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XNl'RODUC!lON AND GROw.rH Oi' TOUR.lSM 

'fhe 'liiOrd tourist has come-·fram the wrd •tour• ~ieh 

is de.&-iveCi from the latin li1Drd •tourms•· meaning a tool for 

describing· a circle or a ~urner•s wheel. 'fhe ~rd •tourism• 

did not appear in the English lan~uage unUl the early nine­

teenth cent~y • and. the word tour was more closely associated 

with the J.dea of a voyage than with the ldea of an ~diyidual 

being temporarily away fran h~e·. #Or ple.asure. Later on in 
~ . . 

......... ~ ; • 'f' :.: ...... 

the ].9th Century Dictionary the wora •TO~ist• is defined as 

•a person who t~avel for this pl,easu_re of ti'avelling· out of 

cur:lo&ity and becal;ISe he has nothing ~tter to do"• 

~he c:once~ of tourism was· J;irstt fOQlulated in the 

period between the two WQrld wars and the definition put for­

ward by the Swiss .Prof. Aunziker and Krap£ was subs~ly 

adopted by the lnternational A8Soclet1on of Scitntif.tc E~rts 

in Tourism (.daM). 

·To~rism is the sum of phenc!Jntenon and relationship a.rising 

. from the travel and stay -of non-rE!sidents, in so fer they do 

no~ .le-ad to pemanent · residenQ! a.nd ere not connectted w1 t.b 

earning. activity • 

. In the year of 1937, a commiteee o£ the League of 

Natlcm defineet i'ourist as any person visiti.og a ccu1ntry other 
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than that in which he us1.1all.y xes.ides for a period of at least 

24 bou~s and. whose uavel involve one of the following pur-

poses4! . 

a) Travelling for pleasure and danestic reasons inclu­

<ling. heel~lh 

b) Travelling t.o attend international marriage. 

e) Travelling for business purposes. 

d) Tr·avelling in the course of a sea crtU..se ErVen though 

t;he stay may be less than twentyfour hours. 'l'he COJIIlnittee of 

$tatist1cal EXper~ excluded 1nd.1v1duals arriving to take up 

work or residence; st.ueents atte:nding sc:hools, commuters who 

cross boarders on their way to work, and.traveller who do not 

stop en route through a country regardless of the length of 

t.ime pbysicall,y present iA that. CQuntey~ 
. ~· 

The Inter·national Union of Official Travel Organization 

(IQ91'0) modi~ied the cormnittee·•s definition in 1950 by inclu­

ding students on stuay tours as totai'ists and by specifying a 

new type of traveller called an international excursionist. 

An ex01reiontst is an- individual travelling for pleasure who 

v1.s1 ts enotbe~ CQunt:ry fox: _less them. ~4 houre. 

I:n 1963. a Unite.C! Nations COnference on International 

Travel and ',l'ourism was held in Rcme \llhich drew a distinction 



between -.... t.O'Urists• .Who et.ayed for more than 24 .hours and 

1 v1s1 ~ora • · wbo · StaYecl fort leas than 24 bo~rs ~ 

The •EXpe-rt Stat.ist,ical G%oup .. ~rking under the United 

Nations· statistical Commission 1n 1967 suggasted that· the 

d1stinccion be made betntJeen t~uist who stayed ovE!rnignt end 

dey visitors or excutsionist ldlo did not. 

Aite.r a aecad.e/ t.he united Nations Statistical Camnis­

s.t.on convened in 1976 an international conference involving 

representati~s of the world Tourism GrganJ.sation hll'O), the 

Ulli~ed Nations Conference on Trad~ and DevelQPmentt, the Confe­

ren<;e o£ EUropean Statisticians, the s-ast earxibean ~on 

Market, and the Cal'ribean ecmm.unlty. The guidelines jfo.r: Clef~-

nitions resulting trom this conferenCe provided the basis for 

defining international uavellers used .by most countries. 

A summary of . Uhe texms recommended by the World Tout-ism 

Organization .(Wf()) ana tbe associates:~ eie as follotJS • 

InteJrnaU9nal v1~rtisi· i An tna.ffiiaual enteri09 a country that 
. - . - I . -

is no~ his t~Sua.l place of residenCe and lihlo is not -
.:.... ... 

1) •ntentiing to emigrate or to obtain employment in the 

.~stination country •. 

i.t) .V~1t.1ng .in the capacity of, a diplcmet or a member cf 
. '~~~;. 

"~ : : ... {'" . ,_.. ~-....... --"' 

.. the asnea fo.rces~ 

iii) A dependent of anyone in the above categories~ 

1v) A refugee nomad or herder wor·kers • 

\. 



") Goin9 ~o stay for more than one year but who is or may be ... 

ha) visiting for purposes of recreation. ~edicel treatment. 

J"eligious observance. family matters. sporting events, 

con:fier.enee study or transit to another country. 

(b) A crew m.ember of a foreign vessel or aircra£t stoppea 

in the country on a lay•over. 

(c) A fc;)reign comnercial or business traveller staying for 

lese then one fear i.ncluding ~chnicians arriving to 

install machinery or equipment.. 

(d) An employee or .international llodies on a mission: las­

ting less than one year. or a natiGnal returning hane 

for a temporary "iilsit. 

International Vipitors erce to be d1 video into Interna­

tional ~tkist and International •1.1rsionist.. 

,.J ::·• ."·· 
• •<}"·U.j'"''"':*-.::,."':., T • ·,, ..... .. 

:International 'Toj!rist : Visitors who spend at least one night 
.• · 'r • 

. International EXcu:r.sionist : Visitors who do not spend at least 

one night J.,n ac:c:ormnodat,ion ln the destination country. These 

include visitor~ 'lidlo are passengers on board cruise ships who 

may visit the sama port of c:all over several days but who ~e-­

turn to the ship to sleep.·· Exc:ursionists who do not inclUde 

1'&.-transit passengers such es airline passengers ~o may touch 
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· 4own in a coun1:ry but do not officially enter by d-eering 

customs. 

l)C:(nesttc Tourist J ':there bas· been less progress towards con­

sensus on de.~:~ions of 'ac:maest1c ·travel than for intexmat1onal 

trave,l. While recognising the ·.oe~)':for. flexibil!ty in dafit111'-
. ~ ~. :~~·-r-;::~~~/~~: 

tion for domestic ~ourism and the. ~possibility of imposing 

inte~naUonal conventions on such definitions. the toffO (1981) 

bas suggested EJ.everal g.uidelJ.nes for d.omest.~o tourism defini-

tionst 

The mo defines a domestic touz·ist as a trav.eller 

visiting. a desti-nation in his country of residence for at least 
' ' 

24 hours ·but less than one yea:r: • for the purpos.es of recreation. 

holidays,. sport,., business . ., meetings'· co.nventions, study, visi-

.. t1ng £rienCis· or relatives •. health. mi8s1Qn ~rk or religi.on •. 

~ d~estic exc:urs1onis~ is a visito~ travelling io his country 

of · residen~· fc.l' any o£ ~tle reaso~ given for tou.r:ists, but 
., 

who stays less -than 24 hours at the'destination. 

' , , . . , ' {~~:Li,,(· r -'? 

In Xndia. the Pepartment of Tourism follo~ the def1ni~ 

tion of the Conferenc;.e on International Travel aQd To~.~.rism 

organised by the unJ.•ed Nations at Ra.ne .in 1963. A foreign 

'tPu~st is a person visit..~ng India on a foxeign passport, st.a­

ying at least twenty fou.r .hours :~·,iri- iild'ia and the pw:pose of 

'Whose journey can be classified. under one of the following 

J'lesdings s 
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1) Leisul'e (re-czreatif>D• holiday. health. study, 

reUg.ton and sports). 

:I'he following categories are not regarded as PoreJ.gn 

1) Person arriving with or without a CX)ntract. to· make 

up an occupation or engage in activities· remunerated from wi-­

thin the country. 

2) Persons caning to establish residence in the country. 

3) BXcu.rsion1st. that is temporaw visi,ors staying less 

than t111enty four hours in the couotry ~(including travellexs 
,• -~ -~·<··~~ .... 

or cruises). 

H~ver. statisti.cs do not inelUiie the following as 

. tourists • . 

i) .Nationals of Pakistan and Bangladesh . 

11) Nations-~ of Nepal e-ntering India through land routes 

· 111) All foreigners entering lnaia from Bhuta~. 

Prom the abo~ c:lef.initiona~ it can be s~ed up that 

Tow:·ism deno,es the temporary. short te::m movement of people 

to dest~nat.1ons outside-the plae19s where they normally live and 

1110rk and their act.tv1ties during 1the stay at these destinations. 
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Much of thi~ movement 1s international in character. And 

much of it 1s a leisure activity. It recent years, 1t. has 

beeome an important factor in worlcl tr.ade and major element 

in the balance o£ payment of many count.ries. For countries, 

regions, ·towns and vi.llages, U'lich attract. tourists in large 

numbers, tourism can be a significant element 1n their: pros­

perity. Tourism genera-tes ~alth aoc3 employment.. It is a 

major sour~ of income ·and employment for individuals in many 

· pl.eGes deficient iri natural resourQ:!s other tn.an c:lintate a11d 
• 

scenery. It ma.ites use of resources 'Which may not be used in 

otherwise, in particular of unemployed labour in developing 

countries end regions with few or no alternative source of 

employme.nt. Beaches, mountains, snowfields, forests are 

exatnple of nature 1 resour Cl!S, which cannot re.edily contr.ibute 

to the eC:OnQniC vellbeing of the area except through the me­

cU.um of tour1$1ll. It is also a major sotu:.ee of ino:me to 

many transport ·operators, pxoviders of aa::cmmOdation and enter­

U.a11lq1ent, s·bops and other business, 

One of the basic question is why ao some people travel? 

Why in a particular cC>u.ntry more peoPle engage in tourism 

than in other? It has been disclosed through the study of 

tourist pSychology that tourism is the. outcome ef a combination 

of motivations. 



In .. ~1ning ~oUv~~o~ ~t ~s usaf~l to. qistingutsh 

betlleen 1two,· l.lro~ groups of· t~evellers~. 
. . ~ ~.· 

'l'he first group canpr-ises those who have to visit a 

particular place- anch'iinel.uq~..$ blsine.ssfti%n arua same elSneni:s 
'' . ' . .· .. . ' 

of. thQ&e whO may ·~ 'aes'cribe<i as canmon interes~ travellers 
.. 

In these travelS 

greater extant outsi.de their control. They are less irltlueru;:ed 
\, . 

by p.riea or distance anci is relatively price-inelastic. 

. ') ' Th~ l?EaCOnd group· that .is holiday tourists have a ft:ee-

dom :of choi~ •.. They decide for themselves -tJl1ether. they .should 

spend a part of their incane .and a part -G~ theiR leisure time· 

tQ pt;~.rticl.pat.e in. tourism • To s c;,;reater. extent· they also 

<aeoiCle l!lhere. to <.;a. and .\ilhen to 90• Their dEmand for travel · 

is highly priG:e-elastic .• 

; 

If we el.aborate the basic motivations and analyse them, 

wa see that people .engage in tourism mostly for eight reasons. 

1) Pleasure : .In ·the t.iri.ng day to dey rout.ine eVery human 

being __ neecis some kind of fun,. exd.tment, and recreation tra­

vel and holiday making .is one of the way of having it for 

\!Jhich .people go out from the· notmal pla(!e of residence as 

wurist• 
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11) Relaxation, rest and recreation s . The rapid growth of in• 

d'1strial1sation; ~rganis~tion have ·created pressure ·on men for 

which human mind as well as ' body naeds :-~creation and ras~ 
in open· space far from the hustle pustls of citY• 

iii) Health a In' the mode~n ~ge, i~dustrial haza~~· caus,ing 
·. . . . 

env i:ronment.al .pollution is one o.f. the major Pr.0 blems of the 

worla. To esc~pe pollut.ion. people travel in S$a.rch of fresh• 
., 

healt"y atmosphere. sometimes for special kind; of medical treat-

iv) • Participation in sport§ 2 People often travel to partiei• 

pate: .tn. sp(,rtlng ac:~iviues like ria.tng., boating., shooting, 

mounte4.,neering, t1crter.;,.sldng., underwater swimmi·ng, Pony-trekking 

e.tc. 
I •' •:: 

v) qurigsity and .. OJlture .J. M~n is ~~ways curious. to know apout: 

the fo.r;~ign.l&nd ~spe<:ial+y thos-e places having important h1s­

tor1c;al .or cu~tu.ral assoc.1t=)tion. Sanetimes., .tourists ar~ als~ 

attra c.ted: by internatioqal .events. l;i.ke. national celebration. 

exbbi tion art. or music festivals, etc. 

vi) ~thnic and family a Number of people often make travel for 
I •, , I I 

impersonal reasons which include visiting one• s relations and 

friends, ·meeting nev peopJ.e and seek new fri.endship. 

vi:iJ !Spiritual and r§l191ous a One o~ the earliest motivators 



of travel was visiting religious plaQes for· spiritual pur­

poses • Millions ef people · go aut for pilgrimage to sacred 

religious OJ:' holy places. all over t.he world • 

. v11t) Professional or buSiness a _Many people travel ~or their 

prE>fessions and business, attending conventions, conferenQ!!s, 

buSi!JeSS meeting, seminar related with it. 

Tourist destination may he defined as the geographical 

unit. visited by a tourist which may be a village or a town or 

a city, a dist~;ict or a region., an island,. a country or a 

continent. The tourist 6est1nat1on provides a convenient focus 

for the. examination of the tourist movement and its impact. 

Throughout the year its amenities serve i.ts resid~nts and wor­

king populaUon. 

The importance of tottri.nt destination is determined pri­

marily by three factors - attractions, acr.:eseibili:ty and 

amenities• 

Attraction is perhaps the most important faet.ors of 

tourism. The attraction may be site attractions like climate. 

scenery# historical, religious and cultural or event attractions 

like; exhi:Qitions .• s_porting events conventions etc• both of which 
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exercise a gravitational influence on non-residents. Tourist 

vis·itting Alps, Athe.ns, Himalayas ar:~ chaJ:nH3d by their physical 

grandetU"• · The site attracticms have clearly_ determined the 

tourist _importance of such destination as the Grand canyan in 

united States, the Niagara falls, the Geysers of Iceland. Trade 

fairs and Olympic games ~lie other factors of attractions. they 

m.ay also enhana:t the site attraction of a destination .. 

accessi bi li t.x plays a crucial role in the develoRnent 

of tourism. lt is t.h~ function of d1stance from the tourist 

market that is cenues of_ popula~ion and oE. external transpor.t 

and communication which en~le a destination to be reached• 
, I , . 

· Distanee plays an _imp¢rtant role in detemi·ning a to~ist 

.. choiee ef" destination~ The large 'movement of toa.:r::ists to Europe 

and -America in c:ootrast to ASia and Africa provides an eKplan~ 

t.ion of itc~ssibility. 

1\menities at the de~tinat.ion mnprise acccmmodatio.n, 

catering.' entertainment as well ·as internal transport and com• 

municat1on which enable t.he t.c>urist t.o move around during bis 

stay. Thlls it is clear tha~ amerdties contribute much to the 

tourist des.tination in contrast t.o areas which lack in adequate 
' . 

amenities for visitors • 
. . ' 
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plaCe not only determines its importanO?. but .also i~s likely 

·success as tourist destination~ But in order to maximise the 

opportunities from tourism, a tourist destination must also 

have a towrist organiz at1on in ordAr to previde the framework 

in which tourism can operate ta develop the tourist prod,uct 

and to promote t t in appropriate tour:lst mer~:ts! .so the orga"'! 

nization constitlltes a fourth factor which determines the 

importan~ and suc~ss of a destination. 

TOURIST .SFRV1CRS 

The phe!}om-anon of tourism give rise to a wide range or 

serviaes in the murse of the journey and stay at destination~ 

The essential tourist servioes required during th~ j~ur-

ney are passen~r ~t:ansport aee~odation# c::r;~~ering and enter-

t3inment. Transport pr~videa the m~ans to reach a destinati,on 

and also means C)f movement at the destination• In recent years 

by far the fastest growing means of long distanoa. tourist trans-

port has .been the air Cl"aft. Shi:ppi~g plays a more prQ.ninent 

role on short sea .routes and waterways a,nd also for .cruises• 

Rail represents short and med~um distance transport vrithin and 

between countries, bo~h for reaching a destination and for 

movement at the destination; in same mountain location it forms 

the only means of access • Road transport by bus and coach 
' ' 

provides regular direct route se.rvices for short and medium dis-

tanQes to the destination and on any route alternative facili­

ties to ra.ilJ. But one of the most significant developments of 
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re<:ent years has been the replacement of ~r.avel by J?ubllc .road 

and rail transport by the motor car .. which has become the prin-
. . . . . 

cipal means of tourist transport in most countries. Transp_crt . ' . ' . 

is necessaey. butt not sutfic::l.ent conditi.on of tourism by itself• 

A.t the: destination· accominodation cateringt arid entet• 

tainment eon.~titute the pr:imar:y tourist serviees. ACCCll!noda­

uon ls basic neaessity to any tourist destination. HoweVer. 

io recent years the type of accomodetion has .been changing 

considerably. .ln recent years some of the bi~ auitP-S have been 

closed down as there has been a growing demand for infor-

mal types of ac:commodaUon e:. 9• holiday villages. apartment 

houses camping and caravan sites and tourist cottage etc. have. 

become· very pcpular. 

Tile tbird group of· tourist services provided by the tra­

vel agents and tour operators plays a· significant role for the 

growt.h of international tourism. 'l:he travel agent fulfils , 

en intexme.diary functio.n between the tourist and provides trans­

port. and ac:corrtmodat.&on in particular and the tour operator com­

bines· the inCiividual cOmponents of a holiday into a product~ 

which is then marketed on h.is own ri..sk. 

Apar·t from the above three principal tourist services. 

there are other group of tourist servi~a which provides infor•. 



