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INERODUCTION

th-Hast Em Ha received i wiz"mﬁ. sohiobacly attenton rathes late m the day,
sice o was 2 late comer into the Briush empive. The earhiest report, mamly
sout the mm ipuira %"@;ﬁ%@j@ sublished so far, was prepared by Captain

k3
)

Welsh wino had Jed the firse British ndlitary intervention in Assam in 17927
Two distinget W? gﬂ-w discermible in the development of social science
resench on North-East India. They can be distinguished as:

F‘m»«émwgﬁm %*fm pertd; ;;«5:?@.{}?

L PR E-INDEPENDERCE PRI

The period witnessed the growm of enthnolographe and fustoneal researches
in the field of social sciences, conducted by a few well meaning and capable
British officials and some missipnavies, The following monographs are men-
toned as representative of this period -

t, Memorandum on the Norti-Bast Frontter of Bengal, by Alexander
Mackenzie (1829).
Report on the Province of Assam, by A J M Mills (1854)
. Reporton the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Territory, by W J Allen (1858).
4, Memorandum on the Province of Assam, by G R Barry (18359)
5. Report on the North-East Frontier of India, by I F Mitchell (1883).
&, The Mikirs, by C. Lyall (1908).
7. The Garos, by A, Playfaire (1909).
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& Phe Sachar %Q":&‘{%? ﬁ}‘ Reverend Bndie £ P ,f%
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Eéi 1,1%’%5“ E?‘*”‘*ﬁ-ﬁ}‘ﬁwv “E ‘E %g?fﬁ“ Assam ;M}*‘é ggE*E;m?}j Mo and Norme-Basy
k

voniter, by LW Shakespeare (1914},
bl E}zw Angami Magas, by F H Hutton (1921}
2 the Sema MNaga, by D H Hhaitos (1921
3. The Lhota Nagas, by § P Mills (1922).
4, Hastory of Assam, by %E%iaigggésj (197263,
Py Froubiers, by G, Dunbar (1937,

il

6. Recollections of a Tea Planter, by W. W Praser (1937},
17, The Maked WNagas, by Fuerer Haimendord (1946),

the major sources of mformation for the period have been wienblied as
{0 Degpatches Drom military ¢ %E,uﬂwgfée:}%ﬁww%mama% rs 1 the area
i the Headguariers of the East India ¢ f

Caloutta;

Reporis published by the Government of Beagal ( %i 1874;
&?E%M%M‘mg"’i“’* wis on the administration of Assam from 187475 to 1939-

W

Company in London and
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4. Anmual repores from the various departments of the Government of
Assam and the Uovernment of lndia;

5. Censusy @p»@pﬁ;“@,i”;

G, Uaectteers,

7. Archnval records, and

%, Leiters and despatches of nussionares.

2 POSTANDEPENDENCE PESIOD

The tempo of social science research remained quite slow i ihe penod from
1947 to mid sixties. Even the establishment of Gauhati University in 1948 did
not change the sitation. Its first Ph.D. in economics was produced as late as
1964, However, the tadition of writing monographs by government officials
continued during this period too. The names of Verrier Elwin and N K Rustomji
stand prominent in this respect. Elwin also started a new trend of official
research in the Iate fifties. The monographs brought out by the NEFA admini-
stration and later on by the Department of Research, Governmentof Arunachal
Pradesh bear witness to this wend. |

2.1 Take-Off
It is only after mid sixties, that research in social sciences can be said to have
started with a take-off. The process of take-off was helped by the f@ﬁﬁwwmg

factors:
1. Establishment of some new universities:-
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University of Dibrugarhi (3563,), Avspm Agzicudivr el Universiey (1969

;ﬁ
MNorih-Eastern Hi ééf;fmf‘v il W‘lﬁ,f’?ﬁ)&% cntd Memipur Univarsii é{ %%m

§ likee Agro-Economic

Nt .s’

7 %w?&}?ﬁ%‘mww of research
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Council of Soo uf %» ience Research and Crovenment «
stion of data by goves
> North-Eastern Couneil,

F. Collecuoon and disset LY Es
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LE 4 cOnsequence %}5 pabe-off yesearch literaiure in
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teses, monographs, pertodical asticles, conference proces
el mww etc, began {0 zrw Wit Eg@zgéﬁ .;mfmw LS
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tion wmong the reseacchers, It resulied in duphcation ol reseacd

