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“ Wecannol all succeed when
halfofusareheld back”

— Malala Yousuf/ui
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Chinese obsessions
IT'S clear by now that too much need not be
read into Chinas release of a new map outlin-
ing its borders. The contentious map, about
which India reacted strongly at the official
levels following a media frenzy, showed Ar-
unachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin as part of the
Chinese “sovereign territory.” This was a major
provocation lo India. But. a clarification from
China on Thursday proposed India to refrain
from “over-interpreting” the Chinese claims in
these respects. With the same wanton obsession,
China has also claimed Taiwan, the breakaway

republi

, and the South China Sea as part of its

territories. China had made such claims in the
past too and eft them at that. Fact is. the Com-
munist nation has a self-induced ’problem’ with
its borders oil all sides; and it keeps raking up
issues, be it with Japan, India, or Bhutan, not to
speak of hapless Tibet which it annexed. China
raised territorial issues with Nepal last year. In
all. no country has as many territorial disputes
as China has: their number being as high as 17,
mostly in the south-Asian sector. Salami slicing
had been a notorious strategy China adopted in
the past at grabbing of the neighbouring terri-
tories through covert, nocturnal actions. China
grabbed huge swathes o f Indian land in the 1962
War. The Galwan Valley clashcs -in the form
of an unconventional war - between Chinaand
India during 2020-21and the Chinese attempts
at grabbing Bhutanese land in Doklam near
India's Chicken's Neck region in 2017 have all

been recent instances.

However, what must be noted is that, faced
with stiff resistance, China beat a hasty retreat
in these recent instances. The Indian military
stopped the Chinese PLA in their tracks in both
Doklam and later in Galwan Valley. The situ-
ation in both these regions remains tense even
now but China has been cautious and avoid-
ing fresh offensives. Clearly, it is in China's
character to make attempts at grabbing others’
territories - an obsession that ittook to the mari-
time sector inrecent decades by making claims
on the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean etc.
The US stepped in with strong resistance in the
seas, which keeps China under some control: an
endeavourinwhich India is providing qualified
support to the Americans. Notably, the Chinese
leadership is not in a mood to engage with the
US. India. Taiwan or Japan in a full-scale war. It
knows pretty well that it’s not easy for it to win
a war. China failed miserably even in Vietnam
though it had gained majorly in the 1962 war
with an unsuspecting India. Times have now

changed.

I.ctiers to the Editor

Inclusion of
NEIGRIHMS
under
NORCET.

Editor.

With reference to the sub-
ject cited above, the Trained
Nurecs Association of India
(TNA1) NEIGRIHMS unit
would like to inform the
general public that NEIGRI-
HMS is now included to bea
centre for Nursing Officers”
Recruitment Common Eligi-
bility Test (NORCET). This
is one step towards making
NEIGRIHMS an Institute of
“National Importance.” This
is a huge step ukcn by the
NEIGRIHMSacministration
and we deeply appreciate the
efforts.

As NORCET conducts
examination under AlIMS
New Delhi, this process is
much faster ard within 3
months, the cnlire recruit-
ment process is completed
This itself will bring about
the upliftment of the entire
nursing fraternity. Moreover,
since the Regional Cancer
Centre is soon to be opened
here, this is the need of the
hour for NEIGRIHMS.

This recruitment will not
only open clours and op-
portunities for the youths

who have been waiting for
many years for such an op-
portunity. but also create a
career upgradation for the
nursing cadre in NEIGRI-
1MS. which has remained
stagnant since 2006 due to
lack of new recruitment.

NORCET follows spe-
cific rules and procedures
forconducting examinations
and candidates from Megha-
laya have already registered
for this examination, and
where the number of ap-
plicants is much higher than
the previous years. This will
itself bring job opportunities
to the indigenous people of
Meghalaya

Moreover, formany o fthe
staffoutsourced from differ-
ent agencies who have been
working in NEIGRIHMS for
many years and arc about
to reach the upper age limit
this is their golden chance to
appearn this examinationas
the number o f vacancies arc
also high.

The recruitment for nurs-
es which came up recently
in NEIGRIHMS (2023)
was sanctioned way back in
2018, but it took almost 5
years for the entire process
to be completed, and if this
time also it is postponed, it
may take some more years
for the sanctioned posts to
be filled up.

Hence we appreciate this

KHADC: Why trample on

women’s constitutional right

There arc some areas
that the Khasi Hills District
Council finds easy game.
One is the ubiquitous. Trad-
ing by Non-Tribals Issue’ or
what is commonly called the
“trading licence’ issue and
the other is of Khasi women
marrying non-tribal men
Both fall in the realm of
constitutional rights. If one
follows the deliberations in
the Supreme Court where
the abrogation o fArticle 370
is being challenged before
a Constitutional Bench one
would sec that the apex court
is inclined to doing away
with special provisions for
different states which tend
towards violation of the
rights of any Indian citizen
For instance Article 35A
granted special rights to
permanent residents of the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir but took away a
bundle o ffundamental rights
of the people of India, the
Supreme Court observed on
August 2X while hearing the
matter. The Supreme Court
further observed that Article
35A deprived those who
were not permanent citizens
oferstwhile J&K of the right
to employment, equality of
opportunity and right to ac-
quire property. ChiefJustice
of India DY C'handrachud
had stated that he is inclined
to agree with the Centre that
the Indian Constitution is a
document that is “on a higher
platform than the J&K Con-
stitution.”

Article 35A which was
scrapped in 2019 along with
Article 370 allowed the J&K
legislature to define, “perma-
nent residents” and provide
them with special rights and
privileges in terms of public
employment, immovable
property and settlement
Article 35A in fact violates
Article 16 (1) of the Con-
stitution which say’s - There
shall be equality of opportu-
nity forall citizens in matters
relating to employment or
appointment to any office
under the State. The Solici-
tor General pointed out that
any amendment to the Indian
Constitution would notapply
to J&K until it was invoked
through Article 370. Hence
the Right to Education was
not implemented in J&K
until 2019 when Article 370
was revoked. Other important
amendments to the Constitu-
tion such as adding the world
“secular and socialist" were
never adopted in J&K.

The manner in which the
arguments on Ariclc 370 arc
currently being presented
and debated in the apex court
should tell us that claiming
rights under the old consti-
tutional order which subse-
quently became wcaponiscd
against other Indian citizens
is fraught. It is important
to apply the brakes on the
ambit of the Sixth Schedule

decision of the director,

NEIGRIHMS and hence-

forth NEIGRIHMS should
be included in NORCET.

Yoursetc.,

Decpsikha Kakoty,

TNAI UNIT. NEIGRIHMS

Lessons from
Manipur

Editor.

Viewers who arc regular
patrons of mainland news
channels must be really
intrigued as to what lias hap-
pened to Manipur and the
violence that made ‘Break-
ing News’ bulletins from
that part of the country .
not too long ago. Equally
surprising is the silence from
our mainland and central
nctas of the situation now
prevailing in that NE state.
The silence is deafening and
this silencccan only emanate
from two or three possible
conclusions. Either peace
has relumed to that wretched
piece o fland where commu-
nities were butchering each
other just a few weeks ago
so there is nothing much lo
talk about the situation there
or Manipur has somehow
simply disappeared from the
facc of this earth. The other
possible explanation is that
somehow that picce of real
estate has been willed away
by the Government of India

By Patricia Mttkhim

to0 which is not above the
Constitution of India

For instance, using the
sixth Schedule to intrude
into the rights ofKhasi wom-
en to choose who they marry
and to deprive them and their
offsprings of the Scheduled
Tribe status i* not going to
be taken loo kindly by Khasi
women in gereral. Ihe right
to choose one’s marriage
partner cannoi be the*domain
ofthe state. By virtue of this
being a_tnair lineal society
a Khasi wonan marrying
anyone of any race, com-

munity. nationality cannot
forfeither right to be a Khasi
tribal and so too her children.
itis a factof bw that is well
established in the case of Mr
1M Nichols Roy the father
of the Sixth Schedule that
if one parent is a Khasi the
children bom ofthat wedlock
arc also Khasis. So why is
this contentious and very
personal matter being raked
up again and again?

And who is going to de-
cide the date as to when a
person ceases to be a Khasi

to give sleepless nights to
the KHADC. Instead they
nitpickon Issues that they be-
lieve will win them brownie
points before the elections
scheduled in February-
March next year. The District
Council should concern itself
with the growing poverty
in Khasi society: of the nu-
merous households headed
by single-women because
they have been abandoned.
Should the KHADC pretend
to be blind to the fact that
Meghalaya has the highest
total fertility rate (TFR)

in the country and hence
there is population explo-
sion beyond which families
can cope with? Should the
KHADC’ continue todaim its
culture and tradition bogey
when the very culture and
tradition has failed to retain
children in school and most
of them arc looking after
cows and sheep? Should
the KHADC not concern
itselfwith pushing for better
healthcare facilities? Should
it not be what the Gram
Panchayats arc in the rest of

“There are aplethora o fissues thal afflict
Khasisociety hut these don tseem to give
sleepless nights to the KHADC. Instead they’
nitpick on issues that they believe will win
them brownie points before the elections
scheduled in February- March nextyear.”

considering that there is an
overwhelming number of
Khasi womenwho have mar-
ried into every race under the
sky? Is there going to be a
cut-off year from whence a
person whois .ifmixed blood
will be dclegitimiscd? How
will the KHADC achieve
this? What ncthods will it
use? Will it use instruments
like those applied by the
Government of Assam us-
ing the NRC in identifying
citizens from non-citizens
and then endng up putting
many citizens injail?

There arc a plethora of
issues that afflict Khasi so-
ciety but these don’t seem

to either China or Myanmar
and has thus lost any news
value as it nolonger pertains
to Indian terrilory. Now since
none ofthe above arc possi-
ble nor have happened, then
the answer io this silcnce
must lie somewhere else.

hot thoNCHrekiiig genuine
answers as to what is really
happening in Manipur must
therefore tun: toother sourc-
es for information. The best
ofsuch platfcrms arc private
news channcs that refuse to
kowtow the Government line
nor seek to earn its pleasure.
We have such independent
news channels (hat carry
interviews aid discussions
with knowledgeable and
non-partisan experts on sub-
jects that are of national
interest. One gleans so much
information watching news
channels as that o f Sujit Nair
or Baricha Dull. One such in-
tervicw by Karan Thapar of
the Wire withGK Pillai, for-
mer Union Home Secretary
is what 1 would call a "No
Holds Barred’ discussion
Facts were laid bare: spades
were called spades and this
is an interview that people of
the North lust must watch
simply lo Icam where we
stand vis a vis the centre.

What came out from that
interview to be mulled and
chewed upon arc as fol-
lows:

I Noone in Delhi cares

or has any idea of what is

the country? If all that the
ADCs do is just collecting
tolls from vehicles passing
through their illegitimately
constructed gates: if their
only activity is to tax timber
and other forest products and
also to tax markets etc.. then
may we ask how much o fthat
taxation is being ploughed
back to society? The ADCs
lost the plot many decades
ago when they failed to suc-
cessfully run primary schools
in the state.

As of today we sec the
KHADC constructing all
kinds of resorts in different
parts of the Khasi Hills. Is
that the brief of the ADCs?

happening in this part of the
country. It'sa typical case of
‘Out ofsight. Outof mind!”

2. Noone givesadamn
if one tribal community
slaughters another as long
as the BJP as the ruling
party in the state remains
undisturbed.

3. Manipurand the civil
war that is going on there is
to Delhijust a law and order
issue which can solve itself
by simply burying ones head
under the carpet. No one is
prepared to acknowledge
the powder keg we arc sit-
tingon

4. The Centre is not
prepared to dig out the truth
as to what really happened in
Manipur and the Butcher of
Manipur, the Chief Minister
who allowed all the blood-
letting is safe as long as he
cart ensure his BJP Govern-
ment continues in office. So
the only control mechanism
our Constitution has against
any .breakdown of gover-
nance in any stale, i.e. Presi-
dent’s Rule is ignored

The Congress un-
der Nehru was ready lo bid
goodbye io the North East
during the Chinese aggres-
sion of 1962. Reading be-
tween the lines on what is
happening in Manipur, one
can safely assume that the
NDA under the Modi is not
that different cither

Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

Does that not replicate what
the Tourism Department of
the Stale Government is do-
ing? The problem with the
ADCs is Ihat they have lost
their moorings and every
once in a while ihcy try to
make news on the same old
issues without making head-
way and by antagonising a
section of their own people.
Remember that women make
up half the world and any
attempt to restrict their per-
sonal choices is a violation
of their constitutional rights.
They arc not going to re-
main silent. The Courts arc
there to redress any of these
violations by any institution
in the country; especially
violations that infringe on
the constitutional rights of
women
1tisalso ironic Ihatevery
problem in thisslate is attrib-
uted to women as ifmen have
no role at all in the creation
of such problems. Ask any
woman who has been aban-
doned bya man and who has
been left high and dry with
at least 3-4 children to look
after, what they arc going
through? Were those women
abandoned by non-tribal
men? How many local tribal
men have abandoned their
wives/partners? Does the
KHADC have case studies
and staiistics of the number
f such women? It is high
time that KHADC spend
some of its funds to engage
in studies of the predilcc-
lions Khasi socicty which is
now facing some o f the most
severe deprivations whether
it is in terms of nutritional
slalusofchildren and women
in the child bearing years or
anemia among women which
is as high as 52% and also
access to basic needs such as
food, shelter and clothing.
Its time to get real. There
isa substantial numbcrofcd-

(SI1X)

From non-alignment to G-20
summit in Delhi next week

g? Major issues including

global peace and
health on agenda

By Dr. Arun Mitra

Much euphoria is being
created about (he upcoming
G-20 meet in Delhi next
week. The high pitch is par-
ticularly to project that it is
because of Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi that India
has got the chairmanship of
the group. The truth of the
matter is Ihat in the G-20
there isa rotatory system of
chairmanship. In fact, India
could have been the chairof
the G20 last year but it was
delayed by one year. The
G20 has several agendas to
discuss, but the most im-
portant ones arc the global
pcacc and health for all.
World txlay is ina very
critical sination because of
on-going armed conflicts in
several parts. The conflict

complex. This is in contrast
lo the Non-Aligned move-
ment (NAM) which took
effective steps and raised
seriousconcernson ihe issue
of disarmament, develop-
ment and human rights in
differentcountries. Itis well
known that India had played
a significant role ai Ihai mo-
ment. NAM was founded al
the initiative of Jawaharlal
Nehru, Marshal Tito and
Abdul Gamal Nasser. The
NAMs 7th summit was held
in Delhi in 1983 in which
heads of the stales from 117
countries participated and
ihcre were 20 observ ers from
several countries. In con-
trast. the G20 isa tiny event
but with much hype.

U seems unlikely that

“After US President Joe Biden issued the
statement that they would supply cluster
weapons to Ukraine. Russia has warned that
in that case they would be left with no other
option but to use nuclear weapons. This is a
very dangerous situation because any nuclear
exchange at this time on that border will not
remain between Russia and Ukraine. *

between Rissia and Ukraine
is the most >crious one at this
juncture. As per the UNO
over 14400 people have
been Killed including 3604
civilians. Over X million
people have been displaced
externally living as refugees
in other countries.

The issue has not re-
mainedjus between Russia
and Ukraine; with the ex-

the G20 meet would oome
out with a firm declaration
to abolish nuclear weap-
ons which is now possible
through a multilateral Treaty
on the Prohibition o f Nuclear
Weapons (TPN W )passed by
the UNO on 7th July 2017.
Thereisa strong lobby with-
in the G20 who opposed the
TPNW in the UNO and pul
tremendous pressure on the
fthe UN General

ucalcd. well d Khasi
women who today prefer to
remain single than to marry
someone who is below their
station and who they cannot
torelate to on the intellectual
plane. This is not about being
snooty butabout being prag-
matic. Marriage is a lifelong
journey and Khasi women
sec enough suffering among
their own who get into teen-
age pregnancy and suffer
lifelong consequences, to
want tojeopardise their lives.
If some of them choose to
marry a man of their choice
and one they can relate to at
all levels why grudge them
that and seek to deprive
them of their tribal status?
Progress cannot be a slave
of tradition. The KHADC
ought to know Ihat neither
eulture nor tradition arc static
and humanscannot be bound
to something that is past the
shelf life. The ADCs should
address thceurrent problems
and give up their penchant
forattributing all the societal
pains to women.

The mighty
pen

Editor,

The pen plays a signifi-
cant role in every field. It
is the sole source to re-
cord history, protcct cul-
ture, and keep ancestors
alive. There is no doubt
that a pen is mightier than
the sword. It alone drives
revolutions, raising voices
against cruelty, injustice,
and discrimination. When
the pen is freed, it brings
happiness, prosperity, and
justice— halting oppressors
from oppressing, preventing
traitors from betraying, and
stopping bribe-takers from
accepting bribes. When the
pen becomesa tool of rulers,
it further harms, aiding cruel
people against the weak and
poor. Therefore, it is crucial
to safeguard the pen. If pro-
tected. all of humanity will
be safe. The positive use of
the pen is as essential for
humanity as oxygen is for
survival

Yoursetc.,
FAKhtar,
Via email

Articles and Icllcrs ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillotig limes

pliciti ofusand
NATO things have gone too
far. Both sides have warned
of the use >fnuclear weap-
ons. After JS President Joe
Biden issued the statement
Ihat they would supply clus-
ter weaponsto Ukraine. Rus-
sia has; wirned that in that
case they would be left with
noother option but lo use nu-
clearweapons. This is a very
dangerous situation because
any nuclca’exchange at this
time on that border will not
remain between Russia and
Ukraine; itwill be a nuclear
exchange between Russia

Assembly. These countries
arc the protagonists of the
theory of nuclear weapons
asa deterrent

It is very much unlikely
Ihat G20 will come out with
aconcrete decision on health
forall which requirvs equita
blc distribution of resources
for healthcare. We have
in fact witnessed how the
Phamiaccutical companies,
particularly vaccine pro-
ducing companies, played
havoc during the COVID
pandemic and blackmailed
smaller countries who did

“In addition there are conflicts going on in
differentparts o fAfrica and Asia. These
internal strife have International support in
oneform or the otherfor various economic
interests o fthe rich nations. Thesituation in
Palestine or in Syria are examples o fextreme
humun rights violations. It is therefore
important that the G20 takes afirm decision
onsuch issues o fnuclear disarmament and
checkson theproliferation o fsmall arms.

and USA  NATO. As per
the latest scientific studies
this would mean death of
over 5 billion people which
would be anend of modem
civilization built ihrough
thousands ofyears o f human
labour. Study conducted by
the IPPNW and environ-
mental groups has already
shown evidence that even
a limited nuclear exchange,
for cxampc between India
and Pakistan, would lead to
the death of over 2 billion
people. But an exchange
between Russia and the US
would be much more cata-
strophic.

Inadditon there are con-
flicts going on in different
parts of Africa and Asia.
These internal strife have
International support in one
form or iheother for various
economic interests of ihe
rich nations. The situation
in Palestine or in Syria arc
examples of extreme hu-
man rights violations. It is
therefore important thal ihe
G20 lakesa firm decision
on such issues of nuclear
disarmament and checks on
ihe proliferation of small
anns

However it seems un-
likely because ihe G20 is
not a homogenous group. It
is a group >fcountries with

not have cither technical
knowhow or resources io
produce vaccines on their
own. Big Pharma companies
are known to have made
huge profits during ihe pe-
riod. For any talk on health
forall. affordable drug pric-
ingand equitable hcalthcarc.
ihe Pharma companies have
to be regulated and their
profits made transparent.

Itwould be good to watch
the on-goings ofthcG 20and
outcome in various sectors.
But the countries which are
there, the USA. England
France have pro corporate
ideology and economic in-
terests. Will they be ready
lo pan away with the arms
orwill they be ready to make
effective changcs in (he
world trade organization so
as io meet the requirements
of the developing countries
for health for all.

As chairperson ofthe 7th
non-aligned summit India
played a big role in organiz-
ing the developing countries
on ihe one goal o f this disar-
mament. equitable develop-
ment. human rights, health
forall etc. They passed reso-
lutions supporting ihe cause
of Palestinians and on other
issues o f human rights.

For such decisions there
isa need for statesmanship.
That ip is lack-

f-interest by
the multimtional corpora-
tions and military industrial

ing in our polity at present
(IPAService)
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“Learning never exhausts the mind.”

— Leonardo da Vinci
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NEP: Hanging Fire
IT would be wrong to believe dial all colleges
have complied with the call given by the Megha-
laya College Teachers' Association (MCTA) not to
implement the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020
from this academic year. Several colleges in other
districts of Meghalaya have started implementing
the NEP because their principals see merit in it
but, more importantly because they do not want to
leave the students in the lurch. After all, they argue

that there is a major shift

the NEP where the

5+3+3+4 will replace die existing 10+2 structure.
Besides, the Government wants to make schooling
available toeveryone ami this should be an incentive
for Meghalaya where the dropout rate is veiy high.
Government envisages that nearly two crore school
students will be able to come back to educational
institutes through this new approach.

The NEP focuses on student's formative years
of learning. The S+3+3+4 structure corresponds
to ages from 3 :0 8, 8 to 11, 11to 14 and 14 to 18
which means 12 years of schooling with 3 years of
Anganwadi and pre-schooling being included in
this structure. For children up to 8 years a National
Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early
Childhood Car; and Education will be designed
and developed by NCERT.According to the NEP

the Education Mi

stry is to set up a National Mis-

sion on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy. The
responsibility for succcssful implementation for
achieving the foundation numeracy and literacy for
all students till class three would devolve to (he states
and is scheduled to be done by 2025. One of the
merits o f NEP 2020 is the formation of the National
Book Promotion Policy in India. Also appropriate
authorities will conduct the school examinations for
grades 3,5 and 8. The board exams for grades 10and
12 will continue but the NEP 2020 aims to re-design
the structure with holistic development.

This new plan focuses on setting up a Gender
Inclusion Fund and Special Education Zones for
disadvantaged regions and groups. The NEP will
also sec the setting up of multi-disciplinary Educa-
tion and Research Universities at par with the 11Ts
and IIMs to introduce multidisciplinary academics.
The same yardsticks will be used for accreditation
and regulations to guide both the public and private
academic bodies. Phase wise collcge affiliation and
autonomy will be granted to colleges. By 2030. it
will be mandatory to have at least a 4-year B. Ed de-
gree forjoining the occupation ofteaching. Also the
Policy looks at nore online classes so that students
are prepared for future emergencies.

Some drawbacks of the NEP is the use of the
mother tongue asa teaching method which will de-
prive the classrooms o fdiversity. Ironically students
of private schools would be introduced to English
early on. This will create a chasm between those
communicating in English and others who don’tand
it might affect the chances o f the latter when entering
thejob market. Also sincc there isa choice between
a full graduation and a diploma many students might
opt for the latter. These drawbacks may need to be
remedied. However, since the new education policy
comes after 30 years and its aim is to make the aca-
demic system at par with international standards it
cannot be rejected lock, stock and barrel.

Letters to the Editor

Data confirms

that festivals

add to tourism
footfalls

Editor.

This is in response to the
article titled. "Do Festivals
Add to Tourism Vibran-
cy?" by Professor Benjamin
Lyngdoh, published in The
Shillong Times on August
23.2023.As an organizerof
events and festivals forover
15 years. | feel compelled
to address the assumptions
made by the professor and
provide a diffcrcit perspec-
tive based on our data-driven
approach

The Professor suggests
that festivals may not con-
tribute significantly to tour-
ism vibrancy, but I beg to
differ based on our experi-
ences. We have meticulously
collected data over the years
for some of the events and
Festivals we exeejte, which
shows that a majority of our
ticket purchases, especially
forthe Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival last year were made
by tourists (non-residents
of Meghalaya). 1 have to
emphasise on this Festival
because the professor took
a dig at it in the said article
This data supports the idea
that festivals can indeed at-
tract touristsand add vibran-
cy to the tourisir industry
Wealso have inpuis from our
friends in the hospitality and

did a post festival assessment
ofdrop in tourist footfall last
year immediately after the
cancellation of the Cherry
Blossom Festival supported
by evidence from a majority
ofthe accommodation estab-
lishments and in conncction
to festival packages they
had sold to their guests. The
conclusion was that the State
of Meghalaya lost anywhere
from 50 to 100 Crores worth
of revenue which would
have bencfuted enterprises
in the field of Hospitality.
Logistics. F&B and other
ventures related to Tourism

At Rockski. we have ad-
opted a proactive and data-
driven approach in curating
and planning our festivals.
By using our own booking
portal and organizing these
events well in advance, we
allow people to plan their
attendance and make nec-
essary ar This

Three Medical Colleges in
Meghalaya? Mountains to Climb seat sharing among
India alliance
partners now crucial

By Dr Cyan Patliak

A front page news items
in the Shillong Times. Aug
26. 2023 indicates that the
state cabinet has approved
the setting up of three medi-
cal colleges in the state. The
commitment of the state
government is quite admi-
rable. In the last couple of
decades there have seem-
ingly been sincere efforts to
begin medical education in
the state, but these attempts
have been fraught with de-
lays and failures,

There is good intent
and political will power,
but medical education is a
specialized and demanding
discipline and the creation
of a medical college needs
highly technical and human
resource inputsand a detailed
and nuanced approach. In
other words, experience and
expertise in setting up a
medical collcge is indispens-
able. But such know-how is
inshort supply, and the gov-
ernment will need to obtain
thisexpertise. Land and local
approvals arc the easy part
Money and good intentions
alone will not achieve the
desired result.

F.xpenisc from outside the
government can ccnainly be
called upon. There are many
self-styled consultants who
claim expertise, but they arc
mostly corporate honchos
for whom consultancy fees
arc the main priority. It is
admirable that a few states
in the Northeast have set
up medical colleges, but
there have been some note-
worthy failures such as the
ill-fated PPP medical college
inTripura.

These arc the major hur-
dles.

Detailed Project Report

This may be the easiest
part. Acombination o finsider
inputsand external expertise
would be able to put a DPR
together. This would have to
bea multi dimensionaldocu-
ment with at least ten years
of operational and financial
projections, with future plans
for postgraduate medical.
nllii'H health and nnrsinj*
The two main components:
medical college and clinical
teaching hospital would pres-
ent different levels of diffi-
culty in forging the DPR. The
medical college portion is
straightforward because the
National Medical Commis-
sion norms and guidelines
arc explicitly stipulated.

The teaching hospital
projections would be a morc
complex task. The most
difficult projections would
be a plausible hospital oc-

of the tourism industry and
provide valuable insights to
students, like those study-
ing tourism at NEHU. This
will enable them to make
informed decisions and con-
tribute effectively to the
sector.

In conclusion. 1 urge the
professorand other research-
ers tocngagc with stakehold-
ersinthe festival and tourism
industry to gather practical
insights and data. This will
ensure that their articles arc
well-rounded, backed by
factual evidence, and ben-
eficial to both the academic
and industry communities
Festivals have the poten-
tial of injecting economic,
social and environmental
(triple-bottom line) benefits.
When properly curated and
planned, they undoubtedly
contribute fo tourism vi-
brancy. and it is crucial that

this p

approach has yielded posi-
tive results, as we have been
able to track and have seen
an increasc in tourist footfall
year after year.

While the professor may
have theoretical points. |
believe it would have been
beneficial for him to reach
outand consult stakeholders
like us. who have first-hand
experience in the field. By
doing so. he could have
strengthened his article with
concrete facts and figures,
ensuring a more accurate
representation of the impact
of festivals on tourism vi-
brancy.

out
ofshillong that mosto fthese
tourists who attend festivals
in Meghalaya sty for an
average of 5-7 Days which
indicates that they also visit
other places of interest. We

It tial to recognize
the importance of collabora-
tion and knowledge-sharing
between academia and in-
dustry professionals. By
working together, we can
enhance the understanding

represented.
Yours etc.,
Jason Manners
Rockski EMG

Hawkers on
footpaths:
A perilous
menace for

Laitumkhrah
residents

Editor.

As a concerned resident
of Laitumkhrah, it deeply
troubles me to witness the
ever-worsening state of our
neighborhood"): footpath*
due to rampant encroach-
ment by hawkers. A recent
photograph published in The

By Glenn C. Kharkongor

cupancy and the feasible
sufficiency ofa wide variety
o fpatients forundergraduate
and postgraduate students to
learn from
Patients for the
teaching hospital

Meghalaya has a small
population to draw from
and the state would not be
able to easily attract patients
from outside. NEIGRIHMS
has achieved this to some
extent, but o\er the years it
has established some strong
departments that bring in
patients from elsewhere.
Faculty shortagesand equip-
ment maintenance are fre-
quent bugbears, but even so
NHIGRIHMS has laudable
achievements But this has
taken over a quarter of a
century to accomplish. A
state medical collcge hospital
will find it difficult to dupli-
cate this feat. For three state
medical colleges to draw
enough paticrts is probably
an unrealistic expectation

The numbers of patients
in government hospitals in
Shillong may provide an
adequate occupancy for the
medical college in Shillong,
but the numbers of patients
in the civil hospital in Tura
may not be enough. A private
medical college situated near
the Assam border will attract
patients from there, but the
teaching hospital will not
benefit many patients from
Meghalaya. A private medi-
cal college will keep most
of the seats f>r itself, so it
is uncertain how many local
students will benefit.

There arcs;vcral mission
and private hospitals in the
state and many families take
patients to hospitals in Assam
and elsewherein the country.
These mindsetand practices
will not change easily. Even
in densdy-poralaicd states,
h i i

2025) arc struggling, some
of them with barely thirty
percent of the required fac-
ulty strength. NEIGRIHMS
has recently seen an exodus
of faculty.

Given these facts, how
do we expect faculty from
around the country to gravi-
tate to Meghalaya. The num-
ber of doctors qualified to
teach in Meghalaya at pres-
ent is negligible. Itwould be
a tough challenge to attract
faculty to Meghalaya. What
could be the incentives?
There are hardly any rea-
sons to work in Northeast
India for someone from the
mainland.

Across the country, there
isa continuing exodus o fspe-
cialists from teaching institu-
tions to private hospitals. The
Manipal group is the largest
provider of private medical
education in India, with five
medical colleges, all o fthem
arc highly rated. Their hospi-
tals. now the second largest
network in the country, draw
some of the best specialists
from medical colleges. The
remuneration packages at
private hospitals and family
conveniences ofcity life arc
unchallengeable

Recently a friend o f mine
whose daughter secured a
seat through NEET at Sik-
Kkim-Manipal Institute of
Medical Sciences, Gangtok,
instead chose to send his
child toa lower ranked medi-
cal college in south India.
Why? His reason was that
Sikkim is close to strife-torn
Manipur. Fears and miscon-
ceptionsabout the Northeast
arcwidely prevalent in main-
land India.

Other health professions

While the state govern-
ment is so visibly focused
on medical colleges, training
in other much-needed health

Ith-seeking

are habituated Some private
medical colleges in the coun-
try arrange flicts of buses,
pickup from stationsand bus
stands, and tree treatment at
their hospitals but continue
to struggle to attract enough
patients.
Faculty and staff

This mountain would be
almost insurmountable. The
number of needed faculty,
with the right qualifications
and teaching experience,
simply do not exist in the
country. Even the highly-
vaunted new AIIMS institu-
tions (19 have been opened,
five morc arc planned for

Shillong Tiircs. displaying
the stark reality of pedes-
trians forced onto the roads
due to obstructed motorablc
roads, paintsa grim picture
ofthe dangerswe facc daily.
The conscquences arc dire,
with a surge inaccidents and
looming heal h hazards.

The photograph in ques-
tion depicted the chaotic
scene where footpaths and
motorablc roads, meant to be
safe havens for pedestrians,
were being dominated by an
amiy of street hawkers and
their makeshift stalls. This
infringement has turned our
once serene walkways into
hazardous zones, compelling
pedestrians to walk precari-
ously on the roads, weaving
through traffic, and putting
their lives at risk. The issue
has cscalated to such an
extent that accidents have
become all too common

The perils of this en-
croachment fit home when
my own daughter. a school
student, almost became a
victim o fthis menace. While
crossing the toad, an ambu-
lance cn route to the hospital
had to swer.c to avoid a
hawker's cart obstructing
its path. The lack of space
forced the ambulance dan-
gerously close to the side-
walk where my daughter
was walking, and tragically,
a scooter nearly careencd
into her. This could have
been prevented if not for the
hawker's illegal occupation
of the portion of the motor-
able road.

The dangers of this situa-
tion extend beyond accidents.
The health hazards posed by
these encroachments are
insidious and far-reaching
The hawkers' stalls often
spill into the walkways, cre-
ating an environment ripe for

p are neglected.
MLCU is the only major
training centre in the state
for allied health professions
such as medical lab technol-
ogy. imaging technology,
optometry, operation theatre
technologists and other para-
medical professionals. These
graduates are grabbed by
the job market all over the
Northeast. There is only one
public health institute, and
hardly any training for men-
tal health workers, except
for MLCU. These priorities
should be taken up also.
Rather than state-funded
orconventional PPParrange-
ments, the government may

breeding pests and bacteria.
Not only are these unsani-
tary conditions a breeding
ground for disease, but the
congestion also exacerbates
the problem o fair pollution,
with vehiclesidling in traffic
due to the limited walking
space.

One would hope that
after experiencing such a
near traumatic event and
witnessing the countless
near-misses on a daily basis,
the concerned authorities
would take immediate and
effective action to rectifyl
the situation. However, at-
tempts to bring this issue to
their attention through cor-
respondence have fallen on
deafears. Despite numerous
appeals, the encroachments
persist, and our safety and
well-being continue to be
compromised.

Itis the duty o four elect-
ed officials and local admin-
istration to ensure the safety
and welfare ofthe residents.
It is their responsibility to
createan environment where
pedestrians can move freely
and safely, without having
to dodge traffic or risk their
health due to unsanitary
conditions. The hawker en-
croachment issue cannot
be allowed to persist, lest
it erodes the very fabric of
our community and leads to
morc avoidable tragedies

The situation in Laitum-
khrah demands immediate
intervention. The encroach-
ment of footpaths and roads
by hawkers has led to myriad
problems, from escalating
accident rates to serious
health hazards. My daugh-
ter's near accident stands as
a stark remindero fthe urgent
need for the authorities to
act decisively to restore the

consider locally possible
innovations. The MLCU
School of Allied Health Sci-
ences provides classroom
teaching and basic labs. The
hands-on training is provided
by local hospitals in Shillong
and the capstone skills are
polished by one-year intern-
ships. six months of which
has to be outside the state at
leading private and mission
hospitals. These hospitals
routinely offer jobs to our
graduates after internship
While medical education
is. of course, morc demand-
ing in its set-up. a conver-
gence of local institutions,
resources and efforts may
be one way of climbing the
mountain.

Yes. we should set up a
medical collcge in Megha-
laya and we can do this in
tandem with other training
priorities. But some of the
statements in the Shillong
Times news report and the
“push for medical colleges”
on page 3 by the UDP, arc
mostly wishful thinking

Medical education is
largely a private good, as its
benefits mostly accrue to the
graduate doctor. However
the hospital services and the
ancillary local development
are a public good. Thisjusti-
fies its governmental priority.
Itisalso true that the country
needs more doctors, though
when one takes foreign medi-
cal graduates such as from
China or east European coun-
tries, AYUSH and traditional
healers into the equation,
this need is diminished. The
data shows that even though
medical colleges have mush-
roomed in south India, rural
regions do not benefit much.
The best medical graduates
practice in the cities or go
abroad,

For someone who has
been a career academician
and administrator in a medi-
cal college, insider insights
and directions arc clear. A
deep dive into the complexi-
ties is a necessary exercise.
When we go public with
our plans and inimci with
outside players and local
stakeholders, we should look
credible, not just enthusi-

stic.

The author is aformer
professor o fpediatrics ai
Kasturba Medical Collcge.
ex-Director o fPlanning and
Development at Manipal
University, andprevious se-
nior vicepresidentofthe Ma-
nipal bUlucationand Medical
Group. He is also the author
of "Manipal and Beyond"
(Penguin Books. 2016)

safety and dignity of our

footpaths and roads. It is my

hope that diis article serves

asawake-up call for those in

power, urging them to take

action before morc lives arc
needlessly endangered

Yours etc.,

R. Lyngdoh.

shillong-3

W hen will

peace return to
Manipur?

Editor.

It is reported that a noted
songwriter was among 5
killed in Manipur on Au-
gust 30 2023. After violence
erupted in Manipur around
174 people died and over
67.000 have been displaced.
The violence continues de-
spite the fact that the central
government had sent about
+40.000 central armed per-
sonnel from the army and
Assam Rifles to contain
the violence. Peace will not
return to Manipur without
recovering 6000 weapons
and 6 lakh rounds ofammu-
nition that were looted from
security forces as alleged
by Congress MP, Gaurav
Gogoi. So what will be the
fate ofthe tribals of Manipur
who have become targets?
jae upu What next is the
question.

ours efc..
Mofidul Islam.
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SI1X)

Uttar Pradesh politics signals
a significant change

Ghosi assembly bypoll
has signalled a significant
change in Uttar Pradesh
politics. Congress joined
Samajwadi Party's election
campaign, the first of its
Kind after the formation of
INDIA opposition alliance.
The elcc.ion is scheduled
for September 5. and it is
the firstone-on-one electoral
battle in the state between
the opposition INDIA alli-
ance and the NDA,

Since INDIA alliance
was formed for Lok Sabha
election 2024, and not for
the Vidhan Sabha elections,
and therefore such a joint
election campaign by IN-
DIA alliance partners for a
Vidhan Sabha scat is an im-

fer one-on-one contests to
BIP and NDA candidates
in all 80 scats in the state
Seat sharing arrangement
between the INDIA alliance
partners is therefore o f para-
mount importance, and that
too in the shortest possible
time, with an open mind to
be ready with a plan to make
seat sharing arrangement
at Vidhan Sabha level too
considering the latest “one
nation, one election” move
of PM Modi.

The INDIA alliance has
already decided to make scat
sharing arrangements at the
state level. SP will have a
major say in the state since it
i the strongest political par-
ty in opposition against the

“BSP atpresent is neither with NDA nor with
INDIA alliance. Its vote shatv has been declining
fast, mat came down to 12.88per cent in 2022
Vidhan Sabha electionfrom 19.43 per cent in 2019
when it was part o f Mahagathbandhan
deriving benefitfrom the alliance. The teal
pictureon ground is that it had evenforfeited de-
posits in 287 Vidhan Sabha constituencies
while winning only one seat. Even though it
has considerablepresence in 116 Vidhan Sabha
constituencies which the INDIA alliance would

need to take into consideration.

portant development. Such
a political gesture at state
level has become all the
more significant in the light
of BJP's latest move for
‘one nation, one election”
aiming at disrupting the
opposition move of unity at
national fevel by indirectly
fuelling regional aspirations
of the political parties in
opposition that makes them
somewhat hesitant in join-
ing hands at state level. If
elections are held together
atthe Centre and States, BJP
leadership hopes, opposition
unity would become almost
impossible

What «e have been see-
ing in the Ghosi Vidhan
Sabha bypoll might be very
disconcerting to the BJP and
NDA partners. ‘T he country
wants change. The INDIA
alliance k going to defeat
the BJP. The Samajwadi
Party and its allies arc fully
prepared for the elections,”
said Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav,
and this statement seems
to have some truth. Unity
can be seen in the Ghosi
bypoll a. the state level,
while INDIA alliance is
likely to finalise their seat
sharing arrangement for the
Lok Sabha election 2024 by
September 30.

Uttar Pradesh has always
been the most important
state for Lok Sabha elections
since it sends the largest
number of seats in the Lok
Sabha. Out of 80 seats in
the state, BJP had won 62
in 2019 Lok Sabha election
while 2 scatswere won by its
ally Apna Dal (S). that made
the NDA tally from Uttar
Pradesh to 64, BJP liad won
303 seats in the entire coun-
try. while 272 seats were
required to form government
in New D;lhi. Uttar Pradesh
was the single largest state
from where the BJP got 62
seats, followed by 28 from
Madhya Pradesh. 26 from
Gujarat. 25 from Karnataka,
24 from Rajasthan, and 23
from Malarashtra. Ata time
when BJP's prospects in
Madhya Pradesh. Rajast-
han. and Karnataka arc on
the decline and uncertain in
Maharashtra. PM Narendra
Modi car.’t even dream of
returning for the third terra
if his party loses in Uttar
Pradesh.

It is in this backdrop the
political stake of PM Modi
or BJP is the biggest in Ut-
tar Pradesh. It makes the
stake of INDIA alliance
proportionately the biggest,
and hence, it requires to of-

ruling BJP in the state. It had
avote share 0£32.06 percent
in the Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion 2022. In the 2019 Lok
Sabha election its vote share
wasonly 18.11percent, and
that can be explained in the
light of Mahagathbandhan
in which BSP was also a
participant.

BSP at present is neither
with NDA nor with INDIA
alliance. Its vote share has
been declining fast, that
came down to 12.88 per
cent in 2022 Vidhan Sabha
election from 19.43 percent
in 2019 when it was part of
Mahagathbandhan deriving
benefit from the alliancc
The real pictureon ground is
that it had even forfeited de-
posits in 287 Vidhan Sabha
constituencies while winning
only one seat. Even though
it has considerable presence
in 116 Vidhan Sabha con-
stituencieswhich the INDIA
alliance would need to take
into consideration

No doubt. BJP's politi-
cal fortune is on the decline
in Uttar Pradesh. Its share
of vote declined in Vidhan
Sabhaelection 2022 to 41.29
percent from 49.98 per cent
in Lok Sabha election 2019.
In the Lok Sabha election
2019 it had a swing of 7.35
percent in its favour but had
lost 9 seats, which meant
the swing was only limited
in certain seats and was not
spread across the state. By
2022, then: was a swing of
8.69 against it that caused a
loss of 57 scats with even
3 forfeitures of deposits. It
now has 255 seats in the Vid-
han Sabha. As per the BJP's
own assessment, 4 of its 62
current seats arc endangered,
while 14 scats outof 7 1they
had won in 2014 and lostin
2019 arc still out of their
reach. Presently. INDIA
alliancc has chiefly three
parties in Uttar Pradesh  SP.
Congress, and RLD. As per
the current strength in the
Vidhan Sabha SP had won
111 scats. Congress 2, and
RLD 8 seats in 2022.NCP.
RID. SBSP, PSP (Lohiya)
and AD(K) were part ofSP+
alliance. With emergence
of INDIA alliancc AAP,
Congress. Left and other
political parties would be
in principle offering joint
candidate in 2024 Lok Sabha
election, which remains a
difficult task to be translated
on the ground, the success of
which may lead to the road
to power in New Delhi, and
the failure may block the
alliances prospects. (IPA
Service)
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Biological clocks: Howdoes our
body know that time goes by?

n April of this year, Spanish athlete Beatrix

Flamini emerged into the light after a 500-day

stay in a cave. Her descent underground is
probably the longest undertaken by a long stretch.
Flamini says sh; lost all sense of time on the 65th
day. But can she really be sure it was the 65th day?
By way of comparison, in 1962 France's Michel
Siffre surfaced from the Scarasson chasm in Italy
after spending what he thought was 33 days there
In fact, he spent 58 days underground

Thr tick of life's clocks

How can isolated human beings keep regular
track of time, even when they're disconnected
from their surrounding environment? Quite sim-
ply, because biological rhythms are at the heart of
life, regulating it all the way from the molecular
level up to that of the entire body. These include
not only our siecp/wake cycles, but also body
temperature, hormones, metabolism and the car-
diovascular system, to name but a few

And these rhythms have many repercussions,
not least in terras of public health. Indeed, a num-
ber of diseases arc episodic  for example, asthma
is more severe at night, while cardiovascular ac-
cidents arc more frequent in the morning. Another
example is shift work, which disconnects people
from their environment. It may be associated with
an increased risk of cancers in workers, prompting
the WHO to label it as a probable carcinogen.

Rhythms also impact how wc interact with other
species. For example. African trypanosomiasis,
also called sleeping sickness, is a disorder of our
daily rhythm caused by the parasite Trypanosoma
brucei. whose metabolism is also daily just like
our immunity.

Genes: the great clockmakers

The rotations of the Earth. Moon and Sun gen-
erate environmental cycles that have favoured the
selection of biological clocks

A biological clock is a mechanism internal
to organisms that, in the absence of an environ-
mental signal, operates at its own frequency
The regular alternation of day and night has, for
example, favoured the evolution of the circadian
clock (circa, meaning “approximately”, and diem,
"day").

The circadian clock mcchanism was first dis-
covered in the fruit fly. also known as Droso-
phila. in the 1970s. It is based on feedback loops
in the transcription and translation of several
genes gene Apromotes the expression of gene
B. which in turn inhibits the expression of gene
A - creating an oscillation. During the day. light
induces the diminution of specific factors of the
loop via a photoreceptor called cryptochromec
Interestingly, tie key factors in the mcchanism
essentially only comprise a few genes named
period, timclcs>, clock and cycle. However, the
fine-tuning and regulation of the clock is based
on a complex molecular and neuronal network
that ensures its timing and precision

There is no single, overarching circadian clock
that would organise all of life, as the clock genes
vary from species to species. But the principle
remains the same: genes whose expression oscil-
lates. Biological rhythms have been described in
all the taxa (groups of organisms) studied so far,
which comprise cyanobacteria (a type of bacteria
that obtain energy via photosynthesis), fungi,
plants, and animals, including humans.

In addition, various time givers (zeitgebers)
synchronise the organism with its environment
light (the moststudied to date), temperature and
food, in particular

An internal clock synchronised
the environment
One very concrete implication of this circadian

‘Eco-friendly’straws: Not a

clock concerns jet lag. This is the deviation of an
individual's internal rhythm from the time of the
time zone they arc in.

Environmental signals in general, and light in
particular, help to rc-synchronisc the individual
light perceived at the end of the night moves
the clock forward, while light perceived at the
beginning of the night delays it. Light perceived
during the day has no effect. In humans, light is
not perceived directly by the molecular clock,
but is captured in the retina and then transmitted
via the rctino-hypothalamic pathway to a central

D paper and bamboo arc

often promoted as more cco-
friendly than their plastic coun-
terparts. However, a new study
has found that these supposedly
sustainable straws contain po-
tentially toxic chemicals called
polyfluoroalkyl and pcrfluoro-
alkyl substances (PFAS)

These substances, commonly
known as “forever chemicals”,
are a large group ofover 4,000
synthetic chemicals that are

used in a wide range of prod-
ucts due to their water- and
fat-repellent properties. They

can be found in everyday items
such as non-stick cooking pans
and fast-food packaging

PFAS can linger in the envi-
ronment for thousands of years,
and exposure to certain levels
of PFAS has been linked to ill
health both in people and in
animals.

The study, conducted by re-
searchers in Bclgiun. analysed
commercially available drinking
straws of various types and re-
corded PFAS concentrations in
39 separate brands. PFAS were
discovered in almost all of the
paper and bamboo straws tested.
They were detected in plastic
nnd glo33 3«rows too. but at a
lower frequency

Pcrfluorooctanoic acid was
the mostcommon PFAS detected

clock, where it modulates the synthesis of clock
proteins. The system is not infinitely scalable,
however: it takes the human body approxim ately
one day to adapt to a one-hour time difference.

W ith Homo sapiens' intrinsic circadian
period spanning an average 24.2 hours, it is
easier for us to travel west and lengthen our
days than to travel east and shorten them
This is also why athletes and researchers who
isolate themselves in the depths of the Earth end
up being out of sync with time on the surface,
and ultimately perceive fewer days than 24-hour

(S1X)

solar days

Other times, other clocks

The circadian clock is not the only clock
mcchanism that exists in nature. Many biologi-
cal processes arc seasonal, such as the migration
of a host of birds and insects, the reproduction
and hibernation of many animal spccics and the
flowering of plants. This seasonality is generally
dictated by several factors, including by what is
known as a circannual clock in the ease of many
spccics. The mechanism of this clock has not yet
been determined.

The clock mechanisms in marine species are
also unknown, partly because of the oceans’
complex temporal structure. Marine organisms
are exposed to the solar cycle of alternating day
and night, which is superimposed on a scries of
lunar cy;lcs. the most prominent of which is the
tidal cycle (with a period of 12.4 hours or 24.8
hours). The semi-lunar and lunar cyclcs (14.8
days/29.5 days), linked to the phases of the moon,
also strongly modulate the marine environment,
via lightand tides. The seasons also affect these
ecosystems

W hile complex, the temporal structure of ma-
rine environments is prcdictablc. and biological
rhythms linked to all these cyclcs have been
described in marine species. For example, many
corals synchronise their reproduction, laying eggs
once a year over a very short period of time. Some
marine worms swarm precisely once a month, in
the darkest hours of the night, to initiate their
reproductive dancc before spawning and dying.

Interestingly, in 2020, our team of scientists
revealed that biological rhythms arc not limited
to the coastal environment. Wc indeed showed
rhythms in behaviour and gene expression at a
depth of 1,700 metres, in a mussel living in the
hydrothermal vents of the mid-Atlantic ridge
Our wor< underlines that the temporal coordina-
tion in physiology is likely critical, even in the
most extreme life environments such as the deep
ocean. (The Conversation)

friend of the environment!

in the straws. The manufacture
of perfluorooctanoic acid has
been banned in the European

Both compounds were measured
in one bamboo straw
Given TFA's

risk of some cancers
PFAS exposure has even been
shown to compromise the im-

limited indus-

Union since 2020 on safety trial applications, the research- mune system's ability to fight
grounds. However, it can be ers suggest that its presence in infections. In 2020. research
found in old or recycled con- straws potentially stems from from Denmark found that the
sumer products and persists in the breakdown of halogcnated severity of COVID infections

the environment.

The presence of PFAS in
plant-based straws could be
due to factors like unintention-
al contamination from plants
grown in soil polluted by PFAS
and from the use of recycled

hydrocarbons

industrial

TFMS

carbons arc commonly used as
solvents,
ates in synthesis and even as dry
cleaning agents

In contrast, the sources of the
in straws arc uncertain.

These hydro- seemed to be aggravated by ex-
posure to some PFAS
Exposure to PFAS has also
been linked to a reduced re-
productive ability in birds, and
the development of tumours and
disrupted immune and kidney

intermedi-

paper containing PFAS in the
production of straws

Detecting forever chemicals

The researchers used two
methods to detect PFAS in the
straws. First, they measured
whether 29 types of common
PFAS were present and quanti-
fied their amounts in the straws
using a sensitive method called
liquid chromatography with
tandem mass spectrometry. They
found 16 of the 29 target PFAS
at detectable concentrations

A screening approach was
then used to detect any other
PFAS compounds in the straws.
This revealed the presence of
two additional PFAS compounds
tri fluoroacctic acid (TFA) and
trifluorom cthancsulfonic acid
(TFMS).

TFA occurred in five of the
eight paper-based straw brands
tested and TFM'S in six of them.

However, they arc known to be
associated with sites whcic fire-
fighting foams have beet: used.

Should wc be concerned?

People could be directly ex-
posed to PFAS in straws ts they
leach into our drinks during use.
Discarded or recycled straws
could also result in indirect
exposure through contaminated
soils, water, plants and other
consumer products derived from
recycled materials.

This is concerning. PFAS
exposure poses considerable
health risks to people, wildlife
and the environment

Research indicates tha preg-
nant women who are exposed to
these substances may experience
reduced fertility and heightened
blood prc33urc. Their children
could face developmenial ef-
fects like low birth weight, ear-
ly puberty and even an increased

function in other spccics of
animal.

For example, research on
the Cape Fear river in North
Carolina in 2022 revealed that
all 75 American alligators (a
protected species) tested had
PFAS in their blood scrum. The
levels of PFAS in the alligators”
scrum were associated with dis-
rupted immune functions and
autoimmune-type diseases.

These chemicals are now so
widespread in the environment
that it is almost impossible for

humans and wildlife to avoid
exposure to them. Exposure
to PFAS can occur in various

ways, including breathing in
contaminated air, to consuming
tainted food and water, and even
through skin contact with dust
and purticlcs.

Perhaps the best thing we can
do is to avoid using straws alto-
gether. (The Conversation)
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How caste is compounding Malana’s garbage crisis

By Kachna Vcrma

estled amid the picturesque landscape of
the Himalayas, Malana village is well-
Kknown for many reasons, the primary of

which is the premium hashish that is produced

here, nicknanud 'Malana Cream"

It is also famous for its indigenous demo-
cratic system and rather infamous for how the
natives perceive outsiders as 'unclean’ and
untouchable. The hamlet in Himachal Pradesh
draws around 15,000 to 20,000 tourists every
year during the peak season in April-Junc and
September-October

This mountain village is now grappling with
a mounting garbage crisis which is marring the
natural beauty. Piles of garbage welcome you as
you enter the village, and along the way, the shiny
wrappers of clips and chocolates are littered
until even the remotest parts of the village.

Experts say that the surging influx of tour-
ists coupled with the village's unique social and
cultural practices have hindered effective waste
management initiatives.

According to Pradcep Sangwan. founder of
Healing Himalayas -- which conducted a clean-up
drive in the village in 2019 = the social fabric
of the village impeded their campaign since
the locals of he area identify themselves as
descendants of Aryans, upper caste and refused
to participate.

The village is overwhelmingly homogenous
with only 28 out of the 1,722 people in the vil-
lage identifying as Schedule Caste, according to
the 2011 Census.

Sangwan tells of his experience in other vil-
lages while conducting a cleanliness drive.

"In other areas like Kaza town and Chitkul vil-
lage. we always received strong support from the
local panchayat and the community -- especially
from the younger generation and educational in-
stitutions. In many villages, residents themselves
also volunteered to collect the trash." he says

This is in stark contrast to how the population
reacted to the drive in Malana.

"Residents vcre not willing to clean their sur-
roundings. Wc ;ven obtained permission from the
temple committee but they refused to participate
due to their high social status. Some even said
that they were willing to pay as much as required
but they would not participate in any cleanliness
drive. This was very discouraging for the vol-
unteers.” Sangwan tells 101 Reporters, adding
that the organisation has not organised any other
cleanliness drives in the village since then

Traditional beliefs not aligned with modern
waste management methods

“The villagers consider themselves special and
sacred, leading them to believe that they can-
not fully integrate with the general population.
The local customs dictate that outsiders cannot
touch Malanis, their temple or sacred platform.”

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

explains Vijay Kumar (42), who plies his taxi
between Jari to Malana village entry point.

“The people of Malana believe that participat-
ing in such communal efforts may potentially
expose them to individuals from lower castes --
and fear that this could incur the wrath of their
deity Jamlu Dcvta. This fear, in turn, reinforces
the practice of untouchability. further segregating
them from others and isolating the village from
participating in broader initiatives aimed at main-
taining cleanliness and hygiene,” Vijay says.

Raju Thakur (55). the Malana sarpanch agrees
that the "upper caste status” of the residents
makes them hesitant to pick up garbage.

"If outsiders arc not allowed to touch us
can we touch their garbage?” he wonders

When asked about whether the panchayat has
initiated any community-led cleanup drive in the
past, he evaded the question citing lack of funds
as an excuse.

Swaru Thakur (82). one of the oldest residents
of the village, blames “outsiders” lor dirtying
their surroundings, saying that the tourists bring
their trash and dump it in the village area

how

MISCOMMUNICATION LEADING
TO PLASTIC PILEUP
Thakur's statement is not without merit. A
spot near a water stream cutting acioss the vil-
lage has a mound of plastic bottles, courtesy of
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the tourists

According to Sharwan, a cafe owner, all of this
is due to a misunderstanding.

“The locals have a belief that water flowing
through this stream is scared to Jamlu Dcvta. No
outsider has to be allowed to cross the stream
with ‘outside’ water, and therefore the tourists
arc asked to empty their water bottles before
proceeding further. However, due to a language
barrier tourists often misinterpret the villagers'
intention thinking that they should discard their
bottles, which is leading to a significant buildup
of plastic waste there,” he tells 101Reporters

"The villagers hold the belief that any nega-
tive energy or evil brought by tourists will be
washed away when they drink from the stream,”
he adds.

No attempt has been made by the residents
or panchayat to find an alternative to check the
miscommunication.

According to the sarpanch. sometimes the lo-
cals get together to hire a ragpicker from the Jari
hamlet who collects some of the plastic bottles
in the area, while some are washed away in the
river flow

A few years ago. dustbins were installed along
the tracks of the village by the officials from
the Malana hydro project. However, soon after
some of them were stolen and others broken."
he adds.

The villagers also say that their households
don't generate as much waste.

"W hatever little is generated is burnt in tan-
doors that are present in every house. Sometimes
children litter the surroundings with chips, toffee
wrappers.” the sarpanch says.

It is important to note that the practice of open
burning of waste is harmful to the environment
and public health, as it releases toxic pollutants
and contributes to air pollution.

Many Indian cities and states have regulations
and guidelines in place that prohibit or restrict
the buning of waste, including kitchen waste,
says Kliwaish Gupta of Waste Warriors, an or-
ganisation that helps set up waste management
systems in the Himalayan Region.

Gupta explains that over the years as villages
like these opened themselves little by little to
outsiders the residents’ consumption patterns
also changed

"They are also consuming packaged goods
which arc disposed of carelessly. The problems
are the same in other villages, which may be
compounded by the unique social traditions of
this vil age. But it remains that there is a lack
of awatencss among the locals and long-term
interventions at the local level,” she adds.

Also, interestingly, the village has fines for
several petty offences -+ like touching a person,
their religious spaces and temples, their water
bodies or homes. The fines range from Rs 500 to
Rs 50.000. depending on the severity of the of-
fence however, there is no fine for littering

SPILLING OUT

The unscgregated solid waste is not only ham-

pering the beauty of the village but also plagu-

ing its only water source. Most of the garbage

is dumped at the entrance of the village near
Malana Nala

“In certain areas, the river has completely

changed its flow due to the garbage heaps,” says
the sole ASHA worker of the village Nirmal
Devi

No official study or testing has been done re-
garding the contamination of water in the area

The ccputy commissioner of Kullu Ashutosh
Garg expressed concern over the garbage crisis
in the Malana village.

"The administration has attempted numerous
clean-up drives with NGOs and school children in
the pastbut received no support from the village
No one came forward to participate.”

The official adds that there is a glimmer of hope
as some of the youth of the village have started
leaving to pursue higher education, signalling a
gradual shift in mindset and possible progress
in future.

(Radmil Verma is a Himachal Pradesh-based
freelancejournalistand a member o f 101Reporters,
apan-1rdia network ofgrassroots reporters)

Embracing the mattress tech revolution

act of closing your eyes and dives into a world
of advanced technologies that enhance rest
and comfort. We're now entering an era where we
bid adieu to the nostalgic embrace of traditional
gaddas (mattresses) and wholeheartedly welcome
the groundbreaking mattress tech revolution. As
we embark on this transition, let's explore how
these innovative mattresses arc reshaping our
sleep patterns, elevating our well-being, and
promising a rejuvenated start to each morning

Ina world where innovation takes center stage,
the evolution of sleep technology is keeping pace.
We've moved from basic sleeping surfaces to
enhanced mattresses tech  they've transformed
into advanced sleep solutions designed to nurture
our physical and mental health. With a focus
on optimizing sleep quality, maintaining spinal
health, and eliminating discomfort, mattresses
have evolved into our allies in the pursuit of
restful slumber.

Physiotherapist Dr. Aakash Malwani from Mad-
hya Pradesh sheds light on the health implications
of mattress technology. "Through my profession.
I've witnessed numerous individuals grappling
with back and joint pain due to poor sleep posture
The shift from traditional gaddas to ergonomic
mattresses has been truly transformative. These
contemporary mattresses offer tailored support
for various body parts, aligning the spine and
relieving pressure points. This transition not only
alleviates pain but also serves as a proactive mea-
sure against future musculoskeletal issues.”

Dharna Durga, a renowned Content Creator,
shares her experience. "'I've discovered my per-
fect sleep sanctuary with the Sleepyhead Sense
BodylQ Orthopedic Memory Foam M attress
featuring Cooling Tech  a brilliant fusion of
innovation and comfort. The magic of BodylQ
Orthopedic memory Foam lies in its ability to
smartly contour itself to mirror your body shape,
weight, and preferred sleep position. Its person-
alized support and the calming cffect of fooling
Technology bids farewell to restless nights, ensur-
ing you wake up each morning truly revitalized
and ready to create more content for everyone.”

I magine a sleep experience that transcends the

In terms of hygiene concerns, traditional
gaddas invite an array of unwelcome guests to
our sleep haven dust miles, germs, and more.
Health-conscious individual Tripti Singh shares
her revelation. "Embracing a high-tech mattress
was akii to realizing that | could have a clean,
germ-free sleep environment, every night. Good-
bye. lurking pests!"

Pranav Singh, an IT professional, narrates
his experience of upgrading to a memory foam
mattress. "Long hours at my desk often led to an
aching back and restless nights. Switching to a
Duroflck back magic mattress marked a turning
point. The mattress conforms to my body con-
tours. enveloping me in unparalleled comfort. It's
as if the mattress understands my active lifestyle
and supports me accordingly.”

Ushija Asthana. Associate Buyer at a leading
ecommecrcc platform, echoes the sentiment. "Once
feeling like a pretzel gone awry upon waking, my
mattress now aligns my spine as if | were striking
ayoga pose while asleep. Furthermore, it adjusts
to my body's temperature, offering a personalized
climate control system for my dreams.”

A passionate sleep enthusiast, Aditi Vcrma, who
resides away from her family in a Mumbai paying
guest accommodation, shares. "My old gadda felt
like a wrestling arena. The quest for comfort was
an adventure in itself. So, when | contemplated
an upgrade, budget constraints became a factor.
That's when | stumbled upon a renowned D2C
mattress brand. W hat's remarkable is that | could
make this transformation without stepping into a
store lordered it online. The delivery was swift,
and the mattress arrived conveniently rolled in
a box. The packaging was ingeniously designed,
making it manageable for a single person to ma-
neuver. Upgrading to this mattress was akin to
swapping a rickety bicycle for a luxurious car.”

Ifyou're still snoozing on the traditional lumpy
gadda, it's time to jump aboard the mattress
tech express. Bid farewell to restless nights and
welcome the sweetest dreams, thanks to modern
sleep innovation. Your sleep sanctuary awaits
let's transform every night into a drcamv delight!
(IA.VSlije)
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“Knowledge is an unending adventure
at the edge o funcertainty.

—Jacob Broium ski
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Bombast, not realism

A safe assumption could now be that the Modi
government is in a mind to advance the parlia-
ment polls, £s is evident from the summoning
of the special session of parliament and the
term-end photo-shoot being arranged much in
advance. This, for Modi, is the most opportune
time to seek a fresh mandate as the Opposition
remains fragmented despite the cobbling of a
new alliancc, that too with the old guards in
the forefront. The revival of the plan to hold
simultaneous parliament and assembly polls, as
had been promised in the 2014 BJP- NDA mani-
festo, adds anew twist to the approaching Lok
Sabha poll scenario. When a promise is made
in the manifesto, a ruling alliance is duty-bound
to implement it. But, as is its wont, the Modi
establishment dragged its feet on this for two
terms of parliament but revived the plan with the
appointmentofthe nine-member Kovind-panel.
The panel would chart out the modalities for
such asweeping change in the nation's electoral
landscape. Published opinion polls show there is
overwhelming support from the masses for this
push, though the still disjointed Opposition is
not enthused at this. Fact is, the Opposition is
still not prepared to face the polls. Their mood
remains as sunk as ever, amply reflected also in
their forced smiles and lack of energy for the
photo-shoot at the end o fthe latest round o ftheir
confabulations in the western metropolis.

Bombast is no substitute to a hard sense of
realism, as is evident also in the characteristic
assertion from CPI-M leader Sitaram Ycchury.
His claim at the end of the conclave was that a
“shaky Modi government has reduced the price
of cooking gas by 200 rupees by the time the
‘India’ alliance reached Mumbai.” This shows
how these leaders live in a fools paradise. It is
quite likely that Modi has begun sending olive
branches to the electorate in the context of his
plans to hold early parliament polls. But, noth-
ing goes to show the BJP and Modi reckoned
this alliance as a threat to them. Not yet. The
NDA's relevance today is more due to the lack
of cohesion and strength o f the “India’ alliance,
at whose head arc discredited politicians, not the
young blood or an inspiring leadership. Rahul
Gandhi could still be the best bet to lead the alli-
ancc but the rest o fthe greedy folk would rather
keep him on the sidelines. Even the huge success
of Rahul Gandhi s Bharat Jodo March failed to
drill some sense into the heads of the old guard
that he stands head and shoulders above them.
Old is not necessarily gold.

One nation,
one election
Editor,

The news headline
“Kovind-lcd committee to
study ‘one nation, one poll’
proposal” and “Not a new
idea for India” (ST Septem-
ber 2. 2023) made interest-
ing reading. The simultane-
ous elections in India were
first held between October
25. 1951. and February 21,
1952. Since sta.es were re-
structured and assemblies
were prematurely dishanded
the system fell apart. Ac-
cording to PuravThakur"si-
multaneous elections were
held in 76% of the states in
1957. and 67% in 1962 and
1967. The conti luity of this
synchronized electoral cycle
was shattered in Kerala in
July 1959. when the Cen-
tral government dismissed
the Communist Party-led
government under E M S
Namboodiripad, As a result,
state elections were held in
February 1960, within three
years of the last assembly
poll. By 1972, the synchro-
nized election trend had been
broken, as no state election
coincided with the general
election for the Lok Sabha.
However, assembly polls
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Ar-
unachal Pradeshand Sikkim

simultaneous elections
also known as ‘One Nation
One Election’ is not a new
concept. Belgium. Sweden,
South Africa and Nepal arc
countries that follow this
concept. The idea behind
this is to reduce the cost of
conducting separate elec-
tions and ensure continuity
in the policies and programs
ofthe central and state gov-
ernments.

There arc several chal-
lenges associated with this
concept. Some of them arc:

1 Constitutional Amend-
ments: Conducting such elec-
tions would require constitu-
tional amendments to sync
up the terms of the state leg-
islative assemblies with that
ofthe Lok Sabha. Further, the
Representation ofthe People
Act as well as other parlia-
mentary procedures will also
nocd to be amended.

2. Logistics: Conduct-
ing simultaneous elections
would require a massive
logistical exercise, includ-
ing deployment of security
forees. polling personnel and
electronic voting machines
(EVMs).

3.Political Opposition: Re-
gional parties have expressed
concerns that they would not
be able to raise their local is-
suesstrongly as national issues
take centre stage.

4. Financial Constraints:

ing sim

e held with
the Lok Sabha elections. The
idea and practio; of holding
elections to the state asscm-
hlif*i ;inrl the Parliamonl is
not new in India's ease”.

elections would require a
significant amount of funds,
which could be a challenge
for some states.
5.Administralive Chal-

3 C’s : The Enemies of Narpuh

In the past weeksso much
has been written about Nar-
puh. in fact in the recent
past. Narpuh has been in the
news but for all the wrong
reasons. Narpuh is the last
tropical forest in Jaintia 1tills;
it is also a source of clean
and clear water for the area
around the forest. But now
Lukha the major river in the
area has become polluted
Narpuh which is the exten-
sion of Borailc range on the
Assam side of the border is
also home to more than 400
types of butterflies and it is
also the natural habitat for
the hullock gibbons. Till the
late seventies and the early
eighties, much o f the Narpuh
eleka area was classified by
the District Councilas an un-
classcd reserved forest which
was then converted to private
ownership thanks to the Jain-
tia Hills Autonomous District
Councial JHADC)

The Arrival of Cement
Plants in the Narpuh area

The first cement plan to
operate from the area is Star
Cement which was incorpo-
rated in the year 2001 and
commenced operation from
its unit in Lumchnong in the
year 2005 with a capacity
0.4 million tons per annum.
Hie website of the company
also states that it now sits
on 200 hectares of land at
Lumshnong, Meghalaya and
the integrated cement plant
at Lumshnong produces 167
million tonnes ofcement per
annum (MTPA). In addition
to the plant at Lumshnong
the company also has two
grinding units,one a2 MTPA
ccment unit at Sonapur near
Guwahati and another cc-
ment unit at Mohitnagar
near Siliguri in West Bengal
with a capacity of 2 MTPA.
For the entire requirement to
produce more than 5 million
tonnes ofcement perannum,
the company relics solely on
Lumshnong. in Meghalaya.
Lumshnong ensures easy
availability of high-grade
limestone for use by the
company in its ccment pro-
duction. Now there are many
cement plants in the area and
the major players are Star Ce-
ment, Tufrcctn, IXtimi.t picvi-
ously Adhunik Cement. JUD.
Hill Cement, Gold Stone,
and others. All these cement
plants are located in an area
which iswithin a 5-kilometcr
radius.
Public Hearings are shams

In the past, violence dur-
ing public hearings was un-
heard of, but of late there
have been reports of skir-
mish and violence almost
every time a public hearing
is conducted by the Megha-
laya State Pollution Control
Board. From Brichyrot to
Thangskai it is the same story
of people protesting against

lenges: Holding simulta-
neous elections will affect
normal inis ive duties

By //./l. Mohrmen

the proposed expansion of
ccment plani activities in
the area. The question that
one should ask is why is
then: always violence during
public hearings organized by
MSPCB? The irony today
is that it look> like a public
hearing is designed to help
cement plant; easily obtain
environment clearance. The
hearings arcjust a facade for
the company to facilitate easy
environments clearance.

The impending threat

to Narpuh area

Inthe entire Narpuh eleka.
most of the land in the area
now belongs to the cement
companies. Only Star Ce-
ment owns more than 200
hectares of land in the Lum-
shnong area. The situation
is that native people only
own the land where their
house is located and maybe
a small stretci of land here
and there, butthe large tracts
ofland are now owned by the
companies. What we are star-
ing at now is trie case of land
alienation where locals arc
stripped of their land in their
area. Narpuh forest is also
underthreat notonlv from the

negative because it is no lon-
ger safe to enter these caves.
Limestone mining in the area
has destroyed the exotic cave
system there.
Monitoring of air quality
The cement companies
claim that they follow and
adhere to all regulations pre-
scribed as per environmental
laws, but what about moni-
toring air quality in the area.
MSPCB website claims that
10 (ten) units of Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring stations
in the Stale were installed
by the Ik>ard as part of the
air quality network under
the National Air Monitor-
ing Programme (NAMP), a
Centrally CPCB sponsored
programme, but unfortu-
nately, none was installed in
the Narpuh area. One would
think that Narpuh with the
number of cement plants
operating inthe area and with
their captive power plants
wnld hi' ihr host randirialis
for installing Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring stations.
The pertinent question is
why is there no Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring station
installed by the MSPCB in

Thefact isair quality in the area will he visible
even to tl:e naked eye during the lean season
front January to April when trees and leaves

take he colour o fcement orfly ash.

Thereforefor the cement companies to say that
they adhere to all regulations is like saying, “/

have passed the examination without having to

undergo any kind oftest at all.

proliferating ccment plant but
encroachmentby local farm-
crs to extend their plantations
t00. There arcmany pending
cases in the local courtsofal-
leged encroachment into the
forest by locals for planting
arcca nut beetle nut or pan
leaf plantation

Narpuh, the Cement

Companies, and Caves

Wewere very proud when
bah Bryan Kharpran Daly’s
name was mentioned by the
Prime Minister in his Mann
Ki Baat broadcast, but the
question is what has hap-
pened to the caves in the
Narpuh area? If my memory
serves me right, the first cav-
ing expedition organized by
the Meghalaya Adventures*
Association (MAA) was to
survey and map Kreni Kotsali
Umlawan caw system. Un-
fortunately now “Krem Kot-
sati Umlawan” and "Krem
liat Iati” which is in the list
of the longest caves in India
are under threat due to lime-
stone mining using explo-
sives. Ask Bryan if he would
recommend anybody visiting
the caves in tie Narpuh area
and his answer will be in the

Forces: Simultaneous elec-
tions would alleviate the
ini: ion and

asofiicials engage in polling
duties.

There are some benefitsof
simultaneous elections.

1.Cost Savings: Conduct-
ing simultaneous elections
would reduce the cost of
conducting separate elec-
tions. which is a significant
financial burden on the gov-
ernment. It will be of inter-
est to note that expenditure
that encompasses expenses
incurred by political parties
engaged in election proccss
and the Election Commission
of India's cost in organising
election was a staggering
sum of approximately Rs
60.000 crore in 2019 Lok
Sabha Election, as reported
in the Economic Times 1st
September 2023.

2. Efficiency: Holding
simultaneous elections would
increase efficiency in the ad-
ministrative set up through-
outthe country, since it slows
down considerably. Normal
administrative duties are
affected by elections as of-
ficials engage in polling du-
ties. It will also help ensure
continuity in the policies and
programs of the central and
state governments.

3. Boost Voter Turnout:
The Law Commission said
holding simultaneous elec-
tions will boost voter turnout
as it will be more convenient
for them to cast votes at
once.

4. Alleviation of strain on
Administration and Security

strain on

security forces, who arc cur-
rently deployed for extended
periods during separate state
and national polls.

the Narpuh area. Consider-
ing the number of ccment
plants and their captive pow-
er plants, one would expect
the MSPCB to install at least
halfa dozen ofthese stations
in the Narpuh area.

The station was instead in-
stalled at the Meghalaya State
Pollution Control Board's
Premises, in Shillong, and
anothcrunit at Barik, Shillong,
one in Upper Shillong, another
one al Polo. Shillong. Another
air monitoring unit is also in-
stalled at Turn, in West Garo
Hills, oik in Nongstoin West
Khasi Ilills. another at Khlich-
riat Fast Jaintia Hills, one at
F.xport Promotion Industrial
Park at Bymihat. Ri-Bhoi Dis-
trict, Umiam industrial estate,
Ri-Bhoi District, and one at
Dawki. West Jaintia Hills
District. Butnone was installed
at the undeclared industrial
estates where more than 8
numbers of cement plants arc
located.

So how is the MSPB cer-
tifying that the air quality in
Narpuh is under-permissible
limit when it has not even
monitored the air quality in
the area. The fact is air qual-

to understand how the gov-
ernment pulls the wool over
our eyes! The fancy terms,
glamorous and scintillating
statements and acronyms
used by both politicians and
officers ofthe government at

5. Focuson Developmengatherings have hit me hard. |

Efforts: Holding simultane-
ous elections would allow
political parties to focus on
developmental efforts ratix-r
iliau being prvocvupied with
election campaigns.

It is important to note
that there arc several ben-
efits associated with simul-
taneous elections, there arc
also several challenges that
need to be adJresscd before
implementing this concept.
The Law Commission of
India introduced the draft
recommendations in 2018
proposing that conducting
simultaneous elections for
the Lok Sabhaand State As-
semblies could be the solu-
tion to alleviate the country’s
perpetual dec:ion cycle. The
Government of India has on
Friday rightly constituted a
committee headed by former
President of India Ram Nath
Govind to explore the feasi-
bility of “One Nation, One
Election”

Yours etc
VK Lyngdoh.
Via email

Be doers not

false speakers
Editor,
Itsuddenly dawned on mo,
what a slow- learner I've been

am no scholar, but | do have
adequate education. The pic-
turesque sounding strategics
and imaginative operational
plans bandied about so elo-
quently and with conviction
from the podium, to haul the
state out of the ‘dumps’ have
hoodwinked us.

This mouthful. "Pro-
motion of Ease of Living
through Good Governance
and the use of Technology in
Schooling," at a symposium
in Garo Hills (ST August 22.
2023) and "Fate ofresidential
schools in M'laya worries
HYC" with a photo of an
abandoned under constnic-
tion school building (ST
August 23. 2023) are what
woke me out of my stupor.
It's as ifsuch hypnotic utter-
ances have charmed us into
a mesmerizing awe! Like a
crowd watching the magi-
cian performing the famous
Indian rope trick with gaping
mouths! And there, is the cul-
prit for my slow learning!

Sometimes 1often think 1
am stupidly naive and shal-
low of mind to have faith,
hope, trust and belief in our
ministers and government of-
ficials at the helm ofaffairs in
ourstate, (which Lreserveex-
clusively for God alone). And
then itdawnson me and 1see

ity in the area will be visible
even to the naked eye during
the lean season from January
to April when treesand leaves
take the colour of ccment or
fly ash. Therefore for the cc-
ment companies to say that
they adhere to all regulations
is like saying, "1 have passed
the examination without hav -
ing to undergo any kind of
test atall
The Land ofthe
Dead Rivers

Narpuh in general and
Lukha in particular is the il-
lustration of the kind of water
(hat is available in the area.
Lukha is becoming poison-
ous and recently there was an
effort to reclaim the river, but
it has to be seen if the effort
is effective 3iid also if it is
sustainable. When Adhunik
Cements planned to set up
its plant in the area upstream
ofthe source ofwater supply
for the Lumshnong village,
people protested. We were
invited by the community
to pretest against the plan to
construct tiw Adhunik cement
plant at the proposed location.
But later the community came
to an agreement with the
company when it promised
to provide them water tank-
ers for the supply of water to
the village.

The Crux of the matter

At the heart of the entire
problem is the companies'
ambition to expand. The re-
cent hearing at Brichyrnot
was the expansion plan of
Star Cement and recently at
Thangskai is the ambition to
expand the production o fclin-
ker and captive power plant.
Hie threat to Narpuh area is
not only the rapid expansion
ofcement plants in the region,
but to power the industry the
company also needs to install
captive power plants but the
major threat is the production
of clinkers.

Ifone takes the example of
StarCement. the total cement
production ofthe company is
morc than 5 million MTPA
of this only 1.67 (MTPA) is
produced from Lumshnong,
and the other 4 MTPA is
produced from two grind-
ing units, one at Sonapur
near Guwahati and another
at Mohitnagar near Siliguri
in West Bangal. Effectively.
Lumshnong only produces
clinkers to feed the cement
plans in Assam and West
Bengal and docs not pro-
duce ccment. So how is the
state going to economically
benefit from this kind ofar-
rangement. Lumshnong and
Narpuh arc stripped bare of
their minerals and arc fast
becoming dumping grounds
of dust and waste which
pollutes both air and water
What we arc staring at is the
process of desertification of
the area as it happens.

a light bulb, (as in a Goofy
cartoon) o f'Silly Hands' do-
ing everything wrong!

Biplab Kr. Dey’s report in
The Shillong Times some six
months back on the dismal
ground truths of the education
scenario in Garo Hillscomes
to mind. And 1wonder what
magical wand arc the local
authorities waving this time
to catapult Garo Hills! This
wand must be shared with
all rural areas of the state!
Please!

