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Population, policies
POLICIES change as situations change; so too
with the present thinking on ‘readjusting’ India’s
concepts about population growth. The call by RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat for families to have three,
children, instead of the prevalent concept of two,
should lead'to a serious debate. He has stressed the
point that the present rate of population growth for
India at 2.1 would lead to’ a steady fall in people’s
numbers. Most developed nations, mainly in Europe,
ate faced with a serious fall in birth rates as the young
people there are not keen on marriage and having
children. Russia has begun offering cash incentives
to pregnant schoolgirls to boost its falling population
strength. Japan is faced with a problem of a grey-
ing population; all for the same reason. The Islamic
nations, on the other hand, are seeing a population
explosion. Muslims in India too are steadily raising

their numbers.

Some 60 years ago, India engaged itself in a
drive to control its fast-paced growth in population,
which was then in the range of 55 crore. The alleged
excesses during the Emergency in the 1970s, at the
behest of Sanjay Gandhi, when the poor were herded
to Family Planning camps and forcibly”ubjected to
vasectomy operations on them, led to an eruption of
anger. Following this, successive governments did
not care much for population control: Today, India
has theworld’s largest population numbering around
1.45 billion - a three-fold growth since the 1970s.
Conversely, the concept about population control in
China took a different turn recently—Ilong after it
imposed strict population control steps and forced
families to have no more than two children. Today,
Chinais encouraging its people to produce more chil-
dren as it is faced with a fall in the number ofyoung
people —whose energy drives national growth.

India now boasts of having the largest mass of
young people, but they are not being put to produc-
tive use. Their energies are being wasted due to lack
of production lines or employment opportunities.
China used its manpower and emerged as an eco-
nomic super power. India aspires to be a super power
buthas novisionary leadership to tap the energies of
itsworking-age population. Rather, they are fed with
subsidized ration and being turned into lazy bums.
In future, when the present large mass of youth get
older, the nation will not have the wherewithal to
feed them. In sum, the theories of Thomas Robert
Malthus and John Meynard Keynes, propounded in
the 19th and 20th centuries respectively, must be
seen, analysed and comprehended in the context of
new emerging' realities. What they had stated made;
eminent sense in their immediate contexts. That India
is celebrating its population explosion and is seeking
to stem a likely reduction in population are curious
tales. Malthus said pestilence and war were natural
ways to control population; Keynes said technologi-

Today, war is notkilling a lot; Covid-19 was checked

by technology.

Letters to the Editor

Traffic and
Beef

Editor,

*Once upon a time in the
heart of Mawlai, when foot-
paths weren't tiled yet and
Pa-Trai still loved Mei dearly,
a few witty butchers helped
Pa-leid to overlook the buzz-
ing traffic from their stalls in
‘The Main Junction’. Atone
point, a Maruti driver inap-
propriately parked his car
on the road side to quickly
buy the famous ‘Doh-Bung’
from one of the meat stalls,
blocking the trailing Blue
NEHU Elephants in the early
rush hours. Ajealcps butcher
from the other side of the
road yelled in a thick Mawlai
accent - “shna syndon da
ka siam hapdiang ...mial"
(Build your own.garage
in the middle of the road).
Red-faced, like the displayed
meat,the man returned to his
carand was never seen again.
(Source: Orally passed down
by Mother - passenger ofthe
Blue Elephant).

The words of this un-
known butcher aged like
fine ‘Tungrymbai.” All over
the city, the Government
now seems to encourage
parking on the side of the
road (limited parking lots
lately). In small-small lo-
calitiestoo, (recently in ours)
our little roads are adorned
with OFFICIAL yellow
lines meant for Parking. Al-
though roadside parking in
the Main Roads ofMawlai is
frowned upon and prohibited
(except in a few localities
like the Mawlai Nonglum
stretch nearthe Presbyterian
church), the mainroads have
now.shown signs ofextreme
exhaustion because of the
growing number of private
cars, bigger sized cars and
uneven width of the roads.
After days of research and
careful observation, these
are some of the main is-

sues noted - Phantom traffic
jam is.caused as a result of
a cab’s sudden embarking/
disembarking of, its “Your
Highness” on the side or an
SPTS bus which ironically
moves like a snail but shouts.

; ‘POLO-PB-SHAW? like an

auctioneer.

Interestingly, it can also
be attributed to the three spe-
cial needs people - ‘Basa Soh
Ljcense Holders’, the ‘Doh-
Bung Lovers’ and the day
time ‘High Lebels’- whose
peculiar skills on the road
were raising BPs and testing
patience, with their over-
taking, absent-spatial aware-
ness, no-signal sudderi stops,
;ha-ri-lajong-katba-mon’
attitude and unprecedented
U-turns; The FCI and BSF
trucks too add masalato this
spicy hotpot. A stylish Vega
helmet still over my head,
I once overheard an elderly
couple’s street banter as |
waited in line for my ‘Lam-
Jew’- “Ym lah peit sliam re
ta ki nei ki bait ki scuti te!” >
(I can’t look at these bikes
and scooters for long!). This
never-ending BEEF is an
amusing spectacle! Elderly
aunties/uncles hate riders,
riders hate car drivers, car
drivers hate deaf and blind
uncles/aunties and riders, and
pedestrians hate them ALL!

Kudos to the Traffic per-
sonnel, the Dorbar Shnong,
the stall owners and con--
cerned citizens who col-
lectively manage traffic in
the main junction. How do
they do it every day? Whis-
tling, signaling, and brewing -
witty comebacks against
sarcastic commentsthrown at
them by passing characters.
Their team work is indeed ;
a ‘Ramhah-task.” In light of

.the ever-increasing traffic

woes in and around Shillong
City, | am optimistic that the
Grant-In-Aid scheme for
Off-Street Parking under the
Meghalaya Parking Policy

To teach, or not to teach:
that is the question.

Should I just put up with
crumbling classrooms, al-
most bursting,

Or find a saner job that
,actually pays a,pension,

And leave the children to
their TikTok dancing. ,

Teacher’s Day is ap-
proaching - that one day of
the year we’re reminded that
teachers exist. For the other
3.64 days, they are a bit like
the appendix...you know
you’ve got one, but you’re
notentirely sure what it does, ,
and you only really notice'it
when it’s about to burst.

To prepare for this col-
umn, I’ve been reading news-
papers. According to them,
teachers in Meghalaya are
often seen on the streets,
which is strange. | thought
teachers were meant to be
in schools, teaching children
about things like*triangles
arid not eating chalk. At first,
| assumed this " street walk-
ing" was part of the NEP
curriculum, an extended field
trip aboutthe history ofpave-
ments and the science oftraf-
fic. I gotitall wrong, because
apparently, they’re "protest-
ing". They stand there, hold-
ing up big bits of cardboard
with words on them. This is,
| suppose, a kind of spelling
bee, where they are trying to
teach the governmenthow to”’
spell difficult words. Words
like ‘Salary’, ‘Dignity.’,,and t
the very long, complicated
sentence ‘Please, For The
Love OfGod, Give Us What
We Deserve’.

The main point of this
outdoor lesson appears to be
aboutnot getting paid, which
is a bit odd. | thought a job
was a thing where you do
work, and in return, you get

money to buy things....like :

food and aroof. But formany
teachers in Meghalaya, it
seemsto be more ofahobby.
You do the work, and in re-
turn, you get an ‘assurance’.
An assurance is like a prom-
ises you can’t eat a promise,
can you, nor can you use one
to pay the rent.

This whole situation be-
comes curioiiser," when you
read strange words used to
describe it in the papers,
words like ‘ad-hoc’ and ‘ar-
rears’. ‘Ad-hoc’ sounds like
a special kind of fish, doesn't
it....like A Haddock. Perhaps
it’s because these teachers
spend their days patiently
schooling, hoping someone

(ST 30.08.25 - Govt. Rolls
Scheme...) will startto bring
a quick reliefas we wait for

"our Hi-Tech Parking Infra-

structures. | would also like
to direct the attention of Our
Leaders/Dorbars/INGOs/resi-
dents/concerned citizens of
‘The Gateway of Shillong..".
The Guardians of the Khasi
Society’, to gear up for the
pressing issue of traffic con-
gestion that is growing day
by day in our area. Fresh
planning and blueprints are
the need of the hour.
Yours etc.,
Kyntiewborlang Kharakor
Shillong - 17

Consistency
the Essence of
Diplomacy

' Editor,
_ Theeditorial “Diplomacy,
choppy waters” (ST August
29, 2025) made interesting
reading. Absolutely, “a strain
of, consistency” is not just
“integral.to diplomacy,” it
is its operational backbone.
Consistency is foundational
in diplomacy as Amro Shu-
bair puts it, “Diplomatic
continuity is not a slogan. It
is the invisible architecture
that holds every agreement,
partnership and negotiation
together;” Without consis-
tent documentation, follow-
through and institutional
memory, diplomacy col-
lapses into scattered efforts
and forgotten promises.
When we talk of credibil-
ity and trust, states and en-
voys are judged not by what
they announce, but by what
they sustain. Consistency
signal’s reliability whether
in honouring treaties, main-
taining alliances or respond-
ing tg crises. Inconsistency
breeds doubt, erodes trust
and invites strategic hedging

By EllerineDiengdoh

will finally toss them a pea-
nut. Then there's 'arrears’,
which sounds like a serious
medical condition. “Doctor,
I’ve, got a terrible case of
the arrears,” and the doctor
would look at you sadly and
say, "Ahyes, achronic occu-
pational affliction. There's no
known cure. I'm prescribing
the standard treatment...one
verbal assurance, to betaken
on an empty stomach, fol-
lowed by an indefinite period
of waiting."

So the problem isn't the
government, it's the sky. Me-
ghalaya is called the ‘Abode
ofClouds’, so that's obvious-
ly where they've got the idea
from!. Clouds rain for free,
don't they? You never see a
cloud asking for payment.
So now teachers have to be
clouds, but for knowledge,
raining it on kids, but for no
money......and when they all
get together tod form a big,
dark, angry-looking mass in
the middle of town, the gov-
ernmentjust sOrt ofsquints at
them and hopes they’ll drift
offsomewhere else. Which to
be fair, is what | do when a
cloud looks like it's going to
be a bother. I just go in and
wait for it to stop.

The- storm however is
getting more intense,- be-
cause it is riotjust the school
teachers, the college ones,
the ones with deeper frown
lines, darker circles’ under
the eye and bigger books
are also having a go.*They
have to carry their woesto a
big, serious building called
a ‘court’. They go there to
fight for things like their ‘al-
lowances’, which had to be
'reinstated'.An ‘allowance’is
what f used to get for tidying
my room, which makes me
wonder: were'the professors
not keeping the staff-room
tidy enough? And ‘reinstated’
simply means ‘putback’, like
putting ajam jar back in the
cupboard. You then worider,
why did the government take
their jam’jar of inoney out
of the cupboard in the first
place? [ ]

Then just when you think
it can’t get any more bon-
kers; it does. Apparently,
the government, has decided
that schools and colleges,
which are already abit like a
leaky bucket in.a very, very
dry desert, have too many
’sanctioned posts', and they're

by partners. And when we
talk of transition resilience,
diplomatic teams rotate, lead-
ership changes and geopoliti-
cal context shift. Therefore,
structured continuity through

. archives, transition;files and

procedural discipline ensures
that hew actors don’t start
from zero.

The UN’s Civil Affairs
Handbook arid Security
Council reports emphasize
that documentation gover-

"nance is what keeps missions

intact through change. Then
there is another factor and
that is natrative coherence.
In diplomacy, narrative”is
power. A consistent strategic
story whether- about peace,
trade or deterrence anchors a
nation’s identity and intent.
Mixed signals (e.g., shifting
stances on alliances or sanc-
tions) weaken a country’s
narrative and invite adver-
sarial framing.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

Diplomacy,
choppy waters

Editor,

I strongly agree with
your Editorial* “Diplomacy,
choppy waters,” (ST Aug 29,

2025) which clearly captures;

the current state of India-US
relations. The tension is nota
passing quarrel but the result
o fshifting global power and
clashing interests.

The US tariffs on Indian
goo4s, especially in textiles,
mthreaten jobs and strike at
the c.ore of India’s economy.
For a developing nation,
defending industries is es-
sential. W,hile Washington
calls the tariffs a correction
of trade imbalances, in New
Delhi they appear one-sided
and unfair—forcing India to
retaliate.

The “China factor” further

not just, like, 're-evaluating'
them....oh no....they're 'do”.
ing away with them.' Their
reasoning (and this is where
it gets really clever) is that
if a boat is sinking, the best
way to stop it sinking, is to
remove the person who's
actually try ing to remove the
water.....because, obviously,
:it's the sailor's fault the boat
has ahole, not, you khow, the
hole itself. I'm just waiting
for them to suggest that the
best way to solve traffic jams
is to remove all the cars. Or,
perhaps, all the roads. That
would be* you know, quite
something!
. To understand the reality,
| spoke to those on the front

H |ines.

(Interview with anactual
School Tcacher)

Me: So, you're not paid.
Are you eating your text-
books?

Teacher: (Sighs)That's
a common misconception.
The paper is terribly dry and
low in nutrients. We tried.
The binding glue, however,
has -a surprising amount of
protein. We’re experiment-
ing. You adapt.

Me: But what about daily
expenses? Food, rent?

Teacher: My knowledge
of physics comes in handy
for fixing neighbours' appli-
ances. The chemistry teacher
makes, excellent soap and
hand sanitizer. The English
teacher hosts weddings and
the History teacher gives
guided 'Hoheymoon Murder'
tours around Sohra, We've
mdiversified:

Me: So your part-time
jobs are more reliable than
your main profession?,

Teacher: (Nods slowly,
as ifthe' motion requires im-
mense effort) The appliances -
are simple machines. They
either work orthey don't. You'
can diagnose the problem. It's

predictable.
Me: And the education
system? <

Teacher: (Stares into
the distance, as ;if trying to
recall a dream) The educa-
tion system is not a simple®
machine.....and frankly, I'm
not sure anyone remembers
where we plugged it in.
(Interview with a Government

Official in a Shiny Suit)

Me: The teachers are out-
side. Looking a bit... damp.
Why are they there? >

complicates matters. The
US wants India as a part-
ner against Beijing, yet its
protectionist stance pushes
India toward exploring closer
ties with China. This is the
tightrope of Indian diplo-
macy: neither power can be
ignored.

Domestic politics add to'
the pressure. With'its At-
manirbhar Bharat policy, the
Modi governmentmust show
independence; any conces-
sion risks backlash at home.

As yOur-editorial noted;
today’s diplomacy is not
aboutphoto opportunities but
about skill and strategy. The
present strain is not failure—
it is the cost of safeguarding
sovereignty in a multipolar
world.

Yours etc.,
* Jairaj Chhetry
Tura

Online
gambling trap
shutdown

Editor,

Nothing is more heart-
ening than the fact that the
Government of India has
now fully banned all real-
money online games, in-
cluding fantasy sports, card
games, online lotteries, and
betting platforms through the
Promotion and Regulation of
Online Gaming Bill, 2025.
Sadly, it took too long for
the government to wake up
to the adverse, consequences,
of gambling. It seeins the
government acted only after
sensingthat eventhe children
of some leaders, had slipped
into this digital gambling
trap. Anyway, countless par-
-ents and spouses of gaming
addicts must have heaved a
sigh of reliefat last!

Over the past few years,
I was shocked at how the
government permitted the
ceaseless bombardment of

Official: (Beams) Commu-
nity outreach! We're thrilled.
They're testing. our city's
public spaces. | must say,
their cardboard signs are a
fantastic, eco-friendly and
so clever.

Me: They say they need
the money to live.

Official: The funds are in
the pipeline. There are pro-
cedures. Forms to.be signed,
channels to be cleared. The
pipeline is long. Sometimes
things get stuck in the pipeline.
We are looking for a plunger.

Me: And the plan to re-
move 'sanctioned posts"? How
does that help?

Official: It's a strategic
realignment ofresources. We
are trimming the fat.

Me: Butaren'tthe teachers
the ‘'meat’, not the 'fat'?

Official: (Holds up a fin-
ger, as if silencing a foolish
child) That's a culinary dis-
tinction; From a budgetary
perspective, a post is a recur-
ring expenditure. By remov-
ing the expenditure, we sqlve
the problem ofnotbeing able
to meet the expenditure. The
logic is sound. We are making
the system more sustainable.

Me: Sustainable for
whom?

.Official: (Leans forward,
his voice dropping to a rever-
ent whisper) For the system.

So, afterall that, what’sthe
career advice for those who
still want to become teach-
ers. Simple enough, Spend
your youth, your eyesight
and your dad's* money on a
lot of expensive: paper called
‘degrees’. Inreturn, you geta
job where you inight get paid
as much as your housemaid
(if you are lucky).:And that
thesis you spentfive years ort;
that’s not for knowledge.....
that’s for burning to keep
warm in the rooni under the
school stairs you’ll have to
live in. Like the wizard boy
with the glasses.

So, you look at a teacher
now and what do you see...
you see awarning. A warning
of what happens when you
spend years standing up to
build a future for other peo-
ple’s children, while you have
to stand in apuddle to beg for
your own. And you also see
something else, something
far bleaker, written not on a
protest sign, but on the wall.
An inscription that reads:

"The hand that cradles the
chalk, is destined forever to
kneel before the hand that
holds the whip".

advertisements, for such dan-
gerous games on social media
platforms like Facebook, Ins-
tagram, X etc. Attimes, | was
even tempted to place a bet.
After all, who does not want
to make quick money? But at
the end ofthe day, the players
always lose everything they
have, while the companies
sit back and mint cash —all'
at the cost of social devasta-
tion..! presume that lakhs of
households have been ruined
by these Online games- in the
last few years. The addiction
to such platforms is nothing
short of a digital drug.

Apart from the obvious fi-
nancial loss, the “psychologi-
cal impact” ofgame addiction
is far more detrimental. Such

.obsession'invariably blots

out one’s ability to engage in
healthy creativity, innovation,
and imagination, often lead-
ing to gradual memory loss.
It kills ambition, steals inner
peace, and leaves one staring
blankly at a glowing screen.
Of course, obsession with
"anything" always spells
disaster. This current ban
might be just a legal move, a
small step forward to save so-
ciety from moral, social, and
psychological decay..Given
how netizens run riot in the
digital world without moral
discipline, there are “many
more things” that need to be
banned. Well, nature unfolds
a "fresh dawn" forusto strive
to become morally stronger. It
is not meant to be wasted on
betting on poker and jokers,
only to grow weaker — both’
morally and intellectually.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and m
contact number of the writer, m
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
_m details will be published.

wmmmmmmmmm

(six)

Importance of the
“Line of Amity”

By Dr Alex Waterman .

Jaideep Saikia’s proposal
to reframe the “Line of Ac-
tual Control” (LAC) as a
“Line of Amity” was first
put forward in a Track Il
dialogue in August 2014,,
emerging from a series of
visits to the boundary, pe-
rusal ofprimary sources, and
interviews with Indian Army
commanders operating in
the sector. The core premise
is an acknowledgement that
neither Indianor China is go-
ing to cede ground. Instead,*
Saikia proposed a semantic
refraining -replacing the
belligerent-sounding “Con-
trol” with “Amity”—not to
alter legal boundaries or even
necessarily shift de facto
realities oh the ground, but
to cultivate a more accom-
modating -mindset and soft-
en entrenched perceptions.
This reframing could offer a
way to change the narrative
around the border, paving
the way for future leaders
to engage constructively
white possibly minimising
the baggage from previous
hostilities.

Saikia revived this idea
during a high-profile webinar
on 30 August 2020, titled
“India-China Boundary:
Eye to the Eastern Sector”,
convened against the fraught
backdrop.ofthe Galwan Val-
ley clashes and‘simmering
border tensions. The webinar
included myself among 21
distinguished participants—
former Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran; ex-Home Sec-
retary G.K: Pillai, Lt. Gens.
Mukherjee, Sharmaand Ahu-
ja, Myra MacDonald and
Prof. Srikanth Kondapalli,
among others.

Perhaps a result of the
then-ongoing clashes, the
concept was met with wide-
spread critique and robust de-
bate. One participant opened
the proceedings by arguing
that a Line of Amity would
afnount to leaving India vul-
nerable to Chinese exploita-
tion, such was the deficit in
trust between the two par-
ties. Others questioned what
another “line” would offer in
an already contested bound-
ary. environment. Indeed,
even | myself,'while very
sympathetic to the power of
reframing narratives such as
the Line of Amity, wondered
how such a concept could
be employed at that specific
point in time, such was the
apparent intractability ofthe
territorial disputes between
the two parties. Others fo-
cused on the importance of
building national consensus
for any future spirit Of ac-
commodation with China
when the time came. Oth-
ers still questioned the rel-
evance ofthinking about the
India-China border dynamic
through the prism of fixed
lines in the age of drones
arid satellites, lending sup-
port to the notion of a Line
ofAmity that moved beyond
conventional thinking about
borders.

Yet while the webinar
was held during the height of
recent India-China tensions,
the webinar did present a

really valuable .opportu-'
nity to workshop the con-
cept; in Jaideep’s thinking,
later disclosed to me, if an
“academic breakthrough”
could be conceived during
the height of tensions, then
the workshopped concept-
could then flourish when
and indeed contribute to .a
“diplomatic breakthrough”
in better tirries. This insight
is quite.rare in strategic
communities, which tend
to think reactively rather
than proactively. This was
reflective of Saikia’s deep _
and long-term engagement
with the ground realities
along India’s Eastern Sector
boundaries with China.

Fast forward to the pres-
ent,day and there appears
to be such an opening for
improving relations. In Oc-’
tober 2024, the two countries *
agreed to disengage and’
restore patrolling arrange-;
ments along the Line of
Actual Control. Meanwhile,
India’s relations with the
U.S: under the Trump ad-
ministration have soured

over trade relations: among
, other issues. In that Context,
even while Chinaremains a
strategic competitor and will
continue to do so, India’s
desire to retain strategic
autonomy and its preference
'for a multipolar order gives
it a degree of flexibility
that: never completely ruled
out the prospect of at least
some degree of India-China
rapprochement. As both
;countries increasingly see
value.in at least managing
their strategic competition
and increasing cooperation
where possible, the Line of
Amity could represent one
such tool to manage this
competition and create the .
conditions for cooperation. m

The relevance of Sai-¢,
kia’s “Line of Amity” thus ;
appears .to be rising once m
more, and yet as an outside ;
observer, | was rather sur-
prised that Saikia’s concept\
had not been explicitly =
referenced and recognised §
in the public commentary ;
on this moment of India- ,
China rapprochement. If m
India’s* foremost prior-\
ity is to maintain strategic
autonomy in a fractious
multipolar, world, its poli-
cymakers would do well
to recognise and engage
with Saikia’s insights. This
could include bringing Sai-
kia and the Line ofAmity
into Track Il and Track 1.5
discussions, by-facilitating
joint lIridia-China academic
dialogues on the matter, or
by using strategic simula-
tions to explore the peace-
building potential of transT
iat ng the concept into Line
ot Amity initiatives on the
ground. Working with Saikia
on these issues would ensure
India is equipped with the,
diplomatic toolkit to thrive
inthis increasingly challeng-:
ing multipolar world.

(Dr Alex Waterman
teaches Peace Studies and
International Development
in the University of Brad-
ford, United Kingdom)



“A heart without dreams is like

a bird withoutfeathers”

Suzy Kassem
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Celebration Overdrive
EVERY single day there is some celebration
or the other in Meghalaya. Each celebration
is accompanied by music and songs. Anyone

is hunky dory and people are happy and hence
have a song on their lips at any time of the day
and night. But is that music a cover-up - anoise
creation to drown the pain of lakhs of people
who live in an abysmal state of poverty. While
a few people in Shillong city and the district
headquarters have become part of the many
schemes initiated by the ChiefMinister’s Office
alarge chunk in the rural outback are groping in
the darkness ofpoverty and inadequate access to
education and health care. Poverty means hav-
ing no access to money and also to the facilities
which the government oughtto provide ofwhich
education and health care are imperative.

; People are in such a state of penury that they
have to line up atthe houses oftheir MLASs and
MDCs to seek monetary help to meet urgent
medical expenses or to deal with other exigen-
cies. This is because the poor have no savings
forarainy day. When they can hardly make, ends
meet where is the question of saving. Yet when
there are econbmie shocks such as the sudden
death of the only earning member, the family
is thrown into disarray. Children can no longer
continue their studies and must start earning.
That’s one reason for{he. high school drop-otit
rate. About half of Meghalaya’s population is
agrarian. But even today,, the market linkage
is weak and farmers find it difficult to connect

by intermediaries. Direct connection with buy-
ers ensures farmers receive fair prices for their

There is enough research to suggest thatthose
with greater human capital such as education,

skills, training, etc. tend to be more competitive
In iVie labour market,jind, as a result, will run a

lower risk ofexperiencing poverty. But when the
youth miss out on quality education and there-
fore are deprived of the critical.human capital
they tend to do just about any job which they
are not adept at. The focus of the Government
today should be to reach out to the youth in the
rural areas. Since there is no scope of gainful
employment in Meghalaya’s villages, urban
migration has become the only escape from a
miserable existence. There is a huge workforce
ofconstruction workers butthey are listless and
lack the drive that the so-called outsider demon-
strates. Any contractor who wants to make profit
would engage local labourers as a last resort
since labour payment forms a huge chunk of
the investment in construction work. Then there
are others, mainly women who ply their trade at
tourist destinations withoutas much as atraining
to help them understand what can sell and'what
cannot. They possibly earn between Rs 200-300
a day. There is an urgent need therefore to scale
up economic activities and provide intensive
training in order to overcbhme poverty.

Letters to the Editor

United by
travails

-Editor,

It is often said that
Shillong is a divided city.
Divided by tribe, divided
by tongue, divided by faith
and divided occasionally
even by traffic jams of bib-
lical proportions. We have
become experts in recogniz-
ing our differences, cata-
loguing them with the zeal
of museum curators—this
person belongs to that com-
munity, this vote belongs
to that political party. And
yet, despite our divisions, |
am delighted to report that
Shillong has finally achieved
unity—thanks to its tireless
and impartial benefactors:
the thieves. m 1

Yes, the thieves of
Shillong stand as the city’s
last true secularists. They
neither check your surname
nor your denomination be-
fore lightening your wallet.
They do not pause to ask if
you worship in a church,
a temple, or at the altar
of Sunday karaoke. They
spare no thought for your
dialect—they are linguisti-
cally inclusive. In fact, they

seem to carry out their noble
profession with an equality of
purpose.

Ask around, and you will
discover this shared brother-
hood of victimhood. The
professor has lost his laptop,
the shopkeeper his cash, the
homemaker herjewellery, the
tourist his phone. A thousand
prayers, a thousand curses,
one united sigh. Who knew
that universal suffering could
be Shillong’s answer to the
spirit of fraternity? \

Perhaps this is what “unity
in diversity” was meant to
look like. Not through grand
speeches or unity marches, but
through the humble pickpock-
et and the bold burglar, who
reminds us, hand in pocket,
that beneath our quarrels
we stand together—empty-
pursed, but together.

Yours etc,
Shekhar Singh
Via email

A call for

, humanity and

evidence-based
action

Editor,
| write as someone who

Education is notjust about

textbooks or lectures in a ;

classroom. It also supposed,
to include a safe and sup-
portive environment where
students can thrive, develop
their skills and hone their
potentials. In reality, how-
ever, especially in a state like
Meghalaya, a significant gap
exists between the facilities
promised by schools and
what the students actually
experience. This thus raises
an important question: Who
is responsible for ensuring
that schools provide the basic

infrastructure and support’

that students deserve?

| believe in Meghalaya-,
the Directorate of School Ed-
ucation & Literacy (DSEL) is
the main government body
overseeing school infra-
structure and facilities. This
department is responsible
for implementing national
guidelines, such as those
outlined in the Rightof Chil-
drento Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
The RTE Act specifies the
basic facilities needed:

« Safe and clean drinking
water.

e Separate, clean, and
functional toilets for boys
and girls. [ I
i ,* Adequate classroom
mspace and a playground.

« A library and necessary
teaching and learning equip-
ment.
> It is the responsibility
of the DSEL, through its
district-leVel officers, to con-
duct regular inspections to
ensure compliance. How-
ever, we are leftto wonder
if these checks do happen
or if they happen,only oc-
casionally or if they even
happen at all. Ant} ifthey do,
is it announced in advance,
giving schools enough time
to, prepare, polish and hide
their flaws?

It’s a fact that many
schools in Shillong, espe-
cially private ones run by
individuals, often do not un-
dergo these checks for basic
necessities and as such things
like safe drinking water, hy-
gienic toilets, adequate space

’

hardly"exisOf'these'basics"

are ignored, then the progres-
sive needs ofstudents in this
digital age would naturally be
overlooked. For example, a
simple mobile locker system

for securely storing phones'

during school hours would
help balance discipline with
student needs. Yet, there is
little regulatory support for
such modem amenities. ’
We wonder why we lack
educational progress. How
can We not, after all with
"everything else thathas gone
Wrong inhgwwe implement
our policies, It is safe to say
thateven here, itis the same.
Wehave ignored what we are
supposed to startwith, that is,
ensuring *basic infrastructure
and facilities that- are pro-
gressive, student-focused,
and well-rognded. Another
concerning and unregulated
trend in many private schools
is the constant imposition of
fines for minor and unrea-
sonable infractions. While
discipline'is important, using
monetary penalties as the
main method of enforcing
discipline is counter-pro-
ductive. This approach does

has worked in the field of
drug rehabilitation and harm
reduction for over thirteen
years. The recent viral videos
depicting the brutal assault of
" alleged injecting drug users
are profoundly disturbing.
Such incidents appear to have
escalated following reports of
syringe stabbings. While these
mreports must be investigated
with utmost seriousness, this
cannot serve as a licence for
mob justice. If individuals
are indeed culpable, the. law

must be allowed to take its,

Course? if not, those inflicting
violence are themselves.no
less criminal.

India already possesses a
clear legal framework. The
HIV and AIDS (Prevention
and Control) Act, 2017 pro-
hibits discrimination against
people living with HIV and
those atrisk-, including people
who inject drugs (PWID). It
alsp affirms their right to ac-
cess vital harm-reduction ser-
vices such as the Needle and
Syringe Exchange Programme
(NSEP), designed to curb the
spread ofHIV and other infec-
tions. These,measures do not
condone drug use; rather, they
save lives, reduce harm, and
open pathways to treatment
and rehabilitation.

The Need
and Quality

By Roney M Lyndem

not teach students or have
any positive impact; it only
places an unnecessary finan-,
cial burden on parents. "

It is obvious that such
practices stem from outdated
disciplinary ideas among
management and it needs to
be discontinued. For fines
to remain and be justified,
an independent regulatory ¢
body should audit schools to
assess whether such fines are
reasonable and educational
or simply a revenue-gener-
ating method that fosters a
negative and punitive envi-
ronment.

Another critical issue is
the health and well-being of
the student community: This,
should be a top priority for
every- educational institu-
tion. A student’s physical
and mental health is crucial
for effective learning. Proper
medical and psychological-
support within schools is
not just a suggestion; it is
required by regulations and,
legal standards. -

m  The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE)
mandates that every school
must have a Well-equipped
medical room with a full-
time qualified doctor or
nurse. Further, the Supreme
Court ofIndia, in cases such
as Avinash Mehrotra vs-
Union of Indiai & Ors (2009),
has repeatedly stressed that
ensuring the safety and well-
being of students is‘a fun-
damental responsibility of
the school management. A
well-equipped medical room
and a qualified nurse should
be mandatory in all schools
to handle emergencies, from
minor injuries to sudden ill-
nesses. However, in our state,
such concern isregarded as a

burdento the school. Majori- m

.ty do nothave atrained nurse
and their medical room is a
joke. Even when we look at
the architecture ofthe school
building, we can be sure that
when a disaster strikes like,
fire Or earthquake, major-
ity of those tragged inside
"will probably hot come out
breathing. Health and safety
are not considered apriority
andthe authorities do not care
.either. It is also assumed that
schools would employ and
provide a trained counsellor.
Especially one trained jn the
subject of Psychology such
that they are well equipped
to handle a student/child’s
mental health problems, es-.
pecially ofthose who are still
growing and developing to
fully understand boundaries,
identity, logic, decision mak-
ing etc .A trained counsellor
is necessary also to act as a
buffer between the\Concept
of discipline and freedom
and to understand their limi-
tations and boundaries to be
able to develop themselves
asa complete well balanced
adult. A full-time trained
counsellor is essential for
supporting students faced
with many life-altering de-
cisions each day. This role
must be filled by a dedicated
professional and not as-
signed to a teacher.
A teacher’s primary role
often involves enforcing
discipline, which creates a

International evidence is
unequivocal. Portugal, since
decriminalising personal
possession of drugs in 2001
and investing in counselling,
treatment, and employment
support, has seen marked
reductions in HIV infections,
overdose deaths, and drug- -
related’crime. Switzerland
and Germany have pursued
similar strategies, combining
rehabilitation, psychological
support, and structured em-
ployment programmes — re-
storing lives whilst enhancing
public safety.

India must likewise adopt
evidence-based policies that
temper enforcement against
traffickers with compassion
for those battling dependence.
Violence and humiliation
do not eradicate drug use;
they merely drive it further
underground, placing both

users and the wider public at m
- greater risk.

We must take the higher
road; — one of humanity,
reason, and proven effective-
ness — protecting our youth,
upholding the rule of law,
and building healthier com-
munities.' :

Yours etc.,
AThangkhiew,
. Shillong

conflict of interest if they m

are also expected to act'as
a counsellor. The ethical
principles guiding a trained
counsellor do not align with
those ofateacher, leading to
potential conflicts. Students
are unlikely to feel safe con-
fiding in someone who has
disciplinary authority over
them. Professional counsel-
lors adhere to strict ethical
codes, with confidentiality

at the core. This ensures"stu-.

dents can express themselves
without fear oftheir struggles
. being used against them.
There have been cases
where intervention was nec-
essary because there are
some teachers especially in
privately owned schools,
who may lack the proper

training or have poorteach-»

ming aptitude and are usually
those who acquired the job
simply because they own
the school, are the child of
the Owner or have some
connection to the owners
and management; have used
disciplinary methods that
are questionable and inap-
propriate like publicly repri-
manding a student, throwing
personal insults or making
vague and unsubstantiated
remarks about the student’s
future, personal life and
even family. It is hence very
important that every ~chool
have atrained counsellor in-
dependent ofschool manage-
ment to be able to intervene,
and,protect the rights of the
child and act as a mediator
between the authoritative
figure and students’rights.
Another concern that par-
ents face is the fee structure
especially inprivate schools.
Asthisisunregulated, private
schools can charge, change,
and alter the structure as they
so please. Apart from fees,
..there is this habit of organis-
ing programs and concerts in
almost every, school where
.the burden of financial ex-
penses fall on the parents.
School concerts with manda-
tory tickets, drama and plays
with mandatory charges for
expensive costumes, the
knick- knack functions that
usually mean that a parent
sshould collect money, pay
money and spend money are
all unregulated and usually
involve coercion whether di-
rectly or indirectly. No parent
would want their child to feel
bad, but not all parents 'can
afford or even have the time
and energyto entertain these

voluntary coercion from the :

schools. Thus, there is an ur-
gent need for an independent
.regulatory and audit body to
address these systemic is-
sues inthe currenteducation
system and hold.schools and
their management account-
able and answerable.

This independent body
should conduct surprise au-
dits on infrastructure, health
facilities, and hygiene stan-
dards. It should review
schools’ financial practices
regarding fees and, fines.
This body would ensure that
school management is not
imposing regressive policies
or biased discipline ideas but

is instead adhering to a pro- .

gressive, student-centered

Response to
Bhogtoram
Mawroh’s
letter

Editor, . \
| write in response to the
letter by Bhogtoram Mawroh,
titled “Why Indulge in Dis-
information,” which was his
response to my. last letter
published in The Shillong
Times on August 29, 2025.
Bhogtoram in his article and
letter has been saying a lot
of things which are not true.
He even spins a false narra-
tive about the demand for a
Territorial Army by pressure
groups. | wonderwhy he made

such delusional statements.

Bhogtoram states that he is
not against the idea ofa Terri-
torial Army,lbut his entire ar-
gument is against the demand
for a Territorial Army by the
pressure groups. Meanwhile,
he stated that he’s confused
about what a Territorial Army
actually is and what the groups'
demanding itare actually ask-
ing for. If he's unclear about
:the difference between what
aTerritorial Army is and what
the groups, are demanding,

approach. It should also be
able to take action against
schools failing to provide
basic necessities and a-safe
environment for students
thereby ensuring that stu-
dents, rights are defended
and not infringed upon and
alsobe able to ensurethatthe
school management meets
high standards. :

The problem is that the
Indian education system,
follows a “one-size-fits-all”
approach. This just blindly
assumes that every child
learns the same way and at
the same pace and as coun-
sellors, werecognize thatthis
is fundamentally incorrect.

Research, such as Howard
Gardner’stheory of Multiple
Intelligences for instance,
-shows that human intel-
ligence is multi-faceted. In-
dividuals have unique com-
binations of intelligences'
including linguistic, logi-
caUmathematical, spatial,
bodily-kinesthettc, rtjusical,
interpersonal, and intrap-
ersonal. Education should
cater to these different intel-
ligences and aptitudes. How-
ever, the current system often
leaves students with multiple
talents and potentials feel'in-
adequate and unable to cope.
Therefore, many drop out,
underperform, or struggle
to adjust and fit in because
the environment does not
nurture their potential or
acknowledge their diverse
talent, forcing them through
the same narrow learning
framework and standardized
testing.

In conclusion, the educa-
tion system remains trou-
mblingly backward. It is still
tied to the outdated beliefthat
astudent’sworth can be mea-
sured by their performance
on timed exams. This focus
on exam scores discourages
imagination, critical think-
ing, and creativity. It is evi-
dent that the efforts made so
far are not progressive at all.-
In fact, the system is moving
towards mass production
of unskilled, untrained, un-
iknowledgeable individuals
who will not have a bright

m future butwill only continue

to be dependent and obedient
to a flawed system.

. True education should
empower, not constrain. We
live in an age of technol-
ogy and advancement, and a
complete overhaul is neces-
sary—from ensuring clean,
hygienic toilets to rethinking
how we assess talents and
potential to improving our
syllabus andieaming tech-
niques to empower and not
enslave. In Meghalaya espe-
cially, there is a dire need for

> an independentbody to audit

and hold schools account-

able and adopt a visionary:
approach to the curriculum

that celebrates diverse think-

ing and abilities. Every child

deserves the opportunity to!
reach their unique potential,

not be treated like potatoes.
stuffed tightly in a sack.

(The writer is a seasoned
counsellor andformer Prin-
cipal. of Nepalpara English
Mission School in Assam,
and has worked as a Coun-
sellor in both school and
college settings in Shillong.
He can be reached at ron-
eymlyndem@gmail.com).

then why is he so quick to .
jump to conclusiohs? Why is
he hesitant to meet with the
leaders of these groups and
seek clarification from them
instead of confusing the gen-
eral public by writings to the
newspaper? . u

Ih fact, the demand for a
Territorial Army in our state
is not new. This demand was
reiterated by Paul Lyngdoh, a
minister in the present gov-
ernment, recently, after some
pressure groups staged a pro-
testin Shillongunderthe aegis
of the North East Students'-
Organisation (NESO). The
demand of these pressure
groups is straightforward; to
create a Territorial Army for
the purpose ofcontrolling and
overseeing the illegal entry
and exit of people Irotn out-
side, and similarly to control
other illegal activities. It can
be part-time or permanent;
it depends on the govern-
menthow to properly arrange,
provide for, and implement
this task.

- Bhogtoram’s lament feels
like the government lacks a.
clear policy and sufficient ex-
pertise to properly implement
this project. Further, pressure
groups like the Khasi Stu-
dents' Union (KSU) have long

Truth as Our weapon;

The Youth Of Shillong

By Lyzander

- Foryears, Shillong has been
caught in a tug ofwar between
law and chaos, between order
and disorder. We are toldto sym-
pathize endlessly withthose who :

E Sohkhlet

*Seng Samla Laitumkhrah. The
organization has always stood
on the principle-of leng Skhem
ha ka llok - to stand firmly
by the truth. And what greater

occupy pavements illegally, as mtruth, is'there than this: that

though sympathy requires blind- m
ness, to legality. We are told th"t

law; matters, that, order matters,:'
that public space belongs to

to care is to condone. But wlio  #the-public* not to a few who

will sympathize with the pedes-
trian forced to walk on the road
because the footpath is gone? .
iWho will care for the elderly
who can no longer stroll safely?
Who will defend the'student
rushing, to class but trapped in a
bottleneck of makeshift stalls?
Our compassion cannot be selec-
tive, our sense ofjustice cannot
be partial. The tide is"turning,
and it is not turning in favour of
those who have -hidden for too

would seize it without right. The
Seng Samla has shown courage;;
ih standing for this principle,
despite the brickbats, despite .
the misrepresentations. And |
count myself blessed to be part.
ofthis movement, to be part of
a generation that does not bow
down to intimidation but rises'
for what is right. Let them write
their essays filled with rage .
and ego. Let them accuse us of
twisting the law, of misreading

long behind the language offear, mjudgments, the law is there for

the language of intimidation, the:"
'language ofvested interest. They
may shout, they may spread lies,:
but they are losing, losing to the
thousands of voices who have.
risenup in Shillong, losingto the :

all to see, the High Court’sdirec-
tives are pub'lic documents, the
inspection orders: are binding.
What cannot be faked is the.
sight ofthousands ofsignatures/
What cannot be fabricated isthe

will of the youth, losing to the 1 groundswellofsupport for order,”

power ofthe people who refuse
to be bullied anymore.

. They call us liars. They ac-
cuse us of ,twisting facts, of
-spreading half-truths, oT hiding
behind laws that they claim we
misread. But the more they try
to discredit us, the more the truth
shines..Because truth does not;
need'Omaments; it does not need
slogans invented in haste or fiery,
rhetoric in newspaper columns.
Truth is lived, seen,,and signed
by the, people themselves. To-
day, that truth is written not by
me, not by the courts, not even
by the state machinery, but by
thousands of men and women,
citizens, teachersi students,
business owners, spepially abled
students labelled “elitists”, who
,have signed their names,in a
petition demanding the removal
of lawless hawkers from the
streets of Laitumkhrah. The
petition that now circulates and
has been signed by thousands is(.:
,aresounding answer to the ques-
tion'of what Shillong’s people
Want. This is not the agenda /
of a few elites, as some'would
desperately like to frame it! This

is not the scheme of politicians
looking for easy headlines. This
isthe voice of ordinary citizens,.
youths, parents,- shopkeepers,
office-goers, the very pulse of
Shillong declaring enough is
enough. They want their streets ,
back, They want their city back.
The Shillong Municipal Board
has been tasked by the court
to inspect, to report, to put
numbers where there are only
claims. And that will happen.
But beyond that, something
greater has already begun: the
people themselves have decided
to reclaim agency. This petition,
is not just ink on paper it is a
declaration of a collective will.
It is democracy at its most raw,
where people speak directly,
unmediated by politicians, activ-
ists, or power brokers. And this
is why the accusations of lying
no longer bother me. When the
people stand behind you, when
signatures pour in by the hun-

for hygiene, for walkability, for
Shillong itself. Make no mis-
take: we are not just fighting a
battle over-Laitumkhrah. We are .
defining the future of Shillong.
Ifthe pavements of Khyndailad
can be reclaimed; so too can
the spaces of Laitumkhrah, and
beyond: This .is not the victory
of one place, but the awakening
ofacity. Theyouths of Shillong,
mocked so often as apathetic,-
distracted, or disengaged, are
today at the forefront of civic
;.responsibility. They are say-
ing with clarity: “We want a
Shillong that works. We want a
Shillong that breathes. We want
a Shillong that belongs to all,.
not to a few who squat without

. responsibility, endangering the

lives of many.”

The battle is being won, the.
war is insightand we will win it.
And; this war is not waged with
sticks, stones or machetes, it is
fought with petitions, with civic
engagement, with troth. That is
why itterrifies those who oppose
us. Because how do you argue
eagainst the, people themselves?
How do you discredit signatures
that multiply by the day? How
do you silence a city that has
finally found its’voice?History

.will not remember the angry es-
says that sought to slander us. It
;will not remember the slogans of
resistance cooked up to defend
illegality. Histoiy will remember
this moment as the one where .
the youths of Shillong rose to
their duty, where organizations
like the Seng Samla held their
ground, where petitions-be-
came the weapons of a peaceful
revolution. So | say this without
hesitation: we are winning. The :
real youths of Shillong are not
only winning the battle, they are
winning the war: And wherl vic-
tory.comes, it will not be mine,
oryours, or any single group’s— ;
Ht will be the people’s. Because
no matter how they accuse, no '

jmatter how they lie, no matter
how they rage, the power ofthe
people prevails. Always. | am
not afraid to say it, and | know

dreds and then by the thousands, m thousands stand with me when |

when ordinary Shillongites put
their namesto a cause, you know
you are not speaking alone. They
cantry to attackme, they cancall .
me elitist, they can question my
motives, but they cannot erase,
the will ofthe people.

I am doubly proud of The .

been united intheir opposition
to the permanent settlementof
outsiders. Many members and
leaders ofthese organizations
have faced imprisonment;
some have even lost their
lives in the struggle, against
the influx of outsiders. Since

do: the future of Shillong is not
negotiable. And we, the youth, .
will not allow it to be stolen by ;
intimidation.

(The writer is a student o fSt
*Edmund's College, BA Political
Science) Email: lyzttnedgar.co@
gmail.com

sure groups demand that the
government arm the common
people? What led him to as-
sume that our youth would
rebel against the government
or join militant groups af-
ter serving in the Territorial
Army? l.wonder why Bhog-

1979, the Anti-Foreigners »toram has such a negative

Movement has been active
in our Khasi land, where
outsiders, have asserted their
presence and clashed with
indigenous people.. If not
for the resistance, of these
organizations, along with the
common'people, our state
might have followed a similar
trajectory to Tripura, where
the indigenous population
now constitutes, only about
31%. The.demand by pres-
sure groups, for a Territorial
Army is well-founded, and-it
depends on the government
to properly implement and
manage this task.

I never called anyone a
traitor and would like to ask
Bhogtoram to refrain from
attributing fabricated words
to me that | never said. What
does he mean by saying, “l am
all for protecting our borders,
but I do not support doing ,
so through an armed militia
(which is not the Territorial
Army)”? When did the pres-

mindset and is indirectly ex-
pressing hostility toward the
pressure groups. This negative ’
mindset has caused confusion
forboth himselfand the read-
ers of his writings.

:1; suggest that Bhogtoram
instead of focusing on the
perceived negatives of the
groups' demands and creating
confusion inthe media, should
instead offer constructive sug-
gestions arid make demands
from the government if he
genuinely cares about protect-
ing our Jaitbynriew. | wonder
if he has ever thought as to
what would happen to our
community if it is dominated
by outsiders.

1 Yours etc.,
; Carmel Fedrick Malngiang,
: Sohra

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not. that of
The Shillong Times
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(GMaking mistakes is a lot better than
not doing anything.”
— Billie Joe Armstrong
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China’s olive branch
THE wheel, it would seem, has turned full circle.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi attending the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tian-
jin this week struck a friendly chord with China’s Xi
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Jinping, presumably signifying an end to a four-year-
long standoff between the two Asian, neighbours.
The tone and tenor of the engagement between the
two leaders signified both sides are eager to restore
the strained ties, which were ruptured principally by
the Chinese PLA’s unconventional offensive against
India to usurp land in Galwan Valley, eastern Ladakh.
Xi’s stress was that, “Being the world’s two most
populous nations and part of the Globa”~South, it’s
vital to be friends, a good neighbour, and the Dragon
(China) and the Elephant (India) come together.”
Modi’s take was equally affirmative - that, “Main-
tenance of peace and tranquility at the border is like
an insurance policy for India-Chinaties. Predictably,
the PM also stressed that India and China shouldjoin
hands to fight cross-border terrorism by Islamists,
,0fwhich'both the nations are “victims”.

Notably, both India and Pakistan are part of
the 10-member SCO along with Russia and some
other Euro-Asian nationsi-The* SCO summit took
place this time in the backdrop of the US tariffwar
on India as also.China,and several other nations.
China managed to browbeat President Trump and
extracted concessions, while India is caught in an
unenviable situation. Significantly, Xi attempted
to hold out an olive branch to India at this precise
hour. The Chinese leader lost no time in sending a
;confidential note to Prime Minister Modi, stressing
China’s keenness to mend its ties with India. Having
been rubbished by Trump, Modi seemed to be in a
mood to “forget the past” and break bread with Xi.
Diplomacy, despite its soft exterior, is a hard-edged
game. All options need be explored at any given
time, with an eye on the future.

Notably, in the US itself,- opinion is divided on
Trump’s tariff offensive against nations like India.
Trump’s steps have landed him in legal trouble too.
He seems tq have an axe to grind against India for
stonge reasons. The relations between India and
the US had turned cofdial gince the 1990s when
Manmohan Singh as Prime Minister made some
significant steps to court the US. America’s strong
ties with Pakistan however proved to be an obstacle
to surmount tlien and even now. Yet, the US showed
a willingness to cultivate India with the obvious
purpose of reining in China in the geopolitical re-
gion. This, in turn, ruffled'China’s feathers. China
is an untrustworthy neighbour, which repeatedly let

down India ever since the time ofJawaharlal Nehru,,

leading to a full-scale war and annexation of large
swathes of Indian-land-along the Himalayas. China
keeps being on the offensive along the northern
*border. It holds a brief for Pakistan if only to spite
India. It keeps playing dangerous games. A good
word from Xi Jinping must, therefore, be taken with
a pinch of salt. \

S Letters to the Editor

When the
Law Fails, the

ing? A few months back, |
properly reported the drug
peddling and weed-selling at
Paltan Bazar behind lewduh

Cou rageous and yet to this day no action.

. has been taken. What is the

Will Act use ofa system that records,
complaints bnl”® to bury
m  Editor, them? Why speak of law

The hypocrisy is unbear-
able. The probe is on, but
what is it probing? Not the
drug peddlers who poison
the streets. Not the addicts
who rob, assault, and even
kill for drug money. The
probe is against the very
people who stood up when
the system refused to. How
can this be justice? How
can defenders be treated as
criminals while offenders are
ignored? Authorities preach
that the public must not
take the law into their own
hands. The authorities label
it illegal, as if the law itself
matters when it is selectively
enforced. To call this illegal
while failing to enforce jus-
tice isnot law; This is blatant
hypocrisy andit is a betrayal
ofevery citizen who dares to
demand safety.

They say there are proper
channels, proper procedures,
proper systems. But where
do these channels lead? To
silence9 [bneglect? To noth-

when the law itselfis applied
selectively? And'even when'
drug addicts or peddlers are
arrested, how long do they
really stay behind bars? A
few weeks, sometimes a few
months, rarely even a year,
before they are back on the
same streets repeating the
sarne crimes. Whatjustice
isthis? What protection does
this offer the public? How
are families supposed to
feel, secure when those who
threaten them are returned

:s0 quickly to society? How

many assaults, how many
robberies, how many lives
must be put atrisk while this
cycleplays'on? Ifthe system’
cannot even keep offenders
away for good, then what-
purpose does it serve? What
is the meaning of an arrest
that changes nothing?

The selectivity is clear,
to us. For instance, the po-
lice act quickly when it
comes to modified vehicles,
tinted windows, or noisy

The Sixth Schedule is a
key feature of asymmetry,
federalism in India, also re-
ferred to as asymmetry within
asymmetry. This asymmetry
is also manifested in their
fiscal arrangement. While
the political aspects of the
Sixth Schedule and the Au-
tonomous District Councils
(ADCs) have been widely
covered over the years, the
fiscal aspects ofthese institu-
tions remain underexplored.
This is a significant gap,
as understanding the fiscal
policy, revenue generation,,
and expenditure patterns of
ADCs (ten such councils in 4
states) is crucial to evaluating
their governance efficacy and
impact on devolved func-
tions.

Limited Role of Finance
Commissions: The Finance
Commission plays a critical
role in recommending fund
transfers from the Union
to States and local govern-
ments. However, ADCs have
received sporadic attention
from successive Finance
Commissions. Notably, in
the Finance Commission
purview, the Sixth Schedule
remains part of the areas.,
excluded from the provi-
sions of the 73rd and 74th .
Constitutional Amendments.
The 13th Finance Commis-
sion recommended, grants
of Rs. 1,357 crores for the
excluded areas, whereas the
14th Finance Commission
did not allocate grants to
these areas. However, the ;
15th Finance Commission
provided grants for these
areas! An evaluation of the
finances of different states

.by successive commissions

provides only limited in-
sights into the finances ofthe
ADCs. Thisnarrow coverage
o.f ADC finance under the
Finance Commission stud-
ies and other reports shows
the gap in understanding the
finances ofthe ADCs. -
Revenue Challenges and
Deficiencies in Accounting
and Auditing: ADCs pos-
sess constitutional authority
under the Sixth Schedule to
mobilise and utilise financial
resources for devolved func-
tions. In addition to shared’
revenue from the state gov-
ernment, ADCs also receive
grants in aid for undertak-

'ing different state govern-

ment schemes. Yet, multiple
studies identify, common
challenges in revenue mo-
bilization and expenditure.
A common thread found in
these studies is the low own
revenue generation, the high
dependency of ADCs in the
transfer from state govern-
ments and a high propor-
tion of-revenue expenditure
heads, including salary and
administrative costs;

* The ADCs also have an
underdeveloped system of
accounting, and financial
reporting, Different ADCs .
follow different account-
ing practices, although'the
CAG suggested a uniform
accounting system in 1977.:
Compared to the accounting

exhausts. That is something
they can do with confidence
and speed. But where is the
same urgency for drug abuse
and peddling? Why is the
full force of the law thrown
at people with modified
bikes and cars while drug
dealers walk free?. Whyi,is it
easier to harass the harmless
than to confront the danger-
ous? Why do the authorities
only enforce the law when
it is easy for them? And
while they look away, fear
spreads. Families are left to
wonder when addicts will

strike again. Communitiesm

live with the. threat of being
robbed, assaulted," o.r even
killed by those desperate
for drug money. How long
should the public remain
silent? How long should par-
ents fear for their children’s
safety? How long should
citizens wait for protectors
who refuse to protect?

This is why vigilantism
rises. It does not come from
chaos but from abandon-
ment. When the law turns
its back, the people have
no choice but to stand' up.
Should they simply allow
drugs to destroy their com-
munities? Should they stay
passive while their safety
and the safety of children

: A Fiscal Reform
for the Sixth Schedule

By Sumarbin Umdor

system introduced in the
Panchayats and Municipali-

ever, this resource pool had
not been fully tapped by the

ties, their accounting prac- " ADCs due to their failure to

tices have notundergone any
significant transformation
over the years. All theADCs
use a cash-based single-
entry system for transactions.
Comparatively, Panchayats
also use a cash-based single-
entry system, whereas mu-
nicipalities are suggested to
use an accrual-based double-
entry system. Most ADCs
differ in terms of the clas-
sification oftheiraccounting
heads, Whereas Panchayats
and Municipalities ,have a
simplified classification into
three heads. While the inter-,
nal audit mechanism varies
across ADCs, the. internal
audit in Panchayats and Mu-
nicipalities is designated to
the State Audit Agency under
the supervision ofthe CAG.
The external audits forADC,
Panchayats and Municipali-
ties are all done by the CAG
of India. , N :
Issues of Accountability
and Direct Funding: There
have been issues ofaccount-'
ability in the finances of
ADCs. Reports of corruption
and mismanagement offunds

submitutilization certificates
on time.

Another gap in resource
sharing is that the ADCs
are considered rural local
governments, although there
are provisions for the ar-
rangement of town commit-
tees in the Sixth Schedule.
Therefore, there isno mecha-

nism of resource sharing

with town committees ofthe
ADCs for urban develop-
ment as they are not a part
of the municipalities under
the 74th Amendment of the
Constitution.

Reforming ADC Finances

To improve the financial -

health and accountability
mechanisms of the ADCs,
several key reforms are nec-
essary. ADCs must augment
their own tax and non-tax
revenue collection, including
from sources such as profes-
sional tax and other local
levies. At the same time,
thereis aneedto reorient ex-
penditure patterns.— shifting
away from high spending
on revenue heads like sala-
ries arid administration, and

- “The audit ofADCs by.the CAG oflIndia

is not being done regularly due to thefailure

ofthe councils tofurnish necessary documents
to the auditors. It has also been observed

. that the grassroots-level bodies under the
ADCs have notformalised the accounting

and auditing mechanism, unlike their

Panchayats counterparts, which have a model

accounting system and onlineportalsfor
m accounting and auditing.”

are also found across ADCs
of different states over the
years. The audit of ADCs
by the CAG of India is not
being done regularly, due to
the, failure of the councils to
furnish necessary documents
to the auditors. It has also
been observed thatthe grass-
roots-level bodies under'the
ADCs have not formalised
the accounting and audit-
ing mechanism, unlike their
Panchayats counterparts,
which have amodel account-
ing system andgmline portals
for accounting and auditing.
ADCs do not receive di-
rect transfer from Finance
Commissions in terms of
Grants in Aid. The funds
received'by the ADCs from
the Centre are transferred
through the state govern--
ment. This has led to a de-
mand for direct funding by
different ADCs. In 2015, the
NITI Aayog recommended
one-time assistance of Rs.
1000 crore to the ten ADCs
that had been sanctioned
through the-Ministry of Fi-
nance. This had been the
most significant transfer the
ADCs received in recent
years from the Centre. How-

is ripped apart? Vigilantism

is not a rejection ofthe law.

No. Itis a desperate reaction

to a law that is absent and

yet, instead of recognising '
this truth, the. authorities

attack the'very people who ,
defended their communi-

ties. They praise procedure

while, punishing courage.

They condemn vigilantism

while ignoring the failures

that created it. What kind

ofjustice protects the guilty -
and strikes the innocent?;
What kind of system probes

defenders while shielding

dealers?

If vigilantism exists, it is
because the authorities have
failed to do their duty. If
anger spreads, it is because
trust has already been bro-
ken. If the people rise, it is
because they have been left
without protection. Until
the police confront the drug
menace in Meghalaya with
the same energy they waste
on petty fines, every word
they speak will remain hol-
low. Every condemnation
will remain hypocrisy. Every
probe against the people

will remain proof of their .

failure.

| speak out because | ex-
ercise my freedom ofspeech
land expression guaranteed

channeling more resources
toward capital formation and
development projects.

This -reallocation can be
achieved .by enforcing .fis-
cal discipline ar\d curbing
gratuitous and non-essential
expenditures. A successful
restructuring of, expenditure
would enhance the role of
ADCs, allowing them to
function not only as custo-
dians of tribal culture' and
identity butalso as drivers of
grassroots development,:

The 16th Finance Com-
mission recommendation
could play a critical role in
this transformation by link-
ing financial transfers to
ADCs with their tax effort
and expenditure reforms.
Such an approach would in-
ccntivize improved revenue
generation and responsible,
fiscal management, thereby
strengthening the institu-
tional capacity of councils
in the long run.

The devolution of re-
sources to the, ADCs should
be subjected to utmost ac-
countability and transpar-
ency. The council accounting
methods had been revised
partially by the Comptroller

under the Indian -Constitu-
tion. | use thisright to ex-
pose the truth, to challenge
hypocrisy, and to demand
accountability,and | will not
apologize for it. When the
law. abandons its duty and
protects the guilty while
punishing the brave, it is
not only my right but my
responsibility to raise my
voice. Speaking the truth
is not a crime. Remaining
silent in the face of failure
and injustice would be far
worse. '
Yours etc.,
Mebaphylla Rymshon,
Viaemail.

Of reckless
driving

Editor,

Through the columns
of your esteemed daily, 1
would like tb draw the kind
attention of the concerned
authorities and the general
public towards the issue of
reckless motor-cycles driv-
ersffrom Mawlai to Bhoi
every Sunday This.leads to
frequentaccidents. Reckless
drivers‘drive their motor-
cycles at high speed and
don’t seem to care about

mMid Auditor General (CAG)
which introduced the revised
listofMajorand Minor Head
for the accounting system
for the Tripura Tribal Area
Autonomous District Coun-
cil and the Bodo Territo-
rial Council. To strengthen
the CAG's effort towards
this, technical inputs from
specialized bodies like the
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India may be
sought for preparing ac-
counting manuals for all
the councils. By, allocating
resources for this purpose,
the 16th Finance Commis-
sion could start accounting
reforms in the ADCs which
have been an ongoing pro-,
cess in the Panchayats and
Municipalities. Progress in
the implementation of ac-
counting reforms and regular
furnishing of accounts for
audit could be further used
for allocating performance
grants to the ADCs.
Another critical area
where the ADCs’ finances
need reformation is found
in the design of transfer to
urban towns and village local
governments.. While there are
provisions forthe town com-
mittees in the Sixth Schedule

mand several towns are found

in the ADC areas across
the states, the resources,de-
volved to the councils at the
grassroots level so far have

‘.been part of the grants to

the rural localbodies for the
Panchayats only. The 16th
FC could reform this .by
recognizing the existence

mof urban and rural areas in

the Sixth Schedule areas
and designing the transfer
mechanism accordingly.
Finally, one of the key
steps in enhancing the pro-
cess of fiscal transfer to
ADC:s lies in their inclusion

" inthe Terms of Reference of

the next Finance Commis-
esion. As previously men-
tioned, this is'nianifested in
the irregular and sporadic
transfer to ADCs as parts of

‘excluded areas; by different

commissions over the years.
Including ADCs in thetrans-
fer ofresources as a separate
constitutional, local: govern-
ing body will be helpful for
their smooth operations.

The fiscal empower-
ment of ADCs is mtegral to
strengthening their role not
just as custodians of tribal
identity and autonomy, but
as active agents'ofgrassroots
development. Addressing
the current lacunae in fiscal
transfers, accounting prac-
tices, and transparency will
pave the way for more ef-
fective governance in India's
Sixth Schedule areas.

(This isan extractfrom an
article title Fiscal Aspects
o fthe Sixtti Schedule'by the
author and his PhD student,
Dr. K Vantalhruaitluanga,

published in the Economic.

Jand Political Weekly in Au-
gust 2025, and was,part
of the presentation by the
author to the Chairman and
Members o fthe 16th Finance
in May 2024)

their own lives and that of
others as well; Accidents
have become aregular news.
Most drivers couldn’t care
less abouttheir driving .They
don’t follow traffic rules
.Traffic Police are inactive..
Under-aged youngsters drive'
motorcycles without a driv-
ing licence; they have no
know ledge of traffic rules.
Hence urgent steps should be
taken on reckless drivers.
Under-aged drivers
should be punished. The
Government should take
speedy action on this mat-
ter. They should make strict
traffic rules that every person
should follow. Licenses
of all should be checked
regularly so that under-aged
people arernot allowed to
drive and if caught they
should be made to pay a
heavy penalty.
Yours etc.,
Hilariiis Umdor,
Via email

New vision for
India-China
engagement

Editor, m .
On September 1, 2025,

Bob’s Banter

Second Fiddle

to Play the

By Robert Clements'

There's a reason why the
violin isthe star in an orchestra.
She’s slim, elegant, gets the
limelight, and squeals at the
highest pitch. But tucked right
beside her, in the shadows,
sits the viola.-Slightly larger,
slightly heavier, and always
called the “second fiddle.”
Nobody claps.for her. Nobody
asks for her autograph. Nobody
even remembers her face. But
without'her, the violin sounds
,hk;e a Bollywood hero singing
in the bathroom—full of pitch, '
but lacking in depth!

And so | often wpnder—
what about those who play
second fiddle in life? How do
they feel?-Do they resent- the
applause going elsewhere?
Or do they smile, knowing
that while the frontman struts,
they hold the rhythm, the har-
mony, and sometimes, the real
power? V--

To clear, my doubts, | decid: -
ed to interview India’s biggest
Second Fiddle. Now, don’t ask’
me how | gotthe appointment—
itwasn’t through a secretary or
PA. You don’t need one when
the boss doesn’t even know
you’re running the show!

"Sir,” | began reverently,
notebook in hand, “how do you-
keep playing second fiddle?” _

'He leaned back, his bald
head tilted a bit, his eyes eva-
sive and clever as a faintsmile
played on his lips, and whisn
pered: “By making the first
fiddle think 1’'m playing sec-
ond fiddle. The trick, my dear
friend, is to lethim believe he’s
conducting the orchestra, while
I’m tuning the strings, writing
the notes, and deciding which
audience to play for."

“Don’tyou ever feel tempt-
ed to take penter stage?” |
asked.;:

He chuckled, “Why would '-.

1?7 The spotlight blinds you,
the microphones catch every
wrong note, and the:cameras
follow your every frown. Me?
I stay behind, and while the
great maestro hugs the wrong
people on foreign stages, |
quietly fiddle with the home-
keys—lock away, freedoms,
keep Manipur burning, open
and. shut internet connections
like a switchboard operator,
and yet, no one accuses me of
being the lead violinist! Isn’t
that bliss?”

1 nearly dropped my pen.
“So, you enjoy being a second -
fiddle?”

“Enjoy?” he laughed. “It’s
paradise! Imagine being invis-
ible but indispensable.. When
people cheer the first fiddle,
i bow with him. When they
boo, I vanish into the shadows.'
Who wouldn’t want ajob like
this?” B T T

| thought back to the usher
who found a seat for two boys
in a crowded revival tent in
Charlotte, North Carolina, in
1930. One of those boys was
Billy Graham, who went on to
preach to millions. That usher,
;a perfect second fiddle, never
got his name in lights, but with-
out him, Graham might have
walked away. That was second
fiddling, at its noblest.

