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(The Objectives and fcope)

This is a study of the tribes inhabiting Manipur., In
Hanipur, according to the provisions of the Constitition of
Indie, tventy-nine tribal communi—ties have been recoghnized
as "schedulcd tribes" (£T), In the present study, the conno-
tation “tribes in lManipur" will be with reference to these
twenty-nine scheduled tribes, Besides these, there are a few
other tribal communitics inhabiting Manipur vhich have not

been recognized as the scheduled tribes oi Hanipur.

As ancouneed in the title of the study, the present
volume, this 1s & study ol "the ethno; raphy of the tribes of
Manipur®. In the present stidy, for reasons to be stated, an
extended definition of the term "ethnography™ as been adopted,

ihe scope of the present study, for some obvious reasons, is,

however, "limited",

«5 wili be obvious from the face sheet oi the present
volume, Lhe present study has been undertaken as part fuliili-
ment for the reguirements of the examination for M.Phil. iAccord-
ing to prescrip«d rules, a candidate is expected Lo complete
the sissertation (vhich includes data collection and writing)

vithin one Cemester, extendable to two Semesters, L.e., one year,



It is within this time limit thst the present study has been
completed. 4 study on the ethnography of the tribes in Manipur,

it will be syreed, will require mauch more than one year,

besides this constraint of resource of time, there was
another fzetor which was a constraint on the present stady. Yor
the aathor, as & student of 4.Phil this is the "msiden venture®
tqasrds research, Much of the time was expended In attending
te‘gain the necessary competence and proficiency with the
"skilis" and "technigues" of researeh, This puts its own constraint

in defining the scope and objectives of the present stuady.

These limitations on the study notwithstending, every
care has been tzke to ensure that the resalts of the study are
coumprehensive ard reliable, Ivery care of scientific enquiry hes
been eusured while purding the present study. The nature of
attention on this has been elaborated in the Chapter on "lesearch

‘Methodology".
11,

As the title of the stady will indicate, the present
study is istended to be & study of "ethnography" of the tribes
inhebiting Manipur. As mentioncd earlier, in the present study
an "extended" definition of "the scope of etinograshy" has been
adopted. As students of anthropology, ve are familisr witk the

nature, the scope and content of ethaographic studies, Within



the anthropological iiterature on toe z;ig ..... inhabiting India
weé have a number of etbhnographle studies, sach as those on the
tribes of north-east Indis and central India, Writings of this
category provide sn idea about the nature of contents included

in etunogranbiec studies,

Lvery student of aanthropology is siso famillar with tvo

manaals - the dotes and Querles in Anthropolog), and thne Outlines
T ———

-

of Calture Haterials. The former has be:n prepared by a teaum of

senior Oritish aatiuropologlsts and ihe volame has becn pablished
by the u&&t Anthronological Soeclety. The leater volume has been

prepared by a team of ethnopraprers under the lezdership of

Geor e JCeter Jurdoc:, and has been published by the Yale Universit;
Presas,

1ii! sboul two to three decades ﬁicg both these books
formed indispeusable companion to & student of anthropology,
daring his field work, faﬁas both of these volumes have assuzed
the ;E?dtat&&ﬁ of "the old classlics®, The definition of
'€tﬁ5§§f£3§§ studies” has now passed turough substantisl
change, throush f&-ﬁ%fiﬁiﬁiﬁﬁléﬁ vhaet constitutes "ethnosranhy®.
The ﬁrﬁséﬁt study whieh iz intended to be an ethnographic
stady of the tribes of Mgnisur, has not tried to be noan-conforalst
in terms of the clsssiecal definition of "ebhnography", nor has
it made any attempl to take a position in the nev debate on
"ethnograpny?, Difierent frowm any cuach stand, lhe present
gtudy has triel o define its Qﬁj@ﬁtiweﬁ of ethnography with

a s=t 2§ reviseg considerations,



In the early part of this century a number of ethnographie
studies on the tribes of India were prepared, Hany of these were
prepared by the British ethnographer.administrators, and guite s
few by Indian ethnographers, Those Interested in the study of
the tribes in India, the students of anthropology are vell
familisr with the ralher Llmpressive corpus of literature avalla-

ble on this,

Vidyarthi while trscing the history of anthrooology in

India had the following observations;

"ea.the British administrators, missionaries,
travellers and a few other anthropologically
oriented individusls collectod dats on tribal
and rural groups and wrote abouot their life

and culture ... Along with other historical

and geographical information, they also collect-
ed ethnopraphic data and published a series

of district gazetteers, handbook: on tribes and
castes, and & nuamber of monogranhs specially

on the tribes of Assam. ... British scholarly
sdministrators... vrote encyclopaedic inven-
tories about the trives and castes in India,
which, even today, provide the besic informa-
tion about the life and culture of the peoples
of the respective regimns, ...(The scholars)
were speelally influenced by such early British
anthropologlsts as Fivers, feligman,triclifie-
Brown and Hatton, who wvorked on the trives and
piblished their moncgraphs." (Vidysrthi,1978,
3-9; emphasis added.)

fhis observations will help to perceive the orientation

of ihe early snihropologists in relation to ethnographic studiss,

- Lach of the early ethnographic monograph, vithout any

visible difference, were descriptive account of the prominent
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and broad “ethnographic featureg" of the trive, This coumprised

of five main parts - origin, physical features, materlial culture,
social organigation, and langupge or folx-lores., The section or
soclal organization, often covered through a number of chapters,
would comprise of marrisge, family, villsge organization, religlo.
ete., The section on language and/or folk-lores In some of the
early classical etinographic works formed the mein part of the

back, while in some books they were incl :ded as an appendlix.