14 

mation sex: vices, sightseeing and shopping~ 

TOURIST PRODUCTS AND l·1ARKF.'l'S 

. A tourist p~oducts eons1$ts of those things tihich the 
. ' . . 

tourist buys in a des~inat.i.on or what he does in e destinat:ion 

and of the aerVi c:es ho uses to make it. possible. Each desti­

nation has a 'particular product to offer ~;hich. tfie.· tourist se­
'lects and the serviQ!s which he wses during his stay. 'l'he · 

tourist product at a dest~nation may be developed to attra c.t 

particular people with certain features of the destination like 

sw~ing pools. parks, indoor enter~ainments etc. they are also 

developed in the minds of potential tourists, through the crea­

.tion of a par~icular image of a destina~iori by promotion. 

The tC;\;lx:~at mo!lrket is define-d by reference to the tourisit 

·prodticts;. It is a netwrk of dealings bi:itWieen the seller trd'lo 
' 

provides tl'-.e composite tourist product and the buyer of a pro-
. . ~ ' . 

duct or· the touristt who buys it. 

cor~espondir)g to .P.aeh.touris~ product there is a te~j,st 

market. l~ the te.ur~st market there are more or less hano- . 

, genous group o~ tourists w11o behave more or less similarly and 

exercise their demand on more or less s~ilar tour~st product. 

To develop tourism one has to identify these groups alld bririg 

the in;o.rmat.ton of the products to the potential tourists. 

------------------ --·---
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. SIGNIFICANCE OF TOUtU:SM 

When the XXI United Nations General .. Meembly designated 

1968 as the Inte·rnational Tourist Year with a unanimous resolu• 

tion rea:>gnising the"- "tourism is a basic and most desirable 

human activity deserving the pr~ise and encouragnent of all 

pe()ple and all governments .. its impox:tanee wa~ f.orm.a1ly acknow­

ledged all over the l110r ld. A large number of tourist travel 

6·ac:h year to participate in events ranging from congr:~ss to coro­

nations, thf$!ir visits also affo,rd opportunities to improve co­

ope~atd.on· as ~11 as to project an .image C>f a country to the 

outside world .• 
" •. 

The tourist in their travel came .in contact lrJith tha 

inhabitants and affects the social ~tructure and·mode of life 
# 

in the destinations, tourists are i.n turn affected by the expe-

rience acd of'ten carry baCk hane with thezn new habits and new 

outlook on life· ~ourism 1~ often accompanied by .cultural ex­

change by those ~ho travel as well· as those at the receiving 

·end. 

In bringing together people of different back~ounds 

frcm different countrt~s.;,~, tour~sm t.herefo:(e :h;as a Pc'lJ.tical.· and 

social significance in this· and in t~e activities in which 

tourist enga~e. there is often also educational end cultural 

significance. raut the manifold significance of tourism d~s 
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nat arise only 't-tlen people- visi.t: other count.zries. Inte.rnal, 
. . 

domestic toarism promotes similar interaction between people 

end places ana contribute. to that l~nowleage and aw.e.reness which 

may er$ance understanding. 

P0 litic;s 11 society,. eaucat~on; and ealture thus often pro--, . . 

.Vide motivations for: touri~t to ~rC:)vel. away from home, they- . 

•- influenO! tourism and tourism. in tur~ has an infl~e11ce. on them. 

·. - $.pme of; the m~st iriiPQrtant .a$Pe~~ ~im i_n _t\l'l~ ·relationshi~ ~­

tiween- tourism,- the econ.omy. and the environment • 
. ·.:···; . 

,. 
In- both internatio.nal- and d.omestie tourism pne of the 

. ·•':m-ain eeonomie- si,gnificsnce.- ia th~t money earneti in_ places of 
-', . .._ -~ . . . . ' ' . . ' 

-- -~nrial_ residenca (of the tourist) is spent -io p~ces visited._ 
.·-. ·: .. . ' . . ·- . - - ' '. . ' . . -' ' . . ' 

. . . ' . . . . 

. --- ~~~ flow· of .money·, ge(lera.teq. Jpy ~our~st' expe,~aitur~ finda_ 1~ way 

; <tn~o .the ovet~ll .a¢9r;lQmY of ;tPe touri~t de$tinatl:on, _as t,he· mQney 

)··--~· .. 1s··turned oVel' and re~$pent~ .. 

·.: . .. · 

a~t- ~nternaticmai •e>urist ex.Penctitttra introduces an 

. · .. ·_. aQ.ditiona~ aQpect of econanic: signifiC'tance... : lt enters into the 

, . •· b~l-anc:e of .. payments <3 cccul')~_s of., i~i \"'idua:l; _ coun'l!rie~, and ia of 

·-major .s~gni~it;;,lnce 4,n i~t:farnati~nal trade., For co•u.o.tz-;ies which 
. . . . . . ' . . 

·.generate.- tt?Qr-+st. t;:af~~c,_ ):t r~pr~sents :l.mpo~t in muc;:h tn9 seme 
. '.. ·. -.· . . ... 

way; as do il)'lpor~ of mer.c:handise fa_r coun_ti~~ff _·receiving. t~urisi 

··- trat£ic. -it. reprC9sents and ~~r:t .1.n ~u.ch th.~ same, way as do .ex-

_ ~.t:t:s of merchandise .• 
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TOURISM IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY 

. The part played by tou~ism .1~ the nation:a.l econany may 

be seen in broad terms when: tourist exp~nditure is related .to 

est~ates of Nat1onal Income ana Expenditure. 
. ·- . 

It ~s of\en more difficul~ to evaluate tourism as a S()~rQa 

of income for small tourist destination but it is usually pQSsi­

ble to provide at least a broad indication by means. of. special,. 

s.urvey of the deStination .• 

· Tourls·t ·$xpenditure increases ·th.e income of the desti-

nation by an. ~Ol\~t grea~er than itself. The expenditure is 

· .. amplified an~ this effect, is. known. as ~ multipli~r concept • 

... ;!he multiplier ltself is the . numerical co•effic:1ent .1nd1cati~g 

how much will inerease as. a result of tourist.. expenditure •.. Money 
. . ' ' ' ... 

. ;( 

spent by. tile ~ourist goes into the account of. businessman (towr 

. operators). The money, in turn 1s spent on salaries, SUPPlies. 
; ·' 

· ~.nsuran~ and· ta~s. Each t.ime a tourist makes an expenditure,. 

a ripple of'·additional spending is senit through the ec:onany.· This 

. ripple is called cfiultiplier. The m·ultiplier des aibes the addi-

. tional spendi.ng ·by· a given ·level of' tourist s·pen:ding.·.. A large 

multiplier means that ·an expenditare of' one unit produaes. a. rela:.. 
tively. large amount of additional econcmic actiVity. Mathemati­

cally tbe·multiplier may be defined as -· · 
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M. 1:12 A Z 
. AT' 

~Jhere M = tourist mu.ltipller 
·,: 

'' 

4 .1. = change in incom~ f.~~~u:t,tin~ .fran a change 

in tourist spqncUng 
.. i 

. \ ;~ 

ii 

'l'ba c:alculat.ion of a multiplie.c- .first req\Jires item!-
i' 

·sation of t~ expenditure~ bat1>1een the tourist s~ctors of the . . . ! 

econanr and all other sectors.. some rather complicated matrix 

elgAbrl;) tt?· then used to convert theEJe expnanges into a multi-

. plier. Multipll'ets ar~.,.often difficult· ~§~;balc:.~late precisely 
, • • ~ '! ":1:',, ·,T• : t ; ~f>t :,;_,. 

'. under ~he best d.rcumstaneea. 
'· ~-

The prov1sioll· of tourist servi o::ts-. g(?nerates #l'lployment. 

Totttist requires roads, air·ports, bote1s •. fast-food outle-ts, 

gift shops end many other facilities. These crates additional 

jCb t~ plan, ·a.esign and const.rt1et them. The nat.ure of tou.rlsts 

btdustrY manifests itself .ia a number o.t related tradeS such as 

· transport. eccommodation, entertainm~nt, souvenir and shopping 

etc. The development of t3ur1sm stimulates r~lated servi~ 

Job such. as taxi drivers. tour leaders and interpreters. These 

jobs are direct result of touriSm development., employment arises 

also indirectly in other sectors of the econany which supply 
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goode and servi~s to those who serve tourists directly. further 

~mployment is induced throughout the economy as the incomes 

derive<l from direct and iadirect emploYment are spent ana re• 

spent. Tourism as a source of employment is particularly impor­

tant for areas with limited alternative source of employment as 

in non-industrial ~rea llfhich are often d6fic1ent in natural 

tesou.r ~s other than climate and : .sc.ebicc- ,attra c:::tions. 

.. ~,., ~; TO.t$IST .BE~FICZARl:~S. • ........ "";< _, ' 

ThP. or ..i.gin. 9l'Owth and t~· deve:lo~nt of .sub-sectors 

dependS upon the stage and status of tourism develOPment in tbe 

. r;egJ.on~ The number of tourist arrivals is direetly related to 

the development of vario\olS canponents of this industry. 

i'f Two types of bell$£iciaries primary and secondary tourist 

enterprises can ba distinguished when we consider the importance 

·of tourism in their tou.al ectlvity. Hotels and restaurants, 

travel agents~ and all tow: ope.rators depending mainly on tourist 

for their businass fall on category of primary tourist enter­

prise. Secondary tour1s~ en~rprise are those lllhich de~nd par­

'ielly on tourism. but for the most par~ serve the needs of the 

resident population •. examples ere banks. laWldri~s and retai-

lers in important tourist destination. 

Another way of ~lassifying tourist enterprises are whe­

ther they receive income from tourists directly or indirectly, 
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the dist!n~tion is then betWtaen direct and indirect· tour'ist 

enterprises. 

The affects of tourism on the econQny are spread over 

a large number of industries. The contribution to 1ncanes 

ar,ises both fran incomes ~enerated in the tourism sactor itself 

and from incomes generated in the rest of the economy~ 

~ISit AND P.CONOMIC DF.VELOP~NT 

lncome and job creation are the mos.t common benefits to 
~~ ' 

.be derived fran tourism blt other benef,its may also be realised 

.if the,. volume of thP- tourist. trade is large enough·. In addition 

to jpeing a sourc;e of income and employment, tourism is fre­

queMly a sour ae of amenities for the resident population of the 

.·tourist destination. 

In comparison with .other forms of ec:onQDic development, 

an .improvement in living stand~rds may be. g~:?n~rated through 

tourist traffic and its expenditure relatively quickly. No so­

phisticated technology is required to establltsh the basic faci­

lities for th~ Clevelopment of tourism. As the industry is labour 

intensive; tourism. can absorb unemployed labour resourQ!s, 

which is partia.tlarly valuable in arEOlas with surplus unskilled 

. labour. 

In some locations tourism proVide an infrastructure* 

· wb·ich in turn forms the base and the stimulus for the div e·rs i::--
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fication of the economy and for the development of other indus­

tries. Tourism itself may be expe.eted to create some demand 

for goods and services necessary for the creation and expansion 

of some local indus.tries - to maintain the facilities, 1to meet. 

its requirements for supplies' and to meet the requirements of 

the visitors directly. Tourism expenditure may therefore be 

.said to stimulate an ec::onany beyond the sector coneerned with 

._ tourismo 

Tourism may provide ~ stabili~ing.\ influence ~n country •s 

.export earnings, whose expprts are largely dependent on only · 

· '' 'one or few pr.!mary commodities, with widely fluctu~·ting prices 
' 

in '\Grld marke~. Xn developing country, tourism offers the 

prospect of early and stlbst.antial foreign currency earnings. 

I>ue to internatJ..onal travel tourism has great impact 

· on the balan~ of payme.nt ·position of individual countries. To 

. gauge the magnitude of its effect, it is useful to list the pri·n­

. cipal types of transaction and monetary movemen'ts, both of 

current anca-capital nature, which arise between countries be-

cause of toutism. 

a) Current expenditure by tourist in countries visited 

(on accommOdation, meals, shopping, local transport, and simi­

lar). 
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b) Purchase.of capital goods by tourists in countries 

visited (for ex~~ple, antiques and motor cars). 

c) Dnport and export of goods for tourism purposes 

(equipment, furtlishing, food, wine and other supplies.) • 

d J Fare payments to other countries .international car­

riers (princip~lly. air lines and shipping lines) • 

e) Various money transfers (for e. g. by nationals wor­

kiilg in; tourist enterprises abroad. to finance advertising and 

tourist offices in Ol:her countries. 

f) Poreign capital investment f:ecilities (particularly 

aC(X?mmOdation). 

g) 'J.:nterest:;~:.,pro£ita ·and dividsndl3~(transm1Ss1on of re­

tu·rns on inv~stm~nt'l;to. country of origi:ri;::ci£ capital). 

Of tl;le elx>v.e transactions, items (b) and (cJ are inclu- · 

aed with other .tmports aDd exportS. of goods in the balance of 

trade. l:tems (<i), (e), (g) are included in.the balance of pay-· 

ments with other individuals i.e. other ~ports and exports of 

s~rvi oea and monetary transfers.· , Item (f) is included in the 

capital -.;,account of the be. lance of payments. Therefore. six of-
. ' . ' -~ . 

the sev~n principal ty~s Qf · transact:i::OJ1~ ,:.generalised between 

countries by tourism are not normally separately identified as 

s:uch· in the bal<:lnce of payments. The only item which 1s so 

-identified is· the ~irst expe.nditure by tourists in .the countries 

visited. in the travel ~:.,aC.eount of tha;;Jo.a~):anc::e .of payment. 



23 

Sometimes official estimates are made of international fare 

pa}'lnents i •e• item (d) above. When this is the case# the amount 

may be aCldea to those in the travel account# to give estimates 

of identifiable foreign payments and earnings from tourism. 



CHAPTER II 
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-. 

India •s 9.lorious traditions and cultural heritage are 

. lin~ed lll'ith the development Of touriSm• Its incredible monuments 

attract large. number of tourists fran all over the world. It 

~-~has varied el.tmate £rom extreme Q:>ld in bigh -'~altitudes or 
,; 

Hirnalay~s to the hot. summer in plains •. · T}le golden heaches, the 
{~~~~----..; .~: ~. 

s~nctuaries teaming with wildlife~ i·ts quita· hill stations, the 

. wealth of cultural traditions extending over thousands of years, 

. the masic, danee, paintings, customs, language etc. all these 
..:· . 

make India a tourist paradise. 

However Indie adopted the. modern concept of touri,sm 

. ~quite late. India reCCDqoised the significance of tourism ·on 

econcmy and society only in sixties when it was ful.ly exploited 

.tn other countries of the ,,world. Although considerable time and 

attention was aavotE¥~,·-for th~ developro~nt 'of touri·sm ilmnediately 

after independence, ho~~v~r it received priority only two decade 

later. 

Tha first conscious effect to promote tourism was made 

in 194:S, wh~n a committee was set up unde7 the supervision of 
.... - -~ ... ;,-~_ ,, ... -

Sir John Sergent. The objective of the conmittae was~to mc:ke 

detsil;e,~ survey of the tour1·st traffic in India and suggest new 

potential areas in the country. One of the major recommenda­

tion of this committee was to set up a s~parate represP.ntative 
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o~ganisations fo~ the promotion of tourism. The recommendations 

of. this committee formed the guidelines for the establishment 

of tourist organisation in the country after independence~ 

A separate tourist traffic branch was set up in the 

~lin!stry of Transport in 1949. In 1955-56, the Tourist Traffic 

Division expanded its operation from one branch to four branches. 

The four sections looking after various subjects were : 

i) Tourist '!'r aff 1c Sec~ ion 

11} To~rist Administration Section 

iii) Tourist Publicity Section 

iv) Distribution Section. 

hnother important·step during this period was the opening 

of a ·~in of tourist offices both in ~ndia and overseas for 

d1sseminaUon of tourist informations. ,~~gional offices t11ere 

set.. up at importe\nt parts of entry. Tourist offic::es were opened 

in Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. Tourist information 

office.s were also set up in some of the foreign countries. 

It was on March l, l9S8 that il sepata1:e department was 

ereat.~d in the Ministry of Transport to deal with all matters 

cone erning tourism. However, the Ministry was recognised 

again on March 14, 1967 as the Ministry of Tourism and Civil 

Aviat.ion with two departments (1) Department of Tourism and (ii) 

Department of Civil Aviation. 
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The functions of the Department of Tourism are both. 

promotional and organizational which are calculated by the 

following seven Division$ :. 
. . 

i) Planning and Progranming 

ii) Public~.ty and Conf~;rence 

iii) Travel, Trade and Hospit:ability 

iv) Acc~odation 

v) ~up,plEmenta...-y AcconmOdation al)d ~j;ld Life 

vi} Market Research 

vii) .Administration,• 

'l'he work of these Departments has increased eno.rmo1:45lY.,• 

They can be .summarized as in the Table No.• .1. 

India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) 

The India Tourism Development Ltd•. was incorporated on 

March 31; 1965; by amalgamating three separate. un~ertakings 

then in existence namely; the Hotel Corporation of India Ltd•, 

India Tourism Corporation Ltq., Tourism Transport Undertaking 

Ltd~, under the provision of theCanpanies Act 1956, on the 

lst October 1966; the I'I'DC 'started its formal functioning• In 

pursuance of the recommendation of the Administrative Reforms 

ConJDission (ARC}, the control of Ashoka Hotel Ltd• and the 

Janpath Hotel Ltd• was transferred from the then M.inistry of 
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works, Houaing. and Supply to the Ministry of Tourism and Civil 

Aviation from July 2, 1968. Ranjit and Lodi Hotels were also 

amalgamated with I~~,.p.c. from March 197o:~~~~tsi!The main objec-
. . -~_,. ..... ~~~· ~-~-~-:;.-.. "-~·-~.:p"' 

ti ~s o'f this Corporation are : 

. il Construction and management of hotels, motels, 

tourist bungalow, guest houses·, restaurants and beach resorts at 

various places for. accommodating tourists. 

