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Crime Against the Environment
. SHILLONG MP, Ricky Syngkon has done well
t>yblowingThe whistle on the National Highway vard and Peter Howitt, Brown
Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd
(NHIDCL) dumping debris on the pristine Um-
got River. The Umgot River - the pride andjoy
of Meghalaya which is crystal clear especially Memory of Alfred Nobel. The
during the winter season, has now turned muddy.
But this is hardly surprising. Large-scale, relent-
less earth cutting by the NHIDCL along the
Pynursla -D aw ki route for constructing the
4-lane highway has shocked environmentalists demonstrates that economic
and even ordinary tourists who have a natural
urge to visit Dawki to behold the pristine waters
of the Umngot River. The Umgot is the reason

for what is termed as “return tourism”

Visi-

tors revisiting and bringing others with them to
watch thisriver as itwends its way into Bangla-
desh. Over a period oftime it has been noticed
that the Umgot has become murky during the ‘ofinventive brilliance. Only with
monsoon season because ofearth cutting activi-
ties in the upper riparian areas. Needless to say driven competition did innova-
Meghalaya’s loss of forest cover is so striking
that attempts by groups like Earchbanc via the
.Regeneration Meghalaya project to restore the
eco-system by planting lakhs oftrees will take a
long time to cover up every deforested space.
Stone quarrying and sand mining are carrying
onunabated butwhen such activitiesure carried Economic Sciences was shared
out by locals they get away by claiming that
it’s their right to a livelihood. Even politicians
preferto turn a blind eye to such assaults on the
environment. The Shillong MP has never called

ac-

Creative Destruction Revisited:
from the 2025 Nobel Laureates

By ProfD, Mukherjee

On October 13, 2025, the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences announced that Joel Mokyr,

Northwestern University; PhD  guild systems, hierarchical tradi-

Yale, Philippe Aghion, College
de France , INSEAD; PhD Har-

University; PhD Northwestern, '
had been awarded the Nobel Prize
in Economic Sciences—formally
known as The Sveriges Rikshank
Prize in-Economic. Sciences in

award recognized their outstand-

tions, and political resistance pre-
vented new ideas from spreading
or accumulating.

Mokjr locates the true turning
point not in the sudden appear-
ance of machinery, but in the
transformation of knowledge
itself. He distinguishes between
prescriptive knowledge—the
practical know-howofartisans—,,

ing contribution to explaining’  and prepositional knowledge—
innovation-driven economic ' the scientific understanding of

growth, a theme that revitalizes
Joseph Schumpeter’s enduring
notion of creative destruction.
Their combined scholarship

expansion depends on open
institutions, competition, and
continuous renewal—not just
invention,,but the systems that,
sustain it. Precisely, the 2025:
Nobel recognition affirms that
sustained economic growth is
not an automatic process but a
fragile achievement. For much
of human history, societies re-,
mained stagnant despite periods.

the rise of scientific rationality,
open institutions* and market

tion begin to reproduce itself in
a self-sustaining cycle. Mokyr,’
Aghion, and Howitt’s combined
work provides a comprehensive
explanation of both the condi-
tions that allow modem growth
to emerge and the mechanisms
that enable it-to endure through
continuous innovation.

The 2025 Nobel Prize in

between Joel Mokyr,, Philippe

underlying principles. For cen-
turies, these realms operated
separately; only when science
began to illuminate practice,
and practice in turnmrefined sci-
ence, did self-sustaining growth
emerge.

, This fusion, alongside the rise
of skilled entrepreneurs and the-
development of open, tolerant
institutions, created the cultural
ecosystem for modem progress..
Mokyr thus reframes economic
growth as both an intellectual
and moral evolution. Prosperity,
he argues, arises where curios-,
ity is. encouraged, experimenta-
tion rewarded, and knowledge
freely;exchanged—revealing
that the foundations of growth
are ultimately cultural as well as
economic. .

Philippe Aghion and Pe-
ter Howitt transformed Joseph
Schumpeter’s idea of.creative de-
structioninto a precise analytical
model, revealing how innovation
sustains economic growth. Their
1992 endogenous growth-frame-
work shows that progress stems
from a continuous cycle where
new technologies replace old

Aghion, and Peter Howitt, reflect-:  ones, granting innovators tempo-

ing.two interlinked dimensions of
the same enduring question: why
do some societies achieve last-
ing growth while others remain
stagnant, and what sustains, that:
growth over time? The Royal

tivities for the purpose of quarrying and selling  Swedish Academy’s decision to
off hundreds of truckloads of boulders every
day to Bangladesh: Both activities are equally
destructive so it would be fair to say that when
theMP shows environmental concern and takes
up an issue, he should treat all such ecological
assaults with the same concern as the NHIDCL Hisresearch reveals that modem

.case..

/

. As faras the NHIDCL is concerned it has been
a habitual offender Wherever it has worked and
has been regularly ,pulled up by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) buthas always managed growthflourishes insocietiesthat» Entrepreneurs, in his view, were
to scrape through the cracks inthe legal system.
It,will be interesting to see how the VPP-led
Khasi Hills District Council handles this mat-
ter, After all, the brief for ensuring that rivers
don’t turn into dumping grounds, for earth and
the forests don’t disappear by the day rests with
-the District Council which is mandated to take
action. Such action unfortunately has not been
visible. All the rivers in Meghalaya are turning
into garbage dumps and has necessitated thfit cultural evolution with structural
concerned citizens take the matter to court such
as in the case ofthe'Myntdu river.

The destruction of the Umtigot will see not
just the loss of livelihoods for the boatmen but
is also a loss of Meghalaya’s soul and identity. why, despite abundant creativity,
Pictures ofthe Umngot river,find aplace among

SIS. . - Vv -

Letters to the Editor

NHIDCL’s
multiple

culpabilities

Editor,

Apropos of the news
“Umngot water turns brown;
VPP MP seeks Centre’shelp”
(ST October 30, 2025) the
National Highway and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration Limited (NHIDCL)
was found to be dumping
construction debris directly
into the Bhagirathi River
during road development
activities in Uttarakhand:
This led to serious environ-
mental concerns, including
river pollution and ecologi*
cal disruption. In the initial
order in November 2018 the
NGT directed NHIDCL to
deposit Rs 2 crore with the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) as compen-
sation for environmental
restoration. The National
Green Tribunal later revised
its directive in August 2019,
allowingNHIDCL to furnish
a performance guarantee
instead of depositing the Rs

2 crore. The guarantee was
to ensure remedial mea-

divide the award symbolized a
meeting of history and theory—
uniting Mokyr’s cultural and

rary monopoly profits that moti-
vate research and risk-taking. Yet
these monopolies must remain
.opento challenge—ifincumbents
block new entrants, innovation
- falters. By linking competi-
tion, policy, and technological
renewal, Aghion and Howitt
demonstrated how dynamic,

open markets drive sustained .

historical insights with Aghionl economic advancement.., v

and Howitt’s analytical model-
ling of innovation. Joel Mokyr
represents the historical and intel-
lectual foundation of progress.

economic growth was not merely
the result oftechnological inven-
tion but of a deep transformation

- Joseph Schumpeter’s seminal
concept of creative destruction,
introduced in Capitalism, So-
cialism and Democracy (1942),
remains central to understanding
capitalism’s restless dynamism.
He portrayed capitalism as an
ongoing process of “industrial

in how societies generated-and ; mutation,” where innovation

shared knowledge. By linking
scientific reasoning with practical
craftsmanship, Mokyr shows that

value discovery, Openness, and
tolerance for new ideas. In con-
trast, Philippe Aghion and Peter
Howitt developed a formal model
of creative destruction, expand-
ing Joseph Schumpeter’s idea
of renewal through innovation.
They describe economic growth
as an ongoing cycle where each
new discovery replaces the old,
driving competition and continu-
ous improvement. Together, their,
perspectives form a unified vision
of progress—one that blends

its concentration among a few
powerful firms risks stifling
future creativity. The laureates’

reinterpretation thus restores m

Schumpeter’s insight to contem-
porary, relevance—reminding us
that creative destruction must be
governed with fairness, openness,
and foresight1

- The synthesis of these ideas
underscores'a defining principle

makers must safeguard market
contestability, promote open data

- access, and encourage'startups

that challenge incumbents—
thereby keeping innovation both
inclusive and democratic. /
In global trade,'similar pat-
terns emerge. Protectionist ten-
dencies threatenthe opennessthat
has historically fuelled progress.,
Aghion and Mokyr’s research
converge on a vital insight: soci-
eties that resist foreign competi-
tion and the exchange of ideas.

ofmodem economics: innovation e ultimately stagnate. Innovation

isthe central engine ofprosperity..
It enhances productivity, enables
efficient use of resources, and
raises living standards. Through
the recurring process of creative’

thrives-in open systems—those
that welcome intellectual di-
versity and cross-border col-
laboration. -

, The green transitionpresents

destruction, outdated technolo- ?an equallycomplextest. Building -
gies are replaced by superior “sustainable economies requires

alternatives, generating-new

industries and employment while ,

ensuring the economy adapts to
changing needs.

Innovation is not a static
achievement but a living pro-
cess that demands institutional
support and' societal resilience.
The laureates’ combined work
demonstratesthat nations flourish
when they transform invention
into a continuous habit, embed-
ding curiosity, experimentation,’
kid adaptability into their eco-

« nomic I)VVA

;- India’s recenttrajectory offers
: a vivid example of innovation’s
transformative potential. The
nation has emerged as a leading
global innovation hub, excelling
in pharmaceuticals, information.
;- technology, and space research.
The Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) exemplifies digital inclu-
sion, enabling billions of secure,
transactions monthly and rede-
fining financial access. India’s
advances in frugal.engineering, j
-low-cost healthcare devices,’and
costreffictent space missions
eillustrate how innovation can
simultaneously promote growth
« and social equity.' *
' India’s experience mirrors
.the Nobel laureates’ insights:’
Mokyr’s. emphasis on operi-
ness and knowledge diffusion is;
evident in India’s expanding digi-
tal public”infrastructure, while'
Aghion and; Howitt’s model of

constant technological renewal,
yet restrictive fiscal and mon-
etary conditions often inhibit the
smaller firms driving ecological
; innovation. According to Aghion
and Howitt’s theory, these dis-
ruptive entrants are essential to
dismantle entrenched,.polluting
industries. 7,
Collectively, the laureates
remind us that growth depends,
onadaptive institutions and open-
ness to change. True progress lies
not in shielding economies from
disruption, but in directing cre-
ative destruction toward shared,
sustainable prosperity
-..The 2025 Nobel Prize in
Economic -Sciences reaffirms
one of humanity’s greatest
.achievements—the-transition
from centuries of stagnation to
an era of sustained, innovation-
driven growth. By honouring:.
Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, and
Peter Howitt, the Royal Swedish
Academy acknowledged not only
groundbreaking economic theory,
but also a profound narrative, of
sihuman adaptability and progress.
Their collective work weaves

, together history, culture," arid
, analytical rigor, revealing how

societies evolve through the con-
tinuous interplay of discovery,
competition, and renewal.

At its essence, their con-
tribution’ revitalizes Joseph
Schumpeter’s idea of creative
destruction -the processthrough,

continuous innovation resonates, ,- which capitalism reinvents itself

with the entrepreneurial.dyna-
mism of its start-up ecosystem.

The nation’s challenge lies in .

sustaining/this momentum by
protecting competition, investing
in education, and nurturing an

by replacingthe oldwith the new.

: Mokyr, situates this dynamism

within the moral and-intellec-
tual culture of open societies,
emphasizing that true progress
begins in the' human mind—

,continuously reshapes the econ-; lenvironmentwhere creativity and j with curiosity, dissent, and the

omy by dismantling old struc-
tures and' creating new ones,.

the catalysts of this perpetual
renewal—driving technological
revolutions that advanced prog-

i enterprise reinforce each other.

In the twenty-first century, :
humanity faces a convergence,
of technological, economic, and.
environmental challenges that
echo the core themes explored

courage to innovate. Aghion and

, Howitt transform this visioninto

a structured model, illustrating
how growth endures through
.competition, incentives, and:
responsive institutions’

ress but alsorisked givingriseto. by Nobel Scholars. Their frame-, - ( Together, they provide a

monopolies that could suppress

further innovation. The 2025 '

mNobel winers have reinvigo-
rated Schumpeter’s vision forthe
;twenty-first century, extending it
from the industrial to the digital
and'Al era. Mokyr redefines

works—rooted in cultural open-"
mess; innovation-driven growth,
and institutional adaptability—

offer a unifying lens to interpret’

today’s shifting global landscape.
From the dominance of artificial
intelligence to the retreat bf glo-

' framework for addressing the
dual nature of modern growth:1
its power to'create prosperity

:arid its potential to concentrate
wealth and disrupt stability.
Their insights call for balanced
governance—policies that protect

Schumpeter’s entrepreneur as a - balization and the urgent (Jail for-  openness, encourage innovation™

participant within a broader cul-
tural and institutional ecosystem.
For him, innovation endures only

dynamism, revealing growth as  when societies foster openness,.

both a social and intellectual
achievement. .
Joel Mokyr’s scholarship re-
interprets the history ofeconomic
progress as a story of ideas rather

scientific collaboration, andtoler-
ance for disruption—conditions
that allow creativity to circulate
freely through shared knowledge
-networks. Aghion and Howitt,

than merely inventions. He asks  meanwhile, gave Schumpeter’s

pre-modern societies could not

an intellectual and institutional
environment that nurtured dis-
covery as an ongoing process. ;
Before the Industrial Revolution,

intuition mathematical precision

green innovation, each dilemma
circles back to Schumpeter’s
central question: how can societ-
ies sustain creative destruction
; without allowing it to collapse
into stagnation or inequality? " ;
; The rise of artificial intelli-
gence embodies both the promise
and peril of modern capitalism,
Al has the potential to revolu-
tionize productivity and human

;throughtheir endogenous growth « welfare, yet it risks concentrat- €
sustain technological momentum.; .model. Thiey demonstrated that : ing innovation in the hands ofa "humanity forward.-
the world’s photo-scape. Above all there are His answer lies intheabsence of . innovation is a cumulative pro-

fisherfolk too who earn their livelihoods from
the same river. It; remains to be seen how the
NHIDCL responds to this environmental cri-

cess sustained by competitionand
temporary monopoly rewards®
In today’s Al-driven economy,

their theory underscores a new -

few firms that control vast data
ecosystems. Aghion cautionsthat
such concentration could morph

and ensure that markets remain
contestable. - .
r._For emerging, economies:
such as India, their message is
particularly relevant. Innovation
must become a sustained social
habit,- not a sporadic achieve-
ment. The laureates, ultimately
remind’us that prosperity depends
not on preserving the status .quo
. but on embracing arid guiding the
. creative turbulence that propels

. (TheAuthor is -Director--'
IXSPJRE’and, former Profes-
sor & Dean-Faculty of Man-

: creative destruction,into creative;» agement, Humanities & Social

‘entrenchment, where technologi-

Sciences,, Law, and Commerce

innovation surfaced sporadically ;paradox: while artificial intel- v cal leaders suppress competition. m & Finance , SRM University,
but-failed to persistbecause rigid .  ligence accelerates innovation,

Tribunal has intervened in
several, road development

sures would be completed - projects across India where

by March 31, *2020, failing

which the penalty would be

enforced. However, there is

no publicly available confir-

mation that NHIDCL fully,
complied with the remedial

measures by the March 31,

2020 deadline.

The National Green'Tri-
bunal (NGT) modified its
original Rs 2 crore pen-
alty order to a performance
guarantee, but follow-up
compliance details remain
unclear in the public domain.
The NGT also mandated an
audit to assess the extent of
muck dumped, coordinated-
by CPCB and other agencies.
'Whatis missing? As ofnow,
there isno publicly available
report or statement confirm-
.ing whether NHIDCL met
the March 2020 deadline.
There isno record ofthe Rs 2
crore penalty being enforced
post-deadline, suggesting
either partial compliance or*
lack of follow-up transpar-

enc_ly. )
he National Green

environmental degradation
was evident, especially dur-

was dumping of debris into
rivers and forest areas during
road widening. NGT ordered
removalofdebris and resto-
ration of affected zones and

ing 2023 and 2024. Some of : mandated monitoring by lo-
the notable cases and regions > cal pollution control boards.

where NGT took action.

Char pham Highway
Project (Uttarakhand) where
the issue was on widespread
deforestation, landslide risks
and damage to Himalayan
ecology’due to widening of
roads for pilgrimage routes.
The NGT directed detailed
environmental assessments
and compliance with eco-
sensitive zone no'rms. The
Supreme Court also weighed
in, reinforcing NGT’s con-
cerns. The latest status as
of October 2024 states that
75% is completed and the
environmental impact is
over 811 landslides reported
along 800 Km due to unsafe
slope-cutting. The Supreme
appointed committee sub-
mitted reports, and concerns
remain over ecological fra-
gility.

NH-44 Expansion (Jam-
mu & Kashmir) the issue

The latest status indicates
that it has been partially
restored; full restoration is
expected in several months
due to landslides and bridge
collapse. The environmental
impact of torrential rains
and fragile slopes triggered
massive disruption; Tharad
bridge reconstruction is a
major hurdle. ,
Mumbai-Goa Highway
(Konkan Region) the issue.
ofhill cutting and mangrove
destruction during expan-
sion. TJie NGT,imposed
restrictions on further work
until environmental clear-
ance norms were met and
sought restoration plans
for mangrove areas. The’
latest status is that 95% of
the work is completed and
is expected to reduce travel
time to 6 hours. However,,,
the environmental impact
is that hill cutting and man-

To preserve dynamism, policy-.

grove loss remain concerns,
though recent updates focus
on connectivity gains.
Silchar-Aizawl Road
(Assam-lylizoram Border)
the issue is soil erosion and
forest encroachment due to
unregulated construction.'
The NGT called for refor-
estation and erosion control
measures and directed the
Ministry of Environment
Forest and Climate Change
to reassess project impact.
The latest status is that the
road is unde:r repair, truckers
and local groups initiated
self-repairs due to govern-
ment delays. The environ-'-
:mental impact is that road
damage led to fuel shortages
and blockades; strategic im-
portance acknowledged in
ministerial visits.
Peripheral Ring Road
(Bangalore) the issue alleged
violations of environmental
clearance and destruction
of wetlands. NGT ordered
status reports and halted
work pending review and
emphasizedprotection of

Delhi-NCR)

status is that the project is
legally 'contested; farmers
petitioned the Governor to
scrap Phase 1(renamed Ben-
galuru Business Corridor),
The environmental -impact
alleged lapse of scheme un-
der BDA Act; compensation
disputes and lack ofapprov-
als stall progress.

NH Projects in Himachal

,Pradesh the issue was land-

slides triggered by aggres.-
sive hill cutting and lack of
slope stabilization for which
the NGT mandated slope
protection measures and
halted work in vulnerable
zones until geological as-
sessments were completed.
The latest status is that there
are rnuitiple closures due to
landslide”; nearly 200 JCm
roads blocked in July 2025,
The environmental impact
is that NH-707 and Chan->
digarh-Manali Highway are
severely affected; restoration
ongoing amid monsoon-
triggered collapses.

The common themes in
NGT’s road’ project inter-

water bodies and biodiver-« ventions are violation’ ot

sity, corridors. The latest

environmental clearance

The mirror that lost
Its light

By Lyander ESohkhlet

As a child,. I wrote my
first letter to The Telegraph,
about the Umngot river. | was
thirteen, arid | remernber my
fingers trembling as | tried
to explain why the Umn-
got, our Dawki, should be
left alone. | didn’t have the
language of “ecosystems”
or “silt management” then.
All I knew was that the river
llooked like a mirror, so clear
thatyou could see the pebbles
sleep and the fish glide as if
through, air. It was beauty
beyond belief, It was where
water turned into light. All
theseyears later, | findmyself:
writing again, not against,
but for For the Umngot, for
Dawki, for the very heart of
Meghalaya’s beauty.

Today, that same river has
turned brown. The Umngot,
known as the cleanest river
in Asia, flows 75 kilometres
from Shillong, through the
valleys of Khasi hills, before
crossing, into Bangladesh.
It threads through Mawlyn-
nong, our “God’s Own Gar-
den,”Asia’s cleanest vil-
lage, where the air smells of
broomgrass and betel leaf,
and where every child knows
that keeping the land clean is
a form of prayer. Here, the
Umngot: is not just a river, it
is a heartbeat. Itis the sound
of paddles against glass wa-
ter, ofboats floating so lightly
thattravellers from across the
world believe they’re flying.
But this October, when the
skies cleared, the river did
not. What should have been
areflection ofblue has turned
to the colour of dust. What
should have mirrored clouds
now mirrors cranes. The
Umngot has been wounded
by careless construction, its
clarity choked by soil, rock,
and negligence. The same
river thatInspired songs and
poetry is now bearing the
scars of a project that forgot
its own purpose: to connect,
not to destroy.

It is this magic that turned
Dawki into a global postcard.
Every year, thousands travel
to see the “flying boats.”
Their photos-flood social
media; travel influences call
it “a dream,- not a destination.?
And to the immense -credit
of the Tourism Department,
that dream was shared beauti-
fully with the worid. Tlirough
thoughtful campaigns', stun-
ning visuals, and the hard
work of local guides and
homestay owners, Umngot
became one of India’s most
cherished travel icons.

Our Lok Sabha MP, Ricky
A.J: Syngkon, has drawn na- ’
tional attention to the degra-
dation ofthe Umngot, He re-
minded the central ministries
that this is notjust a body of
water, it is a living symbol
of Meghalaya’s natural heri-
tage. Construction debris and
loose soil from hill-cutting
along the road project have
reportedly flowed into the
river, muddying its once-
pristine waters. And so, we
find ourselves asking: can the
agencies working so hard to
build our future also protect
what defines it?

But this October, when
the monsoon lifted arid the
skies cleared, the river did
not. We have seen this story
before, in Uttarakhand, in
Hiriiaehal, in Assam,' rivers
made sacrificial to the false
god ofspeed. The Bhagirathi
once paid the price for similar

norms, deforestation and
biodiversity loss, landslide
and erosion risks in hilly
terrain, damage of wetland,
rivers and mangroves and
lack of proper debris dis-
posaland slope sfabilisatiori.
Action should be initiated in
the case ofUmngot River by
NGT and ensure that nothing
is missed.
. - Yours etc;
VKLyngdoh,

. , Viaemail

Error in date
of NJAC
enactment in
parliament

Editor, :

| write with, concern re-
garding the editorial dated
31st October 2025,: which
incorrectly states that the
National Judicial Appoint-’
ments Commission (NJAC)
was introduced during Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
tenure. In fact;,the NJAC ;
was enacted in 2014 under
-Prime Minister Narendra

offences, its violators fined
erores of rupees. But what,
fine can restore the trust of
a.boatman whose river has.
turned opaque? What penalty
can rebuild the faith ofa child
who once saw fish beneath
her reflection? v

The Umngot is irot merely
a-tourist attraction.- It sus-
tains hundreds of families,
boatmen, homestay own-
ers, food vendors, guides.It
draws- thousands each year,
domestic and international,
to witness water so clear it
seemed unreal. Its global
reputation has kept liveli-
hoods alive in villages that
the national economy often
forgets. But today, that live-
lihood floats on uncertainty.
Tourists have begun cancel-
ling their trips. The season :
of clarity has turned into a
season of sorrow. This is not
progress: This is punishment,
not for wrongdoing, but for
belonging. We were told the
road would bring prosperity.
Butwhat prosperity/is worth
a poisoned'river?, What de-
velopment justifies silting
over a wonder’that rjo hu-
man hand cap recreate? The
road to Dawki was meant to
bring the world closer to the
Umngot, notto bury it under
mud: There was a time when
the Umngot was a promise,
a ribbon of glass where the
sky and stones held each
other without flinching. Chil-
dren leaned over boats and
watched their own laughter
ripple acrossthe surface. B ut,
now, that reflection is gone.
The river no loriger blushes .
mn sunlight; it hides its face(
behind silt and shame. And
we, the ones who should have :
guarded it, are leftto explain
to our children why the water
turned brown, why we traded
wonder for carelessness.

Meghalaya has always
been a land where people
and nature walk together,
not one upon:the other. In
Mawlynnong, there are no ,
street sweepers, every vil-
lager, cleans their own path.' m
Cleanliness is part of our :
identity. And yet, while the
villagers sweep their leaves
each morning, massive ma-
chines upstream are dumping
earth into their river.

- We cannot accept this
contradiction.

m The Umngot River de-
serves to breathe again. 1 ;
" It deserves .the same
reverence we show to sa-
cred groves and living root
bridges. It deserves silence,
not bulldozers. It deserves
sunlight returning through ..
its. surface, where fish once
shimmered like shards ofthe ;
sky. When | was thirteen, |
wrote that building a dam
would ruin the beauty ofthe :
Umngot Today, | findmyself m
writing again, older, angrier,
but still hopeful, because
beauty, once lost, can some-
times return ifenough people
remember it. So | write once
more, with the same heart as,
that, thirteen-year-old boy:
let the Umngot remain clear.
Let the boats fly again. Let
us prove that in these hills,
progress and purity can flow
together.

Let us remember. Let us
speak. For when the Umn-
got turns clear again, so
will we.

(The writer is a student
of St Edmunds College, BA %
Political Science)

3

Modi’s government and i
subsequently struck down by '
the Supreme Court in 2015 -
declaring it unconstitutional ;
and void on the ground that,
itviolated the independence '
ofjudiciary. ]
Such factual inaccura-:
Cies, especially on matters o f:
constitutional significance,
risk misleading readers and
distorting public uriderstarid-

«ing of institutional history. ,

Editorials carry the weight
ofopinion, but they must be
anchored in verified fact. In
an era of rapid information

flow, precision is not just a
virtue, it is a responsibility.
Yours etc.,

N.K.Kehar

m Shillong-793003

* Editor replies: We apol-
ogise for the oversight and
stand corrected. Our Online
edition carries the corrected
version.

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this,page are
the views of the writers/
authors arid not that of
The Shillong Times



rince Andrew will be stripped of his royal
titles, meaning he will no longer be called
“prince” or “His Royal Highness”
A statement from Buckingham Palace said:
His Majesty has today initiated aformal, pro-
cess to remove the style, titles and honours of
Prince Andrew.

Prince Andrew will now he known as Andrew

Mountbatten Windsor [...] These censures are
deemed necessary, notwithstanding the fact that
ne continues to deny the allegations against
im.

Their Majesties wish to make clear that their
thoughts and utmost sympathies have been, and
will remain with, the victims and survivors ofany
and all forms of gbuse.

The statement also noted Andrew will have to
leave his current home, Royal Lodge, and move
to alternative private accommodation.

These moves follow allegations, which Andrew
continues to “vigorously deny”, surrounding his
relationship with convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein.

The decision comes, in the wake of Virginia
Giuffre’s posthumous memoir Nobody’s Girl,
published this fortnight. The memoir’includes
an inside account of the two years Giuffre spent
as a “sex slave” working for Jeffrey Epstein and
co-conspirator Ghislaine Maxwell. Giuffre died
by suicide in April this year, aged 41, .on her farm
in Western Australia.

Three weeks before she died, ,she emailed her
co-author, journalist Amy Wallace, and longtime
publicist Dini voh Mueffling: “In the event of my
passing, | would like to ensure that Nobody’s Girl
is still released.” « <

“Today,” Giuffre’s family said, “she declares
a victory. She h,as brought down,a British prince
with her truth and extraordinary courage”

British historian and-author Andrew Lownie
(author of a book about Andrew and his ex-wife
Satah Ferguson, called Entitled), told Sky News
earlier this month, “the only way the story will
go away is if [Andrew] leaves Royal Lodge, goes
into exile abroad with his ex-wife, and is basi-
cally stripped of all his honours, including Prince
Andrew”. Sarah Ferguson will also move out of
Royal Lodge.

As.a trauma memoir, Nobody’s Girl forces us to
bear witness to an uncomfortable truth: Giuffre’s
abuse was hidden in plain sight. \

“Don’t be fooled by those in Epstein’s circle
who say they didn’t know what Epstein was do-
ing,” she writes. “Anyone who spent any sig-
nificant amount of time with Epstein saw him.
touching girls.” She continues: “They can say
they didn’t know he was raping children. But they
were not blind.”

Four days before the memoir was published,
Prince Andrew announced he would no longer use
the litles conferred upon him, including Duke of
York. Three days later, leaked emails from 2011

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon trine Jupiter on your solar return chart and will giye excellent results. You
will get promoted in yourjob'. Your confidence will also rise, and you will remain; .
in good spirits. You will also fulfill your obligations with diligence, you will get
lot of fame and respect Your romantic life will be very satisfying, and you will
come close to your partner. Husband and wife will have good understanding.
Your children will also make good progress. Yourhealth worries will also come
.to an end. Your elders will teep blessings you. You will be undertaking lot of
work-related trips whichwill prove to'be beneficial. Youwill be busywith literature
and creative works and busy studying. Youwill achieve the goals that you have
set for yourself. You will also get support of your bosses and colleagues. <

‘This week for you’

Ari e s: (March 21 - April 20) The planetary configuration brings jove,;
harmony and entertainment in family and personafrelations. A
romantic short trip may be undertaken for pleasure. People look
upon you with more respect, tolerance, and acceptance. Youdon't
feel the need to prove yourself, and that feels good. You have -
the chance to shine, largely because you are projecting yourself'

' withself-respectaswellasmodesty.Opportunitiesbothpersonal
and professional are likely to presentthemselves as a result. You;

. may enjoy the challenge of tackling a variety of subjects. This
is a very self-expressive time when you have lots of energy, but

.- not necessarily self-discipline to match. e

/m]

Taurus s(April 21 - May 21 jActiyities related to communications such
asjournalist, literature, public speaking, debates are highlighted
arid would be more prominent. You feel touchy and sensitive; the *
attitude should be more accommodating and compassionate in
relationships, and you should not take things personally. Friend-
ships, cooperation and synergy are available to. you. You would
work creatively in your field of activity. This brings success and ,
good fortune at work and opens new horizons for expansion.
You inculcate good team spirit, and you are more tactful with
your co-workers, which brings harmony to your workplace. You
find yourselfln a whirlwind of activities and need to slow down a
bit and not neglect your health.

Gemini : (May 22 - June 21) You would have positive results from
marketing, communications and public relations. This isa favor-
able time to go for higher learning and join new courses such as
beauty culture, computers, fine arts and in fields related to show -
business. Be sureyou consider all thefactors priorto puttingforth.,
your ideas. Do not go on with instinct alone; take the opinion of
someone close to you. You may modernize your workplace and,;
home and give ita newlook. You may change your hairstyle, buy
newclothes and spend it on luxury items. Also spend some time
alone to recharge and revitalize yourself;

(June 22 - July 22) After dealing with tough people and
complicated ,issues you feel much stronger and clearer about
your priorities. It might be hard for you to work with, others in a
harmonious manner, and disputes with co-workers are possible, -
You may feel a bit defeated by situations at home and work. Al-

. low space and time for things to change on their own. Awkward
pauses and false starts do happen; the issue is howyou handle
them. Use information fromthe data at hand and your charisma
to get back on track; Take care of your health and adopt a routine

of regular walks and exercise.

M -

Cancer :

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) You are more inclined to take pride in your
intellectual accomplishments. Find activities and things to do so
that you can channel excess energy constructively. You have

& mentalclarityandalogicalapproachtoresolvematters.com-
munications and business associates from overseas bring good
news. Your heart and head pull you in different directions when

™ .domestic and family related decisions are to be made. Personal
relationships may be dreamy and transitory, and commitments”
are to be made, and promises at;e to be honored. A marriage;
proposal is worth considering. Health needs care and old habits

of excesses need to be abandoned.
Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) As your confidence gets a
boost, you attempt difficult tas” resolve complicated issues.
fiLsS and handle a multitude of activjy’ ge careful when expressing

feelings and emotions as others»  mjsunderstand you. You

-Pisces

suggested he gave Giuffre’s date of birth and
social security number to one of his protection
officers, hours before the infamous photograph
of him with her was published.

Maxwell’s brother, lan Maxwell, published an
article in the Spectator today, headlined “Don’t
take Virginia Giuffre’s memoir at face value”
The memoir keeps his sister, who was convicted
Of charges, including sex trafficking of a minor,
in world headlines - at a time Donald Trump has
said he will “take a look” at pardoning her.'

Earlier this year, Maxwell was moved-to a
lower security prison to continue her'20-year
sentence. L

Giuffre’s memoir is a courageous and clear-
eyed apcount of what trauma takes - and what
recovery demands. =

Told in four chronological parts -m“Daugh-
ter”, “Prisoner”, “Survivor” and “Warrior” - the
memoir meticulously records the “sexual assault-
ing, battering, exploiting, and abusing” Giuffre
endured throughout her life, most notably at the.
hands of Epstein and Maxwell.

m The result is a devastating expose of the fe-

tishisation and abuse of girls —“the younger, the’

better”- Epstein said - and society® failure to
protect the most vulnerable.
It.is also a damning indictment of everyone

‘Star-Gazing’
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handlebusinessseminarsandexpressyourselfmorespecifically
aboutthe subject. Business expansion and new professional op-
portunities are worth considering. You might spend time on short
frequenttrips, comm'unicating with people and visiting friends and
relatives; You tend to entertain others with your sense of humor.

mj. *\ Talking, writing, andstudying can be good ways to handle stress.

You interact with people in positions of powerand authority with

. grace and diplomacy, Health and energy need to be conserved
Tty through a busy time at home and work. .

Libra : (Septem ber 23 - October 23) This period brings good luck
forloveandromarice. Yourthoughtstumtochildren.pleasureand’
romance. Youfocus on havingfun, enjoying sports and expressing
yourself. As you recall nostalgictrips, youalso maintain abalance
ofthe head and heartin professional and personal matters..You
turn things around in business dealings in your favor. You are
noble and generous in family situations but have a tendency to
worry abouttho.seclosetoyou. MonetarytransSctionsbring gains

.,in property related issues. An overseas or long-distancejourney

m / fwhich includes pilgrimage is on the cards.

Scorpio: (October2 4 -November22) Mixedresultsareforetold this
v ; week.’ Youachieve success as you are brilliant and there isgood
, fortune attending professional, personal and material aspects.
You interact with people in positions of power and authority, with
tactand grace. You will be able to makegood use of your talents,
work experience for your work and projects in hand. You have
mmoreopportunitie’sto improve relationswith relatives and friends
inyourimmediate environment'Youcan trust your intuition about
people and situations when called upon to mediate in conflicts
and collaborations. A newwork opportunity can change the way
you work and relate with people professionally.: [ ]

¥
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Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) New associations
and; beginnings inwork areas.will come up as new opportunities
and changes may arise. You would improve your romantic and

:love life by bringing more sincerity, cooperation and humanity

‘ as unusual attractions and dreams could feature at this, time.

# Domestic members would be more supportive as this is the best

time to bring mow harmony and pleasant interactions to your

relationships and feel more comfortable. Jou tend to entertain

others with your conversation, Some nagging issues and details
will demand your attention..

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20) This phase brings
more stability in relations and professional life. You enjoy being
in control but many times it is not possible. When you letgo you

, discover that many aspects can tie viewed more objectively.
This objective lends a new edge and adds to'your passion at
work. This also opens new vistas in romantic relationships and
helps you communicate better. Your subconscious and intuitive

, abilities help you forge professional associations with the larger

,» picture in mind. Having fun too .when relaxed adds an extra

s elementto your life.

(January 21 - February 18) The ability to build on

financial and monetary pursuits and good returns from overseas

o business are on cards. As you rid yourself of your inner'critic

you find that concepts flow and you can give shape to them.

You or someone close to you may finalize a marriage proposal.

- Sharing yourinterests and communications with loved ones may

be especially appealing to you. You might spend a lot of time

- meeting friends and loved ones. You could be stressed while
- meeting people’s expectations and approval-Healthy food, yoga ,

and meditation are recommended as it would help.to overcome

health problems.

. (February ig - March 20) This is a phase that brings
wisdom, knowledge and creativity in your efforts. Your methods
prove to be effective but you need to be circumspect as far as
your interaction with colleagues is concerned. Your social life
is enviable as are your interactions, you resolve an important
domesticlssue that has been causing a rift in relations for some

. time. Centering within and witnessing inner truth and .reflection
is the best meditation. You are strong and masterful while turing
things around in a positive direction atwork. .7

c\ 1)

Aquarius :

who knew, and looked away.
But how can a prince - who is, after all, the son
of a queen - be stripped of the title “prince”?™
Here’s flow it works - and what it might mean
for succession. . ; mi

Flow do you actually strip
a prince of his titles?

This is within the remitof the monarch; Charles
Il. The monarch issues an official document
called a letters patent.

They are typically used to grant a title or a
right', but this is doing the opposite: withdrawing
it from Andrew.

There are precedents for monarchs removing
titles in this way. When Diana and Charles di-
vorced, she lost the use of “Her Royal Highness”
as did Sarah Ferguson, the former wife of Andrew.
So a royal losing their title doesn’t always have
to be scandalous or unusual.

But what’s not happened yetl because it’s
not within the remit of the king - is the removal
of Andrew’s position as eighth in line to the
throne. ..

legislation in all of the Commonwealth parlia-
ments (such as Australia, New Zealand, Canada
and so on).

That’s not beyond the realm of possibility.

A bit over a decade ago, with whatcame to be

;kno,wn as the Perth agreements,, the Common-

wealth parliaments agreed to change the rules
around succession and gender. No longer would
older princesses be leapfrogged by younger broth-
crs to get a spot on the throne.

It.happened, very smoothly, so it is certainly
possible for all Commonwealth, parliaments to
agree to coordinate oh something. However, the
W estminster parliament cannot instruct other
parliaments to pass such legislation.

So, could all the Commonwealth parliaments
coordinate to remove Andrew from' the line of
succession? | have not seen any mention of this
in media reports so far, but I"would be highly
surprised, if this didn’t Happen*in future;

It seems incompatible that Andrew would lose
his title and still be in line for succession.

But is the son of the queen not always a
prince?

By custom, yes, the .son of a queen is known
as a prince. BuUt as we have seen, that title can
be removed.

The best example is inJ 936, when King Edward
vril’abdicated so as to marry divorcee Wallis
Simpson, and he lost the title of king. '

He was thereafter no longer entitled to the title
“I-lis Royal Highness” and he'got a new title:
Duke of Windsor. He had some prestige, but was
no longer entitled to use his royal title./

Edward VIII (who was also Andrew's great
uncle) did not have any children. But if he had,
they wouldn’t have been entitled to inherit the
throne'.

And that was an actual reigning king, not just
a prince. m ' i

Acting in a moment of crisis
Andrew has reportedly accepted the latest deci-
sion but it was made by his brother, the king.

This is a signal from Charles not just to the:

public but also to his heir, William, that he’s do-
ing everything he can to smooth the path for Wil-
liam’s succession and to respond to public anger
over .the allegations against Andrew.

.As an historian, this is a moment to reflect on
how this is another example of the British mon-
arch taking decisive action in a moment of crisis,
to save the reputation of and publiclsupport for
the monarchy. -

Another example would be King George V,
who acted decisively in the first world war not
only to strip titles from family members who had

That requires parliamentary Ieglslatlon to do — supported Germany in the war, but to also change-

and not-j.ust the Westminster parliament, either.

To do that, the Westminster parliament would
have to introduce a bill and pass it\However,
the move would also require virtually identical

the name of his family. 1

They were known as Saxe-Coburg Gotha (a
German name), but. they became the house of
Windsor. (The Conversation)

Brazil's Amazon deforestation falls
even as fires surge to record levels

eforestation in Brazil’s Amazon rainforest
fell by 11% from August 2024 to July this
year, the government said Thursday, even as

agency, said during the announcement that it car-

.ried out 9,540 inspections this year, a 38% increase

from 2024, issuing 2.85 billion reais ($520 million)

wildfires tracked by Brazil’s space agency sul,rg@dnvwonmental fines this year and seizing more

to record levels amid a severe drought.

According to Brazil’s National Institute for
Space Research (INPE), 5,796 square kilometers
(2,238 square miles) of forest were cleared between
August 2024 and July 2025 — an area nearly four
times the size of New York City, but still a signifi-
cant drop from the previous year and the lowest
level in nearly a decade. -V

The Environment Ministry said the drop in de-
forestation reflects stronger environmental enforce-
ment, expanded satellite monitoring and renewed
coordination among federal agencics.

The results come just weeks before Brazil hosts,
tjle COP.30 U.K. climate summit in the Amazon city
of Belem, where the.country will, be under pressure
to demonstrate progress toward its 2030 goal of
ending illegal deforestation. ]

At the same time, INPE reported that fire detec-
tions in the Amazon from January through October
2025 were the highest since 2010. Widespread burn-
ing and prolonged drought have blanketed parts of
northern Brazil in smoke, forcing flight cancella-
tions and prompting health warnings in states such
as Amazonas and Para.

Experts say the fires — often used to clear
already-deforested land —risk undermining recent
conservation gains.

Ibamaj Brazil’s environmental enforcement

than 4,500 pieces of machinery and livestock tied
to illegal clearing. C

Officials said over 75 civil lawsuits were filed
jointly by Ibama and the Attorney General’s Office
against deforestation and illegal burning cases.

Marcio Astrini, executive secretary of the Cli-
mate Observatory, a coalition of Brazilian civil-
society groups, told The Associated Press the lat-
est data ?how both progress and contradiction in
Brazil’s climate policy.

“It’s great news — it shows the zero-deforesta-
tion target can be achieved if the government and
society as a whole work together,” he said.

“But it also exposes the government’s contra-
dictions: while. one part delivers solutions like
reducing deforestation, another is delivering the
problem, approving oil drilling projects in the
Amazon River basin.”

‘Greenpeace Brazil, called the results positive
but said lasting progress will depend on permanent
safeguards and stronger global cooperation.

“The result is encouraging, butthere’s still room
to improve,” said Ana Clis Ferreira, spokesperson
for Greenpeace’s zero Deforestation campaign in a
Statement. “It’s essential to institutionalize protec-
tions that don’t depend on political cycles and to,
implement robust action plans for periods of greater
climate vulnerability.” (AP)



“Intelligence without ambition,
is a bird without wings. ”
;& —Salvador Dali
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Beyond ‘sadak, pani’

THE picture about Bihar assembly elections is
still hazy, with pollsters predicting JDU leader
Tejashwi Yadav being the most-preferred CM
face while also arriving at a conclusion that the
NDA alliance of JDU, BJP and others would
likely retain power. The two-phase polls for
the assembly would take place on November
6 and 11, while the vote-counting and result-
edeclaration on November 14. The first phase
of the campaign drew notables like the Prime
Minister and Home Minister from Delhi and
Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi, among oth-
ers. Alongside, the regional satraps like chief
minister Nitish Kumar, Tejashwi, and Prashant
Kishor of the Jan Suraaj party are raising heat
and the dust.

The large presence of people to hear these
leaders are no barometer to gauge the popularity
of one side or the other. Crowds are mobilised
by those who have the capacity to spend crores
- agame in which neither the BJP nor the JDU
has much any constraint, they being the ‘ruling’
parties. The clout of the Lalu Prasad family

party’s well-oiled machinery. The Jan Suraaj
party is relatively anew-comer and Kishor is not
gpart ofthe power edifice. Though he had made
millions by virtue ofbeing an election manager
for major political parties in the past, there’s a
limit to what he can afford to spend. Sizeable
segments ofthe well-meaning middle-class are
ina mood to back him, but the political character
ofthe state being whatit is, he might not make it
big in the coming polls. Pollsters have predicted
as much. This leaves the ground wide open for
amajor fightbetween the JIDU-BJP alliance and
the RJD-Congress combine, with several more
of small-time parties siding with either one or
the other of these two.

Clearly, so far through the campaign, itis clear
that Nitish Kumar is notthe hot favourite for the
electorate this time. His leadership ofBihar,over
the past several years has not helped the state
grow. Kumar started with the promise of Sadak,

state some 20 years ago. He proved,thathe’s a
survivorparexcellence, but one who lacked the
vision or imagination to take Bihar to the next
level ofeconomic progress. His archaic mindset
is no guarantee to Bihar’s progress. It would
appear that the people understand as much and
seek a change of face. This time, however, the

the CM post if the alliance wins. Alternatively,
if could be the youthful Tejashwi who could
emerge successful' and for worse—it could be
Kumar again ifthe NDA wins and he demands
one more term as CM. A dark horse too could
emerge as the next CM.- The people are the
ultimate masters of any polls. How they vote
is simply unpredictable. Opinion polls are no
longer the last word. -

Letters to the Editor

mthe wealth we once guarded
so possessively. Titles, pos-
sessions, luxuries —none
of this stay with us beyond
the final breath.. Yet in our
pursuit of these things, .we

Empathy
brings healing
to hearts and

dhuman |ty often trade away what .truly
Editor,

matters. At the end ofthe day,

In a world invariably
overwhelmed by chaos,
whether it be ambition, poli-
tics, orthe endless pursuitof
sensory pleasures, Patricia
Mukhim’s article “Empathy:
It DemandsAction” (ST, Oc-
tober 31) offers amoment of
quiet illumination. To write
such a piece is to respond
to an inner call -- a call that
feels the sighs and soitows
of those grieving around us.
Sadly, veryiew notice such
quiet suffering.

Her closing lines really
hit home: “Empathy could
turn this world into a better,
happierplace. Let us,be more
kind, loving and compassion-
ate and walk a few steps with
those needing a listening ear
and a shoulder to cry on.
We can heal the world with
these small steps. Let’s start
small and begin today...”
These Words in fact carry
the weight of wisdom. They
remind us that, “empathy”
is not some optional virtue
we can afford to skip, but a
necessity. In chasing success,
we often forget the simple
inevitable truth —what-we
accumulate fades, but what
we offer “endures.”

When" we leave this
world, we carry nothing of

especially in 'difficult times,
it is' "patience, integrity, for-
giveness, and compassion”
that truly turn out to be the
treasures ofthe soul. Without
them, we remain spiritually
impoverished. ’

Yes, if we dive deeper,
“we’ll only see that empathy
quietly Undoes what ego
builds up. It softens pride,
quells anger, and dissolves
the illusion of separateness.
When we bask in egotism,
anger, jealousy,, greed, and
delusion rise up to rule over
the heart and soul. These
traits do not bring p'eace;
they throw us into the hole
of restlessness and regret.
But empathy, when practiced
with sincerity, without dis-
crimination or expectation,
becomes a healing balm.

More than anything, to
live with empathy is to live in

»“rhythm with the universe.”

Nature teaches us this truth
more eloquently when we
have the patience to observe
its ways. Yes, when we walk
beside someone in pain,
when we listen to them with
humility, when we offer com-
fort without condition, we are
not merely helping them but
also healing ourselves and

Gaps and Imbalance in Higher Education: Takeaways from  vsjgilance: Our Shared
Responsibility

By Arindam Gautam

The Meghalaya. State
Education Commission Re-
port 2025 (hereafter referred
‘to as the Report) devotes a
major chapter to higher
education. This 53-page
segment contains substan-
tial data, though there are
notable gaps. Overall,, the
recommendations inthe Re-
port correspond fairly well
with the data and address,
key challenges, though
some areas need more data
and deeper examination.-'
The purpose ofthis article is
to highlight certain findings
ofthe Reportand to suggest:
points for action.

Enrolment patterns

According to the Re-
port, the North-Eastern
Hill University (NEHU)
had 60 affiliated colleges in
2024 with an undergradu-
ate enrollment of 59,838
Students. Of these, 46,259
students (82.3%) were en-
rolled in Bachelor of Arts
(BA) degrees. This is an in-
ordinately- high proportion
and does not augur well for
prospects in the job market
or for the development of
the state.

According to the All
India Survey on Higher,
Education 2021”released by
the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, enJ
rolment at the undergradu-
ate level in arts in India is
33.5%. In China it is about
25%) According to the An-
nual Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2023 sur-
vey, 72/7% of Tamil Nadu
students opt for higher stud-
ies in STEM education, Un-
fortunately, the opportunity
to study STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) in Me-
ghalaya is available only
to a small fraction of stu-
dents.

A clear, mismatch exists
between existing degree
mprograms in Meghalaya,
.market demands and stu-
dent aspirations. In NEHU
“only 10.4y"*j%'enrolled
in science courses, and a
mere 7.7% in applied or
skill-based programs. To
illustrate, computer appli-
cations students constitute
only about 0.01%, and tour-
ism management students
around 0:02% ofthe NEHU
enrolment.

Even in management
and other disciplines, the
enrollment is miniscule.
The figures do not -make
easy reading: B.Com de-
grees were offered in 23
colleges with 4,733 students
and BBA only in three col-
leges with 1,255 students.
BScwas availablein 13 col-
leges SVith 6,242 students.
The BCA program had five

cleansing our inner being. It
is nature’s quiet design; wnat
we give withhumility returns
in grace. What we do for oth-
ers, in the end, helps sliape
our inner selves into some-
thing closer to the divine,
something more endearing
to the omniscient God.

In times'when the world
is so badly sickened by intel-
lectual pollution, such pieces
become sanctuaries where we
can truly find refuge. Thank
you so much for the inspiring
write-up, Kong Patricia.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Meghalaya’s
Sleepwalking

Watchman

Editor,

I would like to refer to
a news item " MSPCB flag
violations of environmental
norms by NIIIDCL ( ST -
November 1, 2025). In this
regard, | would like to state
thatthe Meghalaya State Pol-
lution Control Board (MSP-
CB) always tends to react
to environmental violations
and even devastations like
a sleeping watchman who
isjolted from deep slumber
only after others have raised
loud hues and cries. The lat-
est instance is the MSPCB
conducting inspections and
issuing directives to the Proj-
ect Monitoring Comrnittee

By Glenn GKharkongor

colleges and 580 students.
The Bachelor of Tourism and
Travel Management (BTTM)
hadjust a single college with
90 students. The Bachelor of
Arts in Music is offered in
only one college with 110.
students, and the Bachelor of
Arts inMass Communication
in just one college with 60
students.

Economists and social
scientists the world over rec-
ommend a strong STEM pri-
ority, especially in countries
where there is an acute need
to develop infrastructure,
industry, and services. In the
United States, STEM sup-
ports 67% of jobs and 69%
ofthe GDP.

The enrolment pattern
in Meghalaya reveals sev-
eral critical issues. The small
number of science students
limits the future supply of
qualified science teachers,
and researchers ip the state.
This needs to be seen in the
backdrop of the rising de-
mand across the world for IT
professionals with new skills
such as artificial intelligence.
Yet very few students in the

_state are entering computer-
related programs. o

Tourism, one of Megha-
laya’s most-promising sec-
tors, remains neglected as a
subject in higher education.
Despite music being a natu-
ral cultural strength of the
region, very few students are
able to pursue it at the degree
level. The conclusion is clear:
there is a serious misalign-
ment between the disciplines
offered and the skill-based,
employment-oriented needs
of the state and market.

Low exam participation,
. high dropout

There are other statistics
which are most disconcert-
ing. Less than half of the
students enrolled as under-
graduates at NEHU appeared
for the examinations in 2024.
Of 5.9%838 student?, only,
29,905"sat' for3their' exams.
The Report does not explain,
this major discrepancy and
why there was such a high
drop out at that critical stage
of education. In my view,

athe reasons may include
the following: 1. Courses
may not align with student
aspirations or job prospects.

diais 25%. In Meghalaya it is
double the national average.
If these'numbers are pegged
on to school dropouts, the
percentage ofyouth complet-
ing a bachelor’s education
in our state is barely around
eight percent. This is notj ust
alarming but a pathway to
disaster. \

China hasthe lowest drop-
out rate from higher educa-
tion‘in the world, less than
one percent.'More than 75%
of its youth are enrolled in
Higher, education. India's
National Education Policy
’(NEP) 2020 targets a Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) of
50% in higher education by
2035. According to the Re-
port, the GER in Meghalaya
is 16%, abouthalfofthe pres-
ent GER in India, To achieve
the NEP target, Meghalaya
will have to triple the number
of college students by 2035,
hardly a decade from now.
Are we building this capac-
ity? As of now, we do not
produce even enough science
teachers for our schools.

The dilemma starts

from school

The school system in Me-
ghalayaproduces mainly arts
students. Inthe 2025 Megha-
laya HSSLC exams, the arts e
stream had the highest num-
ber of students with 22,835,
making up approximately
78% ofthe total. The science
stream had 3,922 students,
which is about 13%, and the
commerce stream had 2,501
students, or roughly 9%.

What this tells us is that
the preponderance of arts
students from school spills
over into higher education,
thus accounting for the high
percentage of arts students
in NEHU. There are not
many +2 pass students who
are eligible for admission to
science degrees.

According to a govern-
ment study the preference for
science among .high .school
students~is most¥isible in
the southern states: Andhra
Pradesh. (76 per cent), Te-
langana (65 per cent), Tam-

, il Nadu (62 per cent), and

Kerala (45 per cent) for-the
academic year 2021-2022. In
Tamil Nadu, 35% take com-
merce and only two percent
choose arts. In Manipur, 69

has an average national enrol-
ment of 14 percentof higher
secondary school students.
But in the southern states the
preference for commerce is
significantly higher, about
double the.national average.
In these high-performing
states, arts students made
up only about 2 per cent-of
the 2022 board examination
.population, compared to 78%
in Meghalaya. This single
statistic holds the key to the
skewed education situation
in our state.

The forward effects of the
preference for science in the
southern states are seen, for
example, ,in the JEE scores
for admission to the IITs. Te-
langana had the most students
who scored a perfect score in
JEE Main 2023, followed by
Andhra Pradesh.

The solution

The first strategy is to in-

crease the number of students

.taking science in Meghalaya.

This will need'more, science
teachers and a science lab'
in' every higher secondary,
school. Butthere is a solution
for the time being: the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
recently issued a circular indi-
cating that arts and commerce
students can opt for science
degrees. What will be needed
is that colleges and universi-
ties in the state provide foun-
dation and bridge courses in
science for arts students who
have taken admission in BSc
degree programs.

We need to ‘introduce
more science and skill-based
courses aligned with labour
market needs. Abouta quarter
of US students study in com-
munity colleges which offer
job-oriented courses. If they
wish to pursue a degree in
a university, they are given
credit for the community col-
lege diploma.

If our state is going to
triple its higher education
capacity in the next decade,
the private sector should be
expanded. The private univer-
sities in the state offer- more
.applied and; skilUbased de-;
grees than NEHU. Tradition-
ally, US higher education has.
been a mixed sector. About
half (46 percent) of college
students study in state univer-
sities, 28 per cent in private
universities and 26 percent in
community colleges, public
arid private. There is a robust

2. A significant number of per cent ofstudents who took meducation loan system for

students may have dropped

"out for other reasons such as
motivation, financial, exam-
anxiety, or lack of sufficient
.attendance.

According to the National
University of Educational
Planning and Administration
(NUEPA), the dropout rate
from higher education in In-

of the National Highway
Infrastructural Development
Corporation Limited (NHID-
CL) over environmental vio-
lations around the famed
Umngot river only after our
Honble Lok Sabha M P, Mr.
Ricky A.J. Syngkon sought
the Central Government's
help by petitioning the Min:
ister of Road Transport and
Highways, Nitin Gadkari
and Minister of Environ-,
mentj Forest and Climate
Change, Bhupender Yadav
complaining about severe
environmental degradation
and pollution of the once -
pristine Umngot River due to
construction activities of the
Shillong - Dawki road proj-
ect, The pertinent questions
here are : Why did MSPCB
only conduct its inspection
and. issue its directives to
NIIIDCL a day after our Lok
Sabha MP took action? What
was it doing prior to this?
Did it open its eyes only now
when environmental devas-
tation.around the Umngot
River has been going on for
several months?.

This is not the only in-
stance that reflects MSPCB's
lackadaisical attitude towards
its mandate. It may be re-
called that MSPCB used to
present rosy pictures about
the air quality levels at the
Export Promotion Indus-

«trial Park, Bymihat and other
places through its dataregu-
larly published in newspapers
including yours. But, this was.

the Class XII board exams
opted for science.
According to Business
Standard, officials from the
Ministry of Education assert
that despiteihe study includ-
ing only preferences from
the class of 2022, the data
is indicative of-long-term
trends. The commerce stream

abruptly stopped when re-
ports emerged in the national
and international press that
Byrnihat hasriow been des-
ignated as the world's most
polluted place by IQair, a
respected Swiss Air Tech-
nology Firm. This raises
a question in one's mind :
Were the Air Quality Data
published all along mis:
leading? Moreover, it was
only soon after Byrnihat be-
came infamous that MSPCB
got busy and we came to
know that it had started
conducting inspections and
imposing penalties against’
polluting Industrial units of
Bymihat.

In conclusion, | would
like to thank our Member
of Parliament, Ricky A.J
Syngkon for taking the issue
ofenvironmental devastation
of Umngot River seriously
and for representing us well
in general.

Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong-2.

Whose horn is
it anyway

Editor,

Every day, our peaceful
neighbourhood gets its daily
reminder that time waits for
no one, except, perhaps, gov-
ernment officials. At exactly
10 AM and again at 4 PM, a
siren wails across our area
exclusively, like the rest of
Shillong does not need this

university students in the US.
About 70% of students take
these loans.

Finally, we need to conduct
extensive surveys ofthe main
stakeholders, the students.
Their opinions, aspirations
and career preferences need
to be documented for good
planning. ]

important air horn which
blares fo. 2 mmutes approxi-
mately. Yes, 1counted it. This
supposedly signals the start
«and end of the working day.
The rest of us freeze mid-
bite, mid-chat, or mid-walk
like someone yelled “Statue!”
We wonder if we should take
cover for-an incoming (God
forbid), stand up for a salute,
orjust continue chomping on
kwai and sliasaw (red tea) in
respect. By 11 AM, the offi-
cials appear, fresh and punc-
tual, by their own standards.
By 2 PM, the offices empty
out so fast, one could mistake
it for a fire drill. ,
Rumour has it that the
siren’sltrue purpose is moti-
vational, to remind the pubHc
that someone, .somewhere,
might be working for us. Or
perhaps, maybe the authors
ties just enjoy reminding us,
the mango citizens, that you
can raise your volume on is-;
sues all you want, but.remem-
ber who controls the volume
button. Whatever the case, we
have accepted it, like the rest
of the issues we sweep under
the rug, itis our city’s unique
alarm clock- two blasts a day
to remind us who is in play.
Your's etc,
Shivani Pde,
Via email

*

Letters to the Editormust have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
mOnly letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Every year in the last week .
of October or first,week of
November to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Sardar
VallabhBhai Patel, the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC)

have been brought to book by
upright officers from the same
organization using, the PIDPI
resolution. - Just like the Right
to InformationAct (RTI) which
hasgone a longway inweeding

in a bid to create awareness mout corruption and ensuring

among the public ofthe perils
of corruption as well as to
*bring awareness on the im-
portance of probity in public
life organizes a week-long
Vigilance Awareness Week
(VAW). During the rest of
-the year, the CVC monitors
probity and transparency in
the functioning of the Cen-

transparency in government
dealings, tha PIDPI resolu-
tion of the' CVC if harnessed
properly will go a long way in
bringing transparency in"the
functioning of several hitherto .
obscure and shoddy dealings
in the Government undertak-
ings especially public sector
undertakings. Andtherefore the m

tral Government departments - PIDPI resolution of the CVC

as well as undertakings, but
during this part of the year

deserves widespread publicity.
Having said this, there

throughthe VAWprogramme, m are certain other facets to

the CVC tries to get closer
and bring awareness about
CVC and its activities among
people. The CVC also exhorts
other Public Sector Undertak-
ingsto conduct such outreach
programmes during this Vigi-
lance Awareness Week (VAW)
and almostal1Central Govern- :

ment Undertakings comply .

withthis directive ofthe CVC.
Thisyear, the CVC, has chosen
the theme: “Vigilance: Our
Shared Responsibility”

There is no gainsaying
the fact that corruption is the
biggest impediment towards'
development of a nation. This
year,the CVC exhortsonthe im-
portance ofsharedresponsibility
and alacrity from all. In other
words, the CVC harps on the
involvement of all as a shared
responsibility so as to emerge
as a corruption free nation. For
this to happen, the citizens need
to become vigilant so that they
"can contribute to the prosper-’
ity of India. Thus this year’s
theme “Vigilance: Our Shared
Responsibility” is quite apt.
Integrity as the word suggests
is the synergy in thoughts and
action: Indeed, no technology
can be successful unless the
human mind is nurtured and
supported,towards an honest
way of life and, therefore, the
CVC deserves appreciation for
choosing this theme. A vigilant
and participatory citizenship is
the sine quanon for anation to
develop.

However; when it comes
to corruption and malprac-
tices, a common impediment
is the reluctance of the public
to report such wrongdoings.
This reluctance stems from
the factthatif they report such
wrongdoings, they might be
harmed in some way or the:
other.'Indeed, there too have
been instances when peo-
plewho complained against
wrongdoings by the high and
mighty have been victimized
and, therefore, this legitimate-
‘fear’ is riot something totally
unwarranted. Moreover, the
lack of requisite action on the
complaints received too is de-
moralizing. The situation is far
more demoralizing in Govern-
mentundertakings where the
outspoken and upright officers
who point out the malpractices
are harassed in varied ways.

To counter this, the CVC
in: 2004 with the approval of
the Union Government has
passed the landmark Public’
Interest Disclosureand Protec-
tion of the Informer (PIDPI)
resolution® Under the PIDPI
resolution, if anyone makes
a complaint before the CVC,
it takes the onus of keeping
the name of the complainant
confidential. All the complain-
anthasto do is to give the text
of his complaint without his
name and address. A separate
letter addressed to the Secre-
tary, CVC should, however,
be. enclosed for the CVC to
verify, the credentials of the
complainant as the CVC does
not normally act on anony-
mous/pseudonymous com-
plaints; The complaint should
be in a closed/sealed envelope
and mandatorily superscribed
“Complaint under the Public
Interest Disclosure” on the top
left comer ofthe envelope for
"gettingthe required protection
under the PIDPI resolution.
The PIDPI resolution of the
CVCisindeed a laudatory ini-
tiative and was long overdue.

*The biggest advantage of
the PIDPI resolution is that a
Government employee too, if
he notices some wrongdoings
in his organization, can also
approach the CVC and his
name is kept confidential. Pre-
viously government servants
who reported malpractices
and corruption in their own
organization were pharged
with violation of Office code
and were victimised. But un-
der the PIDPI resolution such
whistle-blowers too receive
their due protection. Till now
several corrupt officers in cen-
tral government undertakings

the PIDPI resolution. Unlike
the RTI, there is no scope
for second appeal under the
PIDPI resolution. Whenever
CVC receives any complaint
regarding an organization,
it forwards the complaint to
the Chief Vigilance Office
(CVO) of that organization
and the report filed by the
CVO isaccepted by the CVC
as final. There is no.scope for
second appeal. Secondly, the
CVC clearlymentions thatthe
Commission will take strong
action against those who
make vexatious/motivated
complaints. This clause of
the PIDPI resolution runs
counterto the pronouncement ¢
of Supreme Court in the state .
of Haryana Vs Bhajan Lai:
case where the court inter alia
has categorically stated that:
motive or intention behind ,a
complaint is not important. If
there is substantive evidence
in the complaint the courts
will take cognizance regard-
less of the antecedents ofthe s

mcomplainant. One hopes that.
.with the PIDPI resolution

gaining maturity the CVC :
would address these issues.
Corruption is a vice and’
the fact that being vigilant;
can scale it down cannot be'
gainsaid. In 1983, Werner
had, in fact, very correctly
said, “Corruption may be
controlled through alterna-

tives in its character butmost

importantly, not destroyed.™1
However, its incidence and
effects can be minimised and
being vigilant on the part'
if the citizenry is of*utmost
importance. For this to hap-
pen, the stakeholders must
come forward andjoin hands
in this shared responsibility.
The people must getrid ofthe i
fear factor utilize the PIDPI -

. resolution to the fullest. The:

CVC on its part too should
try to address the above draw-
backs in PIDPI resolution.
CVC should try to dojustice
to the complaints it receives
and ensure protection of the

whistle-blowers. Only them;

we can envisage a corrup-
tion free and developed India
wheredie citizens will be pro-
activeto participate in vigilant
activities and thus usher in the
prosperity ofthe nation.

For the Central Govern-
ment undertaking, the CVC
has laid down a very unique’,
set of guidelines while mak-
ing various procurement deals.

.Often it is seen that that there!

is some form of “kickbacks”
invarious purchase deals. Sec-
ondly, even if there is no dis-
crepancy in the deal, a set of
disgruntledpartiesjust dragdie,
mattertothe courtandbringitto .
a halt. To tackle this, CVVC has
outlined aprocurementprocess

where there would be an “In-

tegrity Pacf’ with Independent
External Monitors (IEM). This
1EM policy is unfortunately,
being flouted by most Central
Government Undertakings
and PSUs while making vari-
ous procurement.

One hopes that in 2025
keeping in sync with the

theme: Vigilance: Our Shared *

Responsibility, various central -
government undertakings lay
adequate thrust on this IEM
guideline all thrbughout the

year and while observing
Vigilance Awareness week .
harp on creating awareness

among the masses regarding

the Public Interest Disclo-

sure and Protection of the
Informer (PIDPI) resolution
of the CVC as a key tool

for ensuring transparency as
well as eliminating corrup-
tion and malpractices.. Only
when all are well informed

ofthe PIDPI resolution ofthe
CVC—especially its safe-
guard mechanism to whistle

blowers—people will remain
vigilantand consideritastheir '

shared responsibility.
(Published on the occa-

sion of Vigilance Awareness

Week. The writer works with

the Assam Gramin Bank

Views are personal)
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Whither Congress Revival
MEGHALAYA Congress Chief Vincent Pala’s al-
legations that some Congress workers are trying
to' create an internal rift to remove him from the
President’s post and that the post he holds is not an
elected but selected one demonstrates the Congress’s
dilemma. Can a political party do away with elec-
tions to the topmost post in the state? Why does the
All India Congress Committee (AICC) not have
enough faith in the ability of its Blocks and District
heads to elect the right person to head the party
at the state level? This undermines the state party
workers who are better placed to elect their leader.
Why does the AICC have the overriding authority
to select the State Congress Chief and demean the.
democratic process within the Party? How can the
:Congress position itself as a beacon of democracy
when it does not practise the same within its rank
and file. The Congress in Meghalaya is reduced to
a‘cipher and it actually needs to perk up its party
workers and instil in them a sense of enthusiasm to
reclaim lost spaces. : '

Unfortunately, it appears that the Congress never
learns from past mistakes.. One prime pitfall of
the Congress rule in Meghalaya was the frequent
change of chief ministers depending on the whims
of the High Command. At one time senior MLAS
aspiring for the chiefminister’s post would rush to
Delhi and plead with the High Command to remove
a sitting CM and appoint him instead. The late
JD Rymbai, a gentleman politician was. ruthlessly
brought down because he did not grant clearance to
cement companies to set up shop in Jaintia Hills at
the cost of the environment. Rymbai was replaced
by DD Lapang and the 7-8 cement companies were
quickly granted clearances. It can only be assumed
why the Congress High Command felt the urgency
to grant those environmental clearances to cement
companies in Meghalaya.

After being out of power for over 10 years the
question remains as to whether the Congress Party
has learntany lesson from its past errors and whether
it is ready to change tack in its manner of function-
ing. But judging from the decisions taken at the
highest level ofthe AICC, it would appear that the
Nehru-Gandhi family still has the last word. So,
whenwill the Congress, learn to practise inner-party
democracy? Rahul Gandhi is still the most visible
face ofthe Congress and'the issues he has dared to
pursue, especially the vote-chori campaign against
the BJP are creditable and have won the Congress
some traction. But whether Rahul Gandhi has the
cutting-edge strategy needed to defeat the BJP - a
ruthless foe intent on hitting below the belt and in-
dulging in cantankerous name-calling is debatable.
Malhkajun Kharge is hardly in the limelight. It is
always Rahul Gandhi who faces the heat; it is his ac-
tions and statements that the media focuses on. In ef-
fect therefore Kharge isjust a figurehead. Unless the
Congress Party is able to find aworthy and dynamic
leader who is duly elected and not selected, outside
of the Nehru-Gandhi family to lead it, chances of
it ever returning to power nationally seem bleak.
Meghalaya too faces a similar conundrum. .-

Letters to the Editor

ics section, one particular
question was unrelated to the
subject and appeared to be a
General Knowledge ques-
tion instead. This created
confusion among examinees

Ambiguities in
the question
paper of DSC

Mal rang and affected their ability to
H 4 perform fairly.
Examlnatlon Some questions in the
. General Knowledge Section
Editor,

Eg Series-1 Question no.52

Through your esteemed
daily, I Wish to highlight
a matter of great concern
regarding the recently con-
ducted.District Selection
Committee (DSC) Examina-
tion held in Mairang. Several
candidates who appeared
for the examination have
raised serious complaints
that many questions in the
paper contained incorrect
answer options, while some
had no correct option at all.
These errors caused confu-
sion among examinees and
may'have unfairly impacted
their results.

Whereas, many candi-
dates have expressed disap-
pointment and concern over

several errors found in the.

question paper. It has been
reported that a number of
questions contained incorrect
or missing answer options.
Moreover, in the Mathemat-

- 22nd December (winter
solstice) is: a) Longest day
b) hottest day, c) Coldest day
and d) Shortest night: This
question was ambiguous
because it did not specify the'
hemisphere being referred
to. Scientifically, 22nd De-
cember marks the shortest
day and longest night in the
Northern Hemisphere, and
the longest day and shortest ,
night in the Southern Hemi-
sphece. Another question
on Chachai Falls asked its
height but did not specify
whether the measurement
was in metres or feet thereby
creating confusion. The lack
of clarity rendered the ques-
tion invalid.

Competitive examina-
tions like those conducted by
the DSC are meantto uphold
meritand fairness. However,
such mistakes undermine the
credibility ofthe recruitment

Muivah’s Homecoming and the A«

Last week, Thuirigaleng
Muivah, general secretary of
the National Socialist Coun-
cil ofNagalim (Isak-Muivah)
faction, the most powerful
insurgent group in the North

East, returned to his native .

village in Ukhrul district of
Manipur. This was a home-
coming five decades in the
making. His visit comes at a
very critical moment in the
state. Technically, Manipur
is still under, the throes of
a civil war, with the Meitei
and the Kuki-Zomi locked
in a bloody conflict that has
resulted in more than 250
deaths and the displacement
of over 60,000 people. The
Nagas have not publicly sup-
ported either of the groups,
againstwhom they have their
own grievances. The Nagas
claim tljat many ofthe areas
where Kukis reside origi-:
nally belonged to them, but
these have now become over-
run with illegal immigrants'
from Myanmar. On the other
hand, the Kuki-Zomis claim
that they have always been
residing in those areas. This
creates complications. =

If one looks at the map
of the proposed Nagalim,
one can see that it includes
areas outside Manipur and
Nagaland. In Arunachal
Pradesh, these are areas in-
habited by the Konyaks,
Nocte, and Wanchos, while
in Assam, they include re-
gions .under present-day
Karbi Anglong, presumably
because ofthe Rengmas who
live in certain parts ofthe dis-
trict. But there are problems
with such claims.

Although the Konyaks,
Nocte, and Wanchos politi-
cally identify themselves as
Nagas, they are not eth-
nically Naga. These three/
groups belong to the larger
Tibeto-Burman language
family, but within that, they

By BhogtoramMawroh

Garos and Bodos. At the

to each other—much more

sametime, the NSCN-Khap-® closely than to any other

larig faction remains one of
the strongest Naga insurgent
groups-fighting against the
Indian state.

The incorporation of
groups that are not originally
Naga into the Naga move-
ment is evident in Manipur
as well. One of the oldest
indigenous groups in Ma-
nipur are the Anal, who are
today considered part of the
larger Naga group. Accord-
ing to theirmyth, a long time
ago, two brothers emerged

from a cave on Haubi Peak.
The elder became the ances-
tor of the Anal, while the
younger went down to the
valley, became the Meitei,
and ruled over the valley.
Another version speaks of
the Meitei, Anal, and Thadou
(aKuki-Chin-Mizo group) as
the descendants ofthree men
whose father vfas the son
of Pakhangba, the mythical
snake-man ancestor of-the
Manipuri royal family. These
stories were recorded iii the
2024 book ‘How the World
Was Born’ by Lopamudra
Maitra. While some may dis-

separate from, the Nagas.
They are part ofthe Sal group
.which, apart from them, also
includes the Kok-Borok lan-
guages (spoken by the Bodo,
Garo, Dimasa, and Tripuri)

andthe Jingpho-Luish group, *
spoken by the Singpho in 1

Arunachal Pradesh, known
as Kachin in Myanmar. The
Nagas,"” Meitei, and Kuki-
Zomi belong to the Kuki-
Chin-Naga language group,
which means that not very
long ago these three groups
shared a common ances-
tor from whom they all di-
verged. They also share a
distant common ancestry
with the Konyak, Nocte, and
Wancho, but this connec-
tion is as far removed as the
present-day Naga, Meitei,
and Kuki-Zomi are from the'
Garo. | met a Konyak lady
not long ago, who admitted
that the Konyaks’ cultural
practices differ from other
Naga groups and appear
more similar to those of the

process arid the confidence
of sincere candidates.
Therefore, | earnestly
appeal to the concerned
authorities to review the
question papers and answer
keys thoroughly and to take
appropriate corrective mea-
sures to ensure justice and
transparency for all candi-
dates. :
Yours etc.,
A concerned candidate,
Name withheld on request,
" Viaemail

Regional unity,
not isolation

Editor,

The recent statement by
. Batskhem Marboh, spokes-
person of the Voice of the
People Party (VPP) reject-
ing the initiative of Pradyot
Manikya Debbarmato bring
together regional parties
of the Northeast is deeply
disappointing and short-
sighted.

At atime when the indig-
enous peoples of the region
face common challenges
of political marginalisa-
tion, resource exploitation,
and cultural erosion, unity
among regional forces is not

stories, there is a historical
argument to be made.

' The porosity of the
boundary between the hill
and the valley, and how one
group would regularly merge
with the other, was strongly
argued by Jambs C. Scott
in his'2009'path-breaking
book “The Art of Not Being

Governed’.Accordingto this.

view, the hill people included
those from the valley who
fled to escape taxation, con-
scription, and other coercive
measures undertaken by
valley states. From time to
time, however, people from
the hills would descend to the
valley to benefit from the re-
sources available there. The
distinction between.hill and
valley, therefore, is Very thin.
Thus, the story recounted
by the Anal of their ancient
connection with the Meitei,
Naga, and Kuki-Zomi is
not far-fetched. Linguistic
evidence already proves
that they are closely related

athreat, but a necessity. The
idea of a collective regional
platform is not about sur-
rendering one’s identity or
autonomy; it is about am-
plifying our voices together
before the Government of
India.

To dismiss this vision as
“having no political sense”
reflects anarrow understand-
ing ofregional politics. True
leadership lies in building
bridges, not walls. Every
northeastern state has its
own unique context but our
shared struggles demand
shared strength. No single
party, however “genuine”
it claims to be, can protect
the interests of its people
by isolating itself from its
neighbours. The spirit of
solidarity among the indig-
enous communities of the
Northeast should rise above
party boundaries and politi-
cal ego.

History has shown that
fragmentation weakens’our
cause. Cooperation strength-
ens it. The proposal for a
regional forum deserves

- open-minded discussion, not
rejection bom of insecurity
or politicalcalculation.

Yours etc.,
Marbiang Lyngdoh Rymbai,
- Via email

' Kuki-Zomi.group) residing

group in the region—and
this is not merely due to
proximity.

Here comes the most in-
teresting part. The Anal,

;though today considered

part of the Naga family,
were actually known as Old
Kufci in colonial records.
Linguistically, they are much
closerto the Kuki-Zomi than
to any Naga group, and thism
is precisely what the Kuki-
Zomi have been claiming.
The same is true ofthe Korn,

another group claimedby the
Nagas as their own. When 1.
was inKangpokpi-in Senapa-
ti district of Manipur—today

> the buffer between the Meitei

and the Kuki-—Mary Kom
was celebrated as one oftheir
own by the resident Kuki-
Zomi community. Ifyou ask
a Kom, they would rather
identify simply as Kom than
align with any other group.
Butin aplace where violence
is widespread and weapons
are easily; available, it is safer
to identify with whichever
group is the strongest. Thus,
the claim that many of the
Kuki-Zomis are illegal im-
migrants may not stand up to
scrutiny. The same allegation
canjust as easily be levelled
against the Nagas.

The map ofNagalim also
claims part of Karbi Ang-
long, since the Rengma Na-
gas reside there. But colonial
records, such as the 1908,
book ‘“TheMikir’by Charles
Lyall, clearly mention that
the Rengma Nagas were re-
cent immigrants intowhat is
today Karbi Anglong. They

.came from the eastern side

of the Dhansiri River, from
what isriowNagaland. Since
the book was written in the
early 20th century, the mi-
gration must have occurred
within a century before that.
To claim parts of Karbi An-
glong as partofthe proposed
Nagalim, therefore, would
be hypocritical if the Kuki-
Zomi are being "branded as
illegal immigrants®-espe-
cially when groups like the
Biate (also part of the larger

Why destroy a
rare green lung
in the city?

Editor,

| write this letter with
deep anguish and concern
over the recent felling of
numerous trees in the Chil-
dren’s Park under the Me-

ghalaya Forest Department
in Polo Bazar, Shillong.
This green haven, nurtured
over decades, has beenrazed
reportedly to make way for
a parking lot and shopping

» mail. This not only reflects
administrative insensitiv-
ity but also raises serious
legal and ethical questions.
It is widely known that the
Hon’ble Meghalaya High
Court has imposed a ban on
tree felling and even pruning
in and around Shillong. How
then could such large-scale,
destruction of forest cover
be permitted in apublic park
under the Forest Depart*
menfs care?

The loss of this green
space isnot merely aesthetic,
it is ecological. The park
was home to countless birds,

insects, and small creatures,-

forming a delicate urban

in the EastJaintia Hills have
a much older history there
than the Rengma in Karbi
Anglong.'

Dimapur, today part of
Nagaland, itself bears tes-
timony to a non-Naga past.
The name reveals that it.was
a non-Naga area—it was the
capital of the Dimasa King-
dom during the 13th century
and remained their capital
until it was captured by ;the
Ahom ruler Suhungmung
in 1526 CE. The Dimasas/
Kacharis were, in fact, one
of the main rivals of Hima
Jaintiapur. It is therefore
clear that at least until the
16th century, the areawas in-
habited by the Dimasa. There
may have been groups th&t
are today identified as Naga;
but they were not present in

: large numbers at least until

thaHimc. .

The return of Muivah is
meant to keep the pressure
on the Indian state, especially
on the issue ofthe Naga flag
and constitution. Even ifthe
Indian state accedes to these
demands, the problem will
arise regarding the areas in
which they are to be simple-
mented. Will the Karbis and
Dimasa allow it to be imple-
mented in areds where the
Nagas themselves are recent
migrants—the same label
they apply to the Kuki-Zomi?
Will the Kuki-Zomi- accept
the land they consider their
own to come under such an
agreement? Will Arunachal
Pradesh allow Nagalim to
extend into territories in-
habited by groups that are
not Naga? Will the Meiteis
allow Nagalim to be created
in territory they claim as part
of their own history? The
road ahead for the Nagas to
realise the final outcome of
their decades-long struggle
remains difficult.

The Nagas have suffered
greatly-through all these
decades, and in my opin-
ion, the destiny of the Naga
people ought to be decided
by the Nagas themselves. But
there are other peoples, other
histories, and other realities
thathave to be considered. Is
it possible that there can be
reconciliation where lasting'
peace can be found? | am
sure there is, but concessions
must be made by both the
Indian state and the Nagas.
If both are recalcitrant, it
is the Indian state that will
hold the advantage. They
will simply bide their time
until new leadership takes
charge, and then play the de-
laying game, while the Nagas
remain cauglit between the
promise ofa future thatkeeps
receding and a present that
holds no hope. That would
be truly unfortunate.

(The views expressed in
the article, are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

ecosystem. The chopped,
branches strewn across the
site now stand as mute tes-
timony to human greed and
disregard for nature. Is con-
struction the only form of de-
velopmentwe can envision?
Could not an alternative site
have been identified for the
parking lot, sparing this vital
green lung of the city? .

To replace a children’s
park with concrete is.to
rob future generations of
pure air and water. |,urge:
the concerned authorities,
including the Forest Depart-
ment, Urban Affairs, and
the Judiciary to kindly look
into this matter urgently.
Let us not wait until every
tree is lost and every bird
silenced. '

| appeal to fellow citi-
zens, civil society groups,
and environmental advocates
to raise the.ir voices. The
park must be revived—not
just for our children, but for
the soul of Shillong.

! " Yoiirs etc.,
N.K. Kehar
Shillong-3

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors ‘and not that of
The Shillong Times -

sparks global

(SIX)'

group’s strikingrise since 2014

speculation

US media report oh govt
link to steer the group may
be a part of it

ByNantoo

The majority government-
owned Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India’s detailed
rebuttal to The Washington
Post report claiming that the
government directed JJC
to invest $3.9 billion in the
Adani group seems to lack the,
punch. A comparison of the
lately sprouted Adani group
with some Of India’s age-old
business conglomerates such
asthe Tatas,Aditya Birla En-
terprises, 1TC, HDFC Bank -
and SBI in terms of LIC’s
wider corporate investments
was probably avoidable, ifnot
totally unnecessary,

All major corporate and
institutional investment deci-
sions are based on policies
okayed by the board, after due
diligence. No one questions
the LIC board’s standard desk
work in defence of its latest
investment decision in the
Adani group. The issue is dif-
ferent. Could the investment
decision have been influenced
by the Government of India?
It is unlikely that The Wash-
ington Post, the third largest
US newspaper after The New
York Times and The Wall
Street Journal, had put up
a totally fake story on the
Adani-govemment connect.

The Washington Post re-
port was specific. It alleged
that -government officials
“drafted and pushed through -
a proposal to direct about
$3.9 billion of LIC funds
into Adani Group compa-
nies, in coordination with
LIC and NITI Aayog - ata .
time when the Adani Group
was dealing with rising debt:
and reduced access to.major :®

Banerjee

ous and span various sectors
including energy,7airports,'
and ports.' ‘

- Examples include, win-
ning bids for a 2,400 MW
power plantin Bihar, acquir-
ing stakesin airports through
a government'privatization
initiative, and gaining a lease-
on land for a solar park in
Rajasthan. Some acquisitions
havebeen controversial, such
as allegations of favourable
land deals in Bihar arid a
single-bidder scenario for a
coal block, while others were
achievedthrough government
tenders and policy changes,
such as the port concession
rules that allowed for equity
divestment.

According to reports,
Adani Power received a let-
ter of intent for a 2,400 MW
thermal power plant in Bihar,
which includes a 1,050-acre
land lease from the Bihar
government for a nominal
cost. The project’has been
criticized by ihe"Bihar Con-
gress for being a handout
to the company. The Adani

.Group got ownership of the

Gondbahera-Ujjaini coal
blockin 2022 as a sole bidder
in the government's auction.
The Rajasthan government
leased 1,600 hectares of land
to Adani__Group for a 1,500
MW solar park.

The group acquired stakes
in several airports, including
Mumbai International Air-
port, during a government,
privatization initiative. A Shiv
Sena-Congress-NCP govern-
ment in Maharashtra handed
over the Dighi port to Adani
to develop a new gateway.

western banks. According to  >The group was given a 49 per-

reports,; as of mid-2025, the
Adani Group’s total debt was
around Rs.2.6 lakh crore, a 20
percentrise in the 12 months
ended June, last. A significant
portion of this debt, roughly
half, comes from domestic
banks and financial institu-
tions, mostly under the gov-
ernment control.

The Adani group’s debt
came only second to Reli-
ance Industries (RIL), which
reported gross debt of Rs.
3,47,530 crore. RIL’s net debt
was Rs.1,17,083 crore. The
century old Tata group’s total
debt as of the current year
could be much less, varying
by company and reporting
period. For instance, Tata
Motors reported a total debtof
Rs.62,499 crore as of March
2025,’while Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) had a total
debt ofRs. 10,900 crore as of
September 30, this year. Tata
Steel reported a net debt of
Rs.84,835 crore as of June
30, last. . ;

Notably, the Adani Group
has never defaulted on its debt
servicing obligations. That
could attract the attention of
term investors, including LIC.
Also, there seems to be noth-
ing wrong ifthe government-
controlled LIC (under the
union finance ministry) man-"
agement consults its principal
stakeholders before making
a big corporate investment.
Key considerations before
financial investors in an en-
terprise include risk tolerance,
desired return, income needs
and investment horizon. A
combination of both equity
and debt is often used to bal-
ance risk and return. '

Incidentally, not all the
Ad”ni Group, companies’
credit ratings, which vary by
rating agencies, appear to be
very attractive. The Adani
Ports and Special Economic
Zone (APSEZ) debt enjoys
a AAA credit rating from
several domestic credit rating
agencies although its inter-
national rating from agen- '
cies like S&P and Moody's
is lower, seen as stable or
improving outlooks. Ratings .
can be complex, and these
are often influenced.by the
specific debt instrument, the
financial performance of the
subsidiary, and the strength of
the parent company. Overall, '
a stable outlook is being reaf-
firmed by major agencies like
S&P, Moody's, and Fitch for
several key Adani entities.:

However, it is the meteoric
rise of the Adani group since
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment came to power at the
.Centre in May, 2014, that
seems to attract the attention
of the business as well as
political circles across the
country as also in some parts
of the world. Interestingly,
Adani's acquisitions of gov-
ernment projects are numer-

cent stake in the Maharashtra
Border Check Post Network.
The Jharkhand government
awardedAdani Group an SEZ
(Special Economic Zone)
covering over 425 hectares.
Adani Power won a power
supply .contract from the
Punjab government. '
The group’s expansion
since 2014 has been enor-
mous. In 2013, the...Adani :
Group reportedly had a turn-
over ofonly Rs.47700Q crore.
The Group's consolidated
revenue for FY2025 was
Rs.2,71,664 crore. In Sep-
tember 2013, the combined
market capitalization of its
three listed entities (Adani
Enterprises, Adani Power, and
Adani Port and Special Eco*
noniic Zone) was Rs.51,573
crore. By May 2014, due to a
stock rally thatbeganin Sep- m
tember 2013, the group had
become the ninth most-valued
corporate house in India.
The group's size and rapid .
expansion drew comparisons
to the early growth-phase
of the Reliance group under
Dhirubhai Ambani, which,
also attracted a lot of critical
attention at home and abroad.
Incidentally, the book "The
Polyester Prince: The Rise
of Dhirubhai Ambani” by
Hamish McDonald is effec-
tively banned in India due to
legal threats from the Ambani
family who sought an injunc-
tion based on "anticipatory
defamation”. The book's Indi-

" an publisher,'Harper Collins,

withdrew the book before its
official release in 1997, lead-
ing to it being unavailable in
Indian bookshops.

