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INTRODUCTION

N THIS book* Moti Chandiadeals with the problems related to ancient Indian

merchants, their a(’,g‘gc‘.‘%c trade rcgulwons and the network of trade
routes. In his stu<ﬁcs he has made use of the. taterial extending from the Vedic
period to the cleventh ‘century available in Sanskr\t Pili and Prakrit languages.
Geographical mfo:matnon from the Greek and the Roman sources, the accounts of
the Chinese pilgrimg gnd Indian art, by asscmblujg the tit bits of information
he has given shape t&’fhe_]ofty mountain ofthc-Sa'f(havaha of whose summit the
resplendent sun of Indmh’ceraturc radtatnvg,_m all lustre has brought to light
hundreds of new facts. He hasasarmauer™of fact laid the foundation stone of
the all comprehensive history of Indian culture in the years to come. After
reading the book one is bound to know where these precious historical facts lie
hidden and the mcthodology the young historian should apply for discovering
new facts and on these bases and a comprehensive style create the new edifice of
Indian history and culture. While reading the book one gains the sight of the
relations of India with the countries and islands lying across the Arabian Sea and
Indian Ocean. The Dasakumara Charita of Dandi mentions the name of the
naval captain Rameshu. Who knew that this word is of Syrian origin whose meaning
is bandsome Jesus (rima=handsome, Ishu=Jesus)? Owing to the spread of
Christianity this name had become common among the sailors from Western Asia.
In the Gupta period Indian fleets were capable of defending the sea-girt coastal
regions of the country and increase trade with other countries. Dandi therefore
observes that a battle ship named Madgu (sea-gull) accompanied by other boats
attacked a Yavana ship.

The word Sarthavaha is self explanatory. Kshirasvamin, the commentator of
the Amarakoia comments “‘one who is the leader of travelling merchants who
invested their own capital” (sarthan sadhanan panthan vahati sarthavahah: Amara-
kosa, 111. 9. 78). Sartha is defined as ‘the group of travellers® (sarthodhavanavrindam,
Amarakoia, 11. 6. 42). In actuality sartha means ‘merchants who invested equal
amount of capital and who carried on trade with outside market travelling in a
caravan’. Their leader was known as sarthavaha. The ncarest English equivalent
to the term is caravan leader. The Hindi sartha has been derived from the Sanskrit
sartha but in original technical import has been lost.  According to the author in
the Sindhi the mecaning of the original sargha is still preserved. Some courageous
merchant made himself the head of the caravan after joining it. Those who joined
the caravan were governcd by its own rules and regulations. The starting of a
caravan was an important event for the merchant community. As for pilgrimage

*This book is the English version of Moti Chandra’s Sdrthaviha.



vi TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN ANCIENT INDIA
sangha was organised and its head was sanghapati (sanghavai, sangha), similar was
the position of sarthavaha in the field of trade and commerce. In the golden farm
of Indian trade, the picking was done by the caravan leader. Rich in organising
skill, truthful, the treasure house of courage, ready to grapple with fresh problems,
replete with commonsense, liberal, bestower of alms, interested in religion and
culture, expert in the knowledge of his own country and foreign lands the caravan
leader rubbed shoulders with foreigners as the Yavanas, Sakas, Pahlavas, Yie-chi
etc. Masters of their languages and customs, the Indian caravan leaders extended
their activities from Tamralipti in the Bay of Bengal to Antioch in Syria, from Java
to Kedah, and to the ports of Cholamandala and to Alexandria and East African

ports.

In the present book the material about sarthavaha and his activities has bcen
arranged systematically in thirteen chapters which present a moving picture of the
two millennia of Indian trade. In the first chapter the network of Indian trade
routes with their arteries is presented. In our literature for the first time in the
Prithvi Sikta of the Atharva Veda our attention has been drawn to the panthas or

routes of our great land.

Ye te panthino bahavo janayana rathasya
vartmanascha yatave |
yaih saRcharaniyubhaye bhadrapapastam panthanam

Jayemanamitramataskaram yachchhivam tena no myid [ | AV, X1 1. 47,

This hymn seems to have bzen the keynote of the caravan leaders. It draws
our attention to the following points:

1.  This land had many routes and their arterics.

2. These routes were the principal means of communication of the pcople.

3. On these routes the chariots plied.

4. They were principal means of communication for bullock carts for trans-
porting goods.

5. Good or bad every onc had the right to use those roads.

6. However, it was necessary to safeguard the people of those routes against

the depredations of the wild animals and robbers.
7. Those well-guarded and safc routes symbolized the happiness of the carth.

The same principles hold good for the road system of India today asin
ancient times. The account of the Grand Route in northern India in this work
deserves our attention because in ancient times this scrved as an artery for the land
mass of the whole Asia extending from the Caspian Sca to China and from Bihlika
to Pataliputra-Tamralipti. Panini (c. 500 B.C.) gives its contemporary name as
Uttarapatha (Urtarapathenahritam, V. 3.77). Mcgasthencs taking it as the northern
route describes its various constituents. The Haimavatapatha of Kautilya indicated
the Vahlika-Taxila scctor of the route. The great French savant A. Foucher has
studied the history of this scctor in two volumes. I am happy to notc that the

.
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author has fully utilised A. Foucher’s work. The true identification of Hairahura
is with Harahvaitt modern Argandab region in South Afghanistan. The ancient
Iranian name for Herat was Haraiva (S. Sdrava). The name of the river Sarayi is
even now preserved in the Hari Rud. The other name for the Parisindhu region
was Paresindhu mentioned in the AMahabharata. Its exact equivalent in English would
be trans-Indus. Panini (VL. 2. 42) gives parevadava the name for the mares from the
other side of the Indus. Moti Chandra has made a thorough search of Indian
literature about these routes. In the Nalopikhyina of the Mahabharata standing
in the Kontwar region of Gwalior (between the Chambal and Betwa) it is observed:
ete gachchhanti bahavah panthano dakshinapatham (Aranyaka Parvan, 59. 2). Many
routes and their many arteries started from this place to the Deccan.  There are
also mentioned the routes procceding to Vidarba, Dakshina-Kosala and Dakshina-
patha. Even now the rail roads follow the same directions.

The Vedic literature does not mention sarthavaha; but it names the merchant
Pani and his business. It is worthy to note that the Hindi word gatha forca pital
could be derived from the Vedic grathin meaning a capitalist. The frequent
occurrence of technical terms in the Vedic literature supports the view that the
Vedic Aryans were well acquainted with the sea (veda navah samudriyah). From
the Pili literature of about the fifth century B.C. important information about
travelling is available. In the traverllers besides the merchant community were
included monks, pilgrims, pedlars, horse traders, acrobats and actors, students and
tourists. Attention was paid for the safeguarding and repairing the roads. But even
then they were infested with robbers known as panthaghataka or paripanthin
(Panini, IV. 4.36: paripantham cha tishthati). The commentary on Panini V. 2.89
quotes a Vedic prayer as an example—ma @ paripanthino vidan (‘God forbid that
you should mect a robber on the way'). Even then the responsibility of the
sarthavaha for protecting the caravan was great and he employed guards for that
purpose. While passing through the forest leader of an aboriginal tribe took the

responsibility of guarding a caravan on payment; they were known as forest guards
or alavipilas.

The sartha provided itself with provision and other necessities of life. Proper
arrangement was made for desert journeys. Vannupatha, the route to Bannu from
the Middle Country, passing through the desert which could be identified with the
thal desert of Sindh to the cast of the river Indus. In the same way a route from
Dvirdvatt (Dwarka) passing Marudhanva in the Marwar district reached Roruka
(the present Rodi), the capital of ancient Sauvira, and from there after many stages
it reached Central Asia (Kamboja); from there it had to cross Airivatadhanva (Gobi
desert). In this desert journey the caravan was guided by the ‘land captain® (srhala-
niryamaka) with the help of the stars. In the same way on the sea route the captain
(jalaniryamaka) commanded the ship. There was arrangement for training the crew
in nautical science (niryamaka sutra) in the port of Sopara. The amount of infor-
mation assembled about sea-voyages in this work was never made available before.
Those who travelled together on ships were known as samyarrika. In the Mahaja-
naka Jataka, after the shipwreck Mah%janaka swimming for his lifc was addressed



viii TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN ANCIENT INDIA

by the goddess Manimekhala. The dialogue between the two proves the indomi-
table courage and power of Indian sailors.

“Who is the fellow who in the vast ocean is ineffectively beating his hands.
Depending upon whom you are making this effort.

“0O Goddess. It is my firm belief that in life one should exert as far as
possible, and, therefore, even though the shore is not visible, I am continuing my
effort to reach it.

“It is useless to show your courage in the sea. You arc bound to perish before
reaching the shore.

“O Goddess, why do you say like this. Even if I perish making cffort then I
will be saved at least from calumny. One who exerts like me has not to repent
afterwards.

“But an effort which is destined not to succeed, of which there is no end in
sight, what is the use of such an effort when the death is inevitable.