It will be interesting to obtzin an ides of the nature
'af ethnographic studies prepsred in the tradition of early
mrihish.antnrasalagy. They reveal some distinet wvarieties, A
slightly closer look at different varieties in ethnogrsphs
prepare: in the tradition of earl; sritish soclal antiropology
can be attempted here, It reveals some L-teresting features,
and also helps to .impress that no standsrd definition ol
"ethnography" was followed., The scope and objective of what
constitutes “sthnography™ depended to’'a great extent on a
coubination of three factors - the resources avallable for
study, the perspective of the ethnographer, and the ‘ready

availability'of information,

In the tradition of. the early British anthropoloyy,
ve can distin uish two sets of ethno:rapinic studies. One,

those prepared by the British ethmogrepher-administrators in



the e-rly years of the present century. These, for the wmost
part, were the studies conducted about the tribes in India,
By the time most of the Lritish ethnographer-administrators
had completed the writing of ethnogsraphees on the iribes of
India, trained British anthropologists had startec devoting
themselves t» the study of the tribes in Africa. ¥We have the
lony range of stadies conducted by British anthroorologists
trained at Oxford, Cambridge, and London., Later, HManchester
became also @ centre, sending out tralned anthropologists to

study the tribes in Africa.

Distinct from the traditions of british anthropoldégists,
it is interesting to note, there have been a few of the Indian
anthronologists who prepared ethnographic studies of a toltally
different order. The name of T.C. Das may be mentioned in
regard.,

As mention«d earlier, the ethnographic monographs prepared
by the British ethnographer-administratlors contained reference
to five aspects of the tribes - the origin and history; material
culture; social organization, castoms, rituals and beliefs;
physical features, and language and folk-lores, The ethnographic
study on one of the tribes of Manipar, the Purum, conducted ULy
T.C. Das, vas markedly distinct from these, in the sense that
T.C. Das devoted nearly egual attention to descrioding the
physical characteristics as he devoted in describing the soclal-

cultural characteristics of thke Parum. In the study of the Purum



conducted by T,C. Das he has employed the training as a
ghfsical anthronologistis as prominently and in detall ss he
utilized the training as a social anthropologist, The pattern
set by T.C, Das, through his stz§§ of the Purum tribe of

Manipur was not later followed by any Indian anthrosologist,

HMuch distinet from the tradition of ethnographic studies
followed in India, the Sritish anthropologists engaged in the
study of the tribes in Africa concentrated their attention to
the soclial organization of the trives, For the wmost part the
studies on the tribes of Africa, as made by the British
anthropologists Lu the early half of the present century
confined to the study of family and kinship (Fortes, lLvans-
Pritcrard, Hadel, Tirth, hadcliffe-urown, Shapera,iilson,
Audery Richards, ete.), or to the study of Feligion (Nadel,

tiiddleton, Reinhardt, Lvans-Pritchard),

In anthropology a clear distinction is made between
etinography, ethnology and social anthropology. In this connect-
ion two references may be cited, These are from Hadclifie-

Brown and Penniman, Both have given special sttention to defining
the nature of ethnography, ethnology, and social anthropology.

In fact both of these british anthropologists have trie: io
present the definitions Lin the perspectlves of the history of

anthropology.



The vriting of Penniman seems to predate that of

Radcliffe-Brown, and hence ve will present in that order.

According to Penniman, who was writing the Hundred Years

- History of inthropology, 1839 to 1935,

"Anthronoloyy 1s the science of man, a master-
sclence embracing first, such blologleal:
studies =5 help to explain vhet man is and was,
and his place in the realm of animated nature,
These shade into & second group, that of psycho-
logical studies, as ls clearly shown by physiolo-
gists vho have stadled behaviour exnerimentally,
.« Libnology is the application of any or all
of the methods of anthropology to the compara-
 tive study of races of peoples, a race like the
Rordic or Alpine being distinguished by physical
characters and a people 1like the Inglish or the
Jews by caltural characters, Lthnography is the
study of particular race, people, or area by
any or all of the methods of anthropology. «...
Lthnolog; is that part of anthropology which
desls with the comparative study of the physical
charscters and material and social cultires of
the races of mankind, based on the methods, and
under the headings,described for anthropology.
In other vords, it is a study of the formation
and distribution of ethnic t,pes or peoples,
with their varying physical and cultural condi-
tions, .thnography ls the intensive study and
description of a group ol people or of an area
by methol and under the headings which have
been described for anthropology. It furnishes
data reguired by anthropology, and employs the
mgthgﬁs besed on such data." (Penniman, 1935,
15-.16.) :