1

saps in the vital dveas, ?ww?ssggﬁéz ntton from the so %;é
development of the repion, These facters led to the nee ‘é

control and direction (o reseai *E*

ey
B
ol
R
P
==
e
=
o
T

Fitors in bibliographicat control were imtiated by ¢
the MEMU Library in collaboration wit Nﬁm Novth-Bastern m”iz‘wﬁ il Cenibee

plvey docuarnia *éﬁ? égﬂﬂ,i”

k]

OSSR, The vnit has produced so far the following bildiogs:

¥
i

L. Socisl de ieﬁfﬂfg.«ié;% research o | ?“émm East ndia; o select bibliography

(1979).
2. MNagaland, Arunnchal Pradesh and Mizorany

(1981).
3. Meghalaya, Manipur and Tripura; a aselect by

it
Dissertations on North-Eastern India {@%‘f

somiie
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I thvection and Coordination of Besearch

Drirection o 1esearch was taken up by the Indian Councd of Social Seience
Research. The council sef up an m%ﬁgﬁw Comaiites for Novh-Fast India m
L2980 to promote méﬁ; coordinate vesearch on varous
Thecor wwwf -1t this é“w;m necessary tohave a E@f K &Mimmm i“i’%’
before pricrites coule %Eé ined tor '%agm eresearch, In %wwwg@ s
i Wi«ig ran fda% esearchproject o Prof, PC Goswami on the "Siaius fff%
Science Research in North-East [ndia” with the aﬁt?w@w ohjeCives

1. 'To assess the nature and extent of social science resgaren u

Fast lndia;
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1.4, Report on 3tatus of Research

o

The m;&@gﬁj mmmmg E e E‘%%Zﬁf:s&%@g; f‘&g?%’w ;ﬁﬁsgz@ HEVEHIOE }g ol research scholars

.....

mmym of ﬁ@? {%ﬁ}wmms it Em iﬁmm& %%1@?%%%@% g% §:sm%a:“ E"éf:;g}@}éi”iﬁ {both
published and unpublished). Some of the Hmﬁém?w? the report on the extent of
research can be mentioned as follows:

}% i

Seatter of ressarch outpul by wajor disciphines

Anihropoiogy G
Heucation 3
Geography 19
Hisiory 3
Political Sorence 5]
Statistics 5
Sociology including village studies, [oikloie sud svedal pinlosopity e
Fronomics inchiding comraerce, management and agriculiural econonues 132
é)@
Spatial dispersion of the research
Assarn 41.4%
Arunachal Pradesh 9.4.9%
Manipur 5.2%
teghalaya $.4%
dizoram L3%
Nagaland 3.3%
Tripura 7%
Gengral 3. 7%
Seatter of contribulions by Universities and Hesearch Dstiiutes

Agio-Boeonomic Research Cenbye 9
Anthropological Survey of India 2
Arunachal Pradesh Govt. Research Departinent L5
Census of India A2
Gauhati University V74
Dibrugarh University 43
{CAR Research Complex 2
Naga Instinte of Culture !
Nagaland Peace Centre !
National Productivity Council 16

Noyth-Fastern Hill University -



Social Science Research and Information In Norih-Last india Ll

North-Eastern Council “ 25
North-Fastern Council for Sucial Science Research g
Tribal Research Institute, Assam 4
Universities oulside India LU
Others 17

Seatter by type of publication

Printed (53
Mimeopgraphed il
Unpubhished i

2.5, Gaps in Hesearch

The report also indentified the following lacunas m social scienve lwsedivin
1. Dewmography
(a) Pattern of farmily living and habits
(by Nutritional standards
(¢) lmmigration problems
(d) Intergroup relationships
2. Resources endowment and utilization
() Inventory and utibization of resources
(b) Manpower planning
(¢} Problems of unemployment and underemploy meit
(d) Process of seitlement (o new areas
(e} Soil erosion and deforestation
Development strategy
Indigenous Institutions
nfrastructural developments
G Development of railways and transport service
(b} Paitern of trade in relation to inflow and outflow
(¢} Marketorganisation
(d)y Financial institutions
6.  Political parties
7. Techuology transfer
8. Social and economic history

