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THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF

KAMARUPA
Vol. 1II

CHAPTER I

THE BHAUMA DYNESTY IN EASTERN INDIA.,

The first volume of this work was published
nine years ago,but it was actually written more
than a year prior to the date of its publication.
Since then many stone and copper-plate ins-
criptions have come to light providing oppot-

unities for a fuller iavestigation into the

problems of the social and ethnological history
of Eastern India. What is the nucleus of the
Brahmaua and Kayastha communities of the
modern Kamarapa ? What indissoluble ties
bound th#m to the entire Eastern India from
time immeu:~rial ? It will be my endeavour
to answer thes. rnestions in the light of the
materials that are avaf'rablg now.

The aristocracy of modersi Ky :2rupa admit
(aly the influence of the culture of M‘%la on
their country, but the data which we nowRg-1

wvas a very close inter-relation hetween Kama-

New light
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¢ ‘sess conclusively prove that at one time theﬂ‘ld
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2 THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA,

rupa and Gauda-Vanga, Besides Gauda, Kama-
rupa entered into a very close association with
Udra and Kalinga, From the contemporary epi-
graphic records we come to know that the
Bhauma dynasty or the dynasty of Bhaga-
datta ruled for many years with absolute"
power not only over Pragjyotisa but also
over Gauda, Udra, Kalinga and Kogala.
The inscriptions found in many places in Orissa
contain accounts of their rule for over four
hundred years,

How the Bhauma dynasty ot Kamarupa
extended its sway first to Gauda and then to -
the whole of Orissais a story which no one

The Bhauma has yet attempted to tell, Itis essential that
dynasty i there should be an enquiry into the principles
E?:;ei:l of social ethics that were evolved as a result
of the merging of the manners, customs,

usages and culture that were prevalent among

the upper classes of the several countries that

came under the rule of the Bhauma dynasty.

A discussion-of this subject will make it clear

how the earlier standards of society were
considerably modified not only in Kamarupa

but also in Gauda and Kalinga and how the

various communities of Kamarupa and

Orissa still bear the stamp of tb " age of
cultural union. "
1 N, \catern / The emergence of Bhaskarav;vrma the Lord
'y Yataon  OF Pragjyotisa, mg#ky 2 new era in the
.ve of history Of/ -~ %tern India, It is necessary to
8,95 of survey Mo political condition and to note the

e ““"“'ﬁ'gg“ge ,,f,nal divisions ot the country before the

‘ .

ll@ﬁ CYA 1 b twee

ot T fgise of Bhaskaravarma. Sometime hetween

wagnets 4336 and 645. A.D. the Chinese traveller
e &5
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Yuang Chuang visited Eastern India. It was
then divided into the following provinces :
1. Magadha 5,0001i | 6. Kamargpa, more
2, Irira or Hiranya- than 10,000 1i
parvata 3,000 li | 7. Samatata 3,000 li
3, Champz 4,000 li | 8. Tamralipti 1,400 li
4. Kayangala 2,0001i | 9 Karpasuvarna 4,450l
5. ‘Pundravardhana 10, Ugra 7,000 li
: 4,000 1i | 11. Kongoda 1,000 li
At the time of Emperor Harsavardhana,
the first five out of the above eleven provinces
were held by the Guptas, Kamarupa was ruled

by Bhaskaravarma  of the Bhagadatta or_

Bhauma dynasty, Samataia or East Bengal

by Rajabhata and Karna-suvarpa or the

Ragha country, Kongoda or Kalinga and
Udra were the dominions of the king Sadanka.

In the Harsa.charita we find a General
called Sifihanada  speaking to  Harsa-
_vardhana as follows-:—

“M3 (FAPIR NS WLAE  BRNTTIRIEIAS b
AwAHR el AFtSAAT AW (ITMAGAIER (4T3 )°

‘Lord - Rajyavardhana has been mur-
dered by Narendra a wicked  serpent
of Gauda’ The Chinese traveller Yuang
Chuang gives the tollowing account of the
murder of Rajyavardhana—*After the death of
Prabhskaravardhana, Rajyavardhana ( the
elder brother of Harsavardhana} ascending
the throne ably governed his territories. At
this time Saganka, the king of Karnasuvarna
was reigning over Eastern India. His ministers
used to warn him that evil would befall his
kingdom'if the province situatated at its bounda-

ries came to be ruled by a virtnous hing.

Narendra

Gupta and

Sasanka

Deva,




THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA

Thereupon he invited Rajyavardhana to his
kingdom, There the latter was assassinated.”
According to the testimony of Harsa-charita,
already referred to, Rajyavardhana met his
death at the hands of Narendra, the ruler of
Gauda, whereas the Chinese pilgrim tells us
that he was treacherously put to death by
Saganka, king of Karnasuvarva, The Following
words, uttered by Bhandi, occur in another
place in Harsa-charita :—

“oragIe T (R WG wdatsl 5 9IS
Fega” . ;
‘When the godlike Rajyavardhana was
transported to the abode of the Immor-
tals, Kugasthala or Kanauj was occu-
pied by a person bearing the name Gupta’
In the opinion of the late R: D, Banerjee
Saganka was a scion of the Gupta dynasty and
a son of Mahssena Gupta and was also known
as Narendra Gupta . But the inscriptions
and the coing,discovered up till now,do not fur-
nish any evidence in support of the theory that
Narendra Gupta and Saggnka were one and the
same person .2 We do not come across the

(1) Banglar ltihasa, Vol. I1, pp. 104-105.

(20 R, D, Banerjee goes still further to say—‘Vina-
bhatta expected favours from the royal family of Sthanesvara
and Yuang Chuang obtanied presents and various kinds of
help from Harsavardhana. Bésides, the Chinese traveller
was a sworn enemy of the Brahmins. For these reasons his
account of the death of Rajyavardhana is untrustworthy.
Most probably Sasanka attacked Rajyavardhana with a

':. large army and after having defeated him made him a

prisoner and put him to death” {Banglar 1tihas,
'Vel. 11 -p, 107),But the two copper-plate inscriptions of Harsa-
. vardhdna state as follows :—
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title ‘Gupta’ or the name “Narendra” along
with the name 'Saganka’ in the Rohtasgarh
seal of Saganka, the Copper-plate inscription
of his Mahzsamanta Madhavavarman or in
" any of his scions, He has always been men-
tioned as Saganka Deva,

The distinguished orientalist Dr, Bahler says,
“In one of the Manuscript copies of the ‘‘Harsa.
charita the name of the murderer of Rzjyavar-
dhana is given as Narendra Gupta®?,

The king ot Malava had killed Rsjyavar-
dhana’s brother-inlaw Grahavarms, the Mau-
khari chief and made his ssister Razjyasri a
prisoner, On receipt of the news Rajyavar-
dhana marched forth with 10000  quick-
footed soldiers and defeated the king of
Mslava. It was probably at this time that
Narendra Gupta, the king of Gauda, appar-
ently seeking the friendship of the victorious
Rajyavardhana invited him to his camp and
put him to death at the counsel of Saganka
Deva, who was his principal Szmanta, From
a study of the Harsa-charita we come to
know that on ascending the throne, Harsa-
vardhana regarded it as his first and foremost
duty to pursue his brother’s murdererand to

[

“BeateT fedrsl fafge) x4 T3 Agtat fam
atdtgfgasa wIifeears AviET 161"
‘Rajyavardhan lost his life at the residence of his enemy
for the fulfilment of his promise’ This contempory evidence
bears out the statements of the Chinese pilgrim and

Vanabhatta, The Chinese pilgrim was never an enemy of the i
Brahmins. If it were so Bhaskaravarma who was a friend of =~
the Brahmins: could never have regarded him in such deep i

esteem as he did.
(3) Epigraphia Indica, Vol. 1. p. 77~




Sasanka’s
rule.
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seek out his sister. The throne of Kanauj
probably remained vacant after the death of
the Maukhari king Grabavarman, The lines,
quoted from Harsa-charita show that
Kanauj was seized by Narendra Guptaafter the
murder of Rajyavardhana. His friend Sasinka
Deva was at that time ruling over Magadha
as a feudatory chief. This is evident from
the seal of Sagapka Deva found in Rohtasgarh®.

Harsavardhana first recovered Kanauj
by defeating and killing Narendra Gupta,
who was the murderer of his brother, He
then assumed sovereignty and founded an era
which was known by his name, ;

Saganka Deva’s rule was at first confined to
Karnasuvarna, The region extending from
Magadha to Pupdravardhana the territory
lying to the west of the Karatoys and the
north of the Ganges belonged to Narendra
Gupta., But when having murdered Rijya-
vardhana Narendra Gupta seized the throne
of Kanauj with the hope of becoming an
emperor, the administration and control of the
territories situated between Magadha and Pun-
dravardhana must have been vested in Sainka,
After the death ot Narendra Gupta all these
dominions were annexed to hiskingdom, Not only
(Gauga but also Ugra, Kalinga and South Kogala
came under his sway: and the rulers of these °
places were reckoned as his vassals. In the
copper-plate inscriptions of Madhavaraja of

x-f"_a_,’.the year 300 of the Gupta Era, Sasanka Deva
. has been described Msharsjadhiraja and as

Frdds

" (4) Fleet’s Gupta lnscripiions', p- 283,
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“sgaFimfaaAfcmeal- i a-rqefafcessd wwwar
or the lord of the “whole universe including
the four seas, the islands, the mountains and
the cities® In this inscription Mgdhavarzja
though declaring hlmself the Lord o* Kalinga
regards his allegiance to Saganka as a matter
of pride .* This gives sufficient indication
of the extent of Sgganka’s power, We are justi-
fied in concluding that from the year 606 A D,
in which Narendra Gupta was defeated and
killed by Harsa to 620 A, D, Sasanka Deva
was the acknowledged ruler over the whole
of Eastern India, The fact that Saganka was
not connected with the Gupta dynasty by any
ties of relationship is proved by the evidence
furnished by his seals and coins, The coins stam-
ped by the earlier as well as the later Guptas all
bear the image of the goddess Kamalg but the
coins of Saganka are marked on one side with
the figure of Siva mounted on a bull and on
the other with that of Kamals seated on a
lotus,® - This shows that the Guptas were
the followers of the Vaispava religion while
Safanka was an adherent of Saivism.
The image of the Kamalz stamped on one
side of the coins of Saganka signity that th
dominions of the Guptas had now passed into
his hands, Though we are only familiar with
the story of Saganka’s hostility to the Buddhist
religion, the splendid architectural monuments,
relies of which still exist at Khiching and

(s) Epigraphia Indica Vol. 1V, p, 143,

(6) British Museum Catalogue of Indian Coins, Guctn
Dynasty, pp. 147-486,

Sasanka
not a
member of
the Gupta
dynasty,
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Benusagar in the hilly regions lying in the
southern part ot Mayurbhanja bear testimoney
to his great devotion to the Saiva faith, He
brought the Sakadvipi Brihamanas belonging
to the ten gotras to the Radha country where
they settled down under his patronage .”