But here was a very differ-

butdissonance. Not support but
Sabotage. And | wondered—
how many second fiddles in
our nation are actually playing
their own secret symphonies
while the first fiddle struts in
borrowed spotlight? _

"Sir,” | asked cautiously,
“doesn’tyour conscience ever
prick you?” '

“Conscience?” he replied,
stroking an imaginary viola.
“That’s forfirstfiddles"! They’re
the ones who must look noble
gn the .front-pages. Me? My
job is to keep the background
score running, even if the tune
is out ofkey.” ,

| walked away from that
interview, notebook heavy with,
revelations and heart heavier'
still. Because | realized that

(in our country, playing second

fiddle has taken on anew mean-
ing. Once it meant sacrifice,
humility, and service—like that
usher in Charlotte. Today, it
means sly maneuvering, silent
plotting, and fiddling’away
while the house bums.

And maybe that’s why we
citizens feel the heat. The first
fiddle waVes, beams, and hugs.
The second fiddle tightens the
screws, pulls the strings, and
calls the shots. Together they
make music, yes—but it often
sounds more like a dirge than a

. symphony.

Still, the lesson remains:
Second fiddles shape history."

.Sometimes for the'better—

when they support without ego,
When they harmonize without
stealing the tune. And some-
times forthe worse—when they
use their shadowed place to
twist the melody of a nation. :

So, dear reader, ifryou
find yourself playing second
fiddle—at home, at work, in
politics, or even in your hous-'
ing ,society—ask yourself: Are
you providing harmony or are
you quietly rewriting the score
foryour own pleasure? Are you
holding the tune together, or are
youjust fiddling while Rome—
or Manipur—bums?

Because make no mistake,
the world is full of second fid-
dles. The parent who sacrifices
dreams so their child can shine.
The colleague who supports the
boss without seeking credit.
The friend who keeps quiet so
another can grab the mic. These
are noble fiddles. But there are
also others—the ones who pull
strings from the back row, who
make sure their tune dominates
even when the conductor isnt
watching. ' ,

As for me, I’ve decided
there’s no shame in being, a
second fiddle. Butthere is great

eshame in being one who plays

only for himself.

' Because the true second
fiddle knows this secret: The
sweetest music is not in who.
gets the applause, but in wheth-
er the orchestra plays on, while
ours plays only for himself,
and most everybody thinks
the wrong notes are made by
the first fiddle all the time,
as its happening now in our
country..!" ,

You can requestfor Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements, as a
daily column onyour whatsapp

ent second fiddle—one who - bysending himyour name and.

had turned the art into a science
of manipulation. Not harmony

The Shillong Times carried
a thought-provoking article
by Dr. Alex Waterman titled
“ Importance ofthe Line of
Amity.” In it, he offers a
refreshing and deeplyhuman
perspective on the India-
Chinaborder issue. Inspired
by Jaideep Saikni, Waterman

phone number oh bobsbanter@
gmail.com..

ple connections. Yet, as he
reminds us, eventhe smallest .
steps have the power to spark
profound change, |, i
Intoday’s global climate-
-where wars rage in several
regions, mistrust deepens
between nations, and fear of-
ten overshadows goodwill-

urges us to fe-imagine the m the idea of a Line of Amity

boundary not.as a ‘Line of
Control’ marked by suspi-
cion and hostility, but as a
‘Line of Amity’ grounded
in trust, cooperation, and
shared humanity.

This vision challenges
the conventional notion of
borders as barriers. It asks
us to see our neighbours not
as rivals across a frontier
but as partners bound by
comirion geography, history,
and aspirations. Borders
are more than just lines on
maps—they shape the daily
lives of millions who yearn
for peace, dignity, and op-
portunities for a brighter
future.

« Waterman acknowledges

that achieving such a trans-
formation will not be easy.
Genuine trust cannot be built
overnight. Symbolic ges-:
tures must be matched with
real actions:jointinitiatives,
cultural exchanges, open
dialogue, and people-to-peo-

shines as a beacon of hope.
If such a vision were rea-
lised, borders could become
bridges of understanding
rather than scars ofdivision..
Soldiers would stand not as.
rivals in arms but as guard-
ians of harmony. Nations
would compete in'innova-
tion, culture, and human
progress instead ofhostility.
Childrenwould grow free of
inherited fear, discovering
the joy of friendship across
frontiers. BT
(The Line of Amity may
begin as an idea, but pursued
with patience and sincerity,
it could become ,a lasting
legacy of peace for genera-
tions to come.

Yours etc.,

Jairaj Chhetry,
Tura _

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Urgent Need for Land Use Policy

IN
of Agriculture prepared a “National Land Use Policy

(NLUP) Guideline and Action Points” after intensive
deliberations. The Policy framed suitable legislation
and sought for its sincere enforcement by inserting
terms such as imposing penalties by any violation. Un-
fortunately, the Policy never took off. This Policy was
revived in 2023 and outlines a frameworkfor sustainable
land and water resourcebmanagement. The Policy seeks
to enhance land productivity, prevent degradation, and
ensure the coordinated use ofland atvarious levels. One
core principle of the NLUP is the sustainable manage-
ment of soil and water resources to ensure that these
critical resources are available for future generations
while meeting the needs of the present. This principle

ing, and the efficient use of water through techniques
like drip irrigation.

Since.Agriculture is a state subject, the NLUP has;
remained only a guideline. Meghalaya has never con-
sidered it necessary to have a Land Use Policy despite
evidence of land degradation which affects agricultural
productivity and environmental health. Ifthe State had
legislated'for a Land Use Policy (LUP) it could have
done better to prevent land degradation by promoting
.participatory soil conservation practices, preventing
deforestation, and encouraging afforestation. Not much
has been done to improve land productivity where the
top soil is washed offby heavy rainfall. As a result, agri-
cultural productionhas not improved. Effective land use

District Councils and traditional institutions should be
partofthe consultative process. As oftoday, factoriesare
set up on agricultural land as has happened in Bymihat
and it has become an accepted practice.

Todaythe afforestationand reforestation programmes
arenotimplemented systematically and the community
is seldom involved. In East Jaintia Hills alonethere are
26,000 abandoned rat hole mines that have not been
reclaimed. Reclamation of abandoned mines is also an
importantaspect ofthe Land Use Policy and eco-restora-
tion. In September 2024 the Central Mine Planning and
Design Institute Ltd( CMPDI) had visited Meghalaya
to engage in mine reclamation but nothing was heard
thereafter. This is due to the absence ofgood governance
where we have the right laws on paper butimplementa-
tion remains a distant dream. Good governance means
creating, a system.where transparency replaces secrecy,
accountability replaces impunity, and genuine progress
replaces empty promises. Last year the India State of
Forest Report 2023 (ISFR 2023) reported that between
2021 and 2023 Meghalaya recorded a loss 0 84.07 sq
km offorest. The report did notattribute a specific cause
for this reduction, but deforestation in the region is often
linked to human activities, rampant mining, agricultural
expansion, infrastructure development, and settlement
growth. The rural areas of Meghalaya are experienc-
ing large scale deforestation due to rampant quarrying
without any eco-restoration plans being followed. The
elected MLAs ought to be thinking beyond their 5-year
termand have avision for Meghalaya fifty years hence.
Else as scientists have warned Meghalaya is fasfheading
towards desertification with 42% less rainfall this year.
A Land Use Policy is imperative!

1 Letters to the Editor

Felicitation "dents, we can foster a culture
ofgenerosity and community

OfAlQ- Neet spirit among our youth..
= Yours etc.,
Qua“fled Nanie withheld on
Students request,
Editor, Via email

Through this letter | wish
to draw the Kind attention of
>the State Govemmeht and
esteemed NGOs who felici-
tate meritorious students. A
notable category ofstudents,
who excel in one of India's
most challenging exams,
NEET-UG, deserves special
recognition. These students
not only achieve remark-
able scores bilt also demon-
strate altruism by donating
seats to fellow batch-m.ates
with relatively lower scores,
since they themselves have
qualified for the All India
Quota(AlQ) through MCC
counselling.

| urge the Government
and felicitating organiza-
tions to acknowledge and
appreciate these students'
selfless contributions. This
recognition would encour-
age more students to qualify
for All India seats, alleviate
the Government's burden,
and help fulfil the dreams
ofaspiring medical students
with lower scores who can-
not afford private medical
college seats.

Particular appreciation'is
due to tribal students who
qualify from the unreserved

Metal Music:
An Uncharted
Territory

Editor, ,

Metal music has long
carried a taboo globally, and
also in India where Bolly-
wood melodies have ruled.
In the North East as well, the
majority still perceive metal
genres negatively, especially
religious communities.

The misunderstanding
may be due to its loud sound,
dark imagery, and theatri-
cal style, which often make
it seem, rebellious or even
demonic. But much:of this
(from what I"could find out)
is only a facade. Beneath
the growls and heavy riffs
lies a genre that speaks with
surprising honesty. And for
beginners, some meta] sub-
genres are not even dark
at all. For example, many
symphonic metal bands have
women as the lead vocalist,
and often they include or-
chestral elements that sound
very much like a church
choir, coupled with epic
fantasy lyrics that speak of

category, showcasing excep- the triumph of Good over.

tional merit and dedication, EVil- This is perfect for the
BA/Aec”gnizing~hesenstu~ real-world longing, for the

A news headline on Sun-
day, (ST Aug 24,2025) head-
lined “Smart City’ Shillong
Smart City’ Still in the mak-
ing: Public; unimpressed”
seems to have ignited a
spark of interest in the minds
of Shillong’s usually. |
couldn’t care less” attitude
towards what’s happening to
this city. True the ST carried
out a tiny sample survey but
lets not belittle the effort.
At least an endeavour Was
made to test the Waters and
the results were far from
encouraging. People were not
impressed by the progress,
though the Smart City Project
has been in.the offing ever
since 2004.

So What’s a Smart City?
Rudi Warjri in his article
“Shillong City : Partially
Smart, Never Really Smart”
(ST Aug 26,2025) had enun-
ciated that the/objective of
the projectwas to transform
Shillong into.a sustainable/
liveable, and digitally-en-
abled urban center, focusing
on improving core urban in-
frastructure like smart roads
and transport, ensuring clean
ewater and advanced waste
management, fostering tour-
ism with intelligent safety
and green spaces, and le-
veraging the city's strategic
location and cultural heritage
to enhance quality of life
and economic development.
Smart City or not, the above
seems quite a rational and;
sensible desire for every
growing metropolis. This
sensible desire however de-
pends greatly oil the follow-
ing. (a) A vision, foresight
or a-plan-of-action towards
such an objective (b) a po-
litical will to carry forward
such a visioii (c) citizens
participation and enthusiasm
in the implementation of the
Vision (d) time tested institu-
tions to implement, manage
and sustain the'vision. So'
the pertinent question to ask
when we discuss Shillong’s
welfare and well-being is
~ do the above four condi-
tions for a 21st century city
exist as far as Meghalaya’s
capital is concerned? A hard
realistic look at ourselves is
required. Lets try and sec if
this is possible.

Meghalaya was created
in 1972. Based on more than
53 years of mismanaged
governance one is forced to
conclude that perhaps aside
from the demand for political
autonomy as a Hill State, oth-
er imperatives of statehood
were forgotten or ignored.
Social and economic factors
for the new state never came
under the scanner. Funds was
never an issue as we were
confident thatthe doles from
Delhi would never cease and
would suffice.-Governance

good society we all wish to
see. So where is the demonic
in this? o

~ Unlike mainstream songs
that celebrate love or glam-
our, metal lyrics often deal
with real struggles such as
depression, injustice, loneli-
ness, and identity. For lis-
teners, this raw truth feels
relatable. Far from spreading
negativity, this type of music
acts as a release.’What may
soundaggressive to outsiders,
often gives fans a sense of
peace, helping them confront
emotions rather than hide
them. What if it is, in fact, a
form oftherapy in the world
of noise created by the ram-
pant negativity in our society
today? ;

Our very own North East
is already a bedrock ofmusic,
both traditional and Western:
Shillong in particular, of-
ten called the “Rock/Music
Capital of India,” has .given
rise to metal bands that go
beyond mere viral entertain-
ment. Their songs speak out
against social evils, corrup-
tion, ethnic identity, and even
political matters.-They have
taken up issues that neither
the celebrated artists of the
2000s northe current wave of
love-song artists have cared
to address. In doing so, these
bands have carried a sense of
responsibility towards our
society, proving that metal
music can be both power-
ful and meaningful. This is
something our region can
truly be proud of.

s take for a better Shillong

By TokiBlah

was an issue we believed
would automatically come
automatically as we trudged
along. The years have proved
us wrong and this is never
more evident than what hap-
pened to the “Scotland ofthe
'East”. None of our so called
#Hill State Leaders” had a
clue abouturbangovernance;
nor did they give ahoot. This
is reflected from the fact
that statehood found us with
only the Depatment of Mu-
nicipal Administration. The
threat ofpolitical rivalry froni
smart and sligk city based
ward commissioners prob-
ably caused the Government
to discontinue with Ward
Commissioner elections from
1973 till till date. The greatest
loss of Shillong however is
the absence of Civic Rep-
resentatives and as a conse-
quence the downhill slide
ever since of a universally
accepted Urban Managing
Institution called an Elected
Municipal Board.

Then came 1993 with, its
74th Amendment and the
colossal funding for Urban
Infrastructure Development.
Something Shillong desper-
ately needed and still needs.
‘We missed that bus and con-
tinue to do so because ofthe
absence ofelected Municipal
Representatives; Somuch for
the 1st condition mentioned
at (a) above - a vision, fore-
sight or a-plan-of-action for
our beloved city.

In the"absence ofa vision
perhaps ‘Political Will’ could
have served its purpose. So
do we have the political
will towards better urban
governance for Shillong?
Doubtful! It geeded a 1999
Supreme Court directive,
after 26 lbng years, for the
first Municipal Elections to
be announced. As everyone
knows it failed and the-rea-
sons are not hard to find. By
.1991-92 the MLA schemes
were being implemented in
'full swing: The MLA saw in
itthe long sought opportunity
to win over and influence
our fiercely independent and
autonomous Dorbar Shnong
through distribution of free
unaccountable public mon-
ies. To say that these political
hopes have succeeded be-
yond expectations is to state
the obvious! In the process a
deliberate political strategy
was also pushed and this was
to discourage the Dorbar, as
far as possible, to look be-
yond its respective MLA. If
MLA patronage w&s to con-
tinue, dorbars were discour-
aged to look beyond the help
of their respective MLAs.
Ward Commissioners 'arid
the development funds they

To end this note, we must
understand that metal music
is not a path of, or to, evil,
but simply a strong way
of expressing light through

.struggles. Therefore, it is

time for the general public to
look beyond the stereotypes
and recognise it for what it
truly is. May this also encour-
age existing band members to
never let go oftheir beautiful
craft. After all, it feels better®
when music sounds chaotic
yet true, rather than being
glamorous and softjustto suit.
the uninformed.
. Yours etc.,
Sunrise Pohtam, M.Th,
. Via email

A Call for Fairness
in MPSC Results
for Animal
Husbandry &
Veterinary Officers

Lditor, m ;

Through your esteemed
newspaper | wish to voice
th*e deep sense ofdisappoint-
ment and frustration felt by
many regarding the recently
mdeclared',MPSC interview
results for the postofA.H. &
Veterinary Officer on August
28,2025.

For years* several can-
didates have been serving
the Department tirelessly on
3F and contractual appoint-
ments, working iri farms,
dispensaries, and district
establishments under Chal-
lenging conditions. They

) o _

might bring in because of
Direct Funding was a direct
threat to the political fortunes
of Assembly aspirants. What
better strategy than to make
Dorbars oppose Municipal
' Elections. .

The Dorbars through their

Rangbah Shnongs'swallowed
: the baithook, line and sinker,
Petty piecemeal, Shnong
specific development was
introduced. The larger, more
complicated task of city in-
frastructure development
such as better rolds, im-
proved lighting, advanced
IJpublic transport systems,
5 parks and playgrounds; im-
proved markets;; enhanced
24x7 water supply,, cheaper
and more accessible public
health care arid housing for
the poor were rejected. So
much for political will!

Coming to the third point
we ask, “Do Shillong citi-
zens have enthusiasm and
the desire to participate for a
better metropolis to live in?”
The answer, for all practical
purposes, is/‘blowing in the
wind.”Unclear, vague, vacil-
lating , indecisive - typical
Khasi reaction that stems
from lack of education and
self confidencel'Yes, another
nail on the education coffin!
| have yet to see people of
the city come together to
demand'for the civic ameni-
ties mentioned above. Have
youths ever come togeth-
er to demand playgrounds
for themselves? Never, but
perhaps they have better
stimulating demands in mind..
Everheard of women, come
together to demand "better
schooling for their children;
better healthcare for them-
selves; improved and nearby
markets for their shopping?,
Their refrain - “Lehrairi phi
ioh shah peit khmat,” mean-
ing we can’t come forward
lest we are marked. Again
lack”ofleadership and un-
sure of their rightsr. So who
then speaks for-the people of
Shillong as a whole? Nobody
lam afraid.

The Rangbah Shnongs,
are so preoccupied with their
own self-importance; their
own legal identity crisis,
(which by the way both the
Government and KHADC
have refused to endorse);
their usual grievance ofbeing
recognised only when Govt
"encounters a crisis, that they
hardly have the time nor the
energy to speak on behalf
of the public of this city.
The Dorbars have singularly
failed to realize thattheir real
strength as Traditional Vil-
lage Institutions is by coming
together as a united Urban

*Force. They fail to see that

had hoped that their years of :

. experience, and dedication
would be valued when the
time for regular recruitment;
arrived. Sadly, the results tell
a very different story. '

The entire selection pro-

cess was conducted only
through apersonal interview,
omitting a written examina-
tion. While this intent should
have benefited those already
working in the Department,
.the outcome has {turned out
to be just the opposite. Many
candidates with little or no
practical experience — some
who only completed their
degree a few months ago —
have beeri selected, while
those/who have served the
Government faithfully for
years have beenjeft out. m

Adding to the pain, candi-
dates with strong academic
merit, even Gold Medal-
ists, toppers from different
colleges, Masters degree
holders were not selected.
And among the selected
candidates, those with years
of experience and good aca-
demic score were ranked
lower, while candidates With
backlogs, supplementary ex-
ams, or very low GPAs were
ranked higher.

What is most dishearten-
ing is that the Department
had earlier recommended
giving priority to in-service
contractual officers in a fair,
batch-wise manner. This was
not followed, instead, junior
candidates from recentbatch-
es were chosen over seniors

this unity is adangerous threat
to the political shenanigans,
acts of corruption, misgover-
nance and misuse ofpower by
both the Government and the
KHADC and the real reason
for these vested interests to
keep the Dorbars as disunited

. as possible. The day the 100

Dorbars of Shillong decide to
come together for the good
ofthe people of Shillong; the
day they decide that Shillong
is their home; the day they
decide something has to be
done, will be the break of
a new dawn of hope for all
of us. Hope it comes sooner
ethan later. .

To conclude .we come to
the last point - time -tested
institutions to implement,
manage and sustain the vision
of a better Shillong. Against
all who say '‘No,’.1 am ofthe
opinion that yes such institu-
tions do exist. In facttwo such
institutions. The tragedy is
we have refused to empower
them to work as they should
and in the process allowed
a weird, newly discovered
monster called ignorant party
based politicians, play such
a depressing decisive role
in our day to day lives; For
example Iturnto ST Aug 30,
2025 headlines titled. “Terir
ders for Urban infra work
violates 6th Schedule” and it
speaks about the rant of the
Laban MDC who termed such
tenders as a ‘violation of the
6th Schedule’. Unprecedent-
ed; he claims for Municipal
development to take place in
6th Schedule Urban Areas. |
really don't know from where
this gentleman picked up
his profound knowledge of
the Constitution and the 6th
Schedule but | can safely say,
that what he said isjust pure
unadulterated rubbish!

My point is that the ab-
sence of an Elected Munici-
pal Board and the continued
disunity ofour Urban Dorbars
within Municipality jurisdic-
tion to take,charge of the
civic governance of our city,
has" left a vacuum for such
charlatans arid theirnonsense.
It is my sincere belief that
a slight tweak of the exist-
ing Meghalaya* Municipal
Act can easily bring about a
close and symbiotic working
relationship between Dorbars
within Municipal areas and
an Elected Municipality. The
hope isTor some sensible arid
confidentRangbah Shnong of
the area to take a call on the
issue and mobilize his other
colleagues for the eventuality
of such a momentous occa-
sion for Shillong. It will be
forthe good and bettermentof
all concerned. Itis also hoped
that the Urban Affairs Minis-
tertakes ituponhimselfto see
that such arelationship comes
to pass. It is possible.

who have beeri in service for
a long time. Even the rights
of state-sponsored candi-
dates were overlooked, as °ne
candidate not sponsored by
the state was selected. Such
lapses have left many feeling
betrayed and’disillusioned.
This is riotjust aboutjobs
— it,isabout fairness, respect
for hard work, and justice.
When a process that should
reward merit and experience
turns into; one that sidelines
them, it erodes trust in the
system. When those who
have already proven their
commitmentto public service
are ignored in favour of the
inexperienced, the system
itself loses credibility.
Atatimewhenthe Hon’ble
Chief Minister has empha-
sized hiring skilled people
from Meghalaya, the question
must be asked is this how
the government intends to

. fulfill that vision?

This is an appeal to the
concerned authorities to look
into this matter with urgency.
Experience, service, and merit
must count — otherwise, the
very spirit of fair recruitment
stands compromised.

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on
request,

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Decoded:
Science at Play

By Vansh Awasthi

Have you ever wondered

come alive every single time

how a cricket ball reverse ¢ an athlete moves. ¢

swings, how a football can
curllike magic past the goal-
keeper, or how sprinters,
gymnasts, and swimmers
seem to perform feats that
look almost superhuman?
Behind every dazzling, per-
formance in sports lies not
just skill and practice, but
also science. Every jump;
swing, sprint, and spin is
really; science in motion,
showing up right before our
eyes. ,

' Take the mystery of re-
verse swing in cricket. For
years it puzzled batsmen and
amazed fans. The trick lies in
aerodynamics- the science of
how air flows around objects.
When fielders carefully pol-
ish'one side of the ball until
it shines, while leaving the
other side rough, they are
setting up two very different
airflows. The smooth side lets
air glide past quickly, while
the rough side slows it down
and makes the flow more tur-
bulent; As the bowler sends

The science of sports
doesn’t just stop at the vis-
ible level; it also runs deep
;within, the human body.
Every sprint, throw,. and
jump is powered by an in-
credible team of muscles,
bones, joints, and nerves,'

all working together like '

parts of a perfectly timed'
. machine. Sports scientists
describe this as the Kinetic
chain. Take the example of
a baseball pitcher. The ac-
tion doesn!tjust come from
the arm', it begins with the

.legs driving into the ground,:

continues as the hips rotate,
then the torso -twists, and
finally the arm releases the
ball. Each link in the chain
passes energy along, build-
ing up to that final burst of
speed. Gymnasts' also play
with anothec-'fascinating
principle: rotational inertia.
When they tuck their arms
and legs close to their bod-
ies, they spin faster; when'
they stretch them out, they

the ball down the pitch on the m slow down. That’s how they

seam, the uneven air pressure
causes it to'swerve in the air,
often in the opposite direc-
tion to what the batsman ex-
pects. Suddenly, the ball that
looked like a simple delivery
transforms into a nightmare
to face. This is notjust trick-
ery- it’s physics in-action.
Aerodynamics doesn’t stop

with cricket either: cyclists-

crouch low to reduce air drag,

sprinters bend forward while;

running to cutresistance, and
even golf clubs are shaped
to control how the ball slices
through the air.

Football has its own
masterpiece of science: the
curving free kick. David
Beckham, one of the most
celebrated free-kick takers
in history, became famous
for making the ball bend
spectacularly! How did he do
it? The answer is the Magnus
effect. When a football is
:struck off-center, it starts
spinning. That spin changes
the way air flows around
the ball- on one side the air
moves faster, lowering pres-
sure, while on the other side
itmoves slower, raising pres-
sure. The imbalance pushes
the ball sideways, making it

control twists and flips with
pinpoint accuracy before
landing gracefully. In high.
jump, athletes exploit phys-
ics in a different way. By
using the famous Fosbury
flop technique,jumpers arch
their backs so that their cen-
ter of mass passes under the
bar even though their bodies
float above it. It’s a clever
trick that saves energy and
helps clear greater heights.
If the body'is like a ma-
chine, then if also needs
fuel- and in sports, that fuel
is called ATP (adenosine
triphosphate). Every time
a muscle .contracts, a little
ATP is burned. Different
sports call upon different
energy systems to supply
ATP. .Sprinters, who need a
quick explosion of energy,
rely on the ATP-phOspho-
creatine system,*which de-
livers power almost instantly
but runs out in seconds.
Middle-distance runners,

like those competing in the'

400 meters, depend heavily
,on anaerobic glycolysis- a
system.that provides fast
energy but produces lactic
acid, the culprit behind the
burning sensation in tired

curl in mid-air as if obeying > muscles.. Marathoners, on

Beckham’s.command. To
4he audience, it looks like
magic; to science, it’s just
the beautiful outcome offluid
dynamics. 1 f

Ofcourse, one ofthe most
important scientific toolkits
in sports comes from New-
ton’s Laws of Motion. Yes,
the same ones dreaded in
school physics classes, but'
seen in action everywhere
on the field. Sprinters blast-
ing out ofthe starting blocks
are fighting against inertia,
the tendency,of a body to
stay still. They lean forward
and push power-fuliy against
the track to overcome that
resistance and build speed.
Swimmers, on the other
hand, fighta different enemy:
drag. Water is far denser than
air, so swimmers work hard
to make their movements
smooth and efficient. They
streamline their bodies, wear
suits designed to imitate
sharkskin, and even perform
long dolphin kicks underwa-
ter to reduce, surface waves.
It’s allabout slicing through
resistance. Weightlifting is
another clear example: when
an athlete lifts a barbell, they
are; not only pulling against
gravity but also fighting the
barbell’s inertia, its stubborn
refusal to move.

Newton’s' third law is
just as visible. “Every action
has an equal and opposite
reaction.” Watch, a volley-
ball player leap into the air:
they slam their feet into the
ground, and in return the-
ground pushes them upwards,
launching them skyward. The
same happens when a cricket
fielder safely collects a catch,
hands push gently against the
descending ball even as the
ball pushes back with equal
force. By controlling this
exchange, the fielder absorbs
the impact without dropping
it. These laws may seem like
old textbook lessons, but they

the other h”nd, lean on the
aerobic system, which uses
oxygen to produce energy
steadily for hours. This is
why sprinters, mid-distance
athletes, and marathoners all
look and train so differently-
their bodies specialize in
using these energy systems
;inunique ways.

Together, these principles
show that science is not
something separate from
sports- it is the very heart of
it. The spin ofa cricketball,
the curl of a football, the
force ofa swimmer’s stroke,
or the timing ofa gymnast’s
flip, all are guided by the
invisible hand of physics,
biology, and chemistry. Sci-
ence makes athletes faster,
stronger, more precise, and
more efficient, while also
explaining the wonders fans
see on the field. u

Toconclude, every cheer-
worthy-sporting moment is
;a little science experiment
unfolding inreal time. From
aerodynamics and the Mag-
nus effectto Newton’s laws,
kinetic chains, and energy
systems, sports and science
are inseparable. They are
two sides of the same coin,
one creating the magic, the
other explainingit. Whether
it is the roar of a crowd
after a goal, the gasp at a
gymnast’s perfect landing,
or the tension of a bowler’s
delivery, it is science that
turns athletic effort into ex-
traordinary spectacle.

(Vansh Awasthi is a cu-
rious first-year student at
Plaksha University.: He is
passionate about cricket,
chess* mathematics, and
writing. With a keen inter-
est in science, technology,
arid history; he enjoys ex-
‘ploring ideas, expressing
them through writing, and
engaging in conversations
;that broaden his perspec-
tive). m



« Your best teacher isyour last mistake
- — Ralph Nader
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Teachers’ Day 2025

THE theme for this year’s Teachers’Day is “Inspir-
ing the next generation of learners.” Ifteachers really
delve into the theme, and they should, itwould entail
a lot of sacrifice on their part and an openness 'to
unlearn and relearn. Teaching pedagogy has changed
very little. Learning is still top-down; questioning is
seldom facilitated and communication skills o flearn-
ers leave much to be desired. The education system
in India needs to undergo a revolution; change and
the ability to quickly adapt to that change is also
part of the education process.- However, humansl
are largely averse to change, more so adults who
are used to operating within a comfort zone. This
is what has turned education into a non-productive
activity. The attempt by the central government to
bring in educational reforms is always delayed by a
few decades. The National Education Policy (NEP)
.2020 was introducedWwithout statewide consultation
and it came in during those Covid days leaving some
states fuming. Nevertheless many states, especially
BJP-ruled ones tried to adopt the NEP 2020 even'
though they did not have the wherewithal especially
for vocational courses such as bakery, cookery, and
others:

Today many schools are sending their students
to intern with different institutions such as'banks,
municipalities, hotel management institutes etc. How
much the students really learn'during their intern-
ships has not been measured but at least what they
know from such exposures are the demands of the
World of work. They are no longer sheltered inside
classrooms totally unaware of the real world and
what it takes to do the work that they have only read
about. Coming back to the theme- Inspiring the next
generation of learners, this very slogan entails that
teachers inspire not just the present set of learners
but also train them to inspire the next generation.
Why is inspiration needed in the first place? It’s be-
cause learning has become a challenge and teachers
are competing with several ,other distractions that
occupy the minds of their students. Their attention
span has dropped down to about 8 seconds only.
Social media, especially Instagram and the quest
for Mikes’ is a major distraction. Attention span is
crucial because it directly impacts a person’s ability
to learn arid retain information. Short attention span
means students cannot concentrate on lectures, read
books, or.process complex concepts. This hinders
academic '‘performance anclelimits their *bility, to
acquire new knovyledge. -

At the workplace, individuals with longer atten-
tion spans are better equipped to stay focused on
mtheir assignments, resulting in higher efficiency and
output. Conversely, individuals with shorter attention
. spans struggle to concentrate for extended periods,
leading to reduced productivity. Attention span is
also linked to effective communication and social
interactions. In other words, a person with a longer
attention span is able to listen better arid absorb what
is being communicated and to respond better' But
this is easier said than done. Students are almost
‘addicted to their mobile phones and social media.
How to inspire this generation to interact more with
other humans than with their mobile phones is the
eternal dilemma.-

Letters to the Editor

Anything less is neglect dressed

Happy
Teachers’ Day?

Editor,

Every year on September 5,
we line up to garland teachers,
give speeches, and call them
“nation-builders.” Once the
flowers wither and the applause
dies down, our teachers are left
to fight for their survival. Is this
how we honour the people who
hold up the foundation of our

.society? The ones watering the
roots of our children?
. v The truth is painful, while
'we celebrate Teachers’ Day with
pomp-, many of our teachers in
Meghalaya are still unpaid, un-
derpaid, or pushed into “ad-hoc”
uncertainty. They are not stand-
ing in classrooms with dignity;
they are standing on the streets
with placards. The article “Rain
Knowledge-, EatAir,” published
on September 1, 2025, by El-
lerine Diengdoh, exposes this
crael irony with cutting preci-
sion, cushioned in humour that
barely masks the hard-hitting
truth that teachers are giving
knowledge as freely as rain, yet
forced to “eat air” when their
salaries are withheld.

How can we speak of a
bright future for our children
while dimmingthe lives ofthose
who guide them? Cutting sanc-
tioned posts,, delaying arrears,
and pushing teachers to plead
for their rightful wages is not
just negligence; it is injustice.

If our government cannot
provide dignity toteachers, then
every Teachers’Day celebration
is nothing more than hypocrisy.
Respect is not a speech, not a
bouquet; it is fair pay, J° " €;
curity, and policies thdprote
those who educate our children.

as gratitude.

To every teacher reading ¢

this, who continues to show
up despite the struggles, we
owe you our deepest gratitude.
Thank you for pouring your
energy, patience, and hope into

- shaping the minds and futures of

our children. Happy Teacher’s
Day.

. Your’setc.,

; Shivani Pde,

\ Viaemail

Essence of
Right to
Information
Act, 2005

Editor, , 7 /.

The RTI Act legislated by
the then Congress led UPA- 1
OnJjine 15,2005 under the able
leadership of Prime Minister
(late) Dr Manmohan Singh has
unerringly become not only an
effective tool to checkmate the
widespread corruptionthatwere
spreading their, tentacles but also
anoble crusade to empower the
hoi- polloi to assert their rights.'
Sadly, the present dispensation
ofsaffron government is report-

edly trying to surreptitiously ;

compromise thisAct! 1
Now, turning to our home
State ofMeghalaya, ithas been

supposedly stated that the filing '

of RTI has not picked up the
much-needed pace. 1hope it's
the otherwise. Incidentally, on
August 22 of last month 1had

» applied an RTI in the Offce of

the Treasury Officer, Shillong

South regarding a pension query

. but out of the blue, 1got a call
" from this Office within three
days to come and collect the

T6day is Teachers”Day
and glorious tributes will be
paid on this one day to the
teachers Of all shades but
what thereafter? Who cares?
There was a time when the
teacher was the"sole dis-
penser ofknowledge because
we were brainwashed into
believing that the home was
not a place that generated
knowledge. We swore it was
compulsory to go to school
even to learn .basic man-
ners quite forgetting that our
grandparents who couldn’t
speak English or even the
standard Khasi Sohra were
capable of helping to form
our characters. Yes, in un-
spoken ways they lived by
example. They struggled to
makes ends meet an”™ gave
us the best they could.'What
greater teaching oil selfless-
ness can there be?

The era of teachers.as
knowledge dispensers is
the age'of dinosaurs as far
the present Gen 7. is con-
cerned. Gen X "bom in the
late 1970s or early 1980 also
after them the millennials
were subjected to the top-
down approach ofeducation
where teachers believed they
alone Were the custodians of
knowledge and students were.
recipients ofthatknowledge.
At that time students- didn’t
think they could read the
books that teachers read to
learn and transmit to their
students: Teachers were also,
learning. Now the meaning
of education has entered a
new zone as it were. Gen 7.
gleans much more from the
internet and get the bulk of
their information (not knowl-
edge) from the internet, read
Artificial Intelligence - Chat
GPT.. Teachers today must
compete with students to
bridge*theirown information
gaps. Indeed, the informa-
tion gap is a huge chasm
that seems impossible to
bridge. Teaching therefore
is no. longer business as
usual; And if teachers have
not got this vital life lesson,
they have lost it. They have
lost the revolution war and
are simply in the classroom
because they are permanent
employees and the school,
management cannot get:rid
of them for fear of being
sued. Teachers will revolt
againstthis statementbutit’s
a fact. Teaching in the old
mould has become redun-
dant. A good, conscientious
teacher realises this admits,
it and tries to get on the fast
track; some even learning
from their Gen Z children.

These days students are;
second guessing if whatthey
learn is indeed what they

letter on RTI answers which
I have just filed! Such exem-
plary public services ought to
be replicated in all government
establishments. Conversely,
there are instances in some
offices where RTI applications

are not given much importance'

thereby leading to inordinate
delay even going beyond the
stipulated time-frame of this
Act. Forsuch unnecessary dilly-
dally,the delinquent offices must
be penalized for exceeding
the time given. The penalty is
fixed at the rate of Rs 250 per
day but hot beyond-Rs. 2,500
overall. Be that as it may, but 1

have not heard pfsuch punitive.

actions being implemented in
Meghalaya!

, Yours etc,

Jerome K Diengdoh,

Shillong-2

Counterpoint:

Vigilantism vs.

Lawful Action
on Drugs

Editor,

This is'with reference to
the receht letter concerning
the drug probleiri in our State.
While | respect the senti-
ments expressed, | feel it is
important to correct certain
impressions.

The newly constituted Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF)
has in fact been working with
commendable pro-activity.
The seizures carried out over
the past riionths, including
the operation at lewduh, are
evidence of this. A video of
that raid itself shows ANTF
officers directly involved. We;
must not be complacent about

age of

ByPatriciaMukhim

really need in the world of
work. Students have become
smarter, more vocal and
can ask critical questions
because Artificial Intelli-
gence prompts them what
questions'to ask their teach-
ers in a particular lesson
that was taught. In the past,
questioning the teacher was
a crime one dared not even

with them through empa-
thetic listening. We under-
stand that teachers too have
. families to look after and
_their fair share of emotional
turmoil but having taken the
oath of treading on the path
.of teacher-philosophers like
Confucious,' they cannot
back away on the plea ofbe-
ing too busy to give timeto a

contemplate inone’swildest, mentally distraught student..
dreams. Now, if you’re in a mit’s a saicrifice that those who

school in Delhi the teachers
are constantly being queried
for deeper meanings to a con-
text. And what ifteachers are'
notprepared to answer those
questions? This is where
the role of the teacher as a
dispenser of knowledge has
ended. Technology has taken
over and most answers to
questions on a host ofissues
are available at the click of
a button.

VSo do we still need teach-
ers, | mean humans who are
paid to teach.. The-,answer is
a resounding “Yes,” .except
that teachers must have the
humility to accept that they
need to learn afresh and un-
learn all those years of infor-
mation dispensing they have
done, for, the ,internet today
is far smarter about providing
a wide range of information
on any topic under the, sun,
’than any human can.

So what is the role of a

cannot make,should not enter
the teaching profession.

,We are entering the era of
machine generated knowl-
edge. They are more efficient
at analyzing trends, crunch-
ing numbers ancj, generating
reports but they still lack the
human skills and it is here
that we'need human educa-
tors. Why?, Because human
educators alone have what
are called “soft skills” such
as critical thinking, cbm-
rhiinicating with a personal
touch, able to demonstrate
mmotional intelligence and
empathy and listening to a
troubled soul and emoting
the right feelings which a
machine can never do. A
teacher can hug an emotion-

. ally disturbed child and be °

,there for. her/him. Can Al
ever do this? You can’t hug
acold, hard, lifeless machine
and receive warmth. Butyou
experience the warmth of a

human teacher then? What - human hug because that hug

is. it that Artificial Intel-
ligence can never replace?
It is the Wman emotion;

transmits love, caring and a
desire to, help and that’s the
big difference in being a hu-r

the empathy; the caring’® man educatortoday. All these

the concern that a human
teacher alone is capable, of

expressing to a student who*

is scarred by what, he/she
might have suffered as an,
adolescent —a broken love
affair that can make him/her
feel that death is better than
living with the pain.. It is in
these circumstances that the
teacher becomes that angel
without"wings butwho can
take a heartbroken student
under her caring arms and
help that student come out
stronger and able to cope

soft skills, are what make a
humantea6herindispensable.
Only humans understand the
skills needed forteam work,
trust building and leadership
and the Value of person to
person interaction. The world
is &complex place arid real-

.world situations cannot be
solved by machines.

There is also such a thing
as personalised learning. It’s
true that even- us, human
teachers sometimes treat all

* learners the same way with-
out recognising that every

with life’s blows. Yes, that’s ' individual processes and ab-

the role of the-teacher today:
And dear teachers had better
equip themselves forthisrole

reversal - from knowledge *

dispenser to teaching and
living what emotional mntel-
ligence's all about.

Some teachers have said
they are trained to teach,
not to counsel students in

.distress. This is because the

teachers’training programme
that does not equip teachers

with understanding the pangs.

of adolescence and dealing

the level ofihtelligence gather-
ing and effort that has enabled
,the apprehension of several
major suppliers and peddlers.
It is undeniable that more

sorbs information at different:
speed and pace. Also, some
learners learn better from

videos while others come '

alive in group discussions
,and still others learn from
activities. We'humans are
all wired differently hence
one is left to wonder if one
teaching method is able to
resonate with every student.
Itis here that India has to ex-
periment with personalized
teaching-learning methods
to deliver education in away:

ciety, the Directorate of Social
Welfare, the Police; NGOs and
,community groups are ongo-
ing examples of structured
responses. Yetthese initiatives

needs to be done to eradicate - must be strengthened and

the menace at its root, but to

dismiss the ANTF’s work is'

both unfair and inaccurate.
Those of us who caution

supported. In my view, faith-
based groups too should step
‘forward to play a greater role
in prevention, rehabilitation,

against vigilantism should not- and community support.

be mistaken for indifference to
the issue of drug's. On the con-
trary, we are deeply concerned
about the consequences such
actions may have—driving
those in need-of treatment

further underground instead of

encouraging themto seek help.
With regard to the perception
that offenders are often re-
leased “scot-free”, it should be
clarified that in cases involving
commercial quantities, such
instances are extremely rare.
If there is. confusion, this is a
matter best clarified by those
more conversant with the legal
process.

It is also necessary to

highlight the plight of young,

m  The drug problem is real
and demands decisive action.

But let us ensure that our

approach is guided by law, :

compassion, and a vision of
rehabilitation”-so that we

may save not only lives but,

futures.
Yours etc.,

A Thangkhiew,.

Shillong

MPSC written
exams

Editor,

The Meghalaya Public .

Service Commission through
the notification No. MPSC/
EX-c/7/2023-2024/140, Dated

people imprisoned for the < Shillong, the 29th July, 2025

mere offence ofdrug use rather
than for peddling. The absence
of proper segregation in our
prisons means that first-time
users are often exposed to
hardened criminals, with the
risk of returning to society

had published the tentative
dates for conducting the ex-
ams for various posts. For
example, for the post of Sub
Inspector of Statistics under
the Directorate of Economics
and Statistics(April, 2025) the

more entrenched. in criminal. tentative date for conducting
behaviour. What then becomes” the exam is October 18,2025.

oftheir future, and ofthe well-
being of their families?

The government, civil so-
ciety and non-governmental
organisations are not idle
in this struggle. The Harm
Reduction Programme, the
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan,
as well as interventions by the
Meghalaya AIDS Control So-

Similarly, for the post of
Draughtsman Grade-11/
Surveyor Grade-Il under the.
Directorate of Soil and Water
Conservation (April & June,
2025) the tentative date is
October 25,2025.
- However, in the notifica-
tionNo. MPSC/EX-c/7/2023-
2024/158 Dated Shillong, the

that's tailored to the specific
strengths of individual stu-
dents. So, what does this
mean? It means tailored les-
sen plans-, assessments and

learnings materials. Is this,

possible in a country of'40-

students in a classroom? It’s

a tough call and that is why

our learning' outcomes are

m0 poor; But jts high time we
' tried these methods.

Also, when what we learn
becomes outdated so fast we
need constant upskilling and
re-skilling. Since technology
assists education and technok
:0gy changes so fast, is itpos-
sible for teachers to get into
this treadmill of constantly
learning so as not to become
outdated? Indeed, we now
understand that education
does not end with gradua-
tion ortheseries of learnings
thereafter. Many of us have
enrolled for learning cdurses
in journalism because if we
don’t learn new and innova-
tive,ways of doing our trade
we will become outdated and
uninteresting.

Virtual and remote learn-
ing have become life savers
in states like Manipur which
were wracked by violence
for over two years, now.
Many have enrolled in online

‘ classes and learned while in
the refugee camps so that
they do not need to lose out.
Hence for trouble-afflicted
populations online learning
has been a boon. If not for
such opportunities, many of
the students from the hills
of Manipur would have had
to drop out of their schools,
colleges and universities.
Hence hybrid learning is a

, boon,ofthe modem age and
we need to capitalise from
such technology-assisted

* methods.

The lesson for teachers
therefore is that teaching
also involves life-long learn-
ing and anyone whri is not
ready for this journey of a
lifetime and thinks teaching
is a cushy job is.living in a
fool’s paradise. Teaching is

a conscious choice; a calling;.

a vocation. It’s certainly not
something you get into for

; want ofa betterjob. Perhaps
the problem with our educa-
tion system is precisely that
- square pegs, don’t fit into
round holes. And think how
rrruchdamage is inflicted
on batches and batches of
students by one teacher who
can’t teach!

No apologies for writing
this piece which comes from
the heart of one who was
a teacher for a quarter of a
century and learnt so many
lessons in adversity!"

August 25, 2025 the dates
for conducting the exams
for the above two post have
been shifted to September
20, 2025 and September 27,
m2025 respectively. The same
goes for the post of Accounts
Assistant under the Director-
ate of Community & Rural
Development(April, 2025)
and Sub- Divisional Officer/
-Assistant Engineer(Civil)
under PHE Department and.
under "Public Works (R&B)
Department- (May, 2025) in
which the exam dates have
been shifted to a much ear-
lier date from the date as
"'mentioned in the tentative
schedule. [ ¢

This change has caused
inconvenience and distress
to many candidates who had
made arrangements accord-
ingly because many aspirants
are working outside the state
in the private sector and they
have already applied for leave
based on the earlier tentative
schedule and this sudden
Change will make it impos-
sible for them to; write the
exams, thereby denying them
an opportunity especially,
for those candidates who are
closer to the upper age limit.

I request the Commission
to consider the impact of this
change on candidates and take
necessary steps to give fair
chance to all aspirants:

Yours etc.,
1 Name withheld on request,
N\ Via email

Articles and .letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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A Teacher, towards
Teachers: Some
__Reflections

By Sukalpa Bhattacharjee

The theme of Teachers’
Day 2025 has bc.en set as
"Inspiring the Next Genera-:
tion of Learners". For every -
teacher,, amidst heart warm-

also a space of discrimina-
tion on the .basis of (eco-
nomic) class, which rein-
forces social hierarchy in the
education system; It is well

,ing wishes and sincere ges- ®known that B.R. Ambedkar
-tures of gratitude expressed - also faced social exclusion

by students on this day, this .
is also a day forreflection on
our roles as mentors, educa-;
tors and above all as vehicles
of knowledge transmission.
Any. teacher," who has par-
tially or to a large extent
imbibed these roles in his or
her being, would agree that
genuine recognition by stu-
dents is the greatest reward
that a teacher can aspire for.
There has been ashiftofpar-
adigm, from teaching being
a mission, to teaching as a
profession. In most teachers
with passion for teaching, it

is ajudicious mixture ofthe >

mission to impartknowledge
and the struggle to equip
oneself professionally for
meeting die challenges posed

in the classroom because of
his caste. So in a classroom, -
it is the teacher who learns '
and unlearns more than the

_student in order to grow
'as a mentor, educator and

transmitter of knowledge,
particularly in the context of
policy changes and against a
hierarchical social system.
In India, educationists such
as Rabindranath Tagore and
Jiddu Krishnamurthi defined
teachers as ‘perpetual learn-
ers’ engaged in the process
of lifelong learning- "Alamp
can never lightanother lamp
unless it continuesto bum its
own flame" (Tagore).Leam-
ing does not necessarily
,imply mechanical learning
ofskills and technology and

by Educational Policies on ®piling-up of certificates but

the one hand, and the radi-

cal change in socio-cultural

values, on the other. How-
ever, in the present Context
of new experiments with
educational structures,, one
has to address the issue of
a rising sense of discontent ,
and misgivings among the
stakeholders of the educa-
tion system-students, teach- .
ers and parents/guardians.
Apart from issues relating
to institutional policies, fees,
structure, syllabus, se'curity
on academic campuses and
recruitment of adequately
qualified teachers, etc;, one
of the crux issues of reflec-
tion, is the growing discon-
nect between the teacher,
the student and the syllabus,
even in a; situation where
classes are held regularly,
teachers and students are
both present. Then, surely,
only regular attendance can-1
not ensure an ideal learning
atmosphere. It is under-'
standable that an individual
teacher definitely cannot ad-
dress the contentious issues.
that are responsible for this
‘theatre of the .absurd’-it is
an elephant in the room. So
what is that a teacher can do
to minimize the growing'dis- ¢

learning to empathise with
the student and-understand
the difficulty level. Un-
derstanding arid integrat-
ing environmental concerns .
into the educational prax-
is, developing sensitivity
towards differently-abled
students, and creating inclu-
sive learning environments
are all integral components
of a teacher's professional
development and ongoing
learning.

Selt-reflection on such a
grave issue is certainly not-
possible without a spirit of
self-criticism. And there-
fore, it must be admitted
that in most cases, absence
of empathy in the teacher is
one ofthe most fundamental
reasons for the disconnect
between the teacher and
the'taught, and is therefore
a deterrent to the learning
system. Absence of empa-
thy towards the learners is
often expressed by teachers
through cold indifference,
coercive actions, ridicule or
comparisonwith otherlearn-
ers, which affects the morale
and dignity of the student.
One can give a thousand
reasons; some very pertinent

connect between the major wOnes forthe growirigabsence

vertices of the educational
system? k '

, In a traditional system of
teaching, the classroom (or’
any space such as laboratory,
modelled on the idea of a
learning space and interac-
tion/interface between the
teacher and the taught), be-
comes the crucial site where
the process of transmission
of knowledge actually takes

of empathy in teachers, but *
nothing can-justify such a
stance which destroys the ’
educational rights ofa gener-
ation oflearners. Many, lives;
have been ruined because,
of the social exclusion that
learners, especially those
belonging to vulnerable age
groups and marginalized
social and economic strata,
face in the classroom-. Some

place); A class or a class- «Ppermanently give up formal

room is not a stereotypical
space with a unidirectional
flow of knowledge from the
teacher to the student, where
the teacher is no longer the
sole possessor of a ‘secret'
knowledge’ that students'
aspire for. Traditionally,
the classroom has been a
contested space where'the
teacher always already held
the epistemic centre push-,
ing students to the periph-
ery. However, contemporary
critical pedagogy perceives
the classroom as a shared \
liminal space of collabora-
tive alter/native knowledge
systems through a produc-
tion of mutual affectation
between the teacher and the
students (as opposed to mere
subjective emotions). This
in turn opens the possibility
of conceiving of classroom
sencounters as particularly
intense sites for the making,,
Unmaking and remaking of
selves in ways that surpass

education, others.become
dropouts. Our triumph as
teachers lies in retaining
students in the system by.
identifying their strength and
not by objectifying them as
academic outcastes. Teachers
have to share both success
and failures oftheir stijdents
and be morally accountable.
One knows from accounts
of the lives of several great’
thinkers thatmorning always
does not/need not show the
day. Albert* Einstein was
labelled as a slow learner or
poor student by his Principal
in school due to his disdain
for memorization, and the
rest is history.

Therefore, teachers have
the potential to be prominent
agents oftransformative ac-
tion in the society through
their role as leaders,, educa-.
tors and votaries of. social
justice. “A teacher affects
eternity” is a quote by Henry,
Adams, which students re-,

theories of ‘learning’. That miterate in their speeches on

is,Teaming is less about the
accumulation of knowledge
and more about embodied
.encounters thattransform the
embodied selves in concrete
relations. = -
In such a context, teach-
ing is much more difficult
than learning because teach-
ing calls‘to let learn’. The
teacher, initiating the process
,of learning ‘to let learn’
must unle.arn his/her own
subjective inhibitions and
prejudices. It is in his/her
capacity to ‘let learn’ that
a teacher can, transform the
classroom from a space of
discririiination (on the basis
of economic class, gender,
caste, learning abilities) into
a space of liberation. Black
feminist author bell hooks
(who writes her name in
small case) has mentioned
how-the class (classroom) is

every. Teachers’ Day. As in
mthe case ofmany other noble
professions, teachers are also
often not given their due
(material and non-material).
But teachers as committed
irientors are among the few
singularly™blessed people,
who are immortalized by
their progeny (students), for
the way in which teachers
have touched their lives.
A more inclusive educa-.
tion system,, inspired by
secular values of a Welfare
State can be realized if the
rights of teachers and their
autonomy of free thinking
can be protected by teach-
ers themselves, standing in
solidarity with each other to
upholdthe ideaofeducation,
with a human face.

The author can be con-
tactedatsukalpa b@ya.hoo. >
com


mailto:b@ya.hoo

“ There are some thingsyou learn best
in calm, andsome instorm?”
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Some reform, some benefit
THE rationalization of Goods and Services Tax
(GST), the firstof “a double blast ofhappiness”

mbefore this Diwali and Chhath Puja has come as
areliefto people across the board, to the extent
that the prices of several items would reduce.
This is also claimed to be a major step to offset
the US trade tarifffinancial, strain for the people.
However, the government must explain why
this rationalization took so long. The GST was
implemented on July 1,2017. Eightyears have
passed since its implementation, which was then
claimed to be a market unification reform. It
'was clear to all that there were many issues with
the new system - which was conceived by the

UPA government of Manmohan Singh, blocked
in parliament by the then opposition including
the BJP, but.was finally implemented by the
BJP-led NDA. government. The credit for this
reform step should be shared, thus, by both the
UPA and the NDA.

* The market unification exercise was a gar-
gantuan task, especially as the markets had their
own dynamics and were mostly an unruly seg-
ment, where middle-men made the largest cut,
with consumers on the one side and producers
like farmers on the other side bearing the brunt
of this chaos. Tax. evasion was widespread
before the GST implementation, but the fact is
also that such practices still continue without
much checks: Yet, the market unification exer-
cise itself-had its eminent good sides. The tax
revenue for the central and state governments
multiplied after GST came into force. Much of
the infrastructure development that takes place
in the country are due largely to the huge funds
the GST regime brought to the exchequer. At
the same time,it is important that the lacunae
that still exist are corrected and the system more
simplified and benefits enlarged.

Asofnow, GST has been simplified to atwo-
slab structure - offive per centand 18 per cent.
The present reforms cut taxes; on household es-
sentials like soaps, toothpaste, Indian breads etc
to 5 per centor nil thereby boosting affordability.
The GST on life-saving drugs, medicines etc has
been reduced from 12 per cent to Nil or five per
cent, obviously making healthcare,more afford-
able. Tax on two-wheelers, small cars, TVs,ACs
and cement have been cut from 28 percent to
18percent. Thiswould be benefiting the middle
‘class consumers. Also, tax on farm machinery,
irrigation equipment etc., has been cut from 12
percentto 5 per cent, reducing farming costs. On
-the other hand, the reforms also saw to it that
the tax on tobacco, pan masala,'aerated drinks,
and luxury goods is raised to 40 per cent. In.the
long run, however, chances are that the prices
would again push up. Markets have to be closely
watched to ascertain how these tax cuts have
been beneficial to the common man. .

Letters to the Editor

“The Silent
Cryofa

itself loses its moral com-
pass. Education becomes
. an ornament, not a force of
transformation. »

Generation” , The promise of equali-
ty—central tojustice—fades
Editor, v When, the accident olf one’s

birth 6r social ties outweighs
the labor of one’s mind and
spirit. When positions of

Each morning we awaken
with a quiet uncertainty—
an existential question dis-

guised, as a daily worry: Will
today'bring us closer to the
lives we. imagine for our-
‘selves, or will itpass like the
others, heavy with waiting?
This uncertainty is not ours
alone; itbelongsto a genera-

tion burdened with dreams,

deferred. We. are educated,
trained, and brimming with
passion, yet we find our-
selves at the threshold of\
opportunity with doors that
rarely open.

This struggle reveals a.
rdeeper paradox. Society
extols education as the path
to liberation, yet in prac-
tice, knowledge often bends'
before the silent power of
connection. It isnotuncom-
mon to find young doctors,
engineers, and scholars—
symbols of intellectual
achievement—left without
meaningful work, not be-,
cause they lack ability, but
because they lack access to
invisible networks of influ-
ence. What does this say
about the meaning o f merit?
If human worth is judged-
less by skill than by whom
one knows, then society

responsibility are granted
not on the basis of ability,
but through kinship with
power—be it political ties,
*wealth, or patronage— what
future awaits the youth who
strive honestly? It is not
simply a matter of employ-
ment; it is the moral structure
of society that is at stake. A
system that.rewards influ-
ence over integrity teaches
its children that truth is pow-
erless, that effort is in vain,
and thatjustice bows before
privilege. .
It is not uncommon to
witness a paradox: people
who raise their hands in
worship within the walls of
the church, yet with those
same hands exploit, deceive,
or steal «in society. This con-
tradiction invites us to ask:
m\What does it mean to live
a Christian- life—or indeed,
a truly religious life? True
faith isnot confined toritual,
song, or gesture. Clapping
hands in church is an ex-
pression of.devotion, but

mlevotion without integrity is ,

hollow. Religion, at its heart,
calls fora unity of inner be-

.Willa Cather

Today is Teachers’ Day
and it can be an occasion for
people shaping the future of
children to reflect critically
on the type of context-spe-
cific education in the North-
east that responds to-the
region’s unique linguistic,
cultural,* and socio-economic,
landscapes and promotes

By Dr Samir Talati

if taught through examples

oftheir own culture. Such an
educational system, requires <
teachers with sensitivity and
respect’for cultures other
than their own. Education-

ists agree that a teacher’s

equitable and effective learn- « knowledge ofethnic identity

ing outcomes for all. Amid
the debate on demographic
changes and ethnic conflicts
around diverse identities and
cultures in Northeast India,
one notices agrowing aware-
ness and affirmation ofethnic
identity. Responding to this
challenge, some education-
ists advocate cultural plural-.
isim in education, encourag-
ing those involved in itto be
responsivelto the.educational
needs and social contexts of
ethnic minority students,' to
which most tribal students
ofthe region belong.
Education is a pedagog-
ic medium that shapes the
child’s attitudes, values, and
behaviour, transmits lan-
guage, culture, and social
organisation,-and develops
an individual and group iden..
tity./It helps the individual
to accept oneself and one’s,
cultural group and move
from the state of “1” to “us”.
Education, thus, functions as
a vital agent of socialisation
by transmitting values and
historical narratives, sharing
traditions, and fostering in
individuals a strong sense of
ethnic identity thatreinforces
in-group cphesion and' con-
tinuity across generations.
It is for this reason that John
Dewey spoke ofeducation as
ameans of social continuity.
of life. Educationists agree
that the positive or negative
attitudes formed early in life
grow further with time.
., Scholars point out that
three issues are crucial in
the education of,ethnic mi-
norities: culture, language,
and identity. Preserving,
protecting, and promoting
them enables tribal students
to withstand the' challenges
posed by neo-liberal and
market-driven; assimilation.
A context-specific education
that takes into account their
aspirations for modernity,
combined with their socio-
cultural reality, is the need of
the hour. Ih the multi-ethnic
context of Northeast India, a
“culturally responsive educa-
tion” can offer a meaningful
solution. Its features can
be:* (i) teachers develop a
positive attitude towards
the students’ socio-cultural
context; (ii) open and free

development processes is
vital to the student’s suc-
cess at school and to cogni-
tive, physical, moral, social,

linguistic, and personality

development.

Studies show that the
indigenous youth possess

particular learning styles that
putthem at a disadvantage in
schools'that follow a uiiiform
teaching method. Indigenous
epistemology isboth individ-
ual and communal, idiosyn-
cratic, and contextualised.

It recognises the stability

that comes from acquiring

life skills that help preserve
indigenous knowledge, prac-

tices, and philosophies. It

comes from gaining deep

wisdom about the pressures

of contemporary societal
contexts. Besides, paying
close attention to ethnic

tion. Their own language
enables minority groups to
articulate effectively their
history, culture, and politi-
cal aspirations. It also helps
them to develop a greater
understanding of and love
for their own culture. For the
indigenous peoples, show-
ing their indigenous roots
is important not only for

identity purposes but also to.

protect their legal rights to
services, land, and welfare
programmes. However, often
even the best-intentioned
educational policies can
work to the detriment of in-
digenous language, culture,
arid identity preservation.
Hence, education needs to
be contextualised to give
expression to local concerns
and aspirations. However,
the rights (5fminority groups
should become part of the
broader educational cur-
riculum, and that canmake
students, o fdominant groups

too aware of their respon-'

sibility towards minority
communities.
The justification for cul-

," Scholars point out that three issues ,

are crucial in the e
minorities: culture, la

ducation ofethnic »

nguage, and identity.

Preserving, protecting, andpromoting them
enables tribal students to withstand the
challenges posed by neo-liberal and *

market-driven assimilation. A context-specific \’

education that takes into account their
aspirationsfor modernity, combined with theif

socio-cultural reality, i

s the need o fthe hour.

In'the multi-ethnic context ofNortheast India,

a “culturally responsiv

e education ” can offer

a meaningful solution.

epistemologies, educators
also should take into account
the general aptitudes, capa-
bilities; and interests of'mi-
nority students so that they,
too, may derive optimum

turally responsive educa-
tion comes from a general
beliefthat students of ethnic
minorities consistently per-
form lower than their peers
according to traditional mea'-

benefits from the education msures ofschool achievement

system. UNESCO's call for
sinclusive education” should
encourage pblicy-makers.
and educators to adopt a
pedagogy and school gov-
ernance that are flexible,
accommodative, arid respon-

because theirhome culture is
at odds with the'culture and
expectations ofschools. This
mismatch in culture results
in the perennial “achieve--
merit gaps.” In response to
,these gaps, educators have

sive to both the cultural con- *theorised thatschooling must

text and,community modes
of formal and non-formal
learning across generations.

A multicultural approach to

cultural exchange in schools; 1 education can be the right

(iii). curriculum reflecting
cultural diversity; and (iv)
instructional strategies to be
consistent with the studeftt’s
cultural experiences. Re-
search shows that students
leam a subject matter better

lief and outward action. To
profess faith yet actunjustly

step in this direction.

The local language in
education is crucial in this :
context for identity forma-

tion, as a powerful tool of
, empowerment and an effec-
tive instrument of socialisa- .

riieaningful work, it begins

' to wither. For the youth,

in society is to fracture this * whose very essence is pos-

unity, reducing religion to
performance. -

sibility and becoming, pro-
longed unemployment often

The question Is therefore < transforms into despair. The

not only practical but ethi-
cal: If the hands that rise in
prayer are the same hands
that steal in society, is ittruly
God who is worshipped—or
merely-the self in disguise?
Yet this-tension calls us
to reflection: What is the
purpose of education in a
world where power decides
who may enterand who must
wait? Canjustice truly exist
if opportunity is inherited

dream of contributing to so-
ciety, ofgiving formto one’s
skills and education, slowly
erodes, leaving behind only
the heavy weight of futil-
ity. Depression, then, is not
merely a personal struggle—
it is the silent cry of a gen-
eration whose potential is
left unused. Philosophers
have long argued that labor
is more than survival; it. is
a mode of self-realization.

rather than earned? And if . To work is to affirm one’s
so many bright minds are placfe in the world, to weave

silenced by circumstance/ oneself into the fabric of
what future can we imag-

community. When oppor-

ine for the generations to w®funities are absent, youth

’

come? oV

For centuries, education
has been upheld aS the light
that guides humanity out of
ignorance. Yet, in.ourpresent
times, we witness atroubling
paradox: no matter how'
deeply one cultivates wis-
dom, without social connec-
tions or influence, the path to.
,opportunity remains closed.
This raises a profound ques-
tion about the essence of
justice. Ifmeritisignored in
favour of favouritism, then
education loses its emanci-
patory power and becomes
merely ornamental.

When the human spir-
it is denied the dignity of

are alienated not only from
economic life but from their
own sense ofpurpose. Thus,
unemploymentis not simply :
an economic statistic—it is
an Existential wouhd
Itwould be naive to claim
that governments must pro-
vide' employment to all,
for rio society can guaran-
tee such a totality. Yet it is
equally naive to absolve
leaders ofresponsibility. The;

Igovernment can reform edu-'

cation and policies to match
industry needs (tegh, green
energy, healthcare, creative
industries), create partner- m
ships .between universities
and industries so graduates

be designed and practised
in ways, that more closely
match the cultures students
bring with them from-home.
Hence, in the light of the
distinct historical, linguistic,
and sociocultural realities of
Northeast India’s tribal com-
munities, adopting culturally
relevant and context-specific
education is imperative to en-
sure pedagogical inclusivity,’

are prepared for real jobs,
not just exams. Policies
are not merely bureaucratic

tools; they are moral instru-'

ments by which a society
declares whose future mat-
ters. To create opportunities
is to affirm the dignity of
the young. To neglect such
responsibility is’to abandon
them to hopelessness, and

by extension, tq weaken the.

very future ofthe nation. Do
we, as a society, allow .our
youth to drown in despair,
or do we rise to create the
conditions in which their
potential can flourish?
Yours etc.,
Me'banrihunlang Nongrem,
Via email

GST relief
brings cheer

Editor, =

For years, ordinary peo-
mie have lived under the
weight of GST, a tax many
jokingly called the “Great
Suffering TaS.”Yes, it came
down hard, emptying 'our
wallets arid dampening our
-spirits tod everi our hopes
ofdreaming big. From medi-
cines to school notebooks
and even basic food items,
nothing was spared. People
struggled on with this burden
with a great deal of groan
and moan. o

Now, a fresh GST an-

sustam indigenous heritage,
and promote equitable educa-
tional outcomes that are both
academically rigorous and
culturally affirming. Such a
pedagogical approach will
not only, help preserve in-
digenous knowledge systems
and affirm cultural, identity
blit will also bridge educa-
tional disparities, fostering
both academic success and
socio-cultiiral empowerment
of ethnic communities.
Ethnicity is a legitimate
grouping in a pluralist na-
tion-state. In a multicultural
context, the needs of every
sub-unit ofthe population are
the responsibility ofthe state
and ofits citizens. State insti-
tutions have a pivotal role to
play in inclusively embrac-
ing all social groupings with
th&f diverse sociocultural
expressions. The education
system, in particular,'with
its emancipatory promises,
;can take along every aspir-
ing-group towards common.
nation-buildingwhile allow-
ing the latter enough space to
express their individualities.
While culturally relevant

- education is.crucial for ethnic

minorities, it is also impor-
tant to remember that such
an education cannot happen
in isolation. Educational
space for ethnic minorities
should be created within the
broader national educational
framework. The students
belonging to minority groups
should be all6wed freedomto.
explore'and affirm their eth-
nic identities and, provided
with spaces for free expres-
sion oftheir ethnic individual
identities within the broader
social space ofthe country. It
means that caution needs to

.be exercised while creating

such an educational space.
Inserting cultural knowledge
as self-contained curricu-
lar material fundamentally
changes the meaning of cul-
ture and forces, students to
choose between “academi-
cally, successful” or being
sa Bodo, Garo, Khasi, Naga’
and fails to alter the culture
and structure of schooling.
Culture isnot something that
can be taught as a'discrete
school subject. Rather, the'
focus of education should
be on self-determination of
ethnic minority groups, insti-
tutional discrimination, and
indigenous epistemologies.

