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Folk tales arc the father of litcrature
This is true irrespective of geographical
region. But these tales give vivid picture
of various aspects of society and may
help in planning process  too.
Unfortunately many of folk tales were
not preserved hence were lost. Here
attempt has been made to preserve folk
tales of various tribes of Nagaland. In
all 188 folk tales are compiled here.
Though many others were not recorded,
it may be considered as a humble
‘attempt. These folk tales not only give
pleasure to many, irrespective of age,
but also be a material for research
scientists, -~ social scientists  and
planners. The book is written by two
aiuthors who spent a number of years
in North Eastern India. :
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INTRODUCTION

Fables and folk-tales are perhaps the beginning creative
literature amongst any group of human beings. They were created
by many of our unknown ancestors out of their imaginations,
experience or may be many other factors. These stories were
so beautiful that they keep both young and old alike dipped
upto their neck. Those master creations were told and retold
orally before recorded but seldom their creators were named.
These stories not only give us moral teachings but also entertain
us.

Nagaland, a land of Valient Nagas is a land of sixteen
recognised tribes. Like many other groups of Homo Sapiens
Nagas also had their fables and folk-tales created by their
talented ancestors. But unlike others they could not record them
in absence of their script. Same were recorded in English by
British Civil Servants like Hutton, Mills etc., Indian
anthropologists and educated Nagas while many of them were
lost or getting lost due to effect of modernisation, Christianity
and erosion of traditional habits and culture. In this book a
humble attempt is made to collect them from various sources
and compiled at one place with the hope that they will be source
of joy for children, old and adult.

25th December 1994

Christmas day

P.136, Lake Town G. K. Ghosh
Block-B ~ Shukla Ghosh
Calcutta-700 089.
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so much of blood shed betore, that is perhaps the reason a
folk story was born.

It is said, those who died in the said bloody war were converted
into spirits and continue to enact the war even today. It is largely
believed that every year during June people hear War Cry,
marching sound around the said tennis Court which is now the
famous War memorial Cemetry. Many living around claim that
they have actually seen the war scences enacted by the spirits.

CONCLUDING ANALYSIS

Origin of literature of any country begins with the folk tales
or folk lores carried-forward orally and are recorded much later
when scripts are invented. Subsequent literary creations however
depended heavily on the original folk tales, myths and folklores.
Infact all classical literatures were created through this route
as we notice influence of Indian folk tales on Kalidasa, Sudrak
even on modern writers, Greek myths and folk tales on European
literature or Persian myths on Iran, Iraq and so on. Therefore
folktales can not be neglected just because classical literatures
were created later, since folk tales shall remain as father of
literature even after subsequent evolutions.

Various human races have different origin and there is no
reasons to believe that they had the link at least during recent
past. It is only after colonical rule that East could meet West
so intimately though for the purpose of West exploiting East
Question of connection between Asia, Africa and Latin America
does not arise. Yet it is rather matter of surprise that many
of the folk tales and myths created in different parts of the
world has similarties to considerable extent. For example
construction of Tower of Babal by Angami Nagas has strong
similarity with similar folk story believed by the Santhals of
Central India, some of the African tribes, tribes of Fiji islands
besides ofcourse Mayans and Incas of Latin America. The story
of great flood as believed by the Chang Nagas similarity has
similarity with biblical story of Noah’s arc or Indian story of
Manu.

It is therefore difficult to asses whether various groups of
human settlements had any link or contact with each other or
the folk tales grew independently and similarly thus found are
only coincidence. If it is coincidence, how can similar stories
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be created by a number of civilisations separated by large
oceans ? Either way it is a mystry.

More than international, these folk tales have stronger link
with Indian mythology and folk literature. The legend of Lord
Bhima, the second Pandava brother of Mahabharta married
Hidimba, the princess from Dimapur. Both Dimasas and Angami
Nagas feel that King Bhima is still alive and shall liberate them
from foreign yoke. The story of rat princess has strong similarity
with a similar story in Jataka tales or the tales narrated by
legendry Vishnu Sharma. It is not known whether the story was
originally created by one and adopted by others or whether
they sprang up independently. If it is the second one must admit '
that we had identical talent all over India, since ancient days
just opposite to what we normally conceive. The Thado Kuki
story of a great snake coiling the earth is nothing but similar
to Indian belief of the snake called ‘‘Basuki’’ holding the earth.
Bengal have previlage of knowing many of its folk tales which
were collected first by Rev. Lalabehary Dey and then by Upendra
Kishore Roychowdhury and then Dakshina Ranjan Mitra
Mazumder..Authors, therefore had advantage to read a number
of such folk tales since childhood. Upendra Kishore in his *“Tun
tunir boi’’ described about fool who married the daughter of
king and had miseries thereafter. This folk tale is almost similar
to the story of the widows son taken from Thado Kuki tradition.
Influence of one story on other or the stories created
independently is a mystry.