The rise of Saganka frightened even the

. mighty Bhaskaravarma, the king of Kamarupa,
\/&o‘é Vapabhatta’s Harsa-charita we get the
ollowing interesting story s—

‘When Harsavardhana arrived in Gauda
with a powerful force Bhaskaravarms sent a,
messenger with{ various presents to him, The
message whiek was delivered runs as follows :—
The Lord of Pragjyotisa has taken a vow
that he would never bend his head before any
one except the feet of Siva, This vow can be
tulfilled in either of the three ways, viz,Conquest
of the whole world, 2nd Death or Alliance
with such a powerful King as Harsadeva,
Harsavardhana accepted the presents of Bhas-
karavarms and there grew up a deep abiding
friendship between them,

(7) Banger Jatiya Itihasa, Brahmana kanda, Part 1v, p86,

(8) 1nthe Rajanyakandalhave said that Sasanka Deva
was overpowered and the king of Gauda killed, as a result
of the combined attack of the two potentates. But on an
analysis of the sequence of events it now appears to me
that no friendship between Harshavardhana and Bhaskar-
varma existed at the time of the Emperor’s campaign
against Narendra Gupta. When after the fall of Narendra
Gupta, Sasanka Deva, assuming the title of the paramount
ruler established his sway over the whole of Eastern India
ecept Kamarupa, Bhaskaravarma forming an alllance with
Harsavardhana marched forth in order to - defeat his

*"w powerful adversary,
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Harsha attacked Sasanka from the western
side, while Bhzskaravarmg led the attack on the
eastern side, Harassed by such powerful
antagonists on both sides Sasanka sought
shelter in the hilly regions of Mayurbhanja,
R, D. Banerjee says, ‘In a later stage of
the battle with Harsha, Sasanka probably
obtained help from the Chalukya king Pula-
kesi II by whom the former was defeated.”?
This statement is not supported by any evi-
dence,

Harshavardhan was defeated by Pulakesi?®
in about 620 A, D, when Sasinka was still
ruling,’! It may be presumed that having
met with reverses in the South Harsha set
out to conquer the FEast with the help of
Bhaskaravarma. The fight between Harsha and
Sasinka probably took place between 621
and 625 A, D, Though at an earlier stage of the
fight Sasanka lost the portion of his kingdom
which was situated between Magadha and
Karnasuvarna, he continued to rule for some-
time over Kalinga and Kosala, Afterwards
being defeated in a battle he died in Kalinga,
After the overthrow of his enemy Harsha
became the Emperor of Northern India, Mean-
while, Pulakesi was advancing towards the
North with a vew to conquer Kalinga and
Kosala and thereby reduce the power of
Harsha, We find this in the Aihole inscription

(9) Banglar Itihasa, Vol. 11, p, 109.

(10) V.A.L, Smith, Early History of India, 3rd Edition,
P. 340. s
(11) Epigraphia Indica, Vol VI, p, 6,

2

Harsha
and
Pulakesi.
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of Pulakesi Harsha was probably absent

‘from Kalinga when it was attacked by

Pulakesi, The long war with Harsha under
the leadership of Sasznka had severely taxed
the resources of Kalinga and consequently it

failed to offer an effective resistance to the

invader, But Pulakesi’s occupation of the

place was, like the ravages of the Marithas
in Bengal, only . temporary, At the news ' of
Pulakesi’s expedition Harsha hurriedly came
to Kalinga and was able to regain possession of
it. It is superfluous to say that on this occasion
also Bhiskaravarmj rendered valuable help to
his friend./ At the time when Harsha was busy
setting up a stable government in Kalinga the
Chinese pilgrim Ygan Chuang was enjoying
the hospitality of Bhaskaravarms at his
capital in Kamarapa. While returning from
Kongoda Harsha came to learn that the great
Chinese scholar had been staying as an

honoured guest at the Court of Bhiskaravarma,
From the* account of the Chinese pilgrim’s
travels we obtain the following information :—

*At this time king Silsditya was in a
district Ka-chuon-kila (Kayangal). He had been
on an expedition to a country called Kung-yu-ta
(Kongoda) and on his way back to Kanauj to
hold a great Buddhist Council there: Hearing
of the Chinese pilgrim at the court of king
Kumara, he sent a summons to the latter to
repair to him with his foreign guest. Kumdra
replied with a refusal saying that the king
could have his head but not his guest. “I
trouble you for your head,” came the

prompt reply, Thereupon Kumira became

R —
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submissive and proceeded with the pilgrim and
a great retinue to join Siladitya,”??2

Near Kayangal or the modern Rajmahal
Bhaskaravarms met Harshavardhana accom-
panied by the Chinese pilgrim. They then
parted, Bhaskaravarma proceeding along the
northern coast and Harsavardhana along the
southern coast. They were united at Kanauj
where a grand Buddhist Council and a splendid
festival had been organised by the Emperor,
The Chinese pilgrim was also present, At the
invitation of Harsha 20 princes belonging to
different parts of India attended the festival.
A golden image of Buddha was carried amid
a procession of 300 elephants accompanied by
Harsha and the twenty kings. Dressed like
Sakra or Indra, Harsha held an umbrella over
the golden image, while Bhiskaravarmsi, in the
guise of Brahms followed with a Chamara in
his hand. The latter probably dressed himself
like Brghmana, as he was generally known as a
Brihmana. This grand festival was celebrated
in spring in the year 644 A. D, After it was
over, Harshavardhana came to Praysga and
performed the danasagara, Among those
who attended the ceremony there were
Bhaskaravarms accompanied by the Chinese
pilgrim, and the twenty kings already mentioned
as well as a large number of holy men. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, the attendant
Princes were all honoured according to their
respective status, It was probably on this occa-

sion that Bhaskaravarms obtained from the

(12) Watters,On Yuan Chuang’s Travels in 1ndia, Vol. L.
P 349.

11
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THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA .

Emperor, as a token of the latter’s great
regard for him, the provinces of Gauda, Kalinga,
Ugra and Kosala. If this presumption is correct
Bhiskaravarms was installed an the throne of
Karnasuvarna in 646 or 647 A, D. From the
inscriptions on the copper-plate which he issued
trom Karnasuvarna making grants of lands to

a large number of Brshmanas we learn that he
resided in this part of his kingdom for'a consi-
derable period of time.?® The inscription tells
us that during Bhaskaravarma’s stay in
Karvasuvarra a number of Brihmavas came
there and represented the following case before
Maharija Jyeshtha Bhadra:—‘Mahirija Maha-
Bhata Varma, the great-great-grand-father of
Bhaskaravarms, had made grants of lands to
someBrshmanas, but on account of theloss of the
copper-plate the officers of the State had procee-
ded to assess taxes on those lands. They there-
fore prayed that the grant might be renewed.’
A new copper-plate grant was accordingly issued

(13) Mr, R, D. Banerjee does not agree that Bhaskara-
varma lived in the Rarha country for a long time, Accor-
ding to him, Bhaskaravarma held Karnasuvarna in occupa-
tion only temporarily, in the course of his protracted war
with Sasanka and the Nidhanpur Copper-plate grant men-
tioned above belongs to this period,(Bangalar Itihasa,Vol.11,
p. 112)) Mr. Banerjee writes, “The king of Kamarupa
being defeated by Sasanka sought help from Thanesvar,
Afterwards Sasanka was defeated by the combined forces of
Harsha and Bhaskaravarma. Yuang Chuang visited Karna-

# suvarna sometime between 636 and 639 A, D. Sasanka was

not then alive.(Banglar 1tihasa, vol. 11, pp 108 and 109.) The
view that Bhaskaravarma sought the help of Harsha after
having sustained defeatat the hands of Sasankais not sup-
ported by any evidence and is based entirely on imagination
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in the names of the surviving descendants and
successors of those Brahmanas to whom the
gifts had been originally made. {From the

above it is quite evident that Bhiskaravarmi
lived in Karpasuvarya for a long time as the
Brahmanas would not have taken the trouble of
travelling all the way from their distant homes
mentioned in the inscription if it were possible
for them to realise their object at the capital
of Kamarapa.’

The Chinese traveller Yuang Chuang visited

the capital of Kamargpa at the invitation of
Bhaskaravarma in 642 A, D. They both attend-
ed the famous festival of Kanauj in 644. A, D.
Shortly after this Bhaskaravarma was installed
on the throne of Karnasuvarna.

The Emperor Harsha died in 648 A. D. After

1o
Wi

his death there were scrambles fprjllﬁ_..brone e

Am,_iﬁggwgge_l:&miﬂazsha sei he throne
tried to get himself acknowledged as the

Emperor, He was, however, vanquished by a
powertul Chinese army led by a Chinese General
who had come at the invitation of Madhava

Gupta and Bhaskaravarma in 649 or 650 A, D.
In the Chinese chronicles Bhaskaravarms
~ has been styled the Lord of Eastern India.

Needless to say, under the influence of

Bhiskaravarmi and his successors, the social
customs, practices, education, culture and even
the la gua ges in Kamarapa, Gauda and Kalinga
tended/to be similar, Though the social struc-
ture of Gauga underwent profound changes as
a resylt of the great influence which the
Virenira and Raghiya Brzhmanas came to

y
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exercise over it in a later age the civilization
and even the languages of Kamarapa and
Kalinga are still reminiscence of the close asso-
ciation which existed at one time between these
two provinces. Another reason for this is to
be seen in the influence which the Bhauma
dynasty of Kamargpa exercised over Kalinga
even in a subsequent age.

”

" From what has been said it is clear that

The
prosperity
of
Kamarupa.

Kimariipa’s association with the Ridha country
dates from the time of King Bhiskaravarmas,
The Chinese pilgrim visited the capital of |
Kzmarapa at the invitation of Bhaskaravarma,
He was struck with admiration at the sight of
the numerous temples which stood there. In his
time it enjoyed the reputation of being a centre
of learning. ‘‘Students from all parts of India
came here and received education in the various
Sastras,”” We may conclude that the prosperous
condition of Kimarapa of which the Chinese
pilgrim has drawn such a brilliant picture had
been in existence long before the time of his
visit.}* We find in the Nidhanpur copper-plate
inscription ot Bhaskaravarma that during the
reign of Maha.bhatavarma or Bhativarma,
Rigvedi, Yajurvedi, Ssmavedi and Atharvavedi
Brihmanas of various denominations lirved in
the Agrahara of Mayuréslmala wijich was
granted by him and which was situateed in his
territory called Chandrapuri. The nu\mber of
these Brahmanas, deeply versed in the) Vedas,
who were thus settled by King Malabhiti-
i
(14) The Bocial History of Kamarups, Vol. I, p-$154.

}
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varmi was not small, There is no doubt that
they were called for the purpose of dissemina-
ting the knowledge of the Sastras. In the
Agrahira mentioned above they lived for
generations. When in course of time the
original copper-plate was destroyed the officers
of the State proceeded to levy taxes on the
lands. Thereupon the descendants of the
grantees came to Karpasuvarna and explained
- their case to Maharaja JyeshthaBhadra, who
was the officer<in-charge there. The new copper-
' plate which was issued by Bhaskaravarma at
the request of Maharaja Jyeshtha Bhadra has been
discovered at Nidhanpur in the district of

Sylhet. This is known as the Nidhanpur! :
copper-plate of Bhaskaravarma, In the first}’
volume of this work, the English translation ¥

of a portion of the text relating to the royal
- dynasty has been published, I have not
dealt there with the portion of the text in
which there is a description of the various
. classes of Brahmauas who received the grants.
. But as a matter of fact this is the most impor-
. tant section of the inscription as it throwsa
- flood of light on the problems connected with
. the history of castes and sects in Eastern India.
| AslIconsider this to be very important I have
. reproduced in Appendix A Pandit Padmanath
Bhattacharyja’s reading of the text.}?
Most of the surnames held by Brzhmanas
belonging to the various gotras and schools of
. Vedas which are mentioned in the Nidhanpur
. plate recur in the copper-plate inscription of
' Maharaja Lokanatha of the seventh century,

(15) Vide appendix A at the end of this chapter,
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Mr. Radhagovinda Bassks who deciphered
the above inscription, makes the following
observation :—

“Another significant fact that may be brought
to notice here is that in this plate, which we
take to have belonged to the age of anarchy
(matsya-nysya) in Bengal, i, e, the time after the
death of Harsha and before the rise of the Pala
Kingdom in the eighth century, we do not find
even a latent allusion to Buddhism, although
the Psla kings themselves were Saugatas
(Buddhists), From the accounts of the Chinese pil-
grim Hiuen Chuang (Watters, Vol II, p, 186) we
learn that during this time he could find no sign
of Buddhism in Ksmarupa, We cannot possibly
connect the plate with any of the Kzmarup
Kings of that time, We have seen that the
ancestors of Lokanstha were devotees of San-
kara and that his own Brshmana maha-
samanta Pradosh Sarman (the grantee) wished
to set up an image of Ananta-Nirzyapa. The
prevalenee of Brghmanic influence in Eastern
India at the time can be rightly inferred also
from the mention in this inscription of the
sacred fires, Pauranic deities, Brshmanas versed
in the four Vedas, etc. also from the fact that
the Bryhmapas could be Symanta chiefs,” !¢

“The date of the grant is stated to have
been in the 44th year (1. 29.) which we have
taken to refer to the Harsha era, i. e, ascorres-
ponding, therefore, to 650 A. D—only two
years after the death of the Emperor Harsha.
Historians take Aditya-sena of the later Gupta

(16) Epigraphia Indica, Vol, XV, p. 306.
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dynasty to have ruled Eastern India atter
Harsha’s death, Are we then to suppose that
Lokanstha, who is described as only a nripa
(V. 7) and uses the little of Kumaramatya was a
feudatory chief under Aditya-sena of Magadha ?
We know  that Kumaramatya was a
technical title, used during and after the Gupta
period, not only with regard to ministers, but
also with regard to feudatory chiefs, So it is
not unlikely that Lokanitha owed his allegi-
ance to Adityasena or some other sovereign of
later Gupta dynasty, Who is the paramegvara
(paramount sovereign), referred to in verse 7,
and described as having lost a large number of
soldiers in a battle ? It seems plausible to
suppose that this paramegvara was Loka-
natha’s own liege-lord, who must have sent an
army to help his feudatory, who, as we know
from verse 9, had to fight against another
nripa, named Jivadhirana described as having
made over to Lokanstha his own province and
army by giving up battle, It seems that
Jivadhirana occupied Lokanatha’s land.,

“From the use of the title nripa only it seems
that like Lokangtha, this Jivadharana also was
a local chief in some part of Eastern India,
This local chiet gave up war against Loka-
natha, perhaps because the latter obtained
royal charter (Sripatta) from his sovereign.”

