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KHADC: Why trample on 
women’s constitutional rights?

“  We can no l a ll succeed when

h a lf  o f  us are held  b a c k ”
—  M a la  la  Y o u s u f /u i

T he Shillong T im es
\  lit ri w  v : :  m iii h i m ,, ik id  u . s h m >m hh<

C hinese obsessions
IT 'S  clear by now that too much need not be 
read into C hinas release o f a new map outlin­
ing its borders. T he contentious m ap, about 
which India reacted strongly at the official 
levels following a m edia frenzy, showed Ar- 
unachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin as part o f  the 
Chinese “sovereign territory.” This was a major 
provocation lo India. But. a clarification from 
China on Thursday proposed India to refrain 
from “ over-interpreting" the Chinese claims in 
these respects. With the same wanton obsession, 
China has also claimed Taiwan, the breakaway 
republic, and the South China Sea as part o f its 
territories. China had made such claim s in the 
past too and eft them at that. Fact is. the Com­
munist nation has a  self-induced ’problem' with 
its borders oil all sides; and it keeps raking up 
issues, be it with Japan, India, o r Bhutan, not to 
speak o f  hapless Tibet which it annexed. China 
raised territorial issues with Nepal last year. In 
all. no country has as many territorial disputes 
as China has: their num ber being as high as 17, 
mostly in the south-Asian sector. Salami slicing 
had been a notorious strategy China adopted in 
the past at grabbing o f  the neighbouring terri­
tories through covcrt, nocturnal actions. China 
grabbed huge swathes o f  Indian land in the 1962 
War. The Galwan Valley clashcs - in  the form 
o f  an unconventional war -  between China and 
India during 2020-21 and the Chinese attempts 
at grabbing Bhutanese land in Doklam  near 
India's Chicken's Neck region in 2017 have all 
been recent instances.

However, what must be noted is that, faced 
with stiff rcsistancc, China beat a  hasty retreat 
in these recent instances. The Indian military 
stopped the Chinese PLA in their tracks in both 
Doklam and later in Galwan Valley. The situ­
ation in both these regions remains tense even 
now but China has been cautious and avoid­
ing fresh offensives. Clearly, it is in China 's 
character to make attempts at grabbing others’ 
territories -  an obsession that it took to the mari­
time sector in recent decades by making claims 
on the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean etc. 
The US stepped in with strong resistance in the 
seas, which keeps China under some control: an 
endeavour in which India is providing qualified 
support to the Americans. Notably, the Chinese 
leadership is not in a  mood to engage with the 
US. India. Taiwan or Japan in a full-scale war. It 
knows pretty well that it’s not easy for it to win 
a war. China failed miserably even in Vietnam 
though it had gained majorly in the 1962 war 
with an unsuspecting India. Times have now 
changed.

By Patricia Mttkhim

From  non-a lignm en t to G -20 
sum m it in D elhi next w eek

Major issues including 
global peace and 
health on agenda

By Dr. Arun Mitra

I .ctiers to  the E ditor

Inclusion  o f 
N E IG R IH M S  

u n d e r 
N O R C E T .

Editor.
With reference to the sub­

ject c ited above, the Trained 
Nurecs Association o f  India 
(TNA1) NEIGRIHMS unit 
w ould  like  to  in form  the 
general public that NEIGRI­
HM S is now included to bea  
ccntrc for Nursing Officers’ 
Recruitment Common Eligi­
bility Test (NORCET). This 
is one step towards making 
NEIGRIHMS an Institute o f  
‘National Importance." T his 
is a  huge step ukcn  by the 
NEIGRIHMSacministration 
and we deeply appreciate the 
efforts.

As N ORCET conducts 
examination under AIIMS. 
New D elhi, this process is 
much faster a rd  w ithin 3 
months, the cnlire recruit­
ment process is completed. 
T his itself w ill bring about 
the upliftmcnt o f the entire 
nursing fraternity. Moreover, 
since the Regional Cancer 
Ccntrc is soon to be opened 
here, this is the need o f  the 
hour for NEIGRIHMS.

This recruitment will not 
on ly  open  clours a nd  o p ­
portun ities fo r the youths

who have been waiting for 
many years for such an op­
portunity. but also create a 
career upgradation for the 
nursing cadre in NEIGRI-
11 MS. which has remained 
stagnant since 2006 due to 
lack o f  new recruitment.

N O RCET follow s spe ­
cific rules and procedures 
for conducting examinations 
and candidates from Megha­
laya have already registered 
for this exam ination , and 
w here  the num ber o f  a p ­
plicants is much higher than 
the previous years. This will 
itself bring job  opportunities 
to the indigenous people o f 
Meghalaya.

Moreover, for many o f  the 
staff outsourced from differ­
ent agencies who have been 
working in NEIGRIHMS for 
many years and arc about 
to reach the upper age limit 
this is their golden chance to 
appear in this examination as 
the number o f  vacancies arc 
also high.

The recruitment for nurs­
e s which came up recently 
in N E IG R IH M S  (2 0 2 3 ). 
was sanctioned w ay back in 
2018, but it took almost 5 
years for the entire process 
to be completed, and i f  this 
time also it is postponed, it 
may take some more years 
for the sanctioned posts to 
be  filled up.

Hence w e appreciate this

T h ere  a rc  som e  a re as  
that the Khasi H ills District 
C ouncil finds easy  gam e. 
O ne is the ubiquitous. T rad ­
ing by Non-Tribals Issue' or 
what is commonly called the 
‘trading licence ' issue and 
the other is o f  Khasi women 
m arrying non -tribal men. 
Both fall in  the rea lm  o f  
constitutional rights. I f  one 
follows the deliberations in 
the Suprem e C ourt w here 
the abrogation o f  Article 370 
is being challenged before 
a  Constitutional Bench one 
would sec that the apex court 
is inclined to  doing  away 
with special provisions for 
different states which tend 
tow ards v io la tio n  o f  the  
rights o f  any Indian citizen. 
F o r in stance  A rtic le  35A 
g ran te d  sp e c ia l r ig h ts  to 
permanent residents o f  the 
e rs tw h ile  s ta te  o f  Jam m u 
and Kashmir but took away a 
bundle o f  fundamental rights 
o f  the people o f  India, the 
Supreme Court observed on
August 2X while hearing the 
matter. T he Supreme Court 
further observed that Article 
35A  d e p riv e d  those  w ho 
w ere not permanent citizens 
o f  erstwhile J&K o f  the right 
to employment, equality o f  
opportunity and right to ac­
quire property. C hief Justice 
o f  India DY C'handrachud 
had stated that he is inclined 
to agree with the Centre that 
the Indian Constitution is a 
document that is “on a higher 
platform than the J&K Con­
stitution.”

A rticle 35A  which was 
scrapped in 2019 along with 
Article 370 allowed the J&K 
legislature to define, “perma­
nent residents" and provide 
them with special rights and 
privileges in terms o f  public 
e m p loym en t, im m ovable  
p roperty  a nd  se ttle m e n t. 
Article 35A in fact violates 
Article 16 ( I )  o f  the C on­
stitution which say's - There 
shall be equality o f  opportu­
nity for all citizens in matters 
relating to  em ploym ent or 
appointm ent to  any office 
under the State. The Solici­
tor General pointed out that 
any amendment to the Indian 
Constitution would not apply 
to J&K until it w as invoked 
through Article 370. Hence 
the Right to Education was 
not im p lem en ted  in  J&K 
until 2019 when Article 370 
was revoked. Other important 
amendments to the Constitu­
tion such as adding the world 
“secular and socialist" were 
never adopted in J&K.

The manner in w hich the 
arguments on Ariclc 370 arc 
cu rren tly  be ing  presented 
and debated in the apex court 
should tell us that claiming 
rights under the old const i- 
tutional order which subse­
quently became wcaponiscd 
against other Indian citizens 
is fraught. It is  im portant 
to  apply the brakes on  the 
ambit o f  the Sixth Schedule

d e c is io n  o f  the  d irec to r, 
N E IG R IH M S and  hence­
forth N EIG RIH M S should 
be included in NORCET.

Yours etc., 
Dccpsikha Kakoty, 

TNAI UNIT. NEIGRIHMS

Lessons from  
M an ip u r

Editor.
Viewers who arc regular 

pa trons o f  m ainland news 
channe ls  m ust be rea lly  
intrigued a s to what lias hap­
pened to  M anipur and the 
violence that made ‘Break­
ing  N ew s’ bu lle tin s  from  
that part o f  the country  . 
not to o  long ago. Equally 
surprising is the silence from 
o u r  m ain land  and  cen tral 
nctas o f  the situation now 
prevailing in that NE state. 
The silence is deafening and 
this silcncccan only emanate 
from two o r three possible 
conclusions. E ither peace 
has relumed to  that wretched 
piece o f  land where commu­
nities were butchering each 
other just a few weeks ago. 
so  there is nothing much lo 
talk about the situation there 
o r  M anipur has som ehow  
simply disappeared from the 
facc o f  this earth. The other 
possible explanation is that 
somehow that piccc o f  real 
estate has been willed away 
by the Government of India

too which is not above the 
Constitution o f India.

F or instance, using  the 
Sixth Schedule to  intrude 
into the rights o f Khasi wom­
en to  choose who they marry 
and to deprive them and their 
offsprings o f  the Scheduled 
Tribe status i* not going to 
be taken loo kindly by Khasi 
women in gcrcral. Ihe  right 
to  choose  o ne ’s m arriage 
partner cannoi be tlx* domain 
o f  the state. By virtue o f  this 
being a tnair lineal society 
a K hasi w o n a n  m arrying 
anyone o f  any race, com ­

m unity. nationality cannot 
forfeit her right to be a Khasi 
tribal and so too her children. 
It is a fact o f  b w  that is well 
established in the case o f  Mr 
JJM Nichols Roy the father 
o f  the Sixth Schedule that 
if  one parent is a Khasi the 
children bom o f that wedlock 
arc also Khasis. So why is 
this contentious and very 
personal matter being raked 
up again and again?

And who is going to de­
cide the date as to when a 
person ceases to be a Khasi

considering that there is an 
overw helm ing  num ber o f  
Khasi women who have mar­
ried into every race under the 
sky? Is there going to be a 
cu t-off year from whence a 
person who is .if mixed blood 
will be  dclcgitimiscd? How 
will the K HADC achieve 
this? W hat nc thods will it 
use? W ill it use instruments 
like  those  applied  by the 
G overnm ent o f  Assam us­
ing the NRC in identifying 
citizens from non-citizens 
and then e ndng  up putting 
many citizens in  jail?

There arc  a p lethora o f  
issues that afflict Khasi so­
ciety but these don ’t seem

to either China o r Myanmar 
and has thus lost any news 
value a s it no longer pertains 
to Indian terrilory. N ow since 
none o f  the above arc possi­
ble nor have happened, then 
the answ er io th is silcnce 
must lie somewhere else.

hot thoNCHrekiiig genuine 
answers as to what is really 
happening in Manipur must 
therefore tun: toother sourc­
es for information. The best 
o f  such platfcrms arc private 
news c hanncs that refuse to 
kowtow the Government line 
nor seek to earn its pleasure. 
We have such independent 
new s channels (hat carry  
interview s a id  discussions 
w ith  know ledgeab le  and 
non-partisan experts on sub­
je c ts  tha t are o f  na tional 
interest. One gleans so much 
information watching news 
channels as that o f  Sujit Nair 
o r Baricha Dull. One such in- 
tcrvicw by Karan Thapar o f  
the Wire w ithGK P illa i, for­
mer Union Home Secretary 
is what I would call a ’No 
H olds Barred’ d iscussion. 
Facts w ere laid bare: spades 
were called spades and this 
is an interview that people o f  
the North lu st must watch 
sim ply lo  lcam  where we 
stand vis a vis the centre.

What came out from that 
interview to be mulled and 
c h ew ed  upon a rc  a s  fo l­
lows:

I. N oone in Delhi cares 
o r  has any idea of w hat is

to  give sleep less nights to 
the KHADC. Instead they 
nitpickon Issues that they be­
lieve will win them brownie 
points before the elections 
sc h e d u le d  in  F e b ru a ry -  
March next year. The District 
Council should concern itself 
w ith  the grow ing poverty 
in Khasi society: o f  the nu­
merous households headed
by sing le-w om en because 
they hav e been abandoned. 
Should the KHADC pretend 
to be blind to the fact that 
M eghalaya has the highest 
to ta l fe r tili ty  rate  (T F R )

in the  country  and  hcncc 
there is population exp lo ­
sion beyond which families 
can cope with? Should the 
KHADC’ continue todaim  its 
culture and tradition bogey 
w hen the very culture and 
tradition has failed to retain 
children in school and most 
o f  them arc looking after 
c o w s a nd  sheep?  Should 
the K H AD C not concern  
itself with pushing for better 
healthcare facilities? Should 
it not be w hat the G ram  
Panchayats arc in the rest o f

the country? I f  all that the 
A D Cs do is just collecting 
tolls from vehicles passing 
through their illegitimately 
constructed  gates: i f  their 
only activity is to tax timber 
and other forest products and 
also to tax markets etc.. then 
may we ask how much o f  that 
taxation is  being ploughed 
back to society? T he ADCs 
lost the plot many decades 
ago when they failed to  suc­
cessfully run primary schools 
in the state.

As o f  today we sec the 
K H A D C  c o n stru c tin g  a ll 
kinds o f  resorts in different 
parts o f  the Khasi Hills. Is 
that the b rief o f  the ADCs?

happening in this part o f  the 
country. It’s a  typical case o f  
‘Out o f  sight. O ut o f  m ind!’

2. No one gives a damn 
if  one  tr ib a l c om m un ity  
slaughters another a s long 
a s  the  B JP as  th e  ru ling  
party  in the  sta te  rem ains 
undisturbed.

3. Manipur and the civil 
war that is going on there is 
to Delhi just a law and order 
issue which can solve itself 
by simply burying ones head 
under the carpet. No one is 
p repared  to  acknow ledge 
the powder keg we arc sit­
ting on.

4. The Ccntrc is not 
prepared to dig out the truth 
as to what really happened in 
Manipur and the Butcher o f  
Manipur, the C h ief Minister 
who allowed all the blood­
letting is safe as long as he 
cart ensure his BJP G overn­
ment continues in office. So 
the only control mechanism 
our Constitution has against 
any .breakdown o f  gover­
nance in any stale, i.e. Presi­
dent’s Rule is ignored .

5. The Congress un­
der Nehru w as ready lo bid 
goodbye io the North East 
during the Chinese aggres­
sion o f  1962. Reading be­
tween the lines on w hat is 
happening in Manipur, one 
can safely assume that the 
NDA under the Modi is not 
that different cither.

Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

Does that not replicate what 
the Tourism D epartment o f  
the Stale Government is do­
ing? The problem with the 
ADCs is lhat they have lost 
the ir  m oorings and  every  
oncc in a while ihcy try to 
make new s on the same old 
issues without making head­
w ay and by antagonising a 
section o f  their own people. 
Remember that women make 
up h a lf  the world and any 
attempt to restrict their per­
sonal choices is a violation 
o f  their constitutional rights. 
They arc not going to re­
main silent. The Courts arc 
there to redress any o f  these 
violations by any institution 
in the country ; especially  
violations that infringe on 
the constitutional rights o f  
women.

11 is also ironic lhat every 
problem in this slate is attrib­
uted to women as if  men have 
no role at all in the creation 
o f  such problems. Ask any 
woman who has been aban­
doned by a  man and who has 
been left high and dry with 
at least 3-4 children to look 
after, w hat they arc  going 
through? Were those women 
ab an d o n e d  by non -triba l 
men? How many local tribal 
men have abandoned their 
w ives/partne rs?  D oes the 
KHADC have case studies 
and staiistics o f  the number 
o f  such women? It is high 
tim e tha t K H A D C  spend  
some o f  its funds to engage 
in studies o f  the predilcc- 
lions Khasi socicty which is 
now  facing some o f  the most 
severe deprivations whether 
it is in terms o f  nutritional 
s la lusof children and women 
in the child bearing years or 
anemia among women which 
is a s high as 52% and also 
access to basic needs such as 
food, shelter and clothing.

Its time to get real. There 
isa  substantial num bcrofcd- 
ucalcd. well-employed Khasi 
women who today prefer to 
remain single than to marry 
someone w ho is below  their 
station and w ho they cannot 
to relate to on the intellectual 
plane. This is not about being 
snooty but about being prag­
matic. M arriage is a  lifelong
journey and Khasi women 
sec enough suffering among 
their own who get into teen­
age pregnancy  and suffer 
life long  consequences, to 
want to jeopardise their lives. 
I f  some o f  them choose to 
marry a man o f  their choice 
and one they can relate to at 
all levels why grudge them 
tha t and  seek  to  d e p riv e  
them o f  their tribal status? 
Progress cannot be a slave 
o f  trad ition . T he KHADC 
ought to  know lhat neither 
eulture nor tradition arc static 
and humans cannot be bound 
to something that is past the 
shelf life. The ADCs should 
address thccurrcnt problems 
and give up their penchant 
for attributing all the societal 
pains to women.

T h e  m ighty  
pen

Editor,
The pen plays a  signifi­

cant role in every field. It 
is  the  so le  so u rce  to  r e ­
co rd  h istory, pro tcc t c u l­
tu re , and  keep  an cesto rs  
a liv e . T h ere  is no  doubt 
that a  pen is mightier than 
the sword. It alone drives 
revolutions, raising voices 
against c rue lty , in justice, 
and  discrim ination. W hen 
the pen is freed, it brings 
happiness, prosperity, and 
justice— halting oppressors 
from oppressing, preventing 
traitors from betraying, and 
stopping bribe-takers from 
accepting bribes. When the 
pen becomes a tool o f  rulers, 
it further harms, aiding cruel 
people against the weak and 
poor. Therefore, it is crucial 
to safeguard the pen. I f  pro­
tected. all o f  humanity will 
be safe. The positive use o f  
the pen is a s essential for 
humanity as oxygen is for 
survival.

Yours etc., 
FAkhtar, 
Via email

Articles and Icllcrs ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the views of the writers 
authors and not that of 
The Shillotig  lim es

Much euphoria is being 
created about (he upcoming 
G -20  meet in Delhi next 
week. The high pitch is par­
ticularly to project that it is 
because o f  Prime M inister 
N arcndra Modi that India 
has got the chairmanship o f  
the group. The truth o f  the 
m atter is lhat in the G -20 
there is a  rotatory system o f  
chairmanship. In fact, India 
could have been the chair o f  
the G 20 last year but it was 
delayed by one  year. The 
G 20 has several agendas to 
d iscuss, but the m ost im ­
portant ones arc the global 
pcacc and health for all.

World tx lay  is in a very 
critical sination because o f  
on-going armed conflicts in 
several parts. The conflict

between Rissia and Ukraine 
is the most >crious one at this 
juncture. As per Ihe UNO 
o v e r  14400 p e op le  have 
been killed including 3604 
c iv ilian s. O ver X m illion  
people have been displaced 
externally living as refugees 
in other countries.

T he issue  h a s  not r e ­
mained ju s  between Russia 
and  Ukraine; with the ex ­
plicit involvement o f  US and 
NATO things have gone too 
far. Both sides have warned 
o f  the use :>f nuclear weap­
ons. After J S  President Joe 
Bidcn issued the statement 
lhat they would supply clus­
ter weapons to  Ukraine. Rus­
sia ha:; w irned that in that
case they would be left with 
no other option but lo use nu­
clear weapons. This is a very 
dangerous situation because 
any nuclca' exchange at this 
time on that border will not 
remain between Russia and 
Ukraine; it will be a nuclear 
exchange betw een Russia

and USA NATO. As per 
the latest scientific studies 
this would m ean death  o f  
over 5 billion people which 
would be an end o f  modem 
civ ilization  bu ilt ihrough 
thousands of years o f  human 
labour. Study conducted by 
the  IPPNW  and  e n v iron ­
mental groups has already 
show n evidence that even 
a limited nuclear exchange, 
for cxam pc  between India 
and Pakistan, would lead to 
the death o f over 2 billion 
people. But an  exchange 
between Russia and the US 
would be much more cata­
strophic.

In addit on there are con­
flicts going on in different 
parts o f  A frica a nd  A sia. 
These internal strife have 
International support in  one 
form or i he other for various 
econom ic in terests o f  ihe 
rich nations. The situation 
in Palestine o r in Syria arc 
exam p les o f  extrem e hu ­
man rights violations. It is 
therefore important thal ihe 
G 20 lakes a firm decision 
on such issues o f  nuclear 
disarmament and checks on 
ihe  p roliferation o f  small 
anns.

H ow ever it seem s un ­
likely because ihe G 20 is 
not a homogenous group. It 
is a  group :>f countries with 
self-interests dominated by 
the m ultim tional corpora­
tions and military industrial

complex. This is in contrast
lo the Non-Aligned move­
ment (N A M ) w hich  took 
e ffective steps and raised 
serious concerns on ihe issue 
o f  disarm am ent, develop­
ment and human righ ts in 
different countries. It is well 
known that India had played 
a significant role ai lhai mo­
ment. NAM was founded al 
the initiative o f  Jawaharlal 
N ehru, M arshal T ito  and 
Abdul G am al Nasser. The 
N A M s 7th summit w as held 
in Delhi in 1983 in which 
heads o f  the stales from 117 
countries participated and 
ihcrc were 20 observ ers from 
several countries. In con­
trast. the G 20 is a tiny event 
but with much hype.

U seem s un like ly  that

the G 20 meet would oome 
out with a firm declaration 
to  abolish  nu c lea r w eap­
ons which is now possible 
through a multilateral Treaty 
on the Prohibition o f  Nuclear 
Weapons (TPN W ) passed by 
the UNO on 7th July 2017. 
There is a strong lobby with­
in the G 20 who opposed the 
TPNW in the UNO and pul 
tremendous pressure on the 
members o f  the UN General 
Assembly. These countries 
arc the protagonists o f  the 
theory o f  nuclear weapons 
as a deterrent.

It is very much unlikely 
lhat G20 will come out with 
a concrete decision on health
for all which requirvs equita
blc distribution o f  resources 
for he a lth c a re . We have 
in fact w itnessed how the 
Phamiaccutical companies, 
particu la rly  vaccine  pro ­
ducing com panies, played 
havoc du ring  the C O V ID  
pandemic and blackmailed 
sm aller countries w ho did

not have  c ith e r  technical 
know how  o r resources io 
produce vaccines on their 
own. Big Pharma companies 
a re  know n to have  m ade 
huge profits during ihe pe­
riod. For any talk on health 
for all. affordable drug pric­
ing and equitable hcalthcarc. 
ihe Pharma com panies have 
to  be  regu la ted  and  the ir 
profits made transparent.

It would be good to watch 
the on-goings o f thcG 20and 
outcome in various sectors. 
But the countries which are 
there , the U SA . E ngland 
France have pro corporate 
ideology and economic in­
terests. Will they be  ready 
lo pan  away with the arms 
o r will they be ready to make 
e ffec tiv e  c h angcs in  (he 
world trade organization so 
as io meet the requirements 
o f  the developing countries 
for health for all.

As chairperson o f  the 7th 
non-aligned summ it India 
played a big role in organiz­
ing the developing countries 
on ihe one goal o f  this disar­
mament. equitable develop­
ment. human rights, health 
for all etc. They passed reso­
lutions supporting ihe cause 
o f  Palestinians and on other 
issues o f  human rights.

For such decisions there 
is a need for statesmanship. 
That statesmanship is lack­
ing in our polity at present. 
(IPA Service)

“ There are a  plethora o f  issues thal afflict 
Khasi society hut these don t seem  to give  

sleepless nights to the KHADC. Instead they’ 
nitpick on issues that they believe will win 
them brownie points before the elections 

scheduled in February- March next year."

“After US President Joe  Biden issued the 
statement that they w ould supply cluster 

weapons to Ukraine. Russia has warned that 
in that case they would be left with no other 
option but to use nuclear weapons. This is a 

very dangerous situation because any nuclear 
exchange a t this time on that border will not 

remain between Russia a nd  Ukraine. **

“In addition there are conflicts going on in 
different parts o f  A frica and  Asia. These 

internal strife have International support in 
one form  o r  the other f o r  various economic 
interests o f  the rich nations. The situation in 

Palestine o r  in Syria are exam ples o f  extreme 
humun rights violations. It is therefore 

important that the G20 takes a  firm  decision 
on such issues o f  nuclear disarmament and  
checks on the proliferation o f  small arms. ”
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Three Medical Colleges in 
Meghalaya? Mountains to Climb

“ Learning never exhausts th e  mind. ”
—  L eo n a rd o  da Vinci

T he S h illong  T im es
N..1 v.:i \ \  n».:< Mill i dm .. v \n  k d ^ .m  i-ii miii k

N E P : H an g in g  F ire
IT would be wrong to believe dial all colleges 
have complied with the call given by the Megha­
laya College Teachers' Association (MCTA) not to 
implement the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
from this academic year. Several colleges in other 
districts o f Meghalaya have started implementing 
the NEP because their principals see merit in it. 
but, more importantly because they do not want to 
leave the students in the lurch. After all, they argue 
that there is a major shift in the NEP where the 
5+3+3+4 will replace die existing 10+2 structure. 
Besides, the Government wants to make schooling 
available to everyone ami this should be an incentive 
for Meghalaya where the dropout rate is veiy high. 
Government envisages that nearly two crore school 
students will be able to come back to educational 
institutes through this new approach.

The NEP focuses on student's formative years 
o f learning. The S+3+3+4 structure corresponds 
to ages from 3 :o 8, 8 to 11, 11 to 14 and 14 to 18 
which means 12 years of schooling with 3 years of 
Anganwadi and pre-schooling being included in 
this structure. For children up to 8 years a National 
Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early 
Childhood C ar; and Education will be designed 
and developed by NCERT.According to the NEP 
the Education Ministry is to set up a National Mis­
sion on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy. The 
responsibility for succcssful implementation for 
achieving the foundation numeracy and literacy for 
all students till class three would devolve to (he states 
and is scheduled to be done by 2025. One of the 
merits o f  NEP 2020 is the formation o f the National 
Book Promotion Policy in India. Also appropriate 
authorities will conduct the school examinations for 
grades 3,5 and 8. The board exams for grades 10 and 
12 will continue but the NEP 2020 aims to re-design 
the structure with holistic development.

This new plan focuses on setting up a Gender 
Inclusion Fund and Special Education Zones for 
disadvantaged regions and groups. The NEP w ill 
also sec the setting up o f multi-disciplinary Educa­
tion and Research Universities at par with the IITs 
and IIMs to introduce multidisciplinary academics. 
The same yardsticks will be used for accreditation 
and regulations to guide both the public and private 
academic bodies. Phase wise collcge affiliation and 
autonomy will be granted to colleges. By 2030. it 
will be mandatory to have at least a 4-year B. Ed de­
gree for joining the occupation o f teaching. Also the 
Policy looks at nore online classes so that students 
are prepared for future emergencies.

Some drawbacks o f the NEP is the use o f the 
mother tongue as a teaching method which will de­
prive the classrooms o f  diversity. Ironically students 
of private schools would be introduced to English 
early on. This will create a chasm between those 
communicating in English and others who don’t and 
it might affect the chances o f the latter when entering 
the job market. Also sincc there is a choice between 
a full graduation and a diploma many students might 
opt for the latter. These drawbacks may need to be 
remedied. However, since the new education policy 
comes after 30 years and its aim is to make the aca­
demic system at par with international standards it 
cannot be rejected lock, stock and barrel.

By G lenn  C. K h a rko n g o r

U ttar P radesh  p o litic s  s ignals  
a s ig n ifican t change

Seat sharing among 
India alliance 

partners now crucial
B y  D r C ya n  P a tliak

L etters  to  the E d ito r

D a ta  confirm s 
th a t  festivals 

ad d  to  to u rism  
footfalls

Editor.
T his is in response to the 

article titled. "Do Festivals 
A dd  to  Tourism  V ib ran ­
cy?" by Professor Benjamin 
Lyngdoh, published in The 
Shillong Times on August 
2 3 .2023 . A s an organizer o f  
events and festivals for over 
15 years. I feel compelled 
to  address the assumptions 
m ade by the professor and 
provide a d iffcrcit perspec­
tive based on our data-driven 
approach.

T he Professor suggests 
that festivals may not con­
tribute significantly to tour­
ism  vibrancy, but I beg to 
d iffer based on our experi­
ences. We have meticulously 
collected data over the years 
for som e o f  the events and 
Festivals w e exeejte, which 
shows that a majority o f  our 
ticket purchases, especially 
for the Cherry Blossom Fes­
tival last y e ar were made 
b y  tou ris ts  (non-residen ts 
o f  M eghalaya). 1 have to 
em phasise on this Festival 
because the professor took 
a dig at it in the said article. 
T his data supports the idea 
that festivals can indeed a t­
tract tourists and add vibran­
cy to  the tourisir industry. 
We also have inpuis from our 
friends in the hospitality and 
hospitality services based out 
o f  Shillong that most o f  these 
tourists w ho attend festivals 
in M eghalaya  stny for an 
average o f  5-7 Days which 
indicates that they also visit 
o ther places o f  interest. We

did a post festival assessment 
o f  drop in tourist footfall last 
year im m ediately after the 
cancellation o f  the C herry 
Blossom Festival supported 
by evidence from a majority 
o f  the accommodation estab­
lishments and in conncction 
to  festival p ack ag es they 
had sold to their guests. The 
conclusion was that the State 
o f  Meghalaya lost anywhere 
from 50 to 100 Crores worth 
o f  rev e n u e  w h ich  w ou ld  
have bencfuted enterprises 
in  the  field o f  H ospitality. 
L ogistics. F& B a nd  o the r 
ventures related to  Tourism.

At Rockski. we have ad­
opted a  proactive and data- 
driven approach in curating 
and  planning our festivals. 
By using our own booking 
portal and  organizing these 
events well in advance, we 
allow  people to  plan their 
a ttendance  and  m ake nec­
essary  arrangem ents. This 
approach has yielded posi­
tive results, as we have been 
able to  track and have seen 
an incrcasc in  tourist footfall 
year after year.

While the professor may 
have theo re tica l po in ts . I 
believe it would have been 
beneficial for him  to reach 
out and consult stakeholders 
like us. who have first-hand 
experience in the  field. By 
d o in g  so . he  c o u ld  have 
strengthened his article with 
concrete  fac ts and  figures, 
en su ring  a m ore  accu ra te  
representation o f  the impact 
o f  festivals on tourism  vi­
brancy.

It is essential to recognize 
the importance o f  collabora­
tion and knowledge-sharing
between academia and in­
d u s try  p ro fe ss io n a ls . By 
w ork ing  together, w e can 
enhance the understanding

A front page news items 
in the Shillong Times. Aug 
26. 2023 indicates that the 
sta te  cabinet has approved 
the setting up o f  three m edi­
cal colleges in the state. The 
co m m itm en t o f  th e  s ta te  
governm ent is  qu ite  adm i­
rable. In the last couple o f  
decades the re  have  seem ­
ingly been sincere efforts to 
begin medical education in 
the state, but these attem pts 
have been fraught with de ­
lays and failures.

T h e r e  is  g o o d  in te n t  
and  p o litica l w ill pow er, 
but medical education is a 
specialized and  dem anding 
discipline and  the creation 
o f  a medical college needs 
highly technical and human 
resource inputs and a detailed 
and  nuanced approach . In 
other w ords, experience and 
e x p e r tis e  in  se ttin g  up  a 
medical collcge is indispens­
able. But such know-how is 
in short supply, and the gov­
ernm ent will need to obtain 
this expertise. Land and local 
approvals arc the easy part. 
M oney and good intentions 
alone  w ill no t ach ieve  the 
desired result.

F.xpenisc from outside the 
government can ccnainly be 
called upon. There are many 
self-styled consultants who 
claim expertise, but they arc 
m ostly  co rporate  honchos 
for w hom  consultancy fees 
arc  the main priority. It is 
adm irable that a few states 
in  th e  N ortheast have set 
up m ed ica l c o lle g e s , bu t 
there have been some note­
worthy failures such a s  the 
ill-fated PPP medical college 
in Tripura.

These arc the m ajor hur­
dles.

D etailed P ro ject R eport
T his may be the easiest 

part. A combination o f  insider 
inputs and external expertise 
would be able  to put a DPR 
together. T his would have to 
b ea  multi dimensional docu­
ment with at least ten years 
o f  operational and financial 
projections, with future plans 
for postg raduate  m edical.
nllii'H health and nnrsinj*
The two main components: 
medical college and clinical 
teaching hospital would pres­
ent different levels o f  diffi­
culty in forging the DPR. The 
m edical co llege  portion is 
straightforw ard because the 
N ational Medical Com m is­
sion norm s and gu idelines 
arc explicitly stipulated.

T h e  te a c h in g  h o sp ita l 
projections would b e  a morc 
c o m p lex  ta sk . T h e  m ost 
d ifficult projec tions would 
be a  plausible  hospital oc-

o f  the tourism industry and 
provide valuable insights to 
students, like those study­
ing tourism a t NEHU. This 
w ill enable  them  to m ake 
informed decisions and con­
tr ib u te  e ffe c tiv e ly  to  the 
sector.

In conclusion. I urge the 
professor and other research­
ers tocngagc with stakehold­
ers in the festival and tourism 
industry to gather practical 
insights and data. This will 
ensure that their articles arc 
w e ll-ro u n d e d , backed  by 
factual evidence, and ben ­
eficial to  both the academic 
and industry com m unities. 
F estiva ls  have the  po te n ­
tial o f  injecting econom ic, 
social and  env ironm en ta l 
(triple-bottom line) benefits. 
W hen properly curated and 
p lanned, they undoubtedly 
c o n trib u te  to  tou rism  v i­
brancy. and it is crucial that 
this perspective is accurately 
represented.

Yours etc., 
Jason Manners 
Rockski EMG

H aw k ers  on 
fo o tp a th s :
A p e rilo u s  
m en ace  fo r 

L a itu m k h ra h  
re s id en ts

Editor.
As a concerned resident 

o f  L aitum khrah, it deeply 
troubles m e to w itness the 
ever-w orsening state o f  our
neighborhood'): footpath*
due to rampant encroach­
ment by hawkers. A recent 
photograph published in The

c u p an c y  a nd  the  feasib le  
sufficiency o fa  wide variety 
o f  patients for undergraduate 
and  postgraduate students to 
learn from.

Patien ts fo r the
teach ing  hospital

M eghalaya has a sm all 
p o p u la tio n  to  d raw  from  
and  the state w ould not be 
able  to  easily attract patients 
from outside. NEIGR1HMS 
has ach ieved  th is to  some 
extent, but o \e r  the years it 
has established some strong 
d epartm en ts  that bring in 
p a tie n ts  from  e lsew h e re . 
Faculty shortages and equip­
m ent maintenance are  fre­
quent bugbears, but even so 
NHIGRIHM S has laudable 
ach ievem ents But this has 
taken  o v e r  a q u a rte r  o f  a 
c en tu ry  to  accom plish . A 
state medical collcge hospital 
will find it difficult to dupli­
cate this feat. For three state 
m edical co lleges to  draw  
enough paticrts is probably 
an unrealistic expectation.

The numbers o f  patients 
in government hospitals in 
S h illo n g  may p rov ide  an 
adequate occupancy for the 
m edical college in Shillong, 
but the numbers o f  patients 
in the civil hospital in Tura 
may not be enough. A private 
medical college situated near 
the Assam border will attract 
patients from there, but the 
teach ing  hospital w ill not 
benefit many patients from 
M eghalaya. A private m edi­
cal co llege will keep most 
o f  the seats f:>r itself, so  it 
is uncertain how many local 
students will benefit.

T here arc s;vcral mission 
and  private hospitals in the 
state and many families take 
patients to hospitals in Assam 
and elsew here in the country. 
These m indset and practices 
will not change easily. Even 
in dcnsdy-poralaicd  states, 
health -seek ing  behaviours 
a re  habituated Some private 
medical colleges in the coun­
try  arrange fl:cts o f  buses, 
pickup from stations and bus 
stands, and tree treatment at 
their hospitals but continue 
to  struggle to attract enough 
patients.

Facu lty  and sta ff
T his mountain would be 

a lm ost insurmountable. The 
num ber o f  needed faculty, 
with the right qualifications 
and  teach ing  ex p e rien c e , 
sim ply do not exist in the 
country . Even the  highly- 
vaunted new AIIMS institu­
tions (19 have been opened, 
five  m orc arc planned  for

Shillong Tiircs . displaying 
the stark reality o f  p edes­
trians forced onto the roads 
due to obstructed motorablc 
roads, paints a grim  picture 
o f  the  dangers w e facc daily. 
The conscqucnccs arc dire, 
with a surge in accidents and 
looming heal h hazards.

The photograph in ques­
tio n  dep icted  the  ch ao tic  
scene w here footpaths and 
motorablc roads, meant to be 
safe havens for pedestrians, 
were being dominated by an 
am iy  o f  street hawkers and 
their makeshift stalls. This 
infringement has turned our 
once serene walkways into 
hazardous zones, compelling 
pedestrians to walk precari­
ously on the roads, w eaving 
through traffic, and putting 
their lives a t risk. T he issue 
has c sca la tcd  to  su c h  an 
ex ten t tha t accidents have 
become all too common.

T h e  pe rils  o f  th is  e n ­
croachm ent fit home when 
m y own daughter. a school 
studen t, alm ost becam e a 
victim o f  this menace. W hile 
crossing the toad, an ambu- 
lance cn route to the hospital 
had to  sw er.’c  to  avo id  a 
h aw ker's  cart o b struc ting  
its path. T he lack o f  space 
forced the ambulance dan­
gerously close to  the side­
w alk  w here  m y d a u g h te r  
w as w alking, and tragically, 
a scoo ter nearly careencd  
in to  her. This c ou ld  have 
been prevented i f  not for the 
hawker's illegal occupation 
o f  the  portion o f  the motor- 
able road.

T he dangers o f  this situa­
tion extend beyond accidents. 
The health hazards posed by 
these  en cro ac h m en ts  a re  
insidious and far-reaching. 
T he haw kers ' s ta lls  often  
spill into the walkways, c re ­
ating an environment ripe for

2025) arc struggling, som e 
o f  them w ith bare ly  thirty 
percent o f  the required fac­
ulty strength. NEIGR1HMS 
has recently seen an exodus 
o f  faculty.

G iven these  fac ts, how 
do  we expect faculty from 
around the country to  gravi­
tate to  Meghalaya. The num­
ber o f  doctors qualified to 
teach in M eghalaya at pres­
ent is negligible. It w ould be 
a tough challenge to attract 
faculty to  Meghalaya. What 
c o u ld  be the in c en tiv es?  
T here  a re  hardly any  rea­
sons to w ork in N ortheast 
India for someone from the 
mainland.

A cross the country, there 
isa  continuing exodus o f  spe ­
cialists from teaching institu­
tions to private hospitals. The 
Manipal group is the largest 
provider o f  private medical 
education in India, with five 
medical colleges, all o f  them 
arc highly rated. Their hospi­
tals. now the second largest 
network in the country, draw 
some o f  the best specialists 
from medical colleges. The 
rem uneration  packages at 
private hospitals and family 
conveniences o f  city life arc 
unchallengeable.

Recently a friend o f  mine 
w hose  daugh ter secured  a 
seat through NEET at Sik- 
k im -M a n ip al In s titu te  o f  
M edical Sciences, Gangtok, 
in stead  c h o se  to  send  his 
child to a low er ranked medi­
cal co llege  in south India. 
W hy? His reason w as that 
Sikkim is close to  strife-torn 
Manipur. Fears and miscon­
ceptions about the Northeast 
arc widely prevalent in main­
land India.
O th e r  h ealth  professions

W hile the sta te  govern­
m ent is  so  visibly focused 
on medical colleges, training 
in o ther much-needed health 
professions are  neglected. 
M LCU  is the  o n ly  m ajor 
training centre  in the  state 
for allied health professions 
such as m edical lab technol­
ogy . im ag ing  technology , 
optometry, operation theatre 
technologists and other para­
medical professionals. These 
g rad u a tes  a re  g rabbed  by 
the jo b  market all over the 
Northeast. There is only one 
public health  institute, and 
hardly any training for men­
tal health  w orkers, except 
for MLCU. These priorities 
should be taken up also.

Rather than state-funded 
o r conventional PPParrange- 
m cnts, the government may

breeding pests and bacteria. 
Not only are these unsani­
tary conditions a breeding 
ground for disease, but the 
congestion a lso exacerbates 
the problem o f  a ir pollution, 
with vehicles idling in traffic 
due  to  the lim ited walking 
space.

O n e  w o u ld  h ope  th a t 
a fte r  experienc ing  such  a 
near traum atic  even t and 
w itn e ss in g  th e  c o u n tle s s  
near-m isses on a daily basis, 
the  conce rned  au tho ritie s  
w ould take im m ediate and 
effec tive  action  to  rectify1 
the situation. H ow ever, a t­
tempts to bring this issue to 
their attention through cor­
respondence have fallen on 
d e af ears. Despite numerous 
appeals, the encroachments 
persist, and  ou r safety and 
w ell-being  con tinue  to  be 
compromised.

It is  the duty o f  our elec t­
ed officials and local adm in­
istration to  ensure the safety 
and welfare o f  the residents. 
It is the ir  responsibility  to 
create an environment where 
pedestrians can move freely 
and  safely, w ithout having 
to  dodge traffic o r risk their 
he a lth  d ue  to  u n sa n ita ry  
conditions. The hawker en ­
c ro a ch m e n t is su e  canno t 
be allow ed  to  pe rsist, lest 
it erodes the very fabric o f  
our community and leads to 
morc avoidable tragedies.

The situation in Laitum ­
khrah dem ands im m ediate 
intervention. The encroach­
ment o f  footpaths and roads 
by hawkers has led to myriad 
problem s, from  escalating  
a c c id en t ra te s  to  se rio u s 
health hazards. My daugh­
te r's near accident stands as 
a stark reminder o f  the urgent 
need for the authorities to 
act decisively to restore the

c o n s id e r  locally  po ssib le  
in n o v a tio n s . T he M L C U  
School o f  Allied Health Sci­
e n ce s p rov ides c lass room  
teaching and basic labs. The 
hands-on training is provided 
by local hospitals in Shillong 
and  the capstone skills are 
polished by one-year intern­
ships. six months o f  which 
has to be outside the state at 
leading private and mission 
hosp itals. T hese  hosp ita ls  
routinely o ffer jo b s  to  our 
graduates a fte r  internship. 
W hile  m ed ica l ed u ca tio n  
is. o f  course, morc dem and­
ing in its set-up. a conver­
gence o f  local institutions, 
resources a nd  effo rts  may 
be one way o f  clim bing the 
mountain.

Yes. we should se t up a 
medical collcge in M egha­
laya and  we can do this in 
tandem  w ith other training 
p riorities. But som e o f  the 
sta tem ents in the Shillong 
Times new s report and the 
“ push for medical colleges'’ 
on page 3 by the UDP, arc 
mostly wishful thinking.

M e d ic a l e d u c a t io n  is 
largely a  private good, a s  its 
benefits mostly accrue to  the 
g radua te  doctor. H ow ever 
the hospital services and the 
ancillary local development 
are a public good. T his ju sti­
fies its governmental priority. 
It is also true that the country 
needs more doctors, though 
when one takes foreign medi­
cal graduates such a s from 
China o r east European coun­
tries, AYUSH and traditional 
healers into the  equation , 
this need is diminished. The 
data show s that even though 
medical colleges have m ush­
roomed in south India, rural 
regions do not benefit much. 
The best medical graduates 
practice in the c ities o r  go 
abroad,

F o r so m e o n e  w h o  has 
been a career academ ician 
and adm inistrator in a medi­
cal college, insider insights 
and  direc tions arc clear. A 
deep dive into the com plexi­
ties is a necessary exercise. 
W hen w e go pu b lic  w ith  
ou r plans and in im c i with
o u tside  p la y e rs  and  local 
stakeholders, w e should look 
c red ib le , no t ju s t en th u si­
astic.

The au thor is  a  fo rm e r  
p ro fe sso r  o f  p e d ia tr ic s  a i 
K asturba M edical Collcge. 
ex-Di rector o f  P lanning and  
D ev e lo p m e n t a t M an ipa l 
University, and  previous se ­
nior vice president o fthe  Ma­
nipal bUlucation and  M edical 
Group. H e  is also the author 
o f  "M anipal a n d  B eyond"  
(Penguin Books. 2016)

sa fe ty  and  d ig n ity  o f  ou r 
footpaths and roads. It is my 
hope that diis article serves 
a s  a w ake-up call for those in 
power, urging them to take 
action before morc lives arc 
needlessly endangered.

Yours etc., 
R. Lyngdoh.

Shillong-3

W h en  will 
peace  r e tu rn  to 

M a n ip u r?
Editor.
It is reported that a  noted 

so n g w rite r  w as a m ong  5 
killed in M anipur on  A u ­
gust 30 2023. After violence 
erupted in M anipur around 
174 people  died and  over
67.000 have been displaced. 
The violence continues de­
spite the fact that the central 
government had sent about 
•40.000 central arm ed per­
sonnel from th e  arm y and 
A ssam  R ifle s  to  c on ta in  
the violence. Peace will not 
return to  M anipur w ithout 
recovering  6000  w eapons 
and 6  lakh rounds o f  am m u­
nition that were looted from 
security  fo rces as a lleged  
by C o n g re ss  MP, G au rav  
G ogoi. So w hat will be the 
fate o f  the tribals o f  Manipur 
w ho have become targets? 
ja e  upu  W hat nex t is  the 
q u estion .

Yours etc..
Mofidul Islam.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The S h illong  Times

G hosi a ssem bly  bypoll 
has signalled a significant 
c h an g e  in U tta r  P radesh  
po litics . C ong ress  jo in e d  
Samajwadi Party 's election 
cam paign , the  firs t o f  its 
kind after the form ation o f  
INDIA opposition alliance. 
The e lcc.ion is  scheduled 
for Septem ber 5. and it is 
the first one-on-one electoral 
battle in the state between 
the opposition INDIA a lli­
ance and :he NDA.

S in ce  IN D IA  a llia n c e  
w as formed for Lok Sabha 
e lection 2024, and not for 
the Vidhan Sabha elections, 
and  therefore such a jo in t 
e lec tion  cam paign by IN ­
DIA alliance partners for a 
Vidhan Sabha scat is an im­

portant development. Such 
a political gesture at sta te  
level has becom e  a ll the  
more significant in the light 
o f  B JP 's  la tes t m ove for 
'o n e  nation, o ne  election" 
a im in g  at d is ru p tin g  the 
opposition move o f  unity at 
national fcvcl by indirectly 
fuelling regional a spirations 
o f  the po litica l pa rties in 
opposition that makes them 
somewhat hesitant in jo in ­
ing hands at state level. I f  
e lections a re  held together 
at the Centre and States, BJP 
leadership hopes, opposition 
unity would become almost 
impossible.

W hat «ve have been see­
ing  in the G hosi V idhan 
Sabha bypoll might be very 
disconcerting to the BJP and 
NDA partners. ‘T h e  country 
w ants change. T he INDIA 
alliance k  going to  defeat 
the  BJP. T he S am ajw adi 
Party and its allies arc fully 
prepared for the elections," 
said Samajwadi Party (SP) 
president A khilesh Yadav, 
and  th is sta tem en t seem s 
to  have some truth. Unity 
can be  seen in the G hosi 
bypoll a . th e  s ta te  level, 
w h ile  IND IA  a llia n c e  is 
likely to finalise their seat 
sharing arrangement for the 
Lok Sabha e lection 2024 by 
September 30.

U ttar Pradesh has always 
been  th e  m ost im portan t 
state for Lok Sabha elections 
s ince  it sends the largest 
number o f  seats in the Lok 
Sabha. Out o f  80 se a ts  in 
the state, BJP had won 62 
in 2019 Lok Sabha election 
while 2 scats w ere won by its 
a lly Apna Dal (S). that made 
the NDA tally from  U ttar 
Pradesh to 64. BJP liad won 
303 seats in the entire coun­
try. w hile 272 seats  w ere  
required to form government 
in New D ;lhi. Uttar Pradesh 
w as the single largest state 
from where the BJP got 62 
seats, followed by 28 from 
M adhya Pradesh. 26 from 
G ujarat. 25 from Karnataka, 
24 from  Rajasthan, and 23 
from M alarashtra. A t a time 
w hen  B JP 's  p ro sp ec ts  in 
M adhya P radesh . R a jast­
han. and K arnataka arc  on 
the decline and uncertain in 
Maharashtra. PM Narendra 
M odi car.’t even dream  o f  
returning for the third terra 
i f  his party loses in U ttar 
Pradesh.

It is in this backdrop the 
political stake o f  PM Modi 
o r BJP is the biggest in Ut­
tar P radesh. It m akes the 
s ta k e  o f  IN D IA  a llia n c e  
proportionately the biggest, 
and hence, it requires to  of­

fer one-on-one contests to 
B JP and  N D A  candidates 
in all 80 scats in  the state. 
Seat sharing  a rrangem ent 
between the INDIA alliance 
partners is therefore o f  para­
mount importance, and that 
too in  the shortest possible 
time, w ith an open mind to 
be ready with a plan to make 
seat sh a rin g  arrangem en t 
at Vidhan Sabha level too. 
considering the  latest “one 
nation, one election" move 
o f  PM Modi.

The INDIA alliance has 
already decided to make scat 
sharing arrangements a t the 
state level. SP will have a 
major say in the state since it 
is the strongest political par­
ty in opposition against the

ruling BJP in the state. It had 
a vote share o f 32.06 per cent 
in the Vidhan Sabha e lec­
tion 2022. In the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election its vote share 
w as only 18.11 percen t, and 
that can be  explained in the 
light o f  M ahagathbandhan 
in w hich BSP w as  a lso  a 
participant.

BSP at present is neither 
with NDA nor with INDIA 
alliance. Its vote share has 
been  d e c lin in g  fast, tha t 
cam e dow n  to 12 .88  per 
cent in 2022 Vidhan Sabha 
election from 19.43 percent 
in 2019 when it was part o f  
M ahagathbandhan deriving 
benefit from  the a lliancc. 
The real picture on ground is 
that it had even forfeited de­
posits in 287 Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies while winning 
only one  seat. Even though 
it has considerable presence 
in 116 Vidhan Sabha con­
stituencies which the INDIA 
alliance would need to take 
into consideration.

N o doubt. B JP 's  po liti­
cal fortune is on the decline 
in U ttar Pradesh. Its share 
o f  vote declined in Vidhan 
Sabha election 2022 to 41.29 
percent from 49.98 per cent 
in Lok Sabha election 2019. 
In the Lok Sabha election
2019 it had a swing o f  7.35 
percent in its favour but had 
lost 9  seats , w hich m eant 
the sw ing w as only limited 
in certain seats and w as not 
spread across the state. By
2022, then: w as a  sw ing o f  
8.69 against it that caused a 
loss o f  57 scats w ith even 
3 forfeitures o f  deposits. It 
now has 255 seats in the Vid­
han Sabha. A s per the BJP's 
ow n assessment, 4 o f  its 62 
current seats arc endangered, 
while 14 scats out o f  7 1 they 
had w on in 2014 and lost in
2019 arc  still out o f  their 
rea ch . P re sen tly . IN D IA  
a lliancc  has ch iefly  three 
parties in Uttar Pradesh SP. 
Congress, and RLD. A s per 
the current strength in  the 
Vidhan Sabha SP had won
111 scats. Congress 2, and 
RLD 8 seats in 2022.NCP. 
RJD. SBSP, PSP (Lohiya) 
and A D(K) were part o fSP +  
a lliancc . W ith em ergence  
o f  IN D IA  a l lia n c c  AAP, 
C ong ress . L eft and other 
political parties w ould  be 
in p rincip le  o ffering  jo in t 
candidate in 2024 Lok Sabha 
elec tion , w hich rem ains a 
difficult task to be translated 
on the ground, the success o f  
which may lead to  the road 
to pow er in New Delhi, and 
the failu re  may block  the 
a llia n ce s p ro sp ec ts . (IPA 
Service)

“BSP at present is neither with NDA nor with 
INDIA alliance. Its vote shatv has been declining 
fast, mat came down to 12.88 per cent in 2022 

Vidhan Sabha election from 19.43 per cent in 2019 
when it was part o f  Mahagathbandhan 

deriving benefit from  the alliance. The teal 
picture on ground is that it had even forfeited de­

posits in 287 Vidhan Sabha constituencies 
while winning only one seat. Even though it 

has considerable presence in 116 Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies which the INDIA alliance would 

need to take into consideration. ”
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Biological clocks: How does our 
body know that time goes by?

I n A p ri l o f  th is  y e a r ,  S p a n is h  a th l e t e  B e a t r ix  
F la m in i e m e rg e d  in to  th e  l ig h t  a f te r  a 5 0 0 -d a y  
s ta y  in  a c a v e . H e r  d e s c e n t  u n d e rg r o u n d  is  

p ro b a b ly  th e  lo n g e s t u n d e r ta k e n  by  a  lo n g  s tr e tc h . 
F la m in i s a y s  s h ;  lo s t a l l  s e n s e  o f  t im e  on  th e  6 5 th  
d a y . B ut c a n  sh e  re a l ly  b e  s u re  it w a s  th e  6 5 th  d a y ?  
B y w ay  o f  c o m p a r is o n ,  in  1962  F r a n c e 's  M ic h e l 
S i f f r e  s u r fa c e d  f ro m  th e  S c a ra s s o n  c h a s m  in  I ta ly  
a f te r  sp e n d in g  w hat he th o u g h t  w as  33  d a y s  th e re .  
In f a c t ,  h e  sp e n t 58 d a y s  u n d e rg r o u n d .

T h r  t i c k  o f  l i f e 's  c lo c k s  
H ow  c a n  i s o l a te d  h u m a n  b e in g s  k e e p  r e g u la r  

t r a c k  o f  t im e ,  e v e n  w h e n  th e y 'r e  d is c o n n e c te d  
f ro m  th e i r  su r ro u n d in g  e n v i ro n m e n t?  Q u i te  s im ­
p ly , b e c a u s e  b io lo g ic a l  rh y th m s  a re  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  
l i f e ,  r e g u la t in g  it a l l  th e  w a y  fro m  th e  m o le c u la r  
le v e l  u p  to  th a t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  b o d y . T h e s e  in c lu d e  
n o t  o n ly  o u r  s i e c p /w a k e  c y c l e s ,  b u t  a l s o  b o d y  
te m p e r a tu r e ,  h o rm o n e s , m e ta b o l is m  a n d  th e  c a r ­
d io v a s c u l a r  s y s te m , to  n a m e  b u t a few .

A n d  th e s e  rh y th m s  h a v e  m a n y  r e p e r c u s s io n s ,  
no t le a s t  in  te r ra s  o f  p u b lic  h e a l th .  In d e e d , a n u m ­
b e r  o f  d is e a s e s  a rc  e p is o d ic  fo r  e x a m p le , a s th m a  
is  m o re  s e v e r e  at n ig h t ,  w h ile  c a r d io v a s c u la r  a c ­
c id e n ts  a rc  m ore  f r e q u e n t  in  th e  m o rn in g . A n o th e r  
e x a m p le  is  sh if t  w o rk , w h ic h  d is c o n n e c ts  p e o p le  
f ro m  th e i r  e n v iro n m e n t.  It m a y  b e  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  
an in c re a s e d  r isk  o f  c a n c e r s  in  w o rk e rs ,  p r o m p tin g  
th e  W H O  to  la b e l it  a s  a p r o b a b le  c a r c in o g e n .

R h y th m s  a ls o  im p a c t how  w c  in te r a c t  w ith  o th e r  
s p e c ie s .  F o r  e x a m p le . A f r ic a n  t r y p a n o s o m ia s is ,  
a l s o  c a l le d  s le e p in g  s ic k n e s s ,  is  a  d i s o r d e r  o f  o u r  
d a i ly  rh y th m  c a u se d  by  th e  p a r a s i te  T ry p a n o s o m a  
b r u c e i .  w h o s e  m e ta b o l is m  is  a l s o  d a i ly  j u s t  lik e  
o u r  im m u n ity .

G e n e s :  th e  g r e a t  c lo c k m a k e r s  
T h e  r o ta t io n s  o f  th e  E a r th .  M o o n  a n d  S u n  g e n ­

e ra te  e n v iro n m e n ta l  c y c le s  th a t h av e  fa v o u r e d  the  
s e le c t io n  o f  b io lo g ic a l  c lo c k s .

A b io lo g i c a l  c lo c k  is  a m e c h a n is m  in te r n a l  
to  o r g a n is m s  th a t ,  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n  e n v i r o n ­
m e n ta l  s i g n a l ,  o p e r a t e s  a t  i t s  o w n  f r e q u e n c y .  
T h e  r e g u la r  a l te r n a t io n  o f  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  h a s ,  fo r  
e x a m p le ,  fa v o u re d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  c ir c a d i a n  
c lo c k  ( c i r c a ,  m e a n in g  “ a p p ro x im a te ly '' ,  a n d  d ie m , 
" d a y " ) .

T h e  c i rc a d i a n  c lo c k  m c c h a n is m  w a s  f i r s t  d i s ­
c o v e r e d  in  th e  f ru i t  f ly .  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  D ro s o ­
p h i la .  in  th e  1970s. I t i s  b a s e d  o n  fe e d b a c k  lo o p s  
in  th e  t r a n s c r ip t io n  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
g e n e s  g e n e  A p r o m o te s  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  g e n e  
B . w h ic h  in  tu rn  in h ib i t s  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  g e n e  
A -  c r e a t i n g  a n  o s c i l l a t i o n .  D u rin g  th e  d a y . l ig h t  
in d u c e s  th e  d im in u tio n  o f  s p e c i f ic  f a c to r s  o f  th e  
lo o p  v ia  a p h o to r e c e p to r  c a l l e d  c ry p to c h r o m c .  
I n te r e s t in g ly ,  t i e  k ey  f a c to r s  in  th e  m c c h a n is m  
e s s e n t i a l l y  o n ly  c o m p r i s e  a f e w  g e n e s  n a m e d  
p e r io d ,  t im c lc s> , c lo c k  a n d  c y c le .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  
f in e - tu n in g  a n d  r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  c lo c k  i s  b a se d  
on  a c o m p le x  m o le c u la r  a n d  n e u ro n a l  n e tw o rk  
th a t  e n s u r e s  i t s  t im in g  a n d  p r e c is io n .

T h e re  i s  n o  s in g le ,  o v e ra rc h in g  c irc a d i a n  c lo c k  
th a t w o u ld  o rg a n is e  a l l  o f  l i f e ,  a s  th e  c lo c k  g e n e s  
v a ry  f ro m  sp e c ie s  to  s p e c ie s .  B u t th e  p r in c ip le  
r e m a in s  th e  sa m e: g e n e s  w h o s e  e x p re s s io n  o s c i l ­
la te s .  B io lo g ic a l  rh y th m s  h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  in  
a l l  th e  ta x a  ( g ro u p s  o f  o r g a n is m s )  s tu d i e d  so  fa r , 
w h ic h  c o m p ris e  c y a n o b a c te r i a  ( a  ty p e  o f  b a c te r i a  
t h a t  o b t a in  e n e r g y  v ia  p h o to s y n t h e s i s ) ,  f u n g i ,  
p la n ts ,  a n d  a n im a l s ,  in c lu d in g  h u m a n s .

In a d d i t i o n ,  v a r io u s  tim e  g iv e r s  ( z e i tg e b e r s )  
s y n c h ro n i s e  the  o r g a n is m  w ith  i t s  e n v i ro n m e n t :  
l ig h t  ( t h e  m o s t  s tu d i e d  to  d a te ) ,  te m p e r a tu r e  a n d  
f o o d , in  p a r t i c u la r .

A n in t e r n a l  c lo c k  s y n c h r o n i s e d  
by th e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

O n e  v e ry  c o n c re te  im p l ic a t io n  o f  th is  c ir c a d i a n

c lo c k  c o n c c rn s  j e t  la g . T h is  is  th e  d e v ia t i o n  o f  a n  
i n d iv i d u a l 's  in te r n a l  rh y th m  fro m  th e  tim e  o f  th e  
t im e  z o n e  th e y  a rc  in .

E n v ir o n m e n ta l  s ig n a ls  in  g e n e r a l ,  a nd  l ig h t  in  
p a r t i c u la r ,  h e lp  to  r c - s y n c h r o n is c  th e  in d iv id u a l :  
l ig h t  p e r c e iv e d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  n ig h t  m o v e s  
th e  c lo c k  f o rw a rd ,  w h ile  l ig h t  p e rc e iv e d  a t  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n ig h t  d e la y s  i t .  L ig h t p e rc e iv e d  
d u r in g  th e  d a y  h a s  no  e f f e c t .  In h u m a n s , l ig h t  is  
n o t p e r c e iv e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  th e  m o le c u la r  c lo c k ,  
b u t is  c a p tu r e d  in  th e  r e t i n a  a n d  th e n  t r a n s m i t te d  
v ia  th e  r c t i n o - h y p o th a la m ic  p a th w a y  to  a  c e n tr a l

c lo c k ,  w h e re  it  m o d u la te s  th e  s y n th e s is  o f  c lo c k  
p r o te in s .  T h e  s y s te m  is  n o t in f in i t e ly  s c a la b le ,  
h o w e v e r :  it t a k e s  th e  h u m a n  b o d y  a p p ro x im a te ly  
o n e  d a y  to  a d a p t  to  a  o n e - h o u r  t im e  d i f f e r e n c e .

W i th  H o m o  s a p i e n s '  i n t r i n s i c  c i r c a d i a n  
p e r io d  s p a n n in g  a n  a v e r a g e  2 4 .2  h o u r s ,  it  is  
e a s i e r  fo r  u s  to  t r a v e l  w e s t  a n d  le n g th e n  o u r  
d a y s  t h a n  to  t r a v e l  e a s t  a n d  s h o r t e n  th e m .  
T h is  is  a l s o  w h y  a th l e t e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  w h o  
i s o l a te  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  d e p th s  o f  th e  E a r th  e n d  
up  b e in g  o u t  o f  sy n c  w ith  t im e  o n  th e  s u r fa c e ,  
a n d  u l t i m a t e ly  p e rc e iv e  f e w e r  d a y s  th a n  2 4 - h o u r

s o l a r  d a y s .

O t h e r  t im e s ,  o t h e r  c lo c k s
T h e  c i r c a d i a n  c lo c k  is  n o t  t h e  o n ly  c lo c k  

m c c h a n ism  th a t  e x i s t s  in  n a tu re .  M a n y  b io lo g i ­
c a l  p r o c e s s e s  a rc  s e a s o n a l ,  su c h  a s  th e  m ig r a t io n  
o f  a h o s t o f  b ir d s  a n d  in s e c t s ,  th e  r e p r o d u c t io n  
a n d  h ib e rn a t io n  o f  m a n y  a n im a l  s p c c ic s  a n d  the  
f lo w e r in g  o f  p la n ts .  T h is  s e a s o n a l i ty  is  g e n e r a l l y  
d ic ta t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  f a c to r s ,  i n c lu d in g  b y  w h a t is  
k n o w n  as a c i r c a n n u a l  c lo c k  in th e  e a s e  o f  m a n y  
s p c c ic s .  T h e  m e c h a n is m  o f  th is  c lo c k  h a s  n o t y e t 
b e e n  d e te r m in e d .

T h e  c lo c k  m e c h a n is m s  in  m a r in e  s p e c ie s  a re  
a l s o  u n k n o w n ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  o c e a n s ' 
c o m p le x  te m p o r a l  s t r u c tu r e .  M a rin e  o r g a n is m s  
a r e  e x p o s e d  to  th e  s o la r  c y c le  o f  a l te r n a t in g  d a y  
a n d  n ig h t ,  w h ic h  is  s u p e r im p o s e d  o n  a s c r i e s  o f  
lu n a r  c y ; l c s .  th e  m o s t p ro m in e n t  o f  w h ic h  is  th e  
t id a l  c y c le  ( w i th  a p e r io d  o f  1 2 .4  h o u r s  o r  2 4 .8  
h o u r s ) .  T h e  s e m i - lu n a r  a n d  lu n a r  c y c l c s  ( 1 4 .8  
d a y s /2 9 .5  d a y s ) ,  l in k e d  to  th e  p h a s e s  o f  th e  m o o n , 
a l s o  s t r o n g ly  m o d u la te  th e  m a rin e  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  
v ia  l ig h t  a n d  t id e s .  T h e  s e a s o n s  a l s o  a f f e c t  th e s e  
e c o s y s t e m s .

W h ile  c o m p le x ,  th e  te m p o r a l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  m a ­
r in e  e n v iro n m e n ts  is  p r c d i c t a b l c .  a n d  b io lo g ic a l  
r h y th m s  l i n k e d  to  a l l  th e s e  c y c l c s  h a v e  b e e n  
d e s c r ib e d  in  m a r in e  s p e c ie s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  m a n y  
c o r a ls  s y n c h ro n is e  th e i r  r e p r o d u c t io n ,  la y in g  e g g s  
o n c e  a y e a r  o v e r  a  v e ry  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  t im e . S om e  
m a r in e  w o rm s  s w a r m  p r e c is e ly  o n c e  a m o n th , in  
th e  d a rk e s t  h o u r s  o f  th e  n ig h t ,  to  in i t i a t e  th e i r  
r e p r o d u c t iv e  d a n c c  b e fo r e  s p a w n in g  a n d  d y in g .

In te r e s t in g ly ,  in  2 0 2 0 , o u r  te a m  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  
r e v e a le d  th a t  b io lo g i c a l  rh y th m s  a rc  n o t  l im ite d  
to  th e  c o a s ta l  e n v i ro n m e n t .  Wc in d e e d  s h o w e d  
rh y th m s  in  b e h a v io u r  a n d  g e n e  e x p re s s io n  a t a 
d e p th  o f  1 ,7 0 0  m e t r e s ,  in  a m u s s e l  l iv in g  in  th e  
h y d r o th e r m a l  v e n ts  o f  th e  m id - A t l a n t i c  r id g e .  
O u r  w or< u n d e r l i n e s  th a t  th e  te m p o r a l  c o o r d in a ­
t io n  in  p h y s io lo g y  is  l ik e ly  c r i t i c a l ,  e v e n  in  the  
m o s t  e x tre m e  l i f e  e n v i r o n m e n ts  su c h  a s  th e  d e e p  
o c e a n . ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Eco-friendly’ straws: Not a friend of the environment!
D p a p e r  a n d  b a m b o o  a r c  
o f t e n  p r o m o te d  a s  m o r e  c c o -  
f r i e n d ly  th a n  th e i r  p la s t ic  c o u n ­
t e r p a r t s .  H o w e v e r ,  a new  s tu d y  
h a s  f o u n d  th a t  th e s e  s u p p o s e d ly  
s u s ta in a b le  s t r a w s  c o n ta in  p o ­
te n t ia l ly  to x ic  c h e m ic a l s  c a l le d  
p o ly f lu o r o a lk y l  a n d  p c r f lu o r o -  
a lk y l  s u b s ta n c e s  (P F A S ).

T h e s e  s u b s ta n c e s ,  c o m m o n ly  
k n o w n  a s  “ f o re v e r  c h e m ic a l s " ,  
a re  a  la rg e  g r o u p  o f  o v e r  4 ,0 0 0  
s y n t h e t i c  c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  a re  
u s e d  in  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  p r o d ­
u c t s  d u e  to  t h e i r  w a te r -  a n d  
f a t - r e p e l l e n t  p r o p e r t i e s .  T h e y  
c a n  b e  f o u n d  in  e v e r y d a y  ite m s  
su c h  a s  n o n - s t ic k  c o o k in g  p a n s  
a n d  f a s t - f o o d  p a c k a g in g .

PF A S  c a n  l in g e r  in th e  e n v i ­
ro n m e n t fo r  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s ,  
a n d  e x p o s u re  to  c e r ta in  le v e ls  
o f  P F A S  h a s  b e e n  l in k e d  to  ill  
h e a l th  b o th  in  p e o p le  a n d  in  
a n im a l s .

T h e  s tu d y , c o n d u c te d  by  r e ­
s e a r c h e r s  in  B c lg iu n .  a n a ly s e d  
c o m m e r c ia l ly  a v a i la b le  d r in k in g  
s t r a w s  o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s  a n d  r e ­
c o rd e d  P F A S  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  in
3 9  s e p a r a t e  b r a n d s .  P F A S  w e re  
d is c o v e r e d  in  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  th e  
p a p e r  a n d  b a m b o o  s tr a w s  te s te d . 
T h e y  w e r e  d e t e c t e d  in  p la s t ic
n n d  g lo 3 3  3« row s to o . b u t  a t  a 
lo w e r  f r e q u e n c y .

P c r f l u o r o o c t a n o i c  a c id  w a s  
th e  m o s t c o m m o n  PFA S d e te c te d

in  th e  s t r a w s .  T h e  m a n u fa c tu re  
o f  p c r f lu o r o o c t a n o ic  a c id  h a s  
b e e n  b a n n e d  in  th e  E u r o p e a n  
U n io n  s i n c e  2 0 2 0  o n  s a f e t y  
g r o u n d s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  c a n  b e  
f o u n d  in  o ld  o r  r e c y c le d  c o n ­
su m e r  p r o d u c ts  a n d  p e r s i s t s  in  
th e  e n v iro n m e n t.

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  P F A S  in  
p l a n t - b a s e d  s t r a w s  c o u l d  b e  
d u e  to  f a c to r s  l ik e  u n in t e n t io n ­
a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  f ro m  p la n t s  
g ro w n  in  s o i l  p o l lu t e d  by  PF A S  
a n d  f ro m  th e  u s e  o f  r e c y c l e d  
p a p e r  c o n ta in i n g  P F A S  in th e  
p r o d u c t io n  o f  s tr a w s .

D e t e c t in g  f o r e v e r  c h e m ic a l s  
T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  u s e d  tw o  

m e th o d s  to  d e te c t  P F A S  in  th e  
s t r a w s .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  m e a s u r e d  
w h e t h e r  2 9  ty p e s  o f  c o m m o n  
PF A S  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a n d  q u a n t i ­
f ie d  th e i r  a m o u n ts  in  th e  s t r a w s  
u s in g  a s e n s i t iv e  m e th o d  c a l le d  
l i q u i d  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y  w i th  
ta n d e m  m a ss  s p e c tr o m e tr y . T h e y  
fo u n d  16 o f  th e  2 9  ta rg e t  PF A S 
a t d e t e c t a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s .

A s c r e e n i n g  a p p r o a c h  w a s  
th e n  u s e d  to  d e t e c t  a n y  o th e r  
PF A S  c o m p o u n d s  in  th e  s tr a w s .  
T h is  r e v e a le d  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
tw o  a d d it io n a l  PF A S  c o m p o u n d s  

tr i  f lu o r o a c c t ic  a c id  (T F A ) a n d  
t r i f l u o r o m c t h a n c s u l f o n i c  a c id  
(T F M S ).

T FA  o c c u r r e d  in  f iv e  o f  th e  
e ig h t  p a p e r -b a s e d  s tr a w  b r a n d s  
te s te d  a n d  T F M S  in  s ix  o f  th e m .

B o th  c o m p o u n d s  w e r e  m e a su re d  
in o n e  b a m b o o  s tr a w .

G iv e n  T F A 's  l im i t e d  in d u s ­
t r ia l  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h ­
e r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t s  p r e s e n c e  in  
s t r a w s  p o te n t i a l l y  s te m s  fro m  
th e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  h a lo g c n a tc d  
h y d r o c a r b o n s .  T h e s e  h y d r o ­
c a r b o n s  a r c  c o m m o n ly  u se d  a s  
in d u s t r ia l  s o lv e n t s ,  in te r m e d i ­
a te s  in  s y n th e s is  a n d  e v e n  a s  d ry  
c le a n in g  a g e n ts .

In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  s o u r c e s  o f  th e  
T F M S  in  s t r a w s  a rc  u n c e r ta in . 
H o w e v e r ,  th e y  a rc  k n ow n  to  b e  
a s s o c i a te d  w ith  s i t e s  w h c ic  f i r e ­
f ig h t in g  fo a m s  h a v e  beet: u s e d .

S h o u l d  w c  b e  c o n c e r n e d ?
P e o p le  c o u ld  b e  d i r e c t ly  e x ­

p o s e d  to  P F A S  in s t r a w s  t s  th e y  
le a c h  in to  o u r  d r in k s  d u r in g  u se . 
D i s c a r d e d  o r  r e c y c l e d  s t r a w s  
c o u ld  a l s o  r e s u l t  in  i n d i r e c t  
e x p o s u re  th r o u g h  c o n ta m in a te d  
s o i l s ,  w a t e r ,  p l a n t s  a n d  o th e r  
c o n s u m e r  p r o d u c ts  d e r iv e d  fro m  
r e c y c le d  m a te r ia l s .

T h i s  i s  c o n c e r n i n g .  P F A S  
e x p o s u r e  p o s e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
h e a l th  r i s k s  to  p e o p le ,  w ild l i f e  
a n d  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.

R e s e a r c h  in d i c a t e s  th a  p r e g ­
n a n t  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  e x p o s e d  to  
th e se  su b s ta n c e s  m a y  e x p e r ie n c e  
re d u c e d  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  h e ig h te n e d  
b lo o d  p rc 3 3 u rc . T h e i r  c h i ld r e n  
c o u ld  f a c e  d e v e lo p m e n ia l  e f ­
fe c ts  l ik e  lo w  b i r th  w e ig h t ,  e a r ­
ly  p u b e r ty  a n d  e v e n  a n  in c re a s e d

r is k  o f  s o m e  c a n c e r s .
PF A S  e x p o s u re  h a s  e v e n  be en  

sh o w n  to  c o m p ro m is e  th e  im ­
m u n e  s y s t e m 's  a b i l i t y  to  f ig h t  
in f e c t i o n s .  In  2 0 2 0 .  r e s e a r c h  
f ro m  D e n m a r k  f o u n d  th a t  th e  
s e v e r i t y  o f  C O V ID  in f e c t io n s  
se e m e d  to  b e  a g g ra v a te d  by  e x ­
p o s u re  to  so m e  PF A S .

E x p o s u r e  to  P F A S  h a s  a l s o  
b e e n  l in k e d  to  a r e d u c e d  r e ­
p r o d u c t iv e  a b i l i t y  in  b ir d s ,  a n d  
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  tu m o u rs  a n d  
d i s r u p te d  im m u n e  a n d  k id n e y  
f u n c t i o n  in  o t h e r  s p c c i c s  o f  
a n im a l .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e s e a r c h  on  
th e  C a p e  F e a r  r i v e r  in  N o r th  
C a r o l in a  in  2 0 2 2  r e v e a le d  th a t  
a l l  75  A m e r ic a n  a l l i g a t o r s  (a  
p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s )  t e s t e d  h a d  
PF A S  in th e i r  b lo o d  s c ru m . T h e  
le v e ls  o f  PF A S  in th e  a l l i g a t o r s ’ 
sc ru m  w e re  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  d i s ­
r u p t e d  im m u n e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  
a u to im m u n e - ty p e  d is e a s e s .

T h e s e  c h e m ic a l s  a re  n o w  so  
w id e s p re a d  in  th e  e n v iro n m e n t 
th a t  it is  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  fo r  
h u m a n s  a n d  w i ld l i f e  to  a v o id  
e x p o s u r e  to  t h e m .  E x p o s u r e  
to  P F A S  c a n  o c c u r  in  v a r io u s  
w a y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b r e a t h i n g  in  
c o n ta m in a te d  a i r ,  to  c o n s u m in g  
ta in te d  fo o d  a n d  w a te r , a nd  ev en  
th r o u g h  sk in  c o n ta c t  w ith  d u s t  
a n d  p u r t ic lc s .

P e r h a p s  th e  b e s t  th in g  w e  c a n  
d o  is  to  a v o id  u s in g  s t r a w s  a l t o ­
g e th e r .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )



T H E  SH ILLO N G  T IM E S, SH IL L O N G , SUNDAY. SE P T E M B E R  3. 2023 (SE V E N )

How caste is compounding Malana’s garbage crisis
By K ac h n a  V crm a

N e s t le d  a m id  th e  p i c tu r e s q u e  la n d s c a p e  o f  
th e  H im a la y a s ,  M a la n a  v i l l a g e  is  w e l l-  
k n o w n  fo r m a n y  r e a s o n s ,  th e  p r im a ry  o f  
w h ic h  is  th e  p re m iu m  h a s h is h  th a t  is  p r o d u c e d  

h e re ,  n i c k n a n u d  'M a la n a  C r e a m '.
I t is  a l s o  f a m o u s  f o r  i t s  in d ig e n o u s  d e m o ­

c r a t ic  s y s te m  a n d  r a th e r  in f a m o u s  f o r  ho w  th e  
n a t iv e s  p e rc e iv e  o u t s i d e r s  a s  'u n c l e a n ' a n d  
u n to u c h a b le .  T h e  h a m le t  in  H im a c h a l  P r a d e s h  
d r a w s  a r o u n d  1 5 ,0 0 0  to  2 0 ,0 0 0  t o u r i s t s  e v e r y  
y e a r  d u r in g  th e  p e a k  s e a s o n  in  A p r i l - J u n c  a n d  
S e p te m b c r - O c to b e r .

T h is  m o u n ta in  v i l l a g e  is  n ow  g r a p p l i n g  w ith  
a m o u n tin g  g a rb a g e  c r i s i s  w h ic h  is  m a rr in g  th e  
n a tu ra l  b e a u ty . P i le s  o f  g a rb a g e  w e lc o m e  y o u  as 
y o u  e n te r  th e  v i l la g e , a n d  a lo n g  th e  w a y , th e  sh in y  
w r a p p e r s  o f  c l i p s  a n d  c h o c o la t e s  a re  l i t t e r e d  
u n t i l  e v e n  th e  r e m o te s t  p a r t s  o f  th e  v i l l a g e .

E x p e r t s  s a y  th a t  th e  s u r g in g  in f lu x  o f  t o u r ­
i s t s  c o u p le d  w ith  th e  v i l l a g e 's  u n iq u e  s o c ia l  a n d  
c u l tu r a l  p r a c t ic e s  h a v e  h in d e re d  e f f e c t iv e  w a s te  
m a n a g e m e n t in i t ia t iv e s .

A c c o r d in g  to  P r a d c e p  S a n g w a n .  f o u n d e r  o f  
H e a lin g  H im a la y a s  - -  w h ic h  c o n d u c te d  a c le a n -u p  
d r iv e  in  th e  v i l la g e  in  2 0 1 9  •• th e  s o c ia l  f a b r ic  
o f  th e  v i l l a g e  im p e d e d  t h e i r  c a m p a ig n  s in c e  
th e  l o c a l s  o f  h e  a re a  i d e n t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  a s  
d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  A ry a n s , u p p e r  c a s te  a n d  r e f u s e d  
to  p a r t i c ip a te .

T h e  v i l l a g e  i s  o v e r w h e l m in g ly  h o m o g e n o u s  
w ith  o n ly  28  ou t o f  th e  1 ,7 2 2  p e o p le  in  th e  v i l ­
la g e  id e n t i f y in g  a s  S c h e d u le  C a s te ,  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  2011  C e n s u s .

S a n g w a n  te l ls  o f  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  in  o th e r  v i l ­
la g e s  w h ile  c o n d u c tin g  a  c l e a n l in e s s  d r iv e .

" In  o th e r  a re a s  lik e  K aza  to w n  a n d  C h i tk u l  v i l ­
la g e .  w e  a lw a y s  r e c e iv e d  s t r o n g  su p p o r t  fro m  th e  
lo c a l  p a n c h a y a t  a n d  th e  c o m m u n ity  --  e s p e c ia l ly  
f ro m  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s .  In m any  v i l l a g e s ,  r e s i d e n ts  th e m s e lv e s  
a l s o  v o lu n te e r e d  to  c o l le c t  th e  t r a s h ."  he  s a y s .

T h is  i s  in  s ta rk  c o n t r a s t  to  h o w  th e  p o p u la t io n  
r e a c te d  to  th e  d r iv e  in  M a la n a .

" R e s id e n t s  v c r c  no t w i l l i n g  to  c le a n  th e i r  s u r ­
ro u n d in g s . W c ;v c n  o b ta in e d  p e rm is s io n  fro m  th e  
te m p le  c o m m itte e  b u t  th e y  r e f u s e d  to  p a r t i c ip a te  
d u e  to  th e i r  h ig h  s o c ia l  s t a tu s .  S o m e  e v e n  s a id  
th a t  th e y  w e re  w il l in g  to  p a y  a s  m u c h  a s  r e q u ir e d  
b u t  th e y  w o u ld  n o t p a r t i c ip a te  in  a n y  c l e a n l in e s s  
d r iv e .  T h is  w a s  v e ry  d is c o u r a g in g  fo r  th e  v o l ­
u n te e r s .” S a n g w a n  t e l l s  101 R e p o r te r s ,  a d d in g  
th a t  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  h a s  n o t o r g a n is e d  a n y  o th e r  
c l e a n l in e s s  d r iv e s  in  th e  v i l l a g e  s in c e  th e n .

T r a d i t i o n a l  b e l ie f s  n o t  a l i g n e d  w ith  m o d e rn  
w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t m e th o d s

"T h e  v i l l a g e r s  c o n s id e r  th e m s e lv e s  s p e c ia l  a nd  
s a c r e d ,  le a d in g  th e m  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e y  c a n ­
n o t  f u l ly  in te g r a te  w ith  th e  g e n e r a l  p o p u la t io n .  
T h e  lo c a l  c u s to m s  d ic ta t e  th a t o u ts id e r s  c a n n o t  
to u c h  M a la n i s ,  th e i r  t e m p le  o r  s a c r e d  p la t f o rm ."

e x p la in s  V ija y  K u m a r  ( 4 2 ) ,  w h o  p l ie s  h is  ta x i 
b e tw e e n  J a r i  to  M a la n a  v i l l a g e  e n try  p o in t .

" T h e  p e o p le  o f  M a la n a  b e l ie v e  th a t p a r t i c ip a t ­
in g  in  s u c h  c o m m u n a l  e f f o r t s  m a y  p o te n t i a l l y  
e x p o s e  th e m  to  in d iv i d u a ls  f ro m  lo w e r  c a s te s  -- 
a n d  f e a r  th a t  th is  c o u ld  i n c u r  th e  w ra th  o f  th e i r  
d e i ty  J a m lu  D c v ta . T h is  f e a r ,  in  tu rn , r e in f o r c e s  
th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  u n to u c h a b il i ty .  f u r th e r  s e g re g a t in g  
th e m  f ro m  o th e r s  a n d  i s o l a t i n g  th e  v i l l a g e  f ro m  
p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  b r o a d e r  i n i t ia t iv e s  a im e d  a t m a in ­
ta in in g  c l e a n l in e s s  a n d  h y g ie n e ,"  V ija y  s a y s .

R a ju  T h a k u r  ( 5 5 ) .  th e  M a la n a  s a rp a n c h  a g re e s  
t h a t  th e  " u p p e r  c a s t e  s t a tu s "  o f  th e  r e s i d e n t s  
m a k e s  th e m  h e s i ta n t  to  p ic k  u p  g a rb a g e .

" I f  o u ts i d e r s  a rc  n o t a l lo w e d  to  to u c h  u s .  ho w  
c a n  w e  to u c h  th e i r  g a rb a g e ? "  h e  w o n d e rs .

W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  w h e th e r  th e  p a n c h a y a t  h a s  
in i t ia t e d  a n y  c o m m u n i ty - le d  c le a n u p  d r iv e  in th e  
p a s t ,  h e  e v a d e d  th e  q u e s t io n  c i t in g  la ck  o f  f u n d s  
a s  a n  e x c u s e .

S w a ru  T h a k u r  ( 8 2 ) .  o n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t  r e s i d e n ts  
o f  th e  v i l l a g e ,  b la m e s  " o u ts id e r s "  lo r  d i r ty in g  
th e i r  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  s a y in g  th a t  th e  to u r is ts  b r in g  
th e i r  t r a s h  a n d  d u m p  it  in  th e  v i l l a g e  a re a .

M I S C O  M M  U N  1 C A T  I O N  L E A D IN G  
T O  P L A S T I C  P I L E U P

T h a k u r 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  n o t  w i th o u t  m e r i t .  A 
s p o t  n e a r  a w a te r  s tr e a m  c u t t in g  a c io s s  th e  v i l ­
la g e  h a s  a m o u n d  o f  p la s t ic  b o t t l e s ,  c o u r te s y  o f

th e  to u r i s t s .
A c c o rd in g  to  S h a rw a n , a c a f e  o w n e r , a l l  o f  th is  

is  d u e  to  a m is u n d e r s ta n d in g .
" T h e  lo c a ls  h a v e  a b e l i e f  th a t  w a te r  f lo w in g  

th r o u g h  th is  s t r e a m  is  s c a r e d  to  J a m lu  D c v ta .  N o 
o u t s i d e r  h a s  to  b e  a l lo w e d  to  c r o s s  th e  s tr e a m  
w ith  'o u t s id e ' w a te r ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  th e  t o u r i s t s  
a rc  a s k e d  to  e m p ty  th e i r  w a t e r  b o t t l e s  b e f o r e  
p r o c e e d in g  f u r th e r .  H o w e v e r ,  d u e  to  a la n g u a g e  
b a r r i e r  to u r i s t s  o f te n  m is in te r p r e t  th e  v i l l a g e r s ' 
in te n t io n  th in k in g  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  d is c a r d  th e ir  
b o t t l e s ,  w h ic h  i s  le a d in g  to  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  b u i ld u p  
o f  p la s t ic  w a s te  th e r e ,"  h e  t e l l s  101 R e p o r te r s .

" T h e  v i l l a g e r s  h o ld  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  a n y  n e g a ­
t iv e  e n e r g y  o r  e v i l  b r o u g h t  b y  to u r i s t s  w il l  be 
w a sh e d  a w a y  w h e n  th e y  d r in k  f ro m  th e  s tr e a m ,"  
h e  a d d s .

N o  a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  b y  th e  r e s i d e n t s  
o r  p a n c h a y a t  to  f in d  a n  a l t e r n a t iv e  to  c h e c k  th e  
m is c o  m m  u n ic a t  io n .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s a rp a n c h .  s o m e tim e s  th e  l o ­
c a ls  g e t  t o g e th e r  to  h i r e  a r a g p ic k e r  f ro m  th e  J a r i  
h a m le t  w h o  c o l le c ts  so m e  o f  th e  p la s t ic  b o t t l e s  
in  th e  a r e a ,  w h ile  so m e  a re  w a s h e d  a w a y  in  th e  
r iv e r  f lo w .

"A  few  y e a r s  a g o . d u s tb in s  w ere  in s t a l l e d  a lo n g  
th e  t r a c k s  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  b y  th e  o f f i c i a l s  f ro m  
th e  M a la n a  h y d r o  p r o je c t .  H o w e v e r ,  so o n  a f t e r  
so m e  o f  th e m  w e r e  s to l e n  a n d  o th e r s  b r o k e n ."  
h e  a d d s .

I m a g in e  a s le e p  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  t r a n s c e n d s  th e  
a c t o f  c lo s in g  y o u r  e y e s  a n d  d iv e s  in to  a w o rld  
o f  a d v a n c e d  te c h n o lo g i e s  th a t  e n h a n c e  r e s t  

a n d  c o m fo r t .  W e 're  n o w  e n te r in g  a n  e ra  w h e r e  w e 
b id  a d ie u  to  th e  n o s ta lg ic  e m b ra c e  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  
g a d d a s  ( m a t t r e s s e s )  a n d  w h o le h e a r te d ly  w e lc o m e  
th e  g r o u n d b re a k in g  m a t t r e s s  te c h  r e v o lu t io n .  A s 
w e  e m b a rk  on  th is  t r a n s i t i o n ,  l e t 's  e x p lo r e  how  
th e s e  in n o v a t iv e  m a t t r e s s e s  a rc  r e s h a p in g  o u r  
s l e e p  p a t t e r n s ,  e l e v a t i n g  o u r  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a n d  
p r o m is in g  a r e ju v e n a t e d  s t a r t  to  e a c h  m o r n in g .

In  a w o rld  w h e r e  in n o v a tio n  ta k e s  c e n te r  s ta g e , 
th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  s le e p  te c h n o lo g y  is  k e e p in g  p a ce . 
W e 'v e  m o v e d  f ro m  b a s ic  s l e e p i n g  s u r f a c e s  to  
e n h a n c e d  m a t t r e s s e s  te c h  th e y 'v e  t r a n s fo r m e d  
in to  a d v a n c e d  s le e p  s o lu t io n s  d e s ig n e d  to  n u r tu r e  
o u r  p h y s ic a l  a n d  m e n ta l  h e a l th .  W ith  a f o c u s  
o n  o p t im iz in g  s le e p  q u a l i ty ,  m a in ta in in g  s p in a l  
h e a l th ,  a n d  e l im in a t in g  d i s c o m f o r t ,  m a t t r e s s e s  
h a v e  e v o lv e d  in to  o u r  a l l i e s  in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  
r e s t f u l  s lu m b e r .

P h y s io th e ra p is t  D r. A a k a sh  M a lw a n i f ro m  M a d ­
hya  P ra d e s h  s h e d s  l ig h t  o n  th e  h e a l th  im p l ic a t io n s  
o f  m a t t r e s s  te c h n o lo g y . " T h ro u g h  m y  p r o f e s s io n .  
I 'v e  w i tn e s s e d  n u m e ro u s  i n d iv i d u a ls  g r a p p l in g  
w ith  b a ck  a n d  jo i n t  p a in  d u e  to  p o o r  s le e p  p o s tu re . 
T h e  s h if t  fro m  t r a d i t io n a l  g a d d a s  to  e rg o n o m ic  
m a t t r e s s e s  h a s  b e e n  tru ly  t r a n s f o r m a t iv e .  T h e s e  
c o n te m p o r a r y  m a t t r e s s e s  o f f e r  t a i lo r e d  s u p p o r t  
f o r  v a r io u s  b o d y  p a r t s ,  a l i g n in g  th e  s p in e  a n d  
r e l i e v in g  p r e s s u r e  p o in ts .  T h is  t r a n s i t i o n  no t o n ly  
a l le v i a te s  p a in  b u t  a l s o  s e rv e s  a s  a p r o a c t iv e  m e a ­
s u re  a g a in s t  f u tu r e  m u s c u lo s k e le t a l  i s s u e s ."

D h a r n a  D u rg a , a  r e n o w n e d  C o n te n t  C r e a to r ,  
s h a re s  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e .  " 'I 'v e  d is c o v e r e d  m y  p e r ­
fe c t  s le e p  s a n c tu a r y  w ith  th e  S le e p y h e a d  S e n se  
B o d y l Q  O r t h o p e d i c  M e m o r y  F o a m  M a t t r e s s  
f e a tu r in g  C o o l in g  T e c h  a b r i l l i a n t  f u s io n  o f  
i n n o v a t io n  a n d  c o m fo r t .  T h e  m a g ic  o f  B o d y lQ  
O r th o p e d ic  m e m o ry  F o a m  l ie s  in  i t s  a b i l i t y  to  
s m a r t ly  c o n to u r  i t s e l f  to  m ir r o r  y o u r  b o d y  s h a p e , 
w e ig h t ,  a n d  p r e f e r r e d  s le e p  p o s i t io n .  I ts  p e r s o n ­
a l iz e d  su p p o r t  a n d  th e  c a lm in g  c f f e c t  o f  f o o l i n g  
T e c h n o lo g y  b id s  f a re w e ll to  r e s t le s s  n ig h ts ,  e n s u r ­
in g  y o u  w a k e  u p  e a c h  m o r n in g  t r u ly  r e v i t a l i z e d  
a n d  r e a d y  to  c r e a te  m o re  c o n te n t  f o r  e v e r y o n e ."

T h e  v i l l a g e r s  a l s o  s a y  th a t  th e i r  h o u s e h o ld s  
d o n 't  g e n e r a te  a s  m u c h  w a s te .

" W h a te v e r  l i t t l e  i s  g e n e r a te d  is  b u r n t  in  ta n -  
d o o r s  th a t a re  p r e s e n t  in  e v e r y  h o u s e . S o m e tim e s  
c h i ld r e n  l i t t e r  th e  s u r ro u n d in g s  w ith  c h ip s ,  to f f e e  
w ra p p e r s ."  th e  s a r p a n c h  s a y s .

It is im p o r ta n t to  n o te  th a t  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  o p e n  
b u r n in g  o f  w a s t e  is  h a rm fu l  to  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t  
a n d  p u b lic  h e a l th ,  a s  it  r e le a s e s  to x ic  p o l lu t a n ts  
a n d  c o n t r ib u te s  to  a i r  p o l lu t io n .

M any  In d ia n  c i t ie s  a n d  s t a te s  h a v e  r e g u la t io n s  
a n d  g u id e l in e s  in  p la c e  th a t  p r o h ib i t  o r  r e s t r i c t  
th e  b u n i n g  o f  w a s t e ,  in c lu d in g  k i tc h e n  w a s t e ,  
s a y s  K liw a ish  G u p ta  o f  W a s te  W a r r io r s ,  a n  o r ­
g a n is a t io n  th a t  h e lp s  s e t  u p  w a s te  m a n a g e m e n t 
s y s te m s  in  th e  H im a la y a n  R e g io n .

G u p ta  e x p la in s  th a t  o v e r  th e  y e a r s  a s  v i l l a g e s  
lik e  th e s e  o p e n e d  th e m s e lv e s  l i t t l e  by  l i t t l e  to  
o u t s i d e r s  th e  r e s i d e n t s ’ c o n s u m p t io n  p a t t e r n s  
a l s o  c h a n g e d .

" T h e y  a re  a l s o  c o n s u m in g  p a c k a g e d  g o o d s  
w h ic h  a rc  d is p o s e d  o f  c a r e le s s ly .  T h e  p r o b le m s  
a r e  th e  s a m e  in  o th e r  v i l l a g e s ,  w h ic h  m a y  be  
c o m p o u n d e d  by th e  u n iq u e  s o c ia l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
th is  v il  a g e . B ut it r e m a in s  th a t  th e re  i s  a la c k  
o f  a w a te n c s s  a m o n g  th e  l o c a l s  a n d  lo n g - te r m  
in te r v e n t io n s  a t  th e  lo c a l  l e v e l ,” s h e  a d d s .

A ls o , i n te r e s t i n g ly ,  th e  v i l l a g e  h a s  f in e s  fo r  
s e v e r a l  p e t ty  o f f e n c e s  -• l ik e  to u c h in g  a p e r s o n ,  
th e i r  r e l i g io u s  s p a c e s  a n d  te m p le s ,  t h e i r  w a te r  
b o d ie s  o r h o m e s . T h e  f in e s  r a n g e  f ro m  R s  5 0 0  to  
R s 5 0 .0 0 0 . d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  s e v e r i ty  o f  th e  o f ­
fe n c e  h o w e v e r,  th e re  is  n o  f in e  fo r  l i t t e r i n g .

S P I L L I N G  O U T
T h e  u n s c g rc g a t c d  s o l id  w a s t e  is  n o t o n ly  h a m ­

p e r in g  the  b e a u ty  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  b u t  a l s o  p la g u ­
in g  i t s  o n ly  w a te r  s o u r c e .  M o s t o f  th e  g a rb a g e  
is  d u m p e d  a t th e  e n t r a n c e  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  n e a r  
M a la n a  N a la .

" In  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  th e  r i v e r  h a s  c o m p le t e ly  
c h a n g e d  i t s  f lo w  d u e  to  th e  g a rb a g e  h e a p s ,"  s a y s  
th e  s o le  A S H A  w o r k e r  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  N ir m a l  
D e v i .

N o  o f f i c ia l  s tu d y  o r  te s t in g  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  r e ­
g a rd in g  th e  c o n ta m in a t io n  o f  w a te r  in  th e  a re a .

T h e  c c p u ty  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  K u llu  A s h u to s h  
G a rg  e x p re s s e d  c o n c e rn  o v e r  th e  g a rb a g e  c r i s i s  
in  th e  M a la n a  v i l l a g e .

" T h e  a d m in is t r a t io n  h a s  a t te m p te d  n u m e ro u s  
c le a n -u p  d r iv e s  w ith  N G O s a n d  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  in  
th e  p a s t  b u t  r e c e iv e d  n o  s u p p o r t  f ro m  th e  v i l l a g e .  
N o  o n e  c a m e  fo rw a rd  to  p a r t i c ip a t e . "

T h e  o f f ic ia l  a d d s  th a t th e re  is  a g l im m e r  o f  h o p e  
a s  so m e  o f  th e  y o u th  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  h a v e  s ta r te d  
le a v in g  to  p u r s u e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  s i g n a l l i n g  a 
g ra d u a l  s h i f t  in  m in d s e t  a n d  p o s s ib l e  p r o g re s s  
in  fu tu re .

( R a d m i l  V erm  a  i s  a  H im a c h a l  P r a d e s h -b a s e d  
fr e e la n c e  jo u r n a l i s t  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  1 01 R ep o r ters ,  
a p a n -1  r.dia n e tw o rk  o f  g ra s s r o o ts  re p o r te rs )

In  te r m s  o f  h y g ie n e  c o n c e r n s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  
g a d d a s  i n v i t e  an  a r ra y  o f  u n w e lc o m e  g u e s ts  to  
o u r  s le e p  h a v e n  d u s t  m i l e s ,  g e rm s , a n d  m o re . 
H e a l th - c o n s c io u s  in d iv id u a l  T r ip t i  S in g h  s h a re s  
h e r  r e v e la t io n .  " E m b ra c in g  a h ig h - te c h  m a ttr e s s  
w as  a k i i  to  r e a l iz in g  th a t  I c o u ld  h a v e  a c le a n ,  
g e rm - f re e  s le e p  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  e v e r y  n ig h t .  G o o d ­
b y e .  lu r k in g  p e s ts ! "

P r a n a v  S i n g h ,  a n  IT  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  n a r r a t e s  
h is  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  u p g r a d in g  to  a m e m o ry  fo am  
m a ttr e s s .  " L o n g  h o u r s  a t m y d e s k  o f te n  le d  to  a n  
a c h in g  ba ck  a n d  r e s t l e s s  n ig h ts .  S w i t c h in g  to  a 
D uro flcK  b a c k  m a g ic  m a t t r e s s  m a rk e d  a tu r n in g  
p o in t .  T he m a t t r e s s  c o n fo r m s  to  m y  b o d y  c o n ­
to u r s .  e n v e lo p in g  m e in  u n p a ra l le le d  c o m fo r t .  I t ’s 
a s  i f  th e  m a t t r e s s  u n d e rs t a n d s  m y  a c t iv e  l i f e s ty l e  
a n d  s u p p o r ts  m e  a c c o rd in g ly ."

U s h ija  A s th a n a . A s s o c ia t e  B u y e r  a t  a  le a d in g  
e co m m c rc c  p la tf o rm , e c h o e s  th e  s e n t im e n t .  "O n c e  
fe e l in g  lik e  a p r e tz e l  g o n e  a w ry  u p o n  w a k in g , m y 
m a ttr e s s  no w  a l ig n s  m y  s p in e  a s  i f  I w e re  s t r ik in g  
a  y o g a  p o se  w h ile  a s le e p .  F u r th e r m o re ,  i t  a d ju s t s  
to  m y  b o d y 's  te m p e r a tu re ,  o f fe r in g  a p e r s o n a l iz e d  
c l im a te  c o n t ro l  s y s te m  fo r  m y d r e a m s ."

A p a s s io n a te  s le e p  e n th u s ia s t ,  A d iti  V crm a , w ho  
r e s id e s  a w ay  f ro m  h e r  f a m i ly  in  a M u m b a i p a y in g  
g u e s t  a c c o m m o d a t io n , s h a re s .  " M y  o ld  g a d d a  fe lt  
l ik e  a w re s t l in g  a re n a .  T h e  q u e s t  f o r  c o m fo r t  w as 
an  a d v e n tu r e  in  i t s e l f .  S o , w h e n  I c o n te m p la te d  
a n  u p g ra d e , b u d g e t  c o n s t r a in t s  b e c a m e  a  f a c to r .  
T h a t 's  w h en  I s tu m b le d  u p o n  a r e n o w n e d  D 2C  
m a ttr e s s  b ra n d . W h a t’s r e m a r k a b le  i s  th a t  I c o u ld  
m a k e  th is  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  w i th o u t  s te p p in g  in to  a 
s to r e  I o rd e r e d  it  o n l in e .  T h e  d e l iv e r y  w a s  sw if t ,  
an d  th e  m a t t r e s s  a r r iv e d  c o n v e n ie n t ly  r o l le d  in  
a b o x . T he p a c k a g in g  w a s  i n g e n io u s ly  d e s ig n e d ,  
m a k in g  i t  m a n a g e a b le  f o r  a s in g l e  p e r s o n  to  m a ­
n e u v e r .  U p g ra d in g  to  th i s  m a t t r e s s  w as  a k in  to  
s w a p p in g  a r ic k e ty  b ic y c le  fo r  a lu x u r io u s  c a r ."

I f  y o u 'r e  s t i l l  s n o o z in g  o n  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  lu m p y  
g a d d a ,  i t ' s  t im e  to  ju m p  a b o a r d  th e  m a t t r e s s  
te c h  e x p re s s .  B id  f a r e w e ll  to  r e s t l e s s  n ig h ts  a n d  
w e lc o m e  th e  s w e e te s t  d r e a m s , th a n k s  to  m o d e rn  
s le e p  in n o v a t io n .  Y o u r s le e p  s a n c tu a r y  a w a i t s  
le t 's  t r a n s fo rm  e v e r y  n ig h t  in to  a d r c a m v  d e l ig h t!  
( lA .V S Iije )
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•Birthday Forecast'

Moon conjunct Rahu on your solar return chart and ml >vo excellent results It 
■sgoing to be a wonde-ful year. The time nil be profitable. The work which was 
inccmjlete, will now get done fully. You wil remain busy in mOtple actvtie*. 
The I me «  tavoraNe You will have no shortage ol money You wilt also get 
fund* for new project of your*. You will remain confident and will meet chal­
lenges m style Emotcnatiy. you wtu be capabfe and experienced person Love 
aflair* wll be sixcessii. you wil get married to a per*on of your choice Your 
family wil help you take correct decision*. Moon and Mar* wll be beneficial in 
money matters You wll have no shortage of luxuries In your life. You wilt plan 
expansion in your butineu.

'Thl* week for you’

Aries : (March 21 • April 20)1 is going to be a great week. You win be 
getting good rehAs for the effort that you have put carter You 
will gat mental peace Youwillgetcooperatoncfyourcoleagues 
and tosses. You will be remaining busy in your work and busi- 

L k  nest. You wH spend qua' ty time with your family members. A
p«s«n may level fahe allegations against you. He.1 she may 

\  toy to insult you. But you will come out of this tricky situaton. 
You HI be Involved in money related aebvite* You wll spend 
your noney wisely, but you wrl s'so buy luxurious items for 
houstfiold purpose You wJI desist from interfering Mo the 
affairs of oner persons.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21)Theweekml begin onabright note for you 
You wtl fee* menui peace You alsoget the good r*ws related 
to yot r work or business.You will abo recede a very t>g contract 

(  or order. You wit also get ritoochwfri your contactslwng abroad. 
You wn also get to meet inspinng and mo*v atonal per sons who 
will hHpyou a lot. You will also help the needy person. Tmo wia 

*1 * be fatoratfe on your side. You wil alto meet some old friends or 
uvUwyuv* Ttil» wll m*« yvu *M lupyy Yw wil tart liispiircl 
You veil bring about an increase in your respect and prettge. 
People will acknowledge your contributor)

Gemini : (May 22- June 21 )The pace of time will be in you favor You 
will feel your*cH to be ful of energy and vigour. You wifl be fcity 
aebvt. You wll have no heait> worries, You wll be busy on many 

«  ,  fronti, businesswork,travel,meetingpeopieetc.Youw>iioabfe 
V  to succeed in establishing a d irect connect with people. You wH 

■B ffn ŝp-Wpeop'ewithyourideasandbchavor Yourcubooktowards 
T l l i r v  Me wll be broad for which you wll alto get lot of appreciation 

You will work wi*in your imitations, but achieve a let You vwn 
not bust anyone btndly and wll not put your money In risky 
ventres. Your buiinessdeab will beasucc ess. At this time you 
outlook values and behavior wli undergo a change 

Cancer: (June 22 • July 22)lt isa favorable wee* In r«e offering. You can 
go to a noarby place. The result wta be good You wll have no 
thortige of money. Youwil also pay atteo ton to you househokJ 
affairs. You wa look after your tamiy member* very wel Your 
etden wil We** you. Your life partner will prove to be a great 
adrisx and helper. Friend* wit also help you when you need 
them most You will do your work with great enthusiasm and 
efficiency. It it going to be a beneficial week You wil undertake 
business related tnps Jupiter w.i give you lot of happiness 
Some major responsibity may be given to you Those who are 
m pottles may be g«en seme big position 

Loo : (July 23 • August 23)You may have to make a lot of effort in order 
to getadfflcsston tolhe course, nstnute or school of your choice 
However the result wui be good. Your heath related problems 
will nM bonier you anymore. You wll prove to be a good lover 
You v*t enjoy a wonderful bond ng with your if e partner. You wui 
also >ve lot of love to your children You will also take order* 
^m  four seniors and **» try to implement them. You wll do 
scmtnmg new and w»a alto achieve a tot m you field. You vrta 
ccmjfete your work. Youwil have interest in afferent field*. You 
will hive monetary gains You vtMt prosper 

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22)You wtit have lot of auspioous 
days, which will prove to be weath giving, your honor and 
prestge wll increase. You win also enhance your knowledge.

/  Your outlook towards life wli be broad and you will be creative.
nH  irirtlr xnrf Though yini wit h» IrvMwvttl h>« OH

- you w1 be modern in your approach You will balance the things 
nicely You wll also gel support of a lot of persons. You w«n 
recede good amount of money from somewhere You will Mso

s<jn some new contract or business. The tens wll be beneficial 
and favorable. You wiH excel in your work. Wift your good sen*e 
and mteMgence. you wm find a solute n to your problems You 
wH take full advantage of hard work and cffcrt*.

Libra : (September 23 - October 23)Youwtaovccome all obstacles 
wth you wlipower and d eternal ton You1 expense* will be 
on the hagher side, but still you wUl manage the thng*. You will 
alto enjoy the success of you family meeibers and triends. 
Your confidence wil enhance. You will reman popular among 
you colleagues. You wll also make contacts with people 
You Ye lucky savouring th mgs and win be better as you deseed 
targets wll be achieved This will make you teel happy You 
wit get unexpected support frcm pecffe uninown to you. This 
wll ra.te your confidence level You will h»*e no shortage of 
money. You wil alto complete you work wifi the cooperaton 
of your colleague*.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22)Yourfinarcial constraint will 
be removed, mental satstacton wll see you gain supremacy m 
you woekfield. Your govcrnmentrelated wort will also getdone. 

y u YourconUds w.1 prove to beb(nef>cial Alt ycur money r«ia*ng 
efforts will be crowned with success You wil do something 

S  auspcious and noble during tiis period. These who are tingle 
wlip<antogetmarrit4Thitisgoingiobeaftonderfuiwoekfor 
you With the tupport of your colleague*; yju will complete a 
com? «tod Job. You name and fame win rise; your honor and 
rcputaton wit get a boost You wit reenaei pepUar among your 
well wshers. Rung fame wil make you an important person in 
you circle. You v*u be mentally peaceful an! at case.

Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21) You meet a tot of 
strange rswhowllgetirtiprfodbyycu You investments w»Hgfce 
you good results. You wll get tuccest in al government related 
cate*:You may get good re*ult* of all you r acteevcment*. You're

up. projecK will be »»v4v»d. Y«v My peetpen* a bvoweec
jouney. Your presage wll get a boo*t. New ontract* will prove 
tobc reward->g Youwil also ptjn to go abroad for Job or bus*- 
ne**. It it going to be a terrific week for you. You may get some 
gift or award. RetUts will be favorable. You wll get success in 
exams and into (vows. Your financial plans wit succeed You will 
abo get money loan for you pet project*. You will have gains 
from close trends.

Capricorn : (Docomber 22 • January 20)Thh{* will impeove. All 
you financial constraints wit get removed Progeny wil g*e 
you reasons for cheers Your income related problems wil also 
get tohed. You will act with care in financi* matter*. You will 
atso take care of you hearth. You wm eat healthy food With 
you talent, you wiH be atte to show a divhet class in your 
workplace. Your seniors wil be qute cooperibve with you. You

* wit also enjoy good bonding with your siblngs. Court cases
wil be deeded in your favour. You wil fed quite happy in the 
company of you family members You <mo be prepared to fxe 
any challenge Love affairs will be successM love birds will 
have a great time.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)H is go*g to be wondeifol 
week. These are days that wil bring wealth Yxi will also remain 
comntttee to you work. You win get new job and bush ess of- 
fees. It is the tme to realise your drtams Ycu may take part m 
entertainment activities. You wiH enjoy wonderful bonding wi*i 

JR . you Me partner. You will do some important work related to land 
andproperty There will be an increase In you rlncome. You ccUd 
atso get promoted in your Job. There wrl be various peopotal 
togetgoodbusnesscontrxti You wll onjcy rv<e roiatcnshp 
with your partner.Therewinbean improvemeit inyourbuune**. 
You will mprove you level and performance Your enemie* and 
opponents will get defeated.

