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CHAPTER 1




ls o)

INTRODUCTION AND GROWIH OF TOURISM

The word tourist has ccme f£rom the word “tour® which

is derived from the latin word "tournus® mesning & tool for

deseribing g circle or a turner's wheel, The word “tourism®
‘did not appear in the English language until the carly nine-

¢teenth century, and the word tbugnwas more closely associated

. with the i1des of & voyage than with the idea of an 4ndividual

being tempora:ily away from hcme for pleasure. Later on in
the 19th Centuxy Dictionaty the worg “Tourist® is defined as
“s person who travel for this pleasure of trsvelling out of
curiogity and becsuse he has nbthing better to do".

The concept of tourism was f£irst formulated in the

pPeriod between the two world wars and the definition put for~

ward by the Swiss Prof. Aunziker snd Krapf was subsequently
sdopted by the Interanational Assocletion of Scitntific Experts
in Tourism (AISET). |

Tourism is the sum of phencmenon and relationship arising

. £rom the travel and stay of non-residents, in so far they do

~not lead to pemmanent residence and ere not connected with

earning activity.

In the year of 1937, a commiteee Of the League of

Nation defined Tourist as any person visiting a country other



than that in which he ususlly resides for a period of at least
24 hou;é and whose travel involve one of the following pur~
;}oseéq .A

a) Travelling for pleasure and domestic reasons inclu-
ding healthe.

b) Travelling to attend internotional marriage.

c) Traﬁélling for busineés pu:poses.

d) Travelling in the course of a Sea crulse even though
the stay may be less than twentyfour hourse. The ccmmittee of
Statistical experts excluded individusls arriving to take up
' work or residence, stugents sttending schools, commuters who
cross boarders on their way to work, and traveller who do not
stop en route'thxongh a ebuntry regardless of the length of

time physically present in that countrye.

The International Union of Official Travel Organization
QQIUQSO)'mbdigied the conmittee's definition in 1950 by inclu-
ding‘ééﬁdehts on study tours as tourists and by specifying a
new type of traveller called an 1n£ethatieﬁal excursionis€.
An excureionist is an individual travelling for-ﬁleasu:e who

visits another country for less than 24 hours.

In 1963, a United Nations Confersnce on International

Travel and Tourism was held in Rome which drew a distinction



bétwaen ”toﬁ£Ls€s*‘hho'stayed'fbt more than 24 hours and

_ 3visxtbgs‘“uho'sgayed,fcr less than 24 hourse.

' The “Expert Statisticel Group® working under the United
Nations Statistical Commission in 1967 suggested thet‘the 
distinction be made between tourist who stayed overnight end

day visitors or excursionist vho did note. v

after s decade, the United Nations Statistical Commis-~
sion convened in 1976 sn international conference involving
representatives of the World Tourism Organisation (WI0), the
United Netions Conference on Trade and Develepment, the Confe-
rence of Buropean Statisticians, the Tast Carribesan Common
‘Market, and the~cax:ibéan community. The guidelines for defi-
nitions resulting from this conference provided the basis for

defining internationsl travellers used by most countries.

‘A summary of the terms recommended by the World Tourdism
Qrganizaﬁion (WI0) and the associates. afe as followss

nal viSTEOF i an in@ividual entering a country that

is not his usual place of residence and who is oot -

1) Intending to emicrate or to obtain employment in the
destination country. :

i1) vidsiting.in the capacity Qggg diplomat or a member of

4i3) A dependent of anyone in the above categories.

iv) & refugee nocmad or border workerse.



v) Going to stay for more them one year but who is or may be -

(a) visiting for purposes of recreation, medical treatment,
religious observance, family matters, sporting events,

conference study or transit to snother country.

(b) a cfewlnanber of a foreign vessel or aircraft stopped
in thp country on a lay-overe. .

(¢) A foreign commercisl or business traveller staying for
less than one year including techaicians arriving to
install machinery or equipment.

(d) An employee or international bodies on a mission las-
ting less tinen one year, Or a national :etuining home

for & temporary vuisit.

Internationsl visitors arn to be givided into Interns=

tional Tbuxist and International Excutsionist.

.:,«-_;J\U.»-f,:-_u

_Internationalfﬂb’*' s Visitogéiwho spend at least one night

" in acccmmodaﬁiﬁayin the destination country.

Internationsl Excursionist : Visitors who do not spend ot least

one nicht in accommodation in the destination country. These
1nclude-visitexg who»ete=paésengérs on‘béaxd cruise ships who
may visit the same port o0f call over sSeveral days but who re-
turn to the ship to sleep. Excursionistswho do not include

in-transit passengers such s airline passengers who may touch



-
- down in a country but do not officially enter by clesring
customsSe

Domestic Tourist : There has been less progress towsrds con-

sensus on defimitions of domestic travel than for intermaticnal

travel.:VWhile recognising the ‘for £lexibility in defini-
tion for dcmestic tonrism,éﬁé-the,iEPOBsibility of imposing
internationsl conventions on sueh.defiaitions. the ¥T0 (1981)
has suggested several guidelxnes for domestic tourism defini-

ti@nsy

The WIO defines a domestic tourist as a traveller
visiting & destination in his country of residence for at lesst
‘24 hours but less thaneoﬁe yéé:. fqr_the purposes of recreation,
holidays, sport, business, meetings{“canventions, study} visi~
. ting friends or relatives, health.~miéeiep work or religion.

& damestic excursionist Is a viéito: travelling in his country
'offresidence"fcf any of the‘reeéans given for tourists, but

who stays less ﬁhad 24 hours at the’destinétion.

In India; théAEeéértménégggrﬁ%urisﬁ follows the definiQ
tion of the Conference on Internstional Travel and Tour Lsm
orgenised by the United Nations at Rcmegin 1963. A foreign
tourist is a person visiting India on a foreign passpert, sta-
ying at least twenty ﬂouiuhon:siidzihdia and the puzposé of
whose journey can be classified under one of the following

-headingss



1) Leisure {(xrecreation, holiday, health, study,
religion and sports)e.

2) Business, family, mission, meeting.

'éhe SOIIowing»categnties are not régatded as Pozeign.
.Touristsz

1) Pékson atriving;with or without a contract, to'makel
up an océupatich or engage in activities remunerated from wi-.

thin the cuntry,.
2) Persons coming t© esteblish residence in the countrye.

3) mxcursionist that 18 temporary visitors staying less
than twenty four hours in»ﬁhe'conntryutyncludihg travellexs

or cruises)e.

However, statistics 4o not incluge the following as
touristss

i)  Nationals of Pakisten and Bangladesh .
ii) HNationals of Nepal entering India through land routes
141) all féteignets entering India from Bhuten.

From the sbove definiticns, it can be suymed up that
Touriem denotes the temporary, short temm movement of pecple
to destinastions outside'the places where they normally live and

work and thelr activities during the stay at these destinations.



Much of this movement 1is international in character. and
much of it is a leisure activity. It recent years, it hes
become an important factor in world trade and major element
in the balence of payment of many countries. For countries,
reglons, towns and villages, which attract tourists in large.
numbers, tourism can be a significantkelemant ia their pros-
perity. Tourism generates wealth and employment. It is a
major source of‘incdme"and‘employment for individuals in many
- places deficient in natursl resources other than climate and
gscenerys. It makes use of resources which may not be uéed in
_ 'otherwiae. in perticular of'uﬁempleyed 1ébeut in developing
csuntries end regioné with few or no alternative source of
employmente. BeaCheé. mountains, snowfields, forests are
examnple ©f naturzl resour aes, which cannot ieaéily ceontribute
‘to the economic wellbeing of the areé éxcept throuch the me-
dium of tourism. It is azlso & major source of incame to
many transport operators, providers of soccmmodation and enter-

taiment, shops snd other business.

TOURIST BRHAVIOUR 3 AIMS AND QBJECTIVES

One of the basic question is ﬁhy do scme people travel?
Why 4dn a particular COUnt:y more péople eﬂgage in tourism
than in other? It has been Adisclosed through the s tudy of
tourist psychology that tourism is the outcome of a cambination

of motivations.



in examining motivations it is useful to distiaguish

Between two’ .bre,ad.. groups of'tzavellers-,. :

The first gzoup eumprises those wha have to visit a
particula: place and: 1ncludee busieessman aad same elements
of those who may be described a8 common 1nterest travellers
‘;;ﬁnﬂh as visiting fxieads and rplatives. In these tzaVels'
the aecxsicn ta—gravgl. where tc go - and when to g@. is to a
rgzeatet extent outside thei: centrol. They are less influenced

iby pzica or dxstaace aad is reletiValy ptice—inelastic.

wrhe Second;ngupﬂthaﬁvis holiday toutists have & free-
6om of choice. They decide for themselves whether they should
spanﬂ a- paxt of theix 1ncunp anﬁ a part of their leisure time
f to,patticipate in;toatismp . To a greater extent they also ,
decide where. to co and .when to gos Thelr demand for travel -

is hichly price-slastic.

| If we elabOtaéé-the basic mbtivati@nS'and analyse them,

wa See that people engage in tourism mostly for eight reasonse

215 ?legshtq : In thé'ﬁiringAday to éey‘zcutine every human
being needs scme kind of fun, excitment, and recreotion tra-
val and holidayfmakiné.is‘one of the way of having it for
which paople go ocut from the[normal place of residence as

tourist.



i) Relaxgeiong rqs t_and rncz_gtion s The rapid growth of in-

dustrialisation. uzganisation have creatsd pressuro on men for
which haman mind as well as body naeds :ecteation and rest

in open space far fram the hustle pustls of city.

iii) Health 3 _Ib‘the meéérh'gge: iadéstzial'hazagaicausingA
envirommental pollution is one~of:thevméjot‘bgoblémé of the
worlde To escape pollution people travel in search of fresh,
healthy atmosphere, scmetimes for special kind of medical treat-

ment .

iv) Partlcipation in spg gg-s People often travel tc partic1~

pate’ in spozting activities like riding. boating. shooting,
meunteineering. water-sking, underwater swﬁmming. pony-trekking

etCs

«

v} Curiosity snd culture s Man is slweys curious to know sbout

the foresign lsnd especially those places having important his-
torical or cultural association. scmetimes. tourists are also
attracted by 1nternational events like national celehxaticno

exhbition art or music festivals. etCe

vi) Fﬁhnic‘and'familg : HNumber of people often make-ttavel'for
impersonal reasons which 1nc1ude visiting one's :elaticns anﬂ

friends. meeting new people and seek new friendship.

vii)@Sg;rituai and reliciouss One of the éaziiest'motivatorsv
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of travel wes visiting religious places for spiritual pur-
poses: Millions of people o out for pilgrimage to secred

religious or holy places 21l over the world.

-viii) Profossional or businesss Many people travel for theix

- professions end business, attending conventions, c¢onferences,

- business meeting, seminar'related with it.

Tourist Destination

_ Tourist destinastion mey be defined as the geographical
un1€ visited by a tourist which may be a village or a town or
a city, a district or a region, an island, a coantry or a
coétinént. Tﬁe tourist deétihation provides a éonvenient focus
fé;: the examination of the tourist movement and its impact.

Throuchout the year its amenities serve its residsnts and wor-

king population.

The inportance of tourist destination is determined pri-
marily by three factors - gttractions, acmesibility and

emenities.

Attraction is perhaps the most important factors of
tourism. The attraction mgy be site attracticns like climate,
scenery. historicasl, religious and cultural Oz‘evénc attractions

" like exhibitions, sporting events conventions etce. both of which
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exercise a gravitational influence on non-resideats. Tourist
vigiting Alps, Athens, Himslayas arxe chamed by their physical
grandeur. - The site attractions have clearly determined the
tourist importance of such destination as the Grand Cenyan in
United States. thé Niagara falls, the CGeysers of Iceland. Trade
fairs and blympic games ére other facxogs of até:actions. théy

may also enhence the site attraction of a destinatiocn.

Accessiltility plays a crucial role in the development
of tourism. It is the function of distance from the tcurist
market that is centzes_g§ pdpu1at1on and oflexternal transport

and compunication which ensble a destination to be resched.

" Pistance biéys an impertant role in determining a tourist
.choice of @estination. The large movement of tourists to Furope
and Amezica in contrast to Asia and Africs provides an explana-

tion of Acosssibilitye.

fmenitios at the deStinatiod canprise accommodation,
caﬁe:ing.‘entertainmeht.as Qéll'és internal transport and come
munication which ensble the tourist to move around during his
stay; Thus it is clear that emenities contrilute much to the
;og;istiéestinétion_ia_conttast to areas which lack in adequate

amenities for visitors.

- -The preserce ¢f thaese three quslities in a particular
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place not only determines its importance but slso its likely
‘Buccoess as tourist destination, But in order to meximise the
opportuﬁities from tourism, a tourist destinatich must also
have a tourist organiz ation in order teo provide the framework
in vhich tourism can operate to develop the tourist proguct
and to promote it in appropriaté tourist merkets. &80 the orga-
nization constitutes a fourth factor which determines the

importanc: and success of a destination.

' TOURIST SFRVICES

 The phenomenon of tourism ¢ive rise to a wide range of

services in the ourse of the journey and stay at destination.

The essential tourist servioes required during the jour-
nay ére passenger traﬁsport sceommodation, catering and entef-
taimment. Transport prpvides the means to reach a destination
and also means of movement at the destination: In recent years
by far the fastest growing means of long distsnce tourist trans-
port has Ddeen the.aifc;aft. Shipping plays s more praminent
role on shoxrt sea routes and waterways and also for cruises.
Rail xepreSents_short and medium distance transport within and
batween countries, both for reaching a destination and for
movement at the destinstlon, in soume mountain location it forms
the only means of access. Road transport by bus and cosch
'provides ieguiar direét route services for short snd medium dis-
tances to the destination and on any route alternative facili-

ties to rail: But one of the most significant developments of




13

xeCent yeats has hpen the teplaCQNQHt of travel by public road
and rail ttanspott hy the motor cat. which has become the prin-
cipal means of tourist t:ansport 1n|most countties. Txansport

is ncc»ssazy bue not sufficient coadition of tourism by 1t891£.

At the destination accummodation catering, and anter-
tainment constitute the:primary tourist services. Accarmoda-
tion is basic necessity to any tourist destination. However,
ia recent yéara the type of accommodation»haé been changing
Eonsiéerabiy. 'in rectant years some of the big sultes have been
closed cdown a8 there hes been a growing demand for infor~
mal types of accommodation e«ge holiday villages., apartment
houses camping and carsvan sites and tourist cottage ctc. have

become very pqpular.

The third group of tourist services provided by the tré-
vel agents and tour eﬁétators plays a significant role for the
growth of 1n€ernational tourisme The travel agent fulfils -
an intemmediary function between ﬁhe tourist and provides trans-
port and accommodatdon in particular and the tour operator <¢om-
bines the individual components of a holidsy into a product,
which is then marketed on his own risk. |

Apart from the above three principal tourist services,

there are other group of tourist servis which provides infor=
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matibn’se#vice$. sightéeeing and sﬁopbingq

TOURIST PRODUCTS AND MARKFTS

. A tourist products consists Of those things vhich the
tourist buys in a destination or what he does in e destination
and of the éervices he,uséé'to make it'pcssiblé. Pach desti-

nation has a perticular product to offer which the tourist se-

'lects and the services which he uses during his stay. The
‘tourist product at a Qestination may be developed to attzact
‘particular people with certain features of the destination like

‘swimming pools, parks, indoor entertaimments etc. they are also

aévéloped in the minds of potential tourists, through the crea-

tion of a particular image of a destination by promotion.