However, forme 1believe
when genuine, hands-on ad-
ministrators who have the
strength of character and
honesty to work indcfatigably
on ground (and not from the
comfortable fancy easy arm-
chair o f their offices) will lead
our state out from the low it
tuts sunk to in the education
index of the country, then we
will see change. Such minis
tersand government servants’
hearts must beat as one with
the sufferings o fthe common
people. Only then will they
be moved with a conscicncc
to be Doers and not false
Speakers!

"Let integrity and upright-
ness preserve our leaders!”
(Psalms 25: 20-21).

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - i9

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, addressand
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
detailswill be published.

(sIX1

Sudden calling of special session of
Parliament another gimmick of PM

Indians are

reconciled

to Modi’s

occasional shocks

By Sitsltil Rutty

Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi loves to keep people
guessing. In fact, he thor-
oughly enjoys the experi-
ence whether all the people
like it or not: for. there is
always a comfortable ma-
jority which votes for him
and the quirks of electoral
democracy ensure Ik remains
in power. Three decades of
never gracing the opposition
benches somehow separates
him from ulhcr politicians.
The Opposition has conic to
learn that this man is spccial
without being spccial in a
comfortabk manner.

The Prime Minister of
India for nearly a decade,
Narcndra .Modi has surprised
once again by calling a special
session of Parliament which
is a rarity. Since then, there
is speculation and people
cannot get around guessing
what must be his intentions.
It cannot be helped that half
of India docs not trust the
Prime Minister from pull-
ing something unexpected
and unlikely from his hat
and Modi has a collection of
scores o f hats.

Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi is often considered
dangerous by his protago-
nists. He is not the amiable
Atal Behari Vajpayee who
happened to be the only
other BJP Prime Minister

and therefore always ends
up being compared to Nar-
endra Modi. But where Prime
Minister AB Vajpayee camc
and went h sway without too
many opinions squandered
on him and his intentions.
Prime Minister ND Modi just
docs not fit Vajpayee's hat.

The five-day special ses-
sion of Parliament callcd by
the Modi government camc
evenas there was uncertainty
whether Mxli will geta third
term? The tixmght of Modi
sitting where now Adhir
Ranjan Chaudhary sits in the
Lok Sablu does nol cumc
easy to mind. But the idea is
elevating tohalfofIndia and
that half is picking up pas-
sengers faster than time can
travel. Thespecial session of
Parliament is being tied to
Modi finally set to meet his
Waterloo.

Perhaps Prime Minister
Narcndra Vlodi has sensed
that his IC-ycar tenure will
end 2024 and then he will
be staring al a Prime Min-
ister from the current set
of opposition politicians
— Rahul Gandhi. Mamata
Bancrjec. Arvind Kcjriwal
MK Stalin Uddhav Thack-
cray: perhaps Sharad Pawar.
Any one of them. Like Pri-
yanka Chaturvedi says the
Opposition is not spoilt for
choice wh.-re the NDA has
only "one™ Mexli to run with
the hare and hunt with the
hounds. Desperation is driv-
ing the Prime Minister as the
final days ofthe second Modi
government closes in on him.
The voter has had enough of
Modi and BJP and the high
prices and the rotten system
of governance that enriches
the rich and impoverishes the
poor. Itis not surprising that

not even news that India's
GDP grew at 7.8 percent
in the last quarter has im-
pressed people. The feeling
mounts that Narcndra Modi
should go.

That said, what could
be this special session of
Parliament all about? Like
said Prime Minister Nar-
cndra Modi is keeping ev-
erybody, from the CEO to
the chaparasi. guessing and
loving it thoroughly. Modi's
Pariiamentary A flairs Minis-
ter Prahlad Joshi is another
man who isenjoying the sus-
pense. repeatedly questioned
but repeatedly stone-walling
— the final gasps ofa dying
phenomenon kept breathing
with suspense.

“What's the spccial ses-
sion’s agenda” is killing
millions upon millions of
people waiting for the col-
lapse of a dictatorship. For
tI>em, this special session isa
case of imagination running
riot. If Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi could get into
the heads of the electorate,
he would be unpleasantly
surprised. The BJP IT Cell
has in recent days lost its
bubbling spirit, failing in its
primary duty — protecting
the Prime Minister from
wild speculation that has
morc or less pronounced his
political end.

The agenda o fthe spccial
session is shrouded in mys-
tery. What will it be? One na-
tion, one election? Women’s
reservation; perhaps freeing
lik*Hindus from the clutches
of the Wakf Board? Could
be the repeal of the Places
of Worship Act... The Na-
rendra Modi dispensation
has come to the realization
Pasmanda Muslims aren't
goingto deliveron promises.
The confusion on theagenda
is driving the media of all
genre nuts.

What is Minister Prahlad
Joshi sitting on? What is
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi banking on to get
him another term? Who-
ever thought the *Mood
of the Nation' survey does
nol count for zilch in these
times of wild speculation.
The captive media docs not
know whether to continue
championing Prime Minis-
ter Narcndra Modi or shift
fickle allegiance to what
one of them calls "Vadra
Congress"?

What if Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah's worst
nightmares come true? Cer-
tainly. thereare things called
anti-incumbency and then:
is voter fatigue. But Modi
is facing what looks like
electorate allergy. Forget
‘Amrit Kaal'. forget G20.
think only of the assembly
elections and defeat staring
in the face. The five-day
special session of Parliament
is being seen as the unlikely
saviour ofa falling regime.
That is how desperate Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi isat
the end of years of lording
over a billion plus Indians.
(IPA Service)
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FIR Against EGI
A First Information Report (FIR) was filed against
the Editors* Guild of India (EGI) on after it came
up with a report following the visit ofa 3-member
fact finding team comprising senior journalists to
Manipur. The comprehensive 24 page report was
a sincere attempt by the EGI team to find out the
ground realities obtaining both in the Imphal valley
and the Kuki-Zo inhabited hills districts. But forany
group that's new to the situation in Manipur and its
embedded ethnic pressures and pulls and with the
short lime available to gather information there's
bound to be some discrepancies and these have, as
expected been pointed out by Meitei intellectuals/
academics. The EGI has no vested interest in creat-
ing a narrative ofits own. It spoke to a cross section
ofmedia personnel both from the Imphal valley and
also from the hillsand reported what the media had
been observing which is that the,” division along
ethnic lines was not only in terms of peoples' con-
sciousness, but a physical division or geographical
separation has also taken place between the Meitei
and Kuki-Zo inhabited areas observed what they
saw on the ground, visited trying to look for the

truth.

The EGI observers also noted what sections of
the media had been reporting which is that there is
a ‘buffer zone’ that divides the two communities
with women protestors on each side. They found
women protestor everywhere, checking vehicles,
stopping trucks but not stopping cars carrying the
media. Perhapswhai did not go down well with the
Meiteis was the EGI observation that Manipur police
and commando units of the state were partisan and
allegedly openly sided with civilians and raided Kuki
villages in the outskirts of Imphal. What has been
stated by different individuals in discussions on TV
channels that the weapons from police armouries
were allowed to be taken since there was no attempt
on the part of those guarding the armoury to stop
the loot, also formed part of the EGI report but they
were careful to cite the Indigenous Tribal Leaders

Forum (ITLF)

The person filing an FIR against the three mem-
bers ofthe EGI accuses them o f misreporting certain
facts. Even if thi3 were to be true should the person
notjust counter lhis in and through the media instead
ofusingsections of the now defunct IT Act? Separate
FIRs were also filed with Chief Minister Bircn Singh
also throwing his weight behind the complainants.
The Editors’ Guild of Manipur hasalso supported the
FIR filed by a social worker. To wade into troubled
waters at this juncture is fraught and although the
EGI has given a statement correcting some edito-
rial errors, thal has not found acceptance and the
reasons are clear for those that have been following

the conflict in Manipur.

Meanwhile ina show ofsolidarity all thejournal-
ists' union of the country have condemned the FIR
and called it unwarranted. It remains to be seen how
this issue pans out in the coming days. The judicial
enquiry by a retired judge of the Guwahati High
Court and two other former civil servants is still
pending although the trio were given a timeline of

three months,

NEHU’s
inordinate
delay in giving
marksheets

Fditor.

The B Ed resultswere dc-
clarcd by NEHU an August
23 but the marksheets have
not yet been given to the
graduating students. This is
unacceptable because B Hd
i a professional course and
those graduating and have
applied for a teaching post
in several institutions in the
state and outside it are fac-
ing a difficult ordeal. Many
have lost the opportunity to
otherswho have pissed their
B Ed from other stales. Why
docs NFHU always fail its
students? Why arc NEHU
authorities unable to keep
up with technology? If the
results have been announced
over a week ago i stands to
reason thal the marks of the
students too are available
with the University. So why
ihe delay in doing what is
an imperative? Clearly the
Controller of Examinations
is at fault here. Will the VC
take immediate action?

Yours etc..
KLNongrum.
Via email

Much ado
about nothing
Editor.

Another ritualistic, short
duration Assembly session
that will extend for a mere
5 days from September 15
has been fixed. As had hap-
pened with several previous
Assembly sessions, we can
expect no positive outcome
from this session too.

I'have in the past written
about the futility of these
short duration Assembly
sessions. I'm sure these short
sessions arc not called to
carry outany imponant work
but merely to fulfil a consti-
tutional requirement that a
session must be held every
six months.

Looking back, short du-
ration Assembly sessions
started to become the norm
about 25 years ago and they
arc characterised by an al-
most total lack of legislative
activity. In contrast, prior to
the above period more than
half of the time of the As-
sembly was spent on debat-

KHADC &

Women’s Rights

The question ol'ihe rela-
tionship between the KI AIX"
and women's constitutional
rights has been raised in
the article. 'KHADC: Why
trample on women's consti-
tutional rights?' by Patricia
Mukhim. The institution in
question, the KHADC. is
the legislative body when it
comes to protecting Khasi
cultureand tradition, includ-
ing marriage and Khasi sta-
tus. In this regard, the Khasi
Social Custom of Lineage
Act. 1997, is the legislation
that has protected and codi-
fied the matrilincal system,
which is the pride of our
women folk.

In my view, to say that
the KHADC is trampling
on women’s rights when it
raises the question of mixed
marriages between Khasi
women and non-tribals. is a
myopic statement. Docsany-
one believe that the KHADC
is anti-women, or has a his-
tory of being anti-women, or
is driven by any beliefs that
areanti-women?The answer
should be a resounding “No.”
Rather, we should under-
stand the perceived danger
from mixed marriagesowing
io the matrilincal nature of
our community. Why ihis
is so is a subject of another
article, but perhaps, it has to
do with the dilution of the
traditional matrilincal system
itself due to the disappear-
ance of the Kni-ship; due
to the emergence of private
ownership of land, and due
to the growing exposure to,
and presence of. other com-
munities amongst us.

Moreover, the KHADC,
vide the Khasi Social Custom
of Lineage Act. 1997, has
actually restricted certain
fundamental rights of men.
In clause 10(c) of the Act
children born to a Khasi
father or both Khasi par-
ents, will be deprived of
their Khasi status if they are
no longer governed by the
mijilritinrvil system Thn<.ih<*
Acthas notonly codified the
matrilincal system, but even
adds an arbitrary’ clause that
seeks to deprive Khasi status
to children of a Khasi man
if they take his clan name.
However, the Allahabad
High Court has ruled that to
keep one’s name of choice
or change one’s name is a
Fundamental Right covered
by Articles 19(1)(a) and
21. i.e. Right to Freedom
of Expression and Right to
Personal Liberty.

So. the question is. would
it tantamount to trampling
on women's constitutional
rights forthe KIIADC to mit-
igate any perceived dangers
from mixed marriages? The
answer would be no, to the
extent thal depriving Khasi
children, who take their fa-
ther's clan name, of Khasi
status, docs not amount to

be noted that in the previ-
ous and present Lcgidative
Assemblies these practices
have dropped to almost zero
rendering our so-called "
representative democracy "
meaningless.

The function of the Leg-
islature as an institution of
accountability and over-
sight over policy, legisla-
tion. proper articulation of
constituency grievances has
also been rendered mean-
ingless and as if all this is
not enough, in March this
year, we had the shortest
7- day Budget Session on
record and the same Budget
was passed without discus-
sion! This implies that ihe
Opposition had given the
government tacit approval
to spend the entire budgetof
15,000+crores as it pleases!
Moreover, the Opposition
did not find il important to
ask fora review ofthe finan-
cial and physical achieve-
ments of the last Budget
(2022 - 23). So. where is
the principle of chccks and
balances which is supposed
to be one of the hallmarkso f

ing policy and
About 30% to 40% of the
bills used to be sentto Select
Committees for in depth
studies before they are again
placed in subsequent As-
sembly sessions for further
debate and passage. It may

repr

Itmay be mentioned that
there isa Business Advisory
Committee thai fixes the
numberofdaysofan Assem-
bly session. 1wonder how
the leader o f the Opposition
(who is also a member of

By Kitdor H. Blah

trampling on their consti-
tutional rights. The answer
would be yes. to the extent
that depriving Khasi children,
who take their father’s name
but hold the Khasi status,
amounts to trampling on their
constitutional rights. If no.
then accusing the KHADC
of trampling on women's
rights is redundant. If yes.
then clause 10(c) of the Act
must be unconstitutional for
violating Articles 19(1)(a)
and 21. and hence must be
subjected to invalidation or
amendments. Butifthe Act is
invalidated oramended, then
so does the codification of
matrilincal system. Ifthe Act
or the said clause is invali-
dated, then matriliny would
not have the force of law.
but would remain as a mere
customary pncticc, having
no bearing on anyone. In this
case, following a matrilincal
or patrilineal system would
be irrelevant o our identity
as a Jaitbynriew. But that is
the crux of tie issue. What
Mukhim is saying, in ef-
fect. is that mixed marriages
should not alTcct the Khasi
identity of the children. But
as argued above, ifthat is so,
then neither should matriliny
or patriliny have any bear-
ing on the Khasi identity of
children.

1would argue that barring
any woman from marrying
outside the community is in
violation o f her Fundamental
Rights, just as barring any
man and his children from
keeping a name of their
choice is in violation of their
Fundamental Rights. But
the issue here is not about
barring women to marry
whom they want or men to
take a name cf their choice.
Qualifying th; Khasi status
ofa person isa different is-
sue than restricting the life
choices of that person. The
question then, is whether or
not the KHADC can qualify
the Khasi status of children
by their name or descent. If
we look at the Fundamental
Rights enshrined in Articles
15(1)(2). 16. 19(1)(d)(c)
(9). 29(2). they arc subject
to qualifications at 15(4)(S).
16(4A). 19(5) So. even cer-
tain Fundamental Rights arc
qualified by ihe protection
ofthe interests of Scheduled
Tribes. So. it would not
be unconstitutional for the
KHADC to exercise its legis-
lative powers provided in the
Sixth Schedule, to make laws
aimed at protectingthe Khasi
community, even if it seems
to touch on the Fundamental

which arc not subject to
any such qualifications
Therefore, clause 10(c) of
the Lineage Act. qualifying
Khasi identity by matrilincal
nomenclature, is in viola-
tion of Articles 19(1)(a) and
21. without qualifications
Arguably, the right to marry
a person of choice also falls
under Article 21. So, if we
follow this train of thought,
then the KHADC may not
be able to qualify Khasi
identity by cither name or
descent. However, despite
the above mentionedarticles
and their qualifications, or
lack thereof, wc nonetheless
have Article 46 as a Direc-
tive Principle o f State Policy,
which states that the State
shall promote the educational
and economic interests of
the Scheduled Tribes, and
protcct them from all forms
ofsocial injusticeand exploi-
tation. So. itis here, perhaps,
that the constitutionality
of the KHADC mitigating
any perceived dangers from
mixed marriages is affirmed,
because the perceived dan-
ger of mixed marriages is
none other than economic
exploitation by non-tribals.
Whether that mitigation will
take the form of depriving
Khasi status, or any other
method, is a matter of state
policy.

However, the above men-
tioned article also touched
on the sorry affairs of aban-
doned single mothers. But
when we talk of abandon-
ment of single mothers, we
arc talking of morality, not
tradition and culture. If we
look at the KHADC." and its
various laws and history, it
has indeed done its part to
protect the traditionsand cul-
ture of the Khasi community.
But the KHADC has also
done its part in protecting
the state of women, such as
the above mentioned Lineage
Act,and the adaptation o fthe
Indian Christian Marriages
Act. 1872 in 1954 and of the
Indian Divorce Act, 1869 in
1955. So. let us not conflate a
moral issue with tradition.

But is everyone willing
to look at this issue as a
moral dilemma, instead ofa
cultural dilemma? Because
once we look at itasa moral
dilemma, it is something
that bears upon us as indi-
viduals to take a personal
account of, as opposed to
culture and tradition which
is something that is out there,
external to us. and maybe
in the past. Morality comes
with a whole worldview

Rights above.

But as perthe Allahabad
High Court, the right to
keep one's name of choice
or to change it. is contained
in Articles 19(1Xa) and 21,

this committee ) agreed to
these extremely short dura-
tion Assembly sessions
cannot believe lhat an expe-
rienced legislator like him
does not realize that MLAs
require enough time to do
their homework and due
diligence on legislation and
conduct rigerous scrutiny
of bills, budgets, etc which
short duration Assembly
sessions don't allow. Then
there is the need for enough
discussion time in the As-
sembly. In ilk previous sit-
ting of the Assembly, MLAs
were allotted 10 minutes
each io say what they had to
say. Is this amount of time
enough?.

In light of the above cir-
cumstances. wc can see that
the government is no longer
constrained by the Legis-
lature which is supposed
to be the second pillar of
parliamentary democracy.
Fortunately, we still have
our High Court which is
conscientiously performing
its duty as the third pillar of
our dcmocrary. But if one
pillar of a democratic struc-
ture is weak, the structure
may collapse

However, can everything
that has gone wrong in our
state be blamed on politi-
cians only? Ithink not. The
silent majority is equally to
be blamed. By its very si-

and worldviews come with
morality. While moral lapses
can be addressed by legisla-
ture. such as the Compulsory
Registration of Marriage,
moralitv itself must also be

lence. the silent majority has

allowed politicians to fail us

and also bring about its own
irrelevance.

Yoursetc..

Samuel Swell,

Shillong-2.

Inordinate
delay in
processing
ration card
applications

Editor.

I'am writing to express
my profound frustration and
disappointment regarding
the abysmal state o faffairsat
the DC's office in Shillong,
where the processing of ra-
tion card applications has
been nothing shortofa mon-
umental failure. 1submitted
my application for a ration
card in 2018, and shock-
ingly. it remainsunprocessed
to ihis day. Despite send-
ing numerous reminders, it
scents that the authorities are
content to lei my application
gather dust. When 1muster
the courage lo inquire about
its status. | am passed from
one desk to another like a
mere inconvenicnce. It is
disheartening to note that
they haven't even initialed
the processing of new ap-

addressed within the whole
worldview, and the ethics im-
bedded therein. If the aban-
donment ofwives is morally
evil, then wc must also look
at our whole worldview. By
what worldview must men be
guided, in order to be more
morally responsible? Is it by
feminism, moral relativism,
hedonism, etc.? Or is the act
of supporting one’s spouse
totally divorced (no pun in-
tended) from the worldview
of the society?

The historic matrilin-
eal worldview placed lit-
tle emphasis on the young
husband's role. He had no
authority over his parents’
household as he was not the
heir or custodian, and he has
no authority over his wife’s
household as most often, the
man stays in his wife’s and
in law's estate. This is the
worldview and the social
structure in which his identity"
and obligations as a husband
were defined. Moreover, the
present matrilincal system is
adiluted one. where the Kni-
ship isnon-existent, and land
is no longer a clan holding,
but private property. This,
and the historic position of
the husband, may have con-
tributed to situations where
the young husbands lack the
moral resolution to look after
their spouses (of course, this
is not a generalization o f all
men). However, this in no
way absolves them of their
moral obligation, and it is
hereby evident that moral
obligation is an "ought' Ihat
transcends tradition or cul-
ture. But. again, it is more
problematic to look at this
problem from the perspective
of worldview and morality,
because that forces us to
makea deeper introspection,
both into our culture and our
own lifestyles. If morality
comes with a worldview,
then is that worldview con-
ducive to the highest desir-
able moral responsibility?
Is Ihi* historic matrilinc'al
system, and now diluted,
conducive to inspire the
highest moral responsibility
in young husbands?

The moral sense tran-
scends culturc. But like all
ofour senses, itcan be sharp-
ened or dulled by culture
Does our culturc dull the
moral sense in young hus-
bands. who never had the op-
portunity to imbibe the sense
of masculine responsibility
and ownership at home, and
will not have to opportunity
todo so, at his in laws’? An-
other pressing concern isthe
disastrous effects of modem
values like sexual liberation
on marriages. This has been
evident in the West, and
should serve as an example
to us. But are we willing to
look at these issues, from
the imposing perspectives of
worldviews and morality?

plications for the card

Hie Prime Minister'sam-
bitious One Nation. One
Ration Card' initiative is
a beacon of hope for eq-
uitable distribution of es-
sential resources, but its
implementation in our slate
has been sluggish at best.
Wearc lagging behind in the
execution o fcritical schemes
such as the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020. the
Ayushman card, and even
the conduct ofC'UET exams.
It is an undeniable fact that
these programmes arc vital
for the betterment of our
socicty.

I implore the relevant
authorities to wake up from
theirslumberandcommence
the much-needed work to
benefit our society and
achieve development. The
apathy and negligence dis-
played thus far are inexcus-
able. and the citizens o four
state deserve far better. It is
high time thataction is taken,
promises are fulfilled, and
the welfare of our socicty
becomes the top priority.

Yours etc.,
R Sarki
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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More than iust a teacher

A Tribute to Miss
Sheila Wailang

By Dominick Dauni Raising Rymbai

They lift their island na-
tion to trade. They came with
big guns, perfected the an of
psychological warfare, then
divided aid conquered. For
more than 170 years, they di-
vided and ruled, and exploit-
ed the land and its resources
io their last capacity. Then
they left. From the ruinsand
the rubble, a new and unique
nation-statecame into being
But some, some came and
gave their all. These came
notonly witha Bible in their
hands, some with chalk and
a blackboard, and some with
a stethoscope. They became
one ofus.They became mis-
sionarics-revolutionarics. To
look at itdifferently, some of
them were the early human
rights activists and social
workers for ihe Hynniewtrep
(Khasi-Jainlia) people, with
the most famous name bc-

ccrtain Scottish man (Reid)
took it upon himselfto con-
firm the correct date o fdeath
of our treasured freedom
fighter. 1j Tirol Sing Syicm

Post-Independence, in
the early 1950s, a young
woman at' Irish Catholic
descent, bom toan Anny of-
ficer of the erstwhile Nizam
State of Hyderabad, came
to our Khasi-Jaintia Hills.
She taught Class-1 at the
Christian Brothers school,
married locally, had children
and settled permanently. In
the 1970s she initially set up
a boarding house for school
children, which eventually
translated into a school, the
present-day KC' Second-
ary Schiwl (formerly Kid-
dies' Comer High School).
Shillong. Tliewoman is Miss
Sheila June Mary Wailang -
lovingly and respectfully
addressed as Miss Wailang
by the thousands of lives
she touched with her life and
learnings from her teach-
ing. She chose io leave for
abetter pace on September
5.2022. about nine months
before turning 90. What a fi-
nal day indeed, fora teacher
io leave her final mark and
leave for good.

For somebody from the
Jaintia Hills, what does K.C'.
stand for’lWhat makes it a
school lo go and leam. par-
ticularly r>be able to speak
the English language? What
did its Founder-Principal
stand for":

The school has a strict
schedule, a time for every-
thing - atime to study, to
pray. play, cat and sleep
Students ire encouraged to
think rationally and differ-
ently. Or World Environ-
ment Day, while carrying
placards and borim> func-
tions were the usual norm.
the students arc cncouragcd
to trek to U Lum Shyllong,
pick up the garbage and
clean up ihe place. Besides
academics, the latent talents

Biblical cardinal sin thal
consigned humankind to a
life o f pain, struggle, suffer-
ing and happiness too. In re-
ality. either or both worked
Todate, one wonders which
one is the good cop, and
which one the bad.

For ihe writer, a relation-
ship of love, respect and
gratitude with Miss Wailang
starteda few years after leav-
ing school. In hindsight, one
admires the strong indepen-
dent woman she was and her
school's endeav ours. Many
parents from Jainlia Hills
were/are not educated. And
getting admission to some of
the elite schools in Shillong
requires more thanjust mer-
it. She knew very well that
the parents work(cd) hard to
give their kids qual ity cduca-
tion that costs reasonably
high. Teaching was truly a
vocation, a calling for her,
not just another bread and
butter job. I recall seeing
Miss Wailang in her Khasi
jainkyrshah and the sounds
of communication with the
parents (for their kids) in a
funny mix of broken English
and Shillong-stylc Hindi.

In today's age where
words like nepotism, cro-
nyism and favouritism arc
trending. Miss Wailang was
one fair human being. She
was fair-mindedness. No
matter what, irrespective of
creed, background or pedi-
gree. she was non-discrimi-
nating to all herstudents and
their parents too.

After school, for her for-
mer students (single or mar-
ried with children), Miss
Wailang became the teacher
at the University of Life,
and a Nana lo her former
students’ children. Like a
typical grandparent, she had
the right to spoil the kids
with cnocolates and videos
on her Tab. At the same
time, she would remind the
new parents to make sure
the kids brush their teeth
before sleeping and to keep
specific timings for TV.
Heaven help any former
student who came to visit
her without lusher kid(s)
To say that one was given a
cold shoulder by her would
be an understatement.

Of course, on raising
children, she would have
her granny's advice and
granny's remedies. Not all
seriousness, she could be
quite mischievous too. She
would suggest taking videos
of the crying kids, and then
show those videos to them as
they grow older and under-
stand better. Well, who can
question her? In her words,
she raised five boys on her
own Withagood memory to
boot while visiting her, she
would not only remember
names but always remem-
ber to offer the particular
food and beverage that her
former student liked. One

ofstudens are
be it in Sports, the Fine &
Perfonnilg Arts. etc. Hu-
mility is laught well; there
is a roster for all students lo

clean their own toilets
While in school, some
students, including this
writer, had a lovc-hate rela-
tionship with Miss Wailang
The school is marked by dis-
cipline. quite military-like.
Perhaps the fact that Miss
Wailang svas the daughter
ofan Amy officer played a
role. Coming from a skur ph-
adar Khlichriat High School
(a Don Bosco Institution)
with its vide open spaces,
academics, football, daily
massand democratic rule of
law, K C was like Singaporc-
style one-party democracy.
Of course. Singapore is
not just a "fine’ city: it also
played host to the world-
famous World o f Music. Arts
& Dance (WOMAD) festi-
val and tfce ABBA-inspircd
musical Mamma Mia! And
supposedly, its passport is
one of tic most powerful
in the world. Maybe il's
just teentge angst to rebel

against tix* discipline.
A dreaded

always felt acknowledged,
embraced, appreciated and
welcomed by her.

Of all her lessons, one
important lesson from Miss
Wailang was on the Gift of
Time. Time is Money but
Money cannot substitute
Time. She stressed on the
importance of giving lime,
and making time if there is
hardly any. Time helps build
healthy relationships, be itas
a parent, a child, a friend or
any other relation.

It is said that inimitable
Bob Dylan is/was not very
happy with ihe incredible
cover of his song Knockin'
on Heaven's I>00r by Guns
N’ Roses (Days of Thunder
soundtrack. 1990). Today
many will frown on the dis-
ciplinary methods employed
by Miss Wailang in her
school of the 1980s-1990s.
However, it was in the spirit
of those times. That said,
from the writer's small (21
in all) Class of 1996. there
is a District Council Judge,
an Indian Army Colonel,
a doctor in Sydney, a PR
specialist in Singapore and
a published poet, tcachcrs,
a pu

word. On: memory is when
Miss Wailang used todcputc
two of her sons to teach a
lesson to tie students for this
or Ihat trinsgression. liter-
ally playing good cop bad
cop. One would speak very
little and ihe next thing was
pathash pithash. swul swui
Message delivered. Message
understood. The oilier would
givesucha lccturc that at the
end of it.one would feci so
guilty, like committing the

people and other
well-settled professionals
in India. Miss Wailang was
more thanjust a teacher. She
wastruly a substitute parent,
a friend & guide io her stu-
dents. Until we meet again,
we miss you. Miss.

PS: The writer spent
three years in Kiddies’ Cor-
ner High School. Shillong
Views expressed are per-
sonal.

Email: ilaioii.raising”.
gmail.com
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Secularism, Hindu Rashtra
THE Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, or RSS,

provides

ideological guidance to the ruling BJP.

It was founded a century ago with the professed
aim of creating a Hindu Rashtra. But the strong
foundations of secularism set by India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru remain mostly unshaken.
The Indian society, comprising mostly Hindus or
their adjuncts, is mentally conditioned to a secular
ethos. This makes the RSS attempts to turn India
into a Hindu Rashtra a failure. The RSS itself has.
however, mainitially changed its basic perceptions to
suit the new situations. A reason why its chiefMohan
Bhagwat has repeatedly been advancing the theory
that "all those who live in Bharat arc Hindus."

A problem with the RSS leadership is its narrow
outlook on lifc. set against the modem mindset of
western-educ£ted Jawaharlal Nehru. This situation
was compounded by the obsessions the RSS has to
harp on the pastand be less mindful of the issues of
ihe present. While a mix of tlic past and the present
in one’s thought process is a happy blend, the over-
emphasis on the past would make us stuck to a state
ofdecadence. Yet. the BJP-lcd central government
in the past nearly 10 years has been, for most part,
careful in not taking matters to a boiling point. The
government has been run on secular lines but for
the occasional obsessions of the Hindutva fanatics
to challenge the established order, both with words
and actions. Palpably, the days ofhardcore Hindutva
proponents like Pravin Togadia are over.

While the RSS chiefmight seem to adopt a middle
course, givingan impression to non-Hindus that they
too form pan ofhis organisation's scheme ofthings,
the underlying worries ofthe minorities are there for
all to see. India is a mosaic of religions, castes, races
and cultures. Therein lay its beauty. To make all Indi-
ans as Hindus, even at a conceptual level, is to rebel
against the ground realities. Hinduism is today the
world’s third argest religion. Hinduism flourished
since the Medieval period, after the decline of Bud-
dhism. However, unlike Christianity and Islam, and
due to historic reasons, it remains mostly rooted to
India. Notably, most o fthose who are now labelled as

Hindus

namely the BCs, the Dalits, sections o f the

tribals. who form the bulk of the Indian population

- arc still segregated from the Hindu

List of Khasi Native States which did
not sign the Instrument of Merger

Now that the Courts, es-
pecially the Supreme Court
and High Court hearings
arc being streamed live via
multiple you tube chan-
nels. the citizens of the Na-
tion'States have easy access
to various cases which are
linked to their interests and
on important matters like
theabrogation of Article 370
ofthe Constitution which is
now before the Constitution
Bcench headed by the Chief
Justice D.Y Chandrachud.

This important consti-
tutional hearing which per-
tains to the Special Status
of Jammu & Kashmir has
generated much debate and
perhaps will have an impact
or bearing on other regions
which have similar political
agreements with the Do-
minion of India between
1947 and 1948. One such
region is the Hyn iewtrcp
region which comprised of
twenty-five Native States
back then.

The arguments both for
and against the abrogation o
Article 370 has now entered
the 14th day and is nearing
completion and the Constitu-
tion Beneh will finally give
its verdict after discerning
not just the arguments, but
the legal, historical and con-
stitutional facts. Interesting-
ly.on Day 10 ofthe hearings
Chief Justice Chandrachud
piqued the Solicitor General
toprovide the Bench with the
list of Native States which
did not sign the Instrument
ofMergerwith the Dominion
of India. At the same time
the Chief Justice wanted to
be convinced whether the
execution of the Instrument
of Merger was not quintes-
sential to aeceptaik C o ffinal
sovereignty of India

As the matter before the
Constitution Bench is spe-
cific to Jammu & Kashmir,
one is not privy to the is-
sues related to abrogation of
Article 370 and is also not
entitled to comment on the
matter pending the final ver-
dict. However, taking a cue
from the point raised by the
ChiefJustice on other Native
States which did not sign the
mergeragreements, therefore
it is not out of placc to re-
visit our own regional histo
whitliicscuiblo (lie political
position of Kashmir

OnAugust 15.1947. when

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

lies/agreements and were
never a part of the British
territory or British India.
To name a few. Junagadh
Hyderabad. Mysore. Kash-
mir. Mayurbhanj. Tripura.
Manipur. Khisi States and
other Indian States were not
part of British India.

Ihe Indian Independence
Act. 1947 divided British
India into two Dominions,
i.c India and Pakistan and
as per Section 2 of the said
Act it can be construed that
the Native or Princely States
were given the liberty to ac-
cede either to Dominion of
India or to the Dominion of
Pakistan. However, it can be
categorically stated that they
even had the third option to
reclaim their suzerainty or
autonomy. It is part of his-
tory that the Mylliem State
(one of the Khasi Native
States) moved the Federal
Court vide plaint filed on
the 2nd Fcbiuary, 1949 to
reclaim its suzerain pow-
ers. In the sari plaint it was
strongly argued thus- "From
the fifteenth day of August
1947. by reason o foperation
of Section 7 of the Indian
Independence Act 1947 all
the said Treal cs and Agree-
ments and the suzerainty of
the British Crownoverand in
respect of the Mylliem State
(Plaintiff) and all powers,
functions, rigils, authorities
and jurisdiction exercisable
by the British Crown by
such treaties, grants, usages
or otherwise lapsed, and all
powers, functions, rights, au-
thorities. title jurisdiction of
the Mylliem State revived.”
It was further submitted
that "...the Mylliem State
disputes the powers, func-
tions. authorises, rights and
jurisdiction ofthe Dominion
of India (Defendant) over
and in respect of the Myl-
liem State, save and except
what is expressly stated in
the Instrument of Acces-
sion.." In the context o f the
Native or Princely States the
idea autonomy or internal
sovereignty is derived from
the agreements which these
Native States had entered
with the Dominion of India
uni) such autonomy can never
be washed av»ay. Any move
to undermine thesignificance

They arc the underlings, the outcasts. Caste-based
and other sectarian discriminations arc the worst in
Indian society and its governance systems. There
exists a grave challenge to equality of opportunities.
The RSS is oblivious to all these. To exist here is to

happily co-exist.

Escape route
for Khasi men

Editor,

I read Kitdor Blah's in-
teresting article with rapt
attention but it ippcars that
yet again he is peddling the
Khasi male viewpoint. |
was expecting ather Khasi
women to give a rejoinder
for or against the article by
Patricia Mukhin -KHADC"
Why trample cn women's
constitutional rights? (ST
Sep 1, 2023) but knowing
Meghalaya, this important
issues which needs to be
publicly debated will only
become a topic o f gossip or
banal discussion and forgot-
ten. Samuel Swcit in his
letter. "Much ado about
nothing” (ST Sep 5. 2023).
had correctly stated that the
reason why Meghalaya has
such poor governance is
because of the lacit silence
of the majority of citizens.
Also, among Ihe citizens
that speak up from time
to time, most arc men. It’s
almost as if Khasi women
have no political views at
all. Yet there is a substantial
ofeducated and well-placed
women in this society. Do
we take it that these women
don't know what it is to facc
hardships because they come
from the elite sccicty? liven
from the leading university
like NEHU. Khasi women
academics are muted. If
educated women arc unwill-
ing to speak up on matters
concerning themselves, why
do wc wonder why the fate
of large sections of Khasi
women is so pathetic. Wc are
a selfish society and speak
up only when it affects us
personally. The rest of the
time we happily ignore what
happens around us and live
with the notion that all is

well with our lives.
Kitdor Blah brings in
the notion that Khasi men
have no responsibility in
their parental home and
also in their wives” homes
and hence lack the moral
responsibility to take earc
of their wives and children.
It is because of this lack of
morality and ethics that the
KIIADC is cxpected to come
up with strictures to Khasi
men that happily abandon
one partnerwife and quickly
take on another without a
care for the children they
procreate. Personally. 1am
not convinced by his argu-
ments which are intended to
find an cscape route for the
Khasi male.
Yours ctc.,
Ambrose Kharkongor.
ia email

On Sanatan
Dharma

Editor,

Two news items “Did
INDIAbloc’s Mumbai meet-
ing plan to target Sanatan
Dharma. ask BJP" and "Ud-
hayanidhi row: Congress
says itrespects all religions™
(ST September 5. 2023)
made interesting reading. In
the light of these two news
items let usexamine whatare
the main teachings, funda-
mental concepts of Sanatana
Dharma. how this Dharma
views other religions and
docs it glorify birth-based
vama vyavastha?

So what are the main
teachings of Sanatana Dhar-
ma. Sanatana Dharma is a
way of life based on cosmic
order and duty. It is a term
that refers to the eternal truth
and teachings of Hinduism.
The duties or religiously or-
dained practices incumbent
upon all Hindus, regardless

India attained
from the British Raj there
were more than five hundred
Native or Princely States and
these were semi-independent
States which have separate
political treaties with the
British Government. They
were ruled indirectly by
the British Crown via trea-

of class, caste, or sect arc
referred to as Sanatana Dhar-
ma. Different texts give dif-
ferent lists of the duties, but
in general Sanatana Dharma
consists of virtues such as
honesty, refraining from
injuring living beings, purity,
goodwill, mercy, paticncc
forbearance, sclf-restraint

of such will be
perilous On the other hand.
Kashmir signed the Instru-
ment of Accession with the
Dominion of India on the 26
October 1947 and it is im-
portant to note that excepting
Kashmir and ihe twenty-five
Khasi Native States, alf other
Princely States have given

that rccogni>cs the validity
of all religions and spiri-
tual paths. Sanatana Dharma
teaches that all religions arc
different pans to the same
ultimate goal, which is the
realisation of the divine. It
emphasizes ihe importance

full and exclusive authority,
jurisdiction and power to the
Dominion of India via the

constilutional history. Nearly
twenty Khasi Slates signed
the Instrument o f Accession
on December 15. 1947 and
the Instrument o f Accession
also contained the Annexed

or ion of
merger. In the case of Kash-
mir. Article 370 was incor-
porated in the Constitution
of India and Kashmir was
accorded special status and
having its own Constitution
ofJammu & Kashmir which
the Native Suite had adopted
in its Constituent Asse.mbly
on ihe 17th November 1956.
It was until 2019 when the
Indian Government decided
to do away with the special
status given to the State
of Jamu & Kashmir and
further bifurcated the State
into two Union Territories.
Further. Article 370 was ab-
rogated and the Constitution
of Jammu & Kashmir was
rendered infrucluous by the
Constitution (Application to
Jammu & Kashmir) Order
2019. issued by the President
of India on 5 August. 2019.
Asa result, several petitions
were filed to challenge the
abrogation ofArticle 370 and
now the matter is being heard
by the Constitution Bench.
According to L. Gilbert
Shullai, "the twenty-five
Khasi Native States collec-
tively known as the Khasi
States were not merged with
the adjoining Province of
Assam as they did not sign
the merger agreement and
no Notification in exercise
of powers conferred by scc-

lion 290-AofGovernment of
India Act. 1935 was issued...
Nongstoin State, was the last
among the twenty-five Khasi
States to sign the Instrument
of Acccssion on March 19.
1948.."

From August 15. 1947
to March 19. 1948 impor-
tant political developments
emerged and this period is
crucial for the understanding
of our political, legal and

of permanent happiness for
those who singlc-mindcd-
ly pursue worldly dcsircs.
Therefore, to attain a state

g t which was ac-
cepted as an integral part of
the Instrument o f Accession
by the Governor General of
India on August 17. 1948.

On the eve of Indepen-
dence. the twenty-five Khasi
Native States had formed the
collective body callcd the
Federation of Khasi States
and it is evident from the
Instrument of Accession
that the Khasi States ac-
ceded to the Dominion of
India both individually and
collectively as members of
the Federation. An extract
from the Agreement runs
thus. “Wc the rulers of the
Khasi States specified be-
low: Having agreed to the
establishment o fa Federation
of which all (he said Khasi
States arc members: And
being desirous o facceding to
the Dominion of India, indi-
vidually as Rulers., .andcol-
lectively as members of the
said Federation: Do hereby
declare that wcaccede to the
Dominion of India...”

The Instrument of Ac-
cession by which the Khasi
Statesacceded to the Domin-
ion of India is subjcctcd to
the provisions of the annexed
Agreementand the following
contains the table of Khasi
States which signed the In-
strument of Accession and
the dates of execution:

The Klia:>i Sidles and
Kashmirwere equal in status
visa vis the Dominion of In-
dia. While Kashmir was ac-
corded its own Constitution
and special status under the
abrogated Article 370. the
Khasi States were relegated
to the Sixth Schedule. The
hearing before the Constitu-
tion Bench is teaching one
to re-visitand renew the pas-
sion for local history.

footpaths: A perilous menace
for Laitumkhrah residents”
by R. Lyngdoh. (ST Sep 2.
2023) is a reminder that the

ofpermanent happiness, one

must transcend dcsircs and

reach desire less. Ihe vama

system is based on the princi-
b

ofresp her religions
and their beliefs, and en-
courages indivi to seek

;anatana Dharma is also
used to describe Hinduism as
a unified and non-sectarian
world religion.

Fundamental concept of
Sanatan Dharma: Karma is
a fundamental conccpt in
Sanatana Dharma. It is the
idea that every action has a
conscquente, and that these
consequences can affect the
individual in this lifeorin fu-
ture lives. The law ofKarma
is based on the principle of
cause and effect, and it is
believed that every action,
thought, and word has a
karmic consequence. The
concept of Karma is closely
linked to the idea of rebirth,
which is another funda-
mental concept in Sanatana
Dharma. It is believed that
the actions of an individual
in this life will determine
their future lives, and that
the cycic of birth and death
will continue until the indi-
vidual achieves moksha (the
transcendent state attained
as a result of being released
from the cycle of rebirth)
The concept of Karma em-
phasizes the importance of
living a virtuous life and
performing one’s duties with
detachment from the fruitsof
one’s actions.

How does Sanatana Dhar-
ma view other religions?
Sanatana Dhanna is not a
religion in the conventional
sense, but rather a way of
life that encompasses all
aspects of human existence.
Itis an inclusive philosophy

the tmth in ihcir own way.
This dharma recognizcs that
there are maty paths to en-
lightenment. and that each
individual roust find their
own path based on their
unique circumstances and
experiences

Sanatana Dharma glo-
rifies birth-based varno
vyavastha. The conccpt of
varna vyavastha is a much-
misunderstood concept. It
is often equated with the
*caste’and tiv*‘caste system’
and is considered as the root
cause of discrimination and
oppression present in Indian
society. Ilowcver. a thorough
examination of Hindu scrip-
tures will clearly rcveal that
the scriptural conception of
varna has no resemblance
to the present practicc of
the caste system. Sanatana
Dharma perceives human
life as vciy precious, which
o individ

9).
which means one’s inher-
ent nature or disposition. It
recognizes that individuals
have different qualities and
abilities that are suited to
different types of work. The
four vamas arc Brahmana
(priestly class). Kshatriya
(warrior class) . Vaishya
(merchant class), and Shudra
(servant class). These classcs
arc not based on birth but on
one's inherent qualities and
abilities. The vama system is
not meant to be rigid or hi-
erarchical but rather flexible
and dynamic. In conclusion.
Sanatana Dharma docs not
glorify birth-based varna
vyavastha (a conccpt that
appears in Hindu scripturcs.
It is often misunderstood as
the caste system, but a thor-
ough examination of Hindu
scriptures will reveal that
the scriptural conception of
Varna has no resemblancc
to the present practicc of
the caste system). Instead, it
the importance

al aftergreat
effort. The importance of
human life lies in the fact
that humans alone have a
fully developed intellectand
frec-will, which the)lcould
use to fulfil their desires
and attain happiness. But,
desircs. by tlcir very nature
cause bondage and sorrow
People forcxcr hanker be-
hind different dcsircs, some
they achicve, some they
don’t. Whendcsircs are not
achieved, they lead one to
sorrow; even when desires
arc achieved, happiness will
not stay for long! in cither
ease, there is no attainment

ofrighteousduties ordharma
(denotes behaviours that arc
considered to be in accord
with the order and custom
that makes life and universe
possible) in fulfilling one’s
life goals and attaining per-
manent happiness.
Yoursetc.,
Vijay K Lyngdoh,
Via email

Footpaths are
for pedestrians

is still untouched
by the need to address the
problem that hawkers pose
with each passing day. Hie
numberofhawkers that seem
to be on the increase arc
indeed a menace, whether at
Laitumkhrah, Civil Hospital
Policc Bazar. Motphran ctc.
awkers spread their wares
unabashed and with no con-
sideration for pedestrians. If
at the makeshift eatingjoints
at the Civil Hospital gate,
have captured the footpaths,
at Motphran hawkers are
spreading their wares on the
road itself. Thus, pedestri-
ans. vehicles and hawkers
seem to be colliding with
one another. Granted that the
Meghalaya Street Vendors
Act, 2014 pemiits hawkers
to occupy public spaces like
sidewalks, footpaths ctal but
that does not mean that they
can inconvenience anyone. |
forone have nothing against
the hawkers and 1 feel that
the State Government must
provide them space so that
they can carry on with their
trades without imposing any
hassles on others. Ifa space
is provided for them the foot-
pathsand road would be free.
After all, the pedestrians
have a right to the footpaths
as much as vehicles to the
roads. Will the State Gov-
ernment wake up from its
slumber"?
Yours ctc.,
Jennicfer Dkhar,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writersl
authors and not that of
the Shillong limes
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Don’t Shoot the Mes-
senger.

Many, many decades ago,
while ridirg my motorbike
as a teenager. | crashed into
a car and was badly injured.
At least the blood all over
nude othcs feel | was ter-
ribly hurt and the ones in
the car. who were actually
mechanics and were testing
the brakes ofthe ear they had
just repaired, took me to the
nearest hospital.

The lady doctor took one
look at me. and cricd out,
“We can’t do anything!"

I remember looking at
her through all the blood
and asking "Don'tyou have
children?"

"Yes. Ido!" she whis-
pered.
"Then think of me as one
of them and please stop the
bleeding!”

Well, the good doctor,
and the nurses did do that,
and later I;skcd her why she
had refused to do anything
at first.

“Ilooked at the men who
had brought you in,” she
said, “and | felt that if I did
not save you. they would do
somcthingdrcadful to me!”

To her the poor mechan-
ics had most probably looked
like gangsiers. and she had
heard about the beating up
ofdoctors,

In all probability, | could
have lost a lot of blood and
maybe my life, if treatment
had not been given at that
hospital.

This miming as | read
that the Manipur policc had
booked fonr journalists be-

longing to ihe Editors Guild,
for going «n a fact- finding
mission to the riot prone
area, and reporting what
they saw, | thought of that
accident and the response of
that good lidy doctor.

Do remember that she
was a well-qualified doc-
tor, was working in a fully
equipped hospital, and yet
when she had to save a life,
was afraid to do her duty.
And soon, journalists who
have learntto sniffout news,
and search for the truth,
whose job is to tell you and
me what really is happening
allover the country, will stop
doing so.

| remember a few years
ago. in mydaily column for
Dubai's Khalccj Times Ihad
called Hezbollah terrorists,
and there wasa hue and cry
from readers and the editor
even thrcacnod to stop my
column. | stopped delv-
ing into tlv truth for some
time, and then one day rea-
lised that whether the paper
stopped my column or not.
my job was to tell ihe tmth to
my readers and | continued
to do so.

But for j few weeks they
did manage to silence me
and like tic scared doctor,
thousands of journalists all
over the country will react
the same vay after this ar-
rest.

As a people, wc need to
understand that the press
needs bodyguards, not po-
licemen orthc sceret scrvice
or black cats, but you the
people.

Thai doctor finally saved
my life, anJjournalists who
arc allowed their freedom
to write, will most probably
save both your life and that
of the courtiy!

In the god old days when
kings sat in their castles and
sent their men into battle,
quite often, guards from
his fort watchtowcrs would
shout. "Lone horseman rid-
ing to the fort!” And soon,
they won d identify him
through his banner as one

of their own, coming from
the battlefield and let him in.
where tired and exhausted
he would be led directly to
the king.

"Wec have lost the battle
your majesty!” he would
blurt out and quite often in
his rage, the king would ina
fitoftemperdraw his sword
to kill the man.

“Don’tkill me. I'm just
the messenger!” the poor
man would shout falling at
the king’s feet.

Today as | see writers, ed-
itors. and bloggers and many
on social media, especially
W hatsApp being blamed
for riots, and incidents of
lynching. 1think the same is
happening: we are blaming
the messenger!

Let us look at the old
messenger, the fellow who
rode in on his horse again,
why did he hurry to the
king? So, his majesty could
take preventive measures;
like sending more troops,
raising his drawbridge, or
fleeing to a safer place to do
battle later.

In the same way the press
and social media of today,
which I liken to the messen-
ger ofyore, is helping such
preventive measures ina big
way: Today, people know
that any act of violence can
be filmed, but more than
just filmed it can be flashed
in a jiffy to thousands and
millions, and knowing this,
such violent acts, which
otherwise would have beena
daily occurrence arc actually
being prevented.

The media has become

the policing of the world!
Yes. there arc sporadic eases
of lynching, rapes, assaults
on women and so on. but
there's always the fearsome-
body is recording the whole
act or reporting the same,
and the perpetrators will be
caught and punished

What wc need to sec is
the marvellous work of the
messenger in preventing
crimes, maybe hundreds and
thousands o f them

What we arc told about
is a riot here or a lynching
there, spread through mis-
creants of the media.

Today, the country is
actually a safer placc be-
cause of our smartphones,
the CC cameras, and finally
the powerful ability of our
media to reveal the truth
to the world like nothing
else can.

‘Why?* | ask. ‘Do
you want to kill the
messcnger?’Do we want
the only safeguards many of
us have to be removed?

Do wc want terror and
injustice, rapes, lynching
incidents, assaults on jour-
nalists. and molestation of
women, not to be exposed,
hidden and thus increase?

Is that the reason wc
want to kil the messenger?
If the video on the hor-
rible Manipur rapes had not
come out. wc would never
have known how serious
the situation was up there
and thousands o fmany more
such incidents would have
happened.

So, don’t shoot the mes-
senger. don't attest journal-
ists. because the nation and
world want to know, and you
the people need to know,
otherwise, like a patient
bleeding to death in a fully
equipped hospital, the same
will happen to this wonder-
ful country ofouts...!

The Author conducts an
(Mine Writers and Speakc'rs
Course. For more details
send a thumbs-up to him on
Wh/UxApp 95925 72551

babsbanterdagmail.com
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Despondent Teachers

A day before the Teachers' Day observance on
September 5this year a section ofteachers were
seen protesting the delay in salary payment by
the Government of Meghalaya. This is nothing
new butattempts to set this debilitating problem
right seems to evade the mandarins at the Stale
Secretariat. Teachers serving under the Deficit
System ofgrants-in-aid used to be paid salaries
once every quarter, leaving them to rely heavily
on the goodwill oftheir house owners who also
have to willy-nilly agree to be paid rentonce in
three months. Teachersavail their rations too on
credit much to their embarrassment. There are
other categories of teachers too such as those
under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan who have been
demanding enhanced pay. To be fair to teachers
they are the backbone of notjust the education
system of the state but also its socio-economic
progress and the ability of youth to cope with a
very compel live system.

A lot of rhetoric is peddled every Teachers*
Day that teachers play a crucial role in shap-
ing the future of our socicty by educating and
guiding the next generation. But the fact also
remains that teachers are underpaid particularly
in the private educational institutions and face
significant financial challenges as a result. As
far as teachers paid by government funds are
concerned the reality is that there is not enough
state investment in education apart from the sec-
toralso suffering budgetcurs. There's a huge gap
between what the government pronounces vis a
vis teachers and what it actually does for them.
Yet we expect teachers to give their best when
they are in a distressed lot. Governments are
always struggling to balance their budgets in the
facc ofrising costs and declining revenues. But
that education should suffer the consequences
ofsuch budget cuts is unpardonable. As aresult,
teachers are bearing the bruntof lower salaries.
In some cases they even had to take pay cuts or
accept reductions in benefits, such as healthcare
and retirement benefits, inorder to help balance
the budget. Ina country with a major baggage
ofpoor educational outcomes how can there be
such huge allocations to defence for instance?

Poor educational budgets also mean lack of
investment inteacher training and development,
which rcduccs a teachers’ capacity to perform to
her/his optimal. Teachers need ongoing training
and professional development in order to keep
their skills and knowledge up-to-date, and to be
able to effectively support their students. Has
the Government of Meghalaya paid attention
to this aspect? Teachers’ underpayment has far-
reaching consequences foreducation and society
as a whole. It can lead to retention challenges,
as talented individuals may be discouraged
from pursuing teaching careers or may leave the
profession for better-paying opportunities. The
attrition rate among teachers under contract is
indeed high. Is the Government of Meghalaya

listening?
9
Morality and
Worldview

Editor.

One o fthe readers o fthe
article. 'K11ADC & Women's
Rights,” Ambrose Kharkon-
gor. has addressed it vide his
letter ‘Escapc route for Khasi
men.' (ST Sep 6. 2023). 1
believe that not all who read
the above arliclc will under-
stand it as Ambrose did. But
it behoves me tc address his
rejoinder lest the argument
is muddied

The article was not in-
tended to find ancscapc route
for men who abandoned their
wives, as misunderstood by
the reader. My argument
was that the position of the
young husband may con-
tribute to situaiions where
he lacks the moral resolve
to take the responsibility
as is warranted. However. |
did write that this was not a
generalisation ofall cases. |
also stated that his was not
an absolution of their moral
lapse. In fact, | wrote that
the moral sense transccnds
culture. My point in writing
the articlc and niy argument
was simply that the issue is
a moral one. and should not
be conflated with other is-
sues like tradinglicensesand
mixed marriages. This would
be a categorical enror.

1 also did not say that
the KHADC is expected to
come up with strictures to
regulate moral behaviour. In
fact. Istated thatwhile moral

lapses can be addressed by
legislature (such as laws re-
lating to alimony), yet moral-
ity itselfcannot be divorced
from the worldview that one
holds. The argument is that
once we talk of morality, we
must address it by looking
at the worldview, and not
just the legislature tin this
case the KHADC). We must
always look at the worldview
ofthe individual and how it
informs his ethics. In this
regard, every individual has
blind spots as his moral sense
canbe dulled or sharpened by
the worldview he espouses
People can be morally ex-
emplary or deplorable, both
because of and in spite of
their worldview. But the rela-
tionship between worldview
and morality deserves public
debate, as it isa subject that
requires deep-diving.
Yours etc.,
Kitdor H. Blah
shillong

Salary delay
brings tears on
Teachers’ Day

Editor,

Yetanother Teachers* Day
passes with appreciation
being heaped on the teach-
ing community. But ask the
teachers what their feelings
arc. Their hearts arc heavy
with a unique blend ofemo-
tions - pride, dedication, but
also the anguish of not re-
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Job reservation in the private A differentapproach
sector: Is it the solution?

The recent rally organised
in Shillong demanding res-
ervation in the private sector
was not surprising. Similar
demands had been raised in
other parts of the country as
well, with laws also being
passed on the issue. How-
ever, these state laws were
challenged in court, which
will also be the fate of any
law that the Government of
Meghalaya might bring up
for reservation in the private
sector. ITiatnotwithstanding,
the problem plaguing thejob
sector in the state has to be
acknowledged. But hen; it is
important to disentangle the
difference between unem-
ployment and underemploy-
ment. something that appears
to have been conflated and
treated as being the same

According to the Ccn-
trc for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE). a leading
independent economic think
tank, as of July 2023. the
unemployment rate in India
was around 7.95%. This was
higher than the 6.1% during
2017- 2018. as reported by
the Labour Ministry of the
Government of India, which
was the highest in 45 years.
This means that the current
figure s the highest in the last
50 years. At the same time,
the unemployment figures
for Meghalaya of2.7% as of
December 2022. as reported
by CMIE. were much lower
than the national average.
ITic figures may have gone
up in the last few months, but
itis highly unlikely that they
have breached the national
average. So basically, the
problem of employment is
not so much unemployment
as underemployment, i.e.,
a situation where people
are working in low-paying
jobs because they cannot get
employment that is suitable
for their qualifications and'
or experience.

According to the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation. Government
of India, the 2022-2023 Her
Capita Net State Domestic
Product of the state was Rs.
98.572. which was the low-
est among all the states for
which data was available.
This means that the amount
of money that would be
available to every resident
of Meghalaya if the total
amount of money generated
in the economy is distributed
equally isjust over Rs. 8,000
per month. But it has now
been widely accepted, as
recently admitted by former
RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan at the IMF-World
Bank annual meet in 2022,
that inequality is a major
problem affecting not just
India but the whole world
The 'State of Inequality in
India Report’ released by

ceiving their monthly salaries
on time. While they continue
to mould the future, their
own lives remain in financial
turmoil

Teacher's Day is a day of
immense significance, a day
when the nation collectively
recogni/cs the tireless ef-
forts o feducators in shaping
young minds. However, this
year, the celebrations are
laced with bittersweet feel-
ings as teachers across this
state are burdened by the
persistent issue of delayed
salary payments

In a poignant contrast to
most government employees
who receive their salaries
like clockwork, the teachers
who stand at the forefrontof
education are left in a state
offinancial uncertainly. It’s a
situation that leaves teachers
feeling undervalued and, in
some cases, helpless.

A teacher who did not
want to be named shared Iter
heart-wrenching struggle,
saying. "On Teacher’s Day.
we arc meant to feel appre-
ciated and cherished, but the
reality is quite diftcrent, The
anticipation of our next pay
check hangs likea dark cloud
over our heads. We have
bills to pay. have families to
support, and dreams to fulfil,
and the constant uncertainty
takes a toll on our emotional
well-being.”

The delay in salary dis-
bursement has casta shadow
ofdoubton the government’s
commitment to education

By Bhogtorum Mawroh

Dr. Bibck Debroy, Chairman
Economic Ad. isory Council
to the Prime Minister (EAC-
PM), also confirms the same
by revealing that the top 10%
accounts for one-third of all
incomes earned. This means
that 90% of the population
in Meghalaya will have an
average income of just over
Rs. 5.000 per month. It is,
therefore, apparent that the
amount of money generated
in the cconomy is severely
inadequate to provide the
majority of people with de-
cent jobs. ie.. a well-paid
job with goodsocial security
benefits.

Although he inferences
derived from published data
already make for a very dis-
tressing read, ihe actual situ-
ation on the ground is even
more alarming. People who
already have i job arc find-
ing it very diflicult to make
ends meet, forcing them to
engage in more than onejob.
Good examples of this are
the Rapido drivers, many of
whom actually already have
ajob, whether in the private
sector or even the public sec-
tor (contracttal in nature),
but. on many occasions, have
to work a combined total of
more than 12 hours a day to
cam enough income to sup-
port their families. For quite
a few, driving a Rapido is
the only job that they have,
which makes their situation
even more precarious. Then
there arc people who arc
working in shops, at people’s
houses, etc., whose salary
is less than even the mini-
mum wage prescribed by the
government of Meghalaya,
which ranges from Rs. 8382
to Rs. 11,748 per month
Such kinds of workers arc
known as informal workers,
and they constitute more
than 80% of ihe workforce
in the countiy. which will
be true for Meghalaya as
well. Here, low wages, no
social security benefits, and
uncertain working condi-
tions are the norm. So. even
if there is reservation in the
priv ate sector, it doesn’t re-
ally solve the problem of a
lack of decent employment
(underemployment) in the
state. What i$ required arc
decentjobs that arc well paid
and have good social security
benefits. Thistan be achieved
in two ways.

The first is the one pro-
posed by the Government
of Mcghalay*: the promise
of doubling the state’s GDP
by 2028 and transforming
the state into a 10-billion-
dollar economy. If that can
beachieved, itwill definitely
raise the Per Capita Net State
Domestic ProJuet and, with

and the very educators who
play a pivotal role in shaping
the nation’s fiturc. Teachers
arc the unsung heroes ofour
socicty. and their unwaver-
ing dedication should be
met with consistent financial
support. It is imperative that
the government addresses
this issue urgently and with
compassion. Teachers’ sal-
ary is also duly earmarked
in the annual budget of the
Stale. Teachers deserve to
know why their salaries arc
frequently delayed when
othergovernment emplovecs
receive theirs promptly. Clar-
ity is notjust a matter o f fiscal
responsibility it's an act of
recognition for the sacrifices
teachers make.

In our quest for answers,
we reached out to Education
Department’s for an official
statement regarding the delay
in teacher salary payments
However, as 1 write this
letter we teachers remain
empty-handed, with no re-
sponse received. We urge
the government to remember
that silence only deepens
the wounds aid adds to the
heartache of our teachers
Thciranguish deserves to be
acknowledged

As the nation celebrates
Teacher's Day. let us notjust
honour educators with flow-
ery words but svith the actions
they deserve. Timely salaries
arc notj ust nunbers on a pay
check: they ar: a lifeline that
KupporU teacher* in their
noble mission of moulding

it, the amount of money that
willbeavailablc in the econo-
my. This in turn will translate
to higher wages, thus raising
the ability of workers to sup-
port their families without
exploiting themselves. How-
ever. this line of reasoning is
dependent on the fulfillment
of certain conditions. The
most important condition is
that the governnx*ntis able to
notjust control inequality but
ultimately reduce it. Ifthis is
not done, any gains made in
increasing the GDP will not
translate to increasing the
wellbeing of the population.
A very good example of this
is the support of the BIP-led
NDA government to Adani
and Ambani, which, accord-
ing to Arvind Subramanian.
the former Chief liconomic
Advisor to the Government
of India, will lead to "an
extraordinary concentration
of economic power... (this)
could create an oligopolistic
economy that will stifle inno-
vation and growth.” In fact,
as the fortunes of the two
industrialists have risen, the
unemployment rate has also
been increasing in the coun-
tiy. as admitted by the Labour
Ministry of the Government
of India in 2017-2018 (well
before the COVID years)
“Trickle-down economics
did not work. So. just in-
creasing the GDP of the
state by supporting certain
individuals or a group (by
awarding contracts and in-
vesting through preferential
treatment) is not going to
solve the lack ofdccentjobs
in the state. In fact, the more
inequality grows, the more
dangerous the situation will
become.

The second is to combine
the drive to increase the GDP
ofthe state with redistributed
mechanisms being put in
place. This can be achieved
by increasing the minimum
wage based on the aim of
providing living wages to
all workers. Living wages
refer to income that allows
individuals or families to af-
ford decent living conditions
in terms ofadequate shelter,
food, and other necessities.
Itis usually higher than the
legal minimum wage. For
example, if we consider the
house rent of Rs. 5000 per
month, it constitutes around
50% or more o fthe minimum
wages prescribed by the Gov-
ernment o fMeghalaya, while
the figure should not be more
than 30% undera living wage
scenario. Workers, therefore,
arc highly underpaid in the
current structure.

Raising the minimum
wage toa livingwage also im-
proves local demand, which

the next generation
Following this Teach-
er's Day. let us pledge to
change the narrative. Teach-
ers should not be left with
tears in their eyes and a knot
in their hearts. They deserve
appreciation, respect, and the
assurance that their dcdica-
tion is matched by the system

that they serve
Yours et
Krishna Chettri
Shillong-2

Non-issuance
ofOBC
certificates

Editor,

1am writing to express my
profound concern regarding
ihe ongoing discontinuation
of OBC (Other Backward
Class) certificates in the state
of Meghalaya, which has
persisted for several years.
During my recent visit to
the Deputy Commissioner’s
oflicc, I was dismayed to dis-
cover that OBC certificates
continue to remain unissued.
This situation has had severe
repercussions on the authen-
tic residents of Meghalaya
who were bom and raised in
our state.

The non-availability of
OBC certificates has created
a substantial barrier for eli-
gible Mcghalayan residents
to apply for OBC reserved
positions in central competi-
tions. This glaring disparity

can help local businesses
grow, which can then reinvest
the profits to expand the busi-
ness. thus raising the GDP of
the state in the proccss. This
spreads out the benefits io
a larger number of people,
which also ensures that the
profits earned do not leave
the state. This is in contrast
to bigger players, who will
always look to reinvest their
profits in locations where the
rate of return is much higher,
like the metros or other parts
of the country where the
GDP is much higher. But
to invest in those locations
also requires a lot of capital,
which is notavailable to small
businesses that arc generally
restricted to the local area. At
the same time, bccause such
businesses are localised, the
benefitalso accrues to the lo-
cal cconomy. both in terms o
jobsand taxes. This isa much
more sustainable option than
making the state indebted in
the long mn.

One thing that, however,
could ruin this process arc
the illegal taxes collected by
non-state actors. Whether
it's from illegally operated
toll gates or "donations’ col-
lected in the name of certain
organisations, such taxes
take away the profit, which
could be reinvested back into
the businesses. More wony-
ingly. since such gains are
ill-gotten, they can be used to
fund illegal activities like the
burgeoning drug trade in the
state, which is ruining many
lives and creating a law and
order problem in the state.
Something under which busi-
nesses do not thrive, at least
the legitimate ones, is un-
certainty. If there’s no peace
and harmony in the state, the
cconomy will be adversely
aflfccted. and we can forget
the 10-billion-dollar cconomy
and the provision of dccent
jobs for the people. If things
are bad now. they will only
get worse in the future.

Reservation of jobs in
the private sector may seem
like an attractive solution
to address the problem of
unemployment (actually un-
deremployment), but in the
short and long mn. providing
decent jobs—a well-paid job
with good social security
benefits—isa much more im-
portant struggle. That requires
a more structural transforma-
tion and orientation of the
way the economic policies of
the state are being envisaged.
Will that happen? It's up to
the citizens of the state. It
always was and always will
be their choice.

(The views expressed in
Ihe article are personal and
do not reflect in any »c his
affiliation to any organiza-
tion or institution)

in opportunities is inherently
unjust, depriving those who
legitimately merit the ben-
efits of affirmative action
policies. It is imperative that
the authoritiesat the D Cs of-
fice and the concerned Min-
ister take immediate action
to redress this situation and
ensuie equitable liealiiicul
forall genuine citizens.

1 earnestly beseech the
central government to inter-
vene and support the youth
of Meghalaya who have
repeatedly been unjustly
denied OBC certificates over
an extended period. It is of
paramount importance that
our government places the
well-being and opportunities
ofitscitizens at the forefront,
guaranteeing that no one is
leftbehinddue to administra-
tive lapses.

1implore the relevant
authorities to collaborate in
formulatinga comprehensive
plan that reinstates the issu-
ance of OBC certificates in
Meghalaya, thereby provid-
ing equal opportunities toall
eligible individuals. It is our
collective responsibility to
safeguard fairness andjusticc
within our socicty.

Yours etc..

Name withheld on
request

Via email

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers.
authors and not that of
TheShillong Timex

to Family Planning
is needed

By Sanjana Mohan & Lekha Rattanani

The government's family
planning initiative ‘Mission
Parivar Vikas* (MPV), now in
its seventh year, has achieved
some success in 146 districts
which wen- originally identi-
fied as "hirh fertility” areas
with a Toial Fertility Rate
(TFR)ofmorc than three. The
districts arc spreadacross sev-
en States, namely Rajasthan
Assam. Uttar Pradesli. Bihar.
Madhya Pradesh. Chhatisgarh
undJharklvnd. MPV hopesto
reduce the TFR in these high-
focus areasto 2.1 by 2025.

The focused efforts arc
yielding results that can be
seen in the numbers, but they
come with hidden problems
that the numbers do not or
cannot cap urc. Forexample,
contraceptive use has picked
up in these arcas following
the government’s efforts
to increase access to fam-
ily planning services. But
the most popular method
of contraception is the ir-
reversible method of family
planning involving surgery.
This is good from the point
of view ofoutcomes but not
always good from the point
of view of the women. The
popularity of the permanent
method mrrors the national
preference, where 36.3%
(NFHS-5 mmbers) of cur-
rently married women took
the option - making it the
most popular of all choices.
Across Stales with the MPV
districts, many more wom-
en opted hr the permanent
method. But because the
MPV runs essentially in dis-
tricts with an overall higher
level of backwardness, sig-
naling weaker communica-
tions and poorer delivery of
healthcare, ihe downsides of
female sterilisation will be
more pronounced here.

A permanent method like
female sterilisation is usu-
ally adopted when the couple
have had the numberof chil-
dren they wanted and opt to
have no ntorc. But in rural
India, the death of children
and young adults is not un-
usual, punicularly in tribal
communities where many
unexpected incidents hap-
pen. including snake bites
and panther bites, falls from
a tree, drowning in the vil-
lage pond, and many caused
by preventable or treatable
diseases. Not having timely
access to care often leads to
ikath ofthe child. There have
been cases where women
who opted for the permanent
method after two or three
children fird themselves sud-
denly withfewer children, or
without a son. after mishaps
in the family. In such cases,
reversal of surgery is very
diflicult. if not impossible.
and the trauma of the fam-
ily is endless. These arc the
unfortunate conscquences o f
the growing acceptance of
female sterilisation in rural
India. They also highlight
the uniquely Indian prob-
lems ofirreversible methods
of contraception, given the
poor hcalthinfrastructurc that
leads to preventable compli-
cations and even deaths dur-

surgery, then goes on to lose
her children and can’t have
any more.

A total of 358 deaths in
the years 2014-2017 were
reported after sterilisation,
the minister of State for
llealth & T'unily Welfare Ms.
Anupriya Patel told the Lok
Sabha in March 2018. The
minister told the Lok Sabha
that "prescribed norms have
been laid down in the Stan-
dards & Quality Assurance in
Sterilization Services, 2014,
published hy the Government
of India «nd made avail-
able to all States and service
providers m order to ensure
quality standards in service
provision while performing
sterilization procedures.”

Inicimsofnumbersalonc.
female sterilisation in rural
arcas (as a percentage of
currently married women)
grew from 32.2% to 44.5%
in Rajasthan 22.6% to 35.3%
in Bihar. 39.8% to 47.6%
in Chhattisgarh. 19.8% to
37.4% in Jharkhand, and
46.9% to 55.7% in Madhya
Pradesh in the period from
NFHS-3 to NFHS-5

How has this change

happened?

Three recent develop-
ments have possibly contrib-
uted to the steady increase

in sterilisation numbers.
Pirst. the presence o fASHAs
(Accredited Social Health
Activists) in every village
has given a human face to
the system, built credibil-
ity and trust, and has taken
system-driven persuasion
to the last household in the
village. Second, the arrival
of smartphones and high
connectivity in villages has
upped aspirations. DJs at
rural marriages, birthday
celebrations, the changing
attire of niral girls, arc eases
in point

Rural families arc also
noting the small family size
and lifestyle in cities and
are ready to adopt it for
themselves as well. The
third factor contributing to
increasing tubcctomy num-
bers is the growing trend of
male migration from rural
arcas to cltles for work: in
southern Rajasthan itself,
some 70% of the house-
holds sec at least one male
member migrating to cities
in Gujarat, or Maharashtra,
or clscw here for their liveli-
hood. In the absence of the
husband, it becomes doubly
diflicult for the women to
bring up children. An opera-
tion then seems a win-win
for everyone.

The need to look
beyond sterlisation

Senior obstetricians rec-
ommend that operations
should be the last option
as opening the body lias its
risks. Soothermethodsavail-
able thal arc safer should be
used. Complications and
fatalities from female ster-
ilisation arc not uncommon
butappear not to impact the
number ofwomen opting for
this method (or lured into
the method with appropriate
incentives). Yet, wc cannot
run away from the problem
Theentire burden ofpopula-
tion control in India has been
bome, and continues to be
bome, by women. And this is
especially the case with ster-
ilisations. This has remained
true over ten years, from the
last NHFS in 2005-2006, all
the way to the survey by the
government for 2015-2016.

Saying ‘no’ to tubcctomy
is much more possible today
with emergence of several
choices for women that work
almost like a permanent
method: intrauterine con-
traceptive devices (1UCD)
such as Copper-T or other
hormonal devices, which arc
effective for long durations.
Using these once or twice
may be suflicicnt to prevent
a pregnancy for the entire
reproductive cycle of the
woman, thus also acting as
a permanent method.

The onus on our
healthcare systems

Where PHCs arc not
regularly open, doctors and
nurses not fully present, and
people have little trust in
the public health systems,
tubcctomy is a sure-fire way
to ensure birth control. The
alternative will require train-
ingo fourdoctorsand nurses,
making these methods avail-
able. and strengthening com-
munication to dispel fears
and myths associated with
the different methods. As
an example, a common fear
that exists with Coppcr-T is
that it will move up in the
abdomen”

Overcoming this will re-
quire listening andacknow|-
cdging their fears, and help-
ing them understand why
these may be unfounded. It
will also require the primary
healthcare facilities to be
open 24X7 and the health-
care workers to be present,
to be able to manage any
side cffccts of the other
methods such as bleeding
and abdominal pain.

The renewed emphasis
on primary healthcare, emcr-
gencc of the Health and Well-
ness Centres, growing num-
bers of doctors and skilled
staffacrossthe PHCsand sub-
centres, are welcome steps
that can make this paradigm
shift possible.

(Sanjana Mohan is a
doctor and co-founder of
Basic Healthcare Services,
a Rajasthan-based non-
profit that runs primary
healthcare centres. Lekha
Rattanani is the Manag-
ing Editor o f The Billion
Press)) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail: editorti
thebilllonpress.org)



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 2023

“Remember upon the conduct o feach

depends thefate o fall.”
— Alexander the Great

The Shillong Times

Vol XorL\V No.29

SHIL1-PNG. FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER* 2023

Issues before polls
WHILE a safe guess is that Parliament elec-
tions could take place sooner than later, issues
are being raised in a flurry to sway the public
mood in favour of. or against, some political
parties. In the forefront of these attempts is,
obviously, the ruling BJP itself. After cold-
shouldering an issue for nine years, the Modi
establishment is now reviving its promise for
the ‘one nation, one poll’system. It is also in a
mood to rename India as Bharat, a sure shot to
boost the morale of the Hindi belt. Alongside,
it is catching on a statement from DMK min-
ister Udayanidhi Stalin that Sanatana Dharma
has no relevance in today’s world, as its tenets

arc used to

perpetrate caste-based and other

discriminations againstdisadvantaged segments
of the population like Dalits, tribals etc.” The
BJP energetically turned this into a national is-
sue and is seeking the governor's permission to
prosecute the minister. In a democratic nation,
a minister should have the freedom to express
his views without fear or favour. But, the BJP’s
overdrive now is to whip up sentiments and
win more votes from the Hindi belt. All these,
over and above the recent push to introduce a
Uniform Civil Code (UCC).

These issues have their merits and positive
action is welcome. But a point to stress is, should
the nation face the parliament elections with
these as the central agenda with grave exclusion
of the matters of urgent importance. For one,
the failure of ihe Modi establishment to check
freewheeling corruption! To argue that the Prime
Minister is notcorrupt means little when he pre-
sides over an empire ofcorruption and does not
show the nerve to check such tendencies through
hard-edged aclions. Vigilance sleuths catching

an offi

al or two. here or there, meant little.

By doing so, the department is only proving its
relevance to exist, while its ranks too are seen
to be largely corrupt, as also the emire police,
revenue and other sectors in state after state.
Administrative and other reforms on multiple
fronts have either not been attempted at or left
half done or were undone under pressure as
was the case with the farm reform legislation.
Judicial reforms are nol even attempted at. The
government lacks the courage to bell the cat
while the Supreme Court mandarins put spokes
into the wheel. Cases arc piling up incourts and
justice is delayed as cases are investigated and
argued for decades in gay abandon. What this
governmentdid and did not do must be reviewed
before the polls. The election must be fought on
such issues. Tie nation cannot afford to miss the

wood for the trees.

Need a good
plan for family
planning in
Meghalaya

Editor,

The article titled. "A dif-
ferent approach to family
planning is needed" (ST Sep

7. 2023) says all the right
things. U , while

Incidentally male steril-
ization in Meghalaya which
was 0.1% in 2005-06 has
firmly remained atzero since
then. Perhaps there is no
parallel to this kind of male
refusal in the rest of the
country! Male attitudes are
a significant factor for low
family planning stats in our
state.

The authors rightly say
that we need to look be-

the authors provid;data fora
number ofstates, Meghalaya
is not included in their list.

They mention sevenstates
in which there isan urgent
need to reduce tke fertility
rate by 2025. But Megha-
laya, while not mentioned,
has the highest fertility rate
in the country 0f2.9. while
the national avenge is 2.0.
Meghalaya has the highest
proportion of pre-school
children in thecotntry, sure-
ly a factor for the high child
malnutrition in the state.

The article mentions sev-
eral states in which female
sterilization has increased
markedly. In India female
sterilization increased from
36.0 - 37.9% between the
National Family Health Sur-
vey 4 (2015-16) ‘0 NFHS5
(2019-21). However, the al-
ready low rate in Meghalaya
fell even further from 6.2
5.6% between NFHS 4 & 5.
Actually it was highest way
back in NFIIS3 (2005-6),
at 9.5%

yond t methods
but don't offer much by
way of a solution. The use
of contraceptives in Me-
ghalaya of any kind, is the
lowest in the country and
has remained static between
the last two NFH surveys at
24.3%. while the national
average has improved from
53.5 - 66.7% Even among
tribals as a whole in In-
dia. contraceptive use is at
48.6%, exactly double of
Meghalaya

A recent survey found
that many of the women
respondents were against
contraceptives, even some
village and church leaders
These are some typical re-
sponses: “1’m vciy strict for
my own daughter, if she is
in'a relationship, she should
not use any methods, if she
does then there is spiritual
punishment,and "There are
many awareness programs
on using family planning,
but | feel it’sa sin".

The biggest and hard-
est obstacle are deeply-en-

The Tourist, a quintessential
Nomad of Modernity

This world has always
had its share ofnomads, who
stand in stark contrast to set-
tled communities. Whether
pastoral or peripatetic, some
arc traditionally nomadic.
Others are so for spiritual
reasons like the mendicant
monks and nuns who refuse
to stay more than three days
in any one place, for fear of
attachment. But the most
impoverished ofall nomads,
perhaps, is the tourist a
strange phenomenon of mo-
dernity. Anything buta trav-
eler. he is often a dilettante
and voyeur, who visits dif-
ferent places to assuage his
extreme emptiness of soul.
Materialism, the deracinating
passions, plus the rootless-
ness endemic to modernity,
make him roam restlessly,
seeking vicariously and in
vain for roots in a rooted
community. Often, his lirst
prey arc indigenous com-
munities. given their relative
rootedness, and resistance to
modernity.