Yet, the fact remains that
an industiy-govemment rela-
tionship, pleasantor hostile, is
not unique to India. The Tata
Ironand Steel Company, how
a global entity and the world’s
eighth largest steel producer,
was not allowed to expand by
the government in the 1970s:
It also faced a nationalisa-
tion threat from the govern-
ment. In fact, the industry-
govemment link.is a global
phenomenon. Thfoughout
history and around the world,
various fohns of interaction,
cooperation, and conflicthave
characterized the relation-
ship between industry and
government. The massive
governmentbailout forVoda-
fone Idea through two major .
debt-to-equity, conversions
in 2023 and 2025, giving the
Indian government a control-'
ling stake ofnearly 49 percent -
in the company, is designed
to prevent the collapse of
one of India’s few remaining
telecom players and preserve

' market competition. Few will

contest the fact that a possible
Adani-govemment link has
proved to be beneficial to the
country’s much-needed in-
frastructure and power sector
growth. (7/M Service)
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Dynasty, meritocracy
SENIOR parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor has stated
only the obvious - that dynastic political culture is
a serious “threat” to democracy. Dynastic, politics,
he noted in a syndicated article, “prevails across a
broad political spectrum; and it’s high time the nation
replaced dynasty with meritocracy.His take is also
that this would require fundamental reforms, from
imposing legally mandated time-limits (for those
holding positions in party and government), and
an effort to educate and empower the electorate to
choose leaders based on merit, A problem is, those
like Prime MinisterNarendraModi rarely showed an
inclination or ability to reform the system, which is
an urgent need of the hour. His baptism in the RSS
makes him a status-quo-ist.

Clearly, what should matter in governance is
leaders with merit. This merit, though, is a relative
term. Good governance involves a synergy oftalerit,
vision, education, a commitment to national causes
and above all the courage to face situations squarely.
Ideally, the one who leads the nation, or state, from
the top should be haying a clean image. However,
it is hard to zero in on a leader who combines all
these qualities in him or her. Democracy is incapable
of throwing up the right kind of leaders. What is
widely seen here is a phenomenon of loud-mouths
fooling the ordinary masses - who form the bulk
of the population - through their verbal, acrobatics
and winning elections. Voters are generally guided
also by their sectarian interests based on caste, creed
and even religion. These are sadly parts of electoral
arithmetic.

Tharoor with his wide global exposure and parlia-
mentary experience stated what’s desirable. Only an
enlightened electorate can think and acfin a manner
thatwouldhelp elect leaders with the right qualifica-
tions. Those who are qualified are often sidelined as
they may not necessarily be having the gift of the
gab to carry a crowd with them. A run-of-the-mill,
hand-in-the honeypot politician could do this woo-
ing ofthe public in a more successful manner. Most
politicians of today are mediocre but they make
this up with street-smartness and muscle-power.
Jawaharlal Nehru had the vision to transform India
in modem ways. The present crop of politicians,
many ofwhom are dynasts, lack the good qualities
of a leader, but such crooks have in their blood the
ability for manipulations to turn situations to their
personal advantage. They woo the people with
promises of doles, kits and freebies; and loot the
exchequer after formmg governments. Meritocracy
is the ideal scenario, but dynasties are thriving
with able hacking from the media. Manipulators in
politics know how to make everyone happy. In the
end, such leaders and their families laugh their way
into billionaire status, siphoning off their ill-gotten
money to tax havens on foreign shores. They are a
dime adozen, and they are helping make the. bureau-"*
crats too more corrupt. Tharoor is no dynast, but his
realization came only after his chances dimmed in
the Congress party. Compared to the greedy lot, the
Nehru family is a shade better, and still carries with
them some conviction.'

Letters to the Editor

A call for

will need to be re-taught and
we-tested. m

Many educators believe

Syl IabUS . this would be unfair and im-
Clarlty and fa”' practical. “We have already
- completed and tested the first
evaluation half of the syllabus,” says

a teacher from West Garo

Editor, Hills. “It would be unrea-

When the Department
of Education and Research
Training (DERT) issued
its notification — Letter
No. DERT/EDN/EXAM-
1X/2025/37, dated 15thApril
2025, on the Implementa-
tion of Uniform Syllabus
and Evaluation Scheme for
Classes VI to IX — it was
seen as an appropriate and a
timely step toward standard-
izing education.

The intention behind the
circular was noble: to bring
all schools under a uniform
academic framework so that
students across the state
could learn and be evaluated
on equal terms. However, as
the academic year has pro-
gressed, and the Half-Yearly
Examinations have already
been conducted in MBOSE
State Board schools, one im-
portant concern has surfaced
among teachers and parents
alike — how exactly should
the final examination be con-
ducted under this directive?

. The DERT’s letter, though
comprehensive in its vi-

sion, did not clearly mention m.

whether the syllabus was to
be divided into two terms
or if the Final Examina-
tion would again cover the
entire syllabus.. This lack
of clarity has led to wide-
spread confusion in schools.
Teachers, who have already
assessed students on the first
term’s syllabus, now wonder
whether the same chapters

sonable to expect students
to go through the entire syl-
labus once more when even
national boards like CBSE
and ICSE follow a term-wise
structure.”

In many rural and semi-
urban schools, where re-
sources are limited and stu-,
dents rely solely on class-
room teaching,the challenge
is even greater. Revising
the whole year’s syllabus
within a couple of months
would not only overbur-

: den teachers but also create

unnecessary stress among
learners. Parents, too, have
echoed this sentiment. “Our
children need focus, not
fatigue,” remarked a parent
from Tura.

e The purpose, of exams;
after all, is to measure prog-

.ress— notto test endurance.

A term-wise'syllabus divi-
sion ensures that students

’ can concentrate on smaller

portions of content, under-
stand it better, and perform
with confidence. It also al-
lows teachers to plan lessons
more effectively and evalu-
ate learning outcomes in a
balanced manner.

What is now urgently
needed is a clarified follow-
up circular from DERT,
specifying the exact syllabus
forthe Final Examination of
2025 for Classes VI to IX.
This would not only bring
uniformity across schools"
butalsorestore a sense ofdi-

2025 & A Global Shift: In 2026, stage
set for new Geopolitical Powerplay

US President Donald
Trump and Chinese leader
Xi Jinping have decided, to;
cooperate to end the Ukraine
war, with Trump saying that
the topic had come up “very,;
strongly” during their talk?,;
according to the reports of
their Oct. 30 meeting at
Busan. .-

“He’s going to heip us,
and we’re going to work
together on Ukraine,” said
Trump.

Before landing in Busan,
Trump had made it clear
that he’ll seek Chinese help
to end the Ukraine war. The'
European Union has also
expressed the same wish last
week and it’s thus an impor-
tant question as to why the
US is Seeking Chinese help
which is the top purchaser
of Russian oil and is hit by
the just levied US sanctions
on the top Russian oil com-
panies but is pressurising and
hitting at India for the same
reasons, j '

India is the second largest
purchaser of Russian oil after
Beijing and has been under
constant pressure from the
US for ending its purchase
which President Trump has
said is helping'President
Vladimir Putin run his war .
economy. Trump hiked the
tariffs on Indian exports to
50 percentjust to pressurize
India to stop purchasing oil”
from Moscow. The European

By Venus Upadhayaya

levied additional tariffs on

also a world that'America’s

China for purchasing the / enemies, when working to-

same Russian o0il? Why was
this factor used to hit the In-
dian MSMEs (Micro, Small
and Medium enterprises)
which constitute 45 percent
of India’s overall exports
and has an overall 70 percent
share in the sectors hit hard
by the US tariffs. ’

India defines MSMEs as
a major player in its overall
economic growth including
its goal to become the third
largest global economy by
*2027. -

Meanwhile the war*in
Ukraine has continued arid
to make things worse the
scheduled second in-person
meeting between Trump,
and Putin in Budapest was
also cancelled before Trump
started his Asia trip. In its
aftermath, the US treasury
went beyond the ‘tariff on
trade’approach of Trump and
on October 22 announced a
new set of sanctions against
the two biggest Russian oil
firms-Rosneft and Lukoil.

With these sanctions the
tug-of-war between India
and US and US and China
over the Russian oil has shift-
ed from tensions between the
governments and leaders to
directly between the trading
companies. The Indian and

Union has also continued ®=Chinese import of Russian

to import gas from Russia
though it has substantially
decreased from' 40 percent
in 2021 to 11 percent in
2025 and has said it’ll stop
importing completely by the
end 0f2027.

On the sidelines of the
47th ASEAN Summit in
Kuala Lumpur on Oct. 28,
European Council President
Antonio Costa in his meet-
ing with China’s Premier Li
Qiang expressed the coun-
cil’s expectation that China
will help end the Ukraine
war. m -

“l also raised Russia’s
war of aggression ,against
m/Ukraine., J;.qxpressed, the
EU’s expectation that China
helps to put an end to the
war,” Costa said while add-
ing that the war has created
an existential threat for the
European Union.

In this context, it’s impor-
tant to understand as to why
both the US and EU want to
seek China’s help to end the.
war but want to pressurize
India so that it stops purchas-
ing the Russian oil to in turn
pressurize Russia to end the
war. Why did the US not

rection among teachers and
peace of mind to students
and parents.

The DERT’s effort
throughits Letter No. DERT/
EDN/EXAM-1X/2025/37is
undoubtedly a step in the
right direction — towards
standardization and fairness.
But without a clear roadmap
for its implementation, the
system risks creating con-
fusion where clarity was
intended.

To make this initiative
truly successful, the depart-
ment should now issue an
addendum or clarification,
stating jn clear terms how
the syllabus is to be divided
between theHalf-Yearly and
Final terms.

Education must be struc-
tured, but it must also be
humane. For students, teach-
ers, and parents across Me-
ghalaya, a little clarity from
DERT would go a long way
in ensuring that fairness
remains at the heart of our
evaluation system.

Yours etc.,
] Jairaj,
Via email

Walking in
another’s shoes

Editor,

The Write-up authored by
P.atriciaMukhijn on empathy
recently was very educative

and enjoyable to read. Going ;

through the write-up took me
back to my school/college
.days as a student where we
read the poem, “Home they
brought her warrior dead/
She nor swooned nor uttered
cry/ All her maidens watch-
ing said/She must weep or

oil is thus ending or at least
substantially decreasing.
Reliance Industries, India's
biggest private purchaser of
Russian oil has already is-
sued a public statement that
it's currently “accessing the
implications including the
new compliance require-
ments.” Media reports said
Reliance Industries is “reca-
librating.”
US Wants No Hegemony
i toDominate Eurasia
The US has always fought
wars in two theatres-the At-
lantic and the Pacific and this
concentration of US power
and focus has determined
a lot of.geopolitics ;in.the
world. /Jonathan D.T. Ward

writes in his new book, “The.
Decisive Decade-American.

Grand Strategy for Triumph
Over China” that Ameri-
can strategists don’t want
any “hegemon” to dominate
Eurasia.

“A world in which two
primary theatres exist, Eu-
rope and Asia, is a world
that American strategists
have been able to manage
for decades from a position
of preponderant power. It is

she will die” That lady who
was engulfed in shock at the
sight of her dead husband’s
body could not express her
emotions. She could neither
weep nor show any feeling.

' There was no One there to
tell her, “I am.with you."
Had somebody just sat with
her and told her they are
there for her, the lady would
have been able to express
her griefopenly and got over
her shock.

Empathy is about un-
derstanding and sharing the
feelings of others. It is what
moves humans as well as
animals too. Empathy, not
sympathy is what solves
many ailments in our daily
lives. Today's social media
existence often takes an
ugly turn. Empathy is often
described as feeling with
someone as opposed to.sim-
ply feeling forthem which is
closer to sympathy.

Yours etc.,
Deepak Chhetry,
Tura

Crystal Clear
Umngot buried

« Editor,

Umngot River, once na-
ture’s gift to Meghalaya,
now a muddy broth ofprog-
ress. Who needs transparent
and clean rivers, which was
one ofthe main tourist attrac-
tionsinaTourism dependent
.State, right? The National
Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL), with
its shipy machinery and
unstoppable enthusiasm for
dumping debris, has man-
aged what centuries ofnature

gether, have tried to exploit,”
writes Ward.

Fabian Zuleeg, the Chief
Executive and Chief Econo-
mist at the European Policy
Center wrote in an analysis
titled “Russia Wants War”
that Russian maneuvers go
beyond the Ukrainian battle-
field and the former is test-

*ing “Europe’s and NATO’s
defences through airspace
incursions by drones and
fighterjets.”

Thus it’s quite visible
why both the US and EU
want an end to the war but
why would they then seek
China’s help at ending it? Is
it because Moscow and Bei-
jing have a comprehensive
strategic partnership which
gives China more leverage
over Russian leadership or is
it because Beijing has some
upperhand'in negotiating
with airthe stakeholders?
And by validating Beijing’s
leadership in Eurasia every-
one has everything to gain
including rare earths?

Trump agreed to reduce
tariffs against China to 47
percent from 57 percentin a
one-year deal after his meet-
ing with Xi in Busan. Beijing
reciprocated by resuming
its import of US soybeans,
continuing Its exports of
rare’earths to the US and

, agreed to crack down on the
fentanyl trade. But please
note .the time frame of the
one year deal!

' They did this dpal after
many tug-of-wars for trade
in 2025 including for rare
earths on which Beijing has
a monopoly? Trump had
threatened 100 percent tar-
iffs on Beijing for the new
restrictions ithas imposed on
the exports of its 'rare earths
and had even threatened to
cancel his just happened
meeting with Xi.

Last week's negotiations-
in Kuala Lumpur andthe Oc-
tober 30thmeeting happened
just to resolve this stalemate
and before Trump left for
the Asia tour he made a

mloud statement about seeking
Beijing’s help to reach outto
Russia. It appears more like
an appeasing negotiatory
move!

Ward describes four are-
nas of victory for Wash-
ington in its contest with
Beijing in his book, “The
Economic Arena, The Dip-
lomatic Arena, The Military
Arenaand the Arena of Idea”

could not, turning our Me-
ghalaya’s pride into murky
ecological disaster, so much
for “Eco Tourism” huh! The
video of Umngot river now,
is truly heartbreaking to say
the least, a true- representa-
tion of human greed, neg-
ligence, and our relentless
“talent”;for destroying what
we once called paradise.
Let’s not forget the Me-
ghalaya State Pollution Con-
trol Board (MSPCB), now
gallantly 6rdering the “im-
mediate removal” of waste
after the damage has been
done. A polite bow to the
government officials super-
vising it all, the custodians
of accountability who ap-
pear only after the headlines
break, offline in print media
and especially online. Even
Bymihat pollution, got' at-
tention only whSn it made
it to the National Head-
lines, “World’s Worst Air”
as deemed by The Indian
Express dated March 13,
2025. Type in “Bymihat” on
google and you will find all
data along with international
news covering this. Our
pride, our heart and soul has
been polluted by greed and
unsustainable development.
Tour boatmen now .paddle
through silt instead of seren-
ity, tourists squintto find the
river under the mud, and the
“eco-tourism dream” quietly
drowns under construction
waste of “development.”
Perhaps next time, we
can build a glass bridge
and bungee jump over the
ruins of responsibility. That
way, everyone can Cross
safely without getting'their
boots and hands dirty. Let
us bury ourheads in concerts
and broken roads while our

. and said, “Without victory in

one above all, the possibility
lof victory may never come
to pass.”

The developments be-
tween the US and China
can very well be fathomed
through this lens. Trump tar-
iffs were to design America’s
victory arenas and the tug of
wars denote China’s negotia-
tory ability. In fact Beijing
had started to prepare for
it after Trump’s victory in
elections-the first thing they
did was to de-escalate on the
Indian border because they
knew they Would need to
prepare and fully focus for
Trumpian times.

So eventually Trump’s
protectionist policies have
brought a lot of investments
back home, a lot of rear-
ranging of the world order
has been achieved by just-
the American maneuvering
and while this has happened
the Chinese have continued
to negotiate for their inter-
ests and their version*of the
global order. .

However, asthe year ends,
there’s status-quo across the
Taiwan strait with; Trump
saying in Busan that Taiwan

w‘never came up. That was
not discussed actually.” It
notbeing discussed carries a
louder message. Meanwhile
India has almost halted its;
purchase ofRussian oil from
the sanctioned entities before
thesigning ofits much await-
ed trade deal with,the US
which is expected to reduce
the tariffs to 15 percent. In-
dian Oil Corporation; (10C),
a state-owned oil and gas
company said it’ll continue
to buy Russian oil but from
nori-sanctioned entities.

The year is coming to
an end with a rearranged
world order where America
has amply messaged to the
world including China and
India; that their economic
rise isn’t unchecked by the
Americans.

Indians and Chinese on
the other hand have con-
tinued their “active com-
munication” on the border
related issues of the western
sector last wefek indicating
that they are preparing for
another year of geo-political
Uncertainties/The path for.
Russia has become narrower
than before and the next two
months could be the key-
the US will use the Russian
card to further negotiate with
China and vice versa but in
a different tone than it does
with India. The 2026 stage,
is all set for new geopolitical
powerplays.

Meghalaya gets featured in
“Most Polluted List” inter-
nationally.

So, who takes the onus?
The contractors? The offi-
cials? The agencies? Or shall
we blame the river itself for
not being strong enough to
withstand the weight of our
‘development’? When will
we learn from the fall of
Goa/Shimla tourism & the
recent failed cloud seeding
in Delhi, a desperate bid to
pull curtains over the sky-
rocketing AQI. Enough with
the political blame game.
We do not need statements,
we need action. Restore
what is left, and make sure
this disaster never repeats
itself ever again by putting
in strict rules to be adhered
with penalties.

| pray to the government
with folded hand to please
take action on a war footing,
the restoration of our gem,
our pride, our heart- Umn-
got River, before we go the
Goa/ Shimla way, a point
of no return. Yes, we all
want developmentbut atthis
cost? We all look towards
you with hope in our eyes,
please don’t let your mango
citizens down.

When the last tree is cut
down?the last fish eaten, and
the last stream poisoned, you
will realize that you cannot
eat money - Alanis Obom-
sawin.

Your’s etc,
Shivani Pde,.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this.page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Corruption

that boggles

the mind: How to reform
the bureaucracy

By Jagdish

A Deputy. Inspector
General (DIG) of police in'
Punjab has been arrested
in a case of corruption that
boggles the mind - auda-,
cious, obscene and grotesque
all at the same time. That
this officer could amass such’;
loot and live anormal work-
ing life in the top echelons
speaks of the extent of col-
lapse. and its normalisation
within a.bureaucracy that
once was referred to as the
“steel frame of India’VThe
rapaciousness could not be
unknown to his peers and to
the government, revealing
the extent to which deviant
behaviour is accepted in
the force. The case quickly
turned complicated with
a tussle between the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), which effected the
arrest on Oct. 16, and the
State’s Vigilance Bureau,
for custody of the accused
IPS officer, Harcharan Singh
Bhullar.

The reported seizures in
the case are eye popping -
cash worth Rs 7.5 crore, a
collection of luxury cars,
gold jewellery weighing
2.5 kg, 26 luxury watches .
and documents on about 50
immovable properties in the
names of family members
and suspected benami enti-
ties. At one leveh this is an
open and shut case of loot
and plunder, but at another,
the CBI-State tussle points to
a deeper rot, a complicated
set of connections, and mo-
tives with political implica-
tions. Whatever emerges, the
officer in question will be
hard put to defend himself

Rattanani

othemiSe works. But to buy
that complacency is to shut
the eyes to the devastation
caused by .what others have
called the curse of Indian de-
mocracy. The Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)*
Which recruits-the nation’s
top ranked ,bufeaucracy in-
cluding the IAS and the IPS
cadres, recently completed
100 years. The body would
do well to reflect on the ask
of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
from it: “The function ofthe
public service commission is
«to choose people who are fit.
for public service”.

Is the recruitment process
wrong or does the system

' have,a way of co-opting new
candidates into its club and

»its instincts of self over the
rest of India? Some of these
are difficult questionsthatare
nothelped whenthe UPSC is
,more in a celebratory mood
with a neW logo rather than,
raising deep' questions on
the meaning of merit,-how
this meritis evaluated, or the
meaninglessness of some of
its old-world testing systems
in a rapidly changing envi-
ronment.

The terms ofappointment
of officers in themselves are
cushy*and non-demanding.
They encourage the men-
tality of a life-long club
membership from which it
is difficult to be evicted. The
tenure system at the outset
encourages candidates who'
prefer the safety net of a
life-long employment at the
highest level in government,
the perks that come.with the

, appointments and a wide
range of privileges rather

with all that the CBI has ’’than curiosity, creativity and

already got against him - in-
cluding avoice call in which
the accused discusses further
steps about a bribe paid to
his middleman. ]

mThe case here is unusual
but not unique. The system
protects many, but scandals
emerge at tegular intervals,
sending periodic shocks that
reveal to us that corruption is
endemic inthe Indian system
and thrives in the bureaucra-
cy. The disease is complex,
given that it comes in vari-
ous forms and flavours and is
fUeHed by patronage politics.
Bribery is but one part of
a larger canvas-of corrupt
practices that include (par-
ticularly inthe current Indian
context) cronyism, misuse
of investigative agencies or
thatuniquely Indian coinage
called “wilful default”.

Yet, complexity isno rea-
son for allowing the disease
to continue unchecked. The
late academic and founder
ofthe Management Centre
for Human Values at 1IM
Calcutta S K Chakraborty
in a seminal paper in 1997
spoke of the difference be-
tween “gross corruption” and
“subtle unethicality”. Even
if the latter is challenging
to recognise and fight, the
former is easily spotted and
deserves to be guillotined. If
corruption is a hydra-headed *
monster, then cutting the
more visible head is more
important than discussing
which head to cut first. The
reluctance to take strong
steps breeds deep cynicism
and a sense of helplessness.
As Chakraborty put it: “Are
we heading for a sick-and-
cynical society? Will future
generations be grateful for
such a legacy, even if Ma-
terial prosperity were to
increase?”

Material prosperity,- of
course, hasiiot increased
for most Indians. Some of
the key arguments in favour
of liberalisation —that the
corrupt license-permit-Raj.
will be demolished and cor-
ruption will be checked au-
tomatically when the market
takes over - have proven
hollow. Gross corruption has
stayed, and the nation has
been burdened further by a
subtler form of a business-,
political axis of corruption
that plunders State resources
and tilts the rules at the cost
of the common man.

It is easy to argue that the
case of the DIG in Punjab
and the other sensational
ones that keep emerging are
a small part ofa system that

tlje idea of public service
that Dr. Ambedkar spoke of.
Itis possible to argue that the
service attracts candidates
for all the wrong reasons so
that the pool itselfis a kind
of corruption.

While political interfer-
ence is a valid reason for
the decline, there is also
the question ofcharacter of
the bureaucracy as a whole
when no voice is raised
against such wild violations
as encounter-killings, bull-
dozer justice or indeed the
grave violations ofthe Elec-
tion Commission alleged by
the Leader ofthe Opposition.
Rahul Gandhi and indepen-
dent Observers like Yogendra
Yadav. Instead, the IAS Of-
ficers Association thought
it fit to come to the defence
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
while.the body remained
silent on the dissent of Elec-
tion Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa, who in 2019 had
.opposed clearing the Prime
Minister and Home Minister
on charges of violating the
model code of conduct dur-
ing the elections, and saw

; his family members targeted
with income tax notices. La-
vasa was a rare officer with
high integrity.

Independence and integ-
rity have become,myths.
Bent, spines are the norm:.
The oft-heard cry to stop
political interference is a
meaningless sidebar for a "
bunch whose signature call
is to bend for Self-preserva-
tion and exploit at the first
opportunity. Experience
confirms the rottenness that
thrives. The failed system
may be beyond reform. The
bureaucrats who helped craft
the Agni Veer programme so

mthat soldiers leave after five
years need to be told that
such a programme must be
applied to the IAS and the

"IPS. Instead, time scale pro-
motions are the norm.

Babus must be held to
account for their KPIs, not
time spentor positions held.
We may need many other
shocks alongside to check
the corrupt and demand >
performance in the mould
that former prime minister V
P Singh once saw it: “W hat.
have | to do with your so-
called merit when you don’t
have a heart for the people
you serve?”

(The writer is ajournal-
ist and faculty member at
SPJIMR. Views are per-
sonal) (Through The Billion
Press) (e-mail: editor@
thebillionpress.org)



“For everygood reason there is to lie,
there is a better reason to tell the truth.”
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Between Idealism & Scepticism

THE coming together of regional political
parties comprising the Ti'pra Motha Party
(TMP), the National Peoples’ Party (NPP) and
individuals representing, strong voices in their
respective states namely Mohnlumo Kikon a
former minister in Nagaland and also former
spokesperson ofthe BJP who has since left the
Party and Daniel Langthasa, former member of
the Dima Hasao Autonomous Council has cre-
ated'ripples. However, this is not the first time
that an attempt has been made to unite regional
voices so that they can negotiate from aposition
ofstrength in the national capital where the seat
ofpower resides. The scepticism from political
observers is that both the Tipra Motha and the
NPP are allies of the BJP in their respective
states. Their views are that both these parties
should first have the courage’of conviction to
walk out ofthe BJP alliance before attempting
such an ambitious proposal. f

There is also the question as to whether all
the parties to this One North East (ONE) group
have had extensive ground I*vel consultations
with their respective party workers which is a
basic step in any democracy. After, all its the
ground level supporters that add heft to any
political party. The MLASs alone cannot decide
on behalfofthe voters when taking such a major
decision. Now there are voices of dissent even
within the NPP about Congress MLAS joining
the Party and thereby depriving their own party
members oftickets from several constituencies
in the 2028 elections. This does not augur well

for the NPP.

Also, the fact that other regional tribal politi-
cal forces from Nagaland, Mizoram and even
Assam such as the Bodo People’s Front led by
Hagrama Mohilary and the United Peoples’
Party. Liberal (UPPL) led by Pramod Boro arc
notwith the new conglomerate makes it atough
call to bring aboutregional party unity. In many
states regional parties have contested against
one another. The fact that the UPPL and BPF in
Bodoland are rival parties and in Meghalaya the
Voice ofPeoples Party (VPP) a strong contender
in the next assembly election sees the NPP as
a rival and has even given a call to all those
supporting the present government to actually
bring itdown, would make any attempt at unity

a desperate call.

It is not as if such calls for unity, were not
made in the past. The All Party Hill Leaders’
Conference (APHLC) which spearheaded the
Hill State Movement in the 1960s had included’
the Karbi people too. It was expected'that the

down the movement they backed out and the
Khasi-Jaintia and Garo people were left to pick
up the baton ofthe statehood movement. Hence
the aspiration of ONE to unite all regional po-
litical parties under a single banner and to work
unitedly for a common goal —to tell Delhi that
the North East which is treated like a distant
periphery can also organise itselfinto a force to
be reckoned with, while admirable may fall short
of its goal. Political idealism cannot disregard

realpolitik.

1 Letters to the Editor

Let me
breathe!

Editor,

Recently there was an
attempt at cloud seeding
to produce artificial rain in
Delhi in order to offset the air
pollution in the national capi
tal. The "Right to Breathe
Clean Air" is an integral part
of the 'Fundamental Right
to Life. The Lancet Count-
down on Health and Climate
Change for 2025 offers a
grim reckoning : over 1.7
million died*in 2022 due to
exposure to PM2.5 a deadly
particulate pollutants. .

The death toll'is'38%
higher than the correspond-,
ing figure in 2010. Fossil

fuels were responsible for.

44% of these deaths, with
petrol use for road transport
accounting for 2.69 lakh fa-
talities and coal from power
plants causing nearly 3.94
lakh deaths. Mortality is not
the only consequence ofsuch
poisoned air; the economic
cost from this is staggering

too. the Lancet report men-
tions that premature mortal-
ity in 2022 due to outdoor air
pollution in India translated
into afmanciaUoss of $339.4
billion, or 9.5% of India's
GDP. The wider global pic-
ture is just as disconcerting.
Twelve of the 20 indicators
tracking health threats linked
to climate change - from ex-
treme heat to food insecurity
to air pollution have reached
record highs.

It is observed that the
government often reaches
for cosmetic measures: New
Delhi's experimentation with
cloud-seeding instead of ad-
dressing the structural causes,
of environmental degrada-
tion is-a case in point. Weak
enforcement of laws and in-:
stitutional pomplicity are not
the only challenges though;
the public indifference to
poor air is shocking.

The report reveals that
if the world were to consis-
tently reduce fine particulate
pollution (PM2.5) to align
with the World Health Or-

The Blood: Hima
and the Jaintia

History is always written
by the victors ofwar and con-
quests with the assistance of
the gatekeepers ofknowledge
and education and, ofcourse,
the controllers of trade and
commerce. The atrocities and
ruthlessness ofthe Allies dur-
ingthe colonial rule and inthe
two World Wars were either
never researched or glossed
over and documented. Till
date, British school-children
are not taught the adverse
effects of colonialism. In
spite of 78 years of freedom,
Indiais still reeling under the
Divide and Rule policy ofthe
“civilising” Raj. Hopefully,
with the spread of thinking
power (realised from reading
books, physical or electronic, ;
and debates and discussions)
and with Artificial Intel-/
ligence gaining ground, the
well-hidden histories will just
be brushed under the carpet
(tep-eit miaw).

; On August 18, 2025, this
writer was tagged on Face-
book (invited through social
media) by the talented film-
maker Wanphrang Dieng-
doh for the special Shillong

By Dominick Dauni Roising Rymbai

from Shillong to Jowai an”,
Silchar, Mizoram and Tripu-
ra. On market days, irrespec-
tive of creed, small business
owners and entrepreneurs
from all over the Khasi-
Jaintia Hills would converge
at lew Smit for business
transactions and, also to pay
homage to the reigning sib-
lings'Ka Mei Syiem Sad
and U Pa’iem Syiem Smit,
the custodians of the ritu-
als and “Mraditional practices
of the reigning deity of £/
Lei Shyllong (importance of
Shillong Peak is similarto the

Sagarmatha in Nepali culture ;

of Mount Everest) and other
semi-divinities.

On a side note, if the
metropolitan mega-cities of
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta
and Bangalore could be re-
named, why can’t Shillong;
city be i%e-spelled officially
and also pronounced correct-
ly as the rightly worded-and-
spelled Shyllong? Agreed,

keepers would set up stalls
at lew Smit; the concerned
healer came all the way from'
War Pynursla area and most
probably a fellow clansman
(kur) from the Nongrum (or
Nongrymbai) or Rumnong
clan. Also, that time, period
coincided with the celebra-
tion of the Shad Pomblang
festival of Hima Khyrim.
The trip was a 4-days
3-nights holiday. The colours,
sights and sounds of Smit vil-
lage, like the Behdienkhlam
festivals of Raij Tuber, Raij
Jowai and other Raijs of the
Jaintia Hills, in that period
will always remain Carved in
my hippocampus, guess till
death do us part! Throughout,
thatperiod, the music (no au-
dio amplification tools were
used) ofthe Khasi traditional
drums (ki ksing), the flutes
(ki bisli) and the duitara, a
traditional stringed instru-
ment played by the duha-
lia (performing musicians),

“In independent and sovereign India

screening of his third film m

on Khasi ldentity trilogy,
The Blood and The Border
on August 23, 2025 at the
St Anthony’s College audi-
torium. The film dwelt on

the rituals of Hima Khyrim, .

encounters with missionaries
and today’s rising religious
intolerance and polarisation).
Over the past decade, | have
watched his previous two
films of the trilogy, Where
The 'Clouds End (2015, on
race, belonging and insider-
outsider politics) at a private
screening, in Laitumkhrah,
Shillong and Because We
Did Not Chopse (2017, doc-
umenting the indigenous
labourers, actually beasts
of burden, from present-day
independent India’s North
East at the battlegrounds of
the white man’s Great War
of 1914-1918) screened at
the Khasi National Durbar
Hall, Mawkhar. Like any
school-boy awaiting new
Christmas toys after a good
performance in the final term
exams, | waited eagerly and
patiently (5 days only, or
about 137 hours) for the date
and time of screening of the
film. The genius Wanphrang
is well-respected and award-
ed too, for the extensive and
intensive research, and aes-
thetics of his projects.

Till the late 1980s and
1990s, lew Srriitor the week-
ly market at Smit village, the
headquarters of the Hima
Khyrim (Khyrim Syiemship
and one halfofthe erstwhile;
great Hima Shyllong) occu-
pied prime importance irfthe
weeklymarkets’economy of
the Bri U Hynniewtrep (the
indigenous lands ofthe Hyn-
niewtrep people). Today, post :
the two COVID-induced
lockdowns and on a daily
basis, the thriving economic
activities have shifted to Lad

andjust before Meghalaya’ statehood,

my immediatefamily had converted to
the Roman Catholic Christianfaith
and were practising itfor close to 19

years blit the indigenous cultural bonds
and influences remained and still do.
Culture ispublic, religion isprivate!

And indigenous religious beliefs
areclan-based.”

the city is Meghalaya’s capi-
tal and populated by varied
ethnicities but majorly by
the Hynniewtrep people. The-
land on which the city stands',
is in the Khasi Hills, part
of the erstwhile great Hima
Shyllong. Land and language
are very dear to indigenous
peoples around the world.
Pride, respect and gratitude,
anyone?

Ifmemory serves meright,
in 1989 (the year, not Kong
Taylor’s album), | was taken
by my Beipoon (maternal
granny) and IJ Woh (mater-
nal grand-uncle and.still a
Niamtre adherent) to Smit for
a traditional health check-up
(thuh dawai kynbat) with
prayers, rites, chanting of
rituals and clarion call-outs,
to the ancestresses, forpyn-
ehrngiew,pyn ehkek-rngu,
pyn-ehdaw (literally Ward-
ing off evil spirits including
Satan himself and, also evil
humans).. In independent
and sovereign India and just
before Meghalaya’s-state-
hood, my immediate family
had converted to the Roman
Catholic Christian faith and
were practising it for close to
19 years but the indigenous
cultural bonds and influ-
ences remained and still do.
Culture is public, religion is
privafe! And indigenous reli-
gious beliefs are clan-based.

Smit (Smit village junction) mReputed traditional healers

on the National Highway

ganisation's (WHO) guide-

line, the average human life

expectancy could increas'e’
by an impressive 2.3 years.

The WHO, in its wisdom,

prescribes that PM2.5 con-

centrations should not exceed

5 pg/m3. Shockingly, this

leaves 1.3-billion people of
India living in perilously

polluted environments. India

bears the brunf’of this crisis,

emerging as the second-most

polluted country trailing only

behind Bangladesh.

While industrialisation
and urbanisation play piv-
otal roles in exacerbating air
pollution, it is the collective
negligence that poses an
even graver challenge. A
glaring lack of sustainable
urban planning, coupled with
inadequate air quality data
and standards, serves as a
harbinger of disaster. One
of the most,concerning rev-
elations of the report is the
minimal focus on disseminat-,
ing accurate air quality data
by governments.

For a national cause all

and indigenous knowledge-

should come forward to con-
trol pollution and address the
issue head-on. The AQL1 re-
port, although yet to undergo
peer review, underscores an
undeniable truththat particu-
late pollution, particularly
PM2.5, remains the foremost
external threat to human
health worldwide. These tiny
particles, measuring just 2.5
micrometres, can easily infil-
trate our circulatory system,
triggering myriads of health
problems.

Each Diwali, there is mas-
sive collective endorsement
for polluting crackers, their
noxious impactnotwithstand-
ing. The rise of religious
majoritarianxsm seems to
have encouraged a danger-
ous prioritisation ofpolluting
rituals over considerations
to health and environment.
eIndia can no longer afford to
treat climate-health losses as
collateral damage. The gov-
ernment must integrate clir
mate policy and the economic
consequences of climate
change with the principles

can soothe many a' restless
mind and heart. The sword
dance, in front of the ling
Sad (the ancestral house),,
of a group Of men led by a
sprightly young Pa’iem (Dr.
Balajied Sing Syiem then,
was beautifully masculine).
The sacrifice ofgoats relates
one to the syncretic Durga
Puja celebrations at the Yung
Blai (ancestral house) of Bei
Jayantia (Mother Jaintia) of
present-day Elaka Nartiang.

Growing up fond ofguns
and pistols, the firing ofguns
in the.walk of the Pa’iem
to the foothills of-ULum
Shyllong was quite an ex-
perience. The pattern and
tradition ofthe dances ofthe
young maidens surrounded
by men, on the last day of
the festival,'is quite similar
to the Chad l.aho dance of
the Jaintia Hills. Since then,
whenever | witness the Shad
Nongkrem festival, there is.
always a heightened feeling
ofkindred spirit and sense of
fraternity with the people of
Hima Khyrim.

I also grew up with storifes
of the great Hima Shyllong,
our brethren to the west. Like
typical siblings, the people of
Hima Shyllong (Khyrim and
Mylliem Syiemships now,
separated after the Anglo-
KhasiWar of 1829-1833) and
the erstwhile Jaintiakingdom
(the present-day twin Jaintia
Hills districts, and annexed

‘0f governance and right to
health, and undertake mitiga-
tory’actions across multiple
fronts .

With just 6.8 per cent and
3.7 per cent ofAsian and Af-
rican governments providing
their citizens with open air
quality data, respectively, it
is evident that information
is a rare commaodity. Equally
alarming is,the,dekth Ofair
quality standards in-these
countries. This lack of trans-
parency and uniformity per-
petuates the crisis.

There is need for a deeper
study on this issue to find
ways to bring down air pol-
lution. An even graver chal-
lenge is the glaring lack of
sustainable urban planning,’
coupled with inadequate air
quality data and standards,
serves as a harbinger for,
disaster. To get results we
should involve- people who
are fully dedicated to this
cause. Here one must quote
the example of Greta Tum-
berg of Sweden. Thunberg_
became well-known after she

Fungi Over poison:
Reimagining farming

N
by the Empire in 1825 for
strictly monetary-revenue
reasons) had their share of . Didyouknow - we are liter-
yachruit la kam ki ksaw ki ally changing the.planet, but’
miaw (fighting like cats and probably for the worse? An-
dogs). Our northern neigh_ thrc_)pocene is defined aS_ t_he
bours in the 1500s-1800s, the ~Period where human activity
Ahom chroniclers. document- alters the planet more than any
ed well the “sibiing fights” othe_r force. Currently, we are
in the Jayantia Buranji (1st at this age of the Anthropocene

-~ where our actions, from exces-
Assamese Edition, September  jye greenhouse gas emissionsto

1937 and 1st Edition English  deforestation, transform natural
Translation, January 2022). systems. Population growth in
However, should push come
to shove, the siblings would
gang-up against the common
enemy. Guess, sohlah and
salah, the local words for the
phareng import ofthe potato,
are not so different. Till date,
the Jaintia people use the
words Khasi and Khynriam
interchangeably for the Hyn-
niewtrep people, west of Kut
village near Puriang village;
there is also a Jaintia clan
called Khyriem. m

During the Jaintia Resis- *
tance of 1860-1863, “unof-
ficially-sanctioned” contin-
gents of fighting men and
women from Hima Khyrim.
went but to help in the com-,
mon struggle against the for-  excessive use has created a new
eign (phareng) enemy. It Will ~ kind of crisis. The numbers for
shock many; before, during global pesticideusage have dou-
a typical occupying military & dependency. In 2022, around

% 3.7 million tonnes of pesticides

force, there were grandma’s Were used, with apF;))Iication
oral stories of forced non-con-

per hectare increasing by more
sensual sex, or worst gang-  than 90 percent since the 1990s.

rape of some of our Jaintia  These chemicals cause environ-
women by the “low'-class” mental distress; they harm bees
soldiers and “high-class” offi- and other pollinators and Cause
cers ofthe “civilised” British  laigerproblemsby degradingthe
Crown. After, the First War soil biodiversity and also mak-
of Independence of 1857, to  ing their way into food chains.
instil fear, the Crown’s cruel, Currently around 64 percent of
treatment pf the captured or theworld’s cropland is atrisk of

. pesticide pollution,’with nearly
surrendered ffeedo”.“ flghte_rs a third facing dangerously high
was documented; in public

! levels. For humans, the effects
squares, the leaders were tied  gpe equally alarming, an esti-
to the cannons’ mouths and  mated 385 million cases ofacute
blown off to pieces. pesticide poisoning occur each

The horrors of the “little, year worldwide, Causing;about
war of resistance” and the 11,000 deaths, while chronic
brutality ofthe victor in its af-  €Xposure leads to respiratory
termath isyetto be researched  diseases, neurological disorders

and documented. The legends and even cancer. Children are

- especially prone to these ill ef-
ary U Woh Kla.mg Nangbah fects with studies reporting thar
was not hanged; he was mur-

. up to 90% children exposed to
dered publicly to tame down  pesticides in food carry detect-
the proud rebellious Jaintias.

able pesticide residues.
The people (kikhun ki hajar)

Additionally, fertilizers used
,0fHima Khyrim stood by and  infarmingrelease nitrous oxide,
lor the Jaintia people, then!

a greenhouse gas nearly 300
KhubleiShibun, Chihajaar times more potent than carbon

Ngooh, Hima Khyrim: dioxideaddingto climate change
Interestingly, this year,

which in turn will affect agri-
the Christian All-Saints Day culture. Without effective and
All-Souls Dky and World

broadly adopted alternatives,
this vicious cycle will onlyjeop-
Sunday School Day and the  ardise the future ofthe planetas
Festival day. fall within the
same 8-days week ofthe Hyn-

millions still go hungry.

As a response to these chal-
niewtrep people. Andwith all  lenges, many solutions have
the talks of DEI (Diversity, been put forward. On the bio-
Equity and Inclusion), -the logical front, improved crop
erstwhile Hima Shyllong and.  Varietieseitherbredthroughcon-
the erstwhile Jaintiakingdom ~ Ventional methods or developed
were well-known for their throughigenetic engineering

- . o have been designed to produce
diversity, egalitarianism and o yield and exhibit pest
inclusivity. '

g resistance. While technological
May this Shad Pomblang

v A interventions include preci-
festival bless all the varied

val sion agriculture using satellites,
ethnicities that”populate the dronesand sensorsto efficiently
jurisdictional areas of, the

incorporatewater, fertilizers, and
great erstwhile Hima Shyl- pesticides in the field. Different
long and the great erstwhile

approaches such as .organic
Jaintia kingdom and‘Indians farming altogether refrain from
in general.

the use of synthetic chemicals
- and substitute them with com-
(Views expressed are g erop rotation, and natural
strictly personal: Email:- pest Control. Alongside, the.
dauni.roising@gmail.com)  application, of micro-organisms
such as bacteria and/or fungi
is being explored to. enhance
plant growth and impart disease
resistance. '
Application of fungi in the

ds as inoculants (solutions
containing, fungi) has been of

challenge which has ampli-
fied the consequences of these
actions. It has put pressure on
essential resources including
habitable land, water and specifi-
cally food. v
‘Global population is cur-
rently at 8 billionand is expected
toreachnearly 10billionby the
year 2050. This means that ag-
riculture, whichisunder a lot of
strain already, must keepproduc-
ingmore. fromlesserlandand in
amuch harsher climate.

When a similar challenge
was presented duringthetime of
the Green Revolution, chemical
fertilizers and pesticides Were a
quick, seemingly effective solu-
tion, They helpedincreas'e crop
yields andcurb faminesbuttheir

1

protested outside the Swedish
parliament in 2018, when she. fiel
was 15. She held a sign saying
"School Strike for Climate,"
to pressure the government
to meet carbon emissions arebeingstudied fortheirabil ity
targets. Her small campaign to form symbiotic relationships
had a global effect, inspiring “with plants to facilitate nutrient
thousands of young people
across the world to organise
their own strikes. By Decem-
ber 2018, more than 20,000.
students - from the UK to
Japan -.had joined her by
skipping school to protest.

A year later, she received
the first ofthree Nobel Peace
Prize nominations for climate
activism. We need to.find
such dedicated person's to
make the mission, for fighting
for cleaner air a successful
one.

times. Many important fungi

from harmful pests. Additiont
ally, some fungi, referred to as
endophytic fungi, live inside
plants and impart tolerance to
drought and salinity.

Many recent formulations axe
using these properties of fungi to
createfungal inoculantswhichcan
be added to soils or seeds to sup-
port plant growth. This not only
improves plant health holistically
but also restores balance and is a
betteralternativeto chemicalsthat
simplyadd nutrients, kill pests but
also causemajordisruptionsinthe
ecosystem. In summation, fungal

Yours etc.,  jnoculants can boostyields while
Yash-Pal Ralhan,  reducing chemical dependence
Viaemail andimproving soil health. .

While the above-mentioned ;

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address apd
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite .
details will be published.

solutions exist, each ofthem car-
,ries certain limitations. Geneti-
cally engineered crops are often
expensive to develop, require
regulatory approvals and have .
previously attracted skepticism

particular interest in recent .

By Keshika Gajbfiiye

and resistance from farmers
and consumers. Precision ag-
riculture' while being a solid
concept, requires expensive,
equipment, infrastructure and
technical expertise, making it
inaccessible to small land.hold-
ing farmers. Organic fanning,
while being environmentally
friendly, does not match con-
ventional farming practices in
terms of yield and may not be

recent years is a contemporary meffective to meetglobal food de-

mand or,fanner expectations.
- Despite being an effective
concept and an alternative
.approach, current fungal in-
oculants have a few open ends
to resolve. In comparison to
chemicals which are generally
implemented as one sizefitsall,
fungal strains are susceptible
to factors such as soil type,
climate, and crop variety. Also,
fungal inoculants take time to
come to effect as they need to
. establishthemselvesinthefield
to show benefits. Additionally,
, thereare lojgisticchallengeswith
transport and storage as'fungi
are living creatures”mid have
a shorter shelflife as compared
to chemicals. These restrains
discourage farmers frommaking
a shift from the use ofchemicals
to fungi-based products. Without
clear and guaranteed results, ;
' fannersarchesitantto adoptthese
products, and rightly so because
of the economic pressure to de-
liver reliable harvests. Another
challengewiththeseinoculantsis
reguMonandproduction. Unlike
standard fertilizers or pesticides,
microbial inoculants. may dif-
fer in terms of active organism.
used and the preparation (liquid,
powder, pellets). This makes
quality control inconsistentacross
markets and, may resultin mass
-production of ineffective prod-
ucts, the regulations associated
withregistrationoftheseproducts
are alsomuchmore complicated
andtime; consumingas compared
to chemicals, which discour-
ages: manufacturers and creates
a divide between-the number of
chemical-based products and
microbial products available in
the market. '

Addressing these issues may
require an inter-disciplinary ap-
proach. An initial starting point
ofunderstanding is to limit the
use of chemical pesticides and
fertilizers as they produce ill
effectsthatwill only alleviate as
the Anthropocene moves ahead
with population growth in the
coming years; A combination
of technologies such as that
of improved fungal inoculants
with artificial intelligence (Al)
to match specific fungal strains
to soils, crops and climate may
e asolutionto these problems.
Precision agriculture while still
associated with the costs, when
integrated with Al may have
an increased effectiveness. Ad-
vances in genetic engineering
may be used to create tailored
fungal strains that are. more -
resilientand stablewitha longer
shelflife and an enhanced pro-
duction of relevant biological
products.

Building farmer trust is
equally important in parallel to
these technical advancements.
Trainingprogramsthatcanhelp-
farmers understand how fungi
differ from chemicals and how
they "may be slower but are an
environmentally sustainable
solution! Additionally, involv- «
ing important stakeholders to
strengthen this'approach may
promotetheirbetter adoptionto
really bring about a change. To
illustrate, policy support mak- ’
ing fungal inoculants more ac-
cessible and affordable through
incentives or subsidies may
promote adoption.-

Together .these strategies
may significantly reduce agri-

eculture’s dependence on chemi-
cal inputs and'allow them to
address food production chal-
lenges while, not feeding into

and water uptake and protection s the concept of Anthropocene.

*Meeting global food de-
mand in the Anthropocene is
not just about producing more
food but is about doing so in
ways that preserve ecosystems,
human health arid stabilize the
-climate. Synthetic shortcutswere
avaluedsolutionofyesterday but
have created today’s problems.
Fungi as an alternative promotes
synergy rather than dominion.
By troubleshooting previous is-
suesthroughmodemtechnology
such as Al and genetic engineer-
ing, we can create better fungd m
inoculants for a productive and
sustainable agricultural system
which can nourish the people
andthe planet.

Using the soil that’s under-
neath our feet to work with
nature and not against it can
define the future of food.

(TheauthorisPhDScholar
at Plaksha University, Mo-
Itali)



Man can learn nothing except by goingfrom,

the known to the unknown”
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Taming of Trump
THE installation of a new mayor for New York, the
world’s most high-profile city, need not necessar-
ily attract global attention in normal course. Yet,
the election of young, dapper Sohram Mamdani as
the nominee ofthe Democratic Party has created a
sensation notjust in the US but elsewhere too. The
34-year-old, whose mother is Indian-Punjabi- ori-
gin film director Mira Nair and father ah Ugandan
academician, is the youngest mayqr there in the
past over a century. Significantly, his quote from
Jawaharlal Nehru’s celebrated ‘tryst with destiny’
speech heralding India’s Independence in 1947,
touched on the transition from “the old to the new”
for a city of less than nine million people. With a
progressive mindset, which made President Trump
label him as a Communist anarchist, Mamdani is
obviously a rebel, a social democrat as he put it -
and looks at matters from refreshingly new ways.
Mamdani’s future growth in public life would be
keenly watched."Yet, what gained more attention
now is his half-Muslim origin, set-against recent

global-tumults, terrorism,

and in the backdrop ofthe

Clash of Civilization theories.
Donald Trump has reason to feel more irritated at
this electoral verdict widely seen as a vote against
his rash administrative styles. Trump’s reform
measures are seen as whimsical and hurting, the
economic interests of a wide spectrum of society.
Worse, house-rents are “unbearable” for those who
hire apartments in New York. Withpressure growing
on the residents by the day, Republicans obviously
bore the brunt. What, came as an added advantage to
the Mayor-elect was his religious orientation. A tenth
ofNew York’s population are Muslim settlers drawn
mainly from countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan,
Africa and elsewhere. Most taxi drivers in the mega
city are Muslims; as also substantial segments ofthe
low-paid workforce. A fourth ofthe Muslims in the
.US are living in New York. Itwould also appear that
labour unions, carrying red flags, stood by Mamdani.
Communists, failing to make a mark in the epicenter
of capitalism since the party’s arrival in the US a
century ago, claim a membership of no more than
22,000. Yet, all these forces joined hands to ensure
.the defeat ofthe Republicans, sending strong signals
‘to the Trump administration and by extension the
Republicans. The icing on the victory cake was,
perhaps, the firm Muslim backing for Mamdani.
Despite the surprise policy shifts aimed at
strengthening the American economy, Trump would
now be increasingly on the defensive. The defeat
ofthe Republicans in the mayoral polls is bound to
cause a chain reaction within the ruling establish-
ment. In a matter of 10 months, Trump has antago-
nized many at home and many more nations abroad
as well. Whether the United States can absorb the
shocks from Trump’s series of new policy formula-
tions is worth a watch. The Democrats are waiting
in the wings*but would require patience for three
more years to dream of a return to power even as
the public mood is visibly surcharged against the

incumbent President.
Letters to the Editor

After loan
closure, why
should borrowers
suffer oh account
of bank’s delay?

Editor,/

. TheReserveBank ofIndia
(RBI), through its directive
dated 13th September 2023
(RBI1/2023-24/6Q DoR.MCS.
REC.38/01.01.001/2023-
24), has unequivocally man-
dated that all banks must
return a borrower’s original
property documents within
thirty days of full and final
loan repayment. The same
circular also stipulates that
any delay beyond this pe-
riod entitles the borrower to
appropriate compensation.
The intentbehind this direc-
tive is clear — to safeguard
borrowers from institutional

"indifference and to uphold-
transparency and account-
ability within the banking
sector.

Yet, the reality on the
ground tells a different story.
Many borrowers, especially
from smaller towns and re-
mote regions, continue to be*
entangled in procedural de-
lays, confusion, and avoid-
able inconvenience even
after repaying their loans in
full. I wish to recount my
personal experience— not in
grievance, but to highlight a
systemic issue that demands
urgent introspection.

After closing my home
loanunderthe Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
scheme through the State
Bank of India (SBI), Tura

branch, nearly four months
ago, | anticipated a smooth
“handover of my original
property documents. Instead,
despite multiple visits to my
home branch, the documents
mave notbeenreleased. Sub-
sequently, | received a letter
from SBI’'s RASMHCCC,
Shillong, directing me to
collect my title deeds from
their office within fifteen-
days, warning that a penalty
of Rs 1,000 plus GST per
quarter would be leyiedfor
any delay. .

This directive is both un-

reasonable and distressing.
"My loan was*sanctioned,
serviced, and repaid entirely
through the Tura branch.
It defies logic and fairness
to compel a borrower from
the Garo Hills to travel,
more than 300 kilometers to
Shillong — at personal cost,
and inconvenience— simply
to retrieve documents that
should have been automati-
cally dispatched within the
RBI’s prescribed timeline.

. The very essence of the
RBI’s directive lies in pro-
tecting borrowers from such
institutional delays'. When'
banks fail to release property
documents promptly or shift
responsibility between of-
fices, they not only violate
regulatory’'norms but also

merode tHe public’s faith in
the efficiency and empathy
ofthe banking system.
Borrowers who have
demonstrated financial in-
tegrity and discipline by
repaying every rupee of
their lop deserve courtesy,
not indifference; efficiency,
not red tape. Therefore, one

One North East: What Magic
Will Make It Tick

By Patricia Mukhim

Like all political com-
mentators worth their salt
the first question that arises
about the newly floated re-
gional front ofthe North East
is - will it work? This is a
genuine question considering
that such attempts have been
tried, tested and failed. This
time the heirs ofthe progeni-
tors of such regional party
unity have tried their hand at
it again; So, what are the key
factors that could make this
regional force tick and what
could blow it apart. The last
thing-one wishes to do is to

pour cold water on an idea, '

especially if its ge'nuine and
has the larger interests ofthe
“people” at heart. But the
word “people” read faid-
bynriew’and ‘ki paidbah’in
Khasi - are two words most,
bandied about by politicians,
so much so they create an
immediate revulsion. The
‘people’ are an amorphous
entity as is what political
thinkers term as “the idiom”
that suggests nothing other
than a figment ofthe political
imagination.

It is a fact that the mover
and shaker of this political
convergence is Pradyot Man-
ikya Deb Barmathe scion of
the Tripura royal family and
currently elected member of
the Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Council,
but a formidable political
player who is a thorn in the
flesh o.f the BJP.although
his party the TIPRA Motha
is its alliance partner in the
state assembly. Interestingly,
Pradyot Manikya’s sister,
Maharani Kriti Singh Deb-
barma the present MP also
won the Tripura East seat
from the BJP.

Pradyot Manikya, Con-
rad Sangma of the National
Peoples’ Party (NPP),and
Mhonlumo Kikon the for-
mer BJP leader and former
minister from Nagaland who
.recently resigned from the
party are the three main
champions of this regional
outfit. What political ob-
servers question is why the
Pradyot- led TIPRA Motha
and the Conrad Sangma led
NPP are still in alliance with
the BJP and why they have
not called it quits. It is this
strange alliance ofthe TIPRA
Motha and the NPP with the
BJP that is mind boggling.

In- Meghalaya the BJP
won only two seats and the
NPP currently has 33 MLAs.
The NPP therefore is not
compelled to have any truck
with the BJP but realpolitik
demands that the party rul-
ing at the Centre, must be
humoured so that the money
tap keeps running. If the tap
runs dry it will.be well-nigh
impossible for states to gen-

must ask why should a
borrower suffer for a delay

that clearly originates within.
the bank’s own system? If:

the RBI mandates compen-
sation for such lapses, it is
only fair that banks uphold
this accountability in both
letter and spirit.

The State Bank of India,

. as die nation’ largest pub-

>

lic sector bank, must set a
precedentby streamlining its
post-loan procedures. Once
a lo$n is closed, the bor-
rower’sdocuments shouldbe
seamlessly returned through
the, home branch within the
stipulated thirty days —
without imposing travel,
expense, or mental stress
upon the customer.
Financial inclusion is
not merely about granting
loans; it is ab.out ensuring
" dignity and transparency at
every stage of the banking
experience — from the first
signature tp the final settle-
ment. Rural and hill-region
borrowers, who often face
logistical and economic con-
straints, deserve to be treated
with empathy and fairness,
not as afterthoughts of an
impersonal system.
Furthermore,’l appeal
to the concerned bank au-
thorities to issue a clear
statementregarding the sub-
;sidy compgnent under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PM'AY) scheme linked to
my loan, as this remains
unexplained even after full
repayment. Transparency
in this regard is vital to
maintaining public trust in
.both government-supported
schemes and the institutions

erate their own revenue for
development purposes. Also,
there are ways by which the
current BJP regime has tried
to queer the pitch for those
states where it has no stakes
in. This political compulsion
faced by all states in the
North East is what compels

' them to cavort with a politi-

cal party they would rather
not sleep with.

Pradyot Manikya and
Conrad Sangma both scions,
of political stalwarts have
made one thing clear - they
are not for or against any
national j>arty but are deter-
mined to add heft to a com-
bined regional front so that
the voices of the indigenous
people of the region are not
subsumed by national pri-
orities since the northeastern
states because of their geo-
strategic iocation need to be
paid adequate attention to.
The factthat Mohammed Yu-
nus who heads the caretaker
government in Bangladeshi
is repeatedly referring to the
region as being landlocked
and that he includes the
north-eastern "states along
with China as part ofa larger
eastern economic corridor :
and that India did not even

8 respond adequately to this

audacious claim, often makes
the people of this region
wonder what the; national
government isreally thinking
and whether the occasional
laudatory statements such,
as calling the eight states as
the Ashtalakshmi of India are
only meant to humour us in
the region.

e Having said that, the
members of One North East
(ONE) needto getreal about
this ambitious move. The
first question thatlarises is
whether the large swathes of
people.that are card carry-
ing members of the TIPRA
Motha and the. NPP have
been,consulted before float-
ing this new regional outfit.
Ground level consultations

,suggest that the leaders care

forthe opinions oftheir party
workers and that they will be
on board this new ship that
has just been launched. Are m
all the MLAs of the above

Bodo People’s Front led by
Hagrama Mohilary and the
United Peoples’Party Liberal
(UPPL) led by Pramod Boro
are notwith the newly floated
regional political assemblage
poses a challenge to regional
party unify. In many states
regional parties, have con-1
tested against one another.
The fact that the UPPL and
BPF in Bodoland are rival
parties and in Meghalaya
the Voice of Peoples Party:
(VPP) a strong contender in
the next assembly election
sees the NPP as a rival and
has even given a call to all
.those supporting the present,
governmentto actually bring
it down, would make any
attempt at unity a desper-
ate move. Also, Mhonlumo
Kikon a key partner of ONE
has notbeen able to negotiate
with the Nationalist Peoples
Progressive Party (NDPP) to
get it to come on board. To-
day inNagaland the NDPP is
ruling the roost. Will Kikon
manage to lure Neiphiu Rio
tojoin the regional mahagat-
bandhan?

, The call for a united re-,
gional political alliance is
however not a novelty. At-
tempts have been made inthe
pasttoo by Pumo A Sangma,
the only north-easterner to
have held the post of Speaker
in the Lok Sabha. When he
decided to be a contender
for the post of President
of India, he wanted to get
in through the support of
a united regional front, but
that attempt was scuttled by
national political parties. It is
not a politically nai've step to
call for regional party unity
if the objectives are clearly
stated and people buy into
the idea: Both Conrad Sang-
ma and Pradyot Manikya
have stated unambiguously
that the attempt to unite re-
gional voices comes from the
need to negotiate with Delhi
from a position of strength
and not as subordinates of
the national parties.

This synergy between
regional parties also has its
genesis in the slow imple-
mentation ofthe terms ofthe
tripartite agreement signed

two parties in sync with mon March 2, 2024, between

the proposed move? Noth-
ing works like ground level
consultation. It tells people
that their views matter and
that unstinted support from
the ground up is what will
strengthen this new alli-
ance.

Also, the fact that oth-

mer regional tribal political

forces from Nagaland, Mi-
zoram, Arunachal Pradesh
and even Assam, such as die

implementing them.

In an era where digi-
tal banking,and customer-
centric policies are widely
celebrated, such procedural
lapses reveal a widening-
gap between principle and
practice. It is time for major
banks to bridge that gap =
not through rhetoric, but
through responsible action.

Borrowers have fulfilled
their obligations with hon-
esty and patience. It is now
for the banks to reciprocate
— with integrity, efficiency,
and respect.

Yours etc;,
Jairaj,
Tura

The legacy
of Wangala
and Shad

Nongkrem

Editor,

History has always been
fascinating because it shines
the light on the roots of our
origins. Meghalaya’s cultural
heartbeat echoes through two
grand harvest festivals, Wan-
gala pfthe Garos and Shad
Nongkrem of the Khasis.
Both celebrate gratitude, har-
mony, and the sacred bond
between humans and nature.
The Wangala Festival, often
called the 100 Drums Festi-
val, honours Misi Saljong,
the Sun God of fertility,
marking the end of the ar-
duous harvest season with
rhythmic drumming, dance,
and offerings. Meanwhile,
Shad Nongkrem unfolds in
Smit, the cultural heart of

the Government of India,
the Government of Tripura,
and the TIPRA Motha to
address all issues related
to the:indigenous people
of Tripura in a time-bound
manner, which was seen by
Pradyot Manikya as tardy
and lacking commitment on
the partofthe Government of
India. Pradyot is particularly
anxious aboutthe indigenous
tribals of Tripura who do not

the Khasi Hills, where ritu-
als and dances give thanks
to Ka Blei Synshar and the
ancestors for-prosperity and
a bountiful harvest.

In stark contrast, the
Umngot River, once known
as Asia’s cleanest, now faces
an ecological crisis, a mirror
to us humans, reflecting how
far we have drifted from bal-
ance and ustainable long term

. development. These festivals
were never mere' traditions;
they were reminders to live
in gratitude and alignment
with Ka Mei Ramew (mother
earth). Teaching the younger
generation about these fes-;

. tivals is not just preserving

culture, but reviving the
wisdom our ancestors lived
by, that harmony with nature
isthe truest form ofprogress.
xRemembering the legend of
U Lum Sohpet.Bneng, lest
we forget- 'Ka Tip Briew
Tip Blei.' (know man, know
God), 'Ka Tip Kur Tip Kha'.
(know kith and kin), and
'‘Kamai ia ka Hok' (earn with
honesty).
Your’s etc.,
Shivani Pde,
Via email

Unified regional
platform
deserves a fair
chance

Editor,

The editorial “Between
Idealism & Scepticism” (ST
6th November 2025) made
interesting reading and this
development is more than
electoral. It is a narrative
infrastructure experiment. If

enjoy land rights like other
indigenous tribes in other
states of India. In Tripura
land is owned by the gov-
ernment. Pradyot has been
negotiating that such land
rights be returned to the trib-

.als but in vain.

Negotiating with the Gov-
ernment of India is a slow
and exhausting process as
the Nagas will attest. The
peace accord signed in 1997
and again ratified in 2015 in
the form of the Framework
Agreement have not/made
any progress. In 2015, til
Muivah the NSCN(IM) su-
premo had reportedly given
up the sovereignty demand.
Now back at'his birthplace
after over five decades, the
NSCN (IM) leader has reiter-
ated the sovereignty demand.
Hence negotiating with Gov-
ernmenteof India is a case
of one step forward, two
steps, backwards. The pro-
cess leads to fatigue which
perhaps bothers Pradyot and
others in similar situations.

Hence the case for' ONE
is a strong one provided all
stakeholders buy into this’
idea and support it whole-
heartedly. There will be crit-
ics and antagonists for any
new idea and as tribals we
have some congenital be-
havioural problems which
is to put down an idea even
before it has taken shape.
Those who criticise unfor-
tunately don’t have better
options to offer to strengthen
regional party unity. The
VPP is one such party that
has launched scathing attacks
on the NPP and even urged
the MLAs supporting the
NPP-led governmentto bring
down the MDA-2 govern-
ment. Granted that, there are
serious governance issues in
some departments headed by
those who use the govern-
ment to furthertheir business
deals. This is where Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
has to push the brakes on
such attempts at personal
aggrandisement atthe cost of
the people ofMeghalaya. To
Pradyot Manikya’s credithe
isnot inpolitics to further his
personal goals. This has been
evident over the years. =

As far as the VPP is con-
cerned it should focus at
providing good governance
in the Khasi Hills District
Council where it is duly
elected to lead. Not much is
visible on the ground as yet
asifar as.eco-restoration of
rivers and forests are con-
cerned; The Umgot River
is the brief of the KHADC.
So it’s important for leaders
to be less critical and more
open to new ideas. No single
person is the repository ofall
wisdom. We live and learn| m

successful it; could reframe
federalism through indig-
enous epistemologies, not
justadministrative decentral-
ization. Mostregional parties
remain state-centric. Migra-.
tion and demographic shifts
have made “indigeneity” a
contested concept, compli-
cating efforts to build a uni-
fied regional platform. With
BJP dominant, in Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura
and BJP led in Assam and
the Congress declining, the
proposed new party could
emerge as athird pole target-
ing the 25 Lok Sabha seats
in the region. However; past
attempts at pan-Northeast
unity have faltered due to lin-
guistic, ethnic and religious
diversity. The surface para-
doxes are whether a party
can unify sub-nationalist and
pan-regional visions without
eroding either? The purpose
“To unify regional voices,
protect indigenous rights
and negotiate with thg Centre
from a position of collective
strength” is practical. It may
not be fair to write-off this
development at this stage but
observe how things unfold
as politics is not static but
dynamic. It is a living sys-
tem, not a fixed structure. It
breathes, shifts and evolves
with every narrative, protest,
policy and paradox. '

Yours etc;

VKLyngdoh,
Via email
Avrticles and letters ap-

pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Robert Clements

Batting for.God,.!

And so our wonderful
brave courageous girls won
the World Cup for India. |
am sure you saw the winning
match: I am.sure your living
rooni echoed with cheers and
whistles. But what| want to
talk about today is the inter-
view ofJemimah Rodrigues
who with an unbeaten one
hundred and twenty seven
against the mighty Aus-
tralians steered the Indian
women’s‘cricket team into
the. World Cup final! There
she stood, tears cruising
down a fired, yet radiant
face, and instead ofboasting,
about her shots or her tim-
ing, she kept repeating that
all glory belonged to God.
She even quoted scripture as
she spokeJt was refreshing,
like a cool sea breeze after a
humid day.

In a world where success
often leads to arrogance,,
here was a young woman
who remembered who really
swung the bat. Yes, she was
the one at the crease, but
she knew there was another
Power steadying her nerves,

«

sets you up for grace in the
spotlight.

* And where should grati-
tude be voiced. Only inside
church walls. Only at the

. family table. Or out in the
open where the marketplace
can hear. Gratitude that ven-
tures beyond a safe comer
becomes a testimony. When
you say, God helped me,
in the wide public square,*
two things happen. Heaven
smiles. And someone listen-
ing discovers that faith can
stand tall in stadiums and
boardrooms and television
studios. Faith does not fear
bright lights.

There is a warning here
for the rest of us. Ifall .you
hear from*a hero or a leader
is 1 did it, then wait. The fall
will come. You cannot plant
pride and harvest peace.
But if you hear, God helped
me, and you see a life that

s reflects that confession, you
can expect steady progress.
Because God trusts those
who will return the. crown
foHim. Jm

So here is a Suggestion
for the coming week. Keep

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

guiding her judgment,“and
placing her strokes.

What a lessoi) for our
achievers, politicians, and

corporate captains. Imagine.

if our leaders, after a suc-
cessful felection or a quarter
ofgood profits, were to say, |
thank God for His grace, in-
stead of, It was my strategy,
my brilliance, my vision.
Humility disarms pride.
Gratitude opens the door to
greater achievements.

Humility is not weakness.
Itis strength tinder control. It
is knowing that even though
you have talent, the spark
that lights it came from
above. Many amighty leader
has fallen not because of a
clever opponent but because
ofhis own swollen head. The
moment you start thinking
you are god, as many ofour
leaders appear to think, the
countdown begins. Pride
puffs up, reality pricks, and
the.fall follows.

Look around and you will
see the signs. Our cities are
filled with faces of men and
women who believe they
alone built the nation. Their
pictures glare at us from,
billboards, brochures, and
banners, as if a smile can fill
apothole pragrin can mend

abroken bridge. Ifonly they :

realised that beauty fades
faster than the ink oh those
posters. Jemimah showed us
what it means to be grounded
while being lifted high. She
taught us that you can hit a
century and still bend your
knee. Thatitispossible to .be
confident without being con-

ceited. Thatjoy can be wide '

and deep when.it is shared
with its Source. Her voice
that day did nottremble from
fear. It trembled from awe.
She knew she had been used
for something larger than
herself That is. the sweetest
kind of triumph.

Scripture says that who-
ever can be trusted with
little can be trusted with
much. That is not merely a

verse to learn by heart. It is .

a way to live. Jemimah did
not begin her gratitude with
a tentury. She began when
no camera looked her way.
Thank you for another day.
Thank you for strength to
train. Thank ypu for a coach
who corrects. Thank you

for the chance to try again..

Gratitude in the shadows

a small notebookt Each eve-
ning write three reasons
to thank God. One may be
big, like a target reached:
One may be ordinary, like a
warm cup oftea shared with
a friend. One may be hidden,
like a temptation resisted. At
the end ofthe week read the
list aloud. You will discover
that gratitude changes your
eyesight. Youbeginto notice
mercy where earlier you
noticed only noise. And as
your gratitude grows, your
courage grows with it.
Because courage and
gratitude are cousins. Grati-
tude makes you brave in
success,; since praise goes
upward and prideldoes not
bloat. Gratitude makes you
brave in failure, since you

remember past mercies and *

refuse to give up. Jemimah’s
interview held both kinds
of courage. She refused the
easy story of selfglory, and
she embraced the better story
of God’s grace. '

Kudos to a young crick-
eter who batted for God.
May more ofus learnto play
our innings the same way.
With courage that does not
swagger. With; grace that
does not fade. With gratitude
that speaks plainly in private
and inpublic. Because when
you play for Him, you never
truly get Out. Even When the
scoreboard says your time at
the crease is over, your wit-
ness keeps scoring in hearts
that heard you give thanks.
m  So when your next op-
portunity comes, Whether
it is a meeting room or a
classroom or a quiet kitchen”
pick up the bat that is yours.
Prepare well. Work hard.-
Then look up and say, Help
me Lord. And when the
boundary arrives, look up
again and say,. Thank You
Lord. If that becomes your
rhythm, the field before you
will feel wideband the audi-
ence above will smile.

Bat for God, and you
will discover the secret that
Jemimah shared without a
sermon. The game chang-
es when gratitude takes
strike...!

You can requestfor Bob's
Bantef by Robert Clements
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by-sending him
your name andphone num-
ber on bobsbanter@gmail.
com .



Masteryour craft, be nice andstay humble.”

Erick Morillo
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Meghalaya’s Extractive Economy
RECENT reports o f the Justice (retired) BP Katakey one
man committee that the state government has failed to
recover Rs 5.30 crore from 15 coke oven plants and over
Rs 1.71 crore from M/S Sakambari Ferro Alloy Pvt Ltd is
aworn outnarrative. Firstly, the state government is slack
about recovering the fines imposed-on these companies
that have been penalised for polluting the environment
and their continued operation o fcoke units despite the ban
by the National Green Tribunal. In its 33rd interim report™
the. BP Katakey Committee said it has been apprised by
the government-constituted Coal Audit Committee (CAC)
about the completion of audit of source of coal utilised
by the coke oven plants, ferro alloy plants and cement
thermal power plants in East and West Jaintia Hills, West
Khasi Hills and South West Khasi Hills districts.

The CAC found 15 defaulting units which purchased
36,353 MT coal from illegal sources for which a penalty
of Rs 5.30 crore was to be recovered and the recovery
process has only just begun. As regards the ferro alloy
plants, the CAC apprised that the audit of source of coal
used by M/S Sakambari FerroAlloy PvtLtd is completed
and a fine of Rs 1.71 crore is levelled on the company
towards royalty, cess on royalty, GST and MEPRF and
the recovery process for the amount fined haf started.
From the BP Katakey report what emerges is an indict-
ment ofthe use of locally dug coal despite the NGT ban
since 2014. It points to the complete lack of monitoring
ofthe illegal activities that carry on unabated in the coal
mines of East Jaintia Hills, West Khasi Hills and Garo
Hills. The reported disappearance 0 f4000 MT tonnes of
coal recently and the flippant answer given by a minister
ofthe government that it was washed away by rainwater
shows that illegality is allowed to thrive in the state. This
happens because profit has become more important than
people and the planet. This extractive capitalism thrives
on draining natural resources at the cost of causing harm
to communities and ecosystems. This is a model that
prioritizes short-term gains for the few at the expense
of long-term sustainability for the many. Extractive
capitalism is an economic model based on the aggressive
extraction of natural resources to generate maximum
profit. Itprioritizes wealth accumulationfor a small elite,
at the expense o fenvironmental health, social equity, and
long-term sustainability. The system thrives on short-term
gains by disregarding the irreversible damage it causes to
ecosystems and communities. )

At its yery core, extractive capitalism,exploits both
nature and people to feed a profit-driven machine. This
machine is working relentlessly and is managed by ama-
fia that believes it has the right to pollute because when
caught it can get away by paying offthe authorities. The
question is whether money can compensate for environ-
mental destruction. An extractive economy thrives under
a political system that favours crony capitalists over the
environment and people. The pattern under which these
capitalists operate is to take asmuch as possible, give back
as little as necessary. This model is destined to destroy
our natural’habitat. That a government can allow such
depravity is itselfa grave crime!/

Letters to the Editor

A rap on the
knuckles for
murder?

Editor,

The rtews item " Envi-
ronmentallapses: MSPCB
imposes 15 lakh penalty
on NHIDCL"( ST - Nov 7,
2025) seems to convey the
message that NHIDCL is be-
ing punished enough for the
pollution ofthe RiverUmn-
got. But without needing to'
dive deep into the issue, the
amount ofRs. 15 lakh fixed
appearsto be hasty, arbitrary,
random and lacking of any,'
rational yardstick. Hence,
these questions arise : What
is the criteria adopted to de-
termine the above amount of
penalty, keeping in mind the
scale of destruction caused
to River Umngot and its
surrpundings? What is the
monetary cost arrived at for
environmental restoration of
the Umngotand its surround-
ings? What is the quantum
of present and projected
future loss of income to
the stakeholders during the
time it will take the Umngot
to recover before tourism
returns, if & all it returns to
itsheydays? These are only a
few questions from a lay per-
.son and | think experts from
our universities, etc will be
able to ask more incisive
questions but will they stick
their heads out?

Dishearteningly, repre-
sentatives from the affected
area have not exactly raised
a storm or hellfire in light of
the seriousness of the issue.
Their responses have been
tepid. What a shame! The
stakeholders like Boatmen,
Fishermen, Transport Op-
erators, homestay owners
and the general_public who
are bearing the full negative™
force of the destruction ot
their river and livelihoods

seem to be in disarray lack-
ing committed leaders who
can fight for fair compensa-
tion for present survival and
restoration ofthe Umngot for
the their own future well-be-
ing and the well- being ofthe

%uture generations.
‘m

In conclusion, | am ofthe
opinion that the said token
penalty of 15 lakhs is like a
rap on the knuckles for the
murder of the environment.
Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett
Shillong - 2

r

Bureaucrat’s
Gambit and
Students’
Convenience

Editor,

A majority of students
from Meghalaya, both within
and outsidethe state, depend

" on financial assistance from

the Post Matric Scholarship
ofthe Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs (MoTA)i This scheme,
known locally as the Um-
brella Post Matric Scholar-
ship for ST students, is ac-
cessed through the National
Scholarship Portal (NSP).
While many students believe
this is a state-sponsored
scheme, the State Govern-
ment contributes only'10%
of the funds;the remaining
90% comes frofn MoTA..
The scheme's complexity
liesin its disbursement pro-
cess. MoTA releases funds
to the states In multiple in-
stalments (sometimes as
many as four or five). The
release of.the next instal-
ment is contingent upon the
state submitting an expenl
diture report—showing the
‘full spending of the previ-
ous instalment—and the
availability ofthe Ministry’s
funds. .
Previously, the State Gov-

Nitish Kumar Yet

By Rajdeep Sardesai

“Bihar ki majboori hai,
Nitish Kumar zaroori hai.."

(it is the compulsion of
Bihar that Nitish Kumarmis
needed) .

Ironically, | first heard
that catchy slogan outside
the BJP office in 2017 when
Nitish Kumar decided to
switch sides for the ump-
teenth time, dump the Yadav
first family, rejoin a Naren-
dra Modi-led BJP and stay
on as Bihar chief minister.,
The return wasn’t driven
by any sudden rediscovery
of friendship but purely by
political convenience. Eight
years later, little has changed.
The.BJP has no special love
for Nitish babu - someone
who was amongst the first
to challenge Modi’s prime,
ministerial credentials in
2013 -- but they don’t have
any option butto stick to him
asthe NDA’s leadership face.
A visibly ageing and unwell
Nitish too, now in the sunset
of his long career, has little
choice but to quietly ,accept
his subordinate role in the
Modi-centric Dilli durbar.

, Ina sense, 2025 in Bihar
is witnessing a Shakespear-
ean-style tragedy playing out
in front of a mass audience
still unable to shake offa 35
year old fraught Mandalised
legacy ofbackward caste as-
sertion at the ballotbox. This
election could well be the last
actof along-running drama,
The Brothers Bihari are chalk
and cheese.Lalu Prasad, the
original charismatic populist,
isnow physically too weak to
even campaignand has ceded
authority’to his son Tejaswi,
an energetic presence but
lacking his father’s authentic
rustic touch. Nitish, perhaps
the most refined product
of the 1970s Jayprakash
Narayan-led socialist student
agitation, is also ailing, in
his case suffering from a
serious illness that debili-
tates the mind more than the
body. The BJP has Modi as
its unquestioned helmsman
butthe.party,doesn’t have a
local leadership of stature
or pan-Bihar appeal. While
a moth-eaten Congress is
organizationally comatose
and in no position to revive
itself overnight; And then
there is Prashant Kishore, a
youthful anti-establishment
debutante-challenger but still

ernment, upon receiving
the first instalment, could
disburse the full amount to
students in certain courses,
such as professional ones.
Consequently, only a few
thousand students received
their full amount, while oth-
ers (like those in general
courses) had to wait for the
next instalment. This cycle
was quite time-consuming
and took months to com-
plete..The unpaid students
would ofteri complain about
the delay, even.resorting
to agitation and protests
with the help of pressure
groups. Although DHTE
officials tried to explain the
entire procedure, the stu-
dents Were not satisfied with
the clarification and would
continue the same protests
every year. ,

This year, DHTE bureau-
crats came up with a gambit
that silenced all students.

Upon receiving the first :

instalment, they, disbursed
the funds to all students but
in .instalments. From the
full amount of barely Rs
10,000 - Rs 30,000, students
received Rs 2,000- Rs 6,000.
This made them more incon-
venienced, wondering how
the amount could be utilized
and whatthey could possibly
afford with it, as it couldnt
even pay a semester's fee.
The State Government
was helpless, despite efforts
to help students, such as the
newly introduced ChiefMin-
ister Scholarship Scheme
(CMSS) which is expected to
somehow benefit them. But
the gambit, implementedjust
to silence student complaints
and agitation, has caused not
only great inconvenience; it
has deprived students of the
, ability to demand what they
fundamentally deserve. Fur-
thermore, it demonstrates the
government's refusal to take
accountability and solve the
complexity of the issue, It's
either that .the gambit needs

searching fopmore spaceina
complex caste matrix. ;
Which brings one back to
the original slogan on why
Nitish.Kumar, having been
sworn in a record nine times
and in line for a Olympic
gold in political gymnastics,
is still seen as a necessity
despite his obvious limita-
tions. Five years ago, the BJP
attempted to cut Nitish down
to size by propping up agen-
next Bihari politician in Chi-
rag Paswan to consciously
targetthe Janata Dal (United),
vote. The strategy worked.
Well, almost. A beleaguered
JD (U) won just 43- seats

terms to subservient allies,
the party cannot, at least in
public, be seen to be hu-
miliating the long-serving
chief minister in any man-
ner. Firstly, unlike in other
Hindi heartland states, the
BJP hasn’t built a credible
backward caste leadership of
its own. The shadow of up-
per caste supremacy from a
previous era still looms over
the BJP’s core in Bihar. On
the one occasion when the
BJP did fight an election on
its own in Bihar in 2015, at
the peak of the Modi wave,
it wasn’t able to resist the
’combined onslaught of the

“When he realized that the INDIA grouping
wouldntfuel his national ambitions, he chose
to return to the NDAfold on the eve of the 2024
general elections. The leader who once claimed
to represent morality inpublic life was now a
despairing survivor, the politics of compromise
replacing ideological conviction. ”

while the BJP was well ahead
with 74 seats. The balance of
power between the two allies
had shifted dramatically and
yet the BJP hesitated to re-
placeNitish as chief minister
with their own nominee. An
artful survivor, Nitish saw
throughthe BJP power game:
in 2022, fearing that the BJP
might break his weakened
party like it did with the Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra, Nitish
switched sides to become the
key driver of the opposition-
led INDIA alliance. When
he realized that the'INDIA
grouping wouldn’t fuel his
national ambitions, he chose
to return to the NDA fold on
theeve of, the 2024 general
elections. The leader who
once claimed to,represent
morality in public life was.
now a despairing survivor,
the politics of compromise
replacing ideological con-
viction. .

Once the proud charioteer
of a ‘naya’ Bihar, Nitish is
now a mask, trapped in a
‘chakravyuha’ by a domi-
neering BJP. And yet, while
in many other states the
BJP has managed to dictate

to stop—requiring students,

to remain patient and consis-
tently track their application
'onthe portal while following
. the fullamountdisbursement
again—or they need to ask
for a revamp of the entire
disbursement process from
the Ministry to the states.
Yours etc.,
¢ RibaitPhawa,
Via email

Trump’s
shadow shapes
America’s
polical shift

Editor,

Over and above, what
the editorial has mentioned
in “Taming of Trump “(ST
November 7,'2025) the key
takeaways from the 2025
elections in the U.S. is that:
Democrats won governor-
ships in Virginia and New
- Jersey by double digit mar-

gin. Exit polls showed that
most Virginia and New Jer-
sey Voters disapproved of
Trump, and atleast9in 10 of
those people supported Dem-
ocratic candidates for gover-
nor. In New Jersey, GOP
candidate Jack Ciattarelli’s
alignment with Trump hurt
his chances despite a strong
campaign.

Zohran Mamdani, a
democrat socialist, made
history as New York City’s
first Muslim and Millennial
mayor, defeating Andrew
Cuoma who ran as an inde-
pendent. Affordability was
the top voter concern as
the Exit polls showed that
economic anxiety and cost
of liying were the dominant
issues. Democratic candi-
dates foe.used on afford-

. ability, housing and energy
costs, while Republicans
struggled to distance them-
selves from Trump. Trump’s

Lalu-Nitish caste duopoly.
Secondly, the BJP’s electoral
reverses in the 2024 general
. elections has meant that the
party has embraced a more
flexible coalition dharma,
one where every’ally needs
to be accommodated. In the
circumstances, the BJP can
, ill-afford to jettison a Nitish
atthis stage with the next big
national battle in 2029 still
somedistance away.
Finally, the BJP realizes
that, even a downsized Nit-
ish Kumar still commands a
solid double digitvote share.
In competitive alliance poli-
, tics like in Bihar even a small
vote share canmake a crucial
difference: in 2020, the gap
between the two main con-
tenders wasjust a razor-thin
12,768 votes,, with the JD U
getting a decisive 15 per cent
vote share..In almost every
election since 2005, two key
groups have generally backed
Nitish Kumar: women and
extremely backward castes.
Long before national parties
discovered the power of the
woman vote, Nitish Kumar
was projecting himself as
a ‘naari-samman’ (women’s

influence backfired as many
Republican candidates who
embraced Trump lost favour
with the public. Youth and
diversity shaped outcomes as
Mamdani’s-win were pow-
ered by young voters and
college-educated urbanites,
reflectinga generational shift
in political engagement. His
campaign emphasized eco-
nomic justice, social media
outreach and symbolic rep-
resentation. .

mCalifornia’s “Proposi-

tion 50” passed,‘allowing.

Democrats to redraw con-
gressional maps ahead ofthe
2026 midterms countering
Republican gerrymander-
ing efforts. Why does this"
matter? These results reflect
a growing discontentment
with Trump’s second term,
especially among urban,
younger and economically
burdened voters. Democrats
are leveraging this momen-
tum to reshape congressional
maps and build coalitions
ahead of 2026.
Yours etc;
mVVKLyngdoh,
- Viaemail

“Shillong’s
Faithful Beat:
A Gospel
Music Hope”

Editor,

Shillong, proudly known
as the Rock Capital ofIndia,
hasJong been the heart of
live music in the country.
From legendary rock: bands
to international perform-
ers, the city has hosted an
impressive lineup of artists
who have ignited countless
stages. Music here isn’tjust
entertainment; it’s part of
the city’s identity, a cultural
rhythm that runs through its
hills and homes.

