack the
sovereignty issue by
characterising them as left-
overs of history that
should not stand in the
way of development, then
it should apply the same
logic to Arunachal Pradesh
and not obstruct funding
by international financial
institutions of  small
development  projects
there, besides demanding
a clarification from the
Japanese  that their
involvement in developing
infrastructure in our north-
east will not include
Arunachal Pradesh, which,
regrettably, the Japanese
gave in to.

In fact, for all the major
projects that China wants
to accomplish in Pakistan,
whether dams, power
plants, highways, ports
and so on, even the
upgraded Karakoram
highway is of little use. All
heavy equipment and
material needed for these
projects have to move by
sea. China has succeeded
in becoming the world's
second largest economy
and the biggest exporting
country not because of
land contiguity with its
leading trade partners,
whether the US, Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea, the
ASEAN bloc or the
European Union. It does
not need land contiguity
with Pakistan to invest
there. If the CPEC excluded
POK from its ambit and
China had no presence on
the ground there, we would
still have concerns about
other anti-India
dimensions of the China-
Pakistan relationship.

China has always used
Pakistan as a proxy to
contain India strategically;
its decision to invest
massively in Pakistan and
incorporate it into its
political, economic and
military orbit is not an
economic project but a
geopolitical one, with
Gwadar set to become a
base for the operations of
the Chinese navy in the
Indian Ocean. China's
expansion on the land
mass of FEurasia is
complemented by its
expansion in the Indian
Ocean area, squeezing
India in the middle. Sri
Lanka is playing a critical
role in this regard, with the
appearance of Chinese
submarines in Sri Lankan
ports presaging a challenge
to our security interests in

the Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Sea.

We have for many
months been signalling our
serious reservations about
the BRI as conceived. We
view it as China's national
initiative  which  other
countries are not obliged to
join, especially as it has been
undertaken without
consultation with India.
China has been asked to
show understanding of
India's sensitivities on
sovereignty issues just as it
summons others to respect
Chinese sensitivities. We
have officially said that for
us the key issue is whether
connectivity is built through
consultative processes or
unilateral decisions, and
have hinted that China sees
connectivity as an exercise
in hard-wiring to influences
choices. In other words, its
goal is to establish a China-
centric system in Asia that
marginalises major Asian
powers such as India and
Japan.

On the eve of the Beijing
meeting India officially
broadened its attack on the
BRI by emphasising the
importance  of  'good
governance, rule of law,
openness, transparency and
equality', as well as financial
responsibility for multilateral
connectivity initiatives,
implying that China was not
observing these
'international norms'. The
MEA spokesperson pointed
to the 'unsustainable debt
burden' for countries that will
host BRI projects (as in the
case of Sri Lanka) and to their

ecological and
environmental
consequences. Our

opposition to the BRI now
transcends the CPEC. While
seeking India's endorsement
for the BRI, an over-
confident China, believing
that the lure of Chinese
investments will over-ride
any Indian reservations, has
on other issues kept
poisoning the atmosphere of
ties with India. It repeatedly
threatened India with serious
consequences if the Dalai
Lama visited Arunachal
Pradesh. It came out openly,
through its previous Special
Representative for border
negotiations that India had
to cede the Tawang tract to
China for it to consider a
border settlement. It
maintained its opposition to
India's membership of the
NSG and to the designation
of Masood Azhar as a
terrorist by the relevant UN
committee. China's clear
message to India has been
that it will continue to oppose
India strategically and that
India, in recognition of the
widening gap in the
respective

national power of the two
countries, should accept that
it cannot stand in China's
way and should adjust its
policies accordingly. Hence
the patronising statements
that India will be isolated if it
did not attend the BRF forum
and that it will lose the
opportunity to benefit from
the humungous amounts
that China intends to invest
abroad as part of the BRI

China's Consul General in
Kolkata has belaboured this
line most recently and hoped
India would attend BRF 1II in
2019. China is seeking India's
endorsement of the BRI for
several reasons. If India

joins, it will mean that it
accepts the inevitability of
China's supremacy in Asia.
China  would have
incorporated India into its
grand design for Asia
under its leadership. China
probably realises that even
if India cannot entirely
prevent its neighbours
from participating in the
BRI, the implementation of
the project will be
accompanied by tensions
and even a degree of
confrontation. India is the
only country that can
stand up to China in Asia.
All other countries are
either too small or have
profound economic links
with China to do so. If
India's resolve is broken,
China will be able to
operate without
resistance.

China is working to
undermine India's position
from within by courting
business, academic and
media  lobbies  that
question the wisdom of
government's decision on
boycotting BREF, think that
the BRI is a reality that
cannot be ignored and
believe that India is losing
an opportunity to build a
beneficial investment
relationship with China.
Our open system allows
the Chinese to do so,
whereas we have no
opportunity to provoke
introspection within China
about the wisdom of its
antagonistic policies
towards India. Believing
that it will prevail, China is
even playing patronising
diplomatic games with us
by suggesting, as its
ambassador to India did
recently, that it can
designate the CPEC as the
China-Pakistan-India
corridor, which implied
that China can trade with
J&K through the CPEC
and thus provide China
double benefit. China
speaks of linking the BRI
with our own Act East
projects, knowing that the
sub-text of this would
mean implicitly endorsing
the CPEC as well as
China's geopolitical and
geo-economic ambitions
in Asia and working with
it as a junior partner.

The bottom line is that
we can deal with China
bilaterally on the economic
front without having to
join it in promoting its
leadership ambitions in
Asia at our expense. The
prize of the India market-the
world's  fifth largest
economy and set to
become the third largest in
due course-is much more
important for China than
that of the smaller countries
straddling the BRI. If China
can counter us
strategically and believe
that this should not deter
expansion of economic
ties, we have sent a similar
message to China, namely,
that we are open to
engagement with China
bilaterally to the extent it
serves our national interest.
Our priority has to be to
accelerate the
implementation our own
connectivity projects in the
region, besides internal
connectivity between our
ports and the hinterland
that will bolster not only
our economic growth but
also our export capacities.

(The writer is a former
Foreign Secretary)

TO THE EDITOR

Beforeit's too
late
Editor,
June 5, World

Environment Day is not the
only day to go for mass
cleaning drives and other
environmental activities to
show our respect towards
Mother Nature. It should be
more about changing our
mindsets towards the
environment and to educate
our young ones that our
surroundings  are  as
important to us as the food
we eat and the air we
breathe. As a young
visionary and student who
is concerned about the
degradation and pollution
of  the environment,
together with some friends
of the same purpose, we

have tried our level best to
take up issues of pollution
in Shillong city, mass
cleaning drives in market
hubs to make people more
aware about cleanliness and
health. We have organised
tree plantation, awareness
programs and free
campaigns in schools and
villages in the outskirts of
Meghalaya. It was a
wonderful journey until we
encountered  the  big
business elites of cement
industries who encroached
into acres of forest land,
polluting the nearby rivers.
The setback was due to
political intervention but this

did not deter us from
fighting and spreading
awareness about

conservation of nature in
sustainable ways.
It is unfortunate that the

NGT had to interfere in our
land which we should
ourselves have conserved
for our future and present
generation. Our  state
machinery has failed to
address environmental
issues like the illegal stone
mining in  Balpakram
National Park, the high acid
content in Lukha river in East
Jaintia, dumping of solid
waste and sewage waste
into Wah Umkhrah and
Umshyrpi, rat hole mining,
releasing of untreated
polluted water to rivers by
hotels and guest houses etc.
There are many more
environmental issues like the
acid mine drainage in
Simsang river, pollution in
Myntdu river, the flash
floods in West Khasi Hills
and Garo Hills and pollution

of critical catchment areas
in East Khasi Hills, our
biodiversity  hotspots,
landslides etc, apart from
the ongoing issue of
uranium mining, that need
to be addressed.

We may have received
the environment awards
among the small states
category but people should
be more aware at ground
zero. We have had enough
of lectures on sustainable
development and promises
to meet our basic
necessities which were
supposed to have been
delivered after the very first
election in 1972. But we still
don't have electricity,
potable water, employment,
sustainable livelihoods
etc., which are our
fundamental rights. Will the

2018 election come up with a
state policy for
comprehensive
development; of social and
financial inclusion and of
promoting a sustainable way
of living?

We can only protect the
environment if we change our
attitudes. At the moment we
are killing the earth by our
destructive actions.

Yours etc.,
Wallamkupar Nongsiej
Viaemail

Zika enters
India

Editor,

The World Health
Organisation confirms the
first three Zika virus cases in
India - at Gujarat's

Ahmedabad. We need to be

on red alert as Zika virus
can cause epidemic in no
time. It is also a matter of
concern that other
mosquito - borne diseases
like malaria, dengue and
chikungunia keep on
taking many lives every
year in our country. let us
not forget that Sri Lanka
has become a malaria-free
country despite its long
history with the disease.
Now, Sri Lanka has got the
status of the second
malaria-free country in the
Southeast Asian region
after Maldives. India
should take lessons from
these two countries to
eliminate the menace of
deadly vector - borne
diseases.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Cattle Trade Control

States slaughter
centre

By Insaf

Holy Cow! The Centre
has made a mis-steak.
Governments of Kerala,
West Bengal, Karnataka,
Puducherry and Tripura are
all set to block it from
looking for  greener
pastures, its Hindu vote
bank. High Courts are in a
tizzy and have given
cownter decisions. IIT
Chennai students in Tamil
Nadu are livid over attempts
to change their food habits,
beef or no beef. Indeed, the
notification banning sale of
cattle for slaughter through
livestock markets and animal
is a no-go. Chief Ministers
Pinarayi Vijayan, Mamata
Banerjee, K Siddaramiah, V
Narayanswamy and Manik
Sarkar have called it
‘undemocratic’,
‘unconstitutional’,
‘violation of the spirit of
federalism’ as it’s a State
issue, ‘anti-people’, etc.
And, they will not implement
the order. Rightly so, for how
does the Modi government
propose to deal with the
notification hitting hard the
cattle farmers, those
employed in dairy and
leather business, among
others? More job losses
cannot be an agenda in
furtherance of the Hindutva
one. And, what about the
North East, where beef is
traditional  food and
simmering within the BJP
allies have already begun?
The backlash should force
the Modi government to
retract. Its argument that the
regulation is to protect
animals from cruelty is

with the peacock’s tears.”
Justice MC Sharma also
asked Raje Government to
amend the Bovine Animal
Act to raise punishment for
cow slaughter to life
sentence. His justification
for the bizarre order of 139
pages was the Vedas, which
“say those who kill cows
should be massacred”. This
order dealt not with the
Centre’s notification but
with an NGO’s writ petition
in 2010 over reported
corruption in a State-run
Gaushala where many
cows had died. The judge
quoted chapter and verse
from Vedas and even
research on healing powers
of cows: it exhales oxygen,
its urine destroys germs,
stops ageing, its ghee
prevents disease et al. Any
logic for Centre to do away
with the Bengal Tiger? Or
rather, it should reflect on the
calibre of the nation’s
judges?

Delhi’s AAP Intolerant

The intolerance bug has
bitten the AAP in Delhi. The
Assembly got a taste of its
muscle power and that
dissent has no place here.
Its rebel leader and former
minister Kapil Mishra, who
has hit headlines with his
charges of corruption
against mentor and Chief
Minister Kejriwal was
gagged, manhandled by
some party MLAs and
ordered to be dragged out
of the House by marshals,
on Wednesday last. This
after he wasn’t allowed to
speak and thus chose to

The quarrel is now behind and it is time to
act. The Special Task Force is gearing up.
But while it is banking on its three-pronged
strategy which involves law enforcement to
control supply, preventive action at the
district level and rehabilitation, the UN

agency has a plan.

udderly ridiculous. Sooner it
makes amends, the better.
Well, certainly before it has
egg, rather in this case, cow
dung on its face!

What it could or may do
is to use the Kerala High
Court’s ruling to bail it out
of this awkward situation,
rather than worry about the
Madras High Court stay
order on its notification. A
division bench on
Wednesday last, observed
there was no constitutional
violation in the Centre’s
order. In fact, it felt its
interference was uncalled
for and dismissed as
withdrawn a PIL challenging
the order. Elaborating, it
stated that the order did not
impose any restriction on
the sale of beef or slaughter
of cattle and that the
restrictions were on sale of
cattle used for agriculture
purpose at animal markets.
No one was being prevented
from buying or selling cattle
outside the market. This was
stark opposite to the Madras
High Court’s reading of the
notification. Its Madurai
bench had a day earlier,
granted a four-week stay on
a petition challenging it on
grounds that the legislature
hadn’t categorised animal
slaughter for purpose of
food as an act of cruelty.
Here, the bench noted the
subject was under
concurrent list and
questioned how the Centre
could arbitrarily take the
decision before bringing it
to the notice of the State
government. While the two
slug it out, more cases could
add to the confusion.

Rajasthan HC’s Bizarre
Logic

Rajasthan High Court
should make the judiciary,
Centre and State
governments cringe. On his
day of retirement, its judge

suggested the cow be
declared as country’s
national animal! Like the

national bird, the peacock
which according to the
judge “is a life-long celibate.
It doesn’t indulge in sex with
peahen. It gets impregnated

raise a banner demanding “a
special Assembly be called
at Ramlila Maidan to discuss
corruption, havala dealings,
black money, foreign trips,
and benefitting relatives by
Kejriwal and Minister
Satyendar Jain.” Recall
Ramlila Maidan was the
launching pad for Kejriwal
during Anna Hazare’s anti-
corruption movement in the
Capital. Then and now is a
sorry state of affairs within
the party. With the CBI
grilling Jain, time will tell
how many will eventually
have to hang their heads in
shame.
Punjab’s
Challenge
Is there hope for Udta
Punjab? The Congress
Government looks helpless
yet is determined to rid the
State of the drug menace.

Drugs

Obviously, the State
machinery has failed
miserably. Thus, Chief

Minister Amarinder Singh
has decided to reach out to
the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) to help develop a
roadmap to root out drug
abuse in the State, one of

the promises in the
manifesto. While the
previous SAD-BJP

government claimed the
issue was blown out of
proportion by the
Opposition, the Union
Social Welfare Ministry
statistics show the numbers
were over three times as
much as the corresponding
all-India figures (three
million) for all types of drug
dependents. The quarrel is
now behind and it is time to
act. The Special Task Force
is gearing up. But while it is
banking on its three-
pronged strategy which
involves law enforcement to
control supply, preventive
action at the district level
and rehabilitation, the UN
agency has a plan. It
suggests engaging mothers
as it had proved successful
in other countries. Whether
it will work in Punjab, is
anybody’s guess. —INFA
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CBIraid on NDTV
RECENTLY the CBI raided the residence and other
properties of the promoters of NDTV, Prannoy Roy

and Radhika Roy. Itis seen as an attack on the media,

more so since the BJP spokesperson, Sambit Patra

was asked to leave the panel discussion on beef ban,

where he made certain offensive statements. This has

naturally caused sharp controversy. No one is above

the law but law should be even -handed and not

arbitrary. The Editor's Guild has expressed deep

concern over the outrage especially because Prannoy

Roy has been a very eminent TV personality. Entry

of the police and other agencies into media offices is

a matter of serious criticism. It is taken for granted

that details of the case registered against the Roys

will lead to disturbing questions about the way the

CBI functions. The allegation is that the Roys, in

cahoots with some officials of the ICICI bank were

engaged in questionable financial deals a decade

back. However, the complainant is just a shareholder
of NDTV and the bank. Except the Roys, no one
has been named in the CBI's first information report

(FIR).

The CBl is a very powerful agency and should be

above suspicion. But it is called a caged parrot

meaning that it is in the thrall of the ruling party.

Governments everywhere should be prepared to

face criticism from the media, however trenchant.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that criticism

from the media is the essence of democracy and can

help correct the shortcomings of the government. If

the media is gagged, it will mean that the government

is not accountable to society. That will also dent the
county's global image which the PM is doing his best
to enhance. It follows that the CBI should not in any
circumstances be driven by vendetta of any sort.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 20, 1989

Steps to improve SC,ST representation
in central govt bodies

The Government has
further liberalized the
employment orders to
improve the representation
of scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe communities
in central government
services.

In a statement in the Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for
Home Mr P Chidambaram
announced two decision be
a ban on dereservation in all
cases of direct recruitment in

group A,B,C and D
vacancies, besides the
present restriction that

reservation in promotion
would be applicable only to
those grades or posts were
the element of direct
recruitment does not exceed
66-1/3 percent would be
liberalized by revising the
ceiling to 75 percent, thus
bringing more grades and
posts within the ambit of
reservation orders.

Political stability not a gold
standard for good governance

The electorate of
Meghalaya places great
premium on stability. When
the state suffered from the
politics of musical chairs for
several decades, people
aspired for stability with the
hope that the incumbent
government will be given
time to carry out its stated
objectives. We have had
stability for nearly seven
years now. And what are the
results? What were the
deliverables at the
beginning of the MUA-1
government? Does anyone
know? Did we ask the
Government to share with us
the list of priority areas that
need urgent redress? Did we
ask Chief Minister, Mukul
Sangma to share the
roadmap that he has
envisaged for Meghalaya
under his watch? What are
the visible signs of
development today? Other
than the Nongstoin-Tura
highway the Shillong-
Jorabat highway and the
Shillong-Jowai bypass, are
there any major projects that
the Government can claim
credit for? And by the way
the above three projects are
all central government
projects where the state has
very little or no role to play.

Isn’t seven years long
enough to show results? Of
course it is and if you ask
me, we have been very
patient to wait so long for a
miracle we thought would be
wrought by a young and
dynamic chief minister. Alas
we are proved wrong yet
again for Meghalaya is a
very poor performing state
on several indices.

Let me list some of the
most problematic areas.

Power: The MeECL is in
the ICU but no one will
admit it until it completely
collapses. The patience of a
gullible public has almost
run dry. It will not be long
before the public gherao the
office of the Corporation.
East Jaintia Hills and part of
Garo Hills are without power
for weeks and no one lifts a
finger or even sighs
because people are so used
to getting the worst out of
the government and its
institutions. Worse, people
don’t ask  questions
because they are
conditioned to listen to
lectures, when actually
those who lecture us should
be listening more and talking
less. In the city of Shillong,
power outage has become
so outrageously frequent
that it is impossible to carry
out any activity that is
linked to energy. In every
locality power goes for at
least a dozen times a day,
thereby rendering all power-
related activities
infructuous ! Yet the

By Patricia Mukhim

Chairman MeECL
continues to adorn his
chair as if all’s well with the
world around him!
MeECL is Corporation
that reeks of incompetence
and slackness. A Chairman
of a power corporation
needs to be technically,
managerially and
financially sound so that
he knows exactly what is
wrong with the
Corporation and fixes it.
Instead what we have is an
IAS officer with no
technical skills
whatsoever, earning his
income from a Corporation
that is sinking every day.
But why would he care? In
the present system he is
only answerable to the
Government which
appointed him and pays
him. And he can give a
litany of reasons why the
Corporation is ailing and
need constant injection of
funds. The Government
listens to him with a
bleeding heart and pumps
in more money. So here is a
classic case of good
money going down the
drain year after year. And
no one winches. Not the
Chairman cum CEO; not the
engineers who are very
glib at misleading the
generalist babus; not the
staff whose only objective
is to get paid at the end of
the month. So all you have
is a decrepit Corporation
which is like Air India, is
deep in debt and few takers
should it be auctioned off.
Now coming to that
grisly part about
privatisation of the power
sector, let’s not forget that
MeECL owns prime
property around the
Umiam Lake and in several
parts of the state as well.
In recent times it appears
that MeECL has lost some
of the property in litigation.
It’s time the people of this
state seek RTI answers on
the total assets of the
MeECL; how much those
are worth in current real
estate prices; how much
land the Corporation has
lost by way of litigation,
why and to whom. It would
be interesting to find out
who is benefitting from the
loss of the MeECL. Also
which are the parties/
individuals acquiring real
estate in and around the
Umiam Lake which were

earlier owned by the
Corporation! Does the
MeECL have all the

documents of all the lands
under its ownership? I ask
these questions because
we often forget that this
state has produced tribal

elites with a vested interest
in capturing prime property
by riding roughshod over

community rights; by
violating even the
sacredness over the

‘commons’(collective
ownership) such as water
bodies, community forests,

water sources and
catchments. When we talk
about tradition and

safeguarding the rights of
indigenous people, it is land
which is the most critical of
all resources. If land is lost
we are fighting a losing battle.
And if a sizeable chunk of
our rural population is
landless and we are still
silent, then let’s face it — we
have already lost the battle.
Everything  else, the
rigmarole of elections, the
promise of a better future are
in the realm of nostalgia. We
are living in the real world; a
cruel world where only those
with political patronage make
it to the top of the economic
ladder. Everyone else falls
between the cracks and is
simply struggling to survive.

Education: Coming to
education, Meghalaya
should be ashamed of the
poor learning outcomes.
From the educational hub of
the region it has slipped into
a position that’s lower than
Arunachal Pradesh and
slightly higher than some of
the most backward states of
the country. In the 3™ round
of the National Achievement
Survey conducted by
UNICEF in 5 districts of the
state, in 243 schools and
2927 students, Meghalaya
fared the lowest from among
the 8 North Eastern states.
In Language, Meghalaya
scored only 1.9 with Manipur
scoring highest at 3.7. In
Mathematics, Meghalaya
again scored 1.9 with
Nagaland scoring the
highest at 3.4.

And the reasons are not
far to seek. In Meghalaya
only 11% of students join the
Science stream as compared
to 70% in Manipur. This is a
problem that should be
addressed urgently but is
anyone worried? Not the
Education Department; not
the Education Minister. Its
business as usual since no
one is held accountable for
the one lakh students who
have dropped out in the last
five years. And look at what
MBOoSE does! It continues to
treat education as a
commercial venture so it
buys books from private
publishers, replete with
spelling and factual errors
and which cost more and
therefore means more
burden for parents, instead
of procuring books that are

more affordable from the
NCERT. If this is not a
problem for the
Government then I wonder
what is! Yet there is no
discussion ever on
education and no mention
in the election manifestoes
of political parties. This
affects our youth, our
future! No wonder there’s
a growing number of drug
users. What else do they
do?

Roads: None of the
roads are built according
to specifications. Repairs
don’t last beyond one
season. Where is all the
money then? Who has
pocketed the money?
Don’t we have the right to
know? Look at the width
of the roads in the
localities of Shillong. They
are fit only for one vehicle.
Is this how road making is
supposed to be?

Water: The less said
the better. The PHED must
be overhauled and the
corrupt shown the door.
Hopefully a new
government with no
history will be able to do
that! As of now we are all
buying water from private
vendors!

Traffic: A Government
that has no vision to
envisage a more scientific
traffic movement within
the capital city and has no
guts to direct the schools
to use school buses to
ferry students, does not
deserve another term. And
if we are foolish enough
to give power to the same
set of people then let’s not
complain any more for
after that is the deluge.

So we are preparing
for the next elections with
the hope that things will
be better. How can that
happen when the same
people only change their
uniforms and contest from
different parties? Will
their outlooks change?
Will their corrupt nature
change? No way! In fact
many are in politics for
pure business interests!
Nothing yields such quick
returns in so short a time
than politics does. It’s the
best business! You only
have to look at the wealth
ranking of our politicians
and their acquisitions to
know you are being
royally ‘had.” So while the
electorate has been
sinking into the poverty
pit the elected today are
billionaires.

Meghalaya needs a
new government that will
have the courage of
conviction to address
corruption in the MeECL,
the PHED, PWD, Health,
Education et al!

TO THE EDITOR

AHRC creating
fear psychosis?

Editor,

Apropos the news item
“AHRC voices concern on
uranium mining,” (ST June
3,2017) I T was surprised to
find that the contents
appearing therein have
nothing new to offer to the
public except to repeat the
slogans of the anti- nuclear
lobbies. Even the few anti-
uranium mining bodies of
Meghalaya have been
echoing the same thing in
the last 15-20 odd years.
Whatever contents given by
AHRC in the news item are
nothing short of creating
hype and fear psychosis
among the masses on
uranium mining.

What surprised me most
is that the anti- uranium
mining lobbies, who are not
experts on uranium and are
not nuclear physicists, go
about proclaiming openly to
the world that mining of
uranium ore is extremely
dangerous to humans and
other living  species.
Whatever is mentioned by
AHRC in the news item is not
officially, scientifically and
medically proven. They are
mere claims by this body,
hence, they cannot be relied
upon. It is wrong and

dangerous to mislead the
people through
dissemination of information
via the media.

A team of about seven
doctors who conducted
health surveys in 2001-2002
in the uranium deposit areas
did not find any sicknesses
related to uranium effects.
Some journalists also went
with the team of doctors. So
far, there is no official and
commercial uranium mining
in the uranium mines of
Nongbah  Jynrin  and
Mawthabah areas, except
exploratory collection of
sample ores, by Atomic
Mining Directorate (AMD)
at Nongmynsong.

I therefore appeal to the
public readers and viewers
of the media not to be misled
by the anti-uranium
propaganda by self-styled
uranium experts but to lend
credence only to official
proven findings by the
uranium experts and nuclear
physicists and scientists.

Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Viaemail

Wanted
environment

activists!

Editor,
It is heartening to note

that many groups in
different parts of the state
celebrated World
Environment Day this
year as reported by your
paper. There could be
many other celebrations
which the newspaper could
not cover. Nevertheless
what has been projected
gave significant
indications that there is
more awareness among the
people about the mounting
environmental problems in
the state. Perhaps people
are now determined to
protect and care for the
environment at any cost if
the goodness that comes
out of its wellbeing is to
flow for perpetuity. One
hopes the enthusiasm of
the people during the
celebrations is beyond
tokenism and that it will
soon lead to the rise of
environmental activism in
the state .
Environmental
problems in Meghalaya
were not unknown in the
past, but only in the recent
pastis there a perception of
an impending
environmental crisis.
However, there is also the
tendency here to
consider that the
government alone has
continuity of purpose and
that it is the one body

which can take the long
term view and assume the
responsibility of protecting
the environment. Hence
public participation in the
field for so long on this
aspect has been limited.
Protection of the
environment may however
not be a serious concern
of everyone in the
government and even if it
exists it is often diluted by
other concerns. Therefore ,
it will be too optimistic

to expect that
favorable policies and
regulations for

environment conservation
would be enthusiastically
formulated here or would
be religiously applied if
brought forward. Existing
laws are applied
inconsistently and most
prohibitions that come out
of these laws are short
lived with not enough
favorable outcomes.

On the other hand ,
environmental issues in
the state are yet to be
prominently brought to
the centre of attention in
democratic politics and
therefore environmentalism
in all its varieties is still
relegated to the margins of
public life with the mass
still considering
environmental stewardship
as a luxury and not

crucial to human survival.
Those who favor sustainable
development are swamped
by those who want “ more”
development though
mostly predatory and not
universal always in its
benefits.

The push towards
environmental protection
may also be considered a
hindrance to economic
growth and a deviation from
the quick development
agenda with little
understanding that caring for
the environment need not
undermine the commitment
to development and the
removal of poverty and
deprivation. While it is not
impossible to evolve a long
term rational strategy of
development which will
enhance sustainable
resource access for those at
the bottom, while checking
the excessive demand of
those at the top, it will
however need a strong
influence and commitment
particularly from the political
leadership to get such a
strategy to emerge and be
subsequently implemented

But such  political
leadership may be hard to
come by in the state where

environmental issues do
not influence electoral
politics Therefore this calls
for sustained and committed
environmental activism to

come from the people
themselves s an
environmentalism which
seeks to protest against
the short-sighted motives
of some with adverse
consequence on others
and to prescribe less
destructive technologies
and lifestyles Such
environmentalism can be
a social program which
should  steadily gain
power, prestige and most
importantly , public
appeal.

Let us hope that each
celebration of World
Environment Day year
after year would bring
environmentalism to the
fore and produce more
environmentalists in the
state who, in the long run
can nurture a society
that does not only look
back at the past but
which will ensure that the
needs of the future are not
endangered by the

demand to meet the
needs of the present.

Yours etc.,

KL Tariang,

Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

India to face tough
times after U.S.
withdrawal from
Paris Agreement

By Yashwardhan Joshi

How will things play out
for India after the US
withdrawal from the Paris
climate pact? Guided by its
cultural heritage, India has
maintained that it is
committed to protecting the
environment. And that
commitment goes back not
to 2015, when India signed
the pact along with 193
other countries, but to 5,000
years ago to the age of the
Vedas.

The path to cleaner
environment for India and
the rest of the world will,
however, not be a smooth

one now.
The US withdrawal
means other countries

would have to cut more
greenhouse gases as per
their pledges to make up for
America’s emission targets.
America had offered to cut
its emissions by 26-28 per
cent from the 2005 levels by

the absence of American
funds and technology
transfer, since
India’s programmes are
being self financed with its
own technology, but by
America abandoning its
emissions targets and
committing reopening some
coal mines and slowing
down reduction in coal
power generation that is
going to lead to more
carbon dioxide in the earth’s
air.

So to keep the world on
the same emission pathway
of within 2 degrees Celsius,
others have to fill in the gap
by making additional
emission reductions. This
includes India as well. But
for India and some major
players such as the
European Union and Brazil,
it will be daunting task as
they already have far more
ambitious targets and action

The US pullout may mean scaling up
these targets and more ambitious
targets for the future, which would mean
more investment. If this is a negative, the
positive side of the pullout would mean
fatter and wider sources of funding for
India’s solar and other renewable

energy projects since

investors

generally look for a country with a solid
green energy policy and commitment,
and may shift their interests and capital

from the US to India.

With French

President Emmanuel Macron arriving
here at the end of the year to participate
in a summit on solar power, India can
play an important role in roping in
more countries to promote solar energy.

2025— a reduction of about
2 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide equivalent. Its
withdrawal could now add
0.3 degrees to global
warming in a worst case
scenario, according to
United Nation predictions.

Another setback to
developing countries would
be in terms of loss of
financial support of 3 billion
dollars and transfer of
technology the US had
committed under the Paris
deal to help them develop
sustainable energy sources.

There is, however, a
silver lining as several
American States, cities and
businesses have
denounced the us
government’s decision and
vowed to honour the Paris
Agreement and keep
working hard for a cleaner
and more prosperous future
for all. Among these include
California, which has the
sixth largest economy in the
world. New York City mayor
Michael Bloomberg has
already offered 15 million
dollars to the UN Secretariat
that stands to lose from the
US pulling out of the climate
accord.

But every nation,
including Germany and
France, agrees that extra
efforts will now be needed
to fulfil the goal of keeping
the global temperature rise
to less than 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
levels by the turn of this
century.

To meet that goal, India
has promised to achieve
three main quantifiable
targets by 2030— reduce its
emission intensity
(emissions per unit of GDP)
by 33-35 per cent from the
2005 levels, increase its
forest cover to create an
additional carbon sink of 2.5-
3 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide equivalent and
generate at least 40 per cent
of its total electricity from
non-fossiled fuel sources.

Now with the US out of
the pact, these targets are
likely to be affected not by

plans.

To meet its targets,
especially the one about
generating at least 40 per
cent of its total electricity
from non-conventional
sources by 2030, India is
investing  heavily in
renewable energy.
The investment is in solar
power, wind power, biomass
and hydro electricity in
order to build 175 GW of
renewable energy capacity
by 2020. According to some
estimates, the total
investment envisaged is in
the range of 175-180 billion
dollars, of which about 60
billion dollars have already
been made. This include half
a billion dollars in green
Masala bonds launched

successfully by coal-
burning behemoth NTPC
and IREDA, the

government’s funding arm
for renewable projects.

The US pullout may
mean scaling up these
targets and more ambitious
targets for the future, which
would mean more
investment. If this is a
negative, the positive side
of the pullout would mean
fatter and wider sources of
funding for India’s solar and
other renewable energy
projects since investors
generally look for a country
with a solid green energy
policy and commitment, and
may shift their interests and
capital from the US to India.

With French President
Emmanuel Macron arriving
here at the end of the year
to participate in a summit on
solar power, India can play
an important role in roping
in more countries to promote
solar energy.

India had made a
significant contribution to
the Paris Accord on behalf
of developing countries,
extracting  for  them
favourable terms. Now it has
to play a more important role
after the US pullout.

(Yashwardhan Joshi is a
journalist of long standing
and commentator on social
issues and administration)
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New moves in CPI(M)

A regimented party like CPI(M) has its own ways
of working. The party's central committee is likely
to turn down the politburo's majority opinion on
general secretary Sitaram Yechuri's Rajya Sabha
nomination. The issue will come up at the coming
central committee meeting beginning on July 17. The
controversy over the line came to the surface when
secular parties wanted Jyoti Basu to be Prime
Minister in 1996. It later manifested itself during
breaking up the alliance with the Congress
government on the Indo-US nuclear deal in 2004.
The party's political tactical line of equidistance with
the Congress and the BJP has been called in question.
The situation has changed with the BJP sweep all
over India. The case against Yechuri's nomination is
clear. First, no CPI(M) general secretary had held a
post in the Rajya Sabha before Yechuri who has
already completed two terms in the Upper House.
The party has to make an exception for him to give
him the ticket for the third time. He has to bank on
the support of forty four Congress MP's to get the
minimum forty two first preference votes to make it

to the upper house.

Bengal's CPI(M) brigade - Surya Kanta Mishra,
Biman Bose and Md. Salim are for Sitaram Yechuri's
nomination. The Bengal party is aware that it cannot
survive in the state fighting a solo battle. It had an
alliance with the Congress in the 2016 assembly
elections. But the central leadership had declared
that it was not in consonance with the party line. A
historian like Irfan Habib supports the alliance to fight
the BJP and so does former general secretary
Prakash Karat. It has also been suggested that there
can be tacit support to the Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal to resist the BJP inroads into the state.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 20, 1989

Dandavate wants probe
on file leakage

Janata Dal leader Prof
Madhu Dandavate
demanded in the Lok Sabha
today that a parliamentary
committee be set up to go
into the reported passing on
of a confidential Home
Ministry file to the editor of
Indian Express. Raising the
matter during the zero hour,
Prof Dandavate said

according to the editor’s
report in the paper the file
was made available to him
in February 1987.

Speaker Mr Balram Jakhar
told Prof. Dandavate and his
party colleague Mr Jaipal
Reddy that he would write
to the Home Minister in this
regard. “After I get his reply,
I shall come to the house.”

Corbyn emerges stronger after general elections

Labour’s Movement for a
new Britain gets momentum

Mocked and derided
from the beginning of his
career as the leader of the
Labour Party, Jeremy
Corbyn has transcended
expectations. He has
achieved the unexpected.
The individual who began
his campaign to be Labour
leader as a 100-1 outsider,
and was systematically
despised and derided as
unelectable, not only
increased the number of
Labour seats, a prospect
seen by many as
unthinkable when the
election was called on 18
April, but even made the
powerful prime minister,
May to bite the dust.

Jeremy may not have
achieved the unthinkable, to
emerge as the possible
claimant for the office of the
prime minister, but he defied
the  expectations of
opponents and pollsters
with a Labour result that
may not necessarily put him
in Downing Street, but could
deliver a hung parliament
rather than the anticipated
cull of his MPs. What was
most important that he could
achieve this feat in the face
of bitter criticism not only
from his opponents but from
severe leg pulling by some
of his own labour
comrades.

The primary reason for
his  triumph is  he
understood that voters want
to be inspired rather than
lectured; the young Britons
aspire to usher in a new
political order. Even while
the elections were
approaching fast, his
detractors tried to spread
the impression around that
Corbyn disposes what May
proposes. But
unfortunately for his
adversaries their tactics
failed; there were no takers
for this snide. It was for his
personal appeal that the
Labour registered a ten per
cent increase in its support
while Tory suffered 5 per
cent decline.

Performance of Corbyn
also cautions the political
establishment not to deride
and lampoon the political
opponents. We have been
witnessing politicians
practicising this nature of
politics. The leader of the
ruling party, precisely the
prime minister taking nasty
jibes at the opponent and

By Arun Srivastava

questioning his political
acumen and credibility.
Corbyn’s rebuff to May
should serve as the right
lesson to learn. They must
not treat them as super
humans, as Corbyn’s
detractors disparaged him.
No one knows the mood of
the people. A five per cent
swing in people’s mood
jeopardized the future of
the British prime minister.

With a hung Parliament,
May and his close aides
have already put their
efforts to salvage the
situation so that she
continues to hold the
office, obviously with the
support from some other
party, but coinciding with
this move a significant
number of Tory MPs have
started a campaign for her
removal. Their argument
has been; she has failed to
read the mind of the voters
and motivate them to stand
by her and vote for her. It
is believed that the Tory
MPs have already
converged on the new
leader, who will head the
coalition government. By
the early hours of Friday
morning, pressure was
mounting on the prime
minister to quit. Tory MPs
nurse “ she ought to go”

Jeremy Corbyn who is
attributed to have changed
the face of the British
politics and rewrite the
political history of UK has
called for May to resign
after hung parliament is
confirmed. He said people
‘have had enough of
austerity politics’ as
pressure mounts on prime
minister. Politics isn’t going
back into the box where it
was  before. What’s
happened is people have
said they’ve had quite
enough of austerity
politics.” It is quite
significant that May tasted
the defeat just 11 days
ahead of Brexit talks begin.
True enough the general
election result will be seen
as a disaster in Brussels,
where officials have been
eager to get on with Brexit
negotiations with a prime
minister in command of her
party.

This defeat has
doubt denied her

no
the

authority to begin the Brexit
talk. May had called the
election to assert her
authority. She wanted a
mandate. The mandate she
has got is lost Conservative
seats, lost votes, lost
support and lost
confidence. The Corbyn jolt
to May could be gauged
from her own observation:
“It is bad. It was a dreadful
night. I’ve lost some
excellent and remarkable
friends. This is a very bad
moment for the
Conservative party and we
need to take stock and our
leader needs to take stock.”
The former chancellor
George Osborne described
it as a “catastrophic” result.
May’s defeat also owes to
the huge societal divisions.
Unfortunately the Tories
preferred to ignore the
emerging trend.

The failure of the prime
minister’s election gamble,
taken at a stage when the
party was more than 20
points ahead in the polls,
triggered uncertainty on the
eve of Brexit talks, causing
a drop in the value of
sterling and pound. Corbyn
sustained a string of attacks
from Conservatives as well
as from the media; a number
of newspapers called on
their readers to reject him in
Thursday’s poll. They also
accused Corbyn as being
terrorist sympathizers.

This verdict reflects the
peoples’ endorsement of his
capabilities to understand
and comprehend the
existing political and
economic condition of the
country as well his alternate
model to meet the
challenges. His manifesto
was decried by his political
opponents. But the verdict
is the manifestation of
peoples’ approval of his
programmes and policies.
The young people have
undoubtedly rallied behind
him for his call to overhaul
the education system and
bring education at the
doorstep of the people to
empower them. The creation
of job and throwing away the
pretense of being the yes
man of America has been
widely appreciated.

Just a few weeks ago
Theresa May set out on the

mission to grind Labour
into dust with a snap
election whose express
purpose was to deliver a
crushing majority. In fact
three weeks ago, her party
had 20-point lead. But the
more Corbyn unpacked his
policies the lead started to
narrow. However the
people sent the rejection
slip to her. Whoever forms
the next government will
still arguably have a
mandate for Brexit, thanks
to the referendum. During
referendum Corbyn had
campaigned on a soft
Brexit platform stressing
continued access to the
single market.

Behind the facade of
wisdom an insinuation
campaign has been
launched against Corbyn
for last two years, but
when the said wisdom was
put before the national
electorate, the Labour
party emerged victorious
under Corbyn, he was
electable. Those who held
the wisdom were the
scientists.  To  take
Labour’s prospects
seriously under Corbyn
was to abandon being
taken seriously yourself. If
May manages to get a
majority, her leadership
would still be weakened, as
the Conservatives had
been hoping for a clear cut
lead in seats of up to 100.
But the Britons denied her.

May toured many
Labour-held target
constituencies for winning
over the pro-Brexit
heartlands. But
unfortunately her
proposed shake-up of

social care, which meant
people would have to pay
for care in their homes out
of the value of their
property, went down
extremely badly with
voters. Even her move to
abandon the triple lock on
pensions and withdraw
winter fuel payments from
the wealthy failed to get
support. While Carbyn
was accused of coming
out with the anti-people
and unpopular policies,
but in the true sense it now
transpires that Tory
manifesto failed to catch
the peoples’ imagination
as it was full of unpopular
policies and lacked of
incentives. (IPA Service)

TOTHE EDITOR

Tripura
Castle - a bad

experience

Editor,

With its open courtyards
and wide spaces, a dining
experience in Royal Heritage
Tripura Castle restaurant
could have promised to be a
pleasant experience. Sadly,
the treatment one is
subjected to by the
restaurant staff is in stark
contrast to the ambience. On
Sunday, 4 June 2017, I visited
the restaurant with my
parents-in-law, 7 year old
niece and 4 month-old
daughter. When we arrived
we were told to wait for a
table. I was slightly puzzled
by the demeanour of the
waiter. There was a sense of
rudeness in the way he
asked us to wait and the
Hindi words used were
"baithna parega." The
normal practice in any good
restaurant is to tell
customers how long they
are to wait for a table. Tripura
Castle did not seem to
believe in that kind of
courtesy. Considering that
we had come with a small
baby and a child, I requested
the food menu so that we
could place our order whilst
we waited to be seated. After
10 minutes of waiting and no
sign of the food menu, I went
into the restaurant to remind
the staff of my request. In
response, the cold stares
that I received from the
waiters made me feel as if I
had intruded into their
personal space. I spent more
time waiting for the menu,
and started to wonder if I had
embarrassed myself by
asking for something they
deemed below their dignity.

Thankfully, the menu
card finally arrived. We
placed our order, and
continued to wait patiently
for our table. I carried my
daughter from one place to
the other to keep her
entertained and
comfortable. 20 minutes
later another group of a
similar size arrived. We
continued to linger around
under the watchful eyes of
the waiters. By now 45
minutes had passed, and we
were very hungry and tired.
I then noticed that a suitable
table was being cleared. We
relaxed finally, and started to
get our belongings ready.
However, the staff decided
to seat the group that had
arrived twenty minutes after
us.

My parents-in-law and I
immediately lodged our
protest. In reply, we received
a cold and callous apology
from the manager with a
suggestion to wait for a
further 10 minutes. His tone
and demeanour promised no
assurance or sincerity. My
mother-in-law expressed her
displeasure at what clearly
appeared to be preferential
treatment. The manager had
no remorse, let alone any
sense to remedy the ill-
treatment meted out to us. I
would sum up my
experience as a very
unpleasant one: the staff are
arrogant, unprofessional
and incompetent. Instead of
demonstrating the culture of
hospitality, the restaurant
staff exhibited nothing but
their riches of
embarrassment.

Your etc.

Fouzia Zafar,
OP Jindal Global
University,
Sonepat

High Courts
still named after

old city-names?

Editor,

There was a move from
Central government
sometime in January 2015 for
renaming Bombay and
Madras High Courts after
long years of renaming these
cities as Mumbai and
Chennai. But till now that
change has not been
effected. Even Calcutta
High Court is to be renamed
as Kolkata High Court. It is
significant that except for
four High Courts at
Mumbai, Chennai,
Guwahati and Kolkata
respectively, all other High
Courts are named after
states of their jurisdiction.
An RTI response had
revealed that while all the
High Courts constituted
after independence, (with
the exception of Gauhati
High Couirt established in
March 1948) were named
after respective main states
of jurisdiction, the three
High Courts constituted by
British regime in pre-
independence era continue
to be named as per British
legacy on the basis of cities
of their existence even after
70  long  years  of
independence.

Union Government
should end the British
legacy by renaming
Bombay, Madras, Gauhati
and Calcutta High Courts
now as Maharashtra,
Tamilnadu, Assam and
West-Bengal High Courts
respectively to  bring
uniformity in system of
naming High Courts after
names of states rather than

on particular cities.
Proposed legislation
should incorporate feature
that names of High Courts
may be automatically
changed with change in
name of states (or cities)
without needing any
legislation.
Yours etc.,
Madhu Agrawal
Delhi- 6

Roads are the

lifeline!

Editor,

After a being criticized
for being an MP without
much impact in Parliament
and  without raising
questions on the overall
economic and social
development of our state,
now before his tenure ends
Mr Vincent Pala, MP has
drawn the attention of the
Union Ministry of Surface
Transport to the need for
urgent construction of the
Dkhiah- Sutnga - Molsei
road under Saipung Block
an area which never ever
witnessed good roads or

development. The
Ministry has given the
green signal for

construction of this road. I
have been involved in the
area for a long time and
therefore understand that
a good all-weather road is
imperative for connecting
Saipung to the rest of the
state. This route has been
in the blueprint for ages

but with the NDA
government taking a
positive initiative in

improving and uplifting
the rural areas, this
successful in principle
agreement is a welcome
step. The efforts put in by

the Hon'ble MP are
appreciated and shall be
remembered for connecting
several villages lying in
remotest part of Saipung
Block.
Yours etc.,
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong

Types of violence!

Editor,

Violence can be classified
into two major types ~ 1)
aggressor's violence and 2)
violence for self - defence or
deterrence. It is mainly
because of aggressor's
violence that the world has
come to such a pass. Wars,
rapes, ragging, abuse,
bullying, lynching, murders,
reckless driving, genocide,
sadism and jingoism are all
ugly manifestations of it.
Unfortunately, the cowards
among us glorify violence. A
soft spoken gentleman is
pooh-poohed and branded
as a weak person. To add
insult to injury, some
advertisements and movies
are hell bent on promoting
carelessness, callousness
and cruelty. As a result,
shouting, reckless driving,
utterance of foul language
and slavery to liquor have
been accepted by society as
macho qualities. Indeed,
these qualities have often
been set as benchmarks for
entering the adult world. But
they are the intrinsic qualities
of a coward.

As it is said ~ charity
begins at home, we can and
should clean out Type-1
violence from our minds. We
can make our children
understand  that their
freedom ends where the
other person's nose begins,
otherwise, liberty will be lost

in a jungle raj where only
the fittest brutes can
survive. If we can restrict
Type - 1 violence then we
will also automatically be
able to check the second
type as the latter is but a
reaction to the former. So
long as Type - 1 violence
rules the roost, we cannot
criticize Type - 2 which is
for self - defence or
deterrence. Recently, what
happened in Kerala when
a girl bobbitised an
aggressor is a case in
point! We should hang
every killer  rapist
(Nirbhaya or Rohtak or
Canacona) or at least keep
them in jail till their deaths.
This violence is absolutely
necessary to counter
macho or sadistic designs.
Type - 2 violence will act
as a deterrent to Type - 1.

Also, there are two
additional  types of
violence. Violence for food
can be branded as Type - 3
violence. We cannot do
without it until we solve
the problem of food. But
we must minimize cruelty
to animals and plants as far
practicable.

Finally, violence against
self can be listed as Type -
4. However, masochism
and suicide as a result of
masochistic tendencies
can also be seen as Type -
1 violence because they
are unprovoked violence
against one's own body.
And euthanasia and
suicide in  extreme
condition can easily be
put in Type - 2 category as
they are a reaction to
violence in the form of
unbearable pain.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Comey's testimony builds case

for Trump's prosecution

US politics is
heading towards its
biggest turmoil

By Nitya Chakraborty

US President Donald
Trump is facing his biggest
political battle in less than
five months of presidency
after the testimony given by
the fired FBI Director James
B. Comey on June 8 that
President Trump put
pressure on him at one to
one meeting to drop the
investigations against his
former national security
adviser Michael T Flynn. He
also said that Trump and
White House spread lies
against him and FBI. The
unequivocal manner in
which Comey mentioned of
the UsS President's
continuing insistence on
him to let Flynn go meaning
dropping the investigations
for his Russian links, is a
sort of obstruction to justice
and this is a serious offence
as per the American
constitution calling for
prosecution.

Earlier reports came that
Flynn was wunder the
investigation by the FBI for
having been a paid foreign
agent working for Turkey's
President Recep Erdogan.
This was apart from his
close Russian connections
which he himself later
admitted and invited
dismissal from President
Trump. Now when the FBI
investigations are on and
these refer to  the
connections  with  the

is believing him. Even the
Republicans, who are trying
to find out way to salvage
the situation, have believed
the statement of the former
FBI Director who is a
known Republican Party
sympathizer with values
and strong ethics. They are
not in a mood to give the
ground to the Democrats at
this time on the issue of
prosecution or
impeachment. The
Republican Party is looking
for other ways to defuse the
situation, if possible.

A section of the
Republicans who are anti-
Trump, has mooted the
proposal that if the special
counsel Mueller carries out
the investigations and
Trump gets implicated
further, the GOP leadership
should consider whether
the change of Presidency
can be brought about
through negotiations with
Trump by promoting vice
president Pence under 25th
amendment of the US
constitution. According to
this, the US cabinet can take
a decision under
extraordinary
circumstances to ask the
President to step down and
nominate vice president.
Nobody  among  the
Republican Party has
discussed officially this
with President Trump but

US legal experts opine that what
Trump has told Comey in the course
of an ongoing investigations, is in the
nature of a deliberate effort to impede
the investigations and this is a sort of
serious obstruction of justice.

foreign countries, President
Trump in a deliberate move
talked to his FBI Director
alone and said about Flynn'
I hope you can let this go".
This is nothing short of
telling his investigating
official that you will have to
do it in the midst of
investigations itself. Trump
plainly said that he wanted
loyalty from the FBI
Director to which Comey
responded that Trump will
get honesty from him.