' Advancing context-spe-
cific education for the tribal
students of Northeast Jndia
is not merely, an academic
reform but also a strategic
imperative to honour their
cultural heritage, address
unique socio-linguistic reali-
ties, and empower communi-/
ties with learning that isboth
locally resonant and globally
relevant.

(The writer is with North
Eastern Social Research
Centre, Guwahatistalatines-
rc@gmail.com). !

nouncement has’ finally
brought unprecedented
cheer. What has "come as a
-big relief is zero GST on
health care and insurance.
Earlier, the state was charg-
ing a whopping 18% on ser-
vices linked to survivaland
healing: The government
seemed riierciless —almost
like taxing life itself. With
this new policy, citizens can
breathe a little easier.
Another happy change
is the removal of the 12%
GST on school stationery!
Essential items like exercise
books, pencils, and pens
—the basic tools of learning
--were once treated like lux-
uries. The weaker sections of
society, already struggling’
with high prices, had to pay
extra just to educate their
children, Now, with the tax
gone,' classrooms should feel
more welcoming and afford-
able. Needless to say, no
developing nation can.truly m
thrive ifhealth is treated as a
privilege or if knowledge is
burdened with faxes.
Yours etc.,
! ¢ Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Teaching in the
ageofAl
Editor,

The .article “Teaching’
in the .age of disruption”

A Sociological Reflection

Eco-Feminism
and the Khasi
Worldview

By Teinam Dkhar

Eco-femini'sm is a per-
spective that connects the
domination of women with
the exploitation of nature. It
argues thatjust as patriarchal
‘systems marginalize women,
modern development mod-
-els exploit the environment,
both treated as resources to-
be. controlled. Through my
study of Sociology of Envi-
ronment, | began to realize
that eco-feminism isnotonly

a theoretical framework but :

also a way ofunderstanding
my own cultural roots as
a Khasi. In our language,
traditions, and festivals, |
find echoes of eco-feminist
values that emphasize bal-
ance, care, and respect for
the natural world..

The rise of eco-feminism
across the globe emerged

alongside environmental *

and women’s movements.
In India, it found a living
expression in struggles Hke
the Chipko Movement ofthe

1970s, where rural women -
ofUttarakhand hugged trees ;

to protect them from defor-
estation. Their resistance,
was not only about saving,
forests but about protecting
their water, fuel, and liveli-
hoods. Similarly, the Appiko
Movementin Karnataka dur-_
-irig the 1980s emphasized
the need for forest conser-
vation, biodiversity protec-
tion, and sustainable use of
resources. These movements ¢

highlighted how women -

and marginalized commu-

festivals. The Chad Sukra
festival* celebrated by the
Jaintia community before
the sowing season, is not
only aprayerforagood bar-
vest but also a reminder of
the-importance of conserv-
ing the fertility of the soil
and maintaining harmony T
with nature. Similarly, the «
Shad Suk Mynsiem festival
among the Khasi peopleisa ;
thanksgiving celebration for o
the gifts ofnature, where rit-
uals and dances express the
community’s gratitude for. .
the cycles of life. These fes-
tivals are cultural practices,
butthey also cany ecologi-
cal messages: they remind us
thathuman survival is tied to
respecting and protecting the
environment, v

Inmy sociological under-
standing, especially through
the claSses | have taken on
the' Sociology of Environ- m
ment, | feel inspired to'ex-,
plore these connections fur- m
ther. TDigging on Khasi terms =
and festivals has shown me '
that eco-feminism is riot ¢
just an imported concept ’
but something already pres-
ent in our worldview. Itis a
rediscovery of knowledge
that our ancestors lived by,

areminder that the environ- =

ment is sacred and that our
relationship with it must be
guided by respect, care, and *
.balance.

Eco-feminism teaches
that the struggles of women

and the struggles of na- =

nities are most affected by 1ture are deeply connected.

environmental degradation,

While the Chipko arid Ap- !

while also being leaders in mpiko movements highlight "

conservation.

In Khasi culture,"eco-
feminist ideas are embed-
ded in language itself. The
use of Ka (feminine) and U
(masculine) to name natu-
ral forces reveals how our
ancestors, imagined nature
in gendered terms. For in-
stance, Ka Mei-Mariang
(Mother Nature), Ka Urn-
(water), Ka Sngi (the sun),
and .Ka Leilieh (the night)
are feminine, associated
with nurturing, fertility, and
renewal. On the other hand,
U Slap (the rain), U Pyrthat
(lightning), and U Kdur
(thunder) are masculine, rep-

resenting energy, strength, ’

and sometimes destruction.
Rather than placing one
above the other, this world-
view, emphasizes comple-
mentarity and balance, an
understanding very close to,
eco-feminist thought. @’
Therelationship between
people;and nature is also
reflected in Khasi and Jaintia

(ST September 5, 2025) by
Patricia Vlukhim made in-

this truth through acts of '
resistance, Khasi andJaintia
traditions embody it through -
language, festivals, arid cul-
tural practices. Referring to
nature as Ka Mei-Mariang
or Ka Leilieh is more than
a linguistic choice, it is'a
worldview that gives dignity
to nature’s forces. m .
As | reflect on these les-
sons,-I realize that environ-
iriental conservation is not
only about laws and policies
but also about remembering
and reviving our cultural
values. Protectirig forests,
rivers, and soil is inseparable
from protecting identity,
culture, and community. ;

To honor both women and -

nature, we must return to !
these values of balance and ;
iriterdeperiderice, which our
traditions have preserved
for generations. In this way,
eco-feminism becomes not
only a theory but also a
lived reality in the Khasi
worldview.

role of teachers in the age .
of Al? From instructor to

teresting reading and to sub- >mentor, teachers are shift-

stantiate her views it is fact

ing from content delivery

that we are living through a m.to facilitating interpreta-

pedagogical inflection point
where education is no lon-".
ger alinear transmission of
knowledge, but a dynamic,
contested and ,increasingly
. algorithmic terrain. Al tu-
tors, chatbots and adap-
tive platforms are reshaping
how students leam but also,
they cheat, disengage or
bypass critical thinking. Stu-
dents often Use Al tools for
shortcuts, eroding the value
of struggling with inquiry.
Digital distractions (phones,
" social media, multitasking)
compete with classroom
engagement. Teachers now
battle not just'boredom,
but algorithmic dopamine
loops.:Traditional exams
and assignments are easily
gamed by generative AlJ.
Educators must now design
authentic, application-based
assessments. Post-pandemic
classrooms are emotionally
volatile. Anxiety, isolation
and trauma disrupt learning
far more than curriculum
gaps. Artificial Intelligence
(Al) tools are powerful but
not universally accessible.
Linguistic, infrastructural
and economic divides mean
.some students are left be-
hind.
So, what is the evolving

tion, ethical, navigation* and
critical inquiry. They help ; .
students question Al out-
puts, spot bias and apply
knowledge meaningfully.
Al can personalise instruc-
tion, but cannot replicate
empathy,lencouragement or

moral guidance. Teachers =

read emotional cues, medi-
ate conflict and build trust
- functions no algorithm
can mimic. Al is an ally, not
adversary and educators use

it to'automate grading, gen- . .;

serate quizzes and personalize V -

assignments, freeing time -;

i
]
i
i
]
J

1
i

for deeper engagement. The v j

best teachers now co-design
learning experiences with -
:Al, not compete against
it. Teachers are becoming
networked professionals;
sharing strategies across bor-
ders and disciplines. They
must continuously upskill,
adapting to new tools while
preserving pedagogical in-
tegrity. ;
, " Yours etc;
VKLyngdoh,
Via email
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rmani’s passing at the age of
91 has.closed a golden age in
high fashion, and consolidated

I. The impact and legacy of a fashion icon

artistic vision into an enduring cultural
phenomenon.

the legacy of a visionary who forever, A maximalist minim alist

redefined the. codes of contemporary
style. The designer’s death marks a
crucial moment for an empire that
generates annual revenues of €2.3 bil-
lion euros.

Armani transformed fashion with un-
structured silhouettes that challenged
decades of sartorial tradition. At a
time when shoulder pads dominated the
catwalks and men’s suits still followed
rigid Victorian codes, the Milanese
designer proposed something, radi-
cally different: sophistication through
simplicity.'

His genius lay in understanding that
true luxury did not shout, but whi5-
Pere(?~ relaxed structure and flow-
ing lines of Armani jackets freed both
mnen and women alike from the stric-
tures of extreme formality., Armani’s
.business success was, in essence, this
concept of understated elegance turned.
into-a multi-million-euro empire.

Dressing the dreams of millions

Armani is recognised for hav-
ing invented .red carpet fashion, an
achievement that transcends the textile
industry and enterslhe realm of popu-
lar culture.

'From Richard Gere in the 1980 film
.American Gigolo to today’s stars, the
Italian designer understood that dress-
ing Hollywood meant dressing, the
dreams of millions of people. '

His creation's did more than just
adorn bodies. They constructed char-
acters, defined* eras, and set global
standards of aspiration. On screen,
each Armani suit became a silent ex-
pression of what>it meant to be elegant,,
powerful and desirable.

Armani also helped to make the
“made in Italy” label synonymous with
quality for consumers, elevating Italian
manufacturing to the highest levels of
prestige. Far more than a fashion de-
signer, he was a cultural-ambassador
.who exported.Mediterranean’sophisti-
cation to global markets, from Tokyo
to New York.
¢« The Armani empire is not only a tes”
tament to commercial success, but also
*to the ability to transform a coherent

In an industry beholden to ostenta-
tion, Armani embraced sober restraint
as his creative philosophy.
His neutral palettes, exqui-
site textures and impeccable
cuts proved that it was pos-
sible to be both revolution-,
ary and subtle. Each garment
was an exercise in subtrac-
tion, in stripping away the
unnecessary to reach the
pure essence of*the design.

This minimalist.approach
was not one of coldness,
but distilled warmth. His
garments enveloped the
wearer in a Second skin of
confidence, transforming
clothing from mere attire,to
psychological armour. ,

For more than five de-
cades, Armani shaped mod-
ern elegance with a clarity
of vision that extended far
beyond fashion.

Armani’s influence ex-
tends: from the architec-
ture of his boutiques to the
philosophy of life he rep-
resented: beauty fouhd in
simplicity, power expressed
with moderation.

Today, as the fashion
world mourns this irrepa-
rable loss, it is clear that

Giorgio Armani did not just
dress bodies: he dressed an
era.,

His legacy will livelon
in every silhouette that cel-
ebrates elegance over osten-
tation, in every garment that
favours' subtlety over flashiness, and
in every designer who understands that
true revolution sometimes talks to us
in the quietes't of voices.

“ll Signore Armani”, as he was af-.
fectionately known, leaves behind not
only a commercial etnpire, but also a
masterclass in how<authentic artistic
vision can transform entire indus-
tries. In an increasingly noisy world,
his quiet voice now resonates maore
strongly than ever.

An astute entrepreneur control over

) ) commerciallstrategy.
The Armani empire was more than a-

brand. It was a meticulously structured
financial ecosystem, and thebusiness’
design reflects its founder’s strategic
vision: Giorgio Armani as the flagship

haute couture brand, Emporio Armani
as the accessible luxury segment, and m
Armani Exchange for the youth market,
This segmentation allowed the.group to
reach multiple demographics without
undercutting or jeopardising its core
business. ,

In an industry dominated by con-
glomerates .like LVMI1 and Kering,
Armani wasthe exception: he was both
CEO and sole major shareholder of
the(company,.and'maintaihed absolute

The compahy

as one of the most successful

mBeyond clothes

Armani’s financial

its creative vision and

This,independence was ideological,,
but also *financially- astute.1Without
pressure from external shareholders,
the group was able to maintain healthy
profit margins and consistently rein-

vest in. its global'infrastructure.

is estimated to be
worth between €6 billion and C7 bil-
lion today, but regardless of the exact
figure, Armani has .established himself

;neurs in-the history of fashion.

genius
evident in his ability to diversify. The

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon opposite Mercury on your solar return chart will give amazing results,
ft is going to be a great year for you because of this beautiful placement.
You will get success in whatever you do. You will be meeting top personali- 'm
ties arid lot of influential people. You will become'socially very active and
also eam good money. You will indulge a bit in matters of self-realization.
You will take adequate care of your health and, stream-lining your budget.
Philanthropic schemes will attract you. Youwill make good progress in your, :
job/business. You will also share-good equations with your,bosses. You will ;
also do.yourwork very sincerely-Your naturalleadershifi qualities will make
you very positive in your action. You will, also have a wonderful romantic life,
and those who are single will get married. You will welcome guests and enjoy
yourtime in merry making. You can also purchase a new vehicle or house.
You will,develop deep faithin God. -

e
‘This week for you’

Aries: (March21-April20)Authorityfigures, eiders, parents,"or influential people
in'your life tend tp support andfespect you. Your general well-:
being and emotional health depend on sound and meaningful
relationships—both social and romantic. Financial prosperity or

Special attention to and from a partner islin focus. You keep
an open mind and are receptive to new ideas and professional
opportunities, which could lead to a newjob while some ofyou,
will be infor a promotion, perks, recognition and prestige..Com-
munications from overseas are hopeful and exciting.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) Smoothening out your close personal relationships « :

iswhat makes you happy during this cycle. Youwould maintain
goodreiatiorisandtrytogive others exactlywhatyou would liketo
receivejustnow. It's notaboutyou rightnow-ifs aboutsomeone
else and the sweeter your attentions, the more delicious your
« rewards will be. You have agreater need than usual forcontact'
and exchange. In general, you are adaptable when it comes
, to yourwork. The more willing you are to take onadditional o r
different types of work, the more positive the rewards.

Gemini: (May 22-June 21) This can be atime of achievement, career advance-
ment and success in business.' Work-related travel or the '
. reaching ofa wider network is possible at this time. Yourwork
status may change for the better, Friends are more willing to
help you on your road to success. An event may occur that
expands your career or professional interests,- and yo'u derive
more pleasure from these activities. More freedom is likely to
be experienced in your relationships, integrity and honesty are
the key to attaining your desires now. You need to keep your
eyes open for opportunities. ¢

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) Your need for alittle attention and career matters'.
come to a head. You're called to perform,- perhaps on a mo-
ment's notice, and it's best to keep your coot and do whatever
you can to show your competence. A sudden job opportunity,
or some form of assistance with regard to. career, home, or
property matters, could be part of the picture. This can also,
produce an event that requires you to take charge and show,
your responsible side. Your mind is especially inquisitive and
learning, short trips, and other forms of communication and
making connections appeal strongly.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) Afinandal boostis possible, or you may gain financially
through your partner. Adeep and intimate connection made now

could be revitalizing and even healing. You are more inclined
.towantto smooth over differences in a partnership concerning
the. sharing of power, intimacy matters, finances, and other m
emotionally charged topics. Intimate relationships are intensi-
fled now. You find yourself more accountable than ever when
it COMESto your work and output. You may have to draw some

boundaries with friends and the demands of others. ,

Jjjfa

Virao- (Auqust 24 - September 22There is likely to be more activity, move-
M “ me(1( and communications with co-workers. You are
flr
J®& s

inclined to want to learn new work skills, or to improve your
proficiency and output- It would be better to look at long-term

V1
social success may come,through your spouse at this time: -
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investments and speculations for.financial gains,; Your ap-
_ c = proach to work at this time is pleasant, happy”and logical, for
the most part, unless you. allow worry or scattered energy to
enter the picture. You might also enjoy deciding on ,a different
health or nutrition program.

v e ,
Com/

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) This week highlights friendship,, romance
and love inyour life. Youtendtp take more interestin organizing
: your working environment-and this is an excellent time to do
so0. You are especially objective and intelligent when itcomes
to getting a handle on your daily affairs and ail the little things
.that contribute to a feeling of efficiency and competency. This
is an especially introspective period during which you have the
| I ‘chance to truly uncover your personat strengths and talents.
... 1 : There would be some changes in your social circle, and you
will meet new people.’.'m ot

mScorpio: (October 24 - November 22) Business partnerships may suffer from
L. ego conflicts, O] adversaries may be .challenging,.Use this
: i m energy to work cooperatively on interpersonal issues. You
a : Q.
yoa lr e
‘ >l

s may even find that you seem to need someone's assistance
in order to do what ftu want to achieve; When a difference
arises, you are quick tg settle it and have little patience for
sweepirtgmattersundertherug.Y puaremorewillingthanusual
to explore life's secrets. Business.projects and associations

S V are opening up and wfdening your horizons so you need to

- "thinkexpansively. ; mmm V

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)It would be wi.ser to face difficult
1 , " people and toudfi situations rather than take the easy way put
-m m forvictoryandsuccessirtprofessionalventures.Don'ttakethe

one you love for granted but show your love and appreciation. :

‘Some associations Would be competitive in business, but you.
shine and work well in your field of activity. You. may have to

m facedifficuit people and exercise special care in handling them.

- Youridealistic nature is stimulated, and you are likely toyearn

m ; fora connection to more spiritual or idealistic pursuits.- ]

Capricorn:(December22. January 20)TPersQnairelationshipsgainaromaritic
and exciting quality. You've been busywith all sorts ofeveryday
activities, deeply involved in your work and routine. It's time to

[ ] ;)\ balance your life with some down time— to help you.balance'
= your lifestyle and gain time to.rejuvenate. Jssues come to light
‘' @ that originate from deep within. It's an excellent time'to get in

[] « touch with what's been brewing beneath the surface. A secret

may be revealed. Communications from overseas are hopeful

A and exciting as business opportunities are extended to you.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) During this phase you feel attracted to
people with.whom you_can communicate well and exchange

ideas. You kriowhowtorelate to others, andyou do itin anatural
. andwarmmanner. Youwill seek chatty and enthusiastic friends
who stimulate'your mental abilities. Your approach to work is
pleasant and happy for the most part, unless you allow'worry
-or low energy to get the better of you. You are inclined to want

; to leam new work skills, or to improve your skills and outputin
terms of work.. There is likely to be more activity, movement,
' . contact, and communications with co-workers now. \ ]

. Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)This is a phase that brings excellent results
forcompetition, written examinations, and legal matters. You're,
at your best when you are showing the world'your practical,
competent, and responsible, side. Rut off making important

: -decisions with regard to family and domestic matters just now
and take care when it comes to communicating with family
members. Extra care should be exercised when it comes to
matters surrounding romance, children, and creativity. Be as
non-judgmental.as you can with romantic partners and your
children. Spending time in solitude among natural surroundings

i/mt,

is therapeutic and healing.. - - - v

company operates a line of restaurants
and cafes around the world, and fs plan-

ning* together with UAE-based firm.
F.maar Properties, to launch a chain

of luxury hotels arid resorts in majors
cities including'New -York and Tokyo.

This expansion is the'logical extension

of a.,brand that; had managed to tran-

scend fashion and become synonymous-
with an aspirational lifestyle. -

The Armani business had also ex-
panded into music, sport dnd Italian
cuisine, creating an ecosystem of mutu-
ally reinforcing.brands that maximised:
the value.of its intellectual property?

This paid off, as at times when other,
luxury groups were’hit by market.flue,-!
tuations, Armani, showed exceptional
mresilience'sf-its revenue‘grew by 16.5%{
in .2022, despite volatile markets.

The group’s conservative strategy
of maintaining a cash* reserve of over,
€1 billion also enabled it-to navigate
eeconomic crises without relying on
external financing or strategic part-
ners. This liquidity/proyided stabil-
ity, as .well as “bargaining power and:
the .ability to, make countercyclical;
investment's, ; 1

LA business.model to emulate
m Armani’s financial success was no
fluke. , mmy - am(’ . -

His model combined vertical controll
mwf production with strategic geographi-
cal expansion, as well as brand man-
agement tha,t maximised the price of
Armani’s superior quality. '

As. the fashion world mourns his loss*
as a designer, financial analysts”will*
be eulogising Armani as-a business*
strategist who built one of the luxury:
sector’s most profitable and stable*
companies. e -

He managed to maintain marginsl
abovel20% for decades, expand'glob-
ally without losing its bTand identity,-
and resist the pull of industry .consoli-
dation. All of this makes his legacy re-'
quired reading for any business school,
student. .- o "

The empire Armani leaves behind is;
'not just a collection of assets. It it is
the embodiment of an understanding;
that true luxury cannot be bought, .it
must be built. Brand by brand, shop:
by shop, season after season.

e . (The Conversation)

entrepre-

t
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No7organ transplants will
not make you live forever

X 'Y "' T inat do world leaders talk about when they

\7V /. think we’re not listening? This week it was

V V the idea of living forever.

Russian president Vladimir Putin and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping were caught off-guard at a
military parade in Beijing discussing the possibility
of using biotechnology to pursue immortality.

In particular, Putin suggested repeated organ
transplants could keep aperson young forever.

There’s a lot to unpack here.-The idea of lifespan
extension is less outlandish, and less objectionable,
than it might seem. But as a bioethicist, 1 do have
some concerns. m -

Could transplants allow us to live forever? Pu-
tin’s suggestion that we can achieve immortality
via repeated organ transplants is almost certainly,
false. ' mam

One. obvious question is'where these,organs
would come-from. Transplantable organs are a
scarce medical resource. Using them to sustain the
life of an ageing autocrat would deprive others of
life-saving transplants.

However, Putin may have been envisaging lab*
grown organs-created using stem cells. This ap-
proach would not deprive others of transplants.

Unfortunately for Putin, while scientists can grow
miniature “organoids” 'that:model some aspects of
human tissues, creating-full-size'transplantable
organs remains far beyond current capabilities.

Even if, hypothetically, we had access to limits
less replacement organs,.ageing erodes our body’s
general resilience. ,

", This would make recovering from repeated trans-
plant surgeries - which are significant,operations
- increasingly unlikely.

Our .ageing brains present an even-deeper, ob-
stacle. We can replace a kidney or. a liver without
any threat to our identity. But we cannot replace our
brains; whoever, inhabits our bodies after a brain
transplant would not be us.

There may be better routes to increasing lon-
gevity. m

Scientists have prolonged the lives of labora-
tory animals such as monkeys, mice and fruit flies
through drugsy genetic alterations, dietary changes
and cellular reprogramming (which involves revert-
ing some Ofthe bqgdy’s cells to a “younger”, more
primitive state). - .

It’s always challenging to translate animal stud-r
ies to humans. But nothing suggests human ageing/
is uniquely beyond modification. .

In 2024, Putin launched a national>project to

combat ageing. Could Rustsia deliver the necessary m

scientific breakthrough? Perhaps, though many ex-
perts are doubtful, given Russia’s fragile research
infrastructure.

But Putin is not alone in funding longevity re-
search. Breakthroughs might come'frqm elsewhere
- including, potentially, from major, investments
in anti-ageing biotechnologies'from billionaires

in the West.

Anti-ageing research could bring benefits Wheth-'
er they are authoritarian presidents or Silicon Vall*
ley billionaires, it’s easy to sneer at wealthy elites’t
preoccupation with lifespan extension.

Death is the great leveller; it comes for us all.:
We understandably distrust those who want to risei
above it. ' ,

But we need to disentangle motives and ethics..
It is possible to pursue'worthwhile projects for:
bad reasons.

For example, if | donate to an anti-malaria char-
ity merely to impress mv Tinder date, you might,
roll your eyes at my motivations. But'the donation, r
itself still achieves good, ,

The same applies to .lifespan extension. »

Anti-ageing research could hav« many benefits.
Because ageing raises the risk of almost every ma-
jor disease, slowing it could make people healthier'
at every age.

If we value preventing diseases such as heart
disease, cancer and dementia, we should welcome
research into slowing ageing (which could in turn
help to reduce these problems).

Putin and Xi might seem less concerned with
improving population-health than with postponing
their own deaths. But is it wrong to want longevity? .

: Many of us dread death «this is normal and under-;

standable. Death deprives us of all the goods of life,,

while the prospect of dying can be frightening.

Nor is it suspect to want more-than a “natural”
lifespan. Since 1900, life expectancy in wealthy*
countries' has risen by more than 30 year?. We ,
should welcome further improvements.

The most serious™ ethical concern about lifespan
extension is that if.will result in social stagna-
tion. -

Our views becomeincreasingly rigid as we age.-,
Young minds often bring new ideas. '

If Taylor Swift is still topping the charts in 2089,
many other musicians will miss out. And we will
miss out on enjoying the evolution of pop music. -

Music is one thing; morals are another. The 21st
century is raising niatty new challenges ” such as
climate change and Al developments - that may
benefit from fresh‘moral perspectives, and from
the turnover of political power. -

A Russia still ruled by Putin in 2150 will strike
many as ;the starkest version of this worry. For-
tunately, we need not be too concerned about a-
200-year-old Putin. He is no longer young, and
significant lifespan extensign is probably decades '
away. , . [

Still, the prospect of ageless autocrats, should
give us pause. We should welcome technologies that
slow ageing and help us staiy healthier for longer,
while remembering that even good technologies
can have bad effects.- ' ' ’

, If we succeed in dramatically extending
lifespans, we will need to work out how to-prevent
our societies from-becoming as static as some of the
elites who lead them. (The Conversation)
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*This is no timefor ease and comfort
It is time to.dare and endure.

—W.inston Churchill
The Shillong Tinies
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Drag of a dream

A high point of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Japanvisit was the signing o fagreements spanning
trade, infrastructure etc, in which the Bullet Train
project figured prominently. An understanding
is that Japan’s next-gen E10 Shinkansen trains
would be launched simultaneously in India and
Japan, with the Ahmedabad-Mumbai sector getting
set fbr the launch. While a substantial amount of
work related to the bullet train service has been
completed, mainly in the Gujarat sector; work is
progressing along the Maharashtra stretch too: The
508km stretch would eventually see high-speed
trains ferrying passengers, at d speed of around
300km per hour. Promises are that the works would
be completed in another five years’time, and that
.partial operations could commence in two years.

* Nc>tably, the bullet train project, initially con-
ceived by the UPA, was taken forward by I*rime
Minister Narendra M odiVNDA government
immediately after he took charge in 2014. The
Ahmedabad-Mumbai sector was selected for the
pilot project; with local funding from the Centre
and the two state? governments apart from that of
Japan. Reports are that a sum ofnearly Rs 80,000
crore has been spentso far. O fthe 28 steel bridges;
only nine havebeen completed. Amajor milestone
was the recent opening of the first section of the
21 km underseatunnel between Mumbai’s Bandra-
Kurla Complex and Thane. A big,disappointment,
however, is over the drag that typified this major
infrastructure project. Modi has completed two.
terms in power and is currently into the third five-
year term, which could last till 2029. Itis unlikely
that the pilot projectcould see near-completion by
that time, considering the delays,that plagued its
implementation so fah Admittedly, a change of
government in Maharashtra for a period, when the
BJP was out of power during this phase, caused
uncertainties for the project.

The Shiy-Sena-NCP-Congress government
stopped funding the project during this period.
With the BJP returning to power in the statein alli-
ance with breakaway factions ofthe Shiv Sena and
NCP, the .cooperation for the project was revived.
But,,even the progress o fthe works along the Guja-
ratsector remained slow. This largely is a problem

with the mindset and less with financial support.
Notably, the technical expertise for the project
came from Japan, alongside funds too. Govern:
ments as well as the bureaucracy in this -country
move at a snail’s pace. Paperwork and even petty
sanctions get caught in bureaucratic lethargy and
red tape. Egos clash. Japan started its high-speed
bullet train project halfa century ago. China today
runs trains at double the speed of Japan’s bullet
trains. Trains that run with Magnetic Levitation
(Magi .ev) technology in China claim a speed of
-more than 600km per hour. Notable also is the
factthat the Vande Bharat trains, introduced with
much fanfare by the Modi government in recent
years, boast of a speed of no more than 150km.
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Indian tracks are yet to facilitate a speed of more
than 200km per hour. The bullet train dream still

remains a mirage. .

Letters to the Editor.;

Disruption
during MPSC
' Examination at
St. Anthony’s
Hr Sec. School

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed daily, | wish
to express my deep, frustra-
tion regarding the conduct
of the MPSC examination
for the post of Junior Coop-
erative, Officer held on the
September 6,2025.

One of the centres al-
lotted Was St. Anthony’s’

Higher Secondary School,.

Shillong. To the utter dis-
may of candidates, while
the exam was in progress
inside the classrooms, a
Gospel Retreat was being
’conducted in .the school’s
basketball court. The blaring
loudspeakers, continuous
music, and preaching cre-
ated unbearable disturbance.
For,an exam that demaiided
focus, especially in sections
involving mathematics and
aptitude, such noise was
not only distracting bjat also
unfair to the candidates who
had prepared with sincerity.

This letter is not intended
to criticise any religion or the
institute. Faith and worship
have their sacred place, just
as examinations demand
silence and .seriousness. But

what happened was against

the very decorum of a fair
and impartial examination
environment. Thousands of
aspirants invest their time,
energy, and years of prepa-
ration for these exams, and
such lapses in planning leave
us feeling disheartened. ; ,
| earnestly requestthe au-
thorities concerned to ensure
that in the future, exam cen-
tres are chosen and managed
with greater care. Religious:
or cultural events and com-
petitive examinations must
never be scheduled simul-
taneously in the same prem-
ises. The least that is owed
to aspirants is a-fair chance
to prove themselves without
external, disturbance.
Yours etc.,
A frustrated aspirant, \
Via email

Where is the
Devotion in
Durga Puja

Editor,; . )

Durga Puja is one of the
most auspicious' occasions
for all of us Hindus. Dur-
ing that time, as per sacred
scriptures, we are required
to observe nine days of fast-
ing and maintain complete
purity of action. But what
is sad is that many pandals
in the town organize pro-
grams that are completely
against Hinduism.'Instead
,0f bhajan, kirtan, and other

Recently, | was invited to
a workshop on Agroecology
organized by Focus on Glob-
al South, an NGO based in
Thailand but working across
South and Southeast Asia,
held at Peren, Nagaland. In
the program there was a ses-
sion by Pamchingla Kumr”h,

Conservation

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

tacts with them and adopted
the practice of growing fox-
tail millets. This would make
them the group to whom the
Naga belong (Sino-Tibetan
language speaking groups)

who is the .state coordinator ' the third oldest in South Asia,
ofNEN (North East Net- ~ after the Dravidian and the

work), Nagaland, titled ‘In-
digenous Fanning Systems:.
Pathways to Agro-ecological

Austroasiatic (Khasi), a full
500 years before the Tndo-
Aryan groups who spoke

carry much ofthe destruction
ofthe natural environment in
indigenous territories out, as
seen by what has happened
and is still continuing in
South America. One factor
in the spread.of Naxalite
ideology in Central India is
the perceived failure of the
Indian state to provide for
tribal/indigenous peoples’

-ropes of cane ... and then
placed in position by means
of ropes and levers”. A great
numbero ftrees were felled in
the process, and according to
the author the “whole process
of erecting megaliths and
iron smelting technology ...
resulted in the complete de-
struction o fthe primary forest
on the flat top surface of the
plateau where Cherrapunjee
m(Sohra) is located”. WhateVer
the cause ofthe deforestation

Foundation’. She began by Sanskrit and brought early * 5 tonomy over their land " of the plateau, the perpetra-

asking the participants about
what they understood by the
term ‘indigenous,’ to which
someone replied thatitmeans
belonging to the ‘native’pop-

forms qf Hinduism from.

Central Asia. So, Nagas are-

indeed an indigenous people,
and there is no debate about
it, But the debate becomes:

ulatiori. She agreed with the.", muddled when the criterion

answer and then answered
how the Nagas are indige-
nous by placing them into the
various criteria given by the
UN, which were Originally
derived from the" definition
of Indigenous Peoples (IPs)
given under ILO 169.

/  This convention, known
as the Indigenous and Tribal

for defining indigenous is ex-
pandedto include arguments

that are Connected to the idea.,
;ofthe ‘Noble Savage’.

The idea of the ‘Noble
Savage’comes from western
philosophy, which preaches
the innate goodness and mor-
al superiority ofa ‘primitive’
people living inharmony with

Peoples Convention of 1989, ' nature. In this context, vari-

puts forward two criteria

ous indigenous groups from

and natural resources, which
is rich in mineral resources.
These are the areas where
large tracts of areas covered
by rich forests are being auc-
tioned forminiog or otherex-
tractive industries by corpo-
rations owned by individuals
belonging to non-indigenous
" communities. Indigenous
territories in Dima Hasao,
Karbi Anglong and.Bodoland
are experiencing something
similar. Butthe loss ofiforest
and biodiversity isnot always
caused by forces external to
the indigenous community.
Many times, it is they who

for identifying indigenous .aroundthe world*whose way 44 the most violence to the

peoples: subjective and ob-
jective. Self-identification
and community acceptance
make up the subjective crite-
rion. The objective criterion
is descent from populations
who inhabited the country

of life strongly connects to
nature, are identified as the
‘primitive’ people. Most of
them liye in highly inacces-
sible areas, such as moun-
tains, tundra, and islands,
where biodiversity remains

environment.

The vast*swath of grass-
‘land right across eastern
Meghalaya stretching all the
way from West Khasi Hills
to East Jaintia Hills.resulted
from the deforestation that

or geographical region at high. Studies have constantly « g5 ted around 2000 years ago.

the time of conquest, colo-
nisation, or establishment of
present state boundaries and/
or retention of some social,
economic, cultural, and po-

showed'that areas Where
indigenous communities are
residing have better forest
cover,-harbouring a great deal
of biodiversity. R

litical institutions, irrespec-’ ® Indiahas four biodiversity

tive oftheir legal status.The
objective criterion is most
important here because it ad-
dresses long-term settlement,
.which can be simplified to

hotspots which coincide with
the homeland ofmany indig-
enous groups, viz., Himala-
yas (Siiio-Tibetan groups),
Indo-Burma (Austroasiatic

.when the Khasis discovered
iron smelting. People used
charcoal as the fuel, which
led to the felling of large
numbers of trees. Without
their roots acting as anchors,
heavy rainfall washed away
the topsoil, .making‘it dif-
ficult for the trees to come
back. Hardy, grasses took
their place. Around the same

refer to the first settlers. This .and Sino-Tibetan groups),’ time, another activity was

is also, what is colloquially
understood as being ‘indig-
enous’ or ‘native’.

I don’t really have much
idea about when the Na-

gas~possibly-arrived'-WHhe” appear that-the-idea ol the—~'quintessential featureofthe"

Western Ghats (Dravidi-
an groups), and Sundaland

gaining traptiOn among the
Khasis, which further sped

(Onge, Jarawas or the AASI/. yp the process of degrada-

Ancient Ancestral South
Indian groups). So, ft would

Northeast, but they are part » ‘Noble Savage’ is correct to
some extent.. However, peo- :erect monoliths, and | saw digenous peoples because

of the larger Sino-Tibetan
language-speaking groups
thatemerged in northern Chi-
na, around the Yellow River
(Huang He) basin (birthplace
of. Chinese Civilisation).
These groups were millet
farmers and domesticated
what is today known as fox-

tail millet. Researchers found ;

people cultivated this species
during the Late Ilarappan
period (2100-1700 BC) in
areas around the periphery of
the Indus Valley Civilization-
So, around 4000 years ago,
the group to which the Naga
belong must have already
reached the northwestern
partofwhatis today India, or
groups living around that area
had already established con-

devotional activities, they
organize various programs
with Bollywood songs; and
vulgar dances righfin front
of the idols Of Maa Durga.
Should the elderly members
who organize these events
encourage younger children
and.youth to enjoy such
cheap entertainment in the
name of Goddess Durga?
What kind of message do
they want to send to the new
generation?

Some puja pandals near
Lower Mawprem always dis-
turbthe neighborhood with
deafening Bollywood songs.
Many,members there, having
no civic sense, are often tipsy
as though no other residents
live there, or have norightto
live in peace. Such irrespon-
sible puja organizers should
not be given permission by
the DC, East Khasi Hills, |
also humbly request the most
respected members of the
Central Puja Committee to
ensure that no prganization
performs their auspicious
puja function in a way that
goes against the ethgs of
Hinduism or shows lack of
civic responsibility.

* Yours etc.,,
Neha Dhananjaya
.Viaemail

We Want
Justice

Editor,
The CBI indication to

pie debate whether we should
acceptthe characterization of
indigenous people'as ‘primi-
tive’, which is how India
defines Scheduled Tribes, the

tion. This was the practice of
erecting monoliths, which are

Khasi landscape. Nagas also

some while | was in Peren.
However, Khasi monoliths
are very distinctive from
Nagas, the most magnificent
among them are the ones

tors were the Khasis. We
know this because the Khasis
had arrived in South Asia
around 5000 years ago (could
be earlier) and had settled in
what is today Meghalaya by
around 4000 years ago.
' At the same time, Khasis .
have a lot of practices whichy
are>today considered to be
the hallmark of conservation
- the Law Kyntang, land-
scape management system,
and the various ecologieal
practices under agriculture.
I don’t want to discuss the
contradiction between en-
vironmental degradation and
environmental conservation
found among the Khasis
for lack of space, but just
want tQ point out that it has
a long, history. So, when
people talk about the present
environmental degradation
taking place in Meghalaya
orchestrated by the Khasis
and question the discon-
nect with their supposed
tribal or indigenous values
(embodied by the concept
of the Noble? Savage) as
something surprising, | want
to say that it is not surprising
at all. Khasis have protected
the environment, but they
have also destroyed it as well,
and they are not.unique in
'it. But that disconnect does
not mean they have lost their
ihdigeneity. The reasoning
that the Khasis are no longer
indigenous because they, do
not practice a certain ecologi-
cal value is utterly false and
malicious.

Khasis and Nagas are in-

they were the first settlers
in their land (and beyond
"from which they were pushed
maway), not because their cul-
ture preaches about living in

official name for indigenous  found in Nartiang. But how parmony syith nature. Not

people. I don’t agree with ;were they erected? And what

that those ecological values

it. But what sometimes gets
missed in the discussion on
biodiversity hotspots is that
while such regions have
extremely high levels of bio-
diversity, they are also under,
significant threat of destruc-
tion from human activities.
So, ifa ‘noble savage’or in-
digenous person is someone

doesithaveto dowiththe de-“ 316 not present,’ but there
forestation that started 2000 were times (past and pres-

years ago?

According to the 2022
paper ‘Cherrapunjee: An
Example of Human Impact
on Environment’by Sukanya
Sharma, the “great stones
were brought sometimes
from considerable distances.

who lives in harmony with After being hewn, the stones

ent) .when they were also
disregarded. Should we try
to revive those ecological
values? Absolutely! But the
cbntradiction between the two*
will.never affect their identity
as indigenous peoples. ]

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the

nature, then who is respon-
sible for the destruction?
Non-indigenous groups

appeal against the Megha-
laya High Court order on the
abominable White Ink Case
involving the then Education
Minister..Ampareen Lyn-
gdoh, is indeed a great relief
to us, relations ofihe victim-
ised passed out teachers, who
ewere'mercilessly deprived
bv the-.Minister in'order to
accommodate her favourite
supporters. We support the
CBI on this move, to at least
see thatjustice is in favour of
the victims, although many of
them have become over-aged
after 17 years, but we hope
the Judiciary will intervene
and that the case ofthe over-
aged victimised teachers be

were laid on large’wooden 'author and do not reflect in

trolleys and dragged across
the country by means of

When Luxury
Thinks Itis Law

Editor, [ J

The recent. incident in
Shillong of persons with
airguns being arrested is not
merely aboutillegal weapons
or impersonation. It is a glar-
ing symptom ofa deeper so-
cial malaise: a brazen culture
of faux power and entitle-
ment among a certain class
who mistake” luxury cars for
power and hire muscle for
authority.

"Mebanshem Snaitang’s
convoy, tinted windows,
blaring siren, an unregistered
Audi, and men in black fa-

considered as itwas then, that ® tigues was notjust “showing

is at the time the interview
was conducted'followed by
the declaration ofresults.
We had some doubts about
the then CBI and the Police,
for,not even finding out the
two helpers of the Minister
who carried out the white ink
job inher house, as disclosed
by Mr. J.D Sangma. We are
pinning Our hopes on the
present CBI chiefto unearth
the scam in the. interest of
justice and public interest.
We earnestly look forward
to receive due justice on the
basis of fairness.
Yours etc.,
K.T. Kyndiah & other
parents of the victimised
candidates,
Via email

off.” It was a calculated per-
formance, an open challenge
to the rule of law, staged
audaciously right outside the
seat of statepower His casual
questioning of whether the
movernment “has any rules”
againstprivate security or air,
guns reveals a dangerously
entitled mindsetthat “wealth
equals exemption.” v

m  The Shillong Police de-

serve credit for acting swiftly.
But this is not an isolated
case. It is part of a disturb-
ing trend where owners of
high-end vehicles draped
in self-styled VIP-ism treat
Shillong’s narrow” congested
.streets as their personal pa-:
rade grounds."We see this
every day. SUVs double-

any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

parked in Laitumkhrah, horns
blaring as if traffic exists, to
serve them. Luxury cars cut-
ting queues near Police Bazar
with tinted windows hiding
smug faces.'They overtake
like VVIPs, expecting roads
to part and pedestrians to
yield, as iftheir car’s price tag
grants them divine right.

Shillong’s charm lies in its
humility, its mist-kissed hills,
.and its close-knit community
spirit not in wannabe dons
playing power games with
air guns and Audi sedans.
This city thrives on mutual
respect, not manufactured
intimidation.

If we do not collectively
call out this culture; if au-
thorities do not consistently
enforce the law regardless
of status or car model, then
incidents like this will keep
-repeating until one day, the-
“intimidation” escalates into
actual violence.

Let this be a wake-up call.
Shillong does not need self-
appointed VVIPs.; It needs
citizens who respect the law,
not those who'believe their
wealth places them above it.

Yours etc.,
Marbiang Lyngdoh Rymbai
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(S1X)

A Tribute to
Bhupen Da

By Narendra Modi

Today, 8th September, is a:
very special day for all those
who are passionate about
Indian culture and music. It
is particularly more special
for my sisters and brothers.
of Assam. After all, it is:
the birth anniversary of Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika, one ofthe
most extraordinary voices
India has ever known. As
you are all aware, this year
marks the beginning of his
birth centenary celebrations.
Itis an occasion to revisit his
monumental contributions to
Indianartistic expression and
public consciousness.

What Bhupen Da gave |

us extends far beyond rnu-
siCi His works embodied
emotions that transcended
melody. More than just a
voice, he was the heartbeat
of the people. Generations
have grown up listening to
his songs, each word resonat-
ing with themes ofkindness,-.
socialjustice, unity and deep-
rooted belonging..

From Assam emerged a

voice that flowed like a time-
less river,Icrossing borders
and cultures, carrying with it
the spirit of humanity.. Bhu-.

hope from his music.

The spiritof ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’,found
powerful expression in Bhu-
pen Hazarika’s life journey.
His works transcended lin-
guistic and regional bound-
aries to unite: people across
the country. He. composed
for films.in Assamese, Ben-
gali'and Hindi. He' made
Assam visible and audibly
to the rest of India. It is no
exaggeration to say that he
helped shape the cultural
identity of modem Assam,
both for those within the
state and for the Assamese
diaspora across the globe.

Bhupen Da. although
notreally a political person;
«did remain connected to the
world of public service as
well. In 1967, he was elected
as an independent MLA from
Nauboicha constituency in
Assam, demonstrating how
deeply his pubfic persona
was rooted in the people’s’
trust. Though he never be-m
'came a career politician, his

passion for serving others
was highly impactful.

The people and Govern-,
inent of India have recog-

pen Da travelled the globe, ®njsed his enormous contri-

rubbed shoulders with the
who’s who across all spec-
trums of society, but he re-
mained deeply connected to
his roots in Assam. The rich
oral traditions, folk melodies
and community storytelling
practice™ of Assam deeply
shaped his early childhood.
These experiences formed,
the bedrock of his artistic
vocabulary. He always car-
ried the spirit of Assam’s
indigenous identity and the ,
ethos of its people;
Brilliance came to Bhupen
Da at a very young age. At
the age ofjust five, he sang
at a public event and,quickly
caught the attention of none
other than Lakshminatfi Bez-
baruah, the pioneering figure
of Assamese literature. By
the tithe he was a teenager,
he had recorded his first song.
But music was only one part
ofhis personality. Bhupfen Da
was as much anintellectual at,
heart...curious, articulate and
cfriven by an insatiable desire
to understand the world.
Cultural legends like.Jyoti
Prasad Agarwala and Bishnu'
Prasad Rabha left a deep
impression on his mind and
also deepened hisspirit ofen-
quiry. It was also this desire
to learn that made him excel
at Cotton College,” Banaras
Hindu University and took
him to the United; States,
where he interacted with
leading academics, think-
ers and musicians Of those
times; He met Paul Robeson, _
the legendary artist and civil
rights leader. Robeson’s song
“Ol’Man River” became the
inspiration for Bhupen.Da’s
iconic composition‘Bistimo
Parore.” The much-admired
former American First Lady,
Eleanor Roosevelt, awarded
him a .Gold Medal for his
performances of Indian folk
music. \ = A
Bhupen Da had the op-'
tion of remaining in the US,
but he returned to India and
immersed himself in music.
From radio to theatre, filmsto
educational documentaries,
he was well-versed in each
ofthese media. Wherever he
went, he emphasised support-
ing young talent. His works
combined lyrical flair and
also gave Social messages,
touching'upon justice for
the poor, rural development,
strength ofcommon citizens,
to name a few. Through his
music, he gave voipe to the
aspirations of. boatmen, tea
garden workers, women,
farmers, etc. In addition to
being nostalgic, BhupenDa’s
works also became a power-
ful lens to view modernity. A
lotofpeople, especially from
the socially backward classes
like him, derived strength and

butions over the years. He
was conferred with several
awards, including the Padma
Shri, Padma Bhushan, Pad-
ma Vibbushan, Dadasaheb
Phalke Award and more. In
2019, it was an honour for
me personally and for the
NDA government that the
Bharat Ratna was conferred
upon him during our ten-,
ure. People from across the
World, especially those from
Assam and the Northeast,
expressed joy that this hon-
our was conferred upon him.
This honour'celebrated the
principles 'that Bhupen Da
held dear to his heart-'that
music, when grounded ip
truth, cantranscend all barri-
ers. Thata song can carry the
weight ofa people’s dreams
and move hearts across the
world. .

7: lrenlember the time Bhu-
pen Da passed away in 2011.
1had seen ontelevision how
lakhs of people attended his /
funeral. Every eye was moist
that time, Even in death,
like in his illustrious life,
he brought people together.
It was thus fitting that he
was cremated at the Jaluk-
bari-hillock™overlooking the
Brahmaputra, the. very river
that had been'thelifeline of
his music, metaphors and
memories. It is gladdening
that tbe Assam Government
has supported the work of
the Bhupen Hazarika Cul-
tural Trust, which isworking
to popularise his lifejourney-
among youngsters.'

Bhupen Hazarika’s life
teaches us the power ofem-
pathy, oflistening to people
.and of staying rooted. His
songs continue to be,sung
by young and old alike. His
music teaches us to be com-
passionate and courageous.
It asks, us to remember our
rivers, our labourers, our tea
workers, oujNari Shakti and
our Yuva Shakti. It encour-
ages us to believe in unity in
diversity.

Bharat is blessed to have
Bhupen Hazarika. As we
celebrate the beginning of
his centenary year, let us
reiterate our commitment to
spreading his message far
and wide. May italso inspire
us to keep working to sup-
port music, arVand culture,
to encourage young talent
and make India a nurturing
ground for creativity and
artistic excellence.

It is only fitting that one*
of India’s most significant
infrastructure projects, the
bridge connecting Dhola
and Sadiya, bears the. name
of Bhupen Hazarika, Just as
his songs connected hearts
across regions, this bridge
connects lands and people.



tHe that can have patience, can have
what he will.”

J [ ]
Benjamin Franklin
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Obverse VIP Cult

THE events pf Friday September 5, when three high
end vehicles with sophisticated weapons (appar-
ently inodem airguns) were parked near the state
secretariat and a dozen men dressed like black cat
commandos were hovering around, are enough to
cause a stir. Now why would a 25 year old stage
this and to what end? What is the psychological
motivation behind this drama? Just two weeks ago,
a journalist from Nagaland,-Deep Saikia was shot
at by a similar type,of gun and was wounded on his
foot and arm and had to be hospitalised. The shooter
said he ,was aiming at birds and shot the journalist
accidentally. The. question everyone is asking is
whether the journalist looked like a bird. This same
journalist had earlier had an altercation with the
Deputy CM of Nagaland, Y Patton on a report he
had filjed which the minister did not like. It’s natural
to put'two and two together and to assume that the
myoung shooter might have been a supporter of Patton
who sought to warn the journalist not to foray into
uncharted territory.

The centrepiece of the Meghalaya incident Me-
ban Snaitang asked rather brusquely whether it was
against the law to carry airguns and employ private,
security and if so under which law? The public of
Meghalaya particularly Shillong who are victims of
interminably long trafficjams have oftenvoiced their
irritation at the VIP vehicles being allowed to ride
roughshod when citizens.are stuck. The irritation is
building up into anger and a time:might soon come
when public anger spills out into'the. streets. While
investigation into the Snaitang affair is going on, the
public can only wonder at the audacious flaunting of
affluence 6f the young man and what demons is he
fighting inside fiis'head and heart.'Clearly, he must
bQ influenced by movies like Zombie Jungle.-

But this,is no laughing matter. It reflects the
kind of society we live in today. The VIP culture
is anathema to many and more .so to those that are
shunted out like dirt when they are walking on the
'roads and VIP vehicles are passing by. This used to
be an egalitarian tribal society. Today it has meta-
morphosed into a broken society, where the affluent
and the underdogs co-exist but with aversion for each
other. The former think it’s their entitlement to ride
roughshod over-the laws arid mles; the latter are ar-
rested on flimsy grounds or treated as lesser humans
because’of their poverty. This flaunting of the VIP
culture in .a tribal society makes people question
what gives the elected VIP or the public servants
the right to treatthe people who elected them with
the disdain that servants are treated. These days the
plethora of political appointees and even relatives'of
ministers also brandish their VIP cult by throwing
their weight around. People notice this and suffer
in silence until a Meban Snaitang arrives to put the

law on its head! V.
with this problem daily. There
Conce n is a saying: “To every problem,
i there is a solution.” I f solutions
from a Dal Iy exist and have been-proven to
work, then.why not implement
Egocr)n‘lmu.ter them regularly forthe benefit of

the public?'

«This is a humble request to-
the authorities—please don’t
wait for special occasion” to
ensure smooth traffic. For us
commuters, every day matters.

AS'3 daily commuter in
Shillong, J am often in awe of
the way the State Government
and the- Traffic Branch of the
Meghalaya Police function. The
traffic jam scenario, especially

duringmorning hours, is-al- " . Yours etc,,
ready chaotic. Butwhatpuzzles Name withheld on request
meinost is how rules and. regu- r - Viaemail
lations are strictly applied only
on certain “important” days. NO Plac_e

: Take Monday for example. for Mobile
I cross the Barik Pointjunction .
every day to drop my daughter Phones IN
off to school. On normal days,
the. situation during school M PSC & DSC
hours is sheer chaos.- Vehicles , .
coming from PB areatry to head Exam | natl ons
towards Civil Point, while those Editor,

from the other side attempt to
getto [GP-Police Bazaar Road,
With no proper intersection,
point, drivers are left to. criss-
cross in confusion, causing
bottlenecks and frustration.
However, today the situation
mwas' entirely different. There
was aclear diversion right from
Barik Point dp to Civil Point;
traffic personnel were deployed
along the stretch, and they gave
proper directionsto drivers. The
result? Smoothtraffic flowand a
calm commute. Andthe reason?  devices are still allowed in
The. ongoing Autumn Session  some centres then it is hard
of the Meghalaya Legislativee to understand. A strict bah
Assembly.,,’ ' on cell phones and other
As daily commuters, many  electronic gadgets should be
ofus have stopped complaining  enforced without exception.
and learned to accept the real-  Candidates feel there is a dif- «
ity of traffic jams. Yet, what is  ference in the vigilance be-
disheartening is that ordgr and  tween Shillong and centres
efficiency appear only when like Jowai and Nongstoin.
“important” events are happen- They feel monitoring in
ing if traffic can be managed these centres is not as strict,
well on such days, why can’t -and that gives scope for
the same effort .be made every ~malpractice. What is needed
is strict invigilation in every
exam room, no matter where
the exam is-held."'

Recently, some candi-
dates have raised concerns
about, alleged malpractice
during examinations. If this
is true, it is-a very seri-
ous issue. Nothing is more
demoralising for a sincere
candidate, than to see oth-
ers get away with unfair
means. It destroys faith in
’the system.

Everyone knows that mo-
bile phones can easily be
misused for cheating. I1fsuch

dayhVrite this not to criticise but
as a concerned parent who deals-

Trump’s tariffs on Indian
goods have come into force.
Initially, when Trump threat-
ened” impose a 26% tariff
on Indian goods and about
a i4%$% tariff oh Chinese
goods, some sections in In-
dia expressed happiness,
assuming that Indian goods
in the US would become
cheaper compared to Chinese
goods. But Trump imposed
an additional 25% tariff on
Indian exports as a penalty
for buying oil from Russia.
Interestingly, the US im-
posed only a.30% tariff on
China, although itbuys more
oil from Russia. The tariffs
it imposed on Pakistan and
Bangladesh are far less. This
discrimination has come as a
rude shock to Indian policy-
makers and the Trump ad-
mirers in India. Everyonehas
started wondering what had
happened to the ‘bromance™
that existed between Modi
and Trump. Where has all the
bonhomie visible during the
Aur Ek Baar Trump Sarkar
"*and Howdy-Modi campaigns
vanished? The two nations,
who were Oncehumming the
song ‘Yeh DostiHum Nahee,
ChodengeY are now miffed
with eachlother and singing
the Bollyyvood number ‘Dost
Dost Na Rahaa’. This twist
in the relations between the
two countries has become a
subject of discussion in the
-media and, policy circles.
National and international
experts are debating the rea-
sons that prompted'Trump’s
harsh actions-against India.
There are interviews,! talk
shows and podcasts discuss-'
ing whether the decision
was motivated by personal
reasons, or by calculated
considerations of the US
global interest.

Of course. Trump has
personal reasons to grudge.
Trump claimed he intervened
and stopped the conflict
between India and Pakistan
from blowing into a full-
fledged nuclear war. He de-
clared he used tariffthreats to
force the two to stop the war.
One does hot know how far
his claims are true. Butin the
currentvolatile political sjtu-
ation in India, itis politically
suicidal for Modi to admit
that.India acted on Trump’s
advice. Amidst the uproar
in the parliament, Modi was
forced to announce that no
external forces influenced
India’s decision to stop Op-
eration Sindhogr. Officially,

By H.Srikanth

the stand that it agreed to the
ceasefire atthe request ofthe
Pakistani military establish-.
ment after India ensured
that it achieved its goal of
destroying the terrorist hide-
outs. In contrast, Pakistan
did riot deny Trump’s claims
about, intervention and even
recommerided Trump’s name
for the /Nobel Pea'ce Prize.
It is but natural for a mega-
lomaniac and egotist like
Trump to feel aggrieved
when his ally refuses to give
any Credit to him.

According to some ex-
perts, Trump was .disap-
pointed to see that India,
which is close to both Russia
and Ukraine, did little to end
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine)
war. The US contends that-
India took advantage of die
war to buy crude oil from
Russia at cheaper rates and
made huge profits by sell-
ing the reprocessed oil to
other countries. The US
spokesperson alleged India
abetted the Russia-Ukraine
War by providing resources
to Russiato arm itselfagainst
Ukraine. India’sactiverolein
the BR1CS is also not to the ¢
liking of the US. Although
China is the largest importer
’of Crude oil from Rufesia and
active in BRICS, America
cannot take action against
China. But the US can do
that to a relatively weaker
ally like India. The US can
blackmail only the weak, not
the strong. - m

Apart from personal fee-,
tors, some commentators
held the US has its own stra-
tegic calculations in impos-
ing higher tariffs on India.
India’s total exports to the
US, which include goods
and services, is.around $123
billion in 2023, with S83
billion m goods and $40i3il-
lion in services,. That makes
the US India’s single largest

export destination. During - .

the year, Indian imports from
the US stood at only $75
billion, with $42 billion in
goods,and $33 billion in
services. The US feels In-
dia has a trade surplus, and
that it is not buying enough
goods and services 'from
the US. Even on the goods
imported, the US contends
India imposes higher tariffs
on American goods, making ,
them very costly. India also
prevents/American, goods

India has been maintaining- -from entering agriculture

Yours etc..
An MPSC aspirant,
Via email

Meghalaya
Needs Mental
Health
Education

Editor,

In Meghalaya," discussions
on development often revolve
around infrastructure, em-
ployment, and politics. Yet
one of the most pressing is-
sues remains largely ignored:
the lack pf awareness about
mental health and human

psychology. This silence is m

especially pronounced within
the Khasi community, where
understanding ofmental wel I-
being is minimal, and miscon-

ceptions continue to thrive.If i

society is to progress mean-
ingfully, mental healthip ust
" be given the same importance
as physical health and intro-
duced to individuals from a
young age.;

- Yes, from an early age,

students must be introduced to'
the concepts of emotional in-
telligence, mental health, and
human behavior. By teach-
ing children topics such as
trauma”,depression, anxiety,
panic attacks and so on, they
will grow into adults who can
understand and empathize
with others instead ofjump-
ing to baseless and indefinite
conclusions. Education is not
only about preparing students
for jobs but it is also about
' shaping them into responsible
and empathetic citizens. With-
out psychological awareness,
society risks breeding intoler-

ance, stigma, and cycles of-

misunderstanding.

The Khasi community, in
particular, has suffered from
a lack ofawareness regarding

mmental health. Many individu-
als are unable to identify the
signs of emotional distress
either in themselves or oth-
ers. Instead, suffering is often
dismissed as weakness,-lazi-
ness, or spiritual imbalance
or as they usually- phrase it
in Khasi "U briew/ Ka briew
ba biej; Ki briew bym biang
khlieh." Such attitudes deepen
isolation, prevent people from
seeking help, and contribute
to a society that struggles to
move forward. The lack’ of
knowledge about trauma and
psychological well-being has
already had consequences
such as rising levels of sub-
stance abuse, domestic issues,
social stagnation and even
worse; self-harm and un-
aliving oneself.
To address this gap, the
Government of- Meghalaya
~must take urgent responsibil-
ity and encourage regular
public campaigns, road shows
and awarfeness programs in
villages, towns, and cities to
help bridge the knowledge '
gap. Workshops, seminars,
and school initiatives should
bg organized to normalize
mconversations around mental
health and to trairi individuals
to recognize the importance
of psychological well-being.
Schools should integrate psy-
chology into their syllabus,’
ensuring that the next genera-
tion grows up with an under-
standing o fmental well-being.
Local institutions, NGOs, and
healthcare professionals must'
also collaborate, to normalize
conversations around mental
health, breaking the stigma
that has silenced so many.
Ultimately, the progress of
a society, cannot be measured
only by economic growth or
infrastructure but also by how
its people treat one another. A
society that does not under-
"stand mental health and hu-

and other related sectors.
From India’s point of view,
protectionism is needed” for
a developing country like
* India to protect native in-
dustry and agriculture. Ever
since India went for liberl
alization, there has been a
gradual reduction in customs
taxes on foreign goods. But
India cannot remove all re-
strictions, especially in sec-
tors like agriculture, as that
: would have serious political

implications; Justifying its

position, India cites that even
the American government
also practices protectionism.
But in international politics,
where might-is right, logic
hardly matters.

Some think-tanks have
argued thatto America, ideo-
logical -concerns of war and
peace are secondary. The US
is only acting pragmatically
while deciding on the extent
of tariffs on each country.'
It may accuse Russia and
China ofbeing authoritarian
states. But it does not mind
trading with them when

its own interests demand.e

While all this talk about
Russia-Ukraine was on, the
US sent its emissaries to
negotiate trade with-Russia.
: Similarly, the US, despite its
concerns about the growing
power of China", cannot af-
ford to impose higher tariffs

on .Chinese goods, as the .

American citizens depend
on essential goods imported
from China. Imposing higher
tariffs on Chinese goods
leads to inflation and many
’practical problems. China
can withstand American
e pressure. American multi-
national companies working
in China will face difficulties
if China retaliates. Hence,
despite strategic concerns,
the US has to deal with China
pragmatically. But this is not
the case with India.
At one time,-US policy-
makers believed in the abil-
ity to become an economic
power and wanted to pit it
against China. It was with
that belief, the US included
India as part of the QUAD
mnd the US-led Indo- Pacific
Strategic Alliance. However,
of late, the US feels India
has not risen to the level it
expected. In economy and
military strength, India is
nowhere near China. True
that the US and India have
ideological and strategic

man psychology will always
falter in compassion and unity.
For the Khasi community,
and for Meghalaya at large,
the way forward is to' equip
people with the knowledge' of
psychology and mental health.
By doing so, not only will
we raise stronger individu-
als, but we will also create a
society rooted-in empathy,
understanding, and.sustain--
able development. ;
m* . Yours etc.,
r MebaphyllaRymshon,
Via email

Bilingual
approach to
education

Editor,

| read the article, “A Con-
text-Specific Education for
Northeast India” (ST Sep 6;

2025) written by Dr Samir -

Talati, with great interest. It
speaks to the heart of what
education should mean forus
in the Northeast. The issues

raised are close to the lives *

of parents, teachers, and
children in our region, and
they deserve both apprecia-
tion and reflection.
.1deeply value the call for
education that respects our
languages? traditions, and
ways of life. When a child
hears and learns in its own
tongue, he/she feels seen and
valued. Thatsense ofbelong-
m ing builds self-confidence
and mates learning joyful-
However, | feel that along
with cultural grounding, we
must also ensure academic
strength. Our children, while
rooted in their identity, must
galso be ready to meet the
wider world where higher
education and opportunities

are often shaped by English-m

A gentle bilingual approach
may be the bridge we need.

commonalities. India may
be a friend, but to the US,
it has become a dispensable
ally. Conversely, China is a
foe, but it is indispensable.
You can be harsh to a friend,
but hot to the enemy. Most
likely, it is this realistic as-
sessment, which made the
US take a harsh decision on*
India; By imposing hpavy
tariffs on India, the US tries
to communicate the message
to its other allies that the US
would not mind punishing
even its friends if they went
against the US interests.
India; that' way, appears to
have become a soft target in
the US game for hegemony
in the fast-changing relations
in the multipolar world.
What optidns, are left
to India? In the first-four
decades of independence,
our economy was based on
import-substitution, trade
accounted for less than 10%
of GDP. After liberalization,
India sought to grow-by
emphasizing exports. To-
day, India’s trade-revenues
account for around 22%
of the GDP. Over 15% of
India’s exports reach the
US. Talking about Swadeshi
at this stage of economic
development makes little
sense. The increased tariffs
on Indian goods, which now
range from*50 to over 60%
on some goods, are bound to
make Indian goods less com-
petitive in the US: compared
with Chinese, Pakistani and
Vietnamese products. The
US tariffs would adversely
affect Indian export-oriented
units such as textiles, sea-
food, handicrafts, jewelry,
etc-. In its own interest, the
US avoided tariffs on pharma
and IT products. As the tar-
iffs cover only goods and not
the services, Indian software
companies are not affected
now. Despite these, small,
mercies, the US tariffs, if
continued for a longer pe-

riod, would affect the Indian m

economy. In the immediate
future, one cannot expect any
breakthrough in the negotia-

tions between India and the .

US. India has td look for
alternative destinations for
exports. It has to strengthen
its bonds with Russia, re7
examine its relations with
China and expjore new trad-,
ing partners. Only time will
tell whether Narendra Modi
will resolve the problems'that
his bosom friend has created
for India.  n—

I strongly agree with the
concern for teachers: Many
youngmen and'womenwork
as contractual teachers with
the same dedication as regu-
lar staff, yet without fair pay
or proper training. This is
disheartening , for the fu-
ture of our children rests on
the shoulders, of those very
teachers.

The article also rightly
points to gaps ih higher edu-
cation. Universities should
be places that inspire and
nurture minds, not insti-
tutions where oyercrowd-
ing and poor governance
stifle learning: More, coif
leges alone will not solve the
problem - what'we need is-

:quality,teaching and genuine

academic culture.

., | also share the concern
about high dropout rates,
especially among girls. Free
guidebooks and schemes like
CM IMPACT are welcome
steps, but real change lies
in steady reforms—strong
schools, fair wages, trained
teachers, and caring moni-
toring. Technology can play
a role, but only after basic,
facilities and human support
are in place. -

Education in the North-
east is indeed at a turning
point. 1f we can blend cul-
tural pride with academic
strength, fairness -with ac-
countability, and empathy
with reform, we will truly
give our children both roots
andwings. =

- Yours etc.
; Jairaj Chhetry,
Tura

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Tithes

Courtes

y Is Not

Compromise - It Is

,By Dapbianglin Sohkhlet

Earlier today, | was
watching the news. The
story was familiar, the nar-
rative routine, but what fol-
lowed was anything but. The
comments section exploded
with hostility, sarcasm, and
vitriol. It wasn’t simply a
disagreement. It was cruelty
dressed as opinion.. It made
me stop and ask myself:
What.kind of thoughts are
we nurturing in this genera-
tion? -When did expressing
ourselves become an excuse
to attackothers?