To blame also arc capital-
ismand thesexual revolution

given the havoc they have
wreaked on the ancicnt virtue
ofhospitality. Up to my pre-
television generation and a
few younger ones, visiting
was the primary form of
entertainment, with chatting
the main form of commu-
nication. Hospitality was
lavish, not just in the home,
butalso in the public sphere.
Indeed, the guest was God.
Restaurants felt like home.
In this child-friendly India
ofyore, waiters bent low to
ask child visitors. "May |
give you some more'7 Thus,
even restaurants prioritized
hospitality over profits.

The so-called sexual
revolution has destroyed

By Deepa Majumdar

tion. Asa result, modem man
is morc love-hungry than
ever before.

Every culture has its share
of ugly citizins. Like the
ugly American, the ugly
Indian displays the worst
aspects o f hisculture. Loud,
inconsiderate, sensuous,
and disrespectful, he plays
his raucous "music" even
around hospilals and silent
zones, with scant respect or
consideration for the needs
of his hosts. Littering the
grounds whereverhe moves,
he personifies cacophony,
intrusion, anil chaos. As a
tourist, he is no different
from the worn offenders at
a zoo. Indeed, he treats his
host communities as if they
are inmates of zoos - so
great is his disrespect. As
sentient beings, both people

and animals deserve respect

Distinct from the traditional
nomad, the wanderer trav-
els for serious reasons that
range from self-discovery
to discovery of the world.
To the wanderer, travelling
is a mode of education and
an art. He travels in order to
learn from different people
and cultures. Not because he
is empty and a voyeur, but
because he wants to add to
his inner wealth of wisdom.
Today travelers arc utilitar-
ian and cosmic. They go to
outer space to pave the way
for space tourism

Yet not all travelers are
virtuous. Like others they
cover the range between
good and evil. Always in-
trepid and rarely a dilettante
or voyeur, the traveler is,
at best, an ambassador and
diplomat who bridges diffcr-

cnt cultures, and at worst, a

as ends in no
as means to the ends of alien
others. But tie gaze of the
voyeur-tourist reifies both
people and animals into

Mammon rules

based Lust
destroys love and therefore,
hospitality, which is a form
oflove. Today, the barbarism
caused by avarice is so great
that \ery few people even
know how to enter a home
with good will and blessings
1 have known quests to ad-
mire a material object before
they have greeted their host.
Under conditions of capital-
ism. even heaven is for sale.
Hence, we should not be
surprised that capitalism has
yanked hospitality out of
the home and reified it into
a marketable commodity.
Indeed, hospitality is for sale,
like everything else. This
includes chatting. The “chat”
has become a commodity in
digital communication. But
given its contrived cozincss.
it cannot diffuse the alien-
ation inherent in the digital
world. When we reify and
sell something spiritual, we
strip it of its inherent moral
worth. Having lost their in-
ner sheen, hospitality and
chatting have forfeited their
innate power ofcommunica-

trenched beliefs, which seem
to cut across all religious
groups, indicating perhaps
that this is a cultural obsti-
nacy. ltwill take community
and church leaders to bring
about the cultural change
that is needed. In Chrisitan
countries all over the world,
family planning is a well-
accepted practice. In none
of those countries do we
sec such grim realities for
women as here.

When confronted with
dire and dismal statistics
about Meghalaya, our min-
isters often say that the data
isold and matters have im-
proved. That may be so,
but remember other states
have also improved in the
meantime. Actually, the gap
with the rest of the country
may actually be increasing in
Meghalaya.

Yoursetc..
Glenn C. Kharkongor.
Via email

Unprofessional
Conduct at
Jiban Rani

Goenka
Hospital
Editor,
lam writing to express
my deep dissatisfaction and

concern regarding the re-
cent experiences my mother

his world, so that he thinks
he can treat a place as he
wants, just bccausc he pays
money. IX*spite the realities
of western neo-colonialism,
western tourists arc often
more considerate and cour-
teous than the ugly Indian
Often, they tip more gener-
ously. Given their ideals of
democratic egalitarianism
and social justice, and their
historical experiences of
anti-racism, western tourists
can be more courteous to
indigenous communitiesand
impoverished Indians

The modem tourist, there-
fore, is an entirely different
specics from the traveler.
Even considerate tourists
are caught in the maelstrom
of commerc alism. In an
existential scrse. every sen-
tient being is ametaphysical
traveler because his very
existence entails traversing
time and transience. But ina
physical sense, the traveler is
unique among his fellow hu-
mans. This werld has always
had its share of wanderers.

had at Jiban Ram Goenka
Hospital, located at Rabin-
dra Nath Tagore Marg. Up-
per Mawprem, Garikhana
Shillong. On September 1st,
2023, and September 2nd
2023. my mother visited the
hospital seekngdental treat-
ment, and the unprofessional
behaviour exhibited by the
stall'and the dentist has left
us deeply troubled.

On September 1st. 2023.
my mother arrived at the
hospital to ircct the dentist
at 11:30 AM However, the
lady sitting at the reception
informed her that the time
for receiving patients had
ended at 11 AM because the
doctor said to stop writing
the appointments, but as
seen by my mother there
were only four patients. The
receptionist informed my
mother that the time for seek-
ing appointments is from 9
AM to 11AM My mother, in
good faith, returned die next
day. September 2nd. 2023,
at 10 AM, hoping to receive
proper treatment.

To her shock and dismay,
the same receptionist on the
second visit ckclared that the
time for receiving patients
was already over. This was
in direct contradiction to
what my mother had been
told earlier. When my mother
reminded her that she had
been given different infor-
mation the previous day. the
receptionist disclaimed any

an g
Often, travelers are itinerant
writers, who leave treasure
troves of documents for
historians. Thus, Xuanzang,
a Chinese Buddhist monastic
traveler, left documcnta-
tionsof between

of arrival. A dilettante and
voyeur who turns tourism
into a spectacle, the tourist
neither icams norcontributes
to learning. Pecking at this
place and the other, rather
than savoring and experienc-
ing, he returns as homeless
and empty as before.

The main challenge of the
modern reified hospitality
industry lies in its demand
thatwe practice this precious
form of love not in the
sanctity of a home  but in
the wildernesso f the market-
driven world. It therefore
calls for practicing love
amidst the sheer alienation
of the market economy. As
a result, it demands proper
legislation to safeguard both
touristsand their local hosts.
A system of checks and
balances should foster the
hospitality industry, even as
it protects all who partake
ofit.

Thiti lypr nf Irgillation
matters all the more in a
place like Meghalaya, given
its frail economy and natural
wonders. The beauty of Me-
ghalaya is, as yet. pristine.
Unlike the manufactured
beauty o fmany natural spots
in the developed economics,
Meghalaya is still relatively
untouched by the footprints
of man. Such rare beauty,
which makes the mind natu-
rally contemplative and God
conscious, deserves protec-
tion and homage.

Atthe very least, tourism
in Meghalaya should be sus-
tainable. as Patricia Mukhini
urges as the main thrust of
herarticle, "Maggie Noodles
Tourism killing Meghalaya”
(TST. Aug 18. 2023). Poor
villagers and others in Me-
ghalaya need the tourism
industry, because it is, as
Ms. Mukhim says, the only
“clean, green, non-polluting,

China and India. Moreover,
travelers often make his-
tory directly. Even a ruthless
traveler, like Christopher
Columbus, made history
Finally, unlike tourists, trav-
elers travel great distances.
Thus. Marco Polo traveled
over 15.000 miles. Travelers,
therefore, affect their times
and posterity in ways that
tourists simply do not.

But what is travelling,
in essence? In the words of
Ibn Battuta. “Traveling it
leaves you speechless, then
turns you into a storyteller.”
In the words of the Bud-
dha. “It is better to travel
well than to arrive.” This
last quote, supposedly from
the Buddha, | am sure, was
meant metaphorically. Yet
it applies to physical travel
as well. Unlike the tourist
who consumes the objects
of tourism, thus experienc-
ing nothing  the traveler
revels more in the experi-
ence oftraveling than in that

knowledge and suggested
talking to the doctor. This
unprofessional behaviour
left my mother feeling con-
fused and frustrated

When my mother spoke
with the doctor, the experi-
ence turned even more dis-
tressing. The doctor, without
any valid reason, aggres-
sively counted seven slips
and threw them in front of
my mother, stating that it
will take her till 2 PM to treat
those seven patients. Howev-
er. to her disbelief, the doctor
managed to attend to these
seven patients in just 30
minutes. This inconsistency
in the doctor's actions raises
serious questions about her
professionalism and ethics.

Furthermore, my mother
was treated disrespectfully
during this encounter. The
doctor's attitude and de-
meanour were completely
unbecoming of a medical
professional. She even went
as faras telling my mother to
leave the hospital premises.

Additionally, while my
mother was present, another
lady arrived ataround 10:15
AM, seeking treatment for
her child, who was in pain.
The doctor callously in-
formed this lady that the
time was over and that she
should return on Monday.
Despite the child's obvious
discomfort and the fact that
she was a school-going stu-
dent who would have to miss

and employ-
ment generating industry.”
Tourism helps not only eco-
nomically. but also morally
andspiritually by diffusing
the xenophobia inherent in
the identity politics ofan Iso-
lated society. Indeed, tourism
can be a powerful antidote
against xenophobia. Surely
there is a way to protect local
people, through proper legis-
lation. without encouraging
the cthnocentrism that mars
hospitality? Surely there is
a way. through rules and
regulations, to educate tour-
ists to respect the sanctity of
the places they visit? Surely,
YouTuber tourists who visit
Meghalaya villages, should
be forced, by law, to share
their profits with the people
they film? For all this to
happen, both tourists and
their hosts must respect each
other. Moreover, all rules and
laws must be enforced by the
proper authorities, without
corruption.

school to come back, the
doctor displayed a shocking
lack of empathy and refused
to provide any assistance
Another eight patients were
also turned away within the
time span that my mother
was present there.

Such unprofessional con-

duct by the dentist and stall"

at Jiban Ram Goenka Hospi-
tal is not only unacceptable
but also a disservice to the
community. Patients deserve
tobe treated with respect and
empathy, and medical pro-
fessionals should adhere to
ethical standards of care.
lam writing to draw the
attention of the authori-
ties of Jiban Ram Goenka
Hospital and kindly request
that the ethics and quality of
service of the Hospital be
investigated thoroughly, and
appropriate action be taken
toaddress the unprofessional
behaviour and attitude of
the dentist and the staff at
the hospital. Patients should
not have to endure such dis-
tressing experiences when
seeking medical care.
Yours etc.
Name withheld on request.
ia email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and nol that of
The Shillong Times
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‘One nation, one election” proposal an
attack on democracy and federalism

Opposition parties and
civil society must campaign

focusing on
By P.

The Narcndra Modi re-
gime is out to launch a twin
assault on parliamentary de-
mocracy ind federalism by
implemerting the slogan of
‘One Naton. One Election’
(ONOE). The government
hasannounced the setting up

the danger

Sudliir

for the state assemblies.
Fixity of tenure would
mean that a ruling party,
which has a stable majority
in the house, cannot recom-
mend for dissolution of the
house to have early elections.
It is also proposed by the

ofan eight- commit-
tee headed by thnncr presi-
dent. Ram Nath Kovind
The term? o f reference make
it clear thit the committee’s
job is to recommend how to
proceed toimplement simul-
taneous ccctions to the Lok
Sabha and state legislative
assembles, the legal and
constitut onal steps to be
taken. The committee can
be cxpecfed to do what the
government wants as it has
been hand-picked for the
purpose and includes home
minister Amit Shah.

Eversncc the BJP came
to power in 2014. Narendra
Modi has been periodically
announcing the need for one
nation, ore election. Ile had
declared in 2020 that this is
“nota matter o fdebate buta
necessity for India”

BJP leaders have been
trotting cut the wcll-wom
arguments on the need for
simultaneous elections: that
itwill save a lot of expendi-
ture incurred due to frequent
elections:repeated elections
bring the model code of

Law C¢ report that
ifa no-confidence motion is
moved in the Lok Sabha. it
must be accompanied by a
resolution naming the new
leader to run the alternative
government. This is termed
as "constructive vote of
no confidence”. What this
means is that even if a gov-
ernment is voted out by a
majority of the house, there
has to be some alternative
government, which is unrep-
resentative of the people's
choice. Primacy is given
to stability through fixity
of tenure and the electoral
choice becomes irrelevant
Titis will work in favour of
the ruling party.

The implications of en-
forcing ONOE are centrali-
sation and concentration of
powers at the centre and
destroying, in essence, fed-
eralism. The authority given
to the president of India,
i.e.. the central government,
to curtail or extend life of
state legislatures will com-
pletely undermine the right
of the states and its elected

‘Weare seeing how governors are
behaving in the opposition-ruledstates
violating the rights o f the state governments

and Qil' state legislatures.

With the changes

bivught about in the name o fsimultaneous
elections, centralised control willmean
governors acting as viceroysfor the centre. ”

conduct into play which
hampers development work
and so on

There hove been three
committees which havegone
into the issue of holding
simultaneous elections for
the Lok Sabha and state as-
semblies after Modi came
to power. In 2015. the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Personnel. Public
Grievances, Law and Jus-
tice submitted a report on
the matter. In 2017, the
NITI Aayog made a set of
proposals in its discussion
paper on ‘Analysis of Si-
multaneous Election” and
in Augu‘t 2018. the Law
Commission published its
draft report on simultaneous
elections. Theyall proposed
shortenin’ of the tenure of
some of the existing state
assemblies, or. extending
the life ofsome, so diat they
can be synchronised with
Lok Sabln elections. Some
have suggested to hold only
twosets ofelections ina five
yearpcrial one setwith the
Lok Sabha and half the state
assembliesandanother set in
the mid-term with therestof
the assemblies

If the steps being pro-
posed to bring the state
assembly elections in align-
ment with the Lok Sabha
polls are anti-democratic
and strike at the root of
the constitutional basis of
representation and account-
ability. tie steps to ensure
that there is no deviation
from simultaneous elections
in the post-synchronisation
period is .vorse.

Both curtailing or extend-
ing the lifeofthe legislature,
or, the government, militates
against the very principle of
party-based parliamentary
democracy and the account-
ability o fthe executive to the
legislature.

Further, to have simulta-
neous elections and sustain-
ing itwould require tamper-
ing of the constitutional
scheme of accountability
of the government to the
legislature. Under the con-
stitution. ifa government is
voted out wia no-confidence
motion, cr. loses a vote on
a money bill, it is bound to
resign and if no alternative
government can be formed,
the house is dissolved and
a mid-term election is held
There is no fixity of tenure
enshrined in the constitution
either forthe Lok Sabha. or

legislators. After simultane-
ous elections arc achieved,
thereafter the principle of
governments accountable
to the state legislatures and
the right of the people to
have the government of their
choice will be restricted

We arc seeing how gov-
ernors arc behaving in the
opposition-ruled states vio-
lating the rights of the state
governments and the state
legislatures. With the chang-
esbroughtabout in the name
of simultaneous elections,
centralised control will mean
governorsacting as viceroys
for the centre.

India has 28 states with
widely varying political and
social conditions (excluding
Jammu and Kashmir which
was dismantled as a state)
The attempt to enforce an
undemocratic uniformity
is the ideal of the RSS BJP
combine. The concept of
‘one nation, one election’
is similar to their slogan of
‘one nation, one language,
one culture”

To bring about simultane-
ous elections to parliament
and state assemblies, there
will have to be a majorcon-
stitutional overhaul. There
will have to be amendments
to the constitution in Article
83 (duration of house), Ar-
ticle 85 (dissolution of the
Lok Sabha). Article 172 (du-
ration of state legislatures)
Article 174 (dissolution of
state legislatures). Article
356 (failure of constitu-
tional machinery) apart from
amendments to the Repre-
sentation of the People Act
and other Rules.

Itisevident that whatever
the Ram Nath Kovind-lcd
committee recommends,
the implementation of these
constitutional and legal steps
will take time and they can-
not be implemented in time
for the coming Lok Sabha
elections. Butindicationsarc
that the government is go-
ing to begin the process. A
special session o fparliament
convened from September
18 to 22 may see some an-
nouncement in this regard

The opposition parties
should be vigilant and pre-
pare for the Modi govern-
ment's next move. They
should immediately go to the
people with a big campaign
on how the ONOE is dan-
gerous for democracy and
federalism. (IPA Service)
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“Society is unity in diversity
— George Herbert Mead
The Shillong Times

VIWIW v.lu

Ulin.MI-1l MHH< 8 vM

BJP’sinternal squabbling
IT took the resignation o fa fairly young member of
the BJP in Meghalaya, who because of his profile as
former ML Aand bureaucrat has been definedas a top
party leader, far charges of nepotism to be levelled
against the present State President lirncst Mavvrie.
HM Shangpliuig whojoined the BJPjust before the
2023 election, contested from the Party and lost by
a margin of 955 votes to his rival Olan Singh Suin
of the United Democratic Party (UDP). Shangpli-
ang, a former bureaucrat first joined the Congress
Party after superannuating, contested and won the
Mawsynram scat in 2018. Hewas one o f 12 Congress
MLAs who left the Congress in November 2021 to
join the Trinaniool Congress (TMC). Withina year in
December 2022, Shangpliang hadjoined the BJPand
is now set tojoin the National Peoples’ Party (NPP)
on September 13. Shangpliang is therefore a rolling
stone and the attention he is getting now at leaving
the BJP is because the Party is ruling the country
today and any upset it suffers in any state tends to
make news. The people of Meghalaya are too used to
these political gimmicks to take notice. Here people
changing pan es is no big deal. It is cold in the op-
position benches but even those benches are out of
bounds for Shangpliang as he lost the elections. His
complaint wasthat the State BJP President left him to
*sit out' withojt any assignment. In his 5-year term
as MLA of Mawsynram not much is seen by way of
development.The road beyond Mawphlang through
Tyrsad onwards up until Mawsynram is a nightman;
for those who have to traverse it on a daily basis.
While it is being presently repaired it has remained
in a pathetic condition for all of 5 years and is quite
a contrast to Dads in Mairang etc., which are well

maintained.

The BJP in Meghalaya has been trapped in the
strangle-hold of Mawrie who has not shown any
leadership qualities but has, as alleged by Shang-
pliang, tried to promote himself at the cost of his
colleagues. Much was said about Mawrie being re-
moved and replaced by a more capable leader much
before elections 2023. BJP incharge Meghalaya, Dr
M Chuba Ao who is also one of the Vice Presidents
ofthe BJPhadbcen visiting Meghalaya several times
in 2022 when the local karyakartas here complained
to him about Mawrie’s inability to enthuse them or
to provide the kind of leadership that is needed if
the BJP is to make headway in Meghalaya. But that
did not seem to move the BJP bigwigs in Delhi. It
remains to be seen how the “High Command” ofthe
BJP reacts to Shangpliang's desertion.

Letten to the Editor

Intricacies of
‘One Nation,
One Election’

Editor.

A debate on the future of
Indian Federation and De-
mocracy and the conccpt of
“One Nation. One Election"
has persisted in Indian po-
litical discourse for several
decades and traces its roots
back to the iilixtion Com-
mission of India report of
1983. This visionary concept
was bom out of a desire to
streamline the ration’s elec-
toral processes and reduce
their frequency and associ-
ated costs. However, despite
its potential benefits, the
ro0dto holding smultancous
elections in Inda is riddled

tion” requires constitutional
amendments. legislation and,
most importantly, political
consensus. India’'s diversity
and federal structure make
this a complcx and lengthy
process. Simultaneous elec-
tions could challenge the
autonomy and independence
of state governments and
potentially upset the dclicatc
balance between the Center
and the states.

Logistically. conducting
simultaneous elections in a
country with a population
of nearly 15 billion people
poses significant challenges.
Elections are celebrated in
India as a festival of de-
mocracy, requiring careful
planning and coordination,
which bccomes exponen-
tially morc challenging when
multiple elections need to be
held si y. While

with legal is-
sues and political debates.
Former Prime Minister
Ata! Bihari Vapayee pas-
sionately championed the
cause in 1999, but legislative
change remained elusive
It was only in 2017 that
Niti Aayog released a docu-
ment titled "Timeline for
Elections” which provides
a practical implementation

From India to Bharat: Universality
not Uniformity is India’s Strength

It is intriguing to see the
political turn ofevents in our
country. | for once would
like to make it amply clear
that 1am a person who never

By D Pyngrope

and the entire form of wor-
ship revolves around the

tion o f persons due to cthnic
disparity. | am silently ag-
grieved on the occasions of
such discriminations that are
meted out to the non- locals
in the state or any divide
amongst citizens on cthnic
lines.

Thecurrentscenario in die
Bri u Hynftiew Trep is wor-
risome. 1 sec an unhealthy
communal divide taking
placc not merely between
tribals and non-tribals, but
also amongst tribals. Some
entities with vested interests
arc now dangerously trying
to create fissures in our so-
ciety on religious lines with
dements from within that arc
conniving with the elements
from outside the state and
arc trying to be architects of
a Manipur like situation in
ourstate.

The Hynftiew TrcpK hasi
people had lived in harmony
for centuries amidst differ-
ences of clanship (KUR),
region, dialcct. traditions and
customs and most recently
religion. The bonding of
the Kur; the Hima. the Raid
and ultimately the Dorbar
Shnong is so ingrained in our
blood that the religious al-
teration of individuals could
not interfere or divide the
bonding.

It is pertinent to note that
the Hynftiew Trcp Khasi
people are a conglomeration
of the clans from across the
Bri u Hynftiew Trep (Khasi
Pnar) region that are well
knitted into one Community
called asabove and comprise
the Khynriam(s), the Pnarfs),
the Bhoi(s). the War(s). the
Maram(s), the Lyngam(s) ,
the MawTang(s) and a few
others and are identified by
the region to which they
belong.

It is also important to
note that the Hynftiew Trep
form of indigenous reli-
gion is monotheism and not
polytheism. Any form of
religious rituals arc carried
outat the maternal house by
thc maternal uncic who is
the chicf priest (cclcbrant)

switching parties in line
with the election cycle, thus
preserving the essence of
the concept. An increased
number ofcases during elec-
tions could also disnipt the
judicial process. Perhaps the
biggest challenge is achiev-
ing a political consensus
between different political
parties, including regional
players. Convincing these
stakeholders to agree to the
ncec.vsary legal changes is
a challenging task in itself.
The idea of "One Nation.
One Election” holds promise
forstreamlining India's elec-
toral processes, but its path is
fraught with complex legal,
logistical and political hur-
dles. How the nation thinks
about this concept remains a
matter ofongoing discussion
and debate, reflecting the
complex nature of India's

advocates say
elections could case voter
fatigue, others raise concerns
about information overload
Domestic issues can over-
shadow local ones, potential-
ly impairing voters' ability
to make informed decisions.
The implementation of"One
Nation. One Election” re-
quires sweeping changes to
the C ofIndia and

plan. y, the Law
Commission of India is-
sued a draft working paper
in 2018 with an emphasis
on legal and constitutional
aspects. Prime Minister Nar-
cndra Modi alsocmphasized
the need fora comprehensive
debate on the issac during his
Independence Day speech
in 2019. Over he years, a
scries of all-paity meetings
and consultation have been
convened to examine the
feasibility and merits of
concurrentelections. Various
political parties and stake-
holders participated in these
discussions.

The Parliamentary' Stand-
ing Committee >n Law and
Justiceexamined the issue in
the year 2020 and sought in-
put from varioui stakehold-
ers. However, it is essential
to realise that the path to
"One Nation, One Elec-

related statutory laws, in-
cluding Articles S3.85, 172,
174 and 356. Achieving this
requires a two-thirds major-
ity in both houses of Pariia-
ment. a formidable political
endeavour. In addition, it
calls fora synchronized elec-
tion cycle across different
levels ofgovernment, which
could erode state and local
autonomy. Local author-
ity elections, governed by a
decentralized system, would
require legislative changes
to align with the proposed
dectoral cycle. The financial
and administrative resources
required for such a transfor-
mationarc enormous. requir-
ingastrong legal framework
for budget allocation and
resource management.

In addition, anti-defection
laws may require changes
to prevent lawmakers from

political and

Yours etc.,
Shimon N. Shullai,
Via email

India versus
Bharat debate

Editor,

The news "India Vs
Bharat debate sets tongues
wagging” ST September 7,
2023) made a very interest-
ing reading. The G20 dinner
card of Rashtrapati Bhawan
referred to the President of
Indiaas ‘PresidentofBharat’
rather than President of In-
dia. triggered a debate on
the name change of India to
Bharat. Instead of dabbling
into the India vs Bharat de-
bate let Article | ofthe Con-
stitution be the guiding light.
The more pressing need for
the country as a leader of
the G20 is to improve our
Human Development Index
from the present position of
IXth with an HDI score of
0.645 among the C«20 coun-
tries by investing in the three
dimensions o f human devel-
opment: health, education
and income. The possible

fanily only and
not the entire kur. Rituals
at different itrata such as
the Raid or tie Hima or the
Kur take different forms
and are perfonncd with spe-
cific intentiors or purposes.
Therean unci: ofa specificd
clan as bestowed by divine
revelation holds the office
ofa cclcbratng Priest and
he carries ou the rituals as
per customs cmbehalfofthe
Raid or the Hima so on and
so forth. No one from oulsidc
the designated clan or family
would dare tc interfere with
the religious activities of a
family or a clan or a Raid or
a Hima lest it leads to some
unfortunate ircident.

There migit be individu-
als who wilfully wish to do
away with customs and prac-
tices that befiis the Hynftiew
Trep for theit conveniences
due to individjal choices and
no one can stop such persons

side by side with the neigh-
bouring kingdoms before the
advent of the British. And
in 1947 our rulers (Syicms,
Sirdars etc) indiv idually and
collectively acccded into the
Indian Union amidst shady
circumstances subject to
the termsand conditions that
would apply.

From then on tiic Hynftiew
Trep People had persisted
through rough weather as
citizens of India. Our agreed
terms and conditions were
tried to be diluted or ignored
with the passage o ftime. Our
people including the other
North-eastern tribals were/
are regularly bullied by the
dominant racc in almost ev-
ery corner of the country. We
are unknown to the masses
in the nation and we feel
intimidated always by the
majoritarian attitude of the
Indian brethren.

Being a matrilincal soci-
ety the Khasi male is looked
down upon nol only by our

“We are a race and we unite as one to
foster a collective effort to striveforward.
We hadfaced testing times under the British
who cunningly hadfooled us in different
ways hut could not touch our customs and
practices. Prior to the British we had hardly
been touched by the different invaders o fthe
powerful kingdoms. ™

in the abscnec of codificd
laws. In such an event the
Kur is the only entity that
could intervene, that too
subject to the willingness of
such persons to listen else we
must leave such individuals
to divine judgement.
Wearcarax and wc unite
as one to foster a collective
effort to strive forward. We
had faced testing times under
the British who cunningly
had fooled us in different
ways but coulJ not touch our
customs and practices. Prior
to the British wc had hardly
been touched by the differ-
ent invaders of the powerful
kingdoms. Wc co-existed

ways to do tfcatarc:

1 Providing univer-
sal and qual tv health care
services and infrastructure,
and  raising awareness
about preventive and cura-
tive measures.

2. Ensuring universal
access to education at all
levels, and mproving the
quality and relevance of
education ou comes.

3. Creating more and
better employment opportu-
nities. and reJucing poverty
and inequality.

4. Streamlining the
public finances and target-
ing subsidies to the neediest
sections o fthe society.

5. Improving the qual-
ity and availability of basic
amenities sjch as water,
sanitation, cbctricity, hous-
ing, etc.

6. Evaluating the perfor-

mance and impact o f various
social scctor schemes and
policies, and making them
morcaccouniablc and trans-
parent.
Given tha. the per capita
incomc pos tion of India
among the G20 which stands
at 15th position 0f$7400 as
of 2023. There is a need to
boost or increase per capita
income by:

1 Increasing the
Gross Domestic Product and
this can be done by improv-
ing education and training,
investing in infrastructure
and tcchnolcgy. promoting
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. expanding trade and
tourism, efc.

2. Reducing population
growth rate by improving
health care and family plan-
ning. empowering women
and girls, raiding awareness
and education

3. Distributing the
income more equally among
the people ofIndia by iniplc-
menting progressive taxa-
tion, providing social wel-
fare and security to the needy
and marginalised section of
the society, strengthening
labour rights and minimum
wages. Ensuring that there
is a lower Gini coefficient

own butby whoever isaware
of our weak familial bond-
ing. The male members of
mainland India that know of
our lineage tend to even use
oursystem to their advantage
to feed their economic or
carnal appetites. A glaring
example of which is avail-
able about 100 meters from
the house that | stay. A Khasi
lady is sheltering a man from
the other part of the country
in her house for over 10
years. He is identified as her
husband: incidentally the
man already had a wife and
kids in his native village. His
kids come for schooling here
and arc looked after by the

which means less inequality

and more per capita income
for the average person

Yours ctc.

VK Lyngdoh.

Via email

Of narrow
roads and
lanes

liditor.

Nestled in the western
part of Shillong, formerly a
pan of Mawprem. Mawbah
(Barapathar) stands as a
densely populated village
with a unique charm. This
village is graced by a single
narrow access road that spans
approximately one kilometre
in length. During the tenure
of Paul Lyngdoh as the
MLA, this road underwent
a modest expansion with
concretc lining added to one
side, parallel to its drainage
system

Allow me to introduce
our readers to this seemingly
petite but bustling village
Mawbah (Barapathar) is
home to a remarkable num-
ber of residents, making it
one of the most densely in-
habited localcs in the region
Notably, the Khasi Panar Gas
Agency personnel, during
their introductory spccch
while distributing free LPG
cylinders and stoves under
the Ujjwala Scheme, dis-
closed that Mawbah (Bara-
pathar) boasts the highest
number of consumers in the
vicinity. Refilling the empty
cylinders ofhouseholds here
keeps the agency occupicd
for 15 to 20 days every
month

Mawbah (Barapathar)
proudly embraces its cos-
mopolitan charactcr, where
people from diverse reli-
gious backgrounds coexist
harmoniously. Placcs of
worship for various religious
groups prominently dot the
village landscape, along-
side cremation and burial
grounds representing all

lady and they call her aunty.
This lady even has the guts to
visit her husband's village in
the guise ofan aunty.

We the Hynftiew Trep
and the Northeast Indians do
not matter to the mainland
Indians and their words of
comfortand encouragements
do not synchronise with their
deeds.

We thought things have
changed with the advent of
the current Union Govern-
ment which showed some
interest in our people and
our region but wc feel be-
trayed yet again. This time
the betrayal comcs as a bolt
from the blue with the move
to rename our Great Nation
from India to Bharat.

Ascitizens of Meghalaya
and the states of the North-
east we must not subscribe
to this move but we must
put forward our objections
instead Whilst the name may-
be suitable for the rest o f the
country, it is not suitable for
the Northeast bccausc we
were never under the differ-
ent Rajas and Maharajas at
any point of time before the
British colonisation. And our
pcoplc/racc have no com-
mon historical or religious
or customary or traditional
background to share with
the different kingdoms of
pr- British or the pre-in-
dependent era of India. We
arc different from the rest
and our nation is home to
many cthnic communities
that are also different from
the majority therefore let us
be as we arc.

1 further appeal to all the
Hynftiew Trep people to
wake up and feel the pulseof
the dominating majority and
stand steadfast to the causc
of preserving our identity
before we get submerged in
the ocean o f majoritarianism.
I also appeal to the other
North-eastern brethren to
consider this very important
matter and voicc against it
before it becomes too laic.

As a nation India had
done well in many spheres,
and we hold our country in
high regard but imposing on
us this generalization will Ik
an act o ftyranny towards the
tribals of Northeast and the
cthnic minorities o f India.

faiths. A notable addition to
the public amenities during
shri Paul Lyngdoh’s urban
ministership is the clectric
crematorium situated on
their village outskirts. This
facility stands as a testament
to modem, cco-fricndly cre-
mation practiccs and serves
as the final resting placc for
individuals from far and
wide.

Residents of Mawbah
(Barapathar) arc fortunate
to have access to the wcll-rc-
gardcd government RP Chest
Hospital elose by. During
Shri Ardhendu Chaudhuri's
tenure as MLA. a substantial
overhead water reservoir
tank was constructed, sig-
nificantly improving the
village's access to potable
water. Thanks to the Ar-
dhcndu Chaudhuri Trust,
free mid-day meals arc pro-
vided nearby daily to those
in need.

However, the village
faccs a pressing concern
due to its sole motorablc
road. Despite the concrete
lining on one side, this road
is gradually narrowing. The
presence of a parallel shal-
low drainage system on the
opposite side has contributed
to this issue, with continu-
ous sullagc water erosion
causing the road to shrink
over time. Regrettably, this
lengthy drain has remained
unattended for quite some
time. Our current MLA has
made public commitments
to transform the 18 West
Shillong Constituency into
a model one. and we hope
that the vital lifeline road of
Mawbah (Barapathar) will
soon undergo much-nccdcd
repairs. We pledge to extend
our full cooperation to fulfil
this commitment.

Yoursctc.,
Krishna Chettri
Shillong -2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on ihis page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
the Shillong times
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Xi’s absence
at G20

By Srikanth Kondupalli

A week before the mega
eventin New Delhi, China’s
President Xi Jinping an-
nounced that he would not
beable to nake it to the G20
meeting, the most power-
ful economic grouping in
the world today. China’s
foreign ministry stated that
instead o  Xi, his protege and
number two in the Chinese
political hcrarchy Premier
Li Qiang svould attend the
meeting.

No reasjns for Xi’s deci-
sion have been made public
thusgivingrisc to speculation
surroundirg his ill health,
severe domestic economic
woes, intensification of po-
litical faciional struggles,
dismissal vfforeign minister
Qin Gang, armed stalemate
on the borders with India
since the Galwan incident in
June 2020and the release of
maps showcasing irredentist
claims, spite of India, the
debilitating Ukraine con-
flict. and China's military
adventurism.

Speculation s rife about
the hcalti condition of
President Xi Jinping who
has a penchant for con-
ducting n-cga events and
going on foreign jaunts
The pandcmic may have
dampened these outreach
programmes. This year, for
instance, Xi visited Moscow
in March and Johannesburg
last month, skipping the
Southeast Asian summit
meetings, G20 and others.
Xi even skipped the BRICS
Business Forum meeting
at Johann;sburg. China's
opaque system, however,
docs not p;rmit scrutiny of
its political leaders.

A more plausible reason
for Xi's absence at the G20
meeting is traccd to the
worsening economic woes
ofChina. While China main-
tained an average economic
growth raic of 10 percent
during the Deng Xiaoping-
Jiang Zemin-llu Jintao era
it has conc down to 3.3
percent last year. This year,
China's parliament proposed
a 5 percent growth rate.
However, the PMI indica-
tors - measuring factory-
output - ate low in the first
two quartets of thisyear. The
pandcmic that originated
in Wuhan and the policies
thereafter, proved to be di-
sastrous. Rati estate - which
consumed nearly 11 percent
of the nation’s economic
output - isin a state of dis-
array. affecting hundreds of
millions of savings.

As pointed out by the
Japanese newspaper Nik-
kei, economic mismanage-
ment led to the intensifica-
tion of intra-party factional
struggles. Previously, Xi
decimated the rival factions
in the communist party « no-
tably the Communist Youth
League - at the last year’s
20th party congress, thus
disturbing the delicatc po-
litical balancc in the party.
It was reported that the party
“elders” criticised Xi at the
Beidaihe meeting or “sum-
mer summit" held annually
in Hebei province.

While personal scandals
surrounding the then foreign
minister Qin Gang allegedly
with media personality Fu
Xiaotian arc said to be re-
sponsible for his dismissal
from office, political fac-
tional struggles are also
among th; main reasons
in this cpiiodc given Qin's
proximity to Xi. More such
political dismissalscould be
cxpected in China

In fact, a number of high-
level party cadres arc under
“investigation” recently - a
euphemism for corruption
or other scandals. Religious
affairs licad Cui Maohu was
sacked for taking bribes.
Admiral Chen Dongfang,
the head of the military
court was dismissed. Cur-
rent defence minister Gen
Li Shangfu is also said to be
under “investigation”.

Xi’s absence from the
Delhi G20 meet is also be-
ing traced to the “abnormal™”
bilateral rcations with India
since the Chinese military
marched into Aksai Chin-
Ladakh area in late 2019

disregarding the threc-dc-
cadc confidence building
measures between the two
countries. China’s military
forays also resulted in the
killing of 20 Indian soldiers
onJune 15,2020 thatmarred
bilateral relations. Despite
the promise in February
2021 by the two dcfence
ministries for "disengage-
ment and de-escalation” in
“all friction points™ across
this border, and despite 19
Corps Commanders meet-
ing. the issue is still not
resolved. China’s Ministry
ofNatural Resources releas-
ing a few- days ago a modi-
fied map and renaming of
place names in the eastern
and western sectors of the
border further vitiated the
atmosphere.

While the G20 is a mul-
tilateral initiative and the
Galwan incident is a bilat-
eral issue, the atmospherics
between the two countries
remains tense. The Galwan
incident influenced the per-
ception of both countries

spilling over into negative
perceptions earned forward
at multilateral fora like the
BRICS and G20.

Tensions in bilateral re-
lations have spilled over
into the multilateral domain
and it is suggested that Xi
skipped the G20 meeting to
belittle India. Such tenden-
cies indeed are noticeable
recently in China. For in-
stance, former foreign min-
ister Yang Jicchi tried to shut
down the Southeast Asian
countries by saying that
they arc “small” and China
is "big” - exhibiting coer-
cive diplomatic tendencies.
President Xi himselfchided
the Canadian Prime Minister
at the Bali summit meeting
0fthcG 20 last year.

Ifthe Ddhi G20 meeting
is seen as a coming out party
for India's rise in the inter-
national system, then China,
the second largest economy
in the world and staking
claims for Asian and global
leadership, needs to act
While the joint statements
between India and China
mentioned support for the
“simultaneous rise” of these
two countries, that remains
elusive. China began invest-
ing in "failing States” rather
than in a rising India with
gco-political considerations
overweighting lucrative gco-
cconomic prospects.

Given the growing power
differentials and China’s
global hcgemonic ambi-
tions. it is also observed
that Xi attends mega events
where his country has some
clout and skips those that
could put China in a light
spotlight and raise questions
related to accountability and
responsibility. Selective ap-
pearances could enhance the
aura ofan emerging "Middle
Kingdom" or so the Chinese
leaders think.

The ongoing Ukraine
conflict is another reason for
Xi skipping thcG 20 meeting
at Delhi. The previous Bali
summit proved to be the bat-
tle ground for major power
rivalry and it spilled over
into the various meetings
held in India in the last one
year. When president Putin
is not present at the Delhi
G20. Xi’s presence could
only attract severe criticism
regarding "limitless partner-
ship” with Russia. China
was isolated internationally
in the 1950s and 1960s and
Xi's Delhi G20 appearance
held such prospects. Wisely.
Xi has deflected the "nega-
tive force” by skipping the
Delhi G20 meeting.

While the absence of the
leader of the 2nd largest
economy is being felt at the
New Delhi G20. Xi's second
in command is attending the
meeting. Even though Pre-
mier Li Qiang is a novice in
the Chinese political system
"helicoptered’ directly into
the higher reaches, he is
known to favour globalisa-
tion, a key G20 issue.

(Dr. Srikanth Konda-
Imlli is Dean ofthe School
of International Studies
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (email:editor(fi
thehillionpress.org)
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Kissing your pet? Risk of disease is small but real

ur relationship with pets
has changed drastically
in rccent decades. Pet
ownership is at an all-time high,
with a rccent survey finding 69%
of Australian households have at
least one pet. Wc spend an esti-
mated $20 billion every year on
caring for our fur babies.

W hile owniag a pet is linked
to numerous mental and physi-
cal health benefits, our pets can
also harbour infectious diseases
that can sometimes be passed
on to us. For most people, the
risk is low

But some, such as pregnant
people and those with weakened
immune systems, are at greater
risk of getting sick from ani-
mals. So. it's important to know
the risks and take necessary pre-
cautions to prevent infections.

WHAT DISEASES
CAN PETS CARRY?

Infectious diseases that move
from animals to humans are
called zoonotic diseases or
7nnniKi<«  Mon’ than 70 patho-
gens of companion animals arc
known to be transmissible to
people.

Sometimes, a pet that has a

zoonotic pathogen may look
sick. But often there may be
no visible symptoms, making

it easier for you to catch it,
because you don't suspect your
pet of harbouring germs

Zoonoses can be transmitted
directly from pets to humans,
such as through contact with
saliva, bodily fluids and facccs,
or indirectly, such as through
contact with contaminated bed-
ding. soil, food or water

Studies suggest the preva-
lence of pet-associated zoonoses
is low. However, the true number
of infections is likely underesti-
mated since many zoonoses arc
not “notifiable”, or may have
multiple exposure pathways or
generic symptoms

Dogs and cats are major res-
ervoirs of zoonotic infections

saliva.

Dogs also commonly carry
Capnocytophaga bactcria in
their mouths and saliva, which
can be transmitted to people
through close contact or bites.
The vast majority of people
won't get sick, but these bactcria
can occasionally cause infec-
tions in people with weakened
immune systems, resulting in

handling your cat's litter tray

Cats can also sometimes trans-
mit infections through bites and
scratches, including the aptly
named cat scratch disease, which
is caused by the bacterium Bar-
tonella henselae

Both dogs and cats arc also
reservoirs for methicillin-rc-
sistant bactcrium Staphylococ-
cus aureus (MRSA). with close

infection which causes pneumo-
nia. Contact with pet turtles has
been linked to Salmonella infec-
tions in humans, particularly in
young children. Even pet fish
have been linked to a range of
bacterial infections in humans,
including vibriosis, mycobacte-
riosis and salmonellosis.

Close contact with animals

and some behaviours in par-
ticular  increase the risk of
zoonotic transmission. A study
from the Netherlands found halif
of owners allowed pets to lick
their faces, and 18% allowed

Tips for good hygiene

O Washing your hands after playing with your pet
and after handling (heir bedding, toys, or cleaning up

faeces

O Not allowing your pets to lick your face or open

wounds

O Supervising young children when they are playing
with pets and when washing their hands after playing

with pets

O Wearing gloves When changing litter trays or

cleaning aquariums

O Wetting bird cage surfaces when cleaning to

minimise aerosols

O Keeping pets out of the kitchen (especially cats
who can jump onto food preparation surfaces)

O Keeping up to date with preventative veterinary
care, including vaccinations and worm and tick

treatments

O Seeking veterinary care if you think your pet is

unwell.

linked to occasional zoonotic
infections in pet owners. In one
ease, a woman in Japan devel-
oped meningitis due to Pasteur-
clla multicoda infection, after
regularly kissing her dog's facc.
These bacteria are often found
in the oral cavities of dogs and
cats.

Young children are also more
likely to engage in behaviours
which increase their risk of
getting sick from animal-borne
diseases such as putting their
hands in their mouth after touch-
ing pets. Children arc also less

ous illness. These people in-
clude the young, old. pregnant
and immunosuppresscd

For example, while most
people infected with the toxo-
plasmosis parasite will experi-
ence only mild illness, it can be
life-threatening or causc birth
defects in foetuses.

WHAT IF I'M WORRIED
ABOUT CATCHING A
DISEASE FROM MY PET?

It is especially important for
those w-ho are at a higher risk of

(meaning the pathogens natu-

rally live in their population)
caused by viruses, bactcria,
fungi and parasites. In endemic

regions in Africa and Asia, dogs plasmosis
are the main sourcc of rabies

which is transmitted through

the world's biggest populations of great

white sharks (Carcharodon carcharias). Sub-
stantial declines have been observed, however,
in placcs where the sharks normally gather on
the coast of the Western Cape province. Sharks
congregate at these locations to feed, interact
socially, or rest.

In Cape Town, skilled "shark spotters’ docu-
mented a peak of over 300 great white shark
sightings across eight beaches in 201 I. but have
recorded no sightings sincc 2019. These declines
have sparked concerns about the overall conserva-
tion status of the spccics.

Conserving great white sharks is vital becausc
they have a pivotal role in marine ecosystems.
As top predators, they help maintain the health
and balance of marine food webs. Their presence
influences the behaviour of other marine animals,
affccting the entire ecosystem’s structure and
stability

Marine biologists like us needed to know
whether the decline in shark numbers in the West-
ern Cape indicated changes in the whole South
African population or whether the sharks had
moved to a different location.

To investigate this problem, wc undertook an
extensive study using data collccted by scientists,
tour operators and shore anglers. We examined the
trends over time in abundance and shifts in distri-
bution across ihe sharks' South African range.

Our investigation revealed significant differ-
ences in the abjndancc at primary gathering sites.
There were dcclincs at some locations: others
showxd increases or stability. Overall, there ap-
pears to be a stable trend. This suggests that white
shark numbers have remained constant sincc they
were given protection in 1991.

Looking at tic potential change in the distribu-
tion of sharks between locations, wc discovered a
shift in human-shark interactions from the W est-
ern C'apc to the Eastern Cape. More research is
required to be sure whether the sharks that van-
ished from the Western Cape arc the same sharks
documented along the Eastern Cape.

The stable population of white sharks is reas-
suring, but the distribution shift introduces its
own challenges, such as the risk posed by fish-
eries. and the need for beach management. So
there is a need for better monitoring of where
the sharks arc

Saulh Africa is renowned for having one of

Factors influencing shark movements

We recorded the biggest changes between 2015
and 2020. For example, at Seal Island. False Bay
(Western Cape], shark sightings declined from 2.5
sightings per lour in 2005 to 0.6 in 2017. Shift-
ing eastward tc Algoa Bay, in 2013. shore anglers
caught only sic individual sharks. By 2019. this
figure had risen to 59

The changcs at each site arc complex, how-
ever. Understanding the patterns remains chal-
lenging

These predators can live for more than 70 years
Each life stage comcs with distinct behaviours:
juveniles, especially males, tend to stay close to

spread by the faecal-oral route,
such as giardiasis, campylobac-
teriosis. salmonellosis and toxo-
This means it's es-
pecially important to wash your
hands or use gloves whenever

severe illness and sometimes contact with pets identified
death. Just last week, such a as an important risk factor for
death was reported in Western zoonotic transmission
Australia.

Cat-associated zoonoses in- BIRDS, TURTLES
clude a number of illnesses & FISH CAN ALSO

TRANSMIT DISEASE

But it's not just dogs and cats
that can spread diseases to hu-
mans. Pet birds can occasionally
transmit psittacosis. a bacterial

dogs to share their bed. (Sharing
a bed increases the duration of
exposure to pathogens carried by
pets.) The same study found 45%
of cat owners allowed their cat
to jump onto the kitchcn sink
Kissing pete has also been

into contact

The great white
migration in the
Rainbow Nation

the coastline, while sub-adults and adults,
ticularly females, venture offshore.

Environmental factors like water temperature,
lunar phase, season and food availability further
influence their movement patterns

Changes in the climatc and occan over extended
periods might also come into play.

As adaptable predators, they targeta wide range
of prey and thrive in a broad range of tempera-
tures. with a preference for 14 24°C. Their migra-

par-

tory nature allows them to seek optimal conditions
when faced with unfavourable environments

Predation of sharks by killer whales

The movement complexity deepens with the in-
volvement of specialist killer whales with a taste
for shark livers. Recently, these apex predators
have been observed preying on white, scvengill
and bronze whaler sharks.

likely to wash their hands prop-
erly after handling pets.
Although anybody who comes
with a zoonotic
pathogen via their pet can be-
come sick, certain people arc
more likely to suffer from seri-

illness to take precautions to re-
duce their exposure to zoonotic
pathogens. And if you're think-
ing about getting a pet. ask your
vet which type of animal would
best suit your personal circum-
stances. (The Conversation)

Cases were first documented in 2015 along the
South African coast, coinciding with significant
behavioural shifts in white sharks within Gan-
shaai and False Bay

Although a dircct causc-and-cffcct link is not
firmly established, observations and tracking data
support the notion of a distinct flight response
among white sharks following confirmed preda-
tion incidents.

More recently, it was clear that in Mosscl Bay,
when a killer whale pod killed at least three white
sharks, the remaining sharks were prompted to
leave the area.

Survival and conservation of sharks

The risk landscape for white sharks is com-
plex. A study published in 2022 showed a notable
overlap of white sharks with longlinc and gillnct
fisheries, extending across 25% of South Africa’s
Exclusive Economic Zone. The sharks spent 15%
of their time exposed to these fisheries.

The highest white shark catchcs were reported
in KwaZzulu-Natal, averaging around 32 per year.
This emphasised the need to combine shark move-
ment w th reliable catch records to assess risks
to shark populations

As skark movement patterns shift eastward,
the potential change in risk must be considered
Increased overlap between white sharks, shark
nets, dnm lines (baited hooks) and gllincts might
increase the likelihood of captures.

Beaeli safety and management adaptation

Although shark bites remain a low risk, chang-
ing shark movements could also influence beach
safety. The presence of sharks can influence hu-
man activities, particularly in popular swimming
and water sports areas. Adjusting existing shark
management strategics might be ncccssary as
distributions change

Increased signage, temporary beach closures,
or improved education about shark behaviour
might be needed

In Cape Town, for example, shark spotters have
adjusted their efforts on specific beaches. Fol-
lowing two fatal shark incidents in 2022. their
programme expanded to Plettcnberg Bay. Anec-
dotal evidence highlights additional Eastern Cape
locations where surfers and divers encounter more
white sharks than before.

Enhanced monitoring and
long-term programmes

Further research is required to understand the
factors behind the movements of sharks and their
impact ~n distribution over space and time. Our
study underscores the importance of standardis-
ing dat<. collection methods to generate reliable
abundance statistics across their entire range
Other countries suffer from the same problem.

Addi ionally. wc propose establishing long-
term monitoring programmes along the Eastern
Cape ard continuing w-ork to reduce the number
of shark deaths. (The Conversation)
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estled within the vast

expanse of Eurasia lies

a land of remarkable di-
versity. where history, culture,
and natural beauty converge to
create a tapestry of wonders, and
Russia's capital Moscow is home
to some iconic landmarks

St. Basil Cathedral on the Red
Square is probably the most rec-
ognisable building in Moscow.
It's breath-taking at night when
buildings are illuminated.

Adjacent to it is the Kremlin,
the scat of the Russian gov-
ernment; then there is Bolshoi
Theatre, renowned for classical
ballet and opeia performances;
the Gorky Park,a stunning urban
landscape with walking paths
- these along with parade of
decorated and brightly lit boats
floating along the river Moskva
can be perfect sites for Indians
who think of planning a holiday
in Europe.

The Moscow City Tourism
Committee has launched a se-
ries of measures to woo Indian
tourists who were reluctant to
go to the city in the wake of the
Ukraine conflict. After intro-
ducing c-visas. Russia is now
pushing for an c-payment sys-
tem which will allow Indians to
apply remotely for a bank card
for mirror payments in Russia
and transfer msncy from India
to Russia.

The weakening of the ruble
due to recent political events
removes the exchange rate dif-
ference for Indians.

Moscow is a city where past
and present co-exists harmoni-
ously. Wander through the metic-
ulously adorned Metro stations,
each station a work of art with
intricate wall sculptures telling
stories of cenuries of change
Yes, there can be a language bar-
rier for Indians visiting Moscow,

but English proficiency has been well.”
on the rise, especially among  Apart from
younger generations and those can use

working in the travel industry
The head of he International
Cooperation Division of Mos-
cow City Tourism Committee
Bulat Nurmukhinov said: "There
are 6-7 tourist centres as well as
a call centre in Moscow to help
with information in English as
well as download links in Eng-
lish. Most decent restaurants
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have menus in English,
are encouraging them to trans-
late into Arabic and Chinese as

this,
language
apps to bridge the language gap.
Smartphones apps
translate can also help.

Going further.
bassy's Economic Wing deputy
head Rajnish Patidar said,
Indian Embassy will be organis-
ing several round table meetings
in Moscow from September 12
to 16 with tour operators from

both the countries to facilitate
tie-ups. There wil be social
media influcncers and a delega-
tion from the Kerala government
also

Yana Lyubina. an accredited
guide working with DS Tours
Travel Agency, said: “Russia
offers a unique vacation option
that is diverse in impressions
and fits perfectly into the stan-
dard 7-10 days for which annual
vacations in India arc tradi-
tionally planned. Iri a week, a
tourist can visit two completely
different capitals - Moscow and

and wc

travellers
translation

like google
Indian Em-

the
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St. Petersburg and noteworthy mukhanov said
satellite cities.”

A city of contrasts and sur-
prises. Moscow has several
skyscrapers co-existing with
ancient churches, and Soviet era
structures where tradition and
innovation blend and culture and
entertainment abound.

"Lots of Arabs. Chinese arc
already visiting Moscow, and
we hope to pass on the message
to Indians that Moscow is a
very attractive destination for
foreigners and it is warm and
welcoming to everyone,” Nur-

taurants.
tional

ian restaurants
are proactive

added.

Moscow's culinary scene is as
diverse as the city. One can sa-
vour traditional Russian dishes
like borscht (beetroot soup) and
blini (traditional pancakes), or
indulge in international cuisine
at world-class restaurants
“There are some
which provide tradi-
Indian food and some
more are coming, even vegetar-

in responding to
market demand,” Nurmukhanov

(SEVEN)

Unique Moscow may be new go-to
European destination for Indians

Indian tourists normally visit
Moscow in summer, but the city
wears a magical cloak in winter,
which is called white winter,
when snow blankets the city,
creating a winter wonderland
straight from the pages of a
fairy tale.

As you bid farewell to Mos-
cow. take home the memories
of every cobblestone you saw,
the hidden secret of every dome
you came across, but don’t for-
get to leave your own mark on
its vibrant and ever-changing
landscape. (1ASS)

Indiin res-

Our businesses

Behavioural hacks
for mindful eating

quently reduced to ingredient lists, calo-

rie counts, or transient visuals on social
platforms today. Images of supposedly perfect
bodies, diets that promise quick results, and the
unrelenting pursuit of physical ideals surround
us. However, if you're prepared to adopt a dif-
ferent strategy that draws on the knowledge of
our forebears, mindful eating is a route worth
taking. This age-old method offers a unique path
of transformation.

Mindful eating strengthens the relationship
with food, realising how it affects physical and
mental health: it is a transformative journey that
simply comes with practice. Fitelo solves one

rc you tired of the never-ending cycle
Aof overeating and dieting? Food is fre-

of the biggest problems associated with obesity,
which is obesity bounce-back. With roots in
physiology, psychology, and technology, Fitelo
focuses on habit formation and lifestyle correc-
tion with an integration of Artificial Intelligence
(A1) and Human Intelligence (H1). Wc encour-
age mindful eating and analyse each customer’s
unique nutrition and fitness requirements while
providing them with customised diet charts for
weight loss.

sahil Bansal, co-founder, and CEO of Fitelo
shares with IANSIifc ten behavioral hacks for
mindful eating.
Kal slowly and control your food portion:
When we cat quickly, we end up eating more
than required and don't have control over food
intake. On the other hand, chewing slowly al-
lows the body to break down the food, there by
preventing digestive problems. This technique
will help you to reduce your caloric intake by
up lo 10 pier ci*nt
small plates big impact: Your brain takes 15-20
minutes to understand if your stomach is full. A
bigger plate has more space to adjust a few extra

dishes and you will end up eating more. Replac-
ing it with a small plate can prevent you from
overloading your plate and help you maintain a
mieeladthy weight.

Stay away from sugar: A sugary pitfall is hidden
in every meal, from morning breakfast to mid-
day lassi. Wc must be cautious about ‘what we
eat/drink’ bccause some foods might be high in
sugar and low in nutrients, making the weight loss
journey difficult. While a glass of lassi might be
considetcd healthy and tempt you to take a few
sips, a single serving can contain up to 30 gm of
added sugar, which is more than the recommended
daily iniakc

Packaged fruit juiccs arc not as healthy as
they may appear: Fruit juices might appear
healthy but are a hidden source of sugar and ar-
tificial sweeteners. A single cup of ready-made/
packaged fruit juice can contain up to 20 gm of
sugar, nearly reaching the daily intake limit.
Some irdividuals might also consider cereals
as a convenient breakfast, but they can also be
a sugar> trap. One bowl of breakfast cereal can
contain as much as 12 gm of sugar

Excess Sodium can also make you fat and cause
multiple health Issues: Packaged snacks offer
convenience but at a nutritional cost. A small INR
20 packct of chips can contain up to 300-400 mg
ofsodiun. An individual is recommended to limit
the intake of sodium up to 1500 mg per day. as
per guidelines issued by the American College of
Cardiology and physicians worldwide

Consume more seasonal grains: With superior
taste, cost savings, and cnvironmcnt-fricndlincss,
seasonal produce shines brightly. By incorporat-
ing fresh flavors, your plate bccomes a reflection
of the changing seasons, promoting wellness
within.

Don't cook food on high flame: Treat your food
with carc. To retain healthy nutrients, avoid high
flames. Selecting mellow cooking methods will
help in retaining the nutrients in food and improve
overall wellbeing.

Plate over Bag: The best way to conquer the
snack attack: Eating from a plate is always bet-
ter than eating from a packet/bag when enjoying
chips, popcorn, or nachos. When eating from a
bag. we lend to overeat as we do not have a visual
cue of food intake. W hereas, plate usage allows
us to mcnitor consumption and indicate when to
slow down

Avoid fad diets: When on a wcight-loss journey,
long-term permanent results should always be
your ultimate goal. Fad diets have their own set
of restrictions and can lead to nutrient deficien-
cies. These diets not only hamper the phvsical
hut »lcmh.- mental health of an individual Form
on changing your dietary patterns and make habit
transformations to achieve long-term results in
your weight loss journey. (IANSlife)
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“We haveto talk about liberating minds
as wellas liberating society. ”

—Angela Davis
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G20 and corridor

THE two-day G20 Summit ended in New Delhi
on Sunday after the release ofajoint declaration
as usual and the handover ofthe term-linked presi-
dency from India to Brazil, at the handso f Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi and Brazilian President
Lula Da Silva. No earth-shaking decisions were
expected nor were attempted at this time too. The
over 10,000 word-strong declaration is full with
the usual affirmations, rc-affirmations, commit-
ments, re-cmphasizes and more, many of which
might hopefully be pursued to their logical ends.
The officials engaged in the drafting ofsuch reso-
lutions have away with words and the end results
might not always be as shining as one might ex-
pect. Yet, the assertions at such global jamborees
might form the basis for the evolution of a better
world. In this context, the announcement o fa new
economic corridor linking South Asia, the Middle
East and Europe came as a pleasant surprise.

Ai ihestariofihe meeting, all eyes wereon wluu
the grouping would say on the present escalated
phase of Russia-Ukraine conflict from February'
last year. The 18-month-old war has seen the
death of over 62,000 persons and displacement
of over I.7crore people. While the US and the
European nations are strongly backing Ukraine,
India avoided taking sides. India helped hammer
outa ‘consensus’; meaning the matterwas, at best,
left to where itstood. The meeting “underscored”
thatall states must act in a manner consistent with
the purposes and principles of the UN chartcr,
refrain from threat or use or force to seek territo-
rial acquisition, and emphasized that the “use of
nuclear weapons is inadmissible.” The meeting
“reaffirmed” that G20 is the premier forum for
international economic cooperation and not a
platform to resolve geopolitical and security is-
sues. Notably. Russian president Vladimir Putin
and Chinese president Xi Jinping stayed away
from the meet and sent only their representatives

to Delhi

Pjtin because of the Ukraine war and

Xi due to China’s strained tics with the US and

India on multiple fronts.

The plan fora new economic corridor, revealed
on the first day of the meet, drew global atten-
tion, though the announcement was made on the
sidelines of the G20 meet. An economic corridor
between India and the Gulf region for smooth
movement ofgoods and their transportation from
the Gulfto Europe via rail, involves also the UAE.
Saudi Arabia Jordan, Israel, France. Germany.
Italy and EU. This would link South Asia, the

Middle East and Europe

and could be a coun-

ter to China's Belt and Road initiative in which
Pakistan is also closely involved. Xi’s absence at
the meet is now better understood.

Strange
statements bv
KHADC '
Editor.

Recently the KHADC
made a statement - “Can’t
prevent Khasi vomcn from
manrying outsid; communi-
ty.” And that from no less titan
thcCEM is shocking. | some
ways itsounds like the Taliban
sort of rule .Why must we
tinker with the mitrilincal sys-
tem which is wcl establish'd

As wc arc aware, the
“Food Safely and Standards
(Packaging and Labelling)
Regulations. 2011" specified
that in addition to general la-
belling o f prc-packaged foods,
every package of food, inter
alia, shall carry the informa-
tion on date of manufacture
or packing. Separately, the
regulation also provides that
in ease any package contains
commodity which has a short
shelf-life of less than three
months, the date, month and
year in which the commodity

MDA: Audacity of
normalizing corruption

Antonio Guterres, the
ninth Secretary-General of
the United Nations said,
“Corruption is criminal, im-
moral. and the ultimate be-
trayal of public trust.” Every
politician or government
that indulges in corruption
betrays the public who has
put their trust in them. And o f
coursc, corruption can be in
many waysor forms. Corrup-
tion is not new in Meghalaya
and has happened in the past
but the scalc of corruption in
the last six or seven years has
grown atan alarming rate and
corruption is being executed
blatantly.

NPP-lcd MDA in its

earlier incarnation

The illegal transportation
of coal despite the ban has
put the previous govern-
ment in a bad light and the
court intervention has added
more weight to the allegation
against it. In its earlier incar-
nation. the NPP-lcd MDA
government was blamed for
patronizing a certain section
of the population which en-
joys undue advantage from
the illegal activities. Later the
public even gave the group
ofpeople that benefited from
the illegal transportation and
they were known as the in-
famous “high-level” group.
The illegal transportation of
coal in the state in the last
five years could only have
happened with support from
the authorities.

The collapse of the dome
oftheAssembly building and
the sub-standard construction
ofthe Interstate Bus Terminal
are two other incidents that
only justify the allegations
of corruption against the
government. The NPP has
not even come up with a
public statement on the al-
legations that the contractor
who constructed the Assem-
bly building and the party's
permanent office is the same
and therefore this constitutes
conflict of interest.

Political Appointments

This Government is mak-
ing political appointments
left right and centre and every
post comes with a cost. These
appointments were made
just to accommodate party
leaders who have lost the
elections and recently there
were defeated MLAs from
other parties who had de-
fected to NPP in expectation
of the benefits. Sadly, even
supporters who had rendered
scrvice to the party were
provided with political posts,
even though they neither had
the qualifications nor the
0 take on those
ties. The ques-
tion that the public needs to
ask is. whether these appoint-
mentsare nccessary and how

on die personsconsumingsuch
items.

The lack of consumer
awareness is palpable given
the fact that there has hardly
been any resistance on the
part of the consumers. It is
also bewildering that such
situations have persi

By //// Mohrmen

much have tiesc political
appointeescontributed to the
welfare of the public and the
development of the state?
The public expected the
new party which has just
appeared in the political
landscape of he state to do
something to curb this very
dangerous tread. Sadly, even
VPP which claimed to take
the bull by its horns and clean
corruption and malpractice in
the state isstil keeping mum
on the issue ti Idate.
Temporary appointments
at government’s offices
Temporary appointment
in the different departments
in the state is another il-
legal activity that is going
on in broad daylight in the
state now. The respective
department heads purposely
do not inform the District
Selection Committees or the
Meghalaya Public Scrvicc
Commission asthe case may
be ofthe vacancies. Inaclear
case of officcr-politician
nexus, the posts were instead
filled with supporters of the
MLA of the respective areas
only, llie modus opcrandi is
that the ofliccr makes these
appointments on the rec-
ommendations of the MLA
and this has happened even
though there was an earlier
order which prohibited ap-
pointment toany government
post except b> the DSCs and
MPSC. Insofar as illegal ap-
pointmentsareconccmed no
other government can beat
the NPP-lcd MDA in this.
Road and Irfrastructurc
Thecondition o fthe roads
and other government infra-
structure leaves much to be
desired. Hie poorand shod-
dy work can be seen in the
condition ofilk Jowai bypass
road. It may be mentioned
that the road was repaired last
year before the elections but
with the onset of summer, and
monsoons, the roads have
caved in. The question is why
roads in the suite have to be
repaired every year and. after
every monsorn season. The
road from Jowai to Shillong
especially the section from
Mukhla to Mawryngkncng
was also repaiicd last year but
it is now- ina dilapidated con-
dition. Whatkind o f repair is
being done, that the roads do
not even last fora year?
Who do we blame for the
bad roads thai wc have? Do
wc blame the contractor or
the engineers” In private, the
engineer will always confide
that they have noother option
butto follow die order of the
politicians. If the engineer
and the other ground staffdo
not toe the lin; then they arc

information provided by the
authorities. On my recent visit
to the registration desk. | was
informed that the OBC cer-
tificate form was

threatened with transfer to
distant places.
The Businessman/woman
politicians

The main causc of the
substandard construction
of the different projects in
the state is the contractor-
politicians nexus. The nexus
has benefitted the politicians
and the contractors but at the
cost of the public exchequer
with the public at the receiv-
ing end of development
Engineers or scctional staff
who are supposed to monitor
the quality of work can do
nothing bccause the nexus
renders them useless

Theimminent threat to the
state is notjust the polilician-
husincssmen nexus but in the
case of Meghalaya the fact
that politicians themselves
arc businessmen or women
and they don't see that to
be a problem. Businessman1
woman politicians have no
qualms in identifying them-
selves as businessmen or
women. Almostall the MLAs
are also contractors or they
are engaged in construction
and government supplier
work through the bcnami
mode. Benami contractors
means that they do not use
their names per sc for any
contract work bccause that
would be a conflict of inter-
est. but they use the names
oftheir nearand dearones to
cxccuic government contract
works in their constituencies.
The question is how they
don’tsec this as a conflict of
interest.

1lence politicians becom-
ing businessmen is the sole
reason that roads in the rural
areas are in a dilapidated
condition. Roads which were
repaired last year arc in a
mess the very next year.

Police and road
side collection

The blatant corruption
that is being committed by
law enforcement agencies is
another illegal activity that
is happening in the state,
and surely with the support
of the government. Both
sShillong and Jowai Bypass
come alive and the roads arc
thriving with illegal activities
as soon as the sun goes down.
These highways have now
become dais of open extor-
tion in broad daylight while
the government is turning
its Nelson's eye to what is
happening. The policc and
the transport department are
engaging in the activities of
collecting money from the
trucks almost daily and yet
the higher-ups say nothing
at all. Unfortunately, every
passerby on the road sees

proccss for obtaining OBC
certificates

Addressing these concerns
will not only serve to uphold

unavailable. However, upon
reviewing the official website
of the district administration

N Fihills.gOv.in/

he rights of
the OBC community but
also contribute to greater
transparency and efficiency

been allowed to continue un-
der the watchful eyes of the
concemed authorities. W arc
left wondering whether the
Food Safety Officers have ever
takenany actions) or initiated
sanctions against such erring
as provided in

Khasis. It’s
an intricate social custom and
any changes would result in a
social upheaval

The report gees on to say
that, the KILAD Cwil Iconic up
with provisions toensure that a
Khasi woman is s ripped o fher
Scheduled Tribe(ST)statusand
deprived of other privileges if
shemarriesanon-.<hasj.” Now
this bitis confusingto me. I fthe
Khasis are a ntarilincal soci-
ety. then how s iiis possible?
How can a child of a Khasi
‘woman, not be a Khasi regard-
less of who she marries? The
constitutional nundatc of the
KHADC as per IxHr website
i (o safeguard tlvir traditional
heritage, customs, practice’s,
usagesand economic security’
ofthe Khasis.

The manner in which the
KHADC is fulfilling this
mandate isbafllhg.

Yours etc.,

G Shabong

Via email

Non-labelling

of packaged
food

Editor.

is or prepared
or pre-packed shall be men-
tioned on ihe label. It further
lays down the manner and
style of how such informa-
tion shall be printed so that it
is legible to the consumer to
enable him or her to make a
reasonable choice at the time
ofpurchase. The “Food Safety
And Standards (LabellingAnd
Display) Regulations. 2020"
interalia, provides that the day.
nxmth and year using the D D
MM/YY formal for products
with a shortshelflifeofup to
3 months sltall be declared in
a particular manner.

However, in our state it is
often observed thal no such
information is printed on the
package o fsome ofour locally
manufactured daily consum-
ables likebread, biscuit, snacks
and even milk, to mention a
few. Even when such informa-
tion is printed it is not legibk*
and the lay consumer is unable
to decipher the information
provided. When the shelf life
of die produel is not known,
the advantage is being taken
by both the sellers and manu-
facturers o fsuch products. Not
only it isan act o f violation o f
the laid down regulations, it

the Food Safety and Standards
regulations?

Hope this jolts the con-
cerned authorities into taking
swifi and appropriate action.

Yoursctc.
D L Wankhar.
Via email

Anomalies
in issuance
ofOBC

certificates

Itditor.

Apropos o fthe letter titled.
“Non issuanceofOBC certifi-
cate” (ST September 7,2023),
which brought to lighta press-
ing issue regarding the issu-
ance 0 fOBC (Other Backward
Classes) certificates, during
my investigation into this mat-
ter. | was told that the issuance
of OBC certificates has alleg-
edly been discontinued sincc
2004. This revelation raises
concerns about the accessibil-
ity of crucial documents for
eligible individuals from the

OBC category.
I'draw your attention to a
potential p in the

(

political/), it isexplicitly men-
tioned that OBC certificates
are issued for eligible ap-
plicants.

This conflicting informa-
tion has created confusion
among those seeking OBC
certificates, furhercompound-
ing the difficulties faccd by
membersofth«OBC commu-
nity. To address this issue and
ensure the restoration of con-
stitutional righfcand privileges
for OBC indiv iduals. | request
the conccmed department to
take the following action.

Clarification and Informa-
tion: The concemed Depart-
ment should provide clear
and consistent information
regarding the availability and
application process for OBC
certificates. This information
should be made easily acces-
sible to the putlic. both online
and offline.

Immediate Availability of
Forms: If OBC certificates
are indeed beng issued, the
department should ensure that
theapplication formsarc rcad-
ily available tointerested indi-
viduals atdesiouted locations,
such as the D Csoffice

Timely Processing: The
Department should streamline
the proccss forobtaining OBC
certificates to ensure that eli-
gible applicant receive them
promptly, without unnecessary
delays. Public Awareness:
Conductawareness campaigns
to inform the OBC commu-
nity about their rights and the

in services.
Yours etc.,

RSarki

Via email

When tourism

backfires!

Editor.

I came across the article
"Maggi Noodles Tourism Kill-
ing Meghalaya.' while | was
scrolling through the news
feed on my phone. I read it
with interest bccausc we face
similar problems here in our
town McLcodganj/Dharam-
shala in HP.

Tourism is important for
Himachal Pradesh and thou-
sandsofpeople depend on it to
cam a livelihood. So, govern-
ments, past and present, have
done what they can to boost
tourism and construction has
been going on ina haphazard
way in many parts of [IP. The
Himalayas have a fragile eco-
system and this monsoon we
saw houses toppling down in
Shimla. roads breaking near
Manali. rocks falling off tix:
hillside and damaging prop-
erty. ctc. There is a popular
trekking destination called
Triund in the mountains above
our town. Itsabouta four-hour
hike uphill: you can only walk
there. Local people set up tents
and chat shops there and dur-
ing the peak summer tourist
season, i.e. May and June,
mon* than 2000 jvcplr rrarh
up every day. Sometimes the

what is happening and even
thechildren traveling on these
roads witness this blatant
misuse of power. The policc
should be ashamed o ftheirac-
tions, but it looks like they no
longer consider it illegal. In
the state of Meghalaya even
weigh bridges of the transport
department arc being run by
private parties and the collec-
tion of money from the truck
without weighing them is
becoming a nile now.
Height of nepotism
The Shillong Times report
questioned the decision of
the state government to ap-
point three members to assist
in the proccss of hiring for

questionable becausc it is a
ease of nepotism as two of
the appointed members are
sons of sitting MLAS while
the third appointee is a close
aide ofanother silting legisla-
tor. Pangsik G Momin. son of
Resubelpara MLA Timothy
D Shira has been named as
vice chairman while Algorc
1) Shira, son of Mcndipathar
MLA MarthonJ Sangma. and
Henry Momin. said to be a
elose aide o f Kharkulta MLA
Rupert W Momin. have been
named as members o fthe dis-
trict selection committee that
is headed by Deputy Com-
missioner. Mitali Chandra
as chairman and Additional
DC, Jude Rangkhu R Marak
as member secretary

The audacity of the MLA
to justify the decision to ap-
point his son as a member of
the DSC of North Garo Hills,
ostensibly to ensure that no
corruption can take placc in
the recruitment process is a
case ofan MLA abusing his
power and the height o f cor-
ruption.

The MDA government un-
der the leadership of the NPP
has moved the bar much high-
erby normalizing corruption
Corruption is not only being
tolerated but it looks like it
is being encouraged by this
government. Nepotism also
happened in the ease when
the government rented a por-
tion o fthe Meghalaya House.
Kolkata and the government
docs not sec it as a clash of
interests bccausc the brother
ofthe Deputy Chief Minister
is involved in the ease.

Fooling people

"You can fool some people
sometimes but you can’t fool
all the people all the time”
says the adage credited to
Abraham Lincoln and made
famous by Robert Nesta Mar-
Iy or Bob Marlcy. How
long and how many more
times will the NPP-lcd MDA
government lie to the public
which has put its trust in the
MLAs?

crowd goes up to 5000. It's a
beautiful placc but it has start-
ed rescmblinga rubbish dump.
A local environment group
known as the Waste Warriors
hired people to collccl and
carry down die rubbish to be
disposed o f properly.

Apart from this wc have
young people from Delhi,
Haryana. Jammu and Punjab,
travelling up in their cars and
making a nuisance of them-
selves. Wcgeta lot of tourists
from Europeand die Americas
so desi people come here to
feast their eyes on them.

About four years ago.
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) came and ordered
almost all chai shops and all
permanent tents to be removed
from Triund. Then they put
some guards where die climb
begins to check what hikers
are taking up and to caution
them to bring back empty
water bottles, wrappers, ctc.
The NGT also directed that
all house constructions in
McLcodganj should not ex-
ceed three four floors.

I've heard thal Sikkim dis-
courages backpackers and
budget travelers. can't argue
about its merits or demerits
but it seems Sikkim is doing
agoodjob. You can take your
own car to Ladakh but once
you reach there, you have to
hire a local car/cab to take
you around. | have visited
Meghalaya and it has a lot
to offer by way of tourism.
hope die Tourism Department
there comes up with something
that's sustainable, feasible,
profitable and helpful to the
people of Meghalaya.

Yours ctc.,
Zos Bluliu,
Via email

Sanatan

(SI1X)

Dharma

and Western
Intellectuals

By Salil Gewali

A person who docs not
properly know (a+b)2 and
perpendicular should not
speak about Integral cal-
culus and Matrix Algebra.
Unlearned political leaders
with sclf- red ambitions
can hardly define Sanatan
Dharma. Sadly, such im-
mature people often hold
sway over huge, unsuspect-
ing masses in society. Such
fanatic leaders, as in Europe's
post-medieval period, usually
lead crowd; into the darkness
of ignorance.

Unlike inthe West, "Dhar-
ma" (religion) in the ancient
scriptures refers to a fardeep-
er meaning. Ifyou go into it
deeply, yoj will be amazed
to find thatit carries under its
wing the intellectual wisdom
of the highest order.

Some ascctic said if any-
one truly wants to know the
depth ofSuntan Dharma. as
enshrined in ancient texts,
then he must go into soli-
tude. Learning to swim in
the “stillness” within the
practicc of meditation alone
helps prepare one to feel

Icctual wisdom bowled over
scientists like Schriklinger
and Oppenhcimer almost a
century ago. SchrOdinger,
in his deeper studieso f "par-
ticle” and "wave function",
concluded: "The unity and
continuity of Vedantaare re-
flected in tix; unity and con-
tinuity of wave mechanics.
This is entirely consistent
with the Vedanta concept
ofall in one.” Please note
that SchrCdinger's "Wave
Equation” revolutionized
the field of quantum me-
chanics and paved the way
for numerous technological
advancements. Its applica-
tion in understanding the
behaviour of particlcs at
the clcetromagnctic level
has not only enabled the
development of a plethora
ofmodem electronic dcvices
butalso played a crucial role
in satellite communication
Quantum enhanced GPS
spacc exploration, ct al.
David Bolim. Eugene
Wigner. David Joscph-
son. Carl Sagan. Archibald
Wheeler. Charles Townes.

“Some ascetic said ifanyone truly wants
to know the depth o fSanatan Dharma,
as enshrined in ancient texts, then he
mustgo into solitude. Learning to swim
in the "stillness" within the practice o f
meditation alone helps prepare one to
feet what exactly Dharma is. As per the
ancient scriptures, ‘Sanatan Dharma’
literally means “eternal and universal
laws or principles™thatgovern
everything and everyone, irrespective
ofculture, race, religion, belief,
andpractice. ”

what exactly Dharma is. As
per the ancient scriptures
*Sanatan Dharma literally
means "eternal and universal
laws o principles” that gov-
erneverythingand everyone,
irrespective of culture, racc
religion, belief, and practicc
Dhannic or spiritual practices
should not be touched by the
blemishes of the material
world. One has to transcend
the mundane world and take
flight to a higher dimension
through sdf-practicc. There
is no qucs ion of hatred for
others in Charma.

A great American thinker.
Henry David Thorcau, writes
in his masterpiece walden
“In the Indian ancient scrip-
tures. the idea of man isquite
illimitable and sublime. He s
at length lost in the supreme

Jack Sarfatti. John Hagelin,
and John Bells had already
made attempts to plunge
headlong into the cosmic sea
of universal Consciousness
of Upanishads - after realis-
ing the pulsating vibration
ofQuantum mechanic as the
ultimate answer.