US legal experts opine
that what Trump has told
Comey in the course of an
ongoing investigations, is
in the nature of a deliberate
effort to impede the
investigations and this is a
sort of serious obstruction
of justice. Experts are saying
that Trump mentioning that
Flynn is a good guy and" I
hope you can let this go" is
a sort of request with the
essence of a directive.
Comey also in his testimony
mentioned this by stating
that "I took it as a direction.
I mean the President of the
United States with me alone,
saying "I hope this". I took
it as this is what he wants
me to do".

The Justice Department
of the US administration has
not yet said whether the
special counsel Robert S
Mueller is looking into any
obstructions by Trump as a
part of his new
responsibility to look after
the investigations related to
Russian connections after
the exit of Comey, but
Comey said on Tuesday that
he had already given his
memos recounting
conversations with Trump
to Mueller for scrutiny. Since
it was a one to one
conversation and Trump
was interested in keeping it
confidential, Comey feared
that Trump might not have
kept tapes of  the
conversation.

Following Thursday's
testimony by Comey, Trump
has got no excuse left. His
lawyer has tried to defend
him by saying that Trump is
not a liar and he did not
specifically ask Comey to
drop the Flynn
investigations, but nobody

constitutional experts have

mentioned of this
possibility to the
Republican Party

leadership. As per this
amendment, President
George Bush handed power
to vice president Cheney in
July 2007 when he had to
undergo a surgery. For 125
minutes, Cheney had full
presidential powers.

According to the US
constitution, the president
in office can be impeached
for treason, bribery or other
misdemeanours. Bill Clinton
was charged with
obstruction of justice and
with perjury for allegedly
lying under oath to a federal
grand jury about his affair
with Monica Lewinsky. The
current president can be
charged for lying on a
number of issues, including
ties of his and his campaign
leaders with the Russians,
especially President Putin.
So far, two presidents Bill
Clinton (1998) and Andrew
Johnson (1868) have been
impeached. Articles of
impeachment were passed
against Richard Nixon by a
congressional committee
but Nixon resigned before
the House of
Representatives could vote
on the matter. That way,
technically, Nixon was not
impeached.

The Presidential powers
given to Cheney in 2007 for
sometime was under a
normal political situation. In
the present surcharged
atmosphere in the
Republican Party and the
White House, nobody has
the guts to take up the talk
of any alternative
possibility with President
Trump. So the Republicans
are eagerly waiting for the
newly appointed Mueller to
come out with a report ruling
out any involvement of
Trump in the Russian affairs
as also Trump did not put
any pressure on Comey on
Flynn issue. But if Mueller
report also goes against
Trump, the Republicans will
have no option but to
explore the possibility of
replacing Trump without
doing any long term
damage to the Republican
Party. (IPA Service)
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The Harvest Shall Come

Farmers from the US to India adapt to the global challenge of climate change.
Renee Hickman from Missouri and Tanushree Sen from West Bengal report
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iz Graznak is the co-owner of
Happy Hollow Farm, a fam-
ily operation located on the
rolling hills of Jamestown,
Missouri, where she grows
crops like tomatoes, greens and corn.

Graznak said she’s seen big changes in
weather conditions since she started
farming 10 years ago. These days, she
said, “it’s more extreme one way or the
other.”

This and other effects of climate
change represent a global challenge, and
farmers like Graznak have found them-
selves on the front lines of the struggle to
adapt.

For her, that’s meant altering the way
she farms. Large tunnels covered in plas-
tic dot the seven acres where she grows
vegetables, protecting them from greater
variability in rainfall and temperature.
“More plastic is the way that I feel like
most mid-Missouri small-scale farmers
are trying to deal with the challenges of
the weather,” she said.

In the village of Joynagar in Bankura
district, in West Bengal, Srimonto Soren
is dealing with such challenges in his
own way. He grows rice, long beans
(which resemble green beans), and lady’s
fingers — better known in the US as
okra. Date palms and shrubs grow along
a flat landscape where the red soil can be
hard to grow crops in.

Like Graznak, Soren has been farming
for the past 10 years and noticed shifts
that affect his livelihood, such as rainfall
that’s now “more erratic and unpre-
dictable.” Soren and other farmers in the
area look to low-cost ways to adjust to
these shifts, such as making vermicom-
post, produced when earthworms speed
up the breakdown of organic waste. The
product is then added to the soil to make
it more fertile and resilient to variable
weather conditions.

In the agricultural heartlands of India
and the United States, extreme weather
events have caused damage to millions of
acres of crops. Not only does this jeopar-
dise the incomes of farmers, it puts food
supplies in the US, India and the world at
risk.Farmers are divided on the root
causes of climate change. But experts
who work to help them adapt say farmers
are increasingly united in the recognition
that their environment is changing. In
places as far-flung as West Bengal and
Missouri, farmers have very little choice
but to seek out practical solutions to pre-
serve their livelihoods.

According to data from NASA and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the years 2014, 2015 and
2016 were each the warmest years on
record. Climate change experts say the
warming climate is driving up the num-
bers of droughts, floods, storms, heat
waves and other weather events that can
devastate crops.

Water Woes

For farmers in both India and the US,
wild changes in precipitation can cause
some of the most immediate problems

connected to climate change.

As the earth’s surface warms, water
from oceans, lakes, rivers and streams
evaporates and rises, gathering in the
clouds and resulting in rain, storms and
snowfall. At other times and in other
places, the warming climate increases
and intensifies droughts.

All farmers depend on some level of
predictability in the weather to manage
their businesses. Large fluctuations in
precipitation patterns can result in issues
such as changes to planting and growing
seasons and lower crop yields.

Extreme rainfall has devastated many
farms in India. In March 2015, heavy rain
fell throughout India. In states such as
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, it was the
wettest spring in decades, if not on
record, according to the Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment in New Delhi.

Farmers in parts of India plan for oc-
casional heavy rainfall, since they are a
regular feature of the climate in many re-
gions of the subcontinent. But that spring
saw especially intense rainfall even for a

string of years with precipitation far
higher than normal.

The rains came just as farmers were
preparing to harvest their winter crops —
from wheat and sugarcane to mangoes
and bananas — and the impacts were
huge. In Uttar Pradesh, the most affected
by the event, crops in more than 65 per
cent of the affected area experienced 33
per cent or more damage, data from the
centre shows. That cost farmers more
than $3 billion.

In Missouri, farmers are also feeling
the effects of volatile precipitation levels.

Jerry Hatfield, laboratory director at
the National Laboratory for Agriculture
and the Environment for the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said dry summers
reduce farmers’ yields and their profits go
down. Wet springs, meanwhile may delay
planting because the soil is so water-
logged. Again, farmers lose money.

Dr Patrick Guinan, a professor of cli-
matology at the University of Missouri,
said wet springs are the biggest problem
for farmers in Missouri right now.
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Farming in the US (left) and in West Bengal's Bankura district

You can go back 30-40 years;
you’re not going to find a wetter period
in Missouri,” he said.

Livelihoods at stake

Hatfield, who co-authored a climate
adaptation workbook aimed at farmers in
the Midwest, travels often to rural areas
in the region, giving presentations on
measures farmers can take to make their
crops more resilient in the face of in-
creasingly variable weather patterns. He
said the farmers he talks to have many
questions about how to protect their
crops. “They live and they survive
around the weather conditions they’re ex-
periencing,” Hatfield said.

Richard Oswald, head of the Missouri
Farmer’s Union, said many farmers he
works with can be resistant to change, but
are willing to do what they need to do to
protect their crops when their livelihoods
are at stake. “Some of them are early
adopters,” he said. “Others have to watch
that for a long time before they’re really
ready to make a change.”

When Hatfield talks to farmers about
adaptation methods, he says he finds it
best not to push them toward any partic-
ular course of action. “Every one of them
kind of makes their decisions a little bit
differently,” he said. “They’ve got to
adapt it into their system.”

To keep the conversation focused on
what farmers can do in the face of an al-
ready changing climate, Hatfield steers
conversations away from discussions of
the causes of climate change that have
become increasingly partisan in recent
years. A poll by the Pew Research Centre,
a non-partisan think tank in Washington

DC, found that in 2016, 70 per cent of
people who supported Hillary Clinton for
president believed climate change is due
to human activity, whereas only 22 per
cent of Donald Trump’s supporters
agreed. “I’ve become very artful at dodg-
ing that whole question,” said Hatfield.
But Hatfield says the farmers he
speaks to don’t doubt that things are
changing. “They see the evidence and
they live that evidence. Most of them are
saying: How do I cope with this?”

Preparing for the future

While adaptations can help farmers
worldwide face the climate change effects
happening now, some scientists argue they
will be insufficient later on.

The International Centre for Advanced
Renewable Energy and Sustainability at
Washington University in St Louis supports
research into climate. A recent paper by a
team at the centre suggested that eventually,
the Midwest’s agricultural profile may
come to resemble that in a very different
area of the country — the mid-South. The
paper says aggressive research into how
farmers can cope with dramatic changes are
necessary if the region known as the na-
tion’s bread basket will continue to be able
to produce anything like the yields it has in
the past.

In India, the situation is becoming simi-
larly extreme. Vineet Kumar, a program of-
ficer at the Centre for Science and
Environment said the number of floods and
droughts has brought India’s agriculture to
a state of crisis. While those events take a
tremendous toll on farmers in developed
nations, they can be even more destructive
in places in India where infrastructure is
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weaker and farmers have less access to new

adaptation techniques.

Like Missouri farmers, Kumar says In-
dian farmers have a deep awareness of the
effect variable climates have on their crops.
“While they may not understand the greater
effects and implications (of) global warm-
ing or climate vulnerability, they are very
much aware of its daily effects,” said
Kumar. The stakes are high in India. Ac-
cording to the latest census there, 69 per
cent of India’s population lives in rural
areas. “Many of them are directly depend-
ent on climate-sensitive sectors like agri-
culture, forestry, livestock, fishery, etc, not
only for income and employment but also
for basic food and nutrition security,” said
Rajashree Joshi, member of a team looking
at climate change adaptation with Bharatiya
Agro Industries Federation.

With no end in sight to these variations,
researchers are trying to find ways for farm-
ers to cope moving forward.

In Missouri, a team at St Louis Univer-
sity is exploring how genetic factors in the
root systems of grapevines affect their
leaves, fruits, stems and other characteris-
tics refer to as “‘scion traits”.

One researcher on the team, Missouri
State University Professor Lazlo Kovacs,
says the process of identifying how those
traits are produced could one day help
identify ways to breed more resilient
plants. That way, even if conditions get far
worse, farmers can buy seeds to grow
plants that can survive and feed us in the
future. Whether adaptation methods are
cutting edge, or build on techniques that
have been used for centuries, farmers
across the globe remain at the forefront of
the effort to adjust to the demands of a rap-
idly changing climate. Their choices will
have far-reaching impact on the world’s
food supply and therefore everyone on the
planet in the years to come. (IBNS-TWF)

‘It’s a collective responsibility

Deborah Marak during the foundation stone laying ceremony of
Rongsakgre Higher Secondary School in West Garo Hills in April

Shillong has ceased to be the educa-
tion hub of the North East. The increase
in pass percentage in SSLC and HSSLC
is either marginal or none. This year's
SSLC toppers’list leak added insult to the
injury. The scenario in rural areas is the
worst. The Government allotted Rs
909.94 crore for education in this year's
budget and proposed several schemes to
rejuvenate the system. But how serious is
the Congress-led Government to improve
education system in the State?

School Education and Literacy
Minister Deborah Marak tells
Nabamita Mitra the department is
working on all the weak points but the re-
sponsibility is collective and all stake-
holders, including schools and parents,
should also contribute in bringing about
a change. Excerpts:

Nearly one lakh students dropped out
of schools in Meghalaya in the past
four years, government statistics show.
How do you propose to improve this?
The numbers that I gave at the Assembly
is not completely correct because there
are many children who are going back to
schools. The number of children from
among the dropouts was not mentioned
in the House. But the government is al-
ready taking measures to control the
dropouts the number of which is decreas-
ing.

In some cases, like in the Garo Hills
region, the matriculation results were
poor and those who could not pass usu-
ally do not want to go back to studies. In
such cases, it becomes a collective re-
sponsibility for the government, schools,
parents and students improve the situa-
tion.

Why do you think Garo Hills put up a

to improve education system’

poor show in SSLC and HSSLC?
Why? How do you think it can be im-
proved?

The main reason for such poor show is
weak foundation in primary schools in
rural areas.

There are proxy teachers in many in-
terior schools and we have to stop that.
We need trained teachers even in primary
schools so that students have a strong
base. I had been to some schools in Garo
Hills where some of the students of
classes VI and VII cannot read or write.
This is sad.

There have been reports that owing to
lack of vernacular textbooks students
in rural areas cannot cope with the syl-
labus? Why aren’t there any textbooks

laya was once an education hub. The
problem is in rural areas and we can
streamline and make the State a role
model for others as far as education is
concerned.

Has the government started rolling out
Jodo-Gyan project for science and
mathematics — the two subjects in
which students perform poorly?

Yes, students’ performance in science and
mathematics is a concern for all of us. I
think every school should look into it.
Every school should take extra care to
train their students, especially of classes
IX and X. Schools should give tuitions,
besides the regular classes. (The Govern-
ment has initiated Jodo-Gyan and it will
be rolled out to more districts, Marak had
said in the budget session in March).

TALKING POINT

in local languages?
I should not say that alone. We have to
look at the teaching system in the State.
As I said there are proxy teachers and un-
trained faculty members in many rural
schools. That is the reason why students
cannot cope with the pressure in higher
classes. It has nothing to do with the syl-
labus. The syllabus has to be uniform.
Also, every student has the right to
quality education and access to qualified
teachers. If there is any complaint, the
government takes prompt action against
errant teachers.

Many states have vernacular schools.
Shouldn’t there be vernacular schools
in Meghalaya too?

Every state has its own system. Megha-

Many rural schools do not have build-
ings, leave apart other infrastructure.
What is the Government doing?

The Government has taken over so many
schools from district councils. In some
places old buildings are being used as
schools but in many villages, the Govern-
ment has built buildings using central
funds under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan.

Why did the government take time to
solve the teachers’ problems and let
school education suffer?

Well, I don’t know what happened be-
fore I took charge of the office. But the
Government did solve the problem and
teachers will get salary with cent per
cent hike from July. Our chief minister,
Dr Mukul Sangma, kept his promise and

I am lucky to be his Cabinet minister.

Many colleges in Garo Hills do not
have commerce...

Who said? Important towns like
Williamnagar and Tura have commerce
colleges. Many villages too have com-
merce colleges.

MBoSE is being pilloried by all after
the results leak. Also, this coincided
with the board ranking fourth among
the top 10 Futuristic School Boards in
India. How does it affect its credibil-
ity?

It was not a good thing to happen and
definitely lessens the credibility of the
board. But my colleagues in the depart-
ment are hard-working and they
promptly ordered a probe into the fiasco.
These leaks, be it results or question pa-
pers, are causes for concern and these
should not happen.

Again, as | said earlier, we have to
work together so that the board (which
is an autonomous body and I do not di-
rectly deal with it) too becomes a role
model for other states to follow.

MBoSE wants to revise the syllabus of
HSSLC. What kind of changes?

Not everything. As and when it is re-
quired, we will do that depending on the
changing time.

What are the challenges in imple-
menting new ideas?

Education department is a challenging
section. It is like a chronic disease and
fun too. I believe there is solution to
every problem. But there should be a
collective responsibility of the govern-
ment, teachers, students and parents to
better things.
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There’s scope for
Innovations

By Ranjan K. Baruah

e have published about career op-
tions related to agriculture. In this
edition we will talk about some

options related to agriculture as career op-
tions. Students who wish to pursue a career
in agricultural science should possess a
strong base in subjects like biology, physics,
chemistry and mathematics, among others.
there are some diplomas and short courses
which may not need science stream as base
but it is always preferred to have science as
the foundation stream. There are different
avenues where there are opportunities for
young people interested in agriculture.

Being an agro-based country, the govern-
ment of India has created a wide platform to
promote agriculture in a big way. Numerous
schemes and programmes have been initi-
ated which are designed to help farmers and
others associated with agriculture. The or-
ganic food market in India is growing at 25-
30 per cent and is set to reach 9,000 crores
by 2020. India has a total of 118.9 million
farmers, which accounts for 24.6 per cent of
the total workforce of 481 million. Though
several government initiatives have been for-
mulated, challenges still exist. Aspirants may
become successful through planning after
knowing the problems.

Agricultural Education: This is one of
the important areas as one may join as for-
mal teacher or else may work with commu-
nity for spreading education and awareness
on agriculture. Teachers offer education in
horticulture, biotechnology, environmental
and natural resources,
animal science, agricul-
tural mechanics and
other relevant courses
for the industry while
others may generate
awareness for the better-
ment in the community.

Food Sciences/ Pro-
cessing: Consumers are
constantly in search of
unique food products

in the areas of bio products, livestock facili-
ties, agricultural equipment, food process-
ing, water quality and water management
and much more.

ICAR: The Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous or-
ganisation under the Department of
Agricultural Research and Education
(DARE), Ministry of Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare. The Council is the apex body
for co-ordinating, guiding and managing re-
search and education in agriculture, includ-
ing horticulture, fisheries and animal
sciences, in the entire country. With 101
ICAR institutes and 71 agricultural univer-
sities spread across the country this is one of
the largest national agricultural systems in
the world.

Updates
% Scholarships for
-4 Girls: L’Oréal India has

initiated the L’Oréal
India for Young Women
in Science Scholarship
Programme, which en-
courages and supports
young women to pursue
careers in science. The
programme was insti-
tuted in 2003 and has
consistently helped

that appeal to a range of R young women to pursue
age groups, health con- Agrlcu1ture~ll scientific  studies. A
dition and preferences in scholarship  of  Rs.

their families. And this is

where the food processing industry makes
tangible profit. Apart from food processing,
students with a degree in food sciences put
in their knowledge to grow and improve the
food.

Agricultural Engineering: These engi-
neers make use of their degrees for bringing
innovations and implement solutions for is-
sues related to the agro industry. They work

250,000/- each is granted
to promising but economically disadvan-
taged young women and covers college fees
for study in any scientific field in a recog-
nized college or university in India. Last date
for applying is July 10.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or 9864055558 for
any career related queries)

The conscious keeper

By Rajdeep Pathak

“All the President’s Words” (The

Hindu, May 28, 2017), the writer
Varghese K. George argues how lim-
ited vocabulary can either make or
mar a conversation pointing to US
President Donald Trump who mixed
and interchanged the words ‘Islamic’
and ‘Islamist’ during his address in
Riyadh. The White House later clari-
fied that the President was too ‘ex-
hausted’! The limited vocabulary — in
this case of the US President — is in
sharp contrast with his predecessor
Barack Obama, the writer commented.
That apart, Trump on earlier occasions
too has had his brush with poor and
sometimes callous words that created
a flutter on social media — the latest
one being ‘Covfefe’ which he twitted
on May 31, 2017. The search is still on
for deriving its meaning.

But in a fast growing world of
media where news (read information)
travels faster than the speed of light,
the way and manner in which words
are spoken can indeed turn the tables
around.

Where positive news may get a
thousand plus likes and few comments
on social media, negative news can
create disorder in the society.

There has been of late too much de-
pendency (read craving) on/for social
media for sharing, communicating and
disseminating information. And peo-
ple all over the world tend to believe
this shared information, even when
they spring from rumour mills.

In their annual Digital News Report
released in early 2016 by the “Reuters

In arecently published article titled

Social media, one could argue, is a noble
outcome of the unheard voices, of stories of

injustice, prejudices, challenging orthodox
social norms and customs, religion,
economy and so on

Institute for the Study of Journalism”
— based on a survey carried out in 26
countries in Europe, Asia, North
America and South America — it was
found that more than half of online
users use Facebook and other social
media sites such as Twitter as their
news sources. Facebook dominates the
space with 44 percent.

Social media, one could argue, is a
noble outcome of the unheard voices,
of stories of injustice, prejudices, chal-
lenging orthodox social norms and
customs, religion, economy and so on.
One could also give examples of the
positive role this form of media plays
in the society acting as a catalyst of
change. But more than often, such a
form of media has violated the (social
media) guidelines resulting in chaos
within the country, posing another
grave debate on ‘media literacy’.’

Jharkhand, Bangalore, Muzaffarna-
gar in Uttar Pradesh, Kashmir are
some glaring examples in the recent
past of how distorted use of social
media can drastically affect thousands
of lives of innocent citizens and shake
the social foundation.

Rajeev Bhargava, a political theorist
with the ‘Centre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies’, New Delhi, in his
article, “What Emperor Ashoka knew

about free speech” (The Hindu, May
28,2017), points: “If words fall off the
tongue effortlessly, tumble out inad-
vertently and, what is worse, cease-
lessly, it is imperative that unguarded
speech be checked, that words be
enunciated with great care and thought
in public”. Bhargava was referring to
the principle of vacaguti (the artful
management of the tongue) and
samyama (self-restraint) as laid down
by Emperor Ashoka.

Verbal duels, speech fights, word-
wars were common during those
times, and so the emperor in order to
ensure that civility persisted, laid
down these guiding principles.

Talking about commitment to fair-
ness and accuracy, independence and
a pursuit of truth, President of India,
Pranab Mukherjee, while delivering
the 2nd Ramnath Goenka Memorial
(RGM) Lecture said, “Facts must
never be sacrificed to elevated opin-
ions as truth. It must raise and create
awareness about issues concerning
public welfare, hold public or private
institutions and their representatives
accountable for all their actions or in-
deed their inactions.”

While saying that the growth has re-
sulted in a plurality and diversity in the
excess of information, the President

also expressed his concern on
unchecked news

“The media... can build a thorough-
fare, where ideas can travel up and
down, to and fro, as it strives continu-
ally for accountability and trans-
parency in public life,” he had said.

Here comes the relevance of polic-
ing or having control over unfettered
news. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has often spoken about ‘SMART’
Policing where ‘S’ means strict but
sensitive; ‘M’ means modern and mo-
bile; ‘A’ stands for alert and account-
able; ‘R’ for reliable and responsive
and ‘T’ for techno-savvy and trained.

Engaging with the media is a matter
of literacy in a broader perspective.
People’s engagement with media, es-
pecially new media is framed by the
kinds of interactivity the media world
shares with the public. But our propen-
sity to be impatient at the slightest of
things could cost us our right to life,
liberty and free speech. Restrain and
refrain are the two key words.

Pranab Mukherjee had rightly em-
phasised that “Discussion, dissension
are crucial to public debate for deci-
sion-making in a healthy democracy
such as India’s. There should always
be room for the Argumentative Indian,
but not for the Intolerant Indian”.

As a fourth estate, the media stands
as a ‘conscious keeper’ forming a
bridge between the other three pillars
— executive, legislative and judiciary —
jostling with different opinions and
giving a voice to all.

(The author is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti)

Award remembers Amita Dey

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Amita Dey became the first woman
mobilising officer of the Fire and Emergency Serv-
ices of West Bengal in 1974. A former student of
Government Girls’ High School on Jail Road here,
Dey was a champion of girls’ education.

“She would always say if the women in a family
are educated then the entire family prospers,” rem-
inisces Shubhendu Ranjan Deb, her nephew.

This is the reason why Dey’s family chose to ex-
tend support to the meritorious students of Govern-
ment Girls’ High School. The family dedicated the
Amita Dey Memorial Award for Excellence in
Studies for students of Classes X or XI.

This year, Sidaris Khongwet won the award.

Dey was from the 1955 batch and left Shillong

in 1959 to pursue higher studies in Kolkata. She
later settled in the city but never forgot her roots in
Shillong where she would visit once in four to five
years.

“My aunt would often talk about Shillong and
say that was the best time of her life. She would tell
us stories about her friends there and a Khasi lady
whom she called ‘maami’,” says Deb.

Principal Lilian Mary Blah said it was an honour
for the school and the award would encourage more
students to perform well.

“Ours is a reputed school and students perform
well in the board examinations. larilyne Diengdoh
from the school ranked 18th in the SSLC examina-
tion this year. We want more students to do well and
set an example for all as Dey did through her works
and thoughts,” said Blah.

Members of Dey’s family with principal of
Government Girls’ High School Lilian Mary
Blah at a function in the city

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, June 11, 2017

Moon trine Veenus on your solar return chart denotes a good year. You may see

possibilities everywhere and that you can be more than just a cog in the all-

important wheel of change. You also have big humanitarian tendencies, so

helping others will be a major focus of the coming year. This year highlights

your originality and has far-reaching ramifications. Let's say you invent some-

thing new or propose a new idea to a think tank or local charitable organiza-

tion, and it's not likely to stop there. You're obviously destined to do great things

for the world, and this aspect reminds you to go big or go home. Don't think

local, think global and beyond.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
You are expected to gain momentum and it will be a good
time ahead. You will have good ventures in the field related
to publishing, writing and education. You will use commu-
nication skills to attract the people which may be favorable
for your professional life. Amid some minor misunderstand-
ings your family life will be soothing and enjoyable. Health
should be looked after. Stick to routine work and have a
suitable diet. Matters related to your career will be sorted out
soon. Be prepared and watch for the favorable time which
will be coming soon to boost up your business and career.
Enjoy with children and loved ones.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
You may have mixed results as predicted from the position
of stars. You may be facing a not enviable position at your
work place. Cooperation and amity is needed in your
behavior with superiors. Think before you speak and be
careful in what is performed by you in your career. There
may be a temporary conflict in between your family or may
they be not satisfied with your thoughts so try to be very tactful
with your family and loved ones. Take care of self and your
luggage in travels. There may be some expenditure which
may disturb your budget, so spend wisely. Take care of
your health. Your friends may help and guide you in matters
related to material gains.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
The position of stars predicts that you may be in a position
to care for the health of a family member. You may have
to look after your family and loved ones. Your emotions and
feelings about your children may bear fruit. They will work
according to your desire. Professional and career matters
will need more attention these days. You are clever enough
to so decide well before you start a new venture. You may
have to face some problems in love life or marriage matters.
Avoid having contacts with unknown persons at your work
place. Health will need attention. You may have to take some
precautions and also take moming walk to avoid stress.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This position of stars will give you some mixed results.
Financial matters and profits will grow slow. You may take
steps for entertainment and betterment of health of your family
and children. Education and progress in career may get
affected so you may have to consult your elders to sort out
problems related to these matters. Your health will be good
and may enjoy some trip with your family and children. You
may have to work hard in order to maintain your image in
public. Dispute in some common sharing matters related fo
property, joint finances or other resources within the family
are more likely at this time.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
It is a time where you have chances of progress in profession
and career. This is equally good for infimacy and friendship
related matters. You may expand your social circle by image

uilding and better communication skills. People recognize

you by your talent and soft spoken words. You may have
some sudden profits or achievements related to money,
finance and real estate. You may have good opportunities
for starting a new venture. Your marriage or love problems
may get solved suddenly. Take care of your responsibilities
and duties and let it not disturb your health.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
Configuration of planets at this time depicts some mixed
results. You may expect some uneasiness and unfavourable

%4 circumstances. Your friends and well-wishers may not
support you at this time. Take up each matter related to

finance, profession or career wisely. You may be misled by
some friends or an intimate person so keep watch over what
transpires. You will have to decide every matter patiently and
personally, do not give any opportunity for others to interfere in
your work. Your life may take a new turn. Your love or romantic
related problems will be sorted out. Love and affection among
your family members is expected.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

5

A favourable combination reveals that there are good opportu-
nities for you in regard to your job, work and investments. You
may enjoy a time where your public image and business
opportunities may get a new perspective of progress. You
should keep yourself out of emotions and feelings and remain
balanced and focused. Your family and children will enjoy your
company in some outing. Love and affection with loved ones
is assured. Sudden expenditure is expected and it may be for
religious work. You may focus on utilizing this time in some
important issues.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

¥

Stars depicts a time of monetary and financial gains for you. Take
some wise steps in investments which will prove to be very
beneficial for you in the long term. It may be a better time to carry
your imaginations to a realistic stage. You will arrange to spend
time with family, children or loved ones which will prove to be
helpful in stability and peace of mind. Your courage will be
remarkable and you will show your skills in order to have good
combination of wits and health. Relations with friends will be
good and your may enjoy good public relations. You could get
involved in some charity work and improvement in social circle
is also indicated.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

%

Capricorn;

»

You may plan to enjoy yourself and focus on matters related to
entertainment and romance. You resolve problems of finance
and money now. During this time you may buy products related
to cosmetics, jewelry and clothing. You may give a change to
your personality and outlook which may help you to be popular
among friends and associates. You may engage yourself in
some renovation at home or at your business place. Your vigour
and courage will help you to achieve your goal. Many matters
will go slow but these will be favourable for you. Health related
problems may be checked in time.

(December 22 - January 20)

Simply attending to your home affairs and making efforts for
creating a loving environment and affection among your family
members will give you satisfaction. Peacefully attend to your
duties and give a bit more care to your professional work. You
will prove to be good at making contacts in social life. You may
take steps to take your career to new heights and achieving goals
for success. Take care in travel and long journey for any injury.
Health would need attention. Give due care to your children.
Avoid showing some extra ordinary courage in matters related
to friends and in public else you may get entangled in some
conflict. Solve problems with a calm mind.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

4

You may have some favourable scope in profession and career
related to the armed forces. There are chances of promotion in
your job. You may enjoy good health now. Financial and money
problems will be resolved. If you are looking to start a new
business you may go for it for profitable returns. You will enjoy
interactions with relatives and friends. Marriage problems or
children may get solved. You may plan for a long distance
journey. Full efforts are required in love or romance affairs for
stronger fies.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

VA

You will emphasize on improving your personal social image.
You will get due regard from family and loved ones. This is a
time where one should make efforts to make personal contacts
within office or at your place of work. You will have wonderiul
relations with your family members and children. You may go
with children and family members to an entertainment place or
for religious trip. Spend time in creative ventures in order to have
peace of mind. Keep up regular exercises in order to have sound
and stable health. Money related problems will soon be resolved
and gains are on the cards.

Bank of Dad at
your service

he train was so tightly packed

I that when I checked my current

account balance on my phone,

four people breathed in sharply and
gave me sympathetic looks.

But then the girl left of me started
playing Candy Crush and everyone’s
attention shifted to her.

With people and cameras every-
where, there’s no privacy any more. If
you need to adjust your underpants or
unpick a wedgie you have to book a
hotel room.

“I’d like to book a twin-bed no-
smoking room for 30 seconds,
please.”

“Certainly sir. For a security de-
posit, we will require

your credit card,
house deeds and first-
born child.”

But stories of tech-
nology and humanity
can create warm and
fuzzy feelings, 1
learned from two re-
cent news reports.

At the end of May,
a jam-packed train on
the way to a college in
New York got stuck.
Everyone was in a bad
mood. One of the pas-
sengers was student
Jerich Alcantara, dressed in university
robes to receive his diploma. “I would
like to thank you all for coming to my
graduation,” he joked. “It means a lot
to me.”

The carriage full of strangers
laughed, someone found celebratory
music to play, a diploma was zapped
to his phone and suddenly it was a
party. Someone filmed it for the inter-
net, of course, and the result was that
his graduation was witnessed by mil-
lions of people.

Then came a news report on tech-
savvy accountant David Goodwin,
who used geek know-how to get away
with the perfect crime 100 times in a
row. He turned up at a busy, charity-
minded church in Northern Ireland
with his laptop and offered to check
the accounts. Since the members do-
nating cash and the needy spending it

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

were highly trusting, he found it easy
to transfer big chunks of money to his
own accounts.

After two years stealing charity do-
nations from the church, he'd commit-
ted his 100th crime and felt
unstoppable.

But then the church had a guest
speaker: A reformed criminal.

Everything the man said hit Good-
win like a thunderbolt from heaven.

Deeply moved, Goodwin spent the
next few hours creating spreadsheets
showing exactly how he had commit-
ted each of his 100 crimes, and then
walked to the local police station,
where he opened his laptop and said:
“Look what I’ve
done.”

That story also
produced a warm,
fuzzy feeling —
which evaporated
when [ saw the
next news report in
my inbox.

Researchers say
the amount of in-
visible, intangible
money being spent
every day (clicking
to buy stuff) had
overtaken the
amount of actual
physical money being spent every
day. Coins and banknotes will disap-
pear, pundits say.

This is bad.

My main tool for impressing on my
children the value of money is the ex-
treeeeeemely slooooooow way I
count out their pocket money every
week, an expression of agony on my
face. Sometimes [ actually weep
blood.

A quick click on a screen to transfer
cash is not the same. It fails to convey
the pain that needs to be associated
with money moving away from Dad’s
pocket in any direction.

I’m going to do all my financial
stuff on the train from now on. At
least I get a bit of sympathy there.

(Nury Vittachi can be contacted at
nury@yvittachi.com)

Save hives,
save bees

(Continued from last week)

find a queen and to regroup — if they live.

Don’t spray it with a soap and water mix-
ture. People spray all the plant around with
vinegar so that the bees die while collecting
pollen, but this is a totally rabid and anti- envi-
ronmental thing to do as you lose all the plants,
and these may not even be the ones the bees are
feeding from. Do not use insecticides.

The best way would be to encourage them to
shift. This may take months, but at least you will
not be murdering important beings — far more im-
portant than even you.

You should make every effort to relocate
honey bees instead of exterminating them. Here
are some suggestions. Try them all.

a) Hang some mothballs inside of an old nylon
or thin sock close to the bee nest.

b) Bees will often relocate to be closer to their
food source and are attracted to strong, sweet
smells.

Cut soft, ripe pears or mangoes into chunks and
place them into an open sandwich bag. Place this
15-20 feet away from the hive. After a few days,
move the bait a few feet further away from the
hive. Continue this process until the bees stop vis-
iting the original location and have set up a new
hive closer to the bag.

¢) While bees are attracted to sweet smells,
they are equally repulsed by pungent smells. One
of the simplest methods to repel bees is to liber-
ally sprinkle garlic powder in places where bees
congregate.

d) Citronella candles will not harm bees and
they will avoid any areas containing the smell.
This helps protect some areas if you have a hive
in your yard, and may prove partially effective in
forcing a colony to relocate if the candles are
being burned close to the hive.

e) Scatter a handful of cucumber peels as an-
other natural form of repellent. The peels give off
a scent that bees, and many other insects, find re-
pulsive.

If you have access to, and are expert in, bee-
keeping and beekeeping equipment, take the big
hive clump into a cardboard box (queen included)
and then transfer the bees into a hive super-box
with some frames.

This can be put a distance away in a wooded
area and slowly the bees will start to relocate
themselves.

It will take several years for the workers to

(To join the animal welfare movement contact
gandhim@pnic.in,
www.peopleforanimalsindia.org)
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No hard Brexit

BRITISH Prime Minister Theresa May’s call for a
snap poll has boomeranged on her. May remains

Prime Minister but her Conservative Party has got a

much reduced mandate-only 318 out of 650 seats in

the House of Commons. Labour under Jeremy

Corbyn has much strengthened its position. May’s

calculation that a greater Conservative majority in

Parliament will strengthen her hand at the Brexit

negotiations has proved wrong. The snap poll

represents the second disastrous election called by a

Tory Prime Minister in two years. Analysts will look

for the reasons for the Conservative debacle. But

there is no doubt that Brexit has no buyers in Scotland
and Northern Ireland. The Conservative will certainly
cobble together a coalition government but May will

no longer be in a position to pitch hard for Brexit

which was the main plank of her election campaign.

The British voters were concerned about a lower

public spending which would have resulted from a

hard Brexit.

There appears to be a consensus that the UK

cannot completely divorce itself from the EU. That

will complicate negotiations for triggering Article 50.

Globalization is very much in its stride in Europe with

Holland and France voting against isolation. The

British want a more temperate approach to issues

such as migration and trade. Young people voted in

strength in the British elections, prompted by their

interest in job opportunities abroad. They were

naturally against Brexit. India will be naturally

interested in the consequences of the results of the

British election. The opportunities for Indian students
to study in the UK will be widened.

| LOOKING BACK |

April 20, 1989

Bodo militants hurl bomb
at bus: 1 killed

One person was killed and
ten others were injured when
Bodo extremists hurled bomb
at a night service passenger
bus in Dhubri District early
this morning an official report
received here said. The
North Bengal State
Transport Corporation bus
with 39 passengers was on
its way from Guwahati to
Siliguri when the extremists
threw the bomb near the
Monopur inspection
bungalow under Baribari
police station of Dhubri
district at about 2.15 am.

A passenger, Anil Rana
(23) was killed on the spot

while nine other passengers
and the second driver of the
bus Jawahar Nunia (42) were
injured. Nunia was admitted
to the Dhubri Civil Hospital
while the other were given
first aid.

A police party which
rushed to the site on hearing
the explosion recovered a
hand made pistol, a live
bomb and some arrows. In
another incident, extremists
set fire to a bomboo loaded
truck at Kachripara, under
Tangla police station of
Udalguri sub-division of
Darrang district. The truck
was completely damaged.

Riddle of seismic disaster
mitigation on way to solution?

Anniversaries of natural
happenings have been
observed (or celebrated?) in
various States since long.
The NE Region had
experienced a very large
magnitude earthquake (of
Magnitude = 8.7) on 12 June
1897. Today is the 120th
Anniversary of this seismic
event. Report on this
earthquake by R D Oldham
of Geological Survey of
India (GSI) has initiated and
established seismology on
firm mathematical basis.

After the Bhuj
earthquake of 26 January
2001 a number of
organizations were
established. At Government
of India level the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) and
National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM) were
established in 2005. At state
levels, all States have
established State Disaster
Management Authorities
(SDMASs). The aim of this
exercise was to reduce the
loss during disaster.

But even during a
relatively less magnitude
earthquake of 6.8 in Sikkim
on 18 September 2011 it was
not possible to save a single
life. We have to think
seriously why and where we
went wrong? Whether it is
planning, funding,
organizational weakness,
lethargic attitude, red tape or
else? The answer to all
these questions is change
the focus of operational
disaster management from
post-disaster period to the
pre-disaster period. Most of
the disaster Management
(DM) plans are focused and
concentrated on post-
seismic period. When the
seismic shaking stops, the
Disaster Managers rush to
the site with stretchers,
medical aid, food, mobile
medical van and if required
by helicopter etc and try to
rescue the trapped people
under the debris. They are
able to save some trapped
lives. But majority of the
people are already dead.
Unfortunately this is the
present DM scenario in
India. If the DM scenario is
re-oriented from post-
seismic to pre-seismic
(including co-seismic
period) it would be really
effective in saving some
lives. The pre-seismic efforts
would include creating
seismic awareness,
educating people about
various seismic precursors
etc

The disastrous effects of
earthquake could be
reduced considerably if new
houses are constructed and
old houses are strengthened
as per the seismic codal
provisions of the relevant

By Dr. Arun Bapat

codes from Bureau of
Standards. But this is a time
and money consuming
process.

If following points are
followed it would be
extremely useful to
mitigate seismic disaster.
These precursory
observations are mainly
valid for earthquake of
magnitude 5.5 or more. For
earthquakes of magnitude
5.0 or less this may not be
observed. We would
discuss three types of
precursors (a) electronic
type and (b) Using satellite
data on real time basis and
(c) biological precursors

(human and animal
behavior).

Electronic type seismic
precursors

Before the occurrence of
any moderate to large
magnitude earthquake the
hypocentral area (the
underground  location
where actual rupture
process occurs) gets
heated. As the temperature
rises, the geomagnetic field
of the earth at that location
goes on decreasing. The
decrease adversely affects
the propagation and
reception of
electromagnetic waves and
communication. About two
days before earthquake the

landline telephone
communication gets
disturbed. The talk is
accompanied with
disturbing noise (khar-
khar).

About 30 to 40 hours
before earthquake, the
reception on radio in the
potential epicentral area,
gets disturbed. If one is
listening to a Radio
programme at 1000 kHz,
then the same station could
be heard at 1100, 1200..1400
kHz etc.

There is an excellent
example of difficulty in
electromagnetic
communication. Such
communication system is
used by police, fire brigade,
army, aero planes etc for
quick and easy
communication. When an
aero plane is approaching
an airport, it contacts the
airport by sending an
electromagnetic
communication system to
the Airport Control Tower
(ACT). The plane gets
permission for landing.
Few hours before the
occurrence of magnitude
8.0 Haiti earthquake of Jan
2010, an aero plane could
not establish contact with
the airport and was forced
to be diverted to other
airport.

About ten hours before

earthquake, the television
reception gets disturbed.
The disturbances are audio,
visual and spectral. The
number of disturbances
goes on increasing till the
occurrence of earthquake.
This was observed very
effectively before the Latur
(1993) earthquake.

The next and most
important observation is
from Mobile telephone.
About 100 minutes before
occurrence of moderate to
large magnitude earthquake
mobile phones are affected.
If one or two mobile
telephones are not
functioning it may be due to
defect of instrument. In case
all mobile telephones within
a large area of 15 or 20 km or
more area are affected then
it may be examined by calling
places at longer distances
(20 to 50 km or more). If so
then it could be assumed that
earthquake could occur. If all
mobile telephones are not
functioning then it could be
sign of earthquake within
next 100 minutes.

It would thus be seen that
the electronically connected
seismic precursors give
indications initially about 40
hours before, then of about
10 hours then it reaches a
level of 100 minutes.

Using satellite data on
real time basis

Satellite borne data could
be effectively used for
earthquake forecasting and
prediction on 24 x 7 bases.
Some parameters could be
extremely useful for short
term earthquake prediction.
These are Out Going Long
Wave Radiation (OLR) and
Total Electron Content
(TEC). These are freely
available on India
Meteorological Department
web and number of other
webs pages. These data have
been used fruitfully in the
case of Bam (Iran), Bhuj
(India), Muzaffarabd
(Pakistan), Sumatra
(Indonesia) Sichuan (China)
and  Tohoku (Japan)
Earthquakes. The North
Eastern Satellite Application
Center (NESAC) near
Shillong has been doing
good work and it could be
requested to scout for such
observations.

Biological
precursors

It has been reported and
confirmed that all zoological
specimen  behave in
abnormal behavior about ten
hours before earthquake. All
animals shout and become
violent. If the animals are tied
by rope or chain they want
to be free. Domestic animals

seismic

such as cows, buffaloes,
dogs, cats, horses, lambs
etc show abnormal
behavior about ten hours
before earthquake. Birds
do not sit on trees or in
nest. They fly in groups at
low height with shrilling
noise. Rodents and
reptiles come out of their
hidings and move in a
directionless way and they
are frightened. Insects like
millipedes, centipedes,
ants, move in haphazard
manner.

Domestic pets also
shout and may become
silent or violent.

About 15 to 30 hours
before the occurrence of
medium to large
earthquake the number of
Patients from OPD and
delivery cases shows a
sudden rise. The rise
could be three to five times
the daily average value.
With high magnitude it
could be of the order of
about five to seven times
the daily values.

Some ailments such as
High Blood Pressure,
Headache, Vomiting,
Migraine, Uneasiness,
and Depression are
caused by some
disturbance or
provocation. But these
ailments are highly
manifested without any
cause or provocation.
Patients are more confused
due to this sudden
intensification of ailment.

Clubbing the three
precursors would give a
realistic visualization of
the seismic situation
which could be effectively
used to mitigate the
seismic disaster.

A rough estimate of
earthquake magnitude and
effective distance is
possible in a thumb rule
type derivation. For
magnitude 6.0 to 7.0 the
precursors are highly
predominant up to a
distance of about 250 to
350 km radius. For
magnitude large than 7.0 it
could be observable up to
500 to 600 km radius. This
is rough estimate and there
could be variation of some

percentage. These
instructions may be
circulated to all the

concerned departments.
In the seismically active
regions, these may be
broadcast on radio and
telecast on television.

If these instructions are
followed it would be
possible to reduce the loss
of lives and property
during earthquake.

The author is a
Research Seismologist
from Pune
arunbapateq @gmail.com

TOTHE EDITOR

Loss to
Meghalaya
Agriculture

Editor,

On May 18 last, the
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu had
called on the Union Minister
of State for Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare,
Sardarshan Bhagat to seek
Centre’s  support  for
establishing a full-fledged
Agriculture University in
Arunachal Pradesh. Further,
Khandu has also impressed
upon Mr Bhagat to consider
for a Centre of Excellence for
Horticulture in Arunachal
Pradesh. The  Union
Minister of State has
assured Khandu to peruse
the requests and promised
to proffer all out support for
the establishment of such an
enviable full-fledged farm-
based academic centre.
Thus, Arunachal Pradesh
can rightly boast of having
achieved another grandiose
mile-stone of development in
as much as the Central Govt.
could favour this saffron-
ruled State in its demand.

It is lamentable to put it
on record that this
Agriculture University was
in the first place offered to
Meghalaya more than a

decade ago, to be precise
way back in 2003 in Ri-Bhoi
District on a 200 acre of land
but, to most, it is still
anybody’s guess as to why
that dream proposal had not
become a reality in
Meghalaya. Either way, the
most potent reason why our
State was denied this
unique opportunity was
evidently owing to the
couldn’t care less attitude
and half-baked professional
approach of those at the
helm right from the grass-
roots level to the highest
echelons at that opportune
moment, thereby letting slip
away a god-sent
opportunity. Nonetheless,
there were a few State
Agriculture Officers like Dr.
R.B. Dympep, former
Director of Agriculture
Department, Meghalaya as
well as from bureaucratic
levels looking after the
Agriculture sector who had
selflessly tried their level
best to pave the way for this
Agriculture University in
Meghalaya but, regrettably,
their sincere efforts proved
a non starter for reasons best
known to successive
governments. The
establishment of such a
University could have gone
a long way in ensuring not
only the progress of the farm
sector to dizzying heights in

Meghalaya but also open
up potential avenues of
employment generations to
jobless youths just like the
establishment of
NEIGRIHMS in Shillong has
benefitted not only by
rendering quality and cost
effective health care to
people but also by opening
unprecedented scope of
employment to the
unemployed army of youth
of the State. I hope those
sitting in the corridors of
powers are listening!
Yours etc
Mr. Jerome K. Diengdoh
Shillong -2

Who will take
Meghalaya
forward?

Editor,

The game is up and the
pre-election wheels are
hotting up in the state
against the Congress. A
'maha- gatbhandhan' of
political foes turned friends
typical of what happened in
Bihar is something that the
two major regional parties
UDP and HSPDP have
forged. It is something to
watch out for in the coming
months. That regional
parties can stake claim to

form a government is
uncertain given the voter
demography which
constitutes a big chunk of
non-tribals. There’s a
possibility that their votes
would equally sway
towards either the BJP or
Congress. The erstwhile
Regional Party Alliance
could not bring any
positive outcomes in the
past as the result was
political squabble for
cabinet posts and other
similar selfish drive of every
political party. As such the
road map and the vision
document of the regional
parties is not clear and what
kind of arrangement they
would have is a distant
dream to foretell. Whatever
be the results the question
is who can deliver and
provide leadership to take
Meghalaya forward.
Yours etc....
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong

In 2018, CM
should be from
Jaintia Hills

Editor,

The recent statements of
UDP’s Member of District
Council (MDC) H.S Shylla,

(ST May 20, 2017) to the
effect that it was time that the
next chief minister of
Meghalaya should be from
Shillong ( Khasi Hills) in 2018
rather than Garo Hills which
has given us many CM’s are
absurd. Going by Shylla’s

logic that the District
represented by  Chief
Minister sees more

development, then in my
humble opinion, the next
Chief Minister should be
selected from such regions of
Meghalaya like the Jaintia
Hills which have seen lesser
levels of development since
the creation of Meghalaya in
1972. So far the district has
produced only Deputy Chief
Ministers. I hope soon we will
e producing a Chief
Minister because a CM from
the Jaintia Hills would then
be able to give attention to
the needs of the district. At
this moment, I am tempted to
say after Martin Luther
King, I too have such a
dream for the Jaintia Hills
District.
Yours etc.,
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah,
Viaemail

Plight of
farmers

Editor,
The death of six farmers

in police firing in Madhya
Pradesh is horrific. We are
achieving success in
space one after another.
But are we really trying to
improve the lot of our small
farmers? Are our policies
meant for the people in
general? How long are we
to stay put at and around
131st position in Human
Development  Index?
When will we give small
and marginal farmers "the
ownership and control of
the material resources of
the community," as
enshrined in Article 39 (b)
of our Constitution?
When will our people
"have the right to an
adequate  means of
livelihood," as per the
Article 39 (a) of the Indian
Constitution? And when
will we follow Article 39 (¢)
so "that the operation of
the economic system does
not result in  the
concentration of wealth in
the hands of a few"?
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Banking On Economy

Search for new
farm path

By Shivaji Sarkar

The country needs to
adopt a new economic
policy. The three years of
NDA government has seen
an effort to break away from
the past. It needs more
vigorous effort and wide
discussion to chart out the
new course. The change
needs to be drastic. The
political system has to take
over the reins to root out
poverty, which despite
statistical jugglery, in real
terms has not come down.
The slowdown is palpable.
Jobs are inadequate and it
is not matching the growing
numbers of those without
jobs. Even overall growth
has come down, as per
official statistics. Inflation is
projected to remain low
except in food items,
projects the latest Reserve
Bank of India monetary
policy.

Thus should not the
interest rate be further
lowered to pep up the
housing industry, boost
consumption and industrial
activities? That is what
common logic says. Is the
RBI going beyond it? So it
seems. It is viewing the
situation with a different
glass. The latest June 5, 2017
monetary policy seemingly
has many doubts about the
economy. Rightfully so.

“Past episodes have
shown that when there are
significant fiscal slippages,
they do permeate through
inflation sooner or later.
Farm loan waiver is a path
that we need to tread very
carefully before it gets out
of hand”, is the circumspect
observation of RBI
Governor Urjit Patel while
releasing the monetary
policy. This means that
interest rates should not be
lowered for a tottering
banking sector with almost
Rs 12 lakh crore of bad loans
touted as NPA.