The tourist market is definsd by reference to the tourist

products. It is a network of deslings bBétwsen the seller who

provides the composite tourist product and the buyer of a pro~-

'ducc or tha touxist who buys it.

Corresponding to esch. tourist product there is a tourist

market. In the tourist market there are more or less hamo= .

. genous group ©f tourists who behave more or less similarly and

eXercise thelr demand on more or less similar tourist product.
To Gevelop tourism onme has to identify these groups and bring

the infonnat16n of the products to the pbtential touristse
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SIGNIFICANCE OF TOURISH

when the XXI United Nations General Assembly designated
1968 as the Iﬂtetnationai Tourist Year with e unanimous resolu-
tion.:ecognisingltbag “togrism is a2 basic aad'mcst desirabie
‘humen activity deserving the praise and encouragment‘of'all »
'peéple and all govermmsnts® its impoxtanCevwaé formally acknow-
- ledged all cover the worlde A large number of tourist travel
'eech,year to participste in events ranging from congkess €O coro-
nations, théiz visits alsb affo:d.opportunities to improve co-
operatdon‘ as well as té project an image df a country to the

outside,worid;

The tOurist in their travel came in contact with the
1nhabitants and affects the social structure and mode of 1life
.1n the dpstinations, tourists are in turn affected by the expe-
riance and often carry back hame with them new habits and new
outloock on life. Tourism is often accompanied by‘cultﬁral ex-
change by those who travel as well as those at the receiving
end.

In bringing together Peopie of different backgrounds
from different countries,. tourism therefore ‘has a pplitical and
social significance in this and in the activities in whiéh
tourist engages there is often also educational and cultural

significance. But the manifold significance of tourism does
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not arise only vwhen pecple visit other countries. Internal,
damestic tourism p£°m°tesw3imiiat'intezaction batween peopie |
and placss and contridute to that knowledge and swarensss which
'mayvénﬁéﬁce'undérsténaihg; R | EERE
Politics, chiegx‘?edncatien;aﬂd”edl£ure thus often pro-
3§ide mctLVations for tourist to trgvelwaway ffom'hcme, they .
TinfluEch tourism and tourism.in turn has an influence on them;::,
" Some of; the most important aspects aim in the relationship be-

“Vigeen-touriam.-the econqmyvand.the,euvitﬁnment.

A :n both international and domestic tourism one of the
A”\ainAeccnomic significance is that money earned in places of
 1,normal residence {of the tourist) is spent in places visitede

'nghe £low of money. generated by tourist expenditure £inds its way

,iato the overall econamy af the tourisc destination. as the mouey

3isututneﬁ.over and re-spentae .

o But 1nteznational tourist expenditure introducas an
;;addztional aspect of econamic significances It enters into the
~l;balance of. payments ecccunts of . 1nﬂiwldual countries and is of
_wmajer sicnificance in 1nternational trade., Foxr countries which
‘ zgenerate .outist traffic, it represents lmpo:t 1n much the same
\,way,as do import of merchanﬁise_£ar,coun:zies,xeceaving.tguxist
~;tré£fic:it.¥epresents'aud eXDOEt,iﬁ\much the same way as do ex-

}j§9:ts~o£ merchandise.

AN
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The part played by teurism in the national _economy may
be Seen 1n bxoad terms when tourist expenditure is related to.

estimates oﬁ National Income ang Expenditure.

It is Oftea more difficult to pvaluata tourism as ‘'8 source
of income for small tourist destinstion but it is usually possi-
ble to PrOVide 8t least a broad indication by meens of special

su:vey of the aeatination.

. Tourist axpenditure increases the income of the desti-
nation by an anount greater than 1t3e1f. The expenditure is
{amplifieﬂ and this effect is known as the multiplier concept.
:i"rhe multipner itself is thp ‘numerical co-efficient indicating
ﬁhow much will 1ncrease as @ result of tou:ist.expenditure., Money
: pent by the tourist goes into the account of businessman (tour
Aepetatots)o The money s in turn is spent on salaries, supplies,
'insutance and taxes. rach time & tourist mskes an expenditure,.
V,a-zlpple.of addiﬁxonal spending'is sent tﬁtOugh the econany. This
~ $1§Ple'is'cal1ed multiplier. The pultiplier dééc:ihés'tﬁe'addi;
”§10331 SpenﬁinngY'a given ‘level of tourist spending. & latge
multiplier fmeans that an expenditure of one unit preduces a rela=-
_ tively large amount of adgitional econcpic activity. ‘Mathemati-
cally’ the: multiplier may be defined ss « -
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M =421

AT

where M = tourist multiplier

,AI = change in income. :esulting fzem a change

in tourist spending

AT = change in tourist spendiné{f

The calculstion of s multiplier £irst requites itemi~
:_satioa of the expenditures batween the tourist sectozs of the
econcmy and all other sectors. Scme rathex ccmplieated matrix
~algabrﬁ 18 then used to convert these exchenges into 3 multi-

"pliar. nultiolietg are, often difficult t

alculate precisely

‘: QnﬂeF the best circumstancss.

I
¥

TOURISM 2S 2

X BMPLOYE

The provision of tourist Sezviceéjganexates employmente.

’Ggréurist requires roads, airports, hoteis.,fast-ioodioutlets.

tl;gift shops and many other faclilities. These crates additionai
r:jeb to plan, design and construct theme The nature of tou?iets
fih&ustryfmanlfests itself in a number of felated trages such as

- - transport, asccommedation, entertainment, souVQnir'aﬁd shopping

etc. The development of tourism Stimulates‘related servios

job such =28 taxl drivers, tour leaders aand 1nterpr§ters. These

jobs are direct result of tourism development, employment arises

8180 indirectly in other sectoxrs of the éconamy which supply
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goods and servims to these who serve tourists directly, further
employment is induced throughout the ecénamy as the 1incComes
derived from direct and indirect employment sre spent and re-
spent. Tourism as a source of employment is particulsrly impor-
tant for areas with lijited alternative scurce of employment as
in non-industrial area which are often d&ficient in natural

resour s other than climate and - sceficc attractions.

TOURIST BENEFICIARIES IR

The origin, growth and the development of sub-sectors
depends upon the stage and status of tourism development in the
_.regienq The aumber of tourist arrivals is directly related to

- the development ©f various compenents of this industrye.

v Two types of bengficiarims primary aad secondary tourist
enterprises can be distinguished when we consider the importence
~of tourism in their total activity. Hotels and restauxants.‘
travel agents, an& all tour operators depending mainly on tourist
. for their business f£all on categorf of primary tourist enter-
prise. Seocondary tourist enterpzisaraxe those which depend par-
'sially on tourism, but for the most part serve the needs of the
resident population, examples are banké, laundries and retai-~

lers in important touxist destinatione.

Another way of classifying tourist enterprises are wvhe-

thexr they receive income from tourists directly or indirectly,



the distinction is then between direct end indirect tourist

enterpriscse

The effects of tourism on the economy are spread over
s large number of industries. The contribution to incomes
erises both fram incomes generated in the tourism sector itself

and from incomes genersted in the rest of the'economy?

' TOURISM AND RCONOMIC DRVELOPMENT

Income and job creation are the mest common benefits to
.be_derived frcm'ﬁour§sm but other beéef;ts may also be realised
f}ﬂif,thevvclume of the tourist trade is large enough. In addition

“td £e1ng a soﬂxcp'of income and employment, tourism is fre-
| qnently a souxee of smenities for the resident population ‘of the

- tourist gestination.

‘ In ccmparison with other forms of econcmic development.

an. imprOVement 1n living standards may bp generated through

1 tourist traffic and its expenditure relatively quickly. No so-

| phisticated technology is required to estsblish the basic faci-
-lities for the develcpment of tourism. AS the industry is labour

~~ingensivea to@rism,can sbsorb unemployed lasbour resources,

thch is. particularly valuable in areas with surplus unskilled

~laboure.

In scme locations tourism provide an infrastructure,

“which in turn forms the base and the s timulus for the diversi:z-
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fication of the economy and for the_deﬁelbpment of other indus-
tries. Tourism itself may be expected to create scme demand
fdz‘goods and servi@s necessary for the creation and expansion
of some local industries - to maintain the facilities, to meet
its iequitemépts for supplies and to meet the requirements of
‘»thg'visitors-directly. Tourism'ex@endiiu:e may therefore be

- . saiad to stimulate an economy beyond the sector concerned with

. . tourisme

Tourism may provide @ stabzliaimg influence on country 8
ﬁﬁ%export eatnings. whose exports asre lorgely dependent on only
ig?one or few primary commodities, wdth widely fluctuating prices
"iﬁ wrld maiketsg In developing country, tourism offers the

fpzospect of early and substantial foreign currency earningse.

/. TOURISM AND TH® BALANCE OF PAYMRNTS

Due ﬁo international travel tourism has great impact

:oﬁ the balancs of payment position of individual countries. 9o
 95399'€hé magnitude of its effect, it is useful to list the prin-
viéipal types of transaétion and monetary movements, both of '
.current and cepital nature, which arise between countries be-

cause of tourism.

a) Current expenditure by tourist in countries visited
(on accommodation, meals, shopping, local transport, and simi-

.laf)o
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b) Purchase of capital goods by tourists in countries
visited (for exsmple, antiques and motor cars)e

c) Import and export of goods for tourism purposes
{equipment, furnishing, food, wine and other supplies).

d} Faxe payments to. other countries International car-
riers (principally airlines snd shipping lines).

| e) Various money trsnsfers (for e.ge by nationals wor-

kihg in tourist enterprises abroad, to finance advertising end
tourist offices in ochet countrias.

£) ?oreign capital investment facxlities(yarticularly

accommodatton).

- g)'IntéreStﬁaprdfité'and divigends(transmission of re-

turns on investment:to country of originﬁéf cepital)e.

6£ the sbove transactions, items (b) and {c) are inclu-
‘j;aea‘with’othet imports and exports of go;ds in the balance of
thgde. Items (@), (e). (g) are included in the balance of pay~-
ménts with other individuals i.e. other imports and exports of
'ée:vioes ‘and monetary transfers. Item A(E) is included in the
 13capital account of the bzlance of payments. Therefore, S8ix of-
';‘the Seven principal types of ttansactiens generalised between

-; ceuntties by tourism are not normally separately identified as
uch in the balance of payments. The only item which is so
i“fidentified is the first expegdituze by toﬁzists in the countiies

 v1si£ed. in the travel géébqunt of thaghﬁ&énce‘of poyment.
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Sometimes official estimates are made of international fare
payments i.es item (4) above. When this is the case, the amount

may be added to those in the travel account, to give estimates

of 1dentifiable foreigﬁ payménts and earnidgs from tourisme



CHAPTER II

A
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

_ India‘s glorious txaditions and cultural heritage are
nlinked with the development Of toutism- Its inctedible monuments
Z-attract large aumber of tourists from ail over the world. It
':QhasAvaripd clipate from extreme cold in high rgltitudes of

| Himalayas to the hot Fummet 1n,plains., The éélden beaches, the
E sanctuaries teaming wiggwﬁildlife. 1ts quite hill stations. the
:_yealth of cultural traditions extendging over thousands of years,

_the music, dance, paintings, custcms, language etc. all these

- make India a tourist paradise.

HOWBVQf Indis adopted the modern concept of tourism
';;quite lates India recognised the significance of tourism on
sconamy ané sociaty only in sixties when it wes fully exploited
‘in other countries of the world. Although considerable time and
attention was devotdd for thé dévelopmédézof‘tourism immediately
after 1independence, however it received priority only two decade

later o

The first conscious effect to promote tourism was made
in 1945, when a committ@e was set up under the supervision of
Sir John Sergente. The objective of the cemmittee was -to mcke
detailac survey of the tourist traffic in Indis =nd suggest new
potential areas in the country. One of the major recommenda-

tion of this cormittee was to Set up a sSeparate representative
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organisations for the promotion of tourisme. The recommendations
of this cémmitteelformed the guidelines for the establishment

of tourist organisation in the country after independencee.

A Separate tourist t:affic branch was set up in the4
Ministry of Transport in 1949. In 1955-56, the Tourist Tra€fic
inision'expanded its operation from one branch to four branches.

The four sections looking sfter various subjects were ¢

1) Tourist Praffic Section
i1) Tourist Administration Section
iii) Tourist Publicity Section

iv) Distributicn Secticne.

Another important step during this period wes the opening
of 3 'cméin of tourist offices both in India and overseas for
'diésémination of‘touris‘t hg:f’ormations.: »ifi_ggional offices wex;'e
Set up at important parts of entry. Tourist offices were opened
in Delhi, Bombay, Calcutts and Madras. Tourist information

offices were also set up in some of the foreign countries.

It wos on March 1, 1958 that a separate department was
crested in the Ministry of Transport to deal with all matters
conc erning tourisme. Héwéve;. the Ministry was tecognised
again on March 14, 1967 as the Minisetry of Tou:isﬁ and Civil
aviation with two departmeats (i) Department of Tourism and (11)

' Department of Civil Aviation.
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The functions of the Departmeht of Toqrism are both
promotional and organizational which are calculated by the

following seven Divisions 3.

i) Planning and Programming
ii) Publicity and Conference
iii) Travel, Trade and Hospitability
iv) Accommodation _”
v) Supplementary Accommodation and Wild Life
vi) Market Research - L )
vii) Administration; e o

The work of'thése Departments has increased enormously.

‘- They can be summarized as in the Table No. 1.

- India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC)

‘ 4 _Thé india TourismADevelopmept Lﬁd& Qaé incorporated on
March 31,.1965; by amalgamating three separate undertakings '
then in existence namely, the Hotel Corporation of India Ltds,
India Tourism Corporation Ltde., Tourism Transport Undertaking'
.aLtd;. under the provision of the Companies Act 1956, on the
1st October 1966, the ITDC started its formal functioning: In
pursuance of thé recomméndation'of the Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC), the control of Ashoka Hotel Ltd: and the

Janpath'ﬂotel Ltde was transferred from the then Ministry of
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wWorks, HbuSingfand Supply to the Ministry of Tourism and Civil

aviation from July 2, 1968. Ranjit and Lodl Hotels were also

amslgamated with I.¥.D.C. from March 19703 %The main objec-
tives of this Corporation are 3
T : i) Construction and management of hotels, motels,
tourist buﬁgaléw. guest houses, restaurants and beach resorts at
varieusvpléces for accommodating tourists.
| 11) To provige confortable transport facilities for
touristse. |
iii) To provide entertainment facilities for tourists by
wa& of organizing cultural shows, music connerts, socund and light
8nowSe
iv) To provide ehopping facilities for tourists.