Pisces : (February 19 • March 20)Your finance!problem* wil get 
resoked one by one, condtions at work wi be pofctve. You 
wit get opportunity for progress Your bosses ml »»e you 
full tupport. You wil also work m team spirit There will be 
mutual love between husband and wfe Youi opponent may try 
to put hudlet in your path but they wll ne< get tuccess. You 
wil find a solution to the problems in office ri a very inteivgent 
manner Your problems wilahogetretoVed You w ll also have 
benefits in butineu. You financial position agoing to be great. 
You MQkeepyou expenses under control. Ysuwil balance out 
the things perfectly.
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B om bast, no t realism
A safe assumption could now be that the Modi 
government is in a mind to advance the parlia­
ment polls, £s is evident from the summoning 
o f  the special session o f parliament and the 
term-end photo-shoot being arranged much in 
advance. This, for Modi, is the most opportune 
time to seek a fresh mandate as the Opposition 
remains fragmented despite the cobbling o f a 
new alliancc, that too with the old guards in 
the forefront. The revival o f  the plan to hold 
simultaneous parliament and assembly polls, as 
had been promised in the 2014 BJP- NDA mani­
festo, adds a new twist to the approaching Lok 
Sabha poll scenario. When a promise is made 
in the manifesto, a ruling alliance is duty-bound 
to implement it. But, as is its wont, the Modi 
establishment dragged its feet on this for two 
terms o f parliament but revived the plan with the 
appointment o f  the nine-member Kovind-panel. 
The panel would chart out the modalities for 
such a sweeping change in the nation's electoral 
landscape. Published opinion polls show there is 
overwhelming support from the masses for this 
push, though the still disjointed Opposition is 
not enthused at this. Fact is, the Opposition is 
still not prepared to face the polls. Their mood 
remains as sunk as ever, amply reflected also in 
their forced smiles and lack o f  energy for the 
photo-shoot at the end o f  the latest round o f  their 
confabulations in the western metropolis.

Bombast is no substitute to a hard sense o f 
realism, as is evident also in the characteristic 
assertion from CPI-M  leader Sitaram Ycchury. 
His claim  at the end o f  the conclave was that a 
“ shaky Modi government has reduced the price 
o f  cooking gas by 200 rupees by the time the 
‘India’ alliance reached Mumbai.” This shows 
how these leaders live in a foo ls  paradise. It is 
quite likely that Modi has begun sending olive 
branches to the electorate in the context o f his 
plans to hold early parliament polls. But, noth­
ing goes to show the BJP and Modi reckoned 
this alliance as a threat to them. Not yet. The 
NDA's relevance today is more due to the lack 
o f  cohesion and strength o f  the ‘India’ alliance, 
at whose head arc discredited politicians, not the 
young blood or an inspiring leadership. Rahul 
Gandhi could still be the best bet to lead the alli­
ancc but the rest o f  the greedy folk would rather 
keep him on the sidelines. Even the huge success 
o f Rahul Gandhi s Bharat Jodo March failed to 
drill some sense into the heads o f  the old guard 
that he stands head and shoulders above them. 
Old is not necessarily gold.

3 C’s : The Enemies of Narpuh
In the past weeks so  much 

has been written about Nar­
puh. in fact in the recent 
past. Narpuh has been in the 
news but for all the wrong 
reasons. Narpuh is the last 
tropical forest in Jaintia 1 tills; 
it is a lso  a source o f  clean 
and clear w ater for the area 
around the forest. But now 
Lukha the major river in the 
area has becom e polluted. 
Narpuh which is the exten­
sion o f  Borailc range on the 
Assam side o f  the border is 
also home to more than 400 
types o f  butterflies and it is 
also the natural habitat for 
the hullock gibbons. Till the 
late seventies and the early 
eighties, much o f  the Narpuh 
eleka area was classified by 
the District Council as an un- 
classcd reserved forest which 
was then converted to private 
ownership thanks to the Jain- 
tia Hills Autonomous District 
Councial (JHADC).

T he A rriva l o f Cem ent 
Plants in the  N arpuh area  

The first cement plan to 
operate from the area is Star 
Cement which was incorpo­
rated in the year 2001 and 
commenced operation from 
its unit in Lumchnong in the 
year 2005 with a capacity
0.4 million tons per annum. 
Hie website o f  the company 
a lso  states that it now sits 
on 200 hectares o f  land at 
Lumshnong, Meghalaya and 
the integrated cement plant 
at Lumshnong produces 1.67 
million tonnes o f  cement per 
annum (MTPA). In addition 
to the plant a t Lumshnong 
the com pany also has two 
grinding units, one a  2 MTPA 
ccmcnt unit at Sonapur near 
Guw ahati and another c c ­
m cn t u n it a t M ohitnagar 
near Siliguri in West Bengal 
with a capacity o f  2 MTPA. 
For the entire requirement to 
produce more than 5 million 
tonnes o f  ccmcnt per annum, 
the company relics solely on 
Lumshnong. in Meghalaya. 
L um shnong e n su re s  easy  
a vailab ility  o f  h igh-grade 
lim estone  for use by the 
company in its ccmcnt pro­
duction. Now there are many 
cement plants in the area and 
the major players are Star Ce­
ment, Tufrcctn, IXtlmi.t picvi- 
ously Adhunik Ccmcnt. JUD. 
Hill C em ent, G old Stone, 
and others. All these cement 
plants are located in an area 
which is within a  5-kilomctcr 
radius.
Public H earings a re  sham s 

In the past, violence dur­
ing public hearings was un­
heard of, but o f  late there 
have been reports o f  sk ir­
mish and vio lence alm ost 
every tim e a public hearing 
is conducted by the Megha­
laya State Pollution Control 
Board. From Brichyrnot to 
Thangskai it is the same story 
o f  people protesting against

By // . / / .  M ohrmen

the proposed expansion o f  
ccm cnt plani a c tiv itie s  in 
the area. The question that 
one shou ld  ask is w hy is 
then: always violence during 
public hearings organized by 
M SPCB? The irony today 
is that it look> like a public 
hearing is designed to help 
cement plant; easily obtain 
environment clearance. The 
hearings arc just a facade for 
the company to facilitate easy 
environments clearance.

T he im pending threa t 
to N arpuh area 

In the entire Narpuh eleka. 
most o f  the land in the area 
now belongs to the cement 
com panies. Only S tar C e ­
ment ow ns more than 200 
hectares o f  land in the Lum­
shnong area. The situation 
is  that native people  only 
ow n the land w here the ir 
house is located and maybe 
a small stretci o f  land here 
and there, but the large tracts 
o f  land are now owned by the 
companies. What we are star­
ing at now is trie case o f  land 
alienation where locals arc 
stripped o f  their land in their 
area. Narpuh forest is also 
under threat not onlv from the

negative because it is  no lon­
ger safe to enter these caves. 
Limestone mining in the area 
has destroyed the exotic cave 
system there.
M onitoring o f a ir  quality

The cem en t com panies 
claim  that they follow and 
adhere to all regulations pre­
scribed as per environmental 
laws, but what about moni­
toring air quality in the area. 
MSPCB website claims that 
10 (ten) units o f  Ambient Air 
Quality Monitoring stations 
in the Stale w ere installed 
by the lk>ard as part o f  the 
a ir  quality  netw ork under 
the N ational A ir M onitor­
ing Programme (NAM P), a 
Centrally CPCB sponsored 
program m e, but u n fo rtu ­
nately, none was installed in 
the Narpuh area. One would 
think that Narpuh with the 
num ber o f  cem ent p lan ts  
operating in the area and with 
the ir captive pow er p lants 
vvnnld hi' ih r host randirialis 
for installing Am bient Air 
Quality Monitoring stations. 
T he p ertinen t question  is 
why is there no Ambient Air 
Quality M onitoring station 
installed by the MSPCB in

The fact is air quality in the area will he visible 
even to tl:e naked eye during the lean season 
front January to April when trees and leaves 

take 1he colour o f  cement or fly  ash. 
Therefore for the cement companies to say that 
they adhere to all regulations is like saying, “/  
have passed the examination without having to 

undergo any kind o f  test at all.

proliferating ccmcnt plant but 
encroachment by local farm- 
crs to extend their plantations 
too. There arc many pending 
cases in the local courts o f  al­
leged encroachment into the 
forest by locals for planting 
arcca nut beetle nut o r  pan 
leaf plantation.

N arpuh, the Cem ent 
Com panies, and Caves
We were very proud when 

bah Bryan Kharpran Daly’s 
name was mentioned by the 
Prime Minister in his Mann 
Ki Baat broadcast, but the 
question  is what has h ap­
pened to the  caves in the 
Narpuh area? If my memory 
serves me right, the first cav­
ing expedition organized by 
the Meghalaya Adventures* 
Association (MAA) was to 
surv ey and map Kreni Kotsali 
Umlawan caw  system. Un­
fortunately now “ Krem Kot- 
sati Umlawan” and "Krem 
liat lla ti"  which is in the list 
o f  the longest caves in India 
are under threat due to lime­
stone m ining using explo­
sives. Ask Bryan if  he would 
recommend anybody visiting 
the caves in tie  Narpuh area 
and his answer will be in the

the Narpuh area. Consider­
ing the num ber o f  ccmcnt 
plants and their captive pow­
er plants, one would expect 
the MSPCB to install at least 
half a dozen o f these stations 
in the Narpuh area.

The station was instead in­
stalled at the Meghalaya State 
Pollu tion  C ontrol B oard 's  
Prem ises, in Shillong, and 
anothcrunit at Barik, Shillong, 
one in Upper Shillong, another 
one al Polo. Shillong. Another 
air monitoring unit is also in­
stalled at Turn, in West Garo 
Hills, o ik  in Nongstoin West 
Khasi I lills. another at Khlich- 
riat Fast Jaintia Hills, one at 
F.xport Promotion Industrial 
Park at Bymihat. Ri-Bhoi Dis­
trict, Umiam industrial estate, 
Ri-Bhoi District, and one at 
D aw ki. W est Ja in tia  Hills 
District. But none was installed 
at the undeclared industrial 
estates where m ore than 8 
numbers o f cement plants arc 
located.

So how is the MSPB cer­
tifying that the air quality in 
Narpuh is under-permissible 
lim it w hen it has not even 
monitored the air quality in 
the area. The fact is air qual­

ity in the area will be visible 
even to the naked eye during 
the lean season from January 
to April when trees and leaves 
take the colour o f  ccmcnt or 
fly ash. Therefore for the cc­
mcnt companies to say that 
they adhere to all regulations 
is like saying, "1 have passed 
the examination w ithout hav ­
ing to  undergo any kind o f  
test at all.

T he Land o f  the 
D ead Rivers

N arpuh in general and 
Lukha in particular is the il­
lustration o f  the kind o f  water 
(hat is available in the area. 
Lukha is becom ing poison­
ous and recently there was an 
effort to reclaim the river, but 
it has to be seen i f  the effort 
is effective 3iid also if  it is 
sustainable. W hen Adhunik 
Cem ents planned to set up 
its plant in the area upstream 
o f  the source o f  water supply 
for the Lumshnong village, 
people protested. We w ere 
invited  by the com m unity 
to pretest against the plan to 
construct tlw Adhunik cement 
plant at the proposed location. 
But later the community came 
to an ag reem en t w ith  the 
company when it promised 
to provide them water tank­
ers for the supply o f  water to 
the village.

T he C rux o f  the m atte r
At the heart o f  the entire 

p roblem  is the com pan ies' 
ambition to expand. The re­
cent hearing at Brichyrnot 
w as the expansion p lan o f  
Star Ccmcnt and recently at 
Thangskai is the ambition to 
expand the production o f  clin­
ker and captive power plant. 
Hie threat to Narpuh area is 
not only the rapid expansion 
o f  cement plants in the region, 
but to power the industry the 
company also needs to install 
captive power plants but the 
major threat is the production 
o f  clinkers.

1 f  one takes the example o f  
StarCcmcnt. the total ccmcnt 
production o f  the company is 
morc than 5 million MTPA 
o f  this only 1.67 (M TPA) is 
produced from  Lumshnong, 
and the o th e r  4 M TPA is 
produced from tw o g rind­
ing un its , o ne  at Sonapur 
near G uw ahati and another 
at M ohitnagar near Siliguri 
in West Bangal. Effectively. 
Lumshnong only  produces 
clinkers to feed the cem ent 
p lans in A ssam  and  West 
B engal and  docs not p ro ­
duce ccmcnt. So how  is the 
state going to economically 
benefit from th is k ind o f  ar­
rangement. Lumshnong and 
Narpuh arc stripped bare o f  
their m inerals and arc fast 
becom ing dum ping grounds 
o f  dust a nd  w aste  w hich  
pollutes both a ir  and water. 
What we arc staring at is the 
process o f  desertification o f  
the area as it happens.

O ne nation , 
one election
Editor,
T h e  n e w s  h e a d l in e  

“ Kovind-lcd committee to 
study ‘one nation, one poll' 
proposal" and “Not a new 
idea for India” (ST Septem­
ber 2. 2023) made interest­
ing reading. The simultane­
ous elections in India were 
first held between Octobcr 
25. 1951. and February 21, 
1952. Since sta.es were re­
structured and assem blies 
were prematurely disbanded 
the system fell apart. Ac­
cording to PuravThakur "si­
multaneous elections were 
held in 76% o f  the states in 
1957. and 67%  in 1962 and 
1967. The conti luity o f  this 
synchronized electoral cycle 
was shattered in Kerala in 
July 1959. when the Cen­
tral government dism issed 
the Com m unist Party-led  
governm ent under E M S 
Namboodiripad, As a result, 
state elections were held in 
February I960, within three 
years o f  the last assembly 
poll. By 1972, the synchro­
nized election trend had been 
broken, as no state election 
coincided with the general 
election for the Lok Sabha. 
However, assembly polls in 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Ar- 
unachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
are concurrently held with 
the Lok Sabha elections. The 
idea and practio; o f  holding 
elections to the state asscm- 
hlif*i ;inrl the Parliamonl is
not new in India's ease” .

S im ultaneous elections 
also known as ‘One Nation. 
O ne Election’ is not a new 
concept. Belgium. Sweden, 
South Africa and Nepal arc 
coun tries that fo llow  th is 
concep t. The idea behind 
this is to reduce the cost o f  
conducting  separate  e lec ­
tions and ensure continuity 
in the policies and programs 
o f  the central and state gov­
ernments.

T here arc several chal­
lenges associated with this 
concept. Some o f  them arc:

1. Constitutional Amend­
ments: Conducting such elec­
tions would require constitu­
tional amendm ents to sync 
up the terms o f  the state leg­
islative assemblies with that 
o f  the Lok Sabha. Further, the 
Representation o ft he People 
Act as well as other parlia­
mentary procedures will also 
nocd to be amended.

2. L og istics: C onduc t­
ing sim ultaneous elections 
w ould  req u ire  a m assive  
logistical exercise, includ­
ing deployment o f  security 
forees. polling personnel and 
electronic voting machines 
(EVMs).

3.Political Opposition: Re­
gional parties have expressed 
concerns that they would not 
be able to raise their local is­
sues strongly as national issues 
take centre stage.

4. Financial Constraints: 
C onducting  sim ultaneous 
e lections w ould require  a 
significant amount o f  funds, 
which could be a  challenge 
for some states.

5 .A dm inistra live C h a l­

lenges: H o ld ing  s im u lta ­
neous elections will affect 
normal administrative duties 
asofiicia ls engage in polling 
duties.

There are some benefits o f  
simultaneous elections.

1.Cost Savings: Conduct­
ing sim ultaneous elections 
w ould  reduce  the cost o f  
conducting  separate  e lec ­
tions. which is a significant 
financial burden on the gov­
ernment. It will be o f  inter­
est to note that expenditure 
that encom passes expenses 
incurred by political parties 
engaged in election proccss 
and the Election Commission 
o f  India's cost in organising 
e lec tion  w as a  staggering  
sum o f  approx im ate ly  Rs
60.000 c rore  in 2019 Lok 
Sabha Election, as reported 
in the Economic Times 1st 
September 2023.

2. E ffic iency : H olding 
simultaneous elections would 
increase efficiency in the ad­
ministrative set up through­
out the country, since it slows 
down considerably. Normal 
a d m in is tra tiv e  d u tie s  are  
affected by elections as of­
ficials engage in polling du­
ties. It will also help ensure 
continuity in the policies and 
programs o f  the central and 
state governments.

3. Boost Voter Turnout: 
The Law Com mission said 
holding sim ultaneous elec­
tions will boost voter turnout 
a s it will be more convenient 
for them  to cast vo tes at 
once.

4. Alleviation o f  strain on 
Administration and Security

Forces: Simultaneous e lec­
tio n s  w ould  a llev ia te  the 
strain on administration and 
security forces, who arc cur­
rently deployed for extended 
periods during separate state 
and national polls.

5. Focus on Development 
Efforts: Holding sim ultane­
ous elections w ould allow  
political parties to focus on 
developmental efforts ratlx-r 
iliau being prvocvupied with 
election campaigns.

It is important to note 
that there arc several ben­
efits associated with sim ul­
taneous elections, there arc 
also several challenges that 
need to be adJrcsscd before 
implementing this concept. 
T he Law  C om m ission  o f  
India introduced the draft 
recom m endations in 2018 
proposing that conducting 
sim ultaneous elections for 
the Lok Sabha and State As­
semblies could be the solu­
tion to alleviate the country’s 
perpetual dec:ion cycle. The 
Government of India has on 
Friday rightly constituted a 
committee headed by former 
President o f  India Ram Nath 
Govind to explore the feasi­
bility o f  “One Nation, One 
Election”

Yours etc 
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

Be doers not 
false speakers

Editor,
It suddenly dawned on mo, 

what a slow- learner I’ve been

to understand how the gov­
ernment pulls the wool over 
ou r eyes! The fancy terms, 
glam orous and scintillating 
s ta tem en ts  and acronym s 
used by both politicians and 
officers o f  the government at 
gatherings have hit me hard. I 
am no scholar, but I do have 
adequate education. The pic­
turesque sounding strategics 
and imaginative operational 
plans bandied about so elo­
quently and with conviction 
from the podium, to haul the 
state out o f  the 'dumps’ have 
hoodwinked us.

T h is  m o u th fu l. " P ro ­
m otion  o f  Ease o f  Living 
through Good G overnance 
and the use o f  Technology in 
Schooling," at a  symposium 
in Garo Hills (ST August 22. 
2023) and "Fate o f residential 
schoo ls in M 'laya w orries 
HYC" w ith a photo o f  an 
abandoned under constnic- 
tio n  school b u ild in g  (ST  
August 23. 2023) are what 
woke me out o f  my stupor. 
It's a s if  such hypnotic utter­
ances have charmed us into 
a mesmerizing awe! Like a 
crow d watching the m agi­
cian performing the famous 
Indian rope trick with gaping 
mouths! And there, is the cul­
prit for my slow learning!

Sometimes 1 often think 1 
am  stupidly naive and shal­
low o f  mind to have faith, 
hope, trust and belief in our 
ministers and government of­
ficials at the helm o f  affairs in 
our state, (w hich 1 reserv e ex­
clusively for God alone). And 
then it daw nson me and 1 see

a light bulb, (as in a Goofy 
cartoon) o f ’Silly Hands' do­
ing everything wrong!

Biplab Kr. Dcy’s report in 
The Shillong Times some six 
m onths back on the dismal 
ground truths o f the education 
scenario in Garo Hills comes 
to mind. And 1 wonder what 
magical wand a rc  the local 
authorities waving this time 
to catapult Garo Hills! This 
w and must be shared with 
all rural areas o f  the state! 
Please!

However, for m e 1 believe 
w hen genuine, hands-on ad­
m inistrators who have the 
s treng th  o f  c h arac tc r  and 
honesty to work indcfatigably 
on ground (and not from the 
comfortable fancy easy arm­
chair o f  their offices) will lead 
our state out from the low it 
tuts sunk to in the education 
index o f  the country, then we 
will see change. Such minis­
ters and government serv ants’ 
hearts must beat as one with 
the sufferings o f  the common 
people. Only then will they 
be moved with a conscicncc 
to be D oers and not false 
Speakers!

"Let integrity and upright­
ness preserve our leaders!" 
(Psalms 25: 20-21).

Yours etc., 
Kevin Phillips 

Shillong - i9

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 

Only letters with the requisite 
details will be published.

Sudden calling o f  special session o f 
Parliament another gimmick o f  PM

Indians are 
reconciled to M odi’s 

occasional shocks
By Sits It il Rutty

Prim e Minister Narcndra 
Modi loves to  keep people 
guessing. In fact, he thor­
oughly  enjoys the experi­
ence whether all the people 
like it o r not: for. there  is 
a lw ays a com fortable m a­
jority  which votes for him 
and the quirks o f  electoral 
democracy ensure Ik  remains 
in power. Three decades o f  
never gracing the opposition 
benches somehow separates 
him from ulhcr politicians. 
The Opposition has conic to 
learn that this man is spccial 
without being spccial in a 
com fortabk manner.

T he Prim e M in ister o f  
India for nearly a  decade, 
Narcndra .Modi has surprised 
once again by calling a special 
session o f  Parliament which 
is a rarity. Since then, there 
is  speculation  and people 
cannot get around guessing 
what must be his intentions. 
It cannot be helped that half 
o f  India docs not trust the 
Prim e M inister from pull­
ing som ething unexpected 
and unlikely from  his hat 
and Modi has a collection o f 
scores o f  hats.

Prime Minister Narcndra 
M odi is often  considered  
dangerous by his protago­
nists. He is not the amiable 
Atal Behari Vajpayee who 
hap p en ed  to  be the o n ly  
o ther BJP Prim e M inister

not even news that India's 
G D P grew  at 7.8 percent 
in the last quarter has im ­
pressed people. The feeling 
mounts that Narcndra Modi 
should go.

That sa id , w hat could  
be th is special session o f  
Parliament all about? Like 
said Prim e M inister N ar­
cndra Modi is keeping ev­
erybody, from the CEO to 
the chaparasi. guessing and 
loving it thoroughly. M odi's 
Pari iamcntary A flairs Minis­
ter Prahlad Joshi is another 
man who is enjoying the sus­
pense. repeatedly questioned 
but repeatedly stone-walling
— the final gasps o f  a dying 
phenomenon kept breathing 
with suspense.

"W hat's the spccial ses­
s io n 's  agenda” is k illing  
m illions upon m illions o f  
people waiting for the col­
lapse o f a dictatorship. For 
tl>cm, this spccial session is a 
case o f  imagination running 
riot. If  Prim e Minister Na- 
rendra Modi could get into 
the heads o f  the electorate, 
he would be unpleasantly 
surprised. The BJP IT Cell 
has in recent days lost its 
bubbling spirit, failing in its 
primary duty — protecting 
the P rim e  M in is te r  from 
w ild speculation  that has 
morc or less pronounced his 
political end.

and therefore a lw ays ends 
up being compared to Nar- 
endra Modi. But where Prime 
M inister AB Vajpayee camc 
and went h s way without too 
many opinions squandered 
on  him  and his intentions. 
Prime Minister ND Modi just 
docs not fit Vajpayee's hat.

The five-day special ses­
sion o f  Parliament callcd by 
the Modi government camc 
even as there was uncertainty 
whether M xli will get a  third 
term? The tlxmght o f  Modi 
s it tin g  w here now  A dhir 
Ranjan Chaudhary sits in the 
l.ok  Sablu  does nol cumc
easy to mind. But the idea is 
elevating to h a lf o f  India and 
that half is picking up pas­
sengers faster than time can 
travel. Thcspccial session o f  
Parliament is being tied to 
Modi finally set to meet his 
Waterloo.

Perhaps Prim e M inister 
Narcndra Vlodi has sensed 
that his lC-ycar tenure will 
end 2024 and then he will 
be staring al a  Prim e Min­
ister from the cu rrent set 
o f  opp o sitio n  p o lit ic ian s
—  Rahul Gandhi. Mamata 
Bancrjec. Arvind Kcjriwal. 
MK Stalin  Uddhav Thack- 
cray: perhaps Sharad Pawar... 
Any one of them. Like Pri- 
yanka Chaturvcdi says the 
Opposition is not spoilt for 
choice vvh.-re the NDA has 
only "one" .Vlcxli to run with 
the hare and hunt with the 
hounds. Desperation is driv­
ing the Prime Minister as the 
final days o f the second Modi 
government closes in on him. 
The voter has had enough of 
Modi and BJP and the high 
prices and the rotten system 
o f  governance that enriches 
the rich and impoverishes the 
poor. It is  not surprising that

The agenda o f  the spccial 
session is shrouded in mys­
tery. What will it be? One na­
tion, one election? W omen’s 
reservation; perhaps freeing 
I Ik* Hindus from the clutches 
o f  the W akf Board? Could 
be the repeal o f  the Places 
o f  Worship A ct... The Na­
rcndra Modi d ispensation 
has come to the realization 
Pasmanda M uslim s a re n 't 
going to deliver on promises. 
The confusion on the agenda 
is driving the media o f  all 
genre nuts.

What is M inister Prahlad 
Joshi sitting  on? W hat is 
Prim e M in ister Narcndra 
M odi ba n k in g  on to get 
him  an o th er term ? W ho­
e v er  th ough t th e  ‘M ood 
o f  the N ation' survey does 
nol count for zilch in these 
tim es o f  wild speculation. 
The captivc media docs not 
know w hether to continue 
championing Prime Minis­
ter Narcndra Modi or shift 
fickle a lleg iance  to w hat 
one o f  them  ca lls  "Vadra 
Congress"?

What i f  Prime M inister 
Narcndra M odi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah's worst 
nightmares come true? Cer­
tainly. thcrcarc things callcd 
anti-incum bency and then: 
is voter fatigue. But Modi 
is facing w hat looks like 
elec to rate  allergy. Forget 
‘A mrit K aa l'. forget G20. 
think only o f  the assembly 
elections and defeat staring 
in the face. The five-day 
special session o f  Parliament 
is being seen as the unlikely 
saviour o f  a falling regime. 
That is how desperate Prime 
Minister Narcndra Modi is at 
the end o f  years o f  lording 
over a billion plus Indians. 
(IPA Service)
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F IR  A g a in st E G I
A First Information Report (FIR) was filed against 
the Editors* Guild o f India (EGI) on after it came 
up with a report following the visit o f a 3-member 
fact finding team comprising senior journalists to 
Manipur. The comprehensive 24 page report was 
a sincere attempt by the EGI team to find out the 
ground realities obtaining both in the Imphal valley 
and the Kuki-Zo inhabited hills districts. But for any 
group that's new to the situation in Manipur and its 
embedded ethnic pressures and pulls and with the 
short lime available to gather information there's 
bound to be some discrepancies and these have, as 
expected been pointed out by Meitei intellectuals/ 
academics. The EGI has no vested interest in creat­
ing a narrative of its own. It spoke to a cross section 
o f  media personnel both from the Imphal valley and 
also from the hills and reported what the media had 
been observing which is that the,” division along 
ethnic lines was not only in terms o f peoples' con­
sciousness, but a physical division or geographical 
separation has also taken place between the Meitei 
and Kuki-Zo inhabited areas observed what they 
saw on the ground, visited trying to look for the 
truth.

The EGI observers also noted what sections of 
the media had been reporting which is that there is 
a ‘buffer zone’ that divides the two communities 
with women protestors on each side. They found 
women protestor everywhere, checking vehicles, 
stopping trucks but not stopping cars carrying the 
media. Perhaps whai did not go down well with the 
Meiteis was the EGI observation that Manipur police 
and commando units o f the state were partisan and 
allegedly openly sided with civilians and raided Kuki 
villages in the outskirts o f Imphal. What has been 
stated by different individuals in discussions on TV 
channels that the weapons from police armouries 
were allowed to be taken since there was no attempt 
on the part of those guarding the armoury to stop 
the loot, also formed part o f the EGI report but they 
were careful to cite the Indigenous Tribal Leaders 
Forum (ITLF).

The person filing an FIR against the three mem­
bers of the EGI accuses them o f misreporting certain 
facts. Even if thi3 were to be true should the person 
not just counter Ihis in and through the media instead 
of using sections of the now defunct IT Act? Separate 
FIRs were also filed with Chief Minister Bircn Singh 
also throwing his weight behind the complainants. 
The Editors’ Guild of Manipur has also supported the 
FIR filed by a social worker. To wade into troubled 
waters at this juncture is fraught and although the 
EGI has given a statement correcting some edito­
rial errors, thal has not found acceptance and the 
reasons are clear for those that have been following 
the conflict in Manipur.

Meanwhile in a show of solidarity all the journal­
ists' union o f the country have condemned the FIR 
and called it unwarranted. It remains to be seen how 
this issue pans out in the coming days. The judicial 
enquiry by a retired judge o f  the Guwahati High 
Court and two other former civil servants is still 
pending although the trio were given a timeline of 
three months.

KHADC & 
Women’s Rights

T he question o l 'ih e  rela­
tionship between the Kl IAIX" 
and w om en's constitutional 
r igh ts  has been ra ised  in 
the article. 'K H A D C: W hy 
trample on w om en 's consti­
tutional rights? ' by Patricia 
M ukhim . The institution in 
q uestion , the K H A D C . is 
the legislative body when it 
com es to  protecting Khasi 
culture and tradition, includ­
ing marriage and Khasi sta­
tus. In this regard, the Khasi 
Social C ustom  o f  Lineage 
Act. 1997, is the legislation 
that has protected and codi­
fied the m atrilincal system, 
w hich is  th e  p ride  o f  ou r 
w omen folk.

In m y view, to  say that 
the  K H A D C is tram p ling  
on w om en’s  rights w hen it 
raises the question o f  mixed 
m a rria g es be tw een  K hasi 
women and non-tribals. is a 
myopic statement. Docs any­
one believe that the KHADC 
is anti-wom en, o r has a his­
tory o f  being anti-wom en, or 
is driven by any beliefs that 
are anti-wom en? T he answer 
should be a resounding "No.” 
R ather, w e should  under­
stand the perceived danger 
from mixed marriages owing
io the matrilincal nature o f  
ou r com m unity. W hy ihis 
is so is a subject o f  another 
article, but perhaps, it has to 
do w ith the dilution o f  the 
traditional matrilincal system 
itse lf  due to the disappear­
ance o f  the K ni-ship; due 
to the emergence o f  private 
ow nership o f  land, and due 
to the growing exposure to, 
and presence of. other com ­
munities amongst us.

M oreover, the KHADC, 
vide the Khasi Social Custom 
o f  L ineage Act. 1997, has 
a c tua lly  restric ted  c ertain  
fundamental rights o f  men. 
In clause 10(c) o f  the Act. 
c h ild ren  b o rn  to  a K hasi 
fa the r o r  bo th  K hasi pa r­
e n ts , w ill be d e p riv e d  o f  
their Khasi status i f  they are 
no longer governed by the 
mjilritinrvil system Thn<.ih<* 
A ct has not only codified the 
matrilincal system, but even 
adds an arbitrary' clause that 
seeks to deprive Khasi status 
to children o f  a Khasi man 
if  they take his clan name. 
H o w ev e r, the  A lla h ab a d  
High C ourt has ruled that to 
keep o ne ’s nam e o f  choice 
o r change on e 's  nam e is a 
Fundamental Right covered 
by A rt ic le s  19( 1 )(a )  and  
21. i.e. R ight to  F reedom  
o f  Expression and Right to 
Personal Liberty.

So. the question is. would 
it tantam ount to tram pling 
on w om en 's constitutional 
rights for the Kl I ADC to mit­
igate any perceived dangers 
from mixed marriages? The 
answer would be no, to the 
extent thal depriving Khasi 
children, who take their fa­
the r's  clan name, o f  Khasi 
status, docs not am ount to

B y Kitdor H. Blah

tram pling  on the ir  c o n s ti­
tutional rights. The answer 
w ould be  yes. to the extent 
that depriving Khasi children, 
w ho take their father’s name 
but hold the K hasi sta tus, 
amounts to trampling on their 
constitutional rights. I f  no. 
then accusing the KHADC 
o f  tram p ling  on  w o m e n 's  
r ights is redundant. I f  yes. 
then clause 10(c) o f  the Act 
m ust be unconstitutional for 
v io la ting  A rticles 19 (l)(a )  
and 21. and  hence must be 
subjected to invalidation or 
amendments. But if  the Act is 
invalidated o r amended, then 
so  does the codification o f  
matrilincal system. I f  the Act 
o r  the said clause is invali­
dated, then matriliny would 
not have the force o f  law. 
but would remain as a mere 
custom ary p nc ticc , having 
no bearing on anyone. In this 
case, following a matrilincal 
o r  patrilineal system  would 
be  irrelevant o  our identity 
a s a Jaitbynriew. But that is 
the crux o f  t ie  issue. What 
M ukhim  is  say ing , in e f ­
fect. is that mixed m arriages 
should not alTcct the Khasi 
identity o f  the children. But 
as argued above, i f th a t is so, 
then neither should matriliny 
o r  patriliny have any bear­
ing on the Khasi identity o f  
children.

1 w ould argue that barring 
any woman from marrying 
outside the community is in 
violation o f  her Fundamental 
Rights, just as barring any 
man and his children from 
k e e p in g  a nam e o f  th e ir  
choice is in  violation o f  their 
F undam ental R igh ts . But 
the issue here is not about 
b a rr in g  w om en to  m arry  
w hom they want or men to 
take a name c f  their choice. 
Q ualifying th ; Khasi status 
o f  a  person is a  different is­
sue than restricting the life 
choices o f  that person. The 
question then, is whether o r 
not the KHADC can qualify 
the Khasi status o f  children 
by their name o r  descent. If 
w e look at the Fundamental 
Rights enshrined in A rticles 
I 5 ( l ) ( 2 ) .  16. 19(1 ) (d )(c )
(g). 29(2). they arc subject 
to  qualifications a t I5(4)(S). 
16(4A). 19(5) So. even cer­
tain Fundamental Rights arc 
qualified by ihe protection 
o f  the interests o f  Scheduled 
T r ib e s . So . it w o u ld  not 
b e  unconstitutional for the 
K HADC to exercise its legis­
lative pow ers provided in the 
Sixth Schedule, to make laws 
aim ed a t protecting the Khasi 
community, even if  it seems 
to  touch on the Fundamental 
Rights mentioned above.

But as per the A llahabad 
H igh  C o u r t, th e  r ig h t to  
keep one 's  name o f  choice 
o r  to  change it. is contained 
in A rticles 19(1 Xa) and 21,

w h ich  a rc  not su b je c t to  
a ny  su c h  q u a lif ic a tio n s . 
T herefore, c lause  10(c) o f  
the Lineage Act. qualifying 
Khasi identity by matrilincal 
nom encla ture, is  in v io la­
tion o f  Articles 19( I )(a) and 
21. w ithout qualifications. 
Arguably, the right to marry 
a  person o f  choice also falls 
under Article 21. So, i f  w e 
follow this train o f  thought, 
then the K H AD C m ay not 
be  a b le  to  q u a lify  K hasi 
identity by cither name or 
descen t. H ow ever, desp ite  
the above mentioned articles 
and the ir qualifications, or 
lack thereof, w c nonetheless 
have Article 46  as a Direc­
tive Principle o f  State Policy, 
w hich sta tes tha t the State 
shall promote the educational 
and econom ic  in terests o f  
the Scheduled  T ribes, and 
protcct them from all forms 
o f  social injustice and exploi­
tation. So. it is here, perhaps, 
th a t th e  c o n s titu t io n a l ity  
o f  the K HADC m itigating 
any perceived dangers from 
mixed marriages is affirmed, 
because the perceived dan­
ge r o f  mixed m arriages is 
none o the r than econom ic 
exploitation by non-tribals. 
W hether that mitigation will 
take  the form o f  depriving 
K hasi sta tu s, o r any  other 
method, is a  m atter o f  state 
policy.

However, the above m en­
tioned article a lso  touched 
on the sorry affairs o f  aban­
doned single m others. But 
w hen wc ta lk  o f  abandon­
ment o f  single mothers, we 
a rc  talking o f  morality, not 
tradition and culture. I f  wc 
look at the KHADC.’ and its 
various law s and history, it 
has indeed done its part to 
protect the traditions and cul­
ture o f  the Khasi community. 
But the  K H A D C has a lso  
done its part in protecting 
the state o f  women, such as 
the above mentioned Lineage 
Act, and the adaptation o f  the 
Indian Christian M arriages 
Act. 1872 in 1954 and o f  the 
Indian Divorce Act, 1869 in 
1955. So. let us not conflate a 
moral issue with tradition.

But is everyone willing 
to  look a t th is  issue  a s  a 
moral dilemma, instead o f  a 
cultural d ilem m a? Because 
once we look a t it a s a moral 
d ilem m a, it is som eth ing  
that bears upon us a s indi­
v iduals to  take  a personal 
a ccount of, as opposed  to 
culture and tradition which 
is something that is out there, 
ex ternal to  us. and  m aybe 
in the past. M orality comes 
w ith  a w h o le  w orldv iew  
and w orldview s come with 
morality. W hile moral lapses 
can be addressed by legisla­
ture. such as the Com pulsory 
R eg istra tion  o f  M arriage, 
moralitv itse lf  m ust also be

addressed within the whole 
worldview, and the ethics im­
bedded therein. If  the aban­
donment o f  w ives is morally 
evil, then w c must a lso look 
a t our whole worldview. By 
what worldview must men be 
guided, in order to be more 
m orally responsible? Is it by 
feminism, moral relativism, 
hedonism, e tc.? O r is the act 
o f  supporting one ’s spouse 
totally divorced (no pun in­
tended) from the w orldview 
o f  the society?

T h e  h is to ric  m a tr ilin -  
eal w orldv iew  p la ce d  l it­
tle em phasis on the young 
h usband 's role. He had no 
a uthority  over his paren ts ' 
household as he w as not the 
heir o r  custodian, and he has 
no authority over his w ife’s 
household as most often, the 
m an stays in his w ife’s and 
in law 's estate. T his is the 
w orldv iew  a nd  the social 
structure in which his identity' 
and obligations as a husband 
w ere defined. Moreover, the 
present matrilincal system  is 
a diluted one. where the Kni- 
ship is non-existent, and land 
is no longer a clan holding, 
but private property. T his, 
and the historic position o f  
the husband, may have con­
tributed to situations where 
the young husbands lack the 
moral resolution to look after 
their spouses (o f course, this 
is not a  generalization o f  all 
m en). H ow ever, this in  no 
way absolves them o f  their 
moral obliga tion, and it is 
hereby  ev iden t tha t moral 
obligation is an "ought' lhat 
transcends tradition o r cu l­
ture. But. again, it is  more 
problem atic to  look a t this 
problem from the perspective 
o f  w orldview  and morality, 
b ecau se  tha t fo rces  us to 
m ake a  deeper introspection, 
both into our culture and our 
ow n lifestyles. I f  m orality 
com es w ith a w orldv iew , 
then is that w orldview con­
ducive to  the highest desir­
a b le  m oral responsib ility?  
Is I hi* h is to ric  m atrilinc'a l 
sy stem , and  now  d ilu ted , 
c o n d u c iv e  to  in sp ire  the  
highest moral responsibility 
in young husbands?

T h e  m oral se n se  t r a n ­
scends culturc. But like all 
o f  our senses, it can be sharp­
ened o r du lled  by culture. 
D oes o u r  cu ltu rc  dull the 
moral sense in young hus­
bands. who never had the op­
portunity to imbibe the  sense 
o f  masculine responsibility 
and ow nership at home, and 
will not have to opportunity 
to do  so, at h is in laws’?  A n­
other pressing concern is the 
disastrous effects o f  modem 
values like sexual liberation 
on marriages. T his has been 
e v id en t in  th e  W est, and 
should serve a s an example 
to us. But are  w c willing to 
look a t these issues, from 
the imposing perspectives o f  
w orldview s and  m orality?

N E H U ’s 
in o rd in a te  

de lay  in giving 
m a rk sh ee ts

Fditor.
The B Ed results w ere dc- 

c larcd by NEHU an August 
23 but the marksheets have 
n o t yet been given to the  
graduating students. This is 
unacceptable because B Hd 
is a professional course and 
those graduating and  have 
applied for a teaching post 
in several institutions in the 
state and outside it are fac­
ing a difficult ordeal. Many 
have lost the opportunity to 
o thers who have pissed their 
B Ed from other stales. Why 
docs NFH U  always fail its 
studen ts?  W hy arc NEHU 
a u thorities unable to  keep 
up w ith technology? I f  the 
results have been announced 
over a week ago ii stands to 
reason thal the marks o f  the 
s tudents too  are  availab le  
w ith the University. So why 
ihe delay in doing w hat is 
an im perative? Clearly the 
Controller o f  Examinations 
is a t fault here. Will the VC
take immediate action?

Yours etc..
K LNongrum.

Via email

M u ch  ado  
a b o u t n o th in g

Editor.
A nother ritualistic, short 

duration A ssem bly session 
that w ill extend for a mere
5 days from Septem ber 15 
has been fixed. A s had hap­
pened w ith several previous 
Assembly sessions, w e can 
expect no positive outcome 
from this session too.

I have in the past w ritten 
about the fu tility  o f  these 
sho rt d u ra tio n  A ssem bly  
sessions. I’m sure these short 
sessions a rc  no t called  to 
carry out any imponant work 
but merely to fulfil a consti­
tutional requirement that a 
session must be held every 
six months.

Looking back, short du ­
ration  A ssem bly  sessions 
started to become the norm 
about 25 years ago and they 
arc  characterised by an a l­
most total lack o f  legislative 
activity. In contrast, prior to 
the above period more than 
ha lf  o f  the  tim e o f  the As­
sembly w as spent on debat­
ing policy and legislation. 
About 30%  to 40%  o f  the 
bills used to be sent to Select 
C o m m itte e s  fo r in dep th  
studies before they are again 
p laced  in  subsequen t A s­
sembly sessions for further 
debate and passage. It may

be noted that in the previ­
ous and present Lcgidativc 
A ssem blies these practices 
have dropped to alm ost zero 
rendering  ou r so -ca lled  " 
representative democracy " 
m eaningless.

The function o f  the Leg­
islature as an institution o f  
a cc o u n ta b il ity  a n d  o v e r­
s igh t over policy, leg isla­
tion. proper articulation o f  
constituency grievances has 
a lso  been  rendered m ean­
ingless and a s i f  a ll this is 
not enough, in March this 
year, w e had  the sho rte st 
7- day Budget Session on 
record and the same Budget 
w as passed without discus­
sion! T his im plies tha t ihe 
O pposition  had g iven  the  
governm ent tacit approval 
to spend the entire budget o f  
15,000+crores as it pleases! 
M oreover, the  O pposition  
d id  not find il important to 
ask fo ra  review  o f  the finan­
c ial and  physical ach ieve­
m en ts o f  th e  last Budget 
(2022  - 23). So. w here  is 
the principle o f  chccks and 
balances which is supposed 
to be one o f  the hallmarks o f  
representative democracy?

It may be m entioned that 
there isa  Business Advisory 
C om m ittee  tha i f ix es the
number o f  days o f  an Assem­
bly session. 1 w onder how 
the leader o f  the Opposition 
(w ho is a lso  a m em ber o f

this com m ittee ) agreed to 
these extremely short dura­
tion  A ssem bly sessions. I 
cannot believe lhat an expe­
rienced legislator like him  
does not realize that MLAs 
require  enough tim e to do 
th e ir  hom ew ork  a n d  due 
diligence on legislation and 
conduct rigcrous sc ru tiny  
o f  bills, budgets, etc which 
sho rt du ra tio n  A ssem b ly  
sessions don't allow. Then 
there is the need for enough 
d iscussion time in the A s­
sembly. In iIk  previous sit­
ting o f  the Assembly, MLAs 
w ere a llo tted  10 m inutes 
each io say what they had to 
say. Is this amount o f  time 
enough?.

In light o f the  above c ir­
cumstances. wc can see that 
the government is no longer 
constrained  by the L eg is­
la tu re  which is supposed  
to  be the second p illa r  o f  
parliam entary dem ocracy. 
Fortunate ly , w c still have 
our H igh C ourt w hich  is 
conscientiously perform ing 
its duty as the third pillar o f  
our dcm ocrary. But i f  one 
pillar o f  a democratic struc­
ture is weak, the structure 
may collapse

However, can everything 
that has gone w rong in our
sta te  be  blam ed on po liti­
cians only? I think not. The 
silent majority is equally to 
be blam ed. By its very s i­

lence. the silent majority has 
allow ed politicians to  fail us 
and also bring about its own 
irrelevance.

Yours etc..
Samuel Swell, 

Shillong-2.

In o rd in a te  
d e lay  in 

p rocess ing  
ra tio n  c a rd  

a p p lic a tio n s
Editor.
I am w riting to express 

m y profound frustration and 
d isappo in tm en t regard ing  
the abysmal state o f  affairs at 
the D C's office in Shillong, 
w here the processing o f  ra­
tion card  app lica tions has 
been nothing short o f  a m on­
umental failure. 1 submitted 
m y application for a ration 
c ard  in  2018 , and  sh o c k ­
ingly. it remains unprocessed 
to  ihis day. D espite send ­
ing numerous reminders, it 
scents that the authorities are 
content to lei m y application 
gather dust. W hen 1 muster 
the courage lo inquire about 
its status. I am  passed from 
one desk to  ano ther like a 
m ere  inconvcnicncc . It is 
d ishearten ing  to  note  that 
they haven't even initialed 
the processing  o f  new  ap­

plications for the card.
Hie Prim e M inister'sam - 

b itious ’O ne  N ation . O ne 
R ation C ard ' in it ia t iv e  is 
a beacon  o f  hope for eq ­
u itab le  d istribu tion  o f  e s­
se n tia l reso u rce s , b u t its 
implementation in  our slate 
has been s luggish  at best. 
Wc arc lagging behind in the 
execution o f  critical schemes 
such as the N ational Educa­
tion Policy (NEP) 2020. the 
A yushman card, and  even 
the conduct ofC 'U ET exams. 
It is an undeniable fact that 
these programmes arc vital 
fo r the  betterm en t o f  our 
socicty.

I im p lo re  the re le v an t 
authorities to  wake up from 
their slum ber and commence 
the  m uch-needed  w ork to 
b e n e f i t  o u r  so c ie ty  a nd  
ach ieve  developm ent. The 
apathy and negligence d is­
played thus far are inexcus­
able. and the c itizens o f  our 
state deserve far better. It is 
high time that action is taken, 
prom ises a re  fulfilled, and 
the w elfare o f  o u r  socicty 
becomes the top priority.

Yours etc., 
R Sarki 

Shillong

A rticles and  letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a n d  not tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times

M ore than  iu st a te ach er

A Tribute to Miss 
Sheila Wailang

By Dominick Da un i Raising Rymbai

They lif t their island na­
tion to  trade. They came with 
big guns, perfected the an  o f  
psychological w arfare, then 
divided a id  conquered. For 
more than 170 years, they d i­
vided and ruled, and exploit­
ed the land and its resources
io their last capacity. Then 
they left. From the ruins and 
the rubble, a new and unique 
nation-state cam e into being. 
But some, some came and 
gave their all. These cam e 
not only with a Bible in their 
hands, some with chalk and 
a blackboard, and som e with 
a stethoscope. They became 
one o f  us.They became mis- 
sionarics-rcvolutionarics. To 
look at it differently, some o f  
them were the  early human 
rights activ ists and social 
workers for ihe Hynniewtrep 
(Khasi-Jainlia) people, with 
the most famous nam e bc-

ccrtain Scottish man (Reid) 
took it upon him self to  con­
firm the correct date o f  death 
o f  o u r  treasured  freedom  
fighter. l j  Tirol Sing Syicm.

P o s t-Indep endence , in 
the  early  1950s, a young  
w om an at' Irish C a th o lic  
descent, bom to an A nny of­
ficer o f  the erstwhile Nizam 
State o f  H yderabad, cam e 
to our Khasi-Jaintia Hills. 
She taught C lass -1 at the 
C hristian B rothers school, 
married locally, had children 
and settled permanently. In 
the 1970s she initially set up 
a boarding house for school 
children, which eventually 
translated into a school, the 
p resen t-day  KC' S e c o n d ­
ary Schiwl (form erly K id­
d ies ' Com er High School). 
Shillong. Tlie woman is Miss 
Sheila June M ary Wailang - 
lov ing ly  and  respectfu lly  
addressed a s Miss Wailang 
by the  thousands o f  lives 
she touched with her life and 
learnings from  her teach­
ing. She chose io leave for 
a better p a ce  on September
5. 2022. about nine months 
before turning 90. W hat a fi­
nal day indeed, for a  teacher
io leave her final mark and 
leave for good.

For somebody from the 
Jaintia Hills, what does K.C'. 
stand for’.1 W hat makes it a 
school lo  go and leam. par­
ticularly n> be able  to  speak 
the English language? What 
d id  its Founder-Principal 
stand for":

The school has a  strict 
schedule, a tim e for every­
thing -  a tim e to study, to 
pray. play, cat a nd  sleep. 
Students ire encouraged to 
think rationally and differ­
ently. O r W orld E nviron­
ment Day, w hile  carry ing  
p lacards and borim> func­
tions were the usual norm.
the students arc cncouragcd 
to trek to  U Lum Shyllong, 
p ick up the  g a rbage  and  
clean up ihe place. Besides 
academics, the latent talents 
o f  stu d e n s a re  encouraged, 
be it in Sports, the Fine & 
P e rfo n n ilg  A rts. e tc. H u­
mility is laught well; there 
is a roster for all students lo 
clean their own toilets.

W hile  in  school, som e 
stu d e n ts , in c lu d in g  th is  
writer, had a lovc-hate rela­
tionship with Miss Wailang. 
The school is marked by dis- 
cipline. quite military-like. 
Perhaps the fact that Miss 
W ailang svas the daughter 
o f  an A m y  officer played a 
role. Coming from a skur ph- 
adar Khlichriat High School 
(a Don Bosco Institution) 
with its v ide  open spaces, 
academ ics, foo tball, daily  
m ass and democratic rule o f  
law, K C was like Singaporc- 
style one-party democracy. 
O f  co u rse . S in g ap o re  is 
not just a ’fine’ city: it also 
played host to  the world- 
famous World o f  Music. Arts
& Dance (W OMAD) festi­
val and tfce A BBA-inspircd 
musical Mamma Mia! And 
supposedly, its passport is 
one  o f  tic  m ost pow erful 
in the  w orld. M aybe il 's  
just teen tge  angst to rebel 
against tlx* discipline.

Punishm ent. A dreaded 
w ord. O n : memory is w hen 
Miss Wailang used todcputc 
two o f  her sons to  teach a 
lesson to  tie  students for this 
or lhat trjnsgrcssion. liter­
a lly  playing good cop bad 
cop. O ne would speak very 
little and ihe next thing was 
pathash pith ash. sw ul swui. 
M essage delivered. Message 
understood. The oilier would 
give such a Iccturc that at the 
end o f  it. one  would feci so 
guilty, like com m itting the

B ib lical c ard inal sin  thal 
consigned hum ankind to a 
life o f  pain, struggle, suffer­
ing and happiness too. In re­
ality. either or both worked. 
To date, one w onders which 
one  is  the  good  c op , and 
which one the bad.

For ihe writer, a relation­
sh ip  o f  love , respect and 
gratitude w ith M iss Wailang 
started a few years after leav­
ing school. In hindsight, one 
adm ires the strong indepen­
dent woman she was and her 
school's endeav ours. Many 
parents from Ja in lia  H ills 
were/are not educated. And 
getting admission to  some o f  
the elite schools in Shillong 
requires more than ju st mer­
it. She knew very well that 
the parents w ork(cd) hard to 
give their kids qual ity cduca- 
tion that co sts  reasonably 
high. Teaching w as truly a 
vocation, a calling for her, 
not ju st ano ther bread and
butter job . I recall seeing 
M iss W ailang in her Khasi 
ja inkyrshah and the sounds 
o f  com m unication with the 
parents (for their kids) in a 
funny mix o f  broken English 
and Shillong-stylc Hindi.

In to d a y 's  a g e  w h ere  
w ords like nepotism , cro­
nyism  and  favouritism  arc 
trending. M iss Wailang was 
one fair human being. She 
w as fa ir-m indedness. N o 
matter what, irrespective o f  
creed, background or pedi­
gree. she w as non-discrimi- 
nating to  all her students and 
their parents too.

A fter school, for her for­
mer students (single o r mar­
ried  w ith  ch ild ren ), M iss 
Wailang becam e the teacher 
at the  U n iversity  o f  Life, 
and a N ana lo  her former 
studen ts ' ch ild ren . L ike a 
typical grandparent, she had 
the right to  spoil the kids 
with cnocolates and videos 
on he r Tab. At the sam e 
time, she would remind the 
new  parents to  m ake sure 
the kids brush  the ir  teeth 
before sleeping and to  keep 
sp e c if ic  tim in g s  fo r  TV. 
H eaven  he lp  a n y  fo rm er 
student w ho cam e to  visit 
her w ithout lu sh e r  kid(s). 
To say that one w as given a 
cold shoulder by her would 
be an understatement.

O f  c o u rse , on ra is in g  
ch ild ren , she w ould have 
he r g ra n n y 's  a d v ice  and  
granny's remedies. Not all 
seriousness, she cou ld  be 
quite mischievous too. She 
would suggest taking videos 
o f  the crying kids, and then 
show those videos to them as 
they grow  older and under­
stand better. Well, who can 
question her? In her words, 
she raised five boys on her 
ow n  With a  good memory to 
boot while visiting her, she 
w ould not only remember 
names but a lw ays rem em ­
ber to o ffer the  particular 
food and beverage that her 
form er student liked. O ne 
a lw ays felt acknow ledged, 
em braced, appreciated and 
w elcomed by her.

O f  a ll her lessons, one 
important lesson from Miss 
Wailang was on the Gift o f  
Time. Time is  M oney but 
M oney  can n o t su b s ti tu te  
Time. She  stressed on the 
importance o f  giving lime, 
and making tim e if  there is 
hardly any. Time helps build 
healthy relationships, be it as 
a parent, a child, a friend or 
any other relation.

It is said that inim itable 
Bob Dylan is/was not very 
happy with ihe  incredible 
cover o f  his song K nockin' 
on H eaven's I>oor by G uns 
N ' Roses (Days o f  Thunder 
soundtrack . 1990). Today 
many will frown on the dis­
ciplinary m ethods employed 
by M iss W ailang  in  he r 
school o f  the 1980s-1990s. 
However, it w as in the spirit 
o f  those tim es. T hat said, 
from the w riter's small (21 
in all) Class o f  1996. there 
is a District Council Judge, 
an Indian A rm y C o lonel, 
a doc to r in Sydney, a PR 
specialist in Singapore and 
a published poet, tcachcrs, 
busincss-people  and  other 
w ell-settled  p ro fessionals 
in India. M iss W ailang was 
more than just a teacher. She 
w as truly a substitute parent, 
a friend & guide io her stu­
dents. Until we meet again, 
wc m iss you. Miss.

PS : T h e  w ri te r  sp e n t 
three years in K iddies’ C or­
ner High School. Shillong. 
V iew s exp ressed  are pe r­
sonal.

E m ail: ilaioii. ra is in g ^ .  
gmail.com
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“ Equality is the soul o f  liberty; there is, 
in fact, no liberty without it.”

—  F rances W right
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S ecu larism , H indu  R ash tra
THE Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, or RSS, 
provides ideological guidance to the ruling BJP. 
It was founded a century ago with the professed 
aim o f creating a Hindu Rashtra. But the strong 
foundations of secularism set by India’s first Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru remain mostly unshaken. 
The Indian society, comprising mostly Hindus or 
their adjuncts, is mentally conditioned to a secular 
ethos. This makes the RSS attempts to turn India 
into a Hindu Rashtra a failure. The RSS itself has. 
however, mainitially changed its basic perceptions to 
suit the new situations. A reason why its chief Mohan 
Bhagwat has repeatedly been advancing the theory 
that "all those who live in Bharat arc Hindus."

A problem with the RSS leadership is its narrow 
outlook on lifc. set against the modem mindset of 
western-educ£ted Jawaharlal Nehru. This situation 
was compounded by the obsessions the RSS has to 
harp on the past and be less mindful of the issues of 
ihe present. While a mix o f tlic past and the present 
in one’s thought process is a happy blend, the over­
emphasis on the past would make us stuck to a state 
o f decadence. Yet. the BJP-lcd central government 
in the past nearly 10 years has been, for most part, 
careful in not taking matters to a boiling point. The 
government has been run on secular lines but for 
the occasional obsessions of the Hindutva fanatics 
to challenge the established order, both with words 
and actions. Palpably, the days of hardcore Hindutva 
proponents like Pravin Togadia are over.

While the RSS chief might seem to adopt a middle 
course, givingan impression to non-Hindus that they 
too form pan of his organisation's scheme of things, 
the underlying worries of the minorities are there for 
all to see. India is a mosaic of religions, castes, races 
and cultures. Therein lay its beauty. To make all Indi­
ans as Hindus, even at a conceptual level, is to rebel 
against the ground realities. Hinduism is today the 
world’s third argest religion. Hinduism flourished 
since the Medieval period, after the decline of Bud­
dhism. However, unlike Christianity and Islam, and 
due to historic reasons, it remains mostly rooted to 
India. Notably, most o f those who are now labelled as 
Hindus namely the BCs, the Dalits, sections o f the 
tribals. who form the bulk of the Indian population 
-  arc still segregated from the Hindu mainframe. 
They arc the underlings, the outcasts. Caste-based 
and other sectarian discriminations arc the worst in 
Indian society and its governance systems. There 
exists a grave challenge to equality of opportunities. 
The RSS is oblivious to all these. To exist here is to 
happily co-exist.

List of Khasi Native States which did Bob’s Banter 
not sign the Instrument of Merger

E scape  ro u te  
fo r  K hasi m en

Editor,
I read Kitdor B lah's in­

teresting article with rapt 
attention but it ippcars that 
yet again he is peddling the 
K hasi m ale  v iew po in t. I 
was expecting ather Khasi 
women to  give a rejoinder 
for o r against the article by 
Patricia M ukhin -KHADC': 
W hy tram ple cn w om en's 
constitu tional rights? (ST 
Sep 1, 2023) but knowing 
M eghalaya, this important 
issues w hich needs to  be 
publicly debated will only 
become a topic o f  gossip or 
banal discussion and forgot­
ten. Sam uel Sw cit in his 
le tte r . "M u ch  ado  about 
nothing”  (ST Sep 5. 2023). 
had correctly stated that the 
reason why Meghalaya has 
such  poo r governance  is 
because o f  the lacit silence 
o f  the m ajority o f  citizens. 
A lso, am ong Ihe c itizens 
tha t speak  up from  tim e 
to time, most arc men. It’s 
almost as i f  Khasi women 
have no political views at 
all. Yet there is a substantial 
o f  educated and well-placed 
women in this society. Do 
we take it that these women 
don 't know what it is to facc 
hardships because they come 
from the elite sccicty? liven 
from the leading university 
like N EHU . Khasi women 
aca d em ic s  are m uted . I f  
educated women arc unwill­
ing to speak up on matters 
concerning themselves, why 
do wc wonder why the fate 
o f  large sections o f  Khasi 
women is so pathetic. Wc are 
a  selfish society and speak 
up only when it affects us 
personally. The rest o f  the 
time we happily ignore what
happens around us and live
with the notion that a ll is

Now that the Courts, e s­
pecially the Supreme Court 
and High C ourt hearings 
arc being streamed live via 
m u ltip le  you  tube  c h a n ­
nels. the citizens o f  the Na- 
tion'States have easy access 
to various cases which are 
linked to their interests and 
on im portant m atters like 
the abrogation o f  Article 370 
o f  the Constitution which is 
now before the Constitution 
Bcnch headed by the C hief 
Justice D.Y Chandrachud.

T his im portan t c o n s ti­
tutional hearing which per­
tains to the Special Status 
o f  Jammu & K ashm ir has 
generated much debate and 
perhaps w ill have an impact 
or bearing on other regions 
which have sim ilar political 
a g reem en ts  w ith the  D o­
m inion o f  Ind ia  be tw een  
1947 and 1948. O ne such 
region is the Hyn iewtrcp 
region which comprised o f  
tw enty-five  N ative States 
back then.

The argum ents both for 
and against the abrogation o f  
Article 370 has now entered 
the 14th day and is nearing 
completion and the Constitu­
tion Bcnch will finally give 
its verdict after discerning 
not ju s t the arguments, but 
the legal, historical and con­
stitutional facts. Interesting­
ly. on Day 10  o f  the hearings. 
C h ief Justice Chandrachud 
piqued the Solicitor General 
to provide the Bcnch with the 
list o f  Native States which 
d id not sign the Instrument 
o f  Merger with the Dominion 
o f  India. At the same time 
the C hief Justice wanted to 
be convinced  w hether the 
execution o f  the Instrument 
o f  Merger was not quintes­
sential to aeceptaiKC o f  final 
sovereignty o f  India.

As the matter before the 
Constitution Bench is spe­
cific to Jammu & Kashmir, 
one is not privy to the is­
sues related to  abrogation o f  
Article 370 and is also not 
entitled to comment on the 
matter pending the final ver­
dict. However, taking a cue 
from the point raised by the 
C hief Justice on other Native 
States which did not sign the 
merger agreements, therefore 
it is not out o f  placc to re­
visit our own regional history 
w hitli ic scu ib lo  (lie political 
position o f  Kashmir.

On August 15.1947. when 
India attained Independence 
from the British Raj there 
were more than five hundred 
Native or Princely States and 
these were semi-independent 
States which have separate 
p o litica l trea tie s  w ith the 
British G overnm ent. They 
w ere  ru led  in d ire c tly  by 
the British Crown via trea-

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

well with our lives.
K itd o r B lah  brings in  

the notion that Khasi men 
have no responsib ility  in 
th e ir  p a re n ta l hom e and 
also in their w ives’ homes 
and  hence lack the moral 
responsibility to take earc  
o f  their wives and children. 
It is because o f  this lack o f  
morality and ethics that the 
Kl IADC is cxpcctcd to come 
up with strictures to Khasi 
men that happily abandon 
one partner w ife and quickly 
take on another w ithout a 
care  for the  children they 
procreate. Personally. 1 am 
not convinced by his argu­
ments which are intended to 
find an cscapc route for the 
Khasi male.

Yours ctc., 
Ambrose Kharkongor.

Via email

O n S a n a tan  
D h a rm a

Editor,
Tw o new s item s “ Did 

INDIA bloc’s Mumbai meet­
ing plan to  target Sanatan 
Dharma. ask BJP" and "Ud- 
hayanidh i row : C ongress 
says it respects all religions’’ 
(S T  S e p te m b er  5. 2023) 
made interesting reading. In 
the light o f  these tw o news 
items let us examine w hat are 
the main teachings, funda­
mental concepts o f  Sanatana 
Dharma. how this Dharma 
v iew s o the r religions and 
docs it g lorify  birth-based 
vama vyavastha?

So w hat a re  the m ain 
teachings o f  Sanatana Dhar­
ma. Sanatana Dharma is a 
way o f  life based on cosmic 
order and duty. It is a term 
that refers to the eternal truth 
and teachings o f  Hinduism. 
The duties o r religiously or­
dained practices incumbent 
upon all Hindus, regardless

lies/agreem ents and  w ere 
never a part o f  the British 
te rrito ry  o r British India. 
To name a few. Junagadh. 
Hyderabad. Mysore. Kash­
mir. M ayurbhanj. Tripura. 
Manipur. K hisi States and 
other Indian States were not 
part o f  British India.

Ihe Indian Independence 
Act. 1947 divided B ritish 
India into two D ominions, 
i.c India and Pakistan and 
as per Section 2 o f  the said 
Act it can be construed that 
the Native o r Princely States 
were given the liberty to ac­
cede either to Dominion o f  
India o r to the Dominion o f  
Pakistan. However, it can be 
categorically stated that they 
even had the third option to 
reclaim their suzerainty or 
autonomy. It is part o f  his­
tory that the Mylliem State 
(one o f  the  K hasi N ative 
States) moved the Federal 
C ourt vide plaint filed on 
the 2nd Fcbiuary, 1949 to 
reclaim  its  suzerain pow ­
ers. In the sari plaint it was 
strongly argued thus- "From 
the fifteenth day o f  August 
1947. by reason o f  operation 
o f  Section 7 o f  the Indian 
Independence Act 1947 all 
the said Treal cs and Agree­
ments and the suzerainty o f  
the British Crown over and in 
respect o f  the Mylliem State 
(P laintiff) and all powers, 
functions, rigils, authorities 
and jurisdiction exercisable 
by th e  B ritish C row n  by 
such treaties, grants, usages 
o r otherwise lapsed, and all 
powers, functions, rights, au­
thorities. title, jurisdiction o f  
the Mylliem State revived.” 
It w as further su b m itted  
that " . . . th e  Mylliem State 
d isputes the powers, func­
tions. authorises, rights and 
jurisdiction o f the Dominion 
o f  India (D efendant) over 
and in respect o f  the M yl­
liem State, save and except 
w hat is expressly stated in 
the  Instrum ent o f  A cces­
sion ..."  In the contcxt o f  the 
Native o r Princely States the 
idea autonom y o r  internal 
sovereignty is derived from 
the agreements which these 
N ative States had entered 
with the Dominion o f  India 
uni) such autonomy can never 
be washed av»ay. Any move 
to undermine the significance 
o f  such agreements will be 
perilous On the other hand. 
Kashmir signed the Instru­
ment o f  Accession with the 
Dominion o f  India on the 26 
October 1947 and it is im ­
portant to note that excepting 
Kashmir and ihe twenty-five 
Khasi Native States, alf other 
Princely States have given

full and exclusive authority, 
jurisdiction and power to the 
Dominion o f  India via the 
agreement o r declaration o f  
merger. In the case o f  Kash­
mir. Article 370 was incor­
porated in the Constitution 
o f  India and K ashm ir was 
accorded special status and 
having its ow n Constitution 
o f  Jammu & Kashm ir which 
the N ative Suite had adopted 
in its Constituent Asse.mbly 
on ihe 17th November 1956. 
It was until 2019 when the 
Indian Government decided 
to do away with the special 
s ta tu s  g iven  to  the S ta te  
o f  Jam u & K ashm ir and 
further bifurcated the State 
into two Union Territories. 
Further. Article 370 w as ab ­
rogated and the Constitution 
o f  Jam m u & K ashm ir was 
rendered infrucluous by the 
Constitution (Application to 
Jammu &  K ashm ir) O rder 
2019. issued by the President 
o f  India on 5 August. 2019. 
As a result, several petitions 
were filed to challenge the 
abrogation o f  Article 370 and 
now the matter is being heard 
by the Constitution Bcnch.

A ccording to L. Gilbert 
Shu lla i, " th e  tw en ty -five  
Khasi Native States collec­
tively know n as the Khasi 
States w ere not merged with 
the ad jo in ing  Province o f  
Assam as they did not sign 
the m erger agreem ent and 
no Notification in exercise 
o f  pow ers conferred by scc-

constilutional history. Nearly 
twenty Khasi Slates signed 
the Instrument o f  Accession 
on D ecem ber 15. 1947 and 
the Instrument o f  Accession 
also contained the Annexed 
Agreem ent which w as ac­
cepted as an integral part o f  
the Instrument o f  Accession 
by the Governor General o f  
India on August 17. 1948.

On the eve o f  Indepen­
dence. the twenty-five Khasi 
Native States had formed the 
co llec tive  body callcd the 
Federation o f  Khasi States 
and  it is evident from the 
In s tru m en t o f  A ccess ion  
tha t the  K hasi S ta te s  ac ­
ceded to the  D om inion o f  
India both individually and 
collectively as members o f 
the Federation. An extract 
from  the A greem ent runs 
thus. “Wc the rulers o f  the 
Khasi States specified be ­
low: Having agreed to the 
establishment o f  a Federation 
o f  which all (he said Khasi 
S tate s a rc  m em bers: And 
being desirous o f  acceding to 
the Dominion o f  India, indi­
vidually as Rulers., .andcol­
lectively as members of the 
said Federation: Do hereby 
declare that wc accede to the 
Dominion o f  India...”

The Instrum ent o f  A c­
cession by which the Khasi 
States acceded to the Domin­
ion o f  India is subjcctcd to 
the provisions o f the annexed 
Agreement and the following 
contains the table o f  Khasi 
States which signed the In­
strument o f  A ccession and 
the dates o f  execution:

o f  class, caste, o r sect arc 
referred to as Sanatana Dhar­
ma. Different texts give d if­
ferent lists o f  the duties, but 
in general Sanatana Dharma 
consists o f  virtues such as 
honesty , r e f ra in in g  from 
injuring living beings, purity, 
goodw ill, mercy, paticncc. 
forbearance, sc lf-rcstraint. 
generosity, and asceticism. 
Sanatana  D harm a is a lso  
used to describe Hinduism as 
a unified and non-sectarian 
world religion.

Fundamental concept o f  
Sanatan Dharma: Karma is 
a fundam ental conccp t in 
Sanatana Dharma. It is the 
idea that every action has a 
conscqucntc, and that these 
consequences can affect the 
individual in this life o r in fu­
ture lives. The law o f  Karma 
is based on the principle o f  
cause  and effect, and it is 
believed that every action, 
th ough t, and  w ord  has a 
karm ic consequence . The 
concept o f  Karma is closely 
linked to the idea o f  rebirth, 
w h ich  is  a n o th e r  fu n d a ­
mental conccpt in Sanatana 
Dharma. It is believed that 
the actions o f  an individual 
in th is life w ill determ ine 
their future lives, and that 
the cycic o f  birth and death 
will continue until the indi­
vidual achieves moksha (the 
transcendent state attained 
as a result o f  being released 
from the cycle o f  rebirth). 
The concept o f  Karma em ­
phasizes the importance o f  
liv ing  a v irtuous life  and 
performing one’s duties with 
detachment from the fruits o f  
one’s actions.

How does Sanatana Dhar­
ma view  o the r relig ions?  
Sanatana D hanna is not a 
religion in the conventional 
sense, but rather a w ay o f  
life  tha t encom passes a ll 
aspccts o f  human existence. 
It is an inclusive philosophy

that rccogni>cs the validity 
o f  a ll religions and  sp ir i­
tual paths. Sanatana Dharma 
teaches that all religions arc 
different p a n s  to the same 
ultimate goal, which is the 
realisation o f the divine. It 
emphasizes ihe importance 
o f  respecting other religions 
and  the ir beliefs, and en ­
courages individuals to  seek 
the tmth in  ihcir own way. 
This dharma recognizcs that 
there are ma ty  paths to en­
lightenment. and that each 
individual roust find their 
ow n path  based on  th e ir  
unique circum stances and 
experiences.

Sanatana  D harm a g lo ­
rif ie s  b ir th -b a se d  varno  
vyavastha. The conccpt o f  
varna vyavastha is a much- 
misunderstood concept. It 
is often  equated w ith the 
’caste’and tlv* ‘caste system’ 
and is considered as the root 
cause o f  discrimination and 
oppression present in Indian 
society. I lowcvcr. a thorough 
examination of Hindu scrip­
tures will clearly rcveal that 
the scriptural conception o f  
varna has no resemblance 
to the present p rac ticc  o f  
the caste system. Sanatana 
D harm a perceives human 
life as vciy precious, which 
an individual gets after great 
effort. The im portance o f  
human life lies in the fact 
that humans alone have a 
fully developed intellect and 
frcc-will, which the)1 could 
use to  fulfil the ir desires  
and attain  happiness. But, 
dcsircs. by tlcir very nature 
cause bondage and sorrow. 
People forc*cr hanker b e ­
hind different dcsircs, some 
they  ach icvc , so m e  they 
don’t. W hen dcsircs are not 
achieved, they lead one to 
sorrow; even when desires 
arc achieved, happiness will 
not stay for long! in  cither 
ease, there is no attainment

lion 290-A o f  Government o f  
India Act. 1935 was issued... 
Nongstoin State, w as the last 
among the twenty-five Khasi 
States to sign the Instrument 
o f  Acccssion on March 19. 
1948...”

From  A ugust 15. 1947 
to March 19. 1948 im por­
tant political developments 
emerged and this period is 
crucial for the understanding 
o f  our politica l, legal and

o f  permanent happiness for 
those w ho singlc-m indcd- 
ly pursue w orldly dcsircs. 
Therefore, to attain a state 
o f  permanent happiness, one 
must transcend dcsircs and 
reach desire less. Ihe  vama 
system is based on the princi­
ple ofsvabhava (own-being), 
which m eans o ne ’s inher­
ent nature o r disposition. It 
recognizes that individuals 
have different qualities and 
ab ilities that a re  suited to 
different types o f  work. The 
four vam as arc Brahmana 
(priestly  c lass). K shatriya 
(w a rrio r  c la ss )  . Vaishya 
(merchant class), and Shudra 
(servant class). These classcs 
arc not based on birth but on 
one’s inherent qualities and 
abilities. The vama system is 
not meant to be rigid or hi­
erarchical but rather flexible 
and dynamic. In conclusion. 
Sanatana Dharma docs not 
g lo rify  b irth -based  varna 
vyavastha  (a conccpt that 
appears in Hindu scripturcs. 
It is often misunderstood as 
the caste system, but a thor­
ough examination o f  Hindu 
scrip tures w ill reveal that 
the scriptural conccption o f  
Varna has no rcsemblancc 
to  the presen t p racticc o f  
the caste system). Instead, it 
emphasizes the importance 
o f  righteous duties or dharma 
(denotes behaviours that arc 
considered to be in accord 
with the order and custom 
that makes life and universe 
possible) in fulfilling one’s 
life goals and attaining per­
manent happiness.

Yours etc., 
Vijay K Lyngdoh, 

Via email

F o o tp a th s  a re  
fo r p e d es trian s

T he Klia:>i S id les  and  
Kashmir w ere equal in status 
vis a vis the Dominion o f  In­
dia. While Kashmir was ac­
corded its ow n Constitution 
and special status under the 
abrogated Article 370. the 
Khasi States were relegated 
to the Sixth Schedule. The 
hearing before the Constitu­
tion Bench is teaching one 
to re-visit and renew the pas­
sion for local history.

footpaths: A perilous menace 
for Laitumkhrah residents" 
by R. Lyngdoh. (ST Sep 2. 
2023) is a reminder that the 
government is still untouchcd 
by the need to  address the 
problem that hawkers pose 
with each passing day. Hie 
number o f hawkers that seem 
to be on the increase  arc 
indeed a menace, whether at 
Laitumkhrah, Civil Hospital. 
Policc Bazar. Motphran ctc. 
1 lawkcrs spread their wares 
unabashed and with no con­
sideration for pedestrians. I f  
at the makeshift eating joints 
at the Civil Hospital gate, 
have captured the footpaths, 
at M otphran haw kers are 
spreading their wares on the 
road itself. Thus, pedestri­
ans. vehicles and hawkers 
seem  to be  collid ing  w ith 
one another. Granted that the 
Meghalaya Street Vendors 
Act, 2014 pem iits hawkers 
to occupy public spaces like 
sidewalks, footpaths ct al but 
that does not mean that they 
can inconvenience anyone. I 
for one have nothing against 
the hawkers and 1 feel that 
the State Government must 
provide them space so  that 
they can carry on with their 
trades without imposing any 
hassles on others. If  a space 
is provided for them the foot­
paths and road would be free. 
A fter a ll, the  pedestrians 
have a right to  the footpaths 
as much as vehicles to the 
roads. Will the State G ov­
ernm ent wake up from its 
slumber"?

Yours ctc., 
Jcnnicfcr Dkhar, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters1' 
a u th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
th e  Shillong  lim es

By Robert Clements

longing to ihe Editors Guild, 
for going «n a fact- finding 
m ission to the  riot prone 
a re a , and  reporting  w hat 
they saw, I thought o f  that 
accident and the response o f  
that good lidy doctor.

D o rem em ber that she 
w as a w ell-qualified d oc ­
tor, was working in a fully 
equipped hospital, and yet 
when she had to save a life, 
was afraid to  do  her duty. 
And soon, journalists who 
have learnt to sn iff out news, 
and  search fo r the tru th , 
whose jo b  is to tell you and 
me what really is happening 
a llovcr the country, will stop 
doing so.

I remember a few years 
ago. in my daily column for 
Dubai's Khalccj Times I had 
called Hezbollah terrorists, 
and there was a hue and cry 
from readers and the editor 
even thrca cnod to stop my 
co lum n . I s topped  d e lv ­
ing into tlv  truth for some 
time, and then one day rea­
lised that whether the paper 
stopped my column or not. 
my job was to tell ihe tmth to 
my readers and I continued 
to do so.

But for j  few w eeks they 
did manage to silence me. 
and like tic  scared doctor, 
thousands o f  journalists all 
over the country will react 
the same vay after this ar­
rest.

A s a people, wc need to 
understand that the press 
needs bodyguards, not po ­
licemen orthc sccret scrvicc 
o r  black cats, bu t you the 
people.

Thai doctor finally saved 
my life, anJ journalists who 
arc  allow ed their freedom 
to write, will most probably 
save both your life and that 
o f  the courtiy!

In the gcod old days when 
kings sat in their castles and 
sent their m en into battle, 
qu ite  o ften , gua rds from 
his fort watchtowcrs would 
shout. "Lone horseman rid­
ing to the fort!" A nd soon, 
they  w on d  iden tify  him 
through his banner a s one

the policing o f  the world! 
Yes. there arc sporadic eases 
o f  lynching, rapes, assaults 
on women and so on. but 
there's always the fear some­
body is recording the whole 
act or reporting the sam e, 
and the perpetrators will be 
caught and punished.

W hat wc need to  sec is 
the marvellous work o f  the 
m essenger in  p reven ting  
crimes, maybe hundreds and 
thousands o f  them.

W hat wc arc told about 
is a riot here or a lynching 
there, spread through mis­
creants o f  the media.

T oday, the c o u n try  is 
actually  a safer p lacc b e ­
cause o f  our smartphones, 
the CC cameras, and finally 
the powerful ability o f  our 
m edia to  reveal the truth 
to the w orld like nothing 
else can.

'W h y ? *  I a s k .  ‘ D o 
y o u  w a n t  to  k i l l  th e  
m csscnger? ’ D o w c w ant 
the only safeguards many o f 
us have to be removed?

Do w c w ant terror and 
in justice, rapes, lynching 
incidents, assaults on jour­
nalists. and molestation o f  
women, not to be exposed, 
hidden and thus increase?

Is tha t the rea so n  wc 
want to kill the messenger'? 
I f  the  v ideo  on the  ho r­
rible Manipur rapes had not 
come out. wc would never 
have know n how serious 
the situation w as up there 
and thousands o f  many more 
such incidents would have 
happened.

So, don’t shoot the mes­
senger. don’t attest journal­
ists. because the nation and 
world want to know, and you 
the people  need to  know, 
o th e rw ise , like  a p a tien t 
bleeding to death in a fully 
equipped hospital, the same 
will happen to this wonder­
ful country o f  outs...!

The Author conducts an  
(M in e  Writers and Speakc’rs 
Course. F or m ore details  
send  a  thumbs-up to him on  
Wh/UxApp 9S925 72SSI

babsbanterdagmail.com

D on’t Shoot the M es­
senger..!

Many, many decades ago, 
while ridirg my motorbike 
a s a teenager. I crashed into 
a car and was badly injured. 
At least the blood all over 
n u d e  o th c s  feel I was ter­
ribly hurt and the ones in 
the car. who were actually 
mechanics and w ere testing 
the brakes o f the ear they had 
just repaired, took me to the 
nearest hospital.

T he lady doctor took one 
look at me. and cricd out, 
"W c can’t do anything!"

I rem em ber looking  at 
her through a ll the blood 
and asking "D on 't you have 
children?"

"Y es. I do !"  she w his­
pered.

"Then think o f  me as one 
o f  them and please stop the 
bleeding!"

W ell, the good  doctor, 
and the nurses did do that, 
and later I ;skcd her why she 
had refused to do anything 
at first.

“ I looked at the men who 
had brought you in ,"  she 
said, “and I felt that i f  I did 
not sav e you. they would do 
som cthingdrcadful to  me!”

To her the poor mechan­
ics had most probably looked 
like gangsiers. and she had 
heard about the beating up 
o f  doctors.

In all probability, I could 
have lost a lot o f  blood and 
maybe my life, i f  treatment 
had not been given at that 
hospital.

This m im ing  as I read 
that the Manipur policc had 
booked fonr journalists be-

o f  their own, coming from 
the battlefield and let him in. 
where tired and exhausted 
he would be led directly to 
the king.

"Wc have lost the battle 
your m ajes ty!” he w ould 
blurt out and quite often in 
his rage, the king would in a 
fit o f  temper draw his sword 
to kill the man.

"D on’t kill me. I'm  just 
the m essenger!" the poor 
man would shout falling at 
the king’s feet.

Today as I see writers, ed­
itors. and bloggers and many 
on social media, especially 
W hatsA pp be ing  b lam ed 
for riots, and incidents o f 
lynching. 1 think the sam e is 
happening: we are blaming 
the messenger!

L et us look at the old 
messenger, the fellow who 
rode in on his horse again, 
w hy d id  he  h u rry  to  the 
king? So, his majesty could 
take preventive measures; 
like sending  m ore troops, 
raising his draw bridge, or 
fleeing to a safer place to do 
battle later.

In the same way the press 
and social media o f  today, 
which I liken to the messen­
ger o f  yore, is helping such 
preventive measures in a  big 
w ay: Today, people know 
that any act o f  violence can 
be film ed, bu t more than 
just filmed it can be flashed 
in a jiffy  to  thousands and 
millions, and knowing this, 
such  v io len t a c ts , w hich 
otherwise would have been a 
daily occurrence arc actually 
being prevented.

The media has becom e
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“The past always looks better than  h was. 
It's only pleasant because it isn  7 here. ” 

— Finley Peter Dunne 
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D esponden t T eachers
A day before the Teachers' Day observance on 
September 5 this year a section o f  teachers were 
seen protesting the delay in salary payment by 
the Government o f  Meghalaya. This is nothing 
new but attempts to set this debilitating problem 
right seems to evade the mandarins at the Stale 
Secretariat. Teachers serving under the Deficit 
System o f  grants-in-aid used to be paid salaries 
once every quarter, leaving them to rely heavily 
on the goodwill o f their house owners who also 
have to willy-nilly agree to be paid rent once in 
three months. Teachers avail their rations too on 
credit much to their embarrassment. There are 
other categories o f  teachers too such as those 
under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan who have been 
demanding enhanced pay. To be fair to teachers 
they are the backbone o f  not just the education 
system o f  the state but also its socio-economic 
progress and the ability o f  youth to cope with a 
very compel live system.

A lot o f  rhetoric is peddled every Teachers* 
Day that teachers play a crucial role in shap­
ing the future o f  our socicty by educating and 
guiding the next generation. But the fact also 
remains that teachers are underpaid particularly 
in the private educational institutions and face 
significant financial challenges as a result. As 
far as teachers paid by government funds are 
concerned the reality is that there is not enough 
state investment in education apart from the sec­
tor also suffering budget culs . There's a huge gap 
between what the government pronounces vis a 
vis teachers and what it actually does for them. 
Yet we expect teachers to give their best when 
they are in a distressed lot. Governments are 
always struggling to balance their budgets in the 
facc o f  rising costs and declining revenues. But 
that education should suffer the consequences 
o f  such budget cuts is unpardonable. As a result, 
teachers are bearing the brunt o f  lower salaries. 
In some cases they even had to take pay cuts or 
accept reductions in benefits, such as healthcare 
and retirement benefits, in order to help balance 
the budget. In a  country with a  m ajor baggage 
o f  poor educational outcomes how can there be 
such huge allocations to defence for instance?

Poor educational budgets also mean lack o f  
investment in teacher training and development, 
which rcduccs a  teachers’ capacity to perform to 
her/his optimal. Teachers need ongoing training 
and professional development in order to keep 
their skills and knowledge up-to-date, and to be 
able to effectively support their students. Has 
the Government o f  Meghalaya paid attention 
to this aspect? Teachers’ underpayment has far- 
reaching consequences for education and society 
as a whole. It can lead to retention challenges, 
as talented individuals m ay be discouraged 
from pursuing teaching careers or may leave the 
profession for better-paying opportunities. The 
attrition rate among teachers under contract is 
indeed high. Is the Government o f  Meghalaya 
listening?

<g

Job reservation in the private 
sector: Is it the solution?

The recent rally organised 
in Shillong demanding res­
ervation in the private sector 
was not surprising. Similar 
demands had been raised in 
other parts o f  the country as 
w ell, with laws a lso  being 
passed on the issue. H ow ­
ever, these state laws were 
challenged in court, which 
will also be the fate o f  any 
law that the Government o f  
M eghalaya might bring up 
for reservation in the private 
sector. ITiat notwithstanding, 
the problem plaguing the jo b  
sector in the state has to be 
acknowledged. But hen; it is 
important to disentangle the 
d ifference  betw een unem ­
ployment and underem ploy­
ment. something that appears 
to have been conflated and 
treated as being the same.

A ccord ing  to  the C cn ­
trc  fo r M onitoring  Indian 
Economy (CM IE). a leading 
independent economic think 
tank, a s  o f  Ju ly  2023. the 
unemployment rate in India 
was around 7.95%. This was 
higher than the 6.1%  during 
2017- 2018. as reported by 
the Labour M inistry o f  the 
G overnment o f  India, which 
was the highest in 45 years. 
This means that the currcnt 
figure is the highest in the last 
50 years. At the same time, 
the unem ploym ent figures 
for Meghalaya o f  2.7%  as o f 
D ecem ber 2022. as reported 
by CM IE. were much lower 
than the national average. 
ITic figures may have gone 
up in the last few months, but 
it is highly unlikely that they 
have breached the national 
average. So basica lly , the 
problem o f  em ploym ent is 
not so  much unemployment 
as underem ploym ent, i.e ., 
a  s itu a tio n  w here  peop le  
are working in  low-paying 
jobs bccause they cannot get 
employment that is suitable 
for their qualifications and ' 
o r experience.

A ccording to the Ministry 
o f  Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. Government 
o f  India, the 2022-2023 Her 
C apita Net State D omestic 
Product o f  the state was Rs. 
98.572. which was the low ­
est among all the states for 
w hich data  w as available. 
This means that the amount 
o f  m oney  th a t w ould  be 
available  to  every resident 
o f  M eghalaya  i f  the  total 
amount o f  money generated 
in the economy is distributed 
equally is just over Rs. 8,000 
per month. But it has now 
been w idely  a ccep ted , as 
recently admitted by former 
RBI G o verno r R aghuram  
R a jan  a t th e  IM F -W orld  
Bank annual meet in 2022, 
that inequality  is  a m ajor 
problem  affecting not just 
India but the whole world. 
T he 'S ta te  o f  Inequality in 
India R epo rt’ released  by

By Bhogtorum Mawroh

Dr. Bibck Dcbroy, Chairman. 
Economic Ad. isory Council 
to the Prime Minister (EAC- 
PM), a lso confirms the same 
by revealing that the top 10% 
accounts for one-third o f  all 
incomes earned. This means 
that 90%  o f  the population 
in  Meghalaya will have an 
average income o f  just over 
Rs. 5 .000 per month. It is, 
therefore, apparent that the 
amount o f  money generated 
in the cconomy is severely 
inadequa te  to prov ide  the 
majority o f  people with de­
cent jobs. i.e.. a w ell-paid 
job  with goodsocial security 
benefits.

A lthough h e  inferences 
derived from published data 
already make for a very dis­
tressing read, ihe actual situ­
ation on the ground is even 
more alarming. People who 
already have i  jo b  arc find­
ing it very diflicult to make 
ends meet, forcing them to 
engage in more than one job. 
G ood examples o f  this are 
the Rapido drivers, many o f  
whom actually already have 
a job , whether in the private 
sector or even the public sec­
to r (con tractta l in  nature), 
but. on many occasions, have 
to work a  combined total o f  
more than 12 hours a day to 
cam  enough income to sup­
port their families. For quite 
a  few, driving a  Rapido is 
the only jo b  that they have, 
which makes their situation 
even more precarious. Then 
th e re  a rc  people w ho arc  
working in shops, at people’s 
houses, e tc., w hose salary 
is less than even the mini­
mum wage prescribed by the 
governm ent of M eghalaya, 
which ranges from Rs. 8382 
to  Rs. 11,748 pe r m onth. 
Such kinds o f w orkers arc 
know n as informal workers, 
and  they constitu te  m ore 
than 80% o f  ihe workforce 
in the countiy. w hich will 
be  true  for M eghalaya a s 
w ell. H ere, low w ages, no 
social security benefits, and 
u ncerta in  w orking c o n d i­
tions are the norm. So. even 
if  there is reservation in the 
priv ate sector, it doesn’t re­
a lly solve the problem o f  a 
lack o f  decent employment 
(underem ploym ent) in the 
state. W hat i$ required arc 
decent jobs that arc well paid 
and have good social security 
benefits. This tan  be achieved 
in two ways.

The first is the one  pro ­
posed by the G overnm ent 
o f  Mcghalay*: the promise 
o f  doubling the sta te’s GDP 
by 2028 and transform ing  
the sta te  into a 10-billion- 
do llar economy. If  that can 
be achieved, it will definitely 
raise the Per Capita Net State 
Domestic ProJuet and, with

it, the amount o f  money that 
w illbeavailablc in the econo­
my. This in turn will translate 
to higher wages, thus raising 
the ability o f workers to sup­
port their fam ilies without 
exploiting themselves. How­
ever. this line o f  reasoning is 
dependent on the fulfillment 
o f  certain  conditions. The 
most important condition is 
that the govcrnnx*nt is able to 
not just control inequality but 
ultimately reduce it. If  this is 
not done, any gains made in 
increasing the G D P will not 
translate  to  increasing  the 
w ellbeing o f  the population. 
A very good example o f  this 
is the support o f  the BJP-led 
NDA government to Adani 
and A mbani, which, accord­
ing to Arvind Subramanian. 
the former C hief liconomic 
Advisor to the Government 
o f  India, w ill lead  to  "an 
extraordinary concentration 
o f  economic power... (this) 
could create an oligopolistic 
economy that w ill stifle inno­
vation and growth." In fact, 
a s the fortunes o f  the tw o 
industrialists have risen, the 
unemployment rate has also 
been increasing in the coun­
tiy. as admitted by the Labour 
M inistry o f  the Government 
o f  India in 2017-2018 (well 
before  the C O V ID  years). 
‘T rick le-dow n econom ics’ 
d id  not w ork. So. ju s t in ­
c re a s in g  the  G D P o f  the 
state by supporting certain 
individuals o r  a g roup (by 
awarding contracts and in ­
vesting through preferential 
trea tm ent) is not go ing  to 
solve the lack o f  dcccnt jobs 
in the state. In fact, the more 
inequality grows, the more 
dangerous the situation will 
become.

The second is to combine 
the drive to increase the G D P 
o f  the state with redistributed 
m echan ism s being  put in 
place. This can be achieved 
by increasing the minimum 
w age based on the a im  o f  
p rov id ing  living w ages to 
a ll w orkers. L iving w ages 
refer to income that allows 
individuals o r families to af­
ford decent living conditions 
in terms o f  adequate shelter, 
food, and other necessities. 
It is usually higher than the 
legal m inim um  w age. For 
example, i f  wc consider the 
house rent o f  Rs. 5000 per 
month, it constitutes around 
50%  o r more o f  the minimum 
wages prescribed by the Gov­
ernment o f  Meghalaya, while 
the figure should not be more 
than 30% under a living wage 
scenario. Workers, therefore, 
a rc  highly underpaid in the 
current structure.

R a is in g  th e  m in im um  
wage to a living wage also im­
proves local demand, which

c an  he lp  local businesses  
grow, which can then reinvest 
the profits to expand the busi­
ness. thus raising the G D P o f 
the state in the proccss. This 
spreads out the benefits io 
a larger num ber o f  people, 
w hich also ensures that the 
profits earned do  not leave 
the state. This is in  contrast 
to bigger players, w ho will 
always look to reinvest their 
profits in locations where the 
rate o f  return is much higher, 
like the metros o r other parts 
o f  the  c o un try  w here  the 
G D P is m uch  h igher. But 
to invest in those locations 
also requires a lot o f  capital, 
which is not available to small 
businesses that arc generally 
restricted to the local area. At 
the same time, bccause such 
businesses are localised, the 
benefit also accrues to the lo­
cal cconomy. both in terms o f  
jobs and taxes. This is a much 
more sustainable option than 
making the state indebted in 
the long mn.

O ne thing that, however, 
cou ld  ruin this process arc 
the illegal taxes collected by 
n on-sta te  a c to rs . W hether 
i t ’s from illegally  operated 
toll gates or ’donations’ col­
lected in the name o f  certain 
o rg an is a tio n s , su c h  taxes 
take away the profit, which 
could be reinvested back into 
the businesses. More w ony- 
ingly. since such gains are 
ill-gotten, they can be used to 
fund illegal activities like the 
burgeoning drug trade in the 
state, which is ruining many 
lives and creating a law and 
o rder problem  in the state. 
Something under which busi­
nesses do not thrive, at least 
the legitim ate  ones, is  un­
certainty. I f  there’s no peace 
and harmony in the state, the 
cconomy will be  adversely 
aflfccted. and we can forget 
the 10-bill ion-dollar cconomy 
and the provision o f  dcccnt 
jobs for the people. If things 
are bad now. they will only 
get worse in the future.

R ese rv a tio n  o f  jo b s  in 
the private sector may seem 
like  an a ttrac tiv e  so lu tion  
to  add ress  the p roblem  o f  
unemployment (actually un­
derem ploym ent), but in the 
short and long m n. providing 
dcccnt jobs— a well-paid job  
w ith  good  social secu rity  
benefits— is a much more im­
portant struggle. That requires 
a more structural transforma­
tion and orien tation  o f  the 
w ay the economic policies o f 
the state are being envisaged. 
Will that happen? It’s up to 
the c itizens o f  the state. It 
always w as and always will 
be their choice.

(T he  views expressed in  
Ihe article are personaI and  
do no t reflect in  any  »«>• his 
a ffiliation to  a ny  organiza­
tion o r institution)

M orality  an d  
W orldview

Editor.
O ne o f  the readers o f  the 

article. ’Kl I ADC & Women's 
Rights,’ Ambrose Kharkon- 
gor. has addressed it vide his 
letter ’Escapc route for Khasi 
m en.' (ST Sep 6. 2023). 1 
believe that not all w ho read 
the above arliclc will under­
stand it as Ambrose did. But 
it behoves me tc address his 
rejoinder lest the argument 
is muddied.

The a rticle  was not in­
tended to find ancscapc route 
for men w ho abandoned their 
wives, as misunderstood by 
the  reader. My argum ent 
w as that the position o f  the 
young husband m ay con ­
tribute to  situaiions where 
he lacks the moral resolve 
to  take  the responsib ility  
as is warranted. However. I 
did write that this was not a 
generalisation o f all cases. I 
also stated that his was not 
an absolution o f their moral 
lapse. In fact, I wrote that 
the moral sense transccnds 
culture. My point in writing 
the articlc and niy argument 
was simply that the issue is 
a moral one. and should not 
be conflated with other is­
sues like tradingliccnscs and 
mixed marriages. This would 
be a categorical enror.

I a lso  d id  not say that 
the KHADC is expected to 
com e up w ith strictures to 
regulate moral behaviour. In 
fact. I stated that while moral

lapses can be addressed by 
legislature (such as laws re­
lating to alimony), yet moral­
ity itself cannot be divorced 
from the worldview that one 
holds. The argument is that 
oncc w c talk o f  morality, wc 
must address it by looking 
at the w orldview , and not 
just the legislature tin this 
case the KHADC). We must 
always look at the worldview 
o f  the individual and how it 
inform s his ethics. In this 
regard, every individual has 
blind spots as his moral sense 
can be  dulled o r sharpened by 
the worldview he espouses. 
People can be morally ex ­
emplary or deplorable, both 
bccause o f  and in  spite o f  
their worldview. But the rela­
tionship between worldview 
and morality deserves public 
debate, as it is a  subject that 
requires deep-diving.

Yours etc., 
Kitdor H. Blah.

Shillong

S a la ry  delay  
b rin g s  te a rs  on 
T eac h ers ’ Day 

Editor,
Yet another Tcachcrs* Day 

p a sses w ith  ap p re c ia tio n  
being heaped on the teach­
ing community. But ask the 
teachers what their feelings 
arc. Their hearts arc heavy 
with a unique blend o f  em o­
tions - pride, dedication, but 
a lso the anguish o f  not re­

ceiving their monthly salaries 
on time. While they continue 
to  m ould the fu ture, their 
own lives remain in financial 
turmoil.

Teacher's Day is a  day o f  
immense significance, a day 
when the nation collectively 
recogn i/c s  the tire less  e f­
forts o f  educators in shaping 
young minds. However, this 
year, the  celeb ra tions are 
laced with bittersweet feel­
ings as teachers across this 
sta te  are  burdened  by  the 
persistent issue o f  delayed 
salary payments.

In a poignant contrast to 
most government employees 
w ho receive  the ir salaries 
like clockwork, the teachers 
who stand at the forefront o f  
education a re  left in a  state 
o f  financial uncertainly. It’s a 
situation that leaves teachers 
feeling undervalued and, in 
some cases, helpless.

A teacher w ho d id  not 
want to be  named shared Iter 
heart-w rench ing  struggle , 
saying. "On Teacher’s Day. 
wc arc meant to  feel appre­
ciated and cherished, but the 
reality is quite diftcrcnt. The 
anticipation o f  our next pay 
check hangs I ike a dark cloud 
o v e r  o u r  heads. We have 
bills to pay. have families to 
support, and dreams to fulfil, 
and the constant uncertainty 
takes a toll on our emotional 
well-being."

The delay in salary d is­
bursement has cast a shadow 
o f  doubt on the government’s 
com m itm ent to  education

and the very educators who 
play a pivotal role in shaping 
the nation's fiturc. Teachers 
arc the unsung heroes o f  our 
socicty. and their unwaver­
in g  d ed ica tion  should  be 
met with consistent financial 
support. It is imperative that 
the governm ent add resses
this issue urgently and with
com passion. Teachers’ sal­
ary is also duly earmarked 
in the annual budget o f  the 
Stale. Teachers deserve  to 
know why their salaries arc 
fre q u en tly  delayed  w hen  
other government emplovecs 
receive theirs promptly. Clar­
ity is not just a matter o f  fiscal 
responsibility it's an act o f  
recognition for the sacrifices 
teachers make.

In our quest for answers, 
we reached out to Education 
D epartment's for an official 
statement regarding the delay 
in teacher salary payments. 
H ow ever, as 1 w rite  th is  
le tte r  we teachers rem ain 
empty-handed, with no re­
sponse received. We urge 
the government to remember 
tha t silence  only deepens 
the wounds a id  adds to the 
heartache  o f  ou r teachers. 
Thci r anguish deserves to  be 
acknowledged

As the nation celebrates 
Teacher's Day. let us not just 
honour educators with flow­
ery words but •vith the actions 
they deserve. Timely salaries 
arc not j  ust nu nbers on a pay 
check: they a r: a lifeline that
KupporU teacher* in  the ir 
noble mission o f  moulding

the next generation.
F o llo w in g  th is  T ea ch ­

e r's  D ay. let us p ledge to 
change the narrative. Teach­
e rs  should not be left with 
tears in their eyes and a knot 
in their hearts. They deserve 
appreciation, respect, and the 
assurance that their dcdica- 
tion is matched by the system 
that they serve.

Yours e tc...
Krishna Chcttri 

Shillong-2

N on-issuance 
o fO B C  

certifica tes
Editor,
1 am writing to  express my 

profound concern regarding 
ihe ongoing discontinuation 
o f  O B C  (O ther Backw ard 
C lass) certificates in the state 
o f  M eghalaya, w hich has 
persisted for several years. 
D uring my recent v isit to 
the Deputy Com missioner’s 
oflicc, I was dismayed to dis­
cover that O BC certificates 
continue to remain unissued. 
T his situation has had severe 
repercussions on the authen­
tic residents o f  M eghalaya 
who were bom and raised in 
our state.

The non-availab ility  o f  
O BC certificates has created 
a substantial barrier for eli­
gible M cghalayan residents 
to  apply for O BC reserved 
positions in central competi­
tions. T his glaring disparity

in opportunities is inherently 
unjust, depriving those who 
legitim ately merit the ben­
e fits o f  affirm ative action 
policies. It is imperative that 
the authorities at the D C s  of­
fice and the concerned M in­
ister take immediate action 
to redress this situation and 
ensu ie  equitable liealiiicul 
for all genuine citizens.

1 earnestly  beseech  the 
central government to inter­
vene and support the youth 
o f  M eghalaya  w ho have 
rep e ate d ly  been  u n ju stly  
denied OBC certificates over 
an extended period. It is o f  
param ount importance that 
ou r government places the 
well-being and opportunities 
o f  its citizens at the forefront, 
guaranteeing that no one is 
left behind due to administra­
tive lapses.

1 im p lo re  th e  relevan t 
authorities to collaborate in 
formulating a comprehensive 
plan that reinstates the issu­
ance o f  O BC certificates in 
M eghalaya, thereby provid­
ing equal opportunities toall 
eligible individuals. It is our 
collective responsibility to 
safeguard fairness and justicc 
within our socicty.

Yours etc.. 
Name w ithheld on 

request 
Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f  the writers.' 
au thors and not tha t o f
The Shillong Timex

A different approach 
to Family Planning 

is needed
B y Sanjana M ohan & Lekha Rattanani

The government's family 
planning initiative 'M ission 
Parivar Vikas* (MPV), now in 
its seventh year, has achieved 
some success in 146 districts 
which wen- originally identi­
fied as "hi^h fertility” areas 
with a Toial Fertility  Rate 
(TFR)ofm orc than three. The 
districts arc spread across sev­
en States, namely Rajasthan. 
Assam. Uttar Pradesli. Bihar. 
Madhya Pradesh. Chhattisgarh 
undJharklvnd. MPV hopes to 
reduce the TFR in these high- 
focus areas to 2.1 by 2025.

T he focused efforts arc 
yielding results that can be 
seen in the numbers, but they 
com e with hidden problems 
that the numbers do  not or 
cannot cap urc. For example, 
contraceptive use has picked 
up in these arcas following 
the  g o v e rn m e n t’s e ffo rts  
to  increase access to  fam­
ily planning services. But
the  m ost popu la r m ethod 
o f  contraception is the ir­
reversible method o f  family 
planning involving surgery. 
This is good from the point 
o f  view o f  outcomes but not 
always good from the point 
o f  view of the women. The 
popularity o f  the permanent 
method m rrors the national 
p reference , w here  36.3%  
(NFHS-5 m m bcrs) o f  cur­
rently married women took 
the option -  making it the 
most popular o f  all choices. 
Across Stales with the MPV 
districts, many more wom­
en opted h r  the permanent 
m ethod . But because  the 
MPV runs essentially in dis­
tricts with an overall higher 
level o f  backwardness, sig­
naling weaker com m unica­
tions and poorer delivery o f  
healthcare, ihe downsides o f 
female sterilisation will be 
more pronounced here.

A permanent method like 
fem ale sterilisation is usu­
ally adopted when the couple 
have had the number o f  chil­
dren they wanted and opt to 
have no ntorc. But in rural 
India, the death o f  children 
and young adults is not un­
usual, punicularly in tribal 
com m unities w here  many 
unexpected inc idents hap­
pen. including snake bites 
and panther bites, falls from 
a  tree, drowning in the vil­
lage pond, and many caused 
by preventable or treatable 
diseases. Not having timely 
access to care often leads to 
ika th  o f  the child. There have 
been cases w here  women 
who opted for the permanent 
m ethod after tw o or three 
children fird themselves sud­
denly with few e r children, or 
without a son. after mishaps 
in the family. In such cases, 
reversal o f  surgery is very 
diflicult. if  not im possible, 
and the trauma o f  the fam­
ily is endless. These arc the 
unfortunate conscqucnccs o f  
the growing acceptance o f  
female sterilisation in rural 
India. They a lso  highlight 
the  uniquely Indian p ro b ­
lems o f  irreversible methods 
o f  contraception, given the 
poor hcalthinfrastructurc that 
leads to preventable compli­
cations and even deaths dur-

surgery, then goes on to lose 
her children and can’t have 
any more.

A total o f  358 deaths in 
the  years 2014-2017 were 
reported after sterilisation, 
the  m in is te r  o f  S ta te  for 
I lealth &  T'unily Welfare Ms. 
Anupriya Patel told the Lok 
Sabha in March 2018. The 
minister told the Lok Sabha 
that "prescribed norms have 
been laid down in the Stan­
dards & Quality Assurance in 
Sterilization Services, 2014, 
published hy the Government 
o f  India  «.nd m ade a v a il­
able to all States and service 
providers n» order to ensure 
quality standards in service 
provision while performing 
sterilization procedures.”

In icim sof numbersalonc. 
female sterilisation in rural 
a rc as  (a s  a pe rcen tage  o f  
currently  married wom en) 
grew from 32.2% to 44.5% 
in Rajasthan 22.6%  to 35.3%  
in B ihar. 39.8%  to 47.6%  
in C hhattisgarh. 19.8%  to 
37 .4%  in Jh a rk h an d , and  
46.9%  to 55.7% in Madhya 
Pradesh in the period from 
NFHS-3 to NFHS-5

How has this change 
happened?

T h ree  recen t d e v e lo p ­
ments have possibly contrib­
uted to the steady increase

in s te r ilisa tio n  num bers . 
Pirst. the presence o f  ASHAs 
(A ccredited Social Health 
A ctivists) in every village 
has given a human face to 
the system , bu ilt cred ib il­
ity and trust, and has taken 
system -driven  persuasion 
to the last household in the 
village. Second, the arrival 
o f  sm artphones a nd  high 
connectivity in villages has 
upped aspirations. D Js at 
rural m arriages, birthday  
celebrations, the changing 
attire o f  niral girls, arc eases 
in point.

Rural fam ilies a rc  also 
noting the small family size 
and lifestyle in cities and 
are  ready  to  adopt it for 
th e m se lv es a s w ell. The 
third factor contributing to 
increasing tubcctomy num­
bers is the growing trend o f  
male migration from rural 
arcas to cltlcs for work: in 
southern Rajasthan itself, 
som e 70%  o f  the h o u se ­
holds sec at least one male 
member migrating to cities 
in G ujarat, o r  Maharashtra, 
o r clscw here for their liveli­
hood. In the absence o f  the 
husband, it becomes doubly 
diflicult for the women to 
bring up children. A n opera­
tion then seems a  win-win 
for everyone.

T he need to  look 
beyond sterlisation

Senior obstetricians rec­
om m end tha t o p e ra tio n s  
should be the last op tion  
as opening the body lias its 
risks. So other methods avail­
able thal arc safer should be 
used. C om plica tions and 
fatalities from female ster­
ilisation arc not uncommon 
but appear not to impact the 
number o f  women opting for 
th is method (or lured into 
the method with appropriate 
incentives). Yet, wc cannot 
run away from the problem: 
The entire burden ofpopula- 
tion control in India has been 
bomc, and continues to be 
bomc, by women. And this is 
especially the case with ster­
ilisations. This has remained 
true over ten years, from the 
last NHFS in 2005-2006, all 
the w ay to the survey by the 
government for 2015-2016.

Saying ‘no’ to tubcctomy 
is much more possible today 
with emergence o f  several 
choices for women that work 
a lm ost like  a pe rm anent 
m ethod: intrauterine c on ­
traceptive devices (1UCD) 
such as Copper-T o r  other 
hormonal devices, which arc 
effective for long durations. 
Using these once o r twice 
may be suflicicnt to prevent 
a pregnancy for the entire 
reproductive  cycle o f  the 
woman, thus also acting as 
a permanent method.

T he onus on o u r  
h ealthcare  systems

W here  P H C s a rc  not 
regularly open, doctors and 
nurses not fully present, and 
people have  little  trust in 
the public health system s, 
tubcctomy is a sure-fire way 
to ensure birth control. The 
alternative will require train­
ing o f  our doctors and nurses, 
making these methods avail­
able. and strengthening com ­
m unication to  dispel fears 
and myths associated with 
the different m ethods. A s 
an example, a common fear 
that exists with Coppcr-T is 
that "it will move up in the 
abdomen” .

Ov ercoming this will re­
quire listening andacknowl- 
cdging their fears, and help­
ing them  understand why 
these may be unfounded. It 
will also require the primary 
healthcare fac ilities to  be 
open 24X7 and the health­
care workers to be present, 
to be able to  manage any 
side  c ffcc ts  o f  the o the r 
methods such as bleeding 
and abdominal pain.

The renewed em phasis 
on primary healthcare, emcr- 
gencc of the Health and Well­
ness Centres, growing num­
bers o f  doctors and skilled 
staff across the PHCs and sub- 
centres, are welcome steps 
that can make this paradigm 
shift possible.

(S a n ja n a  M o h a n  is  a 
doctor a n d  co -founder o f  
Basic Healthcare Services, 
a R a ja s th a n -b a se d  n o n ­
p r o fi t  th a t ru n s  p r im a ry  
healthcare centres. Lekha  
R atta n a n i is  th e  M anag­
in g  E ditor o f  The B illion  
Press)) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press) (e-mail: ed itorti 
thebilllonpress.org)
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—  A lexander th e  G reat
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Issues be fo re  polls
W H ILE a safe guess is that Parliament elec­
tions could take place sooner than later, issues 
are being raised in a flurry to sw ay the public 
mood in favour of. o r against, som e political 
parties. In the forefront o f  these attem pts is, 
obviously, the ru ling  BJP itself. A fter cold- 
shouldering an issue for nine years, the Modi 
establishm ent is now reviving its prom ise for 
the ‘one nation, one poll’ system. It is also in a 
mood to rename India as Bharat, a sure shot to 
boost the morale o f  the Hindi belt. Alongside, 
it is catching on a statem ent from DMK m in­
ister Udayanidhi Stalin that Sanatana Dharma 
has no relevance in today’s world, as  its tenets 
arc used to “perpetrate caste-based and other 
discriminations against disadvantaged segments 
o f  the population like Dalits, tribals etc .” The 
BJP energetically turned this into a national is­
sue and is seeking the governor's  permission to 
prosecute the minister. In a  democratic nation, 
a m inister should have the freedom to express 
his view s without fear o r favour. But, the BJP’s 
overdrive now is to w hip up sentim ents and 
win more votes from the Hindi belt. All these, 
over and above the recent push to introduce a 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC).