.Yet, despite the Christian

eself-respect) neta. His soft
spoken introverted persona,
especially When contrasted
with the rumbustious fiature
of his prime friend turned
foe Lalu Yadav, makes him
, an appealing figure for the
woman voter. ¥ With caste
loyalties mostly unshaken,
the Mabhila or woman vote
becomes a potential game-
changer. The young girl
who was given a cycle as an
incentive to attend school
when Nitish Kumar first
came to power in 2005 is
now an adult voter: it is that
‘She voter, the prime benefi-
ciary of welfarist schemes,
who makes Nitish seemingly
indispensable to any power
arrangement in Bihar.
Which is also why prime
minister Modi, not known
to forgive or forget easily,
has chosen'to keep Nitish
Kumar by his side. In a sense,
the ‘Nimo’ Jodi is a Made
in Bihar special package,
one where past antagonisms
are quickly forgotten in the
desperate attempt to stay
in power at all costs. There

could well come a moment.

in the near future when the
. BJP, which has steadily in-
filtrated the JD (U) ranks
at different levels, will be
fempted to strike and do an
Eknath Shinde-like coup in

Bihar too. But for now N it-:

ish Kumar remains the BJP’s
electoral ‘majboori’ (com-
pulsion) even as the saffron
brigade is the crutch that
entires Nitish isn’t pushed
into ‘Marg-Darshak’ retire-
mentjust yet.

Post-script: | remember
interviewing Nitish Kumar
when he chose to relinquish
the chief minister’s chair
briefly in 2013 to protest
Modi’s elevation as the BJP
prime ministerial choice. “I
joined a Vajpayee-Advani-
led BJP, not one that will be
led by a,communal dicta-
tor,” he raged then. When
I now see the same'Nitish
Kumar genuflecting before
Mr Modi, | realize how noth-
ing is permanent in politics.
As interests and alliances
shift, so does character and
conscience. .

(The writer is author and
seniorjournalist. Mail: Ra-
jdeepsardesai52@ gmail.
com) ¢ '

heritage of our beautiful
state of Meghalaya, one
thing seems to be missing.
We have yet to welcome
Christian artists to perform
in-our city. A paradox for
a place where faith forms
the foundation of commu-
nity life. Many young people
and elders.alike,have ex-
pressed their deep desire to
experience gospel music in
Shillong, music that uplifts
the soul and brings people
closer to God.

Our beloved city was
founded on Christian val-
ues, guided by leaders of
faith who built communities
grounded in prayer and ser-
vice. Overtime, as the lights
ofconcerts and festivals cap-'
tured our attention, perhaps
we lost sight of the deeper
melody that once defined
our purpose :the song of the
Gospel.

Itistime for usto remem-
ber Who we are and what our
faith means. Shillong needs
the Gospel, notjust as a be-
lief, but as a living presence
that restores unity, hope, and
purpose among our, people.
Gospel music isn’t just an-
other genre itis a call to wor-
ship, a way to bring people
together under one voice of
praise and gratitude.

*Let us pray for our state,
our people, and our future.
Let us invite Christ back
into the heart of Shillong,
not only in our churches but
in our streets, schools, and
stages. May we once again
become a city that not only
rocks the nation butthat also
glorifies God- The Rock of
Ages that cleft for us all.

Yours etc.,
Chanmiki Laloo
Shillong-02

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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The Tale of Bah
Bor from Sohra

By Salil Gewali

People across Meghalaya'
are visibly upbeat that tour-
ism is about to receive an
unprecedented boost. Sohra,
long admired as a shy and
weepy beauty, has finally
been chosen to be crowned
with the tiara of the Inte-
grated Tourism Circuitunder
PM-DevINE. .

Well, at the heart of this
happy news is Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma. His
graceful acumen in speaking

; even less. Some got just Rs

4000 or Rs 5000. *

He was deeply worried
for his parents and younger
siblings, knowing he could’
hardly send anything home.
Bor worked at the car-wash
center for about one and a
half years, never missing a
day, not even during the bit-
ing cold of winter. He even m
picked up the bad habit of
puffing “biri”, for which; |
scolded him often. Later,

Let us hope these developments are done
with care. The natural beauty and ecological
balance must remain intact. Yes, many believe
thisproject will open the doorway to extensive

employment opportunitiesfor those who
remainjobless despite having academicfde-
grees andpractical skills. Nevertheless, I:feel
many are still unaware.

the language, of the Centre
often dwarfs Chief Minis-
ters from many other states.
Of course, he visits Delhi
with solid plans and clear
purpose. His sweet smile
says, “Meghalaya matters
and should not be ignored”!
Someone even quipped:*
“Our CM is clearly aperfect
striker, able to send the ball
straight into the goal post
while the union ministries
nod in'cheerful agreement.”
The recent warm exchange
of hugs and camaraderie
between Conrad and Jyoti-
raditya Scindia stands as a
testimony.' ... "
Let us hope these devel-
opments are done with care.
The natural beauty and eco-
logical balance must remain
mintact. Yesi many believe
this project will open the
doorway to extensive em-
ployment opportunities for
those who remain jobless
despite having a'cademic
degrees and practical skills.
Nevertheless, | feel many are
still unaware. People from

he quit after, I convinced
him hoW tobacco products
slowly kill one’s lungs and
heart.Iwas overjoyed. Very
recently, I heard he gota new

job at a shoe shop. It pays r

him Rs 8000. Still a modest'
amount, but for him,'it feels
like a step forward.

Does this not clearly
speak of the gap between
education and employment,
between rosy dreams and
daily survival? We harp on
education as the sole path
to prosperity. But in reality,.
it is downright absurd. And
it reminds us why a series
of projects like’the Sohra
Tourism Circuit must take
root in Meghalaya as soon
as possible. If thoughtfully
implemented, and without
hindrances, they can bring
jobs home. Youths like Bor
won’t have to .leave their
hills and families to wash
cars in distant towns. They,
can stay; work, and grow
where their roofs are. ,

I have cited Bor’s sto-
ry because what he went

I stronglyfeel that this widespread struggle
should draw the considerate attention ofthe
concerned authorities. It goes without saying
thatformal education these days has rather

become a toolfor an elite class o fpeople
to grow rich andricher, while the rest keep
getting poorer. For this | blame the current
academicframework.

this tourist hotspot, Sohra
andnearby villages, come to
Shillong and struggle to the
bone jtist to hunt for a job.
Let me share just one story.
(Some details have been
changed for privacy.)

Over two years ago, a
young man named Bah Bor
left his home:in Sohra and
came down to Shillong in
search ofajob, He had just
completed his BA>degree
and carried with him a rosy
hope of becoming great.
His mother sold vegetables
in the Sohj-a market. Bah
Bor, along With his younger
brother and sister, would
help her while their father
stayed home due to health
issues. As the eldest of five
siblings, the weight of the
household had naturally
fallen on Bor’s shoulders.
How their parents had man-
aged to send all the children
to school was another sob
story Needless to say,lthe
poor village family had na-
ively believed that educated
children would become the
stepping stone to, a brighter
future. But reality was far
from that. The town, like
many others, was already
caught in an economic slow-
down for various reasons. ..

After three months of
running from pillar to post
Bah Bor finally found work
at a car/bike wash center, it
was not his choice to work
there. The pay was just RS
6000 a month. Despite being
a BA graduate, scrubbing
vehicles and the like for. a
wage that barely covered his
meals and rent Was deeply
frustrating for, the young
man. Ofcourse, he had shed
many tears .remembering
his parents’ hard struggle to
send him to school, only to
end up as a”‘labourer.” lie ,
told me that other boys with
similar qualifications earned

through is shared by “in-
numerable” other youths®
across the state.T strongly
feel that this widespread
struggle should draw the
considerate attention of the
concerned authorities. It
goes Without saying that
formal education these days .
has rather become atool for .
an elite class of people to
grow rich and richer, while
the rest keep getting poorer.
For this I blame the current
academic framework. We
learnt “Book-Keeping,” we
mastered “Accountancy,” .
only to become the scr- ;
varits of tycoons like Elon
Musk; Jeff Bezos, Mark ;
Zuckerberg,Ambani,Adani, «
Mittal, Jindal...."-- men
who count billions while we
count coins. Are,so many of
our energetic boys, many
with BAs and some pursu-
ing Masters, not running
across town on:bikes and
scooters, delivering an end-
less stream of parcels for a
,handful ofcapitalists such as
Snapdeal, JioMart, Myntra,'
Flipkart, Meesho.....? These
few online shopping centers
have kicked hard right on
the “stomachs”lof millions
ofsmall retailers. Is this not

a serious issue? And yet this
one issue is whatthe govern- VV
ment has heartlessly ignored
till the date.

Unless we teach the
“language of empathy and <
humanity” and the glaring
flaws of-“economic dispar-
ity” to our children from
early school, days, we will
keep churning out degrees
and frustration in equal mea-
sure. Alas, hpw long will
we continue to empower a
privileged and smart few
to lord over the struggling
majority with no fear and
with no mercy?



ames Dewey Watson was an
American molecular biologigt
most known for co-winning the

prompted him to follow Wilkins
to the Cavendish Laboratory at the
University of Cambridge to'pursue

1962 Nobel Prize in physiology &fork into uncovering the. structure

medicine for discovering the struc-
ture of DNA and its significance in
transferring information in living,
systems. The importance of this
discovery cannot be overstated. It
unlocked how genes work and gave
birth to the fields of molecular biol-
ogy and evolutionary phylogenetics.
It has inspired and influenced my
career as a scientist and as director
of a bioinformatics and functional
genomics research center.

W atson was also an outspo-
ken and controversial figure who'
transformed the way science was
communicated. He was the first
high-profile Nobel laureate to give
the general public a shockingly
personal and unfiltered glimpse into
the cutthroat and, competitive world
-of scientific research. Watson died
on Nov. 6, 2025 at age 97,

W atson’s pursuit of the gene
Watson attended.the University
of Chicago at age 15, initially in-
tending to become an ornithologist.
After reading Erwin Schrodinger’s
book of collected public lectures bn
the chemistry and physics of how
cells operate, “What is Life?,” he
'became interested in finding out
what genes are made o f- the biggest
question in biology at the time.
Chromosomes - a mixture of
protein and DNA - were known to
.be the molecules of heredity. But
most scientists were convinced that

proteins, with 20 different building ’

blocks, were, the'likely candidate
as opposed to DNA with only four
building blocks. When the 1944
Avery-MacLeod-McCarty experi-
ment demonstrated that DNA was
the carrier molecule of inheritance,
the focus;immediately shifted to
understanding DNA. = 2.
Watson completed his doctorate
in zoology at Indiana University
in 1950, followed by a year in Co-
penhagen studying viruses. He met
biophysicist Maurice Wilkins at a

conference in 1951. During Wilkins’ .

talk on the molecular, structure
of DNA, Watson saw preliminary
X-ray photographs of DNA. This.

of DNA. Here, Watson met physk
cist-turned-biologist Francis Crick
and developed an immediate bond
with him over their shared research
interests.

Soon, Watson and Crick pub-
lished their seminal findings on the
structure of DNA in the journal Na-
ture in 1953. Two other papers were
also published in the same journal
issue on the structure of DNA, one
co-authored by Wilkins and the
other co-authored by chemist and
X-ray crystallographer Rosalind
Franklin..

Franklin took the X:ray photo-
graphs of DNA crystals that con-
tained the data necessary for solving
the structure of DNA. Her work,
taken together with the work of the
Cavendish Laboratory members, led
to the 1962 NobeiPrize in physiol-
ogy or medicine awarded to Watson,
Crick and Wilkins.

'The prize and the controversy.!
Although they were aware that

Franklin’s essential X-ray:photo-.

graphs circulated in an internal
Cavendish Laboratory summary
report, neither Watson nor Crick
acknowledged her contributions
in their now famous 1953 Nature
paper. In 1968, Watson published
a book recounting the events sur-
rounding the discovery of the DNA
structure as he experienced them,
wherein he minimizes Franklin’s
contributions and refers to her in
sexist language. In the book’s epi-
logue, he.does acknowledge Frank-
lin’s contributions but stops short of
providing full credit for her role in
the discovery. -

Some historians have argued.that
part of the justification for not for-

mally recognizing Franklin wasthat'

her work-had not been published at
the time and was “common knowl-
edge” in the Cavendish Laboratory
because researchers working on
the DNA problem routinely shared
data with one another. However,
the co-opting of Franklin’s data
and its incorporation in a formal
publication without attribution or

permission is now largely viewed
as'a well-known example of poor
behavior both,in science and in the
treatment of female colleagues by
their male counterparts in profes-
esional settings.

In the decades since the»Nobel
Pr,iz£ was'awarded to Watson, Crick
and .Wilkins, some have recast Ro-
salind Franklin as a feminist icon.
W hether or not she would have
endorsed this is uncertain,-as it is
unclear how she woul.d have felt
about being left out of a Nobel Prize
and written about disparagingly in
Watson’s account of events, What
has become clear is that her con-
tribution was criticaliand essential,
and she is now widely regarded as
an equal contributor to the discov-

ery of the structure of DNA.

4. Future.of science
collaboration

How have attitudes and behav-
iors towards junior colleagues and
collaborators changed in the years
since Watson and Crick were recog-

nized for the Nobel Prize?
In,many .eases, (universities,
research institutions, funding agen-
cies and peer-reviewed journals
have implemented formal policies’
to transparently, identify and credit
the work and contributions of all
researchers- involved in a project.
While these policies don’t always
work, the scientific environment
has changed for the better to be
more inclusive. This evolution

may be due to recognizing that a
single individual is rarely able to
tackle and solve complex scientific
problems by themselves. And when
problems occur, there are more for-
mal mechanisms for people to seek
mitigation. e > >

-1 Frameworks for sorting disputes
can be found in author guidelines
from journals,.professional associa-
tions and institutions. There is also
a journal called Accountability'in
Research that is “devoted to the
examination, and critical analysis
of practices- and systems for pro-
moting integrity in the conduct of
research:” Guidance for scientists,
institutions and grant;funding agen-
cies on how to structure author
attribution and accountability rep-

resents a significant advancement
in fairness and ethical procedures
and standards.

I’ve had both positive and nega-
tive experiences in my own career.
These range from being included on
papers,when | was an undergradu-
ate to being written out of grants
to having my contributions left in
while | was dropped from author-
ship without my knowledge. It’is
important to note.that most of my
negative experiences occurred early
in my career, likely because senior
collaborators felt they could get
away with it.

It’s also likely that these nega-
tive experiences occur less often’
now that I:am upfront and explicit
with my expectations regarding co-
authorship at the outset of a collabo-
ration. | am prepared and can afford
to turn down collaborations..

, I suspect this mirrors experiences
that others have had-, and is very
likely amplified for people from,
groups that are underrepresented in
science. Unfortunately, poor behav-
ior, including sexual harassment, is
still happening in the field/Suffice
it to say, science as a community
still has a long way to go - as does
society at large.

After co-discovering (he struc-
ture of DNA, James Watson went on
to study viruses at Harvard Univer-
sity and helm Cold -Spring Harbor
Laboratory, reviving and Substan-

, tially expanding its physical space,
staff and worldwide reputation.
When the Human Genome Project
was in its infancy, Watson was an
obvious choice to lead and drive it
forward, later stepping aside after
a protracted battle over whether the
human genome, and. genes,them-
selves could be patented - Watson
was firmly against gene patents.

Despite all the immense good
Watson did during his lifetime;,
his legacy is tafnished by his long
history of racist and sexist public
comments as well as his ongoing
disparagement of Rosalind Franklin
both personally,and professionally.
And it is regrettable that he and

« Crick chose not to acknowledge all
those who contributed to their great
/discovery at the critical points. (The
Conversation)

‘Star-Gazing’ Some US public schools to

By PL Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon is forming an angle 150 degrees with Mercury on your solar return chart

and gives fantastic results. You will be a person with a creative bent'of mind. ;

You will have new ideas and will be willing,to execute them. You just need a .
favorable atmosphere to your liking, and your talent will come to the fore. You .
will be capable ofimplementing your ideas into practice. And you will also getfull
support from your bosses. You will remain loyal and faithful to your partner. And
will have a very warm and fulfilling relationship. Boys and girls will get suitable
marriage proposals. You need to keep some personal matters a secret. Lots
of effort and hard work will be required in business and work. Your health will
remain perfect You will be applauded and praised all around for your efforts.
Your elders will keep blessings you, Youwill make new friends. -

‘This week for you’

Aries : (March 21 - April 20) Your self-confidence and positive attitude'

Ve - will reward you. Constructive connections with.others can be

made easily. A comfortable level of personal popularity helps.

to keep conflict to a minimum.. Your attitude towards life would
be changing. You are no longer willing to make compromises
inthe important areas of your life, particularly regarding career.
You are more determined, and it is an excellent time to get fid of
bad habits. A new project or goal began nowhas a good chance
mof being successful and long lasting. You would be able to find
a way to strike a balance between self-gratification and the
. obligations of daily ;
(April 21 - May 21) This phase brings success and good
fortune at work and opens new horizons for betterment and
expansion. People are bound to recognize your leadership skills

Taurus

and talents. You want your life path and yourobjectives to reflect,

whatyou're about. Abalanced approachtolife, interms of realistic

expectations, is the best approach for maximizing success. You

benefit from being more decisive than usual, and your ability to

concentrate and focus helps you to achieve what you set out to
. do in the coming weeks.

Gemini : (May 22 - June 21) There will be harmonious relations in
professional and personal life. Positive new. relationships are
formed. You are instinctively starting a new phase in your life' It
is time to give your life a makeover, a time for new beginnings
and fresh energy. Itis afriendly time, when it is easy to enjoy life

and other people. Focus is on personal freedom, reaching out.to ;

others, making newfriends and exploration. A new project begun
has a good chance of being successful and long-lasting. You are

*m ore €nthusiastic and readyfor adventure. You must get yourself

organized and work to build your resources.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) This period bringsgood financial returns ;

as you communicate well and present cordial relations with co-
workers. Youare inspired and could even inspire others with your

words. You think more creatively and express yourselfwith more .,

sensitivity, compassion, and warmth. You want your objectives

to reflect what you are about, and you are likely to rid yourself

of unsatisfying goals. You benefit from being more decisive than

usual, andyourabilityto concentrate and focus helpsyoutoachieve

what you set out to do. you possess a strong artistic sensitivity,
mV andyou can express your feelings openly and candidly.

Leo: (July 23 - August23) Thisisa period ofwork and developmentand
. a boost to your self-confidence. It is a time todeal with practical

matters, and it is not atime to be lazy or especially gregarious. It -

\ can be atime that feels hard, monotonous and lonely. Try to get
VUJHBTr
Jijy
friends, and exploration. You are more enthusiastic and ready for
adventure. It is also a good time for expressing your creativity.

. Reach out but avoid scattering your energies.

-V.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) Planetary configuration brings
unusualness and curiosity to your relationships as you feel they

are more important to you. You are more receptive and gentler ;

|J I_/ , on aromantic level and tend to be sentimental. This is a good
time for reflection, prayer, and meditation. A higher purpose
10 your [jfe jSwhat you seek, and you rely more heavily upon

JOMkKV

your intuition to achieve it. Your physical activities tend to be
n»re intense, passionate, and focused this week. You are more

f

yourselforganized, workto buik] your resources, keep busy. Your.
focus is on personal freedom, reaching outto others, making new.:, ~

/ Sunday, NOVEMBER 9, 2025

. enthusiastic and ready for adventure. Ttie way you present
:your ideas, certainly helping to smooth over differences in your,
personal relationships.  / . - ,

Libra : (September 23 - October 23) Newassociations and begin-
nings as well as new opportunities and changes corpe your way.
. Youwould form new connections and relationships that enhance
your spiritual and personal gronth. Your popularity increases and
.effortsto smooth overchallengesin partnershipsare more likelyto
succeed. Thisisan excellentinfluence on negotiations, marriage,
and business partnerships. You are likely to be actively involved
with teamwork and collaboration with Others. You are taking-on
. new responsibilities but generally enjoy the challenges.”

Scorpio  (October 24 - November 22)You must get yourself
: organized, work to build your resources and keep busy..There

are better financial returns. You might haye a more materialistic

teach kids about gun safety

his school year, students in elementary, middle
and high schools in some; states will get a
new lesson on' safety: what to do if they .find
a firearm. ' ]
* Arkansas, Tennessee and Utah are the first states to
enact laws that require public schools to teach chil-
dren as young as 5 the basics of gun safety and how
to properly store guns in the home. Only.Utah’s law
allows students to opt out of the lesson if requested
by parents or guardians.
A similar law in Arizona was vetoed by the

-  view of life and are more attracted to objects and possesdd@mocratic governor, and lawmakers in at least five

. that give you a sense of comfort and status. You might find that
; youareveryoftenencouraged and supportive ofothers.'Certainly,
¥ you are more accepting and understanding of your friends and
,loved ones. Emotional security and being content in love will help
to attract positive circumstances into your life. You are outgoing
v; = and your initiative is.stronger than ever. Advice-stand-alone
- o act, start afresh and express independence. B o

Sagittarius: (November23 mDecember21) Newhorizonsinyour

> A .romantic and love life open. You might enjoy afavorable outcome
when it comes to legal affairs, education, and travel. This week,
you're bound to enjoy increased social opportunities aswell as a
boostin your personal popularity and magnetism. You are more
friendly, optimistic, and big-hearted than usual. A cheerful and
hopeful outlook increases your chances of gaining cooperation
from others! This is asociable, and perhaps self-indulgent, time
.whenthe pursuitof pleasure is one of your high prjorities. Financial
benefits may come yourway. You rriay find that you have the right
information at the right time. You could also have big ideas and
plans. Work, especially in communications, goes well,,

Capricorn (December 22 - January.20) You have powerful,
lightheartedtime, when opportunities aregreaterthan usual. Much
will depend on howyou handle it. Channeled positively, you could

". move mountains when it comes to pushing your projects ahead.
If mishandled, however, you could be argumentative, stressed,
mand hell-bentoh having yourway. Avoid taking extreme measures
to make things happen your way and avoid people \WWho might
be doing the same. Deliberately trying to maneuver matters to
getthe upper hand will be a lesson in frustration. You need riot
over analyze personal relationships but rather responcTwith your
heart and deep feelings; as a new understanding-and maturity
'. with others around you at home and work.

%

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) Therewill be mixed resuits
indomesticlife and peopleyou carefor. You are practical, realistic,
™ and your judgment is especially sound-and.you derive much
satisfactionfrom practical accomplishment. The keyto haressing
¥ -this wonderful energy isto identify and find pleasure in the simple
p ok thingsthatmakeyouhappy.Youmightenjpyafavorableoutcome
when it pomesto legal affairs and travel. Financial benefits come
m . < yourway.You find that you have the right informationattheright
5.r time. You could also have big ideas and plans. Wo*, especially
>. in communications, goes well. It is time to express your feelings
\ andideas and share what you have learned through a variety of

li'l?" 'v..; experiencesinthislie. : - -

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20) The ability to express and com-
municate your ideas is extrernely important to you this time.
Surprises surrounding intimate matters, shared finances and
resources and financial support will be in store. You spend more
time on phone calls, emails, shortfrequent trips and communicat-
ing with friends. You pay attention to various ways to increase
personal funds, resulting in more than one avenue for monetary
gain. Your attention turns to domestic matters for a large part of
the time and building, decoration and purchase of households
for your home figures strongly now. 17

other states have introduced such proposals, putting
schools at the forefront of yet another debate about
gun violence. - .

In Tennessee”™ lesson plans could include stickers,
games, quizzes, or videos with music and colour-
ful firearm illustrations, including a gun made out
of Lego-style bricks and an explanation'of What a
muzzleloader is. .

The reality is that many children in the US grow
up around firearms.

At Berclair Elementary School in Memphis, a class
of 16 fifth graders were asked how. many had seen a
real gun. Nearly all raised their hands.

“It just shows you how much a class like this is
needed,” said Tammie Chapman, a health and physi-
cal education instructor, who has been leading the
lessons at this school.

“While there is some controversy around guns,

. transformative energy at your disposal, Jt is likely to R @k&ngoesn’t always have to be,” said Emily Buck,

director of public relations for the Tennessee Wild-
life,Resources Agency, which created a curriculum
with the state Department o”Education. “I think that
having some education and foundational knowledge
really can be beneficialin the long run.”

The lessons are often adapted from hunting safety
coursesalready administered by state hunting and
wildlife agencies, but with key differences.

Hunter safety courses typically involve'hands-on
instruction and explanations of how to safely handle
and fire a gun. These classroom lessons, on the other
hand, emphasise that children should not touch a
firearm.

In Tennessee, the legislation prohibits any use of
actual firearms, but in Arkansas, the law allows par-
ents to opt into alternative curriculums, such as ah
off-campus firearm safety course that could include
live guns.

The main takeaway is a series of steps for when a
child finds a-gun: Stop, don’t touch, leave quickly,
tell ah adult. This is consistent with instructions ere-
ated by other organisations, including one from the
National Rifle Association that features animated
characters, videos and colouring pages.

At Berclair Elementary School, the faculty de-
signed arelay-race gameto keep students engaged. In
the gym, students took turns running to buckets that
had different photos. Students who,found a picture of
a gun then reported it to one of the adults. They also
listened to a catchy jingle emphasising the steps,

Buck acknowledged that adults might be the ones
responsible for creating unsafe situations at home
and said children should be prepared if they find
guns in unusual spots, like on. shelves-or under a
mattress. - -

“We hope that maybe students- will take some of
what they learned back to their house, back to the
parents and maybe they’ll encourage their parents to
adjust their Storage taethodj” ,said Buck.-

Gun legislation is a partisan issue across the US,
with Demdcratic-led states enacting more limits on
access to guns and efforts to tighten gun laws often
failing in Republican-controlled legislatures.

Republicans sponsored and supported the edu-
cation bills in Arkansas, Tennessee and Utah. The
legislation says the curriculum must have neutral
viewpoints on any gun-related topics, such-as gun
ownership in general. ¢ / . .

Voices for a Safer Tennessee, a nonpartisan non-
profit created by/parents after The Covenant School
shooting in Nashville," supported the legislation. The
organisation supports gtm ownership and advocates
for policies like expanded background checks.

These lessons may encourage families to start nec-
essary conversations, said Jessica Jaglois, director of
communications for the organisation.

“It could possibly prevent a firearm tragedy from

occurring, because we know that a moment of access
can lead to a lifetime of tragedy,” said Jaglois.
r In 2022, the US Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention found that firearms were the leading
cause of death among children and teens. Arkansas
and Tennessee have rates‘of firearm deaths among,
children and teens that exceed the national average,
according to an AP analysis. But some Democrats and
gun control advocates argue this kind of legislation
is the wrong approach to gun violence.

The states gave school districts some discretion
on whether to use provided lesson plans or go with
other instructions that adhere to the laws’ language.
The schools also can decide which faculty or staff
will lead the lessons, or in some instances bring in
police officers to talk about gun safety.

In Arkansas, schools might choose to incorporate
the lessons as a part of annual safety training, such
as when they are practicing fire safety or tornado
drills, said Spencer Griffith, a deputy director with
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

“We hope they will interject this in a way that kind
of helps to maybe prevent some of these accidents m
from occurring, but not in a way that puts a political
focus or fear around that, because it’s just not the

" place for that,” said Griffith.

Berclair Principal Clint Davis,said the issue of
children getting hurt,in firearm accidents is not new,
even if this curriculum is.

“It’s not something that’s necessarily just be-
come a modern issue. It’s always been there,” said
Davis. “And I think we’re just now really respond-
ing to the need to provide that sort of training, in

school.” (AP)



“The world hates change, yet itis the
only thing that has broughtprogress. ”
—Charles Kettering
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RSS, Bharat Mata

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has only reiterated a
stand when he addressed-the organisation’s cente-
nary event in Bengaluru - that the RSS is rooted
in nationalism and not Brahminism. Famously,
the RSS “sees all Hindus as one,” and iswilling to
accommodate others too into its fold on condition
that they "swear allegiance to Bharat Mata and do,
not subscribe to their religious identity."” This is a
periodic reaffirmation ofthe stand that it has been

taking for long. RSS, however, iswidely seenasan.

organisation ofthe Brahmins - who constitute less
than five per cent of the population - due mainly
to the fact that it has been led from the front by
Brahmins, otherthan for a short term by Rajender
Singh, a Thakur,.in the late 1,990s. The base ofthe
RSS is in Nagpur, where physician Keshav Hegde-
war, a Brahmin, founded it in 1925. The Hindu
.ethos it carries is alien to the large majority ofthe
other laid-back, yetnumerically large communities
who are bracketed as Hindus yet are discriminated
against within the higher echelons ofthe religion.
Herein lies the crux of the issue. In order to be a
mass-based entity, the RSS would reach nowhere

.ifitprofesses an ‘exclusivity’based Onits Brahmin

aura. More so in a democracy like India. The RSS
think-tanks cleverly used the Ram Temple issue in.
Ayodhya to whip up collective Hindu sentiments
in the 1990s, to successfully do political engineer-
ing and grab power from the Congress party. The
pantheon ofgods and goddesses inthe Hindureli-
gion belong to all segments ofthe wider religious
order. Hence, the RSS skilfully hoisted:the Ram
temple “kamandal” issue to neutralize the surge of
the backward'communities in the political arena
in the Hindi belt after VP Singh as prime minister
exploded the “Mandal” bomb.

The Congress, after Indira Gandhi, had less-
conditioned leaderships even in the form of Rajiv
Gandhi. He was no politician when he took charge
as general secretary ofthe party and later succeed-
ed his mother as PM. Narasimha Rao and Sonia
Gandhi had lesser understanding of the people’s
psyche in the Hindi belt. All these helped the RSS
outwitthe.legendaiy Congress establishment. It is
imperative for the RSS to keep all Hindus in one
basket, and get backing from others too where
possible - as in the north-east, Kashmir, Goa and
Kerala. The camouflaging ofthe Hindutva in the
Bharat Mata fafade is seen by many as no more
than aploy to retain political power, without which
it would be difficult for the-RSS to retain its aura.
Politics and religion are a lethal mix..More so in a
secular nation like India where different religions
coexist like a colourful mosaic. The Congress
party had away ofaccommodating all. Its decima-
tion in a wider swathe of the political arena was
due to its leadership’s lack of alertness. The RSS
seized the opportunity. Those leading the Modi
administration from behind are a mass of RSS
deputies that frame policies and dictate the course

ofgovernance.

Letters to the Editor

Concerns on the
Present Education
Scenarioin
Meghalaya

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed daily, 1would
like to draw your attention
to the current situation of
the education system inJjour.
State, which has increasingly
become a matter of concern
for teachers, students and
parents alike. Furthermore
related with this,year’s de-
velopment and as students
will be sitting for their An-

. nual/Promotion Examina-

tions

It may be mentioned that
during the ongoing academic
session, a,revised syllabus
for class VI - IX was pub-
lished and it was announced
that questions for the annual
examination for Classes 6
to 9 would be set externally
by the Directorate of Educa:
tional Research and Training
(DERT), following a new
question pattern. Then by
October, another notifica-
tion stated that questions
for subjects such as Health
Education, Information &
Technology, and Tourism
ho<vever could be set by
respective schools.

On October 28, a hotifica-
tion came from the Director
of School Education and
Literacy (DSEL) detailing
procedures for the exter-

nal question papers, which
would be distributed in soft
copy from the Directorate to
DSEOs, then to all schools
for printing. Schools, many
of which lack proper print-
ing facilities, are expected to
maintain strict secrecy while
collecting and printing these
papers -.a highly impractical
expectation. ;

Adding further confu-
sion, another notification
on November 4, from the
Commissioner and Secre-
tary of Education, Govem-
rilent of Meghalaya informed
that Mission Schools need
not follow these external
question papers. This raises
several questions regarding
uniformity and fairness in
evaluation.

Earlier in January this
year, the Meghalaya Board of
School Education (MBOSE)
issued a rationalisation of
«chapters for Social Science
and English in Classes 9
and 10. When viewed col-,
lectively, these repeated noti-
fications appear inconsistent,
uncoordinated and unclear. .

With all these develop-
ments, | feel compelled to
raise the following ques-
tions on behalf of teachers,
students and parents: m

1 Which authority is re-
sponsible for syllabus fram-
ing, textbook content, exami-
nation pattern” and question
paper setting? Is it DERT,
MBOSE, DSEL, the Com-
missioner and Secretary? To

N

The Promise and Challenge
of One Northeast

Aweek earlier, yet another
attempt was made to create
a common platform for po-
litical groups from the North
East in order to articulate
their shared concerns to the
Union Government. Speak-
ing at the event, Conrad
Sangma (Chief Minister of
Meghalaya and President
of National People’s Party)
lamented that for too long
the same issues had been
raised from different plat-
forms. There was, therefore,
aneed for a collective Voice.
He stated that,indigenous
Voices need to be heard and
represented through a unified
platform — the new regional
initiative called “One North-
east.”

Pradyot Bikram Manikya
rDeb Barma, scion of the
Tripura royal family and
founder of the Tipra Motha
Party (TMP), speaking after
Conrad, expressed an angst
that must have been weighing
on him and many others from
the region for a long time.
He sarcastically noted that
for years, people from the
“ mainland” (nothis word, but
mine) could not differentiate
between one Northeastemer
and another, and therefore
it was time for the people
of the North East to speak
;in a united voice. The racial-
stereotyping ofNoriheastem-
ers as having similar facial
features has long been acom-
mon trope among those in the
mainland. But to be honest,
having visited the mainland
myself, | too have made the'
same mistake. -

Recently, | congratulat-
ed the wrong person for a
fascinating presentation on
maps during a program at
Asian Confluence, a think
tank based in Shillong. |
quickly; realized my mistake
and apologized. Since both
presenters were from the
Garigetic belt, they looked
and sounded the same to me.
So, | can understand, people
from the mainland making
similar mistakes. Pradyot’s
angst reveals that there is a

By Bhogotrath Mawroh

undo-those unfair imposi-
tions, be it patriarchy, mi-
sogyny, or, in this case, racial
discrimination and neglect.
Grassroots community mo-
bilization is always crucial
for amplifying voices from
the ground, but true change
can only come through the
capture of political power,
which requires large-scale
mobilization around a unify-
ing idea.

For me, in the context of
the North East, that idea has
to be ‘indigeneity’, which

. was also expressed in the
press conference announc-

South Asia.

/. What is also interesting is
that genetic evidence shows
that Dalits and lower castes
are primarily South Asian
in origin,-while upper castes
have Steppe ancestry from
Central Asia. While some
sections of the indigenous
population may have been
assimilated favorably into the
emerging varna system (the
foundation of the caste sys-
tem), many were relegated
to the bottom. This mirrors
patterns seen elsewhere in
the world, where indigenous
.populationswere marginalized

ing the new political plat-, and dispossessedbftheir lands

form. The term ‘indigenous’
has been used frequently by
many, arid there are some,
who are Uncomfortable with
it — sometimes even from
within indigenous communi-
ties. The latter are often those
who see their political future
aligned with Hindutva-Mhe
beliefthat South Asia was
originally a Hindu region,
«and who advocate for the
idea ofan “Akhand Bharat”,
representing an undivided In-
dia that historically includes

; modern-day Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
Tibet. Of course, this is his-
vtorically a false idea.
Hindutva and the version
of Hinduism we know today
are strongly connected to
Vedic practices and literature,
which anjved in South Asia
with the Indo-Aryan-speak-
ing people around 3,500
years ago. They eventually
occupied areas once inhab-
ited by those who created
the Indus Valley Civilization,
most likely Dravidian, speak-
ers, possibly alongside some
Austroasiatic groups. Over
time, the original population
was either displaced or as-
similated, with the incoming
mgroup imposing their lan-
guage and customs.
Cultural practices, how-

lot of personal baggage that; ever, remained syncretic,

comes with this attempt to
form a united front — .and
that is perfectly fine..

“The personal is political”
was a slogan made popular
during'second-wave femi-
nism, highlighting how is-
sues like domestic violence,
workplace inequality, and
relationships are not indir
vidual failings but the result
of larger political and social
structures. In short, personal

motivations are the products .

of broader political systems
that give them legitimacy and
expression. When personal
grievances are shared by a
larger collective — which is
naturally the case —political
mobilization, is required to

whom are Schools” teachers,
students and the public sup-
posed to address academic,
queries?

2. Why not allow teach-
ers to set question papers
while following the standard
pattern provided by the con-
cerned authorities? Teachers
understand classroom re-
alities, student capabilities,
methods of-teaching-learn-
ing, evaluation process (since
there is no uniform evalu-
ation procedure provided
by the authorities) and the
actual teaching-learning con-
text better than any external
agency. It may be mentioned
that only question papers are
to be set externally, however
evaluation has fo be done
by individual schools. All
these defeat the purpose of
standardisation.

3. Why are only a few
subjects selected for exter-
nal question setting, leav-
ing others to schools? This
creates inconsistency and
confusion.

4. Distributing question
papers in soft copy is risky
and impractical, especially
for rural schools without
printing facilities} not to
mention the limited time
frame very close to-the date
of Exariiination scheduled.
Maintaining secrecy in such
conditions is nearly impos-
sible.

5. Why are Mission
Schools exempted from fol-
lowing externally set ques-
tion. papers? Are they not

with many non-Vedic tradi-
tions continuing into what
later became known as Hin-
duism. There are thinkers
like Devdutt Pattanaik, a re-
nowned mythologist, speaker,
and bestselling author, who
frequently argues against
‘Brahmanical Hinduism’ (Ve-
dic in origin), claiming that
‘vernacular Hinduism’— the
practice of worshipping riv-
ers, nature, and local deities
— is truly indigenous. But
the Hinduism of Hindutva is
not this vernacular version.
It is one based on Vedic
literature and Sanskrit (and
its associated North Indian
languages, including Hindi),
whichiare not indigenous to

under the same board and
evaluation rramework?

6. It may be mentioned
that Meghalaya still.lacks
a State School Curriculum
Framework, which has result-
ed in fragmented and aimless
educational reforms. Out-
dated syllabus and textbooks
are merely rearranged rather
than thoughtfully revised
with purpose and vision.

All these changes And
directives, issued frequently
and without clarity, are caus-

ing confusion at every level _

- from administration to the
classroom. '

Recently, a senior and ex-
perienced teacher highlighted
inamedia outletthe presence
ofmany incorrect answers in
the CM-impact guide book
published under the .Chief
Minister’s Educational Pro-
gramme, particularly in Eco-
nomics. | wish, to state that
| too have personally come
across similar inaccuracies
in the same guide book,

A not only in Economics but

‘also in other subjects. Such
errors mislead students, con-

fuse teachers and lower the-

academic credibility of the
State’s educational initiatives.
Furthermore, the Social Sci-
ence textbooks currently in
use contain several outdated
facts, figures and examples,
some dating as far back as
2002-2003. Such outdated
content hinders meanirigful
learning arid defeats the pur-
pose of effective education. |
also have personal disagree-

V

and cultures. The attempt to
impose Hindi as the national
language is just another form
ofassimilation and erasure of
indigenous identity and culture

a process that continues
to this day.,This is also why
Hindi is vehemently opposed
in the South, as the Dravid-
ians are the oldest indigenous
group in South Asia and are
unwillingto letan older tradi-
tion be erased by that of later
arrivals.

Inthe context ofthe North
East, the idea of indigeneity
becomes even more relevant
when we look at the people
who came together to create
the “OneNorlheast” platform.
The announcement brought
together; Conrad Sangma
(and his-brother), Pradyot
Bikram Manikya Deb Barma,
Daniel Langthasa (founder of
People’s Party), and Mmhon-
‘lumo Kikon (former national
spokesperson of BJP). Except
for Kikon, all three belong to
the larger Kok-Borok linguis-
tic group, the second oldest
group in the North'East and
probably in South Asia. The
Kok-Borok (which includes
the Garo, Tripuri, Bodo, Di-
masa, Koch, etc.) are among
the oldest groups inthe Brah-
maputra valley. =

The Khasis, an even older
group, seemed to have avoid-
ed the swampy lowlands
and settled iri the highlands,
which were less disease-rid-
den. So, whenthe Kok-Borok
first arrived in the region,
the highlands were already
occupied by the Khasis, so
they settled along the Brah-
maputra valley. Hie original
name of the Brahmaputra
was most probably Dihang
— “Di” iriBodo and Dimasa
means water or river. Hence,
many rivers across Assam
begin with “Di”: Dihang,
Dihing, Dikow, Dibang, Dik-
rong, etc. Similarly, just like
place names like Lumding
(in today’s Hojai idistrict)
and Kamakhya or Ka-Mei-
Kha point to a Khasi past,
the river names also reflect a
Kok-Borok influence. In fact,

ment with the best of 5 sub-
jects’evaluation in the SSLC
examination where students
may fail in 2 subjects (such as
Social Science, Mathematics
or Science) and still pass the
exams. This undermines the
foundation and knowledge
provided by these subjects
and further lowers the level
_ of learning among students
I which also makes it difficult
for teachers to promote inter-
est in theclassrooms. .. m
A State once celebrated
as the educational hub ofthe,
North Eastern region now
struggles at the bottom of
national education rankings.
This is deeply concerning.
We sincerely hope that
the Government and con-
cerned educational bodies
will take meaningful steps
° to establish a clear, unified,
deliberate and goal-oriented
educational framework; Our
children deserve a learning
environment that is siable,
progressive, up-to-date and
at par with the rest of the
country.
' Yours etc.,
Name withheld on
request,
Via email

Blinkit occupying
public footpath

Editor,

I am writing this" letter
through your esteemed pub-
lication to highlight the ab-
sence of public space in the

during a personal conversa-
tion, Sonal Jain, noted artist
and author from Shillong,
told me that during her-stay
in Assam, she realized that
caste Assamese were wary
ofthe Brahmaputra, whereas
the Bodos had a tradition of
fishing with river dolphins.
If we include tl\e Konyak
and Singpho as part of the
larger Sal language group,
to which Kok-Borok also
belongs, they are arguably
the most successful linguis-
-tic group in the North East.
Thus, it is quite fitting that
the three individuals fr<bmthe
Kok-Borok group -—Conrad,
Pradyot, and Daniel — along
with Kikon (a Lotha Naga
belonging to the Kuki-Chin-
Naga language group, which
sincludes Kuki-Zomi, Meitei,
and Naga groups) have taken
the mantle to create a com-
mon platform for Northeast-
ern groups.

What is frustrating, how-
ever, is that there were no
Khasis at that press confer-
ence. The Khasis are the old-
est group in the North East
and the second oldest in South
Asia, and they should have
been present at such a gather-
ing. An angst | have often heard
from Khasi intellectuals is that
Khasis feel hernmed in by
the incoming Tibeto-Burinan
groups. This, they argue, has
led to a siege mentality and
reluctancetojoin larger forma-
tions. But that is not;entirely
accurate. The Khasis belong to
the larger Austroasiatic group,
which includes communities
in Central India, such asthe
Mundas and others, whose
combined population exceeds
10 million. In comparison,
the Tibeto-Burman popula-
tion (Kok-Borok, Kuki-Chin-
Naga, Tani-Mishmi, Konyak,
Tibetan) in India is about
halfthat— around 5 million.
After the Bodos, the Khasis
are the second-largest single
indigenous ethnic group inthe
North East. We are the most
successful indigenous group

in both South Asia and the.

North East, and it is time we
cross Khanapara and explore
beyond. '

The crucial question now
is whether the word ‘indig-
enous’, as*used by Conrad
Sangma and others, is meant
to signify “first settlers’— and
.whether they will stand up
and fight for that idea. Many
remainlskeptical of this new
formation, and rightly so.
But personally, the idea of a
common platform with.indi-
geneity as its core principle is
something Twholeheartedly
welcome. We need this— and
we need it now. ,
* (The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any

organisation or institution) .

Fire Brigadejunction leading
to Motinagar where the very
busy-bee line-up of Blinkit
delivery boys is a sight to
behold. Lust Sunday while
going out for an evening
walk, | was trying to make
my way through the foot-
pad” as a pedestrian that's
what we’re supposed to do)
but guess what happened. |
was trapped by the dozens
of scooties stationed right on
the footpath, ready to take
off at a moment’s notice. |
therefore had no choice butto
walk onthe mainroad at great
risk to my life. Being a busy
Sunday, |just missed getting
hit by a car because | had to
take much of the outer road
to pass through thatparticular
lane. | am a daily commuter
and pedestrian, so if one has
to walk on the road'all the
time just to avoid the Blinkit
delivery parked scooties, who
will ensure that next time |
‘don't get hit by a speeding
vehicle? In writing this | am
not against: Blinkit which is
creatingjob opportunities for
the youth but as a pedestrian
lequally have the right to use
the footpath and notjust the
delivery boys.

Yours etc.,
Gracefulness Rymmai,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The Aftertaste of

the MPA

Reshuffle

By Risador M Makri

Something feels broken
in Shillong- and it’s not just
the streetlights flickering out
of rhythm. The government
calls it a reshuffle. But what
it’s really done is reshuffle
competence out of the pic-
ture.

, We’re told this was about
“balance,” about “fresh fac-
es.” But freshness without
depth- is just perfume on
decay. Because let’s be hon-
est— this new lineup doesn’t
inspire confidence. It embar-
rasses it. These ministers
aren’t even half of what
their predecessors were, in
either capability or compre-
hension. You can’t replace
experience with enthusiasm
and expect the system to run
itself. Meghalaya doesn’t
need figureheads;, it-needs
functioning heads.

- Take the Power Depart-
ment. Under A.T. Mondal,
mihe oity finally saw something
that ha:d eluded it for years —
reliability. No power cuts. No
sudden blackouts. No myste-
rious “technical faults” at 7
p.m.on a Friday night. It was
smooth, efficient, and quietly

new cabinet doesn’t have the
weight or the wisdom ofthe
one before. It’s like-watching
a play where the lead actors
have been replaced overnight
by understudies still reading
their lines. They stumble.
They improvise. And the
audience— us — are forced
to pretend the performance
hasn’t collapsed.

Ifthe old ministers repre-
sented experience, this new
:group represents experimen-
etation. And the stakes are too
high for experiments. We’re
talking about electricity*
livelihoods, and an economy
that breathes through tour-
ism. These aren’t rehearsal
subjects; they’re survival
lines. i .

The MDA calls this a
“strategic move.” From
where' the public estands, it
looks more like an institu-
tional downgrade.'There was
:a time when governance in
Meghalaya had flashes of,
.brilliance — now it’s just
flickering. m *

. And yes, we notice: We
notice the empty press con-
iferences, the recycled state-

I fthe old ministers represented experience,
this new group represents experimentation.

And the stakes are too

highfor experiments.

We’re talking about electricity, livelihoods™
and an economy that breathes through

tourism. These aren
they re survival lines
a “strategic move. ” F

Hrehearsal subjects;
. The MDA calls this
rom where the public

stands, it looks more like an institutional
downgrade There was a time when
governanct in Meghalaya hadflashes of

brilliance — now

revolutionary. Mondal wasn’t
loud about his work; he just
made the lights stay on.That
was enough.

And now? The lights are
back to flickering like old
memories. The new minister,
barely equippedto handle the
complexities ofapower grid,
has-turned one of the best-
run departments into a daily
guessing game. Some morn-
ings there’s power, some
nights there’s none. The city
groans, the markets pause, ,
the; students curse under
their breath as they sit beside
uncharged laptops.

It’s almost tragic. You can'
feel the difference between
competence and confusion
— it’s the difference between
light and dark. — both lit-
erally and metaphorically.
The new minister seems’
overwhelmed, unsure, and
unprepared. It’s almost pain-
ful to watch. Shillong has
gone back to its old routine:
candles, generators," and the
quiet curse of the working
class whose day ends when’
the current does. m .

And tourism— well,
that’s an even bigger tragedy.
Paul Lyngdoh didn’tjust run
the department; he embodied
it. You could, feel his pres-
ence in every caption on his
Instagram, every picture that
told a story whlwut trying
too hard. A shot of rain on
cobblestones. A sunset Over
Sohra. A Khasi song per-
formed under abamboo roof.
That’s what made him dif-
ferent  he understood that
tourism is not infrastructure
alone; it!s imagination. -

Under Paul, Meghalaya’s
story was being told beauti-
fully — quietly but con-
fidently — to the world.
It wasn’t about slogans or
staged festivals. It was about
feeling. And people felt it.
You could sense it in the
way visitors wrote about the
state; they didn’t just come
here, they belonged here for
awhile.

Now, the storytelling has
stopped. The minister is si-
lent and reads from a script.
The Khyndailad stretch, once
meant to be our postcard of
renewal, «till looks weary
arid empty. The new minis-
ter, whoever thought he was
ready, hasn’t even started
to understand the language
Paul spoke fluently - the
language ofplace, of people,
of poetry. '

The truth is simple: this

itsjustflickering.

ments, the hesitation. We
notice thatthe new ministers
are not even halfofwhat the

mold ones were— notin intel-
lect, not in instinct, not in the
sheer dignity of work.

But here’sthe bitter truth:
this reshuffle had little to
do with performance and
everything to do with pres-
sure. Word around the cor-
ridors is that certain groups
within the party pushed for
these Qhanges — factions
demanding visibility, allies
demanding rewards. It’s a
classic case of politics' can-
nibalizing progress.

And that’s where it hurts
iriost. Because when party
interest outweighs public

linterest, when internal ap-

peasement matters more
than, infrastructure, when
positions are swapped not
for merit but for manage-
ment — the people lose®
Every time. o ’

What we’re witness-
ing isn’t governance; it’s
choreography. Every move
calculated, not for impact,
but for image. And in that
performance, the very min-
isters who delivered real,

.visible change were quietly
removed. ’

> This isn’t balance — it’s
betrayal.

The MDA government
can call this strategic. But
from where the publ ic stands,
it looks like a demotion of
development. Meghalaya is
too small, too fragile, too full
; of potential to be held hos-
tage by internal politics.

We deserve a government
that fights for power, not
plays with it. ,

Because in the end, no
matter what happens in party
rooms or backdoor meet-
ings -- it’s the ordinary
citizens of Shillong who sit
in the dark, both literally and
figuratively, waiting for the
lights - - and leadership—

' to come back on.
It’s embarrassing, not
“because the old were perfect,
but because the new seem
painfully unprepared to even
ltry. The lights may come
back on eventually. But for
now, Meghalaya is learn-
ing the hard way that you
can’t reshuffle your way into
competence. Sortie people
earned their portfolios; oth-
ersjust inherited them.
»And it shows -c- in every
blackout, every stalled idea,
every quiet evening where
progress once stood proud.
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Universities In A Quandary
AT least two central universities in India’s North
East - the North Eastern Hill University (NEHU)
and Tezpiir University are in a state of suspended
animation. In the case of NEHU, Shillong the
Vice Chancellor, PS Shukla, is persona-non-grata
in Meghalaya for his alleged acts of omission and
commission and following a hunger strike by the
Khasi Students’ Union (KSU) and the NEHU Stu-
dents” Union (NEHUSU) demanding his removal
and replacement since November 2024. The stu-

" dent bodies and the NEHU Teachers’ Association
have been demanding that Shukla fee replaced by a
person worthy of occupying the post of Vice Chan-
cellor msince the post demands sensitivity to local
sentiments. Shukla was also accused of arbitrary
appointment of officials, including the registrar. He
has been functioning from the NEHU Guest House
in Guwabhati and sometimes from Delhi for a year
now, which is unprecedented.

In Tezpur University the Tezpur University
Teachers; Association (TUTA) had on September
25, this year, accused the Vice Chancellor, Shambhu
Nath Singh of committing serious financial and
administrative irregularities. They aver that these
lapses have eroded the academic and institutional
integrity ofthe University. One major grouse against
the Tezpur VC is his-insensitivity towards Assam
singing sensation, Zubeen Garg who passed away
in Singapore on September 19, 2025. Besides, the
University Finance Department is run by an officer
enjoying extended tenure without regular appoint-
ment and the abolition ofthe Pro-VC position. What
has happened with all universities is that Vice Chan-
cellors are appointed according to the diktat ofthe
Rashtriya Swayam-Sevak Sangh (RSS) the alter ego
ofthe BJP which has been in the seat ofpower since
2014. From the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
Delhi which was known for its liberal eco-system
promoting free-thinking, to every other government-
run educational institution, the RSS now has a
stranglehold over them. The idea is to promote the
Hindutva ideology which negates everything that
has held this country together for over six decades.
The educational curriculum today is sought to be
rewritten. The spirit of scientific enquiry is being
subverted by alluding to myths as truths. History is

- being rewritten with the intent of pushing an agenda
where Muslims are demonised.

While universities are supposed to engage in
internationalisation efforts and collaborate with
leading universities thereby fostering global partner-
ships and exchange programmes with universities
around the world, most Indian universities today are
involved in internal politicking which has muddied
the academic environment. Indian universities are no
longer free and independent. They are harangued by
a complex regulatory framework characterised by a
bureaucratic red tape, overbearing political interfer-
ence ahd lack of institutional autonomy. In such a
circumscribed environment how can it be expected
that Indian universities would compete with their
counterparts elsewhere. While appointing Vice
Chancellors there is complete lack of transparency
in the selection process. Merit is given a go by whilp
political affiliation takes precedence. No wonder
then that out of 70 universities that are ranked in
both 2023 and 2024,33 have gone up while 37 have
plummeted and the number of Indian universities' in
the top 100 has dropped from four to one. This calls
for a serious national debate.

Letters to the Editor

Upholding
culture through

reason, not
emotions
Editor,

The recent action of

, the Khasi, Students’ Union
(KSy) in compelling the
closure ofbanks, post offices
and other central government
offices during the Nongkrem
Dance-Festival is a matter
of concern. The festival is a
sacred and proud celebration
ofour heritage, yet enforcing
a state holiday upon central
institutions extends beyond

legal and administrative

limits. Central offices func-
tion under national laws and
cannot be compelledto close
unless officially notified by
the Centre.

What is more troubling
is that such incidents have
been happening repeatedly,
yet there seems to be little
or no firm response from the
authorities. This trend must
be putto an end. The police
and district administration
must actdecisively to uphold
the rule of law and protect
essential services from un-
lawful interference.

As an educated student
body, the KSU is expected
to lead with wisdom and
reason, not emotion. Cul-
tural pride gains true strength
when expressed through
understanding, dialogue and
lawful means not through
force or disruption. Respect-
ing our traditions is, impor-
tant, but equally important
is respecting the Constitution
that safeguards those very
traditions.

Let our actions reflect
both our cultural depth and
our maturity as a society.

Yours etc.,
Thomas J Wahlang
Via email

Educated but
Unemployed

Editor, ]
Inreference to a touching

article, “The Tale ofBahBor
from Sohra” by Salil Gewali,
published in your esteemed
daily on Nov 8;2025,1wish
to appreciate the writer for
highlighting the harsh reali-
ties faced by our youths to-
day. The story of Bah Bor is
notjust one man’s struggle.
As Gewali rightly points,
out, it reflects the suffering
of young people across the

the Non-

I would like to profusely
thank The Shillong Times
for publishing my op-ed
dated June 30, 2025 on the
topic Abrogation of Ad-hoc
Rules in Perpetuity. It.is
riot known whether the top
bureaucrats saw this op-ed
or whether it was just mere
coincidence which led them
to take decisive action on
the issue concerning Ad-hoc
appointments which greatly
affects my thought process.
Nonetheless, | am, ecstatic
that action has been taken.
However, one condition has
to be met to assuage the
genuine Concerns of all par-
ties and the Ad-hocs. | will
also be addressing the issue
of Casual, Daily Wage and
Muster Roll staffhere.

Ad-hoc Issue: I reso-
lutely support the Govern-
ment on termination-of all
Ad-hoc staff bar none, only
with the condition that “All
those Ad-hoc staff who fail
in the competitive exami-
nations to be'conducted in
this one-year span by the
DSC / MPSC / Recruitment
Boards have to be. assured
in writing that they will get
an alternative job as casual
basis workers depending on
theiryears of service in that
Ad-hoc post which they, had
occupies as either Unskilled,
Semi-Skilled, Skilled, High-
ly Skilled Causal Basis staff
for which they can work till
the age of 60 years”. By un-
dertaking this “all-important
one-time exercise”, the gov-
ernment would have 'shown
its “humane side” of not
taldng away food from-their
table, ensuring that families
of Ad-hoc. employees have
a decent livelihood and not
allowing them to fall into
poverty especially when
the Ad-hoc staffis a single
parent provider and the sole
breadwinner of the family.
By ensuring that the failed
Ad-hocs do not remainjob-

less but employed as casual m

staff;;the government will
remove all forms of'opposi-
tion since those who oppose
are upset the failed Ad-hoc
staffwill becomejobless thus
falling into poverty.

The question of unfair-
ness and the use and discard
principle after, extracting
benefits, from the Ad-hoc
staffers have become null
and void since when car-
ried out by the government,
the failed Ad-hoc staff will
novy be employed as casual
staff to work till the age of
60 years: Further; the most
senior Ad-hoc employee
would have served from
2008 to 2025 which is only
17 years and the lesser senior
Ad-hoc staff would have
served way less than 17 or
10 years for which they all
got! these vacant sanctioned
posts through nepotism and
favouritism. All the Ad-hoc
employees 'who had served
for 2 decades or more have
all been absorbed as regular

country. Every word in the
article deeply touched me
personally.,Despite earning
college degrees like B,A,
BBA, B.Tech and M.A.,
educated youths are unable
to find employment worthy
of their qualifications. The
job market is shrinking,
"and vacancies are few. As
a result,; many are forced
to accept low-paying jobs
just to survive like washing
cars, working as salesmen,
assisting plumbers and elec-
tricians, or doing manual
labour at construction sites
and motor garages. These
jobs are often far below their
qualifications, but they have
no option'.

The ongoing economic
slowdown has made things
worse. Even employers are
struggling and unable to offer
good salaries. Poor families
invest everything they have
to educate their children,
hoping for a better future.
But when those dreams are
met with disappointment, it
leaves the parents even more
distressed. Due to continu-
ous frustration, youths also
indulge in drugs, burglaries,
and other illicit activities. We
hope the government under-
stands the real plight of the
youth and takes meaningful

By Melarbor L Thabah

staff via Department of Per-
sonnel Notification Dated
21.12.2022. The question
ofserving 2 decades or more
does not arise. The gov-
ernment has done right by
absorbing all the people
who had worked from the
1980s, 1990s extending up
to 2007 which is mid 2000s.
The government should not
abandon its ‘stated aims at
any cost since it is doing
the right thing and is on the
right side ofhistory standing’
for the 2-3 lakh educated
;unemployed youths. At the
same time, it should assuage
the concerns ofall those who
had opposed this move by
employing all the failed Ad-
hocs as casual staff of vary-
ing hierarchy depending on
their years of service. A few
suggestions from my .side
which I had also contributed
to The Shillong Times is at-
tached herewith.

The advertisement for the

increments as a permanent
staffwho has to pass the writ-
ten and viva exams and also
Ad-hoc (Regular) can also be
regularised after completing
10 years of service and can
getpromotions as permanent
staff do. This is an ethical
crime and is the antithesis to
hard work.- It in fact rewards
free lunch sans hard work,
diligence and perseverance.
The Government needs
to abrogate all notifications V
officememorandums/rules if
present, pertainingto Ad-hoc
Regular, Adhoc 2F and Ad-
hoc 3F if any; to prevent the
Government Order from be-
ing successfully challenged
in the High Court on the

who are struggling with men-
tal health problems,which
affects not only-them but
their entire family. Those
who oppose when the failed
Ad-hocs have been granted
highly skilled casual jobs
will be on the wrong side of
history.

Casual Workers Issue:
Modification of the Megha-
layaRegular Casual Workers
Scheme, 1996 whereby a
Regular Casual Employee
whO0 had served more than
10 years;without any; break
of service cannot fill a va-
cant sanctioned .Group D
post, Only and exclusively
candidates who passed the
written open competitive
exams should get the Vacant
sanctioned Group D post.

Casual Basis, Daily

SOPofthe Personnel Depart- m Wage Basis and Muster

ment. This is very, important
since the High Court will
ask the government whether
the “terms Ad-hoc and their
associated rules” are still .
present and if present, the
government has a lot of po-

Highly Skilled Causal Basis stafffor
which they can work till the age o f60
years”. By undertaking this "all-important
one-time exercise ”, the government would
have shown its “humane side” ofnot
taking awayfoodfrom their table,
ensuring thatfdmilies o fAd-hoc employees
have a decent livelihood and not allowing
them tofall into poverty especially when the
Ad-hoc staffis a single parentprovider and

» the sole breadwinner ofthefamily.-

over 1500 vacant sanctioned
posts currently occupied
by the Ad-hocs'will be a
pro-youth policy and highly
appreciative move by the
government which will be a
monumental blessing to the 2
-3 lakh educated unemployed
youth who had completed
their graduation and post,
graduate degrees in profes-
sional and non - professional
courses. The highly educated
unemployed youth will be
able to apply and compete
for these posts along with
the Ad-hoc staff; This gives
aray ofhope forthe educated
unemployed youth who have
lost,hope when it pertains to
applying for alljob advertise-
ments. A legislative mecha-
nism has to be employed to
ensure, swift advertisement
mof vacant sanctioned posts
and to ensure a complete
abrogation of Ad-hoc and
its associated notifications,
office memorandums, and
rules in perpetuity.

Ad-hoc is a very unique
post when compared to ca-
sual, contractual, daily wage
and muster roll because un-.
like the latter, the Ad-hoc is
a recipient of scale pay, TA/
DA 'and substantial yearly

action, notjust offering hol-
low rhetoric.

Yours etc.,

V. Sharma,

Via email

Noble name of
RSS under a
cloud!

Editor,

, Shockingly, it was in the
month of October this year
that one 26-year-old Anandu
Aji, a software engineer,
was found dead inside a
hotel room in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kerala, with a sui-
cide note forreason ofbeing
sexually abused consistently

.by the RSS' members! He
claimed that such harrowing
ordeals had haunted him ad
nauseam after joining the
RSS disciplinary camp in
his childhood days when he
was merely 3 or 4 years of
age thereby leading him to
unimaginable mental health
disorders/ distress. Subse-
quently he was diagnosed
with obsessive compulsive
disorder (OCD) consequent
to physical abuse. Further-
more, the star-crossed Aji
has reportedly scripted in
his suicide note, thus, "I'm

t

tential to lose the case. Hence
the Standard'Operating Pro-
cedure may not hold water
when the rules and terms
Ad-hoc Regular, 2F and 3F .
have not been removed from
aforementioned documents
ofthegovernment..
The facts are that the va-
cant sanctioned postsywere
pre-planned, withheld de-
liberately for, clandestine
discreet appointments of
selected people and that
these sanctioned posts were
obtained illegally sans ad-'
vertisement. Written and
.interview:exams show the
extentp i illegality that has
been going on for decades.
Nepotism and favouritism
must never ever be rewarded
nor condoned. Those who
still oppose the Ad-hocs who
fail in the open competitive
exams but. are appointed as
highly, skilled casuals need,
to be asked if they are anti-,
youth, then on which side
they are on. Also do sthey
support illegal acquisition
of vacant sanctioned posts
of the 1500 plus Ad-hocs
or support the 2-3 lakh edu-
cated unemployed youth who
are depressed* frustrated, in
agony and pain, Consumed
by hopelessness and those

committing suicide not be-
cause of any girl, love af-
fair, debt, or anything like ,
that. I'm doing this because
of my anxiety and depres-
sive episodes. Also because
of my medicines. 1can't
concentrate on my work."
Such harrowing and tor-
turing experiences were

- literally breathing down his

neck times without number,
turning him into a walking
he'll yvith no beckoning light
ofhope athand whatsoever!
Without mincing words,
the victim had also alleged,
" Never befriend an RSS
member. Not only friends,
even if it is your family......
They carry so much venom.
They are the real abusers.”

In the context of chil-
, dreri joining RSS camp, he.
warned” 1 know nobody
would believe me as 1don't
have any proof. But my life
itself is my proof. I'm doing
this as 1don't want another
child to go through what 1
suffered"”.

In the wake of the afore-
said tragic episode, the in-
cumbent President of the
Indian Youth Congress Uday
Bhanu Chib couldn't have
been more right when he
befittingly commented that,
"RSS has become a den of

Roll Workers Issue: There
are too many classifications
when it comes to non-perma-
nent staff. Many might have
not even heard of the term
“Daily Wage Basis.” Causal
Basis and Daily Wage Basis
must be combined with the
rules combined as one since
both follow the same Labour
Payment and Classification
(Unskilled, Semi-Skilled,
Skilled, Highly Skilled),
Rules. Muster Roll: may

also be combined as Ca-'

sual Basis. By condensing
all the three as one, if .will
enable rationalization and
synchronization instead of
complicating the issue of
having too many types of
non-permanent posts.

Conclusion: It is my un-
yielding' belief; that, there
should be only two types of
non-permanent posts that is
Casual Basis and Contrac-
tual Basis; the two'Cs of
non-permanent posts and
that Daily Wage basis must
be converted / renamed as
Casual Basis and if pos-
sible Muster Roll to be all
renamed / converted under
a single umbrella which is
Casual Basis. The govern-
ment should modifyl the
Meghalaya Regular Casual
Workers Scheme, 1996 into
a statute for non-permanent
posts from advertisement to
their mode'of recruitment
which will subsume all Of-
fice Memos,- Notifications,
Rules,: SOPs making them
redundant after subsumption.
Whether the government
decides to rename / convert
the Daily Wage and Muster
Roll into CasualPosts, there
is no doubt and no question
that these non-permanent
employees should have the
basic fundamental rights to
having 15 days casual leave,
15 days earned Leave, 6
months maternity leave for
the first two children and 3
months maternity leave for
the third child.and employees
provident fund (EPF) so that
they can have something to
live on post-retirement. An
organization that employs 15
people or more should grant
EPF to its employees.

exploitation”
Co-incidentally, nearer
home, one can definitely
never forget how: two gull-
ible village boys one from
Lyndem, East Khasi Hills
and the other from Nongs-
toin, West Khasi Hills while
pursuing their study in an
alleged RSS run institution
in Karnataka had tragically
died owingto food poisoning
"after consuming contami-
nated eatable leftovers from
the Holi festivals celebrated
elsewhere. Additionally,
several co- students'from
our land of Hynnewtrep
were also victims of the
same incident but fortunately
they managed to survive
post hospitalization. Such
horrific narratives ought to
serve as a warning to all and
sundry to be aware of the
organisation they associate
with and weigh the pros
and cons before jumping in

mindlessly.

Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh,
Shillong-2

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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99 fight

actions and 1
wrongdoing

By B Nengnong

Different strokes for dif-
ferent folks. People will
always have different views
and opinions. Some will fall
into the category of, “You
can silence 50 scholars with
1fact,” while some will fall
into, “you can’t silence 1
fool with 50 facts.” That is
what our city, has become,
it seems. The former, will
never take hasty actions,
while the latter are quick
to bark without waiting for
facts. '

The same people who
would praise the police de-
partment for doing theirjob,’
catching criminals, cracking
the nation’s sensational case,
are the same people, who
give a dog a bad name and.
hang them.

From: “Great job @me-
ghalayapolice more power to
you all”-“Meghalayapolice
- the true heroes”, “We the
people of Meghalaya are

You want to be protected by the law,

not let emotions get in the
way of work and remain
impartial, but that doesn’t
make them less of a human,
or that they don’t care about
the community, just because
they don’t show it. doesn’t
mean it isn’t there.

Not everyone has it easy,
ourjobs differ.from one an-
other, we all have our own
hardships in our workplace.
We all work in different
fields, we are not aware of
the hardships faced by an
officer, a lawyer, ateacher, a
business owner, a sales per-
son, a content writer, a con-
struction worker, a cleaner,
and vice versa... except our
own, hence, making it easier
to judge others just by the
outward job description.

An Officer,,faces high
stress, long hours, decision
making process, and ac-
countability. .

A Lawyer, faces Tong/

doing things according to the law, and when
thepolice do it, you are all criticizing them
and instead, want to take things into your own
, hands. When they dont take things into
account, you re criticizing themfor being
useless and when they do, theyre still

really proud of our police
department.”

To: “We don’t need the
Meghalaya police,” “They
are faking news because they ,
couldn’t catch the culprit,”
“The Meghalaya police are
well stuffed with cash.” This
disparity highlights a deeper
issue, that people would ig-
nore the 99 right actions by .
them, but imprint “THAT” 1
wrongdoing.

When the police follow
law and order, they're often
criticized for being too strict.
Yet, when they don’t take
action, they're criticized for
being ineffective. It's a no-
win situation. Do they know
that mandatory steps are to
be taken in doing theirjob?

You want to be protected
by the law, doing things
according to the law, and
when the police do it, you
are all criticizing them and
instead, want to take things
into your own hands. When
they don’t take things into
account, you’re criticizing
them for being useless and

being criticized.

hours of study and court
appearances, high stakes
in cases, and dealing with
complex legal issues.

A Teacher, managing
classroom dynamics, meet-,
ing diverse student needs,
grading, and dealing with
curriculum changes and
parental expectations.

A Business owner, faces
early morning shifts, physi-
cal labour, meeting customer
demands, and maintaining
quality. .; > . .

A Salesperson, meet-
ing sales targets, dealing
with rejection, building and
maintaining customer rela-*
tionships.

A Content writer, meet-
ing deadlines, researching
topics, creating engaging
content, and adapting differ-
ent styles.

A Construction worker,
faces physical labour, work-
ing in challenging weather
conditions, safety, risk, and
meeting project deadlines.

A Cleaner, faces physical
labour, working in Various

As we navigate the complexities o flaw
enforcementlet us strivefor empathy and
understanding. Instead o fconsistently nitpick-
ing thepolice department, perhaps we should
try to understand the challenges they tooface
and try to appreciate their efforts and recog-
nize that theirjob isnt always rainbows and
roses, instead ofthrowing stones.

when they do, they’re still
.being criticized. ;

A recent incident involv-
ing physical assault of drug *
addicts illustrates this. You
were told to refrain from
such acts because you would
then be the one breaking
the law. Yet, some say the
police are biased towards
addicts, when in reality,
they're trying to maintain
law and order.

People with such amind-
set don’t know what i”s
like to be in their shoes and
do their work. You think
it is a piece of eake? If so,
what is stopping you from
joining the. police depart-
ment? Instead of barking
and criticizing, you could
be the heroes that you all try
to act, and fight all crimes
within a day.

T'mnottiyingto be-biased
here, but these are facts.
Have you ever wondered
that they too have rules and .
regulations to abide by?
They can’tjust do whatever
they want- whenever they
want? 1’m sure they hear
the public’s cries, anger and
frustration, but at times they
are left with no choice but
to follow the protocol that’s
being assigned to them.

Hence, this makes them
an enemy to the ordinary
eye. They are trained to

environments, dealing with
dirt and hazardous materials,
and maintaining cleanliness
standards.

Each profession comes-
with its unique set of chal-
lenges, whether physical,
emotional, or mental and
also with its own set ofrules
and protocols to follow.

As we navigate the com-
plexities oflaw enforcement,
letus strive for empathy and
understanding. Instead of
consistently nitpicking the
police department, perhaps
we should try to understand
the challenges they too face
and try to appreciate their
efforts and recognize that
their job isn’t always rain-
bows and roses, instead of
throwing stones. By working
together, we can build trust
and create a safer commu-
nity. Rather than focusing on
the 1 wrongdoing, let’s rec-
ognize the 99 right actions.
Together, we can foster a
more supportive environ-
ment for those who serve to
protect us. "

*Not everyone will agree
with this article. It may not
align with every reader's
perspective, but it aims to
provide an honest look at
some ground realities. If it
causes offense, 1must stress
that it is not intended to be
inflammatory or hurtful.
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Terror strikes again

WITH a deadly hit in the capital, the spectre
of terror is back to haunt the nation. A radical
group of doctors and many of their associates
are believed to have carried out the car bomb
blast that killed around 10 persons and injured
many more. Investigators also say the terror-
ists belonged to the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammed. The Jaish apparently indoctrinated
the doctors, including Umar who loaded his car
with the explosives and blasted it near the Red
Fort Metro Station. A manhunt is on to arrest
those who participated in this heinous act. Home
minister Amit Shah has said the security agen-
cieswould use their full'force to nail the culprits.
Having failed to avert the disaster, this now is
the only way forward; and this needs no over-
emphasizing. Admittedly, the security forces
have done a goodjob in detecting and extricating
stocks ofoVer 3000kg ofexplosives from terror-
istdens in Faridabad, Haryana, not far from the
national capital. Here too, a big question is, how
the militants could organise such'huge quanti-
ties of explosives and execute their operations
without the intelligence agencies getting any
hint ofthe gang’s operations so far.

Notably, Jaish-e-Mohammed leader Masood
Azhar, who has been organising several deadly
terrorist attacks on Indian soil in recent decades,
has not learnt a lesson from Operation Siri-
door. His sister and her family members were
decimated in the Indian military’s operations in
May last, while he himselfwas safely escorted
out ofhis den elsewhere by the Pakistani.mili-
tary brass. The advance information that India
provided, perhaps foolishly, to the Pakistani
governmentand military - that “we are coming,
and would target only the terrorists” —at that
crucial outset of the operations proved to be a
disaster. It is safe to assume that this helped in
the escape of Azhar and other top terror mas-
terminds to safe locations. Now that the Jaish
threatto Indiajspeace has resurfaced, the Modi
governmentwill have a lot to explain as to what
purpose Operation Sindoor served, and why it
had to be halted midway through its'deadly and

successful phase.

The Modi-led central establishment had
been successful in warding offregular terrorist
threats in recent times. Except, for some deadly
hits outside Kashmir Valley, the Islamic terror-
ists were generally kept at bay. There has been
perceptible improvement in the law order situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir itself. The security
agencies as also the political establishment in
Delhi deserve apat on theirback for this positive
turn, despite strong actions like the abrogation
of special status for Kashmir. All said,-the fight
against terrorism is a long-drawn endeavour.
Mature, yet hard-edged actions, at multiple
levels are necessary to ensure maintenance of
peace. There cannot be any compromise with
those who supportterror or encourage it through
their actions. At the same time, the gains that
the security forces achieved,,,for the nation so
far should notbe squandered through whimsical

political decisions.

Letters to the Editor

When rape
becomes a
child’s crime

Editor,

A shocking piece ofnews
from Hamirpur in Himachal
Pradesh sparked widespread
outrage just days ago. A
woman aged forty lost her
life in amannertoo painful to
put into words. Her attacker
was not a hardened criminal,
but a boy of fourteen from
Class 8, a child too young to
understand the consequences
of his own actions. Armed
with a sickle and a stick, he
inflicted grievous injuries
when the woman resisted his
brutal sexual assault.

The woman was later
found in critical condition
and rushed to the nearby hos-
pital, where she succumbed
to her injuries. The brutal-
ity of the attack has deeply
shaken the local community
and sparked widespread up-
roar. What does it mean
when a child, still of an age
to call her “mother,” turns

t

into her sexual assaulter and
killer? 1 strongly feel that
this is not .merely a crime,
it is a collapse of our moral
conscience. '

An elderly gentleman

commented, “The woman .

died notjust ofwounds, but

of a society’s silence on the .

rampant outrageous stuff
in mobile phones in the
form of reels and videos on
Instagram, Facebook, and
YouTube, which our school
children are exposed to.” He
aptly pointed outhow we’ve
turned a blind eye to what’s
creeping into young minds
these days.

Another heartbreak-
ing tale came to light from
Ghasera village in Haryana.
It was brought to the no-
tice of the local police just
over a week ago. A girl of
fifteen, now seven months
pregnant, Was repeatedly
raped by a boy of.the same
age, fourteen.. How do we
process such incidents in
rapid succession? Are they
not incidents that should
make us more serious arid
more decisive? Are they not

Who Made Our Youth Incompetent

They tell us the Secretariat
is the heart of our state. But
whose blood does it pump?

Walk through the corridors
ofpower in Shillong, and you'll
notice something peculiar. The
same faces. The same names
on different doors. Men—and
they are mostly men—who
have already drunk deep from
the well of government ser-
vice, who have received their
gold watches and farewell
speeches, who have collected
their retirement benefits, now
sit again in air-conditioned
offices. Contractual, they call
it. Consultants, they say. As
if new titles can disguise old
hunger.

The: government's own'or-
der from October 2023 makes
it clear that retired officers
can be hired back and paid
"equal to list pay drawn minus
pension™ or even more. They
do work. They earn money.
And here's the beautiful math
of privilege: their pensions
are waiting for them, on hold
but not given up, ready to be
claimed as soon as they decide\
they've had enough of double-
dipping; Please tell me if this
is a policy or theft.

Numbers don't lie, even
when governments do.;

Seventy thousand young
.people in Meghalaya become
eligible for work every year.

By Napoleon S Mawphniang

people work on projects that
get help from outside Sources.
What else? The ChiefMinister
said that general projects were
chosen through a "transparent,
tendering process."Only 26 of
them are local consultants.
Let that sink in like mon-
soon rain through atin roof. In
a state where unemployment
bleeds the youth dry, where ev-
ery household has at least one
graduate without work, only
26 of 124 consultants are from
Meghalaya. The others come
bearing degrees from distant
universities, experience from

other states, expertise in ev-
erything except the one thing
that matters: understanding
the people they're supposed
to serve.

portfolios. Ask how many
departments are understaffed
while retired officers occupy
consultant chairs. The data
exists. Thetruthiis there, dusty.
and inconvenient, waiting for
someone to demand it. ’
This isn't efficiency; it's
administrative acrobatics per-
formed by a government that
would rather overburden the
few than employ the many:
And when’these overbur-
dened officers fail—when
projects delay, when schemes
collapse, when files gather
dust—wh,o0 pays? Not them.

Us. The citizens. The youth =

are still waiting. .

India's relationship with
post-retirement appointments
isn't new. After Independence,

there's always money for con-
tractual appointments ofthose
who've already been paid?

Why do we celebrate "con-
sultants bringing expertise”,
when they're brought from
outside to solve problems they
don't understand for people
they'll never meet? :

If Meghalaya's youth truly
lack competence, why hasn't
the government declared an
education emergency? Why
aren't we overhauling schools
and colleges instead of over-
paying outsiders?

When an officer handles
three departments and fails at
all three, why isn't anyone held
accountable? .

And here's the uncomfort-
able one: are we running a
government or an old boys'
club? I'm not suggesting all
retired officers are corrupt or

They don't speak Khasi. > Jawaharlal Nehru's govern- mall consultants are useless.

They can't understand Garo.
Jaintia? Forget it. They arrive
with PowerPoint presentations
and best practices "from Pune
or Patna, and we're supposed
to be grateful. They draft poli-
cies for/communities whose
names they mispronounce,
design programs for villages
they'll never visit, and colleot
fees that could employ ten lo-
,cal graduates. m

The government defends
this. "Technical experts," the

-U\xry_single-~y£ar..The .g0V—; Chief Minister calls them.

eminent-—our government,
the one we elect, the one
that speaks of development
andyouth empowerment—
provides 2,000 to 2,500 jobs.
Do the mathematics. That
leaves:67,500 young men
and women staring at closed
doors. Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma admitted this in the
Assembly in September2025,
his words clinicaland careful,
as if speaking about surplus
crop 'production rather than
surplus human beings. :

Where do these 67,500 go?;
Into the informal economy,
if they're lucky. Into depres-
sion, if they're not. Into the
exodus Bangalore, Delhi,
Guwahati—anywhere but
here. And while they pack
their bags,,a retired 1AS officer
somewhere in the Secretariat
signs a fresh contract, his third
or fourth extension approved
without debate,, without ad-
vertisement, without even the
pretense of competition.

/ 1s this governance or geri-
atric hoarding?

The government admitted
in September 2023 that it had
hire<j 124 consultants in differ-
ent departments and paid them'
atotal ofRs 22.56 crore inthat
financial year alone. Fifty-nine

symptoms of a deeper mal-
aise, amoral feverthat bums
quietly beneath the surface
of our modem lives?
Wemust ask, what are we
feeding the minds ofour chil-
dren? When mobile pliones
open up gateways to “insane
vulgarity,” and entertainment
plays up outrageous aggres-
sion, can sex education from
class 6, as many claim is a
must, cleanse their mirids
and thoughts? Let’s not be
hypocritical. Let us not be
deluded. It is the question of
our yoiinger generation. It is
the question of the death of
their tenderness and the rise
oftheir bestiality!
v \ , Yoursetc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

A Ray of Hope
Amid Rising
Cancer Gases

Editor,

Atatime when cancerhas
become a painful reality for
countless families, the recent

« Capacity building," he as-
sures us. But here's a question
nobody wants to answer: if our
own youth aren't competent
enough, who made them in-
competent? Who ran the edu-
cation system for the past fifty
years? Who promised quality
schools and delivered crum-

bling buildings? Who sent 1re-employment. Translation: -

teachers who never showed
up, who created universities

that produce degrees but not.

skills?

Ifour children aren't ready, .

whose failure is that?

There's another scandal
hiding in plain sight, one that'
the Right to Information Act
could illuminate if anyone
cared to file the query.

,  Officers in Meghalayarou-

tinely handle more than one
department. Sometimes two.
Sometimes three. A bureaucrat
meant }o focus on health also
manages education. Someone
responsible for tourism also
oversees urban affairs. They
sit in meetings for Department
Ain the morning, Department
B in the afternoon, and by
evening they're too exhausted
to deliver for either. .

Go ahead. File an RTI.
Ask how many officers are
currently holding multiple

reportin The Shillong Times
(Nov 11, 2025), “Research-
unlocks anticancer proper-'
ties of endangered M ’laya
plant”, comes as a heartening
ray ofhope.

The disco.very by re-
searchers from Nagaland
University and Assam
Down Town University that

ment faced .similar questions:
should colonial-era officers
be re-employed? Should the
Raj's bureaucrats be given new
life in free India? The debate
-was fierce. Some argued for
institutional knowledge. Oth-
fers warned against recycling

Some bring genuine expertise.
Some serve with integrity. But
systems aren't built on excep-
tions; they're built on rules.
And our rules increasingly
favor those who've already fed
over those still hungry., j

, Thetragedy isn'tjustinthe

a, system built to extract; not ®67,500 unemployed youth.

serve. We chose a middle

It's in what that number rep-

path—sometimes wise, often mresents: a future postponed,

weak. The Assam' Govern-,
ment.'s ,1968: order (which
Meghalaya inherited) set 55
asthe limit for re-employment,
with exceptional cases extend-
ing to 58. The spiritwas .clear:
make room for newblood. The
practice,’ as always, has been
something else entirely.

In2018, the central govern-
ment clarified there's no man-
datory "cooling off period"”
for retired officer™ seeking

retire on Friday, return on

Monday, if the connections

are right. Pension? It waits.
Power? It never left.

.Eduardo Galeano wrote of
Latin America's veins'being
opened and drained by those
who claimed to develop it
He wrote of systems designed
not to distribute wealth but-to
concentrate it, not to empower
the many but to epoch the few.
"Substitute geography with op-
portunity, and the metaphor
fits Meghalaya perfectly.

. Our veins’ too, are Open.
But the blood flowing out is
young. So let's dispense with
"diplomacy. Let's abandon
the- sugar-coated language
of press releases and official,
statements. Why does a retired
officer deserve a second salary
mote than a fresh graduate de-
serves afirst? Why are we told
there's no money for perma-
nent positions, but somehow

extinction..

We must realise that con-
serving our natural wealth
is not just.“boufprotecting
trees itisaboutprotecting
life itself. Meghalaya’s for-
ests are living pharmacies,
silently holding cures that
humanity may need tomor-
row. Letus protectthem with

Goniothalamus simonsii— « awareness and gratitude.

an endangered plant found
in our Meghalaya’s forests—
contains strong anticancer
properties offers both scien-
tific promise and emotional
comfort. For.those who have
seen loved ones suffer from
this dreaded disease, such

news feels like a gentle reas- _

surance thatnature still holds
the power to heal.

This finding is not only
about medicine but also

about rediscovering the val- .

ue ofour land and traditions.
For generations, local com-
munities have trusted, the
curative powers of plants.
It is inspiring’to see sci-
ence now confirming that
ancient wisdom. Yet, it is
deeply worrying that this
very plant is on the brink of

Yours etc.,
Jairaj,
"Via email

Issue with the
LDA, District
Selection
Committee
(DSC) Exam

Editor,

This piece of writing is
specifically related to the
LDA cum Typist exam con-
ducted by the District Selec-
tion Committee (DSC) on
November 8, 2025 where |
was allotted an examination
centre in one of the schools

talent wasted, hope bureau-
cratized into oblivion. It's in
the young woman with an
engineering degree working
at a call center. It's in the
young man' with a master's in
economics driving a taxi. It's
in the parents who sold land
to educate their children, only
to watch them leave because
staying means suffocating.

Meghalaya is not lacking
in talent. Visit any college,
any coaching center where
aspirants prepare for UPSC
or banking exams. The hunger
for opportunity is palpable,
almost physical. Whatwe lack
is a governmentwillingto pri-
oritize future over familiarity,
potential over pedigree.

The doors of the Secre-
tariat remain closed to most.

' But they swing wide—al-

ways, conveniently wide—for
those who've already walked
through. Until we change that,

. every speech about youth em-

powermentisjust noise. Every
promise ofjob creation isjust
air. And every retired officer
who signs a new contract is
another nail in the coffin of

#omeone else's dream.

Sixty-seven thousand, five
hundred nails.Every.year.
Tell me that doesn't keep you
awake at night.

(The writer is Advocate ,

" Trade UnionistEthicist & The
.Humanist Architect)

in Shillong (I don't want
to mention the name of the
school as it will bring bad
repute to the school), where
to our utter surprise we were
not allowed to take along
with us the question booklet;
at least in my room. | really
don't know ifthe same pro-
cedure was followed in other
rooms of the same school,
as other aspirants in other
examination centres were
allowed to take along with
them the question booklet.
At the end of the examina-
tion. | could see several
policemen and Executive
Magistrates at the campus of
the test centre, | don’t know
what the reason for that was
as there was a sudden rush
of these officials to enter
the premises of the school
campus.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld Onrequest,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

From Opportun

ism to Renewal

Why Zenith Shngma’s
Return Matters for

Meghalay

a’s Future

By Lang Kupar Kharpun War

Zenith Sarigma’s return to
the Congress ismore than apo-
litical act—it signals a chance
for Meghalaya’s politics to
turn away from opportunism
and [etum to first principles;
integrity, accountability, and

mind citizens that-democracy
is not only about xietory but
about values, not just about
power but about purpose. The
Congress, for all its wear and
'tear, still stands for the sanctity
of the Constitution at a time

public, service. Atatime when # when'-its spirit is being hol-

politics across the state has
grown increasingly transac-
tional, when trust between
citizens and institutions has
thinned, his decision to return
to the Congress calls fofreflec-
tion. It feels both personal and
political," but it also signals:
something larger— a call to
reclaim integrity from'the
cynicism of opportunism.