;v) To provide publiczty service in India and OVerseasSe.

prclse:vices include accommodation and restaurant, duty
’frée shops at Intefnational Alrports, soun& and light éhows and
the production of quality publicity material. This COfpofation
has establishod a marketing division at its ‘headquarter in =

New Delhi, S e

According to its SeVenteenth annual report 1981-82, ITDC
had Saven 5 star hotels, three 4 star hoteis, eleven three stat
hotals and twelve 1 ster hotels with 3800 bed capacity 2nd a |
tourist transport flpet of 113 luxury cers. 39 ambassadors. 49

big coaches, 2 mini coaches, Today it is the apex o:ganization
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fully involved with all the developmentéi and promotional acti-

vities pertaining to tourism in India.
VISIT INDIA YEAR 1991 -

In order to giQe desireé tbrust to tourism the Ministry
of Tourism has decided to oﬁservé 1991 as “India Tﬁufism Year“.
Various quite extravagant plans have been putlacross to build
up what is consideted as adequate basic aﬁenities and inducement

for tourists. These include 3

(1) Making‘tﬁe country Tourist Destination of the 90°'s
Decade. B
| {1i) Enlarging the ten established circuit and adding some
m§re.

(iii)'Bringingjin 46 cultural and seasonal fares and festi-
vals within the tourist promotion spheres
(1v) Stengthening the Himalayan Trekking circuits ahd trails
t0 inner Himalayas.
| (v) Working up a print-media campaign on tourism promo~

tion and its benefits - economic and social.

Also to relieve pressure on the "Golden Triange" (Delhi,
Agra and Jaipur), the Government has opened up 18 new tourist
circuits. These rangé from the Dilwara temple in Rajasthan to

‘Mandu in Madhya Pradeshs Then the Manali-Leh road has been opened
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to tourist traffic, and Sikkim and Himachal are being sold to

winter sport enthusiastse.

In Madhya Pradesh, Bestar district is being opesned to
tourists. The State's Tourlsm Depazrtment is trying t O explore
unkmown hill stations like Pachmarhi and the medievel ruins of
Bundelphand. Impoztentxy it has 1nstallad 8, ccmputeriSad hotel
resarvaticon system which enables tourists in aﬁy part of the

counfgy to book roems in sadhye Pradesh Tourism notels.

Maharashtra which is targetting ses lovers developing 30
locat;ons along the State's virgin coastline an@ a8 many as 18
new hbéels ore stated to came up. The Goverrment is drawing vil-
lages into its plan providing loagns to set up resigurants:

conposites and boating facilities.

Orisse too 12 attempting to develop its 482 kps. cocast-
line and drswing up a blusprint to promote its Buddhist his-
 torical sites. Kerala is wooing tourists to its famdgs backs
waters. The Goverament is ttying up with the Taj uroup which plans
to invest Rs. 100 crora "in setting up a Series of resor&s and

hotels in the State.
|
Union Tourism Secretary Manish Bahal said the Céntfe has

A

allocated 225 crores for the development 'Gf ‘tourist spots iq\the
country. The total planned investment in the tourism sector '

included a grant of Rse. 100 creore from Japan £fOr the developmeht
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of tourists spots in Blhsar and Uttar Pradeshe

ERE LN

A to&al smount of Rse 2.12 crore has'been given for the
de§élo§ment of tourism in Bihsr. In sdditi;n to the finencial
aééistanca already provided in Biher, the Centre would spend
Fas 24.02 rore on repzir of national highugys in the State.

The State Govermment in turn wcuid spend RS. 32 cxore on the State

highways.

The State Tourism Departiment hee located more picturesque
.??efs in Sikkim., tne seat of the wo:ld'é third highest snow peak
KBAcﬁenjunQé“ (8633 metres). Th§15tatefGQVernment had requested
tﬁe'cbntré‘td open more attractive zreas in this strategically
importent Stats to the tourists - mainly the foraign travellers.
:The Etate Govermment had urged the (entre t0 permit foreign tou~
riists to visit "Yusthang™ sorxcunded Ly thi¢k Rhodedendran forests
é?érléokingsthe snow Capper mountaias in Nq}th Sikkipe Under
‘the new relaxed rule, £oreigners cen visit up to Phodang monas-
firy'4o kms from here in N@rih Eixkim+. Houwever, they can more in
3tna entiro wWest end South Sikkim for a pariod of 15 days with

e@ficial permission from Delhi, Calcoutts aud Canctok.

The State Governments ia North Pastern Stetes are gearing
uw by strengthening the infrzstructure and strsamliining, the

qthe: departm@utu to attract more tourists during the ®*Visit Indias

.!. sl .,., [

¥ear®. Regarding the restrictioa of the .entry of foreign
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tourists, there has bsen & joint Ventuxe'hy’the rastern States
for relaxation of the Restricted Area Permit (RAP). A meeting
has been held in Delhi recently by the Secretaries of Rach State

concerned urging the Centre to 1lift the ban on £oreign tourists.

‘ The ﬂotthpgaste:nmost State of India - Assam - come under

‘Exitish rulé after the treaty of Yandsboo in 1826. Before that,

ttvwas an independent state ruled by the royal house of the Ahamo
the.ngCQﬂéanﬁ-of the Sukapha, who crossed the Patkai Hills with

éhbui 1000 of his countrymen and settled there in the early yesrs
.of ‘the 13th century.

Before the advent:.of Ahgms, thé couﬁtty was known as
ﬂxgmaiupa and it had its capital at’ Pragjyotispura. Aancient Kema-
;t&pa ineludéarmeny”parts of present ﬂorth Benga1 and Past Pakis-
:ééﬁy hogording ¢o anéiént Shastras, like Kalike Purana, the
;ﬁeﬁélé Kamakhya near Guwehati was the centre of Kamarupa, and
‘the' aau-ntryexéandea around this temple in all direction for
 450 miles. It was bounded by the Karotoya river in the west,
?Dikrang river in the Fast, the mountains of Kanchana and Giri
-Kenyaka on thevNOtth and the confluencs of the Brahmaputra ang
‘Lekshmi river on the south. SO Kemarupa 1acluded roughly thp
'Erahmaputra Valley. Bhutan, Rangpur of present Fest Pakistan

-&nd Cooch Bihar of West Bencgal. During the mythological period,
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the King Narakeruna and his son Bhagadatta were the famous kings
of Kamarupae. The“ehinese tréVellet Hien Tsang who visited
Kamarupa about 6490 A.De. dgfing the rule of_King Bhaskara Varman
has left a vivigd account of the country and its people. After
this historicsld docﬁment, the knowledge Of ancient ASosm fotv
few centuries was very meagre but the discovery of several copper
plates which were preparad betwesan the later part of the 10th
century and the middle part of the 12th Century has brought into
light ﬁhe ccndition of the country at that time. Accorging to
the accounté of these copper plates which were meant to recite
the grants of ‘land by the kings to the Exrahmanas, the country
was rdled_by'the dynasties of Palas..Kochas; Kacharis, Chutias
etc;; oné:aﬁtér another in different parts of ths country. There
was no stable cowernment in the country due to constant wsrfare
betwaen the neighbouring states until the coming of Ahcms undex
the leadership of Sukapha, a prince of Shan tribe of the ancient
Kingdem of Mungman as Pong (that wes located in the upper por=-
tion of the Irrawadi valleys in 1228, They crossed the Patkai

réngé and entered the sreas which nuw form the present Dibrugarh.

District and“Séuth-eastern part of 51bSag§5? They <SQn{uered

T

the local tribes one after ‘another. By the end of the 15th cen-

. Tl
P

et

tury, the ahams were the dominant power in upper Asgxls TwoO Cen-
'fﬁries later, they became the masters of the whole of Assam upto
Goalpara, after defeating the Koaches, Kacharis and others. The
power and prosperity reached their Zonith during the rule of King
Rudrs Singha (1696-1714 A.D.). In the 18th century the kingdom
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was greatly weakenéd byvxnternal jealocusy éhd diversions. By

1786 there was a state of anarchy. 'In despair, the ruling prince
Gaurinsth Singha souéht'the aid of the Bnglish in Calcutta. In
response, Lord Cburnwaliis sent a small force to Assam in 1792
‘under Captain Wealsh, whé ul;imately drove away the foreign free-~
booters, and plac=d Gaurinath Sinchas on the throne. IWhen Sir John
Shere succeeded lord Cornwallis as Governor General of Bengal,

one of his first act was to recall‘Captain'welsh'as @ policy of
non-interference in Assam inspite of the protest of the ruling
kinge Internal strifo that caused one crisis after another 2nd

in 1817, the Burmese came tc Assam in response to Badan Barphukan's
appeal=- é'rebel.against the King. The swepi over the country
bringing untold misery to the people and having échieVed thin
purpose, they left ﬁbe wuntry soon after, but reappeared sgain

a few years later in response to further appeals.

This time they intended to stay. The ruling price Chan=
drskants Singha £led to Bengal and the Burmese.taking advantage
of this, put Jogeswar Sincha (1321-1824), the krother of one of
the Assamese consorts of the King Bodawpaya of Burma, as their
vnaminee on the throne of Assam. The Burmese invasion at the end
of the Ahom rule was the greatest catastrophe for the Assamese
people. As 3 result of their inhuman brutality, the people of
the Assam valley‘fled to the hills, to Cachar, to Manipur and the
‘whole region became depopulated, in addition, thousands of Assamese

were taken away as captives.
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The‘Engligh whose interest were being threatened else-
-where and whose envoy was humiligted by the Butmese. were again
induo=d to intervene. They deféated the Burmese in‘s¢veral bat-
tles in Asssm. By the treaty of Vendabeoo in 1826, the Burmese
rensmed all claims upon Assam and promised to abstain from fure
ther interference, a very mild word for s reign of terror that

tock place in Asszme.

' David Scott was appointed agent of the Geverncr-General
over thls devested area: By 1842 the whole of the Assam valley
came under English rule, and 1t was admininistered as an out=
}ying district of Rengal:s 1In 1874, a separate provinCe of Assam
ander a €hief Caumissioner was creat=4d with»Shilloné as capital.
In 1905 under the orders of Lord Curzom, ASsam wss amalgamated
with the eastern district of Bangal, #nd a new province was known
as Rastern Bsngal and Asaam with Dacca as capitsl was:created‘
The partition of Dengal czused a lot of political unrest and ulti-
mately the new arrangem=nt was broken up and Assam was made &

separate province in 1924,

India achieved her independence in 1947 and as a result
of partition, the district of'sylhet excluding the Karimganj
gub-division has gone to Bancladesh (the then Pskistan) so with
‘her newly drawn boundary, Assam is now the north easternmost

State of the Iadian Union.
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The most domineting feature in tﬁe topography of assam is
the cause of the rIVer'Erahmaputtaq It hgs.ca:Ved out its own -
;vailey hétﬁeen”two parallel ranges =~ the E:ahméputra‘vailey and
ftﬁe Barak véiley.' The riQe:,entezs the plaln near Sadiys from "

ly westwards for

;where'ig éssdmes the present neme and runS‘dfﬁfﬁ?
'néarly GSbtmiies traversing every,districf 6f Assam valley. The
‘valley (Erahmaputta valley) 18 a perfect,plain. studded with
‘nmnerous clumps of hills tising abruptly from the geaaral level
_3and sp:ropnded on all s;des except the west by mountains andr
';nte:secged in all direcgions by many streams and revulets, whichJ
coming out £rom the neighhouxing“hiils empty themselwes into the
fgfeat channels of Erahmaputra. AThe Barak Valley is extending |
jébout 125 miles (200 kms) in length and 60 miles in breadthe

This valley is also of slluvial o#igin. and 458 closed by ranges

on three sides.

fPhysical Divisions

The physical featutes of Assam are So closely related that
fit 1s cchenient to divide Assam into the following physical units.

a) The Brahmaputrs valley

b) The Barak Valley

5) The BErshmaputra Valley : The valley can be divided into two
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.parts, the lower Assam valley, where the plains are broken by
isolated gzbups of hiils, and the upper Assam valléy) where un-
broken plalns e £r0m the Himalayas on the northwest to the Naga

Hills on the southeast.

The numerous low hills formed scattered near Dhubri, Goal-
para, ‘Gauhati and Tezpur. The sorrounding plains«have-beep for-
med by the alluvial materisls carried down by the mighty ?rah-
maputra and ltS-numerous trikutaries. The upper Erahmaputra vel-
ley lies northesst and southwest between two fairly parallel:
‘ranges snd it covers the districts of Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh, Sib-

‘s8agar, Jorhat, Golaghate.

‘ ~‘Theﬁarahmaputra valley is a flét level‘plain. though sur-
;rounded hy high mountains. - ‘Ditrugarh has an sltitude of 340 ft.
(104 metres) end. Gauhati has only 163 ft. (50 metres).

b) The Barak.Valley 3 Thtsevalley consists: of its main part
largely of suempy flats broken by numerous -low isclated hills’ and
'.:idges. The Garo hills mark the limit of the valley abruptly in
the north, but thp southeastern boundary is of‘a different cha-
'ifactet long spurs of - highland project from Trlpura and Mizo Hills
fand between them are broad valleys nnusually diversified with many
low isolated hills. Most of the tea.cultiVation in the Barak
vélléy 1s'6n the Tipam beds Another interesting featuré is tﬁe
ytesence of crawl in thg'plateau‘deposited‘by the Barak ané its
'trlbutaries.: The flailground is largely occupied by clayey allu-

- Vflmf."
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©) Hill Zone 2 fhé Hill Zone of Assam comprises of two revenue
districts viz., Ksrbi Anglong and N.C. Hilis. This Zone lies
between 24°54° and 26°41' N. latitude and 92°7' and 93%52' ®
longitude. The Zone covers an area of 5,222 sg. kme equivalent
to 19.4% of the State ares of which 66% and 34% of the aréa is

' OCCupieé by Karbi dnglong and N.C. Hills Districts respectively.
- This Zone has a popuiétion of 4.55.3574whi6h is eqﬁivalent to

. 3.11% of the State.

' FLORAL AND PAUNAL ATTRIBUTES

FPlora and Fauna both have been considered as good resource
cf modern tourism. The greenery of forest and wild cries of
animals always attracted the mankind. As far as Assam is concsrned,

‘it is very rich and prosperous in florel and faunal resourcese.

Assam is'knoﬁn for her rich forest wealth. The luxurient,
e;ergreen~and desiduous forests 0f the 8tate abound with variety
of valuable timber species. 1In certein parts of the State exten-
sive bamboo forests also exist. Assam a2l1so occupies a place of
pride in the wild-life map of thé countrxy Eor her rich, varied
and rare wild-1lifo speéies; |

At the end of 1988 Assam had asround 17.4 thousand sqe ims.
" of area under reserved forests and about 3.3 thousand Sge kmSe

of area under proposed reserved fcrests. The area under reserve
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forecte thus, constituting about 22 per cent of the total geo-

graphical area of the State.