Imagine a guest arriving
at.your home. Instead of be-
ing warmly welcomed into
abeautifully arranged draw-
ing room, furnished with
comfortable sofas and cush-
ions, they are told, “No, not
there, that room is reserved
for special occasions.” How
would such a guest feel?
Unwelcome, unvalued, per-
haps even unwanted. This
analogy reflects the experi-
ence ofmany tourists today.
When excessive rules and
restrictions are imposed ohv
visitors to the point where
they fear even setting foot
in a place, how can we ex-
pct them to feel genuinely
welcomed? Tourism sus-
tains our communities, but
if tourists are made to feel
like intruders, constrained
by fear of breaking arbitrary
laws or encountering hostil- '
ity, the very lifeblood ofour
economy and culture is put
at risk.

Yes, money is important.
Safety is important. It is not
simply a matter of wanting
these things and having them
handed to us. Rather, it is
the approach, the manner
in which we. engage, com-.
municatQs and enforce that
truly matters. We must work
thoughtfully on how we
balance theseneeds with re-
spect and kindness, ensuring
that the pursuit of safety and
economic well-being does

, - “Yes, money is

farhilies.But ifour attitudes
toward tourists are shaped by
resentment or entitlement,
if we speak carelessly, act
indifferently, or treat others
with coldness, then we do
morethan lose business. We
. lose our humanity,
Hospitality is not a per-
formance. It is a value: We
don’t have to agree-with or
conform to the visitor’s ex-
pectations, but we do have a
responsibility to show kind-
ness, patience, and integrity.
A visitor may forget what
they saw or spent, but they
wvilj..never forget how they
were made to feel. And the
impact of one moment, one
word, one action can echo
far beyond what we see.’

. Letus notmistake harsh-
ness forstrength, orrudeness
for honesty. Let us not al-
low fear or pride to lead us
into wars of over-speaking,
where the loudest voice wins
and the wisest voice is lost.

What we need, above
all, is to understand one
another to recognise both
perspectives and truths. It
is not about one side being

. entirely right or the other

entirely wrong; if is about
adopting an approach that
seeks dialogue rather than'
imposition, collaboration
rather than command. We
must’move towards'a more
holistic way of thinking,
one that strives to achieve
together, not to push or pull
eeach other apart. ‘e '

. ; This is not the time for

blame games. Instead, we

must first reflect inwardly,

examine ourselves, fix what

lies within, and only then

look outward to others. Let

us show strength not through

dominance or defiance, but,
through the very kindness,
and calm strength that we

Khasi people carry from our’
homes and our upbringing.

Let us not forget our roots;

our strength has always been

important. Safety

i$ important. It is not simply a matter
ofwanting these things and having them
handed to us. Rather, it is the approach, the -

manner in which we e

ngage, communicate,,

and enforce that truly matters: We mustwork

thoughtfully on how w

e balance these needs

with respect and kindness, ensuring that the
pursuit ofsafety arid economic well-being

does not come at the
, and wa

not come at the expense .of
humanity and warmth." ;

, We live in. such fears,
so much so that we tend
to overdo, overthink, and
denigrate others, which leads
to destruction. Remember,-
in our Khasi, words, “Ka
ktien ka kham nep ban i'aka
wait,” our tongue is stronger
than a sword. That is;what
we believe. But all | see in
today’s generation is that
people are waging a warof
slander, which leads to the
destruction of others without
a second thought.

Let me share a story. A
group of four girls, all the'
same age, had miscommuni-'
cation problems, differences
in opinions, and different
thought.processes.; All of
them were rightin their own
stance. But you.know what'
made one of them wrong
while sharing opinions?' It
was the anger before under-
standing 'that destroyed ev-
erything. She was right, but m
when anger speaks louder
than your thoughts, it tends
to lose the validity and the
truth. It is the action ofhow
you present, ratherthan w hat
you mean. The fear ofbeing
wrong; of being unheard,
ofbeing irrelevant, grips us
tightly. And from that fear,
we letemotion race ahead of
understanding. We speak be-
fore we reflect. And ih doing
so, we bum bridges that were
never meantto be set aflame.
This lesson extends far be-
yond personal friendships. It
applies -to how we relate to
strangers, to tourists, to those
outside our comfort zones.
Tourism feeds many of our
communities: Itbrings life to
our economies and sustains

expense o fhumanity
rmth.”

found in humility, in kind-
ness, and in lo\e.

.1 am not here to defend
anyone, nor to argue for one
side or another. | am simply
speaking from a place of
humanity and, the belief
that being human and being’
kind must never go out of
fashion.

Perhaps the time has
come to unlearn certain
habits: the instinct to re-
spond before listening, the
need tobe louder rather than
clearer;the urge to dominate
a conversation instead of
understanding its silence.
Kindness is not weakness.'
Humility is not submission.
Being courteous does not
mean we-are giving up our
wights; it means we are giv-
ing others their dignity.
What legacy are we leav-
ing behipd if our children'
learn that anger is a,form of
expression, and arrogance
a substitute for truth? We
must not let noise replace
wisdom. The next generation
will inherit not only our land
and our language, but also
our behaviour. Let us hand
down gentleness, not-rage.
Let us pass on the courage

. to care, not the compulsion’

to conquer. -

We must remember: be-'
ing right is not enough if
your delivery destroys your*
message.

In the end, it is courtesy,
not force, that shapeslasting
impressions. It is empathy,
not anger, that builds trust.
And it is silence, some-
times, that speaks the loudest
truth.

My writing is not to of-
-fendanyone, butto share my
observations.
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'Words are butpictures ofour thoughts.”

— John Dryden
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Ominous signals from Nepal
GOVERNMENTS are frequently arming themselves
with a large array of new powers to silence and con-
trol the masses they lord over. Here too, new laws
are being passed by legislatures and parliaments with
high vehemence. Yet, the warning signals are there
for all to see. When people’s anger crosses a limit,
the exit door opens itself for those in power - as
was clearly evident in recent days - first in Japan,
where an unpopular government fell; and noW in
Nepal. The prime ministers, in the eye of a storm,
are bowing out. Curiously, in both these cases, the
public anger rested mainly around acts of corruption
and worsening living conditions for the masses.

Nepal is in turmoil. The Communist government
headed by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli is having
an inglorious exit from power. Despite a ban on
social media, youths have erupted into the streets,
vandalized government properties, set fire to homes
oftheir leaders and are in no mood to relent in their
fight against multiple issues. The parliament build-
ing, the residences of Nepali Congress as well as of
Maoist leaders and several top government funcr
tionaries are simultaneously under siege. Nepal has
not seen such a huge explosion of anger in recent
history. That over 20 protesters have been killed in
police action in two days demonstrates the intensity

o fthe popular anger.

In fact, the past 25 years after the assassination
of largely popular King Birendra in a palace coup
has been a period that saw rival political formations
holding power in Nepal but failing to rise to the aspi-
rations of the people. Just a year ago’ Bangladesh’s
reigning prime minister Sheikh Hasina was packed
out o fpower and sent into exile by mobs ofapolitical
youths. Around 15 years ago, the Jasmine Revolution
prompted by youths on social media unseated the
regime in Tunisia, which encouraged others to drive
out several other dictatorships in the geographical
sector spanning the Middle East and North Africa,
under what came to be hailed as the Arab Springs.
The present phase, however, is about democracies,
starting with Bangladesh, then Japan and now to
Nepal, in India’s close, neighbourhood.

Outwardly, everything is calm here. The gov-
ernment points a rosy picture about thBfNational
economy, but the common man’s plight is steadily
worsening. They are being orphaned while -politi-
cians and bureaucrats are on a loot-spree. The per
capita income here is among the worst in the list of
over 100 nations.even while the national economy
is showing “impressive” signs.. If the poor are not

' benefited, then what progress are we talking about?
Justice is a far cry. The entire governmental system
has gone for a toss in recent years. Reforms were
a way out to give them new, strengths. But India
lacked a bold leadership to think anew and act fast.
Are the huge swarms of the poor going to remain
silent fforever? Time waits for none. What happened
in our neighbourhood sends out warning signals to
the inept political loud-mouths here too.

The Unfinished
Journey
of Nepal’s
Democracy

Editor,

Nepal, the land of the Hi-
malayas and the birthplace of
Lord Buddha—the apostle of
peace—has longbeen adriiired
for its spiritual and natural
beauty. With a population of
about 30 million, the nation
was once guided by a peace-
centric ethos. However,, the
massacre of the royal family
in 2001 marked a turning
point* plunging the nation into
prolonged turmoil and violent
agitation. For over a decade,
people struggled for demo-
cratic reforms, hoping for
governance that could ensure

-peace and development.

Tragically, after countless
sacrifices and loss of lives,
the democratic framework that
emerged proved shallow and.
inadequate. Accountability
remained weak, corruption
flourished, and governance
often fell prey to.favouritism.
With,limited opportunities at
home, a large section of Ne-
pal’s youth migrated abroad,

" making remittances a corner-
stone ofthe nation’s economy
while domestic growth stag-
nated.

Public frustration intensi-
fied in this climate, culminat-
ing in nationwide protests led
by young citizens, especially
Generation Z. They took to

sthe streets against corrup-
tion, restrictions, and curbs
on their freedQms, including

the banning of several social
media platforms. On 8th Sep-
tember, these protests reached
a boiling point. What began,
as peaceful demonstrations
turned into tragedy when
security forces opened fire on
unarmed citizens. Twenty-one
lives were lost and over 350
injured as reported —a grim
violation of international hu-
man rights norms.

The blood of innocents
must not be shed in vain. This
incident should be a wake-up.
call forNepal’s governmentto
embrace meaningful reform,
uphold transparency, and re-
spect the fundamental rights
of its citizens. In any true de-
mocracy, power rests with the
people, and leaders must never
forget that their foremost duty
’is to serve them .’

, Yours etc.,
Rahul Chettri,
Shillong 1

Nepal’s Gen Z
Fights Back

m Editor,

What happens when a gov-
ernment tries to silence the
generation that grew up with
the world at its fingertips? On
September 8,2025, Nepal wit-
nessed an extraordinary upris-
ing, not led by political parties
or veteran leaders, but by its
youngest citizens. What began
as outrage over a sweeping
ban on more than two dozen
social media platforms, in-
cluding Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, and X, quickly grew
into a nationwide movement
against corruption, nepotism,

,and mis-governance.

Capt Williamson Sangma State University

A Call to Be Better Than the Best

Meghalaya has long been
home to some ofthe finest in-
stitutions of higher learning.
From the North-Eastern Hill
University (NEHU) to col-
leges across Shillong, Tura,
Jowai, and beyond, education
has shaped generations. Yet,
the rising number of young
people seeking higher edu-
cation has exposed a press-
ing reality: existing institu-
tions are 'reaching capacity.
Against this backdrop, the
Captain Williamson Sangma
State University (CWSSU)
was bom, notjust as another
campus, but as a declaration
that Meghalaya is ready to
expand its educational hori-
zons and build capacity for its
youth closer to home.

The Promise of a State

, University

Turning back the pages
of history, CWSSU’s trans-
formation into Meghalaya’s
first fully state-run university
is amilestone. Established in
2011 as atechnical university,.
it was reconstituted through
an amendment,bill in 2023
and formally inaugurated on
January 14, 2025, fifty-three
years after Meghalaya at-
tained statehood..

Situated at Balalgre, near
Tura in the South West Garo
Hills, CWSSU, is' named
after Captain Williamson A.
Sangma, Meghalaya’s first
Chief Minister. In doing so,
it carries both academic and
symbolic weight, embodying
his vision Of empowering
communities through educa-
tion.

In December 2024, the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) granted recog-
nition, giving C.WSSU the
authority to award degrees
independently. This formal
approval marked the be-
ginning of its journey into
India’s higher education eco-
system.

Building Blocks of
Progress

. The CWSSU campus at
Balalgre spans more than
ninety acres, with modern
buildings, well-equipped
classrooms, and digital fa-
cilities that reflect serious
investment in higher educa-
tion. During a recent visit, |
observed students attending
‘classes with sincerity, teach-
ers fully engaged in their
work, arid a general atmo-
sphere of optimism. This in
itself is a positive indicator
for a new institution finding
its rhythm. ;Such impres-
sions align with reports in
The Shillong Times and The
Sentinel: while challenges
remajn, the foundations are
solid.

Infrastructure continues to
expand. Digital classrooms
are functional, laboratories
are being set up, and post-
graduate programmes are
underway. I noticed the pride
among faculty members in:
showcasing their working
and.teaching spaces, a well-
placed pride, because state
universities in India often

Tens of thousands of Gen
Z protesters flooded the streets
ofKathmandu, Pokhara, Dha-
ran, Butwal, and beyond;
chanting: “We are. the move-
ment. We will fight against
corruption and nepotism.”
Their demand'went beyond
just internet freedom, they
called for;accountability and
dignity in governance. The
Oli government defended
the ban as a regulatory mea-
sure after platforms .failed to
register with authorities. But
free speech advocates argue
it was less about compliance
and more about censorship.
For Nepal’s digital genera-
tion, social media isnt just_a
source of entertainment; it is
a marketplace, a classroom,
a forum for free thought, and
often, their livelihood. By
cutting it off, the government
underestimated both their de-
"pendence on these platforms
and their determination to
:defend them. =

By Bijoy A.

Sangma

struggle to establish such .mconfusion-was a reminder

facilities in their early years.
Academic Programmes

In Balalgre, postgraduate
programmes have started
in Anthropology, Econom-
ics, Environmental Science,
Garo, Political Science,
Sociology, Education, His-,
tory, Geography, Philosophy,
Commerce, English,; and

ASocial Work. In Shillong,

\

departments in Commerce,
English, Khasi and Social
Work are functioning, though
for now, classes are being
held at Shillong Engineering
College.

that higher education is as
much about governance arid
regulation as itis about class-
rooms and syllabi. Estab-
lishing statutory processes,
ensuring compliance with the
UGC norms, and recruiting
therightblend of faculty and
administrative staff are tasks
that cannot be rushed. It is
important to accept that pio-
neering an institution of this
scale is a daunting task, and
there will be some setbacks
along the way.

Faculty recruitment re-
mains one of the pressing

At present, five hundred mconcerns. While the enthu-

and forty students are en-
rolled. It’s a modest number,
butthatishow all institutions
begin, small and steady.
Early Enthusiasm and
the Affiliation Puzzle'
The university’s recogni-
tion generated .a wave of
confidfence. By May 2025,
twenty-two colleges had-
applied for affiliation with
the state' university. How-
ever, the process hit a snag

-when NEHU clarified that its

*

Act does not allow ‘dual af-
filiation,” leading CWSSU to

cancel provisional affiliations

until colleges complete due
de-affiliation from NEHU.
The state then reset the pro-
cess: Education Minister
Rakkam A. Sangma said
affiliation would be open to

newly established institutions ¢

orthose without NEHU link-
age, while others could shift
only after due procedure.
Eleven new colleges,
mainly new setups, had al- ,
ready secured affiliation. Af-
filiation has notbeen stopped
but carefully sequenced to
follow the law, protecting
both NEHU and CWSSU
while steadily expanding
student options.
Strengthening the
Ecosystem
It is important to under-
stand that the emergence of
CWSSU does not diminish
the Stature or contribution of
other institutions of higher
learning in the'state. On
the contrary, it strengthens
the overall ecosystem. The
state’s student population is
growing rapidly, and exist-
ing institutions are reaching
capacity. CWSSU provides
an additional platform while
complementing the wider,
mandate of other institutions
in the state. Together, mul-
tiple institutions create a ro-
bust, diverse, and accessible
educational landscape.
, Across India, states ben-
efit from a mix of central,
state, and private universities.
Meghalaya, with its unique
population and geography,
stands to gain similarly from
multiple quality institutions.
Teething Problems
and the Road Ahead
-No institution is without
its teething problems. For
CWSSU, the initial affiliation

and dwindling opportunities. >
-For Nepal’s youth, many of
whom resist migrating abroad
for low-paying jobs or uncer-
tain futures, social media had
become a*space Oflivelihood
and creative freedom. The
government’s ban struck at the
very heart of their autonomy.
From the viral “nepo kids™
campaign online to the slogans
echoed on the streets, Gen Z
has made it clear, this is not
impulsive anger but a response
to systemic injustice.

This movement is a power-
ful reminder that democracy
cannot survive by silencing,
dissent. The courage of Ne-
pal’s youth shows that in
today’s world, connectivity
is notjust digital, it is deeply
political.

The real question for Ne-
pal, and for all of us, is this:
will leaders continue to choose
bullets arid bans to suppress
the voices of the young, or
will they finally listen, before

- Theprotests were metwith it’s too late? '

brutal repression. Security
forces-deployed water can-
nons, rubber bullets, and live
ammunition. By nightfall, at

least 19 young protesters had'

been killed and nearly 400
injured. Yet, despite the vio-
lence, demonstrators declared
they would, rather face bullets
than return to silence.
Political consequences fol-
lowed swiftly: the resignation
of Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak and the formation of
an inquiry committee! But
the deeper challenge remains,
the growing frustration of a
generation betrayed by leaders
who promise development but
deliver corruption, nepotism,

Yours etc.,

Krish Marwein,

St. Joseph’s University,
. Bangalore

The

Recruitment
Crisis In
Meghalaya

Editor, m

The desperation for em-
ployment among the youth of
Meghalaya is a well known
ereality. While the government
acknowledges this, its ac-

tions often fail to uphold the
dignity of its young citizens.

siasm atnong both the young
and the experienced teachers
is evident, the university
must attract and retain top
talent to ensure quality. In
the long run, the university’s
reputation will restnotjuston
buildings or numbers, but on
the calibre and commitment
of its faculty and admin-
istrators. The assurance of
quality, consistency, and full
commitmentfrom the staffis
therefore crucial.
The Human Dimension

Walking through the cam-
pus, what struck me most was
notthe concrete or the equip-
ment, but the people. Stu-
dents were attending classes
with sincerity, teachers were
visibly engaged, and there
was an undercurrent of opti-
mism. Students were serious,
teachers were committed, and
there was an energy that was
hard to miss. This human
dimension is whattruly pow-
ers an institution. Universi-
ties are not built overnight;
they are cultivated through
decades of such dedication.
The progress at CWSSU
demonstrates that the seeds
have been planted, and now
they must be nurtured.

Safeguarding a

State Asset
' CWSSU is, by any mea-
sure, a crucial asset for Me-
ghalaya, carrying the aspira-
tions of communities seeking
access to higher education.
But like all young institu-
tions, it is also vulnerable.
Universifies can.be affected
by politics, short-term pres-
sures, or other external in-
fluences. To allow CWSSU
to grow and mature, it must
be protected from negative
influences that might under-
mine its growth and quality.
Safeguarding academic au-
tonomy,'ensuring financial
stability, and building sys-
tems of. accountability will
be essential, to its long-term
health.

The experience of other
Indian universities suggests
that the early years are the
most delicate. It is during
this time that governance
models, academic cultures,
and institutional identities
are forged. If CWSSU can

navigate,this period with -

The anriouncement bf new
job vacancies is a moment
of pride, but the true test of
governance lies in'the man-
agement of the recruitment
process—a test the ‘current
.system has profoundly failed.
When advertisements for gov-
ernment posts were released,

"d'sense ofhope spread across

Meghalaya’s 12 districts and
46 blocks. However, this hope

: quickly gave way to despair.

The decision to make the
application process entirely

(offline, with strict deadlines-

imposed on each region, cre-
ated a logistical riightmare.
The result was a dishearten-
ing spectacle: thousands of
young men and women forced
to stand in endless queues,
pushing through crowdsjust to
submittheir forms. The human
cost ofthis ordeal has been im-
mense. For weeks, applicants
have endured incredible hard-
ship, many arriving as early
as midnight to wait through
cold and rainy nights: Forced
to sleep onthe ground simply

to receive a token number the .

next morning, their sacrifice is

atestament to their resolve.
As one'youth tragically

summarized,"Anightwithout

sleep, a day without sitting, ;

just for the sake ofour future."
It is heartbreaking to see such
dedication demanded for the
simple act of handing over" a
paper form. This chaotic situa-
tion raises serious questions of
accountability. Who is respon-
sible? Is itthe government, the
BSF authority conducting the
recruitment, or the planners
who issued the advertise-
ment without foreseeing the
consequences? Compounding

1

stability and integrity, it will
emerge stronger arid more
resilient. [ ]

A Broader Perspective
CWSSU also reflects
wider national and global
imperative. UNESCO em-.
phasizes that higher educa-
tion is essential for societies
to adapt to economic and
technological change. For
Meghalaya, the university
adds capacity at atime when
young people aim to compete
regionally, nationally, and
internationally.

The Northeast requires
universities that are locally
rooted yet globally connect-
ed.CWSSU, named after
a leader who championed
Meghalaya’s identity, has
the potential to achieve thisl
balance.

Patience and Support

As-encouraging as the
progress is, it is important
to remember that universi-
ties cannot be measured in
months or a few years. Their
true stature is built over de-
cades. For CWSSU, thejour-
ney hasjustbegun. Five hun-
dred and forty students are
admitted, the infrastructure is
impressive, the enthusiasm is
real, and the commitment is
visible, and the leadership de-
serves credit for progress so
far. Yet, rnuch remains to be
done in infrastructural refine-
ment (especially utilities), in
building faculty strength, in
developing research capacity,
in introducing job-oriented,
courses, in collaborating with
otheruniversities in Indiaand
abroad, and in ensuring that
governance keeps pace with
growth.

Patience, therefore, is crit-
ical. We mustallow CWSSU
the time to grow and mature,
without rushing to judgment
or placing unrealistic bur-
dens on it. As citizens, what
we can do is to support it,
through goodwill, construc-
tive feedback, and above all,
by trusting the process.

Aim Beyond the Best

CWSSU represents both
a milestone and a beginning.
It is a milestone because it
marks Meghalaya’s decision
to invest in its-own state-run
university. It is a beginning
because the real work of
building an enduring institu-;
tion lies ahead. My impres-
sion is that the foundations
are'strong. There are chal-
lenges, yesj but there is also
vision and energy.

This is my call to CWS-
SU: lead with vision, dedi-
cation, and ambition, arid

"' make this university better

than the best. It is up to the
leadership, faculty, students,
and the wider community -
the citizens of Meghalaya to
protect, nurture, and elevate
this institution. With integ-
rity, commitment, and a clear
long-term vision, CWSSU
can aspire to world-class
standards and stand among
the very best, universities
globally.

the issue is the silence of the
media, which seems to over-
look the suffering of ordinary’
families when the story offers
no political gain. The insis-
tence on this outdated process
is baffling in the digital era.
Across India, recruitment has
largely shifted online, ensur-
ing efficiency, transparency,
and ease of access. The BSF
authority's continued reliance
on manual paperwork is.an
anachronism. Not demanding
for a complex high-tech web-
sites, just a simple solution,
like a district-wise Google
Form, could have prevented
this humiliation and helped
authorities manage the data far
more effectively. Whatwe are
witnessing is a fundamental
failure of management and
accountability. In a developing
country like India, the sightof
young people sacrificing their
health and Safety on,pave-
ments just to apply for ajob is
an unacceptable injustice. The
media's silence on this matter
only deepens the sense of ne-
glect. This issue demands im-
mediate attention. The voices
ofMeghalaya’s youth must be
heard, and their struggles must
be addressed now, not with fu-
ture promises. Itis imperative
that the recruitment process is
reformed to be fair, orderly,
and respectful of the dignity
of every applicant. .
Yours etc.,
RibaftPhawa,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on, this page are
the views of the writers/

authors and not that of
The Shillong, Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert

Repair the House,'Don’t
Paint, the Cracks..!

It’s always easier to live
in a lie, isn’t -it? Like the
fellow who notices cracks
creeping up the walls of his
home. Instead of calling, in
the mason, mixing cement,
and getting his hands dirty,
he buys a can of ivory paint.
With a few bold strokes, the
house gleams again—at least
on the surface.

That, 1 fear, is where we
stand as a nation today; We ¢
are busy painting cracks in- ¢
stead of repairing walls.

The tie of Appearances

Turn on the television
and what do you see?.Smil-
ing leaders shaking hands
in China. Crisp suits, red
carpets, staged photographs
where the backdrop seems
brighter than the faces. An-
chors gush as if they’ve
personally been invited to the',
banquet. Newspapers print i
columns ofpraise. WhatsApp
forwards fly around with
captions screaming, “India
respected worldwide!”

But pause a moment. Are
we really respected? Or are
we, like that freshly painted
but crumbling house, simply
fooling ourselves?

The danger of lies isn’t
that they’re told. The danger
is when we start believing

them. We begin building
castles in the air, planting
our tricolour flags on those
clouds, and marching around
proclaiming, “Superpower!”
Reality, of course, chuckles.
While we strut about with
borrowed feathers, the world
quietly measures our real
weight—and the scales don’t
tilt in our favour.
The Brutal Reality

Respect cannot be photo-
shopped. Itisn’t built with In-;
stagram reels of leaders hug-
ging each other. Itisnt earned
bv being hosted in dragon
palaces or walking down red
carpets.-True respect comes
the old-fashioned way: by
proving yourself through
action, consistency, dignity,
and substance.

Andwhat do the headlines
really say? Students assaulted
in Ireland. Our workers mis-
treated in the Middle East.
Our athletes ignored in Aus-
tralia. Ourvoice drowned out
at global summits. The same
countries we flatter with
staged photographs treat iis
with dismissive shrugs once '
the flashbulbs fade.

Even the numbers don’t
lie. Indices on press freedom,
poverty, and education place
us embarrassingly low. The
world doesn’t see us as a'gi-
ant; it sees us as anoisy teen-
ager still trying to convince
himselflie’s grown.

Why Do We Cling
to Illusions?

The answer, | suspect, lies
in our sense ofinferiority. For
a few years, we fooled our-
selves with the sweet wine
ofthinking we were arising -
power. We loved the ideathat
the world envied us, admired
us, and maybe even feared us.
Itwas a narcotic, and once we
were hooked, reality became
too bitter to sip.

So we wrapped ourselves
inillusions. Like the emperor
in his famous “new clothes,”
we paraded about half-naked,
thrilled at how grand our
garments looked, while the
world smirked. We mistook
mockery for applause, and in
doing so, we built our pride
not on stone but on air. s

The Cost of Lies

But illusions are costly.
When reality barges in, it
does not.knock softly. It
storms through the door
with headlines, statistics,
and humiliations. A student
beaten Abroad is npt just a
news item—itis amirror. An.
economy sliding down the
charts is notjust anumber—
it is a slap. Every insult un-
acknowledged, every failure

Clements

painted.wer, is a warning
sign ignored.

We can only paint cracks .
for so long. Sooner or later,
the structure ,collapses. And
then no amount ofivory paint
can save the house.

Facing the Truth

So

First, stop believing our own
propaganda. A nation is not
strengthened by false praise.
It is strengthened by com
fronting its weaknesseshead-m
on. The Cracks in our walls
are real:,poor infrastructure,
weak institutions, divisive
politics, compromised free-
doms. To pretend otherwise
is to play with collapse.
; Second, we must earn
respect the hard way. By
improving education so our
students don’t just flood
foreign universities but excel-
in them. By building indus-
tries that export more than
slogans. By treating our mi-
norities and dissenters with :
fairness so that the world
sees in us not hypocrisy but
genuine democracy. By mak-
ing policies that lift our poor
instead of fattening a few
businessmen.

Respect is never bought;
it is built. Inch by inch. Truth
by truth. Policy by policy.

The Danger of Living

/ inalLie

<

The greatestdanger of liv-
ing in a lie is not the ridicule
of others. It is the blindness

.it causes within. Once we

believe the painted \tfall is
new, we forget the cracks un-
demeath. We ignore the ter- :
mites gnawing at the beams.
We silence those who warn
us, dismissing them as pes-
simists or, “anti-nationals.”
By the time we realize the
danger, the house has already '
fallen. 1 .

* Hie world is not fooled.
It has eyes sharper thanpurs.
It sees throu'gh our illusions :
faster than we imagine. It-

what must we do?

laughs notat our ambition but : .

at our inability to distinguish >
ambition from arrogance,
progress from propaganda.

A Call to Repair ’

It is time—Ilong past
time—to stop painting the
cracks and start repairing the
house. To face uncomfortable
truths. To ask difficult ques-
tions. To hold our leaders ac-
countable not for how many \
photo-ops they deliver, but ,
for how mariy schools they ,
build, how many jobs they
create, how much dignity
they protect.

Repairing is harder than
painting. It means sweat,
dust, and patience. It means
admitting flaws. But only re-
paired houses stand through
storms. Painted houses col-
lapse.

: And storms, letme remind
you, are gathering. Global
politics is shifting. Econo-
mies are tightening. Respect
will not be given freely. It
will have tp be earned—or .
we will be pushed to the «
margins.

Final Word

We can no longer afford
the'luxury of lies. We cannot
continue to clap at illusions
while the walls crack. We
must'demand reality. We
must build with truth. We
must repair.

. For if we don’t, the day
the roof caves in, we won’t
just lose a house. We will
lose credibility, dignity, and
the chance to stand tall in
the world.

The danger of living in
a lie is that truth always ar-
rives. And when it does, it
arrives mercilessly. -

That truth, my friends,
is already arriving—super
fast..! .

You can requestfor Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements m
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by sending him
your name and phone num-
ber on bobsbanter@gmail.
com



PBeware thefu ry ofapatient man
— JohnDryden
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Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) in Meghalaya

ASSAM and Meghalaya are the only two states of
the North East with companies listed in the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) and Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE). In fact, Meghalaya has one MidCap and one
Small Cap listed companies. Star Cement has market
capitalisation ofRs 7891 crore and is in the Mid Cap
group while Shyam Century Ferrous Limited with a
market capitalisation of Rs 337 crore is in the small
cap category. Both companies are in the JaintiaHills.
So what is the contribution of these two companies
to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in their
areas of operation? While companies do not have
to directly, pay CSR to the state government, the
Companies Act 2013'mandates that they spend a
percentage of their profits on CSR activities, giving
preference to local areas where they operate. Ifthe
company fails to spend the amount, it must explain
the reasons in its report and transfer the unspent
amount to a government specified fund. The pref-
erence for local areas is advisory in nature and not
strictly mandatory, requiring a balance between local
needs and national priorities.

The states have not protested this unequal deal.
Considering that companies rely on extractive min-
ing and create devastating' environmental pollution
as is evident in the pollution of the Lukha river
and deforestation, they should be contributing to
eco-restoration programmes. Activities which are
normally included by companies in their CSR are
(i) Eradicating hunger, poverty and malnutrition, (2)
promoting health care including preventive health
care (3)Sanitation (4) contribution to the Swachh
Bharat Kosh set-up by the Central Government for
the promotion of sanitation and making available
safe drinking water. CSR funds are supposed to be
used to promote education, including special edu-
cation and employment enhancing vocational skills
especially among children, women, elderly and the
differently-abled and livelihood enhancement proj-
ects. They are meantto promote gender equality and
women’s empowerment; to setup homes and hostels
forwomen and orphans; to setup old age homes, day
care centres and such other facilities for senior citi-
zens and measures for reducing inequalities faced by
socially and economically backward groups. Above
all the CSR funds are meant to ensure environmental
. sustainability, ecological balance, protection offlora

and fauna, animal welfare, agroforestry, eonserva-

When Power Flows Through Towers
and Terminals, WhoOwns the Switch?

Anew Cold Waris emerg-,
ing iri the Himalayas, with
Nepal as a focal point be- ,
tween the United States'Mil-
lennium Challenge Corpora-
tion (MCC) and China's Belt
and Road'Initiative (BRI).
This competition for influ-
ence mirrors historical ten-
sions, such as Bangladesh's
anticipated 2024 upheaval
and Indonesia's 1965 conflict,
which serves as awarning for
South Asian states and In-
dia's Northeast, particularly
Meghalaya. Nepal's position :
between China\and India
requires careful balancing,
which is now complicated
by U.S. involvementthrough
the MCC compact, ratified in
2022 but suspended in 2025.
Beijing views the MCC as a
counter to the BRI, which
has established a significant
regional influence.

This scenario reflects Cold;
War 2.0, which is marked-
by competing, development
models and dependency on
infrastructure. The MCC is—,
building high-voltage trans-
mission ljnes-and road en-
hancements to foster energy
sovereignty and regional
market, integration in the
region. Meanwhile, Pokhara
International Airport, fi-
nanced by China Exim'Bank,
faces low traffic and repay-
ment challenges, showing
how infrastructure' becomes
a soft leverage. The airport's
financial struggles'mirror
other BRI assets, where rev-
enue shortfalls convert debt
into diplomatic influence,
intensifying Nepal's hedging
position.

To comprehend Kath-
mandu's apprehension re-
garding external pressures,
the 2015-16 border crisis is ,
key. An "unofficial block-

.ade" following Nepal's new

constitution caused severe
fuel and medicine short-
ages, which were attributed
to India despite New Delhi's
denial. This blockade led to
a reorientation of Nepal's
foreign policy, fostering
closerties with Chinaand in-
creasing scepticism towards
India’s influence. This epi-
sode continues to influence

mliofrofnatural resourcesand.n”~ntaining.qu a\§Pelb peAspegiinea annhe

soil, air ;ind water;

CSR paid to the central government is intended to
be used for a plethora of welfare measures such as
research in Science and Technology, Medicine and
Engineering and above all to promote the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGSs). In India CSR is a
mandatory obligation for companies under Section
135 of the Companies Act, 2013. Companies with
anetworth of Rs 500 crore or more, turnover of Rs
1,000 crore or more, or net profit of Rs 5 crore or
more in the preceding financial year must constitute
a CSR committee and spend atleast 2% of their av-
erage net profits from the preceding three financial
years on specified CSR activities. But is this really
happening? And what about the other cement com-
panies operating in Meghalaya but which are not
listed in the stock exchange. Its time to hold such
companies accountable.

Letters to the Editor

Students
should study
not fight: A
plea to KSU

Editor;

a

are they silent? A student
union must lead With wis-
dom, notviolence.

Dear KSU members you
are our future doctors, teach-
ers; leaders, and lawmakers
and future politician too:
Do not waste your energy
on street fights. Go home.

I am writing as a worried
parent. What happened in
Jaiaw last Saturday where
some KSU members report-
edly beat up young people
is not just a fight. It is a
warning sign that something
is wrong in-Khasi Society.
Students are meant to be in
classrooms, not Onstreet cor-
ners atnight. They should be
reading books, not throwing
punches. Yes, drug abuse is a
big problem and we all want
to stop it. But beating people
is not the answer. That is not
justice. Not leadership too.
And it'is notwhatthe Khasi
ethics teaches us.

When some young people
asked KSU members to just
warn or counsel the drug
user instead of hitting him,
they were trying to do the
right thing. But instead of
listening, the KSU mem-
bers got angry arid came
back the next night to attack
them. That is not brave. It
isbullying. I wonder ifthese
members ever enroll them-
selves in any educational
institutions.

No police case has been
filed. Butjust because no one
complained does not mean it
was right..And where is the
main KSU leadership? Why

Study hard. Talk to elders.
Help those who are lost, do
not hurt them. Be the good
example our society need.
Parents are watching.
Your little brothers and. sis-
ters look up to you. Do not
let them leam that strength
means hitting people. You
have the power to change
things not with your fists, but
with your minds and hearts.
Please choose the right path
for a better future ofkajaid-
bynriew.
Yours etc.,
Marbiang Lyngdoh Rymbav
Viaemail

Meghalaya’s
Teachers Fight
Back: A Battle

for Respect,

Equality, and

Justice

; Editor,

In Meghalaya, the very
architects Of the state’s
future—its teachers—find
themselves shackled by ne-
glect, injustice,-and a system
designed not to elevate,

as a case of post-colonial
power dynamics.

In August 2024; Sheikh
Hasina resigned amid pro-
tests, with Washington,
advocating for calm and
implementing,visa restric*
tions on Bangladeshis who
undermined the democratic
norms. Indian media report-
ed disruptions affecting visa
centres and trade, while U.S.
visas linked to Hasina were
revoked after her departure.
Although speculation of co-
vert interventions emerged,
what remains evident is
the U.S.. influence through
democratic conditions, sanc-
tions, and rhetoric in Dhaka's
political landscape.

The region recalls the

events in Indonesia in 1965, *

but to suppress. The story
unfolding here is not of a
single classroom or of a.
solitary protest march, but
of decades of systemic be-
trayal perpetrated by both
the government and private
educational power brokers.
The consequence? A state
whose educational promise
remains stunted, not by the
ability of its children, but
by the refusal to value those
tasked with their enlighten-
ment. ,
Vanishing Value of Edu-
cators : Across Meghalaya,
the treatment of teachers
veers from disregard to out-
right exploitation. Shunted
between delayed salaries,
broken promises, and a glar-
ing lack of appreciation,
these educators must make
do with eyer-shrinking re-
sources and vanishing mo-;
rale. Public records and
journalistic investigations
tell achilling story ofteacher
advocacy groups staging
hunger strikes and marches,
desperate merely for what is
owed — fair compensation,
dignity, and respect. Instead,
silence or tokenistic reforms
greet them, and the state’s
inaction becomes the fuel
for perpetual malaise in its
schools & Colleges.
Unforgivable Plight of
Ad-Hoc Teachers : No tale
reveals this malaise more
starkly than that of Megha-
laya’s ajl-hoc teachers. Bom
as a “temporary fix” intimes
ofneed, they quickly became
the backbone of the system,

By Napoleon S Mawphniang

when newly declassified
documents and human rights
reports revealed that U.S.
officials had monitored the
mass killings and supported .
military efforts to. suppress
the left, facilitating Suharto's
rise to authoritarian power.
Archival materials, includ-
ing files referenced by the
U.S. State Department's
historical record, highlight-
ing the extent of American
involvement in Indonesia's
internal upheavals during
that period and establish-
ing a paradigm bywhich
many in Asia continue to
assess Washington's strategic
manoeuvres. Whether such
tactics remain feasible—or
evennecessary—inthe era of
smartphones and social me-
dia, this historical memory
influences how claims of*
"regime change" in Nepal
or Bangladesh are perceived
by both, the public and the
elites.
India's grand strategy
emerged from cautious de-
fiance:; K. Krishna Menon
introduced the concept of
"non-alignment,” Nehru uni-
versalized Panchsheel, and
the Belgrade Summit of 1961
formalized a movement that
rejected entanglement with
either superpdwer while
engaging with both, The
ethical principles of mutual
respect, non-interference,
and peaceful- coexistence-
have anchored India’s di-
plomacy from Bandung to
Belgrade-and continue to in-
:fluence New Delhi's rhetoric,
even as the strategic focus
has shifted to connectiv-
ity,' defense partnerships,
and economic coalitions.
The contemporary Act East
Policy operationalises this
shift by linking Northeast
India to Myanmar, Bangla-
desh, and ASEAN through
highways, railways,, inland
waterways, and ports, pro-
viding a logistical response
to the ideological constraints
ofthe Nehruvian era.
Meghalaya’s frontier

Siliguri Corridor as the
"Chicken's Neck”, a narrow
land bridge measuring 20-22
km, connecting Northeast In-
dia to the rest ofthe country.
This geographical feature
renders instability in the sur-
rounding regions of Nepal;
Bhutan, or Bangladesh a
matter of national security
rather than a mere local is-
.sue. Recent analyses have

highlighted China's activities"

in the vicinity ofthe corridor
and underscored the neces-
sity for redundancy, such as
parallel rail lines, fortified
highways, and diversified
access routes, to prevent a
single disruption from isolat-
ing the eight states overnight.
Both state and central gov-
ernment initiatives irtcreas-»
ingly emphasise circum-
venting this vulnerability by
expanding connections with
Bangladesh and Myanmar.
This underscores the
importance of maintaining
peace and stability across
these borders for the daily
commerce and long-term
growth ofthe state. The pause
inthe Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) in early
2025, following contentious
ratification processes and
'Chinese” counter-narratives,
indicates that great power
competition can 'delay de-
velopment timelines while
exacerbating political' divi-
sions within smaller states.
The mixed outcomes of the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), ranging from exem-

- plar} projects to debt-related

challenges, introduce an .ad-
ditional layer of complexity,
where projects like Pokhara
risk -becoming negotiation
tools rather than drivers of
prosperity. The upheaval 'n
Bangladesh in 2024 exempli-
fies how governance failures
can lead to external signal-
ling, sanctions, and evacu-
ation advisories, which, in
turn, affect the cross-border
connections ofthe Northeast,
including Meghalaya.
Academic and policy lit-

economy breathes throughs erature on the Non-Aligned

Dawki—amabil,-aii-1-iUe
grated Check Post designed,
to concentrate customs, im-
migration,' cargo terminals,
and warehousing into a sin-
gle, modem node for legal:
commerce.Business report-;
ing and official notes show
Dawki as a revenue engine
for exports such as limestone,
and coal, with periodic surges
in throughput when bilateral
relations and weather condi-

-Movement (N'AM)-feniaiiis
insightful: the principle of
non-interference is nota sign
of naivete but a means of
safeguarding autonomy, and
its ethos remains pertinent in
the currentera of "infrastruc-
ture statecraft." Analyses by
the World Bank and Indian
authorities on the Act East
policy emphasise that the
most effective defense of
autonomy is connectivity

tions are favourable.When , that reduces costs, diver-

*Bangladesh convulsed in'
August 2024, border trade-

sifies routes, and renders
chokepoints irrelevant, as

from Meghalaya suffered , demonstrated by initiatives

immediate disruption, cost-
ing crores in a matter ofdays
and reminding policymakers
that political shocks in Dhaka
travel directly to the Jaintia
Hills.

Strategists refer to the

never earning the;benefits,
pay, or security accorded to
their “deficit” colleagues.
Imagine laboring beside
a peer, working the same
hours, carrying the same
burdens—yet, for years,
earning less than a third of
_their salary, with none of
the safety nets so essential
to professional dignity.
Through the 2000s, ad-
hoc teachers clawed their
way up from wages' that
would inSult any sense of
justice, rising from mere
hundreds to a few thou-
sand rupees—:slow prog-
ress achieved only through
relentless protest. In 2017
and again in.2022, under
mounting public outrage,
the government announced
modest increases. Yet even
now, ad-hoc teachers can
only dream ofsalaries parity,
their cuirent pay overtaken
by ever-escalating “deficit”
scales. What is more damn-
ing is that this signifies not
just personal hardship, but
a constitutional affront: the
denial of “equal pay for
equal work,” enshrined un-
'der Articles 14 and 39(d)—a
principle set aside with near
impunity.
Systemic Rot: Nepotism
and die Exodus ofExcellence
.: Thewounds go deeperthan
wages. Our system doesn’t
"inspire excellence; it repels
it. How else to describe a
hiring apparatus riddled with
nepotism, where talent and
integrity take a backseat’to
favoritism? Qualified teach-

suph as BBIN, the Kala-
dan project, and the India-
Myanmar Thailand (IMT)
highway. Scholarship on the
Nepal blockade offers a final
caution: when supply chains
are manipulated for politi-

ers are overlooked, bypassed
by opaque selection panels
that reward' connections
rather than-merit, leaving
Meghalaya’s classrooms
under the care ofthe favored,
not the finest. The message
to those with dreams of
teaching is as clear as it is
damning: Meghalaya priori-
tizes loyalty over excellence,
to the detriment of every
cfiild in its classrooms.
Scourge of Exploitation
in Private Schools : In pri-
vate institutions, educators
face another set of indigni-
ties. Salary withholding—a
malignant practice—-has
become commonplace, with
unilateral deductions and
multi-year delays now rou-
tine. Promises of restitu-
tion collapse into empty air,
while teachers, the legal and
moral backbone of schools
or colleges, are left finan-

cially crippled and profes- ,
' teachers. Until their worth is,

sionally humiliated. Such
abuses, in open violation of
the Payment of Wages Act
and the Meghalaya Shops
and Establishments Act, go
largely* Unchecked, eroding
trustand extinguishing hope
for systemic redress.

But these are not merely

technical infractions—they;

are acts that bleed the very
spiritofthe profession, drivy
ing the talented and-the
passionate from classrooms;
Every delayed salary, every
unauthorized deduction, is
a cut not just to individual
livelihoods, butto the state’s
collective future.

cal purposes, the resulting
resentment can endure for
years and drive neighbour-
ing countries towards rival
alliances.,

m What should Meghalaya
prioritise? First, it is im-
perative to monitor Dawki’s
operational resilience and
ensure that the Integrated
Check Post (ICP) evolves
into a comprehensive trade,
platform' incorporating
warehousing, digitised cus-
toms,and all-weather ac-
cess. This will safeguard the
state's exporters from po-
litical fluctuations. Second,
it.is essential to advocate lor
parallel corridors through
Bangladesh to reduce.depen-
dehcy on Siliguri, thereby
aligning state investments
with national priorities under
the Act East policy to protect
livelihoods and revenue.
Third, it is crucial to track
*Nepal's Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC)
and Belt and Road-Initiative
(BRI) developments, as grid
interconnections, aviation
routes, arid tourism circuifs
in the Eastern Himalayas will
eventually influence trade
flows through Assam and
Meghalaya. L F

Robert Greene posits that
power operates as a theatre
of perception, wherein the
entity that controls the nar-
rative ultimately influences
the outcome. In the context

. ofNepal, the prevailing nar-
.ratives are characterized by
dichotomies such as "grant
versus loan," "transparency
versus opacity," and "sov-
ereignty versus suzerainty."
The situation in Bangla-
desh exemplifies another
principle: when legitimacy
is compromised, external
actor's intervene, wielding
the soft power of "horms"
alongside the hard power of
restrictions. Trade hubs, such
as. Dawki, often perceive
these shifts before diplomatic
centres.

The historical records of
Indonesia in 1965 serve as a
final illustration: in geopoli-
tics, the past is never truly
obsolete; itremains classified
until revealed. Consequently*
smaller states and border

. communities should incorpo-
rate redundancy, transparen-
cy, and historical awareness
into their defence strategies.
The emergence of a new
Cold War yvill not manifest

’as military invasions but

_rather through the imposi-

; tion of standards, sanctions,
loans, and territorial de-
marcations, all converging
on strategic'choke points
such as Siliguri and essen-
tial routes such as Dawki.

For Meghalaya, the impera-.

tive is to adopt disciplined,
non-aligned pragmatism at
the state level—enhancing
connectivity, safeguarding
commercial sovereignty, and
ensuring that infrastructure
development prioritises the
needs ofcitizens over nation-
alistic interests. 1

Urgent Call: Dignity, Jus-
tice, Reform

W hatunites these stories
is a fundamental betrayal—
the abandonment of teachers
as partners in progress and
as citizens deserving fairl
ness. It is not enough for*
Meghalaya to tinker at the
edges. The state must deliver
sweeping reforms: transparent
and merit-based recruitment,
statutory wage protections
with re'al enforcement, and
the immediate restitution of
withheld salaries. Only when
teachers are paid fully, on
time, and without prejudice or
favoritism, can the ripples of
dignity spread from educators
to their pupils—and outward,
throughout the state.

.Let this not be another
report to gather dust. Let it
serve as a call to conscience
for those in power: the fate of
Meghalaya’s future is writ-
ten today in the fate of its

recognized—notjust in word,
but in wage and unwaver-
ing respect—Meghalaya will,
continue to limp. And it will
do so not for lack oftalent, but,
forwantofvision, justice, and.
the moral courage to do what
is right. '
Yours etc-.,
Name withheld on request,
, Via.email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Can India become the
World’s Smart City Hub?

Here’s what it will take
ByAvishka Jain ,

What isthe first thought that
comes- to mind when we hear,
the term “smart city”? Maybe

gleaming skyscrapers cov- |

ered in solar panels, cars that
drive themselves, or drones
delivering your groceries? It
probably sounds like science
fiction, but not anymore! But
what does a “Smart City “actu-
ally promise: a city where we
solve real problems like traffic
jams, pollution, water short-
ages, and waste, with a fusion
of technology, policy, and
citizen involvement. Today;
however, a smart city means
much more than futuristic tech,
it’s about, creating sustainable,
inclusive, and resilient urban
spaces where innovation meets
everyday life. [ -

As India rapidly urbanizes
with nearly 590 million people
expected to live in cities by
2030, the dream of transform-
ing India into a “Smart City
hub” cannot be just a dream
anymore. It is now an urgently
necessary dream and a dire re-
quirement for ensuring sustain-
able growth, efficient resource
management, and an improved
quality of life for millions.

However, turning India’s
towns into smart, sustainable
hubs is easier said than done.
Multiple challenges are to be
faced and tackled but with
the right solutions, India can
become the next hub of future
ready cities. India’s cities were
originally; designed for fewer
people and for far smaller
economic activities than they
host today. But today, urban
pressure and environmental
concerns are the*root causes of
hindrance. Be it traffic snarls,
overcrowded .public trans-
ports and poor infrastructure in
Mumbai to the rising pollution
levels in Delhi, there is great
economical stress.

'L

» India cannot copy expen-
sive technologies from cities
like Singapore completely
and hence needs,in-house in-

. novations. For example, using

low cost loT sensors for air
and water monitoring along,
with encouragingStartups and
mindian companies rather than
importing costly foreign tech.
«Cities must make use of Public**
Private Partnerships (PPP)
and rope in private compa-
nies through revenue-sharing
models. For instance, letting
telecom operators.install 5G
smart poles while residents
gain access to public Wi-Fi ;
WZONeS.

Like Bhopal and Pune,
smart cities require a one stop
control room. Acommand cen-
tre where transport, electricity,
and safety data all stream into
one screen. Thus', Integration
of Urban Governance, should
be encouraged. A smart city
loses its purpose ,if it is not
sustainable and hence rainwa-
ter harvesting sensors; green
roofs and smart solid waste
recycling needs to'be embed-
ded by design. m

: Athriving smart city is built
notjust by policies and plans,
but by ensuring citizens sit at
the heart of every decision.

" Apps like “FixMyStreet” in

\

In 2015, when the Govern- '

ment of India launched the
“Smart Cities Mission” (SCM),
the vision was bold: transform
100 Indian cities into hubs of
knowledge, innovation, and
replication, similar to Singa-
pore in East Asia or Barcelona
in Europe. But turning this
-vision into reality came with
steep hurdles. The biggest
roadblock was the infrastruc-
tural backlog. Many Indian
cities still run on outdated sys-
tems. Bengaluru, for instance,
has been branded the “Most
Congested City” because of
its poor road and pathway
networks, while nearly 40% of
Mumbai’s population lives in

slums, adirect result ofdecades.

ofpoor urban planning. An-
other pressing challenge is the
digital divide. Although smart-
phones are widely Used, as of
early 2024,45% of Indians still
lack internet access, according
to ajoint IAMAI-Kantar study.

eLondon empowers residents
to photograph any potholes or.
faulty lights and get them fixed.
Similarly Indian apps like “L
Change My City”-should be
promoted. When citizens report
and cities respond, that is real
progress. -
mFun fuels action and hence
citizens are more likely to
participate in solutions ifthere
were a “Green Points”,reward
system with .various benefits,
for example, The Green Ex-
change Program in Curitiba
system encourages recycling
while providing benefits to the
community and supporting
local farmers. This program
?allows citizens to exchange
collected recyclable materials
(like paper, plastic; and alu-
minium) for fresh food items
such as vegetables and fruits.
Smart cities must not be-
come an elite project. With tech
assistance and SMS services,
domestic workers and informal
vendors can be part ofthe digi-
tal transformation too. .
When it comes to smart
city innovations, India doesn’t
necessarily have to invent
something new, it can adopt
globally successful ideas. For
example, Barcelona (Spain) is
known for its “smart parking
sensors” which guides drivers
to available spots, reducing
traffic congestion. Singapore
uses “digital twin” which is

. a virtual 3D replica of the

This leaves millions of urban '

poor cut offfrom the very digi-
tal tools that smart city services
depend upon.

And the challenges do not
stop there. Indian cities also
grapple with funding con-
straints. Building smart public
transport systems or modem
waste management facilities
requires billions of dollars, far
beyohd what most municipali-
ties can afford. Add to this the
lack of a skilled workforce:
For smart cities to truly thrive;
India needs urban planners,
data scientists, and 10T archi-
tects. At present, however, the
majority of our skilled talent is
driving the IT industry rather
than reimagining the future of
our cities. -

Another roadblock lies in
the way our cities are man-
aged. In India, the metro rail is
overseen by oiie agency, traffic
control by another, and sewage
systems by yet another. This
fragmented governance makes

coordination extremely diffi- -

cult and slows down progress.
On top ofthis, citizen engage-
ment remains a challenge.
Unless people see tangible
benefits, they are reluctant to
adopt digital apps or take part
in‘copimunity-driven projects.
Combating citizen apathy and
mistrust is thereforejustas im-
portant as fixing infrastructure
or funding gaps.

But hey! Here’s the upside,
none of these roadblocks are
permanent. By weaving to-
gethertechnology, good gover-
nance, and community voices,
India can Overcome them.
Indian cities must upgrade
what exists before building
new. Instead of creating new
“planned city projects”, Indian
citiesmust develop and restore
their existing systems. For ex-'
ample, in Indore streetlights are
replaced with solar powered
smart LEDs which saves up to
60% on electricity bills.

physical environment, streets,
buildings, transport systems
and even underground tunnels.
What makes it special? It is
“Live”, meaning real-time data
(from sensors, 10T devices,
and satellites) flows into it, so
planners can simulate, test, and
predict outcomes.

Gan you guess where we
can see some glimpses of Smart
Cities in India today? Indore
has been consistently ranked as
India’s cleanest city for 8 years
because of strict waste collec- -
tion, citizen participation and
GPS monitored garbage trucks
whereas Pune allows its citi-
zens to direcfly vote online for
the Urban projects that'deserve
the allocated city funds. Banga-
lore’s “Namma Metro” transit
system with operational length
ofabout 96.10 km offers hassle -
free transportation across 83
stations and developing.

On India’s 79th Indepen-
dence Day (15th August 2025),

Trime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed the youth of India
to bring forward innovative
ideas and contribute to nation-
building. “Don’t letyour ideas
die, I am with you” he said and
so the time is right to innovate
in this space. Whether through
student projects, homegrown '
startups or public service,
even something as simple as a
college robotics club building
a low-cost waste segregation

« mechanismadds a vital piece to

India’s Smart City Journey.
Smart cities are not science
fiction. They’re already here
in pieces and prototypes. But
the smartest move India can
make is notjust to chase digital
dreams but to build cities that
work for everyone. Because in

.acountry of 1.4 billion, Smart

cities cannot be merely built
on sensors and screens, but on
trust, access, and inclusivity.
(The writer is afirst-year
student at Plaksha University,
is driven by curiosity, creativ-
ity, and an outgoing spirit). - ;



“Never was anything great achieved :m
without danger.”
Niccolo Machiavelli
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“Young’ at 75

A widely circulated essay by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on RSS chiefMohan Bhagwat crossing
the age of 75 on Thursday drew national attention.
It’s natural and justified on the part of the Prime
Minister to have praised the Sarsangh Chalak,
whose visionary engineering of India’s”democratic
process through the arm of the RSS’ political outfit,
the BJP, brought Modi upfront. It was the RSS that
offered the PM nomination to Modi on a platter in
2014, exploiting the social schisms in the country
and turning these to the advantage ofthe Saffron en-
terprise. Branded with anewly acquired ‘BC’ label,
Modi played rtiles effectively, projected himselfas a
messiah of the poor, then as Chowkidar, and later as
pride ofthe entire nation. The script was RSS-’s very
o\yn, and Modi played it out with eminent ease.

*The main beneficiary of the three consecutive
terms of the Modi rule has been the RSS, who ably
-used these years to strengthen its organisational heft
not just in the Hindi belt, but across the country. It
must however be noted that it is not in the RSS’
character to heap praises on anyone, including the
Prime Minister. Its silence speaks volumes. A high
sense of discipline is evident in the nationalistic,
service-oriented organisation’s conduct. Discipline
is but a fa?ade. The Outpourings in the fonn of the
Sarsangh Chalak’s public statements are only a cover
for the organisation’s long-term Hidden agenda. It
must, however, be admitted that Modi as Prime Min-
ister has been somewhat cautious in implementing
sectarian agenda.

He’s going slow and as PM has not acted with
much courage; a reason why his last 11 years have
been a season of political and economic stability.
Hedropped contentious issues like a hot potato - as
in the farm reform bills. While praising Bhagwat,
Modi cleverly circumvented the age factor. The
Sarsangh Chalak perhaps gives no weight to Modi’s
prescription that those holding public offices and
party positions must hang up their boots after age
75. Bhagwat might carry on even after overseeing
the RSS’ centenary celebrations in October. He has
the grit and determination to run the organisation

and.take his attempts at social engineering to new
\evek. ISAocll, wV\o too would V> crossing sifie 75 a
mnveek henee?is alstftfotind to hector onnvTtftTenSWecP

vigour. ldeally, the old order must give way to new;
ageing men must groom their second line of succes-
sors and step aside. Be it anation or an organisation,
injection of new blood is of paramount importance.’
India couldn’t imagine a future without visionary
first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Change,
however, is in the order oftilings. A natural tendency
for those who hold office, principally freewheeling
politicians drunk with power and mass adulation, is
to carry on and on. They use their clout to build a
circle of protection around them. Modi’s bar on post-
75 politicians was a good step to counter such ills.
Else, the nation will suffer the ills of decadence.

Letters to the Editor,

. challenges remain/ ,
Rural tourism, long re-

Tourism under

Strain - garded as the State’s strength,
is increasingly, under pres-
Editor sure from unchecked com-

mercialization. Locations
such as Laitlum, Mawlyn-
nong, and Nongriat illus-
trate both the opportunities
and the risks, where rapid
and .unplanned growth has
overshadowed sustainability.
mSkilled professionals, many
of them local, stakeholders,
often find themselves side-
lined as non-locals dominate
the space. TR e

It is important that those
who promote reckless prac-
tices are held accountable.
Future generations will in-
evitably evalualg;today’s
choices, and it is hoped they
will recognize the need for
responsible, sustainable, and
mommunity-driven tourism

Tourism in the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills is showing signs
of decline, with increasing
negative perceptions begin-
ning'to circulate. Various
associations, NGOs, and
smaller political groups are
gradually moving into the
tourism sector, often finding
themselves inthe spotlightof
both print and social media,
which tend to highlight and
amplify their voices. In con-
.trast, organizations such as
the Meghalaya Tourism De-
velopment Forum (MTDF)
once played a pivotal role in
shapiiig tourism narratives
with positivity and inclu-
sivity.- Under the dynamic
leadership of the late R.G.

Lyngdoh, MTDF introduced ~ development. m >

impactful themes such as . Yoursetc,,

“Positive Vibrations.” Nota- * . G N‘?”gr“"?'
. Via email

bly,"it organized large-scale
cultural events like the Drum
Ensemble, which achieved a
Guinness World Record and
brought global recognition
to the region. At present,
however, MTDF’s activities
have become far less visible,

Inequality at
the heart of the
Nepal violence

raising questions about its
current role and influence
in promoting tourism in
Meghalaya.,

At present, certain groups
with limited credibility are
attempting to benefit from
the tburism sector by rais-
ing issues that are olten
superficial and self-serving.
While the Government has,
at times, responded wisely
to contain such disruptions,.

.Editor,
The. editorial “Ominous

.signals from Nepal” (ST

September 10, 2025) made
interesting reading. What set
Nepal ablaze? September 6,
.2025 was the spark that was
lighted when a government
'jeep struck 11-year-old Usha
Magar Sunuwar outside her
school in Lalitpur and drove
off. The accident occurred
just hours after Nepal banned

Technology is developing
at a frenetic pace and trans-
forming our way of doing
journalism. Long form story-
telling is passe and only
those with time to listen to a
20 minute narration- which
means the older generation
- not millennials, not Gen X
or Z, will enjoy what is pro-
duced by what we now call
the ‘legacy media:” Forget
about reading newspapers,
this is the era of click-baits
and instant news on YouTube
which like instant coffee
gives a kick while it lasts.
So, is the newspaper now
a dinosaur to be discarded?
The answer is ‘No.” The
newspaper continues to be
the basis of what journal-
ism is all about, which Is to
inform, educate and generate
public opinion which will in
turn push people to take ac-
tion. Ifa policy is legislated,
short form journalism will
not have the time to analyse
the policy or to talk to opin-
ion makers, academicians
and thinkers who will give
their considered views and
therefore help the hoi-polloi
to,understand ifthe policy is
in public interest or against
it. This is;where short form
journalism falters.

Now the question is
whether Gen Z the group
of people who were born
between the late, 1990s and
the early 2010s; whose eyes
beheld the mobile phone the
moment they opened them
- are actually interested in
what’s happening around
them and whether they are
motivated enough to take up
causes.; The answer to this
question is straightforward:
What happened in Nepal
was a Gen Z-led revolution,
so yes, this age group is
capable of pulling down an
elected government if they
believe that government is
acting againsttheir collective
interests and is involved in
corruption and nepotism. :

Interestingly, not much
«<tcsgarclyjias™gonc inio__wiliat
Kind of media Gen Z con-
sume and why. Do the Gen Z
youth read anything substan-
tive to give them enough in-
formation to take on the gov-
ernment of the day based on
points derived from a critical
analysis’ofthe situation? Its
high time that media practi-
tioners engage with Gen Z
to understand them better
and to actually know what

they expect from the media. m

This might help us.wean Gen
Z from click-baits and give
them real news. Now some
may ask what sort of news
constitute click-baits. Click-

26 Social Media platforms.
The viral outrage followed
.when CCTV footage of the
injured schoolgirl abandoned
by a Minister's convoy went
viral, catalysing mass pro-
tests. The emotional tipping
point was the former PM KP-
Oli’s dismissive comment
calling it a “normal acci-
dent.” This fuelled national
outrage in that country. Gen
Z which refers to youth
born after the 2006 peace
agreement, now coming of
age in a system they see as
corrupt, nepotistic, and ex-
clusionary were at the helm
ofthe protest. Their uprising
isn’t just generational—it’s
existential. , .

Protesters refused to
loot cash from politicians’
homes, signalling moral
resistance. The youth led
furv was driven by deep
frustration over corruption,
nepotism,, unemployment
and elite impunity. The un-
employment crisis where
20.8% ofNepal youths (ages
15-24) were jobless in 2024
was also a trigger. An elite
capture of ministries and
embassies dominated by
political families;,“nepq
kids” flaunting wealth on-
line were other triggers. The
social media blackout was
seen as an attempt to silence
dissent but it backfired by
intensifying offline mobili-
sation. The voices from the
ground were the protesters'
sentiment “They showed
us we don’t matter," said a
university student. “We were
already angry, this was the
spark.” Citizens demanded
accountability beyond legal

mn the story.

the rules of

By Patricia Mukhim

baits are short form news

:that pique the ouriosity ofthe

viewer by using sensational
headlines and phrases like,'
“You won’t believe this.”
Such headlines, capitalize
on the human penchant for
drama and shock, more so
with Gen Z and pushes them
to click the link and watch
the news story only to find
that there was nothing much
>

But this does not mean
that we in the legacy media
should not be exploring new
ways of doing journalism.
In fact* we riot only have to
deliver news differently but
also write it differently using,
if possible, some ofthe Gen
Z,lingo with explainers. We
have heard a lot abojut cancel
culture, but hardly know its
meaning. Cancel culture is a
form of shaming the actions
or opinions ofa public figure,
company or organization.
If something is.‘dank,” it’s

ently. According to a Pew
Study, 61% ofmillennials get
their news about politicsand
government from Facebook
because they want content
relevant to them. Hence TV
news channels like CNN and
BBC have started partner-
ing with Facebook. They
are producing online videos
which are crafted to be more
engaging and personal. The
journalist can no longer be
faceless but has to engage
and b e ‘in your face.’
However, we also need
to come to some crucial is-
sues that the media has been
repeatedly told it should be
doing. It is drummed into a
journalist’shead that ourrole
in a democracy .is to inform
the public what’s happening
closer home, in the region;
the country and the world so
thatthe ‘public’can make in-
formed decisions on crucial
issues such as voting during
elections. Butjudging by the

“Interestingly, not much research has
gone into what kind ofmedia Gen Z consume
and why. Do the Gen Zyouth read anything

substantive to give them enough information to’

take on the government ofthe day based

monpoints derivedfrom a critical analysis of .

the situation? Its high time that media
practitioners engage with Gen Z to understand
them better and to actually know what they
expectfrom the media. This might help us
wean Gen Zfrom click-baits and give them
real news. Now some may ask whatsort of
news constitute click-baits.”

excellent or of very high
quality. ‘Cap’ means to lie.
.Ifa.person says “no cap,” it
means he is being authentic
or truthful. A ‘Snack’is a per-
son you find attractive. These
mrejust afew ofthe new lexi-
con. A story with these and

more words included - ild
resonate with Gen Z.

Robert Picard oftheReu-'1
ters Institute once said, young
people don’t like the journal-
ism style ofthe past; So does
Gen Z wantjournalists tojet-
tison their objectivity and Use
drama with flourish to push
a viewpoint instead of a bal-
anced perspective? I asked
some-Clen Z in my family
and the answer | got was
that theywanted a new form
of storytelling and if we are
not ready for that we would
become extinct. Gen Z who
are also called the digital
natives communicate differ-

mformalities, emphasizingl
moral outrage and civic ¢

dignity.