T adeliffe-Brown vhen vriting his essay on the Yormation



social anthropology as

"One task of etimmology is the classificstion

of peocples by reference to thelr raclal charsact-
€rs, their lan;ua-ges and their culture, 4 second
and connected task is to obtain xznowledge of the
nistory of penples, for which there are no written
records, by inferonce drawvn from various kinds of
circumstantial evidence, {t is & kind of histori-
cal study thal uscs methods different frow those

of the historian, ... focial anthropologyyes..

had its orisin in the philosophical investi:ation
of human progress....foecial anthronology is essen-
tially the comparison of diiferent forms of social
life, of primitive societies one with anéther, with
ancient socleties about whiech ve have historical
knowvledge, and vith advanced societles of the pre-
sent, ....Comparison can be used in different wiys
and for different purposes, There is the sclentifie
ase of comparision,.. the prpose ic to srrive at
classifications and gencralizatioas; thie may be
called the "systematic” use, But couparisons may

be used lor entirely diff-rent purpose of formula-
ting a historical or genetic hypothesisz, ... It is
no part of the work of the social anthropologist
to "reconstruct® history; he can lezve that to the
ethnoiogists, archeologists and "historical anthro-
pologists®,(i-adeliffe-orown,1958, 125-134.) °

Lvans-Pritchard in writing on the Scope of social Anthro-
pology identified physical anthropolosy, ethnology,prehistoriec
arcraeology, &and sometimes ceneral lisgaia%icsv&ﬁé hunan
geography" as the branches of "the wider guxkj&ei of anthropology".
While making this classification he held that:

"It is important to appreclate, hovever, that

thoough ethnology and social anthrosolopy nmake

their studies very largely among the same range
of peopics they meke :
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them with very different purposes.Conseguent.

1y, though in the past no clear distinection

vas made beltween ethnology and social anthro-
pology, they are today regarded ss separate
disciplines, The task of ethnology is to classi-
fy peoples on the basis of their racizl =nd
cultural characteristics and then to explain
their distribution at ihe present time, or in

the past times, by the movement and mixture of
peoples and the diffusion of cultures, The
classification of ihe peoples and cultures is an
essential preliminery to the comparisons wvhieh
social anthropologist: make between primitive
socleties, because it is highly convenient, =nd
even necessary, to start by coumparing those of
the szme general cultural type - those which
belong to what Bastian long ago called 'geographi-
cal provinces', “hen, however, etinologists
attempt Lo reconstruct the history of primitive
peoples, for whose past historical records are
lacking, they are compelled to rely on inferences
from circumstanticl evidence to reach their
conclusions, which, in the nature of the case,
can never be more than probable reconstructions,"
(Evan: -Pritchard, 1951, 1-&.)

in terms of the foregolng definitions the present

study on the tribes of “anipur is an attempt of ethnography

with a heavy overtone of ethnology.

A mention of the definition of "elunography" and the
factors ﬁistiﬁguishing it from ethnography and social anthro-
pology, and a mentlion of the variations in the content of
available "ethnographic studies" has been wmade vith a purpose,
The intention was to outline two points: one, what is con-

tain:cd in ethnographic studies, and tvo, how some"contextual
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factors" have influenced the definition of objective, scope

and content of the egnnSgraghic study.

The difference 1is revealed by the ethnographic studies
by Dritish antiropologlists trained in Oxford/Cambridge/London

or Mavchester and involved in the study of one of the tribes

E in Africa, the ethnographic studies conducted by the British

}”'etbnagrapheruaﬁministrators on the tribes in India, and the

‘étuay of the Puruam by T.C. Das. To repeat Lhe salient features

L of difference, as outlined earlier, vhile the first have

- confined deep attention to one of the core aspects of social

organization, the second have distributed their attention

evenly on the soclal, material, and physical aspects of the

- tribe, trying to broadly touch upon the salient festures of

| R

sach, 1.C, Eas,idistiﬂct from these as he gave undoubted
evidence of deep investigation with the tools of a social

anthropologists as well as those of a physical anthrépslagist.

The contextuasl factors vhich have had a bearing on the
‘nature! of the study, it wmay be said, depended to a great
extent, again, on two factors - (a) the training of the anthro-

pologist, and (b) the environmental factors relevant to & study.

The British ethnographer-asdministrators, as will be
evident from the designation, they had no training in anthrosology,

as such, and hence the study conduected by them gave sufficient



of the rather general nature of the contents, As distinet
from these, the study made by anthropologisis trained formally
through the university system reveazled a form of "depth" in

thelr stadies,

The intention in presentin: the foregoing discussion
was to bring out two points, first, within the standardized
definition of ethnography, as given by Hadeliffe-Brown and
Penniman, there have been prominent variations in how ethno-
graphies have been vritten, The second point intended to be
nighlighted is that approach to ethnographic studies have
to a large extent dependcd on the background (training) of
the ethnographer &s well as on a complex set of environmental
conditions (refer Kuper ) in which the studies have been con-

ducted.