Here is another mind-
blowing opinion by a pro-
digious American scholar,
Huston Smith, who says:
"While the West was still
thinking, perhaps, of the
6,000-ycar-old universe -
India wes already envision-
ingagesand consand galax-
iesas numerousas the sands
ofthe Ganges. The Universe
is so vast that modem as-
tronomy slips into its folds
withouta ripple.” Oncofthe
most read scholars. Huston

“Here is another mind-blowing opinion
by aprodigious American scholar,
Huston Smith, who says: "While the West
was still thinking, perhaps, o fthe 6,000-
year-old universe - India was already
envisioning ages and eons and galaxies
asnumerous as the sands o fthe
Ganges. The Universe is so vastthat
modern astronomy slips into itsfolds with-
outa ripple." One o fthe most readscholars,
Huston Smiths "The Religions o fMan",
sold over 3 million copies as 0f2017.

entity himself." Therefore,
there is a great mantra (ma-
havakya) it one of the Upa-
nishads: ‘Tat Tvarn Asi”
meaning ‘Thou Art That”
-- unity ofan individual soul
with "Brahma universal
consciousness. we also call
it God.

Of course, the scriptures
of "dharma" not only speak
of ethics, July, the laws of
karma, life, the after-life
and reincarnation: but also
expound vith absolute pre-
cision the cosmic setup and
infinite timeline. What is
most intriguing is that those
Indian sages who talked
about mys icism also talked
about subte and fundamen-
tal principles that govern
everything from tiny atomic
particlcs to giant celestial
bodies and their functioning
and existential phenomena.

This very grand conccpt
of Dharmaand its allied intcl-

Smith's "The Religions of
Man", sold over 3 million
copiesas 0f 2017.

Furthermore, after taking
adive into Indian scriptures,
TS Eliot also exclaimed
“Indian philosophers* subtle-
ties nuke most of the great
European philosophers look
like schoolboys.”

What a paradox, that
closer home, top intellectu-
als choose to just dismiss
and belittle India's intellec-
tual heritage. And they do
so without ever making an
attempt to delve intoancicnt
treasure troves. Therefore, in
the advanced age oftechnol-
ogy and breakthroughs in
various fields of academia,
certain people and certain
leaders can still easily make
the masses stand against the
universal wisdom of India.
Hope the laws of Karma
will soon bring them to their
knees.


https://eastkh3sihills.g0v.in/
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Tough limes never lasi, but tough people do

Robert H. Schuller

The Shillong Times

IC.TIT-SHW. MIPTEMBKR 12.201

Needed comprehensive social auditing
IN 2017 Meghalaya was the first state to pass the
Meghalaya Community Participation and Public
Services Social Audit Act. 2017.” This led lo the
formation of the Meghalaya Society for Social Au-
ditand Transparency (MSSAT). Social audit was to
have been conducted across 11 departments and 21
schemes. However, this social audit was restricted
to the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MNREGA) and it functioned under
the aegis ofthe Community and Rural Development
Department. Social audit was to be conducted across
11 departmentsand 2 1schemes. The passage of the
Act was widely reported across the national media
with Meghalaya being seen as a progressive state
and an example to other states.

The purpose of the Act was to engage citizens in
the planning, implementation and monitoring ofall
schemes and ptogrammcs implemented across ru-
ral Meghalaya. The Scheme drew heavily from the

model developed by the

International Fund for Ag-

ricultural Development (IFAD) Project in its North
East Region Community Resource Development
Project (NERCORMP which was implemented in the

late 1990s across two o fthe most backward dist

cts

in the states of Assam. Manipur and Meghalaya. The
audits are meant for villages to become aware and
have easy access to government schemes and also
for them to be able to take their grievances to the

respective platforms. The

purpose of the Social Audit

Society was to identify the handicaps in implementa-
tion of schemes and to effect course correction and

also policy changes.

It may be noted that the Act was passed in No-

vember 2017 di

ing the fagend of the Congress-led

Meghalaya United Alliance (MUA) government.
Elections were scheduled in March 2018. Soon
after the NPP-led Conrad Sangma government
(Meghalaya Democratic Alliance) took over the Act
was given shod shrift. Nothing is heard of the Act
today. Meghalaya suffers from serious infirmities
in that the only information that the public arc able

to access about progress

in implementation ofvari-

ous roads construction and water supply schemes is

when legislators question

the Government during the

Assembly sessions. The media does its own investi-
gation but is limited by the nature ofits work which
is to report day to day events. Investigation is deep
diving and requires investment in human resources
that are tuned to investigative journalism which is
an ait in itself. The roads in Meghalaya need urgent
auditing. Why co roads cave in or develop potholes
within ayearorless ofbeing constructed? Why does
road construction not include drainage for stormwa-
ter? The fact that water runs over roads is one reason
why the already poor road quality deteriorates so
quickly. The other question is whether the people
of Meghalaya are getting value for money insofar

as roads arc concerned.

Docs the public know the

total cost ofa road project; who the contractor isand
whether the pol cy of Security Deposit or Retention

Money has been paid by

a contractor who has done

ashoddy job? The people of Meghalaya need to find
out why the Social Audit Act has been quietly buried
and ask that it be resurrccted.

Extending
the age limit:
A beacon
of hope for
Meghalaya's
youth

Editor.

In the realm of employ-
ment and carcer aspirations,
the age factor can be a de-
cisive gamc-changer. In the
vibrant state of V.cghalaya,
where the young minds arc
eager to contribute their
energy and talent to the
progress of the state, there
has been a noteworthy de-
velopment that deserves
commendation and further
consideration.

First and foremost, we
would like to express our
gratitude to Mr. Adclbert
Nongruni, whose unwaver-
ing support for ihe youth
of our state has ignited a
significant discussion on an
important matter - the age
limit for job applicants. Mr.
Nongruni's initiative, push-
ing foran increase in the age
limit, has garncred attention
and support, aiming to create
morc opportunities for our
talented youth.

In light of the challenges
posed by the COVID-19
pandemic and the sluggish
progress of the Meghalaya
Public Service Commis-
sion (MPSC) in conducting
recruitment processes, the
students and job seekers of
the state have faced signifi-
cant hurdIcK insccjring gov-
ernment jobs. It i» in times
like these that wc realize
the importance of adapting

policiesto meet the evolving
needs and concerns of our
citizens.

Recently, the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil Service Amendment
Rules. 2023, seta precedent
by increasing the upper age
limit for indiv iduals applying
forjobs inthe KIIADC to 37
years. This progressive move

Manipur crisis: Failure of the state
makes political solution inevitable

The recent upsurge of
violence in Manipur is a
grim reminder to all who
thought that the worst was
overand that the process of
reconciliation, slow and dif-
ficult though it may be, can
at least begin. Again, it was
a reminder that the status
quo is over and a political
solution is the only way
forward. This can be in the
form of a complete separa-
tion of the Kuki-Zomi from
Manipur or a much greater
autonomy within Manipur
that will in actuality be akin
to a complete separation
without stating it as such. 1
say this because it's not just
the Kuki-Zomi who don't
want to stay together with
the Meitei. but the Meitei
themselves also believe in
the same. The sustained at-
tack on the Kuki-Zomi areas,
whether unprovoked or not,
is proof of that, along with
the continued dcmoni/ation
of the community as ille-
gal immigrants and narco-
terrorists.

This process of dclegiti-
mi/ation of the Kuki-Zomi
was started by none other
than the Chief Minister of
Manipur. Biren Singh, an
ethnic Meitei who had got
into a spat with Kuki social
media users accusing them
of being from Myanmar.
That was not a spur-of-the
moment comment but gave
insight into his feelings to-
wards the Kuki-Zomi com-
munity. He also blamed the
community for being en-
gaged in poppy cultivation
and drug trade, declaring the
crisisa waron 'narco terror-
ists'. Such claims arc ironic
considering that the former
Assistant Superintendent of
Police, Thounaojam Brinda,
had accused Biren Singh of
himselfbeing engaged in the
dmg trade. If this is indeed
a war on drugs and against
‘narco terrorists, as Brinda
claims, he himselfis pan of
the same problem. So. is this
crisis being ed

By BUogtoram Mawroh

conflict. Whether it was
in their inability to protect
Kuki-Zomi lives or taking
part in committing acts of
violence (as accused in the
siege of Khamenlok and oth-
er locations), the state police
has painted itselfas a very
communal force. This isalso
where a political solution is
becoming inevitable.

In ordinary situations,
rioting occurs when non-
state actors commit acts of
violence against a group of
citizens. Here, the state then
enters the fray to control the
situation by uking steps to
ensure no harm comes to the
common citizenswhile at the
same time initiating actions
to punish the non-state actors
to stop the violence. During
all this the slate gives as-
surances to the beleaguered
citizens that t will protect
the life and property of all
concerned. The miscreants
are punished or brought
under control, giving rise
to confidence among the
citizens that the state is doing
its duty; slowly but surely
normalcy returns. This is
not the case "viih Manipur,
The continuci violence on
that ground is proof that the
citizens do no! feel safe with
those in charge of the state
machinery. And the fact that
it is dominated by an ethnic
community which has been
accused of u>ing the state
machinery toattack the other
community anything shortof
a political solution is a death
sentence to th: latter.

Let's take the example
of the return of people dis-
placed by violence to their
original locations. Recently,
there was a news report
that displaced Meitei from
Churachandpar were seek-
ing to return home. Biren
Singh had also stated that the
government was working on
a plan for the resettlement of

his friend, who belonged to
the Kuki-Zomi community.
This individual had worked
in the Indian armed forces
and. after retirement, decided
to investall his life's savings
into buying a property in
the valley and constructing
a house for himselfand his
family. He was advised to
stay in Shillong but was
insistent that he wanted to
go back to Manipur. The
house and its belongings,
which were worth crores of
rupees, were destroyed and
looted by Meitei miscreants.
Our host was contacted by
his friend, requesting a loan
of Rs. 10.000 as he had no
money left. This is the story
of many of those who were
displaced from their homes,
whether from the valley or
the hills. Will such people re-
ceive adequate compensation
to rebuild their lives? Con-
sidering how the Manipur
government, dominated by
the Meitei, is handling the
Meitei refugee shelters in the
valley, it is highly unlikely
to happen.

Will any Kuki-Zomi re-
turn to the valley? That might
have been possible if they
thought that the government
would be able to protect
them. However, the partisan
conduct of the government
does not inspire any confi-
dence in that. For sure, ifany
Kuki-Zomi were to attempt
to return to the valley, the
radicalised non-state actors
would try to attack them. The
police, as it has been proven
earlier, will either not try
to stop them or might join
them instead. Whether this
scenario plays out or not.
this is what the Kuki-Zomi
fear. In any case, if it hap-
pens. the Meitei civil society
is not going to stop it since,
firstly, it will face retaliation
if it docs and. secondly, it
is alsocomplicit in taking a

so that his group (whoever
they may be) can oust the
Kuki-Zomi and take control
ofthe drug trade in the state?
If that’s not the case, how
can somoono who ha:; boon
accused by a former top cop
ofbeing involved in the drug
trade fight against the very
same dmg trade? That's an
oxymoronic situation, to say
the least.

The conduct of the Chief
Minister is not limited to
making damaging claims
against a certain community:
he has also been accused of
using the state machinery to
perpetrate violence against
them. While that claim has
to be investigated, it is very
clear from ground reports
that the Manipur police have
played a partisan role in the

worth noting that many states
have already recognized the
merit of an extended age
limitof up to 42 years.

The government's will-
ingness to adaptand respond
to the aspirations o fits youth
isa testament to its vision for
abrighter and morc prosper-
ous ftiturc. Extending the age
limit is a eoncrcte step in

displaced on their
respective lanJs. Ultimately,
this should happen, but the
process has to happen in both
directions. Tlk Meitei. who
have been displaced from
the hills, should be allowed
to return to the hills, while
the Kuki-Zoni, who have
been chased away from the
valley, should do the same
But with the recent forced
removal o fthe last remaining
Kuki-Zomi font the valley,
it is difficult to see how the
Meitei can go back just yet.
Even if people are allowed
to return to tlvir homes, the
challenges arc not over.
Recently, when my
friends and | were discuss-
ing the violcnx in Manipur,
our host (in wiose house the
discussion was taking place)
told us about the plight of

their teaching staff, despite
their dedication and years
ofservice.

To tackle issues like these
within the labour force, we
have the Minimum Wage
Actin place. Under this Act.
which is designed to protect
the interests of labourers
exploited by capitalistenter-
prises. workers arc catego-

stand. The com-
mon Meitei people, who may
have nothing to do with the
violence and may want to
stay together, will not come
out to show their support for
the returning Kuki-Zomi
If it were to happen, such
gestures would have already
been visible on the ground.
Instead, one sees Meitei
mobsaccompanied by Meira
Paibis leading the attack on
Kuki-Zomi areas. Whether
it'sa sentiment shared by all
the Meitei or not, this can
only be read as an unmistak-
able sign that the Meitei do
not want to stay together with
the Kuki-Zomi. This is the
same sentiment shared by
Kuki-Zomi as well. Thus,
given that both communi-
ties are making it crystal
clear that the divide is now’

in the compensation of edu-
cators and would alleviate
the discontent among the
teaching community. In the
meantime, pending the pass-
ing ofsuch intended legisla-
tion. our Government may
considerissuing an order that
payment to teachers below
the wages prescribed under
Minimum Wage Act would

reflects the f
attitude of the Council, en-
suring that aspirants have a
broader window of opportu-
nity to secure employment.
Taking inspiration from
such positive steps, it's heart-
ening to note thatother states
are also recognizing the
significance of adjusting
age limits for government
job aspirants. ThcArunachal
Pradesh Cabinet, for in-
stance. has approved an in-
crease in the upperage limit
forstate civil service exami-
nations. extending itto 35 for
general candidatesand 40 for
scheduled tribes. Similarly,
the Assam government has
increased the upperage limit
for ccrtain government job
categories, recognizing the
changing dynamics of the
workforce.
Inlight o fthese encourag-
ing developments. it is only
fitting to urge the authorities
in Meghalaya to considerex-
tending the age limits further.
Currently set at 32 years for
the general category and 37
years for SC/ST

this direction,
a genuine concern for the
wellbeing and aspirations of
our young population

In conclusion, wc urge
the authorities to consider
and implement this critical
change. It is an investment
in the potential, drcams, and
aspirations of the youth of
Meghalaya, ensuring that
they have ample opportu-
nities to contribute to the
growth and development of
our beautiful state.

The future of our youth
is, after all, the future of
Meghalaya

Yours etc..
R. Sarki
Shillong

Minimum
salary for
teachers: Call
for legislative

there is a strong ease for rais-
ing these limits to 37 and 42
years, respectively.

This mow would notonly
align Meghalaya with the
" limit standards :nloptiil
by several other states but
also demonstrate a genuine
commitment to the welfare
and future ofour youth, It is

action
Editor.
The editorial "Despondent
Teachers," (ST 7,

2023). rightly highlights the
pressing concerns of under-
paid teachers, particularly
those employed in private
schools. It is indeed a mat-
ter of grave concern that
some longstanding private
schools continue to offer
unreasonably low salaries to

rized into Killed (SS).
skilled (SK1, and highly
skilled (USj grades. Our
state government, in accor-
dance with this legislation,
has mandat;d minimum
wage rates: INR 340 for SS.
INR 380 forSK. and INR
420 for 11S per day excluding
DA. Astonishingly, in some
private schools, experienced

be illegal.

In conclusion, address-
ing the issue of minimum
salaries for teachers is not
only a matter of moral obli-
gation but also a step towards
ensuring the well-being and
dignity o f those who play an
indispensable role in shap-
ing our future generations.
Itis hoped that our political

insurmountable, what option
is left except for a political
solution?

There will be an argu-
ment from the Meitei side
that they are not against all
Kuki-Zomi but only againsta
certain section thatarc illegal
immigrants and engaged in
narco-terrorism. The indis-
criminate violence, which
includes the rape of the wife
ofa Kargil martyr, does not
support such arguments
Also, how will one determine
who is an illegal immigrant?
One solution advocated by
the Meitei and supported
by the Naga is to conduct
an NRC (National Register
of Citizens). Recently, there
was an exercise conducted
for a similar purpose in As-
sam. with the target thistime
being another minority, the
Bengali Muslims. The exer-
cise did find a large number
of Bengali Muslims who
could not produce the rel-
evant documents, but it also
found many Bengali Hindus,
Assamese |lindus. Bishnupriya
Manipuri. and many tribals like
Bodo (20.000 of them). Kaibi.
and Rabha as well, who were
subsequently excluded fromthe
final NRC list. So.docs it mean
that the Bodo (which includc
groups like the Garo. Tripuri.
and Konyakwhoactually speak
a Kok-1Sorok language ;ind not
a Kuki-Chin-Mizo language,
which the other Naga groups
speak) arc illegal immigrants
despite being one o fthe oldest
indigenous communities in
the North East? Based on the
experience in Assam, what if
the proposed NRC produces a
list tliat does not includc many
Meitei and Naga as well? Will
the Meitei and Naga disown
such individuals and families,
or will they claim diata lack of
paperwork does not mean dial
they arc illegal? Will the same
&cilitybeavailable to the Kuki-
Zomi as well? 1think we know
the answer to that question.
So. what exactly isan illegal
immigrant? And will it mean
that all this killing has been
over a lie? That would be a
crud punch line to this whole
crisis.

If the state had done its
job. the violence could have
boon conturned at tho oarli
est. But its failure to do so
and its alleged complic-
ity in fanning the violence,
coupled with the failure of
the civilian Meitei society
to rise above its communal
trappings, make a political
solution inevitable. If not.
the violence will continue
unabated for a very long
time, which will have severe
security repercussions for the
entire region.

(The views expressed in
the article are those o f the
author am! do not reflect in
anv way his affiliation to any
organiMtion or institution)

of their full term. There is
hardly any possibility that
five yearsaftcra one-nation-
onc-clection. Lok Sabha and
all Vidhan Sabha elections
will again automatically
come into a synchronised
jointevent

Some other onc-onc for-
mula be it opposition-mukt
one-nation-one-party or
onc-nation-onc-leadcr is a
trade mark of a totalitarian
regime with the odour of
majoritanamsm. It is totally
unsuitable fora diverse, fed-
eral. parliamentary democ-
racy like ours. India's three
language formula and rec-
ognition of 22 languages as
official languages discarded
the divisive idea of one-

teachers are still
ed at rates significantly lower
than those prescribed for
semi-skilled workers. This
predicament reveals a stark
contradiction within our
education system, whereby
highly educated teachers in
the private sector find them-
selves subject to exploita-
tion. much to the chagrin of
our political leadership.

In light of these facts, it
is strongly urged that our
state government consider
the implementation of ap-
propriate minimum w'age
or salary standards for pri-
mary. secondary, and higher
secondary tearners, akin to
the principle’s outlined in
the Minimun Wage Act
Furthermore, any such pro-
posed legislation should
explicitly deem the payment
of wages or salaries below
the government-mandated
minimums for trj»rhe*rs as
illegal. Such a legislative
measure would serve as a
pivotal step towards rectify-
ing the prevailing disparities

leadership recognizes the

urgency of this matter and

takes swift and decisive ac-

tion to rectify the prevailing

disparities in teacher com-
pensation

Yours etc.,

Krishna Chettri

Shillong

One nation,

one election

Editor,

The only argument in
favour of the idea behind
one-nation-onc-clcction is
its cost effectiveness. But
as a nutter of fact, it would
actually bccome more costly.
First It would cause prema-
ture deaths of some elected
legislatures in order to club
them under the umbrella
of one election. Second,
no one can guarantee in a
parliamentary democracy
that all elected legislatures
be it some of the Vidhan
Sabhas or the Lok Sabha
will not go to the polls be-
fore completing five years

language which
helped solidify our unity.
Likewise India also adopted
secularism cancelling regres-
sive one-nation-one-religion
majoritarianism. We need to
banish such one-one formula
to safeguard our unity in
diversity and to protect our
parliamentary democracy,
secularism and federalism as
enshrined in the Constitution
of India
Sometimes a tree has
been pruned in a bad way
turning itinto a sorry state of
one-trec-one-branch. Such
a tree loses its balance and
morc often than not falls flat
causing grave accidents in
die process.
Yours etc
Sujit De.
Kolkata

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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India's G20 summit a big success
for Modi’s electoral prospects

Delhi declaration manages
to please both Russia-China,
US-led West

By Annie Domini

On hindsight, the New
Delhi summit of G20 coun-
tries under India's presi-
dency. from September 8
to 10. could be seen as a
one-size-fit-all type o fcloth-
ing. which wrapped around
deep differences of rival
gcopolitital blocs, primarily
fed by the United States on
the one hand, and China-
Russia on the other. India is
increasingly situating itself
as a bridge country that's
a conciliatory link nation
between ;hoppy waters of
international relations, and it
has indeed managed to give
the otherwise moribund G20
grouping a decent facelift
under its presidency.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi, with his penchant for
extravagant event manage-
ment. the rotational G20
presidency had been turned
into a veliicle for the ruling
pany's nonstop propaganda,
an excuse to project him
as the “Vishwaguru”. The
G20 logo carrying the lotus
symbol, synonymous with
his pany. the BJP. as well
as Narcndra Modi's face on
massive hoardings and bill-
boards dotting every street in
Delhiandother Indian cities

were ilrcady preparing
the average Indian for a
blitzkrieg of G20 advertis-
ing. Eventually, central Del-
hiwas barricaded and forced
into a quasi-lockdown, its
homeless evicted, slums
demolished, strays locked
up and the poor forced be-
hind absurd green screens,
to sanitise tin: area for its
global glory.

Nevertheless, the G20
summit became notable for
both the presencesas well as
conspicuous absences. US
president Joe Bidcn. clearly
the most anticipated guest.
flewlin and rubbed shoulders
with Mo<li and other world
leaders in several choreo-
graphed and photographed
events, such as the one at
Rajghat paying homage to
Mahatnu Gandhi. Others
like UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak waltzed around
with his wife Akshata Mur-
thy. taking in the adulation
of being 'India’s son-in-
law". Canadian PM Justin
Trudeau, Italy's Georgia
Mcloni, France’s Emmanuel
Macron. Australia’s Anthony
Albancsc European Union
chief Ursula Van dcr Lyon.
World Bank's Ajay Banga,
IMF's (iita Gopinath. all
made their presence felt in
various degrees.

On the other hand. Bra-
zil's Lull De Silva. South
Africa's Cyril Ramaphosa.
Saudi Arabia's crown prince
Mohammed Bin Salman and
others tried to make up for
two crucial absences  that
ofChinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin — both of
whom were represented by
their deputies, premier Li
Qiang and foreign minister
Sergei Lavrov. Importantly,
the African Union became
a permanent member of the
G20 groining. a significant
development in sync with
the current times of the
middle continent asserting
itselfin global fomms.

The Delhi Declaration,
which wis announced on
September 9.tumcd out to be
a laudable diplomatic coup,
pleasing everyone in the
room, including the presi-
dents of Russia and China.
By omitting any reference to
Russia and using the phrase
“war in Lkraine" instead of
cither Russia-lJkraine War.
or war against Ukraine, the
Delhi G25 document signi-
fied a key turn in geopolitics,
in which .he West is clearly
winding down its nefarious
adventure of fighting Russia
to the las. Ukrainian, while
the Global South stands
firmly neutral and refuses
to condemn Moscow for
its stancc. Expccicdly. the
Western media is confused
between New Delhi helping
out its old friend Moscow,
while shaking hands with
Washington very publicly

Moreover, the Delhi
Declaration ticked all the
boxes of current interna-
tional discourse, focussing
on climate contingencies,
peace, stability and security
ofall nations, strengthening
of multilateral platforms

by making them morc rep-
resentative, pandemic pre-
paredness. reforming global
financial institutions, liealth
care, education, skill de-
velopment and a balanced,
sustainable growth, among
several others. Many of
the points read similar to
those in the Johannesburg
Declaration of the BRICS
XV summitin South Africa,
held last month, even though
the tone was milder, with all
criticism of the West turned
into platitudes for more in-
ternational cooperation and
less competition

Theannouncementofthe
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic corridor, as its
name suggests, is a signifi-
cant achievement, evidently
to counter China's Belt and
Road Initiative and its grow-
ing hold on West Asia and
the restofthe world. Backed
by the United States, the
IME EC would be one more
potential route for India to
trade with the Gulf States as
well as the West, along with
the existing International
North-South Transport Cor-
ridor between India. Iran
and Russia, as well as the
Middle Corridor between
China-Central Asia-Turkyie
(or Georgia/Black Sea)-
Europe.

While the sight o f Modi
Biden and Crown Prince
Bin-Salman made for great
photographs, it must be re-
membered that for this latest
trade route to see the lightof
day. much new infrastruc-
ture would need to be built,
including putting in freight
corridors through the harsh
Arabian deserts. Moreover,
the route will pass through
a number of ports oper-
ated by the Chinese in West
Asia, with the exception of
Haifa in Israel, for which
billionaire Gautam Adani.
very close to Modi, bought
the rights of operation in
January of this year for a
hetty sum of over a billion
US dollars. In addition, die
convoluted logistics of the
alternative route needs to be
ironed out. especially when
a shorter route through the
Red Sea and the Suez Canal
already exists, and BRICS's
new' member, Egypt, mainly
controls this indispensable
shipping route valve.

Another significant de-
velopment came on Sep-
icmbo-8. when the India-US
joint statement camc on the
sidelines 0f G20. Para 18 of
the joint statement has raised
eyebrows amongst observ ers
of external affaire as well as
among the leaders o f oppo-
sition. stating: “Both sides
recommitted to advancing
India's emergence as a hub
for the maintenance and
repair of forward-deployed
U.S. Navy assets and other
aircraft and vessels. The
leaders also welcomed fur-
thercommitments from U.S.
industry to invest morc in
India's maintenance, repair,
and overhaul capabilities
and facilities for aircraft.”
Opposition MP Manish
Tewari has asked if this could
be construed as the beginnings
of having US military bases
in India, a development that
would put a massive question
mark over New Delhi's legend-
ary and time-tested neutrality,
and certainly make BRICS
partners. China and Russia,
rather uncomfortable.

However, neither Moscow
nor Beijing has yet made much
ofdx*se details. In (act, Russian
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov
commended Indiaona success-
iilG 20. saying tlut New Delhi
prevented the West from mak-
ing G20 about Ukraine, and
instead made it about greater
bargaining rights for the Gk>bal
Soudi. Biden, meanwhile, flew
to Hanoi fora US-Victnam
bilateral summit, where he
med that tlx; Modi administra-
tion didn't allow for a press
conference, although he did
mention human rights issues
to the Indian Prime Minis-
ter. However, the Indian
mainstream media would
brush it aside, and hail the
G20 as historic, which it
was in a mellow way of
averting major diplomatic
confrontations, and politely
asking for more representa-
tion for the Global South
in multilateral forums and
financial institutions. (IPA
Service)
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Corruption and immunity
A Supreme Court order this week, clarifying
its removal in 2014 of the “immunity” to se-
nior central government officials from probe
in corruption cases, is significant. The apex
court made it clear that its 2014 order, that in-

vestigating agencies need not seek prior central
government permission for arrest of —or probe
into actions of — errant officials, will apply

retrospectively. The court order would apply to
such cases registered before 2014 too. Notably,
the present case had been filed by a chief dis-
trict medical officer in Delhi, who was arrested

in 2014 while allegedly accepting a bribe. His

argument, inter alia, was that the CBI had not
taken prior permission from the Ccntrc before
his arrest. The ease kept dragging.

It is common knowledge that cases in In-
dian courts go round in circlcs. The ultimate
beneficiaries are the law violators who get a
long rope to defend themselves and ultimately
escape the arms of law. Investigations go on and
on. arguments and counter-arguments are done
with neither dcll nor brake, spokes are put into

the wheels ofjustice, and final judgments are

delivered after decades. Only the well-heeled
can afford such expensive exercises in the name
ofjusticc-dispensation. Successive governments
did not show the nerve to rectify the system
flaws. The Modi government, which completes
two terms in office shortly, did too little in
such respects. As a result, the system is getting

increasingly corruptand the bureaucracy is wal-

lowing in corruption: and so are the politicians.
They arc. rather, hand-in-gloves. The arrests
of a few officials here or there, or a top politi-
cian like Chandrababu Naidu in AP, are simply
cosmetic acts when seen from a wider angle.
These actions hardly ever served any purpose
other than lamely justifying the relevance o f the

investigation agencies.

It must also be noted that the “protection” to
senior government employees against arrests
was granted by a BJP-led NDA government
in 2003 and this provision continued till its re-
moval by the Supreme Court in 2014. The Delhi
officer’s arrest happened when this law was in
force. The apex court now made it clear that
its 2014 order has retrospective effect. Clearly,
this officer could not claim immunity from ar-
rest. The NDA government in 2003 apparently

exceeded its brief. This unwarranted grant of

"mprotection” to senior officials emboldened them

to indulge in corruption. Notably, the corruption

graphs vis-"-vis the bureaucracy and the poli

cal establishments have registered a sharp rise
in the past 20 years. This is not to blame all the
officials or politicians. The number of the cor-
rupt bureaucrats or politicians today is more than
the number of the upright in these ranks.

India at the
epicentre of
international
developments

Kditor.

A 37 page joint dec-
laration was issued at the
conclusion of G20 after the
cffonsof India. After Nehru
Modi's supremacy in foreign
affairs is well known. Nehru
founded the Non- Aligned
Movement along with Mar-
shal ‘fito and Anwar Saddat
and about hundred countries
joined this Alliance. Just as
Nchm was at ike epicentre
ofall international develop-
ments, Prime M nister Modi
is now at that place. Previ-
ously we felt proud o f Nehru
and now wc have the same
feeling about Modi. Even
in Pakistan whcihcr it is the
ruling party or th: opposition
both are speaking in praise of
Modi due to the successful
foreign policy of India

India, which played a
key role in getting Africa
admitted to the G20, can
also use this achievement to
position itself as the leader
of the Global South, a lag
which China aspires to. For
the first time after the Group
0f20's large economics was
founded in 1999, its members
have agreed to admit another
member- The African Union
or AU. When the block Ihat
accounts for 80 percent of
production admits a new
member for the first time
after 24 years, it speaks for
itself about its importance
in global geopolitics. Africa
has natural resources which
arc spread over 55 countries,
and by admitting the AU
as its member, the G-20 is
treating AU ai par with ihe
European Union, the only
intcr-governmental forum
to have the membership
of G20. Africa has another
valuable assct-ils young
population. AU accounts
for a mere 2.84 percent of
the global GDP. compared

Three parties in less
than two years

In November 2021 along
with .Vlukul Sangma and 10
other Congress MLASs. he left
the Congress for the All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC),
In December 2022 he quit
the Trinamool to pledge
his allegiance to the saffron
flag. By the time you read
this article he would have
donned the NPP colours. So
three panics in less than two
years! The person in ques-
tion is Himalaya Muktan
Shangpliang.

The retired MCS officer
and nominated IAS ofliccr
benefited from the Mukul-
PN Syicm feud and was
given the Congress ticket to
contest from Mawsynram
constituency in 2019 Quite
sensationally, he emerged
victorious against Syicm
who had formed the now
defunct. People’ Democratic
Front (PDF). Probably his
proximity to the then chief
minister. Mukul Sangma did
the trick.

When the former chief
minister was sidelined from
the Congress he obliged his
“boss* so that the required
two-thirds rule was acquired
for merging with the AITC
F.ven political novices knew
that it was a political blun-
der. Everyone knew that
Trinamool in Mawsynram
would be a no contest. Yet
he went ahead following his
followers who claimed that
political parties arc mere
“football uniforms.’ Realis-
ing his slip-up he found a
new hero in Prime Minister,
Narcndra Modi loftily laud-
ing him for his 'development
oriented agenda.’ Left with
no alternative he thought that
‘the communal” party might
give him a better chance to
retain his scat. To justify his
actions he even announced
that it was the *Rangbah Ba-
lang” and “Tymmen Basan®
(local Church leaders) who
prompted him to embrace the
“anti-Christian” party.

He didn't fare badly. He
was the runners-up to the
UDPcanJitlatc by 955 votes.
Entry to the Assembly was
denied, nevertheless. So.
almost immediately he had
issues with the state leader-
ship. On the way out his tar-
getiis Ermest Mawric, who for
the ‘young BJP’ member, did
nothing much to strengthen
the BJP in Meghalaya. He
even accused Mawric of
nepotism, that is. getting
himself recommended by
MLA. AL lick for political
appointment while ignoring
the fobless ex legislator
The state’'s Mahila Moreha
is right when they lashed
outat their former leader for
his *never ending search for
greener pastures.” They saw
his brief leadership a no-asset
for the party.

The reason for hisjoining
the NPP bandwagon is be-
cause the BJP spokesperson
was appointed Adviscr to the
Government of Meghalaya’s
Education Department by the
NPPgovernment. He himself
revealed that chief minister,
Conrad Sangma and his
deputy, Prcstonc Tynsong
directly contacted him for
the job lo compensate for

to China's 19 percent and
India's 9.3 percent

Inaiming for fundamen-
tal reforms in the way the
world lives and consumes,
this year's G20 Summit
has delivered a remarkable
blueprint for renewable cn-
eigy .And Ihat is also in in-
novation in green hydrogen
as clcan energy, sustainable
development, reforms in
multilateral development
banks and digital public
infrastructure to deliver ser-
vices io large societies, Wc
can say lhat it was India's
finest hour in international
affairsas it brought the most
economically powerful na-
tions of the world together
in a consensus on diverse
and divisive issues ranging
from ihe Ukraine war to
green initiatives to try and
save the planet from global
warming caused by climate
change. At last, an ambitious
setofgoals have been docu-
mented and signed which is
abigachievemento fthe G20
conference.

By Albert Thyrniang

his absence inthe Assembly.
An understanding might
have been arrived at to allot
the NPP ticket to hint in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections
As itis being Mated the ‘short
duration” BJP man turned
to the NPP b;causc he was
not assured by the present
leadership of being the BJP
MP candidate. So the exit
was logical, for apart from
surety of party ticket, he
fancies the NPP a belter bet
than ‘unacceptable BJP in
Meghalaya.”

We bluntly and directly
ask this politician. “What is
your ideology?" “How are
you able to so quickly adapt
to diametrically different
ideologies?* "Or do you
have an ideology at all?"
Less than two years ago
as a Congressman, he was
anti BJP and anti-NPP for
aligning with the Congress’
enemy no. 1 Alittle after he
declared that only the TMC
could fight the BJP. Strange
but tntc, in a year's time he
joined the very BJP itself
Now, six months later he is
a NPP leader.

ang Nongbah College, also
in Jovvai. invited the VPP
MLAs to grace the gradua-
tion day. It was a slap on the
face of the government and
the local MLA. The painstill
persists.

The head tcachcr has al-
ready apologised to the gov-
ernment in her reply. Perhaps,
in schools not only election
songs should be permitted
but politics itself should be
taught therein. Ideology and
its importance should be pan
oflhceurriculuni. Questions
like « whatdo different politi-
cal panics stand forand what
arc their social, economic
and religious stance are valid
questions? In Meghalaya,
‘What is the Congress here
for? 'What is the BJP's core
belief?’* What is actually the
ideology of the NPP?**What
about the UDP and other
regional parties?' These and
more should be part of the
conversation in schools and
certainly in colleges. Then
may be a more conscious
socicty may emerge

The NPP and others part-
ners of the MDA-I and 1l

“The government issued a show cose notice
to the principal ofJowai Government Girls
Schoolfor ‘wilfully permitting ‘students
to play the unofficial VPP election song during
Teachers 'day celebrations. Motv than

being concerned with educational institutions
turning into politicalfields the government
is worried about the increasing popularity
ofthe VPP. Two weeks ago Kiang Nongbah
College, also in Jowai. invited the VPP MLAs
tograce the graduation day.

Thesesort af habitual par-
ty changers mustbe rejected
Zero ideology politicians
must be shunted. Personal
benefit seekers should not
be given space in public life.
Convenience takers should
have no rooir. Opportunists
bereft ofany ideology should
be condemned. Ihis is the
sentiment of the voters. In
the last elections, except for
a couple of them, turncoats
were soundly taught a les-

It may wec | turn out that
the newest NPP acquisition
will end up fighting agaiast
his former colleagues.
Vincent Pali and George
Lyngdoh in the next MP
elections. Should wc say
that nothing is bizarre in
politics?

The government issued
a show case noticc to the
principal of Jowai Govern-
ment Girts School for ‘wil-
fully permit.ing’ students
to play the unofficial VPP
dection song during Teach-

have no issue when students
participate in elections ral-
lies and other electioneering
activities. No political par-
ties have expressed concern
at the sight of many young
people singing, dancing and
engaging in joyrides in in-
toxicated state. This writer
has reliable information that
in the last elections first time
voters were given money and
liquor. Is this not worse than
playing a song in a school
campus? Political parties
engage college students to
distribute money to voters
much older than them dur-
ing elections. Or is it okay
in the election arena while
it is wrong in the school
premises? Why is the gov-
ermment so perturbed when
aparty song is played during
a school celebration while it
is indifferent to the use of
money power before young
people during elections? IAS
and MCS officers and other
governmentservants also act
as election officials. They

ing school hours while bad
ones arc imparted during
elections?

The NPP has the right to
expand itself but not at the
cost of propriety and the
state's exchequer. It looks
like the party grants favours
to anyone provided he or
she joins the parly. Martin
Dango was given the Ran-
ikor Civil Sub-Division but
he was asked to dump the
Congress and join the NPP.
Bajop Pynrope joined the
NPP soon after criticising
the chiefminister forsinging
‘Summer of 69" in F.uropc
duringCovid. Hewas given a
post he hardly contributed to
as alleged. The PDF MLAs
merged with the NPP prob-
ably in exchange for favours.
If five crores were promised
before election the citizens
of the state arc intelligent
enough to guess the amount
after winning.

MDA 2.0 is well known
for political appointments. It
is on an appointment spree.
It has defeated itselfon po-
litical appointments. From
Ilamlct IXihling to PT Sawk-
mic to 11M Shangpliang and
otheradvisors, chairmen and
co-chairmen, they are a dime
a dozen. Losers of lastelec-
tions have turned political
appointees. They arc kept
in good humour. Not only
the NPP but the coalition
partners arc using the state
resources for their political
interests. The salaries and
perks amount to crores of
rupees but their contribution
is questionable. Either they
arc incompetent or they are
superfluous. Chairman of
the Meghalaya State Health
Advisory Board. Mayralbom
Syicm's insistence of ‘per-
form and perish” is certainly
not true. Till the term of this
government ends they are
going to be there. No audit
will be conducted on their
performance. The tax payers
will continue to fund their
high remunerations in spite
of their insignificant and
obscure contributions.

It is not only this politi-
cian who is guilty. Political
parties too are guilty. They
accept any ‘winnablc' candi-
date even from an arch rival.
1fail to understand how can
Congressmen join the BJP
and vice versa. Howr can
they make an effortless shift
in ideologies Ihatarc 100de-
grees in contrast? It happened
in Assam, in Goa, in Ma-
nipur. in Karnataka recently.
It is currently happening in
Madhya Pradesh. Sensing
the Congress’ win in As-
sembly elections scheduled
for the year end many BJP
leaders are shifting camps.
We will witness more cases
as the Lok Sabha elections
approach. 1IM Shampliang
and the NPP have led the way
here in Meghalaya.

It is positive to hear Ihat
the VPP has decided not to
accept anyone who has been

ers' day More
than being concerned with
educational institutions turn-
ing into political fields the
government i? worried about
the increasing popularity of
i VPP 1Vvowrrktago Ki-

Joe Biden had again re-
affirmed the US’s commit-
ment for Inda's quest for a
permanent sol in ihe United
Nations Security Council
In a joint statement issued
by the White House during
his visit lo Delhi. Bidcn de-
clared his unwavering sup-
port for India's pennanent
membership in the Security
Council. Biden's endorse-
ment of Indiaasa permanent
UNSC scat is a testament
to the USA's recognition of
India's growing stature on
the world sugc. India, the
world's largest democracy
and a burgeoning economic
powerhouse has consistcntly
playcd a constructive role
in international affairs. Ils
commitment to peacekeep-
ing missions.cngagement in
climate change negotiations
and its role in providing
affordable healthcare solu-
tions during the Covid-19
pandemic, underscore ils
dedication to global well-
being. The significance of
ihisendorsementextends be-

h d a principal be-
cause her students innocently
played asong associated with
a party but close their eyes
when malpractices take place
during elections. Should
gnnil valnri he taught rlur-

yond India's national inter-
ests. It represents a broader
acknowledgment Ihat the
UNSC needs a facelift to
address the complex chal-
lenges of the 21st century
effectively

During the G20 confer-
ence a broader consensus
had been made among the
eight countries for inter-
connectivity. The idea of
such a joint infrastructure
programme was first floated
over 8 monthsago in another
forum called 12u2 which
comprises the likes of India,
Israel. US and UAE.

India remains a signifi-
cant exporter of consumer
goods and labour to West
Asia. If implemented suc-
cessfully, the project will
provide an alternate route
for Indian exporters to the
Gulf, Arab, European and
even African markets. The
scopc of the project, at the
initial phase, is to connect
UAE and Saudi Arabia with
India, but it finally aims lo
extend the railway project up

with another po-
litical party into their fold.
Hope the newest party slicks
to its decision to minimise
the practice ofdonning mul-
tiple political colours unscru-
pulously.

to the port of Haifa, in Israel
The proposed ‘Land-Bridgc’
project is envisaged under
the US initiative of ‘Build
Back Belter' World (B3W)
which aims to address the
infrastructure dcficit of $40
trillion in developing coun-
tries and to save them from
China’s debt trap policy. For
India the project aims lo
enhance its logistics connec-
tivity with the Gulf region,
which can be extended to
African nations via Egypt,
and beyond thereby boosting
India’s trade com petitive-
ness. It offers India access
to European markets and
provides an additional ac-
cess route, bypassing the
Suez Canal. Italso counters
China’s dominance in the
region.
Yours etc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan
Viaemail
Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on ihis page arc
ihe views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Those Who Didn't Be-
lieve In Us.!

There weresmiles on her
faccand teirs ofjoy as Coco
Gauff won the US Open.
She was given the mike as
is ihe custem. and without a
moment’s hesitation thanked
God for giving her strength
to do her best and beat the
mighty opponent who she’d
won against.

Ina fev moments she
was given a cheque for 3
million dollars but not be-
fore site also thanked all the
people who did not believe
in her!

Strange statement coming
froma faccwithoutany hate,
anger or rancour, bccause
such is nonnally based on
struggle, suppression and
colour oppression.

But in ter thanking the
veiy same.Coco was saying
that those very challenges of
suppression gave her muscle
to beat world champ, Aryna
Sabalcnka.

And theerovvd applauded
seeing her cheerful, smiling.
(>od-thanking facc

It’s the race 1'm going to
concentrate on right now.
because allaround me as our
country takes baby stg>sand
quickly bijjger steps into the
world arena, we have lead-
ers with faces full ofanger
and haic. They, also talk
of those who tried lo stop
them, those who stood in
our path asa country, those
who threw insults at us for
many centuries, but instead
ofacknowledging that this is
how we developed muscle.

these same leaders like gen-
erals leading a march past
in a dictator's country, try
to show ftces hard, ruth-
less and unmerciful to the
cameraman!

It’s time to smile!

Obama ivas the first Afri-
can American president, and
could have shown the world
astem. ang.ry face full of re-
sentment for past hurts to his
people anc maybe himself,
but instead showed one of
gentleness and compassion.

Itis time wc learnt to do
just that

Whenwcdon’tand show
unblinking eyes with no
trace of a smile, we don’'l
show strength but ihe bag-
gage of tl« past we carry,
which is a huge sign of
weakness

The mostsuccessful gen-
erals had the kindest faces
but were ruthless in battle.
They didn't waste their en-
ergy, keeping their bow
permanently taut, but bent
the bow on y when the arrow
needed io ly. and strike.

The smile seems to have
disappeared from some of
the faces of those who rule,
and seemingly ihe feeling
trying to be conveyed is.
“Sec how tough wc arc!
Beware!"

Well, it was a smiling
face that won ihe US Open,
and one, which had faced
hurtsand tauntso fthose who
stood in h:r way but used
them as fuel for victory!

Yes. dcir friends, victory
doesn't come with those stent
looks of hitc you carry, nor
the baggage that pulls you
down, but comes in thanking
historical insults and events
for the unintentional push
they gave.

But I'd like to go further
on this same subject. To be
able io use insults as fuel,
wc need to also learn how
lo handle ihcm. when they
are thrownat us

In ancient Greece and
Rome, the Stoics, a group of
philosophers who preachcd
the value ofemotional resil-
ience — and whose teach-
ings h;ivc plenty of mod-
crn-day devotees — urged

adherents to let insults go.
“Many have taken small
injuries much more seriously
to heart than they need,”
wrote the Stoic philosopher
Seneca. "Thebest revenge.”
advised fellow Stoicand Ro-
man Emperor Marcus Aure-
lius. "is to be unlike him who
performed the injury.”

And quite often. 1've
found, what we thought is
an insult, wasn't one

Oneday. abusdriver went
to the bus garage, started his
bus. and drove oftalong the
route. No problems for the
first few stops - a few people
got on. a few got off. and
things went generally well

At the next stop, how-
ever. a big hulk ofa guy got
on. Six feet eight, built like a
wrestler,anus hanging down
to the ground. He glared at
the driver and said. "Big
John doesn't pay!" and sat
down at the back.

Did | mention that the
driver was just five feet
three, thin, and basically
meek? Well, he was. Natu-
rally. he didn't argue with
Big John, but he wasn't
happy about it.

Ihe next day the same
thing happened - Big John
got on again, made a show
of refusing to pay. and sat
down. And the next day.
and the one after Ihat. and
so forth. ‘Ihis grated on the
bus driver, who started los-
ing sleep over the way Big
John was taking advantage
of him. Finally he could no
longer stand it. He signed up
for body building courses.

Karate, judo, and all that
good stuff. By ihe end of
the summer, he had become
quite strong: whai's more,
he felt ready to take on Big
John.

S0 on tix; next Monday,
when Big John oncc again
got on the bus and said,
“Big John doesn’t pay!.”
the driver stood up. glared
back at the passenger, and
screamed. "And why not?"

With a surprised look on
his face. Big John replied,
“Big John has a bus pass.”

How like ihe driver we
arc.
We think every state-
ment is an insult. Wc look
at ourselves and instead of
seeing in ourselves a good
person, wc feel ourselves to
bea mere five feet three and
everybody around six feet
tall and taking advantage.

‘Wc scowl at our neighbor.
Yell at colleagues and think
the world laughs at us.

We grit our teeth. lcam
karate, buy a bigger car.
laiger house, and still won-
der why they laugh

“What's so funny?” wc
finally ask.

“Nothing,” they say puz-
Zled.

“Then why are you laugh-
ing at me?”

“But we're not laughing
at you, we're smiling at a
good clean happy day!"

Moral of this piccc:

Be sure there is a prob-
lem in the first place before
working hard to solve one.
especially ifit's an insult you
arc scowling over!

So next lime an iasult is
thrown ai you. handle it well,
then grab it. and take it lo
your mind's refinery o fposi-
tive thinking and convert it.
like Coco Gauff did into
your fuel for success!

Then smile a smile of
thanks for the victory you'll
win from the insults o f those
who didn’tbelieve in you..!

The Author conducts an
(Mine Writers and Speakers
Course. For more details
send a thumbs-up lo him on
WhalsApp 9892572883

hobsbanter@gmail.com
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““Attitude determines the cdtitude o flife”

Edwin Louis Cole

The Shillong Times
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W anted progressive MLAs
MLAs arc expccted to be broad-minded, futuristic
and progressive and that is exactly what Nongpoh
MLA Mayralbom Syiem of the UDP has proven
to be. Meghalaya has crossed its 50th year yet the
enemies of progress have kept it behind the times
by creating a feer psychosis over every development
plan. The Khasi Students’ Union (KSU) has opposed
the railways coming up to Bymihat for over 40 years
now and politicians of all shades have not had the
moral courage or the political nerve and the vision
to break through this logjam although a goods train
would have lowered the price of most essentials
coming into thestate and also made Meghalaya less
dependent on Assam for everything. In the early
days of the resistance against the railways the alibi
trotted out was that there the railways would bring
in more influx. This claim needs to be buttressed by
facts and figures. In fact, henceforth any group that
opposes any development plan has to compulsorily
give the government a white paper showing the eost-
beneflt analysis of a project. In this case the panics
resisting the railways project should be able to give
acogent explanation on the plus and minuses of the
project and prove their point not by oral claims but
by a study they have conducted.

It was alleged in the past that the tmck lobby was
the one flexing itsmuscles against railways and that
they used pressure groups to further their plans.
This may not be far from the tmth. That successive
governments failed to deal with such self-seek
also points to the weak governance in Meghalaya
for the past five decades. MLAs are supposed to
be leaders not lo be led by populist opinions. The
MDA Government now into its second term and
with a comfortable majority should be able to break

through this logjam.

The Khasi National Dorbar @100
and the two Christian Reverends

In spite 0 fnot being active
in the political sphere and
also not able to convene the
regular annua! Dorbar as laid
down in the foundational rule,
the Khasi National Dorbar
managed to commemorate its
centenary year and the one-
day affair was held with fan-
fare on the September4.2023
at the Khasi National Dorbar
1(all. Mawkhar. Shillong.

On the other hand, the
Shillong Records Collec-
tion Centre (SRCC) also
published and distributed the
booklet entitled, Ka Khasi
National Dorbar-Ka Dap
Shi Spah Sncm 1923-2023."
(The Centenary Year of Khasi
National Dorbar 1923-2023).
This concise booklet is the
testament to the works o f the
Dorbar in the past hundred
years

With the sole objective
of preparing the Khasi tribal
community to face and em-
brace the foreseeable changes
and to lay down the founda-
tion of self-rule, the Khasi
National Dorbar was for-
mulated during its first ses-
sions which were held from
September 4-6. 1923. at the
residence hall of Rev JJM
Nichols Roy in Qualapatty,
Shillong.

To understand the Khasi
tribal (political) context then,
it is essential to look at the
developments in the pan India
movement for independence.
In 1918, the first world war
had ended and the British
crown granted India the Gov-
ernmento fIndia Act 1919, in-
stead of the Constitution and
independence. As a result,
the move-

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

the native tribes o f the Khasi
Hills to wake up and to think
forthe good and future of the
Khasi Nation il relation to the
ensuing governmental and
legislative reforms...to pre-
pare ourselves...and to build
the community in the sphere
ofeducation, self-rule and in
every aspect of life..."

The first proceedings of
the Khasi National Dorbar.
Dated September 4-6, 1923.
listed the naircs of 54 male
members, who were pres-
ent at the Dcrbar and also
recorded the participation of
nearly 300 other attendees.
These include the Syiems
(Rulers) of various Khasi
Native State*, nobles and
commoners. Amongst the
hundreds of Jttendecs. Rev
JJ.M Nichols Roy and Rev
Mon Lyngdoh of Laitum-
khrah were also present
Primarily, the sessions of
the Khasi National Dorbar
were political in nature, but
the two Reverends had made
their mark beyond the eccle-
siastical walls. They were
socio-religious leaders of re-
pute whose pastoral ideology
was shaped by the politics
of the day and they heeded
to the call of the struggling
community. On the first day.
the Khasi National Dorbar
elected Join Manik, Syiem of
Sohra (ruler cf Sohra State)
as the Chairman and Hajom
Kissor Singh as the Secretary
respectively. Further, the
resolution was adopted to
constitute the !Xirbar and the

The restof India, including states of the North East
have all welcomed the railways. They include states
like Mizoram. Nagaland, Tripura. Arunachal Pradesh
and now even Sikkim is sought to be connected to
the railways. Why should Meghalaya alone remain
in the backwoocs? As itis, Meghalaya is still heavily
dependent on Assam for air travel. With flights only
connected to Kolkata and the twicc a week flight to
Delhi we are farbehind all the other states. The pres-
ent governmentwith a businessand finance expert at
the head has toensure that Meghalaya takes off on
the development trajectory pronto because that alone
can ensure employment for the burgeoning number
of employable but unemployed youth. Besides, not
everyone is cut out to be an entrepreneur!

Letters to the Editor

Education
Miinister’s
vacuous claims

Editor.

This letter is written in
response to the Education
Minister's press statement
to a section of the media on
September 11. 2023 where
he mentioned the proactive
steps taken by the govern-
ment to improve the edu-
cation sector especially in
government aided colleges.

Firstly. | would like to
seek clitiificalioii fioui the
Education Minister who
has recently taken charge
regarding his statement vis
a vis the sanctioned teaching
posts in the deficit and ad-
hoc collegesin thestate. Can
he catcsorically state how
many ol the total number of
posts have been sanctioned
in the last decade in each of
these aided colleges? As far
as lam aware the numberof
sanctioned posts for teaching
staffhas not increased much
in these colleges for the gov-
ernment to make the claim
of "proactive steps.” Rather
a majority of the sanctioned
posts he mentioned were
those already created two to
three decades earier.

Secondly, many of these
deficit and ad-ho; colleges
which had over tie last two
decades introduced new
departments have done so
by recruiting teachers in
the college posts, (while a
few through recruitment in
sanctioned posts which are
transferred posts that were
earlier allocated to other
existing departments). Ifone
carries outa study in the col-
leges both ad-hoc and deficit,
especially those .ocated in
Shillong one wil find that
there is an increase in the
number of posts >fcollege

-appointed teachers in these
colleges. Further the study
will also reveal that many
of these teachers are paid
a consolidated pay while a
few receive tegular scale of
pay. This lack of uniform
minimum pay structure is be-
cause their pay is determined
by the respective Governing
Bodies of these institutions
and based on the financial
condition of the institution
Sadly for these categories
of teachers, although they
perform the same work as
the sanctioned post college
teachers the very right o f"
equal pay for equal work”
is violated and till date it
remains a far cry. In the
private colleges which have
mushroomed over the years
the plight of these teachers
is even worse where they
are paid a pittance for their
service of nation building.
To add to this the gov-
ernment which claims it is
proactive has till date not
taken any steps to ensure
that the services of teach-
ers in ‘college posts* are
protected. This means the
government has not done
anything to ensure that these
colleges which are aided
by the government adopt
uniform service rules for
the category of college post
teachers. The plight of these
educated employed youth
is that they arc exploited
though they perform the
role of nation- builders
Though the Government of
Meghalaya has notified the
Management Rules in 2013
to govern the Governing
Bodies of these institutions
it has sadly not mentioned
any rules or regulations that
will safeguard the interests
of these college posts teach-
ers who arc under the direct
control of the Governing
Body1Management

ment was started and in the
first two decades of the 20th
century the struggle for inde-
pendence took a formidable
shape. Sensing the impending
political developments which
wereto ensue, the Kliasi lead-
ership, namely, Kmuin Manik
Syiem or ruler of Mylliem
State. Bidor Singh. Syiem
or ruler ofNongkhlaw State
JJ.M Nichols-Roy. Wilson
Reade and three others shot
offa notice to the length and
breadth o f the region inviting
allthe rulers, noblesand com-
moners of the various Khasi
States and entire community
to gather for the Dorbar to
be held in Shillong from
September 4 -6, 1923. In the
notice dated July 27. 1923
these leaders made vivid the
objective and the necessity
ofthe Dorbar in these words-
“You are all aware that the
people of India had started a
great movement for self-rule
and independence. Since
1921 the British rulers had
initiated certain reforms to
facilitate participation of na-
tive Indians in Governance...
therefore itis imperative upon

Thirdly, the introduction
of the NEP 2020 and the
FYUP programme where
new and additional courses
like Skill Enhancement and
Multi Disciplinary Courses
ctc.. the Government which
claims to be proactive has
not even sanctioned new

ts. Had the government

n committed to improv-
ing the education sector and
our unemployed youth they
could have done so if they

allowed to de-
liberate, debate and introduce
motions/bills ctc. Notably,
between 1924and 1928 three
important legislations, viz.,
Ka Ain Long Khun Hima
Ha Ki Khasi States (Citizen-
ship Act in Khasi States),
Ka Ain Bri Khyndew Ha Ki
Hima Khasi (Land Law in the
Khasi Statcs)and Ka Ain Hiar
bad loh Patent: Ha Ki Hima
Khasi (Inheritance and Suc-
cession Law in Khasi States)
were introduced and debated
threadbare in the consecutive
sessions over the period of
four years before they were
enacted. In the sessions held
on the October 1-2.1925, the
Khasi National Dorbar also
debated and settled the other
two critical issues pertain-
ing to question of who is a
Khasi? and tie participation

Rev Mon Lyngdoh and Rev
J.J.M Nichols Roy had played
a critical role and contrib-
uted immensely with their
in-depth knowledge on cul-
ture, history, tradition and
their core beliefs on justice
and equality.

The two Reverends had
their roots in Christian Meth-
odism. but both ended in
separation from the dominant
Welsh Methodist Presbyte-
rian Church and formed their
own indigenous Christian
Churchcs. The Rev JJ.M
Nichols-Roy established the
Church of God or Balang
U Blei in 1902, while Rev
Mon Lyngdoh started the
Christ National Church or
Ka Balang Trai Ri U Khrist
in 1924,

It is evident that before
1887 Rev Mon Lyngdoh
had resided in Lum Mawrie
at Laitumkhrah and accord-
ing to Professor D.L Watjri,
“Babu Mon Lyngdoh was the
eon of Riang Bareh and wae
married to Shamai Mawrie.
He wasa man with immense
knowledge and reason. He
was respected for his kind-
ness and deep moral values.
He was die Pastor whose faith
and commitment was rooted
inthe gospel valueoflovethy
neighbour and lived by it in
his relations with others."

Babu Mon Lyngdoh was
ordained as the Pastor of the
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist
Presbyterian Church at the
Assembly meeting which
was held in Shangpung in
1913. His grasp of the Khasi
indigenous culture and his-
tory was profound and he had
written two articles in Khasi
entitled. “Ka rukom khcin
jait ki Khasi bad Syntcng
(Khasi & Synteng Lineage
system) and "Ka dustur ioh
bynta ki kur bad ki khun na
ka kamai u kpa ha ri Khasi
bad Syntcng” (The custom
and rightof inheritance o fthe
elan members and children
from the self-acquired prop-
erty ofthe father) which were
published in U Nongialam
Khristan in 1912 and 1915
respectively.

Babu Mon Lyngdoh*s un-
derstandingand knowledge of
matriliny. inheritance, gender
justicc and role of women in
politics and governance were
reflected in his first article.
While, in the second article he

of Khasi life and it governs
every walk of life, their reli-
gion. beliefand all social laws
and customs. Though the line
of descent is taken from the
mother, yet the father is the
pivotaround which the whole
family revolves. According to
Babu Mon. the biblical value
of love thy parents and neigh-
bour isalso embedded in the
concept o f tipkur tipkha.

On the other hand. Rev
JI.M Nichols-Roy was one
among the six children bom
to U Khali Than Roy and Ka
Rimai Syiemlich. He was
bom in Mawsiarwait, Sheila
in 1884 and later bccamc the
communicant member of the
Welsh Presbyterian Church
at Sheila in 1899. Aftercom-
pleting his primary educa-
tion, Joy Mohon (Rev JJ.M
Nichols Roy) was sent out
to continue his high school
education at Shillong Gov-
ernment High School. Later
he went as far as Calcutta
to further engage in higher
studies and the cosmopolitan
environment of the city chal-
lenged his naivety. However,
the opportunity to be exposed
to and engage with the wider
society shaped his inquisitive
mind and pilgrimage.

Rev J.J.M Nichols-Roy's
political journey began when
he was first elected to the
Legislative Council of As-
sam Province in 1920 and
he was also instrumental in
the formulation of the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution
of India and the formation of
Autonomous District Coun-
cils in the United Khasi &
Jaintia Hills District since
1952.

During the sessions held
from August 11-13, 1924,
RevJJ.M Nichols-Roy spoke
about the danger of assimila-
tion of the miniscule Khasi
tribe with the Hindu and
Muslim majority communi-
ties. He firmly believed that
the Khasi idea of freedom,
democracy and their ethos
stood in sharp contrast with
people of other regions. He
was also critical of the Syi-
emsor Native Rulersof Khasi
States who failed to fathom
the impending dangers and
challenges that would befall
the Khasi tribe in Indepen-
dent India. This carnc from
their lack of knowledge and
wisdom. He fearlessly spoke
of the aspirations of tribal
people and their ethics of
equality, castclcssncss and
which are not

ofwomen. }
Khasi National Dorbar passed
the amendment allowing full
membership of women.

On perusing the records
available and analysing the
issues which were debated
at the initial years of the
Khasi National Dorbar. it
can be inferred that both

implying that it is as much
the respons bility of the
centre as it is of the state.
The NEP 2020 is a policy
of the centre and currently
is being run in all colleges
through our proactive Gov-
ernment which is concerned
about our youth but where
and what are the steps taken
so far by this proactive Gov-
ernment towards ensuring
quality? The answer is that
in the last three decades the

had planned the
tion of NEP by sanctioning
additional posts at least for
these courses. Sadly, it may
be pointed out that even a
college run by the govern-
ment is recruiting teachers
for these new courses on an
hourly basis. Asa matter of
fact when the Supreme Court
had passed a judgement on
introducing Environmental
Education (M C Mehta vs
Union of India case in 1991)
as a subject in colleges the
Government has till date not
created sanctioned posts for
the deficitand aided colleges
for this subject in Deficit and
ad-hoc colleges. Colleges
which were compelled to
introduce this subject in the
semester system and contin-
ue running this course now,
renamed as value-added
courses under FY UPare do-
ing so by recruiting teachers
under col lege posts.

Lastly, the number of
aided and private colleges
are farmore than the govern-
ment colleges in the state.
Is it not high time for this
proactive government un-
der the leadership of an
efficient Education Minister
to walk the talk and act pro-
actively rather than making
tall claims of what the Gov-
ernment has done for these
aided institutions.

Hducation as a subject is
under the Concurrent List

g preparedn
has not been visible. It has
hardly create:! a substantial
number of sanctioned posts.
Rather the Government lias
shrugged off its responsibil-
ity towards the colleges of
which the ma.ority are aided
and private, f the Minister
claims otherwise can he
publicly share how many
posts have b:cn created in
the aided colcgcs - college
wise. The fact of the matter
is that the only step that the
Government has taken so
far is the constitution of the
State Education Commission
in July 2023.
Yourccic
ABasaiawmoit.
Via email

Jawaan: A
powerful cinematic

experience

Editor,

In a society where po-
litical discourse often takes
a back scat to entertain-
ment and sensationalism,
the recently released film
“Jawaan” has emerged as
a powerful reminder of the
critical role informed and
engaged cit zens play in
shaping the future of their
country. Directed by Alice
and featuring :hciconic Shah
Rukh Khan. "Jawaan" boldly
addresses various pressing

ptoftip-
kur tipkha vis a vis the right
ofinheritance by the children
and members of paternal
clan. It is to be noted here,
the Khasi concept of ka Tip
Kur Tip Kha is to know and
respect one’s own maternal
and paternal kinships. This
is the fundamental feature

political and social issues,
offering a thought-provoking
narrative that transcends
the confines of the silver
screen.

At a time when media
outlets and governmental
agencies have struggled
to effectively convey the
gravity of certain societal
challenges, "Jawaan* steps
forward to bridge the gap.
Tlic film courageously tack-
Ics issues that have plagued
the nation for years, issues
that often go ignored or
minimized amidst the noise
ofdaily life.

One ofthe central themes
ofthe movie is the alarming
rate of farmer suicidcs in
India, shedding light on the
plight of those who feed the
nation but remain ensnared
indebtand despair. "Jawaan"
forces us to confront the
harsh realities faced by these
individuals and their fami-
lies. urging us to consider
what more can be done to
supportagriculture and rural
communities.

Furthermore, the film
delves into the rampant cor-
ruption in the healthcare sec-
tor. a subject that hits close to
home for many citizens who
have experienced the frustra-
tions of a broken system. It
unapologetically portrays
the need for a comprehen-
sive overhaul of this sector,
emphasizing that lives are
at stake.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, "Jawaan" empha-
sizes the disconnect between
elected officials and the
public, highlighting how-
far removed those in power
can become from the dailv
struggles of ordinary citi-
zens. Through the character
of Vikram Rathore. the film
calls on us to demand greater
accountability from our lead-
ersand to actively engage in

found in mainland India.

In conclusion, the Khasis
had contributed their share
towards the history of inde-
pendent India. Thus, the story
about Khasi National Dorbar
is crucial to our struggle for
participatory democracy and
autonomy.

the democratic process.

While the film serves as
a compelling mirror reflect-
ingsociety's issues, it doesn't
stop there. "Jawaan" also
offers a glimmer of hope,
emphasizing the importance
of speaking out against in-
justice and advocating for
change. It sends a power-
ful message that ordinary
Citizens have the power to
make a difference, especially
through their votes.

In a time when voter
apathy and disillusionment
with the political system are
|>icvalciil. "Juwadn™ selves
as a wake-up call. Itencour-
ages audiences not only to
appreciate the cinematic
experience butalso to intro-
spect and take action. The
film reminds us that being
a responsible citizen is not
limited to casting a vote
every few years: it involves
actively participating in the
democratic process, holding
leaders accountable, and
working towards positive
change in our communiti

Insummary, "Jawaan" is
notjusta film: it’s a powerful
call toaction. Itdemonstrates
the potential ofcinema toen-
gage. inform, and inspire. It
challenges us to be educated
and responsible citizens who
can shape a brighter future
for our nation. "Jawaan" is
indeed a must-watch movie
that offers both entertain-
ment and enlightenment,
reminding us that our voices
and votes can make a pro-
found impact on the society
we live in.

Yoursetc.,

R Sarki.

Via emaii
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Supreme Court must decide carlv

aboutrepealing Section

124A of IPC

Centre is confusing its
stand on Sedition Law
through its proposed bill

By Sushil Kutty

For th; umpteenth time
in umpte:n years. Section
124A or what is called the
Sedition law could end up
facing the guillotine though
the Centre wants the process
halted with the Supreme
Court clearly not willing
to acquiesce. The Modi
government is no different
from other governments.
When in the opposition,
all parties clamour for the
complete striking down of
Section  24A but it is an

altogether different tunc
when in government. This
time, however, the Supreme
Court appears to be in no
mood to give in.

Goaway'is the sentiment
in the apex court despite
both the attorney-general
and solie tor-general doing
their bes. to convince the
top court to back off. The
constitutional validity of
Section 124A will be heard,
period. A Constitution bench
of fivejustices will hear the
case. Forthose who haven't
a clue. Scction 124A of the
IPC criminalises sedition.
The Centre said there was
no need tor the hearing as
the IPC vas being replaced
by the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita Bill, which is currently
before a Parliament Standing
Comnmittee.

But the Supreme Court
has its own code as attorney
general R Venkataramani
and solicitor general Tushar
Mehta cane to realize. The
top court refused the Cen-
tre's reqjest to defer the
hearing. Note that Section
124A is <till in the Consti-
tution. but there is also ihe
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
Tire proposed "new law' in
a penal statute will have
only prospective and not
retrospective effect”. CJ1
DY Chandrachud made it
clear thatas long as Section
124A remained in the statute
book, the “challenges need
to be assessed accordingly"”
and no new law will change
the status of the thousands
of criminal cases still to be
prosecuted under Section
124A.

The firc-judge Constitu-
tion beneh will look at the
decision cfa five-judge Con-
stitution Tench that had in
1962 upheld the validity of
Scction 124A. The popular
sentiment today is to strike
down Scction 124A alto-
gether and be done with it
The 1962 judgment (Kedar
Nath Singh versus State of
Bihar) orily tested Section
124A against Article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution and
notagairct Article 14 (equal-
ity before law).

The proposed Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita Bill, which
is before ihe Parliament
Standing Committee, does
not have a matching provi-
sion like Section 124A. but
Section 1>00fthe 'Sanhita’
while giving the stick to "se-
dition" resorts to the words
“endangering sovereignty.

unity and integrity o f India”
to spell out the offence
With the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita Bill, sedition got a
longer name, which senior
advocate Kapil Sibal said
was more “draconian” and
“much worse”.
"Prosecutions will go
on”. Sibal warned. Other
problems with Section 124A
include that it docs not dis-
tinguish between "stale”
and “government”, and the
'state’ cannot always be

"government’. The fact of
the matter is the colonial
erasedition law should have
gone with the British Raj but
it did not and continues lo
be used indiscriminately by
successive governments of
independent India to curb
dissent.

The moment a govern-
ment resorts to Section 124A
that government turns au-
thoritarian and by that reck-
oning almost every Indian
regime sincc Independence
has been authoritarian and
the Modi government has
had its share o fauthoritarian
streaks. But then nothing
should be surprising as Scc-
tion 124A was a British Raj
law to suppress opposition to
foreign colonial rule: target
Indian nationalists.

The pity is. all govern-
ments since Independence
have been aping the colonial
government. The law has
been used to silence the
criticso fthe government in-
cludingjournalists, students,
academia, and political ad-
versaries. The sedition law
has wide applicability and
carriesa maximum sentence
of-life’, Butitis the proccss
that i the punishment

Every time there is a new
Parliamentsession demands
for putting the sedition law
to rest are made. But noth-
ing happens. In 2022, the
Supreme Court had put a
hold on the use of Scction
124A. It was considered
thal if Parliament did not
acton the controversial law,
the Supreme Court would
rule on its constitutionality
Ensuring India's compliance
with international human
rights is another reason why
Scction 124A should go.
That said, old wine ina new
bottle is out of the question.
The Supreme Court should
stand firm, not buckle under.
Onlyan early decision by the
top court will put an end lo
this blackmail

Bottom-line, the British
repealed its own sedition
law in 2009, what is India
waiting for  Armageddon?
In India, sedition cases have
risen by 30 percent during
Modi Raj. That is huge
500sedition cases involving
7000 people, according to
one count. The talk is people
arc being charged under
Scction 124A for cracking
Modijokes. Itis funny but it
isn't funny. Laughing could
attract Scction 124A. (IPA
Service)
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Agenda for ‘India’

THE INDIA alliance is far from a cohesive en-
tity. The chinks in its armour are there for all to
see and fathem. Yet, the leaders of the alliance
are mindful of the fact that the only way to face
the BJP-lcd NDA is to stand united and face
the coming parliament polls. With the alliance
of the Opposition demonstrating its relevance,
if not might, by winning a set of assembly
byclections in various states a week ago. there
is increasing frenzy in their ranks about a pos-
sibility of ousting the BJP from power through
a united push. However, at state levels, a simi-
lar unity is unlikely to materialize. Even in the
Lok Sabha polls. INDIA alliance can work out
a seat-sharirg arrangement in several states,
but not all states. Fact is that they have nothing
much incommon other than a goal to defeat the
BJP and share power at the Ccntrc. AAP chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal has made it clear that
the opposition alliance would be irrelevant ifthe
Congress decides to go italone in Delhi for the

Lok Sabha polls. Uni
is still a farcry.

in the opposition ranks

However, differences are not holding back
the opposition leaders from taking the push
forward. They have decided to hold public
meetings across the country to demonstrate
their collective might. The first such meeting
would be hed in the first week of Octobcr in
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, where assembly polls
are round the comer. The first INDIA coordina-
tion committee meeting held in Delhi has also
decided to immediately start the seat-sharing
talks. A sense of urgency is gripping them amid
speculations of the Modi government pushing
the One Nation, One Poll agenda and the likeli-
hood ofan advancement of parliament polls. It
was with thisin mind that the opposition alliancc
has also decided to zero in on the castc-ccnsus
issue. This could turn out to be a counter to the
BJP’s Hinduiva-bascd push to polarize Hindu
votes. Large sections of Hindus being in the
lower castes, the opposition alliance is aiming
atdividing the Hindu votes and get the numeri-
cally stronger segments of the population from
among the backward castes to the anti-BJP fold.
Itis more or less certain that this could form the
basis for the INDIA alliance’s campaign strategy
for the coming parliament polls. The SP in Uttar
Pradesh, the RJD and other non-BJP parties in
Bihar could be depended upon to lead the anti-
BJP charge in these states. So would the DMK
in Tamil Nadu. Clearly, the INDIA alliance's
strategy is to effectively neutralize the BJP-lcd
NDA in the coming polls.

Frank talk by

the CM and
Education
Minister

F.ditor.

We welconic the frank
statement of the Chief Min-
ister “Keep politics away
from education;! institutes”
as reported on the front page
of the Shillong Times, Sep
14, 2023. In seconding this
statement, the Education
Minister also called for the
separation of politics from
education.

The CM also recounted
his conversation with the
former Education Minister.
Manas Chaudhui who urged
the implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020. Manas Chaudhuri was
the first education minister to
conceive a state education
policy. Being a member of
that group. I can vouch for
the commendable commit-
ment that ultimately resulted
in the first cducition policy
for the state

It is regrettable that the
various bodies that crcatc
and implemeni education
policy for higher education
in the state seem to have
reached an iimassc. It is
always easy to find faults,
deficiencies and loopholes
in the system, if that is what
one is looking for. At the
same time, if all panics take
aconstructive stance, a good
beginning can definitely
be made. Ultimately it is a

positive attitude, and well-
meaning leadership that
can win the day for a good

use

NF.P2020 isagood cause.
It is futile to claim that it is
an ‘imported’ product from
the USA. So what? Ifit will
bringabout development and
livelihoods, surely that is a
good thing. It is fashionable
for left-leaning academi-
cians to deery liberal arts
education as being a toot ol
capitalism. Has this ideol-
ogy brought prosperity and
jobs for our youth? Maybe
such ideologues would like
Meghalaya to continue to
be poor. W have to be more
pragmatic in solving our
social problems.

While NEP 2020 pro-
motes a liberal aits approach
to higher education, it has
noteworthy components of
vocational, value-added and
interdisciplinary education.
Interdisciplinarity specifi-
cally calls fora multipronged
approach to solving a social
problem, such as the Sustain-
ability Development Goals.

Itis true that NEP 2020
has ccrtain inbuilt challeng-
es. which have been rightly
talked about. But college
teachers are knowledgeable
and well-rounded persons.
Surely individuals with a
postgraduate or doctoral
degree can teach beyond
their subject. Some of the
subjects like “Understanding
India” can suiely be taught
by any teacher. Wc need not
be restricted to the rigid silo
ofourdiscipline.

The pioneers of Montes-

(SI1X)

Are tribal students incapable of  The dynamics of
learning Mathematics & Science?

Over a decade ago those
running the Meghalaya
Board of School Education
(MBoSE)and the StatcCoun-
cil for liducaiion.il Research
and Training (SCERT) de-
cided in their wisdom that
Mathematics should no lon-
ger be made compulsory
for passing the 1ligh School
Leaving Certificate (HSLC)
Exam later callcd the Senior
School Leaving Certificate
(SSLC) Exam. The reason
for this brainwave was be-
cause too many students
were failing in Mathematics
Insicad o f carrying out a de-
tailed survey on the reasons
for the poor performance of
students in the SSLC exams
the educational experts took
a unilateral decision to make
Mathematics non-compulso-
ry. Hence students scoring
even single digit marks in
Mathematics would pass their
SSLC exams. This decision
is deeply flawed bccause
it deprives the students of
analytical skills. Mathematics
helps students to break down
acomplicated problem intoa
scries of tractablc steps. This
requires logical thinking.

Mathematics sharpens
skills ofobscrvancc and anal-
ysis. Several of the regions
and functional areas of the
brain thatarc activated during
processing of mathemati-
cal statements arc strongly
involved in visual attention,
visual processing, recall and
working memory, say edu-
cationists. There arc certain
qualities that are nurtured by
mathematics. They include
reasoning power, creativity,
abstract or spatial thinking,
critical thinking, problem-
solving ability and even ef-
fective communication skills.
Inour day to day lives wc use
measures in several aspects
such as cooking, stitching,
even knitting. Wc count, sub-
tract. divide, multiply almost
unconsciously and yet when
itcomes to writingan exam in
matltematics why do students
fare so poorly? If students
are not learning mathematics
they arc naturally switching
offa part of their brains. This
would naturally result in that
part of the brain not being
used even in their daily lives.
Itiscommon to hear students
and even some grown-ups
putting up their hands and
saying that Mathematics is
beyond their ken. But wc
also have PhDs in Mathemat-
ics from among the Khasis.
Perhaps wc should seek out
these gems and ask them to
share their expcricnecs on
how they managed to scalc
the heights that their peers
and the younger generation
today find daunting. Our
problem as a socicty is that

sorian education in India
Rabindranath Tagore and
Gijubhai Badhcka. spoke
firstly of kindness to chil-
dren. The welfare and future
of our students must be our
priority.

Perhaps the various
groups in the mix of things
can organize an acadcmic
confcrence to see how wc
can make small beginnings
and take graded steps to
achieving the goals ol NbP
2020. Weowe it lo the youth
of our state, who so often
have been buffeted by forces
beyond their control, and arc
forced to study in a broken
system

oursetc..
Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email

Educators left
to fend for
themselves

Editor.

Yesterday's news head-
lines screamed: ‘Keep poli-
tics away from our sacred
educational institutions.’
It struck me as profoundly
perplexing, given that this
plea camc from a tcachcr-
turncd-politician. Equally
intriguing is our Chief Min-
ister's penchant for conjuring
arbitrary figures, such as
400-500 crores. to fund the
implementation of the NEP.
I'long for the day when the
publicdemands a meticulous
breakdown o fthese numbers,
seeking to uncover whether

By Patricia Mukhim

we don’t seek out those that
can motivate our younger
generation to break new paths
and scale new heights.

It is interesting to note
thal amongst the scientists
that worked with the Chan-
drayaan team were quite a
number from the North East
Regional InstiutcofTcchnol-
ogy (NF.RIST) in Arunachal
Pradesh and afew of those
were from Manipur and As-
sam. As can be cxpected there
were none fircm Meghalaya.
One of the reasons why we
perhaps don’t see too many
passing the elite civil ser-
vices is also because most o f
those who have qualified in
these past few years arc from
the engineering or medical
streams. | have hardly met
IAS probationers who have

and Icam to validate and cor-
rect an approach, organize
their thoughts and engage in
data management they can
graduate to project manage-
ment. personal and collective
financeand to entrepreneurial
skills and financial literacy.
As wc can sec these arc very
much wanting in our tribal
societies. In fact our educa-
tion system is depriving our
youngoncsofihis huge ocean
of learning.