The editorial is tapping
into a deep and widening
paradox, India’s macro-eco-
nomic ascent versus the mi-
cro-economic distress of its
citizens when it states, “The
government paints a rosy
picture, about the national
economy but the common,
man’splight is steadily wors-
ening.” The “rosy picture” is
the national metrics where
India is now the world’s 4th
largest economy, surpass-
ing Japan with a GDI3 over
$4 trillion. Growth drivers
include a booming services
sector (IT, fintech, telecom),
expanding digital economy
(UPI, ONDC, JAM trinity)

and infrastructure push via e

Gati Shakti and Rs 10 lakh
crore capital investment.-

Government narratives
iemphasize fiscal discipline,
global'investor confidence
and strategic resilience. The
“common man’s plight” is
jobless growth with youth
unemployment hovering
around 15-18%. Many
graduates remain under-
employed or stuck in infor-
mal jobs. Then there is the
agrarian distress. Agricul-
ture employs 45% of the
workforce but contributes
only ;18% to GDP whereas
hidden unemployment and

stagnant productivity persist. m

Income inequality where the
top 1% holds over 40% of
wealth; bottom 50% own
just 3%. yThe Per Capita
GDP of, $2500 ranks India
141st globally, behind even
Bangladesh and then there is

quality of legislators we elect
1 am left wondering if the
public really uses informa-
tion while voting. Ifthey did,
we would not elect cranks to
become law makers.

. Anotherrole ofthe media
we are .told is to facilitate
debate since it providcsjji
platform for diverse voices
and opinions, enabling pub-
lic debate on important is-
sues. The idea is to build not
only an informed but also
an engaged citizenry. But
is the public of Meghalaya
engaged and ready to throw
their hat in the ring and call
a spade a spade in a public
debate? Other than the pre-
dictable pressure groups the
gentry will not want to be
counted as dissenters.

Oh yes, we are repeat-
edly reminded that the media
should be. holding power to
account by doing investiga-

the falling household savings
where the net financial sav-
ings droppedto 5.3% of GDP
in FY23, down from 7.3%’in
the previous year.

There is also a struc-
tural disconnect, while GDP
expands, access to educa-
tion; healthcare and social
mobility remains uneven.
Schemes like Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) and
Atma-nirbhar Bharat boost
industrial metrics have not
yet translated into wide-
spread employment or wage
growth and then there is the
urban-rural divide where
urban consumption drives
growth but rural distress
deepens due to inflation,
climate shocks and weak
safety nets.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

From Viral
School Speech
to Nepal Streets

Editor,

When a schoolboy from
Jhapa, later called “Adolf
Thapa” online, gave a fiery
speech at his school, nobody
thought it would spread
so far. His shouting voice,
sharp hand moves and strong
tone made many compare
him directly to AdolfHitler.
Very soon, the clip became
ameme on YouTube, What-
sApp, Facebook, and Insta-
gram. But as Nepal’s Gen
Z began to protest against
corruption and the social me-
dia ban, that speech started
to look less like a joke and

tivejournalism and exposing
corruption and wrongdoing
and to ensure that those in
.power are held accountable.
We are told this is the cru-
cible ofahealthy democracy;
So, we in the media dig out
scams from time to time but
whathappens thereafter? The
public will discuss it ad nau-
seum and move on to the next
big story. And whenjournal-
ists get into conflict with the
law .because the powerful
file defamation cases against
us, how many of that fictipn
called the “public” actually
stand with journalists. We
.fight our own battles and
fight mental health all alone.
That’sjournalism foryoube-
yond the hype and hoopla.
However, joumalists are
not without their faults and
failings too. Sensational and

tantalising headlines have'

been common currency and
we do this because we are
in the race for ratings and
clicks. But this focus on dra-
matic and shocking stories
can divert attention- from
important issues and create

a distorted view of reality..

This is-when media-loses
public trust and without that
we might as well'pack up
our bags and leave. In this
hyper-nationalistic world we
live iri, where extreme right
wing ideologies are used to
divide the polity, sensation-
alism can be dangerous and
contribute to fear and panic
apart from influencing public
opinion and policy decisions
in negative ways. The way
forward therefore is to help
build amore responsible and
credible media landscape.
We need constant feedback
S0 we can correct ourselves
and continue to play a posi-
tive role in helping to shape
democracy and public policy.
It is imperative to introduce
subjects like ‘media literacy’
-at the middle school level
considering that even young
kids are consuming so much
news. The young and elderly
must learn to critical ly-evalu-
ate news and information. Its
time the public also learns
how to fact check and find
out if a particular news is
true or fake. Media literacy
programs can help, people
identify reliable, sources,
recognize biases, and avoid
being misled by fake news.
At the end of the day,
journalism is just one ofthe

pillars of democracy. If the:

other three pillars which are
state-supported don’t care
about the erosion of demo-
cratic values the mediaalone
.cannot keep democracy on
track.

more like a spark.

This sfiows how power-
ful words can be. They can
bring hope, butthey can also
remind us ofdark times,' The
boy was talking about un-
employmentand corruption,
not hate, but his Hitler-like
style made people forget the
message and focus on his
tone. Social media spread
the performance more than
the content. What started as
fun online became part ofthe
real anger on the streets.

But this does not mean
young Nepalis are turning
to Nazism. What it shows is
how social media can twist
things. The anger behind

"the merries is real because
young people are tired of

m lies, joblessness arid corrup-'
tion. If this same fire is used
for honesty and change, it
can clean the system without
destroying lives.

Nepal is now mourning.
Young people have died in
clashes with police. Their
loss should remind everyone
that change cannot come
through blood and bullets.
The boy’s speech may have
looked like defiance, butthe
future must be built with
courage, care and peace..
Words can break or build.
This is the time to mourn the
dead, refuse violence and use
the power of youth to make
a better tomorrow.

Yours etc.,
Sunrise Pohtam,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Lead Poisoning & the Loss of Potential

A Call for Shared

By Vasuki Rayapati

Across the world, mil-
lions of children are silently,
poisoned by lead, a neuro-
toxin so pervasive and so
neglected that it has become
one of the greatest hidden
threats to human develop-
ment. An overwhelming
94% of the global disease
burden from lead exposure
falls on low- and middle-in-
pome countries, with South
Asia, East Asia, and the
Pacific bearing the heavi-
est toll.

Children are the most
vulnerable. Exposure in the
early years, when the brain
is growing mostrapidly, can
cause irreversible neurologi-
cal, cognitive, and physical
damage, and in severe Cases,
even death. Adults also face
memory loss, hypertension,
kidney* disease, and pre-
mature mortality. Pregnant
women are at grave risk,
with exposure linked to mis-
carriage, low birth weight,
and long-term developmen-
tal delays in their! babies.
At the molecular level, lead
disrupts the nervous sys-
tem’s most basic functions,
undermining healthy brain
development.

According to The Toxic

Lead is everywhere.

. tion. They can:

line allies With -the right
knowledge and tools, aware-.
ness can translate into ac-
>

« Identify hidden sourc-
es of exposure in. homes,
schools, and marketplaces.

« Educate families
on safer ipractices around
food, water, and .household
goods.

*Promote safe behav-
,iours in classrooms, Angan-
Iwadi centres, and commu-
nity spaces.

« Detect early signs of
developmental or behav-
ioural delays and connect
families to care. m

* Push for stronger mon-
itoring of industrial and
enviromriental hazards;

Awareness is not just
about knowing; it is about
acting. Wh”n caregivers
and communities recognize
risks, adopt safer practices,
and demand accountability,
they form the first shield
against lead poisoning’s
devastating effects.

Breaking Silos, Building
Solutions

Lead poisonjng shows
why public health cannot
be left to one department
alone. Its effects-are slow

Its widespread use

in consumables, household items, and

industries comesfrom the very qualities

that make it so convenient: it enhances
colour, adds weight to spices and cosmetics,
gives lustre topaints andglazes, improves
durability in batteries andpipes, and
reduces costs in manufacturing. This toxic
convenience has quietly invaded our lives,
making exposure difficult to escape, But living
with lead does not.mean living in ignor'ance.
Awareness is the only true defence. There is
still no known curefor leadpoisoning; testing
alone cannot solve the crisis. ldentifying and
eliminating sources before they harm is the
only effective strategy.

Truth report (2020) by UNI-
CEF and Pure Earth, India is
facing a global crisis:' over
64 million children have
blood lead levels (BLI.s)
above 5 |xg/dL, the highest
in the world. Meghalaya is
no exception. A2Q22-CS1R-
NEERI study found average

BLLs of 6.12 (ig/dL in the .

state — above the WHO’s 5
(ig/dL and CDC’s 3.5 ng/dL
thresholds. These estimates
are derived froin available
data generated through mi-
cro-level studies, which
highlight the widespread yet
under-documented nature
of the problem. The World
Health Organization is un-
equivocal: there is-no safe
level oflead inthe body. Yet,
in a state already struggling
with poverty, low literacy,
and fragile healthcare, this
silent epidemic remains
largely invisible, with its
devastating effects often
appearing too late.

Awareness: The.First

Line of Defence

Lead is everywhere. Its
widespread use in consum-
ables, household items, and
industries comes from the
very qualities that make it
so convenient: it enhances,
colour, adds weightto spices
and cosmetics, gives lustre
to paints arid glazes, im-
proves durability in batteries
and pipes, and reduces costs
in manufacturing. This toxic
convenience has quietly
invaded our lives, making
exposure difficultto escape.'
But living with lead does not
mean living in ignorance'.
Awareness is the only true
defence. -

There is still no known
cure for lead poisoning; test-
ing alone cannot solve the
crisis. Identifying and elimi-
nating sources before they
harm is the orily effective
strategy. This is where care-
givers, teachers, Anganwadi
workers, and frontline health
staff become indispensable.
They are closest to children
during their formative years,
providing sustained care
and guidance. Their daily
interaction® make them the
first to notice risks, the first
to educate families, and-the
strongest advocates for safer
environments. -

m By equipping these front-

and invisible, but responsi-
bility, is fragmented across
health, education, environ-
ment, food safety, and social
Welfare, to name a few. The
result is dangerous gaps.

WA child may drink safe
water at school but still
eat vegetables grown in
contaminated soil or play
near discarded batteries. No
single sector can solve this.
What is needed is intersec--
toral and interdepartmen-
tal coordination — where
data is shared, policies are
aligned, and interventions
reinforce one another.

If governments, com-
munities, and professionals
work together on a single
platform, children’s po-
tential can be Safeguarded
and unlocked at the most
critical stage — their early
years. Done in time, this
coordination delivers more
than health: it strengthens
education outcomes, builds
a more capable workforce,
and contributes to aresilient
society.

Protecting Our Future
. -Lead poisoning is more
than a health hazard, it is
a thief of human potential.
When exposure strikes in
early childhood, it silently

. robs children of the chance

to learn, grow, and thrive,
with consequences that last
a lifetime. Addressing lead
exposure, therefore, is-not
justaboutreducingillness.It
is about securing the founda-
tions of education, produc-
tivity, and resilience for the
‘next generation. Meghalaya,
and India at large stand at a
pivotal moment: to acknowl-
edge this hidden crisis and
act before another genera-
tion loses its potential.

The way forward is clear.
Build,awareness atthe com-
munity level, equip caregiv-
ers and frontline workers
with knowledge- and tools,
and foster collaboration
‘across departments and sec-
tors. 1f governments, profes-
sionals, and communities
act together, we can shield,
children from preventable
harm, strengthen caregivers,
and secure a healthier, more
resilient society. '

(The writer is jx Public
Health Specialist at Pehle
India Foundation)



By cfur Reporter

SHILLONG, Sep 12:
Leader of Opposition
Mukul Sangma on Friday
urged the state government
to ensure complete trans-
parency and accountability
in the implementation of
the new Secretariat-cum-
Directorate building at the
New Shillojig Township
and the Mini Secretariat
Complex at Tura.

Moving a cut motion in
the Assembly, he said the
government should strictly
follow the. laid down norms,
starting from the preparation
of Detailed Project Report
(DPR) to the tendering pro-
cess and execution of these
major projects.

He recalled the incident
of Assembly dome collapse
thatembarrassed Meghalaya,
stating, “We already have a
painful example before us.
In these new projects, there
must be no room for com-
placency.”

He reminded the House

that the total project cost-

was estimated at over Rs
1,000 crore, warranting
“Stringent scrutiny at every
level.”

Referring to the supple-
mentary demands of Rs
200 crore for the new,Sec-
retariat and Rs 45 crore for
the Mini Secretariat, Sangma
said the scale, of investment
and speed of work required
greater vigilance.

“We cannot afford an-
other embarrassment like
the Assembly building col-
lapse,” he cautioned.

The Opposition leader
raised several concerns, in-
cluding the mode of im”
eplementation, selection of
contractors, and adherence
to Central Vigilance Com-
mission guidelines. '

He questioned whether
the Notice Inviting Tender
was framed clearly to pre-
vent ambiguity arid possible
manipulation.

“In the past, loopholes

in tender documents were
deliberately inserted to cre-
ate room for interpretation
or litigation,” he said.

On the DPR, Sangma
sought clarity on who pre-
pared itiand whether it was
subjected to proper scrutiny.'
He said material specifica-
tions from flooring to wall
paneling must be clearly
defined to avoid dilution of
quality.

“A tile can cost Rs 40 or
eVen Rs 5,000 per square
foot. Prices are determined
by quality, and unless spec-
ifications are watertight,

builders may compromise",

.he argued.

He demanded details of
how cost estimates were fac-
tored in, citing the outdated
Schedule of Rates (SoR) as a
recurring problem in govern-
ment projects.

“ Many departments have
failed, to update the SoR for
years, leaving loopholes for-
misrepresentation of market
values. Without proper mar-

ket surveys, cost analysis
becomes flawed,” Sangma
said.

He questioned whether a
Project Management Con-
sultant had been engaged.

Replying, to the motion,
Deputy Chief Minister in-
charge of Urban Affairs
Sniawbhalang Dhar said the
government was committed
to improving the quality of
life of citizens by focus-
ing on infrastructure, social
Welfare, and employment
generation. He informed the
House that strict monitoring
mechanisms, both internal
and external, are in place to
ensure accountability.

Dhar added that the rapid
growth of Shillong neces-
sitated the development of
New Shillong Township to
accommodate administra-
tive, residential, and com-
mercial expansion. He said
914 acres of land at Mawdi-
angdiang and Umsawli have
already been earmarked for
the project.

MSCPCR chiefraises concern over
rising cases of child abuse in M’laya

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Sep 12: Me-
ghalaya State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(MSCPCR) chairperson,
Agatha, Sangma, on Friday
voiced concern over the ris-
ing-cases of child abuse in
the state, where women are
supposedly treated fairly and
are held in high regard.
Speaking atthe State- level
Multi-Stakeholders’ Consul-
tation on “Safeguarding the
Girl Child: Towards a Safer
and Enabling Environment”

* held at the High Court of
J _ Meghalaya auditorium, she

9

revealed that 1;562 cases under
the Protection ofChildren from

. Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act

were instituted in the state over
the past five years.

She noted that 900 POC-
SO cases have been pending
at the'police investigation
level in the last three years.

On the issue of miss-
ing and .trafficked children,
Sangma said that 43 of the-
183 girls reported missing
during the past three years
have remained untraced.

Acknowledging the judi-
ciary’sprogressive measures,
including steps to expand
online safety, under POCSO
and the creation ofsub-com-
mittees on child rights, she
emphasised that legislation
and policies, alone, are not
sufficient.

e “Protection of the girl

MSCPCR Chairperson Agatha Sangma addresses a
'gathering during the State-level Multi-Stakeholders’
Consultation at the High Court of Meghalaya

* .

child is not only the govern-
ment’s duty,’ but our collec-
tive responsibility. Commu-
nities, families, schools, and
society mustwork together to
ensure that every girl is safe

. at home, secure in school,

free from exploitation, and
empowered to dream without
fear,” Sangma said; -

The MSCPCR chairper-
son outlined the need for
prevention and awareness
campaigns to curb harm-
ful practices such as early

marriage and gender-based :

violence.

She also called for timely
justice,, child-friendly legal
remedies, and gender-sen-
sitive processes. Stressing
the importarice of education,
she said, “When a-girl is edu-

auditorium on Friday. (M1PR)

cated, she not only secures
her own future but uplifts her
entire community.”

Sangma urged the creation
of safe spaces, both online
and offline, to protect’girls

.from cyberbullying, traf-

ficking, and harassment. She
highlighted the need to invest
in the health* and well-being
of girls and their caregivers
to break cycles of neglect
and abuse.

“Protecting the girl child
is not charity. It isjustice. It
isnota question of sympathy
buta question ofrights. When
we protecta girl, we protecta
generation, and when we em
power her, vye empower the
nation,” Sangma stated.

In his address, acting
ChiefJustice Hamarsan Sing

Thangkhiew described the
girl child as the “backbone of
society and,the future of the
nation.” He said empowering
and protecting girls not only
improves their lives but also
helps build a healthier and
stronger society.

lie cautioned against as-
suming that Meghalaya’s
matrilineal system ensures
gender equality. “While girls
may be regarded as custodi-
ans of property and lineage, *
discrimination persists at

evarious levels,” he said.

“We are sometimes lulled
into believing that girls enjoy
equal access to education, op-
portunities, and benefits like
boys. Sadly, that is not true,” ,
he remarked. [ ]

Calling for greater aware-
ness, he urged that forums
aijd consultations be used to
re-examine social realities
and assess whether rural chil-
dren, particularly girls, are
being deriied equal opportu-
nities,' despite constitutional
guarantees of equal rights to
every child.

* Those present at the con-
sultation included Justice W.
Diengdoh, Justice Biswadeep
Bhattacharjee, Commissioner
and Secretary Pravin Bakshi,
Social Welfare Department
Director Camelia Doreen
Lyngwa, East Khasi Hills
Deputy Commissioner Ro-
setta M: Kurbah,;senior po-
lice officials, principals, and
teachers of various schools;

Retaining wall
collapses, heavy
vehicles banned
along EKH road

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Sep 12: Heavy
motor vehicles have been
barred from using the Um-
den-Umrynjah road in East
Khasi Hills -after a retaining
wall atthe 1stkilometre mark
(Ch 00.71.0 Km) gave way
due to incessant rainfall. m

, The restriction, effective
from September 12, will
remain in force until repair
Work is completed. Officials
have urged all commuters to
strictly comply with the order
in the interest of safety.

The notification was issued
by the office of the Executive
Engineer, PWD (Roads), Um-
sning Division, Ri-Bhoi,

Teachers laud
govt for granting
long-pending
allowances

From Our Correspondent

TURA, Sep 12: Teachers
of Deficit Pattern schools-in
Meghalaya have expressed
appreciation to the govern-
ment, especially Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma, for
fulfilling their long-pending
demands and granting varir
ous allowances such as Hill
Allowance, House Rent Al-
lowance (10% of the basic),
Medical Allowance, and
Death-cum-Retirement Gra-
tuity (DCRG). ;

A special felicitation pro-
gramme was recently held by
the teachers at the State Con-
vention Centre in Shillong,
attended by Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma, Education
Minister Rakkam A Sangma,
along with other dignitaries
and state officials. '

“ After 32 years of per-
sistent efforts, the govern-
ment finally granted these
teachers various allowances,
including Hill Allowance,
House Rent (10% of basic
pay); Medical Allowance,
and Death-cum-Retirement
Gratuity (DCRG). These ben-
efits will be effective from
June 1, 2025. The DCRG is
a one-time payment after re-
tirement, providing financial
security to the teachers,” the
teachcrs said, while lauding
the government’s move.

According to the teachers,
a total of 13 Deficit Pattern
schools (9 secondary, and 4
upper primary) will now ben-
efit from these allowances.

“This achievementwill be
remembered for generations
to come, and the teachers
are grateful for the govern-
ment's initiative in making
their dreams a reality. We
thank the Honorable Chief
Minister, Education Minister,
and the entire government for.
their support,” Secretary of
the teachers’ body, Lindias
D Sangma, said.

HYC airs grievances of CoMSO objects to hiring
Civil Hospital patients of ‘unfit’teacher in EGH

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Sep 12: .The Hynniewtrep Youth Council (HYC) on Friday
voiced serious concern over the hardships faced by patients at Shillong
Civil Hospital, particularly the repeated postponement of surgeries due to

inadequate infrastructure.

A delegation led by HYC president Roy Kupar Synrem met the Joint

DHS in charge of the hospital, Dr Angel Paswet, to highlight complaints
;o

received from patients.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Synrem said there have been
several instances in the past two to three months where patients scheduled
for surgery were turned away on the appointed day arid asked to return on

another date. o

“Most ofthese patients come from low-income families and from far-flting
areas of Khasi and Jaintia Hills. When their operations are postponed, they
not only suffer mental stress but also face heavy financial burdens for travel,
food, and lodging,” he stated.

Synrem pointed out that Shillong Civil Hospital, one ofthe largest public
hospitals in the state, has only one operation theatre, catering to multiple

Vv

departments, including orthopaedics. <

The hospital management, he said, admitted that when too many patients
are listed for surgery on the same day, doctors are unable to attend to all

cases..-

During the meeting, the JointDHS acknowledged the problem but assured
that steps are being taken to improve planriing and scheduling. According to
Synrem, the hospital management recently convened a meeting to resolve the
issue and promised that surgeries fixed for a particular date will henceforth

6e conducted on that day.

The HYC, however, maintained that a single operation theatre is inad-
equate for a hospital with more than 500 beds and an attached Cancer Centre.
Synrem said the organisation has suggested setting up at least two or three
additional operation theatres and would also write to the Health Department

on the matter.

He further reminded that in the 2025-26 state budget, nearly 8% of the
total allocation was earmarked forghe Health Department. “If the govern-
ment is serious about strengthening health services and reducing the need
for patients to seek treatment outside Meghalaya, such basic issues must be

addressed urgently,” he added.

From Our Correspondent

plicant.

WI1LLIAMNAGAR, Sep 12: The
Confederation of, Meghalaya Social
Organisations (CoMSO) has lodged
a complaint after a teaching vacancy
created by the retirement ofateacher’
was filled by an underqualified ap-

' According to the group, a Pre-
Primary teacher from Chiosobibra
Government LP School retired on
/ Dec 31.2024.

“Asper long-standing practice and
guidelines, children of retiring Pre-
Primary teachers may be considered
. for appointment in the same post,
provided they fulfill the prescribed
qualifications. The daughter of the .
< teacher, Rimbitha M Marak, applied
for the ppst after securing 49% in
her Class XII exams. She had also
obtained an NOC from the president
and secretary of the SMC of the
school,” informed CoMSO,

The group expressed shock when
they were informed that another
teacher, Griksilchi N Marak, had
been appointed to the pt>st despite not
even meeting the minimum eligibility
criteria (43%).

“She also did not produce the
NOCs from the SMC that are man-
datory. Her selection was reportedly
conducted through village-level elec-
tion arid canvassing by money power,
which is an extraneous consider-
ation and against the fundamental

66 \Wewant onl¥ .
candidatesfulfilling
thecriteriawith
proper NOGand merit
to be appointed

principles of fairness, transparency,

and rule-based governance in public
employment,” they added.

Further, CoMSO members stated

that despite strong objections filed
with the SDSHO of EGH on Jan 21
this year, corrective steps were not
taken - which they felt was a der-
eliction of duty by.the officer.

The complaint was filed with thg
Directorate of School Education &
Literacy (DSEL) on Aug 20.

Through their complaint, the CSO
has demanded the immediate cancel-
lation of Griksilchi’s appointriientand
directions to the .SDSEO to strictly
comply with the recruitment norms
laid down by-the state government.
., “We als6 want only candidates
Mfillingthe criteriawith properNOC
and merit to be appointed. We further

demand an inquiry into the irregulari-

ties in the conduct of the said-inter-
view and fixing of accountability on
the officials/persons who violated the
prescribed selection procedures. We
also want all SDSEOs to be directed
to ensure recurrences like this do not
occur,” they added. ,

Maj. Gen. Rajesh Kumar Jha, AVSM (Retd.), Director (Personnel), NEEPCO,
accompanied by Patricia Mukliim, Padma Shri awardee and Editor of The Shillong
Times, Col. Megha Astagikar, Commanding Officer, 236 Inland Water Transport
Operations Unit, CIQ 99 APO, and others, lights the lamp during the 3rd Regional
Executive Body (REB) meet of Women in Public Sector (WIPS)

Eastern Region hosted by W IPS- NEEPCO Unit.

Groups reject NPYF demand
for. apology from med student

From Our Correspondent-

TURA, Sep 12: Several
groups from Garo Hills who
participated in the meeting
with Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma to discuss the ongo-
ing GHADC crisis and the
Tura Medical College have
downplayed the demand
for an apology made by
the NPYF from a medical
student who, they claimed,
had behaved rudely and
displayed a lack of knowl-
edge, maturity, and basic
etiquette.

The combined groups,
comprising the ADE,
AYWO #FAF, FKJGP, and
GSU on Friday .issued a
statement refuting the al-
legations made, against the
student and asserting that
there was no need for an
apology from him.

“The conglomerate of
civil society organizations
was present throughout the.
whole meeting-which lasted
between 5 to 6 hours, and in .
the course ofthe entire meet-
ing, we did not witness any
action or behaviour which

suggested that the student in
question lacks knowledge,

i The joint statement by
the combined groups also

maturity, and basic etiquette., i rejected the NPY F’s stand

.On the contrary; the medical
student, despite.his young
age, displayed composure
and patience despite not
getting satisfactory answers
to his questions from the au-
thorities,”the joint statement
by the combined groups
said.

According to them, there
was only one instance when
his tone and expressive ges-
tures may have been con-
strued by some as arrogance
or rebelliousness. However,
they felt one had to un-
derstand the exact context
in which the words were
spoken. ,

“2By the time the incident
occurred, it was almost 3
hours into the meeting and

despite our persuasion,'the.

ChiefMinister of Meghalaya
was mildly dismissive ofour
suggestions, and the discus-
sion o f‘the meeting was
going in circles, which may

.have led the studentto acta:

little assertive in expressing
his opinions,” they stated.

Police nab man who
vandalised church in

EKH after

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Sep 12: Po-
lice apprehended Bajiedstar
Kharsati (47) in, Mawryn-
gkneng on Friday after an
intensive search operation,
a day after he allegedly van-
dalised the window panes of
a local church.

East Khasi Hills SP Vivek
Syiem said police launched
the operation after receiving
reports ofthe incident. <

“During inquiry, it was
learnt that Kharsati had bro-
ken the window panes: Fear-
ing assault from the public,
he fled into a nearbyjungle,”
Syiem stated.

The accused was taken
to Mawryngkneng CHC for
medical examination and
later referred to MIMHANS,
where he was admitted as he
appeared mentally unstable.

Interestingly, Kharsati
had allegedly attempted an
arson attack on the Presby-
terian Church at Pomlahier,
damaging chairs and part-of
the Wooden floor on August
15. A case (Mawryngkneng
P.S. Case No0.‘34(08)2025
U/S 326(g) BNS) was regis-
tered the next day following
a written FIR lodged by
church elders. Investigations
confirmed that Friday’s act
was his second recorded

Intense op

offence.

However, villagers
claimed it was his fifth such
attack. They alleged that
Kharsati had previously at-

m tempted to set the church on
fire twice and had smashed
its windows on three occa-
sions. They also disputed
the claim of mental illness,
insisting that he does not suf-
fer from any disorder.

According to reports,
Kharsati used a catapult to
break the window panes and
threatened to shoot anyone
who tried to stop him. Al-
though police were alerted
promptly, witnesses said he
brandished the weapon and
prevented anyone from ap-
proaching.

Earlier, VPP MLA Heav-
ing Stone Kharpran expressed
disappointtnent over the de-
lay in arrest, describing the
incident as “deeply sadden-
ing” for church members. He

' said he would meet church
leaders to’ discuss measures
to restore peace, prevent
further attacks, and possibly
explore an understanding
'between the accused and
church elders.

Mawryngkneng .village

- sordar, Peter J Lawai, con-
demned the repeated attacks
and criticised police inac-
tion.

Poshan Maah celebration in SWGH

From Our C

TURA, Sep 12: Aninaugural

orrespondent

function kicked offthe month-

long celebration of Poshan Maah at Balughat Community
Hall, Zikzak'C&RD Block, South West Garo Hills, with great
enthusiasm and active community participation on Friday.
CDPO, ICDS Zikzak Project, B Hajong, M&HO Kalaichar
PIIC, Dr Debakar Hajong, and Nokma o fBalughat Darphius
Ch Marak, graced the occasion as special guests.
Aspartofthe celebration, atree plantation drive- “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam” was organized, symbolizing the nurturing

role of mothers and prorriotin

g environmental well-being.

that only people who are
mknowledgeable, mature,
and have proper' etiquette;
are entitled to converse-
with the Chief Minister,’
or their presumption-that
the medical student was
instigated by vested in-
terests.

On the demand by the
NPYF that the student
should apologise to Chief
Minister feonrad Sangma
as well *as to the partici-
pating senior citizens and
civil societies, the joint
statement said, “As per our
observations, the medical.
’student in question did not
act or behave in a way that
warrants an apology from
his side to our Civil Soci-
ety Organisations. On the
contrary, we appreciate the
student’s dedication, cour-
age, and sense of duty for
taking part in that particular /
meeting despite thefact that
he had to spend precious
time and resources to be a
part of that meeting'.”

MLCU art
workshop pulls
in renowned
guest artists

By Our Reporter .

SHILLONG, Sep 12: A
collaborative art workshop
hosted by the Communi-
ty Centre for Arts, Crafts
and Culture, Martin Lu-
ther Christian .University
(MLCU), at Cafe Cherra-
punji, Mawkdok, brought
together an inspiring blend
of art, poetry, and dialogue
featuring distinguished
guest artists and poet Sono
KuWayama and Bob Hol-
man, known internationally
for their contributions to
the arts and spoken word
poetry.

Their presence brought
the event into a vibrant
exchange of ideas and ex-
pressions.

The eventwas thoughtful-
ly designed around the theme
of collaboration between the
verbal and the visual,; the
spoken word and imagery,
exploring the deep intercon-
nections between language
and art. Participants engaged
in interactive sessions, haiku
Writing, and collaborative
art-making that encouraged
both personal and collective
expression.

"This workshop explored
collaboration notjust between
individuals or teams, but
across different art forms,"
said a representative of the
Community Centre. "It was
about the fusion of diverse
expressions, the dialogue be-
tween image and voice, and
the power Ofcreativity across
cultures and mediums."

The event drew wide par-
ticipation from the local
artists” community, as well
as students and faculty from
the centre and the School
of Language and Cultural
Communications. This event
was also attended by the Pro,
VC, Dr Larilin Kharpuri m
and Registrar, Dr ladonlang;
Tynsong. , . .



ragmentation, the process by .which large

areas of intact forest become broken-up into

smaller pieces, is increasing in most of the

world’s forests, according to a new Science
authored by Crowther and other researchers at
institutions in Switzerland,'Australia, China, the
U.S. and the UK.

The study finds that more than 50% of the
World’s forests became more fragmented between
2000 and 2020. Tropical forests fared the worst,
with the findings-indicating that
up to 80% were fragmented over
20 years. n,

This has profound implications
-for, global biodiversity and eco-
system health, Crowther;says.

“The scary thing is*'.even if we
kef)t the same amount of forest
area on the planet, if we’re turn-
ing those big intact ones into all
theltiny fragments, we’re losing
a lot of the ecological function-
ality,”

Fragmentation can happen in

different ways and for differ-
ent reasons. Shifting cultivation
can pockmark intact forests with
clearings. New roads into pre-
viously ,intact areas can bring
miners or loggers, creating a
dendritic pattern of forest loss.
Development can eat away at a
forest’s perimeter. Stands of trees
might be chopped down or large
swaths can completely disappear
as'wildfires sweep through.

The spatial layout and distribu-

tion of forest patches — as well
as the overall amount of intact
forest — is important for wildlife

and ecological processes. ‘Many
species rely on connected forests
for population movement and
gene flow.Numerous studies have
shown that fragmentation reduces
biodiversity at,various scales.

The new Science study finds
that 51-67% of forests globally
became more fragmented in just the first two
decades of the 21st century. That’s a more dire
picture than some previous studies found.
, “We- were very sad to learn that fragmenta-
tion is much more widespread than previously
thought,” Crowther says.
m However, the study also finds that for tropical
forests, protection was remarkably, effective in
keeping forests more intact.

The growing threat of fragmentation

By Pt. Ajai Bhamb"

‘Birthday Forecast’
Moon square Rahu on your solar return chart and it is going to give mixed
results for you. You will be having tough moments atyour place ofwork. Your
enemies and conspirators will be active and will try to harm your interest. You
can atso get terminated from your job. Those who are in business will face
tough competition. Your rivals could take to unethical tactics to damage your
reputation. But you will keep getting support from your closed ones. You will
,also win trust and support of your seniors. You will be encouraged to take
positive.steps. Your financial position will keep getting better. You need to
makeinvestment-related decisionswisely. Your partner/spousewill keepgiving

st

<

tation

support. You will be eager to improve your relationships with your relatives/
friends. Marriage, of a family member will get fixed. Love birds will enjoy a
.wonderful time. You will also develop religious and spiritual inclinations: Arid
your faith in God will grow. ,

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) Itis time to concentrate on your career prospects
and professional skills as a promotion or lucrative business -
opportunity is likely to emerge consequently” your efforts.
"You successfully perform tasks that involve cooperation and
team harmony. Yourtendency to control your life through some
form of manipulation is strong. This is a phase that highlights
.romance and love in your family life; You may also experience
some tangles in yotir dose personal relationships.: You're a t.
your best when you are' showing the world your practical,

. competent, and responsible side. > " 1

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) You would adapt to new circumstances with ease
opening yourselfto positive events. You are abletofind creative
solutions to problems now,1You put in a lot of effort and find;
this has established a strong professional-base and it brings
in desired and even unexpected gains. Money issues pop up
,now—the discovery of a way to increase your income, an tin- ?
.expected giftor reward, or a brieffinancial crisis that motivates;

myouto find new ways to make money is possible.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) You may especially enjoy experiencing different

culturesandstyles-Yourideasandgoalsarehigherthanusual;
leachingandmentoringmaybepartofthewholepicture.Your,

m |, cultural and spiritual awareness increases. You are ready to

., make new beginnings and invest in new business, and rela-.
-/sU Irv tionships. It is a good time to put your needs first, but doing
[ ] so with respect for others will take you further. Whether you

] can succeed as a leader is tested right now.. Spending time in ;;

solitude among natural surroundings is therapeutic.  :i

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) You are presented with an opportunity togetrid ofw hatt
doesn'twork in your life, while also discovering what does. You
are highly motivated to make money, and this enhances quite;,,
a bit of energy for new moneymaking projects. You are sorting ,
through the experiences ofthe last several months,-separating
the worthwhile fromthe worthless. You may be drawn into some
form of service that will bring deep personal satisfaction, At this
time, you seek perfection anddistinction in yourwork, and this:
quality takes you to a more responsible position. = :J

Leo: (Jyly 23 - August 23) You are more aware than before of your mental and
physical health, daily routine, everyday working life, and your
working methods. Now is the time to realize your own potential,
through your significant other. Yqu focus on balancing ,your
personal interests and objectives with your social life, or With >
those ofa partner. Circumstances are such thatyourdiplomacy.
skills are required. Your popularity .is increasing and is rein-
forced by your own ability to cooperate and harmonize. You
would be able to make an impact on people with innovative

ideas and work.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22TYou would be successful in creative writing ,
and in the entertainment industry. Your ego and pride are tied
up In how you relate to others now. This may be an especially;

/ busy time for people who consult or work with clients one-on-
.one. Relationshipsaredynamic-fullofconfiictsandresolutions. ’

iS & v  Youtend to take things quite personally now, and something :

To get a nuanced picture of what was happening

in forests, researchers grouped.different ways of.

measuring fragmentation'(metrics) to create three

posite indices:.a connectivity-based fragmen-
index that considered how connected areas
of forest were to each other, an aggregation-based
fragmentation index that looked at how clustered

they were and a structure-based fragmentation

index that focused on the physical characteristics

— size, number and length' — of forest patches.

landscape’s ability to support healthy wildlife
populations. They found that the connectivity-
focused index aligned most closely with meta-
population .capacity, indicating that it better:
describes fragmentation in terms of how it
impacts biodiversity, says Yibiao Zou,” doctoral;
candidate at ETH Zurich and the Science study’s
lead author.

a 2023 Nature Communications study, which,
using structure-based metrics, -.found that more
than 75% of'forests had experienced declining
fragmentation over the same period.

The results oflthe new Science study are “in-
sightful,” Jun Ma, associate professor at Fudan
University and. first 'author of the .2023 Nature.
Communications study told Mongabay by email.

The team’used the three composite indices to mgwever,, he says that “the authors do not provide

calculate the percentage of forests that had be-

An illegal gold mining operation that contributed to deforestation in Magui Payan, Colombia. (Associated Press)

Then they ran computational models using global
forest cover data to figure out how these captured
different fragmentation patterns.
The-researchers found that the three indices
didn’t always interpret landscape changes in the

.same way. Some were more sensitive to certain

patterns of fragmentation than others.

The team also -used a'statistical technique
called principal component analysis to look at
how different metrics aligned with metapopula-
tion capacity,; a measurement that describes a

‘Star - Gazing’
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that someone says or does now can easily rile you. Extra care
should be exercised when it comes to work, health matters,
' , and daily routines. . m

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) Itwould be wise to be especially clear when
it comes to communicating with co-workers. Re-thinking the
suitability of your job is possible now, but you should avoid
jumping to any premature decisions. Takethistime to re-examine
-issues rather than communicating about them prematurely. A
positive and hopeful outlook increases your chances of gaining
the cooperation of important people. Youmove on the path of

, B betterment in terms of better financial stability, emotional and

- mental satisfaction and intellectual growth. -,

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) A new set-up in an existing relation or

come more fragmented between 2000 and 2020
in different biomes around the. world. ,

; Analysisusing the connectivity-focused index
indicated that 51-67% of forests globally and
58-80% of tropical forests showed increased
fragmentation over the 20-year period.;

In contrast, when the team ran its analysis
using, a structure-focused index, it found- 'that
30-35% of forests showed increased fragmenta-
tion. That result is more closely aligned with
previous estimates, the authors note, including

direct evidence linking connectivity indicators to
species habitat conservation.”
Moreover, while the two stud-
ies used different methods and
came up with -different numeri-
cal values, both paint a broadly
similaj picture of fragmentation,
Ma says. jl (‘e ;
“Our work highlights the need
to prioritize the protection of
regions where fragmentation
is intensifying, particularly in
tropical forests,” he say's.
Running the.analysis with-dif-
ferent metrics shows the benefits
of using, more thah one way to
capture fragmentation,!Zou says.
“Then we have a more compre-
hensive picture of the landscape
change.” : /.
Zou said the team, will next-
be looking more closely at how
measurements of fragmentation
relate to changes in biodiversity
and ecological functions. \ »

Drivers and solutions,
>‘The researchers also examined
the causes of fragmentation in
different regions. They found *
shifting cultivation accounted for
more than 60% of fragmentation
in the tropics, while forestry was
the major driver in the temperate
forests, and wildfires, followed
by forestry, were major drivers.

m , ’in boreal regions......
iv >Inahopeful note; the research-
ers were “unbelievably sur-
prised” by the degree to which protected status

, kept tropical forests intact, Crowther says. ¢

‘'mmlInthe tropics, strictly protected areas showed
82% less fragmentation than similar non-protect-
ed areas; less strictly protected areas were less
effective at preventing fragmentation but still
showed a drop of 45%.

“There are an increasing number of good news
stories' that indicate that if we make decisions to
protect nature”™ it actually can work,” Crowther
says. (Mongabay) .

National anxieties, personal fear:

The comfort we find in flags

he recent proliferation of
English flags, from Lamp-
posts to roundaboutp, can

act of patriotism. It could be ar-
gued that it is an expression of'

on their primary caregiver as a
baby to a state of recognising
themselves as a separate person,
be viewed as more than a simipdy often become intensely at-
tached to a teddy or other toy.
The teddy is an object they~'bow flags in their windows; And

the associated ideology could
*be seen as a way for<people
to-identify with a like-minded
community.

People displayed NHS, rain-

that reminds

deep-seated national anxieties.

Hanging these flags may func
tion as a public psychological
defence against a world per-

. m  anew love affair may be formed. Yourprcjfessional lifebgiigsed as increasingly compli-

rewards and recognition now. You are working hard and inclined
n towardsmoredetailedwork.Anopportunitytpexpandbusiness
is arriving now. Increased connections and experiences come
into the picture. This is a period of growth as well as some
form of blossoming. This is a very fortunate time to arrange
get-togethers, parties and events. Increased public recognition
Ji s and professional success characterizes this week. You would.,

become more particular about your health and diet.

m 5'Y's

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)This time puts some kind of pres-

] sure on professional and personal aspects. You may beg'@ tfPoana |y st

take on more responsibilities on the job or in another capacity.
Your job could become rather tedious or boring, or working
conditions may be tiring and frustrating. .You. find-yourself
more accountable than ever when it comes to your work and
output. You may have to draw some boundaries with friends
-mv. and the demands placed on you. This is an excellent period for
v : starting new regimens to improve your health and well-being,
« vsuch as regularexercise and a more structured and productive
- use of your time.

Capricorn: (December 22 mJanuary 20)It would be wiser to face difficult people
and situationsrather than escape, as.there would be victory
m . and success ip professional ventures. Don’t take the one you
love for granted but show your love and appreciation. Financia!
transactions and professional projects go ahead smoothly with
goodwill, and they would be profitable. Your professional skills,
' ., . wisdom and craft are appreciated and fresh-opportunities for
- expansion are made available to you.. Personal relationships
gain a romantic and exciting quality. Tackle sensitive subjects
-v anddifficult people head on and getyourpointacross. Business
projects and associations are opening and widening your hori-
,.zons(so you need to think expansively from now onwards.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) You would achieve a lot in business and
; professional-aspects by combining creativity and practicality.

- You take on a more mature role in the family and in personal

situations by taking on extra responsibility and giving direction.
You-can expect seniors to support you and stand up for you
[ ] in tough situations. You can trust your intuition about people
‘ . and situations when-called upon to mediate in,conflicts and
4 -- collaborations:Anewworkopportunitycanchange.thewayyou

V. . work and relate with people professionally. How willing you are
-L ,: ,j k toexperimentand explore newapproaches will determine your

- - ssuccess atthis time. You will be considerably more productive,

healthy, and focused. s

> -y,

.Pisces: (February 19 « March 20)This is a favorable phase for people in sports,
competition, game shows and other related fields. You have
a been pore determined and hardworking, and this brings fulfill-
-mmentofdesires particularly in competitive examinations: Thisjs
a good time tobe with a friend or get associated with a group
with whom you can share your own ideas and thoughts, Com-
munications from overseas are hopeful and exciting as business'
opportunities are extended to you. You are physically energetic
: and enjoy the feeling of well-being and confidence, -v ;,-

cated. Against this uncertainty,
a flag is a simple, bold symbol.
It provides a stark distinction
between “us” and “them”, po-
tentially allowing for
a sense of order and
belonging.
Flags may help, us
manage what the psy-
M elanie
Klein called “persecu-
tory anxiety” - the fear
that we are being-pur-,
sued or attacked. When
we feel, overwhelmed’
by forces such as*eco-
nomic instability, sot
cial change or a health
crisis, we do what we
can to cope. We rriay®
for, example, resort to
a primary psychologi-
cal defence known as
“splitting”.
This is a process in
which we divide the

world into two camps:
the “good” and the
“bad”.

The flags, in this sense, can
become a public object onto
which we project our anxieties.
Those who choose to put up the
flag in public spaces may feel
a part of the “good”, authentic,
local group,and feel the need to
differentiate themselves from
external “bad” farces, such
as unseen globalist elites, the
“woke” mob, or anyone who is
offended by their flag. These
forces “re perceived as being

linked to ,the person s prob-
lems... = n'y,
Psychoanalyst Donald Winni-
cott developed a concept called a
“transitional object” to describe
the crutches we use in times of
arixiety. When a child is moving

from a state of total dependence

keep with them
them of their infancy as they
move into a new, unknown state,
and becomes an omnipotent
extension of the inner psychic
world. In the same way, a flag is
a physical item that people can
hold on to. It provides a feeling-
of stability and continuity - and

areminder of a more stable past
- as we move into an uncertain
future. . .

People might even find a sense
of control and empowerment in
the offence caused to some oth-
ers with their flag. They stop
perceiving themselves as pas-
sive victims of uncertain politi-
cal
and start seeing themselves as
an actor. The flag is a way of

«

saying: “laro here, and | am,on:

or economic-circumstances.

baking banana'bread or sour-
dough or banging pots and pans
became objects of solidarity
during lockdowns. Those who
opposed masks and lockdowns
pasted stickers around the urban
environment-inviting people to.
join conspiratorial groups in an-
.other form of group action.
These objects may
have helped us convert
|lhe anxiety of lockdown
and social change intom

shared symbols. Na-
tional flags could be
seen to function in a.

similar wav, acting as>
an invitation to join a

community built around

a shared symbolic mean-

ing.

It’s possible that what
makes these actions so
effective is that they
bypass rational debate
fend appeal directly to
our emotions. You don’t
need a complex under-.
standing of economics
pr immigration policy
to understand a flag.

It is an immediate, ;
emotive symbol that e

allows for a;;powerful sensej
of unity and shared purpose.
This may be the reason why'
such movements can spread so
quickly and- seemingly without
a leader. The flag itself comes
to the fore as the call to action,
drawing people into.a mutually
reinforcing*social system.
Recognising these underlying
psychological dynamics helps us
understand the enduring appeal
of these movements. They may.

the side ofhgyphgus that to understand the

\'n appeal to oUr e
pp Wwe,

-world We could first look at-how
molioNns.
as individuals and as a so-

Flags are not th&i®tYpymagage our deepest fears.
example of our tenJ@ﬁcfjagt% on our streets may not,

gravitate towards symbolic ob- .

jectives to channel stress'. Dur-
ing the pandemic, for example,
simple physical

objects and

just be a political statement, but
potentially a sign of a society
grappling with its anxieties,
(The Conversation)
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“Knowledge is the eye ofdesire and
can become thepilot ofthe soul.”
—Will Durant
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Lessons from Nepal

A modicum of order has been established in Ne-
pal with the effective intervention of its army and
installation of a reputed former chief justice as
Prjme Minister, There are lessons to be learnt from
the sudden eruption ofanti-government protests in
the landlocked Himalayan nation The ruling Com-i
munist party took a major hit as its Prime Minister
Sharrtla Oli was bundled out of power after the
incidents ofviolence, arson and firing, killing over
20 people since September 8. The zeroing in on the
73-year-old Sushila Karki as the prime minister to
lead an interim government appeared to be amaster
stroke ¢ it calmed down the protesters who were
obviously angered overjoblessness as also massive
acts of nepotism and corruption in governance.
Karki’s reputation as an incomiptible judicial
head acted as abalm on the wounded minds.'ofthe
eanti-corruption Gen-Z youths. How the scenario
builds up in Nepal remains to be closely watched
as conflicting interests, including external forces,
are lurking in the shadows. .

In the neighbourhood, India is closely watching
the evolving situations in Nepal. Curiously, with a.
“white-as-Lily” prime minister ruling India from
its apex for the past 11 years, the corruption in gov-
ernmental layers multiplied. Modi won the 2014
parliament polls by promising to end the corruption
that bedevilled the previous UPA 11 government.
His promise of ferrying back the billions India’s
corrupt creed had stashed away and put in foreign
tax havens, and of putting them in the accounts of
every poor Indian, proved hollow. In reality, Modi
could not lay his hands on the large array of cor-
rupt entities even within the country dr those who
‘escaped’ with their bounty to foreign ,soik He,
instead, is accused of fanning corruption, making
the central investigation agencies like CBI and
ED ineffective, using them only to bargain with
his political rivals. The huge sums the BJP uses to
win elections, however, speak volumes about the
unholy cuts and commission raj that exist intoday’s
governance system at its very apex.

Hugely corrupt leaders are part o fthe N DA pack.
Modi’s very survival as PM depends on their sup-
port. The bureaucratic apparatus as awhole is today
deeply corrupt. Corrupt, wayward bureaucrats re-
mained untouched all through Modi’s three terms.
No courageous step to stem the rot has been taken.
Modi dithered. Evidence is also in.the currency
burning incident at a Supreme Courtjudge’s house
in Delhi, on which Modi did not speak a word as
yet. Instead, Jagdeep Dhankar who spoke up was
slighted. The scenes, of corruption and widespread
unemployment are equally worse here as in Nepal.
Claims about low unemployment rate here are a
sham-they are built on themerger ofthe numbers
of the employed people with the numbers of the
MGNREGS workforce, comprising the poor that
get no more than a pittance as wages. A spark can
ignite a fire. To Modi’s advantage there’s no JP
around to effect acourse-correction.

staying in rented rooms' or
’hostels,'the struggle is eVen

When Learning

Turns To greater. Away from home, we

. manage not only our stud-

Ed_EtXhaUStlon ies but alsojour meals, our
itor,

chores, and the emotional
challenges of living inde-
pendently. And with strict
; attendance requirements, we

have no choice but to attend
every class, even if we are
mentally or physically ex-
hausted. There is no room to
take a break without falling
behind.

lunderstand that teachers,
too, are under pressure to
complete their syllabus. But
cramming everything into.
such a tight schedule only
harms the learning process.
Too many flavours in one'
cup at the same time makes
no taste. In the same way,
when, lessons are-rushed
without space to reflect or
absorb, students gain little
real understanding.

Instead of fostering a love
for learning, this routine
breeds exhaustion and re-
sentment. Assignments are
rushed, practicals are done
mechanically, and the joy
of education disappears.
The campus, once vibrant,
now, feels drained of energy
because students come.not
with excitement but with
Weariness. r

There is no single student
body to oppose these mat-
ters, so | write here with the'
hope that the management -
ofthis college will reflect on
these concerns. True prestige
should not come atthe costof
students’well-being. Educa-
tion should be more than

| write this as a concerned
student ofthe 5th semester in
one of the most prestigious
colleges in Shillong. For
years, this institution has
been admired for its history
and academic excellence.
For many, getting admitted
here was once a ipatter of
pride. But over time, the
experience has changed.
Students no longer enjoy
coming to college the way
they once did because the
environment has become
suffocating.

Our schedule is a major'
reason for this. Classes run
from 9 am in the,morning
until 4 to 4:30 pm in the
evening, with a very short
break.,, The only pause -we
getis about 30 minutes, and
even that feels insufficient.
Most of the time, half of it
is spentjust searching for a
place to eat. By the time we
finally find something, we
are left rushing through our
food, often leaving meals un-
finished just to make it back
to class on time. Saturdays,
instead ofbeing a day ofrest
or catch-up, are packed with
lectures. The college seems
to think that as students, we
have nothing to do outside
ofclass hours. Butthat is far
from the truth.

Assignments, projects,
and. practical work pile up,
yet there is no real time to
complete them. For students

The Rs 6000 Cr Urban Overhaul Plan

“Urban transformation
with an investment of Rs
6000 crores across urban cen-.
tres such as Shillong, Jowai
and Tura is on the State Govt
Cards” screamed the news
on page 3 of The Shillong
Times dated September 10,
2025. Itseemsthe Dy CM, l/c
Urban Affairs had unveiled
the above, in the pipeline,
plans during the'current As-
sembly Session. The focus is
apparently on improvement
of urban mobility, upgrad-
ing amenities (hopefully it
means replacing worn out
and archaic urban infrastruc-
ture) , adoptingmodem plan-
ning tools and strengthening
community partnership (not
really clear what is meant by
this term or how it is planned
to be achieved). | however
heartily welcome such plans
and initiatives which are long
overdue. Nevertheless as an

By Toki.Blah

the running and maintenance
ofthe buses as a business pro-
posal to technically qualified
people. As long as an efficient
public transport system is
provided and sustained , so
what if the lessee makes a
profit out of it! (iv) Shillong
at present has a number of
big vehicles (read trucks)
workshops, owned by profes-
sionals and staffed by expe-
rienced mechanics™ who are
desperate for work because
ofthe slowdown in the coal
business. Why not encourage
such owners to form;a Co-
operative? Let them bid for.
operating the buses, (v) The

ambitious and highly techni-
cal transformation program?
Rule .of Thumb assessment
suggests that these modern
planning tools mentioned
wouldneedaminimum 1000,
ifnot more, trained technical
personnel. .
The fact, Mr Urban Min-
ister is that we don’t even
have a functional elected
Shillong Municipality. Not to
Xtalk aboutother understaffed
ULBs that can make use
of Such “modem planning
tools.” So has the Assembly
been fed a “Pipe Dream” or
is the claimed urban trans-
formation not so much on

main TOR for the contract -improving public civic ame-

is for the Co-operative to
ensure running, say 90% of
the; buses on a daily basis
from 6am to 10pm for the'

ordinary, simple yetconcerned ®tonvenience ofthe public (vi)

citizen who will -definitely

be impacted by the efficacy

of such plans when they are

implemented, | reserve for;
myselfthe right to also ques- -
tion and enquire. List time |

checked, Art 19 (l.a) of the;
Constitution is still there

while Sec 2(28) of the BNS

still upholds the definition,
thata Ministerto the Govern-

ment still remains a “Public

Servant.” It means | can still

question; raise doubts and the

Government and the Public

Servant concerned should not

mind. So here goes.

Lets first discuss “im-
proved urban mobility”
which most probably means
“improved public transport
services through the deploy-
ment of 35 AC buses and 50
electric busesG od alone
knows how the public des-
perately needs those buses
but we shouldn’t forget that'
under a similar scheme, 60
“Red Buses” were procured
under JNNURM in 2011;
given to some NGO to run
and today hardly a trace of
the same are to be found.
Accountability has never
been Meghalaya’ss.strong
pointbutthe factremains that
people inthe know, all point
out to the puzzling act of
entrusting the running ofthe
Red Buses to. an NGO with
no experience or credentials
for such an undertaking. So
the question of “sustainable
operation” of the proposed
new buses assumes critical
importance. | doubt if the
MTC will fitthe bill. v .

Cut to the chase; | would
propose that Government
this time; simply concentrate
on the following : (i) ensure
the smooth running of the
buses for the benefit of the
public (ii) how the Transport
Department will make profit
orhow to share revenue from
the scheme should be the
least of Governments- con-
cern (iii) therefore lease out

endless hours of lectures. It
should prepare us' for life,
not wear us down before it

begins. . —
Yours etc.,

Name withheld on

> ., - . request,
Via email

A City’s Despair:
From Broken
Roads to Systemic
Betrayal

Editor;

I am writing to express
a profound and shared frus-
tration among the citizens
of Shillong. The is*ue is

far greater than the appall-«

ing condition of our roads,
which; with their gaping
potholes and crumbling sur-
faces, have become a daily
public menace. These broken
roads are merely the most
visible symptom of a deep-
seated rot that has paralyzed
our city’s progress.

This systemic failure is
tragically mirrored in the
lives of our youth. Chronic
and widespread unemploy-
ment has left an entire gen-
eration feeling abandoned
and without a future, driving
many into the devastating
spiral of drug abuse. What
makes this particularly gall-
ing is the government's ap-
proach. Instead of investing
in our own talent, valuable
public funds—reportedly
lakhs of rupees—are being:
spent on outside consultants,
while local graduate's, filled

the Co-operative will"take
care ofall medium and small
repair works without bother-
ingthe Government (vii) Let
Governmentonly provide the
Co-operative a parking space
dnd a covered working shed (
for which it can charge rent)
and lets see how things go.

(ix) Leasing out the buses to .

a company owned by a Min-
ister, his relatives or political
chamchas is to simply invite
another urban disaster.

Now lets get down to
the nitty gritty of'“adopting
modem planning tools.”What
“modem planning tpols,? is
the Minister talking about?
GIS, BIM, 3D/VR/AR Tech

nities but a devious plot to
simply spend 6000 Crore?
Now inthe absence ofany
Mission Statement on -how
the declared urban plan is
to be carried out (a Mission
Statement is a concise dec-
laration explaining an orga-
nization's fundamental pur-
pose, core values, and overall
goals to its stakeholders) let
us take the Minister’s goal of
“strengthening community
partnership,” for the same.:
To my knowledge and un-
derstanding such community
partnership undertakings can
only happen through legally
recognized community Insti-
tutions. But that is just part
of the requirement. These
community institutions must
also be designed, empowered
and capacitated community
Institutions that are capable

are all .data dependent: and -and trained in participatory

data driven digital tools for
decision making. My. point
is , does Urban Affairs have
such baseline data? Now
baseline data is important so
that work done-can be evalu-
ated. 20 years back under the
Aus-Aid programme such
data was created after spend-

ing a lot of time and money. *

Whathappened to that data ?
Orare we planning to use the
6000 croresto bringinamul-
titude of the usual, dubious
“Fly. by-night” consultants.
to create fresh;databases?
Now even if such data is to
be created, who will use it?
Let’sbe clear about one thing
h it's notthe job ofthe Urban
Affairs Departmentto imple-
mentprojects. So, Meghalaya
is at best leftwith the Direc-
torate of Urban Affairs, the
Municipalities and the Au-
tonomous District Councils
to carry out the implementa-
tion part of the announced

exercises ( where both men
and women participate) to
visualize, plan and manage
their own development. Vi-
sion and Finance manage-
ment capabilities are critical
components that need to be
factored in. So do our Dor-
bar Shrtong fit this required,
criteria?

If the Minister believes
thatthe KHADC Administra-
tion of Elaka (Amendment)
Act 2023 provides him with
the required community In-
stitutions to bring about “a
people driven Urban trans-
formation,” ,then he is sadly
mistaken. The above Elaka
Amendment is'perhaps the
biggest hoax ever played on
the Khasis! The Amendment
in no way seeks to bring
about an improved participa-
tory paradigm in the govern-
ing ability of our grassroots
village Dorbar. Instead it
seeks how the KHADC can

transformation plans and the mhave more control, more

slew of schemes attached to
it. Again are these bodies
equipped with the software,
manpower, technical know-
how and expertise to man and
run the required Monitoring
and Evaluation systems and
the Management Information
Systems needed for such an

with potential and a desire to
contribute, are left without
jobs. This choice to look out-
ward instead ofnurturing our
own is a profound betrayal.:

Furthermore, the public
purse is being plundered to
pay for a bloated political
apparatus. Publio funds are.
being'used to support indi-
viduals like parliamentary
secretaries, chairmen, and
advisors who are perceived
to be ignorant of the com-
mon person’s plight and

edetached from the realities

on the ground. This abuse
of political power to amass
personal wealth is an open
secret, fuelling a culture
of impunity that drains our
resources and erodes public
trust. The so-called develop-
mental schemes offered to the
public are nothing more than
’shprt-term eyewash—unsus-
tainable projects designed
to garner public applause,
without addressing the core
issues.

When people attempt to
seek justice, it seems the
system is rigged. It is widely'
believed that the courts are
being corrupted to protect
ministers. Even the plethora
of pressure groups wrongly
labelled “NGOs,” which
should be independent voices
for change, are seen as mere
puppets of political groups,
serving vested interests rather
than the public good.

Shillong is a city in cri-
sis® Its roads are broken, its
youth are suffering, and its
governance is in question. We
must demand an end to this
cycle of neglect,, corruption,

domination and absolute
supremacy over our village
traditional bodies. It seeks
to squeeze the Dorbar of
any semblance of autonomy
they presently enjoy. The
whole Act is about contin-
ued KHADC hegemony and
control ovkr the Dorbar! The

and political posturing. We

deserve a government that

is accountable, transparent,

and genuinely committed

to building a better, more

prosperous future for all its
citizens. '

Yours etc.,

’Kynsai Dkhar,

Via email

Step in the right

direction

Editor,

The other day 1happened
to go to PB or Khyndailad
and | was pleasantly sur-
prised to see that the roads
were free of street vendors
who used to hinder the pe-
destrians. | would like to
compliment the Government
and the Ministry of Urban
Development in particular
for having achieved this
face lift of our beloved city.
Forso long the streetvendors
have been a nuisance along
the PB roads, especially the
path leading to Umsohsun.
It always seemed like a nar-
row path where pedestrians
dashed against each other
while hurrying-to theirdesti-
nations. Today however, the
road seems surprisingly very
wide, almost like a highway!
Rid of street vendors, the lo-
eation has received a facelift.
Inthepast years we have seen
how the authorities have tried
in vain to remove these street
vendors from this location
but all efforts seemed futile
Perhaps those efforts were
unsuccessful because the

role of women and youth
in Dorbar decision-making
processes has-been effectively’
muzzled. Any.development'
projectassignedto the Dorbar
and, recognized by this Act
will simply perpetuate a top
down, target driven develop-
ment paradigm instead of
the much required bottom
up, demand driven mode-that
is the universally recognized
paradigm for sustainable de-
velopmerit. The Act simply
enforcesthe distinctpossibility
that the Rs 6000 crore will be
shown as spent on office files
with nothing to show on the
ground! Itwill simply increase
the number of Government
Development Tombstones
that litter our countryside. In
short it’s the perfect setup, for

ramajor scam!

One is really disheartened
to seethe current Autumn ses-
sion of the Meghalaya Leg-
islative Assembly end with
hardly any questions, except
perhaps for a few comments
from Dr Mukul Sangma and
Ardent Basaiawmoit, on this
whole urban transformation
plan. Rs 6000 crore is a
huge amount by any stretch
ofthe imagination. What if

.these plans are not what we

really want? We the public
for whom it is intended need
to know.

The writer on his own
made some tentative queries
from members ofthe public (
a very small sample survey).
on issues they thought-the Rs
6000 crore should be spent
on. The replies showed that
the common man may per-
haps have better ideas than
the Government Some stated
thatwith such a huge amount
atits disposalthe Government
should seriously think about a
people’s market, something
like lewduh; three or four
storied perhaps; equipped
with modem facilities like,
escalators, parking/spaces,
hygienic eateries, clean wash-
rooms and toilets etc. Nota
shopping mall, but apeople’s
market with small kong shops
for livelihood* o f the poor and
employment for thousands of
our youths.

Lotsofland isstill available'
on the Mawiong - Shillong-
Mawsiatkhnam road they
point out and this will help
deeongest Old Shillong. It
made a lot of sense to me.*
The questionto ask hereisdid.
the Urban Affairs Depertment
carry out a similar “what the
people really want” survey
before the Urban Transforma-
tion Plan was presented on the
floor ofthe House? Too many
times we have allowed .our-
selves to be carried away by
good intentions but -horrible
implementationschemes that

bring no benefits. Actually it’s "

the job of the Opposition to
question but should we, the
public, then also keep quiet
when they fail to do so?

authorities did not think of

.providing an'altemative place

for these poor vendors many
ofwhom are living from hand
to mouth. The present author-
ity however has peacefully
implemented the relocation of
these vendors because it has
.provided them a suitable al-
ternative place. The stallsthat
have been allotted to these
vendors in the top floor of
MUDAparking lot, look very
well arranged and decent. It is
evident that the vendors are
contented with this permanent
arrangement made by the
government. Besides, the ar-
rangement is also facilitating
customers who do not need
to go up and down the road
or keep dodging the vehicles
plying along. It would be nice
however if the department
undertakes the task ofrepair-
ing the broken tiles along the
path; put up sitting places all
along, provide waste baskets,
put up some flower displays,.
LED display screens etc. It
would be better still if the
department concerned can
realign the-electrical and
phone cables which are run-
ning disorderly crisscrossing
the road. Once again kudos to
the Government and letus all
decide to make our beloved
city the pride of our state.
Yours etc.,
Barnes Mawrie sdb
Viaemail

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Echoes of Change:: How

Each Generation Shaped
the World’s Turning Points
ByJairaj Chhetry

History is not written by
rulers alone. Itis equally shaped
by ordinary men and women,
oftenunitedby the spiritoftheir

generation. Each age group-—;

silentobservers, restless dream-
ers, or bold rebels—carries its
own rhythm of change. From
colonial struggles to digital
revolutions, generations have
risen to confront challenges,
demand justice” and redefine
the meaning ofprogress. _

The Silent Generation
(Born 1928-1945) - Resil-
ience in Adversity: This gen-
eration grew up amidst the
shadows of World War Il and
the Great Depression. They
learned endurance through
scarcity, patience in .suffering,
and the value of duty over
desire. In India, they were part
ofthe freedommovement’s last
lap- marchingalongside lead-
ers like Gandhi, Nehru, and Pa-
tel, believing in sacrifice more
thanrecognition. Globally, they
carried nations from war-torn
ruinsto reconstruction, shaping
the United Nations and post-
war stability.

Their strength lay in self-
lessness, but their reverence
for authority sometimes bred
conformity. While they ensured
stability, they also allowed
hierarchical structures— both-
political and familial—to per-
sistunchallenged. Their silence
preserved order but at the cost
of ignoring systemic inequali-
tiesthatwould later erupt inthe
1960s and 70s. | IY

Baby Boomers (Born
1946-1964) - Builders of
Nations: Emerging from war,
the Baby Boomers sought sta-
bilityand growth. They became
nation-builders, expanding
industries, democracies, and.
education. In India, theyplayed
arolein laying downthe institu-
tions ofmodem democracy, the
Green Revolution, arid space
research. Globally, they wit-,
nessed civil rights struggles in
the U.S., the student revolts of
Paris in 1968, and anti-war pro-
tests that reshaped policies.

'The Boomers were remark-
able achievers, yettheirpursuit
of progress often came at an
environmental cost. Consumer-
ism grewunchecked, sowing
the seeds oftoday’s climate cri-
sis. Theirreluctanceto letgo of
power has also been criticized,
creating political and economic

* autocratic tendencies.

farmers’ solidarity protests.
Globally, they led .waves like
the Arab Spring, Hong Kong
pro-democracy protests, and
climate strikes inspired by

' Greta Thunberg. They are im-

patient, butthey shake systems
"when silence fails.

Historical Incidentsin the
Region: Bangladesh - Mon-
soon Uprising (July 2024):
Young peoplemobilized via
Face book and other social
'platformsto demand democra-
cy and freedom o fexpression.
Memes, esatire, and visuals
unified diverse voices against
; -
r Nepal Pro-Monarchy
vs. Republicanism Protests
(March 2025):Laige demon-
strations both,in support of
restoring the monarchy and for
defending the federal republic
saw clashes between rival
groups, highlighting Gen Z’s
engagement in national politi- m
mal identity.

