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One of the basic policies of the
Government of India is to give a special
priority to promote and protect the
distinctive identity of the tribal people.
The idea of autonomy and self-
government are the main themes under
this policy. With this basic objective the
Government of India, through the
Constitution of the country, provides
district level autonomy for tribal people.
This is known as the VI Schedule of the
Constitution. However, most of the
common people, particularly, of
Manipur are not able to have a detailed
information about the nature of the
working of the District Council in the
tribal area. So, sometime a sense of
confusion was developed in their
attempt to understand the working
system. This monograph is the first of its
kind of study on the functioning of
District Council. In this work author
analysed very critically about the nature
of the functioning of the system of the
autonomy in the District Council of
tribal inhabited area. Indeed, it is a good
exercise to bring awareness among the
common people in general of the
character of autonomy at district level.
The publication of this monograph itself
is also a big contribution to those
research scholars who are intending to
do further research work in this area.
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The Centre for Manipur Studies was
established as an area studies centre
under the U.G.C. sponsored scheme
with the main objective of teaching and
research in history, culture, and
languages etc., for promoting national
integration and progress in a backward
and sensitive region of the North
eastern India. The Centre was started in
February, 1989 as a centre for Manipuri
studies and Tribal research. It was
functioning with two co-
coordinators—one for the centre for
Manipuri studies and the other for
Tribal research. Two sections were
functioning independently although
they had centralized facilities. The name
was later changed to Centre for
Manipur Studies. The Centre is headed
by a director. The Centre is at present
functioning with Professor N. Joy
Kumar Singh, Department of History of
the University. It has an Advisory
Committee consisting of sixteen
members with the Vice-Chancellor as
the Chairman.

The Centre has so far published twenty-
five research works. Recently the Centre
also published two research
monographs viz. ‘East and Southeast
Asia: Folklore and Cultural Affinity with
Manipur (Part-1)," and “ldentities of the
Migrated People in Manipur’.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Soon after India attained her Independence, the importance
of local government in the country has been increasingly
recognised. The problem of training the rural masses into the
art of self-government has now acquired, as never before, an
urgency that can no longer be overlooked. Of late 1t has been
felt that people’s participation in all the development schemes
at the grass roots level is one of the most important
prerequisites for the successful implementation of the planned
policies of the country. It means that planning and its
implementation must be a democratic process.

In a country like India with so many different ethnic
communities, the conceptual idea behind the establishment of
local bodies would obviously vary from region to region and
state to state and even within the region. For example, in the
north-east region of India autonomous district councils were
established under the Sixth Schedule to the constitution of
India for the primary purpose of enabling the hillmen to
participate in the administration of their areas and also to
protect and safeguard the tribal culture. Autonomous district
councils were also established in Manipur under the pattern
of the Sixth Schedule. Not much has been written on the
district councils in Manipur. The district councils are the most
important local bodies in the administration of the hill areas.
Their significance and full importance are however, yet to be
appreciated even after two decades of their existence. The
demand for the extension of the Sixth Schedule to the hill
areas of Manipur has now become a big issue with the
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successive state governments recommending the same to the
centre. And it is not unlikely that the Sixth Schedule would
be extended to the Manipur Hills. It is therefore important
and 1n fact necessary to make an appraisal and study the
existing District councils in Manipur established under the
Manipur (Hill Areas) District Councils Act 1971. It is all the
more necessary to analyse the actual workings of the District
Council before they once again start functioning not under the
1971 Act but under the rules framed under the Sixth Schedule
to the constitution of India.
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