“The fellow taking it for granted that he will not be able to cross the occan
ceases his efforts then it is due to his own weakness. Whether success accrues or
not a man who draws up his own programme and tries for its success then he is sure
to succeed. It is evident from the fact that all my comrades have been drowned
but Iam still swimming and alive. So far as any cnergy is left in me I shall
continue to excrt and so far any power is left with me [ shall certainly make
efforts to cross the ocean.”” Mahajanaka Jataka, Yol. VI, no. 539, pp. 35-36).

Manimekhala was the presiding goddess of the sca travellers and sailors in
South India. Her worship extended from the Cape Comorin to Kedah and in
Puhar at the mouth of Kaveri, there was a big temple in her honour.

Like Manimckhala, the presiding deity of the caravan leaders in the north
was Yaksha Manibhadra. All over northern India there were temples in his
honour. The colossal statue of a Yaksha found from Parkham in the Mathura
district represents him. But Pawayan (Padmivatt in the former Gwalior state)
was a great centre of the Mapibhadra cult. Caravans passing from the north to
south had great regard for him. It is mentioned in the Nalopakhyana of the
Aranyaka Parvan (61.125) that a very big caravan with a view to makc a large
profit proceeding 1o Chedi Junapada crossed the river Vetravatt (Betwa) and
Damayantl joining it reached the Chedi country. Reaching a dense forest the
leader of the caravan invoked Manibhadra, the king of Yakshas: pasyamyasmin-
vane kashie amanushyanishavite, tatha no yaksharad Manibhadrah prasidatu
(Aranyka, 61.123). )

Fortunately, there is a very good account of a mahasartha in chapters 61-62
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of the Aranyaka Parvan. That big caravan was crowded with elephants, horses
and chariots (hastyaivaratha samkulam) and the number of oxen, donkeys, camels
and men on foot was so overwhelming that the caravan appeared as the moving
ocean of men (janarnava 62.12). The members of this prosperous sarthamandala
(62.10), were the sarthikas (62.8). It included not only merchants (vanijah) but
also the Brahmans well versed in the Vedas (62.17). The leader of the caravan
was known as the sarthavaha (aham sarthasya neia vai sarthavahah Suchismite,
61.122). The caravan included the young, old, children and women: Sarthavaham
cha sartham cha jana ye chatra kechana (62.117) yunah sthavirabalaicha sarthasya
cha purogamah (62.118).

The caravan was also accompanied by some lascivious chaps who wanted to
make fun of Damayanti, but gentlemen taking pity on her made enquiries about
her condition. At this point we are further informed that the caravan had a
vanguard or a labour force which cleared the roads. The sarthavaha was not only
the leader of the caravan, but during the period of the journey he acted as its
master (61.121). When evening approached and everybody was tired then with
his permission the caravan encamped at a suitable place (nivesa, 62.4). The caravan
made the mistake of encamping in the way leading to a waterpool. In the mid-
night a herd of wild clephants came to drink water and trampled the sleeping
members of the caravan. Some of them died and others took to their heels. There
was utter confusion all round. Those who managed to escape from this calamity
continued their journey. In the Mahabhdrata this account of the pomp and glory
of a big caravan in ancient India has survived.

The caravan leaders and Indian travellers by land and sea routes, were also
the carriers of Indian story literature. Seamen often related miraculous stories of
Yakshas, Niigas, demons and spirits and aquatic animals connected with the seas.
These stories diverted the people during their travels; such stories were adopted
by literature as motifs as well. Attention may be drawn to the Samudra vanija
Jataka (Jataka, Vol. 1V) which informs us that once upon a time some carpenters
borrowed money for making furniture, but they could not complete their work in
time. Pestered by the creditors the carpenters decided to migrate to some foreign
land and after constructing a large ship they sailed. Following a favourable wind
the ship rcached an island rich in coconut and other edible fruit trees. Even before
their arrival a traveller from a wrecked ship lived there who sang joyously: *“They
arc simpletons, who cke out their existence by farming and the sweat of labour.
They are not required in my domain. India! no, this place is far better.,”” This
account reminds us of the island described in the Odyssey of Homer where indolent
men without any work known as lotus eaters lived on honey who invited Odyssus
to live that kind of lifc with them, but the offer was declined by him. The jataka
scems to refer to the same kind of lifc.

The author has raised a pertinent question whether at this time merchants
entered into a partnership or agreement (samaya). From the ecvidence he
has collected from the Jatakas, it is almost certain that merchants travelling
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with a caravan apointed one of themselves as a leader or elder (jetthaka). Partner-
ship by agreement was entered by two or more than two merchants. They agreed
among themselves about the distribution of profits and losses. Though it was not
necessary that every member of the caravan should enter into such an agreement.
Those merchants who transacted business after such an agrecment, for them the
literary sources appeared to have used the word sambhiiyasamutthana. It is possi-
ble that with a view to enter into agreement about profit and loss the caravan was
divided into many units. They entered into agreements of their own choice. But
the merchants sailing on the same ship under the leadership of a sarthavaha
whether they had entered into a partnership or not werc known as samayatrika:
“travelling in a body”. In reality, their relationship and its limitations from the
legal viewpoint is not so clear as Moti Chandra has accepted. A thorough study
of samhiias, their commentaries and medieval legal compendiums (nibandhas) may
throw some more light on this vexed problem. In the centuries following the
foundation of the Mauryan empire many important events occurred in Indian his-
tory. The empire of Kanishka extending from Kapisa to Karnatak exercised great
influence on trade and commerce, literature and religion. In this connection the
author has discussed Indian geography at the time of Alexander. In reality, the
Indian names given by the Greek historians owing to the Hellenisation of the
Sanskrit orthography appear as if they arc of foreign origin. It has been possible
to find out the original Sanskrit forms of some of them with the help of Plvini.
The area occupied by Hastin near Nagarahiira is Hastiniyana of Pianini (1V.4.174)
and Astakenoi of the Greeks situated around Purshkalavatt. The Greek historians
mention two other names Aspasioi who sctiled in the valley of the Kunar
river were the Asvayana of Pipini (IV. 1.110) and the second Assakenoiscttled in
the valley of the Swat river were the same as the Asvakliyana of Panini (IV. 1.99).
Their other Greek name was Assakcoi which is cquivalent to Panini's Asvakih.
The impregnable stronghold of the Asvakiyanas is mentioncd as Aornos, in sub-
duing which even Alexander was put to a lot of trouble. Plgini (1V.2.82) names
it as Varana. Stein has identified Aornos with the present day Uni or Unark. The
heroic Asvaka men, women and children fought to the last, but so far they were
alive they did not allow Alexander to enter the hill fortress. In other namc the
Gourians lived on the bank of the Gauri river. Nyasa scems to be the Naisa jana-
pada of Panini, the Greek Musicanos stood for Muchukarni, Oretai for Virtteya,
Arbitai for Arabhata which has given the namc of Arabhati style in Sanskrit.
Brichmanoi was the Brihmana Janapada which has been mentioned by Pipini
(V.2.72, Brahmanakoshnike samjhayam; Brahmanako desak yatrayudhajivino
Brahmankah santi). They are mentioned both by Patanjali and the Kusiki (Brah-
manako nama janapadah). The Kusiki and Patafjali also mention Brahmana ka
nama janapadah. Patafjali also mentions Studrakas who lived in their ncighbour-
hood. They could be identificd with the Sodrac or Sambos of the Greeks. These
and other identifications of Moti Chandra provide ample evidence that the source
of the Greck names was Indian geography. For further identifications we have
to probe our li.tcraturc. The author’s suggestion that twenty-four and half bhukiis
of the Jain luerzfmrc probab!y represent the bhuktis of the Mauryan empirc is a
sound one. Kautilya has mentioned at length several kinds of roads and the rules



INTRODUCTION xi

governing the customs duties. Drona mukha has, however, been referred to in. the
Kharoshthi inscription from Sakardara across Ohind situated on the Indus as
Danamukha. The term indicated those market towns which were situated at the
end of the river valleys as serving exits for the produce of those valleys. Such
towns could be located on the sca-coast as well for example Surparaka and Bharu-
kachchha served the network of valleys lying behind them. The term himsrika for
pirate boat is worth noting. In the Maurya period great attention was paid to the
organisation and well-being of business; the Arthasastra contains enough material
about thesc topics. The Sunga period continued those rules. Whatever steps the
Mauryans had taken for the propagation of sca trade, the Satavahanas improved
upon them.

The four Scythian tribes mentioned by Strabo, their equivalents have been
found in the Indian literature. For instance Asii stands for Arshika or Rishika
tribe. In the inscritpion on the pedestal of the Bodhisattva image a woman named
Amohi is called Ast (Arsh1). In the alms house pillar inscription of Huvishka
are mentioned Saukreya and Prachini which could be equated with Sacaraucae
and Pasiani respectively. The Tochari is definitely Tushara. Tokr t1la on which
Kanishka’s devakula was situated at Mat is now known as Tokari tila,
mound of the Tukhiras. The references to the Rishikas in the AMahabharata
have been discussed by the author. They are the Yie-chi of the Indian
history. The meaning of the Chinese word Yiie-chi as ‘moon-tribe’ supports the
view of the Adiparvan where the Rishikas are said to be descendants of the moon.
According to the Sabhaparvan, Arjunais said to have fought a great battle with the
Rishikas somewhere in Central Asia. They could be located somewhere in the
vicinity of the river Yarkand. If this is so then the country of the Parama-Rishikas
should have been somewhere in the north which must have been the place of origin
of the Yie-chis.