Creation of human being has been described in various
legends and folk tales. Brothers emerging from a cave or from
bowel of earth is almost an universal belief in Orient particularly
in Chin hills and Aracan hills of Mynamar (Burma), Indonesia
and so on. Infact tribes of Nagaland have similarities with
people of Far Eastern region except perhaps Dimasas. Dyaks
of Borneo are believed to be the causins of a number of
Naga tribes while the Kuki group came of India from Chin
hills. This fact has reflected well in their legands too besides
ofcourse rituals observed before the wave of Christianity took
over. Creation of human begins from stone like ‘‘Longterok’’
amongst Ao Nagas again have similarity with various legends
in Indian subcontinent too.

Division of clan system again is universal particularly in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. Degree of clan exogamy various from
place to place depending on the origin of the group of people
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under reference. It is strongest among Austric group of people
found in South East Asia, North Eastern India, Eastern India
and Central India. Exogamy is tfairly strong among the
Tibeto-Burman tribes of North Eastern India. In some cases
duel clan system is followed particularly in respect of Bodo
group of tribes like Garo, Dimasa, Bodo, Mech, Rabha etc.,
who consider the clan of both mother and father while deudmg
marriage match. This has influenced their neighbours too. Hence
exogamy has influenced the folk tales to greater extent.

Creation of various clans again has various legends. The clans
were created as there was expansion of population. Each clan
had one ancestor who came out from original group to form
a new group which subsequently became clan. There are various
folk stories connected with the formation of various clans. Since
all the members of clans had single ancestor, they are believed
to be brothers and sisters which ultimately led to clan exogamy.

Clan system is nothing new in India. This system is followed
irrespective of caste. creed or geographical situation. It is
generally believed that Austric tribes influenced clan system
amongst Indian population hence largely they were of totemic
origin. All original clans had respective totems. But as days
passed by the totems were ignored and names of some imaginary
saints replaced the totems with slight modification of
pronounciation. For example Kachhap or Kachhu (tortoise)
could become Kashyap or Sal tree becoming Sandilya and so
on. But clan names in respect of Naga tribes are not generally
totemic in nature except few exceptions. For example a girl
impregnated by horn bill feather as in case of Tsoboi clan (Lotha
Naga), Wozukamr clan (Ao Naga) etc. and the boy thus born
created a new clan. Obviously this clan is totemic in nature
with hornbill being the clan totem. These totemic clan might
have been created either due to Austric influence or perhaps
to hide the fact that their ancestor was born without his known
father. Birth of the ancestor of Anichar Clan (Ao Naga) with
Sun God as father resembles story of birth of Karna in
Mahabharata. The stories might have been created independently
but resemblance may be noted. Birth of human beings from
divine birds like Youhg-Wem-Ou-niu (Konyak Naga) or
Arikhidima (Dimasa) are also interesting stories which has
resemblance with may of the Indian mythologies.

There are also folk tales describing man marrying fairies like
story of bird woman (Rengma Naga) or a man marrying daughter
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of a god like story of Chankichanglanba (Ao Naga) are almost
universal. The stories resemble Indian mythological stories like
Viswamitra marrying Menoka or Pururaba marrying Urvashi.
They also resemble stories of Greek mythology or various fairy
tales all over the globe. These stories however grew
independently but their similarity only identifies oneness in
human imagination that human race is one race and people
irrespective of geographical situation thinks in similar way. It
is a rather a tragedy that, though this fact has been accepted
by all, we think ourselves superior than others and try to exploit
others, the way third world being exploited today by Western
lobby, through various multinationals.

Romantic tales like that of Itivan (Ao Naga), remance of Tlingi
and Ngama (Thado Kuki) or tales of Anilar (Ao Naga) are
beautiful tales of joy and pathoes are almost universal found
almost all over India and world. The stories are not only similar
to folk stories like Heer-Ranjha of Punjab or Romeo-Juliet of
Europeon Origin, but has strong similarity with even modern
tales. Similarly, animal tales are also similar to various tales
described in Easops fables, Jataka tales and so on.

Folk tales not only gives us beautiful stories that gives up
joy but it gives us clear idea about the society, productivity
and various background of the tribes. It is because the folk
tales were created by various persons out of social experience.
Therefore folk tales may give a way for social scientists,
economists or persons dealing with appropriate technology for
drawing action plan of development of these tribes. Therefore,
these tales are not simply meant for children also for adults
giving path for planning process.

Besides traditional fables and folk tales the last story about
spirits of the war has been added which is of recent origin
linked with the World War II. It has been added just to give
an idea how a legend or folk tale takes shape out of beliefs.

Folk tales of Nagaland, as every where else gives us joy,
preaches universal brother hood, leads us for appropriate social
planning and gives us holistic idea about a society. These tales
were the ancestor of modern literature while every where else,
Literature was allowed to flourish with proper patronage, it was
not so in Nagaland. It is not oo late with such beautiful folk
tradition, Nagaland may lead our literary horizon if proper
support is given.
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