These issues have their merits and positive 
action is welcome. But a point to stress is, should 
the nation face the parliam ent elections with 
these as the central agenda with grave exclusion 
o f  the m atters o f  urgent importance. For one, 
the failure o f  ihe Modi establishm ent to check 
freewheeling corruption! To argue that the Prime 
M inister is not corrupt means little when he pre­
sides over an empire o f  corruption and does not 
show the nerve to check such tendencies through 
hard-edged aclions. V igilance sleuths catching 
an official or two. here or there, meant little. 
By doing so, the departm ent is only proving its 
relevance to exist, while its ranks too are seen 
to be largely corrupt, as also the emire police, 
revenue and other sectors in state after state.

Administrative and other reform s on multiple 
fronts have either not been attem pted at o r left 
ha lf done o r were undone under pressure as 
was the case with the farm reform legislation. 
Judicial reforms are nol even attem pted at. The 
government lacks the courage to bell the cat 
while the Supreme Court mandarins put spokes 
into the wheel. Cases arc piling up  in courts and 
justice is delayed as cases are investigated and 
argued for decades in gay abandon. What this 
government did and did not do must be reviewed 
before the polls. The election must be fought on 
such issues. Ti e  nation cannot afford to m iss the 
wood for the trees.

The Tourist, a quintessential 
Nomad of Modernity

T his  w orld  has a lw ays 
had its share o f  nomads, who 
stand in  stark contrast to se t­
tled com m unities. W hether 
pastoral o r  peripatetic, some 
arc trad itionally  nom adic. 
O thers a re  so for spiritual 
reasons like the mendicant 
monks and nuns who refuse 
to stay more than three days 
in any one place, for fear o f 
a ttachm en t. But the  m ost 
im poverished o f  all nomads, 
perhaps, is the tourist a 
strange phenom enon o f  mo­
dernity. A nything but a trav­
eler. he  is often a dilettante 
and voyeur, w ho visits dif­
ferent places to  assuage his 
extrem e em ptiness o f  soul. 
Materialism, the deracinating 
passions, p lus the  rootless- 
ness endemic to modernity, 
make him  roam  restlessly, 
seeking vicariously and in 
vain fo r roots in a rooted 
community. O ften, his lirst 
prey a rc  ind igenous c om ­
munities. given their relative 
rootedness, and resistance to 
modernity.

To blame also arc capital­
ism and the sexual revolution 

given the havoc they have 
wreaked on the ancicnt virtue 
o f  hospitality. Up to  my pre- 
television generation and a 
few younger ones, visiting 
w as the p rim ary  fo rm  o f  
entertainment, with chatting 
the m ain form  o f  com m u­
nication . H osp ita lity  w as 
lavish, not just in the home, 
but also in the public sphere. 
Indeed, the guest w as G od. 
Restaurants felt like home. 
In th is ch ild-friendly India 
o f  yore, w aiters bent low to 
ask ch ild  v isito rs . "M ay I 
give you some m ore'7  Thus, 
even restaurants prioritized 
hospitality over profits.

T h e  s o - c a l le d  s e x u a l 
rev o lu tio n  h a s  d e s tro y ed  
home-based hospitality. Lust 
destroys love and therefore, 
hospitality, which is a form 
o f  love. Today, the barbarism 
caused by avarice is so great 
that \e ry  few people even 
know how to enter a home 
with good will and blessings. 
1 have know n quests to  ad­
mire a material object before 
they have greeted their host. 
Under conditions o f  capital­
ism. even heaven is for sale. 
H ence, we should  no t be 
surprised that capitalism has 
yanked  ho sp ita lity  ou t o f  
the home and reified it into 
a m arke tab le  com m odity . 
Indeed, hospitality is for sale, 
like  every th ing  e lse . T h is 
includes chatting. The “chat" 
has becom e a commodity in 
digital communication. But 
given its contrived cozincss. 
it cannot diffuse the a lien­
ation inherent in the digital 
world. W hen w e reify and 
sell something spiritual, we 
strip it o f  its inherent moral 
worth. Having lost their in­
ner sheen , hosp itality  and 
chatting have forfeited their 
innate pow er ofcom m unica-

By Deepa Majumdar

tion. A sa  result, modem man 
is  m orc  love-hungry  than  
ever before.

Every culture has its share 
o f  ug ly  c itiz :n s . L ike  the 
ug ly  A m e ric an , th e  ug ly  
Ind ian  d isp lays the w ors t 
aspects o f  his culture. Loud, 
in c o n s id e ra te , se n su o u s , 
and disrespectful, he plays 
h is  raucous "m usic" even 
around hospilals and  silent 
zones, with scant respect or 
consideration for the needs 
o f  h is hosts. L ittering  the 
grounds w herever he moves, 
he  personifies cacophony, 
intrusion , anil chaos. As a 
to u ris t, he is no d ifferen t 
from the w orn offenders at 
a zoo. Indeed, he treats his 
host communities a s if  they 
a re  in m a te s o f  z o o s -  so 
great is his d isrespect. As 
sentient beings, both people

D istinct from the traditional 
nom ad, the w anderer trav ­
e ls  for serious reasons that 
range from  se lf-d iscovery  
to  discovery  o f  the  world. 
To the wanderer, travelling 
is a mode o f  education and 
an art. He travels in order to 
learn from different people 
and cultures. Not because he 
is em pty and a voyeur, but 
because he w ants to  add to 
h is inner wealth o f  wisdom. 
Today travelers arc utilitar­
ian and cosmic. They go  to  
outer space to  pave the way 
for space tourism.

Yet not all travelers are 
v irtuous. Like o the rs they 
c o v e r  the  r an g e  be tw een  
good  and evil. A lw ays in­
trepid and rarely a  dilettante 
o r  voyeur, the  trave le r is, 
at best, an am bassador and 
diplom at w ho bridges diffcr-

and anim als deserve respect 
as ends in themselves not 
as means to  the ends o f  alien 
others. But tie  gaze o f  the 
voyeur-tourist re if ie s  both 
p e o p le  and  a n im a ls  in to  
commodities. Mammon rules 
his w orld, so that he thinks 
he  can  treat a p lace  as he 
wants, ju st bccausc he pays 
money. IX*spite the realities 
o f  western neo-colonialism, 
w estern  tourists a rc  o ften  
more considerate and cour­
teous than the ugly Indian. 
Often, they tip more gener­
ously. Given their ideals o f  
dem ocratic  egalitarian ism  
and social justice, and their 
h is to ric a l e x p e r ien c es  o f  
anti-racism , western tourists 
can  be m ore  cou rteous to  
indigenous communities and 
im poverished Indians.

The modem tourist, there­
fore, is an entirely different 
sp c c ic s  from  the  traveler. 
Even considera te  tou ris ts  
a re  caught in the maelstrom 
o f  com m erc  a lism . In an 
existential scrse . every sen­
tient being is a metaphysical 
tra v e le r  because  h is  very 
ex istence entails traversing 
tim e and transience. But in a 
physical sense, the traveler is 
unique among h is fellow hu­
mans. This wcrld has always 
had its share o f  wanderers.

cnt cultures, and at worst, a 
philanderer and adventurer. 
O ften, travelers are itinerant 
w riters, w ho leave treasure 
tro v e s  o f  d o c u m e n ts  for 
historians. Thus, Xuanzang, 
a Chinese Buddhist monastic 
trav e le r, le ft doc u m cn ta - 
tio n s o f  interactions between 
China and India. Moreover, 
trav e le rs  o ften  m ake h is­
tory directly. Even a ruthless 
trave le r, like  C h ris to p h er 
C o lu m b u s, m a d e  histo ry . 
Finally, unlike tourists, trav­
elers travel great distances. 
T hus. M arco Polo traveled 
over 15.000 miles. Travelers, 
therefore, affect their tim es 
and posterity  in w ays that 
tourists sim ply do not.

B ut w hat is trave lling , 
in essence? In the w ords o f  
Ibn Battuta. “Traveling it 
leaves you speechless, then 
turns you into a storyteller." 
In the  w o rd s  o f  the  Bud­
dha. “ It is be tter  to  travel 
w ell than  to  a rriv e ."  T his 
last quote, supposedly from 
the Buddha, I am sure, was 
m eant m etaphorically . Yet 
it applies to  physical travel 
as w ell. U nlike the tourist 
w ho consum es the objects 
o f  tourism, thus experienc­
ing  no th ing  the  traveler 
revels m ore in the  experi­
ence o f  traveling than in that

o f  arrival. A dilettante and 
voyeur w ho tu rns tourism  
into a spectacle, the tourist 
neither icams nor contributes 
to learning. Pecking at this 
place and  the o ther, rather 
than savoring and experienc­
ing, he returns as homeless 
and empty a s before.

The main challenge o f  the 
m odern re ified  hospitality  
industry lies in its demand 
that we practice this precious 
form  o f  love no t in the 
sanctity o f  a  home but in 
the w ilderness o f  the market- 
driven  w orld. It therefore  
c a l ls  fo r p ra c tic in g  love  
am idst the sheer alienation 
o f  the market economy. As 
a  result, it dem ands proper 
legislation to safeguard both 
tourists and their local hosts. 
A sy s te m  o f  c h e c k s  and 
balances should foster the 
hospitality industry, even as 
it protects all w ho partake 
o f  it.

Thiti lyp r n f  I r g  illation 
m a tte rs  a ll th e  m ore in a 
place like M eghalaya, given 
its frail economy and natural 
wonders. The beauty o f  M e­
ghalaya is, as yet. pristine. 
U n like  the  m a nu factu red  
beauty o f  many natural spots 
in the developed economics, 
Meghalaya is still relatively 
untouched by the footprints 
o f  man. Such rare beauty, 
which makes the mind natu­
rally  contem plative and God 
conscious, deserves protec­
tion and homage.

At the  very least, tourism 
in M eghalaya should be sus­
tainable. as Patricia M ukhini 
urges a s  the main thrust o f  
her article, "M aggie Noodles 
Tourism killing M eghalaya" 
(TST. Aug 18. 2023). Poor 
villagers and others in M e­
gha laya  need the  tourism  
industry , because  it is, a s 
Ms. M ukhim says, the only 
"clean, green, non-polluting, 
non -invas ivc  and  em ploy­
ment generating industry.” 
Tourism helps not only eco­
nomically. but also morally 
and spiritually by diffusing 
the xenophobia inherent in 
the identity politics o f  an Iso­
lated society. Indeed, tourism 
can be a pow erful antidote 
against xenophobia. Surely 
there is a w ay to protect local 
people, through proper legis­
lation. without encouraging 
the cthnoccntrism that mars 
hospitality? Surely there  is 
a w ay. th rough  ru les  and 
regulations, to  educate tour­
ists to respect the sanctity o f  
the places they visit? Surely, 
YouTubcr tourists who visit 
Meghalaya villages, should 
be forced, by law, to share 
their profits with the people 
they film ?  Fo r a ll th is  to 
happen , bo th  tou ris ts  and 
their hosts m ust respect each 
other. Moreover, all rules and 
laws must be enforced by the 
proper authorities, without 
corruption.

N eed a good 
p lan  fo r  fam ily 

p lan n in g  in 
M eghalaya

Editor,
The article titled. "A  d if­

ferent app roach  to  fam ily 
planning is needed" (ST Sep 
7. 2023) says all the  right 
things. Unfortunately, while 
the authors p rovid;data fora 
number o f  states, Meghalaya 
is  not included in their list.

They mention seven states 
in which there is an urgent 
need to  reduce tkc fertility 
rate  by 2025. But M egha­
laya, w hile  not mentioned, 
has the highest fertility rate 
in the country o f2 .9 . while 
the national avenge is 2.0. 
M eghalaya has the highest 
p ro p o rtio n  o f  p re-school 
children in thecotntry, sure­
ly  a factor for the high child 
malnutrition in the state.

The article mentions sev­
eral states in  which female 
ste riliza tion  has increased 
markedly. In India fem ale 
sterilization increased from 
36 .0  - 37.9%  betw een the 
National Family Health Sur­
vey 4 (2015-16) :o NFHS5 
(2019-21). However, the al­
ready low rate in Meghalaya 
fell even further from 6.2 
5.6%  between NFHS 4 &  5. 
Actually it w as highest way 
back in  N FIIS3  (2005-6), 
at 9.5%.

Incidentally m ale steril­
ization in M eghalaya which 
w as 0 .1%  in 2005-06  has 
firmly remained at zero since 
then. P e rhaps there  is no 
parallel to  this kind o f  male 
refu sa l in the  rest o f  the 
country! Male attitudes are 
a  significant factor for low 
family planning stats in our 
state.

T he au thors rightly  say 
tha t w e need to  look  b e ­
yond  pe rm anent m ethods 
bu t d o n 't  o f fe r  m uch  by 
w ay o f  a solution. The use 
o f  c o n tra ce p tiv e s  in  M e­
ghalaya o f  any kind, is the 
low est in th e  country  and 
has remained static between 
the last tw o  NFH surveys at 
24 .3% . w hile the national 
average has improved from 
53.5 - 66 .7 %  Even among 
tr ib a ls  a s  a w hole  in In ­
dia. contraceptive use is  at 
48 .6% , exac tly  doub le  o f  
Meghalaya.

A recen t survey  found 
th a t m any o f  the  w om en 
resp o n d e n ts  w ere  again st 
contracep tives, even som e 
village and church leaders. 
These are some typical re­
sponses: “ I’m vciy strict for 
my own daughter, i f  she is 
in a relationship, she should 
not use any methods, i f  she 
does then there is spiritual 
punishm ent", and "There are 
many aw areness program s 
on using fam ily  planning, 
but I feel i t’s a sin".

T h e  b iggest and h a rd ­
est obstacle are  deeply-en­

trenched beliefs, which seem 
to  cut across all relig ious 
groups, indicating perhaps 
that this is a cultural obsti­
nacy. It w ill take community 
and church leaders to  bring 
about the cu ltu ral change 
that is needed. In Chrisitan 
countries all over the world, 
fam ily p lanning is a well- 
accepted practice. In none 
o f  those  c o u n trie s  do  w e 
sec  such grim  realities for 
women as  here.

W hen c o n fron ted  w ith  
d ire  and  d ism al sta tis tics  
about M eghalaya, our m in­
isters often say that the data 
is  o ld  and matters have im ­
p ro v ed . T h a t m ay be so , 
but rem em ber o the r sta tes 
have also im proved in the 
meantime. A ctually, the gap 
with the rest o f  the country 
may actually be increasing in 
Meghalaya.

Yours etc..
Glenn C. Kharkongor.

Via email

U n p ro fessio n a l 
C o n d u c t a t 
J ib a n  R ani 

G o en k a  
H osp ita l

Editor,
1 am  w riting to express 

my deep dissatisfaction and 
concern  regard ing  the re ­
cent experiences m y m other

had a t J iban  Ram  G oenka 
H ospital, located a t Rabin- 
dra Nath Tagore Marg. U p­
per M awprcm, G arikhana. 
Shillong. On September 1st, 
2023, and  Septem ber 2nd. 
2023. my mother visited the 
hospital seekngdental treat­
ment, and the unprofessional 
behaviour exhibited by the 
s ta ll'and  the dentist has left 
us deeply troubled.

On September 1st. 2023. 
m y m other arrived a t the 
hospital to ircct the dentist 
at 11:30 AM However, the 
lady sitting at the reception 
inform ed her that the time 
fo r receiving pa tien ts had 
ended at II AM because the 
doctor said to stop  writing 
th e  ap p o in tm en ts , bu t a s 
seen  by m y m o th e r there  
w ere only four patients. The 
recep tion ist in form ed my 
mother that the time for seek­
ing  appointments is from 9 
AM to 11 A M  My mother, in 
good faith, returned die next 
day. September 2nd. 2023, 
a t 10 AM, hoping to receive 
proper treatment.

To her shock and dismay, 
the same receptionist on the 
second visit ckclared that the 
tim e for receiving patients 
was already over. T his was 
in d irec t con trad ic tion  to  
w hat my mother had been 
told earlier. When my mother 
rem inded her that she had 
been given different infor­
mation the previous day. the 
receptionist disclaimed any

know ledge and  suggested 
talk ing  to  the doctor. T his 
unp ro fessiona l behav iou r 
left my m other feeling con­
fused and frustrated.

W hen my mother spoke 
with the doctor, the experi­
ence turned even more d is­
tressing. The doctor, without 
any  valid  reason , a g g re s­
sively  counted seven  slips 
and threw them in front o f  
my m other, s ta ting  that it 
will take her till 2 PM to treat 
those seven patients. Howev­
er. to  her disbelief, the doctor 
managed to  attend to  these 
seven  p a tien ts  in  ju s t 30 
minutes. This inconsistency 
in the doctor's actions raises 
serious questions about her 
professionalism and ethics.

Furthermore, m y mother 
w as treated disrespectfully  
during this encounter. The 
d o c to r 's  a ttitu d e  and  d e ­
m eanour w ere  com pletely  
unbecom ing  o f  a  m edical 
professional. She even went 
as far a s telling my mother to 
leave the hospital premises.

A dditionally , w hile  my 
mother w as present, another 
lady arrived at a round 10:15 
AM , seeking treatm ent for 
her child, who was in pain. 
T h e  d o c to r  c a llo u s ly  in ­
form ed th is  lady tha t the 
tim e was over and that she 
should  return on Monday. 
Despite the child's obvious 
discomfort and the fact that 
she was a school-going stu­
dent who would have to miss

school to  com e  back , the 
doctor displayed a  shocking 
lack o f  empathy and refused 
to  p rovide any  assistance. 
Another eight patients were 
also turned away w ithin the 
tim e span that my m other 
was present there.

Such unprofessional con­
duct by the dentist and stall' 
at Jiban Ram G oenka Hospi­
tal is not only unacceptable 
but also a disservice to the 
community. Patients deserve 
to be treated with respect and 
em pathy, and medical p ro ­
fessionals should adhere to 
ethical s tandards o f  care.

I am  w riting to  draw  the 
a tte n t io n  o f  th e  a u th o r i­
ties o f  Jiban Ram G oenka 
H ospital and kindly request 
that the ethics and quality o f 
serv ice  o f  the  H ospital be 
investigated thoroughly, and 
appropriate action be taken 
to address the unprofessional 
behav iou r and  a ttitude  o f  
the dentist and the staff at 
the hospital. Patients should 
not have to endure such d is­
tressing experiences w hen 
seeking medical care.

Yours etc.. 
Name w ithheld on request.

Via email

A rticles and  letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page are 
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
a u th o rs  a n d  nol tha t o f  
The S h illong  Times

‘O ne n ation , one e lec tio n ’ proposal an 
attack on d em ocracy  and  federalism

O pposition parties and 
civil society m ust cam paign 

focusing on the d anger
By P. Sudliir

The Narcndra M odi re­
gim e is out to  launch a twin 
assault on parliamentary de­
mocracy ind federalism by 
implemerting the slogan o f  
'O ne N at on . O ne Election' 
(ONOE). The government 
has announced the setting up 
o f  an eight-member commit­
tee headed by tbnncr presi­
de n t. Ram N ath  K ovind . 
The term? o f  reference make 
it clear thit the com m ittee’s 
jo b  is  to recommend how to 
proceed to implement simul­
taneous ccctions to the Lok 
Sabha and state legislative 
a s se m b le s , the  legal and  
constitu t onal steps to  be 
taken. The committee can 
be cxpccfcd to  do w hat the 
government w ants as it has 
been hand-p icked  for the 
purpose and includes home 
minister Amit Shah.

E ver sn c c  the BJP came 
to pow er in 2014. Narendra 
Modi has been periodically 
announcing the need for one 
nation, o re  election. I le  had 
declared in 2020 that this is 
"not a matter o f  debate but a 
necessity for India” .

B JP leaders have  been 
trotting cut the w cll-w om  
arguments on  the need for 
simultaneous e lections: that 
it w ill save a lot o f  expendi­
ture incurred due  to  frequent 
elections:repeated elections 
b ring  the m odel c ode  o f

for the state assemblies.
F ix ity  o f  tenure  w ould 

m ean that a ru lin g  party, 
which has a stable majority 
in the house, cannot recom­
mend for dissolution o f  the 
house to have early elections. 
It is  a lso  proposed by the 
Law Commission report that 
i f  a no-confidence motion is 
moved in  the Lok Sabha. it 
must be accom panied by a 
resolution nam ing the new 
leader to  run the alternative 
government. This is termed 
as " c o n s tru c tiv e  vo te  o f  
no confidence” . W hat this 
means is that even if  a gov­
ernm ent is voted ou t by a 
majority o f  the house, there 
has to  be  som e alternative 
government, which is unrep­
resentative o f  the people's 
choice. Prim acy is given 
to  s tab ility  through fixity  
o f  tenure and  the electoral 
choice becom es irrelevant. 
Tit is will work in favour o f  
the ruling party.

The im plications o f  en­
forcing O NOE are centrali­
sation and concentration o f  
pow ers  at the  c en tre  and 
destroying, in essence, fed­
eralism. T he authority given 
to  the  p residen t o f  India, 
i.e.. the central government, 
to curtail o r extend life o f  
state legislatures will com ­
pletely undermine the right 
o f  the states and its elected

‘We are seeing how  governors are  
behaving in the opposition-ruled states  

violating the rights o f  the state governments 
an d  Oil' state legislatures. With the changes 
bivught about in the nam e o f  simultaneous 

elections, centralised control w ill mean  
governors acting as viceroys f o r  the centre. ”

c o n d u c t in to  p la y  w hich  
hampers development work 
and so  on

T here  hove been three 
committees which have gone 
in to  the  is su e  o f  ho ld ing  
sim ultaneous e lections for 
the Lok Sabha and state as­
sem blies afte r M odi cam e 
to power. In 2015. the Par­
liamentary Standing C om ­
mittee on Personnel. Public 
G rievances, Law  and  Ju s­
tice subm itted a report on 
the m atter. In 2017 , the 
NITI Aayog m ade a set o f  
proposals in its discussion 
paper on 'A na ly sis  o f  S i­
m ultaneous E lec tion ’ and  
in A ugu‘t 2018. the  Law 
Com m ission published its 
draft report on simultaneous 
elections. T hcyall proposed 
shortenin’ o f  the tenure o f  
som e o f  the ex isting  sta te  
assem blies , or. ex tending  
the life o f some, so diat they 
can  be  synchronised  w ith  
Lok Sabln  elections. Some 
have suggested to  hold only 
tw o sets o f elections in a five 
year pcria l one set with the 
Lok Sabha and half the state 
assemblies and another set in 
the mid-term with the rest o f  
the assemblies.

I f  the steps be ing  pro­
po se d  to b r in g  th e  s ta te  
assem bly elections in align­
ment with the  Lok Sabha 
po lls  are  a n ti-dem ocra tic  
and  s tr ike  a t the  roo t o f  
the  constitutional basis o f  
representation and account­
ability. tie  steps to ensure 
that there is no  dev iation  
from sim ultaneous elections 
in the post-synchronisation 
period is .vorse.

Both curtailing o r extend­
ing the life o f  the legislature, 
or, the government, militates 
against the very principle o f  
party-based parliam entary 
democracy and the account­
ability o f  the executive to  the 
legislature.

Further, to have sim ulta­
neous elections and sustain­
ing it would require tamper­
ing  o f  the c o n s titu t io n a l 
schem e o f  a ccoun tab ility  
o f  the  governm ent to  the 
legislature. Under the con­
stitution. if  a  government is 
voted out wi a no-confidence 
motion, cr. loses a vote on 
a money bill, it is bound to 
resign and if  no alternative 
government can be  formed, 
the house is  dissolved and 
a mid-term election is held. 
There is no fixity o f  tenure 
enshrined in the constitution 
either for the Lok Sabha. or

legislators. A fter simultane­
ous elections arc achieved, 
thereafter the principle  o f  
gove rnm en ts accoun tab le  
to the state legislatures and 
the right o f  the  people  to 
have the government o f  their 
choice will be restricted.

We arc seeing how gov­
ernors a rc  behaving in the 
opposition-ruled states vio­
lating the rights o f  the state 
governm ents and  the state 
legislatures. With the chang­
es brought about in the name 
o f  sim ultaneous e lections, 
centralised control will mean 
governors acting a s viceroys 
for the centre.

India has 28 states w ith 
widely varying political and 
social conditions (excluding 
Jammu and Kashm ir which 
w as dism antled as a state). 
The attem pt to  enforce  an 
u n dem ocratic  un ifo rm ity  
is the ideal o f  the RSS BJP 
com bine. The c oncept o f  
'o ne  nation, one  e lec tio n ' 
is sim ilar to their slogan o f  
'one nation, one  language, 
one culture’.

To bring about simultane­
ous elections to parliament 
and state assem blies, there 
will have to be a m ajor con­
stitutional overhaul. There 
will have to  be  amendments 
to the constitution in Article 
83 (duration o f  house), Ar­
ticle 85 (dissolution o f  the 
Lok Sabha). Article 172 (du­
ration o f  state legislatures). 
A rticle 174 (dissolution o f  
sta te  leg isla tures). A rticle  
356  ( fa ilu re  o f  c o n s titu ­
tional machinery) apart from 
am endm ents to  the Repre­
sentation o f  the People Act 
and other Rules.

It is evident that whatever 
the Ram  N ath K ovind-lcd 
c o m m ittee  rec o m m e n d s, 
the implementation o f  these 
constitutional and legal steps 
will take time and they can­
not be implemented in time 
for the  com ing Lok Sabha 
elections. But indications arc 
that the government is go­
ing to  begin the process. A 
special session o f  parliament 
convened from Septem ber 
18 to  22 may see som e an­
nouncement in  this regard.

T he opposition  parties 
should be vigilant and pre­
pare for the M odi govern­
m e n t's  next m ove. They 
should immediately go to the 
people w ith a big campaign 
on how the O NOE is dan­
gerous for dem ocracy and 
federalism. (IPA Service)
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From India to Bharat: Universality 
not Uniformity is India’s Strength

“ Society is unity in diversity
—  G eorge H e rb ert M ead

T he Shillong Tim es
V.JW IW  v..!u ......... U lin .M I-ll MHH< ■). .v-M

B JP ’s in te rn a l sq u ab b lin g
IT took the resignation o f  a fairly young member of 
the BJP in Meghalaya, who because of his profile as 
former ML A and bureaucrat has been defined as a top 
party leader, far charges o f nepotism to be levelled 
against the present State President lirncst Mavvrie. 
HM Shangpliuig who joined the BJPjust before the 
2023 election, contested from the Party and lost by 
a margin o f 955 votes to his rival Olan Singh Suin 
of the United Democratic Party (UDP). Shangpli- 
ang, a former bureaucrat first joined the Congress 
Party after superannuating, contested and won the 
Mawsynram scat in 2018. He was one o f 12 Congress 
MLAs who left the Congress in November 2021 to 
join the Trinaniool Congress (TMC). Within a year in 
December 2022, Shangpliang had joined the BJPand 
is now set to join the National Peoples’ Party (NPP) 
on September 13. Shangpliang is therefore a rolling 
stone and the attention he is getting now at leaving 
the BJP is because the Party is ruling the country 
today and any upset it suffers in any state tends to 
make news. The people o f Meghalaya are too used to 
these political gimmicks to take notice. Here people 
changing pan es is no big deal. It is cold in the op­
position benches but even those benches are out of 
bounds for Shangpliang as he lost the elections. His 
complaint wasthat the State BJP President left him to 
*sit out' withojt any assignment. In his 5-year term 
as M LA o f Mawsynram not much is seen by way of 
development.The road beyond Mawphlang through 
Tyrsad onwards up until Mawsynram is a nightman; 
for those who have to traverse it on a daily basis. 
While it is being presently repaired it has remained 
in a pathetic condition for all o f 5 years and is quite 
a contrast to Dads in Mairang etc., which are well 
maintained.

The BJP in Meghalaya has been trapped in the 
strangle-hold o f Mawrie who has not shown any 
leadership qualities but has, as alleged by Shang- 
pliang, tried to promote himself at the cost o f his 
colleagues. Much was said about Mawrie being re­
moved and replaced by a more capable leader much 
before elections 2023. BJP in charge Meghalaya, Dr 
M Chuba Ao who is also one of the Vice Presidents 
of the BJPhadbcen visiting Meghalaya several times 
in 2022 when the local karyakartas here complained 
to him about Mawrie’s inability to enthuse them or 
to provide the kind of leadership that is needed if 
the BJP is to make headway in Meghalaya. But that 
did not seem to move the BJP bigwigs in Delhi. It 
remains to be seen how the “High Command” of the 
BJP reacts to Shangpliang's desertion.

By D Pyngrope

Xi’s absence 
at G20

By Srikanth Kondupalli

Let t e n  to  the E dito r

In tricac ies  o f 
‘O ne  N ation, 
O ne  E lection’

Editor.
A debate on the future o f  

Indian Federation and De­
mocracy and the conccpt o f  
"One Nation. One Election" 
has persisted in Indian po­
litical discourse for several 
decades and traces its roots 
back to the iilixtion C om ­
mission o f  India report o f  
1983. This visionary conccpt 
was bom out o f a desire to 
streamline the ration's elec­
toral processes and reduce 
their frequency and associ­
ated costs. However, despite 
its  po ten tia l benefits, the 
rood to  holding smultancous 
elections in Inda  is riddled 
with complexities, legal is­
sues and political debates.

Form er Prime M inister 
Ata! Bihari Va payee pas­
sionate ly cham pioned the 
cause in 1999, but legislative 
change  rem ained elusive . 
It w as on ly  in 2017  that 
Niti A ayog released a  docu­
m ent tit led  "Tim eline for 
E lections" which provides 
a practical implementation 
plan. Subsequently, the Law 
C om m ission  o f  India  is ­
sued a draft working paper 
in 2018 w ith an em phasis 
on  legal and constitutional 
aspects. Prime Minister Nar­
cndra Modi alsocmphasizcd 
the need fora comprehensive 
debate on the issac during his 
Independence Day speech 
in 2019. O ver he years, a 
scries o f  all-paity meetings 
and consulta tion have been 
convened  to  exam ine the 
fea s ib ili ty  and m erits  o f  
concurrent elections. Various 
political parties and stake­
holders participated in these 
discussions.

The Parliamentary' Stand­
ing Com mittee ;>n Law and 
Justice examined the issue in 
the year 2020 and sought in­
put from varioui stakehold­
ers. However, it is essential 
to  rea lise  that the  path to  
"O ne N ation , O ne E le c ­

tion" requires constitutional 
amendments. legislation and, 
most importantly, political 
consensus. India's diversity 
and federal structure make 
this a complcx and lengthy 
process. Simultaneous elec­
tions could  challenge the 
autonomy and independence 
o f  sta te  governm ents and 
potentially upset the dclicatc 
balance between the Center 
and the states.

Logistically. conducting 
simultaneous elections in a 
country with a population 
o f  nearly 1.5 billion people 
poses significant challenges. 
Elections are celebrated in 
India a s  a festival o f  d e ­
mocracy, requiring careful 
planning and coordination, 
w hich bccom cs exponen ­
tially morc challenging when 
multiple elections need to be 
held simultaneously. While 
advocates say simultaneous 
e lections could  case voter 
fatigue, others raise concerns 
about information overload. 
Domestic issues can over­
shadow local ones, potential­
ly impairing voters' ability 
to make informed decisions. 
The implementation o f  "One 
N ation. O ne E lection” re ­
quires sweeping changes to 
the Constitution o f  India and 
related sta tutory law s, in ­
cluding Articles S 3.85, 172. 
174 and 356. Achieving this 
requires a two-thirds major­
ity in both houses o f  Pariia- 
mcnt. a formidable political 
endeavour. In addition , it 
calls for a synchronized elec­
tion cycle across different 
levels o f  government, which 
could erode state and local 
au tonom y. Local a u th o r­
ity elections, governed by a 
decentralized system, would 
require legislative changes 
to align with the proposed 
dcctoral cycle. The financial 
and administrative resources 
required for such a transfor­
mation arc enormous. requir­
ing a strong legal framework 
fo r budget a llocation  and 
resource management.

In addition, anti-defection 
laws m ay require changes 
to prevent lawmakers from

It is intriguing to see the 
political turn ofevcnts in our 
country. I for oncc would 
like to make it amply clear 
that 1 am a person who never 
subscribed to any discrimina­
tion o f  persons due to cthnic 
disparity. I am silently ag ­
grieved on the occasions o f  
such discriminations that are 
meted out to  the non- locals 
in the sta te  o r any divide 
amongst citizens on  cthnic 
lines.

The current scenario in die 
Bri u Hynftiew Trep is wor­
risome. I sec an unhealthy 
c o m m unal d iv id e  ta k in g  
p lacc not m erely betw een 
tribals and non-tribals, but 
also amongst tribals. Some 
entities w ith vested interests 
arc now dangerously trying 
to create fissures in our so­
c iety on religious lines with 
dem ents from within that arc 
conniving with the elements 
from outside the sta te  and 
arc trying to be architects o f  
a  M anipur like situation in 
our state.

The Hynftiew TrcpK hasi 
people had lived in harmony 
for centuries am idst differ­
ences o f  c lan sh ip  (K U R ), 
region, dialcct. traditions and 
customs and most recently 
re lig ion . T he bonding  o f  
the Kur; the Hima. the Raid 
and ultim ately the Dorbar 
Shnong is so  ingrained in our 
blood that the religious a l­
teration o f  individuals could 
not in terfere o r divide the 
bonding.

It is pertinent to note that 
the H ynftiew  T rcp  K hasi 
people are a conglomeration 
o f  the clans from across the 
Bri u Hynftiew Trep (Khasi 
Pnar) region that a re  well 
knitted into one Community 
called as above and comprise 
the Khynriam(s), the Pnarfs), 
the Bhoi(s). the War(s). the 
M aram(s), the Lyngam(s) , 
the MawTang(s) and a few 
others and are identified by 
the reg ion  to  w hich they 
belong.

It is  a lso  im portan t to 
note that the Hynftiew Trep 
fo rm  o f  in d ig e n o u s r e l i ­
gion is monotheism and not 
po ly the ism . A ny form  o f  
religious rituals arc carried 
out at the maternal house by 
thc m aternal uncic w ho is 
the c h ic f p riest (cclcbrant)

sw itc h in g  p a rtie s  in line  
w ith the election cycle, thus 
p reserv ing  the essence o f  
the concept. A n increased 
number o f  cases during elec­
tions could also disnipt the 
judicial proccss. Perhaps the 
biggest challenge is achiev­
ing a po litica l consensus 
between d ifferent political 
parties, including regional 
players. Convincing these 
stakeholders to agree to the 
nccc.vsary legal changes is 
a challenging task in itself. 
T he idea o f  "O ne N ation. 
One Election” holds promise 
for streamlining India's elec­
toral processes, but its path is 
fraught with complcx legal, 
logistical and political hur­
dles. How the nation thinks 
about this conccpt remains a  
matter o f  ongoing discussion 
and debate , reflecting  the 
com plex nature o f  India's 
political and constitutional 
landscape.

Yours etc., 
Shimon N. Shullai, 

Via email

In d ia  v e rsu s  
B h a ra t deb ate

Editor,
T h e  n e w s  " In d ia  V s 

Bharat debate sets tongues 
wagging”  ST  September 7, 
2023) made a very interest­
ing reading. The G 20 dinner 
card o f  Rashtrapati Bhawan 
referred to the President o f  
India as ‘President o f  Bharat’ 
rather than President o f  In­
d ia. triggered a debate  on 
the name change o f  India to 
Bharat. Instead o f  dabbling 
into the India vs Bharat de­
bate let Article I o f  the Con­
stitution be  the guiding light. 
The more pressing need for 
the country as a leader o f  
the G 20 is to improve our 
Human Development Index 
from the present position o f 
lXth with an HDI score o f
0.645 among the C«20 coun­
tries by investing in the three 
dimensions o f  human devel­
opm ent: health, education 
and incom e. The possible

and the entire form o f  wor­
sh ip  revolves a round  the 
individual fan ily  only and 
not the entire kur. Rituals 
at different itrata such as 
the Raid or tie  Hima o r the 
K ur take  d ifferen t form s 
and are pcrfonncd with spe­
cific intent io rs o r purposes. 
There an unci: o f  a spccificd 
clan as bestowed by divine 
revelation holds the office 
o f  a cclcbrat ng Priest and 
he carries ou the rituals as 
per customs cm behalf o f  the 
Raid o r the Hima so  on and 
so forth. No one from oulsidc 
the designated clan o r family 
would dare tc interfere with 
the religious activities o f  a 
family o r a clan o r a Raid or 
a Hima lest it leads to  some 
unfortunate ircidcnt.

There m igit be individu­
als w ho wilfully wish to do 
away with customs and prac­
tices that bcfiis the Hynftiew 
Trep for thcit conveniences 
due to individ jal choices and 
no one can stop such persons

in the abscnec o f  codificd 
laws. In such an event the 
Kur is the only entity that 
cou ld  in tervene, that too. 
subject to the willingness o f  
such persons to listen else wc 
must leave such individuals 
to divine judgement.

We arc a r a x  and wc unite 
as one to foster a collective 
effort to strive forward. Wc 
had faced testing times under 
the British who cunningly 
had fooled us in  d ifferent 
ways but coulJ not touch our 
customs and practices. Prior 
to the British wc had hardly 
been touched by the differ­
ent invaders o f the powerful 
k ingdom s. Wc co -ex isted

w ays to  do tfcat arc:
1. Providing univer­

sal and qual tv health care 
services and infrastructure, 
and raising aw areness 
about preventive and cura- 
tive measures.

2. Ensuring universal 
access to  education at all 
levels , and  m proving the 
q u a lity  a nd  re levance  o f  
education ou comes.

3. Creating more and 
better employment opportu­
nities. and reJucing poverty 
and inequality.

4 . S tream lin ing  the 
public finances and target­
ing subsidies to the neediest 
sections o f  the society.

5. Improving the qual­
ity and availability o f  basic 
a m en itie s  s jc h  a s  w ater, 
sanitation, cbctricity, hous­
ing, etc.

6. Evaluating the perfor­
mance and impact o f  various 
social scctor schem es and 
policies, and m aking them 
morc accouniablc and trans­
parent.

Given tha. the per capita 
incom c pos tion o f  India 
among the G20 which stands 
at 15th position o f  $7400 as 
o f  2023. There is a need to 
boost or increase per capita 
incomc by:

1. Increasing  the 
G ross Domestic Product and 
this can be done by improv­
ing education and training, 
investing in  infrastructure 
and tcchnolcgy. promoting 
innovation and entrepreneur­
ship. expanding trade and 
tourism, etc.

2. Reducing population 
grow th rate by im proving 
health care and family p lan­
ning. em pow ering women 
and girls, raiding awareness 
and education.

3. Distributing the 
incomc more equally among 
the people o f  India by iniplc- 
m cnting progressive taxa ­
tion, providing social w el­
fare and security to the needy 
and marginalised section o f  
the  society , strengthening 
labour rights and minimum 
wages. Ensuring that there 
is a low er Gini coefficient

side by side with the neigh­
bouring kingdoms before the 
advent o f  the British. And 
in 1947 our rulers (Syicms, 
Sirdars etc) indiv idually and 
collectively acccdcd into the 
Indian Union amidst shady 
c ircu m stances subject to 
the terms and conditions that 
would apply.

From then on tlic Hynftiew 
T rep People had persisted 
through rough w eather as 
citizcns o f  India. Our agreed 
terms and conditions w ere 
tried to be diluted o r ignored 
with the passage o f  time. Our 
people including the other 
N orth-eastern tribals were/ 
are regularly bullied by the 
dominant racc in almost ev­
ery corner o f  the country. Wc 
are unknown to the masses 
in the  nation and  w e feel 
intim idated alw ays by  the 
majoritarian attitude o f  the 
Indian brethren.

Being a matrilincal soci­
ety the Khasi male is looked 
down upon nol only by our

own but by whoever is aware 
o f  our weak familial bond­
ing. The male members o f  
mainland India that know o f  
our lineage tend to even use 
our system to their advantage 
to  feed th e ir  econom ic o r 
carnal appetites. A glaring 
example o f  w hich is avail­
able about 100 meters from 
the house that I stay. A Khasi 
lady is sheltering a man from 
the other part o f  the country 
in  her house for o v e r  10 
years. He is identified as her 
husband: inc iden ta lly  the 
man already had a wife and 
kids in his native village. His 
kids come for schooling here 
and arc looked after by the

which means less inequality 
and more per capita income 
for the average person.

Yours ctc.
VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

O f n a rro w  
ro ad s  and  

lanes
liditor.
N estled in the western 

part o f  Shillong, formerly a 
pan o f  Mawprcm. Mawbah 
(B arap atha r)  s ta n d s a s a 
densely  popula ted  village 
with a unique charm . This 
village is graced by a single 
narrow access road that spans 
approximately one kilometre 
in length. During the tenure 
o f  Paul Lyngdoh as the 
MLA, this road underwent 
a m odest expansion  w ith  
concretc lining added to one 
side, parallel to its drainage 
system.

A llow  m e to  introduce 
our readers to this seemingly 
petite but bustling village. 
M aw bah (B a ra p a th a r)  is 
home to a  remarkable num­
ber o f  residents, making it 
one o f  the most densely in­
habited localcs in the region. 
Notably, the Khasi Panar Gas 
A gcncy personnel, during 
the ir in troduc to ry  spccch 
while distributing free LPG 
cylinders and stoves under 
the U jjw ala  Schcm c, d is ­
closed that Mawbah (Bara- 
pathar) boasts the highest 
number o f  consumers in the 
vicinity. Refilling the empty 
cylinders o f  households here 
keeps the agcncy occupicd 
fo r 15 to  20  d a y s  ev ery  
month.

M aw bah (B a ra p a th a r)  
proudly em braces its co s­
mopolitan charactcr, where 
people  from  d ive rse  r e li­
gious backgrounds coexist 
ha rm on iously . P lac cs  o f  
worship for various religious 
groups prominently dot the 
v illage  landscape, a lo n g ­
side crem ation and burial 
grounds rep rese n tin g  a ll

lady and they call her aunty. 
This lady even has the guts to 
visit her husband's village in 
the guise o f  an aunty.

Wc the  H ynftiew  T rep 
and the Northeast Indians do 
not m atter to  the mainland 
Indians and their w ords o f  
comfort and encouragements 
do not synchronise with their 
deeds.

Wc thought things have 
changed with the advent o f  
the current Union G overn­
ment w hich show ed som e 
interest in our people and 
our region but wc feel be­
trayed yet again. This time 
the betrayal com cs as a bolt 
from the blue with the move 
to rename our G reat Nation 
from India to Bharat.

As citizens o f  Meghalaya 
and the states o f  the North­
east wc must not subscribe 
to  this move but wc must 
put forward our objections 
in stead Whilst the name may­
be suitable for the rest o f  the 
country, it is not suitable for 
the N ortheast bccausc we 
w ere never under the differ­
ent Rajas and Maharajas at 
any point o f  time before the 
British colonisation. A nd our 
pcoplc/racc have no com ­
mon historical o r religious 
o r customary o r  traditional 
background to  sha re  with 
the different k ingdom s o f  
prc- British o r the pre-in ­
dependent era o f  India. We 
arc different from the rest 
and  our nation is home to 
many c thn ic  com m unities 
that a re  also different from 
the majority therefore let us 
be as wc arc.

I further appeal to all the 
H ynftiew  T rep  p e o p le  to 
wake up and feel the pulse o f  
the dominating majority and 
stand steadfast to the causc 
o f  preserv ing  ou r identity  
before we get submerged in 
the ocean o f  majoritarianism. 
I a lso  appeal to  the other 
N orth -eastern  b rethren  to 
consider this very important 
matter and voicc against it 
before it becomes too laic.

As a na tion  India  had 
done well in many spheres, 
and wc hold our country in 
high regard but imposing on 
us this generalization will Ik  
an act o f  tyranny towards the 
tribals o f  Northeast and the 
cthnic minorities o f  India.

faiths. A notable addition to 
the public amenities during 
Shri Paul Lyngdoh’s urban 
ministership is the clcctric 
c re m ato riu m  s itu a te d  on 
their village outskirts. This 
facility stands a s a testament 
to modem, cco-fricndly cre­
mation practiccs and serves 
as the final resting placc for 
ind iv id u als  from  far and  
wide.

R e sid e n ts  o f  M aw bah 
(B arapathar) arc fortunate 
to have access to  the wcll-rc- 
gardcd government RP Chest 
Hospital elose by. D uring 
Shri Ardhcndu Chaudhuri's 
tenure as MLA. a  substantial 
ove rhead  w ater rese rvo ir 
tank was constructed, sig­
n ific an tly  im prov ing  the 
village 's access to  potable 
w ater. T hanks to  the A r­
dhcndu  C haudhuri T rust, 
free mid-day meals arc pro­
vided nearby daily to those 
in need.

H o w ev e r, the  v illag e  
faccs a p ressin g  concc rn  
due  to  its sole m otorablc 
road. Despite the concrete 
lining on one side, this road 
is gradually narrowing. The 
presence o f  a parallel shal­
low drainage system on the 
opposite side has contributed 
to this issue, with continu­
ous sullagc  w ater erosion 
causing the road to  shrink 
over time. Regrettably, this 
lengthy drain has remained 
unattended for qu ite  som e 
time. Our current MLA has 
made public com m itm ents 
to  transform  the 18 W est 
Shillong Constituency into 
a model one. and we hope 
that the vital lifeline road o f 
Mawbah (Barapathar) will 
soon undergo much-nccdcd 
repairs. Wc pledge to extend 
our full cooperation to  fulfil 
this commitment.

Yours ctc., 
Krishna Chettri

Shillong -2

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on ihis page arc 
the views of the writers 
authors and not that of 
t  h e  Shillong  tim es

A week before the mega 
event in New Delhi, China’s 
P residen t Xi J in p in g  a n ­
nounced that he would not 
be able to  nakc it to the G20 
m eeting, the most pow er­
ful econom ic grouping in 
the  w orld  today. C h in a ’s 
foreign ministry stated that 
instead o f  Xi, his protege and 
number two in the Chinese 
political hcrarchy Premier 
Li Qiang •vould attend the 
meeting.

No reasjns for X i’s deci­
sion have been made public 
thus givingrisc to speculation 
surroundirg his ill health, 
severe domestic economic 
woes, intensification o f  po­
litica l faciional struggles, 
dismissal v f  foreign minister 
Qin Gang, armed stalemate 
on the borders w ith India 
since the Galwan incident in 
June 2020and the release o f  
maps showcasing irredentist 
c laim s, spite o f  India, the 
deb ilita ting  U kraine c on ­
flict. and China's military 
advcnturism.

Speculation is rife about 
th e  h c a l t i  c o n d itio n  o f  
P resident Xi Jinp ing  who 
has a penchant fo r  c o n ­
duc ting  n-cga even ts and 
g o in g  on fo re ign  ja u n ts . 
T he pandcm ic m ay have 
dam pened  these outreach 
programmes. This year, for 
instance, Xi visited Moscow 
in March and Johannesburg 
la st m onth, sk ipp ing  the 
S o u th ea st A sian  sum m it 
meetings, G 20 and others. 
Xi ev en skipped the BRICS 
B usiness Forum  m eeting  
a t Johann ;sbu rg . C h in a 's  
opaque system , how ever, 
docs not p;rmit scrutiny o f  
its political leaders.

A more plausible reason 
for X i's absence at the G20 
m eeting  is trac cd  to  the 
worsening econom ic woes 
ofChina. While China main­
tained an average economic 
grow th raic o f  10 percent 
during the Deng Xiaoping- 
Jiang Zcm in-llu Jintao era. 
it has c o n c  dow n to 3.3 
percent last year. This year, 
China's parliament proposed 
a 5 percen t g row th  rate . 
H owever, the PMI indica­
to rs -  m easuring factory- 
output -  ate low in the first 
two quartets o f  this year. The 
pandcm ic  that o rig inated  
in  Wuhan and the policies 
thereafter, proved to be  di­
sastrous. Rati estate -  which 
consumed nearly 11 percent 
o f  the na tion 's econom ic 
output -  is in a state o f  d is­
array. affecting hundreds o f  
millions of savings.

A s pointed out by the 
Japanese  new spaper N ik­
kei, economic mismanage­
ment led to the intensifica­
tion o f  intra-party factional 
strugg les. Prev iously , Xi 
decimated the rival factions 
in the communist party • no­
tably the Communist Youth 
League - at the last year’s 
20th party  congress, thus 
disturbing the delicatc po ­
litical balancc in the party. 
It was reported that the party 
“elders" criticised Xi at the 
Beidaihe meeting or "sum ­
mer summit" held annually 
in Hebei province.

While personal scandals 
surrounding the then foreign 
minister Qin Gang allegedly 
with media personality Fu 
Xiaotian arc said to  be re­
sponsible for his dismissal 
from office, politica l fac­
tiona l s tru g g le s  a re  a lso  
am ong  th ; m ain reasons 
in this cpiiodc given Qin's 
proximity to Xi. M ore such 
political dismissals could be 
cxpcctcd in China.

In fact, a number o f  high- 
level party cadres arc under 
"investigation" recently -  a 
euphemism for corruption 
o r other scandals. Religious 
affairs licad Cui Maohu was 
sackcd  for tak ing  bribes. 
A dm iral Chen D ongfang, 
the  head  o f  the m ilita ry  
court w as dism issed. C ur­
rent defence minister Gen 
Li Shangfu is also said to  be 
under "investigation”.

X i’s absence from  the 
Delhi G 20 meet is also be­
ing traced to the "abnormal" 
bilateral rcations with India 
since  the Chinese military 
m arched into Aksai Chin- 
Ladakh area in  late 2019

disregarding the thrcc-dc- 
cadc  confidence  bu ild ing  
measures betw een the two 
countries. China’s military 
forays also resulted in the 
killing o f  20 Indian soldiers 
on June 15,2020  that marred 
bilateral relations. Despite 
the p rom ise  in  February
2021 by the tw o dcfcncc 
m inistries for "d isengage­
ment and de-escalation" in 
"all friction points”  across 
this border, and despite 19 
Corps Com m anders m eet­
ing. the issue  is s ti ll not 
resolved. China’s M inistry 
o f  Natural Resources releas­
ing a  few- days ago a modi­
fied m ap and renam ing o f 
place names in the eastern 
and western sectors o f  the 
border further vitiated the 
atmosphere.

While the G 20 is a mul­
tilateral initiative  and the 
Galwan incident is a bilat­
eral issue, the atmospherics 
betw een the tw o countries 
remains tense. The Galwan 
incident influenced the per­
cep tion  o f  both countries 

spilling over into negative 
perceptions earned forward 
at multilateral fora like the 
BRICS and G20.

Tensions in bilateral re­
la tions have sp illed  over 
into the multilateral domain 
and it is suggested that Xi 
skipped the G 20 meeting to 
belittle India. Such tenden­
cies indeed are  noticeable 
recently in  China. For in­
stance, former foreign min­
ister Yang Jicchi tried to  shut 
dow n the Southeast Asian 
c o u n trie s  by  sa y in g  that 
they arc “sm all” and China 
is "big”  -  exhibiting coer­
cive diplomatic tendencies. 
President Xi him self chided 
the Canadian Prime Minister 
at the Bali summit meeting 
o f th cG 2 0  last year.

I f  the D dh i G 20 meeting 
is seen as a coming out party 
for India's rise in the inter­
national system, then China, 
the second largest economy 
in th e  w orld and  stak ing  
claims for Asian and global 
leade rsh ip , n e ed s  to  ac t. 
W hile the jo in t statements 
betw een India and China 
mentioned support for the 
"simultaneous rise" o f  these 
two countries, that remains 
elusive. China began invest­
ing in "failing States” rather 
than in a rising India with 
gco-political considerations 
overweighting lucrative gco- 
cconomic prospects.

Given the growing power 
d ifferen tia ls  and C h in a ’s 
g lobal hcgcm on ic  a m b i­
tions. it is  a lso  observed  
that Xi attends mega events 
where his country has some 
clout and  skips those that 
could put China in a light 
spotlight and raise questions 
related to accountability and 
responsibility. Selective ap­
pearances could enhance the 
aura o f  an emerging "Middle 
Kingdom" o r so the Chinese 
leaders think.

T he o n g o in g  U kra ine  
conflict is another reason for 
Xi skipping thcG 20 meeting 
at Delhi. The previous Bali 
summit proved to be the bat­
tle ground for major power 
rivalry and it spilled over 
into the various m eetings 
held in India in the last one 
year. When president Putin 
is not present at the Delhi 
G20. X i’s presence could 
only attract severe criticism 
regarding "limitless partner­
ship”  w ith R ussia. China 
was isolated internationally 
in the 1950s and 1960s and 
X i's Delhi G 20 appearance 
held such prospects. Wisely. 
Xi has deflected the "nega­
tive force” by skipping the 
Delhi G 20 meeting.

While the absence o f  the 
leader o f  the 2nd largest 
economy is being felt at the 
New Delhi G20. X i's second 
in command is attending the 
meeting. Even though Pre­
mier Li Qiang is a novice in 
the Chinese political system 
"helicoptered ' directly into 
the h ighe r reaches, he is 
known to favour globalisa­
tion, a  key G 20 issue.

(Dr. S r ik a n th  K onda-  
/m lli is D ean o f  the  School 
o f  I n te rn a tio n a l S tud ies . 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer­
sity) (Syndicate: The B il­
lion Press) (email:editor(fi 
thehillionpress.org)

“We are a  race a nd  we unite as one to 
foster a collective effort to strive forward. 

We ha d  fa ce d  testing times under the British 
who cunningly had fo o led  us in different 
ways hut could  not touch our customs and  

practices. Prior to the British we had  hardly  
been touched by the different invaders o f  the  

pow erful kingdoms. ”
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Kissing your pet? Risk of disease is small but real
Tips for good hygiene

O  Washing your hands after playing with your pet 
and after handling (heir bedding, toys, or cleaning up 
faeces

O  Not allowing your pets to lick your face or open 
wounds

O  Supervising young children when they are playing 
with pets and when washing their hands after playing 
with pets

O  Wearing gloves When changing litter trays or 
cleaning aquariums

O  Wetting bird cage surfaces when cleaning to 
minimise aerosols

O  Keeping pets out of the kitchen (especially cats 
who can jump onto food preparation surfaces)

O  Keeping up to date with preventative veterinary 
care, including vaccinations and worm and tick 
treatments

O  Seeking veterinary care if you think your pet is 
unwell.

O u r  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  p e ts  
h a s  c h a n g e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  
in  r c c c n t  d e c a d e s .  P e t 

o w n e r s h ip  is  a t a n  a l l - t im e  h ig h , 
w ith  a  r c c c n t  s u rv e y  f in d in g  69%  
o f  A u s tr a l ia n  h o u s e h o ld s  h a v e  a t 
le a s t  o n e  p e t.  Wc s p e n d  an  e s t i ­
m a te d  $ 2 0  b i l l io n  e v e r y  y e a r  on  
c a r in g  f o r  o u r  fu r  b a b ie s .

W h ile  o w n ia g  a p e t is  l in k e d  
to  n u m e ro u s  m e n ta l a n d  p h y s i ­
c a l  h e a l th  b e n e f i ts ,  o u r  p e ts  c a n  
a l s o  h a rb o u r  in f e c t io u s  d is e a s e s  
th a t  c a n  s o m e t im e s  b e  p a s s e d  
o n  to  u s . F o r  m o s t  p e o p le ,  th e  
r i s k  is  lo w .

B u t s o m e , su c h  a s  p r e g n a n t  
p e o p le  a n d  th o se  w ith  w e a k e n e d  
im m u n e  s y s te m s , a re  a t  g r e a te r  
r i s k  o f  g e t t i n g  s ic k  f ro m  a n i ­
m a ls .  S o . i t ' s  im p o r ta n t to  kn o w  
th e  r is k s  a n d  ta k e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e ­
c a u t io n s  to  p r e v e n t  in f e c t io n s .

W H A T  D IS E A S E S  
C A N  P E T S  C A R R Y ?

I n f e c t io u s  d is e a s e s  th a t m o v e  
f r o m  a n i m a l s  to  h u m a n s  a r e  
c a l l e d  z o o n o t i c  d i s e a s e s  o r
7nnniK i<« M on’ th a n  70  p a th o ­
g e n s  o f  c o m p a n io n  a n im a l s  a rc  
k n o w n  to  b e  t r a n s m i s s i b l e  to  
p e o p le .

S o m e t im e s ,  a p e t th a t  h a s  a 
z o o n o t i c  p a th o g e n  m a y  lo o k  
s i c k .  B u t o f te n  t h e r e  m a y  b e  
n o  v i s i b l e  s y m p to m s ,  m a k in g  
i t  e a s i e r  f o r  y o u  to  c a t c h  i t ,  
b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n 't  s u s p e c t  y o u r  
p e t  o f  h a rb o u r in g  g e rm s .

Z o o n o s e s  c an  b e  t r a n s m i t te d  
d i r e c t l y  f ro m  p e ts  to  h u m a n s ,  
su c h  a s  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  w ith  
s a l iv a ,  b o d i ly  f lu id s  a n d  f a c c c s ,  
o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  s u c h  a s  t h r o u g h  
c o n ta c t  w ith  c o n ta m in a te d  b e d ­
d in g .  s o i l ,  fo o d  o r  w a te r .

S t u d i e s  s u g g e s t  th e  p r e v a ­
le n c e  o f  p e t- a s s o c ia te d  z o o n o s e s  
is  low . H o w ev e r, th e  tru e  n u m b e r  
o f  in f e c t io n s  is l ik e ly  u n d e r e s t i ­
m a te d  s in c e  m a n y  z o o n o s e s  a rc  
n o t  “ n o t i f i a b l e " ,  o r  m a y  h a v e  
m u l t ip le  e x p o s u re  p a th w a y s  o r  
g e n e r ic  sy m p to m s .

D o g s  a n d  c a ts  a re  m a jo r  r e s ­
e r v o i r s  o f  z o o n o t ic  i n f e c t io n s  
( m e a n in g  th e  p a th o g e n s  n a t u ­
r a l l y  l iv e  in  th e i r  p o p u la t i o n )  
c a u s e d  b y  v i r u s e s ,  b a c t c r i a ,  
f u n g i a n d  p a ra s i te s .  In e n d e m ic  
r e g io n s  in  A fr ic a  a n d  A s ia ,  d o g s  
a r e  th e  m a in  s o u r c c  o f  r a b i e s  
w h ic h  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  th r o u g h

s a l iv a .
D o g s  a l s o  c o m m o n ly  c a r r y  

C a p n o c y t o p h a g a  b a c t c r i a  in  
t h e i r  m o u th s  a n d  s a l iv a ,  w h ic h  
c a n  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  p e o p le  
th r o u g h  c lo s e  c o n ta c t  o r  b i te s .  
T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p le  
w o n 't  g e t s ic k , bu t th e s e  b a c tc r ia  
c a n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c a u s e  i n f e c ­
t io n s  in  p e o p le  w ith  w e a k e n e d  
im m u n e  s y s t e m s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  
s e v e r e  i l l n e s s  a n d  s o m e t im e s  
d e a th .  J u s t  l a s t  w e e k ,  s u c h  a 
d e a th  w as  r e p o r te d  in  W e s te rn  
A u s t r a l ia .

C a t - a s s o c i a t e d  z o o n o s e s  i n ­
c l u d e  a n u m b e r  o f  i l l n e s s e s  
s p r e a d  b y  th e  f a e c a l - o ra l  r o u te ,  
s u c h  a s  g i a r d i a s i s ,  c a m p y lo b a c -  
t c r io s is .  s a lm o n e llo s is  a n d  to x o ­
p la s m o s is .  T h is  m e a n s  i t ' s  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t  to  w a sh  y o u r  
h a n d s  o r  u s e  g lo v e s  w h e n e v e r

h a n d l in g  y o u r  c a t ' s  l i t t e r  t r a y .
C a ts  c a n  a ls o  s o m e tim e s  t r a n s ­

m it in f e c t io n s  th r o u g h  b i te s  a n d  
s c r a t c h e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  a p t ly  
n a m e d  c a t s c ra tc h  d is e a s e , w h ic h  
i s  c a u s e d  by  th e  b a c te r iu m  B a r ­
to n e l la  h e n s e la e .

B o th  d o g s  a n d  c a ts  a rc  a l s o  
r e s e r v o i r s  f o r  m e t h i c i l l i n - r c -  
s i s t a n t  b a c tc r iu m  S ta p h y lo c o c ­
c u s  a u re u s  (M R S A ) . w ith  c lo s e  
c o n t a c t  w i th  p e t s  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  an  im p o r ta n t  r isk  f a c to r  fo r  
z o o n o t ic  t r a n s m is s io n .

B IR D S , T U R T L E S
& F I S H  C A N  A L S O  

T R A N S M I T  D IS E A S E

B ut i t ' s  no t j u s t  d o g s  a n d  c a ts  
th a t  c a n  s p r e a d  d is e a s e s  to  h u ­
m a n s . P e t b ir d s  c a n  o c c a s io n a l ly  
t r a n s m i t  p s i t ta c o s is .  a b a c te r i a l

i n f e c t io n  w h ic h  c a u s e s  p n e u m o ­
n ia .  C o n ta c t  w ith  p e t tu r t l e s  h a s  
b e e n  l in k e d  to  S a lm o n e lla  in f e c ­
t io n s  in  h u m a n s , p a r t i c u la r l y  in  
y o u n g  c h i ld r e n .  E v e n  p e t  f is h  
h a v e  b e e n  l in k e d  to  a r a n g e  o f  
b a c te r i a l  in f e c t io n s  in  h u m a n s , 
in c lu d in g  v ib r io s i s ,  m y c o b a c te -  
r i o s i s  a n d  s a lm o n e l lo s is .

C l o s e  c o n ta c t  w i th  a n im a l s
a n d  s o m e  b e h a v io u r s  in  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  i n c r e a s e  th e  r is k  o f  
z o o n o t ic  t r a n s m is s io n .  A s tu d y  
f ro m  th e  N e th e r la n d s  f o u n d  h a l f  
o f  o w n e r s  a l lo w e d  p e ts  to  lic k  
t h e i r  f a c e s ,  a n d  18%  a l lo w e d  
d o g s  to  s h a re  th e i r  b e d . (S h a r in g  
a  b e d  in c r e a s e s  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  
e x p o s u re  to  p a th o g e n s  c a r r i e d  by 
p e ts .)  T h e  s a m e  s tu d y  fo u n d  4 5 %  
o f  c a t  o w n e r s  a l lo w e d  th e i r  c a t  
to  ju m p  o n to  th e  k i tc h c n  s in k .

K i s s in g  p e te  h a s  a l s o  b e e n

lin k e d  to  o c c a s io n a l  z o o n o t ic  
in f e c t io n s  in  pe t o w n e r s .  In  o n e  
e a s e ,  a w o m a n  in  J a p a n  d e v e l ­
o p e d  m e n in g i t i s  d u e  to  P a s te u r -  
c l la  m u l t ic o d a  in f e c t io n ,  a f t e r  
r e g u la r ly  k is s in g  h e r  d o g 's  fa c c . 
T h e s e  b a c te r i a  a re  o f te n  f o u n d  
in  th e  o r a l  c a v i t i e s  o f  d o g s  a n d  
c a ts .

Y o u n g  c h i ld r e n  a r e  a lso  m o re  
l ik e ly  to  e n g a g e  in  b e h a v io u r s  
w h ic h  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  r i s k  o f  
g e t t in g  s ic k  f ro m  a n im a l -b o r n e  
d is e a s e s  s u c h  a s  p u t t i n g  th e i r  
h a n d s  in  th e i r  m o u th  a f te r  to u c h ­
in g  p e ts .  C h i ld re n  a rc  a ls o  le s s  
l ik e ly  to  w ash  th e i r  h a n d s  p r o p ­
e r ly  a f t e r  h a n d lin g  p e ts .

A lth o u g h  a n y b o d y  w ho c o m e s  
in to  c o n t a c t  w i th  a  z o o n o t i c  
p a th o g e n  v ia  th e i r  p e t  c a n  b e ­
c o m e  s i c k ,  c e r t a i n  p e o p le  a rc  
m o re  l ik e ly  to  s u f f e r  fro m  s e r i ­

o u s  i l l n e s s .  T h e s e  p e o p le  i n ­
c lu d e  th e  y o u n g ,  o ld .  p r e g n a n t  
a n d  im m u n o s u p p re s s c d .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  m o s t  
p e o p le  in f e c te d  w ith  th e  to x o ­
p la s m o s is  p a r a s i te  w il l  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  o n ly  m ild  i l l n e s s ,  i t  c a n  be  
l i f e - th r e a t e n in g  o r  c a u s c  b ir th  
d e f e c t s  in  f o e tu s e s .

W H A T  I F  I ’ M  W O R R I E D  
A B O U T  C A T C H I N G  A 

D IS E A S E  F R O M  M Y  P E T ?

I t  is  e s p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t  fo r  
th o s e  w-ho a re  a t a h ig h e r  r is k  o f  
i l l n e s s  to  ta k e  p r e c a u t io n s  to  r e ­
d u c e  th e i r  e x p o s u re  to  z o o n o t ic  
p a th o g e n s .  A n d  i f  y o u 'r e  th in k ­
in g  a b o u t  g e t t in g  a p e t .  a sk  y o u r  
v e t  w h ic h  ty p e  o f  a n im a l  w o u ld  
b e s t  s u i t  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m ­
s ta n c e s .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

The great white 
migration in the 
Rainbow Nation

S o u th  A fr ic a  i s  r e n o w n e d  fo r  h a v in g  o n e  o f  
th e  w o r l d 's  b ig g e s t  p o p u la t i o n s  o f  g r e a t  
w h ite  sh a rk s  ( C a rc h a r o d o n  c a r c h a r i a s ) .  S u b ­

s t a n t ia l  d e c l in e s  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e rv e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
in  p la c c s  w h e re  th e  s h a r k s  n o r m a l ly  g a th e r  on  
th e  c o a s t  o f  th e  W e s te rn  C a p e  p r o v in c e .  S h a rk s  
c o n g r e g a t e  a t  th e s e  lo c a t i o n s  to  f e e d ,  in t e r a c t  
s o c ia l ly ,  o r  re s t.

In  C a p e  T o w n , s k i l le d  " s h a r k  sp o tte r s '*  d o c u ­
m e n te d  a p e ak  o f  o v e r  3 0 0  g r e a t  w h i te  s h a rk  
s ig h t in g s  a c r o s s  e ig h t  b e a c h e s  in  201 I . b u t h a v e  
r e c o rd e d  no  s ig h t in g s  s in c c  2 0 1 9 . T h e s e  d e c l in e s  
h a v e  s p a rk e d  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t th e  o v e ra l l  c o n s e r v a ­
t io n  s ta tu s  o f  the  s p c c ic s .

C o n s e r v in g  g re a t  w h ite  s h a rk s  is  v i ta l  b e c a u s c  
th e y  h a v e  a p iv o ta l  r o le  in  m a r in e  e c o s y s t e m s .  
A s to p  p r e d a to r s ,  th e y  h e lp  m a in ta in  th e  h e a l th  
a n d  b a la n c e  o f  m a r in e  fo o d  w e b s . T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  
in f lu e n c e s  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  o th e r  m a r in e  a n im a l s ,  
a f f c c t i n g  th e  e n t i r e  e c o s y s t e m 's  s t r u c tu r e  a n d  
s ta b i l i ty .

M a r i n e  b i o l o g i s t s  l i k e  u s  n e e d e d  to  k n o w  
w h e th e r  th e  d e c lin e  in  sh a rk  n u m b e rs  in  th e  W e s t­
e rn  C a p e  in d ic a t e d  c h a n g e s  in  th e  w h o le  S o u th  
A f r ic a n  p o p u la t io n  o r  w h e t h e r  th e  s h a r k s  h a d  
m o v e d  to  a  d i f f e r e n t  lo c a t io n .

T o  in v e s t ig a te  th i s  p r o b le m , w c  u n d e r to o k  an  
e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  u s in g  d a ta  c o l lc c tc d  by  s c ie n t i s t s ,  
to u r  o p e ra to r s  and  s h o r e  a n g le r s .  W e e x a m in e d  th e  
t r e n d s  o v e r  tim e in a b u n d a n c e  a n d  s h i f t s  in  d i s t r i ­
b u t io n  a c r o s s  ih e  s h a r k s ' S o u th  A fr ic a n  ra n g e .

O u r  in v e s t ig a t io n  r e v e a le d  s ig n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­
e n c e s  in  th e  a b jn d a n c c  a t p r im a ry  g a th e r in g  s ite s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  d c c l in c s  a t  s o m e  lo c a t i o n s :  o th e r s  
s h o w x d  in c re a s e s  o r  s ta b i l i t y .  O v e r a l l ,  th e re  a p ­
p e a r s  to  be  a s ta b le  t r e n d . T h is  s u g g e s ts  th a t w h ite  
s h a rk  n u m b e rs  h a v e  r e m a in e d  c o n s ta n t  s in c c  th e y  
w e r e  g iv e n  p r o te c t io n  in  1991 .

L o o k in g  a t  t i c  p o te n t ia l  c h a n g e  in  th e  d i s t r i b u ­
t io n  o f  s h a rk s  b e tw e e n  lo c a t io n s ,  w c  d is c o v e r e d  a 
s h i f t  in  h u m a n -s h a r k  in te r a c t i o n s  f ro m  th e  W e s t­
e rn  C 'apc  to  the  E a s te r n  C a p e . M o re  r e s e a r c h  is  
r e q u i r e d  to  b e  s u r e  w h e th e r  th e  s h a rk s  th a t  v a n ­
i s h e d  f ro m  th e  W e s te rn  C a p e  a rc  th e  s a m e  s h a rk s  
d o c u m e n te d  a lo n g  th e  E a s te r n  C a p e .

T h e  s ta b le  p o p u la t io n  o f  w h i te  s h a r k s  is  r e a s ­
s u r in g ,  b u t  the  d is t r i b u t io n  s h i f t  i n t r o d u c e s  i ts  
o w n  c h a l le n g e s ,  s u c h  a s  th e  r is k  p o s e d  by  f i s h ­
e r i e s .  a n d  th e  n e e d  f o r  b e a c h  m a n a g e m e n t .  So  
th e r e  i s  a n e ed  f o r  b e t t e r  m o n i to r in g  o f  w h e re  
th e  s h a rk s  a rc .

F a c t o r s  in f lu e n c in g  s h a r k  m o v e m e n t s

We r e c o rd e d  th e  b ig g e s t  c h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  20 1 5  
a n d  2 0 2 0 . F o r  e x a m p le , a t S e a l I s la n d .  F a ls e  B ay  
(W e s te rn  C a p e] , sh a rk  s ig h t in g s  d e c l in e d  from  2.5 
s ig h t in g s  p e r  l o u r  in 2 0 0 5  to  0 .6  in  2 0 1 7 . S h i f t ­
in g  e a s tw a rd  tc  A lg o a  B ay , in  2 0 1 3 . sh o re  a n g le r s  
c a u g h t  o n ly  s ic  in d iv id u a l  s h a r k s .  B y  2 0 1 9 . th is  
f ig u r e  h a d  r is e n  to  5 9 .

T h e  c h a n g c s  a t e a c h  s i t e  a rc  c o m p le x ,  h o w ­
e v e r .  U n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  p a t te r n s  r e m a in s  c h a l ­
le n g in g .

T h e s e  p r e d a to r s  c a n  l iv e  f o r  m o re  th a n  70  y e a r s . 
E a c h  l i f e  s ta g e  c o m c s  w ith  d i s t i n c t  b e h a v io u r s :  
j u v e n i l e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  m a le s ,  t e n d  to  s ta y  c lo s e  to

th e  c o a s t l i n e ,  w h ile  s u b - a d u l t s  a n d  a d u l t s ,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  f e m a le s ,  v e n tu re  o f f s h o r e .

E n v i r o n m e n ta l  f a c to r s  l ik e  w a te r  te m p e r a tu re ,  
lu n a r  p h a s e , s e a s o n  a n d  fo o d  a v a i la b i l i ty  f u r th e r  
in f lu e n c e  th e i r  m o v e m e n t p a t te r n s .

C h a n g e s  in  th e  c l im a tc  a n d  o c c a n  o v e r  e x te n d e d  
p e r io d s  m ig h t a l s o  c o m e  in to  p la y .

A s  a d a p ta b le  p r e d a to r s ,  th e y  ta rg e t  a  w id e  ra n g e  
o f  p re y  a n d  th r iv e  in  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  te m p e r a ­
tu re s .  w ith  a p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  14 2 4 °C . T h e ir  m ig r a ­

to r y  n a tu re  a l lo w s  th e m  to  s e e k  o p tim a l  c o n d it io n s  
w h e n  f a c e d  w ith  u n f a v o u r a b le  e n v i ro n m e n ts .

P r e d a t i o n  o f  s h a r k s  b y  k i l l e r  w h a le s

T h e  m o v e m e n t c o m p le x i ty  d e e p e n s  w ith  th e  i n ­
v o lv e m e n t  o f  s p e c ia l i s t  k i l l e r  w h a le s  w ith  a ta s te  
fo r  s h a rk  l iv e r s .  R e c e n tly ,  th e s e  a p e x  p r e d a to r s  
h a v e  b e e n  o b s e rv e d  p r e y in g  o n  w h i te ,  s c v c n g il l  
a n d  b r o n z e  w h a le r  s h a rk s .

C a se s  w e re  f i r s t  d o c u m e n te d  in  2 0 1 5  a lo n g  the  
S o u th  A f r ic a n  c o a s t ,  c o in c id i n g  w ith  s ig n i f ic a n t  
b e h a v io u r a l  s h i f t s  in  w h ite  s h a r k s  w i th in  G a n -  
sb a a i  a n d  F a ls e  B ay .

A lth o u g h  a d i r c c t  c a u s c - a n d - c f f c c t  lin k  is  no t 
f i rm ly  e s ta b l is h e d ,  o b s e rv a t io n s  a n d  tr a c k in g  d a ta  
s u p p o r t  th e  n o t io n  o f  a d i s t i n c t  f l ig h t  r e s p o n s e  
a m o n g  w h ite  s h a r k s  f o l lo w in g  c o n f i r m e d  p r e d a ­
t io n  in c id e n ts .

M o re  r e c e n t ly ,  it  w a s  c le a r  th a t  in  M o ssc l B ay , 
w h en  a k i l l e r  w h a le  pod  k i l l e d  a t le a s t  th r e e  w h ite  
s h a rk s ,  th e  r e m a in in g  s h a rk s  w e re  p r o m p te d  to  
le a v e  th e  a re a .

S u r v iv a l  a n d  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  s h a r k s

T h e  r isk  la n d s c a p e  f o r  w h ite  s h a r k s  is  c o m ­
p le x . A s tu d y  p u b lis h e d  in  2 0 2 2  sh o w e d  a n o ta b le  
o v e r la p  o f  w h ite  s h a r k s  w ith  l o n g l in c  a n d  g i l l n c t  
f is h e r ie s ,  e x te n d in g  a c r o s s  25%  o f  S o u th  A f r i c a ’s 
E x c lu s iv e  E c o n o m ic  Z o n e . T h e  s h a r k s  s p e n t  15%  
o f  th e i r  t im e  e x p o s e d  to  th e s e  f i s h e r ie s .

T h e  h ig h e s t  w h ite  s h a rk  c a tc h c s  w e r e  r e p o r te d  
in  K w a Z u lu - N a ta l ,  a v e r a g in g  a r o u n d  32  p e r  y e a r . 
T h is  e m p h a s is e d  th e  n e ed  to  c o m b in e  sh a rk  m o v e ­
m e n t w th  r e l i a b l e  c a tc h  r e c o r d s  to  a s s e s s  r is k s  
to  sh a rk  p o p u la t io n s .

A s  s k a rk  m o v e m e n t p a t t e r n s  s h i f t  e a s tw a r d ,  
th e  p o te n t ia l  c h a n g e  in  r is k  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  
I n c r e a s e d  o v e r la p  b e tw e e n  w h ite  s h a r k s ,  s h a rk  
n e ts ,  d n m l l n e s  ( b a i t e d  h o o k s )  a n d  g l l l n c t s  m ig h t 
in c re a s e  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  c a p tu r e s .

B e ae li s a f e ty  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a d a p t a t i o n

A lth o u g h  sh a rk  b i te s  r e m a in  a lo w  r is k , c h a n g ­
in g  sh a rk  m o v e m e n ts  c o u ld  a l s o  in f lu e n c e  b e a c h  
s a fe ty .  T he p r e s e n c e  o f  s h a r k s  c a n  in f lu e n c e  h u ­
m a n  a c t iv i t ie s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  p o p u la r  s w im m in g  
a n d  w a te r  s p o r t s  a r e a s .  A d ju s t i n g  e x is t in g  s h a rk  
m a n a g e m e n t  s t r a t e g i c s  m ig h t  b e  n c c c s s a r y  a s  
d is t r ib u t io n s  c h a n g e .

I n c r e a s e d  s ig n a g e ,  te m p o r a r y  b e a c h  c lo s u r e s ,  
o r  im p r o v e d  e d u c a t io n  a b o u t  s h a rk  b e h a v io u r  
m ig h t be  n e e d e d .

In C a p e  T o w n , fo r  e x a m p le , s h a rk  s p o t t e r s  h a v e  
a d ju s te d  th e i r  e f f o r t s  on  s p e c i f ic  b e a c h e s . F o l ­
lo w in g  tw o  f a ta l  s h a rk  i n c id e n t s  in  2 0 2 2 . th e i r  
p ro g ra m m e  e x p a n d e d  to  P l e t t c n b e r g  B ay . A n e c ­
d o ta l e v id e n c e  h ig h l ig h ts  a d d it io n a l  E a s te r n  C ape  
lo c a tio n s  w h e re  s u r fe r s  a n d  d iv e r s  e n c o u n te r  m o re  
w h ite  sh a rk s  th a n  b e fo r e .

E n h a n c e d  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  
lo n g - t e r m  p r o g r a m m e s

F u r th e r  r e s e a r c h  is  r e q u ir e d  to  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  
f a c to r s  b e h in d  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  s h a rk s  a n d  th e i r  
im p a c t  ^n d i s t r i b u t io n  o v e r  s p a c e  a n d  tim e . O u r  
s tu d y  u n d e rs c o re s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s t a n d a r d i s ­
in g  dat<. c o l le c t io n  m e th o d s  to  g e n e r a te  r e l i a b le  
a b u n d a n c e  s t a t i s t i c s  a c r o s s  t h e i r  e n t i r e  r a n g e . 
O th e r  c o u n t r i e s  s u f f e r  f ro m  th e  s a m e  p r o b le m .

A d d i io n a l ly .  w c  p r o p o s e  e s t a b l i s h in g  lo n g ­
te rm  m o n ito r in g  p r o g ra m m e s  a lo n g  th e  E a s te rn  
C a p e  a r d  c o n t in u in g  w-ork to  r e d u c e  th e  n u m b e r  
o f  sh a rk  d e a th s .  (T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )
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Unique Moscow may be new go-to 
European destination for Indians

Bv S ud ln in sT u  K . P andcv

N e s t l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  v a s t  
e x p a n s e  o f  E u r a s ia  l i e s  
a la n d  o f  r e m a r k a b le  d i ­

v e r s i ty .  w h e r e  h is to ry ,  c u l tu r e ,  
a n d  n a tu ra l  b e a u ty  c o n v e r g e  to  
c re a te  a ta p e s t ry  o f  w o n d e r s ,  a n d  
R u s s ia 's  c a p i ta l  M o sc o w  is  ho m e  
to  so m e  ic o n ic  la n d m a r k s .

S t .  B a s i l  C a th e d ra l on  th e  R ed  
S q u a re  is  p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t  r e c ­
o g n is a b le  b u i ld in g  in  M o sc o w . 
I t 's  b r e a th - ta k in g  a t  n ig h t  w h e n  
b u i ld in g s  a re  i l l u m in a te d .

A d ja c e n t  to  it is th e  K re m lin , 
th e  s c a t  o f  th e  R u s s i a n  g o v ­
e rn m e n t ;  th e n  th e re  is  B o ls h o i  
T h e a t r e ,  r e n o w n e d  f o r  c la s s ic a l  
b a l le t  a n d  o p e ia  p e r f o rm a n c e s ;  
th e  G o rk y  P a rk , a s tu n n in g  u rb an  
l a n d s c a p e  w ith  w a l k in g  p a th s  
- t h e s e  a lo n g  w i th  p a r a d e  o f  
d e c o r a te d  a n d  b r ig h t ly  l i t  b o a ts  
f lo a t in g  a lo n g  the  r iv e r  M o sk v a  
c a n  b e  p e r f e c t  s i t e s  f o r  I n d ia n s  
w h o  th in k  o f  p la n n in g  a  h o l id a y  
in  E u r o p e .

T h e  M o s c o w  C i t y  T o u r i s m  
C o m m it te e  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a s e ­
r ie s  o f  m e a s u r e s  to  w o o  In d ia n  
to u r i s t s  w h o  w e re  r e lu c t a n t  to  
g o  to  th e  c i ty  in th e  w a k e  o f  th e  
U k r a in e  c o n f l i c t .  A f t e r  i n t r o ­
d u c in g  c - v i s a s .  R u s s ia  i s  n o w  
p u s h in g  f o r  a n  c - p a y m c n t  s y s ­
te m  w h ic h  w il l  a l lo w  In d ia n s  to  
a p p ly  r e m o te ly  f o r  a b a n k  c a r d  
f o r  m ir r o r  p a y m e n ts  in  R u s s ia  
a n d  t r a n s f e r  m s n c y  f ro m  In d ia  
to  R u s s ia .

T h e  w e a k e n in g  o f  t h e  ru b le  
d u e  to  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  
r e m o v e s  th e  e x c h a n g e  r a te  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  f o r  In d ia n s .

M o sc o w  is  a c i ty  w h e r e  p a s t  
a n d  p r e s e n t  c o - e x is t s  h a rm o n i­
o u s ly . W an d e r  th ro u g h  th e  m e tic ­
u lo u s ly  a d o rn e d  M e tro  s t a t i o n s ,  
e a c h  s ta t io n  a w o rk  o f  a r t  w 'ith 
in t r i c a t e  w a l l  s c u lp tu r e s  t e l l in g  
s to r i e s  o f  c e n u r i e s  o f  c h a n g e . 
Y es, th e re  c a n  be a la n g u a g e  b a r ­
r ie r  fo r  In d ia n s  v is i t in g  M o sco w , 
b u t E n g lish  p r o f ic ie n c y  h a s  b e en  
on  th e  r i s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g  
y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  th o s e  
w o rk in g  in  th e  t r a v e l  in d u s t ry .

T h e  h e a d  o f  h e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
C o o p e r a t io n  D iv is io n  o f  M o s ­
c o w  C i ty  T o u r ism  C o m m it te e .  
B u la t N u rm u k h in o v  sa id :  " T h e re  
a re  6 -7  to u r i s t  c e n tr e s  a s  w e l l a s  
a  c a l l  c e n t r e  in  M o sc o w  to  h e lp  
w ith  in f o r m a tio n  in  E n g lis h  a s  
w e l l a s  d o w n lo a d  l in k s  in  E n g ­
l i s h .  M o s t  d e c e n t  r e s t a u r a n t s

h a v e  m e n u s  in  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  w c  
a re  e n c o u r a g in g  th e m  to  t r a n s ­
la te  in to  A ra b ic  a n d  C h in e s e  a s  
w e l l ."

A p a r t  f r o m  t h i s ,  t r a v e l l e r s  
c a n  u s e  l a n g u a g e  t r a n s l a t i o n  
a p p s  to  b r id g e  th e  la n g u a g e  g a p . 
S m a r tp h o n e s  a p p s  l ik e  g o o g le  
t r a n s la te  c a n  a ls o  h e lp .

G o in g  f u r t h e r .  I n d i a n  E m ­
b a s s y 's  E c o n o m ic  W in g  d e p u ty  
h e a d  R a jn is h  P a t id a r  s a id ,  th e  
In d ia n  E m b a s s y  w il l  b e  o r g a n i s ­
in g  s e v e r a l  ro u n d  ta b le  m e e tin g s  
in  M o sc o w  f ro m  S e p te m b e r  12 
to  16 w i th  to u r  o p e r a to r s  f ro m

b o th  th e  c o u n t r i e s  to f a c i l i t a t e  
t i e - u p s .  T h e r e  w il  b e  s o c i a l  
m e d ia  in f lu c n c c r s  a nd  a d e l e g a ­
tio n  fro m  th e  K e ra la  g o v e rn m e n t 
a ls o .

Y ana L y u b in a . an  a c c r e d i te d  
g u id e  w o r k i n g  w ith  D S  T o u rs  
T r a v e l  A g e n c y ,  s a id :  “ R u s s ia  
o f f e r s  a u n iq u e  v a c a t io n  o p t io n  
th a t  i s  d iv e r s e  in  im p r e s s io n s  
a n d  f i ts  p e r f e c t ly  in to  th e  s t a n ­
d a rd  7 -1 0  d a y s  f o r  w h ic h  a n n u a l  
v a c a t i o n s  in  I n d i a  a r c  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l ly  p la n n e d .  Iri a w e e k , a 
to u r i s t  c a n  v is i t  tw o  c o m p le t e ly  
d i f f e r e n t  c a p i t a l s  - M o sc o w  a n d

S t. P e te r s b u r g  a n d  n o te w o r th y  
s a t e l l i t e  c i t ie s . "

A c i ty  o f  c o n t r a s t s  a n d  s u r ­
p r i s e s .  M o s c o w  h a s  s e v e r a l  
s k y s c r a p e r s  c o - e x i s t i n g  w i th  
a n c ie n t  c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  S o v ie t  e ra  
s t r u c tu r e s  w h e r e  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  
in n o v a tio n  b le n d  a n d  c u l tu r e  a n d  
e n te r ta in m e n t  a b o u n d .

" L o ts  o f  A ra b s .  C h in e s e  a rc  
a l r e a d y  v i s i t i n g  M o s c o w , a n d  
w e h o p e  to  p a s s  o n  th e  m e s s a g e  
to  I n d i a n s  t h a t  M o s c o w  is  a 
v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e  d e s t i n a t io n  fo r  
f o r e ig n e r s  a n d  i t  is  w a rm  a n d  
w e lc o m in g  to  e v e r y o n e ,” N u r-

m u k h a n o v  s a id .
M o s c o w 's  c u l in a r y  s c e n e  is  a s  

d iv e r s e  a s  th e  c i ty .  O n e  c an  s a ­
v o u r  t r a d i t io n a l  R u s s ia n  d is h e s  
l ik e  b o r s c h t  ( b e e t r o o t  s o u p )  a n d  
b l in i  ( t r a d i t i o n a l  p a n c a k e s ) ,  o r 
in d u lg e  in  in t e r n a t i o n a l  c u is in e  
a t  w o r ld - c la s s  r e s t a u r a n ts .

" T h e r e  a re  s o m e  I n d i in  r e s ­
t a u r a n t s .  w h ic h  p r o v id e  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  I n d i a n  f o o d  a n d  s o m e  
m o r e  a re  c o m in g ,  e v e n  v e g e ta r ­
ia n  r e s t a u r a n ts .  O u r  b u s in e s s e s  
a r e  p r o a c t iv e  in  r e s p o n d in g  to  
m a rk e t  d e m a n d ,"  N u rm u k h a n o v  
a d d e d .

In d ia n  to u r i s t s  n o r m a l ly  v is i t  
M o sc o w  in s u m m e r , bu t th e  c i ty  
w e a rs  a m a g ic a l  c lo a k  in  w in te r ,  
w h ic h  i s  c a l l e d  w h i te  w in t e r ,  
w h e n  s n o w  b l a n k e t s  th e  c i t y ,  
c r e a t i n g  a w in t e r  w o n d e r la n d  
s t r a i g h t  f r o m  th e  p a g e s  o f  a 
f a ir y  ta le .

A s  y o u  b id  f a r e w e l l  to  M o s ­
c o w . ta k e  h o m e  th e  m e m o r ie s  
o f  e v e r y  c o b b le s t o n e  y o u  sa w , 
th e  h id d e n  s e c r e t  o f  e v e r y  d o m e  
y o u  c a m e  a c r o s s ,  b u t d o n ’t f o r ­
g e t to  le a v e  y o u r  o w n  m a rk  on  
i t s  v i b r a n t  a n d  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  
la n d s c a p e .  ( I A S S )

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, SEPTEMBER 10, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moot square Rahu on your tolar return chart and wil give excelent results. 
You «*■ rnprovo your vwrtung style. You wil finish all im portant works. At the 
workplace, official persons wfi t* happy wkh you You could bo promoted 

your job. You wil shew your interest n new projects, the time will be the 
best You wtf have opportunities to move ahead w your career. And wil get 
success in job interview. You will get attracted to some person and it could 
be start of a very hffifeg and pleasant relaSonship. You will plan lo get mar­
ried. In the office your ccfleagues wil be wMi you and support you. You «*9 
finish your wort on tirrw. You wil grre equal lime to your home You wil be 
busy with the preparawn of some festival The marriage of a family member 
wfl get flnallRd Your focus vwl be on your family. You will attract people to 
yourself. You will have i great year ahead

‘This week for you’

Vnes: (March 21 - Apri 21)1 Is going to be a wonderful week. You will get orders 
frcm atroad You wtn have no shortage of money. You will be 
satesfto) with your efforts. You will take step with caution in 

—. money manors You will have lot of profitable days. You will
hare pfofitsfrcmal over. You wil havo gains in business and 

I W v  profession. You will do every wort with good Blinking and wil 
get the results accordingly. Love mates will have a great week. 

'• They wllenjoy the companyofeach other. Yourexpensos might 
increase but you wil take care of the things. You will do we* In 
your job. You could bo promoted loo.

Taurus : (Apri 21 ■ May 2'p is going lo be a favorable week. You will be busy in 
your business and job. You can be busy in property purchasing 
or t«o>ag reUMd work. You wil have gains in business. It wil

* bo a grtat period for you You wil plan for the future and take 
care of the present You will do new experiments in bustness 
Your preference w« grow. You will enjoy happiness and Mss

J j l j  in your married He. Husband and wife mill share wonderful 
bootfnj. Tho home atmosphere will be pleasant. Your siblings 
will give you full respect. You will also inspire others with 
your actions.

Semini: (May 22 • June 21|lt is going to be a best week for you. You will remain 
busy ir business and work related travels. You wil have 
financiil profits. You wil be meeting lot of persons and wil 
behave with everyone nicely You will have lot of gains Your 

k Z  moetints wM prove to be fruitful. The disputes in your family 
i A H k  relates to property will get rcsotred You wil alto sign new 

business contracts. You r performance wA be best everywhere. 
People wil reoognue your Utent and wil value it Your image 
will impovo in the eyes of peoplo. You will enjoy wonderful 
bondng wih your Me partner.

lancer : (Juno 22 • July 22)You wil also share wonderful bonding wtth your ife 
partner Chidren wil get your support Students wil do Ml in 
eums tnd interviews You wil mato progress m your Ife. You 
wil mate programs togoout with your family You can also go 

| on a piljrimagc wth your elder farrtty members. You wfl do well 
, in your job and business. There wil be money inflow. You wil 
* have n» shortage of money You will also invest your money 

wise#/ at some place. You wil have support of subordinates in 
your jo> and business There will be new relationships. Love 
affairs wil be successful. Those who are single wil plan to get 
married Your droams wil come true.

.00 : (July 2} • August 21|6us>n»ss proposals wil be finalized. There wil bo no 
shortage of luxury in your life. You wH get attention of people 
evetyynereandyouwflenjoythespoltghLYouwilhaveagreat 

^  time. Yeur inuge wil enhance You wil have a lot of auspicious 
days. Y>ur financial posiSon is going to be strong and stable. 
Mcnoy will keep flowing You wil take care of your expenses 
You wil also socialize a lot Your name and fame will spread far

*  and wiee You wil be Involvod In charitable and other actrrtie* 
There wfl be something new and permanent in Ife There wil 
be busress improvement Your image wil enhance. You can 
also erter into new love relations with some person

rfrgo : (August 24 • September 22)You win be happy and erfoying the company 
/  of yourpeopie You wtn be Wed with energy and enthusiasm. 

n T  Children will obey you. Students wH get success m exams 
■ and interviews You wil have a great time. You will enjoy good

working relations with your boss. In the workpaoe there wil be 
compabtdty bo tweoncot leagues. You willnottakeany business 
related decision in a haste You will take yourtime to arrive at 
a conclusion. Your experience will hold valw and wil prove 
vital for you. You wil find your luck favouring you at every step. 
Your contacts abroad wil prove to b« fruitful.

Libra : (September 23 • October 2 Ji You will be able to impress oher people. You 
wta remain busy in multiple act hit ies. Your taxreia led disputes 
wM get resolved You will have sudden gains inbusiness. There 
wil be huge monetary gains. You can also be given some ad- 
dtional responsibility at your workplace. Plaietary positions 
are favorable, so you wil take hfl advantage of it. Financial 
position wil b« stronger. You wil plan lo go j broad for job or 
business. The time wil be of great result. The itudents wfl get 
success in exams and in interviews. They wil be getting the 
desired resilts and will be happy with their performance.

Scorpo: (October 2* • November 22|tt is the best time for people in the business 
Ine. You will find a new way to relate lo your wcrk. There will be 
an increment in money and salary hike Those who are looking 

„ u for job for a long time now wil get success. You will resolve 
your biggest problem at this time You wil also gj«n lot of name 
andfame You can go out somewhere v*»thy<>.rfamiy to enjoy 

a J  your time. You wil enjoy thecompany of yourfanvly members 
andfriends, Lovers w»n go on dating. Those who are single «*■ 
get good marriage proposals Your official worts will speod up 
You will enjoy dominating p«s*on at your work place

Sagltartus : (November 23 • Oeccmber 21) It is an amatng week You can also 
purchase a new property or vehicle. You wil spend tn 
chantatte activities. You wil develop new oontxts You will also 
participate in various sooal gar*rings. You wl I also help rose 
person who are in need. You wil have the fifl support of your 
wel wishers The office atnosphere wil be fosrtive You wil 
enjoy your favorable time period At your wakplxe you wil 
be using work expansion plans. There can be some auspicious 
news frcm so mewhert Your stuck money wHptreturnedback 
to you. These are days for property gtini Yeu will complete 
your pending works. Your health wil be best

Capricorn: (Oeccmber 22 - January 20)There wil be contact with new people. You 
will dosomo profitable deals There will be pleatant news coming 
trom somewhere. You will have gains in youi business. Your 

j& - money wil remain with you. You wil Mso meet Ngh officials 
and will be able lo get your work done. You thould not leave 
you work to get done at a later date, you wil finish your time 
work in tme. Fame and glory wfl be growiig. You wil use 
good oratory skills to impress people to get rour work done. 
You will shine in work w »  luck favouring yot Those who are 
single wil plan to get married.

Aquarius: (January 21 • February i8)These are money gaining da/s Your courage 
wui grew You wM have loving refetorts with rour Me partner 
You wvl also enjoy good bonding with your »tfcngs You wil 

% take care of your elders. Your enemies will tx unable to harm 
you You will feel happy and peaceful at hero The students 
wil get success in exams and eiterviews You wH remain

* careful wtMe speaking so that you do not hurl the sentiments
of other persons. Some guests mjy arrlre at yxjr place, which 
wil make you happy. You will also achieve something big in 
your Sfe. It will make you feel proud. You wil move ahead in 
your He. Your contacts win prove lo be huUtA

Pisces: (February 19 • March 20)Yeu will develop special fee6ngs fir a person work­
ing in your office You wvl handle the new session quite well 
You will also attend some brthday party or marriage function 
You wfl enjoy the best food Love birds will hare a great wet* 
You wil be trrrctred in multiple activities. AdJAonal sources 

. ol Income wil be explored. You will doweflfr your business. 
Those who are in politics, media and social service wfl get lot 
of name and fame If you are planning to go abroad for work, 
job or higher studks you can do so now. the tine Is tavouraUe 
and you wil achieve a lot in your Me. Your Investment will alto 
grre you good return You will reman popular among your 
colleagues and subordinates. You wil work n team and wil 
be committed lo your cause.

Behavioural hacks 
for mindful eating

A rc  y o u  t i r e d  o f  th e  n e v e r - e n d in g  c y c le  
o f  o v e r e a t i n g  a n d  d i e t i n g ?  F o o d  is  f r e ­
q u e n t ly  r e d u c e d  to  in g r e d i e n t  l i s t s ,  c a lo ­
r ie  c o u n ts ,  o r  t r a n s ie n t  v is u a ls  o n  s o c ia l  m e d ia  

p la t f o rm s  to d a y . Im a g e s  o f  s u p p o s e d ly  p e r f e c t  
b o d ie s ,  d i e t s  th a t  p r o m is e  q u ic k  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  th e  
u n r e le n t in g  p u r s u i t  o f  p h y s ic a l  id e a ls  s u r ro u n d  
u s . H o w e v e r ,  i f  y o u 'r e  p r e p a re d  to  a d o p t  a d i f ­
f e r e n t  s t r a te g y  th a t  d r a w s  o n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
o u r  f o r e b e a r s ,  m in d f u l  e a t in g  is  a ro u te  w o rth  
ta k in g .  T h is  a g e - o ld  m e th o d  o f f e r s  a u n iq u e  p a th  
o f  t r a n s f o r m a t io n .

M in d f u l  e a t i n g  s t r e n g th e n s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w ith  fo o d , r e a l i s in g  h o w  it a f f e c ts  p h y s ic a l  a n d  
m e n ta l  h e a l th :  it is  a t r a n s f o r m a t iv e  j o u r n e y  th a t 
s im p ly  c o m e s  w ith  p r a c t i c e .  F i te l o  s o lv e s  o n e

o f  th e  b ig g e s t  p r o b le m s  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  o b e s i ty ,  
w h ic h  is  o b e s i t y  b o u n c e - b a c k .  W ith  r o o ts  in  
p h y s io lo g y , p s y c h o lo g y ,  a n d  t e c h n o lo g y ,  F i te lo  
f o c u s e s  on  h a b it  f o rm a tio n  a n d  l i f e s ty l e  c o r r e c ­
tio n  w ith  an in te g r a t i o n  o f  A r t i f ic ia l  I n te l l ig e n c e  
( A I )  a n d  H u m a n  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( H I ) .  Wc e n c o u r ­
a g e  m in d f u l  e a t in g  a n d  a n a ly s e  e a c h  c u s to m e r ’s 
u n iq u e  n u t r i t i o n  a n d  f i t n e s s  r e q u i r e m e n ts  w h ile  
p r o v id in g  th e m  w ith  c u s to m is e d  d ie t  c h a r t s  fo r 
w e ig h t  lo s s .

S a h il  B a n s a l ,  c o - f o u n d e r ,  a n d  C E O  o f  F i te lo  
s h a re s  w ith  lA N S I if c  te n  b e h a v io r a l  h a c k s  fo r  
m in d fu l  e a t in g .
K a l s lo w ly  a n d  c o n t r o l  y o u r  f o o d  p o r t i o n :  
W h e n  w e  c a t  q u ic k ly ,  w c  e n d  up  e a t in g  m o re  
th a n  r e q u ir e d  a n d  d o n 't  h a v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  food  
in ta k e .  O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , c h e w in g  s lo w ly  a l ­
lo w s  th e  b o d y  to  b r e a k  d o w n  th e  fo o d , th e r e  by 
p r e v e n t in g  d ig e s t i v e  p r o b le m s .  T h is  te c h n iq u e  
w ill h e lp  you  to  r e d u c e  y o u r  c a lo r ic  in ta k e  by
up lo 10 p.«r ci*nt
S m a l l  p l a t e s  b ig  i m p a c t :  Y our b ra in  ta k e s  15 -20  
m in u te s  to  u n d e rs t a n d  i f  y o u r  s to m a c h  is  f u l l .  A 
b ig g e r  p la te  h a s  m o re  s p a c e  to  a d ju s t  a few  e x tra

d is h e s  a nd  y o u  w il l  e n d  u p  e a t in g  m o re . R e p la c ­
in g  it  w ith  a sm a ll  p la te  c a n  p re v e n t  y o u  f ro m  
o v e r lo a d in g  y o u r  p la te  a n d  h e lp  y o u  m a in ta in  a 
h e a l th y  w e ig h t.
S t a y  a w a y  f ro m  s u g a r :  A s u g a ry  p i t f a l l  i s  h id d e n  
in  e v e r y  m e a l ,  f ro m  m o r n in g  b r e a k f a s t  to  m id ­
d a y  la s s i .  W c m u s t b e  c a u t io u s  a b o u t  ‘ w h a t  w e 
e a t /d r in k ' b c c a u s e  so m e  f o o d s  m ig h t b e  h ig h  in  
s u g a r  a nd  lo w  in n u t r ie n ts ,  m a k in g  th e  w e ig h t  lo s s  
j o u r n e y  d i f f i c u l t .  W h ile  a g la s s  o f  la s s i  m ig h t  be  
c o n s id e t c d  h e a l th y  a n d  te m p t y o u  to  ta k e  a few  
s ip s ,  a s in g l e  s e r v in g  c a n  c o n ta in  u p  to  30  g m  o f  
a d d e d  su g a r, w h ic h  is  m o re  th a n  th e  re c o m m e n d e d  
d a i ly  in ia k c .
P a c k a g e d  f r u i t  j u i c c s  a r c  n o t  a s  h e a l t h y  a s  
t h e y  m a y  a p p e a r :  F r u i t  j u i c e s  m ig h t  a p p e a r  
h e a l th y  b u t a re  a h id d e n  s o u r c e  o f  s u g a r  a n d  a r ­
t i f i c i a l  s w e e te n e r s .  A s in g l e  c u p  o f  r e a d y -m a d e /  
p a c k a g e d  f ru i t  j u i c e  c a n  c o n ta in  up  to  20  g m  o f  
s u g a r ,  n e a r ly  r e a c h in g  th e  d a i ly  in t a k e  l im i t .  
S o m e  i r d i v i d u a l s  m ig h t  a l s o  c o n s id e r  c e r e a l s  
a s  a c o n v e n ie n t  b r e a k f a s t ,  b u t  th e y  c a n  a l s o  b e  
a su g a r>  tr a p .  O n e  b o w l o f  b r e a k f a s t  c e r e a l  c an  
c o n ta in  a s  m u c h  a s  12 g m  o f  s u g a r .
E x c e s s  S o d iu m  c a n  a l s o  m a k e  y o u  f a t  a n d  c a u s e  
m u l t i p l e  h e a l th  I s s u e s :  P a c k a g e d  s n a c k s  o f f e r  
c o n v e n ie n c e  bu t at a n u t r i t i o n a l  c o s t .  A sm a ll  INR
2 0  p a c k c t o f  c h ip s  c a n  c o n ta in  u p  to  3 0 0 - 4 0 0  m g 
o f  s o d iu n .  A n in d iv id u a l  is  r e c o m m e n d e d  to  lim it  
th e  in ta k e  o f  s o d iu m  up  to  1500  m g  p e r  d a y . a s  
p e r  g u id e l in e s  i s s u e d  b y  th e  A m e ric a n  C o l le g e  o f  
C a r d io lo g y  a n d  p h y s ic ia n s  w o r ld w id e .
C o n s u m e  m o r e  s e a s o n a l  g r a i n s :  W ith  s u p e r io r  
t a s te ,  co st s a v in g s ,  a n d  c n v iro n m c n t- f r ic n d l in c s s ,  
s e a s o n a l  p r o d u c e  s h in e s  b r ig h t ly .  B y  in c o r p o r a t ­
in g  f re sh  f la v o r s ,  y o u r  p la te  b c c o m c s  a r e f le c t io n  
o f  th e  c h a n g in g  s e a s o n s ,  p r o m o t in g  w e l ln e s s  
w ith in .
D o n 't  c o o k  f o o d  on  h ig h  f la m e :  T r e a t  y o u r  fo o d  
w ith  c a r c .  To r e ta in  h e a l th y  n u t r ie n ts ,  a v o id  h ig h  
f la m e s .  S e le c t in g  m e llo w  c o o k in g  m e th o d s  w ill  
h e lp  in  re ta in in g  th e  n u tr ie n ts  in  fo o d  a n d  im p ro v e  
o v e r a l l  w e l lb e in g .
P l a t e  o v e r  B a g :  T h e  b e s t  w a y  to  c o n q u e r  th e  
s n a c k  a tta c k :  E a t in g  f ro m  a p la te  is  a lw a y s  b e t ­
t e r  th a n  e a t in g  f ro m  a p a c k e t /b a g  w h e n  e n jo y in g  
c h ip s ,  p o p c o rn , o r  n a c h o s .  W h en  e a t in g  f ro m  a 
b a g . w e le n d  to  o v e re a t  a s  w e  d o  no t h a v e  a v isu a l 
c u e  o f  food  in ta k e .  W h e r e a s , p la te  u s a g e  a l lo w s  
u s  to  m c n ito r  c o n s u m p t io n  a n d  in d ic a t e  w h e n  to  
s lo w  d o w n .
A v o id  fa d  d i e t s :  W h en  on  a w c ig h t - lo s s  j o u r n e y ,  
l o n g - te rm  p e rm a n e n t  r e s u l t s  s h o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  
y o u r  u l t im a te  g o a l .  F a d  d i e t s  h a v e  th e i r  o w n  se t 
o f  r e s t r ic t io n s  a n d  c a n  le a d  to  n u t r ie n t  d e f i c i e n ­
c ie s .  T h es e  d i e t s  n o t  o n ly  h a m p e r  th e  p h v s ic a l
hut » lc m h .- m e n ta l  health o f  an individual F o r m  
o n  c h a n g in g  y o u r  d ie ta r y  p a t te r n s  a n d  m a k e  h a b it  
t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  to  a c h ie v e  lo n g - te rm  r e s u l t s  in 
y o u r  w e ig h t lo s s  jo u r n e y .  ( lA N S I i fe )
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“We have to talk about liberating m inds 
as well as liberating society. ”

— Angela Davis 
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G20 an d  c o rr id o r
THE two-day G20 Summit ended in New Delhi 
on Sunday after the release o f  a joint declaration 
as usual and the handover o f the term-linked presi­
dency from India to Brazil, at the hands o f  Prime 
Minister Narcndra Modi and Brazilian President 
Lula Da Silva. No earth-shaking decisions were 
expected nor were attempted at this time too. The 
over 10,000 word-strong declaration is full with 
the usual affirmations, rc-affirmations, commit­
ments, re-cmphasizes and more, many o f which 
might hopefully be pursued to their logical ends. 
The officials engaged in the drafting o f  such reso­
lutions have a way with words and the end results 
might not always be as shining as one might ex­
pect. Yet, the assertions at such global jamborees 
might form the basis for the evolution o f  a better 
world. In this context, the announcement o f  a new 
economic corridor linking South Asia, the Middle 
East and Europe came as a pleasant surprise.

Ai ihe stariof ihe meeting, all eyes were on wluu 
the grouping would say on the present escalated 
phase o f Russia-Ukraine conflict from February' 
last year. The 18-month-old war has seen the 
death o f  over 62,000 persons and displacement 
o f  over I.7crore people. While the US and the 
European nations are strongly backing Ukraine, 
India avoided taking sides. India helped hammer 
out a ‘consensus’; meaning the matter was, at best, 
left to where it stood. The meeting “underscored” 
that all states must act in a manner consistent with 
the purposes and principles o f  the UN chartcr, 
refrain from threat or use or force to seek territo­
rial acquisition, and emphasized that the “use o f 
nuclear weapons is inadmissible.” The meeting 
“reaffirmed” that G20 is the premier forum for 
international economic cooperation and not a 
platform to resolve geopolitical and security is­
sues. Notably. Russian president Vladimir Putin 
and Chinese president Xi Jinping stayed away 
from the meet and sent only their representatives 
to Delhi Pjtin because o f the Ukraine war and 
Xi due to China’s strained tics with the US and 
India on multiple fronts.

The plan for a new economic corridor, revealed 
on the first day o f  the meet, drew global atten­
tion, though the announcement was made on the 
sidelines o f the G20 meet. An economic corridor 
between India and the G ulf region for smooth 
movement of goods and their transportation from 
the G ulf to Europe via rail, involves also the UAE. 
Saudi Arabia Jordan, Israel, France. Germany. 
Italy and EU. This would link South Asia, the 
Middle East and Europe and could be a coun­
ter to China's Belt and Road initiative in which 
Pakistan is also closely involved. Xi’s absence at 
the meet is now better understood.

MDA: Audacity of 
normalizing corruption
A n to n io  G u te rre s , the 

ninth Secretary-General o f  
the  U n ited  N ations sa id , 
“Corruption is criminal, im­
moral. and the ultimate be­
trayal o f  public trust." Every 
p o litic ian  o r  governm ent 
that indulges in corruption 
betrays the public who has 
put their trust in them. And o f  
coursc, corruption can be in 
many ways o r forms. Corrup­
tion is not new in Meghalaya 
and has happened in the past 
but the scalc o f  corrupt ion in 
the last six o r seven years has 
grown at an alarming rate and 
corruption is being executed 
blatantly.