In the Kushana period Kanishka occupied the silk routes of Central Asia
and the great northern route at the same time. Before him no other ruler had the
good fortune even partly to acquire those routes. As a result Indian culture, reli-
gion and trade sprcad with force from Termiz valley in the east and Sogdiana in
the west.  In this age manuscripts written in the Brahmi script also reached that
region. In the time of Kanishka Mathura was the biggest centre of art. In recent
years archacological rescarches found sculpture at Termiz in Sogdiana apparently
influenced by the Mathura tradition,

The Kushina art also cxercised influence on eastern and western routes of
Centrial Asia. Kapisa was in this age also in the dominion of the Kushinas, and
the finding of ivory caskets trom Begram show that these caskets were influenced
by Mathura art, so much so that some scholars regard them of Mathura origin.
In the Kushina period India’s trade and commerce with the Roman empire had
reached its zenith, but in this sca-borne trade caravan scems to have played a great
part. Ghanptlsila from where remains of a Buddhist stupa have been recovered is
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identified with Kantakasela of inscriptions and Kantakossul of Ptolemy. This is an
important identification in Indian geography. The writer is quite correct in his
estimate that the spread of Buddhism on the eastern sea coast of India which had
once flourishing trade with the Roman empire enabled the followers of Buddhism
to raise the magnificent stupas at Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda and Jagayyapeta.
Similarly, on the western sea coast the Maha-chaityas and Viharas at Bhaja, Karle
and Kanhari were due to the munificent gifts of the Buddhist businessmen who
were making huge profits from the Roman trade. In the fifth chapter the author
has tried to visualize how the foreign conquerors like the Rishikas, Sakas and
Kushanas with their hordes on the Grand Route of India, gradually entered
northern India and the Deccan and how the Satavahanas keeping the spirit of
national resistance finally themselves came to an end. The long rivalry between
the Sakas and Sitavahanas was not only due to political reasons but also due to
commerce. While the Satavahanas were firmly established in the Kalyan-Nasik
region the Sakas held sway over Sopara-Bharukachchha region and these regions
exchanged hands several times depending on the strength or weakness of the rivals.
In this connection a new fact has been brought to light that one of the names of
Kanishka was Chandana and according to the Periplus Sandanes or Chandana
exercised authority on Bharukachchha. This theory of Sylvan Levi remains unsup-
ported by known events, but at Ieast one fact supports his theory and it is the
statue of Chashtana along with that of Kanishka found in the Devakula at Mat.
So far the relation of Kanishka with Chashtana remains unexplained. From the
assertion of the Periplus that Sandanes (Chandana or Kanishka) controlled
Bharukachchha it could be suggested that there must have existed some relation-
ship between Kanishka and Chashtana and that Kanishka extended his control over
Bharukachcha-Sopara through Chashtana. The Mat statue of Kanishka represents
~ bim as a middle-aged man, and Chashtana was a young man. It may be sug-

gested that Chashtana was a younger brother or a close relation of Kanishka. It is
also possible that he was racially related with Kanishka’s family. Sylvan Levi has
also suggested that between 25 and 120 A.D. the Yiie-chi were in the Deccan. This
is as well supported by grammatical literature where Mahishaka and the Rishika
Janapadas are shown as related (Kasika Sitra IV. 1. 132; Rishikeshu jatah arshikakh;
Mabhishakeshu jatah Mahishikah). Prof. Mirashi had identified Mahishaka with
South Hyderabad and Rishika with Khandesh. Prof. D.C. Sircar, however,
disagrees with this view (Epig. Ind. XXXV, pp. 69 ff). As a matter of fact in this
region there were located a group of five janapadas. The Rishikas were in Khandesh;
Akola and Amaravati included Vidarbha; in the Aurangabad district the spur of
the Sahyadri extending from Ajanta to the Godavari was the Mulaka land, and to
the south of the Godavari the region of Ahmednagar represented Asmaka and to
its south-east was situated Mahishaka. In the Nasik inscription of Gautamiputra
Satakarni the mention of Rishika, Asmaka, Mulaka and Vidarbha is an additional
link in supporting the existence of the Rishikas in the Deccan. In the Kishkindha
Kanda of the Ramayana as well Sugriva describes the settlements in the Deccan—
Vidarbha, Rishika and Mahishaka together (Vidarbhanrishikanchaiva ramayan-
mahishakanapi 41.10). The geographical references of the Ramayana mention
Suvarpadvipa and the seven states of Java probably in the Saka-Satavahana period.
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The ancient capital of the Pandyas located at Kolkai (Tirunelveli) is said to have
been on the Tamraparani river. In this period trade in black pepper was at
its zenith. Black pepper was loaded on ships in the port of Nakhon-Dharmarad
situated on the eastein Malay coast, and was unloaded in the sea port of Kolkai
and was despatched to Rome by Indian merchants through the Arab intermediaries.
The rememberance of this trade has survived in two names of black pepper namely
Dhamapattana and Kollaka. These trade names also reached northern India where
the compiler of the Amarakosa collected them.

The sixth chapter mentions the story of commerce between India and the
Roman empire in which the author has made full use of the Periplus and Ptolemy.
The port of Barbaricum situated between the seven mouths of the Indus was named
because of its trade relation with Berber or East Africa. This port has also been
named in Takashasiladigana of Panini (IV. 3.93). The name of Bavarias of
Saurashtra, however, could be derived from Vavayia=Vyaparika., The word
Ramanaka in the Nasik cave inscription stands for the Romans.

The putabhedana for emporium and samudraprasthana pattana for ephetarium
are appropriate Sanskrit equivalents. In this chapter Moti Chandra has also pointed
our attention to the cotymba and trappaga mentioned by the Periplus which were
the boats sailing near the Broach coast. In a letter dated 9th March 1953 he in-
formed me that other boat names also appear in Jaina Angavijja.! The Indian
boats referred by the Periplus such as cotymba, trappaga, sangar and colyndia, so
rar I did not get these names in the Indian literature. But this problem has been
solved by the Angavijja. Following is the text:

nava poto salika tappako plavo kande velu tumbo
Kumbho dati cheti-tattha mahavakasesu navi potova
vinneya-majjhimakayesu kottimbo, salika, sanghado
plavo tappako va vinnaya. majjhimanantaresu kattham
va veluma vigneyo-pachchambarakayesu tumbo va
kumbho va dari va vinneya.

In the Indian form they appear as under:

Kottimbo = Cotymba
Tappaka = Trappaga
Samghata = Sangar

In the above account boats are divided into four categories. The larger ships
(mahavakasa) are nava and pota, the middle sized boats (mujjhimakaya) are kottimba,
samghata, plava and tappaka and the small boats are ka{tha and velu, and the smal-
lest boats are tumba, kumbha and dant. The same Angavijja® gives a list of the
following Greek, Iranian and Roman goddesses:

1. Angavi}ja, p. 166 ed, by Shri Punajavijayaji, Varanasi 1957.
2, ibid. p. 69,



xiv TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN ANCIENT INDIA
Rambham Timissakasitti Tidhins §alimalini
Apala Anadi (hi) 1@ vatti Airani tti va vade

Here Apala stands for Pallas Athene; Anzhita for Anahita; Timassakesi for
Artemis. Airani probably stands for the Greek goddess Aphrodite and Tidhini
probably for the Roman goddess Diana. Sallmalmi is probably the moon goddess

Selene. .

The Periplus names Sri Lanka as Palesmoundu (Skt. Paresamudra) which is
also mentioned in the Mahabkarata. In this connection attention may be drawn
to the silver tray found from Lampascos a village in Anatolia now preserved in
the Ankara Museum, which represents Mother India. She wears an India-made
perfumed chaplet; at one time exported to Rome. The Greek and Roman women
wore them on their heads. Those chaplets were made of flower-shaped cotton
pieces dipped in perfume and could be preserved for a long period. The statue of
the Kambojikz in the Mathura Museum wears such a chaplet.