11) To provide c:onfqrtable transport facilities for 

tourists. 

i·ii) To provide entertainment faciliti~s for tourists by 

way of organizing cultural sho~<S ,. music conflerts, ·sound and light 

iv) To provide shopping facilities for tourists. 
. :..•··. \ 

v) To provide publiCity servi.ce in ·India· atld overseas. 
! 

rroc services include accommOdation and rest~urant, duty 

free shops at International Airports, sound and ligpt shows and 

the· production Of quality publicity material. This Corporation 
' . : . 

has. established a marketing division at its :·headquarter in 

Net-i Delhi. 
·----~ \ 

According to its seventeenth annual repor~ 1981-82, ITDC 

had seven S ~star hotels, three 4 star hotels, eleven three s~ar 

hotels and twelve 1 ster hotels with 3800 bed ca~ad.ty and a '· 

tourist transport fleet_ of .113 luxury cers; 39 ambassadors, 4·9 
• --- ~ - 1 - • --- • -· - • • --· • •• ' •• 

big coaches, 2 mini coaches. Today it is the apex organization 
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fully involved with all.the developmental and premotional acti-. 

vities pertaining to tourism in India, 

VISIT IND!A YEAR 1991 · 

In order ~o give desired thrust to tourism the Ministry 

of Tourism has decid,ed to observe 1991 as "India Tourism Year• ~ 

Various quite extravagant p_lans ~ave been put across to build .. ' 

up What is consid~red as adequate basic amenities and inducement 

for tourists. These include 3 

(1) Making the country Tourist Destination of the 90's 

Decade. 

(ii) Enlarging the ten established circuit and adding seme 

more. 

(iii} Bringing in 46 cultural and seasonal fares and festi­

vals within the tourist promotion sphere• 
. ' 

(i v) Stengthening the Himalayan Trekking circuits and trails 

·to inner Himalayas • 

(v) Workicg up a print-media campaign on tourism promo-

tion and its benefits - econcmic and social. 

Also to relieve pressur.-e on the uGolden Triange" (Delhi, 

Agra and Jaipur), the Government has openP.d up 18 new tourist 

circuits. These range from the Dilwar~ temple in Rajasth~n to 

Mandu in r1adhya Pradesh. Then the Manali-Leh road has been opened 
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to tourist txaffic. and Sikktm and H~acha~ are being sold ~o 

winter sport enthusiasts. 

In Madhya Prad~sh, Bestar district is being opened to 

·tourists. The S~ate's Tourism Department is trying to explore 

unk!JlPwn hill stations likm Pachmarhi and the medieval ruit~ of 

Bundelphand. ImportE:>ntly it has installtc?d ~.,cOmputerised· hotel 
:.. .. · .:;_ ......... . . 

resarvation system 'dhich enebl~s tourists in a.!'!y part of th1?. 

country to book rooms in i'-1adhye Pradesh Touri.sm i1otels. 

Maharashtra which is targetting sea lovers developing 30 

locations along th~ Stata·• D virgin coaatlin~ and as many as 18 

new hotels ar(;l! stet.ed to come up. The Government. is drawing vil-

lages into its plan providing loa~:W to set up res-G\aurants. 

compoait~s and toatiug facilities. 

Orissa too is. attempting to develop its 4a2 ~s. coast-

line and drawing up a blugpriot to prcn1ote its Buddhist his­

torical sit~s. K~rala is wooing tourists to its famous back­

waters. '.t'he Government is t tying up with the Taj Group which plans 
I 

\ 

to invest Rs. 100 crora-in eett1ng up a series of reso~ts and 
\ 

hotels in the State. \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

union Tourism Seeretery Manish Bah~l said the Cent~ has 
\ 

allocated 225 crores for the developm9nt ;df:'tour.ist spots in the 
\ 

\ country. The total pli!i!nned investment in the tourism sector 

included a grant of Rs. 100 orore from Japan for the develOJ?m~nt 
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of tourists spots in Bihar and Utt.ar Pradesh. 

11!; tot!al amount of Rs • 2.12 crore has been given for: the 

development of tourism in Biber• In addition to the financial 

essistcm<l?' .elreaay proviot?d in Bihar, tr..e Ce.ntre WOtllif. spend 

Fe • 24.02 crore on repeir of nat:.tonel h.tgh~ys in the State. 

The Stat€' Gov(?>rnm~nt in turn woula sp~r.d ns. 32 cror~ on the State 

highways. 

T.h~ Statfl' Tour is.; Departm~n~ ):~Elo )ocato<?d morE: picturesque 

spots in $ikkim, th~ e;~at of tAA world •s third highf'!>St snow peak 

Ksn~h~nj unga~- (8603 metr(l's). Th~ State ·:GQv~r.nment had requested 

tl~~ CPntr~ t-0 op~n mor,::> attra cti v~ .!lr~a$ in this :! trategically 

traportant: stat~ to th" tOL\r.ists - mainly th!;? foreign trav~llers• 

Th~?> Stat~ GoVP.rm~nt hed ~rc;~d th.a- o~ntr~ to ~rmi. t foreign to~a-

rllat.s t.o viE-it 11 Ywntl'H:H1S3" sor x-ouooerl :C.•y thick Rhodod~adran forests 

overlooking' t:he snow capper mountains in NqJ;'th Silt-Kim• Under 

,:th?. new rela~a ruh>, foreigners cc:n visit up to PhOdang monas-

try 40 kms frorn h~re 1n North Sikkim• .hC\',~Ver, they can more in 

ttbe. entire west ena Sou'l:h Gi.idd.m for. a per:.tod of l.S days with 
···} -..... . 

Thea State Governments i!l North ?e.Ste>rn Stet~s are gearing 

up by· str.~ngtheJ:Jlng th"" infre-ats-ucture r:rnd str~aiJlining, the 

6th~r depart.·nt3nts to a~tre ct more tourists during the 0 V1s1t .India 

¥eat: 11 
• • . ~ •• ..!· • 

Regarding the restric.tion:-'t of t;:.tle. entry of foreign 
:t.:~~::-!:~-< · ... ·~~~;- ,_,~i:'!" .... . • 
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~ourlsts, there has been a joint venture ·by, the Eastern States 

for relaxation of the R~stricted Area Permit (RAP) • A meeting 

has been held in Delhi recently by the Secretaries of Racb State 

concerned urging the Centre to lift the ban on foreign tourists. 

The North-Rasternmost State of 'India - ASsam - c:cme under 

; .stitish rule after the treaty of Yandaboo i:n 1826. Before that, 

i;t was an independent. state ruled by the royal house of the Ahan. 

the ~~scandant of the Sukapba,. uho crossed the Patkai Hills with 

about 1000 Qf hls count.rymen and settled there in the early years 

.. of ·tbe 13th century. 

Befor4?1 the advent\· .. of AllCIDS,. the country was known as 

.Kamarupa and it Jlad .ita capital at' Pragjyot~spura. Ancient Kama-
. : -·~ .. •,.- .. , .,::; .. .:;.:;_.~~.'t~:::;~ 

rupa included· many· pel'ts o£ present Nor~h Bengal and East Pakis­

tan•, 1\a:orc:ling .to ancient Shastres~ like l{a.l1ka Purana,. the 

·. temple Kama.khya near Guwahati was the Centre of Kamarupa.. and 
. . 

.:the· country e~na~ around this. temple in .all direction for 

4$0. mil.es. It 'WaS bOunded by the Karotoya river in the wee~'• 

· Dikrang river in the P:a.st.. the mountains of Kancba.na and Gi.r' 

Kanyaka on the .~orth and the conflu~n~ of the Brahmaputra and· 

,l;Skshmi river on the south• So Kamarupa i.ncluded roughly the 

~ahmaputra valley,. Bhutan,. Rangpur of pres~nt East Pakistan 

·and Coocb .Bihar of West Bengal~ During the mythological period, 



'[
 

-'
7

 

N
 

AS
SA

M
 

))Y
.,.

S~ 
~?

-~
 

\,
 
~
 

~G
~~
 

~?
-0

~ 

B
H

U
T

A
N

-

,. 

T
R

IP
U

R
A

 

.r 

T
O

U
R

lS
T

 
S

P
O

T
S

=
e

 

1.
 

K
a

zi
ra

n
g

a
 

2.
 J

o
rh

a
t 

3.
 

S
ib

sa
g

a
r 

-
4.

 N
a

g
a

o
n

 
~ 

5.
 

G
u

w
a

h
a

ti 
6.

 G
h

a
n

d
u

b
i 

7.
 

B
o

rp
e

ta
 

a. 
M

a
n

a
s 

9.
 

T
ez

pu
r 

1 o
. 

N
al

ba
ri 

11
 .

 
B

ha
lu

k 
pu

ng
 

12
. 

O
ra

ng
 

13
. 

M
aj

u!
i 

14
. 

D
ip

hu
 

15
. 

H
af

lo
ng

 
16

. 
U

m
ra

n
g

su
 

17
. 

S
ilc

h
a

r 
18

. 
S

a
m

a
g

u
ri

 
19

. 
M

ad
an

 K
a

m
d

e
v 



' .33 

the King Narakaruna and his son Bhagadatta were the famous kings 

of Kamarupa. The chinese traveller Hien Tsang who visited 

Kamarapa about 640 A.D. during th~ rule of King Bheskara Varmen 

has left a vivid ac:o:>unt of the country and its people. After 

this n.is tor .teal document, the knowledge o£ ancient ASss:m for 

few centuries wes. very me~gre but the d1smvery of. several copper 

plates ~ch were prepared between the later part of the lOth 

century and ~e middle part of the 12th Century ha~ brought into 

light the condiUon of the country at that time. Acx:oraing to 

the accounts of these copper plates which were meant to recite 

the grants of lend by the kings to the Brahma.nas, the muntry 

was ruleQ by the dynasties of Pales, Kochas, Kacharis, Chutias 

etc:•, one after another in· different parts of~ country. There 

was no stable government in the country due to constant warfare 

between the neighbouring states until the c:cming of Ahan·s under 

the leadership cf Sukapha, a prince of Shan tribe of the ancient 

Kingdom of Mungraan as ·Pong· (that vas ·located in the upper por­

tion of the :Irrewadi valleys in ·1228• They crossed the Patkai 

range and·entf,!red the areas which ns;>w form the present Dibrugarh .. 
: : ... ' .. ~;;~~~~~;; 

District a'iicf"'South-eastern part of S1.Dsagar.;. They cc:Qqguered 
··~~~."l ·=-·· :-··,;~,;~-.s;:;~t, .. · . ~· 

the local tri tea one after ·another. By the end of the 15th ~n-

tury# the Ahans were the dominant power in upper ASe;.~~ Two cen-

. -turies later~ they became th'e masters of the whole of Assam upto 

Goalpara, after defeating the Koaches, Kac:haris and ot.hers. The 

power and prosperity reached the1r Zenith during the rule o£ rting' 

Rudra Singha (1696-1714 A·D~>· In the 18th century the kingdom 
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was greatly weakened l':rf internal jealousy and ciiversions. By 

1786 there was a state of anarchy. In despair, the ruling prince 

Gaarinath Singha sought the aid of the English in Calcutta. In 

response, Lord Cournwallis sent a small forCle to Assam ·in 1792 

under Captain Wealsh, who ultimately drove away the foreign free­

booters, and placed Gaurinath Singha on the throne• ~~en Sir John 

Share succeeded Lord Cornwallis as Governor GP.neral of Bengal, 

one of his first act was to recall Captain Welsh as e policy of 

non-interference in Assam inspit~ of the protest of the ruling 

king. Internal s.trifo that caused one crisis after another and 

in 1817, the Burmese came to Assam in response to Badan Earphukan •a 

appeal- a rebel against the King. The swept over the' country 

bringing untold misery to tha people and having achieved ·thin 

purpose, they left th~ a::mntry soon after, but reappeared again 

a few years later in response to further appeals. 

This time they intended to stay. Th~ ruling pri~ Chan­

drakente Singba fled to Bengal and the Burmese taking advantage 

of this, put Jogeswar Si.ngha (1821-1824), the brother of one of 

the Asssmese consorts of the King Bodawpaya of Burma, as their 

nominee on the throne of Assam. The Burmese invasion at the end 

of the Ahom rul~·was the greatest catastrophe for th~.Ass~ese 

people. As a result of their inhUman brutality, the people of 

the Ass·am valley flP.d to the hills, to Cachar, to t1anipur and the 

\~!hole region became depopulated, in addition, thousands of .Aesemese 

11119re taken away as captives~. 
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The .English whose interest were being thr~at€'ned. else-

. where and whose envoy was h\.UTiili~ted by the Burmese, were again 

indu ~d to intervene. They defea'tf'l!d th~ Burmese in several tst-­

tlc=-s in Assam. By.the treaty of Vandaboo in 1826; the Burmese 

r~nem~d all claims upon Assam and promis~d to ab$tain from fur­

ther interferen~. a very mild word for s reign oi terror that 

took place in <'"'~Ssam .• 

David.Scott was appointed Agent of the Gevernor-General 

over this devas1ted area• By 1842 the whol~ of thE'! Assam valley 

came under English :rule; and it was admininistered as an out• 

lying district of Bengal• In 1874. a separate province of l~ssam 

·under a Chief CQnmission~r was created with Shillong as capital• 

In 1905 under th~ orders of Lord Curzoill, L);Ssam was amalgamated 

with the east~rn district of 'S~ngal, t::•nd a nP\'t' province was known 

as nast~rn B~ngal and A£-sam ".-Jith D<HX::B as capital r:ms created• 

rrhe partition of D~ngnl c~:used a lot of polit:.ical unrest and ulti­

mately the n~w arrangement W<)S broken up and Assam was made a 

separat~ province in 1924. 

Indi<J achi~ved he.r independeonce in 194 7 and as a result 

of parti-tion, the district of Sylhet excluding t:h~ Kerimganj 

e~b-division has gone to Bangladesh (the then Pak~stan) so with 

her newly drawn boundary. Assam is now the north easternmost 

State of the .Indian Union.• 
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The most dominating feature in the topography of ASsam is 

th~ cause of th~ rive·r Btabmaputra. It hc:4s .carved out its own · .. 

:valley betliieeif two parallel ranges - the Brahmaputra valley and 

·.the Barak valley.· Tbe river. enters the plain near Sadiya from · 
. . 

where it assumes the present neme and runs ·dri~ly westwards for 

nearly 4So·~iles tra'~rsing every d.istrict of Assam valley. The 

. valley ( Btahmaputra val'ley )' is a per:fect.:~,pia:in; studded wit.h 

numerous clt~nps of .h.flls _rising abruptly from the general ievel 

·ana surro.unded on al.l' sides except the west by mountains and 

·intersected in all directions .by many streams and revulets. which 

coming c:n1t. from the neighbouring hiils empty themselves into tha 

great channels of Brahmaputra. The Barak Valley is extending 
.... 

about 12S miles (200 Jcms ). in length and 60 !'!'files in breadth. 

~his valley is elso of alluvial origin. and is closed by ranges 

on.three sides. 

Physical Divisions 

The physical features of Assam are so closely related that 

·it is convenient to divide Assam into the followinc; physical units• 

a) The Brahmap~tra valley 

b) The Barak Valley 

c) Hill zone. 

aJ ThP Brahmaputra Valley : The valley can be diVided into two 
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.parts, the lower ASsam valley, where the plains are broken by 

isolated groups Of hills, and the upper. Assam valley, where un­
broken plains lie from. the Himalayas· on the northwest t.o the Naga 

Hills on the southeast. 

The numerous. low hills formed scatt~red near Dhubri, Go~l-

para, ·Gauhat1 and 'l'ezpur. The sorrounding plains have ))een for­

med by the alluvial materials carried down by the mighty Brah• 

maputra and its. numerous trihataries. The upper Brahmaputra val-

. ley li~s northeast and southwest between t1«) fairly parallel· 

. ranges and it covers the·.cU.stricts of Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Sib-

sa gar, Jorhat, Golaghat. 

The Brahmaputra valley J.s·a flat level· plain, though su~-
. 

;rounded by high mountains. · Dilxugarh has an altitude of 340ft;. 

(104 metr~s) and, q~Uhati has only' 163 ft~ (50 metres) • 
. .. 

·l>J '1'h9 Barak .. va_.lley : Thi~ .valley c:ons.is.~,:{of its main part 

largely o£ swampy f lets ·broken by numerous ·low isolated hills · and 

ridges. The. G.aro hills mark the limit of. the valley abruptly in 

the nor.th, but the southeastern boundary is of a different cha-

racter long spurs of highland project from Tripura ·and Mizo Hill$ 

and between them ere broad valleys ~,uSually diversified with many 
-

low isolated hills. 
... , ' «'..;:· 

Most· of. the tea cult1vation in the·-.aarak. .·· 

valley is· on the Tipam' bed~ A.no~her interesting feature iS the 

presence of gra~l in the plateau deposited by the Barak and its 

tributaries. · The flat ground is largely occu~ied by clayey allu-

. vium• 
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c) Hill Zone : The Hill Zon~ of ABsEJin comprises of two revenue 

districts viz •• Kerbi Anglong and N.c. Hills. 'fhis ZOne lies 

between 24°54' and 26°41' N. latitude and 92°7' and 93°52' E 

longitude. ~he Zone covers an area of 5.222 sq. km· equivalent 

to 19.4% of the State area of which 66%. an~ 34% of the area is 

occupied by Karbi Anglong and N.C. Hills Pistricts respectively. 

· This ZOne has a po.pu.lation of 4,SS.3S7 . .,whidh .i,s equivalent to 

3.ell% of the State. 

FLORAL AND FAUNAL AT'l'R IBUTli:S 

Plora and Fa~na both have b~en considerea as good resource 

of modern tourism. The greenery of forest and wild cries of 

anJ.mals always· attracted the mankind •.. AS far as ASsam is con~rned. 

it is very r~ch and prosperous in floral and faunal resources. 

ASsam is known for her rid'l forest we9lth. The luxurient, 

evergreen and desiduous forests of the State abound with variety 

of valuable timber species. In certein parts of the State exten­

sive bamboo forests also exist. Assam also occupies a place of 

pride in the wild-Ufe map of the country for her rich. varied 

and rare' wild-lifa species. 

At the end of 1998 Assam hc;~d around 17•4 thousand sq. l<m~· 

of area under: reserved forests and about 3.3 thousand sq. lqns. 

of area under proposed reserved forests. The area under reserve 
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fore&te thus,· constituting about 22 per cent of thfl? total geo­

graphical area of the State. 

Wildarness of the forest is the home of wild life and they 

are petential tourism resource. Assam has a ex>lourful and fas­

cinating wild l~fe. Great Indian one ~orned Rhinoceros, Hollocks, 

¢0mmon langur, Cep langur, Q.~lden langur, :Tiger, SqUirrel, Water 

btlffalo. different k]::-rias of Deer. ~lepnane~ birds like sarus. 