Wildarness of the forest is the home of wild life snd they
are petential tourism resource. Assam has a colourful and fas-
cinasting wild 1life. Great Indian one horned Rhinoceros; Hollocks,
'cbmmon langur, ©ap langur, G®lden langux.;Tiger. Squirrdl, Water
buffslo, different kirids of Deer, rlephsnt; birds like Sarus,
~ Peacock, puck and Geese, Pelican and Hornbill, reptilss iike Lizard,
?ﬁﬁhon. Cobrs, Kresit are common in the jungles .of hills and wild
life sanctusries of'Aésam. -Migratory birds like Duck, Swan etc.
‘coming from far off places like Siberia (USSR) are seen in large
nunbers during winter ail over the State, White Winged Wooﬁ Duck
a rare species of ornithologist's delight is found in thé forest
reserces of upper Assam. . The mystexry of thousands of birds com-~
mitting suicide snnually at Jatinga a quiet village in North
Cachar Hills 1s yet to be unrevealed by the ornithologist of the

World.
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WILD LIF® SANCTUARY IN ASSAM : :
. _ - Table No.-2

i) Masnas Tiger Project , " '390 Sq. Kme
SQQQE.Otang ’Q,‘ : ' 72 -
iitif“Pabha S 49 = -

iv) 'Léékhawa e R -5 I »

v) Pabitora ’ S i6 * ®

vi) Sonai Rupa : ' 175 "
éii)ﬁ GarampaniA A . 3 f a
viii) Barnadi ' 26 " -

ix) Dibro-Saikhowa V | 640 " ;.

x) Nameri | o 130 ® °

xi) Kachugaon B : ‘ ' 214 ¢ a
x1i) Diperbill | , g m
xiii) Barail & Rotth’Cachér Hills UNSPRCIPIED
National Park : Kaziranga = ‘ 430 8ge. Kmoe

Source: Tcufism Statistics, Directoraté of Tourism,
Govermment of 2Assam. -



41

CENSUS FIGURE COF KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK

Table No- 3
SPT.CIES 1966 1972 1978 1984
Rhino 400 670 967 1080
Elephant 375 430 780 8500
wilad Buffalo 550 600 660 700
Swamp deer 250 520 700 800
Bigon 20 138 25 - 30
Samber 300 200 300" 300
Hag deer 4000-S000 6C00-6500 - 8000-9000 12,000
Barking deer 100 100 130 100
wilad Pig $00-600 550-650 800~900 , 800
Bear 30 30 30 30
Tiger 20 30 40 52
le=opard 12 10 10 -
ottar 200-300 200-300 400-500 300
Hag bedger - - 50 -
Cappad Langur - - 25 -
Hoolak Gibkbber - - 3 -

Source:s Forest Department, Wild Life, AsSsam.
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RACES RELIGION AND PROPLE

| { The early history of raece migration to Assaw - a migration
that came in different stages and weves =~ 1s-ohscute like a dis-
taat view, tha anthropology of the differeat . racial gﬁoupa is
pnly_pa:tially probed into and explored. It is in thié lang
whén raoes and people frem different corners: and regtonxacross
its hordazﬁ met and lived, end in the process of time'ékélvad 3
coneolidatad pattern with ccmmon traditions- anﬂ aspixatioﬁ&.
Through the long columns of history, peoples of diffezont oxigiu
angd ethnology migrated into this land, fcught'aad tamh@edvin 1ts
heéutiful valleys asnd hills, and as the yeérafxolled on, ferti-

lized its Siﬁsws and orteries into a zicpiané solid entity.

| The principal races of people that have migrated inte it
are: The Austro-Asiatics, the Dravidians, the Tibeto-Buxmané{
tﬁe Mongoloidé and the Aryans. These were the principal ;éiea
of,peoyle in tﬁg-distantmast locm»of history that built a'culture
éfAthei; own.ﬁén& dominated a major portion of south-east Asia

as Gambodiag the Niccbar Islsends, Upper Burms and scﬁe parts of
Australia. In Indié races of these people asre found to Some ex-

tent in Chota~lagpur and Khasi and Jaintia Hills,.

The Dravidisns might be regarded as the next group of
peéple in rlation to the Austro-asiatics, in point of time, to

migtate and dwell in tp;s land. 7These are ethnologists who
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suppose that the Banias and the Kaibarte communiti~s here are

the remote survivars of thie great race of people.

The Mongolians in general belong gé the Tibeto-Burpmpan
family of the Indo-Chinese group. The Kacharis, the Rabhas, the
Heches, the Miris, the Lalungs. *he Garos, the Nagas, the Kukis
and the likeiare'the members of the early mongoloid gtégp that

mfgrated into this land.

- " The invasion of the Ahoms in the second quarter of tge
13th century comstitutes the history of Mongsloid migration in

Aésam.

Another great division of the Indo-Chinese family of peo-
ples includes the Dimesa or tﬁe Hill Kecharié. the Bodos‘cr the
plains Kacharis, the Rébhas. the Garog, the Lalungs and the 1ike.
Both the Bodos“3Hid the Kscharis had theix empire, their art &nd
culture were developed to a high level of exéellence and they
constitute s landmark of a cultutalﬂbistory. Dimapur was thé

capital city of the Kechari Kingdam in central Assame. .

The Chutiyas originally occupied a tract of land hbt far
remoyéa fromizhé home of the Shans, along the north-eastern tip
of the countrys-~The Ahans as they entered.this land after
hayihg-crossed the Patkoi ranges had to =ncouater the:ééyerful

. Chutiyas. "It seems the Chutiyas absorbed a coed numbér'of these



44

immigrants through 1nter-maztiage and other sccial exchanges,

and ulthnately evolved 2 new race of people callcd the Ahom=Chu=~
tiyas a8 a result of this 1nter£usiono The»lote of the Chutiya _
race is rich in trsadition, and tradition‘haééit'that they formed

a Hindu dynasty in Sadiya or what was known as'viéafbha.

The ahcms came to this lsnd in the 13th century, their
appearance and intense patticipation in tha 1ifs of this hnd
changed the wholecnurse of history. A member of the Shan sub-Sec-
tion of great Indo=Chinese family of people,iithe Ahoms wholeyen—
tually becare the masters of the whole of Brshmaputra valleyo'built
for the mést part, their stronghold in upper Assam. Particularly

in the modern district of Sibsagar and Jorhat.

The Garos, a tribe of the Tibeto-Surman Bado family, who
generally inhabit the hills known aftar'thed}‘aze‘like‘the Khasis’
and the Synteﬁgﬁ a matriarchal- peoplé. 'Tho&gh mattiarchial~péo-
ple, t hair cultuxal patterns have gxeater affinity with those of
the Bodo-Kacharis in the plains than.with those of the Khasi: and

The Miris live both -in the hills and. the plains of the
State. those in the pleins are generally 3 tiparian people.: They
are a- -doecile population as the Mikirs are. ~These in . hills inhabit
sub—ﬁimalayan ranges to the north of the district of Lakhunpur.

They are a people of Tibe;o—surman origin. They are tall of well
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developed bodies and have the pleasant facial festures of the

Mongoloid type of peoplee.

The Khamtis s people of the Mongoloid stock like fha Ahams
inhabit ﬁhe eastern tip of the Brahmaputra valley. They are of
the Shen origin. The Khamtis are Buddhists of the Burmsn school.
The Khamti temples, .are made of timber, apd’tﬁ; various designs and
carvings attached to them speak of these peéé@e a8 belng o sen~
4sitiv§ and é:tistic_raca. Their priests are celebrates asnd their

holy see is known as'babu change

Thelr are Mikir Hills in the cnntral regions of the State.
They are now constituted into a Soparate hills district under
the sixth schaﬂule of the Constitution of India. The tribe of
this rpgion are of. the Tibetowsurman stock. There.is a scat-
.te:ed population of the Karbis in the plains_of the District of
ﬁamrup:and Nowgong as also 1n‘quth'Caché:.. The Karbis are gene=-
géi;y'a peaceful trile and they differ considerably in habitﬂénd

character'fram'the tries of the rest of the hills.

Aésam-is arliving.mQSeum. 80 to gay of races and tribes,
hesiées these thexe sre other differnnt trihps. the chief of wham
a'o the Turungso the Naras, the Phakials. and the like. All
these tribes dwell in the Upper Assam Valley and in the Hills
that,lie around it, shettering differeat groups of humanity cosy

‘nogks .
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Besideé the Tibetc-Burmans, the Mongoloids..the Austro-
Aslatics ané the Dravidiahs. Assam is the home, genérally speaking
of the Aryan also. It i-ax,;gx;ig'bé that some of these people made
their sppearance on the@eést of this Sta;giggpe Aryans entered
its valley from thé west. The Kalitas whose main profession is
agricultures, ars numerous, 2ll over the State, thqy are supposed
_to be one of the earliest groups Of Aryans that came to ASsame.
Like the Kslitas, the Brahmins, an Aryan stock are also imnigrants

from the weste

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS

The peGple of Assam bred in ancient peassant traditions,
observe a sort of ptimf%f%é’devotion to natiire, it reveels‘itseld
in the pepulaf festivals 1like the Bihus that comméemorate the cha~ '
nges of seés§ps. These nature festivais that mark the advent of
autumn and spring, remind one of the orimitive man of agriculture

who created both rituals and magic out of arte.

The Bahag Bihu is a festival of dance and music, it is
celelrated in mid=~April, when nature like a young woman opens

into a radiance of licht, beauty and colour.

This ia a gay popular festival assoclated as it is with
nature “stirred" uncder the impact of spring’rain and 1n_1t'folk'

joy is seen at its best and highest, dsnce and music add to the
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colour of the scene. The Bihu dances 1nvéiiably-p:ecede the
rains and the season of .cultivation, in 2pril when the festival
is held, nature bocomes kright and buoyant. The people sing snd
dance together, young boys and girls drawn to each other in the

golden lure of dreams, songs and the plaintive Bihugits and Bongits.

The Bihu danas are a superb expression of manly art and
dispart, a sing-sonc chant punctuated by the native drums called
"dhols™ forms the musicasl accompaniment in the main to which the
people dancezin géy abandon. Like the Russian Polka, the Bihu
dancoes disélay a genuine folkéjoys The *Marhar Singsr Pepa" an
indegenous flute made of buffaio horn, grows faint and distant
iand the dancers dence to its dying straigs. The Bihu danoes ex~-
preés the spirit of a3 festility festival. The Bihus are of uniden-

tified origine.

Assam is a land of different raées,and people which has
rendered the origin of the Bihus mysteriocus. It is held today
as a pepular relic of the distant .dustro-Asistic civilization

in view primarily of its asgricultural snd pastoral origin.

The Bihu dances re?eakl evidences of Austro-Asiatic in=-
fluences, wigh'the éustroiAgiatic danca‘ggégﬁyals connected
with the harvest Season and 31s0 Seed tiﬁe, constituts & popular
social event. This is seen in places wherever these people have

migrated. It is.to be found in Java, in the Nicobar Islands,
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6§§ér anma and those plsces in India where Asiatic influenaes
Qetévenée the dominant traité. “The Bihu dances and festivals are
5 robust relic of this sncient civilization, and they live as such
atthﬁed'fé 2 sodlety that 1s:stiil now predominantly agricultuk'

rale

The chief amusement Of thefcdhntryside:are ccmmunity den-
cing and singiﬁg. stage acting called the Bhawnas and buffalo
'fighté‘etc, These»itémg‘of-mertyémaking are mostly connected
with the Bihus, a2 popular agricultursl festival. The Bihus are
. supposed to be of Austro-Asiatic origin and their influence on'the
pattern 6f Asgamese éulture. though 1mperéeptibde is potent.

The habit of chewing raw betelnuts as>pr96ellent in Assamese
society‘today is sﬁpposed éo be an dustro-Asiatic customs. It -

is fairly well-spread.

' here sre three Bihus, the Bahag, the Magh and the Kati,
;celehrated at Aifferent periods and cycles of the year and natures
:in point of 1mp¢ftance’anduceremony, the Bohégfaiﬁu'is the fore-
most - of them, alle It is celebrated with the advent of the Assa=
meée'new-?ear vhich, synchronises with mid-April. This is the
time when the winter veil of fzg end mist is lifted and. the dry
' jbbneslof{the_ea:th quicken under s mystic tguch.,The touch is
. that of buoyant spring gliding into the4na;ea bones of trees into
y.empty fields and the hearts of men with music and'joy;‘*The Bihu

 festiBal is an anactment of the primitive urge in man for expres=-
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sion through rites and rituals songs and dances of a natural
facts 1t is the fact of natures procreative urge which is
symbolised through this festivel of the Bohag Bihu.

Folk dances are a common 1tem.of the social life of
Assam and with the approach of this‘Bihu} held in aprii. every
individual is enlivened with a new spirit, he 1s caught with
“*j0dice de vivre?'and 2s he dances, it might bgvin the open
field, under a‘ﬁanyan tree or in the shade of a bamboo or
mango=-grove, he.does.it in gay abandon. The drun besats produces
a ffantic mdsicﬁthet has an aépeél cn the sinews of the mind
and the body, the buffalo horn blows, raises the softer notes
‘of the young hearts of both sexes and draws them into the gol-
den world of dreams aad aspixations. the texturg'of which is
'woven no.léss by panions born on Biﬁugits and Barngits. These
songs are for the most part youthful vibrations and are woven

1'tound themes of love and youhg‘natuteq

Of the other two Bihus, the Magh Bihu is celebrated in
the middle of 3&9&@:; after ﬁhezﬁggggst is collected. With
Yonfire and social gatherings and feasts. It can bea called the
vﬂarnest'ﬂémé. »w.I?t shows powerful influenoas of the hills. To
the ancient man, the community fire had a distant place in the
utilitarian content of his life. The "Magh Bihu" represents
the.ptimitive aapeét of life with-the fire as the centre-piece
as prev alent in the plains and hills. During this Bihu the

bonfire is the: conspicious feature, after the harvest is collec-
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e

ted, the esrth is empty ond bazzeﬂ;r

" The ~xaef3$§§ the most iﬁéléﬁiﬁicant of the three Bihus
in point of coremony and 1mportanCe. it synchronizes with the
time when the green shoots in the field put forth, the initiel
blosscms light are burnt on this occasion and the goddess of

prosperity is propitiated.

The Bihu dances have created a number of indegencous mu=~
sical instruments, ®"Ghols"™ or the native drums that invisibly
accompany the dsnces enjoy a lot of}pophlatiey. The "Mohar
Singar Pepe®” is an indegeneous flute made of thé buffélo horn
it is OVezwhelming in its vibrant musicalnesse. It is played
u@;h the Bihu dsnces which lends to atmosphere of Bihu joy and
délight a sort of haunting ﬁalady.

‘Assam is rich in @ number of tribal dances. The Bodos
of the plains have an 16tr1eate pattern of indigencus danceSe.
They are mostly assocliated wiéb a primitive ritual cslled
Karaipuja. The instruments theat accompany these dances are simi-
larly indegenous. A flute called "Chifung” is most attractive
in its musicalness. The gagane, genéially used by thdase people,

16 another musical instruments of the Bodos. The Nagara is a

&

south Indian musical instxumpnt thatuhas been long sssociated

with Assamese cultursl life from ancient times.