The following genealogical chart is based

on the copper-plate inscription of Maharaja
Lokangtha :—

1%
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..ngtha (an adhimabaraja)

Sringtha (a Szmanta)

S I
Bhavaratha (A brother)

A son married Gotradevi

| I
Lokangbha (Karana)  Daughter of Kegava (Para-
(Feudatory chief) §ava) who married Ashtaika,
daughter of Vira (good
Lakshminitha (Dataka) Brahmana) who was ‘a son
of Sthavara (described a8
Dvijavara),

From the inscription of Lokangtha it would
appear that a Samanta chief named Jivadharana
pccupied his land, Lokanatha probably succeeded
in defeating him, His liege-lord probably Jaya-
tufiga Varms, pleased at his valour, made him a
king by granting him a royal charter. Of course
his ancestor (great-great-grandfather) was styled
Adhimahsraja or overlord. The portion of the
inscriptién which refers to the date isindistinct
and faded. According to Mr, Basskha’s reading,
the third line of the inscription on the back of
the plate runs as follows :— Y 5Tl
fagste, AW FIGAANCA. Evidently this cannot
mean only 44 years, The blank signifies that
the number of years as it stands now was
originally prefixed by figures showing either
one hundred years or two hundred years, As
the letters in this inscription correspond with
those used in the copper-plate inscriptions of
Bhaskara Varma a and Emperor Harshvardhana, the
aate _of Lokanstha’s inscription should be the

o T G e NS
already shown tﬁaf B}j ‘skara Varma got asa grant



THE BHAUMA DYNASTY IN EASTERN INDIA

from the Emperor Harsha the provinces of
Gamé; and Kgg_a}la and that in 649
ormTﬁf “shortly after the death of
Harsha he was known to the these Emperor
as “Lord of Eastern India”” From the copper-
plate grant made by Bhaskara Varma, while he
was in Karpasuvarpa, it is clear, that he resided
here for a long time, This was the reason why
the descendants ot the grantees had to under-
take the long and arduous journey from Chandra-
puri Vishaya. There can be no doubt that
Bhaskara Varma’s period of ascendancy extended
at least up to the year 650 A.*D. He therefore
appears to have been succeeded by Jayatufiga
Varms, liege-lord of Raja Lokanatha,

Inthe copper-plate grant of Lokanztha his great-
great-grandfather has been styled ‘Adhimaharjja’
or Sovereign, This makes us think that when
after the downfall of the Gupta Empire, Dharms-
ditya, Gopachandra, Samsacharadeva and other
chiefs established themselves as independent
rulers, the ancestor of Lokangtha also succeeded
in asserting his sovereignty in his territory
called Suvvafiga. Apparently this position could
not be maintained for a long time. His stcces-
sors were all described as Symantas, From what
has been said above there cannot, I think, be
any objection against the view that Rajs
Lokangtha was a feudatory chiet under Bhaskara-
Varms’s successor Jayatufiga Varms. Mr, Baszkh
says, ‘from the accounts of the Chinese
pilgrim Hiuen giang we learn that during this
time he could find no sign ot Buddhism in

19
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this view, We need not bhe surprised that
Maharaja Lokangtha was under the influence ot
Kamarapa when it is remembered that he ruled
as a feudatory chief under Bhaskara Varma or his
successor, The jungly tract containing the
lands which he granted tothe Brahmana has been
called by the name ‘Suvvafiga.’ In the copper-plate
inscription there is a reference to Lokanstha’s
fight with Jayatufiga Varma who was probably
liege-lord and successor of Bhiskara Varma,

HAWhile the Nidhanpur plate of Bhaskara Varms
mentions the names, surnames and gotras of thel
grantees as also the respective Vedas to which
they belonged, Lokanatha’s inscription provides
us with only the names and surnames of the
Brghmanas who obtained lands from him, It
however mentions the Agastya gotra of Pradosha
Sharmy at whose instance the grant was made
and records the names ot his ancestors up to
the fourth generation.

Though the surnames mentioned in Bhaskara
Varma’s plate are above 26, they include more
than fitty families. If the gotras and the different
Vedas are taken into consideration, Lokanatha’s
inscription refer to forty families,

The question now arises, where did Loka-
nztha rule ? It isdifficult to answer the question
with the help of the inscription only, The 8th
§loka of the copper-plate runs as follows : —

- “fafretfEerentagst: Aearaatea] e
AT Igee It WA LA
TATH] SISHIFANC A7; @eHisiifefare

MH) Dfsfaqimrstiosesl faeiezses: 1”
- From the above gloka. it appears that
Lokanatha was compelled to engage himself in a
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war with his liege.lord Jayatufiga Varma, But
later on there was reconciliation between them
and this was rendered possible by hisable states-
manship. We may ask, who is this Jayatufiga
Varms ? The distinguished orientalist A,
Foucher refers to an image found in Samatata
called Jayatufiga-Lokanatha in his “L’ Icono-
graphie Bouddhique’ *”

"We know that the copperplate of
Rajz Lokanatha was recovered from the
district of Tipperah which formed part of
Samatata. We may suppose that the image
of Jayatufiga-Lokanatha was: erected at the
spot which witnessed the union bhetween
Lokanstha and Jayatufiga Varma, It may also
be that Jayatufiga set up an image of the deity
Lokanatha or Avalokitedvara which became
subsequently known as Jayatufiga-Lokanatha.
Whatever the fact may be, the site of the image
of Jayatufiga-Lokanatha and the place from
which the copper.plate was recovered both
point to the conclusion that the territory over
which Rajs Lokanstha ruled formed part of
Samatata, We find the earliest mention of

the name Samatata in the Vryihatsamhita by
Varshamihira. Beforehim Samatata was known
as Pravafiga, The word ‘Suvvafiga’ mentioned in
the copper-plate inscription ot Lokanstha appears
to be a corrupt torm of wsww (Subhavafiga).
Though the image of Jayatufiga-Lokanatha
seems to indicate the existence of a connection
with Buddhism the copper-plate of Lokangtha
bears testiniony to the predominance of the
Brzhmanic influence. Prot. Basgkh truly remarks,
“A remarkable fact gathered from this inscrip-

His king-
dom & part
of Samatata’

Predomin-
ance of
Brahmanic
influence.

(17) Vide L’ [coqao sraphie Bouddhiqus de I Tnde, p. 108,

s
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tionis thatin ancient timeseven a Brzhmaua like

Pradosha Sarma could rise to the dignity ofa

Mahssymanta by the strength of his arm.”?*
From the above copper-plate grant we learn

“ that in the 7th century A. D, preparations were

Evidence
of inter-caste
marriage.

‘made for establishing one hundred Brahmanas

in Samatata by clearing the jungles, We further:
learn that inter-caste marriage was in vogue at
this time, The following translation from the above
coppet-plate will illustrate this statement :—
(Verse 1.) Victorious is Safikara, by whom
evils are destroyed and who avoided Kama (the
God ot Love) out of anger (?), (the God) whose
image (is)......in all cetemonies.....and who for
the three worlds’ attainment of the happiness
ot stability divided his own person into eight
torms, in each ot which his greatness with
regard to lordship, etc, was equally (present),
(V, 2) There was a prosperous king, sprung
from the good family of the sage Bharadvija

....natha, whose sanctified and brilliant consecra-

tion was performed on his head by means of a
shower of dust from the lotus-feet of Sambhu,
a king, of highly known tame, having right to
(the use of) the majestic title of adhi-maharaja
(or maharajsdhirszja) who for the destruction
of (his) mundane existence exterminated his
sins.

(V.38.) Of that high-souled person, who
was an abode of virtues, the noble son, the
great feudatory chief (Samanta), Srinatha, of
known prowess, who had gained in battle the
wealth of valour, who was the chief vehicle of
virtuous deeds, and who, like Bhagavan, could

(18) Epigraphia Indiea, Vol, XV, p, 305,
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repel mistortunes by means of the delegates
of his own supremacy, was a hero who display-
ed in this earth all attainable feats,

(V. 4.) This 'tccomphshed son also Bhava-

natha by name whose one thought was to -

cross the waters of the ocean of existence,
transferred his rule to his brother’s accom-
plished son, and himself became glorious like a
rishi,

(V.5) By him was begotten, for the conti-
nuation of the family, an excellent son, by his
worthy (wife) Gotradsvi, as greatly glorious
as the greatness of the family (herself) who
was bright with the ornament of fidelity to her
supporting lord, and who took her birth from
Ashtayiks (her mother),

(V. 6) Of whom the mother’s (Gotradevi’s)
father’s grandfather was the prominent
Brshmana named Sthivara; the respected
(maternal) great-grandfather was the chiet
Brahmana called Vira; the grandfather was

the Paragava Kegava, virtuous and noble, held
in high esteem by the good, who, being placed

in charge of the army, was-in touch with the
| king, a famous man,

(V.7.) That daughter’s son ot Kedava was
k1ng Lokanatha, who was accomplished, who
had always truth for his only friend, whose
army was victorious by reason of the intellect
of his counsellor, the great sword shining on
his postlike arms, and whose horses were the
undisguised essence of great strength ; aganist
\him large armies of the paramsivara (supreme
iruler) were many times discomfited.

(V.8,) ‘In obstinate battle with- Jayatufiga

28



24,

THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA

varsha'? he showed his readiness. He is expert
in the matter of prescribing the right course to
seekers ( of instruction ) in policy; his subjects
are always pleased, and he is happy in making
friendship : this man of many qualities, dear
to the learned, a resort to good people, and
prone to (doing) wuniversal good, of sharp

intellect, has achieved majesty and prosperity.

(V.9.) Thus reflecting, having the object of °
his action well settled in accordance with the
advice of his trusted (men), king Jivadhirana
relinquished battle and gave awdy to that
Karana (Lokanatha), who obtained a royal
charter (patta), his own territories (Vishaya)
along with his army (sadhana),’’29

"We gather the following information from
above ; Lokanatha’s ancestor Adhimaharsja
was born in the Bharadvaja Gotra. Hisson

was Samanta Sringtha, Srinatha’s son was
Bhavanjstha ; Bhavanstha’s nephew was the
tather of Lokanstha. Lokanatha’s mother
was Gotra devi. Her mother’s name was
Ashtayika and her father (Lokanatha’s maternal
grandfather) was Kedava, Kedava was a
Paragava and was “virtuous and able, held in
high esteem by the good, who, being placed in
charge of the army, was in touch with the
king, a famous man,”’ Kegava’s tather Vira and
Vira’s father Sthavara have been praised as
Dvija-sattama and Dvijavara respectively,
both the terms meaning the best of the twice-

{(19) Correct reading of the original plate is ‘varma’.