Peacock. Duck and Ge~se. Pelican and Hornblll, reptil~s like Llzard. 

Python, Cebra~ Krait are common in the jungles .of hills and wild 

life sanctuari~s of Assam. · :.11gratory birds like Duck, Swan ~tc. 

corning from far off places like Siberia (USSR) arf?. seen in large 

nwnbers during winter al.l over the State, Whit~ Winged ~oQ'ood Duck 

a rare sp4;>.cit=:s of ornithologist •s delight is found in the forest 

reser ces of upper ASsam •. The· mystery of thousands of birds ccm­

mittirtg suicide annually at Jatinga a quiet village in North 

cachar Hills is yet to be unrevealed by ·.the ornithologist of the 

world. 
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·:• 

WILD LlFF. SANCTUARY IN" "ASSAM 
To...bk N0.-2 

i) Manas Tic;er· Project -390 Sq. Km· 

72 a " \ .11-l) orang . ~ ,, '· 
11£):' .,Pabha 49 A" 'Q· 

iv) t.eokhewa ;·~,-~,.i:,,, 
: ~- .... 60 " u 

v) l?abito.ra 16 u A 

vi) sonai Rupa 175 u rt 

vi.i)· Garampani 6 a n 

viii) Barnadi 26 ft " 
ix) Dibro-Saikhow~ 640 " .. 
x) Nameri 130 n A 

xi) Kac:hugaon 214 ii a 

xii) Diparbill 4 A " 

xiii) Bar ail & North ·cachar Hills UNSPYICIP If:D 

N~tional Park : Kaziranga 430 Sq. ~· 

SourQ:!: Tourism Statistics# DirectoratE? of Tourism# 
Goverrnne.nt of Assam. · 
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cmNSUS i'IGL~E OF KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK 

To.hk. r-Jc, • 3 

S~CIF.S 1966 - 1221. ~ ~ 

Rhino 400 670 967 1080 

F.lephant 375 430 780 500 

wilo Buffalo 550 600 660 700 

Swamp de~r 250 520 700 800 

Bison 20 13 25 30 

Samber 300 200 300" 300 

Hag deer 4000..5000 6000-6500 · SOOQ-9000 12,000 

Barking d~er 100 100 130 100 

Wild Pig S00-600 550-650 aoo-9oo 800 
;,! .. 

Bear 30 30 30 30 

Tiger 20 30 40 52 

Leopard 12 10 10 

Ottar 20D-300 20Q-300 400.500 300 

Hag badger - so 
Capped Langur 25 

Hoolak Gibber 3 

source: Forest Department, Wild Life, Assam. 
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RAO.!S RELIGION AND PEOPLE 

i ·. 

'l'hSJ early history of race migration t..o Assam\- e migration 
. \ 

\ 
that came in different st.agp,s and waves - i.s . obscure\ like a dis-

\ 
tant. view, thEt anthropology of the different. racial ~oups is 

. \ 

only partially probed int,o and explored. Itt is in t.hi~ land 
. '\1 . '\ 

wn&n recas and peopl~ frcm different cor:ners,: and regioi\IA,across 
.. ;1\ :~\· 

its boroers met .and lived, and in the process of time e~~lved a 
. . 1 \ 

COnSOlidated pat~rn with conmon traditions. and as~i.ratio~,~. 
\ '\ .. 

Through the long columns of histo.ry, p~cples of diffi=!rent orf§.in 
- ' \~... . ---i...~"-. 

anti ethnology migrated into this land. fought and rambled io its 

be$~tiful vall~ys and hil.ls, ana as th~ years rolli?!d on, ferti~ 

iiz.ea its si~"tiiS and arteries into a rich. and solid entity. 
;, 

The principal raaas of people that have migrated i.nto if· 

a~e: The 1-\ustro-ASiati.cs, the Dravidians, the TLbeto-Bu.rmans, 

~he MongolOids and the Aryans • These were the principal fSQ?..S 

of. peopl~ in the distantmost loom o.f history that built. a culture 

of th€\ir own, a nel dom1natgd a major portion of south•east Asia 

as Cambodia, th1? Ntcobar Islands. upper Burma and. some parts of 

Australia. In India r?ces of t.hi;.se peopl~ arfa found to some. eX­

tent in Chote-Nagpur and Khasi and Jaintia H.ills. 

The ~ravidiens might be regarded as the ~xt 9roup of 

PE'Qpl~ in rlation to the Austro-Asiatics. in point of. time, to 

migrate and 6to~ell in this ~lld. These are ethnologists lllho 
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suppose that the Bania and the Kaibarte cammuniti!OS here a.re 

the remote eurvivars of this great race of people. 

The Mongolians in general belong 1;0 th~ Tibeto-Burman 

family of. the Indo-Chines~ group. The .Kacha.ris, the Rabhas, the 

I'1echeE_;, t:he'r-iiris, the Lalungs~ f!:he Gar<?s, th~ Nagas, ·the Kukis 

a~Cl the lik~ · are the members of the early mongoloid gro.up that 
.\ 

migrated into this land. 

· · The invas.ion of the Ahoms in the s~cond quarter of t~e 
. \,, 

13t}} century constitutes the history of Mongaloid migration in 

ASsam. 

Another great division of the Indo-Chi.nese family of peo­

ples includes tne Dimesa or the Hill .Kecharis, the Bodes or the 

plains Kecharis, the Rabhas, the Ga'ro~, thP. Lalungs and the .l!;ke. 

Both 'the BOdos·'i'aila·~,,'the Kacharis had th~i.t eroplre, their art and 

cultur~ were developed to a high lQ~~l of excellence and they 

constitute a l~ndmark of a cultural· history. Dimapur was the 

c~pital city'of.the I<achari Kingdon in central J:\Ssam~ 

Th~ Chutiyas originally occupied a tract of land not far 

removed from the home of the Shans, along th~ north-eastern tip 
: . . ·' ., .... 

qf the (X)Untry1~,_;~~ ... The Ahans as they ent:ered~-,£h4s land after 

havingcrossed the Patkoi ranges had to t;?ncounter the.po~erful 

Chutiyas. ·It s~ems the Chutiyas absorbed a good number of these 
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immigrants through inter-marriage and other social exchanges_; 

and ult.imately evolved a . new ra~ of people' Called the Ahem-<:hu­

tiyas as a result of this interfusion• The lore of the Chutiya 
' 

race is rich in tradition, and tradition .has' it that t·hey formed-· 

a Hindu dy_nasty in Sadiya or what. was known as Vidarbha. 

·, .; .. · 
Th~ Ahc:!!S camP. to this land in the 13th century, their 

.appearance and intense participation in ~h~ llf~ of tbis land 

changed the1 whole ciou~e of history. A member of the Shan sub-sec­

tion of great: I;nd~Cbinese family of peop.le,l.~:~the Ahoms .idle e,ven­

tually becarre the masters of the whole of Brahmaputra valley; built 

for the most part, thP-ir stronghold in upper Assam. Particularly 

in the mOdern district of Stbsagar and Jorhat .• 

The Garos, a tribP. of the Tibeto~B:.:rman Bado family, who· 

generally inhabi-t th~ hills ·known after' thertl~· are ·like· the I<has1s · 

and· the Synte~915 a matriarchal--people. ' ThouSh matriarc.llial--peo-

pl~, their eultu~~l .patterns havtc:~ grel'!ter ~~.fJ.nity ·with· thoSe of 
• • ..... ~-"":;.'<:'_: • 'f' 

.. 
thP. Bodo-Kacharis in the plains than.with··those of the Khasi·ana 

syntezi<i~· 

The Mitis live both ·in the hills and ·the plains of the 

$_tc:Jt:e. ·those in the plains are generally a riparian people. • They 

are a. ·dacile population es the Mikirs are~ ··Those in ·hills inhabit 

su~HiJna·layan ranges to th~ north of the district of l:.akhiinpur. 

They·· are a people of 'l'ibeto-Burman origin. They are tall of Well 
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developed bodi~s and have the ple.asant facial features of the 

Mongoloid type of people. 

The Khamtis a people of the Mongoloid stock like the Ahcms 

inhabit the eastern tip of the Brahmaputra valley. Thef are of 

the Shan origin. The Khamtis are Buddhists of the Burman school. 

The Khamti ternple§~are made of timber, a9d th~ various designs and 
-· .. 

carvings attached to them speaJ~ of these people as being a sen• 

siti ve and artistic raQi!. Their priests art=>. ·eelebrates and their 

holy see is known as ·bapu chang •. 

Their are 'Mikir Hills in the central regions of the State. 

They are now ~ons'titutea __ into- a separate hills district under 

the sixth schc.dule of th~ Constitution of India. Tile tribe of -... .. .... 
-,:. 

this region are' of: the Tibeto-Burman stock~ ·There .is a scat­

t~red population of the Karbis in the plains of thP District of 

Kamrup and Nowgong as also in North Cachar •. The Karbis are gene­

rally a peaceful· trit~ and they differ considerably in habit and 

Character fran the tri~s of the rest of the hills. 

Assam- is a living museum. so t? say of ra~s and tribes. 

tes ides these there ara other diff er""?nt tr i l:::es, the chief o~ whom 

arP· the Turungs, the Naras, the Phaldals, and the like. All 

these tribes dwell in the Opper ASsam Valley and in the Hills 

tQat. ]J.e around it, shettering diff~rent groups of humanity cosy 

nooks. 



Besides the Tibet<rBurmans, the Mongoloids, the Austro-

Asiatics and the Draviaia·ns, Assam is the home, generally speaking 

of the Aryan a:nso. Zt m~.got be that some of these people made 

their appearan~ on the,,._~ast of this Stat:~-t~,i!.he Aryans entered 

its valley from the west. The Kalitas whose main prOfession 1s 

agriOJltur~, numerous, all over the State, the_Y are· supposed 

to be one of the earliest groups of Aryans that came to -ASsam •. 

Likce. the Kalitas, the Brahmins, a.n Aryan stock are also im:nigrants 

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 

The p&Qple of ~$sam bred in ancient peasant traditions, 
~ (.>.:.>"!{~ .. ~~.:.....·- -, ... . ~ •, -~ 

observe a sort of primit-ive devotl.on to ·n:~ft·ure, it reveals itseld 

in the popular festivals· li~ the Bihus that ~onmemorate the cha-

nges of seasor.s. These nature festivals that mark the advent of 

su1tumn and spring, remind one of the primitive man of agriculture 

who created both rituals and magic out of art. 

Th~ Bahag Bihu is a festival of dane~ and music, it is 

eele:brated in mid~Aprill when nature likA a young ~an opens 

into a radiance of light, beauty and colour. 

This ia a gay popular fest17al associated ~s it is with 

nature 11Stirred" under the impac.t of spring rain and 1n it folk 

joy is seen at ita best and highest, danee and music add to the 
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colou~ of the scene. The Bihu dances invariably precede the 

rains and the season of .cultivation, in <April when the festival 

i$ held. natut:e ~CDmes bright ana buoyant. The people sing and 

dance together, young .boys and girls drawn to each other in the 

golden lure of dreams, songs and the plaintive Bihugits and Bongits. 

The Bihu dan~s are a superb expression of manly art and 

dispart, a sing-song chant punctuat~d by the native drums called 

"dhols" forms the musical accompaniment in the main to which the 

people dance in gay abandon. LikEt the Russian Polka, the Bihu 

danQ:!s display a genuine folk-joy. The "Marhar ~ingar Pepa 11 an 

indegenous flute made of buffalo horn, gro~ faint and distant 

. and the dancers dan09 to its dying strains. 'I'he Bihu dances ex• 

press the spirit of a fest.ility festival• Th~ Bihus are of uniden­

tified origin. 

Assam is a land of different ra~s. and peopl.:::. \11hich has 

r~ndered·th~ origin of the 8ihus mysterious. It_is held today 

as a popular relic of the cJistant .Austro-Asiatic civilization 

in view primarily of its agricultural and pastoral origin. 

ThE> Bihu dan~s rtt'VBal: l evide:"lQ:!S of Austro-Asiatic in-

fluenees, with the Austro~As1atic danCP. fes£;ivals conn~cted 
. " • -" ..•. -.. ~4~·1!· 

with the harvest season and also SE'ed t~e, constitut~ s popular 

social event. This is seen in places wherever these people have 

migrat~d· It is. to be found in Java, in thP Nicobar Islands, 
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·-
Upper Burma and those plac».s · ia India where· ·Asiatic influenQ!s 

were onCe the dominant traits. ''i'he Bihu danees ·and festivals are 

a robust relic of this anciient civilization. and they· live as such 
... 

attuned ·to a sod.ety that is still now predominantly agricult~ 

ral~ 

The ~nief amUsement of the cauntryside·are community dan­

cing and singing, stage acting· ·called the Bha11mas and buffalo 

fights etc~ These iteins' of·inerry-making are mostly connected 

with the Bihus, a popular a·gricUltilral festdval. The Bihus are 

supposed to be of Austro-Asiatic'ozigin and their· influence on:the 

pattern of Assamese culture. though impereeptihle is potent. 

·The habit of chewing raw beteln'uts as prevellent in Assamese 

so·cf.ety today is supposed to be an Austro-Asiatic customs., It 
,, 

is fairly 'Well-spread. 

· Thcr~ are three Bihus, the Bahag, the Magh and the Kati; 

celebrat~d at different periods and cycles·o£ thP. Y~ar·and natw:e• 

· I.n point of import an Q:! and , ce.r~ony, 'the Bohag Bihu ·is the fore- · 

most· of them, al~. It is cele.hrat~ with the advent of the ABse­

mese new year \1hich, syncl;Jronises With. mid-April. This is the 

time ~hen the w~nter vei~ of. ~ag end mist is lif~ed and. the d_ry 

bones.of.the .earth quicken under a mystic touch. The touch is 

.. that of buoyant ~pring 9liding into the. nak@d bones of trees into 

empty f,l~lds and the hearts of men with music and joy._ ~·he Bihu 

festival is an enactment of the primitive urge in man for expres-
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sion ti1rough rites ana rituals songs ana dances of a natural 

fact., It is the fact of natures procreative urge which is 

symbollsed through this festival of the Ebbag Sibu. 

Folk dances are a common item of the social life of 

Assam and with the approach of this Bihu, held in P.pril, every 

individual is enlivened with a new spirit; he is caught with 

0 jOio=t c:!!e vivre" and as he danO:ts, it might be in the open 

field, under a banyan tr~e or in the shade of a bamboo or 

mangg.;.grove. he does it in gay abandon. The drum beats produces 

a frantic mUsic· that has an appeal on the sinal!JS of the mind 

end the body, the buffalo horn blows, raises the softer noteS 

·of the young hearts of both sexes and draldS them into the gol­

den world of dreams a&d aspirations, the textur~ of which is 

wovcen no less by panions born on Bihugits and Barngits. These 

songs are for the most part youthful vibrations and are woven 

·round themes of love and young·natura~ 

. . . 

Of the other two ail'l\IS, the M~. Bihu is celebrated i.n 

the middle of w~_nter,. after the"~h~r~~~t is collected· . With 
... .;_;;~.?'··· •. op ,i •. :t ,_· .... .-.':1·-·i:.l·'?j 

bonfir~ ·and social gath~rings and f~asts. · It can be called tthe 
" 

Harnest Hom~ •.. It shows powerful influeno.=?s of tM hills. To 

the ancient man~ the camnunity fire had a distant plaee in the 

u~ilitarian content of his lifee. The AMagh Bihu .. repr~sents 

the primitive aspect of life with the tire as the c:entre-piece 

as prev alent in the plains and hills. During this Bihu the 

bonfire is the • conspicious fea.ture, after the harvest is coll~c-
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ted. the earth is empty and barren. 

:: <""~=;~ ~ ' ... ·. ·, ...... ·. 
The uxati"D'""'1'S the most i'~iQ!lificant of the three Bihus 

in point of caremony and in;lpor~nee, it synchronizes with the. 

time V\en the grqen shoots in the fieid put forth, the initial 

blossans Ught are burnt on this occasion and the goddess of 

prosperity is propitiated. 

The Bihu dances have created a number of indegeneous mu­

sical instruments, •Qhols u or th$ native· drums that invisibly 

accompany the da.nces enjoy a lot of popular!~. The "Mohar 

Singer Pepa .. is an indeqeneous flute made of th~ bUffalo horn 

1 t is overwhelming in its vibrant musicalnass. It is played 

with the Bibu dan01s which lends to atmosph,ere of Bihu joy and 
~ ' 

delight a sort of haunting malady. 

ASsam is rich in a numb@r of tribal dances. The Bodos 

of the.plains have an intTicate pattern of indigenous dances. 

They are mostly associated with a prtmitive ritual called 

Karaipuja. The instruments that accompany these danQ!s are simi­

larly indegenous. A flute called uChifung 11
· ·is most attractive 

in its musicalness. The gegane. g~oeral..ly used by th$le people, 

is another musical iostrlttnents of. tQe Bodes. The ~Nagera is a 
. .··:.: .• t:.i $.·.~~·,:~ti:JJ?. 

south Indian .musical instrum~nt that J'las bean long associated 

with Assamese cultural life from ancient times~ 

The "'Bhawanasu an important item of .folk-enjoyment are a 
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popular Va.ishnavaite stage performanCe introduced by Sankardevi 

a cycle of dramas, music and songs has grown round 1 t. It has 

at the se.me 'time given birth to a new class of music called 

..:ankienater gi.t"• They are of devotional context. They consti­

t~te life of tha villag~ nemgltD.ass or congr~gational prayer halls. 

the namghees consti tut<?. the v~nue of,~. their devotional dramas • 
.... . - ,. - ~:th.YF.:;:l,."{it~ 

Th~ St.Jtra<fthar dance is an integral:- part of this rellgio-cultusal 

life of the mythological dramas. The ojapali danees, mostly 

popular in western seam, and non-vo1shnavite origin, are othP.r 

significant items of their cultural life, they are usually 

associated with the serpent goddess Menesa. 

