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The Book

The book is a serious attempt to compile the
facts gathered mainly from the Meitei
vocabularly and traditional script relating to
- the historical events occuring from time to time
in Manipur'in the pre and post-British times.
Manipuris have had a history dating back to
their ancestor NNINGTHOU KAANGBA who
ruled during 15th century BC. In his successors
were Maharajas, Maharanis, princes and

princesses who ascended the throne of

Manipur. There were also gaps sometimes
when the throne remained vacant and the law
and order situation went out of hand. There
were occasional invasions from Burma.

The close relationship between China and
Manipur has been shown to be established by
way of cultural similarities and exchange viz.
sericulture etc. Various myths and theories
have been discussed to find out the origin of
the ancestors-of the Meiteis. Mongoloid origin
of the Manipuris has been emphasised.

In the 19th Century A.D., the fight between the
British and the Manipuris® has been
significantly mentioned. Some Manipur Chiefs
joined the British. There were movements at
various levels to defend the Motherland. The

womenfolk participated vigorously and had to .

face tyranny of the alien rulers. Finally, British
had to bow down. Heroes and warriors who
fought and sacrificed their lives for the
Motherland are still remembered. Those who
are alive have been honoured and rewarded.
The book would be very useful for the students
of all disciplines as well as to the scholars of
social history who are engaged in research.

1993, 318p.; 2 Charts;
6 Figs.; 12 Illus.; 5 Tables;
Appendices; Bibliography; .

Glossary; Index; 23 cm. Rs. 325/-
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PREFACE

What is History ?

1 HISTORY is methodical record of public events, past events. It is a

course of human affairs, an account of events public or private and
systematic accounts of natural phenomena.

What is Itihaas

Dharmaartha Kaama Mokshaanaamupadesha Samanwitam Pur-
babritam Kathaayuktamitihaasang Prachakshate — a verse in Sanskrit
cites Dharma means the code of conduct, Artha means wealth,
kamaa means the desire, Moksha means enlightenment, Upadesha
means advice on the said matters, Purbabritam means of the past
and so is called Itihaas.

What is Pu-Waari

The sequence of events of the origin of life has been detailed as to
how and when and through which channel the so-called ‘myself “I
am” was brought about is known as Pu-Waari. Pu means those
Grand-father, Great-grandfather and Great-great-grand-father etc.
through whom my blood which means “I am” was successively de-
scended from the first one, who is known as Apokpa. Waari means
story. It is according to the belief of the Meitei, who are also known
as Manipuri now-a-days.

Generally, History, Itihaas and Pu-waari were considered
equivalent and transcribed one for the other though the main
objectives are different from each other. The first one namely
History is interested in recording events, the second one, Itihaas, is
interested in dealing with the code of conduct, wealth and desire
whereas the third one ie. Pu-waari is interested in recording the
phases of origin of human life and its successive stages. The materials
or the informations to record these objectives are more or less com-
mon to all the three. It may be because of this reason that each one
transcribes for the other. But in fact the approach was originally
different in spite of modern attempts for amalgamation with a view
to keep under the same heading of berrowed term known as History.
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The main thrust of this book is to bridge the train of events found
mainly in the Meitei’s vocabulary and partly with the traditional
scripts where the sense of originality was always contemplated with
the modern History. However, it may serve the purpose of a welcome
channel for both the East and the West.
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