This point needs some clarification, viz., how the
"environmental fzctors" have influenced the traditions of

anthronsologicsl studies,

4 elose look at the early traditions in study of the
tribes vill reveal that while the trained british anthropologistis
concentrated their attention to the study to the tribes in
Africa, the responsibility for the study of the tribes in India

wis left to the administrator-ethnographers, This made a
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nificant éiff&r :nece in the "tradition" of ethnographic
udies vhich developel in India, Adsm Kuper (1973) -ade
insightful analysis of the ressons as well as the nature
I differcnce between early traditions of anthrosological

7 les of the tribes in India znd Africa.

"From its very early days, british anthropolozy
1i ked to present itself as & science which could
be aseful in coloniel administration,..., Certainly
it would be difficult to spseify what practical
uses the anthrooology of the diffusionists and
evolutionists . Frazer's students of iLhe past -
could have had for the colonial governments, ....
£ti1ll the anthropolo;ists argued the porsible uses
of thelr subject, ,.. If the British ;overnment
and the public vere not easily stirred to = sense
of the porsible uses of anthropology, the colonial
sovernments were equally unispressed, In the Last
the tradition was thal adalnistrators would benefit
by studyin; the langunages and legal systems of the
complex socleties they &iﬁiﬁl&t@f&ﬁ* bat ﬁaeielagleal
research was never encouraged, In India, fo:r example,
tethnoloyy ' seems never Lo heve meant mare than the
development of the census to include some soclial and
cultursl dats, and, to a limited extent, the study
of *tribal! peoples, For the rest anthrorology wvas
- used meinly in the African empire, although in 1920
 the Australisn sdministration in 9&3&& appointed &
government anthropologist, ... This concentration
on Africa is not easily explained, The Indian sub-
continent and the Middle Fas: vere increasingly
disturbed politicaily after the First World kar,
buat Africa was {eomgarativ&lﬁ) calm, " (Kuper, 1973,

123-136.)

III.
The definition of the objective of the present study

to a large extent been determined by a s¢i of "environmental
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factors”, The exercise of defining he objective of the present
study went through a rather long process, By hind.sight it is
possible now to recollect that the exercice of defining the

- objective of the present study inv 1lved a twvo-phase excrcise,

In the first phase, as a normal practise, the objective of

the study was defined (a) on basis of z reedily available
information and preliminary knowledge about the tribes of Manipur,
and (b) the standard considerations of whet should contain an
ethnographic study, Later, as some initial dats collection was

made, the objective of the study hal to be re-defined,

It may be said that the definition of the objective, in
the first inctence, was base! on contextual considerations, is
some luoitial data wss collscted, it wes realized thzt the
objective of the study will h:ve to be fe.exaginéé end defined
in terms of some theoretical considerations, In other words, the
definition of the objectives of the study, finally, was a product

of contextual and theoretical considerations.

This may be cxslained in detail. To anderstsnd this it
will be helpful to go one step back and recall the first fev
steps involved with any exercise of empirical soclal research,

the type intended for the present,
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AB we know, the first few steps of social investigation
make it necessary to prepare (1) tue synopsis, and (ii) the re-

search design,

& synopsis 1s a brief statement, while 2 research design
is a more elaborate statement on differ:nt aspects of the pro-
posed study. Soth of these are necesssry as each serve definite
purpose, The synopsi: of a study is needed to "coummunicate™ to
others about the scope, objcctive, and perspective of the pro-
posed stuly, Distinct from tils, a research design ic reguired
as 1t helps to "gulde oneselfi"™ sbout the different stages of
the study. The difference between "syﬂ%ysis” and "research
design® is thus obvious, while the firé£ (synopsis) is intended
to "communicate to others", the sccond (research design) is

needed for “guiding oneself"v,

In the present study both the steps were followed, viz.,
the preparation of the synopsis as well as the preparation of
the research design., Some attention may be devoted to ocutline
the nature of exercise involved in the preparation of these two,

and in the precess, in defining the objuctive of a study.

In any soclal research the first few steps relste to

(1) assigning a little to the study, and (il) defining the
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scope and objectives of the study., This is often refered to
as'"the definition and delimitation of the problem of the study".
In any standard text-book on social research methods, prouninent
attention is given to this, Different authors hsvwe triei to

elaborate on this in their own way.

One of the text-books on social research very ponular
vwith the students is by P.V. Young, She prefaces her elaboration

on "objectives of research studies"™ with the observation that

" ith the realization that each research study
is complex came the conclusion tha thée specific
nature of the study should be deteruined eszrly,
and precisely, particularly wvhen limited time 2nd
energy forbid false starts," (Young, 1966, 14).

In a volume on "fesearch ‘ethods in Social Keseareh"
vhich grew out of a 'Tormulation of a Fesearch Problem'. Accord-

ing to the author of this section:

"Selentific ingulry is =n undertaking geared to

the solaution of problems, The first step in formu-

lating the research 1ls to meke the problem con-

crete and explicit. A research worker should identify
some aspect of the topic which can be formulated _
into a specific research question which it is feasible >
to investigate wit: the resources ayailable,® (Abraham,
198%, €1).