The "Bhawanas® an important item of folk-enjoyment are a
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popular Vaishnavaite stage performéﬁcé introducga by Sankardev,

a c¢ycle of drsmas, music and songs has grown round it. It has
at the seme time given birth to a new class of music called
“ankienater gi;“. They are of devotional context. They consti~
tute lifé of the village namghsss or congregational prayer halls,
the namghase constitute the venue of their devotional dramas.
The Sutradhar dahce is an integral part of this religio-cultuamsal
1ife of the mytholOgicél drames. The ojapali dances, mostly
popular in western ssam, and non-voishnavite origin, sre other
significant items of their cﬁlturél life, they are usually

associated with the serpent goddess Menésae

The wamén-of this State are mostiy distinctive in their
dress. They wear “mekhela®™ or long flowing skirt down to the

| ankles, a °riba® or breast e;cth and a shawl, "Muga® is 3 regu-

ler wear of the women-folk, men prefer large wraps of eri(endi)

during winter. 8Silk and cotton with begutiful designs of in-

degenous art are _woven by the wqﬁgggg.,.;n their home’loomse.
RESAE R AR LR

Gendhiji says, "Fvery women of Assam 1S a barn weavVereee.
And she weaves falrly taigs in glpth...,x £fell in love Qith the
women of Assam aé soon as I lea:nt tha; they were accomplished
weavers. Being weévers_ they héve used econamy in their dreés
without 1mpa££in§ its beauty or its efficiency as cover. And
to me it 18 e sign of very hich culture to see the ASssamese wcmen

and girls wearing little 6£”no Jevellery®.
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Lo ABsam 4oes not have a separate weaving class, héxe all
people wesve. irrespeétive of céste or creed or socisl position,
andAahaost every house contain s locm. Sericultute and handloom
weaving are the most.impoztant cottaée indusgries in “ssam, the
principal veriety of silk consisﬁs in ®eri® (a white silk of the
mulbery warm) aﬁd “muga® (s yellow buff silk).

Cane and bambco and palm leaf work constitute an indigenous
. cottage indusery of the rural areas, things of différent artis-
tic worknanship and dally use are made with these materials.

They are mostly baskets, faans and oven-shaped hats called "japis®.
ihe Jepis are often ornamenﬁed and embroidered with different

designs. SR bt

811Kk warm rearxing is s considerable rural occupation in

‘ASsam, Silk yarns are obtained through this prooess. The "pat™
worm which yields a golden, lusiiéﬁégsilk is fed and reared on
the "nuni® tree. Often this worm is reared on the “chapa® or
“mezankari® tree, and in that case it spins 3 white cchOn. the
eri worm's attg:hmeﬁtvto the “"era* or caster oil ﬁlant has ob-
tained for it £h§s'particu1at name. Generally the ®eri® or the
endilas it is knoﬁn i3 slightly q:abrin colour, but the texture
it gytelgs is egsgntg§}§y.of a Eigﬁégﬁzable and attra cive qua-
iity. Iﬁ is soft and light, but wafm, Sualkuchi, a village in

the District of Kemrup ia the heart of this industry at present.
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There has not yet been regular architectural eﬁploration
in Asseme Some Of the old relics found scattered here and there
have been collected and these include sculptured images of del~
ties chiselled stone pillars of different shapes, carved stone
pedestals of pillars and finely carved panels containing figures
of.hoth:human and animal heads.

The rock-cut images of Vishnu and Ganesh found in or near

Guwahatli g0 back to an early agee.

'Rockscut figures have been excavated at Pandu. Aall these
are figutes of gods and goddesses. Nemerous cutting on rocks
are to be seen also on the western slope of Kemakhya hill. The
basement of the modern Ghantakarns temple contains some stone
ftagﬁents of older templess One of these fragments is a besuti-
lfully carved friezé in which these are representation of series

of garlands and animals.

Both in Umananda and Asvakranta in Guwahati, the Aham
temples were built with stones and carved images belong to more
ancient temples; The Ananta~-Sayi Vishnu of Asvakranta 1is a piece
6f sculpture of veryAhigh ordere. It‘belongs probably to the

10 or 11th century A«De

The ruins existing in or near Tezpur sre much more exten=
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sive and varied in character. In the town proper ruins of stone
building and of a temple have been found. The ruins contain
carved and sculptured stones. Ruins have alsco been discovered
in the Bamuri Hills teo thé east of Tezpur town and at Parbatia
to the west 0f Tezpur town. The Shina temple at Parbatia is
-the cldest and finest piece of architectural work in Kemérupa.
It was built probably in the Sth or 6th century A.D. Influence

of Gupta 4s noticed in this temple.

In modern district of Goalpara écattered remains of shrines
and temples have been found at Yogighopa. Dekalhowa, Masnai,
Pahchaxatna and in Surya-Pahar. These are supposed to be of

Pre—-Ahom periode.

Nowgong district 4s rich in old relics. Most of the
shrines here as 1s evident fiom ruins, were dedicated to Siva
and Vishnue. Stone pleces bearing various human snimal and

£loral designs have alsoc been found.

In Sibsagar old architectural ruins have been found in
Sibsagar proper, Deapani and Numsligsh. Here also the temples
were dedicated to either Siva or Vishnue The ruins consists

of stone images and architectural sculptural fragments.

People of Kamarupé.in ancient times had shown architec-
tural snd engineering gkill in the construction of stone bridges

over rivers. There is still a small stone bridge in the westexn
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part of North Guwahati which is calléd *$i1 Sako". The other
“Sil Sako" was over a chaennel of the Bar Nadi. It was construc-

téd-without lime or mortar.
DEVRILOPMENT OF '_I’OURISM IN ASSAM

Assam has been adored by nature in such a way that one.
£inds o paradise on earth. From the laigest river islands Majuld
to the tiniest island Umananda .on theiBrahmaputra, long range
of hilds and mountains, verious tribufaries and small rivulets
wild gtéen forest with rate flora aﬁé%fépéa. Assam is an unique
place for tourist angle of vision. B |
| The concept of tourism is not new in this regione It has
beeh practising here for the last 2000 years. Generally, the
traveller 15 the past were scholars, merchaﬁté add pilgxims.

The f£irst recorded forelgn traveller was probably Hiuen-Tsange

He was followed by Muslim and ®nglish travellers.

The self renewing riches of Assam attrs cted many invaders,
but the oﬁe who left most recent and most abidiné imprint on
Pesam waté the AhOQS. a Shan tribe f:oﬁvUppet Burma, who entered
Assam in 1228 A.D. and :uléd Assam till well into the 19th cen-
tury and eventually gave their name io the land. Before devel=
oping to its present farm, tourism wss passed through a very -

long period in the history Of Assame
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ngyth of Tourism

From the account it is clear that tourism has a long and
chequered history in Assam, Its early format was mostly reli-
gious where as in modern times it has assumed one farm of an

industrial, economical and socio-cultural activity.

The salient choracteristiecs of these historic trends of

tourism can be described in four phases:

i) Development of tourism in Ancient period
11) Development of tourdism ln%ﬁggféval period
iii) Development of tourism in British period

iv) Development of tourism in Post Independence periode.
i) DEVELOPMRNT OF TOURISM IN ANCIENT PERIOD

Thé period from Kihg Narakasura (or Asur dynasty upto
the 13th‘gentury AeDe} is full of religious I favour and cultu=-
 ral renalssance. Acoording™to the &nclent Hindu Ghastras, the
temple Kamakhys near Guwahsti was the aentre of Kamarupa. The
famous Chinese traveller Hiun Tsang also visited Kamarupa on
his tour to Indis. This long period of ancient history witness
an unprecendented growth of religious tourism due to emergence
of Brahmanical soclety which is responsible for the institution
of pilgrimage ritual and Hindu way of life. Some of thé reli-

gious centres which were developed@ in that period are Kamakhya,
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Mahavairab, Umananda etc. Thus it is clear that Assam was one of

the major religicus csntre for Hindus in ancient period.

11) DEVFLOPMPNT OF TOURISM IN MPDIRVAL PPRIOD

In early medievel period when Ahoms were ruling has not
brought any marked.change in tourism development in 2ssam. The
later'Ahcm rulers blessed with rare asthetic sense, built a numbex
of temples, palaces, monuments etc. One of the main sccelerator
of tourism in this time was the emergence of the "Mahapurusia
pharma® which led to the establishment of several sathas and monas-
tries all over Asszm. Some Of tha tourist centres which were
developed during this period were “Siva Dal®, “Talatal Ghar® in

Sibsagar, Asvakrata in Guwahati stc.

1ii) DRVRLOPMENT OP TOURISM DURING BRITISH PPRIOD

This‘wasone of the most important period as far as tourism

is concerned as it brought many remarksble changes to tourism in

North Fastern Regione.  In this periocd for thé first time the hill

regions of Assam especially Meghalaya was considered as an area
where several tourist centres could be developed. British ruler
developed a new paﬁietn of township in Shillong which is now one
of the most prominent tourist destination in India. In fact,
Shillonc was the capital of ASSam?till Meghalaya was declared s

full £ledged state in 1971,

Thus it cannot be ruled out that the Britishers were the
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main people who had developed and set the pace of the modern

. tourism in this regione.

‘ .
After the~eétablishment\of Shillong as health centre other
pleasure and leisure resorts such as Haflong, Kaziranga were

devé10ped;

1v) DFVRLOPMPNT OF TGURISM IN THR POST INDRPENDENCE PRRIOD

Post independence period can be termed as golden era so far
as thé development of modern tourism is conoerned. After inde=.
pendence, dommercialization of tourism has brought many striking

ChBHQPU'Bﬂd it has proved as a majcr source of earning foreign

o Ng
toh
R

exchange. Tourism wasiéiven a big boost “{1a"€he country by set~
‘tihg up India Tourism Development Corporation Ltd.(1965) snd &
separaté Ministry of Toufism. In fact afterlindeppndence. deve-
lopment and prcmotion of tourism took a eignificancp place in .

country's regional economic policy and planninge.

', In Assam Tourism deVeldpmént prog:ammefues'iﬁitiated since
1957 by establiShigg separate tourism department. Since then.-fhe
State Goverrment in collaborstion with the centre"haVe‘impieméﬂtéd
many. programmes in the field of administration, accommodation, |

transport and entertainment infrastruecturee.

ifferpnt Pive~Yoar Plans provided a number of incentiwes

- to the growth of tourisme MNew avenues were added and created in
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almost every sector of the tourlsm indus¢ry. Accommodation,
. transport, tgavel. :ec:eation. marketing, souvenir trade etc.
all are being developed and modernised. Touris¢ outlays in

various.pians have been gradually incressed(Table Noe. 2).

In the finid of accommodation Sevéral'iypes}of residencas
| such as star type hotels, luxury hotels, low incame group accom~
modation, tourist bungalows, xest houses, dharamsalas, pilgrims
sheds, yatri nivas, youth hostel, tourist huts, etc. have been

constructed by both Government end private adencies.

In recent years trosport and communication system hsve slso
been developed due-tO'héavy tourist demand. Several-retail tour
. ébetatofé‘haVe been operating sucossfully many luxury buses, .

tourist ears, ctainary buses, £or tourists and pilgrims.

Begides, GOWetnment‘ﬁas béen developing ﬁany new éourisﬁ
centres for further development of toutism ih thé':egion¢ Apart
from these many»wild life sanctuaziés have béén developing at dife-
ferent places such as Orang, Pabha, Laokhawa, Pabitara, Sonai.

Rupe and Nambars - .

_‘The Department of Touxism, Goverﬁmant of Ihdia'has 1n1tiéted
8teps to produce a 15 minute genersl £ilm oﬁ—tcurism in Assam
depicting Varieué aspect of 2ssamese 1i£§ and culture for over-
8eas market. Sheoting for the £film has already‘been started and

is in progress, the venture is expected to increase tourist
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Teble No. @ 4
COMPRRATIVE STATISTICS OF STATE AND TOURISM PLAN

Particulars

8take Plan Reference Year . Tourism
' of State Plan Plan
Pirst Plaen 1951-52 to Rse. 2050 lakhs Nil
1955-56
Second Plan 1956-57 to RS. 5448 8.89 lakhs
1960~61 :
Third Plan 1961-62 %o R6.13244 Moo
1965~66
Ad~hoc 1966~67 to Rse 8639 % 220 lsaknhs
annual Plan 196869
Fourth Plan 1969=70 to Kee 19839 * 19.67 *°
1973-74 - ‘
Pif¢h ' Plan 1974-75 to Rs. 27792 ¢ 25,00 °
) - 1977~-78
annual Plen 1978-79 Rs. 15066 * 8.3 °®
" aAnnual Plan 1979~80 Rs. 15968 ° 11,50 "
- 8ixth Plan 198081 to ~ R8.127901.:% 250,00 ¢
1984-85 |
Seventh Plan 1985588 to Ro.18884% »  520.26 °©
, 1989~90

Source:s Tourilst Statistics,

1989-89 and 1989-90

Directorate of Tourism, Government of AsSame
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attraction for aAssam in abroade.

The ptogramme inigiaged by the Central Tourism Department for
increasing tourist_actzaﬁtion to Assam also include Bihu poster,
ltravel cdlrcouit and computerised tourists information service in
the North ®»sstern Reéion.; The Department has started circula=

ting Assam's Bihu poster all over the'world.gor tourists attrace

A A S

tion to aAssam,

To keep pace with the fast changing world, the Dgpartméﬁt
of Tourism, Govt. Of India has introduced computerised tourist
ihformétion to the trévelling public. “Concept of thisnfaciiité-
tion is called "TOURNET"™ (Tourilst Network)e. This shall ensure
quick and fast information to & visitor on updated tips on tourist
information, locetion, types of acconmodation availablé and” their
tariffs, modes of transport to within cities as also alrline time
 tables and tariffs. At present such informstion is avéilabie
in Bomkbay and Delhi offices. Data base for 70 cities are now
evailable. Plans -are on to over 700 primary and secondary ¢i-

ties spreading across the countrye.

“GOURNRT" wcul@é be immensely helpful in future, once it is
linked to “INDONET? (India Network) whichwiﬁﬁlndia‘s‘premier
public data pxocessing’network. With the use of ﬂard disc CDROM
(compact dise road only memdry) would have 40 cities in 20 coun-

tries. ’This work shall be carried out by means of dial facili-
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ties of the Department of Telecommunication lines. CMC(Computer

Maintenance Cantre) has been entrusted with this taske

Updated information on airline schedule, tariffs, rosd tari-
ffs dié:uptions. museum timing eté. would be readily available
at these 40 domestic goqnté:s. Also satellite link up would
make this information within. reach in otheritravel agent of-

fios abroads

In the north-east offices namely Guwahati, Shillong and
Imphal shall have this facility. Installation of terminal in

these offices is likely to carry out in this yesr.

Tourist arrival in different tourist lodges totalled 17,409
as against 10,423 4in 1985. Although the growih of tourist arri-
val showed an improvement dbut the arrival of foreign tourist is
very discouraging. Only 319 foreign tourist visited in 1989 as
against 2320 in 1979. The Govetnhent of India hae decided to
relax the R.A.P. rule to some extent which may exert influence
over the inflow of fo:eign'torust to this Séatétand North ®astern
Region as a whole and it is hoped that quite a good number of

foxeignvtqﬁﬁast will visit in caming years.