To grasp the significance
Of Zenith’s return, one must
revisit the experiment that
preceded, it—the briefand
turbulent joumey of the Tri-
narnool Congress (TMC) in
Meghalaya. From.the start,

the TMC'’s entry into the state .

was marred by contradictions..
Even with the formidable lead-
ership of.Dr. Mukul Sangma
and the experienced- Charles
Pyngrope, who despite his
long political career could
not steer the party or establish
its presence in the state, the'
party’s presence was built not
on ideology or moral clarity
but oh ambition. It came prom-
ising change, but it lacked the
empathy, patience, and under-
standing needed to take root
in Meghalaya’s, unique po-
litical soil. Like many projects
driven by the thirst for power
mrather than the desire to serve,
ifcrumbled once its immediate
goals wentunmet. m

The TMC’s leadership—
both in Bengal and in Megha-
lava -approached politics as
a transaction, not as a rela-
tionship. When power proved
elusive, purpose vanished. The
party’s defeat; was therefore
not accidental but inevitable.
The “Bengal model,” with its
history of political violence,
factionalism, and populist ag-
gression, never appealed to the
people of Meghalaya. Here,
politics moves to-a gentler
rhythm—through community
dialogue and through slow
consensus rather than confron-
tation. The combative style
that defined Bengal’s politics
felt alien to Meghalaya’s tem-
perament. \Voters saw through
the performance. The TMC
was not simply an outsider—it
carried an outsider’s tempera-
ment.

Formany inthe Garo Hills,.

there were other, more rooted
choices. TheNational People’s
Party (NPP), despite its com-
promises and growing close-
ness to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), still embodied .
something recognisably local.
It offered familiarity, pride
of place, and the comfort
of leadership drawn from
within. :Eveh as the' Con-
gress.struggled with defec-
tions and~fatigue, it retained
deep roots—an organisational
memory and moral familiarity
that the TMC could not repli-
cate. The TMC’s failure was
thus notjust electoral—it was
moral and cultural, a lesston in
how politics collapses when
divorced from belonging.

It is within this landscape
that Zenith Sangma’s return
to. the Congress gains its full
meaning.. His admission that
the Congress is where, he
“tnily. belongs” is not merely
sentiment—it is, an act of
reflection. His critique of the
NPP-led government—ofcor-
ruption, institutional decay,
and the weakening ofessential'
sectors like education; health,
and law and order—echoes,
what many citizens feel. In a
state where people are losing
faith in their government, his
return is not a matter oftactics
but ofconscience— arecogni-
tion where people.are losing
faith in their government, his
return is not a matter oftactics
but of conscience— arecogni-
tion that when politics loses its
principle's, democracy begins
to decay. At a time when the :
Congress is fighting to reassert
itself in Meghalaya, Zenith’s
return bolsters both its base in
the Garo Hills and its broader
moral claim—to represent
renewal and integrity in'public
life. The Congress, despite its
internal flaws, remains the
only national party that has
spoken consistently against
the authoritarian drift of the
BJP-RSS combine. Through
campaigns like Bharat Jodo
Yatra and Vote Chori, Rahul
Gandhi arid others have tried;
to restore the moral vocabu-
lary of Indian politics—to re-

lowed-out. -
Leaders like Zenith Sang-
ma, havingvvitnessed the ero-

; sion ofboth state and national

institutions; seem to under-
* standthat the only real counter
to the NPP-BJPjuggernaut is
a revitalised Congress. The
light is not merely about elec-
tions; it is about defending the
Republic’s soul. The BJP-RSS
ecosystem has worked steadily.
to weaken democratic institu-
tions, erode federalism, and
replace civic reasoning with
ideological obedience- Be-
neath its rhetoric of regional
autonomy, the NPP-practises
apolities ofexpediency”one
that trades loyalty for power,
corrodes institutions through
corruption and defections, and
survives in symbiosis with its
master at the Centre, the BJP.
It has become. less a voice of
the people than a broker of
power. To resist this, Megha-
laya needs not just regional
assertion but a national moral
alliance—one that binds the

defence'of local identity; with :

the protection of constitutional
integrity. The Congress, with
,its historic reach and demo-
cratic imagination, remains
best equipped to carry that
torch.' ] Sk
At the same time, the rise
of the Voice of the People
Party (\VPP) captures the rest-
lessness ofMeghalaya’s elec-
torate. Its anti-corruption mes-
sage arid youthful appeal have
struck a chord, particularly in
the Khasi Hills. Yet its strength
also exposes its limits. Rooted
in Khasi regionalism, the VPP
mstruggles, to reach beyond its
cultural base. Meghalaya’s
political fabric—woven from
i Khasi, Jaintia, arid Garo iden-
tities—demands a broader,
morel inclusive vision. The
VPP may clean part of the
system, but it cannot rebuild
the whole. The moral renewal
« of the state will depend on-a
politics that unites father than
divides — one that can speak
to Khasi; Jaintia, and Garo
alike, instead ofretreating into
narrow identities. *  ’
That is where the Con-
' gress’s enduring relevance
lies.” For all its challenges, it
remairis the only party capable

ofbridging regional aspiration ;

with national purpose. It car-
rieswithin it the legacy of the
* freedom movement, the insti-
tutional experience to uphold
democracy, and the moral vo-
. cabulary to counter the creep-
ing authoritarianism of the
NPP-BJP alliance. Meghalaya,
: burdened by joblessness, ad-
diction, and a struggling health
.'system, needs less spectacle
and more sincerity-"-a form of
governance rooted in empathy,
: responsibility, and everyday
realities.;

Zenith Sarigma’s return,
then, should be seen as more
than nostalgia—it is an invita-
tion to renewal. But renewal

: demands courage: thecourage
to rebuild a party, to restore
trust, and to inspire a new

: generation. Alongside younger
leaders like Saleng Sangma,
Zenith has the opportunity to
help the .Congress rise above
the confines of party politics
and the pursuit of power—to
become a genuine civic move-
ment that rebuilds trust, en-
courages citizens to question

and care, and nurtures empa- .

thy and moral imagination in
the making ofa morejust and
compassionate Meghalaya.
What should Zenith Sang-
ma’s return mean for, the class-
room, for civil society, for'the
1 youth of Meghalaya? Perhaps
" itisareminderthat democracy;
begins in how we teach, how
we listen, and how we imagine
the common good.Ifthe Con-
gress and its leaders cart use.
thismoment torevive trust and
moral purpose, it could mark
a turning point—not only for'
the party, but for the state’s
democratic soul. If, instead,
it remains a strategic move in.
the chessboard of power, then
the deeper crisis will.persist—
"the crisis of how we live, and
how we teachthe fragile art of
democracy itself. '
. (The author is Assistant
Professor Department o fEng-
lish NEHU, Shillong, langku-
parWar@gmail.com)
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“ Wisdom is humble that he knows no more.”
— Wi illiam Gowper
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Education in a crisis

CHIEF Minister, Conrad Sangma has reiterated that
Meghalaya is staring at a crisis as far as education is
concerned. He stated at apublic function that Megha-
laya currently has 206 schools with zero enrolment
and 2,269 schools with single-digit enrolment. This
has not happened under the watch ofthe MDA gov-
ernment. It has been a chronic ailment dating back
to several decades but one that did not receive due
attention. It is only when the educational outcomes
in Meghalaya were reviewed by external agencies
that the malaise is now out in the open. This abysmal
status of education should not have been allowed to
continue but for the fact that successive governments
lacked the political will to take necessary action.
Most of these rural schools were started without
weighing their survivability. They stand testimony
to the political opportunism ofthe times when even
teachers were political appointees, many of whom
sub-contracted their teaching jobs to others.

The. investment in these schools which were al-
lowed to function simply because no government
dared to shut them down for fear of political ramifi-
cations and the prospect of losing the next elections,
have resulted in zero outcomes. No MLA ever cared
for the fate of students or bothered to find out why
students were not enrolled in these schools and how
S0 many teachers were appointed in the ajbsence of
students. Now the onus is upon the MDA-2 govern-
ment to take corrective action and rationalise the
different categories of schools including closing
many of these Schools. The Chief Minister voiced
his concern about not hampering the livelihoods of
teachers but the question here is whether the liveli-
hoods of teachers in non-functional schools are
more important than the students. No one has ever
consulted students and asked them why they prefer
to stay out ofthe classroom than inside it. Some hard
and decisive actions need to follow now. The Gov-
ernment has to admit that education in Meghalaya is
in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). The focus should
shift from Shillong to the rural hamlets immediately.
That’s where the problems are embedded. The Edu-
cation Commission that recently submitted its report
relied on secondary data because getting primary
data is time consuming. Yet Meghalaya needs the
latest drop-out figures at every level ofeducation and
ask why th&Net Enrolment Ration (NER) is falling
as student progress to higher classes. Government is
investing a lot on several programmes but very little
in data collection. Without robust data how can any
meaningful'intervention happen? ‘

Government must also accept that the outdated
curriculum written by authors with no knowledge
of the state and its eco-system is rejected by stu-
dents because it is irrelevant to their way of life.
The curriculum simply does riot address the needs
of students in rural Meghalaya. Also,,the directive
by the Education Department that no child shall
be held back in any class till the completion of
elementary education is problematic. How can. a
student who has not grasped the basics in Class 8 be
promoted to Class 9? That student will then fail in
the SSLC exams and drop out. Educational reforms
are warranted but after extensive consultations and
pragmatic analysis.

Letters to the.Editor

and the Death of Boredom The Human Face Behind

By Angad Singh

I was travelling in tKe Del-
hi metro last week, amidst the
millions of daily commuters
when T noticed-something
strange. There was not one
single person around me
whose eyes weren't glued to
their phone. Strangely, noth-
ing unusual about that, one
might say. But what was un-
settling for me was the speed
at Which they were scrolling.
Thumb flicks every second.
Like they were searching for
something they would never.
find. Aimlessly consuming
more and more, faster and
faster, through an endless
stream of content that didn't
seem to satisfy them.

Then | slid my phone out
and caught myselfdoing the
very same thing.

We have built a world
around us where boredom
has become almost impos-
sible to experience. Within
seconds of feeling under
stimulated, we can summon
infinite entertainment, an-
swers, and companionship.
The technology promises
efficiency, connection, and
unlimited creative output”.
Yet something feels funda-
mentally wrong about this.
bargain we have made. ;
> The question is not so
much about quantifying the
productivity of these tools.
Everyone knows what they
do. The question is rather
about losing something es-
sential in the process; some-.
thing that only takes form in
the pause between thoughts
and in my case, in the deaf-
ening silence on a train ride
full of strangers on a slow
afternoon.

Boredom used to be a
fundamental part of human
existence. Everyone waited
days for the letters. Thgre_
was an eagerness to hear
the phone ring. Long lines
of people without anything
to distract them except their
own thoughts. These mo-
ments were not always fun.
Often, they caused deep
discomfort. But they were
also the very moments when

X minds wandered into unex-

pected femtory. And each
mind had its own freedom to
wander without an individu-
ally curated but universally
accessible social media feed
seeping into everyone's sub-,
conscious. Neuroscience
suggests that boredom is
key in activating the default
mode network in our brains.

, This is the very network
associated with daydream-
ing, self-reflection, and
creative problem solving,
according to Eastwood. In
breaks from external stimuli,

the brain begins making con-
'nections between disparate
ideas. It manufactures future
scenariosi It processes unre-
solved and non-discrete emo-
tions. This mode ofthinking
seems unproductive because
nothing tangible is being
produced. However, it may
be precisely where the in-
novation begins.
Consider how many
, breakthrough ideas emerged
during moments of enforced
idleness. Archimedes in his

bath. Newton was watch-:

,ing an apple fall while his
mind wandered. Poincare
described how mathemati-:
cal solutions came to him
during aimless walks rather
than focused study sessions.
These stories have become
cliches. But they all point to
something real about how
human cognition works.
The mind needs slack in'
the system. It needs time to
consolidate, wander, and take
unexpected leaps.

Al gets,rid of that slack.
Every question is answered
immediately. Each moment
ofpotential boredom is filled
with algorithmically opti-
mized content. Eventually,

"we lose the conditions under.
mwhich certain kinds ofthink- .

ing are made possible.
There is a difference be-'

' tween having tools that aug-.

ment our thinking and having
tools that replace it. The cal-
culator did notmake us worse
at mathematics. We still had
to understand and decide
what calculation needs to
be inputted and whether the
answer was correlated to the
problem. Distinctly, Al does
not just calculate, it gener-
ates, suggests, and pretends
to offer a complete solution.
It anticipates what we want
.to say before we have fully
worked it out ourselves.
When one asks an Al
to help brainstorm ideas,
it vomits a list within sec-
onds. The thoughts are often
-good, sometimes excellent,
but often garbage. And on
looking closely one notices
something troubling. The
thought process feels very
similar across different ses-
sions’ The ideas and thoughts
are of Someone who may be
well read but thinks lazily
and shallowly.
-This may. be a limitation,
of. current Al capabilities
.as future versions could
possibly generate genuine
novel ideas. But there is a
deeper concern here about
the pipeline itself which is,

Fading spirit of  Conserving
neighbourliness and restoring
Editor, Heritage

We often take pride in the
cultural practice of ka sngi
kylliang ka nongkylliang,
one of the noble tenets of
Niamtre, our indigenous
faith. It teaches that neigh-
bours must stand by one
another in times of need,
sharing not only labour and
food, but also comfort and
compassion. Yet today, this-
beautiful principle seems to
be observed only on certain
occasions, particularly dur-
ing’ Linam, when members
of Sein Raij Niamtre visit
a bereaved family to offer
prayers and words of con-
solation. ’

. Outside such moments of
loss, the spirit of sngi kyl-

liang nongkylliang is seldom, *

seenin daily life. Modernity,
individualism, and the pace
of urban living have quietly
*weakened our sense of com-
munity. The willingness to
look out for one another once
the heart ofour society is be-
ing replaced by indifference
and isolation.

It is time to reflect deeply
on whether we are still living
by the values our ancestors
held sacred. Ka sngi kylliang
ka nongkylliang was never
meant to be a ritual bound
to mourning alone; it is a
way of life meant to guide us
every day injoy, in hardshipv
and in the quiet struggles of
those around us. ,

Let -us revive this spirit
of neighbourliness before it-
fades away completely, for
in doing so, we reaffirm riot
only our humanity but also
the living essence ofNiamtre
itself..

Yours etc.,
Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah,
Via email

Buildings

, Editor,

Apropos'of'the news ar-
ticle, “State Gowvt, set to de-
molish iconic Laban Circuit
House” (ST Nov. 10,2025), it
is really sad that the govern-
ment is planning to demolish
yet another iconic structure in
the city just to pave, the way
for a new concrete-building.
First it was the re-develop-
ment plan of the PWD com-
plex at BarikPoint, followed
by the demolition of the St
Anthony’s School Building
and now this. Why can’t, we
retain heritage buildings by
restoring them? Why must
the price of development
always be so ugly? The said
Circuit House isn’t just a
heritage building but it has.
historical significance due to
its association with Dr. Bid-
han Chandra Roy, the second
ChiefMinister of West Bengal
and a renowned physician.
His family owried the house
atKench’s Trace Laban which
later was converted to the
Circuit House..

For those who have lived
and grown up in Laban, the
Circuit House has been an
iconic landmark and the
thought of it being taken down
is in itself painful. Through
your esteemed daily 1 will
like to urge the concerned
authorities to give it a second
thought and think of ways to
restore these buildings instead
of replacing them with con-
crete structures. The charm
of Shillong as it is has been
dwindling fast with buildings
replacing the old Assam type
houses and adding this to
the growing list is not a wise
decision.

Yours etc.,  fear and awakes to a future
Anubrata Choudhury,  of dignity.

New Delhi If Meghalaya can turn this
policy into a people’s mis-,
Teenage sion, it will set an example
for the whole countiy — that
pregnancy, humanity, when guided by
conscience, can protect what

a curse ¢

is most sacred: a child’s right

Editor, ;7 ;

S ) to a safe and loving world.
With deep concern and %(ours atc..
hope, lwish to express my Jairaj,
feelings on the news report Via email

, 0f November 11 about the
, Meghalaya government’s pro-
posal for a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) under the

Need to revive

POCSO0 Act arid on the issue IndlgenOUS

of early marriages. This step

deserves recognition. It shows, treeS and p|antS
;awill to act where silence has.

reigned for too long. Behind Editor,

The news report, “Guv
.warns of serious ecological
imbalances due to monocul-
ture” (STNovember 11,2025)
made interesting reading.
Wl hree centuries ago, the Khasi
:Hills were dominated by dense
subtropical forests rich in
endemic and sacred species,
.including Khasi Holly (llex
khaSiana), Castanopsis, Quer-
cus, and Various lauraceae and
Rhododendron species. These
thrived in, sacred groves and
montane ecosystems shaped
by ,indigenous conservation.
A detailed breakdown of tree
species that likely thrived
in Khasi Hills around three
hundred years ago based on
ecological continuity and
indigenous memory: '

1 Khasi Holly (llex kha-
siana) . . . u.

«Status: Endemic and evo-
lutionarily distinct

 Habitat: Montane sub-'
tropical forests, especially
sacred groves 1 .

Cultural Role: Considered
sacred; protected by taboos
and rituals

« Current Status: Critically
endangered due to habitat
loss ..

2. Castanopsis”spp.

every, statistic of abuse or
early motherhood, there is a
frightened child who never
had a choice. When we protect
them, we protect the Very soul
of our society.
Early marriage, though not
officially accepted, continues
, quietly in many villages. It
robs‘children of their inno-
cence and replaces it with fear
and responsibility far beyond
their years. Poverty and ig-
norance often stand behind
these stories, but so does our
collective failure to speak, up.
It is time We replaced silence
with understanding and pun-
ishment with prevention.
It is encouraging that the
government is involving vil-
lagers, churches, NGOs, and
traditional institutions in this
effort. Real change begins,
when people are spoken to
in their own language and
with respect. Awareness must
reach every village, every
home, where a young girls
tears still go unseen. But laws
alone are not enough. A child
who has suffered needs more
thanjustice — she needs care,
compassion, and the chance to
heal! True progress is when'
every child sleeps without

that offloading ideation to
machines deteriorates the
muscle of generative think-
ing over time.

4 Scholars who use Al to
write their essays may pro-
duce quantitatively' more
work in the short term, but
they .may also be depriving
themselves of the struggle
through which thinking de-
velops. Al accelerates this
change by wiping away the
struggle of going through,
a difficult text, line by line.
Why sit scratching your
heads when you can demand
immediate clarity? The loss
is that we don’t fully rec-
ognize "the significance of
confusion: it is often where
understanding begins. The
estruggle to articulate half
formed thoughts is how
those thoughts become fully
formed. \

The argument that the
abundance of having ac-
cess to more information,
entertainment, and creative
content than ’any previous
generation makes us more
creative, informed and ca-
pable stands true in very
few contexts. Most people
report feeling overwhelmed,
paralyzed by options, and
unable to commit to any
single pursuit long enough
to develop real expertise.
This is termed as “decision
paralysis” by Barry Schwartz
in the Paradox of Choice.

Al worsens this problem
by seemingly equalizing the
accessibility of otherwise
diverse and distinct actions.
Want to learn piano? An Al
tutor can get you started.
Wantto write a novel? Al can
generate plot outlines and
character descriptions. Want
to paint? Al can create imag-
es from text prompts. These
tools remarkably lower bar-
riers' to entry. This sounds
democratic and promising,
but also steals away the
human effort that is used
to force commitment and
remain committed.

Human attention remains
finite despite the-grand,
evolution of mankind. We
have roughly sixteen wak-
ing hours each day and a
fairly small fraction of that
time can be spent in focused
concentration. Every minute
spent consuming Al gener-
ated content or interacting
with Al systems buys into
the next minute not spent
engaging with real thoughts
and ideas.

The content is not nec-
essarily bad, and thus, the

, *Family: Fagaceae
* Traits: Evergreen, nut-
*bearing'trees , .
' - Ecological Role: Key-
stone species in mid-elevation
forests
« Use: Timber, food, and
shade in traditional agrofor-
estry
3. Quercus spp. (Oaks)
«Family: Fagaceae
Traits; Hardy, slow-grow-
ing, canopy-forming
” «Role: Soil stabilizers and
biodiversity anchors
e« Presence: Likely abun-
dant in higher elevations and
sacred groves , ,. - .
4. Lauraceae Family (e.g.,
Litsea, Cinnamomum)
* Traits: Aromatic trees
and shrubs ' .: ' ’
* Use: Medicinal, ritual,
and culinary A
mEcological Role: Under-
story and mid-canopy species
in moist forests \ . 1
5. Rhododendron arbore-
um \
e traits: Flowering tree
with vibrant red blossoms
v Elevation: Thrives in
higher altitudes . .
* Cultural Role: Used in
rituals and folk medicine
6. Schima wallichii
« Common Name: Needle ,
wood
* Use:
wood
- Presence: Common in-
mixfed forests and village
peripheries
' Governor Vijayashankar
rightly noted that nearly 90%
of the sacred hills areas are
now covered by pine trees and
this pained him as pine trees
do riot belong to this land.
He has rightly called to look
back “100, 200, or even 300
years to identify what trees
or plant species existed here
and work to bring them back.”
Pine trees can be hazardous to
the environmentwhen planted
in excess or outside :their
native range, as they reduce

limber and fire-

problem is not the nature
of the content. Much of it is
entertaining, and some, even
educational. The problem is
its relentlessness; its end-
lessness, There is no natural
point at which it stops. The
feed and. suggestions are
infinite. You finish one video,
and three more are queued.
You close one chat, and an-
other notification pops up.

. The most unsettling as-
pect of Al's rise is most
definitely how it changes
humans', relationship with
uncertainty. Our species has
always held space for unan-
swered questions, unsolved
mysteries, and ambiguities
in life. While this uncertainty
was uncomfortable, it, was
very importantly genera-
tive. It kept us curious while
enabling a sense of ease
without knowing.

. The danger is that we be-
come intellectually passive
and mentally lazy. Why use
your own cognitive abilities
when the Al can do it for
you? Why sit with confusion
when clarity is a prompt
away? Why read the long
original thinkers when the
Al can summarize all df
humanities philosophers?
There'S a good reason to
use each of these shortcuts
independently. However,
collectively, they add up to a
fundamental shift in how we
-engage with' knowledge.

One way to end this would
be with recommendations
like delete the apps, take
walks, embrace discomfort.
But who hasn't heard that
before, arid here you still are,
reading, scrolling, consum-
ing. We all are.

Perhaps the real ques-
tion isn't how to reclaim
boredom, It is whether we
have the capacity to want
it back. Whether we can
,be with ourselves when no
one and no screen is watch-
ing. Whether we remember
what our thoughts sound like
when they're uninterrupted,
incorrect, and incomplete,
not.tampered with by air
algorithm.

The only one way to find
out requires doing the one
thing that has become al-
most impossible: stopping.
Not replacing this article
with another. Not switching
apps. Not asking an Al what
it thinks about what you just
read. Simply stopping.

The space after this final
period is yours. What will
you fill it with?

(The writer- is a 4th Year
B Tech Student at Plaksha
University, Mohali)

biodiversity, dry up water
sources- and even contribute
to air pollution. Pine replaces
diverse native forests with
single-species stands, leading'
to sharp decline in plant and
animal diversity. In regions
. like Khasi Hills, pine has dis-
placed native climax species
«like Castanopsis, Quercus and
Kseh Blei (God’s tree) botani-
cal name Taxus Baccata. Pine
trees have dense root systems
and needle-like leaves called
pine needles reduce soil mois-
ture and intercept rainfall.,
e Studies in Nepal and
Northeast India show that
pine-dominated landscapes
are linked to drying springs
and reduced groundwater
recharge. Pine emits volatile
organic compounds (VOCs)
like isoprene and monbter-
penes. These VOCs react with
human-made pollutants for
aerosols and smog, contrib-
uting to poor air-quality and
climate'change. Pine needles
are highly flammable and their
accumulation on forest floors
increases the risk ofwildfires.
In dry seasons, pine forests
become fire-prone landscapes,
especially in areas, with de-
clining ritual maintenance or
grazing. The slow decomposi-
tion of pine needles releases
acidic compounds which can
lower soil pH and inhibit the-
growth of under-story plants.
Pines become problematic
;wheri introduced as exotics in

non-native ecosystems, Used.

in large-scale monoculture
plantations, displace sacred
groves or climax forests and
are managed without tradi-
tional ecological knowledge.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
. Vja email
Articles.and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of.
The Shillong Times

the Ad-hoc “Saga”

By Andrew Suiam

. | read with interest the re-
cent pp-ed by Melarbor L.
Thabahtitled “A Contemporary
Antidote to the Non-Perma-
nent Staff Saga,” (ST Nov 10.
2025). The piece raises valid
administrative concerns about
ad-hoc appointments, sane-,
tioned posts, and the process
of regularisation. While some
of his observations deserve,
reflection, | feel compelled—
not only as a concerned citizen
but as one who believes in the
human dimension of public
service—to offer a gentle yet .
firm counter-view.

My conviction is simple: -
the men and women who serve
in ad-hoc capacities are not
the government’s slaves to
be used at will and discarded
when inconvenient. They are
fellow human beings—public
servants in every sense—whose
dedication, loyalty, and sacri-
fice deserve recognition, riot
rejection. .

1 The Ancient Lesson We
Must Not Forget m

; There’s an old image'worth
recalling: “In ancient Egypt, During the pandemic, when
honey would be applied on  hospitals .were overwhelmed
the servants so the flies would mand fear, gripped society, it was
land on them and not on the  not policy: papers-but people
Pharaoh.” (who held the line. Ad-hoc

If we look honestly at our . nurses, sanitary staff, drivers,.
present system, that metaphor- and clerks stood wheremany -
feels uncomfortably familiar. :dared not. They were called
Those at the lower end of gov-  “frontline heroes.” But heroes, i
ernment service often absorb  once the crisis is over, should
the hardship, the blame, and  not be treated as.dispensable
mfeinsecurity sothat the higher  labour, If we truly believe in
echelons- remain untouched. . service, then post-pandemic
The ad-hoc employees have -justice demands that these same
become, in effect, the honey- individuals be recognised, not
coated servants of a modern  forgotten. The government
bureaucracy. cannot have it both ways—to

This is not poetic exagger-  c'elebrate themin headlinesand’
ation—it’s a moral warning.  abandon them in policy.

When the State uses ad-hoc 7. The Throw-Away Culture
employees as a cushion of Must End

convenience, only to cast them Thabah’s solution leans
aside later, the metaphor turns  heavily on technical stream-
from wisdom to indictment. It  lining rules, categories, and
is not gratitude; it is exploita- competitive exams. But be-
tion disguised as policy.

2. The Human Dimension of
Ad-hoc Service

Thabah’s article discuss-,
es the structural, side of the
issue—notifications, exams,
categories—but it rarely steps
into the shoes of the people-
living that reality.

Every “ad-hoc” worker is  society brings only uncertainty.
.a person with a family, hopes,; .The Court has warned against
and commitments. Theyarenot ‘this, rioting that “long-term
abstract: policy entries they  extraction ofregular labourun-
mre, the ones who. kept offices, der temporary labels'corrodes
running, taught children, treated  public confidence and offends
patients, managed emergencies, , equality.” We cannot build a;
and held our systemtogether. ' just system on the, pain of the

Duringthe COVID-19pan-  patient worker. '
demic, many ofthese same ad- 8. AFairer Way Forward
hocworkers were the ones who ' There are practical, humanp
stayed on the frontlines. They  solutions: ’
took risks when others stayed * Transparent Service Au- *
home. They were called heroes': dit: Each department’should
then; it would be unjust to call . disclose how many ad-hoc em-
them temporary now. ployees have served for 5,10,

Let us remember: these . or 15+ years, and under what
individuals didn’t choose in- - conditions. Numbers re'veal
stability. The State asked them  truths that words conceal.
to serve, and they did—often * Time-Bound Regularisa-
for years, sometimes decades, tion Policy: 1fa post is perma-
without the dignity of security.  nent in nature, the process to
Totreatthem as temporary after
a lifetime of service is not just
unkind—it is unjust.

3. Reality vs. Label: Ap-
pointed Against Sanctioned
Posts'

j One major misconception
isthe assumptionthat “ad-hoc” :
equals “casual” or “non-essen-
tial.” But in many'cases, these
employees were appointed
against sanctioned or newly
sanctioned posts, performing
duties that are, 'regular, recur-
ring, and necessary..

The Supreme Court has
repeatedly clarified this. In
Dharam Singh & Others vs.
State 0fU.R, the Court held that
the;State cannot hide behind
the label of “teiriporary” when
workers perform essential du-:
ties foryears. Prolonged ad-hoc
employment for permanent
functions offends Article 14 of
the Constitution, which guaran-
tees equality before law.

When a person works for
the State continuously, against
a sanctioned post, the moral and
constitutional contract between
the two cannot be reduced to a
word like “temporary.”

4. The State’s Duty as a
Constitutional Employer
- :Thabah’s piece rightly calls
for administrative reform—but
itunderplays the constitutional
responsibility of the govern-
ment as an employer. The State
is not an Ordinary employer; it
is a constitutional employer,
bound by Atrticles 14, 16, and
21—equality, fair opportunity,,
and the. right to a dignified life.
As the Supreme Court once
stated: “The State cannot bal-
ance its budgets on the backs of
those who perform its most ba- X v
sic and recurring functions.” ~ trust that The Shillong Times,

This principle is crucial. ~ Will continue to be a space for
When ad-hoc employees carry ~ balanced, humane dialoguethat .
out the same tasks as regular  Values even'servantofthe pub-
staff, often foryears, the State’s ~ lic, permanent or otherwise.

duty is not only administra-
tive—it is moral. To keep them-,
in perpetual insecurity is to
violate the spirit of fairness that
the Constitution demands.
_ 5, Exams, Fairness, and the
"Need for Justice '

Ofcourse, open recruitment
and exams are vital for fairness.
No.one disputes that. The Uma -
Devi judgment (2006) em-
phasized that illegal backdoor
entries cannot be legitimized. -
Yet, the same jurisprudence .
also acknowledges:that when ’
recruitment was transparent,
the work is perennial, and the
employee has served faith-
fully for long periods, justice
requires regularisation or a fair
pathway to it.

Soyes, let exams exist—but
with compassion and context.-
Let those; who have already
served 10 or 20 years-not be
forced into the. same uncer-
. tainty as fresh applicants. Merit

andhumanity are not opposites;
the system can uphold both.

6. mThe Pandemic and the

Debt We Owe

a deeper problem: the “thrOw-
' away” mindset. To repeatedly
re-appoint a person year after
year, then call them temporary,
is not administration—it is
moral hypocrisy. This cycle
breeds despair. It corrodes trust.

convert it should be automatic
within a set period..

*Fair Exams with Credit for
Service: Length of service must
count. Offer age relaxations

m and bonus marks for-those
who have already served lon
and well. -

* Parity in Basic Benefits:
Until regularised, ad-hoc em-.
ployees doing the same work
should get comparable pay,
leave, and respect.

« Dignified Exit: When a
role truly ends, give proper
notice,'not abrupt dismissal.

*Media Recognition:.News-
Jpapers like The Shillong Times
can continue to share the human
side ofthese stories—so public
discourse never forgets that
behind every “ad-hoc” label
stands a life.

- 9. Conclusion: Honouring
Service, Restoring Dignity

Administrative reform is :
essential, but reform without
compassion becomes bureau-
cracy- without soul. The ques-
tion is not whether the ad-hoc
employees deserve regularisa-
tion; the real question is wheth-
erwe,,as a society, deserve their
continuedtrust. As the old say-
ing goes, honey was applied on
the servants so the flies would .
land on them instead of.the
Pharaoh. We must ensure that
history does not repeat itselfin
our own institutions. 1f honey
must be applied, let it be the
honey of fairness, not the honey
ofexploitation. Toevery ad-hoc
worker who continues to serve:

- You are not.temporary inworth,
even if your post is temporary
in title.

Thankyou, Editor, forkeep-
ing this conversation alive. |

hind that neat, language lurks 1

Ittells our youththat service'tq;yr;



Nothing can make you more humble
than pain.”
. — Larry Flynt
The Shillong Times
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Response to terror
AVAILABLE evidence points to a direct involve-
ment of the Jaish-e- Mohammad terrorist group
in the Red Fort blast while there was suspected
involvement of a Kashmir-based terror outfit too.
Planning was suspected to be done by these outfits
arid Pakistani agents at meetings in Turkey and
elsewhere. They were in the works for a long time
and aimed at staging lethal blasts in key locations
‘across Indte’. A Hyderabad-based (doctor arrested
with lethal material in Gujarat was aiming at mass
killings through unconventional chemical or biologi-
cal-means. All these go to show that terrorist sleeper
cells are active in India despite the high vigil by the
Modi-led central government. This presents a deeply
worrisome scenario.

The lull in terrorist activity in this country in
recent years was deceptive. By the very nature of
Islamic terrorism, it can surface anywhere and at any
time. A large set of indoctrinated youths are willing
to go any length to target their collective enemy,
More so in a nation like India, where Muslims form
a large number. What the government can do is to

,remain on a constant vigil. In all fairness, the Modi
Establishment, through its three consecutive terms
in power, accorded top priority to tackling this dan-
ger. There can be no let-up in this vigil as long as
the Pakistani political and military establishments,
more so the latter, are bent on playing one mischief
after another, Kashmir isjust an excuse for.them to
keep bleeding lirdia, Curiously, several victims of
this terrorist mayhem are Indian Muslims as was
also evident in the Red Fort blast, Pahalgam was
the only exception when Hindu tourists were singled
out and shot down.

The Modi government's assertion yet again that
it would seek out and punish the perpetrators of the
Red Fortblast and the gangs that planned nationwide
attacks is'seen in the right spirit However” action
should follow with all seriousness. The Operation
Sindoor was a lost opportunity to nail the terror
outfits that have been targeting India for decades.
The military operation’s abrupt-end left many Indi-
ans aghast, as questions arose whether the purpose
of the hard-edged engagement was achieved, or
an available opportunity squandered. The Modi
establishment is yet to provide clarity to the whole
operations, the losses thereof, and the results. Modi’s
warningthat any further terror attacks on Indian soil
from Pakistani outfits would be tantamount to a war.
The casualties in the Red Fort blast was high at 12
- against 26 in Pahalgam. Strong steps are required
to avoid its recurrence. Pakistan’s bluff must be
called. Now that the US was directly involved, in a
ceasefire in May, and Chinese support was evident
in the Pakistani counter-offensive, the issue no more
limits itself to the subcontinent. Though the prime
minister has sought to build a new bonhomie with
Xi Jinping, India cannot trust China in any event..
All these present a complex scenario.

aLetters to the Editor

HNYF’S
ultimatum raises
guestions on
Legal Authority
and Governance

have already complied with
KHADC regulations. This
dual control creates confu-
sion and discourages genu-
ine non-tribal traders who
have been doing their trade
lawfully for decades..

The Government,of Me-
ghalaya and both local bod-
ies —-KHADC and SMB

Editor,

I am writing to express
concern overthe recentnews
"item, “HNYF ultimatum to
GS Road shops operating
with expired licences” (The
Shillong Times, November
12,2025). While it is impor-
tant for every business to
maintain valid documents,
the manner in which this
issue is'being handled raises
serious questions of legality,
fairness, and administrative
propriety.

‘As per the report, the
Hynniewtrep National Youth
Front (HNYF), along with
Shillong Municipal Board
(SMB) officials and police
personnel, conducted inspec-
tion of shops on GS Road
and has now issued a 15-day.
ultimatum to shopkeepers to
renew their license or face
closure. It is alarming that a
non-governmental organisa-
tion can issue directives or
“ultimatums” to lawful busi-
ness owners, as this authority
lies solely with government
agencies — not with pres-
sure groups.

Moreover, many of the
shops along GS Road fall
under the jurisdiction of the
Khasi "Hills Autonomous
District Council (KHADC),
not the Shillong Municipal
Board. If so, demanding
additional licences from
SMB amounts to overlap-
ping authority and need-
less harassment, particularly
of non-tribal traders who

— must urgerifly clarify
their respective jurisdictions
and ensure that enforcement
remains within legal bound-
aries; If there are lapses

. in licence renewal, proper
notices should be issued by
the competent authority, not
by any NGO or non-official
group.

,Given the government's
continued inaction and its
historical reluctance to' ad-
dress issues affecting non-
tribal traders, it may now be
essential for the shopkeepers'

Association or affected busi- .

ness owners to approach
the High. Court. A judicial
interpretation of jurisdic-
tion is urgently needed to
end overlapping authority,
prevent discrimination and
protect the livelihoods of
law-abiding traders.’

W hile maintaining
regulatory compliance is
necessary, intimidation of
business owners is .unac-
ceptable in a democracy.
Authorities should instead
focus on transparent, single-
window systems for trade
licenses that treat all citizens

‘equally.

| appeal to the concerned
authorities to take note of
this issue and prevent fur-

. ther harassment of non-
tribal traders who contribute
significantly to Shillong’s
economy and employment.

- Yours etc.,
Homnath Gautam
Shillong-2

Galling the Church to Account Red Fort, Conscience
& Atonement

By Jqgideep Saikia

m The church (and I use
the singular here because
it includes all churches)
has existed in Meghalaya
for over a century yet there
are no social reforms of
any significance that merit
mention. Corruption and
poor governance continue
to rob citizens oftheir rights
yet the church maintains a
conspiratorial® silence. In
Meghalaya we have had
social problems that have
reduced several families- to
poverty. One persistent prob-
lem in Meghalaya is teenage
pregnancy leading to the girl-
child being abandoned by her
partner. She then not only has
to mother the child but also
look for work to feed herself
and the child since she her-
selfcomes from a poor fam-
ily. The only saving.grace is
that such a teenage motheris
allowed to continue to stay in
her parental home.

By Patricia Mukhim

remain a ‘once in a week’
social club where people
come to pray, sing, meet fel-
low congregation members
and return home without ever
taking a firm decision to do
somethingto change the lives
of people. The church con-,
gregation comprises well-
connected people, bureau-
crats, technocrats, politicians
et al. The church knows the
antecedents of each of these.

dignitaries but will never j

confront them on corruption
even if they are .well aware
of the antecedents of each
church member and hcrw
much tithe they pay. ,V

It is the bounden duty
of the church envisaged
by Jesus Christ to leverage
its influence and engage in
governance issues and push
for policy changes that align -

Itis a given thatteenagers ~ with socialjustice principles.

in our tribal societies as in
any other society, have the
propensity to experiment
with sex. But as always,
when the girl gets pregnant
her boyfriend/partner aban-
dons her because lie has no
means of livelihood and
wasnever ready to shoulder
the responsibility of being a
father when he-is still looking
to enjoy his youth. In such

Why do churches shy away
from harsh sermons, that
challenge the members to
take a stand on issues such
as poor roads that could
result in miscarriages for
women in the early stages

. of pregnancy? Why can’t

the church start a movement
when those responsible for
making those horribly cheap
roads are held to account and

cases why is it ataboo to tell * asked to explain Why they
teenagers to use condoms " use substandard materials

when .they have sex? Why is
sex such a hush-hush word-
when people are indulging
in it so freely? Why is the,
church against the idea of
condom use?

Sadly, the church also
refuses to endorse even the
spacing of children so that

and where did the money
for the quality road that was
sanctioned has gone?

Look at the condition of
the Civil'Hospital Shillong
and other IMICs, C'lICs and
sub-centres. Don’t churchgo-
ers know the kind of third-
rate treatment'being meted

there is enough gap between m outto the sickwho are forced

one pregnancy and the next
one and children are better
looked after. The reason for
high school drop-out rates
at the elementary level and
ofnon-enrolment is because
of poverty. Free and com-
pulsory education does not
include free uniforms. The
only educational institution
that gives out free uniforms
and books at the beginning
of every school year is Ra-
makrishna Mission. No.
church run school gives free
uniforms or dispenses with
the school fees for very poor
children.

*The church is expected
to be the beacon for social
change. It is expected to be
the arbiter betweeri the gov-
ernment and the people. But
the church stays away from
engaging in such people-
centric issues and prefers to

Not my
circus, not my
monkey

Editor,

“Not my circus, not my
monkey,” this phrase per-
fectly. sums up any kind of
repair or development work,
in Meghalaya. Every few
months, one department
decides to dig up roads in
the name of development
like laying pipes and cables
and repairs etc. Of course,
we mango citizens appreci-
ate the work, but once they
are done, they leave behind
ruins that look like a war
zone. One, department fixes
their part and walks away,
leaving the mess for another
department to deal with.
How considerate ofthem, af-
ter all unfinished work keeps
everyone employed.

Of course, it is not their

to seek treatment there be-
cause they cannot afford
private hospitals? The church
has very educated members
who can raise questions and
seek accountability through
the RTI route buttheyVould
never'do it because it does
not affect them personally,
yet the church never dares
challenge its members to take
up these tnie Christian du-
ties. Remember how Christ
engaged with real issues dur-
ing his lifetime? So why are
his followers today looking
for easy cop-outs? They see
the poor in their churches but
are not moved. What then is
the point of coming to church
ifthe heart remains hardened
and unwilling to feel the pain
ofthe poor?

The truth is that the church
is still a beacon that has a
moral voice which carries

allergies and to test if your
car’s clutch plate is tough
enough to endure human in-
difference. Then there are the
random craters that appear

eovernight in every locality

which are left without re-
pairs. Ask who dug them up,
and you will get the classic
Indian shrug of nonchalance
- Chalta hai bro. We, the poor
mango citizens, have quietly
adapted with the “Chalta hai
bro” attitude. m

We just adapt, to the in-
competence, to the dust, to
the governmentbreadcrumb-
ing us with shiny,schemes
and Love-bombing us with
concerts to distract from the
mess. Umngot’s plight is not
any different. | ask the higher
ups in power currently, this
- ‘Don’t your hearts break
upon witnessing the state
of Umngnot how? In Hindi,
there’s a phrase — “Kaan

: mein joon ria rengna” —

meaning complete indiffer-

department’s job to fix the, ; ence. With power in your®

dug-up roads but how about
informing the one respon-
sible, that a stretch has been
dug up and now needs urgent
repairs. It is a never-ending
; loop of chaos, a System built
on miscommunication and
mutual denial. Why is there
NO foresight in planning be-
fore development or repairs
are taken up? No coordina-
tion, no accountability; just
endless digging, dumping,
and disappearing. It is almost
poetic how synchronized
their incompetence is. You
would think after decades
of doing this, they would
at least learn to talk to.each
other, but no. The charade
continues.

The stretch from Rhino
Museum to Upper Shillong
feels like 'a durability test
on your spine, lungs, eyes.

hands, granted by us, the
common people, how can
you still choose not to act?

Being an army kid and
having travelled extensively
across India, ! can tell you
with full confidence that
no state’s natural beauty
matches the beauty of Me-
ghalaya, its culture, its food

»and its people. The concert

economy is thriving, no
-doubt, but how about also
consider nurturing the gifts
nature has already bestowed
upon Meghalaya and uplift

the grassroot workers. Re-
cently,'Nirmala Sitharaman

and Jyotiraditya Scindia
appreciated what we have; |
wonder what their thoughts
will be if they see Umngot
River now.

I and many of us, thank
MP Ricky Syngkon for first

weight. If the church has
the courage of conviction
to lead a movement against
deforestation; against illegal
coal mining; against indis-
criminate quarrying; aigainst
land-sharks who are on a
buying spree Of more and
more land, leaving nothing
for other fellow tribals. How
can the church remain blind
to these inequities?

Many who are in the cat-
egory of the downtrodden
come to church but have no
voice. Is itnot the duty ofthe
churchto give them avoice?
The church has the onus to
uplift those who are at the
margins/it has a duty to be
with drug addicts to counsel
them and give them solace
so that they can come out
ofthe addiction. When | say
the church I am not alluding
to an impersonal entity but
to the members, many of
whom mean well but are not
part of a solidarity group. It
is the church that can bring
together such people With
empathy and the goodwill to
lend a helping hand to reach
‘out to others inneed. -

Churches have the re-
sources to provide a set of
skills to its members because
it has a wide range of mem-
bers with different skills sets.
Many of our women here
need to understand .finan-
cial literacy. They could be
enabled to start some small
scale business and hand-
held for sometime Until they
can stand on their own. feet;
Every time we’think of em-
powerment, we think of the
government or NGOs when
the church is best placed to
demonstrate what empower-
ing its own members actually
means. Empowerment is not
doing one-time charity. It's
giving people the tools they
need to improve their lives
and get out of the vicious,
cycle ofpoverty.

Why is itthat the churches
inour villages are not moved
by the sight of young boys
shepherding cows and sheep
instead of being in school?
Why are no interventions
made by church members to
counsel families that make
their kids work and earn
their food at such a tender

age? Why cannot part ofthe m

church collection be used
to send these drop-out kids,
for skills training and basic
education?

Perhaps pastors are afraid
of touching the- conscience
of the congregation lest

flagging the Umngot River
Crisis. We respectfully urge
others to also give a push to
get this crisis averted at the
earliest.

We mango citizens ask
for basics like clean water,
proper roads, and a system
that works without us having
to beg for the bare minimum.
Mostof us aren’t chasing
'mansions or millions. After
all, we can’t transfer our
bank balance to the next life,
canwe? >

Your's etc.,
Shivani Pde
v Viaemail

300 Crore
Tourism
Project

Editor,

. A Rs 300 crore funding
can significantly boost sus-
tainable tourism if directed
towards comprehensive,
cOmmunity-driven, and
enyironmentally-conscious,
initiatives. Successful mod-
els demonstrate that such
investments should focus
on infrastructure, liveli-
hood generation, ecological
preservation, public-private
partnerships, and innovative
experiences to achieve long-,
term impacts. -

Government Ministries
and State [Government
pooled mnds for promoting
Tourism sector in Meghalaya
, however'there will have
a positive Impact on all
unemployed youths, as well
as discovery of hitherto un-
discovered tourism spots if
Governmentundertakes such
an exercise in Sohra where
land is owned by the locals

.indigenous tribes and which

they stop coming to church
and the tithe dwindles. That
would affect their salaries
and make life a little difficult
for them. Frankly speaking,
the, sermons we need today
should be about addressing
teenage pregnancy; about
protected sex and about plan-
ning for a family instead of
just blindly walking into
parenthood and regretting it
later when the man decides
to leave. The church should
also have been in the fore-
front of addressing the issue
of single parenthood and its
proliferation in the Khasi-
Jaintia Hills. The church can
argue that its members are
advocates of social justice,
and other philanthropic work
but that’s an easy escape.
Members ofthe church using
its platform to reach out and
be advocates for economic
empowerment ofwomen; for
addressing teenage pregnan-
cies etc would have more
impact since people ‘still’
respect the church
The church also runs edu-
cational .institution#. Can
"those church-run schools be-
come beacons ofchange and
start discussions on issues
that are most, pertinent such
as growing poverty, single
parenthood, landlessness,
corruption etc., and how
those impinge on families?
The church should itself be
the platform for dialogues on
-contentious issues instead o f
skirting away from them, So-
cialjustice issues often spark
strong opinions and heated
miebates. The church can
provide a safe space for open
and honest dialogue, where
people can express their
views without fear ofjudg-
ment. This platform can help
bridge divides and encourage
understanding across politi--
cal or social lines. Churches
can host town halls, discus-
sion. panels, or forums that
allow congregants to talk
through difficult issues like
the congenital hatred for the
“dkhar,” and sometimes even
contentious issues like why
Meghalaya, Khasi-Jaintia
hills in particular need the
railways racial. Engaging,
in respectful conversations
opens the door for collective
action and helps people see
each other’s humanity in the
midst of complex issues.  ~
Ifthe church is unable to
effect social and economic
change here and now, what
is the point of its existence?
What is the point ofbeing a
church member other than
the sense of belonging to a
social club with zero out-
comes?

are not publicly known. This
will allow tourists to explore
more of what the state has to
offer considering the also the
rich flora and fauna which
are rich potential resources.

Meghalaya should pro-
mote ecOtourism and green
infrastructure, cultural and
heritage conservation and
also sustainability-focused
campaigns to raise visi-
tor awareness, such as not
leaving traces of footfalls
which are local stewardship
programs. What Meghalaya
needs are challenge-based
project selection, where in-
novative operators pitch
sustainable tourism ideas
for funding allocation from
PRIM E Meghalaya or under
the CM Elevate Tourism sec-
tor scheme.

Tour operators should
work at minimizing waste
generation by promoting
recycling, composting, and
reducing single-use plastics.
Hotels, restaurants and home
stays should be told to use
natural and biodegradable
products. Tour operators
should hire and train local
staff, and source goods from
local businesses” fair rates.
Tour operators should also
invest in restoring heritage
sites and sharing their stories
responsibly even when they
are recommending hotels,
restaurants, and tour agen-
cies’ with eco-certification.
These are basic safety ini-
tiatives to be communicated
by the Government to all
tourists.

Yours etc.,
Archie Rymbai,
. Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Alongside the facfthat
India, is one of the, most
terror afflicted countries in
the world, there are a few
interesting ailments that are
adding to the torture that the
common men and women of
an otherwise great nation are
being forced to endure.

I don't wish to go back
too far into history. Anunde-
manding revisitatioh of how

destroying the sinister ter-
ror nests inside Pakistan. |
. saluted Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah. | felt avenged.
But | knew; having read
history anecdotally, that
Pakistan would not be de-
terred or dissuaded by even
a robust operationkuch as
. Sindoor. The failed state's
sole reason for existence is
its anti-India innards. | knew

. “l can go to lengths and write about how
Op Sindoor was. not a "dissuasion"for our
arch enemy. But it had to be undertakenfor
better orfor worse. Indeed, | laud Modifor

the intrepid action that he bade the
Bravehearts ofthe Indian armed onto.”

ajoyous group ofhappy peo-
ple's dream transformed into

a nightmarein the meadows.

6f Baisaran would- suffice
for now. It was un-adulter-
ated tragedy. India's political
leadership (I underline po-
litical leadership)responded
befittingly. Gratefully,- there
is an unsullied apparatus in
India by way of its coura-
geous armed forces which
clinically carried out that
forceful political, mandate.

Indeed, as far as | am con-
cerned, it is the only arm in
India that not only continues
to be efficient and steeled by
integrity, but one which puts
country and its pride above
all else.

It saddens me that the
other limbs of this great na-
tion of ours, primarily the

that once the insouciance
dust o'fIndia’'s arrogant inter-
nal intelligence had settled,
the jackals, would return. It
is the way ofthe vulpine. In-
deed, | had cautioned against
complacency in my myriad
articles pdst Sindoor. But |
was not heeded .- what dofes
a person who begs for "his
living know about national
security.

In fact, the person who

failed his countrymen the
most in Pahalgam, and now
in Delhi was promoted by
way of giving him an exten-
sion. Ope can countenance
failure once, but not again
and again, especially when
innocent lives are lost and
families are uprooted.

“Thefailed state's sole reasonfor existence
is its anti-India innards. | knew that once the
insouciance dust oflndia's arrogant internal

intelligencehad settled, thejackalswould

return. It is the way o fthe vulpine. Indeed,
I had cautioned against complacency in my
myriad articles post Sindoor.”

internal intelligence set-up,
have become mere lotus
eaters: ’

I can go to lengths and
write about how Op Sindoor
was not a "dissuasion" for
our arch enemy; But it had
to be undertaken for better
or for.worse. Indeed, | laud
Modi for the intrepid action
that he bade the Bravehearts
ofthe Indian armed onto.

A failed cadet who had
joined the Rashtriya Indian
Military,College, Dehradun
in 1978 to don the proud
olive green uniform (only
to be found medically unfit
after having successfully
passed the requisite written
UPSC examination and a
rigorous three day Services
Selection Board interview
in Bhopal), | felt a surge of
adrenalin being pumped into
my veinswhen | learnt about
my "comrades” in arms”

Lai Bahadur Shastri re-
signed from his post of Min-
ister of Railways because
innocent people had died
in two back-to-back train
accidents. That was moral
uprightness in its Sunday
best.What does the present
internal intelligence head of
India has to say about that

:lofty ideal and legacy. Has
he heard of Lai Bahadur
Shastri? Is he bowing his
head in shame when he hears
. the wails ofthe families that
have been destroyed? Does
*he; have even an ounce of
conscience in him? Or, is
he merely clinging onto
a position because of the
barefaced, brazen and brash
power that it gives him'.

(Jaideep Saikia is an
internationally recognised
and renowned strategist

and thinker. He is also a cel- .

ebrated, bestselling author)
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NDA wins Bihar

AMIDST the mud-slinging by the Congress Party
during Ihe Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process
ofthe Bihar electoral rolls, the NDA which political
observers predicted might not have smooth sailing
this time around, surprised all with its massive win in
the Bihar Assembly polls. An upbeat Prime Minister
Modi stated on Friday that the victory has given a
new ‘MY -Mahila Youth’formula since people have
destroyed the “communal MY formula ofthejungle
raj people,” alluding to Lalu Yadav’s era. Modi'
went a step further and took a swipe at the Congress
Party saying that the Party would soon witness a big
split. Referring to the Nehru-Gandhi family, Modi
said the ‘naamdars’ are drowning everyone with
them. The poor performance ofthe Congress Party
was certainly not expected. The Bihar results point
toward the persistent decline of the Congress in
the state. In the 2020 assembly polls, as part of the
Mahagathbandhan, Congress had fielded candidates
in 70 constituencies. It eventually won 19, polling
a mere 9.6 per cent votes. It was blamed for over-
stating its social and geographical reach, to secure
a disproportionate number of constituencies as part
ofthe seat-sharing deal, and pulling the opposition
alliance down. '

Apart from the fact that the Congress is battling
aresources crunch since fighting elections today in-
volves the use ofmoney as abait for garnering votes,

mt is also afflicted by poor organisational setbacks.
That money and freebies win votes is undeniable. It
is simplistic to expect poor' destitute voters to come
to the polling booth and cast their votes based on
the appeal of a political party. Just before the elec-
tions were announced, Nitish Kumar, backed by PM
Modi announced the Rs 10,000 scheme for 1.3 crore
women. This solidified his women voter base and
contributed to a record women voter of over 71 per
"cent. What also helped the NDA win big was the
free electricity given to all domestic consumers up
to 125 units. This was a game-chariger in village;
where people found it difficult to pay their electric-
ity bills.
Many poll observers had written offNitish Kumar

them wrong. So what makes Nitish Kumar such an
""unshakaEle force in Bihar? He is a master player as
far as elections are concerned and understands voter
behaviour in his home state more than his rivals.
He has united the economically backward <class,
Ivlahadalits and non-Yadav OBCs. Above all he still
enjoys the goodwill of women Voters who have not
forgotten his liquor prohibition policy. They have
backedhim for two decades. Meanwhilethereaction
of the Congress Party to the loss was predictable.
Congress spokesperson-Pawan Khera blamed Chief
Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar Gupta,
who they have been campaigning against for what
they call the “vote chori business.” While Rahul
Gandhi’s campaign against the CEC and its alleged
large-scale manipulation.of the voter’s list at first
seemed to yield dividends; in the final analysis it
gained nothing. However, it merits being watchful
of the Election Commission of India. There is no
knowing what level of politics the. power holders
can stoop to.

Letters to the Editor

pened if 2,900 kilograms of
explosives had detonated.
Give a serious thought on
this. These safe household

Terror blasts
that bleed

humanity properties belonged to Dr
Muzammil Shakeel,.an-
Editor, other doctor from Pulwama

who worked with Dr Umar.
When authorities arrested
Dr Muzammil arid his col-
league Dr Adeel Rather,
the tremor of panic spread
through the network. What
investigators uncovered was
deeply disturbing — both
men were directly connect-
ed to Jaish e Mohammed,
a dreaded terrorist group
based in Pakistan. Another
doctor from Hyderabad, Dr
‘Ahmed Mohiyuddin Saiyed,
was arrested by the Gujarat
Anti-Terrorist Squad after
they found an alleged plot
to prepare the extremely poi-
sonous compound “ricin.”
Wliat'shocked the nation

On the evening of No-
vember 10, 2025,-Delhi's
historic Red Fort area turned
into a nightmare. At 6:52
pm, a Hyundai i20 suddenly
blew up in the bustling mar-
ket, Killing 13 people and
injuring over two dozen. The
impact of the blast was'so
fierce that buildings nearby
had their windows shattered, -
and several vehicles caught
fire’

Behind the wheel of the
explosion was Dr Umar Un
Nabi, a doctor from Pulwama.
in Kashmir who taughtat Al
Falah University in Farida-
bad. What has unfolded is
that Dr Umar was not acting !
midable terror network made - attackers. These Were not
up pf educated doctors who' *haive extremists but highly
had been allegedly plotting -qualified professionals. In

multiple attacks across India  addition, Dr Shaheen Sayeed
for nearly two years. from Lucknow had been

Surprisingly, the truth recruited to lead Jamaat ul
began emerging just eone Mominaat, the firstwomen's

day before the blast. Police, Wing of Jaish e Moham-
raided properties in Farida- Med, established in October

bad and found about 2,900 2025. Fu_rth_er inve_stigation
kilograms of explosives, IS only bringing to light more
lethal weapons, and bomb shocking skeletons fronrthe
making materials. Imag- cupboard.' . .

ine what would have hap- Many .influential Muslim
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India BLOG must take proper lessons from hig jolt in Bihar Assembly Polls

IS

four state assembly polls next year

The NDA led by the BJP
has swept the assembly polls
in Bihar stunning the RID
and the other constituents of
the INDIA Bloc by the extent
of the win of the NDA con-
stituents in the 243 member
state assembly. Thelinitial
results till this afternoon
indicate that,the NDA has
got 202 seats as against 35
received by Mahagathband-
han and six by others. This
2025 verdict can be taken
as a disaster for the INDIA
Bloc in Bihar led by, RID as
in 2020 assembly elections,;
the MGB was nearly scrap-
ing through with a majority.
The NDA got 122 seats as
,against 114 by MGB while
others got seven seats. The
RJD emerged as the single
largest party in 2020 with
75 seats as against 74 by the ¢
BJP, The JD(U) was the third
party five years back.;

' Atalime when the MGB
was gripped with big opti-
mism after the projection
of Tejashwi Yadav as the
potential chiefminister ofthe
MGB and Rahul Gandhi led
movement against SIR took
the character of a massive
movement against the Elec-
tion Commission as also cenr
tre, what went wrong, in the
strategy and poll campaign
ofthe MGB?. This has to be
assessed by the leaders ofl
INDIA Bloc and their think
tank after the full results
are out, but a few indicators
are available which have to
be studied carefully by the
MGB leadership.

-First, Nitish Kumar is no
push over. This 2025 election
has rehabilitated the chief
minister. He has proverbial
nine lives.;The BJP has got
the largest number of seats
singly at 92 as against 82,
received by JD(U), but Nitish
Kumar is due to be adminis-
tered the oath with full pow-
ers and the state BJP leader-
ship has to wait for long as
long as-the J-D(U) supremo
keeps physically fit.

'mSecondly, the women's
support has certainly gone
mostly in favour of NDA
due to Nitish Kumar. The
announcement of additional
funds for the women just a
few days before the elections
had its big impact. Nitish Ku-
mar could get the first advan-
tage ofsuch revdis as he was
in power. The RJD leader's
follow up announcement
failed to garner that impact.
In fact women participation
inthe polls and their assertion
ofvoting-rights aggressively
are the outcome of the vari-
ous women centric schemes
including cash transfer to
women. Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has shown in
Bengal how.effectively it can
be implemented in the state
to get political mileage.

’Thirdly, Rahul Gandhi's
movement, against SIR did

organizations and leaders
have also come forward to
vociferously condemn the
terror blast. Lt Gen Zameer
.Uddin Shah (Retd), highly
admired for his integrity
and wisdom, denounced the
Delhi blast as a barbaric
act and called for unity and
justice; he described the
heinous assault on our nation
and the shared heritage that
belongs to every Indian as
deeply deplorable.

Here is the billion-dollar
question: the doctors who
have taken a vow.to nurse
and heal have now griev-
,otisly wounded the ftation.
How does knowledge meant
to stitch life together with
empathy become the thread
of demonic devastation?
What makes the educated "o
deeply indoctrinated to hate
the nation? Why can we not
pinpoint the root causes? |
think no. one should blame
any particular religion that
otherwise unfailingly teach-
es the sermons of compas-
sion and service to the needy.
Needless to say, terror and
compassion do not co-exist
together.

What one feels is that we
now need to stand up with
one voice to condemn hatred
in any form or disguise. No
joking, but what if IAS of-
ficers, Generals, Admirals,
or Brigadiers., were also

By Nitya Chakraborty

not have the expected effect
on the electorate. Even in
dalit and poor agricultural
labour bases, the NDA candi-
dates fared better compared
to the 2020 polls. The- strat-
egy on SIR hasto be assessed
properly by the INDIA Bloc
as a whole. Rahul Gandhi is
certainly a senior leader but
he should not be allowed to
hijack INDIA Bloc'agenda
on his owh terms. Congress
got only 4 seats-this should
determine the organisational
stature of the Congress in
Bihar which continuously
bargained for. more seats
from RJD.

RJD was the leader of
MGB. So it gotthe maximum
hit from the NDA sweep. But
the details of voting figures
indicate th”t the RJD might
have got more votes than the
BJP, RJD has the potential
and it is the party which can
stage a comeback after as- .
sessing its fault lines in the
2025 poll campaign. Simi-

for BJP, it is their moment
ofglory. Though, the central
leader? were talking of sure
win by NDA in Bihar, in
private, tjiey" were worried.
The movement against SIR
got both Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah panicky. But
they are great strategists and
they know how to get out
of a crisis situation. They
did that. Amit Shah wifi
Certainly take credit for the
victory of his; strategy in
Bihar elections; His next

. focus is now on showing a

better performance in the
next round of state assembly
elections in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Assam
and Puducherry.”

Herein lies, the big task
of the INDIA Bloc to take
proper lessons from the Biihar
election debacle and prepare
unitedly to meet the chal-
lenge in the next round of
state assembly polls sched-
uled in April/May 2026.
Only four months are left.

“Theirfocus will befully on these two
states, In Kerala, thefight is between CPI(M)
ledLDF and the Congress led UDF, 'BJP
can at best secure two/three seats. The new
government will be led by any ofthe INDIA
Bloc partners CPI(M) or the Congress.”

larly, the CPI(ML)-L which
lost heavily has to assess that
its 2020 base has been lost
to some extent. The Party
worked hard for its candi-
dates as also for other MGB
nominees. The CPI(ML)-L
general secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya has to go deep
into the low performance of
his party as well as the MGB
in the 2025 polls.

It is clear that the Jan
.Suraaj Party of Prashant
Kishor and AIM1M of Owai-
si cut the MCiB votes, es-,
pecially the votes of RID.m

mThese things happen in a

parliamentary democracy -
in elections; But-the real
big jolt to the MGB came
from Chirag Paswan’s Party
LJP(RV) which could trans-
fer its dalit votes to the NDA
candidates. The'BJP. and
JD(U) benefitted immensely
from their alliance-with Chi-
rag’s party: With 21 seats,
Chirag Paswan has become
powerful in both state and
central politics. The MGB
leadership has to go into.all
the factors that contributed to
the defeat ofmany ofits can-
didates in their strongholds
including the role of Chirag
Paswan’s party.

While the INDIA Bloc'
and MGB leaderships are
expected to do introspection
on the factors, responsible
for the defeat ofthe MGB,

indoctrinated like the doctors

above tomorrow? Human-

ity must no longer be bled

by the Onslaught of insane

terrorism. Complacency

"today could cost humanity
tomorrow. -

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

n Shillong.

Prescription
to the Ad-hoc
Quagmire

Editor, .

I vociferously support
our estimated 4 Lakhs be-
. loved Educated Unemployed
Youths of Meghalaya who
have passed from Matricula-
tion to PhD eligible to apply
for.the 1,514 vacant sanc-
tioned Group D to Group A :
posts versus the 1,514 “Back
Door” Vacant Sanctioned
Posts occupied by Ad-hocs
thereby preventing these
posts from being advertised
so that our eligible youths
can apply. lllegality through
nepotism, favouritism and
other acts such as not send-
ing posts to be advertised
for clandestine appointments
which has been going on for
50 years should never ever
be-condoned and rewarded.
There is no such thing as a

So the INDIA Bloc con-
stituents have no time left,
they should start their work
in the, concerned states. The
BJP central leadership will
do all their utmost to topple
the opposition governments
in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, Their focus will be
fully on these two states. In
Kerala, the fight is between
CPI(M) led LDF and the
Congress led UDF, BJP can
atbest secure two/three seats.
The new government will
be led by any ofthe INDIA
Bloc partners CPI(M) or the
Congress. ,

Similarly in West Ben®
gal, in Mamata Banerjee;
the INDIA Bloc has got a
political strategist who can
take on the BJP at the slate
level in the 2026 assembly
elections. All indications
suggestthafwhatcver efforts
Home'Minister Amit Shah
may make, the BJP is not
organizationally in a posi-
tion to fare better. But still,
the central leadership ofthe
BJP will make use ofal 1ofits
cards to see that their objec-
tive is achieved. Trinamool
Congress supremo is aware
ofthis and she and her party,
are ready.

m FortheiNDfABIoc, there
is some reason for getting

m worried at the recent devel-

opments in Tamil Nadu on
the eve ofthe 2026 assembly

free lunch. We have to earn
through hard work, persever-
ance and dedication. - ]

The open competitive ex-

amsforall 1,514 vacantposts .

bar none, mustbe firmly held
as decided. No concessional
head start or compromises
must be awarded to the Ad-
hoes, no matter the age and
they will all have,to fight
fairly; the right way. .

I wholeheartedly-support
conferring Unskilled, Semi-
Skilled, Skilled and Highly
Skilled-.Casual Basis jobs to
back door Ad-hocs who will
fail the' open competitive
exams', to work till they are
60 years old so that they will
have gainful employment,
repay the Joans thatthey may
have and “justice” as per the
constitution in recognition
for their .17 years and less
of their service. At present,
highly skilled Ad-hocs get

[paid 750 per day and this
will increase from 2027.
The government cannot end-
lessly keep oil regularizing
and rewarding illegal acts
of-failure to advertise these
vacant sanctioned posts.

A Cut Off date has been
setat 31.12.2007 which must
never ever be extended nor
compromised no matter what
the reasons are. Extending
this illegality will encour-
age failure to advertise va-
cant sanctioned posts with

elections, Ihe film star Vijay

is making waves and he is.

getting massive response
from youth and women. His
political party has not yet
' decided to take a position on
alliance. But if Vijay takes
a position aligning with the
AIADMK-BJP alliance, that
might pose a threat to the
> Stalin led DMK and the IN-
DIA Bloc constituents who'
are jointly contesting the
assembly polls. The political
situation in Tamil Nadu in
2025 is a bit different from
the 2021’ polls. The DMK
led front should take the
challenge seriously and make
massive preparations to take
eon anyjointthreat posed by

the state opposition.
In Assam. BJP is confi-

dent of retaining power in;

the state. The central party
has faith in the ch.efminister
Himanta Biswa Sharma’s
strategy ofdelinking Bengali
speaking Muslims from the
Assamese speaking Mus-
lims and campaigning oh
Hindutva lines to gain favour
with Assamese Hindus. In
Assam, at last the' INDIA
bloc parties have arrived at.
a sort of unity for the 2026-
elections under the leader-
ship of the Congress Party
which is the leading INDIA
Bloc party in Assam. Assam
has 35 per cent people of
minorities mainly Muslims.'
-AlUDF is the party mainly
looking after the interests of
’Bengali speaking Muslims
for a long time. The Con-
gress has problems in having
- an electoral front with this
party. But if. AIUDF fights
separately that will help
BJP in many constituen-
cies. The Congress may take'
lessons from the strategic,
malliance of Chirag Paswan
with NDA in Bihar and how
it benefitted the NDA. The
opposition front can have
electoral understanding with
the objective ofnot dividing
anti-BJP votes, even though
not making AIUDF a part of
the oppositionlfront. If the
INDIA Bloc wants to defeat
BJP in 2026 elections in
Assam, there can not be any
division of anti-BJP votes.

' Each state election needs *

a different poll strategy. For
Kerala, Tamil Naduand West
Bengal, the electoral scenario
is set, but in Assam, it is still
fluid. Only one step has been
taken forward, a few more
steps are needed for the final

; victory of INDIA Bloc in As-
sam which is possible with a

e proper poll strategy; INDIA
Bloc leaders have tcuneet, do
painstaking analysis and take
steps forthe April/May 2026
state assembly elections.
One more assembly election
battle in 2025 after Delhi has
been won by the BJP. But for
the 2026 battles, INDIA Bloc

' can not afford to lose any.
(IPA Service)

clandestine appointments

_ against our youths who are

suffering silently from job-
lessness. Before the back
door Ad-hocs choose th go,to
court, all OMs, Notifications
and Rules if present,-con-
taining the terms Ad-hocs

» Regular / 2F / 3F must all
be completely abrogated and
made redundant so that they
will have no locus standi in
court.

I know that 1stand on the
right side ofhistory, fairness
andjustice. The government
did the right thing to hold
open competitive exams
with age condonation but it
must give casual jobs to the
back door Ad-hocs who will
fail the open competitive
exams. The government
must heed my advicejust as
my brain child advice with
substantiation that | gave to
a certain person and party
members to raise the upper
age relaxation which came
to fruition on January 2022
for our lakhs of suffering
jobless youths.

. Yours etc.,,

Melarbor L Thabah;
-k ¢ Viaemail.

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Robert

Standing United Against
Terror..! 2.

Terror has raised its ugly
head again, and with itcomes
the same- dark questions -
that have haunted humanity
for decades. Why do men
choose to destroy instead of
build? Why do they believe
that spilling blood will prove
a point? Terrorism is not
courage. It is cowardice. It
is the act of those who can-
not argtie with logic, cannot
persuade with reason, and
cannot live with the peace
that civilization demands.
And the only way to face it,
the only weapon that truly
works, isunity." ., > -

I remember the night
when terror struck Mumbai.,
I was hardly'five hundred
feet away, having dinner at
the Press Club. It had been
anormal evening, filled with
chatter and laughter, until
the first message came in
that firing had started at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj -

BY ROBERT

Terminus., Within minutes,
more reports followed. The
-Cama Hospital. The lane-
outside. The sound of sirens
filled the air. Some of us
tried to make calls, others .
prayed. All of us sat still,,
knowing the city we loved
was under siege.

* iBut, in the midst of trag-

edy, | saw courage. The
constable who ran toward
the sound of bullets. The
young nurse at the hospital
who, though trembling, re-
fused to leave her patients.
The ordinary citizen who
offered water to those fleeing
the scene. There, in those
small acts, was the spirit of
India,-defiant, compassion-
ate, unbreakable. Terrorists ;
can destroy buildings, but
theycannot destroy a people
bound together by shared
pain and purpose.

But here is the truth we
must face. Unity cannot.be
a word we remember only
after a bomb- explodes. It
must be a way of life before
it happens. Because if we
are divided in peace, we are
weak inwar. Terrorism feeds1
on discord. It thrives in the
gaps between Communities,
«in the whispers of mistrust,
in the speeches that inflame
and the policies that dis-
criminate. When our leaders
use words as weapons, they
unknowingly, or sometimes
knowingly, build the very
foundation on which terror-
ism stands, There-are two
kinds of terror in our land
today, one'from the gun and
One from the torigue.

The first kills- the body,;
the second Kills the spirit.
The first can be fought with
force, the second must be
fought with conscience.
What use is fighting exter-
nal enemies when internal
hatred bums brighter than .
our patriotism? the terror
of unfair words, of humili-
ation, of silencing, of injus-
tice, these are what create
angry young men ready to
be brainwashed. When so- ¢
ciety is divided and justice,
uneven, the extremist finds
recruits easily.

Now is the time for our
leaders to stop posturing.
Now is the time for the loud
voices ofhate to be silenced
and for the soft voices of
wisdom to be heard.

During that long night
at the Press Club, I realized
something profound. Unity
does' not require unifor-

(SIX)’

Clements -

mity. We need not think
alike to stand together. We
can disagree on politics' on
ideology, on belief, yet still
stand shoulder to shoulder
when humanity is attacked.
That is what makes democ-
racy strong. Terrorists hate
unity'in diversity -because
they cannot Control it. They:
want the world divided into
simple categories, us and
mthem, believer and infidel,
right and wrong. The best
revenge against terror is to
refuse that simplicity a"hd
celebrate our complexity.
We must also understand
that unity is not weakness.
It is not surrender..It is
the .most strategic form of
strength. A nation that argues
but never breaks apart, that
.debates but; never descends
into hatred, that mourns
but never stops moving,
that is; a nation no terrorist
can defeat. When we stand
together, bullets lose their
meaning and bombs lose

CLEMENTS

their purpose.

Look at the countries
that have fallen into end-
less cycles of violence, all
because unity was replaced
by suspicion. Let us not go
downthatroad. Letus not let
petty politics divide our re-
solve. Itistime to remember
that we are first and foremost
Indians, not Hindus, Mus-

. lims, Christians,-or Sikhs.
*When bullets fly, they do not
ask forreligion: When!blood
spills, it is red everywhere. ;
* Our-first fight must be
-against the'terror of words.
Let vur politicians learn
that speeches can heal or
destroy. Let social media
users learn that what they
mtype can unite or divide. Let:
television debates stop being
shouting matches ‘and start
being bridges ofunderstand-
ing. The day we conquer the
terror of our own speech is
the day we will weaken the
terror of the gun.

In the end, the war on
terror is not fought by armies
alone. It is fought by citizens
who choose peace, by teach-
ers who teach tolerance, by.
religious leaders who preach
compassion, by journalists
who speak truth without
fear, by mothers who raise
their children not to hate.
It is fought every time we
choose empathy over apathy,
fairness over favour, human-
ity over prejudice.

- So today,-when the threat
of terror looms again, let us
silence the homegrown bully
who spreads fear through
division. Let us teach our
children that the real heroes
are those who build bridges,
not walls.

- The bullet and the bomb
will always try to break us.
"But if we remain united, if
we protect justice and kind-
ness as fiercely aswe protect
our borders, then terrorism
will find no ground to grow.

mWe will have built a fortress

Jfar stronger than steel, the

fortress of a united people.
Let us choose wisely,

between the bomb and the

«bully, between/hate and

harmony, between fear and
faith. Let us stand together.
For that'is the only way to
light terror..1,

You can requestforBob's
Banter by Robert Clements
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by sending him
your name and phone num-
ber. on bobsbanter@gmail.
com .. ’



Dogs 10,000 yrsago

of humans, came In

rom village dogs to toy poodles
to mastiffs, dogs come in an
astonishing array of shapes,

colours and sizes. Today there.are

estimated to be about 700 million
dogs living with or around humans.

To many of us, dogs are loyal
companions, working partners; and
beloved family members - and the
histories of our species are deeply
woven together. But how did this
incredible diversity come to be - and
how far back does this relationship
with humans go? Two new studies
published today in Science provide
some answers. One, led by Allowen
Evin from the University of Mont-
pelier, draws on ancient skeletal
remains.

The other, led by Shao-Jie Zhang
from the Kunming Institute of Zo-
ology, draws on the study of DNA
from ancient Eastern Eurasian
dogs.

Together, these studies suggest
the story of dogs and their relation-
ship with humans is older and more
complex than once thought.

The origins of modern
dog diversity

The study by Evin and her col-
leagues used 643 dog and wolf skulls
spanning the past 50,000 years to
address the origins of modern dog.
diversity.

Her team's analysis suggests the
distinctive "dog-like" skull shape
first arose around 11,000 years ago,
during the Holocene epoch, t-he
time since the most recent ice age.
They- also found substantial, physi-
cal diversity in dog skulls from the
same period. ,

This means the wide range of
shapes and sizes dogs have today
isn't solely a product of the intense
selective breeding programs that
became popular in the last few centu-
ries. Some ofthat variation emerged
millennia earlier.’

The team re-analysed the skull
shapes of all 17 known dog or wolf
skulls from the Late Pleistocene, a
geological period from 129,000 to
11,700 years ago. Some skulls were
50,000 years old.

They found all of these Pleisto-
cene skulls were essentially wolf-
like in shape, including some previ-
ously identified as early dogs.

Importantly, this suggests that
while the split between wolves
and dogs likely occurred during
the Pleistocene, the skull shape-of
early dogs didn't ‘start to change
until closer to the Holocene - that
is, 11,000 yearg ago. However, some
Holocene dog skulls, still retained
wolf-like features..

This research suggests early dogs
were much more diverse than previ-
ously thought; This diversity may
have laid the groundwork for the
extreme variations in size and shape
of the dogs we have today.

Travelling companions

Earlier genomic studies have
uncovered four major dog lineages
that likely originated about 20,000
years ago: Eastern (East Asian and
Arctic) and Western (Europe and
Near East) dogs.,

The"origins of these, anment dog
dineages are still being untangled;
However, studying shifts in the
ancestry of dogs, through time
and between different regions .can
help us better understand both the
origins of dogs and the movement
Of Neolithic (new stone-age) hu-
mans. -

‘Star-Gazing’

The new study by Zhang and
his colleagues used 73 ancient dog
genomes spanning the last 10,000
years to explore how humans -arid
dogs moved across Eastern Eurasia
through time. N

Analysis of these ancient dogs
identified multiple shifts in the
ancestry of dogs in Eastern Eur-
asi® at times that correlate with
the movement of specific human
groups' (hunter-gatherers, farmers
and pastoralists). This s.uggests that
as different human cultural groups
moved across Eurasia, their dogs
often moved with them, carrying
their unique genetic, signatures. '

There was some discrepancy
between human and dog population
ancestry in some parts of Asia. For
example,'Eastern hunter-gatherers
from Veretye and Botai, who were
more closely related to Western
Eurasian humans, had largely East-
ern (Arctic) dogs rather than the
Western dogs observed with other
Western-Eurasian cultures at the
time.

This means dogs may have been a
key part of cultural exchange or trade
between different human cultures or
communities. It may also illustrate
complexities in the evolution of dogs
that we are yet to understand.

m The work by Zhang and his team
presents compelling evidence that in

By PtAjai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon sextile Mars on your solar return chart and it will give fantastic results for
the whole year. You will look for long term goals and want to have stability in
your life. Your financial position will get Better. You will also plan to get married
to a person of your liking. You will also have secret plans, and it will be difficult
to guess what goes inside your mind. You will also buy a car..or a flat. Your
enemies will be unable to defeat you. You will achieve miraculous success in
certain tasks, As a result, your popularity will peak at the right moment. You :
will form successful situation; in your work to earn profits. Your capabilities and :
value will be appreciate” Your health is going to pose no major problems. You
will also get interested in religion and spiritual activities. You will devote a lot of,
time to your family. Time will move smoothly.

‘This week for you’

Aries : (March 21 - April 20) Youwouldbe highly ambitious and work
hard to fulfill desired professional goals. The key to success is
adopting a realistic, practical and disciplined approach towards
work and commitments. This period brings excellentopportuhi-
ties for people in show business, beauty-culture and related
"fields. Your ability to express yourself and to.solve problems is
enhanced. Professionally there will be huge expenses as well
as financial gains from foreign business associates. Family

\memberswouldbesupportive.Yourfinancescouldalsoimproveif
you employ a newstrategy. Itis easierthan usuatto be sensible
about your diet, health and fi {ness needs.

Taurus : (April 21 -- May 21) The planetary-configuration is such
. that it brings desire for love, harmony and peace in your life..
Personal and professional relations are loving, stable, and
harmonious. You may Ipse your fear of taking risks and this
brings successin competitive exams and interviews. This would'

be a good week for financial undertakings involving electron-,

ics, technology, arts as well as.group activities. Learning new -

things is your passion. You are more sensitive artistically, your
imagination is stirred, and you have an increased appreciation
, forsubtleties. Yaw are thinking more creatively and expressing
yourselfwith more sensitivity, compassion, and warmth. There
- may be a minor health problem, and you need to give more
attention to your health. ‘- m

Gemini: (May 22- June 21) this'period-bringsfinancial benefits and
proves good forlong-term inyestmentsand finances. Youwould,
impresspeoplewithyourcommunicationskilisinspiringpeople

/ « totrustyqu. Sejf-confidence.and actions are highlighted. You
vy tend to instinctively know-the right course of action to take in
JIIL adversesituafons. Youwillberesponsible.hardworking.dutiful,

\Y and serious when it comes to finances and romantic relation-;
-, = ships. Thisis anexcellenttime under which to work on resolving
differences in values or problems with loved ones,-

Cancer; (June,22 - July 22) Yourcourage and confidence will keep
your hopes alive. You can attempt difficulttasks, resolve compli-
cated issues and connect with unapproachable people atwork.
Increased energy along with a renewed feeling of confidence
favors you. Make the best of time and utilize your energy ac-
cordingly. Problems in your life may be overcome by bravery,
self-assertion, and directness. There's nothing wrong with a bit
of self-centeredness. You are highly motivated to make money,
and this enhances your energy for new moneymaking projects.

Romantic matters, as well as pleasure-seeking activities, come
tothe fore thisweek. You might spend a lot of time making short
frequent trips, visiting friends and relatives. .

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) Youachieve success as you are outstand-
ing in your work. Attend to professional, personal and material
aspects duririgthis time. You interact with people in positions of
powerand authority gracefully and diplomatically. Youthink inan
unorthodoxway, and this brings appreciation from seniors and
peers alike. You take on a dreamy and philosophical outlook,
which opens your heart to new experiences. Strong, existing

[ i relationships are likely to grow and transform this week. Yout
finances could also improve with continuous efforts and follow-
up. In love and romance your personal relationship takes on a
special quality as you communicate beautifully. Health needs
LAY * care and old habits of excesses need to be kicked.

Virgo

Libra : (Se
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: (August 24 - September 22) Self-confidence and quick
action are highlighted. A strong positive feeling towards your

beloved encourages you to do something new that is unusual
and would be a wonderful surprise. Your personal charm and
charisma take you through complicated situations. This stands
you in good stead when you are faced with opposition. Thisis a
good time for teachers and those in manufacturing and finance
industries. People in marketingandsaleswill have to work hard
. to meet professional commitments. .

ptember 23 - October 23) Your domestic and career
needs are fulfilled. Youfind an intoxicating romance and express
your feelings to your loved one. At work, you may take up new
assignments and projectsthatwould bring creativity and innova-
tion. Your inner; hopes and desires come to the forefront even
as you tackle your job with a realistic and practical purpose of
min'd. There maybe gains from property, ancestral land, shares
and assets in hand. Spending time in solitude among natural
surroundings is therapeutic. . Y

Scorplo (October24 -November 22)You are unusuallyintrospec-

tive and reserved. Itis a good time to organize your workplace

: . and make it well equipped with the latest infrastructure. This

Yy,
O

would help you to get better efficiencies to achieve desired

goals. This is an exceptionally exciting time as professional.

; and business opportunities are offered to you. Your.communi-
cations and presentation style brings accolades from people

.I'who matter. Your actions and emotions "are balanced as you

ul

Sagittarius

Y

Capricorn,:

%

Aquarius

Pisces.:

bring more accuracy to your work area. You are just fair and
-generous in family and professional, situations; Health needs
to be looked at also-be careful in your interpersonal dealings
and avoid co.nf-ontations. Vi-= .- y.i';

: (November 23 - December 21) Youwork hard
to handle business venturfes and collaborations. You may take
up assignments and projects but would require extra effort and
networking to take themthrough. Youreffortsto reach outto new
people will be accepted butwith reseiyationj however you fneet
with success inforeign matters. Onthe financefrontexpenditure
will be on the r,se. Yoy would be able to make an impact on
business'associates with hard work and creative ideas. Your
qgreatvity will assist in your output at work and help you gain
recognition/You extend.yburhospitalityto family.

(December 22 - January 20) You are practical,
hard-working and helpful in personal and professional matters
this week. You would find it easier to express your unique
individuality, even, if this involves changing, careers or jobs.
Time is well spent on your hobby that reflects your unique
personality. You are more willing to adapt to newcircumstances,
ideas, and unfamiliar situations:.You can.find creative solutions
to. problems how. Healttvremains good as you are filled with
a positive energy. oL,

(January 21 - February 18) Responsibilities and
workload are on the increase and the key to success is to
adopt a realistic, practical and disciplined approach towards
life. This week provesto be good for people in finance, shares;
law and management. Your ability to express yourself and to
solve problems is enhanced. Students in creative fields and the
performingarts will getsuccess and good results'. There is active
supportfromfamily members and business associates. Ifyou've

\Y

; make”\sure you re-commit to your personal goals. '

(February 19 - March 20) Thedesireforlove, harmony and

peaceful life will come to fore. You are powerful, transformative
and energetic. You make a mark at your place of work and gain
recognition from associates. Love, friendship and relationship

' are emphasized. Students will need to work hard and put in'the

" extra effortfor forthcoming exams. You would make best use of
your knowledge and skills, but'wisdom would influence more to
the knowledge. You are likely to take your hobbies and talents;
more seriously. In fact, this is an excellent time for reahzmg a
personal hobby, turning it into abusiness. , ; ,

been off track on your exercise routine be kind to yourself but

SIzes

Eastern Eurasia thousands of years
ago dogs played an indispensable
role in human societies as crucial
"biocultural packages" that moved
with,humans. .

In other words, humans took
their companions with them on their
journeys (and perhaps traded them),
rather than simply acquiring new
dogs after moving.

These findings highlight the long-
term, complex and intertwined rela-
tionship between dogs and humans
that spans more than 10,000 years.

The.genetic ancestry of dogs can
act as a living record of ancient hu-
man migrations!, trade networks and
cultural exchanges. -

Studies on ancient dogs may also
help us understand the environmen-
tal factors that contributed to the
evolution of dogs, and their relation-
ship with humans.