(20) Consult Appendix B for the facsimile and readmg
of the copper-plate grant of Liokanatha,
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born, Subsequently Rijs Lokanatha has been
described as Karana.
ey wor) IATAL AT AT, AeGaite sty Reta ey
It will, theretfore, be observed that Raja Loka-
nstha’s maternal grandfather was Paradava,
but he was regarded as twice-born while his
great-grandfather and the latter’s father
were highly respected Brshmanas, In Vapsabhatta’s
Harshacharita which was written sometime
before, we find that the author’s father Chitra-
bhanu was a Ssgnika Brghmapa, Vinabhatta was
his son by his Brzhmana wife and Chandrasena
and Majatrisena were his other sons by his
Sndra wife, Vavabhatta calls ther: his Paragava
brothers, This proves that in his time marriage
between different caste was not uncommon, We
also find that there was not much orthodoxy in
religious matters, Rija Lokanatha wasa devotee
Wl of Siva, But his Mahgsamanta Pradosha Sarms
8 who was an ardent believer in Vaishnavism
{| obtained his permission to set up an image of
Ananta-Narayana and settled more than one
hundred Brshmanas in the jungly tract of land
vithin the territory of Raja Lokanatha.2?}
Again, we find, JayatufigaVarms though born
Df the Brahmanic Bhauma dynasty as will be
proved from the account of the Bhauma
lynasty of Orissa, had a deep faith in
ddhism to which the image of Lokanztha
ears testimony., This toleration in religious
natters had been in evidence since the time of
arshavardhana, The Emperor though a Buddhist
franted lands to Brahmagas by issuing copper-

i (21) Consult Appendix B for the facsimile aund reading
the copper-plate grant of Liokanatha
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plates and was attached by ties of personal
friendship to Bhaskara Varms who was a devout
Saiva, The contemporary inscriptions all
contain evidence to prove that matrimonial
connections existed between princes belonging
to Saiva, Szkta, and Buddhist creeds,

BhiaskaraVarma’slong copper-plate grantand
also copper-plate grant of Lokanztha discloses
the fact that through out the empire of Harsha-
vardhana attempts were made to revive the
cult of Brahmanas and settle Brshmana families
by granting them lands although the Emperor
himselt was a Buddhist, Both the Adhirzjas or
the independent rulers and the Samantas or
the feudatory chiefs owning only nominal alle-
giance to them but their support to this move-
ment. Not only these rulers but also the Buddhist
princes of the Bhauma dynasty ruling over
Kalinga and Kosala in alater age were actually
settling Bryhmanas in their territories,

Mr, J. C. Ghosh in his article on Viggkha
Datta, the author of the Mudrs Rzkshasa writes,—
“In some manuscripts of the Mudrs-Rakshasa,
the reading of Avanti Varma has been found in
the last line of the last §loka in place of
Chandragupta «x* Although the history is silent
about any descendants of Bhiskaravarms of
Kamarapa, the reference to the Vargha Avatsra
leads us to think that this Avanti Varms might
be the immediate descendant of Bhjskara-
varmg, who claimed his descent from the Vargha
Avatsra,22”

But from the account already given we find

(22) Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. XX VI,
(1930) p, 244

1
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that the paramount ruler Jayatufiga Varms
was on the throne before 663 A, D, Under the
circumstances Avanti Varmashould be a descen-
dant of Jayatufiga Varms and predccessor of
Sri Harshadeva of Bhagadatta line,

It may be surmised that the province ot

Magadha was granted to Madhava Gupta,ano-

ther friend of Harshavardhana, on the occassion

of the Danasagara ceremony at Pryyaga in the

same way as Karnasuvarna fell to the lot of

Bhaskara Varms, After the demise of Bhaskara Aditya-sena.

Varms, Adityasena, a son of Midhava Gupta

made an attempt to gain ascendancy in Arys-

varta by performing a horse-sacrifice, From the

inscription found at Apsad we learnthat Aditya

sena was alive in the 66th year of the Harsha

eraie 671 or 672 A D, His grandson Jivita

Gupta was the last of the Guptas, It is generally

believed that the Gupta dynasty come to an end

in the last quarter of the 7th century or the

first quarter of the 8th century, The Gauga-

vadha Kgvya by Vikpati contains the story of

the death of the Lord ot Magadha at the hands

of Yagovarms, This event probably took place Matrimonial

in 728 or 729 A D. On the other hand alliginces

from theinscriptions of Jayadevall the Lichchhavi _Petween
_ king of Nepal, we learn that his father Sivadeva late; i
| married the grand-daughter of the king Aditya- Bh:ga.t::.ta.
sena and the daughter of the Maukhari king dynasty
Grahavarmp and that he himself was married to and the
Rijyamati, the daughter of Sri-Harshadeva Licchavis.
styled the Lord of Gauga, Ujra, Kalinga and
W Kogala, In this inscription, Rajyamati has
been respectfully mentioned as a Princess belong.
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ing to the royal dynasty of Bhagadatta.23 From
the above inscription we learn that Jayadeva II
was alive in 759 A. D. Sri-Harshadeva ot
Bhagadatta line must have, therefore, been alive
at an earlier date,

Jivita Gupta died at the hands ot Yagovarms
sometime in 728 or 729 A, D, While returning
after his victory over the ruler of Magadha
he was conquered by  Lalitaditya, the
king of Kagshmira, The king of Gauda, probably
Sri Harshadeva, tried to win the favour
of Lalitaditya by presenting him with a
number of elephants. Lalitaditya invited
him to Kashmira and though he had taken' a
solemn vow before a god Parihzsakegava who
had a shrine in the city of Parihasapura that he
would never do any harm to his guest had him
murdered by a notorious ‘Trigrami’ 24

The news soon spread to Gauda and a number
of the faithtul servants of the late ‘king,
determined to avenge the death of their master
came to.Kashmira on the pretence of making a
pilgrimage to the sacred shrine of Szradspitha.
On arriving in Kzshmir they advanced towards
the temple ot Parihasa-Ke$ava with the object
ot wrecking it, The priests, on receiving the news
of their approach shut the gate of the temple.
Mistaking an adjoining silver temple of
Ramasvgmi for the temple of Parihish-Kegava
they destroyed it and schattered the image of
god to pieces, In the meantime the soldiers hurried
to the spot and surrounded them. When they

(23) “CNIGFRTTMAA T Dafrratagl |

Atel SArEIgTag AWM MWgE 17

Bhagavan Lal 1ndraji’s Inscriptions from Nebpal,
(24) Vide Rajatarangini, Chap. 4«
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were busy breaking the image of the god the
oldiers were cutting off their heads. But the
men of Gauda were unperturbed. One by one
they died at the hands of the enemies. How
great was their loyalty ! Kalhana, the famous
author of Rjjatarafigini referring to that event
Sremarked, ‘“What shall I say about the arduous
Jjourney from Gauga to Kzshmira! What the men
Wof Gauga did was even beyond providence,
#Even now the temple of Ramasvami lying
UWvacant, but the fame of those heroes of Gauda
“has spread to the whole Universe,”25

’ Vakpati’s work does not mention the name

loes Kalhana's Rsajatarafigini give us the name
of the king of Gauga who was killed by the
Trigrsmi at the instance of Lalitaditya, The
view is held by many scholars that Magahanatha
r the Lord of Magadha, who was defeated and
“killed by Yogavarma, the king of Kanauj, is no
‘Other than Jivita Gupta, the grandson of the
paramount lord Adityasena. What then is the
pame of the king of Gavga who was slain by the
“Trigrami ? In our opinion he is Sri-Harshadeva,
“"the lord of Gauga,Ugra,Kalifiga and Kogala, From
“"the large number of copperplate inscriptions
hat have been found in Kalifiga it appears that
dtter Bhjskara Varms, a certain relation of his
#iso came to rule over Gauga, Ugra and Kalinga
and he was reputed to be a member of the
hauma dynasty. We have seen that even the
r-famed Lichchhavi dynasty which had entered
ito matrimonial alliances with the Gupta

(25) “®7ifst gors o2 wagifa@tm=mg)
TR TN ARG A 472 17, (I slose )

Df ‘Magahanjtha’ or the lord of Magadha, neither

29

Jivita Gupta
and
Harshadeva



30

THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA

Emperor and the powerful Maukhari Ksha.
triyas, felt proud of a connection with Sri-
Harshadeva of the Bhagadatta dynasty.
The cause of this lies in the fact that their fame
and prestige had grown enormously on account
of the signal honour done to Bhaskara Varms
and the long rule which they enjoyed over
Gauga, Udra, Kalinga and Kogala, I am of the
opinion that from the time of Bhiskara Varms
to that of Sri-Harshadeva one member of the
Bhauma dynasty ruled over the western
portion of Eastern India and another over its
Eastern portion represented by Kamarupa.
In the first volume of this work I identified
Sri-Harshadeva as Sri Harisha, relying on the
copperplate-inscriptions of Vanamgladeva,
the ruler of Kamarapa in which the brother’s
Pralamba and Sri Harisha have been men-
tioned as the successors of Vijayastambha,
But it now appears to me that Sri Harisha
ruled in Kamargpa only. The date of Sri Harisha
is approximately 780 A. D, Sri-Harsha the king
of Gauga and father inlaw Jayadeva II flourished
betore 753 A. D. Hence Sri-Harshadeva the ruler
of Gauga, Ugra and Kalinga and Sri-Harisha
cannot be the same person.

After the death of Sri-Harsha (in 732-733A. D.)
Jayanta styled Adisura conquered Gauga and
the successor of the Bhauma king Sri Harshadeva
retired to Orissa, The Neulpur plate of
Subhakaradeva who was known as a scion of
the Bhauma dynasty, issued in the 8th year of
his rule records the grant oflandsto Brghmayas
trom Uttara Toshali.

R. D. Banerjee discussing the alphabet used
in this iascription has come to the conclusion
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that it is the Kayastha Nagari of the Eighth
century A. D,

Dr. Sylvan Levi in his article entitled “King
Subhakara of Orissa’’ Says :—

“Now at the end of the eighth century in
795 A. D, that is the 11th year of the period
Cheng-yuan (785-805) the Chinese Emperor
Se-tsang received as a token of image, on the
18th day of the eleventh month, an autograph
manuseript addressed to him by the king of
the realm of Wu-cha =Udra =Orissa (in Southern
India), who had a deep faith in Sovereign law,
and who followed the practice of Mahayana,
‘the fortunate monarch who does what is pure,
the lion’. It is not doubttul that the last word
wasa translation of the king’s name, ‘fortunate’
(Giles 909+4277) is the regular equivalent of
Sri ‘monarch,’ lion is the translation of a word
such as Sinha, here perhaps Kegari'......The
Manuscript presented to the Chinese Emperor
contained the last section of Avatafisaka, the
section treating of the practice and the vow ot
the Bodhisattva Samantabhadra; in other
words it was the Gandavyuha. In conclu-
sion Dr, Sylvan Levi says “the Chinese testimony
proves that for the name of king we must read

Sublhakara and not Subhakara as Mr. Banerjee
has done’2¢

It would appear trom above that Subhakara,
the king ot Kalinga and Kosala had friendly
relations with the Chinese Emperor, He was a
Mahgyana Buddhist and was reported to have
sent Avatafisaka to the Emperor of China, In
his copperplate inscription he has been described

(26) Epigraphia Indica, Voi, XV, p. 363-364.
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as the grandson of Maharidja Kshemafikaradeva,
who was a Saugata or a followers of Buddha
and as a son of MaharajaSivankaradeva, who was
also a Buddhist, He himself has been ealled a
Saugata. If we take 795 A, D, as the year of the
rise of king Subhakara, his grandfather Kshe-
mankara must have flourished 6o or 65 years
before this, I have already said that Harshadeva,
the Lord of Gauda, Ugra and Kalifiga was
murdered in Kashmira about 731-732 A. D. and
he has been described as having belonged to the
dynasty of Bhagadatta in the inscription of his
son-in-law Jayadeva II, the king of the
Lichchhavis, The dynasty of Bhagadatta
which ruled over Pragjyotisha was also known
as the Bhauma dynasty, We may, therefore,
take the king Kshemankara to be a successor
of Sri-Harshadeva,

The active part which Bhaskara Varmg took
in the grand Buddhist Council at Kanauj and
his association with the great Chinese pilgrim
probably made him a convert to Buddhism.
The Lichchhavi king Jayadeva who was a son-
in-law of his successor speaks of his dynasty as
favouring the Law of Sugata, As Subhakara,
the king of Trikalifiga was known as a Saugata
or an ardent follower of Buddha we may hold
that his predecessor Harshadeva was also
devoted to the same faith, Though a Saugata
he regarded it as ome of his principal duties to
establish Brahmanas in his territory.