" R
Tuled wepa
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INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ARRIVALS

TA$1¢ No. 5
Year ' AsSsSam - All Inddia Petcéntage
T share of
Assam
1971 1180 300995 0.39
1972 1276 640422 0.19
1978 7 1213 747995 0.16
1979 2320 764781 0.30
1980 1000 © 800150 0.12
1981 50 853140 0,01
1982 | 132 860178 0.02
1983 32 834731 -
1984 23 852503 - -
1985 40 836508 -
1986 146 1080050 0.01
1987 430 1163774 0.4
1988 | 595 1239992 0.05
1989 319 1337232 - 0.03
Source: Tourist Statistics, 1989 (g - 1)

Directorate of Tourism, Government of ASsam.
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TOURISM ORGANISATION

The Central Govermment plays an important role in the
develcpment of national tourism alongwith foreign tourisme. The
modern context of taking touriem as o farm of indusyry is only
of recent origin in India. It started relatively quite late 4in
" the developing countries. In assam the programme for tourism
development started in 1957. A number of measures were taken to
devélop infrastructure béth in plains snd hill regions of the

State under different Fiwe Year Planse.

Por the sake of administrstion, policy making and effective
implementation of the programmes ©of tourism in Assam a detailed

and systemstic organisational network is at worke

There is & full-fladged Department of Tourism headed by a
Minister 0of State rank. Its main function is to formulate poliQ
cigs and programmes and giwve direction for the development of
tourism in the State. The Directorate of Tourism with Director
at its Head 1is the mein implementing authority. Besides, there
is 2 Assam State Tourism Developpent Corporation whose main func-
tion is ommexcisl. Aé regards the Hill Regicn of Assam, it has

some specisl provisions for L{ts development.
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Table No- 6
TOURISM ORGANIZATI OV IN ASSAM
Department of Tourism
Government of Assam, Guwahati
Ministry of Tourism
STATFR MINISTER
Secretary -
*assam Stste Tourism Development Directorate of Tourism
Ccorporation Ltd. (Guwahati) ' Guwahati
Managing Director ' Director
Joint Director
L
Deputy Director Flanning - Deputy Director Deputy Director
Transport Kaziranca
Tourist Information Officer l
New Delhi, Calcutta, €iliguri, Assistant Tourist Assistant Tourist
{ ' Officer Officer
assistant Tourist Officer Transport Information

Information

*Tts functicn is
commercisl.
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Table NO- 7

- BUDGRT PROVISION AND RXPENDITURE OF TOURISM DEPARTM?NT, ASSAM

(Rs. in lakh)

- Approved Outlay =®stablishment Building Vehicle 2guipment Others
Year i:iglcu— Plan Non- Total Plan Non- Total Plan i#lon- Total Plan Non- Total Plan Non- Total Plan Ncn- To-
Flan Plan Plan Plan Plan Plan tal
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1985~General 1
86 Ares 60.00 31.89 91.39 7.02 24.80 31.82 39.95 0.71 40.66 2.20 - 2.20 -~ - - 10.83 6.33 17..
. : : 21
Hill
Area 4,00 1.90 5.%0 1.40 1.80 3.2C 2.0 - 2.60 - - - - - - - - -
1936~ Generasl
37 Ares 65.00 36.13 101.18 10.48 26.74 37.22 41.0C 0.86 41.36 3.00 1.00 4.00 - - - 10.52 7.53 18.0:
Hill ‘
Ares 5.00 2.65 7.65 0.20 2.65 2.85 4.50 - 4,30 - - - - - - - - -
1987~ General . :
88 aresz 140.00 37.92 177.9211.93 28.17 4C.10'&.27 1.01 87.28 10.50 1.60 12.10 3.18 - 3.13 28,17 7.14 35.
' . 26
Hill
Ares 9.2C 3.2C 12.2C 2.50 3.20 5.70 6.50 -~ 6.50 - - - - - - - - -
1988~ General . ~ C
59 Aarez 140.00 43.32 183.32 10.55 25.98 36.53 54.52 - 54.52 9.00 - 9.00 7.CO0 - 7.CO 40.05 - 4C.
: 95
Hill ' -
Area 10.00 3.47 13.47 1.50 3.47 4.97 B8.50 - 8.50 - - - - - - - - -
1989- General
SO Ares 135.00 43.51 173.3110.56 32.53 43.14 59.50 -~ 59.50 - - - 5.00 - 5.20 59.% 10.93 70.
) 37
Hili
Arec 15.00 3.64 18.64 1.CO 3.64 4.64 14.00 - 14.00 - - - - - - - - -
Sohrce: Tourist Statistics, 1989-50, Directcocrste of Tourism, Coverrment of Assam.
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Revenue earnings of Tourism Depsrtment

Jable No. 8
Year Revenue fram 'Revenue from Total
Accommodation Transport s (RS- )
(RS.) " (RS.) *
1985-86 5,60,556.00 1,36,433.00 6,96,989.00
1986~-87 14,747540.,00 ,3,986,589.00 18,71,129.00
1987-88 15,25, 640.00. 3,39,413.00 .. #718,65,053.00
1988-89 17,59,750.00 - 4,75,994.00 22,35,744 .00
1989-90(P) 16,99,981.00 6,71,193.00 23,71,174.00
o -0

Sourcet Tourist Statistics 1989~-90

~ Directorate of Tourism.
Goverment Of Assam.

P s Provisionsl.
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The Department of Touéism have endeavoured to set a rapid
place in development of Tourlism in the State. Some of the tou~-
rist spots identified by the Department such as Kazitadga National
Park, Manas Tiger ?rogeét haﬁe already becbme internationally
femous. During the last few years the main thrust of the
Department was to provide infractructurasl facilities like con-
fortable sccommodation at these'places of tourist interest and
also to'deVelop &8 network of transport facilities to these toux#st
destinations. 8ide by side, the Department have endeavoured to
develop relatively lesser'knéwn places and make these places in-
teresting to tourists and to provide facilities of transport,
accommodation, water s8ports etce in these places. With these
objects in view the Department have constructed a picnic cottage
at Chandubi, 65 kms. away from Guwahati where theres is a vast
natural lake surrounded'by mountains and g?een reserve forests,
Rowing and boating facilities havekprevided for relaxation of
tourists and WQek-enders,'.New'tcurist lodges are under proass
of construction at Sibsagar, Jorhat, Areng, Guwahati, Umrangsu
etc. some of which are nearing completion apd others are at va-
" rious stages of const:dégion, Nagaon Tour ist Lodce is opened
' for tourists. The tourist lodge at Diphu has been extended for
' more accommodation faciiitiés and a double storied tounst iodge
has been thrown open at Silchar. With central assistance, o

‘ 72-beded Forest Lodge at Banshbari (Manas) is nearing completion.
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The Department in collaboration with I.T.D;c. has slresdy com-
mission=d a luxury hotel “EBrahmaputras Ashok” at Guwahati st a
cost of Rse 2.5 crores. In order to encourage pilgrimage to
holy places, the Department have sanctioned pilgrime cottage at
Belsare, Barpeta, Sediya snd Ajan Pir Dargah. The Departmant

has also finalised schémes for construction of such cottagés at
Navagrah snd Hajo. For providing way~side amenities at Nalbsri

a drive-1in restaurant cum motal is under construction. A drive;
in-restaurant has been commissioned at Kohara since 1985. The
Government of India qiygﬂagteed on pripgiplg;to finance a multi-
storied Yatri Nivas é; Guwashati for whicﬁlland have already been
acquired and ‘State P.W.D. is providing detsiled plan and estimate
for the same. In 1986, the Department scquired from the Govern=-
ment of India the "Fcrest Lodge"”, a luxury tourist lodge catering
mainly to the internstional tourists at Kozirsnga. Previously,
this lodge wes managed by ITDCe. The Department has received
central assistanos for two way-side emenities schemes st Rowta
and Silbheta, 8 tourist resort at Sameguri lake with water sports

facllities and for purchase of cpeed boate for Majuli islande.

The Department heve augmented its fleet of tourist trans-
port by acquiring c2r, jeep., buses. The Department have intro-
duced a number Of conducted tour to Kaziranga, Manes, Sibsagar,
Shillong from Guwshati in addition to daily sightseeing trips

at Guwahati and trips to Kamakhya temple.
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Transport gvailable

T&,blb No . 9

1 Car

2 Jeep

3 «Staticn Wagcn

4 Mini Bus {10 seater)

5 ﬁini Bus(13, " )

6 vini Bus(1s  * )

7 Miai Bus(l6 ° )

8  mini Bus(15 % )

9 :fiéﬁgry Bus (35 seaterii
10 ﬁ;c.m. Toyoga(ZQ seater)
11 “Génfer (é6.seateti

3 numbers
4
1 =
1 o
2 "
1 =
1 ®
4 ®
1"
1 =
2 e

Souroces Tourist Statistics

Directorate ©f Tourism,

Government of Assame

The Department also with the assistanoe of rd;aad Water

Transport provides facllitiss for river cruiss at Erahmsputra

to the tourists, with central assistenos a luxur?.étuiSQ'Vess$1 

is under construction. 'The Department has 'scheme for introdu¢ihg

conducéed tours by luxury buses outside the Stste specislly to

cater to the need of the LIC traveilxng. For this purpose, luxu-

ry cmnibus have been acqulired.

Ta'attract the tourists, the Department has swbarked upon



71

& vicorous publicity campaign throuch sué€ained agvertisement

in nationsl and local papers, kooklets, folders. picture post
cazds; §ali posters etc. The Department produced a 35 mm docu-
mantaz& ﬁilm. ”Aldéég%ﬁe Brahmaputra® déﬁi@tinq scenic beauty,
important:dastinations. monumeats, archaesclogical ruins and co-
lourf&lAcﬁ#turai heiitagé of the State. The Department also
'produééd-a,video £ilm, ®a SOJOURN IR THE WILDERNTSS™ in which
the réiéiéAﬁ eﬁnﬁic;ﬁlére‘and fauna of Assam have been high—
lighte§§%yénotherxiéfﬁm documentary £film on monuments and cultu=-

ral heritaée of Assam has been completed.

For the systematic development of tourism, Govermment have
marked out aine sepsrate tourist circuits in the State and ef-
farté are being made to develop them in an integrated way. They
Rre 3 _

1) Guwshati~Kazirange-Sibsagasr

i1) Guwshati-Manas '
iii) cuwbhati-Silchar
iv) Guwaheti-Te2pur-éﬁélukpung
V)_Guwahati~sibsagax
vi) Gﬁwah‘atinﬁiphuAHaflong
v@i) Pezpur-Bhalukpung
vi;if Tezpur-Ytaziraaga(vie Kalis-Ehcmora bridge)

ix) Tezpur-Orang sanctuary.
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As a result of all these efforts the number of tourists
visiting Asssm have Aincreased considerably. In the year
~ 1983-90, 2,86,020 tourists visited Assam as against 2,18,074

in 1986-87.
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SIBSAGAR

Introduction

The very name Sibsagar consures the feeling of historic |
wonder and admiration which attsined its pinnacié as the capital
of entire ASsam during the reign of Ahom Kings, Swarga Deo
Gaurinath £ing, with about 10,000 followers had to flee this.
capitasl at the height of Moamerica. Duriné their reign the Aham
Kings created s number of historical monumenté of rare historicsl
and archeological significance many of which although in dila-
pidated condition present before us a full version of a highly
developed technique of sculpture. The seven storyed Kareng Ghar
(known as Tatatal Ghar) which was completed during the reign of
Rajaswar Sing, had three of its stoiies underneath the ground
which commected it with the Dikhan river by its tunnels. Very
near to this royal palaoe stands s sturdily tuilding made Oof
bricks which was built in 1704 Saks, duting the reign of Kiné
Rudra Sing and it was under ﬁoyaivpaviliibﬁ of ths ahom Kings
popularly known as Rong-Ghar. To the part of this magistically
built two storyed building there stands the huge and gorgeous
Joysacar Tank with its blue 318 acres of land (including its
kanks) which was made by King Rudra Sing in memory of his mother
Joymoti in 1734 A.D.vAhcm Queen Ambika Dug the Sibsagar Tank

which OVvers an area of 255 Acres on the bank of which stands
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the sacred temples of Lord Shiva, lLord Bishnu and goddess Durgas
Mention must also be made of the famous durgah of Azan Peer the
17th century Muslim Saint at Sauracguri aboﬁt 9 kme to thes North-
West Of Sibsagar town. Cradled in the midst of scenic splen—

dour of nature, this capital of the Ahom King was naturally
adapted by Britishers as their hesdquarters after the famous
treaty of Yandaboo. Fven which the Uppéer: 2ssam Region égs divi-
ded into two District, namely, Siﬁségar and Lakhimpar hyifhe Royal
Proclamation of 1838 A.D. Sibsagar continued to be the Diséxict
Headquarters. Unfortunately for Sibsagar, the District Heédé
quarters wefe shifted to Jorhat in tha yesr 1911, Sibsagaf-hé§
regained.its lost positi&n when it was formally declared as n;gi

: District with headquarter at Sibksagar on July 1, 1983.

Not only this town was the cupital of Assam and a centr
of all political activities during the preceding centuries, it
had e2lso been the nerve centre of the Assamese Art, culture and
literature. Situated at 2 distanc of 355 km. to the Rast of
Dispur, the Sibsagar with its historic monuments of rare archeo-
logical significanée in the midst of scenic splendour of nature
blooms with the activities of a full fledged Industrial Town
and presents before us enormous potentialities for occupying an

important place in the country's mape.

Topography

l. Location 2 The Sibsagar District is situated in between
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94-95° and 95-20° Longitude Past and in between 26-55° and 27-15°
Latitude North. The sub-division has elevgiion of 86.6 metres
above- the sea level.s The Sibsagar is at a distance of 355 kmse.
to the ™ast of the Dispur and is bounded on the east by Dibru-
garh District aund Arunachal Pradeéh. on the South by Nagaland

and its West is Jorhat and:on the North the Lakhimpur and Dibru-
garh District. Thexe are fwo sub~divisions namely Sibsagar and

Chaxaideoe.

2. Area 3 The totsl aiea of the»distzict ig 2602.9 sqe. k@s.
out of which an ares of 1933.75 sge. kms. ccvers Silksagar sub-
division. There are four reVenue.citcles namely Diman, Amguri,
Sihsagar aﬁd Nazira. There are'eVen aumbers of development
blocks; There is dne Municipsl éoard. the SibsagarlMunicipal
Eoard asnd twe Town Committes on= at Nazira snd other at Amcguri.

There are 53 number of villages in this sub-division.

3. Physical features: The Sibsagar sub-division can be divided
into two brosd divisions namely the low lying areas on the South
of riwr Brahmaputrae. The low lyinc sreas are characterized

by marshy places and “"char" and "Becl®" areas which are generally
floaded every year. NoO major cxops areigrown»hete and these

are full of seeds and other-gfassy land. The char areas aie
cultivated.during the Rabi seasons. The other parts of the sub?
division consist of plain areas which extends upto Charasideo

sub~-divisione.
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There are several big rivers in the sub-division. The

~ mighty EBrahmaputra flows on the North side of the sub-division.
The whole 0f the drainsge of the sub-division £inds its way to
the Frahmaputra. The Desang river in the Dilkrugarh touches
this sub-division for a fre miles forming the boundary‘between
Di krugarh and Sibsacar before it fells into Brahmaputras Other
rivers are namely Desang, Dikhan and Dariks. The Jbanji river
forms the western boundary of the sub-divisione The river sys-
tem in this sub-division mskes the 8oil fertile and cultiva=-
tion of crops eassier. The sub-division is flcod prone also for
the same reason. The sub-division is very famous for its tanks.