Learning mathematics
makes learning the sciences
and technology easier. A
scientific culturc is a culturc
ofconstantly questioning and
discovering. Ithelps develop
creativity and makes students
sharper in their ability to link
environment protection by
changing their daily habits

A study on the MBOSE results 2020 revealed
thatonly 12per cent o fstudents in Meghalaya
optedfor tix Science stream while 7 percent opted
for Commerce anda whopping SI per cent students
took up Arts. Can we imagine the disequilibrium
in this system? Where will the 81% o fstudents
findjobs within the state or even outsule it with an
unimaginative educational curriculum that does
not impart life skills such as communication skills,
questioning skills, the skill to problematce issues
thai anise anxieties in our society?

comc from ihe pure Arts
stream in a long time.

A study on the MBOSE
results 2020 revealed that
only 12 per c:nt of students
in Meghalaya opted for the
Science stream while 7 per-
cent opted for Commerce
and a whopping 81 percent
students took up Arts. Can wc
imagine the disequilibrium
in this system? Where will
the 819% of sttdents findjobs
within the stale or even out-
side it with an unimaginative
educational curriculum that
docs not impart life skills
suchas communication skills,
questioning skills, the skill to
problematize ksucs Ihatcause
anxieties in our society?

What is t>day clubbed
as Science. Technology. En-
gineering ami Mathematics
(STEM) is a big part o fwhat
students needto Icam to give
themselves a fair chance in
the job market since this is a
technology drivenworld. One
oftitc reasons why we arc so
flawed in our arguments is
because we lack mathemati-
cal skills. Ifourstudents Icam
early in life to implement
mathematical logic, and to
read texts analytically, if
they Icam to irgue logically

they fall woefully short,
extravagantly excessive, or
hamtoniouslv matching the
requirements Such transpar-
ency would >hinc a light on
(he depth of consideration
and dedication invested in
resolving the financial in-
tricacies of the NEP imple-
mentation.

What stings the most is
witnessing politicians cry
foul when their agendas are
challenged. In contrast, the
valour of teachers. bravely
defending their principles,
raises alarm bells for a state
accustomed » seeking sub-
stantial hancouts from the
central government, ranging
from essential provisions like
water and seeds for farmers
to lavish luxury ears, heli-
copters. and opulent cruises
for the ruling elite. The web
of falsehoods spun in an era
of cancel cuture. is aimed
squarely at the steadfast
teaching community, and it
serves as a stark reminder of
society’s tencency to follow
without qucs ioning

Yet. what eaves me truly
astonished is Ik recent state-
ment by the Education Min-
ister regarding, the advertised
positionsat two venerable in-
stitutions. St. Anthony’s Col-
lege and St. Mary's College.
With close ties to both the
teaching anc non-teaching
staff within ihcsc hallowed
halls of lean ing. I've comc
to discern Ihat even if. by
some niiracubusturno f fate,
all the preseni positions were
to be vacatcd overnight, their
collective coant would still
fall significartly short of the

which harm the environment
such as plastic use or the
reckless cutting down of trees
or even the critical need to
conserve rivers,

Somehow the STEM sub-
jects arc assumed to be "dif-
ficult” subjects. But that's
where teaching skills comc
in. The next question for Me-
ghalaya is how many really
qualified Mathematics teach-
ers do wc have? When more
than half the class fails in
Mathematics dowe blame the
students or the teacher? Arc
tlx: currentcrop o fMathemat-
ics tcachers usingappropriate
strategies to reach out to the
last person in the classroom;
the listless child; the child
who comes from a home
that cannot afibrd tuition; or
the child that suffers from
malnutrition and therefore
has poor cognitive abilities?
Teaching strategics cannot be
stuck in the mud. They need
to be experimental and adjust
to the needs of the students,
faking local examples while
teaching mathematics and
science works best instead
of using western concepts.
Taking students out for na-
ture rambling achieves much
more than classroom-bound

lofty numbers proclaimed
by the minister. The true
purpose behind his statement
remains veiled in mystery,
yet one ccrtainty emerges:
he may have been a lack-
luster educator, seeking his
intellectual fulfilment (read
financial gain) solely within
the realm of politics.

The conclusion that ap-
pears before me is that edu-
cators must champion their
own rights and their own
rights alone. It's a sad truth
that a substantial segment
oftix* general populacc. and
regrettably, even some with-
in the teaching fraternity,
stumble in the shadows ofig-
norance. grappling with the
most rudimentary concepts
even when elucidated with
the clarity of a diagram. It
pains me to admit that, in the
end, we facc a stark choice:
submission to the prevailing
powers or facc the ominous
prospect of oblivion. This
reality paints a dystopian
panorama, sombre and unde-
niably real, marking the edge
ofan era’s precipice.

Yours etc
1. Kharkongor
Via email

Atrocious road
conditions

Editor.

1 wish to draw the atten-
tion of the present govern-
ment to the Khlchriat road
in East Jainlia Hills which
is now in a much worse
situation than in ihe previ-

teaching.

Our classrooms must
be redesigned lo do away
with the top-down approach.
Ilicrc has to be enough time
for discussions and clarify-
ing doubts. A student should
not go out of the class with
doubts in his’her mind. Ask-
ing questions is not impu-
dence or impertinence. li
means the student is curious.
Agood teacher should instead
welcome questions bccausc
it shows that the student’s
curiosity is piqued and that
he-slx: has an interest in the
subject.

It is good io know that the
present Education Minister
is thinking of revisiting the
present education system and
to once again make Math-
ematics compulsory. This
would be a greatstep forward
for our future generation. Wc
need scicntific minds to build
this state. Wc cannot allow
half-baked ideas to drive the
vision of Meghalaya. This
state deserves beiter and
that will only comc when
wc have more curious and
enquiring mindsas legislators
and bureaucrats. Meghalaya
must work at democratizing
access to the STEM subjects
and give everyone an equal
opportunity to innovate. Edu-
cational modelling is much
needed as it makes difficult
subjects much easier to un-
derstand

What must also be un-
derstood here is that while
engaging teachcrs we should
be looking for the best and
the most skilled in teaching.
It is here that “Reservation™
becomesa minus point. Front
experience 1know fora fact
thal some people arc just
not cut out for teaching but
they are there becausc of the
quota system. | know this is
a sore point but we have to
make a choice. Should we
give a go by io a good and
well experienced teacher
only becausc Ihat person is
nota tribal? There are several
students who have passed
out in the 1970's and 1980’
and were taught Mathemat-
ics by the best teachers in
their colleges (irrespective
of community). They ended

unemployment
solutions

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

InJune-August, 2023 Me-
ghalayaCM Conrad Sangma
made significant statements
on uncmpoyment. stating
upfront thai the government
cannot provide jobs to all
while encouraging the youth
to work abroad, etc. 1llis is
in contrastto the 5 lakh jobs
promised by the NPP during
the MLA elections in Febru-
ary, 2023. TMC promised 3
lakh employment opportu-
nities. By now voters must
connect the dots and realise
that these arc nothing but
election gmmicks. It will
be fruitful if this learning is
used as terms of rcfcrences
in future elections. But then
again, unemployment should
not be viewed only from the
government’s perspective. A
holistic picture ofits dynam-
ics is nccdxl. 1f the people
do not engage in solutions
to unemployment, there is
no light ai the end of the
tunnel.

In devebping economies
like Meghalaya, politics
influences growth. This dy-
namic is known as ‘political
cconomy”. It is the study of
business :nd ils develop-
ment in relation to govern-
ment. Itanalyses the ways in
which governments allocate
scarce resources in socicty
through regulations. It is
based on ihe premise that
regulatiorcschemes lead to
progress aid development.
However, ihis is only true
if the government is aware
of the nccis of the people
and their capabilities. Else
(he regulations and schemes
will not bit the intended
target. Political cconomy is
an age-old concept. Today
there arcstudieswhichques-
tion if politics should dictate
the economy (example Poor
Economics, pp. 393-400).
They underline that it has
to be the other way round,
i.e. the stat: o f the cconomy
should direct the policies,
regulations and schemes
For example, government
schemes require collateral/
guarantee n one form or the
other. Plus there arc checks

tor. However, the degree of
migration o f the youth from
rural to urban arcas is per-
plexing. Clearly something
is not happening right in the
villages. Agriculture and
tourism arc double engines
that would drive growth,
but the engines are run-
ning at halfcapacity. Harold
Goodwin has researched
extensively on the area of
responsible tourism. He cor-
rectly notes that for tourism
to be callcd ‘responsible’
two things have to happen.
One, local productsscrviccs
must be used at the rural
destination. Two, the eco-
nomic benefitso fusing such
products scrviccs must go to
the local community. These
arc the two pointers that
explain migration. Inalmost
all the rural destinations of
Meghalaya local productsl
services are not uecd, and
even ifused, the benefits do
not percolate down to the
deserving local community.
Imagine if it was to the con-
trary. rural tourism would
then provide employment
to the many with gainful
returns. This would also
mean a much-needed push
foragricultural practices and
produce. Sadly, it is not so
and hence we can say that
Meghalaya tourism is not
responsible.

Let us take the case of
plastics. Shillong city has
been grappling with (his
problem forquite some time.
Every notification banning
plastic use has been ineffec-
tive. The reason is simple
- non-availability of alter-
natives. The government
comcs out red-faced consis-
tently. It would have been
better if before the ban on
plastics, some youths are
empowered to set up an
alternative to plastic produc-
ing enterprises. Hie demand
for various varieties o f carry
bags is enormous. That way
it has the potential to creatc
anumber of business cnter-
piisvs and employ [>cilia)>s
hundreds o f them

Joseph in his

up doing their
couises in the best institutions
in the country. Isn’t this also
oneofthe prime reasonswhy
most parents who can afford
to. now opt to send their
kids to schools in Chennai.
Bangalore. Mumbai. Delhi
etc? So the only kids that arc
deprived of good mathemat-
ics and science education arc
those whose parents cannot
afford better.

As a state we arc doing a
great disservice to our stu-
dents! This has to change!

ous year. | have been posted
in Meghalaya rural bank
Khichriat Branch since the
past two years and travel
to Shillong every weekend
and on government holidays
as my home is in Shillong.
As can be imagined | facc
a horrific time travelling on
ihis road due io the large
craters on the road which
can often prove dangerous
and this starts right from
tlx; National Highway from
Jowai to Khlichriat and be-
ing such a busy market area
heavy vehicles arc stuck in
these craters in the middle
of the road. This in turn
creates heavy traffic jams
thereby creating unnecessary
delay for us in reaching our
workplace.

The Government should
pay attention to this problem
which might appear small
but for us who use the road
on a daily basis life is being
affected also becausc | stay
in a rented accommodation
near the market and have to
use this road regularly

The reason 1bring this to
tix; attention of the media is
becausc you arc the fourth
pillar of democracy and
should actually be highlight-
ing these problems on behalf
of the public

Yours etc.,
Mukesh Sharma
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

upon the
of the applicant. Now, how
would budding entrepre-
neurs with little or no finan-
cial backing qualify for these
interventions? Further, there
are some homcstay appli-
cantswhoire not considered
on account of their location
(example Vlawlai). If such
regressive guidelines arc
followed then it defeats the
goal o fcreating employment
through self-employment.
This iswhere the reversal of
political economy becomes
significant,

There arc many youths
who arc already well-trained
with multiple capabilities.
Some of them went through
a formal programme o fedu-
cation whie there arc also
those who arc self-taught.
In the age of cdu-tech and
applications, sclf-lcaming
is extensive amongst the
young. The problem lies
with puttii their skills into
gainful employment. An
interaction with them will
tell us that the major hurdle
is finance. When itcomcs to
money limitation, all skills
and dreams arc shattered.
The other hurdle is market
size. The cities and towns
of Meghalaya do not have
the capacity to provide more
employment unless new
interventions happen at the
macro lcvd. At present there
is an imbalance between
labour denand and labour
supply. The demand is lim-
ited whereas the supply is
excessive. The automation
ofmany tasks has also con-
tributed to the shrinking of
demand. Ithas also changed
the supply-sideskill sets that
one needs 0 possess. These
imbalances will continue
unless thetc is an injection
of vibrancy in the cconomy.
The way out is to focus on
hard infrastructure such as
roads, airports, railways,
special economic zones,
agricultural hubs. ctc. This
will expand the cconomy
and pan idc morejobs. Even
a sample study will provide
valuable insights on the
imbalance between labour
demand and supply and ac-
cordingly interventions can
be designed

tiven today, the strength
ofMeghalaya is its rural sec-

theory ofeconomic develop-
ment talked about ‘creative
destruction”. It may sound
negative but in troth it has a
positive spin to it. Accord-
ing to Schumpcter. for de-
velopment to happen some
destruction must happen
(which is creative). This
opens up possibilities for
employment and growth.
In the process the old is
replaced by the new. Sus-
tainable and environment
friendly carry bags as against
plastics isa creative destruc-
tion. Further, as wc moved
from cathode ray tube (CRT)
TVstosmart TVsand when
airports and railways would
changc the transportation
and economic landscape
in Meghalaya. These too
arc examples of creative
destruction.

Now, this solution may be
controversial for some. Ven-
ture capital and angel financc
is a western concept. They
entail quick and targeted
financing without collateral1
guarantee to budding entre-
preneurs who have new and
innovative ideas. The ideas
arc mostly tcch-oricnted.
Facebook (now Meta) and
Apple arc good examples
of business conglomerates
that started through venture
capital financing. A venture
capital uses its own funds
and borrowed funds to lend
to entrepreneurs. An angel
financier uses his/her own
funds to finance enterprises
(hence the word angel)
These arc basically people
with huge wealth. Megha-
laya has business people
who have amassed wealth
but with no avenues to invest
in them. 1f such wealth can
bechannelized lo financc in-
novative businesses, the po-
tential positive outcomesare
many. Meaning, Meghalaya
has the potential to produce
many angels. What is needed
is a platform to bring these
high net-worth individuals
together in a form o fsociety
or funding agency or foun-
dation (like Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation). A proper
strategy and roadmap to this
effect can help solve the
unemployment problem to
a large extent. (Email » Ac«-
janiin(ajuhu.ac.in)
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‘The true identity theft is notfinancial.

1t3 not in cyberspace. Its spi

itual.

1t been taken.”

Stephen Covey

The Shillong Times

ATt ROW. SHMKMIIKK It XHi

Pedestrianised Assembly Sessions
THE 5-day Meghalaya Legislative Assembly
session that began on Friday is yet again an
exercise in futility. Assembly sessions have
become mere formalities to fulfil constitutional
demands. Nothing much gets done in the As-
sembly. Those in the Government ensure they
are not put through the wringer for their acts
of omission and commission by reducing the
number of days given to discussing a plethora
of issues. In fact, the Government forgets that
there are four pillars that sustain democracy
and the Legislature is a key pillar. As of today,
in Meghalaya it appears that the Executive is
seeking to steamroll the Legislature by ensuring
that the sessions are cut short. Only three days
have been allocated to government business and
two days for private members' bills.

What is easily forgotten is that the State
Legislature is vested with powers to seek ac-
countability from the government (executive).
The Council cf Ministers is responsible to the
Legislature collectively. It remains in office for
as long as it enjoys the confidence o fthe House.

The Council af Ministers is removed

if the

Legislature adopts a motion of no-confidence
against it. The State Legislature can keep checks
on the government by asking questions and
supplementary moving adjournment motions
and calling attention notices. Thisrequires much
homework by the legislators. In many states,
MLASs appoint researchers to move around in
their constituencies and feed them with key
information on governance gaps. In fact, it is to
buttress the role of legislators in Meghalaya that
the MDA Government had signed a deal with
the Indian School of Business in Mohali to train
legislators. Several batches including the pres-
ent batch have received training. Whether that
training is o fany use must be watched keenly
on the deliberations during this short assembly

session.

The Legislature actually exercises real politi-
cal power in the state but they are now reduced
to insignificance and not given the respect and
dignity they deserve. Each MLA irrespective of
whether he/she is from the ruling party or the
opposition represents the aspirations and griev-
ances of lakhs o f constituents whose voices are
only represented in these assembly sessions. By
short-circuiting the legislative proceedings the
government is muting the voices of the people
of Meghalaya who have elected them in the
first place.Lcaving just two days for private
members’ bill which is essentially a bill intro-
duced by a non-minister or opposition member
is doing injustice to parliamentary democracy
and flexing ofexecutive muscle merely because
of the numbers game. The present Executive
has a comfortable majority which allows it to
ride roughshod over a disparate Opposition.
Evidently the Opposition led by the Congress
has not put forward acommon agenda since no
meeting was called to discuss those common
issues. These are the shortcomings of the Op-

po

on which need to be remedied because they

are actually letting down the people.

Of political
opportunists

Fditor.

Oncc again AlDen Thyr*
niang in his article. Three
parties in less than two
years” (ST September 13,
2023) draws me into re-
sponding. and in this case,
to Shangpliang’s Jumping
Jack Flash move?, (nothing
to do with Mict Jagger's
steps) and the government's
pettiness of an "unofficial”
political song that was sung
on Teacher’s Day in a gov-
ernment collcge.

The question, "Ordo you
have an ideology at all?",
will find no answer. Op-
portunists have *Strategies!"
Just like milking ayak in the
high Himalayas to extract
the maximum milk from the
low producing animal! The
“Zero policy politicians must
be shunted.” has o now be
translated into action by the
voters. In fact such politi-
cians should be shunned.’
They will always be un-
predictable. unproductive
and unpalatable no matter

what office they are given!
However, what shocks me
is the Cloud 9 demeanour

The Rise of Hacktivism

Arc public disclosures
necessary for transparency?
Should hackersbe allowed to
penetrate computer systems
to uncover the truth? Should
publishing leaked documents
be a crime? What should
be considered ’rightland
what should be considered
‘ethical? These arc gigantic
philosophical questions going
decades into history.

For some, hackers are
venal perpetrators o f cyber-
terrorism and a sinister threat
to cyber security structures.
For others, they're explorers
with substantial computer
skills who serve as advocates
for public good. Here in
Meghalaya, one in particular
has been the talk of the town
and constantly on the police
radar for various hacking
crimes. But it wasn't long
before his pranks took on a
larger and morc meaningful
significance. From breaking
into the MHA’s "foolproof”
computer systems to steal
secrets, to taking over social
media accounts to expose
shameless preachersand poli-
ticians: thisdigital outlaw has
disclosedevidence o fwrong-
doings of great substance.
Threeofsuch disclosuresare
mentioned in this article.

Police Abuse of Power
In March this year, the Me-
ghalaya Policc department
was left red-faccd after this
Shillong-based computer
hacker exposed them for
committing various IT crimes
such as stealing of personal
photos from social me-
dia accounts of people
including those ofa e
man from Cambo-  { i
dia (name with-
held) and using
them without
the consent
or knowl-
edge of the
owner(s)

accounts on platforms like
Telegram. This came to light
after the hacker had dumped
redacted portions of the evi-
dence in a dark web forum:
includint! these: 47.29.48.193,
47.29.18.166. 47.29.61.231.
47.29.37.146. 47.29.44.97
47.29.%. 156, 47.29.58.86
47.29.10.242, 47.29.52.181
and 47.29.61.15

No. the codes aren't com-
binations to a personal locker
nor belong to a nuclear bun-
ker: these string of numbers
separated by periodsarc actu-
ally 1P addresses used by the
ML P's cyber cell teams from
Laitumkhrah. Nongthymmai
and Tura to covertly spy on
innocent civilians' internet
activities. Yes. the MLP is
now poking its incredibly
large nose into innocent ci-
vilians' private lives too

canvassing. 'Expediency’ has
now become the watchword,
but not the nobler one "Ac-

with total
disrespect and disregard to
notjust the panics he repre-
sented, but to the electorate.
It's as if he's mocking their
intelligence, their trust and
their loyalty!

When he was appointed
Advisor to the Education
Department, (despite having
no knowledge, experience
and expertise in the field),
I sensed that the guy was
feeling his moves tojoin the
NPP. I did share my opinion
on the matter and a friend
educated me saying. "Well!
This is politics!" Now the
voters must send such politi-
cians into obscurity!

Regarding the show cause
notice to the Principal of
the Government College, it
recks of political pomposity,
haughtiness and jealousy.
The song is "unofficial”, so
why be offensively intru-
sive!? Yes. Albert Thymiang
rightly points out how po-
litical parties so readily and
showing no qualms, use stu-
dents unashamedly in their

“Where there is no vision,
the people perish: Proverbs
29vs is.

Yours etc.,
Kevin Phillips
Shillong - 19

Critical issues
to be discussed
in the ongoing
Assembly
session

Fditor,

I am writing to draw at-
tention to the pressing issues
that continue to afflict our
beloved state o f Meghalaya.
As conscientious citizens,
it is our duty to voice our
concerns and seek solutions
from our elected representa-
tives during the forthcoming
assembly session,

Firstly. 1 urge the as-
sembly members to engage
in a comprehensive dis-

By Joseph M.

hijacking theirweb browsers,
monitoring their social media
accounts, viewing their phone
gallery, remolcly accessing
their phone cameras and
much morc

In Meghalaya

Kharkongor

such eye-catching material
fora long time and who has
Icamt a great deal about it
too. Never in living memory
have pastors from our Ri
Tip-Briew Tip-Blci been as

“Hen in Meghalaya, one inparticular

has been the talk o fthe town and constantly
on thepolice radarfor various hacking crimes.

But it wasn't long before his pranks took on

a Unger and mow meaningful significance.

From breaking into the MHA's “foolproof
computer systems to steal secrets, to taking over

social media accounts to expose shamelesspreachers
and/xiliticiaus: this digital outlaw has disclosed
evidence o fwrongdoings o fgreat substance. ”

Thou shall not tempt the
Ilacker: In mid-June, screen-
grabs of obscene chats be-
tween pastois of the KJP
Synod Scpngi with sex work-
ers were published on the
same forum; filing out the
shocking reality of churches
in Meghalaya. This shocking
disclosureconpclled

us to question,

how can our

pastors fall so

low? When

is itever ok

to commit j

adulterv?

how can one be so stupid,
rather daring to exchange
nude photosand personal sex
videos on unencrypted social
media platforms?

thoroughly exposed as idiots.
And this leak, 1fear isjust the
tip of the iceberg.

When the RTI has failed
us: As the government digi-
tizes more and more docu-
ments, technological advanc-
es have made it possible for
hackers to gain access and
acquire them. In the lastweek
ofOctober 2022. extremely

bef

forces arc seriously lacking
Those living in the borders
of Meghalaya live in fear
and are vulnerable to the
many perils that plague the
unfenced lands: however the
problem is utterly ncglected
by authorities. Why is the
NPP-lcd government not
paying heed to the plight of
border residents? The shock
of seeing all these human
skeletal remains, literally on
our doorstep, should prompt
policymakerstodo some soul
searching about the problem
and not sweep the issue under
the carpet like they have been
doing all these years.

The magnitude of this
issue demands immediate
action. The stateas wellas the
central government should
take all necessary measures
to ensure that lives and hu-
man dignity, which lie at the
core of human rights, arc re-
spected. The lime Inscome to
putan end to border violence
and killings. It is also time
to uphold the human rights
of those who are missing,
the dignity of those who are
presumed dead, and the rights
of their familieswho deserve
to find closure

D like these are

9
seen images of skel-
etal remains dumped
inside a cave in a
remote village situ-
ated at Meghalaya's
Indo-Bangla border
extracted from the
private email account
of an insanclv corrupt
MHA official had
sent chills up to ev-

eryone's spine.
Going through

the graphic

images, | cannot help but
wonder, how safe arc wc in
our own land when violence
knows no borders? Violence
is a severe problem in the bor-

This shocking disclosure compelled
us to question, how canourpastors
failso low? When is itever ok

to commitadultery? And how can
one be so stupid, rather daring
to exchange nude photos
andpersonalsex videos on unencrypted
social mediaplatforms?

I am not writing on this
painful subject as an expert
but as someone who has
repeatedly be:n exposed to

cussion about the recent
events afleeting our state.
The implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020 (NEP) in Meghalaya is
amatterofgreat importance.
It is essential to evaluate its
impacton oureducational in-
stitutions and identify areas
that require immediate atten-
tion and improvement

Secondly, the menace of
drugs is an issue that has been
plaguing our communities
forfartoo lon”. Itis vital that
the assembly addresses this
crisis head-on, implementing
measures to combat drug
abuse, provid; rehabilitation
services, and promote aware-
ness campaigns to safeguard
our youth ard future gen-
erations. Our youth are our
most valuable resource, and
unemployment remains a
significant cencern. During
the assembly session, legis-
lators must discussstrategies
to create morejob opportuni-
ties, promote entrepreneur-
ship. and provide vocational
training to empower our
young population

The worsening traffic
situation in Shillong and its

dersof Meghalaya; domestic
violence and child abuse in
particular arc widespread
as effective public security

outskirts is causing daily
hardships for residents. Ad-
dressing traffic congestion
and improving road infra-
structure should be a top
priority. Alongside this, the
deplorable road conditions
in many parts of the state
demand immediate attention
to ensure safe and efficient
transportation forall

Access to clcan and safe
drinking water is a funda-
mental right, and it is alarm-
ing to note that this basic
necessity is compromised
in some areas due to pollu-
tion. The assembly should
deliberate on measures to
ensure the quality and avail-
ability of potable water for
all residents.

Our healthcare system
requiressubstantial improve-
ments. especially in rural
areas. Assembly members
should discuss ways to en-
hance hcalthcarc services,
infrastructure, and acces-
sibility. ensuring that every
citizen has access to quality
medical care.

Furthermore, the assem-
bly should consider raising
the age limit for our youth

imperative and would have
never been possible without
hackers, as such type of data
has always been kept hidden
from the public eye. Let’s face
it: the RTI isjust notenough.
When existing channels of
acquiring information fail, it
is often through hacking and
stealing that democratic ac-
countability can be ensured.
In the attempt to balancc the

democrat-
= ic need

for trans-

parency
against cxis-
< tential threats

1o security, hacktivism should
become the new standard
for accountability. Regard-
less of one’s view on the
matter, the fact remains that
hackers have the potential to
bringsignificant changes ina
world increasingly reliant on
technology.

As Meghalaya moves
closcrand eloser towards dig-
italization. hackcrs are figures
that embody both peril and
promise. And if technology
i to revolutionize democratic
practicc here in the state,
Mcghalayans must begin to
use it in revolutionary ways
and seriously consider digital
disobcdicnccas the new civil
disobedience.

(The author is a private
teacher ami skill trainer. He
residesat Mawlai Songkwar.
shillong - 8.)

who have faced immense
challenges due to the ongo-
ing pandemic. Providing
them with extended oppor-
tunities will help mitigate
the adverse effects of these
trying times.

Lastly, addressing the
issue of ration card dis-
tribution to those in need
and implementing central
schemeson a larger scale are
crucial steps in alleviating
poverty and ensuring social
welfare,

In conclusion, 1 implore
our clected representatives
to use the forthcoming as-
sembly session as an oppor-
tunity to address these criti-
cal issues

(SI1X)

Sedition Law
Case referred to
larger bench

By Yaslt Pal Rallian

The judgment of the Al-
lahabad High Court needs
to be examined before any
comment on the sedition
law is made. Itsays. "India’s
unity is not made of bam-
boo reeds which will bend
to passing winds of empty
slogans” These remarks
were made by the Allahabad
High Court while granting
bail to three Kashmiri stu-
dents who raised slogans and
were booked under Section
124A. The Courtalso quoted
three lines from poet Alama
Igbal’s song, "Saarc jahan
se achlia, Hindustan hamara”
to stress the ’constancy of
Indian valuesand perpetuity
ofthe Indian people.

The sedition law case is
now being; taken up by the
Supreme Court. CJl Chan-
drachud said the Constitu-
tion Bench would consider
whether ihc issue needed
to be further referred to a
seven-judge Constitution
Benchin viewofthe fact that
a five-judge Bench, had. in
the Kcdar Nath Singh versus
State of Bihar 1962 upheld
thevalidity o f Section 124A.
Being a smaller Bench of
three judges it may not be
appropriate for it to doubt
or overrule the ruling of a
five-judge Bench in Kedar
Nath Singh case, the CJJ-led
Bench said.

Interestingly, Pakistan
had abolished section 124A
whereas in India, which
calls itself the Mother of
Democracy it has been kept
in abeyance. The Court also
noted a submission that
until 197) sedition was not
a cognizable offence but
became so thereafter. This
was stated by senior counsel
Kabil Sibal to the bench.
Sibal suited that sedition was
anti-pcople.

Referring the dial lenge of
the validity of Section 124A
to a five-judge Constitution
bench, the Bench said that
itwas notinclined to accept
the submission of Attorney
General R Venkataramani
and Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to keep in abeyance
the adjudication o f the chal-
lenge to Suction 124A till the
new law, that was currently
before the parliamentary
standing committee (PSC).
was deliberated upon and be-
comesa law. Venkataramani
said that the pronouncement
ofthe topcourton the valid-
ity of Section 124A of the
IPC woud have a bearing
on the nev law.

Giving a political twist
to the argument by Sibal
that the proposed new law
was "moie draconian" than
its present version. Mehta
countered, "Farlicr, thegov-
ernment could have changed
the draconian law, but it
missed the opportunity.”
Thiswas essentially to take a
dig at former Congress gov-
ernmentswhich did nothing
to read dewn Section 124A.
But Justice C

Surcsh Kumar alias Suresh
Dravid, and Abhijit Kumar
Chaiiopadhya.

Besides NGOs and indi-
viduals, two Andhra Pradesh
broadcasting companies

Aamoda Broadcasting
Company Private Limited
and Shreya Broadcasting
PvtLtd are also petition-
ers. They made the Andhra
Pradesh government a re-
spondent.

The apex court had in
2022 ordered that the sedi-
tion law be puton hold and
asked all agcencies of the
Union and state govern-
ments to desist from filing
cases based on it. as it felt
that it was “not in tunc with
the current social milieu™
and that “it will be appropri-
ate not to continue the usage
of the provision of law by
governmentsat the state and
centre.”

The statement o fthe gov-
ernment reflects the judicial
view ofa law that was made
to preserve and protect an
alien government and its
interests on Indian soil and
that it naturally docs not
square up with the demands
of the citizens of a republic
who have now got the power
to elect their government.
Perhaps the government has
gone by the opinion of the
Law Commission which,
contrary to the opinion of
the apex court, wanted the
law to stay as repealing it
“can have serious adverse
ramifications for the security
and integrity of the country.
The Commission, in fact,
wanted the legal provisions
to have "more clarity in the
interpretation, understanding
and usage. | lence the draftof
the new law. As per Section
150 of the draft Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. the accused
citizen is pitted not against
“the government established
by law in India” but the "sov-
ereignty. unity and integrity
of India." Hie government
can very well atgue that it
has vanished from the scene
asa complainant and placed
the country in its stead and
that acts against it are no
morc prosecuted. However,
given the way government
agencies misinterpret and
misuse the law, the wider the
scopeofit, the more inimical
it s to the citizen.

A person who criticises a
system ofgovernance in the
country can be hauled up for
sedition mainly because the
government is equated to the
nation. As recommended by
the Law Commission, the
draft, while retaining life
imprisonment, has enhanced
the minimum punishment
from three years to seven
years. Ithas also done away
with the discretion that was
available to the court to re-
lease an accused with a fine.
Democratic constitutions put
the citizens and not the state
at_their core. Any law that
criminalises i of

did not miss the sarcasm in
theSolicitor Generals state-
ment and said as much.
Referrng to the submis-
sion ofthe Attorney General
and the Solicitor general to
defer the reference to a five-
judge constitution bench on
the validity o fSection 124A,
Chief Justice Chandrachud
said that tic pendency ofthe
bill relating to the new law
would "not obviate the need
to adjudicate the validity of
124A"as the new law would
be effective prospcctively
and not retrospectively. The
constitutional pointo f valid-
ity of Section 124 has to be
decided the CJI said
On May 11. 2022, the
Supreme Court had brushed
aside the Centre’s opposi-
tion to putting the sedition
law on hold. Hie top court
was hearing a batch of pe-
titions by several NGOs
and individuals challenging
f1PC

Our state's progress and
the well-being of its people
depend on the proactive and
constructive actions taken by
our lawmakers
Yours etc.
R. Sarki,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times

the o

Section 124A. The petition-
ers include several NGOs.
the Editors Guild of India.
Peoples Union for Civil
Liberties. Journalist Union
of Assam, former Union
Minister Arun Shouric. the
TMC's L:>k Sabha member
Mahua Moitra. senior editor
Patricia Mukhim, senioredi-
torAnuradha Dhatia. former
army Major General SG
Vombatkcre. Anil Chama-
dia, Upcndra Nath Dalai,

dissent against the govern-
ment or the state turns the
very idea of democracy on
its head. It is important that
the apex court examines the
contours of the sedition law
in whatever form and makes
its opinion known so that
the government can take the
cue and act before finalis-
ing the new law. As in the
Shah Bano case Parliament
reversed the decision of the
Supreme Court. It is ex-
pected that the same will not
happen here too. Whatsoever
decision will be delivered by
the Supreme Courtshould be
implemented by the govern-
ment even if it goes against
it. India is known for pre-
serving democratic values.
But recently USA President
Joe Bidcn had criticised
the Indian government in
Vietnam for violations of
human rights and freedom
ofthe press. The democratic
values of the country should
be maintained and sedition
law has no placc in ademoc-
racy. Even while attending
the G20 meeting, 70 MI’s
of the UK had asked Prime
Minister Sunak to raise the
issue ofviolations o f human
rights in India

Hence in ease of any
guidelines by the Supreme
Court the present Govern-
ment should implement the
same meticulously, without
any *ifs" and "buts’
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Invest in jewellery, for good times and bad

T ntoday's uncertain world, the spot-
I light is once again shining on the
JL wisdom of hvcsiing injewellery as
a valuable asset. Unlike gold and silver
coins or bars that often sit idle in safes,
jewellery is a mobile investment that
you can wear proudly, or pass down
through generations. It allows you to
derive pleasure from your investment
while retaining its value.

Investing in gold jewellery acts as a
shield during inflation because of its
liquidity. Unlike paper money, gold
doesn't lose its value. It's highly im-
mune to the ups and downs of stock
markets and is j reliable asset thal re-
mains steady even when stock markets
are unpredictable. Plus, you can easily
turn it into cash, making it a valuable
resource during economic challenges
or civil unrest.

Jewellery has a fantastic benefit
beyond making money - it's super
easy to turn imo cash when you need
it. Unlike some investments that you
can't touch fora long time, jewellery
gives you the freedom to sell it when-
ever you want. Plus, if you choose
top-quality, genuine jewellery, you're
notjust protecting your wealth; you're
also selling yourself up for big profils
in the future

Moreover, jewellery possesses sen-
timental value and can attain collec-
tor status, especially when it features
rare gemstoncs or bears the mark of a
renowned designer

Before you iavcst in jewellery, here
arc some important factors to consider

according to Shikha Aggarwal, Found-
er, of Aren jewellers:

Shop at Specialized Stores: Always
buy from reputable jewellers, gold-

smiths, or designers. These profession-
als have a wealth of experience and ex-
pertise. ensuring that your investment
is built on a so id foundation) Inquire
about the jewellery's background, its
historical significance, and how its
value is calculated. By engaging in
this dialogue, you not only make an
informed choice but also establish a
relationship built on trust and know|-
edge.

Embrace Emotion: When you invest in
jewellery, you're not just safeguarding
your wealth: you're collecting treasures

would wear or gift. Prioritize individ-
ual beauty and stability in value. This
emotional connection with your jewel-
lery adds an extra layer of significance
to your investment. It transforms your
collection into a personal story.

Opt for High Quality: Choose real
jewellery with significant precious
metal content, such as gold and plati-

num. These metals are renowned for
their massive value and resistance to
economic fluctuations. High-quality
pieces like classic rings, elegant ear-
rings. and timeless necklaces retain
their value.

Go for Precious Metals and Gem-
stones: Precious metals like gold and
platinum enhance the jewellery's value
These metals have proven their lasting
value, staying strong even when the
economy is uncertain. Incorporating
diamonds and coloured gecmstoncs fur-
ther boost its worth. They contribute

Value of Gemstones: Consider gem-
stone quality, especially rare ones
like Padparadscha sapphires or natural
diamosds. Their scarcity in the market
makes them particularly valuable. The
rarity and quality of a gcmstonc. in-
cluding factors like its colour, clarity,
and cut, also significantly influence
its value

Brand. Custom, or Antique: Investing
injewellery you genuinely love ensures
that your collection is not just about
financial gain, but also about personal
satisfaction. The joy you derive from
wearing or owning these pieces is an
investment in itself. These options of-
fer varying investment potential

Precious Metal Price Fluctuations
Remember that the selling price of
jewelliry is influenced by precious
metal prices, which can fluctuate. This
volatility in metal priccs can directly
impact the overall value of yourjewel-

worth is often influenced by factors
like rarity, quality, and demand, rather
than the broader economic climate.

Certificates as Security: Obtain de-
tailed invoices with information such
as the fineness of the metals used intri-
cate details about gemstoncs. and any
treatments or enhancements that have
been applied. These invoices act as a

vital record of your investment and
offer a level of security and authen-
ticity. Certificates from independent
gemological laboratories for valuable
pieccs also help

Seek Second Opinions: Getting a
second opinion and comparing options
is advisable, cspccially for custom or
gemstonc jew'cllcry as it ensures that
you have a well-rounded understanding
ofyour collection’s value and potential.
Visit multiple jewellers or goldsmiths
to ensure informed decisions. They can
assess the craftsmanship, quality of

ing of your investment's worth
Ask Questions: Inquire about the
jewellery's origin, quality, and gem-
stone treatments, and always request
certificates or documentation that
provide a clear and verifiable record
of the jewellery’s characteristics. If the
circumstances allow, don't hesitate to
negotiate for discounts or additional
services. W hile this may not always
be possible, it's a proactive approach
to securing the best value for your
investment.

What are the kinds of jewellery
you can invest in?

Investment-Grade Jewellery: When
we talk about investment-grade jew -
ellery, we're referring to pieccs that
have a significant amount of pure gold
in them. The “karat” rating is the key
here the higher the number, the more
gold in the jewellery. If you're looking
to make a profit through gold jewel-
lery investments, it's a smart move
to opt for either 24-karat gold (pure
gold) or 18-karat gold, which is 75%
gold. These options have a softer gold
contem. which is particularly advanta-
geous if you're purchasing items like
necklaccs. earrings, or brooches. The
higher gold helps protect these pieces
from potential damage caused by acci-
dental knocks against hard surfaces

Designer (iold Jewellery: Designer
gold jewellery is an excellent choice
in this context. What makes this kind
ofjewellery special is how it combines
precious metals with the designer’s cre-
ative brilliance. Designer gold jewel-
lery can be a great investment, whether
you prefer classic or modern styles.

Many trust gold jewellery as a se-
cure financial investment, but not all
pieces may prove profitable. Under-
standing invcstment-grade jewellery
and its market value is crucial. Gold
jewellery offers a means to preserve
wealth, acquire heritage pieces, and
enjoy lasting beauty. As an investment,
it safeguards against inflation and eco-
nomic uncertainties. Investing wisely
involves choosing jewellery with a
higher percentage of pure gold, such as
24 karats or 18 karats, and considering

that bring joy and emotions. Invest in
jewellery that you genuinely like and
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lery collection. Gcmstoncs provide sta-
bility against such fluctuations. Their

gemstoncs.

and overall value, helping
you gain a comprehensive understand-

designer or antique pieces for added
value. (IA.VSlife)

Cynosure of all eyes: Meghalaya
Pavilion a hit during G20 Summit

By CK Nayafc

.any crafts mclas arc organised every year
M in the national capital like all other cities

and metropolises during national and in-
ternational events and even otherwise. However,
the Indian Crafts Bazaar at Bharta Mandap in Pra-
gati Maidan. venue of the recently concluded G20
meeting was one of its kind. Arts and crafts of all
states and union territories including Meghalaya
showcased their unique products with national
award-winning artists and craftsmen displaying
their unique skilful work. Besides the states and
UTs central agencies like the Khadi Village and
Industries Commission, TRIFED, and Saras Aa-
jeevika also took part. Thousands of delegates,
organisers and the foreign guests of the
grand meeting thronged the bazaar when-
ever they used to get a chance

In the large bazaar Meghalaya had a
pavilion put up by Meghalayan Age. the
famous store of arts and crafts which has
a permanent display in Delhi's biggest
upmarket Connaught Placc. This pavilion
tor the (_ratts Bazaar focussed on bring-
ing unique indigenous skills rooted in
sustainability, women led initiatives and
spirited women entrepreneurs. Along with
the Tourism Department and Meghalayan
Age and Department of State Tourism and
Textiles. The highlights of the pavilion
were the Ryndia. Jaintia Black Clay
Pottery. Lakadong Turmeric and items
crafted from Bamboo and Cane

Meghalaya is home to some of the fin-
est bamboo and cane varieties and master
craftsmen whose traditional knowledge
and skill have been passed on through
generations. Owing to its ease of use
and sustainability, bamboo and canc occupy an
important place in the economy of the state, next
only to agriculture. Ryndia (Kri Silk) is also
known as the Peacc Silk or Ahimsa Silk since it
uses a "non-violent* way of extracting silk from
the cocoons of the silkworm without harming or
Killing them.

The whole proccss from extraction to weav-
ing is completely done in the state by women
weavers. The Jaintia Black clay Pottery uses the
black unique clay found in Sung Valley, which is
completely handcrafted by women potters using
traditional methods without the use of a potter's
wheel. This lends to the finished product’s dis-
tinct look and feel. Lakadong Turmeric is one of
the most well-known products from Meghalaya
and this too is mostly cultivated and processed
by women farmers which was on display

These age-old traditions in Meghalaya are
deeply rooted to the land and the belief that in
order to progress one needs to do so in tandem
with nature and the environment. The few Sus-

rm

tainable Development Goals that were cspccially
highlighted through the state's products were Re-
sponsible Consumption and Production. Climate
Action, Reduced Inequalities and Sustainable
Cities and Communities which resonated very
well with the international delegates and members
of the media.

But the proud moment for the state came when
Prime Minister, Mr Narcndra Modi not only-
stopped at the store but also interacted with the
artisans. He conversed with Rida Gatphoh who is
the chief curator of Meghalayan Age - The Store
and the Founder of DAKTI «a Social Enterprise
based in Shillong. Being a women entrepre-
neur herself and having received the National
Enfeprencurship Award (NEA) 2019 from the

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE). she informed the Prime M inister
regarding the progress made by Meghalaya in the
sphere of Women Empowerment. Gender equality
and Suslainability

“The Prime Minister was impressed to sec
that Meghalaya is working towards meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals through encour-
aging timeworn methods of craft production that
too empowering tribal women.” Rida Gatphoh
told The Shillong Times after the visit. “It was
a wonderful Sunday surprise for all of us.” she
cxclaimed in joy.

This ivorks with nature instead of against it.
by uplifting women entrepreneurs throughout
the state, and showcasing the rich culture of the
state at an international platform. Modi also made
time to visit the ‘Focus North East’stall, where
he observed and appreciated the handicrafts from
the eight North Eastern states. The stall was es-
tablished to showcase exceptional handicraft and
handloom items from the region
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When leadership fails

AS Parliament opens its maiden session at the
new, tastefully conceived edifice on Monday, the
national capital witnessed another major initiative
a day ago, namely the inauguration ofthe Yashob-
hoomi. the Rs 5,400 crore first phase of the India
International Convention Centre (11CC) in Dwarka.
Spread over tn area of 73.000 sg-metres. its con-
vention halls and conference rooms can together
accommodate 11,000 delegates at a time. New
Delhi, as also India's other metropolitan cities,
mostly lived in the past - a sad commentary on
the kind of leadership India has been having for
the past many decades after the stellar role played
by first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru with his
modern, visionary mindset ably groomed by his
education and exposure to the developed West. The
result of this drag was that infrastructure facilities
that even a tiny nation like Singapore or Malaysia
in our geographic region boasted of. remained
alien to India. While India claims to be the world's
fifth largest economic power, there is no matching
infra-build-up yet on several fronts. This is not to
ignore the major strides in the National Highways
development or the growth in numbers ofairports
and seaports in recent years. But this alone will

not do.

Most Indian cities arc in a chaotic state when it

comes to traffic management, ci

ic amenities ctc.

What was the curse of Mumbai istoday the curse of
an IT-growth-oriented mega city like Bengaluru too
when it comes to traffic snarls. A lack of political
will delayed implementation of Mass Rapid Transit

Systems

like Metro Rail - in mega cities, even

asacity like Kolkata demonstrated its importance
four decadcs ago. The dcadwood kind of political
leadership, mostly led by ageing men, failed to
grasp the fundamentals ofa modem society. They
continued to make life a hell for the emerging
new generations and failed even to harness their
youthful energies for productive purposes by way
of creating job opportunities. The manufacturing
scctor is down in the dumps due to free-wheeling
corruption and Liccnce Raj.

The Yashobhoomi is only a small step in the
gargantuan task of modernizing India. When tiny
Malaysia boasted of the 88-storey Petronas twin*
towers a quarter of a century ago in 1999 and Sin-
gapore unveiled its charms like the top world-class
Changi airpor much before, the no-oil Dubai raised
the world's tallest 163-floor Burj Khalifa 14 years
ago. India mostly sat back and blinked. It, rather,
dcmonstrateda lack o fwill on the part o fits govern-
ments to ably take matters forward. Governments,
bureaucrats and politicians fanned corruption that
is eating into the vitals of the growth mechanism.
Our obsessions and public discourses are mostly

on misplaccd subjects.

Urgent
changes

needed!

Editor.

As a person who has writ-
ten several lettersoversever-
al years on the subject o f the
degeneration of legislative
democracy in our state partly
brought about by the drastic
truncationofthedurations of
Assembly sessions that has
been going on for the last
25 years or so, | was elated
to read a news item titled,
"VPP moves motion, seeks
extension of 5 day session”
(ST. September 16, 2023).
At last a political party has
woken up to fight against
the slow asphyxiation of
democracy!. Although this
has come 25 years late but it
has come nevertheless and
this gives us some hope for
the future.

Now that a substantial
section of the people has
realized that short duration
Assembly sessionsare noth-
ing short ofa subterfuge to
evade accountability and
responsibility of our repre-
sentatives towtrds wc the
people, this question natu-
rally arises: Should a law
be passed by the Assembly
to ensure a fixed number of
sittings ina yearby this very
Assembly? I'm sure most
people will say " yes” and
we mustdemand that all our
MLASs irrespective of party
affiliations must support the
passage of this law if they
arc tnily committed to the
welfare o fthe people as they
never fail to decare at every
available opportunity. Some
people may finj it strange
but this is nota new idea. On
popular demand. Karnataka
came out with a law’ titled

" The Karnataka Conduct
of Government Business in
the State Legislature Act,
2005.” Other states such as
Punjab, Manipur, Odisha.
U.P, etc have laid down a
minimum number of sitting
days through the Rules of
Procedures varying from 40
days in Punjab to 90 days in
U.P. Besides, the National
Commission to Review the
Working of the Constitu-
tion headed by former Chief
Justice of India, M.N. Ven-
katchaliah had recommended
that Legislative Assemblies
of States’ Union Territories
with less than 70 members
should meet for at least 50
days a year.

Coming back to ourstate,
we must pity ourselves that
Meghalaya will have a mea-
gre 12 days of Assembly
sittings this year which effec-
tively means that most o four
problems have been ignored
Even the Budget for this year
has been passed without dis-
cussion! Apart from that, 1am
pretty sure that our Assembly
has had many " guillotine
closures,” which means that
undiscusscd clauses o fbills1
resolutions arc passed along
with discusscd ones due to
lack of time. Docs this not
mean that many bad and half-
haked laws have been pushed
down our throats during the
last quarter of a century?

In conclusion. | request
our fellow citizens to ur-
gently demand changc from
our representatives and to
be aleit to the developments
around us because, " The
condition upon which God
hath given liberty to man is
eternal vigilance "

Yours ctc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong-

One India One Election is an
idea whose time has not come

In this media saturated
age. the Modi government
has perfected theart of *hcad-
linc management’ through
“weapons of mass distrac-
tion.” The ‘one nation, one
election,* proposal is the lat-
est example. On the very day
that fresh revelations in the
Adani controversy tumbled
out, Chinese President Xi
Jinping opted outofthe G 20
summit, and the opposition
India alliance held a meeting
in Mumbai, the sudden an-
nouncement ofa special ses-
sion of parliament followed
by a committee being set up
to examine the single election
idea suggests aitful manage-
ment of the news cycle.

In the rush of breaking
news, it is perhaps forgot-
ten that an identical election
plan was floated by the BJP
exactly five years ago. Then
BJP Presidentand now home
minister Amit Shah wrote to
Law Commission in August
2018 asking them to consider
the ‘one nation, one election’
proposal in the national
interest*. A parliamentary
standing committee in 2018
recommended holding si-
multaneous elections in two
phases while a Niti Aayog
discussion paper in 2018
wholeheartedly endorsed
the blug’rint. But with little
support from non-BJP par-
ties. the plan failed to take
off. Is 2023 any different to
2018. or is this a classic ease
of new packaging of an old
agenda?

Four reasons appear to
have driven the revival of the
single election idea. The first,
as mentioned at the outset, is
to divcit attention and grab
headlines at an opportune
time. The second is to float
a trial balloon and ignite a
wider public debate amongst
India's influential middle
class on the impact on costs
and governance fora country
in permanent election mode.
Prime minister Modi has
already pushed for a simi-
lar debate on the so called
Yievdi* ui “ficebic* vultuic,
while warning that the fierce
competition between parties
to offer electoral sops will
prove ruinous for economic
health. Ironically, while the
prime minister has targeted
opposition parties for being
fiscally irresponsible, the BIJP
loo has beenjust as willing to
open its purse-strings ahead
of any election: just look at

W hy this flight
of fancy for

name changing

Editor.

The first positive effect
ofopposition parties coming
together under the banner
of INDIA is the reduction
of LPG price. Itis a notable
changc as the past nine years
have witnessed LPG price
frequently reaching from one
peak to another. However,
instead of taking morc such
people friendly steps, the
ruling party has pushed the
panic button. Aflcr naming
various programmes and
initiatives as Digital India,
Skill India. Start-up India.
Stand Up India and Make in
India, the government has
suddenly started creating an
impression that there is an
urgent need to replace the
internationally popular name
of our country (India) with
the local name (Bharat).

Ifsuch a (hing really hap-
pens it will creatc huge and
unnecessary expenditure of
time and public money. The
Supreme Court ofIndia, India
Post. Reserve Bank ofIndia
SBL CB1, Il fs, Government
ofindia and many others arc
to stand in the long queue to
changc their nameplates in
such a scenario. From cur-
rency notes to letterhead all
are to be clanged.

OurConstitution accepted
both India and Bharat as the
name of our country but
rightly gave priority to India
over Bharat by declaring
"India that is Bharat" and not
"Bharat that is India". This
was a judicious step. Many
countries like Japan, Germa-
ny and China gave priority to
their respective international
names over their local names

By Rajdeep Sardesai

the slew of cash hand-outs
announced by the Madhya
Pradesh government in the
last few months. Organising
elections is not inexpensive
but the real uncontrolled
costs lie in therampant abuse
of money power by cash-rich
political parties.

Athird reason for building
a chorus of support around
the single election .plank is
to derive obvious political
benefit from the. 'There is
Modi Only’ (TIMO) factor.
Overthe last dccade, the BJP
has conscious y attempted to
make every election a leader-
ship contest: ‘Modi versus
Who'is an overarching cam-
paign theme tor the saffron
party. Then, lie it a general
election, a state election, or
even a local municipal elec-
tion, the prime minister's
larger than life persona is the
BJP's political ‘brahmastra’.

Yet. as recent state as-

opponcnts. The data shows
an average of a double-digit
difference between the BIP's
performance in state and
general elections, leaving the
party vulnerable to local anti-
incumbency in BJIP-ruled
states. Which is why holding
all elections simultaneously
might offer the party an op-
portunity to play the Modi
card morc effectively than
if the election calendar is
kept separate. Electoral data
gathered between 1999 and
2014 shows that in simultane-
ously held elections, voters
chose the same party at state
and centre in 77 per cent of
the constituencies. But when
elections were held even six
months apart, only 61 per
cent chose the same party.
The fourth reason though
is perhaps thr most discon-
certing for those who fear
a larger gamcplan aimed at
altering the basic structure

WA parliamentary standing committee
in 2015 recommended holding
simultaneous elections in two phases

while a NitiAayog discussion paper in
2018 wholeheartedly endorsed the
blueprint. But with little supportfrom
nott-BJP parties, the planfailed to take
off. Is 2023 any differentto 2018, or is
this a classic case o f new packaging
ofan oldagenda?”

scmbly election results have
shown, there are limits to this
Modi-centric appeal. Both
in Karnataka .ind Himachal,

of the constitution. A Modi-
led government has repeat-
edly attempted to redraw the
Centre-state constitutional

BJP
lostdespite the familiar ‘dou-
ble engine’ narrative. In both
states, the prime minister
claimed that i vote for the
lotus was an affirmation in
his leadership. The campaign
pitch did not work: the BJP
was soundly beaten in both
states, that to» by the Con-
gress, the one adversary the
party thought it had morc or
less decimated.

In fact, the BIP'sclcctoral
fortunes sin:c 2019 have
shown a sharpdivcrgence be-
tween state vcidicts where Mr
Modi is not on the ticket and
general elections where the
TIMO factor overwhelmshis

to get maximum advantage in
international irade. politics

of p 9
despite the prime minis-
ter. himselfa former chief
minister, claiming to be a
proponent of ‘co-operative
federalism*. From demon-
etisation to fann laws, from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) compensation dis-
putes to concerns over the
national education policy,
from Covid lockdowns to
Hindi language imposition,
there has been a sustained
attempt to browbeat states
into falling in line with little
attempt at consensus build-
ing. This growing uncase
over unilateral action by a
domineering Ccntre is only

ments presented by the writ-
er. While it is acknowledged
that i i

and global

Nippon gave priority to
its internationally popular
name Japan. Bundcsrcpub-
lik Deutschland also did
the same to its international
name Germany. Similarly
Zhongguo (or Zhonghua
Renmin Gong He Guo) does
not mind to be rccogniscd as
China (or People’s Republic
of China). South and North
Korea embraced the H-nglish
name for the same reason.
Spanish 'Espafia* also ac-
cepted English 'Spain’ as the
official name oftheir country.
There is no problem in retain
ing two name* ofa country
But it is a wec decision to
give priority :o internation-
ally acceptcd name over the
local name.

India is as much a foreign
word as the v.ord Hindu is.
As a matter of fact many
words in Indian languages
like Hindustan havea foreign
G But they have been as-
similated in Indian languages
and culture. If the proccss
of replacing international-
ly recognised name of our
country with ihe local name
continued, it would cause
extensive damage to India's
exchequer and as well as her
international position.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De.
Kolkata

How viable are
simultaneous

elections

Editor.

Apropos of the letter by
Sujit Dc (ST September 12
2023) on on; nation, one
election 1 would like to re
spectfully address the argu-

elections for both Parliament
and State Assemblies might
be cost-effective it is impera-
tive to explore the broader
spectrum o freasons in favour
of this idea.

One significant advantage
of holding synchronized elec-
tions for both the national
and state legislative bodies
is the potential to streamline
the engagement o f the ruling
party at the centre through-
out its five-year tenure. This
arrangement would enable
the ruling dispensation at
the centre to focus primarily

preventing genuine reform:
the pushback and eventual
derailing of farm laws is a
good example.

Moreover, as many as 14
slate governments are non-
BJP, non-NDA ruled as of
now. reflecting a uniquely
diverse polity that is often
obscurcd by the incessant
one nation, one leader ‘uni-
formity' drumbeat. Many of
these governments arc ruled
by regional parties who. un-
like national parties, are not
bogged down by frequent
elections. Which is also why
many ofthe opposition parties
have reacted with a mix of
fear and anger over the ‘one
nation, one election’ move.
Their fear over the single
election proposal stems from
the constitutional rights of
slate governments to dis-
solve assembliesand setihcir
own political timelines being
snatched away almost over-
night. The anger is fueled by
the possibility tint yet another
major legislative action isbe-
ing rammed through without a
serious consultative process.

Ironically, while the ‘one
nation, one election’ idea is
being pushed as a recipe for
stable governance, the BJP
hasn't hesitated in reccnt
years to topple opposition-
ruled governments by break-
ing parties or engineering
defections. A genuine demo-
cratic ethos won’t be culti-
vated by a fanciful idea of
just one election every five
years but when political par-
ties show greater respect to
autonomous institutions and
ensure a level playing field
during and outside of elec-
tions. Gross misuse o fmoney
power and a lack of will in
enforcing the model code
of conduct has subverted
the electoral proccss. That's
the real debate the country’s
policy makers need to have

Post script: there is a vest-
ed interest one also has in not
allowing (Ik present election
cycle to be significantly al-
tered. What would many of
us in the media do without
the of

(SI1X)

G20: Indo-US Trade Swells

Aid to Ukraine,
fuels war

By Shivaji Sarkar

The G20 was a mega show.
The success was in terms of
Indian diplomacy carvingout
a delicate consensus on the
war “in" Ukraine rather than
“against it” It was a care-
fully chalked out economic
planning, where India wins
the US investments. Arab and
western support through the
India-Middle East-F.uropc
Economic corridor (IMEC)
for robust trade relations.

Itfollows Ukrainian Presi-
dent V Zclenskyy visiting
Washington, during the UN
General Assembly as the US
Congress debates S24 billion
in military and humanitarian
aid for his war-torn country
as it continues to fight against
Russia, though the Republi-
cans arc not in favour. Had
there not been such a joint
communique in New Delhi,
Ukraine may not have got
this largesse and Russia an-
other 150 sanctions. It has
stoked the ongoing war.

The bilateral agreement
with US President Joe Biden
and Prime Minister Narcn-
dra Modi in New Delhi in
a way fac litatcs it further.
In a joint statement, the two
leaders reiicrated their sup-
port for building resilient
global semi-conductor sup-
ply chains. noting in this
respecta multi-year initiative
of Microchip Technology
Inc.. to inv:si approximately
$300 million in expanding
its research and develop-
ment presence in India and
Advanced Micro Device’s
announcement to invest $400
million in India over the
next five years to expand
research, development, and
engineering: operations in the
country.

The leaders expressed
satisfaction at the ongoing
implementation o fannounce-
ments mad; in June 2023 by

covering election campaigns
every year? And while jour-
nalists relish the heat and
dust of an Indian election,
netas too have to regularly
hit the road: an election a
year ensures minimum ac-
countability!

(The writeris seniorjour-
nalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesaisKdgmail.
com)

dant. To address this, it could
be contemplated that the next
MLA election in the state
aligns with the MP election in
2029. This might be achieved
through mechanisms like
extending the term of the
elected MLAs of 2023 by
one additional year through
Presidential Ordinance or.
alternatively, temporarily
imposing President's Rule in
the state from 2028 to 2029
if extending terms is not a
feasible option.

It is essential to note that
the opinion expressed by
Sujit Dc against 'One Nation.
One Election* and my own
in its favour are preliminary

on governance,
by the continual distraction
of state election i

Recentnews re-
ports indicate that the central

Over the years, wc have
observed central ministers,
from the Prime Minister lo
state-level ministers, exten-
sively involved in canvassing
for their party candidates
in state elections, oflcn for
extended periods within their
five-year terms.

Delving deeper into this
matter reveals that such a
synchronized election system
could reduce the frequent dis-
ruptions faced by citizensdue
to elections. With national
elections and state elections
occurring simultaneously, tixr
public would be spared from
the recurrent clcctoral cycles,
benefiting both the electorate
and the administration.

Furthermore, the syn-
chronization of legislative
assembly tenures with (ha(
of the parliament is another
noteworthy aspect. For states
that have recently conducted
MLA elections, such as Me-
ghalaya, where elections
occurred this year, holding
another round of MLA elec-
tions in 2024 during the MP
election may seem rcdun-

has
a committee to examine this
concept, led by former presi-
dent. Ram Nath Kovind. The
committee’s findings and
recommendations will play
a pivotal role in detennining
the viability of synchronized
elections. Until then, it is
prudent to temporarily set
aside this topic and await the
committee’s insights

In conclusion, embrac-
ing change in a progressive
society is often preferable to
maintaining the status quo.
The proposal for 'One Na-
tion, One Election’ warrants
thoughtful consideration, as it
has the potential to transform
the clcctoral landscape in our
country and streamline the
governance proccss for the

betterment o fall citizens
Yours ctc..
Krishna Chettri
Shillong-2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The SMUotig Times

the US Micron.
LAM Research, and Ap-
plied Materials. President
Biden reaffirmed his support
for a reformed UN Secu-
rity Council with India as a
permanent member, and. in
this context. welcomed once
again India’s candidature for
the UNSC non-permanent
scat in 2028-29.

The two moves look dif-
ferentbutarc notso. Hie con-
sensus communique facili-
tates enhanced aid to Ukraine
elespite the opposition from
the Republicans. India gains
and so doe« the US, the sup
port ofthe largest democracy
It opens up further ways for
Indo-US fade, as America
has surpassed China in trade
relationships with India. In
2023. India and the US sur-
passed a record value of
$128.78 billion. In 2022. the
total bilateral trade between
the two countries amounted
to SI 19.42 billion. Almost
half of it is Indian exports
This changes the global sce-
nario to quote UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres,
“It is time for a compromise
for a better tomorrow. Ifwc
want a future of peace and
prosperity based on equity
and solidarity, leaders have
a spccial responsibility to
achicve compromise in de-
signing otr common future
for our common good".

Guterres goes beyond.
"I remain determined to do
everything possible, to re-
establish tie Black Sea Initia-
tive. the exports of Ukraine
foodstuffs and also to go
on. on our work in relation
to the facilitation within
the sancticns regime of the
Russian foods and fertilizer
products”.

Mecanwtiilc. on Septem-
ber 14, th: US announced
imposing sanctions on morc
than 150 individuals and
entities connected with Rus-
sia's invasion of Ukraine
"With today's sanctions, the
US is continuing our relent-
less work lo target Russia's
military supply chains and
deprive Pitin of the equip-
ment. technology, and ser-
vices he needs to wage his
barbaric war on Ukraine,"
said Secretary o fthe Treasury

Janet L. Ycllen. “Today's ac-
tions show our global reach
in imposing severe costs on
Putin’s oligarchs.™

This could not mean a
new world order. Guterres
says that G20 has a begin-
ning on sustainable devel-
opment goals (SDG) but
it has not exactly cut the
emissions. Now the G77
with 134 members meets at
Havana, Cuba. India while
claiming to have emerged as
the voice ofthe Global South
during its G20 presidency,
has dccided to scalc down
its participation at the sum-
mit of the largest alliancc
of developing countries by
cancelling the visit of the
External Affairs Minister S
Jayashankar to Cuba.

The group's importance
is especially noted in the
United Nations, where it is
the largest bloc of countries
with a rotating presidency.
India had been the firstpresi-
dent of the G-77 in New
York. China isnota member
ofthe group, but often aligns
politically with the group, so
ofticial statements at various
multilateral platforms are
often labelled ‘G-77 plus
China“. India needs to make
a note.

Post G20, the world or-
ders arc not casing, though
Guterres says that is what
he aims at with G77 and the
“greatest G of all G193 -
the High Level Week of the
General Assembly.” He says
amultipolar world is emerg-
ing. It can lead to cscalating
tensions, fragmentation and
worse. Today's multilateral
institutions that were created
after World War Il reflect the
powerandeconomic dynam-
ics of that and so they need
reform

“The only thing you can
be sure is that 1remain dc-
(C!mined to do vvviytiling
possible, to re-establish the
Black Sea Initiative, the ex-
ports of Ukraine foodstuffs
and also to go on, on our
work in relation to the facili-
tation within the sanctions
regime of the Russian foods
and fertilizer products”, says
Guterres. But all know his
powers arc compromised
and he would not be able to
do much,

In such a scenario. India
has also to reassert itselfand
continue to have the balance
between the US and Russia.
Something not to his liking,
French President Macron
told newsmen in New Del-
hi. He wants to see Russia
function. Though Raccp
Tayyip Erdogan. President
of Turkey, said that he was
negotiating with Russian
President Vladimir Putinand
against the system o fperma-
nent representative —P5 «« in
the UN Security Council,
in reply to a question to
whether he supported India’s
claim to the Security Coun-
cil. Nor did he approve the
India-Middle F.ast-Buropc
Corridor till Turkey was a
partof it. Could there be a
route correction?

How is India doing for
its own economy? It has 7.8
percent GDP growth in the
first quarter. That is not real
growth. The story toldby the
nominal numbers, however,
is very different. The nomi-
nal figures track the real
numbers until the first half
ofFY23.but then decline by
a whopping 14 pcrcentage
points over the past three
quarters. This is a narra-
tive of an economy which
has dccclerated sharply to
very modest levels also with
lower investments

The national income ac-
counts suggests that after
a strong recovery from the
pandcmic. there has been
a significant ebbing of dy-
namism over the last three
quarters to more modest
levels recently. This suggests
that with high debt and even
G20 push, policy makers do
not have the comfort of be-
ing complacent. They have
tochart out the path for rapid
growth.— INFA
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“The mostdangerous thing in the world

is to try to leap a chasm in twojumps”

David Lloyd George
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Congress’s precocious comment on VPP
CONGRESS MLA and leader of the Opposition in
Ihe preseni Meghalaya Assembly RV Lyngdoh has
laken a swipe ai ihe Voice of Peoples' Party (VPP)
and predicted that it has a short shelflife and will go
down the way ofother regional political parties that
have disappeared into the sands oftime. Fora Leader
of Ihe Opposition in the Assembly who should be
seeking to buildconsensus among the partiessitting

in the opp

1 benches, this

smacks of

political arrogance. It is not understood as to what
triggered this hyperbole from the Congressman
unless he feels that his party is likely to face tough
competition from the VPP in the forthcoming Lok
Sabha elections in 2023. If the Congress could win
only 5 seats in the Assembly elections held this year
and the VPP - a late entrant could get 4 seats it is
blase for the Congress MLA to speak about his rivals

with such nonchalance.

The VPP is currently on a membership drive
wooing voters across the length and breadth of the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills as a counterpoint to the national
political parties. Different states in this country have
shown time andagain that regional parties have their
own unique selling point (USP). States like Tamil
Nadu, Telangaia, Andhra Pradesh have demon-
strated that they don't need to join the bandwagon
ofnational political parties. Inany case the Congress
has now- realised that it is impossible to win the Lok
Sabha election on its own strength, especially when
pitted against the BJP and that is the reason for the
formation of the Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (1.N.D.I.A). RV Lyngdoh should
have leamt from his party leaders to extend the hand
of friendship to parties opposed to the BJP, to build
a strong anti-BJP Alliance in Meghalaya. But this
is expecting too much from politicians that prefer
to ride their higi horses and lack the statesmanship
that is required to drive a state. In fact, statesman-
ship disappeared from Meghalaya with the demise of
JIM Nichols Roy. Hoover Hynniewta, BB Lyngdoh.
SDD Nichols Royand PASangma. They had a vision
for Meghalaya and tried to lay out that vision. BB
Lyngdoh proposed the cadastral survey because he
foresaw thal Meghalaya needed to know its boundar-
iesand have a robust land record so that there is no
cause for boundaiy disputes. His proposal was shot
down by his own colleagues whose vision did not

extend beyond iheir noses.

Such statesmen have been replaced by avaricious
politicians serving their private interests. If there is
some semblance ofdevelopment in Meghalaya today
it comes from the crumbs that fall off the high table.
It is said that prudence is antithetical to excitcment.
RV Lyngdoh seems to have spoken in a fitof excite-
ment and forgot.cn prudence. The VPP is meanwhile

making ils own strides.

Letters to the Editor

Allotment
of prime
government
land to a
private party

Editor,

As reported in your es-
teem daily (ST) oi the 4th&
5th August 2023, it is un-
derstood that the Govern-
ment is planning to allocate
a big plot of land from the
Fann of Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Department
in Upper Shillong to the
owner of the Anjalcc petrol
pump in exchange for the
land that the Government is
acquiring at Anjilce point
Shillong to widen the road.
Then on the 20ih August
2023, it appeared in your
esteemed daily that the said
plot of agriculture land was
handed over to the Urban
Affairs Department. It may
be mentioned here that the
Department of Ar.inial Hus-
bandry and Veterinary is
the allied sector of the Ag-
riculture Department being
the parent Department. The
farm land at Upper Shillong
actually belongs to Agri-
culture Department. As per
the Agricultural rules and
National Agriculture Policy.
Agriculture Farm land can-
not bo trun;;forTodor allotted
toany other party.except for
the purpose of Agricultural
Development Projects for

the benefitand upliftmeni of
the Fann ing Community and
toensure food security in the
country. Since Meghalaya
has no Agriculture policy of
its own. it is automatically
governed by the Agricutural
Policy of India. This Policy
clearly mentions that Agri-
cultural land cannot be used
for non-agricultural purpos-
es. It is unfortunate that the
Government o f Meghalaya is
ignoranto fthe importance o f
agricultural farm lands and
its guiding rules and policies.
Hence, the government will
have to think seriously on
this decision before itattracts
the attention of the Ministry
ofAgriculture

Since the Government
requires the land of Anjalcc
Petrol Pump for Public inter-
est, it is the prerogative of
the Government to acquire
it without assurance for an
alternative site. It can pay
compensation to the owner
or approach the Defense
Authorities to provide a plot
for the Petrol Pump. In fact
60 acres for a Government
Farm is toosmall. More land
should be acquired to expand
it. I think there are thousands
of acres under Cantonment
area which extend from
lewduh to Nongkrem etc.
Assuch the Cantonmentcan
easily provide an acre for the
Petrol Pump. From time to
time the Gov ernment is los-
ing prime land to encroach-
crs. such as arcas along the
Umkhrah River. European
Ward etc. It is high time to

Privatizing the
ublic Education

The NEP 2020 talks about
making India a ‘Vishwa
Guru’. We have been re-
minded time and again that in
ancient India wc had several
premier universities and lakhs
of "‘gumkuls’ spread across
the length and breadth of the
country, imparting education
to the natives and foreign-
ers. The narrative hides the
fact that the universities like
Nalanda and Takshila were
Buddhist centres of learn-
ing. whereas the gurukuls
were basically the schools
run by the brahmin teachers
for education of the children
from the upper castes. Both in
ancientand medieval periods,
the women, tribal people and
the lower castes had little ac-
cess to education. However,
after colonization, the British
introduced modern liberal
and secular education. They
allowed the women and the
lower castcs to get access to
education. The extension of
education then was motivated
by the colonial desire to cre-
ate English knowing Indians
who would serve the British.
But the progressive reform-
ers, philanthropists and the
missionarieswho realized the
potentiality of English edu-
cation. established schools,
collegesand universities. Our
national leaders emphasized
the importance of educating
everyone regardless of their
background.

After independence, the
Indian government took the
lead in laying the founda-
tions for public education in
the country. The government

By H Srikantli

tion of education. The pro-
cess took a big leap, with
India giving up the facade
of socialism aid going in for
liberalization in the 1990s.
After India became a party
to the WTO sponsored Gen-
eral Agreement in Trade in
Services (GATS) in 1997,
education ccascd to be a
public good, and became a
commodity tint can be sold
and purchased. National and
international capital began to
enter the education sectorina
big way. changing the educa-
tion sectorin India. As the re-
strictions on establishing pri-
vate cducatioial institutions
were removed private capital
entered a big way establishing
professional colleges, private
universities, the corporate
schoolsand coachingcentres
The number of universities.

backgrounds. For the great
majority of people, public
to b

sources. But how can they
mobilize the internal sources?
The solutions that the NEP
2020 offers to overcome the
resource constraints include

e
the only option for pursuing
education. But what is the
status of public universities
today?

The central government
talks so much about trans-
forming the face of educa-
tion. The NEP 2020 seeks
to change education in the
country' by updating curricu-
lum, introducing relevantsyl-
labus, recruiting teachers, and
useoftechnologies. All these
objectives can be achieved,
provided the government
allocates sufficient funds for
the education scctor. But what
is the reality? The NEP 2020
promises spending 6 percent
of GDP towards education
But it never talks about in-
creasing the annual budgetary

“After independence, the Indian government
look the lead in laying the foundationsfor pub-
lic education in the country The government
established educational institutions-schools,
colleger, universities. NTs and UMs. The
reservation policy was implemented to ensure
the access to the SCs. STs and OBCs who were
denied access to educaiion earlier.”

which was less than 200 in the
1990s. increased to over one
thousand in the year 2023.
Around halfofthem are now

in-
stitutions schools, colleges,
universities, UTs and UMs.
The reservation policy was
implemented to ensure the
access to the SCs, STs and
OBCs who were denied ac-
cessto education earlier. The
governments provided grants
and other forms of support
to the private educational
institutions and ensured the
citizens’acccss to education,
even in private educational

private . They are
free to award degrees, start
any courses and charge any
amount of feein the name of
recovering thecost. Just have
a look at the fee structure of
some of the premier private
universities operating in In-
dia. They charge several lakhs
of rupees as an annual fee,
even forordinary degree and
PG courscs. In professional
colleges, they squeeze crores
of rupees from the students

Public ed

al institutions provided af-
fordable education, allowing
die poorand middleclasses to
learnand improve their social
status. Many of us would not
have achieved name, status,
and fame today had there
been no public education. Itis
sad that such a public educa-
tion which contributed to the
processo fdemocratization in
the country now finds itselfin
crisis because of the market
forces and the faulty policies
of the state and central gov-
ernments.

Thedcclineof public edu-
cation started in the 1980s
with the government policy
supporting commercializa-

cvict all these cncroachcers
and reclaim all Government
land to case traffic conges-
tion in public interest.

The move by the Govern-
ment to shift the petrol pump
to case traffic congestion
is a welcome idea. Traffic
congestion in and around
shillong is going from bad to
worse. Now the Government
is in a state of panic as itjust
can't find a solution to the
problem. All this is because
of the negligence, the de-
lays. the blunders committed
from time to time. State and
Central Government Offices
should be constructed in
New Shillong. The build-
ings which could have been
built in new Shillong are
NEEPCO. the North Fastem
Council, the Meghalaya High
Courtand many other under
construction Government
buildings in Lachumicre.
the State Transport Office,
Police Bazar, etc. The rotary
at Khyndailad istoo large for
such a small road, itscircum-
ference can be reduced by at
least ten feet

The proposed construc-
tion of a flyover is also a
welcome idea but how long
will it take? If the Govern-
ment is really serious about
this project then it has to
start now on a war footing.
| hope this flyover will be
from Umshyrpi Bridge up
to Barik Point. The flyover
can be diverted through a
shortcut behind the building
of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police office before reaching

taking under the
management quota. Sonic
of these privale colleges and
universities luve only build-
ings in place, and no qualified
teachersand labs. Theiraim is
notto spread education but to
cam profits. 1don't deny that
there are some good private
universities also; but even
there the cost :>feducation is
so high that ticy are acces-
sible even to middle-class
families. Thex™ private edu-
cational institjtions provide
several optionsand openings
for the upper middle class
and the rich. But they have
no relevance to a great ma-
jority of the people who are

allocation foreducation. The
percentage ofcentral budget-
ary allocation for education
continues to be less than 4
percent. Number of public
universities has increased in
the country, but the total al-
location remains stagnant: in
fact declining in real terms.
Per capita budgetary alloca-
tion lor the public educational
institutions has dcclincd over
the years. Many state uni-
versities in the country don't
have minimum infrastruc-
ture. They have been running
courscs with guest teachers.
Even the financial situation
in the ccntral university is
also worsening. They don't
rcceivcas much funds as they
used to receive earlier. The
central government is no lon-
ger ready tosanction budgets
for construction ofacademic
buildings or hostels. They
arc asking the universities to
borrow loans under RUSA
to build infrastructure. There
is no guarantee of additional
tcachers for running new
courscs that the universities
and colleges seek to intro-
duce.

The NEP 2020 expects
the public educational insti-
tutions to fill the budgetary
gaps by ilizing internal

the students fee:
rentingout buildingsand land
for private parties: starting
self-financing courses; en-
gaging guest tcachers; linking
educational institutions with
industries; entering MOUSs
with outside agencies and
institutions and mobilizing
funds from private agencies
Inaway. the government has
given up public responsibility
and expects the educational
institutions to fend for them-
selves. It is possible for some
premier universities in metro-
politan cities to mobilize in-
ternal sources to some extent,
but universities in backward
arcas will have little options
left. As the cost o feducation
escalates, the universities and
tlie colleges aftiliatcd to the
universitieswill be compelled
to increase the student fee,
or squeeze money from the
gullible students by running
self-financing courscs by
employing unqualified guest
teachers. The government
run or government supported
educational institutions lose
their public character. Once
the quality o feducation in the
public universities declines,
more and more parents spend
all their savingsand send their
wards to corporate colleges
and private universities. As
the public institutions be-
comc dependent on sponsor-
ship from external agencies,
public education institutions
lose their autonomy. Recent
developments in Ashoka
University and South Asian
University show how teach-
ing and research activities arc
monitored and controlled to
please the sponsoring agen-
cies.

Inthe emerging education-
al scenario, the students now
become the consumers, and
the tcachers turn into produc-
ers Thr i-iliKMIinn.il institu-
tions become market places.
Neither the teacher nor the
student takes their duties and
responsibilities seriously. In
such a nco-libcral environ-
ment. the ideal bond that
should exist between teacher
and student disappears. Can
we expect the students who
spend lakhs of rupees to buy
degrees will not have any em-
pathy for the nation or the so-
cicty? Amassing money, not
sen ins; the people, becomes
the motto of the new breed of
tcachersand students. All that
sanctity attached to the public
educational institutions will
disappear as education gets
more privatized and com-

from poor and

the Anjalce ptrol pump and

the flyover will get a better
alignment.

Yours ctc.

N. Hynniewta

Via-cmail

Which party
will Meghalaya
vote for in
20247

Editor,

Recently there was a nar-
rative in the media by the
political parties in Megha-
laya regardin *their strength
based on tl:c number of
votes that the parties secured
outof 100% of the share in
votes in the bst Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly elec-
tion 2023. A few days ago a
State Party claimed that they
garnered 34% of the votes
in the | Shillong Parliamen-
tary Constituency butas per
the Index Cards data made
available by the concerned
Returning Officers on the
basis of the Statutory data
maintained in the forms as
reflected on the portal of
the Election Commission of
India it indicates otherwise.
Let us see what the data of
the Election Commission of
India says about the score of
different National Parties.
State Parties jnd Registered
(unrecognized) Parties and
how they fared in the Megha-
laya Legislative Assembly
Election 2023 particularly

in I Shillong Parliamentary
Constituency and the posi-
tion of the parties after the
merger of PDF on May 6.
2023 with the NPP.