N PP-lcd M DA in its 
earlie r  incarnation

The illegal transportation 
o f  coal despite the ban has 
pu t the p rev ious g o v e rn ­
ment in a bad light and the 
court intervention has added 
more weight to the allegation 
against it. In its earlier incar­
nation. the N PP-lcd MDA 
government was blamed for 
patronizing a certain section 
o f  the population which en­
joys undue advantage from 
the illegal activities. Later the 
public even gave the group 
o f  people that benefited from 
the illegal transportation and 
they were known as the in­
famous “ high-level" group. 
The illegal transportation o f  
coal in the state in the last 
five years could only have 
happened with support from 
the authorities.

The collapse o f  the dome 
o f  the Assembly building and 
the sub-standard construction 
o f  the Interstate Bus Terminal 
are tw o other incidents that 
only justify  the allegations 
o f  c o rru p tio n  a g ain st the 
governm ent. The NPP has 
not even  com e  up w ith  a 
public statement on the al­
legations that the contractor 
who constructed the Assem­
bly building and the party's 
permanent office is the same 
and therefore this constitutes 
conflict o f  interest.

Political A ppointm ents
This Government is mak­

ing political appointm ents 
left right and centre and every 
post comes with a cost. These 
a ppo in tm e n ts  w ere m ade 
ju st to accom m odate party 
leaders w ho have lost the 
e lections and recently there 
were defeated MLAs from 
o the r parties w ho had de ­
fected to N PP in expectation 
o f  the benefits. Sadly, even 
supporters who had rendered 
sc rv icc  to  the  pa rty  w ere 
provided with political posts, 
even though they neither had 
the qua lif ica tions no r the 
cxpcricncc to  take on those 
responsibilities. The ques­
tion that the public needs to 
ask is. whether these appoint­
ments are ncccssary and how

By / / / /  M ohr men

m uch have t ie  sc po litica l 
appointees contributed to  the 
welfare o f  the public and the 
dev elopment o f the state?

The public expected the 
new  party  which has just 
a pp ea re d  in the  p o litica l 
landscape o f  he state to do 
something to curb this very 
dangerous tread. Sadly, even 
V PP which claimed to  take 
the bull by its horns and clean 
corruption and malpractice in 
the state is stil keeping mum 
on the issue ti I date. 
T em pora ry  appointm ents 

a t governm ent’s offices
T em porary appointm ent 

in the different departments 
in the s ta te  is an o th er il­
legal activity that is going 
on in broad daylight in the 
sta te  now. The respective  
department heads purposely 
d o  not inform the D istrict 
Selection Committees or the 
M eghalaya Public Scrvicc 
Commission as the case may 
be  o f  the vacancies. In a clear 
c ase  o f  o fficc r-p o litic ia n  
nexus, the posts were instead 
filled with supporters o f  the 
MLA o f  the respective areas 
only, l l i e  modus opcrandi is 
that the ofliccr makes these 
a ppo in tm en ts  on the rec ­
ommendations o f  the MLA 
and this has happened even 
though there was an earlier 
o rder which prohibited ap ­
pointment to any government 
post except b> the DSCs and 
MPSC. Insofar as illegal ap­
pointments are conccm ed no 
o ther government can beat 
the NPP-lcd MDA in this. 

R oad and  I rf ra s tru c tu rc
The condition o f  the roads 

and other government infra­
structure leaves much to be 
desired. Hie poor and shod­
dy work can be seen in  the 
condition o f  iIk  Jowai bypass 
road. It may be mentioned 
that the road was repaired last 
year before the elections but 
w ith the onset of summer, and 
m onsoons, the roads have 
caved in. The question is why 
roads in the suite have to be 
repaired every year and. after 
every m onsorn season. The 
road from Jowai to Shillong 
especially the section from 
M ukhla to  M awryngkncng 
was also repaiicd last year but 
it is now- in a dilapidated con­
dition. W hat kind o f  repair is 
being done, that the roads do 
not even last for a year?

Who do we blame for the 
bad roads thai w c have? Do 
wc blame the contractor or 
the engineers': In private, the 
engineer will always confide 
that they have no other option 
but to  follow die order o f  the 
politicians. If the engineer 
and the other ground staff do 
not toe the lin; then they arc

threatened w ith transfer to 
distant places.
T he B usinessm an/w om an 

politicians
T he main cau sc  o f  the 

su b s ta n d a rd  c o n s tru c tio n  
o f  the d ifferent projects in 
the state is the contractor- 
politicians nexus. The nexus 
has bcncfittcd the politicians 
and the contractors but at the 
cost o f  the public exchequer 
with the public at the receiv­
ing  end  o f  dev elo p m e n t. 
Engineers o r scctional staff 
who are supposed to monitor 
the quality o f  work can do 
nothing bccause the nexus 
renders them useless.

The imminent threat to the 
state is not just the polilician- 
husincssmcn nexus but in  the 
case o f  M eghalaya the fact 
that politicians them selves 
a rc  businessmen o r women 
and they don't see that to 
be a problem. Businessm an1 
w oman politicians have no 
qualms in identifying them­
se lves a s businessm en  or 
women. Almost all the MLAs 
a re  also contractors o r they 
are engaged in construction 
a nd  gove rn m e n t supp lier  
w ork th rough  the bcnam i 
m ode. Bcnam i contractors 
means that they do not use 
their names per sc for any 
contract work bccause that 
would be a conflict o f  inter­
est. but they use the names 
o f  their near and dear ones to 
cxccuic government contract 
w orks in their constituencies. 
T he question  is  how they 
don’t sec this as a conflict o f  
interest.

1 Icncc politicians becom­
ing businessmen is the sole 
reason that roads in the rural 
a reas a re  in a d ilap ida ted  
condition. Roads which were 
repaired last year a rc  in a 
m ess the very next year.

Police and  road 
side collection

The b la tan t c o rrup tion  
that is  being committed by 
law enforcement agencies is 
another illegal activity that 
is happening  in the sta te , 
and surely with the support 
o f  the  g o v e rn m e n t. Both 
Shillong and Jowai Bypass 
come alive and the roads arc 
thriving with illegal activities 
as soon as the sun goes down. 
T hese  highw ays have now 
bccomc d a is  o f  open extor­
tion in broad daylight while 
the governm ent is  turning 
its N elson 's eye  to w hat is 
happening. The policc and 
the transport department are 
engaging in the activities o f  
co llecting money from the 
trucks alm ost daily and yet 
the higher-ups say nothing 
at all. Unfortunately, every 
p asserby  on the  road sees

what is happening and even 
the children traveling on these 
ro ads w itness  th is b la tan t 
misuse o f  power. The policc 
should be ashamed o f  their ac­
tions, but it looks like they no 
longer consider it illegal. In 
the state o f  Meghalaya even 
weigh bridges of the transport 
department arc being run by 
private parties and the collec­
tion o f  money from the truck 
w ithout w eighing  them  is 
becoming a nile now.

Height o f  nepotism  
The Shillong Times report 

questioned  the decision o f  
the state government to  ap­
point three members to assist 
in the proccss o f  h iring for

questionable bccausc it is a 
ease  o f  nepotism as two o f  
the appointed m em bers are 
sons o f  sitting MLAs while 
the third appointee is a  close 
a ide o f  another silting legisla­
tor. Pangsik G M omin. son o f  
Resubelpara M LA Timothy 
D Shira has been named as 
vice chairman while Algorc 
I) Shira, son o f  Mcndipathar 
MLA Marthon J Sangma. and 
Henry M omin. said to  be a 
elose aide o f  Kharkulta MLA 
Rupert W M omin. have been 
named as members o f  the dis­
trict selection committee that 
is headed by Deputy Com ­
m issioner. M itali C handra  
as chairman and  Additional 
DC, Jude Rangkhu R Marak 
as member secretary.

The audacity o f  the MLA 
to justify the decision to ap­
point his son a s a member o f  
the DSC o f  North G aro Hills, 
ostensibly to ensure that no 
corruption can take placc in 
the recruitment process is a 
case o f  an MLA abusing his 
power and the height o f  cor­
ruption.

The MDA government un­
der the leadership o f  the NPP 
has moved the bar much high­
er by normalizing corruption. 
Corruption is not only being 
tolerated but it looks like it 
is being encouraged by this 
government. Nepotism also 
happened in the ease when 
the government rented a por­
tion o f  the Meghalaya House. 
Kolkata and the government 
docs not sec it as a clash o f 
interests bccausc the brother 
o f  the Deputy C h ief Minister 
is involved in the ease.

Fooling people
"You can fool some people 

sometimes but you can’t fool 
all the people all the tim e'' 
says the adage c red ited  to 
Abraham Lincoln and made 
famous by Robert Nesta Mar- 
Icy o r Bob M arlcy . H ow  
long  and how m any more 
times will the NPP-lcd MDA 
government lie to the public 
which has put its trust in the 
MLAs?

S tran g e  
sta tem en ts  bv 

K H A D C  '
Editor.
R ecen tly  the K H A D C 

made a statement -  “Can’t 
prevent Khasi vom cn from 
manrying outsid; communi­
ty." And that from no less titan 
thcCEM  is shocking. I some 
ways it sounds like the Taliban 
sort o f  rule .Why must wc 
t inker with the mitril incal sys­
tem which is w cl establish'd 
and identifies us as Khasis. It’s 
an intricate social custom and 
any changcs would result in a 
social upheaval.

The report gees on to say 
that, the Kl 1A DC wil Iconic up 
w ith prov isions to ensure that a 
Khasi woman is s ripped o f  her 
Scheduled Tribe (ST)status and 
deprived o f  other privileges if 
shemarriesanon-.<hasj." Now 
this bit is confusing to me. If  the 
Khasis are a ntarilincal soci­
ety. then how is iiis possible? 
How can a child o f  a Khasi 
woman, not be a Khasi regard­
less o f  w ho she marries? The 
constitutional nundatc o f  the 
KHADC as per IxHr website 
is (o safeguard tlvir traditional 
heritage, customs, practice's, 
usages and economic security' 
o f  the Khasis.

The manner in which the 
K H A D C is fu lfilling this 
mandate is bafllhg.

Yours etc., 
G Shabong.

Via email

N on-labelling  
o f p ackaged  
food item s

Editor.

A s w c a rc  a w a re , the 
“Food Safely and Standards 
(Packaging and Labelling) 
Regulations. 2011" specified 
that in addition to general la­
belling o f  prc-packaged foods, 
every package o f  food, inter 
alia, shall carry the informa­
tion on date o f  manufacture 
or packing. Separately, the 
regulation also provides that 
in ease any package contains 
commodity which has a short 
shelf-life o f  less than three 
months, the date, month and 
year in which the commodity 
is manufactured o r prepared 
or pre-packed shall be men­
tioned on ihe label. It further 
lays dow n the m anner and 
style o f  how such informa­
tion shall be printed so that it 
is legible to the consumer to 
enable him or her to make a 
reasonable choice at the time 
o f  purchase. The “Food Safety 
And Standards (Labelling And 
Display) Regulations. 2020". 
inter alia, provides that the day. 
nxmth and year using the D D  
MM/YY formal for products 
with a short shelf life o f  up to 
3 months sltall be  declared in 
a particular manner.

However, in our state it is 
often observed thal no such 
information is printed on the 
package o f  some ofour locally 
manufactured daily consum­
ables like bread, biscuit, snacks 
and even milk, to mention a 
few. Even when such informa­
tion is printed it is not legibk* 
and the lay consumer is unable 
to decipher the information 
prov ided. When the shelf life 
o f  die produel is not known, 
the advantage is being taken 
by both the sellers and manu­
facturers o f  such products. Not 
only it is an act o f  violation o f  
the laid down regulations, it 
has serious health implications

on die persons consumingsuch 
items.

T he lack  o f  c onsum er 
awareness is palpable given 
the fact that there has hardly 
been any resistance on the 
part o f  the consumers. It is 
also  bew ildering that such 
situations have persistently 
been allowed to continue un­
der the watchful eyes o f  the 
conccmed authorities. Wc arc 
left w ondering whether the 
Food Safety Officers have ever 
taken any actions) or initiated 
sanctions against such erring 
manufacturers as provided in 
the Food Safety and Standards 
regulations?

Hope this jo lts  the con­
cerned authorities into taking 
swifi and appropriate action.

Yours ctc..
D L Wankhar.

Via email

A nom alies 
in issuance  

o fO B C  
certificates

Itditor.
Apropos o f  the letter titled. 

"Non issuance ofO B C certifi­
cate" (ST September 7,2023), 
which brought to light a press­
ing issue regarding the issu­
ance o f  OBC (Other Backward 
Classes) certificates, during 
my investigation into this mat­
ter. I was told that the issuance 
o f  OBC certificates has alleg­
edly been discontinued sincc
2004. This revelation raises 
concerns about the accessibil­
ity o f  crucial documents for 
eligible individuals from the 
OBC category.

I draw your attention to a
potential discrepancy in the

information provided by the 
authorities. On my recent visit 
to  the registration desk. I was 
informed that the OBC cer­
tificate application form was 
unavailable. However, upon 
rev iewing the official website 
o f  the district administration 
(https://eastkh3sihills.g0v.in/ 
political/), it isexplicitly men­
tioned that OBC certificates 
a re  issued for e lig ib le  ap ­
plicants.

This conflicting informa­
tion has created confusion 
am ong those seeking OBC 
certificates, furher compound­
ing the difficulties faccd by 
members o f  th« OBC commu­
nity. To address this issue and 
ensure the restoration o f  con­
stitutional righfc and privileges 
for OBC indiv iduals. I request 
the conccmed department to 
take the following action.

Clarification and Informa­
tion: The conccmcd Depart­
ment should provide c lear 
and consistent information 
regarding the availability and 
application process for OBC 
certificates. This information 
should be made easily acces­
sible to the putJic. both online 
and offline.

Immediate Availability o f 
Forms: If  OBC certificates 
are indeed b cng  issued, the 
department should ensure that 
thcapplication forms arc rcad- 
ily available to interested indi­
viduals at desiouted locations, 
such as the D C s office.

Timely Processing: The 
Department should streamline 
the proccss for obtaining OBC 
certificates to ensure that eli­
gible applicant receive them 
promptly, w ithout unnecessary 
delays. Public Awareness: 
Conduct awareness campaigns 
to inform the OBC commu­
nity about their rights and the

proccss for obtaining OBC 
certificates.

Addressing these concerns 
will not only serve to  uphold 
the constitutional rights o f  
th e  O B C  c om m un ity  but 
a lso  con tribu te  to  g rea ter 
transparency and efficiency 
in government services.

Yours etc., 
RSarki 

Via email

W hen  to u rism  
backfires!

Editor.
I came across the article 

'M aggi Noodles Tourism kill­
ing Meghalaya.' while I was 
scrolling through the news 
feed on my phone. I read it 
with interest bccausc wc face 
similar problems here in our 
town McLcodganj/Dharam- 
shala in HP.

Tourism is important for 
Himachal Pradesh and thou­
sands o f  people depend on it to 
cam  a livelihood. So, govern­
ments, past and present, have 
done what they can to boost 
tourism and construction has 
been going on in a haphazard 
way in many parts o f  IIP. The 
Himalayas have a fragile eco­
system and this monsoon we 
saw houses toppling down in 
Shimla. roads breaking near 
Manali. rocks falling o ff  tlx: 
hillside and damaging prop­
erty. ctc. There is a popular 
trekking destination called 
Triund in the mountains above 
our town. It’s about a four-hour 
hike uphill: you can only walk 
there. Local people set up tents 
and chat shops there and dur­
ing the peak summ er tourist 
season, i.e . May and June, 
mon* than ?000 jv c p lr  rrarh 
up every day. Sometimes the

crowd goes up to 5000. It’s a 
beautiful placc but it has start­
ed rescmbl ing a rubbish dump. 
A local environm ent group 
known as the Waste Warriors 
hired people to collccl and 
carry down die rubbish to be 
disposed o f  properly.

A part from this w c have 
young people  from  D elhi, 
Haryana. Jammu and Punjab, 
travelling up in their cars and 
making a nuisance o f  them­
selves. Wc get a lot o f  tourists 
from Europe and die Americas 
so desi people come here to 
feast their eyes on them.

A bout fo u r years  ago . 
the National Green Tribunal 
(N G T ) cam e and  ordered  
almost all chai shops and all 
permanent tents to be removed 
from Triund. Then they put 
some guards where die climb 
begins to check what hikers 
are taking up and to caution 
them to bring back empty 
water bottles, wrappers, ctc. 
The NGT also directed that 
a ll house constructions in 
McLcodganj should not ex­
ceed three four floors.

I've heard thal Sikkim dis­
courages backpackers and 
budget travelers. 1 can't argue 
about its merits o r demerits 
but it seems Sikkim is doing 
a good job. You can take your 
own car to Ladakh but once 
you reach there, you have to 
hire a local car/cab to take 
you  around. I have visited 
Meghalaya and it has a lot 
to  offer by way o f  tourism. I 
hope die Tourism Department 
there comes up with something 
that's sustainable, feasible, 
profitable and helpful to the 
people o f  Meghalaya.

Yours ctc., 
Zos Bluliu, 

Via email

Sanatan Dharma 
and Western 
Intellectuals

B y Salil Gewali

A person w ho docs not 
properly know (a+b)2 and 
p e rpend icu lar sh o u ld  not 
speak about In tegra l c a l­
cu lus and  M atrix Algebra. 
U nlearned political leaders 
with sclf-a'iiicred ambitions 
can hardly define  Sanatan 
D harm a. Sadly, su c h  im ­
m ature  people o ften  hold 
sway over huge, unsuspect­
ing masses in society. Such 
fanatic leaders, as in Europe's 
post-medieval period, usually 
lead crowd; into the darkness 
o f  ignorance.

Unlike in the West, "Dhar­
ma" (religion) in the ancient 
scriptures refers to a far deep­
er meaning. If you go into it 
deeply, yo j will be amazed 
to find thatit carries under its 
wing the intellectual wisdom 
o f  the highest order.

Som e ascctic said i f  any­
one truly wants to know the 
depth o f  S u n tan  Dharma. as 
enshrined in  ancient texts, 
then he must go  into so li­
tude. Learning to sw im  in 
the "stillness"  w ith in  the 
practicc o f meditation alone 
he lp s  prepare one  to  feel

lcctual wisdom bowled over 
scientists like Schriklingcr 
and O ppcnhcimcr almost a 
century ago. SchrOdingcr, 
in his deeper studies o f  "par­
ticle" and "wave function", 
concluded: "The unity and 
continuity o f  Vedanta are re­
flected in tlx; unity and con­
tinuity o f  w ave mechanics. 
This is entirely  consistent 
with the Vedanta conccpt 
o f  all in one.” Please note 
that SchrC dingcr's "Wave 
E quation" revo lu tion ized  
the field  o f  quantum  m e­
chanics and paved the way 
for numerous technological 
advancements. Its applica­
tion in understanding the 
behav iou r o f  p a rtic lc s  at 
the clce trom agnctic  level 
has not o n ly  enabled  the 
development o f  a plethora 
o f  modem electronic dcviccs 
but also played a crucial role 
in satellite communication. 
Q uantum  enhanced  G PS. 
spacc exploration, ct al.

D avid  B olim . E ugene  
W ig n cr. D av id  Jo sc p h -  
son. Carl Sagan. Archibald 
W heeler. Charles Townes.

“Some ascetic said i f  anyone truly wants 
to know the depth o f  Sanatan Dharma, 
as enshrined in  ancient texts, then he  

must go into solitude. Learning to swim  
in the "stillness "  within the practice o f  
meditation alone helps prepare one to 

f e e t  what exactly Dharma is. A s  per the 
ancient scriptures, ‘Sanatan Dharma ’ 
literally m eans "eternal and universal 

laws or principles” that govern 
everything and everyone, irrespective 

o f  culture, race, religion, belief, 
and practice. ”

what exactly Dharma is. As 
per the ancient scriptures. 
‘Sanatan Dharma' literally  
means "eternal and universal 
laws o r principles” that gov­
ern everything and everyone, 
irrespective o f  culture, racc. 
religion, belief, and practicc. 
Dhannic or spiritual practices 
should not be touched by the 
blem ishes o f  the m ateria l 
world. One has to transcend 
the mundane world and take 
flight to a higher dimension 
through sdf-practicc. There 
is no qucs ion o f  hatred for 
others in Charma.

A great American thinker. 
I lenry David Thorcau, writes 
in his masterpiece w alden: 
"In the Indian ancient scrip­
tures. the idea o f  man is quite 
illimitable and sublime. He is 
a t length lost in the supreme

Jack Sarfatti. John Hagclin, 
and John Bells had already 
m ade a ttem p ts  to  plunge 
headlong into the cosmic sea 
o f  universal Consciousness 
o f  Upanishads - after realis­
ing the pulsating vibration 
o f  Quantum mechanic as the 
ultimate answer.

H ere is an o th er m ind- 
blowing opinion by a pro­
digious A m erican scholar, 
Huston Sm ith, w ho says: 
"W hile the West w as still 
th ink ing , perhap s, o f  the 
6 ,000-ycar-old universe -  
India vvas already envision­
ing ages and cons and galax­
ies as numerous a s  the sands 
o f  the Ganges. The Universe 
is so vast that m odem  as­
tronomy slips into its folds 
without a ripple.” O n co f  the 
most read scholars. Huston

“Here is another mind-blowing opinion 
by a prodigious American scholar, 

Huston Smith, who says: "While the West 
was still thinking, perhaps, o f  the 6,000- 
year-old universe -  India was already 

envisioning ages and eons and galaxies 
as numerous as the sands o f  the 

Ganges. The Universe is so vast that 
modern astronomy slips into its folds with­

out a ripple." One o f  the most read scholars, 
Huston Smith’s "The Religions o f  Man", 

sold over 3 million copies as o f  2017. ”

entity himself." Therefore, 
there is a great mantra (ma- 
havakya) i t  one o f  the Upa­
nishads: 'T a t Tvarn A si”. 
m eaning 'T h o u  A rt That” 
-- unity o fan  individual soul 
with "Brahman" -  universal 
consciousness. we also call 
it God.

O f  course, the scriptures 
o f  "dharma" not only speak 
o f  ethics, July, the laws o f  
karm a, life, the a fte r-life  
and  reincarnation: but also 
expound v ith  absolute pre­
cision the cosmic setup and 
in fin ite  tim eline. W hat is 
most intriguing is that those 
Ind ian  sages w ho ta lked  
about mys icism also talked 
about subt e  and fundamen­
tal p rincip les that govern  
everything from tiny atomic 
particlcs to g iant celestia l 
bodies and their functioning 
and existential phenomena.

This very grand conccpt 
o f  Dharma and its allied intcl-

Sm ith's "The Religions o f  
Man", sold over 3 million 
copies a s  o f  2017.

Furthermore, after taking 
a dive into Indian scriptures, 
T S Eliot a lso  excla im ed . 
"Indian philosophers* subtle­
ties nuke  most o f  the great 
European philosophers look 
like schoolboys."

W hat a p a ra d o x , tha t 
closer home, top intellectu­
als choose to  ju st d ism iss 
and belittle India's intellec­
tual heritage. And they do 
so without ever making an 
attempt to delve intoancicnt 
treasure troves. Therefore, in 
the advanced age o f  technol­
ogy and breakthroughs in 
various fields o f  academia, 
certain  people and certain 
leaders can still easily make 
the masses stand against the 
universal wisdom o f  India. 
H ope the law s o f  K arma 
will soon bring them to their 
knees.

https://eastkh3sihills.g0v.in/
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T ough  lim e s  n e v e r  Ia si, b u t to u g h  p e o p le  d o .

—  R o b ert H. S chu ller

T he S h illong  Tim es
iC.TlT-SH.VV. M1PTEMBKR 12.201

N eeded com p rehensive social auditing
IN 2017 Meghalaya was the first state to pass the 
Meghalaya Community Participation and Public 
Services Social Audit Act. 2017.’ This led lo the 
formation of the Meghalaya Society for Social Au­
dit and Transparency (MSSAT). Social audit was to 
have been conducted across 11 departments and 21 
schemes. However, this social audit was restricted 
to the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MNREGA) and it functioned under 
the aegis of the Community and Rural Development 
Department. Social audit was to be conducted across 
11 departments and 2 1 schemes. The passage o f the 
Act was widely reported across the national media 
with Meghalaya being seen as a progressive state 
and an example to other states.

The purpose of the Act was to engage citizens in 
the planning, implementation and monitoring o f all 
schemes and ptogrammcs implemented across ru­
ral Meghalaya. The Scheme drew heavily from the 
model developed by the International Fund for Ag­
ricultural Development (IFAD) Project in its North 
East Region Community Resource Development 
Project (NERCORMP which was implemented in the 
late 1990s across two o f the most backward districts 
in the states o f Assam. Manipur and Meghalaya. The 
audits are meant for villages to become aware and 
have easy access to government schemes and also 
for them to be able to take their grievances to the 
respective platforms. The purpose o f the Social Audit 
Society was to identify the handicaps in implementa­
tion o f schemes and to effect course correction and 
also policy changes.

It may be noted that the Act was passed in No­
vember 2017 diring the fag end o f the Congress-led 
Meghalaya United Alliance (MUA) government. 
Elections were scheduled in March 2018. Soon 
after the NPP-led Conrad Sangma government 
(Meghalaya Democratic Alliance) took over the Act 
was given shod shrift. Nothing is heard o f  the Act 
today. Meghalaya suffers from serious infirmities 
in that the only information that the public arc able 
to access about progress in implementation o f vari­
ous roads construction and water supply schemes is 
when legislators question the Government during the 
Assembly sessions. The media does its own investi­
gation but is limited by the nature o f  its work which 
is to report day to day events. Investigation is deep 
diving and requires investment in human resources 
that are tuned to investigative journalism which is 
an ait in itself. The roads in Meghalaya need urgent 
auditing. Why co roads cave in or develop potholes 
within a yearorless of being constructed? Why does 
road construction not include drainage for stormwa- 
ter? The fact that water runs over roads is one reason 
why the already poor road quality deteriorates so 
quickly. The other question is whether the people 
o f Meghalaya are getting value for money insofar 
as roads arc concerned. Docs the public know the 
total cost o f a road project; who the contractor is and 
whether the pol cy o f Security Deposit or Retention 
Money has been paid by a contractor who has done 
a shoddy job? The people of Meghalaya need to find 
out why the Social Audit Act has been quietly buried 
and ask that it be rcsurrcctcd.

Manipur crisis: Failure of the state 
makes political solution inevitable
T he recen t up su rg e  o f  

v io lence  in M an ipu r is a 
g rim  rem inder to  a ll w ho 
thought that the worst was 
over and that the process o f 
reconciliation, slow  and d if­
ficult though it may be, can 
at least begin. Again, it was 
a rem inder that the  s ta tus 
quo is over and a political 
so lu tio n  is th e  o n ly  w ay 
forward. T his can be in the 
form o f  a  complete separa­
tion o f  the Kuki-Zomi from 
M anipur or a much greater 
autonom y w ithin M anipur 
that will in actuality be akin 
to  a c o m p le te  se p a ra t io n  
without stating it as such. 1 
say this because it's  not just 
the K uki-Z om i w ho d o n 't  
w ant to  stay together with 
the M eite i. but the M eitei 
them selves a lso  believe in 
the same. The sustained at­
tack on the Kuki-Zomi areas, 
whether unprovoked o r not, 
is proof o f  that, along with 
the continued dcm oni/ation 
o f  the com m unity  a s ille ­
gal im m igrants and  narco- 
terrorists.

This process o f  dclcgiti- 
m i/ation o f  the Kuki-Zomi 
w as started by none o the r 
than the C h ie f  M in ister o f  
M anipur. Biren S ingh , an 
ethnic M eitei w ho had got 
into a spat with Kuki social 
media users accusing them 
o f  b e ing  from  M yanm ar. 
That w as not a spur-of-the 
moment comment but gave 
insight into h is feelings to­
wards the Kuki-Zomi com ­
munity. He also blam ed the 
c om m un ity  for be ing  e n ­
gaged in poppy cultivation 
and drug trade, declaring the 
crisis a w ar on 'narco terror­
ists '. Such c laim s a rc  ironic 
considering that the former 
Assistant Superintendent o f  
Police, Thounaojam Brinda, 
had accused Biren Singh o f 
h im self being engaged in the 
dm g trade. I f  this is indeed 
a war on drugs and against 
'n arco  terrorists, a s Brinda 
claim s, he him self is pan o f  
the sam e problem. So. is this 
c ris is being m anufactured  
so that his group (whoever 
they m ay be) can oust the 
Kuki-Zomi and take control 
o fthe  drug trade in the state? 
If  tha t’s not the case, how
can somoono w ho ha:; boon 
accused by a form er top cop 
o f  being involved in the drug 
trade fight against the very 
same dm g trade? T hat's an 
oxymoronic situation, to say 
the least.

The conduct o f  the C hief 
M in is ter  is no t lim ited  to 
m ak ing  da m ag in g  c la im s 
against a certain community: 
he has also been accused o f  
using the state machinery to 
perpetrate violence against 
them. W hile that claim  has 
to be investigated, it is very 
c lea r from  ground reports 
that the M anipur police have 
played a partisan role in the

By BUogtoram M awroh

c o n flic t. W h ethe r it w as 
in their inability to  protect 
K uki-Zom i lives o r taking 
part in com m itting acts  o f  
violence (as accused in the 
siege o f  Khamcnlok and oth­
e r locations), the state police 
has painted itself as a very 
communal force. This is also 
w here a political solution is 
becom ing inevitable.

In o rd inary  s itu a tio n s , 
r io tin g  occurs w hen non ­
sta te  actors commit acts o f  
violence against a group o f  
citizens. Here, the state then 
enters the fray to control the 
situation by uk ing  steps to 
ensure no harm com es to the 
common citizens while at the 
same time initiating actions 
to punish the non-state actors 
to  stop the violence. During 
a ll this the slate g ives a s­
surances to the beleaguered 
c itizens that t w ill protect 
the life and  property o f  all 
concerned. The m iscreants 
a re  pun ish e d  o r  b ro u g h t 
u nder contro l, g iv in g  rise  
to  con fid e n ce  a m ong  the 
c itizens that the state is doing 
its du ty ; slowly but surely 
no rm alcy  returns. T h is  is 
not the case '.viih Manipur. 
T he con tinuci violence on 
that ground is proof that the 
c itizens do no! feel safe with 
those in charge o f  the state 
machinery. And the fact that 
it is dominated by an ethnic 
com m unity which has been 
a ccused  o f  u>ing the  state 
m achinery to attack the other 
community anything short o f  
a political solution is a death 
sentence to th : latter.

L et’s take  the  exam ple  
o f  the return o f people d is­
placed by violence to  their 
original locations. Recently, 
th e re  w as  a  new s rep o r t 
that displaced M eitei from 
C hurachandpar w ere seek­
ing  to return  hom e. B iren 
Singh had also stated that the 
government was w orking on 
a plan for the resettlement o f  
displaced individuals on their 
respective lanJs. Ultimately, 
this should happen, but the 
process has to happen in both 
directions. TIk  M eitei. who 
have been displaced from  
the hills, should be allow ed 
to  return to the hills, while 
the K u k i-Z o n i, w ho have 
been chased away from the 
valley, should do the same. 
But w ith  the recent forced 
removal o f  the last remaining 
Kuki-Zomi fo n t the valley, 
it is difficult to see how  the 
Meitei can go back ju st yet. 
Even if  people are allow ed 
to  return to  tlv ir homes, the 
challenges arc not over.

R e c e n t ly ,  w h e n  m y 
friends and I were discuss­
ing the v io lc n x  in Manipur, 
ou r host (in w iose  house the 
discussion was taking place) 
told us about the plight o f

his friend, who belonged to 
the Kuki-Zomi community. 
T his individual had worked 
in the Indian arm ed forces 
and. after retirement, decided 
to  invest all his life 's savings 
into buying  a property  in 
the valley and constructing 
a house for him self and his 
family. He w as advised to 
s tay  in  S h illo n g  bu t w as 
insistent that he wanted to 
go  back to  M anipur. T he 
house  and  its be longings, 
which were w orth crores o f  
rupees, w ere destroyed and 
looted by M eitei miscreants. 
O ur host was contacted by 
his friend, requesting a loan 
o f  Rs. 10.000 as  he had no 
money left. T his is the story 
o f  many o f  those who w ere 
displaced from their homes, 
w hether from the valley or 
the hills. Will such people re­
ceive adequate compensation 
to rebuild their lives? Con­
side ring  how  the M anipur 
governm ent, dom inated by 
the M eitei, is handling the 
Meitei refugee shelters in the 
valley, it is highly unlikely 
to happen.

Will any Kuki-Zomi re­
turn to the valley? That might 
have been possible i f  they 
thought that the government 
w o u ld  be a b le  to  p ro tec t 
them. However, the partisan 
conduct o f  the government 
does not inspire any confi­
dence in that. For sure, ifany  
Kuki-Zomi w ere to attempt 
to  return to the valley, the 
radicalised non-state actors 
w ould try to attack them. The 
police, as it has been proven 
earlie r, w ill e ith e r  no t try 
to  stop them or might jo in  
them instead. W hether this 
scena rio  p lays ou t o r not. 
this is w hat the Kuki-Zomi 
fear. In any case, if  it hap­
pens. the Meitei civil society 
is not going to stop it since, 
firstly, it will face retaliation 
if  it docs and. secondly, it 
is alsocom plic it in taking a 
communal stand. The com ­
mon Meitei people, w ho may 
have nothing to  do with the 
vio lence  and  m ay w ant to 
stay together, will not com e 
out to show their support for 
the re tu rn in g  K uki-Z om i. 
I f  it w ere  to happen, such 
gestures would have already 
been visible on the ground. 
In s te ad , o n e  se es  M eite i 
mobs accompanied by Meira 
Paibis leading the attack on 
Kuki-Zom i areas. W hether 
it 's  a sentiment shared by all 
the M eitei o r not, this can 
only be read as an unmistak­
able sign that the Meitei do 
not want to stay together with 
the K uki-Zomi. This is the 
sam e  sentim ent shared  by 
K uki-Zom i as  w ell. Thus, 
g iven  tha t both com m uni­
tie s  a re  m aking  it c rystal 
c lear that the divide is now'

insurmountable, w hat option 
is left except for a political 
solution?

T here  w ill be  an a rgu ­
ment from  the  M eitei side 
that they are not against all 
Kuki-Zomi but only against a 
certain section that arc illegal 
imm igrants and engaged in 
narco-terrorism . The indis­
c rim inate  vio lence , which 
includes the rape o f  the wife 
o f  a Kargil martyr, does not 
su p p o r t su c h  a rg u m e n ts . 
Also, how will one determine 
w ho is an illegal imm igrant? 
O ne solution advocated by 
the  M eite i a nd  suppo rted  
by the N aga is to  conduct 
an N RC (National Register 
o f  Citizens). Recently, there 
was an exercise conducted 
for a sim ilar purpose in A s­
sam . with the target this tim e 
being another minority, the 
Bengali M uslims. T he exer­
c ise d id find a large number 
o f  B engali M uslim s w ho 
could not p roduce  the rel­
evant documents, but it also 
found many Bengali Hindus, 
Assamese I lindus. Bishnupriya 
Manipuri. and many tribals like 
Bodo (20.000 o f  them). Kaibi. 
and Rabha as well, who were 
subsequently excluded from the 
final NRC list. So. docs it mean 
that the Bodo (which includc 
groups like the Garo. Tripuri. 
and Konyak who actually speak 
a Kok-ISorok language ;ind not 
a Kuki-Chin-Mizo language, 
which the other Naga groups 
speak) arc illegal immigrants 
despite being one o f  the oldest 
indigenous com m unities in 
the North East? Based on the 
experience in Assam, what if 
the proposed NRC produces a 
list tliat does not includc many 
Meitei and Naga as well? Will 
the Meitei and Naga disown 
such individuals and families, 
or will they claim diat a  lack of 
paperwork does not mean dial 
they arc illegal? Will the same 
&ci lity be available to the Kuki- 
Zomi as well? 1 think wc know 
the answer to that question. 
So. what exactly is an illegal 
imm igrant? A nd will it mean 
that all th is killing has been 
over a  lie? That would be a 
c ru d  punch line to this whole 
crisis.

If the sta te  had done its 
job . the violence could have
boon con turned at tho oarli
est. But its failure to do so 
a n d  i ts  a lle g e d  c o m p lic ­
ity in fanning the violence, 
coupled with the failure o f  
the c iv ilian  M eitei society 
to  rise above its communal 
trappings, make a political 
solution inev itab le. I f  not. 
the v io lence  will continue 
unabated  for a very  long 
tim e, which will have severe 
security repercussions for the 
entire region.

(The view s expressed  in 
the  article are those o f  the  
author am ! do not reflect in 
anv way his affiliation to  any  
organiM tion o r  institution)

E x ten d in g  
th e  age lim it: 

A beacon 
o f  h ope  fo r  

M eg h a lay a 's  
youth

Editor.
In the realm o f em ploy­

ment and carcer aspirations, 
the age factor can be a de­
c isive gamc-changer. In the 
vibrant state o f  V.cghalaya, 
w here the young minds arc 
e ag e r  to  c o n trib u te  th e ir  
e n e rg y  a n d  ta len t to  the 
progress o f  the state, there 
has been a noteworthy de­
v e lo p m en t tha t d e se rv e s  
com m endation and further 
consideration.

F irst and forem ost, we 
w ould like  to  express our 
g ra titu d e  to  Mr. A dclbcrt 
N ongruni, whose unwaver­
ing support for ihe youth  
o f  ou r sta te  has ign ited  a 
significant discussion on an 
important m atter - the age 
limit for jo b  applicants. Mr. 
N ongruni's initiative, push­
ing for an increase in the age 
limit, has garncrcd attention 
and support, aiming to create 
m orc opportunities for our 
talented youth.

In light o f  the challenges 
posed  by the  C O V ID -19  
pandemic and  the sluggish 
progress o f  the Meghalaya 
P ub lic  S e rv ice  C om m is­
sion (M PSC) in conducting 
recruitm ent processes, the 
students and jo b  seekers o f  
the state have faced signifi­
cant hurdlcK in sccjring  gov­
ernment jobs. It i» in tim es 
like  these  tha t wc rea lize  
the importance o f adapting

policies to  meet the evolving 
needs and concerns o f  our 
citizens.

Recently, the Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District C oun­
c il  S e rv ic e  A m e n d m en t 
Rules. 2023, set a precedent 
by increasing the upper age 
limit for indiv iduals applying 
for jobs in the K ll ADC to 37 
years. T his progressive move 
reflects the forward-thinking 
attitude o f  the Council, en­
suring that aspirants have a 
broader window o f  opportu­
nity to  secure employment.

Taking inspiration from 
such positive steps, it's heart­
ening to note that other states 
a re  a lso  re c o g n iz in g  th e  
sig n ific an c e  o f  a d ju s tin g  
age  lim its for governm ent 
jo b  aspirants. ThcA runachal 
P ra d esh  C a b in e t, fo r  in ­
stance. has approved an in­
crease in the upper age limit 
for state civil service exam i­
nations. extending it to  35 for 
general candidates and 40 for 
scheduled tribes. Similarly, 
the Assam government has 
increased the upper age limit 
for ccrtain government job  
categories, recognizing the 
changing  dynam ics o f  the 
workforce.

In light o f  these encourag­
ing developments. it is only 
fitting to urge the authorities 
in M eghalaya to  consider ex­
tending the age limits further. 
Currently set a t 32 years for 
the general category and 37 
years for SC/ST candidates, 
there is a strong ease for rais­
ing these limits to 37 and 42 
years, respectively.

This m ow  would not only 
align  M eghalaya w ith the 
njji’ limit standards :nlopti‘il
by several other s ta te s but 
also demonstrate a genuine 
commitm ent to the welfare 
and future o f  ou r youth. It is

worth noting that many states 
have already recognized the 
m erit o f  an ex tended  age  
limit o f  up to  42 years.

T he governm ent's w ill­
ingness to adapt and respond 
to the aspirations o f  its youth 
isa  testament to its vision for 
a brighter and morc prosper­
ous ftiturc. Extending the age 
lim it is a eoncrcte  step in 
this direction, demonstrating 
a  genuine  concern  for the 
w ellbeing and aspirations o f  
our young population.

In conclusion , w c urge 
the au thorities to  consider 
and implement this critical 
change. It is an investment 
in the potential, drcam s, and 
aspirations o f  the youth o f  
M eghalaya, en su rin g  that 
they have am ple  opportu­
n ities to con tribu te  to  the 
growth and development o f  
our beautiful state.

T he future o f  our youth 
is, a fte r  a ll, the  future  o f  
Meghalaya.

Yours etc.. 
R. Sarki 
Shillong

M in im u m  
s a la ry  fo r  

te a ch e rs : C all 
fo r leg islative  

action
Editor.
The editorial "Despondent 

Teachers," (ST Septem ber 7, 
2023). rightly highlights the 
pressing concerns o f  under­
paid teachers, particularly  
those em ployed  in  private 
schools. It is indeed a m at­
ter o f  g rav e  concern  that 
som e longstanding private  
sch o o ls  con tinue  to  o ffe r 
unreasonably low salaries to

their teaching staff, despite 
their dedication and  years 
o f  service.

To tackle issues like these 
within the labour force, we 
have the M inim um  W age 
A ct in  place. Under this Act. 
which is designed to protect 
the in te rests  o f  labou re rs  
exploited by capitalist enter­
prises. workers arc catego­
rized into semi-skilled (SS). 
sk il led  (SK ], a n d  h igh ly  
sk illed  ( U Sj g rad e s. O ur 
state government, in accor­
dance w ith this legislation, 
has m a n d a t;d  m in im u m  
wage rates: INR 340 for SS. 
INR 380 fo rS K . and INR 
420 for 1 IS per day excluding 
DA. Astonishingly, in  some 
private schools, experienced 
teachers are still remunerat­
ed at rates significantly lower 
than those prescribed  for 
sem i-skilled w orkers. This 
predicam ent reveals a stark 
c o n tra d ic tio n  w ith in  o u r  
education system, whereby 
highly educated teachers in 
the private sector find them ­
selves subject to  exp lo ita ­
tion. much to  the chagrin o f  
our political leadership.

In light o f these facts, it 
is strongly  urged tha t our 
sta te  governm ent consider 
the im plem entation o f  a p ­
prop ria te  m inim um  w'age 
or salary standards for p ri­
mary. secondary, and higher 
secondary tearners, akin to 
the principle's ou tlined  in 
the M in im u n  W age A ct. 
Furthermore, any such pro­
posed  le g is la tio n  shou ld  
explicitly deem the payment 
o f  wages o r  salaries below 
the governm ent-m andated 
m inim um s for trj»rh«*rs a s
illegal. Such a leg isla tive  
m easure would serve a s  a 
pivotal step towards rectify­
ing the prevailing disparities

in the compensation o f  edu­
cators and w ould a lleviate 
the d iscon ten t am ong the 
teaching community. In the 
meantime, pending the pass­
ing o f  such intended legisla­
tion. our G overnm ent may 
consider issuing an order that 
payment to teachers below 
the wages prescribed under 
Minimum W age Act would 
hcnceforth b e  illegal.

In conclusion , address­
ing the issue o f  m inim um  
salaries for teachers is  not 
only a matter o f  moral ob li­
gation but also a step towards 
ensuring the w ell-being and 
dignity o f  those w ho play an 
indispensable role in  shap­
ing ou r future generations. 
It is hoped that our political 
leade rsh ip  recogn izes the 
urgency o f  th is m atter and 
takes sw ift and decisive ac­
tion to rectify the prevailing 
d isparities in  teacher com ­
pensation.

Yours etc., 
Krishna Chcttri 

Shillong

O ne n a tio n , 
one election
Editor,
T he o n ly  a rg u m e n t in 

favour o f  the  idea behind 
one-nation-onc-clcc tion  is 
its cost e ffec tiveness. But 
as a nu tte r  o f  fact, it would 
actually bccome more costly. 
First It would cause prem a­
ture deaths o f  som e elected 
legislatures in order to club 
them  under the  um brella  
o f  o n e  e lec tio n . S econd , 
no one  can guaran tee  in a 
pa rliam en ta ry  dem ocracy  
that a ll e lected legislatures 
b e  it som e  o f  the  V idhan 
S abhas o r the Lok Sabha 
will not go to the polls be­
fore com pleting five years

o f  their full term . There is 
hardly any  possib ility  that 
five yearsaftc ra  one-nation- 
onc-clection. Lok Sabha and 
all Vidhan Sabha elections 
w ill a g a in  a u to m a tic a lly  
com e in to  a synchronised 
jo in t event.

Some other onc-onc for­
mula be it opposition-m ukt 
o n e -n a tio n -o n e -p a r ty  o r  
onc-nation-onc-leadcr is a 
trade mark o f  a totalitarian 
reg im e w ith  the od o u r o f  
m ajoritanam sm . It is totally 
unsuitable fo ra  diverse, fed­
eral. parliam entary dem oc­
racy like ours. India's three 
language form ula and  rec­
ognition o f  22 languages as 
official languages discarded 
the  d iv is iv e  idea  o f  one- 
nation-one-language which 
helped so lid ify  ou r unity. 
Likewise India also adopted 
secularism cancelling regres­
sive one-nation-one-religion 
m ajoritarianism. We need to 
banish such one-one formula 
to  safeguard  ou r un ity  in 
diversity and to protect our 
parliam entary  dem ocracy, 
secularism and federalism as 
enshrined in the Constitution 
o f  India.

S o m e tim e s  a tr e e  has  
been pruned in a bad  way 
turning it into a sorry state o f  
one-trec-one-branch. Such 
a tree loses its balance and 
m orc often than not falls flat 
causing grave  accidents in 
die process.

Yours etc..
Sujit De.

Kolkata

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The S h illong  Times

In d ia 's  G 2 0  su m m it  a  b ig  su c ce ss  
fo r M o d i’s e le c to ra l p ro sp e c ts

Delhi decla ra tion  m anages 
to please both Russia -China, 

US-led W est
By A nn ie  Domini

O n hindsight, the New 
Delhi summit o f  G 20 coun­
tries under In d ia 's  p res i­
dency. from S eptem ber 8 
to 10. could be  seen as a 
one-size-fit-all type o f  cloth­
ing. which wrapped around 
deep  d ifferen c es o f  rival 
gcopolitital blocs, primarily 
fed by the United States on 
the one  hand, and  C’hina- 
Russia on the other. India is 
increasingly situating itself 
a s  a bridge country  tha t's 
a  conciliato ry  link nation 
betw een ;hoppy  w aters o f  
international relations, and it 
has indeed managed to give 
the otherwise m oribund G20 
g rouping a decent facelift 
under its presidency.

U nder the leadership o f  
Prim e M inister N arcndra  
Modi, with h is penchant for 
extravagant event manage­
m ent. the ro ta tio n al G 20 
presidency had been turned 
into a veliicle for the ruling 
pany 's  nonstop propaganda, 
an excuse to  p ro jec t him  
as the “Vishw aguru” . The 
G 20 logo carrying the lotus 
symbol, synonym ous w ith 
h is pany. the BJP. as well 
a s  Narcndra M odi's face on 
massive hoardings and b ill­
boards dotting every street in 
Delhi and other Indian cities

w ere ilrcady  preparing 
the average  Ind ian  for a 
blitzkrieg o f  G 20 advertis­
ing. Eventually, central D el­
hi w as barricaded and forced 
into a quasi-lockdow n, its 
hom eless e v ic te d , slum s 
dem olished, strays locked 
up and the poor forced be­
hind absurd green screens, 
to sanitise tin: area  for its 
global glory.

N everthele ss, the  G 20 
summit became notable for 
both the presences a s well as 
conspicuous absences. US 
president Joe Bidcn. clearly 
the most anticipated guest. 
flew1 in and rubbed shoulders 
with Mo<li and other world 
leaders in several choreo­
graphed and photographed 
events, such a s the one  at 
Rajghat paying homage to 
M ahatnu  G andhi. O thers 
lik e  U K  P r im e  M in iste r  
Rishi Sunak waltzed around 
with his wife Akshata Mur- 
thy. taking in the adulation 
o f  be ing  'I n d ia ’s  son-in - 
law". Canadian PM Justin 
T rudeau , I ta ly 's  G eo rg ia  
Mcloni, France's Emmanuel 
Macron. Australia's Anthony 
Albancsc European Union 
ch ief Ursula Van dcr Lyon. 
World Bank's A jay Banga, 
IM F 's ( iita  G op ina th . all 
made their presence felt in 
various degrees.

On the other hand. Bra­
z il's  L u ll De Silva. South 
A frica's Cyril Ramaphosa. 
Saudi Arabia's crow n prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman and 
others tried to make up for 
two crucial absences that 
o f  Chinese President Xi Jin­
ping and Russian President 
V ladim ir Putin — both o f  
whom were represented by 
the ir deputies, p rem ier Li 
Q iang and foreign minister 
Sergei Lavrov. Importantly, 
the African U nion becam e 
a permanent m em ber o f  the 
G 20 groining. a significant 
developm ent in sync w ith 
the  cu rren t tim es  o f  the  
m iddle continent asserting 
itself in global fomms.

The Delhi D eclaration, 
w hich w is  a nnounced  on 
September 9 .tum cd out to be 
a laudable diplom atic coup, 
p leasing  ev e ry o n e  in  the  
room, including the presi­
dents o f  Russia and China. 
By omitting any reference to 
Russia and using the phrase 
“ w ar in Lkraine" instead o f  
c ither Russia-lJkraine War. 
o r w ar against Ukraine, the 
Delhi G25 docum ent signi­
fied a key turn in geopolitics, 
in w hich .he West is clearly 
w inding down its nefarious 
adventure o f  fighting Russia 
to the las. Ukrainian, while 
the  G loba l Sou th  stands 
firm ly neutral and  refuses 
to  condem n M oscow  for 
its stancc. Expccicdly. the 
Western media is confused 
between New D elhi helping 
out its old friend Moscow, 
w hile shaking hands with 
Washington very publicly.

M o reo v e r, th e  D elh i 
D eclaration ticked  a ll the 
boxes o f  cu rren t in te rn a ­
tional discourse, focussing 
on c lim ate contingencies, 
peace, stability and security 
o f  all nations, strengthening 
o f  m u ltila tera l p la tfo rm s

by making them morc rep­
resentative, pandemic pre­
paredness. reform ing global 
financial institutions, Iiealth 
care , e duca tion , sk ill d e ­
velopment and a  balanced, 
sustainable growth, among 
se v e ra l o th e rs . M any  o f  
the poin ts read sim ila r to 
those in the Johannesburg 
D eclaration o f  the BRICS 
XV summ it in South Africa, 
held last month, even though 
the tone w as milder, with all 
criticism o f  the West turned 
into platitudes for more in­
ternational cooperation and 
less competition.

T he announcement o f  the 
India-M iddle E ast-E urope 
E conom ic corridor, a s  its 
name suggests, is a  signifi­
cant achievement, evidently 
to counter China's Belt and 
Road Initiative and its grow­
ing hold on West Asia and 
the rest o f  the world. Backed 
by the U nited  S tates, the 
I ME EC would be one more 
potential route for India to 
trade w ith the G u lf States as 
well as the W est, along with 
the  ex isting  In ternational 
North-South Transport C or­
rido r be tw een  India. Iran 
and Russia, as well a s the 
M iddle C o rrido r betw een  
China-Central Asia-Turkyie 
(o r  G e o rg ia /B la c k  Sea )- 
Europe.

W hile the sight o f  Modi. 
B idcn and  C row n  Prince 
Bin-Salman made for great 
photographs, it must be re­
membered that for this latest 
trade route to  see the light o f  
day. much new  infrastruc­
ture would need to be built, 
including putting in freight 
corridors through the harsh 
Arabian deserts. Moreover, 
the route will pass through 
a n um ber o f  p o rts  o p e r ­
ated by the Chinese in West 
Asia, with the exception o f  
Haifa in Israel, fo r which 
b illionaire G autam  A dani. 
very close to Modi, bought 
the r igh ts o f  opera tion  in 
January o f  this year fo r a 
hetty sum  of over a billion 
US dollars. In addition, die 
convoluted logistics o f  the 
alternative route needs to be 
ironed out. especially when 
a shorter route through the 
Red Sea and the Suez Canal 
already exists, and BRICS's 
new' member, Egypt, mainly 
controls this indispensable 
shipping route valve.

A nother sign ifican t d e ­
ve lopm en t cam e  on Sep- 
icm bo- 8. when the India-US 
jo in t statement cam c on the 
sidelines o f  G 20. Para 18 o f  
the joint statement has raised 
eyebrows amongst observ ers 
o f  external affaire as well as 
among the leaders o f  oppo­
sition. stating: “ Both sides 
recom m itted to  advancing 
India's emergence as a hub 
fo r  the  m a in te n an c e  and  
repair o f  forward-deployed 
U.S. N avy assets and other 
a irc raft and  vesse ls . T he 
leaders also welcomed fur­
ther commitments from U.S. 
industry to  invest m orc in 
India's maintenance, repair, 
and overhaul capab ilities  
and facilities for a ircraft."  
O p p o s itio n  M P M a n ish  
Tcwari has asked if  this could 
be construed as the beginnings 
o f  having US military bases 
in India, a development that 
would put a massive question 
mark over New Delhi's legend­
ary and time-tested neutrality, 
and certainly make BRICS 
partners. China and Russia, 
rather uncomfortable.

However, neither Moscow 
nor Beijing has yet made much 
ofdx*se details. In (act, Russian 
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov 
commended India on a succcss- 
fiilG20. saying tlut New Delhi 
prevented the West from mak­
ing G20 about Ukraine, and 
instead made it about greater 
bargaining rights for the Gk>bal 
Soudi. Bidcn, meanwhile, flew 
to Hanoi for a US-Victnam 
bilateral summ it, where he 
mcd that tlx; Modi administra­
tion didn't allow for a press 
conference, although he did 
mention human rights issues 
to the Indian Prim e M inis­
ter. H ow ever, the  Ind ian  
m a instream  m edia  w ould 
brush it aside, and  hail the 
G 20 as h is to ric , w hich it 
w as in a m ellow  w ay o f  
averting  m ajor d iplom atic 
confrontations, and politely 
asking for m ore representa­
tion for the  G lobal South 
in m ultilateral forum s and 
financial institutions. (IPA 
Service)
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Three parties in less 
than two years

* Trust is built with consistency.M
—  Lincoln C hafec
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C o rru p tio n  a n d  im m un ity
A Supreme Court order this week, clarifying 

its removal in 2014 o f  the “ immunity” to se­
nior central government officials from probe 
in corruption cases, is significant. The apex 
court made it clear that its 2014 order, that in­

vestigating agencies need not seek prior central 
government permission for arrest o f  — o r probe 
into actions o f  — errant officials, w ill apply 
retrospectively. The court order would apply to 
such cases registered before 2014 too. Notably, 
the present case had been filed by a ch ief dis­
trict medical officer in Delhi, who was arrested 
in 2014 while allegedly accepting a bribe. His 
argument, inter alia, was that the CBI had not 
taken prior permission from the Ccntrc before 
his arrest. The ease kept dragging.

It is common knowledge that cases in In­
dian courts go round in circlcs. The ultimate 
beneficiaries are the law violators who get a 
long rope to defend themselves and ultimately 

escape the arms o f  law. Investigations go on and 
on. arguments and counter-arguments are done 
with neither dcII nor brake, spokes are put into 
the wheels of justice, and final judgm ents are 
delivered after decades. Only the well-heeled 
can afford such expensive exercises in the name 
ofjusticc-dispensation. Successive governments 
did not show the nerve to rectify the system 
flaws. The Modi government, which completes 
two term s in office shortly, did too little in 
such respects. As a result, the system is getting 
increasingly corrupt and the bureaucracy is wal­
lowing in corruption: and so are the politicians. 
They arc. rather, hand-in-gloves. The arrests 
o f  a few officials here or there, o r a top politi­

cian like Chandrababu Naidu in AP, are simply 
cosm etic acts when seen from a wider angle. 
These actions hardly ever served any purpose 
other than lamely justifying the relevance o f  the 

investigation agencies.
It must also be noted that the “protection” to 

senior government employees against arrests 
was granted by a BJP-led NDA government 

in 2003 and this provision continued till its re­
moval by the Supreme Court in 2 0 14. The Delhi 
officer’s arrest happened when this law was in 
force. The apex court now made it clear that 

its 2014 order has retrospective effect. Clearly, 
this officer could not claim  immunity from ar­
rest. The NDA government in 2003 apparently 
exceeded its brief. This unwarranted grant o f  
’■protection" to senior officials emboldened them 
to indulge in corruption. Notably, the corruption 
graphs vis-^-vis the bureaucracy and the politi­
cal establishments have registered a sharp rise 
in the past 20 years. This is not to blame all the 
officials o r politicians. The num ber o f  the cor­
rupt bureaucrats or politicians today is more than 
the num ber o f the upright in these ranks.

In November 2021 along 
with .Vlukul Sangma and 10 
other Congress MLAs. he left 
the Congress for the All India 
Trinamool Congress (AITC), 
In D ecem ber 2022 he quit 
the T rinam oo l to  p ledge  
his allegiance to the saffron 
flag. By the time you read 
th is article he would have 
donned the NPP colours. So 
three pan ics in less than two 
years! The person in ques­
tion is H im alaya  M uktan 
Shangpliang.

The retired MCS officer 
and nominated IAS ofliccr 
benefited from the Mukul- 
PN S y icm  feud a n d  w as 
given the Congress ticket to 
contest from  M aw synram  
constituency in 2019 Quite 
sensationally , he em erged 
v ic to rio u s again st Syicm  
w ho had form ed the now 
defunct. People ' Democratic 
Front (PD F). Probably his 
proximity to the then ch ief 
minister. Mukul Sangma did 
the trick.

W hen the form er c h ie f  
minister was sidelined from 
the Congress he obliged his 
‘boss* so that the required 
two-thirds rule was acquired 
for merging with the AITC. 
F.vcn political novices knew 
that it was a political blun­
der. E veryone  knew  tha t 
T rinam ool in M awsynram 
would be a no contest. Yet 
he went ahead following his 
followers who claim cd that 
po litica l p a rtie s  a rc  mere 
‘football uniform s.' Realis­
ing his slip-up he found a 
new hero in Prime Minister, 
Narcndra Modi loftily laud­
ing him for his 'development 
oriented agenda.’ Left with 
no alternative he thought that 
‘the com m unal’ party might 
give him a better chance to 
retain his scat. To justify  his 
actions he even announced 
that it was the ‘Rangbah Ba- 
lang’ and ‘Tymmcn Basan’ 
(local Church leaders) who 
prompted him to embrace the 
‘anti-Christian’ party.

He didn 't fare badly. He 
was the runners-up to the 
UDPcanJItlatc by 955 votes. 
Entry to the Assembly was 
den ied , nevertheless . So. 
almost immediately he had 
issues with the state leader­
ship. On the way out his tar­
get is Ernest Mawric, who for 
the ‘young BJP’ member, did 
nothing much to strengthen 
the BJP in M eghalaya. He 
even  a cc u sed  M aw ric  o f  
nepotism , that is. g e tting  
h im se lf  recom m ended  by 
MLA. AL lick  for political 
appointment while ignoring 
the ‘job less ex leg isla tor'. 
The state 's Mahila More ha 
is right w hen they lashed 
out at their former leader for 
his ‘never ending search for 
greener pastures.’ They saw 
his brief leadership a no-asset 
for the party.

The reason for his joining 
the NPP bandwagon is b e ­
cause the BJP spokesperson 
was appointed Adv iscr to the 
Gov ernment o f  Meghalaya’s 
Education Department by the 
NPP government. He himself 
revealed that ch ief minister, 
C o n ra d  Sangm a a nd  h is 
deputy, Prcstonc  Tynsong 
direc tly  contacted him for
the job lo  compensate for

By Albert Thyrniang

his absence in the Assembly. 
An u n d e rs tan d in g  m ight 
have been arrived at to allot 
the NPP ticket to hint in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
As it is being Mated the ‘short 
du ra tion ’ BJP man turned 
to the NPP b;causc he was 
not assured by the present 
leadership o f  being the BJP 
M P candidate. So the exit 
was logical, for apart from 
surety o f  party ticket, he 
fancies the NPP a belter bet 
than 'unacceptable BJP in 
Meghalaya."

Wc bluntly and directly 
ask this politician. “W hat is 
your ideology?" “ How are 
you able to  so quickly adapt 
to  d iam etrica lly  d ifferen t 
ideo log ies?*  "O r do  you 
have an ideology a t a ll?"  
Less than two years  ago . 
a s a Congressman, he was 
anti BJP and anti-N PP for 
aligning with the Congress' 
enemy no. 1. A little after he 
declared that only the TM C 
could fight the BJP. Strange 
but tntc, in a year's time he 
jo ined  the very BJP itself. 
Now, six months later he is 
a NPP leader.

ang Nongbah College, also 
in Jovvai. invited the VPP 
MLAs to grace the gradua­
tion day. It was a slap on the 
face o f  the government and 
the local MLA. The pain still 
persists.

The head tcachcr has a l­
ready apologised to the gov­
ernment in her reply. Perhaps, 
in schools not only election 
songs should be permitted 
but politics itself should be 
taught therein. Ideology and 
its importance should be pan 
oflhccurriculuni. Questions 
like • what do different politi­
cal panics stand for and what 
arc the ir social, econom ic 
and religious stance are valid 
questions?  In M eghalaya, 
‘What is the Congress here 
for? 'W hat is the BJP 's core 
belief?’ '  What is actually the 
ideology o f  the N PP? * * What 
about the U D P and o the r 
regional parties? ' These and 
more should be part o f  the 
conversation in schools and 
certainly in colleges. Then 
m ay be a m ore conscious 
socicty may emerge.

The NPP and others part­
ners o f  the  M DA-I and II

“The government issued a  show cose notice 
to the principal o fJo w a i Government Girls 

School fo r  'wilfully perm itting 'students 
to p lay the unofficial VPP election song during  

Teachers ’ day  celebrations. M o tv  than 
being concerned with educational institutions 

turning into political fie ld s  the government 
is worried about the increasing popularity  

o f  the VPP. Two weeks ago Kiang Nongbah 
College, also in Jowai. invited the VPP MLAs 

to grace the graduation day. ”

These sort af habitual par­
ty changers must be rejected. 
Zero  ideology po liticians 
must be shunted. Personal 
benefit seekers should not 
be given space in public life. 
Convenience takers should 
have no rooir. Opportunists 
bereft o f  any ideology should 
be condemned. I'his is the 
sentiment o f  the voters. In 
the last elections, except for 
a couple o f  them, turncoats 
were soundly taught a les­
son.

It may wc I turn out that 
the newest NPP acquisition 
will end up fighting agaiast 
h is  f o rm e r  c o l le a g u e s .  
V incent P a li and  G eorge  
Lyngdoh in the  nex t M P 
elec tions. Should wc say 
that no th ing  is b izarre  in 
politics?

The governm ent issued 
a show  case noticc to  the 
principal o f  Jowai G overn­
ment Girts School for ‘wil­
fu lly  pcrm it.ing ' students 
to play the unofficial VPP 
dcction  song during Teach­
e rs ' day celebrations. More 
than being concerned with 
educational institutions turn­
ing into political fields the 
government i? worried about 
the increasing popularity o f  
ih<* VPP IV vow rrkt ago Ki-

havc no issue when students 
participate in elections ral­
lies and other electioneering 
activities. No political par­
ties have expressed concern 
at the sight o f  many young 
people singing, dancing and 
engaging in joyrides in in­
toxicated state. T his w riter 
has reliable information that 
in the last elections first time 
voters were given money and 
liquor. Is this not worse than 
playing a song in a school 
cam pus?  Politica l pa rties  
engage college students to 
distribute money to  voters 
much older than them dur­
ing elections. O r is  it okay 
in the election arena while 
it is w rong  in the  school 
premises? W hy is the gov­
ernment so perturbed when 
a party song is played during 
a school celebration while it 
is indifferent to the use o f  
money power before young 
people during elections? IAS 
and MCS officers and other 
government servants also act 
as elec tion  officials. They 
show -caused a principal b e ­
cause her students innocently 
played a song associated with 
a party but close their eyes 
when malpractices take place 
d u rin g  e lec tio n s . Should
gnnil valnri he taught rlur-

ing school hours while bad 
ones a rc  im parted  during  
elections?

The NPP has the right to 
expand itself but not at the 
cost o f  p ro p rie ty  and  the 
sta te 's exchequer. It looks 
like the party grants fav ours 
to  anyone prov ided  he  o r 
she jo in s the parly. Martin 
Dango was given the Ran- 
ikor Civil Sub-Division but 
he was asked to dum p the 
Congress and join the NPP. 
Bajop Pynrope jo in e d  the 
NPP soon a fte r  criticising 
the ch ief minister for singing 
‘Sum mer o f  6 9 ’ in F.uropc 
duringCovid. He w as given a 
post he hardly contributed to 
as alleged. The PDF MLAs 
merged with the NPP prob­
ably in exchange for favours. 
If five crores w ere promised 
before election the citizens 
o f  the sta te  a rc  intelligent 
enough to guess the amount 
after winning.

MDA 2.0 is well known 
for political appointments. It 
is on an appointment spree. 
It has defeated itself on po­
litical appointm ents. From 
I lamlct lXihling to PT Sawk- 
mic to IIM Shangpliang and 
other advisors, chairmen and 
co-chairmen, they are a dime 
a dozen. Losers o f  last elec­
tions have turned political 
appointees. They a rc  kept 
in good humour. Not only 
the N PP but the coalition 
partners arc using the state 
resources for their political 
in terests. The salaries and 
perks am ount to  crores o f  
rupees but their contribution 
is questionable. Either they 
arc incompetent o r they are 
superfluous. C hairm an o f  
the Meghalaya State Health 
Advisory Board. Mayralbom 
Syicm 's insistence o f  ‘per­
form and perish’ is certainly 
not true. Till the term o f  this 
governm ent ends they are 
going to be there. No audit 
w ill be conducted on their 
performance. The tax payers 
will continue to fund their 
high remunerations in spite 
o f  th e ir  in sign ifican t and 
obscure contributions.

It is not only this politi­
cian who is guilty. Political 
parties too are guilty. They 
accept any 'w innablc ' candi­
date even from an arch rival. 
1 fail to understand how can 
Congressm en jo in  the BJP 
and  vice  versa. Howr can 
they make an effortless shift 
in ideologies lhat arc 100 de­
grees in contrast? It happened 
in A ssam , in G oa, in M a­
nipur. in Karnataka recently. 
It is currently happening in 
Madhya Pradesh. Sensing 
the  C o n g re ss ' w in in  A s­
sembly elections scheduled 
for the year end many BJP 
leaders are shifting camps. 
Wc will witness more cases 
a s  the Lok Sabha elections 
approach. IIM Shampliang 
and the NPP have led the way 
here in Meghalaya.

It is positive to hear lhat 
the VPP has decided not to 
accept anyone who has been 
associated with another po­
litical party into their fold. 
Hope the newest party slicks 
to its decision to minimise 
the practice o f  donning m ul­
tiple political colours unscru­
pulously.

Ind ia  a t the  
ep icen tre  o f 

in te rn a tio n a l 
developm ents

Kditor.
A 37 page  jo in t  d e c ­

lara tion  was issued at the 
conclusion o f  G20 after the 
c ffo n so f India. After Nehru. 
Modi's supremacy in foreign 
affairs is well known. Nehru 
founded the Non- Aligned 
Movement along with Mar­
shal 'fito and Anwar Saddat 
and about hundred countries 
joined this Alliance. Just as 
Nchm was at ike epicentre 
o f  all international develop­
ments, Prime M nister Modi 
is now at that place. Previ­
ously we felt proud o f  Nehru 
and now wc have the same 
fee ling  about Modi. Even 
in Pakistan whcihcr it is the 
ruling party o r th : opposition 
both are speaking in praise o f  
Modi due to the successful 
foreign policy o f India

India, w hich p layed  a 
key role in ge tting Africa 
adm itted  to  the G 20, can 
also use this achievement to 
position itself as the leader 
o f  the Global South, a lag 
which China aspires to. For 
the first time after the Group 
o f  20 ’s large economics was 
founded in 1999, its members 
have agreed to admit another 
member- The African Union 
o r AU. When the block lhat 
accounts for 80 percent o f  
p roduction  adm its  a new 
m em ber for the first tim e 
after 24 years, it speaks for 
itse lf  about its importance 
in global geopolitics. Africa 
has natural resources which 
arc spread over 55 countries, 
and by adm itting  the AU 
as its member, the G-20 is 
treating AU ai par with ihe 
European U nion, the only 
intcr-govcrnm cnta l forum  
to have the m em bersh ip  
o f  G20. Africa has another 
v a luab le  a s sc t - il s  young  
popu la tion . AU accoun ts  
for a m ere 2.84 percent o f  
the global GDP. compared

to C h ina's 19 percent and 
India's 9.3 percent.

In  aiming for fundamen­
tal reform s in the way the 
w orld lives and consumes, 
th is  y e a r 's  G 20  Sum m it 
has delivered a remarkable 
blueprint for renewable cn- 
eigy .And lhat is also in in­
novation in green hydrogen 
as clcan energy, sustainable 
d e velopm en t, refo rm s in 
m ultila tera l developm ent 
banks and  d ig ita l public  
infrastructure to deliver ser­
vices io large societies. Wc 
can say lhat it was India's 
finest hour in international 
affairs as it brought the most 
econom ically powerful na­
tions o f  the world together 
in a consensus on diverse 
and divisive issues ranging 
from ihe U kra ine  w ar  to 
green initiatives to  try and 
save the planet from global 
warming caused by climate 
change. At last, an ambitious 
set o f  goals have been docu­
mented and signed which is 
a big ach ievement o f  the G20 
conference.

Joe Bidcn had again re­
affirmed the U S’s com m it­
ment for Inda 's  quest for a 
permanent s o l  in ihe United 
N ations Security Council. 
In  a jo in t statement issued 
by the White House during 
his visit lo Delhi. Bidcn de­
clared his unwavering sup­
port for India's pennanent 
membership in the Security 
C ouncil. B idcn 's endorse­
ment o f  India as a permanent 
UNSC scat is a testam ent 
to the USA's recognition o f  
India's growing stature on 
the w orld sugc . India, the 
w orld 's largest dem ocracy 
and a burgeoning economic 
powerhouse has consistcntly 
playcd a constructive role 
in international affairs. Ils 
commitm ent to peacekeep­
ing missions.cngagcmcnt in 
climate change negotiations 
and its role in p rov id ing  
affordable healthcare solu­
tions during the Covid-19 
pandem ic , underscore ils 
dedication to global well- 
being. The significance o f  
ihis endorsement extends be­

yond India's national inter­
ests. It represents a broader 
acknow ledgm ent lhat the 
U N SC needs a facelift to 
address the complex chal­
lenges o f  the 21st century 
effectively

During the G 20 confer­
ence  a broader consensus 
had been made am ong the 
e igh t co u n tries  fo r inter- 
connectiv ity . T he idea o f  
such  a jo in t in frastructure 
programme was first floated 
over 8 months ago in another 
forum  called  I2u2 which 
comprises the likes o f  India, 
Israel. US and UAE.

India remains a signifi­
cant exporter o f  consum er 
goods and labour to  West 
Asia. I f  im plem ented suc ­
cessfu lly , the pro jec t w ill 
p rovide an alternate route 
for Indian exporters to the 
G ulf, A rab, E uropean and 
even African markets. The 
scopc o f  the project, at the 
initial phase, is to  connect 
UAE and Saudi Arabia with 
India, but it finally aims lo 
extend the railway project up

to the port o f  Haifa, in Israel. 
The proposed 'Land-Bridgc' 
project is envisaged under 
the US initiative o f  'Build 
Back Belter' World (B3W ) 
which aim s to  address the 
infrastructure dcficit o f  $40 
trillion in developing coun­
tries and to sav e them from 
China’s debt trap policy. For 
India the pro jec t aim s lo 
enhance its logistics connec­
tivity with the G u lf region, 
which can  be extended to 
African nations via Egypt, 
and beyond thereby boosting 
India's trade com petitive­
ness. It offers India access 
to  E uropean  m arke ts  and 
provides an additional ac ­
cess  rou te, bypassing the 
Suez Canal. It also counters 
C h ina's dom inance  in the 
region.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email
Articles and letters ap­

pearing on ihis page arc 
ihe views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong  Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

these same leaders like gen­
era ls leading a march past 
in  a dictator's country, try 
to  show  ftces hard, ru th­
less and unmerciful to  the 
cameraman!

I t’s time to smile!
Obama ivas the first A fri­

can American president, and 
could have shown the w orld 
a stem . ang.ry face full o f  re­
sentment for past hurts to his 
people anc maybe himself, 
but instead show ed one o f  
gentleness and compassion.

It is time w c learnt to do 
just that.

W hen wc don’t and show 
unb link ing  eyes w ith  no 
trace o f  a  sm ile, wc don 'l 
show strength but ihe bag­
gage o f  tl«  past wc carry, 
w h ich  is  a h uge  sign  o f  
weakness.

T he most successful gen­
erals had the kindest faces 
but were ruthless in battle. 
They didn't waste their en ­
e rgy , ke ep ing  th e ir  bow  
permanently taut, but bent 
the bow on y when the arrow 
needed io ly . and strike.

The smile seems to have 
disappeared from som e o f  
the faces o f those who rule, 
and seemingly ihe feeling 
try ing  to be conveyed  is. 
‘‘Sec  how  tough  w c arc! 
Beware!"

W ell, it w as a sm iling  
face that won ihe U S Open, 
and  one, which had faced 
hurts and taunts o f  those who 
stood in  h :r  way but used 
them as fuel for victory!

Yes. dc ir  friends, victory 
doesn't come with those stent 
looks o f  hitc  you carry, nor 
the baggage that pulls you 
down, but comes in thanking 
historical insults and events 
for the unintentional push 
they gave.

But I 'd  like to go further 
on this same subject. To be 
able io use insults as fuel, 
wc need to also learn how
lo handle ihcm. when they 
are thrown at us:

In ancient G reece  and 
Rome, the Stoics, a group o f  
philosophers who preachcd 
the value o f emotional resil­
ience —  and whose teach­
ings h;ivc plenty o f  m od-
crn-day devotees —  urged

kara te, judo , and  a ll that 
good stuff. By ihe end o f  
the summer, he had become 
quite strong: w hai's more, 
he felt ready to take on Big 
John.

So on tlx; next Monday, 
when Big John oncc again 
go t on  the bus and  sa id , 
‘‘B ig  John do e sn ’t p ay !.” 
the driver stood up. glared 
back at the passenger, and 
screamed. "A nd why not?"

With a surprised look on 
his face. Big John replied, 
"B ig John has a bus pass.”

How like ihe d river wc 
arc.

Wc th ink  ev ery  s ta te ­
ment is an insult. Wc look 
at ourselves and instead o f  
seeing in ourselves a good 
person, w c feel ourselves to 
be a mere five feet three and 
everybody around six feet 
tall and taking advantage.

Wc scowl at our neighbor. 
Yell at colleagues and think 
the w orld laughs a t us.

We grit our teeth. Icam 
ka ra te, buy a bigger car. 
laiger house, and still won­
der why they laugh.

"W hat's so  funny?" wc 
finally ask.

"Nothing,”  they say puz­
zled.

"Then why are you laugh­
ing at me?”

“But w e're  not laughing 
at you, vvc'rc sm iling at a 
good clean happy day!"

Moral o f  this piccc:
Be sure there is a prob­

lem in the first place before 
working hard to  solve one. 
especially i f  it's an insult you 
arc scowling over!

So next lime an iasult is 
thrown ai you. handle it well, 
then grab it. and take it lo 
your mind's refinery o f  posi­
tive thinking and convert it. 
like  C oco  G au ff d id  into 
your fuel for success!

Then sm ile  a sm ile  o f  
thanks for the victory you’ll 
win from the insults o f  those 
who d idn’t believe in you..!

The Author conducts an 
(M in e  Writers and  Speakers 
Course. For m ore details 
send  a  thumbs-up lo him on 
WhalsApp 9892572883.

hobsbanter@ gmail.com

Those Who D idn 't B e­
lieve In Us..!

There were smiles on her 
facc and teirs o f  joy  as Coco 
G au ff won the  US Open. 
She was given the mike as 
is ihe custcm. and without a 
moment's hesitation thanked 
God for giving her strength 
to do her best and beat the 
mighty opponent who she’d 
won against.

In a fc.v m om ents she 
w as given a cheque for 3 
million dollars but not b e ­
fore site also thanked all the 
people who did not believe 
in her!

Strange statement coming 
from a facc without any hate, 
anger o r rancour, bccause 
such is nonnally based on 
struggle , suppression and 
colour oppression.

But in te r thanking the 
vciy sam e.C oco was saying 
that those very challenges o f  
suppression gave her muscle 
to beat world champ, Aryna 
Sabalcnka.

And thcerovvd applauded 
seeing her cheerful, smiling.
(>od-thanking facc!

It’s the race I ’m going to 
concentrate on right now. 
because all around me as our 
country takes baby stq>s and 
quickly bijjger steps into the 
world arena, wc have lead­
ers with faces full o f  anger 
and  haic. They, a lso  talk 
o f  those who tried lo  stop 
them , those w ho stood  in 
our path as a  country, those 
who threw insults at us for 
many centuries, but instead 
o f  acknowledging that this is 
how wc developed muscle.

adherents to let insults go. 
‘‘M any have taken  sm all 
injuries much more seriously 
to  heart than they need ,” 
wrote the Stoic philosopher 
Seneca. "T hebest revenge." 
advised fellow Stoic and Ro­
man Emperor Marcus Aure­
lius. "is to be unlike him who 
performed the injury."

A nd q u ite  o f ten . I ’ve 
found, what wc thought is 
an insult, wasn't one:

One day. a bus driver went 
to the bus garage, started his 
bus. and drove oft'along the 
route. No problems for the 
first few stops -  a few people 
got on. a few got off. and 
things went generally well.

At the next stop , how ­
ever. a big hulk o f  a guy got 
on. Six feet eight, built like a 
wrestler, anus hanging down 
to the ground. He glared at 
the driver a nd  sa id . "B ig  
John doesn 't pay!" and sat 
down at the back.

Did I m ention that the 
d riv er w as ju s t f ive  feet 
th ree , th in , and  basica lly  
meek? Well, he was. Natu­
rally. he d idn 't argue with
Big Jo h n , bu t he  w asn 't 
happy about it.

Ihe  next day the same 
thing happened -  Big John 
got on again, made a show 
o f  refusing to pay. and sat 
dow n. A nd the  next day. 
and the one after lhat. and 
so forth. 'Ihis grated on the 
bus driver, who started los­
ing sleep over the w ay Big 
John was taking advantage 
o f  him. Finally he could no 
longer stand it. He signed up 
for body building courses.

mailto:hobsbanter@gmail.com
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The Khasi National Dorbar @100 
and the two Christian Reverends

“ Attitude determines the cdtitude o f  l ife ”
—  E dw in  Louis Cole

T he S h illong  T im es
N..|N-:I W N|.A< Mill tOM.. Illl IM IW V II'II Mill K U.

W an ted  p ro g ressiv e  M L A s
MLAs arc expccted to be broad-minded, futuristic 
and progressive and that is exactly what Nongpoh 
MLA Mayralbom Syiem o f the UDP has proven 
to be. Meghalaya has crossed its 50th year yet the 
enemies o f progress have kept it behind the times 
by creating a feer psychosis over every development 
plan. The Khasi Students’ Union (KSU) has opposed 
the railways coming up to Bymihat for over 40 years 
now and politicians o f all shades have not had the 
moral courage or the political nerve and the vision 
to break through this logjam although a goods train 
would have lowered the price o f most essentials 
coming into the state and also made Meghalaya less 
dependent on Assam for everything. In the early 
days of the resistance against the railways the alibi 
trotted out was that there the railways would bring 
in more influx. This claim needs to be buttressed by 
facts and figures. In fact, henceforth any group that 
opposes any development plan has to compulsorily 
give the government a white paper showing the eost- 
beneflt analysis of a project. In this case the panics 
resisting the railways project should be able to give 
a cogent explanation on the plus and minuses o f the 
project and prove their point not by oral claims but 
by a study they have conducted.

It was alleged in the past that the tmck lobby was 
the one flexing its muscles against railways and that 
they used pressure groups to further their plans. 
This may not be far from the tmth. That successive 
governments failed to deal with such self-seekers 
also points to the weak governance in Meghalaya 
for the past five decades. MLAs are supposed to 
be leaders not lo be led by populist opinions. The 
MDA Government now into its second term and 
with a comfortable majority should be able to break 
through this logjam.

The rest o f India, including states of the North East 
have all welcomed the railways. They include states 
like Mizoram. Nagaland, Tripura. Arunachal Pradesh 
and now even Sikkim is sought to be connected to 
the railways. Why should Meghalaya alone remain 
in the backwoocs? As it is, Meghalaya is still heavily 
dependent on Assam for air travel. With flights only 
connected to Kolkata and the twicc a week flight to 
Delhi we are far behind all the other states. The pres­
ent government with a business and finance expert at 
the head has to ensure that Meghalaya takes off on 
the development trajectory pronto because that alone 
can ensure employment for the burgeoning number 
of employable but unemployed youth. Besides, not 
everyone is cut out to be an entrepreneur!

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

S u p re m e  C o u r t  m u s t d e c id e  c a rlv  
a b o u t  r e p e a lin g  S e c tio n  I2 4 A  o f  IPC

Centre is confusing its 
stand on Sedition Law 
through its proposed bill

By S ush il Kutty

L etters  to  the E d ito r

E ducation  
M in is te r’s 

vacuous claim s
Editor.
T his letter is  written in 

response  to  the Education 
M in ister 's  press statem ent 
to a  section o f  the media on 
Septem ber 11. 2023 where 
he mentioned the proactive 
steps taken by the govern­
m ent to  im prove the edu­
cation  sector especially  in 
government a ided colleges.

Firstly . I would like to 
seek clitiificalioii fioui the 
E ducation  M in ister  w ho 
has recen tly  taken charge 
regarding his statement vis 
a vis the sanctioned teaching 
posts in the deficit and ad- 
hoc colleges in the state. Can 
he ca tc sorica lly  state how 
many o l the total number o f  
posts have been sanctioned 
in the last decade in each o f  
these aided colleges? A s far 
a s I am  aware the number o f  
sanctioned posts for teaching 
s taff has not increased much 
in these colleges for the gov­
ernment to make the claim 
o f  "proactive steps." Rather 
a majority o f  the sanctioned 
posts  he m entioned  w ere  
those already created two to 
three decades earier.

Secondly, many o f  these 
deficit and ad-ho; colleges 
w hich had over tie  last two 
d e c a d e s  in tro d u c ed  new  
departm ents have done so  
by rec ru i tin g  teachers  in 
the college posts, (w hile a 
few through recruitment in 
sanctioned posts which are 
transferred posts that w ere 
e a r lie r  a lloca ted  to  o the r 
existing departments). If  one 
carries out a study in the col­
leges both ad-hoc and deficit, 
e specially those .oca ted in 
Shillong one wil find that 
there is an increase in the 
num ber o f  posts ;>f college

-appointed teachers in these 
colleges. Further the study 
w ill also reveal that many 
o f  these teachers are paid 
a consolidated pay while a 
few receive tegular scale o f  
pay. T h is  lack o f  uniform  
minimum pay structure is be­
cause their pay is determined 
by the respective G overning 
Bodies o f  these institutions 
and  based on the financial 
condition o f  the institution. 
Sadly for these  categories 
o f  teachers, a lthough they 
perform  the sam e w ork as 
the sanctioned post college 
teachers the very right o f "  
equal pay for equal w ork" 
is violated and  till d a te  it 
rem a in s a far  cry. In the 
private colleges which have 
mushroomed over the years 
the plight o f  these teachers 
is even  w orse  w here  they 
are paid a pittance for their 
service o f  nation building.

To add  to  this the gov­
ernm ent which c laim s it is 
proactive  has till da te  not 
taken  any  steps to  en sure  
tha t the serv ices o f  teach­
e rs  in  ‘co llege  posts* are 
p rotected. T his m eans the 
governm ent has not done 
anything to  ensure that these 
c o lleg e s w hich  a re  a ided  
by the  governm en t adopt 
un ifo rm  se rv ice  ru les for 
the category o f  college post 
teachers. The plight o f  these 
educa ted  em ployed  youth 
is that they a rc  explo ited  
th o u g h  th e y  pe rfo rm  the  
ro le  o f  n a tio n -  b u ild e rs . 
Though the Government o f  
M eghalaya has notified the 
M anagement Rules in 2013 
to  g overn  the  G overn ing  
Bodies o f  these institutions 
it has sadly not m entioned 
any rules o r regulations that 
will safeguard the interests 
o f  these college posts teach­
ers who arc under the direct 
con tro l o f  the  G overn ing  
Body1 Management.

In spite o f  not being active 
in the  political sphere  and 
also not able to convene the 
regular annua! Dorbar as laid 
down in the foundational rule, 
the Khasi National D orbar 
managed to commemorate its 
centenary year and the one- 
day affair w as held with fan­
fare on the September 4.2023 
at the Khasi National Dorbar 
I (all. Mawkhar. Shillong.

O n the  o the r hand, the 
Sh illong  R ecords C o llec ­
tion  C e n tre  (S R C C ) a lso  
published and distributed the 
booklet en titled , Ka Khasi 
N ational D orba r-K a  D ap 
Shi Spah Sncm  1923-2023." 
(The Centenary Year o f  Khasi 
National Dorbar 1923-2023). 
This concise booklet is the 
testament to the works o f  the 
D orbar in  the  past hundred 
years.

W ith the so le  objective  
o f  preparing the Khasi tribal 
community to face and em ­
brace the foreseeable changes 
and to lay dow n the founda­
tion o f  self-rule, the Khasi 
N ational D orbar w as for­
mulated during its first ses­
sions which were held from 
September 4-6. 1923. at the 
residence hall o f  Rev JJM  
N ichols Roy in Qualapatty, 
Shillong.

To understand the Khasi 
tribal (political) context then, 
it is essential to look at the 
developments in the pan India 
movement for independence. 
In 1918, the first world w ar 
had ended  and the British 
crown granted India the G ov­
ernment o f  India Act 1919, in­
stead o f  the Constitution and 
independence. A s a  result, 
the non-cooperation move­
ment w as started and in the 
first two decades o f  the 20th 
century the struggle for inde­
pendence took a formidable 
shape. Sensing the impending 
political developments which 
were to  ensue, the Kliasi lead­
ership, namely, Kmuin Manik 
Syiem o r  ruler o f  M ylliem 
State. B idor S ingh. Syiem  
o r ruler ofN ongkhlaw  State. 
J J .M  N ichols-Roy. W ilson 
Reade and three others shot 
o ff a notice to the length and 
breadth o f  the region inviting 
al I the rulers, nobles and com ­
moners o f  the various Khasi 
States and entire community 
to gather for the D orbar to  
be he ld  in S h illong  from  
September 4 -6, 1923. In the 
notice dated Ju ly  27. 1923 
these leaders made vivid the 
objective and the necessity 
o f  the Dorbar in these words- 
"You are all aware that the 
people o f  India had started a 
great movement for self-rule 
and  ind e p en d e n ce . S ince  
1921 the British rulers had 
initiated certain reform s to 
facilitate participation o f  na­
tive Indians in G overnance... 
therefore it is imperative upon

Thirdly, the introduction 
o f  the  N EP 2020  and  the 
F Y U P prog ram m e w here  
new and additional courses 
like Skill Enhancem ent and 
Multi Disciplinary Courses 
ctc.. the G overnment which 
c laim s to  be proactive has 
not even  sa n ctio n ed  new

Cists. Had the government 
ren committed to improv­

ing the education sector and 
our unemployed youth they 
could have done so i f  they 
had planned the implementa­
tion o f  N EP by sanctioning 
additional posts a t least for 
these courses. Sadly, it may 
be pointed ou t tha t even a 
college run by the govern­
ment is recruiting teachers 
for these new courses on an 
hourly basis. A s a matter o f  
fact when the Supreme Court 
had passed a judgement on 
introducing Environmental 
Education (M  C M ehta vs 
Union o f  India case in 1991) 
a s a subject in colleges the 
G overnment has till da te  not 
created sanctioned posts for 
the deficit and aided colleges 
for this subject in Deficit and 
ad-hoc co lleges. C olleges 
w hich w ere  c om pelled  to 
introduce this subject in the 
semester system and contin­
ue running this course now, 
re n a m e d  as v a lu e -ad d e d  
courses under FY U P are do­
ing so  by recruiting teachers 
under col I ege posts.

L astly , the  n um ber o f  
a ided and private colleges 
are far more than the govern­
m ent co lleges in  the state. 
Is it not high tim e for this 
p roactive  governm ent un­
d e r  the  le a d e rs h ip  o f  an 
efficient Education Minister 
to walk the talk and act pro­
actively rather than making 
tall claim s o f  w hat the G ov­
ernment has done for these 
aided institutions.

Hducation as a subject is 
under the Concurren t List

the native tribes o f  the Khasi 
Hills to  wake up and to think 
for the good and future o f  the 
Khasi Nation i l relation to the 
ensu ing  governm ental and 
legislative reform s...to  pre­
pare ourselves.. .and to build 
the community in the sphere 
o f  education, self-rule and in 
every aspect o f life ..."

The first proceedings o f  
the Khasi National Dorbar. 
Dated September 4-6, 1923. 
listed the naircs o f  54 male 
m em bers, who w ere  pres­
ent at the D crbar and also 
recorded the participation o f  
nearly 300 other attendees. 
T hese  include th e  Syiem s 
(R u le rs )  o f  various K hasi 
N ative  State*, nobles and  
com m oners. A m ongst the 
hundreds o f  Jttcndecs. Rev 
J J .M  Nichols Roy and Rev 
M on Lyngdoh o f  L aitum ­
k h rah  w ere  a lso  p resen t. 
P rim arily , the sessions o f  
the Khasi N ational D orbar 
w ere political in nature, but 
the tw o Reverends had made 
their mark beyond the eccle­
s iastical walls. They w ere 
socio-religious leaders o f  re­
pute whose pastoral ideology 
w as shaped by the politics 
o f  the day and they heeded 
to  the call o f  the struggling 
community. On the first day. 
the Khasi N ational D orbar 
elected Join Manik, Syiem o f  
Sohra (ruler c f  Sohra State) 
as the Chairman and Hajom 
Kissor Singh as the Secretary 
re spective ly . Fu rthe r, the 
reso lu tion  was adopted  to 
constitute the !Xirbar and the 
members were allowed to de­
liberate, debate and introduce 
m otions/b ills ctc. N otably, 
between 1924and 1928 three 
important legislations, viz., 
Ka Ain Long Khun Hima 
Ha Ki Khasi States (Citizen­
sh ip  A ct in Khasi States), 
Ka Ain Bri Khyndcw Ha Ki 
Hima Khasi (Land Law in the 
Khasi Statcs)and Ka Ain Hiar 
bad loh Patent: Ha Ki Hima 
Khasi (Inheritance and Suc­
cession Law in Khasi States) 
w ere introduced and debated 
threadbare in the consecutive 
sessions over the period o f  
four years before they were 
enacted. In the sessions held 
on the October I -2.1925, the 
Khasi National Dorbar also 
debated and settled the other 
tw o critical issues pe rta in­
ing to question o f  who is a 
Khasi? and tie  participation 
o f  women. Subsequently, the 
Khasi National Dorbar passed 
the amendment allowing full 
m embership o f women.

O n perusing the records 
available and analysing the 
issues which w ere debated 
a t the  in itial years  o f  the 
K hasi N ational D orbar. it 
can  be  in ferred  tha t bo th

implying that it is as much 
the  re sp o n s  b ili ty  o f  th e  
centre a s it is o f  the state. 
The NEP 2020 is  a policy 
o f  the  centre and currently 
is being run in all colleges 
through ou r proactive G ov­
ernment which is concerned 
about ou r youth but where 
and w hat are the steps taken 
so far by this proactive G ov­
ernm ent tow ards ensuring 
quality? The answer is that 
in the last three decades the 
governm ent’s preparedness 
has not been visible. It has 
hardly create:! a substantial 
number o f  sanctioned posts. 
Rather the Government lias 
shrugged o ff  its responsibil­
ity tow ards the colleges o f  
which the ma.ority are aided 
and private, f  the M inister 
c la im s  o th e rw ise  can  he  
public ly  share how  many 
posts have b :cn  created in 
the aided co lcgcs - college 
wise. The fact o f  the matter 
is that the only step that the 
G overnm ent has  taken  so 
far is the constitution o f  the 
State Education Commission 
in July 2023.

Y ourccic..
A Basaiawmoit.

Via email

Jawaan: A 
powerful cinematic 

experience
Editor,
In a  society w here  po ­

litical discourse often takes 
a back scat to  e n te r ta in ­
m ent a nd  sensationalism , 
the recently  released  film  
"Jaw aan” has em erged  as 
a powerful reminder o f  the 
critica l role inform ed and 
e n g aged  c it  z ens p la y  in 
shaping the future o f  their 
country. D irected by A lice 
and featuring :hc iconic Shah 
Rukh Khan. "Jawaan" boldly 
addresses various pressing

Rev Mon Lyngdoh and Rev 
J.J.M Nichols Roy had played 
a critical role and  contrib ­
uted im m ensely w ith their 
in-depth knowledge on cul­
tu re, history, trad ition  and 
their core beliefs on justice 
and equality.

The tw o Reverends had 
their roots in Christian M eth­
od ism . bu t both ended  in 
separation from the dominant 
Welsh M ethodist Presbyte­
rian Church and formed their 
ow n  ind igenous C hristian  
C hurch cs. T he Rev J J .M  
Nichols-Roy established the 
Church  o f  G od  o r  Balang 
U Blei in 1902, while Rev 
M on L yngdoh s ta r ted  the 
C hrist N ational Church or 
Ka Balang Trai Ri U Khrist 
in 1924.

It is evident that before 
1887 Rev M on  L yngdoh 
had resided in Lum Mawrie 
a t Laitumkhrah and accord­
ing to Professor D.L Watjri, 
“ Babu Mon Lyngdoh w as the 
eon o f  Riang Bareh and wae 
married to Shamai Mawrie. 
He w as a man with immense 
know ledge and  reason. He 
w as respected for his kind­
ness and deep moral values. 
He was die Pastor whose faith 
and commitm ent w as rooted 
in the gospel value o f  love thy 
neighbour and lived by it in 
his relations with others."

Babu Mon Lyngdoh was 
ordained a s  the Pastor o f  the 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist 
Presbyterian Church at the 
A ssem b ly  m eeting  w hich 
w as held in Shangpung in 
1913. His grasp o f  the Khasi 
indigenous culture and his­
tory was profound and he had 
written tw o articles in Khasi 
en titled . “ Ka rukom  khcin 
ja it  ki Khasi bad  Syntcng 
(Khasi & Syntcng Lineage 
system) and "Ka dustur ioh 
bynta ki kur bad ki khun na 
ka kamai u kpa ha ri Khasi 
bad Syntcng" (T he custom  
and right o f  inheritance o f  the 
elan m em bers and children 
from the self-acquired prop­
erty o f  the father) which were 
published in  U Nongialam  
Khristan in 1912 and 1915 
respectively.

Babu Mon Lyngdoh*s un­
derstanding and knowledge o f 
matriliny. inheritance, gender 
justicc and role o f  women in 
politics and governance were 
reflected in his first article. 
While, in the second article he 
expounded the conccpt o f  tip- 
kur tipkha vis a vis the right 
o f  inheritance by the children 
a nd  m em bers o f  pa ternal 
clan. It is to be noted here, 
the Khasi concept o f  ka Tip 
Kur Tip Kha is to know and 
respect one 's own maternal 
and paternal kinships. This 
is  the fundam ental feature

political and  social issues, 
offering a thought-provoking 
na rra tiv e  tha t tran sce n d s 
the c on fines o f  the silver 
screen.

At a tim e w hen media 
ou tle ts  a nd  governm enta l 
a g e n c ie s  h a v e  s tru g g le d  
to  e ffec tiv e ly  convey  the 
gravity  o f  certain  societal 
challenges, "Jawaan* steps 
forw ard to  bridge the gap. 
Tlic film courageously tack- 
Ics issues tha t have plagued 
the nation for years, issues 
tha t o f ten  go  ig n o red  o r 
minimized am idst the noise 
o f  daily life.

One o f  the central themes 
o f  the  movie is the  alarming 
rate  o f  farm er su ic idcs in 
India, shedding light on the 
plight o f  those w ho feed the 
nation but remain ensnared 
in debt and despair. "Jawaan" 
fo rces us to  c on fron t the 
harsh realities faced by these 
individuals and their fam i­
lies. urging us to  consider 
w hat more can be done to 
support agriculture and rural 
communities.

F u rthe rm ore , the  film  
delves into the rampant cor­
ruption in the healthcare sec­
tor. a subject that hits close to 
home for many citizens who 
have experienced the frustra­
tions o f  a broken system. It 
unapo logetica lly  p o rtrays 
the need for a com prehen­
sive overhaul o f  th is sector, 
em phasizing that lives are 
at stake.

P e rh ap s  m o s t im p o r­
tan tly , "Jaw a an "  e m p h a ­
sizes the disconnect between 
e lec ted  o f fic ia ls  and  th e  
pu b lic , h ig h lig h tin g  how- 
far removed those in pow er 
can becom e from the dailv 
struggles o f  o rd inary  c iti­
zens. Through the character 
o f  Vikram Rathore. the film 
calls on us to demand greater 
accountability from our lead­
ers and to  actively engage in

o f  Khasi life and it governs 
every walk o f  life, their reli­
gion. belief and all social laws 
and customs. Though the line 
o f  descent is taken from the 
mother, yet the father is the 
pivot around which the whole 
family revolves. According to 
Babu Mon. the biblical value 
o f  love thy parents and neigh­
bour is also embedded in the 
conccpt o f  tipkur tipkha.

On the other hand. Rev 
JJ .M  Nichols-Roy w as one 
among the six children bom 
to U Khali Than Roy and Ka 
Rimai Sy iem lich . H e w as 
bom  in Mawsiarwait, Sheila 
in 1884 and later bccam c the 
communicant member o f  the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church 
at Sheila in 1899. A fter com ­
pleting his primary educa­
tion, Joy M ohon (Rev J.J.M 
N ichols Roy) w as sent out 
to continue his high school 
education at Shillong G ov­
ernment High School. Later 
he w ent as far a s Calcutta 
to further engage in higher 
studies and the cosmopolitan 
environment o f  the city chal­
lenged his naivety. However, 
the opportunity to be exposed 
to  and engage with the wider 
society shaped his inquisitive 
mind and pilgrimage.

Rev J.J.M N ichols-Roy's 
political journey began when 
he w as first elected to  the 
L egislative C ouncil o f  A s­
sam  Province in 1920 and 
he w as also instrumental in 
the formulation o f  the Sixth 
Schedule to the Constitution 
o f  India and the formation o f  
Autonomous District C oun­
cils  in the United Khasi & 
Ja in tia  H ills D istrict since 
1952.

During the sessions held 
from  A ugust 11-13, 1924, 
Rev JJ .M  Nichols-Roy spoke 
about the danger o f  assimila­
tion o f  the miniscule Khasi 
tr ibe  w ith  the  H indu  and 
Muslim majority com m uni­
ties. He firmly believed that 
the Khasi idea o f  freedom, 
dem ocracy and the ir ethos 
stood in sharp contrast with 
people o f  other regions. He 
w as also critical o f  the Syi­
ems o r Native Rulers o f  Khasi 
States w ho failed to fathom 
the impending dangers and 
challenges that would befall 
the Khasi tribe in Indepen­
dent India. This carnc from 
their lack o f  knowledge and 
wisdom. He fearlessly spoke 
o f  the asp irations o f  tribal 
people  and  the ir  e th ics o f  
equality, castc lcssncss and 
classlcssness which are not 
found in mainland India.

In conclusion, the Khasis 
had contributed the ir share 
towards the history o f  inde­
pendent India. Thus, the story 
about Khasi National Dorbar 
is crucial to  our struggle for 
participatory democracy and 
autonomy.

the democratic process.
W hile the film serves as 

a compelling mirror reflect­
ing society’s issues, it doesn't 
s to p  there. "Jaw aan" a lso  
o ffers a g lim m er o f  hope, 
em phasizing the importance 
o f  speaking out against in­
ju stice  and  advocating for 
change. It sends a pow er­
ful m essage  tha t o rd inary  
Citizens have the pow er to  
m ake a difference, especially 
through their votes.

In a tim e  w hen  vo te r 
apathy and  disillusionm ent 
w ith the political system are 
|>icvalciil. "Juwadn” se lves 
as a wake-up call. It encour­
ages audiences not only to 
a p p re c ia te  the c in em a tic  
experience but also to intro­
spect and  take action. The 
film reminds us that being 
a responsible citizen is not 
lim ite d  to  c as tin g  a vote  
every few years: it involves 
actively participating in the 
democratic process, holding 
le ad e rs  a c c o u n tab le , and  
w ork ing  tow ards positive  
change in our communities.

In summ ary, "Jawaan" is 
not just a film: it’s  a powerful 
call to action. It demonstrates 
the potential o f  cinema to en­
gage. inform, and inspire. It 
challenges us to  be educated 
and responsible citizens who 
can shape a brighter future 
for our nation. "Jawaan" is 
indeed a must-watch movie 
tha t o ffe rs  both en terta in ­
m ent and  en lig h te n m en t, 
reminding us that our voices 
and  votes can make a  pro­
found impact on the society 
w e live in.

Yours etc., 
R Sarki.

Via emaii

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are  
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

For th ; umpteenth tim e 
in um pte:n years. Section 
124A o r w hat is called the 
Sedition law could end up 
facing the guillotine though 
the Centre wants the process 
ha lted  with the S uprem e 
C ourt clearly  not w illing  
to  a cq u ie sce . T h e  M odi 
government is no different 
from  o th e r g overnm en ts . 
W hen in the  o p p o s it io n , 
all parties c lam our for the 
com plete striking dow n o f  
Section  24A  but it is  an

a lto g e th e r  d if fe re n t tunc  
when in government. This 
time, however, the Supreme 
C ourt appears to b e  in no 
mood to give in.

G o away' is the sentiment 
in the  apex court desp ite  
both the  a tto rney -genera l 
and solie tor-general doing 
the ir bes. to convince  the  
top court to back off. The 
constitu tional v a lid ity  o f  
Section 124A will be heard, 
period. A Constitution bench 
o f  five justices will hear the 
case. For those who haven't 
a  clue. Scction 124A o f  the 
IPC crim inalises sedition. 
T he Centre said there was 
no need to r the hearing as 
the IPC vas being replaced 
by the Bharatiya Nyaya San- 
hita Bill, which is currently 
before a Parliament Standing
Committee.

But the Suprem e C ourt 
has its own code as attorney 
general R V enkataram ani 
and solicitor general Tushar 
Mehta c a n e  to  realize. The 
top court refused the Cen­
tre 's  rc q jc s t to  d e fe r  the 
hearing. Note that Section 
I24A is <till in the Consti­
tution. but there is also ihe 
Bharatiya N yaya Sanhita. 
Tire proposed "new  law' in 
a penal sta tu te  w ill have 
o n ly  p rospective  a nd  not 
retrospective  e ffec t" . CJ1 
DY C handrachud m ade it 
c lear tha tas long as Section 
124A remained in the statute 
book, the “challenges need 
to be assessed accordingly" 
and no new law will change 
the status o f  the thousands 
o f  criminal cases still to  be 
prosecuted under Section 
124A.

The firc-judge Constitu­
tion bcnch will look a t the 
decision c fa  five-judge Con­
stitution Tench that had in 
1962 upheld the validity o f  
Scction I24A. T he popular 
sentiment today is to strike 
dow n Scction  124A a lto ­
gether and be done w ith it. 
The 1962 judgm ent (Kedar 
Nath Singh versus State o f  
Bihar) orily tested Section 
124A against Article 19(1) 
(a) o f  the Constitution and 
not agairct Article 14 (equal­
ity before law).

The proposed Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita Bill, which 
is be fo re  ih e  Parliam en t 
Standing C om m ittee, does 
not have a matching provi­
sion like Section I24A . but 
Section I >0 o f  the 'Sanhita' 
while giving the stick to "se­
d ition" resorts to  the words 
"endangering sovereignty.

unity and integrity o f  India" 
to  sp e ll ou t the  o ffe n ce . 
With the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita Bill, sedition got a 
longer name, which senior 
advocate  Kapil Sibal said 
w as more "draconian" and 
“ much worse”.

" P ro se c u tio n s  w ill go  
o n ”. S ibal w arned. O ther 
problems with Section 124A 
include that it docs not dis­
tin g u ish  be tw een  " s ta le "  
and "government", and the 
's t a t e ' can n o t a lw ay s  be

"governm ent'. The fact o f  
the m a tte r is the  colon ial 
era sedition law should have 
gone w ith the British Raj but 
it d id not and continues lo 
be used indiscriminately by 
successive governm ents o f  
independent India to curb 
dissent.

T he m om ent a govern­
ment resorts to  Section 124 A 
that governm ent tu rns au ­
thoritarian and by that reck­
oning almost every  Indian 
regime sincc Independence 
has been authoritarian and 
the M odi governm ent has 
had its share o f  authoritarian 
streaks. But then noth ing  
should be  surprising as Scc­
tion I24A  w as a  British Raj 
law to suppress opposition to 
foreign colonial rule: target 
Indian nationalists.

T he pity is. a ll govern­
m ents since Independence 
have been aping the colonial 
governm ent. The law  has 
been  u se d  to  s ile n c e  the 
critics o f  the government in­
cluding journalists, students, 
academia, and political ad­
versaries. T he sedition law 
has w ide applicability and 
carries a maxim um  sentence 
o f ‘life '. But it is the proccss 
that is the  punishment.

Every tim e there is a new 
Parliament session demands 
for putting the sedition law 
to rest are made. But noth­
ing happens. In 2022, the 
Suprem e C ourt had  put a 
hold on the use o f  Scction 
124A . It w as c o n sid ere d  
thal i f  Parliam ent did not 
act on the controversial law, 
the Suprem e Court would 
rule on  its constitutionality. 
Ensuring India's compliance 
w ith in te rnational hum an 
rights is  another reason why 
S cction  124A shou ld  go. 
That said, old w ine in a  new 
bottle is out o f  the question. 
The Supreme Court should 
stand firm, not buckle under. 
Only an early decision by the 
top court will put an end lo 
this blackmail.

Bottom -line, the British 
repealed  its  ow n sed ition  
law in 2009, w hat is India 
waiting for Armageddon? 
In India, sedition cases have 
risen by 30 percent during 
M odi Raj. That is huge 
500sedition cases involving 
7000 people, accord ing  to 
one count. T he talk is people 
a rc  b e in g  c h a rg ed  under 
Scction 124A for cracking 
Modi jokes. It is funny but it 
isn 't funny. Laughing could 
attract Scction 124A. (IPA 
Service)
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Are tribal students incapable of 
learning Mathematics & Science?

“  There s nothing like desperation to sharpen  

your sense o f  focus. w
—  T hom as N ew m an

The Shillong T im es
\„l\,rl\V u. ........... MM >MHH< lv .V'?l

A genda fo r ‘ In d ia ’
THE INDIA alliance is far from a cohesive en­
tity. The chinks in its arm our are there for all to 
see and fat hem. Yet, the leaders o f  the alliance 
are mindful of the fact that the only way to face 
the BJP-lcd NDA is to stand united and face 
the com ing parliament polls. With the alliance 
o f  the Opposition dem onstrating its relevance, 
if  not m ight, by w inning a set o f  assem bly 
byclections in various states a week ago. there 
is increasing frenzy in their ranks about a pos­
sibility o f  ousting the BJP from power through 
a united push. However, at state levels, a  simi­
lar unity is unlikely to materialize. Even in the 
Lok Sabha polls. INDIA alliance can work out 
a seat-sharirg  arrangem ent in several states, 
but not all states. Fact is that they have nothing 
much in common o ther than a goal to defeat the 
BJP and share pow er at the Ccntrc. AAP chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal has made it clear that 
the opposition alliance would be irrelevant if the 
Congress decides to go it alone in Delhi for the 
Lok Sabha polls. Unity in the opposition ranks 
is still a far cry.

However, differences are not holding back 
the opposition leaders from taking the push 
forward. They have decided to  hold public 
m eetings across the country to dem onstrate 
their collective might. The first such meeting 
would be he d in the first week o f  Octobcr in 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, where assembly polls 
are round the comer. The first INDIA coordina­
tion committee meeting held in Delhi has also 
decided to immediately start the seat-sharing 
talks. A sense o f  urgency is gripping them amid 
speculations o f  the Modi government pushing 
the One Nation, One Poll agenda and the likeli­
hood o f an advancement o f  parliament polls. It 
was with this in mind that the opposition alliancc 
has also decided to zero in on the castc-ccnsus 
issue. This could turn out to be a counter to the 
BJP’s Hinduiva-bascd push to polarize Hindu 
votes. Large sections o f  Hindus being in the 
lower castes, the opposition alliance is aiming 
at dividing the Hindu votes and get the numeri­
cally stronger segments o f  the population from 
among the backward castes to the anti-BJP fold. 
It is more o r less certain that this could form the 
basis for the INDIA alliance’s campaign strategy 
for the coming parliament polls. The SP in Uttar 
Pradesh, the RJD and other non-BJP parties in 
Bihar could be depended upon to lead the anti- 
BJP charge in these states. So would the DMK 
in Tamil Nadu. Clearly, the INDIA alliance's 
strategy is to effectively neutralize the BJP-lcd 
NDA in the coming polls.