R S
2 = &

2.6. Priority Areas for Research

As a sequel 1o the report by Prof Goswarm, the Norih-Eastwo Regional Cenae
of the ICSSR sponsored a meet of the social sciendsts of the region at Agartala
on “Social Science Researchin North-Feasi India” . The meet was organised by
the Departinent of Analytical and Applied Economics, Calcutta University
Post-Graduate Centre, The meet identified priority areas for researchm various
disciplines as follows:
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Mew suctal elemens and forces that are being superunposed |
i‘ 21l ¢ zz?aﬂ,mz{ tation and stratification:

Msorganisation in family and community hie and value system;
3 L W CONC ﬁg} 5 é}ﬁ property ownership,
New concepts of money and power;
Mass media as a factor of social change,
%ls pfi i transport and communic ation and the changes brought about
‘é yy them i the modes of E%V’éﬁ’} )
Meswly emnerging occupa Hons;
suciolopy of the frontier regions;
Social, economic and cultural deprivation as a result of demographic

changes and the Innoducton of new technologies; and
Crt %%’ﬁ%s;? elitist iovement in old societies.

Amibkopoiogy

T

Y
)

(&)

Preparation of wonographs on the life and culture of each tibal
cOmImunity;

Enquiries into econormic problems such as shifting cultivation, tradi-
uonal fand enure systems, fabour conditions, market economy efc;
Problems of acculturation, ethnic migration and movements, industri-
alization, urbanization etc; in tribal areas;

Secial change brought about by the implementation of different
development and welfare schemes; and

Rig-medical research to study the problems of health, hygiene,
putrition and growth among tribal communities.

Political Screnc

Following dimensions ol state pohtics.

(a)

(b)

()

Adminiyirative dimensions . State admuns ration, local government,
developmental administration and rural development management.
Political dimensions : Cabinetformation, politics of coalition govern-
ment, political parties: their organisation and performance, pressure
proup activities, legisiative behaviour.

Secial dimensions : Rural and urban political E@Mé&mmpﬁ the process
and mechanism of political communication, inter-caste relations
class-caste relationship, role of ideology, impact of local political
culture, po Hzm of nntouchability, politics of land reforms, politics of
wiiai-state refationships etc.
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Seatter of theses and vesearch reporss by instutions

Sssam Agricultyral University

Pibrugarh Uversity 2 @'%
Gauhati University 14
fManipur Univeraity 22
HMorih-Hastern Hill University 47
(Hhers 5
Aligarh Muslin University i
Avadh University 2
Baroda University }
Eﬂiﬁﬁfr’* Jniversity i
Calcutta m%wamw 2
E”"‘* ‘imbzzmm 3
Jaweaharlal N @?w Lniversity 2

Kastmir Univerisity

Kerala University

Forth Hengal U viversity

Ravindra Bharts Universi iy
ceptee for e Stiedy

of ﬁ Jeve loping Seoielies

i S A

bt Uph P b

!

B en s pRmAT Lt = i,

pn—. T R T

A further analysis of the wends, shown above, Indicates 0 the followiig
characteristics of social research in Noyth Bast India from 1981 onwards:
{a) More emphasis on problem onented resese b
(hy  Interdisc %g:ﬂam v approach (o the problems; and
(c) Universities, outside the region, taking interest on North-Hast fndia,

Cin the basis of the data as presented in the preceding tables, the following
areas can be ideniified for future vasearch in some of the disciplines:

Feonomics: L ‘égmﬂ%a‘}g‘«vmpw N%w il FESOUTe m ianpower planning, Tramns-
port and cosmmunication, M'ew. ial institutions, Labour and vnemployment
pmwﬁmmy E‘”"’%ﬁ}ﬁ{“ Anance, Production economics E%m onal Flanning, Trade
and Marketing, 3«%‘; fing Cultivation and Poverty.

Political Science : Political parties, National Integration, Local Admini-
stration, Central-State relations, Legisladve behaviour, Rural and Urban peh-
tics, Insurgency, Developmental administration, and Traditional political Insti-
futions.