Pliny calls India as the source of precious stones. In this connection the words
of an Arab merchant Hazrat Oman several centuries later are worth noting: ‘“The
Indian rivers are pearls, the mountains rubies and trees perfumes.” In the seventh
chapter basing his information on the Sanskrit and Buddhist literatures from the first
to the fourth century A.D. to the eleventh century the author has solved many geo-
graphical and business problems. Its discussion on several topics in the Mahaniddesa,
Milindapraina, the Mahabharata and the Vasudevahindi are worth following. It is
astonishing to see many foreign ports mentioned by the Greek and Roman writers,
for the first time mentioned in Indian literature: Vesunga, Tamali (Tamiling
island), Vanga (Banka island), Gangana (Zanzibar) have been properly identified.
The identification of Kamalapura of the Vasudevahindt with Khmer or the Arabic
Kamar is appropriate. In the Sabhaparvan of the Mahabharata Antakhi, Roma
and Yavanapur are identified as Antioch, Rome and Alexandria respectively.
These were important foreign capitals with which India had well established trade
relations. The sea route from Cambodia (Kamala) to Alexandria and Rome was
well known to Indian sailors. Their indomitable courage in this connection gave
birth to Banas dictum: “To them the earth appeared as a platform in the courtyard,
and the sea as a mere channel (anganavedivasudha kulya, jaladhik. Harshacharita).
This high mountain of the north and the wide coastline of the seas of the south
offered no impediments but served as bridges for adventurous travellers. They
contributed largely in bringing Central Asia and Indonesia within the fold of
Indian culture. The avadunas of the sea-merchants Ptirna, Suparaga and Kotikarna
serve as beacon light in the Indian nautical science. The lists of twenty-four guilds,
twenty-two heads of guilds and thirty professions preserved in the Mahavastu repre-
sent a flourishing world of trade providing the true index of the production of the
goods.

The Tamil literature of the south also gives a convincing picture of the sea
trade. The description of the port of Kaveripattinam or Puhar with its seashore
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godowns, foreign merchants and markets is so realistic that it is not found any-
where else. At some time the great sea ports of Barbaraka, Bharukachchha,
Murichipattana, Dantapura, Tamralipti etc., repeated the pattern of Kaveripatti-
nam. The statements of two Tamil poets about Muchiri is worth noting. Accord-
ing to them ‘‘The foreign ships bring gold to the sea port of Muchiri within the
boundary of Kerala passing the frothy water of the Periyar river. This gold was
transferred from larger ships to smaller boats. Bags of black pepper were brought
from houses to markets and merchants loaded them on ships in exchange for gold.
At Muchiri the music of the waves never stopped.”

- In the ninth chapter the author has thrown light on caravan and the goods
they carried basing his information on the Jaina chirpis, bhashyas and niryuktis.
Caravans were divided into four categories and the goods they carried were of four
kinds. The sixteen kinds of winds mentioned in the Avasyaka chuirni have been
adopted from the nautical terminology which appears in the later Arabic literature.
The Jaatadharma uses the word potapattana for sea port, elsewhere jalapattana
and velatata have also been used for sea port. It is possible that kaliyaka stands
for Zanzibar. When some sea merchants talked to their king about the striped
horses or zebras of the place, then he specially commissioned them to bring some
to him. The J#atddharma also gives a list of articles loaded on ships; mention may
be made of certain musical instruments, toys and skinful of perfumed oil, which
formed a part of the cargo. The list of the foreign female slaves in the Antagada-
dasao is also interesting as it informs us that they came from the trans-Oxus
country, Ferghana, Sri Lanka, Arabia, Balkh, Iran etc., and employed in the
harems for service. This list includes many countries extending from Sri Lanka to
the Pamirs and from there to Greece which indicates that part of the world with

which India had trade and cultural relations in the early centuries of the
Christian era.

In the Gupta period earning wealth by sea trade had got credence in the
people According to Bana, Lakshmi'is self drawn by sea voyage (abhramanena
Sﬂsamakarshanane, Harshacharita 189). A sentence in the Mrichchhakatika
gives prominence to the spirit of the age. At the instance of Charudatta the
jester went to Vasantaseni to return her ornaments. Seeing the grandeur of her
palace with eight courtyards, he was surprised and he told to the chefi whether her

mistress was interested in shipping business so that she had such riches (bhavan
kim yushmakam yanapatrani vahanti).

In the Gupta period when the great sea traders returned after earning much
gold and precious stones then they distributed a part of their earnings in charity.
Among the sixteen great alms of the Matsya Purana is included the sapta-smudra
mahadana, the water of the wells from the sankalpa was taken from the seven
seas. Such wells have even now survived in great commercial cities as Mathura,
K&é1, Prayaga and Pataliputra. The figure of Sr1 Lakshmi standing on a boat
depicted on a sealing from Bhita symbolised the gainful contemporary sea trade.
Moti Chandra for the first time has rightly interpreted the figure on the seal. The
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close intimacy of the Indian people with the seas is also evident from the contem-
porary literature and inscriptions. This is further supported by the name of
Samudragupta and from the adjective in his inscription: chaturadadhisvadita rasa
and in the imagery of Kailidasa in the Raghuvamsa in which the four oceans are
regarded as the four udders of the cow-shaped earth (payodharibhuatachatubsamu-
dram jugopa-gaorupa-dharamivorvim and in nihiesha pitojjhitasindhurajah) (the sea
is nothing but the symbol of Agastya who once soaked the sea and then threw it
back), and raising eighteen yuEpas in eastern archipelago (ashtadasadvipaml\ha-
tayiapah). These were the common motives of Gupta age.

In the 7th-8th century Indian trade developed further. In.the very begin-
ning we find Bana decorating the earth with the auspicious necklace (mangalaka-
mala) made of eighteen strands. He also imagines about sarvadvipantarasanchari
padalepa (Harshacharita). By the eighth century the Arabs proved very strong
competitors of Indians. The horse trade in this country passed entirely into their
hands and the Sanskrit names for horses were gradually being replaced by their
Arabic equivalents. Haribhadra who wrote the Samaraichchakaha in the eighth
century, used for the first time the Arabic term vollaha. After him Hemachandra
discusses the indigenous names of horses as adopted from the Arabic nomencla- -
tures. He even did not know that vollaha, seraha, kokaha, giyaha etc., were foreign
words. He regarded them as Indian and tried to trace their fanciful etymologies
from Sanskrit (4bhidhana-Chintamani 1V.30.3-7). This clash between India and
the Arab world increased with hurricane force and by the eleventh century it
extended as far as Kasi. In the Deccan, while the Rashtraktitas were friendly to
the Arabs in the 8th-9th century the Gurjara-Pratiharas of the north faced the
situation boldly and were feared by foreigners. In the 11th-12th century the
Chauhans and Gzhadavalas acted as bulwark against the foreign invaders, but in
these wars of survival the most glorious part was played by the Hindu Shahis of
the Panjab and Kabul. With their defeat, however, the gates of northern India
lay open. Even then it took almost 450 years for the Islamic forces to reach Kasi
from Sindh, while other countries fell like a house of cards before the advancing

forces of Islam.

Moti Chandra’s identification of the naval battles depicted on the hero stones
at Eksar near Bombay is also noteworthy. He has suggested that Bhoja of Malava
had conquered the Konkan in about 1019 and the representations of naval battles
depicted on the hero stones show his engagement with the rulers of the Konkan.

This book also acquaints us with the terms used in the construction and build-
ing of ships. The bow is termed as galahl, matha and mukha. The decoration of
the bow with animal heads is termed gilasa by the boatmen of Varanasi. The
word could be derived from grasa which in Sanskrit architectural terminology is
synonymous with simhamukha (lion-head). The Jain literature uses the word purao
for the bow. The other words in current use are mathakatha (outrigger), lahartoda
(washtrake), ghodt (portside), pala ki tedhl lakdt (boom), jali (grate), pichhadi
(stern), pulia (derrick), mattavarana (deck house), agramandira (cabin), chhally
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(coupling block), gunarakha (S. gunavrikshaka), naukipadanda, mastula (mast),
karnadhara, pawvaria (helmsman) etc. Many technical terms used by boatmen
sailing in the rivers and seas could be usefully gathered. Maiku, a boatman plying
his boat on the Triveni Sangam of Allahabad, informed me that at one time a
thousand boats such as pataila, mahelia, dakela, ulaki, dogi, bajara, malhani, bhau-
lia, panasuiya, katar, bhadaria etc., plied on rivers. I am indebted to him for the
following terms: bandheja (two poles on top of the boat), batr7 (parallel wooden
sticks between the two poles), humas (vertical poles from the bottom to bandheja),
bara (horizontal wooden strips between the humases), galahi (the bow, from where
the boatman plies his oars), baghaudi (the iron rings for the oars), baha (the string
loops in which the oars are inserted), para (the terminating point of the oar),
sikka or ginni (the decorative rosette on the bow), giina (the long thin rope used
for dragging the boat against the current), jaigha (the string tied round the rope-
drawer), phodt (the box in which rolls of the rope are kept), ghirani (pulley), bhati
(flow), ujana (against the current), gilasapatti (S. grasapati), ukeri (the wooden
piece of the bow), etc. The terminology of the sailors on the western sea coast is
even more interesting, for example Guj. patan, Mar. malaka (peel), gabhada (leak),
ota (lee), Mar. damanvada (leeward), Guj. vamani, Mar. vahani (jéttison), dhira
(hold, hatchway; Mar. palata), Mar. kathapada (hull), Guj. khoka, chabiitaro
(bunk), patya (board), talayu (bottom), pharada (break water), bharati (burden),
kalphat (caulking), galbar (craft), Guj. galari (derrick, crane), Mar. godi (dock-
yard), phanna (forward deck, forecastle), nira (freight), nira chigthi (bill of lading),
sukanu (helm), Mar. hoka yantra (compass), kabala (charter party), pathar (dun-
nage), chhalaka (pier) etc.