By Patricia M ukhim

The dynamics of 
unemployment 

solutions
By Benjamin Lyngdoh

F ra n k  ta lk  by 
th e  C M  an d  
E ducation  
M in ister

F.ditor.
Wc wc Iconic the frank 

statement o f  the C h ief M in­
is ter  “ K eep politics away 
from education;! institutes” 
as reported on the front page 
o f  the Shillong Times, Sep 
14, 2023. In seconding this 
s ta tem en t, th e  E ducation 
M inister also called for the 
separation o f  politics from 
education.

The CM also recounted 
h is conversation w ith the 
former Education Minister. 
Manas Chaudhui who urged 
the implementation o f  the 
National Education Policy 
2020. Manas Chaudhuri was 
the first education minister to 
conceive a state education 
policy. Being a member o f  
that group. I can vouch for 
the commendable com m it­
ment that ultimately resulted 
in the first cducition policy 
for the state.

It is regrettable that the 
various bodies that crcatc 
and  im plcm cni education  
policy for higher education 
in the sta te  seem to have 
reached  an iim assc . It is 
a lw ays easy to  find faults, 
deficiencies and loopholes 
in the system, if  that is w hat 
one is looking for. At the 
same time, if  all panics take 
a constructive stance, a good 
beg in n in g  can  d e fin ite ly  
be made. Ultimately it is a

positive attitude, and well- 
m ean ing  le a d e rs h ip  tha t 
can win the day for a good 
cause.

NF.P 2020 is a  good cause. 
It is futile to  claim that it is 
an 'im ported ' product from 
the USA. So what? If  it will 
bring about development and 
livelihoods, surely that is a 
good thing. It is fashionable 
for le ft-lean ing  aca d em i­
cians to  dccry liberal a rts 
education as being a toot ol 
capitalism . H as this ideol­
ogy brought prosperity and 
jobs for our youth? Maybe 
such ideologues would like 
M eghalaya to  continue to 
be poor. Wc have to be more 
pragm atic  in so lv in g  ou r 
social problems.

W hile  N E P 2020  p ro ­
motes a liberal aits approach 
to higher education, it has 
noteworthy components o f 
vocational, value-added and 
interdisciplinary education. 
In terdisciplinarity  specifi­
cally calls for a multipronged 
approach to solving a social 
problem, such as the Sustain- 
ability Development Goals.

It is true that NEP 2020 
has ccrtain inbuilt challeng­
es. which have been rightly 
talked  about. But col lege 
teachers are knowledgeable 
and well-rounded persons. 
Surely ind iv iduals w ith a 
p o stg ra d u ate  o r  doc to ra l 
degree  can teach  beyond  
their subject. Som e o f  the 
subjects like “Understanding 
India" can suiely be taught 
by any teacher. Wc need not 
be restricted to the rigid silo 
o f  our discipline.

The pioneers o f  Montes-

Over a decade ago those 
ru n n in g  th e  M e g h a la y a  
Board o f  School Education 
(MBoSE)and the StatcCoun- 
cil for Iiducaiion.il Research 
and Training (SCERT) d e ­
c ided in their wisdom that 
Mathematics should no lon­
g e r be m ade com pulsory  
for passing the 1 ligh School 
Leaving Certificate (HSLC) 
Exam later callcd the Senior 
School Leaving Certificate 
(SSLC) Exam . The reason 
for this brainwave was be­
c ause  to o  m any studen ts 
were failing in Mathematics. 
Insicad o f  carrying out a de­
tailed survey on the reasons 
for the poor performance o f  
students in the SSLC exams 
the educational experts took 
a  unilateral decision to make 
Mathematics non-compulso- 
ry. Hence students scoring 
even single digit m arks in 
Mathematics would pass their 
SSLC exams. This decision 
is  deep ly  flaw ed bccause  
it deprives the students o f
analytical skills. Mathematics 
helps students to break down 
a complicated problem into a 
scries o f  tractablc steps. This 
requires logical thinking.

M a th em atics  sha rpens 
skills ofobscrvancc and anal­
ysis. Several o f  the regions 
and functional areas o f  the 
brain that arc activated during 
p rocessing  o f  m athem ati­
cal statements arc strongly 
involved in visual attention, 
visual processing, recall and 
w orking memory, say edu­
cationists. There arc certain 
qualities that are nurtured by 
m athematics. They include 
reasoning power, creativity, 
abstract or spatial thinking, 
critical thinking, problem- 
solving ability and even ef­
fective communication skills. 
In our day to day lives wc use 
measures in several aspects 
such a s cooking, stitching, 
even knitting. Wc count, sub­
tract. divide, multiply almost 
unconsciously and yet when 
it comcs to writing an exam in 
matltematics why do students 
fare so poorly? I f  students 
are not learning mathematics 
they arc naturally switching 
o ff  a part o f their brains. This 
would naturally result in that 
part o f  the brain not being 
used even in their daily lives. 
It is common to hear students 
and even some grown-ups 
putting up their hands and 
saying that Mathem atics is 
beyond the ir ken. But wc 
also have PhDs in Mathemat­
ics from among the Khasis. 
Perhaps wc should seek out 
these gem s and ask them to 
share their expcricnecs on 
how they managed to scalc 
the heights that their peers 
and the younger generation 
today  find  da unting . O ur 
problem as a  socicty is that

sorian education in India. 
R abindranath  Tagore and 
G ijubhai Badhcka. spoke 
firstly o f  kindness to  ch il­
dren. The welfare and future 
o f  our students must be our 
priority.

P e rh a p s  th e  v a r io u s  
groups in the mix o f  things 
can organize an acadcm ic 
confcrencc to see how wc 
can make small beginnings 
a nd  take  graded  steps to 
achieving the goals ol N bP 
2020. We ow e it lo the youth 
o f  our state, who so  often 
have been buffeted by forces 
beyond their control, and arc 
forced to study in a broken 
system.

Yours etc..
Glenn C. Kharkongor, 

Via email

E d u ca to rs  left 
to fend  fo r 
them selves

Editor.
Y esterday's new s head­

lines screamed: ‘Keep poli­
tics away from our sacred 
e d u ca tio n a l in s titu tio n s .' 
It struck m e as profoundly 
perplexing, given that this 
plea camc from a tcachcr- 
turncd-politician . Equally 
intriguing is our C hief M in­
ister's penchant for conjuring 
arb itra ry  figures, such  as 
400-500 crores. to fund the 
implementation o f  the NEP. 
I long for the day when the 
public demands a meticulous 
breakdown o f  these numbers, 
seeking to uncovcr whether

we don’t seek out those that 
can motivate ou r younger 
generation to break new paths 
and scale new heights.

It is  interesting to  note 
thal am ongst the scientists 
that worked with the Chan- 
drayaan team were quite a 
number from the North East 
Regional InstiutcofTcchnol- 
ogy (NF.RIST) in Arunachal 
Pradesh and a few o f  those 
were from Manipur and As­
sam. As can be cxpcctcd there 
were none fircm Meghalaya. 
One o f  the reasons why we 
perhaps don’t see too many 
passing the elite c ivil ser­
vices is also bccause most o f  
those who have qualified in 
these past few years arc from 
the engineering o r medical 
streams. I have hardly met 
IAS probationers who have

com c  from  ihe pure  A rts 
stream in a long time.

A study on the MBOSE 
results 2020 revealed that 
only 12 per c:nt o f  students 
in Meghalaya opted for the 
Science stream while 7 per­
cent op ted  for C om m erce 
and a whopping 81 pe rccn t 
students took up Arts. Can wc 
imagine the disequilibrium 
in this system? W here will 
the 81% o f  sttdents find jobs 
within the stale o r even out­
side it with an unimaginative 
educational curriculum that 
docs not impart life  skills 
such as communication skills, 
questioning skills, the skill to 
problcmatizc ksucs lhat cause 
anxieties in our society?

W hat is t.>day clubbed  
as Science. Technology. En­
gineering ami Mathematics 
(STEM) is a big part o f  what 
students need to Icam to give 
themselves a fair chance in 
the jo b  market since this is a 
technology driven world. One 
o f  tltc reasons why we arc so 
flawed in  our arguments is 
bccause wc lack mathemati­
cal skills. Ifourstudcnts Icam 
early  in  life to  implement 
mathematical logic, and to 
read tex ts analy tica lly , i f  
they Icam to irgue logically

they  fall w oefully  sho rt, 
extravagantly excessive, or 
hamtoniouslv matching the 
requirements Such transpar­
ency would >hinc a light on 
(he depth o f  consideration 
and dedication invested in 
resolving the financial in ­
tricacies o f  the NEP imple­
mentation.

W hat stings the most is 
w itnessing politicians cry 
foul when their agendas are 
challenged. In contrast, the 
valour o f  teachers. bravely 
defending their principles, 
raises alarm bells for a state 
accustomed »  seeking sub­
stantial hancouts from the 
central government, ranging 
from essentia! provisions like 
water and seeds for farmers 
to lavish luxury ears, he li­
copters. and opulent cruises 
for the ruling elite. The web 
o f  falsehoods spun in an era 
o f  cancel cu tu re . is aimed 
sq ua re ly  a t the  ste ad fa st 
teaching community, and it 
serves as a stark reminder o f  
society’s tcnccncy to follow 
without qucs ioning.

Yet. what eaves me truly 
astonished is Ik  recent state­
ment by the Education Min­
ister regarding, the advertised 
positions a t two venerable in­
stitutions. St. Anthony's Col­
lege and St. Mary's College. 
With close ties to both the 
teaching anc non-teaching 
staff within ihcsc hallowed 
halls o f  lean ing. I've comc 
to discern lhat even if. by 
some niiracubus turn o f  fate, 
all the preseni positions were 
to be vacatcd overnight, their
collective coant would still
fall significartly short o f  the

and lcam to validate and cor­
rect an approach, organize 
their thoughts and engage in 
data management they can 
graduate to project manage­
ment. personal and collective 
finance and to entrepreneurial 
skills and financial literacy. 
As wc can sec these arc very 
much wanting in our tribal 
societies. In fact our educa­
tion system is depriving our 
youngoncsoflhis huge ocean 
o f  learning.

L earn ing  m a th em atics  
makes learning the sciences 
a nd  techno logy  easier. A 
scientific culturc is a  culturc 
o f  constantly questioning and 
discovering. It helps develop 
creativity and makes students 
sharper in their ability to  link 
environm ent protection by 
changing their daily habits

which harm the environment 
such as plastic  use o r the 
reckless cutting down o f  trees 
or even the critical need to 
conserve rivers.

.Somehow the STEM sub­
jects arc assumed to be ''d if­
ficult”  subjects. But tha t's 
where teaching skills comc 
in. The next question for Me­
ghalaya is how many really 
qualified Mathematics teach­
ers do wc have? W hen more 
than ha lf  the c lass fails in 
Mathematics do we blame the 
students o r the teacher? Arc 
tlx: current crop o f  Mathemat­
ics tcachers using appropriate 
strategies to reach out to the 
last person in the classroom; 
the listless child; the child 
w ho com cs from a home 
that cannot afibrd tuition; or 
the ch ild  that suffers from 
m alnutrition and therefore 
has poor cognitive abilities? 
Teaching strategics cannot be 
stuck in the mud. They need 
to be experimental and adjust 
to the needs o f  the students, 
faking local examples while 
teaching m athem atics and 
science w orks best instead 
o f  using western concepts. 
Taking students out for na­
ture rambling achieves much 
more than classroom-bound

lofty num bers proclaim ed 
by the  m inister. The true 
purpose behind his statement 
rem ains veiled in  mystery, 
yet one ccrtainty emerges: 
h e  may have been a lack­
luster educator, seeking his 
intellectual fulfilment (read 
financial gain) solely within 
the realm o f  politics.

The conclusion that ap ­
pears before m e is that edu­
cators must champion their 
ow n righ ts and the ir  ow n 
rights alone. It's a sad truth 
that a substantial segm ent 
o f  tlx* general populacc. and 
regrettably, even some with­
in  the  teach ing  fraternity , 
stumble in the shadow s o f  ig­
norance. grappling with the 
most rudimentary concepts 
even when elucidated with 
the clarity o f  a diagram. It 
pains me to admit that, in the 
end, wc facc a stark choice: 
submission to  the prevailing 
powers o r facc the ominous 
prospect o f  oblivion. This 
rea lity  pa in ts a dystopian 
panorama, sombre and unde­
niably real, marking the edge 
o f  an era's precipice.

Yours etc..
I. Kharkongor 

Via email

A trocious road  
cond itions

Editor.
I w ish to draw the atten­

tion o f  the present govern­
ment to the Khlchriat road 
in East Jainlia Hills which 
is now  in a m uch  w orse  
situation than in ihe previ-

teaching.
O u r c la s s ro o m s  m ust 

be redesigned lo  do  away 
with the top-down approach. 
Ilicrc has to be enough time 
for discussions and clarify­
ing doubts. A student should 
not go out o f  the class with 
doubts in his'her mind. Ask­
ing questions is not impu­
dence  o r im pertinence . Ii 
means the student is curious. 
A good teacher should instead 
welcome questions bccausc 
it shows that the student’s 
curiosity is piqued and that 
hc-'slx: has an interest in the 
subject.

It is good io know that the 
present Education Minister 
is thinking o f  revisiting the 
present education system and 
to once again make M ath­
em atics com pulsory. T his 
would be a great step forward 
for our future generation. Wc 
need scicntific minds to build 
this state. Wc cannot allow 
half-baked ideas to drive the 
vision o f  M eghalaya. This
state deserves better and
that will only com c when 
wc have more curious and 
enquiring minds as legislators 
and bureaucrats. Meghalaya 
must work at democratizing 
access to the STEM subjects 
and give everyone an equal 
opportunity to innovate. Edu­
cational modelling is much 
needed as it makes difficult 
subjects much easier to un­
derstand.

W hat m ust a lso  be un­
derstood here is that while 
engaging teachcrs w e should 
be looking for the best and 
the most skilled in teaching. 
It is here that “Reservation’’ 
bccomcsa minus point. Front 
experience 1 know for a fact 
thal som e people  arc  ju st 
not cut out for teaching but 
they are there bccausc o f  the 
quota system. I know this is 
a sore point but we have to 
make a choice. Should we 
give a go by io a good and 
w ell e x p e r ien c ed  te ac h er 
only bccausc lhat person is 
not a tribal? There are several 
students w ho have passed 
out in the I970's and I980’s 
and were taught Mathemat­
ics by the best teachers in 
their colleges (irrespective 
o f  community). They ended 
up doing their management 
couises in the best institutions 
in the country. Isn’t this also 
one o f  the prime reasons why 
most parents who can afford 
to . now  opt to  send their 
kids to schools in Chennai. 
Bangalore. M umbai. Delhi 
etc? So the only kids that arc 
deprived o f  good mathemat­
ics and science education arc 
those whose parents cannot 
afford better.

As a state we arc doing a 
great disservice to  our s tu ­
dents! This has to change!

ous year. I have been posted 
in M eghalaya rural bank. 
Khlchriat Branch since the 
past tw o years and  travel 
to  Shillong every weekend 
and on government holidays 
a s  my home is in Shillong. 
As can be imagined I facc 
a horrific time travelling on 
ihis road due  io the large 
c ra ters on the road which 
can often prove dangerous 
a nd  th is s ta rts  right from  
tlx; National Highway from 
Jowai to Khlichriat and be­
ing such a busy market area 
heavy vehicles arc stuck in 
these craters in the middle 
o f  the road. T h is  in  turn 
c reate s heavy traffic jam s 
thereby creating unnecessary 
delay for us in reaching our 
workplace.

The Government should 
pay attention to this problem 
which might appear sm all 
but for us who use the road 
on a daily basis life is being 
affected also bccausc I stay 
in  a rented accommodation 
near the market and have to 
use this road regularly.

The reason 1 bring this to 
tlx; attention o f  the media is 
bccausc you arc the fourth 
p illa r  o f  de m o crac y  and 
should actually be highlight­
ing these problems on behalf 
o f  the public.

Yours etc., 
Mukesh Sharm a 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
au th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

In June-August, 2023 Me­
ghalaya CM Conrad Sangma 
made significant statements 
on uncm poym cnt. stating 
upfront thai the government 
cannot provide jobs to all 
while encouraging the youth 
to work abroad, etc. Ill is is 
in contrast to  the 5 lakh jobs 
promised by the NPP during 
the MLA elections in Febru­
ary, 2023. TMC promised 3 
lakh employment opportu­
nities. By now voters must 
connect the dots and realise 
that these arc nothing but 
elec tion  gm m icks. It will 
be fruitful if  this learning is 
used as terms o f  rcfcrenccs 
in future elections. But then 
again, unemployment should 
not be viewed only from the 
government's perspective. A 
holistic picture o f  its dynam­
ics is nccdxl. I f  the people 
do not engage in solutions 
to  unemployment, there is 
no light ai the  end  o f  the 
tunnel.

In devebping economies 
lik e  M eghalaya, po litics  
influences growth. This dy­
namic is known as ‘political 
cconom y’. It is the study o f  
business :n d  ils develop­
ment in relation to govern­
ment. It analyses the ways in 
which governments allocate 
scarce resources in socicty 
through regulations. It is 
based on ihe prem ise that 
rcgulatiorcschcmcs lead to 
progress a id  development. 
However, ihis is only true 
if  the government is aware 
o f  the nccis o f  the people 
and their capabilities. Else 
(he regulations and schemes 
w ill no t bit the in tended  
target. Political cconomy is 
an age-old concept. Today 
there arc studies which ques­
tion i f  politics should dictate 
the economy (example Poor 
Econom ics, pp. 393-400). 
They underline that it has 
to be the other way round,
i.e. the stat: o f  the cconomy 
should direct the policies, 
regula tions and  schem es. 
For exam ple, governm ent 
schemes require collateral/ 
guarantee n  one form or the 
other. Plus there arc checks 
upon the eredit-worthincss 
o f  the applicant. Now, how 
w ould budding  e n tre p re ­
neurs with little o r no finan­
cial backing qualify for these 
interventions? Further, there 
are som e homcstay app li­
cants who ire  not considered 
on account o f  their location 
(example Vlawlai). I f  such 
regressive  gu ide lines  arc 
followed then it defeats the 
goal o f  creating employment 
through self-em ploym ent. 
This is where the reversal o f  
political economy becomes 
significant.

T here arc many youths 
who arc already well-trained 
with multiple capabilities. 
Some o f  them w ent through 
a formal programme o f  edu­
cation w h ie  there arc also 
those who arc self-taught. 
In the age o f  cdu-tech and 
applications, sclf-lcam ing  
is ex tensive am ongst the 
young . The p rob lem  lies 
with puttii£  their skills into 
ga in fu l em ploym ent. An 
interaction with them will 
tell us that the major hurdle 
is finance. When it com cs to 
money limitation, all skills 
and  dreams a rc  shattered. 
The other hurdle is market 
size. T he cities and towns 
o f  Meghalaya do  not have 
the capacity to provide more 
e m p loym en t un less  new  
interventions happen at the 
macro Icvd. At present there 
is an im balance betw een  
labour dcn an d  and labour 
supply. The demand is lim ­
ited whereas the supply is 
excessive. The automation 
o f  many tasks has also con­
tributed to the shrinking o f  
demand. It has also changed 
the supply-side skill sets that 
one needs o  possess. These 
im balances w ill con tinue  
unless thctc is an injection 
o f  vibrancy in the cconomy. 
The way out is to  focus on 
hard infrastructure such as 
roads, a irports, railw ays, 
specia l econom ic  z ones, 
agricultural hubs. ctc. This 
w ill expand the cconom y 
and p a n  idc more jobs. Even 
a sample study will provide 
v a luab le  in sigh ts on the 
imbalance betw een labour 
demand and supply and ac­
cordingly interventions can 
be designed.

tivcn today, the strength 
o f  Meghalaya is its rural sec­

tor. However, the degree o f  
migration o f  the youth from 
rural to urban arcas is per­
plexing. Clearly something 
is not happening right in the 
villages. A gricu ltu re  and 
tourism arc double engines 
that w ould d rive  grow th , 
but the  e n g ines a re  run ­
ning a t ha lf capacity. Harold 
G oodw in  has researched  
extensively on  the area o f  
responsible tourism. He cor­
rectly notes that for tourism 
to be callcd  ‘responsib le’ 
two things have to happen. 
One, local productsscrviccs 
must be used at the rural 
destination. Two, the eco­
nomic benefits o f  using such 
products scrviccs must go to 
the local community. These 
a rc  the tw o poin ters that 
explain migration. In almost 
all the rural destinations o f  
Meghalaya local products1' 
services are not uecd, and 
even i f  used, the benefits do 
not percolate dow n to the 
deserving local community. 
Imagine i f  it was to the con­
trary. rural tourism  would 
then provide em ploym ent 
to  the many with gainful 
re turns. T h is  w ould  a lso  
mean a much-needed push 
for agricultural practices and 
produce. Sadly, it is not so 
and hence we can say that 
M eghalaya tourism  is not 
responsible.

Let us take the case o f  
plastics. Shillong city has 
been  g rapp ling  w ith  (his 
problem for quite some time. 
Every notification banning 
plastic use has been ineffec­
tive. T he reason is sim ple
-  non-availability o f  alter­
natives. T he governm ent 
comcs out red-faced consis­
tently. It would have been 
better i f  before the ban on 
p lastics, som e youths are 
em pow ered  to  se t up an 
alternative to  plastic produc­
ing enterprises. Hie demand 
for various varieties o f  carry 
bags is enormous. That way 
it has the potential to crcatc 
a number o f  business cnter-
piisvs and employ |>cilia)>s
hundreds o f  them.

Joseph Schumpeter in his 
theory o f  economic develop­
ment talked about ‘creative 
destruction’. It may sound 
negative but in troth it has a 
positive spin to it. Accord­
ing to  Schumpctcr. for de­
velopment to  happen some 
de stru ctio n  m ust happen  
(w hich  is c rea tiv e). T his 
opens up possib ilities for 
em ploym ent a nd  grow th. 
In the p rocess the o ld  is 
replaced by the new. Sus­
tainable and environm ent 
friendly carry bags as against 
plastics isa  creative destruc­
tion. Further, as wc moved 
from cathode ray tube (CRT) 
TV s to smart TV s and when 
airports and railways would 
changc the transporta tion  
and  e conom ic  landscape  
in M eghalaya. T hese  too 
a rc  exam ples o f  c reative  
destruction.

Now, this solution may be 
controversial for some. Ven­
ture capital and angel financc 
is a western concept. They 
en tail qu ick  and  targeted 
financing without collateral1' 
guarantee to  budding entre­
preneurs who have new and 
innovative ideas. The ideas 
arc m ostly  tcch-oricn tcd . 
Facebook (now  M eta) and 
Apple a rc  good exam ples 
o f  business conglom erates 
that started through venture 
capital financing. A venture 
capital uses its ow n funds 
and borrowed funds to lend 
to entrepreneurs. An angel 
financier uses his/her ow n 
funds to financc enterprises 
(hence  the  w ord  a n g el) . 
These a rc  basically people 
with huge w ealth. M egha­
laya has business  people 
who have am assed w ealth 
but with no avenues to invest 
in them. If such wealth can 
be channelized lo financc in­
novative businesses, the po­
tential positiv e outcomes are 
many. Meaning, M eghalaya 
has the potential to  produce 
many angels. What is needed 
is a platform to bring these 
high net-worth individuals 
together in a form o f  society 
o r funding agency o r foun­
dation (like Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation). A proper 
strategy and roadmap to  this 
effec t can help  so lve  the 
unemployment problem to 
a large extent. (Email • Ac«- 
janiin(aju’hu. ac. in)

A study on the MBOSE results 2020 revealed 
that only 12 per cent o f  students in Meghalaya 

optedfor tlx Science stream while 7 percent opted 
fo r  Commerce and a whopping SI per cent students 

took up Arts. Can we imagine the disequilibrium 
in this system? Where will the 81% o f students 

find  jobs within the state or even outsule it with an 
unimaginative educational curriculum that does 

not impart life skills such as communication skills, 
questioning skills, the skill to problematce issues 

thai anise anxieties in our society?
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The Rise of Hacktivism 
in Meghalaya

‘ The true identity theft is not financial. 
I t ’s  not in cyberspace. It s spiritual. 

I t ’s  been taken.”
—  S tephen  Covey

T he S h illong  Tim es
■SATt RO W. St-tM KMI1KK lt>. XHi

Pedestrianised Assem bly Sessions
T H E 5-day M eghalaya Legislative Assembly 
session that began on Friday is yet again an 
exercise in futility. Assem bly sessions have 
becom e mere formalities to fulfil constitutional 
demands. Nothing m uch gets done in the A s­
sembly. Those in the G overnm ent ensure they 
are not put through the wringer for their acts 
o f  om ission and com m ission by reducing the 
num ber o f  days given to discussing a plethora 
o f  issues. In fact, the G overnm ent forgets that 
there are four pillars that sustain dem ocracy 
and the Legislature is a key pillar. As o f  today, 
in M eghalaya it appears that the Executive is 
seeking to steamroll the Legislature by ensuring 
that the sessions are cut short. Only three days 
have been allocated to government business and 
two days for private m em bers' bills.

W hat is easily forgotten is that the S tate 
Legislature is vested with powers to seek ac­
countability from the governm ent (executive). 
The Council c f  M inisters is responsible to the 
Legislature collectively. It remains in office for 
as long as it enjoys the confidence o f  the House. 
T he C ouncil a f  M inisters is rem oved i f  the 
Legislature adopts a  m otion o f  no-confidence 
against it. The State Legislature can keep checks 
on the governm ent by ask ing  questions and 
su p p lem en ta ry  m oving adjournment m otions 
and calling attention notices. This requires much 
hom ework by the legislators. In m any states, 
M LAs appoint researchers to m ove around in 
their constituencies and feed them  with key 
information on governance gaps. In fact, it is to 
buttress the role o f  legislators in M eghalaya that 
the MDA Government had signed a deal with 
the Indian School o f  Business in Mohali to train 
legislators. Several batches including the pres­
ent batch have received training. W hether that 
training is o f  any use must be watched keenly 
on the deliberations during this short assembly 
session.

The Legislature actually exercises real politi­
cal pow er in the state but they are now reduced 
to insignificance and not given the respect and 
dignity they deserve. Each M LA irrespective o f  
w hether he/she is from the ruling party o r the 
opposition represents the aspirations and griev­
ances o f  lakhs o f  constituents whose voices are 
only represented in these assembly sessions. By 
short-circuiting the legislative proceedings the 
government is m uting the voices o f  the people 
o f  M eghalaya w ho have elected them  in the 
first place.Lcaving ju st two days for private 
m em bers’ bill which is essentially a  bill intro­
duced by a non-minister or opposition mem ber 
is doing injustice to parliam entary democracy 
and flexing o f  executive m uscle merely because 
o f  the numbers game. The present Executive 
has a comfortable m ajority which allows it to 
ride roughshod o ver a  d isparate O pposition. 
Evidently the Opposition led by the Congress 
has not put forward a com m on agenda since no 
m eeting was called to discuss those com m on 
issues. T hese are the shortcom ings o f  the O p­
position which need to be remedied because they 
are actually letting down the people.

A rc public  d isc lo su res  
necessary for transparency? 
Should hackcrs be allowed to 
penetrate com puter systems 
to uncover the truth? Should 
publishing leaked documents 
be a c rim c?  W hat shou ld  
be c o n s id e re d  ’rig h t1 and  
w hat should be considered 
'ethical'? These arc gigantic 
philosophical questions going 
decades into history.

F o r  som e, h a ck e rs  are  
venal perpetrators o f  cyber- 
terrorism and a sinister threat 
to cyber security structures. 
For others, they're explorers 
with substan tia l com puter 
skills who serve a s advocates 
for pu b lic  good . H ere  in 
Meghalaya, one in particular 
has been the talk o f  the town 
and constantly on the police 
rada r fo r various hacking  
crim es. But it w asn 't long 
before his pranks took on a 
larger and morc meaningful 
.significance. From breaking
into the MHA’s  "foolproof" 
com puter system s to  steal 
secrets, to taking over social 
m edia  accoun ts  to  expose  
shameless preachers and poli­
ticians: this digital outlaw has 
disclosed evidence o f  w rong­
doings o f  great substance. 
Three o f  such disclosures are 
mentioned in this article.

Police A buse o f  Power: 
In March this year, the M e­
ghalaya Policc departm ent 
was left red-faccd after this 
S h illo n g -b ase d  c o m p u te r  
h a ckc r e x p o sed  them  for 
committing various IT crimes 
such a s  stealing o f  personal 
photos from  social m e­
dia accounts o f  people 
including those o f  a e 
man from  Cam bo- { i  
d ia  (n am e  w ith ­
held) and using 
them  w ith o u t 
th e  c o n s e n t  
o r  k n o w l­
edge o f  the 
o w n cr(s )

By Joseph M. Kharkongor

hijacking their web browsers, 
monitoring their social media 
accounts, viewing their phone 
gallery, remolcly accessing 
th e ir  p hone  c am e ra s and  
much morc.

such eye-catching m aterial 
for a long time and who has 
Icamt a great deal about it 
too. Never in living memory 
have  pastors from  ou r Ri 
Tip-Briew Tip-Blci been as

“H en in Meghalaya, one in particular 
has been the talk o f  the town and constantly 

on the police radar fo r  various hacking crimes. 
But it wasn't long before his pranks took on 
a Unger and mow meaningful significance. 
From breaking into the MHA s  "foolproof 

computer systems to steal secrets, to taking over 
social media accounts to expose shameless preachers 

and /xiliticiaus: this digital outlaw has disclosed 
evidence o f  wrongdoings o f  great substance. ”

Thou shall not tempt the
I lacker: In mid-June, scrccn- 
g rabs o f  obscene chats be­
tw een  pasto is  o f  the  KJP 
Synod Scpngi with sex w ork­
e rs  w ere  published on the 
sam e forum; f i l i n g  out the 
shocking reality o f  churches 
in Meghalaya. This shocking 
disclosure conpclled 
us to  question , 
ho w  c an  our 
pastors fall so 
low ?  W hen 
is it ever ok 
to  com m it j 
adulterv?

thoroughly exposed as idiots.
And this leak, 1 fear is just the 
tip o f  the iceberg.

When the RTI has failed 
us: A s the government digi­
tizes more and more docu­
ments, technological advanc­
es have made it possible for 
hackers to  gain access and 
acquire them. In the last week 

o f  O ctober 2022. extremely 
distributing ncvcr-before- 

seen  im ages o f  sk e l­
etal remains dumped 

inside  a cave  in a 
remote village situ­
ated at Meghalaya's 
Indo-Bangla border 

ex tracted  from  the 
private email account 

o f  an insanclv corrupt 
M H A  o f f ic ia l had  
sent chills up to ev­
eryone's spine. 

Going through 
the graphic

Sedition Law 
Case referred to 

larger bench
By Yaslt Pal Rallian

O f po litical 
o p p o rtu n is ts
Fditor.
Oncc again AlDcn Thyr* 

niang in h is article. T h re e  
p a r t ie s  in  le s s  than  tw o 
years" (ST Septem ber 13, 
2023 ) d raw s  me in to  re ­
sponding. and in this case, 
to  Shangpliang 's 'Jum ping 
Jack Flash move?, (nothing 
to  do  w ith M ic t Jaggcr 's  
steps) and the government's 
pettiness o f  an "unofficial" 
political song that was sung 
on Teacher’s Day in a gov­
ernment collcge.

The question, "Or do you 
have an ideology a t all?", 
w ill find  no answer. O p ­
portunists have •Strategies!" 
Just like milking a yak in the 
high H im alayas to ex tract 
the maximum milk from the 
low producing animal! The 
"Zero policy politicians must 
be  shunted." has o  now be 
translated into action by the 
voters. In fact such po liti­
cians should be shunned.' 
T h ey  w ill a lw ays b e  un ­
pred ic ta b le . unproductive 
and  unpalatab le  no m atter

w hat office they a re  given! 
H ow ever, w hat shocks me 
is the  C loud 9  dem eanour 
o f  S hangpliang  w ith total 
disrespect and disregard to 
not just the pan ics he repre­
sented, but to the electorate. 
It's as i f  he's m ocking their 
intelligence, their trust and 
their loyalty!

W hen he w as appointed 
A dv iso r to  the  E ducation  
D epartment, (despite having 
no know ledge, experience 
and  expertise in the field), 
I sensed  that the guy w as 
feeling his moves to  join the 
NPP. I did share my opinion 
on the m atter and a friend 
educated me saying. "Well! 
T his is politics!" N ow  the 
voters must send such politi­
cians into obscurity!

Regarding the show  cause 
notice  to  the  Principal o f  
the Government College, it 
recks o f  political pomposity, 
haugh tiness  and  jealousy . 
The song is "unofficial", so 
w hy be o ffensive ly  in tru ­
sive!? Yes. Albert Thym iang 
rightly  points out how po ­
litical parties so  readily and 
showing no qualm s, use stu­
dents unashamedly in their

accounts on platform s like 
Telegram. This came to  light 
after the hackcr had dumped 
redacted portions o f  the e v i­
dence in a dark web forum: 
includint! these: 47.29.48.193, 
47.29.18.166. 47.29.61.231. 
47.29.37.146. 47.29.44.97. 
47 .29 .% . 156, 47.29.58.86. 
47.29.10.242, 47.29.52.181 
and 47.29.61.15.

No. the codes aren't com ­
binations to a  personal locker 
nor belong to a  nuclear bun­
ker: these string o f  numbers 
separated by periods arc actu­
ally IP addresses used by the 
ML P's cyber cell teams from 
Laitumkhrah. Nongthymmai 
and Tura to  covertly spy on 
innocent c iv ilians' in ternet 
activities. Yes. the M LP is 
now  poking  its incredibly 
large nose into innocent ci­
v ilian s ' p riv a te  liv e s  too:

canvassing. 'Expediency' has 
now becom e the watchword, 
but not the nobler one ’Ac­
countability*!

"Where there is no vision, 
the people perish: Proverbs 
29 vs is.

Yours etc., 
Kevin Phillips 
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C ritic a l issues 
to  be  d iscussed  
in th e  ongo ing  

A ssem bly  
session

Fditor,
I am  writing to draw a t­

tention to the pressing issues 
that continue to  afflict our 
beloved state o f  Meghalaya. 
As conscien tious citizens, 
it is  our duty to  voice our 
concerns and seek solutions 
from our elected representa­
tives during the forthcoming 
assem bly session,

F irs tly . 1 u rg e  the  a s ­
sembly members to  engage 
in a c o m p re h e n s iv e  d is ­

how can  one  be so stupid, 
ra the r daring  to  exchange 
nude photos and personal sex 
videos on unencrypted social 
media platforms?

c u ss io n  abou t th e  recen t 
events a fleeting ou r state. 
The implementation o f  the 
N ational Education Policy
2020 (NEP) in M eghalaya is 
a matter o f  great importance. 
It is essential to evaluate its 
impact on oureducational in­
stitutions and identify areas 
that require immediate atten­
tion and improvement.

Secondly, the m enace o f  
drugs is an issue that has been 
p laguing our com m unities 
for far too Ion ’. It is vital that 
the assem bly addresses this 
crisis head-on, implementing 
m easu res to  com bat drug  
abuse, provid; rehabilitation 
services, and promote aware­
ness campaigns to  safeguard 
our youth a rd  future gen­
erations. O ur youth are our 
most valuable resource, and 
unem ploym ent rem a in s a 
significant ccnccrn. During 
the assembly session, legis­
lators must discuss strategies 
to create more jo b  opportuni­
ties, promote entrepreneur­
ship. and provide vocational 
tra in in g  to  em pow er o u r  
young population.

T h e  w o rsen ing  traffic  
situation in Shillong and its

im ages, I cannot help but 
wonder, how safe arc w c in 
our own land when violence 
knows no borders? Violence 
is a severe problem in the bor-

o u tsk irts  is  c ausing  da ily  
hardships for residents. Ad­
dressing traffic congestion 
and im proving road in fra ­
structure  should  b e  a top 
priority. Alongside this, the 
deplorable road conditions 
in many parts o f  the state 
dem and imm ediate attention 
to ensure safe and efficient 
transportation for all.

A ccess to clcan and safe 
d rinking w ater is a funda­
mental right, and it is  alarm ­
ing to  no te  tha t this basic 
necessity  is  com prom ised  
in some areas due to  pollu­
tion. T he assem bly should 
de libera te  on  m easures to 
ensure the quality and avail­
ability o f  potable w ater for 
all residents.

O u r he alth c are  system  
requires substantial improve­
m ents. espec ia lly  in rural 
a reas. A ssem bly m em bers 
should discuss w ays to en­
hance hcalthcarc  services, 
in frastruc tu re , a nd  acc es­
sibility. ensuring that every 
citizen has access to quality 
medical care.

Furthermore, the assem ­
bly should consider raising 
the age limit for our youth

forces arc seriously lacking. 
Those living in the borders 
o f  M eghalaya live  in fear 
and  a re  vu lne rab le  to  the 
many perils that plague the 
unfenced lands: however the 
problem is utterly ncglcctcd 
by authorities. W hy is the 
N P P -lcd  g o v e rn m e n t not 
paying heed to the plight o f  
border residents? The shock 
o f  seeing a ll these human 
skeletal remains, literally on 
our doorstep, should prompt 
policymakers to  do some soul 
searching about the problem 
and not sweep the issue under 
the carpet like they have been 
doing all these years.

T he m agn itude  o f  th is  
issue  dem ands im m edia te  
action. The state a s well a s the 
central governm ent should 
take all necessary measures 
to ensure that lives and hu­
man dignity, w'hich lie at the 
core o f  human rights, arc re­
spected. The lime Inscom c to 
put an end to border violence 
and killings. It is also tim e 
to uphold the human rights 
o f  those  w ho a re  m issing, 
the dignity o f  those w ho are 
presumed dead, and the rights 
o f  their families w ho deserve 
to find closure.

Disclosures like these are 
im perative and w ould have 
never been possible without 
hackcrs, as such type o f  data 
has always been kept hidden 
from the public eye. Let’s face 
it: the RTI is just not enough. 
W hen ex isting channels o f  
acquiring information fail, it 
is often through hacking and 
stealing that democratic ac­
countability can be ensured. 
In the attempt to balancc the 

democrat- 
. ■ ic  n e e d

I for trans- 
p a  r e  n c y 

against cxis- 
< tential threats

to security, hackti vism should 
becom e the  new  standard  
for accountability. Regard­
le ss  o f  o n e ’s view  on the 
matter, the fact remains that 
hackcrs have the potential to 
bring significant changes in a 
world increasingly reliant on 
technology.

A s M e g h a la y a  m o v e s 
closcrand eloser towards dig­
italization. hackcrs are figures 
that embody both peril and 
promise. And if  technology 
is to revolutionize democrat ic 
p rac ticc  he re  in the  sta te , 
M cghalayans must begin to 
use it in revolutionary ways 
and seriously consider digital 
disobcdicnccas the new civil 
disobedience.

(The author is a  private  
teacher am i skill trainer. He 
resides at M awlai Songkwar. 
Shillong - 8.)

w'ho have faced im m ense  
challenges due to  the ongo­
in g  pa n d em ic . P ro v id in g  
them with extended oppor­
tun ities  w ill he lp m itigate 
the adverse effects o f  these 
trying times.

L as tly , a d d re ss in g  the  
is su e  o f  ra tio n  c ard  d is ­
tribu tion  to  those in  need 
and  im plem enting  cen tral 
schem es on a  larger scale are 
crucial steps in a lleviating 
poverty and ensuring social 
welfare.

In conclusion, I implore 
our c lcc tcd representatives 
to  use the forthcom ing a s ­
sem bly session as an oppor­
tunity to  address these criti­
cal issues comprehensively. 
O u r  s ta te 's  p ro g re s s  a nd  
the w ell-being o f  its people 
depend on the proactive and 
constructive actions taken by 
ou r lawmakers.

Yours etc..
R. Sarki, 

Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

The judgment o f  the A l­
lahabad High C ourt needs 
to b e  examined before any 
com m ent on  th e  sed ition  
law is made. It says. "India's 
unity  is not m ade o f  bam ­
boo reeds which will bend 
to passing winds o f  empty 
s lo g a n s” T h ese  rem a rk s  
were made by the Allahabad 
High Court while granting 
bail to three Kashmiri stu­
dents who raised slogans and 
were booked under Section 
124A. The Court also quoted 
three lines from poet Alama 
Iqbal’s song, "Saarc jahan 
se achlia, Hindustan hamara" 
to  stress the ’ constancy o f  
Indian values and perpetuity 
o f  the Indian people.

The sedition law case is 
now being; taken up by the 
Supreme Court. C’JI Chan- 
drachud said the C onstitu­
tion Bench w ould consider 
w hether ihc issue  needed 
to be further referred to  a 
seven-judge C onstitu tion  
Bench in view o f  the fact that 
a five-judge Bench, had. in 
the Kcdar Nath Singh versus 
State o f  Bihar 1962 upheld 
the validity o f  Section I24A. 
Being a sm aller Bench o f  
three judges it may no t be 
appropriate for it to  doubt 
o r overrule the ruling o f  a 
five-judge Bench in Kedar 
Nath Singh case, the CJJ-led 
Bench said.

In tere sting ly , P ak istan  
had abolished section 124A 
w h erea s in  In d ia , w hich  
ca lls  its e lf  th e  M other o f  
Democracy it has been kept 
in abeyance. The Court also 
n o ted  a su b m iss io n  tha t 
until 197) sedition w as not 
a cogn izab le  o ffe n ce  bu t 
becam e so thereafter. This 
w as stated by senior counsel 
Kabil Sibal to the bench. 
Sibal suited that sedition was 
anti-pcoplc.

Referring the d ia l lenge o f  
the validity o f  Section 124A 
to a five-judge Constitution 
bench, the Bench said that 
it w as not inclined to accept 
the submission o f  Attorney 
G enera l R Venkataramani 
and Solicitor General Tushar 
M ehta to keep in abeyance 
the adjudication o f  the chal­
lenge to Suction 124A till the 
new  law, that w as currently 
b e fo re  the pa rliam en ta ry  
standing committee (PSC). 
was deliberated upon and be­
com es a law. Venkataramani 
said that the pronouncement 
o f  the topcourt on the valid­
ity o f  Section 124A o f  the 
IPC w oud have a bearing 
on the n cv  law.

G iving a political twist 
to  the  argum ent by Sibal 
that the proposed new law 
w as "moie draconian" than 
its present version. Mehta 
countered, "Farlicr, the  gov­
ernment could have changed 
the  d raconian  law , bu t it 
m issed  the o p p o r tu n ity .” 
This w as essentially to take a 
dig at former Congress gov­
ernments which did nothing 
to read dewn Section 124A. 
But Justice  C hand rachud  
did not miss the sarcasm in 
the Solicitor G eneral's state­
ment and said as much.

R eferrng  to the subm is­
sion o f  the A ttorney G eneral 
and the Solicitor general to 
defer the reference to a  five- 
judge constitution bench on 
the validity o f  Section I24A, 
C h ief Justice Chandrachud 
said that t ic pendency o f  the 
bill relating to  the new law 
would "not obviate the need 
to adjudicate the validity o f  
124 A " as  the new law would 
be effective prospcctive ly  
and not retrospectively. The 
constitutional point o f  valid­
ity o f  Section 124 has to be 
decided’*, the CJI said.

O n M ay 11. 2022 , the 
Supreme Court had brushed 
aside the C entre’s opposi­
tion to putting the sedition 
law on hold. Hie top court 
w as hearing a batch o f  pe­
tit io n s  by se v e ra l N G O s 
and individuals challenging 
the constitutionality o f  IPC 
Section 124A. T he petition­
ers include several NGOs. 
the Editors Guild o f  India. 
P e o p le s  U n io n  fo r  C iv il 
Liberties. Journalist Union 
o f  A ssam , fo rm er U nion  
M inister Arun Shouric. the 
TM C’s L:>k Sabha member 
Mahua Moitra. senior editor 
Patricia Mukhim, senior edi­
to r Anuradha Dhatia. former 
arm y  M ajor G en e ra l SG 
Vombatkcre. Anil Chama- 
dia , U pcndra N ath D alai,

Surcsh Kumar a lias Suresh 
Dravid, and Abhijit Kumar 
Chaiiopadhya.

Besides NGOs and indi­
viduals, two Andhra Pradesh 
b ro a d c a s t in g  c o m p a n ie s

A am oda B roadcasting  
C om pany Private  L im ited 
and Shreya  B roadcasting  
Pvt Ltd are a lso petition­
ers. They made the Andhra 
P radesh governm ent a re­
spondent.

T h e  apex co u rt had  in
2022 ordered that the sedi­
tion law be put on hold and 
a sked a ll a gcnc ies  o f  the 
U nion  a nd  s ta te  g o v e rn ­
ments to  desist from filing 
cases based on it. as it felt 
that it was “ not in tunc with 
the cu rren t social m ilieu"  
and that “ it will be appropri­
ate not to continue the usage 
o f  the provision o f  law by 
governments a t the state and 
centre.”

T he statement o f  the gov­
ernment reflects the judicial 
view o f  a  law that w as made 
to preserve and protect an 
a lien  governm en t a nd  its 
interests on Indian soil and 
tha t it n a tu ra lly  docs not 
square up with the demands 
o f  the citizens o f  a  republic 
who have now got the power 
to elec t the ir governm ent. 
Perhaps the government has 
gone by the opinion o f  the 
Law  C om m ission  w hich , 
contrary to the  opinion o f  
the apex court, w anted the 
law to stay as repealing it. 
"can have serious adverse 
ramifications for the security 
and integrity o f  the country. 
T he C om m ission , in  fact, 
wanted the legal provisions 
to have "more clarity in the 
interpretation, understanding 
and usage. I lence the draft o f  
the new law. A s per Section 
150 o f  the  draft Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita. the accused 
citizen is pitted not against 
"the government established 
by law in India” but the "sov­
ereignty. unity and integrity 
o f  India." Hie governm ent 
can very well atgue that it 
has vanished from the scene 
as a complainant and placed 
the country in its stead and 
tha t ac ts  against it a re  no 
morc prosecuted. However, 
given the w ay government 
agenc ies m isin terpret and 
misuse the law, the wider the 
scope o f  it, the more inimical 
it is to the citizcn.

A person w ho criticises a 
system o f  governance in the 
country can be hauled up for 
sedition mainly because the 
government is equated to the 
nation. As recommended by 
the L aw  Com m ission , the 
d raft, w hile  reta in ing  life 
imprisonment, has enhanced 
the m inim um  punishm ent 
from three years to  seven  
years. It has a lso done away 
with the discretion that was 
available to  the court to re­
lease an accused with a fine. 
Democratic constitutions put 
the citizens and not the state 
at their core. Any law that 
crim inalises expressions o f  
dissent against the govern­
ment o r  the state turns the 
very idea o f  democracy on 
its head. It is important that 
the apex court exam ines the 
contours o f  the sedition law 
in whatever form and makes 
its op in ion  know n so  that 
the government can take the 
cue and  act before finalis­
ing the new law. As in the 
Shah Bano case Parliament 
reversed the decision o f  the 
Sup rem e  C ourt. I t is  e x ­
pected that the sam e will not 
happen here too. W hatsoever 
decision w ill be  delivered by 
the Supreme Court should be 
implemented by the govern­
ment even if  it goes against 
it. India is known for pre­
serving dem ocratic values. 
But recently USA President 
Jo e  B idcn  had  c rit ic is e d  
the Indian governm ent in 
V ietnam  for v io la tions o f  
human rights and freedom 
o f  the press. The democratic 
values o f  the country should 
be maintained and sedition 
law has no placc in a democ­
racy. Even while attending 
the G 20 m eeting, 70 M l’s 
o f  the UK had asked Prime 
M inister Sunak to raise the 
issue o f  violations o f  human 
rights in India.

H ence  in e ase  o f  any  
guidelines by the Supreme 
C ourt the present G overn­
ment should implement the 
same meticulously, without 
any *ifs" and ’buts’

This shocking disclosure com pelled  
us to question, how can o u r  pastors  

fa i l  so  low? When is it ever ok 
to commit adultery? A nd  how  can 

one be so  stupid, rather daring  
to  exchange nude photos 

a nd  personal sex videos on  unencrypted  
social media platforms?

I am  not writing on this d e rso f  Meghalaya; domestic
painful subjcct a s  an expert violence and child  abuse in
bu t a s  som eone  w ho has p a rticu la r a rc  w idesp read
repeatedly bc :n  exposed to  as effective public security



T H E  SH ILLO N G  T IM E S, SH IL L O N G , SUNDAY, SE P T E M B E R  17 .2023 (SE V E N )

Invest in jewellery, for good times and bad
T  n to d a y 's  u n c e r ta in  w o rld , th e  sp o t-  
I  l ig h t  is  o n c e  a g a in  s h in in g  on  th e  

J L  w isd o m  o f  h v c s i in g  in  j e w e l le r y  as 
a v a lu a b le  a s s e t .  U n lik e  g o ld  a n d  s i l v e r  
c o in s  o r  b a rs  tha t o f te n  s i t  id le  in  s a fe s ,  
j e w e l l e r y  is  a m o b ile  in v e s tm e n t  th a t  
y o u  c a n  w e a r  p ro u d ly , o r  p a s s  d o w n  
th r o u g h  g e n e r a t io n s .  It a l lo w s  y o u  to  
d e r iv e  p le a s u r e  f ro m  y o u r  in v e s tm e n t  
w h ile  r e ta in in g  i t s  v a lu e .

I n v e s t in g  in  g o ld  j e w e l l e r y  a c t s  a s  a 
s h ie ld  d u r in g  in f la t io n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  
l i q u i d i ty .  U n lik e  p a p e r  m o n e y , g o ld  
d o e s n 't  lo s e  i t s  v a lu e .  I t 's  h ig h ly  im ­
m u n e  to  th e  u p s a n d  d o w n s  o f  s to c k  
m a rk e ts  a n d  is  j  r e l i a b le  a s s e t  th a l  r e ­
m a in s  s te a d y  e v en  w h e n  s to c k  m a rk e ts  
a re  u n p r e d ic ta b le .  P lu s ,  y o u  c a n  e a s i l y  
tu r n  it in to  c a sh , m a k in g  it a v a lu a b le  
r e s o u r c e  d u r in g  e c o n o m ic  c h a l le n g e s  
o r  c iv i l  u n r e s t .

J e w e l l e r y  h a s  a  f a n t a s t i c  b e n e f i t  
b e y o n d  m a k in g  m o n e y  - i t ' s  s u p e r  
e a s y  to  tu r n  im o  c a s h  w h e n  y o u  n e e d  
i t .  U n lik e  so m e  in v e s tm e n ts  th a t  you  
c a n 't  to u c h  f o r a  lo n g  t im e ,  j e w e l le r y  
g iv e s  y o u  th e  f re e d o m  to  s e l l  i t  w h e n ­
e v e r  y o u  w a n t .  P l u s ,  i f  y o u  c h o o s e  
t o p - q u a l i ty ,  g e n u in e  je w e l l e r y ,  y o u 'r e  
n o t j u s t  p r o te c t in g  y o u r  w e a lth ;  y o u 'r e  
a l s o  s e l l in g  y o u r s e l f  u p  f o r  b ig  p r o f i l s  
in  th e  f u tu r e .

M o r e o v e r ,  j e w e l le r y  p o s s e s s e s  s e n ­
t im e n ta l  v a lu e  a n d  c a n  a t ta i n  c o l l e c ­
to r  s ta tu s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w h en  it f e a tu r e s  
r a r e  g c m s to n c s  o r  b e a r s  th e  m a rk  o f  a 
r e n o w n e d  d e s ig n e r .

B e fo re  y o u  ia v c s t  in  je w e l l e r y ,  h e re  
a rc  so m e  im p o r ta n t  f a c to r s  to  c o n s id e r  
a c c o rd in g  to  S h ik h a  A g g a r w a l ,  F o u n d ­
e r ,  o f  A re n  j e w e l le r s :

S h o p  a t  S p e c ia l i z e d  S t o r e s :  A lw a y s  
b u y  f ro m  r e p u ta b le  j e w e l l e r s ,  g o l d ­
s m i th s ,  o r  d e s ig n e r s .  T h e s e  p r o f e s s io n ­
a ls  h a v e  a w ea lth  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  e x ­
p e r t i s e .  e n s u r in g  th a t  y o u r  in v e s tm e n t  
is  b u i l t  o n  a s o  id  f o u n d a t io n )  In q u ire  
a b o u t  th e  je w e l l e r y 's  b a c k g r o u n d ,  i t s  
h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  h o w  i t s  
v a lu e  i s  c a l c u l a t e d .  B y  e n g a g in g  in  
th is  d ia lo g u e ,  y o u  n o t o n ly  m a k e  an 
in f o r m e d  c h o ic e  b u t a l s o  e s ta b l i s h  a 
r e la t io n s h i p  b u il t  on  t r u s t  a n d  k n o w l­
e d g e .

E m b r a c e  E m o t io n :  W h en  y o u  in v e s t  in 
je w e l l e r y ,  y o u 'r e  n o t j u s t  s a fe g u a r d in g  
y o u r  w e a lth :  y o u 'r e  c o l le c t in g  tr e a s u r e s  
th a t  b r in g  jo y  a nd  e m o tio n s .  In v e s t  in 
j e w e l l e r y  th a t  y o u  g e n u in e ly  l ik e  a n d

w o u ld  w e a r  o r  g i f t .  P r io r i t i z e  i n d iv i d ­
ua l b e a u ty  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  in  v a lu e .  T h is  
e m o tio n a l  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  y o u r  j e w e l ­
le ry  a d d s  an  e x t r a  la y e r  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
to  y o u r  in v e s tm e n t .  I t  t r a n s f o r m s  y o u r  
c o l le c t io n  in to  a  p e r s o n a l  s to ry .

O p t  f o r  H ig h  Q u a l i t y :  C h o o s e  re a l  
j e w e l l e r y  w i th  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e c io u s  
m e ta l  c o n te n t ,  s u c h  a s  g o ld  a n d  p l a t i ­

n u m . T h e s e  m e ta l s  a re  r e n o w n e d  fo r  
th e i r  m a s s iv e  v a lu e  a n d  r e s i s ta n c e  to  
e c o n o m ic  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  H ig h - q u a l i t y  
p ie c e s  l ik e  c l a s s i c  r in g s ,  e le g a n t  e a r ­
r i n g s .  a n d  t im e le s s  n e c k la c e s  r e ta in  
th e i r  v a lu e .

G o  f o r  P r e c i o u s  M e ta l s  a n d  G e m -  
s to n e s :  P r e c io u s  m e ta l s  l ik e  g o ld  a n d  
p la t in u m  e n h a n c e  th e  j e w e l le r y 's  v a lu e . 
T h e s e  m e ta l s  h a v e  p ro v e n  th e i r  la s t in g  
v a lu e ,  s ta y in g  s t r o n g  e v e n  w h e n  th e  
e c o n o m y  is  u n c e r t a i n .  I n c o r p o r a t in g  
d ia m o n d s  a n d  c o lo u re d  g c m s to n c s  f u r ­
th e r  b o o s t  i t s  w o rth . T h e y  c o n t r i b u te  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  to  th e  o v e r a l l  v a lu e  o f  
y o u r  in v e s tm e n t .

V a lu e  o f  G e m s to n e s :  C o n s id e r  g e m - 
s t o n e  q u a l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r a r e  o n e s  
lik e  P a d p a ra d s c h a  s a p p h i r e s  o r  n a tu ra l  
d ia m o s d s .  T h e i r  s c a r c i ty  in  th e  m a rk e t  
m a k e s  th e m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a lu a b le .  T h e  
r a r i ty  a nd  q u a l i ty  o f  a g c m s to n c .  i n ­
c lu d in g  f a c to r s  l ik e  i t s  c o lo u r ,  c la r i ty ,  
a n d  c u t ,  a l s o  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  i n f lu e n c e  
i t s  v a lu e .

B r a n d .  C u s t o m , o r  A n t iq u e :  I n v e s t in g  
in je w e lle r y  y o u  g e n u in e ly  lo v e  e n s u re s  
th a t  y o u r  c o l le c t io n  i s  no t j u s t  a b o u t 
f in a n c ia l  g a in ,  b u t a l s o  a b o u t  p e rs o n a l  
s a t i s f a c t io n .  T h e  jo y  y o u  d e r iv e  f ro m  
w e a r in g  o r  o w n in g  th e s e  p ie c e s  i s  an  
in v e s tm e n t  in  i t s e l f .  T h e s e  o p t io n s  o f ­
f e r  v a ry in g  in v e s tm e n t  p o te n t ia l .

P r e c io u s  M e ta l  P r i c e  F l u c t u a t i o n s :  
R e m e m b e r  t h a t  th e  s e l l i n g  p r ic e  o f  
j e w e l l i r y  i s  in f lu e n c e d  b y  p r e c io u s  
m e ta l  p r ic e s ,  w h ic h  c a n  f lu c t u a te .  T h is  
v o la t i l i ty  in  m e ta l p r ic c s  c a n  d i r e c t ly  
im p a c t  th e  o v e ra l l  v a lu e  o f  y o u r  j e w e l ­
le ry  c o l le c t io n . G c m s to n c s  p r o v id e  s t a ­
b i l i t y  a g a in s t  s u c h  f lu c t u a t i o n s .  T h e i r

w o rth  is  o f te n  in f lu e n c e d  b y  f a c to r s  
lik e  r a r i ty ,  q u a l i ty ,  a n d  d e m a n d , r a th e r  
th a n  th e  b r o a d e r  e c o n o m ic  c l im a te .

C e r t i f i c a t e s  a s  S e c u r i t y :  O b ta in  d e ­
ta i le d  in v o ic e s  w i th  in f o r m a t io n  su c h  
a s  th e  f in e n e s s  o f  th e  m e ta l s  u se d  in t r i ­
c a te  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  g c m s to n c s .  a n d  a n y  
tr e a tm e n ts  o r  e n h a n c e m e n ts  th a t  h a v e  
b e en  a p p l ie d .  T h e s e  in v o ic e s  a c t  a s  a

v i ta l  r e c o r d  o f  y o u r  in v e s tm e n t  a n d  
o f fe r  a le v e l  o f  s e c u r i t y  a n d  a u th e n ­
t ic i ty .  C e r t i f i c a t e s  f ro m  in d e p e n d e n t  
g c m o lo g ic a l  l a b o r a to r i e s  f o r  v a lu a b le  
p ie c c s  a l s o  h e lp .

S e e k  S e c o n d  O p i n i o n s :  G e t t i n g  a 
s e c o n d  o p in io n  a n d  c o m p a r in g  o p tio n s  
is  a d v i s a b l e ,  c s p c c ia l ly  f o r  c u s to m  o r  
g c m s to n c  jc w 'c l lc r y  a s  it e n s u re s  th a t  
y o u  h a v e  a w e l l- r o u n d e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
o f  y o u r  c o l le c t io n 's  v a lu e  a n d  p o te n t ia l .  
V is i t  m u l t ip le  j e w e l l e r s  o r  g o ld s m ith s  
to  e n s u re  in f o r m e d  d e c is io n s .  T h e y  c an  
a s s e s s  th e  c r a f t s m a n s h ip ,  q u a l i t y  o f  
g c m s to n c s .  a n d  o v e r a l l  v a lu e ,  h e lp in g  
y o u  g a in  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  u n d e r s t a n d ­

in g  o f  y o u r  in v e s tm e n t 's  w o rth .

A s k  Q u e s t i o n s :  I n q u i r e  a b o u t  th e  
j e w e l l e r y 's  o r ig in ,  q u a l i ty ,  a n d  g e m -  
s to n e  t r e a tm e n ts ,  a n d  a lw a y s  r e q u e s t  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  o r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  th a t  
p r o v id e  a c le a r  a n d  v e r i f ia b le  r e c o rd  
o f  th e  j e w e l le r y 's  c h a r a c te r i s t ic s .  I f  th e  
c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a l lo w , d o n 't  h e s i ta te  to  
n e g o t ia t e  f o r  d is c o u n ts  o r  a d d i t io n a l  
s e r v i c e s .  W h ile  th i s  m a y  n o t  a lw a y s  
b e  p o s s ib l e ,  i t ' s  a p r o a c t iv e  a p p ro a c h  
to  s e c u r in g  th e  b e s t  v a lu e  f o r  y o u r  
in v e s tm e n t .

W h a t  a r e  th e  k in d s  o f  j e w e l l e r y  
y o u  c a n  in v e s t  in ?

I n v c s t m e n t - G r a d e  J e w e l l e r y :  W h en  
w c  ta lk  a b o u t  i n v c s tm c n t - g r a d e  j e w ­
e l l e r y ,  w e 'r e  r e f e r r in g  to  p ie c c s  th a t 
h a v e  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  a m o u n t  o f  p u re  g o ld  
in  th e m . T h e  " k a r a t ” r a t i n g  is  th e  key  
h e re  th e  h ig h e r  th e  n u m b e r , th e  m o re  
g o ld  in  th e  j e w e l le r y .  I f  y o u ’ re lo o k in g  
to  m a k e  a p r o f i t  th r o u g h  g o ld  j e w e l ­
le r y  i n v e s tm e n t s ,  i t ' s  a  s m a r t  m o v e  
to  o p t  f o r  e i t h e r  2 4 - k a r a t  g o ld  ( p u re  
g o ld )  o r  1 8 - k a r a t  g o ld ,  w h ic h  is  7 5 %  
g o ld . T h e s e  o p t io n s  h a v e  a s o f te r  g o ld  
c o n tc m . w h ic h  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d v a n ta ­
g e o u s  i f  y o u ’re p u r c h a s in g  i te m s  l ik e  
n e c k la c c s .  e a r r i n g s ,  o r  b r o o c h e s .  T h e  
h ig h e r  g o ld  h e lp s  p r o te c t  th e s e  p ie c e s  
f ro m  p o te n t ia l  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  a c c i ­
d e n ta l  k n o c k s  a g a in s t  h a rd  s u r fa c e s .

D e s i g n e r  ( i o l d  J e w e l l e r y :  D e s ig n e r  
g o ld  je w e l l e r y  is  a n  e x c e l le n t  c h o ic e  
in  th is  c o n te x t .  W h a t m a k e s  th i s  k in d  
o f  je w e l le r y  s p e c ia l  is  how  it  c o m b in e s  
p r e c io u s  m e ta l s  w ith  th e  d e s ig n e r ’s c r e ­
a t i v e  b r i l l i a n c e .  D e s ig n e r  g o ld  j e w e l ­
le ry  c a n  be  a g r e a t  in v e s tm e n t ,  w h e th e r  
y o u  p r e f e r  c l a s s i c  o r  m o d e rn  s ty l e s .

M a n y  tr u s t  g o ld  j e w e l l e r y  a s  a s e ­
c u re  f in a n c ia l  i n v e s tm e n t ,  b u t n o t a ll  
p i e c e s  m a y  p r o v e  p r o f i t a b l e .  U n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  in v c s tm c n t - g r a d e  j e w e l l e r y  
a n d  i t s  m a rk e t  v a lu e  is  c r u c ia l .  G o ld  
j e w e l l e r y  o f f e r s  a m e a n s  to  p r e s e rv e  
w e a l th ,  a c q u i r e  h e r i t a g e  p i e c e s ,  a n d  
e n jo y  la s t in g  b e a u ty . A s an  in v e s tm e n t ,  
it  s a fe g u a r d s  a g a in s t  in f la t io n  a n d  e c o ­
n o m ic  u n c e r ta i n t ie s .  I n v e s t in g  w is e ly  
in v o lv e s  c h o o s in g  j e w e l l e r y  w i th  a 
h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  p u re  g o ld , su c h  a s
24 k a ra ts  o r  I 8 k a ra ts ,  a n d  c o n s id e r in g  
d e s ig n e r  o r  a n t iq u e  p ie c e s  fo r  a d d e d  
v a lu e .  ( lA .V S I ife )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bnambi Sunday, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

*8 irtKday Forecast’
Moon b forming an mg'*) of 150 degrc c wt«i Jufrter on you solar return chart 
and it 6 gong to pvc wonderful results. Youmight receive tone auspooul 
new*. You wll Be atfeto able lo resolve your business problems. You MU 
pay attention to your wort and busine** You will abo be interested >n doing 
something new. You wil get Ihe help and assistance of your bosses and col- 
leagues You will have Merestm new projects You will abo meet weft persons 
who will help you later. Your name and lame wil rise You will be praised foe 
your efforts. You will mike efforts for getting gains. You w>) also plan lo buy a 
house or property. You iril be busy m house and office work Students wH get 
success in exams and isterview*. Those wfto are single wil plan lo get married 
Husband and wife wll have wonderful bonding. You wui also plan to go on a 
vacation wi»i your famiy abroad.

Th is  week for you*
Apnl ?i)ii isgoingtobeawoftdtrMwettfcrycu You will have 
a lot o' money gating days There is possfelty of purchasing 
some new household items. You will also get good job and busi­
ness o*m. You will work towards making your l«e much better. 
You wll have a wonderful I me with your famty members and 
Iriends. You will be spending money on luxuries. hobt>es. and 
entertainment. Physical* and fwncally, tttt period wil be d 
tie best results. There will be reĝ ar inceme from the different 
sources. However, you wtH be cauKws in financial and business 
matters. THngs will work in your favor.

lurus : (Apr? 21 - Hay 2l)These are gong to be the best of time for you. you can 
spend your Ikne x.n your children and (amites. You will do 
some creative work. You wil participate in social function and 
group Ktiwte*. There Is possfcilty of startng or grow-ng own 
company or business. You wll also gel the support of your well 
wishers. There will be persons who wil be wltmg to help you 
when you need it most You win have favoratfe conditions. You
wUUIteteve ah* ppytnMwiPiyeur friend* «»d Unity member*.
Husbavl and wife wll share wonderful rebtions. If you are in 
a reUtonshe lor a long eme you wil plan to git married. Your 
health ml remain perfect You win also travel a tot due to work 
and bisine**.

Jem.-*: (May 22-Juno 21 You wll be moving on a progressive phase It will be 
oAcaty vietofiou* day*. Your workwligetcomple led last Fnan- 
duty >ou will get a lot of money You will be busy vwVi financial 

■n / activates like bankng. insurance knd. investment shares, etc.
Sc V  You wil be able to compete your work first. You wil atso get Ihe 
J I I L  miitsofyourcomplctedworkGansandprofitlnyourbusiness 

i-ccjtod You could also be promoted n your Job. You will 
have It take crucial decisions in your business. Your workload 
wtii be heavy, but you wui manage the things. Your position and 
nfluerc* n your organization will be more important, 

dancer: (June 22 - July 221* * going to be an amazing week The conaeons Pat 
you hare at your workplace wtl remain favoraWe for you. Your 
bo** a id colleague* win help you at every stage. You wil reserve 
all rnsjnderstanding with friends and colleague*. You wll also 
get a fsvorabte court verdict Your heifth w*!l keep improving. 
You wil use your capabilities or talent fiily. You wil make new 
plans h the business. You will atso have profits. You wil also 
meet hftuenbal persons who wtU help you a tot. Peace and 
harmoiy wll preva>i In family rdatons. The tene will be peaco- 
M anc satis*actory You wta get your work done gradually win 
your wsdem and commurication skill*. You wtU have a tot of 
mcneygaMngdays.

^o: (July 23 - August 23|The beginning d the week is going lo be wonderful You 
will hare monetary gains. There wll be an increase in income.

-  You wll face tough competition in business, but you wil be 
V. able tc survive Thus you wil be not left behnd Students will 

be happy gettng favorable examination result*. You will man- 
ttn gcod relations with relatves. You will be peaceful and feel

* < 7  ble*sei in your heart You will abo gel the bte**ing* of elderty 
pertor*. You wtl also meet a tot of new friend*. There wil be 
peace m the famty You win be successM In competition and 
exams Your finances wB keep improving. You wil invest your 
money in multiple scheme 

frgo: (August 24 • Septtmber 22)Ycu will be happy. There wll be Ihe rtght work 
AffKVtneiM Yntirbmftwillhftwrfupftnt Thefwetyxnvwfilw* 

i f  /  win becord*»i and pleasant. Though you *»n have some trouble 
m T  at you: workplace, but you will manage the things well. The 
iy V  . property dsputes between siblings will get resolved Though

some Mns«n wtl build up in your personal lit) but you will put 
a Ml stop toal. Guests will arrive at you? home, you wil remain 
busy In welcoming them You wll have no srortage erf money. 
Therein be moroeipenditureon some importwlPi In gsbutdue 
to money arrangements you will be aN« to iranage the things 
well. You w*n have a satbfyng feeling In your heart 

I*fa: (September 23 • October 23|lt Is going to be a profitable week for you. You 
wil have gains in your business. You will be busy with wort that 
you will find it <4*oJ1 lo take out time for yoeteM. You will get 
promoted n your job You will abo set you daly routne very 
efficiently and wHl work accordingly. No one vil question your
Integrity. You MH also wm ne trus t of you r bosses i  w it bo good
tme. tn legal matters (here is no use taking thj matter too far. It 
wil only waste yourtimeand money. You shcnidrefoeus on your 
priority that i«s ahead You wll fed mentally peaceful. Husband 
and vwfe will share wonderful bonding. Love birds will have a 
great tine. Auspicious functions wil keep takng place. 

Scorpo: (October 24 • November 22HI rs going lo be a very favourable week There 
wil be peace, bfa** and joy in famiy relabor*. You wil come 
closer to your partner. Your spouse be a soerce of inspntion 

u y  and will guide you well-Though you would be trapped in seme 
N k  problems, but you wuowcomo them with case. You will keep 
^  worfeng with total honesty and will be defeated. You will help 

M  people when they need your support. Your work will «so get 
completed You will keep gitting the support of your relative* 
Longdbttnce travel wil be successful. You wil be meeting lot of 
persons. There wil be produebve meetings wi*i your near ones 
You can partdpste m some biflfcday or marriige functon 

Sâ tlartjs: (November 23-December 21 (The time is peaceijl YouwiateelmenUUy 
better. You're realy relax and happy You wll lo better and wil 
be enjoying whatever you have achieved You wil be cheerfj.

. 8 usmess act ><i*e* wil pick up. You wil enjoy you re la tons with 
your famiy member*. Student* wll get *ucee** n exam* and 
in interview*. The thing* which you were forging for wait wifl 

”  '  be over You win have Wof courage and wtl jxmtt to get you 
work done. You willabofocu* on your relationship and will wort 
to make things better You wll also tilnk abo ,I a change of Job. 
Those wf>o are unemployed for a long time row will get good 
job dfcrs. You wil have moneUrygainv The argument that was 
causing tension in your personal If* will get resolved 

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20JYou wil plan to go out of stabon wih you 
family. You name and fame wil spread far and wide. You wil 
help outers and wil be useful to other* in theirbmc of need You 
wil also have a wonderful bme with your tamly. Your irfluence 
wlllnciwase YowwUhavemeetlngwtthyourretatwM Therewtl 
lot of presbgious days. You wi'i get the results of work done by 

'  '  you. Your fnancial pos-ton wil keep getting stronger. There 
wil be significant change n the workplace. You can also plan 
to buy a house, or vcftcle. You wil finish off ail Ihe important 
works Otfioafcerscns wiu be happy with you. You wil show you 
interest in new project*.The time wu be best.

Aquarius : (January 21 • February 18)The ttne will be profitable. Those who are 
thnkJng of gong abroad tor job or business wil be get sue- 
co*s You wil get fabiiou* re*ult* frcm your vork. You wil a!*o 
keep helping needy and weak person*. You wll also get the hit 
support of you life partner. Your family wui also give you moral 

J K .  support when you need it most lugo^tobeanaman.ig wet*.
You vwit be busy with tie preparation ci some special function 
at you heme. You wil also enjoy ne company of you family 
members and friends. The talks of you chldeen's engagement 
or manage wll move ahead You wil focus oe your tamJy You 
wil abo attract people to youseH. You wui afco make effort* to 
move ahead in bu«ne*s and in you job.

Ptsces : (February 19 • March 20)Tn>c i* for improvement n every area d  you 
work m busness. You will enjoy a wonderKI tme thrt week 
You woiid play special emphasis on makn{ thing* improve. 
The situation will be perfect You will feet tetter You mo be 
incined towards worldly Pings. You wil be serious about you 
career and business You wil not compromise with other* on 
your prtnô e*. Even though you will *ay facodlficift *«uation 

‘ at your work, but you will overcome nem with ease. You wH lire
namior»cu*«y wiin everyone m pie family, to. wn nave spec>ai 
achievements mbusine** You ml take Pie rigftdecbOTOwtKh 
wil have results in you favor. With the use ciyour talents, you 
wil Increase your income and bveltiood.

Cynosure of all eyes: Meghalaya 
Pavilion a hit during G20 Summit

M i
By C K  N ayafc

a n y  c r a f t s  m c la s  a rc  o rg a n is e d  e v e r y  y e a r  
in  th e  n a t io n a l  c a p i ta l  l ik e  a l l  o th e r  c i t ie s  
a n d  m e t r o p o l i s e s  d u r in g  n a t io n a l  a n d  in ­

te r n a t io n a l  e v e n ts  a n d  e v e n  o th e r w is e .  H o w e v e r ,  
th e  I n d ia n  C r a f t s  B a z a a r  a t  B h a r ta  M a n d a p  in  P ra - 
g a t i  M a id a n . v e n u e  o f  th e  r e c e n tly  c o n c lu d e d  G 2 0  
m e e tin g  w a s  o n e  o f  i t s  k in d . A rts  a n d  c ra f t s  o f  a ll  
s ta te s  a n d  u n io n  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n c lu d in g  M e g h a la y a  
sh o w c a s e d  th e i r  u n iq u e  p r o d u c ts  w i th  n a t io n a l  
a w a rd - w in n in g  a r t i s t s  a n d  c r a f t s m e n  d is p l a y in g  
th e i r  u n iq u e  s k i l f u l  w o rk . B e s id e s  th e  s t a te s  a nd  
U T s c e n t r a l  a g e n c ie s  l ik e  th e  K h a d i V il la g e  a n d  
I n d u s t r ie s  C o m m is s io n ,  T R IF E D , a n d  S a ra s  A a- 
je e v ik a  a l s o  to o k  p a r t .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  d e le g a te s ,  
o r g a n is e r s  a n d  th e  f o re ig n  g u e s ts  o f  th e  
g r a n d  m e e tin g  th r o n g e d  th e  b a z a a r  w h e n ­
e v e r  th e y  u s e d  to  g e t  a c h a n c e .

In th e  la rg e  b a z a a r  M e g h a la y a  had  a 
p a v i l io n  pu t up  b y  M e g h a la y a n  A g e . th e  
f a m o u s  s to r e  o f  a r ts  a n d  c ra f t s  w h ic h  h a s  
a  p e rm a n e n t  d is p l a y  in  D e l h i 's  b ig g e s t  
u p m a rk e t C o n n a u g h t  P la c c . T h is  p a v il io n  
to r  th e  (_ r a t t s  B a z a a r  f o c u s s e d  on  b r in g ­
in g  u n iq u e  in d ig e n o u s  s k i l l s  r o o te d  in  
s u s t a in a b i l i t y ,  w o m e n  le d  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  
s p i r i te d  w o m e n  e n tre p r e n e u rs .  A lo n g  w ith  
th e  T o u r is m  D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  M e g h a la y a n  
A g e  a n d  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S ta te  T o u r ism  a nd  
T e x t i le s .  T h e  h ig h l i g h ts  o f  th e  p a v il io n  
w e r e  th e  R y n d i a .  J a i n t i a  B la c k  C la y  
P o t te r y .  L a k a d o n g  T u r m e r ic  a n d  i te m s  
c r a f t e d  f ro m  B a m b o o  a n d  C a n e .

M e g h a la y a  is  h o m e  to  s o m e  o f  th e  f i n ­
e s t  b a m b o o  a n d  c a n e  v a r ie t ie s  a n d  m a s te r  
c r a f t s m e n  w h o s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  k n o w le d g e  
a n d  s k i l l  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s e d  o n  th r o u g h  
g e n e r a t i o n s .  O w in g  to  i t s  e a s e  o f  u s e  
a n d  s u s ta in a b i l i t y ,  b a m b o o  a n d  c a n c  o c c u p y  an 
im p o r ta n t  p la c e  in  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  ne x t 
o n ly  to  a g r i c u l t u r e .  R y n d ia  ( K ri S i lk )  is  a l s o  
k n o w n  a s  th e  P e a c c  S i lk  o r  A h im sa  S i lk  s in c e  it 
u se s  a " n o n -v io le n t*  w a y  o f  e x t r a c t in g  s i lk  fro m  
th e  c o c o o n s  o f  th e  s i l k w o r m  w ith o u t  h a rm in g  o r 
k i l l in g  th e m .

T h e  w h o le  p r o c c s s  fro m  e x t r a c t io n  to  w e a v ­
in g  i s  c o m p le t e ly  d o n e  in  th e  s t a t e  b y  w o m e n  
w e a v e r s .  T h e  J a in t ia  B la c k  c la y  P o t te r y  u s e s  th e  
b la c k  u n iq u e  c la y  f o u n d  in  S u n g  V a lle y , w h ic h  is  
c o m p le t e ly  h a n d c r a f te d  b y  w o m e n  p o t te r s  u s in g  
t r a d i t io n a l  m e th o d s  w i th o u t  th e  u s e  o f  a  p o t t e r 's  
w h e e l .  T h is  le n d s  to  th e  f in is h e d  p r o d u c t ’s d i s ­
t in c t  lo o k  a n d  f e e l .  L a k a d o n g  T u r m e r ic  is  o n e  o f  
th e  m o s t  w e l l-k n o w n  p r o d u c ts  f ro m  M e g h a la y a  
a n d  th is  to o  is  m o s t ly  c u l t i v a t e d  a n d  p r o c e s s e d  
b y  w o m e n  f a r m e rs  w h ic h  w a s  on  d is p l a y .

T h e s e  a g e - o ld  t r a d i t i o n s  in  M e g h a la y a  a re  
d e e p ly  r o o te d  to  th e  la n d  a n d  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  in  
o r d e r  to  p r o g r e s s  o n e  n e e d s  to  d o  so  in  ta n d e m  
w ith  n a tu re  a n d  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t .  T h e  few  S u s ­

ta in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t G o a l s  th a t  w e re  c s p c c ia l ly  
h ig h lig h te d  th r o u g h  th e  s t a t e 's  p r o d u c ts  w e re  R e ­
s p o n s ib le  C o n s u m p t io n  a n d  P r o d u c t io n .  C l im a te  
A c t io n ,  R e d u c e d  I n e q u a l i t i e s  a n d  S u s t a i n a b le  
C i t ie s  a n d  C o m m u n i t ie s  w h ic h  r e s o n a te d  v e ry  
w e ll w ith  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  d e le g a te s  a n d  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  m e d ia .

B u t the  p ro u d  m o m e n t fo r  th e  s t a t e  c a m e  w h e n  
P r im e  M in i s t e r ,  M r N a r c n d r a  M o d i n o t  only- 
s to p p e d  a t th e  s to r e  b u t  a l s o  in te r a c te d  w ith  th e  
a r t i s a n s .  H e c o n v e r s e d  w ith  R ida  G a tp h o h  w h o  is  
th e  c h ie f  c u r a to r  o f  M e g h a la y a n  A g e  - T h e  S to re  
an d  th e  F o u n d e r  o f  D A K T I • a S o c ia l  E n te r p r i s e  
b a s e d  in  S h i l l o n g .  B e in g  a w o m e n  e n t r e p r e ­
n e u r  h e r s e l f  a n d  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  th e  N a t io n a l  
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h ip  A w ard  (N E A )  2 0 1 9  f ro m  th e

r m  j

y
t i

M in is try  o f  S k i l l  D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  E n t r e p r e n e u r ­
s h ip  (M S D E ) . sh e  in f o r m e d  th e  P r im e  M in i s te r  
r e g a rd in g  th e  p r o g re s s  m a d e  by M e g h a la y a  in  th e  
sp h e re  o f  W om en  E m p o w e rm e n t .  G e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  
an d  S u s la in a b i l i ty .

" T h e  P r im e  M in i s t e r  w a s  im p r e s s e d  to  s e c  
th a t  M e g h a la y a  is  w o rk in g  to w a rd s  m e e tin g  th e  
S u s ta in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t G o a l s  th r o u g h  e n c o u r ­
a g in g  t im e w o r n  m e th o d s  o f  c r a f t  p r o d u c t io n  th a t  
to o  e m p o w e r in g  t r ib a l  w o m e n .”  R id a  G a tp h o h  
to ld  T he S h i l lo n g  T im e s  a f te r  th e  v is i t .  “ I t w a s  
a w o n d e r f u l  S u n d a y  s u r p r i s e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .” sh e  
c x c la im c d  in  jo y .

T h is  ivo rks w ith  n a tu re  in s t e a d  o f  a g a in s t  i t .  
b y  u p l i f t i n g  w o m e n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  s ta te ,  a n d  s h o w c a s in g  th e  r ic h  c u l tu r e  o f  th e  
s ta te  a t an in te r n a t io n a l  p la tf o rm . M od i a ls o  m a d e  
tim e  to  v is i t  th e  ‘ F o c u s  N o rth  E a s t ’ s t a l l ,  w h e re  
he  o b s e rv e d  a n d  a p p re c ia te d  th e  h a n d ic r a f t s  fro m  
th e  e ig h t  N o rth  E a s te r n  s ta te s .  T h e  s ta l l  w a s  e s ­
ta b l is h e d  to  s h o w c a s e  e x c e p t io n a l  h a n d ic r a f t  a n d  
h a n d lo o m  ite m s  f ro m  th e  r e g io n .
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G20: lndo-U S Trade Swells

Aid to Ukraine, 
fuels war

B y Shivaji Sarkar

“I f  one way he better than  another; that 
yo u  may he sure is nature's way. ”

—Aristotle 
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W hen lea d ersh ip  fails
AS Parliament opens its maiden session at the 
new, tastefully conceived edifice on Monday, the 
national capital witnessed another major initiative 
a day ago, namely the inauguration o f  the Yashob- 
hoomi. the Rs 5,400 crore first phase o f the India 
International Convention Centre (IICC) in Dwarka. 
Spread over tn area o f  73.000 sq-metres. its con­
vention halls and conference rooms can together 
accommodate 11,000 delegates at a time. New 
Delhi, as also India's other metropolitan cities, 
mostly lived in the past -  a sad commentary on 
the kind o f leadership India has been having for 
the past many decades after the stellar role played 
by first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru with his 
modern, visionary mindset ably groomed by his 
education and exposure to the developed West. The 
result o f this drag was that infrastructure facilities 
that even a tiny nation like Singapore or Malaysia 
in our geographic region boasted of. remained 
alien to India. While India claims to be the world's 
fifth largest economic power, there is no matching 
infra-build-up yet on several fronts. This is not to 
ignore the major strides in the National Highways 
development or the growth in numbers o f airports 
and seaports in recent years. But this alone will 
not do.

Most Indian cities arc in a chaotic state when it 
comes to traffic management, civic amenities ctc. 
What was the curse of Mumbai is today the curse of 
an IT- growth-oriented mega city like Bengaluru too 
when it comes to traffic snarls. A lack o f political 
will delayed implementation o f Mass Rapid Transit 
Systems like Metro Rail -  in mega cities, even 
as a city like Kolkata demonstrated its importance 
four decadcs ago. The dcadwood kind o f political 
leadership, mostly led by ageing men, failed to 
grasp the fundamentals o f a modem society. They 
continued to make life a hell for the emerging 
new generations and failed even to harness their 
youthful energies for productive purposes by way 
o f creating job opportunities. The manufacturing 
scctor is down in the dumps due to free-wheeling 
corruption and Liccncc Raj.

The Yashobhoomi is only a small step in the 
gargantuan task o f modernizing India. When tiny 
Malaysia boasted o f the 88-storey Petronas twin* 
towers a quarter o f a century ago in 1999 and Sin­
gapore unveiled its charms like the top world-class 
Changi airpor much before, the no-oil Dubai raised 
the world's tallest 163-floor Burj Khalifa 14 years 
ago. India mostly sat back and blinked. It, rather, 
dcmonstrateda lack o f will on the part o f its govern­
ments to ably take matters forward. Governments, 
bureaucrats and politicians fanned corruption that 
is eating into the vitals o f the growth mechanism. 
Our obsessions and public discourses are mostly 
on misplaccd subjects.

One India One Election is an 
idea whose time has not come

In this m edia sa tu rated  
age. the M odi government 
has perfected the art o f  ‘hcad- 
linc  m anagem ent’ through 
‘w eapons o f  m ass d istrac­
tion .’ The ‘one nation, one 
election,* proposal is the lat­
est example. On the very day 
that fresh revelations in the 
Adani controversy tumbled 
ou t, C hinese  P resident Xi 
Jinping opted out o f  the G 20 
summit, and the opposition 
India alliance held a meeting 
in Mumbai, the sudden an­
nouncement o f  a special ses­
sion o f  parliament followed 
by a committee being set up 
to examine the single election 
idea suggests aitful manage­
ment o f  the news cycle.

In the  rush o f  breaking 
news, it is perhaps forgot­
ten that an identical election 
plan was floated by the BJP 
exactly five years ago. Then 
BJP President and now home 
minister Amit Shah wrote to 
Law Commission in August 
2018 asking them to consider 
the ‘one nation, one election’ 
p roposal in the 'n a tio n a l 
interest*. A parliam entary  
standing committee in 201$ 
recom m ended  ho ld ing  s i­
multaneous elections in two 
phases while a  Niti Aayog 
d iscussion  p a p e r  in 2018 
w h o le h ea rte d ly  endo rsed  
the bluq’rint. But with little 
support from non-BJP par­
ties. the plan failed to take 
off. Is 2023 any different to 
2 0 18. o r i s this a classic ease 
o f  new packaging o f  an old 
agenda?

Four reasons appear to 
have driven the revival o f  the 
single election idea. The first, 
as mentioned a t the outset, is 
to  divcit attention and grab 
headlines at an opportune 
time. The second is to  float 
a trial balloon and ignite a 
wider public debate amongst 
In d ia 's  in fluen tia l m iddle  
class on the impact on costs 
and governance fora  country 
in permanent election mode. 
Prim e m in is te r  M odi has 
already pushed for a  sim i­
lar debate on the so  called 
'icvdi* ui ‘ficcbic* vultuic, 
while warning that the fierce 
competition between parties 
to offer electoral sops will 
prove ruinous for economic 
health. Ironically, while the 
prime minister has targeted 
opposition parties for being 
fiscally irresponsible, the BJP 
loo has been just as willing to 
open its purse-strings ahead 
o f  any election: just look at

By Rajdeep Sardesai

the slew o f  cash hand-outs 
announced by the M adhya 
Pradesh government in the 
last few months. Organising 
elections is not inexpensive 
bu t the rea l u ncon tro lled  
costs lie in therampant abuse 
o f  money power by cash-rich 
political parties.

A third reason for building 
a chorus o f  support around 
the single election .plank is 
to  derive obvious political 
benefit from the. 'T h e re  is 
Modi O nly ' (TIMO) factor. 
O ver the last dccade, the BJP 
has conscious y attem pted to 
make every election a leader­
ship contest: ‘Modi versus 
W ho' is an overarching cam­
paign theme tor the saffron 
party. Then, lie it a general 
election, a state election, or 
even a local municipal elec­
tion, the prime m inister's
larger than life persona is the 
BJP 's political ‘brahmastra’.

Yet. a s recent sta te  as-

opponcnts. The data shows 
an average o f  a double-digit 
difference between the BJP’s 
p e rfo rm ance  in s ta te  and  
general elections, leaving the 
party vulnerable to local anti- 
incum bency  in  B JP-ruled 
states. W hich is why holding 
all elections simultaneously 
might offer the party an op­
portunity to play the Modi 
card morc effectively than 
if  the elec tion  calendar is 
kept separate. Electoral data 
gathered betw een 1999 and 
2014 shows that in simultane­
ously held elections, voters 
chose the same party at state 
and ccntre in 77 per cent o f  
the constituencies. But when 
elections were held even six 
m onths apart, on ly  61 per 
cent chose the same party.

The fourth reason though
is perhaps Ihr* most discon­
certing  for those w ho fear 
a larger gamcplan aim ed at 
altering the basic structure

UA parliamentary standing committee 
in 2015 recommended holding 

simultaneous elections in two phases 
while a Niti Aayog discussion paper in 

2018 wholeheartedly endorsed the 
blueprint. But with little support from  

nott-BJP parties, the plan fa iled  to take 
off. Is 2023 any different to 2018, or is 

this a classic case o f  new packaging 
o f  an old agenda? ”

scmbly election results have 
shown, there are lim its to this 
M odi-ccntric appeal. Both 
in Karnataka .ind Himachal, 
incumbent BJP governments 
lost despite the familiar 'dou­
ble engine’ narrative. In both 
sta te s , the prim e m in ister 
claim cd that i vote for the 
lotus was an affirmation in 
his leadership.The campaign 
pitch did not work: the BJP 
was soundly beaten in both 
states, that to» by the Con­
gress, the one adversary the 
party thought it had morc or 
less decimated.

In fact, the BJP’sclcctoral 
fortunes s in :c  2019 have 
shown a sharpdivcrgcnce be­
tween state vcidicts where Mr 
Modi is not on the ticket and 
general elections where the 
TIM O factor overwhelms his

o f  the constitution. A Modi- 
led government has repeat­
edly attempted to redraw the 
C entre-sta te  constitutional 
framework o f  power-sharing 
d e sp ite  the  prim e m in is ­
ter. h im self a form er ch ief 
m inister, claim ing  to  be a 
proponent o f  ‘co-operative 
federalism *. From dem on­
etisation to  fann laws, from 
G o o d s a n d  S e rv ice s  Tax 
(G S T ) com pensation  d is ­
putes to  concerns over the 
national education  policy, 
from C ovid  lockdow ns to 
Hindi language imposition, 
there has been a sustained 
attem pt to  brow beat states 
into falling in line with little 
attem pt at consensus build­
ing. T his g row ing  uncase 
over unilateral action by a 
domineering Ccntre is only

preventing genuine reform: 
the pushback and eventual 
derailing o f  farm laws is a 
good example.

Moreover, a s many as 14 
slate governm ents are non- 
BJP, non-ND A  ru led  as o f  
now. reflecting  a uniquely 
d iverse polity tha t is often 
obscurcd  by the incessant 
one nation, one leader ‘uni­
form ity' drumbeat. Many o f  
these governments arc ruled 
by regional parties who. un­
like national parties, are not 
bogged  dow n by frequent 
elections. W hich is also why 
many o f  the opposition parties 
have reacted with a mix o f  
fear and anger over the ‘one 
nation, one e lection ' move. 
Their fear o v e r  the  sing le  
election proposal stems from 
the constitutional righ ts o f  
s la te  g overnm en ts  to  d is ­
solve assem blies and set ihcir 
ow n political timelines being 
snatched away almost over­
night. The anger is fueled by
the possibility tin t yet another 
major legislative action is be­
ing rammed through without a 
serious consultative process.

Ironically, while the 'o ne  
nation, one e lection ' idea is 
being pushed as a recipe for 
stable governance, the BJP 
h a sn 't h esita ted  in reccn t 
years to topple opposition- 
ruled governments by break­
ing parties o r engineering  
defections. A  genuine demo­
cratic ethos w on’t be cu lti­
vated by a fanciful idea o f 
just one election every five 
years but when political par­
ties show greater respect to 
autonomous institutions and 
ensure a level playing field 
during and outside o f  elec­
tions. Gross misuse o f  money 
power and a lack o f  will in 
en forcing  the  m odel code 
o f  conduct h a s  subverted 
the electoral proccss. That's 
the real debate the country’s 
policy makers need to  have.

Post script: there is a  vest­
ed interest one also has in not 
allowing (Ik  present election 
cycle to be significantly a l­
tered. What would many o f  
us in the media do without 
the unmatched excitement o f  
covering election campaigns 
every year? And while jour­
nalists relish  the heat and 
dust o f  an Indian election, 
netas too have to regularly 
hit the road: an e lec tion  a 
y ear ensures m inim um  ac ­
countability!

(The writer is  senior jo u r­
n a lis t  a n d  au th o r. M a il:  
ra jdeepsardesa iSK dgm ail. 
com)

U rgent
changes
needed!

Editor.
As a  person who has writ­

ten several letters over sever­
al years on the subject o f  the 
degeneration o f  legislative 
democracy in our state partly 
brought about by the drastic 
truncationof the durations o f 
Assembly sessions that has 
been going on for the last 
25 years o r so, I was elated 
to  read a news item titled, 
"VPP moves motion, seeks 
extension o f  5 day session” 
(ST. September 16, 2023). 
At last a political party has 
w oken up to  fight against 
the s low  asphyxiation  o f  
dem ocracy!. Although this 
has come 25 years late but it 
has com e nevertheless and 
this gives us some hope for 
the future.

Now that a substan tia l 
section o f  the people  has 
realized that short duration 
Assembly sessions are noth­
ing short o f  a subterfuge to 
evade  a ccoun tab ility  and 
responsibility o f our repre­
sentatives tow trd s wc the 
people, this question natu­
rally  arises: Should a law 
be passed by the Assembly 
to ensure a fixed number o f  
sittings in a year by this very 
A ssem bly? I'm  sure  m ost 
people will say "  yes” and 
wc must demand that all our 
MLAs irrespective o f  party 
affiliations must support the 
passage o f  this law if  they 
arc tn ily  committed to  the 
welfare o f  the people as they 
never fail to dec are at every 
available opportunity. Some 
people may fin j it strange 
but this is not a new idea. On 
popular demand. Karnataka 
came out with a law' titled

" T he K arnataka  Conduct 
o f  Government Business in 
the State L egislatu re  Act,
2005.” O ther states such as 
P unjab, M anipur, O disha . 
U.P., e tc have laid dow n a 
minimum number o f  sitting 
days through the Rules o f  
Procedures varying from 40 
days in  Punjab to 90 days in 
U.P. Besides, the National 
Commission to  Review the 
W orking o f  the C o n stitu ­
tion headed by form er C hief 
Justice o f  India, M.N. Ven- 
katchaliah had recommended 
that Legislative Assemblies 
o f  States ' Union Territories 
w ith less than 70 members 
should meet for at least 50 
days a year.

Coming back to our state, 
we must pity ourselves that 
M eghalaya will have a mea­
g re  12 d a y s o f  A ssem bly 
sittings this year which effec­
tively m eans that most o f  our 
problems have been ignored. 
Even the Budget for this year 
has been passed without d is­
cussion! Apart from that, 1 am 
pretty sure that our Assembly 
has had m any " guillotine 
closures," which means that 
undiscusscd clauses o f  bills1' 
resolutions arc passed along 
with discusscd ones due to 
lack o f  time. Docs this not 
mean that many bad and half- 
haked laws have been pushed 
down our throats during the 
last quarter o f  a century?.

In conclusion. I request 
ou r fellow  c itizens to  u r­
gently demand changc from 
our representatives and to 
be aleit to the developments 
around  us because, " T he 
condition upon which God 
hath given liberty to  man is 
eternal vigilance "

Yours ctc., 
Samuel Swctt, 

Shillong- 2

W hy th is  flight 
o f fancy  fo r 

nam e chan g in g
Editor.
The first positive effect 

o f  opposition parties coming 
together under the  banner 
o f  INDIA is the reduction 
o f  LPG price. It is a notable 
changc as the past nine years 
have w itnessed LPG price 
frequently reaching from one 
peak to another. H owever, 
instead o f  taking morc such 
peop le  friendly  step s, the 
ruling party has pushed the 
panic button. A flcr naming 
v a rio u s  p ro g ra m m e s and  
initiatives as Digital India. 
Skill India. S tart-up India. 
Stand Up India and Make in 
India, the governm ent has 
suddenly started creating an 
im pression that there is an 
urgent need to  replace the 
internationally popular name 
o f  our country (India) with 
the local name (Bharat).

If such a (hing really hap­
pens it will creatc huge and 
unnecessary expenditure o f  
time and public money. The 
Supreme Court oflndia, India 
Post. Reserve Bank oflnd ia . 
SBL CB1, Il fs, Government 
o fln d ia  and many others arc 
to stand in the long queue to 
changc their nameplates in 
such a scenario. From cur­
rency notes to  letterhead all 
are to be clanged.

O ur Constitution accepted 
both India and Bharat as the 
nam e o f  o u r  c o u n try  bu t 
rightly gave priority to India 
o v e r  B harat by decla ring  
"India that is Bharat" and not 
"Bharat that is India". This 
was a judicious step. Many 
countries like Japan, Germa­
ny and China gave priority to
their respective international
names over their local names

to get maximum advantage in 
international irade. politics 
and global recognition.

Nippon gave priority to 
its in ternationally  popular 
nam e Japan. Bundcsrcpub- 
lik  D eu tsch lan d  a lso  d id  
the same to its international 
nam e G erm any. S im ilarly  
Z h o n g g u o  (o r Z honghua  
Rcnmin Gong He G uo) does 
not mind to be rccogniscd as 
China (or People's Republic 
o f  China). South and North 
Korea embraced the H-nglish 
nam e for the sam e reason. 
Spanish  'Espafia* a lso  ac ­
cepted English 'Spain' as the 
official name o f their country.
There is no problem in retain
ing two name* o f  a country. 
But it is a wec decision to 
give priority :o internation­
ally acccptcd name over the 
local name.

India is as much a foreign 
word as the v.ord Hindu is. 
As a m a tte r o f  fac t many 
words in Indian languages 
like Hindustan have a foreign 
rtK>t. But they have been as­
similated in Indian languages 
and  cu lture. If the proccss 
o f  replacing in ternational­
ly recognised nam e o f  our 
country with ihe local name 
continued , it w ould cause  
extensive damage to India's 
exchequer and as well as her 
international position.

Yours etc., 
Sujit De.
Kolkata

How viable a re  
sim u ltaneous 

elections
Editor.
Apropos o f  the letter by 

Sujit Dc (ST September 12. 
2023) on o n ;  na tion , one
election I would like to re
spcctfully address the argu­

ments presented by the writ­
er. While it is acknowledged 
that conducting simultaneous 
elections for both Parliament 
and State Assemblies might 
be cost-effective it is impera­
tive to explore the broader 
spectrum o f  reasons in favour 
o f  this idea.

One significant advantage 
o f  holding synchronized elec­
tions for both the national 
and  state legislative bodies 
is the potential to streamline 
the engagement o f  the ruling 
party at the centre through­
out its five-year tenure. This 
arrangem ent would enable 
the ruling d ispensa tion  at 
the centre to focus primarily 
on governance, unburdened 
by the continual distraction 
o f  state election campaigns. 
O v e r  the years , w c have 
observed central ministers, 
from the Prime Minister lo 
state-level ministers, exten­
sively involved in canvassing 
for the ir  pa rty  candidates 
in state elections, oflcn for 
extended periods within their 
five-year terms.

Delving deeper into this 
m atter reveals tha t such a 
synchronized election system 
could reduce the frequent dis­
ruptions faced by citizens due 
to  e lections. With national 
elections and state elections 
occurring simultaneously, tlxr 
public w ould be spared from 
the recurrent clcctoral cycles, 
benefiting both the electorate 
and the administration.

F u r th e rm o re , the  sy n ­
chronization o f  leg islative 
assem bly tenures w ith (ha( 
o f  the parliament is another 
noteworthy aspect. For states 
that have recently conducted 
MLA elections, such as  Me­
g h a lay a , w h ere  e lec tio n s  
occurred this year, holding 
another round o f  MLA elec­
tions in 2024 during the MP 
e lec tion  m ay seem  rcdun-

dant. To address this, it could 
be contemplated that the next 
MLA e lec tion  in the state 
aligns w ith the MP election in 
2029. This might be achieved 
th rough  m echan ism s like  
ex tend ing  the  term  o f  the 
e lec ted  M LA s o f  2023 by 
one additional year through 
Presiden tial O rdinance  or. 
a lte rn a tiv e ly , te m p o rarily  
im posing President's Rule in 
the state from 2028 to 2029 
i f  ex tending term s is  not a 
feasible option.

It is essential to note that 
the  o p in io n  e x p re ssed  by 
Sujit Dc against 'One Nation. 
O ne Election* and m y own 
in its favour are preliminary 
assessments. Recent news re­
ports indicate that the central 
government has established 
a committee to examine this 
concept, led by former presi­
dent. Ram Nath Kovind. The 
c o m m ittee 's  f in d in g s and  
recom m endations will play 
a pivotal role in detennining 
the viability o f  synchronized 
e lec tions. U ntil then, it is 
prudent to  tem porarily  set 
aside this topic and await the 
committee's insights.

In conclu sion , em brac ­
ing change in a  progressive 
society is often preferable to 
maintaining the sta tus quo. 
The proposal for 'O ne N a­
tion, One Election' warrants 
thoughtful consideration, as it 
has the potential to  transform 
the clcctoral landscape in our 
country and stream line the 
governance proccss for the 
betterment o f  all citizens.

Yours ctc..
Krishna Chcttri

Shillong-2

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and not tha t of
The SMUotig Times

The G20 was a mega show. 
The success was in terms o f 
Indian diplomacy carving out 
a delicate consensus on the 
war “ in" Ukraine rather than 
‘‘against it.” It was a care­
fully chalked out economic 
planning, where India wins 
the US investments. Arab and 
western support through the 
India-M iddle East-F.uropc 
Economic corridor (IMEC) 
for robust trade relations.

It follows Ukrainian Presi­
dent V Zclcnskyy visiting 
Washington, during the UN 
General Assembly a s  the US 
Congress debates S24 billion 
in military and humanitarian 
aid for h is war-torn country 
as it continues to fight against 
Russia, though the Republi­
cans arc not in favour. Had 
there not been such a joint 
communique in New Delhi, 
U kraine may not have got 
this largesse and Russia an­
other 150 sanctions. It has 
stoked the ongoing war.

The bilateral agreem ent 
with US President Joe Bidcn 
and Prime M inister N arcn­
dra Modi in New Delhi in 
a way fac litatcs it further. 
In a joint statement, the two 
leaders reiicrated their sup­
port for building resilien t 
global semi-conductor sup­
ply chains. no ting  in this 
respect a multi-year initiative 
o f  M icrochip T echnology 
Inc.. to inv:si approximately 
$300 million in expanding 
its  research and de v elo p ­
ment presence in India and 
A dvanced M icro D evice’s 
announcement to invest $400 
m illion  in India o v e r  the 
next f ive  years to  expand 
research, development, and 
engineering: operations in the 
country.

T he leaders e x p re ssed  
satisfaction at the ongoing 
implementation o f  announce­
ments m ad; in June 2023 by 
the US comptinics. Micron. 
LA M  R esearch , and  A p­
p lied  M aterials. P resident 
Bidcn reaffirmed his support 
for a reform ed UN S ecu ­
rity Council with India a s a 
permanent member, and. in 
this context. welcomed once 
again India's candidature for 
the  UNSC non-perm anent 
scat in 2028-29.

T he two moves look dif­
ferent but arc not so. Hie con­
sensus communique facili­
tates enhanced aid to Ukraine 
elespite the opposition from 
the Republicans. India gains 
and so  doe« the US, the su p  
port o f  the largest democracy. 
It opens up further ways for 
lndo-U S fad e , a s A merica 
has surpassed China in trade 
relationships with India. In 
2023. India and the US sur­
passed  a reco rd  value  o f  
S I28.78 billion. In 2022. the 
total bilateral trade between 
the two countries amounted 
to  SI 19.42 billion. A lmost 
ha lf o f  it is Indian exports. 
This changes the global sce­
nario to quote UN Secretary 
G eneral Antonio G uterres, 
“ It is time for a compromise 
for a better tomorrow. I f  wc 
want a future o f  peace and 
prosperity based on equity 
and solidarity, leaders have 
a spccial responsibility  to 
achicvc compromise in de­
signing o tr  common future 
for our common good".

G u te rres goes beyond . 
"I remain determined to do 
everything possible, to re­
establish tie  Black Sea Initia­
tive. the exports o f  Ukraine 
foodstuffs and  a lso  to  go 
on. on our work in relation 
to  the  fac ilita tion  w ith in  
the sancticns regime o f  the 
Russian foods and fertilizer 
products".

M canwtiilc. on Septem ­
ber 14, th : US announced 
im posing sanctions on morc 
than  150 in d iv id u als  and 
entities connected with Rus­
sia 's  invasion o f  U kraine. 
"W ith today's sanctions, the 
US is continuing our relent­
less w ork !o target Russia's 
military supply chains and 
deprive P itin  o f  the equip­
m ent. technology, and ser­
vices he needs to wage his 
barbaric w ar on U kraine," 
said Secretary o f  the Treasury

Janet L. Ycllcn. ‘'Today's ac­
tions show  our global reach 
in imposing severe costs on 
Putin's oligarchs.'*

T his cou ld  no t m ean a 
new world order. G uterres 
says that G 20 has a begin­
ning on sustainable devel­
opm ent goa ls  (SD G ) but 
it has not exactly  cu t the 
em issions . N ow  the  G77 
with 134 members meets at 
Havana, Cuba. Ind ia  while 
claiming to have emerged as 
the voice o f  the Global South 
during its G 20 presidency, 
has dccidcd to  scalc down 
its participation a t the sum­
mit o f  the largest alliancc 
o f  developing countries by 
cancelling the visit o f  the 
External Affairs M inister S 
Jayashankar to Cuba.

The group's importance 
is e specially  noted in  the 
United Nations, where it is 
the largest bloc o f  countries 
with a rotating presidency. 
India had been the first presi­
dent o f  the G -77 in New 
York. China is not a member 
o f  the group, but often aligns 
politically w ith the group, so 
ofticial statements at various 
m ultilateral pla tform s are 
often labelled  ‘G-77 plus 
China‘. India needs to make 
a note.

Post G 20, the world or­
ders arc not casing, though 
G uterres says that is what 
he aims at with G77 and the 
"greatest G  o f  all G193 -  
the High Level Week o f  the 
General Assembly." He says 
a multipolar world is emerg­
ing. It can lead to cscalating 
tensions, fragmentation and 
worse. Today's multilateral 
institutions that were created 
after World War II reflect the 
power and economic dynam­
ics o f  that and so  they need 
reform.

"The only thing you can 
be sure is that 1 remain dc- 
(C!mined to do vvviy tiling 
possible, to re-establish the 
Black Sea Initiative, the ex­
ports o f  U kraine foodstuffs 
and a lso  to go  on, on our 
work in relation to the facili­
tation w ithin the sanctions 
regime o f  the Russian foods 
and fertilizer products", says 
Guterres. But all know his 
pow ers a rc  com prom ised 
and he would not be able to 
do much.

In such a scenario. India 
has also to reassert itself and 
continue to have the balance 
between the US and Russia. 
Something not to his liking, 
French President M acron 
told newsmen in New D el­
hi. He wants to  see Russia 
fu n c tio n . T hough  Raccp 
Tayyip Erdogan. President 
o f  Turkey, said that he w as 
ne gotiating  w ith Russian 
President Vladimir Putinand 
against the system o f  perma­
nent representative — P5 •• in 
the  UN Security Council, 
in rep ly  to  a question  to 
whether he supported India’s 
claim to the Security Coun­
cil. Nor did he approve the 
India-M iddle F.ast-Buropc 
Corridor till Turkey was a 
part o f  it. Could there be a 
route correction?

How is India doing for 
its own economy? It has 7.8 
percent GDP growth in the 
first quarter. That is not real 
grow th. The story told by the 
nominal numbers, however, 
is very different. The nomi­
nal figures track the  real 
numbers until the first half 
ofFY 23.but then decline by 
a w hopping 14 pcrccntagc 
points over the past three 
quarters. T his is  a na rra ­
tive o f  an economy which 
has dccclcratcd sharply to 
very modest levels also with 
lower investments.

The national income ac­
counts suggests that after 
a strong recovery from the 
pandcm ic. there has been 
a significant ebbing o f  dy­
namism over the last three 
q u a rte rs  to  m ore m odest 
levels recently. This suggests 
that with high debt and even 
G20 push, policy makers do 
not have the comfort o f  be­
ing complacent. They have 
to chart out the path for rapid 
growth.— INFA
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Privatizing the 
Public Education

“ The m ost dangerous thing in the w orld  
is to try  to leap a  chasm in two ju m p s ”

—  David Lloyd G eorge

The S h illong  Tim es
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Congress’s precocious comment on VPP
CONGRESS MLA and leader o f the Opposition in 
Ihe preseni Meghalaya Assembly RV Lyngdoh has 
lakcn a swipe ai ihe Voice of Peoples' Party (VPP) 
and predicted that it has a short shelf life and will go 
down the way of other regional political parties that 
have disappeared into the sands of time. Fora Leader 
of Ihe Opposition in the Assembly who should be 
seeking to buildconsensus among the parties sitting 
in the opposition benches, this statement smacks of 
political arrogance. It is not understood as to what 
triggered this hyperbole from the Congressman 
unless he feels that his party is likely to face tough 
competition from the VPP in the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha elections in 2023. If the Congress could w in 
only 5 seats in the Assembly elections held this year 
and the VPP - a late entrant could get 4 seats it is 
blase for the Congress M LA to speak about his rivals 
with such nonchalance.