The women of this State are mostly distinct! w.! in their 

dr9Ss. 'l'h.eoy wear "melchela" or long flowing skirt down to the 

ankles, a -'riba 0 or breast cloth and a shawl, '*.t-1uga 0 is a rega-

lar wear of the women-fclk, men prefer large ~aps of eri (endi) 

during winter~ Silk and C<l)tton with beautiful designs of in-

Gandhij i says, 0 l!Nery women of Assam 1s a bar.n weavex •••• 

.And she weaves fairly tales in cloth •••• I fell in love with the 

women of Assam as soon as I learnt that they were accanplished 

~avers. Be1fl9 W@avers they have us~a aconany in their dress 

without impairing its beauty or its efficiency as cover. And 

to me it is a sign of very high culture to see the ASsamese women 

and girls wearing little or no je'Wellery0 ~ 
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· -~ JlSSam does not have a separate weaving class, here all 

people weave, irrespective of caste or creed or social position, 

and almost every house cxmtein a loan. Se.riaulture and handloan 

weaving are the most important c;gttage industries in ,::asam, the 

principal variety of silk consists in .. eri .. (a \tlhite silk of the 

mulbery warm) and "muga .. (a yellow buff silk) • 

cane and bamboo and palm leaf work constitute an indigenous 

· cottage industry of the rural areas, things of different artis..:. 

tic worlQnanship and· daily use are made with these materials• 

They are mostly baskets, fans and oven-shaped hats called ujapis ... 

The ·Japis are often ornamented and enibtOiderec:i with different 

designs. 

Silk warm rearing is a consid~~c;lhle rural occupation in 

·Assam. silk ·yarns are obtained through this process. The .. pat~ 

worm which yields a- golden, lustkblitl silk is fed and reared on 

the .. nuni .. tree, Often this worm is reared on the .. chepaa or 

nmezankaria tr~~, and in that case it spins a white coeaon, the 

eri wom •s attachment to the ·aeraa or caster oil plant has ob­

tained for it this particular name• Generally the .. aria or the 

endi as it is known is slightly drab·in coloar, but the texture 

it vY1elds is e~s~ntially of a fi~,·dw:able and at:t:ra cti ~ qua-
~t· ( \ . -.. · ~ .. ~- . ':.·-~..;:.,_. .',.~y:: 

li:ty. It is'soft and light, but warm~ sualkuchi~ a village in 

the District of Kamrup is the heart of this industry at present. 
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Ther:e has not yPt bet;:?n regular architectural explora.tion 

!n ASsam._ some of the old relics found. scattered here and there 

have been collected and these include sculptured imaqes of dei­

ties chiselled stone pillars of different shapes. carved stone 

pedesta-ls of pillars and finely cerVied panels containing figuras 

of both human and animal he·ads. 

Th~- rock-cut images of Vishnu and Ganesh found in or near 

Guwahati go back to an early age • 

. Rock•cut figures hav~ be-en excavated at Pandu.. All tlu!se 

are figures of gods and goddesses. Nemerous cutting on rocks 

arE' to be seen also on the western slope ·of Kamakhya hill. The 

basem~nt of the modern Ghantakaroa temple cx:>ntains some stone 

fragments of older te.'Tipl~s • One of these fragments is a beaati­

fully caJ:'Ved frieze in which these are representation of series 

of garlands and animals. 

Both in Unananda and ASvakraota in Guwahati_, .the Ahan 

temples were built with stones and carved images belong to more 

ancient temples. The Ananta-Sayi Vishnu of ASvakranta is a piece 

of sculpture of vary high order. I,t ~longs probably to the 

10 or 11th c:entw:y A.o. 

The ruins existing in or near Tezpur are much more exten-



54 

siva and va~ied in character. In the town proper ruins of stone 

:t>uilding and of a temple have been found. The ruins cxmta1n 

carved and sculptured stones. Ruins have also been discovered 

in the Bamuri Hills to the east of Tezpur town and at Parbatia 

to the tieSt of Tezpur town. The Shina temple at Parbatia is 

the oldest and finest piece of architectural work in Kamarupa. 

It was built probably in the 5th or 6th eentury A.D. Influence 

of Gupta is noticed in.this temple. 

In modern district of Goalpara scattered remains of shrines 

and temples have been found at Yogighopa. Dekalhowa. Masnai, 

Pancharatna and in Surya-Pabar. 'l'hGse are supposed to be of 

Pre-Ahom period. 

Nowgong district is rich in old relics. Most of the 

shrines here as is evident from ruins, were dedicated to Siva 

and Vishnu. Stone pieees bearing various human animal and 

floral designs have also been found. · 

In SibSagar old architectural ruins bave been found in 

Sibs agar proper • Deapani and Numaligab~ Here also the temples 

were dedicated to either Siva or Vishnu. The ruins consist.s 

of stone images and architectural sculptural fragnents. 

People of Kamarupa. in anciE!!nt times had sbo\Yil arc:hi tec:­

tural· and engin~er.tng skill in the construction of stone bridges 

over rivers. Thera is still a small stone bridge in the western 
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part of NQrth Guwahat1 whieh.is called 0 Sil Sako"• T~e oth~r 

••stl Sako0 was over a channel· of the Bar .Nadil.. It was construe-

ted without lime or mortar. ; 

Dll!VRLOPMF.NT OF TOUR ISM IN ASSAM 

Assam has been adored by nature in such a way that one .. 

finds a paradise on earth. Fran ~he largest river islands Maj uli 

to the tiniest island ~ananda .. on tn~..:;Etahmaputra, long range 

of hil~a and mo.antains, various tributaries and small rivulets 

wild graen forest with ra:te £1ora and~i:'f-~una. Assam is an unique 

place for tourist angle of visio.n. 
' "-"' ·~ .. 
:.;...~L,·.-•.J-• , , ' 

Th~ concept Of tourism is not new in this region. It has 

been pra d:ising here for the last 2000 years. Generally, the 

traveller in the past were sCholars, merchants and pilgrtms. 

The first recordea foreign traveller was probably Hiuen-Tsang. 

He was followed by Muslim and ~nglish tra~llers. 

The self renewing r idles of ASsam attra ct.ed many invaders, 

but t.he one who left most recent and most abiding imprint on 
. . 

l!>ssam were the Ahoma, a Shan tribe fran upper Burma, who entered 

Assan in 1228 A.D~ ana ruled J\sSC!tD till well into the 19th cen-. 
.. 

tury and eventually gave their name to the lanch Before devel-

oping to its pr~sent farm, tourism was passed through a very 

long period i.n the history of ASsam. 
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Growth of Tourism 

Prom the account it is clear that tour.ism has a long and 

chequered history in Assam:. Its early format was mostly rl!'?li­

gious where as in modern times it has assumed one farm of an 

industrial, ec:onanical and socio-cultural activity • 

'I'he salient ~hare cteristics of thes~ historic trends of 

tourism can be d.escribed in four phases: 

1) Development of tourism in ·Ancient p@riod 

ii) OevelopmP.nt of tourism ·1n;;,~-ateval period 

iii) Development of tourism in British period 

iv) Development of tourism in Post Independence period. 

'l'he period fran King Nerakasura (or J.\sur dynasty upto 

the 13th. OQntury A.D.) is full of rPligious ~favour and cultu­

ral renaissana?.t Acc:ordfng.IT,::-to the 'iihcient Hindu Ghastras, the 

temple Kamakhya near Guwahati was the ~nt.re of Kama.rupa. The 

famous Chinese traveller Hiun Tsang also visitP-<9. Kamarupa on 

his tour to India. This long period of ancient history witness 

an unp~eQ:!ndented growth of religious tourism due to emergence 

of Brahmanical society which is resPOnsible for the institution 

of pilgrimage ritual and Hindu way of life. Sane of the.reli­

gi.ous centres which were developed in that period are Kamakhya, 
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t-1ahavairab# umananda etc. Thus it is clear. that Msam was one of 

the major religious centre for Hindus in anciept period. 

11) ImVll:WP!\ImNT OF 'l'OU:R IS.\'-1 IN 11F.DIF.VAL PF.RIOD 

In early medieval p~riod when Ahoma wera ruling has not 

brought any marked change in tourism developm~nt in Assam.. ']:'he 

later Ahom rulers blessed with rare esthetic sense, built a number 

of temples, pala·~s. monuments .etc. One of the main accelerator 

of tourism in this· time t.-as the emergence of the •Mahapurusia 

Ohatma., Which led to the establishment of several sathas and monas-

tries all over Assem. Some Of the tourist centres which were 

developf!l!a during this period were "Siva Dal .. , "Talatal Ghar .. in 

Sibsagar, Asvakrata in Guwahati ate. 

iii) .D1WRLOPM!r.~""T OF TOURISM DURING BRITISH PF.RIOD 
-~ . . 

This wsone of the most important period as far as tourtsm 

is conCerned as it brought many remarkable changes to tourism in 

North Fastern Region. In this period for the first time the hill 

regions of Astsam eap~cially Meghalaya was co.nsidered as an area 

where several -tourist. centre·s could be developed. ~rit1sh ruler 
.. 

developed a new pattern of township 1n Shillong which is now one 

of the most pt~minent tourist destination in India. In fact, 

Shillong was the capital ·of Assam.till Meghalaya was declared a 

full fledged state in 1971. 

Thus it cannot be ruled out that the Britishers were the 
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main p~ople who had developed and set the pace of· the modern 

tour~sm in· this region. 

After the esttablishment'of Shillong as health centre other 

pleasure and leisure .resorts such as ~afloqg, Kazirangawer~ 

developed· 

Pos~ independenO! period Clln be termed as golden er(l so. far 

as the develOPment of modern tourism is eonCJerneti. After inde• 

pendence, commercialization of tourism has _brought many striking 

changes and it has prov~~ :· as a major source. of ear ping foreign 
"(;-..;.·-·~· ~--:~.,., .. {;.)·,·~~~11':~;,; 

excbenge. Tourism was given a big boost In ·t:he country by set-
! I " " 

ting up India Tourism Development Corporation· Ltd.(1965) and a 

separate Ministry of Tourism.. In fa ct. after· independence, deve­

lopment and promotion of tourism took a significan~ place in. 

country's regional economic policy and planning. 

In Assam Tourism develop:nent programme ws ·initiated since 

1957 by establishing separate tourism department. Since then, the 

State Government in CQllClborat1on·w1th the centre'have.implemented 

many, programm~s in the field of administration~ aceommodat~onl 

transoort and ~otertainment infrastructure. 
. &.: : • 

Different Five-Year Plans provided a number of inc:enti-s 

to the growth of tourism, New avenues were added and created in 
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a.lrn~t every sector of the tourism industry. Acconmodat.t.on, 

transport, tra~l. recrea~on, marketing, souvenir trade etc. 

all are being developed and modernised. Tourist outlays in 

various plans have .been gradually 1ocreasec1 (Table t~o .• 2) • 

In .the filf.•ld of accommodation several tYPP.s of r~sidences 

such as star type hotels, ll.lXtU"y hotels, low incane group accan­

modation, tou.r.is~ bunga.lows, rest houses., d~ramaal~s, pilgrims 

sheds, yatri rU.vas. youi:h hostel, tourist huts, etc. have been 

c:onstr.uct~d by both Government and private agend.~s. 

In recent y~ai:s· trriapor~ and communieation system have also 

been develop~ due to heavy touris_t demand. Several-retail tour 
' 
o~rators have ~n orerating successfully many luxury buses. _ 

tourist cars, ordinary bu.a.~s, fo~ tourists and pilgrims. 

Besides, Government has bRen developing maoy new tourist­

centres for further development of tourism in the region. Apa&-t 

from these many -wild life sanctuaries have be-en developing at dif­

ferent places such as orang, Pabha, Laokhawa, Pabitara, Sonai. 

Rupe and Nambar,. , 

The Department of Tour ism, Goverllnent of :tndia has ini t.iate(l 

steps to produce a 15 minute general film on tourism in Assam 

depicting various asPect o£ ll1ssamese life and culture for over-

sees merk~t. Shooting for the film has already been started and 

is in progress. the venture is expe c:t.ed t.o increase tourist 
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Table No. I+ 
COMPMATlVE STATISTICS OF S'l'A~ AND TOURISM PLAN 

State Plan Reference Year. Particulars Tourism 
of State Plan Plan 

First Plan 1951-52 to Rs. 2050 lakhs Nil 
1955-$6 

Second Plan 1956-57 to Re. 5448 .. a.a9 
1960-61, 

Third Plan 1961-62 to Rs.13244 n N.A. 
1965-66 

Ad-hoC H~66-67 to RS• 8639 " 2.20 
Annual Plan 1968-69 

Fourth Plan 1969-70 to Rs. 19839 tJ 19.67 
1973-74 

Pif~!l~ Plan . 1974-75 to Rs. 27792 a 25.00 
. 1977-78 

-:,J~·0_j:_~ : .... - '-~~ 

Annual Plan 1978•79 Rs. 15066 "' 8.43 

-Annual Plan 1979-80 RS • 15968 n 11.50 

, Sixth Plan 198o-81 to Rs .127 901' .. :''.! 250.00 
1964-85 

1985!.:~'~ · to 
. . ~~ 

Seventh Plan RS • ltl'Sat'j D 520.26 
1989-90 

Souroe: Tourist Statistics, 1989-89 and 1989-90 
DirP.c:torate- of Tourism, Government of Assam. 
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attraction for Assam in abroad. 

The programme initiated by the ~ntral Tourism Department for 

increasing tourist attraction to Assam als·o 'include Dihu poster, 

tra~l circuit and a:>ll),puterised touris.ts information service in 

the North ~astern Region. The D~partment has start~d Circula• 

ting Assam ~s Bihu poster all over the world ~or tourists attra~ 
, •.. !,; ... ~~.:;_-~¥.-!"/'<;.,. .... ·• • ;.' 

tion to Assam. 

To ke~p pe~ce with the fast changi:ng l'Jorl4, the D~partment 

information to the travelling public. concept of this facilita­

tion is called "'fOURNET" (Toudl.st NetW~;>rk). This shall ensure 

quick and fast information to a visitor on updated tips on tourist 

information, location, types of accommodation available and their 
- ' 

tariffs,. modes of transport to within cities as also airline time 

tables and tariffs. At present such information is available 

in Bombay and Delhi of,fices. Data bas.~ for 70 cities .are now 

available. Plans are on to (X)Ver 700 primary and secondary ci­

ties spreading across the country~ 

"GOunNP.T• would be ~.ensely_helpful in future, once it is 

linked t.o ,.INDONF.T" (.I:nd'ia NetWC>rk) ttlhich· ~i·t:.>·:::xndia •s. prP.ITiier 

public data processing .·network. \'lith the use of hard disc CDROM 

(compact disc road only memory) would have 40 cities in 20 coun­

tries. This ~~rk shall be carried out by m~ans of dial facili-
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ties of the Department of T~lecommu.nication lines~ CMC(Computer 

MaintenanCe ~ntre) has b~en entrusted with this task. 

updated information on air line scheaul.e. tariffs, roaa tari­

ffs dis%uptions. museum timing etc. wula be r.eadily available 

at thgse 40 ¢iomestic ~ounters. Also satellite link up would 

make this infODnation w±.tnin-, reach in other,:.:~travel agent of­

fie!S abroad~· 

In the north-east of.fices F&Cllnely Guwaha,ti, Shillo~g and 

Imphal shall hav@ this facility.. Installation of tlll!rmioal in 

these offices is likely to carry out in this year• 

Tourist arrival in differ~nt tou~1st lodges totalled 17~409 

as against 10.423 in 1985.. Although the growth of tourist arri­

val shewed an improv~P.nt but the arrival of foreign tourist is 

very discouraging. Only 319 foreign tourist visited in 1989 as 

against 2320 in 1979. T.he GovernmPnt of India h~ d~cided to 

relax the ReAcPe rule to some extent which may exert influence 

over the inflow of foreign torust to this Stat~ gnd North ~astern 

.Region as a whole and it is hoped that quite a good number of 

foreign touitist will visit in carting ·years • . ;\ . ' 
;_ ' 
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I.NT?.RNI\TIONAL TOURIST ABR.IVALS 

To.J>k. No . 5. 

Year ASsam All India Percentage 
share of 
Assam 

1971 1180 300995 0.39 

1972 1274 640422 0.19 

1978 1213 747995 0.16 

1979 2320 764781 0.30 

],980 1000 800150 0.12 

1981 so 853140 · o.o1 

1.982 132 860178 0.02 

1983 32 884731 

1984 23 852503 

1985 40 836908 

1986 146 1080050 o.o1 

1987 430 1163774 0.04 

1998 595 1239992 o.os 

1999 319 1337232 0.03 

Sour~: Tourist Statistics, 1989 
Directorate of Tourism, Gov~rnment of ASsam. 
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TOURISM ORGil..NISATl:ON 

The Central Government plays an important rol~ in the 

develcpm~nt of national tourism alongwith foreign touris:n. The 

modern context of taking tourism as a fa~ of industry is only 

of r~oant origin in India. It started r~latively quite late in 

th~ developing eountr.i.~s. In assam the programme for tourism 

d.evelopm~nt started in 1957. A n\I'Ober of measures wer~ taken to 

devP.lop infrastructure both in plains and hill regions of the 

State under different li'i 'A? Y~ar Plans. 

For th~ sake of administration, policy making and effective 

implementation of the programmes of tourism in Assam a detailed 

and systematic organisational network is at work. 

There is a full-fledged Department of To1.1rism headed by a 

Minist~r of State rank. Its main function is to formulate pol1-

d.es and programmes and g1 ve direction for the development of 

tourism 1n the State. The Directorate of Tourism with Director 

at its Head is the main impl~EH'lting authority. Besides~ there 

is a Assam State ~our1sm DeveloPm~nt Corporation ~ose main func­

tion is c:ommercial. As regards the Hill .Region of Assam. it has 

some special provisions for its de~elopm~nt. 
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TCLbk No-b 

TOURISM ORGANIZATl CN IN A.SSA.!'-1 

D~partment of· Tourism 

Government of ASsam, Guwahati 

Ministry uf Tourism 

STATF. NINISTF.R 

Secre>tary 

l 
~-·---·-- ~----~-- --------- ~--~-~-~----~~----·~-- I 

'Assam State Tourism Deve>lopment Dir~ctorate of Tourism 
corp9ration Ltd. (Guwahati) Guwahati 

, . . Dir~ctor 
Managlng Dlr~=>ctor t 

*Its function is 
. corr.mercial. 

