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Chapter |

THE ENEMY WITHIN

9the August, 1972

The then Chief Minister of Nagaland, Hokishe Sema was
returning to Kohima from Dimapur. Dimapur, the only railwayhead
of Nagaland, is connected with Imphal, the capital of Manipur by
National Highway No. 39.

In the front seat of the jeep were the CM’s bodyguards, in the
rear at one side was his sixteen-year old daughter, Rev Kizung sat
on the other side and the CM was seated in between. The police
escort jeep, flying a red flag, was speeding a little ahead.

It was one in the afternoon. The red-white roof-top houses in
Kohima were visible in the distance. Kohima was about 11 km
away.

Before reaching Kohima there are two villages on the rightside,
Jotsoma and Khonoma. '

Jotsoma is not that remarkable, but Khonoma is well known
for many reasons. This village is still carrying on the old Naga
traditions in religious and social customs. Besides, Khonoma is
the birthplace of the self-exiled, London-based rebel Naga leader,
A.Z. Phizo. Phizo was the President of the Naga National
Council (NNC) and the founder of the so called Federal
Government of Nagaland.

While the jeep was manoeuvering a bend near the village, burst
of rifle fire started suddenly on the CM’s convoy from both sides.
The CM’s bodyguards also returned fire. One of the CM’s
bodyguards was found lying in a pool of blood. The CM and his
companions ducked the moment shooting started. The jeep halted
almost immediately.

Meanwhile the assailants fled away. The bullets made numerous
holes on the jeep. The CM’s daughter was wounded in the thigh.
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Miraculously saved were Hokishe Sema and Rev Kizung, but the
bodyguards, driver and one of the constables were killed while
some other constables were injured. The life of the CM’s
daughter was saved after she was operated upon at the Kohima
Government Hospital.

Immediately after the shooting incident the entire area was
combed. But the assailants had vanished into thin air. Till the
evening no arrest could be made:

A few days before this incident some unknown militants fired
at the guardroom of the local Kohima station of All India Radio.
Two person were wounded.

Previously six attempts had been made on the life of Hokishe
Sema but every time he had a miraculous escape without any
injury. The attacks in 1962 and 1964 were lethal. The spot where
the seventh attempt was made, was ill-famed as a ‘death-trap’.
Hohishe’s father, a ‘Gaon burrah’, had been a village leader and
reader and respected by all. He had to pay with his dear life for
his peaceful policy and loyality to the Government of India.

Prior to the deadly attack on his life a few days back, the CM
had appealed to his ‘Underground’ brethren to eschew violence
and create a peaceful atmosphere. The extremist rebels gave him
a wonderful reply through their machine gun bullets!

But that was not the end. After this incident they shot at the
education minister, Don Bosco Jashokie as well while he was
returning from the Catholic Church at the back of Kohima village
along with his wife. Jashokie and his wife both were injured.

In the background to all these incidents Governor B.K. Nehru
banned three underground organizations: the ‘Naga Federal
Government’, the ‘Naga Army’ and the ‘Naga National Council’
on September 1, 1972. The charges against them were secessionism,
armed rebellion, attack on the Security Forces, Government
servants and the public, collusion with foreign powers and
instigating other rebel elements of the North-East.

While Phizo condemned the ban from London, the insurgents
in the Naga Hills regarded it as their recognition.
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The state government arrested an extremist on October 7,
1972. Following his confession, a former chief minister T.N.
Angami and ministers S.C. Jamir and Akul Mailing were arrested
on October 12. They were however let off after interrogation.

Since the Hokishe Sema-led government of ‘“Nagaland Nationlist
Organization’ (NNO) was responsible for the arrests of S.C.
Jamir and his compatriots, they vowed for the downfall of the
Hokishe Sema-government.

Before having made the attempt on the life of Hokishe Sema,
the underground murdered one of the state’s policy makers - a
very talented young theoretician, a bold and strong Sema warrior
and a respected peace loving old physician. Besides these
conspicious political murders the hands of insurgent Nagas were
tainted with the blood of many ordinary public and private
citizens.

There are many tribes in Nagaland. Every tribe has its separate
identity and individuality. The Underground rebel Nagas were
also divided into many groups and sub-groups based on tribal
feuds.

A.Z. Phizo who belonged to the Angami tribe, always tried to
dominate over other tribal leaders. That is why he could not
tolerate the hegemony of Hokishe Sema and tried to liquidate the
latter and also create anarchy in the state.

Despite being an Angami, J.B. Jashokie supported a Chief
Minister of the Sema tribe. How could the Angami leader Phizo
tolerate such an abominable thing? Jashokie was also Phizo’s
follower once. But when T. Sakhrie, the young intellectual Naga
leader was butchered by the Phizoites, Jashokie changed his mind
completely. The story of the change of mind is fascinating.

Politics in Nagaland is like an iceberg: very little is visible on
the surface, but what is visible is the expansion of the invisible.
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