Pre-merger the NPP 27.10
percent of the votes, fol-
lowed by UDP 25.60%.
INC 15.28%. VPP 8.62%
BJP 7%, HSPDP 5.65%,
A1TC 5.18%. PDF 2.98%
and Independent 2.58%. Post
merger of PDF with NPP
on 6th May 2023 the posi-
tion changed and now the
NPP's vote share is 30.08%
UDP 25.60%. INC 15.28%.
VPP 8.62. BJP 7%, HSPDP
5.65%. AITC 5.18% and
Independent 2.58%

Since the data referred to
above does not fully indicate
which party is strong and
which is weak. Therefore it
is important to analyze an-
other two sets o fdata namely
the Forfeited Deposit and
Strike rate of the parties in
the Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly in 2023. If we
examine these sets of data
minutely, we will observe
that the Forfeited Deposit
Rate of the three National
Parties, namely. AITC. BJP.
INC is 64,71 and 64 percent
respectively and that of the
NPP is 11 percent. In the
ease of the State Parties like
the HSPDP, PDF and UDP
the FD Rate is 50.66 and 49
percent respectively. In the
caseofRegistered (Unrecog-
nized) Parties like the GNC
RPI. RPI (A) and VPP the
FD Rate is 50. 100. 100 and
61 percent respectively.

As for the Independents
the FD Rate is 89 percent.
The total FD rate in the last
Assembly Election was 59
percent out of the total con-
testantsof369 in the Assem-
bly Election of Meghalaya
2023. Now let us see the
strike rate of the parties in
the last Assembly Election
The strike rate of National
Parties like AITC was 9%,
BJP 3%. INC 8% and NPP
46% while that of the State
Parties such as HSPDP. PDF
and UDP was 20,22 and 24
percent respectively. The
strike rate o f registered (un-
recognized) Panics like VPP
was 22 percent while that of
the Independents was 5%.
From the voting pattern of
the last Meghalaya Assem-
bly election it is observed
that an overwhelming 67.75
9% o fthe voters prefenred the
National Parties, followed
by the State Parties 21.65%,
Registered (Unrccognizcd)
Parties 6.16, Independents
3.6% and NOTAO.79%.
The election to the Lok
Sabha 2024 is knocking at
the door and given these
sets of data it can be said
that the voters in Meghalaya
arc intelligent and can judge
in which party lies their
strength as electors.
Yours ctc
V.K. Lyngdoh.
Via email

Atticles and letters ap-

pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers’
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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PV I's bid to rouse passions on Sinuihm
Dhcavui failini; in poll bound states

Congress takes mature
position by not falling
into Modi’s trap

By Dr. Gyan Patltak

Hindu.va brand politics
seems to >c in trouble in all
the five poll bound states
Tclangaru, Rajasthan. Mad-
hya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
and Mizoram  for which
election schedules are to be
announced within few weeks
from now. Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi has comc to
the centrc-stage to campaign
for BJP's 1lindutva brand of
politics, since none of these
states arc now left with
unanimously agreed Chief
Ministerial face to project
during the campaign, which
is in contrast to earlier elec-
tions. chi.'fly due to severe
level of infighting. It is ad-
versely affecting even their
support hisc.

No wonder. Congress
seems to be the biggest ben-
cficiary, not only on account
of the continued infighting
in the BJ? and its rank and
file across the state, but for
other reasons too. chiefly
the human predicaments
brought ty ever worsening
economic hardships. The
common people who were
made to riig utensils as bells
todrive away Corona, on the
word of PM Narcndra Modi,
are now rot ready to act on
his biddingand have become
somewhat meditative on
how and who to vote for.

It may be noted that all
BJP Icaccrs are actually
dependent on PM Modi's
strength in the five poll
bound staes this time, and
hence in a sense PM Modi
is contcst ng all scats on be-
halfof BJP candidates. The
weaknesses of the state BJP
leadership and the contest-
ing candidates are obvious,
and hence the party does not
rely on ncm to win these
elections which are consid-
ered as s;mi-linals for the
Lok Sabha election 2024.
in which PM Modi will he
seeking re-election for the
third tern-.

This situation explains
the reason as to why PM
Modi has shifted his cam-
paign strategy ~ from anti-
minority Ilindutva slant,
spread of minority phobia,
and jingoism to spread of
opposition phobia telling
Hindu majority that the IN-
DlAalliarec is out todestroy
their "Sanatan Dharma”
(The Rclrion Eternal). His
political statements imply
that Hindus are in danger
of total neutralization by
INDIA a liance's political
constituents. What he docs
not care o tell is the real-
ity that itis in the power of
none to destroy any “eternal
doctrine” that we call "Sa-
natan D lunna” the principle
on which rests the universe
(Dhann Dharyatc Jagat). Ei-
ther PM Modi docs not know
this, or hewillingly wants to
eradicate thisprinciple ofthe
Religion Htcmal to his com-
munal Hindutva politics.
Eradication of Hindutva
politics is possible, and all
the forms of politics in the
name ofreligions, but not the
Religion Eternal (the God
or nothingness Personified,
whatever you may like to
call it) in which everything
originate*, lives, and finally
dissolves. Anyone who be-
lieves in this doctrine is the
follower of the Religion
Eternal. It lias nothing to do
with citlxr Hindutva anti-
Hindutva politics.

However, it is a socio-
political oncem thata prime
minister is rousing and fan-
ning religious fundamental-
ism, superstition, and pas-
sion among Hindus in the
name o f' Sanatan Dharma"
which he svrongly substitutes
forcommunal "Hindutva"as
Udhayan dhi had wrongly
substituted it for the darker
political sde ofthe followers
of“Hinduism",

The two-day newly recon-
stituted Congress Working
Committee (CW C) meeting
in Hyderabad.on September
16-17. has decided not to
fall in the communal trap
laid by the RSS-BJP and
PM Narcndra Modi, who
in clcction bound Madhya
Pradesh pickcd the thread
from Udlayanidlii to create
"INDIA ailiancc phobia” by

alleging opposition parties
having hidden agenda to de-
stroy “Sanatan Dharma.”

There are negligible tak-
ersof PM Modi's statement
in Tclangana and Mizoram.
Elcctoratc arc by and large
with non-BJP political par-
ties. The contest in Tclanga-
na seems to be between the
BRS and Congress. Since.
AIMIM has not been invited
to join INDIA alliance, the
party is trying to forge third
front both for the Vidhan
Sabha election 2023 in the
stateand the Lok Sabhaclcc-
tion in 2024. The proposal
does not suit the BRS, since
it would not benefit much.
AIMIM overtly plays Mus-
lim politics as the BJP plays
Hindutva politics. Ina house
of 119. BRS (TRS in 2018)
had won 88 scats, while
AIMIM was able to win only
7 scats. Congress had won
19 seats. BJP could win only
1scat. Anti-incumbency is
likely to weigh heavv on
KCR led ruling BRS."that
has signalled improvement
in the political prospect
of Congress, that has an-
nounced 6 guarantees to the
people o fthe state.

Mizo National Front
(MNF) is ruling Mizoram
that had won 27 scats in
2018 in the house of 40.
MNF is parto NDA, though
the party is not happy with
the BJP on several issues,
including violence in Ma-
nipur. BJP had won | seatin
2028. Congress had won 4
scats, while independents 8.
Anti-incumbency marks the
ruling NDA while Congress
has improved a little. Vote
share of MNF was 37.7 per
cent while Congress had
bagged about 30 per cent
votes. BIP's share was 8.09
per cent and is set to lose
The state is heading for a
close contest between Con-
gress and MNF. PM Modi's
Hindutva campaign has be-
come hateful there in lightof
the Manipur violence

PM Modi's Hindutva
campaign is stirring the
electorate most in Madhya
Pradesh, compared to Raj-
asthan and Chhattisgarh. It
may be perhaps because.
BJP is ruling party in Mad-
hya Pradesh, and both Raj-
asthan and Chhattisgarh are
ruled by Congress. In all
the three states. BJP state
unitsarc ridden with unprec-
edented levels of infighting
which is still continuing
despite all cffortsofthecen-
tral leadership. Additionally,
the ruling BJP in Madhya
Pradesh has been facing a
public sentiment of double
anti-incumbency both in
the state and at the Centre.
Hindutva passion is visible,
but public dissatisfaction
from the governments is
so deep that it may impact
their voting finally against
the BJP.

Both in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. the Hindutva
wave is too weak to make
any major impact on the
electorate from the majority
community. Congress gov-
ernments in both the states
have cared for their citizens
comparatively well through
numerous public welfare
schemes. There have been
continued infighting within
the Pradesh Congress units
in both the states, but it has
been somehow kept under
control, and the warring
groups have been recon-
ciled. PM Modi's statement
that INDIA ailiancc has a
hidden agenda of eradicat-
ing "Sanatan Dharms” did
not attract the elcctoratc
in any of the five states,
since the Congress which
is in contest has distanced
itself from DMK leader
Udhayanidhi's opinion that
"Sanatan Dharma" needs
to be eradicated. Moreover,
people are not able to stom-
ach the fact that Congress
100 is anti-Hindu or has any
hidden agenda ofdestroying
Hindus. The general mood
in all the five states does
not seem to accommodate
hyper communal Hindutva
propaganda of the RSS-BJP
or even of PM Narcndra
ModiY//M Ser\iice)
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Power for
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women
m of people’s represen-

tation in governance is a half-baked idea even in
its most-efifectivcly practised nations like the US
or India. The way forward is to refine the system
in ways that all sections of the people get due rep-
resentation in governance, rather than influential

sections being allowed to
system to their advantage.
Womens Reservation Bill i

scurrilously hijack the
The introduction o f the
n Parliamenton Tuesday

in a major push by Prime Minister Narcndra Modi
is only one step forward in corrccting the flaws in

the system. The idea here is

to provide women, who

form halfthe population, at least 33 percent of the
seats in Parliament and state legislatures. Such an
attempt had been made repeatedly since 1996, but it

could not overcome the hu

rdles in Parliament. The

present plan, based on demands in the past too. is to

reserve one-third of the seats within this one-tl

quota to the weakest segm
Tribals. Likely to be passed
is planned to x implemen

rd
ents like the Dalits and
thistime, this legislation
ted from 2026 after the

constituency delimitation exercise is completed -

for which the prereq

s like a new parliament

house to accommodate the larger number of MPs

were already addressed. E:

SEPTEMBER 20,2023

Assault on freedom of expression:
Let’s not be hypocrites

The YouTube episode
‘Campus Talk Ep-2: Free-
dom of Expression in Edu-
cational Institutions.’ on the
show-causc notice issued to
the principal of a school for
playing tlic election song of
VPP during Teachers’ Day
celebrations made fora very
interesting viewing. It was an
eclectic panel with academi-
cians as well as practitioners
and political representatives
present to debate thejustifica-
tion and rationale o fthe gov-
ernment'saction. Itwas quite
curious that the Law Minister,
Dr. Amparcen Lyngdoh. was
unaware of the provisions
under which the show-causc
notice had been sent. After
all. there is rule number 20
of the Meghalaya Service
(Conduct) Rules 2019, which
states that. "No Government
employee shall... (take) part
inpolitics, or whose activ itics
have political bearing, nor
shall he (she) take part in aid
of. orassist inany other man-
ner, any political movement
or activity". It was expected
thatan issue that has been on
the public forum, especially a
matter of rules (law), would
attract the attention of the
Law Minister

Nevertheless, a cursory
reading of the rule, for me,
t the rationale be-

1s arc that the

women's reservation law would be in force for the

2029 parliament polls.
Ifthe main hurdle to the

past was the obstructions ¢

parties that insisted on reser

passage o fthe bill in the
aused by some regional
vations for SCs, STsand

BCs, this issue is largely addressed in the present

bill. InclusionofBCs is lik

ely ata laterstage o fthe

discussions on the bill. Large numbers of women
from various segments o fthe population arc already
well-equipped to run the administrative systems.

That a tribal like Droupad
herself with the necessary

i Murmu has equipped
qualifications to be the

President of tie nation is a testimony to this fact.
What they lacked were the opportunities due to
the domination o f more influential segments ofthe
socicty that usurped the weaker scgmenLs' rights

too. it is in such situations
introduced periodically tocl

that reforms should be
lean upand improve the

functioning ofthe systems. Governments arc usually
slack or rcticent in this rcspecL Collecting taxes,
paying salaries and building bridges or highways
arc by themselves not the yardsticks to measure the
effectivenessofagovemmeni Ascnscofdynamism
to overhaul the decadent systems and reinvigoratc

them with new blood is in
good governance. It well
troduction o f ihis

tegral to the conccpt of
appreciated that the in-

ill signalled the start of the first

session o fthe parliament in the new building.

loiters lo the Editor

Inspiring MBA
Pursuits and
Expanding
Horizons in
Shillong

Editor,

As the September 20th
deadline for CAT registra-
tion draws near. Ifind myself
pondering how many aspir-
ing students frum Shillong
have contemplated pursuing
an MBA for their career
advancement ot have taken
the initiative to fill out the
registration forms.

In ease there arc any
doubts among potential
candidates. | would like to
encourage them to register
and consider embarking on a
three-month self-study crash
course aimed at strengthen-
ing their skills ir verbal abil-
ity. reading comprehension,
quantitative aptitude, data
interpretation, and logical
reasoning. Here are some
suggestions for a 90-day
CAT preparation plan:

First 30 Days: Establisha
well-structured study sched-
ule.Focus on grasping key
concepts.

Allocate dedicated time
to each scction, including
verbal ability, reading com-
prehension. quantitative
aptitude, data interpreta-
tion. and logical reasoning
Incorporate regular mock
tests into your routine, with
a minimum of 2 tests per
week. Each mock test should
span 2 hours, followed bv
a I-hour session for self-

evaluation and analysis.

Next 30 Days: Seta target
percentile of 80-. Concen-
trate on refining your skills
to achieve this target.

Last 30 Days: Raise your
target to 90-95+ percentile.
Fine-tune your preparation to
meet this higher benchmark.
Throughout your prepara-
tion journey, you will come
across numerous blogs and
posts offering valuable in-
sights into effective study
strategies. | strongly encour-
age prospective candidates
to leverage this content to
customize their preparation
to their specific needs. Ad-
ditionally. | recommend uti-
lizing CAT coaching institute
materials, standard reference
books, and the last ten years'
solved CAT papers as valu-
able resources to enhance
your readiness for the CAT
exam.

It is imperative for stu-
dents in Shillong to rec-
ognize the abundant op-
portunities that pursuing an
MBA can provide for career
growth and development.
With dedication, a well*
stmcturcd study plan, and
access to the right resources,
success in the CAT exam can
be attainable for many.

Furthermore, as analum-
nus of 1IM Bangalore. | am
deeply committed to help-
ing students achieve their
dreams. | firmly believe in
the importance of exploring
opportunities beyond an
MBA. Therefore, | encour-
age students to consider a
broader range of academic
studies, which can open
doors to diverse and promis-
ing career pathways.

hind the show- cause notice
Though the VPP may have
distanced itselffrom the song,
there’s no doubt it is a song
connected to a certain politi-
cal party. Not accepting that
is disingenuous. Although, as
ithas been claimed, there was
a demand from die students
for the song, as the head of
an educational institution, it
is cxpected that ethics (if not
rules) should have alerted the
principal that this could be
interpreted as showing favou-
ritism to a certain political or-
ganization. Notjust children,
but fully mature adults look
to authority for validation of
their biases. And if the head
ofan institution is giving the
impression that they have
no problem allowing their
position to. what appears to
neutral observers, canvass
for a certain group, then it's
a matter of concern. What
such actions do is reinforce
the support for the particular
group among some while
kindling it among others
since the sanction has come
from someone in authority.
So. it can be argued tint the
principal should have been
more careful.

However, that is not the
only impression that can
be derived from the issue.
As argued by others on the
panel, the action of issuing
the show-causc notice dc-

Yours etc..

Graccl Joe Kharmawlong,
11.M-Bangalore Alumnus
Via email

Are we
defending
public
disruptions
and civilian
disturbances?

Fditor.

I write to express my
deep concern regarding the
recent arguments made by
the VPP legislators during
the Autumn Session on the
subject of law enforcement
in our state. Meghalaya.
While the freedom to protest
and gather is an integral part
ofourdemocratic fabric, it is
essential to strike a balance
between the exercise o f these
rights and the preservation o f
public peace and order.

The VPP, which has so
far stood and extensively
spoken for the rights of
the people, has somehow-
missed out on the nerve of
the public in this very matter.
In the Assembly session on
Tuesday, September 19, the
legislators spoke extensively
about the perceived failures
of our state policc. arguing
that they, "cannot handle the
slightest provocation.” They
have raised questions about
the policc response to pub-
lic disruptions and civilian
disturbances, particularly in
the context of"peaceful pro-
tests.” While it is important

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

creases the scope of freedom
of expression in the state. In
the name of keeping politics
out of educational institu-
tions, what else is going to be
censored in the future? The
law minister gave a list of
things that irvluded. among
other things, the possibility
of censoring something that
is blasphemcus. The topic
was especially much debated,
with the example of satanic
songs being constantly men-
tioned. with one panelist even
stating that she will have no
problem with people playing
satanic songs as long as it
does not encourage them to
engage in violence. This is art
oldargument: gainst a certain
kind of music, which also
includes a certain genre of
video game tint, it is claimed,
exhorts especially young
people to commit violence.
1really don't know if there's
any peer-reviewed literature
that supports such an argu-
ment or if ii comes from
‘WhatsApp Uriversity. where
you have amateur political
scientists, historians, and phi-
losophers who give their own
twocents as legitimate claims
about ccrtain things. What 1
do know is that violence was
not invented by heavy metal
music or video games. Ifthat
was the ease, how do wc
explain the prevalence o f vio-
lence in the post when these
two things had not yet been
invented?Orae weclaiming
(hat the past wasa golden age
where everyone was dancing
around fire, tinging songs,
and hugging each other?
Also, the idea of blas-
phemy or insjlt to a certain
religion itself has been used
as a justification for many
atrocities in the past. For
example, the inquisition of
die Catholic Church to punish
heresy dirouglout Europeand
the Americas s infamous for
its tortures and its persecution
ofminorities, especially Jews
and Muslims. Thousands died
in the bid to preserve the
sanctity of the faith. In recent
times, a Pakistani Christian
woman, Aasiya Norecn. also
known as Asia Bibi. was
convicted of blasphemy by a
Pakistani court and scntenced
to death by hanging. Later,
she was acquiQcd. but she had
to leave the country to save
her life. The vholc emphasis
on blasphemy was a very dis-
turbing portert towards such
prospects. | remember some
time ago attending a queer
programme ir Shillong at an
institute conn:ctcd to a reli-
gious denomination. Later. |
was told that there was holy

to scrutinize the actions of
our law cnfcrcement agen-
cies, it is equally crucial to
consider the broader impli-
cations of defending activi-
ties that disrupt the lives of
ordinary citizens.

In recent imcs. wc have
witnessed what arc labelled
as “peaceful protests” in
Meghalaya, which have re-
sulted in traffic disruptions,
businesses being forced to
pull down their shutters,
and. in some eases, innocent
civilians being subjected to
violence. It raises the fun-
damental question: What are
the policc supposed to do in
such scenarios? Is it reason-
able to expect them to stand
by idly while public order
is disrupted, businesses suf-
fer. and citizens are placed
at risk?

The Indian Constitution
indeed guarantees the free-
dom to procst and gather
peacefully, betit docs sowith
the understating that these
rights come with reasonable
restrictions. The imposition
of such restrictions is not
an affront to democracy but
a necessary safeguard to
ensure that public peace and
the rights ofall citizens arc
respected. When so-called
peaceful protests cross the
line and disrupt the pcacc of
the public, itis the duty and
responsibility of the policc
to take appropriate action to
restore order. Hence in such
circumstances, playing to
the gallery does not always
work

While advocating for the
rights of NGOs and protest-
ers. the VPP must realise
that businesses — primarily

water sprinkled in the room
where the performance took
placeto sanctify the space. In
the future, when blasphemy
becomes a very serious mat-
ter. it will not be just holy
water but penal action that
will be administered to the
occupants of the space. Am |
blowing things outo f propor-
tion? But how else would one
enforce the rule if there's no
punishment? W hatwill be the
incentive? It s just logical

But there was one point
that Tarun Bhartiya one of
tCpanelists, brought to atten-
tion thatwas very pertinent to
tlx; debate. He stated that, “wc
defend freedom o fexpression
with whom we agree, with
whom the majority agrees
that is a hypocrisy that ex-
ists here also... freedom of
expression, much morc than
the state is suppressed by the
community.” The example
of heavy metal music be-
ing blasphemous emerged
front that conv ersation. One
could sense others becom-
ing uncomfortable being put
on the docks since they had
hoped that it would be the
government who would be
the one answering and not
them. There was an attempt
by some to show acccptance
ofthe freedom o fexpression
to play any music, but once
a disclaimer is attached (it
should not lead to violence),
it becomes clear that such
freedom falls under the realm
of 'reasonable restrictions’,
whose interpretation will
depend on those exercising
power.

Personally. 1completely
agree with Tarun regard-
ing the hypocrisy of using
the argument of freedom
of expression, and 1 have a
very relevant example from
the reservation saga from a
couple of months ago. Many
Khasis messaged me pri-
vately that they agreed with
my position against the re-
view o f die reservation policy
and that the whole issue was
nothing butan attempt to gain
political mileage. However,
when 1 asked them if they
could alsostare their views in
public, they politely refused
because they feared backlash.
They were especially wor-
ried that taking such a stand
would invite allegations of
being a “traitor* to the com-
munity. There has always
been censorship for taking
a divergent stand, especially
on emotional issues where
the supposed good of the
community is at stake. For
example, how will Khasi
society react ifa Khasi takes

small ones—and livelihoods
of people have suffered due
to such activities in recent
years and this is to be seen in
the light of Meghalaya cur-
rently not faring particularly
well with regards to case-
of-doing-business. Hence
economic stability is atstake
in the long-term
Itis my hope that our VPP
legislators, who have so far
been vehement for the peo-
ple for all the right reasons,
will engage in aconstructive
dialogue to strike the right
balance between the exercise
ofdemocratic rights and the
maintenance of public order,
ensuring that Meghalaya
continues to be a placc where
peaceful coexistcnce and
progress thrive.
Yours etc..
Patrick Kurbah
Via email

Self-serving
legislators!

Editor.

The Meghalaya Legis-
lative Assembly has pro-
posed to reduce the qualify-
ing years of 2 years and 6
months as contained in the
proviso to scction 3(1) of
the Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly Act. 1977 in order
to enable MLAs who fail to
fulfil the qualifying years to
rcecive pension. Isn't this
ridiculous? The government
tad done away with pensions
for government employees
who joined regular services
after 2010. Why must pen-
sion be given to MLAS who
most probably have amassed

a stand against the introduc-
tion o fILP or marginalisation
of the non-indigcnous com-
munity in the state, to name
justtwo? I think we know the
answer to that question. So.
like Tarun said, let's not be
hypocrites

The censorship that exists
in Khasi socicty is enforced
by various bodies, which
range from the Church to
pressure groups that arc quick
to brand someone as anti*
Christian oranti-Jaidbvnricvv
ifthere isan opinion different
from what they themselves
profess. Excommunications,
threats of violence. or actual
violence arc used as deter-
rents to suppress any diver-
gent view. The government
is nothing but an extension
of that psyche of socicty,
which is threatening to use
legal means to punish those
who espouse a view that goes
against their own interests.
Today it’s the MDA govern-
ment: tomorrow it might be
another government, but the
story will not change. An
intolerant society will breed
intolerant governments. To
break the cycle, there has to
be a genuine appreciation
of different voices and the
patience to listen and maybe
act on them. Only then will
freedom of expression be
truly safe.

So what should be the
outcome of the show cause
notice? Personally. | feel that
since, as per the newspaper
report, the principal has al-
ready apologised, the matter
should be dropped. A mes-
sage has been sent (whether
wcagree with thator not), and
that will act as a deterrent for
others as well. Butifthe gov-
ernment decides to go alicad
and punish the principal, they
will creatc a martyr and this
will be used by their political
opponents to galvanise sup-
port against diem. There will
be an argument made that
any Icnicncy will projcct
weakness. | disagree. | think
it will projcct magnanimity.
1-car is useful in a dictator-
ship, but in ademocracy itcan
be counter-productive unless
the government can control
peoples' voting choices via
the secret ballot. Showing
that you care and arc willing
to give someone a chance to
correct a mistake is a much
better way of ensuring loy-
alty. Maybe this whole saga
will start a genuine conversa-
tion about freedom o fexpres-
sion in our socicty. One can
only hope

(The views expressed in
the article are those o f the
author ami do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

enough wealth and made the
best use of their position for
personal gains and for their
families during their tenure,
be it halfterm, one term, two
terms and so on and so forth?
Is it valid that the Assembly
Session should on the very
first day be discussing their
pension when there are many
critical issues thatare serious
and crucial? Why not for a
change act like public ser-
vants and serve the people
who have voted for them
rather than try to stabilise
themselves and secure their
future?

While glaring truths
about school teachers who
fail to be given their hard
earned monthly salary to
fend for themselves and
their families, traffic con-
gestion that has become a
frustrating daily affair, bad
roads and connectivity, poor
health care and sanitation,
unemployment, education
etc.. stare us in the face
our legislators find them as
problems too old to tackle
in all earnestness. Here too
there will be lukewarm ref-
erences to serious matters
ifatall. As for the pension
issue, even the Opposition
will agree and stand united
with the government. After
all. they too stand to gain.
Alas! hypocrisy!

Yours ctc
Jennicfer Dkhar,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Choosing and Being a
Good Father...!

Many single women the
world over arc adopting
children and rearing them
without a father. Butatsome
stage they realize the child
needs a dad in their lives,
and in my imagination, they
troop offin search of a dad.
Here 1air going to placc
such an imaginary scene
where an actress goes over
to the Institute of Dads and
says. “Principal sir, | need a
father for my kids!"

The Prncipal looks at
her. wishes he were younger,
but hastily puts aside such
naughty thoughts and says.
“You may choosc! Here's
the firstone; abitdomineer-
ing thought"

“Domineering!" says the
actress, “that means he’ll
bring my Kids up with au-
thority!”

“Also." says the princi-
pal sadly, ‘lie’ll think he's
always right! Your Kids may
feel crushed by his domi-
nance. nuy lose interest,
wait to be 18 to get away
from the house!"

"Ouch!" shouts the ac-

tress and looks for the next
man. "Who's this? He looks
charming and determined!"

“Will make you rich
quickly.” says the Principal
of the school of dads, “will
see your kids have enough
and more, but i:; deceiving
and dishonest!"

“And rey little ones will
become thesame!™ murmurs
the actress, then hears a
noise in the next room where
her children arc. she walks
over to see a man standing
in front of the TV they are
watching.

“1f you don’t cat dinner
youdon’twatch TV !"shouts
the tall fellow.

"What's he doing?" whis-
pers the ac-tress as she looks
at her petrified children.

“Ah! flat's the threaten-
ing type, he's always threat-
ening to lock them up. throw
away their TV or ground
hem!"

“It could be good disci-
pline for tI'em, what?"

"Butwithnocommunica-
tion whatsoever!” says the
Principal sadly,"he won'tex-
plain his actions; its threats,
threats and threats!"

They go outside where
she's in time lo see a man
leave, he is good looking,
wishes the children good-
bye and smiles at her as he
hurries off “Wait!" shouts
the actress. You seem like
a good faihcr!” The man
smiles and rushes on. “Too
busy!" says the principal,
“he’s a workaholic, a good
man. with a good income,
but whom your children will
never see!”

The actress looks at the
principal and bursts into
tears, "Aren’t there men
who make good fathers?"
she cries.

"Oh yes, there is!" sighs
the principal. "A wise father!
A man who works hard, but
has time far his kids, who is
there to texh them to ride
a bike, is there to lift them
when they fall, and laughs
with them when they get up
on their own!"

“Am soglad this institute
makes sucha man!" says the
actress, smiling

“No," smiles the Princi-
pal, "the institute doesn't,
but a good wife docs, she
moulds such a man to bc-
comc a great father, just as
a loving husband makes a
good mother of his wife!"

Yes. there'sa lotof truth
in this imaginary story isn't
it, but a uood father also

knows how good he is, when
he secs the kind of love his
children have for him later,
and the prayers they pray
for him. | remember my
thoughts and feelings many
years ago. when I heard my
dad in the US was diagnosed
with cancer:

“Dear God," | prayed,
“don’tdo this to a man who
hardly caused pain toothers.
A man who taught me to be
brave in the face of adver-
sity. To laugh when troubles
assailed me. and yet to cry
with others in sadness.”

1remembered days when
even as a father with im-
mense knowledge, he sat
with me and listened to my
half- baked theories, not
laughing them away, but
shaking his head and some-
times agreeing and some-
times discussing. but allow-
ing me to grow as a thinker,
and nota parrot vomiting out
tested formulas.

“Dear God." I whispered,
“just put your strong arm
around him and let him feel
your strength. Let him put
his head against that om-
nipotent muscle, and feel

his pain disappear, just as
he in my days of childhood
held me tight when cuts and
bruises and later emotional
hurts racked my body and
my soul.”

“Let him not feel the pain,
dear C.od,” | cried, “shield
him. just as he shielded his
family from the onslaughts
of the outside world. When
cruelty and harshness, injus-
tice and fear were stopped
at the threshold and not
allowed to enter, so that
wec inside, were nurtured in
gentleness and love.”

“Let your heavenly
friendship envelop him oh
Ciod, j ust as he became morc
friend than father as the
years went by.

Two friends who walked
in the cold impersonal streets
ofa foreign shore, watched
the pigeons at Rockefeller
Centerand the waters of the
Hudson. Friends who re-
spected cach other for what
they were and a friend who
did not try to forge me in his
mould but let me blossom
into my own form."

"Dear God!" 1shout,
“why do good men have to
suffer s0? Why can’t you
pick the cruel, the ruthless,
the tyrants of the world, why
pick a man for whom won-
der was childlike, and for
whom gentleness was a way
of lift:? Why God, why?” I
asked in despair.

I felt an arm around my
shoulder. It was his. my fa-
ther’s. 1sobbed, unashamed,
and then | felt his hand, wip-
ing away my tears. | leaned
against hisarms, and slowly
fell a peace. Somewhere far
away, | knew my Dad had
felt my pain, he felt not his
own....

“Dear God." | had whis-
pered that day. "be a Father
to him. just as he is still a
father to me!"

1'end with this thought,
that there’sa big role fathers
have to play, and huge role
mothers play, but together
they can develop and mould
children, who will grow up
with character and courage,
and finally pray to the Father
above, even as wc enter old
age. to give us the same
comfort and strength, wc
gave them earlier..!

(The Author conducts an
Online Writersand Speakers
Course. For more details
send a thumbs-up to him
on WhatsApp 989257288}.
Entail: bobsbitnterfagmail
com)
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Tackling mob violence

POLICE action in Meghalaya has been vi
without an impartial assessment of the situatit

ed
non

the ground. Calling Meghalaya a police state can
win political brownie points for politicians sitting in
the Opposition and always looking to rake up issues
with an eye on pandering to a certain constituency.
But what do police do when a mob is on a rampage?
Do they moveback and allow the mob to have its way

simply because i

is assumed lhat the mob is always

right? The Meghalaya State Pollution Control Boaixl
(MSPCB) should have known that there would be
resistance to the idea of expanding the acreage for

limestone mining

anarea that iswithin the precincts

of the Narpuh Wildlife Sanctuary which harbours the
last of the hoolock gibbons. In the first place, is it
ecologically feasible to have seven or eight cement
companies inone District of the State? How did the
cement companies manage to get their clearances
from the Union Ministry o f Environment and Forests
and (MoEE) and who actually conducted the envi-
ronmental impact assessment (EIA) which qualified
these companies to set up shop so close to a wildlife
sanctuary? These companies all came up during the
Congress-led ministry under DD Lapang.

In 2007 March, the late JD Rymbai who was
the then Chief Minister had to step down and was
replaced by DD Lapang according to the diktat of
the Congress High Command in Delhi. Tlie reason
for the replacement was bccausc Rymbai was not
granting permission to the cement companies to
start theirbusinesses. The moment DD Lapang held
the reins in Meghalaya all the cement companies
kick-started their businesses. What is surprising
is that there was no resistance to the setting up of
these compamcs by the local people then. Did they
not know of the long-term consequences of having
polluting industries so close to the villages? Even
at the last public hearing at Thangskai it was not as
if all the people of the area were against the mining
expansion plansofa certain cement company. There
was a divisionand part ofthe melee wasalso created

by the two rival groups.

The cement companies know how things work
in Meghalaya hence they appoint local tribals as
directors who will be their frontline supporters.

Hence there is Phone Syih a Jail

ia from the area

who isa director of four cement companies and three
mining companies among others. Inall these tussles
provoked by internal rivalries the police are caught
in a bind. They have to control the situation and if
people arc injured they arc accused of brutality. In
the procession carried out by the FKJGP through the
city of Shillong in October 2022, there was large-
scale violence on the streets o f Shillong. The policc
refrained from taking strong action and were accused
of not doing neir duty. The police have to do their
job. They cannot appease any politician or political
party or the Government o f the day. The mob cannot

be allowed to run amok.

Demanding
Urgent Government
Accountability &
Reforms in KHADC

Editor,

I'write lo yot with an ur-
gentand seething frustration
over the ongoing governance
and trade-related catastro-
phes plaguing the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
Council (KHADC). It is
nothing short o infuriating
to witness thesame old farce
of government instability,
changing tike clockwork
every six months, with no
end in sight sine: 1973. This
chronic instability is the root
cause ofa litany ofproblems,
chicfamong them being the
absolute shambles that is the
policy framework.

Let's talk about the Kaf-
kacsquc nightnarc in ob-
taining a trading license in
this region. The utter lack o f
infrastructure and competent
manpower to efficiently
process these licenses has
resulted in months of ex-
cruciating harassment for
those who dare io seek a
legitimate patli to trade
The citizens o f KILADC arc
burdened and belittled at
every turn, and frankly, it's
beyond intolerable. What's
equally abhorrent is the rep-
rehensible scapegoating of
local women tor allegedly
supporting so-called "outsid-
ers.* Topeddle this offensive
narrative while clearly chas-
ing political gains, especially
with elections looming, isan
act of sheer contempt for the
genuine citizensof the state.
The National People's Party
(NPP) seems hell-bent on
appealing to the lowest com-
mon denominator with divi-
sive tactics that only further

tarnish their integrity.
Moreover, the deafening
silence ofthe Chicf Minister
on these issues is nothing
short ofa dereliction of duty.
Instead of addressing the
critical problemsat hand, the
government's response is lo
arbitrarily shut down shops,
as evidenced by ihe rccent
closure 0f46

New Parliament House: Modli,
a larger than life legacy?

Wec have bid farewell to
the old parliament house
The historic first session of
the special Session was in
new Sansad Bhavan on 19
September 2021. The 96
year-old building will now
be an archaeological site.
The house where Jawahar-
lal Nehru made the famous
“midnight hour" speech and
the Constitution adopted will
serve as a nostalgic memory.
Apart from being the scat
of the imperial Legislative
Council, the Constituent As-
sembly of India it will also
be the Parliament of India
between 26 January 1950
and IX September 2023.
Considered inadequate for
the modem needs, the British
circulararchitecture will give
way to the triangular struc-
ture. Setting aside criticisms
ofwhethera new parliament
house was required the BIP
pushed through this project
whose construction com-
menced on 10 December
2020.

The Prime Minster per-
sonally took pride in seeing
this three storey building
that occupies 64.500 sqm. a
reality. His name is recorded
in history as the person who
laid the foundation stone, in-
augurated it and led the MPs
to the grand structure. He will
be in the annals of history,
lie may be remembered as
the one who finally shook oft'
the colonial past. He will not
want anyone to forget that in
his second term of office the
special session of parliament
was convened to commission
the new lawmakers’ house.

On 18 September, the
last session in the old build-
ing the prime minister gave
his ‘farewell speech*. He
sounded a statesman for
once. He acknowledged the
past prime minsters from
Pandit Nehru to Manmohan
singh and their achieve-
ments. He even recalled the
prime minister he dislikes the
most. Nehru's immortal ‘at
stroke of midnight' spccch.
He paid spccial tribute to BR
Amtadkar. |le complimented
the 7.500 members o f whom
600 were women. However,
he could not resist condemn-
ing the Emergency and the
‘cash for votes’ scam.

On September 19 after
the photo sessions wc saw
glimpses of members step-
ping into the building replete
with national symbols. The
prime minster walked bare-
foot. In the function to mark
the occasion, the prime min-
ster lost no time in suggesting
to rename the old parliament
building 'Samvidhan Sudan*
(Constitution House). Subse-
quently he made his maiden
address at the Lok Sabha

and cleanliness issues with

the urgency they deserve
In conclusion. 1implore
upon the authorities in
KHADC to jettison their
complacency and priori-
tize genuine governance,
accountability, and equi-
table policies that uplift all
citizens. The people deserve
's

in Bymihal and its environs.
Such rash actions won't win
votes or solve the underly-
ing issues. What's needed
is a systematic overhaul,
streamlined policies, and an
efficient licensing process,
not a third-party labyrinth.

The Chief Executive
Member's (CEM) claim Ihat
notices were sent but ignored
by shop owners doesn't war-
rant the summary cxccution
of businesses. The focus
should be on simplifying
the licensing process, en-
suring timely issuance, and
providing clear notifications
in newspapers to inform
labourers and shop owners
about the requirements. Pre-
maturely shutting down busi-
nesses without due proccss is
an affront lojustice.

Let's not forget the United
Khasi Jainlia District Trading
by Non-Tribal Regulations,
which emphasize the impor-
tance of trading licenses in
regulating non-tribal estab-
lishments. However, ihcsc
regulations should cham-
pion fairness and simplicity,
not bureaucracy and harass-
ment.

Lastly, the deplorable
state of the oldest market,
"IBW.DUH." remains un-
changed for cons, with gar-
bage near Molphran serving
as a constant reminder of
administrative apathy. It's
liigli lime the .lullioiilies ad-
dressed these infrastructural

better, and the

dereliction of duly must be
met with outrage and a reso-
lute demand for immediate
change. Swift and resolute
action is notjust required; it’s
long overdue.

Name withheld on

Urgent need for
addressing
pottholes on roads

Editor.

I am writing to draw
tention to a critical issue that
has been affecting our com-
munity's infrastructure and
quality oflife - the alarming
prevalence of potholes on
our roads. As a resident who
traverses our city's roads on
a daily basis, it has bccome
increasingly conccming to
witness the growing number
of potholes that seem to be

These

By Albert Thyrniang

and Rajya Sat>ha separately
where he expressed pleasure
at the quality ) debates and
reminded members that the
New Parliament is a symbol
ofa new dawn.

All throughout, the prime
minister was very keen in
realising the ambition of a
new parlianunt. But how
competent is he as a parlia-
mentarian. How deserv ing is
he to go down in history as
the ‘new parliament builder'?
Ilow worthy i*he to carrylthe
legacy o f being the ‘architect*
ofthe new Iu>inc that symbol-
ises debates, discussions and
deliberations. CPM member.
John Brittas reveals Ihat the
Prime Minister was present
in Parliament for 0.001 per
cent of the tool time. Derek
O'Brien. TMC Rajya Sabha
Member in <scathing at-
tack said. *Gi>c me back my
Parliament’ before moving
to the new site and reminded
Ihat the prime minister never
answered a single question on
the floor of parliament in the
lasi seven years.

*Hie prime minister wanted
toavoid speak ngon violence
hit Manipur inthe last session
in August. It took a no-confi-
dence motionagainsthis gov -
ernment for him to speak for
less than three minutes on a
slate engulfed by lawlessness
for three montfis. |le was ab-
sentall throughout the debate
prior to his spccch. Other crit-
ics have poimed out that he
has not made the customary
statement in Lok Sabha after
a State visit abroad. He has
never engaged in a conver-
sation with a fellow member
during debate? in parliament.
1l was only during his first
year in officc that he took
part in the proceedings. His
spccches have been mainly to
reply to the Motion o f1 hanks
to the President's Address.
Therefore, many call him a
disengaged parliamentarian
who avoids questions, in and
outofParliament. Our prime
minister is no comparison to
forinstance th: British prime
minister, who answers all
the questions the opposition
bombards hinVher with.

The inauguration of the
new parliament house on
May 2X was a Sunday. It is
a clear disregard for the tiny
Christian community. The
new building represents In-
dia's myriad diversity. A so-
callcd multi-religious prayer
scrvicc was on display at the
inaugural function. However.
Hindu ritualism look promi-
nence overall else. A Scngol,
symbol of divine right was
installed. Sadhus fiovvn from
Tamil Nadu blessed the prime

accidents, especially when
drivers swerve unexpectedly
toavoid them, leading to col-
lisions with other vehicles or
pedestrians.

Vehicle Damage: Potholes
can causc substantial damage
to our vehicles' lircs. wheels,
suspension systems, and
alignments. This translates
lo increased repair costs for
residents already facing eco-
nomic challenges,

Negative Aesthetics: Our
city's roads arc often the
first impression visitors and
newcomers have o four com-
munity. The presence of nu-
merous potholes can rellcct
poorly on our town's image
and deter potential investors,
tourists, and businesses.

Traffic Congestion: Mo-
torists often slow down or
change lanes abruptly to
avoid potholes, causing traf-
fic congestionand exacerbat-
ing the risk ofaccidents.

It is clear dial immediate

alction is requ red to address
this issue. | urge our local
authorities and relevant de-
partments touke the follow-
ing steps:

Swift Repairs: Prioritize
prompt repairs of existing
potholes, ensuring the safety

ministerand the new national
property. Notably the day
was the birth anniversary of
V.D. Savarkar, the Hindutva
founder.

“Ihe prime minster who
inaugurated the new parlia-
ment building did not instil
confidencc in the minorities
Government functions on
Sundays arc now normal
Recently it was informed Ihat
the authorities at the centrc
insisted that the convoca-
tion for ITI graduates should
be held on a Sunday. The
sentiments of the Christian
minority does not matter for
thisgovernment. Hie pride of
the majority isall that counts.
Instead of convoying to ihe
country Ihat the parliament
is answerable to the public
+ a symbol of its “infallibil-
ity’was proclaimed instead.
Then instead of portraying
the parliament as a modem

science dominates, the in-
auguration regresses to the
days of superstitions. On
the day of unveiling the icon
of India's democracy it was
actually marked by saffron
symbolism. Both the Sengol
and priests are from Tamil
Nadu. The BJP likes lo think
that it would gain politically
in the Southern state. But
the voters there are smart to
sec through the attempts and
will continue to keep the saf-
fron party at bay. The prime
minster himself, and not the
President, inaugurating the
new facility also conveys
that he is the most important
person in the country.

What about the govern-
ment that the prime minister
presides over” Before shift-
ing to the new building mem-
bers recalled that in the last
seven years ihe parliament
was on occasions under-
mined. Important bills were
pushed through by the brute
majority of the ruling party.
From 2014 till date only one
of ten bills were sent to the
parliamentary committee for
scrutiny. Nine of ten bills
had zero or incomplete prc
legislative consultation. One
of the legislations passed
was anti-federalism. The
Opposition was overlooked.
Not one of the noticcs from
the Opposition was aeccptcd.
Important decisions like Dc-
monetisation were taken
without deference to the
House. Opposition leaders
regret the decline* o f democ-
racy in its very mtemple’
Leave politicians aside, the
public witnessed how bills
were pushed through without
sufficient debate. The farm
bills in September 2020 arc

Transparency and Ac-
countability: Establish trans-
parent communication chan-
nelsto update residents about
ongoing road maintenance
efforts and progress.

In conclusion, the current
state of our roads, maned by
the proliferation o fpotholes,
requires urgent attention and
remediation. As concerned
citizens. it is our duty to
raise our collcctive voice and
advocatc for the neccssary
changes that will improve our
daily livesand the well-being
of our community.

1 Miicciely h3jc Ihat Ilii*
letter serves as a catalyst
for positive changc and Ihat
our community can work
together to ensure safer and
more efficient roadways.

ours ctc..
Karan Naih
Via email

One Nation;

One Election

liditor.

In the letter. "How viable
are simultaneous elections”
(ST. September 18. 2023).

a prime example. No wonder
it had to be repealed a year
later. Sensitive bills like the
CAB/CAA and the abolition
of articic 370 were given
urgent importance. These
legislations have no major
significance. The intention
was to antagonise a particular
community. In the new build-
ing wc may see similar bills
like renaming of India into
Bharat and the ‘One country
one election’ to benefit the
prime minister’s party.

The prime minister has ac-
complished in gifling the na-
tion a new parliament house
Butgiven his records s he the
most qualified prime minister
lo do so? Is he a larger than
life personality? It looks like
the eagerness to make the
mighty drcam a reality is to
compensate for something
that is lacking in him.

What about here in our
stale? Pie majcstic new par-
liament house with modem
facilities built to withstand
earthquake* has been com-
pleted in record time, less
than three years. Here the
dome of the under construc-
tion Assembly house col-
lapsed. We don’t know the
present status. For nearly 25
years wc have had no State
Assembly building. Wc could
be cclcbrating the silverjubi-
lee of the decimation of the
Slate Assembly soon.

The present State Assem-
bly has been *Christianised’.
Prelates and pastors were
brought in to bless the new
government and members on
the first day in officc. As a
state wc have lost the moral
ground of criticising Modi
and the BJP for saftronising
the parliament.

The present composition
is marked by conflict of in-
terests. The NPP. the senior
parly is supported by the
UDP and BJP in the legisla-
tive Assembly. The Congress
is the ‘main* opposition but
it is a partner of the NPP in
KIIAIK". The stark reality is
that three o f the five M LAsof
the Congress arcalso MDCs.
Hie UDP rules with the NPP
in th state but in the KILADC
it is the major opposition. One
of UDP's minister?, in the
suae is also an MDC. These
individuals must be super hu-
mans to be able to do justice
to their roles,

Ihe role of the opposition
is taken by the VPP and the
TMC. So far. important issues
in the state have been brought
by the above parties who
have neither the Leader of
the Opposition nor the Chief
Whip. Is the Opposition in the
Assembly and in the Council
a sham? Arc wc the voters
being conned?

sion of the government as it
touches our daily lives. As a
matter of fact, democracy is
not only for the people but it
should also be of and by the
people. Therefore, the com-
mittee formed by the govern-
ment to look into the viability
ofajoint election needs to lis-
ten to the voice of the people
before arriving at a decision
In the argument in favour of
onc-nation-one-election. the
writer says. "With national
elections and state elections
occurring simultaneously, the
public would be spared from
the recunenl electoral cycles,
benefiting both the elector-
ate and the administration.”
Sometimes wc cannotdccide
what size of a ready-made
garment to buy. At such a time
we may feel that it would be
much better if fashion design-
ers could have made ONE-
SIZE-FITS-ALL garments.
But wc know that it would
creatc more problems.
Onc-nation-onc-clection
would also causc huge prob-
lems. Implementation o fsuch
a scheme would actually be-
comc more costly and creatc
more confusion instead of
reducing Itwould

Krishna Chettri says Ihat as
the central has

of road users and p a to
further deterioration, examine the concept o f onc-
i i i cclion, it will

Implement regular road

potholes not only pose a sig-
nificant threat to the safety
of motorists and pedestrians
butalso have a direct impact
on our vehides' maintenance
costs and the overall image of
our community, apart from
other health problems

The current state of our
roads has led to various con-
scquences, including;

Safety Concems: Potholes
have the potential to causc

measures, such
as crack scaling and resurfac-
ing. to proven the formation
of new pothobs.

Community Engagement:
F.ncouragc residents to report
potholes and road hazards
promptly, creating a collab-
orative appro;eh to address-
ing ihe issue. Allocation of
Funds: Advocate for the al-
location o fsufficient funds to
mud maintciuuiec and icpaiis

be prudent to temporarily set
aside this topic and await the
committee’s insights.

Lhave to differ with ihe
writer on that. A democracy
cannot survive if people go
into sleep mode after giving
their votes. The value of an
edit page of a newspaper is
immense as it is a platform
for dialogue, debate, dis-
cussion and dissent which
arc indeed the lifeblood of
democracy, t.sich one of us
isa ofany deci-

in our budget.

p terminate some
elected houses in order to push
them into a ONE-SIZE-FITS-
ALLclecuon. This would be a
wastage o fpublic money with-
out any regard to the people’s
mandate. Moreover, in a par-
liamentary’ democracy some
elected Vidhan Sabhas or the
Lok Sabha may go to the polls
before completing five years
of their full term. Therefore,
mechanical synchronisation
of their expiry date is totally
impossible.
Yours etc..
Sujit De.
Kolkata

(SI1X)

Battling Pollution
in Shillong-A Call
to Action

By Risliotbasklieni Kharlynxdull

I pen these words with aip efforts.

deep sense of concern and
a burning desire for changc.
Shillong, our picturcsquc
abode, is gradually losing
its lustre as litter and dust
continue to blanket our city.
This predicament demands
our immediate attention and
collective action if we are to
reclaim th: pristine beauty
that Shillong has long been
renowned or.

The Shillong of yester-
years was celebrated not
only for its breathtaking land-
scapes and vibrant culturc
but also for its impcccablc
cleanliness. A stroll down the
streets wasa refreshing expe-
rience. and the air was crisp
with the fragrancc of pine
and rhodcdendron. Sadly,
that image s fading, replaced
by a landscape marred by
litter and air laden with dust
panicles

The Litter Problem

Let us first address the is-
sue of litter, which is visible
in every nook and cranny
of our city. The streets arc
strewn with plastic bags,
wrappers, jiscardcd bottles,
and various forms of re-
fuse. It is disheartening to
witness the degradation of
our environment as garbage
piles up along our roadways

3. Improving Waste Col-
lection and Recycling: One
of the fundamental aspccis
of curbing litter is efficient
waste management. Shillong
should invest in modern
waste collection infrastruc-
ture that ensures regular and
reliable pick-up services.
Additionally, the establish-
ment of easily acccssiblc
recycling centres, equipped
to handle various types of
waste like paper, plastic,
and glass, can divert signifi-
cantamounts o f refuse from
landfills.

4. Green Initiatives: To
mitigate dust pollution, wc
should embark on green
initiatives that enhance the
city's natural defences. Pro-
moting tree planting and
expanding green spaces will
not only beautify Shillong
but also act as natural dust
filters. Public-privatc part-
nerships can be forged to
fund tree planting campaigns
and the maintenanceo f these
green arcas.

5. Community Clcan-up
Drives: Creating a sense of
ownership and responsibil-
ity is crucial to maintaining
cleanliness in our city. Or-
ganising regular community
clcan-up drives involving

“Public Awareness and Education:

Education is the cornerstone o fany
effective change. We must launch an
extensive public awareness campaign
that not only highlights the problems
associated with Utter and dust but also

provides practical solutions. This
campaign should encompass schools,
community centers, social media, and

local news outlets. Workshops, seminars,

and interactive programs can engage

residents o fall ages, imparting the
knowledge and motivation neededfor

meaningful change. ”

and green spaces. Beyond
the acsthclic decline, litter
poses significant threats to
public health, wildlife, and
our ecosystem.

The Dust Dilemma:

Accompanying this lit-
ter cpideniic is the perpet-
ual dustiness Ihat engulfs
Shillong. Bust particles hang
in the air. creating a haze that
obscurcs our oncc-pristinc
views. This dust has adverse
effects on respiratory health,
particularly for vulnerable
groups such as children and
the elderly. It also accumu-
lates on buildings, vehicles,
and vegctaiion, causing long-
term damage.

Solutions for Shillong

It is imperative that we
confront these challenges
head-on. To this end. | pro-
pose a multifaceted approach
that combines public aware-
ness, policy initiatives, and
community involvement to
rnmhal lili(*rand dnsl pollu-
tion in Shillong.

1 Public Awareness and
Education: Education is the
comerstone of any effective
changc. Wc must launch
an extensive public aware-
ness campaign Ihat not only
highlights the problems as-
sociated with litter and dust
but also provides practical
solutions. This campaign
should encompass schools,
community centers, social
media, and local news out-
lets. Workshops, seminars,
andi ive prog

residents, schools, and lo-
cal businesses can achicve
this. These events not only
install a sense of pride but
also fostera spirit of togeth-
erness among the people of
Shillong.

6. Dust Control Mea-
sures: To address the dust
issue, we should explore in-
novative methods like dust
suppressants on unpaved
roads, regular street sweep-
ing.and stricterregulations on
construction sites to prevent
dust emissions. We can also
invest in air quality moni-
toring systems to assess the
impact o fthese measures and
make data-driven decisions.

7. Sustainable Urban Plan-
ning: Shillong's growth and
development must align with
sustainable urban planning
principles. Ihis includes cf-
licient traffic management to
reduce dust from vehicular
emissions, promoting pe-
destrian-friendly zones, and
considering green building
practices that minimise dust
generation and maximise
energy efficiency.

8. Collaborative Efforts:
Achieving lasting changc re-
quires collaboration between
government bodies, non-
governmental organisations,
businesses, and citizens. We
must establish partnerships
to pool resources. knowk*dgc,
and expertise. These col-
laborations can result in in-
novative solutions and shared

engage residents o fall ages,
imparting the knowledge
and motivation needed for
meaningful changc

2. Strengthening Anti-
Littering Laws: Laws alone
cannotcliminatc littering, but
they play avital role in deter-
rence. Municipal authorities
should rigorously enforce
anti-littcrirg laws. Increased
patrols, sur. cillancc cameras,
and fines fcroffenders should
be implemented. Further-
more. wc should consider
innovative approaches, such
as community scrvicc for
litterbugs. where offenders
actively participate in clcan-

for our city’s
well-being.

In conclusion, the chal-
lenges of litter and dust in
Shillong are not insurmount-
able. They arc, however, a
call toaction forall o fus who
cherish the natural beauty and
serenity of our city. It is our
collcctive responsibility to
protectand preserve Shillong
for future generations.

By impfementing the pro-
posed solutions and fostering
a culture of cleanliness and
environmental stewardship,
wc can transform Shillong
into a shining example of
a clean, green, and vibrant
city.
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Challenge from Canada
DIPLOMATIC relations between Canada and
India are worsening. The fly in the ointment is
principally the Khalistani movement or its ac-
tivities on Canadian soil with suspected political
support ora sense o f‘tolerance’ from the ruling
Liberal Party of Canada led by Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. While the Khalistani movement
has lost its support in Punjab after years ofmay-
hem and violence, it is sought to be resurrected
within India through aggressive campaigning
in Canada and elsewhere. Such attempts in the
UK have not gained traction but the threat is

visible there too. India cannot remain obli

ious

to attempts by Khalistanis to disrupt peace here
through its actions abroad.

Trudeau’s political instincts are. however,
not different fiom that ofthe Indian politicians.
His attempt is to play vote bank politics by
retaining or increasing support for him through
steps to woo the eight lakh strong Sikhs there
- immigrants from India - who form around
two per cent of Canada's population. Notably,
some prominent Sikhs there are close associ-
ates of Trudeai and his party. In the process,
he might as well be playing into the hands of
Khalistanis who. like any other terrorist outfit,
can cause sericus law and order problems within
Canada indue course o ftime. Terroroutfits have
played a major role in the massive disruption of
life in Pakistan in the past few decades - there
too with political patronage to spite India. The
recent inclusion of floats linked to the 1984 as-
sassination of Indira Gandhi at some Khalistani
roadshows in Canada is a case in point. The

Khalistanis were behind the Kanishka Ai

ine

bombing in 1985, which had killed some 300
passengers on Canadian soil. That was at the
height of their separatist offensives in Punjab.
Khalistanis are already vitiating life in Canada
with their massive involvement in drug and

human-trafficking
fund their outfit.

shady actions that help them

Relations between Canada and India were ad-
ditionally strained now with Canada expelling
an Indian dip omatic mission staff following
allegations that the envoy played a role in the
liquidation ofa Khalistani separatist leader in
Canada. India responded to the Canadian step
with more seriousness. New Delhi’s suspen-
sion on Thursday of the visa processing at its
embassy in Canada by citing “operational”
reasons, as also the retaliatory expulsion of a
senior Canadian diplomat and an intelligence
officer from New Delhi should send the right
signals to Trudeau. India’s first priority is to
protect national interests even as it may have
adverse consequences vis-a-vis migration of

people from here to Canada, which i

happening

on a substantially large scale from some states

at present.

Letters to the Editor

Overwhelmed
by vehicles;
pedestrians

ignored

Editor,

1 wish to express my deep
concern about ilk increas-
ing menace of vehicles oc-
cupying almost every inch
of the road in oar beauti-
ful city of Shillong. As a
resident who has witnessed
the rapid growth of traffic,
I feel compelled to draw
attention to the pressing is-
sue of pedestrian safety and
convenience.

In recent times, the num-
ber of cars, scooters, and
other vehicles has risen sig-
nificantly. leading to severe
congestion on our streets
It lias become an everyday
struggle for pedestrians to
find a safe space io walk on
the sidewalks, let alone cross
the roads. This issue posesa
serious threat to the safety
of the elderly, children, and
physically challenged in-
dividuals who often find
themselves stranded amidst
asea of vehicles.

Just rcecntly. on the morn-
ing ofAugust 24.2023. near
Anton Hall, a tragic collision
involving a two-wheeler
occurred, underscoring the
gravity of this concern. It is
sad to note that tlv Shillong
Traffic Policc seem to be
over-regulating schools, yet
itcould not prevert incidents
like this. It is important for
the Shillong Traffic Police
to reevaluate and rc-regulate

the traffic situation during
school hours

The lack of designated
parking spaces and un-
checked parking by vehicle
owners further exacerbates
the problem. This not only
obstructs smooth traffic flow
but also discourages people
from choosing sustainable
means of transport such
as walking or cycling. Ad-
ditionally. the situation In
Police Bazar, a popular com-
mercial hub. is particularly
dirc. The influx of vehicles
has made it nearly impos-
sible for pedestrians to navi-
gatesafely. The oncc vibrant
and bustling area has now
turned into a chaotic mess,
with vendors encroaching
onto walkways and vehicles
dominating the remaining
space

The question of shilling
vendors to create a full-
lledged pedestrian /.one
raises genuine challenges.
These vendors rely on this
location for their livelihood,
and any sudden relocation
might disrupt their daily
earnings. Striking a bal-
ance between creating a
pedestrian-friendly space
and ensuring the livelihoods
of these vendors requires
carcfiil planning and coop-
eration between authorities,
vendors, and the community.
It's crucial for officials to
expedite their efforts and
find creative solutions that
prioritize both pedestrian
safety and the economic
well-being of local vendors.
Delaying action could exac-
erbate an already precarious
situation and hinder the city’s

What the public wants to
hear from the legislators

OurAssembly sessions are
getting truncated by the year.
On anaverage the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly sits for
not more than 20-25 days a
year. In these 25 days much
time is taken up by legislators
that arc unable to communi-
cate their points cogently or
have not briefed themselves
adequately to be able to make
a meaningful speech without
appearing apologetic. True
that the Opposition has to
raise pertinent questions from
the Government which is in
charge ofthe public purse but
those questions must come
after adequate information
has been gathered from the
respective departments. The
questioning is notan inquisi-
tion: it is a means of seeking
accountability. We the public
need to know for instance
the total amount allocated
to the Suite PWD in the last
MDA Government (2018
2023): where that money
has been deployed? And
what the outcomes arc! We
need to know ifany contrac-
tor has been blacklisted for
roads that developed craters
after one heavy monsoon
shower. Wc need to know the
name o f the Executive Engi-
neer overseeing the horrible
roads in Hast Jaintia Hillsand
whether the Government has
taken any action against the
person for giving a comple-
tion certificate for absolutely
shoddy work. So far wc have
not heard the issue of roads
being taken up in a serious
enough manner that would
send shivers up the spine of
the PWD minister and his
engineer cohorts.

We the people would like
to know the timeline for the
Shillong-Dawki road. Dowe
remember when the founda-
tion stone was laid for the
road? Meghalaya is infamous
for time and cost overruns
in several projects including
centrally funded ones. Isany-
one ever held accountable?
The reason why those in the
ruling ports and government
arc never pinned down for
wrongdoing is because those
in the Opposition did almost
the same thing: committed
the same sets of impropri-
eties when they were in the
government and therefore
pointing a finger at anyone
now could result in the trail
leading back several years
into the past when things
went amiss.

The second point is about
the inadequate supply of
drinking water in several
partsof Shillong or the com-
plete non-availability of wa-
ter in some localities and

progress towards becoming
a more pedestrian-friendly
environment.

1 urge the conccmed au-
thorities to take immediate
measures to address this
issue. Implementing strict
parking regulations, promot-
ing public transportation,
vendor management, com-
munity engagement and
creating dedicated pedestrian
zones arc sonic crucial steps
thatcould alleviate the prob-
lem. Furthermore, encourag-
ing citizens to adopt cco-
fricndly modes of transport
like cycling and carpooling
can significantly reduce traf-
fic congestion and pollution.
As responsible citizens, wc
must all contribute to mak-
ing Shillong a safer, cleaner,
and more pedestrian-friendly
city. Collective cftorts will
lead to positive changes and
help preserve the cssencc of
shillong for future genera-
tions to chrish

Yoursetc.,
Pinky Lodh
Via email

Restrict entry
of heavy
vehicles in
residential
areas

Editor,

‘W hen those incharge turn
ablind eye. trouble brews at
an alarming pacc. The seren-
ity of Jhalupara Trenching

Round Road in Shillong has
continuously been disrupted

By Patricia Mukhim

their dependence on water
tankers for their water needs.
However, thii is not to be
shillong-ccunc. Travelling
to distant villages in Megha-
laya informs us that water
supply to cvciy home is still
work in progress and one
wonders if the Jal Jecvan
Mission in Meghalaya can be
completed before December
2023 bccausc by then the
central government will be
breathing down the neck of
the State Government. After
all this is a roastcr-stratcgy
for BJP to win rural voters in

Chief Minister travels to
Delhi every weekend why
docs he not bring this mat-
ter to the Surface Transport
Minister. Nitin Gadkari? In
Nagalandwhen RN Ravi was
Governor, he would regu-
larly supervise the Dimapur-
Koliima highway and sort
out matters related to delays
due to land acquisition with
Gadkari. And Gadkari always
responded positively. Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
needs to realise that a N6
is a link highway but large
tracts of the highway passes

We ilte people would like to know the timeline
for the Shillong-Dawki road. Do we remember
when the foundation .stone was laidfor the wad.?
Meghalaya is infamousfor time and cost overruns
Inseveralprojects Including centrallyfunded ones.
Is anyone ever held accountable?

the 2024 elections.

True that the issue of up-
gradation of NEIGRIHMS
to an AIIMS equivalent was
taken up by Congress legisla-
tor Ronnie Lyngdoh and he
has touched up>na sore point
NFJGRIHMShasbcen left to
fall by the wayside with so
many doctors having left for
greener pastures. Weought to
be grateful to the ones who
arc sticking oi and continu-
ing to offer iheir services
despite the many pitfalls and
the non-availajility ofccrtain
life-saving equipment. Many
a patient has complained
that the emergency care at
NF.IGR i i

through Meghalaya.
The case 0fNEIGRIHMS
is pretty much the same.
While NEIGRIHMS serves
the entire region, it is located
in Meghalaya and therefore
the onus is on the Chief Min-
isterof Meghalaya to push the
Union Health Ministry forits
improvement into an institu-
tion of excellence. But why
only the CM? Other MLAs
and the State Ilealth Minister
t00 can push for better, more
efficient departments and
doctors, better nursing care
and enough funds to eater to
the growing needs o fpatients
that are growing by the day.
Itisasad on

Ifone were to fall ill beyond
the OPD hoursand if one is
not a VIP then one has had
it. Some of these complaints
unfortunately Jon't reach the
Director and as is our wont
we don't pursue these mat-
ters to their logical end. Wc
outsource then to the dozen
or 50 pressure groups waiting
for an issue to fall into their
laps so they can occasionally
flex their muscles.

The Meghalaya High
Court has been our saving
grace taking up issuesthat arc
within the realm o f the execu-
tive such as the horrendous
traffic jams ia this blighted
city and the atrocious roads
in East Jaintia Hills which
conncet to the Barak Valley
in Assam. Th; Government
needs to fine out who the
last contractors of the road
were. True that the National
Highway 6 is not executed
by the State Government but
considering that the Stale

in multiple ways. This prob-
lem arises from the unwar-
ranted entry and parking of
heavy trucks, turning this
peaceful thoroughfare into a
cacophonous battleground of
inconvenience.

For the locals, this prob-
lem has bccome a daily
ordeal, particularly in the
morning wken residents
with their vehicles find them-
selves grappling with the
road blockades causcd by
the "back and forth" pacing
of the noisy and polluting
trucks. Frankly speaking, the
road, once a peaceful route,
hasnow become a bewilder-
ing maze of disorder.

What is most dishearten-
ing is the plight of residents
of Mawbah (Barapathar)
and Nongsohphoh Upper
Mawprein trying to escort
their children to school or
those govemncni employees
driving to their oftices. The
residents are regularly held
up on the Trenching Round
Road for fifteen minutes
to halfan hcur, sometimes
even a full hour. Many par-
ents regularly express their
distress at missing school
and returning home in dis-
appointment. Is the educa-
tion of our children less
important than collecting
revenue from polluting truck
parking?

Thesituaton is worsened
by the presence of "two-
way"entry and irresponsible
parking of light cars on both
sides of the road right up to
TB Hospital Koad. It'snearly
impossible for the residents
of Upper Mawpreni and
Mawbah to drive past this

our legislators but most of
them are very constituency-
centric. Very few rise above
their constituencies to be
state leaders. | recall the
Late PG Marbaniang who
as Speaker berated a few of
his MLA colleagues for rais-
ing issues only pertaining to
their constituencies. “When
will you graduate into a state
leader?” Marbaniang would
literally roar. Alas! Other than
the CM. no other MLA has
risen to the ranks of a State
leader and Isay this bccause
of one important reason

When ChiefMinister Conrad
Sangma declared to the World
Bank honchos at a meeting
in Meghalaya House Delhi
in May 2023 that Meghalaya
is ready to become a 10 bil-
lion dollar economy, none of
the MLASs have asked him to
qualify his statement and to
point out the road-map to this
gallant trajectory. Sangma
laidout hisplans to the World

route in their light vchiclcs
in the morning hours. Even
more concerning is the fact
that ambulanccs carrying
sick patients and mortuary
vans with dead bodies also
get caught up in these stifling
traffic jams. Do you know
that only about 150 meters
from Trenching Round Road
is the State's renowned TB
Hospital and Electric Cre-
matorium?

Mr Bhandari, an elderly
resident of the village says
that the entry o fheavy trucks
on this road at night, along
with their shrill honking
disrupts his sleep entirely.
After dark, various illicit
activities happen here, some
too unspeakable to mention.
Its no longersafe for women
and children to be outafter 6
o'clock in the evening.

With drug peddlers and
addicts roaming freely, of-
ten mouthing abusive and
obscene language, the oncc
peaceful and academically
conducive environment of
the area has been irrevo-
cably contaminated. Some
complain that many shady
deals come through behind
the trucks, and irrespon-
sible pedestrians are also
seen urinating without any
shame. Who should be held
accountable for this increas-
ing mess? Why are the con-
cemed authorities keeping
silent?

On behalf of the ag-
grieved residents of these
neighborhoods, | sincerely
draw the urgent attention of
the Deputy Commissioner,
Superintendent of Policc of
East Khasi Hills, and au-

Bank saying that one key
landmark initiative is Megha-
laya Enterprise Architecture
Project (MeghEA) which
apparently is the first of its
Kind in any state. MeghEA al-
lows foran e-proposal system
which won an award at the
UN-WSIS. In a democracy
it is important for the last
person in the village to know
what all this means. Frankly
speaking most of us would
not know the implication of
MeghEAand who the critical
stakeholders are. Should this

(SI1X)

Indigenous Tribal Students
of Meghalaya can excel in
Maths & Science, provided...

By Dominick Dauni Raising Ryrnbai

The heading of the col-
umn, “Arc tribal students
incapablc of learning Math-
ematics & Science?" by
Patricia Mukhim (ST Sep-
tember I>. 2023) hits real
hard at the heart and the
mind too Just reading the
caption of the article makes
one quesiion if our indig-
enous tribal students sutler
from a mass deficiency in
theA rtsofMaths & Science.
One agre:s with the writer
that basic Maths & Science,
at least till Class 10. are ad-
equate forone’s holistic edu-
cation. W are indeed living

not have inthe
Assembly?

The Chief Minister in-
formed the World Bank that
there arc currently 12 ex-
ternally aided projects with
another 11 in the pipeline.
These projects arc worth
over Rs 10.000 crorcs of
external funding and over
Rs 2400 crore is a loan from
the World Bank. World Bank
projects inciudc the Megha-
laya Integrated Transport
Project (MITP). Meghala-
ya Community-led Land-
scape Management Project
(CLLMP). Meghalaya Health
Systems Strengthening Proj-
ect (MHSSP). Meghalaya
Programme for Adolescent
Well-being, Employmentand
Resiliencc(EM POWER). We
arc dealing with a lotofacro-
nyms here and what bothers
me as acitizen of thisstate is
(1) Isthe World Bank going to
do an independent monitor-
ing and audit to sec how the
projectsarc implemented (2)
How arc the projects work-
ing on the ground? (3) We
have heard of CLLMP for a
while now. Can the Govern-
ment show us the progress
of this project? And which
arc the target districts for the
EMPOWER scheme? All the
above needed to be discussed
threadbare in the Assembly
since the public arc the real
stakeholders and the Govern-
mentan iinplcmenter.

Ilie above is the problem
with Meghalaya. Wc don’t
have MLAs that havethe ealim
bre to grill the suave CM and
his SMART team (nearly ev-
ery scheme is named Smart)
and to get them to tell tts the
outcomes of these schemes
every 6 months. Let's not
forget that a loan must be re-
paid. ltsnota freebie from the
World Bank. And if the above
schemcs arc implemented. |
am curious to know how we
canbecomea 10billion dollar
economy. Mr Chief Minister,
would you care to give us a
brief on this? Please call a
press conference of senior
journalists. | promise to be
all cars!

thoritics of the Cantonment
Board to treat this concem
with the utmost urgency. No
children or youths should
be "exposed to a nasty en-
vironment”. It only goes to
adversely pollute theirmind-
sets. Concerned parents
often wonry about their chil-
dren falling into the wrong
company as peer influence
ran ‘iignifiranlly iinpacl a
young person's behavior
and choices. Will itnot be a
major "liability" of the state
if our youth get into wrong
habits in such an unhealthy
environment?

The immediate removal
of truck parking facilities or
the entry of the heavy vc-
hicles in residential areas is
amust. Itis the root cause of
all the troubles plaguing the
lives of the residents of the
area. Moreover, no vchiclcs
should be allowed to blare
their homs between 8 pm and
7 am. Ensuring the safety of
the residents and preserving
a peaceful environment in
the “residential areas” must
be the government's top
priority. The future of the
younger generation should
not be “entangled” with the
greed of some irresponsible
adults.

Yours ctc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times

ina gy-driven world
and Math? & Scicncc have a
role in out daily personal and
professional lives.

In the early 1990s. the
Maths teachcr Khlichri-
at High School was Babu
(Late) Louis Swer, fondly
addressed as Bu-Loa by
his students. Books were
written in English but most
explanations were in Pnar.
Hnglish. with its grammar
and multiple meanings o the
same woni. can be one diffi-
cult langiage. One memory
that remains of the tcacher
was when he would depute
some of his more advanced
students to help the weaker
ones, in the post-class hours.
He was humble enough to
understand that perhaps
pecr-to-pecr learning, with-
out the fear of public’ hu-
miliation, was better for
the weaker students. The
result was minimal failure
in Maths in his classes. And
no studen: would ever forget
the ration.il-minded Scicnce
tcacher. st (pronounced as
saar) Shakti. whose Scicnce
classes were always full to
the brim. To his annoyancc
and also lis happiness at the
feedback, while askingques-
tions or giving replies in his
classes, some o fthe students.
would often mimic his thick
South-Indian acccnted Pnar
and English

Finishing o ffhigh school
in Kiddies*Comer. Shillong,
the writerhas fond memories
ofthe amazing Maths & Sci-
cncc teacher Late Ms Urmila
Basu. At 10+2 (Science)
in St Anthony's College
(SAC). shillong, one recalls
respectfully the recently
deceased Physics Professor.
Bah James Blah. He was
s0 good at simplifying the
concepts of Physics that
10+2 Scicncc students, from
the neighbouring colleges
in Laitumkhrah and Greater
Shillong area, would actu-
ally go for VIP recommen-
dations tc get a placc in his
limitcd-scats Tuition classes.
Of course he always had a
soft corner for his students
front SAC. Due credit to the
late Professor for helping me
secure distinction marks in
Physics, and college-topping
marks, at he HSSLC exami-
nation 20)0.

The first criterion is for
students hcmsclves to de-
velop an interest in Maths
& Science (M&S): this can
happen at the foundations
of learning the 3 R's of
Reading. Writing and Arith-
metic. Next is for tcaehcrs
to cncou'age the intellec-
tual development of the
students in M&S. Often.
good teachers can actually
kindle the students' inter-
cut in the subjects and also
perform well academically.
sadly, today tcaehcrs arc
under imense pressure to

interview to verify his written
marks. They were genuinely
shocked that a tribal student,
bom and raised in Mawngap
Khasi Hills, Meghalaya, could
top the examination in spite of
the presence of brilliant stu-
dents from other well-know n
colleges and universities of
the country. As a Mathemat-
ics Professorat St. Anthony’s
College Shillong and later at
NEHU. he had a reputation
of zero failure among his
students. After a stint in our
state's electoral politics and
at 60-plus years of age. he
finally earned his Ph.D. from
1IPS in 2004.

Asa socicty. it's important
to inculcate the importance
of Scicnce. Technology. En-
gineering and Mathematics
(STEM) as not just subjects
for the nerds of the class or
for job-oriented professional
courses. In St. Anthony's
College of the 2000s. the
‘cool* students were those
who took up English Litera-
ture with the hipsters o f Mass
Communications Department
rivalling them for attention.
The Physical & Life Sci-
ences were at the other end
of the cool spectrum. And
Commerce and the Social
Sciences were somewhere in
dicmiddk:. Nodoubta Liberal
Arts education is important.
However, in this era of the
inter-disciplinary approach of
the National Education Policy
2020, STEM subjects with a
tinge of Liberal Arts would
enablea holistic education.

Our former President and
missile scientist Dr APJ Ab-
dul Kalam loved playing the
veena. And Maths & Science
and Music do have a connec-
tion. In school, the tuning of
a fork is used as an example
to measure the frequency
of sound. There's a fable of
Pythagoras, of the famous
triangle theorem, who discov-
ered a simple mathematical
relationship between a black-
smith'shammcrand hammer-
ing sounds of harmony and
discord. Hie hammers that
produce harmony were those
with masses that were exact
ratios of one another. The
forgotten Transcendcntalist
Margaret Fuller asserted diat
all truth is comprised in music
and mathematics.

The recent sticcess of the
paisa vasool Chandrayaan-3
Mission that landed in the
south pole o fdie moonshould
be widely celebrated. We
achieved what other very
high-income countries failed
The scientists of the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO). with their passion
and love of Space Technol-
ogy, should be given the same
respect and adulation as be-
stowed on other rockstars in
the fields o f sports, perform-
ing and fine arts, literature
and politics. Perhaps, then,
we will have an attitudinal
changc towards the STEM
subjects. The world’s richest
men like Elon Musk and Jeff
Bezos would gladly part with
afew millionsoftheirbillions
ofUS Dollars to recruit these
passionate ISRO scientists for
their space-tech companies.
Enough money is necessary
but money is not everything.
The ISRO scientists chose
passion and a national duty
towards their country.

Looking back at one's
graduation proccss in the
2000s and the possibilities
ofthe NEP 2020 today, this
writer would have taken up

complete ihesy within
the acadcmic calendar. The
end result is that students
have jus; a basic idea of
most coiKcpts without in-
depth understanding of the
subjects. Ultimately, the ap-
plication ofthose concepts at
the Board exams, especially
at the National-level com-
petitive exams, becomes
very difficult. Of course,
it's anotlkr story for those
who can afford the fees of
the coaching factories and
for-profit educational con-
sultants. Patricia Mukhim
got it very right when she
mentioned that our problem
asa socicty is that we don't
seek out tkosc who can moti-
vate our younger generation
to break new paths and scalc
new heights in M&S. One
person that comes to mind
is Bah Loniak Marbaniang.
In 1980-SI. he topped his
course at the deemed univer-
sity Interrational Institute of
Population Sciences (UPS).
Mumbai  aone of its kind
institution in the world, with
accreditations to the United
Nations aid other top world
universities. His professors
at I1PS ealed him for an oral

with
aminor in Business Econom-
ics. And perhaps, from fellow
students, aspireto haw a poer-
to-peer learning in Coding
And if possible, as a hobby,
try to steal a place in classes
meant for sports medicine
or films and music studies
Alas!

We cannot just hope and
pray fora better future forour
children and grand-childrcn
STEM subjects as well as die
Liberal Artsare important for
the overall development of
any child and youth. We owe
our youth of today, a good,
wholesome and sound educa-
tion. It'sabout livingand prac-
tising die Fundamental Duties
ofour Constitution. Its about
aspiring to reach that heaven
of freedom of Rabindranath
Tagore. It's about India, diat
is Bharat, being truly a devel-
oped nation by 2047.

PS: The writer's aipahil-
itymin Maths  Science wa*
formedatFr. Tome Memorial
School, Jowai and cemented
at Khhehriat High School, a
Don tfosco Institution, hem
expressedarepersonal

Email: dauni.roising@
gnKiil.com
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“Anytimeyou suffer a setback
or disappointment, putyour head down

andplow ahead.”