I 
De>Puty DirP. ctor 

' 
Planning 

Tourist Information Officer 
New Delhi, Calcutta, Siliguri , 

I 
Assistant Tourist Officer 

Information 

Join~ Dire>ctor 

t 
~-------- .1 

De>puty Dirpctor 
Transport 

I 
.Assistant Tourist 

Officer 
Transport 

--~---r 

Deputy DirPctor 
Kaziranga 

I 
Assistant Tourist 

Office-r 
Information 
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BUDG~ PROVISION AND F.XP~~IDITURS qF TOURISM D~PART~NT, ASSAM 

Approved Outlay ~stablishment Building 

Year Particu- Plan Non- Total Plan ~on- Total Plan 
lars Plan Plan 

!·Jon­
Plan 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1985-GPnPral 

Vehicle 

Total Plan Non­
Plan 

, ' .L ... 12 13 

86 Area 60.00 31.89 91.89 7.02 24.80 31.82 39.95 0.71 40.66 2.20 -
Hill 
Area 4.00 1. 90 5. 90 1.40 1. 90 3.30 2.60 - 2.60 

1986- General 

(F.s. in l.:kh) 

Souipment __ Oj;;he~§. __ _ 

Total Plan Non- Total Plan Non- To-
Plan Plan tal 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

2.20 - - - 10.83 6.38 17. 
21 

o7 A.rPa 65.00 36.18 lOLlS 10.48 26.74 37.22 41.00 0.86 41.86 3.0.J 1.00 4.00- - - 10.§2 7.58 18JO~ 
Hill 
ArPa 5.00 2.65 7.65 0.20 2.65 2.85 4.30 - 4.80 

1987- GenPral 
88 Area 140.00 37 • .92 177.92ll.93 28.17 4C.lOE6:~~l7 -L01 !37.28 10.50 1.60 12.10 3.18- 3.13 28.l7 7.14 35. 

26 
Hill 
A.rP.a 9.cc 3.20 12.20 2.50 3.20 5.70 6.50 - 6.50 

1988- GPnc>ral 
89 Area 140.00 43.32 18J.32 10.55 25.98 36.53 54.52 - 54.52 9.co - 9.00 7.00 - 7.00 40.05 - 40. 

95 
Hill 
Area 10.00 3 .4 7 13.47 1. 50 3.47 4. 97 8.50 - 8.50 

1989- Ge!leral 
90 Arpa l35.CJ 43.51 17d.Sl10.56 32.58 43.14 59.50 - 59.50 - - - 5.00 - 5. co 59. 94 10.93 70. 

87 
Hill 
Are~ 15 .co 3. 64 18.64 1. co 3. 64 4.64 14 .oo - 14.00 

Source: TouriE:t Statistics, 1989-90, Director2te of Tourism, Government of Assam. 



67 

R~v~nuq earnings of Tourism DP.partm~nt Ta..bi£ No. g 

Year Rev~nue fran Revenue fran 
A CCOIT.lltfOd ati on Transport 

(Rs.) (~s.) 

1985-86 5,60,556.00 1,36,433.00 

1986-87 14, 74;,$40.00 ' 3, 96,589.00 
' 

1987-88 15 ~ 2 s. 64'Q_ •.. O.Q.,_ 3,39,41~.00 

1988-89 17,59,750.00 ·4,75,994.00 

1989-90(P) 16,99,981.00 6,71,193.00 

Source t Tourist Statistics 1989-90 

Directorate of Tourism 
Governm~nt of Assam. 

P : Pz:ovisional. 

Total 
(Rs .• ·) 

6,96,989.00 

18,71,129.00 

.. ,...., .. ,~~.;·18, 65,053.00 

22,35,744.00 

23,71,174.00 
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The Department of Taur ism have ~ndeavour~d to set a rapid 

place in develorroent of Tourism ·in the State. Some of the tcu~ 

rist spots identified by the Department such as Kazirariga National 

Park, Manas Tiger Proje.ct have already ~come internationally 

femous. During the last few. years the main thrust of the· 

Department was to provide infra ctructural faciliti~s like con­

fortable accommodation at th~se places of tourist interest and 

also to develop a network of transport facilities to these toU%ist 

destinations. Side by side, the Oepartm~nt have endeavoured to 

develop relatively lessP.r known places and make these places in­

teresting to tourists and to provide facilities of transport, 

aeconmodation, water sporU3 etc. in these places. With these 

objects in view the Departroent haVe constructad a picnic cottage 

at Char~ubi, 65 kms. aw~y frcm Guwahati where ther~ is a vast 

natural lake surrounded by mountains and green reserve forests. 

Rowing and boating fseiliti~s have provided for r~laxat1on of 

tourists and WPek-enders. New· tourist lodges are under pro~s 

of construction at Siteagar, Jorhat, ArPng, Guwahati, umranc;su 

etc. somE? of t-hich are nearing ccmpletion and others are at va• 

rious stages of construction. t~agaon ToW: 1st LOdge is opened 

for tourists. The tourist 'lodg~ at Diphu has bf>en extended for 
- ' 

more accommodation facilities and a double storied toudst lodge 

has b~~n thrown open at Silchar. With centrctl assistance. a 

72-beded Forest LOdge at Eenshbari(Manas} is nearing completion. 
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'l'he Departm~nt in collaboration with I.'I'.n.c. has alrE?ady com­

missioned a luxury hotel *'Brahmaputra AShok"' at Guwahati at a 

cost of Rs. 2.5 c:rores. In or~r to encourage pilgrimage to 

holy places. the Oepartm~nt have sanctioned pilgrim~ cottage at 

Belsare, Earpeta, Sadiya and Aj an Pir Dargah. The ~partm~nt 

has also finalised sc~mes for construction of such cottages at 

Navagrah and Hajo. For providing way-side amenities at Nalbari 

a drive-in restaurant cum motal is under construction. A driv~ 

in-restaurant has been commission~d at Kohara since 1985. The 

Government of India tt.ave agrt?ed on princ$-pl~, to finance a multi-
• t .-.·. 

storied Yatri Nivas at Guwahati for which land have already been 

acquired and·state P.VI.D. is providing detai-led plan and estimate 

for the same. In 1986, the D~part~ent acquired from the Govern­

ment of India th'=' •For~st LOdge", a luxury tourist lodge catering 

mainly to the international tourists at Kazirenga. Previously, 

this lodge was managed by ITDC. The Department has receiv~d 

central assistance for t·wo way-side amenities schem~s at Rowta 

and Silbheta, a tourist resort at Samagt.tri lake with water sportf3 

facilities and for purchase of speed boats for Majuli island. 

The Department have augmented its fleet of tourist trans-

port by acquiring car, jeep, buses. The Departrm~nt have intro­

duced a number of conducted tour to Kaziranga, Manas, Sibsagar. 

Shillong from Guwahati in addition to daily sightsr::oeing trips 

at Guwahati and trips to Kamakhya t~~ple. 
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Transport ava1l%e1e 

1 car 3 numbers 

2 Je~p 4 .. 
3 Stati.Jn Wagon 1 1:1 

4 Mini Bus(lO seEJt~r) l. a 

5 Mini :Sua (13, n ) 2 ... 
6 ~lini sus u:.s f: j 1 .. 
7 Mini Bus (16 It ) 1 n 

a ·Mini Bus (19 .. ) 4 'Ill 

•. c· 

9 .• · ~~(Ul:Y Bus (35 seater) 1 rt 

10 o.c.M. Toyota(2o seater) 1 .. 
11 center (26 seater) 2 Q 

Sour~:· Tourist Statistics 
Dir~ctorate of Tourism, GOV,:ornm~nt of Assam. 

'I'J:l~ Department· also with thG ass is tao o;. of lolafld Water 

Transport provides fad).i._ti~s for river <.;:~uis~ at Brahmaputra 

to th~ tourists, with central assistan~ a luxury c:ruisG vessE!.?l 

is under construction• ·The Departm~at has s Cl'leme for introducing 

condu~ted tours by luxury buses outside th~ State spf!!eially to 

cater:to the need of the LTC travellinQ. For this purposP., luxu­

ry annibus have bl?en acqui.red. 

To attract th~ tourists, t.he ~partm~nt has embarked upon 
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~ vigorous publicity campaign tht·ougt1 sustaln~d edv~rtis~rnent 

in national and local papers. book~ts, fold~rs. picture post 

cards, wall posters etc. The De:partr~nt. produced a 3.5 mm doc:u-
t' ..t,., ........... •) .• ' -~. 

m~ntary film. "l~lcirl:~tne Brahn1aputra" deplC:ting sc~nio beauty, 

important d~t?.st·inations, monum~~ts, arehaeol.ogical ruins .and co­

lourful cultural heritege of the State. The Department also 

produc:~d ·a video film. nA SOJOURN IN TH:R WILD~RN~Sstt in which 

th~ rare and exo.tic flora and fauna of Assam havf:' be~Ctn high­

light~ch' : Another 16. ·mm documentary film on monuments and cultu­

_ral heritagtf:l of Assam has been compl~tad. 

F-or the systematic developmr,:ont of' touriSm, Gov~rnm~rtt ha--Je 

mer~a out nin~ s~parat~ to~rist circuits in th~ statP ~nd ef-

forts are b~ing mad~ to develop th~m in an integrat~ way. They 

are :·· 

1) Guwahati-I<aziranga-Si.bsagar 

ll) Guwahati-Manas 

iii) Guwahati-S!l~.har 

tv) Guwahati-Tezpur-Bhalukpung 

v) G:,noJahati-Sibsaqar 

v1) Gu111ah.ati-Diphu•Haflong 

vii.l Tezpur.-Bhalukpung 

vii.:i.) 'l'ezpur-Y..aziranc;;a (vt e- Kalia-E.n1omoJ:a bridge) 

ix) Tezpur-Orang sanctuary. 



72 

As a X"EI!Bult of all these efforts thf:! number of tourists 

visiting ASsam have increasP.d considerably. In the year 

1989-90, 2, 86,020 tourists visited Assam as against 2,18,074 

in 1966-87. 
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SIBSAGAR 

Introduction 

ThE? Vt;>ry name Sibsagar consu~es the f~?eling of historic 

t«>nder and admiration which attain~d its pinnacl~ as thf? capital 

of entire ~ssam during the r~ign of Ahom Kings, Swarga Deo 

Gaurinath s~ng, with about 10,000 followers had to flee this. 

capital at the height of Moamerica. During th<=?ir r~ign the Ahan 

Kings cr.eated a numb~r of historical monUments of rare historical 

and archeological significance many of \-lhich although in dila-

pidated condition present -before ·us a full version of a highly 

developed technique of sculpture. The seven storyed Kareng Ghar 

{known as Tatatal Ghar) which was compkted during the r~ign of 

Rajaswar Sing, had three of its stories und~rneath the ground 

which connectP.d it with tht;> Dikhan river by its tunnels. Very 

near to this royQ.tl pala<l:! stands a sturdily hui~dinQ made of ·_. 

bricks which was built in 1704 Saka, during th~ r~ign of King 
.;<- •• -.... 

Rudra Sing and i_t .was under Royal Pavillion of th~ Ahom Kings 

popularly known as Rong-Ghar. To the part of this magistically 

built two story~d building there stands the huge end gorgeous 

Joysagar Tank with its blue 318 acres of land (including its 

banks) which was made by King Rudra Sing in memory of his mother 

Joymoti in 1734 A .• D. Ahorn Queen 1\mbika Dug thl!'" Sibsagar Tank 

which covers an area of 255 Acr~s on th~ bank of which stands 
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th4!! sacred t~ples of Lord Shive, Lord Blshnu and goddess Durga. 

M~ntion must also be made of the famous durgah of Azan Peer the 

17th century Muslim Saint at Sauraguri about 9 km. to the Nortb­

West of Sibsagar town. Cradled in the midst of scenic splen-

dour of nature, this capital of the Ahem King was naturally 

adopted by Britishers as their headquarters after th~ femous 
\ 

treaty of Yandaboo. F.Ven t..zhich th~ Uppi31~'"' Assam Region ~s divi-

ded into t'WO District, namely, Sibsagar and Lc1khimpur by .. the Royal 

Procl~mation of 1838 A.D. Sibsagar c:x>ntinu~d to ~ th~ Dist·rict 

Headquarters. Unfortunately for Sibsagar, th~ District Head~. 

quarters were shifted to Jorhat in thP. year 1911. Sibsegar h~$ 
\\ 

'. \ 

regainea its lost position 'lflhen it was formally declar~d as ne¥ 

·, District with headquarter at Sibsagar on July 1, 1983. 

Not only this town was the capital of Assam and a oentr 

of all political a~tivities during th~ pr~ceding centuries, it 

had also b~en the nerve o:;.ntre of th~ Assamese Art, culture and 

literature. Situated at a distanO? of 355 krn. to thn 'F.ast of 

Dispur, the Sibsagar ·with its historic monumc:>nts of rare archeo­

logical significance in the midst of scenic spl~ndour of nature 

blooms with th~ activiti~s of a full fledg~d Industrial Town 

and presents before us enormous potentialiti~s for occupying an 

important place in· the cot:mtry's map. 

Topography 

1. Location : Th~ Sibsagar District is situat~d in ~tween 
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0 0 0 0 94-95 and 9S-20 Longitude ~est and in bet\-Jeen 26-55 and 27-15 

Latitude North. 
!) 

The sub-division has elevation of S6.6 metres 

above- the sea level. The Sibsagar is at a distance of 355 kms. 

to thp ll'ast of the Dispur and is boundecLon, the east by Dibru­

garh District and Arunachal Pradesh. on th~ South by Nagaland 

and its West is Jorhat and ·on th~ North the Lakhtmpur and Dibru-

garh District. There ar~ two sub-divisions namely Sibsagar and 

Cha:caideoo 

2. ~ : The total area of the distr1c1t is 2602.9 sq. kma. 

out of which an area of 1933.75 sq. kms. covers Sibsagar sub-

division. There are four revenue circlP.s namPly Diman. Amguri. 

Sibsagar and Nazira. Th~re are even numbers of dev~lopment 

blocks. TherP. is one Municipal Board, the Sibsagar Municipal 

Board and two Town OOmmittes one at Nazira and other at Amgur1. 

'i'here ar~ 53 number of villages in this sub-division. 

3. Physical features• The Sibsagar sub-division can ~ divided 

into two broad divisions namely th~ low lying ar~as on the South 

of river Brahmaputra. The low lying ar~as ar~ characterized 

by marshy plaoes and "char" and "BPcl" areas which are g~nerally 

floaded ~very year. No major crops are grown h~re and these 

are full cf seeds and other grassy land. The char ar~as are 

cultivated during the Rabi seasons. The other parts of the sub­

division consist of plain areas which ext~nds upto Charaideo 

sub-division. 
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There are several big rivers in the sub-division. The 

mighty Brahmaputra flows on the North side of the sub-division. 

The whol~ of the drainage of the sub-division finds its way to 

the Erahmaputra. The Desang river in the Dibrugarh touches 

this sub.-division for a fr~ miles forming the boundary between 

Di l:rugarh and Sibsagar b~fore it falls into Brahmaputra. Other 

rivers are namely Desang, Dikhan al')d,Darika. Th~ Jhanji river 

forms thrc? ll~St~rn boundary of the sub-division. The ri var sys-

tern in this sub-division makes the. soil fertile and cult1va-

tion of crops easier •. The sub-division is flood prone also for 

the samP reason. The sub-division is VP:ry famous for its tankS 

and marshy beel areas. 

Sp~cial fEOatur~s: Sibs agar can be described as a District 

.floating on the oil. The Oil and Natural Gas Commission has 

its ~astern Region Headquarters at Nazira in Sibsagar District. 

Th~ COmmission .und~rtook ~xploration of oil iQ 1957 and have 

found large oil fi~lds in Takwa, .Galaky and Rudrasagar areas. 

TOURIST ATTRA CI'IONS. L~ SIBSAGAR 

l) ,KarP.D9 Ghar and Tatatal Ghar : A seven storied pal~~ having 

three stor$ys underground known as Talatalghar and the Upper 

' 
stor~ys .. known as Karengghar bu.ilt by King Rudra Singka (1696-

1714) is only 6 kms. from Sib.sagar town. There lllere two under-

ground tunnels from the Tatatal Ghar connecting Dikhen river 
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and Gargaon pla oe which \"lei:~ later block~ by thP ~ast India 

Company. 

2) Fang Ghar: .ll. twu etoriod oval shatJpPd pavillion from t'llhich 

Ahan royalitites t'llatch~ ~lPph.:::nt fights and otht;!'r SPOrting eVE'nts. 

It \1iilS built by King Pramattr.:~ Singha (1744 ... 1791} and stands 

clos~ to th~ ~ar~ng Ghar. 

3) Gargaon .Pale~: Gargaon, t,h~ principal to'Wn of t\homs built 

by th~ X"v"th Ring Suklenmung in 1540, lie>S 13 kms east of SiD­

sagar. 'l"'.h•1? old pal a o:c- \\ISS d~stroy~d end thP pre-s~nt seven sto­

ried palace was rebuilt around 1.762 by King Raje::it..rar Singha. 

4) Jays agar ~.rank and. 'l'~mplPS: Th~ tank was built by King Rudra 

Singha in memory of his moth~ .a::, Joyrnoti, a ,petriotic martyr in 

1697 at Rangpur (5 kms). It cov~rs an ar~a of 318 ecr~s and 

on its banks thr~e t..;>mpl.,.s trJer-~? built in 1698 by th~ sa~ monarch. 

Th!'!!S~ ar:::> th~? Joydol {Vishnu TPID:ple.l, the Sive:dol and the· ~vi­

dol which ar~ highly r~v~red~ 

5) Gaurisaoar Tank and T~mt'l~~ Th~ G~.urisagar tank w2s b;11lt 

by QUP(:'n PhulPswari Devi (1722-1791) and was d,:odiceted to goddeoss 

Durga. It is 150 acr~ uncl~r wat~r and on its banl~ stand the 

D~vidol, Shivadol <:"Jnd thP Vishnudol templos. Gaurisagar is only 

12 kens. from Sibs agar. 