The VPP is currently on a membership drive 
wooing voters across the length and breadth o f the 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills as a counterpoint to the national 
political parties. Different states in this country have 
shown time andagain that regional parties have their 
own unique selling point (USP). States like Tamil 
Nadu, Telangaia, Andhra Pradesh have demon­
strated that they don't need to join the bandw agon 
o f national political parties. In any case the Congress 
has now- realised that it is impossible to win the Lok 
Sabha election on its own strength, especially when 
pitted against the BJP and that is the reason for the 
formation o f the Indian National Developmental 
Inclusive Alliance (I.N.D.I.A). RV Lyngdoh should 
have leamt from his party leaders to extend the hand 
of friendship to parties opposed to the BJP, to build 
a strong anti-BJP Alliance in Meghalaya. But this 
is expecting too much from politicians that prefer 
to ride their higi horses and lack the statesmanship 
that is required to drive a state. In fact, statesman­
ship disappeared from Meghalaya with the demise of 
JJM Nichols Roy. Hoover Hynniewta, BB Lyngdoh. 
SDD Nichols Roy and PA Sangma. They had a vision 
for Meghalaya and tried to lay out that vision. BB 
Lyngdoh proposed the cadastral survey because he 
foresaw thal Meghalaya needed to know its boundar­
ies and have a robust land record so that there is no 
cause for boundaiy disputes. His proposal was shot 
down by his own colleagues whose vision did not 
extend beyond iheir noses.

Such statesmen have been replaced by avaricious 
politicians serving their private interests. If there is 
some semblance o f development in Meghalaya today 
it comes from the crumbs that fall off the high table. 
It is said that prudence is antithetical to excitcmcnt. 
RV Lyngdoh seems to have spoken in a fit o f excite­
ment and forgot.cn prudence. The VPP is meanwhile 
making ils own strides.

By H  Srikantli

PV I's b id  to  rouse  p assio n s  on  Sinuihm  
Dhcavui failini; in  poll b o u n d  states

Congress takes mature 
position by not falling 

into Modi’s trap
By Dr. Gyan Patltak

L etters  to  the E d ito r

A llo tm en t 
o f  p rim e 

g o v e rn m en t 
lan d  to a 

p r iv a te  p a rty
Editor,
A s reported in your e s­

teem daily  (ST) o i the 4th& 
5th A ugust 2023, it is un­
derstood tha t the G overn­
ment is planning to allocate 
a big plot o f  land from the 
Fann o f  Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Department 
in U p p er Sh illong  to  the 
ow ner o f  the Anjalcc petrol 
pum p in exchange for the 
land that the G overnment is 
acquiring a t A njilce  point 
Shillong to widen the road. 
Then on  the 20ih A ugust 
2023. it appeared in  your 
esteemed daily that the said 
plot o f  agriculture land was 
handed over to the Urban 
Affairs Department. It may 
be m entioned here that the 
Department o f  Ar.inial Hus­
bandry  and  V eterinary  is 
the allied sector o f the Ag­
riculture Department being 
the parent Department. The 
farm land a t Upper Shillong 
ac tually  belongs to  A g ri­
culture Department. A s per 
the A gricu ltu ra l ru les and 
National Agriculture Policy. 
Agriculture Farm land can­
not bo trun;;forTodor allotted
to any other party.except for 
the purpose o f  Agricultural 
D evelopm ent Projects for

the benefit and upliftmeni o f 
the Fann ing Community and 
to  ensure food security in the 
country. S ince  M eghalaya 
has no A griculture policy o f  
its ow n. it is automatically 
governed by the Agricutural 
Policy o f  India. This Policy 
clearly mentions that Agri­
cultural land cannot be used 
for non-agricultural purpos­
es. It is unfortunate that the 
Government o f  Meghalaya is 
ignorant o f  the importance o f  
agricultural farm lands and 
its guiding rules and policies. 
Hcncc, the government will 
have to think seriously on 
this decision before it attracts 
the attention o f  the M inistry 
o f  Agriculture.

S in ce  the  G overnm en t 
requires the land o f  Anjalcc 
Petrol Pump for Public inter­
est, it is the prerogative o f  
the G overnm ent to acquire 
it without assurance for an 
alternative site. It can pay 
compensation to the ow ner 
o r app roach  the  D efense  
Authorities to  provide a plot 
for the Petrol Pump. In fact
60 acres for a Government 
Farm is too small. M ore land 
should be  acquired to  expand 
it. I think there are thousands 
o f  acres under Cantonment 
a re a  w h ich  e x te n d  from  
Icw duh to  N ongkrem  etc. 
A s such the Cantonm ent can 
easily provide an acre for the 
Petrol Pump. From time to 
time the Gov ernment is los­
ing p rim e land to  encroach- 
crs. such as arcas along the 
Um khrah River. European 
Ward etc. It is high time to

The NEP 2020 talks about 
m ak in g  Ind ia  a  ‘ V ishw a 
G u ru ’. Wc have  been re ­
minded time and again that in 
ancient India w c had several 
premier universities and lakhs 
o f  ’gum kuls ' spread across 
the length and breadth o f  the 
country, imparting education 
to the natives and foreign­
ers. The narrative hides the 
fact that the universities like 
Nalanda and Takshila were 
Buddhist cen tres o f  learn ­
ing. w hereas the  gu rukuls 
w ere basica lly  the  schools 
run by the brahmin teachers 
for education o f  the children 
from the upper castes. Both in 
ancient and medieval periods, 
the w omen, tribal people and 
the lower castes had little ac- 
ccss to  education. However, 
after colonization, the British 
introduced  m odern liberal 
and secular education. They 
allowed the women and the 
lower castcs to get access to
education. The extension o f 
education then was motivated 
by the colonial desire to cre­
ate English knowing Indians 
who w ould serve the British. 
But the progressive reform­
ers, philanthropists and the 
missionaries w ho realized the 
potentiality o f  English edu­
cation. established schools, 
colleges and universities. Our 
national leaders emphasized 
the importance o f  educating 
everyone regardless o f  their 
background..

A fter independence, the 
Indian government took the 
lead in  laying the founda­
tions for public education in 
the country. The government 
established educational in­
stitutions schools, colleges, 
universities, UTs and UMs. 
The reservation policy was 
im plem ented to  ensure the 
access to  the  SCs, STs and 
O BCs w ho were denied ac­
cess to  education earlier. The 
governments provided grants 
and other forms o f  support 
to  the private  educational 
institutions and ensured the 
citizens’ acccss to education, 
even in private educational 
institutions. Public education­
al institutions provided a f­
fordable education, allowing 
die poor and middle classes to 
learn and improve their social 
status. Many o f  us would not 
have achieved name, status, 
and  fame today  had there 
been no public education. It is 
sad that such a public educa­
tion which contributed to the 
process o f  democratization in 
the country now finds itself in 
crisis bccause o f  the market 
forces and the faulty policies 
o f  the state and ccntral gov­
ernments.

T hedcclineof public edu­
cation started in the 1980s 
with the government policy 
supporting com m ercializa-

cvict all these cncroachcrs 
and reclaim  all Government 
land to case traffic conges­
tion in public interest.

The move by the G overn­
ment to shift the petrol pump 
to case  traffic  congestion  
is  a w elcom e idea. Traffic 
congestion  in and  around
Shillong is going from bad to 
worse. Now the Government 
is in a state o f  panic as it just 
can 't find a solution to the 
problem. All this is  because 
o f  the negligence, the de ­
lays. the blunders committed 
from tim e to tim e. State and 
Central Government Offices 
sh o u ld  b e  c o n s tru c te d  in 
N ew  Shillong . T he bu ild ­
ings which could have been 
bu ilt in new  S hillong  are  
NEEPCO. the North Fastem 
Council, the Meghalaya High 
Court and many o ther under 
co n stru c tio n  G overnm en t 
bu ild in g s in L achum icre . 
the State Transport Office, 
Police Bazar, etc. The rotary 
at Khyndailad is too large for 
such a small road, its circum­
ference can be reduced by at 
least ten feet.

The proposed construc­
tion o f  a flyover is a lso  a 
w elcom e idea but how long 
will it take? If  the G overn­
ment is really serious about 
th is  p roject then it has to 
start now  on a  w ar footing. 
I hope this flyover will be 
from  U m shyrpi Bridge up 
to  Barik Point. T he flyover 
can  be d ive rted  through a 
shortcut behind the building 
o f  the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police office before reaching

tion o f  education. T he pro­
cess took a big leap, with 
India g iv ing  up the facade 
o f  socialism a id  going in for 
liberalization in the 1990s. 
A fter India became a party 
to the WTO sponsored G en­
eral Agreement in Trade in 
Serv ices (GATS) in 1997, 
e d u ca tio n  ccascd  to  be a 
public good, and became a 
commodity tint can be sold 
and purchased. National and 
international capital began to 
enter the education sector in a 
big way. changing the educa­
tion sector in India. As the re­
strictions on establishing pri­
vate cducatioial institutions 
were removed private capital 
entered a big way establishing 
professional colleges, private 
un iversities, the  corporate 
schools and coaching centres.
The num ber o f universities.

which w as less than 200 in the 
1990s. increased to over one 
thousand in the year 2023. 
Around h alf o f them are now 
private universities. They are 
free to  award degrees, start 
any courses and charge any 
amount o f  fee in the name o f  
recovering thccost. Just have 
a  look a t the fee structure o f  
som e o f  the premier private 
universities operating in In­
dia. They charge several lakhs 
o f  rupees a s an annual fee, 
even for ordinary degree and 
PG courscs. In professional 
colleges, they squeeze crores 
o f  rupees from the students 
taking admission under the 
m anagem ent quota . Sonic 
o f  these privale colleges and 
universities luve only build­
ings in place, and no qualified 
teachers and labs. Their aim is 
not to  spread education but to 
cam  profits. 1 don 't deny that 
there are some good private 
universities also; but even 
there the cost :>f education is 
so  high that ticy  are acces­
sib le  even to  m iddle-class 
families. Thcx" private edu­
cational institjtions provide 
several options and openings 
for the upper m iddle c lass 
and the rich. But they have 
no relevance to a great ma­
jority  o f  the people who are 
from poor and marginalized

the  A njalcc p;trol pump and 
the flyover will get a better 
alignment.

Yours ctc.
N. Hynniewta 

Via-cmail

W hich  p a r ty  
w ill M eghalaya  

vo te  fo r  in 
2024?

Editor,
Recently there was a nar­

rative in the media by  the 
political parties in M egha­
laya regardin * their strength 
b a se d  on tl:c n um ber o f  
votes that the parties secured 
ou t o f  100% o f  the share in 
votes in the b s t Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly e lec­
tion 2023. A few days ago a 
State Party claimed that they 
garnered 34% o f  the votes 
in the I Shillong Parliam en­
tary Constituency but a s  per 
the Index Cards data made 
available by the concerned 
R eturning O fficers on the 
basis o f  the Statutory data 
maintained in the forms as 
reflec ted  on the portal o f  
the Election Commission o f  
India it indicates otherwise. 
Let us see what the data o f  
the Election Commission o f  
India says about the score o f  
d ifferen t National Parties. 
State Parties jnd  Registered 
(unrecognized) Parties and 
how they fared in the Megha­
laya Legislative A ssem bly 
E lection 2023 particularly

backgrounds. For the  great 
m ajority  o f  people, public 
educa tion  con tinues to  be  
the only option for pursuing 
education. But w hat is the 
status o f  public universities 
today?

T he central governm ent 
ta lks so  much about trans­
form ing the face o f  educa­
tion. The NEP 2020 seeks 
to  change education in the 
country' by updating curricu­
lum, introducing relevant syl­
labus, recruiting teachers, and 
use o f  technologies. All these 
objectives can be  achieved, 
p rov ided  the  gove rn m e n t 
allocates sufficient funds for 
the education scctor. But what 
is the reality? The NEP 2020 
promises spending 6  percent 
o f  G D P towards education. 
But it never talks about in­
creasing the annual budgetary

allocation for education. The 
percentage o f  ccntral budget­
ary allocation for education 
continues to be  less than 4 
percent. N um ber o f  public 
universities has increased in 
the country, but the total al­
location remains stagnant: in 
fact declining in real terms. 
Per capita budgetary alloca­
tion lo r the public educational 
institutions has dcclincd over 
the years. M any state un i­
versities in the country don 't 
have m inim um  in frastruc ­
ture. They have been running 
courscs with guest teachers. 
Even the financial situation 
in the ccntral university  is 
also w orsening. They don 't 
rcceivc a s much funds as they 
used to  receive earlier. The 
ccntral government is no lon­
ger ready to sanction budgets 
for construction o f  academic 
buildings o r  hostels. They 
arc asking the universities to 
borrow  loans under RUSA 
to build infrastructure. There 
is no guarantee o f  additional 
tc ac h e rs  fo r running  new 
courscs that the universities 
and  colleges seek to  intro­
duce.

The N EP 2020 expects 
the public educational insti­
tutions to fill the budgetary 
gaps by mobilizing internal

in I Shillong Parliamentary 
Constituency and  the  posi­
tion o f  the parties after the 
merger o f  PD F on M ay 6. 
2023 w ith the  NPP.

Pre-merger the NPP 27.10 
percen t o f  the vo tes, fo l­
lo w e d  by  U D P 25 .6 0 % . 
INC 15.28%. V PP 8.62% . 
B JP  7% , H SP D P 5 .65% , 
A1TC 5 .18% . PD F 2.98%  
and Independent 2.58%. Post 
m erger o f  PDF w ith NPP 
on 6th M ay 2023 the posi­
tion changcd  and  now  the 
N PP 's vote share is 30.08%. 
UDP 25.60% . INC 15.28%. 
VPP 8.62. BJP 7% , HSPDP 
5.65% . A IT C  5 .18%  a nd  
Independent 2 .58%

Since the data referred to 
above does not fully indicate 
which pa rty  is strong  and 
which is weak. Therefore it 
is important to analyze an ­
other two sets o f  data namely 
the Forfeited Deposit and 
Strike rate o f  the parties in 
the M eghalaya L egislative 
A ssem bly  in 2023. I f  wc 
exam ine these se ts o f  data 
minutely, w e  w ill observe 
that th e  Forfeited  D eposit 
Rate o f  the three National 
Parties, namely. AITC. BJP. 
INC is 64,71 and 64 percent 
respectively and that o f  the 
N PP is 11 percent. In the 
ease o f  the State Parties like 
the HSPDP, PD F and  UDP 
the FD Rate is 5 0 .66  and 49 
percent respectively. In the 
case o f  Registered (Unrecog­
nized) Parties like the GNC. 
RPI. RPI (A ) and V PP the 
FD Rate is  50. 100. 100 and
61 percent respectively.

sources. But how can they 
mobilize the internal sources? 
The solutions that the NEP
2020 offers to overcome the 
resource constraints include 
increasing the students fee: 
renting out buildings and land 
for private parties: starting 
se lf-financing courses; en ­
gaging guest tcachers; linking 
educational institutions with 
industries; en tering  MOUs 
w ith ou tside  agencies and 
institutions and mobilizing 
funds from private agencies. 
In a  way. the government has 
given up public responsibility 
and expects the educational 
institutions to fend for them­
selves. It is possible for some 
premier universities in metro­
politan cities to  mobilize in­
ternal sources to  some extent, 
but universities in backward 
arcas will have little options 
left. A s the cost o f  education 
escalates, the universities and 
tlie colleges aftiliatcd to  the 
universities will be compelled 
to increase the student fee, 
o r squeeze money from the 
gullible students by running 
se lf-f in a n c in g  co u rsc s  by 
em ploying unqualified guest 
teachers. The governm ent 
run o r government supported 
educational institutions lose 
their public character. Once 
the quality o f  education in the 
public universities declines, 
more and more parents spend 
all their savings and send their 
wards to corporate colleges 
and private universities. As 
the public in stitu tions be- 
com c dependent on sponsor­
ship from external agencies, 
public education institutions 
lose their autonomy. Recent 
d e v e lo p m e n ts  in A shoka  
U niversity and South Asian 
U niversity show how teach­
ing and research activities arc 
monitored and controlled to 
please the sponsoring agen­
cies.

In the emerging education­
al scenario, the students now 
become the consumers, and 
the tcachers turn into produc­
ers Thr i-iliKMlinn.il institu­
tions become market places. 
Neither the teacher nor the 
student takes their duties and 
responsibilities seriously. In 
such a nco-libcral environ­
m ent. the  ideal bond that 
should exist between teacher 
and student disappears. Can 
w c cxpcct the students who 
spend lakhs o f  rupees to buy 
degrees will not have any em ­
pathy for the nation or the so­
cicty? Amassing money, not 
sen  ins; the people, becomes 
the motto o f  the new breed o f  
tcachers and students. All that 
sanctity attached to the public 
educational institutions will 
disappear as education gets 
m ore  privatized  and  com - 
mereialized.

A s for the Independents 
the FD Rate is 89 percent. 
The total FD rate in the last 
A ssembly Election w as 59 
percent out o f  the total con- 
tcstan tsof369  in  the A ssem­
bly Election o f  M eghalaya
2023. Now le t u s see  the 
strike rate o f  the parties in
the last Assembly Election.
The strike rate o f  National 
Parties like A ITC w as 9% , 
BJP 3%. INC 8%  and NPP 
46%  while that o f  the State 
Parties such as HSPDP. PDF 
and UDP w as 20 ,22  and 24 
pe rcen t respectively . The 
strike rate o f  registered (un ­
recognized) Panics like VPP 
was 22 percent w hile tha t o f  
the Independents w as 5%. 
From the voting pattern o f  
the last M eghalaya A ssem ­
bly elec tion  it is  observed 
that an overw helm ing 67.75 
%  o f  the voters prefenred the 
N ational Parties, follow ed 
by the State Parties 2 1.65%, 
Registered (U nrccognizcd) 
Parties 6 .16, Independents 
3.6%  and NOTAO.79%.

The e lection to the Lok 
Sabha 2024 is knocking at 
the  d o o r and  g iven  these 
se ts o f  data it can be  said 
that the voters in M eghalaya 
arc intelligent and can judge 
in  w hich pa rty  lies the ir 
strength a s electors.

Yours ctc 
V.K. Lyngdoh. 

_________________ Via email

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc  
the v iew s o f  the  w riters ' 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Hindu.va brand politics 
seems to >c in trouble in all 
the five poll bound states 
Tclangaru, Rajasthan. M ad­
hya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
and Mizoram fo r which 
e lection schedules a re  to  be 
announced within few weeks 
from now. Prim e M inister 
Narcndra Modi has com c to 
the centrc-stage to  campaign 
for B JP 's 1 lindutva brand o f  
politics, since none o f  these 
s ta te s  a rc  now  le ft w ith  
unanimously agreed C h ief 
Ministerial face to project 
during the campaign, which 
is in contrast to earlier elec­
tions. chi.'fly due to  severe 
level o f  infighting. It is ad­
versely affecting even their 
support hisc.

N o w onder. C o n g re ss  
seems to be the biggest bcn- 
cficiary, not only on account 
o f  the continued infighting 
in the BJ? and its rank and 
file across the state, but for 
o the r reasons too. chiefly  
the  hum an p red ic am en ts  
brought t y  ever worsening 
econom ic  ha rd sh ip s. T he 
com m on people w ho w ere 
made to r iig  utensils as bells 
to drive away Corona, on the 
word o f  PM Narcndra Modi, 
a re now ro t ready to act on 
his bidding and have become 
som ew hat m e d ita tiv e  on 
how and who to  vote for.

It may be noted that all 
B JP  Icaccrs a re  a c tu a lly  
dependent on PM M odi's 
s tre n g th  in th e  f iv e  po ll 
bound s ta es  this tim e, and 
hcncc in a sense PM Modi 
is contcst ng all scats on be­
half o f  BJP candidates. The 
weaknesses o f  the state BJP 
leadership and the contest­
ing candidates are obvious, 
and hence the party does not 
rely on  n c m  to w in  these 
elections which are consid­
ered a s s;m i-linals for the 
Lok Sabha e lection 2024. 
in which PM Modi will he 
seeking re-election for the 
third tern-.

T h is  situation  exp lains 
the reason as to  w hy PM 
Modi has shifted his cam ­
paign strategy from anti­
m ino rity  I lin d u tv a  s lan t, 
spread of minority phobia, 
and  jingo ism  to spread o f  
opposition  phobia  te lling  
Hindu majority tha t the IN- 
DIA alliarec is out todcstroy 
th e ir  "S a n a ta n  D h arm a "  
(The R cl^ ion  Eternal). His 
political statem ents imply 
that Hindus are in danger 
o f  to ta l neu tra lization  by 
IND IA  a lian ce 's  political 
constituents. W hat he docs 
not care  o  tell is the real­
ity that it is in the pow er o f  
none to destroy any “eternal 
doctrine" that we call "Sa- 
natan D Iunna" the principle 
on which rests the universe 
(Dhann Dharyatc Jagat). E i­
ther PM Modi docs not know 
this, o r he willingly w ants to 
eradicate this principle o f  the 
Religion Htcmal to h is com ­
m unal H indutva po litics . 
E rad ication  o f  H indutva  
politics is possible, and  all 
the forms o f  politics in the 
name o f  religions, but not the 
Religion Eternal (the G od 
o r nothingness Personified, 
w hatever you may like  to 
call it) in which everything 
originate*, lives, and finally 
dissolves. Anyone who b e ­
lieves in this doctrine is the 
fo llow er o f  th e  R e lig ion  
Eternal. It lias nothing to do 
with c itlx r Hindutva anti- 
I lindutva politics.

H owever, it is  a socio­
political o n c e m  that a  prime 
minister is rousing and fan­
ning religious fundamental­
ism , superstition, and  pas­
sion among H indus in the 
name o f '  Sanatan Dharma" 
which he •vrongly substitutes 
for communal "Hindutva" as 
U dhayan dhi had wrongly 
substituted it for the darker 
political s de  o f  the followers 
o f  “ Hinduism".

The two-day newly recon­
stituted Congress W orking 
Committee (CW C) meeting 
in Hyderabad.on September 
16-17. has decided  not to 
fall in  the com m unal trap 
la id  by the R SS-B JP  and 
PM N arcndra M odi, who 
in clcction bound M adhya 
Pradesh pickcd the thread 
from Udl ayanidlii to create 
"IN D IA  ailiancc phobia" by

alleging opposition parties 
having hidden agenda to de­
stroy “ Sanatan D harma."

T here are negligible tak­
ers o f  PM M odi's statement 
in Tclangana and Mizoram. 
Elcctoratc arc by and  large 
with non-BJP political par­
ties. T he contcst in Tclanga­
na seem s to  be between the 
BRS and Congress. Since. 
AIM IM has not been invited 
to jo in  INDIA alliance, the 
party is trying to  forge third 
front both fo r the V idhan 
Sabha election 2023 in the 
state and the Lok Sabha clcc­
tion in 2024. The proposal 
does not suit the BRS, since 
it would not benefit much. 
AIM IM overtly plays Mus­
lim politics as the BJP plays 
I lindutva politics. In a house 
o f  119. BRS (TRS in 2018) 
had w on 8 8  sc a ts , w hile  
AIM IM was able to win only
7 scats. Congress had w on 
19  seats. BJP could win only 
1 scat. A nti-incumbency is 
like ly  to  w eigh  heavv  on 
KCR led ruling BRS.’ that 
has signalled im provement 
in th e  p o lit ic a l p ro sp ec t 
o f  C ongress, tha t has an ­
nounced 6  guarantees to  the 
people o f  the state.

M iz o  N a t io n a l F ro n t 
(M N F) is ruling M izoram  
that had w on 27 sca ts  in 
2018  in the house  o f  40. 
MNF is part o f  NDA, though 
the party is not happy with 
the BJP on several issues, 
including v iolence in  M a­
nipur. BJP had w on I seat in 
2028. Congress had won 4 
scats, while independents 8. 
A nti-incumbcncy m arks the 
ruling NDA w hile Congress 
has improved a little. Vote 
share o f  MNF w as 37.7 per 
c en t w h ile  C ong ress  had 
bagged abou t 30 per cent 
votes. B JP’s  share w as 8.09 
per cent and is  se t to lose. 
The sta te  is heading for a 
close contest between C on­
gress and MNF. PM M odi's 
Hindutva cam paign has be­
com e hateful there in light o f  
the M anipur violence.

PM  M o d i 's  H in d u tv a  
c am p a ig n  is  s ti rr in g  the  
electorate most in Madhya 
Pradesh, com pared to  Raj­
asthan and Chhattisgarh. It 
m ay be  perhaps because. 
BJP is ruling party in M ad­
hya Pradesh, and both Raj­
asthan and Chhattisgarh are 
ru led  by C ongress . In a ll 
the three sta tes. BJP state 
units arc ridden with unprec­
edented levels o f  infighting 
w hich is  s ti ll con tin u in g  
despite all c ffo rtso f the ccn­
tral leadership. Additionally, 
the ruling BJP in M adhya 
Pradesh has been facing a 
public sentiment o f  double 
a n ti- in cu m b cn c y  b o th  in 
the state and a t the Centre. 
Hindutva passion is visible, 
but public  d issa tis fac tion  
from  the g o v ernm en ts  is 
so deep that it m ay impact 
their voting finally against 
the BJP.

Both in  R ajasthan  and  
Chhattisgarh. the Hindutva 
wave is too  weak to make 
an y  m a jo r im pact on the 
electorate from the majority 
community. Congress gov­
ernments in both the states 
have cared for their citizcns 
comparatively well through 
num erous pub lic  w elfa re  
schemes. T here have been 
continued infighting within 
the Pradesh Congress units 
in both the  states, but it has 
been som ehow  kept under 
c o n tro l , an d  the  w arrin g  
groups have  been rec o n ­
ciled. PM M odi's statement 
that INDIA a iliancc  has a 
hidden agenda o f  eradicat­
ing "Sanatan D harms” did 
not a ttrac t the  e lcc to ra tc  
in a ny  o f  the  f ive  sta tes, 
since  the  Congress w hich 
is in contcst has distanced 
i t s e l f  from  DM K leade r 
U dhayanidhi's opinion that 
"S an atan  D harm a" needs 
to be eradicated. Moreover, 
people are not able to stom ­
ach the fact that Congress 
too is anti-Hindu o r has any 
hidden agenda ofdestroying 
Hindus. T he general mood 
in a ll the five states does 
not seem to accom m odate 
hyper com m unal Hindutva 
propaganda o f  the RSS-BJP 
o r even o f  PM N arcnd ra  
ModiY//M Ser\rice)

“After independence, the Indian government 
look the lead in laying the foundations f o r  p ub­

lic education in the country The government 
established educational institutions-schools, 

colleger, universities. NTs and  UMs. The 
reservation policy was implemented to ensure 
the access to the SCs. STs and  OBCs who were 

denied access to  educaiion earlier. ”
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Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

“ Liberty is the right o f  every man to be 

honest, to think and to speak without hypocrisy.”
—  Jo se  M arti
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Pow er fo r w om en
DEMOCRACY as a system o f  people’s  represen­
tation in governance is a half-baked idea even in 
its most-eflfectivcly practised nations like the US 
or India. The way forward is to refine the system 
in ways that all sections o f  the people get due rep­
resentation in governance, rather than influential 
sections being allowed to scurrilously hijack the 
system to their advantage. The introduction o f  the 
Womens Reservation Bill in Parliament on Tuesday 
in a major push by Prime Minister Narcndra Modi 
is only one step forward in corrccting the flaws in 
the system. The idea here is to provide women, who 
form half the population, at least 33 percent o f the 
seats in Parliament and state legislatures. Such an 
attempt had been made repeatedly since 1996, but it 
could not overcome the hurdles in Parliament. The 
present plan, based on demands in the past too. is to 
reserve one-third o f  the seats within this one-third 
quota to the weakest segments like the Dalits and 
Tribals. Likely to be passed this time, this legislation 
is planned to x  implemented from 2026 after the 
constituency delimitation exercise is completed -  
for which the prerequisites like a new parliament 
house to accommodate the larger number o f MPs 
were already addressed. Expectations arc that the 
women's reservation law would be in force for the 
2029 parliament polls.

If the main hurdle to the passage o f  the bill in the 
past was the obstructions caused by some regional 
parties that insisted on reservations for SCs, STs and 
BCs, this issue is largely addressed in the present 
bill. Inclusion o f  BCs is likely at a later stage o f  the 
discussions on the bill. Large numbers o f women 
from various segments o f  the population arc already 
well-equipped to run the administrative systems. 
That a tribal like Droupadi Murmu has equipped 
herself with the necessary qualifications to be the 
President o f  tie  nation is a testimony to this fact. 
What they lacked were the opportunities due to 
the domination o f  more influential segments o f the 
socicty that usurped the weaker scgmenLs' rights 
too. it is in such situations that reforms should be 
introduced periodically to clean up and improve the 
functioning of the systems. Governments arc usually 
slack or rcticcnt in this rcspecL Collecting taxes, 
paying salaries and building bridges or highways 
arc by themselves not the yardsticks to measure the 
effectiveness of agovemmeni Ascnscof dynamism 
to overhaul the decadent systems and reinvigoratc 
them with new blood is integral to the conccpt o f 
good governance. It’s well appreciated that the in­
troduction o f  ihis bill signalled the start o f  the first 
session o f  the parliament in the new building.

Assault on freedom of expression: 
Let’s not be hypocrites

By Bhogtoram M awroh

lo i te r s  lo  the E dito r

In sp iring  M BA  
P u rsu its  and  
E xpand ing  
H orizons in 

Shillong
Editor,
As the Septem ber 20th 

deadline for CAT registra­
tion draws near. I find myself 
pondering how many aspir­
ing students frurn Shillong 
have contemplated pursuing 
an M BA  for the ir c a ree r 
advancement ot have taken 
the initiative to fill out the 
registration forms.

In e ase  there  a rc  any 
d o u b ts  am ong  p o te n tia l 
candidates. I would like to 
encourage them to register 
and consider embarking on a 
three-month self-study crash 
course aimed at strengthen­
ing their skills ir  verbal abil­
ity. reading comprehension, 
quantita tive  aptitude, data 
interpre tation, and logical 
reasoning. Here are som e 
suggestions for a 90-day  
CAT preparation plan:

First 30 Days: Establish a 
well-structured study sched­
ule.Focus on grasping key 
concepts.

A llocate dedicated time 
to  each scction, including 
verbal ability, reading com ­
p reh e n s io n . q u a n tita tiv e  
a p titu d e , da ta  in te rp re ta ­
tion. and logical reasoning. 
Incorpora te  regular mock 
tests into your routine, with 
a m inim um  o f  2 tests per 
week. Each mock test should 
span 2 hours, followed bv 
a I-hou r session fo r self-

evaluation and analysis.
Next 30 Days: Set a target 

percentile o f  8 0 - . Concen­
trate on refining your skills 
to achieve this target.

Last 30 Days: Raise your 
target to  90-95+ percentile. 
Fine-tune your preparation to 
meet this higher benchmark. 
Throughout your prepara­
tion journey, you will come 
across numerous blogs and 
posts offering valuable in­
sigh ts into effective study 
strategies. I strongly encour­
age prospective candidates 
to leverage this content to 
customize their preparation 
to their specific needs. Ad­
ditionally. I recommend uti­
lizing CAT coaching institute 
materials, standard reference 
books, and the last ten years' 
solved CAT papers as valu­
able  resources to enhance 
your readiness for the CAT 
exam.

It is imperative for s tu ­
den ts  in  Sh illong  to  rec ­
ogn iz e  the  abundan t o p ­
portunities that pursuing an 
MBA can provide for career 
g row th and developm ent. 
W ith d e d ica tio n , a well* 
s tm cturcd  study plan, and 
access to  the right resources, 
success in the CAT exam can 
be attainable for many.

Furthermore, as an alum ­
nus o f  IIM Bangalore. I am 
deeply com m itted to  help­
ing students ach ieve  their 
dreams. I firmly believe in 
the importance o f  exploring 
o p p o r tu n itie s  b eyond  an 
MBA. Therefore, I encour­
age students to consider a 
broader range o f  academic 
s tu d ie s , w h ic h  can  o pen  
doors to diverse and promis­
ing career pathways.

T he Y ouT ube e p iso d e  
'C am pus Talk Ep-2: Free­
dom o f  Expression in Edu­
cational Institutions.' on the 
show-causc notice issued to 
the principal o f  a school for 
playing tlic election song o f  
V PP during Teachers’ Day 
celebrations made for a very 
interesting viewing. It was an 
eclectic panel with academi­
cians as well as practitioners 
and political representatives 
present to debate the justifica­
tion and rationale o f  the gov­
ernment's action. It was quite 
curious that the Law Minister. 
Dr. Amparccn Lyngdoh. was 
unaware o f  the provisions 
under which the show-causc 
notice had been sent. After 
all. there is rule number 20 
o f  the M eghalaya Service 
(Conduct) Rules 2019, which 
states that. "N o Government 
employee shall... (take) part 
in politics, o r whose activ itics 
have political bearing, nor 
shall he (she) take part in aid 
of. o r assist in any other man­
ner, any political movement
or activity". It w as expected 
that an issue that has been on 
the public forum, especially a 
matter o f  rules (law), would 
a ttract the attention o f  the 
Law Minister.

N evertheless, a cursory 
reading o f  the rule, for me, 
does support the rationale be­
hind the show- cause notice. 
Though the VPP m ay have 
distanced itself from the song, 
there's no doubt it is a song 
connected to a certain politi­
cal party. Not accepting that 
is disingenuous. Although, as 
it has been claimed, there was 
a demand from die students 
for the song, as the head o f  
an educational institution, it 
is cxpcctcd that ethics ( if  not 
rules) should hav e alerted the 
principal that this could be 
interpreted as showing favou­
ritism to a certain political or­
ganization. Not just children, 
but fully mature adults look 
to authority for validation o f  
their biases. And if  the head 
o f  an institution is giving the 
im pression that they have 
no problem  allow ing their 
position to. what appears to 
neutral observers, canvass 
for a certain group, then it's 
a  m atter o f  concern. W hat 
such actions do is reinforce 
the support for the particular 
g roup  am ong some w hile 
k ind ling  it am ong  o thers 
since the sanction has come 
from someone in authority. 
So. it can be argued tin t the 
principal should have been 
more careful.

However, that is not the 
o n ly  im pression  tha t can 
be derived from the issue. 
As argued by others on the 
panel, the action o f  issuing 
the show -causc notice dc-

Yours etc.. 
G raccl Joe Kharmawlong,

ll.M-Bangalore Alumnus 
Via email

A re w e 
d efend ing  

pub lic  
d is ru p tio n s  
a n d  civilian 

d is tu rb an ces?
Fditor.
I w rite  to  ex p re ss  my 

deep concern regarding the 
recent argum ents made by 
the VPP legislators during 
the Autumn Session on the 
subject o f  law enforcement 
in  o u r  s ta te . M eghalaya. 
While the freedom to protest 
and gather is an integral part 
o f  our democratic fabric, it is 
essential to strike a balance 
between the exercise o f  these 
rights and the preservation o f  
public peace and order.

The VPP, which has so 
far  stood and  ex tensively  
spoken  fo r  the r ig h ts  o f  
the  people, has somehow- 
missed out on the nerve o f  
the public in this very matter. 
In the Assembly session on 
Tuesday, September 19, the 
legislators spoke extensively 
about the perceived failures 
o f  our state policc. arguing 
that they, "cannot handle the 
slightest provocation." They 
have raised questions about 
the policc response to  pub­
lic disruptions and civilian 
disturbances, particularly in 
the context of''peaceful pro­
tests." While it is important

creases the scope o f  freedom 
o f  expression in the state. In 
the name o f  keeping politics 
out o f  educational institu ­
tions, what else is going to be 
censored in the future? The 
law minister gave a list o f  
things that irvluded. among 
other things, the possibility 
o f  censoring something that 
is blasphem cus. T he topic 
was especially much debated, 
with the example o f  satanic 
songs being constantly men­
tioned. with one panelist even 
stating that she will have no 
problem with people playing 
satanic songs as long as it 
does not encourage them to 
engage in violence. This is art 
old argument: gainst a certain 
kind o f  music, which also 
includes a certain genre o f  
video game tint, it is claimed, 
e x h o rts  e specially  young  
people to commit violence. 
1 really don 't know if  there's 
any peer-reviewed literature 
that supports such an argu­
ment o r i f  ii c o m es from  
WhatsApp Urivcrsity. where 
you have amateur political 
scientists, historians, and phi­
losophers who give their own 
two cents a s legitimate claims 
about ccrtain things. What 1 
do know is that violence was 
not invented by heavy metal 
music o r video games. If  that 
w as the ease, how  do  wc 
explain the pre valence o f  vio­
lence in the post when these 
two things had not yet been 
invented? O r a e  w e claiming 
(hat the past was a golden age 
where everyone w as dancing 
around fire, tinging songs, 
and hugging each other?

A lso, the idea o f  b la s ­
phemy o r insjlt to a certain 
religion itself has been used 
as a justification for many 
a trocities in the past. For 
example, the inquisition o f  
die Catholic Church to punish 
heresy dirouglout Europe and 
the Americas s infamous for 
its tortures and its persecution 
o f  minorities, especially Jews 
and Muslims. Thousands died 
in the bid to preserve  the 
sanctity o f  the faith. I n recent 
times, a Pakistani Christian 
woman, Aasiya Norecn. also 
know n as Asia B ib i. w as 
convicted o f  blasphemy by a 
Pakistani court and scntcnccd 
to death by hanging. Later, 
she was acquiQcd. but she had 
to leave the country to save 
her life. The vholc emphasis 
on blasphemy was a very dis­
turbing portert towards such 
prospects. I remember some 
time ago attending a queer 
programme ir Shillong at an 
institute conn:ctcd to a  reli­
gious denomination. Later. I 
was told that there was holy

to scrutinize the actions o f  
our law cnfcrcemcnt agen­
cies, it is equally crucial to 
consider the broader im pli­
cations o f  defending activi­
ties that disrupt the lives o f  
ordinary citizens.

In recent imcs. wc have 
witnessed what arc labelled 
as "peacefu l p ro tes ts” in 
Meghalaya, which have re­
sulted in traffic disruptions, 
businesses being forced to 
pull dow n their shu tters , 
and. in some eases, innocent 
civilians being subjected to 
violence. It raises the fun­
damental question: What are 
the policc supposed to do in 
such scenarios? Is it reason­
able to expect them to stand 
by idly while public order 
is disrupted, businesses suf­
fer. and citizens are placed 
at risk?

The Indian Constitution 
indeed guarantees the free­
dom to p ro c s t and  gather 
peacefully, bet it docs so with 
the u n d e rs ta tin g  that these 
rights come with reasonable 
restrictions. The imposition 
o f  such restrictions is not 
an affront to democracy but 
a necessary  sa fe g u ard  to 
ensure that public peace and 
the rights o f  all citizens arc 
respcctcd. W hen so-called 
peaceful protests cross the 
line and disrupt the pcacc o f  
the public, it is the duty and 
responsibility o f  the policc 
to take appropriate action to 
restore order. Hcncc in such 
c ircum stances, play ing  to 
the gallery does not always 
work.

W hile advocating for the 
rights o f  NGOs and protest­
ers. the VPP must realise 
that businesses — primarily

water sprinkled in the room 
where the performance took 
place to  sanctify the space. In 
the future, when blasphemy 
becomes a very serious mat­
ter. it w ill not be just holy 
water but penal action that 
will be administered to the 
occupants o f  the space. Am I 
blowing things out o f  propor­
tion? But how else would one 
enforce the rule i f  there's no 
punishment? W hat will be the 
incentive? It s just logical.

But there w as one point 
that Tarun B hartiya one o f  
tl)C panelists, brought to atten­
tion that w as very pertinent to 
tlx; debate. He stated that, "wc 
defend freedom o f  expression 
with whom wc agree, with 
whom the majority agrees... 
that is a hypocrisy that ex­
ists here also... freedom o f  
expression, much morc than 
the state is suppressed by the 
community." The exam ple 
o f  heavy m etal m usic b e ­
ing blasphem ous em erged 
front that conv ersation. One 
could sense others becom ­
ing uncomfortable being put 
on the docks since they had 
hoped that it would be  the 
government who would be 
the one answering and not 
them. There w as an attempt 
by some to show acccptancc 
o f  the freedom o f  expression 
to  play any music, but once 
a disclaim er is attached (it 
should not lead to violence), 
it becom es c lear that such 
freedom falls under the realm 
o f  'reasonable restrictions', 
w hose  in te rp re ta tion  w ill 
depend on those exercising 
power.

Personally. 1 completely 
ag re e  w ith  Tarun reg a rd ­
ing the hypocrisy o f  using 
the a rgum ent o f  freedom  
o f  expression, and 1 have a 
very relevant example from 
the reservation saga from a 
couple o f  months ago. Many 
K hasis m essaged m e p ri­
vately that they agreed with 
my position against the re­
view o f  die reservation policy 
and that the whole issue was 
nothing but an attempt to gain 
political mileage. However, 
w hen I asked them i f  they 
could also s tare  their views in 
public, they politely refused 
because they feared backlash. 
They w ere especially wor­
ried that taking such a stand 
would invite allegations o f  
being a ‘traitor* to the com ­
m unity. There has a lw ays 
been censorship for taking 
a divergent stand, especially 
on emotional issues where 
the supposed  good  o f  the 
community is at stake. For 
exam ple , how  will K hasi 
society react if  a Khasi takes

small ones— and livelihoods 
o f  people have suffered due 
to such activities in recent 
years and this is to be seen in 
the light o f  M eghalaya cur­
rently not faring particularly 
well with regards to  case- 
o f-do ing-business. Hcncc 
economic stability is at stake 
in the long-term.

It is my hope that our VPP 
legislators, w ho have so far 
been vehement for the peo­
ple for all the right reasons, 
will engage in a constructive 
dialogue to  strike the right 
balance between the exercise 
o f  democratic rights and the 
maintenance o f  public order, 
en su ring  tha t M eghalaya 
continues to be a placc where 
peaceful c oex is tcncc  and 
progress thrive.

Yours etc..
Patrick Kurbah 

Via email

S elf-serv ing
legislators!

Editor.
T he M eghalaya  L egis­

lative  A ssem bly has p ro ­
posed to reduce the qualify­
ing years o f  2 years and 6 
months as contained in the 
proviso to scction 3(1) o f  
the M eghalaya Legislative 
Assembly Act. 1977 in order 
to enable MLAs who fail to 
fulfil the qualifying years to 
rcccivc pension. Isn’t this 
ridiculous? The government
ta d  done away with pensions 
for government employees 
who joined regular services 
after 2010. W hy must pen­
sion be given to MLAs who 
most probably have amassed

a stand against the introduc­
tion o f  ILP or marginalisation 
o f  the non-indigcnous com­
munity in the state, to  name 
just two? I think wc know the 
answer to that question. So. 
like Tarun said, let's not be 
hypocrites.

The censorship that exists 
in Khasi socicty is enforced 
by va rious bodies, w hich 
range from the C hurch to 
pressure groups that arc quick 
to  brand someone a s anti* 
Christian oranti-Jaidbvnricvv 
i f  there isan  opinion different 
from what they themselves 
profess. Excommunications, 
threats o f  violcncc. o r actual 
violcncc arc used as deter­
rents to suppress any diver­
gent view. The government 
is nothing but an extension 
o f  that psyche o f  socicty, 
which is threatening to use 
legal means to punish those 
who espouse a  view that goes 
against their own interests. 
Today it’s the MDA govern­
ment: tomorrow it might be 
another government, but the 
story w ill not change. An 
intolerant society w ill breed 
intolerant governments. To 
break the cycle, there has to 
be  a genuine apprecia tion 
o f  different voices and the 
patience to  listen and maybe 
act on them. Only then will 
freedom  o f  expression  be 
truly safe.

So w hat should  be the 
outcome o f  the show cause 
notice? Personally. I feel that 
since, as per the newspaper 
report, the principal has al­
ready apologised, the matter 
should be dropped. A mes­
sage has been sent (whether 
wc agree with that or not), and 
that will act as a deterrent for 
others as well. But i f  the gov­
ernment decides to go alicad 
and punish the principal, they 
will creatc a martyr and this 
will be used by their political 
opponents to galvanise sup­
port against diem. There will 
be an argum ent made that 
any  Icnicncy w ill p ro jcc t 
weakness. I disagree. I think 
it will projcct magnanimity. 
1-car is useful in a dictator­
ship, but in a democracy it can 
be countcr-productivc unless 
the government can control 
peoples' voting choices via 
the secret ballot. Showing 
that you care and arc willing 
to give someone a chance to 
correct a  mistake is a much 
better way o f  ensuring loy­
alty. Maybe this whole saga 
will start a genuine conversa­
tion about freedom o f  expres­
sion in our socicty. O ne can 
only hope.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f  the 
author am i do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to  any 
organization o r  institution)

enough wealth and made the 
best use o f  their position for 
personal gains and for their 
families during their tenure, 
be it half term, one term, two 
terms and so on and so forth? 
Is it valid that the Assembly 
Session should on the very 
first day be discussing their 
pension when there are many 
critical issues that are serious 
and crucial? Why not for a 
changc act like public ser­
vants and serve the people
w ho have voted for them
rather than try to stabilise 
themselves and secure their 
future?

W h ile  g la r in g  tru th s  
about school teachers who 
fail to  be given the ir hard 
earned  m onth ly  sa lary  to 
fend  for th e m se lv es  and 
the ir fam ilies, traffic con­
gestion that has become a 
frustrating daily  affair, bad 
roads and connectivity, poor 
health care and  sanitation, 
unem ploym ent, education 
e tc .. stare us in  the face 
our legislators find them as 
problems too old to tackle 
in all earnestness. Here too 
there will be lukewarm ref­
erences to  serious matters 
i f  a t all. As for the pension 
issue, even the Opposition 
will agree and stand united 
with the government. After 
all. they too stand to gain. 
Alas! hypocrisy!

Yours ctc..
Jennicfer Dkhar, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The Shillong  Times

C hoosing and  B eing  a 
Good Father...!

Many single women the 
w orld  over a rc  adop tin g  
children and rearing them 
without a father. But at some 
stage they realize the child 
needs a dad in their lives, 
and in m y imagination, they 
troop o ff  in search o f  a  dad. 
H ere 1 a ir  going to  placc 
such an im aginary scene 
where an actress goes over 
to the Institute o f  Dads and 
says. “ Principal sir, I need a 
father for my kids!"

T he P rn c ip al looks at 
her. wishes he were younger, 
but hastily puts aside such 
naughty thoughts and says. 
“ You may choosc! H ere's 
the first one; a b it domineer­
ing though!"

"Domineering!" says the 
actress, “ that means h e ’ll 
bring my kids up with au- 
thority!"

“ A lso." says the princi­
pal sadly, 'lie’ll think he's 
always right! Your kids may 
feel crushed by his dom i­
nance. nuy  lose in terest, 
wait to be 18 to  get away 
from the house!"

"O uch!" shouts the a c ­

tress and looks for the next 
man. "W ho's this? He looks 
charming and determined!"

“ W ill m ake you  rich  
quickly." says the Principal 
o f  the school o f  dads, “ will 
see your kids have enough 
and more, but i:; deceiving
and dishonest!"

“And rey little ones will 
bccomc the sam e!" murmurs 
the  actress , then hears a 
noise in the next room where 
her children arc. she walks 
over to see a man standing 
in front o f  the TV  they are 
watching.

" If  you don’t cat dinner 
you don’t watch TV !"shouts 
the tall fellow.

"W hat's he doing?" whis­
pers the ac-trcss as she looks 
at her petrified children.

“ Ah! f la t 's  the threaten­
ing type, he's alw ays threat­
ening to  lock them up. throw 
aw ay their TV  o r g round 
them!"

“ It could be good disci­
pline for tl'.em, what?"

"But with no communica­
tion whatsoever!" says the 
Principal sadly,"he w on't ex­
plain his actions; its threats, 
threats and threats!"

They go outside where 
she 's in time lo see  a man 
leave, he is good looking, 
wishes the children good­
bye and smiles at her as he 
hurries o ff  “ W ait!" shouts 
the actress. You seem  like 
a good faihcr!" T he man 
smiles and rushes on. “Too 
busy!" says the  principal, 
“ he 's a workaholic, a good 
man. with a good income, 
but whom your children will 
never see!"

The actress looks at the 
princ ipal and bursts into 
tears , "A ren ’t the re  men 
w ho make good fathers?" 
she cries.

"O h yes, there is!" sighs 
the principal. "A wise father! 
A man who works hard, but 
has time far his kids, who is 
there to tex'h  them to ride 
a bike, is there to lift them 
when they fall, and laughs 
with them when they get up 
on their own!"

“ Am so glad this institute 
makes such a man!" says the 
actress, smiling.

“ No," smiles the Princi­
pal, "the institute doesn 't, 
but a good wife docs, she 
moulds such a man to bc­
com c a great father, just as 
a loving husband makes a 
good mother o f  his wife!"

Yes. there's a  lot o f  truth 
in this imaginary story isn't 
it, but a uood fa the r a lso

knows how good he is, when 
he secs the kind o f  love his 
children have for him later, 
and the p rayers they pray 
for him . I rem em ber my 
thoughts and feelings many 
years ago. when I heard my 
dad in the US was diagnosed 
with cancer:

"D ear G od ,"  I prayed, 
“don’t do this to a man who 
hardly caused pain toothers. 
A man who taught me to be 
brave in the face o f  adver­
sity. To laugh when troubles 
assailed me. and yet to cry 
with others in sadness.”

1 remembered days when 
even  as a  father w ith im ­
m ense know ledge, he sat 
w ith me and listened to my 
ha lf- baked  theo ries , not 
laughing  them aw ay, but 
shaking his head and some­
tim es agreeing and  som e­
times discussing. but allow­
ing me to  grow as a thinker, 
and not a parrot vomiting out 
tested formulas.

“Dear God." I whispered, 
“ju st put your strong arm  
around him and let him feel 
your strength. Let him put 
his head against that o m ­
nipotent m uscle , and  feel

his pain disappear, ju st as 
he in my days o f  childhood 
held me tight w hen cuts and 
bruises and later emotional 
hurts racked my body and 
my soul."

“Let him not feel the pain, 
dear C.od," I cried, “shield 
him. just as he shielded his 
family from the onslaughts 
o f  the outside world. W hen 
cruelty and harshness, injus­
tice and fear were stopped 
at th e  th resho ld  and  not 
allow ed  to  en ter, so  that 
wc inside, were nurtured in 
gentleness and love."

“ L et y o u r  h e a v e n ly  
friendship envelop him  oh 
Ciod, j  ust as he became morc 
friend  than fa th e r a s  the 
years w ent by.

Two friends who w alked 
in the cold impersonal streets 
o f  a foreign shore, watched 
the pigeons at Rockefeller 
Center and the w aters o f  the 
H udson. Friends w ho re­
spected cach other for what 
they were and a friend who 
did not try to  forge me in his 
m ould but let m e blossom 
into my ow n form."

"D ear G o d !"  1 sh o u t, 
“why do good men hav e to 
suffer so?  Why c an ’t you 
pick the cruel, the ruthless, 
the tyrants o f  the world, why 
pick a man for whom w on­
der w as childlike, and for 
whom gentleness was a way 
o f  lift:? Why G od, why?”  I 
asked in despair.

I felt an arm around my 
shoulder. It was his. my fa­
ther’s. 1 sobbed, unashamed, 
and then I felt his hand, w ip­
ing away my tears. I leaned 
against his arms, and slowly 
fell a  peace. Somewhere far 
away, I knew my Dad had 
felt my pain, he felt not his 
ow n......

“Dear G od." I had whis­
pered that day. "be a Father 
to him. just as he is still a 
father to me!"

I end with this thought, 
that there’s a big role fathers 
have to play, and huge role 
mothers play, but together 
they can develop and mould 
children, who will grow up 
with character and courage, 
and finally pray to the Father 
above, even as wc enter old 
age . to  g iv e  us the same 
com fort and strength, w c 
gave them earlier..!

(The Author conducts an  
Online Writers and  Speakers 
Course. F or m ore details  
se n d  a  thum bs-up  to  him  
on WhatsApp 989257288}. 
Entail: bobsbitnterfagmail. 
com)
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Tackling  m ob  violence
POLICE action in Meghalaya has been vilified 
without an impartial assessment of the situation on 
the ground. Calling Meghalaya a police state can 
win political brownie points for politicians sitting in 
the Opposition and always looking to rake up issues 
with an eye on pandering to a certain constituency. 
But what do police do when a mob is on a rampage? 
Do they moveback and allow the mob to have its way 
simply because it is assumed lhat the mob is always 
right? The Meghalaya State Pollution Control Boaixl 
(MSPCB) should have known that there would be 
resistance to the idea o f expanding the acreage for 
limestone mining in an area that is within the precincts 
of the Narpuh Wildlife Sanctuary which harbours the 
last of the hoolock gibbons. In the first place, is it 
ecologically feasible to have seven or eight cement 
companies in one District o f the State? How did the 
cement companies manage to get their clearances 
from the Union Ministry o f Environment and Forests 
and (MoEE) and who actually conducted the envi­
ronmental impact assessment (El A) which qualified 
these companies to set up shop so close to a wildlife 
sanctuary? These companies all came up during the 
Congress-led ministry under DD Lapang.

In 2007 March, the late JD Rymbai who was 
the then Chief Minister had to step down and was 
replaced by DD Lapang according to the diktat of 
the Congress High Command in Delhi. Tlie reason 
for the replacement was bccausc Rymbai was not 
granting permission to the cement companies to 
start their businesses. The moment DD Lapang held 
the reins in Meghalaya all the cement companies 
kick-started their businesses. What is surprising 
is that there was no resistance to the setting up of 
these compamcs by the local people then. Did they 
not know of the long-term consequences o f having 
polluting industries so close to the villages? Even 
at the last public hearing at Thangskai it was not as 
if all the people o f the area were against the mining 
expansion plans o f a certain cement company. There 
was a divisionand part of the melee was also created 
by the two rival groups.

The cement companies know how things work 
in Meghalaya hcncc they appoint local tribals as 
directors who will be their frontline supporters. 
Hence there is Phone Syih a Jainlia from the area 
who is a director of four cement companies and three 
mining companies among others. In all these tussles 
provoked by internal rivalries the police are caught 
in a bind. They have to control the situation and if 
people arc injured they arc accused o f brutality. In 
the procession carried out by the FKJGP through the 
city of Shillong in October 2022, there was large- 
scale violence on the streets o f Shillong. The policc 
refrained from taking strong action and were accused 
of not doing neir duty. The police have to do their 
job. They cannot appease any politician or political 
party or the Government o f the day. The mob cannot 
be allowed to run amok.

New Parliament House: Modi, 
a larger than life legacy?

Wc have bid farewell to 
the o ld  parliam ent house. 
The historic first session o f  
the special Session w as in 
new Sansad Bhavan on 19 
Sep tem ber 2021 . T he 96 
year-old building will now 
be an a rchaeo logical site. 
The house where Jawahar- 
lal Nehru made the famous 
"midnight hour" speech and 
the Constitution adopted will 
serv e a s  a nostalgic memory. 
Apart from being  the scat 
o f  the imperial Legislative 
Council, the Constituent As­
sembly o f  India it will also 
be the Parliam ent o f  India 
betw een  26 January  1950 
and  IX S e p te m b er  2023. 
Considered inadequate for 
the modem needs, the British 
circular architecture will give 
w ay to the triangular struc­
ture. Setting aside criticisms 
o f  w hether a new parliament 
house was required the BJP 
pushed through this project 
w hose con stru ctio n  c om ­
m enced  on  10 D ecem ber 
2020 .

The Prime M inster per­
sonally took pride in seeing 
th is  th ree  storey bu ild ing  
that occupies 64.500 sqm. a 
reality. His name is recorded 
in history a s the person who 
laid the foundation stone, in­
augurated it and led the MPs 
to the grand structure. He will 
be in  the annals o f  history, 
lie  m ay be remembered as 
the one who finally shook oft' 
the colonial past. H e will not 
want anyone to forget that in 
his second term o f  office the 
special session o f  parliament 
was convened to commission 
the new lawmakers’ house.

O n 18 S e p te m b er, the  
last session in the old build­
ing the prime minister gave 
h is ‘farew ell speech*. He 
sounded  a s ta te sm an  for 
once. He acknowledged the 
past p rim e m insters from 
Pandit Nehru to Manmohan 
S ingh  a n d  th e ir  a ch ie v e ­
ments. He even recalled the 
prime minister he dislikes the 
most. N ehru’s immortal 'a t 
stroke o f  m idnight' spccch. 
He paid spccial tribute to  BR 
Amtadkar. I le  complimented 
the 7.500 members o f  whom 
600 were women. However, 
he could not resist condemn­
ing the Emergency and the 
'cash for votes' scam.

O n S eptem ber 19 a fte r  
the photo sessions wc saw 
glim pses o f  members step­
ping into the building replete 
with national symbols. The 
prime m inster walked bare­
foot. In the function to mark 
the occasion, the prime min­
ster lost no time in suggesting 
to rename the o ld parliament 
building 'Sam vidhan Sudan' 
(Constitution House). Subse­
quently he made his maiden 
add ress  at the Lok Sabha

By Albert Thyrniang

and Rajya Sat>ha separately 
where he expressed pleasure 
at the quality ) f  debates and 
reminded members that the 
New Parliament is a symbol 
o f  a new dawn.

All throughout, the prime 
m in ister w as very keen in 
realising the am bition o f  a 
new  p a rlian u n t. But how 
competent is he as a  parlia­
mentarian. How deserv ing is 
he to go down in history as 
the 'new  parliament builder'?
I low worthy i* he to carry1 the 
legacy o f  being the 'architect* 
o f  the new lu>i»c that symbol­
ises debates, discussions and 
deliberations. CPM member. 
John Brittas reveals lhat the 
Prime Minister w as present 
in Parliament for 0.001 per 
cent o f  the tool time. Derek 
O 'B rien. TMC Rajya Sabha 
M em ber in < sca th ing  a t­
tack said. ’Gi>c me back my 
P arliam ent’ before moving 
to the new site and reminded 
lhat the prime minister never 
answered a single question on 
the floor o f  parliament in the 
Iasi seven years.

’Hie prime minister wanted 
to avoid speak ng on violence 
hit Manipur in the last session 
in August. It took a no-confi- 
dcncc motion against his gov ­
ernment for him to speak for 
less than three minutes on a 
slate engulfed by lawlessness 
for three montfis. I le was ab­
sent all throughout the debate 
prior to his spccch. Other crit­
ics have poimcd out that he 
has not made the customary 
statement in Lok Sabha after 
a State visit abroad. He has 
never engaged in a conver­
sation with a fellow member 
during debate? in parliament.
II was only during his first 
y ear in officc that he took 
part in the proceedings. His 
spccchcs have been mainly to 
reply to the Motion o f l  hanks 
to  the President's  Address. 
Therefore, many call him a 

disengaged parliamentarian 
who avoids questions, in and 
out o f  Parliament. O ur prime 
m inister is no comparison to 
for instance th: British prime 
m in ister, who answ ers all 
the questions the opposition 
bombards hinVhcr with.

The inauguration o f  the 
new  parliam ent house  on 
M ay 2X was a Sunday. It is 
a  clear disregard for the tiny 
C hristian  community. The 
new building represents In­
d ia 's myriad diversity. A so- 
callcd multi-religious prayer 
scrvicc was on display at the 
inaugural function. However. 
Hindu ritualism look promi­
nence over all else. A Scngol, 
symbol o f  divine right was 
installed. Sadhus fiovvn from 
Tamil Nadu blessed the prime

minister and the new national 
property. N otably the  day 
was the birth anniversary o f  
V.D. Savarkar, the Hindutva 
founder.

‘Ih e  prim e m inster who 
inaugurated the new parlia­
ment building did not instil 
confidcncc in the minorities. 
G overnm ent functions on 
Sundays a rc  now  norm al. 
Recently it w as informed lhat 
the authorities at the ccntrc 
insisted  that the convoca­
tion for ITI graduates should 
be held on a Sunday. The 
sentim ents o f  the Christian 
minority does not matter for 
this government. Hie pride o f  
the majority is all that counts. 
Instead o f  convoying to ihe 
country lhat the parliament 
is  answerable to the public
• a symbol o f  its ‘infallibil­
ity ’ w as proclaimed instead. 
Then instead o f  portraying 
the parliament as a modem

science  dom inates, the in ­
auguration regresses to the 
days o f  su p e rstitio n s. O n 
the day o f  unveiling the icon 
o f  India's democracy it was 
actually marked by saffron 
symbolism. Both the Sengol 
and priests are from Tamil 
Nadu. The BJP likes lo think 
that it would gain politically 
in the Southern sta te . But 
the voters there are smart to 
sec through the attem pts and 
will continue to keep the saf­
fron party at bay. The prime 
minster himself, and not the 
President, inaugurating the 
new  facility  a lso  conveys 
that he is the most important 
person in the country.

What about the govern­
ment that the prime minister 
presides over’.’ Before shift­
ing to  the new building mem­
bers recalled that in the last 
seven years ihe parliament 
w as on  o c ca sio n s u n d e r­
mined. Important bills were 
pushed through by the brute 
majority o f  the ruling party. 
From 2014 till date only one 
o f  ten bills were sent to the 
parliamentary committee for 
scrutiny. N ine o f  ten bills 
had zero or incomplete prc 
legislative consultation. One 
o f  the  leg is la tions passed 
w as a n ti- fe d e ra l ism . The 
Opposition was overlooked. 
Not one o f  the  noticcs from 
the Opposition was aeccptcd. 
Important decisions like Dc- 
m o n e tisa tio n  w ere  taken  
w ith o u t d e fe re n ce  to  the 
H ouse. O pposition leaders 
regret the decline* o f  democ­
racy in  its  very ■temple’. 
Leave politicians aside, the 
public w itnessed how bills 
were pushed through without 
sufficient debate. The farm 
bills in September 2020 arc

a prime example. No wonder 
it had to  be repealed a year 
later. Sensitive bills like the 
CAB/CAA and the abolition 
o f  a rtic ic  370  w ere given 
urgent im portance . T hese  
legisla tions have no m ajor 
significance. The intention 
was to antagonise a particular 
community. In the new build­
ing wc may see similar bills 
like renaming o f  India into 
Bharat and the ‘One country 
one  e lec tion’ to benefit the 
prime minister’s party.

The prime minister has ac­
complished in gifling the na­
tion a new parliament house. 
But given his records is he the 
most qualified prime minister
lo do so? Is he a larger than 
life personality? It looks like 
the eagerness to m ake the 
mighty drcam a reality is to 
com pensate  for som ething 
that is lacking in him.

W hat about here in our 
stale? Pie  majcstic new par­
liament house with modem 
facilities built to  w ithstand
earthquake* has been com ­
ple ted  in record  tim e, less 
than three years. H ere the 
dome o f  the under construc­
tion  A ssem bly  house c o l­
lapsed. Wc d o n ’t know the 
present status. For nearly 25 
years wc have had no State 
Assembly building. Wc could 
be cclcbrating the silver ju b i­
lee o f  the decimation o f  the 
Slate Assembly soon.

The present State Assem­
bly has been ’Christianised’. 
Pre la tes  and  pastors w ere 
brought in to bless the new 
government and members on 
the first day in  officc. As a 
state wc hav e lost the moral 
ground o f  criticising  Modi 
and the BJP for saftronising 
the parliament.

The present composition 
is marked by conflict o f  in­
terests. The NPP. the senior 
pa rly  is suppo rted  by the 
UDP and BJP in the legisla­
tive Assembly. The Congress 
is the 'main* opposition but 
it is a  partner o f  the NPP in 
KIIAIK". The stark reality is 
that three o f  the five M LAs o f  
the Congress arc also MDCs. 
Hie UDP rules with the NPP 
in tlxr state but in the K11 ADC 
it is the major opposition. One 
o f  U D P 's minister?, in the 
suae is also an MDC. These 
individuals must be  super hu­
mans to be able to do justice 
to their roles.

I he role o f  the opposition 
is taken by the VPP and the 
TMC. So far. important issues 
in the state have been brought 
by the a bove  p a rties  w ho 
have neither the L eader o f  
the Opposition nor the Chief 
Whip. Is the Opposition in the 
Assembly and in the Council 
a  sham? Arc w c the voters 
being conned?

Demanding 
Urgent Government 
Accountability & 

Reforms in KHADC
Editor,
I write lo y o t with an ur­

gent and seething frustration 
over the ongoing governance 
and trade-related catastro­
phes p lag u in g  the  K hasi 
H ills A utonomous District 
C ou n c il (K H A D C ). It is 
nothing short o '  infuriating 
to witness the same old farce 
o f  governm ent instability, 
cha'nging tik e  c lockw ork  
every six months, w ith no 
end in sight sine : 1973. This 
chronic instability is the root 
cause o f a litany of problems, 
ch icf among them being the 
absolute shambles that is the 
policy framework.

Let's talk about the Kaf- 
kacsquc n igh tn a rc  in ob ­
taining a trading license in 
this region. The utter lack o f  
infrastructure and competent 
m a n p o w er to  e ff ic ien tly  
process these licenses has 
resu lted  in months o f  e x ­
c ruciating  harassm ent for 
those w ho dare io seek a 
le g itim a te  patli to  trade . 
The citizens o f  Kl 1ADC arc 
burdened  and  belittled  at 
every turn, and frankly, it's 
beyond intolerable. W hat’s 
equally abhorrent is the rep­
rehensible scapegoating o f  
local women tor allegedly 
supporting so-called "outsid­
ers.*' To peddle this offensive 
narrative while clearly chas­
ing political gains, especially 
with elections looming, isan 
act o f  sheer contempt for the 
genuine citizcns o f  the state. 
The National People's Party 
(N PP) seem s hell-bent on 
appealing to the lowest com ­
mon denominator with d ivi­
sive tactics that only further

tarnish their integrity.
Moreover, the deafening 

silence o f  the C hicf Minister 
on these issues is nothing 
short o fa  dereliction o f  duty. 
Instead o f  add ressing  the 
critical problems at hand, the 
government’s response is lo 
arbitrarily shut down shops, 
as evidenced by ihe rccent 
closure o f  46 establishments 
in Bymihal and its environs. 
Such rash actions won't win 
votes o r solve the underly­
ing issues. W hat's needed 
is  a sy stem a tic  overhau l, 
streamlined policies, and an 
efficient licensing process, 
not a third-party labyrinth.

T h e  C h ie f  E x e c u tiv e  
Member's (CEM ) claim lhat 
noticcs were sent but ignored 
by shop owners doesn't war­
rant the summary cxccution 
o f  b u sin e sse s. T he focus 
shou ld  be on sim p lify ing  
the licensing  p rocess, e n ­
suring timely issuance, and 
providing clear notifications 
in n e w spapers  to  in form  
labourers and shop owners 
about the requirements. Pre­
maturely shutting down busi­
nesses without due proccss is 
an affront lo  justice.

Let's not forget the United 
Khasi Jainlia District Trading 
by Non-Tribal Regulations, 
which emphasize the impor­
tance o f  trading licenses in 
regulating non-tribal estab­
lishm ents. H ow ever, ihcsc 
regu la tions should  ch am ­
pion fairness and sim plicity, 
not bureaucracy and harass­
ment.

L as tly , the  dep lo ra b le  
state o f  the o ldest market, 
"IBW .DUH." rem ains un ­
changed for cons, with gar­
bage near Molphran serving 
as a c onstan t rem inder o f  
a dm inistra tive  apathy. It's
liigli lime the .lullioi ilies ad­
dressed these infrastructural

and cleanliness issues with 
the urgency they deserve.

In conclusion. 1 implore 
up o n  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  in  
K H A D C  to je ttis o n  the ir  
c o m p lac en c y  and  p r io r i­
tize  gen u in e  governance , 
a cc o u n tab ility , and  e q u i­
table policies that uplift all 
citizens. The people deserve 
better, and the government's 
dereliction o f  duly must be 
met with outrage and a reso­
lute demand for immediate 
change. Swift and  resolute 
action is not ju st required; it’s 
long overdue.

Name withheld on

pot-l

Urgent need for 
addressing 

t-holes on roads
Editor.
I am writing to draw at­

tention to a critical issue that 
has been affecting our com ­
munity's infrastructure and 
quality o f  life -  the alarming 
prevalence  o f  potholes on 
our roads. A s a resident who 
traverses our city's roads on 
a daily basis, it has bccomc 
increasingly conccm ing  to 
witness the growing number 
o f  potholes that seem to  be 
expanding unchecked. These 
potholes not only pose a sig­
nificant threat to the safety 
o f  motorists and pedestrians 
but also have a direct impact 
on our vch ides' maintenance 
costs and the ov erall image o f 
our community, apart from 
other health problems.

The current state o f  our 
roads has led to  various con- 
scqucnccs, including;

Safety Conccms: Potholes 
have the potential to causc

accidents , especially when 
drivers swerve unexpectedly 
toavoid them, leading to co l­
lisions with other vehicles or 
pedestrians.

Vehicle Damage: Potholes 
can causc substantial damage 
to our vehicles' lircs. wheels, 
su sp e n s io n  sy ste m s, and  
alignm ents. This translates
lo increased repair costs for 
residents already facing eco­
nomic challenges.

Negative Aesthetics: O ur 
c ity 's  roads arc o ften  the 
first impression visitors and 
newcomers have o f  our com ­
munity. The prcscncc o f  nu­
merous potholes can rcllcct 
poorly on our town's image 
and deter potential investors, 
tourists, and businesses.

Traffic Congestion: M o­
torists often slow dow n or 
c h an g e  lanes a b rup tly  to 
avoid potholes, causing traf­
fic congcstionand exacerbat­
ing the risk o f accidents.

It is clear dial immediate 
action is rcqu red to address 
this issue. I urge our local 
authorities and relevant de­
partments to u k e  the follow­
ing steps:

Swift Repairs: Prioritize 
prom pt repairs o f  existing 
potholes, ensuring the safety 
o f  road users and preventing 
further deterioration.

Preventive Maintenance: 
Im p le m e n t reg u la r  road  
maintenance measures, such 
as crack scaling and resurfac­
ing. to proven the formation 
o f  new pothobs.

Community Engagement: 
F.ncouragc residents to report 
potho les and  road hazards 
promptly, creating a collab­
orative appro;eh to address­
ing ihe issue. A llocation o f  
Funds: Advocate for the a l­
location o f  sufficient funds to 
mud maintciuuiec and icpaiis
in our community budget.

T ran sp a re n cy  and  A c­
countability: Establish trans­
parent communication chan­
nels to update residents about 
ongoing road maintenance 
efforts and progress.

In conclusion, the current 
state o f  our roads, m aned  by 
the proliferation o f  potholes, 
requires urgent attention and 
rem ediation. A s concerned 
c itiz cn s . it is ou r d u ty  to 
raise our collcctivc voice and 
advocatc for the neccssary 
changes that will improv e  our 
daily lives and the well-being 
o f  our community.

1 Miicciely 1h>|ic lhat llii*
le tte r  serves as a  cata lyst 
for positive changc and lhat 
ou r  com m unity  can work 
together to  ensure safer and 
more efficient roadways.

Yours ctc..
Karan Naih 

Via email

One Nation; 
One Election

liditor.
In the letter. "How viable 

are  sim ultaneous elections” 
(ST. September 18. 2023). 
Krishna Chcttri says lhat as 
the ccntral government has 
established a  com m ittee to 
examine the concept o f  onc- 
nation-onc-clcclion, it will 
be prudent to temporarily set 
aside this topic and await the 
com m ittee 's insights.

1 have to  differ with ihe 
writer on that. A democracy 
cannot survive i f  people go 
into sleep mode after giving 
their v otes. The value o f  an 
edit page o f  a newspaper is 
immense as it is a platform 
fo r d ia logue, debate , d is ­
cussion and d issent which 
arc  indeed the lifeblood o f  
democracy, t'.sich one o f  us 
is a stakeholder o f  any deci­

sion o f  the government as it 
touches our daily lives. As a 
matter o f fact, democracy is 
not only for the people but it 
should a lso be o f  and by the 
people. Therefore, the com ­
mittee formed by the govern­
ment to look into the viability 
o fa  joint election needs to lis­
ten to the voice o f  the people 
before arriving at a  decision. 
In the argument in favour o f  
onc-nat ion-one-election. the 
w riter says. "W ith national 
e lections and state elections 
occurring simultaneously, the 
public would be spared from 
the recunenl electoral cycles, 
benefiting both the e lector­
ate and the administration." 
Sometimes w c cannot dccidc 
what s ize  o f  a  ready-m ade 
garment to buy. At such a time 
w c may feel that it would be 
much better i f  fashion design­
ers could have made ONE- 
S IZ E-FITS-A LL garm ents. 
But wc know  that it would 
crcatc more problems.

O nc-nation-onc-clcction 
w ould also causc huge prob­
lems. Implementation o f  such 
a scheme would actually bc­
comc more costly and crcatc 
more confusion instead  o f  
reducing expenditure. It would 
prematurely term inate some 
elected houses in order to push 
them into a ONE-SIZE-FITS- 
ALLcIecuon. This would be a 
wastage o f  public money with­
out any regard to the people’s 
mandate. Moreover, in a par­
liamentary’ democracy some 
elected Vidhan Sabhas o r the 
Lok Sabha may go to the polls 
before completing five years 
o f  their full term. Therefore, 
mechanical synchronisation 
o f  their expiry date is totally 
impossible.

Yours etc..
Sujit De.

Kolkata

B attling Pollution  
in S h illo n g -A  C all 

to A ction
By Risliotbasklieni Khar lynx dull

I pen these words with a 
deep sense o f  concern and 
a burning desire for changc. 
Sh illong , o u r  p ic turcsquc 
abode, is g radually  losing 
its lustre as litter and  dust 
continue to blanket our city. 
T his predicament demands 
our immediate attention and 
collcctivc action if  wc are to 
reclaim  th : pristine beauty 
that Shillong has long been 
renowned or.

T he Shillong o f  yester­
ye a rs  was c e le b ra te d  not 
only for its breathtaking land­
scapes and vibrant culturc 
but also for its im pcccablc 
cleanliness. A stroll down the 
streets w asa refreshing expe­
rience. and the a ir w as crisp 
with the fragrancc o f  pine 
and  rhodcdcndron. Sadly, 
that image s fading, replaced 
by a landscape m arred by 
litter and air laden w ith dust 
panicles.

T h e  L itter P roblem :
Let us first address the is­

sue o f  litter, w hich is visible 
in every nook and  cranny 
o f  our city. The streets arc 
s trew n with p la stic  bags, 
wrappers, jiscardcd bottles, 
and  va rious form s o f  re ­
fuse. It is d isheartening to 
w itness the degradation o f  
our environment as garbage 
piles up along our roadways

up efforts.
3. Improving Waste C ol­

lection and Recycling: One 
o f  the fundamental aspccis 
o f  curbing litter is efficient 
waste management. Shillong 
sh o u ld  invest in m odern 
waste collection infrastruc­
ture that ensures regular and 
reliab le  p ick -up  serv ices. 
Additionally, the establish­
m ent o f  easily  acccssib lc  
recycling centres, equipped 
to handle various types o f  
w aste like paper, p lastic , 
and glass, can divert signifi­
cant am ounts o f  refuse from 
landfills.

4. G reen Initiatives: To 
mitigate dust pollution, wc 
shou ld  em bark  o n  green  
initiatives that enhance the 
city 's natural defences. Pro­
m oting tree  p lan ting  and 
expanding green spaces will 
not only beautify Shillong 
but also act as natural dust 
filters. Public-privatc part­
nerships can be forged to 
fund tree planting campaigns 
and the maintenance o f  these 
green arcas.

5. Com munity Clcan-up 
Drives: Creating a sense o f  
ownership and responsibil­
ity is crucial to  maintaining 
cleanliness in our city. O r­
ganising regular community 
c lcan-up d rives involving

“Public Awareness and Education: 
Education is the cornerstone o f  any 
effective change. We must launch an 
extensive public awareness campaign 
that not only highlights the problems 

associated with Utter and dust but also 
provides practical solutions. This 

campaign should encompass schools, 
community centers, social media, and 

local news outlets. Workshops, seminars, 
and interactive programs can engage 

residents o f  all ages, imparting the 
knowledge and motivation needed fo r  

meaningful change. ”

and  green  spaces. Beyond 
the acsthclic decline, litter 
poses significant threats to 
public health, wildlife, and 
our ecosystem.

T h e  Dust D ilem m a:
A ccom panying th is  lit­

te r cpidcniic is the perpet­
ual dustiness lhat engulfs 
Shillong. Bust particles hang 
in the air. creating a haze that 
obscurcs our oncc-pristinc 
views. This dust has adverse 
effects on respiratory health, 
particularly for vulnerable 
groups such as children and 
the elderly. It also accumu­
lates on buildings, vehicles, 
and vcgctaiion, causing long­
term damage.

Solutions fo r Shillong:
It is imperative that we 

con fron t these challenges 
head-on. To this end. I pro­
pose a multifaceted approach 
that combines public aware­
ness, policy initiatives, and 
community involvement to 
rnm hal lilt(*r and dnsl pollu­
tion in Shillong.

1. Public Awareness and 
Education: Education is the 
cornerstone o f  any effective 
ch an g c . Wc m ust launch  
an extensive public aware­
ness campaign lhat not only 
highlights the problem s as­
sociated with litter and dust 
but a lso  provides practical 
so lu tions. T h is  cam pa ign  
should encompass schools, 
com m unity cen ters , social 
media, and local news out­
lets. Workshops, sem inars, 
and interactive programs can 
engage residents o f  all ages, 
im p a rtin g  the know ledge 
and motivation needed for 
meaningful changc.

2. S tren g then ing  A nti- 
Littering Laws: Laws alone 
cannotcliminatc littering, but 
they play a  vital role in deter­
rence. Municipal authorities 
should  rigorously  enforce  
anti-littcrirg laws. Increased 
patrols, sur. cillancc cameras, 
and fines fcr offenders should 
be im plem ented. F u rthe r­
m ore. w c should  consider 
innovative approaches, such 
a s com m unity  scrv icc  for 
littcrbugs. where offenders 
actively participate in clcan-

rcsidcnts, schools, and lo­
cal businesses can achicvc 
this. These events not only 
install a sense o f  pride but 
also foster a  spirit o f  togeth­
erness among the people o f  
Shillong.

6. D ust C on tro l M ea­
sures: To address the dust 
issue, wc should explore in­
novative methods like dust 
supp ressan ts  on unpaved  
roads, regular street sw eep­
ing. and stricter regulations on 
construction sites to prevent 
dust emissions. We can also 
invest in a ir  quality moni­
toring systems to assess the 
impact o f  these measures and 
make data-driven decisions.

7. Sustainable Urban Plan­
ning: Shillong's growth and 
development must align with 
sustainable urban planning 
principles. I his includes cf- 
licient traffic management to 
reduce dust from vehicular 
em issions, prom oting  p e ­
destrian-friendly zones, and
considering green building 
practices that minimise dust 
generation  and  m axim ise  
energy efficiency.

8. Collaborative Efforts: 
Achieving lasting changc re­
quires collaboration between 
governm ent bodies, non­
governmental organisations, 
businesses, and citizcns. Wc 
must establish partnerships 
to pool resources. knowk*dgc, 
and  expertise . T hese  c o l­
laborations can result in in­
novative solutions and shared 
responsibility for our city’s 
well-being.

In conclusion, the chal­
lenges o f  litter and dust in 
Shillong are not insurmount­
able. They arc, however, a 
call to action for all o f  us who 
cherish the natural beauty and 
serenity o f  our city. It is our 
collcctivc responsibility to 
protect and preserve Shillong 
for future generations.

By impfemcnting the pro­
posed solutions and fostering 
a culture o f  cleanliness and 
environmental stewardship, 
w c can transform Shillong 
into a shining exam ple o f  
a clean, green, and vibrant 
city.
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Indigenous Tribal Students 
of Meghalaya can excel in 

Maths & Science, provided...
By Dominick Da uni Raising Ryrnbai

“ O pinion is :he m edium  between knowledge  

a nd  ignorance
—  Plato

T he Sh illong  Tim es
v..i v.:i \ \  N...O mum om ;. ru in  w s h m tm b k k  :023

C h allen g e  fro m  C a n a d a
DIPLOMATIC relations between Canada and 
India are worsening. The fly in the ointment is 
principally the Khalistani m ovem ent o r its ac­
tivities on Canadian soil with suspected political 
support or a  sense o f ‘tolerance' from the ruling 
Liberal Party of Canada led by Prime M inister 
Justin Trudeau. W hile the Khalistani movement 
has lost its support in Punjab after years o f  m ay­
hem  and violence, it is sought to be resurrected 
within India through aggressive campaigning 
in Canada and elsew here. Such attem pts in the 
UK have not gained traction but the threat is 
visible there too. India cannot remain oblivious 
to attempts by Khalistanis to disrupt peace here 
through its actions abroad.

Trudeau’s  political instincts are. however, 
not different fiom that o f  the Indian politicians. 
His attem pt is to play vote bank politics by 
retaining o r increasing support for him  through 
steps to w oo the eight lakh strong Sikhs there
- im migrants from India -  who form around 
two per cent o f  C anada's population. Notably, 
som e prominent Sikhs there are close associ­
ates o f  T rudeai and his party. In the process, 
he might as  well be playing into the hands o f  
Khalistanis who. like any other terrorist outfit, 
can cause sericus law and order problems within 
Canada in due course o f  time. Terror outfits have 
played a major role in the m assive disruption o f  
life in Pakistan in the past few decades -  there 
too with political patronage to spite India. The 
recent inclusion o f  floats linked to the 1984 as­
sassination o f  Indira Gandhi at som e Khalistani 
roadshow s in C anada is a case in point. The 
Khalistanis were behind the Kanishka Airline 
bombing in 1985, which had killed som e 300 
passengers on Canadian soil. That was at the 
height o f  their separatist offensives in Punjab. 
Khalistanis are already vitiating life in Canada 
with their m assive involvem ent in drug and 
human-trafficking shady actions that help them 
fund their outfit.

Relations between Canada and India were ad­
ditionally strained now with Canada expelling 
an Indian dip om atic m ission s ta ff following 
allegations that the envoy played a role in the 
liquidation o f  a Khalistani separatist leader in 
Canada. India responded to the Canadian step 
with m ore seriousness. N ew  D elh i’s suspen­
sion on Thursday o f  the visa processing at its 
em bassy in Canada by c itin g  “operational" 
reasons, as also the retaliatory expulsion o f  a 
senior Canadian diplomat and an intelligence 
officer from New Delhi should send the right 
signals to Trudeau. Ind ia’s first priority is to 
protect national interests even as it may have 
adverse consequences vis-a-vis m igration o f  
people from here to Canada, which is happening 
on a substantially large scale from som e states 
at present.

What the public wants to 
hear from the legislators

By Patricia M ukhim

L etters  to  the E d ito r

O verw helm ed  
by vehicles; 
p e d es trian s  

ignored
Editor,
I wish to express m y deep 

conccrn about iIk  increas­
ing m enace o f  vehicles oc­
cupying alm ost every inch 
o f  the  road in oar b e au ti­
ful c ity  o f  Shillong. A s a 
resident who has witnessed 
the rapid growth o f  traffic, 
I feel c om pelled  to  draw  
attention to  the pressing is­
sue o f  pedestrian safety and 
convenience.

In recent times, the num­
ber o f  c ars , scooters, and 
other vehicles has risen sig­
nificantly. leading to severe 
congestion  on our streets. 
It lias become an everyday 
struggle for pedestrians to 
find a safe space io walk on 
the sidewalks, let alone cross 
the roads. This issue poses a 
serious threat to the safety 
o f  the elderly, children, and 
physica lly  challenged  in­
d iv id u a ls  w ho often  find  
themselves stranded amidst 
a  sea o f  vehicles.

Just rcecntly. on the m orn­
ing o f  A ugust 24.2023. near 
Anton Hall, a tragic collision 
in v o lv in g  a tw o -w h e eler 
occurred, underscoring the 
gravity o f  this concern. It is 
sad to note that tlv  Shillong 
Traffic Policc seem to be 
over-regulating schools, yet 
it could not prevert incidents 
like this. It is important for 
the Shillong Traffic Police 
to reevaluate and rc-regulate

the traffic situation during 
school hours.

The lack o f  designated  
p a rk in g  sp a ce s  a n d  u n ­
checked parking by vehicle 
ow ners further exacerbates 
the problem . This not only 
obstructs smooth traffic flow 
but also discourages people 
from  choosing  sustainable 
m eans o f  tra n s p o rt such  
as w alking o r cycling. A d­
ditionally . the situation  In 
Police Bazar, a popular com ­
mercial hub. is particularly 
dirc. The influx o f  vehicles 
has made it nearly im pos­
sible for pedestrians to  navi­
gate safely. T he oncc vibrant 
and bustling area has now 
turned into a chaotic mess, 
w ith vendors encroach ing  
onto w alkways and vehicles 
dom inating  the  rem aining 
space.

The question o f  shilling 
ve n d o rs  to  c re a te  a fu ll-
11 e d g e d  p e d e s tr ia n  /.one  
raises genuine  challenges. 
These vendors rely on this 
location for the ir livelihood, 
and any sudden relocation 
m igh t d is ru p t th e ir  d a ily  
e a rn in g s. S trik in g  a b a l­
an ce  b e tw ee n  c re a tin g  a 
p e d estria n -frien d ly  space  
and ensuring the livelihoods 
o f  these  vendo rs  requ ires 
carcfiil planning and coop­
eration between authorities, 
vendors, and the community. 
It's c rucial fo r o fficia ls to 
expedite  the ir e fforts and 
find creative solutions that 
p rio ritiz e  both pedestrian  
sa fe ty  a nd  th e  eco n o m ic  
w ell-being o f  local vendors. 
D elaying action could exac­
erbate an already precarious 
situation and hinder the city’s

O ur Assembly sessions are 
getting truncated by the year. 
On an average the Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly sits for 
not more than 20-25 days a 
year. In these 25 days much 
time is taken up by legislators 
that arc unable to communi­
cate their points cogently or 
have not briefed themselves 
adequately to  be able to make 
a meaningful speech without 
appearing apologetic. True 
that the O pposition has to 
raise pertinent questions from 
the Government which is in 
charge o f  the public purse but 
those questions must com e 
after adequate  inform ation 
has been gathered from the 
respective departments. The 
questioning is not an inquisi­
tion: it is a  m eans o f  seeking 
accountability. Wc the public 
need to  know  for instance 
the total am ount a llocated 
to  the Suite PW D in the last 
M DA G overnm ent (2 0 1 8 . 
2023): w here  tha t m oney 
has been d e p lo y e d ?  A nd 
w hat the outcom es arc! Wc 
need to  know if  any contrac­
tor has been blacklisted for 
roads that developed craters 
a fte r  o ne  heavy m onsoon  
shower. Wc need to know the 
name o f  the Executive Engi­
neer overseeing the horrible 
roads in Hast Jaintia Hills and 
whether the Government has 
taken any action against the 
person for giving a comple­
tion certificate for absolutely 
shoddy work. So far wc have 
not heard the issue o f  roads 
being taken up in  a serious 
enough m anner that would 
send shivers up the spine o f  
the PW D  m inister and  his 
engineer cohorts.

Wc the people would like 
to  know the timeline for the 
Shillong-Dawki road. Do we 
remember when the founda­
tion stone w as laid for the 
road? Meghalaya is infamous 
for tim e and  cost overruns 
in several projects including 
centrally funded ones. Isany- 
one ever held accountable? 
The reason why those in the 
ruling ports and government 
arc never pinned dow n for 
wrongdoing is because those 
in the Opposition did almost 
the sam e thing: com m itted 
the sam e se ts o f  im propri­
eties when they w ere in the 
governm ent and  therefore  
pointing a finger at anyone 
now could result in the trail 
leading back several years 
into the  past w hen things 
w ent amiss.

The second point is about 
the  in adequa te  su p p ly  o f  
d rink ing  w ater in several 
parts o f  Shillong o r the com ­
plete non-availability o f  w a­
ter in som e localitie s and

progress tow ards becoming 
a m ore pedestrian-friendly 
environm ent.

1 urge the  conccm ed au­
thorities to  take imm ediate 
m e asu re s  to  a d d re ss  th is  
issue. Im plem enting strict 
parking regulations, promot­
ing public  transporta tion , 
vendor m anagem ent, com ­
m u n ity  e n g a g e m e n t and  
creating dedicated pedestrian 
zones arc sonic crucial steps 
that could alleviate the prob­
lem. Furthermore, encourag­
ing  c itizcns to  adopt cco- 
fricndly modes o f  transport 
like cycling and carpooling 
can significantly reduce traf­
fic congestion and pollution. 
A s responsible citizens, wc 
m ust all contribute to m ak­
ing Shillong a safer, cleaner, 
and more pedestrian-friendly 
c ity. Collective cftorts will 
lead to positive changcs and 
help preserve the cssencc o f  
Shillong for future genera­
tions to  chcrish.

Yours etc., 
Pinky Lodh.

Via email

R es tr ic t e n try  
o f  heavy 

vehicles in 
re s id en tia l 

a re a s
Editor,
W hen those in charge turn 

a blind eye. trouble brews at 
an alarm ing pacc. T he seren­
ity  o f  Jhalupara Trenching 
Round Road in Shillong has 
continuously been disrupted

their dependence on water 
tankers for their w ater needs. 
H ow ever, th ii is not to  be 
Shillong-ccunc. Travelling 
to distant villages in Megha­
laya informs u s tha t w ater 
supply to cvciy home is still 
w ork in p rogress and  one 
w onders i f  the Ja l Jecvan  
Mission in Meghalaya can be 
completed before December
2023 bccausc by then the 
central government will be 
breathing down the neck o f  
the State Government. After 
a ll th is is a roastcr-stratcgy 
for BJP to win rural voters in

the 2024 elections.
True that the issue o f  up- 

g radation o f  N EIG RIH M S 
to an AIIMS equivalent was 
taken up by Congress legisla­
tor Ronnie Lyngdoh and he 
has touched up>n a sore point 
N FJG RlH M Shasbccn left to 
fall by the wayside with so 
many doctors having left for 
greener pastures. We ought to 
be grateful to the ones who 
arc sticking o i and continu­
ing  to  offe r iheir serv ices 
despite the many pitfalls and 
the non-availajility ofccrtain 
life-saving equipment. Many 
a pa tien t has c o m p lained  
that the em ergency care at 
NF.IGRIHMSis non-existent 
I f  one were to  fall ill beyond 
the O PD  hours and if  one is 
not a VIP then one has had 
it. Some o f  these complaints 
unfortunately Jon 't reach the 
D irector and as is our wont 
w c don 't pursue these m at­
ters to their logical end. Wc 
outsource th e n  to the dozen 
or so pressure groups waiting 
for an issue to fall into their 
laps so  they can occasionally 
flex their muscles.

T h e  M e g h a la y a  H ig h  
C ourt has been ou r saving 
grace taking up issues that arc 
within the realm o f  the execu­
tive  such as the horrendous 
traffic jam s ia this blighted 
city and the atrocious roads 
in East Jaintia H ills w hich 
conncct to  the Barak Valley 
in Assam. T h; Government 
needs to  fine ou t w ho the 
last contractors o f  the road 
were. True that the National 
H ighway 6  is not executed 
by the State Government but 
c onsidering  that the  Stale

in multiple ways. This prob­
lem arises from the unwar­
ranted entry and parking o f  
heavy  trucks, tu rn ing  th is 
peaceful thoroughfare into a 
cacophonous battleground o f 
inconvenience.

For the locals, this prob­
lem  has bc co m c  a d a ily  
ordea l, particularly  in the 
m o rn in g  w ken re s id e n ts  
with their vehicles find them­
se lves grappling  w ith  the 
road blockades causcd  by 
the "back and forth" pacing 
o f  the noisy and polluting 
trucks. Frankly speaking, the 
road, once a peaceful route, 
has now  become a bewilder­
ing maze o f  disorder.

W hat is most dishearten­
ing is the plight o f  residents 
o f  M aw bah  (B a ra p ath a r)  
a nd  N ongsohphoh  U pper 
M aw prein trying to escort 
the ir children to  school or 
those govcm ncni employees 
driving to their oftices. The 
residents are regularly held 
up on the Trenching Round 
R oad for fifteen  m inu tes  
to  ha lf  an hcur, som etim es 
even a  full hour. Many par­
ents regularly express their 
d istress a t missing school 
and returning home in d is­
appointm ent. Is the educa­
tio n  o f  o u r  c h ild ren  le ss  
im portan t than co llec ting  
revenue from polluting truck 
parking?

The situat on is worsened 
by  the  p rcscncc  o f  "tw o- 
w ay” entry and irresponsible 
parking o f  light cars on both 
sides o f  the road right up to 
TB Hospital Koad. It's nearly 
impossible for the residents 
o f  U pper M aw prcni a nd  
M awbah to drive past this

C h ie f  M in is te r  trav e ls  to 
Delhi every  w eekend w hy 
docs he not bring this mat­
ter to  the Surface Transport 
M inister. Nitin Gadkari? In 
Nagaland w hen RN Ravi was 
G overnor, he w ould regu­
larly supervise the Dimapur- 
K oliim a h ighw ay and  sort 
out matters related to delays 
due to land acquisition with 
Gadkari. And Gadkari always 
responded positively. C hief 
M in is te r  C o n ra d  S angm a 
needs to realise that a N II6 
is a link highway but large 
tracts o f  the highway passes

through Meghalaya.
The case o f  NEIGRIHMS 

is  p re tty  m uch  the  sam e. 
W hile N EIGRIHM S serves 
the entire region, it is located 
in Meghalaya and therefore 
the onus is on the C hief M in­
ister o f  Meghalaya to  push the 
Union Health Ministry for its 
improvement into an institu­
tion o f  excellence. But why 
only the CM ? O ther MLAs 
and the State I lealth Minister 
too can push for better, more 
e ffic ien t departm en ts  and 
doctors, better nursing care 
and enough funds to eater to 
the growing needs o f  patients 
that are growing by the day.

It is a sad commentary on 
ou r leg islators but m ost o f  
them are very constituency- 
centric. Very few rise above 
th e ir  co n s titu e n c ies  to  be  
s ta te  leade rs . I rec a ll th e  
Late PG M arbaniang who 
as Speaker berated a few o f  
his MLA colleagues for rais­
ing issues only pertaining to 
their constituencies. “ When 
will you graduate into a state 
leader?”  Marbaniang would 
literally roar. Alas! Other than 
the CM . no other MLA has 
risen to  the ranks o f  a State 
leader and I say this bccause 
o f  one  im p o rta n t reason . 
W hen C hief M inister Conrad 
Sangma declared to the World 
Bank honchos a t a  meeting 
in  M eghalaya H ouse Delhi 
in May 2023 that Meghalaya 
is ready to bccomc a 10 bil­
lion dollar economy, none o f  
the M LAs have asked him to 
qualify his statement and to 
point out the road-map to this 
ga llan t trajectory. Sangm a 
laid out his plans to the World

route in their light vchiclcs 
in the morning hours. Even 
m ore conccrning is the fact 
tha t a m b u lan c cs carry ing  
sick patients and mortuary 
vans with dead bodies also 
get caught up in these stifling 
traffic jam s. Do you know  
that only about 150 meters 
from Trenching Round Road 
is the State's renowned TB 
H ospital and Electric C re­
matorium?

M r Bhandari, an elderly 
resident o f  the village says 
that the entry o f  heavy trucks 
on this road at night, along 
w ith  th e ir  sh rill honk ing  
d isrup ts his sleep  entirely. 
A fter d a rk , va rious illicit 
activities happen here, some 
too unspeakable to mention. 
It's no longer safe for women 
and children to  be out after 6 
o 'clock in the evening.

W ith drug  peddlers and 
addicts roam ing freely, o f­
ten m outhing abusive  and 
obscene language, the oncc 
peaceful and academ ically 
conducivc environm ent o f  
the area  has been  ir rev o ­
cab ly  contam inated. Som e 
com plain that many shady 
deals com e through behind 
the trucks , a nd  ir re sp o n ­
s ib le  pedestrian s a re  a lso  
seen urinating without any 
shame. W ho should be  held 
accountable for this increas­
ing mess? W hy are the con- 
cem ed authorities keeping 
silent?

O n b e h a l f  o f  th e  a g ­
g rieved  residen ts o f  these  
neighborhoods, I sincerely 
draw  the urgent attention o f  
the D eputy Com m issioner, 
Superintendent o f  Policc o f  
East K hasi H ills , a nd  au-

B ank say ing  that one  key 
landmark initiative is Megha­
laya Enterprise Architecture 
P ro jec t (M eghE A ) w hich  
apparently is the first o f  its 
kind in any state. MeghEA al­
lows for an e-proposal system 
w hich w on an award at the 
U N-W SIS. In a democracy 
it is im portant for the  last 
person in the village to know 
w hat all this means. Frankly 
speaking most o f  us would 
not know  the implication o f  
M eghEAand who the critical 
stakeholders are. Should this 
not have been discussed in the 
A ssembly?

The C h ie f  M in ister  in ­
formed the World Bank that 
there a rc  cu rren tly  12 ex ­
ternally a ided projects with 
another II in the pipeline. 
T hese  p ro je c ts  a rc  w orth 
o v e r  Rs 10.000 c ro rcs  o f  
ex ternal funding  and  over 
Rs 2400 crore is a  loan from 
the World Bank. World Bank 
projects inciudc the M egha­
laya  In teg ra ted  T ransport 
Project (M IT P ). M eghala­
ya  C om m un ity -led  L and­
scape M anagem ent Project 
(CLLMP). Meghalaya Health 
System s Strengthening Proj­
ect (M H SS P). M eghalaya  
P rogram m e for A dolescent 
Well-being, Employment and 
Resiliencc(EM POWER). We 
arc dealing with a lot o f  acro­
nyms here and what bothers 
me as a  citizen o f  this state is
( I ) Is the World Bank going to 
do an independent monitor­
ing and audit to sec how the 
projects arc implemented (2) 
How arc the projects work­
ing on  the ground? (3) We 
have heard o f  CLLM P for a 
while now. Can the G overn­
ment show us the progress 
o f  this project? And which 
arc the target districts for the 
EMPOWER scheme? All the 
above needed to be  discussed 
threadbare in the Assembly 
sincc the public arc the real 
stakeholders and the Govern­
ment an iinplcmcntcr.

Ilie above is the problem 
w ith M eghalaya. Wc don ’t 
have MLAs that have the eali ■ 
bre to grill the suave CM  and 
his SMART team (nearly ev­
ery scheme is named Smart) 
and to  get them to tell tts the 
outcom es o f  these schemes 
every  6 m onths. L et 's  not 
forget that a loan must be re­
paid. Its not a freebie from the 
World Bank. And i f  the above 
schemcs arc implemented. I 
am curious to know how w c 
can become a 10 billion dollar 
economy. M r C hief Minister, 
would you care to give us a 
b rief  on this? Please call a 
p ress conference  o f  senior 
journalists. I prom ise to  be 
all cars!

thoritics o f  the Cantonment 
Board to treat this conccm  
with the utmost urgency. No 
ch ild ren  o r  you th s should 
be "exposed to a nasty en­
vironment”. It only goes to 
adversely pollute their mind­
se ts . C o n c ern e d  p a ren ts  
often wonry about their chil­
dren falling into the wrong 
com pany as peer influence 
ra n  'iign ifiran lly  i in pa cl a
you n g  p e rso n 's  b e h av io r  
and choices. W ill it not be a 
major "liability" o f  the state 
i f  our youth get into wrong 
habits in such an unhealthy 
environm ent?

T he immediate removal 
o f  truck parking facilities or 
the entry o f  the heavy vc­
hiclcs in residential areas is 
a must. It is the root cause o f  
all the troubles plaguing the 
lives o f  the residents o f  the 
area. Moreover, no vchiclcs 
should be a llow ed to  blare 
their hom s between 8 pm and
7 am. Ensuring the safety o f  
the residents and preserving 
a  peaceful environm ent in 
the "residential areas” must 
be the  g o v e rn m e n t's  top  
priority. T he future  o f  the 
younger generation should 
not be  "entangled” with the 
greed o f  some irresponsible 
adults.

Yours ctc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page arc  
the v iew s o f  the  w riters 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

The heading o f  the col­
um n, “ Arc tribal students 
incapablc o f  learning M ath­
e m atic s  & S c ie n ce ?"  by 
Patricia M ukhim (ST  Sep­
tem ber l>. 2023) h its real 
hard at the heart a nd  the 
mind too Just reading the 
caption o f the article makes 
one  quesiion i f  o u r  ind ig­
enous tribal students sutler 
from a mass deficiency in 
the A rtso f  M aths & Science. 
O ne agrc :s with the w riter 
that basic M aths & Science, 
a t least till Class 10. a re ad­
equate for one 's holistic edu­
cation. W : are indeed living 
in a technology-driven world 
and Math? & Scicncc have a 
role in out daily personal and 
professional lives.

In the early  l ‘)90s. the 
M aths te ac h c r  K h lic h ri-  
a t High School w as Babu 
(Late) Louis Sw cr, fondly 
add ressed  a s B u-L oa  by 
h is students. Books w ere 
written in English but most 
explanations w ere in  Pnar. 
Hnglish. with its gram m ar 
and multiple meanings o f  the 
same woni. can be one  diffi­
cult langiage. One memory 
that remains o f  the tcacher 
w as when he would depute 
some o f  his m ore advanced 
students to help the w eaker 
ones, in the post-class hours. 
He was humble enough to 
un d e rstan d  th a t pe rh a p s 
pecr-to-pecr learning, w ith­
out the fear o f  'pub lic ' hu­
m ilia tion , w as  b e tte r  for 
the  w eaker studen ts. T he 
result w as minim al failure 
in M aths in his classes. And 
no studcn: would ever forget 
the ration.il-minded Scicncc 
tcacher. s r  (pronounced as 
saar) Shakti. whose Scicncc 
c lasses were always full to 
the brim. To his annoyancc 
and also l is  happiness at the 
feedback, while asking ques­
tions o r giving replies in his 
classes, some o f  the students 
would often mimic h is thick 
South-lndian acccnted Pnar 
and English.

Finishing o f f  high school 
in Kiddies*Comer. Shillong, 
the writer has fond memories 
o f  the amazing M aths & Sci­
cncc teacher Late Ms Urmila 
B asu. At 10+2 (S c ience) 
in St A n th o n y 's  C o lleg e  
(SA C). Shillong, one recalls 
resp e ctfu lly  the  recen tly  
deceased Physics Professor. 
Bah Jam es Blah. He w as 
so good at sim plifying the 
c o n ce p ts  o f  P h y s ic s  tha t 
10+2 Scicncc students, from 
the neighbouring colleges 
in Laitumkhrah and Greater 
Shillong area, w ould actu­
a lly go for VIP recommen­
dations tc get a placc in his 
limitcd-scats Tuition classes. 
O f  course he alw ays had a 
soft corner for h is students 
front SAC. Due credit to  the 
late Professor for helping me 
secure distinction marks in 
Physics, and college-topping 
marks, at he  HSSLC exam i­
nation 20)0.

The first c riterion is for 
students hcm sclvcs to  de­
velop an interest in M aths
& Science (M & S): this can 
happen at the foundations 
o f  le arn in g  the  3 R 's  o f  
Reading. W riting and A rith­
metic. Next is for tcaehcrs 
to cncou 'agc  the  in te llec­
tua l de v elo p m e n t o f  the  
students in M &S. O ften. . 
good teachers can actually 
kindle the stu d e n ts ' in ter­
cut in the subjects and also 
perform well academically. 
Sadly, today tcaehcrs arc 
under im ense pressu re  to 
complete ihe syllabus within 
the acadcmic calendar. The 
end  result is  that students 
have ju s -, a basic  idea  o f  
most coiKcpts w ithout in- 
depth understanding o f  the 
subjects. Ultimately, the ap­
plication o f those concepts at 
the Board exam s, especially 
a t the National-level com ­
p e titiv e  exam s, becom es 
very d ifficu lt. O f  course , 
it 's  a not Ik  r story for those 
who can afford the fees o f  
the coaching factories and 
for-profit educational con­
sultants. Patricia M ukhim  
got it very right w hen she 
mentioned that our problem 
a s a socicty is that we don 't 
seek out tkosc who can moti­
vate our younger generation 
to break new paths and scalc 
new heights in M &S. O ne 
person that com es to mind 
is Bah Loniak Marbaniang. 
In 1980-SI. he  topped his 
course at the deemed univer­
sity Interrational Institute o f  
Population Sciences (UPS). 
M umbai a  one o f  its kind 
institution in the world, with 
accreditations to the United 
Nations a id  other top world 
universities. His professors 
at I1PS ealed  him for an oral

interview to verify his written 
marks. They were genuinely 
shockcd that a  tribal student, 
bom and raised in Mawngap. 
Khasi Hills, Meghalaya, could 
top the examination in spite o f 
the prcscncc o f  brilliant stu­
dents from other well-know n 
colleges and universities o f  
the country. As a Mathemat­
ics Professor at St. Anthony's 
College Shillong and later at 
NEHU. he had a reputation 
o f  z ero  failure  am ong his 
students. After a stint in our 
state's electoral politics and 
at 60-plus years o f  age. he 
finally earned his Ph.D. from 
IIPS in 2004.

A sa  socicty. it's important 
to inculcate the importance 
o f  Scicncc. Technology. En­
gineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) as not just subjects 
for the nerds o f  the class or 
for job-oriented professional 
courses. In St. A n thony 's  
C ollege  o f  the 2000s. the 
'cool* students were those 
who took up English Litera­
ture with the hipsters o f  Mass 
Communications Department 
rivalling them for attention. 
The Physical & Life S c i­
ences were at the other end 
o f  the cool spectrum. And 
C om m erce and  th e  Social 
Sciences were somewhere in 
dicmiddk:. No doubt a Liberal 
Arts education is important. 
However, in this era o f  the 
inter-disciplinary approach o f  
the National Education Policy 
2020, STEM  subjects with a 
tinge o f  Liberal Arts would 
enable a holistic education.

O ur former President and 
missile scientist Dr APJ Ab­
dul Kalam loved playing the 
vcena. And Maths & Science 
and Music do have a connec­
tion. In school, the tuning o f 
a fork is used as an example 
to  m easure  the  frequency 
o f  sound. There's a fable o f  
Pythagoras, o f  the famous 
triangle theorem, who discov­
ered a sim ple mathematical 
relationship between a black­
smith's hammcrand hammer­
ing sounds o f  harmony and 
discord. Hie ham m ers that 
produce harmony were those 
with masses that were exact 
ratios o f  one  another. The 
forgotten Transccndcntalist 
Margaret Fuller asserted diat 
all truth is comprised in music 
and mathematics.

The recent sticcess o f  the 
paisa vasool Chandrayaan-3 
M ission that landed in the 
south pole o f  die moon should 
be w ide ly  celebra ted . We 
achieved  w hat o the r very 
high-income countries failed 
The scientists o f  the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). w ith their passion 
and love o f  Space Technol­
ogy, should be given the same 
respect and adulation a s be­
stowed on other rockstars in 
the fields o f  sports, perform­
ing and fine arts, literature 
and politics. Perhaps, then, 
we will have an attitudinal 
changc tow ards the STEM 
subjects. The w orld's richest 
men like Elon Musk and Jeff 
Bezos would gladly part with 
a few millions oftheir billions 
o f  US Dollars to recruit these 
passionate ISRO scientists for 
their space-tech companies. 
Enough money is necessary 
but money is not everything. 
The ISRO scientists chose 
passion and a national duty 
towards their country.

L ooking  back a t o n e 's
graduation proccss in the
2000s and the possibilities 
o f  the NEP 2020 today, this 
writer would have taken up 
Mechanical Engineering with 
a minor in Business Econom­
ics. And perhaps, from fellow 
students, aspire to haw  a poer- 
to-pccr learning in Coding. 
And if  possible, as a hobby, 
try to steal a place in classes 
m eant for sports m edicine 
o r films and music studies. 
Alas!

We cannot just hope and 
pray fora better future for our 
children and grand-childrcn. 
STEM subjects as well as die 
Liberal Arts are important for 
the overall developm ent o f  
any child and youth. We owe 
our youth o f  today, a  good, 
wholesome and sound educa­
tion. It's about liv ing and prac­
tising die Fundamental Duties 
o f  our Constitution. I ts  about 
aspiring to  reach that heaven 
o f  freedom o f  Rabindranath 
Tagore. It's about India, diat 
is Bharat, being truly a devel­
oped nation by 2047.

PS: The writer's aipahil- 
it)■ in Maths Science wa* 

fo rm eda t Fr. Tome Memorial 
School, Jowai and cemented  
at Khhehriat High School, a 
Don tfosco Institution, h e m  
expressed are personal.

E m ail: dauni. roising@  
gnKiil.com

We ilte people would like to know the timeline 
fo r  the Shillong-Dawki road. Do we remember 

when the foundation .stone was laid fo r  the wad.? 
Meghalaya is infamous fo r  time and cost overruns 
In several projects Including centrally funded ones. 

Is anyone ever held accountable?



T H E  SH IL L O N C  T IM E S. S H IL L O N G . SATURDAY. S E P T E M B E R  23. 2023 (SIX )

Of Hypocrites 
and the Satanic

“ Anytim e y o u  su ffer a  setback  
o r disappointment, p u t y o u r  h ea d  down  

and p lo w  ahead.”
—  L c !> B io w  ii

T h e  S h illong  T im es
V..|N..:I \ \  N.. M vllll I IIM ..S 'II k d w m  imi vim k

C ase  o f  th e  lan d le ss  tr ib a l
THE issue o f  land evokes different em otions 
in different people. For the affluent land is an 
investm ent and a surety for the future. T hey  gift 
land to their olT-springs who in turn will acquire 
m ore land for their children. And this practice 
continues and has continued for as long as we 
can remember.The Khasi-Jaintia com m unity has 
never given any thought to the possibility that 
land as a finite resource would one day  create 
an angst and would be the cause o f  a  divide 
betw een those ow ning hectares o f  land and the 
grow ing num ber o f  landless w ho today live in 
rented accommodation despite being indigenous 
to the state.The sense o f  com m unity has given 
way to crass individualism.