After the death of Harshadeva in Kashmira,
there was trouble over the throne in Gauga,
The king Jayanta, rising to power, seized Gauga
and proclaimed himself its ruler, Kshemankara,
iosing Gauda, came to Orissa. The princes of
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the dynasty to which he belonged had so long
enjoyed the proud distinction of being called
the Lords of Gauga, Ugra, Kalinga and Kogala,
After the loss of Gauga, they were known
simply as the Lords of Trikalinga or the king of
Ugra, Kalinga and Kogala, With the establish-
ment of the Bhauma dynasty in Orissa many
of the descendants of the Brghmanas to whom
grants of lands had been made, migrated there,
Though the Bhauma kings of Orissa were
Saugatas, they welcomed these Brshmanas and
helped them in settling down in this country
by granting them lands. From the Neulpur
grant of Subhakara alone we find that he
settled 200 Brahmanas,

The Bhauma dynasty ruled over Orissa from
the 8th century to the 13th century of the
Christian era, A large number of stone and
copper-plate inscriptions were left by them,
Out of them the following copper-plate
inscriptions and 2 rock-inscriptions have been
published.

1, The Neulpur grant of Subhgkaradeva
( edited by R. D, Banerjee in Epigraphia Indica,
Vol. Xv),

2. TheChaurssi grant of Subhskaradeva (Vol,
X1V, pp. 292-306),

. 8. The Hindol grant of Subhskaradeva,
edited by Pandit Vinayaka Sastri (Jl. Behar
and Orissa Research Society, Vol. XVI, pp,
69.83),

4. The copper-plate grant of Tribhuvana
Mahadevi, edited by M. M. Haraprasad Sastri
(JL. Behar and Orissa. Research Society, Vol. IL
PP. 419-427),

5 and 6, Two copper-plate grants of

5
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Dapdi Mahsidevi, edited by Prof. F. Kielhorn
(EpigraphiaIndica, Vol, VI, pp, 133-142 and J. B,
O.R. S, Vol p, 564).

7. The Ganefa-gumpha cave-inscription of
Sri Santikara (Epigraphia Indica, Vol, XV),

8. The Dhauli cave-inscription of Sri Santi-
kara in the year 93, edited by R.D. Banerjee

. (Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XIX. p p. 263-264),

Pandit Vingyaka Misra has compiled the
tollowing genealogical table from the Hindol
copper-plate grant of Subhakaradeva :—

‘ Kshemafikara

Sivaiikara

Subhakara alias Lolahara

I |
Sivakara alias Kusumabara Santikara dlios
| Lalitabgra (queen
| I Tribhuvana
Subbgkara Dandi Mahadevi Mahadevi)

But when the inscriptions enumerated
above are studied in their bearing on one
another Pandit Migra’s table would not appear
to be an accurate one, In this connection
I propose to discuss each of the inscriptions
separately,

From the Neulpur copper-plate grant of the
eighth year of the reign of Subhakaradeva, we
learn that the father of Subhakara or Subha-
karadeva was Kshemafikara ( 3git3iferedf=m:
ATAANAFIRSSIF Aewagqeeas ). His son was Sri
Sivafikaradeva who was a follower of Tatha-
gata and his successor was Subhakaradeva, an
ardent Saugata, From the inscription it
is clear that Kshemaifikaradeva, though a scion of
the Bhauma dynasty adopted the Buddhist
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religion and became a follower of the Paramo-
pasakas or Buddhist apostles, He has not been
designated a king as he kept aloot from the
glamour of royalty, His son Sivafikara has
been described as a Parama-tathigata and to
his name was affixed the title “Sribhara.”’?” He
did not probably rule for along time, Hiskinsmen
were successtul in their attempts to deprive
him of his kingdom (=fseifaererfenifing ertaty-
SRiAEAIAGergeie: ). But his son Subhakara
recovered his father’s possessions after quelling
the usurpers by the strength of his arms and
assumed the title and the position of Maharzja.
The Neulpur copper-plate relates “9sd
AT St qFcE wuife: @feettfre:”
ie, “By this copper-plate landshave been granted
by me to 200 Brahmanas at atime,”’2® The Seal of
Bhaskaravarms found at Nslands 2° and the
marriage of the daughter of Harshadeva with
the Lichchavi king Jayadeva who was a
Buddhist, go to show that the members of this
dynasty did not bear any antipathy against
the Buddhist religion or the Buddhist communi-
ty. When we remember this tradition in their
family we can understand how Kshemaiikara
became a follower of Paramopasakas and how
his son Sivafikara became a parama-tathsgata.
His son Subhakara was described as a great
Saugata, The Bhauma dynasty which was from

—

(27) The later Bhauma kings adopted ‘Bhara’ probably
from the Bhara mentioned above.

(28) Vide Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XV, pp. 3-5and
Appendix B for the names of the 200 Brahmanas.

29) Vide Journal Behar and Orissa Research Society,
1919, p, 302, : :

35

Subhakara.



36

Sivakara
and
Subhakara 1.

Lakshmi-
kara,
Unmatta-
kesari
and
Gayada.

THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUP A

time immemorial devoted to the Saiva cult and
deeply attached to the Brahmanas thus in-
clined towards Buddhism and trom the time of
the kings Sivafikara and Subhakara became
converted to the Buddhist faith, But the
change of religion did not cause any diminution
in their traditional respect for the Brzhmajas
as is amply proved by the copper-plate grant of
Subhakara and others.

The records in the library of the
Chinese Emperor bear testimony to Subha-
kara’s influence, power and devotion to
religion, It has already been stated that in
795 A. D. a messenger from Subhakaradeva
waited upon the "Chinese Emperor, The
Chaurgsi copper-plate grant of Subhakara’s
son tells us that Subhakara was a sonof Sivan-
kara and Jaysvali devi, and that Subhakara
begot a son called Sivakara by Madhavi-devi.
The above-named copper-plate grant was
made by _Sivakara, The Neulpur copper-
plate records the grant of land in North
Tosali, while the Chaurssi plate refers to grants
made in South Tosali, While Subhakara of
Neulpur plate gave lands to 200 Brzhmauas,
Sivakara of the Chaurssi plate made his grant
to only one person named Jallu Bhatta, a Rigvedi
Brahmana belonging to the Kjityszyana Gotra
( Frogsitaty  catiaa-a-sisfim  eat quawsad
ggesR WITTifestaize) .)

After the death of Sivakara his kingdom was
probably seized by his kinsmen, The kings
called Lakshmikara, Unmatta Kedari, Gayaqa, etc.,
flourished during this time., Some indication
of this is contained in the Hindol copper-plate
grant and the copper-plate grant of Tribhuvana
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Mahadevi, The latter says, “Maharijadhiraja
Paramegvara Lalitabhsradeva married Purayidevi.
Seated upon the lion-throne like Katyzyani,
Tribhuvana Mahidevi who  inherited the
prosperous kingdom of the Karas, made this
grant,”’3® She granted half a village in the
Kankavira Vishaya the income from which was
to be spent on incense, lights, flowers, sacri-
ficial offerings, etc,, required for the worship of
the image of Vaidyanatha Bhattaraka installed
in the temple ot Pulindegvara3?

Pandit Vinayaka Misra’s rendering of the
first (fourteen lines) portion of the Hindol
copper-plate grant is as follows :—

“When the kings such as Kamalgkara, Bhas-
kara and Lakshmikara whosprang from Bhauma
dynasty and who on account of their perfor-
mance of hospitality were fondled by the Lord
of gods eager to provide them with a place in
this abode—had departed for heaven, in their
family flourished the Paramasaugata (devout
worshipper of Sugata Buddha), Paramegvara,
Sri' Subhakara who was the conqueror of
enemies whose fame pervaded the three worlds
who neither was heard of, being deserted by
his soldiers, nor ever suffered defeat by enemy,—
who was honest and truthtul and who was also
the best of men (Lines 6-9), His son the king
Santikara who was an unsurpassable warrior
in repressing the value of the invincible enemies,
who excelled the former (kings) in intellect, who
was famous in the world for his unique loving

(30) Vide copper-plate grant of Tribhuvana Mahadevi
in J1, B. O. R. S. Vol 11, p. 421.
(31) Vide Hindol plate of Sivakara.
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appearance and who being kind-hearted rightly
acquired the title Nihgamsaya Dhanada ( un-
hesitating giver of wealth) by uncomparable
charitable gifts praised in the heaven and even
now has kept at a distance Kuvera (giver of
wealth), was born like a king of heaven (Lines
9-14), His son Subhakara who meditates on his
(father’s) teet, who is born to queen Tribhuvana
Mahadevi, daughter of the diadem of the Naga
dynasty, who is the lord of day (Sun) in causing
the lotus of pious men to bloom, who has
acquired the profound knowledge of the inter-
nal essence of all the Agamas, whose lotus’
of delight ot every person to bloom and
still is not an oppressor in taxation, unlike the
glowing heat of the Sun—who has made arrogant
kings to be afraid of his arms and deprived them
of luxury from tribute—who resembles the full
blossomed wishing tree (which grants whatever
the suitor wants) who being delivered of the bad
influences of the Kali age, though resembles the
ocean of nrilk, but still produces the glowing
heat of power and who has assumed the titles

Paramabhattaraka, Maharajadhirgja (Lord of
sovereigns) and Paramesvara,”

In the above, ‘Kamalzkara’ has been taken
as the first ot the Bhaumas, But ‘Kamaljkara’
is an adjective, not a name, The text runs
as follows :—

“COMTIRFAANFIOIFCIY AT ooty forae sfvey |
TtfeeagT-craae Aufewtn fRuaaatiaey |
o faeiqifese Agamiere
LawrsifRmieRifer i Ruetw: 1
‘When the kings such as Bhaskara, the
Kamalakara or the source of prosperity
of the Bhauma  dynasty, Lakshmikara
and others departed to the region of the
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Lord of Gods there was born devout in that
dynasty Subhakara who was a Saugata,’

It is quite clear that in the above inscription
Bhaskara has been called the Kamalgkara of the
Bhauma dynasty, I have already stated that
the Bhauma dynasty of Gauga and Utkala first
became prosperous at the time of Bhaskaravarma.
Pandit Vingyaka Migra has described Subha-
kara of the Hindol copper-plate and Subhakara
of the Neulpur plate as one and the same

person, But a discussion of the two inscriptions
will show that this is not so,

From Pandit Vinayaka Misra’s version of the
text given above it will be seen that after the
decease of Lakshmikara and otherkings there was
born in the same family Subhakara whose son
was Santikara. Santikara had a son called Subha-
karadeva by his wite Tribhuvana Mahsdevi,
The Hindol copper-plate, therefore, proves that
there was more than one person bearing the
name Subhakara in the dynasty. In the copper-
plate grant ot Tribhuvana Mahsdevi, Unmatta
Kegari and Gayada have been mentioned among
the kings of the Kara dynasty. The inscription
then, speaks of Purayidevi, wite of ‘Mzharaja-
dhirsgja Paramesvara Lalitabhsradeva who
succeeded to the throne by right of inheritance
and ruled over the Kara kingdom. After Purayi-
devi, mention has been made of ‘Paramabhatts-
rikd’ ( a great queen ). Paramavaishuavi
(a devoted follower of Vaishnavism )
Tribhuvana Mahadevi who sat on the lion-
throne like Katysyani with her feet placed

on the heads of the Mahasamantas—who was,
as 1t were, a support of the Kshatriyas and who
meditated on the feet of her parents.®? As the