6} ~udrasager Tank £Jnd 'i<o.mp~l!!"'.: Built in 1713 ~y K.i41g Lakshrni 
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Sin<;ha in memory of his father .King Rudra Singha. On its banlts 

stands a Shive~ T~mpl~. 8 kms. from Sibs agar tot..;n. 

7) Namdang StonP Bridge,: The bridg~ .. a cutout £rem C!! single so­

lid rock ovt:?r the Narrtdang r ivE>r 12 kms. from Sibs agar was con­

structed by t-Jarkman brou~ht from BPagal during th~ rr:>ign of King 

Rudra Siagha in 1703., 'I'oday thP. N.H. 37 passes ov~r this britig~. 

8) CharaidP.Ol Th.P. origin~·d capital of the- Ahom Kings. built by 

Sukapha,. thP founder of t.hP. Ahern dynasty,. in 1253 A·D· is 28 Kms. 

east of Si.bsegar tO\~n. It is famous for thto mxn,::orous "Maidarns" 

or- burial vaults o.f Kings and othor mP.mbP.rs of th~ royal famili.os. 

9) Aj an fJi .. r Darg§h Sari£; ~t Saraguri Chapori. 22 kn1s. from 

Sibs agar stands Aj an Pi!:' .Oargah Sar.if. .Aj an Pir was thp first 

.tviusli.l'fl S.aint to COli;tpose "ZIKIRSn in AsssmP.Se language:> (160 n~). 

On thP. deY of thP "v'RS!lt thousands of devottoes gathE-r her~"> to 

PoY h~~ag~ to the mernori~s of this greet Muslu~ r~fonn~r. 

gth~r plaCPs of Shrin~s of. l:ntPr!=?st: There ar!O! a great m.Jmb~r of 

Vaishncva !3atras, l'!.luslim Dargahs, Buddhist and sa:kta shrin!!=)s. 

Thr:?r~ are more than 500 tanks, vaults, aarthen forts ~nd "Raj­

baries,. (castles}, ba'longing to thf'? li.hom, r"ianipuri, Jaintia and 

i\ren prin~s and I<achari Kings. 

TRI!NSPORT A cc::-ss I BILITY 

Sibsagar is on~ of tho most P.ssily accessibl~ tourist 
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spot in A8sem... I~ has good transport facilities both external 

sad ·;~.nt~rnal. SJbsagar is conveniaotly _c:onnedt~d by good moto- ·· 

~ abl~ roa.dS wi tb ~he major towns cf the State • 

AS far as: thn tti!:nsporc facility is c:cn O!!rn~d, tbP. nee­

rest a;trpc)~t Rowriah in Jo.rhat is 55 kms away from Sitsagar tOwn• 

Indian /..irlint~?.s ~rporation oPera~0s flights bat~en Guwanati :_ . 

and Jorbet. . (Rowriab}. Sima.l'~s~r1 1s th~ nearest reil'#ay sta.t.ion 

which .16 only 16. kms from Sib&a.gar t.OWJ'h I.t. is directly con­

nected~: ·wit~ Guwah~ti by regular trai.n servi~. 

· ·:1/'!noU.gh t~ansport facilitie.s are avails ble from Sibs agar 

to Kaz.!t~bgl9, J~rhat, · Nageon, Tezpw:, D.t.ph\b MaJ ul1 etc. The 
.~ . ·; . . ' 
~ : .• . 

. li\STC tbses ·provide regulaE ;~ervio.!s to entire IJpp~r ~ssam r@gions. 
·:·:·. 

:_' :; ... '.: 

are ctqan~sed i::Jy. som~~~~i:avel ~qfitt(!ies. 
. :,; ...... ,·. ~- ..... 

1\:':st,~agar has r(!!esonebly gOOd accotmiodation facilities •: 

The h~·s:ls, nua;l.ototS, lodge~ provide gooCi sh.,lter and aCCQ~o­

dBtiol).)t·o the to11rist.s. Besides the.r~ are some hotels of mOdo-

rate· t:t!~es - lilte P1€alo, K:areng, Priys, Brahmaputra, etc. 

hotels ha·Ve diff~rent ·rete charg.9s. Rete chargtl!!s of gov~rnment 

accomn0d.at,1on ranfljes ff6m ~s. 8 to Rs. 20 per day and for a 

~··..; .. 

.... .,._ ... ':· 

person not ou duty it ranges betw!?!en Rs ..• SO to Rs. so. 'Hotels 

.. , .. ·." .... ·'· 



·acr·-

of F.uropeen s~yle chargP Rs. 60 to.Rs. 200 for single bed roan 

and F!s. 100 to·Rs. ·150 for double bed room while for the entire 

suit t~y charge Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 per day. .Hotels of Indian 

style have comparatively low rate charges. In an Ind~an st']le 

ho~el. fo~ ~ singl.e be<ii room it ranges from Rs. 25. to Rs. 50 and 

for doul::>le bed room Rs. 30 to Rs. 80 ·per day. But ex~pt wes• 

tern type_ hotels and soml!li of the Indian styl~ hotels inost of 

the accommodation do not.·.:p:~:ovide modern furniture and good 

~!tiSi~ fa,cilities. 

. . -- ·~"~·.'i-: 
Sibs;ag~~*- fa QJ.S an accoiffilOdation crisis during thP. peak 

season $-n Januar~ and February 'When mor~ than 100,000 tourists 

arrive here on ~Siva Ratri'* day. ~uring the peak season it needS 

more or less expensive and ~oderately priced hotels and hostels. 

TOURISM CHARACflf'!RISTICS : TR~NDS AND ANALYSIS 

P\ ssam is always regarded as one of th~ holiest regions 

of India and a large num~r of peopl~ travel to Assam every y~ar 

on pilgrimage. With its ranowned plaCes of pilgrimage it has 

suc~ed9d to a great ext~nt in promoting domestic tourism in 

the form of t11hat is cafled 18Tirth Yatra• or religious tourism• 

A large nurnb~r • of colourfu~ fairs and fe.stivals are celebrataa 

throughout -the Year, but there are ~rtain special occasions 

such as Mbubachi fair at. Kamakhydham, Rash fair at M6j tlli, Dol 

Utshab in Barpeta Kirtanghar, urs festival at Pea I>1a cca, Haj o 
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and sivaratri.fair at Stvadol dret-.~ large nwnber of tourists/ 

pilgrims with:.lfn· the State as well as ou·tside the State. 

Tourist Arrival in Sibsagar. 
Ta.:.bk. NO. /0 

Sl.No. Year · Tourist.: arrivals 
(occupancy) 

.Revenue coll~ction 
(Nos.) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

SourQ!s 

1985 1409 56404 

1~86 1647. 70535 

.1987 1651 64517 

1988 1152 59837 

1989 1311 48736 

Based on Tourist Lodge Statistics 
· H (iii),(iv). 

Tourist Statistics, 1989-90, Directorate of Tourism 
Gov~rnment of ASsam. 

The Sivadol is the largest Hind11 temple in Assam in both 

for its height and size. The templ~ was constructed by the Ahom 

. King Siva Singha on the bank of Sibsagar tank. Sivasatri fair 

is obs~rved in grand ~tyle in thP. Sivadol every year. 

Mf;>thodolo9_I: The:> problem of measuring tourism is difficult and 

rather a complP.x task as it involves varJ.ous typ~s of relation• 

snip in refer~nce to socio-e:?cooanic and space-time aspects. 

To understand genP.ral charactersstics of tourists in Sibsagar 

a detailed field survey was conduct~d m~ticulously. Two qu~s-

tionnaries one fo!'r getting inform·ation from manag~~nt of (,::_ -
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different types of hotf?.ls and other for interviewing thP tourists 

were prepared. 

The tim~ was selected on 12th February 1991 1.~. during 

the spectacular S·ivaratri fair·. on this occasion people from· 

within the State and outside th~ State assembled at th~ temple 

to pay hanage to Lord Siva. ThP data colle>ction was do~ by sam-

ple survey on th~ basis of field work. In all th~se surveys some 

108 tourists Wf!re contacted and interviewed for getting infor­

mations regarding th~ir tourism behaviour. All these informations· · 

were later on systematically arranged tabulat~d and analysed to 

have a clear view of the state of affairs regarding tourism in 

the region. However with the constraints of tim~? and sp~c1al 

resourees availa.bl~ for field r~search only a small number of 

tourists could be contacted for interview and thus th~ data gene­

rated are not enough and variable for any closer analysis, monthly 

they have b~en converted into perc.'entage to show the behavioural 

trends. 

Aecording to the analysis of all information some salient 

char a cte.ristics of tourist behaviottr come to the for.e. They may 

be summaris~d as ~low. 

a) Prof~ssion of Tourists 

As regards to prof~ssion-wise distribution o£ tourists 

in Siva Dol (Sil:.sagar) about 53.7% of the tourists warq service 
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holders followed by businessmen of about 34.3%. Some 8.3% touris.ts 

were culti.vat~:rs. and 3o7% tourists 'Were comprised of students. 
;. : ... :-: .. ·•,: ~ 

lallfers, boctd.~~ ·and SPlf P.mployed persons. 
I ,•t.::. 

. : ~ 

Prof~ssion•wise distribution of tourists 

· Sl.No. Proff!ssion 

l. Servia:e 

.2. Business 

3. Cultivators 

4. Others 

Total 

A~.tl,l.el;.. No. of 
· ··To{)~)l.t;;ts 

58 

37 

.g 

4 

108 

b) Age structur~ of thP Tourists 

Sl.No. lige group Actual No• of 
tourists 

l •. Below 25 years. 22· 

2· 25 to· 55 years 93 

3. f.lbove 55 yfl!ars 3' 

53.7% 

34.3% 

8.3% 

3;.7% 

h- .---;-
VI --·-

Ta..bk No I~ 

Perct;>ntage 

20.3% 

. 2.8% 
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In the survey it. was found -ths~t majority· of th~ tourists 

are young and middle aged. About 77% o£ the tourists ~re in 
.. 

the age group of 25 to 55 years. :Bel~.W ~:25 y~ars accanpanied '. 
-.. ~~:·::Yi.~c . ~~;.P;~.~ ~ . -,.~ · 

1 their elders mainly to he_lp them.. Their percentage ,wa_s 20.3%.· 

Some 2.aok of the to1,1rists .were aboVe 55 ~~ars, _they c~e wi~h· 

their family for uaatshan .... and r.Creation. . . 

c) PrPfPrPht:!P. for accomm.odation· typps 
·. ":"";.. . ~ , . 

. :-It was found_.in the s·ur'\rey ·that majority of tile: tourist 

preferred to stay with the temple' 'priP.st! . Thoir p~rcentege ~~ . 
. . 

·near about 57%• Around .21 •. 3% of the tourists iiki?.d ·to s·tay. in · 

. Dharamsalas. or f<f?latives, some 13•9% from th9 uppor middlP class 

. l_iked to ·say in hotels, -and about 8.3% comprising· Govt. c::m~pla,yees 

·stay~ .·in .Dak Bungalow. 

TypPs of ~ccommodation 

1. 'I'emple Priest 

:r •. Dhar ams·a las 

r. Hotels 

4~ Others 

d) Pr~vious exp~riPUC~";> 

Actual No. of 
Tourists 

61 

23 

IS 

9 

· .. .:. 

Per~ntag~ 

56.5 
~ . 

21.3 

13.9 

8.3 

Wh~n th~ tourists were asked about th~ir previous Pxp~rience · 
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in this town. some 50% of th~ tourists replied that ~hey had 

visited this at threP or four occasions. Scm~ 37% tourists 

~re in their SP.COnd trip. while 12% tourists confP.rred that 

it was their first visit to the plaee. A nuruber of tourists 

have also expressed their willingn~ss to visit this temple agaip 
, .. 

and. again as they are deeply moved by its· bea·~ty and environment• .. 

Fl:egut:\nc.y of Tourists visit 
To-bk.- No . li,. 

Sl.No. Frf?quency of A.ctua·l. · No. of Percentage 
visit tourists 

1. . First visit 13 

2. Twice visit 40 

3· Thri~ or mo.re 55 ·50.9% 

Tourists opinior. and comnlt?'f.tts 

~lost of th~:> tourist t-Jere satisfi~d with the transport fac:i-

lity of this town both 'lXternal and internal. Scm~ 85% of the 

tourists have expressPd th~ir satisfaction over the transport 

facilit.1es in Sibsagar. Some tourists about 4.6% havP. found it 

of avgrage standard and ff:!lt that int~roal transport should be 

made moce effective. Only 1.9% tourists have found transpor·t 

faciliti~s both external and internal a~ confortable. easily avai-

labl~ and effect! ve but a bit c.ostly, 
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Lastly the tourists l'ier~ asked to makp their otm observa­

tion on varioas aspects of tourism in Sibsagar. Majority of the 

tourists have the opinion that th~ b9.haviour of the local p~ople 

is very fri~ndly and m-operative-. 

-
i) About accommOdation majority tourists expr9SS~d their need 

for a Yatrinivas or a Dharamsala or R~st Hous~ with fooding faci-

lity nPar th~ t~mple. 

ii) Insuffici~nt drinkif?g water was remark~d and as such improv~­

mpnt in the present system of water supply -was suggested in thf;ll 

tt;?tnpl~ pr~mises. 

iii) I:.Tiprov:~ent of local transport is suggested. They also re­

quested tQprov1dl?. direct tr3n~port facilities from the Transpori:/ 

Railw~y stations to th? t~mpl~ or t.q oth~r tourist attra ct:i ve 

plao:?Se 

,!!!!Ra c..t of~ Touril:.sm , 

·For a developing country lik~ ours >?ndow'"'d both witiLhqgA 
• ·:· -~:._...,. &" 

natural· t-i~?alt.h and huma·n .. ,fds:o.urcp .. ,~.tc. tourism has a special 
. ' 

significance for· it can help largely in th~ r.oeonctnic: develO.PrJl_ent 
' 

part.icularly of backward areas. 'rhP. significance cf tourieJm'as·· 

a forP.ign .~xchang~· earner has .l)eeornP. all the morP important in 

the context. of country's trad~ {lef.i.crt. .It brings a num~r of 
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.. · .. 

other benefits too like international undcrs tanding and co-

op~ration. In the case of India with its slz~ and diversity., 

tourism may gpnerat~ a f~lin9 of national integration.. Thus 

tourism works ia. a number of ways a:)d its impact ar~ numc:-orous 

anc1 v.sriecl. 

·; 

~conariic impact;: RP.creational trav~l. includ~s gro\'Jth on three 
\ 

l~vels ·- Oi\tional, rP.gional and local, but thP quantum of th~s 

growth will; be Clifferent from levP.l tc level. 
\: ·rhei'ae include \ 

"!! . \ 

increast:.s in emplCI}'ruent and income in several sectors of f;)con~y,. 
'\ 

develqpment of infrastructure ~nc1 a s:mmber of industries which 

~re only duP to tourism. Thus tourism may pave·th~ way for tot.al 

d.pvelop.ment of t~!':'. region which could not be developed othsr;,~~s~. 

Such ~nefits of t.ourism may som~tim~··be offre-t ·by various opera-

ticnal ~ost aod socio-t:ultur~l pro-blems. Hot"tever t~ growth. ge­

nerated will ccmpensatt? more t11.cm tht:? loss in th~ ·lo:lg run. 

·Ther~ has b~~n a pr~r""ssive ris'!'> in th~ number of tourists 

coming. ·to Sibsagar Diatrict for thP. las·t f~w years aL'ld th"' in-

creasE:' in tourist activitil!"'s has d!!!'finitely an impact on th~ ~co­

nany Of the region. .flQ~Ver, relP.V?Jnt data analysing this as--, 
pect at. ·this stag~ are not available. 

'\ 

\) 

\ 
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. ' . -~· ,- ~ 

' 
Tourist exp~nd~ture pattern 

It~ms F.xpP.nditure{in pereent) 

l. Hotels and catering 47.0?.6 

2. IntPrnal Transport 23. 0'/c 

3. Shopping 15.~;$ 

4. ~ntertainmP.nt 7.5% 

s. Mise~llan~ous 7.5% 

Tourism as an intli.lst.ry has pecu.J:iar featur~s, apart from 

its job g~nerating capacity. It ie not a single industry but 

a loos~ oonf~deration of s nt~~~r of oth~r industries. To 

some it is a ma.rket a•:!d to other it 1s an industry. GP.ogra-

ph.are name it a landscape industry, hPcsUSE> the product of tou-

rism are made of natural beauty, dramatic lanascap.~ and cultural 

heritase etc. 

ThP GOVernro~nt cf i!l.ssam dPClsred tourism. as an industrY 

recently in. order to give tourism a special boost by making a 

nt~mber of cono=ossion for its g~owth. ThP. natur~ of tourist­

industry manifests itsPlf i'n a OtJm~r of rPlated trad~s such as 

transport, accommodation, entertainm€nt, souvenir and shopping 
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etc. The ori~in. growth and the d~velopmP.nt of sub-sectors de­

p~nd upon the stage and status of tourism development in the , 

region. 

· Provisivn of better and co!lfortabl~ S(.."<.."'mmodction is con-

sidered to be th~ main thrust of mOd~rn tourism industry. Rather 

i~ is thP. h~art cor~ of pr~sent day tourism. Mainly thre~ types 

of accommodation are. aveilable in Sibsagar towns: (1) c:lassifi~ 

hot~ls (2) Hotel indigenous and (3) Tourist bungelOitJS• 

In th~ category of classified hotP.ls ar~ included hotP.ls 

of western style. In a rough estimate tl'le:t·~ arP abou.t 89 such 

hot~ls with a total of about 2•;)0 b~d capacity. Th~r~ ar~ around 

5 to 10 persons employed in P.ach such hotel. B.oc.::JUSA of the 

cornparettv~ly high rate chargP.S ·ch,ae hot~ls serv~ mainly elite 

class dorn~stic tourist of Iadia. In th.;'!' fil!"ld surve>y it was~+-

served that th~;~ averag~ number of pprsons employ~d in P-ach s.uch 

hotols r.:!nged from fifb·~n to tl>JPnty. However th~ employe~?S hP.re 

ace?> mostly seesoned and average paid. 