/ - Reshaping our. . -

[ ] understanding of clogs.-/ ;

Together, these new studies pro-
foundly reshape our understanding
of how dogs became so diverse and
how they have related to humans
along the way.

Both'studies underscore that the
incredible diversity in modern dogs
is not an entirely recent phenom-
enon. The genetic and morphological
.foundations for this variation were
laid thousands of years ago, shaped
by natural selection, human selec-
tion and diverse environments, long
before the structured breeding of the
past few centuries. m

Future; studies investigating the
physical diversity and ancestry of
dogs through time could deepen
our understanding'of the complex
origins and spread of dogs across
the globe. -

Whatever their origins, this re-
search, deepens our appreciation for
the unique and ancient bond between
humans and dogs that was almost as
diverse as canines themselves. (The
Conversation)

(Authored by Kylie M Cairns
; UNSWSydney and Melanie Fillios,
University of New England)

Ics likely to help
terminal patients find peace

n clinical trials around the world,

a surprising treatment is showing

promise for people with terminal

illnesses: psychedelic therapy.

' For many, the hardestpart of dying
isn't physical pain butthe fear, anxiety
and sense of meaninglessness that
often accompany it. While palliative
care in the UK is rightly praised for
easing pain and managing symptoms,
patients' emotional and spiritual suf:
fering is often less well addressed.

Standard treatments - such as anti-
depressants, counselling and mindful-
ness - may ease some symptoms but
often fail to help patients accept their
diagnosis or find meaning in their
remaining time. This is wherepsyche-
delic therapy may offer support.

The therapy involves the use of
psychedelics such as psilocybin in
combination with psychological'.sup-
port. This approach is designed to help
patients explore difficult emotions,
shift perspective and achieve pro-
found psychological breakthroughs.

In two landmark studies, a high
dose ofpsilocybin with psychotherapy

was shown to reduce depression and .

anxiety iri patients with life-threaten-
ing Cancer. These effects were rapid
and, in many cases, sustained for up
to six months, with many participants
reporting improved mood, emotional
clarity and reduced fear of death.

Some also described experiences
of deep emotional release, awe and
a sense of connection during psy-
chedelic therapy - altered states that
appeared to help patients reframe their
relationship to dying.

Recognition ofthe potential of psy-
chedelics for treating severe mental
health conditions generally has led to
significant regulatory shifts in several
countries. For example, Australia,
Germany and Canada are beginning
to allow access to psychedelics for
people with Serious or treatment-
resistant conditions.

Meanwhile, the EU has invested
millions in research into psychedelic-
assisted therapy. But in the UK,
progress remains slow. Psychedelics
are classed as substances of little or
no medicinal value and are tightly
controlled by the Misuse of Drugs
Regulations. This makes research
slow and access nearly impossible.
Even clinical trials face costly licensing

requirements and delays, discouraging
researchers and limiting innovation.

A timely debate

Questions about-how best to sup-
port people at the ettd of life are espe-
cially timely, as the end of life bill is
currently being debated in parliament.
While the bill focuses on legalising
assisted dying, it has also sparked
wider debate about the quality and
scope of end-of-life’care.

Access to good palliative support
is not always guaranteed -. a con-*
cem shared by both ,supporters -and
opponents of the bill.-" Against this
backdrop, the limits of conventional

.approaches’to psychological sufferlng

become harder to ignore. o’
The bill opens up space to con-
sider the potential role ofpsychedelic
therapy, and to reflect more broadly on m
what it means to die well and whether
current systems adequately support
that goal. The bill has prompted re-
newed public interest in how we treat
psychological distress in the final stages
oflife. Arecent YouGov poll found that
most UK adults supportrelaxing restric-'
tions on psilocybin research, especially
for. people with terminal illness. This
suggests that- public attitudes may be
ahead of policy. The bill provides an
opportunity to question why the UK
continues to implement such strict le-
gal controls that hamper research and
access to much-needed treatments,
and why it lags behind other' coun-

.tries' approaches. It invites a broader

conversation about how the UK sup-
ports those facing the emotional and
existential challenges of dying.
Clinical evidence, public attitudes
arid the changing international land-
scape all highlight growing interest in
psychedelic therapy as a complement
to conventional approaches like coun-
selling. For those nearing the end of
life, it may offer arare chance to face
death with less fear and more meaning
and emotional clarity. .
, Psychedelic therapy won't be right
for everyone, but for some, it could
mean meeting death with peace in-
stead of despair. (The Conversation)

(Authored by Muireann Quigley '
and Laura Downey, University
ofBirmingham and Joanna Neill,
University o fManchester)

How Pacific nations plan to
run on 100% renewables

icture dusk falling somewhere
in the Solomon Islands. A fish-
er's skiff glides home using a
whisper-quiet electric outboard mo-
tor. In,the Gook Islands, a big battery
steadies the island grid;: In Papua
New Guinea's highlands, solar Kits
bring electric light to homes for the
first time.
. These aren't prototypes - they're
already up and running across the
Pacific. Put together, these stories
of quiet change point to something
bigger.

For decades, PaC|f|c island coun-
tries have led the global fight on cli-

mate change. These nations are highly .

exposed to the damage from rising sea
levels, acidifying oceans and bleached
coral reefs.. Pacific leaders helped
secure the 2015 Paris Agreement and
the global goal of holding warming*
to 1.5=C.

Now the Pacific is leading the way
again. Island leaders have a bold plan
to become the world's first region
powered entirely by renewables and'
energy storage.

The move isn't symbolic. It's
extremely practical. Pacific nations
spend an eye-watering percentage
of their GDP (10-25 per cent) buy-
ing fossil fuels to run power plants,
generators and vehicles.

Ending reliance on imports and be-
coming energy independentwill bring
major dividends. Despite widespread

2010. The cost of grid-scale and home
batteries is falling quickly.

Replacing diesel generation with
sojar and batteries would cost an es-
timated AUD 3-4 billion. These costs
would be quickly recouped, given
annual savings would be around AUD,
610-840 million.

The biggest challenge will be fi-
nancing for large-scale renewables,

, grid infrastructure and energy storage.

Many outer islands can(move ahead
faster by replacing diesel generators
with Solar and batteries. A rapid shift
to electric vehicles (EVs) and vessels
is also possible. Government incen-
tives have triggered rapid uptake
of EVs and hybrids in Fiji. Electric
outboard motors are also ready for
prime time.

Cost savings would free up funds
for essential infrastructure, health,
education and climate resilience.
Renewables represent a powerful de-
velopment strategy for the Pacific.

Global renewable uptake is key
to survival for Pacific nations

Individual Pacific countries have

.set ambitious renewable energy tar-
> gets in national commitments under

the Paris Agreement. Fiji plans to be
powered 100 per cent by renewables
by 2035, while Tuvalu is aiming to
get there by 2030.

These national goals can contribute
to a regional target for 100 per cent

support, the Pacific's clean energy Wenewable energy. Pacific leaders

transition has not yet taken off in ear-
nest due to transport costs and gaps in
financing, skills-and regulation.
Leaders will formally release a
renewable roadmap next weels at the
COP30 climate conference in Brazil.
Pacific nations and Australia are bid-
ding to Host the next climate talks in
2026. Island leaders hope to leverage
the global summit to attract invest-
ment in their own energy transition.

Slashing fossil fuel imports
will save billions

Right now, Pacific countries spend
AUD 9-14 billion a year importing
diesel for generators and fuel for
vehicles and boats.

sharp, falls in renewable costs
mean solar and battery systems are
now clearly cheaper than fossil fuels
for electricity generation.

Even ‘with the Pacific's logistical

have agreed to establish a Pacific
Energy Commissioner to coordinate
the transition.

Pacific island countries are not
major polluters, contributingjust 0.02
per cent of global emissions. Cutting
the region's emissions will do very
littledo limit'warming. m

The importance of this new plan
is showing 100 per cent renewables
is now doable.

As Vanuatu climate and energy
minister Ralph Regenvanu states: "if
we can manage the rapid transition
of our energy systems in the Pacific
Islands, it can be a beacon for the rest
of the globe. Our survival depends
on it." Holding warming to 1.5°C is
critical for low-lying atoll nations.
Climate resettlement is already un-
der way, a$ Tuvalu residents enter
ballots to move to Australia while
Fijian villages are relocating to

challenges, installed costs for solar m higher ground.

have fallen more than five-fold since

Two years ago, nearly 200 coun-

tries agreed to triple global renewable
capacity and accelerate the transition
.away from fossil fuels. Reaching this
goal is crucial to keep 1.5°C within
reach, pacific nations can show the
way. But their Survival isnt in their
.hands - it depends on the world foK =
lowingsuit.- m

Next year’s climate talks
could drive the change '

For. several years, Pacific nations
and Australia have been bidding to
host the 2026 COP31 climate summit. '
But Turkiye has a rival bid. A final
decision is expected-next week.

As Palau President Surangel
Whipps has said, hosting COP31 in
the Pacific cannotjust be about sym-
bolism - it must demonstrate “tangible
'benefits” to Pacific peoples. '

If ,the joint bid for COP31 gets
up, Pacific leaders will be pressing
for progress on their 100 per cent'
renewable plan by seeking investors
and technology partners.

m The COP talks are more than cli-
mate negotiations - they've become
the world's biggest trade fair. Thou-
sands of delegates will be looking to
invest in renewable energy. More.than
70 per cent of investment in renew-
ables in Australia comes from abroad
and COP31-could attract finance for
both Australia and the Pacific.

Palau will host'regional leaders
next year at the annual Pacific 1slands
Forum leaders’ meeting. Whipps, the
incoming chair, will focus on building
a regional renewable Pacific partner-
ship and is planning an investment
meeting next year to help attract
international investment.ahead of
COP31. « >

Some investment is likely to come
from Australia, both private and
public. Australia is rapidly replacing
coal-fired power with renewables and
storage at home and is already sup-
porting Pacific clean energy projects.
But Pacific leaders have also called on
Australia to "stop approving new gas
and coal projects" and stop subsidis-
ing fossil fuel production.

The Pacific's plan to run on clean
power makes clear sense on financial,
energy security and climate leadership
grounds. The question now is - will it
-happen? (The Conversation)

»
(Authored By Wesley Morgan,
UNSW Sydney, and Scott Hamilton,
Monash University)



“The world oflearning is so broad, and
the human soulis so limited inpower!”
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Kumar’s magic in Bihar

THE Bihar assembly polls proved the continuing
popularity of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. In a
record ofsorts, he occupied the top chair repeatedly
for nine times while it’s not clear whether a tenth
innings is likely. The BJP scored four seats more
than Kumar’s Janata Dal (United), which could give
the saffron party the right to seek the lead role in
government formation. But, in a similar scenario in
the past too, the BJP obliged Kumar. The BJP this
time has a tally of 89 against JDU’s 85 in a house
of 243. Kumar, at 74, is not keeping good health,
but he has the option to be a senior Union Cabinet
member in the Modi ministry that his 12 MPs are
propping' up through vital support. But, moving
away from his base and allowing someone else to
be the CM could spell political doom for Kumar in
the long run —and might proye to be advantageous
to the Laloo clan and the RJID. A

Kumar remained the reigning hero for nearly two
decades through a mix of strategy, a willingness to
change colours and a direct engagement with the
ordinary masses, principally women. The alliance’s
victory was thanks to the support it got from women
- whose voting per cent this time was the highest-
ever at 71. With large numbers of Bihar’s males
working as migratory manual labourers in other
states, women’s support turned crucial in every
election. The offer of Rs 10,000 as financial supr
portto women and several other schemes specially
meant for them solidified their support to the alli-
ance. won
Kumar laurels from women. Another major factor
that might have helped in this landslide victory for
the BJP-JDU alliance isthe Election Commission’s
revision of voters’ list that weeded out 4.7 million
names. While the Congress blames this for the drub-
bing it and the RJD received this time, they are yet
tQ prove wrongdoing or denial of voting rights o
any genuine voter. The downfall ofthe Congress in
Bihar has been a continuing process thanks largely
to the degeneration of its organisational structure
there, as also in UP, and elsewhere too.

The Bihar sweep has obviously given, a morale
boost to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the
BJP. Had the verdict been against-the saffron alli-
ance in the state, chances are that the RSS would
have been more emboldened to dictate terms with
the prime minister. The Bihar elections would be
followed by assembly polls in non-BJP ruled West
Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu andAssgm, the saf-
fron citadel just months away. Curiously, Prashant
Kishor’sJan Suraaj party lost its depositin nearly all
ofthe over 230 seats it fielded candidates from. He
had promised to exit from politics if Nitish Kumar’s
party gotmore than 25 seats. Kumar, rather, had the
right comfaunal mix with him - his own BC base
and the BJP’s wider, upper social segment. The
CM’s simple styles, incorruptible image and direct
appeal to the masses acted as steroids for him and
the ruling alliance in this electoral battle.

Letters to the Editor

Need for strict  Congress needs a

traffic regulation reality check,
Editor,
. The day when Pine City ! not play the
was enjoying its first Cherry blame game
music concert, | was return- Editor, |, )

ing from work as a pillion
rider. It was already a little  Bjhar” (ST I-5th November
dark outside, and-we were  2025) made interesting read-
riding from Them Bijoy’ ing. It may be added that the
towards the highway junc- sBihar Assembly elections

The editorial “NDA wins

Rural school dropouts. What happens
to them? Is there a way out?

We are all aware of the
recent release of the Me-
ghalaya Education Commis-
sion Report (hereafter to be
referred to as the Report).
Many concerned and enlight-

a living. This is not to say
that the Agriculture Depart-
ment has not done anything

By TokiBlah

the nation. How did they do
it? By simply following “the
bundle of sticks” story, one

concept of the Cooperative
movement, especially for
students from farming com-
munities, .by including such-
introductions in once a week

ened citizens have expressed
their views and opinions on
the Report mainly through ar-
ticles in The Shillong Times.
It is riotmy intention to com-
ment on.the report as there
are other more competent ex-
perts who, I believe, are lin-
ing up with their own views
and suggestions. This writer
ishowever disappointed with
a missed opportunity - the
opportunity of the Report
to define the over-arching

to improve agri-production.
Crop production has defir
nitely improved but only
marginally, since size of
holdings; terrain; available
labour; rain dependency and
anon-existenttechnology on
mountain agriculture contin-
ue to remain stubborn hurdles
for a sustainable livelihood
through upland fanning. But
this is just the start of a Me-
ghalaya farmer’s woes, =f

After harvesting his crops,

~Mailure of the Cooperative

of Aesop’s fables on strength
through unity and coming
together! They did itby com-
ing together as Cooperative/
Societies; creating strength,
bargaining power, value ad-
dition, accessing lucrative
and non exploitative markets
and easily available credit
through unity of effort!
Thetragedy in Meghalaya
is the dismal and depressing

classes to be conducted by
resource persons from the
Cooperative Department:
The idea is to familiarize
those who are likely to return;
to farming, of the mutual
benefits that can accrue by
working,together . The hope
is that when the .time and
opportunity for forming a
cooperative society arrives,
it would be a word and con-,

cept the dropout student is
.Movement. Thfe reasons for

he is then expected to pack;
transport to the nearest mar-
ket; andjail of this under
interventions, mid-course his own steam. He has no
corrections when the ob- marketing skids; lacks any
jectives themselves remain sbargaining power for his
vague aridunclear? Secondly painfully limited produce (
, the Report , though based even aftermore than 50 years
on secondary data, has been of statehood ,, still by the
bold enough to make mention , khohful and never exceed-
of the high rate of school ing 5 quintals at the most)
dropouts, especially among where his own kith and kin
rural students. What is dis- aWait his arrival like hungry
appointing is the absence of vultures to abuse him to the-
a required follow up as to point of exploitation. ( My
what then happens to these blood boils at the neglect of
dropouts? If Meghalaya is the Syiem of Mylliem when
really experiencing a more lie allows Khasi tradesmen
than 40% secondary level in lewduh to rob poor Khasi
rural school dropout rate,; farmers with that unjustified
thistranslates to the alarming  andunethical tariffcalled “ka
figure of more than 22,000 ot kilo”).-Every sale of our
students, mainly in the rural farmers ends up as a distress
areas, annually disappearing sale and there is no support
into the cracks of an uncar- system to say otherwise.
ing society. No one-seems ’That patriotic call, of “Ko
bothered as to what happens para doh, para snam” rings
to them. In short, the trauma hollow when self appointed
of dropouts is a social night- saviours of the community
mare that the state has simply  turn ablind eye to the misery
swept under the carpet. But ofthe poor.
can we continue with our So let us turn back to the
ostrich-like attitude to this rural school dropout and his
social quagmire, and do we desperate return to farming
have an answer? and agriculture fora living. Is
To arrive at any tangible, there away out by which he
achievable Solution for rural  can turn his painfully small
school dropouts, one has to and limited agri produce
understand the reality that- into a strong, economically
awaits these dropouts when viable: livelihood venture?
they return to their villages. ~Let us accept that we are not
What livelihood options do the only community or state
they have? The obvious an- that face such aproblem. This
swer is farming andits allied  writer has been to'South Ko-
activities, simply because all rea, a land with a less fertile
the big talk about other forms  and' skimpy soil than that
of enterprises mean nothing of Meghalaya. The Korean
unless 24x7 power supply is farmer like his compatriot
assured for ourvillages. So if in Meghalaya suffers from
agriculture is the only,choice  similar hurdles ; small hold-
left, are they equipped with ings, a hilly terrain, a more
the relevant knowledge to unforgiving climate etc. Yet
convert farming into an at- the farmers there are progres-
tractive livelihood exercise? sive; their GDP'equal if not
One doubts if the existing more, than their European
curriculum that aims atwhite counterparts; the Korean
collared products is in any agricultural economy is one
way related to a meaningful of the strongest in SE Asia
farmyard existence. So the ; their farmers even if unlet-
dropout is willy-nilly forced tered, proud and confident of
to revert to traditional ways their profession and its con-
of scratching the hillside for tribution to wealth creation of

and inclusive objectives of
our education system. How
do we then suggest positive

ure to connect with women

The last three elections and youth voters. Reports
show Nitish Kumar’s adapt- noted that Rahul Gandhi’s
ability and BJP’s growing promises arid Congress’
dominance. RJD’s decline messaging did.not resonate
from 80 seats in 2015 to 25 with Bihar’s electorate, who

and voter trust.

this state of affairs are many
but the:significant and prime
reason is:the Government’s
neglect of this empower-
ing tool for rural poverty
alleviation. It allowed the
movement to be politically
hijacked where only those
with political connections

or with vested self interests *

to access the ,benefits of all
mCentrally sponsored Coop-
erative schemes. The Coop
Movement lost the confi-
dence of the poor and the
marginalized, the very target
-group itseeksto lift. The rest
is history. Point for consider-
ation - can the Cooperative
Movementberevivedto give,
hope to rural dropouts who
have turned back to farming
for livelihood?

History and destiny have,
this surprising habit of com-
ing up with opportunities of
hope in times of crisis. Those
with foresight grab such op-
portunities to turn failure to
success. Fools however often
fail to recognize such gate-
ways. For Meghalaya this
opportunity has come out in
the form of a delightful little
publication by the Director-
ate of Education Research
and Training (DERT) titled
“Training Module on Entre-
preneurship and soft skills
-Unlocking entrepreneurial
potential” To me it is a must
read for those in Govern-
ment who are in charge of

Education, C&RD, Coop- '

eratives, and Agriculture. It
forms the key in unlocking

the logjam of Agricultural

poverty ; of making farming

andallied activities attractive

livelihood activities and most,
important ofhalting this des-

perate influx ofthe rural poor

to our urban centres.

Let me try and explain
what | mean. With no inten-
tion ofdiscriminating against
anyone, let us accept that
teachers of rural schools
would have by class 8 or 9,
identifies those students who
are potential dropout mate-
rial. This would be the ideal

where cafe owners, bars
and restaurants too get their
fair share of customers. And
every restaurant needs to
buy enough local products
from shops in lewduh and

already acquainted with and
comfortable with. It means
the poor farmer will .be less
likely to be exploited, abused
and manipulated by those
with malafide self interests.
Now if this concept and idea
of DERT has the potential of
changing the lives of 22,000

of ouryouth, I think the Govt<

should be ashamed ofitselfif
it pleads shortage of funds'as
an excuse for non application
ofthe scheme. For the sake of
the reader allow me to quote
some of the more significant
portions from the above men-
tioned DERT publication;
The “Training Module on
Entrepreneurship and soft
skills -Unlocking entrepre-
neurial potential” in its pref-
ace speaks of “ innovation
and adaptability as drivers of
progress.” | don’t know from
where they picked up such
ideas but they fit in so appro-,
priately with the missing gap
in Meghalaya development.
It describes entrepreneurship
“ not just about starting, a
business; its about cultivat-
ing amindset that encourages
creative problem solving,
resilience arid a proactive ap-
proach to life’s challenges.”
Just what the doctor ordered
for the 22,000 school drop-
outs that happen every year.
The module speaks about
“equipping the student with
the soft Skills and confidence
needed to navigate a rapidly
changing world”.
¢ So glad for such wisdom
if it starts teaching our yoiith
to challenge those who are so
determined to drag us back to
the imagined -past glory of
the dark ages. It is my direct
request to, not a challenge, for
the Meghalaya Cabinet, the

Departments concerned and/

for our legislators to discuss,,
debate and dialogue with
stakeholders the potential of
this DERT manual. It is my
sincere belief that its worth
the exercise. It could well
be the first step towards the
sustainable change everyone
is looking forward to.

even try out their ideas ifthey
are sound enough. However
such people should base their
recommendations based on
sound research which should
be based on regional differ-

iri 2025 and Congress™ col-
lapse from 27 to 6, highlights
how Bihar’s politics shifted
from caste-driven alliances to
governance and stability nar-
ratives. Allegations against

largely backed the NDA’s
governance narrative. Nit-
ish Kumar’s strength lies
notin‘ideological rigidity"
hut in adaptive pragmatism.
He has shown that survival

elsewhere $o there are eco- ences within Meghalaya.
nomic transactions that go Personally I feel that if

beyond the ticket sales to the 4concerned citizens take the.
Festival itself. trbuble to place their griev-

- The event management ances beforethe Government
team behind the Cherry Blos-  rather than rave and rant on

tion that connects to the road
towards Oxford, Kenches
Trace, etc.
At that point, a driver of
a large car, without caring
about our movement, sud-
denly took a sharp turn at the
junction which was actually
a ‘no-entry’ for him. He did
this only because he wanted
to quickly reach his destina-
tion to take a turn towards
Civil Hospital Road. This
reckless shortcut causdd an
accident, and our two-wheel-
erwas hit,leading to serious
injuries to my left leg.
| earnestly request the
Traffic Department to kindly
depute some police person-
nel at this junction so that,
-no vehicle can take such
dangerous shortcut turns.
Everyone should follow the
proper route towards Anjalee
point as per. the Govern-
ment’s traffic road map.
Please ensure that ve-
hicles coming from Them
.Bijoy side can safely and
properly take their desig-
nated route while entering
the highway.
Yours etc.,
A concerned citizen
Name withheld on
request,
Shillong

shifted across 2015, 2020,
and 2025. RJID fell sharply
from’80 seats in.2015 to0.75
in 2020 and further down
to 25 in 2025 showing a
steady decline. The Janata
- Dal (United) frorp 71 seats
dropped to 43 in 2020 and
resurged in 2025 to 85 seats
reflecting Nitish Kumar’s
comeback. The Indian Na-
tional Congress collapsed
from 27 seats in 2015 to 19
seats in 2020-and just 6 in

#2025, its weakest position,

in decade., The BJP rose
consistently from 53 seats
in 2015 to 74 in 2020 and
now in 2025 it registered a
win in 89 segirients, becom-
ing the dominant force. The
trends reveal that in 2015
Mahagathbandhan (RJD+
JD(U)+INC was strong and
defeated the NDA.. In 2020
NDA regained ground, BJP
overtook JD(U) while RID
remained the single largest
party. 2025 was art NDA
landslide with 218/243 seats,
BJP and JD(U). togethering
dominating while the oppo-
sition collapsed. This makes
it clear how BJP’s steady
rise and JD(U)’s resilience
reshaped Bihar’s political
map while RID and Congress
steadily lost symbolic capital

.NDA’s Sweeping victory,and

the Election Commission‘are
not new in Indian politics,
but they rarely explain such
dramatic collapse in seat
share. Blaming the CEC is
a way to delegitimize the

in Bihar’s politics requires
flexibility, symbolic reso-
nance and the ability to bal-
ance caste equations with
development' narratives. His
governance reforms gave him
credibility, while his'coalition
manoeuvres ensured he never
became politically obsolete.

deflect attention from internal
weaknesses, . ; r '’ WF:

The scale ofthe Congress’ Yours etc;
defeat suggests structural VK Lyngdoh
and organisational issues' Via email

weak local leadership, poor
alliance management and
lack of resonance with vot-
ers rather than purely elec-
toral malpractice. The bottom
line: While raising concerns
about' electoral fairness is
legitimate, Congress risks
appearing evasive; it ignores
the need for internal reforms
and grassroots rebuilding.
Congress’blame onthe CEC
reflects frustration and politi-
cal positioning, but the real
challenge lies iri reviving its
organizational strength and
reconnecting with Bihar’s
electorate. Waithout intro-
spection, blaming institutions
may only deepen its decline.

Many within Congress

Cherry Blossom
Fest

.Editor,

The Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival is over and done with
but there are many who for
Various reasons will raise
questions about its ability to
address the multitude prob-
lems of the state such as
youth unemployment and
such issues! People don’t
seem to want anything hap-
pening in Meghalaya. Is it not
the Cherry Blossom Festival
that has turned Shillong into
a sought after destination for
concert lovers from across

itselfincluding Mumtaz Patel ~ the country? Haven’t our
and Shashi Tharoorurgedthe home-stay owners, guest
party to look inward, citing houses and hoteliers gained
leadership disconnect from from the festival? There are
grassroots workers and fail- spin-offs to such festivals

som Festival has worked
the whole year round to
ensure that contracts with
the:international performers
are finned up and there are
no lost minute gljtches that
could spoil the show. This
is no cakewalk and | am
sure the Rockski team have
missed many a heartbeat
until the final event is accom-
plished. To berate all that the
event management team has
put together and link this to
the larger issue ofthe state is
a puerile argument-by those
who have a heartburn against
anything and everything the
Government seeks to do.
There are several areas of
governance that need to be
improved and those eternal
complainants can instead
give their list of suggestions
on how to generate employ-
ment and in which sectors.
After all; if some individual
or group is unhappy with the-
Government and that will
always be the case because
according to some critics the
Government can never do
the right thing, they should
submit a list, of their own
recommendations. | am sure
that those in Government
will give such progressive
souls a patient hearing and

Social media there might be
better’hope of Meghalaya
moving in the right direction.
Having said that, | wishto tell
the Governmentthatas aresi-
dent of4th Furlong the noise
from the concert venue after
10 PM was nerve-wracking.
Some of my friends residing
around Polo area too felt the
decibel almost earth shatter-
ing. Polo Ground is certainly
not the place for,such events.
In the west concerts are held
during the day time. Why
must concerts here begin late
and end past midnight? And
can the Government or event
managers find empty spaces
beyond Shillong? Remember
how the NH7 Weekender
Festival used to be held away
from the city in open spaces?
So dear Government please
ensure that the next Pink
Festivalis held at a place that

.can take the heart thumping

decibels without disrupting
anyone’s health or sleep.

Yours etc.,

Irena Sawkmie,

Via email

Avticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Titties

From Sacred Flow to ,
Spectacle: The Changing
time .to-start introducing the SOUI Ofthe UmngOt Rlyer

By Evangeline Dkhar

The story of how a com-
munity’s sacred river became
a stage for tourism, modernity,
and contested ownership.

Nestled between the roll-
ing green hills ofMeghalaya’s
WestJaintia district, the Umn-
got River flows with a clarity
so pure that boats appear-to
glide through am For years,
this emerald stream at Dawki
and Shriongpdeng has drawn
visitors who marvel at its
transparent wafers and surreal,
beauty. Butbeyond its surface
charm, the Umngot tells a
deeper story — of changing
livelihoods, shifting values,
and a society caught between
reverence and revenue.

A decade ago, before the

‘tourism boom, the people

living along the Umngot de-
pended on it in simpler, hum-
bler ways. The river was their
sustenance. Men fished early
in the morning, bringing their
catch to nearby markets in
Dawki and Amlarem, where
the trade of local fish formed
a vital part of the economy.
Boatmen ferried villagers
and goods across the river,
connecting isolated communi-

" ties to one anotheri The water

also nourished nearby fields,
sustaining small patches of

(village council). These rules
ensured'fairness and sustain-
ability — dictating fishing
seasons™ controlling sand
collection, and maintain-
ing respect for the environ-
ment. But \yith tourism’s
rapid growth, the question of
ownership has become com-:
plex. The stale, private tour
operators, and even digital
influencers now shape the
river’s image and economy.
The commercialization ofthe
Umngotraises a sociological
question central to modern
Meghalaya: Who truly ben-
efits from: the river’s fame
— the localxommiinities or
" external stakeholders?
Within Elaka Darrang,
traditional authorities still
play a key role in managing
tourism and ensuring that
benefits reach the communi-
ty. Schemes prompting eco-
tourism have strengthened lo-
cal participation and'created
,hew forms of governance
where customary law and
state regulationintersect.
Yet challenges persist —
especially regarding waste
management, unregulated
campsites, and pollution.
Community rules have had
1to evolve to limit over-com-

*

agricultural; land along the > mercialization: restricting

valleys. And from its riverbed,
men collected river sand — a
prized material forhouse con-
struction - selling it locally
to supplement their income.

the setting up of camps too
close to the water, prohibit-
ing the dumping of waste,
and banning the poisoning of
aquatic species. These are not

m The Umngot was notjust justenvironmental measures,

an,economic asset; it was a-

livin®presence woven into ev-
eryday existence. The rhythm
of life followed the rhythm
ofthe river. The Umngot has
always been treated with deep
reverence by the people of
Dawki andthe villages within
the Elaka Darrang. Besidethe
river stand the sacred groves
(Law Kyntang) managed
by local clans. These groves
embody the spiritual guard-
ianship ofnature— believed
to house U Ryngkew U Basa,
protector spirits that ensure
balance between humans and
the environment. Through the
care of these groves, people
expressed respect for the river
and its surrounding ecosys-
tem" Elders recall that iri the
past, there were no formal
blessings forthe river before
fishing, but there existed an

but a continuation of the old-
moral order— translatedinto
modem conservation. '
In November 2025, the
Umngot made headlines
when its famously'crystal-
clear water turned murky
and brown. Investigations
revealed that hill-cutting,
soil dumping, and excava-
tion linked, to theNHIDCL’s
Shillong--Dawki highway
projecthad caused massive
sedimentrunoffintothe river.
The Meghalaya State Pollu-
tion Control Board identi-
fied multiple violations and
imposed a ?15 lakh fine on
the company. While authori-
ties assure that the clarity
. will return once construction
stabilizes, locals express both
anger and sorrow. A Dawki
boatman lamented, “When
the water turns,brown, the

unspoken moral code; not to m tourists stop coming. For us,

pollute, not to overfish, not
to disturb the waters without
cause. These beliefs reflected
what sociologists call amoral
ecology — a system ofethics
rooted in harmony rather than
domination.

Even today, young people
respect these older customs.
Many still follow community
rules, avoid fishing during
spawning seasons, and take
part in rituals within the sa-
cred groves. This continuity
of belief, passed through
generations, is what has long
protected the Umngot.

In recent years, however,'

the Umngot has undergone a
dramatic transformation. Its
once-quiet banks have turned
into vibrant tourist desti-
nations. Boating,’ camping,
cliff-jumping, and riverside
homestays attract visitors
from across India and abroad.
Tourism has brought undeni-
able benefits, Inlluencers and
travel vloggers have helped
make the Umngot a household
name across social mediaplat-
forms— Instagram, YouTube,
Facebook. Posts featuring the
river’s glass-like clarity and
surrounding landscape have
drawn thousands of visitors,
creating a thriving tourist
economy for the region. For
many families, tourism has
become the new livelihood.
Boatmen now earn more fer-
rying tourists than-fishing;
homestays have! replaced
small-scale fanning as amain
income source. The youth of
Elaka Darrang have found
new opportunities in guiding,
hospitality, and entrepreneur-
ship. Government schemes
and grants, channelledthrough
traditional institutions, have
supported the beautification
ofthe area and the training of
unemployed youth in tourism
management.

The economic revival is
real — but it comes with
cultural cost. The river, once
approached with reverence,
is increasingly seen as a stage
for recreation. The sacredness
of the waters has, in many
ways, given way to spectacle.
Traditionally, river use was
governed by customary law
of the local Dorbar Shnong

that means no income.”

The event.also reignited
debates about sustainability.
The Umngot’s clarity is not
just'aesthetic — it is eco-
logical. Increased siltation
threatens fish populations and
disrupts the delicate hydro-
logical system that the com-
munity has long protected
through its traditional norms.
Despite these pressures, local
communities remain the first
defenders of:the Umngot.
The Dorbar Shnong, youth
groups, and women’s col-
lectivesunderElaka Darrang
organize periodic cleaning
drives, awareness programs,
and dialogues ori sustainable
tourism. They also advocate
that development should not
erase tradition. For them,
sustainability means ensur-
ing that the river continues
to feed both the people and
the .spirit of the land. It is
about coexistence — where
progress does not come atthe
cost of identity. Government
and private stakeholders have

; increasingly recogtiized these
traditional rights. Many agen-
cies now consult with local
leaders before implementing
projects, acknowledging that
true sustainability' requires
community consent.

mEven amid change, the
Umngot continues to live
— in the sparkle of its fish-
filled waters, in the laughter
of tourists, in the stories of
elders who speak of its past.
The river remains, in every
sense, a living heritage: both
a source of livelihood and
a mirror reflecting Megha-
laya’sjourney from tradition
to modernity.

To restore and protect
it is to reaffirm a way of
life rooted in respect — for
nature, for culture, and for
the unseen guardians’that
dwell between the hills and
the waters.

“The Umngothas a soul,”
.says an elder from Dawki,
watching the. river beneath
the suspension bridge. “If
we care for it, it will care for
u ;—"‘as it always has.”

(The writer is Assis-
tant Professor: Sociology,
Shillong)
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Land: A Critical Issue
REPORTS that the KHADC had reconstituted the
Committee to enquire into land alienation at Law
Mawpat (Mawpat Forest) rings a wafning bell that
the enquiry is getting nowhere. The Committee set
up on July 25, 2025 was to make necessary enqui-
ries into the entire imbroglio and submit its findings
within three months. The 3-month period should
have ended in October 2025 but the enquiry report
is hanging fire.Now the KHADC has formed a new
Committee on the plea that there was a change of
guard at the Council as the earlier CEM, S Rynjah
stepped down and was replaced by Winston Tony
Lyngdoh. The question is why should the delay
happen because ofa change of CEMs ifthe terms of
reference ofthe enquiry remain the same. Ifthe terms
of*enquiry have changed what are those changes?
The public has the right to know. The enquiry into
the land alienation-at Mawpat forest was neces-
sitated when it came to the fore that certain MLAS,
groups and organisations were granted land within

the protected forest.

What is intriguing is the change of custodianship
from the KHADC to the Hima Mylliem and how that
was executed. Para 3 ofthe Sixth Schedule provides
for the District Council and Regional Councils to
make rules in respect oflands, management of forest
(other than the Reserved Forest). In that case how
was the management ofthe Mawpat foresthanded
over to the Syiem of Myliem? Does this arrange-

.mentexist in respect of other syiemships too? The
next question is whether the ADCs come under the
purview of the Environment Protection Act 1986
which is a Central Government Act. The Act, says,
“Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Central
Government shall have the power to take all such

mmeasures as it deems necessary or expedient for the
purpose of protecting and improving the quality of
the environment and preventing, controlling and
abating environmental pollution.”

The third question now is whether the Sixth
Schedule supersedes the Central Government Act.
Since the ADCs have not shown any inclination to
protect rivers from pollution nor the forests from
meing parcelled offto elite tribals, is it not time for
the Central Government to extend its authority over
so-called ADC administered areas where forests are
now largely denuded? The Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution was enacted to conserve the culture
and tradition of the tribes and to ensure that land
which includes forests, rivers, agricultural land etc.,
are conserved for the general good ofthe tribes. The
ADCs also have a duty to ensure that there is equity
in how land is allocated to the indigenous tribals
of Meghalaya. But what is witnessed today is that
large sections of tribals themselves are landless
and are farming on lease-held land with not even
a homestead to call their own. Are the ADCs even
concerned about landlessness? True that in 2021 the
Khasi Hills District Council legislated on setting up
of land banks to be distributed to the landless.' How
much land has been allocated to larfdiess families
since then? The public needs to know. What the
ADCs also need to make public is the number of
landless people within each ADC; These statistics
are imperative to make necessary interventions.

Letters to the Editor

O n school
drop-outs
in rural
Meghalaya

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, 1 Wish to express my
sincere appreciation for the
recent article by Toki Blah
titled “Rural School Drop-

/ outs: What happens to them?
Is there a way. out?” pub-
lished on 17.th November,
2025. His article deserves
deep recognition for bring-
ing to light a crisis that si-
lently determines the future
of thousands of children in
our state.

A problem too large to
ignore: As the author points
out, more than 40% ofrural
secondary school studentsjn
Meghalaya drop out every
year. This means that over
22,000 children leave school
annually—many of them
between the ages of 14 and
17. At such ayoung age, they
'step into adulthood without
education, without skills,
and without guidance.

According to the current
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education
(UDISE+) data, Meghalaya
continues to be among the
states with:

«one ofthe highest drop-
out rates in the North East,

* low secondary school
attendance, and

elarge disparities between
rural and urban schooling
conditions. .

This is notjust an educa-

tion issue; it is-a develops
ment issue.

- Why this should worry
all ofus?

"When so many children
drop out every year, the
long-term consequences are
serious: .

I. Loss of future work-
force: Meghalaya already
faces shortages in skilled-
professions—health

workers, technicians,
agricultural specialists, and
teachers. Dropouts widen
this gap:

.2. Inter-generational pov-
erty: Without education or
skills, most dropouts end up
in low-paid, informal jobs,
repeating the cycle of pov-
erty their parents faced.

3. Higher vulnerability:
Studies in the North East
show that school dropouts
are at greater risk of early
marriage, addiction, unsafe
migration,, and exploitation.

4. Weak rural economy:
With fewer educated youth,
rural innovation declines,
cooperatives struggle, and
agriculture becomes less
productive-

5. Slow human develop-
ment: Meghalaya’s Human
Development Index (HDI)
remains lower than the na-
tional average, and high
dropout rates directly con-
tribute to this.

These impacts affect the
entire state’s growth—not
just one family or one vil-
lage. ,

Why the dropout problem
continues?

The crisis is.not due to
any lack of ability in our
children. It is, as my long

Academia has often been
derided as an “ivory tower,”
the residents ofwhichneither
understand everyday reality
nor wants to engage with it.
From their balconies situ-
ated under hallowed mina-
rets; academics pontificate,
pointing out what is wrong
with the world, and offering
prescriptions that are resisted
by common people—people
who are bewildered by ideas
that have no connection to
their lived realities and fail
to capture how they view the-
world. There is an element of
truth to this criticism, but it
would be nai've to conclude
that academia is therefore
worthless. Consider the most
dominant economic frame-
work under which political
parties of all hues operate
today: rieo-liberalism.

The.'beginning of this
school of thought can be
tracecf back to the “Chicago
Boys,” a group of Chilean
economists, the majority of
whom were- trained in the
Department of Economics
at the University of Chicago
under Larry Sjaastad, Milton
Friedman, and’Arnold Har-
berger. After completing their
studies, they became part of
numerous South American
governments, including the
Chileanmilitary dictatorship
of Augusto Pinochet, who
was the first to implement
neoliberal reforms. These re-,
forms were later-adopted by
Ronald Reaganin the United
States and Margaret Thatcher
in the'United Kingdom. To
recap; Pinochet—the first to
experiment with neoliber-\
alism—was responsible for
the murder of 1,200 to 3,200
people, the imprisonment of
as many as 80,000, and the
torture of tens of thousands.
When countries in the Global
South complain about neo-
colonialism being imposed
upon them, neoliberalism is
the accompanying economic
system. What happens in
academiais therefore deeply
important,, as those who op-
erate in that space can have
an outsized impact on soci-
ety—especially when there,
is no pushback from'ordinary
people who may- choose to
remain silent, saying, “Oh
*ngiki nongkyndong, ngin tip
aiu. | Babu i tip bha.”

. Twas struck by these
thoughts when | partici-
pated inthe gne-day national
seminar on “Land, Devel-
opment and Livelihood in
Meghalaya,” organized by
the Department o f Political
Science, North-Eastern Hill
University, and sponsored by
the Indian Council of Social
Science Research, North
Eastern Regional Centre, and

years in the teaching profes-
sion have shown me, the
weakness of the support
system around them.
The major reasons in-
clude: ;!
* poor school infrastruc-
ture in many rural blocks,

eteacher shortages in key ,

subjects, .

- poverty-driven pressure
on children to work,

* lack of counselling to
guide students academically
or emotionally,

*no strong mechanism to
track and bring back drop-'
outs,

« distance to secondary
schools, which discourages
many girls from attending
regularly.

Unless these root causes

are addressed, dropouts will m

continue to rise. 7 .

Efforts that deserve ap-
preciation: ;

It is important to ac-
knowledge the positive ini-
tiatives of the Government
of Meghalaya:

The Meghalaya Educa-

tion Commission Report
:(2023) provides valuable
insights and corrective mea-
sures. .
\ «The DERT’s Entrepre-
neurship and Soft Skills
Module is a step towards
preparing students—and
dropouts—for employable
skills.

« Skills Meghalaya and
vocational training pro-
grammes help youth connect
educatioq, with livelihood
opportunities.

<Infrastructure upgrades
and teacher training reforms
indicate serious intent.

~and the

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

the Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council. The ses-
sions Were lively, and I also
presented a paper question-
ing whether landless people'
exist in Meghalaya and the

Kur may contest the posi-
tion, of Rangbah Shnong.
For instance, only someone
from the Thangkiew Kur can
become the Rangbah Shnong
in Nongkseh. Reading the

*processes of dispossession m history of Hima Khyrim, one

that have produced such a
condition. One presentation,
in particular, caught my at-
tention. The speaker declared-
that a certaincommunity had

improved its socio-economic .

condition because ithad been

able to maintain community

ownership of land.1This is

something | also advocate-

strengthening community-

ownership and restricting the'
conversion of Ri Raid lands

(commons) into Ri Kynti

lands (individual ownership).

But what intrigued me was

the speaker’s suggestion

that it was community, own-

ership, not clan ownership

that constituted traditional

Khasi practice. This is a

misunderstanding of Khasi

traditional polity and social*,
formation. '

A Khasi is not simply an
individual who is part of a
political unit but a person
embedded in society through
the Kurto which he or.she be-
longs,The identity ofaKhasi
cannot be separated from the
Kur, which is matrilineal and
rooted in aparticular locality.
In that locality, only a few
Kur are considered Bakhraw,
and they'traditionally mo-
nopolized political offices
such as the Basan and the
Lyngdoh in aparticular Raid
(a collection of villages).
These political' functionaries
then elect the Syiem, who
governs the Hima, an amal-
gamation of different Raids.
The Basans and Lyngdohs
thus become the Myntri clans
ofthe Hima, a territorial en-
tity covering many villages.
Hima Shillong (also known
as Hima Khyrim) report-
edly governed more than 200
villages during the Ahom
invasion of Hinla JairitiMpur,
as documented by E. Gait,
in his 1905 book A History
of Assam. The history and
political-structure of Hima
Shillong offer a clear illustra-
tion of how Khasi polity is
organized, and one can refer
to'the section on Shillong
Syiemship - its origin and
antiquity in the book ‘His-
tory and Culture ofthe Khasi
people’ by Hamlet Bareh
NgapKynta. .

The role ofthe Bakhraws
in governing the Raid has
spilled into the contempo-
rary Dorbar Shnong, where
in many places only indi-.
viduals from a particular

. These initiatives need-
strong monitoring and co-
ordination to show real re-

sults;

A practical path forward:

Based on the concerns
raised by Toki Blah, the
following steps, | strongly
feel, can make a genuine
difference:

1 A state-level Dropout
Tracking System: Every
student who leaves school
should be identified within

weeks—notyears—and con-.

tacted for support.

2. Schogql-to-skill path-
ways: Rural youth should
have access to short-term
skill courses, apprentice--
ships, and entrepreneurship
programmes linked to local
industries, agriculture, and
tourism.

3. Transparent coopera-
tives: Reviving village-level
cooperatives with good gov-
ernance can generate income
and give youth meaningful
roles.

4. Meaningful integration
of soft skills and entrepre-
neurship: These should be
practical, hands-on, and
linked to real opportuni-
ties—"not just classroom
theory.

5. Community involve-'
ment: Village councils, par-
ents, churches, and NGOs
can play a major role in
motivating children to stay
in school.

These steps are realis-
tic, affordable, and proven
to work in many parts of
India.

Toki Blah’s article re-
minds us that each dropout
is not merely a number—it

finds that the Thangkiew Kur
were indeed the Basans of
Nongkseh. This is a remnant
from the days when decision-
making was the domain of
the Dorbar Kur and Dorbar
Raid, the original indigenous
institutions, rather than the
present-day Dorbar Shnong.
The fact that the Basans
held real power—not the
Syiem—is evident in the
historical episode where the
three Basans attempted to ex-
terminate-the Syiem-family
by burning "their settlement.
It was U Basan Nongkseh
who saved a little girl, Ka
Jatkiri, and took her to a
sanctuary in the west.

To suggest; therefore, that
the present model of com-
munity land—where villages
with multiple- clans enjoy
usufructuary rights—is the:
primordial system, and that
Ri Kur is a recent innova-
tion, is to fundamentally
misunderstand Khasi culture
and history. This misun-
derstanding has important
implications., !

At the moment, there
is a case,in the High Court
challenging the matrilin-
eal system, and the judge
has asked the KHADC to
submit its views. The last

report | read stated that the «

KHADC had sought more
time. If ajudgment eventu-
ally recognizes patrilineal
customs as legitimate Khasi
practice, it would mark the
end of the Khasi Kur, which
has strict rules of endogamy
and is central to the distinc-

tion between Kur and Kha, .

encapsulated in the phrase
“Tip Kur Tip Kha”. Without
this, the taboo against incest
collapses, and the mixing of’
related bloodlines becomes
normalized.

Although the majority of;

Khasis have become Chris-!

tians, they remain deeply
connected to their tradition.

BUt with such ajudgment,
this connection would be

severed, and Khasis would ; pjans they may have lor ordi-

lose their unique identity
and history, becoming just
another ethnic group. What
then would, distinguish a
Khasi from a Karbi or a
Bihari? The most affected
would be the Niam Khasi
arid Niam Tre practitioners,
forwhom the idea ofthe Kur,
derived from the mother,
is sacrosanct. This change

is a young life losing hope.
Meghalaya cannot afford to
let 22,000 children slip away
every year.
We mustlact with ur-
gency, compassion, and col-
“lective responsibility. Every
child who enters school must
be able to complete it with
dignity and a future full of
possibilities. -
Yours etc.,
Jairaj
Via email

Mandani’s win
a vote against
Trump

Editor, ]

Over and abbve what
the editorial “Taming of
Trump “(ST November 7,
2025) has highlighted, the.
key takeaways from the
2025 Elections in the U.S.
is that Democrats won gov-
ernorships in Virginia' and
New Jersey by double digit
margin. Exit polls showed
that most Virginia and New
Jersey voters disapproved
of Trump, and at least 9
,in 10 of those people sup-
ported Democratic candi-
dates for governor. In New
Jersey, GOP candidate Jack
Ciattarelli’s alignment with
Trump hurt his chances de-
spite a strong campaign.

Zohran Mamdani, a
Democrat Socialist, made
history as New York City’s
first Muslim and'Millennial
mayor, defeating Andrew
Cuoma who ran as an in-
dependent. Affordability

would resemble the imposi-
tion ofaUniform Civil Code,
since the opposition-—en the
grounds ofunique identity—
.would lose its cultural legiti-
macy. Also lost would be the
link to ancestors who fought
to preserve the tradition. Itis
important to remember that
groups like the Karbi, who
once lived under Khasi Hi-
mas, such as Hima Jaitiapur, ’
left to live under the Ahoms
precisely because they com-
plained that the Khasis were
imposing matriliny on them.
There are stories of Jait Syi-
em ofnon-Khasi origin who
had to adopt matriliny to
hold office. Would we still,
be able to call such stories
our own?

While the Kur as an eco-
nomic. institution (control
bf land and resources) may
no longer be as potent as
before, its social role remains'
crucial. My suspicion is
that those looking to under-
mine it and push for change
are influenced by a form
of Evangelical Christianity
in which being Christian is
more important than being
Khasi—a view not shared
by other Khasi Christians.
Forthis group, it is not Khasi
culture or history that should
shape the future but. their
own vision of who a Khasi
“should be.”

And that vision is of a
Khasi society structured
around the framework of a
patrilineal, patriarchal, con-
servative nuclear Christian
family, one that opposes
gender rights, women’s em-
powerment, and views nature
merely as a commodity to be
exploited and sold for profit.
In this vision, when the Kur
is no longer important, the
nuclear family becomes the
primary unit—mirroring
Margaret Thatcher’s famous
statement, “There is no such
thing as society. There are
individual men and women,
and there are families.” We
would, therefore, no longer
be bound by solidarity, but,
would relate to each other
sthrough individual ~compe-
tition; where the guiding
slogan would be ‘no free
lunch.’

What happens in aca-
demia, therefore, is a valu-
able indication of what the
Don Burom or high level
people are thinking and what

nary Khasis. We should not
ignore academia but engage
with it, for those who are part
of it want to tell us who we
are—and who we should be.
Are we going to allow that?
(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

-was the top voter concern

as the exit polls showed that:
economic anxiety and cost
of living were the dominant
issues. Democratic candi-
dates focused on afford-
ability, housing and energy
costs, while Republicans
struggled to distance them-
selves from Trump. Trump’s
influence backfired as many
Republican candidates who
embraced Trump proved
detrimental. Youth and di-
versity shaped outcomes as
Mamdarii’s win were pow-
ered by young voters and
college-educated urbanites,
reflecting a generational shift
in political engagement: His
campaign emphasized eco-,
nomic justice, social media
outreach and symbolic rep-
resentation.

California’s “Proposi-
tion 50” passed, allowing
Democrats to redraw con-
gressional maps ahead ofthe
2026 midterms countering
Republican gerrymander-
ing efforts. Why does this
matter? These results reflect
a growing discontent with
Trump’s second term, espe-
cially among urban, younger
and economically burdened
.voters. Democrats are le-
veraging this momentum to
“reshape congressional maps
and build coalitions ahead
of 2026.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Viaemail

. Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the Writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bangladesh plunges into fresh turbulence after
tribunal’s death penalty to Sheikh Hasina

For Modi, the d

iplomatic crisis

accentuates as the indicted

challenges fro

m Indian soil

By Nitya Chakraborty

Bangladesh plunged into
a fresh turbulence on Mon-.
day, November 17 after the
International Crimes Tri-
bunal (ICT) announced its
verdict sentencing to death ,
former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for”

participating in the election
campaign. A recent-opinion
poll about the coming elec-
tions carried out by a private
agency indicated, that the
Awami League, despite sup-
port, still has the support of
more than 20 per. cent just

crimes against humanity” ® o0 the BNP. The other

committed during lastyear’s
student led agitation that
led to the fall of her Awami
League Government on Au-
gust 5,2024.

The ICT set up by the
interim Government of Ban-
gladesh headed by Chief
Advisor Dr. Muhammad
Yunus also indicted Sheikh
Hasina on two other counts.
The Verdictwas on expected
lines. Sheikh Hasina who
has been staying in India-
since August 5 afternoon

last year; was in a challeng-
ing mood. She said that the
Tribunal was rigged. She de-
nied every single charge and

castigated Tribunal for not |

giving the’Awami League
and herself a fair chance to
defend themselves

In a belligerent mood;
Sheikh Hasina said in her
statement “the verdict re-
vealed the brazen and mur-
derous intent of extremist
figures on an unelected gov-
ernment with no democratic 1
mandate”. She even charged
the Yunus regime by saying
that the Islamic extremists'
inside the present admin-
istration including;figures
from Hizbut Tahir seek to
undermine Bangladesh’s

strong tradition of a secular °

government.”

Monday’s development
took place, less than three
monthsbefore the scheduled
general elections in Ban-
gladesh in February 2026.
Though the exact date, will
be announced by the Elec-
tion Commission shortly, the
interim Government chief-
announced on Thursday last
both the general elections .
and the referendum on the
July charterwouldtake place
on the same day in Febru-
ary. All the political parties
excluding the banned Awami
League are inthe thick ofthe
election battle as this verdict
was announced on Monday
afternoon.

The security situation
was tense during the day as
Awami League called for a
lock down in Dhaka and the
areas surrounding the Court.
Army pickets were stationed
in all important points of
the nation’s capital. There
were sporadic explosions
and bomb attacks. Hasina
has been active in the last
few weeks and as sources
indicate that the Awami
League supporters including
the leaders who were earlier
hiding, are coming out to
participate in demonstra-
tions and bandhs. It seems
they have decided to show
their strength in public. For
Awami League, after this
verdict, their members will
be facing new attacks and
they will have to meet the
challenge.

As a result, the coming
few weeks are going to be
stormy though the major
political parties like BNP,
Jamaat e Islami, NCP and
others will be'busy in choos-
ing their own candidates and

parties are ranking much be-
low. This has given'a boost

, (to the morale of the Awami

League supporters but at the
same time, the divided anti-
League political parties are
getting frightened and trying
to have a common approach
against any fresh move by
the Awami,League.

While atthe groundlevel
of politics, the situation
in Bangladesh has further
engulfed in turmoil, for

India, especially, the Prime.
Minister Narendra Modi,
the task has become tougher.
This tackling of Sheikh Ha-
.sina’s death penalty yerdict
and allowing her to carry
on her campaigntfrom In-
dian soil, will be the. big-
gest diplomatic challenge
for Narendra Modi. Sheikh
Hasina has been campaign-
ing and issuing statements
against the Yunus ,govern-
ment in recent weeks. This
could not have been possible
without the* tacit support
of the Indian government.
Earlier, a number of times,
the Bangladesh government
had requested India not to
allow Sheikh Hasina to use
Indian soil for her political
actions against the Yunus
govt. But the Modi govern-
ment. has not taken any note
of that. And now the latest
is the statement of Hasina
against the verdict and the
ICT itself.

India can not hand over
Sheikh Hasina to Bangla-
desh at this time, though
.Bangladesh will put maxi-
mum diplomatic pressure
at international level to per-
suade India to hand over
Sheikh Hasina to Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and some
other Muslim nations may
support Bangladesh on this.
India will have to be ready
for that type of international
pressure. For Dr. Yunus,
this is a golden opportunity
to take on his sworn enemy
Sheikh Hasina. He will do
everything to organize the
deportation of Sheikh Hasina
from India. He has political
ambitions though he does
not give that impression in
public. Ifhe succeeds in his
attempt before the general
elections, Dr. Yunus can be
the accepted leader of the
Bangladesh political parties
for the post of President of
the new Government after
the February elections.

India is on a sticky wicket
after Monday’s death penal-
ty verdict on Sheikh Hasina.
Only exceptional diplomatic
dexterity of our Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi can
save India in this situation.
It fully depends on Narendra
Modi how he deals with this
delicate situation keeping
into account India’s best
interests in terms ofnational
security. Next few weeks are .
crucial for Indian diplomacy.
(IPA Service)
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Hasina, India

THE death sentence passed on Bangladesh’s
exiled former prime minister. Sheikh Hasina
and the call from the country’s interim govern-
ment that India should extradite her in order
to carry the judicial process forward are part
of a larger gameplan. The swift response from
India rejecting the call outright was also in the
scheme of things. Bangladesh is in no position
to force India to extradite the seasoned former
premier. It neither has the military mightnor the
diplomatic cloutto press forthe demand. Fact is
also that India will not throw its trusted associ-
ate to the wolves, come what may. Hasina, 78,
represents a movement and a family that won
East Bengal’s people their hard-won freedom
from the Pakistani military yoke and a nation
of their own halfa century ago.

Perceptions are that the exiled Bangladesh
leader is safely positioned in a highly protected
dwelling unitin New Delhi ever since her flight
landed in the capital in August last. Bangla-
desh’s governance, grabbed by leaders of the
student-led anti-Hasina movement and overseen
by Nobel laureate Mohammed Yunus in an ad-
visory capacity, does not have legitimacy. It is
promising elections in February 2026,’but the
process could further drag. It’s here that Sheikh
Hasina is.anchoring her arguments against the
death warrant. It’s here that the: international

stand in support of Bangladesh’s International
" Crimes Tribunal verdict. The verdict, based on
rights violations on students protesting against
Hasina in Dhaka and elsewhere last year, is it-
self seen by the exiled leader as a manipulated
order. The tribunal’s labelling of the security
forces’ action against the stiidents as “a crime
againsthumanity” looks far-fetched. Yunus and
the others'who run the present dispensation in
' Bangladesh have proven in good measure in the
past over a year as to where their loyalties lie.
The present regime is building bridges with
Pakistan and might be willing to dance to
_ Rawalpindi’stunes ifonly to spite India. Yunus’
attempts to court the US —and vice versa - ever
since he assumed political power there, are no
secret. The American political and military es-
tablishments have their interests to promote in
the subcontinent and beyond. President Donald
Trump is unpredictable. Yet, nothing goes to
.show that he can dictate terms with India in
crucial matters of national interest though what
happened during Operation Sindoor was an
exception. The extraordinary situation at that
time demanded so. It is well-known that the
US sought to draw a feeder line to Myanmar
too througlrBangladesh’s facilities. Geopoliti-
cal interests are intertwined also in ways that
Chinais scouting around the region and offering
a helping hand, to Bangladesh while the reds
had already built bridges with the Myanmar
military brass. It’s no small matter that the
‘agencies investigating the Red Fort blast have
also stumbled on some Bangladeshi link to the
Faridabad-based terrorist outfit, which all appar-
ently took orders from the Jaish-e-Mohammed
and by extension from the Pakistani military’s
notorious ISI: Sheikh Hasina was. a guarantee
that the IS! schemes would not work through
Bangladesh against India. That scenario no
longer exists.
Letters to the Editor

(DERT) which is under the
Government of Meghalaya
itself. The publication is
titled “ Training module on
entrepreneurship and soft
skills - Unlocking entrepre-
neurial potential.” The mod-
ule is on how students in
rural areas,beginning at the
secondary level /could be
identified for such potentials,
supported by a revived co-
operative movement. Ifonly
officials in the departments
of Education , Community
& Rural Development, Agri-
culture, Health etc., stopped
working in silos and started
pooling their heads together
by going through the DERT
. publication, we can expect
some synergy. And o fcourse
the Government to fix the
.infrastructural pillar ofunin-

School drop-
outs in rural
Meghalaya

Editor, .
This is in response to
the article captioned, “Ru-
ral School dropouts. What
happens to them? Is there
a way out?” by Toki Blah
(ST Monday November 16,

2025). - .
Among the data high-
lights in the Meghalaya
State/Education Report is
the secondary level of
40% or 22,000 rural school
dropouts. Hasanyone inthe
Government really given a
thoughtto these 22,000 kids?
By now the Government
*should have come out with
the myriad socio-economic

reasons ranging from the
financial toth” sociological
for such dropouts and how
to deal with them, some of
which could turn out to be
an attractive, lot for drug
traffickers .

Toki Blah has insightfully
pointed to the publication by
the Directorate of Educa-
tion Research & Training

terrupted energy and power

supply! Even agricultural,
and livestock activities also

need electricity for lighting

besides using it for motors

mand pumps for water sup-

ply etc.

Further on the myriad
socio - economic reasons of
school dropouts-being the
deep rooted cycle of rural

Meghalaya has always
beert a place where culture
is lived—where music, sto-
rytelling, and artistic ex-
pression shape everyday
identity. In recent years, this
cultural richness has also
been positioned at the heart
of the state’s development
narrative. Festivals such as
the Cherry Blossom Festi-
val, Me GongZTFestival, and
others have drawn national
attention, boosting visibility,
footfall, and tourism revenue.
Their value is undeniable.

The concern arises not
from the festivals themselves,.
but from the government’s
increasing reliance oh them  and robberies tied to drug
as economic engines. The  dependency. Festivals are
idea of a “festival-powered . notthe cause ofthese issues,
economy” may appear attrac- . butthey often create settings
tive in the short term, butits  where, late-night drinking
long-term sustainability—  and unsafe behaviours peak.
and its influence on youth  When the government in-
aspirations—deserves closer  vests heavily in nightlife-
examination. adjacent industries, it risks
,_There is nothing wrong  unintentionally reinforcing
with celebrating culture. But  spaces where: such vulner-
when festivals are actively ® apilities thrive. .
funded, highlighted, and This is not a moral ar-
politically showcased, they  gument against culture or
warrant deeper scrutiny. No  celebration. It is a policy
government should allow a  argument about the respon-
single seasonal industry, es-  sihility ofthe state. Ifpublic
pecially one tied to nightlife  funds are used to promote
and transient consumption, industries that have known
to overshadow broader liveli-  social externalities, then
hood priorities; Meghalaya’s  those costs—on policing,
youth need stable, skill-  public health, and commu-
based, year-round opportu- nity wellbeing—must be
nities—not just temporary, acknowledged. Revenue and
bursts ofemploymentduring  employment alone cannot be
event seasons. the only metrics of success.

As the state shapes its In this context, the state
identity and developmental must be especially care-
priorities, it is important  ful about the industries it
to ask whether this current  chooses to elevate. A festival
trajectory truly reflects the  economy may boost earnings
needs and aspirations ofthe  during peak season, but its
people who call this place long-term impact on social

vendor stalls—lasts only for
a few days. These roles do
not translate into long-term
income or build transferable
skills that youth can rely on
years from now. A state can-
not anchor its development
strategy on opportunities
that vanish the moment the
music stops.

Equally important is the
broader environment that
a festival-centric economy
encourages. Shillong has
long struggled with rising
substance abuseyalcoholism,

home. stability remains deeply un-
What the Government certain.
Claims The Distortion of Youth
In recent years, the Me- Aspirations

ghalaya, government has
increasingly positioned fes-
tivals and cultural events as  tival-centric development
majordrivers of economic narrative is its influence on
growth. Official data high-. youth aspirations. In aregion
lights this emphasis; ih.2024, “where unemployment re-
the state invested about Rs  mains apersistent challenge,
23.5 crore in festivals and  the visibility of an indus-
concerts, reporting a return  try matters. When the gov-
ofRs 133:42 crore in overall  ernment’s most publicised
economic- impact. The ad-  achievementsrevolve around
ministration also cites large-  concerts, celebrity appear-
scale employment during ances, and event calendars,
event periods, with estimates  the message that reaches the
ofover5,500j obs created per  youth is unmistakable: this is
festival day, and claims that  where the opportunities are..
tourism now supports nearly As a result, more youth
50,000 livelihoods across gravitate toward entertain-
the state. ment-related carefers-r:
In sum, the government’s
narrative is dear: cultur-
al festivals, entertainment
events, and tourism-driven
programmes are no-longer
peripheral - they are front-
and-centre in Meghalaya’s
growth story. The discourse
speaks not only of seeing
festivals as celebrations, but
as investments yielding mea-
surable economic returns.
The Economic and Social
Gaps Behind Festival-Led
Growth
" The governments fig-
ures may look impressive—;

One of the deeper con-
sequences ofthe state’s fes-

influencing, nightlife hos-
pitality, event management.
These paths may appear
glamorous, but foi most,,
they do not provide stable,
long-term livelihoods. Even
many established artists in
Meghalaya rely on secondary
jobs to sustain themselves.
This is not a criticism of-
the arts, but a reflection of
the inherent seasonality and
unpredictability of creative
industries. ;

The risk, then, is aspi-
rational mismatch: where

high returns on investment, * state-promoted dreams do .

thousands of.jobs during not align with the realities
event days, and increased ; of the job market. When
tourist footfall. But beneath  expectations outpace actual
the surface lies a structural  opportunities, young people
weakness: festival-based face frustration, financial
employment is temporary instability, and disillusion-
by design. The work created ment. =

during these events—Ilogis- Visibility-driven success
tics, crowd control, catering,  also creates pressure to adopt

poverty is what | witnessed
with my own eyes.: Two
years ago the person who
is the caretaker of my farm
and who also cultivates for
himself in the same farm,
surrendered his entire to-
mato crop to me, before it
could all rot and told me
to even feed the pigs with
:them. The reason being that { )
the price offered by the immediate and long term
middle man didn’t even interventions to alleviate
meet the transport cost. And mpoverty. The reasons could
there was no co-operative D€ landlessness, transport
organization to champion ~and marketing of agricul-
the cause on his behalf. He tural produce and livestock,
fathered nine children and ~ quality of rural schools,
became a grandfather at 38 ; Wellness and health which
from the eldest daughterwho =~ IMPpact on teenage preg-
had dropped out because of Nancy, sociological Teasons
teenage pregnancy. Three of  like responsibility of men
the other daughters have al-, towards their families, re-
ready dropped outofschool,  119ious beliefs that hinder
One ofthem had stayed with ~ PT09ress, opportunities in
my family and was sent to rural tourism, opportuni-

school. She dropped out of ties in agri-industrialization
school because she failed  Valse supply chain efc., The
in most of the subjects. 1 Commission should start by

had tried to-tutor her but first building aa*etfgital file

it was:beyond me because on every, poor rural family
she pitifully didn’t have Which enjoys the BPL and

rule ofnot holding back any
students up,to Class 8. I’'m
sure there must be hundreds
of stories like mine .
Perhaps "the Government
should think of a Commis-
sion to study rural poverty in
Meghalaya and thus capture
an accurate picture from the
ground up before c'oming
up with a report suggesting

. MNREGA schemes. ,
many foundation g? all and Yours etc
had been promoted in her Rudi Warjri’
earlier classes because ofthe Via emaii

artistry, DJing, modelling. .

By DanielNongkynrih

performative lifestyles: tied
to nightlife, social media,
and constant self-promotion.
Young people may feel com-
pelled to “enter the scene”
not out of passion but out of
the beliefthat this is the only.
path to relevance or recogni-
tion. Over time, this narrows
how youth imagine their
futures. Stable and essential
sectors—agriculture, crafts,
entrepreneurship, public ser-
vice, skilled trades—fade

from focus simply because -

they lack glamour or'screen
presence.

For a small state like Me-
ghalaya, this imbalance can
have lasting consequences.
Aresilient economy depends
on diverse ambitions, not on
channelling youth energy
into a single cultural niche,
however exciting it may
appear. .

What About the Other
Livelihood Sectors?
Itis importantto acknowl-

edge that festivals are not
the government’s only area
of investment. Meghalaya
continues to operate>several
livelihood programmes—
rural self-help groups under
MSRLS, entrepreneurship
support through PRIME,
agricultural value-ehain
missions, MGNREGS, and
various small-business initia-
tives. These schemes quietly
sustain thousands of fami-
lies across the state.- They
provide steady, year-round
income and strengthen local
economies,- even if they'do
not receive the same atten-
tion or political branding that
festivals enjoy.

And that is precisely the-

issue: visibility shapes pri-
ority, and priority shapes
aspiration. When the public
narrative is dominated by
concerts, celebrity acts, and
event calendars, these- foun-
dational livelihood, sectors
fade ijito the background.
Young people hear far more,
about headliners and stages
than about opportunities
in agriculture, crafts, !rural
enterprise, or small business
development. Over time,
this distorts expectations
and misguides aspiration—
especially in a state where
unemployment remains high
and clarity of opportunity
matters.

, The deeper concern is
that the sectors which truly
anchor livelihoods—agricul-
ture, micro-enterprise, skills
training, rural industries-—
require sustained invest-
ment, mnstitution-build ing,
and long-term policy con-
sistency. A durable economy
cannot rely on moments;
it,must be rooted in foun-

. dations. For Meghalaya’s

future to be secure and inclu-
sive, development priorities
must reflect this distinction
clearly and consistently.
The Risks of an
Entertainment-Centric
Development Model
Creative industries can
enrich a society, but they

cannot replace the sectors 5

that provide stable, year-
round livelihoods. Across /
India and the.world, festivals
and cultural events thrive
alongside strong economic
foundations—notinplaceof;
them. When governments el-

Importance
of revisiting
cultural
traditions

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, | .wish to express my
heartfelt appreciation for.
the deeply moving and in-
tellectually powerfiil article
by Bhogtoram Mawroh (ST
November 18, 2025). His
writing does more than edu* :
cate - it stirs our conscience.
He rightly reminds us that
identity, ancestry, and cul-
tural memory ‘are hot just
traditions, butthe living soul
of a community.

His clear and courageous
explanation of Ri Kur,,Ri
Raid, Tip Kur Tip Kha, and
the matrilineal foundation

.of Khasi-society comes at

a time when confusion and
misinterpretation are quietly
weakening’cultural roots.
His article, | must say, shines
as a guiding light, calling us
back to wisdom, dignity, and
.the truth of our origins.
What moved me deeply
was his reminder that when

evatea seasonal industry asa .
central pillar ofdevelopment,
they risk creating unrealistic
expectations and fragile eco-
nomic ecosystems.

A festival economy does
not build long-term assets.
It does not createanufac-
turing capacity, strengthen
supply chains, or generate
the skill-intensive jobs—:
teachers, technicians, health-
care'workers, engineers,
agronomists—that hold a
state together. It may draw
tourists for a weekend, but it
does not inherently produce'
the kind of employment that
sustains families throughout
the year.

The gains it generates are
also highly concentrated.
Event firmsj alcohol dis-
tributors, hospitality players,;
influencers and contractors
benefit the most, while the
wider population experi-
ences only temporary spill-
over income. Sustainable
development requires broad,
inclusive growth—not wind-
fallsthat disappear as quickly
as they appear.

There is also a cultural
risk. When a:state repeat-
edly highlights concerts*
celebrity acts-and.social-’

>media-friendly events, it can

unintentionally narrow how
Meghalaya is perceived—
both externally and by its
own youth, It.sends the mes-
sage that visibility matters
more than stability, and that
excitement outweighs 'long-
term skill-building.

Festivals have value. They
energise communities and
showcase local talent. But no
government should allow a
high-visibility, low-stability
sector to overshadow the
foundational livelihoods that
truly sustain its people. A
state’s success is ultimately
measured not by weekend
crowds, but by the stability
and dignity it offers its citi-
zens year-round.'

Conclusion

Meghalaya’s cultural vi-,
brancy is one of its greatest
strengths, and its festivals
have undoubtedly brought
energy, visibility, and pride
to the state. The danger is,
e*not the existence of these
festivals—they enrich our
identity and bring genu-
ine value—but the growing
dependence on them as a
central economic narrative.
A few days of activity can-
not replace the security’that
stable livelihoods, diverse,
opportunities, and year-
round employment provide.
The youth of Meghalaya
deserve more than temporary
jobs :tied to 'events. They
deserve pathways grounded
in skill, reliability, and long-
term growth. .Development
must be measured not by the
crowds a state draws for a
weekend, but by the stability
it offers its people throughout
the year. Festivals can remain
a proud part of who we are,
butthey must complement—
not overshadow—the foun-
dational sectors that sustain
families and strengthen com-
munities.,

If Meghalaya is to build a
future rooted in dignity and
resilience, its development
priorities must reflect the
everyday needs and aspira-
tions of its people, not just
the glamour of its brightest
weekends -

ea community forgets its

lineage and land systems,
it risks becoming direction-
less and"divided; But when

eculture is honoured, society

grows stronger, more confi-
dent, and more united. His
message is inspiring not
only for the Khasi people
but for’every indigenous
community, including ours,
urging us to reflect on our
own foundations.

I sincerely thank Bhog-
toram Mawroh for this
timely, honest, and beauti-
fully written article. It truly
deserves to be read and
reflected upon by all.

Yours etc.,
. Jairaj,
- Via email

Plight of
overworked
nurses in Garo
Hills

Editor,

As aregistered nurse and
research scholar working
closely with nurses in Garo
Hills, 1 have witnessed first-
hand the silent suffering of

A*isrF *6 ar

Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

¢ How the Opposition Can
Wm..!

In my very fertile imagina-
tion, | can see the scene as
clearly as if I were sitting right
there in the front row, sipping
chai and watching the drama
unfold. A grand hall in, the
capital has been booked, dusted,
decorated and prepared with
great solemnity. The opposition
parties have gathered inside
it once again after yet another
electoral defeat. They have
come together With a sense of
purpose that would make even
a wedding planner proud.

They have gathered to do the
impossible.

m They want to work out how
to beat the juggernaut that has
flattened tljemrepeatedly, rolled
over them smoothly and even ,-
reversed for, good measure.
The air is thick with frustration,
hope, ambition and. the smell
of Samosas that have gone cold
while speeches have gone hot.

A senior leader clears his
throat. Itis &long, meaningful,
throat-clearing exercise. All
eyes turnto him. He adjusts his
Shawl with thegravitas ofa Su-
preme Courtjudge and strokes
his chin thoughtfully. Finally,
he speaks in a tone that suggests
the fate ofthe nation depends on
his next words. “Rahul must get
married.”

There is silence. Not the >
silence of agreement. Not the
silence of awe. It is the silence
of hundreds of political minds
trying lo figure out whether
the suggestion came from an
election strategy book or,a
matrimonial column. Someone
at the back begins to whisper,
about possible honeymoon
destinations and whether this
too will require a coalition.

Before anyone can object,
another leader jumps up with
excitement. “And Mamata must"
change her rubber chappals. We
need proper footwear symbol-
ism.” The room nods gravely.
Footwear symbolism suddenly
sounds like an ancient political
science principle they-had all
forgotten to study. One leader
even scribbles the words in his
notebook as if this could be the
breakthrough the nation has
been waiting for. . *o
;. Withthose two brilliant sug-
gestions the hall comes alive.
Ideas begin to.fly like confetti'
atapolitical wedding. Someone
suggests anew slogan. Someone
else wants a new mascot. One
proposes a national argument
competition in which every.'
opposition leader competes to
see who can interrupt-the other
with the mpst passion. Another .
proposes a nationwide fasting -
campaign to gain sympathy. A
third says fasting never works
unless cameras are present. i<

In a far corner, a few lead-
ers have begun snoring gently.
They claim to be meditating.
Their parties proudly explain
that they are uniting their en-
ergies with the universe. One
gentleman snores so loudly the
universe may file a noise pollu- -
tion complaint. '

It is at this, chaotic moment
thatayoung voice rises fromthe
back ofthe hall. Ayoungster in
jeans and a simple kurta. His
‘hand is raised politely as though ..
he is still in school. Everyone:
looks at him with mild irrita-
tion. This is not the moment for
bright ideas from people .who
still believe in logic.

He speaks. “Why not do
what the ruling party is doing?
Put money into the bank ac-
counts of every voter.”

The room freezes. The si-
lence isnow ofa different kind.

my colleagues, the tireless
caregiyers who continuously
give so much ofthemselves.
Burnout here isnotmerely a
concept found intextbooks;
it is a daily reality that not
only drains nurses’ spirits
and jeopardizes the quality-
ofcare that our communities
urgently need. Emotional ex-
haustion, mental fatigue, and
chronic stress impairnurses’
ability to provide attentive
and safe care, increasing the
risk of errors and lowering
patient-satisfaction.

Nurses in this beautiful
but resource-limited region-
face overwhelming patient
loads, inadequate infrastruc-
ture, and chronic staff short-
ages that fall below INC ;.
norms. These challenges re- *
flect deeper.systemic neglect
within the healthcare system.

Chair backs straighten: Shawls
are adjusted. Eyebrows rise like
the stock market after a good
budget speech. Someone drops

: abiscuit. Another catches it put

of habit. ’

An elderly leader blinks
slowly. “But where., will we
get the money?” He, speaks as
though -the youngster has sug-
gested they purchase their own
private island.

m  “The ruling party take's it
from the government coffers,”
the youngster replies calmly,' as
though explaining simple addi-
tion to a group that has never

. passed kindergarten mathemat-

ics. .

A murmur travels across
the room. People nod with the
dawning understanding ofthose

mvho have finally found the Jast

piece ofapuzzle they have been
rotating upside-down foryears.

, Wisdom has descended upon’

the room like sunlight through
dusty windows.

“So,” the youngster contin-
ues in a voice that now sounds
less like a suggestion and more
like a prophecy. “Give every
voter a promissory vote. Not
forten thousand.- Not for twenty
thousand. Promise them a lakh

: each. And tell them they can'

encash it only when we the op-
position Come to power.”

The reaction is immedi-
ate. The hall erupts. -Cheering
bounces off the walls. Leaders
slap one another on the back
so hard that one gentleman’s
shawl falls off. A few leaders
burst into spontaneous dance,
movements that will later be
described as energetic even if
not rhythmic. Hope fills the
room like monsoon rain.

It is the loudest cheer the
opposition has produced in

years, and the sound travels

all the way to the ruling party
headquarters. There, worried
aides wonder what new scheme'
is brewing across town. They

. huddle together like students

before a surprise exam.

Also worried are taxpay-
ers who now.realise that their
hard-earned money, already
stretched thinner than agovern-
ment explanatioii, may soon
be heading directly into the
pockets of every voter in the
country. They imagine opening
their-bank apps one morning,
and seeing their balance drop
faster than their faithin political
promises.And now every party
wants to join the same game;
The legal bribery game; The
who-will-outpromise-whom

, game. The great Indian pectoral

gift festival. Democracy has
rarely felt so entertaining. Or
S0 expensive. Or so wonder-
fully imaginative. In the midst
ofail this excitement, the nation
waits and watches. Will the
opposition win with imagina-
tion or lose with enthusiasm?
Will promissory Votes replace
manifestos? Will footwear sym-
bolism defeat chappal econom-
ics? Will awedding be planned
before the next election?
Nobody knows. But one
thing is certain. If political
parties put as much creativity
into governance as they do into
brainstorming sessions, India
would be the most innovative

.country on earth.

Until then, we the people
will watch this comedy unfold,
popcorn in hand, wondering
what the next brilliant idea
will be...! .

. You can requestfot Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements as a
daily column onyour whaisapp
by sending himyour name and

phone number on bobshanter@

gmail.com . . m ?-

dedicated nurses whose well-
being is being compromised
by unmanageable workloads
and constant challenges. It is
painful to see sonie contem-
plate leaving the profession,
a lossthat would make an al-
ready vulnerable healthcare
system even more fragile.
We cannot afford to over-
look their plight any longer.
Immediate steps must be

taken to improve working

conditions, address staff-
ing gaps, strengthen mental

health support, and acknowl-

edge the essential role nurses
play. These professionals'
deserve-not only our grati-

tude but a meaningful and
tangible change.

I write this with the hope

that shedding light on this

crisis will spark the atten-

tion arid action my fellow

Their emotional strain and mnurses desperately need in

physical fatigue are further  Garo Hills.

intensified by geographic Yours etc.,
isolation and limited support KhusiSangma,
systems. | see many strug- Tura

gling to hold on as pressures
steadily push them toward
the breaking point.

This issue is not just
about numbers or statistics;
it is about human beings,

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times



“The secretofsuccess is constancy
topurpose.™
—Benjamin Disraeli

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LXVNi No. too  SHILLONG, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20,2025

Environment The Last Priority

THE split Supreme Court verdict by a 2:1 majority on
November 18 last to allow post-facto environmental
clearance to infrastructure projects, on the plea that de-
molishing errantstructures would tantamount to “throw-
ing valuable public resources inthe dusthin,” isaslap in
the face ofthe Environmental Protection Act 1986 and
its successive amendments. While Justice BR Gavai and
Justice K Vinod Chandran ruled in favour ofthose who
created infrastructure violating environmentnorms, Jus-
tice Ujjwal Bhuyan’s dissenting voice reminded people
ofthe Delhi smog and its lethal outcomes. The 2017
verdictthat has now been recalled was against allowing
retrospective environment clearances becauise the dan-
gers for such a plea is that the real estate giants will first
build after riding roughshod over environment laws and
later seek condonation via the post-facto environment
clearance route. Knowing how weak the implementa-
tion of all acts and rules are in India, the builders and
construction lobbywould use this to their advantage and
give a wide berth to environmental concerns.

thathadpassedaverdictin2017 againsta central govern-

' clearances. The latestjudgment follows a reviewpetition
moved by a developers’group —Confederation ofReal
Estate Developers of India (Credai), Steel Authority
of India and fee Karnataka Government. Interestingly
review petitions have had less than 0.1 percent success
in the Supreme Court but this one, controversial as it
succeeded in its mission. Naturally the November 18

thatthe 2017 ruling runs counter to Sections 6 arid 25 of
the Environment Protection Act and the Environmental
ImpactAssessmentAct (2006) formulated by the Central
Government These sections prohibit certain industries
and operationsin specific areas and make environmental
clearance mandatory before a project starts. Retrospec-
tive approvals with penalties, no matter how heavy,
only regularises the by-passing of laws. Instances of

times which resulted in deaths and destruction are harsh
reminders of what happens when nature is extracted
beyond a point. That the Supreme Court would place
capital above the environment only goes to show how
the judiciary is increasingly tilted to what pleases the
government o fthe day rather than towards the ecology.
This judgment could have far reaching effects es-
pecially in eco-sensitive, bio-diverse regions such as
- those in India’s North East where attempts are being
made to establish extractive industries such as coal and

down without any plans for eco-restoration. Think East
Jaintia Hills where mines abandoned for decades arc
yet to be reclaimed and restored. The water bodies that
are poisoned are yet to be. detoxified despite studies that
certify thatthe waters are unusable, forests arereservoirs
that sustain the catchmentswhich provide usthe elixir of
life- water. Why is it so difficult for thejudiciary to see
,beyondthe capitalistic lenses? Also hasthe November 18
judgmenttaken cognisant ofthe different regions ofthe
country’and their being located in seismic zones where
any adverse intervention could result in unprecedented
human disasters? India is notjust a country with a single
geography butvastlydifferenttopography. The Supreme
Court order is a gross oversight.

Letters to the Editor

When Justice
Turns Political:

hammad Yunusredirected the
ICT’s mandate toward prose-
cuting Hasina and top officials

Will India Stand
as Refuge or
Arbiter?

Editor,

“When a tribunal meant
to heal a nation becomes the
stage for its deepest political
rupture, can any verdict truly
claim the name ofjustice?’V

Bangladesh confronts this
uncomfortable question as the
International Grimes Tribunal
(ICT) delivers an unprec-
edented death sentence to
formerPrime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, ironically, through a
law she herselfcreated in 2010
to prosecute 1971 war crimi-
nals. The decision has set off
apolitical earthquake not only
in Dhaka but also across the
border-in New Delhi, where
Hasinahas lived in exile since
fleeing the country on August
5,2024.

The crisistraces back to the
student-led movement against
the: reinstated quota system
for government jobs, which
rapidly escalated intothe “July
Uprising.” What began as a
protest against perceived in-
equality spiralled mto nation-
wide dissent against Hasina’s
tightening grip on power.
Reports ofhundreds ofdeaths
duringthe crackdown, internet
shutdowns, and deployment of
security forces using live am-
munition, helicopters, drones,
and alleged arson deeply dam-
aged her legitimacy. When
the army withdrew support,
Hasina’s political empire fi-
nally collapsed.

The interim government
under Nobel laureate Mu-

V <

for “crimes against humanity.”
Its 453-page judgment por-
trays her as the “mastermind”
of lethal repression. Hasina,
inturn denounces the tribunal
as a “rigged, politically moti-
vated charade,” insisting she
never ordered violence against
unarmed protesters.

The political stakes are
high, and not only for Ban-
gladesh. India now sits at
the centre of an international
dilemma. Dhaka has formally
demanded Hasina’s extradi-
tion under the bilateral treaty,
calling it India’s “manda-
tory responsibility” Yet that
same treaty allows India to
refuse extradition if charges
are political in nature. New
Delhi’s cautious response,
emphasising peace, stability,
and constructive engagement,
suggests it sees the verdict as
deeply, political. Returning
Hasina could set a dangerous
precedent ofacknowledging a
politically tainted. trial; keep-
ing her may invite accusations
ofshielding a leader cpnvicted
of crimes against humanity.

This tension exposes a
broader regional question,
what happens when the quest
for justice collides with geo-
political reality? For Bangla-
desh’s interim government,
securing Hasina’s return is

. essential to cementing its le-

gitimacy. For India, handing
over an ally who governed
Bangladesh for 15. years, in-

cluding during periods o f:

strong bilateral cooperation*
risks destabilising the relation-
ship and empowering hardline
forces.

Yet India’s refusal could

In defence of the decibels: Why the Meghalaya Government
must invest in the Cherry Blossom Festival and their ilk

On May 21st, 2025* the
Assam Chief Minister an-
nounced the-“Policy on
Concert Tourism in Assam”
which aimed to position that
State as a premier music and
entertainmenttourism hub to
host large scale concerts and
music festivals. The policy
envisaged the development
of state-of-the-art concert
venues and proposed to sup-
port events with Viability
Gap Funding. That day, a G-
Plus News social media flyer
read - ASsam ready to be the
Concert Capital of India. On
December 8th, 2025, intef-
national rap star Post Malone
will headline a one-night
only concert performance to
flag off the new policy.

In a nation as diverse,
vibrant and culturally ef-
fervescent as ours, it often
takes something as universal
as music to remind us that
we are more than the sum of
iour quotidian anxieties €'the
small, persistent concerns of
everyday life, whether about
work; finances, studies or
social pressures - which can
easily distract us from appre-
ciating the collective strength
and beauty that define our
spirit. Music, by uniting
people across backgrounds
and experiences,'serves as
a powerful antidote to these
everyday burdens by remind-
ing us of our shared joys and
aspirations. It is in this spirit
thata government’s.decision
to invest in a large-scale
music festival deserves not
derision, but decisive apT
plagse. Because - let us be
clear —this is not merely
an expenditure. It is an eco-
nomic multiplier and a devel-
opmental strategy dressed in
sequins and stage lights.