It is difficult to understand the story of Indian history without understanding
the great achievements of Indian sailors and sea captains and their close coopera-
tion with caravan leaders. Particularly is this true with reference to the eastern
Archipelago and the Arabian Sea. According to the Milindapraina a determined
and dutiful sailor always thought, “I am a servant who works on the ship for
wages. It is due to this ship that I earn my livelihood. I should never be idle and
neglectful in my duties. I should always be busy in my work attentively.” This
thought was the true foundation of the ancient Indian shipping.

The Indian caravan always extended an earnest invitation to people to come
out of the safety of their houses and lead a healthy outdoor life. Travelling with
a caravan was never burdensome for an individual as it was accompanied by happi-
ness, courage, comradeship and helpfulness. The key to this happy life is found
in the following dictum in the Mahabharata where In answer to a question from
Yudhisthira, the Yaksha said:

Sarthah pravasato mitram bharya mitram grihasatah
(Aranyaka Parvan 297.45)

“To those who go out on a journey the caravan is a friend in the same way
as wives are friends when they are residing in their homes.”
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The ever flowing current of life in the caravan attracted others to join it, its spirit
of comradeship being irresistibly compelling.

The Buddhist-Jain-Brahmana and Sanskrit-Pali-Prakrit literatures equally irri-
gate the vast field of Indian culture. They are linked strongly and they are full of
historical references and meaningful words. The present study by Moti Chandra
is an indication that for the national history of India not only the study of Indian
sources is necessary, but one has to approach the Greek, Chinese and Arabic
sources for its better understanding. Many studies of this nature are required.
Then in years to come we will be able to raise the magnificent edifice of Indian

history.

V. S. AGRAWALA



PREFACE

LMOST TWENTY-FIVE years back I studied the Jain and Buddhist literatures
with a view to find out such material bearing on certain aspects of Indian
social institutions about which the Sanskrit literature is almost silent. My ex-
perience in this field of study was that in the canonical and story literature of
Buddhists and Jains such accounts have survived which throw light on ancient trade
routes, trade, organisation of the caravans, and the position of the caravan leader.
These ancient stories inform us that in spite of manifold difficultis the Indian
caravan always plied on land and sea routes and it was due to their indomitable
courage that Indian religion and culture gained a firm foothold in Greater India.
Unfortunately the ancient Indian literature has no work like the Periplus of the
Erythraean Sea or Ptolemy’s Geography which has survived. But even then
some ancient Indian works like the Makaniddesa and Vasudeva-hindi and the
Arthasastra contain geographical information which informs us that the Indians
were well acquainted with land and sea routes. Moreover, we are further informed
about different kinds of routes, the troubles encountered by travellers, the construc-
tion of sea-worthy ships, export and import etc.

There has been a very intimate relationship between trade, trade routes and
politics and, therefore, T have tried to elucidate contemporary political conditions in
different periods of Indian history. The political conditions help us to comprehend
the history of Indian trade and commerce in a realistic manner. For instance, in
the early centuries of the Christian era the foundation by Kanishka of an empire
extending from the confines of China to whole northern India opened the
great silk route to Indians, and secondly the establishment of the Roman empire
opened the Red Sea route which was the preserve of the Arabs to Alexandrian
Greeks and some Indians as well. It is due to these political conditions that in the
contemporary literature and inscriptions we get an impression of the growing
trade between India and the Roman empire. The archaeological finds from
Arikamedu, Ankota (Baroda), Brahmagiri {Kolhapur), Kapisi (Begram) and Taxila
also throw important light on the trade relations between India and the Roman
empire. However, after the downfall of the Roman empire and the Kushana
empire difficulties again arose on the trade routes and consequently the trade
suffered. One of the reasons behind the war of the Sakas and Satavahanas was
the lucrative trade with the Roman empire. Both the powers wanted to control the
port of Broach which was the key point in this trade. The efforts of the Satavahanas
to control the trade route between Ujjain and Mathura was with the same objec-
tive. The battle for Broach resulted in shifting most of the trade activities to
Muchiri (Cranganore) to which taking advantage of the monsoon wind the Roman
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ships sailed directly. Some scholars are of the opinion that because of the cons-
tant warfare between the Sakas and Satavahanas the Indian colonisers proceeded
to Suvarnabhtimi. Perhaps trade must have been one of the reasons for Rajendra
Chola leading a naval expedition to Suvarpabh@mi. Literature throws important
light on the trade routes and caravans using them. They had to face many difficul-
ties including robbers and wild animals. The caravan leader looked after the
safety of the members of the caravan and made arrangements for their food
and their security. In the sea-voyage the dangers were even more such as
cyclones, submarine rocks, dangerous aquatic animals and pirates. Moreover,
while transacting business in foreign lands merchants were often cheated. The
safeguard against these dangers was the skill of the skipper and the caravan leader.
The Buddhist literature informs us that in ancient India there was a book on nauti-
cal science known as Niryamaka Sutra. The study of this work was incumbent on
sea captains, seamen of all categories. The literature provides information about
the means of communication such as bullock carts, horses, donkeys, camels, oxen,
boats and ships. Now and then technical words about shipping are found. But we
have to depend on art for information about these means of communication. Except
at Bharhut, Amaravati, Ajanta and some Satavahana coins Indian boats and ships
are seldom represented. Fortunately many ship types have been represented on the
bas-relief of Borobudur. Whether these ships are of Indian or Indonesian origin it
is difficult to say. I have assembled all the material in Chapter XIII.

The book is full of Sanskrit, Pili, Prakrit, Greek, Latin, Arabic and Chinese
names and therefore one word at many places has been pronounced differently. I
hope my readers will excuse me for these discrepancies.

I am also thankful to friends for their useful suggestions. The late Dr. V.S.
Agrawala had not only advised me from time to time, but also wrote an introduc-
tion to my book. Shri Wakhankar and others helped me in preparing some draw-
ings. My wife Smt. Shanti Devi has always shared my difficulties. I have no words
to thank her.

MOTI CHANDRA
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CHAPTER [

ANCIENT TRADE ROUTES

EOGRAPHY PLAYS an important part in the evolution of a culture. The
changing climate not only affects the life of the people but also influences their
character and thought processes. For instance, in the arid regions where man has to
stage constant war against nature, he develops a rough character and is prone to
raids and robbery which is in direct contrast to the mild character of the peoples
living in tropical countries, because nature easily satisfies their demand and there-
fore their character is mild. The trade routes of a country also depend on certain
geographical factors. The routes passing through mountains and deserts are naturally
very difficult, but the same routes passing through the open valleys, rivers and vast
plains become easier.

It is difficult to ascertain the time taken in the evolution of trade routes in
this country, though ages must have passed in their evolution and innumerable tribes
must have participated in giving them their distinctive character. The nomadic
tribes in search of fodder for their flocks must have got themselves gradually
acquainted with the natural routes of the country, but even before them, the primi-
tive hunters in search of their prey must have treaded on the natural routes which
later on assumed the character of highways. This search for natural passages must
have continued for ages, and in course of time the whole country got covered with
a network of trade routes.

The Vedic literature constantly remembers these early path-ﬁnders. Agni is
designated as “‘pathi krit” because by burning vast jungle tracks it created routes
following which the Vedic culture entered the farther corners of India.

The pleasures and pains of travel in ancient times depended on the geographi-
cal situations of the trade routes and the measures taken to safeguard them against
predators and wild animals. When we think of ancient routes of which our con~
querors, rulers, pilgrims, wanderers and merchants made use then we will have to
forget about our modern roads passing through smiling fields on both sides, villages,
towns and cities. Ancient India had no doubt some big cities but the majority of
the people lived in villages and most part of the country was covered with dense
forests through which the roads passed. These roads were often infested with wild
animals; robbers lay in wait for travellers and as the food problem was difficult
travellers had to carry their own provision. It was very dangerous to travel alone
on these roads and therefore people travelled together in well organised caravans
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TRAVELLERS IN PROTOHISTORIC AND
VEDIC PERIODS

ROM THE very beginning travelling either for commerce or for any other pur-
pose formed an integral part of civilization. Even in the days when civilization
was in its early stages men travelled, though the purpose of their travelling might
have been very different than it is today. Difficult mountain ranges, dense forests and
burning deserts could not stop them from travelling. The purpose behind travelling
of its primitive people was mostly in search of such places where food such as edible
roots, fruits and animals and the pastures for grazing their cattle and cave shelters
for their habitation were available. If the soil lost its fertility or if owing to the
change of climate their way of life was affected then they went in search of new
land across the forests and hills.

Man in his nomadic state always wandered in search of pasturages for his
herds of cattle. There are many instances in the history of mankind which tell us
that owing to the change in climate and difficulties in eking his livelihood, man
did not feel hesitant in undertaking long journeys.

We know that in historical period the Sakas unmindful of the burning deserts
and difficult mountains entered Iran and India. The Aryans, by whose culture we
swear today, for this very reason, migrated from their homeland to Europe, Iran
and India. In the course of their wanderings these nomadic peoples took to routes
which were afterwards used by the conquerors and merchants.