The point in this connection which needs to be noted are
GO

in factltﬁree, (i) the nature of the exercise, (ii) the signifi-

cance of the exercise, and (iii) the process of the exercise,
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As it shouald be easy to visualize the reference is to the
exercise of defining the objective of a research exercise,
Between these three, the first two, viz,, 'nature' and
'significance' of defining objectives of a study, apnear
more proainently in text-books rather than in the actual
operation of the research, It is the third, viz, the process
by which the objective of a study is defined, which appears
prominently in the actual conduct of & study. “uch about this

. has been written in some of the text-books,

The main point in this connection which deserves atten-
tion relates to the series, and seguence, of considerations
vhich cshape the decisions relating to the definition of the

objectives of a study. According to P.V. Ioung,

“The social research ;ulded by desire to

gain knowledge or by an urgency to solve a
problem seclentifically, works oat a plan of
study., At the beginning this plan is generally
gagnue and tentative, It underjoes many wmodi-
fications and changes, as the study progress-
es and insights into it deepen,.... ihe con-
siderations vhich enter into making the de-
cisions regarding the what, where, when, how
much, by what wmeans, canstitute a plan of
study or a study design."™ {(op. cit., 13).

In anotrer standard text-book on scclal researchs

"Methods in Socizal Fesearch" by Goode and iiatt, part of a section
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is devoted to discussing "the delimitati-n of ver.zbles",

The significance of this ls introduced with the observation

that:

"The previous chapter has dealt with some of the

elementary principles of This

analysis iz carried forwaerd in the oresent chap-
ter by a discussion of these probleas:; (1) deli-
mitati-n of the fzctors to be studied and (2)
farther variations of resezrch design.” (Coode

and Hatt,1981, 92)."

Goode and Hatt elsborsting on the piscess of delimi-

ting the wvariasbles to be studied very stron;ly suggest that:

'the sijnificant aspcct of delimiting the variables to be

studied has ‘o be given much emohasic, and this has to be seen

in both theoretical as well =5 concentusl terms.' In their

opinion;

"Thus, these su;gestions to this end should be
foliowaed: (1) studying the resesrch literature
on the subject; (2) analyzing the problem with
colleggues ¢nd teachers, particulsiiy with those
vho have worked on the problem; (3) atteampting
to locate unpublished materials or projected re-

search on the subjccty (%) attempting to carry
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out formally the stepe In conceptual re-specifi-
gation: (5) developing in sharp detail the hypo-
thesis, including its connections vith social
theory; and (€) actual contact, where possible,

with the phenomena being studied."(op.cit.,92).

The definition of the objcctives of the present study,
interestingly eanocugh, had to ga>ihrwggﬁ each of the above
listed seguence of exercise, Such steps which were followed
did not come only as per force of the srescribed rules of
scientifie inguiry, but as scmétﬁiﬁg vhich came rather wvery

natural to the planning of the present stady.

Zs the first step towards tine standard procedure of
scientiflic inguiry, the 'synopsis! and the 'rescarch design!
of the study were prepared, It was while going throush these
tvo stages, initially, i.e., the preparation of the fsynopsis?,
and later, the preparation of the ‘research design', that
consideratle clarit, rela.ing to the objectives of the study
started émergiﬁg. The "emergling clarity" was the msin source
to help define the objectives and delimit the scope of the
study, and thas in re-specification of the wvariables and

perspectives Lo be adopted,

To start a study, ve know, two broad tesks have to be

fulfilled: one, to preparc a 'synopsis', and two, later, to
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prepare a detalled research design, 4 synopsis, as we know,
again, is ¢ proposal which hss to be submitted before those
who'formaily spprove’ it, In the present case, there is &
seéries ol formallties through which a research synopsis (for
4.Phil, aiso) had to pass before it was aooroved, *ﬁxpgrts’
€xauine it, Tune point that demsnds attenti-n in this connect-
ion is thet the synopsis undergoes avp:se&ss of *technicalt
scrutiuy, Ve will son rutaxﬁ to understand the i&éiiea&iaﬂg

of this ou the present study,

& synopel. as such ls expectud to be a 'brief stztement!?
about the propesed study, 4 synopsis i: prepared mainly with
the intention to 'inform others'! about the proposed study, In
sharp contrast to this, o research desi;n is gré;azeé to 'guide
oneself ' zboat the steps to be followed for the conduet of the
stud;, Dy ite patare, a synopeis, is brief in contrest, & a

researeh design hes to be elaborate,

£ research design ls an elsborate statement on the
pler of the study. 4s uwention-d sbove, it is aid to gaide the
course of the study. In India, for social research, as a gaiae,‘
an elaborate formal for preparation of 'research design' has
been desizned by the ICS:H, This ha: been adopted Ly many other
agenclies such as ICHR, TD Department, Ministry of Social Welfare,

ete, These fand researches in the social and behavioural sclence,
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The ICSBEE, slong with the handbook contalaing rules
and procedurcs for funding research proposals, has sppended
the format of a "research design®, The iatention of appending
the format is to heip achleve »recision aud conformity in
the proposel research projects, The format designed by the
ICECR can be taken as a relisble basis to gilde tie prepar-

ation of a research design for a study.

it will be noted inat & research design eontains the
details relation to the "plans™ to be folliowed at turee stages

of the stady -
broad stages in soclal research:

{1) Before Tata Collection,
(iil) During Data Collection
(iii) After iizts Collection,

An VYgdapted® version of the research design (cf.Sinhas) elsbors-
tes the following steps velating to the stage "before data
¢ollection”, This 1ls the stcge vhen all the conceptusl as well
as apefaiiaﬁal decisions relating to the study are taken,
Aecording to the “adapted" version, the following steps have
to be folloved before data colliection and its anal;sis snd

presentation is attempted, The steps are:
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1. Statement of the Probleun

(1) &tatement of the key originating question,
(ii) eritical discussion of the backgromnd of the
study.
(a) theoretlesl background,
(b) empiriecal backgroand
(¢) methodological background,

(1ii) The brozd context in which the study is béing
visualized, including the statement aboit the
relevance of the study,

‘(iv) The plan for sea:ch of alternate dimensions and

decision about the cholce of dimension,

2. Delimitation of the scope of the study: in terms of
(1) Population (sectian/categcry) to be covered
(ii) The time period to be considered.

(iil) The geographical area to be included,
(iv) The tipe of the study, descriptive/analytical/

or explanatory, and other details about the study.

V.

The pres-nt stidy passed throurh most of the considera-

tion:s elsborated in tte foregoing section. One of the first
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exercises for the present study was, for obvious reasons,

the preparation of the "Synopsis ". The synopsis contalned

the first exercise in defining the "scope and objectiyes"

of the proposed, Between the scope and objectives as defined
in the synopsis and as it has been mentioned in the present
“presentatxan” thére is some prominent difference, The differ-
ence comes wtinly in the aﬁlimitatzun of the scope of the
study, it however, comes to some extent also in the objective
of the study. The context, and the considerations which went
in (i) delimiting the scope of the study, and (ii) in re-
defining the objectives of the study form (the considerstions
and context) the contents of the remaining psrt of this
Gh&@ter; We vill devote one fection each on (a) writing

about the scopes and objectives of the study as originally
given in the “ynopsis, and (b) how this definition of the
Scope and objectives of the study had to be de-limited (scope)
and re-defined (objectives) in the very initial stages of

the study.

It may be mentioned here that after some initial
exercise in 'piecing together! tné rezdily aveilable material,
it was realized that the scope as vell es the objectives of
the study will need to be slightly modified (redefined), as
compared to whal was contained in the Cynopsis, Later in

 this Chapter, vhen discussing this at some length, I will
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try to explain how suck mid-course modification in the

Scope and objectives of the study as originally aﬁaptéﬁ,
does ﬂaﬁﬁfﬁ%g%:’i}.@ always indleste any shortcoming in
designing the study. Such asid-course ﬁséific&tiaa, ont the
contrary, may be indication of a more realistic and scienti-

- fic approach to the study.

The first exercise to make formal writing sbout the
study was In the form of the Synupsis, This was @ five page
presentation vith brief writing about (a) the mhjeetigﬁ and
scope of the proposed study. (B)the background, both empiricai
and theoretical, (e¢) the prososed methods of study and source
for material, ani the (d) the outpub, ¥Writing of = Synopsis
is a technicsl pre-requisite for one intending to parsae a
research with Intention to obtain d¢;ree, The synopsis for
the present study was prepared with this in ming, This not-
withstanding, « Synorsis serves & positive function also,

it is & rellable and hnelpful precursor of the research desigzn,

In the ynopsis the objectives of the study was

breagﬁt'aut as follows -

"The availsble written materlsl on the tribes of
Manipur are dlscrete, in complete, anc oatdated
in man; cases. ...foday vhen "development® is
the keyvord to all forms of comumity activities,
there is urgent need for = comprehensive account
of the tribes of Manipur, attemptin to bring
out three main dimensions (1) ethnographic sccomt
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of the tribes inhabiting Manipur, (i1) the
¢henging trends in their soclal identities,
and (1ii) socio-economic profile of the di-
fferent communitics, as of the territoriés
inhabited by them",
It may be noted from this that the objectives of the study,

as proposed, comprised of three distinct parts:

(L) The ethnogrghic account of ech tribe,
(1i) The chenging trends in the tidentity' of the
tribes, and
(1ii) A soclo-econsmic profile of each community, i.e.,

tribve,

fppareantly discrete, these three are intimately inter-linked.
Manipur is the abode of twenty-nine recognized scheduled
tribes, By dota conziderable amsunt of academic and other
literature pertaining to the tribes is aveilable, This not.
withstending it is not difficilt to realize that no comprehen-
sive and uptodate ethnographic sccount of each of the tribe

is avallable. There is serious absence of anmy such writing.
Any one intending to get acguainted about the tribes of Manipur
vould find it rather difficalt, and for this he will have

to consult and wede throagh & number of seatters: vritings,

It vas not difficult to get this experience as the author
herself is =n inhebitant of Manipur. Quiite often che has been
aporoached by inguisitive persons to suggest to then some

coficise writing to inforz them about the tribes of Menipur.
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Unfortunately there is ns ¢ ek book. Such books on basic
ethnographic informations are guite often nceded by those

interested in some study about the tribes of Manip.r,

fhis vas one of the experience which suggested to
inciade the first part of the objectives - ethnographic

accounts of the tribes, within the scope of the sresent study.