— LcbBiow ii

The Shillong Times

VN NG M

VIILTHIM .Sl kdw m imi vim k

Case ofthe landless tribal

THE issue of land evokes different emotions
in different people. For the affluent land is an
investment and asurety for the future. They gift
land to their olT-springs who in turn will acquire
more land for their children. And this practice
continues and has continued for as long as we
can remember.The Khasi-Jaintiacommunity has
never given any thought to the possibility that
land as a finite resource would one day create
an angst and would be the cause of a divide
between those owning hectares of land and the
growing number of landless who today live in
rented accommodation despite being indigenous
to the state.The sense of community has given
way to crass individualism.

One o fthe few statesmen that Meghalaya has
seen was BB Lyngdoh, who during his chief
ministership had proposed a cadastral survey
that would bring all land under the modem
revenue system. Above all, a cadastral survey
would inform as to who owned how much land
and possibly lead to land reforms that would en-
surea land ceiling beyond which a person would
not be able to buy morc land. This might have
brought in an ecosystem ofjustice and equity
in a tribal community where a large numberof
families no longer have access to community
land bccausc those have, over time, been con-
verted to private land. It is instructive that the
VPP MLA. Ardent Basaiawmoit should raise
this issue now. He could have raised it when he
was an MDC. Frankly the ADCs have a greater
onus ofcurtailing the land greed ofa few and
ensuring equitable distribution ofland amongst
the community members. But alienation of land
has happened under the watch of the Councils
which raises the question as to whether they
arc fulfilling their constitutional duties of safe-
guarding the land rights ofthe tribal community,
especially the poor who should have access
to community and. Over decades the refrain
trotted when it comes to acquiring land for any
institution or forroads and highways is that land
belongs to the ‘people.”Who those people are is
not known. Lard-owning people today are the
affluent among tribals. About 76% o fthe indig-
enous tribals of Meghalaya are landless.

Unfortunately the concerns raised by many
today is a one-point agenda of land alienation
to non-tribal entities. What the rich tribal is tak-
ingaway from his/her fellow tribal seems to be
ofno concern. Why docs the VPP not demand
a cadastral survey now and stick to their guns
until that goal ismet? That would be the greatest
favour they can do for the poor who they claim

to represent.

W hither
Conservation
in Meghalaya?

Editor,

The editorial “Tackling
mob violence” (ST Septem-
ber 21. 2023) raises many
other issues. The British
were intelligent enough to
crcate and conserve biodi-
versity. A key biodiversity
area of 259.29 sc. km of
Reserved Forest in Narpuh
Block | and Block Il is the
primary forest remaining
in Meghalaya and was es-
tablished in June 1909 and
March 1918 respectively.
Both the blocks of Narpuh
are partofthe Reserved I-or-
est in Jaintia Hills and the
Working Plan for this forest
was approved for a period
of ten years from 2013-14
to 2022-23 by The Ministry
of EnvironmentanJ Forests
and Climate Change. North
East Regional Office, Gov-
ernment of India. Shillong.
During the mid-term revi-
sion o fthe approved working
plan initiated in July 2018,
the area of Narpuh Block 11
got reduced by 59.90 sq.km
as Narpuh Wildlife Sanctu-
ary was notified on 10th
June 2014,

The editorial has raised a
very pertinent question, “Is
it ecologically feasible to
have seven to eight cement
companies in one district
of the State? How did the
ccment companies man-
age to get their clearances
from the Union Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and who actually conducted

the environmental impact
assessment which qualified
these companies to set up
shop so close to a wildlife
sanctuary"?". When money
talks there will be no resis-
tance and in fact gullible
and poverty ridden people
have nothing to lose but are
contented with crumbs not
knowing what is degradation
of environment and its con-
sequences. The main threat
to Narpuh prior to 2004 was
encroachment (settlement
and agriculture), hunting,
poaching, jhum cultivation,
illegal felling o ftrees, speed-
ing vehicles, pollution from
motor vehicles on National
Highway 6 formerly NH
44 that connects Assam
Mizoram and Tripura with
the rest of India. A number
of animals are crushed to
death by speeding vehicles.
Earlier, some forest areas
of Narpuh and nearby areas
were destroyed mainly due
to betelnut plantation, for
jhum cultivation, orchards
(mainly oranges), and fire-
wood collection.

The Narpuh Wildlife
sanctuary (59.90 Sq Km).
East Jaintia I (ills District was
notified on June 10. 2014 is
the only large tract ofpristine
forest left in Jaintia Hills as
well as the eastern part of
Meghalaya. This area has
some ofthe tallestevergreen
and semi-evergreen forests
leftin Meghalaya. The Sanc-
tuary is also home to many
Schedules | species such
as Hoolock gibbon. Serowv.
Slow lons. Ilicd Hombill
Leopard etc. The favourable
climate with rich vegetation
offers a good habitation of

Of Hypocrites
and the Satanic

With the eagerness to
learn more about the idea
of freedom. | also watched
the Campus Talk on freedom
of expression, hosted by
a local media person. The
campus talk centered around
the recent show cause notice
against the particular Head
of Government School in
West Jaintia Hills District,
for allegedly allowing the
students to play and dance
to the tune of an election
song "Ha U Prah.” Taking
for granted that the Head of
the Institution had violated
certain government norms,
perhaps it is highly unlikely
that action will be initialed
against the person for fear
of public outrage due to the
popularity of the song.

It will be hypocritical on
the part of the Government
not to take any action if rules
are violated. Nonetheless, in
the recent past in Meghalaya
rules arc blatantly flouted
and law and order vitiated
by both State and non-state
actors and in many instances
the Government had failed
the citizens and was not able
to maintain the rule of law
for the fear of reprisal by the
majority. However, the funda-
mental premise of freedom is
to let everyone live in pcacc
and prosperity. At the same
time we must not succumb
to a popular and completely
wrong notion that law and
order or for peace to prevail
we have to depend on the
happiness of the majority.
Popularity is not divine, and
thata strong government and
progressive society is marked
by the will to act against the
unfounded opinion of the
majority. To the extent of
refusing toactat the diktat of
the popular majority and the
recent research had brought
to light that even in Nazi
Germany, there were Ger-
man Police from Hamburg
City under the Reserve Policc
Battalion 101 who refused
to follow the orders of their
superiors to kill the Jews

Learning and debating on
freedom, censorship, societal
or religious norms etal are no
small natters and itis impor-
tant that we continue the dis-
course as these matters shape
and mould our world views
and guide us in our day to day
dealings. Curtailing freedom
of expression, artistic or oth-
erwise and behaviour control
are not anathema in Megha-
laya. There had been orders
issued by the State with the

the area to support a wide
variety of wild, endangered
flora and fauna, the Sanctu-
ary is endowed with a rich
diversity and abundance of
wildlife

Until recently only few
studies have been conducted
to explore the fauna diver-
sity in the Sanctuary. In the
year 1996-98. a study was
conducted by the Zoological
Survey of India, the first at
such survey for the district,
as per the report there are
25 species of birds. 61 spe-
cies of mammals, 16 spe-
cies of Reptiles, 74 species
of fishes and 15 species of
Amphibians. In 1999. Dr.
Anvvarruddin Choudhury
submitted the interim report
of wildlife survey in Jaintia
Hills, according to which
there arc more than 120 spe-
cies of mammals. In 2016-
2017. the Department with
DrRajkamai Goswami from
Ashoka Trust for Research
in Ecology & Environment
(ATREE) had carried out
fauna survey in the sanctu-
ary using camera trap, as per
the study 92 species o fbinls,
35 species of mammals and
199 species of butterflies
were recorded. About 92
species or birds have been
recorded so far. Among the
noteworthy speciesrecorded
so farincludes. Oriental Pied
Hornbill. Giantor Great Pied
Hombill. Spangled Drongo,
Rufous-throated Partridge
etc.

The sanctuary has a
number of small nullas.
streams ctc. which harbour
a rich variety of butterflies.
Dr.Rajkamal Goswami dur-
ing his studies in the sanctu-

intention to stop and even
ban art expressions, movies,
music ctc. Recently both
the Government and society
found the following artistic
expressions tc be threats to
both and hence the ban was
pronounced. Theseare: (i) In
2006 the Meghalaya Cabinet
banned the nwvie the Dav-
inci Code and ironically no
film critic was present in the
Cabinet, (i) In 2013 Tarun
Bhartiya and Sanjay Kak's
Red Ant Dream was troubled
by the City Pol ccand was nol
screened during the Indie 8
film festival al St Anthony's.
Shillong (iii) In the 2015
edition of NH 7 Weekender
some religious group (s) ob-
jected to Mcgadeth perform-
ingat the muse festival, (iv)
In Shillong, tlere exists this
loud noise whi;h vehemently
objects to thrash metal music
and people wvio arc associ-
ated with it arc sometimes
considered and condemned
as satanic.

In 2014 there was public
discourse on the effects of
thrash metal baids on society
and it was painful to listen to
the stories of some talented
musicians who played metal
songs as they had to go un-
derground out of fear. Even
nippers were forced to stop
midway during their perfor-
mance and ridiculed by gov-
ernmentofficials in the music
event held in the outskirts of
the city. Once | was baffled
when | heard a preacher
who preached against the
song. Hotel California of
the Band Eagles, as being
satanic and during the 1980s
there was this satanic panic
about the pernicious impact
of rock music on the youth,
especially in America, where
evangelical p-eachcrs went
overboard to denounce rock
music for catsing havoc to
theyouths. Abo. John Lcnon
was condcmnel as anti-Christ
for his oil-hand remark that
the Beatles are more popular
than Jesus, which also led
to protest and death threats.
Such panic ard demonising
opinions against some of
the renowned performing
artists of the Universe also
reverberated across the Khasi
Hillsduring the penetrationo f
American Evangelicalism. In
fact John Lcnnon was anti-
war and strongly opposed
violence and his songs bore
testimony to that

ary has recorded around 91
species of butterflies. Some
of the butterflies arc very
rare which can be locaicd
only in the sanctuary. It can
be stated thal the sanctuary
is exceptiona.ly rich in but-
terfly diversity.

The Asian Leaf Tule (cy-
clemis dentate), a reptile
known as te>tudincs were
recorded in Prangand Lukha
rivers. The copper headed
Trinket Snak;. Red-necked
Kcclback. monitor lizard
and species of frog (Kaloula
spp.) have been recorded
from the region. The Com-
mon Varanus bengalensis.
water monitors. Rock Py-
thon. King Cobra. Common
Cobra. Banded krait. Com-
mon krait. Common vine
snake, green pit viper and
reticulated python have also
been recorded.

According to the study
conductcd by R. Eugene La-
mare and O.F. Singh of De-
partment of Hnvironmental
Studies. Norii-Eastem Hill
University ard Department
of Environment and Tradi-
tional Ecosystems. Martin
Luther Christian Univer-
sity. Shillong in 2013 titled
“Comparison of various soil
physico-chenical param-
eters," revealed that cement
dustcmanatirg from cement
plants has changcd the soil
quality in th." surrounding
areas of cement plants. The
normal soil pll in the area
is generally acidic. How-
ever. due to ihe continuous
deposition of cement dust
soil ptl was tound slightly
alkaline near the ccment
plants. The higher values of
soil parameters such as elec-

On the issue that ccrtain
songs or art expressions are
satanic and the satanic con-
cept per sc have come about
because we are a Christian
dominated socicty and for
two centuries we have been
informed significantly by
the Bible and Christian lit-
eratures of various strands.
Critically speaking, satan or
satanic being is foreign to our
indigenous ethos and it is a
Christianimport. On the other
hand, the Khasi conccptof™u
ksuid u khrei" (evil character
or being) is not equivalent
to the concept of satan. But
it cannot be denied that for
generations the word satan
has been loosely translated
as "u ksuid" in Khasi and
unfortunately our ancestors
who were adherents of pri-
mal or indigenous faith were
branded as "ki nongmanc
ksuid™ or evil worshippers
and children of darkness.

Briefly, the Khasis under-
stand "u ksuid u khrei” as a
force or power which causes
obstruction to domestic or
communal progress or which
causes sickness or calamity
in the family or community.
They also believe in "u ryn-
gkew u basa” or the guard-
ians or protectors of land
and in retributive justice or
"ka nongkylliang" or "ka 'la
pakhot”. whereby one has to
face the same fate or harm
which he/she has caused to
others. Therefore, prayers,
intercessions, rituals and
sacrifices play a major role
to prevent individual (s)/
family (s) and community
from impending calamities,
obstructions and sicknesses.
With the advancement of
higher education, especially
scientific knowledge, much
of our human predicaments
and buixlens have been eased
out. However, an evil force is
taking a new shape and comes
in ihe form of new policies
to deny citizens and poor
people access to basic health
care, decent livelihoods and
education.

In Hebraic cpistemology,
Satan is the accuser and oc-
cursseveral times throughout
the Hebrew Bible. In his
Khasi Bible commentary.
Rev Father Sngi Lyngdoh
defines Satan as one of the
servantsofGod and is notan
evil being, who worked for
God or rather he was a tool
which God uses to test and

trical conductivity and bulk
density were also noticcd
near the cement plants. The
lower values of water hold-
ing capacity, soil moisture
content, soil organic carbon
and total nitrogen conlent
were found compared to the
control sites.

The cffectofcementdust
deposition on soil is more in
areas nearer to the cement
plants. At present the chang-
es may not be so serious but
if this trend continues, soil
properties of a vast area
around the ccment plants
are likely to changc leading
to multiple effects on flora,
fauna and socio-economy
of ihe area”. The area has
the maximum limestone de-
posits in the state of Megha-
laya followed by Khasi Hills
and Garo Hills. Extensive
exploitation of limestone
in the area started in 2004
after establishment of sev-
eral cement manufacturing
plants. At present, there are
eleven cement plants already
established. Currently, these
are predominantly the ma-
jor consumers of limestone
resources in Meghalaya. All
these cement plants were
found to be located within
an area of less than 10 sq.km
which is equivalent to 17%
ofthe area of Narpuh Wild-
life Sanctuary

itis strange that the Jain-
tia Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council, the custodian
and keeper of land and its
resources under Sixth Sched-
ule converted the area into
private property, hqually
strange is how Star Cement
owns more than 200 hectares
(2 Sq.km) and how 10sq.km

prosecute those who went
against God's laws. There-
fore. the accuser is a job de-
scription rather than a proper
noun and the accuser's job is
toconfront and challenge the
unworthiness of humankind
The accuser is essentially the
prosecutor before the Courtof
Yahwch. The concept of Sa-
tan has evolved over the mil-
lennia since the post Biblical
Judaism and in modem world
it has also reared its racial
underpinning that everything
which is black is evil and
more so red. brown, tribal or
primitiveand the global south
were characterised as heathen
and godless region.

Freedom is crucial forour
civilization and one must not
condone violence, hatred or
any act which will lead to
destruction of socio-political
fabric. On the other hand
the society must also move
with (lie linics and adapt >
the changes, lest the society
will be doing violence by its
rigidity and regressiveness.
Let me recall a conversation
with the group of musicians
in town. This group belongs
to the genre of thrash metal
and had their music video
shot in acemetery. This music
video was objected to by a
scction of conservativeswho
also admonished the group
as satanic worshippers. But
theirstory isjust the opposite,
they are not satanic followers
and neither the stings nor Ihe
video contained any satanic
elements. In fact, they pen
and sing songs which are re-
lalablc lo politicsand society.
Through ihe music video they
wanted to share their idea
with ihe society at large that
the graveyard isanotherspace
which is present among hu-
man habitation and isa space
which represents serenity
amidst the din ofcity life.

Now that ihe Voice of
People Parly has issued a
disclaimer thal the Prah song
is nol the official song of Ihe
party, il can well be opined
thal the show-causc is ri-
diculous. Be thal as it may.
the question slill remains as
lo whether we are a tolerant
society. Hence. we need to
ask whoever comes to power
if they are committed to de-
fend freedom without preju-
dice? Or will they continue
the politics of disallowing
freedom of expression and
hate opinion (s) which they
dislike and which offend the
majority?

of land where ihese cement
factories are located can be
owned by non-indigcnous
people defying the Megha-
laya Land Transfer Act. Ii
is ironic that value addition
of Meghalaya limestone is
now taking place elsewhere
in Sonapur in Assam and
Mohitnagar in Jalpaiguri
District (near Siliguri) in
West Bengal
As regards tackling mob
violence, the less said the
better. But it is important
to point out as a civilised
citizen that when a mob is
on a rampage. Ihe police are
responsible for maintaining
law and order and ensuring
public safely. The primary
objective is to protect lives
and property, prevent vio-
lence and restore peace in
affected areas rather than to
be in a bind because of ihe
tussles provoked by internal
rivalries. It is lhe job of Ihe
police lo deploy additional
forces, use non-lethal force,
arrest and detention, imposi-
tion ofcurfew and coordina-
tion with other agencies of
the Central Armed Police
Forces as and when the situ-
ation arises. The editorial
has rightly pointed out that
“they cannot appease any
politician or political parties
orthe government of the day.
The mob cannot be allowed
to nin amok."
Yours etc.
By VK Lyngdoh
shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(s1X)

Wearing
patriotism on
our sleeves

ByAnirban Bhattacharyya

Indiajust pulled off the
ultimate magic trick: land-
ing on lie dark side of the
moon. B.it. Pink Floyd didn't
roll out he psychedelic red
carpet as promised. We did
it. and ai a price tag so low.
it makes you wonder if we
borrowed some spending
lips from Ihe stale of Kerala
where ir the first 9 days of
Onani the people of Kerala
spent 665 crorc on justalco-
hol alone. Come to think of
it Kerala could have funded
our Moon Mission! Take a
bow. India: we've reachcd
ihe pinnacic of civilisation

the grandfather! The crowd
loved it, naturally,

Oh. and in case you
thought our education sys-
tem was safe, ihink again.
Tripta Tyagi. a icaehcr in
Muzzafamagar. encouraged
Hindu boys to give Muslim
studentsa lesson in violence.
She claimcd she couldn't
do it herself because of a
self-proclaimed handicap.
Go figure!

And the cherry on top of
nothing has changcd story?
“The Kashmir Files" win-
ning a National Award for
Best Film on National Inte-

In Rishikesh. Uttarakhand, the Hindutva
Dcvbhoomi Raksha Abhiyan wenton a
demolition derby, smashing two Muslim

mazars to bits while chanting “Jai Shri Ram.”

Someone even declared.

"All the dead in these

mazars are getting evicted. ”

- space travel. Naturally,
we Indians camc together
as we are oft to do during
such mcmentous events in
spite of our caste, creed,
stale, religious differences,
languages and gathered
around, our Indian chests
puffed with pride, and threw
a nationwide party. But let's
cut lo the chase, has any-
thing really changcd in India
since wc got over our spacc
euphoria?

Well, in the past week,
it seems we've had a surge

in vigilante attacks on mi-
norities and hate incidents
in seveix.| stales. It's like we
celebrated our moon land-
ing by taking a giant leap
backward. Or Nothing has
changed. after all

In Rishikcsh, Uttara-
khand. tie Hindutva Devb-
hoomi Raksha Abhiyan

gration. It's almost like they
meant "National Disintegra-
tion.” Good one. Juiy!
Meanwhile. Manipur's
been burning for four
months, but ihe national
media and leaders seem to
think it's part of another
galaxy. The Archbishop of
Imphal reports 249 churches
were destroyed in 36 hours
during the violence. "Wc,
the People of India” seems
like a distant memory, as
religion, stale identities, and
caste politics continue their

celestial tango.

But fear not! The heroes
ofthe opposition have united
under the bannerof LN.D.L.A
(The Indian National Devel-
opmental InclusivcAlliancc)
to take on the N DA Govt led
by BPJ in Ihe 2024 elections
Arc they the true champions
of our secular republic, or

“In the nations capital.
Hindutva singer Kanhiya Mittal
declared a holy war against the

Christian religion, saying ifyou meet

a Father, remind them who is the grandfather!
The crowd loved it. naturally. ™

went on a demolition der-
by. smashing two Muslim
mazars to bits while chanting
“Jai Shri Ram." Someone
even declared. "All the dead
in these mazars arc getting
evicted."

In Ullar Pradesh's Shah-
jahanpir, leaders of Ihe
Antarashtriya Hindu Pari-
shad decided lo do some
temple lopping, demand-
ing Ihe Gyanvapi mosque's
transformation into a Hindu
temple. Down in Karnataka's
Doddaballapura, Pramod
Muthalik. leader of the Sri
Ram Sena, decided to give
a stirring hale spcech, target-
ing Muslimsand threatening
intcrfaitli lovebirds. Because
who needs tractors, books, or
pens when you can worship
swords, right?

In th; nation's capital.
Hindutva singer Kanhiya
Mittal dcinrvd a holy war
against the Christian reli-
gion. saying if you meet a
Father, remind them who is

justanotherstar in the politi-
cal constellation? Only time,
and perhaps a telescope,
will tell.

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Khargc says they
aim to protect democracy,
promote welfare, and coun-
ter whatever ideology they
think is threatening the idea
of India. Fingers crossed,
folks!

In the end. let's ponder a
cosmic conundrum: why do
we measure our patriotism
by random events, ignoring
our religious and social dif-
ferences? Perhaps it's time
we maintained this National
identity and camaraderie in
our everyday lives. Or may-
be, just maybe, it is just the
old moon and a new shuttle.
Beam us up. Scotty!

(Anirban Bhattmharyya
is a bestselling author, Cre-
ator-Producer of the TV
show Savdhaan India, a
stand up comedian and an
actor)
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Fashion
with a
purpose!

co-friendly fashion implies making sus-
tainable choices in a world driven by fast-
paced trends and disposable clothing. But
then the term “sustainable fashion" itself is an
oxymoron.

As defined in Cambridge Dictionary, 'fash-
ion' means a style that is popular at a particular
lime, and on the other hand, 'sustainable’ means
able to continue over a period of time. Despite
this contradiction, the notion of being fashion-
able while embracing sustainability is not only
possible but also increasingly essential in our
modern society.

Inipsirt nn Environment
The fashion industry has long been associated
with a significant ecological footprint. It's a lead-
ing contributo’ to pollution, water consum ption,
and greenhouse gas emissions. Following are
some of the industry’s most pressing issues

Fast Fashion

The rise of fast fashion has led to an acceler-

ated production cycle, where clothing is designed,

produced, and discarded rapidly. This contributes
to massive amounts of textile waste.

Resource Intensive

Traditional textile production relies heavily
on water, energy, and chemicals. Huge amounts
of electricity and heat are required for cloth and
garments manjfacturing. Most of the factories
operate in areas that are largely dependent on
coal for producing energy, causing huge gas
emissions.

Pollution

Dyeing and finishing textiles release harmful
chemicals into waterways, polluting ecosystems
and endangering human health

W aste

The fashion industry generates vast amounts of
waste, from unsold inventory to discarded cloth-
ing, much of which ends up in landfills.

Given these environmental challenges, the
fashion industry is under increasing pressure
to become eco-friendly and cmbracc sustain-
ability

Rise tf Eco-friendly Fashion

In recent years, eco-friendly fashion has gained
traction as a response to the industry's environ-
mental and ethical concerns. Eco-friendly and
sustainable fashion focuses on minimizing harm
to the environment and improving social condi-

Use back-to-school mindset to
help you stick to your goals

tions throughout the supply chain. Here are some
of the key aspects

Eco-friendly M aterials
Sustainable fashion prioritizes the use of cco-
fricndly materials such as organic cotton, hemp
Tenccl. and recycled fibers. These materials arc
produced with lower environmental impact

Ethical Production
By prioritising sustainability, brands engage
and support the local communities and provide
safe, healthy, and fair working conditions for
the labor

Transparency

Sustainable brands aim to be transparent about
their supply chains, making it easier for consum-
ers to trace the origin of their clothing

Circular Fashion

It promotes the idea of reducing, reusing, and
recycling or upcycling clothing. Thbis includes
repair services, resale platforms, and clothing
rental services

Fortunately, consumers arc also becoming more
conscious of these issues and demanding green
alternatives. By adopting some of the following
eco-friendly practices, individuals can reduce
their carbon footprint and make a positive dif-
ference

Choose Sustainable Fabrics

Opt for clothing made from sustainable m ateri-
als like organic cotton, hemp, bamboo. Tcnecl,
or recycled fibers. These fabrics a*e produced
with less environmental impact compared to

conventional ones.

Buy Second-Hand
Thrifting and shopping at vintage stores not
only reduces waste but also gives clothing a
second life. You can find unique, pre-loved items
that contribute to a more sustainable fashion
cycle.

Support Sustainable Brands
There is an increasing trend of brands that
prioritize sustainability. One should opt for them
and support. Look for certifications like Fair
Trade. GOTS (Global Organic Textile Standard),
or B Corp to ensure ethical and eco-friendly
practices.

Quality Over Quantity
Invest in high-quality, timeless pieces that will
last longer instead of fast fashion trends. Quality
clothing often withstands wear and tear better,
reducing the need for frequent replacements

Repair and Upcycle

Instead of discarding damaged clothing, learn
basic sewing skills to repair or upcycle them
into something new. This can prolong the life of
your garments and reduce waste said Dr Mukcsh
Kwatra. founder of Smiling Tree

Minimise Washing
Overwashing clothes can wear them out faster
and consume more water and energy. Only wash
your clothes when necessary, and opt for cold
water to save energy

Energy-Efficient Laundry

(S1X)

W ho you do wash your clothes, use energy*
efficient appliances and eco-friendly detergents
Line drying your laundry or using a drying rack
can also save energy

Capsule W ardrobe

Creaic a capsule wardrobe with a limited num-
ber of versatile pieces that mix and match well
This rcduces the need for excess clothing and
stream lines your style choices

Support Local Designers
Support local fashion designers and artisans
who of.en producc on a smaller scale and may
use eco-friendly materials and practices

Rent or Borrow for Special Occasions

Instead of buying formal or occasional wear
that you'll rarely use, consider renting or bor-
rowing these items. This reduces the demand for
single-nse garments

Eco-Friendly Accessories
Chocse sustainable accessories made from
recycled or eco-friendly materials, such as cork,
reclaimed wood, or upcycled metals

Educate Yourself

Stay informed about sustainable fashion trends
and practices.

Attend workshops, read books and articles,
and follow influcncers and brands that promote
eco-friendly fashion.

Beini; fashionable and sustainable is about
making mindful choices that align with your per-
sonal style while considering the environmental
and ethical impact of your clothing. (IANSIife)

Love Behind Bars

How Tihar nurtures children

in jail with their mothers

ven if it's been many years since you
were last in school, you might still
associate this time of year with that
“back-to-school” mindset  that feeling
of a page turning, a new phase beginning
and the chance to start anew and reinvent
yourself

While you won't find any research on
the “back-to-school mindset” itself, this
feeling is very similar to what science calls
the “fresh start effect”. This is a boost in
motivation for changc that comcs with a
shift from one time in your life to another
called a temporal landmark. The beginning
of anew school year, birthdays, anniversa-
ries and even Monday mornings arc all
temporal landmarks.

Temporal landmarks support our
belief that wc can reinvent ourselves,
acting as a threshold to a new start and
the chance to leave old habits behind.
These landmarks open our minds up to
novelty and the possibility of seeing
the bigger picture rather than being
mired in our daily slog

New Year’s Eve is our most well-
known marker for fresh starts. But as many
of us know, n:w year’s resolutions often
don’twork when it comcs to making lasting
lifestyle changcs.

This is bceausc resolutions tend to lack
specificity, are too ambitious, last too long,
or people don’t make necessary changes
in their environment to support behaviour
change (such as finding new hobbies to do
on weekends instead of going to the pub if
you're trying to drink less). Feeling you
have to make a new year's resolution can
also lead to failure.

But other temporal landmarks tend to bet-
ter support changcs. not just in ourselves
but in our environment too. The new school
year, for example, often means a change of
routine, but also a change in the clothes wc
wear and the people we socialise with. All
these subtle changcs may work together
In support your motivation when making
a new start,

Our brains love novelty and there's noth-
ing better than a chance to leave behind the

“the treadmill of the predictable everyday
flow" of our lives and have a new period
to look forward to. This makes motivation
easier to come by as it offers a chance to
changc our circumstances.

While this changc in routine can be
nerve-wracking, it might be the kind of in-
terruption needed to shift how we think and
visualise how wc can achieve our goals.

The back-to-school period offers the per-
fect chance to kick-start any life changes
you've been meaning to make. Here arc a
few ways to make sure your goals don’t
fail:

1. Write to your future self: Set timers
to send yourself aspirational reminders of
your goals to gently nudge yourself toward*
achieving your goals. If you're trying to
save more money, for example, setting a
reminder to set aside some cash via an email
that appears in your inbox on payday may
help give you this much-nccded nudge

2. Don't worry if you falter: It can be
hard to make big changes and build new
habits. Even if you don't succeed in sticking
with your changes at first, there arc plenty
of other temporal landmarks you can find
throughout the year that offer a chance for
a fresh start (such as your birthday or re-
turning to work after a holiday). Even the
smallest period of change offers a chance
to make positive lifestyle changes.

ergy provided by a fresh start can often be
short-lived. But having quick-win goals that
require only small boosts in motivation are

the perfect ones to set for yourself during
these transition periods. This can include
things such as dccluttcring your room or
deleting your most addictivc social media
app.

4. Put your imperfections behind you
Instead of focusing on who you arc now,
put your attention on the person you want
to be and use this as motivation to make
changc. Focusing on who you want to be
in the future may also help you leave your
imperfections in the past.

5. Set a deadline: Temporal landmarks
are great because they provide natural
structure and flow to our lives. Not
only can you use temporal landmarks to
start working towards a goal, upcoming
temporal landmarks can also act as a
way of bringing a natural urgency to
accomplishing our goals.

6. Avoid the slump: M otivation
tuates over time. We usually have high
motivation when wec first set a goal, and

high motivation as wc get close to achiev-
ing it. But the period in the middle tends
to be low in motivation and the longer
the period, the harder it is to maintain our
resolve. If you want to make the best of the
back-to-school mindset, shorten the period
oftime you want to achicve your goal. This
can even be as short as one week or even
just one day at a time.

all boundaries and this is

being proven true in the
national capital's dreaded Tihar
Jail where children born to in-
carcerated mothers arc being
given the kind of upbringing and
care that one can never cxpcct
in a place that houses hardened
criminals

Currently. 37 children aged
between U-6 years that Cfll Cen-
tral Jail Number Six their home
for now. are receiving remark-
able care, education, and medi-
cal attention within the confines
of the high walls of the prison

Spccial care of these children
begins at the prenatal stage and
continues through their birth till
they start their schooling and
ayeatually leave the prison after
reaching the age of six.

A dedicated gynecologist
regularly visits the prison, pro-
viding essential checkups and
medical support to the expectant
mothers.

Oncc awoman gives birth, she
stays under observation with her
newborn in an eight-bed ward
housed in a separate barrack
meant for inmates with children
The focus is on ensuring the

I tis said that love transcends

7. Pair the good with the bad: “Tempwell-being of both mother and

tation bundling” is the practise of pairing
something you love with something you're
less enthusiastic about (but know you
should do). By pairing these behaviours
together, it wires them together in your
brain  motivating you to keep working
on the thing you may not enjoy as much in
the future

Making any lifestyle change is hard  but
the buck-to-srhool mindset that accom pa-
nies the transition from summer into autumn
offers a great opportunity to make these
changcs. (The Conversation)

child in the crucial cary days
of the confinement.

The special care docs not
stop at childbirth and the young
ones arc provided with compre-
hensive medical care as they
grow up.

“A certified vaccination ccn-
trc within the prison ensures
they receive the jabs neressary
for the baby's well-being and
survival. The prison’s immuni-
sation programme covers vital

vaccines like BCG, Polio, Hepa-
titis, DPT, and Tetanus,” said
another official

Beyond excellent healthcare,
these children are offered a
unique opportunity for learn-
ing. A dedicated crcchc operates
within the prison, offering pre-
primary education. It also boasts
of a variety of activities like
games, drawing, and singing.
Ihis early educational founda-
tion prepares them for school,
setting the stage for a brighter
future beyond the prison walls

Tihar's commitment to the
welfare of these children ex-
tends to their nutritional needs
as well. A separate kitchen that
eaters to the children ensures
that they get daily servings of
milk and fruits, so vital for their
early development. Not just this,
the prison staff takes care of the
children’s Emotional Quotient
as well and their birthdays arc
celebrated by jail officials and
NGOs. The children receive
toys, storybooks, elothes, and
essential hygiene products like
soap, crcam. powder, and oil as
gifts.

Yet. the road ahead isn't for-
gotten. Oncc the children near
the age of six and no family
member comcs forward to take
them home, or if the relatives arc
not financially equipped to sup-
port them, the prison authorities
take charge.

Taking a proactive approach,
the prison authorities collabo-
rate with the Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) to secure a place
for these young ones in child-
carc institutions, ensuring their
continued care and development
(IANS)
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Lightning connector or IISB-C: The great Apple debate

fter many years of de-
signing and selling a va-
riety of different cables
to power and charge its devices
Apple has slowly switched to
USB-C chargcrs for all of its
products.

The last device to swap is the
iPhone, and it happened against
Apple’s will. In October last
year, the European Commission
requested all phones and laptop
producers switch to the USB-C
connector (which had earlier
been agreed on as a common
standard).

Al>[>lc tuuld have clioscn
to ignore the request and stop
selling in the EU. or to produce
versions with USB-C for the
European single market only
Instead, it chosc lo comply
and follow the EU rules every-
where. The common charger for
all devices is ihus becoming a
reality, at least until the world
moves completely to wireless

top now, you arc likely to spend
alot of time plugging the cable

technical dimension conceiv-
able. It can transfer data much

prietary accessories, unless they
agree on a license. This means

such as chargers
Apple would have needed these

technology is not evolving at the
same pace it did in the past. Yet,
it’s also the case that demand
for high end phones continues
to increase

This could be because they
cater to a subset of consumers
who cither greatly value a mar-
ginally higher quality of camera
or slightly bigger storage. But
mostly, expensive phones are a
way to signal social status.

People buy the latest phone
not only because they want to
own it. but also to be seen as
owning one. This is certainly
a factor that has helped Apple
thrive bccausc the company of-
fers products that arc visibly
different from the cheaper al-
ternative. And another sign of
status for Apple users is having
different accessories, including
the proprietary chargers.

Apple has not always been
so keen to reject common stan-
dards. Not only is it one of the
participants in the USB consor-
tium. but it is also the company
that helped USB become the
glubal M.uul.ml by ulTviing it uii
its first generation of iMacs

At the time, however. Apple
was the underdog in the market
for personal computers, facing
off against the tech giant Mi-
crosoft. And a big reason why
many people did not buy Apple
computers at the time was their
fear they would not be compat-
ible with Microsoft products

If this is true

charging.

A BETTER STANDARD

The Lightning charger was
introduced by Apple in 2012 and
first featured cn the iPhone 5.
It was the successor to the 30-
pin dock conncctor introduced
in 2003 for the first iPods and
iPhones. Arguably, the key vis-
ible innovation of the Lightning
cable was reversible ends

This enabled the user to insert
the charger into the dock with-
out having to wonder whether it
was oriented in the right way. It
might seem trivial now. but this
was not the ease with any other
charger. If you are using the
standard USB port on your lap-

in and taking it out in order to
find the right orientation. You're
probably also complaining about
how inconvenient it is. At least,
that's what I do

The USB-C conncctor came
out about two years after the
Lightning. There was nothing
particularly novel or remarkable
about it compared to Apple’s
cable. However, one notable
feature was that it borrowed the
Lightning connector’s revers-
ibility.

USB-C is just the name of the
connector, not the entire cable.
The cable and conncctor arc
part of a bigger technical speci-
fication called USB-4. USB-4
outperforms Lightning in every

more quickly: up to 40Gbps
(gigabits per second) for USB-4
versus 480Mbps (megabits per
second) for Lightning. It also
charges devices mere swiftly,
to the point that Apple started
selling Lightning to USB-C
adaptors.

The main difference between
the two. however, is that UBS-C
is not proprietary. It was de-
veloped by a consortium called
the USB implcmenter forum
This consortium is composed
of companies such «s Intel and
Microsoft and also Apple.

All of the USB standards can
be used by any busiricss. Apple,
on the other hand, does not al-
low anyone else lo use its pro-

thal USB-C is compatible with
many more devices, including
all rccent Apple products, but
not previously with the iPhone

WHEN IT PAYS TO
BE DIFFERENT

So, what’s so special about
the Lightning connection that
made Apple slick with it for so
long, despite repeated promises
to join its competitors on a com -
mon standard? Why would Apple
sabotage one of its own phones
by keeping a substandard charg-
ing connection?

One possibility is that con-
sumers arc inattentive when they
buy a phone, and do not directly
factor in the cost of accessories

add-ons to remain proprietary
and make sure no competitor
could start offering them for a
lower price. If so, forcing Apple
to offer the better standard ben-
efits all consumers

The alternative explanation
is that some consumers actually
value the Lightning connection
more. After all. the look is dif-
ferent, and Apple fans argac that
it may be harder-wearing than
other standards. It is also a sig-
nal of status and exclusivity

We seem to have reached a
stage in the market for smart-
phones where people who only
care about everyday usage re-
place their device much less
often. This is probably because

Atone point. Apple even went
as far as developing tools to help
users run Windows on their de-
vices. At the time, it made sense
to try to make your products
as compatible as possible with
those of the market leader.

In today’s smartphone market,
Apple is a leader, and may gain
from not being compatible with
other standards and products.
The big question, however, is
whether consumers benefit. If
exclusivity is a way to block
competition, then they probably
don't. If consumers value exclu-
sivity, or if it encourages Apple
to innovate, then perhaps forced
standardisation is not such a
great idea. (The Conversation)

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Gazing’

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

Youwil ingpirecther persors. Youwil beatfrorlumerardvil
adieelot Youail leadframtrefram Youvoud alsoshere

BreSKuti onyour sobr itwd | gi ful ¥ t istintf ey

ets fouwil becoeamerber of samecubor ntion crjo
i#itaro: Yourwarkwil beconpleted very suocessull, Youwdl haeno of erao ety perscrs. Youwd gl SIS marey
Al vd affar. Youwll e dose reaiars vith by and loed
sl ‘@W“ G e your colkur el Yar aes Youwill bebuttng moneyeaning activties. Youwill e

ahinyo mumyw!diy-ﬂsemlhea ‘cartful mproperty natter

fantry mebers Youwt also came dose toyour Ve pertrer Yauwd 23.Cctober. husinessard
ummg)mavamorwm mynmnsmmlar\ogaawa professicn Youill beable lo get your work dre witheast
e . | Timewill e suiteble Andyouvill gain YouwU e

|onem’mu laauémudusmniaswulaepae froe
This week for you'

Apil You

e B ey You oo

poslioris s gcing 0 get bete. Youwu ot urmecessariy

el it reatiorship
Trerewil be fedlingof stabitty inyourvark TherewHbean

teboors Nemizgeofafeniymenberwil et ebe. Yol

yoLr progress B youwil et peymuchigertion lolhemYau

fromyour onn peee:

e paym Soorpo (e 21 Mot 2o raeheaslowakarn e
yoursetfaocordng toihe crouns warkwl dsoteyou
arredyourplaceardyounl lockMiertemagl, Yo et
a aammﬂuﬁieasycumkgam'ewel Alinesyou y u b_r ﬁg&r%agalf Ywﬂmwlem Yau psms mei
Inveri m\MJ /atertianto
Your full oonoer &mm‘r&mumml toseadat yomil
anleaningsomenewnings. youeamhgs wil gowTimevilke spenthepply
ans (Ami 2 Thingsy
(el Syl perra S s Isthewy Mo on AT melfaldéaﬂlmaﬂlﬂe 1 The tme s fer progress Al
ot Aplc*ving
Ldkabumya alEeratetezs Youtrahwil be plessert
ey e trepanof The| 20
motdeyou e eadon tepan o pegess ardibusiness Youwr rea
uougiliometin wa chacorodofs Yo [t »er%mkmnnmmeulwmm
ged uthstard i
ol gruresisiyoroa ) vy
busins Youilviaklogin* resahemvinyau o vy
senors Al heve beSor oottty hosecrempolics ness stsarderterzire
St \ ey villpowe, Yauwil ghve M nnemyou by arduak
Inm. il Inyour Yo etine oy rte mwllah)
s f Mﬁxmtfnnnevabuldmmm wnwmwmmunmw\
AnAt a»yw Daelmmsdlmaﬂgmadmmﬁ Capricon (Decerrber il behigh
iy Youwarct YourfirerdH
«hy(nd(bstﬁ-imeabc/‘nelrmmYm Youwil
il Pevs Sooess inproperty miners. Weteverork, ifei oo o
e b e me taemodymrmm\(amll e
wmaﬂmmmwwr\e«r&m inpeseatirs wil Fevegain You

caroer (.\m22-Ju|y aur loe
M perner Youvill ahog « ﬁeinulofymum
Yl esealotof meril ssectn Jomil Techeyou
A professorial mlers You win aso firish every wort in tre

i e
berefioal Yarorkwl gadaewmes;mmmmsm
te peecefll
alsoget et

i 7 edina Wg;jé&gy%gfﬂsﬂ PquLs,(Ja‘myZI-Fd:\aymVeeae\Fséﬁlilyofmrmﬁvead
MR 95""34'5‘@ et rewaeheverrertc Youwl spendzn Thearg nertsbeveen husberdancwle vill gt re:
rV inineimewnyourife patrer Youwl ke ful

e o\ oG eSS Yo
auEsvithyou farily menbers Yaur limevwinbe s in beepearcioamyc ; o
e b v Yol
0y BAgyst
(y ZAgezen e Leme |nm1ztpawllcpmlfednsdcslryfu'ywvuml
A flonof ey, Andyouw be Insred frgmirsice: Peeceard
alyouhame YaInaSOTEReg0dTTG  Fisces (Fetmery 19-Varch 20Thetimem! be potsant Youvill haverroney
wmvwwllgaammgomabslsmr\gu
amngioycu Witevencryutakainanduiiibesuedvstl cchererpe Yauvill heve gocd interactiors wih pecrle vip
* + o gt el reereycurssfrary siueton vou

wil eTerge oLt of it YouwHheegood uslarding

vill dtzkeandecsiorsvisely Yol Feveyou farilyard ) piter s Terevinte ey o
nesapatintreses il dsopaniogptoapmyeremon el tere

. . 5 resuits ill te in

A et it ,mimy“‘imm
|f<|/ M'eﬂﬂmﬁ'gfgmwmn oo, et sucoessinyour jobprofession Money andngalthwil keep
N pafet. ccrvng Hobes wil keepycu by Regle incamevil ke

there Youwil hive novaries.

Paparazzi's favourite star kids

Bv Olixia Sarkar

ollywood’s escalating paparazzi culture has
not even spared the children of superstars.
In order to acquire the best shots of famous
Kids, cameramen are constantly pursuing them.
The star babies haven't even reached adulthood,
but they've already surpassed the fame of their
renowned parents as a result of public curiosity
There is a baby boom in the movie business.

Taimur All Khan and Jeh All Khan

The birth of Saif Ali Khan and Karcena Ka-
poor's first child swept the internet. He first
made headlines for the debate over his choice of
name. And when photographers caught sight of
him. the internet melted. Taimur was the standout
child who garnered the most interest. When he
was just a few months old. he suddenly became
famous. The younger and most popular social
media celebrity is now following in the footsteps
of his older sibling. Like Taimur. Jeh Ali Khan
has become fairly well-liked.

Inaaya Naurni Kernmu

The third Pataudi, the celebrity child, has com-
pletely embraced the media craze. The daughter
of Soha Ali Khan and Kunal Kemmu has all the
hallmarks of text-book attractiveness, just like
his cousin Taimur. The family has become the
Indian counterpart of the British Royals thanks
to the children

JUST

Abram Khan

Befor: the birth of their third kid. Shah Rukh
Khan and Gauri Khan tried their best to keep the
pregnancy news a secret. The couple's experience
with AbRam was considerably different from that
of their other two adult children, Aryan and Su-
hana. The young man with dimples charmed his
way through paparazzi and social media with a
similar charming appeal

Aaradhya Bachchan

Aishwarya Rai took tremendous pains to keep
her daughter hidden from the media. Instagram-
friendly is still very uncommon. Babies are still
uncommon. The youngest member of the Bach-
chan family frequently accompanied her parents,
particularly her mother, to events from Cannes to
Antilla. The daughter of Aishwarya and Abhishck
began ti nidly waving to the photographers at the
age of five or six.

Misha Kapoor

When Shahid Kapoor wed Mira Rajput, he
already shocked everyone by choosing an ar-
ranged marriage. The couple welcomed their
first daughter, whom they affectionately called
Misha (Mira + Shahid  Misha), a combination
of their names. Although Misha has largely been
able to avoid the spotlight, given the fame of
her parents, paparazzi can't help but follow the
youngster. (IANSIIfe)
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Nijjar and the West
TUB conccm ofthe West over India's suspected
role in the killing of separatist Khalistani mili-
tant leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada in
June 2023 isunderstandable. However, a ques-
tion is whether the West that hailed the liqui-
dation of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan by the
Americans ir 2011adopt a double standard. The
US has often set the standards for international
dealings. Americans dictate to the UN that acts
as a referee to nations in war, trade, climate
control and much else. When the US acts, the
world takes note. Even several nations of the
Islamic world look up to the US for guidance.
There was not even a whimper of protest when
the US task force, the Navy Seal under direct
guidance from then president Barack Obama,
swooped down on Abbottabad, close to the
military headquarters of Rawalpindi, and shot
down Ladcn.airlifted the body and laughed their

way to glory

India has not admitted yet that it liquidated
the Khalistan leader. Canada keeps repeating
that it has evidence to show the Indian govern-
ment played a role in the killing and forwarded
“evidence” to New Delhi. India says it got no
“substantial™ evidence yet from Canada. The
Joe Bidcn administration has suggested thal
India must cooperate with Canada in getting
at the truth. India responded to the call with a
deafening silence. The Modi government per-
haps believes it couldn't care less. Self-styled
opinion-makers including some Nobel Laureates
have come forward to say the Western nations
are not doing enough to fix the blame on India
as they were somewhat mesmerized by the in-
fluence that Prime Minister Narcndra Modi has
on them or that they were being mindful of the
growing statjre of India in global affairs. This
might have ail element oftruth, but the more im-
portant factor that weighs down the responses of
the Western nations to the present Canada-India
impasse is that they have no locus standi to apply
pressure on India to “accept guilt,” if any. For,
their collectivc euphoria to what the US did in
Abbottabad 12years ago gives other nations the
licence to take similar retaliatory steps.

The Nijjar murder, as such, cannot be seen
in isolation. Notably, the surgical strikes India
did by intruding into Pakistani territory twice,
the first in PoK along the border region and ihe
second time deep inside, reaching up close to
Rawalpindi, the Pakistani military headquarters,
and doing abombardment on what was believed
to be terrorist hideouts, followed a pattern. It
happened with Myanmar too. That pattern,
which went unquestioned so far, was built on
the premise that India followed a path show'n
by the US in Abbottabad.

"The
unfortunate

batches"”

Editor,

I am writing this with
a sense of frustration and
concem for those highly edu-
cated unemployed youths
who arc in their late thirties
1know many of them per-
sonally and lan aware that
they have completed their
doctoratcs and arcalso NET
qualified, but arc in total
despair and coirplctcly lost,
with little hope and direction
about their future career and
livelihood.

These are groups of peo-
ple who have invested the
prime oftheir life to prepare
themselves to become col-
lege professors and lcctur-
crs. But. at abcut the time
when they are « their thir-
ties and ready with all their
certificates and qualified to
be employed for such posts,
applications and advertise-
ments forall such posts were
suspended becausc ofCovid
andalso becauscofthe roster
system that had been entan-
gled with some serious legal
issues. By the lime things
were getting back to nor-
malcy. many vacancics had
become availablc indiftcrent
colleges all over the state, as
many tcachers have retired
and left their posts vacant for
fresh advertisements.

This, together with the

setting up of many Model
Degree Colleges all over the
state and the coming up of
new streams to single stream
colleges, as per the require-
ment of NEP and also the
fact that many faculties of
different colleges arc join-
ing NEHU, as the university
is filling up more than 100
faculty posts, the number of
vacancics have piled up and
will be advertised in the near
future. With so many vacan-
cies, the chances of getting
selected arc very high for
cach candidate, particularly
ti»se with doctorate degrees.
Unfortunately, these arc ex-
actly the people who now
realise that they have wasted
too much time in getting all
these extra degrees, which
seem to only make them
over-qualified.
1believe the Government
docs have a valid ground to
grant these groups of candi-
dates some sort of condone-
ment so as to allow them
to apply and appear for the
interviews,and it should cer-
tainly do so, as it definitely
was not their fault that the
advertisements and recruit-
ments proccss was postponed
and halted for about two
years. Thisevertas | fear that
we may be losing some very
good, promising and quality
people in the field of higher
education in the state
Yoursctc..
Wanshan.B.Khantew«Hv
Viaemail

Agroecology Learning Circle
and the future of food systems

The Indigenous food sys-
tem is not only unique but
more importantly, it has also
survived the test of time
and continues to exist till
date. Despite the popularity
of conventional agriculture
made popular by the Green
Revolution, indigenous farm-
ing practiccs in the state are
still being patronized by
fanners in different parts of
the state. Anybody having
experience in working with
the farmers in Meghalaya
will testify to the fact that the
indigenous farming practice
is alive and kicking. Rec-
ognizing the strength of the
existing farming practice,
the North Last Slow Food
and Agrobiodiversity Society
(NESFAS) with the support
ofdie Meghalaya Basin Man-
agement Agency (MBMA).
introduced the Agroccology
Learning Circle which is also
an innovation component in
the Community-Led Land-
scape Management project
of the Agency.

W hat is Agroccology

Ihe website of the Food

By // 1/ Moltrmen

achieving zero hunger, while
ensuring inclusive growth
and sustainably managing the
planet's natural resources. It
also looks in.o the context
ofclimate change and biodi-
versity loss, and recognizes
the fact that achieving these
goals is possible through
holistic and integrated ap-
proaches that respect human
rights. Agroccology is also
not conventional agriculture
that is being trade popular in
the recent pas .
The 10 Principles
of Agrcecology

Agroccology operates
on ten principles which in-
clude (a) Diversity which
recognizes thai ensuring food
security and rutrition diver-
sity as well is conserving,
protecting, and enhancing
natural resources is key to
agroccological transitions.
<b) Co-vrccuion and shoring
of knowledge is another im-
portant princifdc ofAgroecol-
ogy and this means that agri-

an economy that reconnects
producers and consumers and
provides innovative solutions
for living within our plan-
etary boundaries while en-
suring the social i

5 years, with a total funding
ofRs 500 crorc distributed lo
the groups. Another400 crorc
was spent by the government
on 20.000 fanners’ groups.
Perhaps he means the Produc-
ers' Group promoted under
FOCUS. The government has

(SI1X)

Disastrous road
conditions taking a toll
on our spine health

By Dr. Th Cynthia M Fancon

The decaying roads in
Meghalaya have been an
endless issue which seems
to have no solution up till the
present tine. Roads which

forinclusive and sustainable
development.

Why the Agraecology

Learning Circle?

The project that NESFAS
works on with MBMA is
called "Empowering Indig-
enous Communities through
Agroccology Learning
Circles (ALC) for resilient,
integrated and innovative
natural resource manage-
ment." Agroccology Learn-
ing Circle is designed for

i and

spenta amountof
money on these projects so
the pertinent question is why
do wc need another group
when we already have so
many in the village.

AL.C Vehicle towards
making IPFS the Game
Changer in the food system

It is tntc villages already
have many of these groups
but ALC is different bccausc
ALC works tobuikl on theex-
isting strength o fthe fanners.
Itis hoped that the ALC will

innovation that helps tobring
out knowledge from knowl-
edge holders which will also
help co-crcate and test new
solutions. The 18-month-
long project also tries to
document and disseminate
the learning among the farm-
ers. It aims at empowering

and o
(FAO) defines Agroccology
as a holistic and integrated
approach that simultaneously
applies ecological and social
conceptsand principles to the
design and management of
sustainable agriculture and
food systems. The system
seeks to make the best use
of the natural interaction
between plants, animals, hu-
mans. and the environment.
Italso recognises that people
can exercise their choice on
the kind of food they eat
and where it is produced.
Agroccology is now consid-
ered a science Ihat has ex-
panded from something that
is only on the field and farm
lo that which encompasses
the whole of agriculture and
the food system. It is now
a trans-disciplinary system
that includes an ecological,

cultural respond
better to local challenges
when they arc co-created by
fanners through participa-
tory processes (c) Synergies
which mean building syner-
gies that enhance ey func-
tions across food systems,
supporting production and
multiple ecosy services

by
combining agroccology with
participatory research. This
will in turn help indigenous
communities recognizc. re-
vive. practicc. and develop
traditional agroccology tech-
nologies ami practiccs which
will also help stimulate local

is an important Agroecology
principle (d) Another impor-
tant Agroccology principle
is Efficiency which includes
innovative agroccological
practices that produce more
using less external resources
(¢ ) The Rec>cling principle
in Agroccolojiy means more
recycling o fagricultural pro-
duction whichwill help lower
economic andcnvironmental
costs (0 Resilience means
enhancing the resilience of
people, communities, and
ecosystems io ensure the

inability of food and ag-

ltural
cal. economic, and political
dimension o fthe food system
which starts from production
to consumption

It addresses the complex
and interdependent challeng-
esoflivelihoods, health, and
the management of natural
resources through holistic ap-
proaches. It is looking at the
fundamental connection be-
tween people and the planet,
with sustainable agriculture
and food systems. Itis the fo-

ricultural systems (g) Human
and social values in Agro-
ccology mean for sustainable
food and agricultural systems
protecting and improving
rural livelihoods, equity, and
social well-being is essential
(h) Cultural and food tradi-
tions in Agroccology means
supporting healthy, diversi-
fied. and cultually appropri-
ate diets, agroccology con-
tributes to food security and

fora
local food system.

Itis a platform for farm-
ers to discuss and plan their
farming activities. It is also
a space in which community
members, government of-
ficials and scientists meet to
co-crcatcand Icam new skills
and capacities. It is where
new tools and processes were
introduced to help enhance
the agroccology practiccs of
the locals and ensure food
sovereignty and social trans-
fonnation through local food
initiatives.

ALC Isone more
institution in an already
crowded space

To help enhance the in-
rump of ihr farmer< anil
improve the cconomy of
the state, the government
promotes Self Help Groups
and Producers Groups and
to encourage thrift for easy
access to funds, the state gov-
ernment introduced the Inte-
grated Village Cooperative
Society (IVCS). For Natural

also hip with the
government and its agencics
to conduct training at their
respective villages. The ALC
also seeks to get scicntific
validation of the indigenous
practices for the benefitofthe
fanners. Itis a platform at the
village level that provides an
opportunity for the farmers
to interact with cach other,
creatc. co-creatc. and co-lcam
lessons for improving fann-
ing in their villages.

NESFAS rccognizcs the
invaluable role of women as
custodians of biodiversity,
food. land, nutrition, and
more and takes the initia-
tive to ensure that they are
included in the proccss. The
organization’s work is deeply
rooted in the values of Indig-
enous Peoples, emphasizing
sharing, caring, and consen-
sus building. All these values
arc included in the functions
of the ALC. Through ALC,
NESFAS hopes to address
various issues related to food
security and sovereignty,
health, nutrition, sustainable
livelihoods, and green energy.
By championing the causc of
Indigenous Peoples. NESFAS
strives lo ensure theirrights to
cultural identity, food sover-
eignty, and nutritional secu-
rity is kept intact.

It may be mentioned that
unlike SHGs and PGs, the
ALC were not provided fund-
ing cxcept for the experiment
that they conducted, yet they
are very aelive and conduct
their experiments and other
activities without any glitch
It may be concluded that
ALC is the right platform for

nutrition while
the health of ;cosystems (i)

cal point o fthe 2030 Agenda
for D 3
which stresses the urgent
need to take determined ac-
tion and pursue policies that
will lead to transformational
change. It is attempting to
achieve the sustainable De-
velopment Goals (S1X3) for
example ending poverty and

Deplorable
road conditions
in Shillong city

Editor,

1am writing to draw your
attention loa growingconcern
thal afleetsevery residentand
visitor lo our beautiful ciiy -
the deplorable condition of
roads in Shillong. The stale
ofour roads has deteriorated
to a point where it not only
hampers daily life but also
poses serious safety risks lo
everyone using them

The roads of Shillong,
once known for their scenic
beauty and smooth surfaces,
have now bccome a night-
mare io navigate. Potholes
and uneven surfaces have bc-
comc commonplace, leading
to frequent accidents, damage
to vehicles, and unnecessary
delays. Pedestrians, cyclists,
and motorists alike arc at risk
due to the hazardous condi-
tions of these roads.

Furthermore, the lack of
proper maintenance has re-
sulted in drainage issues
during monsoons, causing
flooding and waterlogging.
This not only inconvenicnces
residents but also affects
businesses, schools, and
hcalthcare facilities, dismpt-
ing normal life and leads lo
catastrophe

It is disheartening to sec
the state of our roads dete-
riorate while other aspects o f
our city progress. We implore

fox! and agricul-
ture require responsible and
effective governance mecha-

Resource M the
state already has the Village
Natural Resource Manage-
ment Committees and the

nisms which arc responsible
governance at different stages
starting frorr: local to na-
tional to global (J) The last
principle is th: Circular and
solidarity economy which is

the concerncd authorities
lo take immediate action to
address this pressing issue
Proper road maintenance,
limcly repairs, and a long-
term plan for road infrastruc-
ture development are essen-
tial to restore the safely and
convenience Hat the citizens
of Shillong deserve.

1 urge the municipal au-
thorities and government
to allocate stfficicnt funds
and resources to fix the road
conditions anJ improve our
city's overall infrastructure.
Moreover. lappeal to fellow
citizens loeome forward and
demand the attention that this
issue deserves, by raising
their voices collectively.

Shillong has always been
a city of pride, culture,
and heritage. Let's work
together to ensure that our
roads match up to the high
standards we hold for our
city. It's time for action, and
the time is nov

ours etc.,
McbanrapK upar Majavv.
Via email

Shantinikctan
as UNESCO
World Heritage

Editor.

The listing{>fShantinikct-
anasa UNESCO World Heri-
tage site is indeed a matter
of satisfaction However, the
present condition of Vishwa
Bharati. Shan inikctan is far
from satisfactory. Theadmin-

B
Committees.

It may be mentioned Ihat
the CM while launching the
new scheme called CM El-
evate informed that 40.000
SHGs were created i ihe last

istration o f Vishwa Bharati is
unfortunately more interested
in creating walls, fences and
divisions than lo uphold the
vision of Tagore. Tagore
created Vishwa Bharati as a
residential place of learning.
“"Where the world has not
been broken up into frag-
ments’ By narrow domestic
walls.”

Moreover, the present
Vishwa Bharati administra-
tion also tried to undcnninc
another landmark of Shan-
tinikctan. Pratichi by raising
deafening noise over a small
picce of its land. Pratichi is
another place of pilgrimage
in Shantinikctan because it is
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen's
ancestral home where he had
been with his family foreight
decades.

Yours ctc
Sujit Dc,
Kolkata

No vulgar
entertainment
during Durga Puja

Editor,

lwant to remind our read-
ers through this daily that a
lot o fcriticism was expressed
against inappropriate enter-
tainment (including ihe cases
of eve-teasing and violence)
during Durga Puja and other
important spiritual days like
Saraswati Puja. Chhat Puja
ctc. Since Durga Puja is

just round the comer. I urge
the Central Puja Committee

ping and promoting
good and sustainable farming
practiccs and Agroccology
is the answer to the kind of
Agriculture that needs to be
promoted in a state like Me-
ghalaya. ALC can bea vehicle
for making indigenous people
farming systems (IPFS) the
Game Changer in the food
system of the future.

(CPC) and all Puja organiz-
ers in Meghalaya not to host
entertainment programmes
which arc against Sanatan
Dhamia. Many people from
othercommunities have start-
ed believing that vulgarity is
part of Hinduism, which is
wrong.

Hie Bhagavad Gila clearly
states that seeking external
pleasure for sense gratifica-
tion is incligious. They arc
like complete opposites, just
as "devil and God," are. Thats
why Hindu scriptures pre-
scribe that during any pujas
or auspicious days, devotees
should observe strict fasting,
only consuming fruits and
water and remain away from
material indulgences

So, | kindly request all
Durga Puja organizers to
include various spiritual ac-
tivities such as Bhajans and
Kirtans in their programs. We
should uphold the dignity of
Sanatan Dharma and not let
people from other religions
look down upon it. 1 humbly
request the members of the
CPC and all Puja organizers
to consider these suggestions.
Wc must set good examples
for our younger generation.

Yours ctc..
Suraj Biswa.
Via email

Atticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong TinuA

provide connec-
tivity to different parts of the
state to increase trade, pro-
mote touri'm, boost the rural
incomes, access to markets,
schools ard hospitals, and
have only degraded.

These poor roads deprive
people from meeting their
needs. Forinstance, children
avoid going to schools, pa-
tients are notable to reach the
hospitals, earning members
arc not able to bring any
income or food to the house
becausc the risks of meeting
witha terrible accidentwhile

fe.jp

1y*
travelling through these dan-
gerous roads outweighs the
risks of the inability to meet
their needs.

In addilion to the com-
plications that have been
citcd above, these poorly
maintained roads which have
more of potholes and less of
roads have a serious nega-
tive impaci on the health and
wellness o;‘people. The pot-
holes in the highways and lo-
cal roads contribute to many
medical problems in people,
like slipped disc, lumbar disc,
ncck and back pain, spinal
pain, ccrvical spondylitis,
also increases the risk of
miscarriage in women with
poor obstciric history.

ready suffers from spinal
stenosis (pressure on spinal
cord and nerves), it may
result in paraplegia -the
loss of sensation in both
handsand lower limbs. Such
injuries may require surgery
and sometimes patients may
never recover and become
bedridden.

I have personally cn-
countcred victims of this
condition who have been
enduring the pain o fslipped
disc for many years which
restrains them from driving
to distant placcs. also some
have to live through the
adverse effects of cervical
spondylitis. They arc to
be supported with a ncck
collar, unable to drive, have

giddiness frequently and
are undergoing treatment
Physiotherapists have also
claimed there has been a
huge rise in the number of
patients seeking treatment
for back pain which origi-
nates from driving in roads
with potholes. The people
of Meghalaya arc suffering
becausc of poor planning
and infrastructure and may
continue to suffer bccausc
of their sitencc.

The worst affccted
roads in Meghalaya are the
Shillong to '>awki highway.
South Garo Hills district
roads. Shillong-Jowai road,
ctc. even the roads in many
partsofihe city like the Polo

uTravelling in vehicles over large potholes
can lecd to serious spinal injuries. Sudden
braking ofvehicles due to potholes may
cause a whiplash injury to the spine
(forceful, rapid back andforth movement
ofthe neck), and when the passenger
already suffersfrom spinal stenosis
(pressure on spinal cord and nerves),
itmay resultin paraplegia -the loss of
sensation in both hands and lower limbs.
Such injuries may require surgery and
sometimes patients may never recover and
become bedridden.

It is the spine that holds
the ncck and torso upright
and allows n.-vihility and
mobility to the body. Back
pain is cndemic among officc
goers particularly those trav-
elling long distances daily
with less physical activity
Rough roals send vibrations
and jerks ihrough the body
and can ciusc stress frac-
tures (tiny cracks in the bone
that arc caused by repetitive
force, usually from overuse)
and pennanent damage to the
spine. Tw>whcclcr riders
and drivers over the age of
40 yearsan: among the worst
affected with two wheeler
riders being more affccted.
They usually suffer from
chronic painsyndrome due to
undcrlyingspondylitis issues
in the neck and back which
flare up due to persistent driv-
ing on roaos full of potholes.
It may cv:n causc lumbar
disc bulge, pain, dizziness
and numbness.

Travelling in vehicles
over large potholes can lead
to serious spinal injuries.
Sudden braking of vehicles
due to potliolcs may causc a
whiplash injury to the spine
(forceful, rapid back and
forth movement o fthe neck),
and when the passenger al-

to Rynjah road. Gancsh Das
hospital road and many more
have been ncglected. The
administration has turned a
blind eye to these matters.
The main reasons for the
proliferation of potholes arc
the inferior quality of raw
materials and unscicntific
road laying techniques
employed by contrac-
tors to cut corners, lack
of timely and effective
repair, indifference and
callousness on the part of
the authorities.

The government must
take accountability for
this, as people arc dying
and suffering in pain but
do not voice it out. The
residents of Meghalaya
arc unable to use their
abilities to their maximum
potential bccausc their
health is in jeopardy. |
urge the people in power
to take prompt action in
this matter and hope that
Meghalaya would soon
have the best quality roads
as it will decrease health
risks, increase employment
potential, thereby boost
the state's economy and
development.

(The writer is currently
with 11Pft Shillong)
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W hither Saubhagya Scam!

IN a preliminary report on the implementation of

the Pradhan Vfantri Sahaj B

Har Ghar Yojna

- SAUBHAGYA scheme launched in 2017, the
Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) Report
had carl icr citsd cxccss payment of Rs 149 crorc to
the contractor. The MDAGovemment in an attempt
to whitewash this scam appointed a retired judge

and two retired civil servants to inqui

into the

scam and as expected they gave the State Govern-
mentaclean diit. Inthe latest report ofthe CAG for
the year ending March 2022 it is stated that despite
the advisory issued by the Cabinet Secretary, the
injudicious decision of the MePDCL for award-
ing contracts to contractors at their quoted rates
resulted in avoidable expenditure of Rupees 156.14
crore. The SAUBHAGYA scheme was meant to
ensure universal electrification in urban and mral
areas by providing last mile connectivity through
financial assistance to the Distribution companies
or the State Power Department. SAUBHAGYA
envisages providing power to households either
through the grid or through stand-alone photo-
voltaic systems in remote inaccessible areas where
grid connection is not feasible.

The funding pattern for the scheme was in the
ratio of 85:15 between the Government of India
and Government of Meghalaya. A Letter of Intent
for participating in the scheme was submitted
to Government of India in February 2018 and a
DPR worth Rs 1876.15 crore for electrification of
1.49,826 households was submitted for approval
in May 2018. Government of India sanctioned
Rs 657.06 crore and released Rs 525.30 crore for
electrification o fthe unclectrificd households. Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya provided an additional Rs
148.67 crore between November 2019 and March
2022. The completion date for SAUBHAGY A was
fixed for December 2018. It was extended to De-
cember 2020 due to delay in awarding o fcontracts

by MePDCL.

The Union Cabinet Secretary in a video confer-
ence with the then Chief Secretary had suggested
that the tendering for SAUBHAGYA be cancelled
and the works be taken up by the Department
since the rates quoted by the Turnkey Contractors
(TKCs) were above the estimated cost and retcn-
dering would lead to delay. But despite assuring
the Cabinet Secretary that SAUBHAGYA would
be executed by the Department, the MePDCL went
ahead with the tender and awarded the contract
to the TKCs in February-March 2019. Why did
MePDCL extend undue benefits to the contractors
thereby resulting in avoidable expenditure? Item-
wise audit of prevailing rates found that 86 Of95
items under Supply component and 44 out of 54
items under “Erection component” were common
but the rates quoted by contractors were much
higher than the Departmental rates thereby result-
ing in avoidable expenditure of Rs 156.14 crorc.
The inquiry report into the SAUBHAGYA scam
was never made public and neither was it tabled in
the Assembly. But the Opposition then and the Op-
position now seem to have forgotten this scam and
have moved on. Corruption in Meghalaya is norma-
lised because the guilty arc never punished.

Essence of
Durga Puja

observance

Editor,

I 'am writing to offer my
thoughts in response to a
letter penned by Mr. Suraj
Biswa, which was featured
in ihe September 25th. 2023
edition of Th: Shillong
Times. While Mr. Biswa’s
words were candid and
thought-provoking. I believe
his sentiments resonate with
a broader global context, and
I wish to share my perspec-
tive on this matter.

Mr. Biswa astutely high-
lighted the transformation of
certain religious committees,
irrespective of theirreligious
affiliations, into commer-
cial entities or conduits for
short-sighted promotional
endeavours or behalf of
their leaders. Tfcesc organi-
zations. once dedicated to
spiritual devotion and com-
munity service, seem to have
ventured into profit-driven
initiatives and public rela-
tions endeavours like beauty

lemnity. which ideally should
delinc religious institutions.

Inaddition to Mr. Biswa':
observations, ii is worth
noting that some Christian
churehcs and Sikh Gurud-
waras have successfully
maintained ihe sanctity of
their religious activities
These institutions, in their
commitment to preserving
the core tenets of their faith,
organize competitions and
events centered on hymns,
sacred music, and religious
activities. Their steadfastness
in adhering to their religious
principles is commendable
and serves as a testament
to their unwavering dedica-
tion.

As wc navigate the com-
plex intersection of spirituali-
ty, tradition, and modernity, it
is imperative that we remain
vigilant and discerning. Our
religious institutions hold the
potential to serv e as bastions
of genuine faith, enlight-
enment. and benevolence.
Therefore, itis our collective
responsibility to ensure that
they continue to inspire and
uplift individuals, fostering
a deeper to their

or Bolly
style vulgarandcommcreial
entertainment, that, at times,
lack the authenticity and so-

spiritual joumcy.
Inclosing, [would like to
express my gratitude to The

VPP’s Resolution: Case of
the Act and the Landless

The problem of land ac-
quisition and land alienation
is notnew but has arisen since
the time Meghalaya attained
its statehood and continues
to persist even lo date. There
arc plenty of incidenccs that
indicate that the customary
land-holding system of the
Khasi is currently in danger
and it is this concern thal
prompted the Voice of ihe
People Parly (VPP) MLA
Ardent M. Basaiawmoit to
submit a Resolution in the
Autumn Session of the Me-
ghalaya Legislative Assem-
bly 2023 to strengthen the
Meghalaya Transfer of Land
Act (Regulation) 197 1and to
stop its rampant violation.

In his resolution. Ardent
points out that the insertion
of Section 4 (1) (c) & (0 in
the 1971 Act. brought by the
1991 Amendment, enabled
religious societies to transfer
land in their name and the
land can be used as burial
or cremation ground by any
community and hence they
provide the opportunity for
non-tribals to purchase land
in Meghalaya, which is a
departure from the inherent
character of the Act. Such
alienation of land by the gov-
ernment cannot be stopped
by the locals since it operates
under the above sections. Il is
clear that the Actof 1971and
ils subsequent amendments
could not seal the leakages
that existed in the exceptions
and hence it bccamc hith-
erto inadequate to protect the
property, identity and interest
of the indigenous people of
the state. Hence it needed to
be strengthened

In addition, tixr Resolution
talks about the illegality that
exists in the transfer of land
and complete violation o fthe
Actof 1971 such as the allot-
mentof land to professionals,
bureaucrats, ctc. at the rate of
one rupee per square footand
the lease o fgovernment land
in New Shillong Township to
the Civil Services Officers
1lousing Cooperativ e Society
Limited. Furthermore, he
also spoke about the signifi-
cance ofthe land in which in
addition to ils value, the min-
erals underneath its surface
also belonged to the same
ownership

The people of the state
must be thankful to the V'PP
and ils MLAs who have
brought these crucial matters
to the House on behalfof the
indigenous people in general
and the fate of the landless
individuals and families in
particular. Despite this ef-
fort. an editorial o fone daily
newspaper in Shillong ques-
tions the move of the MLA
and paints a doubtful picture
of the intention and motive
of the Party. Unfortunately,
the editorial missed a point
when it tried to bring out the
move offormer ChiefMinis-
ter BB Lyngdoh to conducta
cadastral survey of the stale
without giving its report or

shillong limes fewproviding

a platform for such meaning-
ful and insightful discus

sions. | trust that our shared

reflections will contribute

1o a broader dialogue on the

evolving role of religious in-
stitutions in today's world.

Thank you foryour atten-

tion and consideration

Yours etc.,

Ankush Kurkalang

Founder & chief Mentor

@ Kurkalang Skilling &

Learning Centre

Via email

Women’s
Reservation
Bill
Fxlitor.

The Women's Reserva-
tion Bill is welcome. But the
problem is this Bill has two
strings attached to it. The
first one says it will wait for
the census conducted aficr
this Bill has been published.
That comes the second string
in the form ofdelimitation. It
says that on the basis o f that
census report, delimitation
will be undertaken to reserve
scats for women. Given that
the Lok Sabha clection is
due next year, this would be

By Dr Rusievan Shangpliang

outcome of the mentioned
survey. | agree that if such a
survey is conducted, il will
certainly help in laying out
the foundation required for
land cciling, but the million-
dollar questicn is. will this
government carry out this
vital move when its top brass
from ils coalition partners
are themselves owning more
than what their salaries could
atTord? We mist seek justice
for the sake of the landless
tribal in the »tatc. but one
cannot point fingers when
Ardent Basaiawmoit as an
MLA tries to bring the atten-
tion o f the Legislative House

dent overlooked the ease of
the landless tribal is uncalled
for. Since, as an indigenous
lawmaker it is his duty and
it becomes his priority to put
the protection of his people
from land alienation by non-
tribals first and deal with
the merciless accumulation
of landed property by ihe
rich locals later. Therefore,
according to the Resolution
that he brought, Ik*proposes
a land cciling which is re-
quired to reduce economic
disparities, to ensure that
wealth is not concentrated
in few individuals and to
guarantee that tribals arc not

“The unemploymentproblem,
economic hardships and many other
issues compelled the primary
landowners to sell their landfor a
throwaway price only to regret it later.
Aren 7these practical problems that
require practical solutions? According to
Khasi customs, The Dorbar o fthe Syiem,
the Raid, or the Shnong has no right to
either create Ri Kynti or to convert the Ri
Raid to Ri Kynti or sell it. This ispractice
in theory while in reality both Ri Raid and
Ri Kynti are being converted into
registered private ownership, and i f
customs are being trampled and
disregarded by the modern political
administration then we are bound to

have more landless tribals. ™

to this matter or question his
past as the MDC in the Au-
tonomous District Council.
Instead, we should appreciate
and eiKotiragchim to take the
matter to the people and seek
their full support in resolving
the issue which has a deep
sense of cultu'al and histori-
cal connection.

It would be reasonable
if one would also question
why the Resolution brought
by hint was ocfcatcd in the
Assembly wh:n the erics of
sections of the middle and
below middle class are very
much aloud tl'csc days since
the cost of land is more than
theircamings in two or three
lifetimes. Pcrfcaps this ques-
tion should be directed to
the rest of the 56 members
of the Legislative Assembly
who have decided that they
do not want to partake in
safeguarding the primary and
most important rights of the
people of (Ik state by refus-
ing to support the resolution
of Ardent and also to the
majority of tic MDCs who
have been constantly failing
to highlight and discuss this
vital issue in the Council.

The accusation that Ar-

the job for the next elected
government. The women of
our country may even have to
wait for two Lok Sabhaelec-
tions if the next government
also fails to conduct a census
like the present one for one
reason or another.

In this sense this Bill is
really historical in nature
do not know if there is any
previous record of issuance
of a Bill in tic Lok Sabha
which looks like a travel in a
time machine. Unfortunately,
this particular Bill will serve
as a bad precedence. It will
cncourage central and state
governments tocome up with
morc such Bills which arc to
stay in the deep freeze for 5
oreven 10 years.

Yoursetc.,
Sujit De.
Via email

Meghalaya's
cry for unity:
W hat are we

waiting for?

Editor,

As | read he newspaper
report which proclaimed
"Meghalaya's inflation rate
highest in India." (ST Sep-

Icft behind but should have
access to available means of
subsistence and an adequate
piece of land.

Before anyone jumps
to conclusions, we must
first find out what causes
land alienation. | must agree
with the editor of the same
newspaper when she rightly
mentioned in one of her pub-
lished articles that poverty
is the main cause of land
alienation. But what causes
this poverty and how do we
measure it? Why arc certain
groups of people (both local
and non-local) accumulating
enormous amounts o f wealth
enough to buy ten or hundred
acres of land while others
cannot even afford to pay
regular rent? Isn't this visible
especially among the ones
who are hand in glove with
" 9

lem. economic hardships and
many other issues compelled
the primary landowners to
sell their land for a throw-
away pricc only to regret it
later. Aren't these practical
problems that require practi-
cal solutions? According to
Khasi customs. The Dorbar
ofthe Syiem, the Raid, or the
shnong has no right to cither
create Ri Kynti or to convert
the Ri Raid to Ri Kynti or
sell it. This is practice in
theory while in reality both
Ri Raid and Ri Kynti are be-
ing converted into registered
private ownership, and ifcus-
toms are being trampled and
disregarded by the modem
political administration then
wec are bound to have morc
landless tribals.

It should be placcd on
record that most of the land
in Meghalaya is privately
owned. Out of ihe 4.85.913
households, there are only
1.16.723(24 percent) house-
holds with land. This isalann-
ing and highly sensitive since
the population is growing and
iheoverallperfonnanccofthe
state is not in a condition lo
help the landless lo acquire
land for their necessity. The
District Council has the right
to exercise ils powers con-
ferred by the provisions o fthe
Sixth Schedule to the Con-
stitution of India, and rules
and regulations have to be
made to safeguard ihe rights
of the people in all aspects.
This is not a one-manjob but
the members of the Council
have to jointly agree without
a doubt to come up with strin-
gent laws to strengthen ihe
Land Acts visa vis the rights
ofthetribals in the stale. Time
will tell whether the District
Council will see an admin-
istration that will provide
justice to the landless and
curb the power of the landed
ones. And as to which party
will lead that kind ofadmin-
istration. only the indigenous
voters will decide.

We must remember that
the VPP stands firmly on the
ground of clcan politics and
clean governance. Corrup-
tion is a disease that most
people and those at the helm
ofaffairshave considered and
casually accepted as a normal
practice and this is a danger-
ous precedent, especially for
our state. It is also not illogi-
cal to say that as one of the
factors of economic stagna-
tion. corruption or the misuse
and misappropriation of pub-
lic funds has also led to the
slate of undcr-development.
rural economic deprivation

m
front party workers? Isn't it
obvious that a government
servant is able to buy land
worth crorcsofrupees within
a shortspan of service? Isn’t
it corruption and money laun-
dering and daylight robbery
of the state treasury before
our very eyes?

The unemployment prob-

tember 25. 2023) my heart
achcd lor the "Abode of
Clouds.” It is indeed a sor-
rowful sight to witness our
beloved state bleeding; its
once pristine charm eroded
by the relentless onslaught
ofeconomic woes. It matters
not who or what is to blame
for this dccline, for it is high
time for all genuine citizens
of Meghalaya to unite in a
common cause.