The agricultural stage in the history of man extricated him from the primitive
hunting stage and settled him on the land which yielded grains to support his liveli-
hood. In this age when man was provided with a definite means of livelihood a
sense of permanency entered his life and because of this he diverted his attention
to the problems of social organisation. But with agriculture his life became more
complicated and gradually he began realising his responsibility towards society and
thus he became its integral part. At this stage he began realising the importance of
commerce though it does not mean that he in his nomadic stage did not practise
commerce, because archacology is a witness to the fact that man even in his primi-
tive stages practised commerce and goods were transported from one place to
another by land and sea routes though in limited quantities.

It may, therefore, be asserted that in agriculture stage the primitive farmers
received a fresh stimulus because when man was satisfied with the production of
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TRAVELLERS IN THE AGE OF MAHAJANAPADAS

E HAVE secen in the previous chapter how the Aryans had progressed and
organised themselves in the country, but unfortunately in the absence of
archaeological evidence their history is still literary and confused. The systematic
history of India begins with the occupation by the Achaemenian power of Sind and
some parts of the Panjab and the subsequent campaigns of Alexander. These sources
inform us that the caravans of the immigrant Aryans had come to a stop on the
sector of the Grand Route from Balkh to Taxila and that the chapter of political
campaigns had begun. The invasion of India from the time of Achaemenians was
continued by the Scythians, Parthians, Kushinas, Huns, Turks and the Mongols. In
this chapter we shall try to deal with the immigration of foreign tribes in this country.

The campaigns of Cyrus and Darius I were political in nature. The campaigns
of Cyrus continued upto the river Jaxartes (Syr Darya) and of Darius I to the
Indus. According to Pliny, however, Cyrus reached upto Kzpist and Herodotus is
of the opinion that the campaigns of Darius reached upto the Indian Ocean. Foucher!
is of the opinion that the campaigns of Alexander were modelled after the cam-
paigns of the Achaemenians as Alexander was much influenced by the Iranians. He
adopted their religion and the administrative methods of Darius III. Perhaps this was
essential for re-establishing the political boundaries of the Achaemenians. Foucher
again draws our attention to the refusal of Alexander’s soldiers to proceed beyond
the Beas river; it was not due to the fact that they were tired, but because they had
re-established the boundaries of the ancient Iranian empire and, therefore, it was
not incumbent upon them to go beyond it. When puzzled and angry Alexander
returned by the way of the Indus to Iran even then he was taking the same route
which Darius I took.

It is important to know about the conquest of Gandhiira by the Achaemenians.
It is evident from the Achaemenian inscriptions that this event took place in 520
B.C. or a little before that. Sind perhaps came under the rule of Iran in 517 or 516
B.C. Foucher divides the conquest of Sind by the Achacmenians in two parts.
Cyrus (552-530 B.C.) in his first campaign put an end to the capital town of
Kapist then perhaps marching on the Grand Route he conquered Gandhara which
became a province of his empire. At that time the frontier of Gandhira in the
west was Ubpairisacna or beyond the Hindukush and in the south to the lower
Panjab in which lay Kaspapyros (Kassapapura) or Multan. In the cast its boundary
touched Rawalpindi which along the river Jhelum formed a part of the kingdom of
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TRAVELLERS AND CONQUERORS ON THE GRAND
ROUTE OF INDIA IN THE MAURYAN PERIOD

FROM THE fourth century B.C. to the first century B.C. the Grand Route of
India witnessed many changes. The chief event of the fourth century B.C. was
the development and organisation of the Mauryan empire of Magadha. The develop-
ment of this empire began after the conquest of Anga by Bimbisara in about 500
B.C. After him Ajatasatru extended his sway on Kaséi, Kosala and Videha. The
Mauryan empire had grown to such an extent that its capital was removed from
Rajagriha to Pataliputra on the confluence of the Sone and Ganga as this town
was of great military importance. The Nandas had perhaps occupied Kalinga but
Chandragupta Maurya extended his empire to the north-west of the Indian sub-
continent. It is, however, a historical fact that Asoka conquered Kalinga. In the
second century B.C. the Indo-Greeks led a military expedition against Pataliputra.
After them the Scythians and the Parthians entered India through the Grand
Route. ‘

It is important to remember in connection with the campaigns of Alexander
against India that owing to the tribal rebellions in the fifth century B.C. the eastern
frontier of the Achaemenian empire had become very much contracted and the -
republics in Sindh and the Panjab had gained their independence. The statement
of Strabo that the frontier of India and Iran was on the Sindh river is not correct,
because according to Arrian the Iranian Kshatrapas had no control beyond Lagh-
man and Nagarahira.! Foucher is of the opinion that the statement of the com-
panions of Alexander that he proceeded beyond the Indus is purposefully incorrect.
In his opinion in the spring of 326 B.C., when Alexander reached Taxila he had
conquered most of the Achaemenian empire. The revolt of the Macedonian
soldiers on the Beas river according to Foucher was due to the fact that after con-
quering the Achaemenian empire they did not want to proceed beyond. Alexander’s
decision to march back by the Indus informs us that some part of the Achaemenian
empire had yet remained to be conquered. In the spring of 325 B.C., when
Alexander reached the confluence of the Indus with other rivers of the Panjab,
then according to the Behistun inscription he had reconquered Gandhara.? The
land extending to the confluence of the Akesines with other rivers when it was put
under the control of the Kshatrapas then Hindu-Sindhu-Sind province of Darius
was re-established.?

One is tempted to accept the above opinion but unfortunately it lacks histori-
city. There is absolutely no proof that the Achaemenians had reached the Beas
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MERCHANTS CONQUERORS AND BARBARIANS

- ON THE GRAND ROUTE
FROM THE SECOND CENTURY B.C. TO THIRD CENTURY A.D.

IN THE second Century B.C. there occurred an important event on the Grand Route
in the shape of the invasion of the Indo-Greeks of Bactria of Pataliputra. We have
already observed that after the departure of Alexander from India the Mauryas rose
to the zenith of power. From Chandragupta Maurya to Asoka, the Mauryas occu-
pied most of India and also in that period the Greeks had relation with this country.
However, after ASoka the Mauryan empire began breaking up and the country was
divided into many states. Taking advantage of this state of affairs, Demetrius, the
ruler of Bactria crossing the Hindukush led a military expedition against India. But
his expedition was different in nature than that of Alexander, as he confinedh is ex-
pedition to Western Panjab only, but the Indo-Greeks of Bactria penetrated the very
heart of India and reached as far as Pataliputra. It is difficult to ascertain the
exact date of this expedition, but according to Tarn, this event took place in about
175 B.C.

In his expedition to India Demetrius was accompanied by his commander-in-
chief Menander. Starting from Balkh his forces reached Taxila and thus he manag-
ed to occupy Gandhara. He established his capital at Pushkarzdvati in that region.
Before marching onwards perhaps he appointed his son Demetrius II as the ruler
of Uparisayena and Gandhara and he established his capital at Kapisi. After
occupying Taxila the forces of Demetrius marched onwards by two routes. One
route was the same which passing the Panjab and Delhi went to Patna and the
second route proceeded along the Indus river to its mouth. Making use of these
routes Demetrius, Apollodotus and Menander decided to conquer the whole nor-
thern India. In the opinion of Tarn, Menander took one route and Apollodotus
and Demetrius perhaps proceeding onwards by the route of the Indus conquered
Sindh and established there a place named Dattamitri, which must have been situated
somewhere near Brahmanabad. It seems that Demetrius did not proceed beyond
this point and entrusting the administration of Sindh to Apollodotus returned to
Balkh.

Some information is available about the progress of Menander on the Grand
Route from Grecian and Indian sources. Menander at first occupied Sakala, from
here according to the Yuga Purana the Grecian forces reached Mathuri and then
marching onwards they reached Saketa, Prayaga and Varanasi and finally to Patali-
putra. The archaeological proof of this march of the Indo-Greeks is available



CHAPTER VI
\

TRADE BETWEEN INDIA AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE

N THE first two centuries of the Christian era there was considerable increase in
the trade between India and Rome. The reason for this was the establishment
of comparative peace by the Roman Empire which showed the way for new explo-
rations and developments. The geographical importance of Arabia, the Asia Minor
and north-eastern Africa serving as a chain for joining the West and Western Asia
came into focus in this period. Roman merchants in Western. Asia strengthened
their business with ample financial resources thus consolidating their influence. But
in spite of this it is strange that during their commercial intercourse the Roman and
Indian merchants seldom met. The intermediaries in their trade were the
Alexandrian Greeks, Syrian Jews, Armenians, Arabs, Axumites and the Parthians
controlling the Somaliland and the land route leading to the East.

Asia Minor aod Arabia may be regarded as the waistland of the land mass of
Europe, Africa and- Asia from which Italy and the sea coast of India are equidis-
tant.

Because of the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the
Indian Ocean came nearer to each other. The Red Sea is nearest to the Mediter-
ranean and, therefore, it became a regular trade route with India.

Asia Minor and Arabia connected the Mediterranean with India by the land
routes as well. In this region we have seen the carriers of Indian goods and their
owners proceeding to the West. On this route many cities were also founded
which flourished on account of their trade.