The different tribal groups inhabiting Haninar are
of ficially classified into three broad categories - (1)
the Nage yroup of tribes, the (ii) Chin-Ruki<‘izo group of
tribes, and (iil) the Lntermediary category of tribes. In
most of the writings on the tribal communitics of Hanipur,
there is =mention of only twvo categories - the Haga gro:p of
tribes and Lhe Kuki group of tribes., One of the very obvious
experience about thne tribes of Manipur has been that there
have been many movemente about the definition and re-definition
of thelr identities. In the officisl eclessification, the
catcgory comprising of 'interuediar)* category of tribes
inclades those which for some time novw have been redifining
their identity,.In wmeny of the cares some »f the tribes fron
the Kukl groun hove beédn trying to assume, either an indep.
endent identity for themselves, or ihe: have been trying to
sequlre a Nega identity, It is this experience about khe

tribes in Manipur vhich suggested to include & brief analvtical
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deseription about this ?1tﬁin the scope of the stﬁéy. It
appeared that 16 a wvay mention sbout this aspect of the
ethnography of the tribes in lsnipur could not be avoided
as t his refere’! to the very fundamental guestion relating

to the identity of the tribes

snalytical information relating to the tribes,in

other words, ethnographic account, (of the tribes of Hanipur)
is something which is freguently needed by those involved
with "development" azctivities/programmes. <dsnipur is one of
the States whick, in view of its large trical posulation,

has adopted the Tribel fub-Plan (I8P) approach for tribal
development. The [ tates which have adopted the TSP approsch
have, as part of this programme,co:piled sowe baslc "bench

ark data" abnut the tribes, In the intraduction of the

*

handi-bocks on the bench-mark dats it is mentioned:

"It was polnted out by the Governmeul' of India,
dinistry of Home iAffairs, thal prepuration of
Iribal sub-plan and integrated tribal develop-
ment projectis (TSP and ITD?2) had brought to
light certain deficiencies in the available
data end also gaps in the understandin: of the
socio-economic condlition of the tribal people.
The State govermment azlso fae@d éiificzltims in
draving up realistic planning for wani of re.
liable village and house-hold lewil 50Cio-
economic data resulting in preparstion and
implementation of generalized development nro-
grammes which tend to bypass the wesker sections
To obviate this difficulty, the Ministry of Home
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Affairs decided to take up Beuch-mark survey
througnoul the trival sub-plail areas of the country.
ihe sorvey will also helip in evaluating benefits
accrued from tie luplementation of earlier plans®,
For Menlpur, out of the six (original) distiricis,
all the five hiil districts where tribzl population are
dominsnt constitutent of the total populatlon, the bench-
mark survey wa: conducted, We found that theselurwey
reports contain valoeble information on the socisl and economic
condition of the tribal groips inhabiting danipur. For the
purpose »f this study we felt that while it will not be diffi.
cult to incornorate data from these surveye with the ethno-
graphic account of each tribe, it will be very helpful for
those in senveh of basic inform tilion about the tribes of
Manipur. It war with this anderstanaing that tue third part
of the objective was zlso incladsd within the scope of the
present study, lience, one of the objective of the study -
to prepare a socio-economic profile of the diilerent commu-

nities,

& Lynopsis, 28 normal practice ,hes to be presented
for scrutiny and formal spproval. When the Synopsis ior the
present study was presented, one of the couments was that
the proposed scope and objective of the study wa: "too

ambitious", specially for a study to be conducted towards an
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M, Phil. degree. The Synopsis was "approved", though perhaps
with some amoant of persuation, Late:r when the staly proceed-
ed it was realized Lh&t in & way the study was somewhat
"ambitious™ in its objectives, and some redifinition vwill need

to be done,

It may be clear ia the outset here that the reali;
zation that the scope and objectives of the study will heve
Lo be r&gdéfinad should in no way be tz«en as indicabiye of
any weckness in preparing the initial design of the study.
On the coutrary that such a realizaiion case, namely that
the scop® etc. should be redefined, aad tual the exercise
of redefining was undertaken, this should be taken as indi-

cative of a dynamic and reslistic attlitude,

Yvi.

While the study was in its initial phesse and data was
being located and pieced together, it appear<d that the scope
and objective of the study, as initially defined, will have
to be re-defined. In the process, two changed had to be made,
firstly, the first two dimensions of the study - (1) to
prepare an ethnographic profile of the trivbes, and (ii) to
outline the changing trends ian "identity" of the tribes,
these had to be combined. is the study proceeded we could

realize that with the nature of information coming to us,
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and for etinographic reason: as sueh also, a somewhzt heavy
emphasis will have to be given to the study of the 'identity?!
of tne trives, The outlines of a very dynamic proeess in re-

gard to the emergencecof their identity was euerging,

The second change which we felt necds to be made was
to drop, for the wmowent, the intention of including tine pre-

z

parsiion of socioc-ecosonies profile of the tribes,

These changes seemed necescary as some initiszl dats
was broaght together, This revealed some important questlons
n the reala of 'comparative method!, vhich demanded attention,
and could not be igﬁaﬁéﬁ. As mgaﬁisﬁﬁé above, it s&caaa appa-

rent that comparison of ethnographic tralts scross the tribes

preésented some analytical guestions which could not be ignor d.