The world has already

discovered the power of
v* music tourism!"

The sceptics may wrinkle
their noses, but the global
evidence is unambiguous.
Woodstock,' the grandfather
of countercultural gather-
ings, was not just a rock
concert ~ it was a socio-
economic phenomenon that
turbocharged New York
,Stats’s..tourism identity and
later inspired decades of
destination branding. Across

By Lamshwa Nongrum

ating lakhs oftourist footfall
to creating direct incomes for
artisans, transporters, home-
stays, cafes, musicians and
micro-entrepreneurs, Hom-
' bill has become not merely
a festival - but an economy.
Other music festivals like
Lollapalooza, Sunburn, NH7
Weekender maiy be privately
run and managed but their
success is also tied to the
non-monetary support of lo-
cal governments in:the host
,destinations.:

Let us ask ourselves
why do people know about
Woodstock or Glastonbury or
Hombill? Because festivals
immortalised those names!
Global recognition derived
from competent event-host-
ing, positions a destination
like Shillong as a leader in
music festivals, attracting
musicians and music tourists
wprldwide. The festivalitself
becomes .an ecosystem that
nurtures musicians, design-
ers, digital goritent-creators,
local artisans, food entre-
preneurs and many startup
ideas; /The spillover-effect
extend beyond the venue
when tourists visit other parts
Of the host region before or
after the event; generating
additional Hourism revenue.
Successful festivals enhance
a destination's image as Vi-

brant, culturally diverse and.

mostimportantly-AS SAFE
(something which cannot be
overstated). The impact of
one major, festival on other
cultural festivals and offbeat
tourist destinations like Ri
Bhoi District, which will be
hosting the first edition ofthe
Shyntor Festival and North
Garo Hills district for the

A-We Festival, can only be .

appreciated intime. Yet, there
can be no denying that, for a
state seeking tourism growth,
a festival is a branding instru-
ment par excellence.

Why government spending
on music festivals makes
economic sense?

Can we dispense with
the misplaced moralism that
music,,; y.outh, .and .festivity
are somehow “unworthy” of
public investment. That argu-

the’Atlantic, Glastonbury isv ment is as atonal as a badly

reputed to add hundreds of
millions of pounds to the
southwest England economy
every-time its gates open.
What begaq as a modest
farm-side fair now sustains
thousands ofjobs and draws
global media attention. And
yes, Glastonbury Festival
had received grants from
UK Government's Culture
Recovery Fund. -
Closer home, Nagaland’s
Hombill Festival stands as
the shining exemplar ofwhat
strategic government spend-
ing can achieve. From gener-

also raise uncomfortable ques-
tions about moral responsi-
bility. 1f New Delhi shelters'
a leader convicted of mass
killings, even if the convic-
tion is contested, what does it
' signal about its commitmentto
human rights? Conversely, if
India extradites Hasina, does it
implicitly legitimise a tribunal
.many view as atool ofpolitical
revenge? >
Bangladesh hurtles toward
the 2026 elections with un-
certainty hanging heavy over
Dhaka. The.region watches as
the fate ofone leader becomes
ma testfor twonations. And so'
we are leftwith a question that
defines this moment:
Isthisjustice seTyed,justice
manipulated,- or justice de-
layed, and how long can India
stand at the crossroads before
choosing a side? .
Yours etc.,
. Krish Marweinj
.Via email

A new caste
system in Tribal
Meghalaya”™

Editor,

I walked into the Cherry
Blossom Festival 2025 hav-
ing purchased a fanpitticket,
believing it,would give me
a good experience without
needing to spend an absurd
amount on the higher-tier
passes, On entering the venue,
| first stepped into the dome
and the smaller stage area
whichwas compact, but lively.
There were colourfiil stalls, a
range of food'outlets, and the
whole space felt organised and
welcoming. For a moment, it
lifted my expectations. If this
smaller area was so well man-

tuned guitar, r- ,
"Music itself is the main
motivator for.'attending fes-
tivals and concerts. Conse-
quently, ticket sales conver-
sions are often the go-to
metric for gauging the suc-
cess or failure of a festival.
Apart from skill-’and capac-
ity-building of local “orange
sector” businesses and entre-
preneurs inthe area, festivals
can bring in other significant
financial benefits to catalyse
local economies. Per-capita
visitor expenditure can be
substantial, with spends ;not

aged, surely the main stage
would be even better.'

But the moment | moved
towards the main venue, ev-
erything’changed.

The' first thing' I noticed
was the chaos. The lines were
long, slow, and unregulated.
\\'hat made it worse was that
the entry and exit; points for
both the general area and the
fanpit were the same. This

; section had the largest crowd,
but surprisingly the weakest
management. It felt unsafe,
and certainly unfair.

To avoid the mess, | took a
detour and walked around the
outskirts of the venue. That
was when | noticed some-
thing that unsettled me even
more: separate entry points
marked “Government Of-
ficials.” Further away, there
was another special passage,
for the.so-called “Backstage
250" pass holders. I had heard
that these backstage passes
were'expensive, and to be fair,
they, seemed to provide what
was promised. But seeing the
clear physical divide between
people based on how much
they could spend or who they
knew, left me with an uncom-
fortable feeling.

When | finally entered the
main stadium, any remaining
hope 1 had disappeared. The
management in the GA and
fanpit areas was shockingly
poor. Crowds were pushed
into tight spaces, facilities were
limited, and basic comfort was
absent. Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment officials who entered
with free passes—just metres
away but wprlds apart—were
offered free food and drinks.
People inthose restricted zones
were relaxed and enjoying
themselves without a worry.

limited to tickets but going
towards food, accommoda-
tion and transportation. A
festival weekend can cause a
Kynrem Falls-esque surge in
demand, independent of any
financial support received
from the Government. For
analysis and in the absence
ofcomprehensive and estab-
lished data, it is posited that
/a micro-entrepreneur with
an annual net-earning of ?3
lakhs generates approxi-
mately 5% of that income
over just two festival days.
This activity directly results
in the creation of additional
man-days that would not
otherwise occur without the
event. While these minute
details may not mean much
to the salaried class', they can
become a Critical difference
in the lives of self-employed
professionals and micro-
entrepreneurs.

Yes, critics also argue that
the leakages are even more
substantial - mainly because
event organisers are forced
to outsource fnajor elements
of the programme to outside
firms. But does that not prove
the solidity of the economies
behinda CherryBlossom? The
issue of leakages, of course,
is a topic for another day;
but perhaps, simply linking
festival funding to MIPP 2024

. guidelinesmightgo a long way
in plugging the; holes.

While avoiding moral
debatesj one fact stands out -
that regions with vibrant cul-
tural events see higher youth
retention and entrepreneur-
ship. State, support may take
the form of a viability gap

- funding to de-risk a particular
project - which ig perhaps,
the major bone of contention
for the Festival’s critics - or
support can take the form
of approvals, permissions;
logistics and security sup-
port to festival organiser by
the local governments ofthe
host destination. The ques-
tion is, if affluent nations,
with their stable economies
and diversified industries,
find such festivals worthy of
state support - financial or
otherwise - why shouldn’t an
emerging tourism-rich region
like ours?

Naturally, organising an
event of this scale is rarely
flawless and issues like noise
pollution, traffic problems,
high ticket prices and leak-
ages all highlight several ar-
eas in need of improvement.
Yet one cannot deny that the
event organisers, with the
Meghalaya Government’s
support, have managed to
drag an obscure Tier-11 town
- legacy flaws, hill-station
problems, et al - and put it
on par, ifnot above, metropo-
lises and Tier-1 towns in India

On the other side, we were
paying almosttriple the normal
price for food inside the venue.
The contrast was painful and
a reminder of a truth we often
ignore: the rich always find
a way to get richer, and the
poor- -no matter how hard
they try, end up paying more
for less.

Pushing my way through
the crowd 1finally reached the
front ofthe fanpitand expected
thingsto getbetter. Instead, the
view fromthe front only made
the divisions clearer. Right

- beside us was a fenced-off
zone labelled “Fanpit+” — an
areareserved forthe expensive
Backstage 250 ticket holders.
Atfirst, | assumed it was sim-
ply another premium section.
But what surprised me was
seeing several high-ranking
government officers comfort-
ably seated inside.

This left me utterly con-
fused. I fthese officials already
had access to an exclusive gov-
emment lounge with free food
and drinks, why were they also
occupying a space meant for
peoplewho paid ahuge amount
for theirtickets? It felt like lines
were being crossed, and not by
accident The more | watched,
the more | felt a growing.
discomfort — not just about
space, but about fairness.

Standing there, pressed
among the fanpit and general
crowd, | felt reduced to the
lowest rung of this unspoken
hierarchy. At'that moment, |
couldn’t help but feel like a
“shudra” - the group pushed
to the bottom. The people
in the regular VIP zones,
looked like the “vaishyas”,
comfortably enjoying better,
facilities but still having to
pay for amenities. Those

and perhaps even South-east

Asia. For that singular reason,

they .deserve my applause

and the Assam Government’s
covetous glances.

Music in Meghalaya has
undergone much of its evo-
lutionary journey - from

‘Church choirs and music
classes in Missionary schools
to fund-raising Rock Concerts
and locality fetes; and from

.college beat contests to music
festivals with only local audi-
ences-withoutmuchgovem-
ment-funding. Yet, because
music continues to serve as
the universal language which
transcends cultural boundar-
ies, jitsrole in driving tourism
demand and enhancing des-
tination appeal has become
ever more pronounced. Given
the transformative impact
that festivals like the Cherry -
Blossom have demonstrated
on tourism economies, a ro-
bust case emerges for active
government intervention.
Put plainly ?5 crore invested
today can generate hundreds
of crores' worth of economic
value and branding the region

*for decades.

We are witnessing the
transformation ofmusic festi-
vals and eopcerts into engines
ofeconomic development and
cultural pride while ensur-
ing sustained prosperity and
international recognition. A
wecent Ernstand Young report
post- the Coldplay concert at
Ahmedabad stated, “...the
organized live event segment
surpassed the %12,000 crore
mark in 2024 and is pro-'
jected to grow at an impres-
sive CAGR of around 19%
eover the next.three years:..”
«Naturally, this motivates other m
cities and towns to get into
the Concert Economy band-
wagon. However, the Assam
Government’s Concert Policy
must serve as outhwake-up
call. By supporting festivals
through targeted funding, the
Government can help regions
fully harness their tourism
potential, ensuring that local
stakeholders benefit and that
Meghalaya’s destinations
remain competitive amidst
growing international .and/
domestic rivalry.

It is hoped, therefore, that
we do not shoot ourselves in
the foot and to potentially,
de-rail our ;long-standing
reputation as India’s Rock
Capital.

m In parting, we are remind-
ed of Bob Dylan’s poetry -

Your old road is rapidl
agin' X '

Please get out ofthe new
one,

Ifyou can't lend 'your
hand

For the times they are a-
changin'

(The writer can be

sreached at ulamshwakitbo-
knongrum@gmail.com)

in the government lounges
resembled the “kshatriyas”,
protected and privileged.
And the Backstage 250 sec-
tion— filled with officers,
their families, and those with
connections, felt like the seat
of the “brahmins”, placed at
the very top even when: they
had already been given more
than enough.

The irony is hard to miss
+ a state with no caste sys-
tem now,watches the Cherry
Blossom Festival create one

“through its own arrangements.
The message was clear: the fes-
tival was not designed for ev-
eryone equally. 1t was built on
layers, determined by money,
influence, and power.

Festivals are supposed to
bring people together. They
are meant to celebrate cul-
ture, community, and joy. But
Cherry Blossom 2025 made
me question whether those
values still stand. The event
may Have been beautiful on
posters, but inside the grounds,
it was a system designed to’'
separate people into layers of
privilege.

| left the festival with a
lesson | didn’t expect to learn:
sometimes the: things that di-
vide us are not ancient tradi-
tions or old prejudices, but
modem decisions made with-
out thinking about fairness.
And unless we speak up, such

divisions will only grow!
n

Name withheld on
request,
Via.email

Acrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
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Bihar elections: A clean
sweep that conies with
many Concerns
By Jagdish Rattanani

There was a time in India
when whatever the election
results, the Election Commis-
sion, of India (ECI) was the
acknowledged winner of the
battle and the chiefprotector
of India’s democratic tradi-
tions. The ECI was initially
tame, then it became a tiger
tihder the Chief Election
Commissioner T N Seshan
and has since kept up its im-
age as a fierce protector and
an independent arbiter of the
one ingredient that is critical
forthe democratic success of
India - the process of elec-
tions. Come election time
and political parties would
test boundaries, but the ECI
would stand up, ensure that
the violations were called out
and indeed increase scrutiny
and oversight so that the pro-
cess was not Only fair but also
seen to be fair. That is how
likely to be seen asthe golden
age that is no more a part of
the Indian electoral process.
The loss carries'implications

prohibition and claims of
improved law& order across
the State,v. '

This standard ex post-
facto reading that builds
on the lines argued by the
incumbents in the election,
reflects some ground reali-
ties but can it convincingly
explain the landslide that
brought 202 ofthe 243 seats
to the NDA alliance, the BJP
in the lead With 89 seats and
Nitish Kumar’sJD (United)
with 85 seats?

The counter argument,
equally valid, .would ask
how a nine-time Chief Min-
ister who has been called
paltu-Ram for his changing
affiliations and criticised
for not being in control or
for being, “hijacked” by
the BJP, can lead a victory
of these proportions. Even
considering the backbone of
BJP’s superior strategy and
resources in the system, this
was an incumbency that has
not particularly seen Bihar

The near-clean sweep by the BJP-led NDA
alliance in the Bihar assembly elections is
also marred by the infirmities that have crept
into the working ofthe ECI. The results
therefore send complex signals to the nation.
They become a cause oflingering doubt. It is
no longerpossiblefor one side to be sworn in
for a new term with due acknowledgement by
the loser, both bowing to the mandate ofthe
people and theirpower to decide the political
futures ofcandidates. -

that are not fully grasped by
an EClI thathas allowed itself
to be drawn into a vortex of
controversies that it needn’t
have. Today, the end.of elec-
tions marks the ,beginning
of a new battle over results,
a slide that should cause
.serious concern to the entire
political system and to the
proud history of a young na-
tion that has successfully run

flourish. The lack ofjobs for
the youth or lack of invest-
ments is the flip side of the
coin that buys voter loyalty
mwith gifts and giveaways,
even if these will mar long
term governance and fiscal
management. Outmigra-
tion for work remains the
bane of Bihar arid mirrors
the lack of opportunities
,built in the. State to provide
areasonable and fair election  decent employment for the
process since independence. masses. Seasonal migra-
The near-clean sweep by ®tion is more predominant
the BJP-led NDA alliance in  in Bihar with 72.8% of the
the Bihar assembly elections * seasonal migrants seen in
is also marred by the infirmi- the Middle Ganga’Plain
ties that have'crept into the ! coming from the State, ac-
working ofthe ECI. The re- cording to a study dating
sults therefore send complex back tO 2019 by the Indian
signals to the nation. They Institute of Population Stud-
become a cause of lingering ies, Mumbai. The reasons:
doubt. Itisno longer possible  poverty.and compulsion,
for one side to be sworn in  unemployment, lahdlessness
for a new term with due ac- ; and lack of food. There is
knowledgement by the loser,, no evidence that historic
both bowing to the mandate -disadvantages of;the State
ofthe people and theirpower have changed dramatically
to decide the political futures . in recent years.
of candidates. They rob the It is equally fair to note_
system of its integrity, of its that there was some disar-
finality in the reading and ray in the ranks of the Op-
the enforcing of the will of position, but:also energy
the people and therefore do seen in the rallies led by
injustice not Onlyto the losers  the Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
but also to the winners and .Tejashwi Yadav, the' Chief
to the political system as a 'Ministerial candidate of

whole. In this reading, the
ECI hasjetvall sides down
by not keeping itself beyond
allegations and suspicions
that now cloud its various
eactions. ; -

In Bihar, too, like has
happened in earlier elections
in Maharashtra and Haryana
for example, the winning side
will have to contend with the
allegations that they romped
home with an umpire whose
role remains hotly contested,
placing the fairness ofthe en-
tire electoral process under a
cloud. Further, the allegations
are more than a case of sour
grapes and have now become
agrowing part ofrecent elec-
tion campaigns and results,
putting Indian democracy at
risk from the very structures
that are meant to protect and
strengthen it.

On the one hand, the plain
numbers from the Bihar 2025
Assembly results reiterate the
overwhelming dominance
of the Narendra Modi-led
BJP machinery and its mas-

tery of alliances, messages;

and imagery. Apart from its
general strengths, a variety
of Bihar-specific reasons are
also being cited, examples
of which are Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s ’so-called

Yours etCpopularity or long service,

the Rs. 10,000 per woman
giveaway to 75 lakh women
in Bihar in the thick of elec-
tion season which almost
certainly made-a difference,

or longer term actions that,

have reportedly won the
hearts of women voters like

the’RJID-Congress-led Ma-
hagathbandhan alliance. The
Vote Adhikaar’awareness
rallies by the Leader of the
Opposition.Rahul Gandhi

, were also noted for the good

responsereceived atthe grass-
roots. Gandhi beganthe ‘right
to vote’ movement in Babu
Jagjivan Ram’s political home
mwfSasaram and covered some
20 districts across Bihar. The
very movement inthe thick of
an electionhighlights the loss
of confidence in the election
commission so that election
after electionjias chipped
away at the moral authority
ofthe ECI in recent years.
The growing crescendo
on the issue of fairness, of
the electoral process cannot
be dismissed easily. An elec-
tion commission that these
days is_defended only by the

' BJP, and otherwise stands

discredited, is a deeper loss

; that cannot be washed away

by the victory celebrations
ofthe BJP or its’allies. What ¢
the winners do not realize
is that they may well have
mvon but they too have been
robbed of the prize because
when the doubts linger, the
victory is but pyrrhic. The
angst this causes among
people and political parties
will’likely play out in some
very complex and challeng-
ing ways in the days ahead.
> (The writer is ajournal-
ist andfaculty member at
SPJIMR. Views are per-
sonal) (Through The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail; editore
thebillionpress.org)
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‘Trying to tear down thepastprohibits
youfrom building upyourfuture.”

—Lil Wayne
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Short-cuts to success

WITH grandmaster Nitish Kumar taking oath as
Chief Minister of Bihar for the tenth time, discus-
sions centre on what makes him so special in the
choppy world ofpolitics. No one expected him orthe
NDA alliance to make a clean sweep ofthe assembly
‘polls this time. In fact, a generational shift in state

politics was anticipated -

with a youthful Tejashwi

Yadav ofthe JDU being cited in opinion polls as the
best CM-face. Many thought Nitish Kumar would
be packing his bags. At age 74, the evergreen Kumar
returns to the CM post with a broad smile on his
face that disarms even his worst rivals. CM-hopeful
Tejashwi Yadav himself breaking his long silence
and wishing Kumar well at this juncture reinforces

such positive vibes.

Allegations of manipulation ofthe electoral ver-
dict, mainly from a disheartened Congress party,
would not stick for long on the CM or the BJP unless
this is proven. The other ground realities that helped
facilitate this massive victory for the NDA cannot
be lost sight of either. The fact that Nitish Kumar’s
party emerged as the largest party in the new assem-
bly, winning four seats more than its associate the
BJP puts the CM at the centre of this victory halo.
Perceptions are that the large turnout of women for
voting in a state, where lakhs ofyouths have moved
to otherstates for work, helped the Nitish-led NDA
immensely. Kumar’s transfer of '10,000 each for
21 lakh women under the Mahila Rozgar Yojana a
month ago was more than what these poor beings
aspired for. Irrespective of whether or not this huge
sum was organised through questionable govern-
ment means, the families of the poor in the state
had reasons to cheer. The CM’s prohibition policy

.had already won him a huge fan-following among
women. Nitish’s “Sadak, Pani” push, ensuring roads
and water for every village, had also enthused women
more than men. For ages, inthe absence ofthese, they
were at the receiving end. However, Bihar as a state
remained poor, a reason why so huge a number of
its population is working in other states as migrant
labour..Nitish Kumar had no panacea for such grave
ills of his state. He compensated those with offers
like Sadak, Pani and doles.

Notably, several recent assembly elections have
shown that crafty politicians wooed the poor masses
with laJlipops, grabbed their votes, and laughed their
way to power. This happened in Karnataka, where the
Congress promised freebies, regular cash transfers*
free gas cylinders, and free travel for women on stte
buses. The Telugu Desam copied these and wrested
power in Andhra Pradesh; and the Congress, again/
in Telangana. Kerala’s LDF government too won a
second term in 2021 by generous, offer of kits and
other incentives to the poor and ordinary'masses.
The BJP governments in the Hindi belt continue to
win votes by whipping up Hindu religious feelings,
as in the erection ofthe Ram Temple. Nitish Kumar
opted to woo the women, rather than whipping up
communal feelings. Both these strategies present
their own problems for the nation.

Letters to the Editor

Who will
protect the

environment?

Editor,

The editorial “Environ-
ment the Last Priority” (ST
November 20, 2025) made
interesting reading. “The en-
vironmentis everything that
isn’t me” - Albert Einstein.
Einstein suggested that the
environment is everything
external to the self— the
vast web of reality beyond
personal identity and un-
derstanding this distinction
is key to grasping our place
in the world. Many legal
experts and environmental-
ists see the Supreme Court’s
November 18 verdict allow-
ing post-facto environmental
clearances as a serious dilu-
tion of the Environmental
‘Protection Act 1986, because
it legitimises violations after
the fact rather than prevent-
ing them.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
dissented strongly, saying
the verdict overlooked the
fundamentals of environ-
mental jurisprudence and
undermined the' precaution-
ary prihciple. The Environ-
mental Protection Act, 1986
isbuilton the precautionary
principle —environmental
harm must be prevented
‘before’ it occurs. Allowing
post-facto clearance means
developers can build first,
ignore norms and then seek
approval later. This erodes
deterrence and emboldens
violators, The,verdicfweak-
ens environmental regula-

"tion. undermines institutional
credibility and risks turning
clearance into a mere for-
,mality< The Shillong Times
«.bluntly called it a “slap'in
the face of the Environ-
mental Protection Act 1986
and rightly .warned that real
estate giants will exploit this
loophole- The editorial cor-
rectly pointed out that the
“judgement could have far
reaching effects especially in
eco-sensitive, bio-diverse re-
gions such asthose in India’s
.Northeast where attempts

Sambha Lamarr was the
first to introduce a liter-
ary festival in Meghalaya.
She called it the Creative
Arts Literature and Music
(CALM) Festival which was
launched in October, 2012.
Sambha toured India exten-
sively trying to woo some
ofthe notable authors of
the time to.visitlShillong
and share their experiences.
She owned a bookshop in
Nongrim Hill? - Bookmark.
It was more than a bookshop.
We had book releases and
discussions and many a quiet
time just browsing at books,
reading them in a quiet cor-
ner much like ‘Borders’ the
once famous bookstore iir
the United States where one
could sit for hours, take out
a fibok, copy stuff and keep
the books back in the racks.
I recall meeting Shobhaa De
in one ofthe CALM festivals.
Chetan Bhagattoo had come
and given a talk once and so
had other notable writers.
Sambha held the CALM
Festin collaboration with the
Government of Meghalaya.

Sadly, Sambha passed
awayin 2016 and the CALM
festival too died a premature
death. It was only in 2020
that the CALM took on a
new avatar in the:form of
the Shillong Litfest. Ifs now.
into its 5th edition and it
has become athriving event
that brings together cere-
bral engagement during the
day with: theatre and music
thrown in, in the evenings
to soothe the tired minds of
authors who have been busy
discussing their, books and
signing copies and also giv-
ing interview galore. These
days the Shillong Litfest is
in the literary festival map of
the country.

It would indeed be a
great tribute to Sambha if
the Shillong LitFest organis-
ers recall her extraordinary
contributions and make a
mention of it in the course of
the celebrations. Yesterday
When | mentioned this to
a young media person for
whom the literary engage-
ments in Shillong as far as
she could recall began only in
2020, she expressed surprise
because she didn’t know
about the CALM festival.

It’s no fault of hers: Life is .

all about moving on. But
Sambha Lamarr’s contribu-
tions merit a mention in the
Shillong LitFest.

Sincc 2012 up to 2015
with a short interregnum’of
four years Shillong is back

in India’s legal system. In
essence the ruling may save
billions;in-infrastructure but

By Patricia Mukhim

hosting the LitFest, now at
the picturesque Ward’s Lake
'‘which looks lovely by'day
and mesmerising by night
:with the coloured lights cast-
ing their beautiful shades
in the lake waters, Thank-
fully this year the Cherry
Blossoms are still blooming
around the lake as if to hon-
ourthe guests at the Literary
Fe'stiyal, Elsewhere in the
city and beyond the Cherry
Blossoms have bloomed and
cheered everyone and packed
up to retire into their green
attire. Cherry Blossoms are
a petulant lot. Theirblossom-
ing is unpredictable. They
sometimes decide to bloom
early and when they are not
cheered they bloom a little
late. Now that the youth of
Meghalaya are learning Japa-
nese, they ought to ask their
Japanese friends how they
tame the Sakura to bloom
with precision during the
summers.

/sSo'muchi about Cherry
Blossoms! Let’s move on to
the 5th edition ofthe Shillong
LitFestwhichisin its second
leg today, the first having
been completed with aplomb
on Thursday. Listening to
author Sanjoy llazarika in
conversation: with literary
agentPreeti Gill on the theme
“River Traveller” one could
actually imagine oneself
swaying on a boat while
traversing the length and
breadth of the Tsangpo and
then the Siang until it be-
comes the Brahmaputra; the
twists and turns at its dif-
ferent reaches beginning in
Tibet. Sanjoy describes with
great flourish what it feels to
witness the large expanse of

. It is on the lower reaches
ofthe Brahmaputra that San-
joy encounteredthe sufferings
ofthose dwelling in the char

My session with Banu
Mushtaqg the incredible writer,
activist, lawyer and Interna-
tional Booker Prize Winner,
2025 brought out the chal-
lenges of women in Muslim

areas (flood plains). They had ®society who are trapped by

no health care facilities and
,Assam then had the high-
est maternal mortality rate
(MMR). Sanjoy, through the,
Centre lor North Hast Stud-
ies and Policy Research (C-
NES) designed the hospital
ships and with the generosity
of well-wishers and funding
partners succeeded in provid-
ing mini hospitals in ships to’;
reach out to the unreached,
particularly. This project is
, now running in collabora-
tion. with the Government of
Assam and has regular staff
to carry out this momentous
initiative. -

The discussion be-
tween Prof Desmong-Khar-
mawphlang andlkagai author'
Frances Miralles was of a
different kind. For a moment
lwas transported to Okinawa
in Japan where we are told
people live to a ripe old age
because they live peaceful
lives free from stress and are
generally happy with life. It
sounds too good to be true
considering ordinary hu-
mans here live stressful lives;
checking their mobile for
every ping and are generally
overworked. When tasked
Miralles what is one way of
countering stress, he said we
should take on only so much
for a day and not attempt to

" do more<¢han' we can. “To

live long you must love your
life and find reason to live'
instead ofbeing pessimistic,”
advised Miralles. He spoke
of time management and
advised that we should pause

territory called Tibet which m and take'a break and not put

spells ‘challenge.” Sanjoy
drew attention to the propen-
sity of humans to tamper with
nature -and build structures
along the river banks; His
narrative gets interesting by
the minute as he speaks ofthe
prospect of actually encoun-
tering pirates somewhere
along the way. Sanjoy’s love
affair with the Brahmaputra
is legendary, and the fact that
he is journeying with award
winning film maker Jahnu
Baruah makes it even more
fascinating. Baruah the film
maker is interested in the
picturesque part of the jour-
ney while Sanjoy the scholar-
academician-joumalist wants
to absorb .every bit of the
descriptive aspects of the
Brahmaputra, Vv

music is notjust rhythm; it is
memory, belonging and com-
fort It lives in our hills and

itrisks hollowing outthe En-" 5 the gentle warmth of our

vironmental Protection Act’s
preventive spirit - turning
environmental clearance into
a post-ad hoc rubber stamp
rather than a safeguard.
LN Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Via email

When Festivals
Become Hope:

are being made to establish y/ A Peop|e’3

extractive industries.”

The implications of the
ruling are that real estate,
mining, steel and infrastruc-

' ture projects facing demoli-

tion now get a legal lifeline.
The risk to the environment
is weak enforcement in India
means projects may bypass
safeguards, worsening pollu-
tion, deforestation and public
health crisis. The verdict
revives earlier government
notification of 2017, 2021
that allowed retrospective
clearances, fundamentally
altering compliance land-,
scapes. m

* From a governance per-
spective, the majority pri-
oritised economic costs'and
public resource preservation.
From an environmental per-
spective, critics argue this m
is short-term pragmatism
at the expense of long-term
sustainability and rule of law.
The splitverdict itself shows
the deep tension between
development imperatives
and environmental protection

Reflection on
Meghalaya’s

Cultural Future

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, I wish to share a heart-
felt reflection on the recent
article tilled ‘In defence of
the decibels: Why the Me-
ghalaya Government must
invest in the Cherry Blossom
Festivaland their ilk authored
Mr. Lamshwa Nongrum (ST
November 20,2025) urging
greater investment in the
Cherry Blossom Festival
and similar cultural events.
My sincere appreciation to
the author for his clear, com-
prehensive and courageous
presentation. | also wish to
thank the Government of
Meghalaya for its ongoing
efforts to promote tourism
and preserve our cultural
soul- often quietly, often
without applause, yet with
sincere commitment.

For us in Meghalaya,

people. During festivals, our
‘towns and villages breathe a
little easier. Small entrepre-
neurs, homestay owners, taxi
drivers, weavers, artisans and
our talented youth see a glim*
mer of hope--hope that their
hard work will be recognised,
that their dreams matter, and
that their homeland has space
for them too.

Across the world, festivals
have healed economies and
uplifted communities. Glas-
tonbury revived Somerset .It
attracts oyer 200,000 visitors
from around the world every
year. The festival has trans-
formed Somerset’s econo-
my, generating hundreds of
crores in tourism revenue
through hotels, food stalls,,
transport and small busi-

' nesses. Many towns around
the venue thrive- mainly
because of this festival. .
Montreux Jazz Festival (
Switzerland) held along the
scenic Lake Geneva, Mon-
treux draws international
families, music lovers, and
cultural tourists. Its calm,
safe atmosphere and diverse
music have turned Montreux
into a global tourist destina-
tion. Hotels, cafes and shops

; too many things on the tablel
of life. But one advice that
really resonated is that today
we humans share informa-
tion but not emotions. That’s
courtesy the little instrument
we cannot live with today.
Also, Miralles’ wise counsel*
-The firstpartofour lives we'
should be students and learn;
the second part we have to be
teachers and guide younger
people is also what empathy
and caring is all about.,

Sam Dalrymple, a typical
historian, brought in different
facets of empire from his
book ‘Shattered Lands.” He
certainly has done phenome-;
nal research about North East
India’s borders with South
East Asia and how geography
defies the idea of nation.

Fringe gave artists a global
stage; Harbin Festival turned
acold city into awonderland,;
and Hornbill became Na-
galand’s pride. These success
stories remind us that culture,
when nurtured with care,
becomes livelihood, ‘dignity
and global identity.

The article compellingly
underscores this truth for
our own home. Yet, peo-
ple’s genuine concerns—
crowding, leakages, waste,
mismanagement—must be
addressed honestly. Festival
benefits must reach local
hands first. No community
should feel left out.

mToday, with Assam, ad-
vancing confidently through
its Concert Tourism Policy,
Meghalaya must awaken with
renewed courage. Let Our
state beconie a synonym for
world-class music, culture,
nature and warmth  a place
that not only attracts global
tourists, but also celebrates
its own people, branding our
villages, markets, forests,
waterfalls and hilltops with
pride .: Meghalaya can and
should grow into a world-
class music and cultural con-
cert centre with local artists
at its heart.

eIf guided with vision,
sincerity; accountability and
deep respect for community

flourishin July, and the city’sm sentiments, festival tourism

cultural tourism bi;and is rec-
ognised worldwide because
ofthis festival.
Oktoberfest lifted Mu-
nich; Coachellatransformed
an empty desert; Edinburgh

can become far more than
an event. It can become a
source of healing, a shared
celebration of who we are,
and a promise to oUr youth
that their future can bloom

patriarchy at every step of
the way. However Banu says
its only incidental that the
charactersin her book, Heart
Lamp with 12 stories picked
from her long list of .stories
are Muslim. The reality isthat
women across this country
continue to be hamstrung by
patriarchal mindsets and often
even women unwittingly be-
come collaborators of patriar-

- chy such as the mother-in-law

who invariably chains the
daughter-in-law. in the guise
of societal norms bondage;
Banu has survived a stabbing
incident arid has been under
attack from fundamentalist
elements for her advocacy
and bold stances. No one de-
serves the Booker more than
thisplucky soul.. More power
to Banu and her ilk.

The session-on Heal the

World with the intrepid writ-
er, one'time journalist and
Jerry Pinto and Neena Verma
on grief, care mental health
and why empathy matters
drew out the best from the
discussants with Jerry liter-
ally meeting up with the
audience to speak to them
personally about why pal-
liative care means a personal
visit to one in suffering and
even offering to cook them
a meal. Jerry was emphatic
that medical care has de-
generated to figures and
machines where a person,is
simply diagnosed and told
to take medicines with no
empathy from doctors. Neena
Verma who lost a young son
at an age where he wasjust at
the verge of launching him-
self professionally and had
won a scholarship to study in
a university abroad, said that
healing .does, not come from
the outside. The capacity to
heal she says has toicome
from within, from deep within
oneself.
m There were other interest-
ing conversations through
the course of the day, one of
which was about the Biates
residing in Saipung, Jaintia
Hills. Sadly the moderator
took it for granted that ev-
eryone knew who the Biates.
are but everyone knows they
are from the Hmar family.
That | felt neede'd some ex-
planation.' ]

Looking forward to more

einteresting conversations in
the next two days.

right here at home.
Yours etc.,
m-Jairaj,
Via email

Emission Testing

Centre

Editor,

Since the Meghalaya State
Pollution Control Board has
decided to discontinue the
emission testing of petrol
and diesel vehicles from its
premises at Lumpvngngad,
Shillong and other similar
facilities;are located at.the
extreme end of the town, it
will be wise to have them
integrated with fuel stations
operated throughout the city.
The same facility is available
in all major cities across the
county where one can easily
get their vehicle emission
tested at fuel stations instead
oftravelling from one corner
of the city to the other for
the same.

With the current state of
traffic that the city faces it
is nothing short of painful
for vehicle owners to drive
around looking for an emis-
sion testing centre. Through
your esteemed daily | would
request the concerned au-
thorities to make it easier by
integrating it with various fuel
stations in the city.

/Y ours etc.,
,» Anubrata Choudhury,
Via email

Articles and .letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the, views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

How Al learns, and
Why It Soihetimes
Gets Things Wrong

v By Abhivarya Kumar

, Have you ever thought
about how ChatGPT is able
to give you the latest fashion
trends; do your assignments
and help mom with a shop-
ping list?. The answer lies in
how; Artificial Intelligence
systems are trained.

The funny thing about
artificial intelligence is it can
write essays, paint pictures,
and beat-world champions at

chess, but ask it to identify a .

blurry turtle, and itmight call
it a rifle. This captures the
essence of Al’s biggest chal-
lenge, it doesn’t comprehend
or know what it is learning.
To understand why that hap-
pens, we first need to see how
it actually “learns.”

AT doesn’t, learn like a
human does, we don’t sit-it
down and explain it some-
thing, neither do we write
something on a board and
teach it that way. Instead,
we feed it data, millions of
examples of something we
want itto recognize. Imagine
teaching a child what a cat
looks like. You’d show lots
ofpictures: fluffy cats, skinny

cats, cats hiding in boxes. .

Over time, the child starts
noticing patterns, pointy ears,
whiskers, tails. Al does the
same thing, but with math. It
learns patterns in the data that
helps it make predictions.
Atthe glowing mathemat-
ical centre of this process is
a complex web of digital
“neurons” called a neural
network. These neurons are

technology,-especially on the
<battlefield in Ukraine, one
can’t help but wonder the
disastrous consequents of
having machines behind the
trigger linger.

The implications .of Al
“guessing-wrong” go far
beyond harmless image rec-
ognition errors." A biased
or poorly trained Al might
upfairly- flag someone as
suspicious, misread satellite
Aimagery, or amplify human
prejudices encoded in its
H data. That’s why researchers
;.emphasize that Al is only as
good as the data it’s trained
on, and this data is never
perfect.'

So, how can we make
Al better at recognizing
things, and stop it from
repeating mistakes like the
perceptron?

The answer lies in bet-
ter data, transparency, and
feedback. ,. 1 -

First, Al models.heed di-
- verse and balanced datasets.
" Ifall your “cat” photos come
from one environment,.like a
sunny room then the Al will
struggle with cats in darker
settings or outdoors.- By
showing the model-a wider
variety of examples, it can
learn more general patterns
that actually reflect reality,
iiot just quirks imthe data.
While this may be great in
theory, however in practice
a recent analysis published
by MIT, Al models’ data,
requirements may be outpac-

The Al doesn *treally understand what
it’s looking at, it only matches patterns.

I fan image has similar shapes or
colors to what it saw before, it can get
confused. Show it apicture ofa dog
wearing sunglasses.and it might

confidently declare its apanda. This .
isntthe Al being stupid, it5just
following its training data very literally.

inspired by the human brain;
each neuron makes tiny cal-
culations and passes them on
to others. Together, they build
a sort of decision-making
system. When you show the
Al an image, it doesn’t see
a cat the way you do, it just
detects patterns in pixel col-
ors and shapes and decides
that these patterns “look like
what 1’ve seen in other cat
pictures.”

* Now you may ask, why

does this complex decision- ¢

making system made up of
neurons inspired by the hu-
man brain still mess up?

Well, the answer is sim-
ple.
The Al doesn’t really un-
derstand what it’s looking at,
it only matches patterns. Ifan
image has similar shapes or
colors,to what it saw before,
it’can get confused. Show it
a picture of a dog wearing
sunglasses,'and it might con-
fidently declare it’s a panda.
Thisisn’tthe Al Being stupid,
it’sjust following its training
data very literally.

Let me show youjust how
dangerous this can be .when
the stakes are high. Back in
the times of World War X,
researchers trained a simple
neural network called a per-
ceptronto detect camouflaged
tanks hidden amongtrees from
aerial pictures, It performed
amazingly well during testing.
But later, they discovered the
“Al” wasn't identifying tanks
at all, it was just distinguish-
ing between photos taken on
sunny days and those taken
on cloudy ones. The training
data had a hidden bias: all
the “tank” photos were taken
in bright light, while the “no
tank” photos were taken in
shade.. The machine hadn’t
learned what the researchers
thought it had -

ffAi can confuse a turtle
"forarifle or misclassifytanks
based on shade then imagine
what could happen when
these same systems are; used
for. military intelligence or
surveillance. In these con*
texts, misidentifying an im-
age could be the difference
between life or death or
identifying a threat correctly
or mistaking a civilian object
for a weapon. With Al being
used increasingly in drone

ing the supply of suitable,

usable data available today.
'AThe median training data-
set contained about 3,300
datapoints in 2020. This
figure grew dramatically to
over 750,000 datapoints in
just the three years that fol-
lowed. Even though the total
data generated is expected,
to hit 180 ZB by the end
of this year, it might not be
enough to feed the growing
, demand.

Second, scientists are
working on something called
Explainable Al (XAl), sys-
tems that can describe why
Al made a particular deci-
sion. Instead of a black box
thatjust says, “this is atank,”

” an explainable Al can tell
you which features in’the

, image made it think that.
This helps humans catch and
correct mistakes faster.

Third, human feedback is
becoming a key part oftrain-
ing. You’ve probably seen
those little pop-ups asking,
“Was this answer helpful?”
or “Click all the images with
traffic lights.” Every, time
you respond, you’re help-
ing an Al model learn from
its errors.

But the question arises,
where does all this data for,
training come from? Compa-
nies source data in two ways,
internally or externally.
Examples of internal data
might include Spotify us-
ing your music history to
generate a list of trending
songs in your area, external
data might be made up of
datasets provided by the
government or research
agencies. There have al:

. ready b.een several reports

of Al companies using
data unethically, so the
search for better, more ac-
curate answers reminds us
to sometimes take a breather
andthink ofthe consequenc-'
es behind the things we do.

So, the next time you
ask ChatGPT to give you .
a good dosa recipe and
it asks you to add sugar
instead of salt, think what
could have gone wrong in
its thinking instead ofjust
calling it stupid.

- (The writer is a 4th Year
B Tech Plaksha University,
Mohali)
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Shillong LitFest Dividends

THE Shillong Literary Literature Festival now into
its 5th year has made significant strides in terms of
the quality ofwriters invited. This time International
-Booker Prize winner Banu Mushtag was not only
present for one session but was also engaged in two
different sessions enlightening the audience about
how she took to writing short stories, the challenges
she faced and how she bravely overcame a fatwa
against her for her writings and advocacy. These
sessions where authors bare their hearts out are very
encouraging for young listeners who are actually the
target audience, and who need to hear these stories
of hope and resilience. The other event for school
and college children was exciting and provided a
platform where the young could understand where
poetry comes from and why verses actually form in
the deepest recesses of the heart and those words
need to be given wings to. .m

The Ward’s Lake wore a festive look and had huge
tourist footfalls. Many who were in Shillong for tour-
ism purposes, heard of the LitFest and'dropped by
only to find that it was an exciting event with music
following the cerebral interactions. What’s good
about the LitFest is also that bookstalls were set up
and people could buy the books by their favourite
eauthors and get them to pen their autographs. Banu
Mushtaq patiently signed books on. the first and
second day. To get abook signed by an International
Booker Prize winiter in itself is a special occasion
for many. Litfests encourage the reading culture
.and that is perhaps the biggest dividend. In a world
driven by byte-sized information and consumers get

newspapers, a literature festival is.atimely reminder
that reading and reflection still pay huge dividends
because the human mind needs these exercises to
remain sharp and responsive.

The Government ofMeghalaya is keen on making
the Shillong Literature Festival.one ofthe best in the
country and the Meghalayan Age Limited (MAL)
team seems geared up for the challenge. Their abil-
ity to work round the clock to ensure that authors
and invitees receive 'the best treatment shows their
commitment. The food and wine stalls around Ward’s
Lake are crowded and serve delectable local cuisines.
Other stalls with souvenirs and other takeaways are
also doing brisk business. What surprises the guests
who were at the LitFest last year and are here this
year, too is, why the bridge across the.lake, remains
out ofbounds for visitors. Their question- why does
it take so long to repair a less than one kilometer
wooden bridge. Hygiene amenities at Ward's Lake
which will now be a venue for different festivals
round the year need urgent upscale. They require
to be models of cleanliness and the talking point of
visitors to the Lake. A good exampleare the toilets at
Jiva VVeg Restaurant, Nongpoh which are exemplary.
Word ofmouth is the biggest advertisement for any
place and the Ward’s Lake needs to become a memo-
rable destination for the LitFest crowd in every aspect
from intellectual and literary discourses to the arts
and culinary delights and finally the rest rooms.

Letters to the Editor

« celebrations blatantly flout
noise regulations, it points
to a worrying reluctance to
enforce existing laws, result-
ing in a systemic failure to
protect public peace.

m\While festivities and cul-

Urgent Concern
Over Rampant
and Systemic
Noise Pollution

in Shillong

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, 1 wish to,draw urgent
attention to,the growing and
deeply troubling issue of
noise pollution caused by
late-night celebrations—nbe it
weddings, birthdays, or other
events—across Shillong. In
recent weeks, some locali-
ties have witnessed a rise in
such disturbances, includ-
ing a recent incident where
a wedding party continued
with loud music and.DJ sets
well past midnight, lasting
until 3 a.m. in a particular
area. Such unchecked high-
decibel noise is not only a
violation of legal norms but
also an outright assault on
the peace, health, and well-
being ofresidents, —r

What is most distressing
is the severe impact these
disturbances have on chil-
dren, seriibr citizens, and
students. At a time when
many students are preparing
for their final examinations,
prolonged late-night noise
robs them of rest, focus,
and a calm environment
essential for their studies.
Likewise, elderly residents
and infants—who are partic-
ularly sensitive to loud and
continuous sound—>bear the’
brunt ofthese violations.

These recurring incidents
raise serious questions: Why
do the Dorbar Shnong, the
Dorbar Dong, and even the
District Administration con-
sistently fail to intervene
in time? When wedding

*tural celebrations are impor-
tant to our-society, they can-
not'override the fundamental
right of citizens to a peaceful
night’s rest. Shillong cannot
aspire to be an education-
ally progressive city if such
persistent disturbances are
ignored in our neighbour-
hoods.

It is worth noting that this
problem of lax enforcement
is not limited to wedding
Celebrations alone; even ma-
jor public events in recent
times have shown a similar
disregard for noise restric-
tions. This recurring pattern
only reinforces 'the urgent
need for .authorities to tal"e

/decisive, consistent action
throughout the year. And we
must ask ourselves a simple
yet crucial question: does the
rule of law truly prevail in
these hills?

I sincerely hope the con-
cerned authorities take im-
mediate”steps to curb these
violations and ensure strict
compliance with established
noise control laws across all
localities. -

Yours etc.,
e P Majaw,
Shillong-1

A horrific

accident

Editor, .

When I first saw the video
of the gruesome accident
that took place at NEHU
Campus, Shillong that was
circulated on social media |
thought it was Al generated.

Perseverance and Passion

These days, the moment
one reaches for the newspa-.
per (hard copy or electronic-
paper), or opens the YouTube
channel of an online-based
news portal, the following
reactions or emojis are ro-
botically generated.

Cynical; sad;\ oh, ok;
not again; seriously! And
the worst: the question, for
how long innocent lives of
women and children (arid
good men too) are going to
be sacrificed at the altar of
ideology, power, or simply
just to prove a point? Most
readers tend to head straight
to the inspirational Sports
and/or dopamine-enabled
Entertainment pages. If the
mood is happy, then perhaps
they go back and try the Op-
Ed page.,

ForYouTube fans, it feels
rather hopeful to watch the
interviews of the (finally)
World Champions’ Indian
Women’s National Cricket
Team (especially, the captain

Harmanpreet Kaur and the .

latest national crush Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and Harleen
Goel). To experience good/
bad feeling, best is to watch
the latest BBC Sport analy-
sis of an Arsenal -FC and/
or Liverpool FC football
match, or maybe the antics'
and histrionics of an atten-
tion-seeking and monetising
celebrity Orworse, some re-
venge scrolling ofalgorithm-
controlled reels'and shorts
on the “smart” phone and
experience dopamine rushes
to the head.
And life goes on; -

* However, now and then,
come -stories of hope, per-
severance and passion.
Batskhem Thabah, a former
teacher at Raibah Govern-
ment Lower Primary School,
deep in the Mawsynram
area is a case study ofhow a
teacher can motivate,others
to uplift a dilapidated 75 year
old school building. Another
story is of Shemphanglin
Khardewsaw, a teacher at
Byrki Government'Lower

Primary School," about 49 .

kms from Nongstoin, cov-

ered in the Highland Post, the .

‘Khasinewspaper UNongsain
Hima and Youtube-based
hews portals. ‘

And recently, the release
of a book of Khasi poems,
Umpohliew - Ka Jingshem-
phang (Spring of Wisdom)
by Sbunbha Kharumnuid,
published) by Martin Lu-
ther Christian University,
(MLCU) Press is worth cogi-
tating on. Sbunbha was born
in Laitkyrhong village and
resides in the beautiful Lait-
lum village, Nongkrem area.
Unlike most street vendors'

The.intensity with which the
vehicle hit the two girls was
such that it gave the chills to
anyone who saw it. If only
this was the work oftechnol-
ogy. However tragically, it
was but a fellow human be-
ing who was in an inebriated
condition ran his vehicle on
the two girls on that fateful
evening. The law must take
its course and the man behind
the wheel must pe punished
and put behind bars. 1cannot
begin to imagine the condi-
tion of the girls who have
suffered this tragedy for no
fault of theirs.

Accident is normally un-
derstood as an event or a
situation that takes place by
chance andunintentionally
butthis time the accident was
one inflicted by an adult who
was fully aware ofhis condi-
tion and a man who knows
well that he was breaking
the law. This .tragic incident
cannot be disrriissed as a
mere accident because driv-
ing under the influence of
alcohol is neither unforeseen
nor-unintentional. The man
has violated the law and he
knowingly endangers not
only his Own life but the
lives gf.every pedestrian and
fellow drivers around him.
The driver must be severely
punished. Thej ustice system
is expected-to ensure that
such blatant negligence is
nottreated lightly, especially
when the victims are still bat-
tling for survival.

No words can adequate-
ly describe the anguish of
the family members of the
two.girls. One moment their
daughter? were walking with-

min what should have been
the safety of a university,
campus; the next, they were
being rushed to the hospital

By Dominick Dauni RoisingRymbai

and hawkers, and from what
one can remember, Sbunbha
has been ,selling vegetables
and Khasi traditional or-'
ganic high-tea snacks for
ages, at the same location.
The address is just outside.
.a shop with a popcorn ma-
chine, in Laitumkhrah Beat
House. In partnership with
her husband, she perseveres
to feed, clothe and send their
children to school. Then,
to find time for herself: a
woman with a beating heart
of feelings, an observant eye
and a thinking mind crafts
out verses that arise deep
inside her consciousness.
In the processes of life, she
has a passion; something
most of us need in this mad,
mad world of individualism,
consumerism, materialism
and the sprint/marathon for
“success”. Sbunbha’s life and
works are an inspiration. To
reach outtoa general reader-
ship, an original Khasi plus
a good English translation
of the poetry; book of this
simple village woman is a
must. Perhaps something like
the children’s' story-book,
“The Mystery of the Cave ™.
Or the good English transla-
tion of our Poet Laureate
SosO Tham’s Ki Sngi Barim
U Hynniewtrep (The Old
Days of the Hynniewtrep
Community) by Janet Moore
liujon. The aforementioned
both are publications of the
MLCU Press.

Caves, theubiquitous,
natural formations in the
indigenous lands ofthe Hyn-
niewtrep people, as well
as wide occurrences in our
folklores are now well docu-
mented. We should follow-up
on the works of the self-
trained renowned speleolo-
gist and novelist, Brian Daly
Kharpran, the founder of
'"Meghalaya Adventurers As-
sociation. Kharpran has also
been mentioned in tlie Prime
Minister’s Mann Ki Baat
programme. -

There is. a, genuine per-'
manent outsider-settler of
Shillong city :named:'Paplu
Chanda. He also happens to
be a Bengali gentleman and
a Person with Disabilities
(PWDs). Almost every single
day from the early morning
mehours onwards, he isaregular
sight just opposite the gates
of Nazareth Hospital, Lai-
tumkhrah. He does not beg,
borrow or steal; or even wait
for government assistance.
He chooses to work for his
livelihood, i.e., sell newspa-
pers. of prominent languages
of Shillong city. Interestingly,
his spoken Khasi has minimal

with, injuries that no parent'
should ever have to witness.
It is even more painful for
them to come to terms with
the fact that their daughters
did nothing wrong but simply
became victims of someone
else’s irresponsibility. The
parents’ emotional suffering
is immeasurable

As the two young girls
continue to fight- for their
lives in critical condition,
we pray, for their recovery
though the traum<> of this

.accident will be beyond the

visible injuries. They may
need months or even years
of treatment and counsel-
ling. Their dreams, routines,
and aspirations have been
abruptly interrupted by one
thoughtless act of another
person. What was once a
normal evening for them has
now become a defining mo-
ment they never asked for.
This incidentis areminder
that irresponsible behaviour
on the.road can change lives
in an instant. There is a need
for Stricter enforcement of
drunk-driving laws, account-.
ability for offenders, and a
collective societal intolerance
towards such recklessness.
While the accident demands
empathy for the girls who are
battling for their lives the law
must be rigorous arid it must
act as a deterrent so that such
tragedies do not repeat in the
future.
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Bangladesh
drifts towards

fundamentalism

Editor,
The editorial “Hasina, In-
dia” (sT November 19,2025)

or zero influence ofhis moth-
er tongue. Like most street-
smart small business owners,
he can converse in over 10
dialects tod languages. Paplu
is a perfect pick-me-up for
someone who feels down and
a lessonfor the arrogant. The
sight of Paplu working hard
smilingly, uplifts or humbles
one automatically. <
« Another story is of the
genuine permanent outsider--
settler of Shillong city, the
Sindhi philanthropist-entre-
preneur Jiwat “Babloo” Vas-
wani. Unlike most ethnicities
of India, thenon-Muslim
Sindhi community may find
amention in our National An-
them but have no homeland
to call their own. Jiwat and
his family and community
call these verdant'hills their
home. He happens to have a
deep- passion for our natural
environment. In the pre-
COVID lockdown days and
perhaps even till date, being
a non-indigenOus business-
man) he faces(d) his share of
trolling and nasty remarks
from the internet khlawaits
(keyboard warriors). Today,
what speaks for him are his
philanthropic works featured
on social media platforms.
And also his latest recogni-
tion from the progressive
Hynniewtrep community
' (Dorbar Shnong) ofNongrim
Hills, Shillong. In general,
conversations among the
indigenous aam aadmi in
public transport that mention
him, usually-run thus, “U
Bah Babloo Vaswani, u deiu
briew ba bha shisha (Jiwat/
Babloo Vaswani is truly a
good man)”.

For any indigenous tribal
of Meghalaya, is it difficult
to forget the inspirational and
motivational non-indigenous
teachers of our schools and
colleges? They happen(ed) to
be Anglo Hynhiewtrep/A chik
Indians, Assamese, Ben-
gali, Hindi-speakers-, Kan-

nada (usually Mangalorean.

Catholics), Malayali, Nepali,
Tamil, Teliigu-speakers and,
even from .the trading (vya-
pari) community ofMarwari,
Punjabi Sikhs and other eth-
nicities.

There are quite a few sto-
ries out there, of inspirational
people, building Hope while

-mlso making an honest living.:

We need to hear and read,
more of such good human
beings from the Garo Hills
too. Why should it only be
about Chief Ministers from
. Garo Hills lasting a full-term
of five years? Or say, the
latest young, dynamic and
rooted in ground realities Ada

made interesting reading, A
death sentence from Ban-
gladesh International Crime
Tribunal has made Sheikh
Hasina’s return to Dhaka im-
possible for now and with the
Awami League banned from
political activity, the field
is left open to Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Jamaat-e-1slami Bangladesh.
Under the interim chief Mu-
hammad Yunus, Dhaka has
drifted closer to Islamabad
since August 2024 with the
fundamentalist groups em-
boldened. Deep Haider-the
author of ’Inshallah Bangla-
desh’ on Bangladesh ‘s drift
from 1971arguesthat Jamaat
is becoming the de facto sys-
tem in Dhaka, reversing the,
secular ideals of 1971. .

The Bangladesh National
Party is widely expected
to come to power in 2026.
Haider warns India must
hope for a “new BNP,” since
the 2001 BNP-Jamaat coali-
tion period saw massacres
of Hindus and widespread
violence. The judicial com-
missions documented atroci-.
ties, including villages where
womenwere raped repeatedly
in a single, night. India fears
a repeat, of the BNP-Jamaat
era, which was hostile to
Indian interests- The authpr
of ‘InsljaUah Bangladesh’
stresses that while India must
do business with whoever
comes to power given the fact
remains that BNP’s historic
stance has notbeen pro-India.
The rise of Jamaat repre-
sents a strategic and security
challenge for India,’ beyond
electoral politics.

For nearly 15 years*
Sheikh Hasina’s government
acted as a firewall against
ISI influence in Bangladesh.
She cracked down on cross-

Conrad Sangma, on his way
to be the first CM to complete
two full-terms of consecutive
ml10 years? Or how the A’chik
people are politically very
intelligent as compared to the
Hynniewtrep people?

Hope: the last value/vice
that came out ofthe Pandora’s
Box of Greek mythology;
hope for a better future for
our Gen Z and Gen Alpha,'in
our one single Mother Earth
(Mei/Bei Ram-ew). Yes, the
physical land is always there
and is dear to most indigenous
communities: What matters
most are the human beings
living on it. We should thank
heaven and humanity for
good people in our midst.
Else, like the heavy metal
album of Megadeth of 1992,
we can all startthe countdown
to extinction with a symphony
of destruction. And end up
extinct like the dinosaurs, nth-
XL in size but tiny-brained
with enormous volumes of
burps and farts. ,
v There are published sci-
entific works that claim that
about 65 million years ago,
burps and farts of dinosaurs
contributed to global warm-
ing and eventually their ex-
tinction. The exhaled gas of
Carbon Dioxide is a Green-
HouseGas or GI1G, responsi-
ble for depletion ofthe Ozone
layer of our atmosphere. Try
watching the Jurassic, Park
and Jurassic World movies,
the first oiie released in 1993
and the latest onein 2025.

Well, being in a Christian-
majority state, maybe, just
maybe, we can: all say our
last prayers and look forward
to the Wrath, of God, all fire
and brimstones and, end up
like the.Biblical Sodom:and
GomorTah. It may-be noted
that most Indians do not have
the means and mind-setto mi-
grate to the English-speaking
developed countries of the
world; no matter what the
Taapsee Pannu character did,
with help from the Shaft Rukh
Khan character, in the Bol-
lywood film Dunki (2023).
Nor join-up with the tech
billionaires,in their quest'to
colonise the latest “Scramble
for Africa” ofthe planet Mars
and Space.

- Weall owe a debt of grati-
tude to the editors and the on-
ground print and electronic
mediajournalists for bringing
stories of hope, perseverance
and passion to the regular'
readers and watchers.

Living on, on aray ofhppe
iand a wing of prayer. '

(Disclaimer: Views'ex-
pressed are strictlypersonal.
Email: dauni. roising(5jgmail.
com)

border insurgent camps, kept
Dhaka aligned with Delhi’s
security concerns. Her pres-
ence meant Pakistan’s intel-
ligence networks had limited
room to manoeuvre through
Bangladesh. .Now with Ha-
sina out of Dhaka and Awami
League banned, the political
field is now open to the BNP
an'd Jamaat-e-Islami who
have been historically close
to Islamabad. Jamaat’s re-
surgence, coupled with open
calls for Hindu- genocide,
signals a fundamentalist tilt.
This creates fertile ground for
ISI to re-establish networks,
whether through; political
patronage, madrassa funding
or-covert logistics. ,
The implications for In-
dia are that the 4000 Kms
India-Bangladesh borders,
could again become porous
for insurgent groups in the
Northeast. Violence agamst
Hindus in Bangladesh weak-
ens India’s moral leverage
and creates refugee pressures.
Dhaka drifting,towards Is-
lamabad undermines India’s
eastern flank, complicating
its Bay of Bengal Strategy.
The, core takeaway is that
Hasina's absence removes
a strategic guarantee. India
now faces a dual; challenge
- Hard security- preventing
ISI-backed networks from
re-entering Bangladesh, Soft
power—rebuilding civic trust
and pluralist narrativesiri the
region are needed to counter
fundamentalist drift.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

-Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that bf
The Shillong Times
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NDA has successfully exploited insecurity
over SIR in Bihar Assembly Polls ¢

INDIA Bloc has to introspect
while fighting for fair elections
By Nilotpal Basil

The Bihar assembly
election is a watershed in
the electoral history of our
country. Conducted against
the backdrop of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) an-.

the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC). The BJP-JD(U)
government initiated the
Mukhyamantri Mahila Roj-
gar Yojana, just before the
elections were announced,

nounced on June 25, it laid «crediting Rs. 10,000 each to

oilt anew set ofground rules
for adult franchise.
-The:debates in the Con-
stituent Assembly, which
framed the Constitution, had
envisaged a democracy which
was to be ‘by the people,-for
the people and ofthe people'.
Electoral democracy was its
cornerstone. It was premised
on the legacy ofthe freedom
struggle which underpinned

the role of the citizen as ;

its bedrock. Evgry Indian
citizen was to have one vote,
regardless of caste, creed,
language, culture and origin.
In order to hold the arrange-
ment together, the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
was empowered as a truly.,
powerful and independent
constitutional entity.

The ECI was supposed to
enable the citizens in decid-
ing the future of the Indian
democracy and its political
system, by providing for two
simple principles. Firstly, the '
electoral rolls will be drawn

over one crore women. This
large-scale direct benefit,
in which Rs. 14,000 crores
were immediately disbursed
was too close to the election ;
and failed to insulate vot-'
ers’ choice from this act of.
a new kind of. ‘state clien-
telism’. This was distinctly
different from the past when
poor voters were clients
of individual parties, and
candidates dictating overall
political choice.

Apart from this, free
power for up to' 125 units,
the tripling of social security
pensions, and the-creation
of one crore jobs, were also
promises made by the ruling
alliance. Of course, such
commitments were contrary
to what Prim'S Minister Modi
had been saying about ‘revdi’
politics and its impact on the
future economic situation.
Already, questions are heing
raised about redrawing the
MCC to include areasonable
gap between such announce-

up by the machinery of the 1 mentsand the actual holding

ECI itself without leaving
it to the whims and fancies
of political parties or gov-
ernments; Therefore, it was
incumbent on the ECI for the
publication of the final elec-
toral rolls and the individual
citizen was not burdened
with it. Secondly,-though it
was implied that Indian citi-
zens would be appearing in
the electoral roll as voters, the
ECI was kept out of the task |

of elections. It is clear that
such efforts actually diverted
attention away from the
long-term wellbeing of the
people, but aimed to shore
up public perception, par-
ticularly, among those who '
were most distressed.

! The election results have
shown; that paradoxically,
while number of women
voters have gone down, they
have voted in comparatively

ofdetermining citizenship. If mmuch larger numbers and

any controversy arose, itwas -

to be resolved in consultation
with the Home Ministry.
For the first time, the SIR

with more decisive impact
on the final outcome. This
trend had been emerging
even earlier but, combined

in Bihar deviated from these 1with SIRtand the absence of

two basics. The SIR pre-
sumed that the voters would
have to ensure thejr entry into
the electoral roll by filling up
an application form and even'r
if there was no controversy,
they would have to produce’
documents as prescribed
by the ECI for eligibility to
vote. This also interlinked
the second principle as the
documents prescribed by the
ECI uncannily; resembled
the requirements of a Na-
tional Register of Citizenship
(NRC), as was envisaged by
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA).

By this, the entire contro-
versy over citizenship which
had exploded earlier and
remained stalled because of

arelatively biggernumber of*
male migrant workers, ithas
been further amplified. The
disconnect from the' actual
issues Ofdevelopment'is all
the more evident, that despite
Bihar lagging’behind most "
ofthe major Indian states in
terms of wage, income, em-
ployment, education, health
and other social indicators,
the corporate media in order;
to explain the results and the
major victory of the ruling
alliance was asserting that
this was due to the record
of development-of Nitish
Kumar’s government.:

'. The fact remains that the
ruling alliance had consoli-
dated the caste-communal
impact accentuated by the

vexed questions, was be- ‘msense of insecurity gener-

ing re-enacted through the
backdoor. This le.d to huge
protests in Bihar and the de-
bate raged acrossthe country. .
The principal problem was
that there was no single docu-
ment officially recognised for
citizenship. The proposed
SIRwas implicitly rekindling ,
the trauma over Partition. On
close questioning, the ECI
was denying the connection
between citizenship and the
finalisation of electoral rolls.
But. in effect, the changed
focus was all too evident.
Therefore, sometime into
the exercise, it became ap-
parent that this was not an
exercise to rectify errors of
the electoral rolls; but one
of mass exclusion and dis-
enfranchisement. The draft
electoral rolls and its final m
form has further intensi-
fied the controversy and the

reduction in the number of |

voters is all too evident. The
Constitutional underpinnings
ofthe SIR process are yet to
be clinched by the Supreme
Court. It is obvious that the

ated by the SIR in large; sec-
tions of the people who are
distressed and vulnerable.
The so called ‘vote manage-
ment’, a feature attributed to
Amit Shah, has led to deci-
mation of small parties and .
independent candidates, and
the vote they got Completely
gravitating towards the rul-
ing alliance. Some of the
smaller parties, though not
making a major impact in
terms of seats; but their per-
centage votes have adversely
impacted the opposition.
The high-profile campaign
of I'rashant Kishore’s Jan
Suraaj Party, or even the
AIMIM in Seemanchal, are
cases in point.

Everything said and done,
there is also much to intro-
spect for the parties aligned
with the INDIA Bloc. While
there is no doubt that there
were several issues which
affected the lives and liveli-
hoods ofthe people, the op-
position failed to galvanize
the public opinion on them,
to ensure that the ruling alli-

process led to a great deal of 1ance could be pushed back.

trauma among a large section
of the voters. In Bihar, with
a high proportion of migrant
workers and the extremely .
shorttime available, this was
bound to happen. The elec-
toral rolls also saw a major
increase in the proportion
of women voters deleted,
as also of those belonging
to minority religions in the
border districts.

Along with the SIR, the
obvious question about the
role of the ECI also raised
fmajor concerns. The conduct
of the ECI made it amply
clear that apart from inepti- ,
tude and lack oftransparency,
there was a clear bias to
benefitthe ruling party. This
was evident in the manner
in which the ECI monitored

There are several 'factors
which need to be studied
more deeply and addressed
collectively. The Left par-
ties, including* the CPI(M),
had worked tirelessly and
had received .substantial
votes. But that has not been
translated into the number of
their Assemhly represents
tion. The future lies in the
re-dedication to invigorat-

.ing people’s struggles on

issues that they, face and the
relentless political campaign
against the Hindutva-corpo-
rate invasion with official
complicity and the Overall
neo-fascist ways. The battle
for a fair electoral system
and a just democracy de-
mands such .a consistent
struggle. (IPA Service)



Alr travel may go supersonic

n experimental supersonic
aircraft called the X-59 took
to the skies for the first time
in October.

The plane lifted off from Skunk
Works, the famed research and
development facility in California
owned by aerospace giant Lockheed
Martin. It cruised for about an hour,
before landing at Edwards Air Force
Base 85 miles (136km) away.

Nasa's X-59 is designed to test .

technology for quiet supersonic
flight. In the US, loud sonic booms
led to a five-decade ban on non-
military supersonic aircraft flying
over land.

The ban was lifted this,year by
the US president Donald Trump,
via an executive order. In the UK,,
supersonic flight over land needs:
to be specifically approved by the
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA),
which functions independently of
government.

The X-59 aims to turn sonic
booms into a quieter "sonic thump™.
So ifthis proves possible, how likely
is it that we will see areturn to com-
mercial supersonic air travel - not
seen since the Concorde passenger
jet was retired in 2003? Beginning in
the 1950s, the race to achieve com-
mercial supersonic travel was along
and technically challenging one.

Teams from the UK and France,
consisting of the companies British
Aircraft Corporation and Aerospa-
tiale, the TJS (Boeing) and the Soyiet
Union (Tupolev) worked on three
aircraft to.meet this challenge.

Out of these three competing de-
signs only two: Concorde (UK and
France) ;and the Tupolev TUr144
(Soviet Union) produced prototype
aircraft and follow-on planes that
entered commercial bperation.

In the US, Jhe Boeing 2707 air-
craft would have carried between
250-300 passengers, three times that
of Concorde, and would have done
so at a higher cruise speed. How-
ever, rising costs, uncertainty about
the market for flights and concerns
about noise led to the cancellation of
the American plane in 1971.

The Soviet TU-144 took to the
skies first, on December 31, 1968,
while Concorde's first flight took
place in March 1969. The service
life of the TU-144 was relatively
short, however, lasting from 1975

By Pt Ajai Bhambi
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Moon semi-sextile Sun on your solar return chart and it will bring amazing
benefits. You needto exercise some control overyour dominating nature: Oth-
erwise,yourworkcangetstruck.Yourfinancia!positionisgoingtobestrong.; v
And favorable conditions will be created in business and trade. You will also
undertake b major expansion in your business. Money inflow b? continuous
; butdo notlend money to anyone. Decisions related to property matters will be ,
* inyourfavor. You willundertake lot ofbusiness-related trips. Those who arein
politics ormedia will'too do. well. Your name and fame will nse. s

V- i "t ' This week for you'

Aries : (March 21;~April 20) It is going to be an amazing week for you. Your,
(destiny will have something good in store for you.: Planets are®
favoring you a lot: Good.news related to- progress will be all?
N, /*t ./ -around. You will be getting good job'offers. You canalso start '
. 'a new business venture in collaboration or partnership. Good "
financial gains are indicated. You will also make plans to buya.'
. newvehicle or property. Your life will be on righttrack; Peace and" | n
harmony will prevail in family ties. Students will focus on their,. )
, goals. Concentrationwill be high. You will also have plansto get
, married. You will also get involved in religion, rituals, spirituality;:
etc. You will make best use of your.abilities and potential. And
..

. will getpraise foryour deals.;.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) It is going to be a very favorable week for you. You
: Wl be financially rewarded for-your efforts.The placements
of planets will strengthen the way for fate betterment. You will;

m ; ’have more,opportunities t5 rise in your work. You will be able

to complete it for a long time. You will be blessed with good
health, and your spirits will be high. Enemies andopponentswill
1 . try to dominate but they will not be able to succeed intiarming:
- you or spoil your work. There will be an increase in respect and
. recognition in society. People will respectand acknowledge you

' as an influential person. A feeling of spirituality and inclination ,
towards religious work and offering will flare in the heart.,There

o will be joy and cheer in family relations.

, C

,

’

Gemini I(May 22- June 21) You will have to face challenges at every step.
But you will prove equal as the task. Financial stfuggles andf ;
adjustments will continue. Money will come, in after putting in
a lot of effort. Take proper care of your.health. You will defeat;
your enemies with courage, wisdom and cleverness. Yourwork
will start getting completed. You may sign some agreements
. to bring an element of newness into your work. Jhe results o f.
‘lob-relatedtests,departmentaltests,competitivetestswil!favour
you. You will use this (rick in.your family. Your family members _
will support you in the most demanding circumstances. You-
.will enjoy a good time with them. Loved ones will come closer * .

- >] toeach other.

opportunities and there are chances of progress in yourjob/

to 1983.

It initially carried mail, in prepa-
ration for passenger services which
began in November 1977. However,
safety incidents and concern about
the economic viability of the plane
led to these flights werfe cancelled
in June 1978. ]

Once passenger"flights had been
discontinued, the then-Soviet airline
Aeroflot operated an japdated vari-
ant, called the TU-144D, on freight-
only services.

The. withdrawal from service of
the TU-144 left Concorde as the only
operating commercial supersonic
passenger aircraft.

As the standard bearer for su-
personic travel, Concorde carried
passengers from London and Paris
to destinations such as New York,

W ashington, Rio de Janeiro and.

Mexico City. But its routes were
limited by the US ban on non-
military supersonic aircraft flying
over land.

. The plane operated successfully
until July 2000, when Air France
flight 4590 crashed shortly after
take-off, killing 109 passengers and
four, people on the ground. Flights by
both British Airways and Air France
were suspended after the crash,
returning only in November 2001.
But a lack of confidence and other

‘Star - Gazing’
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factors led to the retirement from
service of Concorde in 2003.

But within 13 years of the with-
drawal of Concorde there was fresh
impetus for supersonic travel. In
2016,< Nasa launched the Quiet
Supersonic Technology (Quesst)
project.

The aim of Quesst is to investi-
gate aircraft designs which would
reduce the sonic boom typically as-
sociated with supersonic flight. The
centrepiece of the Quesst project is

.the,X-59 an experimental aircraft

built by Lockheed'Martin at its
experimental Skunk Works site in
California.

Flying experiment

The X-59 has been designed,
manufactured and flown to test both
the theories and assumptions relat-
ing to low boom technology and to
demonstrate that such an aircraft can
operate over land without causing
disruption on the ground.

The aircraft will act as a flying
experiment, collecting data from its
test flights which will be dissemi-
nated within the aerospace commu-
nity. This will support current efforts
by the companies Boom Supersonic
and Spike Aerospace, both,of which
are proposing their own supersonic
aircraft.
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n continuous There arechances ofpromotions injob/work. But
hard work and diligence must be put into completion of tasks;

- Placements of Jupiter wilihelp in children’s edugation and ca-

« reer. New romantic relations leading to marriage are indicated.
There will be an increase in your respect honour/reputation
,,and prestige. The relationship between husband and -wife will.

>be cordial.-Take special care of food and drink etc. Auspicious
functions will take

(September23.-. October 23)'It;is a .great time to'fulfill your dreams.’

. ?<m:4 Conditions at work will be good. You will get opportunities to

rise, in your life. You will also’face.challenges at every step

with confidence. You will work very hard and put in lot of effort

into business. You will-maintain a perfect balance between

your personal and professional life. Youwill start taking your

m  relationship seriously. You will also listen to views of others.

i ; ‘There willbe an increase in your fame and self-respect Keep

an eye on your mood. Everyone will appreciate your kindness
and politeness at work. _ n v o,

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)You will see a major improvementin your
fortunes. Youreffortswillalsostartgettingdueresults. Theclouds
of crisiswill also dissipate. You will work very hard and get good

results too. Money will come in large amounts. You will have
monetary gains. In case of romantic ties, situations are turning

- -
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.in your favor. The results of tests given for'a job, competitive
exams and interviews will alsofavor you a lot,You will-continue
to work.on your duties without-bothering criticisms.

Sagittarius': (November 23- December 21) Itis agreattime for you. Yourfortunes
willrise sky high. Your boss and superiors will be..satisfied with
yourwork. Your colleagues will also help you inyour work. You
will reap nnpnetary benefits.'Student?. will focus on studies,
.Students who are pursuing career-oriented courses.will get

msuccess. -You will spend time on entertainment, amusement
and fun. Your spouse/partner will.keep you happy: You will

« also get the blessings and guidance of a saint ora holy man.

G Your relatives will stand by you in your difficult times. You will
get support of your family ipembers. You will deal with difficult
situations.with patience and good sense. ,

l:apnoorn i (Decen*ber- 22 - January 20} You will be feqling a lot better and will
;- spend quality time with-your closed ones. You will be flexible
V. in your-outlook and will win confidence and support of your
family members: You will .work selflessly-and expand your
circle of friends. You will be able to. convince your officers
with your intelligence and ,hard work everybody will admire

= your intelligence and capability. Do yoga and meditation. It
will enhance your memory and make you feel good. You will
get a chance to meet an influential person which will open the

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) It is a vety favorable time. You will receive financial - o doors of progress for you: So, you should grab this opportunity

with both hands. ;

- work. You will take your work seriously and receive handsome- Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) You will make a new beginning inyour life.

~ ' rewards for it. You will use your capabilities and capacitiesto . y
theirfullest. You will also receive good news regarding progress "
ofyourchildren. Yourrespectanddignitywillincrease. Yourgood

deeds and acts will spread like wildfire. You wjilalso'take initial -
stepsinthe expansion of yourwork. And achieve maximum level
of success'. Your colleagues will help you in yoyf work You will ;
receiveblessingsfromyourelders. ReI|g|ousact|V|t|eSW|IIkeep
you involved. Money Inflow will be continuous, . ; -

-V 1./\

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) You will be having lot of opportunities. You will rise
-fast in your work field. You will also have monetary gains and
profits with the help of your intelligence and work potential.
You will make a lot of money. There are chances of promotion i
or increment in your job. You will enjoy wonderful bonding
with your mate. You will also receive good news related to the
education, career or marriage of your child. You will take care
of elders. Love birds will have a wonderful time. You may do .
oM. some deed because of which your fame and populanty will

o spread far and wide.

Virao: (August 24 - September 22) It is going to be a week full of aceomplish-

. ments. Ifwetalkaboutfate,itisayeryfavorabletimeforyou.
you will take suitable and.important decisions iri’ business..
Many new policies will be implemented; Money inflow will be .

- >
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Youwillworkveryhardinyourbusiness. Therewillbeopportuni-
ties to rise in your professional work too. You will make effort
.to remove the obstacles in family relationships. There will be
, good bonding between husband and wife. Your enemies and
foes will be active. Youwill be busy with spiritual, religious and
- special,work. You will be successful in trading and commission
work. Your work:wi|l get completed with the’ blessings of God.;
Be vigilant about your diet, exercise, walking etc. Auspicious

! functions will take place in your house,

Pisces: (February 19- March 20) You will face challenges withease. And baskin
. glory ofyourachievements. Your health will be much better, and
you will remain busywith yourwork. Youwill fulfill your objectives
at work. Your colleagues will be jealous of youf but it will not
stop you trom making progress. You will be able to increase
your earnings. You will also work towards your objective with
total dedication.1You will give preference to your career over
your love life. You will feel that even in adverse circumstances

' your entire family will be standing with you. Marital relations

will be pleasant.- Keep a watch on the health of elders and
seniors in the family. Disputes regarding division of property

" will get resolved with patience and tact. It will make everyone
, happy and satisfied. . . -

So how does the X-59 achieve
this? The short answer is in its
configuration. The aircraft design
has been reached after detailed de-
sign work both through extensive
computer simulations and through

the use of a wind tunnel test pro-'

gramme.

e The final configuration which

has been reached in effect reshapes
the shockwaves produced during
esupersonic flight, changing.the as-
sociated boom to a quieter sound. As
a result, however, the X-59 does not

eresemble any conventional aircraft;

flying today.

The unusual design of the X-59
prevents the shock waves generated
at supersonic speed from merging
(which would produce the loud
boom). m

The long, thin tapered nose and
other features of the aircraft will
mitigate against this by produc-
ing a "quieter" boom. This nose,
resembling a spear, means that the
cockpit for the pilot is located al-
most halfway down the length of
the aircraft. , 1

Its location means .that a conven-

tional cockpit window, as seen on’
is not possible; Conse- ;

all aircraft,'
quently, a number of high-resolution
cameras and monitors allow the pilot
to fly the aircraft and see what is

IBBMi
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The X-59 aims to

turn sonic booms into a
quieter "sonic thump". So
this proves possible, how

likely is it that we will see

a return to commercial

supersonic air travel - not

seen since the Concorde

passenger jet was retired
In 2003P Beginning in the

1950s, the race to achieve

commercial supersonic
travel was a long and

technically challenging one

going on outside.

volume and number of aircraft re-

The X-59 will provide™ useful /quired. The economics will need to

flight data on supersonic boom
mitigation, which could be applied
to future aircraft.

But even when boom mitigation
has- been addressed, there are still a
number of challenges which need
to be overcome in order for a new
generation of supersonic aircraft to
enter service.

A clear and well.developed busi- -

ness case will be. needed, taking
into account the potential customer

be worked out; such as how much the
aircraft costs to operate, its fuel costs
and the price of maintenance.
There will also be environmental
issues to consider, such as the fuel
efficiency of new propulsion sys-
tems that can operate for long times
under supersonic conditions:  =v..
If these challenges can't be over-
come, the rebirth of commercial
supersonic travel might remain a
distant dream. (The Conversation).

Is racism more acceptable in UK?

ritish Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has called on Nigel
Farage to address allegations

ofracism in Reform (JK, and antise-

mitic and xenophobic comments and.

bullying allegedly made by Farage '

while he was at school. Farage has
denied the accusations. ;I'5 - ks
A few weeks before the allega-

tions about Farage emerged, Reform ;

MP Sarah Pochin was accused of
racism after saying that it "drives me
mad when 1see adverts full ofblack
people, full of Asian people".

Farage said while Pochin's com-
ments were "ugly”, they did. not
amount to racism,'explaining: "If 1
thought that the-intention behind it
was racist, | would have taken a lot
more action than | have to date. And
that is because | dont.” This reaction
suggests that, to some extent, it is
still a taboo to'be seen as racist. But
is this taboo losing its strength? As
scholars of the social psychology of
racism, we think so.-

In arecent interview, health sec-
retary Wes Streeting noted that ris-

PS;; Aimm- !
</u* Z

do not offer openly derogatory de-.
scriptions of migrants, such as that
they are sexual deviants, lazy, or are
inferior to the resident population.
However, some high-profile figures
and their supports are, arguably, in-
creasingly comfortable doing so.’

In 2011, scholar Frank Reeves
examined political discourse about,'

;race in the House of Commons in,

ing racism faced by NHS staff was" the context of the 1962 Common-

similar to the "ugly"” racism of the
1970s and 80s in the UK.

Streeting made the worrying
claim it had.now become "socially
acceptable to be racist". Hate crime
statistics and other'reports support
this idea and suggest; racism is
widespread. Quotes in news reports
have echoed the idea that the present
climate is reminiscent of overt and
violent racism of the resent past.

Social psychologists have shown
that people generally do no.t;want
to come across as prejudiced. Aca-
demic Michael Billig describes this
as the "norm against prejudice”..

The overtness of racism and its
social acceptability are intertwined.
Subtle or hidden racism, by its na-
ture, is hard to call out and easy to
deny, so in effect becomes socially
acceptable in many situations. Overt
racism,,on the other hand, breaches
common understandings t norms -
that racism is wrong.

Anti-immigration

. Much research has shown'how
talk about restricting migration is
regularly argued to be prejudiced or
racist. Historically, calls for restrict-
ing migrants,’in the UK at least,
have been about .excluding ethnic
and racial outgroups like Jews,
black and brown people or eastern
Europeans.

However, because of the norm
against prejudice, people typically

wealth Immigrants Act. His research
showed how MPs would frame calls
for stricter migration in terms'of
problematic race relations between,
black and "resident" or white popu-
lations, instead ©f saying anything
about the supposed superiority of
white people.

Similar findings are noted across
parliaments in the UK, Australia and
Europe, where immigration controls
are routinely argued for and justified
in_terms that do:not make racism
epr|C|t A :

But the current situation suggests
this is changing. Anti-migrant pro-
tests and demonstrations in the UK
show that migrants and refugees are

.being directly demonised, often from
,aracist; religous or ethno-nationalist

viewpoint. This has included calls to
deport asylum seekers and migrants,
irrespective of their legal status
in the UK, and demonising Islam
and cultures that are allegedly not
"British".

Weakening norms

In the last few months, overt anti-
migrant racism targeting non-white
people has become public around the
world, as seen in the riots and racist
attacks in Ireland, Australia and the
Netherlands. In the UK, attacks on
mosques and migrant properties are
not unheard of.

In September 2025, the UK saw
its largest ever far-right march, the

. "Unite the Kingd'om"

'ié:

rally. Several
of the speakers openly called for the
removal of migrants or foreigners
min the UK, and to transform it into a
Christian nation. Such claims could
readily be seen as racist.

;  But for many others on the march,
the norm against prejudice appeared
to be iri; operation.- When inter-
viewed, people largely gave specific
reasons for why they had attended
these protests or, to them, why it
was okay (and perhaps necessary)
to protest; - ., - — m

Racism as a political tool

Accusations of racism are still
taboo and treated as unfair labelling.
But psychology professor Kevin Du-,
rrheim and colleagues have shown

-how the norm against prejudice is

weakening in rightwing populist.
spaces. . mEH ;.

The researchers illustrated this
point with a comment from a sup-
porter of .F.arage during the UKIP
years: "l see uncontrolled immigra-
tion when | look around. If that
makes me racist then so be it. | live
in a'predominantly racist country
(many people share my view) so be
it. If you want, to call me-a racist
then go aheady but please don’t try
to tell me up is down and down is
up." Other research shows that radi-

, cal right politicians sometimes deal

with accusations that,they are racist'
by embracing it and using it to pres-
ent themselves-and their supporters
as targets.

It is not a precondition for,the rise
of the far right that norms, against
prejudice are weakened, but it does
make it harder to challenge. Ifit is
no longer a problem to, be viewed
as prejudiced, then intimidating
marginalised others and calling for
deportations becomes easier. (The
Conversation)



ver eaten while doom-
scrolling and realised
you barely tasted any-

brain.
At the same time, hor-
mones such as leptin and

thing? Or found your favgholecystokinin are released”

rite pasta strangely bland’
after a stressful meeting, yet
somehow delicious on a re-
laxed Saturday evening?

We often think taste comes

creating a feeling of satiety
that slowly builds over the :
course Ofa meal. al
When we’re distracted,
we may miss this delicate

from ingredients and cooking ®mhormonal conversation. A

techniques. But taste isn’t
just on the plate. Our emo-
tions, expectations - even the
people sitting with us - can
shape how food tastes.' o

This mintl-food connec-
tion sits at the heart of gas-
trophysics, a field that studies
how our senses, brain and
mental states shape our eating
experience. m

Once we know how this
works, we can start using,
simple psychological shifts'
to make everyday meals taste
richer, brighter and more
satisfying, without changing
a single ingredient.
; Mindful eating means
paying attention to each bite;
noticing flavours, textures,
aromas and the sensations in
our body as we eat.
. But most of us don’t' eat
like this. We eat while scroll-

ing, replying to messages."”

or watching Netflix in the
background. '
' Ourattention gets divided,

.our senses dull and we go into -

«“autopilot” mode. -V

;' We chew quickly, swallow
“automatically and miss the
' subtle flavours and signals
' from our body telling us we
are full. We'also lose touch
.with our body’s hunger cues,
which makes overeating
more likely.

. » Normally, rising levels
"of the “hunger hormone”
ghrelin and gentle stomach
contractions alert us it’s time
to eat. But distraction makes
those messages easier to
ignore..

2011 study found that people,
whoplayed a computer game
during lunch felt less full
afterwards, remembered less
abouttheir meal and snacked
mmore later. -

Distraction also weakens
the. memory of eating - and
when the brain forgets food,*-
itwill seek more food sooner.
Appetite, therefore, isn’tjust
about biology. It’s shaped by
our attention and memory
too..

Slowing down, on the
other hand, improves our sen-
sory awareness. Suddenly, a
tomato isn’tjust “tomato-y”,
it becomes sweet yet tangy,
juicy yet firm.

Chocolate doesn’t just ) !