(32) J1. B.O, R, S, Vol, II, p. 421.
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inscription distinctly says that the wife of
Lalitabhgradeva was Pursyidevi and as the’
expression ‘Fietfgentrgaieyi.e, one who meditated
on the feet of her parents and not the expression
“sifSottrimustel ie., one who meditated on the feet
of her husband has been used in referring to
Tribhuvana Mahadevi, we cannot take the latter
to be the wife of Lalitabhgradeva., The Hindol
copperplate says :—“@attNEI-FaAGA TSN F2i-
e Afagazitryatasm” | According to
this Tribhuvana Mahadevi belonged to the
royal dynasty of the Nagas, The term ‘Maha-
devi’ was the characteristic designation of the
Princesses of the Naga dynasty.?? In the
copper-plate grant of Dapdi Mahadevi who
belonged to the Ilater period we come across
tke following :—

‘The king Gayada and others were the lineal
descendans of Ummattasiiha who having
crushed his enemies became the rulers of the
earth, just as the moon shines brightly dispelling
darkness,

King Lonabhara was their descendant,
Santikara was the son of Lonabhara,
This king reigned peacefully after having
recovered his territories from Durmadakantaka,
Subhakara was his youngest brother. After
the death of Subhakara, his wife Gauri ascended
the throne, Dandi Mahadevi was the daughter
of Gauri, From the Ganjam copper-plate we
learn that she made this copper-plate grant to
Pratibgra Dhavala, grandson of Apratida
Ghosha and son of Vasu Ghosha, The Banpur
plate of Dandi Mahadevi was granted in 387

(33) Vide Epigraphia Indlca, Vol, IX, pp. 161-164.
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of an unspecified era to petsons belonging to
Bharadvaja and other Gotras,

On the hasis of the inscriptions discussed
above the following genealogical table has been
prepared, The table is incomplete.

Bhaskara Varms Genealogy
? of the

Jayatufiga Bhauma
? Kings,

Avanti Varms

7
Sri Harshadeva
Kshemaifikara

Neulpur Plate |
Sivafikara (wife Jaysvabi)

' Subbskara or Subhakara (wife
Chaurasi Plate | Msdhavi)
Sivakara
?
Lakshmikara
?
Unmatta Kegari
?
Gayidatufiga
? )
Subhakara
|
Hindol Plate Santikara (wife Tribhuvana
“ Mahzadevi)
Subhakara
?
Lonabbsra
| : ]
Kusumabhara Lalitabhara (wife Purayidevi)
{
Santikara Subhakara (wife Gauri)

Daygi Mahadevi
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Pandit Vinayaka Misra remarks :—

“No such dynasty called Bhauma has hither-
to been found in the epigraphic records dis-
covered in India excluding Orissa, But we find
in the Purgpas that one Guha protected the
peoples Kalingas, Mahishyas and Mahendra
Bhaumas, (Dynasty of Kali Age, by Pargiter.)
In the Purspas this Guha has not been said
to be the offshoot ot any Aryan family, I
therefore suggest that the origin ot the Bhauma
dynasty may be traced to the Mahendra Bhau-
mas of the Purgpas, This tribe most probably
inhabited the hilly tracts of Orissa,”34

Pandit Misra has probably no know-
ledge of the dynasty of Bhagadatta or the
Bhauma dynasty of Pragjyotisha; otherwise
he could not have said, “No such dynasty called
Bhauma has hitherto been found in the epigra-
phic records discovered in India excluding
Orissa,” In numerous copper-plate inscriptions

of Kamargpa, Bhagadatta __and _his des—
et S -

cendants have been called Bhauma on_ account
of the fact that the former owed h1s descent
to Naraka Bhauma,3s In course of his 1nterpreta-
tlon of the Neulpur copper-plate grant Mr, R, D.

‘Banerjee says, . “In the first line the kings

mentioned in the grant are said to have been
descended from the family of the Earth
(Bhaumdénvaya). Most probably they claimed
descent from the Naraka, like the early kings

‘of Kamargpa, This is supported by the fact

that the first king has a surname which has

(34) J.B.O.R,S. Vol XVL pt, I, p. 7L
(35) Vide The Social History of Kamarupa, Vol I, p, 164,
foot-note; for particulars see pp- 39. 77, 80, 82, 86, 127 & 128"
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distinctly non-Aryan sound, e,g. “Nri(?)gatapha’?®
But in the original text there is no such word
as Nri(?)gatapha, The correct reading is
“nugatacha.’7 Moreover in the list of kings
of the Bhauma dynasty there is not a single
person bearing a Non-Aryan name, Pandit
Vingyaka Misra also thinks that the Bhauma
dynasty was derived from a Non-Aryan hill
tribe of Orissa, But this dynasty could not
have belonged to an indigenous tribe of Orissa,
I have already shown that the Bhauma kings
ot Orissa were the descendants ot Bhaskara
Varma of Kamargpa. Speaking of the great
ancestor, the Hindol plate says ‘‘co\wta3tazsaen-
FIOHIY ¢ 1, this Bhaskara was the source of
the lotus orthe prosperity ot the Bhauma dynas-
ty. Inthe copper-plate grant of the Queen Tribhu-
vanaMahidevi who belonged to this dynasty we
have the following :ﬁ“@ﬁﬁiwﬁm@g\w@&aﬂ
‘I'@Cﬁs"rﬁﬂﬂfi??ﬂ:ﬁﬁ{”“ The above mentions
the title “Kegari” as being held by this
dynasty. Though in the line “@utfagfAqtaRetfe3-
w’@fﬁ\mm"’“ occurring in the copper-plate
grant of Dandi Mahadevi we have ¢“Unmatta
Sinha’ instead of “Unmatta Kegari” it is
obviousthat the word Sifiha was used in place of
“Kegari” for the sake of the rhythm, According
to the records of the Chinese Emperor referred
to by Prof, Sylvan Levi, Subhakara of the Neulpur
copper-plate bore the title “Kegari”, The latter

(36) Epigraphia Indica, Vol XV, p 2.

(37) Vide Original text in appendix C,

(38) Vide J1. Behar-Orissa Research Society, Vol, XVI,: p.
76 ( 3rd line of the plate )

(39) Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI p, 133 & Journal of
Behar & Orissa Research Society. Vol. V. p, 564,
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lived in the 8th century A, D, It may therefore
he concluded that after the Bhauma dynasty had
come over to Orissa, some of the kings of this
line also used the title of “Kegari,”” The copper-
plate grants do not, however, show that this
title was held by successive kings of the dynasty.
On account of a difference in the reading ot the
text the dynasty has been called Soma instead
of Bhauma by some scholars, The distinguished
antiquarian Dr, Fleet calls the Kegari kings of
Madals-pafiji the Soma-Vangi kings of Kataka,

The great Yayati Kegari called in contem-
porary records Sri Mahasivagupta Sri Yaysti-
deva has given the following account of himself
in his Maranjamura copper-plate inscription :—

“F{i5ab eFIITTITHAS B TR TP Tl tod-

a5 | sfememRIaIIIMAlTIEE  @lffmiie-
APIRT- TSRO NF oot 7- I gy ows Fgrat-
NfGe-fasfomifedfes  smtziy Jashs:
Auzteed-ritrtggre  FRME R AqE-adfis
FErttiedtnafiwrias uzifiaes  Mifows
A | y

The inscription concludes with the lines,

“ATIFITCH T 72 37 A6 |
Ytz AR wifears effefe: |70

In the above, Yayatirsja speaks of his Bengali
origin and uses the expression ‘Vangavimalam-
barapurpachandra’ when speaking of his father, All
this conclusively proves that their ancestors came
from Bengal, The inscription turther shows that
Mahzbhava-gupta, the father of Yayastiraja con-
quered Trikalinga by the strength of his arms
(ﬁ\'ﬂﬁT"ﬂf‘@\T-@?’fﬁﬂﬁ"ff@, The real name of

(40) Journal Behar Orissa Research Society, Vol. II.
P, 53,
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Mahszbhavagupta was Janamejaya, We came
across the names Janamejaya Kegdari in Madala-
pafiji,

We find the names ot the kings Lonabhara Tunga
and Gayada in the copper-plate inscriptions  2pother
of Tribbuvana Mahadevi and Daygi Maha- B;;,:n?afs
devi, According tothe copper-plate inscription of :
Gayagatufiga quoted below this king was a son
of Lonatufiga.

““ttfeaitatgeimaifzettiiifates aed wiea
FAGRS wTtTa qardgw AniglEeEs; wure
3P TS QHERA 5 AN ANl ANz
SsiateeRTTI FHA! 741

From Gayagatufiga’s copper-plate grant we
also learn that he granted land in Orissa to one
Manutadhan Sarmg, son of Deva Sarma of the
Kasyapa Gotra, who was a Yayurvedi and who
came from Bhatagrama in Varendramandala 4} Vinitatunga,

Again, the copper-plate inscription of Vinita.

tufiga hasthe following :—‘The king Vinitatufiga
who was endowed with learning, physical
beauty and prowess hailed from the region of
the Rohity hills and belonged to the Sandilya
Gotra, His descendant was Khaggatuiiga,
From him was sprung like the moon from the
Ocean ot milk, the guardian ot faith, Parama-ms-
hesvara, the holder of Paficha-mahagabda, the
mighty Tufiga king Mahsraja Ranaka Vinitatufiga-
deva,’ This Tufiga king made copper-plate grants
to  Bhagtaputra  Chakra-Datta, Bhattaputra
Chakrarakshita hailing from Pundravardhana,
Valabhadrapati, son of Sadharapa of the
Gautama Gotra and to Ashtakula 42

Gayadatunga

(41) Mayurbhanja Archaological Survey Report, Vol. 1.
p. 1350,
(42) Mayurbhanja Arch, Sur, Report, Vol. 1. p, 156.
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In the copper-plate inscription ot the Karana
King Lokangtha we have seen that “against him
large armies of the Paramegvara (supreme
ruler) were many times discomfited. In
obstinate battle  with  Jayatufiga he
showed his readiness!” In our opinion the
above Jayatufiga was the overlord of Loka-
natha, The members of the ancient lunar
dynasty of Chandradvipa described themselves
as being descended from the ‘Rohitagibhuja’
dynasty,4*> The Vanikakulakarika of Vipra
Govardhana also says B UIACEECCHI T
Aratfeotfifa et

It has already been stated thatan image called
Jayatufiga-Lokanatha has been found in Samatata,
The copper-plate inscription of the king Loka-
ngtha was discovered in the district of T1ppera
which was formerly within Samatata,

The famous Lalmai hills of Tipperah were
probably called Rohitsgiri in the olden times
and this region was included in Samatata, We
may, therefore, presume that a branch of the
Bhauma dynasty migrated from this place to
Orissa. It seems reasonahle to hold that the
ancestors of the Bhaumas of whom Jayatunga
was one originally ruled here, Like the Kesarj
dynasty, this Tunga family migrated with their
kin to Orissa and established their sway in that
country, With them also came Brghmgnas from
Varendra and Pugdravardhana, This is proved
by the copper-plate inscriptions of Gayagqa-
tunga and Vinitatunga mentioned above,

The Bhauma dynasty came to be subsequ-
ently known as the Kara dynasty. In the

(43) Vide Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XV, pp. 307, 311.
(44) Vangera Jatiya [tihasa, Rajanyakanda, p, 277.
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copper-plate grant of Tribhuvana Mahadevi
the expressions “3IFAFWIFRY” and “@AFAI5IC
$3UEIA” have been used with reference to
Lalitabharadeva and Tribhuvana Mahadevi
respectively. In the copper-plate inscription of
Dandi Mahadevi the Queen Daypgi Mahadevi has
been praised in the following words :—

“efafegaafocia et AT |
feageiieitsa i aga fagaey
AT ® FHI2 749 I9%; |

3 Fresured faane sifésfasi 1

She was like a piece of flag, the ornament
of the extensive and undivided kingdom of the
Karas,

Paudit Vinayaka Misra in course of his
discussion of the Hindol plate writes, “The
Oriya Mahabbarata of Sgrala Dssa of the 15th
century, A, D, states that Vishyukara, founder
of the Kara family, with the aid of Bhima,
brother of Yudhishthira established his rule
over a holy land called Sivapura. This Siva-
pura is to be identified with Sivadasapura lying
in the vicinity of Virajs temple in Jajpur where
the ruins of a palace are now traceable” (J. B, O,
RiS{ V1. p. 79).