Latest Developments
from Nepal (September
2025): * AGen Z-led uprising m
erupted after the government
banned 26 social media, plat-
forms, sparking nationwide
protests.. -

* Thousands marched in
Kathmandu and across Ne-
pal. Security forces clashed
with protesters, resulting'in
51 deaths and over 1,300
injuries. '

* Prime Minister K.'P.
Sharma Oli resigned; Sushila r
Karki was appointedas interim
primeminister Elections were

' scheduled for March 5,2026.

* Protesters demanded the
lifting of bans, government
accountability, anti-corruption m
reforms, and political transpar-
ency. my "
Gen Z’s voice is raw and ;
powerful, but their impatience
risks burning out movements
quickly. Theirreliance on digi-
tal spaces empowers them, yet
also exposesthemto misinfbr-"
mation and polarization. While
they excel in raising aware-
ness, sustaining structural
reforms remains a challenge..
Theirenergy istransformative,-
but untempered anger can lead

’ to chaos. -

Generation Alpha (2013
onwards) - The Future in
Making: Still in classrooms,
GenerationAlphaisthefirst to.
be fully bom into artificial in-

bottlenecks for younger gen-\ telligence, robotics, and Virtual

erations. While they built, they
also hoarded. w
Generation X (Born 1965-
1980) - The Bridge Between
Tradition and Technology:
Often calledthe “middle child”
ofhistory, Gen X grew Up dur-
ing economic transitions: They
learned to adapt—balancing
traditional values with modem
ambitions: In India, they spear-
headed the 1991 economic

reforms era, opening the court-'

try to globalization. Globally,
they nurtured Silicon Valley,
ended the Cold War divide,
and prepared the world for the
digital age. Gen X provided the

reality. Their challenges will

¢ be unlike any seen before— .

climate survival, machine
ethics, and global citizenship.
Theyare still seeds, yetthe soil
is already rich with the lessons
of past generations.

Generation Alpha will in-.

. herit both the promises and

theperils ofahyper-connected
world. Their strength may
lie in early adaptability, but
overexposure to screens and :
reduced real-world interaction
pose, risks fbr empathy and
mental health. The true test
will be whetherthey canblend
technological genius with ethi-

resilience needed in turbulent- cal wisdom.

times, but their pragmatism
sometimes slid into cynicism.

Conclusion - The Echo
ThatBinds Us: Every genera-

They questioned authority yet tion has its light and its. shad-

avoided large-scale collective
action, overshadowed by the
louder voices of Boomers and
Millennial. Their entrepre-
neurial drive shaped industries,
buttheir political passivity left
them a “quiet bridge” rather
than loud reformers.
Millennials (Born 1981-
1996)- Dreamersofthe Digi-
tal Dawn: The first.generation
to grow up with the internet,
Millennials believed in dreams
without borders. In India, they
poweredthe ITboom, start-ups,
and global service hubs, mak-
ing Bangalore and Hyderabad
worldnames. Globally, they led
climate ,marches, used social
mediaas aweapon ofaccount-
ability, and created platforms
like Face book:and YouTube
that changed communication
forever. Millennials brought
optimism and inclusivity, yet
their digital dependence fos-
tered fragility—both in at-

ows. Some generations rebuilt
nations from rubble, others
questioned unjustregimes, and
still others sparked revolutions
fromtheirphones: The echoes
Of their courage, their errors,
and their hopes remind us that
humanity’s progress is never
the work ofone age alone—it
is arelay race across time.
.. As we look to the future,
the challenge is clear: can the
younger generations leam not.
only from technology but also
from the wisdom ofthose who
endured wars,- famines, and
struggles before them? I f they
can, the echo of change will
not only be loud—it will also
be lasting. . ,
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“ Strive not to be a success, but rather e
to be ofvalue”

— Albert Einstein

The Shillong Times

Vol NoiLXVHI No-37

SHILLONG, TUESDAY,SEPTEMBER 16,2025

Cabinet Reshuffle: A Conundrum

A cabinet reshuffle is never an easy task for the
ChiefMinister. No minister wants to give up his/her
berth because it is a source of power. While cabinet
reshuffles are necessary to ensure efficiency, in.
Meghalaya’s coalition politics it’s also about musi-
cal chairs. A case in pointis the BJP with only two
MLASs with one having held a cabinet berth for 2.5
years while the other one is waiting in the wings.
Normally when a chiefminister chooses his cabinet
colleagues the first criterion should be efficiency,
experience and ability to deliver. But such consid-
erations cannot figure in a coalition government
where capability and competence are not qualities
a CM can look for. He has to strike a balance such
that the coalition is not threatened even though now
the NPP has an absolute majority in the state today.
The CM must tread cautiously especially with the
BJP MLAs since the party is ruling the roost at the
Centre, albeit in a coalition ministry but it is not lost
on anyone as to who pulls the strings.

In the real sense a cabinet reshuffle is not just a
change of face but also a change in the manner in
which the departments are run." While_some minis-
ters have a firm grip on their departments others are
floundering or are running the departments to serve
a limited agenda oftheir own especially in terms of
staff recruitments in those departments' So far, the
most harangued department is the Education Depart-
ment.This Department requires acomplete overhaul
and demands that a minister heading Education - a
department riddled with controversies- should have
been a senior, experienced person who could guide
the educational vision of Meghalaya with fortitude
and commitment. Unfortunately, in Meghalaya no
minister wants to head the Education Department
because of its past predicaments which have con-

tinued even today.

In asituation where Education in the state is in'the
doldrums, the present Education Minister alone can-
not be blamed for all the ills and the baggage of the
past. What is needed is strict rationalising o f the su-
perfluous schools that have come up and continue to
function only in name without teachers or students-.
This requires a harsh decision which the MDA-2
government must take in order to salvage educa-
tion from the rut it is in today. Political concessions
cannot be made at the cost of education. In fact, the
communities where such superfluous schools oper-
ate should demand that they be shut down. How can
any Government allow ghost schools to continue to
suck up all the funds meant for schools that are really
educating students. Hence in this cabinet reshuffle
if there is one imperative for the Government it is
to overhaul the Education Department. However
other departments too can do with a change of face
eand performance. These include the Urban Affairs,
PWD and PHE Departments. The poor quality of
our roads are testimony of the failure of the PWD
and the fact that people in Shillong city suffer from
drinking water shortage should tell us thatthe PHED
is a failure. A cabinet reshuffle is therefore crucial.

Letters to the Editor

Gen Z
and news

the young generation.
Mukhim also talks about

two dangers: sensationalism

(making news too dramatic)

Consumption * and cancel culture (where

Editor,
Patricia Mukhim, in her
article “Rewriting the Rules

of Journalism” (ST, Sep-;u

tember 12, 2025), raisesi a
question that is very im-
portant for our times. She
asks: What will happen to
journalism ifitturnsinto en-
tertainmentonly? She shows
how today’s news is often
shaped by catchy headlines,
very short videos; and the
constant chase for likes and
shares. Ifthis continues, who
will do the seriousjob ofin-
forming people and checking
those in power?

Mukhim is worried that
young people, especially
Gen Z, want only quick and
flashy news. It is true that
short videos are very popu-
lar, but it is not fair to think
that young people cannot
handle serious news. Many
of them listen to long pod-
casts, read newsletters, and
follow videos that explain
issues in detail. They are
not careless; they are simply
more careful in choosing’
what they watch or read.
They avoid boring or dull
reporting, butthey welcome
news that feels sharp, clear,
and honest. If traditional
newspapers do not change
with the times, they may lose

people quickly reject or boy-
cott someone). Sensational
news often happens because
companies earn money from
clicks and views. So, itis not
just the fault of reporters —
the whole system of online
advertising pushes them this
way. Cancel culture may
look harsh, but sometimes it
is the only way people feel
they can fight for justice
when official systems do
nothing.

The most powerful point
in her article is the reminder
that journalism is a public
trust. Journalists must be
brave enough to expose
corruption, question govern-
ment claims, and give space
to unheard voices, But this
will not happen unless we
also act Media literacy i—
the skill of checking facts
and questioning sources' —
should be taught in schools
and colleges. And investiga-
tive journalism will survive
only if we find new ways of
funding it, otherwise, rich
media owners will always
control the loudest voices.

At some places, the ar-
ticle sounds nostalgic for the
old days ofnewspapers with,
long articles and slow read-
ing. But the truth is times
have changed. Digital me-
dia though flawed, has also
given new power to ordi-

Sugar is a highly addic
tive drug. | didn’t realize
this until | tried to go off
sugar. It has been six months
since | have abstained from
this drug. But once in a red-
moon, | often cheat. Daring
as it might sound for some-
one with an unpredictable
call ofnature, | have learned
to always carry hope... and
toilet paper. So, strategically,
T stepped into Karak Chaa
Cafe (adjacent Assam Oil
Petrol Pump) for a matka of
Karak Ginger. To distract my
anxious gut, | took out my
Shillong Times and a diary to
pen thoughtful lines (I enjoy
being a conflict connoisseur
- 1was expecting a Mr Bhog-
torani Vrs ... in the Letters
section). As | wait for the.
stubborn rain to fly away to
Sohrd, | delve deep into the
editorial section and much to
my delight Madam Editor’s
article “Rewriting the rules
ofjournalism” turned out to
be a delicious SNACK to my
sugary drink.

Dearreaders, | would like
to share a ground report or
rather an experiment (ongo-
ing) that | have recently con-
ducted as part ofmy vocation
as the Great “Inglis Maker”
of a school in the heart of
Shillong’s Educational Hub.
Through this article, | intend
to share and humbly seek
feedback, instead ofbrazenly
belittling or shaming my
beloved students which, God
forbid - if misunderstood
might be a cause for getting
CANCELLED by my young
followers.

Experiment Group

The target or-purpose of
this experiment is aimed at
language learning related
issues only. My test subjects
are Class Ill and Class IV
students - far more disrup-
tive than-the Gen / for they
are the latest “Gen Alpha”
(Covid Schooling Batches)
- my.beautiful little minions
who shower me with all the
love and attention thatwould
make every other teacher
jealous. Sadly; till, date |
couldn’t come up with a title
for my experiment which is
catchy and CLICK-BAITY
enough to getthe attention of
the Gen-Z/Gen-Alpha.

Pre-Experiment Survey i

Aftergetting several com-
plaints from teachers from
the primary to the second-
ary level, I took an initiative
to. informally interview my
fellow English Compadres.
Terrible Handwriting, Poor
Phonetic and Intonation,
Weak Vocabulary, sentence
formation and spellings (col-
,or/colour?), Gen Z/informal
language terms in copies and
scripts, no proper spacing
and capitalization, no Mar-
gins/Lines/Punctuation and
the list goes on and on.

nary people. Local podcasts,
YouTube channels run by
common citizens, and even
Twitter threads often explain
things more clearly than big
newspapers. These should
notbe rejected but improved
in quality and honesty.

In the end, Patricia
Mukhim’s article is a timely
reminder that journalism
must not be controlled by
algorithms alone. It must
meet young readers where
they are — with news that is
quick but not shallow, sharp
but not dishonesty-digital but
still meaningful.

Good journalism is both
an anchorand amirror. It ari-

mchors society when rumours
and lies threaten to shake
it.; And it mirrors society
by showing the truth, even
when it is uncomfortable. If
we lose this, we do not only
losejournalism -r- we lose a“
part of democracy itself.
Yours etc.,
«Jairaj Chhetry,
Tura

Political
parties shun
succession
plans

Editor,

The editorial “Young’ at
75° (ST Sep-12,2025) raised
;avery interesting point. lde-
ally, the old order must give

By Kyntiewborlang Kharakor

Experiment and Plan
of Action

Fortunately, our Con-
versation Period is a life
saver in dealing with some
of these issues.-To break the
ice, we started with a simple
Extempore Speech Exercise
with topics that range from
,simple personal introduc-
tions, likes/dislikes, hobbies
and move on to other topics
that the students themselves
are familiar with. Each stu-
dent has to write a word-
on a chit (a roar of laughter
followed ‘cuz’they thought
that it was a ‘smelly’.word)
ofpaper - aphrase oraques-
tion related to any topic that
they have learnt from any
subjectwhich is then kept in
a ‘MUNCH’box. Similarly,
in a yellow Cherry Blos-
som Plastic Cup, we kept
chits with roll numbers. For
weeks, we gamble with luck,
as one by one they took their
turns to speak. As a form of
minor assessment, during
the Creative Week (July),
we made it mandatory for
all students (class wise)' to
eparticipate in the Extempore

. Speech Competition.

Post Half-Yearly, we ven-
tured into a new realm -
Newspaper Reading Activity.
Much to the annoyance of
Grandparents and “Daddy-
Pigs’, in the next class, stu-
dents came to school armed
with The Shillong Times,
Nongsain Hima, Mawphor,
and Sunday Pullout in.their
bags. “Sir, do you really get
diarrhea because of us?” -
asked a studentwho hadj ust
,read my article. Then,>page
wise we learn how anewspa-
per is divided into sections.
They, nowunderstand where
the Morning Assembly’s
news reports (read by the
seniors) came from.
Observation and possible
effective solutions
Many students excelled.
Some students could not
speakv.Somei even while
reading from the note that
they have themselves written
committed a lot of errors - a
question and a statement,
a comma or a full stop etc.
- does not make any differ-
ence. In the words ofmy se-
nior most colleague - “They
don’t speak/write/read the
language everyday te Sir,
how will they get the hang
of it?” It awakened my em-
pathy for the students, for it
reminded me ofrny beloved
Ms Begum’s advice and our

normal classroom banter.

during schooldays -“Mvnta
ka sngei mia song aaye lih ha
ti-phin?... “Ngasong sohlah-
khliah-pial bad doh masei
mia” (What did you bring
for tiffin? | brought mashed
potatoes and beef). Raised
on the other side oftown, we

way to the new; ageing men
must groom their second
line of successors and step
aside. Ah, the perennial suc-
cession puzzle where India’s
political dynasties and cadre
machines both struggle with,
albeitin very differentways.
Succession inthe Indian N a-
tional Congress (INC) is less
about grooming and more
about inheritance. Rahul
Gandhi, despite electoral set-
backs, remains the de facto
heir. Ifreplaced, the fallback
is often his sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. The party’s
constitution and internal
culture make it difficult to
replace the Gandbhis. Loyalty
is personal, not institutional,
and there is no formal mech-
anism to elevate non-family
leaders. Promising leaders
like Sachin Pilot or Shashi
Tharoor often face resistance
or marginalization. The ab-
sence ofameritocratic pipe-
.line weakens the second line.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) translates to Indian
People’s Party (IPP) despite
the factthat its organizational
strength has not institutiona-
lised succession and has no
clearroadmap for leadership
transition. It has an informal
“retirement at 75” rule, but
it is inconsistently applied.
The BJP’s strength lies in
its cadre-based;, structure
and Rashtriya Swavarnsevak
Sangh (RSS) pipeline. Yet,
the centralisation, around
individuals has stifled visible
grooming ofsuccessors. The
strategic implications are

speak our owwri dialect with
classmates.in school. This is
the main cause ofstage fright
or fear of speaking openly
in a group. Students feel shy
because of their inability to
express themselves in a clear
language or even in simple
sentences.

?The problem with Gen Z
and Gen Alpha generation
is that they don’t even have
a firm language foundation
- their own mother tongue.
They grew up watching
YouTube videos involving
colourful toys and candies
- Channels like Cocomelon,
Vlad and Niki, Nastya, Kids.
Diana and myriads of other
South-East (South-ish) Asian
Kids channel with their weird
English pronunciation, into-
nation and cringe content.
Our children speak' English
fluently from whatever they
can catch but only from
the surface. This adyersely
affects thenr if they learn
other new languages which
involves a lot of translation.
Once, I successfully translat-
edaHindiword into English,
but my CBSE-studeht didn't
understand it; So, | translated
it into Khasi, but the child
still doesn’t understand. This
is the reality of Gen Alpha
learners.

The inspiration for the
second activity came from a
personal experience. Militar-
ily disciplined by a veteran
media man, from books to
almirah shelves, Kongbih’s
wooden walls and even our
‘Syrwiang-Khiew Ja’ (Vehi-
cle-rings wrapped in paper
where we keep hot rice/
karhai pots in the kitchen)
were wrapped with newspa-
per as we had plenty of it. |
developed a habit of.reading
newspapers at an early age,
which was then gradually
lost with the onset of Nokia/
Siemens keypad phones &
SMS, Chinese I-pods, ob-
noxiously loud Chinese/
Bangladeshi touch screen
phones with fancy stylus,
FB, smartphones and finally
JIO Free 4G data. /

Ireclaimed this habit after
a briefepisode of enlighten-
ment. Gen Alpha.majorly
reads only for passing. Whyt
read storybooks when you
can watch them onYouTube!
Madam Editor had rightly
nailed the issue of short-
attention span amongst Gen
Z and GenAlpha. They have
a peculiar way of learning
too-; some intently watch a
Ro.blox/Minecraft Gameplay
on YouTube Shorts with Al
commentary about concepts
or stories. In this digital age,
we have too many distrac-
tions, which even adults
struggle to cope;with. Even
my old man is glued to the
screen;’several times my

INC’s dynastic inertia risks

alienating younger voters

and regional leaders and

BJP’s centralised charisma

may create a vacuum post-

Modl unless it activates its
deep bench.

Yours etc;

VKLyngdoh,

Via email

Does Donald
Trump merit
the Nobel
Peace prize?

Editor,

When we take a closer
look at today’s world lead-
ers, it’s hard to find anyone
with true diplomatic matu-
rity or-the;wisdom of real
statesmanship. Most seem
caught in a race to prove
theirpoint, no matterhow ir-
rational or morally bankrupt
they may be. Shockingly,
some are even supporting
regimes that are heartlessly
bombing civilians for years
,oh end. There’s little trace of
humanity in their decisions.
The hunger forpower seems
to have made them less com-
passionate, more arrogant
and domineering.

Take Donald Trump. His
loud call to “make America-
great again” has Only added
more confusion to an al-
ready unstable global scene.
Obsessed with his country’s
gains, he rarely looked be-

sister had to intervene as
he utters somniloquisms -
probably responses to Arnab
Goswami’s and Navika’s
arguments. o\

Do the new generation
read or watch anything
substantive? The answer is
Negative, NO CAP! Media
Literacy, can be introduced
at a very:young age and it
does not have to be strictly
professional. Newspapers:
serve as a good medium for'
students to improve their
language skills too and learn
abouta lotofthings. We have
to be several steps ahead of
the children. Of course we.
can’t force a child to read or
expect them to understand
GST Fraud or any of Bah
Ardent’s arguments,-but we
can tweak their curiosity and
play games.

| begged my mother to
give teato the newspaper boy
so that he would deliver my
doodle to Nongsain Hima’s
office, then | would anxious-
ly wait for Saturday. 'When
a classmate uttered “l saw
your drawing” on Monday,
my chestwould explode with
pride. Showing a picture of
the forever-young Informa-
tionand Public Relations De-
partmentMinister, | asked,
“Don’t you want to know
who this is? If anything hap-
pens to our school, she will
be the first one to help us!”
The very next day, they came
up with a ST DIPR news ad
“DOCTOR MAZELAMPA-
RF.EN LYNGDOIL.” Some
still looked clueless! In the
same manner, “PM Modi is
shaking hands with whom?”
“What is the full form of
KSU/USTM?” “Search the
meaning of the words- Cur-
rent/Affairs/Political in your
Oxfords and Cambridges” -
GAMEON! . ' v

Like sugar is to our body;
new-digital media content is
highly addictiveto our brains.
To wean the new generation
from elickbaits, SKIBIDI
content and long exposures
to the screen, we have to cut
this sugary dependence by
catching and guiding them
while they are young, in our
fortress. They are highly,
skilled in tech, super-duper
fast learners, sensitive, cre-
ative and DANK problem
solvers. They are vocal at
times, with no-filters. All
they need is our support and
guidance, not our “Once
upon a time, ... Oh I!... had
to walk 30 Kms to school..;
up and down up and down...
DAILY!!”

(Thettitle o fthe article are
ingredients that Professor
Utonium used to create $he
perfect little girls in an ex-
periment, butheaccidentally
added an extra ingredient to
the concoction which led to
the accidental creation o fthe
super POWERPUFF GIRLS
- BLOSSOM, BUBBLES
AND BUTTERCUP)

yond “profit.” As long as na-
tions were buying arms from
him, he didn’t mind them
tearing each other apart. He
was almost poised to break
she sovereignty of Canada.
Anyone who threatened
America’s economy became
his enemy, number one. And
yet, despite being knee-deep
in chaos and controversy, he
still dreams of winning the
Nobel Peace Prize, The irony
is hard. to. miss.

'It’s no secretthat Pakistan
has long been involved in
nurturing terrorism against
India. But General Asim
Munir, who himself was
accused of mindlessly incit-
ing extremism, was wairmly
embraced by Trump. Donald
Trump was overjoyed when
Munir endorsed him for the
Peace Prize. It’s baffling.
Honestly, | don’t think Ba-
rack Obama deserved it
either. And, if Trump ever
manages to bag the Nobel
Peace Prize, it would reek
of a backroom deal rather
than a genuine honour. Yes,
unlike fifty years ago, the
dignity and sanctity of the
Nobel Peace Prize iri cer-
tain categories have greatly
eroded.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The Shield: Fr

om Discovery,

Depletion To Recovery
ByMaitphang Syiem

Starting with an amusing
note from what actor, wrestler
John,£ena says"f “Sunscreen
you cant see' literally reminds -
us how important.it is to protect
our skin and generally speaking
sunscreen with various SPF.
categories have become inevi-
table for any outdoor activities.
However, diving deeper, the;
aforementioned catchphrase
literally reminds us of a natural
phenomena (Chapman -Cycle)
not visible to our naked eyes
which requites a deep scientific' -
thought to understand its impor-
tance. This cycle is vital ‘for the'
present and futur6é generation,
else sustaining life on this Earth
will-be difficult.

Dear readers, by this time
you must have gained some- .
thing from the cues mentioned.
Can you guess what it is? Yes,
friends it’s the ozone layer,
the Earth’s natural, sunscreen
protecting us from the harmful
UV rays ofthe Sun. September
16, is always commemorated
as the international day for the
preservation of the ozonelayer
with this year's theme “From -
Science to Global Action” to '
emphasizes on the critical role
,ofthe ozone layer ii>sustaining
life on this planet, highlighting
the commitment to eliminate
those substances which deplete.
the ozone .layer through the
Montreal Protocol which was
adopted on the September 16, ¢
1987 and enforced on January
1; 1989. As we commemorate
World Ozone Day 2025 with the
theme "From Science to Global
Action," the theme reminds
us of humanity's remarkable
environmental success stories
that span from a Swiss chemist's
curious laboratory Observation
to current ozone global moni-
toring networks.. This year's
theme exhibits the extraordinary
transformation from scientific |,
discovery to committed inter-
national cooperation that has ,
initiated the healing process of
our planet's protective shield.

The story begins inthe base-:
ment laboratory of Christian
Friedrich Schonbein at the
University of Basel in 1839.
While conducting experiments
with electrical sparks and water,
the German-Swiss chemist no-
ticed a peculiar, pungent odour
that, resembles after-lightning
strikes. SchOnbein recognized’
its significance. He named the.
.mysterious substance "ozone,"
derived from the Greek word;'
"ozein," whichmeans "to smell".
Little did he know that his base-
ment discoveiy would eventu-
ally save the world. Ozone was
a molecule composed of three
oxygen atoms rather than the
familiar two, but its planetary
importance remained hidden.
However, its atmospheric rev-
elation came in 1913 when
French physicists Charles Fabry
and Henri Buisson revolu-
tionized our understanding of
Earth's atmosphere. Through
innovation they were able to
make precise measurements
of the solar spectrum reaching
Earth's surface which led to the
discovery ofsomething remark-
able, a sharp cutoffinultrayiolet
radiation around 310 nanome-
tres. It was speculated that the
missing radiation wasn't lost in
space, itwas being absorbed by
something in the atmosphere..
When they matched the spec-
trum ofthe niissing radiation to
known chemicals,-only one; fit
perfectly which is Ozone.-This
thin shield absorbs 97-99% of
the-sun's, harmful ultraviolet-B '
radiation and protects us froril
the sterilization effect,

British meteorologist G.M.B.
Dobson revealed that ozone
distribution defied simple pho- -
tochemical predictions, leading
to the discovery of massive
atmospheric circulation patterns
that transport ozone from tropi-
cal production zones to polar
regions.

It was only in the 1970s
that F. Sherwood Rowland and
Mario Molina at the University
of California, Irvine, made a
chilling discovery of chloro-
fluorocarbons (CFCs), wonder
chemicals used in refrigeration
and aerosols since the 193Csand
found that these chemicals were
destroying the ozone. CFCs
appear to be benign in Earth's
lower atmosphere, non-toxic,
non-reactive, and seemingly
harmless. However their long
stability’ proved dangerous.
When these chemicals reach
the stratosphere after decades
of atmospheric transport, the
solar ultraviolet radiation breaks
their structure apart, releasing
chlorine atoms and through the.
photochemical reaction each
chlorine atom can catalytically
destroy up to 100,000 ozone
molecules. This threat became
visible in 1985 when British
Antarctic Survey scientists
Joe Farman and his colleagues
reported shocking measure-
ments from Antarctica. In every

spring, itwas found that an area
of severely depleted ozone was
appearing over the South Pole,
The Antarctic ozone hole grew
larger each year, creating a
stark visual reminder of human
impact on atmospheric chemical
conditions.

* Scientific investigation re-
vealed an unexpected dimen-
sion to the ozone crisis because
the CFCs weren't just ozone
destroyers, they were also ex-
traordinarily potent greenhouse
gases. Despite, their minuscule
atmospheric concentrations
of just four parts per billion,;
CFCs possess global warming
potentials (GWPs) thousands
.of times greater than carbon
dioxide. Theirunique molecular
structure allows them to absorb
infrared radiation in the "at-
mospheric, window" where-the
atmosphere is relatively trans-
parent, creating what scientists-
term a "super greenhouse effect.
CFCs contribute approximately m
16% of the warming effect of
all human produced greenhouse
gases, demonstrating how ozone
protectionand climate action are-
fundamentally linked.

m  The chemicals.threatening
our UV shield were simulta-
neously accelerating global
;warming which prompted im-
mediate action. Thisthin veil of
molecules maintains the delicate
balance that allows lifeto flour-
ish on Earth's surface. Without
it, increased UV exposure would
cause dramatic increases in
skin cancer and cataracts in
humans, while disrupting plant
photosynthesis and marine eco-
systems. This invisible' shield
doesn'tjust protectlife,it helps
regulate the entire atmospheric
system that sustains our planet's
habitability.

Today's ozone monitor-
ing represents a technological
leap from Dobson's ground-

"based spectrophotometers to
advanced satellite instruments
like NASA's Ozone Monitoring

Instrument on the Aura satellite,
ISRO’s INSAT 3DR and the
Ozone Mapping and Profiler
Suite onNOAA's polar satellites
provide unprecedented global
coverage. These advances re-
vealed unexpected discoveries,
including global-scale ozone
reductions during COVID-19
lockdowns, the lowest levels
recorded since 2005' Such find-
ings demonstrate how satellite
technology continues expanding
:our understanding of atmo-
spheric dynamics and human
environmental impacts..; , v
j From science emerged un-
precedented global action. This
landmark agreement achieved
-something extraordinary: virtu-
ally, universal participation in
addressing a global environ-
mental threat. The commit-
ted phased approach proved
remarkably effective and in
2005, consumption of ozone-
depleting chemicals had fallen
by 90-95% in participating
countries. The 2016 Kigali
Amendment extended controls
to hydrofiuorocarbons (HFCs),
powerful greenhouse gases used
as CFC replacements, project-
ing avoidance of up to 0.5°C
of global warming by 2100.
Evidence confirms the proto-
col's success. The Antarctic
ozone hole; which reached its
maximum size of 29.9 million
square kilometres in 2000, had
shrunk significantly by recent
years. Scientists projected that
the Antarctic ozone layer will
largely recover by 2040 with
global ozone returning to pre-
1980 levels.

The theme "From Science
to Global, Action" perfectly
captures achievements and
ongoing responsibilities. The
international agreement with
frameworks will support the
cause but ozone protection
will also require citizen and
individual participation with
environmental ceptric motives.
Grassroots educational initia-
tives play a crucial role in
sustaining progress. Schools,
universities, and community
organizations have a big role
to play in, educating the new
generation about atmospheric
and environmental protection
These grassroots efforts will
complement formal govemmen-
tal programs, creating a global
network ofenvironmental stew-
ardship. -

The story From Schonbein's
laboratory observations to to-
day's global monitoring net-
works, from the discovery of
the ozone hole to its gradual
healing, reminds us that envi-
ronmental protection is not just
m policy challenge it's a shared
human responsibility, requiring
both'scientific understanding
and participatory commitment
to ensure that Earth's invisible
sfield continues protecting life
for generations to come,

' (The writer is a Geo-spatial
expert and avid citizen science
practitioner)



« Success is how' high you bounce

when you hit bottom

— George S. Patton
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A shame of an EC

THE Supreme Court’s warning that it would set
aside the entire Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls"in poll-bound Bihar and also
other states speak volumes about the depths to which
the Election Commission (EC) of Indiahas sunk in
recent times. What should have been a transparent
and well-organised exercise is today steeped in a
huge row. To start with, the poll panel’s removal of
as many as 65 lakh “voters” from the state’s elec-
toral rolls is in itselfhugely scandalous. The state’s
total electorate is less than eight crore - meaning
about one-tenth of the “voters” have been removed
in what was claimed to be a cleansing operation. In
the first place,if these w.ere fake voter names, the
EC owes an explanation as to why such a huge rot
has set in directly under its watch in Bihar over the

past years.

-Clearly, the EC was blinking and looking the
other way when'such a huge fraud took place in
Bihar. Now, EC is going for a nation-wide SIR “to
setwrongs right.” Ifthis exercise is done in an effec-
tive manner, itwould open a can ofworms. Chances
are that the electoral rolls in all states were largely
tampered. Alertness was obviously not apart ot the
present EC’s very being. This raises important is-
sues. The very sanctity of the election process in a
vaunted democracy like India has been called into
guestion. Manipulations of a high order have been
taking place, mostly before each election, mainly by
well-endowed political establishments or the ones
that rule the respective states. In Bihar, known for
itsweak law and order, chances are that the electoral
rolls were manipulated by one or the other regional
party, or even the BJP, with a view to subverting
the people’s will and grabbing power through foul
means. This reaffirms the view that governance in
this country has largely gone to the dogs due to the
sway o fscheming, unscrupulous politicians —unlike
in the early years of Independence when the first

systems in place and respected them. For today’s
politicians who handle power, they have no qualms
in going to any lengths, including indulging in
corruption, so as to also remain in.power and keep

warming their seats.

> Bihar’s chiefminister Nitish Kumar, for instance,
»keeps winning elections and running governments
in iterations, through multiple terms without bring-
ing in any visible development in the backward

state.

The jaded political figure changed colours

like the. chameleon at the approach of each election
and supped with rival political formations with the
sole aim of continuing as chief minister. A point to
note about Narendra Modi’s term as prime minister
is that while his government boasts about infra de-
:velopment, he hardly bothered about systems being
-subverted by vested interests. A modern India cannot
be builtjust by an infra push or by the purchase of
a few military, jets. The uncouth who subvert the
:systems go unchallenged and unpunished. They are

having the last laugh.

aLetters to the Editor

Stop
sensationalising
murder

Editor,

Apropos of the news
“Missing 4-year-old girl’s
body found; SIT takes over
probe” (ST September 16,
2025), there are profound
ethical, emotional and legal
reasons why social media
users including content ere-:
ators should refrain from
uploading or sharing dis-
tressing material related to
the tragic death of4-year-old
Insaphira Lyngdoh Mawnai
of.Nongrah, Shillong. The
family is already grappling
with unimaginable gnef. Cir
culating images or videos of
the deceased child intensifies
their suffering and can re-
traumatize them repeatedly.
Sharing such content strips
the child and her family of
their right to privacy and
dignity in death. Nongrah
residents are shaken by the
incident. Public dissemina-
tion of graphic or sensitive
content can ripple through
the community.

The East Khasi Hills
Superintendent of Police,
Vivek Syiem has explicitly
condemned the circulation
of such material and rightly
warned of serious legal re-
percussions for those who
ignore the advisory. Sharing
sensitive content may vio-

late laws related to privacy,

%

. and nervousness.

child protection and digital
ethics. It could be treated
as obstruction of justice or
interference with an Ongoing
investigation. -

Afcirality s*hotild *never
come at the cost of human
dignity. Content,creators
have a moral obligation
to prioritize empathy over
engagement.; Algorithms,
may amplify such content,
but content creators must
resist exploiting tragedy
for clicks or monetization.
Responsible storytelling
means protecting victims not
sensationalising their suffer-
ing. The Meghalaya Police
have rightly urged everyone
to immediately remove any

related content from social.

media platforms and to re-

spect the.family’s privacy.

Upholding this request is

not just about compliance,
it's about compassion.

Yours etc;

[ ] VK Lyngdoh,

Via email

A gruesome
murder

Editor,

The news of a four-year-
old girl going missing on
Sunday was enough to cre-
ate a sense of deep unrest in
the minds ofthe people. As
a mother, when | looked at
the little girl’s face in the pic-
tures, | was filled with fear
| feared
for my own-children. Im-

As an indigenous person,
the eviction happening in
Assam raises very important
questions. It is. clear that
a particular community is
being targeted under these
evictions, with potential
corporate.interests also be-
ing, one factor. At the same
time, we cannot ignore the
context in Which these evic-
tions are taking place—-
namely, to prevent the de-
mographic marginalisation
of indigenous communities
by, non-indigenous popula-

tions, whether from across

the international border or
from the mainland. This is
particularly relevant since
examples abound ofthe dis-
crimination and disposses-
sion ofindigenous communi-
ties in the past and present.
There is some evidence that
among the languages spoken
in the Indus Valley Civilisa-
tion, Dravidian and Munda
(an Austro-asiatic language
like Khasi) are potential
candidates, although there
isa lot ofwork remaining in
order to confirm this. But in
the mainland today, Munda
and other indigenous com”
munities are being peed upon
by upper-caste individuals,
or tied to a tree and beaten
because they have adopted
Christianity. Closer to home
in Tripura, my indigenous
friends recounted stories of
the humiliation they faced
at the hands of settlers from
East Pakistan, who today
form the majority popula-
tion. So, there is no way I,
or any indigenous person,
would allow that to be re-
peated on us. At the same
time, there are minorities
within indigenous communi-
ties as well, who have noth-
ing to do with the injustices
committed elsewhere. They
are also victims, and there is
a human story that is equally
tragic, important, and worth
Jtelling.

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

elections, it is the candidate
from the national parties or
the ruling state government
which usually hold the edge.
However, this time around, it
was the newcomers VPP who
were aggressive and bullish
about their hopes. Amit had
initially wanted to cover all
three parties, but he could
cover only the campaigning
of Ampareen Lyngdoh and
Ricky Syngkon. The film
revolved around the cam-
paigning strategies ofthe two
candidates ahdthe issues that
emerged.

, Having roots in Shillong,
Amithas avery close affinity
to the city and the state. But
like many other members of
the various non-indigenous
communitiesthathad made it
theirhome, there is also a bit-
terness thathaunts these con-
nections. Indeed, Amitbegan
the film by talking about the
violence that erupted in the
late 1970s and the ones there-
after whose repercussions
are still being felt today. ;

- Since then, there has been

a steady decline in the non-
indigenous population ofthe
state, falling from almost
20% tojust over 10%. Threat
of violence, limited rights

, and restricted economic op-

portunities has been push-
ing away many' long-time
non-indigenous Residents in
search of a safer and more
secure life. This includes
many, like Amit, who have.
gone and done very well
for themselves in various
fields, but still feel deeply
connectedto the place. There

"is still hope that maybe they

can somehow rebuild those
broken bonds, but the elec-
tions showed such prospects
are still a distant dream.

As everyone would know
by now that it was the VPP
that won the election, and

m A few weeks ago, Amit it won by a very handsome

Kiahatani,’a noted documen-
tary filmmaker with roots in
Shillong, invited me for a
private screening of his film
‘Inside Out’ - on the 2024;
Parliamentary elections in
Shillong.’ The film looked at,
the political campaigning for:
the Shillong Lok Sabha seat
which saw a three-way con-'
test between the incumbent
MP from Congress, Vincent
Pala, Minister for Agricul-;
ture and Farmers’ Welfare;
of Meghalaya and NPP (Na-
tional Peoples Party) candi-
date, Ampareen Lyngdoh,
and the General Secretary
of the newly formed party
VPP (Voice of People Party),
Ricky Syngkong. This was a
very unprecedented election.
Normally, during national

mediately, the thought that
came to my mind was God
forbid nothing untoward
should happen to the little
one. The world has become
so cruel that no sane person
can think straight. Faith,

trust, empathy, compassion.

are empty words thathave no
relevance in today’s world.
Ambition, pride, greed, hun-
ger for power seem to rule
the day. But when the body
of the little girl Was found
at a construction site, aichill
went down my spine. It was
no longer a normal Monday
but a day that left the entire
town in fear, pain and anger.

What happened to the little '

girl can happen to anyone of
our own. | can’t even begin
to imagine the pain of the
motherwho carried her for9
.mOnths in her womb nor her
father who had held her in

. his hands filled with dreams
for his child. ,

Now that preliminary
investigation suggests that
Insaphira was murdered it

.becomes even more grue-
some. Only a devil incarnate
could have, done such a
thing. How did the monster
dare to put an end to the life
of a girl so young and so
innocent? Did he not have
any conscience or fear while
committing the crime? The
Police Department must
apprehend the culprit or

. culprits and the law must
take its course and stringent
punishmentmustbe awarded
to the devil incarnate. While
my heart goes out to the

margin, garnering more than -
half of the votes polled.
This election victory has
been made possible by the ¢

victirnhbod’—the beliefthat
the majority community (the

: Khasis) are being persecuted

while minority, non-indige-
nous communities are being
patronised, even though the
reality is quite the oppo-
site. This time around, VPP
emerged as the party that
embodied the most vitriolic
form of “Jaidbynriew Poli-
tics’. The speeches recorded
in the film, showing party
leaders engaging in the usual
trope ofharping on the threat
of outsiders taking away the
rights of the Khasis, served
as a good example of this.

Amit had become quite
close to both the candidates
who were campaigning, but
he must have felt some dis-
comfortwhile shooting some
ofthe political rallies of the
VPP. After all, the ‘outsiders’
who were being vilified in the
speeches were a subtle refer-
enceto people like him, even
though having; been born
and brought up in, Shillong,
he was as much an insider
as any Khasi. The NPP, for
its part, tried to distance
itself from such divisive
politics and even publicly
questioned the legitimacy
ofthe ‘JaidbynriewPolitics’
in. the way it is being used
to spread hatred against the
non-indigenous population
ofthe state. Thisis in keeping
with the image of the party,
which it tries to project in
orderto build a pan-regional
appeal, and inthe long run, a
pan-India appeal.

During campaigning in
one locality in Shillong,
Conrad Sangma, the NPP
President and Chief Minis-
ter of Meghalaya, stopped
his speech upon hearing
the azaan (call for Muslim
prayer). He is the sombre
version of Sanbor Shullai,
the maverick MLA from Lar
ban, whose non-Communal

credentials aie-weli-knowiir-

Some commentators are of
the opinion that VPP and its
‘Jaidbynriew Politics’are an

proliferation and consolida- mephemeral phenomenon and

tion ofthe “Jaidbynreiw
Politics’ofwhich VPP is the
latest manifestation. This is
a regular feature of Khasi

that the party will have to
become moderate if it ever
wants to rule the state. | am
-not very confident about this

politics. Every decade,’ a ¢ prediction. Immediately after

political party will emerge
which will denounce every-
one that came before them
and promise to fight in the
name of the jaidbynriew’,,
aterm which means ‘people
who share the same cultural
bonds’. Put very simply, it is
‘Khasi First’politics, built on
anumber of false ideas (e.g.,
rampantillegal immigration,
which isnot backed by data)
and a good.deal of ‘Khasi

parents, siblings and family

members of Insaphira,' | pray

that the little one rests well

and rests easy in the arms
of God.

| Yours etc.,

T Jenniefer Dkhar,

i Via email

A Cry for
Safety: Parents

Living in Fear .

Amid Rising
Crimes Against
Children

;. Editor,

In the past few months,
our, state, has been'shaken
by horrifying incidenfs; gold
earing snatched from aminor
in Mawlai; drugging aminor
from Mawshbuit and at-

;tempt to kidnap a child from

school, and now the most,
heartbreaking tragedy - the
killing of.an innocent four-
year-old child from Non-
grah, These are notjust news
reports; they are nightniares
that every parent now lives
with, leaving as terrified to
send our children even a few
steps outside the safety of
our homes.

As parents,.our hearts are
heavy with grief and fear.
Schools, which should be
sanctuaries of learning, have
become places of anxiety.
Playgrounds, once filled with
laughter, now feel unsafe.

winning the KHADC elec-
tion, the VPP announced that
it would stop issuing new.
trading licenses to members
of the non-indigenous com-
munity. So, moderation isnot
something | expect—at least
notuntil the party has reaped
the full electoral benefits of
jaidbynriew politics,”which
is likely to become more ap-
pealing as Hindutva attempts
to extend its tentacles into

The very freedom of child-
hood is under attack, and
we. as ordinary families,
are left feeling helpless and
clueless about how to curb
this menace. -

, Children represent inno-
cence, joy, and the future of
our community. When they
are harmed, it is not_only
the family that suffers but
society as a whole. These
recent events have shaken
our.trust; trust in the safety
of our neighbourhoods, in
institutions that should pro-
tect our children, and in the
very fabric of community
life that has always held us
together.

We cannot allow fear to
silence us. Every parent’s
voice must join in demand-
ing action, nottomorrow but
today. Some urgent steps we
believe are necessary. They
include:

Safer school environment

with stricter monitoring of .

entry and exit points, de-
ployment of security staff
arid installation of CCTV
cameras wherever possible
is imperative. Also clear
protocols for child pick-up
and drop-offto prevent any
breach.

We need regular aware-
ness programs in schools and
localities to help children
and parents identify suspi-
cious behaviour and react
quickly.

" Parents should avoid
sending children out, alone
with valuables such as gold
ornaments. Encourage col-

Meghalaya’s politics and
society. The backlash—and
the bulwark—will, unfor-
tunately, be faidbynriew
politics.” So, unless there
. is a change at the national
level, lean only see the VPP
becoming more parochial—-
and more successful.

But all of this'politicking
leaves people like Amit (with
no links' to Hindutva or the
oppression ofthe indigenous
peoples in the mainland

e and elsewhere) with a lot
of sadness and pain. While
he can articulate his heart’s
yearnings by externalizing
them as art (i.e., documen-
tary films) not everyone can
do the same, This leaves
many feeling distraught and
powerless in their position.
Brought by the British to ca-
ter to the needs ofa growing
city, Shillong, and in search
of a' livelihood, they did
what humans have dontf for
thousands of years, migrate
"in search for a better life.
It was this same need, the
search for agricultural land
thatbroughtthe Khasis 5000
years ago from South China
to present-day Meghalaya.
Because they colonised these
lands first, we.consider them
indigenous, and those:who
came much later as non-
indigenous. But one cannot

. deny that both groups have
.made this city and the state
their home. Both have a le-
gitimate claim to this place,
albeit the latter has;limited
rights than the former (e.g.,
inability to buy land outside’
the European Ward), Howev-
er, to make a living through
honest means and live a life
ofdignity isthetight ofevery
human being, whether or not
one is indigenous.

The concept of Indig-
enous people’s rights is the
product of the fight against
the discrimination and dis-
possession thatindigenous
peoples experienced at the
hands of colonialists. To
engage in the same actions
— i.e., discrimination, ha-
rassment —: is a betrayal
of the values that underpin

-those struggles. Indigenous
communities of Meghalaya
must do better in how they
treat the non-indigenous
population. Hate and fear
have a habit of consuming
those who constantly define
their lives by them. We have
to do better, and we must do
better.

By the way, Amit' will
soon be screening his film
for the general audience
in Shillong. Please go and
watch it.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

lective guardianship, where
parents and .neighbours
watch over one another’s
children as if they were
their own.

Families affected by such

crimes need counselling and
community support. Our
children must be reassured
ihrough ‘care, not silence,
so they do not grow up with
fear.as their constant com-
panion.

This is not a problem for
individual families to solve-
Itis a collective responsibil-
ity of parents, communities,
schools, leaders, and law
enforcement “agencies, |f
we do not act now, the fear
gripping parents today may
become the reality for chil-
dren tomorrow.

The tragedy in Nongrah
must not be another passing
headline. It mustbe a turning
point. Letus unite to demand
and create a society where
children can walk to school,
play with friends, and live
their lives without fear.

Our children are our

myreatest treasure. Their
safety must be our greatest
priority.

Yours etc.,

JL Nonglait,

i Viaemail
Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page, are
the views of the writers/

authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bob's

Banter *

Ma! We Didn’t
Shake Hands..!

By Robert Clements

’

: There was turmoil in the
Mohan household the other'
evening.’; Not the ordinary
turmoil of misplaced slippers
or forgotten school fees, but a
storm that could have flattened
the neighbour’s papaya tree.
For the Mohans had just dis-
covered something shocking;
their two sons had-returned
fropi playing cricket with the
neighborhood bullies.

“Playing cricket with
them?” thundered Mrs. Mo-
han, rolling pin, still in hand
from her half-made chapatis.
“How could you? Don’t you
remember they harassed your
sister last year? Don’t you
remember how they roughed
up your father outside the ra-
tion shop?”.

The elder son shuffled un-

easily, but with the bravery of .

a batsman facing a bouncer
vwithout a helmet, he pulled
out a wad of notes. “But Ma,” .
he said, proudly jingling the
coins, “they paid us good
money to play. Look, here’s
the cash!”
¢ “And Ma,” added the
younger one, puffing out his
chest with the righteousness
of a saint defending the Ten
Commandments, “we didn’t
even shake their hands after
the match!”

The transformation on Mrs.
Mohan’s face was faster than

India’s collapse in the last five m

overs of a World Cup semi-
final. A smile spread across
her lips, her anger evaporated
like ghee on a hot tawa. She
counted the money carefully,
tucked it into her little waist-
purse, and declared: “Then
it’s alright! Let them do what
they want—but don’t you '
ever shake their hands after
cricket!”

- And there, ladies and
gentlemen, is the story of
the recent Indo-Pak cricket
encounter. On the field, rivals
for ninety overs. Offthe field,
business partners counting the.
revenue from sponsors, broad-
casters, and ticket sales.

We, the fans, were Mrs.
Mohan—angry about the
fights, recalling the insults,
repeating the old wounds—but
beaming withjoy because, af-
ter all;-the money came home.
And yes, we found moral
comfort in the one fig leafleft:
We didn’t shake hands.

The Sacred
Non-Handshake

Ah, how noble! We can
cheer together, share dress-
ing rooms in the IPL, bat for
each other’s franchises, and
even exchange sly smiles at
the toss. But extend a hand?
Never! Thatwould be betrayal
of the nation, dishonour to the
flag, and perhaps, worst ofall,
a trending hashtag.

It’salmostbiblical in its pu-
rity—our new commandment:
Thou shaltnot extend thy hand
across the border, except to
collect the prize money.

Strange, isn’t it? Gandhi
shook hands with the British
even while demanding they
quit India. Mandela shook
hands'with the very men who
jailed him for 27 years. Rea-
gan and Gorbachev shook
hands while their missiles still
pointed at each other. But we?
We discovered the ultimate
diplomatic-weapon: folded
arms and sweaty palms reso-
lutely kept apart.

Of Families and _
Franchises

I sometimes wonder, do
these players get their lessons
in diplomacy from the Mo-'
hans themselves? “Yes beta,
you can borrow sugar from
the neighbour, but never wish
them good morning.” 1

Our cricketers hit sixes,
collect man-of-the-match
awards, smile for the'sponsors’
cameras, and then walk away

X

pretending their bands have
suddenly contracted arthri- .
tis. After all, handshakes are
dangerous. You might catch
merms. Or worse—peace.
Meanwhile, the same play-
ers fly back, slip into IPL
, jerseys,, and suddenly dis-
cover their fingers are working
fine-again. Then, they shake
hands, hug, arid pose for selfies
with the same “enemy” across
the boundary. Why? Because
there’s money on the table,
« and like Mrs. Mohan, we fans
nod approvingly as long as the
purse is getting fatter.
The Mother of
All Hypocrisies
And how like Mrs. Mohan
we are as a nation. We rail,
we rant, we rage against the
neighbour. “They did this,
they did that, they can never

be trusted.” But show us a
game of cricket, sprinkle some
cash, and suddenly our voices
soften: “At least they didn’t
shake hands!”

It’s the kind of moral vic-
tory we:Indians love: sym-
bolic, hollow, and completely
useless. We’ll lose wickets like
ninepins, we’ll drop catches
like, hot coal, but as long as
the handshake is avoided, we
walk away declaring ourselves
victors in spirit..m» . mmm

Mrs. Mohan would be
proud.

The Business of Rivalry .

Make'no mistake—this
isn’t about cricket, it’s about
commerce. The only match
truly being played is on the baK
ance sheets. Television rights
skyrocket, sponsors beam,
broadcasters rais£ advertising
rates, and both cricket boards
chuckle at their swelling bank
accounts.

We, the emotional spec-
tators, sit glued to the TV

: screens, thumping our chests,
forwarding memes, and de-

, bating onWhatsAppgroups.
.Meanwhile, the real game is
happening in the boardrooms.
There, hands are not only
shaken but also firmly clasped,
as deals are signed and money
exchanged.

If cricket is a religion in
India, then its god isn’t bat or
ball it's the banknote.

Imagine the UN With Our
Rules . -

Sometimes | imagine what
would happen if the United
Nations adopted our cricket-
ing philosophy. Picture this:
nations at war, leaders glaring
across tables. No treaties, no
peace accords, no diplomatic
ties—just a ceremonial dec-
laration: “We will continue to
fight, but don’t worry, Ma, we
won’t shake hands.”

Wars would drag on, bullets
‘would fly, but hands? Firmly
pocketed. And the world would'
clap at such spine-tingling
moral discipline.

The Only Score
That Matters

So, whatdid we really learn
from this match? That cricket
is no longer just a sport; it is
the theatre where our hypocri-'
sies are played out It is where
nationalism is packaged, sold,
and corisumed like popcorn.

And as long as the crowd
roars, the advertisers pay, and
the money flows, everyone
goes home happy. Everyone,

.except perhaps the game of
cricket itself.

* Maybe, next time, instead
of staring'at the scoreboard,
we should take a peek at the
balance sheets. Because in
this game, Ma, the only ones
shaking hands are the ones
whose hands are shaking as
they count the money...!

(You can requestfor Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by sending himyour
name and phone number on
bobsbanter@,gmail.com) , >



“The only sure weapon against bad
ideas is better ideas. ”

—Alfred Whitney Griswold
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Cabinet Rejig Defies Logic
THE MDA-2 Government had only one lady
minister and she was dropped thereby turning the
present cabinet into a cohort of patriarchs. Megha-
laya’s claims to matriliny as a natural empowering
agent is shattered in this reshuffle of ministers.
Ampareen Lyngdoh was perhaps the most active
minister insofar as her role as the Health Minister is
concerned. She has travelled the length and breadth
of Meghalaya to ensure thatthe poor health indi-
ces —particularly of women in their child bearing
years, improves; that maternal and infant mortal-
ity rates are reduced; that anaemia among women
is addressed through a series of interventions and
that institutional delivery through schemes such
as the Chief Minister’s Safe Motherhood Scheme
or CM-SMS were introduced to enable pregnant
women to reside closer to their hospitals awaiting
their labour date. The fact is that it takes awoman
to understand the plight of another woman and the
problems that women face in their life cycles'of
pregnancy, childbirth and child care. Also women
being the primary care-givers demands a policy that
requires deeper understanding of the gender roles
that obstruct women from accessing health care.
Also, while health afflicts both genders, it cannot be
denied that awoman’s reproductive role places her
at greater risk thanit does aman. Women’s bodies
are the location of more cancers than that of men.

It is bad enough that Meghalaya has only four
women legislators, one in the Opposition (TMC)
and three from the ruling Parly (NPP). Yet there’s
not a single woman minister to at least put up a
show of gender equity. This is unprecedented. If
a minister is removed for poor performance the
public would not miss the person but not when that
minister has discharged her duties with alacrity. The
gentleman appointed to head the Health Depart-
ment is a Class 12th passed person and would take
a long time to inform himself of the functioning
of the Department. True the Health Department
has a good set of senior officers to helm it but a

Minister still has the last word,

Tourism too will

now be handled by 80-year old Timothy D Shira
which makes people wonder if he can keep up
with the demands of the Department and whether
at this age a person can handle the challenges ofa
technology enabled world which is what Tourism
demands. In fact, Tourism is one of the revenue
generating; outlets which requires that the minister
has hands- on experience on the demands of his
job. which fluctuates and requires that he thinks on
his feet, Shira’s first challenge will be to tackle the
poser from the Tourist Taxi Drivers of Meghalaya
who are determined notto allow Assam vehicles to
enter Meghalaya. That’s atough one as Assam gears
itself to stop; Meghalaya taxis from entering the
state. Thiswill make ittough for Meghalaya passen-
gers. The Tourism Minister’s priority is to resolve
this conundrum. It’s a tough call! Conrad Sangrna
owes an explanation to the people of Meghalaya
why some ministers have been retained with their
respective portfolios and why some have lost their
jobs despite high performance indicators.

Letters to theJEditor

This Horrific
Murder
Demands Soul

Searching

F.ditor .

I write to express my
horror at the death of four
year old. Insaphira Lyn-
gdoh Mawnai, of Nongrah,
Shillong, her body discov-

.ered on Sep 15, 2025, one
day after she went missing.
My heartfelt condolences
to the parents and family
of this beautiful child. How
they are coping is beyond
me. The loss of a child is
heartbreaking enough. But
to lose a child through such
malevolence is even worse.

The perpetrator(s) are
indeed, "monsters in our
midst." Of all members of
civil society, the child is the
most precious —to be cher-
ished, honoured, and pro-
tected by everyone. The loss
of even one child through
wilful malevolence is one
loss too many. Itisasignof
the breakdown of civil soci-
ety. To blame social media,
or the Internet is to skirt the
issue. The lo_ss of this pre-
cious child should lead to
. deep soul-searching, as to
what prompts such evil in
an adult.

I can imagine the fearand
anxiety rippling through the
hearts of Shillong parents.

Given the times, who can
they trust their precious chil-
dren with?

May the prayers of the
Shillong community ease
the pain in the hearts of In-
saphira's parents and family.
May this precious child rest
in peace.

Yours etc.,
Deepa Majumdar,
Via email

Justice for
Insaphira: Say

No to Violence

Editor

I am writing with a heavy
heart and profound anguish
to express my titter shock
and condemnation over the
tragic and brutal murder of
four-year-old Insaphira Lyn-
gdoh Mawnai of Nongrah,’
Shillong. The news that this
innocent child was found
missing on the morning of
September 14,2025, and the
next day discovered deadjust
200 meters from her home,
buried, in muddy water and
covered with construction
stones in an unfinished build-
ing has shaken our commu-
nity to its core. ._

How can a society, allow
such a heinous crime to be
committed against a defence-
less child? Insaphira’s life
was snuffed out in the most
cruel and inhumane riianner,

we

brave

become a

, Nepotism—our insidious
"uncle culture”—has en-
tangled itselfwithin Megha-
laya's executive, legislative,
and recruitment channels,
promising merit but deliver-
ing patronage. Nepal's Gen
Z revolt should reflect our
hypocrisies and drive reform
through action rather than
rhetoric. The High Court's
phrase—"uncle culture"- —
resonated as a moral in-

dictment, identifying feudal'

remnants in a constitutional
state that guarantees equality
while normalising favourit-
ism in appointments.

In 2022, a division bench
ofthe Meghalaya High Court
imposed ?3 lakh costs on the
State after discovering that a'
recruitment panel had "hi-
jacked"- driver selections-—
where interview-room sub-
jectivity overshadowed merit
and constitutional sense. The
Court's directive'to report
to vigilance authorities and
retrain interviewers reads like
an unnecessary civics les-
son in a mature democracy,
yet remains essential as old
machinery persists. The po-
litical class treats censure as
weather rather than climate.

Consider the recurring
allegations about public
recruitment—followed by
denials, as in August 2024
and 2025, when the Chief
Minister declared"no nepo-

tism” in MPSC preliminary.

results, insisting that SOPs
had restored fairness. The;
reassurance is noted; anxi-
ety remains because trust is
cumulative and muddied by
even otic opaque process, y

In July 2025, a CBI Anti-
Corruption Branch complaint
accusedtwo North GaroHills
MLAs of appointing their
sons to the district selection
committee—amid rumors of
bribery, with whispers of Rs
"10 lakh for even a peon."
The complaint alleged that
public works contracts were
divided through prosy firms
linked to political families, a
conflict of interest disguised
as governance. Even pend-
ing investigation, the optics
damage when selection bod-
ies revolve around dynastic
influence.

In August 2025, the cabi-
net announced exams to
eregularise 1,500 ad-hoc posi-
tions, citing Supreme Court
restrictions and promising
transparent selection with
SOPs. This shifts from expe-
diency to rule-based recruit-
ment, where public positions
cease to be loyalty tokens.
However,* procedures with-
out; public scrutiny remain
mere bureaucratic theatres.
This issue extends'beyond
hiring. Allegations of mis-
use of tribal status in civil
service appointments, such
as the CoMSO challenge to

right under the nose of her
neighbourhood. This is not
just a personal tragedy for
her grieving family. It is a
collective failure ofour civic
responsibility, law enforce-
ment, and moral conscience.

This incident reminds us
ofthe recenthorrific case the
honeymoon couple, where
Sonam Raghuvanshi alleg-
edly killed her husband Raja
in a shocking act of betrayal
and violence. That case'too
sparked widespread protests
and demands for justice.
These two tragedies, though
different in circumstance,
share a disturbing common
thread. The alarming rise in
violent crimes and the urgent
need for stronger safeguards,
faster investigations, and
stricter accountability.

We, the people of Shillong,
must come together to de-
mand immediate, speedy
and transparent investigation
into Insaphira’s murder with
zero tolerance for delay or
negligence,

Let Insaphira’s death not
be in vain. Let it become
a turning point: a moment
when Shillongites rise as one
to say, “Enough is Enough.
Our children- deserve safety.
Our families deserve peace.
Our city deserves justice.'

Yours etc.,
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah,
Via email

to let public

- ot a

By Napoleon S Mawphniang

a selection under the Garo
ST quota, show how fragile
identity and justice become
when documentation and
community norms are-treat-
ed as afterthoughts. While
distinct from nepotism, the
socio-political implications
are similar: when the' gate-
keeping of public resources
becomes opaque, people
sense inheritance where veri-
fication is needed. Indian
judicial discourse emphasises
the need for transparent se-
lection systems that are free
from nepotism. \
Scholarship onjudicial-in-
dependence cautions that se-
crecy in appointments fosters
biases that erode the legitima-
cy of the judiciary. In 2022,
the High Court of Meghalaya
advocated for procedural
literacy; among interviewers,
a balance between tests and
interviews, and merit-based
assessment—judging a driv-
er by their driving skills, not
appearance. This principle
should be inscribed in every
recruiting office from Turato

" the Secretariat.

grammar of accountability:
digital natives intolerant of
hypocrisy, and disdainful of
inherited privileges.1
Meghalaya can learn
several lessons: first, build
transparency into recruit-
mentprocesses by publishing
anonym ized score matrices,
weightages, and interview
rubrics forevery public selec-
tion; live-stream interviews
where -feasible; and require
post-process audit reports by

to reform the structures that
entice us. The concept ofthe
"nepo baby" is notjust about
being ambeneficiary; it is a
social constructwe all support
when we normalize calling
the panel “uncle,” the tender
“set,” and the post “adjusted.”
What Nepal’s Gen Z has im-
parted to the Himalayas is not

. anger but responsibility—an

ethics of immanence, where
institutions .are only as le-
gitimate as the scrutiny-they
withstand.

Our local manifesto be-
gins with a commitment to

independent panels. Second,- transparency: publishing ev-

establish a firewall against
conflicts of interest by codi-
fying automatic recusal and
disclosure for legislators
and family linked entities
in tenders, and implement
e-procurement with public
bid ledgers and independent
randomness checks to pre-
vent tender splitting.

Third, design citizen over-
sight by forming youth over-
sight councils from universi-
ties, civil society, and pro-
fessional bodies to monitor
recruitmentand procurement,
and empower them to initiate

India's history warns* reviews when anomalies are

against; nepotism. From
the Arthashastra's cautions
against patrimonial capture
to the ConstituentAssembly's
debate between patronage
politics and equal opportuni-
ty, the fight against nepotism*
has been ongoing. Post-inde-
pendence, courts developed
anti-arbitrariness jurispru-
dence for procedural fairness,
while the reservation policy’
addressed historical exclu-
sion withoutbecoming a gift
of the powerful. However,
"uncle culture" evolved into

.networks of favour, treating.

the state as spoils.

Across the border this
September, Nepal's youth
achieved what theory could
not: they made corruption,
and nepotism costly for the
state. The ban on 26 social
media platforms was seen as
a gag on speech and a shield
for elite impunity, especially,
amid the exposure of "nepo
kids'" opulentMives. The
streets responded.; Prime
Minister Oli resigned amid
protests, the offices of politi-
cal impunity were stormed,
and the state relented.

Reports from Kathmandu
depict the movement as lead-
erlcss yetremarkably unified:
lift the ban- end "corrupt'
practices," and stop stifling
the future with dynastic en-
titlement. Analysts observe
a broader pattern among
Asianyouth—in Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, and Indonesia—
where memes become mo-

m bilisation tools and hashtags

translate into tangible power
on the streets. This isthe new

Innocence
Betrayed: The
Crime That Broke
Our Hearts

Editor

The brutal murder of little
Inshapira from Nongrah has
shaken our conscience and
left all ofus numb with grief
and rage. This is not just a
crime against one child; it is
a wound inflicted on all of
humanity.

One cannotbegin to imag-
ine the fear thatinnocentchild
endured in her lastmoments.
Childhood, which should
have been filled with play
and laughter, was instead
smothered in terror. The
thought 6f her cries—too
soft for the world to hear®—
brings unbearable pain to
every parent’s heart. For her
parents, the agony is lifelong
and irreparable. A mother
who carried her for nine
months, a father who held
dreams for her future, are
now leftwith only memories
and an unending void..

This is an act of savagery
that no civilized society can
condone. The culprit, once
found, must face the. most
rigorous punishment the
law can provide—swift and
uncompromising. Anything
less would be an insult to the
memory of the child arid a

detected. Fourth, protect free
speech and invite scrutiny:
unlike Nepal's ill-fated social

= media ban, develop a policy

framework that treats digital
criticism as a form of free
;audit; the safest state is the
one most closely watched.'
Fifth, enforce legal rather
than moral accountability:
implement High Court guid-
ance with statutory penalties
for process violations; auto-
matically extend vigilance
referrals when panels deviate
from notified norms without
written justification.
Autonomous District
Councils are intended to
serve as constitutional safe-
guards for identity and self-
governance ofthe tribal peo-
ple.; However, allegations of
opacity, fund misuse, and
nepotism have undermined
their credibility in Meghala-
ya. Decentralisation without
transparency merely increas-
es opportunities for exploita-
tion; democratic federalism”
relies on integrity at every
level, from the council desk
to the assembly dais. The
solution requires decisive

erything, including selection
criteria, weightages, panel
compositions, conflict dec-
larations, and post-process
analytics. Sunlight is non-
negotiable. Second,.estab-
lish a Youth Audit Corps by
institutionalising and rotat-
ing student and early calreer
professional observers for
MPSC, DSCs, and major
tenders, empowering them
toVfile minority reports; that
trigger automatic reviews.
Third, ensure tender integrity
by implementing a code that
prohibits relatives within the
first or second degree ofcon-
sanguinity from sitting on or
advising any body adjudicat-
ing tenders or selections that
could benefit them. Fourth,
.whistle-blower insurance
should be introduced, offer-
ing protection and reward
schemes for insider reports
that lead to convictions or
corrective actio'ns in recruit-
ment and procurement. Fifth,
ensure a digital window,
never awall: enshrine a statu-
tory bar against platform bans
as a response to reputational-
crises;, regulate for compli-
ance, not silence.

Meghalaya’s political
class may deny, as it often
does-, that nepotism pervades
the state’s arteries; denials
are easy because capture
rarely leaves fingerprints,
only patterns.; Courts have
already written the prologue
to reform; reporters and citi-
zens have sketched the plot;
the youth must furnish the
dim ax—peacefully, relent-
lessly, and with the discipline
ofarepublic that refuses to be
inherited.

If the future is to belong
to merit rather than lineage,
to transparency rather than

action: enforcing proactive -Whispers, then Meghalaya

disclosure under right-to-
.information standards, im-
plementing external audits,
and maintaining conllict-of-
interest registers accessible
to the public without the need
for an application.

“Distrust all in whom the
impulse to punish is pow-
erful”, Nietzsche warned.
Perhaps our indignation turns
into mere performance be-

: cause .-we lack the courage

betrayal ofjustice itself.

But beydnd.justice, this
tragedy is a reminder of our
collective, responsibility.
If a child is not safe in her
Own neighbourhood, where
then is she safe? Parents
now. live in fear, schools and
streets feel unsafe, and the
very freedom of childhood
is under siege.