Should we not give farm
loan waivers? Is it not a
queer logic against the
political wisdom? The Uttar
Pradesh government has
waived Rs 36,000 crore
worth loans. Now farmers in
MP and Maharashtra are up
in arms. There are forces
which are trying to cash in
on it. The total waiver would
cost Rs 3 lakh crore — a huge
sum for an economy that is
trying to find its moorings.

Farmers have a strong
logic. If big houses’ loans of
Rs 1.5 lakh crore, which
benefits some individuals,
could be waived off why not
for lakhs of farmers and their
families? Again this is a
“sound logic”. It should
remain just at that. The
money waived either for big
houses or farmers was lent
to them by hard earned
deposits of citizens. Do
banks have the right to
waive it? In the case of the
industrialists the banks did
it. The farmers’ loan waivers
are done by  State
governments, as in UP, or as
in the past by the Central
government. It was
taxpayers’ money that needs
to be used for furthering
growth and development of
the country. Thus it is a
convoluted economic
prudence. Additionally,
there is a human angle as
also statistics. Over 54 to 58
per cent, as per official
statistics, of the people are
dependent on farms for their
livelihood. It comes to
approximately 75 crore
people. The farmers have
problems of high input cost
and low and sometimes
negative returns. It hits this
large population and the
economy starts tottering
again.

The so-called 1991
“economic reform” and the
1995 WTO rules of the
Agreement on Agriculture
targeted ending farm
subsidies. It  caused
enormous misery for the
farm sector and abated
innumerable suicides. The
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) says 256,913
farmers committee suicide
between 1995 and 2011.

What UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath did could
be humanist but is not for a
long term solution. The
country needs to chalk out
a strategy for the farmers
away from the banks and
the politics of waiver.

Reducing interest rates is
a blow to the sick banking
industry, funded fully by
the common man through
their deposits or
“recapitalising” with
taxpayers’ money. Both are
imprudent. Low interest
rates hit the common
depositors. Banks are also
failing for their uncontrolled
profligacy. If charges
continued to rise the
depositors would prefer to
opt out of the banks.

This would solve the
triple problems — interest
rates need not be tweaked,
recapitalisation at
taxpayers’ cost could be
avoided and people would
not have to pay illegal and
extortive bank charges. The
glorious side is the banks
would have less to worry
about managing the funds,
which will not be there and
since they would not be
able lend to large houses,
their NPAs would be wiped
off. Yes, if people move out
of banks that grew with
small savings, ultimately the
banks would have to fight
for their existence - a normal
economic fall-out.
Therefore, the banks need
to redo their mathematics
and do away with extortive
charges on each
transaction. If they have
failed for their bad
management, they cannot
tax the people and take the
economy on an inflationary
ruinous path.

The nation has to give
deeper thought towards the
farmers and the agricultural
sector. Flip flop policies over
the past 26 years, treating
industry separately from the
farms and levying of queer
charges by all services
including railways, where
you lose more than half of
the money for
cancellations, though trains
go overfull, or airlines where
you do not get a refund,
super high tolls, extortive
income tax, profession tax
and plethora of others are
putting a brake on
consumer expenditure. This
has made prices rise and
lowered purchasing
capacity. It has hit farms,
industry, and core sector all
alike.

The nation needs to do a
rethinking. The farmer and
farming has to be at the
centre of the discussion.

The  Narendra  Modi
government is seized of it
but cobweb of rules,

procedures and complicated
economic situation has
prevented it from having the
desired solutions. It is
imperative to keep the
economic costs low and
farmers in a happy state for
peace, growth and taking the
country to the path of being
a super power. Industrial

growth is linked to
happiness in the farm
sector. It can check

migration, put development
at fast pace and a properly
tended farmers would not
need loan waivers.

There is no denying that
the economy was slowing
even before demonetisation.
Demand was coming down.
If this has to be reversed it
can be done on a holistic
approach of recalibrating

and integrating the
economy. Piecemeal
approach has caused

enormous problems. A new
thinking on subsidies and
direct benefit transfer (DBT)
is required. All subsidies are
not bad.

Modi needs to initiate the
process of finding the new
path for a benevolent farm
policy targeting sustenance
to the smallest farmer. It has
to be intertwined with a
forward looking industrial
approach and creating the
critical industry-agriculture
balance. ---INFA
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‘A comfortable old age is the reward of a
well-spent youth. Instead of its bringing
sad and melancholy prospects of decay, |
would give us hopes of eternal youth in a
better world.”
--- Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

Farmers' Solution

oan walver not
the way out
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; ; A resurgence of farm loan : ; output pie falls, any crisi
Darjeelmg rOCked! waiver culture in the Indian By Moin Qa2| hurts those dependent
. polity has got many . it gravely.
THE Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) has launcheébnomists and policy beneficiaries of such of India's 263 million farmers ~ A sense of dee

an.agltatlon inthe Darjeel_lng hills. Tyvp gOVernMEYILe e bulk of the farm land problems  faced
offices have been set on fire. The stir is over the Westin-fed, the need to offerdestitute  farmers —arewaivers to mean they don'tThey have lost all hope
same relief to a drought-hitcomplex and require anpave to. and also the will to fight

NeWborrowed funds for non-in alternatives to farm conditions that lead to such(NSSO), 90% of India’
o%gg_lgultural purpose.

he debt forgiveness inl nfrastructure foramere14% of India's GDPhectares of land. Th
h&amil Nadu and Uttar Development Fund insteadmuch lower than 47% of GDPsurvey says the avera
radesh led to a growingof reaching out to jyst after

Bengal government’s declaration to make Bengalimer is real. It is an strong political will to

compulsory in all schools. Chief minister Mamaggknowledged fact that loanaddress ~ them. Theirfarmers are complex andhave opted for permane
o _ i _ . waivers are a wrong practicdandholdings are below therequire a steely political will escape from their physic

Banerjee is facing a state of violence in the hills hurtiigi have several inimical?hconﬁTéC?AW VI;.ab“_? to be properly addressedand emotional pain b

; ; ; g term implications. They threshold, thus resulting INTheir landholdings are belowingesting
tgurISt tltade_' It.goes V\_"thOUt saying that GJHmish farmers who haverecurrence of bad loansthe threshold that ispesticides.
violence is unjustified. Agitations should be peacefoéen  diligent  with ;/p]/alvers can dodllttlelz to %rl'deconomically viable. The  According to the 70t
. | repayments and encouragéneése eplorabl€result is a cycle of bad loansSituation of Agricultural

Whether or not Bengali should be made compulsg ant behavior amongconditions. and bad harvests followingHouseholds in

is debatable. Nepalis do not form a majority ampiggalcitrant borrowers -lax

the population in the hills. Mamata Banerjee has

reversed her position saying that Darjeeling sch

will be exempt from compulsory Bengali policy. T|

NDA government has been under fire for trying

kers worried. In a countrypopulist policies. The have decided not to repaydespair runs through the
by their debts, expecting loanlives of farmers in India

The problems of smallAn increasing numbefr
deadly

. Indig
Frequent debt waiverspoor rainfall. Loan waivers conducted by Nationa
credit discipline and the usemay push banks to inveshave little role in ending the Sample Survey Office

lending such as the Rurabroblems. Farming accountsfarmers have less than g,

or India's farm household makes less,
) &Horus for a waiver of individual farmers to meetindependence 70 years agadhan Rs. 6,500 a month

The Shanghal
Balance

By Kanwal Sibal

The significance of in the unleashing of jihadi
| India's membership of theterrorism against the
®Shanghai  CooperationSoviets in Afghanistan, the
Prganisation (SCO) shouldSaudi-funded madrassas in
neither be exaggerated noPakistan from which the
minimised. On the positive Taliban arose as
side it enhances India'snstruments in the hands of
regional status. Thelslamabad to strategically
“platform it provides to control Afghanistan
regularly interact with SCO through the bonds of Islam
members, especially theand the safe-havens
NCentral Asian states, andprovided to the Al Qaida
Althat too collectively, will leadership on Af-Pak
Y enable a betterterritory that provided the
understanding of thestaging grounds for the
regional dynamics at worklslamic movements
within the organisation. threatening Tajikistan and
China and Russia have sdJzbekistan. The strong re-
! far dominated the SCO, withemegence of the Taliban
| China engaged in resourceided once more by Pakistan

D

F extraction projects such agpresents a major challenge
® 0il and gas pipelines andto them and us. The SCO
romoting other forms of Declaration of 2001 as well
connectivity to create as the SCO Charter of 2002
arkets for China's exportsgnvisages cooperation in
nd Russia, with its limited cracking down on terrorism,
economic and financial separatism and extremism,

e

i indi -Hindi i ricultural  loans in their agriculture demands.  hile the global averagefrom all sources of incom i : i
|mpose.H|nd| on non _Hmdl speaking states. If ﬂ,a\lﬁgaharashtra_ with This may indirectly boost of |andho|dingg size is 595 and they're only ke tggﬁﬁﬁ'tt'esi'ssffecs”S'antr%rééﬁgcrgénr?eﬁbomwvivtm(:h ht%\ée
centre is to be criticised, so should the Keralanarashtra also joining thethe  mushrooming  of hectares, the per capitafloat by governmen y

%’ﬂrm loan waiver Un s crupulous ayailability of land in India schemes
ndwagon, various Statemoneylenders.

ngleernments are expected to our
waive off $40 billion of large sums being investechectares. In a sense, this is ans.

ttﬂ‘:ﬁmers' loans in the run-up To improve their lives

to the 2019 general elections The result is a Cycle of bad loans andfarmers need a way out

in the country, a global ) . icult d into th
ithanking group has said. . bad harvests following poor rainfall. Shatacturing or <or

Farm loan waivers will i i i sector. In fact most smal
Qt%ount to 2 per cent of Loa_n e Ul _have little role in scale farmers woul
pteass domestic product ending the conditions that lead to such happily sell their land, i

that

government for making Malayalam mandatory ir from 1951 to 2011 declined bymoney to them and b

schools. The West Bengal government should n
Bengali and Nepali optional in the schools in
Darjeeling hills area.

In a globalised world , language is linked w
economic opportunities. Parochialism should
eschewed. No state government should prom

. aPP) by the 2019 polls, as only they could be
particular language at the cost of another. That \&ﬁﬁar States are also likely Problems. provided employment |
impair the national image of linguistic diversity. 5@ _follow the BJP's - lieu ~of it. India’s

Maharashtra and UPoOnly to buy seeds orstory of unfinished reformsdevelopmental failur

far, so good. Butin Darjeeling, language is the fhy
end of the weave. The demand for Gorkhaland
surfaced again and Central intervention has
asked for. Autonomy is fine, but not bifurcation
west Bengal.

LOOKING BACK

March 27, 1989

ﬁ)#ank of America Merrill invest in mechanisation.should be why almost 55%inability to move the hug
th (BofA-ML) report.  India is the world's second-of the population producesmass of people involved i
peen Ashok Gulati, an largest producer of rice,just 17% of agricultural agriculture to industry an

riculture specialist at thewheat, cotton, and sugaroutput. Unless this hugeservices.

dian Council for ResearchHowever, its productivity swathe of the population is More seve
on International Economicis well below the world empowered, loan waivers willdecades afte
Relations argues that thisaverage. Bankers stangemain a recurring feature ofindependence, India do
can spread like a contagiougtnd watch helplessly asthe landscape. not have a nation
disease to most parts of théhere is a surge in the The causes of farmersagriculture policy. There i
country and you will very number of ‘wilful' defaults woes have been consistentl need for an integrat
soon see at least 3-4 State@mong borrowers. Fundsjocumented, but nobodyapproach - one th

MPs plead for h0|d|ng announcing similar farm loan of agriculture end loans areyants to fix them: the tired addresses sour
waivers, diverted instead to marrysoil, the high-cost seeds; thaustainability, land us

talks with Bodos | _ i

_ Loan waivers are bothoff daughters, to becomethirsty crops; the bone-drymanagement, agricultur
Members in the Lok the sub-plan to solve'bad politics' and ‘badlenders themselves, buildskies, the sinking bore-wells strategies, deman
Sabha today expressed theiproblems related to landeconomics'. Loan waiversextensions for their the increasing amounts ofmanagement and t
opposition to any further transfer, he said. He urgegave an insignificant role in farmhouses or to splurgefertilizer to rejuvenate the distribution and pricing o
%\:'202;30'?%5@? Sgtctllgﬂlgr?ttpho?itigglmcraepitr;cl)tojto o][nt‘?r‘]lzeending the current abysmalon social occasions.  |and, pesticides, labour costswater. Compartmentaliz
er  situation. In a sense, loan
g)artitc?igatiﬁg?r? thzgrlctezﬂr%gd\?i%?eonéneovemrenrlljts?nd 5&) aivers recite a story ofthat the government knowsfeed, the debt, the womenpe adequate to address

debate. or the situationcondermmed simultaneousi#nfm'Shed. reforms in India. they will sanction more the shame. _ current crises.
arising out of the agitation with efforts to bring the tribg he question should be whyloans and fall into the same  To improve their standard A longer-term strateg
by the All Bodo Students population to tha almost 55% of the populationtrap again and will withhold of living, farmers need to gowould be to make farmin
Union for a separate statemainstream. Dr GaufiProduces just 17% ofrepayment of these loanspeyond agriculture and entesteadily profitable. Thi
the members said a solutiorShankar Rajhans (Cong |l gricultural output. Unle_sswaglng for tfhe rllext election the ~ manufacturing  orwould involve prope
to their genuine problemssaid if the Bodo insist opthis share of the populationin NOPES O & loan walver.services sector. Most smallirrigation and wate
should be found within the central participation at thielS empowered, loan waivers The government knowsscale farmers would happilyconservation,
state by redressing theirroundable then the Assanwill remain an unsuccessfulwe will take out more loanssel| their land, if only they market information an
genuine grievances. Government must agree to fitrecourse. in the end and fall in thecould be provided access for farmers, and t
Congress(l) member MrMr Parag Chaliha (AGP sal/d  Indebtedness is the mossame trap again and willemployment in its place.development of agro
Kishore Chandra Dev saidthe Bodo question could npacute problem faced by smalwithhold repayment of |ndia's developmental failureindustries. The decision
there was no case for ae looked at in isolation andand marginal farmers. these loans too waiting forsince 1947 has been itsand actions that
further divisionof Assam. asserted that the AGPHowever, they mostly the next election for thejnapility to relocate people country's leadership take
Creation of autonomousGovernment had been quitéorrow from moneylendersloan to be waived ," saidinyolved in agriculture to - or fails to take - now ma
district councils was also notprompt in dealing with the and hence a loan waiverVital Mhaski, a cotton other industries andshape the future not on
practicable.  However, peoples grievances and |ifjoes not serve their causefarmer in Maharashtra whoservices. As the share obf India's agriculture but it

provisions could be madetaking action in cases Ofaffiuent farmers are the realis Rs 77,000 in debt. Somexgriculture in the national polity as well.——INFA
about the administration ofviolence.
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Assembly
Resolution on

than

then why the hullaballoo? majority beef eaters of theEven in the selection offar in this regard. Most of theof sorts that some peop
Ignorance is not bliss. state. beneficiaries for giving statistics on animals, cropsjust “love” to compare ou
However, if they wish to,  Again, nowhere has theschemes for cattle rearingfish etc  quoted in state with others whereg
documentswhen it comes to action

: they can still send their resolution mentioned that 9¢he process is in shamblegovernment _
bOV|ne opinions and views but it is per cent of the cows bough@ind not transparent at allincluding the Budget, arethey act differently.
Slau hter not certain what the by Meghalaya from otherlt is riddled with partiality. mere guessing games byressure groups are se
g government of India will do states of India are dailyAssistance should bebureaucrats. No genuineas alternative “weapons
Editor, with those views andsmuggled (illegally liberal but there is no painful and credible attemptsto further a cause which

Apropos the lead storysuggestions. | presume theexported) to Bangladestencouragement from thehave been made so far bwhy a section of the
in The Shillong Times (ST Centre might have a seconcpurely for slaughtering anddepartment concerned tdhem to ensure correctnespusiness ~ community
June 13, 2017) regarding thédook by modifying the for consumption as well agncrease livestock of statistics. If statistics areremains divided on thi
Meghalaya Government’snotified Rules.

Resolution tabled in the The best and immediatecountry. In fact, none fromthe demand for meat, milkplanning goes haywire.

House for immediate course of action for thethe ‘ruling and theand other products far Yours efc., pe used as tools. Th
withdrawal of the central Meghalaya Government toopposition benches mad®utweighs the supply. The Philip Marwein, HNLC has seized thi
notification G.S.R. 494(E) do, if it is deadly against theany mention of it, not toLivestock Mission has no Via emall opportunity and
Dated 23rd May,2017 notified Rules by the Gol, is speak of raising a debate ofneaning at all if the attitude threatened to use IED
(bovine slaughter ban), Ito challenge the validity of the gravity of continuousand the  style  of Wanted a This is fraught with dange|
wish to state that though thethe Notification in a court of cow  smuggling  from functioning of  the and the HNLC should nd
Meghalaya Legislative law. This is simply common Meghalaya into Veterinary and Animal referendum on compare the issues (
Assembly was unanimous insense. Perhaps by now, th®angladesh. The PrincipaHusbandry Department . Kashmir to that of
adopting the resolution tocourt order would have beenAct as well as the notifiedcannot be overhauled and rallwayS! Meghalaya Suc
be sent to the Governmenbut much before the tablingRules speak clearly againsghanged drastically. This  gqiior comparison.s are odiou
of India, | am not sure whatof the resolution. it. | wonder, if smuggling Department should be g4, ’too long the Perhaps the stat

the Central Government willMeghalaya Governmentcomes under the powers oiccorded top priority (as it
do on receipt of thehas its own legal advisersthe states and if the State dills under the primary
Resolution. | only hope thatand attorneys. Where areMeghalaya finds it hard tosector). It should also be,
the Resolution is takenthey? Why not seek theirreveal the facts happenin@llocatﬁd adequate fundls.
kindly. In fact, the Central advice? Does the on the ground. Furthermore, | strongly ; )

Draft ~ Rules  were government doubt their The gprincipa| Act on question the statistics!sshOuun|gal,[lﬁgI {(oéuar;%dw?éo_my then will a ﬁ'eﬁ\r
intentionally placed in the capability? Be that as it may,Prevention of Cruelty totouted by the Governmentt jnge elements resort t picture emerge whetne

opposition for setting up agovernment can hold
rail-head at Byrnihat hasreferendum to see ho
been going on. Wantonmany support the rail-hea
violent activities in this age and how many oppose i

Gol website for over a monththe people of MeghalayaAnimals, 1960 and the Ruleghat the demand for beef ing;,ch pehavior? Isn't there ?feome want a railhead up
in order to solicit views, and the Government neechotified recently, clearly Meghalaya is only 23,6343y out to negotiate and™® Byrnihat.

opinions and suggestionmot be alarmed at thestipulate that cattle andMT per year and that aboutyrrive at an agreed ~ Yours etc...
from the public as well asnotification ~ for  its especially the bovine stocksl1,000 MT have to besettlement? We are living in ~ DOminic S. Wankhay
from the state governmentsimplementation rests with (livestocks) should be takerimported from outside. This the 21st century and not the Shillong

| don’'t know if anyone from the State Government. Thecare of and their health angtatistics is supplied bymiddle Ages. Toda
Meghalaya or whether thefact of the matter is that thewell being ensured. But tillarmchair babus of theglopalisation has impacte

Government of Meghalayapresent Government isdate, no one, not even th&eterinary department. Nogj| our lives. The need for the e full name, address and
have sent in their opinionsalarmed, because electiongsovernment of Meghalayarealistic and authenticraijl-head up to Byrnihat for| ¢omtact number of the writer,
and suggestions on the drafare round the corner andis able to ensure this aspecgurveys were conducted byyoods trains should be takep€/e? if they are sent by email.
Rules. If they have not donethey see this notification asCattle are left at the mercy opther independent bodiesgs a positive sign rather than©nly letters with the requisite

y Letters to the Editor must have

funne

Bankers mourn over 709, from 0.5 hectares to 0.1%eriodic waivers of farn

manufacturing or service

[RIBvernments, according tofertilizers, rather than tojn India. The questionsince 1947 has been its

Farmers openly admitthe dowries, the mouths toresponses are unlikely to

better

the

for exporting outside thatproduction especially whenwrong then the wholeissue and so elements likg
the KSU come in handy tp

around the threat of religiousappearance of Islamic State
lextremism and terrorism.elements in Afghanistan.
¥India's entry acknowledges On the less positive side,
its role in building the future China, which had always
of this region. For the bracketed India's SCO
Central Asian statesmembership with that of
concerned about theirPakistan, has succeeded in
independence, India'sits objective, entrenching
membership balancesthe hyphenation it makes
somewhat the between the two countries
preponderance of Russien the international stage.
and China, besides offeringChina's strategy is to deny
them structured access t@ny regional advantage to
another major partner forlndia vis a vis Pakistan,
development promotion.which is the logic driving
India's membership expandsilso its opposition to India's
he geographic andNSG membership without
geopolitical frontiers of the Pakistan. This shoring up of
SCO, with the views, Pakistan for China's
interests and capacities oparochial reasons caters to

h

1=
=

o= @

The SCO membership follows the
same logic of working in all
geopolitical spaces with a view to
raising India's profile and enlarging
its political, economic and security

r

<

C
t
€

| options.

d

Canother  Asian  giant Pakistan's paranoia of parity
dinfluencing the with India and reduces

organisation's deliberationspressure on it to behave as
and decisions. a normal state. Even though
€ India's strategic interestPakistan's  hands  on
in playing on as manyreligious extremism and
geopolitical chess boards aserrorism- key concerns of
possible, without beingRussia and the Central
inhibited by renewed Asian states- are unclean, its
rivalries and changingSCO membership
equations amongst existingobfuscates that reality.
and emerging powers, isRegrettably, Russia, which
served by its SCOhad initially opposed
embership. In recent yearakistan's membership
India has been engaged in decause its role as a partner
strategic exercise to Improvein combating terrorism was
"its relations with the US, questioned by it, now
reserve its traditional tiesacknowledges positively
Y with Russia and engage withpakistan's anti-terrorism
}/thna positively despite credentials. How Pakistan,
 differences. In a pragmaticyhich continues to promote
approach to internationalterrorism against India and
relations  India  has afghanistan, can cooperate
strengthened  military yjthin the SCO framework in
cooperation with the UScombating religious

gand fo.rge.dlwitfh itha joint oy tremism and terrorism is
strategic vision for the Asia-n¢lear. Modi was right to
JPacific and Indian OceanraiSe the issue of

regions even as it hasg,gicajisation, recruitment,
participated in the Russ'a'training and financing of

dia-China dialogue :
qu . terrorists at Astana and the
»subscribed to the BRICS.mpOSSibiIity of finding a

i
agenda and become without

; Zolution
?#irr]lil-r;)%omgg%er (ngﬁ coordinated efforts. That

[ Infrastructure InvestmentpakIStan should have been

 Fund. The SCO membershig)/VeN  preference  for
ollows the same logic of membership over Iran and

working in all geopolitical Afghanistan which have
€spaces with a view to raising 10" €conomic, cultural and
5 India’s profile and enlargingdir€ct security ties with
its political, economic and Central Asian states reflects
5.security options. Chlnafs'noxmus clout.
r Central Asiais well within __India’s membership will
tIndia's strategic perimeterNave other difficult aspects.
fBecause the region isWe will have to decide on
landlocked and the OUr participation along with
traditional access to itPakistan in SCO's joint
s.through Afghanistan hasmilitary exercises. Modi
ebeen blocked by Pakistan,”ght'y mentloned at Astana
athe feeling of its remotenesQUr  desire to deepen
vfrom us has grown. Yet,regional connectivity but
ddistance-wise Central Asianone  that  respects
t.countries are much nearer t§overeignty,  regional
us than werealise. Almost integrity, inclusivity and
rall their capitals are closer toSustainability, which the
New Delhi by air than BRI does not. How will we
Trivandrum is. That the reconcile our opposition to
leaders of these MuslimChina's Belt and Road
countries are secular in theidnitiative (BRI) with the
orientation and are opposedupport it receives from all
to religious extremism is aSCO members. Not only
strategic asset for the regiortlifferences with Pakistan
and important for our butalso with China will have
security. We have sharedo be navigated by us in the
interest to counter threats t&SCO, even as we play a
them from Islamic radicalism constructive role.
radiating from the Af-Pak  (The author is former

h

n

so because of ignorancehe ideal bait to fish thethe rearers and ownersNGOs or other agencies s@pposing it. It is a hypocrisy| details will be published.

region, the roots of which lie Foreign Secretary)




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2017

(SIX)

“A child who is allowed to be
disrespectful to his parents will not have
true respect for anyone.”

--- Frank A. Clark
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Home Minister's Mizoram visit

SINCE Prime Minister Modi took over the reins

governance in May 2014, he has been visiting thg

North Eastern states and spending time here. Hs
familiarised himself with the problems of each of
eight states, Modi had directed his ministers tg
only make flying visits to the states but to also sp
time there. Home Minister Raj Nath Singh had vis
Nathu La the border between Sikkim and China
month and convened meetings with different ager
to speed up infrastructure development such as
and air links in the border state. The North Eas
region shares 96% of its borders with foreign nat
and only about 4% with India. It makes sens
build a system of communication networks with th
neighbouring countries for trade and commerc
1991 India came up with a foreign policy for build
trade relations with the countries of South East 4
For nearly two decades the Look East Policy
become only a slogan. Prime Minister Modi wan
to see more action on this front and renamed i
Act East Policy thereby making India’s relations v

the East Asian neighbours a foreign policy prioriqg

From the very beginning the Modi governm
made it clear that India forge strategic partners
with ASEAN countries and with Vietnam and Jay
in particular. This Policy requires that communica
bottlenecks between the North Eastern states
the neighbouring South East Asian countries, na
Myanmar, Cambodidhailand, Singapore, Malays
Brunei, Phillipines, Laos, Vietham et al are remo
and old trade routes rejuvenated. Home Ministe
Nath Singh visited Mizoram this week to over
the security aspects of the border between that
and Myanmar as it is also a regular route use
militants of the North East. Besides, the Kala
multi-modal Transiproject has been hanging fire {
nearly two decades. The Modi Government wg
to see it through. Apart from trade and comme
the Project is important in ensuring India’s politi
and military interests in the region rivalling Chir
Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport Projé
intends to revive the river transport route ug
Paletwa and build a 129-km-long two-lane highv
(NH-502A) through the hilly terrains of Myanm
to connect NH-54 at Lawngtlai in Mizoram. Tk
would reduce the distance from Kolkata to Aizy

by less than half from the existing 1,550 km. Sug#{"

communications projects are integral for land-log
states like Mizoram.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Speaker urged to remove
non-member from MLA Hostel

The shoddy functioning ynauthorised  vehicle
of the MLA Hostel has ghqgyid not be allowed insid
caused considerableq compound, they felt
concern among MLAS, Who The MLAs also demande
in a recent letter have drawnaccommodation for thei
the attention of the Speakery iy ars medical facilities
Mr P G Marbaniang 10 it. jnqtajlation of generators

The MLAs have urged qjjing bells, and a twenty
removal of non-members¢, - hour water supply.

from the Hostel rooms, and ~ the MLAs who signed
action against taxi driversy,o |atter were Messrs B
who have made the Hosteh;omin. ¢ R Marak. C Wi
compound a "permanentyarak. B Rabha. S M
parking place.” The 'etter'Sangrr;a, N B San’gma, !
signed by 14 MLAS.’ Agitok, L C Momin, H B
deplored the lack of security an, L M Sangma, M
and the unchecked entry of\iykhim, B Nongseij, P D
outsiders to the Hostelsangma and C R Marak.

premises, and suggested .
that security guards and Gold production up
by 100 kgs

watch-and-ward staff be
Gold production by the

provided immediately as a
precautionary measure. - o
Bharat Gold Mines Limited
Non-members had(BGML) has gone up by
about one hundred k

occupied some Hostel
rooms in contravention ofduring the eleven moths ti
' February this year. Th

the rules, the MLAs wrote
SBGML produced 850.2 kg

and demanded that thi
practice be put to an end togold from April 0988 to
SFebruary this year a

immediately. The member
compared to 750 kg durin

also said that the private
vehicles of the MLAs could 1,4 corresponding period i
the previous year, steel arn

not be parked in the
compound as some taXinines Minister Mr M L

drivers are using the placesgtedar told the Lok Sabh

Hh@)rd statements of VIP

ConstitutionalAuthorities

More corrupt
than Politicians?

By Insaf

Is Congress running
out of Ideas?

We are seeing a reactive
Dr Mukul Sangma speak
@fbout a positive turn-
around. But that’s not the .
thing! He has termed©f the leading independent candidate
rch rival the BJP asCongressmen/ministersquite a few rebels from th
rs.” That's a cruel are likely to join the BJIP. regional parties and th

publishing news of

bandhs and hartals has . , . -
also helped the causé Has Goa stirred a hornet's  Tamil Nadu politics

Quantifying the losd Nest? On Tuesday lastcontinues to be bogged
suffered by the stataCh'ef Minister _Parrlkar down by corruption. A sting
€during the ILP agitation proposed an audit of Stateyperation has opened a can
- €and filing an FIR against & €ctoral officers’ of worms and given the
themark to make against £2Nd while some of Dr congress, now seem to bgne gifferent interest 'eimbursement claim of Rsgpposition DMK a handle
olitical rival, no matter Sangma’s poligal rivals wooing the National groups has succeeded [in-5-86 crore incurred duringto mock their counterparts
@l loathsome they be 2r€ right there and visible peoples’ Party (NPP) butishering ~ in  an t€ February poll. To Mrin the Assembly with
that's what politics is such as PN Sylgm, othersyith PA Sangma out of theatmosphere of reIativaClear_" it was “seem_lngly placards of “MLAsFor
feduced to in Meghalaya @'€ |€ss obtrusive. Theyscene, you wonder if the tWonarmony which in turr] €xorbitant’, as according tosale” and putting them up
ited a game of name-calling.2"® waiting and watchingyounger Sangmas can rallhas allowed tourism te him. the officials had hired for ‘auction’. The high
Ang at this point in time the the unfolding political the aggrieved candidatesnrive. This is one plug vehicles other than thosejecibel ~ drama  on
|@%Ewgress seems to be ofCcene and will jump shipand consolidate the party’syoint of the MUA-II| already made available fromyednesday last, saw leader
\dfess back-foot hence it is?Y September this year. Agyolitical base. government. But in terms Various departments forsga|in demanding
on indulging  in f@r as PN Syiem is" One only has to talk toof real development ndtelection duty. While this gissolution of the House, as
[ goguery and reactin 1ed, Ne e ople to find out that theymuch has been achievedwould pass, his observatiome sajid the February vote
he beef ban issue whicHNOWs his political rival - a are ready for a change. Butt is also a fact that Df at a function two days lateryryst was “fixed and bought
l€Hlway is a state subject/ormer bureaucrat — so hayhat form that change will Sangma is running ashould ruffle feathers. Hegyer". This, on the basis of
dhgen political parties start€an start his campaigniake and who will lead thatcabinet that comprisessaid that for those two-andhe sting operation carried
to react to what their rivals"1ght away. It might not be change seems to be theninisters who have failed half-months of the poll gyt by a news channel
it shows that theySuch a tall order for Syiemmjjlion dollar question. The to deliver. The| process, the Electionshowing two MLAs openly
e%éua”y have nothing mucht© defeat a ‘babu” who hasregional parties who wedepartments that havieCommission has given thisialking' of taking money
say about their ownfOr two decades or morethought would all convergefailed the people of this bill and ‘they were going and gold for votes offered
S alyhievements. only known how to talk now look a bit under thestate the most are Poweraround in the vehicles”. Andpy middlemen of both the
But of course the cm down to people. How aweather. It's only the UDP Education, Health, Urbahthen there was a biggelpanneerselvam and
N@as very particular aboutSUPercilious bureaucratand the HSPDP that haveAffairs, PWD, PHED,| punch at Nirvachan Sadanpgjaniswami camps! While
\dpyiting his government’s ¢an suddenly transformieamed up while KHNAM C&RD and Agriculture. Dr| He said: “I don't like 10 the authenticity of the sting
Slccess rate. He spoke of 4110 @ people-personang the other newbies arangma’s baby - Thecriticise  constitutional js peing questioned with the
hasitive  turn-around rubbing shoulders with theout of the confederacy. SoBasin ~ Development authorities, but  when pmAs in denial mode. the
repeatedly. One knows thigh0i-polloi will be quite a jt js correct to expect thatProgramme whiclh) constitutional authorities puvK is set to up the ante.
tﬁé)cause reporters generallgPectacle. Maybe one carach constituency will haveenvisages a convergenteytain absolute power, thewwith Congress and IUML
dearn about behavioralat |east 5 candidates, on@f several departmentscan pecome more corrupiyas joining its protest
and transcribe them¢hange from the 2018each from the Congresshas failed to achieve itsihan politicians.” And, t0 Stalin has warned it will not
itherbatim. Editors know €l€ction.  Of course gjp, PDF, NPP and the UDPODjectives becauseptiress his point he stateqet go as the Government

xactly how many times aMawsynram will be an HSpDP. There might also belepartments have hudepa;while politicians have o has “lost moral and leaal
articular word (turn- electoral fantasia withjndependents and the NCEg0s and want to function .o pefore people everyignt to continue in officg"

By Patricia Mukhim

i

oncerned, he alreadype

a)

-

patound) is repeated in the ONeY charylging handstoo in some .cqnsti.tuenci.es.'n silos. S0me five years and are|s it a classic case of the
unedited report. The CM islike nobody.s bu5|ne§s.30 who will win in this multi- departmental headsanswerable to the media 24{atile calling the pot black?
{ candidates  will cornered contest is a tougfOmpPlain that a large pajt g p -

hipSunate that media hereBoth

7 “thi kind f
)% ten with respect anddemonstrate ' b h °

accountability has to be Rajasthan housing has a
there everywhere.” shaky foundation. In fact, a
The Chief Minister was recent case reveals its not
obviously peeved at thepnly private builders but
, delay in holding of elections government agencies too
»in some panchayat wardgake the citizens for a ride.
; after a court order andthe National Consumer
s sought to know who 5h0U|dDisputes Redressal
be held responsible for thecommission came down
ddelay? Sadly, to him “therenard on the Rajasthan
htiS No accountability of the Housing Board as a
State Election Commission.commainant had his
elf  politicians  were gjjocation of property
objective is achieved. Bytresponsible for the delay,cancelled twice in schemes
that can only happen ifthey would have beenfgated in 1979 and 2007.

. ; &here is an independentcriticised. It is very easy toThi issi
: A~ nOpposition unity. There are i ; p - SIS This forced the Commission
sector, the educationdPP y looking at the numbers gameya|yation team who will target a politician,” he wentto observe: “government

j@éb'gor, the public heauhnomforimr:d?blfer ?ﬁ“%n?tl and the possibility of share  their findings on to make his point. Theagencies have no right to
gihineering or the publicc@ hF?aQ ers for the 'da ¥orming a  coalition publicly. And seven yearsremarks would get a lot of gccept monev from the
works department sectors®t this juncture. Besides,government after February-g enough time for any cheer from the common man ublicpunless tr¥e e ead
AGtsis he speaking about théh® MUA government March 2018. In that Cas€programme to make anput then two wrongs don’t\?\/ith a housin s)i:heme fory
tourism sector and the 300dT1St SUTISr 1 SBare of 4 Meghalaya is headed folimpact! make a right. His run-in with \yhich allot y t b
Ligjfrastructure ( home-stay een In the driving seat forchange is unlikely to maketq speak about hisFebruary, the poll bodytime.” While the Board
acilities) — a scheme whichS€Ven years and with ndits appearance. Cgovernment's issued a nofice to him (therbld s thI ,ihe Board
laas been taken advantag¥Sible turn-around for the  br Mukul Sangma while achievements at a publicpefence Minister) over his| tor was & ‘mi ako’min
| 9f by a few well establishedMajority of Meghalaya's speaking to the mediaforum where intelligent purported remarks g“er was a ‘mista © ztt e
2¢bur operators even whilePOPulation. The Congressreferred to his questions can be askeflg,ggesting bribery for VOteSIhomr:mes'lonff'VI'ewe - has
yeung entrepreneurs arénief. as confided by hisgovernment's non- The reason one asks for| Quring  the  election eig tho ine 'C'enCISI/- T ?
still groping for funds? own party_wquers is very acceptance of the businespublic forum is becausg campaian. While he ClaimeolBoard as now to allot a flat
VayEvery demagogue need§Uick at clipping the wings _as —usual attitude inthe answers trotted out iny ¢ F;pge.ch s Wronglyto th_le_ com_pla|rl1ant at 20r?8
agn enemy. For the Congresﬁf upcoming leaders. Butaddressing agitations f_rom.the' Assembly are Nt ranslated. the Sadan haé):rew ing prices! Worse, the
nd for Dr Mukul Sangma Nasn't that been the storypressure groups. That is aincisive  and  lack reected it With his latest o mmission noted that the
litnday the BJP is thatOf every political party? aspect of his governmentoherence. They areutgerances' has Parrikar puaoa-\rd hasn’t been able to
giemy_ But we are at thellence any decent personhat _ deservesattempts at obfuscation,. "¢ S S aintain its own record
V@ry first leg of the election Wanting  to  contest commendation. Theand the ruling party gets = ="\ o SO in properly, nor look after the
paign. People have noflections will always have presence of the Meghalayaff lightly. Also, we have Whegre others wouldpfear tgnterest of the gullible
sven shown their cards yet.to think of entering a NewHigh Court which has had enough of lectureg tread. The pow-wow is public, which depos[t their
k®de grapevine says somdarty or contest as anprohibited the media fromNow it's question time! certainly wortt?a watch g?r%ﬁﬁrﬂ‘z}d gmrr:aesydlgnﬁpeﬂe
: i identi

Tripura State Demand
TO THE EDITOR property and keep on

Tripura too seems to beyajting for the same for
Freudian slip

_ , heading towards trouble,qecades together...” Other
and farmers in this part ofutter desperation every nowwhat ethnic back groundiike the Darjeeling Hills. With Housing Boards please take
or intentional
blip!

their prediction to make. So farof their budget is Rajasthan Inefficiency

n't usually grill purchasing power evenihe Congress hasSiphoned off to the Basi
lionliticians the way someWhile — the  Election penefitted from such Project WI‘E)I_Ch haj not ye
reputed television channelscommission will be left contests. But a lot depend®€eN subjected to an
5 @1dCto Lallu Yadav. Yes, twiddling its thumbs, as ison the candidates! external evaluation.
ia persons here are gysually the case. It will also be fun to The Basin project is
ﬁ(?gfile that they did not _ At the moment the watch how the BJpMNeW experiment and lik
adeem it necessary to ask th&ONAress is a sinking shipresponds to the “joker” SVENY NEW venture 1t |
CM to explain what that With Rahul Gandhi on acompliment of Dr Mukul b°“’?}9 tho suffer hl_cc_glp
Vﬁ%sitive turn-around” family vacation at a time sangma. The Party thinks itb;itné frtor(rewrtehearfo'\gcstl ane
Rejpally is and what sectorVhen he should  bejs too early to bare its fangs? proJ
hi government  has!OPbying for a consensusincidentally, Dr Sangma ha
S@@inaged to turn around. IPPPOSItion presidentialnot jaunched a tirade
' %:e power sector, thet@ndidate, it's almost as ifagainst the regional parties
éiat ulture sector, thethe Congress has given Upor they at the Congress
loyment generationi!S attempt to forge possibly both groups ar

— =

Speople at the grass ro
are actually benefitting

then | suppose th

[

the country? This is a niceand again. One fails tothe Chief Minister or fof elections to the State due ithgte.
piece of publicity that the understand why the Govt. isthat matter any ministgrFebruary, the Indigenous Punjab Divergence
BJP, who are waiting tonot able to mitigate the comes from. What isPeople's Front of Tripura The ghost of Punjab
grab the throne of plight of the farmers who needed is a representativelPFT), on Wednesday |aStmiIitancy resurfaced
) Meghalaya in the comingform an important backbonewho will serve the interestagain raised its demand fO'bringing differences
Editor, year, will take without any of our economy and renderof the state and all itsa separate State. It hagetween alliance partners.
The protest rally by the complaint. Is this banner anthe most important servicepeople. It is stupidity of the threatened to block NH 8,0n, Wednesday last, when
_East Garo Hills District intentional blunder by the'to the society i,e feeding thehighest order to opine thatconnecting the land-lockedihe punjab Assembly had
4Congress Committee againstongress party here, topeople. It is quite baffling the next CM should beState and the rest of Indiagp, obituary reference for
the Centre’s notification onindicate that many that at a time when we areexpected to serve only hishrough Assam) and railusuper cop’ KPS Gill, all 14
cow slaughter in Congressmen and leaderspending billions of rupeesrespective constituency.tracks indefinitely from 10th | As of the Shiromani
 Williamnagar, which are set to enter the BJPon space exploration theOnly juveniles can give July. The CPM governmentakali Dal (SAD) staged a
_appeared on Page 7 of youpefore the assemblyGovt should find it difficult utterances to  suchof Manik Sarkar smells a ratygkout. But its partner, the
paper (ST, June 15, 2017)klections, as claimed by thgo remove the long standingoutlandish immature and warned it will not gjp wasn't on the same
along with a photograph ispMeghalaya BJP Presidentpenury and suffering of our understanding of odrtolerate a Manipur-like page and three of its MLAs
5a piece of laughing stock.Shibun Lyngdoh? After the farmers. democracy. We are talkirgconspiracy. It claims thatstayed put. SAD said ‘Gill
The front banner in the rally, decimation of the Congress Yours etc., of elected representativegust months before the pollskilled thousands of of
with the likes of local MLA party post 2014 and Sadiq Hussain Laskar, of the state not aboutthe BJP instigated the Nagannpocent youth and his

5

D

MDeborah Marak, Congressrepeated slaughter of this Viaemail petty local contractors qfgroup to block Manipur’'s name must be deleted from
legislator Cherak Momin and grand old party in the state some small petty National Highway 10 the list’. The BJP felt
Sengman Marak assembly elections, all \Nhat absurgd undertaking. Or are we? lfembarrass the  rulinggifference of opinion over
participating right behind, over the country thereafter, . a PhD holder carries su¢hCongress and come tohe former DGP’s style of
reads “We Condemn thejt seems that the axe had |deaS! narrow thoughts then |Ipower. The plot was fynctioning could be there,

NDA led BJP NPP Govt. who fallen on the heads of the

are against anti-people, antiCongressmen that we are ggjtor

tribal and anti-farmers”. fed with such foolish Aprop;os the letter of
What kind of a banner ispanners to read. Whatevebmarlin Kyndiah (ST June
this? The meaning that onepe the reason, the writing12 2017) titled, “In 2018 CM

pity the students h
teaches. With the adve
of the 2018 elections mo
and more absurd ideas 4
being touted by the sa

Esuccessful, and within daysyyt there was no denying
Nthe BJP got the month longhe brought peace to the
éroad blockade withdrawn! siate. Likewise, AAP MLAs

'¥he IPFT however insistsyefysed to join their ally, the

-its demand is long-pending| ok Insaf Party’s two MLAs

gets from reading this on the wall is clear. should be from Jaintia Hills.» ¢alled intelligentsia of and the Tripura Tribal Areasywho too walked out
Obanner is that the BJP- NPP Yours etc. it is learnt that the letter is a Shillong. Autonomous District shouting anti-Gill and
led Govt. are pro-people, A Lyngdoh stinging criticism over HS Yours etc., Council (TTAADC) area, government slogans.
Ppro-tribal and pro-farmers Shillong- 4 shylias call for the next CM SN Lyngdoh, which constitutes 2/3rd of ynderstandably the
Pbecause of the use of the to be from Shillong. Kyndiah Shillong- 3 the State’s area and has gongress ~ Government
Sword against”. Is it not Farmer’'s has called HS Shylla’s population of 37 lakhs bejystified its decision to pay
gsomethlng like the Congress . proposal ‘absurd.’ If so, the|Letters to the Editor must have| | Upgraded to a State. Thougfihutes to Gill, and chose to
party here in the state p||ght statement is oxymoronic ag the full name, address and || all parties are against it, alllemind SAD that Badal

n ctually telling us the people
hat the Union Government

ed by the BJP NPP are nots

Will the BJP be able to‘pecause of Gill.” Would the
extract its pound of flesh? gjlies at least agree on this?

Editor, it supports what it basically| contact number of the writer,
It |S Indeed very Sad toopposes For the ordinar even if they are sent by email.

ee that farmers in IndiacCitizen it is immaterial from | Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

dl

against the people, tribal

as a private car park.joday.

®have to commit suicide inwhere and which party an TN MLAs’‘Auction’ ---INFA
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“Part of the reason for the ugliness of Trump'sTrump Card POLITICAL DELICACIES

adults, in a child's eyes, is that the child i$ u
usually looking upwards, and few faces I nte rn atl O n al .
are at their best when seen from below.” By Rahil Nora Chopra
--- Alice MeyneII FOR PERFECT apparent move for a

[ |
CI I m ate am e '"UNDERSTANDING' consensus candidate, even
i i AMONG OPPOSITION if that is the real intention,
The Shlllong Tlmes PARTIES is sure to further confound

Vol No: LIX No. 305 SHILLONG, SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2017 Whether the unitedthe confusion prevailing in
opposition bid to have itsthe opposition camp. BJP

>4

Modi's proposed US visit - : either denied or expressb@Wn candidate for thealso announced meetings

_p P _ g'gke tL(J)SthF;re:;]citiarr;t \?V%ﬁda By Dr S Saraswathi disbee“CeI? ir??h% s?cigriisf?“ orthcoming presidential with CPM general secretary

THE most crucial event in the Narendra Mo if luding India, by opinion that humaf €lection will succeed, or Sitaram Yechuri, who seems
: : : : : : : nnouncing exit from the survival of the planet. Thedeveloped countries. Theactivity is causing globgl more importantly whether be convinced that the ruling
foreign policy will be his upcoming meeting with U%aris Clima%e Pact 2015. Ingreenhouse eﬁ%ct used tdogic iSF;hat global warming warming. their candidate, if at all thereparty is laying a trap for the
President Donald Trump later this month.AIthou%‘E series of reversal ofdescribe the increase in th@nd consequent climate If “action follows' is one, will achieve anythingopposition by launching
. . . ama administration's earth's average temperaturehange are caused bymmediately after Trump’sother than ensuring that théhese consultations,

Trump has said that he will have good relations wfusions, which were notthat has been recorded imincontrolled carbon announcement, the Cleaiection does not goalthough he is not sure

: . : istent with his policies, the past 100 years wagmissions from their Power Plan of the contested, depends noabout the kind of trap.
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The reality of globalisation

Yoga reflects exchange of ideas that shapes cultures across world. Jaime Dunaway & Emma
Beyer from the US & Liza Gomes from India report ahead of World Yoga Day on June 21

raditional Indian music fills a

two-room yoga studio.

Dozens of coloured mats rest

on the floor, facing a shrine.

On the wall is a framed pic-
ture of Tirumalai Krishnamacharya, the
father of modern yoga, near a statue of
the Hindu god Ganesh.

In US’s Midwestern town of Colum-
bia, Missouri, the teacher at AlleyCat
Yoga calls out positions — tree pose,
child pose, warrior pose — as students
bend their bodies in rhythmic motions to
quiet their frazzled minds. Class ends
with a final unison, “Namaste.”

More than 8,000 miles away, a handful
of men and women roll out mats inside
the Mystic Yoga Cafe in Kolkata. Here,
the room resembles a dance studio, with
simple decor and full-length mirrors cov-
ering the front wall. There is no music,
no special chanting. Stifling temperatures
above 100 degrees don’t deter partici-
pants, who attend mostly for fitness or
weight loss.

These disparate scenes may be the op-
posite of what many expect. While yogis
in the US are increasingly reconnecting
with yoga’s spiritual roots, many in India
are influenced by America’s commer-
cialised approach to the practice and are
becoming more consumer-focused them-
selves. Yoga reflects a reality of globali-
sation — the exchange of ideas that
shapes cultures across our connected
world, now more than ever.

Such exchanges help drive a booming
yoga industry. More than 36 million US
practitioners spent $2.5 billion on yoga
classes in 2016, according to the Yoga in
America Study conducted by Yoga Jour-
nal and Yoga Alliance. In the St Louis
metro area alone, there are nearly 50
yoga studios offering classes of all kinds.

In India, the number of yoga practi-
tioners soared 30 per cent last year,
prompting a 35 per cent increase in de-
mand for yoga trainers catering to West-
ernised natives and international tourists,
according to the Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India.

East meets West

The historical origins of yoga are
steeped in ancient Indian philosophy de-
signed to cultivate greater self-aware-
ness, higher levels of consciousness and
inner peace.

Yoga gained popularity in America in
the 1960s, when the Beatles used tradi-
tional Indian instruments on their album
“Help!” stoking interest in Eastern cul-
ture among Westerners.

Over the next several decades, yoga
spread across the US, gaining an Ameri-
can flavour along the way. By the 1980s
and ’90s, the practice was more con-
sumer-focused than traditional Indian
yoga. Americans increasingly used it as
an exercise to stay healthy and active, ac-
cording to the Yoga in America Study.