Indigenous types of hot~ls er~ mostly us~d by domF>stic 

Q~neral tourists. Those hotels ar~ mixed types some ar~ good 

end evP.n exc~llPnt but majority of thPm ar~ in bad shape. Hardly 

they provide all tt~e Of;)o;.asary faciliti~s. Th~ir employment 

pot~ntial too is very weak. 'Rmploye!'"S arE> ccmparativF.=>ly low paid. 
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Th~ third cat~gofy of acco~oodstion consists of various 

types of GovernmP.nt houses i.~. tourist bungalows, circuit 

housf!>,. insp~ction hous~. etc. Barring tourist bungalo'WS, 

ilCcommoa~ticm c".\pa c1 ty of th€?Se ~e tablist.-.~.1·n~nts is sc.'llewhat 

limited. They are mostly usea by Government officials. 'the 

pen>ons employP.d arc- Gov~rnmc:>nt servants. a~nce employ~E'S are 

n=•gular ancJ ccmpar<:·tiv>?.ly better paid. 

Thus we can conclude that ronrism industry prow~s to be 

a sane~he~t labour intensive activity 111hid~ consumes various type 

of labour fox·oe io differ~nt capad.t1~s and in turn supplies 

con~oditi~s in th~ farm of good servi~s to th~ tourists. The 

exo:-ss unemployed lab:>ut fore~ csn easily render setViCP.s such 

as masonB, carpenters# portetrs, rickeha\>t pullers, hotl?l guides, 

waiters, tourist guid~s, etc. 
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'Ii-::>URISM IN ASSAM - RftRoSPRCT. AND· .PROS~ 

The' tQ.ut:lsm' nis.t:Ory in ASsam is as old as· the human oceu­

panO!· of thP region itsa~i;''~ Most·~cif:. thP. sa(%ed plaaes associa­

ted with ancient r~ligious bel1~~s.ar~ aituatf!ld in tht;;! South 

B.aok of B.rah:napu~r~~ It is also interP.sting to note that the . . . 

. ancient township .of Pragjyotispur . (prPsent Guwahati.) d~velQped. 

near Karnakhye .• 

In post indep~ndence p~r:iod. a mark,::.d chango is noti·oed in 

the concept. of tourism. Religious moti v~s are no .lcmger t.he 

dominant factors for tourist. Sight•sPeing, change of climate,. 

pleasure,· wild:-11£~ etc. a~~=~ some of the net" dimPnsion which has. 

add~d to th~ earlier eausp. It is in thi:; context that tourism 

has assum~d a new sha~ in Assam. But tourism in ASsam suf­

fered. a maj o~ setback due to lack of attitude by both· the Gover.~ 

men~ .and. the people. Even thQ ~oplp of. lndia know v~r.Y lli;\:le 

about: ,thE>· r.egion· ~x~p·t· .that some· shrin!=JS devoted to Hind.u .Pil .. 
.. 

grim~ge situated· h~r~. ··· What~vor has b~en don~ in th~ name of 

·developm~=~nt of. modern · tour·iSrn· in· last t\w'O decade has not. ade-

qua~ly bPen publicis~d or eoffectiv,..ly·plann~d· 

· T)'l~ d~v~lopment of tourism in Assam is not an P.aJSy job as 

it has .for so long b~en ri~glec:ted and andow~d with so many cam• 

plex problems • but one thing is ~.rtain that if tourism is deve· . 

loped :i,n scientific way ·1~ will pave immensely valuable asset 

for tf:l~ re.gion it~elf. Answer to most of its economic pr0bl~ms 

lik~ pov~rty •. un~ploYJne!lt can be found if in~ntive is given to 

·•. . 
·.·.-:.·c··'"} · l~~- .: -.~.-~.;r· .;_-· ---:~ 

----~-------------------~------ ·--------------------
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develop this labour 1nt~nsive tourism industry. 

For p~oper development of tourism phenomenon th~ basic 

px:obl.Pms which gripped tht? region r~vers~ly arP to b~ first iden-

tifi~d so that some rational measures may be suggested for their 

pro~r ~radicat1on and impx·oveme~~ som~ of th~ prohl~ns that 

need spectal att~ntion in th~ deVPlopm~nt to tourism may be 

1) ·Th~ ·great~st of the problem is llc:rck of r;>roper security 

which is th~ stum};)l:i-n9''block for a-110\..iing th., industry to develop~ 

But this ppencmenon is not only confinPd to this region~ It 

was equal;ly.promiAAnt retarding thP growth of tourist flow in 

ht"ghly tourist pron~ arPas like Kashmir and in Darj~el.im; before 

the signing of a .. memorandum of understanding bPtW""!en the G·ov~r·n-

ment and Gorkha ~aders. De:.spite the GovPrnmPnt's effort how-
• '- -~~ t.,·. 

ever on~ tourist zo~ after anotheor is being shut down by ex• 

tr~mist a ct.ivity. ·The? governm(;>nt•s P.ffort to bring all the ex­

trE"mist outfit to the negot.iation tabl~ and maintain pea~ and 

traaqui 11 ty in thP regi.on should be in th~ t.clp of t~ ·agenda 

for developing thP industrY in this region. 

2) Another major problem in thP r~gion is the shortage of 
. ~~------

easy and safe transport. '.£hp. difficulties .:Jf ac~ss arP sev~re 

and fe!cilities are almost negligibl~. Roads arP quitP. tnsuffi-

ei~nt and have been constructed haphazardly. ThP OPening of 
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roads to many new ar~as and th~ interior parts holds a still 

greater promise for tourism in this region. 

3) OnP of the main reasons for the inadequate growth of 

tourism industry in this region is due to th~ fact thst foreign 

tourists are not allowed to trav~l fr~ely in the Stattl!. Assarr 

was d~clarPd as a r~strict~d area during thP. war with China in 

1962 but th~ Stat~ 90VP.rnmAnt had th~ power to issu~ temporary 

Restricted Area Permit for upto 15 days to the for~ign tourists. 

But during th~ Assan:.' Agitation in 1980 this power was taken 

away from the State GoverJmt~nt and this had an immecUate affe~ 
:0 ~-...... t:...~r-:.,..::. ·.; t' ·~ "~" ;·'C.:.,:~ 

on th~ arrival of foreigners in Assam. For oxampl~ in !979; 

2320 foreigners cC!ttl~ to Assam. "PVen in 1980 till Jun~, 1000 £<>.­

reign tourists visited the State. But in 1981, th~ number was 

drastically redu~d to so. Till then the- number is increasing; 

slowly and . reached 5.95 in 1988. 

4) The problem r.'c:-lating t.o accommoda.tion - th.:.ir quality, num-

ber and distribution pattern ~tc. also very serious in t.h~ · r~gion:• 

Mostly good hot~ls.owned by thE;) Gov~rnment or other private 

agenciP.s arc:- concentrated only at Guwahati. But total bpd-nights 

provid~d by thteSP. hotels becorne awfully inadequat~ d.uring the 

peak s~ason. For low or middle class touris.ts accommodation 

facilitiE?S are t.her~ but such hotels a~P 111-equippPd and ill 

maintained. Common or low paid tourists mostly visit centres 

of pilgrimage rather than s oenic spots. B\lt inadequate aceommo-
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dat.ion capacity in all the tP.mples of Assam like 1<amalthya, 

Sivadol, Mahavairab.. t.tmananda -is 'the main problem for the g~nuine 

devotees who do not prefer to stay either at hotel or such other 

places in the city or towns for ~rious religious reasons. And 

for thPse lo~ income group tourists, there- is hardly any accom­

modation facilities even if they wish to visit these places. 

On the contrary, there is no preor and regular arrang~ent to 

acornmodat~ tourists at ple ~s like Lakh.il'npur, Maj uli etc. So 

inspi te of th(l>ir attr8 aicm. all tht?s~ pla ~e do not pull tour.t:ts 

in considerable num~r. .F'urthE>r almost all accountable hotels 

are <~:_c:xm O?ntrated at ~rtein selectP.d plac»s. 

SJ .;Another probl~m of high magni't'tiae is the lack of basic 

amenitiAS like water, electricity, hospitals, postal communica­

tion. banks, chemists,. general merchandise etc. \'d'lich play· a b1g 

role in the development of tourism• t'xcept few important places, 

thea~ facilities are quite short and meagre or sometimes absent 

at a number of places. ~SPE>Cially in th~ interior of the region~ 

Facilities for entertainment like theatrp, museums, clubs, 

libreri~s, souvenir, shop, books find newspapPr stalls which az;€ 

basic r€!lquir~mtOnts·ot modern tourism are markedly lacking at a 

numbAr of tourist spots. 

6) Th~ lAck of information ~bout thi;!J r~gion and a bout a num•-

ber of its pla~s important both from r~ligious and scenic po~ 

of view is also onP of th~ major re~son for thP slow growth of 

t.he industry. .r..p~rt from the traditional spots like l<aziranga 
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and Manas other spots like Bhelukpung, 51bseg~r @tc. are per- . 

haps lP.ast advelf~ised or public~ed• Th~ places of historical 
. •i 

importa:..1 ae like Tezpur. Si!ma~ar are not ~xposed fully. Adv~r-

tisem~nt of some tourist spots are GO low that it remains vacant 

for most part of t.h~ year as few people kno"' about. them. 

7) In lis sam Flooo are a r~?curring phenanena. Th~ disaster 

dpe·~ to flood::.not only affect th~ ·transport and communict!ltion 

system in Assam but in ~tirP North ~ast by destroying roads~ 
·-.t••:,.; ~'f .... ~--~~.·- • 

bridges etc. 

8) Lack of tour:ism consciousn~s~ among the p~pl~ is also a 

major probl~nh without which scientifi.t: dev~lopm~nt of tourism 

is. not possible. P~ople of the r!!'gion are not acquainted with 
.... .- . ........, .... ~~ ...... ~· .;; .. ~ . 

tourists and do not regard it as ·a r~al sour oe of livelihood, 

education, knowledge, cooperation and brotherhood. 

9) · Though th~ pro~sG of tourism developml!"nt has b~en initiated 
. ' ' . I . ' 

.by·a numbP.r of agenci~s of local, r~gional and stat~ l~vel yet 
' ' 

th? rat~ of gr01r1th i~ still very slo~. D~sirE=>d r~sults could 

not be achiev~d for t-Jant of rational policy, planning and pro-

gramming. ·Lack of syst~atic organisation and co-op~ration 

among various agonci~s ar~ mainly r~sponsible for th~ bad shape 

of th~ industry. Lacko£ G~J~rnrn~nt inc~nti~s for its retail 

trade is also on~ of the major problems. 
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Plannin9 MP.asure~. 

An analysis of the above pr0 blems . cli.!crly shew that th~y 

nee>d some spe-cial attention and effort for their eradication 

and irnprOVPment. Tourism is a· proposition that should be 

promot~ on priority basis and !.t requirs proper strat~gy .fo,~ 

its plann~d dev~loPment. Tourism is the only labour int~nsive 

+ndustrY which c,an minirn:!.;3~ th~ unemploymf:!nt proble-m, 1£ it 

Any planning for tourism developroent should be c:x:ms1dered 

as an integral part of the overall national plan for econo-

mic devP.lOpm!!;'nt. Tourism planning mP.ans an integrat,.,d devel­

OPment Of touriSm resour~S and touriSt actiVitiPS tO deriVe 

th~ optimum benefit in terms of social. ~conomic and ecolo-

g:ical objectives. Any integrated approach to tourism develop­

m~nt n~?eds c~reful planning based on a·~tail~d survey of the 

tourism potpntial base area and studi~s of futurP c,~~tomPrs 

based. on surv~ys and forea§ts. ;:.f:n:~ oi·d~r. to achieve the desired 

goals sc:>m~ irn1nediat~, short term, long .term and pe-rsp(:'cti·ve 

proj~cts should be prepared. 

ThQ measur~s .that may be taken up for t.hP dev~lCPm~nt of 

tou~ism ar~ summarisqd b~low : 

1. A d~tailP.d surVPY of th~ ~ntirP r~gion should ~ planned 

to makP. a' E.l~ssifil?d inventory o£.,.all presl'?nt and possible 



tourism, r~cr~ation. pilgrimage - r~sour~s and sports. A 

tou~ism plc:mning Atle~~ of th~ r~qion bi~s~d on micro r~search 

and survey uslng even r~ote sendln<J tf'.'chnology should bp prP­

par:e:>d by an apex notional organization on scient.ific lin~s. 

This would certainly pav~ tho way for all furth~r dev~lor~~nt 

of tourism tr~d~ And industry• 

2e 'The S!?COnd point of fOOlS is a~O?ssar-ily th<?- ~asic infras-

tnlctur~ spe<:ially tr~r.spor.·t t~nd accommodation J:e!q'..lirPa for the 

~velopment oi tourism. Road syst9m which is lif~ lin~ o£ the 

tourism industry should be conn~ ct~ with important to'Wns and 

citi~s. Trav~l cireuits rout~ <!lrAady in operation should ~ 

popularized. Travel sgPncl.~s ~ad tour operator:.; should be 

~ncouraged by giving incentives to c~ra~ in th~e tra~l 

c1 r c:ui.ts. 

1~ccommcdsticm is th~ :O~sic compon~nts of tour iBm indt.astrY. 

conEortable and cheep boarding faciliti~?G should b~ made avai­

lable at all tourist spots, tG suit thP. ne>eds of all sorts of 

pilgrims and tourists. Dharamsalii)s or Yatrinivas should i:.'f?. 

se·t up near famous templ~s which draw tourist io large numbers. 

Provision should b~ madP: t:o mek~ d.rinking water available at 

almost tS~ll pla ees. 

3. Tourism consc1ousn~ss is a prerequisite condition for 
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tourism develOPment in a r4!!gion. All possibl~ measurP.S should 

be taken to ~ducate 9~opleo abOut the importance of tcurism.its 

r~ligions, recreetioaal and educative value and encourage ·them 

to parti clpat~ at all l~vels. 

4.. Activ.i.ti~s focussing r~gional cultural traits lik~ f~e-

tiV<3ls, fairs, dat1<l:!!& and music E~tC. should ~ prope-rly patro-

nisea end artists should b~ given proper facilities and sub­

sidies to de-velop and display their traditional art. 

5• Traditional handi <rafts should b~ given prop~r boost-up 

to enable thl"'m to cater to the:> moqe-rn needs and fashion., It 

is only thus thet souvo?.nir market can b@. fully enridlf'd• Govern-

ment should come forward ~ith an e ct. ion plan ta provid"' b~sic 

raw ru~tte.rials, n,:~ t».Sss.ry CtJpital and merk~ting faciliti~r.; to th~ 

local craftsmen for dev~loping and proctucing b~tter items of 

souvenir trade. 

6. Suffi<"'.i"l'!n~ numbP.r of tratnt:!d guides ar.e ess~ntial f<:1r 

th~ developm~nt of tcurism in thB region. l'hey should b~ well 

v~ra~O. with thl? grogr6phy and cu lturA o:f th'!! land. A guide 

training Oi'!ntre may be op~ncd at ~Old~ appropriat"' place- in 

the:> T.Pgion. 

7. Prop~r init.iativ~ should :t~ talc~n to popularize winter 

sports~ mountair.&e"'ring, tro'kking, etc •. ~nd more psckage tours 
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; ··= 
should be p~ovided to the tourists. 

a. Tourism nhould b.:? previdP<i a resp~ctful plae» i~ the 

aeadamic curricula of the universities and collegeS. Proper 

in<:Pnti ~s be..,. given to the research~s on various themes of 

tourism in marginal arPa. 

9. In 1\ssarn floods arro> a rPcurring phenome-non .. · E.VP.ry year 
........... ,!:- ,., .. ·'-'; 

one or the other part of tb.t? Statt=> is engulfed oy flOOds, resul-

tine .in much loss of life and property, gr~at human suff~ring 

l)nd disruption of transport and cxmununication. The disaster 

du~ to flood not only aff~ct the transport and mmmunication 

in .~sa m, but it also affect thP communication of ~ntire north­

east by destroying roads, bridges, buildings and other public 

properties. ThE> Gov~rnm~nt should g:i. vc proper attention ·for 

the ~revention of floods and rescue, relief, rehabilitation, 

restoration of roads, buildings, bridC??S, pte. Th(:ll pre>vention 

of floods should b:-e attP.-mpt!?.d though the constructiqn of em-

bankm~nts, dykes Pt c. 

10. The R~strict~?d 1\r~a P~__rmit (RAP) which acts 3S a bar-

r icad~ for thr:- e;.;::.sy flow of tourists into thP Stat~ should be 

withdrawn. 'I'h~ ~ndeavour on th~ part of th(!) <flntral Govern-

m~nt will not only f'nhanc.:o tourism in Assam but also th.:o tourists 

will ~ abl~ to ~njoy th~ fescinatinq national beauty and 

glimpses of the wild life in entirP. north~ast. 
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11. D~spite t.h~ Gov~rnrn.~nt 's optimism, hO\'deVPi:" o~ tourist 

zoru:? after anothor is ~ing shut down by ~xtrczmist ·ect\vity. 
' ' \ 

Th~ lack of propAr sc."'c'~.::: ity probl~:m is CQntinuing ~o ~.~~rupt 

thP norm~~l life in 21-.ssam. !J:h~ latPst agita~ors,. th1r~4$h tht=:>i~ 
' 1\ . 

violPnt methods a:1d 1)andhs have crippl~d th~ tourism \+ndustry. 

·.. .l '~ r·- t jl' ,: l\st t In order to restor~ pea~· and norma CtJ tnr.:- ~n · r., iq'n""\ a !!!'· 

GOVPrn'JlPOt should mi:{f'J?-. trrVery poss'ible effort to J in~·· <l ;\elution 

to th~C> pr0 blJ?ms. Proppr. Se:>curi ty ar.rsngf'!ment should ~ ·~rovidt:td 
in all th~ tQ~~ist.spot.s. 

Thu.a it is clear that tourism is th~ most L1lp,o~tant of 

all thP r~sourQ!s a:vailablP. to man in this rPgion. If ;tourism 

.is dc.vc=>lOpPd through ~reful planning,. it is sure to bi\ing 

revolut.1onery transormation in th~ \l.h_;,l~ e'!COnomy. 
\ 
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