One o f  the few statesm en that M eghalaya has 
seen w as BB Lyngdoh, w ho during his ch ie f 
m inistership had proposed a cadastral survey 
that w ould  bring all land under the m odem  
revenue system. Above all, a cadastral survey 
w ould inform  as to w ho owned how m uch land 
and possibly lead to land reform s that w ould en ­
sure a  land ceiling beyond which a person would 
not be able to buy m orc land. T his might have 
brought in an ecosystem o f  ju s tice  and equity 
in a  tribal com m unity where a large num ber o f  
fam ilies no longer have access to com m unity 
land bccausc those have, over time, been con­
verted to private land. It is instructive that the 
VPP M LA. Ardent Basaiaw m oit should raise 
this issue now. He could have raised it when he 
w as an MDC. Frankly the ADCs have a greater 
onus o f  curtailing the land greed o f  a  few and 
ensuring equitable distribution o f  land am ongst 
the com m unity members. But alienation o f  land 
has happened under the watch o f  the Councils 
which raises the question as to w hether they 
arc fulfilling their constitutional duties o f  safe­
guarding the land rights o f  the tribal community, 
especially  the poor w ho should have access 
to com m unity and. O ver decades the refrain 
trotted when it comes to acquiring land for any 
institution o r  for roads and  highw ays is that land 
belongs to the ‘people.’ W ho those people are is 
not known. Lard-ow ning people today are the 
affluent am ong tribals. A bout 76%  o f  the indig­
enous tribals o f M eghalaya are landless.

U nfortunately the concerns raised by m any 
today is a one-point agenda o f  land alienation 
to non-tribal entities. W hat the rich tribal is tak­
ing aw ay from his/her fellow  tribal seem s to be 
o f  no  concern. Why docs the VPP not dem and 
a cadastral survey now  and stick to their guns 
until that goal is m et? That w ould be the greatest 
favour they can do  for the poor w ho they claim 
to represent.

Wearing 
patriotism on 

our sleeves
B yA nirban  Bhattacharyya

W h ith e r  
C o n se rv a tio n  

in  M eg h a la y a?
Editor,
T he ed itorial “Tackling 

m ob violence" (ST Septem ­
b er 21. 2023) raises many 
o th e r  is su e s . T he B ritish  
w ere intelligent enough to 
crcate  and conserve b iod i­
versity. A key biodiversity 
a re a  o f  259 .29  sc. km  o f  
Reserved Forest in Narpuh 
Block I and Block II is the 
p rim a ry  fo re s t rem ain ing  
in M eghalaya and  w as es­
tablished in June 1909 and 
M arch  1918 respectively . 
Both the blocks o f Narpuh 
a re  part o f  the Reserv ed l-'or­
est in Jaintia H ills and the 
W orking Plan for this forest 
w as approved for a period 
o f  ten years from  2013-14 
to 2022-23 by T he M inistry 
o f  Environment an J Forests 
and C lim ate Change. North 
East Regional Office, G ov­
ernm ent o f  India. Shillong. 
D uring the  m id-term  rev i­
sion o f  the approved working 
plan initiated in July 2018. 
the area o f  Narpuh Block 11 
got reduced by 59.90 sq.km 
as Narpuh Wildlife Sanctu­
a ry  w as  n o tif ie d  o n  10th 
June 2014.

The editorial has raised a 
very pertinent question, “ Is 
it eco log ica lly  feasib le  to 
have seven to eight cement 
com pan ies  in  one  d is tric t 
o f  the State? How d id  the 
c c m c n t c o m p a n ie s  m a n ­
age  to  get the ir clearances 
from the Union Ministry o f  
E nv ironm en t a nd  F o rests  
and w ho actually conducted

the  env ironm en ta l im pact 
assessm ent which qualified 
these  com panies to set up 
shop so  close  to a  w ildlife 
sanctuary"?". W hen m oney 
talks there will be no resis­
tance  and  in  fac t gu llib le  
and  poverty ridden people 
have nothing to  lose but are 
contented w ith crum bs not 
knowing what is degradation 
o f  environm ent and  its c on ­
sequences. T he main threat 
to Narpuh prior to 2004 w as 
encroachm en t (settlem en t 
a nd  a g ric u ltu re), hun ting , 
poaching, jhum  cultivation, 
illegal felling o f  trees, speed­
ing vehicles, pollution from 
m otor vehicles on National 
H ighw ay  6  fo rm erly  NH 
44  th a t c o n n ec ts  A ssa m . 
M izoram  and Tripura w ith 
the rest o f  India. A num ber 
o f  a n im als  a re  c rushed  to 
death by  speeding vehicles. 
E arlier, som e forest a re as 
o f  N arpuh and nearby areas 
w ere destroyed m ainly due 
to  betelnu t p lan ta tion , for 
jh u m  cultiva tion , o rchards 
(m ainly o ranges), and fire­
w ood collection.

T h e  N a rp u h  W ild lif e  
Sanctuary (59.90 Sq K m ). 
East Jaintia I (ills District w as 
notified on June 10. 2014 is 
the only large tract o f  pristine 
forest left in Jaintia H ills as 
w ell as the eastern part o f  
M eghalaya. T his area  has 
som e o f  the tallest evergreen 
and  sem i-evergreen forests 
left in M eghalaya. T he Sanc­
tuary is also home to many 
S c h e d u les  I sp e c ie s  such 
as Hoolock gibbon. Serovv. 
S low  Io n s. I’icd H om bill. 
Leopard etc. T he favourable 
c lim ate w ith rich vegetation 
offers a  good habitation o f

W ith  th e  e a g e rn e s s  to 
learn  m ore  about the idea  
o f  freedom . I a lso  w atched 
the Cam pus Talk on freedom 
o f  e x p re s s io n , h o s te d  by 
a local m edia person. T he 
cam pus talk centered around 
the rcccnt show cause notice 
against the particular Head 
o f  G overnm en t Schoo l in 
W est Ja in tia  H ills D istrict, 
fo r a lleged ly  a llow ing  the 
students to play and  dance 
to  the  tune  o f  an elec tion  
song  "H a U Prah." Taking 
for granted that the Head o f  
the Institution had violated 
certain  governm ent norm s, 
perhaps it is  highly unlikely 
that action will be initialed 
against the person fo r fear 
o f  public outrage due to the 
popularity o f  the song.

It will be hypocritical on 
the part o f  the Government 
not to take any action if  rules 
a re  violated. Nonetheless, in 
the recent past in M eghalaya 
ru les  a rc  b la tan tly  flou ted  
and law  and order vitiated 
by both State and non-state 
actors and in m any instances 
the G overnm ent had failed 
the citizens and was not able 
to  m aintain the rule o f  law 
for the fear o f  reprisal by the 
majority. However, the funda­
mental premise o f  freedom is 
to let everyone live in pcacc 
and prosperity. At the same 
tim e w e m ust not succum b 
to a popular and completely 
w rong notion tha t law  and 
order o r for peace to prevail 
w e  have  to  depend  on the 
happ iness  o f  the majority. 
Popularity is not divine, and 
that a strong government and 
progressive society is marked 
by the will to act against the 
unfounded  o p in io n  o f  the 
m ajority . To the  e x ten t o f  
refusing to act a t the diktat o f  
the popular majority and the 
recent research had brought 
to  ligh t tha t ev en  in  N azi 
G erm any, there  w ere  G er­
man Police from  H am burg 
C ity under the Reserve Policc 
B attalion 101 w ho refused 
to follow the orders o f  their 
superiors to kill the Jews.

Learning and debating on 
freedom, censorship, societal 
o r religious norms et al are no 
small n a tte rs  and it is impor­
tant that we continue the dis­
course as these matters shape 
and mould our world views 
and guide us in our day to day 
dealings. Curtailing freedom 
o f  expression, artistic o r oth­
erw ise and behaviour control 
a re  not anathema in M egha­
laya. There had been orders 
issued by the State with the

the area  to support a  w ide 
variety o f  w ild, endangered 
flora and fauna, the Sanctu­
ary  is endowed w ith a  rich 
diversity  and abundance o f  
wildlife.

U ntil recently  on ly  few 
studies have been conducted 
to  explore the fauna diver­
sity  in the Sanctuary. In the 
year 1996-98. a study w as 
conducted by the Zoological 
Survey o f  India, the first at 
such survey for the district, 
a s  per the  report there a re
25 species o f  birds. 61 spe­
c ie s  o f  m am m als, 16 spe ­
c ies  o f  Reptiles, 74 species 
o f  fishes and 15 species o f  
A m phib ians. In 1999. Dr. 
A nvvarruddin  C h o u d h u ry  
subm itted the interim report 
o f  wildlife survey in Jaintia 
H ills , acco rd ing  to  which 
there a rc  m ore than 120 spe­
c ies  o f  mammals. In 2016- 
2017. the Department with 
Dr Rajkam ai Gosw am i from 
A shoka Trust for Research 
in Ecology &  Environment 
(A T R E E) had  c a rried  ou t 
fauna survey in the sanctu­
ary  using cam era trap, as per 
the study 92 species o f  binls, 
35 species o f  m ammals and 
199 species  o f  bu tte rflies  
w ere  reco rded . A bout 92 
species o r b irds have been 
recorded so far. Among the 
notew orthy species recorded 
so  far includes. Oriental Pied 
Hornbill. G iant o r G reat Pied 
H om bill. Spangled Drongo, 
R u fous-th roated  P a rtridge  
etc.

T h e  s a n c tu a r y  h a s  a 
n u m b e r  o f  sm a ll n u lla s . 
stream s ctc. which harbour 
a rich variety o f  butterflies. 
Dr.Rajkamal G osw am i dur­
ing his studies in the sanctu-

in tcn tion  to  stop and  even 
ban art expressions, movies, 
m usic  c tc . R ecen tly  b o th  
the Government and society 
found the following artistic  
expressions tc be threats to 
both and hence the ban w as 
pronounced. These are: (i) In 
2006 the Meghalaya Cabinet 
banned the nwvie the Dav- 
inci C ode and ironically no 
film critic was present in the 
Cabinet, ( ii) In 2013 Tarun 
Bhartiya and Sanjay K ak's 
Red A nt Dream w as troubled 
by the City Pol cc  and was nol 
screened during the Indie 8 
film festival al St Anthony's. 
S h illong  ( iii)  In the  2015 
edition o f  NH 7 Weekender 
som e religious group (s) ob­
jected to Mcgadeth perform­
ing at the m use festival, (iv) 
In Shillong, tle re  exists this 
loud noise w hi;h  vehemently 
objects to thrash metal music 
and  people vvio a rc  associ­
a ted  w ith it arc som etim es 
considered and condem ned 
as satanic.

In 2014 there w as public 
d iscourse  on  the e ffec ts o f  
thrash metal baids on society 
and it w as painful to listen to 
the stories o f  som e talented 
m usicians who played metal 
songs a s they had to go un­
derground out o f  fear. Even 
nippers were forccd to  stop 
midway during their perfor­
m ance and ridiculed by gov­
ernment officials in the music 
event held in the outskirts o f  
the city. O nce I w as baffled 
w h e n  I heard  a  p re a c h e r  
w ho  p rcachcJ again st the 
so n g . H o te l C a lifo rn ia  o f  
the  Band Eagles, a s being 
satanic and during the 1980s 
there w as this satanic panic 
about the pernicious impact 
o f  rock music on the youth, 
especially in America, where 
evangelical p-eachcrs w ent 
overboard to denounce rock 
m usic for ca ts ing  havoc to 
the youths. A bo . John Lcnon 
w as condcmneJ as anti-Christ 
for his oil-hand remark that 
the Beatles are more popular 
than Jesus, w hich a lso  led 
to protest and death threats. 
Such panic a rd  demonising 
o p in io n s  against som e  o f  
th e  renow ned  pe rfo rm in g  
artists o f  the Universe also 
reverberated across the Khasi 
H i I Is during the penetration o f  
American Evangelicalism. In 
fact John Lcnnon w as anti­
w ar and  strongly opposed  
violence and his songs bore 
testim ony to  that.

a ry  has recorded around 91 
species o f  butterflies. Som e 
o f  the  bu tterflies a rc  very 
rare w hich can b e  locaicd 
only in the sanctuary. It can 
b e  stated thal the sanctuary 
is  exceptiona.Iy rich in but­
terfly diversity.

The A sian Leaf Tule (cy- 
c lcm is  d en ta te ) , a  rep tile  
know n as te>tudincs w ere  
recorded in P rangand Lukha 
rivers. T he copper headed 
T rinket Snak;. Red-necked 
K cc lb a ck . m on ito r lizard  
and  species o f frog (Kaloula 
sp p .)  have  been recorded  
from  the region. The C om ­
m on Varanus ben galensis. 
w ater m onitors. Rock Py ­
thon. King Cobra. Com mon 
C obra. Banded krait. C om ­
m on k ra it. Com m on v in e  
snake, g reen  pit v ipe r and 
reticulated python have also 
been recorded.

A ccording to the  study 
conductcd by R. Eugene La- 
m are and O.F. Singh o f  De­
partm ent o f  Hnvironmcntal 
Studies. N orii-Eastcm  Hill 
U niversity a rd  Departm ent 
o f  Environment and Tradi­
tional E cosystem s. M artin 
L u the r C h ris tian  U n iv e r­
sity. Shillong in 2013 titled. 
"Com parison o f  various soil 
p h y s ic o -c h e n ic a l pa ra m ­
e ters,"  revealed that cem ent 
dust cm anatirg  from ccm cnt 
p lants has changcd the soil 
qua lity  in  th.' surrounding 
areas o f  cement plants. The 
norm al soil pll in the area 
is  ge n e ra lly  acid ic . H ow ­
ever. due to ihe continuous 
d eposition  o f cem ent dust 
soil p t l  w as tound  slightly 
a lk a lin e  near the  ccm cnt 
plants. The higher values o f  
soil parameters such a s elec-

O n the issue that ccrtain 
songs o r art expressions are 
satanic and the satanic con­
ccpt per sc have com e about 
because  w e are a  Christian 
dom inated  socicty  and  for 
tw o centuries w e have been 
in form ed s ig n ific an tly  by 
the Bible and  C hristian lit­
era tu res o f  various strands. 
Critically speaking, satan or 
satanic being is foreign to our 
indigenous e thos and it is a 
Christian import. On the other 
hand, the Khasi conccpt o f  ”u 
ksuid u khrei" (evil character 
o r  being) is not equivalent 
to  the concept o f  satan. But 
it cannot be denied that for 
generations the word satan 
has been loosely translated 
a s  "u ksuid" in  K hasi and  
unfortunately ou r ancestors 
w ho w ere adherents o f  pri­
mal o r indigenous faith were 
b randed  a s  "ki nongm anc 
ksu id” o r evil w orshippers 
and children o f  darkness.

Briefly, the Khasis under­
stand ”u ksuid u  khrei" a s  a 
force o r pow er w hich causes 
obstruc tion  to dom estic  or 
communal progress o r  which 
causes sickness o r calam ity 
in  the family o r community. 
They also believe in "u  ryn- 
gkew  u basa” o r  the guard­
ians o r  p ro tec to rs  o f  land 
and  in  retributive ju stice  or 
"ka nongkylliang" or ”ka 'la 
pakhot”. w hereby one  has to 
face the sam e fate o r  harm 
which he/she has caused to 
others . T herefore, prayers, 
in te rc e s s io n s , r itu a ls  and 
sacrifices play a m ajor role 
to  p rev e n t ind iv idual (s )/ 
fam ily  (s )  and  com m unity  
from  impending calam ities, 
obstructions and sicknesses. 
W ith  the  adv an c em e n t o f  
higher education, especially 
scientific know ledge, much 
o f  our human predicam ents 
and buixlens have been eased 
out. However, an evil force is 
taking a  new shape and comes 
in ihe form o f  new policies 
to  deny  c itizens a nd  poo r 
people access to basic health 
care, decent livelihoods and 
education.

In Hebraic cpistemology, 
Satan is the accuser and oc­
curs several times throughout 
th e  H ebrew  B ib le . In  h is 
K hasi B ib le  com m en tary . 
Rev Fa the r Sngi L yngdoh 
defines Satan as one o f  the 
servants o f  G od and is not an 
evil being, w ho w orked for 
G od o r rather he w as a  tool 
w hich G od uses to test and

trical conductivity  and bulk 
d ensity  w ere  a lso  no ticcd  
near the cement plants. The 
low er values o f  w ater hold­
ing capacity , soil m oisture 
content, soil organic carbon 
a nd  total n itrogen  conlcn t 
w ere found com pared to the 
control sites.

The cffect o f  cem ent dust 
deposition on soil is more in 
a reas nearer to  the cement 
plants. At present the chang­
es may not be  so  serious but 
i f  this trend continues, soil 
p ro p e r tie s  o f  a vast a rea  
a ro u n d  the  ccm c n t p lan ts  
a re  likely to changc leading 
to  multiple effects on flora, 
fauna and  soc io -econom y  
o f  ihe area" . T he area  has 
the m axim um  lim estone de­
posits in the state o f  M egha­
laya follow ed by Khasi Hills 
a nd  G aro  H ills . E xtensive  
e x p lo ita tio n  o f  lim estone  
in the area started in 2004 
a fte r  establishm ent o f  sev­
era l cem ent m anufacturing 
plants. At present, there are 
eleven cement plants already 
established. Currently, these 
a re  p redom inantly  the m a­
jo r  consum ers o f  limestone 
resources in M eghalaya. All 
these  cem en t p la n ts  w ere  
found to be  located within 
an area o f  less than 10 sq.km 
w hich is equivalent to  17% 
o f  the area  o f  N arpuh W ild­
life Sanctuary.

it is s trange that the Jain­
tia  H ills A utonom ous Dis­
trict C ouncil, the custodian 
and keeper o f  land and  its 
resources under Sixth Sched­
ule converted the area into 
p r iv a te  p roperty , h q u a lly  
strange is how  Star Cem ent 
ow ns more than 200 hectares 
(2 Sq.km ) and how 10 sq.km

prosecu te  those  w ho w ent 
against G od 's law s. T here­
fore. the accuser is a  jo b  de­
scription rather than a proper 
noun and the accuser's jo b  is 
toconfront and challenge the 
unworthiness o f  humankind. 
T he accuser is essentially the 
prosecutor before the Court o f  
Yahwch. The concept o f  Sa­
tan has evolved over the m il­
lennia since the post Biblical 
Judaism and in m odem world 
it has also reared its racial 
underpinning that everything 
w hich is b lack is  ev il and  
more so  red. brown, tribal or 
primitive and the global south 
w ere characterised as heathen 
and godless region.

Freedom is crucial for our 
civilization and one must not 
condone violence, hatred or 
any  ac t w hich w ill lead to 
destruction o f  socio-political 
fab ric . O n  th e  o the r hand 
the society must also move 
with (lie linics and adapt u> 
the changes, lest the society 
will be doing violence by its 
rigidity  and regrcssivcness. 
Let me recall a  conversation 
with the group o f  musicians 
in town. This group belongs 
to  the genre o f  thrash metal 
a nd  had  the ir  m usic video  
shot in a cemetery. This music 
video w as objected to  by a 
scction o f  conservatives w ho 
a lso  adm onished the group 
a s  satanic worshippers. But 
their story is ju st the opposite, 
they are not satanic followers 
and neither the stings nor Ihe 
video contained any satanic 
elem ents. In fact, they pen 
and sing songs w hich are re- 
lalablc lo politics and society. 
Through ihe music video they 
w anted  to share  the ir  idea 
with ihe society at large that 
the graveyard is another space 
which is present among hu­
m an habitation and is a  space 
w h ich  rep rese n ts  s e re n ity  
am idst the din o f  city life.

N ow  that ih e  V oice o f  
People  P arly  has issued  a 
disclaim er thal the Prah song 
is nol the official song o f  Ihe 
party, il can well be opined 
tha l the  show -causc  is  r i­
diculous. Be thal a s it may. 
the question slill remains as
lo whether w e are a tolerant 
society. H cncc. we need to 
ask w hoever com es to power 
i f  they are  com m itted to de­
fend freedom without preju­
d ice? O r w ill they continue 
the p o litics o f  d isa llow ing  
freedom  o f  expression and 
hate opinion (s) which they 
dislike and w hich offend the 
majority?

o f  land where ihese cement 
factories are located can be 
ow ned  by non-ind igcnous 
people defying the M egha­
laya L and  T ransfer A ct. Ii 
is ironic that value addition 
o f  M eghalaya lim estone is 
now  taking place elsew here 
in Sonapu r in  A ssam  and  
M o h itn ag a r  in J a lp a ig u ri 
D istr ic t (n ea r  S iligu ri)  in 
W est Bengal.

As regards tackling mob 
v io lence , the less sa id  the 
better. But it is  im portan t 
to  point out a s  a  civ ilised  
citizcn that w hen a m ob is 
on  a  ram page. Ihe police are 
responsible for maintaining 
law  and order and ensuring 
public  safely. T he prim ary 
objective is to protect lives 
a nd  property, p revent v io ­
lence and  restore  peace  in 
affected areas rather than to 
b e  in a bind because o f  ihe 
tussles p rovoked by internal 
rivalries. It is Ihe jo b  o f  Ihe 
policc lo deploy additional 
forces, use non-lethal force, 
arrest and detention, imposi­
tion o f  curfew  and  coordina­
tion w ith other agencies o f  
the  C en tra l A rm ed Police  
Forces as and w hen the situ ­
a tio n  arises . T he ed ito rial 
has rightly pointed ou t that 
“ they  canno t appease  any  
politician o r political parties 
o r  the government o f  the day. 
T he m ob cannot be  a llow ed 
to  n in  amok."

Yours etc..
By VK Lyngdoh 

Shillong

A rticles and  letters ap ­
pearing  on th is  page  arc  
the v iew s o f  the  w riters 
a u th o rs  a n d  no t th a t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

India ju st pulled off' the 
ultim ate magic trick: land­
ing on lie  dark side o f  the 
moon. B.it. Pink Floyd didn't 
roll out he psychedelic red 
carpet as promised. We did 
it. and ai a price tag so low. 
it makes you w onder i f  w e 
b o rrow ed som e spend ing  
lips from Ihe stale o f  Kerala 
w here ir the first 9 days o f  
O nani the people o f  K erala 
spent 665 crorc  on  ju st alco­
hol alone. Com e to think o f  
it Kerala could have funded 
ou r M oon Mission! Take a 
bow. India: w e've  reachcd 
ihe pinnacic o f  c ivilisation

-  space  trave l. N atura lly , 
w c Indians cam c together 
a s w e are oft to  do during 
such m cm cntous events in 
sp ite  o f  o u r  c aste , c reed , 
stale, religious differences, 
la n g u a g e s  a n d  g a th e re d  
a round , o u r  Indian chests 
puffed with pride, and threw  
a nationwide party. But let's 
c u t lo  the chase , has a ny ­
thing really changcd in India 
since wc go t over our spacc 
euphoria?

W ell, in  the past w eek, 
it seem s w e've had a  surge

in vigilante a ttacks on m i­
norities and  hate incidents 
in seveix.l stales. It's like w e 
celebrated ou r moon land­
ing  by taking a giant leap 
backward. O r N othing has 
changcd. after all.

In R ish ik c s h , U tta ra ­
khand. tie  Hindutva Devb- 
h o o m i R a k sh a  A b h iy a n

w ent on  a  dem olition  de r­
by. sm ash ing  tw o M uslim  
mazars to bits w hile chanting 
"Jai Shri R am ." Som eone 
e ven declared. "All the dead 
in  these m azars a rc  getting 
evicted.'

In Ullar Pradesh's Shah- 
j a h a n p i r ,  le a d e rs  o f  Ihe 
A ntarashtriya  H indu Pari- 
shad  decided  lo  do  som e 
tem p le  lo pp ing , de m an d ­
ing I he G yanvapi m osque's 
transformation into a  Hindu 
temple. Down in Karnataka's 
D od d ab a lla p u ra , Pram od 
M uthalik. leader o f  the Sri 
Ram Sena, decided to  give 
a stirring hale spcech, target­
ing M uslim sand threatening 
intcrfaitli lovebirds. Because 
w ho needs tractors, books, or 
pens when you  can w orship 
sw ords, right?

In th ; n a tio n 's  c ap ita l. 
H indutva s in g e r K anhiya  
M ittal d;clnrvd a holy w ar 
a gainst the C hristian  re li­
g ion. saying if  you  meet a 
Father, remind them who is

the grandfather! The crow d 
loved it, naturally.

O h . a n d  in  c a s e  y o u  
thought ou r education sys­
tem  w as safe, ihink again. 
Tripta  T yagi. a icaehcr in 
M uzzafam agar. encouraged 
Hindu boys to g ive M uslim 
students a  lesson in violence. 
She  c la im cd  sh e  c ou ldn 't 
do  it h e rse lf  because  o f  a 
se lf-p rocla im ed  handicap. 
G o figure!

And the cherry on top o f  
nothing has changcd story? 
"The K ashm ir Files" w in­
ning a N ational Award for 
Best Film on N ational Inte­

gration. It's alm ost like they 
m eant "National D isintegra­
tion." G ood one. Juiy!

M e anw h ile . M a n ip u r 's  
b e e n  b u r n in g  fo r  f o u r  
m o n th s , bu t ihe  n a tional 
media and leaders seem  to 
th ink  i t 's  pa rt o f  a n o th e r  
galaxy. The A rchbishop o f  
Imphal reports 249 churches 
w ere destroyed in  36 hours 
du ring  the  vio lence . "W c, 
the People o f  India" seem s 
like  a  d istan t m em ory, a s  
religion, sta le  identities, and 
caste politics continue their

celestial tango.
But fear not! T he heroes 

o f  the opposition have united 
under the banner o f  I.N.D.I.A 
(The Indian National D evel­
opmental InclusivcAlliancc) 
to take on the N DA Govt led 
by BPJ in Ihe 2024 elections. 
A rc they the true cham pions 
o f  ou r secular republic, o r

ju st another star in the politi­
cal constellation? O nly time, 
and  p e rh a p s  a  te lesco p e , 
will tell.

Congress President Mal- 
likarjun K hargc  says they 
aim  to pro tec t dem ocracy, 
promote w elfare, and coun­
ter w hatever ideology they 
think is threatening the idea 
o f  India. F ingers c rossed , 
folks!

In the end. let's ponder a 
cosm ic conundrum : w hy do 
w e m easure ou r patriotism 
by random  events, ignoring 
our religious and  social dif­
ferences? Perhaps it's time 
w e m aintained this National 
identity and  cam araderie in 
our everyday lives. O r  m ay­
be, ju s t maybe, it is ju st the 
old moon and  a  new shuttle. 
Beam us up. Scotty!

(Anirban B hattm haryya  
is a  bestselling author, Cre- 
a to r -P ro d u c e r  o f  th e  T V  
sh o w  S a v d h a a n  Ind ia , a  
stand  up com edian a n d  an  
actor)

“In  the nation s  capital.
H indutva singer Kanhiya M ittal 
declared  a  ho ly w ar against the  

Christian religion, saying  i f  y o u  m eet 
a  Father, rem ind  them  who is the grandfather! 

The crow d  lo ve d  it. naturally. ”

In Rishikesh. Uttarakhand, the Hindutva  
Dcvbhoomi Raksha Abhiyan went on  a 

dem olition derby, sm ashing two Muslim  
mazars to bits w hile chanting "Jai Shri Ram. ” 
Som eone even declared. "A ll the d ea d  in these 

m azars are getting  evicted. ”
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Fashion 
with a 

purpose!

E c o - f r i e n d ly  f a s h io n  im p l i e s  m a k in g  s u s ­
t a in a b le  c h o ic e s  in  a w o r ld  d r iv e n  by  fa s t -  
p a c e d  tr e n d s  a n d  d i s p o s a b le  c lo th in g .  B u t 

th e n  th e  te rm  " s u s ta in a b l e  f a s h io n "  i t s e l f  i s  an  
o x y m o r o n .

A s d e f in e d  in  C a m b r id g e  D ic t io n a r y ,  'f a s h ­
io n ' m e a n s  a  s ty le  th a t  is  p o p u la r  a t  a p a r t i c u la r  
l im e ,  a n d  on  the  o th e r  h a n d , 's u s t a i n a b le ' m e a n s  
a b le  to  c o n tin u e  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  t im e .  D e s p i te  
t h i s  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,  th e  n o t io n  o f  b e in g  f a s h i o n ­
a b le  w h ile  e m b ra c in g  s u s t a in a b i l i t y  is  n o t  o n ly  
p o s s ib l e  b u t  a ls o  i n c r e a s in g ly  e s s e n t i a l  in  o u r  
m o d e rn  so c ie ty .

c o n v e n t io n a l  o n e s .

B u y  S e c o n d - H a n d
T h r i f t i n g  a n d  s h o p p in g  a t  v in ta g e  s to r e s  n o t 

o n ly  r e d u c e s  w a s t e  b u t  a l s o  g iv e s  c l o th in g  a 
s e c o n d  l i f e .  Y ou c a n  f in d  u n iq u e , p r e - lo v c d  ite m s  
th a t  c o n t r i b u t e  to  a m o re  s u s t a in a b le  f a s h io n  
c y c le .

S u p p o r t  S u s t a i n a b l e  B r a n d s  
T h e r e  i s  an  i n c r e a s in g  tr e n d  o f  b r a n d s  th a t  

p r io r i t iz e  s u s ta in a b i l i t y .  O n e  sh o u ld  o p t  fo r  th e m  
a n d  s u p p o r t .  L o o k  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  l ik e  F a i r  
T r a d e . G O T S  ( G lo b a l  O rg a n ic  T e x t i le  S t a n d a rd ) ,  
o r  B C o r p  to  e n s u r e  e th i c a l  a n d  e c o - f r i e n d ly  
p r a c t ic e s .

Q u a l i t y  O v e r  Q u a n t i t y  
In v e s t  in  h ig h - q u a l i ty ,  t im e le s s  p ie c e s  th a t  w ill 

la s t  lo n g e r  in s t e a d  o f  f a s t  f a s h io n  tr e n d s . Q u a l i ty  
c lo th in g  o f te n  w i th s t a n d s  w e a r  a n d  t e a r  b e t te r ,  
r e d u c in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  f re q u e n t  r e p la c e m e n ts .

R e p a i r  a n d  U p c y c le  
I n s te a d  o f  d is c a r d in g  d a m a g e d  c lo th in g ,  le a rn  

b a s ic  s e w in g  s k i l l s  to  r e p a i r  o r  u p c y c le  th e m  
in to  s o m e th in g  new . T h is  c a n  p r o lo n g  th e  l i f e  o f  
y o u r  g a rm e n ts  a n d  r e d u c e  w a s t e  s a id  D r M u k c sh  
K w a tr a .  f o u n d e r  o f  S m il in g  T r e e  .

M in im is e  W a s h in g  
O v e r w a s h in g  c lo th e s  c a n  w e a r  th e m  o u t  f a s t e r  

a n d  c o n s u m e  m o re  w a te r  a n d  e n e rg y . O n ly  w ash  
y o u r  c lo th e s  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  o p t  f o r  c o ld  
w a te r  to  s a v e  e n e rg y .

E n e r g y - E f f i c i e n t  L a u n d r y

W h o  y o u  d o  w a sh  y o u r  c lo th e s ,  u s e  en e rg y *  
e f f ic ie n t  a p p l ia n c e s  a n d  e c o - f r ie n d ly  d e te r g e n t s .  
L in e  d r y in g  y o u r  la u n d ry  o r  u s in g  a d r y in g  rac k  
c a n  a ls o  s a v e  e n e rg y .

C a p s u le  W a r d r o b e  
C rc a ic  a c a p s u le  w a rd ro b e  w ith  a l im i te d  n u m ­

b e r  o f  v e r s a t i le  p ie c e s  th a t  m ix  a n d  m a tc h  w e l l .  
T h is  r c d u c c s  th e  n e e d  f o r  e x c e s s  c lo th in g  a n d  
s t r e a m l in e s  y o u r  s ty l e  c h o ic e s .

S u p p o r t  L o c a l  D e s i g n e r s  
S u p p o r t lo c a l  f a s h io n  d e s ig n e r s  a n d  a r t i s a n s  

w h o  o f .e n  p r o d u c c  o n  a s m a l le r  s c a le  a n d  m ay  
u se  e c o - f r ie n d ly  m a te r ia l s  a n d  p r a c t ic e s .

R e n t o r  B o r r o w  f o r  S p e c i a l  O c c a s io n s  
In s te a d  o f  b u y in g  fo rm a l o r  o c c a s io n a l  w e a r  

th a t  y o u 'l l  r a r e ly  u s e ,  c o n s id e r  r e n t in g  o r  b o r ­
r o w in g  th e s e  i te m s .  T h is  r e d u c e s  th e  d e m a n d  fo r  
s in g l e - n s e  g a rm e n ts .

E c o - F r i e n d l y  A c c e s s o r ie s  
C h o c s e  s u s t a i n a b l e  a c c e s s o r i e s  m a d e  f ro m  

r e c y c le d  o r  e c o - f r ie n d ly  m a te r ia l s ,  su c h  a s  c o rk , 
r c c la im c d  w o o d , o r  u p c y c lc d  m e ta l s .

E d u c a t e  Y o u r s e l f
S ta y  in fo rm e d  a b o u t  s u s ta in a b le  f a s h io n  tr e n d s

a n d  p r a c t ic e s .
A tte n d  w o r k s h o p s ,  r e a d  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s ,  

a n d  f o llo w  in f lu c n c c r s  a n d  b r a n d s  th a t  p r o m o te  
e c o - f r ie n d ly  f a s h io n .

B c in i; f a s h i o n a b le  a n d  s u s t a in a b le  i s  a b o u t  
m a k in g  m in d fu l  c h o ic e s  th a t  a l ig n  w ith  y o u r  p e r ­
s o n a l  s ty le  w h ile  c o n s id e r in g  th e  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  
a n d  e th ic a l  im p a c t  o f  y o u r  c lo th in g .  ( lA N S I i f e )

I n ip  sir t n n  E n v i r o n m e n t
T h e  f a s h io n  in d u s t ry  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  a s s o c i a te d  

w ith  a s ig n i f ic a n t  e c o lo g ic a l  f o o tp r in t .  I t 's  a le a d ­
in g  c o n t r i b u to ' to  p o l lu t io n ,  w a te r  c o n s u m p t io n ,  
a n d  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m is s io n s .  F o l lo w in g  a r e  
so m e  o f  th e  in d u s t r y 's  m o s t p r e s s in g  i s s u e s :

F a s t  F a s h io n
T h e  r i s e  o f  fast f a s h io n  h a s  le d  to  a n  a c c e l e r ­

a te d  p ro d u c tio n  c y c le ,  w h e re  c lo th in g  is  d e s ig n e d , 
p r o d u c e d , a n d  d is c a r d e d  r a p id ly .  T h is  c o n t r ib u te s  
to  m a s s iv e  a m o u n ts  o f  t e x t i l e  w a s t e .

R e s o u r c e  I n t e n s iv e
T r a d i t i o n a l  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  r e l i e s  h e a v i ly  

o n  w a te r ,  e n e rg y , a n d  c h e m ic a l s .  H u g e  a m o u n ts  
o f  e le c t r i c i t y  a nd  h e a t a r e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  c lo th  a n d  
g a r m e n ts  m a n j f a c tu r i n g .  M o st o f  th e  f a c to r ie s  
o p e r a te  in  a re a s  th a t  a re  l a r g e ly  d e p e n d e n t  on  
c o a l  f o r  p r o d u c in g  e n e r g y ,  c a u s in g  h u g e  g a s  
e m is s io n s .

P o l lu t i o n
D y e in g  a n d  f in i s h in g  t e x t i l e s  r e le a s e  h a rm fu l  

c h e m ic a l s  in to  w a te r w a y s ,  p o l lu t in g  e c o s y s t e m s  
a n d  e n d a n g e r in g  h u m a n  h e a l th .

W a s te
T h e  f a s h io n  in d u s t ry  g e n e r a te s  v a s t  a m o u n ts  o f  

w a s t e ,  f ro m  u n so ld  in v e n to r y  to  d is c a r d e d  c lo t h ­
in g , m u c h  o f  w h ic h  e n d s  up  in  la n d f i l l s .

G iv e n  th e s e  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  c h a l l e n g e s ,  th e  
f a s h i o n  in d u s t r y  is  u n d e r  in c r e a s in g  p r e s s u r e  
to  b e c o m e  e c o - f r i e n d l y  a n d  c m b r a c c  s u s t a i n ­
a b i l i ty .

R is e  t»f E c o - f r i e n d ly  F a s h io n
In  re c e n t  y e a r s ,  e c o - f r ie n d ly  f a s h io n  h a s  g a in e d  

tr a c t io n  a s  a r e s p o n s e  to  th e  in d u s t r y 's  e n v i r o n ­
m e n ta l  a n d  e th ic a l  c o n c e r n s .  E c o - f r i e n d ly  a n d  
s u s ta in a b le  f a sh io n  fo c u s e s  o n  m in im iz in g  h a rm  
to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t a n d  im p r o v in g  s o c ia l  c o n d i ­

tio n s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  su p p ly  c h a in .  H ere  a r e  so m e  
o f  th e  k e y  a s p e c ts :

E c o - f r i e n d ly  M a te r i a l s
S u s ta in a b le  f a s h io n  p r io r i t i z e s  the  u se  o f  c c o -  

f r i c n d ly  m a te r ia l s  su c h  a s  o rg a n ic  c o t to n ,  h e m p . 
T c n c c l .  a n d  r e c y c le d  f ib e r s .  T h e s e  m a te r ia l s  a rc  
p r o d u c e d  w ith  lo w e r  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  im p a c t .

E th i c a l  P r o d u c t io n
By p r io r i t i s i n g  s u s ta in a b i l i t y ,  b r a n d s  e n g a g e  

a n d  s u p p o r t  th e  lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a nd  p r o v id e  
s a f e ,  h e a l th y ,  a n d  f a i r  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  
th e  la b o r .

T r a n s p a r e n c y  
S u s ta in a b le  b r a n d s  a im  to  be  t r a n s p a r e n t  a b o u t 

th e i r  su p p ly  c h a in s ,  m a k in g  it  e a s ie r  f o r  c o n s u m ­
e rs  to  t r a c e  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e i r  c lo th in g .

C i r c u l a r  F a s h io n  
It p r o m o te s  th e  id e a  o f  r e d u c in g ,  r e u s in g , a n d  

r e c y c l i n g  o r  u p c y c l in g  c lo th in g .  T b is  in c lu d e s  
r e p a i r  s e r v i c e s ,  r e s a l e  p la t f o r m s ,  a nd  c lo th in g  
re n ta l  s e rv i c e s .

F o r tu n a te ly ,  c o n s u m e rs  a rc  a l s o  b e c o m in g  m o re  
c o n s c io u s  o f  th e s e  i s s u e s  a n d  d e m a n d in g  g re e n  
a l t e r n a t iv e s .  B y  a d o p t in g  so m e  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  
e c o - f r i e n d ly  p r a c t i c e s ,  in d iv i d u a l s  c a n  re d u c e
th e i r  c a r b o n  f o o tp r in t  a n d  m a k e  a p o s i t iv e  d i f ­
f e r e n c e .

C h o o s e  S u s t a i n a b l e  F a b r ic s  
O p t fo r  c lo th in g  m a d e  f ro m  s u s ta in a b le  m a te r i ­

a ls  l ik e  o rg a n ic  c o t to n ,  h e m p , b a m b o o . T c n c c l ,  
o r  r e c y c le d  f i b e r s .  T h e s e  f a b r ic s  a*e p r o d u c e d  
w i th  l e s s  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  im p a c t  c o m p a r e d  to

Use back-to-school mindset to 
help you stick to your goals

E v e n  i f  i t ’s b e e n  m a n y  y e a r s  s in c e  you  
w e r e  la s t in  s c h o o l ,  y o u  m ig h t s t i l l  
a s s o c i a te  th is  t im e  o f  y e a r  w ith  th a t  

" b a c k - t o - s c h o o l ”  m in d s e t  th a t  f e e l i n g  
o f  a p a g e  tu r n in g ,  a ne w  p h a s e  b e g in n in g  
a n d  th e  c h a n c e  to  s ta r t  a n e w  a n d  r e in v e n t  
y o u r s e l f .

W h ile  y o u  w o n 't  f in d  a n y  r e s e a r c h  on 
th e  “ b a c k - to - s c h o o l  m in d s e t”  i t s e l f ,  th is  
fe e l in g  is  v e ry  s im i la r  to  w h a t  s c ie n c e  c a l l s  
th e  “ f re s h  s ta r t e f f e c t ” . T h is  is  a b o o s t  in 
m o t iv a t io n  fo r c h a n g c  th a t  c o m c s  w ith  a 
s h if t  f ro m  o n e  t im e  in  y o u r  l i f e  to  a n o th e r  
c a l le d  a  te m p o ra l  la n d m a r k . T h e  b e g in n in g  
o f  a n e w  sc h o o l y e a r ,  b i r th d a y s ,  a n n iv e r s a ­
r ie s  a n d  e v e n  M on d a y  m o rn in g s  a rc  a ll  
te m p o r a l  la n d m a rk s .

T e m p o r a l  l a n d m a r k s  s u p p o r t  o u r  
b e l i e f  th a t  w c  c a n  r e in v e n t  o u r s e lv e s ,  
a c t in g  a s  a th r e s h o ld  to  a n e w  s ta r t  a n d  
th e  c h a n c e  to  le a v e  o ld  h a b i t s  b e h in d .  
T h e s e  la n d m a rk s  o p e n  o u r  m in d s  up  to  
n o v e l ty  a n d  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s e e in g  
th e  b ig g e r  p ic tu r e  r a th e r  th a n  b e in g  
m ir e d  in  o u r  d a ily  s lo g .

N ew  Y e a r ’s E v e  i s  o u r  m o s t  w e l l-  
k n o w n  m a rk e r  fo r  f re sh  s t a r t s .  B ut a s  m a n y  
o f  us k n o w , n :w  y e a r ’s  r e s o l u t io n s  o f te n  
d o n ’t w o rk  w h en  it  c o m c s  to  m a k in g  la s t in g  
l i f e s ty l e  c h a n g c s .

T h is  is  b c c a u s c  r e s o lu t io n s  te n d  to  la ck  
s p e c i f ic i ty ,  a re  to o  a m b i t io u s ,  la s t  to o  lo n g , 
o r  p e o p le  d o n ’t m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  
in  th e i r  e n v iro n m e n t to  s u p p o r t  b e h a v io u r  
c h a n g c  ( s u c h  as f in d in g  new  h o b b ie s  to  do  
o n  w e e k e n d s  in s t e a d  o f  g o in g  to  th e  p u b  i f  
y o u 'r e  t r y in g  to  d r in k  l e s s ) .  F e e l in g  y o u  
h a v e  to  m a k e  a n e w  y e a r 's  r e s o lu t io n  c an  
a l s o  le a d  to  f a i l u re .

B u t o th e r  te m p o ra l la n d m a rk s  te n d  to  b e t ­
te r  su p p o r t  c h a n g c s .  n o t j u s t  in  o u r s e l v e s  
b u t  in  o u r  e n v iro n m e n t to o . T h e  n e w  s c h o o l 
y e a r ,  f o r  e x a m p le , o f te n  m e a n s  a c h a n g e  o f  
r o u t in e ,  b u t a lso  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  c lo th e s  w c 
w e a r  a n d  th e  p e o p le  w e  s o c ia l i s e  w ith .  A ll 
th e s e  s u b t l e  c h a n g c s  m a y  w o rk  to g e th e r
In  s u p p o r t  y o u r  m o t iv a t io n  w h e n  m a k in g
a n e w  s ta r t .

O u r  b r a in s  lo v e  n o v e lty  a n d  th e r e 's  n o th ­
in g  b e t te r  th a n  a  c h a n c e  to  le a v e  b e h in d  the

" th e  t r e a d m i l l  o f  th e  p r e d ic ta b le  e v e ry d a y  
f lo w "  o f  o u r  l i v e s  a n d  h a v e  a n e w  p e r io d  
to  lo o k  f o rw a rd  to . T h is  m a k e s  m o tiv a t io n  
e a s ie r  to  c o m e  b y  a s  it  o f f e r s  a c h a n c e  to  
c h a n g c  o u r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .

W h i l e  t h i s  c h a n g c  in  r o u t i n e  c a n  be  
n e r v e - w r a c k in g ,  it  m ig h t  b e  th e  k in d  o f  in ­
te r r u p t io n  n e e d e d  to  s h i f t  ho w  w e th in k  and  
v i s u a l i s e  ho w  w c  c a n  a c h ie v e  o u r  g o a ls .

T h e  b a c k - to - s c h o o l  p e r io d  o f fe r s  th e  p e r ­
fe c t  c h a n c e  to  k ic k - s ta r t  a n y  l i f e  c h a n g e s  
y o u ’v e  b e e n  m e a n in g  to  m a k e . H e re  a rc  a 
few  w a y s  to  m a k e  s u r e  y o u r  g o a ls  d o n ’t 
f a il :

1. W r i t e  to  y o u r  f u t u r e  s e l f :  S e t t im e r s  
to  s e n d  y o u r s e l f  a s p i r a t io n a l  r e m in d e r s  o f  
y o u r  g o a ls  to  g e n tly  n u d g e  y o u r s e l f  to w a rd *  
a c h ie v in g  y o u r  g o a ls .  I f  y o u ’ re  t r y in g  to 
s a v e  m o re  m o n e y , fo r  e x a m p le ,  s e t t i n g  a 
r e m in d e r  to  s e t  a s id e  so m e  c a s h  v ia  a n  e m ail 
th a t  a p p e a rs  in  y o u r  in b o x  o n  p a y d a y  m ay 
h e lp  g iv e  y o u  th is  m u c h -n c c d e d  n u d g e .

2 . D o n 't  w o r r y  i f  y o u  f a l t e r :  I t c a n  be 
h a rd  to  m a k e  b ig  c h a n g e s  a n d  b u i ld  new  
h a b its .  E v e n  i f  y o u  d o n 't  su c c e e d  in  s tic k in g  
w ith  y o u r  c h a n g e s  a t  f i r s t ,  th e re  a rc  p le n ty  
o f  o th e r  te m p o r a l  l a n d m a r k s  y o u  c a n  f in d  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  th a t  o f f e r  a c h a n c e  fo r 
a f re sh  s ta r t  ( s u c h  a s  y o u r  b i r th d a y  o r  r e ­
tu r n in g  to  w o rk  a f t e r  a  h o l id a y ) .  E v e n  th e  
s m a l le s t  p e r io d  o f  c h a n g e  o f f e r s  a c h a n c e  
to  m a k e  p o s i t iv e  l i f e s ty l e  c h a n g e s .

e rg y  p r o v id e d  b y  a  f r e s h  s t a r t  c a n  o f te n  be 
s h o r t- l iv e d . B ut h a v in g  q u ic k -w in  g o a ls  tha t 
r e q u i r e  o n ly  sm a ll  b o o s ts  in  m o t iv a t io n  a re

th e  p e r f e c t  o n e s  to  se t f o r  y o u r s e l f  d u r in g  
th e s e  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r io d s .  T h is  c a n  in c lu d e  
th in g s  s u c h  a s  d c c lu t t c r in g  y o u r  ro o m  o r  
d e le t i n g  y o u r  m o s t a d d ic t i v c  s o c ia l  m e d ia  
a p p .

4 . P u t  y o u r  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  b e h in d  y o u :  
I n s te a d  o f  fo c u s in g  o n  w h o  y o u  a rc  n o w , 
p u t  y o u r  a t te n t io n  on  th e  p e r s o n  y o u  w an t 
to  b e  a n d  u s e  th i s  a s  m o t iv a t io n  to  m a k e  
c h a n g c .  F o c u s in g  on  w h o  y o u  w a n t to  b e  
in  th e  f u tu r e  m a y  a ls o  h e lp  y o u  le a v e  y o u r  
im p e r f e c t i o n s  in  th e  p a s t .

5 . S e t  a d e a d l i n e :  T e m p o ra l  la n d m a r k s  
a re  g r e a t  b c c a u s e  th e y  p r o v id e  n a tu ra l  
s t r u c tu r e  a n d  f lo w  to  o u r  l i v e s .  N o t 
o n ly  c a n  y o u  u se  te m p o ra l  la n d m a r k s  to  
s ta r t  w o rk in g  to w a rd s  a g o a l ,  u p c o m in g  
te m p o r a l  l a n d m a r k s  c a n  a l s o  a c t  a s  a 
w a y  o f  b r in g in g  a  n a tu ra l  u rg e n c y  to  
a c c o m p l is h in g  o u r  g o a ls .

6 .  A v o id  th e  s lu m p :  M o tiv a t io n  f lu c ­
tu a t e s  o v e r  tim e . W e u s u a l ly  h a v e  h ig h  

m o tiv a t io n  w h en  w c  f i r s t  s e t  a g o a l ,  a nd  
h ig h  m o tiv a t io n  a s  w c  g e t c lo s e  to  a c h i e v ­
in g  i t .  B u t th e  p e r io d  in  th e  m id d le  te n d s  
to  b e  lo w  in  m o ti v a t i o n  a n d  th e  lo n g e r  
th e  p e r io d ,  th e  h a rd e r  it  i s  to  m a in ta in  o u r  
r e s o lv e .  I f  y o u  w a n t to  m a k e  th e  b e s t o f  th e  
b a c k - to - s c h o o l  m in d s e t ,  s h o r te n  th e  p e r io d  
o f  t im e  y o u  w a n t  to  a c h ic v e  y o u r  g o a l .  T h is  
c a n  e v e n  b e  a s  s h o r t  a s  o n e  w e e k  o r  e v en  
j u s t  o n e  d a y  a t  a tim e .

7 . P a i r  t h e  g o o d  w i th  th e  b a d :  “ T e m p ­
ta t io n  b u n d l in g ”  is  th e  p r a c t i s e  o f  p a ir i n g  
s o m e th in g  y o u  lo v e  w ith  s o m e th in g  y o u 'r e  
l e s s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  ( b u t  k n o w  y o u  
s h o u ld  d o ) .  B y p a i r i n g  th e s e  b e h a v io u r s  
to g e th e r ,  i t  w i r e s  th e m  t o g e th e r  in  y o u r  
b r a in  m o t i v a t i n g  y o u  to  k e e p  w o rk in g  
o n  th e  th in g  y o u  m a y  n o t  e n jo y  a s  m u c h  in  
th e  fu tu re .

M a k in g  a n y  l i f e s ty le  c h a n g e  is  h a rd  bu t
th e  b u c k - to - s r h o o l  m in d s e t  th a t  a c c o m p a ­
n ie s  th e  t r a n s i t io n  fro m  su m m e r  in to  a u tu m n  
o f f e r s  a g r e a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m a k e  th e s e  
c h a n g c s .  (T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

Love Behind Bars
How Tihar nurtures children 

in jail with their mothers

I t is  s a id  th a t  lo v e  t r a n s c e n d s  
a l l  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  th i s  is  
b e in g  p r o v e n  t r u e  in  th e  

n a t io n a l  c a p i t a l 's  d re a d e d  T ih a r  
J a i l  w h e r e  c h i ld r e n  b o rn  to  i n ­
c a r c e r a t e d  m o th e r s  a rc  b e in g  
g iv e n  th e  k in d  o f  u p b r in g in g  a n d  
c a r e  th a t  o n e  c a n  n e v e r  c x p c c t  
in  a  p la c e  th a t  h o u s e s  h a rd e n e d  
c r im in a l s .

C u r r e n t l y .  3 7  c h i ld r e n  a g e d  
b e tw e e n  U-6  y e a r s  th a t  Cf.ll C e n ­
t r a l  J a i l  N u m b e r  S ix  th e ir  h o m e  
fo r  n o w . a re  r e c e iv in g  r e m a r k ­
a b le  c a r e ,  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  m e d i ­
c a l  a t te n t io n  w i th in  th e  c o n f in e s  
o f  th e  h ig h  w a l ls  o f  th e  p r iso n .

S p c c ia l  c a r e  o f  th e s e  c h i ld re n  
b e g in s  a t th e  p r e n a ta l  s ta g e  a n d  
c o n t in u e s  th r o u g h  th e i r  b ir th  ti l l  
th e y  s t a r t  t h e i r  s c h o o l in g  a n d  
e v e n tu a l ly  le a v e  th e  p r iso n  a f te r  
r e a c h in g  th e  a g e  o f  s ix .

A d e d i c a t e d  g y n e c o l o g i s t  
r e g u la r ly  v i s i t s  th e  p r is o n , p r o ­
v id in g  e s s e n t i a l  c h e c k u p s  a n d  
m e d ic a l  s u p p o r t  to  th e  e x p e c ta n t  
m o th e r s .

O n c c  a w o m a n  g iv e s  b ir th , sh e  
s ta y s  u n d e r  o b s e rv a t io n  w ith  he r 
n e w b o r n  in  a n  e ig h t - b e d  w a rd  
h o u s e d  in  a s e p a r a t e  b a r r a c k  
m e a n t  f o r  in m a te s  w ith  c h i ld re n . 
T h e  f o c u s  is  o n  e n s u r i n g  th e  
w e l l - b e in g  o f  b o th  m o th e r  a n d  
c h i ld  in  th e  c r u c ia l  c a r  y d a y s  
o f  th e  c o n f in e m e n t .

T h e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  d o c s  n o t  
s to p  a t c h i ld b i r th  a n d  the  y o u n g  
o n e s  a rc  p r o v id e d  w ith  c o m p re ­
h e n s iv e  m e d ic a l  c a r e  a s  th e y  
g ro w  u p .

“ A c e r t i f ie d  v a c c in a t io n  c c n ­
tr c  w i th in  th e  p r i s o n  e n s u r e s  
th e y  r e c e iv e  th e  j a b s  n e re s s a r y  
f o r  th e  b a b y 's  w e l l - b e in g  a n d  
s u r v iv a l .  T h e  p r i s o n ’s im m u n i­
s a t i o n  p r o g ra m m e  c o v e r s  v i ta l

v a c c in e s  lik e  B C G , P o l io , H e p a ­
t i t i s ,  D P T , a n d  T e t a n u s , ’’ s a id  
a n o th e r  o f f i c ia l .

B e y o n d  e x c e l le n t  h e a l th c a r e ,  
th e s e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o f f e r e d  a 
u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l e a r n ­
in g . A d e d ic a te d  c rc c h c  o p e ra te s  
w i th in  th e  p r i s o n ,  o f fe r in g  p r e ­
p r im a ry  e d u c a t io n . I t a ls o  b o a s ts  
o f  a v a r i e ty  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  l ik e  
g a m e s ,  d r a w in g ,  a n d  s in g i n g .  
I h i s  e a r ly  e d u c a t io n a l  f o u n d a ­
t io n  p r e p a r e s  th e m  f o r  s c h o o l ,  
s e t t in g  th e  s ta g e  f o r  a  b r ig h te r  
fu tu r e  b e y o n d  th e  p r is o n  w a l l s .

T i h a r ’s  c o m m i tm e n t  to  th e  
w e l f a r e  o f  th e s e  c h i ld r e n  e x ­
te n d s  to  th e i r  n u t r i t i o n a l  n e e d s  
a s  w e l l .  A s e p a r a t e  k i tc h e n  th a t 
e a t e r s  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  e n s u r e s  
th a t  th e y  g e t  d a i ly  s e r v i n g s  o f  
m ilk  a n d  f ru i ts ,  s o  v i ta l  f o r  th e ir  
e a r ly  d e v e lo p m e n t.  N o t j u s t  th is ,  
th e  p r i s o n  s t a f f  ta k e s  c a r e  o f  th e  
c h i l d r e n ’s E m o t io n a l  Q u o t ie n t  
a s  w e ll a n d  th e i r  b i r th d a y s  a rc  
c e l e b r a te d  by  j a i l  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
N G O s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  
to y s ,  s t o r y b o o k s ,  e lo th e s ,  a n d  
e s s e n t i a l  h y g ie n e  p r o d u c ts  lik e  
s o a p ,  c rc a m . p o w d e r ,  a n d  o i l  a s  
g i f t s .

Y et. th e  r o a d  a h e a d  i s n ' t  f o r ­
g o t te n .  O n c c  th e  c h i ld r e n  n e a r  
th e  a g e  o f  s ix  a n d  n o  f a m i ly  
m e m b e r  c o m c s  f o rw a rd  to  ta k e  
th e m  h o m e , o r  i f  th e  r e la t iv e s  a rc  
n o t f i n a n c ia l ly  e q u ip p e d  to  s u p ­
p o r t th e m , th e  p r is o n  a u th o r i t ie s  
ta k e  c h a r g e .

T a k in g  a p r o a c t iv e  a p p ro a c h ,  
th e  p r i s o n  a u th o r i t i e s  c o l l a b o ­
r a te  w ith  th e  J u v e n i l e  J u s t i c e  
B o a r d  ( J J B )  to  s e c u r e  a p la c e  
fo r  th e s e  y o u n g  o n e s  in  c h i ld -  
c a r c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e n s u r in g  th e i r  
c o n tin u e d  c a r e  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t.  
( IA N S )
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Lightning connector or IISB-C: The great Apple debate

A f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  d e ­
s ig n in g  a n d  s e l l in g  a v a ­
r ie ty  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a b le s  
to  p o w e r  a n d  c h a rg e  i ts  d e v ic e s .  

A p p le  h a s  s lo w ly  s w i tc h e d  to  
U S B -C  c h a r g c r s  f o r  a l l  o f  i t s  
p r o d u c ts .

T h e  la s t  d e v ic e  to  s w a p  is  th e  
iP h o n e ,  a n d  it  h a p p e n e d  a g a in s t  
A p p l e ’s w i l l .  In  O c t o b e r  l a s t  
y e a r ,  th e  E u ro p e a n  C o m m is s io n  
r e q u e s te d  a l l  p h o n e s  a n d  la p to p  
p r o d u c e rs  sw itc h  to  th e  U S B -C  
c o n n e c t o r  ( w h ic h  h a d  e a r l i e r  
b e e n  a g r e e d  on a s  a c o m m o n  
s ta n d a r d ) .

A |> |> lc  t u u l d  h a v e  c l i o s c n  
to  ig n o r e  th e  r e q u e s t  a n d  s to p  
s e l l in g  in  th e  EU . o r  to  p r o d u c e  
v e r s i o n s  w i th  U S B -C  f o r  th e  
E u r o p e a n  s in g l e  m a r k e t  o n ly .  
I n s t e a d ,  i t  c h o s c  lo  c o m p ly  
a n d  fo l lo w  th e  EU  r u le s  e v e r y ­
w h e r e . T h e  c o m m o n  c h a r g e r  fo r  
a l l  d e v ic e s  is  ih u s  b e c o m in g  a 
r e a l i ty ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  w o rld  
m o v e s  c o m p le t e ly  to  w i r e l e s s  
c h a r g in g .

A B E T T E R  S T A N D A R D  
T h e  L ig h tn i n g  c h a r g e r  w a s  

in tr o d u c e d  by  A p p le  in  2 0 1 2  and  
f i r s t  f e a tu r e d  cn  th e  iP h o n e  5. 
I t w a s  th e  s u c c e s s o r  to  th e  30 - 
p in  d o c k  c o n n c c to r  in t r o d u c e d  
in  2 0 0 3  f o r  the f i r s t  iP o d s  a n d  
iP h o n e s . A rg u a b ly , th e  k e y  v i s ­
ib le  in n o v a t io n  o f  th e  L ig h tn in g  
c a b le  w a s  r e v e r s ib le  e n d s .

T h is  e n a b le d  th e  u se r  to  in se r t 
th e  c h a r g e r  in to  th e  d o c k  w i th ­
o u t  h a v in g  to  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  it 
w a s  o r ie n t e d  in  th e  r ig h t  w a y . I t 
m ig h t  se em  tr iv ia l  n o w . b u t  th is  
w a s  n o t th e  e a se  w ith  a n y  o th e r  
c h a r g e r .  I f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  th e  
s ta n d a r d  U S B  p o r t  o n  y o u r  la p ­

to p  n o w , y o u  a rc  l ik e ly  to  s p e n d  
a lo t  o f  tim e  p lu g g in g  th e  c a b le  
in  a n d  ta k in g  i t  o u t  in  o r d e r  to  
f in d  th e  r ig h t o r ie n t a t i o n .  Y o u 're  
p ro b a b ly  a l s o  c o m p la in in g  a b o u t 
ho w  in c o n v e n ie n t  i t  is .  A t le a s t ,  
th a t 's  w h a t  I do .

T h e  U S B -C  c o n n c c to r  c a m e  
o u t  a b o u t  tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  
L ig h tn i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  n o th in g  
p a r t i c u la r ly  n o v e l o r  r e m a rk a b le  
a b o u t  it c o m p a r e d  to  A p p l e ’s 
c a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  o n e  n o ta b l e  
f e a tu r e  w a s  th a t  it  b o r ro w e d  th e  
L ig h tn i n g  c o n n e c t o r ’s r e v e r s ­
ib i l i ty .

U S B -C  is  j u s t  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  
c o n n e c to r ,  n o t  th e  e n t i r e  c a b le .  
T h e  c a b l e  a n d  c o n n c c t o r  a rc  
p a r t  o f  a b ig g e r  te c h n ic a l  s p e c i ­
f i c a t io n  c a l l e d  U S B -4 . U S B -4  
o u tp e r f o r m s  L ig h tn in g  in  e v e ry

te c h n i c a l  d im e n s io n  c o n c e i v ­
a b le .  It c a n  t r a n s f e r  d a ta  m u c h  
m o r e  q u i c k l y :  u p  to  4 0 G b p s  
( g ig a b i t s  p e r  s e c o n d )  fo r  U S B -4  
v e r s u s  4 8 0 M b p s  ( m e g a b i t s  p e r  
s e c o n d )  f o r  L ig h tn in g .  I t  a l s o  
c h a r g e s  d e v ic e s  m e re  s w i f t l y ,  
to  th e  p o in t  th a t  A p p le  s ta r te d  
s e l l i n g  L i g h t n i n g  to  U S B -C  
a d a p to r s .

T h e  m a in  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o . h o w e v e r ,  is  th a t  U B S -C  
is  n o t  p r o p r i e t a r y .  I t w a s  d e ­
v e lo p e d  by  a  c o n s o r t iu m  c a l le d  
th e  U S B  im p l c m c n tc r  f o r u m . 
T h i s  c o n s o r t i u m  is  c o m p o s e d  
o f  c o m p a n ie s  s u c h  «.s I n te l  a n d  
M ic r o s o f t  a n d  a lso  A p p le .

A ll o f  th e  U S B  s ta n d a r d s  c a n  
b e  u se d  b y  a n y  b u s ir ic s s . A p p le ,  
o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , d o e s  n o t  a l ­
lo w  a n y o n e  e l s e  lo  u se  i t s  p r o ­

p r ie ta r y  a c c e s s o r ie s ,  u n le s s  th e y  
a g re e  o n  a  l ic e n s e .  T h is  m e a n s  
th a l  U S B -C  is  c o m p a t ib le  w ith  
m a n y  m o re  d e v ic e s ,  i n c lu d in g  
a l l  r c c c n t  A p p le  p r o d u c t s ,  bu t 
n o t  p r e v io u s ly  w ith  th e  iP h o n e .

W H E N  IT  PA Y S T O  
B E  D I F F E R E N T  

S o , w h a t ’s so  s p e c i a l  a b o u t  
th e  L i g h tn i n g  c o n n e c t io n  th a t  
m a d e  A p p le  s l ic k  w ith  it  f o r  so  
lo n g , d e s p i te  r e p e a te d  p r o m is e s  
to  j o in  i t s  c o m p e t i to r s  o n  a c o m ­
m on s ta n d a r d ?  W hy  w o u ld  A p p le  
s a b o ta g e  o n e  o f  i t s  ow n  p h o n e s  
by  k e e p in g  a  s u b s ta n d a rd  c h a r g ­
in g  c o n n e c t io n ?

O n e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  c o n ­
su m e rs  a rc  i n a t te n t iv e  w h en  th e y  
buy  a  p h o n e , a n d  d o  n o t d i r e c t ly  
f a c to r  in  th e  c o s t  o f  a c c e s s o r ie s

su c h  a s  c h a r g e r s .  I f  th is  is t r u e . 
A p p le  w o u ld  h a v e  n e e d e d  th e s e  
a d d - o n s  to  r e m a in  p r o p r i e ta r y  
a n d  m a k e  s u r e  n o  c o m p e t i t o r  
c o u ld  s ta r t  o f f e r i n g  th e m  f o r  a 
lo w e r  p r ic e .  I f  so , f o rc in g  A p p le  
to  o f f e r  th e  b e t te r  s ta n d a r d  b e n ­
e f i t s  a l l  c o n s u m e r s .

T h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t io n  
is  th a t  so m e  c o n s u m e r s  a c tu a l ly  
v a lu e  th e  L ig h tn in g  c o n n e c t io n  
m o re . A f t e r  a l l .  th e  lo o k  i s  d i f ­
f e r e n t ,  a n d  A p p le  f a n s  a rg a c  th a t  
it  m a y  b e  h a rd e r - w e a r i n g  th a n  
o th e r  s ta n d a r d s .  It is  a l s o  a s ig ­
na l o f  s ta tu s  a n d  e x c lu s iv i ty .

W e s e e m  to  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a 
s ta g e  in  th e  m a rk e t  f o r  s m a r t ­
p h o n e s  w h e re  p e o p le  w ho  o n ly  
c a r e  a b o u t  e v e r y d a y  u sa g e  r e ­
p la c e  t h e i r  d e v i c e  m u c h  l e s s  
o f te n .  T h is  is  p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e

te c h n o lo g y  is  n o t  e v o lv in g  a t  th e  
s a m e  p a c e  it d id  in  th e  p a s t .  Y et, 
i t ’s a l s o  th e  c a s e  th a t  d e m a n d  
f o r  h ig h  e n d  p h o n e s  c o n t in u e s  
to  in c re a s e .

T h i s  c o u ld  b e  b e c a u s e  th e y  
c a t e r  to  a s u b s e t  o f  c o n s u m e r s  
w h o  c i t h e r  g r e a t ly  v a lu e  a m a r ­
g in a l ly  h ig h e r  q u a l i ty  o f  c a m e ra  
o r  s l i g h t ly  b ig g e r  s to r a g e .  B ut 
m o s t ly ,  e x p e n s iv e  p h o n e s  a re  a 
w a y  to  s ig n a l  s o c ia l  s ta tu s .

P e o p le  b u y  th e  l a t e s t  p h o n e  
n o t o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  w a n t to  
o w n  i t .  b u t  a l s o  to  b e  s e e n  a s  
o w n in g  o n e .  T h is  i s  c e r t a i n ly  
a f a c to r  th a t  h a s  h e lp e d  A p p le  
th r iv e  b c c a u s c  th e  c o m p a n y  o f ­
f e r s  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  a r c  v i s i b ly  
d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  th e  c h e a p e r  a l ­
t e r n a t iv e .  A n d  a n o th e r  s ig n  o f  
s ta tu s  f o r  A p p le  u s e r s  is  h a v in g  
d i f f e r e n t  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  p r o p r i e ta r y  c h a r g e r s .

A p p le  h a s  n o t  a lw a y s  b e e n  
so  k e e n  to  r e je c t  c o m m o n  s t a n ­
d a r d s .  N o t o n ly  is  it  o n e  o f  th e  
p a r t i c ip a n t s  in  th e  U S B  c o n s o r ­
t iu m . b u t it is  a l s o  th e  c o m p a n y  
th a t  h e lp e d  U S B  b e c o m e  th e  
g lu b a l  M .uu l.m l by  u lT v iin g  it  uii 
i t s  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  iM a c s .

A t th e  t im e ,  h o w e v e r .  A p p le  
w a s  th e  u n d e rd o g  in  th e  m a rk e t 
fo r  p e r s o n a l  c o m p u te r s ,  f a c in g  
o f f  a g a in s t  th e  te c h  g ia n t  M i­
c r o s o f t .  A nd  a b ig  r e a s o n  w hy  
m a n y  p e o p le  d id  n o t  b u y  A p p le  
c o m p u te r s  a t  th e  t im e  w a s  th e i r  
f e a r  th e y  w o u ld  n o t b e  c o m p a t ­
ib le  w ith  M ic r o s o f t  p r o d u c ts .

A t o n e  p o in t .  A p p le  e v e n  w e n t 
a s  fa r  a s  d e v e lo p in g  to o ls  to  h e lp  
u s e r s  ru n  W in d o w s  o n  th e i r  d e ­
v ic e s .  A t th e  t im e , it m a d e  s e n s e  
to  t r y  to  m a k e  y o u r  p r o d u c t s  
a s  c o m p a t ib le  a s  p o s s ib l e  w ith  
th o s e  o f  th e  m a rk e t  le a d e r .

In  to d a y ’s s m a r tp h o n e  m a rk e t,  
A p p le  i s  a le a d e r ,  a n d  m a y  g a in  
fro m  n o t b e in g  c o m p a t ib le  w ith  
o th e r  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o d u c t s .  
T h e  b ig  q u e s t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  
w h e t h e r  c o n s u m e r s  b e n e f i t .  I f  
e x c l u s i v i t y  i s  a w a y  to  b lo c k  
c o m p e t i t io n ,  th e n  th e y  p ro b a b ly  
d o n 't .  I f  c o n s u m e r s  v a lu e  e x c lu ­
s iv i ty ,  o r  i f  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  A p p le  
to  in n o v a te ,  th e n  p e rh a p s  fo rc e d  
s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  i s  n o t  s u c h  a 
g r e a t  id e a .  ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Star - Gazing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambi Sunday, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moco semi-square SKuti on your sobr return chart and it wll give wonderful 
results. Th is it going to ke a very important year. You vwlireceive an invaluable 
■f#*ritanc«. Your work wll be completed very successfully, You wll have no 
shortage of money. The work you used to think very difficult would seem to be 
small. You wll get the ceoperafcon of your coJkû jei and subordmtes. Your 
bosses win also have fath in you and win support you fully. There ml be a 
happiness and peace h he family. You wtfl erjoy wonderful bondng with your 
fantry members You wt also come dose to your Me partner You wll aho 
plan to go on a vacator with your fan-, y members. You wil aho gel a W of 
name and fame Those who are in potties, business, media and enteft*m*n| 
industry w.) do very wet. You can aho go on business tnps wMcit mb prove 
lo be fruitful later on. Aupicious functions will lake place.

Th is  week for you’
April 20 The time win be bcnefoal You ml be able toccmpiew 
your work. Your bosses wll support you fifly You financial 
poslior is also going lo get better. You wui not umecessariy 
arguew*iothers Yourencmesandopponcntswilbeieaiousof 
your progress. Bui you wil not pay much iBention lo I hem You 
•Mil adept yourself accordng to ihe crcumslancctGueshwm 
arr >re al your place and you wil look Mter them well. You wMfeel 
a i aio irore comfortable asycu work get done wel Al lines you 
may lee empty from inside. You need to become moroe«troverti 
and interacted a lot with people. Your full concentration wil be 
on leaning some new nings.

aurus: (Apnl 2' May 21)Somethng win bother you. Things may no! be going on 
as you lave planned. Sul nis is the way life goes on AH things 
do not happen as w%wanintm lobe The time will be beneficial 
Luck a bvounngyou. You willgelremarkable success. Your daily 
routine wll be good You **a have a lot of self confidence And 
I mo tdie you far ahead on the pan of progress. The peoffe 
who wail lo invert in property would have good profits. You win 
spend Ihe lime pexefiity and happly. You wil understand life's 
every a>pect very wen. You wll gel good results in your job and 
bus in ms. You will work login* r as a ham wlh your ju*oe* and 
senors And we’l have beScr compatibility.

Semlnl: (May 22 • June 21 )vou wll get good results You wil also invest your money 
In mJt jle schemes. You wil also take wisely decisions. In your 
professorial matters you wtU also plan to buy some house or 

■s f  veHdC-Fo< students, tfn time v*a be Ul of achievements. You 
willmoveahoadwtnyourcaiberandwonlletgoanyoppoitunty 

A n  A t  <”**y TN .'0 are Indicators of increasng peace and happiness 
in no family. You win take care of your parents welt You wia not 
argue v«h your elders. You >HI care abô  neir sentiments. You 
will havs success in property miners. Whatever work you have 
taken inyour hands will be succesiful You \*tl be turning towards 
your family and friends when you need neir support, 

dancer : (June 22 • July 22)You will enjoy your love life. You wtfl come closer to 
your Mt partner You will aho g« the support of your bosses 
You wll have a lot of menial satisfaction You wll resolve you 

^  professorial mailers. You win also finish every wort in tme 
f  ^  and in a systematic manner, You win first set you goals and 

then finish your work. There are going to be a lot of money 
iM R r ' getting lays You w%l get new aehevemenfc You wll spend an 
r  V  intlmaK lime w*n your Ife partner. You wll lake ful advantage 

of the line lo change you working style and lifetf /«. You will 
atso pay attention to you health You mu aho celebrate you 
success with you family members. Your lime win be spenl in 
parbes ind functions.

.eo: (July 23 • August 23)*he lime is favourable. Your focus wil shift to you work.
You wliconc*nirate on mwptons. New opportunity wiUccme 
in job aed business. You wil have mental peace. There wiH be a 

^  flow of energy. And you w#i be Insured from inside. Peace and
har me*y wm pro valalyou home. You win also make good prog-
ress in •ourjob and business. You will sense new opportunities 
amngioycu WuteverwcrkycutakcinhandwiiibesuecMsfJ

*  *  You wil get ready and prepare yourself for any situaton You 
popularly wd go up. You will be active in sports activities You 
will alse take an deosions wisely You wll have you family and 
fnends support in the business 

/•rgo : (August 24 • September 22)This Is an mportant lime in your life. You wtH 
r l /  movealieadineveiyfieldoflife.YouwiUgetalotclsupporttrom 
K  your weS wishers. Your health wil remain perfect. You wil be a 
ly \  rtsionary and youwll achieve lot Yourlde as wilget implemented

You wil inspire other persons . You wil be a frorl runner and will 
achieve lot You ail lead from the from. You voUd also share 
you knowledge and skills wlh oners, t is timtfor money flow. 
You wil become a member of some dub or nMution or jo 
group of exlraordnaty persons. You wd gel success m a new 
love affar. You wll have close relations with bmly and loved 
ones. You will be buttng money earring activt ies. You will be 
cartful m properly matter

Ifcra: (September 23 -October 23You wuiget seftous results m ycur business and 
profession. You will be able lo get your work done with east 
Time will be foancoty suitable And you will gain You wU feel 
menfaly peaceful and relaxed. You will have bis! results oI Ihe 
wo it dene by you. You ml have lot of resped and your name 
and fame wll also grow. You will be successfw in your job and 
business. Husband and wife wil share wcndeifi! relationship. 
There wil be feeling of stabitty in your work. There vrfH be an 
increase Inyou prospeniyYou wf i have sweetness in you marital 
rebfcons. Marriage of a family member wll get f nabed. You wil 
get a lot of love and respect from your own peeple.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22Your traveh related lo work and business wil 
be succesŝ  Your thoughtfuly done work wll also take you 
br ahead inyou lie. You will be qule busy. Ycu pending work 

y u will get completed. Your business travels will be successful 
You wil participate In various activities. You wU pay attention to 
you savings and will be succcssfil up to some extent. You will 
have profits, youeamhgs wil grow.Time wilke spenthapply. 
The persons in import export business wus have more success 
You wil feel relief and peaceful. The tme is fer progress. And 
moveig ahead In your life. Juplc* win give yo« lot of success 
You traveh will be pleasant

Sagittarius: (November 23 • December 21) You wil receive a good >ews about your 
progross In your job and business. You wH have a stronger
wiHpewcr I Of »em work You nil ol*o hove full With in your own
ablity You will manage every task wel. You wl have monetary 
gains. Financially. you will be in a much strong e< position. Ausp- 
cJousfunctwts wll keeptakhg place. Love fanh wil have agreat 

Those one m poltics. business, sports ard enterta-'meni 
toe wil do well Time win be suitable You will te full of courage 
and willpower, You wil give M  time to you bm!y and work 
You wil also have tine for ertertainment and f^i You will aho 
fake care of you he am. And wil keep yoursell fit and fine. You 
win aho take to yoga, exercise or join some gyn.

Capricorn: (December 22 • January 20JYour morale wil be high. You wll get fan
success in you r job and business. Your financlH position Is go­
ing to reman strong You wil take care of even work with your 
i.'fleiigenceandwisdom.Youwiialsogetsuppoilolweiiwahers. 
You will take caro of your health. You will feel hjppness and joy 
in personal matters. In property maBers you wil have gain. You

• '•  wiiJbepos<tveaboutalotofthngsinycuMeThetimewii be 
beneficial. Your work wil get dene with ease.You will aho start 
some new work. The atmosphere at home wil te peacefU. Your 
financial position wil also get bettor. I gain a kit of money.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)There are possibility of seme posrtive and 
pleasani everts taking place: You may think a lot in the financial 
matters. The arguments between husband anc wle will get re- 
sohed. You will take part actively in business aitvities. You wil 
prefertospendsometlmewith youfamlly. It will>velotof mental 
peaceandcalm.Youwillrectivothoblessingsolyourcidirs You 
will fulfill your business and professional canmtments. Youwil 
look after ne demands of you chldren too Youwil beenergetlc 
and ennusiasticalSy carry out your job well. Ameeting win an 
important person will open the doors of destiny for you. You wil 
receive a good news related to progress in yoir job.

Pisces (February 19 • March 20)The time ml be plots ant You will have money 
gains. You will get a chance to go to a busiiess meeting or 
coherence You will have good interactions wlh people who 
matter As a result of w*iich new possibilities and opportunity 
wil emerge out of it You wiH have good un Mrs landing wlh 
you paitner'spousc There win be many happy occasions. You 
wil also plan to go to a party or the mov«& There wil be more 

‘ work on professional front The results will te in your favor
You VMM taU intOTMl in and tfiritual jOwibo. You wll
get success in your jobprofession. Money andwealth wil keep 
ccnvng Hobbes wil keep ycu busy. RegUai income will be 
there. You wil hive no worries.

Paparazzi's favourite star kids

B o lly w o o d ’s e s c a la t in g  p a p a ra z z i  c u l tu r e  has 
n o t e v en  s p a re d  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  s u p e r s t a r s .  
In  o r d e r  to  a c q u ir e  th e  b e s t  s h o ts  o f  f a m o u s  

k id s ,  c a m e ra m e n  a r e  c o n s ta n t ly  p u r s u in g  th e m . 
T h e  s ta r  b a b ie s  h a v e n 't  e v e n  r e a c h e d  a d u l th o o d ,  
b u t  th e y 'v e  a l r e a d y  s u r p a s s e d  th e  fa m e  o f  th e i r  
re n o w n e d  p a re n ts  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p u b lic  c u r io s i ty .  
T h e r e  is  a b a b y  b o o m  in  th e  m o v ie  b u s in e s s .

T a i m u r  A ll K h a n  a n d  J e h  A ll K h a n

T h e  b ir th  o f  S a i f  A li K h a n  a n d  K a rc e n a  K a ­
p o o r 's  f i r s t  c h i ld  s w e p t  th e  i n t e r n e t .  H e f i r s t  
m a d e  h e a d l in e s  f o r  th e  d e b a te  o v e r  h is  c h o ic e  o f  
n a m e . A n d  w h e n  p h o to g r a p h e r s  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  
h im . th e  in te r n e t  m e lte d . T a im u r  w as  th e  s ta n d o u t  
c h i ld  w h o  g a rn e re d  th e  m o s t in t e r e s t .  W h en  he  
w a s  j u s t  a few  m o n th s  o ld .  h e  s u d d e n ly  b e c a m e  
fa m o u s . T h e  y o u n g e r  a n d  m o s t  p o p u la r  s o c ia l  
m e d ia  c e le b r i ty  is  no w  f o l lo w in g  in  th e  f o o ts te p s  
o f  h is  o ld e r  s ib l in g .  L ik e  T a im u r . J e h  A li K han  
h a s  b c c o m c  f a i r ly  w e l l - l ik e d .

I n a a y a  N a u rn i  K e rn m u

T he th ir d  P a ta u d i ,  th e  c e le b r i ty  c h i ld ,  h a s  c o m ­
p le te ly  e m b ra c e d  th e  m e d ia  c ra z e .  T h e  d a u g h te r  
o f  S o h a  A li K h an  a n d  K u n a l K e m m u  h a s  a l l  th e  
h a l lm a rk s  o f  te x t- b o o k  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  j u s t  l ik e  
h is  c o u s in  T a im u r . T h e  f a m i ly  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  
In d ia n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  R o y a ls  th a n k s  
to  th e  c h i ld r e n .

B e f o r :  th e  b ir th  o f  th e i r  t h i r d  k id . S h a h  R u k h  
K h an  and  G a u r i  K h an  tr ie d  th e i r  b e s t  to  k e e p  th e  
p r e g n a n c y  n e w s  a s e c r e t .  T h e  c o u p le 's  e x p e r ie n c e  
w ith  A bR am  w a s  c o n s id e r a b ly  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  th a t 
o f  th e i r  o th e r  tw o  a d u lt  c h i ld r e n ,  A ry a n  a n d  S u -  
h a n a . T h e  y o u n g  m an  w ith  d im p l e s  c h a r m e d  h is  
w ay  th r o u g h  p a p a r a z z i  a n d  s o c ia l  m e d ia  w ith  a 
s im i l a r  c h a r m in g  a p p e a l .

A a r a d h y a  B a c h c h a n

A is h w a r y a  R a i to o k  t r e m e n d o u s  p a in s  to  k e ep  
h e r  d a u g h te r  h id d e n  from  th e  m e d ia .  I n s ta g ra m -  
f r i e n d ly  is  s t i l l  v e ry  u n c o m m o n . B a b ie s  a r e  s t i l l  
u n c o m m o n . T h e  y o u n g e s t  m e m b e r  o f  th e  B a c h ­
c h a n  fa m ily  f r e q u e n t ly  a c c o m p a n ie d  h e r  p a r e n ts ,  
p a r t i c u la r ly  h e r  m o th e r ,  to  e v e n ts  f ro m  C a n n e s  to  
A n ti l l a .  T he d a u g h te r  o f  A is h w a ry a  a n d  A b h ish c k  
b e g a n  ti n id ly  w a v in g  to  th e  p h o to g r a p h e r s  a t  th e  
a g e  o f  f iv e  o r  s ix .

M is h a  K a p o o r

W h e n  S h a h id  K a p o o r  w e d  M ira  R a jp u t ,  h e  
a l r e a d y  s h o c k e d  e v e r y o n e  by  c h o o s in g  an a r ­
ra n g e d  m a r r i a g e .  T h e  c o u p le  w e l c o m e d  th e i r  
f i r s t  d a u g h te r ,  w h o m  th e y  a f f e c t io n a t e ly  c a l le d  
M ish a  (M ira  +  S h a h id  M is h a ) ,  a c o m b in a t io n  
o f  th e i r  n a m e s . A lth o u g h  M ish a  h a s  la rg e ly  b e en  
a b le  to  a v o id  th e  s p o t l i g h t ,  g iv e n  th e  f a m e  o f  
h e r  p a re n ts ,  p a p a r a z z i  c a n 't  h e lp  b u t  f o l lo w  the  
y o u n g s te r .  ( lA N S I I f e )

J U S T
Bv O lixia S a rk a r A b r a m  K h a n
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‘Q uality m eans doing it right when  
no  one is looking. ”

— Henry Ford 
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N ijja r  a n d  th e  W est
TUB conccm o f  the West over India's suspected 
role in the killing o f  separatist Khalistani mili­
tant leader Hardeep Singh N ijjar in Canada in 
June 2023 is understandable. However, a ques­
tion is whether the West that hailed the liqui­
dation o f  Osama bin Laden in Pakistan by the 
Americans ir 2011 adopt a double standard. The 
US has often set the standards for international 
dealings. Americans dictate to the UN that acts 
as a referee to nations in war, trade, climate 
control and much else. W hen the US acts, the 
world takes note. Even several nations o f  the 
Islamic world look up to the US for guidance. 
There was not even a whim per o f protest when 
the US task force, the Navy Seal under direct 
guidance from then president Barack Obama, 
sw ooped down on A bbottabad, close to the 
military headquarters o f  Rawalpindi, and shot 
down Ladcn.airlifted the body and laughed their 
way to glory

India has not admitted yet that it liquidated 
the Khalistan leader. Canada keeps repeating 
that it has evidence to show the Indian govern­
ment played a role in the killing and forwarded 
“evidence” to New Delhi. India says it got no 
“substantial’' evidence yet from Canada. The 
Joe Bidcn adm inistration has suggested thal 
India must cooperate with Canada in getting 
at the truth. India responded to the call with a 
deafening silence. The Modi government per­
haps believes it couldn't care less. Self-styled 
opinion-makers including some Nobel Laureates 
have come forward to say the Western nations 
are not doing enough to fix the blame on India 
as they were somewhat mesmerized by the in­
fluence that Prime M inister Narcndra Modi has 
on them or that they were being mindful o f  the 
grow ing s tatjre  o f  India in global affairs. This 
might have ail element o f  truth, but the more im­
portant factor that weighs down the responses o f 
the Western nations to the present Canada-India 
impasse is that they have no locus standi to apply 
pressure on India to “accept guilt,”  i f  any. For, 
their collectivc euphoria to what the US did in 
Abbottabad 12 years ago gives other nations the 
licence to take similar retaliatory steps.

The Nijjar murder, as such, cannot be seen 
in isolation. Notably, the surgical strikes India 
did by intruding into Pakistani territory twice, 
the first in PoK along the border region and ihe 
second time deep inside, reaching up close to 
Rawalpindi, the Pakistani military headquarters, 
and doing a bombardment on what was believed 
to be terrorist hideouts, followed a pattern. It 
happened with M yanm ar too. That pattern, 
which went unquestioned so far, was built on 
the premise that India followed a path show'n 
by the US in Abbottabad.

Agroecology Learning Circle 
and the future of food systems

The Indigenous food sys­
tem is not only unique but 
more importantly, it has also 
su rv ived  the  test o f  tim e 
and  continues to  ex is t till 
date. Despite the popularity 
o f  conventional agriculture 
made popular by the Green 
Revolution, indigenous farm­
ing practiccs in the state are 
s till b e in g  pa tro n ize d  by 
fanners in different parts o f  
the state. A nybody having 
experience in working with 
the farm ers in M eghalaya 
will testify to the fact that the 
indigenous farming practice 
is a live and  kicking. Rec­
ognizing the strength o f  the 
e x is ting  farm ing practice, 
the N orth Last Slow Food 
and Agrobiodiversity Society 
(NESFAS) with the support 
o f  die Meghalaya Basin Man­
agement Agency (MBMA). 
introduced the Agroccology 
Learning Circle which is also 
an innovation component in 
the C om m unity-Led Land­
scape M anagement project 
o f  the Agency.

W hat is Agroccology
Ihe  website o f  the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) defines Agroccology 
a s a holistic and integrated 
approach that simultaneously 
applies ecological and social 
concepts and principles to the 
design and management o f  
sustainable agriculture and 
food system s. The system  
seeks to make the best use 
o f  the  na tu ra l in te rac tion  
between plants, animals, hu­
mans. and the environment. 
It also recognises that people 
can exercise their choice on 
the  k ind o f  food they eat 
and  w here it is p roduced. 
Agroccology is now consid­
ered a science lhat has ex­
panded from something that 
is only on the field and farm
lo that which encom passes 
the whole o f  agriculture and 
the food system . It is now 
a trans-disciplinary system 
that includes an ecological, 
soeio-cu ltu ra l. technologi­
cal. economic, and political 
dimension o f  the food system 
which starts from production 
to consumption.

It addresses the complex 
and interdependent challeng­
es o f  livelihoods, health, and 
the management o f  natural 
resources through holistic ap­
proaches. It is looking at the 
fundamental connection be­
tween people and the planet, 
with sustainable agriculture 
and food systems. It is the fo­
cal point o f  the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, 
w hich s tre sses  the urgent 
need to take determined ac­
tion and pursue policies that 
will lead to transformational 
change. It is attem pting to 
achieve the sustainable De­
velopment Goals (S1X3) for 
example ending poverty and

By / /  / /  Moltrmen

achieving zero hunger, while 
e n suring  inclusive grow th 
and sustainably managing the 
planet's natural resources. It 
a lso  looks in.o the context 
o f  climate change and biodi­
versity loss, and recognizes 
the fact that achieving these 
g oa ls  is  possib le  th rough  
ho listic  and  integrated a p ­
proaches that respect human 
rights. Agroccology is also 
not conventional agriculture 
that is being trade popular in 
the recent pas .

T he 10 Principles 
o f Agrcecology 

A grocco logy  o p e ra te s  
on ten principles which in­
c lude  (a) D iversity  w hich 
recognizes thai ensuring food 
security and rutrition diver­
s ity  a s well i s  conserving, 
p ro tec ting , and enhancing  
natural resources is key to 
agroccological transitions. 
<b) Co-vrccuion and shoring 
o f  knowledge is another im­
portant princifdc o f  Agroecol­
ogy and this means that agri­
cultural innovations respond 
b e tte r  to  local challenges 
when they arc co-crcatcd by 
fanne rs  through participa­
tory processes (c) Synergies 
which mean building syner­
gies that enhance key func­
tions across food system s, 
supporting production and 
multiple ecosystem services 
is an important Agroecology 
principle (d) Another impor­
tant A groccology principle 
is Efficiency which includes 
innova tive  agroccologica l 
practices that produce more 
using less external resources 
( c ) The Rcc>cling principle 
in Agroccolojiy means more 
recycling o f  agricultural pro­
duction whichwill help lower 
economic andcnvironmcntal 
co sts  ( 0  Resilience means 
enhancing the resilience o f  
p eople, com m unities, and  
e cosystem s io en su re  the 
sustainability o f food and ag­
ricultural systems (g) Human 
and  social values in A gro­
ccology mean for sustainable 
food and agricultural systems 
p ro tec ting  and im proving  
rural livelihoods, equity, and 
social well-being is essential
(h) Cultural and food tradi­
tions in Agroccology means 
supporting healthy, diversi­
fied. and cultually  appropri­
a te  diets, agroccology con­
tributes to food security and 
nutrition while maintaining 
the health o f  ;cosystcm s (i) 
Sustainable fox! and agricul­
ture require responsible and 
effective governance mecha­
nisms which arc responsible 
governance at different stages 
s tarting  frorr: local to  na­
tional to  global (J) The last 
principle is th: Circular and 
solidarity economy which is

an economy that reconnects 
producers and consumers and 
provides innovative solutions 
for living within our p lan­
etary boundaries w hile en ­
suring the social foundation 
for inclusive and sustainable 
development.

W hy the A graecology
L earn ing  C ircle?

The project that NESFAS 
w orks on w ith M BM A is 
callcd "Em pow ering Indig­
enous Communities through 
A g ro c c o lo g y  L e a r n in g  
C ircles (ALC) for resilient, 
in teg ra ted  and  innovative  
na tu ra l resou rce  m anage­
m ent." Agroccology Learn­
ing  C irc le  is  designed  for 
community engagement and 
innovation that helps to bring 
out knowledge from know l­
edge holders which will also 
help co-crcate and test new 
so lu tions. T he 18-m onth- 
long  p ro jec t a lso  tr ie s  to 
docum ent and d issem inate 
the learning among the farm­
ers. It aim s at empow ering 
indigenous communities by 
combining agroccology with 
participatory research. This 
will in turn help indigenous 
com m unities recognizc. re­
vive. practicc. and develop 
traditional agroccology tech­
nologies ami practiccs which 
will also help stimulate local 
innovation for a sustainable 
local food system.

It is a platform for farm­
ers to discuss and plan their 
farming activities. It is also 
a space in which community 
m em bers, governm ent o f­
ficials and scientists meet to 
co-crcatcand Icam new skills 
and  capacities. It is where 
new tools and processes were 
introduced to  help enhance 
the agroccology practiccs o f 
the locals and ensure food 
sovereignty and social trans- 
fonnation through local food 
initiatives.

A L C  Is one m ore 
institu tion  in an a lready 

crow ded space
To help enhance the in-

rump o f  ihr farmcr< anil
im prove  the cconom y  o f  
the sta te , the  governm ent 
promotes Self Help Groups 
and  Producers G roups and 
to  encourage thrift for easy 
access to funds, the state gov­
ernment introduced the Inte­
grated Village Cooperative 
Society (IVCS). For Natural 
R esource M anagem ent the 
state already has the Village 
Natural Resource M anage­
m ent C om m ittees and  the 
B iod iversity  M anagem ent 
Committees.

It may be mentioned lhat 
the CM while launching the 
new schcm c callcd CM El­
evate informed that 40.000 
SHGs were created in ihe last

5 years, with a total funding 
o f  Rs 500 crorc distributed lo 
the groups. Another 400 crorc 
was spent by the government 
on 20.000 fanne rs’ groups. 
Perhaps he means the Produc­
e rs ' G roup promoted under 
FOCUS. The government has 
spent a  substantial amount o f  
money on these projects so 
the pertinent question is why 
d o  w c need ano ther g roup 
w hen  w c a lready  have  so 
many in the village.

A I.C Vehicle towards
making IPFS the Game 

C hanger in the food system
It is tn tc  villages already 

have many o f  these groups 
but ALC is different bccausc 
ALC works to buikl on the ex­
isting strength o f  the fanners. 
It is hoped that the ALC will 
also hcip coordinate with the 
government and its agcncics 
to conduct training a t their 
respective villages. The ALC 
a lso  seeks to get scicntific 
validation o f  the indigenous 
practiccs for the benefit o f  the 
fanners. It is a platform at the 
village level that provides an 
opportunity for the farmers 
to interact with cach other, 
crcatc. co-creatc. and co-lcam 
lessons for improving fann­
ing in their villages.

N ESFAS rccognizcs the 
invaluable role o f  women as 
custod ians o f  b iodiversity , 
food . land , n u tr itio n , and  
more and  takes the  in itia ­
tive to ensure that they are 
included in the proccss. The 
organization's work is deeply 
rooted in the values o f  Indig­
enous Peoples, emphasizing 
sharing, caring, and consen­
sus building. All these values 
arc included in the functions 
o f  the ALC. Through ALC, 
N ESFAS hopes to  address 
various issues related to food 
se cu rity  and  so v e re ig n ty , 
health, nutrition, sustainable 
livelihoods, and green energy. 
By championing the causc o f  
Indigenous Peoples. NESFAS 
strives lo ensure their rights to 
cultural identity, food sover­
eignty, and nutritional secu­
rity is kept intact.

It may be mentioned that 
unlike SH G s and  PG s, the 
ALC were not provided fund­
ing cxccpt for the experiment 
that they conducted, yet they 
are very aelive and conduct 
their experim ents and other 
activities without any glitch. 
It m ay be  conclu d e d  that 
ALC is the right platform for 
d evelop ing  and prom oting 
good and sustainable farming 
practiccs and  A groccology 
is the answer to the kind o f  
Agriculture that needs to be 
promoted in a state like Me­
ghalaya. ALC can be a vehicle 
for making indigenous people 
farming systems (IPFS) the 
Gam e C hanger in the food 
system o f  the future.

"T he
u n fo rtu n a te

b a tch es"
Editor,
I am  w riting th is  w ith  

a sense  o f  frustration and 
conccm for those highly edu­
cated  unem ployed youths 
who arc in their late thirties. 
1 know many of them per­
sonally and I a n  aware that 
they have com pleted their 
doctoratcs and arc also NET 
qua lif ied , but arc in  total 
despair and coirplctcly lost, 
with little hope and direction 
about their future career and 
livelihood.

These are groups o f  peo­
ple w ho have invested the 
prime o f  their life to prepare 
themselves to become col­
lege professors and Icctur- 
crs. But. at abcut the time 
when they are «  their thir­
ties and ready with all their 
certificates and qualified to 
be employed for such posts, 
applications and advertise­
ments for all such posts were 
suspended bccausc ofCovid 
and also bccauscof the roster 
system that had been entan­
gled with some serious legal 
issues. By the lime things 
w ere ge tting  back to nor­
malcy. many vacancics had 
become a vai lablc in di ft'crent 
colleges all over the state, as 
many tcachers have retired 
and left their posts vacant for 
fresh advertisements.

T his, together with the

se tting up o f  many Model 
Degree Colleges all over the 
state and the coming up o f  
new stream s to single stream 
colleges, as per the require­
ment o f  NEP and a lso  the 
fact that many faculties o f  
different colleges arc jo in ­
ing NEHU, as the university 
is filling up more than 100 
faculty posts, the number o f  
vacancics have piled up and 
will be advertised in the near 
future. With so many vacan­
cies, the chanccs o f  getting 
se lec ted arc  very h igh for 
cach candidate, particularly 
tl»se  with doctorate degrees. 
Unfortunately, these arc ex­
actly  the people w ho now 
realise that they have wasted 
too much time in getting all 
these extra degrees, which 
seem  to  o n ly  m ake them  
over-qualified.

1 believe the Government 
docs have a valid ground to 
grant these groups o f  candi­
dates some sort o f  condone- 
mcnt so as to  allow  them 
to apply and appear for the 
interview s,and it should cer­
tainly do so, a s  it definitely 
was not their fault that the 
advertisem ents and recruit­
ments proccss was postponed 
and ha lted  for abou t tw o 
years. This evert a s  I fear that 
we may be  losing some very 
good, promising and quality 
people in the field o f  higher 
education in the state.

Yours ctc..
Wanshan.B.Khantew«Hv 

Via email

D ep lo rab le  
ro ad  cond itions 
in Sh illong  city

Editor,
1 am  w riting to  draw your 

attention lo a growing concern 
thal a fleets every resident and 
visitor lo our beautiful ciiy -  
the deplorable condition o f  
roads in Shillong. The stale 
o f  our roads has deteriorated 
to a point where it not only 
hampers daily  life but also 
poses serious safety risks lo 
everyone using them.

The roads o f  S h illong , 
once known for their scenic 
beauty and smooth surfaces, 
have now bccomc a night­
m are io navigate. Potholes 
and uneven surfaces have bc­
comc commonplace, leading 
to frequent accidents, damage 
to vehicles, and unnecessary 
delays. Pedestrians, cyclists, 
and motorists alike arc at risk 
due to the hazardous condi­
tions o f  these roads.

Furthermore, the lack o f  
proper maintenance has re­
su lted  in  d ra in a g e  issues 
during m onsoons, causing 
flooding and w aterlogging. 
This not only inconvcnicnces 
residen ts  but a lso  a ffec ts  
b u s in e sse s , s c h o o ls , and  
hcalthcare facilities, dismpt- 
ing normal life and leads lo 
catastrophe.

It is disheartening to sec 
the state o f  our roads dete­
riorate while other aspects o f  
our city progress. Wc implore

the  conccrncd  au th o ritie s
lo take immediate action to 
address this pressing issue. 
P roper road  m ain tenance, 
lim cly repairs, and a long­
term plan for road infrastruc­
ture dev elopment are essen­
tial to restore the safely and 
convenience Hat the citizens 
o f  Shillong deserve.

I urge the municipal au­
th o r itie s  and governm en t 
to  allocate stfficicnt funds 
and resources to fix the road 
conditions anJ improve our 
c ity 's overall infrastructure. 
Moreover. I appeal to fellow 
citizcns loeome forward and 
demand the attention that this 
issue  deserves, by raising 
their voices collectively.

Shillong has a lways been 
a c ity  o f  p r id e , c u ltu re ,  
a n d  he ritage . L e t 's  w ork  
together to ensure that our 
roads m atch up to the high 
s tandards w e hold for our 
c ity. It's tim e for action, and 
the time is n o v

Yours etc.,
M cbanrapK upar Majavv.

Via email

S h an tin ik c ta n  
as U N ESC O  

W orld  H eritage
Editor.
The listing{>f Shantinikct­

an as a UNESCO World Heri­
tage site is indeed a matter 
o f  satisfaction However, the 
present condition o f  Vishwa 
Bharati. Shan inikctan is far 
from satisfactory. The admin­

istration o f  Vishwa Bharati is 
unfortunately more interested 
in creating w alls, fences and 
divisions than lo uphold the 
v is ion  o f  T agore . T agore 
created Vishwa Bharati a s a 
residential place o f  learning. 
"W here  the w orld has not 
been broken up into frag­
m ents' By narrow domestic 
walls."

M oreover, the present 
Vishwa Bharati administra­
tion also tried to  undcnninc 
another landmark o f  Shan­
tinikctan. Pratichi by raising 
deafening noise over a small 
piccc o f  its land. Pratichi is 
another place o f  pilgrimage 
in Shantinikctan because it is 
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen’s 
ancestral home where he had 
been with his family for eight 
dccadcs.

Yours ctc..
Sujit Dc, 
Kolkata

No vulgar 
entertainment 

during Durga Puja
Editor,
1 want to remind our read­

ers through this daily that a 
lot o f  criticism was expressed 
against inappropriate enter­
tainment ( including ihe cases 
o f  eve-teasing and violence) 
during Durga Puja and other 
important spiritual days like 
Saraswati Puja. Chhat Puja 
c tc . S ince  D urga Puja is 
just round the comer. I urge 
the Ccntral Puja Committee

(CPC) and all Puja organiz­
ers in Meghalaya not to  host 
enterta inm ent program m es 
which arc  against Sanatan 
Dhamia. Many people from 
other communities have start­
ed believing that vulgarity is 
part o f  Hinduism , which is 
wrong.

H ie Bhagavad Gila clearly 
states that seeking external 
pleasure for sense gratifica­
tion is incligious. They arc 
like complete opposites, just 
as ’’devil and God," are. That’s 
w hy Hindu scriptures pre­
scribe that during any pujas 
o r auspicious days, devotees 
should observe strict fasting, 
only consum ing fruits and 
w ater and remain away from 
material indulgences.

So, I kind ly  request all 
D urga Puja o rg an iz e rs  to 
include various spiritual ac­
tivities such as Bhajans and 
Kirtans in their programs. Wc 
should uphold the dignity o f  
Sanatan Dharma and not let 
people from other religions 
look dow n upon it. I humbly 
request the members o f  the 
CPC and all Puja organizers 
to consider these suggestions. 
Wc must set good examples 
for our younger generation.

Yours ctc..
Suraj Biswa.

Via email

Articles and letters ap ­
pearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au tho rs  and  not tha t of
The Shillong Tinu*\

Disastrous road 
conditions taking a toll 

on our spine health
By Dr. Th Cynthia M  Fancon

T he decay ing  roads in 
M eghalaya  have  been  an 
endless issue which seems 
to have no solution up till the 
present tine . Roads which 
essentially provide connec­
tivity to different parts o f  the 
state to increase trade, pro­
mote touri'm , boost the rural 
incomcs, access to markets, 
schools a rd  hospitals, and 
have only degraded.

These poor roads deprive 
people from m eeting their 
needs. For instance, children 
avoid going to schools, pa­
tients are not able to reach the 
hospitals, earning members 
a rc  not able to bring any 
income o r food to the house 
bccausc the risks o f  meeting 
with a terrible accidcnt while

ready suffers from  spinal 
stenosis (pressure on spinal 
cord and nerves), it may 
resu lt in  pa rap leg ia  - th e  
loss o f  sensation  in both 
hands and lower limbs. Such 
injuries may require surgery 
and sometimes patients may 
never recover and become 
bedridden.

I have p e rso n a lly  cn- 
countcrcd  v ictim s o f  this 
condition  w ho have been 
enduring the pain o f  slipped 
disc for many years w hich 
restrains them from driving 
to distant placcs. also some 
have to  live  th rough  the  
adverse effects o f  cervical 
spondylitis. T hey  a rc  to 
be supported  w ith  a ncck 
collar, unable to  drive, have
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travelling through these dan­
gerous roads outweighs the 
risks o f  the inability to meet 
their needs.

In addilion to  the com ­
p lic a tio n s tha t have  been 
c itcd  above, these  poorly  
maintained roads which have 
more o f  potholes and less o f 
roads have a serious nega­
tive impaci on the health and 
wellness o;‘ people. The pot­
holes in the highways and lo ­
cal roads contribute to many 
medical problems in people, 
like slipped disc, lumbar disc, 
ncck and back pain, spinal 
pa in, ccrvical spondylitis, 
a lso  increases the risk o f  
miscarriage in women with 
poor obstciric history.
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gidd iness  frequently  and 
are undergoing treatm ent. 
Physiotherapists have also 
c laim cd there  has been a 
huge rise in the number o f  
patients seeking treatment 
for back pain which origi­
nates from driving in roads 
with potholes. T he people 
o f  Meghalaya arc suffering 
bccausc o f  poor planning 
and infrastructure and may 
continue to suffer bccausc 
o f  their sitcncc.

T h e  w o rs t  a f f c c tc d  
roads in Meghalaya are the 
Shillong to !>awki highway. 
South G aro  H ills d istric t 
roads. Shillong-Jowai road, 
ctc. even the roads in many 
parts o f  ihe city like the Polo

uTravelling in vehicles over large potholes 
can lecd to serious spinal injuries. Sudden 
braking o f  vehicles due to potholes may 

cause a whiplash injury to the spine 
(forceful, rapid back and forth movement 

o f  the neck), and when the passenger 
already suffers from spinal stenosis 

(pressure on spinal cord and nerves), 
it may result in paraplegia -the loss o f  

sensation in both hands and lower limbs. 
Such injuries may require surgery and 

sometimes patients may never recover and 
become bedridden. ”

It is the spine that holds 
the ncck and torso upright 
and allow s n .-vihility  and 
mobility to the body. Back 
pain is cndemic among officc 
goers particularly those trav­
elling long distances daily 
with less physical activity. 
Rough roaJs send vibrations 
and jerks ihrough the body 
and  can c iu sc  stress frac­
tures (tiny cracks in the bone 
that a rc  caused by repetitive 
force, usually from overuse) 
and pennanent damage to the 
spine. T w > w hcc lcr riders 
and drivers over the age o f
40 years an: among the worst 
affcctcd with tw o w heeler 
riders being more affcctcd. 
They usually  su ffe r from  
chronic pain syndrome due to 
undcrlyingspondylitis issues 
in the neck and back which 
flare up due to persistent driv­
ing on roaos full o f  potholes. 
It m ay cv :n  causc  lum bar 
disc bulge, pain, dizziness 
and numbness.

T rave lling  in veh ic le s  
over large potholes can lead 
to  serious sp ina l in juries. 
Sudden braking o f  vehicles 
due to potliolcs may causc a 
whiplash injury to the spine 
( fo rce fu l, rap id  back  and 
forth movement o f  the neck), 
and when the passenger a l­

to Rynjah road. Gancsh Das 
hospital road and many more
have been ncglcctcd. The
administration has turned a 
blind eye to these matters. 
The main reasons for the 
proliferation o f  potholes arc 
the inferior quality o f  raw 
materials and  unsc icn tific  
ro ad  la y in g  te c h n iq u e s  
e m p lo y e d  by c o n t r a c ­
tors to  cu t c o rn e rs , lack  
o f  t im e ly  a n d  e ffe c tiv e  
rep a ir , in d if fe re n c e  and 
callousness  on the  p a rt o f  
the au tho ritie s .

T he governm en t m ust 
ta k e  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  fo r  
th is , a s people a rc  dying 
and  su ffe ring  in  pa in  but 
do  not voice it out. T he 
re s id e n ts  o f  M e g h a la y a  
a rc  u n a b le  to  u se  th e ir  
ab ilities to  the ir m aximum 
p o te n t ia l  b c c a u sc  th e ir  
h e a lth  is  in  je o p a rd y . I 
urge the people  in pow er 
to  take  prom pt a c tion  in 
this m atter and hope that 
M e g h a la y a  w o u ld  soon 
have the best quality  roads 
as it w ill decrease  health 
risks, increase employment 
p o te n tia l, th e re b y  boost 
the s ta te 's  econom y and 
development.

(The writer is currently  
with I  IP  f t  Shillong)
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“Courage is the price that life  exacts 
fo r  grunting peace. ”

— Amelia Earhart 
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W h ith e r  S au b h ag y a  Scam !
IN a preliminary report on the implementation of 
the Pradhan Vfantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojna
-  SAUBHAGYA scheme launched in 2017, the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) Report 
had carl icr citsd cxccss payment of Rs 149 crorc to 
the contractor. The MDAGovemment in an attempt 
to whitewash this scam appointed a retired judge 
and two retired civil servants to inquire into the 
scam and as expected they gave the State Govern­
ment a clean diit. In the latest report o f the CAG for 
the year ending March 2022 it is stated that despite 
the advisory issued by the Cabinet Secretary, the 
injudicious decision of the MePDCL for award­
ing contracts to contractors at their quoted rates 
resulted in avoidable expenditure o f Rupees 156.14 
crore. The SAUBHAGYA scheme was meant to 
ensure universal electrification in urban and mral 
areas by providing last mile connectivity through 
financial assistance to the Distribution companies 
or the State Power Department. SAUBHAGYA 
envisages providing power to households either 
through the grid or through stand-alone photo­
voltaic systems in remote inaccessible areas where 
grid connection is not feasible.