In 2016, the study reported that Amer-
icans spent $16 billion on yoga classes,
clothing and accessories. Businesses
profited from consumers’ interest in yoga

(Left) Melinda Oliver of St Louis, US, practises yoga at Lake Stephens Park in Columbia. She teaches community classes in Columbia, Missouri, and has

begun a yoga programme for girls in the ninth grade to promote self-awareness, self-esteem and mental health; Sudeshna Sen, a 24-year-old student

of St Xavier’s College practises yoga in front of the Victoria Memorial in Kolkata. Sen has been practising yoga for three years; and a group of men and
women strikes yoga poses while being led during a class at Mystic Yoga Cafe in Kolkata

— perhaps none more so than yoga retail
giant Lululemon, which charges up to
$128 for a pair of yoga pants.

Some yoga instructors say this con-
sumerism can be a good thing.

“Do I like looking cute in my yoga
pants? You bet. Do we capitalise on that?
Yes, we live in America,” said Kathy
Kessler, a yoga teacher at Halcyon Spa &
Salon in Augusta. “But because it’s be-
come commercialised, so many people
were exposed to it that weren’t before.

“If someone comes to the mat, they’re
going to evolve and and understand the
therapeutic benefits of it.”

Yearning for meaning

Yet many US yoga practitioners are
looking to the past to recapture that cen-
turies-old spirituality at the core of the
practice.

“One huge aspect of yoga is breathing
and meditating, and I do that as much as
possible throughout my week,” said Uni-
versity of Missouri senior Lucille Sher-
man, who has been practicing yoga since
childhood. “Yoga helps me center my-
self. I'm a better person when I practice.
It reminds me to sit still and take in life
as it is, just for a moment.”

Types of yoga that reconnect Ameri-
cans with the deeper side of practice are
gaining momentum. These include Kun-
dalini, which blends physical and spiri-
tual practices like dynamic breathing and
mantra chanting to awaken the conscious.
Kessler offers Kundalini, as well as gong
healing and other more spiritual classes.

“(Kundalini) is much more spiritual
than what has happened to yoga as it’s
been mainstreamed,” said Siri Atma Kaur,
a Kundalini teacher at Urban Breath Yoga
in St Louis. “It’s 16 times as powerful as
other forms of yoga in getting into upper
states of consciousness and achieving bal-
ance. The formulas are so powerful, you
radiate. You look different.”

Instead of trendy yoga pants embel-
lished with bright colors and bold pat-
terns, Kaur said Kundalini practitioners

opt for plain white clothing made of cot-
ton, wool or silk to “brighten their aura”
and prevent static electricity from alter-
ing their personal electric charges. The
attire is topped with a headscarf to keep
the Kundalini energy, awakened during
yoga, from escaping through the top of
the head.

Thanks to pop star practitioners like
Katy Perry’s ex-husband, Russell Brand,
Kundalini communities are active on the
US coasts. Recruiting members in St

Louis is tougher, but any American look-
ing to reconnect with yoga’s traditional
roots can find several tools in Kundalini
practice, Kaur said.

One such tool is the ringing of the
disharmonious gong, which helps stu-
dents reset and balance their minds. An-
other is the Japji, or the Song of the Soul
recited by the ancient sikhs that allows
yogis to explore the depths of their souls.

The poses themselves are tools to ex-
plore the inner self.

=

“You can just do the yoga, but most of
the time, people catch Kundalini, and
they want to go all the way because it
makes such a difference,” Kaur said. “It’s
not a religion, but a lifestyle, a technol-
ogy, a sacred science.”

West meets East

While spirituality takes hold in the US,
India’s yoga scene is shifting to accom-
modate American consumer needs.

More stressed-out Americans are trav-
elling to India on yoga retreats, helping
the Asian giant become one of the fastest
growing wellness tourism destinations in
the booming $439 billion worldwide in-
dustry, according to the Global Wellness
Institute.

Missouri resident Dustin Thomas, who
suffers from a connective tissue disorder
called Ehlers-Danlos syndrome, made the
pilgrimage to Pune, India, for rest, relax-
ation and a chance to learn how to be-
come a yoga trainer at his business, Yoga
Studio 72, in Springfield.

“I live basically pain free now,”
Thomas said. “Yoga is the only thing I've
found that can manage the pain or get rid
of it.”

The Indian government is capitalising
on yoga’s popularity by supporting
global events like the United Nation’s In-
ternational Day of Yoga that make the
practice even more susceptible to global
and commercial forces. Such events
boost India’s international profile and
help the country export other parts of its
culture, such as films, food and fashion.

“I am in touch with a friend in France,
and [ must say, she does yoga way better
than any Indian trainer,” said 40-year-old
Gaurav Pandey, who attends classes at
Mystic Yoga Cafe. “I practice yoga as it
is a great way to keep myself healthy and
fit without using any equipment. It is
more of an exercise for me.”

But not everyone is happy with yoga’s
changing profile in India. Pandering to
commercial interests has caused tension
among traditional yoga teachers, who be-
lieve globalisation has inadvertently cor-
rupted yoga’s original purpose.

“Indians have more knowledge about
yoga as it originated in India, so it is our
duty to see that yoga is practiced in its
purest form,” said Sudhir Maheshwari, a
yoga trainer at Mystic Yoga Cafe in the
eastern city of Kolkata. “In India, the
practice of yoga must be kept traditional.
Once the Western influences creep in, the
original form of yoga is not practiced in
its sacred form.”

Though globalisation has produced
profound changes in yoga, some practi-
tioners say its spiritual essence is its
greatest gift to the world — and the rea-
son it’s spreading, as Maheshwari said,
“like wildfire”. “I feel if anything is mys-
tical, it will be practiced and adopted by
people,” the trainer said. “When people
feel and see the change, they will auto-
matically adopt it.” (IBNS-TWF)

(Images by Avishek Mitra in India
and Emma Beyer in USA)

By Konkona Choudhury

he wings of yoga around the

I globe. The word “Yoga” is derived

from the Sanskrit word ‘Yuj’,

which means to join or unite. The union

referred to is the integration of body and

mind to create a greater connection with
our inner self.

Yoga originated in India and dates
back to 4,500 BC. Yoga is considered one
of the six branches of classical philoso-
phy and is referred to throughout the
Vedas. It is in the Vedas, and later, the
Bhagavad Gita, where yoga was praised
as an important spiritual element. How-
ever, the first ‘yoga manual’ was not writ-
ten until 200 BC — “the Yoga Sutras of
Patanjali”. It is composed of 196 apho-
risms or sutras which describe the eight-
fold paths, or “eight limbs” (ashta-eight,
anga-limb). The following describes the
eightfold paths:

Yama, which means social restraints or
ethical values;

Niyama, which is personal observance of
purity, tolerance, and study;

Asanas or physical exercises;
Pranayama, which means breath control
or regulation;

Pratyahara or sense withdrawal in
preparation for meditation;

Dharana, which is about concentration;
Dhyana, which means Meditation; and
Samadhi, which means ecstasy.

These eight steps act as guidelines on
how to live a meaningful and purposeful
life. They serve as a prescription for moral
and ethical conduct and self-discipline;
they direct attention towards one’s health;
and they help us to acknowledge the spir-
itual aspects of our nature.

In India in the late 20th century and
early 21st century the most influential peo-
ple to make yoga a word of mouth in every
house was Swami Ramdev of Patanjali Yo-
gapeeth (Divyayoga Trust) and Sri Sri
Ravishankar of the Art of Living commu-

nity. Swami Ramdev is known for his ef-
forts in popularising Yoga in every parts of
the country and also for providing
Ayurvedic treatments to the ailed.

My practice of yoga dates back to 2006.
I was introduced to yoga in the college as
a compulsory activity. I found it very re-
freshing and gradually it enlightened me
when I could connect to my body and
mind. I had then picked up the traditional
surya namaskar (sun salutations comprise
12 distinguished postures) which is a great
physical activity and as you deepen into
the postures the most important thing is to
link the body movement with breath.

Once the body gets used to with the
physical movement, we could tame the
breath. I also had had long practice ses-
sions of pranayamas (Prana-life force, or
vital energy, particularly, the breath, and
ayama-to extend or draw out).

I had always liked to practise yoga in a
group as that always motivated me to
linger on. When I was in Denmark I had
found out about the Bikram Yoga and there
were many attendees in those classes. As |
was in Canada, I was initially suffering
from a jet lag and had trouble getting sleep
at night for many weeks. I had started
practising pranayama at home.

However, I was keen on finding a
group yoga class. To my utter surprise
within a span of 1 km radius of my house,
there were some five yoga centres. Now
this was something I never expected and
honestly I had not found so many studios
around one place even in India. Immedi-
ately, I joined one of the studios.

When I joined the class, I was surprised
to see a huge idol of Lord Ganesha. As |
began the classes I realised that there
were various forms of yoga taught in the
studio:

Yin Yang: In Indian and Chinese phi-
losophy, the concept of yin yang means
“dark and light”. This is a light yoga and
the concentration is on long holding of a
posture which enables the opening of mus-
cles. Yin yoga involves mostly sitting or

Wings
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lying postures for promoting growth,
clearing energetic blockages, and enhanc-
ing circulation. On the other hand in Yang
yoga it involves standing or more strenu-
ous postures for developing core strength
and muscle tone, balance, and stamina.
Yoga Flow: In yoga flow, we are invited
to explore and experience greater depth,
ease and flow of movement through the
whole body in a sequence of yoga
‘asanas’. The sun salutations (surya na-
maskar) are a part of the flow yoga. The
yoga postures can be anything from the
seated lotus pose (padma asana) or the in-
tense half moon (Ardha Chandra asana) or
boat pose (Pari purna Nava asana). There
is a sequence of postures from standing to

of Yoga
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sitting to lying down.

Saatva: This class is designed to bring
balance, inner strength and energise the
practitioner. A diverse sequence of Hatha
postures that flow together allow us to re-
veal the potential that exists within the bal-
anced, open body. After the postures
pranayama is practised where there are
several breathing techniques to strengthen
the lungs and centre the mind, followed by
a meditation. Combining these three ele-
ments of yoga practice, (body, breath and
mind) leaves the body and mind com-
pletely blissful!

Ashthanga: As discussed earlier about
the ashthanga yoga comprises of the eight-
fold path of yoga practice (ashtha-eight

Anga-limbs). The breathing style used in
Ashtanga Yoga is Ujjayi which is a relaxed
diaphragmatic style of breathing (breath-
ing which first fills the lower belly, rises
to the lower rib cage and finally moves
into the upper chest and throat), charac-
terised by an ocean sound which resonates
in the practitioner’s throat.

Throughout a practice, this specific
breathing style is maintained in align-
ment with movements. The steady cycle
of inhales and exhales provides the prac-
titioner with a calming, mental focal
point. The Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga is dif-
ferent from many yoga classes in the
west in that the order of asanas is com-
pletely predefined. A practice will com-
prise four main parts: an “opening
sequence”, one of the six main “series”,
a back-bending sequence, and a set of in-
verted asanas, referred to as the “happy
ending” or “finishing sequence”. Practice
always ends with savasana.

Hot Yoga: This session is performed in
a heated room of 35to 40 degree centi-
grade. The heat in the room detoxifies
and relaxes the body, allowing for a deep,
safe and gentle practice that leaves the
person physically and mentally balanced
and also helps to reduce the excess
weight in the body faster. The stretches
performed in the heat are designed to tar-
get the deep connective tissues, increase
flexibility and open the meridians of the
body.

Every yoga practice closes with, a
deep relaxing posture or corpse posture
(sawanasna) to relax at the end of the
yoga practice and a greeting of “Na-
maste” to everyone for honouring the
practice.

Every asana is held for a defined num-
ber of breaths. In effect, attention is
placed on the breath and the journey be-
tween the asanas rather than solely on
achieving perfect body alignment in an
asana.

In the last few paragraphs we had been
discussing on the yoga technique fol-

lowed in the western countries. However,
on a different angle it is noteworthy that
yoga has spread its wings in every nook
and corner of the world and the roots of
that yoga lie in India— in Hinduism and
Buddhism. Moreover, the benefits of
yoga are not hidden from anyone. Every
asanas and the breathing (prana yamas)
has its affect on a body part be it back
body, lower body, hips, calves, groin,
ankle , shoulder, belly , thighs, arms, feet,
the largest organ skin. Not to forget the
various inner organs like thyroid, kidney,
liver and most important our life line
organ the heart.

The concept of yoga is to breathe from
the heart, fill the whole body with the
breath and release all the toxins via our
skin in the form of sweat.

People have become very much health
conscious and are concerned on the vari-
ous aspects to stay healthy and fit. The
people of India have gradually owned
yoga-some in order to connect to their
inner soul while others for fitness.

On the other aspect, the market is also
provoking people to own some or the
other fitness regime. It is amazing to see,
the various forms of “Yoga Mats” being
sold in different types of shops be it malls
or in the road side shops in India. In the
western world there are specific stores for
only Yoga clothes which are quite expen-
sive. However, people would be con-
scious in buying specific yoga clothes
from there. It could be pure marketing
gimmicks but for me the fact lies on the
awareness on yoga where people are
ready to pay any amount for the clothes
or yoga studios.

Nevertheless, what makes more sense
to me is to see that yoga has spread its
wings in every nook and corner of the
globe. This brings a ray of hope to see a
fit and healthy world in the form of a yogi
or yogini.

(The author was in Calgary, Canada,
and was a regular student of Yoga)
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Imitation
of reel life

ou know that movie
where someone jumps
out of a building and

lands safely on a passing truck?
I think it was called Pretty
Much Every Movie Ever.

Well, a reader sent me a link
to that exact clip — only it was
a real-life news report. A build-
ing in Hebei, in the north of
China, was ablaze and several
people jumped out of high win-
dows on to a truck filled with
vegetables, escaping com-
pletely unharmed.

Makes you think, right? Next
time you’ve finished work and
the lifts going down are full,
check the passing traffic. Per-
haps the Uber people could pro-
vide options. “I’d like to order
a truck of vegetables outside
my building at 5.30, please.”
“Certainly, sir, cabbage or let-
tuce?”

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

This correspondent has no-
ticed that “life-is-a-movie”
items usually appear in batches,
as if Destiny decides to recycle
old film storylines for a while.

The same day a reader sent
me a link to another news video
of real life imitating art: A
beaver was seen guiding a herd
of 150 cows in Canada. Perhaps
the beaver had actually seen the
movie Babe, about a pig doing
the work of a sheepdog, and
wanted to try it himself.
Beavers are smaller than pigs
and cows are bigger than sheep,
so real life beats the movie.

A third example arrived a
day later. A man broke up with
his girlfriend and went off to
marry someone else. The an-

noyed girlfriend turned up at
his wedding with a gun and
took him away. Police thought
it was so movie-like that it must
have been staged.

I would agree, except for one
crucial thing: The incident hap-
pened at an Indian wedding,
which is famous as vortexes in
which anything can happen.

Example: At a recent wed-
ding in Uttar Pradesh, the bride
refused to marry the groom
after discovering that he’d pro-
vided a meat-free banquet. She
instead married a man from
among the wedding guests.

Reports of brides marrying
wedding guests are not uncom-
mon in India, and it puzzles me
that any single men dare to at-
tend such ceremonies.

Several times a year, young
men must come home and have
the following conversation.

Mom: “How was your
roommate’s  wedding?”
Son: “The usual. By the
way, meet my wife, Aditi.”

A fourth news report in

this category arrived that
night. Two people in the
US state of Washington
discovered that they were
born on the same day of the
same month of the same
year in the same town —
and eventually learned they
were twins. Yes, it’s the
exact plot of the hit movie
‘The Parent Trap’. But
that’s about two young
girls.

In the real life version, a
man and a woman found they
were twins after they got mar-
ried. The scientific term for this
is ‘awkward’. No doubt they
are taking classes in Sibling Ri-
valry and Cutting Remarks so
they can be ‘normal’.

If Destiny is reading this, can
I put in a request for the movie
‘Almost Famous’ to come true?
In that film, the beautiful Kate
Hudson falls in love with a not-
very-good, not-very-famous
journalist.

Real-life Kate, whoever you
are, I’'m here.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-
based frequent traveller. Send
ideas and comments via his
Facebook page)

Manas: Call of the wild

Kolkata, a jungle of concrete.

My service posting to Guwa-
hati opened up a new world of lush
green vegetation inhabited by rhi-
noceros, elephants, buffalos and
tigers. Exotic animals and an exotic
new world beckoned me. I was not
alone in my experience. My wife
shares my wanderlust and together
we started visiting different parks,
sanctuaries and forests of Assam.

The first in the series was Kazi-
ranga. Assam tourism treated us as
royals and introduced us to this
wonderful world of the rhinoceros,
and we were smitten. It was love at
first sight. The jungle and the na-
tives together weaved a magic car-
pet ride and we felt like Aladdin
and Jasmine of the fabled Arabian
Nights.

Pobitora is near Guwahati and
we don’t miss any opportunity to be
there. Next in the series came
Nameri with its night in a tent and a
trek through the forest.

Last week I had four days’ holi-
day for Rongali Bihu. It was also
Poila Baishak, the Bengali New
Year. We decided to celebrate it by
making a trip to Manas National
Park. While travelling to Kolkata
from Guwahati, along with my
wife, by road on my bike in the Oc-
tober of 2015, I saw the highway
telling me the direction to Manas.
Then we couldn’t visit. But the plan
to visit was planted in my head and
the seed planted then bore fruits
during the recent holidays.

I was looking for a place to stay
near Manas. I checked Trip Advisor
but didn’t get a hotel or lodge to
serve my purpose. Either rooms
were not available or the rooms
proved to be beyond my budget. [
wanted a hotel within 20 km radius
of the park. I came across a site
(hhttp://assamtourism.gov.in/ac-
commodation/lodges.html) of gov-
ernment of Assam listing all the
phone numbers and addresses of
government tourist lodges in
Assam. I called up the number of
the lodge near Manas. A lady re-
ceived the call. She was the tourist
officer. She said that she was out of
Assam but that she could help me
with the booking of a room in the
government tourist lodge.

She shared with me the number
of Subha Das, the person entrusted
with the responsibility of looking
after the lodge. The Lodge was in
Barpeta Road.

On April 14 we embarked on

Iam from the busy metropolis of
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our journey. We travelled by our
Ford Figo (subcompact hatch-
back). I drove. The car AC helped
in fighting the sunrays but didn't
take away the anxiety in our hearts.
I have only 6,000 km of driving
experience. This highway trip is
the furthest I have travelled by
driving a car. Guided by Google
map we reached the lodge. Das

was not present. In his place we
were received by Jaiful Islam. He
was the cook, and he did justice to
his name. The room given to us
was huge and sparkling clean. We
were relieved. It was Assam type
and has a distinct old world charm
to it.

We took rest for one hour and
then drove to the park to enquire

and to make reservations about the
next day’s visit. Google map
showed a nonexistent road over the
railway lines and we got caught in
a maze. My navigator as always
showed me a way out of the maze
of the map and we were on the
road to the park. The road was not
a road but a collection of gravel,
dust and pot holes of all shapes and

sizes. We negotiated the pothole
riddled 20 kms to the main en-
trance of the park from Barpeta
Road. My small car handled the
big task with grace; and we
reached the forest range office at 3
pm. There we met Pintu Sarkar. He
was the person to be contacted for
arranging a safari. A one hour du-
ration elephant ride would cost us
Rs 875 per head and a jeep safari
for half day will come for Rs
2,000.

We were informed about another
road connecting the park to the na-
tional park. The tarmac in that road
is smooth and shiny and it enters
through Bhawanipur. From Bhawa-
nipur through Sorupeta and Salbari
to the main entrance of the park is
33 kms of roads.

The forest guard at the main gate
told us we can enter the park and
drive to Mathanguri located 20 km
from the main gate at the Indo-
Bhutan border at the bank of the
Manas river. For the car we need to
pay Rs 300 and Rs 100 more per
head. The time allowed was 6 am to
3 pm. We agreed readily. We de-
cided to enter the park next morn-
ing and drive to Mathanguri. Just
beside the main entrance there is a
resort named Bansbari Lodge. A
night there would cost you Rs
2,400 for non AC double bedroom.
The reception at the resort was
tastefully decorated.

We reached the lodge at 6 pm.
We were tired. All we wanted to do
was to retire for a good night sleep.
I met Das and he also told me about
a better road through Bhawanipur.
I informed him that I would check-
out early next morning.

At 5 am I woke up my wife and
we got ready by 6 am after having
wonderfully invigorating tea.
Islam gave us the bills. I paid him
and thanked him for the hospital-
ity. Then driving through the sleep-
ing town we hit the highway to
Manas. I expected torrential rain
but it only drizzled and then the
wind blew away the clouds. As we
reached the gates of Manas, the
sun peeped through the clouds. I
paid the fees and we got our entry
pass; and we drove into Manas Na-
tional Park. I felt great because I
have experienced a jeep safari, an
elephant ride and even a trek on
foot but never have I driven into a
National Park in a four wheeler.

(To be continued)
(Contributed by Saptarshi
Majumder)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, June 18, 2017

Moon square Mars on your solar return chart indicates a mixed year. You
continue to move away from false paths that no longer serve you well, or you

and care. People in fine arts, creative line and communication related

fields would give a non-traditional blend to their creations and get

Think beyond classrooms

transform them into more suitable ones. This year, you're likely to get things

moving smoothly, even if you are still rather independent and at times rebel-

lious. As you become more accustomed to the energy of the Universe, you are

more active than reactive. The plus side of this influence is that you feel fresher,

more energetic, younger, and more expressive. The need for freedom in your

social relationships is strong, however, and if it is not forthcoming, you could

feel caged in and restless.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
This promises to be a busy, dynamic, and significant phase.
There would be a turning peint in your professional life and also
in terms of personal growth. Your emotions run high and mood
swings are possible. There may be some kind of conflict in your
life arising from a great urge to do something different. You need
space and contact with others in order to feel content. Financial
benefits may come on your way. You would impress people with
your style and win their confidence and trust. You are blessed
with intuition and foresight which lead you in the right direction.
You are relaxed within and relate well with others at home and
work.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
The planetary influence indicates favorable outcomes when it
comes to legal affairs, education, and ftravel. You are more
accepting and understanding your friends and lovers. Content-
edness in love is likely to figure and to attract positive circum-
stances and people into your life. You are bound to enjoy in-
creased social opportunities as well as a boost in your personal
popularity and magnetism. You would think more creatively and
express yourself with more sensitivity, compassion, and warmth.
You may have a desire to redecorate your office or a place of work
and bring in small yet significant changes. This is an excellent
time under which you bring more harmony and pleasant interac-
tions to your relationships.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
You would have an optimistic, but not necessarily realistic, atti-
tude. You may feel a vague restlessness and discontentment with
life as it is, although you are generally in a happy mood. Excellent
work opportunities emerge for those working with overseas con-
nections. At home, you accept the individuality of your spouse
and that would be helpful to resolve your conflicts and move
ahead in harmony. At times you feel fun loving, energetic, and
willing to explore new ideas. Financial benefits may come on
your way. Stress may crop up at unexpected turns and this would
require you to look at some lifestyle changes and even incorpo-
rate some techniques like exercise and meditation.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
People in authority regard you favorably and events take place
in which you feel like you are moving forward and growing into a

new phase of your life. You will be making contact through
learning, communicating and mental pursuits. This indicates an
intellectually stimulating time in which the exchange of ideas with
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Capricorn:

»

others figures prominently. You would expand your social circle
and make more contact with groups and friends. Health will take
a turn for the betterment and you inculcate a new diet or exercise
regimen. You display great skills in sports, competitive exams,
physical activities and this wins appreciation and brings up new
opportunities for professionals in this field.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
You are likely to form new relationships or connections that
further your financial growth. This phase brings socializing,
romance and stability at work place. It's time to make a lifestyle
change. Any unresolved argument may create rifts in your rela-
ionships, take a softer approach in your interactions when comes
to family related matters. Your actions and emotions are balanced
as you bring more accuracy in your work area. Economy at home
and management of business and work are important issues.
Personal relations are satisfying and you have plenty of goodwill
and friendships around you. You are likely to get back to fitness
routines and diet programs to enhance health and energy.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

You tend to entertain people with your conversation and sense
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of humer. You may change your image and an unconventional
one at that. Your social life would be busy as you would popular
among your social circle. Domestic relationships and the home
environment would be harmonious and peaceful by your efforts

popularity by the work done. Communicative abilities will largely be
applied to professional world ambitions where knowledge and edu-
cation are pursued in order to enhance career prospects and finan-
cial matters. There may be minor health ailment as you need to give
more attention to your health.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

You want your objectives to reflect what you're really about and you
are likely to rid yourself of unsatisfying goals. You benefit from being
more decisive than usual, and your ability to concentrate and focus
helps you to achieve what you set out to do. A new project or goal
begun at this time has a good chance of being successful in the long
term. Your ability to concentrate on what really matters to you is
enhanced. Love and emotional bonds keep the family and loved
ones together. You exhibit individualism and brilliance in handling
business ventures and collaborations. This is a fabulous time for
joining a gym or stepping up exercise and health routines,

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

This is a phase where you are mare friendly, optimistic, and large-
hearted than usual. A cheerful and hopsful outlook increases your
chances of gaining cooperation from others. This is a sociable, and
perhaps self-indulgent, time when the pursuit of pleasure is one of
your high priorities. Gommunicative abilities will largely be applied to
professional world ambitions where knowledge and education are
pursued in order to enhance career prospects and financial matters.
You may change your dressing style to present a glamorous and
unconventional image. Your social life would be busy as you would
popular among friends and family. Stick to a regular exercise routine
and regular pattem of nutritious diet.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

You could find that you are more open and trusting with friends and
lovers, and that you easily win family's trust. Healthy speculation is
favored as financial benefits may come your way. Some people fall in
love under this influence. Certain elements of your social and finan-
cial life are stabilized, secured, and more reliable. More loving and
appreciative relationships with your children may also figure. Your
romantic affair and pleasure-seeking activities gives you a big boost
of confidence and your personal magnetism runs high to be appre-
ciated. This is an especially spiritual time for you, this is a time when
you renew your energy and consider what things are important to

you.

(December 22 - January 20)

Authority figures, elders, parents, or influential people in your life
tend to support and respect you. They are more willing to help you on
your road fo success. An event may occur that expands your career
or professional interests, and you derive more pleasure from these
activities. More freedom is likely to be experienced in your career.
Integrity and honesty will get you everywhere now. The more willing
you are to put yourself in the limelight, the more positive the rewards.
You need to keep your eyes open for opportunities and family
relations. You would be sensible about your diet, health, hygiene,
and fitness needs.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

At the workplace you are likely to spend time in different places and
work closely in new associations as you combine good luck and good
management. Self-confidence and action are highlighted and you
tend to instinctively know the right course of action to take in most
situations. You accept the individuality of loved ones and that would
be helpful to resolve your conflicts and move ahead in harmony.
Stress may crop up at unexpected turns and this would require you
to look at some lifestyle changes and even incorporate some tech-
niques like exercise and meditation. The unattached may strengthen
a romantic relationship or become involved with a likeminded part-
ner.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

A fine balance between optimism and practicality is with you as you
discover goals that suit your true self better. A more lenient and
contented aftitude towards others tends to bring positive circum-
stances into your life. A tendency to take on more than you can
realistically handle should be watched. Your social life and finances
stabilize. You find joy in expressing your views and ideas with people
around you. You are feeling good in general, and you tend to spread
the joy and happiness. You work hard and get appreciation too. This
is a good time to build your skills, to get organized, and o attend to
your health and wellbeing.

By Ranjan K Baruah

ducation is one of the oldest sub-
Ejects being imparted in this part of

the country. It is one of the common
subjects for the student studying in arts
stream after secondary level. The subject
can be taken as a major in graduation and
post graduation can be done in education.
We should not get confused with BA or
MA in Education and B Ed or M Ed.
These are different
courses which are part
of the same depart-
ment in most of the
universities.

Some of the areas
of study in education
include Child Psy-
chology, Adult and
Continuing  Educa-
tion, Comparative Ed-
ucation, Educational
Technology, Educa-
tional Statistics and
Research, Abnormal
Psychology, Intellec-
tual Measurement and
Evaluation, Teacher Education, Problems
and Issues of Education. And job types are
professor, school teachers, private tutor,
education consultant, education counsel-
lor, vice principal, principal, coaching cen-
tres, education consultancies, education
department, home tuitions, private tu-
itions, publishing house, research and de-
velopment agencies, schools, among
others.

One of the common concepts of the stu-

FATHER’S DAY

dent is that all those who wanted to be
teacher should study education. In reality
there is more than teaching. One can think
of new options and opportunities and more
over one may innovate vistas through this
subject. In this edition we are trying to
publish some of the career options after
completing education as subjects. In
today’s world education has become an in-
dustry too.

We should be aware that India holds an
important place in the
global education indus-
try. The country has
more than 1.4 million
schools with over 227
million students en-
rolled and more than
36,000 higher educa-
tion institutes. India
has one of the largest
higher education sys-
tems in the world.
India has become the
second largest market
for e-learning after the
US.

Higher education
system in India has undergone quick
growth. The total amount of Foreign Di-
rect Investments (FDI) inflow into the ed-
ucation sector in India stood at USS$
1,383.62 million from April 2000 to De-
cember 2016, according to data released
by Department of Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP).

The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs has approved opening of one
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) in

| miss you
papa

I miss you papa
Miss you more

on door.

Happy Father’s day.
You are my world

and

My blood is cold Ilove you papa.

My skins are cold I miss you papa.

I hear death’s knock

on door. Sona Choudhury,

I miss you papa Indian  Sign lan-

Miss you to the core

My eyes lose light
days are not bright
I hear death’s knock

guage Teacher

each of the 62 uncovered districts with an
outlay of Rs 2,871 crore ($ 430.6 million),
which is expected to benefit over 35,000
students in rural areas and provide direct
permanent employment to 2,914 individ-
uals.

The Ministry of Labour and Employ-
ment will set up Model Career Centres
(MCC) across the country. Out of the 950
employment exchanges in India, 100
would be developed as model centres with
an investment of Rs 350 crore ($52.5 mil-
lion).

There are many opportunities and areas
where one may get placement or get job.
Some of the terms associated with jobs in
this subject include curriculum developer,
trainer/motivator, teacher, tutor, child care,
school administrator, educational consult-
ants, counsellors, media specialist/strate-
gist, educational policy developer, special
education teachers, managing non-govern-
mental organisations or civil society or-
ganisation, adult literacy and language
teachers.

Like MA in education we also hear
about B Ed and M Ed. Well, B Ed course
can to be pursued after graduation. It pre-
pares teachers for upper primary or middle
level, secondary and senior secondary
classes at the school level according to the
National Council of Teacher Education.
We shall publish more options related to
education in forthcoming edition.

(Ranjan K. Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or 9864055558
for any career related queries)

PROTECTED:
A man rides
on his bicycle
with his three
children
during a
downpour in
Amritsar on
Saturday. PT/
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“A reformer is one who sets forth
cheerfully toward sure defeat.”
--- Bill Vaughan
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VIP misconduct!
POLITICIANS think theyare a privileged grou
and can get away with any kind of indiscipline. Tell
Desam MP Diwakar Reddy made a nuisanc
himself at Vishakapatnam airport when he
stopped from boarding a plane for being late. Uy
Civil Aviation Minister and Reddy's party colleag
Ashok Gajapathi Raju was on the scene and mu
in to allow Reddy to take the flight thereby delay
it. Reddy had also issued a stream of foul langu
It is imperative that an inquiry be made into
incident. No politician is entitled to preferent

SHILLONG, MONDAY, JUNE 19, 2017

treatment. Of course, Reddy is not the only offendétt

Shiv Sena MP Ravinder Gaikwad had indulge
similar rowdyism and assaulted Air India staff eaf
this year. Reddy himself had acted in an objection
manner earlier damaging the Air India office
Vijaywada airport. One also recalls the drunk
behaviour of a Congress Minister on a plane y:
ago but in that case he had to be dismissed. T
political leaders forget they are public servants

behave as if they are above the norms of delcgp

Foreign investors gain more under make
in India programme of Modli

- Indian companies not
" enthused as incentives

Job Creation through
Entrepreneurship Developmen

Now employment any ancillary activities. D I k
generation is a priority not By H H Mohrmen Sangma said that he wish are a.C Ing
only in the state of to see that the

3Meghalaya but for theestablished with thethe common people of theentrepreneurs not only -
j@gtion too. It is only very express  purpose  ofstate. create employment for By Subrata Majumder
ecently that the NDA addressing this major The other idea madethemselves and those

t

cgofernment  under theproblem by promoting possible only by IBDLP is working under them, bu
leadership of Narendra Modientrepreneurship amongsthe community nurseries oftheir activity should als
VA& woken up to this verythe youths of the state. Oftree saplings which is anopen up avenues for . -
jifyious problem which is thecourse one cannot expecgttempt — to produceothers to start their owhdovernment has done awayiax incentive has been the
d to create employmenthat the Basin program cancommunity social livelihood activities. with the FIPB route for primary tool to attract
idor the huge unemployed orchange  the  scenarioentrepreneurs, because the Dr Sangma shared hijsapproval of major foreigninvestment in China. In the
semj-employed workforce inovernight but the Basin community is allowed to sellidea of starting lay-bye direct investment. This is avake of China losing its
5 country. It is ratherintervention has made a lotthe saplings to themarkets on the entiremajor policy shift to woo the investment attraction due to
r,wfortunate that in spite ofof things happen at thegovernment or the public.stretch of the nationglforeign investment, besidesappreciation of Chinese
staggering number ofground level. And the idea of raisinghighway wherever it i$s opening doors big waycurrency yuan, China
ag;@_mployed youths in the The success of thisnative tree saplings and fruitpossible. This is anotherunder Make in India granted special tax benefits
untry, the governmentprogram can also betrees in the communityof Sangma’s brilliant idea campaign. But, there areo its investors. It is known
es not have reliablegauged from the fact thatnurseries is a very good idedecause we have alreaflynore such challenges tas “Super” tax incentive to
tatistics of suchinter-departmental because trees endemic to treeen these makeshift laystimulate the domesticqualified equity investors
nemployed youth who areconvergence is nowarea have more chances toye markets on thejpyestors. for eligible private
- to be absorbed in the jolpossible and departmentssurvive and it is good for thenational highway from  As a result, foreign companies
market. The last time theare working together to ecology too. _ Guwabhati to Shillong of jyestment soared in the In 1991, Dr. Manmohan
ddpuntry conducted aachieve the same goal. In the West Jaintia Hills, from Shillong to Jowai country, leaving far behindSingh, the then Finance
.comprehensive estimationAlthough it took some time the success of the manyhe need of the hour is 10he growth in investment byMinster under Narasimha
ligy employment situation in for this to happen but nowpopular tourist spots is alsdimprove the infrastructuredomestic investors. DurinaRao Prime-Ministershi
atB entire nationwas in 2012there is no  more because of the convergencef these lay-bye markets hree vear period 6f Modgi]announced bold measuFr)és
was only recently that competition amongst thethat is happening be itand maybe even add othef y E[) forei f . f ¢
Hte NDA government setupdepartment because theﬁhnongpdeng, Darang oimportant amenities like government, d 8re2,%n52 ecc;]nomlc re Of['?s 0
a task force under Niti have accepted that the goaKrangshuri —under thetoilet facilities and even "vestment surged by 40.sopen the economy. License
K@Ayog headed by its viceof all government effort is Amlarem subdivision or therestaurants in the plan. D€' cent. India received &Raj ~was  abolished.
nﬁ?girman Arvind Panagariyato reach out to the last mardevelopment of Lum TiniangSangma has foreseen thdgcord of US $ 61 billion FDI Procedures were simplified.
Ff>look into this very in the queue instead ofunder  the  Laskeinthe only problem which (including reinvestmentMore sectors were opened
Hexpertant issue.  Thecompeting among development block. could prevent this idepearning) in 2016-17. Indiafor private investment.
mandate of the task force islepartments so they can The success of thisfrom becoming a reality isretained its global topTaxes and duties were

In a recent policy period of five years.
liberalization, the Take the case of China.

achroduce a periodic and aollaborate to achieve thisprogram is evident from theland because many peopl@osition in receiving FDI in rationalized.
reliable nationwide data ongoal. outcome of the recent Chiefwvould not like to part with greenfield investment. Besides opening the
loyment in the whole  The program was Minister’s Entrepreneurs’their land. Against this, domesticdoors big way to the

behaviour. They are given huge perks and

benefits for little reason and also allowed freedomke up to the gravity of thealso the chairman of theand Jaintia hills region of thethe IBDLP and question

to eschew elementary courtesy.
Low cost airlines are expanding but the con

of some politicians can only impair the growth of thestructed

industry. The Gaikwad incident had forced the gt the number of job thatconvergence between thdivelihood activities in the Sangma or the Congre

aviation ministry to frame rules for a no-fly list ({{I‘

deal with unruly passengers and ensure the hadgrgovernment. Now theand the DBDU, West possible for partners toitisthat IBDLP will remain
S

free travel of other passengers. One wonders
Telugu Desam connection between Reddy and
will allow the former to get off scot-free. If that
the case, how different is the NDA Government fr
their predecessor and is Modi’s call for ending
racism an empty rhetoric?

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Atreasure House of Ancient
Khasi History

The Hynniewtrep had been set up in 197
Endeavour Society (HES)under the care an
which has been formedsupervision of Mr L Gilbert

recently with the purpose ofShullai and has a vasts

preserving old documentsollection of valuable an
and helping andimportant books an
encouraging writers inrecords related to the soc
History and "other relevantand political history of the
subjects related to the socialHynniewtrep.

cultural and political life of  The HES, while
the Hynniewtrep and otherappreciating the efforts @
activities which will promote Mr Shullai, has decided t
and uplift the society,"” publish a souvenir to mar

visited the Shillong Recordsthe 15th anniversary gf

Collection Centre (SRCC).SRCC as a token d
The centre, which is aadmiration and appreciatio
storehouse of information,of the Centre.

0
Kt

ntry. Like Kumba Karna, designed such that theConclave in which young Many people hav
central governmentDeputy Commissioner is entrepreneurs from the Khasexpressed doubts abo

investment sullied. foreign investors under
Domestic investmentMake in India, global
increased marginally by 6.5financial crisis  and
percent during the threebreakdown of trade blocks
years period. turned benign for foreign
The efficacy of Make in investment in India. The
ndia is questioned whetheexport based economies
rit was to woo the foreignlost the sheen for foreign
énvestors only. Or, did theinvestment. China is a case

. S ; gushing flow of foreign in point. China lost its high
ey can create every timeDRDA through MNREGS, many districts of the statefails to form a governme t'nvestment act asattraction for foreign

make new pr | i Basin has also made iin the state. The way | sed"V ; e
ey maxe new proposals tahe Tourism department Y disincentive to the domestidnvestment due to

investment? Will the appreciation of Chinese
country return to foreigncurrency yuan. China’s

e

problem and this can beDistrict Basin Development state came to share theiif the program woul
seen from the fact that theunits (DBDU) which is the stories of success and failureontinue if Dr Sangma i
ime Minister’'s district unit of IBDLP, and to learn from each othemo longer the CM of th
ice(PMO) has evenhence there’'s a lot of There were a lot of partnerstate. People predict thag
all  cabinetconvergence happeningwho were trained and werghe IBDLP program will
ministers to inform the PMO between departments. Theable to improve theircollapse the moment

tatistic Ministry also has Jaintia hills is one suchundergo training outside thenot only because it is

filae recently made ancase where the state. The dairy partnergprogram which deals wit

nnouncement to conduct amprovement work and re-were sent to Anand increating livelihood| dominated growth path witheconomic growth plunged
F%éHodic nationwide labour modification of Gujarat, Smoked-fishopportunities for the more participation of foreignfrom double digit growth to
)ﬁrce survey and to compileThadlaskein Lake waspartners were sent toyouth but it is welll investment? ~less than 7 per cent within
e same and publish thenade possible. The PitcheKarnataka. Innumerablethought out progra The fact of the matter isthree years, lower than

osmployment data on aplant lake at Jarain villagenumbers of partners aredesigned to address t
ﬂyarterly basis. So nowunder the Amlarem trained in piggery, needs that might arise wit
verybody is waking up tosubdivision is another casebeekeeping and othetime. The program i
the reality that to achieve anin point where even thelivestock activity are now designed in such a wg
overall economic growth community made someactively engaged in theirthat it could be a platforn
and development of thecontribution to the respective trades. Now thosavhere foreign funding
country; it is imperative that construction of the lake. who are engaging isagencies can put the
the country also takes There is still a lot of livestock rearing could alsomoney and som
onboard its 512 million misconception about theavail support for international funding is
strong work force. program that Basin is construction of sheds fromalreadyusing the IBDPL
The scenario in theassumed to be just anotheMNREGS and if need be theyprogram to implement the
country is such that thisdepartment but in factare even linked to the banlprojects. IBDLP can als
4'bssue was kept in the backBDLP is a program and for loans. After undergoingact as a agency for th
gburner till very recently, but unlike other governmenttraining some of thesegovernment to us
one cannot deny that at thechemes, it is community partners have also been ableorporate funding whic
L.state level it is a differentdriven and its main to start an enterprise of theicomes in the form of CS
jstory all together. Actually, objective is to provide own. | write this article at th
| in spite of not having reliable training to willing partners ~ The Meghalaya Instituterisk of being called pro
fata at hand, the MUAto enable them to improveof Entrepreneurship (MIE) inMukul and pro- Congre : .
government has made amn their livelihood activity. an effort to bring togetherwhich | am not. | support ~ This resulted in a slowareas were opened to the
attempt to addressAnd yes they don't call the entrepreneurs fromgood and practical idegspace  of growth in foreign investors. Ease of
unemployment which is athem beneficiaries anymoreacross the Khasi and Jaintizvhich are for thg employment opportunities.doing business perked up
fvery important factor of because the very fact thatills has recently organisedoetterment of the society jdUnemployment was notwith ‘e-governance.
economic development inthe willing public are called @ conclave to this affect.matter where it comes from.abated. Even though, Given this dichotomy
he state. The Integratedpartners is to do away withAddressing the conclave, Din this case | see IBDLP 3saccording to the Nationalbetween investment by
Basin Development & the beneficiary mindset Sangma congratulated the well thought of and WeISamp|e Survey, India’sforeign and domestic
fLivelihoods Project (IBDLP) which has given rise to thesuccessful entrepreneurs butonceived program whic unemployment rate reeldnvestors, which failed to
nwhich is the brain child of attitude of grant-receiving he also questioned if the neveould bring change to theynder 5 and 8 per cent, théreate expected
Dr Mukul Sangma wasthat is prevailing amongstenterprise was able to creatpeople of the state. growth in employment in employment opportunities,

manufacturing sector isthe government has been

g¢hat Make in India campaignindia’s. China’s fall in
hdid not unravel thegrowth and bubble burst
5 challenges to stimulate thehad cascading impact on
Ydomestic investors. None othe investment potentials in
Nits attempts comprised ofemerging economies, of
) any such reforms, whichEast Asia and South East
I'could stimulate the domesticAsian countries.
investment. It has become Given the large domestic
more of a catchphrase in thelemand and sound financial
government corridors andstability, India emerged a
boardrooms of Indianbright spot for the foreign
ccorporates. Unlike reformsinvestors. The charm to
1in 1991, whose main aim wasnvest in India was further
'to open the door to theaccelerated by business
_private sectors, Make infriendly Narendra Modi’s
India failed to deliver any charisma and his Make in
new initiative to the India campaign. Under the
domestic investors. campaign, several crucial

r

O

TO THE EDITOR

stuck due to low advised to resort to increase

Restive farmers,
distressed
leaders

Editor,

Much has been said®3S€s:
about teaching a person t
fish and not giving him/her
a fish because the secon
practice teaches
dependency. Similarly if we
want to see the worst in
someone, then sweeten th
person up by frequently
giving him/her money. It is
like pampering a child who
could later become an unruly"
adult and let down his?@
parents. Well this is wha
successive governmentdrought
have done for farmers. Theyadricultural

state governments vyield t

appened recently

could have been achieved

s unproductive loans? Bi

about in

teaching them

farmers were encouraged tgountry —and

take loans and when the)marketing methodologiesduty manager R Sukumar, 6
employednside an aircraft at the Delhitn": :
produce airport. The national carrierofficer went viral

defaulted on payment thecould have been
loan and interest wasto sell the
parties have used the “loarhave ushered in
waiver” as their ladder for Mmpressive trend

climbing to power, as the BJPagricultural production and Subjected to the slightest of = Following the incident,

did in Uttar Pradesh. Has itmarketing strategies. The

not sent out the Wrongautomatica”y the socio-

message to other farmergconomic status of th
across the country? Will afarmers could have bee

farmer from UP not teach hisraised and as a result, th
from farmers would have becom
Madhya Pradesh to demandgelf-sufficient and happy
their and the whole countryravindra Gaikwad thrashedPf the Gaikwad episode, Air

facebook friends

the waiver from

leaders? would have been wel
With each passing daynourished.

the farmers from various
states have pretty wellevery farmer is in distressedadvocate
learned the tricks of the tradeevery village parched byPecome

and so they now make thairought and insufficiency.

their demands. In manygovernments are now lef
they have armwith no option but to buy
wisted their leaders as hashe “peace” from the poor
infarmers by way of waivers
Maharashtra. But have weas a short-term settlement
ever given a serious thoughBut for how long? | guess
on how many lakh croresthe government will keep
have so far been written off%beating their chest when th
Erankly speaking, muchfarmers become restive.

that colossal amount of
money were productively

tchanges could have been
the ..
“sector. Very 0N privileges!
have pampered them withoudvanced irrigation -and = gy,

robustStorage system could have 5 \arch 23, Shiv Sen
farming methods Firstly, b€en installed across thup Ravindra Gaikwad ha
efficient assaulted Air India staffer,

anairlines then barred him fromcondemnation, even from

penetration of domesticinvestment in coastal areas

today media uproar! How can anunruly passengers, whichwidespread protestsinvestors. Over 83 percent0 develop the export base
of violenceincluded hefty fines of up to against the railhead atof workers in India were self-industries, with an eye on
the  people’sgg 15 |akh. Air India joined Byrnihat, which hag employed, casual and@Pour intensive industries.
reﬁrefenta'tuvg Al\nd a nf‘tm'five other airlines to ban the resulted in petrol bomb contract workers, according™ & Major policy move to
the Yi;%eiﬂciii%unq r)c/)'n Ma"’%hazirlawmaker and demanded ahrowing incidents afto NITI Aayog report. ocus on employment
(Gaikwad was unfazed and no-fly list” for unruly several places in Shillong The reason for foreign@Pportunities in the coastal
shamelessly stubborn. H&UStomers. by anti-social elementsinvestment not responding®€as: NITI Aayog proposed
proudly announced that he. NOW again on June 16, taking advantage of theto reduce unemploymen o set up Coastal
hit the airline employee 25el'elugu Desam Party MP J Csituation. The worst yas that foreign Employment Zone (CEZs),
- o his ol Diwakar Reddy allegedly affected is the businesspyestments were made irf€Plicating Chinese model of
times with his slipper. He . . . . \ w "SEZ in Three Year Action
lost his temper when hewent to the Indigo Office community which have the organized sectors. Th
e iitine 10 NEXt to the check-in counterbeen targeted either afny hose to stai9enda (TYAG).
é]lldnt find the facilities in - . . ntrepreneurs chose to stay= ... he f
accordance with his whims @nd created a ruckus at theheir business premises Pfrom ™ |abour  intensive itherto, the focuses on
; . Vi i i i . : > '~ employment opportunities
but did he think how the ViSakhapatnam airport aftertheir residence. Althougiinqstries and opt for highly e
the airline did not let him a local dorbar has were made within the

Unfortunately,

OAnd ultimately

if Yours etc.,

; +airlin r ver - e °capital or skilled- labour- . : :
Sglglﬁewal; gitizer?s?t eats average;ard a flight to Hyderabad condemned the incident aﬁntgnsive technology mainland of the country. Big
tong- as he arrived late. Is the MPUmsohsun, the political . - . potential  exists  for
The ban was revoked i that DGCAparti ,t' ht- li jonented industries. development of export
g after the MP wrote a letterOt @ware that as per parties are tght- Ipped — risea| incentives andpased  industries in. the
N ﬂ h h to Civil Aviation Minister Norms airlines close theand have no guts toeasy monetary policy are th
etaS y |g Ashok Gajapathi Rajucheck-m counters for all condemn the incidents ®oastal areas. CEZ can

‘core demand of domestiqysyide a new lease of life to
ginvestors. Make in India is aipyq absorption of working
gfour pronged strategy —force in the coastal areas.