We must act. Stronger
;safeguards in schools and

localities, community vigi-'

lance, and collective guard-
ianship of our children are
urgent necessities. We can-
not let fear rule our homes
or silence our voices.
; The tragedy of Nongrah
must not fade into another
passing headline. It must
be a turning point. For our
children are notjust our joy;'
they are our future. Their
safety must be our.greatest
priority.

Yours etc.,

Jairaj Chhetry,
Via email

Has Society
Failed Its
Children

Editor,-

With respect to the recent
news ofthe brutal murder of
a young girl, as a concerned
teenager who has clearly
seen the dangers that pose a
threat to our very existence,

must become a laboratory of
procedural courage—where
the state is judged as Nietz-
schejudged men, by whether
it can bear the truth of being
seen or not. Let the system
feel the glare; let the “uncle
culture” feel the cold; let
public office become what it
was promised to be—a trust,
not a dowry.

(The writer is Advocate,
Trade Unionist & Ethicist)

I hope that what I'm about
to speak reaches many and
1 believe that "The Shillong
Times" provides that plat-
form.

With the unsettling news
of how within a short span
oftime so many terrifying
incidents have happened in
Meghalaya .where we see
that no safety is guaranteed
to children in schools, public
places and even in aplace we
so thought to be the safest,
our home, where children
playing in the front yard has
now become unsafe, we be-
gin to question the standards
ofhuman decency that we as
a society are upholding.

It all traces back to the
inefficient practice of the
law and as a society we
have to admit that we have
failed miserably. Drugs are
smuggled under the eyes of
the officials yetthe ones who
gain feel no pain but the si-
lentroar ofthe innocentsjust
fades into oblivion.

Yours etc.,

Davini Shwa Malngiang,

(Student of Aakash
, Coaching institute)
. Assam

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The ShillongTimes

Before and After Al:
Are we losing the Art
of Thinking?

By Argh Jain

, Open Al has released its
GPT 5.0, Perplexity Al has
put the offer to buy Google
Chrome, Google Gemini can
also now do better tasks with
the latestupgrade in its mod-
el, Anthropic has launched a
Claude Al agentthat lives in
Chrome, Al is now every-
where with' capabilities to
do tasks'better than any un-

dergraduate engineering col-'

lege student. These are what
called “agentic Al”- basically
computer prbgraihs thatdon't
just wait for instructions but
act also, handling things
own their own without any
supervision.

Alis advancing so rapidly
that big companies have now
started Substituting human
roles with agentic Al. For
example, customer service
jobs are being replaced by
intelligent chatbots that not
Only answer queries but also
resolve complaints end-to-
end. In Finance, Al tools can
now analyse data, generate
reports and even make trad-
ing decisions faster than hu-

man employees. Marketing.

teams are using Al agents
to run campaigns, monitor
trends and adapt strategies

in real time. This change'

signals both opportunity and
threat, while efficiency and
cost-cutting improve, human
workers facethe challenge of
redefining their value.

While businesses use Alto
replace manpower, students
are turning to the same tech-

alarming rate. Social media
already drains attention, and
now Al hasjoined as another
distraction.

These concerns naturally
-lead us to ask'Some critical
questions: were the students
before the Al era the 'real
engineeringrstudents’-those
who spent hours solving
problems, finding resources
on google links or digging
into library books to find
suitable resources? At what
deep level Al istruly impact-
ing us? What will be the
future of technology if to-
day’s students rely on Al for
almost, every task? Should:
we put limits oh itsusage or
is. this technology evolving
our brain in a nenv way?

To truly understand how
Al has reshaped our learn-
ing, let’s step back less than
a decade. Let’s consider a
studentwho enrolled in a B-
Tech college back in 2016,
vyhenthe teaching and learn-:
ing process was almost the'
same as in the early 2000s.
He attended lectures, ,made
notes in physical notebooks
and learned from professors
teaching on white boards
rather than relying on Pow-
erPointslides. As abeginner
in coding, he might have,
understood only 50-60% of
the lecture, which meant he
had to revise, practice and'
struggle with the concepts
on his own. Withno Al tools
to assist him, he turned to
books; spent hours on find-

“To truly understand how Al has reshaped our
learning, lets step back less than a decade.
Let’s consider a studentwho enrolled in a

B-Tech college back in 2016, when the teaching
and learningprocess was almost the same as
in the early 2000s. He attended lectures, made
notes inphysical notebooks and learnedfrom
professors teaching on white boards rather
than relying on PowerPoint slides.

nology to handle academic
tasks. A Bright CHAMPS
survey (July 2025) found
that approx. 63% of Indian
students use Al regularly,
primarily for academic tasks
like homework and learning

ing relevant resources and
ebuilt the understanding step
by step. Each effort strength-
ened his .concept, pushed
him beyond the comfort
zone and trained his brain
to think critically and logi-

support. While about 78% of; cally.

Gen Z regularly use tools like
ChatGPT for assignments
and content Creation. At IIT
Delhi, a survey Showed 80%
of students use generative
Al tools- these are programs
that can generate text, code
or image for users, approx.
81% among them using these
tools several times a week
and about 10% subscribing
to paid versions. This shows
how- deeply Al is already
embedded in student life.

Behind these'surveys lies
a simple truth-Al has made
studying easier and more ac-
cessible than ever before, it
helps students quickly access
the resources and provides
new ways oflearning. Earlier
concepts which used to be
difficult to understand can
be made simpler With the
assistance of Al, for many
users, itis like a virtual tutor
which can help them any-
time, anywhere.

While Al may act like a
helpful tutor, it can als9 qui-
etly weaken the very skills
education is meant to build,
while these advantages are
real, the growing dependence
comes with hidden costs.
The trend which is getting
set among students would
be scary in future as the tech
is reducing the potential

of critical thinking, logical:

reasoning and mathematics
skills. The brain needs chal-
lenges the way muscles need
weights, if Al keeps, doing
everything, then our mental
fitness will fade away. It is
now setting in the brains of
students-why struggle when
ChatGPT can do it in sec-
onds: Relying too much on
Al is like hypnotising your
brain to follow as Al is say-
ing; Assignments, are no lon-
ger about leamihg-they’ve
become just deadlines to
meet. Students are nottrying
their best, not putting their
100% efforts in studies. With
the surge in Al, attention
and concentration span of
students is decreasing at an

This comparison natu-
rally leads us to a deeper
reflection: what truly sets
apart a student before the
AT era from one living in
it today? How did earlier
students manage to come up
with new ideas, solve prob-
lems, handle multiple tasks
and even complete boring
assignments on their own.

Was atool like Chat GPT
necessary back then or have
we made ourselves more
dependable on others? Why
do we feel Such a strong need
for Al now-couldn'tthe same
tasks be done without it?
Have we trained our mind

; to avoid thinking beyond our
limits? Why is there such a
hurry to finish work without
effort, instead of treating
academics as a process of
true learning?

To avoid a future where
humans would need assis-
tance from Al tools in doing
daily tasks, we must set the
boundaries to limit the use
of it. Especially in schools
and colleges, the use of Al
should be limited so that
students continue, to build
critical thinking, problem-
solving, and independent
learning, skills. Education
has always been about the
joumey-struggling with con-
cepts, asking questions and
slowly arriving at answers.
If we skip this process and
let Al do everything, we.
risk losing the very abilities
that education is meant to
develop. Imagine relying
on a calculator Somuch that
we forget basic arithmetic;
the same danger exists with
Al for higher reasoning. If.
we hand over our thinking
to machines entirely, one
day we may realize that we
have forgotten how to think
for ourselves.

Al should remain our
assistant, not become our
replacement.

(The writer is a First
Year B Tech Student Plak-
sha University, Mohali)
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Signals from Saudi
A defence and security pact signed by Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan this week cannot be taken lightly; The
agreement stresses that any aggression by any na-
tion against either Pakistan or Saudi Arabia “shall
be considered an aggression against both.” An attack
on one meant an “attack on both.” The pact however
stops short of saying how their responses would be
in the event ofawar - leaving the question of “par-
ticipation” ambiguous. This gives both the countries
scope for studied responses to emerging situations.
Ground realities are suchthat a war is more likely*
between Indiaand Pakistan in future, while the scope
for aggressions is for real between Saudi Arabia and
the nations in*Jts neighbourhood. Such possibilities
include situations vis-a-vis nuclear-armed Israel as
also pro-Shia nations like Iran. Another irritation for
Saudi Arabia is"Yemen’s Houthi rebels it foughtfor
decades. o
It would be tempting to relate the present Saudi-
Pakistan pact to Operation Sindoor, and the Israeli
attack against the Hamas rebels in Doha, Qatar with
tacit backing from President Trump. The Doha ag-
gression has shocked the Gulfnations that depend on
the US for their security. For their.suryival, a gang-
up of the Islamic entities in the geopolitical region
might be .attempted at. Notably, Pakistan and Saudi
.Arabia already had a loose security pact for decades,
but the present agreement goes one big step further.
Likely, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan are visualising
a NATO-style defence pact signifying collective
response to any aggression in future. Chances are
also that this formalizes a “secret deal” between
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan over the latter’s nuclear
programme —which is suspected to be funded by
Riyadh with Israel in mind. Saudi Arabia’s assertion
in the context ofthe agreement that its relations with
: India remain “robust” must be taken with a pinch
of salt.
Yet, ground realities are such that Saudis cannot

afford to antagonize, India in view of the strong
__trade and business relations they maintain bilater-

higher than the trade ties Saudi has with Pakistan.

*India’s high standing on the world stage and its
power to influence global power blocks cannot be
taken lightly by Saudi Arabia. Significantly, the.

(new Saudi-Pakistan defence pact has been signed
at a time India has developed issues with the US
and we have alternatively sought to build bridges
with China. The resultant confusion that currently
prevails in New Delhi’s diplomatic about-turns need
to be cleared. The Delhi-Moscow defence pact in the
1970s, when the USSR and India were close allies,
is an old story. This had helped India, under Indira
Gandhi, to effectively weather odds and neutralise
security threats from even the US. Standing alone is
no more an option for India. The threat from China is
for real. Bangladesh, another neighbour that shares
the long eastern border, is charting a different course.
So is Nepal which is being wooed by Beijing.

I Letters to the Editor

goyernance not only under-
mines the state’s matrilineal
legacy but also perpetu-
ates the marginalisation of
women. Henceforth, the
exclusion of women from
Meghalaya’scabinet reshuf-

Women’s
exclusion from
Meghalaya’s

Cabinet

Editor, -

mMeghalaya’s governance
has long been criticized for
its lack of women represen-
tation. The recent cabinet
reshuffle, which appointed
eight ‘male’” ministers, has
reignited this debate; This
exclusion raises questions
aboutthe system’s irnpartial-
ity and the growing influ-
ence of patriarchal norms.
Meghalaya is known for its
matrilineal society, where
women have historically
held significant social and
cultural power. However,
their absence in the cabinet
suggests a shift towards
patriarchal dominance, un-
dermining the state’s unique
cultural context. *'.. '

The exclusion ofwomen
from leadership positions
has far-reaching implica-
tions, including the lack of
diverse perspectives and ex-
periences in policy-making.
Women’s participation in
decision-making is.crucial
for addressing the unique
challenges face by women
and other marginalised com-

munities. \%

The perpetuation o fpatri-
archal norms in Meghalaya’s

fle is a stark reminder of the
mpersistent geftder disparities
thatpervade our society. As a
state renowned.for its matri-
lineal heritage, it is ironic
that women continue to be
marginalised from leader-
ship positions. To truly up-
hold the principes ofequality
and justice, it is imperative
mthat women receive the sup-
port and recognition they
deserve. ,

We must work towards
creating a more inclusive
arid equitable society where
women are empowered to
take on leadership roles

and contribute their unique .

perspective and experience.
Only then,can we hope to
build a brighter future for
all, where every individual
has an equal opportunity to
thrive and succeed.

Yours etc.,
Lakhamti Mary Kharmujai,

Via email

Tourism Needs
Peace, Not
Protests

Editor, .m'mmm-
Recently, the All Khasi
Meghalaya Tourist Taxi As-

Hills:

The hullabaloo; frustra-
tion; anger; desperation at
Jorabat on Thursday morning
was palpable. Visitors and
citizens from Meghalaya
who were bound for Guwa-
hati airport or the railway
station were left exasper-
ated as they could not cross
the Assam-Meghalaya bor-
der. Some bold ones got
off the Meghalaya vehicles
and took the Assam Uber
to reach their destinations.
But that’s hardly a solution.
So what’s all this nonsense
about? Are Assam and Me-
ghalayatwo countries atwar
with each other? Many who
had morning flights missed
their flights” Only those with
medical certificates showing
they were going for treatment
to Guwahati could cross the
border. Interestingly, even
the former Education Min-
ister, Rakkam Sangma who
was travelling to Garo Hills
was stopped and
told to go back
to Meghalaya or
use Assam Po-
lice Vehicles for
escort. And why
did-all this hap-
pen? Because the
All Khasi’Me-
ghalaya Tourist
Taxi Association
(AKMTTA) with
its shortsighted,
half-baked idea
decided to im-
pose its diktat on
the Assam vehi-
cles and not al-
low them to enter
Meghalaya. The
Assam Tourist
Taxi Association expectedly
made it difficult for passen-

gers frorp Meghalaya to :

reach different destinations
in Guwahati. , < *
While it is agreed that the
tourist taxis of Meghalaya
have a right to earn by fer-
rying tourists to different
destinations within the state
and that*is an employment
opportunity for many young
people, this could have been
done through a series of
discussions and reaching at
mutually agreed terms. For

AW hile'nnw thenurl.s)..taxi*-

from Meghalaya have been
told to park several metres
outside the Guwabhati airport
because the Assam tourist
taxi drivers don’t want any-
one else to ferry passengers
to different states and des-

tinations. Considering, that ¢

Assam touristtaxis ferry pas-
sengers to Meghalaya, that
embargo on Meghalaya taxis
is unwarranted and | always-
feltitwas very parochial and
inequitable. The Meghalaya
Government should have
taken up the matter with the
Airports Authority of India
which is the deciding faptor
on which vehicles should
park where.

The glaring fact before
us Meghalayans is that we
cannot bypass Assam.. All
our essential commodities
come via Assam by trucks.
If tomorrow Assam outofa
caprice decides to stop trucks
from coming to Meghalaya

sociation (AKMTTA) pro-
tested against taxis from As-
sam taking tourists to places
in Meghalaya. This situation
brings up some important is-
sues about how states relate
to each other, people’srights
to earn a living, and what
the Constitution of India
stands for.

Under the Indian Con-
stitution, Article 19(1)(g)
guarantees every citizen the,
fundamental right to pursue
any profession, occupation,
trade, or business. Further,
Article 301 enshrines the
principle of free trade and
cornmerce throughout the
territory of India. Any at-
tempt to restrict entry of
vehicles or service providers
from another state, without
legal backing or legitimate
regulatory purpose, con-
travene these constitutional
guarantees.

It is true that local taxi
drivers in Meghalaya are
worried,about their jobs
and fair coiripetition. These
concerns are real and should
be taken seriously. Butusing
regional sentiment to block
others from working is not
acceptable.

If taxis from Assam are
operating without permits
or breaking local rules, then
the answer is to enforce
those laws properly, not to
ban all Vehicles from outside
the state through protests or
force.

Railways into the Khasli
End the Fear Psychosis

By Patricia Mukhim

justasthe Assam Tourist Taxi
drivers prevented Meghalaya
taxis from entering Guwahati
.on Thursday'then what hap-
pens? This could have been
. prevented if Meghalaya had
its railhead and goods and
passengers both could come
rightup to Bymihat and; even
beyond. I have been ontrains
in Switzerland that could
travel up a steep mountain
from Montreux to Caux. That
was many years ago. Tam
sure that technology is now
available in India too.

But the very talk of rail-
ways sends the pressure
groups into a tailspin. Gov-
ernment after government
has capitulated before these
pressure groups who actu-

mally use FEAR as a weapon
to make all of us citizens
to shut up and recede to a

a la Tripura without read-1
ing history to understand
why Tripura is what it is
today. There are instruments
in place to control ;illegal
migrants. Those illegal mi-
grants"would not be in Me-
ghalaya ifthere werenojobs
for them. The fact that there
are avenues for employment
means that our own people
are unwilling to do hard la-
bour and to work more hours
which 4s what the private
sector demands everywhere.
So, the locals wantto control
thejob market, but, in a very
competitive scenario would a
contractor employ someone
with lesser output per day or
give work to someone who
is a thorough professional
and get the best work out
of him for the money paid.,
It’s time that Meghala)#ns

.comer; The pressure groups -i get out of the protective co-

have not consulted us, the
general public o fMeghalaya
-numbering over 30 lakh on
whether we want a railhead
to come to the Khasi-Jaintia
Hills. We have elected MLAs
to represent us. But do they
really speak on. behalf of
the people or do they be-

come stooges of either the <>-

government or the pressure
groups?

Fear has been so gain-
fully weaponised by these

pressure groups that we in
NWlic» .K.liasir.lainliad.[.lillv«Hrt?

the only idiots that resist the
railway line from coming
here to ease our travel and to
make our goods cheaper than
if they came by trucks. The

train has come to Mizoram-
which is a difficult terrain'

but look at us! This tells us
that Mizoram has a strong
mpolitical will; that the Mi-
zos know what will benefit
them and that connectivity
is integral to development..
In Meghalaya on the other
handpolitical will has always
been subverted by the need to
remain- in power at all costs.’
Politicians think that any
move to bring in railways
would lead to violence that
might spiral out of control:
But is the role of the state
riotto keep all such anti-state
activities under a leash?

For too long Megha-
layans have lived in fear of
the outsider; fear of being
submerged by the other’s

The ggvemments of Me-
ghalaya and Assam, along
with their transport and tour-
ism departments, should
come together to solve this
issue peacefully. Tourism
grows when travel is hassle-

coon where they have been
sheltered from all hardships.

fear do devastating things to
us physiologically. We have
all realised what fear does
to us. It paralyses us and
we stop breathing normally.’
Our breath becomes shallow
and restricted and our brains
register this as oxygen de-
privation and respond with
the fight or flight instinct.
Most of us tend to take the
flight mode which is to react
to the. fear by getting into a:
shell. Sincere don’t want
to come out of the shell we
can’t face challenges. This in
turn weakens our endeavour
and makes us take the easy
way out which is to want
something without working
for it. And if we don’t get
that something we blame
someone else who is ready i
to work hard to earn good
money.
| watch ouryoung people
ein the labour market. Many
of them spend quality time
with their mobile
phones. If there
is a supervisor
then they work;
once he turns his
back they are up
to mischiefagain.
Why.would any-
one employ such.
a person who
does not bring
value formoney? ;
It’stime someone
drills these facts
into our youth.
It’s also high time;
that the Khasi-
Jaintia people:
start speaking.for
themselves in-
stead of expect-
ing'the-pressure groups to.
fight their battles for them.
Remember, no one fights for

In fact, it is this protective * us.without a cost. There is-a

mantle which when snatched
away by adversity makes our
young people feel they have
been thrown into a cruel

ficost; The" cost is that we are
told railways are bad and
should not come here and we
bow our heads in deference

world arid then take to drugs <=to them. As a result we pay

to deal with their fears.

Fear has been-success-*
fully used by politicians and
pressure groups in equal
measure. True that fear is,a.
primordial emotion we are
born with. But life is about

fore they turn into phobias
and degenerate into paranoia.
Fear clouds our ability to face
life. Many of us fear to dis-
agree with pressure groups.
licnct pressure groups create
conspiracy theories that our
jobs will be taken away ifthe
railways come when instead
they should be encouraging
our youth to equip them-

selves with the necessary ¢

skills so that they are the best
in the trade and no one can

.. Steal theirjobs. -«

Sadly, fear has been used
for decades as a tool of con-
trol; control of the mind,
control of our thoughts and
our reactions. As a tool-for
control, fear can be used to
manipulate, to. coerce, to
bend people’s will. People
and governments have been
weaponizing fear for centu-
ries, because they understand
something most of us don't
- that sustained levels of

compassion, many of us
rushed to upload the victim’s
.photograph even though she
was already deceased. How
easily we forget the unbear-
able trauma this'inflicts on
the grieving family. | think

free and peaceful. Protests this is ourmisplaced instinct,
that block movement or similarto people who rushto
create tension between states  take pictures with a inobile
end up hurting the tourism * phone when they see some-
mindustry itself. Instead of one being swept away by
disruption, we need discus- floodwaters, instead of try-
sion guided by the values ingto save the person.
of the Constitution and the' Given the rapid rise of
common goal ofgrowth that  horrifying incidents like bru-
benefits everyone. tal. sexual attacks, kidnap-
Yours etc., » ping, and drugging, 1totally
Dr Omarlin Kyndiah, agree with Jenniefer Dkhar

Viaemail who says in her letter “A

How to fix a  $75055) at the world nas
society when il S
humanity is ol o e
IOSt have no relevance intoday’s

world. Still more shocking
incidents here:

This July in Kheda,
Gujarat, a seven-year-old
girl who- should have been
cradled in the loving arms
of her parents was thrown
into the Narmada canal by
her father..Why? Because he
longed for a son. Just imag-

Editor,

A shocking incident in
Shillong, where a four-year-
old girl was found dead, has
once again forced society
to ask a slew of uncomfort--

" 'able questions. What sort of
world have we built where
the first instinct of many is
not to grieve but to sensa-
tionalize it recklessly, as a such a man. A few. days ago
noted writer —VK Lyngdoh ? j, i arnataka, a woman and
rightly pointed out in his  per|oyerinhumanly tortured
letter, “ Stop sensationalising 5 five-year-old girl for two
murder.” Instead of offer-  gays “Woman booked for
ing prayers and expressing , yij|jing 5-year-old daughter”

more per kilogram of rice
jthan we would iftrains were
'our mode of transport-
The advantages of rail-
tways.coming'to the Khasi-
Jaintia Hills is that we would
not have to depend on Assam
essential goods.-They,-
would come straight into
our state and at a cost that’s
much lesser than road trans-
portation. N :
It’salso ashame that while
other states that were created
after us have functioning air-
ports, Meghalayans still have
to rely on Guwahati airport
for their onward journeys.
Why does it take so long to
create any infrastructure in
Meghalaya? Why the time
and cost overruns? And why
are we the public not ques-
tioning all this? Our silence
emboldens those who play
games to delay all projects
because they look for profits
,over public interest. Having
seen Gen Z protesting and
bringing down a govern-
ment in Nepal one wonders
when our youth are going to
have the courage to:call out
corruption and nepotism in
what is rightfully named as
the land of clouds. .

(ST, Sept 14,2025). They
tied her hands and continued
pouring boiling water over,
her body, and then threw her
alive into a river. My ques-
tion is: where are we truly
heading as a society?

We boast of being mod-
ern, yet we are no better than
savages. We must ask our-
selves what kind of society
we are now building when
children are unsafe not just
in the streets or schools but
in their own homes. More
precisely, when the sanctity
of motherhood and father-
hood is defiled by brutal
hatred, carnal obsession, and
delusion.

Paul Lyngdoh, former
Arts and Culture Minister,
has remarked, “There are
monsters in our midst.” Ile
is absolutely right. Given
the situation, | would go
further and say that there
are monsters growing inside
our minds. They literally
feed on our loss of yalues.
Despite having all modem
resources and education,
we have completely failed
to understand why love, em-
pathy, and compassion in us

mare being replaced by greed,
*unhinged lust, and delusion.

ine the thought process off With every passing day, we

watch society sink deeper
and deeper into the mire of «
depravity. LWL
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong,

Shillong’s Judgemental
Citizens: 99 Right Actions but 1

Wrongdoing an

d You’re Fried

By MS Nengnong

Not everyone will acknowl-
edge this article and it may also
not align with every reader's «
perspective, but it aims to
provide an honest look at the
realities of the situation. If it

‘causes:offense,' |; must stress .

that it is not intended-to be
inflammatory or hurtful. *

i Different strokes for. dif-
ferent. folks. People will al-
ways have different views
&nd opinions. Some will fall
into the category of, “You
can silence 50 Scholars with
1 fact,” while some will ffill
into, “You can't silence 1 fool .
with 50 facts.” That iswhat our -
city has become, it seems; The
former will never take hasty
actions, while the latter are
quick to bark without waiting
for facts.

The same people, who
Would praise, the police de-
partment for, doing their job,
catching criminals, cracking
the nation’s sensational case,
are the same people who give...
a dog a bad name to them.

From: “Greatjob @ megha-.
layapolice more power to you
«all”, “Meghalaya police - the .
true heroes”, “We the people of
Meghalaya are really proud o f
our police department.”

Toj “We don’t need the
Meghalaya police," “They

frustration, but at times they
are left with no choice but to =
follow the protocol thaf’s be-
ing assigned to them. Hence,
this iriakes'them an enemy to
the ordinary person. They are
trained to not let emotions get
in the way ofwork and remain
impartial, but that doesn’t
make them less ofa human, or -
that they don’t care about the
community; just because they
don’t show it doesn’t mean it
isn’t there. o

Not everyone has it easy,
our jobs differ one>from the*
other. We all-have bur own
hardships in our workplace.
We all work in different fields,
we are not aware ofthe hard-
ships faced by an officer, a
lawyer, a teacher, a business
owner, a sales person, 'acontent
writer, a construction worker,
a cleaner, and vice versa...
exceptourown, hence, making
it easiertojudge othersjust by
the outward job description.

An Officer, faces high
stress, long hours, decision
making process, and account-
ability.

A Lawyer, faces long hours >
of study..and court appear- .
ances, high stakes in cases;
and dealing with complex
legal issues.

ATeacher, managing class-

are faking news because,they mroom dynamics, meeting di-

couldn't catch the culprit,”
“The Meghalaya police are
well stuffed with cash." This
disparity highlights a deeper
issue, that people would ignore
the 99 right actions by themV
but imprint “THAT”;1wrong,
.doing.

i © When the police follow
law and order, they're often
ocriticized for being too strict.
*Yet, when they don’t take
action, they're criticized for

being ineffective. It'sano-win * :

situation. Do they know that;
,mandatory’'steps are to be taken .
indoingtheirjob? Youwantto "
be protected by the law, doing
things according to the law,
and when the police do it; you
are all criticizing them and in-
stead, want to take things into

your own hands. When they *

don’t take things into account,
myou're criticizing them for be-
ing useless arid when they do,
-they’re still being-criticized.,

". Arecentincidentinvolving
physical assault of drug ad-'
diets illustrates this. You were
told to refrain from such acts
because you would then be
the one breaking the law. Yet,
some say the police are biased
towards addicts, When, in real-
ity, they're".trying to maintain
law and order. People with
such a mindset don’t know
what it's like to be in their
shoes and do their work. You
think it is a piece of cake? If
so, what is stopping you from
joining the police department?
Instead o fbarking and criticiz-
ing, you could be the heroes
thatyou all try to act, and fight'
all crimes within a day.

I'm not trying to be biased
here, but these are facts. Have
you ever wondered that .they
too have rules and regulations
to abide by? They can’tjust do
whateverthey want whenever
they:want? 1’m sure they hear
the public’s cries, anger and

Shillong’s
Bookaroo
Festival

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
wish to express my heartfelt
appreciatiori for the upcom-
ing Bookaroo Festival in
Shillong. At a time when
most Of our children are
glued to mobile phones,
television, arid other screens,
this festival comes as a bless-

ing

Sl \

Books have always been
more than just pages of
printed words. They are
friends, teachers, and guides
that shape yourig minds
with imagination, empathy,
and values. Sadly, we are
witnessing a sharp decline
in reading habits among to-
day’s generation. This is why
Bookaroo’s mission—to in-
spire children to rediscover
the joy of reading—is so
important and timely.

The beauty of this festi-
val lies in its human touch.
Children will have the rare
opportunity to meet authors
and storytellers face-to-face,
to hear stories come alive,
and to carry back memories
that Will encourage them to
pick up books again. Even if
a-few children are inspired
to read, the impact on our
society will be lasting. A

: verse student needs, grading,

and dealing with curriculum
changes and.parental expecta-
tions.

A Business owner, faces'
early morning shifts,,physi-
cal labour, meeting customer
demands, and maintaining
quality.

A Salesperson, meeting
sales target, dealing with rejec-
tion; building and maintaining
customer relationship. m', e
A Content writer, meeting
deadlines, researching topics, .
creating engaging content, and
adapting different styles.

mA Construction worker;
faces physical labour, working
min challenging weather condi-
tions, safety, risk, andmeeting
project deadlines, mm m . °’

A Cleaner, faces physical
labour, working in various
environments, dealing with
dirt and hazardous materials,
and maintaining cleanliness
standards. :; ;

Each profession comes with
its unique set of challenges,
whether physical, emotional,
or mental and also with its -
own set ofrules and protocols
to follow.

As we navigate the com-
plexities of law enforcement,
let us strive for empathy and m
understanding. Instead ofcon-
sistently nitpicking the police
department, perhaps we should
try to understand the chal-
lenges they too face and try
to appreciate their, efforts and
recognize that their job isn’t,
always rainbows and roses.
Instead of throwing stones at m
them we can instead; work to-
gether and build trust to create
a safer community. Ratherthan

' focusing on one wrongdoing,
let’s recognize the 99 right ac-
tions. Together, we can foster'
a more supportive environ-

' ment for those who serve to

protectus. e

child who reads becomes
a thoughtful, creative, .and
compassionate citizen to-
morrow.

I humbly request all
schools .in and around
Shillong to: encourage their
students to participate in this
meaningful programme. A
simple visit could open the "
doors of imagination for
many young learners and
remind them that books are

1not a burden but ajoy.

I also sincerely wish that
students in othertowns ofour,
state get the same opportu-
nity shortly' with the timing
planned so as notto coincide
with examination periods.
Such programmes should
not only reach Shillong but
also smaller towns’and rural
areas, for they not only nur-
,ture the habit ofreading but ,
also bring children closer to
culture, creativity, and the

.power ofideas.

Letusjoin hands to make
reading fashionable again,
and in doing so, give our
children the gift ofabrighter
and more imaginative fu-
ture.

Yours etc.,
Jairaj Chhetry,
Via'email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Importance of Conflict Resolution
WHILE the demand by the All Meghalaya Khasi
Tourist Taxi Association (AMKTTA) can be appreci-
ated in view of the scarce livelihood opportunities,
the method of pressing for their demands leaves
much to be desired. Meghalaya is today a favoured
tourism destination with a growing number of foot-
falls per annum. Considering that what the AMKTTA
did directly impacts tourism which in turn affects the
livelihoods ofmany others, particularly the hundreds
of homestays and resorts across the Khasi-Jaintia
Hills, they should have adopted other more tactical
methods. In the. first place, tourist taxis have the
license to operate inter-state hence the entry of As-
sam tourist cabs into Meghalaya is perfectly legal
and vice versa. So, the demand that Assam tourist
cabs should not enter Meghalaya ter ferry tourists is
violative oftheir rights. Sikkim is the only state that
does not permitany other vehicle other than a Sikkim
registered one to enter the state. But this has come
under flak from the Union Ministry for Tourism be-
cause the local taxis finding no competition tended
to overcharge tourists. Many taxis also operate on All
India Tourist permits arid legally cannot be stopped
from operating anywhere in India. This is the second
time-that the AMKTTA has raised the flag of revolt.
In October 2024 tourism came to a standstill when
the AMKTTA stopped Assam registered vehicles
at Mawmluh and insisted that tourists should take
elocal taxis to different destinations such as Sohra,
Dawki'etc.

At the tiihe the Meghalaya Rural Tourism Forum
(MRTF) took serious note of this issue and warned
the AMKTTA not to repeat such actions which had
caused immense hardships to a number of tourists.
This is a negative signal to tourists visiting.Megha-
laya because word of mouth travels fast especially
in the age of social media. At the time the problem
was shelved but never resolved. Hence it reappeared
as expected because ofthe simple reason - employ-
ment.- Quite a few people have benefitted from the
State Government scheme which allows a person
to purchase a tourist vehicle under easy repayment
terms. Quite a number of these vehicles are now
plying in Meghalaya but they need enough passen-

. gers to be able, to earn and repay their loans. While
this is understandable they have to devise methods
by which tourists wanting to enter Meghalaya are-
picked up from the airport by Meghalaya tourist
cabs. A system of onlinebooking should have been
in place so that there is no quarrel with the Assam
drivers. - - - - N

The problem is that we have not, learnt to negoti-
ate and to resolve conflicts through dialogue. The
Meghalaya Tourism Policy too should have taken

. cognisance ofthese issues and come up with acom-
prehensive point to point transportation policy that
would not inconvenience tourists and also not tread
on the toes ofthe Assam taxi drivers. What is sorely
needed in Meghalaya is conflict resolution training
for different target groups through scenario setting

Plato

confrontation. Stand-offs such as had happened on
Thursday September 18 at Jorabat are unwarranted.
They expose the chinks in our armour and label us
as an unfriendly state and people.

1 Letters to the Editor

gently to safeguard the live-
lihood ofdriversand ensure
smooth travel for tourists.
Meghalaya, being a tourism-
dependent state, should not
adopt policies that discour-

Restrictions on
Tourist Taxis

Editor,
Through your esteemed

daily,.l would like to draw age visitors.
- Yours”etc.,

-attention to the recent re- Suresh Rana
strictions imposed on tourist Siliguri‘
taxis in Meghalaya and As-
sam. Several incidents have .
highlighted, the growing |nsaph|ra’s
difficulties faced by drivers .
and travellers alike due to fam”y deserves
such measures.

The All Khasi Megha- to have a”
laya Tourist Taxi Associa- i
tion (AKMTTA) seems to queStlonS
be inspired by the Sikkim answered
model, and now attempts are
being made to replicate the Editor,

same system in Meghalaya.
Ifthis practice spreads, other
states may also follow, creat-
ing widespread problems for
interstate transport. This will
not only hamper tourism but
also disturb harmony among
states.

Itis importantto remem-
ber the principle — Divide
we fall, united we stand.
Tourist taxis already operate
with valid permits issued
against proper payments.
Imposing further restric-
tions goes against the Motor
Vehicles Act and violates
constitutional rights of free
movement and trade.

Authorities must act ur-

1

The police/SIT has re-
leased its first statement
regarding the death ofyoung
InsaphiraLyngdoh Mawnai.
While the narrative'provided
is that a 13 year old boy had
accidentally caused the girl
child to drown and had lied

about the circumstances out.
of fear, yet what is strangers.

that neither the boy’s mother
nor the girl's parents are
convinced by this narra-
tive. And we cannot simply
dismiss their disbelief. After
all, it stems from legitimate
questions surrounding the
whole affair.

No. 1. We still have no
answer as to who opened the

If the proverbial eye of
the storm, post American
withdrawal, had been South
Asia's; western extremity,
increasing insecurity has
begun to spread eastwards.
The return of the Taliban to
power following the “fail-
ure” of Operation Inherent
Resolve saw an expansion
of Salafist terrorist networks
towards the otherend of the'

subcontinent. informs that “aggression

Pakistan, based on its against" either Pakistan or
objective of “bleeding India * saudiArabiawould be taken
with a thousand cuts,” have a5 belligerence against the
Jet loose its “bottled-up”  other.” This clearly puts In-

Islamist terrorists into India.  dja into a military-diplomatic
India, waged a “limited war”

by way of Operation Sindoor
targeting terror camps that
Pakistan had been harbour-
ing. - , ,

Unfortunately, the “dis-
suasion strategy” that Op-
eration Sindoor had hoped
to infuse on the failed state
of Pakistan does not seem to take steps “to activate the
to have beep successful, and  mechanisms ofjoint defence
the “experts” that are hop- ® and the Gulf deterrence ca-
ing that it would deter those  pabilities”. Indeed, what
in Pakistan that continue \would Saudi Arabia do if

to view terrorism as a tool  |ndia were to operationalise
of statecraft are mistaken. the “paused” Op Sindoor

Enmity towards India is the  onto its second and per-
fundamental raison d’etre of  haps more ferocious phase
the security establishment , against 'Pakistan? If India
ofthe country. The need for  failed to dissuade Pakistan
additional military action in by way of Op Sindoor-I, then
the future including what it would itselfbe faced with
has been spoken about as g real dissuasion strategy if
Op Sindoor-1I may have to it countenances an Op Sin-
be resorted to. In fact, the  door-Il against a neighbour
latest Saudi Arabia-Pakistan  which is not only whipping
defence deal is part of Paki- up anti-India Sentiments in
stan’s stratagem to deter  Bangladesh, but is currently
India from another expedi-  “aligned” with an anti-Israel
tionary mission against it,  Saudi Arabia. The great In-
evenas itplansitsnextnovel  dian ambivalence is being
esubterfuge via an increas-  put to the fire-test!
ingly IslamistBangladesh. . It seems that the Indian
The move,was a crafty one, internal intelligence set up
albeit one that suddenly has become a chamber of
cametothe foreasaresultof. confusion. Its leadership
Benjamin Netanyahu’s rash  just does not have the com-
action agairist the Hamas ‘'petence to either sniff out
leadership .billeted in Qatar.  the multiple subterfuges that
Rawalpindi grabbed the. op-  are being engendered against
portunity and was able to kill  India, nor are they capable
two birds with one stone. of thwarting them. They are
The defence pactbetween  at best smug with a few ap-
atraditionally pro-India Sau-  prehensions/neutralisations
diArabia: and Pakistan must  of “Islamists” and are busy
be seen not only, in light of  flaunting them in front of a
continuing tense relationship  gullible Indian electorate as
between India and Pakistan,  victory. But the truth is that
but the atmospherics in the the present internal intel-
Middle East particularly the  ligence system of India has.
manner iriwhich Israel acted  not been able to pre-empt a
against Qatar./This has set single, threat, whether it is
the cat among the pigeons  Manipur, Bangladesh, Baisa-
with even Trump distancing  ran or Nepal. Incidentally,
himself from Netanyahu’s India’snear-abroad compris-
impetuous, action to take ingabuttingnations like Ban-
on the Hamas leadership in  gladesh and Nepal are within
Doha. It has also broughtthe  th'e.ambit of India’s internal
entire Arab people together intelligence apparatus?’and
in a resolve to “pi®nish” Is-  India’s external intelligence
rael. Pakistan seized the op- agency is only a part of the
portunity as a nuclear nation  counter- intelligence grid
and quickly took advantage that comprise the country’s
ofthe situation. Itshowcased neighbourhood.
to India that it has been able The present, therefore, is
to sway away old,allies such  an extremely shaping mo-:
as Saudi Arabia from India’s  ment for India. Unfortunate-
orbit, and at the same time. ly, the presentcrop ofpeople
bandwagon itself into the advising Modi do not seem
growing nexus against pro- 'equipped in finding theright
India Israel. Observers might median that would secure
view the recent development  India’s interests. Also, it has

as lIsrael-centric in view of
the Qatar attack. But the
fact of the matter is that
Rawalpindi has succeeded
in bringing the defence deal
with the Saudis as an “anti-
India” act; This is alarming
to say the least because one
of the clauses in the pact

attack”-SaudiArabia as itdid
eagainst Qatar? How would
India react then?. After all;
the six-nation Gulf Coopera-
tion Council, which includes
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE, metinthe aftermath of
the Doha strike and agreed

report on whether there was
any sign that the body was'

lock ofthe gate to Insaphira’s
home in the morning. As ini-
tially stated by the mother of moved in the time between
the girl, the gate was locked her death and her lifeless
by 12.midnight, but the lock m body being found.
was found open inthe morn- No. 4. If the t>oy con-
ing, despite. no one having cocted the story of a black
woken up. Scorpio, then what are the
No. 2. How could a 13 odds- that a similar vehicle
year old boy be able to carry would be involved in an
or pull the girl child overthe attempt to kidnap another
wall which mustbe at least6 ~ boy just 1 or 2 days after,
.feet high, and yetnotbe able ~ at Lad Mawreng? Isn't this
to save her from drowning Other incident relevant to
in a pit that is halfas deep?’- the present case, considering
And surprisingly he was able such coincidences? Or is this
to pull her up and place a another case of childhood
boulder over her body. This ~ imagination? *
partjust seems strange. The No. 5. The mother of the

boy's strength seems to be DOy insists that the boy was
inconsistent. not wet nor.had he changed

No. 3. The search team his clothes, which does not
as well as the girl's father fit the narrative that he had
are still insisting they had  fallen into the pit of water.
searched the very site where: On the other hand, if the
the body was found, even police narrative is indeed
though the police narrative true and conclusive, then
says the girl died on that the composure ofthe boy to
very site and her body was misdirect and lie, is indeed
not carried from somewhere extraord_inary. ) )
else. Could the search, team Judging by social media
be wrong? Are we demand- comments,, and the state-
ing too much from them, to  Ments released by both, the
deny their own experience, ~ girl's and boy’s families, no
and that too, notjust of one  ONe seems convinced by this
individual but of a whole harrative.- If there are other
crowd of adult, sensible, Parties involved, we hope
men? The post mortem re- they will soon be .nabbed
port stated how and when .and broughttojustice. Ifnot,
she died, but we also need then we hope that the fami-
to know the post mortem lies involved -would have

By Jaideep Saikia

been witnessed th”ta section
ofthe partisan Indian milieu
is attempting to browbeat the
government. Instead, even as
itpoints out the dangers, this
constituency must strengthen
the hands ofthe dispensation.
Modi must seek counsel
from domain specialists who
know best. The creaking
aid bureaucratic machine,
primarilylthe internal intel-
ligence set-up, has come to
a geriatric halt. It is time to
shelfa few who are pushing

quandary. What ifNetanyahu mIndia into a cleft of peril.

Myanmar is in the throes
of abrutal civil war and eth-
enic divide and the continuing
impasse in Manipur seems
to, notwithstanding Modi’s
belated visit,’indicate a larger
design. Status quo with a
greater vehemence and ar-
ticulation has come to the
fore after Modi’s visit. Was
this not pre-empted?
Following the changes of
regime in Bangladesh and
Nepal the threat focus has
shifted towards both these
countries that abut India.
The upheaval in Bangladesh
is certainly an American at-
tempt to offset the growing
influence of India, and the/
“revolution” in Nepal by
Gen Z is far from over. If
course'correction exercises
are not undertaken by New
Delhi, the situation in both
Nepal and Bangladesh could

witness a “domino effect” in .

certain parts of India which
eabut the Terai'(Madhesi)
region of Nepal. This could
include Bihar, Uttar.Pradesh
and West Bengal. Although
the primary reason for an
extra-regional power fishing
in'muddied waters in Nepal
and Bangladesh seems to be

to principally thwart Chinese .

“suzerainty”, in the Himala-
yan and the Bay nations; a
band-wagoning effect that
hurts India cannot be ruled
out, especially' as crucial
states like Bihar go to the
polls in November 2025.

Furthermore, the relation-.

ship that was reset between
India anti China post Tianjin
31 August 2025 has beenper-
ceived unfavourably by the
US. Significant.challenges
remain in the India-China
relationship, especially as it
pertains to the resolution of
the 3,488-km-long boundary
that stretches from Ladakh
to Arunachal Pradesh. How-
ever, there are indications
that both countries are be-
ginning to understand that a
border settlement is crucial,
to develop their relation-
ship. The “Line of Amity”

; theory must be studied care-

fully by a high-powered
task force. After all, the
“detente-in-construction”

that has come into the firma-
i ment is a one-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Unfortunately,
there are hawks aplenty in
India, especially in the Indian

all their questions answered

so that they can rest with a

meaningful and factual ex-
planation to this tragedy.

. ‘Yours etc.,

Kitdor H. Blah,

Shillong

Tourist Taxi
Imbroglio

Editor,

The decision taken by
the All Khasi Meghalaya
Tourist Taxi Association
(AKMTTA) to prohibit"all
tourist vehicles with A s-
sam registration to enter
tourist spots in Meghalaya”
has adversely affected the
movement of people from
both the states, The ripple,
effect was felt when the
Tourist Taxi Association
from Assam started stop-
ping vehicles coming from
Meghalaya and travelling
towards Assam. This ac-
tion is creating tremendous
hardship and suffering to
hundred of commuters from
both states especially those
who are in need of urgent
medical treatment or as-
sistance. This issue needs to
be addressed right away by
*both the state governments in
a reciprocal manner so that
this issue does not further
escalate. As we all know

army and they have taken
the maxim that “deception
is a sole Chinese preserve” a
bit too seriously. Sun Tzu is
being studied and practiced
globally and it would be
folly to superimpose ancient
aphorisms onto a people that
are extending hands o famity.
Now that Indiahas agreed on
a piecemeal working of the
border issue; the least it can
do (even as it continues to
exercise caution) isto at least
“war-game” the “Line of,
Amity” concept and see how
far ittakes both the countries.
Would areal time agreement
on the border be'achieved in
the end? It is important to
give ita “go”.

However, the most im-
portant threat is the manner
in which radical Islamism
has gripped the region. Cur
rently, one is witnessing not
only the potential destruction

ofthe last vestiges ofdemoc-.

racy in Bangladesh, but also,
the risk of an unopposed ex-
pansion ofthe scourge wfthin
the region and. beyond. The

.victory ofthe Jamaat-e-Isla-
.mi’sstudentwing, the Islami

Chhatra Shibir in the Dhaka
University (known as the
second parliament of Ban-
gladesh) elections did not
augur well. Gholam Azam’s
successors would have cer-
tainly been funded by the
ISI in its unprecedented win
of 9 out of 12 seats. Indeed,
the irony is thatit is the same
extremist-terroriit ideology
against which the interna-
tional coalition had waged a
global campaign not:so long
ago seems to be turning a
blind eye to the construction
of a neo-caliphate in Chit-
tagong and thereabouts. It is
clear that under the current
US administration'the main
emphasis is the protection
of its own homeland and
that the fact that the manv
regions ofthe world such as
South Asia could experience
aresurgence of terrorist vio-
lence and territorial control
and could,become the epi-
centre of Islamist terrorism
is not being viewed with the
same sense of urgency as in
the past.

The mandarins in New
Delhi, on the other hand,
seem to be in a state of stu-
por. The incompetence ofthe
Indian internal intelligence
agency has destroyed the
victories achieved by the In-
dian military in 1971. It was
Sam Bahadur’s menwho had
ably aided inthe formation of
Bangladesh, a nation that the
Jamaat-e-Islami had trans-
formed itselfinto (a monster
during Op Searchlight) in
order to stop the eastern
wing from severing itself
away from a reprehensible
Pakistan. There is no excuse
for repeatedfailures.

m [Jaideep Saikia is India3
foremoststrategist arid best--
selling author. His 16th book
Point ofImpact was pub-
lished on 15 August 2025]

the Transport Sector is a
subsidiary oftourism and the
local stakeholders like the
drivers’ association deserve
a stake or are entitled for a
fair share from this thriving
industiy. We need a solution
at thisjuncture and the gov-
ernment of the day needs to
come up with a policy level
intervention so that both'
parties are content with any
future arrangement.

My other concern is that |
am sensing that there is more
to the situation than what
is visible from the outside.
My theory is that we cannot
rule out a political angle to
this "Shenanigan."” Perhaps
some political groups are
instigating this whole agita-
tionjin order to further their
political objectives in the
state. If my theory is correct
then this is a very dangerous
trend because at the end it is
the general public who Will
have to take.the hit or suffer
the negative consequences
for the actions o f some over
ambitious individuals.

Yours etc.,
. K: Waijri,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors -and not that pf
The Shillong Times

Repercussions of the

Israeli attack on Doha
By Vappala Balachandran

There are indications that
the lIsraeli attack on the
Hamas office in Doha on 09
September- 2025 is heavily.
recoiling on the Netanyahu*
government. Wes Streeting,
United Kingdom’s (UK)
Health Secretary warned
on September 09 that the
“Netanyahu government’s
handling of the Gaza war
is leading Israel to pariah
status.”

This was on the eve of
Israeli President Herzog’s
visi,t to the UK to express
solidarity with the British
Jewish community, which,
Herzog’s office -alleged,
“is under severe attack and '
facing a wave of antisemi-
tism.7 However, Streeting
insisted that Herzog “needs -
to answer the: allegations of
war crimes, ofethnic cleans-
ing and of genocide that are
being levelled at the govern-
ment of Israel.”

972 Magazine”, an
Israeli left-wing periodical,
said ina survey in December
2014 that over'70 percent
of Israelis were worried
about international isola-
tion. Israel, which is heavily
reliant on foreign trade and
investment, always wishes
to be part ofthe Western™
democracies as it has less
resilience,' unlike Iran and
Russia, to “cope economi-
cally, militarily, arid psy-
chologically with sanctions
and global, disapprobation”,
as the magazine “Foreign
Policy” said recently. ,
m Significantly on Septem-
ber 8 British Prime Minister .
Keir Starmer hosted Pal-
estinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas at 10 ¢
Downing Street. The PM is- *
reported to have promised
“to recognise a Palestinian
State ahead of the U.N.
General Assembly later this
month unless Israel changes
course”. Spain, Ireland and
Norway have already an-
nounced recognition whilee
Belgium, Australia, Por-
tugal, Canada and Malta"
have stated plans to go with
Britain and France in recog.-m
nising Palestinian statehood
joining more than 140 other
countries: -

Los Angeles.Times (11

Abu Dhabi also sum-
moned the lIsraeli ambas- ;
sador to convey that any -«
aggression, against a Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
member State was'consid-
ered “an attack on'the col-
lective Gulf security frame-
work”. The attack marked
.the first directstrike by Israel
on one ofthe member States
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council. Even before this,
relations between Abu Dhabi
and Israel had begun to de-
teriorate after the Netanyahu
government’s open threat
over a-planned discussion
on the West Bank annexa- m
tion, which the UAE had '
said would constitute a “red
line.” \ o»:

“Politico” reported on
September.9 that Trump
and his top aides had come
to question whether Netan-
yahu, who authorised the
strike, JVas trying to sabo-
tage the talks”, It quoted a
White house insider: “Every
time they’re making prog-
ress, it seems like he bombs
someone, the person said:.
That’swhy the President and
his aides are so frustrated *
withNetanyahu.” >

The Israeli newspaper

. “Haaretz” reported on Sep-

tember 13 that U.S. Presi-
dent Trump had dinner with
the Qatari prime minister in
New York, days after Israel
attacked Hamas leaders in:
Doha. They Were joined by
U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff. v
Netanyahu had alleged
that Qatar was the chief fi-
nancier of Hamas terrorists
besides hosting them in their
country. This was contested
by independent observers '
who quoted an op-ed piece
in The Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) in 2023, by the Qa-
tari ambassador to the USi
Sheikh Meshal bin Hamad

" Al Thani that Washington

wanted Qatar “to establish
indirect lines of communica-
tion with Hamas”.

:Al Thani had added: “The
presence of the Hamas of-
fice shouldn’t be confused
with endorsement but rather
establishes an important
channel for indirect com-
munication”. The New York
Times on December 10,

September) said that Ameri-" g2023 confirmed that Ben-

can credibility in the Gulf
States was the first casu-
alty when Israel attacked
the Hamas office in Doha
on the 9th as these States
thought that their security
was assured-with “tens of
billions of their petrodollars
and agreements that allowed
the U.S. to dot the Middle;
East with some of its largest
military facilities”. It was
particularly incredulous that
Israel, which depends mainly
onAmericafor its'existence,
could attack Qatar, which
hosts Al Udeid Air Base, the
largest American military
installation in the region.

It was also a personal
insult to President Donald
Trump as he had signed the
US-Qatar economic agree-
ment valued at US SI .2
trillion, in May this year,
which he had described as
“historic”, besides accepting .
a luxury jet as ah “uncondi-
tional donation”. As aresult,
the US joined other mem-
bers at the United Nations,
Security Council (UNSC)
in condemning the attack,
an unprecedented action, as
America always vetoes anti- ,
Israel resolutions. During
the UNSC meeting Qatari

jamin Netanyahu had se-
cretly approved this contact
through Doha. -
In a video address on the

,9/11 anniversary, Benjamin
Netanyahu had invoked
Israel’s right to attack the
‘terrorists’ base in Doha
just as the US had invaded
Afghanistan on 07 October
2001 forsending terrorists to
attack Americaon 9/11. This
argument has not impressed.
anybody as the US had first
moved UNSC which hadl
passed Resolution No. 1368
that condemned the “horrify-
ing terrorist attacks which e
took place on 11 Sept. 2001” ;
and called on “all States
to work together urgently
to bring ta justice the per-
petrators, organisers and
sponsors of these terrorist ;
attacks”. The US had taken
this as UN authorisation and
invaded Afghanistan which
had given shelter to Osama

. bin Laden.

As against this, Israel had
continuously been attacking
and killingUNpersonnel ex-;
tending humanitarian assis- ¢
tance to the Gaza civilians, .
'including women and chil-
dren. US Democrats senators
Chris Van Hollen and Jeff
Merkley confirmed this dur-

Prime Minister Sheikh Mo- ming their visit (August 24 to

hammed bin Abdulrahman
al-Thani alleged that the's
Israeli government was "led
by blusterous extremists,1 -
Personally, Trump ex-
hibited his exasperation by
saying that the raid did not
“advance Israel or America's
goals" as Qatar was hosting
Hamas leaders since 2012
for “indirect negotiations”
with Israel, as desired by
America. Also’ the “Abra-
ham Accords” initiated by
Trump in September 2020
towards, normalisation of
Israel  Arab States rela-
tions lay in tatters as United
Arab Emirates'(UAE), one
ofthe important signatories, -
slammed the “blatant and
cowardly Israeli attack that
targeted the State of Qatar.”

September 1) that Israel was
doing “ethnic cleansing”
of the local population and
starving them of food, using
hunger as a weapon.

On September 12, Trump
predicted thatZohran Mam- m
dani would win the New

mYork City Mayor elections

on 4 November. The next
day-Mamdani told the me-
dia that he would honour
the International Criminal

:Court (ICC) arrest warrant,

against Netanyahu and take
him intocustody if he visits,
New York.

(The writer is a former:
Special Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat) (Views are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (email: editor@
thebillionpress.org)
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Here’s what SPF50+ sunscreen s it okay to sit on
does to your vitamin Dlevels public toilet seats?

hat does wearing SPF50+
sunscreen every day do to
your vitamin D levels?

A study, recently published in the
British Journal ofDermatology, pro-
vides some answers.

It found using SPF50+ every day,
on all days when the ultraviolet index
is forecast to reach three or more, can
increase the risk of being vitamin D
deficient. The benefits of sunscreen
are well known, so our findings do not
mean we should abandon SPF50+.

Rather, it means people who use
SPF50+ every day might need to start
taking vitamin D.supplements.

W hy did we run our trial?

Sunscreen is designed to reduce the
amount of ultraviolet (UV) radiation
reaching the skin’s cells. '

However, exposing the skin to UV
rays from the sun produces vitamin
D, so it is reasonable to think that
sunscreen would block vitamin D
production. Previous studies found
using low SPF sunscreen daily did hot
cause vitamin D deficiency. %

However, nobody had assessed
the effect ofroutinely using high SPF
sunscreens in everyday life, so in the
Sun-D Trial we tested the effect of
using SPF50+ every day. *

'What did we do?

» Resedrchers recruited 639 adults

living in one ofthe four eastern states
ofAustralia (and the Australian Capi-
tal Territory) who were not using sun-
screen as part of their daily routine.

They put them randomly into one
of two groups. They gave the “sun-
screen” group SPF50+ sunscreen
and asked them to apply it every day
(to all areas of the skin not covered
by clothes) when the UV index was-
forecast to reach three or more for a
year. They asked the “control” group
to continue with their usual sun
protection. We measured vitamin D
levels at the beginning (late winter/
early spring), middle (late summer),
and end (late winter) of the study m
both groups.

What did we find?

The average vitamin D level in-
creased in both groups from late

winter to late summer. However, the
increase was significantly lower in the
sunscreen group than in the control
group.

At the end of the study, vitamin D
deficiency was more common in the
sunscreen group than in the control
group (46 per centversus 37 per cent).
This isthe first study worldwide to test
the effect of daily SPF50+ sunscreen
use in people as they go about their"
everyday lives.

W hat does this mean?
Keep using sunscreen

Using sunscreen daily reduces'
the risk of skin cancer and sunspots.
Therefore itis very important Austra-
lians continue to use sunscreen every
day when the UV index is forecast to
reach three: or more as part of their
daily routine. m

,. For people with deeply pigmented
skin, daily sunscreen is not ne'eded
because the risk ofskin cancers caused
by the sun is very low.

It is still important, though, to pro-
tect the skin if outdoors when the UV
index is high.

Using sunscreen should be as rou-
tine as brushing your teeth.

Continue to use sunscreen with
a high SPF (ideally 50+, but 30+ is
also OK if you can’t find a 50+ that

‘Star-Gazing’

you like). Don’t rely on sunscreen in
makeup, which doesn’t offer enough
protection.

If you spend time outdoors for
recreation or work when the UV index
is three or more, you should cover as
much skin as you can with clothing,
wear a hat and sunglasses, stay in the
shade if you can, and reapply sun-
screen every two hours.

Consider taking vitamin D

People who use sunscreen daily
.should consider taking a vitamin
D supplement. These are relatively
cheap (as little"as 5c per day), safe
(ifused as directed), and effective for
preventing vitamin D deficiency.

It is more important to take supple-
ments over winter, as that is when
vitamin D deficiency becomes more
common. e ,

Vitamin D deficiency is also more
common in southern states. In Austra-
lia’s National Health Measures Sur-
vey, 26 percent ofpeople irt Tasmania
were vitamin D deficient (46 per cent,
in winter) compared to 12 per cent in
Queensland (16 per cent in winter).

Is regular sunscreen use the only
cause of vitamin D deficiency? A
total of 30 per cent of participants
were vitamin D deficient at the start
of the study, even though they were

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon opposite Rahu on your solar return chart and it will give mixed
results. You may face a situation in life where you will have to make a
tough decision. Itwill notcome at a easy cost and you will have to pay a
heavy price for it. Butstill, you need notlose hope. Ultimately destiny.has
something, good for you. In the process, your faith in God will increase.
Trails do not come to destroy us but only make us strong. Your financial
position will remain stable. There are going to be no major health worries.
.Your family members will support you in all tough situations. Even your
'peers and bosses will have faith in your abilities. Students will be sue* "
"cessful in exams | interviews. New job/business offers will keep coming. -
Yournoble deeds and acts will bring you good name_and fame in society. m
Auspicious functions will keep taking place. ; » -

This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) There would be a lot of travel, communication

7-

and conversation to keep you busy. Arguments with a lover
may be blown out of proportion far too easily. Both you and
yourlovershouldavoidharpingonthewordsusedandtryto
gettothemeaningbehindthewordsinstead.Professionally

!'it might seem like stagnation, but it's actually a period o f
review and rest. Speculation and gambling are notadvised
right now. It would be wise to be especially clear when
it comes to communicating with romantic partners, and
children; or take this time to re-examine issues rather than
communicating prematurely.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) Your work status will change forthe better. There
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couldbeapromotionornewjobopportunitythatenablesyou
to come intothe limelightin a positive Way. Authority figures,

. elders, parentsin your life tend to support and respect you.

-They are more willing to helpyou move ahead on your road
to success. An event mayoccur thatexpands yourcareeror
professional interests, and you derive more pleasure from
these activities. More freedom is likely to be experienced
in dealing with the assignment af hand. You need to keep'
your eyes open for opportunities. i-,/.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) You would admire and adapt new styles,

unconventional ideas, and unfamiliar situations. It is a
good time to expand your circle of influence. You take an
interest in' organizing your working environment~and,this
is an excellenttime to do so. You are especially Objective
and intelligent when it comes to getting a handle on your,
daily affairs and all the little things that contribute to a feel-'
ing of efficiency and competency. Laying down a strategy
would keep you on track. Some travels are imminent and
will be beneficial.

Cancer (June 22-July 22j This can be atime of achievement, careeradvance®

ment, and success in business. Work-related travel or the,
reaching of a wider audience is possible during this period.
This is a time when you renew your energy and consider
your priorities. Re-thinking the suitability of your romantic
relationships is possible now, but you should avoicfjumping
to any premature decisions. There may be the need to revisit
old issues with your children or lovers, else there could be
some communication problems with them.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) Communication becomes especially important

to you. Smoothing out your close personal relationships is
what makes you happy, You are adaptable when it comes
to your affections-tfery willing to compromise, negotiate,;
and make peace.A new set-up in existing jobs or a new;
job altogether may be formed in the coming months. There
willbe a sense of renewal and reinvigoration with regard to
your daily activities, health routines, and attention to practi-
cal matters. This is & phase when you have an increased
awareness of your health. .- m

Virgo: (August24 « September22) Your professional skills, wisdom and craft

Q
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are appreciated and fresh opportunities for expansion are
made available toyou. Personal relationships gain an exciting
quality. Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people and get
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your point across. You can trustyour intuition about people
and situations when called upon to mediate in conflicts and
> collaborations. Surprises surrounding the compassionate

. care and attention you give others, as well as th rk

service you render, may be instore. This could manifestinto
finding a balance between practical concerns and spiritual
or non-material matters,

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) It's easier for you to approach sensitive,

' intimate, and personal matters with rationality and logic in
this period. As such, this is a great time to open‘conversa-
tions abouttopicsthatnormally might cause waves, such as
those revolving around the sharing of power, intimacy, and
finances. You know how to relate to others, and you do so
with warmth and affection. You will seek out the company

, of close friends who stimulate your thoughts and ideas. You
may attract a younger person into.your life.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) Essentially, you are looking to expand

myour activities, and you may find thatyou have alotofenergy
for. higher studies, travel, of simply new subjects during
this period. Negative potentials include being excessively
opinionated or getting easily fired up over differences in
points of view,-or legal fights. You may be drawn into some

' form.of service that will bring deep personal satisfaction.
You seek perfection and distinction in your work, and this
quality brings you a more .responsible position

Sagittarius: (November23 mDecember 21)People see you as aresponsible,

sincere, loving and lovable person, and as someone who is
aware oftheir needs and feelings, which can benefityou at
this time. Others are willing to help and cooperate with you
in working towards your goals and ambitions. It would be
better to go for long-term investments and speculations for
financial gains. |twould be wiser to face turbulent matters
and issues in professional ventures ratherthan seeingthem
under the carpet. Don't take the one you love for granted
but show your love and appreciation.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)A new work opportunity can change

the way you work and relate with people professionally. You
are bold and adventurous, and you cannot tolerate delays
that could hold up your work. You succeed by adopting a
new approach and exhibiting awillingness to take risks. You
would achieve a lot in business and professional aspects
by combining creativity and practicality. Your maturity and
objectivity places you in the rote of the dependable and
someone your family and friends can turn to for advice
.and guidance. You will be considerably more productive,
healthy, and focused.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) Financial transactions and profes-

1

A
J M

. sional projects go ahead smoothly with goodwill,-and they
would be profitable. This’is a good time to be with a'friend’
or a group who shares your own ideas and thoughts. You
would attach yourselfto more spiritual friends. Communica-
tions from overseas are hopeful and exciting as business

\" opportunities come yourway. This is an excellent period for

; starting new regimens to better your health and well-being,
such asa structured exercise program and more structured

and productive use of your time.

. Pisces: (February 19 mMarch 20)This is an excellenttime in which you do

some financial planning and strategizing. Afinancial boostis
possible, or you may gain financially through your business
partner. Research uncovers new material that allows you to
develop a better overall picture of the period's events. This
is a phase when you have an increased awareness of the
need for someone significant to rely on. You would find a

; balance between autonomy and dependence in personal
relationships. You can expect superiors to support you and
stand up for you in tough situations at work.

notregular sunscreen users.

,And 37 per cent of the control
group (who did not use sunscreen
every day) were vitamin D deficient
at the end of the study.

This'shows regular sunscreen use is
not the only reason for being vitamin
D deficient.

People who rarely go outdoors
between 8am and;4pm, or who always
cover most oftheir skin with clothing
when they are outside, are at increased
risk of being vitamin D deficient.;

Should I have my vitamin D
levels tested first? o

The Australian government only
funds vitamin D tests in people where
there is a specific clinical reason for
testing; Also, it is not always, easy
for everybody to see a doctor, and not
everybody can see a doctor for free.

Ifyou think you might be atrisk of
being vitamin D deficient because you
are careful to protect your skin from
the sun.- or have other reasons you
don’t expose your skin to the sun -you
can start taking vitamin D supple-
ments without having your vitamin D
tested first. Perhaps discuss this with
your doctor when you get a chance.

This is safe, so long as you follow
the instructions on the label. (The

Conversation) ,

Does ASMR
Psychology

ost of us have experienced
tingling or "goosebumps"
at some point, especially

fyou’re aparent or have a chronic
health condition that needs quick
or frequent trips to the bathroom,

ten, but others (such as those in parks
or bus stops) may only be.cleaned once
a day or much less,.so gepis can build

you’ve probably mapped outthe halfyp quickly. The red flags that a toilet

decent public toilets in your area.

'‘But sometimes, you don’t have a
choice arid have to use a toilet that
looks like it hasn’t been cleaned in
weeks.

Do you brave it and sit on the seat?
What if it looks relatively clean: do:
you still worry that sitting on the seat
could make you sick? What’s in apub-
lic toilet? Healthy adults produce more
than a litre ofurine and more than 100
grams of poo daily. Everybody sheds
bacteria and viruses in faefces (poo)
and Urine, and some of this ends up
in the toilet* «

Some people, especially those with
diarrhoea, may shed more harmful
microbes (bacteria and viruses) when
they use the toilet. Public toilets can be
a “microbial soup”, especially when
many people use.them and cleaning
isn’t frequent as it should be.

What germs are found
on toilet seats?