The funding pattern for the scheme was in the 
ratio o f 85:15 between the Government o f India 
and Government o f Meghalaya. A Letter o f Intent 
for participating in the scheme was submitted 
to Government o f India in February 2018 and a 
DPR worth Rs 1876.15 crore for electrification of 
1.49,826 households was submitted for approval 
in May 2018. Government o f India sanctioned 
Rs 657.06 crore and released Rs 525.30 crore for 
electrification o f the unclectrificd households. Gov­
ernment o f Meghalaya provided an additional Rs 
148.67 crore between November 2019 and March 
2022. The completion date for SAUBHAGYA was 
fixed for December 2018. It was extended to De­
cember 2020 due to delay in awarding o f  contracts 
by MePDCL.

The Union Cabinet Secretary in a video confer­
ence with the then Chief Secretary had suggested 
that the tendering for SAUBHAGYA be cancelled 
and the works be taken up by the Department 
since the rates quoted by the Turnkey Contractors 
(TKCs) were above the estimated cost and retcn- 
dering would lead to delay. But despite assuring 
the Cabinet Secretary that SAUBHAGYA would 
be executed by the Department, the MePDCL went 
ahead with the tender and awarded the contract 
to the TKCs in February-March 2019. Why did 
MePDCL extend undue benefits to the contractors 
thereby resulting in avoidable expenditure? Item- 
wise audit o f prevailing rates found that 86 Of 95 
items under Supply component and 44 out o f  54 
items under “Erection component” were common 
but the rates quoted by contractors were much 
higher than the Departmental rates thereby result­
ing in avoidable expenditure o f Rs 156.14 crorc. 
The inquiry report into the SAUBHAGYA scam 
was never made public and neither was it tabled in 
the Assembly. But the Opposition then and the Op­
position now seem to have forgotten this scam and 
have moved on. Corruption in Meghalaya is norma- 
lised because the guilty arc never punished.

VPP’s Resolution: Case of 
the Act and the Landless

The problem o f  land ac­
quisition and land alienation 
is not new but has arisen since 
the time Meghalaya attained 
its statehood and continues 
to persist even lo date. There 
arc plenty o f  incidcnccs that 
indicate that the customary 
land-holding system o f  the 
Khasi is currently in danger 
and  it is this concern thal 
p rom pted the Voice o f  ihe 
People Parly (V PP) MLA. 
Ardent M. Basaiawmoit to 
submit a Resolution in the 
Autumn Session o f  the Me­
ghalaya Legislative Assem­
bly 2023 to strengthen the 
M eghalaya Transfer o f  Land 
Act ( Regulation) 19 7 1 and to 
stop its rampant violation.

In his resolution. Ardent 
points out that the insertion 
o f  Section 4 ( I)  (c) &  (0 in 
the 1971 Act. brought by the 
1991 A m endm ent, enabled 
religious societies to transfer 
land in their name and the 
land can be  used as burial 
o r cremation ground by any 
community and hcncc they 
provide the opportunity for 
non-tribals to purchase land 
in M eghalaya, w hich is a 
departure from the inherent 
character o f  the Act. Such 
alienation o f land by the gov­
ernment cannot be stopped 
by the locals since it operates 
under the above sections. II is 
clear that the Act o f  1971 and 
ils subsequent amendments 
could not seal the leakages 
that existed in the exceptions 
and hence it bccam c h ith­
erto inadequate to protect the 
property, identity and interest 
o f  the indigenous people o f  
the state. Hcncc it needed to 
be strengthened.

In addition, tlxr Resolution 
talks about the illegality that 
exists in the transfer o f  land 
and complete violation o f  the 
Act o f  1971 such as the allot­
ment o f  land to professionals, 
bureaucrats, ctc. at the rate o f  
one rupee per square foot and 
the lease o f  government land 
in New Shillong Township to 
the C ivil Services O fficers 
1 lousing Cooperativ e Society 
L im ited. Fu rthe rm ore , he 
also spoke about the signifi­
cance o f  the land in which in 
addition to ils value, the min­
erals underneath its surface 
a lso  belonged to  the same 
ownership.

T he people o f  the state 
must be thankful to  the V'PP 
and  ils  M L A s w ho have 
brought these crucial matters 
to the House on behalf o f  the 
indigenous people in general 
and the fate o f  the landless 
individuals and fam ilies in 
particular. D espite this e f­
fort. an editorial o f  one daily 
newspaper in Shillong ques­
tions the move o f  the MLA 
and paints a doubtful picture 
o f  the intention and motive 
o f  the Party. Unfortunately, 
the editorial missed a point 
when it tried to bring out the 
move o f  former C hief Minis­
ter BB Lyngdoh to conduct a 
cadastral survey o f  the stale 
without giving its report or

By Dr Rusievan Shangpliang

outcom e o f  the m entioned 
survey. I agree that i f  such a 
survey is conducted, il will 
ccrtainly help in laying out 
the foundation required for 
land cciling, but the million- 
do llar qucsticn is. will this 
governm ent carry out this 
vital move when its top brass 
from  ils coalition partners 
are themselves owning more 
than what their salaries could 
atTord? We m ist seek justice 
for the sake o f the landless 
tribal in  the »tatc. but one 
c annot poin t fingers w hen 
A rdent Basaiawmoit as an 
MLA tries to bring the a tten­
tion o f  the Legislative House

dent overlooked the ease o f  
the landless tribal is uncalled 
for. Since, as an indigenous 
lawmaker it is his duty and 
it becomes his priority to put 
the protection o f  his people 
from land alienation by non- 
triba ls  f irs t and  deal with 
the m erciless accumulation 
o f  landed property  by ihe 
rich locals later. Therefore, 
according to the Resolution 
that he brought, Ik* proposes 
a land cciling which is re­
quired to reduce economic 
d isp a ritie s , to  en sure  that 
w ealth is not concentrated 
in few ind iv iduals and  to 
guarantee that tribals arc not

“The unemployment problem, 
economic hardships and many other 

issues compelled the primary 
landowners to sell their land fo r  a 

throwaway price only to regret it later. 
Aren 7 these practical problems that 

require practical solutions? According to 
Khasi customs, The Dorbar o f  the Syiem, 
the Raid, or the Shnong has no right to 

either create Ri Kynti or to convert the Ri 
Raid to Ri Kynti or sell it. This is practice 

in theory while in reality both Ri Raid and 
Ri Kynti are being converted into 

registered private ownership, and i f  
customs are being trampled and 

disregarded by the modern political 
administration then we are bound to 

have more landless tribals. ”

to this m atter or question his 
past as the MDC in the A u­
tonomous District Council. 
Instead, wc should appreciate 
and eiKotiragchim to take the 
m atter to the people and seek 
their full support in resolving 
the issue which has a deep 
sense o f  cultu'a l and histori­
cal connection.

It would be reasonable  
i f  one would also question 
why the Resolution brought 
by hint was ocfcatcd in the 
Assembly w h;n the erics o f  
sections o f  the middle and 
below middle class are very 
much aloud tl'csc days since 
the cost o f  land is more than 
their cam ings in two o r three 
lifetimes. Pcrfcaps this ques­
tion should be d irec ted  to 
the rest o f  the 56 members 
o f  the Legislative Assembly 
who have decided that they 
d o  not w ant to  partake in 
safeguarding the primary and 
most important rights o f  the 
people o f  (Ik  state by refus­
ing to support the resolution 
o f  A rdent and a lso  to  the 
m ajority o f  tic  MDCs who 
have been constantly failing 
to highlight and discuss this 
vital issue in the Council.

The accusation that Ar-

lcft behind but should have 
access to available means o f  
subsistence and an adequate 
piece o f  land.

B e fo re  a n y o n e  ju m p s  
to  c o n c lu s io n s , w c m ust 
f irst find out w hat causes 
land alienation. I must agree 
with the editor o f  the same 
newspaper w hen she rightly 
mentioned in one o f  her pub­
lished articles that poverty 
is  the m ain cause  o f  land 
a lienation. But w hat causes 
this poverty and how do wc 
measure it? Why arc certain 
groups o f  people (both local 
and non-local) accumulating 
enormous amounts o f  wealth 
enough to buy ten o r hundred 
acres o f  land w hile others 
c annot even  afford  to  pay 
regular rent? Isn 't this visible 
especially  am ong the ones 
who are hand in glove with 
the government ministers and 
front party workers? Isn't it 
obvious that a governm ent 
servant is able to buy land 
w orth c ro rcso f rupees within 
a short span o f  service? Isn’t 
it corruption and money laun­
dering and daylight robbery 
o f  the state treasury before 
our very eyes?

The unemployment prob­

lem. economic hardships and 
many other issues compelled 
the prim ary landow ners to 
sell their land for a throw ­
away pricc only to  regret it 
later. A ren 't these practical 
problems that require practi­
cal solutions? A ccording to 
Khasi custom s. T he Dorbar 
o f  the Syiem, the Raid, o r the 
Shnong has no right to  cither 
create Ri Kynti or to convert 
the Ri Raid to Ri Kynti or 
se ll it. T his is p rac tice  in 
theory while in reality both 
Ri Raid and Ri Kynti are be­
ing converted into registered 
private ownership, and i f  cus­
toms are being trampled and 
d isregarded by the modem 
political administration then 
wc are bound to have morc 
landless tribals.

I t sh o u ld  be  p laccd  on 
record that most o f  the land 
in M eghalaya  is p rivately  
owned. Out o f  ihe 4.85.913 
households, there  a re  only 
1.16.723(24 percent) house­
holds with land. This isalann- 
ing and highly sensitive since 
the population is growing and 
ihe overall perfonnanccof the 
state is not in a condition lo 
help the landless lo acquire 
land for their necessity. The 
District Council has the right 
to exercise ils pow ers con­
ferred by the provisions o f  the 
Sixth Schedule to the Con­
stitution o f  India, and rules 
and  regulations have to  be 
made to safeguard ihe rights 
o f  the people in all aspects. 
This is not a one-man jo b  but 
the members o f  the Council 
have to  join tly  agree without 
a doubt to come up with strin­
gent law s to  strengthen ihe 
Land Acts v isa  v is the rights 
o f  the tribals in the stale. Time 
will tell whether the District 
Council will see an adm in­
istra tion  that w ill p rovide 
ju stice  to the landless and 
curb the pow er o f  the landed 
ones. And as to which party 
will lead that kind o f  admin­
istration. only the indigenous 
voters will decide.

Wc must rem em ber that 
the VPP stands firmly on the 
ground o f  clcan politics and 
c lean  governance . C orrup­
tion is  a d isease that most 
people and those at the helm 
o f  affairshave considered and 
casually accepted as a normal 
practice and this is a danger­
ous precedent, especially for 
our state. It is also not illogi­
cal to  say that as one o f  the 
factors o f  economic stagna­
tion. corruption or the misuse 
and misappropriation o f  pub­
lic funds has also led to the 
slate o f  undcr-dcvclopmcnt. 
rural econom ic deprivation 
and shoddy constructions o f 
certain vital physical infra­
structure (assets). Again, wc 
must also consider that there 
are certain classes o f  people 
w ho through their ill-goticn 
w ealth  have  am assed  and 
accumulated morc land in the 
urban and rural hinterlands, 
which is also one o f  the main 
factors o f  land alienation.

Essence o f 
D u rg a  P u ja  
observance

Editor,
I am w riting to offer my 

thoughts in  response to  a 
letter penned by Mr. Suraj 
Biswa, which was featured 
in ihe September 25th. 2023 
e d itio n  o f  T h :  S h illo n g  
Times. W hile Mr. Biswa’s 
w o rd s  w ere  c an d id  and  
thought-provoking. I believe 
his sentiments resonate with 
a broader global contcxt, and 
I wish to share my perspec­
tive on this matter.

Mr. Biswa astutely h igh­
lighted the transformation o f  
certain religious committees, 
irrespective o f  their religious 
affilia tions, into com m er­
cial entities o r conduits for 
short-sigh ted  promotional 
en d ea v o u rs  o r  b e h a lf  o f  
their leaders. Tfcesc organi­
zations. once dedicated to 
spiritual devotion and com­
munity service, seem to have 
ventured into profit-driven 
initiatives and public rela­
tions endeavours like beauty 
competitions o r Bollywood 
style vulgarandcom mcreial 
entertainment, that, a t times, 
lack the authenticity and so­

lemnity. which ideally should 
dclinc religious institutions.

In addition to Mr. Biswa':
o b se rv a tio n s , ii is  w orth 
noting that some Christian 
churehcs and Sikh Gurud- 
w aras  h av e  su c ce ss fu lly  
m aintained ihe sanctity  o f  
the ir  re lig io u s  a c tiv i tie s . 
These institutions, in their 
com m itm ent to  preserving 
the core tenets o f  their faith, 
o rganize com petitions and 
events centered on hymns, 
sacred music, and religious 
activities. Their steadfastness 
in adhering to their religious 
principles is commendable 
and serves a s  a testam ent 
to their unwavering dedica­
tion.

A s wc navigate the com ­
plex intersection o f  spirituali­
ty, tradition, and modernity, it 
is imperative that we remain 
vigilant and discerning. Our 
religious institutions hold the 
potential to serv e as bastions 
o f  genu ine  faith , e n lig h t­
enm ent. and bcncvolcncc. 
Therefore, it is our collective 
responsibility to ensure that 
they continue to inspire and 
uplift individuals, fostering 
a deeper connection to  their 
spiritual joumcy.

In closing, I would like to 
express my gratitude to The

Shillong l imes few providing 
a platform for such meaning­
ful a nd  in sigh tfu l d iscus
sions. I trust that our shared 
reflections w ill con tribu te
lo a broader dialogue on the 
evolving role o f  religious in­
stitutions in today's world.

Thank you for your atten­
tion and consideration.

Yours etc., 
A nkush Kurkalang 

Founder & ch ief Mentor 
@ Kurkalang Skilling & 

Learning Centre 
Via email

W om en’s
R eserva tion

Bill
Fxlitor.
The W omen’s R eserva­

tion Bill is welcome. But the 
problem is this Bill has two 
s trings attached  to  it. The 
first one says it will wait for 
the census conducted aficr 
this Bill has been published. 
T h a t comcs the second string 
in the form o f  delimitation. It 
says that on the basis o f  that 
ccnsus report, delim itation 
will be undertaken to reserve 
scats for women. Given that 
the Lok Sabha clcc tion  is
due next year, this would be

the jo b  for the next elected 
government. The women o f  
our country may even have to 
wait for two Lok Sabha elec­
tions i f  the next government 
a lso fails to  conduct a  ccnsus 
like the present one for one 
reason o r another.

In this sense this Bill is 
really historical in nature. I 
do not know if  there is any 
previous record o f  issuance 
o f  a Bill in t ic Lok Sabha 
w hich looks like a travel in a 
time machine. Unfortunately, 
this particular Bill will serve 
a s a bad precedence. It will 
cncouragc central and state 
governments to come up with 
m orc such Bills which arc to  
stay in the deep freeze for 5 
o r even 10 years.

Yours etc., 
Sujit Dc.

Via email

M egha laya 's  
c ry  fo r u n ity : 
W h a t a re  w e 
w aiting  fo r?
Editor,
As I read he  newspaper 

rep o rt w hich p ro cla im e d  
"M eghalaya's inflation rate 
highest in India." (ST Sep­

tem ber 25. 2023) m y heart 
a ch c d  lo r  the  "A bode  o f  
C louds.” It is indeed a sor­
rowful sight to w itness our 
beloved sta te  bleeding; its 
once pristine charm eroded 
by the relentless onslaught 
o f  economic woes. It matters 
not who o r what is to blame 
for this dccline, for it is high 
time for all genuine citizens 
o f  M eghalaya to  unite in a 
common cause.

Ihe  pain is palpable as we 
w itness the gradual erosion o f  
our state's allure across ev ery 
sector. The time has come for 
religious leaders, government 
officials, and pressure groups 
to join forces and extend an 
invitation to the Railways, 
imploring them to set their 
tracks in the heart o f  M e­
ghalaya. at least for essential 
com m odities. T he soaring 
p riccs o f  da ily  necessities 
have pushed the middle class 
to the brink o f  survival, and it 
is incumbent upon us. for the 
sake o f  our shared humanity, 
to find a solution to  this press­
ing problem.

In this crucible o f  crisis, 
the dem and fo r the Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) becomes 
all the more urgent. Until this 
protective shield is granted, 
it is the solemn duty o f  our

government to devise a robust 
m echanism  for controlling 
influx, rigorously enforced ai 
all entry and exit points. This 
measure, if  implemented ef­
fectively, will not only curb 
the rising priccs but also serv e 
as a  catalyst for employment 
generation among our youth.

So, wc must ask ourselves, 
"What dscare  we waiting for?" 
The time for unity and col­
lective action is now. It is our 
shared responsibil ity to breathe 
life back into Meghalaya, the 
jewel o f  Northeast India. The 
very csscncc o f  our state lies 
in its diversity, and in unity, 
w c shall find the strength to 
overcome these trying times.

In the sp irit o f  com ing  
together, let us rekindle the 
hope and pride that defines 
M eghalaya. Together, w c can 
once again see our "Abode o f 
Clouds" soar to new heights, 
w here prosperity know s no 
bounds.

Yours etc., 
R Sarki 

Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with th* requtelto 

details will be published.

A race to the 
bottom

By Jagdish Rattan uni

T h e  abusive  a nd  co m ­
munal cpit icts hurled by the 
BJP MP f-om South Delhi 
Ramcsh Bdhuri against the 
BSP M P K unw ar D anish 
Ali represent a race to the 
bottom, a steep if  inevitable 
fall as language that should 
be banned on the streets is 
spoken in Parliament from 
the treasury benches. At this 
stage, the 3JP is trapped by 
the d iscas ; o f  com petitive 
communal sm  and attention- 
seeking. some o f  its am bi­
tious members trying to grab 
the stage in desperate ways 
with displays one worse than 
the other. The lack o f  strong 
and swift action against Bid- 
huri legitimises such abuse, 
and indocc messages others 
that it is okay to play in this 
muck and contribute to a ris­
ing crescendo o f  communal 
hatred as wc prepare for the
2024 clcctons. An immedi­
ate example is the claim by 
another BJP M Pthat Bidhuri 
w as provoked, but that state­
ment. too, is an attempt to 
inject morc com m unalism  
into the picture.

That B idhuri's unspeak­
able and violent words camc 
while he appeared to be de­
fending th; Prime M inister 
should ideally and in nonnal 
cireumstaiKcs be seen as an 
affront to !hc Prime M inis­
ter. There arc other ways to 
respond to  the charge, which 
essentially was on a differ­
ent topic -  that the Prim e 
M inister grabbed a ttention 
and took credit for the moon 
mission instead o f  leaving 
1SRO to bask in the glory. 
That the rebuttal to  the ac­
cusation  is abuse actually  
makes the accusation stick, 
docs a disservice to the Prime 
M inister ard  the party (never 
mind the ricrits or demerits 
o f  the accusation) and should 
shock the leadership. Further, 
that Bidhuri defiled Parlia­
ment in the very first session 
it met there in the new build­
ing marks another hijacking 
o f  what will be billed as an 
im portant achievem ent by 
the BJP. The Prime Minister 
him self has callcd the new 
cdificc “ not just a new  build­
ing but the symbol o f  a new 
beginning." Bidhuri got to 
give that 'Mew beginning" a 
very ominous meaning. And 
he also ended up diverting 
attention away from the Hie 
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini- 
yam. the women reservations 
bill which the Prime Minister 
has called ‘a historic legisla­
tion which will further boost 
women empowerment ..." . 
T his should be enough  lo 
attract stem action. That this 
action was not forthcoming 
as o f  Sunday night beyond 
the issuance o f  a show-causc 
no tice  raises m any  q u e s­
tions.

T he key o f  these should 
be the nature and charactcr 
o f  the new BJP as it prepares 
to fight 2024. overtly confi­
dent that ii will be  returned 
to  pow er b u t no t exac tly  
unconcerixd about the "sur­
p r ise ”  thot R ahul G nndhi 
says awaits the party. The 
coming together o f  the Op­
position. even though dccricd 
by som e  as a p a tchw ork  
solution ra her than a unified 
presence, lias without doubt 
worried the BJP. There is also 
a strong  «nti-incum bcncy  
undercurrent at play, not to 
add the vigour with which 
the O ppostion is taking its 
story to the people and re­
sponding a i  social media. In 
it, it has rich material on the 
communalism o f  the BJP. the 
pet industrialists* (and one 
“ friend ly  m onopo lis t" , to 
quote Rahil Gandhi) that the 
leadership has consistently 
favoured, the  pro-rich and 
the anti-people approaches 
that have -un the spectrum 
from demonetisation to high 
fuel and gas cylinder priccs 
to tomatoes that recently sold 
for RsJOO akilo.

Under these circumstanc­
es. and  pa rticu larly  sincc  
there  a rc  rep o rts  tha t the 
India alliarec o f  the O pposi­
tion appears to be picking up 
steam, the easiest approach 
would be »  fall back on the

staple o f  communalism. If 
this is considered a sure-shot 
winner, as many in the BJP 
tend to think, then the nation 
must brace for a rather hor­
rible campaign as individual 
cand ida tes  racc  ahead  o f  
the  sanctioned  na rra tive , 
and land up in spaccs like 
the one Bidhuri occupied in 
Parliament.

The nature o f  the rogue 
spccch. the silcncc  o f  the 
BJP leadership, the obvious 
pain displayed by Danish Ali 
who said he couldn 't sleep 
the night the remarks were 
made is the exact w ay the 
cycle o f  abuse and violcncc 
has played out outside o f  
Parliam ent. T he question  
that w as thought to be out­
side on the streets for those 
oppressed: “Where do ordi­
nary people go for justice?" 
has now rcachcd Parliament, 
with a  M ember o f  the Lok 
Sabha now asking: “W here 
do we go for justice?" This is 
without doubt a terrible slide 
for the nation.

At the root o f  this fall is 
the be lief  am ong the BJP 
that assertion means aggres­
sion. that hitting out is the 
best form o f  defence, that 
violcncc is in our grain and 
must be  met with double the 
v iolence, that the "o ther” 
must be put down, that the 
gram m ar o f  leade rsh ip  is 
m asculine in form , shape 
and action. This is the old 
la n g u ag e  o f  p o w e r  a nd  
control, a spent force po­
sition ing  in the  w orld o f  
today. It represents a poor 
projection o f  this nation as 
a harsh and desolate land­
scape o f  bitterness. Wc arc 
creating a Bharat without 
its ideas o f  grace, love and 
to g e th e rn e ss . In th e  a b ­
sence o f  these. India cannot 
thrive as a nation, how ever 
advanced  the in fra s tru c ­
ture, the  businesses o r other 
tools o f  modernity.

Some o f  these ideas will 
com e up during the clcction 
cam paign to challenge the 
BJP. "L ove" is a  language 
that the Congress has sp o ­
ken o f  often in recent times. 
There is no doubt that the 
B JP cam p a ig n  th is  tim e 
w ill be  even  m orc  slick , 
w ell oiled, properly  timed 
and  lu x u r io u s ly  funded . 
Sam ples o f  the  cam paign 
h ave  be en  e m erg in g  on 
social media over the last 
month o r so. Expect a kind 
o f  carpet bom bing o f  the 
nation with the BJP m es­
sages. Sclcct sections o f  the 
media w ill be in  its pocket. 
The O pposition will be no 
m a tch  in  m oney  pow er. 
Yet. there a re  no  guaran ­
tees. As the savvy form er 
Prime M inister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh oncc said: " In  
India, you can lose an clcc­
tion for w ant o f  m oney but 
you can never w in  an e lec­
tion ju s t because you have 
m oney!" H owever, a huge 
mismatch o f  resources with 
the BJP loaded with money 
Hows will still hurt the O p ­
position.

W hile wc await the for­
mal blow ing  o f  the  cam ­
paign  bugles, there  is  an 
easy way out o f  the s itua­
tion creatcd in  Parliam ent. 
T he B JP  lead e rsh ip  a s  a 
w ho le  can  a p o log ise , its  
senior leaders including the 
Prime M inister can meet up 
with Danish Ali and assure 
him and the nation that this 
won't happen again, suitably 
punish the offender in this 
ease and walk away from 
the ugly and choose to take 
the high ground. Just how 
many from those among the 
BJP ranks and those ranged 
against the party think that 
such a path is possible, de­
s ira b le , ev en  p ro fitab le?  
And thereby hangs the talc 
o f  a nation that can break 
barriers to reach the moon 
while it builds new barriers 
in the hearts and minds o f  
the people.

(The writer is  a  journa l­
is t a n d  fa c u lty  m em ber at 
S P JIM R . H ew s are  p e r ­
sonal) (Syndicate: The B il­
lion Press) (e-mail: editoifa 
thvbittianprey \  m}it
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“ I f  everything seem s under control, 
yo u  're ju s t not going fa s t  enough

—  M ario  A n d retti
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S ta tes  se t fo r  polls
TH E com ing  round o f  assem bly  polls will 
be crucial for the two national parties -  the 
Congress and the BJP. The BJP-ruled Madhya 
Pradesh. Congress-ruled Rajasthan and Chhat- 
tisgarh, the MNF fiefdom o f  M izoram and the 
BRS-run Telangana are edging closer to polls 
even as uncertainty continues over the Modi dis­
pensation 's move to hold polls simultaneously 
to both the Lok Sabha and state assemblies. 
M ajor focus would be on M adhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan for the reason that they are politically 
more prominent. The results o f  the five assembly 
polls would, undoubtedly, set the pace for the 
upcoming parliament polls. While a safe predic­
tion about the outcome o f  these assembly polls 
is impossible, em erging hints are that the BJP 
might have a hard task ahead if  it has to retain 
M adhya Pradesh. So too with Rajasthan, where 
a divided state Congress establishment will have 
to struggle haid to retain power.

Notably, the BJP could not win a majority in 
M adhya Pradesh in the last assembly polls but 
m anaged to oust the Kamalnath-led Congress 
government from power later and virtually seize 
pow er there. The BJP ran governm ent there 
for over 18 years and, for most part, the chief 
m inister was Shivraj Singh Chouhan. The BJP 
is clearly in a mind to keep him aside after the 
present polls if the party retains power. This is 
evident from the fact that several stalw arts in­
cluding som e senior Union ministers figure in 
the lists o f  candidates. The lists are incomplete 
yet, but so farC hauhan’s name does not figure 
in the list. The last assembly polls had also seen 
a tussle between the central party leadership 
and Chauhan, which was later cited as a reason 
for the party's failure to m uster a majority in 
the assembly in 2018. Though the Centre has 
pum ped in a let o f  m oney into M adhya Pradesh 
to modernize the highw ays etc. this by itself 
would not help the party retain power. An an ti­
incumbency mood is evident there.

In Rajasthan, the Congress establishm ent is 
deeply divided between ch ie f m inister Ashok 
Gehlot and Sachin Pilot, both form idable lead­
ers. This has the potential to upset the Congress 
applecart there. Rahul Gandhi know s as much, 
and hence stressed rather on the parly’s possible 
successes in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
“possibly” Telangana loo. The fight in Telangana 
would be between the ruling BRS and the Con­
gress, as the B. P remains organisationally weak. 
The saffron party is groping in the dark also 
am id feelings that it does not want to confront 
the ch ief minister in anticipation o f  a  future alli­
ance w'ith KCR. The South will remain mostly a 
’no-go” area for the BJP as  its leaders there are 
easy-going and mostly specimens o f  a  kind.

Agricultural policy 
for Meghalaya

During the recently con­
c luded  a ssem b ly  session . 
LD P MLA M ayralbom Syi- 
cm from the constituency o f  
Nongpoh drew the attention 
o f  the House to  the need for 
a sta te  agricu ltu ral policy. 
During the discussion, he also 
mentioned the 2023 Megha­
laya State Organic and N atu­
ral Fanning Policy, which has 
an allocation o f  Rs 25 crorc. 
W ith A gricu ltu re  M inister 
A mpareen Lyngdoh stating 
that farming in the state is still 
natural and organic in nature, 
the M eghalaya State Organic 
and Natural harming policy 
is by default the agricultural 
policy o f  the state. However, 
if  that is the case, the amount 
allocated  for the  policy is 
too low. How can 25 crore 
be enough for a sector that, 
according to the State De­
partment o f  Agriculture and 
Farm er 's  W elfare engages 
81%  o f  the popu la tion  o f  
llic Male? The pulicy itself,
though, is quite progressive. 
However, there are a few as­
sumptions in the docum ent 
that, if  rvctificd. w ill help in 
case a general agricultural 
policy is fom iulatcd in  the 
future.

T h e  2023  P o licy  e n u ­
merates certain  challenges 
plaguing natural and organic 
farming in the state. These 
a re  lim ited  know ledge  o f  
the potential and benefits o f  
oiganic and natural fanning; 
a lack o f  knowledge amongst 
farm ers on the  p roccss o f  
transitioning from conven­
tional to organic and natural 
farm ing; lim ited access to 
quality oiganic input materi­
als such as organic seeds and 
fcniliscrs; and a high cost o f  
certification and low number 
o f  certifying agencies makes 
certification o? organic pro­
duce challenging for small 
and marginal farmers. There 
arc a few problems with these 
statements.

Since the 1960’s, the em ­
phasis among policymakers 
has been on increasing the 
productivity o f  cereal crops 
in the country by introducing 
Green Revolution technology 
cons is ting o f  the triad o f  IIYV 
seeds, irrigation, and  sy n ­
thetic chemicals. According 
to  the Agriculture Minister, 
it has been a blessing in d is­
guise that the G reen Revolu­
tion skipped the North Fast. 
However this is not entirely 
true. Meghalaya has a highly 
rugged topography, w hich 
lim its ir r ig a tio n  p ro jec ts . 
H Y V  se ed s  a nd  chem ical 
fertilisers, though, have been 
used by farm ers for a  long 
time. These are in the form 
o f  seeds provided by govern­
ment agencies and subsidies 
for chem icals, w hich w ere 
available until such support 
w as discontinued by the Mu- 
kul Sangma government in 
2 0 14 . 1lowever. on the eve o f  
the last assembly election, the 
MDA government lifted the 
ban on chemical fertilizers. 
In order to accommodate this 
contradiction (use o f  chem i­
cals with the need to promote 
organic fanning), scction 5.3 
titled  'H arm on iz ing  usage

By B hog to ram M awroh

o f  chem ical fertilisers with 
organic farm ing' the 2023 
Policy document, talks about 
the prioritisation o f  “organic 
cultivation while recognizing 
the time and effort needed to 
change long sand ing  ag ri­
cultural practices which have 
invo lved  use o f  chem ical 
fertilizers in fanning habits o f 
fanners". Thisisconnected to 
the second challenge listed in 
the 2023 Policy, viz.. lack o f  
knowledge amongst farmers 
on the process :>ftransitioning 
from conventional to  organic 
and natural fanning.

In order to support the tran­
sition. Section 5.3.4, states 
tha t the  governm ent w ill 
provide “necessary support,., 
that balances ihe imperative 
fo r environm enta l p ro tec ­
tion a s w ell as for improved 
incom es for fanners". The 
statement itself is very vague 
and doesn 't enumerate any 
concrete steps to support the 
farmers in transition For that, 
one  has to  refer to Section 
5.2. titled 'Conversion from 
Inorganic to Organic Farm­
ing’ which mentions “train­
ing and capacity building o f  
farmers to enable production 
o f  plant nutrient. Jiva Amrit, 
biofcrtilizcrs, interventions, 
o r  p rojects pertaining to... 
be  taken up under the M a­
hatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(M G NREGA 1... (and )con ­
vergence o f  ike state's M is­
sion O rganic. M G NRFGA. 
Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran 
Pariyojana (MKSP), Mission 
O rgan ic  Value C ha in  D e­
velopment for Northeastern 
Regions (M O VCDN ER)and 
any other relevant schemes, 
to  enable fanners to  leverage 
on multiple resources sim ul­
taneously for conversion and 
operation".

Conversion from inorgan­
ic  to  organic ncans a loss o f  
productivity and income for 
the intervening period. There 
is no mention among the mea­
sures listed o f  income support 
for the financial loss that such 
farmers will face during the 
transition. In this, it is d isap­
pointing that PM-PRANAM 
(PmdhanManiri Promotion 
o f  A lte rna te  N utrien ts for 
Agriculture Management) is 
not mentioned that actually 
incentivizc stares to use lesser 
amounts o f  chemical fertilis­
ers by providing incentive 
grants at tlx: rare o f  50 percent 
o f  the total amount o f  subsidy 
saved by using less fertilizer. 
The government should stop, 
in fact, giving subsidies for 
fertilisers and use the incen­
tiv e  under tke schem e to 
provide support to die fanners 
during the transition. Unless 
that happens, tie  interregnum 
period o f  tramition will be a 
painful one for the farmers, 
which will prevent some from 
making the transition.

The third challenge talks 
about “ liniitcdacccss to qual­
ity oiganic input material such 
as organic seeds and fertiliz­
ers” . This is not completely 
accurate. Thojgh tanners in

Meghalaya never completely 
accepted the Given Revolution, 
some did adopt some part o f  it, 
like seeds and fertilisers, on a 
very limited scale. Despite this, 
the state is by and large organic, 
which itselfisa testament to the 
farsightedness o f  the fanners 
who chose to hold on to their 
traditional fanning methods. 
This includes numerous tra­
ditional seeds (for example, a 
single village may still bcculti- 
va ting at least more titan 20 rice 
varieties or more than 10 potato 
varieties), many o f  which Iwvc 
high potential for resilience to 
climate change, and die various 
soil improvement measures, 
which include local methods 
o f  making compost, mulching, 
crop rotation, and the usco f Ic- 
guminous plants in association 
with other crops to improve 
soil fertility. The problem is 
therefore ink of'limited access' 
but tin t traditional knowledge 
has been marginalised over 
the years.

Section 5.5.3. in lact. docs 
talk about the creation o f  plat­
forms “ in collaboration with 
research institutions to enable 
scientific validation o f  Indig­
enous Traditional Knowledge 
and innovations made by fann­
ers pertaining to Agri(cultural) 
inputs, plant protection, disease 
and climate resilient organic 
seeds, and organic seed ptuduc- 
tion and propagation, including 
and standardization o f  the No 
products" and Scction 5 .8.1 
also talks about “a participatory 
and collaborative approach to 
organic fanning to strengthen 
awareness, collaboration, p ro  
duction. value, and benefits*'. 
However, it appears this will 
take place in parallel with the 
development o f  ’Package o f 
Practices' rather than being the 
preparatory step in the process. 
How much participation from 
tlic local community and inclu­
sion o f  local natural fanning 
practices are actually going 
to  take placc? O r is it again a 
top-down approach with meth­
odologies developed outside 
the state introduced without 
making an attempt to leverage 
local strengths?

Sections 5.5.3 and 5.8.1 
arc highly empowering and 
could be instrumental ingiving 
due recognition and affirming 
dignity to the fanners who have 
fed our indigenous communi­
ties for generations. But the 
fact diat it is not being looked 
at as strength is a continuation 
o f  die narrative that has been 
persisted from the past, i.e., 
indigenous communities can­
not feed themselves despite 
having done so for the last
10.000 years.

Finally, die List challenge 
talks about the "high cost o f 
certification and low number 
o f  certifying agcncics make 
certification o f  organic pro­
duce challenging for small 
and marginal farmers" which 
is actually quite true. Under 
Section 5.9, titled ‘Certification 
and product testing' three types 
o f  certification processes arc 
mentioned: the Participatory 
G uarantee System o f  India

(POD-India), the National Pro­
gramme for Organic Produc­
tion (NPOP-Third Party Cer­
tification), and Trust Organic. 
The problem, however, is that 
such certification will have to 
follow the 2022 Guidelines 
o f  the N ational M ission on 
Natural Fanning, which, un­
der Section 10.2(d). state that 
“States in consultation with 
local Gram Panchayat (Doibar 
Slinong) skill identify natural 
farming practitioners which 
arc full time successful natural 
farmers with their entire land 
holding under natural farm­
ing since the last 2-3 years". 
The assessment o f  whether a 
system  is  follow ing natural 
fanning principles will involve 
soil testing and tracking o f  soil 
Itcahli for a period ofover three 
to four years. However, two o f 
the most important traditional 
farming systems practiced in 
the state arc Jhum and Bun, 
which arc rotational in nature 
«u itl involve iiMviiij- |>k>Lsallci 
a certain period. This means 
that under die current policy, 
such farmers will be excluded 
and lose the benefits o f  the 
certification system.

The Agriculture Minister 
also  ta lked  about enabling 
“settled and sustainable fann­
ing ."  w hich g ives the  im ­
pression that die government 
will try to  get people to leave 
Jhum and Bun and transition 
to  a more settled system. The 
financial and social implica­
tions (especially on the land 
tenure system) o f  diis arc going 
to be huge. Also, die fact tltat 
despite government efforts in 
the past to eradicate, especially 
Jhuni, the  fann ing  system  
still exists should infonn the 
government that instead o f  be­
ing antagonistic to a fanning 
system that has a higher degree 
o f  biodiversity, tlic hallmark 
o f  a  resilient system enicial 
for combating climate change, 
they should look to includc it in 
their programs. The same goes 
for Bun as  well.

In general, the 2023 policy 
is very progressive, and wc 
must congratulate tlic MDA 
government for introducing 
the policy. The emphasis on 
‘Linking organic produce to 
I leahh and N utrition Schemes' 
(scction 5.12) has the poten­
tial to be a  gam e-changing 
perspective that will allow the 
state to  di ink not just in terms o f 
food security but work towards 
achieving food sovereignty, 
a much more pertinent goal 
for the indigenous communi­
ties o f  the state. It is  quite 
fortuitous that it is the MLA 
from Ri Bhoi, a  district which 
has tremendous potential to 
be a torchbcarer in tenns o f  
sustainable agriculture in the 
state, who raised the issue o f 
the need to have a  state agri­
cultural policy. It is. therefore, 
hoped dial Mayralbom Syiem 
will follow up with his demand 
and ensure that it conics to 
fruition. That will be a great 
gift not ju st to his district but 
to the entire suite a s  well.

(The view s expressed  in 
the  article are those o f  the  
author a nd  do  no t reflect in 
any  miay his affiliation to  any 
organization or institution)

U rg e n t need 
fo r su s ta in ab le  

roads 
in fra s tru c tu re  
in M eg h a lay a
Editor,
I w ri te  to  e x p re ss  m y 

profound concern over the 
deterio rating  state o f  road 
in frastruc ture  in the  s tun ­
ning landscapes o f M egha­
laya. T he roads that w ind 
th ro u g h  th is  p ic tu resq u e  
region, w hich should be a 
source o f  pride, arc instead 
em blem atic o f  aa  ongoing 
crisis.

Regrettably, the govern­
m ent's response tc this issue 
has o ften  been lim ited to 
what can only be described 
as "cosm etic pa in to f roads.” 
These superficial, short-term 
f ixes , w h ile  m om entarily  
im proving conditions, prove 
shockingly inadequate. The 
u n fo rg iv in g  c lim a te  a nd  
challeng ing  terrain sw iftly  
conspire  to  undo these  e f­
forts, perpetuating a  cycic o f  
degradation and renewal.

W hat adcLs to our collec­
tive dism ay is the revelation 
that road repairs oficn appear 
to  coincide w ith VIP visits, 
presum ably to  secure fund­
ing. T his e rratic  approach 
no t on ly  ra ises  questions 
about the allocat on o f  re ­

sources but a lso jeopardizes 
the safety o f  those who travel 
these roads. It leads to  in­
creased travel tim es, height­
ened  tran spo rta tion  costs, 
and  a stifling o f  econom ic 
progress, all o f  w hich have 
a  profound  im pact on the 
region's residents and busi­
nesses.

In the light o f  th is d is ­
tressing situation, I urge the 
go v e rn m e n t to  tr an s itio n  
from this stop-gap approach 
to  adopting  a com prehen­
sive. sustainable strategy to 
address the road infrastruc­
tu re  c ris is  in M eghalaya. 
T h is  s tra te g y  m ust c a re ­
fully  c o nsider the un ique  
challenges presented by the 
region's terrain and climate. 
Equally vital is the  recogni­
tion thal the voices and needs 
o f  the local community must 
be  at the  forefront o f  a b ­
solution.

In conclusion, Meghalaya 
d em ands la s tin g , ho lis tic  
solutions for their road net­
work. T he current cyclc o f  
"cosm etic fixes" perpetuates 
hardship for residen ts and 
hinders economic growth. It 
is high time for meaningful 
ch an g e , c h a rac te r iz ed  by  
sustained government action, 
community engagement, and 
a reso lu te  com m itm ent to 
quality and durability.

Yours ctc., 
Wandi Kerne P. Shyrmang, 

Via email

F rom  th e  p o in t 
o f  v iew  o f 
a  s tu d e n t

Editor.
A s I w as reading the arti­

c le in your newspaper about 
how students aren't excelling 
in mathem atics and scicncc 
a s w ell a s w e should be, I 
rea lized  tha t as a  student 
w ho com es from  a highly 
academic family background 
and as a  very curious child 
I w as bored out o f  m y w its 
during my mathem atics and 
science classes. And this was 
not because 1 was distracted; 
I w as sim ply not able to un­
derstand and hence w as not 
paying attention bccausc the 
w ay tcachcrs taught us was 
so  dull and uninteresting.

It felt like a vicious cycle. 
S incc  th e  s tu d e n ts  a re n ’t 
interested and are not pay­
ing atten tion , the tcachcrs 
to o  a rc  tire d  a nd  fed  up. 
They ju st run through the 
chapters. It is not entirely  
the teachers' fault, nor is it 
the students. Since w c s tu ­
dents don’t understand the 
language therefore, w e show 
no in te rest in the subject, 
making the teachers angry, 
annoyed, and uninterested in
teaching. Even if  the tcachcrs 
arc good in the subject, some 
o f  them  have no interest in 
teaching or in using differ­
ent m ethods, and  students

aren’t giving the teachers a 
chance. So who is to blame? 
Teachers? Students? O r the 
education system?

The sim ple answ er and 
perhaps the most interesting 
is that student; do not pay a t­
tention—not because they’re 
not interested but bccausc 
they don't understand what is 
being taught. I was a homc- 
schoolcr for many years, and 
I studied m athem atics and 
other subjects in Khasi up to 
C lass 5 . 1 continue to do my 
Class 12 studies at home, in 
Khasi, by translation.

I w as taught in K hasi 
and w hen I s tarted  do ing  
M aths in English, I felt a s  
if  1 would just go stick my 
head in the ovai, not bccause 
I w as not intelligent o r non- 
cooperative  t>ui bccausc  I 
just could not understand the 
language and lie gramm ar o f  
the subject I w as studying. 
But w hen it was translated 
to  m e by my m other and 
her friends into Khasi. I un­
derstood it perfectly. Same 
g o e s fo r m y S c ience  and 
o ther subjects and  w hen I 
went back to &hool for about 
six m onths, I realised that 
most o f  the >tudcnts in  the 
school and in my c lass didn't 
understand English and the 
g ram m ar o f  th e  su b je c t , 
c spccially  M aths. W hen I 
explained it to them in Khasi 
and Hindi they managed to 
score m arks that w ere not

even in their capacity, a B+ 
student and even a C+ student 
got straight A's bccause they 
understood ft perfectly. Why? 
Because it was in their own 
m other tongue. So now the 
real question is not whether 
o r not students arc  capable 
o f  studying Mathematics and 
Science or any  subject for 
that matter. Tlic real question 
is - Will the education system 
let them? O r arc w e to follow 
the western style o f  education 
and end up losing our roots 
and not gaining much o f  a 
life o r career since we do not 
understand English as well as 
we should?

We all ask the question: 
Why are  students better in 
Hindi than Khasi. o r w hy arc 
students scoring in English 
rather than Khasi o r  Pnar'? 
So isn't it time for a change? 
Should we not introduce learn­
ing in our mother tongue while 
learning English too? And 
this not just to understand the 
subject or to c x cd  in it. but to 
bring us closer to our roots so 
that we can say w e arc proud 
to read, write, and speak Khasi 
and Pnar instead o f  being be­
littled and overtaken by Eng­
lish speakers who, may 1 add. 
can’t speak good English for 
die iifcofthcm. At least before 
our mothers’ generation, even 
if  they had to  speak English in 
school, their English w as per­
fec t Here in our generation. 
English is spoken as i f  it’s our

mother tongue, yet our gram ­
mar, spelling, and pronuncia­
tion arc so pathetic.

I sec young girls on the 
road talking in English, look­
ing at me, and telling me to, 
"move away from the road be­
cause we arc in it.” And when 
I replied to  them in English, 
they' said ”Oh pcit kam. I dci 
Khasi." which translates to. ” 
Oh look she doesn't look like 
a  Khasi”.

And w hen 1 talked back 
in Khasi. they didn't seem to 
know what I was talking about 
and said. "Nii! You don't need 
to flaunt that you are Khasi." 
Therefore, I would like to con­
clude by saying that knowing, 
studying, and teaching in our 
mother tongue, be it anywhere 
in our state or country will 
not just open opportunities to 
us students but also broaden 
our minds and hearts to other 
things besides Westernisation 
and also show us that there 
is more to  know than meets 
the eye when it comes to  our 
mother tongue.

W ho knows? it may sur­
prise us!

Yours etc., 
Shailin 11. Lyngdoh.

Shillong - I I

A rticles and le tter; ap­
pearing  on this page arc  
the v iew s o f  the  w riters ' 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Absolute Surrender...!
Read ihe headlines this 

morning, in one o f  the dai­
lies. that one o f  those who 
had masterminded the 26/11 
te rro r is t a ttac k  in  M um ­
bai, and  w ho is  now  in a 
prison in the U S. has had 
a chargcshcct filed against 
him by the Indian govern­
ment. Hearing this, my mind 
im m ediately w ent back to 
that terrible night, when the 
a ttacks were o rganised  at 
d ifferent places which the 
terrorists had chosen, o r ran­
domly decided to strike. Two 
o f  the places they assaulted 
w ere the CST Station and 
a little  farther, the Madam 
Cama ho>pital.

B e tw e e n  b o th  th e s e  
places where hundreds lost 
their lives, as the terrorists 
sprayed tic  areas with ma­
chine gun fire, w as the Press 
C lub, and in the press club, 1 
w as having dinner with the 
editor o f  a Chennai newspa­
per, where w e w ere discuss­
ing terms for m y colum n in 
his newspaper.

A nd suddenly te rrified  
reporters w ere  running  in 
with die clcctrilying and ter­
rifying news tha t hundreds 
w ere  being sh o t de ad  on 
cither side o f  us. just a few 
metres away.

Till date. I have no idea 
how  these shooters d idn 't 
enter the press c lub and kill 
all o f  us, which I am  sure 
would have been the biggest 
achievem ent for them , as 
the club at thal m oment was 
crowded with we journalists, 
supposed y m outhpieces for 
the natior.

But it was not to  be. Wc 
could not jjo out o f  the prem­
ises, because the killers used

o f  w hat the O ne w ho saved 
you. w ants you to  do from 
now onwards..!

I thought deeply about 
that w ord ‘su rre n d er’ this 
morning and since 1 spend 
my time also with the scrip­
tures even as I spend time 
with the newspapers. I de­
cided to see what others who 
had escaped w ith their lives, 
like King D avid o f  yore, had 
to say about surrender.

D av id , a s  y o u  know , 
spent a lot o f  his life escap­
ing, often by a ha ir’s breadth 
from  th e  a ttacks o f  K ing 
Saul. Once. King Saul, with 
no reason, except that he was 
jealous o f  the popularity o f  
D avid, threw  h is  spear at 
D avid, which w ould have 
im pa led  him  to the w all, 
but missed him  by an inch. 
And it w as David who had 
something to  say about sur­
rendering oneself to the One 
who saves us from death or 
a m ajor disaster.

K ing D avid says. ‘Sur­
render yourself to the LORD, 
and wait patiently for him. 
Do not be preoccupied with 
an evildoer w ho succeeds in 
his w ay when he carries out 
his schemes.

Let go o f  anger and leave 
rage behind. Do not be prc- 
occupicd. It only leads to 
evil.

Evildoers will be cut o ff 
from their inheritance, but 
those w ho wait with hope 
for the LO RD  w ill inherit 
the land.

In a little w hile a w icked 
person will vanish. Then you 
can carefully examine where 
he was. but there w ill be no 
trace o f  him.

Oppressed people will in­
herit the land and will enjoy

that very road, killing among 
o the rs four top policc  o f­
ficials. whose jeep  w e heard 
speeding down the very road 
we were kolcd up in.

The press c lub w as actu­
a lly  a  sitting duck. It w as 
new. it had all its lights blaz­
ing. and would have been a 
shooter's delight, and would 
have been one tim e w hen 
the  gun n ig h t have been 
mightier than the pen.

But we w ere spared, and 
it’s the act o f  being spared I 
would lik : to  address today. 
A ll o f  us a t o ne  tim e o r 
another hive cscapcd major 
and minor catastrophes and 
calamities. It could be min­
utes away from a pile up, oi 
the missing o f  a plane, or 
even slipping but not having 
a major fall.

1 lave you ever wondered 
w hether H ere’s a reason for 
the same? Som eone up there 
says. “ I ’v* got a purpose for 
him, let’s  protect h im !" And 
our purpose in life after such 
a 'protected'experience is to 
surrender to  the Protcctor!

A fter reading the news 
report that talked about the 
w anted terrorist this m orn­
ing and which brought back 
m emories o f  26/11 1 heard 
a recording on  the  w ord , 
’surrender’.

It w as apt. I f  those same 
fellows hid entered the Press 
C lub with their A k-47s, we 
w ou ld  have be en  on  ou r 
knees pleading for our lives 
and surrendering ourselves 
to their mcrcy.

But in  being spared, isn't 
‘surrender ' s till the  pass­
w ord? That we w ho have 
escaped, whether it be a bul­
let o r an accident, surrender 
our lives and actions from 
that day on to the O ne who 
saved us?

Think about it. and you’ll 
find a purpose for living ap­
pearing. with the knowledge

unlimited peace. The wicked 
person plots against a righ­
teous one  and grits his teeth 
at him. Tlic Lord laughs at 
him because he has seen that 
his tim e is coming.

W icked people pull out 
their swords and bend their 
bows to kill oppressed and 
needy people, to slaughter 
those who arc  decent. But 
their ow n sw ords will pierce 
their hearts, and their bows 
will be broken.

The little  that the righ­
teous person has is better 
than  th e  w ea lth  o f  m any 
wicked people.

The arm s o f  w icked peo­
ple will be broken, but the 
LORD cinitiuucs to sup|KJi( 
righteous people.*

Look at that, just look at 
that, surrendering here does 
not end with submission and 
annihilation o f  oneself, but 
surrendering means the giv­
ing up o f  oneself to  a stron­
ger person who takes over 
our fight. Surrender doesn’t 
m ean subserv iency  to  be­
com ing a  slave, but on the 
contrary it means someone 
stronger than w e are fighting 
our battles. “Now let me take 
over your life and battles," 
says a G od above and w ith 
th a t c o m e s  an u n e n d in g  
stream o f  victories!

A fter tha t n igh t w hen 
terror cam e knocking nearby 
and even before that w hen 
in a hospital bed I w as told 1 
w ouldn’t last the night. I've 
found that the easiest way 
to live is through ‘absolute 
su rre n d e r ,' a nd  c e r ta in ly  
a s David, maybe the most 
remembered king in history 
found out, it is the best way 
to live..!

(The A uthor conducts an  
Online Writers a n d  Speakers 
Course. F o r  m ore  deta ils  
se n d  a  thum bs-up to  h im  on
W hatsApp 9892572883.

bohshanteiiagm ail.com /
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Importance of 
Vernacular Literature

“ Curiosity is the lust o f  the m in d ”
—  T h o m as H obbes

The S h illong  T im es
N..I V.:l W V».<n Mill HIM.. IHIHWM I'll Mlil l< :v.

T ourism  on a  roll
IMPRESSIVELY, the post-Covid phase is seeing a 
major spun in global (ravel as also domestic tourism. 
Economies arc generally stable and feats o f  another 
global meltdown have not been substantiated in seri­
ous ways. Large numbers o f Indians are traveling, 
both within the country and to prized destinations 
abroad. Notably, the US mission's announcement 
in New Delhi that it has surpassed the target o f one 
million visa applications from this country for 2023, 
much before tlx; ycar-end, is a sign o f the times. 
Foreign tourist arrivals in India doubled during the 
first half o f this year to stand at over 4.3 million, 
while over 6 million of them arrived here the previ­
ous year. Domestic tourism here also saw a major 
rise in travel in the post-Covid phase, with nearly 
seven million people contributing their mite to the 
sector in 2021. followed by a sharp rise to 1.700 
million last yea*.

While over I million Indians have already lined 
up for the US visit this year, fact is also that lots o f 
Indians flew to ether popular destinations like Dubai, 
London, Canada, Singapore, Thailand ctc. The travel 
industry, the aviation companies and the hospitality 
sector, all o f them largely hit by the Chinese-induced 
pandemic, might by now have more than made up 
for the huge losses they suffered. The rates in all 
these sectors have sharply increased but this is not 
dissuading travel buffs from venturing out.

The nation of 1.4 billion has an active 10 per cent 
affluent upper class and a 20 per cent well-heeled 
middle class, the rest being the underlings who live 
on hope, hard labour and rationed foodgrains. The 
rich and the middle class together form a huge seg­
ment. Among them are also the retired government 
officials, several o f them drawing big pensions. They 
are the new segment that oils the tourism, hospitality 
and aviation sectors. They have disposable incomes 
and are not saddled by family burden. Their children, 
in most cases, have happily settled down. India’s 
hugely corrupt systems and its corrupt bureaucracy, 
apart from the business class, are all helping large 
numbers from their ranks to splurge money on travel 
and tourism. What should also be noted is that the 
moneybags haw more opportunities to splurge on 
forcign soil, where no-holds-barred entertainment is 
available at a price. Contrast this with the palpable 
boredom in India, its choked cities, from where mil­
lions o f youths arc now flying abroad to study and to 
fetch jobs, which arc aplenty for the asking in citics 
in the West. Little wonder, then, that the US easily 
surpassed its one-million visa target for this year 
when three more months are yet to open.

By Patricia M ukhim

E A M 's  U N G A  S peech

Resetting 
world order

lly  Prof. (Dr.) O.K. Giri

L etters  to  the K ditor

N eed to  b reak  
th e  Ind ia- 

C anada impasse
Kditor
This whole Incia-Canada 

impasse has been tidy  tragic. 
India is  far  more reactive 
to  Canada (a w estern n a ­
tion) than it eoulci atTord to 
be  to the G u lf naiions after 
the N upur S h a ra a  fiasco, 
which led to  the extrajudicial 
murder (via beheading) o f  
an Indian citizen ;Kanhaiya 
Lai), on Indian soil. Both 
Canada and the G ulf nations 
have large Indian diasporas. 
which send remltunccs. But 
I ndia's response to die two lias 
been start; in its contrast. The 
BJP not only did not defend 
Nupur Shanna but suspended 
her from her position as party 
spokesperson. In the case o f  
Canada, however. India has 
been outraged a n i  reactive 
-  instead o f  being truthful 
and reflective. Mr. M odi's 
governm ent (G C I) had to 
keep its mouth shul before the 
G ulf nations, for fear o f  jeop­
ardizing the Indian diaspora's 
rem ittances, thus proving  
India's vulnerability before 
these nations. But it has been 
able to scream backat Canada, 
because this nation is far more 
democratic (almosttoo much), 
just, ethical, and tolerant. De­
spite terrible travcsies. justice 
remainsa hallmark and visible 
virtue o f  western civilization. 
Moreover, i f  Justin Trudeau 
is telling the truth, then the 
provocation in Canada is far 
worse morally titan N upur 
S h a n n a 's  com m ents. T he 
murder o f  N ijjar in Canada 
has not yet led to violence. But 
Nupur Sham ia 's comments 
led to a  gruesome beheading, 
which India was unable to 
protest effectively.

Every nation his the right 
to  protect itself from seces­
sionists. But not through extra- 
judicial killings. I f  there is the

slightest truth to Mr. Trudeau's 
findings. Indians should hold 
their governm ent fully a c ­
countable. as is. expected o f  
a mature democracy. Even if  
Nijjar was a  terrorist (as GOl 
claims), he deserved the rule 
o f  law and proper justice in a 
court o f  law. As to  why Canada 
tolerates and harbours tcrror- 
istsand secessionists o f  Indian 
origin — this is a different 
question altogether. Chances 
arc. it does so bccause o f  its 
ultra-libcnil interpretation o f  
"free spcecli."

O ne must protest ex tra­
judicial killings by any gov­
ernment -  all the more when 
this happens on foreign soil. 
T his includes ex-Prcsident 
Obam a's cowboy style kill­
ing o f  Osama bin Laden — a 
man who should have been 
arrested and brought before 
the ICC. So, for the US to be 
preaching at India right now 
is truly hypocritical. And yet, 
the role o f  a superpow er is 
to act as half tyrant and half 
leader in the world, a s it pulls 
the Locomotive o f  I listory. So 
the American reaction, even 
if  hypocritical. Is in keeping 
with its role as superpower.

If  India is to shine on the 
global stage, it should do so 
through strength o f  character, 
ethics, ecumenism, and a stel­
lar human rights record -  not 
through symbols o f  power. like 
a  growing cconomy, space od­
ysseys. and play ing host to the 
G-20 meeting. That western 
nations arc wooing India now 
for strategic and economic 
reasons, should not cause ar­
rogance in Indians, but caution 
and humility. O vercom ing 
the "slave” mentality calls for 
overcoming the colonial hang­
over. A nation matures when it 
throws off  the yokeofnot only 
forcign dom inion, but also 
o f  its own internal demons, 
which includes smouldering 
and unreasonable resentment. 
A narcissistic and emotional 
patrio tism  cannot possibly

The Shillong Book Fair 
organised by the Government 
o f  M eghalaya in collabora­
tion with the National Book 
Trust (NBT) has a  series o f  
panel d iscussions lined up, 
all in sync with the themes o f  
language, literature, the arts 
and cinema. The first panel 
d iscussion  tha t this w riter 
was part o f  was named. "Ink 
o f  the H ills: Regional L it­
erature o f  Meghalaya. Fellow 
panelists included upcoming 
poet Rangkilbok Dikrud and 
Lorinda D Marak, Associate 
Professor. Shillong College. 
Wc spoke to a near empty au­
ditorium which had a captive 
audience o f  a few NCC cadets 
and  som e school s tuden ts 
who perhaps had some inter­
est in literature. A nd that's 
the problem  in M eghalaya 
and Shillong. Unless there is 
a captive audicncc very few 
really w ant to  listen to  any 
cerebral stuff. Sometimes you 
wonder why you waste time 
to  even jo in  these panels. But 
w hat's done cannot be un­
done; one can only be careful 
not to waste one’s breath next 
time around.

L ike  o th e r  ind ig e n o u s 
peoples die Khasis relied on 
oral tradition to tell their sto­
ries and weave their folklores. 
By the tim e w e were given 
our script in 18 4 1 much had 
been written about us by the 
British colonialists w ho in­
terpreted what they saw from 
their ow n lenses. Indeed, 
writers like PRT Gurdon are 
much referred to by our own 
historians w hen they have to 
write about that era which be­
gan from 1826onwards. Oral 
history cannot be evidenced 
because one would have to 
quote w ise  ciders o r go to 
the Ahom Buranji which is 
w ritten in  A hom  language 
and which starts with the cre­
ation story until the end o f  the 
Ahom rule in Assam. But the 
Ahom Buranji speaks more 
about the Jayantia rajas and 
very little about the Khasis. 
1 have often wondered what 
the Khasi past was and how­
to separate it from the modem 
construct a s seen from  the 
eyes o f  the white man.

V ernacular literatu re  is 
im portant i f  w e a rc  to  un­
derstand the past and locate 
ourselves in it a s it w as then 
and not a c ra fted  glorious 
past w hich w as flawless. We 
are. a fter all. fallible humans 
subjected to  the p itfalls o f  
human decadence as well as

benefit the nation, unless it 
roots its e lf  in solid  moral 
grounds.

Yours, etc..
Dee pa Majumdar.

Via email

Im b ro g lio  o v er 
th e  skies

Editor,
I am  w riting because o f  

the bizarre Indigo Flight 6E 
7304 heading from Kolkata 
NTSB International A irport 
to Shillong (U m roi) Airport 
on September 2 2 .1 w as not 
a passenger on this particular 
flight but I was at the airport 
(Shillong A irport) when this 
incident happened. O ne o f  
m y colleagues w as arriving 
from Kolkata that particular 
day. September 22) which 
w as a Friday. E very th ing  
was m oving as per schedule 
and  the  flight took o ff  un­
eventfully.

I w as travelling to  New 
D elhi on SpiceJet on that 
day and  for me everything 
w as a ll right. Wc took o ff  
ea r lie r  than  the departu re  
time. I was happy and had 
a comfortable flight to New 
Delhi.

Now. let's talk back about 
this particular flight Indigo 
6E 7304 o f  which my friend 
had to bear the brunt of!

The aircraft was supposed 
to  touchdow n at S h illong  
A irp o rt a ro u n d  11:55 A s 
pe r scheduled ETA.But to 
e v e ry o n e ’s  s u rp ris e ,  the 
aircraft and its passengers 
didn 't reach the  scheduled 
destination, even w hen the 
aircraft had alrcady entered 
the Shillong Air Space. To 
my distress, they diverted the 
flight back to Kolkata (CCU) 
and  their reasons w as that 
due to bad weather o r poor 
visibility they were unable to 
land. Visibility that day was 
clear enough for touchdown. 
W ith Instrum ents Landing 
Facility ( IL S )in  place in our

the highest degrees ofdignity  
and morality which is why wc 
have w ords I ke ‘badonbu- 
ro m \ ‘don akor' ba tip bricvv, 
tip blei (civility. propriety and 
righteousness). These then 
became the standards set for 
measuring Khasi behaviour. 
Anything thal falls short o f  
these yardsticks is considered 
‘khlcm ako r' ‘khlcm burom ' 
(devoid o f  morality and de­
cency). The Khasis arc so  en­
trapped by the need to  remain 
within the no rns o f  decorum 
such as those propounded by 
Radlion Sing Kharwanlang’s
* Ka Jingsncng Tymmcn* the 
m oral code  o f  conduct as 
espoused by Khasi elders. Wc 
could h a w  raised questions as 
to who narrated these sets o f  
behaviours to Radhon Sing 
but ours is a non-questioning 
culture.

W ith the com ing o f  die 
British the Khasi moral code 
w as married to the religious 
canons o f  Christianity  and 
w e can only imagine a so­
c ie ty  brought up  w ith  so 
many behavioural codes o f  
do ’s and don 't;. It must have 
been pretty stifling and mind 
you  it is  not in the  K hasi 
nature to critique anything, 
much less what the 'w h ite  
man* had brought and taught 
from across the seas. Hcncc 
I presume there developed a 
culture o f  subordination, o f  
docility, o f  complete acqui­
escence to  th ; societal and 
religious coder. In this stifling 
atmosphere it is not surprising 
that there were not too many 
poets o r litterateurs and that 
even to  this day w e can only 
recount what Soso Tham has 
said and warned us against.

Literature reflects the so­
ciety o f  the time and if  that 
socicty lacks a liberal ecosys­
tem. is inhibited and unable to 
express itself liberally, much 
less to break o tt o f  the societal 
shackles; i f  its people arc all 
the time poised as ifwalking a 
bamboo bridge that could col­
lapse and therefore have their 
hearts in their mouths, how 
can they even think liberally. 
Think o f  the weight o f  hav­
ing to be care ul in how you 
walk, talk and laugh. Women 
w ere  not a Hewed to  laugh 
heartily. They w ould be put 
in their p laccsand callcd ‘ba 
rkhic shait kyivhlcin. ‘(laugh­
ing like  a woman o f  loose 
m orals). There is no such

airport how could this have 
happened. One can under­
stand if  it was a Visual A p­
proach. Then poor visibility 
would have been a problem 
and they would have had to  
divert the flight. However, I 
d idn 't belicvethis story from 
Indigo because Ailiancc Air 
took o ff  and landed at around 
the sam e time in Shillong 
that day and I was also flying 
to New Delhi w ith SpiceJet 
and my flight was not affect­
ed. nor cancelled, delayed 
o r anything. I: was a smooth 
touchdow n  for incom ing  
passengers from Delhi and 
also the take oft' w as good. 
No turbulence, nothing like 
tha t, it w as j sm ooth  and 
uneventful flight.

I am writing this bccause 
I am  saddened as  my friend 
had to com e hom e due  to 
urgent family emergency. I 
therefore dem and answ ers 
from Indigo. M y questions 
arc  ( I )  W hy d idn 't Indigo 
reroute the fig h t to LGBI 
B orjhar (G u.vahati) Inter­
national A irport w h ich  is 
m ore convenient and nearer 
to  S hillong  or any  airport 
in the North Eastern States.
(2) I also want to know why 
Indigo's fares arc skyrocket­
ing? IndigoCCL-SHG-CCU 
being an UDAN Regional 
Connectivity Scheme ( RCS) 
o f  th e  M in istry  o f  C iv il 
Aviation. Hence the Direc­
tor General o fC ivil Aviation 
(D G C A ) Airports A uthor­
ity  o f  India should resolve 
all these problems with the 
Airline and answer our ques­
tions.

I hope to see a change in 
the Aviation operations espe­
cially from oar lone, beauti­
ful A irport and tha t these  
grievances are addressed . 
Looking forward to a better 
flying experience.

Yours etc..
Cltanmiki Laloo

Via Email

regimentation for boys mcn. 
No woman would dare break 
ou t these  soc ie ta l ch ain s, 
much less say something ir­
reverent i f  they feel die need 
to. Perhaps because o f  these 
shackles some o f  the elderly 
women who didn 't lit into the 
category o f  “ badon burom” 
eidier because they became 
pregnant out o f  w edlock and 
the church disowned them or 
bccausc they ju st felt claus­
trophobic. w ould break out 
in to  e xp le tives  to  c leanse  
their souls.

Literature m ust have its 
readers. To read there  has 
to  be mass literacy compe­
tence which has to be evenly 
distributed. Now is that the 
case  w ith  the K hasis even 
today? How many really can 
read and understand a Khasi 
novel and its intricacies w hen 
life itself is like a novel gone 
horribly w rong? And even 
writing is defined by class. 
You have to be an educated 
pe rso n  to  w rite  such  that 
people would w ant to read 
you. The Khasis were, from 
my ow n observ ation, a non­
reading community (I don 't 
like the word 'illiterate ' bc­
causc it is a put-down word) 
but they are a story-telling 
community. Som e o f  these 
raconteurs are fascinatingand 
can hold you spellbound. But 
tell them to write and they 
will say. “ Shish phi. shano 
yn ia thoh? Uei u ban pule? 
( How can I write? And who 
will read w hat I w rite?). It 
is  th is paucity  o f  readers  
o f  Khasi literature (except 
w hen  forced  to  in school 
and colleges) that som e o f  
our best litterateurs such as 
Kynphain Sing Nongkynrih, 
Janice Pariat and others write 
their Khasi talcs for a world 
audience. And thank God for 
that! People know us bccause 
they read w hat these literary 
trail blazers say about us. our 
idiosyncrasies and often com­
plicated love lives (Where the 
Light Touchcs); our societal 
faultlincs and concepts o f  life 
and death and life after death 
(Funeral Nights).

To say that Khasi poetry 
has evolved over time is per­
haps a misnomer. Soso Tham 
is still the poet we look up to 
as i f  wc live in a time warp. 
Literature is a lso a reflection 
o f  cultural issues such as  the 
relationship betw een reason

D escen t to  
indecency

Editor.
Jagdish Rattanani in his 

article. "A race to  the bot­
tom " (ST. Sep tem ber 26, 
2023 ) r ig h tly  says. "T he 
abusive and communal epi­
thets hurled by the BJP MP 
from South Delhi. Ramcsh 
Bidliuri against the BSP MP 
K unw ar D anish Ali repre ­
sents a race to the bottom, 
a steep if  inevitable fall as 
la n g u ag e  th a t s h o u ld  be  
banned on  the streets is spo­
ken in  Parliament from the 
treasu ry  benches."V ishw a 
Bakhatc in Bengali means 
a  scoundrel. A ccording to 
the Cambridge dictionary a 
scoundrel is a person, espe­
cially a man. w ho treats other 
people very badly and has 
no moral principles. Those 
who have been giving toxic 
hate speeches are  actually  
show casing this very Visvva 
Bakhatc image.

The hate  speech  which 
was delivered in the parlia­
m ent should be treated a s  
the icing on the  cake oftox ic  
hate speeches. However, this 
is a small icing on a  very big 
rotten cake. A s per the hall- 
yearly  report o f  H indutva  
Watch, a US-based research 
p ro jcc t. 255  docu m en ted  
in c id en ts  o f  ha te  speech  
gatherings targeting  M us­
lim s took p lace in  the  first 
ha lf o f  2023. Eighty percent 
(205) o f  these hate speech 
events occurred in BJP-rulcd 
states and Union territories. 
One third o f  these gatherings 
explicitly called for violence 
against M uslims.

The result is  alarm ing to 
say the least. A ugust 2023 
witnessed tw o different in­
cidents one a t a school and 
the other a t a running train. 
A school teacher allegedly 
asked  studen ts to  hit their 
seven-year-old Muslim class­
mate at K hubbapur village in

and faith. For instance, when 
w e write, do w c dare to ques­
tion ou r faith: our religion; 
our deeply embedded social 
norm s tha t set boundaries 
on w hat a woman can  and 
cannot do? In that case are 
w riters not shutting out their 
reasoning pow ers then for 
fear o f  be ing  reprim anded 
by the guardians o f  society'? 
Should reason not liberate us 
to question everything? Re­
call Dante's Divine Comedy 
and T he ln fcm o  w here lie 
castigates the Catholic church 
for its decadent naturc then. 
Not that much has changed 
today across churches. But 
d o  w c have a w riter  w ith 
the spunk to take us through 
the d e p ra v itie s  o f  church  
leaders today? No wc will 
not because this is too small 
a  socicty  and the chances 
o f  being trolled arc far too 
daunting and could kill one 's 
literary ambitions faster than 
it takes to nurture them.

Wc truly need Vernacular 
literature  that is b o ld  and 
braz.cn to bring about a  Re­
naissance in our socicty. For 
too long w c have hobbled 
along on a  past that w c can 
no longer re la te  to  and a 
future that seem s distant and 
depressing  and  g e ts  w orse 
bccause o f  our unquestioning 
nature. Wc need to deal with 
the present and that means to 
dare to question authority and 
take responsibility for w hat's 
going wrong with our politics 
and governance? W hat is lit­
erature worth i f  it lulls us to 
sleep? No. w c need literature 
that stings and pushes us to 
g e t real and  not be  overly 
conccm ed about being, ‘don- 
burom. don akor' and being 
gcm ccl little societal busy- 
bodies w ith  no courage  to 
call ou t wrongdoing! Look 
at how- the women hawkers 
w ho were told to  shut shop 
a t 10 PM raised their voices 
and  reclaim ed their spaces 
and their rights! They didn't 
need the lords and  m asters 
(pressure groups) o f  the night 
to light for them. They fought 
the good light and they did it 
without literature. How much 
more empowered would diey 
be  had the sto ries o f  these 
bold w arrior women (lowly 
and poverty-stricken though 
they arc) been w ritten a s they 
arc with no embellishments! 
T hat to me would be real, 
solid literature: not the soft 
variety that appeals to a set 
o f  elite..

M uzaffam agar d is tr ic t o f  
U ttar P radesh. In ano ther 
incident, a Railway Protec­
tion Force constable killed 
his supervising officer and 
three M uslim passengers on 
a train running from Jaipur to 
Mumbai. A few days ago, a 
soldier had been arrested in 
Kerala for allegedly faking 
an assault by a banned Isla­
m ist outfit for publicity and 
to get a transfer. These arc 
the danger signs. A  teacher is 
supposed to be a role model 
for her students. An RPF con­
stable is supposed to protect 
rail passengers. And a Jawan 
is supposed  to pro tec t our 
secular country.

H ate speeches m ake die 
mob bay for blood and look 
out for easy prey. As a result 
the victims o f  lynching are 
the most vulnerable like daily 
w age earners and specially- 
ablcd people. O n Tuesday a 
fruit vendor's speeially-abled 
son, Mohammad lsaar. was 
tied to an dcctric  pole with 
saffron cloth and beaten to 
deadi in the national capital 
on suspicion o f  stealing prasad 
from a stall neara temple. The 
victim w as mentally ill and 
could not provide satisfactory 
answers when confronted by 
the a ttackers. In February 
this year. M oham m ad Fai- 
y a z , a n o th e r  pe rso n  w ith  
m ental health  issues, w as 
lynchcd by a mob in  Bihar's 
Samastipur.

Wc know what the situa­
tion is in Manipur. Wccarmot 
let M anipur happen to the 
w hole India. Immediate ac­
tion needs to be taken against 
those w ho have been deliver­
ing hate speeches.

Yours etc., 
Sujit Dc.

Kolkata

A rticles and letters ap­
pearing  on this page are
the v iew s o f  the  w riters/ 
au th o rs  a nd  no t tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

The External Affairs Min­
ister S. Jaishankar addressed 
the 78th session o f  the United 
Nations General A ssem bly 
(UN G A ). The speech w as 
strong in message and suc­
c inct in i s  formulation. A s 
the s p e e d  was made against 
the backcrop o f  a mightily 
successful G -20 summ it in 
Delhi, it kas rcecived much 
attention across the country 
in the  media and  perhaps 
the world over. M ainstream 
papers have engaged with 
his speech line by line, also 
word to word. It is perhaps 
in order as the speech mainly 
callcd for a  reset o f  the ex­
isting world order. I would 
like to  look at his speech in 
terms o f  principles as well as 
pragmatism.

A dm ittedly, w c  a rc  all
relishing ihe euphoria o f  the
grand success o f  G -20 sum ­
mit although there are some 
grudges on invitations, ex­
penses and politicisation o f  
the event !>y the O pposition. 
1 do  not wish to  be a killjoy, 
but as a r  academ ic  and a 
com m entitor, I should call 
spadc-a-spadc. That is also 
the spirit and purpose o f  a 
democracy, that is, to c ri­
tique government policies in 
national iitcrest. From such 
a standpoint, let me make 
an a sse rtio n  th a t In d ia 's  
foreign pal icy has suffered 
from a m ism atch betw een 
principles and practicality. 
A xiomati;ally. foreign poli­
c ies o f  countries arc usually 
a combination o f  the two.

The said speech reflects 
the old pattern o f  the m is­
m atch. T ike  for exam ple. 
O ne  fam ily. O ne W orld. 
O ne Future. It is good  as 
a slogan  It e vokes em o ­
tions. Bui is it practical to 
m aintain a s  a policy? Can 
you conceive o ne  fam ily, 
one future with Pakistan or 
C hina? Islamabad sponsor­
ing  terrorism  in to  Ind ian  
soil goes unabated. China's 
ridiculous claim s o f  Indian 
te rr ito ry  c o n tin u es  to  be 
made unabashed. However, 
let me throw a caveat before 
I proceed further on E A M 's 
formulation o f  India's for­
eign policy strategics.

A fonrer External Affairs 
M inister in M orarji Dcsai 
government in 1980s. shared 
with m e. a student o f  inter­
national po litics then, the 
working of India's forcign 
policy. W hen 1 asked  him 
w hy w as N ew  D elh i soft 
on Pak istan?  R em em ber. 
M oraiji Dcsai offering the 
backing o f the Indian Army 
if  ever Pakistan w as militar­
ily attacked by another coun­
try. Morarji Dcsai received 
the highest civilian award o f  
the Islami: Republic o f  Paki­
stan. 'N islum-c-Pakistan'. It 
is another matter the 'award" 
bccam c  a c o n tro v e rsy  in 
India. The M in ister  sa id . 
"W c too arm-twist Pakistan 
w henever w c can. but w e 
d on ’t say it” . I f  this is the 
art o f  diplomacy and foreign 
policy, so be it. A lso, i f  the 
EAM is making such state­
m ents as m atters o f  ideals 
and even principles, so be 
it. No policy sans principle, 
be  it national or international 
w ould work. Also, i f  coun­
tries conduct their domestic 
and  foreign policies w ith­
out reference to principles, 
c haos will be caused , not 
rule-based order.

T hat said, i f  EA M  be­
lieves anc broaches them as 
stratcgicsthcrc is a problem. 
T his is where I am  coming 
from . EAM ta lked  abou t 
d ia lo g u e  and  d ip lom acy . 
This has been the leitm otif 
in h is approach to settling 
d ifferences and even d is ­
putes between the countries. 
It sounds alm ost esoteric. 
The UN was set lo promote 
d ialogue and diplom acy and 
avoid wars. Does it work? 
Dialogues will work in pcacc 
tim e o r before o r  after the 
war. not curing. Besides the 
normative assertion, how do 
you stop ivars? W hat could 
New- Delhi do to stop the

w ar in  Ukraine? 1 urged in 
this co lum n to  o u r  Prim e 
M inister w ho is known for 
his charm , warmth and skill 
in bu ild in g  in te rpersonal 
proximity, backed by New 
Delhi’s image o f  neutrality 
to do all he can to bring the 
devastating w ar in Ukraine 
to an end.

Moreover, can one have 
d ialogue w hen o ne 's  head 
is in the mouth o f  a dragon? 
Wc are having sporadic as 
well as intcrnccinc military 
skirm ishes w ith China  on 
ou r borders. T he C hinese  
strategy, now w ell known is 
to do what they w'ant includ­
ing grabbing territories, note 
salami slicing, while they are 
open to dialogue. W hy are 
wc not having dialogue w ith 
Pakistan? On Canada, while 
Justin Trudeau's political ut- 
iciancc* luivc bevn dem ised 
by m any o f  his countrym en 
and  o the r co u n tries , w hy 
do  w e not use d iplom acy 
in stea d  o f  re ta lia tio n  by 
sending back diplom ats and 
suspending visa and so on. 
D iplomats in India believe 
that 'quiet diplom acy could 
c lear the a ir '.

Last w eek, in this c o l­
umn. 1 had quoted. "All wars 
are failures o f  diplom acy". 
Having said that diplomacy 
needs a w in-w in  o r  even 
lose-lose mutual understand­
ing for tw o countries to  be 
ready to  engage. T here  is 
also an axiom  to be drawn 
from Ramayana. our revered 
epic. Lord Rama took out his 
arrow  to chastise the ocean 
tha t w as no t forthcom ing  
to let him build  the ‘sc tu ' 
(b rid g e )  to  L anka. L ord  
Ram a advised . “ Vinoy na 
manat jaladhi ja l. gaye tini 
din beet, bole Rama sokop 
tab. bhai bina ni hoi prccti" 
(three days have passed, but 
the ocean is not responding 
to ou r humility, ou r polite 
request. It is true that there 
is no love o r understanding 
w ithou t fea r) . S uch  fear 
in in ternational polices is 
called ‘deterrence'. Wc have 
been arguing to determ ine 
lh a t d e te r ren c e  v is -a -v is  
China. Wc are taking time 
and perhaps lacking clarity 
in build ing  tha t de terren t. 
A nd if  w e  have it. w hy is 
China continuing to  needle 
us and nibble away our ter­
ritory.

This leads me to our pro­
fessed policy o f  neutrality. 
Have w c been really  neu­
tral so  far? Is it possible to 
be so? S w itze rland ’s and 
Finland 's neutrality cannot 
be replicated by India. Ad­
mittedly. there a re  divided 
opinions am ongst scholars 
on viability and benefits o f  
the p rac tice  o f  neutrality . 
But surely New Delhi could 
not afford to be neutral in the 
face o f  unabated provoca­
tions by C h in a  It needs stra­
tegic and security alliance to 
counter her enemy. Wc have 
had a security  trea ty  w ith 
the  fo rm er Sov ie t U nion. 
This is tim e to  have another 
one with a suitable country 
which is clear, workable and 
ostensible.

E A M 's bold call for reg­
istering the voice o f  Global 
South in the w orld politics 
for expansion and democrat- 
isa tion o f  w orld bodies is 
spot on. O nly  rider is the 
voice and grouping o f  Global 
South need to be continually 
redefined and restructured. 
Do China and Russia belong 
toG lobal South? W ill India 
rem ain in the  G lobal South 
a s it jum ps to  third o r sec­
ond o r  e ven to  first largest 
econom y in the  w orld? Is 
it G D P o f  the  coun try  o r 
per capita G D P that should 
define a  countiy  o f  South or 
N orth?  In d ia 's  pe r cap ita  
G D P am ong the G -20 coun­
tries is the lowest.

A t any  ra te , th e se  a rc  
questions tha t need to  be  
p ro g re s s iv e ly  a d d re s se d  
and  re so lv e d . F o r  now , 
we continue to  debate  our 
fo rc ign  po licy  stra tegy  in 
o rder to becom e the  V iswa 
G u ru  a n d  V ish w am itra?  
— INFA

(The writer is  S e a v ta iy  
G eneral. A s so c ia tio n  fo r  
D emocratic Socialism)
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Palm oil: The good, 
the bad and the ugly

“ Personality is everything in art a nd  poetry.”
—  Jo h an n  W olfgang von G oethe

T he Shillong Tim es
V„IVC|\\ N...M Mill i o m . s u i  m n v M m  Mum.m.

T he M an ip u r C o n u n d ru m
IT’S exactly 149 days today that the violcncc in 
Manipur has erupted and there is no sign o f it abat­
ing anytime soon. Lives and livelihoods both in the 
Kuki-Zo inhabited hill areas and the Meitei inhab­
ited valley have been severely dismptcd. Internet 
shutdown which was lifted for two days was again 
reimposed on September 26 for the next five days. 
This happened after a picture o f  two young people, 
a girl aged 17 years and the boy aged 20 who had 
gone missing sincc July this year surfaced after the 
internet was restored. The duo were last seen on 
CCTV camera riding oft'on a two wheeler into an 
area that is apparently Kuki dominated. What begs 
the question is why at the height of the conflict when 
tension was at its height would two Meitcis go into 
a Kuki dominated area. This incident has been taken 
so seriously by the Manipur CM Biren Singh that 
the Spccial Director CBI was flown in to take over 
the investigation.

In the meantime the students in Imphal protested 
the death o f the duo but their protest march was dis­
rupted by security personnel. Internet shutdown is a 
major faultlinc in this country since this technology 
is today used for online banking and several other 
purposes such as online education, online meetings 
and for conducting all kinds of businesses and online 
purchases as well. For over 5 months now the Kuki- 
Zo people havi had to stay away from Impltal valley 
for fear o f being killed. The living spaces o f the two 
communities arc now divided by bunkers which re­
semble a war zone. The reasons for the outbreak o f 
the conflict arc still not yet out in the public domain 
because the three-member fact-finding team headed 
by a retired High Court Judge is pending. There are 
claims and counter-claims from both sides as to the 
reasons for the violence that lias now claimed over 
170 lives and displaced at least 70. 000 people.

What has caused consternation is that violence has 
been allowed lo continue for so long under a Chief 
Minister who. from all accounts failed to handle 
the situation. If the Constitution was followed to 
the letter then a breakdown o f  law and order in any 
state for over 3 days should have been followed by 
President’s Rule which means that the central gov­
ernment would take over the reins o f governance 
and restore order without fear or favour. This was 
not done in the present case ami the situation is such 
that travcllingout o f Manipur from the hills requires 
a tortuous road journey via Nagaland or Mizoram. 
Such is the divide that even volunteers wanting to 
travel to the hills for relief work are subjected to 
strict scrutiny at several points and sometimes held 
up at the Imphal airport for hours.'This situation is 
unprecedented and requires adept handling. The 
question is why is the Ccntre turning a blind eye 
to the sufferings o f people in Manipur? And why 
is the Prime Minister of the country so insensitive 
as to not visit the troubled state which is in need of 
healing? It’s a curious situation and a political game 
that smacks ofunconccrn for what happens in India’s 
North East, except during elections.

By M ohammad Imtiyaj Khan

A Clinic with 
a Doctor is not 
Primary Care

By i\achiket Mor

L ette r , to  the E dito r

D isrup tions  in 
p ow er supply  
in M eghalaya

Editor,
A s a citizen o f  M egha­

laya. 1 cannot understand 
(he lack o f  facilities in the 
state, especially the frequent 
pow er outages in Shillong 
due to the shortage o f  water. 
Meghalaya primarily relics 
on hydroelectric power, but 
recen t new s reports have 
revealed (hat the government 
is spending Rs 3 crorcs each 
month to  purchase electric­
ity. T his is d isheartening, 
considering Meghalaya re­
ceives the heaviest rainfall in 
the world. However, tlx; Me­
ghalaya Energy Corporation 
Limited (MeECL) produces 
only 356 MW. far below the 
expected  consum ption o f  
1X00 MU. This raises con­
cerns about the government’s 
actions in this matter. I f  the 
Government doesn't address 
this issue, it wil persist. It's 
time for the Government to 
explore  altem aiive  energy 
sources beyond water-based 
generation.

N o tab ly , H aryana can 
generate  up to  4200  MW 
o f  electricity annually from 
solar energy, whereas M e­
ghalaya 's annual e lec tric ­
ity requirement is only 610 
MW. It's puzzling why our 
G overnm ent dccsn't adopt 
similar methods. Instead, it 
heavily relics on w ater for 
electricity production. The 
G overnm ent should learn 
from Haryana’s succcss and 
diversify its energy sources. 
M eghalaya has substantial 
unused land, approximately

6861 crorcs o f  plots under 
MeECL, which could be uti­
lized for solar energy genera­
tion. This move could put an 
end to the ongoing issue o f  
load shedding in Meghalaya. 
Wc a rc  fortunate  to  have  
both abundant rainfall and 
sunlight, making it possible 
to generate electricity from 
both w ater and  the sun. I f  
the Government prioritizes 
this, MeEC'L can also work 
towards repaying its loans, 
which were taken for elec­
tricity production.

These observations ure
based on the daily  condi­
tions in Shillong, and  it's 
time for the Government to 
take action.

Yours etc.,
Nangbuhphang Kharjana, 

Via email

T h e ft cases in 
city  on th e  rise

Editor
Even as the M eghalaya 

Po licc  deserve  kudos for 
their crusade against illicit 
d ru g  a b u se  in  the S ta te , 
sporadic cases o f  theft and 
burglary are like a  ticking 
time bomb which endanger 
public property and safety 
as well a s bring discredit to 
the most efficient state police 
force.

In what may raise many 
peop le ’s eyebrow s, an in ­
cident o f  burglary in broad 
day ligh t w as repo rted  in 
the posh suburb o f  Shillong 
township on Tuesday. Just a 
w alking distance from the 
heart o f  the city Khyndailad 
aka Police Bazar. Dunoon 
C o m pound  O .vloid H ills  
which sits on a picturesque

In biochemistry, the terms 
fat and  oil are used in ter­
changeably for the same ma­
terial. with a slight difference 
in their meanings: fat is morc 
commonly used for the solid 
form  in room  tem perature 
w hile  o il is p referred  for 
the liquid form. Edible oils 
arc biochemically triglycer­
ides. Fatty acids arc building 
blocks o f  triglycerides. Palm
oil is edible with a unique 
physicochem ical property: 
it is a fat in room tempera­
ture (melting point is 39 °C 
as per the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority o f  India 
or FSSA I) because  o f  its 
palmitin and stearin, which 
arc triglycerides consisting o f  
three palmitic acid and stearic 
acid moleculcs on a glycerol 
backbone, respectively. Both 
palmitic acid and stearic acid 
arc long chain saturated fatly 
acids, meaning they arc high 
in calorific value and com ­
paratively unhealthy.

Palm oil can be used for 
preparation o f  hard and soft 
fractions to develop iKalthy 
oils. T he hard fraction o f  
palm oil called palm stearin 
liquefies completely above 
60 °C. It contains morc solid 
fai with triglycerides o f  a sin­
gle saturated fatty acid (e.g. 
palmitin and stearin). TIk  soft 
fraction callcd palmolein is 
liquid above 18 °C (as per the 
FSSAI). contains morc nu- 
traccuticals (pharrnacoactivc 
micronutricnts like tocophcr- 
ols. tocotrienols. carotcnoids. 
ctc). morc unsaturatcd fatty 
acids ( e g . palmitolcic acid, 
oleic acid, linoleic acid, ctc), 
and hcncc relatively health­
ier. Palm  stearin is usually 
used for physical blending 
or iniercsteriiication (a lipase 
cnzyinc-catalysod reaction o f  
blending oils/their fractions) 
with other oils to  improve 
the melting point, whereas 
palmolein is used as a source 
o f  nutraccuticals in blending 
and intercsterification.

Most oils available today 
for bakery, confectionery and 
other such applications arc
blended or interesterified.
Apart from its use in Mending 
or intcrcstcrification. as such 
palm oil is also required for 
consum ption a s  edible oil. 
According to the EAT-Lancct 
commission report released 
in 2019, 25-30% o f  our diet 
should be oilsTats consisting 
o f  palm oil (o r o the r oils) 
up to 6.8 grams per day and 
unsaturatcd fatty acids up 
to 40 grams per day. These 
requ irem ents can a lso  be 
obtained from our traditional 
edible oils like mustard oil.

hilltop overlooking the fa­
m ous Sh illong  Peak w it­
nessed the untoward incident 
o f  burglary in one household 
w hen the owner was away. 
T hat's not all. A few days 
ago. in another bone-chilling 
incident o f  theft, possibly 
in  the w ee hours, victim s 
aw oke to  find their home 
in a m ess w ith articles o f 
va lue  reported ly  m issing. 
These horrendous incidents 
a re n ’t ju s t sto rie s  o f  one  
locality, several other posh 
localities in and around ihe
Shillong city had witnessed
such crccpy and hair-raising 
incidents where perpetrators 
had broken into the house 
and dccampcd with cash and 
o the r valuab les. U nfortu­
nately. many such incidents 
go unreportcd to the media 
o r police for action.

The purpose o f  this letter 
isn 't just to embark on the 
usual blame game o r to pass 
the buck for such crim es 
either to  Policc or Rangbah 
Shnong. but to get a hang o f  
the common ground where 
Police and People under the 
aegis o f  the Rangbah Shnong 
could work hand-in-hand to 
put a stop to the occurrence 
o f  such horrific  incidents 
o f  theft and burglary which 
pul lives and property a t ter­
rible risk. N eedless to say. 
the blame game doesn’t get 
u s anywhere. It’s a matter 
o f  collective fight against a 
set o f  thugs w ho have the 
a udac ity  to  com m it such  
crim es under the nose o f  ihe 
cfticicnt policing system.

For starters, w c can begin 
with installation ofCCTV s at 
critical points o f  entry to and
e.vit fiuin localities. Since
thefts and burglary affect one

groundnut o i , soybean oil, 
coconut oil. iunflow cr oil. 
and  o the rs . Most o f  these 
edible oils comprise majorly 
unsalumtcd fatty acids.

W hat is bad about palm 
oil? Because o f  high levels 
o f  saturated fatty acids, palm
oil and coconut oil arc bad 
for Itcalth as tley  increase tlx; 
level o f  bad cholcstcrol i.e., 
low-density lipoprotein. A sa 
consequence, blood vessels 
may diickcn and subsequently 
affect ihe bloed flow causing 
serious problems. Portions 
o f  palm oil like stearin and 
palmitin arc difficult to digest 
in ihe alim eatary canal as 
the required Cmpcrature for 
com plete melting o f  these 
hard fats is above the body 
temperature. These undigest­
ed fats gel depjsitcd along the 
intestinal liniqg and block the 
absorption of other nutrients 
through the lining. These 
health problems arc worsened 
by the sedentary lifestyle and 
junk food-eating habit.

Palm oil being chcaper. 
many eateries use it or pal- 
m olcin for deep-frying o f  
poori. sam o ia . and  o the r 
fast food items, w hich arc 
popular Indian snacks. This 
habit in com bination w ith 
the increasing non- vegetar­
ian food consumption (as per 
the National Family Health 
Survey orN FH S 5 ,2.3% and 
8.4% increase in the non-veg­
etarian food consumption was 
observed among women and 
men. respectively, compared 
to NFHS 4) by the 15-48 age 
group is substantially increas­
ing the saturated fat intake o f  
Indians. Sedentary workers’ 
consumption :>f higher satu­
rated fats from either oil (like 
palm oil) or non-vcg items is 
bad for health.

What is u jly  about palm
oil is the politics around it. 
As palm oil is not a preferred 
edible oil in India, its produc­
tion in India in the crude form 
(2.88 lakh tonnes in 2020- 
21 as revealed in the Rnjya 
Sabha against the world pro­
duction o f  7.) crorc metric 
tonnes in 2022-23. o f  which 
85-90%  were con tribu ted  
by Indonesia and Malaysia, 
according to he US depart­
ment o f  Agriculture) should 
be sufficient for its various 
applications, including indus­
trial uses a s raw materials for 
different products. 1 lowcvcr, 
59% o f  the total vegetable oil 
imports o f  India were palm 
oil. to the tunc o f  4.39 lakh 
tonnes in  2022-23. accord-

and all. surveillance cameras 
can  be  crowd-funded writh 
each household contributing 
as per their capacity and the 
rest o f  the cost can be borne 
by the local MLA. if  need 
be. Hie policc need leads 
to  act on and footage and 
this can boost effective and 
timely policc action. Rang­
bah Shnongs for that matter 
can conduct door-to -door 
aw areness  or com m unity  
awareness programmes once 
in a w hile for residents to 
remain watchful and vigilant
o f  suspicious movements in
their localities and the need 
to  report them. Those people 
who fight shy o f  report ing to 
the police ca i approach the 
Dorbar Shnorg which in turn 
can do the needful.

Yours etc.. 
Subash Deb, 

Via email

O n Inflation in 
M eghalaya

Editor.
A propos o f the editorial 

“ M eghalaya’s high inflation 
ra le ”  (S T  S eptem ber 28. 
2023), universally there is 
no single an sver as to what 
causes inflation but like so 
much o f  m icroeconom ics 
it comes down to a mix o f  
output, money, and expec­
tations. Supply shocks can 
low er an economy's poten­
tial output, driving up prices. 
A n increase in the money 
supply can stoke dem and, 
driving up priccs. And the 
expectation o f inflation can 
become a self-fulfilling cycle 
as workers and com panies
demand liigliei wages and set
higher price?. Since the fl­

ing to the Solvent Extractors’ 
Association. I f  the production 
and  im port a rc  ind icators 
o f  India’s palm oil demand, 
India needs not m orc than
6  lakh tonnes o f  the oil per 
year. At present, palm oil is 
relatively cheaper than most 
o f  the edible oils consumed 
traditionally in India. Irre­
spective o f  this, the central 
governm ent is pushing for
oil palm plantation under the 
National Mission for Edible 
Oils- O il Palm to increase 
the crude palm oil production 
five-fold, i.e. 11 lakh tonnes, 
by 2025-26.

To achicvc this target, in 
addition to Andhra Pradesh, 
which has morc than 83% 
contribution to India’s palm
oil production, new areas will 
be covered for oil palm plan­
tation, including the Indo- 
Myanmar mega biodiversity 
hotspot covering the entire 
northeast India. T his move 
wil I require clearing o f  forests 
and changing (he land use 
pattern. Farmers, activists and 
some political parlies have 
protested against the oil palm 
plantation in Assam. Accord­
ing to a  reply in the State 
Legislative Assembly given 
by the Agriculture Minister. 
Atul Bora, on September 12. 
tlx* total area identified for oil 
palm cultivation in the State 
is 3.75 lakh hectare.

As per the Oil Palm Mis­
sion Manipur (OPM.M), the
oil palm plantation drive in 
the Slate will cover six dis- 
trictsaixi a total area o f66.652 
hectares, including 11.662 
hectares in Churachandpur, 
which is the epiccnire o f  the 
ongoing ethnic violence since 
May 3. Manipur is cxpcclod 
to  w itness an increase in the 
temperature by 1.7 CC by the 
end o f  the 21st century, ac­
cording toa  projection by the 
M anipur State Action Plan 
on Climate Change in 2013. 
Moreover, a research paper in 
Current Scicncc published in 
2018 on cl invite resilient ogri - 
culture in Manipur concludcd 
from an analysis o f  various 
climate parameters from 1954 
to 2014 that the rainfall in 
Manipur would rise, causing 
a decrease o f  10% in crop 
yields by 2030.

T hese  sc ien t if ic  s tu d ­
ies suggest that any  major 
changes in the land use and 
agri-horti practices will fur­
ther worsen the impacts o f  
clin ia tc  changc. H owever, 
in a  workshop organised in 
June 2022. the consultant o f

nancial crisis o f 2008 and the 
G reat Recession, investors 
and executives have grown 
accustom ed to a w orld o f  
low interest rates and low 
in fla tion . But no  longer. 
Inflation is defined as a rise 
in priccs across an economy, 
and in 2022 it has emerged as 
one o f  the biggest threats to 
global prosperity leave alone 
M eghalaya. W hen p riccs  
r ise  unexpectedly, money 
doesn 't go a s far as it used 
to, w hich can  tr igge r d e ­
mands for raises which then
cause more inflation. When
prices rise really quickly, 
the basic functioning o f  an 
econom y can break down. 
For example, in periods o f  
' ‘hy p e rin f la tio n .”  peop le  
rush ou t to  spend  m oney 
the moment they get paid, 
b ecau se  e v e ry  h o u r  they  
wait to  spend means higher 
priccs. Form er Fed chair 
Ben Bcmankc writes in his 
latest macroeconomics text­
book  w ith A ndrew  A bel, 
"Inflation occurs when the 
aggregate quantity o f  goods 
demanded ai any particular 
p rice  level is rising  morc 
quickly than the aggregate 
quantity o f  goods supplied 
at that price level.”

I do not agree with the 
ed ito r o r C K Nayak w ho 
reported on Septem ber 25 
in this paper that M egha­
laya has the highest rate o f  
in flation because it is not 
based on facts. Let us get 
the facts corrected, accord­
ing to the latest data posted 
on the portal o f Ihe Ministry 
o f  Statistics and Programme 
Im plem entation . G overn ­
ment o f  India the inflation 
ra te  b a sed  on  C o n su m er 
Price Index for Meghalaya

OP.VIM w as reported to have 
defended the oil palm planta­
tion mission by claiming thal 
the plantation would be done 
in the abandoned sh ifting  
cultivation lands, fallow lands 
and foothills.

The K ukis o f  M anipur 
have been practising jhum  
o r shilling cultivation as part 
o f  their sustenance  and it 
is intricately linked to their 
existcnec. O nce a cu ltiva­
tion land is not productive 
enough , they move on to 
ano ther area and c lear the 
forest for cultivation. In the 
scheme o f  cultivation, there 
is nothing callcd abandoned 
jh u m  land as the farm ers 
leave the land uncultivated 
for the natural rejuvenation 
o f  soil. After a certain period 
o f  time, they com e back to 
the same land for cultivation 
again. Ifsuch temporarily un­
cultivated lands arc used for
oil palm plantation, there will 
obviously be a  conflict with 
the fanners when they return 
to cultivate the land.

Even though jhum  cultiva­
tion is a traditional practice 
o f  som e tribes in northeast 
India, increasing population, 
decreasing land area for culti­
vation and the decrease in soil 
quality owing to the reduction 
in jhum  cu ltiv a tio n  cycle 
from more than 20 years in 
the past to merely 3-5 years 
more recently, have made it 
unworthy and detrimental to 
the environment. The situa­
tion is further worsened by 
the effccts o f  global w ann­
ing. Several attem pts have 
been made in the past to find 
commercial crops as alterna­
tives to jhum  cultivation like 
pineapple, passion fruit and 
others, but it registered lim­
ited succcss in temvs o f  sclf- 
sustcnancc o f  the farmers.

Therefore, planting only
oil palm will not be in the 
interest o f  local farmers and 
their sustcnancc. In view o f  
this, one o f  the causes o f  the 
ongoing clashcs in Manipur 
between the Meitcis and the 
K ukis is possibly rooted in
the Manipur government’s
push for cvieting them from 
forest land, while striving to 
cultivate oil palm in some o f  
the jhum  lands. The govern­
ment’s drive to d e a r  poppy 
cultivation, on the one hand, 
while pushing for oil palm 
plantation, on the other hand, 
a p pea rs  to  be  a Faustian  
bargain.

(Mohammad Imtiyaj Khun 
Witches at Gauhati Uniwr- 
sit}\ H e can he contacted at 
imtiyaj(u;gaiihali. ac. in. The 
views am  personal.)

as o f  A ugust 2023 is 4.33 
%  am ong  the  H im alayan  
States. The Union Territory 
o f  J&K and Ladakh records 
an inflation rate o f  5.45%. 
H im achal Pradesh 7.01% , 
U ttarakhand  7 .84% . S ik ­
kim 5.36%. A ssam  4.01% . 
N agaland 4.35% . Manipur 
8.01% (This is obvious be­
cau se  o f  the s itu a tio n  in 
M anipur). Mizoram 4.88%. 
T ripura  7 .03%  a nd  rura l 
A runachal Pradesh 3.18%. 
The All-India inflation rate 
was 6.83%  for the period and
the highest inflation rate in 
the counlty is in Rajasthan at 
8.6% follow ed by Tclangana 
and Haryana at 8.27% each.

However, I agree with the 
editor that those responsible 
for the price rise in Megha­
laya ought to  be taken to task 
and there is a need to regulate 
the Rentier class because in 
lewduh (the main market o f 
Meghalaya) per sq. ft rent is 
Rs 4 16 as o f  today compared 
to that o f  Laitumkhrah which 
is Rs 100. S ince  a ll past 
governments have failed. 1 
request the present govern­
ment to take fresh initiative 
and find out w ays and means 
to convince genuine NGOs 
with facts and figures on the 
need to have a railway line 
for both food and non-food 
item s given  the high cost 
o f  road tran spo rta tion  in 
M eghalaya which impacts 
all the consumers (including 
wholesalers and retailers).

Yours ctc 
V.K. Lyngdoh.

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the w riters 
a u th o rs  a nd  not tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Health services have tra­
ditionally i>cen understood 
to be about patients reaching 
a  clinic, hospital o ra  defined 
placc o f  diagnosis, treatment, 
o r care. I lowcvcr, unless we 
feel very ill our instincts that 
haveevolv:d over millennia 
and were accessary for the 
survival o f our species pre­
disposes us to think that we 
are perfectly healthy. This 
inc ludes those o f  us who 
have a little discomfort from 
what we might think o f  as 
minor a ilnvnts and all those 
w ho suffer silent diseases 
that become unmanageable 
health burxens over time.

As a  direct result, even 
in S ta te s  w ith re la tive ly  
good health system s, such 
as Kerala and Tamil Nadu, 
the propor ion o f  men who 
have diabetes but a re  not 
on  treatm ent has doubled 
over the last five years. It 
has gone from 6  to 7% in 
2015-16 to 12-14% in 2 0 19-
21 and  con tinues to  rise  
rapidly. In the d istric ts o f  
T hiruvananthapuram  and 
Pathanam ihitta  in  K erala, 
it has already crossed 20%. 
Such high levels o f  diabetes, 
if  not urgently managed, can 
trigger an cpidcmic o f  blind­
ness. strokes, and am puta­
tions in these regions.

In o u r  N o rth e rn , less 
prosperoui States, despite 
the best efforts by their gov­
e rn m e n ts  sp a n n in g  o v e r  
d ecad es, m orc than 60%  
o f  w om en a n d  c h ild re n  
continue to be anaemic. In 
the Jamui district o f  Bihar. 
D akshin D inajpur d istrict 
o f  West Bcigal. andChhotta 
U daipur d istrict o f  G u ja ­
rat. these p roportions arc 
more than 75%. Such high 
levels o f  anaemia a rc  a s ­
sociated with, among other 
things, extreme tiredness, 
low weigh! gain. and. most 
wonryingly. poor mental d e ­
velopment in children across 
the entire region.

Fortunately, with the ad­
v a n ce m en t in our under­
standing o f mcdicinc. many 
high-burdot illnesses, such 
as anaemia, high blood pres­
sure, diabetes, and several 
infectious diseases, are now 
relatively easy to diagnose 
with low-cost instrum ents 
and treat with readily avail­
able medicines. Hie medical 
challenges for these high- 
burden diseases are no lon­
ger such that wc need to de­
pend solely on highly trained 
physicians to examine us in 
person andtcll us what to do. 
With well-defined protocols 
and a dire.'t phone discus­
sion  betw een  ihe p a tien t 
and ihe physician, a  reason­
ably trained health worker 
can help figure out what is 
needed in most eases. How­
ever. our steadfast refusal 
to recognise that something 
may be wrong and to follow 
m cdical advice faithfully  
remains ar insurmountable 
obstacle.

To address this, countries 
like Iran a id  a highly rural 
state like Alaska in the US 
have, over the last 50 years, 
e n tire ly  transform ed the 
way they provide prim ary 
care  to  th :ir  populations. 
Recognising that protocols 
and diagnostic instruments 
in non -physic ians’ hands 
can do an adequate jo b  some 
80% o f  the time, they hav e 
moved physicians to the pe­
riphery and requested them 
to p lay  a supportive role. 
Instead, they have assigned a 
defined grcup to cach health 
worker anti required them to 
lake responsibility for every 
group m em ber’s complete 
health and well-being.

In Iran, dtcsc health work­
ers (callcd a Bchvarzin Farsi
-  a person with “beh”. good, 
“ varz”  skills) are identified 
by the loca community. The 
government employs them 
to serv e the community full­
time after giving them two 
years o f  training. With the 
help o f  these Bchvarz’s. Iran 
has kept its disease burdens 
low even in its most remote 
regions. The Alaskans s im i­
larly identify a Community
I lealth Aide (CH A). train the 
A ide over four four-w eek 
m odules, and require  the 
A ide to  strictly adhere  to 
a Community H ealth Aide 
Manual, a book o f  detailed 
protocols. The C'HAs have 
e ffec tive ly  brought co m ­
p rehensive  prim ary  carc  
even to their remotest com ­

munities.
To d isch arge  th e ir  re ­

sponsib ility , these  w ork ­
ers first thoroughly study 
the fam ilie s  a ssig n e d  to  
them and figure ou t what 
each person needs by way 
o f  m edical trea tm ent and 
lifestyle changc. They then 
track, coax, and cajole cach 
person to  do  w hat is re ­
quired. Hie greater the risk 
exposure o f  the person, the 
more intense the follow-up. 
W ith th is  "d en o m in ato r” 
oriented approach, i.e., the 
entire population assigned 
to them and not just those 
who happen to  show up at 
the clinic (the ’‘numerator”), 
they have successfully dealt 
with these common but de­
bilitating ( if  left unattended) 
conditions.

Even in India, there are 
exam ples o f  organisations 
that have shown durable hy­
pertension control using this 
approach. An organisation 
that has rolled this model out 
in. among others, the Satara 
district o f  Maharashtra, has, 
working w ith the com m u­
nity. identified and trained a 
group o f  local health work­
e rs. Each health  w orker, 
having been assigned a  set 
o f  families to serve, goes to 
every home at a frequency 
dictated by the family's risk 
levels. In a cohort o f  3900 
in d iv id u a ls , they  found  
about 1,400 (35%) to have 
stage  II h ypertension , o f  
whom 100 (2.4% ) were in 
a hypertensive crisis. This 
mcdical emergency can lead 
to a heart attack or stroke. 
U sing  e stab lish ed  p ro to ­
c o ls and w orking c losely 
with the leant doctor, these 
health workers responded as 
needed with the result thal. at 
the end o f  four months, risk 
levels had com c dow n for 
46%  o f  those at stage II and 
70%  o f  those in crisis.

It is becom ing increas­
ingly clear that the doctor- 
plus-clinic model, which is 
nothing but a reduccd-form 
hospital providing outpatient 
services, can no longer be 
considered  p rim ary  carc. 
G ood primary carc instead 
involves w ell-tra ined  and 
technolog ica lly  equ ipped  
non-physician providers who 
consult a physician when a 
prescription is needed but 
are otherwise fully respon­
sible for ensuring, using any 
m eans necessary, that the 
population under their cate 
remains well. This approach 
is equally required for young 
women with anaemia who 
refuse to take iron tablets 
because they feel nauseous, 
for m iddle-aged men who 
refuse to  take metformin for 
thcirdiabctcs and walk every­
day for at least 30 minutes 
because they do not feel sick, 
and for women over 40 who 
are too frightened to have 
their breasts examined for 
early signs o f  cancer. What 
needs to  be done medically 
in  cach  case  is  rela tive ly  
easy lo  determ ine, but the 
real challenge is getting it 
d one and  com pleting  the 
loop with the individual be­
ing served.

India has no shortage o f  
young peop le  with high- 
school diplomas w illing to 
serve populations assigned 
to  them  w ithin even  tiny- 
tribal com m unities, as the 
experiences o f  Sw asthya  
Swaraj in Kalahandi in Od- 
isha. a predom inantly for­
ested  d is tric t w ith a high 
tribal population, have re­
vealed TrainingandofTering 
them a “Community Health 
P ractitioner”  d ip lom a, as 
Swasthya Swaraj has done 
in partnership with a local 
university, is the first step in 
converting these available 
human resources into power­
ful agents o f  good health and 
w ell-being for entire com ­
munities. It also offers these 
y oung people a jo b  that they 
so urgently need in which 
they can serve their commu­
nities and even go on to pur­
sue more advanced nursing 
and medical careers should 
they so  desire -  a  classic 
win-win for all conccrncd if  
ever there was one!

(".D r .N a c h ik e t M or is  
a  Visiting Scientist a t The 
Banyan Academ y o f  Lead­
ersh ip  in  M enta l H ealth . 
Chennai“)  (Syndicate The
Billion Press) (cditorQ lhc- 
hillionpress. org)