“taste nice”*it melts slowly, ~brain was suppressing.
bitter at fifst, then rich and These effects may be
velvety. Mindfulness acts likes linked to physiological

murning up the volume on our ~ changes, as anxiety can in-
taste buds. fluence autonomic nervous

system activity and hormone

watched the horror movie
even drank more-juice than
the others - possibly trying

Mood as a flavour

enhancer tion and consumption. ,

Negative emotions such
as stress, anxiety and frustra-
tion can dull our sensitivity
to pleasant flavours. .When .
we’re -tense, our body pr|- good chemicals such as do-
oritises survival,, not enjoy pamine and serotonin, and
ment. food tastes better. Think of

Stress®hormones narrow <how amazing your favou-
our attention, and pleasure- * rite food tastes when you’re
based functions such as fla-' laughing with friends or eat-
vour appreciation getpushed  ing at a festival.
aside. So if dinner suddenly

That’s why food can taste tastes “off”, the recipe might
flat when we’re upset. be fine, your,nervous system

In one experiment, pub- / may just be in a different
lished in 2021, 'participants state.
who watched a horror movie* Next time you’ve had a

and socially connected, the
opposite happens.

m Essentially; our body also felt more anxious and rated heavy day, try pausing for

has a:sophisticated system

to tell us to stop. As we eat, Bwho watched a comedy' or

our stomach stretches, send-

ing “fullness” signals to the « 1 The participants, who

juice as less sweet than those * five minutes before eating.
Play soft music, take a few

deep breaths, or eat with

documentary film.
someone who makes you feel

Cry for justice gets louder...

(Contd from P-1) It urged the Meghalaya government to take immediate steps to ensure

that the probe is completed,

The HYC said it stands united in griefand indignation as it remembers the local residents
who lost their lives in the incident. The organisation described the act as “senseless” and

“inhumane,”

noting that it remains an open wound for the community.

The HYC reiterated its demand that Meghalaya and Assam governments ensure a transpar-
ent and independent investigation, make the findings public, and prosecute those responsible.
It stressed the need for sincere and sustained efforts to resolve the boundary issue.

As it marked the anniversary, the HYC reaffirmed its solidarity with the people of Muk-
roh and renewed its commitment to pursuing justice. It urged leaders and institutions to act
swiftly and justly, stating that justice and peace must prevail.

Cement firms warn freight hike...

(Contd from P-1) The cement manufacturers also revealed that plants were forced to scale
down production,accumulate unsold inventory and absorb significant financial losses, while
builders and retailers across the state faced reduced availability of cement.
¢ Although the strike was called off on November 11 following government intervention,
the industry has warned that subsequent demands by trucker associations could have severe
long-term economic repercussions.

* According to them, during post-strike discussions, associations reportedly demanded that
the prevailing freight rate be revised upwards from Rs 7 per tonne-kilometre to Rs 9 per
tonne-kilometre for both cement and clinker.

:The association termed this an “uneconomic demand”, noting that companies are already

paying approximately 35 per cent above the broader market rate to nearly 80 association-
;linked trucks operating daily from Lumshnong. .

. The manufacturers also.provided a comparative analysis of the Lumshnong-Bymihat

route.

According to them, while general market rates for this route hover around Rs 1,000 per
MT, association-linked vehicles are already paid significantly higher at approximately Rs
1,370 per MT. They said if the proposed rate of Rs 9 per tonne-kilometre is implemented,
the? cost would climb beyond Rs 1,700 per MT—a rise the industry says is not supported by

any market-driven rationale.

r

The manufacturers argued that such a hike would push effective freight charges to nearly
70 per cent higher than what non-association truckers charge for similar distances, thereby
rendering logistics costs uncompetitive and difficult to sustain.

The memorandum also included representations from more than 100 cementldealers
across Meghalaya, many of whom expressed concern that an increase of this scale would
immediately raise retail prices, impacting individual homebuilders” contractors and public

works projects.

The association highlighted that as MCTODA is an owners’ association, the benefits of
a higher rate would be limited to a small group oftruck owners, while the wider population
would be forced to bear the cost through higher construction prices. \

On the regulatory front, the manufacturers referred to provisions of the Motor Vehicles
Act, suggesting that the government’s authority to fix or revise freight rates is limited.

m They cautioned that any move to formally notify the Rs 9 per tonne-kilometre rate would

require careful legal examinatioaand could face challenges if found inconsistent with statu-

tory limits.

' The industry has requested the government to take steps to prevent prolonged dlsruptlons
on key transport corridors and to facilitate structured dialogue for all stakeholders, rather

than allowiiig future stoppages to dictate market terms.

[ Mawlynnong to close for...

(Contd from P-3) shops, stalls and public toilets will remain shut on Sundays.
In its notification, the Dorbar said the decision followed long and careful deliberation.
It explained that Sundays in Mawlynnong are devoted to religious services, with most
mresidents attending church for much of the day. Because of this, villagers are unable to
extend services or hospitality to visitors, which has often caused inconvenience, especially

to elderly tourists.

The Dorbar noted that such situations risk creating dissatisfaction and potentially harming*

the village’s reputation™ prompting the need for a clear policy.

The Dorbar clarified that tourists who are already staying in guest houses or homestays
during the week and extend their stay until Sunday will not be affected by the closure, and
, visitors who wish to check in on Sunday nights may still do so.

In both cases, responsibility for hospitality and services will rest entirely with the respec-
tive guest house or homestay owners. The Dorbar Shnong has appealed for the cooperation
ofall concerned as it moves to implement the decision;

to “find” the sweetness their :

levels that affect taste percep-;

relaxed.
Food is what you think

Before we even taste food,
our brain forms predictions
about what it should taste
like. And those expecta-
tions shape what we actually
taste.

' m Visual cues do a lot ofthis

work. We expect red foods to!
be sweet,; green foods to feel

When we feel calm, safe - bitter or sour, and.golden-

crisp foods to crunch.
The sound of a crisp bite

« Our brain releases feel- - sends a signal to the-brain

that the food is fresh and
satisfying. *-

Presentation matters too.
Fancy ,plating isn’t just for,-
Instagram. It changes taste
perception.

Ina 2024 study, the shape,
size,, and colour of the'plate
shifted how appealing a des-
sert looked.

... The features of the plate
also affected how much peo--
pie thought it was worth,
and even how modern or
traditional it felt.

' Black plates made des- -

serts seem more premium and
exciting, while white plates

made them feel more familiar
and understated.
Even the weight of cut-

lery changes our experience..

Heavier cutlery gives,the
impression that the food is
premium.

Our sense of smell is
- another factor.-

When people had their
noses blocked with nose clips
for an experiment, a kweet
drink tasted?less intense and
less satisfying, showing how
aroma shapes the full flavour
experience; This is exactly
why food- feels bland when
we have a cold or a blocked

nose.
Nm'm mi-*m .
So what does all this mean
for your next nieal? ¢

It means you have more
power than.you think. Try
eating something you. love
from a nice plate. Notice the
colours. -

We don’t have to wait for
a chef’s touch. With aTittle
psychology, we can make
everyday meals more satis-

» fying and enjoyable. (The

Conversation) =

India a pioneer in living
donor liver transplantation

T-'Y Torld-class infra-
A /Y | structure, unique

T Y surgical expertise,
and robust regulation have
driven the number of liver
donor liver transplantation
(LDLT) in India, said experts
here on Saturday.

The experts were speaking

at the Annual Conference of
The ;Liver Transplantation
Society of India (LTSICON
2025)- held from November
2\) to 23, in the national
capital. '
, According to data from
the Global Observatory on
Organ Donation and Trans-
plantation (GODT) and the
National Organ and Tis-
sue Transplant Organization
(NQTTO), India performed
around 5,000 liver trans-
plants in 2024.

The country has more than
200 active diver, transplant
centres across the country. <
m “India’s liver transplant
ecosystem represents the
perfect harmony between
science, ethics, and human-
ity.,Every success story here
is the result of rigorous pro-
tocols, a transparent donor

Modern crimes no...

(Contd from P-3) to prevent fund movement. :
. He stated that in some instances, innocent individuals suffer when their accounts are

incorrectly frozen, disrupting their livelihoods. .
Justice Thangkhiew expressed hope that the.training would enable judicial officers to
better understand'emerging cybercrime trends and the evolving role of courts in handling,

such cases.

_7 .

It may be mentioned that the programme, lield in collaboration with the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (14C) under the Ministry of Home Affairs, featured technical sessions
;aimed at strengthening the justice system's response to technology-enabled offences,

i Nisheeth Dixit, Advocate and Cyber Law Consultant, delivered detailed sessions on JTiey never realised they would travel this far, but they said
- ‘Cybercrime and Cyber Laws’and the appreciation, admISSIblllty and handllng ofelectronic « now they have learnt along the way. They have also |nducted

. evidence.

Onthe otherhand, Deepak Kumar, Senior Cyber Intelllgence and Forensws Expertat14C,:

presented an overview of the 14C framework, its services and latest trends.

*m

Fisheries min calls...

H e
(Contd from P-3) protection of aquatic ecosystems.

It may be mentioned that the event, which focused on sustainable fisheries, livelihood

promotion and ecological conservation, was attended by fish farmers, officials and stake- *

holders.

17-day expo gets under way...

(Contd from P-3) extensive selection of stylish and modem furniture, home decor items,
decorative fountains, and carpets, warm Kashmiri winter wear, shoes, sandals, ornaments,
Ayurvedic medicines, a wide range of pickles, and jari buti and much more,” the statement

said.

Another major attraction is the Food Zone, which offers a wide range of delicious dishes,
from authentic Kashmiri cuisine to mcruth-watering Specialities from various regions.

Marcuise links Sardar Patel’s

legacy...

(Contd froni P-3) Addressing the gathering,' he urged the youths to embrace the values of
love, unity, peace and brotherhood, while reminding them thatjust as Sardar Patel shaped
India with courage and conviction, today’s generation carries the respon5|b|I|ty of strength-

ening the nation.

Following the minister’s remarks, West Garo Hills Deputy Commlssmner Vibhor Aggarwal
noted that the march symbolised collective responsibility toward national development.

Highlighting the relevance of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat mission, Aggarwal encouraged
support for local entrepreneurship, citing local LED bulb manufacturing in the district as an
example of grassroots innovation contributing to livelihood'generation.-

He also expressed confidence that promoting similar initiatives would contribute to a

stronger and self-reliant India.

It may be mentioned that the programme commenced at William Point with the ceremonial

garlanding of Sardar Patel’s portrait. ,
The march covered the route from William Point through Hawakhana, Tetengkol, Jeru-

salem, and Babupara, before concluding*at DC Park.

Hundreds ofyouths, government officials, MDC Bernard N. Marak and community lead- *

ers walked together.

On the occasion, participants also took the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Pledge, reaffirming their

commitment to responsible citizenship. »

3-month vigilance awareness...

(Contd from P-3) painting events.
Inter-school and inter-college competitions drew enthusiastic participation from students
macross several institutions. All participants received prizes-and certificates in recognition of

their efforts.

In the school category, Aayan Gurung of Seven Set Higher Secondary School secured
firstplace, followed by Laweihaka Dkhar of BK Bajoria Higher Secondary School in second
and Deepali Chettri of Army Public- School in third, u

In the college category, Jonistar Jyrwa of Synod College took the top position, while
Fabian tyngkaihok Nongkynrih of Shillong Commerce College and Annibasuk Kharbani
ofsynoda College placed second and third respectively.

A special vigilance awareness session conducted by anInspector from the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CB1), Shillong Branch, was among the key highlights of the programme,
the session laid focus on the importance of ethical conduct, preventive vigilance and col-
lective responsibility in building a corruption-free society.

evaluation system, and the
commitment- of multidisci-
,plinary teams who treat every
case like family.

What makes India, truly.

sspecial is notjust the number

of-transplants we perform,
but the values that guide
our process- compassion,
accountability, and excel-
lence,” said Dr. Abhideep.
Chaudhary, President-Elect
of the Liver Transplantation
Society of India (LTS1).
The experts noted that
India'performs the highest
number of living donor liver
transplants annually, setting
new global benchmarks in
terms of success and safety.
Every LDLT conducted
in India now follows a strin-
gent, transparent, and legally
monitored process, ensuring
the safety ofboth donor and

recipient.- .. S

The entire system is gov-,
erned by state and national:
regulatory bodies. Donors

This strict adherence to
protocol has helped India
achieve one of the highest
success rates in the world,
often comparable to and
;sometimes better than many
developed nations.

. Prof. Moh-amed Rela,
President of ILDLT, said
that exceptional surgical skill
with a moral and legal frame-
work that ensures safety for
both donor and recipient :

> “The Indian model of
living.donor liver transplan-

tation has become a gold:

standard for the. world.

As Indiacontinues to lead
through innovation and col-
.laboration, we will keep
sharing our experiences to
enhance global outcomes and
make liver transplantation
accessible and safe for all,”
Rela added.

- LTSICON 2025; serves
‘as a powerful platform for
scientific collaboration and
the exchange of ideas. This

_year’s conference will bring
together more than a thou-
sandlivervtransplant spe-
cialists, hepatologists, and
researcher's from over 20
countrieSi/Z/IA"

are generally close family
'members, and each case is
scrutinised at multiple levels
of medical* psychological,
and ethical evaluation before
approval.

Shillong Chamber Choir
recollects... *

(Contd from P-1) When asked how they balance their hectic m

schedule with having to trayel the-length and breadth of the
country and also manage their families, their answer was:
Family comes first.

Over time, the members of the Shillong Chamber Choir
have professionalised their -functioning. They have ah ad-
ministrative office and someone to manage their operations.:

other younger singers into the group. m

Rishila recalled how, in the past, they never thought
of substitutes. This meant; a member running a fever
and with a sore throat would take a.quick.paracetamol to
bring the fever down and take some throat lozenges to be
able to sing. “That’s how tough it was for us in the initial
days,” she said. -

William narrated how the choir was once invited to

Scotland to sing for just a man and his son.
' “Normally," we would .perform for an audience of
thousands or a few hundred, and we would appear on
stage only when everything was set. But this time; we
were performing in this big auditorium in Scotland and
forjust two people. The son ofthe Scotsman left halfway
through. So, we sang only for the man who invited us here.
Our»visas were done without any hassle, as officials came
all the way to Shillong to get them done. Our air tickets
were all done, and all we had to do was board the flight
to Scotland and back. That gentleman continues to be our
friend,” he said-. -+ ; ]

Other than a vast genre ofmu5|c the choir now sings in 40
different languages, depending on where they are performing.
When in’Russia, they would sing in the Russian language.

Recently, they conducted.an oral workshop for over 300
music students in Norway: At the end ofthe workshop, those
students sang the Khasi songxomposed by the late Neil, “Ko
Ri Baieid Jongnga.” '

A member of the audience remarked that she was mes-
merised by the train song they performed inside a real train

and in many different languages. William said they have sung .

in Tamil when in Chennai, in Malayalam when in Kerala
.and so on. .

Noted author Jeriy Pinto then asked the Choir to sing
for the audience. They obliged and sang the chorus of their
favourite song, Ko Ri Baied Jongnga.”

As always, the Shillong Chamber Choir is a beacon of
hope for many young people. The way they have negotiated

the twists and turns of life and plodded along with grit and.

determination after Neil Nongkynrih passed away very sud-
denly in 2022 and have remained constant in their fervour
to live up to his expectations is a story that needs to be told
over and over.

Vinay Kumar is new
Himachal Cong chief

NEW DELHI, Nov 22: The Congress on Saturday appointed
Vinay Kumar as the new president of the Hiniachal Pradesh
Congress Committee, replacing Pratibha Singh.

Kumar was the Deputy Speaker of the Vidhan Sabha and
tendered his resignation from the post.

Speaker Kuldeep Pathania accepted his re5|gnat|on on

mSaturday. (7T# .- -



‘L eadership and learning are
indispensable to each other. ”
—John F. Kennedy
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Laws, orphaned labour

BETTER late than never!

Labour laws in the country

have undergone a comprehensive revision. These
would now run on four codes after consolidation of

29 previous laws govern

ing this, hugely populated

sector. The newly codified laws are effective from
November 21, signifying several changes that are

ofimmense benefit to the
and diverse spectrum. Lab
though, and are planning

Workforce across the wide
our unions are not satisfied,
protests, though the pres-

ent reform has been introduced after tripartite talks
including government and representatives ofindustry
and trade unions. Such protests are natural; and valid
points, if any, must still be addressed. Refining the
system is an ongoing process.

India’s labour laws, introduced during the Brit-
ish Raj, underwent periodic changes.short of any
wholesale reform. These laws, nearly a century old,
remained in place for most part. The three-term Modi
government has not been able to majorly reforrrt any
sector other than implementing the market reform

through GST. This step,

however, proved to be a

money-spinner for the national economy. For every
purchase done in the market, the government gets a

cut. This is also thanks to

the previous UPA govern-

ment that had conceived the smart system but failed
to take it forward due to resistance from the BJP and

others in the Rajya Sabha

. The Modi government at-

tempted agricultural reforms, but cut and ran due to
protests from farmer, lobbies. It introduced education
sector reforms in the form of the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020,, which gained attention mostly for
its alleged “attempt to safTronize” the system. The
Bharatiya Nyana Sarihita, implemented last year,
was less inspiring, considering-the large array of is-
sues plaguing the policing system. The government

is reticent about the much

-needed reforms in several

sectors, including to thejustice-dispensation system,
even as eases *are dragging in courts, for decades.

Justice delayed is justice

denied. Another vital sec-

tor awaiting reforms is the administrative system,
where the bureaucracy has turned itself into white
elephants. Red tape and corruption are massive right

under Modi’s nose.

Notably, the labour force as a whole has been

orphaned in recent times

due to a variety of factors.

The age of Liberalization since the early 1990s saw

the nullifieation xjf some

labour rights while it also

effected new controls on trade union functioning]
Contract labour system emerged as a new attrac-

tion for companies while

itundercut the interests of

the workers in several sectors. The Covidl9 and its
aftermath further disrupted the process of collective
bargaining. Alongside, the Leftistparties, principally
the two Communist parties thathad major control of
the trade unions, losttheir clout inthe political arena.
Unions organising the workforce showed more zest

in collecting membership
on a monthly and annual

fees, levies and much else
basis, which proved to be

a lucrative ‘business’. The.unions and their leaders
substantially lost their bargaining power in several

sectors, while white-coll

ar government employees

could still assert and get what they wanted from

successive governments.

All things considered, the

reform being introduced in the labour sector is well-
appreciated for their good sides while there naturally
is. scope for improvements.

i Letters to the Editor

The Shillong Lit
Fest- A cultural
investment which.
transforms

destinations

Editor,

e Through your esteemed
paper, 1wish to highlight an
often-overlooked truth that a
weU-oiganised literary, festival
is farmore than a gathering of
authors and readers.

Cities and towns that host
literary festivals typically
witness a surge intourist foot-
fall, extended visitor stays
and renewed interest in lo-
cal heritage spaces. Such
events create a virtuous cycle
- drawing acclaimed writers/
authors, scholars, students
and culture enthusiasts, whose
presence invigorates hotels,
cafes, transport operators,
artisans, and bookstores. More
importantly, they, elevate the
intellectual profile ofthe des-
tination, branding itasa hub of
creativity, dialogue and artistic
exchange. For Meghalaya,
which is striving to diversify
tourism beyond the usual na-
ture-centric, instagrammable-
sight offerings, this cultural
pivotis particularly valuable.

A telling example of this
transformation can be seen at
Ward’s Lake. Once regrettably
stereotyped as a dilapidated
jogging track by morning
and an open bar by evening,
the venue has been reunag-
ined in recent years - and we
have the Shillong Lit Fest to

thank for this. The space has
now been infused with music,

. poetry readings, author meet-,
ups, children’s workshops
and indigenous storytelling.
sWhat was once ah after-hours

, hangout has now evolved into
a vibrant cultural commons
that families, tourists and local
residents proudly reclaim. The
shift is not merely cosmetic-
as it reflects a deeper societal
aspiration for refined, respon-
sible and community-oriented
public spaces.

Investing in literary festi-
vals therefore yields multidi-
mensional dividends cultural
enrichment, economic stimu-
lation, youth engagement and
the revitalisation of iconic
public landmarks. Itistime we
recognise festivals not as ex-,
penses but as long-term assets
that strengthen the cultural
identity and tourism appeal
of our destinations.

e Yours etc.,
- Lamshwa Nongrum,
Via email

Why is the
military holding
land in the heart

of Shillong?

Editor,

We the people of Shillong
are goingthroughtrafficjams
like asifitis part and parcel.
of our daily lives. Sp much
time is lost intrafficjams ev-
ery day o four lives yetthose
who can make life better for
all citizens are unyielding. To

Politics of Rotation: Meghalaya’s Cabinet
Becomes a Musical Chairs Game

When eight of Megha-
laya’s twelve ministers re-
signed on a single morn-
ing on 16 September, the
spectacle seemed almost
ceremonial - not a crisis,
not a scandal, just a routine
prelude to a cabinet reshuffle.
The public explanation was
brief: the governmentwished
to ensure “balanced regional
representation:” The Chief
Minister stayed, thetwo Dep- m
uty Chief Ministers stayed*
the coalition composition
stayed - only the individuals
occupying eight portfolios
changed.

In a cabinet limited to
twelve seats, Teplacing two-
thirds of its members is no
routine - it is a choice. It re-
veals an emerging approach
to governance in Meghalaya:
ministerial office treated as a
rotational asset, a resource
to be distributed rather than
a responsibility to be held.
What was once an exception
has become a method. The
long-term-stewardship ex-
pected of ministers isr being-
quietly replaced by a politics,
ofturns. ‘mem

The logic is simple: with
limited cabinet space and -
many interests to aceom-/
modate, time becomes the
only thing governments can
divide. But the cost is subtler
and more enduring. Leader-
ship becomes temporary,
departments lose continuity,
and the purpose of ministerial
office drifts toward symbolic
inclusion™A reshuffle of this
scale raises a”simple but
urgent question: if ministers
are expected to rotate, who is
expected to lead? . “*m
The Constitutional Space

arid What It Leaves Open

India’s 'Constitution is
clear aibouthow ministers are
appointed, but deliberately
silent about how long they
should serve. Under Article
164, state ministers hold
office’“during the pleasure
of the Governor,” which in
'practice means at the discre-
tion of the Chief Minister
and as long as they enjoy the
confidence ofthe Assembly.
This flexibility was meant to
ensure Stability —allowing a
ChiefMinister to dismiss an
incompetent minister, or to
manage unforeseen political
fractures without paralysing
governance.

What the Constitution
does fix is only the size of
the cabinet: no more than fif-
teen percent of the Assembly,
which limits Meghalaya’s
Council ofMinistersto twelve/
seats. With- a rigid numeri-
cal cap and a flexible tenure
framework, political leaders
possess both a constraint and
aloophole - few chairs to dis-
tribute, but complete freedom
to divide time. .

The Constitution, in its
wisdom, expected the execu-
tive to exercise restraint: It
didnot foresee apolitical cul-
ture where ministerial terms
can be rotated, swapped, or
halved. Legally allowed,

ease traffic is all that we the
common people pray for and.
hope that our prayers would
be answered. It is gratifying
to read that the State Govern-
ment is trying to extend the
vital overpass from Rilbong to
Barik. This newplanwill only
materialise ifthe Defence land
ishanded over to the National
llighwav .Infrastructure and
Development Corporation
Limited (NHIDCI.),Defence
Land in the heart of the city
does not really make sense.
Besides, the stretch starting
from Barikto Umshyrpibridge
is no less than a battle ground
that we have to go through
every single day. The Defence
land leading to Lady Keane
College arid exiting atthe Civil
Hospital is one that could help
ease the traffic congestion.
The waythings are now, the
army authorities inthe canton-
ment road prohibit vehicles
from using that alternate route
thereby adding to the traffic
mess. It is a sight to behold
especially during school hours.
The guards have been issued
such strict instructions from
their superiorsthat even during
heavy rainfall, as we are expe-
riencing now, no vehicles are
allowed to use that road. But
why should a public road be
converted into an “army-only”
route? Ifthe army is unwilling
to allow civilian movement
along that stretch, then perhaps
it should consider shifting to
less congested areas and al low
the publicthe right ofaccessto
these routes. Itisunreasonable
for the army to remain perma-

By Leander Lyngwa

yes - but the impact on gov-
ernance is far more compli-
cated. '

The Practice and its

Logic in Meghalaya

The September reshuffle
did not emerge in a vacuum.
It is part ofan evolving pat-
tern in Meghalaya where the

.ministerial office is increas-

ingly treated as a distribut-
able resource. The clearest
early example came in the
previous Assembly, when
the MDA government in-
formally split a ministerial
term between the state’s two
BJP MLAs - one holding
office for the first half of the
five-year term, the other for
the second. It was framed
as fairness, but it marked a
shift: when cabinet seats- are
limited, time itself becomes
negotiable..

That logic has since deep-
ened. With only twelve cabi-
net positions and multiple
coalition partners to satisfy,

the government faces a struc-

tural scarcity.* Every party
expects visibility, and ev-
cry influential MLA expects
recognition. The result is a
system where a ministerial
berth is no longer a full-term
responsibility butacommod-

. ity that can be redistributed to

maintain balance.
This pattern is not driven

by nialice; itisdrivenby arith-:

metic. Meghalaya’s coalition
governments have long relied
on elaborate balancing acts
across parties, tribes, regions
and personalities - the emer-
gence of tenure-sharing is
simply the latest adaptation;
Jt was no surprise that the
September reshuffle followed
this tefnplate. Eightministers
stepped down, not in protest
but as part of a coordinated
rotation, .

The-Political Drivers

Behind This Practice

From a political stand-
point, it is a highly- effective
tool. Meghalaya’s political
landscape is. fragmented by
nature - multiple parties,
diverse tribal identifies, re-
gional expectations and a
constant chum of alliances.
In such an environment, the
cabinet becomes the most
valuable instrument a Chief
Minister h;as to* maintain
equilibrium. '

First, coalition manage-
ment. With only twelve cabi-
net seats and several parties
in the ruling alliance,-' not
everyone can be accommo-
dated at once. Tenure-sharing
becomes a way to keep each
partner invested in the gov-
ernment. A short stint in of-
fice is still a tangible reward,

and the promise of a future .

stint is useful leverage.
Second, interTparty bal-
ancing. Within the MDA
itself, senior leaders and
ambitious first-time MLAs
all. expect recognition. Ro-
tating ministers allows the
leadership to distribute pres-

nently stationed in the heart
of the town at the expense of
public convenience, i
/ For too long, the army has
taken an unyielding stance
regarding cantonment areas,
behaving as' though they op-
erate above public concerns,
while the Government seems
to have conceded to their de-
mands. Thistime we hope that
the State Government takes
up this issue with all sincer-
ity and "the Defence land is
handed over to the NHIDCL
to ease the persistent traffic
congestion.
Yours etc.'
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Why non-white

Christians are

more Christian
than white

Christians?

Editor,

On October 30,2025 India
achieved one of the greatest
victories in the women’s
world cup cricket semi-fi-
nals by defeating the mighty
Australian women team in
as much as in chasing the
highest record target of 339
set by their counterparts in a
semifinal match. And it can't
be over stated that the heroine
ofthis match was none other,
than Jemimah Rodrigues,
named after the most beau-

tiful of the three daughtersm

of Job in the Holy Bible._
She scored an unbeaten 127

tige. without permanently
elevating any one faction.
It reduces resentment and
keeps internal competition
contained. ; 1

Third, preventing dissi-
dence. An MLAwho believes
he; will eventually “get. his
turn” is far less likely to rebel
or defect." Tenure-sharing of-
fers a fQrm of political insur-
ance for the ruling party.

These drivers create a
system optimised for stability
rather than performance. Ro-
tation satisfies many, offends
few, and keeps the coalition
intact.

Governance Implications

The political logic behind
tenure rotation may be com-
pelling, but its impact on
: governance is far more trou-
bling. Rotating ministers at
the scale seen in Meghalaya
forces the state to operate
with short-term leadership,
fragmented priorities and an
executive structure increas-
ingly pulled toward a single

_ centre of gravity, v

I The first casualty is conti-
nuity. A minister who enters
office knowing he may hold
.the portfolio fora briefperiod
inevitably approaches diejob
with, a compressed horizon.
Ministers understandably
prioritise projects that can
be inaugurated quickly and
showcased locally. The work
that truly strengthens gover-
nance often requires years of
steady attention - attention
a rotating minister cannot
realistically provide.

The second casualty is
coherence. Every minister
brings new preferences, fresh
priorities arid a different
working ,style. Bureaucrats
adjust, but die price is delay.

intermediaries —temporary

<occupants who sign files but

do not shape the long arc of
policy, while'the'CMO'.be-

, comes the durable centre of

decision-making.

This quiet centralisation
is the structural outcome of
rotational governance. It may
not create instability, but”it
creates somethingmore subtle:
a system in which political
power is stable, yet ministe-
rial leadership is perpetually
temporary. And in a state that
requires steady, long-term fo-
cus, temporary leadershipisthe
most expensive cost of all.

Why Meghalaya Needs
Better Politicians

If rotational governance
persists, it is,not only be-
cause the system‘allows it,
but because Meghalaya’s
political class has grown
comfortable with it. Our lead-
ers have adapted to a culture
where ministerial office is
valued riot for what can be
achieved, but for the visibility-
it provides while it lasts. The
musical chairs work because
the players benefit from the-
music; it is the state that pays
the price. ,

Too many of our politi-
cians view a ministerial berth
as a moment to consolidate
influence, inot an opportu-
nity to steward development.
Their horizon rarely extends
beyond the next reshuffle,
the next constituency visit or
the next internal negotiation.
In such a mindset, a short
tenure is not a problem - it is
a chance. And because every-
one expects a turn, no one is
expected to lead.

This isthe deeper tragedy:
Meghalaya lacks statesmen.
We have individuals who seek;;
office, but too-few who seek;
responsibility. We have lead-
ers who want theirtime on the,

Files move slower, schemes &chair, butvery few who want

are reinterpretedfand ongo-
ing work,is quietly paused
until the new minister’s ori-

to leave something behind
when they rise from it.
And the public notices.

entation stabilises. 'When - People may not follow every

eight of twelve ministers
change at once, entire sectors
ofgovernance enter aperiod
of administrative limbo.
The third casualty is ac-
Hcountability. When a portfo-

lio changes hands in a single;

term, responsibility becomes

. amoving target.;The minister;

who initiates a programme is
not the one who oversees its
implementation, and the'one
who inherits it may. not be
present when its Outcomes
arejudged. In such a system,
successes become collective,

but failures become untrace-;:
able. The public is left unsure;

of whom to credit or blame.
Most significantly, real

cabinet change, but they un-
derstand optics. When eight
ministers are rotated without
any change in governing di-
rection, it signals thatpolitical "
accommodation matters more

"than continuity.- Citizens isee

the reshuffle not as a sign
of renewal, but as evidence
that their leaders are more
invested in balancing chairs
than building the state,

: Meghalaya deserves more
than this,: Ultimately, the
question is notabout eight
resignations or twelve seats.
It is about what we ..expect
from those who lead us. If
ministers continue to treat
office as a temporary entitle-'

executive power gravitates i ment, Meghalaya will con-
toward the Chief Minister’s’ :tinue to receive temporary

Office. This is not because the
bureaucracy becomes more
assertive, but because rotat-
ing ministers cannot anchor

long-term .authority within?:

governance.

. The state deserves leaders
who think beyond their time
on the chair - leaders willing
to build, not merely to occupy.

their departments. Advisors) Until our politics shifts from

and close aides become the
carriers of political intent.
Overtime, ministers become

runs to stun the defending
champion and ‘thereby en-
able India to‘storm into the
women’s 0DI world cup final,
vincidentally, Indiahad never-
successfully chased more
than 265 in ODls.

After the match, in an in-
terview Jemimah squarely
attributed her phenomenal
127 runs for her match-win-
ning contributions in the?In-
dia against Australia game
to Jesus Christ. Furthermore,
she asserted, without mincing
words, that she couldn't have
achieved such a milestone; on
her own as Jesus earned her
through the gruelling innings.

, She intrinsically articulated
these words," "Firstly, 1want
to thank Jesus, 1could not do
this on my own". During the
final stages ofthe innings at the

' crease she confessed that she
kept repeating a Bible scrip-
ture from the book of Exodus
highlighted in.verse 14:14
whichrecounts,"Stand still and.
God will fight for you." These
words were uttered by Moses,
preceding the miraculous split-
ting apart of the Red sea to
enable the fugitive Israelites
to escape the hostile pursuit of
the Egyptian army:, but alas,
it ended in-a watery grave!
But lo and behold, Jemimah
Rodrigues' reference to the
Holy Bible has in turn, set the
teeth of-Christians' baiters of
our country on edge!

Correlatedly, in die London
Olympic games In 2012, when
Meseret Defar from Ethio-
pia won a gold medai in.the
Women’s 5000 metres race

rotation to responsibi lity, we
will remain governed by mo-
tion rather than direction.

she was asked by the journal-
ists the rationale behind such
aunique feat. She, instead, dug
out from her pocket an icon of
Virgin Mary bearing the child
Jesus in her anns! By means
of this, gesture,- Defar told the
press personnel that she owed
her successto VirginMary and
dedicated her gold medal to
none other than the mother of
Jesus herself!

In earlier decades, we wit-
nessed hordes of Christian
missionaries from Europe com-
ing to India to enlighten us on
the essence of the Gospel and
teachings ofJesus Christ. Now,
conversely” the grammar has
dramatically changed where
Indian priests/ missionaries,
have landed in Europe to be-
come ambassadors of Christian
legacy. Recently, a young and
handsome catholic priest from
Nagaland has been reportedly
authorized to proceed to one
of the parishes in Romania.
Nearer home. | have been
givento understand that even
from our land ofHynfiewtrep,
Khasi priests have been ap-
pointed as missionaries -in
South America. These un-
canny equations have amply
demonstrated the enigmatic
ways of the Almighty God!
And we none the wiser.

Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh
. Shillong-2

Articles and letters apr
pcaring on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Umngot joins the

endangered

list of rivers!

By Naba Bhattacharjee

The reflection of a boat
in the crystal-clear waters of
Umngot has become a legend
world over, highlighting with
clarity the pristine status;
of Umngot river. Rivers
are basic natural resources
supporting ecosystems and
human societies, and the
health of rivers is crucial to
the Earth's sustainable de-
velopinent. Climate change
and human activities, have
induced great changes in the
motion and development of
rivers, including their utilisa-
tion. Evolution of rivers, the
shaping pf biodiversity, and
the cultivation ofhuman civi-
lization are intricately linked.
It is no different for the Kha-
si-Pnar community settled
on the banks of this river.
In this context, achieving an
effective balance between
river" protection and human
development is necessary.

In order to understand
the issue of the denigration
of Umngot, plausible cause
attributed to the clear waters
turning murky, is the ongoing
construction work-involving
expansiono f Shillong-Dawki
stretchofNH-40. Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency

.(JICA), which is funding the

project, like all "other "inter-
ventions, are very particular
before sanctioning any proj-
ect. Inthis regard, decision of
funding was finally approved
after intensive appraisal ofall
respective ICA conducted
feasibility studies, like E1A,

SIA, IPP etc, with this writer .

associated as Environment
Safeguard Adviserto JICA in
the year 2016 and 2017. All

these are in addition to stud-
ies: carried out by the project
proponent NHIDCL. Appli-
cation of JICA"s Guidelines
for Environment and Social
Considerations' (ESCs) are
required if a project funded
by it shows a significantly
adverse impact on- the en-
vironment or society. The
project proponent then is
required to assess the envi-
ronmental and social impacts
at the earliest possible stage
of planning, and implement
measures in accordance with
the guidelines. I1fthe negative
impact of the project cannot
be avoided ormitigated to an
acceptable level, JICA does
not support such projects.

. -The proposed road align-
ment passes through hilly

to formulate separate param-
eters for the hilly region,
particularly the eastern Hi-
malayas are imperative. This
aspect requires a separate
write-up, highlighting all
relevant details. However,
forest clearance was appli-
cable as alignment passes
through forest area from 3rd

- mile to 5th mile in Upper

Shillong. The clearance was
duly granted by MoEF&CC
after extensive study of all
parameters.

Although a National Act
may not be applicable in-a
particular JICA funded proj-
ect, JICA ESC guidelines
and related recommenda-
tions in EIA, SIA, IPP etc
are applicable on mandatory
basis. In this projects the
change in topography from
the existing is envisaged
at various places along the"
mentire length of the road
while developing double
and above-lane standards.
The slope protection- is to
be established/ strengthened
regularly through plantation
and civil structures. The
surface area oferodible earth
material exposed by clearing,
and grubbing, excavation,
borrdw and fill material

- operations shall be limited
to the extent practicable;
The contractor will provide,
immediate permanent ero-
sion control measures to
prevent soil erosion that will
adversely affect construction:
operations, contamination
of nearby streams or other;
watercourses, etc. Further,'
green beltis mandated to be
developed simultaneously

along with construction ac-
tivities to control the erosion
process. In addition, gabion
and apron concrete will be
installed at the outlet of
culverts to avoid soil erosion
due to water runoff.

To avoid contamination
of the various water bodies
and drainage channels, con-

:struction work close, to the
watercourses or other water
bodies is to be avoided,
especially during monsoon,
period. All wastes arising
from the project will be
disposed of, as per the State
Pollution Control Board/
Central Pollution Control
Board norms. The wastes are:
to be collected, stored and
taken to approved disposal,
over burden storage sites.

terrain, with major stretches): In addition, the provision

through reaches with either
full cutting orpart cutting and
filling. Due to high cut and
fill, natural stability of the
hill slopes is disturbed. High
rainfall and watercourses
along the slopes 'cause ero-
sion affecting road, stability.
The major shortcoming of
the project has been the non-
application of Environment
Clearance for the project
under EIANGotification, 2006,
which ensures comprehen-
sive environment safeguard
measures, particularly over-
burden management and
disposal etc., which appears
to be one ofthe major, causes
affecting Umngot. Environ-
mental Clearance (EC) was
not required for this project
as per MoEF&CC notifica-
tion, dated August 22, 2013,
which clearly states “... ex-
pansion ofNational Highway
greater than 100 kms involv-
ing additional right ofway or
land acquisition greater than
40 m on existing alignments
and 60 m on re-alignment or
by-passes” requireEC, Inthis
case, altitude ofthe project is
below 1000m, road length of
around 85 kms and additional
right of way on an average

not exceeding.25 m. The need:

of proper risk management
with respect to construction
activities such as accidental
spillage is critical at this .
stage to. avoid damage to
flora and fauna, agricultural’
land and sensitive water
resources. This will be most
crucial and active stage for
the Environmental Manage-
ment Plan (EMP) m
The detailed, measures

"to be adopted during differ-
ent stages of the project to
mitigate negative impacts
and enhance positive aspects
are subject to strict mpnitor-
ing. The responsibility for,
implementatitm and super-
vision of EMPs are vested,
with three agencies, namely,
Contractors, PIU, and Super-
vision Consultants (SC). All
prescriptions are on paper
which requires implemeri-.
tation in letter and spirit on
the ground. The question is
whether such recommenda-
'tions have been complied
with under, the scrutiny of
monitoring agencies and
if in the positive, to what
extent?

(The views expressed by.
the author arepersonal, by
virtue oftechnical associa-
tion with JICA duringfeasi-
bility study of the project)
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“A smile is a curve that sets
everything straight™
Phyllis Diller
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Shillong Civil Hospital: Whither

Accountability

SHILLONG Civil Hospital is yet again in the news
for the wrong reasons. This time for not taking an
emergency case as it should be handled - with the
speed and efficacy that is needed to help save lives.
This is especially so in cases, of motor car or other
accidents requiring emergency measures that could
make the difference between life and death. The
establishment there comprising doctors, nurses and
helpers have been blamed time and again of com-
plete lack ofempathy while dealing with patients and
adopting a haughty attitude because most patients,
come from the underprivileged sections of society.
The word ‘emergency’ seems to have taken on a
different meaning in this, hospital created to meet
the needs of the poor who cannot afford to go to a
private hospital for treatment and medicines. Civil
hospital is also where people are to report to in cases
involving accidents caused by criminal negligence
which end up a police case.

The case ofthe two students from the>North East-
ern Hill University (NEHU) who were run over by
a speeding vehicle-driven by a drunken man behind
the wheels, just near the University gate*has, once
again brought the focus on Civil Hospital and its
lack of critical care facilities. Eye-witness accounts
ofhow the ambulance arrived at NEHU without the
necessary assistance and life- saving equipment to
deal with deep cuts and wounds that bleed, expose a
complete lack ofprofessionalism Doctors and nurses
are aware that urgency and efficiency with which
accidentvictims are handled could make that critical
difference between life and death. So why do they
fail intheir primary duty? That the patients had to be
shifted to a private hospital at the insistence ofthe
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nied the accident victims, informs that they had lost
trust in the manner in which the Civil Hospital staff
handled the case. Their complaints that the student
with a deep head injury was allowed to bleed for ah
hour before dressing was applied is shocking.

That the Civil Hospital staff had the audacity to
say they had too many patients to handle and there-
fore could not handle the accident cases with the
alacrity they deserved shows'the lengths to which
service has degenerated in this Government run hos-
pital. Ifthis is the case in the state capital the plight
of patients in public health centres and sub-centres
beyond Shillong would be “orse.Everything boils
down to lack of accountability and a couldn’t care
less attitude which is the hallmark ofall government
run institutions. Surprise checks are unheard ofso the
staff take their duties casually and without a sense
of responsibility, knowing full well that no action
can be taken against them because they arc perma-
nent staff. That’s the bane of government service in
this state and country. People continue to get their
salaries whether or not they produce outcomes! It’s,
time to hold the government run hospitals account-
able through a social audit process and that action
be taken against errant staff!. After all the salaries
of all who work in government run institutions are
paid for from the public exchequer. Hence, they ares
accountable to the public. -

6 Letters to the Editor =

1 H the experience for visitors,
Brlnglng baCk especially students.

Expecting such events

/' |

reading, calm,
and confidence

to our youth

Editor,

With reference to your
thoughtful editorial Shillong
Litfest Dividends (ST No-
vember 22, 2025) | wish to
express my appreciation for
the Shillong Literary Festi-
val and the many enriching
events it.offered this year. |
especially value the sessions
for the deep influence they
had on young minds and our

.youths who have a growing

interest in literature and

every year so that our youth

continue to find inspiration,

direction, and emotional

balance through literature, |

look forward to the LitFest
growing stronger. .

Yours etc.,

Jairaj

Via email

Shocking that
children are
used to sell

drugs!
Editor,
Wheri a community

who eagerly seek such live >groans under the scourge

experiences to inspire and
guide them.

| personally felt, though |
could not attend the festival,
that your editorial conveyed
its spirit, warmth, and genu-
ine impact with great clar-
ity. As someone who has
spent many years with young
learners, I could easily sfcnse ’
,the hope and renewed curi-
osity such an event brings
into their lives. With surety,
I intend to attend such a
programme next time.

The sessions featuring'
Banu Mushtaq, the Interna-
tional Booker Prize winner,
must have been especially
inspiring. Her honest sharing
about her struggles and cour-
age would surely encourage
young listeners. The student-
focused sessions also helped
the youth understand how
poetry rises from real feel-
ings and wny expression
brings inner strength.

Your point about improv-
ing the facilities at Ward’s
Lake is important. Better
maintenance" will enhance

of drugs, silence becomes
a dangerous consent. Well,
it is impossible to remain
unmoved after hearing what
Paul'Lyngdoh, advisor to
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment, shared with the media
recently. His revelation that
even small children are being
used by drug traders is a very
serious issue.

Living in close proximity
to an area affected by the
drug menace, | have often
overheard the unsettling
whispers. These whispers re-
veal how cleverly these net-
works operate. Those drug
dealers could easily outsmart
a police station located just
a stone’s throw away. Their

strategies are not just clever .

but deeply disturbing be-
cause they take advantage
of the most “vulnerable and
the least suspected.” Some of
the mostnotorious drug deal-
ers in certain Cantonment
localities have reportedly
drawn their own families
into the business, including
their in-laws and distant

Telling Together to Know Together
From Saipung to Shillong, and Beyond

Alongside the familiar
temperature drop, Shillong
once again welcomes its fes-
tive season. The Shillong
Literary-Festival is one such
event that marks its warm,
celebratory moment in the
city’s otherwise cold winter.
As Kong Patricia Mukhim
noted in her coverage of the
opening day in the Shillong
Times, the Festival has'al-
ready sparked inspiring con-
versations and cortnections
through panel discussions; m
activities, performances and
book launches.

This year, my own Biate
picture book, Khamnu Khah
A Var Im?/ls She Wise?,
became part of that moment.
Although | could not attend
in person, editor Monica
Thomas, illustrator Gladinia
Pyrtuh and Biate translator
and co-founder of this pic-
ture book project, Anthony
Durpui, witnessed something
historic—our picture book
being launched by the 2025 -
International Booker Prize
Winner, Banu Mushtag, and .
later discussed in a panel
moderated by Moushumi
Chakraborty. LI

For all of us, this affirmed
one thing above all: this book
is truly collaborative.

Yet, as Kong Patricia point-
ed out in her article, many still,
did not know who the Biates
are—even within Meghalaya,
even within spaces celebrat-
ing “local” voices. Reflecting
on the launch ceremony and
panel discussion at the Fes-
tival, Anthony messaged me
late at night:

“In those years around
2008, 'when | used to speak
with Moushumi on the radio,
I would introduce myself
as Anthony Biate, because
| wanted people to hear the
word Biate. Arid now, having
met Moushumi again—this
time to speak about the Bi-
ate community on such a big
platform—how things have
turned out in my favour is
truly a wonder.” '

Formy team and me, what
matters most is ‘how’ we
speak ofthe Biate community.
While stilU.iule known, those
who have heard ofthe Biates
often frame them through
narratives of neglect, isola-
tion, or unchanging tradition.;
These tropes flatten, a living

community into the past and, .,

worse, take away their own :
agency to tell who they are
today. This led me to think of
my research work, of which
this book production is part.
Explaining a community is
intricate work, more:so when
the narrator is an outsider. It
raises questions of resporiSi- r
bility and authorship. During
my time in Saipung, both as
a researcher and through the
making ofthis picture book, F
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relatives. Small kiosks that
appear harmless by day be-
come covers for transactions
by night. Some taxi drivers,-
daily wage workers and
vagabonds are also lured
into the trade and used fis
carriers. . - -, -

The darkest part of this
story is the involvement, of
.children. Ifa ehfld ismadeto
act as an errand runner with
drugs, there is every chance
that the same child will grow
up believing this trade is
normal. Most of them might
also fall prey to drug addic-
tion later. | believe this is
not merely a crime against
the law but a crime against
the future ofthe state! When
Paul Lyngdohheld the Social

. Welfare Ministry, many ar-

rests were made, including

.hardcore kingpins, for which
the neighbourhoods around
the Cantonment area remain
.ever grateful.;

"What | would like to fur-
ther say here is that those
msuspected of drug peddling
in the cantonment areas
should not be allowed to
stay in rented houses in any
locality. Under Section 25
of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985, house
owners are held equally
liable if they knowingly al-
. low their premises/houses/
vehicles to be used for il-
licit activities such as drug
trafficking or drug selling.
The Shillong Cantonment,
authorities should take stern*
action against those owners
who out of greed continue
to give their: houses on rent
to those involved in illicit-
activities. V. .

It is also heard that some
relatives*of drug dealers
are themselves deeply into

ByAnna Notsu

came to understand that writ-
ing about the Biate commu-
nity must be a mutual act. It
is a relationship, a practice of
attention. It grows, not given,
\in the space between what we
come to learn and-what others
allow us to see - an elder’s
hesitation before speaking of
heritage, a friend’s sharing
of; personal stories. In that
space, the;distance between
researchers (we) and research
collaborators (them) begins to
narrow, and learning becomes
shared.

In, academic work, we
often talk about knowledge:
who holds it, how it circulates
and who gets to speak for
whom. But in Saipung, those
questions were, not abstract.
Knowledge was exchanged
through daily gestures, glanc-
es and silences—lived, not
theorised. ,

When we speak of knowl-
edge co-creation, perhaps

what we really mean is leam- .

ing to listen: to stories that
do not ask to be recorded, to
insights that, do not demand
mcitation. What institutions call
participation is, in practice, a
willingness to listen before
,we speak. Yet, greater, atten-
tion, must be paid to the fact
that we are always entering
someone else’s story midway.
Research, then; starts not at
arrival, but at the point of
mu'tual listening. .

Atthe book launch, Mon-
ica, Gladinia and Anthony
were- called, ontolthe stage

as the authors of Khamnu ,

Khah AVar Im?/Is She Wise?

Later,during thepanel discus- ;

,sion, Monica clarified that
the author is me.'Watching
the live stream on YouTube,
| pondered for a moment, Is
this a mistake? h made me
wonder who the, author truly
is after all.

In Saipung, | shared not
only a roof but. daily chal-
lenges. with the Biate com-
munity: enduringweeks-long
blackouts, washing clothes in
a nearby stream when water '
ewas scarce”™ and managing
without markets'or regular
medical facilities. Life there
was sometimes difficult, but
these shared, experiences
forged a strong bond of trust
and belonging that no one else
could have earned.

Water*scarcity, constant
blackouts and limited infra-
structure - while real  of-
fered only a partial picture
of Biate everyday life. What
| observed and experienced
was not marginality, but the
ways people continually ma-
noeuvred towards the futures
they envisaged. | realised that:
this, too, is the story of who
they are.

These small daily practices

> *W« % -

criminal and unmentionable
anti-social activities and
pose a serious threat to the
entire neighbourhoods and
state at large. Such fear-
some activities would not
:have'proliferated had the
Cantonment authorities been
more prompt in cracking the
whip. Well, itis most surpris-
ing that defence land, often
regarded as the very epitome
ofdignity, integrity and dis-
cipline, has now become
infested with such anti-social
felonies., Why can’t such
things be weeded out for
good? Does the Shillong De-
fence establishment lack the
means and skills to deal with
such criminal elements?
The Anti-Narcotics Task
Force ‘further dropped an-
other bombshell! The major
share of drugs entering Me-
ghalaya end up flooding our
own backyard. Just imagine
the gravity of the situation.

Should this fact not wake us .

all from our slumber? Any
further Hint of complacency
from government machin-
eries, community groups,
NGOs, Rangbah Shnongs
or residents will not just
worsen the problem, it will
only invite disaster. If the
Assam Government can take
such a hard line against the
drug menace, why can’t the
Meghalaya Government do
the same?

Yes, parents and residents
in the neighbourhoods must
speak up or inform the police
when they.see something

' hi tw

tell a story of contemporary
, Biate-ness: not confined to
the past, nor reduced to an
external tale of neglect. The
shared realisation of the need
to narrate everyday life led
to the birth of the Kirzai
Project—an initiative to show
how the communityllives
today and how they envisage
the future, where their reflec-
etions and perspectives take
centre stage.

""As part of this project,
Biate schoolchildren were
invited to collect stories about
their environment from par-
ents, neighbours and elders.

mFrom folktales to short narra-

mtives, they were free to gather:

any story, on one condition: it.
had to be original and undocu-'
mented. The second phase

was a 'drawing workshop,

exploring how the .children

imagined the environment

through the stories they had;
collected.

During the drawing work-
shop, the room was filled with
a low hum of concentration,
occasional laughter and the
scent of paints, with pop
music coming out of a large
speaker in the background.
Children bent over sheets
of large paper, all of them
trying to fill the, entire space-
with colour. One painted a
mountain under a blue sky
with their houses on the side.
Another drew a couple walk-.
ing through a forest. Their
drawings were not'simply.
illustrations—they were in-
terpretations, ways of»think-
ing through the stories they
listened to. -

The collected stories and
paintings from Saipung have
now become the ‘first-ever
Biate children’s book. Look-
ing back, this book stands as
a symbol of my relationship
lwith the Biate community—a

proofofmutual trust and col-;

laboration. It shows that col-
laboration isnot merely about
taking on a task together, but
about acknowledging dif-
ferences,' interpreting,,what.
matters, and sharing responsi-
bility for what we collectively
imagine. /

The co-creation process
enabled by the Kirzai Proj-
ect extended beyond col-
laboration between the Bi-
ate community (as research
participants) and me (as the ;
researcher). The circle of

trust, relationality and respon- <

sibility expanded Within the
community itself. As school-
children engaged with elders,
new collaborations formed,
and existing relationships
deepened. Through this pro-
cess; | contend, ‘research

participants’ become equal .

contributors to producing
. knowledge. ]

< <e

oury“tender hearts”. The
Aue calling before us now is
to preserve the moral fabric'
of families that keep soci-
ety healthier. Development
without a healthy society is
meaningless.

Yours etc.,

' Salil Gewali &
Richmond Kharbudon
Shillong-2

Demand f
coordinated
civic
accountability

Editor,

Despite crores of rupees
being invested in Smart
City’ projects, Tura’s urban
development feels like a
half-finished dream. Projects

such as the Tiira Bypass and.1

Greater Water Supply prom-
ise progress, yet roadside
infrastructure is crumbling.
Street lights vanish, flower
beds are dismantled, and
public spaces are littered
of illegally occupied by
encroachers. The problems
go beyond MUDA, the Mu-
nicipal Board, and PWD.
The District Administration,
Tourism Department, Com-
missionerate of Food Safety,
and Floriculture Department
must all wtprk together in
close; coordination. Who
monitors the quality and
safety of foods sold at road-
side stalls? Who licenses
these vendors, collects fees,
or enforces safety regula-

wrong, something suspi-" tions, especially when stalls

cious! The police, station,
with utmost integrity, sup-
ports the citizens who come-
in with crucial inputs. It is
bur shared responsibility to
protect our children. It is our
foremost duty to safeguard

are dangerously close to
electricity transformers?
What role does (he Flo-
miculture Department play
beyond occasional flow'er
sales? These departments
must actively maintain urban

| learned that storytell-
ing, whether oral, literary or
visual, lies at the core of how
knowledge lives. Butmore im-
portantly, long-term engage-
ment forms the foundation of
collaboration. Returning to
Saipung for feedback, creat-
ing opportunities to reflect
together and exploring what
we know, desire and strive
for—these were all crucial for
sharing and sustaining what
we came to know together.

With deep gratitude to the
Biate community, | remain
responsible for finding more
ways to narrate—together—
stories that; resist simplifi-
cation, romanticisation and
exoticisation. As | look at
the Biate picture book, I am
reminded that knéwledge co-
creation is, above all, about
relationships with tl)ose who
make our process of knowing
possible.

Perhaps, then, the future
of this kind of collaboration
depends less on our institu-
tional strategies and more orf
our willingness'to imagine
otherwise—to pause at the
hearth, to listen to stories, to
trust the quiet, relational work
that'sustains both research and

life. The end ofthe book, after

all, isnotthe end oftheir stoiy.
It is Only the beginning of a
shared one, told and retold, as
we continue learning what it
means to know together.

Academiamay continue to
demand that we demonstrate
‘impact’or “participation,”but
the deeper measure ofcollabo-
ration lies elsewhere: in the
mutual recognitions that hap-
pen off record, in the unspo-
ken stories thattestily to trust.
To eo-ereate knowledge is not
simply to invite participation
into, researchers’ interests; it
is to risk transformation—to
be changed by those who let
us in. Lived collaboration
teaches us to be included.
Between those two lies a path
forward—one where research
no longer merely extracts
meaning but listens its way
into it.. -

Forall its talk of inclusive
participation; we still seem to
cling to ownership. It is time
to release that grip—to see
collaboration not as inclusion,
but as shared authorship.

(The author isa PhD schol-
arfrom LeidenUniversity, The
Netherlands currently doing
research in Jaintia Hills.
Her PhD research is part of
crfive-year project, Futtir-
ing Heritage: Conservation,

«Community and Contestation

in the Eastern Himalayas,

initiated by Leiden University
and Ashoka University. Her
research isfunded by NWO,
and the Delta on the Move
Foundation).

beauty, public safety, and pro-
vide livelihood opportunities.
This is notjust a project or a
line item for anyone to ex-
ploit. Tura is the second most
important urban center in
Meghalaya after Shillong and
deserves focused, respectful
governance. Officers need to
‘be instructed to stop wasting
valuable time in endless tea
sessions ofchai, (tea) bandal (
beeftripe) kapamenil ( sticky
rice) puri and office gossip.
\W\k. need visible, consistent,
and effective governance—
not excuses. lllegal,construc-
'tion on streams, unregulated
market stalls, and public
littering show a total lack of
civic responsibility and lead-
ership. If the demand exists
for more food stalls or cater-
ing outlets, authorities should
propose and create regulated,
designated markets and live-
lihood projects instead of
allowing unplanned illegal
sprawl-that degrades public
.safety and aesthetics.

Funds should be directed
toward sustainable urban
upkeep rather than short-
lived festivals.. It is time for
every citizen and officer to
stand united, confront ir-
responsibility, demand inter-
departmental’coordination,
protect our town’s heritage
and safety,.and-ensure Tura
rises as a shining example, of
smart, inclusivegrowth.

Our.town is-rotting, but
with will and courage, we
can reclaim it. Rise up, Tura..
The change begins with us.
Officers—get to work.

. Yours etc.,

Vero Amana Sangma,
Via'email

e Articles aind letters ap-
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The Naked Truth

By Joseph M.

We live in a highly hyp-
ocritical and judgmental
world. Hypocrisy happens
when people say one thing
but do another. It often leads
to frustration because it
involves double standards.
A wealthy person often tells
others that money doesn't
bring happiness. Yet, they
work tirelessly to earn more,
prioritize wealth over rela-
tionships, and judge others
based on income.

People present them-
selves as highly moral and
upright. They criticize others
fordishbnesty, greed, or self-
ishness: However, behind
closed doors, they engage
in shady business deals, lie
when it benefits them and
only act kind when people
are watching. A public fig-
ure builds their reputation
on supporting strong family
values but is later caught
having multiple affairs. A
preacher or religious leader
speaks about morality, tell-
ing others to avoid sinful
behaviour. Yet,-they secretly
engage in the very actions

Kharkongor

this group of people without
understanding where they
come from.

; Sex workers, here are
diverse and come'from dif-
ferent backgrounds and his- -
tories.-The' hate they endure
is due to perpetuated and
unsubstantiated myth about

mwho they are and what they
do. These reasons are mostly
based in misogyny aiid toxic
philosophies of discrimina-
tion. Most people would
question why they even exist.
Well, that's mainly because
society and economies fail to
provide material support for
many people. While waiting
-forjustice and humati rights
advancements, people die.
So .they work doing what is
available or what is best for
them, so they don't die. Ask
f yourself: Why would people
deliberately choose to be in
danger from the hatred that
is focused on them? Why
do peo.plfc continue to do
sex work generation after
generation no matter what
hate increases happen?
True, se/ work is a de-
gradingjob, leaving women

. Confessions reveal that women mainly
become involved as a last resort. Some are
coerced into it through aforceful or violent

partner. For others, addiction to drugsforces

them to earn money

in any way they can.

Women whofind themselves in a social circle
where theirfriends orfamily members are
already involved may become sex workers,

deceived by the notion that it will be an easy

way to make a living.

they condemn. A child coun-
sellor advising children not
to watch porn yet spends the
entire night downloading sex
videos.

Speaking of ""sex videos
none (in my opinion) has
beenjudged more in society
than the "sex worker." Yes,
the sex worker!

m  Rot, 'thei awria, 'thei nuti

'thei die met, 'thei sbun; 'thei
bun lok... Yes, they go by dif-
ferent names; and what they
do may be the world's oldest
profession; but no, if is cer-
tainly not the most revered.
For many, this hidden com-
munity is shrouded in a web
of fascination and disgust.
*There; are vast misconcep-
tions surrounding prostitu-
tion; and women doing sex
work here in Meghalaya face
great prejudice.

But why do people here
hate sex workers so much?
What do these "rot" actu-
ally do? Why do they do_
it? And how is it anyone’
else's business what these
women choose to do in
their lives? Intrigued by the
topic, this author has done
some intense digging and
even collaborated with a
computer hacker to Unravel
spicy details about the sex
.industry here and the people
in it. And what we found is
simply shocking.

The hacker after suc-
cessfully penetrating into
the, phone and OneDrive
account of a West Khasi
Hills-baised sex worker,
gained access to over 4GB
of personal files including
nude photos and sex videos
of over a thousand custom-
ers... 272 ofwhom hail from
the Khasi-Jaintia Hills of
Meghalaya and also include,
doctors, lawyers, engineers,
policemen arid a judicial
magistrate. Prior to this, in
2020 and 2023, two pastors
of the Khasi Jaifitia Pres-
byterian church were also
exposed for cheating on
their wives with two other
sex workers, exchanging
obscene photos and videos
ofthemselves via social me-
diaplatforms. Details ofthis
hack has been published on
MegLeaks (https.-//megleaks.
wordpress.com)

While reviewing this
finding, | couldn't help but
question myself: Isn't it fun-
ny how respectable people
here in our "Ri Tip-Briew
Tip-Blei" would publicly
judge and humiliate sex
workers, yet secretly seek
their services? Seriously |
wouldn't have uttered this
if | didn’t have evidence.
But trust me... the evidence
is overwhelming. This top-
ic has drawn attention for
several years here, but our
hypocritical aridjudgmental
society has repeatedly failed
to understand the root cause
ofthis "problem" degrading

very vulnerable; and there
are several reasons why
these women even enter
the illegal trade, but it is far
from being an easy way to
earn money, Confessions-
reveal that women mainly
become involved as a last
resort. Some are coerced
into it through a forceful or
violent partner. For others,
'addiction to drugs forces
them to earn money in any
way they can, Women -who
find themselves in a social
circle where their friends or
family members are already .
involved may becoTne sex
. workers,: deceived by the
notion that it will be an easy
way to make a living. Gen-
der issues also play a part,
where they are frequently
economically oppressed. But
,once they start working in
the sex industry, it is difficult
mfor them to stop.

Itisalso important to note
that many are forced into sex
work through issues beyond
their control, to lead difficult
and dangerous lives. They
are plagued by stereotypes
and degraded by the attitude
of the general public. The
health and social needs of
women working in prostitu-
tion may be complex.

But whatever the case, it
is-about.time we stop judg-
ing and start caring for this
group of people, keeping
in mind their most basic
human rights. Doctors and:
healthcare professionals too
have an important role to
play in caring for their health
needs. They need to under-
stand the issues sex workers
face and prejudices they
encounter. By doing this
they will be better equipped
to-empathize with women
and cater more effectively
for their individual needs.
By understanding'the issues
these women face, help
should be provided in anon-
judgmental and empathetic
way, allowing these women
to make informed choices.
Emotional support should

, be Offered and practical ad-
vice with regard to housing,
children and health should
also be given. It's high time
.people stopped judging and

. started helping.

(The author is a private
teacher, skill trainer and
blogger He resides at Maw-
lai Nongkwar, Shillong -
8. Joseph M. Kharkongor
writesforMegLeaks (https://
megleaks.wordpress: com)

, butis notinvolved in any of
. the.hacking or uncovering
of information. He plays
.the part of a middleman,
passing on data received
anonymously viaemailto the
press. For any questions or
concern regarding material
\featured/mentioned in this
article or any of the previ-
:ous articles or letters by this

\author, feelfree to email the
lhacker directly atroyjnar-
baniang@protonmail.com)


mailto:baniang@protonmail.com

“A smile is the chosen vehicle of

all ambiguities.~

Herman Melville

The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXVIH No.106 SHILLONG,WEDNESDAY ,NOVEMBER 26,2025

Ordeal in

Shanghai

THE ordeal of Pema Wangjom Thongdok, an
Indian citizen from Arunachal Pradesh, during
transit at China’s Shanghai Pudong airport is
symptomatic of the issues plaguing bilateral
relations between the two big powers in Asia.
Her three-hour transit at the busy airport lasted
a tense 18 hours, during an air travel from
London, for‘the simple reason that her pass-
portmentioned her place of birth as Arunachal
Pradesh. Chinanever accepted the historical fact
that this is a full-fledged Indian state, though it
had undergone a change in name in 1972 from
what it was till then the North-East Frontier
Agency (NEFA), and carried a Union Territory
status until it was designated as a state in 1987.
The Chinese officials at the airport argued that
the landmass was China’s Zangnan. There is
however nothing new to China’s claim. It kept
claiming that Arunachal Pradesh belonged to
it, though India kept dismissing the claim with
the contempt it deserved. It is likeJy that others

airports in the past, but no such issue had ever
been raised by the immigration or security of-
ficials there. China has now escalated the issue
to anew level. The ordeal atthe airport for Pema
Wangjom was terrible .though China claims she
was provided with stay, food and water.
Obviously, -China was trying to use an op-
portunity to revive or reassert its claim on the
Indian state,and alert the international commu-
nity that this bilateral dispute remains live. India
responded by issuing a demarche and reasserted
that Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of
India. Itis also stressed that under international
civil aviation laws, she as an Indian citizen can
travel with a valid passport of the kind she car-
ried and which showed her birthplace, rightly, as
Arunachal Pradesh. India has also warned China
that, by this affront, it violated the Chicago and
MontreM Conventions guiding air travel rules!
Pema Wangjom managed to extricate herself
from the ordeal after getting in touch with the
Indian consulate through a friend, leading to its
intervention and her safe release late at night.
Travel is conceived as a pleasant experience. A
detention and provocation atan airport isamong

the worst experiences

during such journeys.

For a woman, its impact on her mind would be
terrifying. Pema Wangjom is likely to approach
international courts for justice and compensa-
tion. But this is small comfort.

; Itis likely that Indian authorities would now
respond with a quid pro quo, detaining one or

two Chinese nationals

airport citing flimsy reasons. India should also -

at one or other Indian

help the harried woman fight the case. India has
been having uneasy ties.with China for the past
over 60 years after the 1962 war. China annexed
large swathes of Indian Jand, much ofwhich still
lies with it. China kept provoking India and its
other neighbours too offand on. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’srecent attempt to effect athaw
in ties with Beijing might not necessarily be of
much help, considering China’s proclivity for
recurring play of mischief.

I Letters to the Editor

The promise
and perils of a
pan-regional
party

Editor,

In the kaleidoscopic-
landscape of Indian poli-
tics, where regional fissures
-often deepen national di-
vides, a bold experiment
is underway in the North-
east. On November 4,2025,
leaders from key regional
outfits—led by Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma of the National
People’s Party (NPP),'Pra-
dyot Kishore Manikya Deb-
barma of Tripura's TIPRA
Motha, Daniel Langthasa
of Assam's People's Party,
and former BJP spokesper-
son Mmhonlumo Kikon—;
unveiled plans to forge g;
single pan-Northeast politi-
cal entity. This merger, setto
crystallize within 45 days,

marks a seismic shift: a
deliberate bid to consolidate
fragmented voices into one
flag, one symbol, and one
unyielding advocate for the.
megion's 45 million souls.
For a comer of India long
sidelined by Delhi's gaze—
mlagued by insurgencies,
floods, and the gnawing
fear of cultural erasure—
this could be the clarion call
for' self-assertion. Yet, as
with all such unions in the
Northeast's volatile terrain,
the road ahead is riddled
with thorns. i

At its core, this nascent
alliance is arebellion against
isolation. The Northeast's
,political mosaic, with over a
dozen state-specific parties,
has long diluted its bargain-
-ing power at the national
table. Sangma, whose NPP
has buoyed the BJP-led
NDA in Meghalaya, ar-
ticulated the frustration suc-
cinctly: "We are not here to
fight with anybody... but the
Northeast today needs [this]

Revitalizing K-12 Education in Meghalaya using
Framework

The Government of Me-
ghalaya has articulated ap
ambitious and vertically inte-
grated strategy to overhaul its
human capital development,
aiming to create a continuous
pipeline from early founda-
tional learning to sustainable
economic enterprise. This
comprehensive architecture
is firmly anchored in the
mandates of the National -
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, with a strong empha-
sis on competency-based
learning and achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGSs). "

. Supported by significant
multilateral capital—includ-
ing a $64 million loan from
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) for secondary infra-
structure and $35 million
from, the World Bank for
adolescent empowerment
(MPOWER)—-the state’s
vision links early childhood
development (MECDM)
directly: to technical quality
(ADB SHCD) and youth en-
trepreneurship (PRIME).

Meghalaya possesses a
strategically advanced model
for human capital develop-
ment that prioritizes vertical
integration from the foun-
dational stage to economic
activation. However, this,
ambitious vision is imper-
illed by a high dropout rate
of 25.83% at the second-
ary level, compounded by
systemic deficiencies and a
teaching workforce where
almost 30% lack professional
qualifications. .-

This article analyzes these
structural challenges and
proposes,a comprehensive; |,
solution centred on integrat-
ing the Universal Design
for Learning (UDL) frame- .
work.

Systemic Leakage .

; The immediate threat to
Meghalaya’s human capital
strategy is the accelerat-
ing rate at which students
leave the education system.
Data from the Meghalaya
State Education Commis-
sion (MSEC) Report-2025
highlights a sharp, increasing
trend in ainnual average drop-;
out rates (DOR). While the
Primary Level DOR stands
at 8.10%, and the Upper Pri-
mary at 14.43%, the situation
becomes most critical at the
secondary level, where the
average dropoutrate surges to.
25.83%. This attrition means
one in four students in gov-
ernment and aided schools
fails to complete Class X.
The crisis deepens in certain
regions, with North Garo
Hills recording an alarming
secondary level dropout rate
0f43.54%. Furthermore, the
system loses the majority of
learners during transition: the
average Transition Rate from
Class X to X1 isjust 35.28%
statewide. 1

Qualitative analysis
points~0 multiple converg-
ing causes for this leak-
age, including challenging
socio-economic conditions,
domestic responsibilities
(especially for girls), and the
persistent issue of student
disengagement due to poor
quality ofteaching. Notably,
a consistent pattern across ail
school levels is that dropout
rates are generally higher for
boys than for girls.

This attrition is exacer-
bated by profound systemic
administrative weaknesses,
which compromise the ex-
ecution of complex NEP
2020 reforms.

An acute shortage of staff
in district offices: leads to

entity." Echoing him, Deb-
barma invoked secularism
as a constitutional bulwark,
vowing to champion rights
"regardless of religion or
ethnicity.” Theirmanifesto is
refreshingly pragmatic: safe-
guarding tribal land rights
under the Sixth Schedule,
curbing infiltration, from
porous borders, preserv-
ing languages and cultures,
and combating the racial
slurs that North-eastemers
endure in metros like Delhi
and Mumbai. Kikon, the
wildcard from Nagaland,
framed it as “an. idea whose
time has come," signalling a
pivot from BJP dependency
toward independent electoral
forays.

Thisisnopipe dream bo*m
of whimsy. The NPP and
TIPRA Motha, both NDA
allies, bring proven muscle;
Sangma’s party governs Me-

*ghalaya, while Debbarma's

outfit upended Tripura's
BJP dominance in recent
polls. Layer in Langthasa’s

By Carmo deBritto Noronha

system failures and delays
in implementation. Many
officers manage multiple
district roles simultaneous-
ly, severely compromising
the regular inspections and
monitoring of schools and
all schemes and programs
under-the Education Depart-
ment. The Directorate of
Educational Research and
Training (DERT), designated
as the apex academic author-
ity under NEP 2020, lacks
sufficient human resources
and amodem organizational
structure. This deficit im-
pedes DERT’s ability to
lead crucial reforms, such as .
developing State Curriculum
Frameworks (SCFs).

The transition mandated
by NEP 2020 from activi-
ty-based to outcome-based
planning is hampered by

poor data maintenance and .

deficient ICT infrastructure.
Meghalaya lags in critical
resources such as internet
access (26.4%) and digital
facilities, which are essential
for digital inclusion and ef-

fective monitoring. Crucial- :

ly, the absence ofa Training
Management System (TMS)

(MECDM) and the Forgotten
Folklore Project, which cu-
rates indigenous stories into
localized, multimodal AV
content, There’s . ASPIRE
Meghalaya which provides
intensive soft skills train-
ing, while.the World Bank-
funded MPOWER project
(pegged at USD 45 million
total cost, with a majority
from the WB) directly aims
to reduce school dropouts
and strengthen mental health
and life skills among adoles-
,cents, using in-school and
out-of-school interventions.
In 1997, a group of pio-
neering scholars at North
Carolina State University's
; Center for Universal Design
developed the Seven Prin-
ciples of Universal Design to
guide designers in applying
this philosophy across dif-
ferent disciplines.Other path
breaking educators adapted
' this architectural concept to
the learning environment,
pioneering the framework
known as Universal Design

; for Learning (UDL).

UDL operates on the same
premise as Universal De-
sign: that the curriculum

and online assessment sys- - itself, rather than the stu-

tems prevents DERT from
leveraging technology for
delivery and monitoring.

Pedagogical Deficit

The quality of instruc-
tion, especially inrural K-12
classrooms, is fundamentally
compromised by massive
capacity gaps among educa-
tors, undermining the NEP
2020 focus on Foundation-
al Literacy and Numeracy
(FL.N)..

A major concern is that a
large proportion ofthe teach-
ing workforce—totalling
16,428 teachers, represent-
ing ahnost 30% ofthe entire
teaching workforce —lacks
any recorded professional
teaching qualification. The '
highest concentration of
these untrained teachers is

. found at the Lower Primary .

level (9,135). The presence
of underqualified teachers
directly threatens the NEP
2020 mission to achieve
universal FLN.. ..

The NEP 2020 mandates
a minimum of 50 hours of
annual Continuous Profes-
sional Development (CPD).
However, the coverage rate
is critically lowVthe District
Institutes of Education and
*Training (DIETSs) collec-
tively.trained only 18.85% of
elementary teachers between
2019 and 2024. This insuf-
ficient training leaves edu-

dent, should be flexible and
designed to meet the needs
of all learners. It focuses on
removing barriers from the
teaching and learning pro-
cess, drawing on neurosci-
ence to establish three core
principles:

Multiple Means of Repre-
sentation: Presenting content
in various ways.

Multiple Means of Ac-
tion and Expression: Al-
lowing students to demon-
strate knowledge in different
ways. ; .

Multiple Means of En-
gagement: Offering varied
options to motivate and sus-
tain interest.

This is what Meghalaya
needs to adopt and adapt
to give its education sector
especially the secondary
school; system where the
critical dropouts are taking'
place afresh start. This could
take the shape ofthe follow-

ing steps , ., ., V. , .

To ~address the severe
capacity and administrative
gaps, UDL training can be
systematically institutional-
ized:

Establish a Central UDL
Academy within DERT, to
drive UDL implementation
and serve as the Project
Management Unit (PMU)
for teacher education reform.
This Academy should utilize

cators Ill-equipped to imple- ¢ the District Institutes o.fEdu-

ment core NEP pedagogies,

cation and Training (DIETS)

such as competency-based m as its district-level branches

assessment and technology
integration. Compounding
this, nearly 30% of DIET
faculty positions/remain
vacant, creating a barrier for
these institutions to transition
into multidisciplinary Higher
Education Institutions (HEIS)
offering the 4-year Integrated
Teacher Education Program
(ITEP). Furthermore, there is
a scarcity ofteachers trained
in specialized areas like
special education and Early
Childhood Care and Educa-
tion (ECCE).

Meghalaya has already
instituted several sophis-
ticated programs designed
to address these gaps from
different angles, demon-
strating a commitment to
inter-sectoral coordination:
These include The Megha-
laya Integrated ECD Mission

Assam base, and youVe got
a cross-state spine that could
redefine alliances ahead of
2026 assembly elections in
Assam and beyond. Imagine
a unified front contesting
Lok Sabha Seats in 2029,
channelling grievances over
the Citizenship Amendment
Act or the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act into a
coherent national narrative.
For the first time, the North-
east might not just react to
Delhi's policies but shape
them—demanding equitable
funds for infrastructure,
not tokenistic "Act East"
photo-ops.

Yet, optimism must tem-
per with realism; this merger
teeters on a "fragile founda-;
tion," The region's diversi-
ty—Assam's Bengali-Hindu
heartland versus Tripura's
tribal Kokborok speakers,
Nagaland's Naga national-
ism clashing with Megha-
laya's Khasi maitriliny—
isn't easily fused. Historical
precedents haunt: the 2019's

to ensure comprehensive
reach and support. This could
include partnering with: the
internationally acclaimed
Centre for Applied Special
Technology, that developed
UDL (CAST.org).

The Academy can en-
sure UDL principles are
explicitly integrated into
pre-service curricula (D.EI.
Ed., B.Ed.) and that the an-
nual 50-hour CPD mandate
is met, focusing specifically
on practical UDL strategies,

. differentiated instruction,
and technology use. This di-
rectly addresses the low CPD
coverage rate of 18.85% and
preparesteachers as adaptive
facilitators.

UDL provides the flex-
ible pathways necessary to
move beyond rote learning
and intentionally foster the

United Democratic Front in
Manipur splintered: amid
ethnic rows, and even the
BJP's Northeast Democratic
Alliance has frayed under'
Manipur’s Meitei-Kuki vio-
lence. Critics like CPI(M)'s
Jitendra Chaudhury dismiss
it as "old players" recycling
power grabs, pointing to the
signatories' BJP dalliances as
proof of opportunism. Will
the new party's Secular tilt
alienate Christian-majority
states like Mizoram or Na-
galand? And with the .45-
day clock ticking toward
mid-December, can they,
iron out a name, manifesto,
and leadership without egos
derailing the train?

In an era where national
parties treat the Northeast as
an electo.rai ATM—court-
ed during polls, forgotten

21st-century skills of critical
thinking, creativity, compas-
sion, collaboration, and com-
munication.

Sdftskills, already priori-
tized by the ASPIRE program
(emotional intelligence, em-
pathy), mustbe embedded in
the K-12 curriculum through
UDL. By requiring students
to engage in group projects
and present their work using
varied formats (audio-visual,
verbal, digital), UDL en-
hances, communication and
collaboration. Furthermore,
UDL's focus on respecting
diverse learning needs natu-
rally fosters compassion and
empathy.

Scaling Localization;
The successful model of
Sauramandala’s Forgotten
Folklore Project must be
formally scaled up to develop
and contextualize technical
and vocational content for
ADB-upgraded ITIs and
secondary schools. This pro-
vides students with cultur-
ally relevant, multimodal
resources (Multiple Means
of Representation),, directly
countering dropout -causes
linked to disinterest and ir-
relevant curriculum. * 'y

Addressing the significant
infrastructure gaps (only
26.4% internet: access) and
the lack of robust digital
systems requires UDL to
drive responsible technology
integration. LoF

. The UDL Academy must
mandate training on us-,
ing digital platforms for
instruction, aligning with
the PRIME program’s focus
on using Technology for
knowledge dissemination
and enterprise productivity.
While implementing Al, the
state must use advanced
digital tools to personalize
learning and assessment,,
which aligns with the flex-
ible, differentiated learning
inherent in UDL.

. 3The focus on socio-emo-
tional and ethical develop-
ment must extend to technol-
ogy use. The UDL frame-
work, implemented through
the Acaidemy, should include
modules that explicitly teach
digital citizenship, ensur-
ing students usetechnOlogy
safely and responsibly!

The system must transi-

tion fully to' outcome-based
planning. This requires es-
tablishing a dropout early-
warning system utilizing
UDISE+ and GIS tools for
real-time tracking. Further-
more, performance metrics
from ASPIRE soft skills
training; (e.g.. Career clar-
ity assessment) should be
weighted heavily in the se-
lection ;criteria for PRIME
program access and PSREF
fellowships, creating a for-
mal, incentivized .link be-
tween soft skill inputs and
economic outputs.
,» To conclude, UDL pro-
vides the necessary pedagog-
ical blueprint to close these
gaps, embed 21st-century
skills, and ensure- that Me-
ghalaya’s education system
is inclusive, future-ready,
and resilient. mm\i

(This article has been
written through extensive
use ofAl Platforms such as
Perplexity, Gemini, Note-
book LM, Google Studio.

- All data has been sourced

from official Government
oflIndia and Government of
Meghalaya websites, and 'the
Meghalaya Education Com-
mission Report. The. aim is
to encourage honest debate
on the presentandfuture of
education in our State)

dreamed of regional soli-,
idarity without secessionist
shadows. But success hinges,
on inclusivity: rope in voices
from Arunachal's BJP rebels,
Manipur's valley tribes, Dar-
jeeling and Sikkim's over-
looked hills. Shun the BJP's
orbitonly when it serves, not
out off spite; leverage it for,
. how to build muscle.

Three weeks post-an-
nouncement, whispers of
progress are: faint, but the
intent endures. Ifthis single
party emerges not as a fleet-
ing pact but an enduring
force, it could; herald the
Northeast's renaissance:
from periphery to power-
house. Fail, and it risks re-
inforcing the cynicism that
unity here is but a mirage.

, Theballisintheircourt— let
them play not fof thrones,

post-victoiy—a homegrowny but for the people who have

colossus could force ac-
countability. It honours
the legacies of icons, like
P.A. Sangma (Conrad's fa-
ther); and Biju Patnaik, who'

waited too long for one.col-,
lective roar.
Yours etc.,
Anil Thapa,
Via email

Meghalaya on the
Brink: Rivers Die, Hills

Slide and C

By Sanjeeh Kakoty

As | sat listening to the'
speakers in the recently con-
cluded Shillong Literary Fes-
tival; discordant thoughts
often disturbed my languid
reverie of a future seen
through the prism of stories,
poetry, music , wine, beauty
and hope.

Visitors were mesmerised
by the beauty of our state and
-the warmth of the people.
They all promised to come
back.' But the question that
remained at the top of my
mind was how do we main-
tain the pristine beauty of
our'hills and rivers and en-
sure inclusive growth that
ensures smiling people to
welcome visitors? This is no :
trivial question as the signs
ofthings going wrong are too
many to ignore and if things
are not done now, it will be
too late.

- Day three of the Lit Fest
had the Chief Minister arrive
before time and deliver an
impressive speech that spoke
With his characteristic pas-
sion and fluent articulation,
the ground below started to
shake. It was an earthquake,
and he joked that maybe he
had spoken a wee bit: too
loud! To me;it was a subtle
reminder that all plans of
development will come a
cropper Unless we prioritise
climate change and the en-
vironment. , -

/. 1t hardly needs to be
stressed that Meghalaya,
the “Abode of Clouds,” is
facing an ecological and ur- >
ban, crisis that threatens not
only, its identity but its very .
future. The ,,warning signs
are screaming to be heard.
Lukha has been weeping in
agony and turning blue in ,
the process. Its alluring blue
is a toxic illusion. The sur-
real bluish tint ofthe Lukha
River each winter masks a
grim aeality-acid mine drain-
age from coal and.limestone
mining. Fish deaths have
devastated local fisheries,
and trans-boundary pollution.
threatens aquatic biodiversity
in Bangladesh. The acids run-
ning into it have destroyed*
almost all life formsinit and.
the water has been rendered
undrinkable., Ifthe death of
Lukha was not bad enough,
Umngot is wailing out in
pain. The pristine Umngot,
once called the cleanest river
In the world,, has turned a :
muddy brown today due
to road construction. In-
frastructure development'
that does not incorporate
the global best practices of
environmental impact, as-
sessment and designing for
climate resilience has caused
immense* damage in India.
Examples of the Chardham
road project, the recent trag-
edies in Himachal, Kashmir

, Uttarakhand and Kerala are
just the .tip, of the iceberg.
Reports about Umngot speak
about construction debris m
from the Shillong-Dawki
highway project silting the
river, prompting the Megha-
laya State Pollution Control
Boardto fineNHIDCLRs 15
lakh and demanding urgent'
corrective measures.' But
the damage has been done
and an immediate fallout
has been economic. Tourism
has plummeted, hitting local
livelihoods hard.

In Meghalaya, landslides
and fragile roads are emerg-

Excessive
noise from
construction
work near
Bethany
Hospital

Editor,

I am currently attending
to my husband, who is ad-
mitted at Bethany Hospital
on,the first floor of the new
building. As an attendant, |
was deeply disturbed by the
continuous noise caused by
construction activity taking
place nearby. A JCB has ¢
been operating since around '
9 a.m., and to my dismay,
the work continued unabated
even at 10 p.m.

| cannot imagine the dis-
tress this must have caused
to the patients, many of
whom require rest and a
quiet environment for re-

Iities Choke

>

ing as.an area of concern.
Unscientific hill-cutting for
road expansion has destabi-
lized, slopes. Experts warn
that infrastructure projects
that lack climate;resilience,
make disasters inevitable.
Unscientific hill-cutting has.
destabilized fragile slopes. In
April 2025, geologists sound-'
ed the alarm near Pynursla
when Nil-40 expansion be-
gan damaging hillsides. *'in

Mav-June 2025’s tor-
rential rains triggered over m
,70 landslides, killing four
people and severely damag-
inginfrastructure along NH-6
and N11-206. Since October
2023,.0ver a dozen fatalities
have been repotted from
landslide-prone regions like
West Jaintia and Garo Hills

It-is estimated that more
than half of Meghalaya re-
sides in its urban areas and
there is neither urban plan-
ning nor a wide encompass-
ing urban body to take care of
its cites. Municipalities are a
pale shadow ofwhat it should
be. What we witness,daily is
an urban nightmare-that is
choking us with ever growing
traffic and waste. The story
is the.same everywhere, be
it Nongstoin, Tura, Jowai or
Shillong.

Shillong, once a quaint
hill station, is now choking
under traffic congestion and .
unplanned urbart sprawl.
Narrow roads-clogged with
vehicles create gridlock daily,
while illegal roadside parking
worsens the chaos. Mean-
while, the city generates 171
tonnes of waste daily; over-
whelming the Marten landfill.
Garbage clogs, drains, rivers*
and public spaces, with little
segregation or scientific dis-
posal.1Despite Smart City
promises, waste .management
remains a glaring failure.

Agriculture and Soil Ero-
sion isanotherproblem that is
hardly addressed. Loss oftop-
soil due to deforestation and
reckless construction has left
farmers struggling. Erratic
rainfall patterns compound'
the crisis, threatening food
security and rural livelihoods.
Meghalaya is not just on the
verge of ecological collapse,
it is actually ljving its early
stages! Rivers are polluted,
hills unstable, cities grid-
locked, and waste unchecked.
Without strict enforcement
of environmental norms,
climate-smart planning; and
community-led conservation,
the state risks losing its natu-
ral heritage and livability,,

The tremor that morning
when Conrad was speaking
was simply trying,to shake
offthe complacency of the
state. There is no better place
to start than with its young
and energetic ChiefMinister.
He has led by example so far
and there is no reason why
he should not be concerned
aboitt climate change and cli-
mate resilient planning. Ifhe
initiates it there is no reason m
why Meghalaya should not
emerge as the best environ-
mentally managed state, if
we do it there is a lot to gain
ifwe don’t there is everything
to lose. Is the leadership of
the state ready for the chal-
lenge?: :

( The author is afaculty
at 11M Shillong and can be
reached at skakoty@iim-
shillong.ac.in)

covery. It is disheartening
to see that such wofk is per-
mitted so close to a hospital
without any consideration
for the well-being of the
patients. Have we IOst-our
sense of responsibility? Do
the contractors not realise
the impact of their actions?
It appears that, if allowed,
the work would continue 24
hours a day, regardless ofthe
disturbance inflicted upon

. vulnerable patients.