The Roman Empire was established in Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt, but
Arabia was not under its control'and the tribes of the Caucasus did not care for
its orders. We have already discussed how the Saka-Satavahanas and the Tamil
States had established their authorities on the land routes and ports and though
there were political turmoils in their domains this did not affect the trade of the
country. To encourage foreign trade Kanishka adopted the standard of the Roman
gold coins for his own gold issues. This was necessary because in that period the
Roman coinage served as an international currency.

During the Ptolemy dynasty of Egypt Alexandria had turned into chief
market for merchants from Europe, Asia and Africa. 1In the time of Augustus one



CHAPTER VII

TRAVELLERS IN BUDDHIST SANSKRIT AND LATER

- PALI LITERATURES _
(FROM THE 1ST CENTURY TO THE 10TH CENTURY A.D.)

S WE have seen in Chapter VI that for the history of the land and sea routes of
India, we have to depend mostly on foreign literature, but fortunately in Jain,
Buddhist and Sanskrit literatures as well, we have important data about travelling
and trade routes. But unfortunately, this material has not been properly sifted
and studied. Professor Sylvain Levi has thrown important light on the geography
_ and trade routes of this country based on indigenous sources. The ancient Tamil
literature also provides information on the Indian trade in the early centuries of
the Christian era. The Sanskrit Buddhist literature could be assigned to the
early centuries of the Christian era, but to determine the chronology of the Jain
literature which includes S#tras, Bhashyas, Chirnis, Chhedasttras and Tikas is not
so easy. Nevertheless, this voluminous literature should be dated not later than
the sixth century A.D., the Tikas, however, being later; the same holds good about
the Tamil literature also. The Brihadkatha Sloka Samgraha of Buddhasvami may
also be dated to the fifth or sixth century A.D. but it also includes materal which
has been borrowed from the Brihadkatha of Gunadhya written in the first century
A.D. The same may be said of the Vasudevahindi written by Sanghadasa, though it
should be noted here that it has material which is nearer to the B,rihadkgthrz as it
has borrowed more material from this source than the Brihadkatha Sloka Sam-
graha. Using there sources, we can draw a convincing picture of the trade routes
of India and the experiences of the travellers.

The early Indian literature under question makes occasional references to
the trade routes. In somewhat later Indian literature these routes have been classi-
fied. This classification also appears in early grammatical literature, the Arthasastra
and other literary sources as well. We shall see later on that in the Gupta period
the classification of trade routes had become conventional. The classification of
the land and sea routes in the Mahaniddesa! was at first noted by Professor Sylvain
Levi.2 The writer of the Mahaniddesa commenting on Atthakavagga (Tissameya-
sutta) on the word parikissati (one which causes pain) observes that facing all diffi-
culties a wayfarer reached Gumba, Takkola Takkasila, Kilamukha, Maranapara,
Vesunga, Verapatha, Java, Tamali, Vanga, Flavaddhana, Suvannaktta, Tamba-
panni, Suppara, Bharukachchha, Gangana, Paramagangana, Yona, P?.ramayona,
Allasanda, Marukantira, Ja(va)pnupatha, Ajapatha, Mendhapatha, Sankupatha,
Musikapatha and Vettadhara, but he did not achieve the peace of mind anywhere.
In the Milinda Praina® as well some geographical information about Indian ports



CuaPTER VIII

TRADERS OF SOUTH INDIA

IN THE early centuries of the Christian era we do not get much information about
the trade routes and travellers of south India from indigenous sources. It is,
- however, certain that the travellers of Tamil Nad had intimate trade relations with
foreign countries specially with Babylonia. However, the darkness of south Indian
history is somewhat lifted in the early centuries of the Christian era. There is no
unanimity of opinion about the date of the early Tamil literature, which is the only
source of information about the social and political history of the south. Some
scholars date it to the early centuries of the Christian era, while others bring it
down to the 5th century A.D.

The picture of south Indian cultures is available from the Silappadikaram, Mani-
mekhalai and miscellaneous poems of the Sangam age. The volume of this litera-
ture proves that the culture of south India was as much developed as that of north
India. As foreign trade brought enough gold in south India, the luxurious life of the
people increased considerably. The sea trade was at its zenith and shipping on the
eastern coast ranged from Tamralipti on the Bay of Bengal upto the mouth of the
Indus of the western coast. The sea merchants of the south India carried their
goods to Sri Lanka, Suvarnadvipa and East Africa. The Roman traders were also
constantly visiting south Indian ports and exported.from there black pepper and
spices, valuable muslin and precious stones and pearls to Rome. There is hardly
any doubt that the Roman merchants had intimate knowledge of the sea coast of
south India and the contemporary Roman geographers made good use of the
knowledge.

The literature of the Sangam age informs us that in the big cities of south
India lived great caravan traders who constantly travelled by road and sea routes.
According to the Silappadikaram® in Puhar or Kaveripattinam, there lived a sea
caravan leader (manaikan) and another master of caravan on the land route-
(masattuvan). The Tamil literature does not give enough information about the sea-
route, but there is no doubt that the south had trade relations with Ujjain through
Paithan. South Indian merchants and pilgrims reached Varanasi via Ujjain. The
Manimekhalai mentions that a Brahman pilgrim from Varanasi along with his wife
paid visit to the Cape Comorin.? The Silappadikaram?® mentions the sealed goods
from north India reached the south, and merchants had to pay customs duties and
other taxes on the loads.*



CHAPTER IX

TRAVELLER AND CARAVAN TRADER IN
JAIN LITERATURE
(FIRST CENTURY TO SIXTH CENTURY A.D.)

HE JAIN canonical literature including the Angas, Upangas, Gathas, Chirnis
and their commentaries is full of interesting material, but unfortunately, it has
not been studied very much, The chief reason for this is the non-availability of
Jain texts and the difficulty of the language which makes the interpretations diffi-
cult. Except for some Jain works, most of the Jain literature has been published
for the edification of the Jain devotees. Very little care has been taken in editing
them and they are full of misprints and wrong texts. They have neither introduc-
tion nor indices. They also lack linguistic notes which makes it difficult to under-
stand the correct import of the texts. To trace any cultural reference in Jain
literature it is necessary to go through all of it. But if one is brave enough to
wade through its mass, then it becomes evident that without the study of Jain litera-
ture the cultural history of India remains incomplete, because the Jain literature
throws light on certain aspects of Indian culture which have not been mentioned
either in Pali or Sanskrit literature and even if they are referred to, the references
are very sketchy. For example, let us take the topic of Sarthavaha! The
Brahamanic Sanskrit literature, because of difference in point of view throws very
limited light on the problem. As against this the Buddhist literature deals with the
subject at some length though the story-telling element has an upper hand in such
descriptions. Therefore it is difficult to find out from the Buddhist literature in
what kinds of goods the merchants traded and what was their organisation. But
the Jain literature believes in giving even the minutest details. It has nothing to do
with poetic prose. Whatever subject it touches it describes in detail, unmindful
whether such descriptions go well with the framework of story. The Jain monks
were wanderers by nature and while travelling from place to place they did not fail
to observe the life of the people. Jainism was also chiefly the religion of merchants
and, therefore, the Jain literature has not failed to describe the various aspects of
the life of their followers. The Jain monks wherever they went studied its geogra-
phical and social conditions and also the local language in order to preach to the
people at large. We shall try to describe the light the Jain literature throws on
the organisation of the merchant community, the caravan on the march etc. It is
difficult to be certain about the date of the Jain angas and upangas. But most of
the Jain canonical literature could be dated to the early centuries of the Christian
era. The Bhashyas and Chirpis may be dated to the Gupta period or a little later.
Whatever may be their date, there is hardly any doubt that the material pre-
served in them is fairly ancient.



CHAPTER X

TRAVELLERS AND CARAVANS
IN THE GUPTA PERIOD

THE GUPTA period is regarded as the Golden Age of Indian history. In this
period Indian culture crossing the boundaries of India made great impact on
Central Asia and Malaysia. The carriers of this culture were merchants, the
Buddhist monks and Brahman priests, who facing all the difficulties of land and
sea routes, kept on the country’s relation with foreign countries.

In Central Asia Indian colonies were established before the Gupta period,
but in this period the cultural and trade relation with eastern countries grew consi-~
derably. In the Sanskrit literature of the period, the term Dvipantara is used for
the Eastern Archipelago. Kalidasa mentions cloves imported from those islands
(dvipantaranita lavangapushpaik). The Markandeya Purana® mentions Indradvipa,
Kaseruman, Tamraparna, Gabhastiman, Nzgadvipa, Saumya, Gandharva and
Varuna (Borneo) islands girded by the sea. According to the Vamana Purdna®
these nine islands were sanctified by the Indians by the performance of yajaas,
wars and business (ijyayuddha-vanijyabhik karmabhih kritapavanah).