In my opinion, the hearsay derived from the
Mahsbharata ot Sarala Disa has very little
historical value, Nowhere in the numerous
inscriptions of the Bhauma-Kara dynasty
there is any allusion to Vishuyu Kara, There
was probably a popular tradition that the
Karas extended their power with the help of
their Kinsmen of the Bhauma dynasty, Itis
not unlikely that the name Bhauma should
have been changed to Bhima, It appears to

A7
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me that after the disappearance ot the Kara
dynasty and the death of Dapdi Mahadevi,
the last of the Kara rulers, the Maha-
saimanta Janamejaya conquered the whole
of Kalinga and adopted the name of
Mahabhavagupta, In Orissa, he was
probably knowu as Janmejaya Kegari, His son
Yayatirsja seized Guhadevapstaka or Guhe-
svara-pataka, the ancient capital of the
Bhauma-Kara dynasty and founded the capital
city of Yayatipura in his own name on the bank
ot Mahanadi, now popularly known as Kataka,

Pandit Vingyaka Misra has raised many
important topics in course of his discussion in
the copper-plate inscriptions of the Kara
kings :—

“Again according to the version of Viraja
Mashatmya, shrines in Jajpur bear the names of
Lalitesvara, Kusumesvara and Dandisvara,
These shrines probably took their names after
Lalitahsra, Kusumahdra and Dandi Maha-
devi who flourished in the Kara family. More-
over, it from the expression Mandskini-
kulavisakst prapta-pancha-mahigabda (the
title ‘pancha-mahasavada’ obtained from one
residing on the bank of Mandskinf), we can
assert, that Jayasinha got the recognition
of his lordship over the Gopdamandala trom an
overlord, who used to reside on the bank of
Mandskini (above Vol, II) then it can be said
that the residence of that overlord was: at
Jajpur, tor a stream called Mandskini now
flowing there. Besides, the accounts of Yuan
Chuang who reached the capital of Orissa
after proceeding Tamralipti or 130 miles
from Tamluk (Life of Hiuen Tsiang by Samuel
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, Beal) is in support of the supposition that
Jajpur which is about 120 miles from Tamluk
\ was then the capital of Orissa.

“The description given in the Tribhuvana
Mahadevi’s plate also indicates that Guhegvara
Pgtaka whence the plate was issued, was the
capital of the donor’s kingdom, As all the
plates of Kara family were issued from one
place, it can be maintained that that place was
there permanent capital, In this case Guhes-
vara Pitaka of the plates of Kara family can
be identified with Godhanegvara-patna which
now forms a part of Jajpur town,

«Another startling fact has been revealed
by this plate, It states in line 5 on the reverse
that the donor had a Lion-emblem (simha-
dhvaja), We find also the mention of Ummatta
in Tribhuvana Mahsdevi’s plate, It can be held
now that this simhadhvajo also refers to the
Kegari title of the donor, Consequently the
Bhauma or Kara dymnasty is identical with the
Kesari dynasty of the temple chronicle of Puri,
It can be said now that Dr, Sylvan Lévy is
quite right in his assumption that Subhakara
Kesari (one who does what is pure Lion) of
Orissa who presented the Avatamsaka,a Buddhist
work, to the Emperor of China, belonged to
this Bhauma dynasty (E. I. Vol. XV), since

such name having Kesari title has been found
now,”45

(45) JI. B.O.R.S. Vol. XVL p, 15-16.

7
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THE GUHAS OF ORISSA,

The name “Guhadevapataka’” or ‘‘Guhegvara-
pataka’ occursinall the copper-plate inscriptions
of the Bhauma dynasty, It has already been
stated that the Neulpur copper-plate grant was
made in the eighth century A, D, We may,
theretore, hold that the name “Guhadevapataka’
or “Guhegvarapataka’” had been in existence
even before this time, Apparently at a certain
period of time before the establishment of the
rule of the Bhauma dynasty the country had
been governed by the family of the Guhas,

They gave their name to the country which
came to be known as “Guhadeva” or
“Guhegvarapstaka.” Now the question arises—
when did the Guhas come into power ? I have
shown elsewhere4® that in the fourth century
A, D. Guhagiva reigned at Dantapura, the
capital of Kalinga, Dsthgvanga, a Pali
book by Dharmakirti Thero of Ceylon gives
an account of Guhagiva in connection with
the story of the preservation of the tooth of
Buddha, We are told that a favourite disciple
of Buddha collected his master’s tooth from
the funeral pile on which his dead body was
burnt and presented the sacred relics to
Brahmadatta, the king of Kalinga, At his
capital, Brahmadatta built a golden temple
overlaid with precious stones as the repository
of the sacred tooth. This explains how the
capital of Kalinga became famous as Dantapura
or city of the tooth, (370-390 A,D,) Guhagiva
ascended the throne at Dantapura by right ot

(46) Vide Bangera Jatiya [tihasa, Rajanyakanda, pp. 314-316.
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inheritance, He was at first devoted to the
Brahmapas, Influenced as he was by them, he
was unlike his predecessors without any faith
in the worship of the tooth, But a supernatural
occurrence made him an ardent convert
to the cult of the tooth. Annoyed at this,
the Brghmapas complained against him to
the king of Pstaliputra, Acting on their advice,
the king of Pjtaliputra despatched a Sdmantd
chief named Chittaysna to bring Guhagiva with
the tooth, As soon as the tooth were brought
there many extraordinary things began to
happen as a result of which the king of Patali-
putra became a firm believer of the tooth,
After the death of the king of Pataliputra,
Guhagiva brought back the tooth to Dantapura,
But he was not allowed to live in peace, The
chiet of a neighbouring country called
Kshiradhsra attacked his territory, Kshiradhsra
was deteated and killed, but his nephew renewed
the attack on the territory with a large army,
Perceiving that defeat was inevitable this time,
Guhagiva told his belaved son-in-law Danta-
kumsra, the Prince of Ujjayini that he appre-
hended change of fortune and that in the
event of his death in the battlefield the tooth-
relic of Buddha should be sent to Ceylon, After
his death in the battle, Dantakumsra accompani-
ed by his wife came in disguise to Ceylon via
Tymralipta, taking with him the sacred tooth.
Since that time the tooth have been preserved
in Ceylon where they are still worshipped,
Guhagiva, Guhegvara and Guhadeva are
synonymous expressions. It is not unlikely
that Guhagiva’s capital should have become
known as Guhesvara-pataka or Guhadeva-
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pataka, According to some scholars, Dantapura,
the holy land of the Buddhist, is to be identi-
fied as the modern Dantan in the District of
Midnapore, Others hold that it is Puri, But
in my opinion Dantapura and Guhadevapataka
or Guhesvarapataka should be regarded as
identical in view of the fact that Dantapura
was Guha’s patas or the capital of Guhagiva’s
kingdom, The king Sivankara, a follower of
Buddha or his son the Paramasaugata
Subhakara founded their capital here, knowing
it to be a place of Buddhist pilgrimage, In the
Guhavafisa-Karika (genealogical account
dealing with the family ot the Guhas) by the
Ghataka Nandarama Mitra we have the
following :—

“rReT WY BRI W7

WTFAEAN: (TGRS |
fAEaAFACA) IRTATSIIRAY

HOQIFACIIVG ARY A 1”

*This learned, elegantly dressed, Dagaratha
Guha is like the bright moon of the family of
the Guha, He is the ruler of the Kota country,
a follower of the Vedas and is devoted to the
Brshmanas., These words in which Guha was
introduced made everyone laugh.’

From the above we learn that Dagaratha
Guha was a prince of the Kotadega. In
Sandhyskara Nandi’s commentary on the
Ramacharita a king named Viraguna has been
called a sovereign-ruler of the southern country
and a necklace on the mighty tree of Kota
(“caiBiBAwIRa-nfpe-fegm=s@a@t”).  This king
had helped Ramapala, Ramapsla flourished
during the period 1057-1087 A, D, Againina
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treatise called Saravali which gives a genealo-
gical account of the Bafigaja Kayasthas we
find that a Guha prince ot Kota visited the
court of the Gaugja territory in the year 994 of
Saka era (1072 A, D.) at the invitation of its
king, The Kuls-kariks or genealogical treatise
collected from Idilpur contains the following
verse bearing on the subject of the visit of the
Brshmanas to the court of the Vafiga king
which is referred to in the genealogical accounts
of the Bafigajas :—

“57 313 RGN, wta 1 7% i1,
e & 3fer 31203 ¢F )
wfval @@ 197, 501 3B ALy,
wfzre aifsrel iwies |
W IE P, 54 TR AW,
, Trafes FiReg eNedfs |
Ratbaren srz i, @it =1 312 o,
e =AtS1&a fra sl 17
It appears from the lines quoted above that
the founder of the royal family of the Guhas
belonged to the royal dynasty ot Virata,
According to Ain-i-Akbari, Kotade§a was under
the jurisdiction of Cuttack. Kota means a tort.
The area covered by the principal gad-jats of
Orissa was known as Kota, [ts ruler Vira Guuna
has been described in the commetary on the
Ramacharita as the sovereign-ruler of the
Southern country ( wipdfiegias@adt ). In
Eastern Bengal some Guha families have the
surname ‘Gn’ or ‘Gupa’*? It is, therefore, not
improbable that Vira Guha mentioned as Vira Gupa
by Sandhyskara was the Guha king of Virata,

(47) Of course there is a separate surname as Guna
found in the list of Kayastha-Kula-panjika.
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In certain genealogies of Bafigaja Kayastha
we come across the words “SEAfIgranegy @zt
feqital 21 1” ‘He belongs to the great family
of the Guhas who are descended from the
Agnikula’, Most of the leading royal dynasties
of Rjajasthan claimed descent from the Agnikula,
Some were called Guhalot or Guhilot after the
name of Guhadatta, a remote ancestor ot the Mahs-
ravas of Udaipur, The Deopara inscription of
king Vijayasena tells us that he defeated a
prince named Vira, If this Vira and Viraguna
are regarded as identical then we may presumed
that this king on account of his hostility with
Vijayasena could not leave his territory at the
invitation of Syimalavarmj in the year 994 of
the Saka era, but sent his grandson Dagaratha
Guha to his court, Syamalavarma had extended
his conquests to Vanga, Being honoured at his
court Dagaratha and his descendants were coun-
ted among the leading Kulinas in the Bafigaja
community,

After the defeat and death of Guhagiva his
descendants or kinsmen took shelter in the

hilly tracts protected by forrest trees and ruled

there, As they belonged to the Virsta dynasty
they were known by the title Virjta-Bhujanga-
Mandhats. Even now in the Gagdajat region
there are many glorious relics of the dynasty
of Virasta Bhujafiga as also legends connected
with their rule. My observations regarding
the Bhujanga or Naga dynasty made elsewhere
are quoted below :—