I am also concerned that
the authorities seem indif-
ferent to this severe noise
pollution. It is unfortunate
that patients—already suf-
fering—have to endure such
additional discomfort

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Border Problems Hanging Fire
AT’S been 50 plus years since Meghalaya was cre-
ated out of the state of Assam but the boundaries
remain contentious. The Khasis are an oral history
people and most claims on territories within the
Khasi-Jaintia chieftainship are agreed upon through
the spoken word. In any case the idea of territory at
the time was.not within the purview of the present
nation-state. Post independence states were cre-
ated according to language spoken. Firstly, India’s
North East continues to be a colonial baggage where
boundaries between the region and its extended
landmass towards the South'East Asian country of
Burma (now Myanmar) was drawn leaving out large
swathes outside what is now India. The Nagas and
Kuki-Zo people of Manipur have their kin beyond

day Myanmar. To those on either side ofthe interna-
tional border a visit to their kin is considered illegal
migration, an act which is punishable by law.

; Along similar lines but on a smaller scale is the
problem ofthose, residing at areas bordering Assam
and Meghalaya. While Meghalaya became a state
only in 1972, the Khas.i, Jaintia or Garo people
residing at the borders have done so much before
the Indian nation state was formed and even before'
the arrival of the British. But these histories have
not been considered when the state of Meghalaya
was bifurcated from Assam.-Before granting state-
hood it would have been pragmatic for both the
leaders of Assam arid Meghalaya to study the map,
visit the border areas to take stock of the situation
of the ground and only after both parties agree to
the respective territories should the two states have
been bifurcated. But everything in India is based on
political populism. A state was created even before
its borders were realistically drawn.;As a result we
have repeated violence at the borders when one state
decides to resfilve the contentious border problems
using the force ofarms as had happened in Mukroh
bordering West Karbi Anglong in Assam in 2022.
Five people were killed on‘account of Assam Police
firing on them on the plea that they were timheix
loggers transgressing into the Assam side and were
selling it on the Meghalaya side. The fact that As-
sam Police is well armed and has a functional border
outpost at the Mukroh-Karbi Anglong-Assam bonder
while the”earest outpost on: the Meghalaya side is
at Barato which is 12-13 kilometres away from the
border at Mukroh is also problematic.

The Hynniewtrep Youth Council (HYG) has right-
ly questioned the.slow progress of the inquiry into
the 2022 shooting incident by Assam Police. Why
is the CBI enquiry not completed yet? Is “shoot to
kill” anormal police rulebook? Also, what is the fate
of the one-member inquiry; commission, appointed
by the Assam- governor on November 23 2022
headed by Justice Rumi Kumari Phukan which was
tasked with unravelling the circumstances leading
to the death of five persons on November 22, 2022
in Mukroh, a village claimed by both Assam and
Meghalaya. This is 2025, so why is a.report dating
two years earlier not made public yet by the Assam-
Government? The. MDA Government has to pursue
this matter vigorously and demand that the judicial
commission report be made public.

Letters to the; Editor *

Appeal to
Strengthen
Meghalaya’s
School

Education

Editor,.

This letter is prompted
by the insightful article pub-
lished in today’s edition of
The Shillong Times, titled
‘Revitalizing K-12 Educa-
tion in Meghalaya using the
Universal Design for Learn-
ing Framework’, authored by
Carmo d’Britto Noronha.’

The article raises timely
and important questions about
the direction ofeducation and
human capital developihentin
our State, and itoffers readers
an opportunity to reflect on
both achievements and areas
heeding further attention.

At the outset, it is only
right to acknowledge the
sincere efforts being made
by the Government of Me-
ghalaya. Initiatives such as
the ADB-supported Sup-
porting Human Capital De-
velopment (SHCD) proj-
ect, the World Bank-backed
MPOWER programme, and
the large-scale,infrastruc-
ture work under Mission
Education-1V demonstrate
a clear and committed vision
to improve the school envi-
ronment across Meghalaya.
These programmes deserve
appreciation as they signal
a strong focus on long-term
improvement.

"However, the findings
presented in the Performance
Grading Index (PGI 2.0,

. 2023-24) serve as a gentle
reminder that the founda-
tional years of schooling still
require greater collective
eeffort. Meghalaya’s ranking,
particularly iri foundational
learning, infrastructure, and

. governance,;does not in.any

way reflect a' lack of dedi-

cation among teachers or
education officials. Rather,
it. highlights systemic .chal-
lenges that must be addressed
with sustained focus and

".support.

-The Government’s own
assessments under.Mission.
Education-1V have identified
several lower primary schools
that require urgent rebuilding
or repair due to old. damaged,
or unsafe structures. The
decision to prioritise more

first phase is a commendable
step. Continuing this effort
with, an emphasis on lower
primary schools, especially
in rural and hard-to-reach
areas, woul” significantly
enhance safety, attendance,
- and learning. ... .- .

Similarly, national Sa-
magra Shiksha review reports
have noted occasional delays
inthedistribution of free text-

. north eastern states, including
Meghalaya. For many young
learners, especially from low-
inconte households, receiv-
ing these essentials on time
provides both motivation and
readiness for the school year.

mEnsuring timely availability
would greatly support early

m learning. [ T

Teacher development re-
mains central to educational

,progress. Meghalaya has<

. than 150 such schools in the.

books and uniforms in some .

Children of single unwedy abandoned
mothers. Do they have rights?

In Meghalaya, people
love to discuss development.
The subject usually makes
front page news reports; the
amount allotted for a scheme,
or else the agenda for heated
discussions between politi-
cians, wannabe politicians
and pressure groups ( the
so called Seng Bha Lang).
Surprisingly however such
discussions are carefully
crafted so as not to cross
preconceived taboo boundar-
ies and the issue o f Human
Development Index (HDI)
forms one such taboo that
is carefully avoided. The
(HDI) is a composite statis-
tic used to'measure a state’s
or community's overall
achievement in three basic
dimensions ofhuman devel-
opment: health, education,
and standard of living.

The elephant in the.room
that often inhibits mean-
ingful discussions on the
standard ofliving, by all

three tribes of Meghalaya.:

is the topic of love, teenage
sex, traditionally .accepted
live-in arrangements and the
perplexing; and apparently
unsolvable saga ofthe aban-
doned single teenage moth-
.ers. It is no exaggeration to
state that more than 60 % of
tribal families, irrespective
of status, social standing, of
urban or rural backgrounds :
or faith followed, have been
subjected to the trauma of a
pregnant teenage daughter .
and also the trauma of what
to do with- a juvenile son
who allowed his.overactive
libido .get the better of his
judgement. ,This is no sud-
den development or social
change that has caught us
unawares. Instead it is,an age
old custom of our respective
tribes, tolerated and put up
with because oftradition, but
which has now become an
economic millstone around
our necks; one which de-
mands modification as per
demands of-the times,'As-
our societies struggle to cope
~with the issue of poverty and
social destitution, we find
single teenage motherhood
one of. the singular, reasons
'that constantly contribute to
this social malaise. So how
do we tackle it?

For a change let's keep
aside the travails and anguish
ofthe unwed, abandoned sin-
gle mother and shift focus to
the child or children of such
mothers. First question- are
children ofa poor abandoned
single unwed mother entitled
to the basic human rights en-
joyed by children of normal
families? Are such children ,
entitled to education, health
and nutrition .issues, protec-

tion from the cold and/the ;

elements, entitled to innocent
children’s games and fun like
any other child? The answer
is a loud and definite “Yes.”
The realistic fact however:
is that such children don’t

.taken encouraging steps >in

By Toki Blah

even realize isuch rights ex-
ist! The only rightthey know
since birth is their riglt to
struggle and fight to simpiv
stay alive. These are tne
hallmarks ofpoverty; a state
of,existence these children
are made aware offrom their
birth. So the next question
is - who is responsible for
bringing such childrento life
and to such amiserable exis-
tehee? Obviously tfye parents

who created life through *

sexual intercourse. Now in
the matrilineal society that
we in Meghalaya follow; lin-
eage! passes through women,
though this doesn’t always
translate into economic or
social empowerment. The /
traditional support system for
unwed .single and abandoned
mothers usually comes from
the Kur or the clan the wom-
an belongs to. Today we find
the Kur system has collapsed
oris onthe,verge of collapse.”
The joint family system

usually managed by the kni ,

( maternal Uncle) and the
Khatduh. the usual refuge,
for the less fortunate mem-
bers of the kur or kpoh, has
more or less ended. -Today .
individual members- of the
kur, especially the economi-
cally weak, are expected to
take care of themselves in a
cold ; indifferent," uncaring-
world. In an abandoned fam-
ily, the welfare ofthe kid(s)
remains the responsibility of
the mother. What then is the
responsibility of the father?
Attempts to answer this
question within ;the social
context we live in today will

mentail one to walk through a

controversial .social mine-
field. There is the conserva-
tive traditional View that the
responsibility of the father

mends with the birth of his'

child, whom he perceives as
anaddition ofnumbersto his .
wife’sdan. His obligation
ends there and he can then,
ifhe so wishes, simply walk
away as a carefree bachelor,
free perhaps to impregnate
and father anotherchild from

.an'‘cither'innocent female .

somewhere: Appallingly
he can continue with such
irresponsible behavior ad-
infinitum. A flawed social ac-
ceptance is that a delinquent
father, especially in a live-in
relationship, can simply walk:
away from his parental re-

*

far beyond financial support,
but also includes being arole
model,, protector, teacher,
and emotional anchor for his
cnildren, Yes, traversing the
role 6f a tribal male, requires
the ability to understand and
appreciate two distinct types
of adult male-behavior. 1
would, however focuson the
irresponsible type for he is
the main contributor to our
subject of discussion; - the
neglected fundamental rights
;of an abandoned child. The
matrilineal system is not the
.problem. The tragedy is in
the unreasonable clinging
to outdated traditTon and
customs and reluctance to
introduce social reforms that
conform With the demands
and needs ofthe 21 st century.
So who will do it?
Now within the topic of
a father with the wandering
eye, do we have legislation
or laws to enforce the right
ofthe child? Surprisingly, it
seems we do. Section 144 of
the BharatiyaNagarik Surak- «
sha -Sanlilta (BNSS), 2023.
deals with the maintenance
ofwives and children. Under
Art 21 of the Constitution,
the father has the responsibil-
ity to protect a child's funda-
mental rights (life, dignity,
health, development). The
father has legally enforce-
able duties towards financial
maintenance,, support, care
and proteetioij together with
ensuring the child’s dignity
and well being. Its obvious
the law of the land has not
failed jits children and it
has also identified the in-
stitutions that are supposed
to enforce and implement
these protective measures.
The mandate 'of three state
level institution”® towards
protecting and .maintaining
the rights of a child in India
is legally quite clear. These
three institutions are (a) The
Social Welfare/ Women and
Child development Depart-
ment ((WCD) (b)'the State:
Commission for ('protection
.0f Child Rights(SCPCR)
and (c) The' Autonomous
District Councils (ADCs)
under the 6th Schedule. The
time-has come for us to anal-
yse how these three agencies
have performed in their duty
towards enforcing the Rights
of the Child. -
First let's turn to our

sponsibilities; return home m (ADCs and the, powers

and is welcomed back by his
parents. On the other side of
the fence is the other tribal'
male adult, educated or un-
educated, Christian.or niam,
tynrai, who takes pride in his.
role as head of his family;
who like any other caring
father the world over, takes
pains to ensure that he is able
to provide the best to his wife
and children.Tie realises that
a father’s responsibility goes i

Government, educators, and

this direction, yet, review/ community stakeholders:
meetings.have observed that; Strengthening foundational

-some in-service training pro-
grammes unintentionally
coincide with, school hours,
resulting in disrupted learning;
for children. The,NEP 2020
recommendation of 50 hours
of Continuous. Professional

Development (CPI)) peryear .

is a valuable guideline, and
expanding vacation-period
training or strengthening
school-based mentoring can
support teachers while keep-.
.ing teaching-learning conti-
nuity intact. '
*Monitoring isjanother quiet
butcritical element. The State
Education Commission Re-;,
port (2025) and PGl findings
both emphasise the need for
more regular academic super-
vision, especially in remote.
areas.. Revitalising School
Management Committees
(SMCs);through, capacity-
building can help strengthen
community -involvement and
accountability, ultimately,
benefiting children,” n
"' While Meghalaya has
made commendable progress
in areas such as.early child-
hood development, secondary
education, and youth empow-
erment, the success of these
broader reforms ultimately,

rests on the strength of our ,

foundational stage. A strong
beginning in Classes | to V
creates confident learners, re-
duces dropouts in later years,

and contributes directly to a .

more skilled and empowered
young population. :

: | share these,thoughts with ;

humility and deep respect,
for the ongoing efforts ofthe

schooling is not simply, a

policy choice—it is an in-.
vestment in.the future of our

children and our State. :.'

. Yours etc..,

Jairaj,

w/!lr N, Via email
Children’s

obsession with
mobile phones

Editor, ' ' '

Children’s gro\yihg ad-
diction to smartphones has
,become a serious concern.
Excessive screen-time is af-
fecting; their mental health,
weakening their concentra-
tion, and causing behavioural
issues. It also harms their
physical well-being, disrupts.
their'studies, and hinders
their- overall growth and.un-
derstanding. Parents must set
clear limits on smartphone
usage,and ensure that children
engage in healthier, activi-
ties such as reading, outdoor
play, and creative learning.
Responsible guidance at home
can help protect children from

. the long-term negative effects,

of phone addiction.
Yours etc.,
Arshad Bastavi,

granted to them under the

our unwed single mothers
and their children. Political
correctness by holding on to
outdated tradition seems to
have taken precedence over

; the’need for social reforms.;
ADCs have failed us is the
only sad conclusion one can
arrive at!

How about our state gov-
ernment? It has an agency
known as the State Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights (SCPCR). It is
an oversight and watchdog
body. It monitors govern-.
.merit systems relating to
enforcement of child rights
issues;/inquire, into com-
plaints of child abuse and
child rights violations while
also recommending prosecu-
tion when, the need arises;
It is also mandated with an
advisory role to government
,by suggesting new la-ws,
policies or reforms needed
to enforce child rights. So
is SCPCR aware ofthe non-
existing rights of poor aban-
doned children of Meghalaya
and if yes whether it has
advised the state government
of the need for special laws
on the matter, especially on
ways to restrain absconding
fathers? Sadly information
on such positive action by
the SCPCR remains a state
secret. . '

The next state level insti-
tution is The Social Welfare
/' Women and Child Develop-
ment Department (WCD).
It is the'main government

magency responsible for im-

plementing children’s rights
on the ground. One of its
duties is support to orphaned,
abandoned, or vulnerable
children. Here too the ques-
tion arises as to whether the
WCD has performed its duty
towards the welfare of these
abandoned children and
to- implement their rights?
Again we come across a
disappointing silence.

Now if poor, illiterate,
teenage mothers bring forth
children, ignorant of the
rights their abandoned chil*
dren are entitled to, it is my
beliefthat it’s the duty ofthe
SCPCR and the WCD to take
appropriate legal steps to, set
right a social wrong. Often
it might involve a juvenile
male but if a boy feels old
enough to father a child, he/
should also be old enough
to knew (actually the duty
of his parents, school or"
church to inform him) ofthe
legal circumstances that are
bound to follow. POCSO
or abuse of child rights arc

6th Schedule for such nec- » some ofthe laws that might

essary changes in our tribal
customs and practices. These
Councils-have legislative,

be attracted. As a society the
time has come to call a halt to
this irresponsible behaviour

executive,-and judicial pow- e« of our men running round

ers over specified subjects
including marriage, and
social customs of the local
tribes. Sadly only silence,
lack of empathy and indif-
ference has emerged from
our ADCs.over, the plightof

The onslaught of invad-
ers over the last roughly 600
years .have tirelessly ..and.
significantly compromised
Indian culture and its various
languages. No less were the
efforts of the British raj to
’undermine Indian languages;
and impose English as a
superior form of instruction
in academic institutions,’in-
cluding iri,governance. The
contribution of the English-
man, Thomas, B. Macaulay.
Vis controversial as’ he ag-
gressively attacked India's
mclassical languages (Sanskrit,
and Persian). Macaulay's
primary target was not the
spoken languages ofthe com-;
mon people, but the liter-
ary languages of the elite:
Sanskrit .and Persian. Before
Macaulay,' the British East
India Company funded the.
printing of Sanskrit and Ara-
bic books to win the favor of
Indian elites. Macaulay halted
this. He famously argued
that the historical and scien-
tific information contained in
Sanskritand Arabic was n>th-
and superstition. His quote in
Macaulay's Minute (1835) "I1
have riever found one among
them [Orientalists] who could-
deny that a single shelf of,a
-good European library was
worth the whole native lit-
erature of India and Arabia".

Mumbai © Moreover; he stopped the

Thomas
Macaulay
and Indian

languages
Editor,

funding for printing Ori-
ental works and .shifted all
financial support to English
education.

Macaulay's policy had an
“ironic effect. By forcing Eng-
lish-literature on the Indian,
intelligentsia, he inadvertent-
ly sparked a renaissance in

like untamed scrub bulls,

without responsibility or ac-m

countability for their actions.
No one, whoever they might
be has the liberty, inthe name
of custom and tradition, to
override the rule of law/

Indian vernacular- literature,-
Figures like Bankim Chandra
Chatteijee and Michael Mad-v
.husudan Dutt were "Macaul-
ay’s Children"-—highly

Anglicized and, educated in
English—who eventually re-
turned to their mother tongue
(Bengali) and modernized

it, creating the first modem

Indian novels and epic poetry.

Despite the literary boom, the
status of Indian languages

suffered. English became the

language of power, courts,

arid high-paying jobs. Ver-
naculars became the language

of the poor and uneducated.

This created a linguistic tier
system that persists today:

the "English-medium™ elite

vs. the "Vernacular-medium"
-masses. Post-independence,

too little was done by succes-
sive governments to reverse
this due to various compul-
sions. However, Macaulay
also must have known that
nothing is permanent. No

language is inferior or supe-
;rior. English language, though
necessary, is‘'not absolute as
rightly exhibited by countries

like Japan, China, Russia,

Korea etc. Diverse India is
now ata language crossroads,,
however, the present union

government is seized of the
matter and hopefully Indian

languages will revert to its

pastglory. . ..-

Yours etc.,
Dr HS Ranhotra,
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX).

From Anarchv'to'Alignment

How Crypto Grew Up,
& Why It Might Finally

Belong Inside

Government

By Marlitey Mani

If someone had told me .
back in 2007 that a strange
digital currency,posted
anonymously on the internet
would one day push govern-
ments to rethink -how m'oney
works, | honestly wouldn’t

dictable, anonymous version
of crypto that existed In the
early days. What’s happen-
ing globally is more mature:
permissioncd, regulated, or
hybrid systems. China has a
.national blockchain network.

have believed it. At thattime, ®e Countries iri Europe are us-

Bitcoin didn’t look like an
invention that would last a
long time. It feltmore like a
protest, a bunch of people fed
up with banks and institu-*
tionstryingto build a parallel
world where code had more
power than authority. Crypto
didnt begin as a polished *
idea. It started as frustration;
rebellion, and the beliefthat
technology could do a better
job than the people running
traditional finance.

' That origin story actu-
ally matters. It explains why
crypto always felt a bit.wild
and idealistic. It wasn’t cre-
ated for mainstream accep-:
tance or digital governance.
.But the more 1read about its
journey, the more interesting
the shift becomes. Some-
where along the line, the
same technology that tried
so hard to run away from.
institutions slowly became
useful to them. And todays
with governments, espe-
cially the Indian government,
moving deeper into digital
public systems,; it’s fair to
ask whether something bom .
in anarchy can actually make
our institutions more trans-
parent and reliable.

To understand that shift,

ingblockchain for healthcare
and document' verification.
The. UAE uses it for busi-
ness licensing. And Indiahas
already run pilots for block-
chain land records, certificate
verification, agricultural sup-
ply, chains, and more.

1.. The:clearest example of

this shift is Central Bank,

Digital Currencies (CB-
DCs). India’s Digital Rupee
is already in pilot mode. A
CBDC isn’t like Bitcoin;
it’s not vojatile w specula-
tive. It’s stable, backed by
the government, and runs
on bloek-chain-inspired in-
frastructure. It-takes the
strengths of crypto (speed,
transparency, programma-
bility) but removes the risks
(scams,.instability, lack-of
control). . u

This leads to the: main
debate: Should block-chain
,stay totally decentralized
and .anarchist, or should it
be shaped into something

.governments can -use. re-.-

sponsibly? Crypto purists
say that government involve-
ment destroys the: original
purpose. But honestly, a
technology only makes areal
impact when it gets adopted
at scale. And scaling safely

it’s important, to see what -needs policies, guardrails,

problem crypto originally

tried to solve. For decades*

financial systems worked .
in a very centralized way.
Banks approved everything.
Governments controlled cur-
rency. Institutions handled
verification. Most of us never
questioned this because,we
didn’t really,have a choice.
But centralized systems,
even when they’re efficient,

and trust, the things only
governments can provide.
This is where the Engage-
ment/Participation Model
from SciComm becomes rel-
evant. The future is not about
authorities dictating technol-
ogy to people or people re-
jecting everything. It’s about
collaboration. Governments,
developers, companies, and
citizens together decide how

come with weaknesses. A jdigita.!systems should work.

single error or hack can af-

fect millions. Corruption .
becomes easier because one'
insider can change records.

And in many parts of the

world, people who don’t

have tdocuments or access

to banks just get left out

entirely.

Crypto emerged as a re-
sponse to’this fragility. It
offered a huge promise: a
ledger that anyone could
verify,swhere transactions
.couldn’t be secretly changed,
and where trust didn’t de-
pend on any single authority." .
In theory, this felt like digital
equality. But in.practice,
it came with a new set of
issues. A.system witli no
central authority also means
no safety net. If you lost
your private key, that was
it..If an exchange collapsed,
you had no regulator to com-
plain to. Ifscammers tricked
people, there was no way
to recover funds. Complete
freedom sounded e.xeiting,
but’it didn’t always work
for real-wo,rld users who
need stability more than
ideology.

This is why early crypto
couldn’t grow beyond a
niche cornmunity. Thetech-
nology was promising, but
it wasn’t built for ordinary
people. Meanwhile, gov-
ernments around the world
were struggling with their
own problems. Citizens were
demanding faster payments,
transparent systems, and
corruption-free processes.
Many old digital systems, -
centralized databases, man-
ual checks,'and slow banks
Weren’t built for this new
digital age. And in a country
like, India; once people ex-
perienced UPI, DigiLocker,
Aadhaar, FASTag, CoW IN,
and other large-scale digi-
tal systems, expectations.
changed completely. We
got used to things being
fast andtrustworthy. That’s
exactly where blockchain ,
re-enters the picture, surpris-
ingiy not as a rebellion but
as a tool for accountability.
A blockchain record can’,
be replaced secretly. Every
change is visible. It’s time-'
stamped. It’s shared across
many participants. For gov-
ernments dealing with land
records, subsidy transfers,
identity, and supply chains, .
this Solves a very practical
issue: how to create trust .
without relying on thousands
of middlemen.

Of course, this doesn’t
mean governments should
suddenly adopt the unpre-

isijgri.rv' ]
f governments adopt ’

Block-chain fits this model
well because it encourages
shared participation by de-

-
block-chain responsibly,ghe
mimpact on daily fife could he
huge. Land records that can-
not be faked. Scholarships or
subsidies reach people in-
stantly. Identity systems that
protect privacy, but remain
verifiable. Cross-border pay-
ments inseconds. Academic
certificates that employers
can check in one click. These
aren’t just nice ideas; pilot

/ projects in India and other

ecountries already show they
work. ;

Crypto has also surpris- '

ingly influenced financiallit-
eracy in India. Many young
people learned about digital
;wallets, private.; keys,; and
:security through crypto appsy
sometimes even before un-
derstanding traditional bank-
ing. With proper education
and regulation, this curiosity
could grow into a stronger,
more informed financial
culture. ,

But all ofthis only works
,ifsafety is guaranteed. People
are scared of scams,'volatil-
ity, and misuse, and that fear
is completely valid. Block-
chain itselfisn’t unsafe; it be-
comes unsafe when there are
no rules. When governments
collaborate with industry and
set clear frameworks, block-
chain becomes both open and
protected. That balance, not
extreme decentralization or
extreme control, is how cryp-
to’s chaotic beginning can
turn into something useful

and reliable. Forthe common .

Indian citizen, the benefits
could be very real: faster
payments, clearer records,
fewer intermediaries, safer
documents, better privacy,
and more accessible financial
tools. In a country as big and
diverse as ours, even small,
improvements can transform
millions of li\es. - m

Crypto may have been
bom as a rebellion, but its
future, if used wisely, lies
in helping systems become
more transparent and ac-
countable. The real success
isn’t ciypto. escaping the sys-
tem. It’s block-chain helping
the system work better for
ever>one.

And maybe that’s the iro-
ny ofitall: atechnology built
to avoid governments might
be the one that finally helps
them cam public trust.

(The author is a First

. Year Student, Plaksha Uni-:

yersity). , - ;
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Struggle for Congress
WHILE the results ofthe Bihar assembly elections
were agonizing to the Congress, the party is now
faced with another serious pain in Karnataka-, where
it held power for the past over two and a halfyears.
Two stalwarts behind the party’s big electoral win
there in 2023, namely ChiefMinister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar are at
loggerheads. Shivakumarwants to head the govern-
ment for the second half of the present five-year
term, but the chiefminister is in no mood to oblige.
Kumar argues that such an understanding had been
reached at the time of formation of the Congress
ministry in 2023. Now he feels it’s time for him to
assert and even bay for Siddaramaiah’s blood. The
party’s central leadership finds itselfin a quandary
also as both these leaders command strong backing
from sections ofthe legislators and different social
segments. The party’s national president Mallikaijun
Kharge, a former Karnataka chiefminister, does not
have a major say in such situations as the central'
control of the party rests with the Nehru-family
triumvirates, Rahul, Sonia and Priyanka. '

The May, 2023 victory ofthe Congress in Karna-
taka was a huge morale boost to the party, at atime
when the principal national opposition was finding
itself in a comer due to the overarching influence
of the ruling BJP across most states. The saffron
party now rules 14 states while the Congress rules
tiny Himachal Pradesh where it won the 2022 polls,
Telangana, where the party wrested power from
the regional Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in
the,2024 assembly polls and Karnataka. The others
who run state govemmenfs are regional parties, The
Congress party’s plight in the North-East, where it
once held sway, is evident from the factthat it lost its
sole MLA in the Meghalaya Assembly four months
ago in a defection to the ruling NPP.

The repeated drubbing for the Congress party in
Bihar was thanks to several factors. It had no strong
regional leader .to project in the elections, unlike
the JDU or the RJID or even the BJP. The grand old
party no longer has a strong organizational network
in the state, as also in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh
and most other states. Projection of Rahul Gandhi or
his long padayatra by themselves did not help. The
Congress victory in Telangana was made possible
by the aggressive campaigns of the youthful yet
seasoned Revant Reddy against the TRS govern-
ment.'Hii went on to become the chief minister.. So
too with Karnataka, where the collective might of
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar was supported also
by the doles that the party promised to women, like
a monthly financial assistance, free travel to them on
state buses etc. Such tempting offers were made by
Revant Reddy in Telangana and Chandrababu Naidu
in residuary Andhra Pradesh and they laughed their
way. to success. Nitish Kumar’s offer of a hefity Rs
10,000 each to women from some 23 lakh families
on poll-eve helped him retain power for a fresh term.
The Congress party’s central leadership must leam
from the successes of others and reorient its policies
and strategies. —

-
Letters to the Editor

Mental health

understanding ofand even if
they did there is something

& societal that holds them back from

sharing those feelings with

reSponse their parents, siblings or
friends.

Editor, Fear is a natural and uni-

versal human emotion but it
can also become overwhelm-
ing when it is irrational or
persistent. Physically, fear
triggers increased heart rate,
sweating, muscle tension,
and heightened alertness. In
the case of those with panic
attacks fear appears to be
imagined dangers or even
some social situations that
could make one feel judged
or vulnerable. Psychologi-
cally, fear affects thoughts,
and behayiour, sometimes-
causing anxiety, apprehen-
sion or insecurity.

- Anxiety and apprehen-
sion are accompanied by
mental stress among school
and college-going children.
Mental stress has emerged
as one of the most press-
ing concerns for parents,
teachers and the society at
large. Young people these
days are no longer living in
a carefree phase of life as
the reality for many today
is more complex. Academic
pressure, social expectations,
emotional challenges, and
the rapid influence of digital
culture have created an envi-
ronment where stress is not
only common but, at times,
overwhelming. Tragically, in
extreme situations, this stress
may push some young indi-
viduals toward self-harming
thoughts or suifcide—an out-
come that-society must work
collectively to prevent.

From an early age, chil-
dren are trained to equate

The number of suicide
cases is alarming. But even
more alarming is self harm
potential among school chil-
dren. Be it peer pressure or
failure to meet up with the
expectations of the parents
to secure high marks, ha-
rassment, as alleged, by
teachers speaks volumes
of the mental condition of
our young minds. Going

mack to post COVID - 19,
we noticed that students
pursuing higher'education
(colleges, and universities)
suffered from panic attacks.
I cannot recall that | or any
ofmy classmates ever expe-
rienced such panic attacks as
students. O fcourse, we dealt
exam pressure but not at the
scale thatyoung people thgse.
days are experiencing. ;

Panic attacks as is gen-
erally understood is when
a person experiences an
intense surgeof fear accom-
,panied by different physical
syrnptoms and discomfort
like racing heartbeat, short-
ness of breath, dizziness,
exhaustion and a sense of
deep fear even when there
is no. impending danger.
Besides the physical symp-
toms what is;worrisome
is the fear that engulfs the
person, as it signals that
our children are disturbed.
There mpst be something
sthat is troubling them deep
within that they either have
no concrete knowledge and

mThe 2011 Socio Eco-
nomic and Gaste Census
(SECC) was the first time
landlessness was directly

L_andlessness In
Tradition and

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

the image of Shillong as

measured. So, when the data % most-sought destination

were released, the country
knew how many people
were actually landless. That
number was revealed to be
56% of the rural households;
which, cQnsidering the size
ofthe country, is a massive
number. What was most.
surprising was the fact that
the North East had figures
higher than the national aver-
age, and Meghalaya reported
the second-highest figure of
landless households in the
region, at 76%, This shocked
the state tad questions were
raised about the failure of
the local indigenous commu-
nity’s supposed egalitarian
structure where theoretically
everyone was supposed to
be equal. >
However, it is very im-

portant to revisit the data .

and analyse whether it actu-.
ally captured landlessness
or whether it.revealed the
non-compatibility ofthe tra-
ditional land tenure system
with conventional methodol-.
ogy. The exact question that
was asked to assess landless-,
ness was given under Section
5,5A ofthe SECC question-
naire under the. title: Land
Owned, where the question
was “Owned any land (ex-
cluding- homestead)? (1 =
Yes, 2=No); IfLandless skip
to section 5B”. This question
does not .consider usufructu-

for all kinds of cultural acT
tivities, there are those who
are always complaining. To
support the claim of benefits
accruing from the various
culturalactivities, like the
Cherry Blossom festival,
which always comes.in for
criticism, he revealed that
the government was able
to earn more than 120 crore
after spending just over 20
crore on those events, a gain
of more than 400%. This,
he claims, the state earned
directly, i.e., GST collection,
and indirectly, i.e., liveli-
hood of local entrepreneurs.
Among the local entrepre-
neurs who saw an increase in
their income, he mentioned
the local vendors (street). '
.GST collection can be
assessed through official data
but how did the government
get data on the income,gen-
erated, for e.g., the vendors?«
Was it not long-ago that the
street' vendors were evicted
from their place of business
which, as seen from reports

in the newspapers, has drasti-

cally affected their earnings?

the occupant has made per-
manent improvements on
the land. These rights lapse
if the occupant completely
abandons the land continu-
ously for more than three
years or for a period as the

. Dorbar Raid arid the Execu-

tive Committee deem long,
enough”. So, two things

of the Chief and his Dorbar,
Dorbar Raid, Dorbar Shnong
orthe Land Owner or clan(s)
as the case may be, declare
and setapart any area of land
as Land Bank ... (and) the
Declared Land Bank shall;
be allotted only to a landless
person or persons who are
below the poverty line (BPL)
belonging to the Khasi Tribe,
to sustain their livelihood, for
settlement...” This is a very

become clear from this defi-- progressive provision arid

.nition: first, Ri Raid cannot
be owned but only utilized
for occupancy or agriculture
by all members of the Raid
or community; and second,
*Ri Raid can--be transformed
into Ri Kynti when someone
makes permanent improve-
ments on the land. '

It is this conversion of

ensures that no member of
the community is left without
aroofover their head or land
to grow their food.

Taking the concept of
Land Bank.further, an amend-
ment can be made to the Act
that could state that the com-
munity can also create Land
Banks by buying back land

Ri Raid into Ri Kynti which « from private individuals and

has been responsible for the
privatization of community
lands which has ultimately
led to'the growing problem
of landlessness in the rural
community; Since permanent
improvements are usually
made by the more affluent
members, it is also creat-
ing a class difference seen
in the housing pattern in
many areas now: houses
of poor households sitting

So, who are these street ven- ; alongside, those of richer
dors who got the benefit of mhouseholds. Very soon, they

all these cultural activities?
s-urthermore, how was the
income gained from liveli-
hood support measured? 1
did not hear of any survey
as such, for | would love to

will become separate locali-
ties. In the city, gentrification
has already begun, and one

can see that clearly in some m

of the new areas that are
being developed, e.g., the

ary lights (to Use land butnot . read areport on it and look ®Mawroh-Sanker area. The

own it) over community land
which is an important feature
ofthe land tenure of indige-
nous communities including
the Khasi in the North East.
Therefore, the landless figure
is grossly inflated and is not
the accurate number. Instead,
one must look atthe propor-
tion ofhouseholds reporting
manual casual labour as their
main source ofincome which

at the methodology. But to
deny that the state gained any
revenue is also stupid. It is
similar to believing the 76%
landless figure as accurate.
We need to be critical but it
has to come from a place of
facts, not petty politics.. But
landlessness does exist. So,
wh'at should be done about

. it?4n this regard, the “The

Khasi Hills Autonomous.

is a proxy for landlessness. » District (Regulation and

That number is around 40%
for the region which means
that the actual number of
landless in Meghalaya is
less than 50%. It is still a big
number but not approaching
80%. But why engage in
nitpicking? Doesn’t a larger
number advocate for more
urgency,and therefore, ifitis
false, is it still useful?

A few days ago, the Chief
Minister of Meghalaya, Con-
rad Sangma was speaking
during the Shillong Litera-
ture Festival and lamented
that despite'all the govern-
ment’s effort to spruce up

success with marks, ranks,
and achievements/Board
examinations, entrance tests,
and the race for scholarships
often leave students feeling
inadequate or- constantly
under scrutiny. Failure to
meet expectations—whether
mtheir own or those of their
families—can create deep
emotional strain. Instead
of viewing education as a
process of growth, many
students experience it as a
battlefield where one misstep
is seen as'disastrous
Social pressures add an-
other layer of coiriplexity.
Peer pressure, bullying, and
comparison—whether in
physical spaces or online—:

Administration of Land) Act,
20217’ can be quite'useful..
The Act recognizes two
kinds of land ownership,
Ri Kynti or private land,
and Ri Raid or community
land. Ri Kur or clan land
has been categorized under
Ri Kynti, while Ri Raid has
been defined to mean “lands
set apart for the commu-
nity over which no persoh(s)
has proprietary, heritable
or transferable -rights ex-
cepting the.right of use and
occupancy..Heritable and
transferable rights over the
Ri Raid, lands accrue when

serenity within oneself as
well as among the rest ofthe
members ofthe family. A hu-
man being finds solace and
comfort in one’s home with
one’s family. Or that is what
ahome should be. Hence the
. home plays a very important
role in a human being’s life.
As a child, the home and the
family members are the ones
that the child recognises and
"begin to engage with. The
proximity that is felt at that
time is a bond that keeps the
spark of love and life alive
and burning. While many
families provide emotional
security, there are others
where children struggle with
misunderstanding, commu-

can severely affecttheir Self- « nication gaps, or unrealistic

esteem. The rise of social
media has magnified these
pressures, creating unreal-
istic standards of beauty,
success, and happiness. A
teenager may feel inadequate
simply because their life
does not inatch the carefully
curated images they see on-
line. For some, this constant
comparison transforms into
chronic stress or feelings of
worthlessness. .

1 At times the age-old ad-
age: charity begins at home
may stiund cliched but if
one thinks deeply the adage
*has a lot of meaning and
worth. The home indeed is
no longer only one of the
three basic needs of food,
clothing and shelter as we
normally, understand it to
be. The home is the hearth
that is to provide its inmates
love, warmth and comfort
and a place where one feels
safe in. Where there is love
and peace ofmind there will
be an abundance ofcalm and

expectations. Parents Who
themselves face economic
or emotional pressures may
unknowingly transfer their
anxieties onto their children.
In such situations,: young
people may feel'isolated,
unheard, or burdened by
responsibilities they are not
prepared to handle.

Mental health challenges,
when left unaddressed, can
escalate. Students may strug-
gle with anxiety, depression,
or emotional exhaustion.
Feelings of hopelessness
or the belief that they can-
not cope with the demands
around them sometimes
push vulnerable individuals
toward dangerous thoughts.
It is important to note that
these situations are prevent-
able and that young people
experiencing such struggles
can be supported with under-
standing, care, and profes-
sional help. ;

Preventing_such outcomes
requires a compassionate and

problem is made worse in
the rural areas because af-
fluentand influential families
from Shillong are buying
up land either for making
ia farmhouse or hoarding it
to be sold when the land is
acquired by the government
for some project. Ri Bhoi has
been notorious for this, but it
appears places like Mairang
and others arc also going to
experience it very soon.
A-simple way to prevent
the ‘growing landlessness
is to; include ai clause that
states that Ri Raid cannot be
transformed into Ri Kynti
despite any improvements
made by the user. However, ,
that would go against cus-
tomary normsand KHADC
is the upholder of customary
norms, not its violator. So,
another way has to be found.

And indeed, Jhere is a section .
in the Act which allows that 1-

possibility. im

According to Section 15
(1), the “Executive Com-
mittee may, with the consent

collective approach: Schools
and colleges must create en-
vironments where emotional
well-being is given as much
importance as academic Suc-
cess. Counselling services,
peer support groups, and
mental health awareness
programmes can empower
students to Seek help with-
out stigma. Parents, too,
play a crucial role. A home
where children feel safe to
express their fears, failures,
and uncertainties cansignifi-
cantly reduce mental stress.
Encouraging open conver-
sations,, celebrating effort
rather than ,only outcomes,
and reassuring children of
unconditional support, can
build resilience.

Mental stress and the
rising risk of suicide among
young students is not merely
an individual struggle but-
a profound societal chal-
lenge, that demands urgent
attention. We must recogn-
ise the immense pressures
children and the youth'are
going through academically,
emotionally and socially.
We need to respond with
empathy, awareness,: and
collective responsibility.
By strengthening support
systems, nurturing a cul-
ture that prioritises mental
well-being, and creating
safe spaces where oUr chil-
dren feel heard and valued,
we can protect vulnerable
young minds. These efforts
will not only save, lives but
build a future generation
that is emotionally resilient,
mentally healthy, and truly
empowered.

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
\ Via email

converting it into Ri Raid
which can never again be
appropriated by private indi-
viduals by having the Dorbar
Shnong or Dorbar Raid pass
such a resolution. Villages
like Nongtraw in East Khasi
purchased land in the past,
categorizing it as VDC (Vil-
lage Development Council)
,land, earmarking it for farm-
ing for all the members of
the community. Support can
also be provided to certain
communities to buy land for
a Land Bank where the entire
village is owned by absentee
landlords. Nongtraw’s neigh-
bouring village of Dewlieh is
such a cape. This amendment
will complement the section
on ‘Fixation of Ceiling on
Raid Land Holding” where
it has been provided that “the
... Dorbar Shnong, Dorbar
Raid and the Dorbar Hima
may by notification, fix a
ceiling over the settlement,
allotment or setting apart of
raid land made by it ...” This
will ensure that no individual
families, especially the afflu-
ent ones, can hoard land and
that enough is available for
everyone in the community.
Landlessness is a grow-
ing problem and the 2021
Act is a very important'tool
to tackle that. What is now
required is political will to
implement the Act by the
present KHADC. Granted
that comprehensive change,
may not come immediately,
but incremental progress has
to be seen. | hope, therefore,
that we can rise above petty
politics to tackle this very
important issue.
(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
anyway his affiliation to any-
organisation or institution)

Rising mental
health issues

mEditor,

Mental health problems
are increasing rapidly and
affecting people of all ages
and backgrounds. Anxiety,
depression, frustration, and
emotional, instability have
become common concerns.
Although the entire world
has shrunk into the palm of
our hand through technol-
ogy, people are feeling more
isolated than ever. Excessive
use of social media and
smartphones is weaken-
ing real relationships arid
creating emotional distance
within families. The gov-
ernment should organise
counselling and awareness
programs, to address this
growing crisis. Parents must
pay close attention to their
children’s emotional well-
being, arid families should
set aside quality time to bond
and communicate with one
another. Schools- also need
to conduct regular sessions
on mental health to support
students and teach them cop-
.ing skills. Mental health is
just as important as physical
health, and it must be treated
with equal urgency.

Yours etc.,
Arshad Bastavi,
Mumbai

: Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bob’s

Banter

By Robert Clements

Time to Fix, the Oil
Leak..!.

Somewhere in the nine-'
ties I bought what | believed
was the most elegant ma-
chine on the Indian road.
It was the Tata Estate and |

must say that vehicle looked.

like adream. It stood outside
my house like royalty. Peo-
ple passing by slowed down
to stare. Children pointed.
Neighbours envied. And |
must confess that | puffed
my chest out every time |
walked to if with the key in
mV hand. | felt like a king
approaching his chariot-. 1
believed | owned something
that finally proved India had
arrived on the world stage.

But my joy was short
lived.

Not five years. Not even
one year. Five months.
Five months arid the trou-
ble began. First the engine

tea. They have seen flyovers
fall days after inauguration.
They have seen the data.
They have seen the rankings.
And though we willlsoon
shout pilot error the world
hears design flaw. They
hear negligence.'They hear
mismanagement. They hear
corruption. ’

The gleaming Tata Estate
that orice stood proudly inmy
driveway soon became the
embarrassment ofmy neigh-
bourhood. People smirked.
Friends sympathised.' Me-
chanics laughed. And finally

| | surrendered my pride and
sold it at the price of scrap:
The Tejas crash has now
become the embarrassment
of a nation that wanted to
strut on the runway like a
peacock. We had spread our
feathers. We practiced the
victory walk. We had writ-
ten the headlines before the

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

coughed like it had taken ill
after a winter night. Then
the brakes behaved like they
were meant only for gentle
stops at a Mumbai traffic
signal and not for the bold
ambition of long journeys.
The power steering-felt like
a reluctant bullock that re-
fused to move.no matter
how much you coaxed or
threatened. Every trip took
twice the tiine because | kept
watching the temperature
gauge like an' anxious ICU
nurse watching a patient
who might collapse any
moment.The service centre
soon knew me so well that 1
felt like sending them Diwali
sweets and Christmas cake.
We spent so much time to-
getherthat I almost expected
an invitationto staffpicnics.
They smiled cheerfully each
time 1‘drove in. | groaned.
And every time | sat in the
driver’s seat | prayed more
fervently.than 1 prayed in
church.And | often won-
dered who had designed it.
What kind of engineers had
put it together. Were they
chosen because they were
brilliant or because they
were somebody’s nephew
or cousin or roommate or
the son of a powerful union
leader? Was it ability or was
it favour? Was it competence
orwas it quota? V\&S it talent
or was it adjustment?

And-today when the
world watches the Tejas
crash and we rush to deferid
ourselves with an array of
explanations and excuses my
rriind goes back to that proud
gleaming vehicle outside my
door. Once againJ hear the
same loud claims. We are
one of the top engineering
nations. We are an emerg-
ing superpower. We are the
envy of the world. And we
laugh at western reports-
that call us one ofthe most
corrupt nations. We laugh at
poverty statistics. We laugh
at poor education rankings.
We laugh at warnings about
declining research standards.
We silence critics. We ad-
mire ourselves so loudly that
we drown out the truth.

But in one tragic second
the world sees what lies
beneath,the paint. One crash
and the questions arise. Are
we pretending? Are we over-
selling? Are we stariding on
shaky ground pretending it is
marble? Are we painting rust
and calling it gold?-

The world is not fooled.
They have seen our bridges
collapse. They have seen our
trains derail. They have seen
construction crumble like a
biscuit dipped too' long in

take off. mm

But an oil leak always
tells the truth. A loose bolt
always betrays the;boast.
A poorly trained mechanic
always exposes the lazy sys-
tem. Quality cannotbe faked.
Skill cannot be substituted
with slogans. Pride cannot
replace performance.

And maybe this is our na-
tional weakness: We love to
cover the cracks with fresh
coats of paint. »\e love to
decorate broken foundations
with bright banners. We love
speeches rnore thari repair
work. We love celebrations
more than corrections. We
love applause more than
improvement. We love pre-

- tending that everything is
‘fine whiie the oil quietly
drips on the ground.. ;

1remember once sitting
on the side of the Mum-
bai Pune highway with the
bonnet up and cars whiz-
zing past me. A truck driver
leaned out and shouted with
;a laugh, “Saab, gaadi acchi

dikhthi hai, par chalti kam .

hai.” And I, sweating-and
ehumiliated, nodded.

Somebody needs to say

the same to us today. The

' nation looks good on the

outside. The paint shines.

The chrome sparkles. The

speeches glitter. The slogans

sound heroic. But when the

bonnet is lifted the wires are

loose. The oil is leaking. The .

engine is gasping. And the
brakes are unreliable. *
Itistimeto fixthe oil leak.
It is time to repair instead of
argue. It is time to improve
instead ofboast. It is time to
appoint engineers for their
brains, not their connections.
It is time to reward talent
not obedience.. It is time to
build pride in-performance
not propaganda. .
Because if we do not
fix the engine now the next
crash will be louder. The

next embarrassment will be .

bigger. And the next silence
after the explosion will be
filled not with excuses but.
wifhtears.Let us stop posing
likea superpower onthe run-
way and start working like a
mechanic in the garage. Let
us remove the banners and
pick up the toolbox. Let us
repair. Letus rebuild. Let us
become worthy of applause
instead of begging for it.

It is, time to fix the oil
leak. ;

You can requestfor Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by sending him
your' name andphone num-
ber on bobsbanter@gmail.
com.
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ONE: A Bold Move
ONE North East (ONE), a political movement that
seeks to bring together a united voice of the indig-
enous tribes of India’s North East under a single
political platform, started in August this year. Since
then it has picked up steam and is drawing large
crowds wherever meetings are being held in one
or other of the eight states which includes Sikkim.
The latest gathering happened in Agartala where
huge crowds participated and where the voices of
the leaders seemed to resonate with the thousands
of ordinary citizens. The stance taken by those who
have come together to start the ONE movement is
that the region needs to play on its strong points
and to ensure that the spirit of federalism that is
embedded in the Constitution of India is followed

in letter and spirit.

\Y

The key players of ONE as ofnow include Pradyot
Manikya from the royal house of Tripura who leads
the Tipra Motha Party (TMP), Conrad Sangma, the
leader ofthe National Peoples’Party (NPP) and cur-
rently the ChiefMinister of Meghalaya, Mhonlumo
Kikon, former minister in the Nagaland cabinet and
spokesperson of the BJP Party until he resigned in
Augustthis year and Daniel Langthasaformer Mem-
ber ofthe Dima Hasao Autonomous District Council.
Recently, Hemochandra Singh, former Speaker of
the Manipur Assembly, a minister kid an MLA rep-
Jresenting the Singjamei Assembly constituency for
many years from the Congress Party arid had earlier
resigned from the party in 2024 also joined the'One

North East Party.

These leaders have been having several strategy
meetings and are trying to convince the regional par-
ties in Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur and Sikkim to
join hands with them to defeat attempts by national
.parties to subsume the voices from this distant pe-
riphery and to only use the political parties from
this regiort to keep the national parties alive here. A
clear evidence ofthe jack of concern ofthe central
government is in how.the Manipur crisis is being
handled. The Prime Minister only visited Manipur
this year and that without any significant change in
the status quo. Victims of the ethnic conflict of May
3,2023 between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei are still un-
able to return to their homes. Victims on both sides
ofthe divide have no homes to return to since those
in the hills.cannot return to Imphal valley and vice
versa. Quite a few homes of people of both com-
munities have gone up in flames. But no attempts
have been made so far to rehabilitate the displaced
people and to assist in constructing low cost homes
so the displaced can return to some semblance of
normalcy. This apathy of the central government
towards the Manipur violence is what has made the
leaders of regional parties in the region revisit their

priorities.

The Central Government has signed agreements
with TIPRA Motha’s Pradyot Manikya on restoring
the land rights of indigenous tribals of Tripura - a
right that all other tribes ofthe North East enjoy but
there has been no response as yet from the Home
Ministry. Similar is the fate of the Nagas who have
been waiting for the Government of India to decide
on their demands since 1997. This is what has trig-
gered the need for a eommon platform for the North

East. m [ ]

slLetters to the Editor

Free fall of
rupee against
dollar a cause

for concern for
the country

Editor,

The fall in Value of the
Indian rupee as compared to
the US dollar is a cause of
concern for the country and
requires drastic steps to tie
‘taken to control further de-
valuation as it will adversely
impact,the economy of the
country. The message from
the Reserve Bank of India
to the market is clear - It
cannot always support the

currenC)(. ,
The1atest fall of 98 paise

was owing to negative cues

from global and domestic
equity markets because of
trade-related concerns, Said
forex analysts who high-
lighted the fact that this was
the biggest single day fall of
,the INR in over 3 months.
Global risk-offsentiment has
spilled into currency markets
.after a sharp overnight sell-
off incrypto”~currenciesand
Al-linked technology stocks.
The sudden unwinding of
risk trades is weighing on
. emerging-market currencies,
including the Indian Rupee.
In the near, term, factors
such .as risk-off flows, a
firmer U.S. Dollar Index,
and uncertainty surrounding
the trade-deal with the US
keeps the bias upward, with
the pair potentially testing
the 90.00 mark. Ever since
the imposition of the 50%
tariffs on Indian imports
which came into effect in

A Battle We Must Win: Protecting
Meghalaya’s Children From the Drug Menace

There are moments in a
society’s life when silence
becomes dangerous, and
looking away becomes an
act of harm. Meghalaya has
reached such a moment. To-
day, what we face isnotjusta
law-and-order challenge, not
justasocial problem—itisa
slow, silent threat creeping
into the lives of our children,
our families, and our future.

.And nothing captured this
painful truth more sharply
thin the report published on
(November 21,2025) in The
Shillong Times. It revealed
something that shook even
the strongest among us—
children being used
as couriers' in the
drug trade. Chil-
dren... the ones we
pray for, the ones we
send to school with1l
hope in our hearts,k
the ones whose
dreams brighten our
evenings. '

To imagine a
child carrying drugs
instead, of school- *' -
books... a child
trembling at a traf-
ficker’s command
instead of playing
with friends,., a n
child, trapped in a * ..
world they don’t un-
derstand. It hurts. It fright-

ens. It compels us to ask '

whether we, as a society,
have protected our young
enough. This is not just a
newspaper headline. It is a'
cry rising from the heart of
Meghalaya.

And as | write this—with
aworried mind but a hopeful
heart- | pray that we still
have time to shield our chil-
dren before more are lost. 1

A State at the Cross-
roads: A Future at Stake

The report was not an
isolated story. Itwas a symp-
tom of a deeper wound.
On (November 22, 2025),
another analysis revealed an
even more distressing truth:
Meghalaya is no longer just
a transit corridor for narcot-
ics; it has become a major
consumer.

-Let that sink in. Half of
the drugs entering our State
stay within our State. Heroin
is now the most consumed
substance. Shillong alone ab-
sorbs 30% ofthese trafficked
drugs. And beneath these-
numbers lie faces—young
faces—of boys and girls
who might have laughed a
little louder, dreamed a little
bigger,.lived a little longer if
someone had protected them
sooner. More than 1,150
peddlers have been arrested.
Police are' upgrading tech-
nology. Volunteers are step-
ping forward. The battle is
ongoing. .

Yetthe enemy has slipped
inside ourhomes, our schools,
our neighbourhoods. To ad-
mit this hurts.

But refusing to admit it
will costus our children. The
First Places Children Should
Feel Safe'’Are Now Shaking.
When traffickers begin us-
ing children, it reveals not
only their cruelty but also
our cracks. -

1. Homes Struggling
UnderPressure

Parents are over-
whelmed—by work, finan-
cial strain, emotional burden.
Some days are so heavy that
small signs go unnoticed..
Traffickers know this. They
wait for the weak moments.

2, Schools Handling
More Than They Can
Carry

Teachers are working

late August, the rupee has
continuously struggled for
three months. .t

/ Now the rupee has
breached the 89-per-dollar
mark for the first time and
economists say the'curren-
cy's weakness is far from
over and this process can
continue further and we
have to prepare for it. But
now even if India finally
seals the long-pending trade
agreement with Washington
which the markets have been
waiting for weeks then the
lift to the rupee will likely
be temporary because there
is need for structural changes
and for; it the central bank
has to take; the Initiatives
otherwise all planning will
be in vain.

Right now.India’s private
sector activity hit a six-
month low. Manufacturing
PMI slipped to 59.9. Com-

By Jairaj Chhetry

hard, often with too many re-
sponsibilities. Some schools
lack counsellors who can
detect early behavioural
changes.

3..Neighbourhoods Los-
ing Old Bonds

Once, neighbours knew
one another and watched
over each other’s children.
Now, life has become hur-
ried.,Streets feel more anony-
mous.. '’

4. Youth Under Emo-
tional Strain

Unemployment, peer

AGa»«”
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children to: heal; rejoin
school;receive therapy; re-
gain confidence-; rebuild
childhood

3. Awareness in Schools

Teachers trained to iden-
tify early signs. Parents in-
cluded io.:awareness ses-
sions. Students guided gently
toward safe choices.

4. Speeding Up NDPS
Trials-

Swiftjustice sends ames-
sage that traffickers will
face consequences—and that
children will be protected.
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' pressure, loneliness, con-

fusion, the lure of “trying
once”—all these create tiny
openings that'traffickers
push their way through. The
UNODC warns that 13 out
of,every 100 drug-abuse
victims in India, are below
20. Thirteen children diccted
to substances means thirteen
homps in tears and thirteen
futures slipping away.'This is
a human crisis. A wound that
needs healingr—not blame,
not shame, but healing.

The Hard Numbers We
Cannot Ignore

Throughout 2025, The
Shillong Times published
a series of reports that to-

gether reveal a frightening
picture.
(April 23)  Over 1.000

arrests and 564 NDPS cases,
but only 15 convictions in
five years.

(August9)  -Drug use
starting as early as age 10.

(August 21) -Drugs
worth Rs 412 crore seized
1,061 arrests.

(October 13) -More
arrests in West.Garo Hills for
psychotropic drugs.

 (October 21) - Me-
ghalaya officially shifts from
‘transitto User State.

(November 20) - Chil-
dren used to sell drugs.

(November21) -llalfthe
drugs' entering Meghalaya
consumed'locally.

' (November 26) Na-
tional spotlight on trafficking
networks connected to North
eastern routes.

Behind every statistic,
there is a life, a family, heart-
break. :

Government’s Response:.

Strong, Sensitive, and Ur-
gently Needed «

Amidthe darkness, there
are also rays of hope. The
Government of Meghalaya
has Jaken-steps that reflect
botli firmness and deep hu-
man understanding.

1 De-Addiction Centres
in Every District

These are lifelines for
families drowning in fear and
confusion. They say,. “You
don’t have to fight alone. We
are with you”

2. Children Treated as
Victims, Not Criminals Thi.s
approach is vital: It allows

posite PMI dropped to 57.4,
a nine-month low. A higher-
than-expected trade deficit
is adding further pressure
on the rupee -and these com-
bined global and domestic
cues created negative senti-
ment, leading to the sharp
fall we saw on November
21 (Friday). A steep rupee
vslide usually filters into eg-
uity sentiment, and a record-
weak rupee creates risk-
off sentiment in the equity
market as investors worry
about higher imported infla-
tion, .rising corporate input
costs, pressure on margins of
import-dependent sectors..
The pressure tends to be
more, acute in midcaps and
small caps, where valuations,
and leverage are higher, and
"FlIs typically turn defensive
when the rupee hits new
lows," as dollar-adjusted re-
turns shrink and volatility

............ 1
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The government’s actions
show a rare combination of
discipline and compassion.

Both are needed. Both are
essential.

The Real-Life Heroes:
Police, NGOS, Faith Bodies,
Community Leaders

Meghalaya Police —
Standing Between Children
and Danger. Day and night,
they walk into the unknown.
They conduct raids in dark,
risky corners. They chase
leads that could endanger
their own lives. They face
threats so that our children
may be safe. O ftenthey work
without applause, without
rest. Their courage deserves ,

recognition. cEE
NGOs—XQuiet Angels of
Healing.

They sit'with mothers
who cry silently. They coun-
sel children who don’t know
whom to trust. They visit
homes where hope is almost
gone. They track recovering
youth long after others for-
get. NGOs repair hearts the
law cannot reach. w

i Faith Institutions — The
Soul’s Shelter , mm

In moments of fear and
confusion, many young peo-
ple turn to churches and faith
communities. They provide:
emotional support; spiri-
tual reassurance; guidance;
a sense ofbelonging

Their cotfipassion is a
light in dark corridors.

Dorbar Shnongs & Nok-
mas — -Protectors of Com-
munity Strength

: Theyknow every lane, ev-
ery family, eveiy child. Their

ICTiwi~*

staying sil'ent even when
something feels wrong.
Nothing changes until the
truth is spoken;
Shillong: A City Under
Growing Pressure
Shillong is changing

. faster than we realise. More

people, more movement,
more vulnerability.

Yet the city has only 12
Village Defence Parties. For
a growing city with rising
drug activity, this is fright-
eningly small. Motphranj
once* filled with pride and
vibrancy, now feels over-
shadowed.

Parts of West Shillong—

areas full of family

** 1 Warmth—are be-
ing targeted qui-
etly. We cannot let

* more comers fall
into silence.

A Path For-
ward: Six Steps to
Protect Our Chil-
dren

te-

- ideation in Every
N w  School- Knowl-
edge is armour.
I Children must

learn the. truth

early. o .
&DDI1C * 2-Community

Vigilance

Let churches, neighbour-
hoods, women’s groups, and
youth organisations form
protective circles.

3. Healing, Not Punish-
ment

Children who fall into
the trap need comfort ,and
guidance—not fear. '

4. Mental Health Support
Without Shame

Let counselling become
normal, accessible, and re-
spected.. ''m

5. Purpose and-Dreams
for Youth

Sports grounds, music
rooms, art workshops, skill
centres—these, keep young
-hearts strong.

6. Zero Tolerance for
Traffickers * '

Those who exploit chil-
dren must face firm, uncom-
promising action.

A People’s Movement:
mBecause Every Child Mat-
ters

The government is trying.
Police are fighting. NGOs are
healing. Churches are com-
forting. Community leaders
are guarding.

But the battle cannot be
won unless families rise.

Let parents speak openly
with their children. Let youth
protect each other like sib-
lings. Let neighbours speak
out. Let community voices be
"louder than traffickers’whis-
pers. Drug networks grow in
silence. They crumble when
people stand together.

My Final Appeal to Me-
ghalaya

m | write this with a heart

vigilance is priceless:nightl that is heavy, but not hope-

patrols; emergency meet-
ings; youth guidance; coor-
dination with police; alert-
ing communities to danger.
Without them, much of the
battle would be.lost before
it began) :

Where We Must Im-
prove: Honest Reflections

Towinthis fight, we rhust
mdmitwhat still holds us back:
parents fearing stigma in-
stead o fseeking help; schools
lacking trained counsellors;
youth without sports fields
or activity centres;mental
health treated as shame; com-
munities avoiding difficult
conversations ;neighbours

rises. The weakness typically
creates short-term caution
in equities and may trig-
ger selective FIl outflows
from rate-sensitive and high;
valuation pockets. The cur-
rency’s slide creates clear
sectoral winners and losers.
Export-oriented industries
stand to benefit, with stron-
ger dollar revenues boosting
rupee earnings.

On the losing side, im-
port-heavy sectors will face
immediate margin pressure.
Aviation arid oil marketing
companies deal with higher
fuel and crude costs. Elec-
tronics, consumer durables
and autos with large import
components also see profit-
ability squeezed. What must
be noted alsO is that power
utilities dependent on coal
imports and capital goods
manufacturers may also feel

less. Let not a single child be
lost because we kept quiet.
Letnot one trafficker succeed
because we were’afraid to
act. Let this be the moment
when Meghalaya rises as
one— as parents, neigh-
bours, believers, leaders, and
citizens. We will fight this
battle because our children
are worth'eyery effort.-And
we will win because the fu-
ture of Meghalaya deserves
nothing less.'

(The author is a retired
Headmaster and a 2022
state Awardee in thefield of
education)

the pinch, while financial in-
stitutions could face indirect
inflationary stress.

" Most experts agree the
pain niay be temporary. A
possible India-US trade deal
could reduce the trade deficit
and help stabilise the cur-,
rency. Key triggers for a
recovery include softercrude
prices, a cooling dollar, and
steady RBI intervention: to
manage volatility. If these
align, analysts expect the
rupee to find a more stable
range over the next three to
four quarters.

Yours etc.,
mYash Pal Ralhan,
Via email

Articles and, letters ap-
pearing oil this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Trump’s Ukraine Peace

Plan: Con
for |

sequences
ndia

By Dr Malgorzata Bonikowska

wAmerican President Don-
ald Trump has asked his over-:
seas envoy Steve Witkoff to
hold talks at the Kremlin next
week to push for a deal to end
the war in Ukraine. This after
he recently unveiled a 28-
point peace plan for Ukraine, .
which has sparked global
debate over how the interna-
tional community should ad-
dress Europe’s largest armed
conflict since the Cold War.
Presented as a pragmatic
roadmap to end hostilities,
the plan places significant
obligations on Ukraine while
offering Russia a pathway
toward de facto recognition
of its territorial claims.:

While its proponents
frame it as a realistic at-
tempt to halt the bloodshed,
reactions across Europe have
ranged from scepticism to
criticism! For India, balancing
ties with both Russia and the
West while consolidating: its
presence in ,the Indo-Pacific,
the plan warrants attention.
It reflects shifting priorities
in Washington, exposes di-
visions within Europe, and
could shape the broader stra-
tegic environment in which
India operates.

Key Provisions
ofthe Plan

At its tore, Trump’s pro-
posal' anticipates major con-
cessions from Ukraine. Kyiv
would need to formally ac-;
knowledge Russian control
over Crimea, as well as the
territories of Donetsk and
Luhansk occupied by Rus-
sia's .2022 full-scale inva-
sion. The plan also calls for a
reduction in Ukraine’s armed
forces, from roughly 880,000
to around 600,000, limiting
its capacity to deter future,
aggression. Additional ly,
Ukraine would be'expected
to forao anv ambition tojoin
NATO, though European
Union membership might
remain possible. ,

Tne proposal mandates
national elections within 100
days of a settlement -a com-.
pressed timeline for a nation

ropean security while aeceler-
ating engagement in Asia. A
fragmented Europe, uncertain
about American reliability,'
could find it.challenging to
coordinate policy toward Rus-
siaand China, shaping a more
complex strategic context for
New Delhi.
Implications for India
India’s Strategic calcu-
lus is shaped by three core
mconsiderations: maintaining
stable ties with Russia, deep-
ening engagement with the.
United States and Europe,
and: preserving space for
strategic autonomy. Trump’s
plan intersects with all three
dimensions. '
One, Russia remains a cru-
cial partner for India, particu-
larly in defence cooperation,
energy supplies, and broader
geopolitical balancing. A
settlement that formalises
mRussian territorial gains could
strengthen Moscow’s global
bargaining position, arid re-
inforce its pivot toward Asia.
This may create opportunities
in sectors such as technology*
nuclear energy, and resource
collaboration. Yet a more
confident Russia could also
deepen military alignment
with China—a scenario New
Delhi must monitor closely.
Two, a swift resolution of
-the Ukraine conflict—regard-"
less of fairness—could free .
U.S. diplomatic, military, and
financial bandwidth for the
Indo-Pacific. This could'ben-
efit India, provided Washing-
ton sustains its commitment’
to supporting New Delhi’s
regional .capabilities and bal-
ance. However, the plan’s
marginalization of European
partners raises questions
about U.S. predictability, a
factor India must consider
when calibrating posture.  “:
Three, India positions it-
selfas a.leading voice of the
Global South, advocating
diplomacy, sovereignty, and '
. hegotiation. A settlement
seenas imposed on Ukraine
without broad participation
may resonate poorly among

still grappling, with ..active 3 developing nations. If.the

hostilities and displacement.
It envisions a broad non-
aggression pact among Rus-
sia,; Ukraine, arid selected
European states, along with

plan reduces global economic
uncertainty and stabilizes
energy markets, India and
other emerging economies
could gain materially. New

mechanisms to monitor com- mDelhi will therefore weigh

pliance and provide secu-
rity guarantees. .Economic
incentives, for Ukraine are
mentioned but remain vague.,
while Russia is not explicitly
required to withdraw forces
from occupied territories
before recognition of its ter-
ritorial gains.
Kyiv’s Standpoint
From Kyiv’s perspective,
Trump’s plan is highly con-
tentious. Ukrainian leaders
are likely to view it as favour-
ing Moscow, undermining
natiorial sovereignty, and
sidelinirig Ukraine in deci-
sions over its own territory.
Public opinion may reflect
scepticism, with concern over
rapid elections, troop reduc-
tions, and concessions that
could provoke backlash and
polarization. Many Ukrai-
nians remain committed to
defendingterritorial integrity,
and measures perceived as
externally imposed could ,
weaken public trust in insti-
tutions and complicate, post-
conflict reconstruction.,
European Responses: Con-
cern and Division
' European governments,
particularly those along
NATQ’s eastern flank, have"
reacted with alarm. Poland, a
steadfast supporter of Ukraine
and a neighbour directly ex-
posed to potential Russian
pressure, 'has categorically
rejected any settlement ne-
gotiated without Kyiv’s full
involvement. Alongside the
Baltic states, Warsaw empha-
sises that rewardingterritorial
conquest would undermine
Europe’s security architecture
and set a dangerous prec-
edent. ' _ -
Western European pow-
ers, including Germany and
France, have been more cau-
tiousbut remain critical. They
Stress that any durable peace .
must respect Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorialintegrity. -
A solution imposed through
bilateral negotiations between
Washington and Moscow—
particularly if Ukraine is mar-
ginalised—risks fracturing
transatlantic unity at a time
when Europe faces'escalating
security threats.
Thisedivergence in the
West has implications for In-
dia. It signals a reorientation '
ofWashington’s priorities that
may reduce U.S. focus on Eii-

bothnormative principles and

;economic.outcomes in assess- .,

ing the plan. .
Potential Risks for India

Despite possible oppoitu-.
nities, the plan carries signifi-
cant risks. A peace deal that
legitimizes territorial con-
quest could' normalise simi-

. lar behaviour elsewhere -a
notable concern :for India
given its-own border disputes. -
Additionally, a Strengthened
Russia-Chinaaxis could com-
plicate the strategic environ-
ment, even if Russia seeks to

Imaintain balanced relations
with India.

Another c'oncern is the
precedent of great-power bar-
gaining over smaller states’
sovereignty, Indiahas consis-
tently opposed such arrange-
ments, advocating inclusive
diplonmcy -and multilateral
engagement. A settlement.
crafted mainly through Se-
cret 'negotiations between
Washington: and Moscow may
therefore conflict with prin-
ciples Indiaroutinely defends
on the global stage.

In conclusion, Trump’s
28-point peace plan, framed
as a pragmatic roadmap to
end a costly conflict, signals
a notable shift in the United
States’approach to global se-
curity, prioritizing rapid con-
flict resolution over principles
of sovereignty and territorial
integrity. While it unsettles
Europe and raises questions.
about Western cohesion, the
plan also has broader implica-
tions for international norms,
and the strategic balance.
across7Eurasia.

« For India, it is neither
solely, an opportunity nor
purely athreat; it underscores
the fluidity of geopolitics and
the importance of navigating
the emerging order with clar-
ity,, autonomy, and foresight. :
Developments in Ukraine of-
fer vital lessons on balancing
principles, diplomacy, and
national interests in a multi-
polar world while highlight-
ing the interconnectedness
of European security with .
Indo-Pacific stability and
strategic decisions New Delhi
must make in response to a
rapidly evolving international
landscape.—INFA

(The writer is President,
Centreforinterftational Rela-
tions, Poland) . .



ChatGPT effect: HowAl chatbot has changed lives

hree years ago, if someone needed to fix a
leaky faucet or understand inflation, they
usually did one of three things: typed the
question into Google, searched YouTube

how-to video or shouted desperately at Alexa
for help. *

when a response should be verified elsewhe/e.
for a Smart speakers and YouTube

The impact of ChatGPT has reverberated be-

Today, millions of people start with a different
approach: They open ChatGPT and just ask.

I’'m a professor and director of research impact
and AT strategy at Mississippi State University
Libraries. As a scholar who studies information
retrieval, | see that this shift of the tool people
reach for first for finding information is at the
heart of how ChatGPT has changed everyday
technology use

Change in searching ]

The biggest change isn’t that other tools have
vanished. It’s that ChatGPT has become the new
front door to information. Within months of its
introduction on November 30, 2022, ChatGPT
had 100 million weekly users. By late 2025, that
figure had grown to 800 million. That makes it
one of the most widely used consumer technolo-
gies on the planet. ; . '

Surveys show that this use’isn’t just curiosity
- it reflects a real change in behaviour: A 2025
Pew Research Centre study found that 34 per cent"
of US adults have used ChatGPT, roughly double
the share.found in 2023.

Among adults under 30, a clear majority (58
per cent) have tried if. An AP-NORC poll reports
that about 60 per cent of US adults who use Al
say they use it to search for information* making
this the most common Al use case. The number
rises to 74 per cent for the under-30 crowd.

Traditional search engines are still the back-
bone of the online information ecosystem, but
the kind of searching people do has shifted in
measurable ways since ChatGPT entered the
scene. People are changing which tool they reach
for first. S ,

For years, Google was the default for every-
thing from “how to reset niy router” to “explain
the debt ceiling.” These: basic informational
.queries made up a huge portion of seareTi traf-
fic. But these quick, clarifying, everyday “.what
does this mean” questions are the ones ChatGPT
now answers faster-and more cleanly than a page
of links.; -

And people have noticed. A 2025 US cohsumer
survey found that-55 per cent of respondents now
use OpenAl’s ChatGPT or Google’s.Gemini Al
chatbots about tasks they previously would have
asked Google search to help them with,, with even
higher usage figures for the UK.

Another analysis of more than 1billion search
Asessions* found that traffic from generative Al
platforms is growing 165 times faster than tradi-
tional, searches, and about 13 million US adults

By PL Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon trine Venus on your solar return chart and it will give fantastic results for
the whole year, Youwill be rewardedforyour efforts. And will receive acclaimand
appreciation from your peers and superiors. Your pet projects will be completed.
.And you will work with focus and determination. You will be goal oriented and,
willwork in team spirit You will take people along with you. You will also be very

positive in relations with your mate. He/she will provide all supportand helpyou ' :

need in difficult situations. And will prove able companion. Financially you will
have no majorworries. You can invest in shares, mutual funds, debentures and

bonds. And it will make good profit. Your business income too will rise. Students m

will get success in exams and interviews. Yourfaith in God will increase and you
‘will attend religious gathering and visit holy places. Business trips will keep you ,
busy. And you will interact with several people.

, ‘This week for you’ -

Aries : (March 21 - April 20)The planetary configuration this week -
, indicatesthatyourefforts.confidenceandcouragebringsiiccess;

inmonetarygains, andyourenergy'increasesforprojects atwork.
Yourjob environment is teeming with activity. You take small yet
sure steps towards your financial goats. Domestic relationships
and the home environment tend, to be harmonious and peaceful.
Children may need more discipline than they previously did. You
may find your children at an age that requires more attention and

or structure. There are some contentious issues that are laid to,

- restas you tackle them and take a bold stand.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21) New friendships are likely to emerge

during this time: supportive and easygoing ones. Happiness and-¢

fulfillmentthroughthe expansion of yourmind, widening your social
circle, travel, and connections to people of a different cultural
background than you are indicated. Your position of power and:
authority is maintained despite many changes all around. Do not
allow personal feelings to influence professional decisions, An
opportunity or investment to make quick gains is on the cards
but analyze data at hand before you invest. Energy is high and
, things happen swiftly and. decisively.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) Youwill have toface challenges atevery .
step. But you will prove equal as the task. Financial struggles
and adjustments will continue. Money will corrie in after putting
in a lot of effort. Take proper care of your health, You will defeat

a / yourenemieswithcourage.wisdomandcleverness.Yourwork
V. y will start getting completed."You may sign some agreements
"I Iftk -. to bring an element of newness into your work. The results of

job-relatedtesfs,departmentaltests,competitivetestswillfavour
you. You will use this trick in your family. Your family members
will support you in the most demanding circumstances. You
will enjoy a good time with them. Loved ones will come closer
to each other.

Cancer : (June 22 - July 22)You would be blessed with good health,
- love in relationships and harmony at the workplace. You give
"and receive affection and love from friends and relatives. You '

connect with old friends and business associates. Being opern+
and receptive, you attract opportunities which hitherto seemed
out of reach.. You desire to learn and improve on your practical
skills. Realistic levels of optimism and confidence are with you
that enable you to quicken the pace at your workplace. Tension
could run high and reach an emotional peak. Do not get carried
away without first getting the facts. Yoga and walking would
prove to be beneficial.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) Yoursocial lifeis likely to increase and bring *
you in contact with more influential, powerful people who could
proveto be helpful as they extend a helping’hand. Matters related
to universities, higher education, organized religion, publishing,
legal affairs, and foreign interests proceed smoothly. This is an
excellent time to seek advanced training or to.further your edu-
cation. Happiness and fulfillment through close friendships and
relationships isindicated. Your idealistic nature is stimulated, and
you are likely to aim for a sense of belonging through connection

to something larger than yourself.

Virgo: (August24 September 22)The planetary combination this
gM > weektendstochangeyouroutlookonlife.perhapsstimulatedby

M T travel. Some changes in your social circle have been occurring,

' andthisbnngsaboutanewawareneSs.Youaremoredetermined

have already made generative Af their go-to tool
for online discovery.

This doesn’t mean people have stopped “Goo-
gling,” but it means ChatGPT has peeled off the
kinds of .questions for which users want a direct
explanation instead of a list of links.

Curiousabout a policy update7 Need a defini-
tion? Want apolite way to respond to an uncom-
fortable email? ChatGPT is faster, feels more
conversational and feels more definitive.

At the same time, Google isn’t standing still. Its
s.earch results look different than they did three
years ago because'-GOogle started weaving its Al
system Gemini directly into the top of the page.
The “Al Overview” summaries that appear above
traditional search links now instantly answer
many simple questions - sometimes accurately,
sometimes less sp. .

But either, way, many people never scroll past
that Al-generated snapshot. This fact combined
with the impact of ChatGPT are the reasons the

‘Star-Gazing’
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"1 to achieve your personal goals and are more, strategic in the

- manner-you go about doing so. New responsibilities are likely

. " to present themselves and you would take them nore, seriously.

New projects excite you but remember tha” bringing them to a

« , completion isjust as important.. A littleattention on fitness and
health related programs would be helpful.

Libra (September 23 - October 23) This phase brings money
matters come into focus for you. You would adopt a realistic ap-
proach to business and finance. . Career and vocational issues
may benefit from the increased clarity you possess. Much of
your energy Will be applied to vocational achievement and pro-,
fessional activities. The desire for some form of recognition and
financial success is more intense. Being part of a community or
circle of friends and building your social network is important to
you currently You look to networking to leverage_your contacts.
You may be quick to anger and can antagonize some whom
you want to win over. o e -

(October 24 November 22)This phase is good for

.. money, status and enhancing your standing this week. Your.entire

. focus shifts in this direction. Youtakepn new responsibilities but

- enjoy,the challenges it presents. Your beliefsystems and personal

.» philosophies are especially important to you, but do not often

coincide with your methods; This dichotomy will inculcate new

attitudes towards finances, and social relationships before you

. strike a balance. Itisan excellenttime fortravel, highereducation

> | and communications. The family is supportive and helps you look
-at the larger picture.,,

Scorpio

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) You may feel

the need to be appreciated by family members.and the need for

;togetherness with others this week. Events are such that you

move towards a more objective approach towards your life, and

you cultivate true friendships. It is, a tigne when you need to let

go of things that.no longer serve their purpose arid hold on to

things that have a future. You would express your sympathetic

m  and compassionate side. Others might find you less sociable,

. as you are busier than ever and you focus on your activities

« and your needs. You would stand alone, act and start afresh
during this week. - s .

Capricorn : (December 22 - January 20) Youwould be ableto
express a greater level of sensitivity and sensibility in personal
and professional relations this week; You encounter people who
, are very considerate and understanding and are also likely to
form relationships With people based'on a deep level of mu-
tual appreciation and understanding for each other. You are in
touch with your more sensitive and spiritual qualities. You must
fnaintainapositiveattitudeandfacelifeinapositiveway.com-
munications from overseas are hopeful arid exciting as business
opportunities are extended to you. Financial transactions and
professional projects are going ahead smoothly with goodwill
.and proft this week.

% .

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) Youfeel ontop ofthings in
[] doniesticissuesandspendqualitytimewithpeopleyoucareabout
. and in activities that are rejuvenating! Youtend to be traditional
- " and restrictive infamily matters and may have to face opposition
' fromyounger ones. It is time to expand your social circle and to
make more contact with groups and friends.. Your unselfishness
andwillingnesstolistenwillhelpbooStyourmagneticappeal.Your
professional skills, wisdom and craft are appreciated and fresh
opportunities for expansion are made available to you. Overseas
visitors and news are positive and inspiring. Personal relationships
gain a romantic and exciting quality. You need to tackle sensitive

subjects and difficult people and get your point across.

Pisces:(February 19 - March 20) Business projects and associations
. are opening and widening your horizons, so you need to think
expansively this week. Your financial situation looks promising if
;. " you manage it well on your own rather than place trust upon oth-
ers. You are generous with friends and loving in family situations.
You come across as especially smooth, and your good nature
is bound to attract some, attention. A business venture could be
gainful if you are willing to lend it some energy. You'are involved
in multiple fools of creativity that you possess. Agentle and softer
approach can resolve an old conflict this week. 1

number of “zero-click” searches has surged.

One report using Similarweb data found that
traffic from Google to news sites fell from over
2.3 billion visits in mid-2024 to under 1.7 bil-
lion in May 2025, while the sharelof news-related
searches ending in zero clicks jumped from 56
per cent to 69 per cent in one year.

Google search -excels at pointing to a wide

range of sources and perspectives, but the results
can feel cluttered and designed more'for clicks
than, clarity. .
, ChatGPT, by contract, delivers a more focused
and conversational response that prioritises ex-
planation over ranking. The ChatGPT response
can lack the source transparency and. multiple
viewpoints often found in a Google search.

In terms of accuracy, both tools can occasion-
ally get it wrong. Google’s strength lies in letting
users cross-check multiple sources, while Chat-
GPT’s accuracy depends-heavily on the quality
of the prompt and the user's ability to recognise

yond search engines. Voice assistants, such as
Alexa speakers and Google Home, continue to
report high ownership, but that number, is down
slightly. .1 . ’

One 2025- summary 'of voice-search statistics
estimates that about 34 per cent of people ages
12 and up own a;smart speaker, down Trom 35
per cent.in 2023. ¢ -

This is not a dramatic decline, but the lack
of growth may indicate a shift of.more complex
queries-to ChatGPT or similar tools. When people
want a detailed explanation, a siep-by-step plan
or help drafting something, a voice assistant
that answers-in a short sentence suddenly feels
limited.

By contrast, YouTube remains a giant. As of
2024, it had approximately 2.74 billion users,
with that number increasing steadily since 2010.
Among US teens, about 90 per cent say they use
YouTube, making it the most widely.usecl platform
in that age group. But what kind of videos people
are looking for.is changing. \Y

People now tend to start with ChatGPT and
then move to YouTube if they need the additional
information a how-to video conveys. For many
everyday tasks, such as “explain my health bene-
fits” or “help me write a complaint email,” people
ask ChatGPT for a summary, script or checklist.
They head to YouTube only if they need,to see a
physical process. R

* You can see a similar pattern in more specia-
lised spaces. Software engineers, for instance,
have long relied on sites such as.Stack Overflow
for tips and pieces of software code.

But question .volume there began dropping
sharply after ChatGPT’s release, and one analy-
sis suggests overall traffic fell by about 50 per
cent between 2022 and~2024. When a chatbot can
generate a code snippet and an explanation on
demand, fewer people bother typing a question
into a public forum.

So where does that leave us?

Three years in, ChatGPT hasn’t replaced the
rest of the tech stack; it’sreordered it. The default
search has shifted. Search, engines are'still for
deep dives and complex comparisons. YouTube is
still for seeing real people do real things. Smart
speakers are still for hands-free convenience.

But when people need to figure something out,
many now start with a chat conversation, not a
search box. That’s the real ChatGPT effect: It
didn’t just add another app to our phones - it
quietly changed how we look things up in the
first place. (The Conversation)

AIr pollution may reduce health
benefits of exercise, finds study

A new study led by research-

/' V crs at University College
JL JI London (UCL) shows that
chronic exposure to toxic air
can significantly diminish the
health benefits of regular physi-
cal activity.

The study analysed data from
more than 1.5 million adults
tracked for more than a decade
in countries including the UK,
Taiwan, China, Denmark and the
United, States.

The team found that the pro-
tective effect of regular exercise
on people’srisk of dying over a
specific period - from any cause
and from cancer and heart dis-
ease specifically - appeared to
be reduced','but not eliminated,
for those who lived in high pol-
lution areas. .

The researchers looked at

Commuters make their way as a layer of smog covers New Delhi

amid deteriorated air quality. (PTI)

levels of fine particulate matter
- tiny particles known as PM2.5s
with a diameter of less than 2.5,
micrometres aeross.“Thejse par-
ticles are so small they can get
stuck in the lungs and enter the
bloodstream. ' ]

The health benefits of ex-
ercise significantly weakened
where the. yearly average level
of PV12.5s was 25 micrograms
per cubic metre (mg/m3) or
higher, the team found. Nearly
half (46%) of the world’s popu-
lation live in areas exceeding
this threshold.

The,lead researcher, Professor
Po-Wen Ku' of National Cfiung
Hsing University, Taiwan, said,
“Our findings emphasise that
exercise remains beneficial
even in polluted environments;
However, improving air quality
can greatly.enhance these health
gains.”

Co-author Professor Andrew
Steptoe, from UCI.’s Depart-
ment of Behavioural*.Science &
Health, said: “Our study shows
that toxic air can to some extent
block the benefits of exercise,
although not eliminate them.
The findings are further evi-
dence of the damage that fine
particle pollution can do to our
health.
~ “We believe clean air and
physical activity are both im-
portant for healthy ageing and

S0 we encourage greater efforts
to curb health-harming pollution
levels.”

For the study, the research,
team looked at data from seven
existing studies, including three
that were unpublished, combin-
ing the summary statistics from
each study into one overall
analysis. For three of these stud-
ies, they re-analysed the raw

data* at the level of individual
participants. .
Combihing the data from

seven studies, they found that
people who did at leastytwo
and a half hours of moderate or
vigorous exercise™ a week had
a 30% lower risk of dying dur-
ing the study period than those
who did not meet this exercise
threshold.

However, if people in this”

very physically active group
lived in an area with high fine
particle pollution (above 25 mg/
m3), this reduction in risk halved"
to 12-15 per cent. .

At higher levels of fine par-
ticle pollution, above 35 mg/
m3, the benefits of exercise
weakened further, particularly
for risk of death from cancer,
where the benefits were no
longer robust. About a third of
the world’s population (36 per
cent) live in areas whose yearly
average PM2.5 levels exceed 35
mg/m3. ]

For study, participants in the'
UK, the average yearly PM2.5
levels were lower than these
thresholds, at 10 mg/m3. How -,
ever, levels of fine particle pol-
lution vary a lot and spikes in
pollution in UJv cities do exceed.
25 mg/m3, the critical threshold
identified in the study, mainly
during the winter months.

Co-author Professor Paola
Zaninotto, from UCL’s Depart-
ment of Epidemiology & Public
Health, said, “We don’t want to
discourage people from exer-
cising outdoors. Checking air
quality, choosing cleaner routes,
or easing off intensity on pol-
luted days can help you get the
most health benefits from your
exercise." .

In their section on limita-
tions, the authors noted that
the study was mostly conducted
in high-income countries, so
the findings might not apply
to low-income countries where
fine particle pollution is higher,
often exceeding 50 mg/m3. Other
limitations'included a lack of
data on indoor air quality as well
as participants’ diets.

However, a wide variety of
other factors were accounted for,
including income and education
levels, health behaviours such
as smoking, and the presence or
not of existing chronic, diseases..

AXy .o