These yuestions releted to the vearing of identity of a
tribe o its ethnographic charscterisations, [he volume of
vork involved in this rocessitated that the intentlon to

inciade preparation of socio-economic profile be abandoned.

The stagéénbf rvzraéyctiv%aréasgniﬁg vhich wvere invo.
lved ia the rede:inition of the scope and objectives of the
study are ar below, It will be helpful to review these, as
these help to appreciate the challenges that can be taken
in preparing a meaningfil comparative analysis of ethnographic
traits of tribes sharing com:on territory and history, like

those inhaciting Manipu:,
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1. The initial intention wae to prepare (i) ethnographie
profile, (ii) trends in change of identities, and (iii) socio-
economic profile, This was withgaISQe;ific reason, It was
expeclel that a 'cold study! like ethnograpby could also be
bf relevance, if it cohtained comparative analysis of socio-
economic indileators. Hence, the inclusioh of preparation of

socio-economic profiie, in the study,

2. ihe summery observation in the officisl vrite~up
suggested that there is some correspondence between ethno-
graphic traits, iike type of chieftainship, and the category
of the trive, viz,, those belongig to the Haga group or
the Kuki group. &Along with this observation, ther: was also

the observation that ",, . ethnic trensformetion is in process",

3. These observation irresistsbly drew attention to
examine at some detall the ggestion of identity of the tribes,
before coupiling ethnograpiic traits, 4 close look at this
revesled that thoush the two major catesory of tribes, froa
'aboriginally' from the same origin, north-vest China, and
belonging to the same linguistic stock, it is in the process
of their 'arriving' to their presint abode, viz., Manipur,

that they have assumed different identitcies,

4. fomehow the ethnogriphic trait of ‘chieftainship?

and the observation that the Naga are more democramtic compared



32

to the Kuki group of tribes, which are despotic, suggested
to examine the reason for the difference in ethnographic
traits, A slightly closer look at the history of the tvo
category of tribes suggested that there eo:ld be a bearing
of the route of 'travel' made by t he tvo groups, before

arriving to their present abode in Manipur,

5. This appeared somewhat plausible, as it appeared
that (1) the Haga group of tribes proceeded the Xuxi group
of tribes in arriving to their present abode in Manipur and
Nagaland, and (ii) they adopted different routes, In a Way,
the Naga group of tribes came 'strai;ht' to their present
abode, while the Kuki group trrvelled through the fertile
lands of Burma, then to Mizoram, to Cachar Valley, and then

to Manipur,

6. The initial progress in the study had by now
suggested to exéminy the hypothesis: (i) route of migration
(travel), (ii) the accompanying experiences of contact/
gseclusion, and (iii) ethnographic traits, such as t'chieftain-
ship', rules of residence and inheritance, youth dormitory and
village organization, interact to sh:pe each of these, 4

complex process of inter-dependence is involved.
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The hypothesis was irresistable, it was ifiportant
and, for comparative analysis,it provided meaning to the
exercise of ethnographic profiling., Hence, it could not be
abandoned, Adopting this hypothesis as the mainstay of the
study did not divert the attention, it only necessitated
a re-definition of the perspective, the scope and objective,

‘contact - acculturation/

: adoption
History ---*m-srravel---~-f

‘Capacity- organization

- technology

e e o .

bearing of these on ethnographic traits Naga group
of tribes - shorter travel |
- lesser contacts
- heterogeneity possible
Mizo group of tribes:

longer travel

]

- through fertile 1snds of Burma, Cachar

- larger contacts (on way)

homogeneity helpful

7. 1t may be mentioned that adoption of this hypothesis

did not.in no way indicate any indecision in defining the scope
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and objective of the study. The shift wes in the definition
of the 'dependent variable"rather than in the content of

the study,., The shift wvas from (1) ethnographic traits among
the Naga-Kukl distinction, to (1i) the bearing of Kuki-Naga

distinction on the ethnographiec traits,

Ihis model represents the context in which ethnographic
features of the tribes inhabiting HManipur can be studies in
& comparative perspective. The second part of the model lists
the 'factors' which introduce: differences in some broad
ethnographic features in the trives of t he tvo broad catego-

ries,

With this in view the objective end scope of the
study was redefined, It may be mentioned that Lh adoption
of the hypothesis trying to explein the mejor characteristics
difference betwee: the tws groips of tribes does not (the
adoption of the hypothesis) indicate in any wey any form of
indecision in originally defining the scope and objective
of the study, The shift has been in defining the tdependent

variable! rath.r than in the content of the stuuy,

The objeetive of the present study thas is to critically
outline the process of the formation of identities of the
major tribal groups in Henl ur, and hov these have been re-

flected Lhrou:h the distinctive ethnographic characteristics,



mainly chieftainship, In its scope, the study will confine
attention to some of the wain tribal groups from Manipur.
As this is an exploratory study, it may not be possible to
make reference to and take into account all the tribal

communities inhabiting Manipur,