. and marshy beel asrass.

Special features: Sibsagar can be described as a District

floating on the oil. The Otl and Natural Gas Commission has
its wmastern Region Headquarters at Nazira in Sibsagar District.
The Commission undertook exploration of oil in 1957 and have

found large oil fislds in Takwa, Galaky and Rudrasagar areas.

TOORIST ATTRACTIONS. IN SIBSAGAR

1) Kareng Ghar and Tatatal Ghar : A seven storied palaoe héving

three storeys undercround known as Talatalghar and the Upper
storeys . known as Karengghar kuilt by King éudra Singka (1696~
1714) is only 6 kms. from Sibsagar town. Thers were two under=-

ground tunnels from the Tatatal Ghar connecting Dikhan river
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and Gargson place which were later blocked by the Tast India

Companye

2) Rang Char: A tws €torisd oval shapped pavillion from which

Aham royalities watched elephant fighis and other sporting evontse.
It was built by Xing Pramatta Sincha (1744-1791) and stands

clcse to the Kareng Ghare

3) Gargaon Palace: Gargeson, the principsl town of ahoms built

by the Xvth Xing Suklenmung in 1540, lieg 13 ks ecast of Sib-
sagare. The 0ld palace was destroyed and the preseht seven sto=-

ried palaoce was rebuilt around 1762 by King Rajeswar Sinchae

4) Jaysacar Fank snd Temples: The tank was built by King Rudra
Singhs in memory of his mother, JOyﬁoti, a petriotic martyr in
1697 at Rangpur (5 kms)e. It covVers an area of 318 scr=s and

on its banks thr@ett@mplas wers built in 16%8 by tha same monarche
These aro the Jovdol (Vishnu Temple), the Sivadol and the Davi-

dol which sre highly revered.

5) Gaurisagar Tank and Temple: The Geurisagar tank was built

by Queen Phuleswari Devi (1722-1791) and was dedicsted to cgoddess
Durga. It is 150 acres under water and on its banks stand the
Devidol, Shivadol and the Vishnudol temples. Gaurisagar is only

12 kmse. fxyom Sirsagare.

6) Rudragsagar Taok and Temple: Built in 1773 py King Lekshmi
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Sincha in memory of his father Ring Rudrs Singha. On its banks

stands a Shiva Taonples, 8 km3. £rom Sibsagar towne

7) Nemdang Stone Bridge: The bridge, a cutout frem a single so-
1id@ rock over the Namdang river 12 kms. from Sibsagar was con=
structed by UWarkman brought from Bengal during the reign of King

Ruadra S4agha in 1703, Toéay the NoH. 37 passes over this bridge.

8) Charailden: The original capital of the Ahom Kings, built by
Sukapha, the foundex of the Ahcm dynasty, in 1253 A.D. is 28 Kms.
cast of Sibsacgar town. It is famous for the aumercus "Maidams"®

or kurisl vaults of Kipcs and other members of the royal familiss.

9) Ajan Pir Dargsh Sarif: At Saraguri Chapori., 22 kms. from
Siksagar stands Ajan Pir Dargah Sarif. Ajan Pir was the first
ﬁusiim Saint to cemposé “ZIKIRS" in aAssamese languace (160D nocs).
Cn the day of the “VRS®™ thousands of devotees gather here to

pay homage to the memcries of this great Muslim reformer.

Other places of Shrines of Intersst: There are a great number of

Vaishnava satras, Muslim Dargahs, Buddhist and S8akta shrines.
Theres are more than 500 tanks, vaults, earthen forts and "Raj-
beries"(csstles), bzlcncing to the ahom, Manipuri, Jaintia and

Aren princos and Kscharl Kingse

TRANSPORT ACCRSSIBILITY

Sibsagar is on= of itho most easily accessible tourist
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spot in Assem,, Ii has good transport fscilities both externsl
aad insexnal. Sibsagar is conveniently connect-d by good moto-

rable toads with the major towns of the State.

QAS‘far aé:théAtranspOrt.facility is conoerned. the nea-
rest aéipégt Rowrish in Jorhat is 55 koo swey from Siksagar towne
Indiaﬁféikiinms éwrporatiéé-oﬁerages £1ights between anahatiffl?‘ 
and Jorhat (Rouriah}. Simalaédri 1s the nearest kailway Stat%uﬁ :
which " is enly 16 kms from Sibsagat town. It is directly é@n- o |
nected gith Guwahati by 1egular train servioese. f

'fthuéh transaort facilities are availsble from Sibsagar
to Kaz ranga. Joxhat. Nagaon. Tezpur, Diphu, Majull etc. The

ASTC bnsps provide regulaz Bervices to eantire Upper ASsam zagions.

Apartflfam thase transpctt £ac111tias. regular conducted toure

are organzsed cy somn sIBV@l agpneies.

5 Sihsagar has ressonebly good accommodation facilities.
The hotals. baau>qus. lodges pzcwide good shelter snd aecompo-
datiog;;o the tourists. Besides there axe some hotels of mode-

rate~tg§és ~ like Picalo, Kareng, Priys, Brahmaputra, etCe.

" ‘Rate charges of thase hotels are not fixed and different
hotpls'ha&b‘difﬁatént-reto chaxgps. Rate charges of QOVernment‘

accommodatlon raﬁges ffom Rs. 8 %0 Rss 20 per day and for a

R
P A

person not on duty it ranges between Rse. SO to Rse 80. Hotels
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of wTuropean style charg;‘ésg 60 to Rs. 200 for single bed room
and Rse 100 ;o-ﬁs‘vlse«for double bed rocm while for the entire
suit thsy charge Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 per day. Hotels of Indian
~ style have'compa:ét1§ely'low rate cherges. In an Indian siyle.

| ho;el.fog‘é single:hed room it ranges fxom Rse. 25 to Rse 50-aﬁd~
for Gouble bed room Rse 30.to Rs.feolpet déy. But exXoept wes=
tern type hotels and some of the Indian style hotels most of

the accommedation do ngtyggoviae‘modezn furniture and good

ggiSine.facilities.

SibE3SEF fas an accofifmodstion crisis during the peak
season in January and February when more than 100,000 tourists
arrive here on "Siva Ratri®™ dasy. During the peak season it needs

more or less expensive and moderately priced hotels and hostels.

'TOURISM CHARACIPRISTICS : TRENDS AND ANALYSIS

|4 ssam is always tegarded as one of the héligét regions
of India'and a2 large number of people travel to Assam every year
on pilgrimage. With its renowned places of pilgrimage it has

sucomeded tO0 a Great extent in.prcmoting aomesgic tourism 1in

the form of what is cslled “Tirth Yatra® or religious tourisme
A largé number Of eolourﬁu; fairs and festivals are celebrated
- throughout the year, but there are certain special occasions
such as-ar_nbubaéhi fair at Kamakhydham, Rash fair at Aajuli, Dol

Utshab in Barpeta Kirtanghar, Urs festival at Poa HMacoca, Hajo
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and Sivaeratri fair at Sivadol drew large number of tourists/

pilgrims withih the State as well as outside the State.

Tourist Arrival in sibéagar 

Table ro. [0

Sl.tne Year . . Tourist arrivals - Revenue collection

{(cccupancy) (Nos.)
1 1985 1409 564 04
2 198¢ . 1647 7053%
3 1987 : 1651 . 64517
4 A1988 , 1182 59837
5 ‘3989 1311 48736

o Fg G, v .

Sourcoz: Based on Tourist Lodge Statistics
Tourist Statistics, 1989-90, Directorate of Tourism
Government of AsSame

The Sivadol is the largest Hindu temple in Assam in both
for its height and size. The temple was constructed by the Ahom

. King Siva Singha on the bank of Sibsagar tank. Sivasatri fait

1s observed in grand style in the Sivadol every year.

Methodology: The problem of meashting tourism is difficult and

rather a complex task as it involves various types of relation=-
ship in reference to socio-econanic and space~time aspects.

To understand general characterdstics of tourists in Sibsagér

8 detailed field survey was conduc;ad meticulously. TwO ques-

tionnaries one for getting information from management of .. -
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different types of hotels and other for interviewing the tourists

were preparede.

The time was selected on 12th Pebruary 1991 i.e. during
the spectacular éivaratti fair, on this occasion people from
@ithin the State znd outside the State assembled at the témple
to pay hamage to Lord Siva. The data collection wes donevbQ“sam-
ple survey on the besis of field worke. In all these surveys éqme
108 tourists were contacted and interviewed for getting 1n£or4 :
mations regarding their tourism behavioui. ‘All these informations -
were later on systematically arrsnged tabulated and analysed to
have a clear view of the state of affairs regarding tourism 1n
the tegioﬂ. However with the constrasints of time and special
resources available for field réseatch only s small number of
tourists could be céntaeted for interview and thus the data gene~'
réted aré not enough and vériable for any closer analysis, monthly
they have been conﬁerted inﬁo-perCEntage to show the kshavicural

tre nds .

% -—

According to the analysis of all information some salient
characteristics of tourist behaviour come to the £cre. They may

be summsrised as below.

a) Profession of Tourists

A8 recards to profession-wise distribution of tourists

in Siva Dol (Siksagar) about 53.7% of the tourists ware Service
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holdexs followed by businessmep_gf about 34.3%. SOme B8.3% tourists
were cultivators and 3.7%. tourists ware comprised of students,

lawyers. Doctdrs ‘and self pmployod persons.-
' ,m‘ﬂ‘ ﬁgv

Profession=wise distribution of tourists

’ 'Ta..bll-‘ Nd. (Y

'Sl.Nos Profession B "Actual No. of Percentage

' ‘ ' Tourists : .
1. . ‘Servies . 88 53.7%
2.  Business S 31  3443%
3.  Cultivators = -9  843%
4 ' bthers A - : 4 3.7%

Total 1o0s. - ¥A7 By

b) Age structure of the Toutists

Tashle No Iz

Sl.No. Age group | Actual No. of - Percentage
P - ' tourists

1. Below 25 years. = = 22 .  20.3%
2. 25 to 55 years - - 83 : 764 9%

3. Above 55 years -3 - 248%

+4vii
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in the surVey it wes fouhdlﬁhet majority of the tourists
are young and middle aged Abdué 77%:of the téut;sté‘were in
the age group of 25 to 55 yeats. :Bélg@jzs years acccempanied
their elders mainly toAhglp them,f*Thei: percentage was 20e3%.*
Some 2.8%:of the.touristé were above 55 years, .they ¢aWe with

their family foz‘°dat5han“uand rg@féaiion-

3 N ey -
e St R A R

c) Prefpréncq‘for’acggmmbéatiog;tyges

-iﬁ'was foﬁnd‘in the«survéyithat majority of ghthoutiét
preferrad to stay with thc tpmple oricst. Thoix pércpntage ﬁéé'
-1ear about 57%. ~Around 21 ;% of tne tourists likpd to stay in:

. pDhsramsalas or RélqthﬂS. some 13. £rom tha upper middlp ¢lass
,1iked to say in hotele. -and about 863% comprising Govt. emplﬁyees.“

-stayedfin.Dax Bungalow.

TabLe Nel3
31.Nb.f’:_Typas of'Accommodation Actual No. of Peroentage -
' o ‘ Tourists
1. ' Temple Priest 61 56.5 . _
2. Dharamsalas o 23 21.3
3 Hotels yo 18 13.9

4 . Others - 9 8.3

4 s

da) Pte'vious" experip.nc’e

wWhen the tourists were asked about their previous experience
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in this éawn. some 50% of the tourists repiied that they had
visited this at three or four occasions. Scme 37% tourists

were in their second trip, while 12% tourists conferred that

it was their first visit to the place. A nunber of tourists
have also expressed their willingness to visit this temple again
and again as they'are deeply moved by itS'beaﬁiy and environmente

IR __.-,;:7'"

Prequency of Tourists visiéA .
Table No. 14
Sl.N0. Frequency of Actual Ne. of Percentage
yisit | tourists
1. First visit 13 12.0%
2 Twice visit 40 37.0%

3. Thr;ce or more 55 - 5D9%

/

[

+4 3

Tourists opinion snd comments

e —

Most of the tourist were satisfied with the trensport faci-
lity of this town both external and internsl. Some 385% of the
tourists have expressed their satisfaction over the traﬁsport
facilities in Sibsager. Some tourists sbout 4.6% have found it
of avaerage standard and felt that internal transport should be
made more effective. ©Only 1.9% tourists héVe found tranSpoft
facilities both externel and internal as coﬁfortable. easily avai-

lable and effective but a bit costly.



86

kastiy tha tourists were asked tc make their own observa=-
tion on verious aspects of tourism in Sibsagare Majority of the
tourists have the opinion %that the bshaviocur of the local peOple

is very friendly and co-operativee.
The important remarks of the tourists sre summarised below.

1) About accommodation majority tourists expressed their need
for a Ystrinivzs or a Dharamsale or Rest House with fooding faci-

lity near the temple.

ii) Insufficient drinking water was remarked and as such improve-
ment in the present system of watér supply was suggested in the

tonple premises.

ii11) Improvement of local transpert is suggestede They also re-
quested tog?rov;de direct trancport facilitiss from the Transport/
Railway’étations tc the temple or to other tourist attractive

P la 028 o

Impact of:Tourism

*Fé:;a.deVGlééing country like ours sndowed both witﬁgbgqé
naturaiiwgaith and buman.fefource.etc. tourism has s spepial |
significaﬁée for it cen help largely in the ~conomic development
particularly of bgcﬁward areas. The significance of touriﬁ@‘és~
a foreign gxchange earner has becoms all the more important in

the coaéext‘of country's trade deficit. It brincs 3 number of
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other bénefits £00 l1like international understanding and co-

operatione In the case of Iandlia with its size aad diversity,
tourism may generate a feelinu of national integration. Thus
tourism works in. a number of ways aad its impact arxe numerous

and variede.

A

reonamic impact: Recreational travel includes growth on three

leVelé -~ national, regional and local, but the quantum of this
crowﬁh wili{be different from level tc level. Théée include ﬁ\
iﬂCte&Sas in emp10yu@nt and income in s everal sectors of oconomyv
deVelopmpnt of ilnfrestructure and & saumber of 1ndustries which

are only due to tourism. Thus tourism may Pave the way for total

d@velopheﬁt of tha'rogion which could not ke developzd Oth@b%lSno

uch bonefits of tOurism may sometims ‘be offret by various opera- o

ticnai'~ost and sv czo—calturax ﬂrcbl@ms. However the growth ge—

nerated will ecnpansatn more tt-ﬂ the loss in ;hn lcﬁ" run.