>focusing on New Process, N|T| Aayog proposed

eNew Infrastructure, Newjncentives on the threshold
ysectors and New mindsetef employment. It proposed
hBut, none of these strategiefiyve year corporate tax
served the core demand ofoliday to firms employing

pdomestic investors. For10,000 workers within three
example, high rate of interesfears of tax holiday.

gomestic flights 45 minutes Why is a particula
prior to departure? community being targete

such when they have nothin
parliamentarians answerto do with the rail project
this: If people begin to | therefore condemn th

I:‘f,iemulate such  unruly incidents of petrol bom

expressing regret over th
incident. However, the Civil
Aviation Minister stated
gihat aircraft safety will not
be compromised after

OE)#rrgsorr]ti?% Vlt(ri]%o Xfrthlié\?a behaviour, including that of throwing and urge upo

and 9etting  physical  with the law  enforcing
gairlines staff what will authorities to be mor

widesprea happen to the country’s lawvigilant and book the

as well as other domestidriggered

; ; ; : L and order situation? miscreants for theifcontinued to be a greafAlternatively, zero-rate GST
intaking _their = flights. within the government. Yours etc., heinous crimes. burden for the domesticfor three years for creating
ersonal discomfort, thesewo FIRs were filed at the Samares Yours etc.,| investors. In COﬂtraSt,l0,0QO jobs and six years for
rgeoples’ representativendira Gandhi International Bandyopadhyay SL Singhania, foreign investors have ancreating 20,000 jobs.
gresort to violence. WhyAirport police station for Kolkata- 91 Viaemail | edge with several options |t is hoped that the

an't they raise their voices
;gor the welfare of the

for easy money from theiremployment linked

parent companies andnvestment incentive will

international banks. Fewgear up the domestic
were to take up the graduainvestors’ mindset to invest
phasing out of higherin the coastal areas and
corporate tax from 30increase employment
percent to 25 percent over apportunities. (IPA Service)

assault and delaying the

lane. Delhi Police is still
[ﬁrobing the incident.
Thereafter, in the aftermath

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Non-tribals always
soft targets!

verage traveller? Certai
ncidents leave you horror
struck. The manner in which

lthe Air India employee, India had proposed a set of Editor,
provoked much public andnew guidelines to deal with  There

have been




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017

(SIX)

“Do not go where the path may lead

go instead where there is no path
and leave a trail.”

--- Cato the Elder
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~Gazing into the 2018
Crystal ball

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017

NDA's presidential candidate |
AT last the BJP-led NDA Government has shquyps 3 ready mid June 2017

its cards. It has announced its presidential candidBfi@!ly caught up with us
and so will the 2018 evaporated as the partyhysical presence, where th

a far-fetched possibility
after all. As of now
everyone appears to [
rantically contributing

By Toki Blah

If all goes well, and there is nothing to suggest it Willeghalaya Assembly Pollsreplaces its former swaggeireatest challenge would b ovxard?h“- i
. |_which are just around thewith desperate attempts atdentifyin suitable , Anhother questior
not, then 71 year old Ram Nath Kovind, the preS@Biner. In between lies thedamage control. That thecandidgteg in tune with thelingers in the monsoo

drenched air - who is likel

swer to the pre and posBJP is resolute to backparty's political ambitions.
form the next

an
1@018 enigma of Meghalaya.anyone and anything butOff hand, the task appearg®
e¢hat's happening andthe Congress is anformidable unless, in the©SovVérnment post 201
what's going to happenZestablished fact. Simplycourse of time, people jumpP0!ls? The possibility o
B8Ings ~ are  already put, like poles repel eachship to join up with the new e Congress returning
pening and from allother! party. Ah, lest we forget andtn€ Single largest party
Ikelihood it's going to be a  In politics, solemnity of overlook the Congress, theP€cause of the inability g
catg- wrenching, bumpy purpose can also easilyGrand Old Party. In 2018 theth€ Others to come to
roller coaster political ride blend and be GOP will enter the polls with United —~~ pre-poll
@& everyone. In the indistinguishable from thea huge handicap, theunderstanding, exists as
C@%gmning there was thisabsurd. The recent highlybaggage of a decade oldlistinct possibility. This
ole upsurge of a newdramatised unity move ofnonstop infighting plus 10 Nowever does not in th
ofpund Khasi nationalism. the regional parties is ayears tarnished incumbencyl®@st mean that th
Phew! a few months backcase in point. HS Shylla, inAs of today the Congresscongress will
aheofocal media was full of his usual energetic andseems to be gripped by @utomatically be invited t
it talks of a new political inimitable style, pushed, Hamlet like mindset, to oustform the next Govt! Fa
I’(!Ihspensation for the Khasishoved, hustled andor not to oust those whofromit, if past examples g
r&dls filled the air; bustled to bring about adefy the party whip. A 603, Manipur  ang
emergence of a new breegre-poll alignment and mumbling, fumbling, €lsewhere are anything
ariseaders was promised;understanding betweendoddery party leadership ha§© by. The outcome of a
_birth of the PDF was the regional parties. Ain no way helped boost thethis will mean that politica
I@dudly and triumphantly political myth called Khasi party image which appeargnstability will again be the
agﬁfunce'd and thenunity. Regional diehardsparalysed and helplesslot of Meghalaya for thg
enly like the surface ofand NGOs waved theirindecisiveness at its best. Yefext five years
eth$mall windswept puddle,palm fronds in happy though battered and bruisedMeghalaya politics and it
the turbulent excited watersanticipation and accordingthe Congress in Meghalayapoliticians will continue to
LQ&ELrned to their once placidto  Shylla all  were from amongst all the otherremain visionless an
serene calmness. Theenthusiastically parties, still presents the fac€lueless. Politicians wil
wonder of it all is that appreciative of this 'Lai of a party still likely to cobble continue to scramble fqg
The BJP had kept the name of Kovind under wray§ryone too then returned.ama’ model for regional up a fair number of seats fopower regardless of th
. o t0_their normal day to day stability. But not everyoneitself. It might still just means and oblivious t
even when its leaders led by Home Miinister Rﬁ]tivitiﬁs as if r(ljothing hadit seems was prepared t@merge, not on its own meriteverything else
. . . ever happened! Did wetsing Halleluia. In his but by default, as the singleGovernance an

Nath Singh had metwith Congress, President Sor'aﬁ-swept Mawsynram enthusiasm Shylla hadlargesyt party in the 2018 frgy.development, despit

Gandhi and CPI (M) General Secretary, Sitaf&#'Ply undergo  the somehow punctured theit might still have a few everyone's wishes to th

_ experience of a mirage?  ego factor, that majesticsurprises up its sleeve.  contrary, will continue tg
Yechury last week. The only thing that many Then came the BJP anchot air balloon all  Question on everybody'snose-dive into oblivion
conjectured was that the BJP's presidential cand

.in_true monsoon style politicians need to keeplips today is, 'What's goingLeaderless an
IGBlcs, full of thunder and afloat and the whole thingto happen next?'. Two totallydirectionless, the peopl
would be one that both the Congress and the
(M) would find difficult to reject. Indeed, no politic

dé%bgning. We will contest all collapsed into a farce. UDPdifferent events might occur,under the tutelage g
eats and no pre-poll tieand HSPDP, sans HSwith absolutely no pressure groups an
alps ﬁllegse, Ithantk c)j/QU Sﬁhyllg, gnally roje up from connection with one anothertraditional institution
o . . ) . much! Enrolment drives the debris and came upbut perhaps with the exacteaders will continue td
party can justifiably reject a Dalit candidate with Dubgan left, right and centrewith a comical concoction same outcome. The twowaste their time on highl
. g : e we will form the next of a pre-poll alliance, events might be engineere@motive but unproductiv
be'h_g put on the back-foot. After all, in Ir_‘d'a Its { Sovt in Meghalaya. For thewatertight in all political or they might just happen onissues.  Infrastructure
politics of appeasement that never fails to wolfkst time in the political respects but practicallytheir own. Firstly, the most importantly
] ] ) history of the state and theperforated with friendly ongoing KSU agitation over education and health wi
Having shown their trump ca@JP President, Amitcountry as a vghczle, antfights. The KHNAM was the Byrnihat railhead mightcontinue to be neglecte
Shah tweeted, "I believe that all political parties NmaZIng new strategy atclassed either as a nonescalate and take a turn foat the cost of our futur
come forward and support NDA's candidate for
President's office.” Until a day ago there w
rumours that LK Advani might be the BJF
presidential nominee. The BJP clearly has its ag
all sorted out. Kovind's selection will take the w
out of the BSP's sails and render Mayay
inconsequential.

ning hearts and mindsregional party or asthe worse. The law and ordegenerations.
| LOOKING BACK |

tf@s launched. A seniorinconsequential, while thesituation in the state, The irony is at the en
party functionary PDF figured nowhere in theespecially Khasi Hills and of all this, the demand fo
efigeatened to lodge FIRsunity calculations. Shillong might deteriorate.saviours will again
against anyone who daredRegional unity thus With a BJP govt at the centregvershadow the need f
@ speak ill of the party _andcont_inues to remain asever on the look out to settlegenuine leaders. Saviou
e@ﬁohues. Wow, Incredible elusive as the Holy Grailscores with Dr Mukul, the will call for further
confidence really! Thenwhile post poll coalition MUA might be shown the withdrawal into our shells|
nehme the cropper. The NDAwith either the Congress,door and the imposition offor more protective wall
Govt at the centre came ugthe NPP or the BJP isPresident's rule cannot bag save us: for rigidity an

J&l}th rulgs and regqlaﬂpnsoonveniently left open- ruled out. Secondly, there ar@ogmatisrﬁ in tradition td

aimed directly at crippling ended for opportunisticrumours that certain protect us from the futur

the sale and supply of beebolitics to decide. Did Congress MLAs, including (ban kiar na ka lawei b

March 27, 1989

H 1 1
Reservation for ST's and SC's
. o _ threat and the hue and cryithe NPP. With a reportedlyconjecture that might org sign of approval. O
Mr Rajiv Gandhi said last and this has to be over the issue, mind you,well established voter basemight not happen. If it unfounded fear and o
week that his governmentthoroughly investigated. In has just begun. In Garo hillsin the Garo Hills, with however does happen andych hazardous an
would soon place beforethe matter of recruitment tp party members resigned ininvisible apron strings tied when it happens, the MUA erfidious beliefs
Parliament a Bill to extend thepublic services in particulaf, droves while in Khasi andto the NDA, the party is would be reduced to af\)/le halava and its peo
reservation policy in favour for instance, it is ofter Jaintia Hills a smouldering expected to emerge as theninority Govt just waiting for Willgcont?/nue toll' gopt
of Harijans nd tribals for noticed that the quotapublic resentment againstdark horse and king makerthe centre to intervene.ipis t M o Gu
another ten years. Thereserved for the Scheduledthe BJP, continues to festeibf 2018. In the disunited President's rule inp S cenun. ay”I °
announcementCastes or Tribes remainand rise. The pompousKhasi & Jaintia Hills, NPP Meghalaya in the coming avz rphercy OF? ugda 't of
appropriately synchronizedunfilled due to dearth of huffing and the puffing hasreputation precedes itsmonths is therefore not Suchc,&RuE or1s Fresident o
with the birthday qualified candidates from )

cattle to the state and itssomeone, sometimeministers, are just biding theirphyrnai??2?). A 69 ¢
anniversary of Dr B R those for whom the
13 H n -
Stupid Stop spreading

Governor of Bihar will be the next President of Ing
Not much is known about Kovind, except that h
a Dalit leader and a former Rajya Sabha men
from Uttar Pradesh, elected by the BJP betw
1994-2000 and 2000-2006. Kovind is an advo
by profession and practices in Delhi. Kovind |
been the former President of the BJP Dalit Mor
(1998-2002) and President of the All-India K
Samaj. He also served as national spokespers
the party. He was appointed Governor of Biha
August 8, 2015. Itis learnt that Kovind appea
for the civil services examination on three occas
and succeeded in the third attempt but did not
as he was selected for the allied services inste
the IAS. He then chose to practise law in the D
High Court and later became Advocate-on-Re
of the Supreme Court in 1978.
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beef suddenly came undethe new kid on the block,moment, this remains athrow its petrol bombs 4

people. Tradition, culture, mention clean value basedime before they jump ship.jiterate but thoroughly
indigenous food habits andpolitics? To which ship, God only yneducated rabble wi
consumption of nutritious  Then of course there isknows, but as | said, for thethen sing its hosannas a

Ambedkar, incelebration of vacancies are earmarked

which the Prime Minister Here, too, the fault must be

was laying the foundation oflaid at the door of the

counseled and how many
are not in the entire state,

hearing aids are a
manufactured items an

a College in Lucknow in government. A mereg i i el 1 i

memory of this_eminent mechanical contiuation ot COMMENT ON  Fopetitly (2. 22ses oimisinformation  fence | manfactutn
leader of the down troddenthe reservation policy does broken when you see the gravity of on GSTI earlier need to b
and the weak and backwarchot carry the objective far ) the problem of broken ' incorporated in the GST
in the country. Reservationenough unless the whole marnages marriages , both registered _ As regards items pointe
for the Scheduled Casteggamut of governmental and unregistered, even Editor, . out by the individual suc
and the Scheduled Tribes isactivities is permeated by ja . among Christian couples, it | read with great 35 sacred thread (made
a basic State policygenuine desire to uplift afl Editor, is the broken familiesamusement Sujit De's lettefcotton  strands) an
enshrined in our categories of our diversp, With reference to a newsnemselves who can be theaptioned "GST a caste~ibhuti (ash), it does nd

I’{imzigl%our r:japerh(ST Junépetter  judge to statebasedtax”(STJune17,2017)ven need clarificatio
14, ) under the captionwhether or not they wereThe writer clearly has no ideathat these are na
Pastors not to pursue casgounseled. of the taxation structure inmanufactured. And t
against State Marriage Act’, The unanimous supporthis country and his ultra leftcomment on panchamr,
}_T(e Maltlsh_aphrang wouldfrom all the MLAs both leanings are written all over(made of five element
tlike to clarify that we had ruling and opposition while the wall. | do not mean tomilk, yoghurt, honey
never Enade any statemenpassing the Meghalayaorrect someone who clearljjaggery and ghee) whic
that “pastors do not Compulsory Registration ofhas no idea of what GSTIS prepared by the prie
ounsel families that are onMarriage Act just shows theantails but | felt that this @s an offering to God
he verge of break-down” seriousness of the problemetter needs to be written sduring ceremonies i
such, but in fact rather andparticular public services| P€cause we do not have the But merely having a lawas to enlighten the generaf€ight of ludicrousness.
admission of government's There is another aspe :ftnformatlon nor the figures W” not sglve the pmb'%rp'public on some of the While everyone is
own failure to bring theseto the whole policy of ©© SUpport or to make suchWe need active publiCteatres of GST. The new/VelCome to opine o
undeveloped and under-reservation, which a sectign® comment. participation = and theayation regime which is 2nything and everythin
' But in responding to the Support of all religious under this country,

Constitution piloted by Dr people to the same level ¢
Ambedkar in the attainment and progress
Constituent Assembly The government's
which initially fixed it for a educational policy and its
period of ten years. Severaimplementation has
extensions have since beeparticularly to bear the brur
granted to the policy duringof the criticism that even the
subsequent decades. Thiminimum number are not
has been no concession tavailable to take advantag
the Harijns and the tribals asof the quota reserved in

developed sections ofof the leadership of the o g P .= planned to be rolled out from

i : . Labove, it is quite an absurdnstitutions, — women’s ' personally feel that ope
society at par with the restScheduled categorigs’ v T qfor senior Organizations, concerne Jlf[|yl é01.7 V\gllssubsu.rpespreading of
of the country's population,themselves have lately NGOs and individuals to ~ENa! EXCISE & SEVICE LaXmiginformation is what ails

advocate VGK Kynta to nd most of the state ta

necessitating repeatedstarted at thinking. It is

make the general publi %his country and needs

extension of the policy.  responsibility of the people MakKe, as reported, "We  wo o o w0 "o nd thdevies  (such as VAT, pa’checked

What is more deplorableconcerned to ensure thafounsel families the moment o5 an o 'to register allentertainment tax, " Yours etc
is that despite this policy ofthe natural instinct of sel \(/jve s?]e ||(n-f|ghht|ng. "('jOW, marriages irrespective offmusement & betting tax Sumit Kar
reservation in full operation help, which is another named0€s he know that we don'ty, e, refigious  or non-and the likes). It has to be Shillong- 1

uninterrupted for over four for self respect, is not in anyCOUNSel? It is a very stupid,g|igious
decades, the disparityway blunted under a safecOmment.” We are not ggpecially since thehave to incorporate th -
between the weaker sectionsover of reservation. On thet@/king about isolated casesmarriage”  registrationelements of the erstwhilg Lefters to the Editor must have
and the rest seems to havéast analysis it may be seef€'€, but a major problemcertificate is now mandatoryCentral Excise which is| he full name, address and

tended to grow. There mustin many cases as killing thed€cting the state and he isor gl official purposes.  essentially a tax on industriaj contact number of the writer,
be something seriouslyinitiative and enterprise|, N0t in @ position to have Yours etc., manufacturing. In this | even if they are sent by email.
wrong in the implementationwhich the people ar available statistics to know Michael N. Syiem, context it is apparent tha Only letters with the requisite

of the policy of reservation capable of displaying. how many are being Viaemail braille paper, typewriters,| details will be published.

affiliations understood that GST will

Demystifying the
Palestine- Israel
Paradigm

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

| BEATING THE RHETORIC

For more than five .Instead they began to
"decades now the Middlesupport the Palestinian
East question hasAuthority of Fatah in a bid
continued to haunt globalto divide the Palestinian
. policymakers. The genesismovement. What the world
1Of this conflict lies in the leaders have effectively
Aftermath of World War II forgotten is such divisive
f’when the Jews were givenpolitics always bring more
2 separate homeland bytrouble than peace. Being
displacing the Palestiniansunable to conclusively
%om their traditional homes. engage with Hamas and

ince then the Middle Eastrefusing to side Mahmoud
has become an arena foAbbas in the UN bid, the
unending wars with theworld leaders  have
Arab states locked with effectively given an image
)Israel in a series of bloodyof a party which stands
- conflicts. Israel with its against the expression of
fsuperior arms and thethe legitimate interests of
support of the Westernthe Palestinian people.
oWorld has always usurped The key to
jthe Arab states but theunderstanding the increase
human costs have been toin rocket attacks in recent
high. times is the internal rivalry

The present round ofwithin Hamas. A major
attacks and counter attackslistinction has to be made
kcan be traced back to thebetween the Hamas leaders
1994 Oslo agreements.in Gaza and the
HFollowing the Oslo accords"politbureau” members
the Palestinian Authority who reside in foreign
rwas established to govermations- responsible for
careas of West Bank on theHamas relationship with
pEast and the Gaza Strip. lother  countries. The
was the charismatic Yassetraditional rulers in exile of
j Arafat who was at helm of the Hamas leadership had
ethis peace deal and it wentrelations with the Shia
e long way in ensuring leadership of Iran and Syria
peace in the Middle East or.This is seeing a rapid new
so the world leadersrealignment with the home
gthought. government in Gaza
e After the Accord some warming up to the Sunni
fareas passed onto theealignment of Turkey and
gPalestinian  Authority's Qatar. Thus we are seeing a
(PA) hands over series ofstrategic shift in the
negotiations and deals;ideological composition
y however it lost major areasand backing of the Hamas
b during the Second Infatidaleadership.

.where Israeli Defence Also since the PA
Forces (IDF) retook government is effectively
| strategic positions. After weakening and the PA
dthe Second Infatida the IDFsoldiers are in effect
cunilaterally moved away working with the IDF to
from the Gaza Strip leavingstop  military  attacks
dit under the complete emancipating from the Gaza
rcontrol of the PA leadership. Strip by renewing the crisis,
Trouble started brewing inthe domestic Hamas
12006 when Hamas won theleadership will try to gain
relections. Soon after thethe ground that the PA
elections, Israel, the Unitedgovernment in West bank
: States, Canada, and thdas lost. In trying to stand
5 European Union froze allup to the "tyrannical
dfunds to the PalestinianZionist state” Hamas hopes
Authority, after Hamas to emerge as the true leader
erefused to recognize Israelof the Palestinian people
arenounce violence, and toand torchbearer of the
baccept the past agreementfXalestine aspirations for
These countries view statehood.
IHamas as a terrorist Another major thorn in
n@drganization. the present crisis is the
S The core point of Hamasissue concerning the Fajh-
Nwas liberation of Jerusalem5 rockets. The Hamas
N- an issue on which Israelleadership at this point
thad a non- negotiableseems to be in a mood for
position. The world leadersnegotiations but the Israel
€couldn't effectively de- government cannot afford
escalate the conflict andto with Hamas possessing
bring the Palestinianarms which can effectively
leadership to the table.target the heart of Israel.
Instead the world leadersAnd at this point finding
rallied behind a new middle ground will be
government under thedifficult since Hamas would
Fateh leadership. The newnot like to let go of
Fateh leadership claimed toveapons  which  can
govern all areas ofstrengthen their position
Palestine; in essence itwvis-a-vis the Palestinian
gcontrol was limited to the Authority in the West
[ West Bank since the GazaBank. Israel simply cannot
- Strip was effectively under live with Hamas having
gHamas. Such a situationthese weapons in its
hquickly escalated into aarsenal.
ofratricidal war between Yet, in the end, this
dHamas and Fatah whichconflict has to come to an
tfurther detoriated theend and negotiations are
ncondition of Palestine. Inthe only way out. This is in
t2011 under the aegis ofthe interest of the people of
D Cairo, Hamas and Fatahthe Middle East and long
tagreed to form a joint unity lasting peace in the region.
Sgovernment. However Hamas must accept Israel's
within one year the right to exist while Israel
situation deteriorated somust accept the Hamas
uch that for the first time leadership which might
in 2012 Hamas declared thaeventually spread its
it was considering control to the West Bank.
unilateral independence ofThe issue has to move
ythe Gaza Strip. The netbeyond the Fajh-5 rockets
gresult of the fratricidal and address the larger
struggle between Hamasdimensions of the Israeli-
nand Fatah is a furtherHamas leadership. A three
division of the legitimate way division would be
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5 aspirations of the unfortunate as it would
OPalestinian people. effectively divide the
Yet it isn't enough to aspirations of the

blame the present crisisPalestinians many of whom
solely on the Palestinianlaid down their lives for this
leadership. The role of thecause. So in the end a two
international community is nation theory would be the
equally condemnable. Inonly way forward -a
2007 when Hamas adoptedPalestinian state accepting
a hardliner stance withthe Israeli state 's right to
regard to Israel the worldexist and vice versa.
leaders didn't get together (Views expressed are
to work out a peace dealpersonal)
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‘A man who moralizes is usually a

hypocrite, and a woman who moralizes An Open Letter to the FUture TI" the COWS

IS invariably plain.”

e Chief Minister of Meghalaya ~— come home

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LIX No. 309 SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2017 By B M Lanong
: ; ; Even though it is still . Pradesh recently shou|d
Long Walt for JUSUCe! early days to bring you into By Gary Marbanlang be an eye opener for all pf In quick successions, gintrinsically, especially
he picture but people from us. Farmers lives cannot beaumber of controversialwhen the remark seeks to
THE Bombay blasts of 1993 were a horrend kﬂgtain sections of societyObama ended theirsome 2.6 million jobs for taken for granted andissues are popping up ongpliterate the selfless

event. Bombay has become Mumbai and it has takeve been speaking youpresidency on a highyoung Filipinos by 2020! If every effort should beafter another, all of which sacrifice and credibility of
. . . ame and suggesting thaapproval rating since theywe could capture even afaken to ensure that ev sishake the country andthe distinguished leader.
24 years to convict six men who killed 257 peo Gb c moral .
: : : tain preferred parts of theeconomy. But here ingenerate employment foragriculture to the While the vexed cow deference to Gandhi’s age,
Some of the prime accused including Daw Qgte. As far as I'mMeghalaya a politician's thousands of our youths. secondary or tertiarySlaughter issue is stilldoes owe an apology to him
irrelevant. What matters isnumber of assets he's ablemplovment generatingshould be a smooth ong. government did not hesitate  prime Cow Issue
brought to book. The 1993 blasts were the dark@sk you should put theto accumulate for himself. secit)oryhas also gnot reachgd As far as the threat gfto jump over the Fourth Whether the BJP
eventin the history of Indian crime. Mumbai's m f@eople before your personathe people of Meghalayadevelop high end tourismimmigration is concerneg ’{re]asc(;)gi ng‘%tt?] th'”k_dOf It.leadership like or lump it, it
joined hands with cross-border terror via Dubai @ingerests. The ban in coafre party to this regretful market in our State, we musfay | remind you that the 1l ~=' falced e 1eieences their agenda to forcibly
Lisbon. Sophisticated policing was called for to ta¢Ki@elihoods of many but | Minister, we want this North Eastern States.surrounded by a 15(pand senior media Chieff Ofrt]hetountry and their agenda
nt to point out that foraberration from normal Kaziranga National Park inmillion strong| NDTV, Prannoy Roy, for the has been well carried out in
: : - : : itici e jus@actually — the  NDTV evoked widespread reaction
the internationalizing of the search for the crimintile young job seekers ofand every corrupt politician Nagaland and the LivingWhere a movement of justt : , . P .
g Meeé;halaya have beenmust be accountable for hisRoot Bridges of Meghalayal Million of its citizens shareholders’ loan availedprompting even their own
: - : - i i repayment of course, forelsewhere to quit the party
T ; ; Inaking for jobs. Now the crime, whether bureaucratsingle tour package. If thereP€riod of time would cause =~ h 9T €
lbrahim is reported to be in Pakistan but cann tSE}%(ation is only getting or technocrat should alsois & concerted effort to@ Mmarked change in tHe¥nich Roy and his family in opposition.
nabbed. India’s criminal justice moves at a gl
; ) . A g ; ; The media fraternity in its w;j i '
- situation that is spinningnexus between politicians-holiday destinations like the state and its uniqye o termed the rtgid as %vtl)tl:lsekéls hr;srt)g;pgaaennotl,s,
.. . . - iqepress freedom, for refusingaccording to him, cow
to be completed. Not merely the victims but [theached saturation point buyou assume office. out of Thailand shows that@!SO urge you to consid «rpo kow-tow to the : Y .
P Y the youths of the state still Coming to the educationthe  tourism sector the persecuted ones wh slaughter is a non-issue in
NDTV in its news slot, what is widely believed, that
ith that same mindseteducation system is stillGDP in 2016. state before 1971. They.,\cphoiticians attack us,Arunachal is the aravevard
acquitted last week but he has already been brutalizeti  consider —myselfstuck in second gear when  Construction of a world Should be _treated s,q il not give up the fight for Indian cows. gravey
2Sie Cental governmert e couny havs shited toone o the most popular'd INISET, 2,04 5 dndependenc of media about cow Saugier Shou
India should improve its record of Combating Cri or the thousands o g gear. Sholiday destinations with India."No doubt, it is a sadpbe properly understood
if it wishes to win the confidence of Interpolstate, our past leaders havenemployable graduatesacross the country wouldn'tS, ¥ traordinary e fee pressin India.  which the [atter is more
: : - - Then the ripple effect of prominent in the economic
Organised crime helps terror groups. India’s saf@ijddening situation. lite world where working considering that Accoland isgiderieﬁce ]icﬁﬁat er;(?)g d p
depends on the efficiency of its criminal justicg,"eoP® ffom rural areasfor the government is thesuch a hit with the people ofF inelodrama of the lastagriculture, using the bulls
il y : : he  border ovember midnight {0 the maximum all
system. capital town of Shillong advanced states in thethe region. dfath d others li
hoping to land their "dreamcountry — are  bracing  Mr future Chief Minister 9 ancratner and otmers &gt by the people and whichageing and finding no
Secretariat or some othewhere automation will that the Agriculture sector is -
March 27, 1989 It i | £ £ awarded contracts to give .
government departments. Fesutt i Jayoils ol in really bad shape. " ations to thesp The loss and sufferings of those who
and father were stationdd COUld not meet their urgent health
of the boys narrated a storyRaj left us. A total revamp agriculture is affecting . .
. . : . to give out rations to these
The Sikkim Assembly protected under Articles 371 of a person he knows whoof the education system isfarmers across the state . . . .
E P refugees but a seriods marriages, educational, travelling
the central taxes of the stat@ertains to the merger gfincome on contractual basidy revamping the and poverty is rampant. Thegrandfather immediatel)
An emergency session ofargument against wealth taxinstitution, barely managingmean doing away with there are no farmer suicidesationing began and they likes were a few of those that can be
the legislative assemblywas that the state wgsto make ends meet. Time€nglish as a medium ofyet in Meghalaya. States likey,
- AR S . . ; illage never to complete
resolved that the centralkhe urban nature was owingThis kind of migration may of study. strides in Agriculture by " ioni - i ‘ i i ’
government "be pleased” tao agricultural wealth being have worked well in the 70's ~ Mr future Chief Minister, focusing on areas such . he rationing exercise. Byit feel this as a ‘demonisation effect
. . e W ! . e a t%in this process was bri
Wealth taxes, extended to theesidential buildings. "It i§ government  jobs  to English language is in factHorticulture where high they wﬁnessed the pajn
notification. not ripe for levying property almost equal but today,strengths but we haverecall my geography teache . . ; ° .
The assembly noted thatax on the building and colleges in the city alonefailed to realise this andtelling u)é %hatgthg ?,liem experienced in their chaotic mess and hit the ruraheef, even after their
; ; P " - ) - nectare | Olland. My family did nof hard B ;
was neither consulted nor itduildings stand. : X . bulls are well-cared for either
g graduates every year ané&conomic benefits from it. district is at par with Brazil. strike gold from this  The loss and sufferingsfor slaughter or for sale.
notification was issued in i i ; ; .
. . . government for jobs. Theis an exemplary phrase towith me to this day. Furtherprief ex de th i i
th f the President of : i - i - posure made thefitheir urgent health care.every part of the cattle is
e name of the President o PIannmg AdVISOFy disproportionate ratio ofdescribe our research must be done ikee the human side of| @ancellations of fixed usefﬁl,pfrom it sk
of Sl number of job seekers ha&nglish language for for improvement and farmersthese people and theitravellin rogrammes i
; . - : ; » nutrit I d to th
exercise its own vested and The Meghalaya Govt. in reached alarming levels. economic gains. The muchin the state must begescendants must fappointmgentspan% the Iikesgiélr:gotg Vt?Jlrjr?éd-ocxr\]/v;unge,
of Income tax_under therecently has constituted the,jitician in the USA was Process Outsourcing (BPO) i i i i
isting | Tax M I P ; ~ cing ommercial farming. And | the growth and be mentioned of. Many inthe best manure for organic
1048 The manasl of theoite Town and Countiy interviewed by CNN to industry provides the also hope that you create @evelopment of our stat.Meghalaya feel this as aarming. Even its urine is
erstwhile Kingdom of Sikkim under the Meghalaya To ; ” ; X ] _ ' _
had been negated by thend Country Planning Act, Trump Presidency. He wascicgnor_rllly in I_Eabst ASI%V\gtsh able to find the markets foryou that it doesn't matterinstead. But the mootand religious purposes. The
categorical in stating thatl.3 million jobs an their products and morewhere you hail from asquestion which still baffles cow is therefore not only
central taxes which shouldof Urban Development : . g - X i )
have become effective fromDepartment as its Cth)airma ludging Trump’s p(e5|dencynr(]early 10 times the size (f)fstorage facilities are createchonest, hardworking, they have to suffer for thevenerated too.
is the number of jobs thatthe economy of so that their produce doesndependent-minded, Gddfauit of the high and mighty The Khasis during
cooperation by the Stateseven official members an - i : ;
Govzrnment. Y three non-official memberk Years down the line or at théNorld Bank estimates, theinflation could wreak havocimportantly you should launderers, none of whomanimals or birds follow their
end of the presidency.same industry is expectedon the lives of ordinary put the interest of was ever heard being caughprofessional ethics and
maintained that the SikkimDevelopment Department - . )
Income Tax Manual asas its SF()ecretary. p Reagan and even Barachillion dollars and provide What happened in Madhyaabove anything else. money recovered. suk sha la ka jaka, mab ia ngi
On the contrary however,; bynriew na ka bynta ka
ivi i i : . ) o applied, now the centralpelong, forgive man for his
Demand for packages were notliving therein rightly is 3 manufactured productmake it more inclusive in people, the project has npstatistics authority came upneeds.)

u should emerge fromwere able to turn around thefraction of this market, it will if @ transition from thg public morale. Amit Shah, if only in
Ibrahim who masterminded the crime is yet tg bencerned, this subject idegacy is judged by the ~Tourism  as  anSector is to happen thanging on, the BJPas widely expressed.
erests of the State and itdt is a pathetic situation andfull potential. If we want to Influx and illegal Estate, when for no cogengovernment and its
lawining has jeopardized thesituation. Mr future Chief work in tandem with other threat is a real one! We ap@f the articulate gentlemanpan cow slaughter in the
the wide network. But even after such a long 4@ past two decades or spolitical behaviour to end Assam, Hornbill festival of Neighbouring  country alleged bank fraud, which isseveral states, which had
has not been accomplished. For instance, Dawgg#lg through a torrid time sins. All accomplices to this could be promoted as aACross the border over|drom the bank, pendingjeaders in Garo Hills and
jmdrse. Our past leaderde given the samecoordinate such ideas welemography of our state!g‘rﬁrr:‘tbers had to bear theStTtheKU”iOFQ_Mi“.iStler of
. . . have turned a blind eye to dreatment. The unholycould give international The indigenous people of . ate, Kiren Rijuju, in league
pace. Its foundations are caught in a time war | d
PR : : of control. Jobs in thebureaucrats -technocratsThailand a run for their culture must be protected - hi t tt - o
Prosecution in the 1993 Mumbai blast case i %E/emmem sector havemust end immediately oncemoncy. Reaent data cominggt any cost. But | woullj Mischievous attempt to gagsiting political reasons, for
t
. . . . . ; t hile th : :
entire society is frustrated by the mills of justicge the government as theisystem in the state, a grimaccounted for a staggerin |g(;ated féom a}c[joss tedovernment, - while thenorth east, in contrast with
o : X A : border and settled in o « : ,
grinding exceedingly slow. One accused perso uggnwleremployer. | also grewsituation  exists.  Our 18 percent of the country's )}epeated that “no matter howhorth-east, including
i fortunate to be an employe®ther advanced states irtlass theme park in SohraPonafide residents. Thosg . "t o040 and  the ' '
by treatment as an under trial for so many y P The misconception
employed youths of theand colleges still churn outdomestic tourists from 1971 did so urmlrmomen'[ and bad omen fofrom cruelty to animals,
failed to address thisWe'e caughtin our dreamybe a bad idea too,Circumstances. My famil
the nightmare of asectors, like industries and
| migrate in droves to thedream scenario. Othermeghalaya and the rest o f refugees from aCR;I)SN
demonetisation is still beingthroughout their life and on
C e : ; him living in the borde : : .
LOOKING BACK job in Meghalaya themselves for a period| also hope you are awarg ooy villages Werhas seriously plunged theonger useful discarding
il was in a taxi with two Pnarthousands of workers and_andlessness, small |
Slkklm r’?‘dssembly aS:(S centre boys and when we reachediere we are still obsessedoldings, low yield and refugees. My grandfather
t W|t raw ntr t X Meghalaya Secretariat, onavith a legacy that the British uynproductive forms of 1 . .
0] aw ce al taxes at the border town of Balat care, cancellations of fixed
tody termed the extension ofbf the Constitution which is working on a meagrethe need of the hour. AndDisguised unemploymentjjjness  struck m it ¢ d th
b 4 ApErla . i . . . . . ; rogrammes, appointments an e
to administer its own affairs. Sikkim with India. The| in that famed governmenteducation system it doesn'only saving grace is thatsar the process qf brog » app
convened for the purposesolely agricultural Besides, have certainly changed.instruction or as a subjectSikkim have made rapid ad to return to they mentioned of. Many in Meghalaya
withdraw the Income Gift and capitalized in the form of and 80's when the ratio ofour command of the Aquaculture and though their involveme
state b residentialalso noted that the time s f bi tyi ing i i . " .
y P educated youths wasone of our biggestyield farming is possible. | {hat these refugedsnormal life of citizens into a them. But for those who eat
er; - ; : .
the Government of Sikkimlands on which  the churn out thousands ofmake use of it to reap full hectare of coffee in Ri_Bﬁoijourney to an unknowfisector in particular, veryretirement from the field,
views invited before the i i ; .
Town and Country | most of them look up to theCasting pearls before swineThis statement has stuckefugee experience but thef those who could not meet One should realize that
India. It resolved that the . . ; il ati : ) : - . § '
state of Sikkim be allowed to COUNCIl constituted | 9overnment jobs to theunderutilization of ‘the areas where there is scopgainful conflict. Likewisel marriages, educational hide, meat and milk, its
statutory rights of collection a notification issued her i i i
y rg ITI | ISSU Recenﬂy a REpubllcantalked about BUSIneSSencouraged to venture intareated as stakeholders tovere a few of those that canwhich is acknowledged as
1948. The manual of thePIannlng AdVISory Counci assess the 100 days of thehlhpp”']eS, an emergingsituation where farmers are | will end by remindina ‘demonisation effect’ used by many for medicinal
extension of the directwith the Minister incharg the ultimate yardstick for billion dollars in revenue, warehousing and coldlong as you are a capablethe people in general is, whyloved and cared, but
April 1 but for non- il wi i . .
p The Council will consist o will be created two or threeMeghalaya! According to not go waste. And yesfearing person. Mostand the black moneysjaughter of domesticated
The resolution with the Director of Urba ; - ;
o I Franklin Roosevelt, Ronaldto generate well over SOpeople especially farmersMeghalaya and its peopleand punished, nor any blackffer prayers, * hei ho, leit
measres. planned  andeoorkamiong u. (behold
measures planned an@o in peace where you
implemented as agreed upomleserve to get a separat@hich has been put in thenature, the space fothelped the community ipwith  the  provisional  The position of the cow

Gorkha|and in tr|1e agreerlnent poI?t th;ta&e for thelrr]_betternplentexempt category of GST.suggestions must not bexploring new employmerjtestimates, that the GDPcan also be gauged from its
state legitimate! tsﬁt: (tar:nelntsd twaﬁ a '(Iegted nd tt.o a‘fl_r:e.ved thelrAnd agarbatti which is closed. And we need to beyyenues. Tourism is orfedfowth had shrunk from 8subject being discussed
g + that the leaders who pilotedaspirations. Their demandcertainly another more open to  suchsector that still lacks a prg-P€rcent in 2015-16 to 7.ltime and again in the
the agitations which led totherefore is highly justified manufactured item hassuggestions. people policy that shoulfPercent in 2016-17. country’s Legislatures and

Editor, the formation of DGHC and and the Government ofattracted only 5 per cent Yours etc., banefit the sl What a damp squibJudiciaries.

Once again the demand3TA were better off but the West Bengal and the centrasT. On the contrary, GST Sujit De, community and not indeed! Public are eagerly The Supreme Court in its
for Gorkhaland state underl©t Of the people living in the government ought to yieldhas proposed as much as Kolkata outsidersy Tha looking forward to for the order from Madhya Pradesh
the Darjeeling Hill District district remained stagnant orto the demand. 12 per cent levy on Braille converaence that  thelnal report Civil Appeal No. 8250 SC
including adjacent areas ha§€9enerated further. The Yours etc., paper, Braille watches and Nothina much  writer gs eaks of is & . Myopic Leadership AIR 1996-2076, noted that
resurfaced and gainegdissatisfaction of the people Philip Marwein, hearing aids and 18 per g misnomepr and  eveh Myopia is definitely an “a total ban is not
momentum. There was Iargés palpable. It only needed a Viaemail cent on Braille typewriters about |BDLP securing a bank loan is unpalatable Iang_uage,perm|ss!ble, if under
scale agitation for quite asPark to trigger off the and cars for physically Stru Iegfor rural eople ,2‘95990'&”)/ when it iseconomic  conditions
long time by the Gorkha agitation, This came in the GST Cruel disabled that till now have _ thegg ool e?s p ; attached to leaders of anyeeping useless bull or
National Liberation Front led form of Chief Minister been completely exempted Editor, : nationalised bgnks do mthb“C . concern - or thHOCk will be a(tij;]rder]! on
by Subhash Ghising duringMamata Banerjee's towards from all taxes and duties, , /\PrOPOS the write-up by lending and crdProfession. But in this casefne Soclely anc theretore,
the 1980s which cuiminatedstatement to impose Bengali : including sales tax, excisel! Mohrmen, "Job Creationencourage lending anc. o less a leader than the BJPOt in public interest.... It
in the formation of the in schools from classes | to dlsab|9d and customs ' through Entrepreneurshipvarious rules  which President, ~ Amit .Shaha|5(t),'Tposesfun:jeason?l?le
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill X. This was quickly picked My letter is intended not DSVeloPment'(ST June 19'-£é?:33v?ngpeop?£hagg Tnimself, who while raking up & * Ot lehers. s
Council in 1988 during the up by the Gorkha Janmukti  Editor, to criticize GST as a whole2017) One cannot agree Issurvey would indicate uJﬁeﬁaggtsetdCt?lgtl;;}[/hseregfetnr:é People are still pinning

their hopes and looking

reign of the CPI (M). Then Morcha which has now In his letter, "Stop but to point out its cold 10 that the Basin Project Ijjo what extent the IBDLR nation, Mahatma Gandhi to

the same demand led byurned into a widespreadspreading misinformationshoulder attitude towards® SUcCess. | beg to differ withp > = -0 - 5 = illagasn » (,forward to BJP government
Bimal Gurung's Gorkha agitation. In fact the Nepali on GST!" (ST June 20, 2017)our disabled brothers andis views and observation 2nd w%at changes %ha?ergzm?évggzteﬂgoaafcgri tgj‘eto come to terms with the
Janmukti Morcha led to thelanguage which is widely Sumit Kar has pointed outsjsters. We must not forgeotéhat the project hasproject has brought abol country’s tradition,

. : tbusiness class), the
formation of Gorkha spoken by the people ofthat non-manufacturedihat such aids for disabled?€nefitted the rural areas o Yours etc..| characterisation )of theoneness,  shade and

Territorial Administration. Darjeeling was recognised initems are not incorporatedas Braille West Jaintia Hills in many o strength by addressing the
_ i | _ papers/ . Dominic S. Wankhar globally-adored freedom 2 ;

However, the creation of the1961. . ~in the GST. Without going typewriters, wheelchairsf0rms. The impact of the Shillong | fighter, was deplored bysens||t|veh|ssues of thef

above institutions has not  The only solution to this into the nuance of whetherand hearing implants areProject and the changes it many. people with utmost sense o

improved the lives of peopleprotracted problem is to grantsacred thread (which is togritical for their survival and Nas brought about in helpingLetters to the Editor must have The slur attached to thefl\";‘iit"h”iﬁs digdrergggi:rtit%/o ?Rg

living in Hill District. The statehood to the Darjeelingbe made and prepared frontherefore must be placed ipeople develop and adapt tp the full name, address and reputation of a non-violent S nstituti t b
West Bengal GovernmentHill District including the cotton strands) is athe exempt category. new employment avenues is contact number of the writer, || freedom fighter of the nation,ur?nnescésusg?i?"reongnin ﬁ
continued its step- motherlyDooars etc. The Gorkhas ofmanufactured item or not, To strengthen and toVague. In most parts of Eagteven if they are sent by email. by a person who was nofgettjed caseys an% thegll’ebp
treatment towards thisthis part of West Bengal,we can easily see thaimake GST a more effectiveKhasi and East Jaintia Hillg Only letters with the requisite || part  of the freedom flaring up law and order, till Y
District. Many of the including other communities wooden footwear (khadau)tool for our progress and towhere | have met with| details will be published. movement, is mischievousthe cows come home.
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“A friend is one that knows you as you
are, understands where you have beer
accepts what you have become, and st
gently allows you to grow.”
---J. G. Ballard

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LIX No. 310

Punjab’s turn for loan waiving

PUNJAB isconsidered the granary of India andjy&so to provide quality same vear, 21,083 studentgot have happened ifvarious 'eBar_?J_“g
. .. . .. ' education that will caterappeared in Arts streanproper and clearenvironments. _ ul _mg
itfaces an agrariamisis. Chief Minister Amarinder  nitormly ~ to  the but only 1,198 securedfoundations are imparted tc Strong foundation righ
Singh has announced the most familiar solution whichucational devel0|0ment(f];fst dt;V'S'?c”- Yet al?mhefthem in the way it Shouldfrﬁ% ‘?h"dth?r?d f""he”t.th‘
. - f all the children of the disturbing factor will arise be, by dedicated andchild is at the formative
is farm loan W_awer' The_ Congress had won te. This is in fact, thebecause only  2184trained professionals. years and the mind i
assembly elections on this promise. Rupees 11

crore has been estimated in the current budget

. Teaching as a mission for
building lifelong foundation

the creativity of a perso
cannot just emerg
unless that person is we

SHILLONG, THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2017 There has been much
talk and discussion on how

to improve the system of

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

t@tiéit”g our children at parCommerce stream and 358Gocation can the mission b¢hat our leaders in th
itf"the rest of the countrystudents in Science streamaccomplished. But if it is 90Vernment have neve

education in our state andiSSLC segment of thedrop out. This thing shouldtrained and exposed to

Why | Will Not Say
"Bharat Mata ki Jai"

By Ananya S Guha

h

If anyone beheads me fovery people oppose tooth
not saying, " Bharat Mata Kiand nail.
Jai" | will of course not live ~ Perhaps enough has
to see the situation. But thédeen said on nationalism in
temerity of this statement bythe recent past. But more
a business man in the garbvill be said as we rework its
tof a god man is worth definitions and viewpoints.
F appreciation. After all his Perhaps the latest word in
innocence as a yogi isits vocabulary is patriotism.
petering out! His true coloursPatriotism would mean that
as a man in the corporat/oga is a world culture, that
world are being revealed. HeSanskrit should be taught,
needs to reassert himself bjyearnt, vocalised and

v

PRS2

-

50081 of the hour in orderstudents are enrolling in  Only if teaching is a Féceptive is somethin
the amount of the waiver. The loan on the other

hamith as of now is below (figures as per 2016 datajust another option forthought of or prioritized

i i t ational standard. ThéVhat about the rest andivelihood, then one f W& can come up with
is estimated to be rupee524,000cr9re. Itseemsoﬂﬁ%rf criteria that reflectswhat will they do? teacher will be dOingtnheW Edglganon p?llcy
the state government has not wised up to thequality of education inTherefore, there is anincalculable harm to. €n Bullding a stron

doundation right from th

re-primary and primar
chool levels should b

major thrust of th
[)olicy, and | am sure th
by the time these kid
complete the tenth o

li‘%F state is the difficulty urgent need to reform thepatches of students for 3
aced by the students fromeducational system of oulyears or more of teachin
tie MBOSE backgroundstate beginning from thetenure. Only when teachingy
rfﬁecompete and qualify ingrass root level. _ is a calling can the teache

€ top category of the From the above figuressustain himself/herself
thextional Entrance it isbappafrenththatl lhlz'élhrough every situation

; ; inations like JEE ornumbers of technical andand trial irrespective of the

same time there has been intense use of reso etc.. which arespecialized professionalgiifferent types of pupils he/tevgeslw ;tgg;jzrr?ytrgigeca
and as a result farmers have been made M@Apulsory these days forare declining over theshe handles. Building andcompetitive  entranc

; ; ; ission to any technicalyears and this is not amparting foundation or inati i
vuIn.erabIethan in other states to changes in pnceZér’] specialized course, good sign for the Statemapking 9 ihe ohildren regr?mgfitlons with goo
agricultural produce and weather pattern.on the other hand it iswhhere the][el is lalreﬁd_y imderstand a topic is not |t is high time the

A ; sad and shortage of local technicakonfined to the four wallssgciety realizes th
Government poI|C|gs in the state in the past have SR ointing to see thaexperts. If the situationof the classroom. Learningteachigg e eialie
counter-productive and there has been &0a state we do not have gontinues, then the gamand comprehension carprofession and not ju
improvement since the new Congress governmgticific and precisetherein has to be filled byhappen in various learningan employment avenu

] i ] curriculum of our own experts from outside. Theenvironments and hereor a livelihood. It is th
took office. The government in the state is al@ﬂ-;ept a syllabus that wesole reason for this hugeomes creative teachingeacher's onus an

magnitude of the crisis. In any event, the loan wé
will not stem the agrarian rot. Punjab is one of
richest states in India in terms of per capita incg
It also has the highest agricultural productivity. At

Commltted to prOVIde free electrICIty to farmers bglftten see in Som65|ide of StUde.ntS toward%nd imaginative pedagogyprivilege to make theg
, L _ extbooks of the StateArts stream is probablyl am amazed to learn abouchildren more
that applies to all states. Punjab is afflicted by rd. Therefore when thebecause they have failedhe techniques of one guyenlightened ang

tegching job is reduced toto grasp the basics ofrom South India who wasequipped with the life
completing certain foundation right from teaching arithmetic for skills to handle their owr
WREpters for a particularprimary level. This is aprimary level in one of thefuture. With the presen
hgfandard, then it becomemajor deterrent for thekvS School (Kendriya for.m of education, schog

implistic and anyone canstudents to  acquirevidyalaya) here in our state children are structured t
DBe a teacher just tounderstanding about theqe used a simple techniquéMitate and copy wha
~sdmplete the syllabus,principles and concept ofwhile teaching the concepthat has been dictate
'ﬂ?r)%spective of whether orthe subject matter as thepbout ascending andUSt SO they can pas
f students have gaine@o to higher classesdescending numbers b heir  exams. The

worst water crisis and ground water is over explo
Power reform instead of power subsidy is the ans

The loan waiver will benefit a little more tha
million farmers the majority of whom own up tg
acres. But Punjab needs greater opportunitig

manufacturing and services while the reliance o _
hivegerstanding and learnedurther, from this categorytaking them to the staircase®PPortunity for them tg
Iparning in a constructiv
Butthen education W|” be Starved Offunds those in rural areas where&nd there jUSt for the Sak%limbing the steps
: absent. Anothe
passed only. The statisticdact a real phenomenondescending and in fivefurther confusion in the

farm population on serials has to reduce. Aloan w. ‘ nd learn _ AS€.
ything. The situation ismaximum numbers of themHe demonstrated with
a
primary teachers are eithepf getting a livelihood. If ascending and coming
LOOKING BACK . .
compiled by ASER showsthen one can imagine whaminutes the whole clas learning-teaching

