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This study ‘The Chakma Refugees in
Tripura’ while analysing the concept
and principles of migration provides
a comprehensive account of the
Chakmas during the pre and post
partition era and also deals with the
problems confronted by the Chakmas
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts after the
emergence of Bangladesh and the
consequent compulsions which led to
their entering the Indian State of
Tripura as Refugees in 1986. The
study also attempts a detailed analysis
of the problems faced by the Chakmas
as refugees in Tripura and the impact
and the consequences of their
continued presence on Tripura, the
North-Eastern Region and India. It
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finding an early and just solution to
the Chakma problem, both in the
interest of India and Bangladesh and
above all the Chakmas of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Rs. 100.00

THE AUTHORS

P. K. Debbarma obtained his M.A.
and M.Phil. Degrees in political
science from the North-Eastern Hill
University, Shiliong. He is on the
faculty of the Department of Political
Science, N.E. Hill University,
Shillong as Lecturer since 1990.

Sudhir Jacob George an alumnus of
the School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi, obtained his M.A. in political
science and public administration from
Osmania University, Hyderabad. His
M.Phil and Ph.D. degrees are from
Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi. Having taught at the
Department of Political Science,
North-Eastern Hill University,
Shillong for about 13 years (1978-91),
as Lecturer/Reader, Dr. George is
currently on the Faculty of the
Department of Political Science,
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.
Besides his specialisation in international
relations, he has publications to his
credit on the problems of North-
Eastern India in national and
international books/journals.



THE CHAKMA
REFUGEES IN
TRIPURA

P.K. DEBBARMA
North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong

SUDHIR JACOB GEORGE
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad

South Asian Publishers
New Delhi -



.'232
Fq?

. Copyright © South Asian Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1993 3.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
re'produced or transmitted in any form or by any means
without the written permission of the publishers. ,

SOUTH ASIAN PUBLISHERS PVT. LTD.
36 Netaji Subhash Marg, Daryaganj, New Delhi 110002, India

ISBN 81-7003-155-9 (SAP)

Published by South Asian Publishers Pvt. Ltd

36 Neté'l_]i Subhash Marg, Daryaganj, New Delhi 110002
and printed at Prabhat Press, 20/1 Naucharidj Grounds
Meerut 250002. Printed in India,

Contents

PREFACE

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES OF MIGRATION

THE CHAKMAS: A BRIEF POLITICAL AND
Soc10-CULTURAL HISTORY

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS AND THE CHAKMAS
TeE CHAKMA RBFUGEES IN TRIPURA

CONCLUSION

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

INDEX

vii

19
32
53
83

96
100



Preface

This study while analysing the concept and principles of migration,
provides a comprehensive account of the Chakmas of the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts. Besides detailing the ancient history of the
Chakmas, it also gives an account of their life in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts during the pre and post-partition era besides deal-
ing with the problems confronted by them after the emergence of
Bangladesh.

The Chakmas of the Chittagong Hill Tracts have been compel-
led—due to the policies being followed by the Bangladesh regime
in the Hill Tracts—to move into the Indian State of Tripura in
1986, and have since then been residing in camps set up by the
Tripura Government, as refugees. The study also attempts an
analysis of the problems being faced by the Chakma Refugees and
deals with the impact/consequences of their continued presence in
Tripura, not only on the State but the North Eastern region and
rest of our country.

The study is divided into five chapters. Chapter One analyzes in
deals with theoretical perspectives of migration. Chapter Two is a
brief description of the socio-cultural history of the Chakmas, The
Chakmas believe that they are descendants of Bijoygiri, the eldest
son of the King of Champaknagar near Malacca. However, the
commorn belief is that the Chakmas who are today scattered in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram
and Tripura are Arakenese immigrants as would be evident by their
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dialect which is an admixture of Tibeto-Burman group of lang-
uages.

As the present Chakma problem in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
of Bangladesh has its historical trend, an analytical study of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts and the Chakmas both during the pre and
post-partition era as also the post- -Bangladesh cra has been attemp-
ted in Chapter Three. Chapter Four of the study analyses the
factors leading to the Chakma exodus from the Chittagong Hill
Tracts of Bangladesh into the North-East Indian State of Tripura
and its consequences on the State and the North-Eastern region.

Chapter Five, which is the conclusion, summarizes the study
undertaken in the preceding chapters and highlights the need to
arrive at an early negotiated political settlement in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts to facilitate the early repatriation of the Chakma refu-
gees sheltered in the South District of Tripura since May 1986.

We wish to thank the authorities of the Refugee Camps in South
Tripura and also the Chakma inmates and their leaders for all the
assistance and cooperation during the course of the field study
Thanks are also due to the staff of the North-Eastern Hill Univer-
“sity Library Shillong, Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Regmnal Centre Shillong and the Department of Poli-
tical Science, North-Eastern Hill University Shillong for all the
assistance and cooperation during the course of this study. '

Shillong/Hyderabad P.K. DEBBARMA
SUDHIR JACOB GEORGE
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