Before we inquire about the works of merchants and preachers of religions
in the Gupta period, it is necessary to know an outline of the history of that
period, because it informs us how in this country a state was established in the
fourth century which touched all aspects of Indian culture, whether it be arts,
literature, religion, politics, trade and commerce and the daily life of the people.
The conquests of Samudragupta tried to bring different parts of the country under
the central rule thus establishing peace on the road system of India.

- In the first flush Samudragupta conquered north-western India. After that
came the turn of Padmiavatl in Malwa and north-eastern Rajasthan where his
victorious army reached Marwar upto Pushkarana (Pokbaran). His military ex-
pedition in eastern India brought under his control Samatata, Davaka (Dacca),
Kamartipa and Nepal. In Central India his conquest started from Kausambi.
From here he procecded to Dahala and then defeated several forest states in eastern
Madhya Pradesh.

In his conquest of the Panjab, Samudragupta conquered the Yaudheyas of
eastern Panjab and Rajasthan and the Madras of Jullundur and Sialkot offered
their submission to him. 1In the end he invaded the territories of Sahanuéahis.
According to history the dynasty of Kanishka ended in the third century due to the



CHAPTER XI

INDIAN TRAVELLERS AND MERCHANTS
FROM THE 7TH TO 11TH CENTURY A.D.

ITH THE death of Harsha, the age of great empires was practically over and
anarchical ccnditions prevailed all over the country. Kanauj tried to raise
its head but the rulers of Kashmir did not allow it to do so. After that, to establish
their suzerainty in the valleys of Ganga and Jamuna, there was constant warfare
between the Pilas of Bengal and Bihar, the Gurjara-Pratiharas and Rashtrakiitas of
the Deccan. After constant warfare of almost half a century in which victory
passed sometimes in one hand and sometimes to the other. In the end, however,
the Gurjara-Pratiharas established their empire firmly. Before A.D. 836 they
brought Kanauj under their banner and owing to the prowess of the famous Bhoja
and Mahendrapila their empire extended from Karnal to Bihar and from Sindh to
Saurashtra and northern Bengal. Onfaccount of the strength of the Gurjara-Prati-
hara empire the Muslim kingdom in Sindh received a great shock and, therefore,
the Gurjara-Pratiharas were regarded as the greatest enemy of Islam. If the Arabs
had not received the help of the Rashtrakutas then perhaps the Arab kingdom of
the Sindh would have come to an end.

After the death of Harsha in the middle of the seventh century, Hiuen-Tsiang
gives a survey of the states in India at that time. In north-western India the
boundary of Kapisa included the valley of the Kabul river and the land extending
from the Hindukush to the river Indus. The boundary of this state passing the
right bank of the Indus reached Sindh and included Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Dera-
Ismail-Khan and Dera-Ghazi-Khan. Jaguda was situated in the west of Kapisa and
it exported saffron. This Jaguda has been identified with the Jabul of the Arab
geographers. To the north of Kapisa was situated Opiane, but it seems that most of
Kapisa was governed by feudal chiefs. The direct rule of Kapisa extended on the
route from Kabul to Udabhanda and from Kapisa to Arakhosia and the route from
Jaguda to the lower Panjab.

To the west of Kapisa was located Ghor. In the north-west, the mountain
ranges of Koh-baba and Hindukush separated Bamyan and the Turkish empire
lying to its south. In its north, from Lampaka to the Indus was located Kafiristan.
On the left bank of the river, two feudatory chiefs of Kashmir, namely Urasi and
Simhapura were located. From Simhapura began the territory of the Takkas
which extended from the Beas to Simhapura and from Sialkot to Multan. In the
south, Sindh was divided into three parts in which the lowest part extended to the
sea and its ruler was a descendant of Mihirakula. On his return journey Hiuen-



Chaprter XI11

- INDIAN FLEET OVER THE SEAS

WE HAVE observed in the previous chapters that the relation between India and
Indonesia was mostly cultural and commercial though this does not mean
that the Indians, at times, following an expansionist policy, did not wage war
against the original inhabitants of Indonesia to establish their colonies. Kaundinya
who laid the foundation of Indian culture in Funan had to fight a sea battle with
its queen. In this act of colonisation how many Indian fleets helped, we do not
know from history, but it seems that in the establishment of the empire of érivijaya
by the Sailendra dynasty, Indian fleets must have played an important part. The
Arab geographers frequently mention the existence of Indian fleets on the western
sea-coast of India, but the Arab fleets always proved stronger to Indian fleets and,
therefore, they were able to subdue Indian fleets in many sea battles.

We want to draw the attention of scholars to such an incident in the eleventh
ceritury which informs us that even in this age Indian fleets were quite strong. In
the middle of the ninth century the empire of the Sailendras was separated from
Java. Even then the Sailendras were not very much weakened. In 1006 A.D.
they invaded Java and destroyed it, but troubles were threatening them from the
other side. In South India, the Cholas were dreaming of establishing themselves
overseas and in order to fulfil this dream they, as a first step, subdued the eastern
sea coast of India. The Sailendras maintained good relation with the Cholas in
the beginning, but the imperial policy of the Cholas resulted in strained relations
between the two empires. Within a short time Ré&jendra Chola conquered the
ruler of Java and brought within his control Sumatra and the- Malay peninsula.
But the descendants of Rajendra Chola, taking advantage of these victories, could
not strengthen their power in that region. Upto 1050 A.D. sea battles continued
in a ding-dong manner but in the end the Cholas found it advisable to. withdraw
from such sporadic battles.. ' ‘

" The conquests of the Cholas began from 907 A.D. in the reign of Pardntaka
I. Rizja Rija the Great (985-1012 A.D.) after winning many battles established
himself as the emperor of the whole of South India. His great son, Rajendra
Chola (1012-1035 A.D.), carried his victories upto Bengal, thus making Chola the
most powerful empire of India. ~ . :

 : The ;Cholas , were élso, a grgat sea-ﬁowcr and, therefore, they came into con- .
tact with the Sailendras of Srivijaya. We are not aware of the reasons which led



CHAPTER XIII

CARAVAN IN INDIAN ART

IN THE preceding chapters, on the strength of historical, geographical and com-
mercial evidences, we have tried to trace the history of trade routes on which
the conquerors, caravans and merchants travelled and maintained the national and
international relations of India. In this chapter we shall try to probe the material
about the caravan available from Indian sculpture and painting. As the early
Indian art is realistic we could expect to get some details of the caravan travelling
on land and sea routes. Unfortunately, though these early sculptures throw light
on other aspects of Indian life, it is almost silent on the modes of travelling. There-
fore, very few Indian ships have been represented and little information is available
on the travellers on the land and sea routes.

As we have seen above, some boats have been represented on the seals and
potsherds of the Indus Valley Culture (see Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4). Both the bow and stern
of these ships were raked. But after the Indus Valley Culture we do not get any
representation of Indian ship in art. In the second century B.C., however, a ship
is represented in a Bharhut bas-relief.! This ship is raked at both ends. Three
sailors are shown on it and it seems to have been built by a primitive technique.

- The coconut fibre seems to have been used for sewing the timber together. This
ship has been attacked by a sea monster which is swallowing the travellers
fallen into the sea (Pl. 1V). According to Dr. Barua, this particular scene refers to
the rescue of Vasugupta from the mouth of a whale.2

The bas-reliefs of Sanchi have very few rcpresentations of boats. Oaly at two
places boats have been represented. At one place it is a river boat made of timber
sewn together with coconut fibre (Fig. 7).2 At a second* place the boat is shaped
like a strange animal whose body is that of a fish and the head is that of a jardiula
(Fig. 8). There is a cabin in the centre and the boat is manned by a boatman.
In the early centuries of the Christian era, a boat is represented only in one of
the Amaravati bas-reliefs. As Amaravati stupa was built during the Satavahana
period one could expect the representation of ships and merchants in its bas-reliefs.
Fortunately, as we have seen in Chapter V, some coins (see Fig. 5) of Yajiiaéri
Satakarni represent two masted ships equipped with riggings and sails, their bows
and sterns being raked. There is no doubt that such ships sailed from the eastern
sea-coast of India upto China on one side and Alexandria on the other.

In the middle portion of a bas-relief from Amaravatit (Fig. 9) we find the
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Ja Sculptured slab, Museum of Palmyra

1b Lakshmi, Lampeskos, 2nd-3rd cent. A.D.




IIb Memorial stone, Eksar (Thana), early
12th cent. A.D.

Ila Memorial stone, Eksar (Thana), early
12th cent. A.D.




IITa Detail of Pl lla

IIIb Detail of Pl. ITb



IV Whale attacking a boat, Bharhut, 2nd cent. A.D.



Va Ship with crew, Borobudur, 8th cent. A.D.
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Vb Ship with crew, Borobudur, 8th cent. A.D.




VIb Ship Borobudur, 8th cent, A.D.




VII Ship, Borobudur, 8th cent. A.D.




VIIIb Rescue of a drowning man, Borobudur, 8th cent. A.D.



IXa Granary, Bharhut, 2nd cent. B.C.

IXb Bazaar, Bharhut, 2nd cent. B.C




Xa A shop, Bharhut, 2nd cent. B.C.

aravati, 2nd cent, A,D.

Xb Presents of king Bandhuma, Am
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