: : reason and express the
will enable the government to repay its large deﬂi,re horrible to imagine forwill end up teaching herenumbers on the steps th _ .
isénvironment is totally
matriculate or Calls XIlI this is the case, which is idown the steps jschallenge that may crea
March 27, 1989 s

atmosphere is when the

a very disappointingsort of foundation will be comprising students from; -
SlOW progI'ESS Of SpOI"[S situation where only 65%imparted to the children ofthe Khasi, Garo, Bihari, :Seﬁlgigtljimpt to |ntr06(11rllj((j:
of the students in Std 3-5the upcoming generationNepalese and Bengaliypj| hical trines
department can read a Std 1 text and When parents sendcommunities could clearlyID llosophical doctrines

o ertaining to a particula
alonly  34%  can  do their child to school for theunderstand the concepteligion. Igdon'tt%inkthis

*rsubtraction. In Std 6-8first time, they have highwithout any difficulty. Here is appropriate to impos
donly 70% can read a Std 2xpectations and dreams realized that language i
D@ext and 19% can dothat their son or daughtemot a barrier but the lack oftg  school children
division. Further, as perwill one day achievetechniques is what onepecause education af
 MBOSE website, in 201630m€;]th!n9 _Significant-hBU':should be more worriedmonastery or shrines a
of the Constitution. “the total number ofas their time in schoolabout. totally two different

In its 729 report on action dePartment to get the Viewsgy,qents who appeared ifirags on most students Yes there may beaspec){s of life. Educatio
taken by the government orPf ;tate | gO\éern(rinentsSSLC examination is 50,126end up earning labels otalented and gifted teacherss  interactive  and
the re_co_rnmendauons?XPe |t|o|u£<;y tar? en avouzi)both regular & private) being less-intelligent orput they are only a handfulproductive while religion
contained in its 65 report, 10 complete the necessary pass percentage igull or unfit for the courseand that too after longis  one-sided ang

i id | Xerci with . . ; - X h
bhined 10 hots thar even aeprompiitude. 94€ only 549. Coming to the of studies until they finally experience. But in generabersonal

TO THE EDITOR

Misplaced corner and thorny issues arégailway connections is notlife. Sports also help build erstwhile cricket fanatic who turned insanely viole

The Estimates Committeea |apse of more than a ye
of Parliament has deplorecho specific steps had be¢
the “lackadaisical” approachtaken in this direction an
of the Department of Sportsthe matter was stated to

in taking steps to bring stjj| under consideration.
sports under the concurrent Deploring this attitude

list of the Seventh Schedulethe Committee urged th

Commentl such issue is theof Meghalaya. Instead, roakeep everyone in goodcricket rather late in the dayloses a cricket match
) ) introduction of railway lines connectivity should bespirits. Sports fans whoNow | am filled with loads of But how can a bod
Editor, in Khasi Hills, the notorious Widened and improved ancenjoy the event should alsocemorse because | havavhich can't ever

Apropos the letter by Byrnjhat railway the Shillong Airport should feel they are de-stressindearned nothing of value from"control” the cricket
Michael N Syiem captioned, connection. Railways bringbe upgraded at the earliestand not belligerent andthis game. Rather cricket kepmanagement eve
"Stupid corpment on br0kendevelopment no doubt but The idea of the CM tohateful. Of course, everyme away from the realities ofinfluence the audienc
marriages” (ST June 20,nany times with a heavyhave a railway connectionsport  increases  ourlife and family obligations. who are already hooke
2017) may | take this yice nflux of immigrants is between Shillong and Sohrafficiency as it lubricates  Funnily, if one's son getsto the game?
opportunity to clarify and j,5,nq to happen on a largavould be a preferable optionthe mind, and helps us tosick or fails in the exam he The other bane o
clear all misgivings that it o516 This is a genuineA fancy train to ferry tourists be focused on what we dowill not break the window cricket is the hugé
was not MFC}/GK Khynta Vl\;ho concern of the KSU and ofto and fro would enhanceBut these days, particularlypanes in fury but whencorporate investment i
g?rggwuennstg”n%notf ?aﬁquili]eesqhe Khasi people at large.tourism and attract morewhen watching the never-india loses the cricketthe game and th
under verge of break down Knowing that Meghalaya Visitors to the state. Theend_mg cricket matches, wematch people break the_erVper_nicious match fixing
Rather it was | who maden@S porous borders on albption of cable car networksnotice that the surge ofsets or rush for bingewhich cannot be rule
that particular comment.  sides, the coming of raﬂvyays?ould be another attractivenegativity overwhelms drinking or get into a out. The secret nexy
know that Mr Kynta is least will only add fuel to the fire. idea. The argument ofmany of us. _ scuffle! Yes, you drink more between the "bookie
interested in responding toSome time ago, a large grougacilitating transport of True, the cricket and get high when Indiaand cricket players,” i
any individual statements,Of beggars arrived atgoods by railways does notwdience in India has forwins, and you also drinkno joke? How can th
hence this clarification. Bhairabi station in Mizoram hold  water ~ becausedecades been so hyped umore and go wobbly whenaudience tolerate a gan
Perhaps Mr Syiem hasWith the intention of getting Guwahati station is so closéoy the media that a goodindia loses! | guess, this awhere the integrity of th
focused his attention onlyinto  Aizawl — perhaps. to Shillong and with the four-many  have becomewin-win game for you. players and the gam
on this esteemed daily andrortunately, the Mizoram lane GS road, the goods caexcessively obsessed wittExcessive idling away of itself is doubtful? The
not the other local dailies,authorities managed toeasily and quickly bethis game. Obsession withprecious time will certainly players whom we adore
including the electronic deport them back. Perhapdransported to Shillong byparticular sense objects ishit back at us later. Ourour icons are trading the|
media, otherwise he wouldit is much easier to identify road transport. Better roadtself harmful. Needless toinner being demands a moreouls for filthy lucre
have refrained from castingoutsiders in a state likeconnectivity —and  notsay, the obsessive attentiomealistic and pragmaticbehind the pitch. I think n
aspersions on Mr Kynta. BeMizoram  where the railways is the need of thegiven to cricket hasengagement andone disagrees that the IR
that as it may, perhaps thigndigenous population is still state. So it is a uselessindermined many otherperseverance so we catinks big time!
issue needs to be deliberatedominant. But in a state likeexercise for the governmengames such as football andace life's misfortunes and ~ Funnily the media
in an open panel discussiorMeghalaya and in placesto try to get railway hockey. Just imagine howchallenges head on. touts Virat Kohli as a role
on the subject - "Meghalayalike Byrnihat or even connections. The ideacountless fans particularly The recent India-Pakmodel for the youth an
Compulsory Registration ofNongpoh  where  the should be scrapped and thisur youth are wasting theirmatch witnessed bouts ofmany fans idolize him. Bu
Marriage Act 2012 vis a vis population is no longer issue be put to rest once angrecious time being gluedhysteria and violence.soon after India lost th

broken ~ homes  andhomogenous, it is next toforall. to the TV screen to watchSome even shouted sloganmatch to Pakistan some
marriages. impossible to identify Yours etc., overstretched cricketof 'Moordabad/Jindabad.'his ardent admirer
Yous etc., outsiders even if they arrive Barnes Mawrie sdbmatches. Maybe over 80%is this what we should cracked in rage and callg
Rev Thanlijoy in big numbers. The railways Viaemail of their minds are overtakenexpect after a cricket matchim names! Is cricket the|
Diengdoh, will only facilitate the inflow . . by "chitchat" and the Cruelty and enmity cannota fair game?
Viaemail of outsiders. Cricket - afair attachment cricket. Onebe the vocabulary of any Yours etc.,
Our inter-state border game ends and immediatelysporting activity. No sport Salil Gewal,
We need police are already struggling game ora another begins! Have theyshould be instrumental in Shillong-2
with checking the influx .I: I not adversely affected theturning the audience into
roadS, nOt brought by road, how will arce: academic pursuits orhysterical mob! Alas | Letters to the Editor must have
| | they ever succeed to do Editor, careers of millions youth?cricket has become the the full name, address and
ral Ways . such task with the The purpose of all sports=or many crazy fansreason for irresponsible ang contact number of the writer,
thousands of outsidersis to recreate and rejuvenateverything is relegated toabnormal behavior! Hag even if they are sent by ef_né_'il-
Editor, brought by the railways. Inthe human person and téhe backburner during theBCCI kept track of how Only letters with the requisite

details will be published.

Election is round the my opinion, interstate add joy and happiness t@ricket season. | am anmany sane persons hay

hilosophical doctrines

n
out in the open again. Onegoing to serve the interest sense of bonhomie andealized my addiction toand brutal after Indi:g

mindless talk. Obviously hememorised.  Patriotism
has not heard Arunwould be to chant Bharat
Shourie's recent interview inMata, invoke Ram and
NDTV on his latest book Hanuman. Patriotism would
when he called the curren@lso mean to say that the
crop of god men in thenational movement had no
country, business magnatedgerrorists but freedom
soulless and masqueradingighters. Of course the
as mendicants. terrorists were freedom
But the statement alsofighters. But one has to be
highlights the false sense o¥ery careful with words and
f nationalism, which is beingexpressions. Not with
bandied today in thebehaviour though. Beating
country. The nationalism isup people at airports and
this: Hindu and Hindi. It is a throwing things at people
structure which is being builtonly show how we have
t meticulously, but without imbibed our ancient culture!
dany tectonic skills or The rule of lawlessness is
tcraftsmanship. It is simply tonothing new, but the rule of
spout malfeasance againsthe J_Ungle perhaps IS.
the other, those who do not Since the 80s, a series of
spout fidelity to your god-men have been
imagination of religious hoodwinking the country in
cultism. Secondly thethe name of mass following,
beheading part! Thethereby amassing wealth
aggressive nature of theand practising libertine
expression is murderousways. Since the westerner
t Any deviation from it can also gave a fillip to such
llead to beheading. It isgratification, it enhanced
0
t
d
s

t

r

The nationalism is this: Hindu and

Hindi. It is a structure which is

being built meticulously, but

without any tectonic skills or

craftsmanship. It is simply to spout
malfeasance against the other,
those who do not spout fidelity to
your imagination of religious

cultism. Secondly the beheading
part! The aggressive nature of the
expression is murderous. Any
deviation from it can lead to

beheading.

D

G

Camazing that a public figuretheir ' reputation *. These
can make such a statemergtod- men and women travel
and get away with it. Thirdly in luxury cars, wear luxury
is the caricaturing of thedresses and eat luxury food.
word 'Mother." The mother Each one of them look well
country, the cow as mothergnabled. Later on some of
the mother goddess whichourse entered politics,
is the equivalent of thesome were charged with the
country is an apotheosismost heinous of crimes. If
cleverly raised by pseudomolesting has become the
culture mongers. The bogeyrrder of the day, we have in
is only too obvious; theSOme of them our most
?desire to be applauded andiStinguished precursors.
whip fanaticism. We now Forgotten were the likes of
can say what we want, so 'nk@makrishna. Our new god
saying it. | don't mind beingMan Is tech- savvy, an
rbeheaded, because | am nddustrialist by profession
egoing to say, " Long Live and corporate by culture.

dBharat Mata". Nor am | goingo;d”cnoeusr:e ek;ﬁa igvt%kfhse
to say " Long Live India™. gn odl 6rpto tr?e oor
f That is because | am not surg goaly b

el . itizen wanting to escape
f hovy long Incﬁa will continue from a brutalisegd society. FI)n
nto live. It's finery are being :

. ., > the process our god- man
ecut, wedges are driven W|th|niS the new avatar, a shining
it, religion is mingled with piece of illegitimate light. He
dthe worst type of politics, oon "3k about anything
S _yth IS cor_1fou_nded With fom saints to sinners. Tell
shistory, its historical footage pim Jife's problems and hey

5is being mauled. How can ity esio he will talk about the
art of living- not its science.

psurvive?
ne Violence cannot be the  Now the new fangled

answer to dissent. Thepationalism cannot escape
estatement is false, maliciou§neir clutches. India is
and murderous, holding all\other, The cow is Mother.
13)OSSIbI|ItIeS f0r OrchestratedNot Father Of course. There
rviolence. And who says it?js no gender discrimination.
A god man, who preachesthe cow cannot be killed.
n not the occult but the C|arityThe goat, the hen and the
Lof the yoga, who exhorts hiswolf can. India has no
followers towards physical, diverse races, only one
mental and spiritual balance\which came and started
» But is he not imbalancedchanting hymns. God forbid
gnhow? Perhaps no one ishey are not heard today,
ttaking him seriously, nototherwise why should there
ceven some of the brigadebe so many rapes and
bfo which he belongs. Butkillings? Is not the Mother
swhat is sad is thehurt, pained and wounded?
gverweening ' influence' of But no, it is the purity of
psuch fascist statementshe country, its ancient
getting control over ourwisdom which must be
psyches, or trying to do sosanctified. Wasn't there
The word beheading smacksheft, killing and swindling
of viciousness andin ancient times? Were there
disorderliness, if one is tono poor and rich, the
oppose diktats. It alsoexploiter and the exploited?
shows brute force and theVhat was so untarnished
resurgence of medievalthen?

values. It takes morality in | love you my beloved
its own hands, much likecountry but | don't want to
Islamic regimes, which thesebe beheaded for doing so.

n
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Kumble vs Kohli
ANIL Kumble has decided to step down from the
office of India’s cricket coach. He has had a rift with

Captain Virat Kohli. It is reminiscent of the

longstanding rift between Coach Greg Chappel and

Captain Sourav Ganguly. Such stalwarts of Indian
cricket as Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and

VVS Laxman selected Kumble and even gave him

an extension. How did the bitterness arrive? The

coach may have differences of opinion with some

members of the team but there should be implicit

trust between the captain and the coach for great
performances on the field. In the circumstances of

there being lack of trust between the captain and the

coach, the coach has eventually to bow out. The
Indian Cricket Board is largely responsible for the

unseemly conflict. It decided to choose Kumble for

the office of coach in place of the vastly popular Ravi
Shastri. That sowed the seeds of discontent. The team
manager, it has to be borne in mind, plays a vital role

in bringing about good understanding between the

skipper and the coach.

It seems that not merely Kohli but also other

players of the Indian team had grievances against
the way Kumble functioned. Kohli for his part should
learn how to get along with the new coach to be

appointed. He cannot go on adopting an aggressive
attitude. The captain is the sheet anchor of the Indian

team and should know his responsibilities. At the

same time the new coach should learn from the

Kumble episode while not being puttee in the hands

of the captain.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

18 killed in orgy of
violence in Punjab

An indefinite curfew
wasclamped on the walled
cityof Amritsar today after
anorgy of terrorist
violenceclaimed eighteen
lives inPunjab. One terrorist
wasalso killed in an
encounterwith security
forces nearHaipur village in
Jalandhardistrict this
morning.All but four of the
killingstook place in Amritsar
districtwhere a dozen
terroristsraided a house in
JagdevKalan village and
shot deadall twelve members
afamily.The villagers came to
knowof the killings only this
morn-ing. Indefinite curfew
wasclamped on the entire
walledcity of Amritsar
andDurgiana Mandir area
thisafternoon in view of
tension,official  sources
said.Thesources said a
funeral pro-cession turned
violent andstoned a police
party accom-panying it. The
processionwas in
connection with thefuneral
of vie people whowere shot
down by terroristsyesterday
near Dubarji onthe Amritsar
Taran-Taranroad in Amritsar
district. Po-lice opened fire
injuring twopeople.
Terrorists shot deadtwo
people at KaonkaKalana
village in Ludhianadistrict
last night, police said.Police
said two terroristsforced their
way into oneVeer Singh's
house andescaped.Later, the
terroristsgunned down a
panchayatmember Pal Singh

in hishouse and
escaped.One person was
gunneddown by  four

terrorists out-side his home
at villageBalpur last night, a
reportfrom Batala said. Police
iden-tified the victim as Mr
AparSingh (35). Police said
theterrorists called him out of
hishouse and shot him dead.
Inanother incident in
Amritsarsix terrorists shot
dead aCommunist Party of
India(CPI) activist. Tilak Raj
andinjured  his  party
colleague invillage Khadur
Sahib, policesaid. Police
recovered twobodies in
Naurangabad vil-lage this
morning, police be-lieved
that the two were killedby
terrorist. One terrorist
waskilled in an encounter
withsecurity forces near
Haripurvillage this morning,
a reportfro Jallandhar said.

Police claimed to have
recoveredone 12-bore gun
alongwith12 cartridges from
the personof the slain
terrorist.

V.P. Singh asks P.M to

own Bofors scandal

Former Defence
MinisterV P Singh today
urged PrimeMinister Mr
Rajiv Gandhi toown the
responsibility in theBofors
scandal. Addressinga public
meeting here thisevening Mr
Singh said it wasa pity that
the Prime Minis-ter had to
make a  statementin
Parliament to clarity
thatneither he nor any of his
fam-ily members had taken
com-mission in the
deal.Justifying his action
tohire Fairfax, Mr Singh said
ifforeign  Government's
helpcould be sought to
arrestGeneral. Vaidya's killer,
therewas nothing wrong in
"mytaking foreign
assistance tobook economic
offenders."Mr Singh said
the fact thatthe Prime
Minister had an-nounced an
inquiry into theamassing of
wealth byAjiabh Bacchan in
Switzer-land showed that
there wasa case against him.

Splinter Janata partyto

retain identity

The national executive
ofthe truncated Janata
Partytoday decided to
maintain itsidentity and
elected Mrlnnubhai Patel as
its presi-dents. A meeting of
the na-tional executive
resolved tomaintain the
identity of theparty at all
costs and takesteps to
strengthen the or-
ganization."The president
was au-thorized to oppose
theJanata Dal application
fortransfer of the party
symboland take necessary
steps toreoccupy the office.
Takingto newsmen here.
BesidesMr Patel, other
memberswho attended the
meetingwere former
Karnataka PowerMinister
Mr Deva Gowda,Syed
Shahabuddin,
DrSubramanvaim Swamy
andDr Sorojini Mahaishi.
MrPatel said the Janata Dal
hadforcibly occupied centre
of-fice of the Janata Party
andsteps would be taken to
re-move them from
thatpremises.

Reclaiming Education:
From Whom and How?

The one-day deliberation
on Reclaiming Education,

organized by ICARE
recently threw up some
interesting  facets on

education in Meghalaya.
For one, the state has been
functioning without a
curriculum. It only follows a
syllabus. Now ordinary
mortals would tend to
believe that there's not much
difference  between a
curriculum and a syllabus.
That's where experts come
in. Dr Flourette Dkhar,
Associate Professor, North
East Regional Institute of
Education (NERIE) clarifies
that a curriculum essentially
lays down the vision and
mission of education that a
particular state outlines for
itself but drawing the larger
objectives from the national
curriculum framework (NCF)
of the country. A syllabus
only outlines the chapters
that are to be completed from
each subject!

If one were to
encapsulate problems that
threaten to derail education
in Meghalaya then one
would think of this quote by
Einstein, "We cannot solve
our problems with the same
level of thinking that created
them." In education it is
somewhat more complex.
The classroom is designed
as if everyone is of the same
size, has the same needs,
can grasp and understand
complex problems at the
same time as if they have the
same intelligence, same
mental breadth and same
confidence levels. What
about the quiet ones who
won't speak up, are unable
to understand an algebraic
problem and go home with a
load of anxiety, cannot sleep
well, lose appetite and go
through a lot of internal
trauma. Can the teacher in a
class of 35-40 or even more
at times, be able to recognize
such problems in one or two
students in the class? Isn't
it more common for a teacher
to enter a classroom and
'teach,' using a monologic,
one- way, top-down, talk
method and expect the
students to have
understood it all?

Yes we have technology
today but those tools are
being used in 19th and 20th
century learning
environments. The
pedagogy, teaching styles
and classroom management
techniques  have  not
changed much since we
were in school. Education in
our case has never been
about the students; it has
always been about the
teachers. It is not learner-
centred even today. Hence
we have images of larger
than life teachers, many of
whom were so intimidating,
so patronizing and so
insulting at our inability to

By Patricia Mukhim

understand, what for many,
is a simple problem, that
many students just dread
their classes. That age is
over. Today students
confront their teachers and
question them, often at
great risk of being called
rebels. That's because the
21st century student does
not need knowledge from
the teacher. Knowledge is
a commodity that can be
downloaded. What the
student needs are life skills.
He/she needs to know how
to deal with the world
outside the classroom - a
life that is no longer
controlled by the school
environment, where there is
no supervision. The
internet can't tell them what
lessons they can learn from
reading of World War 11
and its brutalities. That's
where the teacher comes in
- to bring the human aspect
of teaching.

Today students need
space for research, for
independent and critical
thinking skills. These are
the very things we should
be encouraging in our
learners but which our
syllabus does not tell us to.
These days we speak a lot
about collaborative or
cooperative learning and
there are visible results that
students learn better in
small groups where they
discuss and come up with
several answers to one
problem. Unfortunately,
when we were growing up
if we dared to talk to each
other in the classroom

especially during
examinations it was called
'cheating'

How a student deals
with  and  confronts
problems in his/her life is
something that  the
education system has been
unable to teach. Are

students challenged to
solve problems through a
series of  reasoning
techniques? Is there space
in the classroom for that?
Isn't that what the
curriculum should include?
Students need a higher
level reasoning and
research skills, not the "drill
and kill," variety that has
gone on for donkey's years.

Primary education is the
biggest challenge for
Meghalaya. Speakers at the
conference who have
experience of how village
schools function speak of
the large scale corruption
unleashed by politicians
themselves who appoint
unqualified people just
because they are influential
vote-catchers. These
unqualified charlatans then
sub-let their teaching post
to someone even lesser

qualified then themselves
and then we expect these to
educate our children? How
immoral are those who steal
away the dreams of these
children even before they
can dare to dream big! Why
do we blame these kids when
they don't have the appetite
to come to school or when
they drop out of such cruel
factories that murder the
mind and are called
classrooms!

Mr Toki Blah of ICARE
said that primary school
students are the least
empowered lot because they
have no vote and are too
small to be used for proxy
voting. Their parents are too
scared and powerless to
speak up against the school
administration or against
specific teachers so they
carry their pain in their souls.
It is time for the community
and for community based
organisations to hold the
schools to account. Tribal
societies are called that
because of the strong
community ties. Of what use
if the community if people
have to suffer the tragedy of
badly run schools,
individually and silently?

We have blamed the
government enough for the
failure of education but have
we really done anything as a
society/community? No we
haven't! Parents are deeply
upset by the weight of the
school bag. They are
traumatized that their 11 or
12 year old has to complete
their homework up to 11 pm
at night when they should be
sleeping and having sweet
dreams! A parent speaking at
the conference pointed to
Article 31 of the United
Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child which
says that every child has the
right to rest and leisure, to
engage in play and
recreational activities
appropriate to the age of the
child and to participate freely
in cultural life and the arts.
Our education system has
stolen leisure from the child!

Today we are doing
everything wrong; pushing
the child to achieve and that
achievement is all about
marks! Parents grieve that
their child is "weak" at Maths
and we know what that
means, don't we for we
ourselves know no better
than to push our kids into an
unforgiving, destructive and
brutal rat race. Most of us
want our kids to achieve
what we ourselves never
could. Is that really fair? But
when will parents learn?
They won't learn until the
system changes itself and
learning is made into a joyful
activity and there are many
more avenues for children to

opt from than just the
conventional courses that
are so mechanically
designed and which have
become sacred cows by
now! And also obsolete!

In an article on the
number of things that are
obsolete in the 21st
century classroom (author
unknown), the writer lists
out computer rooms,
isolated classrooms, not
having wifi, banning
phones and tablets,
teachers that don't share
what they do, schools that
don't have Facebook or
Twitter, unhealthy
cafeteria food, starting
school at 8 o'clock for
teenagers, traditional
libraries, putting kids in the
same class because they
are born in the same year,
standardized tests to
measure the quality of
education etc. Imagine
how many obsolete things
we still consider as
important to our children's
lives!

Tony Wagner, the
author of the Global
Achievement Gap says:
"Isolation is the enemy of

improvement". He
proposes open
classrooms where

teachers should be able to
walk in and learn from each
other, parents should visit
often, with so called Extra
Open Schooldays (where
all parents are encouraged
to visit classrooms
anytime during the day).
Isolated classrooms are
therefore obsolete.
Further, Wagner says
teachers who work silently,
don't tweet, blog and
discuss ideas with people
around the world are
obsolete. Teachers are no
longer working locally but
globally and it's their job
to share what they do and
see what others are doing.
If a teacher is no longer
learning then he/she
shouldn't be teaching
other people.

Coming back to a
public movement for
education in Meghalaya it
is time to push for such a
cause with our
governments and
politicians and to root out
unqualified teachers who
have been pushed into the
classrooms through the
backdoor. Isn't it ironic
that teachers can come out
into the streets for their
own welfare but they have
never, ever, spoken up on
behalf of their students
and their incapacities! But
how can they do so, when
teachers themselves are
largely the bane of
education! I salute those
teachers with a passion for
the vocation but such are
a tiny number, Alas!

TOTHE EDITOR

MHIS a Govt
initiative, not
an MLA

scheme

Editor,

As the State Government
has revived the Meghalaya
Health Insurance Scheme
(MHIS) and fresh
enrollment is under way, it
seems some street smart
politicians are trying to take
undue advantage of it.

At Laban we heard
repeated public
announcements that the
Scheme is in collaboration
with Sanbor Shulla, the
sitting local MLA . An
impression is being created
that the scheme has been co-
sponsored by the legislator.
I checked with an official of
the Directorate of Health
Service whether it was true
that the scheme has been
launched in "collaboration"
with Shullai. The officer
scoffed at such an idea and
said that there are 60 MLAs
in the State and it should
logically mean that all
MLAs have co-sponsored
it. Far from it! No other MLA

is making any such claim.
The truth is that the
Scheme is being funded by
the Government alone.
Therefore, it is a
shameless attempt on the
part of the MLA concerned
to have tried to gain
political mileage when
elections are only a few
months away. Such trickery
will not erase the litany of
accumulated public
grievances about the lack
of performance and the
stark failure of the MLA in
addressing the persisting
civic problems in Laban in
particular, not to speak of
the rest of the
constituency. I strongly
demand that the MLA
apologises to the electorate
for trying to hijack a
Government scheme for his
own selfish political ends.
Yours etc.,
B Wahlang,
Shillong-4

No-confidence
motion without
sting

Editor,

The much publicized No
Confidence Motion (NCM)
jointly submitted to the
Chairman, Khasi Hills
Autonomous District
Council by UDP and HSPDP
was a non-starter because it
was immediately recalled by
the movers due to lack of the
magic numbers required to
topple the PN Syiem PDF
Executive Committee. This
has boomeranged for both
the parties. In fact, the
parties have missed the
opportune moment when Mr
HS Shylla had appealed to
them to withdraw from the EC
of Syiem on February 22
when he had tabled the NCM
against the EC. This has
already embarrassed not
only the MDCs but the
MLAs and the rank and file
of both the parties and it will
have a telling effect for the
parties during the coming
elections.

On the other hand the
Congress MDCs in the
opposition benches were
just observing the fun while
quietly and eagerly waiting
for the opportunity to
support the motion when it
is moved in the House. The
only good thing about them

was that they remained
low profile and kept quiet
all along.

In fact, UDP and
HSPDP and others who
did not approve of the
misuse and defalcation of
funds from the
Professional Tax of the
KHADC, for conducting
the Monolith festivals and
perhaps many other
irregularities, commissions
and omissions which
perhaps, were not reported
in the media, should have
supported the NC tabled
by Mr. Shylla in February.
Perhaps the UDP and
HSPDP, have
contemplated this move in
view of the coming general
elections as they see that
PDF as a local political
party, is a threat to their
prospects and will intrude
into their territories and eat
into their vote bank. They
should be extremely
careful, lest they fall prey
to the machinations of the
Congress, as they are
already accused of.

Yours etc.,
Philip Marweif,
Shillong-2

Ramnath Kovind’s low profile suits Modi

NDA candidate the
ideal saffron soldier

By Amulya Ganguli

The standard explanation
for the BJP's choice of the
virtually unknown Ramnath
Kovind for the President's
post - a rerun of the 2007
"Pratibha who?" episode
relating to Pratibha Patil - is
his Dalit background.

It is believed that the
selection of a Dalit for the
highest constitutional
position in the country will
help to bridge the gulf that
has developed between the
BJP and the community ever
since the bright young
scholar Rohith Vemula's
suicide in Hyderabad central
university following his
confrontation with the Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), the
increasingly aggressive

student wing of the saffron
brotherhood.

The recent violent stand-
off between the Dalits and
Rajputs in Saharanpur, U.P,,
and the earlier lynching of
four Dalits who were
skinning a dead cow in Una,
Gujarat, have also alienated
the community from the BJP.

It cannot be said for
certain whether the
tokenism of a Dalit President
will lead to a dramatic

such as this, the
unassuming Kovind will fit
in perfectly.

It is not impossible that
the choice of the modest
lawyer is the result of the
lesson which Modi learnt
from the nomination of the
far more pushy Yogi
Adityanath as the U.P. chief
minister. It is not that Yogi
has done anything
untoward. In fact, he has
been saying and doing the
right things by reining in the
ghar-wapsi and love jehad
brigades and telling the gau-
rakshaks and the anti-
Romeo squads not to take
the law into their own
hands. Even then, he
remains a polarizing figure
because of what he said and
did in the past.

Kovind's past, in
contrast, is nondescript,
which is why he does not
seem to have any critics
even among the BIJP's
political opponents. The
Bihar chief minister, Nitish
Kumar, had no hesitation,
therefore, in endorsing his
candidature, evidently
because he had no run-ins
with the former governor as,

At the same time, since Kovind's
RSS credentials are foolproof,
his ascent marks another step

forward in the Hindutva lobby's
conquest of the commanding

heights of the Indian polity. The
BJP's parliamentary success
was followed by the expected
appointment of saffron
apparatchiki in academic
institutions such as the Indian
Council of Historical Research
and the Indian Council of Social
Science Research.

transformation of the
present fraught relations
between the Dalits and the
BJP. If such gestures had
worked, then the presence
of Dalits like Ramvilas

Paswan, Thawar Chand
Gehlot and Ramdas
Athawale in Narendra

Modi's ministry would have
had a soothing effect on
Dalit sensitivities.

If it hasn't, the reason is
that the BJP has not been
able to shed its image of
being a Brahmin-Bania
party, made worse in recent
times by its palpable
hauteur. Kovind's elevation,
therefore, may well turn out
to be a futile endeavour in
trying to win the hearts and
minds of the Dalits.

However, he will be
useful in other respects. As
a moderate, he will be in tune
with Modi's sab ka saath,
sab ka vikas pitch unlike,
say, the more hawkish
Tripura governor, Tathagata
Roy of the BJP, who said that
those who attended Yakub
Memon's funeral should be
kept under surveillance as
they were potential terrorists
and reminded everyone who
cared to listen about
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
prognostications about a
Hindu-Muslim civil war.

Moreover, Kovind is
unlikely to act as assertively
as another President chosen
by the BJP, viz. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, did as when he sent
the Office of Profit Bill back
to the cabinet. Kovind's low
key persona will also not
upset the balance in the
government of "two and a
half men", as the disgruntled
former BJP minister, Arun
Shourie, described the
present dispensation.

However, Shourie may
have exaggerated the
numbers running the
government, for it is really a
one-man show where the
other one and half men -
presumably Amit Shah and/
or Arun Jaitley or Rajnath
Singh - are not of much
account. In an arrangement

for instance, the Puducherry
chief minister, V.
Narayanswami, is having
with the Union territory's
lieutenant-governor, Kiran
Bedi, who was called a
thanedar by her critics at the
time of the Delhi elections.
At the same time, since
Kovind's RSS credentials
are foolproof, his ascent
marks another step forward
in the Hindutva lobby's
conquest of the
commanding heights of the
Indian polity. The BJP's
parliamentary success was
followed by the expected
appointment of saffron
apparatchiki in academic
institutions such as the
Indian Council of Historical
Research and the Indian
Council of Social Science
Research. Now, the capture
of the palace on Raisina hill
can well be regarded as the
party's crowning glory.
The manner of Kovind's
selection was a reminder of

Modi's  penchant for
springing surprises on an
unwary public as

demonetization and the
choice of Yogi Adityanath
showed. At the same time, it
was less than ethical for the
BJP to enact the charade of
consulting the opposition
parties on the presidential
candidature in the "true
spirit of democracy", as
Venkaiah Naidu, who was
one of the interlocutors,
said. Since the party - or,
rather, Modi - must have
decided on Kovind some
time ago, there was no need
for the pretence of
consultations.

In any event, what
Kovind's selection confirms
is that caste is becoming a
major factor in choosing the
President, dispensing with
the concept of an eminent,
non-political person
become the head of state.
That criterion would have
been fulfilled if M.S.
Swaminathan, the father of
the Green Revolution, was
chosen, as the Shiv Sena
suggested. (IPA Service)
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“Be not afraid of greatness; some are
born great, some achieve greatness, ar
others have greatness thrust upon them

--- Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

Between ‘tryst with destiny’ and ‘tryst with chaos
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can come only over long term

economy are bein
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The famous first freedom
speech was made by Pandit obscured by the euphor
tSawaharlal Nehru on the about the GST roll-out.

By K Raveendran

"Moody’s says any benefit of GST

Internal Trade

GST must end
barriers

By Shivaji Sarkar

g

12 "India's internal trade Transport authorities and
GDP ratio at about 54 peralso pay an additional road
£ cent is comparable to that irntax, in some cases even with
ICother large countries. Indiaa national permit. The
for nearly 70 years hassystem of inspectorate -
y affirmed and reaffirmed that thrives of what the
ypolitical "idea of India’, is de Survey notes as extortion -

THE Autonomous District Council (ADC) cour o . _— | |
P . idnight of August 15, 1947. not make undue profits bycouncil, it says large-scal€ |n a review by Fara
normally adjudicate on matters concerning tﬁ?ance Minister Arun retaining the GST taxchanges to the currenisayed and the Asia-Pacif
indigenous tribals of the state. But the wheelsJotley is all set to deliver thebenefits with themselvessystem are unlikely. _staff  of  Moody's
. . -called second freedominstead of passing them on The World Gold Council, Analytics, the agenc
justice in the ADC courts grind very slow. To cﬁgeech on the midnight ofto the consumers. Thewhich ~ analysed  thesays'the Indian econon
- : Jume 30, 2017 or at least thagonstitution of a National implications of GST on gold, remains in a cyclic
to that predicament, a judge of the Meghalg tst be the idea behind theAnti-profiteering Authority said the effect of the new taxsjowdown as of mid 201
High Court some years ago ruled that casgsiafsen venue, Parliamenthas been notified, but itis very complex. "The devilGpp growth decelerat
i : use, and timing for the leaves a plethora of issuess in the detail when it comessharply to 6.1 per cent
rape by a tribal man of a tribal woman should @ T roll-out. unanswered as to how itsﬁj tax.bWhiIe the GSTd ra;]esthe March quarter, do
il We know that the first rules and regulationshave been announced, thefgom 7 per cent over th
be. trgnsferred to the Coun_cn S courts %e was_followed by awould be implemented are several areas whergrevious quarter.
adjudication. The problem with a long draW§lood  bath,  which Whenever they are framedgreater clarity is required,” it'" Moody's  is
astated a nation, and thdt seems that everythingsald. The headline gold rat repared to

ryeebeen healed completelywhich will of course represents only a modest tayhe slower growth. O

all the under-trial prisoners (UTPs) are |0dgedebab|y be followed by is Whether it would evolve examination, the effect of thereasons. It onl

the already overcrowded district jails. Thankfyligonumental confusion, the 7o the best possibletax is more complex, it saysexacerbated but did n

a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the High Co HZ

ve no idea about. it says. |
has brought this vexed matter to light. It is shockin

the chances of abuse, thénportant GST rates whichgrowth,
qurun Jaitley must be in a hallmark of all our rules and will affect the industry. The aytriputes the mid-201
real predicament: he has tgegulations.

to learn that a prisoner has been languishing i

The first is the 3 per cent tax Orblowdown to a sustain
@l Il hi torical . .
_ >en ingingaie all his oratorical tne g0 down has heightened short-term risks
for twelve years without the District Council Co
wH hopefully replace or at GST reform and robust consumption growth; risks to the economy
for many generations the March quarter following an abysmal 2016, growth; because concer
and for the member secretary of the State Le
That is the most curious
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On A Ditferent Journey

Jagriti Yatra is on a different trip, sparking creative enterprise &
encouraging development, Carrie Loewenthal Massey reports

agriti Yatra is not your average

train trip. This 15-day ride

through 12 Indian cities, cov-

ering about 8,000km, embod-

ies its name, which means “a
journey of awakening.”

“We are trying to awaken the spirit
of entrepreneurship among the youth
of the country, so they become job
creators rather than job seekers,” says
Ashutosh Kumar, executive director at
Jagriti Yatra. These youth can go on to
“build solutions to the development
challenges our nation is facing today,”
he adds.

Kumar participated in the Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership Program, the
US State Department’s exchange pro-
gramme for professionals, on “Inno-
vations for Social Entrepreneurs and
Innovators” in 2013.

Headquartered in Mumbeai, Jagriti
Yatra is set up under a non-profit or-
ganisation Jagriti Sewa Sansthan,
which is based in Deoria, Uttar
Pradesh. The yatra has run annually
since 2008, carrying about 450 young-
sters, or yatris as Kumar calls them,
on one train from December 24 to
January 8.

The train starts from Mumbai,
heading south to Hubballi and Ben-
galuru, on to Madurai and Chennai,
Vishakhapatnam, Berhampur in
Odisha, Rajgir in Bihar and Deoria in
Uttar Pradesh, up to New Delhi, and
then back through village Tilonia in
Rajasthan and then to Ahmedabad.

In each location, the participants
meet successful entrepreneurs, or role
models, who share their stories of
starting out and building their busi-
nesses, both in the private and NGO
sectors, along with tips and advice for
pursuing entrepreneurial goals. These
entrepreneurs have expertise across
seven sectors tied to development:
agriculture; education; energy; health-
care; manufacturing; water and sani-
tation; and art, culture and sports.

While the participants gain great
exposure and knowledge from their
off-train experiences, much of the
learning and connection-building hap-
pen on the train itself. Days are filled
with scheduled debates, presentations
and conversations, along with events
centered on art, music and poetry.

The journey gives participants a
once-in-a-lifetime “experience to
meet about 450 other entrepreneurs
and collaborate with them; learn the

art of entrepreneurship from the role
models of the country; understand the
development challenges of the coun-
try; and build long-lasting solutions
through enterprise methods,” says
Kumar.

For Jagriti Sewa Sansthan, the
meaning of the word “enterprise” ex-
tends beyond business ventures to
teaching, medical professions, social

work and art — anything that can ful-
fil the organisation’s mission of en-
couraging  development  across
“Middle India.”

According to Jagriti Yatra’s web-
site, this segment encompasses 600
million Indian youth who are literate,
have roofs over their heads and eat
three meals a day, but are “without a
sense of purpose”.

lagriti Yatra participants enjoy
their trip as well as gather
experience for independent
ventures. Jagriti Yatra aims
to support 100,000
entrepreneurs by 2022

Each year, thousands of applica-
tions are received for the Jagriti Yatra.
A majority of the participants are se-
lected from the 20 to 27-year-old age
group. Some spots on the train are re-
served for facilitators, who are expe-
rienced professionals over 25 years of
age able to mentor the younger partic-
ipants.

Applicants answer around seven
essay questions and submit them to a
committee of 30 selectors, consisting
of entrepreneurs, academics, industry
experts, youth leaders and Jagriti
Yatra alumni. Three selectors review
each application and send their top
choices to a chief selector for a final
decision. Along with the essay ques-
tions, facilitators have to complete a
telephonic interview.

“While screening, we look for the
passion inside the applicant to become
an entrepreneur, the zeal to build in-
novative and scalable enterprise solu-
tions to the various development

challenges our country is facing,” says
Kumar. “There are no other academic
or professional barriers.”

Jagriti Sewa Sansthan tries to re-
duce financial barriers for the candi-
dates by permitting different levels of
contribution depending on their finan-
cial status. Almost 40 percent of them
pay only the compulsory registration
fee of Rs 6,000, says Kumar.

In addition to the yatra, Jagriti
Sewa Sansthan also runs the Jagriti
Enterprise Network and the Jagriti En-
terprise Center. The network is meant
to serve as an ecosystem to support
young entrepreneurs from “Middle
India”. The centre “is a regional incu-
bation programme to support small
and medium-sized entrepreneurs
through services like mentorship,
market access and connection to fund-
ing”, explains Kumar.

Jagriti Yatra aims to support
100,000 entrepreneurs by 2022, creat-
ing a million jobs in the process. The
participants are helping it reach its
goal through their successful ventures,
which include a network of hostels
operating in Bengaluru and looking to
expand across India; a technology
company striving to bring mobile
products to underserved markets; a
company working to make organic
food more readily available while
recognising the farmers that produce
it; and a health care start-up that helps
connect people with doctors and pro-
vide access to medicines.

Jagriti Yatra also inspired Patrick
Dowd, a 2010-11 Fulbright scholar, to
create the Millennial Trains Project in
the United States.

The project, which had its inaugural
voyage in 2013, encourages entrepre-
neurship in the millennial generation.
It carries about 25 young people from
Portland, Oregon, to New York to help
them learn about the opportunities and
challenges faced by entrepreneurs in
the US.

Kumar sees Jagriti Yatra as a start-
ing point for a network of entrepre-
neurs who can come together to
“connect, collaborate and create” the
programmes India needs to develop
further. Its impact can be as far reach-
ing as participants dare to dream and
pursue their visions.

“Such a network of like-minded
people has the potential to transform
the landscape of the country and the
entire world,” he says. (SPAN-TWF)

Call of
the wild

(Continued from last week)

he Figo was like a fallen red flower

I whizzing through the green vegetation.

The gravel road had tall trees around

standing as sentinels. It had rained heavily just

before we entered the park. There were puddles

and the green and wet leaves glistened in the
morning light.

We came to a part of the forest where the road
was muddy and I thought of turning away. I got
down and inspected the road. I found that a huge
fallen tree and its dense foliage had blocked the
real road and a temporary detour was made to by-
pass that blocked road.

The road ahead was uneventful except for pot-
holes, pebbles, mud and water. We reached the
bank of Manas river. It is an international bound-
ary. The bank on which we were was India and
the other side was Bhutan. It was beautiful and
serene. The pebbles, the fast flowing river, the
cold refreshing water all danced together and

TRAVELLER’S
DIARY

made the drive worthy.

Mathanguri was a good experience. We took
off our shoes and immersed our feet in the cold
water. After a while we observed an elephant on
the opposite bank. My DSLR and 55-250 lens
came handy and I got some beautiful shots of the
elephant drinking water and spraying mud from
the river bank on its body. As we travelled
through the park we saw a peacock and few other
birds. Our feet grew roots and we were mes-
merised by the frolicking water dancing in the
sunlight.

It was 1 pm when we started back. The return
journey was not as arduous and by 2 pm we were
back at the main entrance of the National Park.
This was my first drive through a national park
and the experience was etched in our memory.
With loads of exciting experiences we bid adieu
to Manas.

Later some people asked me as to what
wildlife had I seen at Manas. They were curious
to know if I had seen a tiger or a rhinoceros. I
hadn’t. Seeing tigers in the lush green jungles of
the North East is next to impossible and to tell
the truth I didn't wish to see one. Mosty areas of
the park is in Bhutan and there also must be the
core area. Travel by tourist is permitted only in
the outer fringe and seeing a wild animal there at
the fringe is extremely unlikely as the animals are
wild by dint of their lack of contact with the hu-
mans.

We left with plans to return again someday in
the future to spend more time in that river bank
at the border of the happiest country of the world.

(Contributed by Saptarshi Majumder)

We prudes feel

Gait laboratory at NEHU

assailed

hese days people are willing to

I stand up for every subset of sex-

ual identities — except for one
group.

What about prudes? Our rights are
trampled on every day.

Several times a week, something
shocking comes on TV and my children
shout “Not suitable for Dad!” and I have
to race out of the room before kissing,
pillow talk or worse appears on screen.

I was at a school drama once at which
two performers on stage fell on each
other passionately, causing everyone
below the age of 12 in the audience, plus
this columnist, to make a disgusted
‘Eewwwwww’ sound.
Children have taste.
They know that some
things are great in pub-
lic, others aren’t.

Prudish adults exist
too. This writer took his
family to a poetry slam
once which opened
with a poem so porno-
graphically  detailed
that half the adults in
the audience booed out
loud — although I have
to admit the teens pres-
ent grinned and took
notes.

Prudes get a bad rap because we only
make the news when one of us says
something stupid. In Japan recently, a
professor named Shigeaki lijima ex-
plained why women could never be al-
lowed to join the country’s army: “In
actual combat, if they are under attack
from artillery shells or bombs, there is a
chance their clothes could be blown off.”

Clearly Mr Shigeaki does not under-
stand the physics of bombs. But in his
defence, weapons which seem to do
nothing except damage female clothing
pop up regularly in video games and
anime cartoons, not to mention every ac-
tion film ever made.

One of my colleagues claimed that
someone had once actually developed a
bomb that blew off clothes, leaving hu-
mans naked, but Google revealed he was

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

remembering a 1980 Maxwell Smart
comedy movie called ‘The Nude
Bomb’.

Life as a prude is hard enough in Asia
but it would be intolerable in pro-
pornography places such as Japan,
North America or Europe, my colleague
said.

Earlier this month the Canadian gov-
ernment praised pornography as it “al-
lowed young people to learn about the
different spectrum of sexual expres-
sion”. This colleague, who is a
Japanophile, said this implied that lucky
Canadian children will be able to learn
about things such as “tentacle sex” (do
NOT write and tell me
what that is).

Will prudishness die
out completely? “No,”
said one of my science
correspondents. “Porn-
loving societies see an
increase in erectile dys-
function, a loss of inter-
est in sex and negative
birthrates. In contrast,
prudish  communities
grow.”

He showed me evi-
dence. “Sex is going out
of fashion” was the
headline of a US report summarising an
academic study in August last year. A
huge survey by The Lancet said people
in the UK were having steadily less sex,
and Swedish researchers found the same
in their country.

He also had figures indicating that
people in conservative, prudish, family-
minded regions (Africa, South Asia)
have a positive birth rate. This is some-
what ironic, since prudes are assumed to
hate sex. In fact, we don’t dislike it. We
just would rather it was more hygienic,
less visible and completely silent.

In fact, we don’t even like talking
about it, so I’ll shut up here. Frankly, the
whole subject makes me go ewwwwww.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and com-
ments via his Facebook page)

first in eastern region

iomechanics, a comparatively
B new branch of science, is mak-

ing waves in global medical
sphere. The subject analyses the me-
chanics of movement and is applied in
not only solving the puzzles of human
gait but also in providing solutions to
critical physiological problems.

The Department of Biomedical Engi-
neering at North-Eastern Hill University
is doing intensive research on biome-
chanics to contribute to medical treat-
ment that will be affordable and
accessible to the common man.

Dinesh Bhatia, Head of the Depart-
ment of Biomedical Engineering, says
though research on biomechanics started
in India years ago, it was restricted only
to defence and academics at premier in-
stitutes like Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy. The work that Bhatia and his team
are doing is the first of its kind in the east-
ern region that has the potential to open
up new avenues in medical science.

The department recently established a
Human Biomechanics and Gait Labora-
tory with funding from the Department
of Science and Technology, Delhi, and
NEHU.

This relatively new field covers a
broad range of topics, including strength
of biological materials, bio-fluid mechan-
ics in the cardio-vascular and respiratory
systems, material properties and interac-
tions of medical implants, among other
things.

“It is a vast field of study and com-
prises several sub-sections and we have
specialised teams to research on different
topics,” says Bhatia.

The laboratory comprises eight chan-
nel wireless electromyography equip-
ment to record simultaneous muscle
activity, force plate with force platform
to measure the different forces and joint
torques procured from the US along with
eight cameras 3 dimensional motion cap-
ture system with reflective marker system
procured from Germany.

“This is the first of its kind laboratory
set-up in the eastern part of the country,”
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Bhatia (centre) with his team and (above) the Human Biomechanics and
Gait Laboratory at NEHU

=1 says Bhatia.

| The professor says since football is a
popular sport here and now that the
northeastern clubs are showing their met-
tle, their performances can be enhanced
by using biomechanics. “It is a common
practice for coaches in western countries
to use the new form of science in study-
ing the movements of players. This helps
them in preventing injuries. In India,
cricket is the only sports where biome-
chanics is applied because there is more
money in that sport. Other sports too
should take up the methods for better per-
formance,” he adds.

Besides sports, there are other applica-
tions of biomechanics like in treating
cerebral palsy and amputees.

“A person with moto-neuron disease
will have gait patterns different from a
normal person. By studying that, we can
give solutions to the patient’s problems,”
says Bhatia.

For example, transcranial-magnetic
stimulation, a magnetic method used to
stimulate small regions of the brain, helps
in treating a patient of cerebral palsy.
Bhatia says such modern methods of
medical science are expensive but with
intensive research by local scientists and
made-in-India equipment, the treatment
can become affordable for all in the near
future.

However, with the Centre stopping
fund flow for basic research, it is a chal-
lenge for researchers like Bhatia and his
team to sustain. “There should be partic-
ipation by industries as part of their cor-
porate social responsibility.
Biomechanics is a vast topic and requires
years of experiment. But despite all odds,
we are trying our best to take it forward,”
says the professor.

Also, intensive collaboration between
researchers and medical experts is neces-
sary. The NEHU department collaborates
with doctors at North Eastern Indira
Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and
Medical Sciences for better results.