Sociololzy sud Antlwopology : Moderpisation andsocial change, Women's
studies, Social ecology, Mass media, Social movements, Leiswre and towrism,
Art and literature, Health and medicine, Agrarian structure and rural sociology.
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4, INFORMATION ACCESS

4

Research wsocial sciences has now produced afairly good %fmwwmm terature
on North-Hast India. The question arises whether the information created ig
available 1o a resesrcher, This 1s necessary because research to be fruiiful and
effective, needs access to the prior state of knowledge on the nroblers, This
lands vs on the question of access (o nformation. Resesrch on aay problewn of
North-East India, will need n e:;;-@w;%v information sources pertaining to the area
but also the global sources focussing on the mﬂ@m Bven a cursory glance at
ihe facilities avarlable to researchers tn North-East ﬁszﬁw Jill reveal that the
siteation is far from satisfactory. He has tostruggle for information from library
4 MWW Inadeguate transport and comnunication %*fﬁ; Tm,@; add more o his
injured feelings. Secondary sources of mformation are nearly nonexistent o
North-East Yndia eNCEDENg SOme sy atienpts.

AT TPTR- T 4 AP T -
4.1 Seatter of Social Seiener Literaiare

1 L

Social science lteranue presents a peculisr phenomena of its scatter in the
yariQus SOUICES as:
(a) Buouoks;
(b Penodicals;
(¢} MNewspapers;
(dy Conterence wmufimym
{e) Researchreporis
(f)y ‘Theses;
(g} Government documents;
(h}  Axchival recoras,
(1) Census and otber data; and
(i} Non-book materials,

4.2. Tried Megasure o Increase Availability of Information

This scatter of wformation w various sources becomes all the more ¢crucia
whenresearch orientation 13 problem oriented. Current social science research
in North-East India exhibits problem-onented trend., In such an onentation,
informaticn does not kinow the lirmit of disciplines. Rather it crosses the
poundaries of disciplines and expects the researchers to search forinformation
over a wide spectruim of subjects. As such, the access (o information presents
a complicated phenomenocn. Solutions tried so far, can be mentioned as:

1y  Production of pibliographucal tools ke ing %mﬁg sl abstracting
periodicals, current and retrospective bibliographies and state-in-agt
reports;

2)  Creanon of location tools like Union Catalogues and compuicrized

‘h
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;i P T PTO ST
fhis (HOVE ﬁ@;ﬁﬁﬁigﬁwﬁﬁi b new ones)

3 FOICON OF %azjgf« M, ¥ naAlioal g e SO

for exchange of i Formaiion.

5, b Tt
B s o € W R

R L
L EREEEY witl

[ SRR
L) LELST
Jey
LY J}’

() Toprovide current é_ﬁd ﬁrwm ?M@ ibhiograpincal seovines,

(Y Tu momote and foster hnks with the sz%éézisﬁa::m‘za%_‘ﬁ, and wternations

mz'é swinabion services and data banks;
() Tocollect and disseminate mformaton onre gional exy
‘“%M‘i’ff IR ch 2L @;@, LS,

o To surnor research in lbrary and informaiion SLICNCE;
P 7
(y 1o provide ?%‘”fé*ﬂ@@m%ﬁ funds o the Hibraries selected for subject

-\‘A AN ~ SN
il e ol A k. o

AT £

specialization.

The mivnma H}mﬁéﬂi- of the ICSSR-Nogth-Fastern Regional Centve niay be
! % in the regional information system with the z'm_fa}wmg

L
D)
5
S
et

+

o
smameed

(a) A depository of social science theses;

(b)  To award study grants for consultation of library and miornanon

sourees in the region,

(¢) Tobring out survey reporis on various desciplines in social sciences
indicating research completed, gaps identified and areas of further
vesearch;

dy  Toacquire grganize and maintain the social science datagenerated by
OSSR Research Projects on North-East India and government re-
ports; and |

(¢) To organize training courses for social s scientists in the use of
information sources.

.
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CONCLUSIOM

Lastly, i iy | e mentioned specifically that any scheme of regional mﬁzwﬁ a-
tron will not ke 2 success unless the libranes and information centres partic ‘gﬁ
m the venture, Bl EE%W&];{}E’W%E @m‘z&mﬁ and resource sharing are the ways
crease avatlability of mformation. Resource sharing, in its twrn, will neces-
sitate allocation of areas, ﬁ@fazmsﬁ and disciplines among the libraries for
gféwmm g .“%E}@é;‘i%%?i?’@{i collections i the region; and creation of location tools

aivd hinking the W”?ﬁ‘ aries and centres by adopting the latest innvoations in
%é?}ﬁﬁﬁ&f};ﬁgﬁ}i&:éﬁ on and wformation techaclogy.
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