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Assamese Hindus and they began to champion the cause of trans-
fer. The move was at first spearheaded by the Muslims, later on
they grew hostile to the idea but after the Lahore Resolution they
began to advocate not only the reunion but also the inclusion of
the whole of Assam in Pakistan.

While the Assamese I Iindus followed the all India pattern of
anti-British struggle, they had two home fronts to fight on, namely
the Bengali Hindu 'bhadralogs' who had settled in urban areas
from where they championed and disseminated their cultural and
political influences and the Bengali Muslim farmers who wanted
land and settled in rural areas. The Assamese thought of assim-
ilating the immigrants through the adoption of Assamese language
forgetting the 'bhadrologs'. The Muslims also belied their expec-
tation as they refused to allow the obliteration of their cultural iden-
tity and became the champions of Bengali language. As a matter
of fact, ttil 1950, they were much more vocal about the place of
Bengali and cried hoarse for its protection and continued use in
different spheres.

Having secured land and numerical strength, the Muslims
became more emphatic and vehement in echoing the views of sep-
arate interests in all spheres of life in the thirties. The establish-
ment of the Muslim League in the Brahmaputra Valley in 1938
was a turning point in the history of Assam. The Muslim legis-
lators who were so long divided into numerous groups now sank
their differences and consolidated their strength under the sectional
leadership of Sir Muhammad Saadulla and owed complete alle-
giance to the All India Muslim League through its provincial organ-
isation. As in the rest of India, so also in Assam, the -two
communities were alienated by the Lahore Resolution of the
League. By 1944, the Assamese Hindus awoke to the dangers of
the demand for creation of Pakistan although Assam had always
.been within the ambit of all India Muslim geo-politics. By and
large, Assam Muslims wanted Pakistan in whiCh they now sought
to include the whole of Assam. Though the Assamese Hindus
opposed Pakistan, they advocated the inclusion of the Bengali dis-
trict of Sylhet with a Muslim majority in Pakistan. •

Elections of 1937 were followed by accretion of Congress
strength to the largest single party i,n the Assembly but without
an absolute majority. But the Congress policy of non-acceptance
of ministerial responsibilities in provinces where they were in a