~ Nabamita Mitra
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Character is power; it makes friends,
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I I 1c1 Whenever we mention Does the industry respect i
Darjee“ng Crisis Narpuh, we generally mean By H H Mohrmen the agreement to provide By Ratan Bhattacharjee
P inali ; i e two important features . sixty percent employment
THE agitation in Darjeeling culminated in Gorkhoa this region and that is thesame name and called elekauestion is whether all theto the locals? Many a time  The 78-kilometer to

. . . e ; Y | they will not keep silent for
Janmukti Morcha (GJIM) President Bimal Gurung gagka Narpuh and theNarpuh. The chieftain whocement companies follow alllocal people from the sta P » they )
. ( ) o . g “Narpuh sanctuary. Theseheads the eleka is also cathe rules and regulations asvere employed by th:t[;g;jréelliwge i;rgigleg];W ;?esuch a long time and
44 colleagues in the Gorkha Territorial Administrati@ife the two elements of thehe Daloi of Narpuh. Till a mandated by the Indiancompanies but very soQngeen in the tea gardens Te ;ﬁuddenly after the defeat in
. region which are popular,decade or so except foBureau of Mines (IBM) and they were fired from their e municipal elections they

itti i iati i . ; - ; as shells counter th
(GTA) quitting a six year long association beginning there is more to NarpuhLumshnong, the people inthe Ministry of Forest and jobs on the pretext tha o o Chotties pelted g‘g“'t?gft;c’t E?/V:r;gnm: t%gﬁ

i i ini i an the forest and the elekathe area earned theiEnvironment, Government ofthey do not have industrial ; ]
in July 2011 with Gurung signing the Hill autonol The truth is that the aredivelihood by practising India? ~ What  about cu|¥ure. What g‘leoﬁgl'Scifﬁrggr?ngnsr:;;r‘;‘{&r/e_ahses that the uproar and
agreement with the West Bengal government andahe everything around itjhum (slash and burn)reclamation? How much ofdevelopment are We o ement ratties the towny. o cce  are not
. . derives its name fromecultivation and betel leafthe mined areas have beeralking about if they do natnich this time of the yearspontaneous but organized
Centre being terminated. The second round of thepuh forest which wasand betel nut plantation reclaimed? During mining areprovide local Peoplé yeens burzing with tourists’y, SOMe GJIM leaders who
nce a thick and vast subbut Lumshnong was oncehere any efforts to protecttraining on (so called) frorﬁ all (?ver india. lailed to grind their own axe
movement for Gorkhaland has begun. However, fh?pical forest which upon a time famous for itsthe top soil so that the sameéndustrial culture? The Darjeeling is weeping an‘d\?vrz;(tje?sreT%Se@”I](%oTv gr?ll;/béﬁg
i i i i ends from Meghalaya’soranges. Locals claim thatan be used for plantationZement companies owel|i A . |
Hills parties are not yet united in the showdown. [THE 1= L) Assa?n  hathe Eumshnong chilly is These are few questions thato the peo;?le of elekt%?rlif%?elargovy&cggsgd;\eoavaTbanacea for all sufferings —
GNLF is still waiting for the fusion which is likely fostate’s  border  with much more pungent thameed answers. Narpuh and it is their dut) turning into a nightmare Gorkhaland. These
° |'Bangladesh. The entirethe Naga chilly and was The famous cave kremto train and prepare ther . civ remained cloudvCSSESsIvVe leaders being
take place after the meet on June 29. With| th&puh falls under theonce the pride of the areaKotsati Umlawan which is the local youths to work iy oo S FeHANED @ 0L tYscared of exposure are
. . : newly created East JaintialThere was once small limesecond longest cave in Indigtheir units. hurrving to leave the hills distorting the state narrative
resignation of Bimal Gurung from the GTA, the Hillgijis gistrict of Meghalaya factory ~which  burnt (21, 530 metres) and third A The other question i bagyar?d baggage at tﬁé)hnreate?]?r{ghv{\?ilt?]ngn ar?nnedd
i i i d it extends over a largdimestone for making lime deepest cave in India (215the cement companies’ ~=. : ¢ v
parties will get a level playing ground to chart out t@ ea. Most of the Pnars s?npaste and powderegd Iimemetfe as on February 2(006p0rporate Sociall '?’ng;iesS:[Fs earﬁioerlvesrtlcljepnpceed;ee%?#I(t)g V\rl]gl\(/ig gr?grsmr:)(ﬁs
indi it |hctiferent parts of Jaintia hillsfor white- washing at has now been affected byResponsibility (CSR)| . A ,
future course. The GNLF has indicated that it %‘%Napﬁh e oo et Lumshnong iteelt bL?t themining. Mining by using People have the right {oCoMing to Darjeeling. ButOPub“C support.

no objection to the GIM taking the lead. or (ki khloo wa iong) arrival of cement plants haglynamite has drastic impactknow what and how thager';]re'\""}?atao'\?v%”re”eee:f Gorkhas are scattered
. - erhaps, because of thehanged all the culture anddn  the  cave  andcompanies have made Sgrevailed inpDar'eéIinp andeacross different states.
GJM leaders have now given priority tgensity of the forest whicheven the land ownershipspeleologists (caving of their CSR fund? Why is P jeeling andThey have socio-cultural

tGTA  was  formed. roots across various Indian
Development projects werestates such as Uttarakhand,

JiBrevents even sunlight frompatterns in the region.  experts) do not encouragghe government ng
undertaken. People nearlyHimachal Pradesh , Sikkim ,

mobilisation instead of confrontation. Discipline vj enetrating into the Now there are eightpeople to go inside the cavednsisting on companies

i isi jenermost parts of thecement plants whichanymore. Perhaps it is notmaking this contributio , ‘
e the watchword wm.wou_t compromising on rest. It could also be operate in the eleka andvrong to say that it is public? The people a'OLC’SEﬂ?SnL“ni acr;fjr't(f?ealgﬂ(rjkhaf\/lsesﬂgia o Arghachal
Gorkhaland issue. Darjeeling police will also be @acause of its elevation. Iteach of them are locatedloubtful if the Kotsati have the right to know why ghalay

| act d the companies set u thil.]anmukti Morcha (GJM) Pradesh Manipur, Mizoram
can be seen from a distancithin an area of less tharldmlawan cave still holds the p p inspired the people to beetc., The same community

the alert to prevent a flare-up as happened on Jwg dark silhouette acrosfive kilometre radius. Most record that it once held as thdead offices outsid happy with Gorkhaland has a strong presence in

. P irfMeghalaya and why is Dy at ¢ .
17 causing bullets to fly. Gurung has requestgishy Hence tiscaled ol (he 1o tas o0 e e 1 is nahere no diference in trg Terorial Adminstration Myanmar, So he separation
leaders of the Opposition parties to come out in th@ he other most A reply to a Right to longer safe for people torate of cement sold i evelopments  works O.” arjtee 'nlg a?h or €|an
important aspect of thelnformation (RTI) enter anymore. Meghalaya and anywhefed p -will not solve the problem

streets with the GIM as their condition has beer) meist is also because u Lunapplication confirmed that The area is facing acute€lse in the northeast? Ofﬂldﬂ?cei”g ol c"ﬁéig Whtehree ';‘itna'l'eogt%'g’ee ihheengtorkh?ﬁa‘ti
. | lakor Singh and u Lumlarge tracts of land fallwater problem especiallyProtect the Narppu he GJpM cut & Verv sorrvi gh for th ny
- that the GJIM quits the GTA. At the same tiM@nhoo bahkong (which ofunder the category of un-during the lean season, sganctuary the areas in t (Ifii e there %’S aylcser:/\t/u?/ Orthee isassueon(;ef
G ; rse have their ownclassed forest by the Jaintiavhat have the companied'inges of Narpuh forest gure,  there . . Y ;
urung has kept the doors open for talks with ; val were declared as EdoPandemonium in the hills. bifurcation of Bengal is left
ries) and are also part oHills Autonomous District done to see that clean wateS itive 7 £s7) Schools and colleges hanging and Gorkhaland
West Bengal government and the Centre thougHtfeforest. And the threeCouncil (JHADC) but sadly is regularly supplied to the >ENSITYE 29113 (S} panks and offices areremains a dream for many
) _ . major rivers of Jaintia hills, most of the land in the elekdocals?  Speaking  of but !oca:l pt?]ople prOtQSt dclosed Life has come to avhich the GJIM is now
will not accept any interim arrangement. It appeags Kupli, the Lukha and Narpuh is now in the handglevelopment, do the cemen@dainst 1ne move 10 =0 o =m Koomr o nts atuming int iaht ¢
. Apha originated from the of the cement companiescompanies construct anyProtect this last tropic 'ﬁ:vr:, s Ise areate sg?g Sc?tﬁ;mr?i% I(?V\?el?epslg ItrinsareUit(ér
that the GJIM still banks on the NDA governme ;OE ills in thisA well informed source roads in the area apart fronforest in the district, N€w, separ : : LIS qu
est Co‘c’je%ed hills in this frmed that CMGL. or abproach roads ?o theirEverybody knows that the“Gorkhaland” carved out of interesting that Ghishing
support for the creation of small states althouffg/on anc these rivers wer€ontirmed a L Of 3PP iring site? any cement compani¢seastern West Bengal stategarlier tried to fish in
an till they pass throughStart Cement has in itsplants and mining site? Ther hased i b pf which Darjeeling is a part.troubled waters and lived
Darieeling is too small to be compared withe mining areas. possession more than onere altogether eight activeaV® PUICNASEd MOSLBL % 5 Id imbrogliclike a king by using the
Telengana. In any event, an understanding Withised wild elephants andn the area, Topcem ownsrea. Why can they start a¢ c%mpl)anlelis S tﬂ“ = dvsolution but no one knowsBimal Gurung and  his
M taB Lo t at this st tigers is now a shadow ofmore than five hundredhospital to cater to the need OO Sg ngtisf(i)ezé OF\ﬁ\;oteectin the right one. It is people are again singing the
amata banerjee s government at this Stage SEaNost glory due to hectarse of land so one canf the people in the area? | arpuh is fo.r the Ioc unfortunate that there issame tune though this time

i inplinQ’ Il imagine what my last visit to the place X ! . h ; hi
absolutely out of the question. Darjeeling's futufcroachment andvery we \ , . eople’s own interests andsome organized attempt tdhe response is not up to his
h il] bal q : J Egac?lngfbut the forest s.t||(ljlp|eré:er.1tagt$| of Ianddbln tt#aggynlgng\éoggogﬁggcigrﬂﬁgﬁor F?[he welfare of the bring thegHiII Versus p|ginsexpectat|on as people have

angs in the balance. oasts of many more wild€leka Is stll owned by theday, : ! ( i i imelight. come to know about the
g animals like hoolock indigenous people when wehat despite there being eighfutU’e generation of theissue to the limelight. More

; ) i i inancial irregularities of his
gibbons. a variety of birdsstill have six more cementoperating cement plants in€&: Narpuh is now theunfortunate is the attempt tof nar memgbers s of s,
LOOKING BACK ; =G - 1> Nsource of clean air for theshow the fissure betweerparty mer

and butterflies and otherplants operating in thethe area there is no facility 0 eople and it is also [aGorkhas and Bengali peopleluxurious life led by many
March 27, 1989 exotic wild life. Till recently area. monitor - air and water .o'soroir for the area’sThese unwarrantedlyof them while the interests
. . Narpuh was only a reserve The local people havepollution. The government ¢ o noads of fresh a dopened up a Pandora’s boxof the common people are
8 Bodo killed in encounters forest, but it is now asold their land for a songand the cement companies, o, \yater. Even toddy Political analysts feel ignored . The development
_ _ | Wildlife Sanctuary a move and in a not so distanthave put the health of the 1o "<l clean in thé that Trinamul Congressprojects are being halted
At least eight people, yesterday. When policewhich one hopes will helpfuture they will not even people in danger by not, qream a little further which is becoming popularand people do not feel
seven of them Bodo opened fire to repulse thein preserving and protectinghave space to spit their kwainstalling machinery to jp o " p - qim villagg in the hills had kept GJM onhappy with this sudden bolt
extremists, were killed in attack ~ the extremiststhe forest and the wildlife in saliva and these are not myneasure air and watehyhich goes on to provethe back-foot in the recentrom the blue. Gorkhaland is
Assam's trouble-torn escaped in thick jungles. | the forest. words, this was a statemerpollution in the area.  ihat Narpuh can supplymunicipal elections. Bimal NO_longer the ‘son of the
Kokrajhar District in the past ~ Later police recovered The  sanctuary isof a young man from the But the other vital {ho grea’s need of freshGurung  who su'ddenIySOH' movement in
24 hours, official reports from the spot four bodies. |tbordering the Boraile forestarea who lives in Jowai nowquestion is how many cjean water if we can onlyseems to be unusually vocaParjeeling. It is now a
received here said. Theis suspected while escapingn Assam and it is more thanThe cement plants claimyouths are now employed inyroiect and preserve theabout Gorkhaland is losingweapon which through
reports said the Bodothe extremists took awaly50 square kilometres in sizethat they bring the eight plants? Each plankgrest. So the cementshe image of Messiah for theoVer-use has got blunt.
activists armed with gunsthree more bodies. Besidesleka Narpuh also boasts oflevelopment to the areemploys about 450 companies should play |ahill people in spite of the People are more worried
and bombs ambushed ahe four bodies which werea network of exotic caves.but the question is whatemployees per plan per shiftyital role in preserving the recently declared support 01a'b.out thg ambjguity of their
police party which was yet to be identified, police The other feature of Narpuhdevelopment and at whaso in total the plant employSNarpuh ~sanctuary by pawan Kumar Chamling forCitizenship which cannot be
proceeding towards recovered a handmade gynis also because of the elekgost? Mining limestone hagnore than ten thousandeqycating the local if the 5 separate state of°lved by creating a
Amliguri Lalmwri area on  a pistol, some cartridges ancr the traditional regional caused irreparable impacpeople. The question is howcompanies are reallyGorkhaland. The hegemony0rkhaland. Nor will it solve
way to Koilamoila under four bombs from the p|acealllance of the villages in theon the environment in themany of the ten thousandworking for the interests of of GJM is at stake and thethe identity crisis and

Bijni Police Station, of the encounter. area which is also given thearea and the other pertinergmployees are local peoplethe people. followers of Gurung who are ENSure Constitutional
behaving like club membersguarantee for the 15 lakhs

.. , , , political leaders are in atizzy.mam{) states alr(;]ost in ect1|ual
Rejomder discussions with many ethnocentric. To conclude Ithan the Meghalaya road. kanctioned by the centralllegedly for throwing| Money was coming to the”unl‘. ert' ‘é” mos é’
persons and groups? must say that Syiem is guiltytried to defend my state bygovernment. The NH 44petrol bombs at different hills for development work gggénr;?ngsated into a?he

Editor, When | speak aboutof defaming the Catholicsaying that this is alinking East Jaintia Hills to public offices in the state. but irregularities were found g =<7 - - heritage. The

improving the Shillong Church and the catholicNational highway and notCachar district of Assam hasThis happens becausén audit and GJM leaders - -

Syﬁpéopgavtﬁg I?;teégb%ést airport ~ and road priests. If he is truly aunder the statedeteriorated with time. Hencethey are protesting againstwere  found  enjoying S(;)rqlf(ﬂgirll\lgepa“ zxr&dronrqnaenlj

ways?” ST 246119 which connectivity, it is with the gentleman, he shouldgovernment. Likewise | hadl would agree with the the implementation of the unexpected luxury while theNepaIis do not want to be

is a response to my letter (S‘IlOIea of improving tourism apologize = for  such a chat a number of touriststatement of Mawrie that werailway project in the state. poor _people of Mirik -, i "sonhac Before the

o 22p 2017) i gounds Ieathat's the reason why |demeaning statements. jn~ Mawlynnong and need roads first beforel too agree with Mawrig Kurseong "and outskirts of s mo 200 e® W8 P o
' ' &upport the idea of the CM Yours etc., Cherrapuniji and all of themrailways. However, | also that railway connectio >

; : Darjeeling remained in the : :
3\/%?‘&?2Teesntegzotgthg'?gﬁqabput a railway from Barnes Mawrie sdb, speak of the need toagree with Syiem thatWill bring harm to the| same darkness of povertyreé)r%”'?ﬁew'é?kﬂ;% Sléphr?g;t
P YI€Mghillong to Sohra). Syiem Viaemail jmprove the road conditionrailways will make the indigenous people of the The leaders were scared okjlinister they  should

whom | thought was apimself will have to admit : . . i i

ici oA in our state. John F.commodities coming from State. We have seen manghe special audit thaty, 0o transparent and
gﬁ(rj]t{/(\a/rrﬂ)a\r/]vo(ﬁlr:j %%?1%"235@ hat tourism is the only Many grOUpS Kennedy in his address tmutside the stateg muchoutsiders flocking to our Mamata Government is o~ accountgble. They
give in to sweeping strongt; it ﬁconomlc . the public once said,cheaper. How many railwayState and causing harm teplanning to slap on them .4t shout Gorkhaland
Statements about catholiq(\)ﬂppor unity we have since  ara agalnSt ‘American roads are notstations in India are clean0Ur people. Just recentlyAnother misinformation is ony \when they have fallen
priests or anyone for that eghalaya is not an . good because America islust this month (5th June) wene outsider cut away thespread  regarding  thej, 3 yrap This will probably
matter, myperception about ocstialized or agriculiural Ra|lways rich, but America is rich celebrated World €ars and finger of a lady ipinclusion of Bengali in the ;1o the demand. There
him after reading his lotter Sate. 1 think Syiem is not because American road€nvironmental Day and SMit Tillnowwe have only three-language ~ formulagyqyiq pe a rationale for any
has shifted from respeet tcocere if he still thinks that are good'. Therefore themany schools and villagesr©ad connection yet spwhich can never makengyement. The situation

p Grailways will not increase ; many outsiders arg Bengali mandatory for the cannot' change overnight

ity. To say that we priests; i Apropos the letter by AS main concern of Mawrie istook active part in cleaning, o C
goy not kr¥ow the Eocio-::ng#)%g}gont]gﬁ s\tﬁﬁ%ultz\r/ﬁl?cﬁsyiepm p‘Who is ag;i'inst to develop the roads firstplanting trees in differentﬂoc".'ng_f'm"hthe st_iate !gagﬂg;%;no;%g%glﬁsiEgg%ﬁlb”'y yesterday GTA was
economic pulse of the peoplesducation  understandsRailways' (ST June24, 2017)and not to enforce theareas of the state. We havéfagine i we, 1am alsq 60's and itwill be an optional gyt nd fowards the
or their problems, is the moSkhat et Syiem know that N response to the letter byrailways without improving seen articles, ~letters ;oé?””eCt!V'tyd a'mh a ' fourth language which canletterment of the Gorkhas.
stupid statement | haveihe Church has always beerBarnes Mawrie, ‘We needthe road condition in thenewspaper that Shillong is Isappointe Wltf the make Bengali people CIOSer'I'hat suddenly a few leaders
heard from an academiciangn the side of the people offoads not Railways’ (ST state. | believe Syiemlosing it's fame of being the state government for ntto Gorkhas. The emotionalare shouting foul in favour
Does he know that catholicie place and if the KhasiJune 22) | would say thatknows the road condition ofScotland of the East and thdaving proper check gatssentiments'against BengaIOf Gorkhaland will only
priests visit the rural areaspeople (who are just a grainboth are equally correctSonapur in East Jaintia Hillscity itself is dirty. Just to curb infiltration. | havey is without any logic. Even if hffec; the accountability and
and are in touch with poorof 'sand in the huge because both letters speaRistrict. Several timesimagine if we have a railwaytraveled to different statess & © y logic. Even If credibility of = the GJM
people more than he does oy ation of India) are in of the benefits to society innewspapers have reportegtation in Shillong! of Northeast India and | misconception, it could aders who are oow a
any government officer gg| danger of being different ways. Syiem hasof road accidents in this It is probably because offound that there is a have been  solved bybroken house after the
does? Does he know that thg  ;inumbered. should thestated that Barnes wantgarticular area. Just last yedhese reasons that manyhorough checking o dialogue on language but itQlwurder of Madan Tamang
Catholic Church has gotChyrch keep quiet andAirport at Umroi to be one night super fell into aPressure groups like KSU vehicles and passenger nd the misappropriation of

( : can never justify the
more schools and watch the slow extinction of upgraded and not railwaysdeep gorge and manyiNYF, FKIGP etc are againsbefore they enter the state o= - o b2 o Li?/%?opmearllltogct)fdthe h];ICIJsr.

dispensaries in the rural itv? Di innocent people lost theithe implementation of Mizoram check gate is in g : . _
areas than any other religiougiﬁqo;gwu;%' V[\,)iltdhnfhteJ'i;l;(szSiQ%eo?gdﬁfe hzga\;\}rieocn;%lives. Thﬁs rgad is veryrailway connection in our Vairangte, Tripura chec or(;lricr):glr?/m Ilsifzum\i\;:ﬂg ggd The adagefstllll h?l'dsft“ﬁe :
groups or the governmentegjectors, the Samaritansafford air travel. Personally difficult to travel especially state. Just the other day thgate is in Joraibari hampered for an indefinite Youl ol oof ﬁ orane d
for that matter? Does heetc. (who were minority | agree with Mawrie that weduring rainy seasons. Andl€Wspaper reported thatagaland check gate is Mperiod and the number Ofpeopes%omeo g e|t|me”, ?r?
know that the undersigne roups) against theneed roads not railwaysthis is supposed to bgéeputy Commissioner of Nagaland gate Dlmapu"deaths il incroase with theﬁomebot e peoptefaI IIe
hf"vllls a pastgrﬁll care tOf omination of the majority Roads in our state haveNational Highway 44! | also Z\S/L Kh:frkglgisdnp'tso 2'?@@(,23&6 ;Stethff Tl\ﬂg?er}glrzy 0 —called protection oftlr:gepegp%;ogftar?:?img?' 2

villages and he 1S not anjewish high class? | thinkturned from bad worse.believe that Syiem is awar(%ressupre groups to protesit bett(gr to ihprove road GOrkha rights. Everyone (The author is Associate

armchair theologian orsyiem should understand i of the three lists (Union : | )
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“Men's second childhood begins when FarmersWaiver Flymg CarS: a peek intO

a woman gets a hold of him.”

- Minna Antim What about mOney the future of modern

The Shillong Times '[I‘anSpOrtatiOn

"~ Ghastyincident lenders debt?

By | nj r
A senior police official, Mohammad Ayub Pandit was y lbu Sanjeeb Garg

, ithstanding that th , . Bank of India (RBI) in th
lynched as he was trying to ensure that prayers ¢gy twilistanding fhat tre By Moin Qazi early (1)95n03|?t(he i BEATING THE RHETORIC

be completed without a hitch at Srinagar’s Janfiggive billions of dollars of Rural Credit Surve

loans of farmers, the actually . 11or than 0.1 hectaresgovernment officials andScrutinised the role and

Masijid. His body was badly mutilated. Questioasstressed class amon operations  of  the

- v ) Necessity is the motherare taking place all over US
19859 had pending loanspolicemen to village teachers, /o1 viender, who thepof invention goes a famousand Europe. Closer home

arise about the calamitous night when it occurredifiryvei! "ave 1 SPe from such informal finance— now lends in the hope of TA78Y BMCET T8, MBea ing ™ Mankind  has industry powerhouses like

their misery. They owe ; i i -

i ; ; sources. making a killing. They are 4 the Tat look ¢
r debts to money lenders : free . osition as a source ofchosen to better itself whenthe Tatas are looking to
is hard to understand why his force could not cothel y While these smallwilling to extend credit, but gnance. They did o ohpushed to the wall. Theinvestin the next generation

. C . . hereas the government; ; t highl tortionate rates —
to his rescue. Kashmiris in uniform, belonging to|th&iver applies only to formal [arMers pay exorbitantat highly extortionate rates —, "o o ice hat in India,greatest invention andof transportation
interest, affluent famers gesometimes exceeding 50 PGFh discoveries whethertechnology. Electronic

. dit. . . : ricultural credi
. cent, which keeps borrower£9 OV iy -
police or the army, are new targets not only Ofy, - " every farmer in Sgezlr?mlrsnee%t'grEdilrt{terTeTt}in i penu& presented a “two-foldl penicillin or electricity has powered vehicles and

militants but also of the angry public. It has beeﬂnai?r;s _mtastﬁiveOI rural Sipvention | (subsidy) “Shylocks give you that prc()jblem _?fbi_lr_ltadequac come because of a humarflying cars St?em to bg the
. wathes is tethered, in ong i ; , and unsuitability.” i ture o] urban
scheme for farmersinstant fix. You aren’'t asked dility desire to solve a problem. Infu .
phenomenon |n.the last one month or so. Rece1. 9kor 1no}hg_r, to the provides  credit  atfor security or guarantors. | _They envisaged only @21st  century  India transportation. |
young army officer was murdered at a Wedm@gmearrhgnee ”lé?]rég’r""”t%tgsubsidised interest rate oborrowed again this year andninor place for himiin their yransportation has emerged Taxi aggregator Uber is
ceremony. Kashmiris in the J & K police force haueiquitous rgvenousyloan7 per cent and for prompit is going well. I think that Proposed solution, Whichas 3 major challenge whilealso raising its stakes in the
. q )

re-payers at 4 per cent. Yetbecause of the ease of itlook the form of a system; 4 qining urban planning. If flying game. Recently on a

been murdered on a number of 0ccasions in Galdl . L erturies, MONeYne “public image of borrowing becomes Of CoOperatives COVEring, o tye the example of Delhitrial basis it has started

. Indi dit P kets. MeNacing debt collectorsaddictive,” says a cash-all  villages: Thel " average Delhiite spendoffering Helicopter rides

blood. It appears to be a sequel to the extermlnaﬁﬁﬁ'..” lan credit markets. 4oes not convey thestrapped farmer. moneylender can  be S urs daily onover short distances. Uber
amilies have lost 1and, sentiments of millions of ~Loan sharks also do no@llotted no part in the f€ary f :

of militants. These occurrences are not just retaliat@ryners have been asked t - i scheme (of cooperativesfn€ road while travelling is launching the UBER
@rostitute their wives to pay ar'lrpr?(res'rapacious money)allglt(lr qlgjgrsrg%?r?g r?‘glz;;?lrl;gﬁ It woufd be apcomp|et)talmost 40 kms. If one takesElevate programme which

actions. The outrages show that Kashmiris in ebts, and, when all elseo 40 \who plugs the hugemeaning that the defaultergeversal of the policies wean Uber from Gurugram in would ‘have a series of

service of the state will continue to be victims of sui¢#$ falled, they have tied they, o™y "credit supply in afind a safe haven with themhave been advocating |.Haryana to Connaught placéakeoff and landing electric
noose to end their misery. pacqje free process, is afhen there are those who ar@hen the whole object gfin Delhi then the cost would VTOL points from which

violence. An inescapable cycle of o ionapje part of a ruralseeking to hide because of.. that structure is tpbe almost 600 rupees whilepassengers would travel

. . - bt continues to grip rural ; i : i i itive taki i ingfrom one point to another.
The Kashmir crisis has thus taken a new tu ia, particularly its farming family. He is the first port the shame of borrowing.provide a  positive taking one hour time during p

. . g of call in a distressSeeing as the transactionnstitutional alternative t¢ normal timings and up to two There would be multiple
Though the militants are on the rampage again %ﬂfﬂsﬂse-n;ectintgedggtbggnlené?(?éSituation, and is also theare quick and thethe moneylender himself,hours during peak hours.vertiports or landing points
; .y man they can turn to inrequirements minimal, thesomething which will Travelling between the peakin a city which would have
people of the valley seek government jobs in laigs not reflect the actual; =0 “C=% =21 £ - mostmoneylenders might Seertompete with him, removenours is aimost & nightmarerecharge facility as well

numbers, especially in the police force. Onﬂ?rwe?fslndl{/?sgg;eelénrzlgce)?s villlﬁgeri.the’&e is dnp life IirI:e the pelzfect solutiolr(l ]Ior him r1‘](om_ th|$- forlefront anl " And this is not limited to While last mile connectivity
.. . . . y without him. According to those seeking a quick fix.put him in his place.” ; i Id b i in th

fave been around for . ; . . ) Delhi alone. The garden citywould be an issue In the case

Kashmiris have familiarity with the terrain and a director, Tata Institute of Their customers agree that Despite legions of J<'penoaiiny has becomeof Uber Elevate yet Uber

. . . . enerations, but their : . X - .
best suited for such Securlty operatlons N iness has boomed eve ocial Sciences, Sthey are a working solutioncommittees and repor ?famous in the past few yearsplans to invest in its Elevate

; o - “Parasuraman, “Money— as long as you do notthat have outlined ways 0 . ot . :
vulnerable areas of the state. But now they a%ﬁtielgdlghsifteegon\?vri?fgc lenders are now andefault on your loan. replacing moneylende SfOI’ its traffic jams. It has programme In a massive
. . ) . . €S ’ inextricable part of the rural i become the source ofpush in the coming years.
dentified fthe state. Kashmir’ L alisation from Inex p A current of dread runsthrough stepping up . . :
identified as enemies of the state. Kashmir’s socigigo , economy so much so thehrough  the country’s institutional credit, the constant jokes and memedJber predicts that with Uber

looks upon them as betrayers of the people. Ord 2 &;:t%rfeﬁ%mggi%egéi bank " has  becomesuicide-ravaged farmlands asnoneylender still remainsOVver the internet. Similar Elevate, a 1-hour, 40-minute

- i secondary, ~or eventheir debts pass fromthe backbone of the rural
people have taken up the cause of militants. It shG\} C"t’i‘ffn“c'%efs gﬂ?npg‘reredundant, for a smallhusband to widow, from financial system. It is A

i armer.” _ father to children. Most bitter truth which we have The Dutch company PAL-V has
how much anger has mounted in the valley ar dhwgsﬁsn ?:rvrﬁ ggﬁgdmtgntel;é It was expected that invillages are locked into ato swallow.
' S0

o .| deht W . are designed a three wheel vehicle that

what extent society in the state has been radica |z@ajers operate under the cialist India, banksbond with village money The picture whic 9 . . .
. i ise of farm input sellers, Would become an extremelyienders — an intimate bondNobel Laureate Gunnar lOOKS like a scooter but flies like a
Pandit was lynched in his own area. He rece »popular port of call for and sometimes a menacingyrdal presented in his

n Maharashtra, farmers’ ' h ; . . i
the treatment that the Islamic state metes out to Kafiependence  on  privateC!ients seeking Joans. Inone. Popular cinema andnemoirs Asian Dramp gyroplane_ Wlth. thie Wely @i @
act, these financialclassic literature tell manyalmost five decades agogerodynamic design and rotor blades.

money lenders has shown
In the PAL- V vehicle the rotors are

steep rise at 40 per cent ifnstitutions recorded apathos-filled narratives ofremains the same, despijte
| LOOKING BACK | pn b ~surge in the social bankingndia’s poor caught in thatgigantic efforts from bot

the past one year. The tota

March 27, 1989 ) era of the 1970s but thekarmic cycle of poverty. i i .
amount of loans disbursed _ = y p Y. the private and publi
KhongWir’S plea on State by private money lenders Populist policies left a cruel Those stories inevitably endsectgr in bringingplarg powered by the wind and not the
- was Rs 1,254,97 crore.legacy of dud loans. Thisin tragedy. _ swathes of people into t eengine itself. It can fIy upto a speed
Assemb|y Slttlng Compared to 2015 statisticsSOUr experience made Farmers who fall into thefolds of formal finance : ’
the total amount disburseddankers very wary and theynoney lending trap find “when the money lender of 180kmph and is scheduled to make

The Leader of thethe Assembly session is onthus has risen by Rs 358.63urned off the spigots.themselves locked in a whitesees that he can benefit . .
o;r)]posmonh Mr I S.D. the centre’ governmentcrore. Insﬂ'aunorr\]alkcredlt |sdnow knuclkle galmble, juggling from the default of a debtor A debut in 2018. Priced at almost 4
Khongwir, has in a letter to hi is glued to th i mired in thickets of red tapeever-larger loans at usuriou . .

the Chief Minister Mr respective offices attendingndia Debt Investment blocked by bankers whointerest rates, in the hope thahe village economy,” he
Sangma requested that theo Assembly matters. Sin eSurvey 2012, nearly 48% are bedeviled by a highlysomeday a bumper harvesjrote. “By charging vehicle that would be owned by

months between Novembethe moths between May andarmers across the countrycontaminated creditwill allow them to clear their exgorbitant interest rates or ) )

and May be left free of October ~ re monsoontook loans from informal culture. Hence, moneydebts — so they can take ouby inducing the peasant oeveryone, anytime soon. Yet it does
Assembly sittings to themonths, and developgdsgyrces such aslenders continue to thrive.new ones. This pattern hagiccept larger credits than

maximum possible" for works are generall moneylenders and Farming distress hadlefta trail of human wreckage he can manage, the mo eyset a benchmark and a tone for the

facilitating the timely impeded, the timings of the . :
mplementation of projects, Assembly could be adustedaeoras; The number hadattracted a new t}{ﬁign‘;gtuggeo?‘{ﬁlogg’fe?n'%?dchéi"'erggggscif;, hasten tefyture, a sign of the things to come.
schemes and programmes igo that the debates could bg3os in 2001. Amona f i iSDOS dh hold indebted o Wi : i
it oA - g farmerswith some disposable castand household indebtednesgeasant is dispossessef.’Elsewhere in the US backed b
the State. Mr Khongwir saidtaken up for 30 or 40 days |N\yho owned land parcels— from shopkeepers,published by the Reserve.yea P i e | e e g they
)
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in his letter that wheneverJune-July.
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A Critique Of the publicity and awareness ono the success stories and Philip Marwein, factor in choosing theas well. Even Dalits are not aeroplane IS being built.
IBDLP! the progralmmes through thehe credit is hijacked by Viaemail President. This has indeedree from regressive Dalit|-
L print and electronic media for|BDLP! Hence, the partial brought a very pertinentinferiority - complex as was . .
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; including Mumbai and minutes. The first partner
creation through

There are offices at theduring the last two years but Editor; . credentials of a person in thehemselves starteld _ and = -
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Development” by HH facilitation centres at thelivelihood transformation on 0?3 more harm than goognd plural country? Orpotentiality just after a few ke Guwahati are finding it * wh 1P
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of ST that this Livelihood cENtres (offices). Anotherauthorities may say that theomplete ban on  theyhich has a rainbow of That was  why topography and by 2020. To develop electric
Programme was launched igSPeCh which is the mosigestation period of thisProduction and sale ofanguages, states, castesjahatma Gandhi wantedunsustainable urbanVTOL vehicles for Elevate
April, 2012 and it has already' portant part, is that mostprogramme is long but fivealcohol, while rechjjcmg totalojtures and religions, can ing Dalit woman as India'sdevelopment at the sameJber is also partnering with
travelled more than fi\/emc _these offices andyears is long enough to Segonlsurrrl]ptlor}, hole's NOko way ignore demographicirst President but histime. In  sum urban aircraft manufacturers like
years. The concept an acilitation centres hardly the results on the ground!mp_lybtl at alco t0t 'Svthf”e-d-e”“a's of a person in &yggestion was turnedtransportation will soon Aurora Flight Sciences,
purpose of the Integrate each out to the towns andyhat is the use of having"’“’a'aI ? in 3”3(1%%.9- - "$olitical space. Indeed, alljown. At a public addregstransform from a problem to Pipistrel Aircraft, Embraer,
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But somehow, it has lost itePProach the facilitationthem if results are not''Mo1. 1€ ERIOTCEMEN: Yeredentials. Every state oRepyplic will be a chastedrawing board. And one  Yet flying cars will bring
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Presidential Poll

Test for party
alllances?

“Can there be a love which does not
make demands on its object?”
--- Mangnu Hirschfield

The Shillong Times

SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2017

India’s fatal flaw
THE biggest problem of India is that it has not le
off the colonial baggage. Fair skin is premiu
foreigners are always treated better than India
any hotel or social gathering. We swoon over
white skin so much so that Fairness creams for
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m; The official
ouncement of the

1gﬂ&idential candidates by

tthe NDA and Opposition

after much speculation andMLAs differs from State to Kumar. Each party and in however, odd it appears

hothous wait has set the ballState as it is related to thesome cases, each factiobhe background of th

dmgg for a reality check. population of concernedwithin a party has its ownNuclear Deal issue i

women and men are one of the fastest selling pro increase in the numberStates and to the numbereason. Politics of alliancewhich it assumed a
eoppolitical parties and firm of Assembly constit- comes into play, but notideological posture an

in the market. And then there is the last vestig _ T ture
. o establishment of coalition yencies in that State. Thealliance dharma’. earned the admiration
colonial hang-up which is represented by so-callgflitics, election of the value of one MLAS vote is For the BJP and theseveral non-communist
; ; ; L Rrasident is in a way a testcalculated as TotalCongress alone, it is alt has to choose an al
elite, haUte_ clubs with avery strict dress code g ﬁssurvival of current population of the State orcontest between theimow who is less
clothes define a person or his character. In the|latidnces and opportunityUnion  Territory/Total candidates. For others, it is @compatible rather than

. L _for re-alignment. number of elected membergjuestion of supporting orlike-minded colleague.
of Gandhi who walked around only with his dhoti IS From the beginning, thereof the State divided byopposing the candidates Mayawati's  BSH

P : : been no sincere or,000. The value of eachfielded by the two, or initially pledged suppor
|t|ncongrl.Jous thata club should define the dre ggjious effort to find a MLA vote of each State isremaining in or leaving theto NDA nominee on th
the colonial masters as the accepted dress cogomﬁrens%al Canﬁldate-calculated and then theblock with which they are bﬁSls odea}gt identity, BLE

. ontest between the twototal value of votes of all presently associated. changed siaes once
men and the sari and other formal western dréss@®  groups  looked MLAs of all States  The biggest surprise isannounced a candidal
for women. In a country that is so diverse and

{pgVitable. Indeed, contestaggregated.
_ ) as been the rule and The value of the vote ofsupport NDA nominee whothe qualification of bein
several cultural outfits that are equivalent to [theopposed hsek;;]ctmn adnteach MP is equal to thehappened to be the Biha® Wlom'ani Ith pfr_o\li?
gt " .l exception that happenedwotal value of votes of all Governor. For the Congresgonclusively the fic
national” dress for those who wear them, i dﬁlly'once in presidential MLAs of all States/total which is hoping to cement anature ~ of  politica
ridiculous to chase a lady out who was invited tq gHeetion. That was in 1977number of elected memberglock for, 2019 Generaldecisions.
_ when Neelam Sanjiva Reddyof MPs of LS and RS. Thus Election, it is a shock. Itofficially
up market Delhi Golf Club only because she wasitminated by the Janatathe total value of votes oftriggered a war of wordssupport to Congre
i i L Party was elected afterall the elected members ofvithin the ruling grand nominee, there are seve
an attire that the club officials could not recognize|@g.rnal Emergency when Parliament will be equal toalliance in Bihar. within the Samajwadi Par
being Indian or national. But more than the d dgg Congress was inthe total value of votes of For the onlookers, thein favour of the NDA
. receding tide. all the MLAs of all the break coming soon after thecandidate. Thei
those in charge of the club perhaps gauged the sockadters being Parliament States. This is intended tanational “political summit” of performance will she
i bers of Lok Sabha andsecure parity between thexon-NDA leaders at thefurther light on th
status of the Khasi lady, a governess to the son @Eg2 s pha and MLAS 0f Srtoe oad o e, xpiihtiny. eatharme. "accoherence of the party
lady doctor- entrepreneur based in London, by Bér States and Unionthis way, the total value ofKarunanidhi’s residence in The hopelessly divide

. . . Territories, building majority votes of 776 MPs isChennai, it is an interestingAlADMK cannot but
dress, which they thought did not merit here a luneh e

: e - .| af alliances fiercely pursueds, 49,408.
atthe high table. The culturally iliterate Club officiz day. It necessarily A noteworthy feature of alliance politics which is of the DMK, its rival, with

had no business to chase away an invitee whq iwgves coming together of presidential poll is thatalready riddled  with the Congress. Freedom
. . . | many parties -- many ofthere is no provision foruncertainties. The party alsghoice for all the faction
wearing a dress that is the honour and pridet regional. issuing party whip andopenly expressed that it willof the party was clos
; : yElectors in the hence there is no scope fobe good for Bihar — a sounceven before PM’s call t
Meghalaya and of Khasi W_O_manhOOd' AccordllaQESidential election includeanti-defection law to play aargument but unrelated tdhe Tamil Nadu CM o
to the doctor employer, Tailin Lyngdoh, her sgrigl20 MLAs of 31 States +role. ~ Members  arepolitical alliance. Spec-Amit Shah’s approach ¢
L 776 MPs (543 Lok Sabhatechnically free to vote ulations on the future of thePanneerselvam faction,
governess was also invited for the lunch and was&if 233 Rajya Sabhaaccording to their wish. grand alliance of Bihar haveDinakaran’s  person

cmbers) belonging toThe hold is party discipline, started even as the temporargalculations of advanta
ther'e as. an appendage.‘ S(_) to ask Lyngdoh toyfeh e parties. They areand bondage within by anycharacter of political teams ig{la going with the rulin
outis to insult those who invited her. divided among '\tlgi twg effective tie-- voluntary or well known. BJIP. Wlhlile Ir?caéllestrTcg
. . major teams --- and involuntary-- serves to Loss of the JD(U) for the parties like the ,
Itis good that the doctor has taken up this matei — the neutral group, discourageycross voting. UPA is compensaste)d by theTRS and TMC can affor
in the right quarters. The news has gone viral pfgf fence sitters for this Inapplicability of whip support ~ of ~ Trinamool to make their independe
) . . _Indirect presidential became the instrument ofCongress--arch enemy of th€hoice, others like th
social media and has been picked up by the nalmﬁtiqn._ . ber of Indira Gandhi to field VV Congress in West Bengal. |§1DMK witfé| varying
; P ; ; : ajority by number of Giri against the official has also prompted one of itdortunes and many sm
print and television media. Meanwhile the Delhi GQlfere is not the dECiSiVGCongrgss o mines Nee|an$ta|warts’pDigV{j)aya Singh, toparties have to stick t
Club has apologised saying the matter could é"féﬁpr in this election. It is a Sanjiva Reddy in 1969. Hercall upon “all progressive their present partners.
L rather complicated appeal for “conscienceforces” to wage a united fight There may b
been handled better. How? This is a poor atte pir'at\metical exercise yote” succeeded inagainst the BJP and the RS&oalition dharma”, bu

; e P signed to ensure parityelevating her candidate a®n the basis of issues andghere is no “allianc
getting out of a difficult situation and the matterSh'ﬁatween the Union andthe President. However,deology. He reminded thedharma”. The pattern

not be allowed to rest there! Can a country whé&@tes and to take intothe price paid by the partygathering of nine political alliances taking shape f
o 4 account relative populationwas the great split andparties “not to convert athe presidential pol
the class division is so sharp really call itselfs&e represented by themore than that, a permanenpolitical fight into a mere shows that re-alignmen

voters. Each vote carries ities” of parties is possible a
democracy! blot on the party. clash of personalities”. p p

weightage, which is the The transitory character The TMC support for highly probable also fo
| LOOKING BACK |

value of votes. The value ofof political party alliances UPA or Biju Janata Dal’s 2019 Lok Sabha election
March 27, 1989

By S Saraswathi

already facing blea
future, seems compelled

the vote of every MP isis being reaffirmed andsupport for NDA are - INFA .
equal throughout the openly exhibited today insurprises which seem to (The author is Former
country and is far higher extending support to theindicate the kind of surprisesDirector, ICSSR, Ne

Journalists demand Safeguardin () than that of a MLA. two principal contenders --in store in 2019 Lok SabhaDelhi)

citizens' right to information

Distinguished journalist Describing the act as i
and legal experts today'barbarous” Mr Shourig Don'tinterfere

issue that can ignite furymeans become a politicato the aggrieved stude
and violence. History haSideo|ogy of a government.

election. The Left Front

The value of the vote ofRam Nath Kovind and Meirasail with the Congress

the decision of the JD(U) towith the same identity plus

0 easy task in the politics5,49,495 and of MLAs development. For politicalsupport BJP candidate
analysts, it is a lesson ingiven the strong alliance

Power ForAll

Right resolve,
but tough

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

The government’s generation on capacity and
resolve to provide electricitya new transparent policy for
to every household in thefuel supply for thermal
Country by May next year ispower ~ plants. It s
'well meaning but achievingunderstood that India will set
the target seems rathepp 7000 MW of nuclear
Ptough. There are still 300capacity with 10 units of
Nmillion people in the countryindigenous  pressurised
Nwho are starved ofheavy water reactor
delect_ncny, as stated bytechnology, according to
pfPresident Mukherjeepower Minister Piyush
srecently in Kolkata. And Goyal. This marks India’s
yeven though the work ispiggest expansion in nuclear

moving in the right direction power. Currently 6780 MW
aat a steady pace, it may takgjjl| be a flagship ‘Make in

another year or at least ningngia’ project. However, as
more months to accomplishpgigenous sources would
t the target. _ be marshalled without any
o At the same time, everkyreign tie-up, the results

[ this would be a g i
t . .may be encouraging as there
chievement for the Modig ¢ expectations of

t@é’%‘*&%’?&?i’é anier & now erachieving economies of
3cale and generation of over

However, to receive . .
sustained power supply forj?OBb,gOO direct and indirect
at least four hours a day fo One has to admit that the

every household will take
longer at least in Somedevelopment on renewable

regions. Indeed, sustaine¢®4fc€s of power has been
su%ply of power is essentiaP". the right track and Indian
sas education spreads and sgientists and_engineers
also micro entrepreneuriad€Serve credit. On the other
units which get set up inha@nd, the technology for

residential places in theco@l-based power
villages. generation has to be

The emphasis on nondmproved so as to cut down
conventional uses of powelc0Sts and use local coal after
is well known and the Washing them. Low emission
country has moved ahead it€chnology of such power
generation of solar powerPlants is needed as we
However, there is ancannot increase our carbon
ongoing debate whether weemission any further.
should opt for nuclear or The renewable era has

olar power. The former wagegun and electricity
Ognvisaged about a decadgeneration in the villages

back when it was less costlyvould be from medium level
dthan solar power, but nowsolar plants that would be
the situation has changedcost effective and long
With induction of latest lasting. In fact, roof tops
technology, solar power isover apartments have to be
now less costly than N-used for solar power
Ipower. generation in a big way that
e During the UPAera, itwascould meet at least 40 to 50
stated that nuclear poweper cent of their power
would cost no more than Rseeds.

 2.50 per unit but presently The government is in the
the negotiated tariff at theprocess of restarting the
two new Russian reactors aétalled hydro power projects
Kudankulam 3 and 4 is Rsand increase the wind
6.30 per unit. The cost ofenergy production target to
power of the new reactorsso GW by 2022 from the
of Areva would not be lesscyrrent 20 GW. One cannot
than Rs 7 per unit. deny the fact that the
_These rates are muchountry needs considerable
higher than the presenipyestment to build a reliable
pricing of solar power which gnq adequate energy supply
(o & maximum OBRS 3 tod.RSchain. Resources currently
3.50 per unit and, according|iqcated to energy supply
|rt° experts, may further comen gy ot be sufficient for
down to around Rs 2.50 Peharrowing the between

sunit by the early next year.
dOne may mention here thagnergy needs and energy

rthe 500 MW Bhadla Solar vailability.