The pain is palpable as we
witnessthe gradual erosion of
ourstate's allure across every
sector. The time has come for
religious leaders, government
officials, and pressure groups
tojoin forces and extend an
invitation to the Railways,
imploring them to set their
tracks in the heart of Me-
ghalaya. at least for essential
commodities. The soaring
prices of daily necessities
have pushed the middle class
to the brink ofsurvival, and it
is incumbent upon us. for the
sake ofour shared humanity,
to finda solution to this press-
ing problem

In this crucible of crisis,
the demand for the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) becomes
all the more urgent. Until this
protective shield is granted,
it is the solemn duty of our

and shoddy constructions of
certain vital physical infra-
structure (assets). Again, wc
must also consider that there
are certain classes of people
who through their ill-goticn
wealth have amassed and
accumulated morc land in the
urban and rural hinterlands,
which is also one of the main
factors of land alienation

government todevisea robust
mechanism for controlling
influx, rigorously enforced ai
all entry and exit points. This
measure, if implemented ef-
fectively, will not only curb
the rising priccs but alsoserve
as a catalyst for employment
generation among our youth.
So, we must ask ourselves,
“What dscare we waiting for?"
The time for unity and col-
lective action is now. It is our
sharedresponsibility to breathe
life back into Meghalaya, the
jewel of Northeast India. The
very csscnce of our state lies
in its diversity, and in unity,
we shall find the strength to
overcome these trying times.
In the spirit of coming
together, let us rekindle the
hope and pride that defines
Meghalaya. Together, wc can
once again see our "Abode of
Clouds” soar to new heights,
where prosperity knows no
bounds.
Yours etc.,
R Sarki
shillong

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the witer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with th* requtelto
details will be published.
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A race to the
bottom

By Jagdish Rattanuni

The abusive and com-
munal cpiticts hurled by the
BJP MP f-om South Delhi
Ramcsh Bdhuri against the
BSP MP Kunwar Danish
Ali represent a race to the
bottom, a steep if inevitable
fall as language that should
be banned on the streets is
spoken in Parliament from
the treasury benches. At this
stage, the 3JP is trapped by
the discas; of competitive
communal sm and attention-
seeking. some of its ambi-
tious members trying to grab
the stage in desperate ways
with displays one worse than
the other. The lack ofstrong
and swift action against Bid-
huri legitimises such abuse,
and indocc messages others
that it is okay to play in this
muck and contribute to a ris-
ing crescendo of communal
hatred as wc prepare for the
2024 clcctons. An immedi-
ate example is the claim by
another BJP M Pthat Bidhuri
was provoked, but that state-
ment. t0o, is an attempt to
inject morc communalism
into the picture.

That Bidhuri's unspeak-
able and violent words camc
while he appeared to be de-
fending th; Prime Minister
should ideally and in nonnal
cireumstaiKcs be seen as an
affront to 'hc Prime Minis-
ter. There arc other ways to
respond to the charge, which
essentially was on a differ-
ent topic - that the Prime
Minister grabbed attention
and took credit for the moon
mission instead of leaving
1SRO to bask in the glory.
That the rebuttal to the ac-
cusation is abuse actually
makes the accusation stick,
docs adisservice to the Prime
Ministerard the party (never
mind the ricrits or demerits
ofthe accusation)and should
shock the leadership. Further,
that Bidhuri defiled Parlia-
ment in the very first session
it met there in the new build-
ing marks another hijacking
of what will be billed as an
important achievement by
the BJP. The Prime Minister
himself has callcd the new
cdificc “notjust a new build-
ing but the symbol ofa new
beginning.” Bidhuri got to
give that 'Mew beginning” a
very ominous meaning. And
he also ended up diverting
attention away from the Hie
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam. the women reservations
bill which the Prime Minister
has called ‘a historic legisla-
tion which will further boost
women empowerment ...".
This should be enough lo
attract stem action. That this
action was not forthcoming
as of Sunday night beyond
the issuance ofa show-causc
notice raises many ques-
tions.

The key of these should
be the nature and character
ofthe new BJP as it prepares
to fight 2024. overtly confi-
dent that ii will be returned
to power but not exactly
unconcerixd about the "sur-
prise” thot Rahul Gnndhi
says awaits the party. The
coming together of the Op-
position. even though dccricd
by some as a patchwork
solution ra her than a unified
presence, lias without doubt
worried the BJP. There is also
a strong «nti-incumbency
undercurrent at play, not to
add the vigour with which
the Oppostion is taking its
story to the people and re-
spondingai social media. In
it, it has rich material on the
communalism o fthe BJP. the
pet industrialists* (and one
“friendly monopolist”, to
quote Rahil Gandhi) that the
leadership has consistently
favoured, the pro-rich and
the anti-people approaches
that have -un the spectrum
from demonetisation to high
fuel and gas cylinder priccs
to tomatoes that recently sold
for RsJOOakilo.

Under these circumstanc-
es. and particularly sincc
there arc reports that the
India alliarec o f the Opposi-
tion appears to be picking up
steam, the easiest approach
would be » fall back on the

staple of communalism. If
this is considered a sure-shot
winner, as many in the BJP
tend to think, then the nation
must brace for a rather hor-
rible campaign as individual
candidates racc ahead of
the sanctioned narrative,
and land up in spaccs like
the one Bidhuri occupied in
Parliament.

The nature of the rogue
speech. the silence of the
BJP leadership, the obvious
pain displayed by Danish Ali
who said he couldn't sleep
the night the remarks were
made is the exact way the
cycle ofabuse and violence
has played out outside of
Parliament. The question
that was thought to be out-
side on the streets for those
oppressed: “Where do ordi-
nary people go forjustice?"
has now rcachcd Parliament,
with a Member of the Lok
Sabha now asking: “Where
do wego forjustice?” This is
without doubt a terrible slide
for the nation.

At the root of this fall is
the belief among the BJP
that assertion means aggres-
sion. that hitting out is the
best form of defence, that
violence is in our grain and
must be met with double the
violence, that the "other”
must be put down, that the
grammar of leadership is
masculine in form, shape
and action. This is the old
language of power and
control, a spent force po-
sitioning in the world of
today. It represents a poor
projection of this nation as
a harsh and desolate land-
scape of bitterness. W arc
creating a Bharat without
its ideas of grace, love and
togetherness. In the ab-
sence of these. India cannot
thrive as a nation, however
advanced the infrastruc-
ture, the businesses or other
tools o f modernity.

Some of these ideas will
come up during the clcction
campaign to challenge the
BJP. "Love" is a language
that the Congress has spo-
kenofoften in recent times.
There is no doubt that the
BJP campaign this time
will be even morc slick,
well oiled, properly timed
and luxuriously funded
Samples of the campaign
have been emerging on
social media over the last
month or so. Expect a kind
of carpet bombing of the
nation with the BJP mes-
sages. Sclcct sections of the
media will be in its pocket.
The Opposition will be no
match in money power.
Yet. there are no guaran-
tees. As the savvy former
Prime Minister Vishwanath
Pratap Singh oncc said: "In
India, you can lose an clcc-
tion for want of money but
you can never win an elec-
tion just because you have
money!" However, a huge
mismatch ofresources with
the BJP loaded with money
Hows will still hurt the Op-
position

While wc await the for-
mal blowing of the cam-
paign bugles, there is an
easy way out of the situa-
tion creatcd in Parliament.
The BJP leadership as a
whole can apologise, its
senior leaders including the
Prime Minister can meet up
with Danish Ali and assure
him and the nation that this
won't happen again, suitably
punish the offender in this
ease and walk away from
the ugly and choose to take
the high ground. Just how
many from those among the
BJP ranks and those ranged
against the party think that
such a path is possible, de-
sirable, even profitable?
And thereby hangs the talc
of a nation that can break
barriers to reach the moon
while it builds new barriers
in the hearts and minds of
the people.

(The writer is ajournal-
ist and faculty member at
SPJIMR. Hews are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail: editoifa
thubittianprey\ m}it
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“Ifeverything seems under control,

you ‘rejust notgoingfast enough

Mario Andretti
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States set for polls

THE coming round of assembly polls will
be crucial for the two national parties - the
Congress and the BJP. The BJP-ruled Madhya
Pradesh. Congress-ruled Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh, the MNF fiefdom of Mizoram and the
BRS-run Telangana are edging closer to polls
even as uncertainty continues over the Modi dis-
pensation's move to hold polls simultaneously
to both the Lok Sabha and state assemblies.
Major focus would be on Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan for the reason that they are politically
more prominent. The results o fthe five assembly
polls would, undoubtedly, set the pace for the
upcoming parliament polls. While a safe predic-
tion about the outcome of these assembly polls
is impossible, emerging hints are that the BJP
might have a hard task ahead if it has to retain
Madhya Pradesh. So too with Rajasthan, where
adivided state Congress establishment will have
to struggle haid to retain power.

Notably, the BJP could not win a majority in
Madhya Pradesh in the last assembly polls but
managed to oust the Kamalnath-led Congress
government from power later and virtually seize
power there. The BJP ran government there
for over 18 years and, for most part, the chief
minister was Shivraj Singh Chouhan. The BJP
is clearly in a mind to keep him aside after the
present polls if the party retains power. This is
evident from the fact that several stalwarts in-
cluding some senior Union ministers figure in
the lists of candidates. The lists are incomplete
yet, but so farChauhan’s name does not figure
in the list. The last assembly polls had also seen
a tussle between the central party leadership
and Chauhan, which was later cited as a reason
for the party's failure to muster a majority in
the assembly in 2018. Though the Centre has
pumped in a let ofmoney into Madhya Pradesh
to modernize the highways etc. this by itself
would not help the party retain power. An anti-
incumbency mood is evident there.

In Rajasthan, the Congress establishment is
deeply divided between chief minister Ashok
Gehlot and Sachin Pilot, both formidable lead-
ers. This has the potential to upset the Congress
applecart there. Rahul Gandhi knows as much,
and hence stressed ratheron the parly’s possible
successes in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
“possibly” Telangana loo. The fight in Telangana
would be between the ruling BRS and the Con-

gress, as the B.P remains or

ionally weak.

Agricultural policy
for Meghalaya

During the recently con-
cluded assembly session
LDP MLA Mayralbom Syi-
cm from the constituency of
Nongpoh drew the attention
ofthe House to the need for
a state agricultural policy.
Duringthe di healso

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

of chemical fertilisers with
organic farming’ the 2023
Policy document, talks about
the prioritisation o f “organic

Meghalaya never completely
acceptedtheGiven Revolution,
some did adopt some part ofit,
like seeds and fertilisers, on a

mentioned the 2023 Megha-
laya State Organic and Natu-
ral Fanning Policy, which has
an allocation of Rs 25 crorc.
With Agriculture Minister
Ampareen Lyngdoh stating
that farming in the state is still
natural and organic in nature,
the Meghalaya State Organic
and Natural harming policy
is by default the agricultural
policy ofthe state. However,
if that i the case, the amount
allocated for the policy is
too low. How can 25 crore
be enough for a sector that,
according to the State De-
partment of Agriculture and
Farmer's Welfare engages
81% of the population of
llic Male? The pulicy itself,
though, is quite progressive.
However, there are a few as-
sumptions in the document
that, if rvctificd. will help in
case a general agricultural
policy is fomiulatcd in the
future.

The 2023 Policy enu-
merates certain challenges
plaguing natural and organic
farming in the state. These
are limited knowledge of
the potential and benefits of
oiganic and natural fanning;
alack o fknowledge amongst
farmers on the proccss of
transitioning from conven-
tional to organic and natural
farming; limited access to
quality oiganic input materi-
als such as organic seeds and
feniliscrs; and a high cost of
certification and low number
ofcertifying agencies makes
certification 0? organic pro-
duce challenging for small
and marginal farmers. There
arc a few problemswith these
statements.

Since the 1960's, the em-
phasis among policymakers
has been on increasing the
productivity of cereal crops
in the country by introducing
Green Revolution technology
consistingo fthe triad o f 1YV
seeds, irrigation, and syn-
thetic chemicals. According
to the Agriculture Minister,
it has been a blessing in dis-
guise that the Green Revolu-
tion skipped the North Fast.
However this is not entirely
true. Meghalaya has a highly
rugged topography, which
limits irrigation projects.
HYV seeds and chemical
fertilisers, though, have been
used by farmers for a long
time. These are in the form
ofseeds provided by govern-
ment agencies and subsidies
for chemicals, which were
available until such support

The saffron party is groping in the dark also
amid feelings that it does not want to confront
the chiefminister inanticipation ofa future alli-
ance w'ith KCR. The South will remain mostly a
'no-go” area for the BJP as its leaders there are
easy-going and mostly specimens ofa kind.

Urgent need
for sustainable
roads
infrastructure
in Meghalaya

Editor,

I write to express my
profound concern over the
deteriorating state of road
infrastructure in the stun-
ning landscapes of Megha-
laya. The roads that wind
through this picturesque
region, which should be a
source of pride, arc instead
emblematic of aa ongoing
crisis.

Regrettably, the govern-
ment's response tc this issue
has often been limited to
what can only be described
as "cosmetic paintofroads.”
These superficial, short-term

i

sources but alsojeopardizes
the safety o fthose who travel
these roads. It leads to in-
creased travel times, height-
ened transportation costs,
and a stifling of economic
progress, all of which have
a profound impact on the
region's residents and busi-
nesses

In the light of this dis-
tressing situation, 1 urge the
government to transition
from this stop-gap approach
to adopting a comprehen-
sive. sustainable strategy to
address the road infrastruc-
ture crisis in Meghalaya
This strategy must care-
fully consider the unique
challenges presented by the
region’s terrain and climate.
Equally vital is the recogni-
tion thal the voices and needs
ofthe local community must
be at the forefront of ab -
solution

In

fixes, while
improving conditions, prove
shockingly inadequate. The
unforgiving climate and
challenging terrain swiftly
conspire to undo these ef-
forts, perpetuating a cycic of
degradation and renewal.

W hat adeLs to our collec-
tive dismay s the revelation

demands lasting, holistic
solutions for their road net-
work. The current cyclc of
“cosmetic fixes" perpetuates
hardship for residents and
hinders economic growth. It
is high time for meaningful
change, characterized by
sustained governmentaction,

that road appear
to coincide with VIP visits,
presumably to secure fund-
ing. This erratic approach
not only raises questions
about the allocaton of re-

a resolute commitment to
quality and durability

Yoursctc.,

Wandi Kerne P. Shyrmang,

ia email

y the Mu-
kul Sangma government in
2014 . 1lowever. on theeve of
the lastassembly election, the
MDA government lifted the
ban on chemical fertilizers
Inorder to this

while
the time and effort needed to
change long sanding agri-
cultural practices which have
involved use of chemical
fertilizers in fanning habits of
fanners". Thisisconnected to
the second challenge listed in
the 2023 Policy, viz.. lack of
Kknowledge amongst farmers
on the process :>ftransitioning
from conventional to organic
and natural fanning.
Inorder to supportthe tran-
sition. Section 5.3.4, states
that the government will
provide “necessary support,.,
that balances ihe imperative
for environmental protec-
tion as well as for improved
incomes for fanners". The
statement itself is very vague
and doesn't enumerate any
concrete steps to support the
farmers in transition For that,
one has to refer to Section
5.2. titled 'Conversion from
Inorganic to Organic Farm-
ing” which mentions “train-
ing and capacity building of
farmers to enable production
of plant nutrient. Jiva Amrit,
biofcrtilizers, interventions,
or projects pertaining to...
be taken up under the Ma-
hatmaGandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGAL... (and)con-
vergence of ike state’s Mis-
sion Organic. MGNRFGA.
Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran
Pariyojana (MKSP), Mission
Organic Value Chain De-
velopment for Northeastern
Regions (MOVCDNER)and
any other relevant schemes,
to enable fanners to leverage
on multiple resources simul-
taneously for conversion and
operation”
Conversion from inorgan-
ic to organic ncans a loss o f
productivity and income for
the intervening period. There
is no mention among the mea-
sures listed o fincome support
for the financial loss that such
farmers will face during the
transition. In this, it is disap-
pointing that PM-PRANAM
(PmdhanManiri  Promotion
of Alternate Nutrients for
N N

very Despite this,
the state is by and large organic,
which itselfisa testament tothe
farsightedness of the fanners
who chose to hold on to their
traditional fanning methods.
This includes numerous tra-
ditional seeds (for example, a
single village may still beculti-
vatingat least moretitan 20 rice
varieties or more than 10potato
varieties), many o fwhich lwvc
high potential for resilience to
climate change, and die various
soil improvement measures,
which include local methods
ofmakingcompost, mulching,
crop rotation, and the uscof Ic-
guminous plants in association
with other crops to improve
soil fertility. The problem is
therefore ink of limited access’
but tint traditional knowledge
has been marginalised over
the years.

Section 5.5.3. in lact. docs
talk about the creation o f plat-
forms “in collaboration with
research institutions to enable
scientific validation of Indig-
enous Traditional Knowledge
and innovations made by fann-
ers pertaining to Agri(cultural)
inputs, plant protection, disease
and climate resilient organic
seeds, and organic seed ptuduc-
tionand propagation, including
and standardization of the No
products” and Scction 5.8.1
also talksabout “a participatory
and collaborative approach to
organic fanning to strengthen
awareness, collaboration, pro
duction. value, and benefits*"
However, it appears this will
take place in parallel with the
development of *Package of
Practices rather than being the
preparatory step in the process.
How much participation from
tlic local community and inclu-
sion of local natural fanning
practices are actually going
to take placc? Or is it again a

(POD-India), the National Pro-
gramme for Organic Produc-
tion (NPOP-Third Party Cer-
tification), and Trust Organic.
The problem, however, is that
such certification will have to
follow the 2022 Guidelines
of the National Mission on
Natural Fanning, which, un-
der Section 10.2(d). state that
“States in consultation with
local Gram Panchayat (Doibar
Slinong) skill identify natural
farming practitioners which
arc full time successful natural
farmers with their entire land
holding under natural farm-
ing since the last 2-3 years"
The assessment of whether a
system is following natural
fanning principles will involve
soil testing and tracking of soil
Itcahli foraperiodofover three
to four years. However, two of
the most important traditional
farming systems practiced in
the state arc Jhum and Bun,
which arc rotational in nature
aitlinvolve iiMviiij- |>k>Lsallci
a certain period. This means
that under die current policy,
such farmers will be excluded
and lose the benefits of the
certification system.

The Agriculture Minister
also talked about enabling
“settled and sustainable fann-
ing." which gives the im-
pression that die government
will try to get people to leave
Jhum and Bun and transition
to a more settled system. The
financial and social implica-
tions (especially on the land
tenure system)o fdiisarc going
to be huge. Also, die fact titat
despite government efforts in
the past to eradicate, especially
Jhuni, the fanning system
still exists should infonn the
governmentthat instead of be-
ing antagonistic to a fanning
system that hasa higher degree
of biodiversity, tlic hallmark
of a resilient system enicial
forcombating climate change,
they should look to includc itin
their programs. The same goes
for Bunas well.

In general, the 2023 policy
is very progressive, and wc

p ith meth-
odologies developed outside
the state introduced without
making an attempt to leverage
local strengths?

Sections 5.5.3 and 5.8.1
arc highly empowering and
could be instrumental ingiving

must tlic MDA
government for introducing
the policy. The emphasis on
“Linking organic produce to
lleahhand Nutrition Schemes'
(scction 5.12) has the poten-
tial to be a game-changing
perspective that will allow the

is
not mentioned that actually
incentivize stares to use lesser
amounts of chemical fertilis-
ers by providing incentive
grants at tix: rareo 50 percent
ofthe total amountofsubsidy
saved by using less fertilizer.

due and affirming
dignity to the fannerswho have
fed our indigenous communi-
ties for generations. But the
fact diat it is not being looked
at as strength isa continuation
of die narrative that has been
persisted from the past, ie.,

Kk notjust intermsof
food security but work towards
achieving food sovereignty,
a much more pertinent goal
for the indigenous communi-
ties of the state. It is quite
fortuitous that it is the MLA
from Ri Bhoi, a district which

The should stop,
in fact, giving subsidies for
fertilisers and use the incen-
tive under tke scheme to
provide support to die fanners
during the transition. Unless
that happens, tie interregnum
period of tramition will be a
painful one for the farmers,
which will prevent some from
making the transition.

The third challenge talks

contradiction (use of chemi-
cals with theneed to promote
organic fanning), scction 5.3
titled "Harmonizing usage

From the point
ofview of

a student

Editor.

As | was reading the arti-
cle in your newspaper about
how students aren't excelling
in mathematics and scicncc
as well as we should be, |
realized that as a student
who comes from a highly
academic family background
and as a very curious child
I was bored out of my wits

about* linii toqual-
ity oiganic input material such
as organic seeds and fertiliz-
ers”. This is not completely
accurate. Thojgh tanners in

arent giving the teachers a
chance. So who is to blame?
Teachers? Students? Or the
education system?

The simple answer and
perhaps the most interesting
is that student; do not pay at-
tention—not because they're
not interested but bccausc
they don't understand what is
being taught. 1 was a homc-
schoolcr for many years, and
I studied mathematics and
other subjects in Khasi up to
Class 5.1continue to do my
Class 12 studies at home, in
Khasi, by i

during my and
science classes. And this was
not because 1was distracted;
1 was simply not able to un-
derstand and hence was not
paying attention bccausc the
way tcachers taught us was
so dull and uninteresting.

It felt like a viciouscycle
Sincc the students aren’t
interested and are not pay-
ing attention, the tcachcrs
too arc tired and fed up
They just run through the
chapters. It is not entirely
the teachers' fault, nor is it
the students. Since wc stu-
dents don’t understand the
language therefore, we show
no interest in the subject,
making the teachers angry,
annoyed, and uninterested in
teaching. Even ifthe tcachcrs
arc good in the subject, some
of them have no interest in
teaching or in using differ-
ent methods, and students

I was taught in Khasi
and when | started doing
Maths in English, | felt as
if 1would just go stick my
head in the ovai, notbccause
1 was not intelligent or non-
cooperative tui becausc |
just could notunderstand the
language and liegrammarof
the subject | was studying.
But when it was translated
to me by my mother and
her friends into Khasi. I un-
derstood it perfectly. Same
goes for my Science and
other subjects and when 1|
went back to &hool forabout
six months, | realised that
most of the >tudents in the
school and in my classdidn't
understand English and the
grammar of the subject,
cspecially Maths. When |
explained it to them in Khasi
and Hindi they managed to
score marks that were not

has potential to

can-
not feed themselves despite
having done so for the last
10.000 years.

Finally, die List challenge
talks about the "high cost of
certification and low number
of certifying agcncics make
certification of organic pro-
duce challenging for small
and marginal farmers" which
is actually quite true. Under
Section 5.9, titled ‘Certification
and product testing' three types
of certification processes arc
mentioned: the Participatory
Guarantee System of India

even in their capacity, a B+
student and even a C+ student
got straight A's because they
understood ft perfectly. Why?
Because it was in their own
mother tongue. So now the
real question is not whether
or not students arc capable
of studying Mathematics and
Science or any subject for
that matter. Tlic real question
is - Will the education system
let them? Orarc we to follow
the western style o feducation
and end up losing our roots
and not gaining much of a
life or career since we do not
understand English as well as
we should?

We all ask the question:
Why are students better in
Hindi than Khasi. orwhy arc
students scoring in English
rather than Khasi or Pnar?
So isn't it time for a change?
Should we notintroduce learn-
ing inour mother tongue while
learning English too? And
this notjust to understand the
subject or tocxcd in it. but to
bring us closer to our roots so
that we can say we arc proud
to read, write, and speak Khasi
and Pnar instead of being be-
littled and overtaken by Eng-
lish speakers who, may 1add
can't speak good English for
dieiifcofthcm. At least before
our mothers’ generation, even
ifthey had to speak English in
school, their English was per-
fect Here in our generation.
English is spoken as i it's our

be a torchbcarer in tenns of
sustainable agriculture in the
state, who raised the issue of
the need to have a state agri-
cultural policy. Itis. therefore,
hoped dial Mayralbom Syiem
will follow up with hisdemand
and ensure that it conics to
fruition. That will be a great
gift notjust to his district but
to the entire suite as well
(The views expressed in
the article are those ofthe
author and do not reflect in
any miay his affiliation to any
organization or institution)

mother tongue, yet our gram-
mar, spelling, and pronuncia-
tion arc so pathetic.

I sec young girls on the
road talking in English, look-
ing at me, and telling me to,
“moveaway from the road be-
cause wearc in it.” And when
1 replied to them in English,
they said *Oh pit kam. I dci
Khasi.” which translates to. "
Oh look she doesn't look like
a Khasi”

And when 1 talked back
in Khasi. they didn't seem to
knowwhat Iwas talkingabout
and said. "Nii! You don't need
to flaunt that you are Khasi."
Therefore, Iwould liketocon-
clude by saying that knowing,
studying, and teaching in our
mother tongue, be itanywhere
in our state or country will
notjust open opportunities to
us students but also broaden
our minds and hearts to other
things besides Westernisation
and also show us that there
is more to know than meets
the eye when it comes to our
mother tongue.

Who knows? it may sur-
prise us!

Yoursetc.,
Shailin 11 Lyngdoh
shillong -1'1

Articles and letter; ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers’
authors and not that of
ThesShillong Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Absolute Surrender...!

Read ihe headlines this
morning, in one of the dai-
lies. that one of those who
had masterminded the 26/11
terrorist attack in Mum-
bai, and who is now in a
prison in the US. has had
a chargeshcet filed against
him by the Indian govern-
ment. Hearing this, my mind
immediately went back to
that terrible night, when the
attacks were organised at
different places which the
terrorists had chosen, or ran-
domly decided to strike. Two
of the places they assaulted
were the CST Station and
a little farther, the Madam
Cama ho>pital.

Between both these
places where hundreds lost
their lives, as the terrorists
sprayed tic areas with ma-
chine gun fire, was the Press
Club, andin the press club, 1
was having dinner with the
editor o faChennai newspa-
per, where we were discuss-
ing terms for my column in
his newspaper.

And suddenly terrified
reporters were running in
with die clcctrilying and ter-
rifying news that hundreds
were being shot dead on
cither side of us. just a few
metres away.

Till date. I have no idea
how these shooters didn't
enter the press club and kill
all of us, which I am sure
would have been the biggest
achievement for them, as
the club at thal moment was
crowded with wejournalists,
supposed y mouthpieces for
the natior.

But it was not to be. We
could not jjoouto fthe prem-
ises, because the killers used

that very road, killing among
others four top policc of-
ficials. whose jeep we heard
speeding down the very road
we were Kolcd up in.

The press club was actu-
ally a sitting duck. It was
new. it had all its lights blaz-
ing. and would have been a
shooter'sdelight, and would
have been one time when
the gun night have been
mightier than the pen

But we were spared, and
it’s the act o f being spared |
would lik: to address today.
All of us at one time or
another hive cscapcd major
and minor catastrophes and
calamities. It could be min-
utes away from a pile up, oi
the missing of a plane, or
even slipping but not having
a major fall.

1lave you ever wondered
whether Here’s a reason for
the same? Someone up there
says. “1’v* got a purpose for
him, let's protect him!" And
our purpose in life after such
a 'protected'experience isto
surrender to the Protcctor!

After reading the news
report that talked about the
wanted terrorist this morn-
ing and which brought back
memories of 26/11 1 heard
a recording on the word,
‘surrender’.

It was apt. If those same
fellows hid entered the Press
Club with their Ak-47s, we
would have been on our
knees pleading for our lives
and surrendering ourselves
to their mercy.

Butinbeing spared, isn't
‘surrender still the pass-
word? That we who have
escaped, whether it be a bul-
let or an accident, surrender
our lives and actions from
that day on to the One who
saved us?

Think about it. and you’ll
find a purpose for living ap-

of what the One who saved
you. wants you to do from
now onwards..!

| thought deeply about
that word ‘surrender’ this
morning and since 1spend
my time also with the scrip-
tures even as | spend time
with the newspapers. | de-
cided to see what others who
had escaped with their lives,
like King David o fyore, had
to say about surrender.

David, as you know,
spenta lot of his life escap-
ing, often by a hair’s breadth
from the attacks of King
Saul. Once. King Saul, with
no reason, except thathe was
jealous of the popularity of
David, threw his spear at
David, which would have
impaled him to the wall,
but missed him by an inch.
And it was David who had
something to say about sur-
rendering oneselfto the One
who saves us from death or
a major disaster.

King David says. ‘Sur-
renderyourselfto the LORD,
and wait patiently for him
Do not be preoccupied with
an evildoer who succeeds in
his way when he carries out
his schemes.

Letgoofangerand leave
rage behind. Do not be prc-
occupicd. It only leads to
evil

Evildoers will be cut off
from their inheritance, but
those who wait with hope
for the LORD will inherit
the land.

In a little while a wicked
person will vanish. Then you
can carefully examine where
he was. but there will be no
trace of him.

Oppressed peoplewill in-
herit the land and will enjoy

unlimited peace. The wicked
person plots against a righ-
teous one and grits his teeth
at him. Tlic Lord laughs at
him because he hasseen that
his time is coming.

Wicked people pull out
their swords and bend their
bows to kill oppressed and
needy people, to slaughter
those who arc decent. But
theirown swordswill pierce
their hearts, and their bows
will be broken

The little that the righ-
teous person has is better
than the wealth of many
wicked people.

The arms of wicked peo-
ple will be broken, but the
LORD cinitiuucs to sup|KJi(
righteous people.*

Look at that, just look at
that, surrendering here does
notend with submission and
annihilation of oneself, but
surrendering means the giv-
ing up of oneselfto a stron-
ger person who takes over
our fight. Surrender doesn't
mean subserviency to be-
coming a slave, but on the
contrary it means someone
strongerthan we are fighting
our battles. “Now let me take
over your life and battles,"
saysa God above and with
that comes an unending
stream o f victories!

After that night when
terrorcame knocking nearby
and even before that when
in a hospital bed Iwas told 1
wouldn’t last the night. I've
found that the easiest way
to live is through ‘absolute
surrender,' and certainly
as David, maybe the most
remembered king in history
found out, it is the best way
to live..!

(The Author conducts an
Online Writers andSpeakers
Course. For more details
senda thumbs-up to him on
WhatsApp 9892572883,

1.com.
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Tourism on a roll
IMPRESSIVELY, the post-Covid phase is seeing a
major spun in global (ravel as also domestic tourism.
Economies arc generally stable and feats o fanother
global meltdown have not been substantiated inseri-
ous ways. Large numbers of Indians are traveling,
both within the country and to prized destinations
abroad. Notably, the US mission's announcement
in New Delhi that it has surpassed the target of one
million visaapplications from this country for 2023,
much before tlx; ycar-end, is a sign of the times.
Foreign tourist arrivals in India doubled during the
first half of this year to stand at over 4.3 million,
while over 6 million of them arrived here the previ-
ous year. Domestic tourism here also saw a major
rise in travel in the post-Covid phase, with nearly
seven million people contributing their mite to the
sector in 2021. followed by a sharp rise to 1.700

million last yea*.

While over I million Indians have already lined
up for the US visit this year, fact is also that lots of
Indians flew to ether popular destinations like Dubai,
London, Canada, Singapore, Thailand ctc. The travel
industry, the aviation companies and the hospitality
sector, all ofthem largely hit by the Chinese-induced
pandemic, might by now have more than made up
for the huge losses they suffered. The rates in all
these sectors have sharply increased but this is not
dissuading travel buffs from venturing out.

The nation of 1.4 billion has an active 10 per cent
affluent upper class and a 20 per cent well-heeled
middle class, the rest being the underlings who live
on hope, hard labour and rationed foodgrains. The
rich and the middle class together form a huge seg-
ment. Among them are also the retired government
officials, several o fthem drawing big pensions. They
are the new segment that oils the tourism, hospitality
and aviation sectors. They have disposable incomes
and are not saddled by family burden. Theirchildren,
in most cases, have happily settled down. India’s
hugely corrupt systems and its corrupt bureaucracy,
apart from the business class, are all helping large
numbers from their ranks to splurge money on travel
and tourism. What should also be noted is that the
moneybags haw more opportunities to splurge on
forcign soil, where no-holds-barred entertainment is
available at a price. Contrast this with the palpable
boredom in India, its choked cities, from where mil-
lions o fyouths arc now flying abroad to study and to
fetchjobs, which arc aplenty for the asking incitics
in the West. Little wonder, then, that the US easily
surpassed its one-million visa target for this year
when three more months are yet to open.

Letters to the Kditor

Need to break
the India-

Canada impasse

Kditor

This whole Incia-Canada
impasse has been tidy tragic.
India is far more reactive
to Canada (a western na-
tion) than it eoulci atTord to
be to the Gulf naiions after
the Nupur Sharaa fiasco,
which led to the extrajudicial
murder (via beheading) of
an Indian citizen ;Kanhaiya
Lai), on Indian soil. Both
Canada and the Gulf nations
have large Indian diasporas
which send remltunccs. But
India'sresponse to dietwo lias
been start; in its contrast. The
BJP not only did not defend
Nupur Shanna but suspended
her from her position as party
spokesperson. In the case of
Canada, however. India has
been outraged ani reactive
- instead of being truthful
and reflective. Mr. Modi's
government (GCI) had to
keep its mouth shul before the
Gulfnations, for fear o fjeop-
ardizing the Indian diaspora's
remittances, thus proving
India's vulnerability before
these nations. Butithas been
able to scream backat Canada,
because this nationis farmore
democratic (almosttoo much),
just, ethical, and tolerant. De-
spite terrible travcsies. justice
remainsa hallmark and visible
virtue o f western civilization.
Moreover, if Justin Trudeau
is telling the truth, then the
provocation in Canada is far
worse morally titan Nupur
Shanna's comments. The
murder of Nijjar in Canada
has notyet led to violence. But
Nupur Shamia's comments
led to a gruesome beheading,
which India was unable to
protest effectively.

Every nation his the right
to protect itself from seces-
sionists. Butnotthrough extra-
judicial killings. Ifthere is the

slightest truth to Mr. Trudeau's
findings. Indians should hold
their government fully ac-
countable. as is. expected of
a mature democracy. Even if
rwas a terrorist (as GOI
claims), he deserved the rule
of law and properjustice ina
courtoflaw. Asto why Canada
tolerates and harbours tcrror-
istsand secessionistso f Indian
origin —this is a different
question altogether. Chances
arc. it does so bccause of its
ultra-libenil interpretation of
“free speecli.”

One must protest extra-
judicial killings by any gov-
ernment - all the more when
this happens on foreign soil.
This includes ex-Prcsident
Obama's cowboy style Kill-
ing of Osama bin Laden —a
man who should have been
arrested and brought before
the ICC. So, for the US to be
preaching at India right now
is truly hypocritical. And yet,
the role of a superpower is
to act as half tyrant and half
leader in the world, as it pulls
the Locomotiveof listory. So
the American reaction, even
if hypocritical. Is in keeping
with its role as superpower.

If India is to shine on the
global stage, it should do so
through strength o f character,
ethics, ecumenism, anda stel-
lar human rights record - not
through symbolso fpower. like
agrowingcconomy, space od-
ysseys.and playing host to the
G-20 meeting. That western
nationsarc wooing India now
for strategic and economic
reasons, should not cause ar-
rogance in Indians, but caution
and humility. Overcoming
the “slave” mentality calls for
overcoming the colonial hang-
over. A nation matures when it
throwsoffthe yokeofnotonly
forcign dominion, but also
of its own internal demons,
which includes smouldering
and unreasonable resentment.
A narcissistic and emotional
patriotism cannot possibly

Importance of
ernacular Literature

The Shillong Book Fair
organised by the Government
of Meghalaya in collabora-
tion with the National Book
Trust (NBT) has a series of
panel discussions lined up,
all in sync with the themes o f
language, literature, the arts
and cinema. The first panel
discussion that this writer
was part of was named. "Ink
of the Hills: Regional Lit-
erature o f Meghalaya. Fellow
panelists included upcoming
poet Rangkilbok Dikrud and
Lorinda D Marak, Associate
Professor. Shillong College.
Wespoke toa near empty au-
ditorium which had a captive
audienceofa few NCC cadets
and some school students
who perhaps had some inter-
est in literature. And that's
the problem in Meghalaya
and Shillong. Unless there is
a captive audicnce very few
really want to listen to any
cerebral stuff. Sometimes you
wonder why you waste time
to evenjoin these panels. But
what's done cannot be un-
done; one can only be careful
not to waste one’s breath next
time around.

Like other indigenous
peoples die Khasis relied on
oral tradition to tell their sto-
riesand weave their folklores.
By the time we were given
our script in 1841much had
been written about us by the
British colonialists who in-
terpreted what they saw from
their own lenses. Indeed,
writers like PRT Gurdon are
much referred to by our own
historians when they have to
write about that era which be-
gan from 18260nwards. Oral
history cannot be evidenced
because one would have to
quote wise ciders or go to
the Ahom Buranji which is
written in Ahom language
and which starts with the cre-
ation story until the end o fthe
Ahom rule in Assam. But the
Ahom Buranji speaks more
about the Jayantia rajas and
very little about the Khasis.
1have often wondered what
the Khasi past was and how-
to separate it from the modem
construct as seen from the
eyes ofthe white man.

Vernacular literature is
important if we arc to un-
derstand the past and locate
ourselves in itas itwas then
and not a crafted glorious
past which was flawless. We
are. after all. fallible humans
subjected to the pitfalls of
human decadence as well as

benefit the nation, unless it

roots itself in solid moral
grounds.

Yours, efc..

Deepa Majumdar

Viaemail

Imbroglio over

the skies

Editor,

I am writing because of
the bizarre Indigo Flight 6E
7304 heading from Kolkata
NTSB International Airport
to Shillong (Umroi) Airport
on September 22.1was not
a passenger on this particular
flight but 1 was at the airport
(Shillong Airport) when this
incident happened. One of
my colleagues was arriving
from Kolkata that particular
day. September 22) which
was a Friday. Everything
was moving as per schedule
and the flight took off un-
eventfully.

I was travelling to New
Delhi on SpiceJet on that
day and for me everything
was all right. We took off
earlier than the departure
time. | was happy and had
a comfortable flight to New
Delhi.

Now. let's talk back about
this particular flight Indigo
6E 7304 of which my friend
had to bear the brunt of!

The aircraft was supposed
to touchdown at Shillong
Airport around 11:55 As
per scheduled ETA.But to
everyone’s surprise, the
aircraft and its passengers
didn't reach the scheduled
destination, even when the
aircraft had alrcady entered
the Shillong Air Space. To
my distress, they diverted the
flight back to Kolkata (CCU)
and their reasons was that
due to bad weather or poor
visibility they were unable to
land. Visibility that day was
clearenough fortouchdown.
With Instruments Landing
Facility (ILS)in place inour

By Patricia Mukhim

the highest degrees ofdignity
and morality which is why wc
have words | ke ‘badonbu-
rom\ ‘don akor' ba tip bricvv,
tip blei (civility. propriety and
righteousness). These then
became the standards set for
measuring Khasi behaviour
Anything thal falls short of
these yardsticks is considered
‘khlem akor' *khlem burom’
(devoid of morality and de-
cency). The Khasisarcso en-
trapped by theneed to remain
within the norns ofdecorum
such as those propounded by
Radlion Sing Kharwanlang’s
*KaJingsncng Tymmen* the
moral code of conduct as
espoused by Khasi elders. We
could haw raised questions as
to who narrated these sets of
behaviours to Radhon Sing
butours is a non-questioning
culture.

With the coming of die
British the Khasi moral code
was married to the religious
canons of Christianity and
we can only imagine a so-
ciety brought up with so
many behavioural codes of
do’sand don't;. It must have
been pretty stifling and mind
you it is not in the Khasi
nature to critique anything,
much less what the ‘white
man* had broughtand taught
from across the seas. Hence
| presume there developed a
culture of subordination, of
docility, of complete acqui-
escence to th; societal and
religious coder. In this stifling
atmosphere it is not surprising
that there were not too many
poets or litterateurs and that
even to this day we can only
recount what Soso Tham has
said and warned us against.

Literature reflects the so-
ciety of the time and if that
socicty lacksa liberal ecosys-
tem. is inhibited and unable to
express itself liberally, much
lesstobreak ott ofthe societal
shackles; if its people arc all
the time poisedas ifwalking a
bamboo bridge thatcould col-
lapse and therefore have their
hearts in their mouths, how
can they even think liberally.
Think of the weightof hav-
ing to be care ul in how you
walk, talk and laugh. Women
were not aHewed to laugh
heartily. They would be put
in their placcsand callcd “ba
rkhicshait kyivhlcin. “(laugh-
ing like a woman of loose
morals). There is no such

airport how could this have
happened. One can under-
stand if it was a Visual Ap-
proach. Then poor visibility
would have been a problem
and they would have had to
divert the flight. However, |
didn't belicvethis story from
Indigo because Ailiance Air
took offand landed at around
the same time in Shillong
thatday and Iwas also flying
to New Delhi with SpiceJet
and my flightwas notaffect-
ed. nor cancelled, delayed
oranything. I: was a smooth
touchdown for incoming
passengers from Delhi and
also the take oft' was good.
No turbulence, nothing like
that, it was j smooth and
uneventful flight.

I am writing this because
1 am saddened as my friend
had to come home due to
urgent family emergency. |
therefore demand answers
from Indigo. My questions
arc (1) Why didn't Indigo
reroute the fight to LGBI
Borjhar (Gu.vahati) Inter-
national Airport which is
more convenientand nearer
to Shillong or any airport
in the North Eastern States.
(2) I also want to know why
Indigo's faresarc skyrocket-
ing? IndigoCCL-SHG-CCU
being an UDAN Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. Hence the Direc-
tor General ofCivil Aviation
(DGCA) Airports Author-
ity of India should resolve
all these problems with the
Airlineand answer our ques-
tions.

I'hope to see a change in
the Aviation operationsespe-
cially from oar lone, beauti-
ful Airport and that these
grievances are addressed
Looking forward to a better
flying experience.

Yours etc..
Cltanmiki Laloo
Via Email

regimentation for boys men.
No woman would dare break
out these societal chains,
much less say something ir-
reverent if they feel die need
to. Perhaps because of these
shackles some of the elderly
women who didn'tlitinto the
category of “badon burom”
eidier because they became
pregnantout o fwedlock and
the church disowned them or
becausc they just felt claus-
trophobic. would break out
into expletives to cleanse
their souls.

Literature must have its
readers. To read there has
to be mass literacy compe-
tence which has to be evenly
distributed. Now is that the
case with the Khasis even
today? How many really can
read and understand a Khasi
novel and its intricacies when
life itselfis like a novel gone
horribly wrong? And even
writing is defined by class.
You have to be an educated
person to write such that
people would want to read
you. The Khasis were, from
my own observation, a non-
reading community (I don't
like the word ‘illiterate’ bc-
causc it is a put-down word)
but they are a story-telling
community. Some of these

and faith. For instance, when
we write, dowc dare toques-
tion our faith: our religion;
our deeply embedded social
norms that set boundaries
on what a woman can and
cannot do? In that case are
writers not shutting out their
reasoning powers then for
fear of being reprimanded
by the guardians of society’?
Should reason not liberate us
to question everything? Re-
call Dante's Divine Comedy
and The Infcmo where lie
castigates the Catholic church
for its decadent naturc then.
Not that much has changed
today across churches. But
do wc have a writer with
the spunk to take us through
the depravities of church
leaders today? No wc will
not because this is too small
a socicty and the chances
of being trolled arc far too
daunting and could kill one’s
literary ambitions faster than
it takes to nurture them.

We truly need Vernacular
literature that is bold and
braz.cn to bring about a Re-
naissance in our socicty. For
too long wc have hobbled
along on a past that we can
no longer relate to and a
future that seems distant and
depressing and gets worse
because o four unguestioning
nature. Wc need to deal with
the presentand that means to

raconteurs are
can hold you spellbound. But
tell them to write and they
will say. “Shish phi. shano
yn ia thoh? Uei u ban pule?
( How can I write? And who
will read what | write?). It
is this paucity of readers
of Khasi literature (except
when forced to in school
and colleges) that some of
our best litterateurs such as
Kynphain Sing Nongkynrih,
Janice Pariatand others write
their Khasi talcs fora world
audience. And thank God for
that! People know us bccause
they read what these literary
trail blazers say about us. our
idiosyncrasiesand often com-
plicated love lives (Where the
Light Touchcs); our societal
faultlincs and concepts o f life
and death and life after death
(Funeral Nights)

To say that Khasi poetry
has evolved over time is per-
hapsa misnomer. Soso Tham
iis still the poet we look up to
as if we live in a time warp.
Literature is also a reflection
of cultural issues such as the
relationship between reason

Descent to

indecency

Editor.

Jagdish Rattanani in his
article. “A race to the bot-
tom" (ST. September 26,
2023) rightly says. "The
abusive and communal epi-
thets hurled by the BJP MP
from South Delhi. Ramcsh
Bidliuri against the BSP MP
Kunwar Danish Ali repre-
sents a race to the bottom,
a steep if inevitable fall as
language that should be
banned on the streets is spo-
ken in Parliament from the
treasury benches."Vishwa
Bakhatc in Bengali means
a scoundrel. According to
the Cambridge dictionary a
scoundrel is a person, espe-
ciallya man.who treats other
people very badly and has
no moral principles. Those
who have been giving toxic
hate speeches are actually
showcasing this very Viswa
Bakhatc image

The hate speech which
was delivered in the parlia-
ment should be treated as
the icing on the cake oftoxic
hate speeches. However, this
isa small icing on a very big
rotten cake. As per the hall-
yearly report of Hindutva
Watch, a US-based research
projcct. 255 documented
incidents of hate speech
gatherings targeting Mus-
lims took place in the first
halfof 2023. Eighty percent
(205) of these hate speech
events occurred in BJP-rulcd
states and Union territories.
One third of these gatherings
explicitly called for violence
against Muslims.

The result is alarming to
say the least. August 2023
witnessed two different in-
cidents one at a school and
the other at a running train.
A school teacher allegedly
asked students to hit their
seven-year-old Muslim class-
mate at K hubbapur village in

dare to ity and
take responsibility forwhat's
going wrong with our politics
and governance? What is lit-
erature worth if it lulls us to
sleep? No. wc need literature
that stings and pushes us to
get real and not be overly
concemed about being, ‘don-
burom. don akor' and being
gemecl little societal busy-
bodies with no courage to
call out wrongdoing! Look
at how- the women hawkers
who were told to shut shop
at 10 PM raised their voices
and reclaimed their spaces
and their rights! They didn't
need the lords and masters
(pressure groups) o fthe night
to light for them. They fought
the good light and they did it
without literature. How much
more empowered would diey
be had the stories of these
bold warrior women (lowly
and poverty-stricken though
they arc) beenwritten as they
arc with no embellishments!
That to me would be real,
solid literature: not the soft
variety that appeals to a set
ofelite..

Muzaffamagar district of
Uttar Pradesh. In another
incident, a Railway Protec-
tion Force constable killed
his supervising officer and
three Muslim passengers on
atrain running from Jaipur to
Mumbai. A few days ago, a
soldier had been arrested in
Kerala for allegedly faking
an assault by a banned Isla-
mist outfit for publicity and
to geta transfer. These arc
the danger signs. A teacher is
supposed to be a role model
for her students. An RPF con-
stable is supposed to protect
rail passengers. And a Jawan
is supposed to protect our
secular country.

ate speeches make die
mob bay for blood and look
out for easy prey. Asa result
the victims of lynching are
the most vulnerable like daily
wage earners and specially-
ablcd people. On Tuesday a
fruit vendor's speeially-abled
son, Mohammad Isaar. was
tied to an dcctric pole with
saffron cloth and beaten to
deadi in the national capital
on suspicion o fstealing prasad
from a stall neara temple. The
victim was mentally ill and
could not provide satisfactory
answers when confronted by
the attackers. In February
this year. Mohammad Fai-
yaz, another person with
mental health issues, was
lynched by a mob in Bihar's
Samastipur.

Wec know what the situa-
tion is in Manipur. Wccarmot
let Manipur happen to the
whole India. Immediate ac-
tion needs to be taken against
those who have been deliver-
ing hate speeches.

Yoursetc.,
Sujit Dc.
Kolkata

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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EAM's UNGA Speech

Resetting

world

order

Ily Prof. (Dr.) O.K. Giri

The External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar addressed
the 78thsession o fthe United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA). The speech was
strong in message and suc-
cinct in is formulation. As
thespeed was made against
the backcrop of a mightily
successful G-20 summit in
Delhi, it kas rcecived much
attention across the country
in the media and perhaps
the world over. Mainstream
papers have engaged with
his speech line by line, also
word to word. It is perhaps
in order as the speech mainly
callcd fora reset of the ex-
isting world order. | would
like to look at his speech in
termso fprinciples as well as
pragmatism.

Admittedly, we arc all
relishing ihe euphoria of the
grand success of G-20 sum-
mit although there are some
grudges on invitations, ex-
penses and politicisation of
the event ythe Opposition.
1do notwish to be a killjoy,
but as ar academic and a
commentitor, | should call
spadc-a-spadc. That is also
the spirit and purpose of a
democracy, that is, to cri-
tique government policies in
national iitcrest. From such
a standpoint, let me make
an assertion that India's
foreign palicy has suffered
from a mismatch between
principles and practicality.
Axiomatizally. foreign poli-
cies of countries arc usually
a combination of the two.

The said speech reflects
the old pattern of the mis-
match. Tike for example.
One family. One World.
One Future. It is good as
a slogan It evokes emo-
tions. Bui is it practical to
maintain as a policy? Can
you conceive one family,
one future with Pakistan or
China? Islamabad sponsor-
ing terrorism into Indian
soil goes unabated. China's
ridiculous claims of Indian
territory continues to be
made unabashed. However,
let me throw a caveat before
I proceed further on EAM's
formulation of India's for-
eign policy strategics.

A fonrer External Affairs
Minister in Morarji Dcsai
government in 1980s. shared
with me. a student of inter-
national politics then, the
working of India's forcign
policy. When 1 asked him
why was New Delhi soft
on Pakistan? Remember.
Moraiji Dcsai offering the
backing ofthe Indian Army
ifever Pakistan was militar-
ily attacked by anothercoun-
try. Morarji Dcsai received
the highest civilian award of
the Islami: Republic o f Paki-
stan. ‘Nislum-c-Pakistan'. It
isanother matter the ‘award”
bccame a controversy in
India. The Minister said
"W too arm-twist Pakistan
whenever wc can. but we
don’t say it”. If this is the
artofdiplomacy and foreign
policy, o be it. Also, if the
EAM is making such state-
ments as matters of ideals
and even principles, so be
it. No policy sans principle,
be it national or international
would work. Also, if coun-
tries conduct their domestic
and foreign policies with-
out reference to principles,
chaos will be caused, not
rule-based order

That said, if EAM be-
lieves anc broaches them as
stratcgicstherc is a problem
This is where 1 am coming
from. EAM talked about
dialogue and diplomacy.
This has been the leitmotif
in his approach to settling
differences and even dis-
putes between the countries.
It sounds almost esoteric.
The UN was set lo promote
dialogue and diplomacy and
avoid wars. Does it work?
Dialogues will work in pcace
time or before or after the
war. not curing. Besides the
normative assertion, how do
you stop ivars? W hat could
New- Delhi do to stop the

war in Ukraine? 1 urged in
this column to our Prime
Minister who is known for
his charm, warmth and skill
in building interpersonal
proximity, backed by New
Delhi’s image of neutrality
to do all he can to bring the
devastating war in Ukraine
to an end.

Moreover, can one have
dialogue when one's head
is in the mouth of a dragon?
We are having sporadic as
well as internceinc military
skirmishes with China on
our borders. The Chinese
strategy, now well known is
todo what they want includ-
ing grabbing territories, note
salami slicing, while they are
open to dialogue. Why are
we not having dialogue with
Pakistan? On Canada, while
Justin Trudeau's political ut-
iciancc* luive bevn demised
by many of his countrymen
and other countries, why
do we not use diplomacy
instead of retaliation by
sending back diplomats and
suspending visa and so on
Diplomats in India believe
that ‘quiet diplomacy could
clear the air".

Last week, in this col-
umn. 1had quoted. "All wars
are failures of diplomacy”
Having said that diplomacy
needs a win-win or even
lose-lose mutual understand-
ing for two countries to be
ready to engage. There is
also an axiom to be drawn
from Ramayana. our revered
epic. Lord Rama took out his
arrow to chastise the ocean
that was not forthcoming
to let him build the ‘sctu”
(bridge) to Lanka. Lord
Rama advised. “Vinoy na
manat jaladhi jal. gaye tini
din beet, bole Rama sokop
tab. bhai bina ni hoi precti”
(three days have passed, but
the ocean is not responding
to our humility, our polite
request. It is true that there
is no love or understanding
without fear). Such fear
in international polices is
called ‘deterrence’. Wc have
been arguing to determine
Ihat deterrence vis-a-vis
China. Wc are taking time
and perhaps lacking clarity
in building that deterrent
And if we have it. why is
China continuing to needle
us and nibble away our ter-
ritory.

This leads me to our pro-
fessed policy of neutrality
Have wc been really neu-
tral so far? Is it possible to
be so? Switzerland’s and
Finland's neutrality cannot
be replicated by India. Ad-
mittedly. there are divided
opinions amongst scholars
on viability and benefits of
the practice of neutrality.
But surely New Delhi could
notafford to be neutral in the
face of unabated provoca-
tions by China It needs stra-
tegic and security alliance to
counter her enemy. Wc have
had a security treaty with
the former Soviet Union.
This is time to have another
one with a suitable country
which isclear, workable and
ostensible.

EAM's bold call for reg-
istering the voice of Global
South in the world politics
forexpansion and democrat-
isation of world bodies is
spot on. Only rider is the
voiceand grouping o fGlobal
South need to be continually
redefined and restructured
Do China and Russia belong
toGlobal South? Will India
remain in the Global South
as itjumps to third or sec-
ond or even to first largest
economy in the world? Is
it GDP of the country or
per capita GDP that should
define a countiy of South or
North? India's per capita
GDPamong the G-20 coun-
tries is the lowest.

At any rate, these arc
questions that need to be
progressively addressed
and resolved. For now,
we continue to debate our
forcign policy strategy in
order to become the Viswa
Guru and Vishwamitra?
—INFA

(The writer is Seavtaiy
General. Association for
Democratic Socialism)
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The Manipur Conundrum
IT’S exactly 149 days today that the violcncc in
Manipur has erupted and there is no sign of it abat-
ing anytime soon. Lives and livelihoods both in the

Kuki-Zo inhabited hill areas and the Meitei

inhab-

ited valley have been severely dismptcd. Internet
shutdown which was lifted for two days was again
reimposed on September 26 for the next five days.
This happened after a picture o ftwo young people,
a girl aged 17 years and the boy aged 20 who had
gone missing sincc July this year surfaced after the
internet was restored. The duo were last seen on
CCTV camera riding oft'on a two wheeler into an
area that is apparently Kuki dominated. What begs
the question iswhy at the height ofthe conflict when
tension was at its height would two Meitcis go into
a Kuki dominated area. This incident has been taken
so seriously by the Manipur CM Biren Singh that
the Spccial Director CBI was flown in to take over

the investigation.

In the meantime the students in Imphal protested
the death o fthe duo but their protest march was dis-
rupted by security personnel. Internet shutdown is a
major faultlinc in this country since this technology
is today used for online banking and several other
purposes such as online education, online meetings
and for conducting all kinds ofbusinesses and online
purchases as well. For over 5 months now the Kuki-
Zo people havihad tostay away from Impltal valley
for fear of being killed. The living spaces ofthe two
communities arc now divided by bunkers which re-
semble a war zone. The reasons for the outbreak of
the conflict arc still not yet out in the public domain
because the three-member fact-finding team headed
by aretired High Court Judge is pending. There are
claims and counter-claims from both sides as to the
reasons for the violence that lias now claimed over
170 lives and displaced at least 70. 000 people.

What has caused consternation is that violence has
been allowed lo continue for so long under a Chief
Minister who. from all accounts failed to handle
the situation. If the Constitution was followed to
the letter then a breakdown o f law and order in any
state for over 3days should have been followed by
President’s Rule which means that the central gov-
ernment would take over the reins of governance
and restore order without fear or favour. This was
not done in the present case ami the situation is such
that travcllingout o f Manipur from the hills requires
a tortuous road journey via Nagaland or Mizoram.
Such is the divide that even volunteers wanting to
travel to the hills for relief work are subjected to
strict scrutiny at several points and sometimes held
up at the Imphal airport for hours.'This situation is
unprecedented and requires adept handling. The
question is why is the Ccntre turning a blind eye
to the sufferings of people in Manipur? And why
is the Prime Minister of the country so insensitive

as to not vit

t the troubled state which is in need of

healing? It’sacurious situation and a political game
that smacks ofunconccrn for what happens in India’s
North East, except during elections.

Letter, to the Editor

Disruptions in
power supply
in Meghalaya

Editor,

As a citizen of Megha-
laya. 1cannot understand
(he lack of facilities in the
state, especially the frequent
power outages in Shillong
due to the shortage o fwater.
Meghalaya primarily relics
on hydroelectric power, but
recent news reports have
revealed (hat the government
is spending Rs 3 crorcs each
month to purchase electric-
ity. This is disheartening,
considering Meghalaya re-
ceives the heaviest rainfall in
the world. However, tix; Me-
ghalaya Energy Corporation
Limited (MeECL) produces
only 356 MW. far below the
expected consumption of
1X00 MU. This raises con-
cernsabout the government’s
actions in this matter. If the
Government doesn't address
this issue, it wil persist. It's
time for the Government to
explore altemaiive energy
sources beyond water-based
generation

Notably, Haryana can
generate up to 4200 MW
of electricity annually from
solar energy, whereas Me-
ghalaya's annual electric-
ity requirement is only 610
MW. It's puzzling why our
Government dccsn't adopt
similar methods. Instead, it
heavily relics on water for
electricity production. The
Government should learn
from Haryana’s succcss and
diversify its energy sources.
Meghalaya has substantial
unused land, approximately

6861 crorcs of plots under
MeECL, which could be uti-
lized forsolarenergy genera-
tion. This move could put an
end to the ongoing issue of
load shedding in Meghalaya.
We arc fortunate to have
both abundant rainfall and
sunlight, making it possible
to generate electricity from
both water and the sun. If
the Government prioritizes
this, MeEC'L can also work
towards repaying its loans,
which were taken for elec-
tricity production.

These observations ure
based on the daily condi-
tions in Shillong, and it's
time for the Government to
take action

rs etc.,
Nangbuhphang Kharjana,
Via email

Theft cases in
city on the rise

Editor

Even as the Meghalaya
Policc deserve kudos for
their crusade against illicit
drug abuse in the State,
sporadic cases of theft and
burglary are like a ticking
time bomb which endanger
public property and safety
as well as bring discredit to
the most efficient state police
force.

In what may raise many
people’s eyebrows, an in-
cident of burglary in broad
daylight was reported in
the posh suburb of Shillong
township on Tuesday. Justa
walking distance from the
heart of the city Khyndailad
aka Police Bazar. Dunoon
Compound O.vloid Hills
which sits on a picturesque

Palm oil: The good,
the bad and the ugly

In biochemistry, the terms
fat and oil are used inter-
changeably for the same ma-
terial. with a slight difference
in their meanings: fat is morc
commonly used for the solid
form in room temperature
while oil is preferred for
the liquid form. Edible oils
arc biochemically triglycer-
ides. Fatty acids arc building
blocks of triglycerides. Palm
oil is edible with a unique
physicochemical property:
it is a fat in room tempera-
ture (melting point is 39 °C
as per the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
or FSSAI) because of its
palmitin and stearin, which
arc tri i istingof

By Mohammad Imtiyaj Khan

groundnut o, soybean oil,
coconut oil. iunflowcer oil.
and others. Most of these
edible oils comprise majorly
unsalumtcd fatty acids.
What is bad about palm
0il? Because of high levels
ofsaturated fatty acids, palm
oil and coconut oil arc bad
for ltcalthas tley increase tix;
level of bad cholcstcrol i.e.,
low-density lipoprotein. Asa
consequence, blood vessels
may diickcn and subsequently
affect ihe bloed flow causing
serious problems. Portions
of palm oil like stearin and

three palmitic acid and stearic
acid moleculcs on a glycerol
backbone, respectively. Both
palmitic acid and stearic acid
arc long chain saturated fatly
acids, meaning they arc high
in calorific value and com-
paratively unhealthy.

Palm oil can be used for
preparation of hard and soft
fractions to develop iKalthy
oils. The hard fraction of
palm oil called palm stearin
liquefies completely above
60 °C. It contains morc solid
fai with triglycerides ofa sin-
gle saturated fatty acid (e.g
palmitin and stearin). Tlk soft
fraction callcd palmolein is
liquid above 18 °C (as per the
FSSAL). contains morc nu-
traccuticals (pharrmacoactive
micronutricnts liketocophcr-
ols. tocotrienols. carotcnoids

palmitin to digest
in ihe alimeatary canal as
the required Cmpcrature for
complete melting of these
hard fats is above the body
temperature. These undigest-
ed fats gel depjsitcd along the
intestinal linigg and block the
absorption of other nutrients
through the lining. These
health problems arc worsened
by the sedentary lifestyle and
junk food-eating habit.

Palm oil being chcaper.
many eateries use it or pal-
molcin for deep-frying of
poori. samoia. and other
fast food items, which arc
popular Indian snacks. This
habit in combination with
the increasing non- vegetar-
ian food consumption (as per
the National Family Health
SurveyorNFHS 5,2.3%and
8.49% increasein the non-veg-

ctc). morc fatty
acids (eg. palmitolcic acid,
oleic acid, linoleic acid, ctc),
and hence relatively health-
ier. Palm stearin is usually
used for physical blending
or iniercsteriiication (a lipase

etarian was
observed among women and
men. respectively, compared
to NFHS 4) by the 15-48 age
group is substantially increas-
ing the saturated fat intake of
Indians. Sedentary workers’

yinc-catalysod reactionof
blending oils/their fractions)
with other oils to improve
the melting point, whereas
palmolein is used as a source
of nutraccuticals in blending
and intercsterification

Most oils available today
for bakery, confectionery and
other such applications arc
blended or interesterified.
Apart from its use in Mending
or intersterification. as such
palm oil is also required for
consumption as edible oil
According to the EAT-Lancct
commission report released
in 2019, 25-30% of our diet
should be oilsTats consisting
of palm oil (or other oils)
up t0 6.8 grams per day and
unsaturatcd fatty acids up
t0 40 grams per day. These
requirements can also be
obtained from our traditional
edible oils like mustard oil

hilltop overlooking the fa-
mous Shillong Peak wit-
nessed the untoward incident
ofburglary in one household
when the owner was away.
That's not all. A few days
ago. in another bone-chilling
incident of theft, possibly
in the wee hours, victims
awoke to find their home
in a mess with articles of
value reportedly missing.
These horrendous incidents
aren’t just stories of one
locality, several other posh
localities in and around ihe
Shillong city had witnessed
such creepy and hair-raising
incidents where perpetrators
had broken into the house
and dccamped with cash and
other valuables. Unfortu-
nately. many such incidents
go unreportcd to the media
or police for action.

The purpose of this letter
isn't just to embark on the
usual blame game or to pass
the buck for such crimes
either to Policc or Rangbah
Shnong. but to get a hang of
the common ground where
Police and People under the
aegiso fthe Rangbah Shnong
could work hand-in-hand to
put a stop to the occurrence
of such horrific incidents
of theft and burglary which
pul livesand property at ter-
rible risk. Needless to say.
the blame game doesn’t get
us anywhere. 1t’s a matter
of collective fight against a
set of thugs who have the
audacity to commit such
crimes under the nose of ihe
cfticicnt policing system

Forstarters, wc can begin
with installation of CCTVsat
critical pointsofentry to and
evit fiuin localities. Since
thefts and burglary affect one

>fhigher satu-
rated fats from either oil (like
palm oil) or non-vg items is
bad for health.

What is ujly about palm
oil is the politics around it
As palm oil isnota preferred
edibleoil in India, its produc-
tion in India in the crude form
(2.88 lakh tonnes in 2020-
21 as revealed in the Rnjya
Sabha against the world pro-
duction of 7.) crorc metric
tonnes in 2022-23. of which
85-90% were contributed
by Indonesiaand Malaysia,
according to_he US depart-
ment of Agriculture) should
be sufficient for its various
applications, including indus-
trial uses as raw materials for
different products. Llowcver,
59% o fthe total vegetable oil
imports of India were palm
oil. to the tunc of 4.39 lakh
tonnes in 2022-23. accord-

andall. surveillance cameras
can be crowd-funded with
each household contributing
as per their capacity and the
rest o f the cost can be borne
by the local MLA. if need
be. Hie policc need leads
to act on and footage and
this can boost effective and
timely policc action. Rang-
bah Shnongs for that matter
can conduct door-to-door
awareness or community
awareness programmes once
in a while for residents to
remain watchful and vigilant
of suspicious movements in
their localities and the need
to report them. Those people
who fight shy of reporting to
the police cai approach the
Dorbar Shnorg which in turn
can do the needful.
Yoursetc..
Subash Deb,
Via email

On Inflation in
Meghalaya

Editor.

Apropos of the editorial
“Meghalaya’s high inflation
rale” (ST September 28.
2023), universally there is
no single ansver as to what
causes inflation but like so
much of microeconomics
it comes down to a mix of
output, money, and expec-
tations. Supply shocks can
lower an economy's poten-
tial output, driving up prices.
An increase in the money
supply can stoke demand,
driving up priccs. And the
expectation of inflation can
becomeaself-fulfilling cycle
as workers and companies
demand liigliei wages and set
higher price?. Since the fl-

ing to the Solvent Extractors’
iation. Ifthe i

OP.VIM was reported to have
defended the oil palm planta-
tion mission by claiming thal
the plantation would be done
in the shifting

and import arc indicators
of India’s palm oil demand,
India needs not morc than
6 lakh tonnes of the oil per
year. At present, palm oil is
relatively cheaper than most
of the edible oils consumed
traditionally in India. Irre-
spective of this, the central
government is pushing for
oil palm plantation under the
National Mission for Edible
Oils- Oil Palm to increase
the crude palm oil production
five-fold, i.e. 11 lakh tonnes,
by 2025-26.

To achicve this target, in
addition to Andhra Pradesh,
which has morc than 83%
contribution to India’s palm
oil production, new areas will
be covered for oil palm plan-
tation, including the Indo-
Myanmar mega biodiversity
hotspot covering the entire
northeast India. This move
wil I require clearing o fforests
and changing (he land use
pattern. Farmers, activistsand
some political parlies have
protested against the oil palm
plantation in Assam. Accord-
ing to a reply in the State
Legislative Assembly given
by the Agriculture Minister.
Atul Bora, on September 12.
tix* total area identified foroil
palm cultivation in the State
is 3.75 lakh hectare.

As per the Oil Palm Mis-
sion Manipur (OPM.M), the
oil palm plantation drive in
the Slate will cover six dis-
trictsaixi a total area 0 f66.652
hectares, including 11.662
hectares in Churachandpur,
which is the epiccnire of the
ongoing ethnic violence since
May 3. Manipur is cxpcclod
to witness an increase in the
temperature by 1.7 GC by the
end of the 21st century, ac-
cording toa projection by the
Manipur State Action Plan
on Climate Change in 2013.
Moreover, a research paper in
Current Scicnce published in
2018 on clinvite resilient ogri-
culture in Manipur concluded
from an analysis of various
climate parameters from 1954
to 2014 that the rainfall in
Manipur would rise, causing
a decrease of 10% in crop
yields by 2030.

These scientific stud-
ies suggest that any major
changes in the land use and
agri-horti practices will fur-
ther worsen the impacts of
cliniatc changc. However,
in a workshop organised in
June 2022. the consultant of

nancial crisis 0 2008 and the
Great Recession, investors
and executives have grown
accustomed to a world of
low interest rates and low
inflation. But no longer.
Inflation is defined as a rise
in priccs across an economy,
and in 2022 ithasemergedas
one of the biggest threats to
global prosperity leave alone
Meghalaya. When priccs
rise unexpectedly, money
doesn't go as far as it used
to, which can trigger de-
mands for raises which then
cause more inflation. When
prices rise really quickly,
the basic functioning of an
economy can break down.
For example, in periods of
“hyperinflation.” people
rush out to spend money
the moment they get paid,
because every hour they
wait to spend means higher
priccs. Former Fed chair
Ben Bcmanke writes in his
latest macroeconomics text-
book with Andrew Abel,
“Inflation occurs when the
aggregate quantity of goods
demanded ai any particular
price level is rising morc
quickly than the aggregate
quantity of goods supplied
at that price level.”

I do not agree with the
editor or C K Nayak who
reported on September 25
in this paper that Megha-
laya has the highest rate of
inflation because it is not
based on facts. Let us get
the facts corrected, accord-
ing to the latest data posted
on the portal of Ihe Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation. Govern-
ment of India the inflation
rate based on Consumer
Price Index for Meghalaya

cultivation lands, fallow lands
and foothills.

The Kukis of Manipur
have been practising jhum
orshilling cultivation as part
of their sustenance and it
is intricately linked to their
existcnec. Once a cultiva-
tion land is not productive
enough, they move on to
another area and clear the
forest for cultivation. In the
scheme of cultivation, there
is nothing callcd abandoned
jhum land as the farmers
leave the land uncultivated
for the natural rejuvenation
ofsoil. After a certain period
of time, they come back to
the same land for cultivation
again. Ifsuch temporarily un-
cultivated lands arc used for
oil palm plantation, there will
obviously be a conflict with
the fanners when they return
to cultivate the land.

Eventhoughjhum cultiva-
tion is a traditional practice
of some tribes in northeast
India, increasing population,
decreasing land area for culti-
vationand the decrease in soil
quality owing to the reduction
in jhum cultivation cycle
from more than 20 years in
the past to merely 3-5 years
more recently, have made it
unworthy and detrimental to
the environment. The situa-
tion is further worsened by
the effccts of global wann-
ing. Several attempts have
been made in the past to find
commercial crops as alterna-
tives to jhum cultivation like
pineapple, passion fruit and
others, but it registered lim-
ited succcss in temvs o f sclf-
sustcnancc of the farmers.

Therefore, planting only
oil palm will not be in the
interest of local farmers and
their sustcnance. In view of
this, one o f the causes of the
ongoing clashcs in Manipur
between the Meitcis and the
Kukis is possibly rooted in
the Manipur government’s
push for cvieting them from
forest land, while striving to
cultivate oil palm in some of
the jhum lands. The govern-
ment's drive to dear poppy
cultivation, on the one hand,
while pushing for oil palm
plantation, on the other hand,
appears to be a Faustian
bargain.

(MohammadimtiyajKhun
Witches at Gauhati Uniwr-
sith He can he contacted at
imtiyaj(u;gaiihali.ac.in. The
views am personal.)

as of August 2023 is 4.33
% among the Himalayan
States. The Union Territory
ofJ&K and Ladakh records
an inflation rate of 5.45%
Himachal Pradesh 7.01%,
Uttarakhand 7.84%. Sik-
kim 5.36%. Assam 4.01%.
Nagaland 4.35%. Manipur
8.01% (This is obvious be-
cause of the situation in
Manipur). Mizoram 4.88%.
Tripura 7.03% and rural
Arunachal Pradesh 3.18%
The All-India inflation rate
was 6.83% for the period and
the highest inflation rate in
the counlty is in Rajasthan at
8.6% follow ed by Tclangana
and Haryana at 8.27% each.
However, | agree with the
editor that those responsible
for the price rise in Megha-
laya ought to be taken to task
and there is a need to regulate
the Rentier class because in
lewduh (the main market of
Meghalaya) per sq. ft rent is
Rs4 16 as o ftoday compared
to that o f Laitumkhrah which
is Rs 100. Since all past
governments have failed. 1
request the present govern-
ment to take fresh initiative
and find out waysand means
to convince genuine NGOs
with facts and figures on the
need to have a railway line
for both food and non-food
items given the high cost
of road transportation in
Meghalaya which impacts
all the consumers (including
wholesalers and retailers).
Yours cte
V.K.Lyngdoh.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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A Clinic with
a Doctor is not
Primary Care

By i\achiket Mor

Health services have tra-
ditionally i>cen understood
to be about patients reaching
aclinic, hospital ora defined
placc ofdiagnosis, treatment,
orcare. Ilowcver, unless we
feel very ill our instincts that
haveevolv:d over millennia
and were accessary for the
survival of our species pre-
disposes us to think that we
are perfectly healthy. This
includes those of us who
havea little discomfort from
what we might think of as
minorailnvnts and all those
who suffer silent diseases
that become unmanageable
health burxens over time.

As a direct result, even
in States with relatively
good health systems, such
as Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
the proporion of men who
have diabetes but are not
on treatment has doubled
over the last five years. It
has gone from 6 to 7% in
2015-16 to 12-14% in 2019-
21 and continues to rise
rapidly. In the districts of
Thiruvananthapuram and
Pathanamihitta in Kerala,
it has already crossed 20%.
Such high levelsofdiabetes,
if not urgently managed, can
triggeran cpidcmic o fblind-
ness. strokes, and amputa-
tions in these regions.

In our Northern, less
prosperoui States, despite
the bestefforts by their gov-
ernments spanning over
decades, morc than 60%
of women and children
continue to be anaemic. In
the Jamui district of Bihar.
Dakshin Dinajpur district
ofWest Bcigal. andChhotta
Udaipur district of Guja-
rat. these proportions arc
more than 75%. Such high
levels of anaemia arc as-
sociated with, among other
things, extreme tiredness,
low weigh! gain. and. most
wonryingly. poor mental de-
velopment in children across
the entire region.

Fortunately, with the ad-
vancement in our under-
standing of mcdicinc. many
high-burdot illnesses, such
asanaemia, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, and several
infectious diseases, are now
relatively easy to diagnose
with low-cost instruments
and treat with readily avail-
able medicines. Hie medical
challenges for these high-
burden diseases are no lon-
gersuch that we need to de-
pend solely on highly trained
physicians to examine us in
person andtcll us what to do
With well-defined protocols
and a dire.'t phone discus-
sion between ihe patient
and ihe physician, a reason-
ably trained health worker
can help figure out what is
needed in most eases. How-
ever. our steadfast refusal
to recognise that something
may be wrong and to follow
mecdical advice faithfully
remains ar insurmountable
obstacle

Toaddress this, countries
like Iran aid a highly rural
state like Alaska in the US
have, over the last 50 years,
entirely transformed the
way they provide primary
care to th:ir populations.
Recognising that protocols
and diagnostic instruments
in non-physicians’ hands
cando an adequatejob some
80% of the time, they have
moved physicians to the pe-
riphery and requested them
to play a supportive role.
Instead, they have assigneda
defined grcup to cach health
workeranti required them to
lake responsibility for every
group member’s complete
health and well-being.

In Iran, dtcsc health work-
ers(callcda Bchvarzin Farsi
- aperson with “beh”. good,
“varz” skills) are identified
by the loca community. The
government employs them
toserve thecommunity full-
time after giving them two
years of training. With the
help ofthese Behvarz's. Iran
has kept its disease burdens
low even in its most remote
regions. The Alaskans simi-
larly identify a Community
Ilealth Aide (CH A). train the
Aide over four four-week
modules, and require the
Aide to strictly adhere to
a Community Health Aide
Manual, a book of detailed
protocols. The CHAs have
effectively brought com-
prehensive primary carc
even to their remotest com-

munities.

To discharge their re-
sponsibility, these work-
ers first thoroughly study
the families assigned to
them and figure out what
each person needs by way
of medical treatment and
lifestyle changc. They then
track, coax, and cajole cach
person to do what is re-
quired. Hie greater the risk
exposure of the person, the
more intense the follow-up.
With this "denominator”
oriented approach, i.e., the
entire population assigned
to them and not just those
who happen to show up at
the clinic (the *numerator”),
they have successfully dealt
with these common but de-
bilitating (if left unattended)
conditions.

Even in India, there are
examples of organisations
that have shown durable hy-
pertension control using this
approach. An organisation
that has rolled this model out
in. among others, the Satara
district o f Maharashtra, has,
working with the commu-
nity. identified and trained a
group of local health work-
ers. Each health worker,
having been assigned a set
of families to serve, goes to
every home at a frequency
dictated by the family's risk
levels. In a cohort of 3900
individuals, they found
about 1,400 (35%) to have
stage 1l hypertension, of
whom 100 (2.4%) were in
a hypertensive crisis. This
mcdical emergency can lead
to a heart attack or stroke.
Using established proto-
cols and working closely
with the leant doctor, these
health workers responded as
needed with the result thal. at
the end of four months, risk
levels had comc down for
46% of those at stage Il and
70% of those in crisis.

It is becoming increas-
ingly clear that the doctor-
plus-clinic model, which is
nothing but a reduccd-form
hospital providing outpatient
services, can no longer be
considered primary carc.
Good primary carc instead
involves well-trained and
technologically equipped
non-physician providers who
consult a physician when a
prescription is needed but
are otherwise fully respon-
sible forensuring, using any
means necessary, that the
population under their cate
remains well. This approach
isequally required foryoung
women with anaemia who
refuse to take iron tablets
because they feel nauseous,
for middle-aged men who
refuse to take metformin for
theirdiabctes and walk every-
day for at least 30 minutes
because they do not feel sick,
and for women over 40 who
are too frightened to have
their breasts examined for
early signs of cancer. What
needs to be done medically
in cach case is relatively
easy lo determine, but the
real challenge is getting it
done and completing the
loop with the individual be-
ing served.

India has no shortage of
young people with high-
school diplomas willing to
serve populations assigned
to them within even tiny-
tribal communities, as the
experiences of Swasthya
Swaraj in Kalahandi in Od-
isha. a predominantly for-
ested district with a high
tribal population, have re-
vealed TrainingandofTering
them a “Community Health
Practitioner” diploma, as
Swasthya Swaraj has done
in partnership with a local
university, is the first step in
converting these available
human resources into power-
fulagents ofgood health and
well-being for entire com-
munities. Italso offers these
young people ajob that they
50 urgently need in which
they can serve their commu-
nities and even go on to pur-
sue more advanced nursing
and medical careers should
they so desire - a classic
win-win forall concerned if
ever there was one!

("Dr.Nachiket Mor is
a Visiting Scientist at The
Banyan Academy of Lead-
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