“The Naga race once exerted great influence
all over India ; the traces of that influence are
still found in several places. Even at the time
of the 23rd Tirthankara Pargvanatha (8th
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century B, C) the Nagas dwelt near Mayura-
bhanja, They were very powerful until the
time of the Gupta emperors, After they had
been defeated by the Emperor Samudra Gupta
they continued to wield considerable power
till the early part of the seventh century of
the Christian era, The Niga family of Mayara-
bhanja was known by the name of Vairata
Bhujanga or simply the Vairsta or Virsta family,
Evidences of serpent worship by the Vairjta
dynasty are also found in many places of
Mayurbhaifija as far as Riibania in the district
of Midnapur on the North, Virjtagada near
Khiching on the South, Koptipads and Nilgiri
on the east and Sirsz on the West, This dynasty
flourished in Mayurabhafija. before the Bhafija
R&jss rose to power there. The Naga kings
probably took refuge in the hill tracts of Mayara-
bhafija and Chota-Nagapur on being driven
out of their original home by the Emperor
Harshvardhana. Hence it appears that the
power of the Vairata Rijas of Mayarabhaifija dates
trom the seventh century A, D, The Patamuudi
hillnear Parsgiha is known as the original seat of
the serpent goddess, who was the tutelary deity
ot the Vairata dynasty. There was near this
hill a stone image of the goddess which has
long since been removed, It is now preserved
in the house of the sarbarghkar of the Bhujanga
dynasty of Koptipada and is worshipped by
him, The image of Kinchaka Naga carved on
the Patamundi hill is another proof of serpent
worship by the Vairata RAjas, The image
known, by the name of Kinchakegvari, or
Khichingegvari, now situated at Khiching in
Panchpir and regarded as the tutelary deity
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of the Bhanja Rajas was formerly worshipped
by the Vairata Bhujangas. The lower half of .
the image of the goddess Vairstapata Thakurani
at Koptipads and Raibaniiy has the form of a
serpent while the upper hall of the image
presents a human form, This image appears
to be identical with that of Ella, the mother of
the Scythians which was worshipped in central
Asia, as described by Diodorus. A figure has
been discovered, amongst the ruins of Koigari-
gada, which appears to be only a different form
of this goddess., She wears a head-dress of
serpent-hoods and clasping a bowl in both -
hands, presents with her closed eyes the
attitude of meditation. The goddess, though
once considered the chief object of worship of
the Bhujanga family, is now neglected and
receives worship only from alow class Dehuri
of the village, It is known by the people of
the place by the name of Kotasani, The figure
was probably placed in the fort of this place
and worshipped at the time of the ascendancy
of the Vairata dynasty, deriving probably from
this fact its name Kotavgsini or Kotisani. This

figure is in all likelihood that of Manasz,” 48

It is needless to say that after the establish-
ment of its rule in Orissa, the Bhauma-Kara *
dynasty entered into matrimonial alliances
with the members of the Naga dynasty, That
dynasty was held in high esteem in Orissa’
has been repeatedly declared in the copper-
plate inscriptions of the Bhauma-Kara dynasty.
The famous Queen Tribhuvana Mahzdevi was

(48) For further particular vide the Mayurbhanja Archaeo-
logical Survey Reports, Vol. I. pp, XXXVI-XXXVI1II,
and 72-73.
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born in the Naga family, The title Mahsdevi
seems to have been applied exclusively to the
Naga Queens, Though we have not yet found
any copper-plate inscriptions of the Niga or
Bhujafiga dynasty of Orissa, many inscriptions

somewhere near Bastar have been discovered
which describe the dynasty as “Fisiaeca{gIretsIo)-
IR ARA-qigAle Figeesiia”’. The follow-
ing is a list of these inscriptions—(1) Nirayauy-
pal stone inscription of Queen Gunda Mahadevi,

(1111 A, D, ) (2) Barsuri inscription of Gafiga
Mahadevi, wife of Somesvaradeva, dated Saka
1130, (8) Kuruspal inscription of Dhsrana
Mahadevi, second queen (?) of Somesvara, (4)
Sunarpal stone inscription of Mahsdevi, queen

inscription of Narasifihadeva, dated Saka 114.0,4°

Though in later times the religion professed
by the dynasty has been variously represented
to be Vaishnava, Saiva and Szkta, there is ample
evidence to show that they actually followed
the Mahayana school of Buddhist doctrine,
Another royal dynasty of Orissa which has its
headquarters at Nilgiri still uses the, title
‘Virata Bhujafiga Mandhats’ At Sujanigaga, 3
miles from Nilgiri there is a temple of the
goddess Budhar Chandi who was . regarded
as the presiding deity of the Nilgiri rulers,

of the. goddess. I have seen the image of
Budhar Chandi, It represented Marichi of the
Buddhist Tantras. Budhar Chandi means a

issued by a branch of this family who ruled;

the mother of Somesvaradeva, dated Saka 1033

of Jayasifihadeva. (5) The Dantesvarigudi:

The Nilgiri State provides for the daily worship.

(49)  Vide Epigraphia Indica, Vol. IX. p, 161-164, 311
& :
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Chandi worshipped by the Buddhist, Though
the royal family of Nilgiri now professes the
Sdkta religion the worship of the goddess
Buddha Chandi reveals that their ancestors
were Buddhists and that they themselves are
Buddhists only in disguise.

From the brief history of the Rhauma

Cileamrimmtrsspras e

dynas y given above one may realise toa certain
magmtude of its mﬂug,pce “and

i
AR e -

h the }Pansmn of ‘the Powﬁg;%of

practxces of Ka,marupa I have, shown in 1 the Airst
voliime of this work how this dynasty had
been reputed since the time of the Kurus and
Pindavas for its heroism and what a high
position it had all along enjoyed. The Raja-
vafiggvalf by Rijs Upendra Sinha of Rani, Assam,
who is a lineal descendant of the ancient
Bhauma dynasty writes, “Inspired by king
Duryodhana, “his father-inlaw Bhagadatta
invited Brahmanas of the five gotras, viz,
Ksasyapa, Sandilya, Bharadvaja, Upamanyu and
Parssara,’” From the Nidhanpur grant of
Bhaskara Varmy we learn that 3000 years after
king Bhagadatta or his son ‘Vajradatta,
Pushya Varma was born into this family, In
the first volume I have said that Pushya Varms
ruled approximately between 275--300 A. D.
The son of Pushya Varms was Samudra Varms
who married Datta Devi, The name ot the
queen of his great contemporary Samudra

Gupta was also Datta Devi, probably both
‘married in the same family., Though related
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Samudra Gupta fought with and defeated Vala
Varms, son of Samudra Varma, in connection
with the performance ot the A§vamedha sacri-
fice, This is recorded in Samudra Gupta’s Allaha-
bad Inscription, Just as Samudra Gupta tounded
an empire which included at last the whole of
the Indian sub-continent, Samudra Varms
extended his power to the Eastern Peninsula
the shores of which were washed by the Pacific
Ocean,®® Thus the influence of the Bhauma
dynasty had made itself felt in distant Burma
before it began to spread in Eastern India,
The origin of the grand architectural memorials
of the Saivas which still exist in Kamboj or
Cambodia and Anga (Mahi-Champa) or Anam
should be traced to the Brahminic ascendancy
" which was firmly established by the Saiva
kings of the Bhauma dynasty, Mahabhata-
Varma or Bhati Varma flourished in the fifth
century A. D, who, as we learn from the
Nidbanpur grant of Bhaskara Varma, gave an
unique proof of his devotion to the Aryan
religion by settling a large number of Brahma-
nas in his kingdom, How under the influence of
these Brghmanas and their descendants Hindu
society not only in Kamarupa but in the whole
of Eastern India including Gauda, Vafiga and
Orissa was moulded would prove to be a story
of absorbing interest to the students of Social
Science, A fuller account of these Brghmanas
will be tound in the next chapter,
Though settling under the patronage of
Bhati Varmg, the influence and status of these
Brshmanas increased from the time of Bhaskara

(50) Vide The Sacial History of Kamarupa, Vol, L p. 141-142,
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" Varms. Some of the descendants of the

Brghmuas were'established in the Ragha country
by Bhaskara Varms when he was reigning at
Karpasuvarna, I venture to think thatBhgskara
Varmy was also called Adigura in the old
Kulaksrikss of Rzgha on account of the fact
that he was the first of the Bhaumas to rule
over this country and was a Sara or a hero,
More will be said about this in the following
chapter,

Harshadeva, a later king of the _Bhauma

dynast gave h1s daughter in marmag o0a

prifice of _m&ﬁulskgh&hl}ﬁxmwmwi% of
N‘é ”f “’The > Bhauma dynasty afterwards formed
natr M'al alhances with, the Nagas, Though
this dynasty tradltlonallyw belonged tg%%hé
“castecalied Mlechchha Dyija..or Mech-Brahmana,
Kshatriya by reason of its
{mth _various . Kshatriya famlhes
The" aynasty which at one time held sway
over the regions extending from the: Himalaya
on the north to the Mahendrichala on the
south and from the shores of the Pacific Ocean
in the east to the extreme limits of the
province of Magadha in the west has almost
passed into oblivian, The rulers of modern
Kuch Bihar are deéscended from that ancient

dynasty, but they have not any knowledge
of it,

Before concluding this chapter, I think it
necessary to elucidate something more, Prof.
Raidhsy Govinda Baszkh after discussing the
Tippera plate of Lokangtha has written thus:—
“Another significant fact that may be brought
to notice here in this plate, which we take to
have belonged to the age of anarchy (matsya-

{
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' nydya) in Bengal, i, e, the time after the death
of Harsha and before the rise of Psla kingdom
in the eighth century, We do not find even a
latent allusion to Buddhism, although the Pala
kings themselves were Saugatas (Buddhists).
From the accounts of the Chinese pilgrim
Hiuen Tsang we learn that during this time
he could find no sign of Buddhism in Kzmarapa,
We cannot possibly connect this plate with any
of the Kymargpa kings of that time, We have
seen that the ancestors of Lokanatha were

devotees of Safikara and that his own Brahmana

mahgsymanta Pradosha Sarman (the grantee),
wished to set up an image of Ananta-Narayava,
The prevalence of Brzhmanic influence in Eastern
India at the time can be rightly inferred also
from the mention in this inscription of the
sacred fires, pauranic deities, Brahmanas versed
in the four Vsdas, etc, as also from the fact that
Brshmanas could be Sdmantd chiefs”. ! The
fact that Mahgrsja Bhaskara Varma joined the great
Buddha-Yatrs at Kanauj as also the discovery
othis Seal at Njlanda, establishmentof Jayatufiga-
Lokanatha by his descendant Jayatufiga Varma,
and the connection of Harshadeva of this line
with the Nepal Buddhist king bears testimony
to the fact thatthey were admirers of Buddhist
religion, Sir E. A. Gait, the famous historian of
Assam, has written in his Census Report thus :—

4 Traces of Buddhist architecture are d1scern1ble4

ln the temﬂpﬁle of Kamakhya, Smheswar and Hsjo,
and - thelatter containsa statue of Buddha, which
the common people called the Mahamuni, and
which is still visited by Buddhist pilgrims from

Bhutan and Tibet. Another statue of Buddha

(51) Epigraphia Indica, Vol XV, p. 306.
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is to be seen carved in the rock on the bank of
the Brahmaputra below the dsk-bangalow at
Gauhati, and a ruined temple at Singri Parbat is
like Hajo, in great repute amongst the Bhutias,
In the life ot Sankar Deb, we are told how
he met with and converted two Buddhists
in the Nowgong district, and the account of
Ralph Fitch, who travelled in India in the
sixteenth century, shows that Buddhist princi-
ples were still powerful amongst the people in
the western part of the Koch kingdom,
* » » During the years 629 to 645 A. D,
Buddhism was unknown. # * * The Pal
kings of Assam were ruled from 855 to
1040 A, D, and that Buddhism was at
its zenith in Assam during their tenure of
power,’ 82

From the above testimonies of the Buddhist
influence, it is clearly wunderstood that
Buddhism was prevalent in Kjymargpa froma
very long time, I have noted it before that we
have been intimated with Jayatufiga Varma

- from the above Lokanstha plate, The image of

Lokanstha at Samatata was named after him.
Even simultaneously with the advent of the
Bhauma dynasty, one of their branch went to
Orissa fram Bengal, while the other seems to
have gone to Kamargpa and spread Buddhist
religion there, The Southern branch ot the
Bhauma dynasty openly declared themselves as
pure Buddhist or Parama Saugata, The other
branch in Kamaripa though had not declared
openly as Buddhist, yet no one ot them can be
proved as hostile to the Buddhist religion.

(52) Assam Census Report for 1892, p. 79
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