: : : With demand for energy
Park in Rajasthan saw price :
drop to Rs 2.44 per unit, WeIIarOWIng at the rate of 8 to 9

below thermal tariffs or evenPS" CeNt against production
the average Rs 3.20 per unl{!¢r€asing at around 3 per
rate of the National Thermal€Nt reaching electricity to
Power Corporation (NTPC).tN€ common man  at

A point that needs to b affordable costs is the

e’
mentioned here is that a_plggest challenge before the
solar is dependent on th

government. India had
sun, which is available for

K
it

t assured that it would be in a

position to meet its non-

i P : H and preventing them fromsay 12 hours or so, h
?heemgggeendgsr?é‘ﬁ?l;(?rgflf?cgigalofsal?h|t §hould|.btehcr:jaltlengd Wlth re||g|0n ample lessons to teach us Yours etc., availing the remediesintermittency will be a fossil fuel-based energy
information through suitabletar? i j?umg e NO tea " d | on this matter. What the BJP Barnes Mawrie sdb, against erratic evaluationproblem  when  solartarget if it got adequate
constitutional enactment.|a\?vlrer rfﬁ ?{2' il S?bgl ana language govemment is trying to do Viaemail and also for re-assessih@eneration starts accountinginancial and technological
"Journalists whose missiongp Y d th ﬁ A in many states of India their performance infor 15 to 20 per cent ofSupport, the chances of
_Journ . observed that the Act was : today is exactly meddling A : : : overall supply of power. Which appear somewhat
itis to inform, are particularly "unconstitutional” as therg ~ Editor ~_ with the religious beliefs of 11 VIS-@-VIS ~ improving their answer P Che Caaemote with the US exitin
handicapped by the absencgere no norms, no definitioh _ There are certain so Thegso called “ahar presentation. Such [aThus, we may be some]from the Paris aceord g9
of such legislation and haveand no criteria about gcalled “delicate |ssues”pa F;i”'is a eu hemismgfor Students situation had indeegdistance away from that. Thouah foreian aid in this
a special responsibility todocument coming under the/Vhich should be treated a orged conv%rsion to forced some of the HOWeVer, many IOW_COStdirectio%l has gbeen rather
press for its immediatepurview of the Act. sacrosanct and which by n induism. Manv Dalits  Editor students to go fof Smﬁftl _p?|!CleS and'nsi nificant. there has o be
enactment” participants  Calling for talking the] means ought to be interfere - Many ' ___litigation and the judicia technological improvementsinsig ,

; 1 with. Two of such issues ard'@ve been enticed to come The Right to Information S ; { can be initiated to improveconstant endeavour to
ghserved at the seminar omatter to the court, Mr Sibal Wi ack to Hinduism throughAct, 2005 (RTI Act) is the d€Cisions were in theirge’ o for ¢ ensure that experimentation
"Right to Information and suggested the setting up jof€ligion and language. . : ghAct, 5 ( ct) is the favour € grid tor tomorrow. p L

many incentives andmost pivotal legislation ' A report by the Ministry has to be carried out in all

Official Secrets Act" here by a board of experts to reviejWhenever these issues ar

he Delhi - Union Sometimes even by threatsensuing to secure rights of '€ APex Court in th

The attempt to impose &he citizens to have access téase of CBSE vs Adity
religious ideology, namely, information under the control>2ndopadhayay — an
hat of the sacredness okt hyplic authorities with others observed that t

e cow, on all citizens of gy e exceptions to€Valuated answer-she
India, is another form of i\ mation which are barred®'€ covered under t
religious interference. Whyunder the said Act. It iSdef|n|t|on of “information”
should a Muslim or a . htl id that inf d[reported in (2011) 8 SC
Christian be compelled to'3N!Y said that an informe £97.]. Now the studen

orship the cow just citizenry is the backbone o re  entitled to ge
ecause we live in Hindusuccessful democracy. RTEhotocopies of thei
RTI. This would facilitat

of the documents for interfered with, there has
Journalists (DUJ). classification as confidentiglalways  been  violent
They called for a or top secret. In his openi greactions by the affected
democratic action” not only remarks DJA president Mrgroups. Decades back, th
by the journalist fraternity galbit K. Punj said there wascentral government tried to
but also by the professionaly pressing’ need to reimpose Hindiin South India
bodies and the intelligentsiaayamine the Official Secretswhich met with violent
of the country to compel thepct, the Contempt of Couftresistance resulting in
Government to concede toact and the law with regarfdisdain for the national
meitr t(rj]ematr)ds. Obser]r;/ingto parliamentary privileges.language. In the 1970s th
at the citizens' right of These |aws, he said, wefeAssam government tried to" == 2 has been an important too -
access to official information impediments to free flow o impo_se Assamese l-anguagg]p?#l(i)()r:ltyifcrc:atljigitcr)ﬁ.s l!)r(]alirgf)s/ for the citizen to tr))e informed nswer scripts under t
was indispensable to thenformation.” Eminent on tribal communities and F others are not respectedbout the public affairs
unfettered functioning of |5yyer Mr Rajiv Dhawar| the result was a demand fo I even interfered E)Nith thereby them to re-assess th
India's Democracy, thegaid the Government wascessation from Assam an here is bound to be saccountability

= . ud t _ . and ; i
pob}][}'cﬁg’la”tss‘;%':‘eetg thatAg:emBusmg the Act to terrorisethe creation of separatg, o \which may lead totransparency  in the'fmpfrotve their perfct:grmagc
. . . A% the journalists exposing thestates. - L or future examination.
\F/)v?trﬁcitilsarg\//veltes isnectlo(r)lv\fglresGovernment's misdeeds. These days, the We_sg??ﬁg'rhaetilg :)?S#gtsibr;raqoosr%%r\]/%tr'r?mgr?t of the the irony that in our stat
Was a maior o?)stgclpe woihs  Cinemalicence Bengal Government iSgi e attairs should keep in. When the RTI is viewed 720 students are n

J stirring the hornet’s nest by aware of this right.

free flow of information and mind that they shouldyis-a-vis students, its scope

SUSpendedfOI‘pOSSGSSintrying to impose Bengali My suggestion is th

should forwith be repealed. [ trpecnever interfere  with and  ambit has bee

Any new law taking itg place censored film language on the_hill mbesre”gion& cultures or guestioned. There was a timnthe- Boards and _th
hould iselv defi T ) of Darjeeling. This haslanguages of  otherd : ®niversities functioning i
should ~precisely delin€  The district magistrate of caused a revival of the when Boards andoyr state may enlighte

tcommunities. These ar
a Separalaliowed grounds for everyq dents to have acc

We e ;
g a lot of vioIencegrOUp of people which h

national security and publickamryp Mr U N Bhuyan has demand for @niversities did not allo
interest so that these termgyspended the licence pGorkha Land

W itS the students about th

: ess 1fght to get photocopies
eir own answer Scriptsipeir res

i ¢ ! . pective answ
misdeeds H "?‘(?da week from today. Theand unrest in these h|||feh\?eurleddbe ﬁaspe;:tid a}[g ven after the declaration ofcripts by uploadin
misgovernment they said. action followed the seizureregions. | am sure if the e the 1 the results. Such practicetification in this regar

Indian Express editor-in- of seven reels of the fil rememper the famous

government tries t0 pursugaying “fools rush wherecontinued even after thep its official web-site an
this policy, it is going to angels fear to tread.” A wise€nforcement of RTI Act, 20053|s0 get such informatio
create more chaos in th%overnment is one thatfor the reason that any moveyinted at the reverse si

region and many moregnows how to respect andnade by the students seekingf examination admit car
innocent lives will be lost. preserve the seculaPhotocopies — of  theirof the students.

‘ Trying to interfere with characteristic of a nationrespective answer scripts Yours etc.,
he religious beliefs of Religious or linguistic were resisted by Universities
people is another delicatg§omanticism should by noand Boards causing hardship

chief Mr Arun Shourie said “The Worm in the App|e"

it was now more imperativefrom the hall on April 3 las
that the common men haveyy the district administratio
the right to official for showing obsence
information, especially asportionof the film censure
the Government had beerby the censor board unde

going on several issueshe Indian Cinematograph
disclosed in public. Act 1952.

promoting performance and further fo

of New and Renewableareas of renewable energy --
Energy stated that thenot just solar but also

country increased itsnuclear, wind and hydro
€&apacity for solar energypower -- to ensure
tproduction by about 5.5 GWeconomies  of  scale.

ebetween April 2016 andMoreover, modernisation of
March 2017 against a targethermal power plants and
of 12 GW. Thus achievingusing indigenous coal
the target of 100 GW by 2022yithout importing it has to
appears to be too ovebpe ensured in the not-too-
ambitious. , distant future.
e The solar revolution has A nation develops when
yet to take place, power is available to all of
jpotwithstanding the Metroits citizens. As education
in Kerala, and predictionsspreads far and wide and as
reveal that after a decade, thentrepreneurship develops
situation is expected toat the grass-root level, there
improve. Thus, the target foris need for electricity in all
generation of 100 gigawatthouseholds. It is indeed
lof solar power by 2022 maydistressing that though we
not be achieved. The entirdhave completed 70 years of
t scientific community hasindependence, the
been galvanised to accepgeneration has only picked
the challenge and moreup only in the last few years.
nsincere action by the States Power can empower the
infs necessary. Moreoverpation and thus the
fimplementation of roof-top endeavour of the
(Solar is taking place at agovernment is noteworthy.
much slower place and itBut the selection of sources
seems unlikely that theneeds to be drawn, keeping
government would achievein view the cost factor. India
its 40 GW target by 2022, ags a nation where around 55
%er a report by the PGDper cent of the population
hamber of Commerce andelong to the poor and the
Industry. economically weaker
Meanwhile, there aresections and they have to be
reports of the governmentprovided electricity at
having approved Rs 70,00Gubsidised rates. Nothing
crore  nuclear energyshort will suffice. ---INFA

t
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“Can there be a love which does not
make demands on its object?”
--- Mangnu Hirschfield
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Eternal vigilance

ON the 42nd anniversary of the declaration
Emergency in 1975, Prime Minister Narendra M
emphasised the need for eternal vigilance as the
of liberty. But this is perhaps one-sided conside
what happened to the teenager, Junaid Khan
was killed in a train as he was going home after d
his Eid shopping. The murder was said to have

caused by a dispute over seats. But the aggre

Vol No: LIX No. 317

defended themselves saying that Junaid Khan a

his companions ate beef which made them 4
national. The Prime Minister should be asked if ete
vigilance should not be applicable to members o
minority community who are often victims of su
atrocities. In actual fact, he and BJP Chief Minis
of states preserve a convenient silence over suck
murders. Rajasthan appears to be the only exce
The BJP government at the Centre shoulg
particularly concerned as these murderers incitg
communal passions argue that they are carryin
the wishes of the government and even of Pi
Minister Modi.

Why do the Prime Minister and his party not co
outin the open with articulate condemnation of S
heinous acts? They should make it clear tha
perpetrators of such crimes are not doing s
pursuance of their policy. Action to punish the kil

should be swift and drastic. There should be no attgrgk dinated with both to Darjeeling in 2005. All the the entire development modeintegrity of Bengal.

on faiths, ethnicities and castes. The atrocity
blighted the traditional Eid Milan this year is tra
and shameful and no better than the repressive [
under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's Emerger
The BJP government has to answer for the untir
death of Junaid Khan.

| LOOKING BACK |

March 27, 1989

Assam govt willing on central
representative in talks

The Assam Governmentencourage subversiv
is willing to have a central activities in the state. A Stal
representative in  theGovernment release and N
discussions  with  thePilot assured Mr Phukan ¢
agitating All Bodo Students’all assistance in resolvin
Union to help resolve thethe problem. Mr Phukan alg
Bodo problem. The Statediscussed with Mr Pilot, wh
Government was not makings chairman of the AICC (I
it a “prestige issue”Assam coordination committee fo
Home Minister Mr Bhrigu Assam, the implementatio
Kumar Phukan told Ministerof the AssamAccord. Mr
of State for SurfacePhukan regretted that th
Transport Mr Rajesh Pilotsite for setting up thg
here today. proposed central universit

Mr Phukan requested thehad been selected witho
Congress(l) not to consulting his Governmen

Gorkhaland Would Complete
Geographical Definition of the
North-East Region

of
od

IThe

rm‘asion in the last 30 yearsextended to most of thepour maximum resources td]atlona' and international
\b,fg.@%‘time in a much more regions in the North Eastthe terai and the plains ang€velopment ang
I, sweeping _andby the British India was set up institutions like nVestments
gﬁqg&rmined manner. Peopleactually the recognition of Mahakuma Prishad andCuld attempt to go tp
seem to have taken thets uniqueness withinSiliguri-Jalpaiguri arjeeling. This round of
DE2@Bership. There are fiveBengal. Development Boards.
S%rgggy reasons attributed Demands were  Fourth, in the last five
S new movement.  vociferously made years of GTA, it cried hoars
rﬁjrst, the idea of including before the Simonabout the power and
autonomous councils like Commission and the Statéfunctions that were promise
ADbfjeeling Gorkha Hill Reorganization Committeein the Tripartite Agreement.
Comlmcil (DGHC)in 1988 and in early 1950s. Over theThe state government jusPve’ the cudgels qf
W@ present Gorkhalandyears,” this demanddid not bother as it found the?ditation. They come fro
fgégitorial Administration acquired much moreGTA leadership incapable ofAC'0SS various
A) as a solution to dynamic dimensions delivering goods, corrupt an(éc_)mmunltles - Marwaris,
cHatehood has failed andncluding the national disruptive and of course nopiharis, Bengalis, Koche-
collapsed. Both DGHC security angle as this is then tune with the ideals ofMeches, Rajbonshis
[@Fler Subash Ghising andonly district that has threeTrinamool Congress. Wha divasis and Gorkhag.
&Tﬁbunder Bimal Gurung international borders with really offended the hill people he mainstream political
I red from the sameBangladesh, Bhutan andand Gorkha Janmukti Morcha@rties are nowhere to I
tgerﬁ deprived in every China too. In fact, the entiredesperately trying to plandocal, national — and

rbgpect: handing over ofNorth East region of Indiaand cultivate its own castdnternational media is

likely to be more fierce and

eV

a

(ﬁi{ﬁed departments, poweris connected by this districtbased Development Board§'ajor boost to the
tions, finance, through Chicken Neckthat divided the entire hillmovement.
community into bits and The  Left  Front

33? tations and externalcorridor.
gglort. Both the Chairmen Third, the last 30 yearspieces. Instead of revivinggovernment had called t
ireDGHC and GTA as theirhave clearly shown that thethe constitutionally providedGNLF movement 'anti
personal fiefdom without Bengal government'sinstitution of three-tier national' that ignited it to
any plans, audits andinterestin Darjeeling is only Panchayati Raj as elected@ flown blown conflict in
rﬁﬁaluatlon. They remainedskin deep. It continues tojnstitution of delivery, the 1980s. The Trinamoaql
ally unaccountable andtreat most parts of Trinamool GovernmentGovernment agai
ngdond any scrutiny. Both Darjeeling and the Dooarsstarted  funding thesebrought someg
ecame the symbol ofas an 'internal colony'. Thisynelected and make-shiftinbelievable notions gf
thogence, fear and revengeattitude was reflected mostBoards  without  even'insurgents” and “foreig
and opted for safer optionclearly in the way the bothering about long termhands”. If this state
QofNsending members ofgovernment tried to consequences in the regiongsonstructed
e;Ii:ﬁrllament from outside thehurriedly impose the Sixth cyltural ecology.
Is. Bengal Government Schedule  status  on More seriously this turnedoe more fatal to the
I
literall
'second

systematically demolish economic activities into total incrementalism andamounts
tthall-known institutions. Al including tea, cinchona, patronisation and the fiefdomwelcoming

kl}e_se created a deep senseurism and educationalstarted shifting to the Chiefpartition of Bengal'. The
) insecurity among the hubs literally became sick.Minister of Bengal from the emergence of 2
@ﬁ-eyle. Neither GorkhalandFor the = Gorkhaland 'Chief Minister of dangerously communal
wa in  sight  nor agitators, this proved to beGorkhaland'. The clash wasutfit like 'Amra Bangali
Chgvelopment ever the last straw. The three-tiefinevitable. Bengal's thinkinghad actually exacerbate:
h gpened. People at largePanchayati  Raj  wasabout the hills became morghe situation during 2007-
N6LY both ways. disbanded in Darjeelingmyopic and action rather2011.

Second, if Jharkhand,hills in early 1990s and thepetty and condemnable. Gorkhaland, as the 30t
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarhdevelopment funds to ruralMeanwhile, GIMM brought State of India, will be ong
and Telengana couldareas, including teathe BJP for the second tim@f the most developelc
happen without much fuss,gardens, literally dried.to Bengal's crucial northerrstates in the country. This
why not ~Gorkhaland? Hardly ~any central entry point by successfullystate can generate million
Gorkhaland as a new statgyovernment projects supporting its candidate forof dollars by just managing
would complete  the reached there. The steadyhe Lok Sabah election inthe economic transaction:
geographical definition of rise of Sikkim economically 2009 and 2014. Its largein the border areas
the North-East region. If has had a serious effect omamification in the stateDarjeeling, as a brand-
Sikkim and Assam are partsthe Darjeeling region. politics was very palpablename, is well known all
of the North-east, then whyEvery one there now feelsyhen the Chief Minsterover the world. If rightl
giot  the  contiguous that the only way to ensurestarted frequentingrepositioned, it would
ddarjeeling district and the development for the hill Darjeeling hills during all attract a large number ¢
npooars? = The political people is to let them have &easons.” The number ofulti-national companieks

istory of the demand for constituent state of theiryisits she made to the hillsand both domestic anc

orkhaland dates back toown. during 2011-2017 could beforeign investments.
907. The memorandum Both the Gorkhaland equivalent to what all the [The author is the
submitted by the Hillmen's agitation of 1980s and Chief Ministers of Bengal didFounding Vice
Association to Sir Samuelduring 2007-2011 coveredin the last 65 years. Sadly, althancellor of Central
IrHoare, the Secretary of Statehe terai and plains ofthese visits had only plethoraniversity of Sikkim and
for India, on October 25, Sjliguri and also the Dooarsof announcements andiso a former member of
M 930, states in detail why theregion of Jalpaiguri district. [iterally nothing on the National Security
hill people wanted to remain However, while signing the ground. Advisory Board of
:Q)UISIde. Bengal.  The Tripartite agreements both™ Finally, DGHC and GTA Government of India. Hé
*bestowing of ‘'partially the leaders totally sidelinedstole the most valuable timaeaches at the Jawaharlal
Yexcluded area’ status tothese deprived in the lives of two generationNehru University and
UDarjeeling district in the geographies. Meanwhile,of talented youths. The levehlso at the Sichua
tpattern of 'excluded area'the Bengal Government didof frustration is peaking with University in China]

to
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TOTHE EDITOR

SCC - messengers
of peace and love

in our city.
problem in the city

Editor increasing by the day and

Apropos the report, " APOSes grave danger to the
prop P lives of citizens. The daily

ommute on the roads of
hillong is becoming longe

family's pilgrimage of love to
the temple of music (ST Jun
26, 2017), | was surprised t ;

and more grueling day b

know of the coverage abou . X A
our short but memorabled@y: This depicts the failur

visit to Shillong last week and
then to read it in the online . ’
edition of The Shillong With growing developmen
Times. The Shillong Chambefctivities in the city. In fact
Choir goes beyond musi
and while there is no doub
that they are blessed wit
musical genius, they ar
wonderful people - full of
warmth and love. My family
and | plan to repeat thi
"pilgrimage" often. The
Shillong Chamber Choir is
not just a gift to our nation
but they are clearly
messengers of peace a
love wherever they travel. and

Shillong has a treasure fo o pjcjes * This  create
the world to enjoy. | sure will problems  for traffic

be back for more. management and leads

Yours etc. :
. ' delays in movement o
Nagaraj Prasadhtrafﬁé/_

Sukhumvit Soi 13
Bangkok 10110
Thailand

e

gvery day on most of th

double compared to th

Snorm numbers. Anothe

private/person

role of Government

Traffic snarls - some me: De i
. e

Serious cause of canstruction of new ro
concern existing roads network an

Editor, most importantly

Through the esteemedtonstruction of flyovers

column of your newspaper, land also promoting trafficcomplexion and also fromitis a
want to draw the attention ofrules through educationsNorth India to score overjs ey
the concerned authoritiemdvertisements and strictheir counterparts in nationalminimum support price Act of 2002. But now it is

towards the traffic problemenforcement. And, last butpolitics.

It's a fact that the traffic people to walk and cycle.
is

of public transportations
infrastructure to keep pace

tudies have shown, morés C ¢ _elie ¢
han twenty five thousandWe swoon over white skin,GDP resulting in slowing travellin

I%/ehicles are plying almos

important corridors of themen are one of th
city, which is more thanselling

major cause is that the citypaggage” be
roads are characterized byuggested by your editoria
'mixed traffics, which include
huses, trucks, maxi taxisobsession with white Aryan
ree wheelers, two wheeler@ncestry. It is because oflefaulters often escapgjefaulters cabinet cleared
alsuch obsession that oufasily from the regulator'sney ordinance to speed u

Now, what should be thenon-Aryan
in many parts of our country.
controlling traffic in the city? Whereas a German evelﬁg
To meet this serious crisiswith poor knowledge of
some measures can be takdenglish gets our admiration

onstruction of new roads|ike features (sharp nose agnvard to obviate fa
foot bridges, widening of well as white complexion etc.)eed to look at the h

not the least encouraging Yours etc., difficult situations often opened loan restructuri
Sujit De,

. Yours etc., Kolkata to reduction or complete menace of NPAs.

is Shyamal Dey, waiver of loans. What we |f this continues the

need ia policy for long termphoth NPAs as well als

effectiveness. restructured loans of
India’s stress assets ar@anks may stand at 10p

nearing 10 lakh crore. Vijay of Gross NPA. And PS

shillong -1 N PA crisis and
Obsession with farmers' woes

r

y fair skin! Edit Mallya packed his bags,panks are the worst hit.
e itor, purchased a flight ticket andThey reported sharp fall dn
Editor, mounting bad loans or Nonpaye peen difficult in China. Rs 1.14 lakh crore of ba

Your editorial, "India's Performing Assets (NPA) of The country has toughene
right in pointing out that cumulative effect on our gefaulters, barring them frompetween 2013 and 2015
by flights to high ; isioni ; d

S0 much so, that fairnessredit flow to industry. Our speed t?air%ls, getting |0%n%‘3&??&'2&3?%&%%%r
reams for both women andountry needs stable angnqd credit cards or evenyrofits, The gravity of th

e fastesgound banking system foryomotions. Can India thi”kproblém is such that
products in thehealthy growth of the ahout isolating  thesefinance ministry and RBJ
emarket. This is not justéconomy. A loan accountyefaylters through strict may consider setting up
rbecause of our "colonialb€comes sub-standard angagylations? The biggest
as has beelf called NPA, if a borrower hindrance to effective
does not pay threegperation of Indian lenders
ourinstalments continuously.qot choked by ballooning of

The big  corporate NpA. To crack down on loan

t

eC

‘bad bank' to deal with this
.There may be one ti
settlement  for  big
defaulters leading to write-
off of NPAs. At the same
&ime pushing more lending
Ro Agriculture sectors
3Small and Mediu

g . R
andEnterpnses (SMEs) will

ut because of

canner despite clarion cal\pa resolution process in
y lenders. They havetime bound manner: windin
of companies

sbrothers and sisters fronﬁ
North East in spite of theird. dl ken f
tbaving fair complexion faced!verted loans taken foryp

fracial comments  like SPECIfic purposes by usingecovery of secured loansPrOMOte start-ups - andg
; ; < regulatory backlash. And . ~entrepreneurship
"Chinky" (ie a person with thg plightyof Sy far-merSAmeno_Iment of banking programme towards
features) in. regulation act will empower keeping the India

is India’s bitter seeds withpp| to take action against

assive crop failure andgefaylters under bankruptc
rmers' suicide in the low

rainfall region of southern/

,as "Sahib!" It is his Aryan lc';err]w(tjrglréndlas.h%%tlthovt and

D Yindia  will - flourish.
code. RBI recently identified Investing in programmels

50 big corporate defaultersIike watershed projeqt

amounting to 25% of gross_: : .
comeNPA and s planning to fssueMight bring oases in the
rmers'girections to banks to file for 'OW rainfall regions tha

dthat attracts our admirationevery season.
Such bias in our mindsetgriculture

, helps politicians with a fair contributes 16% of GDP butpost_demonetisation. Ear"erharvest.

pity that farm producepank took years to recover
en sold below thethe assets under SARFAESI

Yours etc.
Kamal Barual
Guwabhati

demand for all the traditional means of
@io&haland has erupted By Mahendra P Lama livelihood getting
once again. This is the third uprooted. No majo

movement is, therefore,

rome. Bengal keptNepal and little north with (GJM) was the Chief MinisterSe€en now. The presence|qi

gaspire for a home land, like

doans had been written gff2nY
S

e‘and law abiding communit

economy upbeat and then

Darjeelingis
clamouring for
statehood

By K.K.Muktan

The silent hills of annum from the Chogyal of
Darjeeling are reverberatingSikkim for the purpose of
with clamours once again.sanatorium. For over one
The Bengali languagehundred years Darjeeling

agencisPO”Cy recently announcedwas classed as a 'Non-

by the West Bengalregulated Area’, where the
Government stoked theActs and Regulations of the
latent ember of GorkhalandBritish Raj did not apply.

making the Gorkhas restiveFrom 1935 till independence

iolent as more than arnyonce again with their old of India in 1947 the district
political party it is thig demand for Gorkhaland. It isof Darjeeling enjoyed the
§ritical mass of youth with more than twelve days nowprivilege of a ‘'Partially
no future which has takgnthat the agitation is going Excluded Area’ like some hill

on; three innocent Gorkhasdistricts of the Northeast.
lost their lives in police firing The indigenous people of
; Bimal Gurung, the Chief of Darjeeling like the Gorkhas,
Darjeeling  Gorkhaland Sikkimese, Bhutias and
Territorial Administration Lepchas were allowed to
(DGTA) and his deputies live with their respective
resigned en-masse fromcultures and traditions, least
their offices and burned affected by the plains below.
own the DGTA Accord ; Today, all the North Eastern
e all party meeting held onhill districts which were
13th June including the BJPclassed as 'Partially
unanimously passed aExcluded Areas' became full-
resolution in favour of fledged states under the
Gorkhaland. But Mamata Constitution of India and
anerjee,Chief Minister of are developing according to

est Bengal remainedtheir aspirations. But
conspicuously non- Darjeeling is still a district
committal till date, in under West Bengal, stripped

complete disregard of theof all her autonomy, equity,
volatile situation. As the justice and right to self-
indefinite agitation is determination enshrined in
allowed to prolong, the the Constitution.

demand for Gorkhaland is The demand of
growing louder and Darjeeling Gorkhas for a

narrativespreading wider every dayseparate administrative unit
becomes popular it couldwith

the spontaneousis one of the oldest and has
support from Gorkhas living been hanging fire for more
in other parts of India, like than a century. The first
Delhi, Dehradun, voice raised by them was in
Uttarakhand and Sikkim. 1907 when the Darjeeling
From the Northeast too theHillmans' Association had
Gorkhas of Assam, submitted a memorandum to

The demand was re-iterated in 1917
by submitting another memorandum
to the Secretary of state of India. In
1929 Darjeeling Hillman Association
raised the demand before the Simon
Commission for separation of
Darjeeling from the province of
Bengal. Then again in 1952 the All
India Gorkha League, under the
Presidentship of N.B.Gurung, met
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime
Minister of India at Kalimpong and
prayed for separation of Darjeeling
from Bengal.

Manipur.Arunachal Pradeshthe Morley-Minto Reforms

have joined the bandwagonCommission demanding for
with active support from the a separate administrative
local organisations. unit. The demand was re-

The Gorkhaland conceptiterated in 1917 by
is now getting wider submitting another
support, both from Gorkhasmemorandum to the

and non-Gorkhas, becausesecretary of state of India.

(MSP). The rural distress inamended in 2016. RBI alsgdhe demand has beenn 1929 Darjeeling Hillman

erceived to be notassociation raised the

prompts states to offer reliefscheme to check thenotivated by any political gemand before the Simon

interest or for economic commission for separation
development, but for theof parjeeling from the
genuine cause of ethnicprovince of Bengal. Then
identity of the Indian again in 1952 the All India
orkhas living in India Gorkha League, under the
which, they feel, is at Stake-Presidentship of

It is the socio-cultural and N.B.Gurung, met Pandit
ethno-linguistic factors that 5 aharlal Nehru. Prime
have driven the Gorkhas tOzinister  of India at

Kalimpong and prayed for
separation of Darjeeling
from Bengal. In 1980 Indra
Bahadur Rai, President of

other Indian
ommunity, tocall it their
own state in India where

Cc

they have lived for ; : :

. Prantia Parishad submitted
generations, loved dearly A
and made supremea memorandum to Indira

Gandhi, Prime Minister of
India praying for separate
state for Indian Gorkhas.
Thus the Gorkhas of
ygDarjeeIing have never

and they can assimilate wellStoPP€d praying,

with their neighbours, and d9émanding, clamouring and
for that matter, they do not&€ven dying in police firing

harbour any animosity for the sake of a separate
towards the Bengalis or anyState of Gorkhaland which
other community. But they @lone could fulfil their

are proud of the glorious aspiration. Itis, therefore, a
history of their redoubtable long standing demand of
orkhas in Indian army andthe Darjeeling Gorkhas
intensely possessive ofwhich is supported by six

sacrifices for her freedom,
sovereignty, integrity and
internal security. The

orkhas are a peace lovin

their distinct language, million Indian Gorkhas
culture and traditions. living in different parts of
The small territory of the country, as a crucial
Darjeeling, the name issue involving their ethnic,
adulterated from 'Dorje- linguistic and cultural
ling'(meaning place of identity. _
thunderbolt) originally part The Governments in the
of Sikkim ; was once a partstate and the centre needs

eavenfsolvency. The banks are tgvould bring cheers to ruralof the Nepalese kingdomto view with due concern
India'spe given more powers to deafconomy and both farmers17g80 to 1815), and wasand consideration and
sector with acquired liquidity during @nd banks will reap a goadsypsequently ~restored toevolve a viable solution to

Sikkim in 1815 under the this long standing problem.
treaty of Segowli. It was  (The writer is a retired

taken over by the British in civil servant of the Govt of
1835 on lease of Rs.6000 peMeghalaya)
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“Love is a conflict between reflexes
and reflections.”
--- William R. Alger
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Our tribal past; Our civil
present and Our human future

of human nature, namel
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We live in a world of

China up In arms! transferred resentments By Patricia Mukhim freedom, friendship, love
. - here anger whether real or marriage, childhood wil
INDIAN and Chineséroops are once again in g, igned, about the coming of no longer be found and w

of which we had no hand.unhealthy exclusivity where i/ pe left with a bleak
That confusion continuesthe mind is fed on the samgq

t . andscape bereft of th
o confound us. And evenold arguments; where fresh 5" consolations. Tha

dhe railway line to Byrnihat
is transferred to governmen
N &ftablishments, vehicles an

eyeball to eyeball conflict in the Sikkim section
the Line of Actual Control. It led to a suspensiof

. . ; day we swing ideas are murdered even .

non-tribal (sorry about 0 ; we are entering the era
the Kallas_h Mansarova_eratraV|_athe new Nathuat%lng this phrase) residentéa“ge{ous'y ﬂn . a?eforeh.they germinate aﬂdtrans-humanists an
route. Chinese troops intruded into Indian terrifosy Meghalaya. While the Pendulum, each timefrom this cocoon emerge theyificia| intelligence and

ruction of governmentret“m'ng to a romanticisedself-proclaimed leaders who,

and destroyed two Indian army bunkers nea ﬂﬁ?gerw o e oo D past and then coming baciclaim to be the saviours of hat we will be replaced b

cyborgs who fit

Not In those
names!

By Ananya Guha

y

e The murder of 16 year oldbuild up of an argument for
Junaid was out of sheeranonymity in terms of caste,
espite against a boy whomreligion or race. If the
tthe criminals understood toteeming millions of India do
bfbe someone not of theirnot have a name in terms of
dreligious moorings. Hasn'tsuch references then the
North India been used to EidIndia of a monolith will give
y celebrations, and theway to that of quintessence.
muezzin's call at a mosque? Itis also interesting to see

Lultan Post. Aflag meeting was held on June 20 biee the pressure groupfo a demanding present andhose inside the €OCOO0N o amlessly into the ne

.groups hold the governmentMadining a challenging protecting them from the g pyirgnment where old
there was no rapprochement between the two |88§ountable for  the uture. other,” who is caricatured ¢;shioned virtues an
The Chinese side rudely indicated that they wo

: ; French philosopher,as the bogeyman. For
gﬁ%%%\ée?hem Sﬁ\?v\éinltigreetg fRene Girard says a societylecades we have been led b: no longer
not relax their restriction on a great many Indi&grnihat, it is difficult to
pilgrims carrying out the annual pilgrimage by t&mPrehend why non-triba

; . C a
without settled law or the people with no vision impossibility.
operties are targets o

jinstruments of because this human cocoon "go how does a sma
Nathu La Route which they had been doing sjriggérol bombing?  Non-

negotiations will be (unlike the one which turns,,. : ;
fWracked by conflicts. Thisout a butterfly from a gltrﬁ”?grrlngggnsgu:?gsntge
. . . ) tribals wonder why they are
2015. The Chinese claim that it was a reprisal ageéastiargets every time there

consciousness an
continue to label him a
utsider? Outsider t(

The non-tribal born ang
brought up here has &

i

is so true of Meghalaya.caterpillar) does not allow :
Here the law is applied inmental and intellectual gzp:)aorgeeélygroupshiévr;g
] ) . . L) : the breach. We have nevegrowth. Inside this cocoon; : ;
Indian troops unnecessarily making an incursion|iffid S0¢ial outrage aboule, i ine'art of negotiationonly vices such as greed angneanoorc J2Bbie Wit
Chinese territory. It is true that the Nathu La rgutering the liiner Line Permit PUt  move straight  to accumulation are allowed ton oy st together and so
was opened by the Chinese in 2015 which gredfty’ 2ditation some years 0 L i (ngﬂ-e T Ffom that cocooneq Ot our dilemmas instea
e . S : son?e. innocent Smalltribal) is chosen because hgosition to evolve into our of sulking in our cocoons
facilitated the journey of p”g”ms to the hal rg:aent?Srrgrtlbaallilvl;us\lfr;ttasvihmeennis excluded from the socialcivil present is a wretchedag?#éd t\r’]\l: %?Qgpu:vé
destination at Mansarovar every year. The new Yaiiah issues are raised t@rder: he is the one we argaurney. No wonder a Maorl yhen he is now an intrinsi
e i H f)
route was apparently opened by Beijing to shoufgind, curselves of our Ii:)saztgeath will not initiate the by the quick process of theba féeopurﬂ!g’tezi'gﬁﬁgavr‘]’
; i ; N ; ! cycle of revenge since allwhite man's civilisational
mark of rgspegt to Hindu religious sentiments %;?nirﬂl;ﬁ:(l;iup;gesvsheodof us converge on wantingmarch summed it up as "A
deepen ties with the new BJP government unggler and say that the youtit: Those who believe in thousand years in a lifetime.”
Narendra Modi. Itis not Surprising that Beijing && today don't want to be non-violence either haveThe Maoris like the Khasis
: : _ reminded of that sordid pastN© voice or don't speak upand other tribes never ha
now taken an about turn on the issue. Their Waysause they wish to get orﬁe‘?ause they are afraid ofhe luxury of going through
. with life. It's like asking the P€ing ostracized by thethe evolutionary,
are always unpredictable. Jews to forget the holocaustcommunity to which they civilisational processes to
Admittedly the Chinese leadership often showsris might be a strong pelong. Girard calls O‘mgr[)%aecnhm?rt‘gng{esgﬂgl‘l’gﬂ‘gé‘;uaintia and Garo to see t
. . . metaphor but the point one L - 1 i
aggressively big brotherly attitude to the Indi@fisres t drive home is thats fﬁrced gptlmlsm_ which Th”:?lt'sdtlhe reason for ourmzﬂ?]ae'f‘yf}vﬁg}’g'oﬁﬁ%”a
. i ushes the societ tomillion dilemmas. PO : .
government. For instance, the state contrl!%S °é£;;i';2°‘sc?rﬁed§f£§?£e|ieve (et the o e R i Srimordial dlgnltydls given its dute_.bT
. . . . A f consiaer e non-tri
Chinese media has attacked Delhi against Inféalst face up to their dark,Survival depends on thecocoon we are suddenly . " ° spent thre
. . . . . . ominous deeds. And need scapegoat whose deatltatapulted to the era of fi h i
dedicated air freight corridor with Afghanistan. It {a mind readers that thosevill wash away the modern citizenship where3nerations nere as
oblivious of the fact that Pakistan intrudes on Ind iﬁ%?orycg?gsceoné% maoefgetf)f‘h‘i:g“n%‘}']'ﬁéregogi‘é;‘igésha'\;‘;ag‘r’]'sznmtagft'ﬁggg“\;avtﬁobi’nt&sem punish the non-trib
land access. Itis time that India put sufficient pressigat it? given birth to the obey it. And how did this O @ S{)Stem turne
, . . . . We are oft reminded of theunscrupulous optimistsconsent come? It cameVarPe y erroneou
on Chinato end border disputes with India w |ng old philosophy that wewhose outlook cannot bethrough a political processpolltlc?}I demsrllons ;
should be in Beijing's interest. India's diplomatmerged from the state ofrectified by argumentswhere  each  personp@Moutade WE NoVE 154
nature by binding ourselvesbecause they surroundparticipated in the making for & long time to cover u
stance has now been strengthened as US Pre{ga@éafer in a social contractthemselves

Donald Trump has unequivocally taken India’s sigioPbes, Locke, Rousseaumpregnable —defencesAdnerence to this commonlyciviisational journey.

- _ _ et_al) to establish theagainst the truth and garneagreed law is what It'S time for schools
in its contretemps with China.

institution of government. In whatever ~ sphere ofcitizenship implies. This is colleges and universitie
| LOOKING BACK |

doing so we also signedinfluence available to themalso the genesis of civilto teach the basic lessc
away some of our freedomsso that it becomessociety which is distinct of acceptance of diversit
in order to bring order in dangerous to questionfrom a religious society and build capacities fo
March 27, 1989 society. But as Hume andtheir ideas. where laws are imposed orengaging with people o
. . ” ” . , Hegel point out, the ability =~ So what we have is ag_ur_nanf societi((ajs fro]rcn somegll_commurzltles. This will
to enter into a contractcontinued kind of divine force and not from andrive out suspicion
Rajlv may ca pO In June presupposes that the tribesxistential despair and aaggregate  of  humanlmagine if we were to live
Bharatiya Janata Partyimage of the Congress (I o .
vice-president Mr had been "trainshed" andanguage (b) have a sensgomplexities of the greqter,from the political system and are suspected
Sundarsingh Bhandari todayhis personal credibility wasof obligation towards the inclusive society with its does not tell us what to do,wrongdoing all the time
said Prime Minister Mr Rajiv 'at stake.” Mr Bhandaficontract — signed  (c) constitution and its laws,but what not to do, therebyAnd if we are also
Gandhi might hold the described as "anti-recognizes and accepts theules and regulations to thdeaving us free to pursue oprpunlshed for the fault o
general election in thedemocratic and politically other. But the ‘other' did notprimordial simplicity of the goals provided we don'tothers! How would we live
country before June this yearmotivated” the proclamationexist in that primeval state ofundifferentiated, tribe. violate that law. in that climate of fear an
Addressing a  newsof President's Rule ipnature. And then before weEven — when  those _ | _
conference  here, MrKrnataka. He said althougtknew it we became part of aprimordial institutions are it, we have to deal with ankind of climate that the
Bhandari said the recenthe speakers' conferenteation of diverse populationfailing we like to believe uncertain future! How scary non-tribal in Meghalaye
proclamation  of  the and legislative conferendeand races who were allthat they work for us. It'sis that when we have notexperiences. If we expe
President's Rule inin the country had clearly"other.” We were told that like retreating to a safe€ven processed our past aﬂéane Hindus to stand U
Karnataka indicated that Mrsaid that the majority of hthe goalposts have shiftedcocoon where the outsideiour present is assailed byagainst the current climat
Gandhi would prefer an earlyministry should be provedFrom implicitly trusting our cannot enter andconstant doubts and fearsbf oppressive violencs
poll in the country.

He said Mr Gandhi wassuch step was taken in ¢
very much perturbed as theof Karnataka.

TOTHE EDITOR

GST ro”_out been a 30-40% drop in salefealiies are highly alarming.administerin

because they are not awarEssential commodities such "|g the Central people even at the very firsteyiture and ethnicity. T
from Ju|y 1| of the pros and cons of GSTas _medicines are noiGovernment in anlook at the Jainsem, admirejepase this ethos amou
Editor,

GST is all also set to makedvailable in many places an¢innecessary and undués uniqueness and beauty. {5 extreme humiliation an
. _vehicle leasing costlier. ~ have started disappearingaste to commit a historicwonder what was written ONgisrespect for the rights
GST, anewtaxregime with  The mythical assuranceffom the market throughouty|ynder after that  lady's
huge  publicity  and of "GST will not impact the country and prices ofgemonetisation? appearance that she was Yours etc.|

physical g fellow citizen.
trumpeting, grips India with essential drugs stock" byvarious commodities are Yours etc., unnecessarily taunted with

ses for years we were given dribal cocoon there is anmidst envisage a futureup and fight for the rights
Constitution, in the crafting unnatural  sense  ofwhere the precious aspect®f our non-tribal brethren

g the country?parts of Meghalaya. MostThs ethos is part of eve

mixed feelings of excitementthe Government has beefising for lack of clarity, Samares the term 'maid' or 'Nepali Via email
nervousness anddispelled by the down-to-creating a climate of all- Bandyopadhyay maid’, which only depicts

apprehensions. Normally it isesarth market situation. Apervading confusion, chaos Advocate, Kolkata racial introvert mindset to .
necessary to concede ahajority (50-70%) of and mismanagement. High Court degrade the dignity of Promise of
least 6 month's time to notifychemists and stockists It is also inexplicable as Viaemail labour. From when has being ﬂ: d bl

all rules and procedures andcross the country are noto Wh)? IOfif’ﬂc;%-f(’;;_OVGF|1°U6|Sh|_i|<<;3‘1 a maid turned into a taboo  @llOldanle
give enough time toclear about GST aspectspetrol and diesel, whic i in our society? In fact maids i
stakeholders, particularly theand are yet to inﬂiatecontrol transport of all Delhl GOlf do a great service to the housmg

small and medium implementation processes iffssential commodities like inCi
enterprises (MSMESs) tothgir businesgeg, indicatingood-grains & medicines and C|Ub InCIdent! was there to attend a lunch Editor,
successfully implement GSTpossible drug shortages irflaily needs for mere survival — Editor, ~ party as an invited guest, so This refers to you
The Government is goingcertain therapies. Supply ofof the majority of people of ~Apropos the heqplllnesshe must have been treatethought-provoking article
ahead with the certain medicines may gethe country having lowin your newspaper "Delhiat par with other guests. But'Housing for Villages A
implementation, without disrupted, particularly of Puying capacity, and whichgolf club staff asks Khasishe was singled out for her'Titles & affordable key
taking into account thehigh-value ones like 9ive rise to price -rise of allwoman in 'maid's dress' tdooks, her dress and not leasthallenges” (ST - June
readiness of the people t@ncology therapies, andessential commodities, havéeave (ST June 27, 20_17),thagrled racial abuse at! How2017).1t is time high
adapt to the new regime. Thehose which have beerP€en kept out of the ambit ofncident is highly disgusting and totally density structures wit
general public is deeply andaunched recently, asGST? As of now for petrolcondemnable. That a ladyunfounded and unexpectednodern amenities b
seriously concerned abouthemists will maintain @nd diesel the central excisiom Meghalaya, had to gathis is in 21st century India!. considered to replac
the government's lack ofrestricted inventory. But isiS 23% and state VAT is 34%through this unpleasantThose employees indulgingyrhan slums. An enablin
preparedness. there any guarantee that thdotal tax is 57%. If theseordeal in the capital city ofin this regressive and
BSE Sensex has alreadgssential and “fe_savingessentlal items are broughthis vast country is pitiableunethical treatment towardswell-planned and
plunged by 180 pointsdrugs/medicines will not pe under GST, the maximum taxand for this to happen in @ respectful lady must begstainable Urbanizatio
recording its biggest fall in aaffected? The on-groundW'” be only 28%, which country known for its greatstringently dealt with, also that will adequately mee
month and there are jittergeadiness of distributorsMeans the prices of petrotliversity and the secondwith instruction to go ousing needs of th
ahead of GST roll-out. Theand chemists to implemenland diesel can come down blargest democracy in thethrough some ethics classegrban poor. One thing

NSE nifty has also endedsST by Julv 1 unfortunately &@mMost 50% and the public aivorld is appalling. Thatto learn etiquette before
63.6 poin){s lower. With theremair)(s meW par as h;’garge will be benefited. In apeople don't look the sameoming to serve in hotels orc/€ar that unless we ha

GST roll-out drawing closer )gemocratlc _country thein terms of their body andclubs or other hospitality & holistic housing policy
there has been a drgop in thggﬁgurft\é?jaff ig}loflmsautirgﬁ overnment is formed " offacial features and in theirsectors so that no suchvhich addrfesses_ the 1y
industrial manufacturing byand technology-enabledt’® P€ople, by the peopléody language is a welltreatment is ever meted Oufspeqtrun; 0 requwerﬂgnt
the micro, small and mediumhealthcare service providerand for the people” as per theettied fact. It is illogical to any one in future. ranging from ownership t
enterprises (MSME) in theQuintiles IMS. In the

northeast. While the drop ingpinion of this service-
manufacturing has beerprovider managing short-
witnessed across segmentserm disruption due to new
plastic industrial units havetax regime will be

especially shown achallenging.

significant decline. There has At the moment groun

society. More so, the lady

ecosystem can facilitat

democracy. How then camospitality sector are notequal treatment irrespectiveshared housing, univers
the Government and theaware of this social reality. of one's looks, dress, racéousing will remain g
ministers take a myopic view The Khasi traditional and region one comes fromdistant dream.

on the measures that wouldttire 'Jainsem’ is a decenand  everyone  should Yours etc.,
benefit people whom theydress proudly worn by therespect this distinctiveness Vinod C. Dixit
gare representing whilefemale population in largein this country of diversity. Ahmedabad - 11

emotions have no place

‘other' out of our collective

hat? Outsider to whom};

much stake as any Khas

other'is a zero-sum fallacy.

with and in enacting that law.0ur own failures on the

a) already know the use oflonging to retreat from the agreements. The law derivedn a constant state of fed

And now before we know apprehension? That is the,

on the floor of legislature, nptribal chieftains who had led intimidate. Yet within that There dystopians in ourthen we too need to stand

Anjalee Balal Magaf

fundamental definition ofthat people who are in the Every citizen expects rental accommodation andy

W1s Islamic religion something how at this time there are
I new to the people there? Theéther strange if not bizarre
d answer is obviously no, buthappenings, which show the
the question is why areclass/caste upper hand
feelings such as theseeating into societal systems
whipped up day after day?in the most obnoxious of
I Why are similar happeningsways. The recent episode in
taking place in Uttar a Delhi club, asking a lady
i Pradesh, a bastion ofto leave because her dress (
conglomerate cultures? Ifthe jainsem) was not in
we say it is done by proper decorum smacks of
politicians then it is abysmal ignorance of the
enecessary to examine howgeulture of others( a term now
tand to what extent politics used in profusion, in present
dand life are interwoven inday  contexts),  high
? India. If again it is a mad handedness smacking of
b rush of hatred on someelitism divested of all
pretext of the ' other' for arealities. Again using the
community that peopleword " servant " and then
have an inveterate hatred olikening it to " Nepalis” is the
dislike for then such brazenworst and profane kind of
killings are done, becausenegativism, and flaunting of
dthe perpetrators know thatself righteousness of upper
there is some supportclasses and their misplaced

Caste, class and religious obnoxiousness
are working in devilish ways into Indian
society as never before. The animosity
towards the lower working class, the '
un ' religious and Dalits, are sure signs
of a regressive atavistic society. '
NotinMyName' will or should obliterate

all these, because the name tag is doing
or undoing all rights. The name tag is a
dismal admission of votaries of misplaced
power and bellicosity. | am citing these
two disparate incidents to show that
indeed, there is a method in ( their)
madness. The country is ruled from one
end, conveniently stops at one or two
more where alignment is complete in '
cultural' terms. No, certainly not in my
blessed name, nor in THOSE names also.
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jsomewhere. And if this prudery. Are all Nepalis '

support comes from thoseservants'? So a ' servant’
ho rule the country andcannot enter your hallowed

their henchmen there will beprecincts! o

of course, a free for all. And  Caste, class and religious
Ctthis free for all, a rampantobnoxiousness are working
Pdisplay of right, might and in devilish ways into Indian
Ehateful viciousness is thesociety as never before. The
® order of the day, even whenanimosity towards the lower
n a country people areworking class, the ' un'
> pleading for protection of religious and Dalits, are sure

- diversity. signs of a regressive
The ' Not In My Name' atavistic society. '
protest held spontaneouslyNotinMyName' will or

across the country andshould obliterate all these,
abroad on 28th June 2017 iPecause the name tag is
not an argument of rhetoric,doing or undoing all rights.
[ tbut a plea for sanity, in alandThe name tag is a dismal
jwhose people are becoming@dmission of votaries of
Jfinsane, stripped of logic andmisplaced  power and
looking out for faces and bellicosity. | am citing these
habits of people not of theirtwo disparate incidents to
kind. That this difference is show that indeed, there is a
spilling blood and spouting method in ( their) madness.
the worst kind of diatribes, The country is ruled from
is also hallmark of a nationone end, conveniently
in regress and wallowing inStops at one or two more
darkness and benightedvhere alignment is complete
upholstery. in ' cultural' terms. No,
What has gone wrong?certainly not in my blessed
Was it always there andname, nor in THOSE names
now since political also.
dispensations have My point is the ruthless
changed, there is a tacitchicanery, the troubled
'understanding  betweenpractices, the prevarication
people and power that thisof Indian history and
can, should and will happen.religion, intolerance of ' lower
'Or is it an inversion of castes’ and Dalits, the
history? We are no longerobtrusive similes ( or
'the infidels, they are! They metaphors) between religion
Ccalled us so once upon @nd myth, the falsification of
Ctime. So the interplay of ushistory that are taking place
Yand them, the other hadoday, wrapped in the garb
®peen entangled in furiousof secularism. The hatred for
web of malice. But then, the ' other ' ( not me!) is
Nshould this lead to killings? poured with vitriol. Above all
Lyes when it is mob lynching. the voiceless do not have a
€But mobs constitute eachplace in this spectrum of
Sindividual, and such darkness. Only noises in
8ndividuals find time to shape of pro- poor policies
gather and connect; whichexist. What happened to the
lishows that their feelings offich with their tainted
Shatred for someone is atmoney? How much ' black '
D sync, with one another in anmoney was retrieved? The
utodidact way. This is poor are getting poorer, the '
akeally dangerous, theblack' blacker! It is the
L instinctive presupposition hoveau-riche —and the
that we hate ' them ' and musplutocrats playing these
lynch. inauspicious games and
The 'NotinMyName' flaunting love for a New
5 protest is to be seen as dndia.
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