-Tﬁg;p'has’baén 5 progressive rise in the number of tourists
coming7§o*Sihsagar District for the last few years and the in-
créesé in tourist activities has'éefinitely an impsct on the éco-
nomy of~the tegioa. Howaver, relevang‘data analysing this as-

pect at this stage are not available.
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Tourist expenditure pattern

Table No. IS

Items rxpenditure{in percent)
le Hotels 2nd catering 47.0%
2. Internal Transport : 23.0G¢
3. Shoppinrg ' 15, 0%
4. rntertaiment 7 «5%
S. Miscellaneous 7 «5%
5 £

pntgpotential

.Tourism as an LhAustry has peculiar features, apart from
its job generating cspacity. It ic not a single industry tut
a loose wonfederation of & numker of other industries. TO
some it i1s a market aad to other it 1is an inpdus¢rye Geogra-
phare name it a lahdscape industry, because the proguct of tou-
rism are made of naturasl beauty, dramatic landscape and‘cultural

heritace etc.

Tha-Governmﬂnt cf Assam declared tourism as an indus¢ry
recently in order to give tourism a special boost by making s
number of conoession for its crowthe The nature of tourist
indust?y manifests itself in a number of related trades such as

transport, accommodation, entertaimment, souvenir and shopping
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etce The coricin, crcwth and the development of sub-sectors de-
pend upon the stage and status of tourism development in the

regione

“Provision of better and confortsble sccommodztion is con=-
sidered to be the main thrust ¢f modern tourism industrye. Rather
it is the heart core of present day tourisme. Mainly threes types
of accommodation are‘aveilaﬁle in Sibtsagar towns: (1) classified

hotels (2) Hotel indigenous and (3) Tourist bungalows.

In the catecory of classified hotels are included hotels
of western sStyle. In s rough estimate there are about 89 such
hotels with 8 totel of about 200 bed capscity. Thers are around
S to 10 persons employed 1a each such hotel. Boc3ause of the
comparatively hich rate charges tiese hotels Sarve mainly elite
class domestic tourist of Iadis. In the £ield survey it was qb?
served that the average number Of persons employed in each such
hotelzs ranged from fiftpggﬁzé twp;ﬁy.‘ However the amployees here

ate mostly seesoned and average paid.

Indigencus types of hotels are mbstly used by domestic
oeneral tourists. Those hotels are mixéd types somé ar» good
and even excellent but majority of them are in bad shabe. Hardly
they proviée 2ll the neaesssry facilitiese. Their émplbyment

potential too is very weak. ¥Pmployees are ccmparatIVPiy low paid.
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The third eategofy of accommcdstion consists of various
types of Government nouses i.e. tourist bungalows, circuit
house,. inspection house, etc. Barring tourlst bungalows,
accermodation capacity of these establishments is scmnewhat
limited. They are mostly used by Government officials. ‘'fhe
persons employed are Govarament servants. Hence employees are

regular and comparztively better paide.

Thus we can conclude that rourism industry proves to be
a sgnewhat labour intensive activity which consumes wverious type
of isbkour foroe in different capacities snd in turn supplies
commodlties 1in the farm of good services to the tourists. The
exosss anemployed lakour force csn easily render services such
as masons, carperniters, porters, rickshaw pullers, hotel guides,

waiters, tourist culdss, etc.






91,

TOURISM IN ASSAM - RETROSPRCT _AND FROSPRCT

The tourfsm history in Assam is as old as the human occu-

ot

pance of the reglon itsslf.” MQSt”b?Léﬁe sacred places associa~
ted with encient reiigious b§119f8~ate'situated in the South

Bank of Eralmaputra. It is also interesting to note that the .

ancient township of Pragjyotispur (present Guwahati) developed

near Xamaskhyeos

In post iﬂdepéndébée:ppriod a marked chadgo is noticed in
the concept of tourism. =Religious motives are no lcnger the
dominant factors for tourist. Sight-seeing, change of climate,

pleasure, wild-1life etc. are some of the new dimension which haé_

. added tol;he earlier cause. It is in this context that tourism

has assumed a new shape in Assame. But tourism in Assam suf-
feréd<a msjor setback due to lack of attitude by both the Govern~
men: andA;he pacpla. ﬁﬁea ths people cf India know very little
éboutﬁthe~iégionfex<§bt'that'SOmé‘sh:ines devoted to Hindu pil=

g;imggelsituated~here.’7Whe§QVor has been done in the nsme cf

‘development of modern  -tourism in last two decade has not ade~

‘quatalyfbgen publicised or effectiVely-plannéd.

 The development of tourism in Assam is not an ezsy job as
it has for so lonc besen neglected and endowéd.with SO many cam=-
Plex problems, but one thing {is cartain that if tourism {s deve .

loped in scientific way it will pave immensely valuable asset

- fcr~th§¢region itself. Answer to most of its sconomic ptbblems

like povertys unsmployment can be found if inventive is given to

BRI - T . S e N B - ~
B N B A s A < i PR
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develop this labour intensive tourism induserye.

For pioper development of tou:ism phencmenon the basic
problems which gripped the region reversely are to0 be first iden-
tifisd so0 that some rational measures may be suggested for their
proper eradication and improvement. Some of the problems that
need Speéial attention in the development to tourism may be

analysed as followsi ™™™ : < m

1) The éfeatest of the problem is Iack of proper security

which is the stumbling:--block for alldwing the indus¢ry to develcps
But this phonanenon is not only conf;nod %o this regicn. It —
was equally promznpnt retarding the growth of tou:ist £low in

" highly tourist prone areas like Kgshmir and in Darjeelinc before
the signiﬁg'of a.memorandum of understanding between the Govern-
ment and Gorkha Léadegq: Daspiteitbe Gov9rnmpnt's effort how=
ever one tourist zon= after another is being shut down by ex-
tremist activity. The govermment's effort to bring all the ex-
ﬁremist cutfit to the negotiation table and maintaih peace and
tranquility in the region should be in the tap 6f the agenda

for developing the indus¢ry in this recgion.

2) Another major problem in the region is the shortage of
easy and safe transport. The difficulties of acoess are severe
and facilities are almoust negligible. Roads are quite insuffi-

ciant and have been constructed haphazardly. The opening of
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roads to many new areas and the interior parts hqlés 3 still

greater promise for tourism in this region.

3) One of the main zeaéons for the inadequate growth of \
tourism industry in this region is due to the fact that foreign
tourists are nct allowed to travel freely in the State. Assan
was'dgclarod as a't%stricted area during the war with China in
1962 but th@ State Govermment had the power to issue temporary
Restricted Ares Permmit for upto 15 days to the foreign tourists.

But dufihé the Assam:: Aglitation in 1980 this power was taken

R S

away from the State Goverrment and this had an immediate affect
on the arrivai of foreigners in Aégém.“ Por axample in 1979,
2320 fq:eigners czme tO AsSsSam. Wven 16 1980 till Juns, 1000 fpé
reign tourists visited the State. But ip 1921, the number was
dzastical;y reduced to 50. Till then the number is increasing -

slowly and reached 595 in 1988.

4) fﬁe'problem relating to accommodation - their quality; n&m-
ber and distribution pattern stc. also very serious in the‘fegiom.
Mdétly'good hotels  owned by'the Geverament, or other private'ﬁ: _
agencies érp concentrated only at Guwzhesti. But total bed-nighté
provided by these hotels become awfully inadequate during the ;
peak season. For low or ﬁiddle class tourists accommcdation
facilities are there but such hotels are ill-equipped and 1il
maintsined. Common or low paild tourists mostly visit centres

of pilcrimage rather than scenic spots. But inadequate accommoé



94

detion capacity in all the templeé of assam like Kamakhya,
Sivadol, Mshavairab, Umanands 1¢ the main problem for the genuine
" devotees who do not prefer to stay either at hotel or such other
places in the city or towns for warious religious reasons. And
for these low income group tourists, there is hardly sny accom-
modation facilitiés even if they wish to visit these places.

On the contrary, there is no proer and regular arrancement to
acommodate tourists at places like Lakhimpur, Majull etc. 8o
inspite Oof their attracti@n_all these place do not pull tourists
in considerable number. Further almost all accodntable hotels

are cconeentrated at certein selected places.

5.) Another problem of‘hiéh‘magnitﬁéé is the lack of basic
amenities like water, electricity, hospitels, postal communica-
tion, bkanks, chemists.,éederal merchandise etce which play a big
role 1in the éevelopmedt of tourismp. Txcept few important places,
these facilities are quite short and meagre or sometimes absent

at a3 number of places, especially in the interior of the region.

Facilities for entertaimment like theatre, museums, clubs,
lirraries, souvenir, shop, books =and newspaper stalls which arée
basic requirements of modexrn tourism are markedly lacking at a

number of tourist spotse.

6) The lack of informatioa about the region and sbout a humw
Per of its places important both from raligious and scenic poIEET
of view is also one of the major reéson for the slow growth of

the industry. Z&port from the traditicnal spots like Kaziranga
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and Manas other spots like Bhalukpung, Sibsagar etcC. are per~
haps least adveftised ox publiciggdfg Tho places of historical
importance like Tezpur, Simsagax are not exposed fullye Adver-

tisement of some tourist spots are £0 low that it remains vacant-

for most part @f the yesr as few people know about them.

7) In nssam Floog sre & recurring phenomens. The disaster
due-to flood:not eonly sffect the transport and communication
system in Assam but in wntirgqmgrgb ™z8t by destroying roads,

bridges etc.b

8) ‘ﬁack cof tourism.éonsciousnesg among the people is also &
major pfoblqm. mﬁthoﬂt vhich scientific development of tourism
is not possible.% Paople Of Ehg ;igipg are not acquainted with
tourists and do not regard it as a reql sour o= of livelihoed,

education, knowledte, cooperation and brotherhood.

$) ' Thouch the proass of tourism development has been initisted
by a n&mber of ageﬁcigs of local, regional and state level yet

ths rate of growth is still very slow. Desired results couldl

not be achieved fbr want of rational policy, planning and pro-
gramming. Lack of systematic organisation snd co-operation

among various agénci@s are mainly r=sponsible for the bad shape
of the industry. Lack of Govesrnmnent incentives for its retail

trade is also ene of the major problems.
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Planning Measures

an asnalysis of the above problems cleerly show that they
need some speciallattention and effort for their eradication
and 1mprOVemént, Tﬁurism is 3 proposition that should be
pram§t;d on priority basis and it réquirs propesr streategy for
its planned development. Tourism is the only labour intensive
indusyry which can minimize ths unemployment problem, 1f it

is properly developed.

Any planning for tourism development should ke considered
as an intecral part of the coversll nationsl plan forxr escono-
mic developmént. Tourism planning means an integratod devel-
opment of tourism resour o=s and tourist activities to derive
the optimum benefitc in terms of socizl, sconomic snd ecolo~
gical objectives. lAnycintegrated approsch to tourism develop-
ment needs caﬁeful plaﬁning base& on detaiied survey of the
tourism‘potpntial base ares and studies of future c?%tomers
based on sur?eys and foread€d. IH dfder to achiave the desired
goals soma immediate, short term, long term and perspective

projects. should be prepared.

The measures that may be taken up for the develcpgment of

tourism are summarised below :

1. A detailed survey of the entire region should‘be planned

to make alaiéssified iaventory of .all present and possible



tourism, recreation, pllgrimage ~ resourcoes and sports. A
tourism planniug Atlas of ths reglon based on micro research
and survey using even remote Sending technology should be pre=—
pared by an apex national orgenizstion on selentific linese.
This would certainly pave thefway for all further development

of tourism trade and industrye.

20 The seccnd point of focus i8 necessarily the Rasic infras-
ttucéute specially transport and accommodation required for the
developngbt Of tourism. Road sSysStem which id8 life lines of the
tourism industry should be connected with 1ﬁ§ortant towns and
cities, TiéVel circuits route already in operatlon should be
ropulsrized. Travel agencies angd touxlqperatérs should be
encouraged by giving 1ncent1vés to operaté in'these.ttavel

clireuitse.

Accommodstion is the basic components of tourism induserys
confortable aand chesp besrding facilities should be éade avai-
lakle a3t all tourist spots, to suit the needs of all sorts of
pilgrimé and tourists. Dharamsalss or Yatrinivas should ke
set up aear famous templss which draw tourist in large numbers.
Provision should he made to meke Arinking water available at

zlmost all places.

3. Tourism consciousnass is a prerequisite condition for
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tourism development in 8 region. All possible measures should
be taken to educate people abddtbthe importance of tcurism its
raligions, recreationzl 2nd educative value and encourage ‘them

- t0 participate at all levels.

4 Activities focussing regionel cultursl traits like fes-
tivals, fairs, dances and music etc. should be properly patro-
nised and artists should be given proper facilities and sub-

sidies to Gevelop and display their traditional arte

5 Traditionsl handi a@afts should be given proper boost-up

to enable them tb cater to the modern needs and f£ashion. It

is only thus that souvenlr market can be fully enriched. Govern~
ment should come forward with an actica plan to provids basic
rew maierials, ne cess5ary Cnpital and msrketing facilitiss to the
local craftsmen for developing and producing better items of

souvenir tradee.

Be Sufficient numher of trained guides are essential for
the development of tourism in ths regione They snoulid ks well
versed with the grography and ailturs of the land. A guide

training o2ntre may be cpenad at gome appropriate place- in

N '
R ] FE

the regione

e Proper initiative should ke tagken to popularize wiﬁter

sports, mountainesring, trekking, etc. and more package tours
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should be provided to the tourists.

8. Tourism should be provided a respectful place in the
éeademic curricula of the universities and colleges. Froperx
incentiwves be- given to the researches on various themes of

tourism in marcinal arease.

9. In Assam floodswgﬁe ] xpcu;§§ng phenomenon. ME§§:Y Yggr
oile O £he other part of the Staté is engulfed by floods, resul-
tine in much loss of life and property. great human suffering
and disrxuption of transport and cn%munication. The disaster
due'to flood not only affect the transport and communication

in assa m, bhg it also affect the communication of =ntire north-
east Ly destroying roads, bridges, buildings and other public
pzopefties. The Govermment should give proper attantibn for
the prevention of floods and rescue, relief, rehabilitatibn.
restoration of roads, buildings, bridces, stc. The prevention

of floods should ke attempted though the construction of em=

benkmants, dykes etc.

io. The Rastricted Areé Permit (RAP) which acts 38 a ber-
ricade for ths ezsy flow of tourists into the State should be
withdrawn. The endeavour on the part of the Ceatral Govern=-
ment will not only enhance tourism in Assam but alse the tourists

will be =2ble to enjoy the fescinating national beéuty and

glimpses of the wild 1life in entire ngrtheast.
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11. Despite the Coverament'’s optimism, however bgs tourist

A
4

zone after anothér is baing shut down by @xtremlst*aC€ivity.
~ \

The lack of proper ﬁaeazl y probleni s continuing to dzqrupt

" the normal 14f ‘qa in Assam. Th~ latest agitators. throuvh their
violent methods and bandhs have cripplod the tourlsm indu Strye
In order to restore pPeCP and normalcy the Qentrdl and\State
Government should maks’ avery possxblé effort ¢o éin@ aA;olution

tc the problems . Proper sSecurity arrcngamont should ba‘¥tovid¢d

in =all the tourlst spots.

Thus it is clear that tourism 18 ths most 1mpb§tant of
all the resouroes asvzilable to man in this region. Ifitourism
is developed throuch carszful planning, it is sure to bﬁing

1
\

rnvoluti nery transormation in the whole ~conomy.
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