Many types of microbes have been
found on toilet seats and surrounding
areas. These include: bacteria from
the gut, such as E. coli, Klebsiella,
Enterococcus, and viruses such as
norovirus and rotavirus. These can
cause gastroenteritis, with bouts of
vomiting and diarrhoea bacteria from
the skin, including Staphylococcus
aureus and even multi-drug resistant

hasn’t been cleaned are the smell of
urine, soiled doors and what is obvi-
ous to your eyes. However, the biggest
problem isn’t,just sittingsit’s. what
happens when toilets are flushed.
When you flush/without a lid, a
“toilet plume” shoots tiny droplets
Into the air. These droplets can contain
bacteria and viruses from the toilet
bowl, and travel up to 2 metres. «
Hand dryers blowing air can alsé
spread"germs if people don’t wash
properly. As well as drying your
hands, you might be blowing germs
all over yourself, others and the
bathroom. Lt

How can germs spread? ;

You canpick up germs from public
toilets in several ways:
1. Skin contact: Sitting on a dirty

seat or touching handles spreads bac-.

teria. Healthy skin is a good barrier,
but cuts or scrapes can allow germs
to enter -

2. Touching your face: After us-
ing the tojlet, if you touch your eyes,

. mouth, or food before washing your-

hands, germs can get inside your
body m .

3. Breathing them in:
small or crowded bathrooms,
you can breathe in tiny particles
from toilet plumes or hand dryers
4. Toilet watelr splash: Germs can

S.aureus and other bacteria such <stay in the water even after several

as pscudomonas and acinetobacter.

These can cause infections eggs from

parasites (worms) that are carried in

poo, and single-celled organisms such

as protozoa. These can cause abdomi-

nal pain. There’s also something called'
biofilm, a mix of germs that builds up

under toilet rims and on surfaces.

Are toilet seats the dirtiest part?

No. A recent study showed public
toilet seats often have fewer microbes
than other locations in public toilets,
such as door handles, faucet knobs
and toilet flush levers. These parts are
touched a lot and often with unwashed
hands. Public toilets in busy places are
used hundreds or even thousands of
times each week. Some are cleaned of-

flushes.
What can you do to stay safe? »

Use toilet seat covers or place*
toilet paper on the seat before sitting.'
If the toilet has a lid, wipe.it before
use with an alcohol wipe and close it
before flushing to limit toilet plume
exposure”™ (But note, this doesn’t fully
stop the spread).

Wash your hands properly for at
least 20 seconds using soap and water.
Carry hand sanitiser or antibacterial
wipes to clean your hands afterwards
if there isn’t any soap. Avoid hand
dryers, if you can, as they can spread
germs. Use paper towejs instead. Sani-
tise your phone regularly and don’t use’
it in toilet. (The Conversation)

really help with anxiety?
expert explains evidence

when we.feel a strong positive emo-

tion such as awe or excitement.

But some people have this re-
sponse when they listen to certain
sounds. Online videos which fea-
ture sounds of people'whispering,
crackling packets, and brushing or
combing amicrophone are all geared
towards making you feel this posi-
tive tingle - the autonomous sensory
meridian response, or ASMR.

Not everyone responds to ASMR
content. But many who do say it
makes them, less anxious and helps
them sleep. What does the science
say? What is ASMR?

ASMR is an involuntary emotion-
al and physical response, typically
to a sound, which causes a reflexive
tingling sensation on the scalp and
back of theneck.

This multi-sensory experience
can make us feel euphoria and "psy-
chological stability”, meaning we
experience less inner turmoil and
feel calmer. However, we still don't
have much evidence about what hap-
pens in the brain and the body when
this occurs. —

Some argue that ASTVIR is simply
an example of frisson (French for
"shiver"). This is when an intense
emotional stimulus - such as a ten-
der moment in a movie - triggers
tingling or gives us "the chills".

Research suggests these so-called
"skin orgasms" are-due to a sudden
rush ofthe chemical dopamine in the
brain's reward centres; ,

However, the sense of awe or
inspiration felt during a frisson ex-
perience is brief (typically 4-5 sec-
onds). In contrast, ASMR is usually
described as inducing an enduring
state of calm.

What triggers ASMR?

Almost everyone will jump out
of their skin if they experience a
sudden and loud sound. This is be-
cause we've evolved to fear what is
unpleasant or unexpected, to keep
us safe from danger..

When it comes to sounds that can
make us feel good, it's not as easy to
confirm whether there are universal
triggers - that is, sounds that would
make most people have the same
positive reaction.

Research in ASMR has identified

some common triggers, including
whispering, tapping and crackling
sounds: But we can't say if these
sounds would have the same effect
«on everyone. ASMR videos often
combine, these sounds with video
and role play, known as "personal
attention"..This means treating the
camera like it is the viewer, speak-
ing <and interacting directly with it,
and even simulating activities such
as brushing hair or applying makeup
to the viewer.

Why doesn’t it affect everyone?

Not everyone responds to ASMR
triggers, with some estimates sug-.
gesting only one in five people can
experience ASMR.

Whether or not you do is likely
due to your personality type and
your predisposition to susceptibil-
ity, meaning how easily others can
influence you.

Studies have found that those
who respond are typically younger,
experience more negative emotions,
and are moire introverted and critical.
But they also tend to be mare open
to trying new things.

Some research has suggested "ex-
pectancy effects" could play a role.
This: is like a placebo - people who
are invested in ASMR's potential as
atherapeutic tool may be more likely
to feel it-s*effects.

However, we still don't know pre-
cisely'’how ASMR works to induce
positive emotions. 1

More than a dozen studies have
reported on how the brain behaves
during ASMR. But the findings

across them are inconsistent, and
many have a very small number of
participants orno comparison group,
so we can't draw conclusions..
Studies looking at the body's
response during ASMR experiences
have had similarly mixed results.

Some have, found that people may :

experience both increased sweat-
ing (linked to the stress response)
and decreased heart rate (linked to
relaxation).

To describe this apparently con-
tradictory state, some researchers
have coined the term "arousing
relaxation™.

Another theory is that the social
or erotic aspects of ASMR videos are

.amore importanttrigger than sounds

or other stimuli - basically, that it is a
kind of sexual arousaL But we would
need more evidence on this.

The bottom line

Without, being able to identify
universal triggers, it's also difficult
to apply ASMR as an evidence-based
tool in therapy. To date, there are
no clinical trials that link ASMR
with short- or long-term therapeutic
effects.

Nevertheless, many people in the
"whisper community" - those who
produce and consume ASMR content
online - claim ASMR helps them to
relax, sleep better and reduce stress.
So, there's no harm in ASMR if it
helps you relax. But we would need
more research to establish whether
it's effective as a clinical interven-
tion for anxiety, insomnia or other
conditions. (The Conversation) m
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A Legend Passes On

ZUBEEN Garg’s manner of; passing sent a
tremor not just across his home state, o f Assam
sbut across the North East arid his fans pan-India.
W hile his passing was a shocker for his fans,
Zubeen perhaps had apremonition thathe would
leave this world sooner than laten.lt was perhaps
how he would have liked to pass on to the other
world. His song “Moi Morim Jidina Oi” (on
the day that I die) is a presentiment o f sorts. He
says once he is dead four men would carry his
body and cremate it. Humans, Zubeen reiterates,
are sure of only ‘today’ and can never predict
the future. In fact, he urges humans not to trust
their frail physical bodies (dehor bhorokha nai,
bujisa ne nai). A singer, songwriter and musi-
cian to boot, Zubeen represents the youth of his
generation. He was impetuous and did not care
too much about niceties; performed when called
for and lived an ordinary person’s life evenwhile
his fans worshipped’him. The sea of humanity
that thronged Sarusajai stadium where his mor-
tal remains have been kept after the coffin was
brought from Singapore, on Sunday morning
was a decisive mandate about Zubeen Garg’s
popularity across ages groups. He was an icon
that wasthe emblem ofAssamese pride and also
thatofthe North Eastbecause whenever Zubeen
wasinterviewed he spoke lovingly ofAssam and
the North East.

Its rare for a singer to be able to traverse from
one language to another, but Zubeen did it effort-
lessly. Besides Assamese, Hindi and Bengali he
sang in over 40 languages and dialects and also
played 12-types of instruments. This versatility
is what sets him apart. Another aspect of Zubeen
Garg was his irreligious nature and derision for
.caste and class, so much so he adopted the title
Garg from his gotra. That Zubeen also dabbled
in film making and acting makes him stand apart
as aversatile creative artist. Very few are imbued
with such arange ofartistic talent. Zubeen’s life
was not without its share of problems. During
some;Bihu festivals in Assam he was prevented
from performing because he sang Bollywood
music which was construed to be counter-cul-
tural. On such occasions Zubeen chose to walk
out rather than comply since according to him
music bridges cultures and speaks in multiple
languages. But the Bihu organisers often had to
relent on the demand of Zubeen’s fans.

A singer who believed in uniting hearts and
minds across cultures and languages was much
like the late Dr Bhupen Hazarika, a bridge that
connected the people of the North East. Such
souls are rare and their passing leaves a deep
void in the creative-cultural cum musical space.
A recipient of many honours, Zubeen was never
affected by the adulation he enjoyed but lived a
very grounded life and used his influence in the
right direction - to better the lives of those in
distress apart from being responsive to the needs
ofsociety. Zubeen Garg’s deeds will live on and
his life will remain a celebration.

Letters to the Editor

isters including the Chief
Minister to no mote than 15
percent of the total strength
ofthe Legislative Assembly,
subject to. the minimum of

Concern Over
Reappointment
of Dropped

Meghalaya Tourist Cabs -Environment America’s Grand Strategy

concerns

As this is being written,
Meghalaya is facing a crisis '
relating to what can be called .
a revolt by its Tourist Taxi a sector that is eco'ogi-

Association called the AK-,- ¢a)ly fragile, environmentally
MTTA. Thisbody isbasically, yyInerable and can only be

By TokiBlah,

calling for Government inter-
vention to ban outside tourist
vehicles from conveying
passengers right up to tourist
destination spots of Megha-
laya, which incidentally are
usually located in the interior.
The AKMTTA stand is that
unless their grievances are

approached by road. The'last
thing such an environment
needs is carbon monoxide
emissions from carbon fu-
eled vehicles.

* The Deptt of Environ-
ment and Forests ofMegha-
lava takes cbgnizanceofthis
fact and.declares”that the

addressed, their livelihoods ¢ plying of petrol and diesel

(bread and butter issues) will
suffer, does seem genuine,
but one is at a loss how our
.State Government can come
up with any restrictions on
vehicles with an All India

vehicles in these environ-
mentally susceptible areas
should be strictly regulated.
(SC has upheld wide pow-
ers of States/UTs to impose
restrictions on vehicles for

Tourist Permit, as the permit. environmental reasons (e.g.,
is issued under Section 88(9) MC Mehta v. Union of India
of the Motor Vehicles Act - on Delhi pollution; State of

Ministers with
Cabinet Rank

Editor,

I am writing to express
my deep concern regarding
recent developments in the
Conrad Sangma.-led Megha-,
laya government following
the latest cabinetreshuffle, in
which as many as eighttain-
isters were dropped from the
Council of Ministers. While
such'reshuffles are.a part
of democratic governance
and may be necessary for
administrative efficiency or
political realignmentin a co-
alition led government, | am
alarmed by growing specula-
tion that these dropped min-
isters might be reappointed
in some capacity with full
cabinet rank with designa-
tions that cany equivalent
status and privileges;

Such a move, if imple-
mented, would not. only
undermine the. spirit of
accountability and perfor-
mance-based governance
but also directly contradict
the intent behind the 91st
Constitutional Amendment
Act, 2003. This landmark,
amendment explicitly limits
the total number of min-

twelve Ministers includ-
ing the Chief Minister. The
rationale behind this restric-
tion was clear.- To prevent
unwarranted expansion of
the council of ministers, curb
fiscal extravagance, and pro-
mote smaller, more efficient
governments.

Meghalaya, like other
states, is bound by this con-
stitutional cap. Reappointing
dropped ministers under
alternative titles while grant-
ing them cabinet rank and
associated perks would effec-
tively circumventthe ceiling
imposed by the 91st Amend-
ment. It would be a mere
exercise in,evasion preserv-
.ing numbers under different
labels thereby defeating the
very purpose of the Consti-
tutional Amendment.

Moreover, each ministe-
rial position entails substan-
tial financial- burden on the
state exchequer: salaries,
allowances, official vehicles,
security, staff, and adminis-
trative support. Appointing
additional people with cabi-
net status regardless of their
titles'or designations will
place an-unnecessary strain
on public, funds at a time
when resources are urgently

which is a Central Act. No'
one disputes that our cab-
bies need a helping hand.
Question is how and in what
way? A closer look at the
problem will show that its
doubtful whether challenging
a Central Act or challenging

the provisions of Art 19 of.

the Constitution can bring
about a just and sustainable
solution. A political row and
standoff between Assam and
Meghalaya is the last thing
we need and will serve no
one’s interest but only hurt

Meghalaya’s and its budding
tourism industry’s own inter-
ests. So what do we do?

, Lets first realistically ac-
cept that our tourist cabbies
operate at a distinct disad-
vantage vis a vis their Assam
counterparts. Tourists arrive
at, Guwahati which is well
connected by road, Tail and
air to the rest of the country,
amenities Meghalaya does
not have. Its but natural, for

tourists.to then board Assam,

tourist cabs for their onward
journey to their destinations
in Meghalaya. Fact is Me-
ghalaya tourist cabbies rec-

ognize and accept this fact.;
Their grouse arises however'

from the fact that they don’t
see their own equity in such
a deal and they consider it
unfair for’others to hog the
whole "economic benefits
from it. So how can they be
helped? There is a way out
which is non- confrontational
but which will call for three
critical components, (a) The
willingness to work together
(Public and Government) to-

Tamil Nadu v. ITC Ltd).

* The Transport Depart-:
ment immediately takes note
of the views of the Environ-
ment and Forest Ministry
and takes immediate steps
to enforce its Meghalaya
Electric Vehicle Policy pf
2021, especially in relation

to the plying of C02 emitting m

commercial vehicles in such
popular tourism but ecologi-
cally sensitive areas of the
state. Some amendments of
the Policy will be necessary
here and there.

* The main amendments
shall apply to Government
subsidies towards the pur-
chase of EVs/ Hybrid model
4 wheelers in accordance to
their KWH capacity. These
subsidies need to be,substan-
tially increased, especially
for commercial vehicles,
plying for the development
of tourism. All help and as-
sistance for conversion to
EV/Hybrid models must be
encouraged by the Govt with
AKMTTA backing.

* Certification of Envi-
ronmental Clearance for such,
vehicles will lie only with the
Meghalaya Pollution Control
Board.

* Perhaps the Tourism
Department, because of the
direct impact of such inter-
ventions on its' stakeholders,
should step iri as the coordi-
nating Department to ensure
that all the above actions of
different Departments occur-
simultaneously and smoothly
so as to speed up movement
offiles. We have a new Tour-
ism Minister. It is hoped he

wards a common achievablel sees this crisis as an opportu-

goal and acceptance that the
solution may require sacri-
fices and time: (b) the politi-

nity to usher in better quality
, high end model of tourism
into the, state. We have had

cal vision and will to make: enough ofthose crass, uncivi-

it happen (c) the readiness
of the AKMTTA to make
sacrifices, invest and accept
the changes being proposed.
The writer however, sincerely
believes that if these three
above components can, hap-
pen, Meghalaya will enjoy
a profitable and sustainable
tourist transport system. So
let's see what can be done

* 99.5% of Meghalaya’s
tourist spots are located in
the interior and rural areas,

needed for health-care, edu-
cation, infrastructure, andru-
.ral development. Meanwhile,
"thousands of educated youth
in Meghalaya sit at home,
waiting endlessly for;ajob,
their dreams gathering dust,
while the state spends more
on political positions instead
of.creating opportunities for
the unemployed.

| urge:the state govern-
mentto uphold the principles
of transparency, fiscal re-
sponsibility, and constitu-
tional integrity. There should
be no fresh or reappointed
positions created after the
cabinet reshuffle. Any at-
tempt to bring back dropped
ministers under new titles or
designations violates both the
spiritand letter o fthe Consti-
tution. The size ofthe cabinet
must riotexceed the 15% cap
mandated by the 91st Consti-
tutional Amendment, and no
post-reshuffle appointment
should be made merely to
pacify political allies or for
political rehabilitation.
m While the government is
busy finding new ways to
rehabilitate rich, dropped
ministers with fancy titles
and fat salaries, thousands
of educated young people ip
Meghalaya are struggling to
find even a single job inter-
view. These youth, many of
whom Jiave degrees, dreams,
and desperate hopes for a fu-

lised, non-spending type of
tourists who come in hordes'
to dirty and litter our beauti-
ful state with no benefitto the
industry or the state.

So what happens if the
above takes place? Only en -
vironmentally certified. EV/<
Hybrid vehicles,

and that too only by the
MSPCB can afford to ply
in our rural tourist spots.
Outside tourist vehicles, not
possessing such environ-

ture, are being ignored while
the same privileged few are
"handed, safety nets made of
public money. Is thisjustice?
Is this development? When
will the government stop pro-
tecting the powerful and start
empowering the powerless?
The youth are not asking for
privileges, they are begging
for opportunity. Why are we
so eager to bring back minis-
ters who already have wealth
>and power, while our youth
sutter iN hunger, live without
hope, and cannot even afford
food or shelter?' The people
,0f Meghalaya deserve a lean,
accountable, and effective
government one that respects
both the letter and the spirit
of the Constitution.
Yours etc.,
Marbiang Lyngdoh
Rymbai,
Via email

Tears in Heaven
(And Earth)

Editor,

Eric Clapton wrote the
initial lyrics of “Tears in-
Heaven,” which his cd-writer
Will Jennings improvised
to finally giye an immortal
song that is deeply personal
.and ephemeral. Clapton, who.
was trying to heal from the
untimely demise pf his son,
sings —‘Would you know my
name/ifl sawyou in lleaven?

mental certificates, entering
"Meghalaya will have to dis-
embark their passengers at
pre-designated points from
where the tourists, if they
wish, can further proceed in
certified Meghalaya tourist
EV/Hybrid vehicles. Me-
ghalaya* is only trying to
protect its ecologically sen-
sitive tourist spots: No one
is seeking a confrontation
with outside tourist vehicles
s butifthey lack the necessary
environmental certification,
then it's their bad luck. It's
doubtful if, outside tourist
vehicles are EV/Hybrid ca-
» pacitated. We win because we
are technically superior. Who
can challenge that?

The above has simply
addressed the technical, en-
vironmental and somewhat
economic advantages we
should have over others.
However the social aspects
involved are as important, if
notmore so, ifwe seek for the
introduction of a viable and
sustainable Tourist Transport
system. AKMTTA must turn
professional and tourist taxi
drivers must realize that
they .'live in a competitive
world where they will have
to struggle to survive. AK-
MTTA members must show
they are the best in the busi-
\ ness. So | would request the

AKMTTA to kindly keep in
mind the following universal
etiquette expected from tour-
ist cabs and if needed ask
the Tourism Department to
provide the necessary train-
ing and guidance for them to
, improve.

* Be always professional
and courteous to passengers.
Greet passengers politely,
use a friendly but respectful
tone. Dress neatly; a clean,
tidy appearance builds trust;
a Hip Hop attire does: not
help. Maintain a pleasant at-
titude even during stressful
situations. Learn how to say
“Hello”, “ Thank You” and
“Have anice day ”. Remem-
ber the Khasi value system
“Da ka Akor ka Burorn”.

, * Safety of passengers
and vehicles must always,
‘come first. Keep the vehicle
roadworthy: brakes,, tires,
lights, seatbelts. Drive at safe
speeds. Never use a phone
while driving. Passengers
‘get nervous, especially on
our narrow steep hill roads,
if they don’t see both hands
on the steering wheel. Driv-
ers should use earphones ifit
is reaily necessary to speak
on the phone and avoid risky
overtaking or harsh braking.

* Being knowledgeable,
well versed and updated
about local routes, landmarks
and weather issues is an
advantage of local drivers,
hence they should suggest
scenic routes or interesting
stops and be knowledgeable
aboutthem. | rememberwhat
a friend travelling to Shillong
for the first time told me. He
was so impressed with the

I must be strong and carry
on/’Cause | know | don’t
belong/here in heaven.” This
song has-gone on to become
an eternal reminder that loss
can happen to anyone and
that we finally must come
to terms with it by being
‘strong’and ‘carrying on!
It’s such an irony that
Zubeen Garg sang this song
as perhaps his last song in
Singapore, a day'before his
demise. Was there a message
hidden by the Universe for
all ofus who have lived and
breathed his songs that even
Zubeen is finite, and the ulti-
mate truth is after all death.’
' Zubeen*has himself spo-
ken of the unpredictabi lity
of life in an interview with
NewsLive referring to the
incident ofhis sister Jonkey’s
death in an accident. That
he believed life is short and'
unpredictable reflected in the
carefree manner in which he
lived. Everyone who knows
or heard of him, knows* of
his rebellious and carefree
spirit. And that made him
more endearing than many
other artists of this era. Zu-
been, perhaps knew that
death would only take his
physicafpresence. His soul
was immortal. It is his soul
that he leaves behind with
millions of his fans in the -
music that he created. It will

Umiarri lake that he asked the

“cab driver, to, stop. He asked

*him the name of.the place
.to which-the idiot replied
“Damsite."” The interest ofthe
passenger died then and there
with this answer. It is only
when he reached Shillong and
was informed that the place
was actually called Umiam
or “The crying waters” that

. his interest was revived about

the name, the history, the ro-
mance, the culture etc behind
such aname. Tourists are usu-
. ally curious aboutthe cultural
features of a place. My point
..is, knowledge-about places
of tourist interest adds to
customer’s satisfaction.

’ . * Provide local guidance
to passengers. Tourists love
to share verified information
about local attractions, res-
taurants, or-shopping spots.
Tourist drivers should be
prepared but please respect

' passengers’ privacy if they'

don’t seem interested in con-:
versation. Recommend only’
trustworthy services (guides,

restaurants, shops) without;
forcing choices.

* Cleanliness and comfort,
of travel is important to pas-,
sengers; an issue that most’
cab drivers tend-to forget.
Washing the cab regularly
(inside and out) ensuring a
fresh, pleasant smell inside
is rewarding. There’s noth-
ing more revolting than to
enter a car with the driver’s,
night hangover stink in it
. (smajawa) attacking our nos-
trils. Air-conditioning/heating
should be in good condition
and other accessories include
drinking, water, "tissues, the
day’s newspaper orumbrellas
(optional but appreciated).
Handing over a clean and
tastefully designed calling
card at the end of a satisfying
journey will enable the pas-
sengerto remember the driver
next time he revisits.

* Drivers'should be mod-
ern, up-to-date and show
that they are civic minded
and responsible. They should,
avoid littering and encourage
passengers to do the same. In
all destinations they should
support local eco-tourism
practices where possible.
Like Rapido, two wheelers
. keep a reliable app where
potential passengers can con-
tact or book your services in
future.

The whole pointwhy I am
focusing on social issues of
etiquette and manners is that
.tourists love' being treated
with courtesy by well be-
haved people. But it's also a
competitive world out there.
So drivers have to make
themselves the best in the
market so that tourists fa-
vour them. Its simple human
nature. Passengers cannot be
treated like sacks of pota-
.toes, a stupid mannerism of
Shillong s.hared taxis. ‘ The
idea is to make travelling iri
Meghalaya a pleasure with
memories to carry. Let's make
Meghalaya a destination for
people to want to return.

rest in the lyrics and music
of all the songs he has sung
in multiple languages.' In his
own way, Zubeen for me was
no less of a philosopher. A
philosopher-pOet who wrote
songs that made up for our
inadequacies:of expression.
A poet who rendered songs
that have calmed our aching;
hearts,,made us smile and
kindled hope when there was
none. Poets never die. They
just pass on from one dimen-
sion to another much like
Zubeen has. In his own poem
titled “Water,” he writes: “I.
may go from river to the sea/
I can come back to the river/:
Only my colour will change/
Only my taste will change/ Be
Water. Be Shapeless:” Zubeen
left for the eternal cosmic
ocean on Sep 19, 2025, but
he left a message for all of
us in poems and in his last
song - only his ‘colour’ will
change, only his ‘taste’ will
change as we begin an era,
with him, without him. We
must “carry bn.”
Yours etc.,
Binodan K D Sarma,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page kre
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

and Its Recent Behaviour

Towards India
By Venus Upadhayaya

How can a strategy take’a mly contested trade' match)

drastic shift without a plan.-

keeps the Indo-Pacific more

The recent shift in America's1 militarily” disengaged. This

behaviour towards India
may not be just limited to
Trump's personal behaviour
but"would actually come

ensures Taiwan’s status-
quo and safety more than a
strengthening'QUAD that
is deifined to counter the

from the evolving American ' Chinese aggression while

Grand Strategy characterised

constantly buildipg a war-

by a shift from Indo-Pacific- ring posture.

focus to Eurasian pivot. e

| started.to think seri-
ously about it after attending
the 5th World Congress on
Taiwan Studies at Taipei’s
Academia Sinica in May this
year in which in one panel
discussion the analysts talked
about the shift in Trump’s
Indo-Pacific to Eurasia strat-
egy. It alarmed me because
this shift meant a change
in US’ administration, India
focus. It also made me think
about why this should be dis-
cussed by Taiwanese analysts
and ho.w it serves the purpose
of Taiwan.

The months that followed
the Taipei conference are
now actually witnessing this
shift forcing me to reflect on
the imperatives behind the
American grand strategy;
how it’s shifting the India-,
China, India-Japan, India-U S
and also Indfa-Taiwan ties.
What does it mean for India’s
economic rise and for the
world atlarge?

These obviously are too
many questions-to begin
with I’ll try to address a
few here and others will be
discussed in the upcoming
write-ups.

It also highlights one
more aspect and that’s the
Chinese footprint in Eurasia
since'2017- when America
started to increase its fo-
cus on the Indo-Pacific-has
likely gone out of the US'
hand. China’s economic '
footprint in the Eurasian”
financial market continues
to increase. More impor-
tantly in 2022 in the Winter .
Olympics, the governments m
of China and Russia issued
ajoint statementannouncing *
a “no limits partnership;” ;
Their joint statement said ;
that C)iina and Russia rela-
tionship “has no limits, [and]:
there are no ‘forbidden’ -
areas of cooperation.”

This posture majorly
highlighted a fight against
US-shaped and US-led
global order-which haunted

. Trump in a way"that has

never concerned any US
administration before. /
Is India a Scapegoat? ’
' After Trump doubled the;
India tariff to 50 percent
including 25 percent for .
additional levy as penalty
for purchasing Russian oil,;
White House Press Secretary :
Karoline Leavitt said on

US’ Indian Pivot: Shift from ' August 19 that the punitive 1

Positive Focus to Negative Focus

The American adminis-
tration's Asia-Pacific Policy
was renamed as the Indo-
Pacific Policy by the Trump
administration in 2017 and
it-came along with a major
positive focus on India and
a rejuvenated QUAD-done
with a shared concern about
China’s rise.: There was spe-
cific attention to focussing on
partnership with democratic
alliesincluding Australiaand
Japan, all in the best interest
of QUAD.

The recent shift is again
pivoted on India but un-
like last time it's framed
negatively—from*uplifting
the “Rise India” and “India
as a strategic partner” nar-
rative it has transformed or
rather denigrated into “India
is Russia's laundromat” and
®Indiais feeding Russia's war
against Ukraine.”

The context is obviously
clear—there's a shift in the
American Grand Strategy
and it is about American
interests shifting from'the
Indo-Pacific to Eurasia with
Russia-Ukraine war at the
backdrop. And inthisscheme
ofthings, Chinais more like a
frenemythan an enerhy-there
are too many American eco-

nomic interests complexly in-:

terwoven with China. Like in
any frenemy equation there’s
constant friendly engagement
but also an aggression that
Trump’s trade and tariffpoli-
cies and negotiations have,

measures are to deter Russia
from pursuing the Ukraine
conflict. Thus a question
obviously arises-Is India a :
scapegoat? ' m . '
Indian Foreign Minister,
Si Jaishankar has repeatedly ,
highlighted how India is not

, the only country purchasing =

Russia oil and how the im-
ports were both in national
and global interests. India-,
US trade deal which was ex-
pected to be worth $500 bil-
lion of investments by 2030’
had no breakthrough despite
many rounds oftalks. Soob-;
viously the question is why
isthe US targeting Indiaand

.what’s India’s posture in'its

negotiations with the US?

While this attack on India
could actually be complex.
and ihulti-proriged, it’s very
clear from the Trump admin-
istration’s stand that it wants
to define India’s rise and that
probably also comes from
the American introspection
on how its policies created
the giant that China has be-
come today! Would the US
wantto unconditionally sup-
portthe rise ofanother giant,
more so when itwouldn’t be
ableto later strategically op-
pose its ideology like it can >
today counter the Chinese '
Communist Party?How wiill
the US domestically counter
the rise of a democratic
India?

Thus whatthe US admin-
istration showcases today is
the American grand strate-

boldly defined. As Tramp's , gy-there’s a shift in global

former political ally and
world’s richest industrialist,
F.lon Musk wrote in a mes-
sage on Twitter on Dec. 25,
2023: “Economic Strength is
the Foundation of War.”
Trump has builtthat foun-
dation and also kept his ad-
versary engaged for trade
benefits (seemingly in US
interest while winning a nar-
rative war) and that’s what

ordef-there are multiple :
players and multiple issues
thatthe US aims at attending ,.
by targeting India. So India

" is immensely important for
mthe US-infact its core to
the US grand strategy but

in ways it wasn’t earlier
defined.

India should take a re-
course-in fact in its march
towards the mid-century it’ll

is also reinforced by his mhave to face similar situa-

targeting of India. If there
was any other country in the
geopolitical and economic
position as India is today a
rising economy, expected to
rise in position next only to
the US and China by 2030-
Trump would target it the
same way. That comes not
only from the. perspective of
“AmericaFirst” butalso from
the angle of “America being
the sole,; supreme power of
the world.”

Incidentally this becomes
a shield for Taiwan because
an America and China that’s
engaging and trading (albeit
with the loud noise ofatight-

tions multipletimes and wil |
be required to rethink again
and again. There are no un-
conditional friendships or
perfectly converging or ab-
solutely diverging relations’
in geopolitics-it’s all about
engagement. It needs to-be
seen how India perceives it
and how the shifting global
order redefines the Indian
grand strategy.

(Venus Upadhayaya is a
MOFA 2025 Taiwanfellow
anda visitingscholaratthe
College o fLaw and Politics
at NCHU Taichung. This
isfirstin‘aseries on “Mid-
2025 and a Global-Shift”).
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‘Savings’ festival, really? (.
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s claim, in his
address to the nation on Sunday; is that he has
handed down a “double bonanza” to the 1.4 billion
population in a space of one year-the Income Tax
exemption up to Rs 12 lakh per year and the present
GST rate cuts - meaning a “savings”,to the people
of*“ashigh as Rs 2.5 lakh crore.” This is a presump-
tive figure. The PM’s claim is that the season of the
Navaratri festival starting now would turn out to be
a“savings festival,” but the rate.cuts would work the
other way, namely in a boost to spending. The ben-
efits coming under the slogan ofNagrikDevo Bhava
would be significant for the urban middle-class. The
prices o fseveral consumer goods have been reduced.
As for the rural economy and the agriculture sector™
the government has reduced GST on raw materials
for fertilizers, which should reduce the prices of
manure and production costs for farmers.

However, as in every such governmental step
in the past, how much benefit would accrue to' the
people, or the farmers, in the long term, in the real
sense, needs to be measured sensibly and carefully
ascertained to separate fact from propaganda. While
the cuts "in GST rates are appreciable, a question
also arises as to why unreasonably heavy taxeswere
imposed inthe past- following the rolling out ofthe
GST regime in 2017. This is not to ignore the good
sides ofthe market reforms. While making an exhor-
tation to the people to buy only what’sinade in India,
thePrime Minister has admitted that there has been a
flooding offoreign goods into the country. This trend

has not started with Modi,

but the PM has done little

to control this trend even as he introduced initiatives
like Make In India and Aatmanibhar Bharat. While
the Chinese sway over our markets continues, the
impact ofthese initiatives is somewhat impressive in
select sectors including in hi-tech-fields like aviation
and military ware. The share of manufacturing in
India’s GDP is still 12 per cent'- against China’s 27
per cent. This is less than theworld average; and less
than those of Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
For a nation like Vietnam, the share of manufactur-
ing in its GDP is 25 per cent - double of India’s.

The share of agriculture

in Pakistan’s GDP, at 24

. per cent* is higher than that of India’s at 18 per cent.
Both Manufacture and Agricuiture are job-creating
sectors, where governmental interventions should
have boosted performance.

The PM spoke up for a boost to the MSME and
small-scale industrial sectors - but must explain
why these sectors failed to gain steam during his last
11 years. The flooding of Chinese goods in.recent
decades only added to the plight of these sectors
here. The failure to raise the.manufacturing output
in significant ways was due mainly to the strangle-
hold of the corrupt bureaucracy encouraged by the
unstoppable licence/clearance raj. Exhortations from
the podium by themselves do not make much of a
difference to the ground situations.

I Letters to the Editor

Demise of
Peoples’ Artist
- Zubeen Garg

Editor, b

With the untimely death
ofmusical icon Zubeen Garg
in Singapore, the state of
Assam,and the nation as
a whole has lost one of its
-greatest sons. The exact
circumstances leading to his-
death remain murky at this
moment and both the Singa-
pore Police and the Assam
Government have initiated
probes into the incident. A
musical prodigy' who sang
over 30 thousand songs in
about 40 languages in a
career spanning about three
decades is an incredible feat.
The youth oftoday’s Assam
and most of my. generation
too have grown up listening
to his music. Among his fan
following, he was no less
than God. Through his po-
etic lyrics and a God gifted
voice, he had etched such an

sindelible mark in everyone’s .

heart.

However, the point | want
to make here is his deep
connection to the people.
We may not have a dearth
of talented artists in today’s
tinie, but the love and affec-
tion Zubeen Garg had for
his people and his state is an
extreme rarity. Throughout
his illustrious career, he
stood by the people at every
difficult moment. His musi-
cal talentwas enough forhim
to lead a glamorous life in
Mumbai but he chose to re-
turn to Assam to be amongst
his people. As a whimsical

person and one who always
,:spoke his heart out, Zubeen
,was no stranger to controver-

J sies. Buthe always stood by

«his convictions and. people
«always adored his childish
"behaviour and never took

' any offence against this

pure soul. There are count-
. less stories .how he helped
the needy, monetarily or
otherwise without keeping
anything for himself. One
would be surprised to know
that a star of his stature had
to buy a personal car on a
bank loan! A nature lover
to the core, he.was strongly
associated with PETA and
was vocal against ritualistic
anitrial sacrifices.

Today the people of As-
sam are in a state of shock
and despair. They have lost
their dearest friend, guardian
and a fearless voice. To pay
their last respects or to catch
a glimpse of his mortal re-
mains, people are' queuing on
the streets with swollen eyes.
Assam has come to a starid-
still; business establishments
remain closed with only
Zubeen’s immortal songs in
the air, reminiscent of the
days when Bharat Ratna Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika expired.
The rare display of uncon-
ditional love and’adulation
from millions ofhis fans and
followers is something that
. only atrue people’s artist can

command. The Government

of Assam is taking steps to

preserve the legacy ofthe

musical icon but without

any doubt Zubeen Garg will

remain immortal in the heart
of every Assamese!

Yours etc.

Uttam Saikia,

Zoological Survey of

India, Shillong

.p

Zubeen - A Tsunami of Griefand Love

Assam and many parts
ofthe North-East have risen
and marched to the lyrics
of a singer whose voice
is stilled but whose words
span barriers of caste, creed,
politics and other identities.
A tsunami of love and col-
lective griefcoursed through
the highways and streets of
Guwabhati, mourning Assam
and the region’s sole Super
Star. People walked long
distances and stood forhours
to pay their respects, they left
flowers, gamosas, tears and
pieces of shattered hearts.
There were complaints about
bad crowd management but
that’s hardly unexpected
when one ofthe largest con-
courses in human history
descends on a small city by
the Brahmaputra.

The collective anguish
was expressed inthe piercing
wails for ‘Zubeen Da’ that
rang out when the vehicle
carried his body from Gu-
wahati airport; hands reached
out to touch the, van, tossed
petals as it drove by, hun-
dreds knelt on the roadside
and cried.

That scene played out
over hours as the van inched
through an unending sea of
people. The state is silent
but forthe sounds ofweeping.
and cries ofoccasional anger
against people they feel are
responsible for this loss (that
too will come to pass, in-
exorably). Shops are closed,
markets are shuttered. It is as
if there has been a death.in
every, family. There are few
dry eyes, even policemen
andwomen are seen weeping
and tearing up while doing
their duty.

e Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has anchored
the flow' of information
through television, tradi-
tional and social media about
the programmes with dig-
nity. Zubeen’s grieving wife
Garima has shown courage.
As the'public gathered and
filed in an unending stream
past the glass casket where
his body was kept for public
viewing, Zubeen’s songs
played ceaselessly over a
music system atthe Sarusajai
sports complex located on the
edge ofthe Assam capital. As
they waited, exhausted with
grief, cried or sang outside,
more streamed along the
roads of Guwahati, walking
to the cavernous sports arena
which seemed to shrink with
the masses ofpeople. Traffic
stopped. O fcourse, vehicles
carrying ministers, politi-
cians and other so-called
VIPs slipped by. No one was
interested in them.

On everyone’s mind and
heart was one destination,
on,their lips, one name; from
tens of thousands of voices

No Seats at

the Table, But *

Plenty in the
Field

Editor,

The recent criticism by
the MeghalayaPradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC)
regarding the absence of
women and minority rep-
resentatives in the present
Cabinet has drawn signifi-
cant public attention. While
the cOricems raised are valid
in spirit, it is equally impor-
tant to examine the broader
context of governance and
the choices made by the
MDA Government.

1.Governance Beyond
Symbolism: Cabinet forma-
tion in a diverse State like
Meghalaya is a complex ex-
ercise thatrequires balancing
multiple factors — regional
representation, party -coali-
tion dynamics, experience in
administration, and political
stability. While gender and
minority representation re-
main important, they are
not the sole determinants
of good governance. The
MDA Government’s choices
reflectan attemptto maintain
equilibrium among various
constituencies and coalition
partners, ensuring a stable
and functioning Cabinet
in the larger interest of the
State.

2. Commitment to Wom-
en and. Minority Empower-
ment : It would be unfair to
assume that the absence of
women in the Cabinettrans-
lates into a lack of commit-

By Sanjoy Hazarika

roared not one'but his many
songs.'

It was the same every-
where in Assam. In villages
and towns, in cities arid
neighbourhoods. People
marched in thousands on
the streets to convey pain
and grief, litup the night with
theirmobile phone torches as
songs poured out and filled
the air. Motorcyclists filled
the streets in remembrance.

His portraits sprang up
every-
where,
on fly-
overs
and lamp
posts.; as
buntings
across
streets,
in halls
a n d
house-
holds,
educa-
tional
institu-
tions, as
people
lit di-
yas in
respect
arid laid
flowers.
Gath-
erings
grew at
street
comers and shops, homes
and offices, schools, colleges
and universities across the
country to sing his songs and
hear his recordings, surging
with the purity ofpassion, the
warmth of love and tapping
brilliantly into the angst of
a generation unsure of itself
and coming to grips'with a
swiftly changing society and
world. To them, he was their
voice, he sang their words
and uncompromisingly he
tossed out abuse and chal-
lenges at the political class
and egoists.

He became a powerful
equalizing force with fol-
lowers across all divides in
a struggling and fractured
state. But why just As-
sam? Tributes flowed in from
across the country and from
eneighbouring states.

In Tura; wherehewasbom
in 1972, there were prayers,
and songs. In Shillong, the
local Assamese community
gathered to mourn and re-
member while Lou Majaw,
the Bob Dylan ofthe region,
spoke of his contribution to
the world of music “notjust
for the people of Assam or
the people of North-East
or India ... He has given
himself through his songs
and music”. Chief Minister-
Conrad Sangma sent a mes-

ment to their empowerment.
The government has consis-
tently advanced programmes
that support women’s wel-
-fare, from rural livelihood
missions to self-help group
strengthening, healthcare
initiative”, and education
schemes targeted at young
girls. Similarly, minority
communities have benefited
from welfare projects, in-
frastructure development,
and cultural preservation
initiatives. Representation in
governance is not restricted
to Cabinet- seats alone, .it
extends to policy, budget
allocations, and grassroots
programmes.

3. Reality of Coalition
Politics : Meghalaya’s co-
alition politics requires
constant negotiation and
compromise. Unlike single-
party governments, coalition
Cabinets must accommodate
multiple interests to function
smopthly. The allocation of
ministerial portfolios often
followsthis principle of
coalition management. The
absence of women in the
Cabinet, while regrettable,
does not imply deliberate
exclusion; it is the outcome
of political arithmetic that
prioritises stability. Without
stability, even the most pro-
gressive policies cannot be
implemented effectively.

4. Respecting Traditions
W hile'Building the Future
: The criticism that the cur-
rent Cabinet undermines
Meghalaya’s matriiineal
traditions oversimplifies the
issue. The matriiineal system
is deeply rooted in family,
inheritance; and societal re-
spect for women, values that

a W

sage as did Pema Khandu of
Arunachal Pradesh who con-
vened ruling party legisla-
tors. Arunachal Pradesh has
a strong connectto Assamese
culture and music especially
the late Bhupen Hazarika,
who was bom there, and to
Zubeen Garg.

To me, the throngs mourn-
ing Zubeen reminded me of
November 2011 when a hu-
man sea engulfed Guwahati
ito receive Bhupen Hazarika.

There
was a
notice-
able dif-
,mference
-- the
huge
flow of
people
w hich
that
[|'cam e;ta:
honour
* Zubeen
has been-
[lover-
whelm-,
.ingly
young.
A
‘young
Zubeen
§lburst’
onto the
music
scene
., like a
breath of fresh air. With
refreshing candour, he often
recounted with self-dep-
recation (for unlike many
other stars, he could laugh
at himself, a quality that
endeared him to millions of
followers) how at his first
public performance in the oil
town of Duliajan, he tripped
oyer-a wire and fell flat on
his face upon entry onto the’;
stage. He picked himselfup
and looked out at the audi-.
ence. (He was to remark later
that he had never seen such

a large crowd.) Overcoming; .

nerves, he burst into song
-the rest was history and the
audience, like all later, was
mesmerized.

¢ Bom Zubeen Bordoloi (he
later changed: his surname.
to Garg), he kept picking up
awards; his fame and follow-
ing grew. He stunned Bol-
lywood with his YaAli from;
the film Gangster which
won him a Global Indian
Film Award for best playback
singer in 2006. Choosing to
turn his back on Bollywood
after a;few years, he moved
to Assam.'He acted in As-
samese films and even won
a National Award for one.
He not just directed and
acted in movies but also
produced them including
Mission China where he*

the government continues to

uphold through legislation

and social policies. Cabinet

composition, however, must

be viewed throughthelensof

political negotiation rather

than cultural symbolism. The

true measure of respect lies

not just in ministerial titles

but in creating conditions for

wo'mento thrive socially and ;
economically, something’
the government has actively

pursued.

5. Forward-Looking Per-
spective : Instead ofreducing
the debate to symbolic rep-
resentation, the focus should
be on measurable outcomes.
How many women are being
lifted out of poverty? How
many young girls are gain-
ing access to quality educa-
tion? How many minority
communities are benefiting
from inclusive policies? On
these counts, the MDAGov-
ernment has demonstrated
its commitment to inclu-
sive growth. The absence of
women in ministerial chairs
should be seen as a tempo-
rary phase, not a reflection
of long-term intent.

While representation in
the Cabinet is important,
governance must not be
judged solely on optics.
The MDA Government has,
chosen stability and coalition
balance as its guiding prin-
ciple, While simultaneously
pursuing programmes that
empower women and mi-,
norities on the ground. Criti-
cism is a part of democracy,
but it is equally essential to
acknowledge that true em-
powerment extends beyond
ministerial positions into the
lived realities of everyday

wrote the screenplay, scored
the music, directed and cre-
ated the story.

This piece is not purported
Jo be a detailed biographical
note on him; the space is too
"lirtiited, the time too less and
hence itis difficultto include
everything about this!super
star who sang over 32,000
songs in 40 languages. What
many struggle to achieve
in many lifetimes, Zubeen
achieved seamlessly in a bare
52 years. He was from Assam
butbelonged to the world, he
carried his Assamese identity
with him but soared effort-
lessly and timelessly above
human-imposed barriers.

One of my cousins who
knew and worked with him
closely has described him as.
a “storm”. “... Zubeen was
uncompromising, a spirit so
untamed that even the word
‘freedom’ seemed too small
to house him' Where others
calculated, he leapt. Where
others hesitated, he spoke”.
With deep honesty and in-
ner pain, D’Com Bhuyan
wrote in The Thumbprint:
“We lived wildly too, not
just in art but in life. The
long nights, the laughter that
spilled into dawn, the bottles
emptied as ifthey held some
secretto the universe. Forme,
the road led to a reckoning,
well | sought help, I learned
to wrestle my demons. But
Zubeen was different. He
was the whirlwind and he
was the STORM- Where |
chose; shelter* he chose the
open skies. He lived in the
storm because he WAS the
storm, impossible to contain,
impossible to still”.

m| have listened more to

.Zubeen’s music and songs
in the past three days and'

.nights then at any othertime

in my life. 1 wish ' had done
so much earlier. Unlike
.many others, | never met
him nor was | privileged to
watch a live performance.
Yet, these last days, his music
has touched me arid | feel a
deep connect to him and his
faithful followers. Not a song
rings through the air without
tears moistening my eyes.
As he came to Guwahati
on his lastjourney, arainbow
formed in the sky. The next
day, the heavens opened in
a.torrent of rain to mourn a
beloved.son. His followers
sing Mayabini unceasingly
everywhere, the magical
song he said should be sung
when he died. Roughly trans-

. lated, some of the lines go

like thisr

Inthe heart ofthis magical
night/1 can see your face ata
distance/You have quietly
moved into a hidden comer
of my heart/1 have danced
with the storm for years/ |
had befriended darkness a
longtimeago.

citizens. '
-Yours etc;
Jack Syiemlieh
Viaemail

Sign of
political
maturity

Editor,

Apropos ofthe headlines
“Conrad defends reniovalof
eight ministers amid muted
discontent” (ST Septem-
ber 17, 2025) while exiting
the cabinet led by Conrad
Sangma, former Tourism
Minister, Paul Lyngdoh’s
statement, “l believe every
setback can be a setup, for
something greater,” is a pow-
erful reframing and one that
resonates deeply with the
ethos of symbolic resilience
and participatory transfor-
mation. Despite losing key
portfolios like Tourism and!
Social Welfare, where he
has done a commendablejob
which nobody really cared
for ages, he rightly described
himself not as defeated,
but as a “conveyor belt for,
change, growth and prog-
ress.” That is notjust politi-
cal optimism but it is a nar-
rative pivot that transforms
institutional reshuffling into
a symbolic reset.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Viaemail

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Zubeen Garg: The

Irreverent Icon
By Jyotirmoy Prodhani

Zubeen Garg, is perhaps
the most significant popular
culture phenomenon Assam
has ever produced; A fter
Bhupen Hazarika, arguably
Zubeen-Garg has been the
next greatest cultural icon
ofthe state. IfBhupen Haza-
rika was the most dominant
voice from the 60s till the

or Bombay, unlike the.days
of HMV and vinyl records, '
music became available
-on cassette tapes, and with
that, the music scene turned
quite vibrant. Soon, Zubeen
stormed in, setting the stage
on fire with his electrifying
bravado and irreverent flam-
boyance; he looked surreal

early part ofthe twenty-first , against psychedelic lights*
century, Zubin’s voice took , high decibel sounds; loud
off-from the early 90s. Both.i strumming of instruments,

their voices would continue

to reverberate long after

their deaths, as they would

transcend the.tangible con-,'
tours of their lives, which

essentially represented the

anguish and angst, as well as

the aspirations and longings,

ofthe respective generations

to which they belonged.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s
emergence coincided with
the historical juncture when
India earned its freedom
and embarked on a jour”?
ney marked by hopes and
delusions. A product of the
intellectual and ideologi-
cal climate of the time, his
music emphatically exhorted
change, propagated the idi-
oms of protest, and infused
courage to assert disagree-
ment. By the late 1990s,
after about halfa century of
independence, India entered
a new phase of its political
and economic era. With
this,- the sense of public
morality, dimensions of as-
pirations, and the.sense of
music too began to change.
The 90s, marked a new era
for Assam’s contemporary
history,,too. It was an era of

mostly western, and his
flawless voice, he often sil-
houetted on stage with stud-,
ded western outfits flowing
ifrom his waist, fancy hats,
and the guitar in his grip. He
was a superstar performing
live. He was a Rock Star
of dreams right in front of
millions of eyes, night after,
night, in the season ofsongs
and music, especially dur-
ing the month-long Rongali
Bihu celebrations. He would,
hit the nooks and comers of
Assam. He became almost
synonymous with music,
crafting lyrics that wove
metaphors of freedom and
melodies of free souls. No
wonder, in a number of his
songs, he draws on the image
of a flying bird in the sky
as his central image, pakhi
pakhiaimon, pakhi logamor
mon (My mind flies with
its wings), sila sila moi dur
akaxore/ uri uri phuro moi
davvore pohore (I am flying
kite of the distant sky/1 fly
glide along the clouds and
light) quite like the radical
romantic Shelley’s images
of the sky. Like his wild
winds, Zubeen too danced

political settlement of sorts+ for ages with the storm (dhu-

after the tumultuous phase,’

muhar xote mur bahujugare

of Assam agitation of the , nachon).

mid-80s, which came to an'
.end with the Assam accord.
This was the juncture when

On stage, he broke rules,
for he was not there to sing
songs; he believed in per-

Zubeeri Garg emerged, a < forming them.. He was the <

freshyoung voice that could
render romanticism with

Elvis, Presley of Assam,*
heralding a new age of mu-

youthful vigour in an earthy - sic, which would eventually !

and mellifluous voice. The

songs did not have appar-’

ent ideological shades, nor

were they typical musical ;

rnanifestos. They were sheer

be narned after him —the ;

. era of Zubeen, He was the

only Rock Star of Assam in
the true sense of'the term,
for he defied convention,

music, melody, and poetry.1/deviated from the- codes,

Wherihis first music album,
Anamika, was released in
the 90s, he was barely in his
20s. The songs might'not
have had the erudite ideo-
logical sophistication, but
his music was impetuous,

and eventhrew challenges at
unexpected quarters. He was
>a veritable bucking bronco .
on stage, an irreverent icono-
clast. He knew his charisma;
he was aware ofhis power as
a singer, aridhe knew he was

scintillatingly melodic, and ' a legend. Else, how could

also radically romantic.

He had defined the con-
tours ofthe popular culture
of Assam in his own terms;
he had defied all norms of
the.conventional playbook
to invent his own codes,
which can be described as
the Zubeen era.; Born in
Turain Meghalayawhen his

one afford to come on stage
beyond time habitually, and
declare attimes that one was
too tired and needed sleep?
And, he Would literally sleep
on stage, much to the dis-»
may ofthe,irate crowd who
would be waiting for him
for hours till early morning.
Still, the concerned audience

father Was posted there as a +would let him sleep because

state civil servant, he did his,
matriculation from a school
in Tamulpur, and his higher
secondary from Karimganj,
a district in the Barak. Valley
of Assam. His life journey,
even in the early.part of his
life, was exposed to ethnic
and cultural diversities that
had shaped his formative
mind. Hejoined B. Barooah
College of Guwahati to pur-
sue.hisi BSc with thie sub-
ject Combination Physics,
Chemistry, and Mathemat-
ics, indicating his fairly firm
academic grounding.In one
of his interviews, Zubeen
revealed how his principal -
at college was somewhat
worried about him when
he did not complete his ex-
animations and coolly-came
out of the examination hall,
submitting his incomplete

" answer scripts. The princi-

pal asked him why he did
so. HoW could he be so
reckless? He replied that
he, in fact, did not require
the degree; someone else
might need it. Asked what
he would do in life without
a formal degree, his answer
was, ‘I will sing.” When
asked, ‘Will you be able to
earn a livelihood with your
singing alone? (which was
almost an impossible pros-
pect) Zubeeri confidently an-
swered, ‘Yes sir, | will.” He’
kept his promise and soon
became Assam’s highest-
paid singer, who sang around
thirty-eight thousand songs
in forty languages, which is
no minor feat. His songs also
included numerous minor
languages known for their
folksongs.

From the early days of
cassettes; when recording
music became relatively
easy* as itwas no longer nec-
essary to travel to Calcutta

they understood that their
beloved singer truly needed
rest and that he should care
for his health as well, for he
looked so exhausted. All this
sounds mythib, like a fairy
tale, but that was'what Zu-
been Garg was all about.

When social media plat--,
formsare loaded with images
and videos of a twenty-five-
kilometei-long human pro- :
cession for the last journey,
oftheirbeloved singer, there
are also images of animals
silently standing in front of
the homage' stands for Zu-
been. He created a universe
not only for human bonding
butalso a world of affection
for all. Perhaps this was the
.core ofhis artistic ideology,
which he often defined as
‘social leftism.” His silent
philanthropy, almost daily,
for the needy, perhaps, was
a part of his commitment to
his ideology.

;1f one has to point out
Zubeen’s most important .
contribution, one might as
well point out how he has
shown the world the power
ofmusic. Apparently,'he was
a regional singer who had
dedicated his entire life to
his state, despite achieving
equal success on much larger
platforms, such as Bolly-
wood, with iconic songs like -
‘Ya Ali’. He proved once
again that music has the in-
built power to transcend all
boundaries. Even in death,
his final act- he arrived in
style and made us all feel
how terrible it is to.wake up
in the morning and realize
that life henceforth will be m
without Zubeen, because
along with him a part of the
soul of Assam too is gone.

(The author is Professor
ofEnglish at North-Eastern
Hill University, Shillong)



“ The truest wisdom is a resolute
determination.”

N apoleon Bonaparte
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Scare among techies

» A scare has been caused by the Trump Administra-

tion among Indian techies there by an abrupt an-
nouncement ofa sharp hike in visa fee for H-1B visa
to the order of$1 lakh. The worry has been dissipated
to an extent by now with a clarification from the
White House that this rule would be limited to new
visas for techies--a one-time fee for new arrivals—
and not for renewal ofthe existing visas. The original
announcement by the US commerce secretary on
Friday was that an annual fee of $ 1llakh would apply
to new visas as well as for renewals -would have
been a huge financial strain for the companies that

> hire staff largely from abroad. While the order ap-

plied to techies from all countries entering the US, its
lethal impactwould be on Indians as they form over
70 per cent of such visa holders there, while those
from China etc., are much lesser in numbers.

- The clarification by the White House, preceded
by similar hints from the Trump administration a
day ago, served to cool the minds ofthe techies and
their families. The Trump administration now admits
that the techies from abroad working in the«US have
brought significant gains to the US economy. While
Indian techies who are already in the US might heave
a sigh of relief, the order will have far-reaching
implications. The rate of the present flow oftechies
from countries like India to the US would likely be
curtailed in future in view of the hefty hike in the
visa fee. On the other hand, for IT firms, their work

n

Ifhiring faces odds, more outsourcing is the way out
as the US has less local talentto fill the gap. This too
could be an advantage for India, which has a strong
IT sector. Recent entrants like China, Vietnam and
the Philippines, and also their new army of techies,
are also beneficiaries ofthe American IT boom. The
US annually issues over two lakh H-IB visas;
What started in the 1990s in trickles- the flow
of qualified IT professionals from here to the US
with promises ofgood salaries and better life there,
have over the next three decades grown into a huge
opportunity for them. Simultaneously, India—spe-
cially the IT-sawy states - saw a huge growth of

N their IT sector. This benefited the nation by way of
swsUin&.Qf Coreigni;x c”™i” rpi%v,es.:.SU}":.likeJ

Karnataka and Telangana are recording their main
budgeted revenue from this sector, mostly linked to
software exports to the US. While several states are
now engaged in this pursuit, the sector as a whole is
still gripped by a sense of fear over the vehemence
of the Trump outreach. The visa fee hike may or

. may not have anything to do with the present strain

in diplomatic and other relations between the Trump
Administration and India. Indian techies in the US
are temporarily relieved, but their sense of insecu-
rity has heightened, what with Trump’s impetuous

decisions.
I Letters to the Editor

Don’t be
crestfallen,
Bah Paul!

Editor,

Over a decade ago, that's
in 2013, following the Me-
ghalaya State Assembly
elections results, 1 had writ-
ten a heartbroken letter in
these columns under the
caption 'Loss for<Megha-
laya' (ST March 15,2013)
bemoaning the unfortunate
defeat of our incumbent
Chief Minister as an NPP
candidate to late Clement
Marak of Congress party
from Selsella constituency
of West Garo Hills district,
by more than 2000 votes. In
the years from 2008,to 2013,
1lhad the privilege to attend
the Assembly sessions from
time to time as a government

; official, in such legislative
. sessions, 1was accordingly
{ made wiserby the contesting
< debates of our learned repre-
’ sentatives. However, what
« thrilled me the most from my

near- drowsy state of mind

¢ to a fresh ambience was the
" flawless speeches of Conrad
m K Sangmal! | reiterated that

Meghalaya Assembly had

\ lost an irreplaceable repre-
m sentative and without such

an accomplished orator the

’ august house had lost a rare
. personality!

In a parallel situation of
the ongoing political sce-
nario, 1feel an inexplicable
deja-vu overwhelming me
while comparing the un-;
canny co-incidence of that

r 2013 episode of Sangma's

loss to the present removal

, of Paul Lyngdoh from the

cabinet |, for one, didn't

hear that amongst the UDP
party there was an agreement
post ministerial'swearing-in
ceremony in 2023 that there
shall be a ministerial berth
sharing after two and'half
years or thereabouts, un-
like in the BJP and HSPDP.
Even Lyngdoh himself had
asserted the: same. None-
theless, it is really a heart-
warming news that when
media and official sources
maintained that Lyngdoh
has immensely benefited
the Stare's exchequer as
a Minister of Tourism, he
himself minced no words to
announce that from the last
tourism festivals, Meghalaya
has garnered benefits ofover
a 100% in terms of revenue.
And this is by no means a
stellar accomplishment.
Further, seeing his calibre,
Conrad Sangma the Chief
Minister had shouldered
upon him the task of being
the government spokesper-
son in crucial interactions
with different media and
'other assorted organizations.
As a Tourism Minister, he
was more often than not,
officially permitted to make
itineraries to different coun-
tries famed for their unique
tourist- landscapes so that
the same can bereplicated in
our State; perhaps, his visit
to Sikkim musthave instilled
in him to remove those der
serving hawkers at Khyndai
«lad by conveniently shifting
them to designated places,

A This attempt has unerringly

demonstrated an achieve-;
ment of sorts. Some of my
friends have concluded that
what" Lyngdoh has done in
removing an army of hard-
core hawkers is similar to
what Hercules had done to

In Love with the Train: A Journey
Through Landscapes and Lives

When | was doing my
PhD, every, winter | would
travel to different parts ofthe
country to attend seminars
and workshops organised
by universities, and research
centres, It was an excellent
opportunity to learn about
the advances taking place
in the discipline and to visit
fresh places®—places | would
not have usually gone to on
my own. In this way, | saw a
lot of the country. Air travel
was quite expensive back
then, and | would take the
train since there were some
concessions in fares for stu-
dents and those belonging to
the ST community. Except
for one time when | took the
Rajdhani, I always travelled
in the sleeper class, and |
thoroughly enjoyed the ex-
perience. -

Forme;trainjourneys are
the best way to go from one
place to another. You meet
a lot of different people,
arid there’s no better way
to experience the landscape
orie is travelling through
than on a train. Air travel
is about speed, and after a
point in time, every airport
looks and feels the same.
The security checks can
sometimes be quite stress-
ful, and if the people at the
ticket counter want to make
your life miserable, there is
nothing you can do about it:
This will never happen on a
train journey. You can buy
your ticket and then enter
your compartment with no
aggravation. Later, a ticket
collector (TC) will come;
check your name and move
on. It is a very convenient
process with no hassle.

The thing that people
don’t like about train jour-
neys is the time factor; One
can reach Delhiwithin a few
hours if one takes a flight, but
it takes almost two days on
a train. The one time | took
the train to travel to Surat in
Gujarat,4it took me almost

three days. For some, the
time taken can feel like a bur-

“den,'But'for*61B®"ke'rrie)"

was a pleasant experience.
You meet different people,
and even if you don’t make
friends, just watching others
and listening to what they
are talking about can help
one appreciate a lot about
their lives. , !

During one such train
journey to Delhi, | remember
meeting an old man from
Bihar who had come to Delhi
for his court case. He was
working at the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India (ASI),

cleanse the nauseating Au-
gean stables. But Bah Paul
. must remember the timeless
adage: 'There is always a
bright light at the end of a
pitch dark tunnel!'
Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh,
Shillong-2

When music
becomes
identity

Editor,

The untimely demise of
*Zubeen Garg has leftAssam,
and indeed the entire North-
east, in collective mourning.
To outsiders, the outpour-
ing of~rief might appear
unusual. But for Assam and
the wider Northeast, music
is not entertainment—it is
lifeblood. Zubeen was not
just a singer or,composer; he
was a cultural institution, a
bridge between generations,
a symbol of regional pride.
His concerts drew audiences
that could rival political
rallies, and his songs were
sung with the sarrie fervour
as hymns. The rest of India
often struggles to grasp this
phenomenon: how can a-
musician command the kind
ofdevotionusually reserved
for cinema superstars or
political leaders?. But in the
Northeast, music'is woven
into the very fabric of life.
From lullabies sung in vil-
lages, to community festivals
where every gathering has a
guitar or dhol, to urban youth
who see music as their first
language ofexpression—this
land breathes melody. The
extraordinary stardom ofart-

By BhogtoramMawroh

but was unjustly removed.
The old man filed a case, and
for almost a decade he made
regular trips to Delhi for the
hearings. His clothes were
simple, and he. wore only
slippers. Whenever people
entered tfie compartment,
he. would look down at the
floor, avoiding eye contact.
Gentle and soft-spoken, |
enjoyed talking to him, and
when he departed, | wished
him good luck in getting his
job back. There were, many
other people, whose stories
were less tragic, whom | met
during my trainjourney, and
it was a pleasure talking to
all ,ofthem. <
The one thing | enjoyed
the most during the train

journey was drinking tea '

the whole day. After ev-
ery few minutes, a vendor
would enter the compart-
ment shouting ‘chai, chai’.
Most of them were older
men, but once | came across
a transgender person selling
tea. Sipping tea near the
window arid watching the
landscape change is the most
memorable experience of a
trainjourney. One Could see
,mustard fields stretching for

a recent train journey from
eDimapur to Guwabhati. This
is something | would love to
do much more.

I love train journeys, but
railways are being opposed
in Meghalaya for fear that
it would lead to large-scale
immigration. With Mizoram
also getting a railhead, Me-
ghalaya is now the only state
in the country that does not
have a regular train service
(I am ignoring Mendipathar
because itis notamajor rail-
way line). While | was wait-
ing at the Dimapur station

e for my train, my colleague,
from Nagaland told me that-
railway lines are being laid
to take the train all the way
to Zubza, which is a village
close to Kohima in the hills.
I asked him whether Ke was
worried about immigration.
He calmly tofd me that who-
ever comes through the train
will have to get down at the
station and the local com-
munity knbws who is a local
or an outsider.

This Very simple logic

,somehow fails to impress
many in Meghalaya. Mi-
grants entering the state
have to take up residence

“One can observe all these intricacies only
when travelling by train: Aflight is too short
to notice all ofthis.”

miles into the horizon. Then
at night, an orange glow
would tell us if we were
arriving at a town/ And by
observing the script on the
signboards, one could tell
when one left North India
and entered South India. A
sign ofentering the southern
states was the cleanliness
and the noise. People in the
South are very gentle and
do not make a lot of noise.
They also show respectland

observe all these intricacies
only when travelling by train.
Aflightis tod shortto notice
all of this. A train journey
can also be a good time to
read orwrite something. You
can either carry your own
book or buy it at the station.
When | was doing my PhD,
I had read ofa famous Indian
historian who would take
the train to go to work. And
it was during such trips that
he would read and write his
books.-Inspired, | wrote one
of.mv weekly op-eds during

ists like Zubeen is proofthat
music here is not pastime but
identity, not performance
but passion. Zubeen Garg’s
career itself was a reflection
ofthis truth. He sang in mul-
tiple languages, cut across
genres, and embodied the
diversity of Assam and the
Northeast. <
AstherestoflIndiawatch-
.es this collective griefunfold,
it must pause to understand
what it reveals: the North-
east is not merely a region
of scenic landscapes and
cultural curiosities, but of
profound artistic sensibility.
Music is the heartbeat of its
people, and the devotion to
Zubeen Garg is testament to
that spirit. In mourning him,
Assam and the Northeast
remind us that art can shape
identity, that a song can be
as powerful as a speech, and
that sometimes, the greatest
leaders carry a microphone,
not a manifesto. m
Yours etc.,
. Shekhar Singh,
Via email

A Life in
Echoes

Editor, , ,

Zubeen Garg was more
than avoice. He was a bridge
between tradition and mo-
dernity, between Assam, and
the wide world—a composer,
singer, performer, storyteller.
Bom from the soil ofMegha-
laya, he breathed Assam and
North East, his roots were
deep; yet his wings reached
farbeyond everyborder that
music.ever tried to draw.

He gave us songs that
healed and stirred—melo-

somewhere, arid it is here
that laws regarding land
protection become very im-
portant. Even npw in some
places, local landowners are
not selling land to outsiders,
eventhough they may belong
to the Khasi community. This
also applies to couples in
mixed marriages. The second
is a type of racial profiling
andisillegal, butit shows the
high vigilance the local com-
munity,follows to preventthe

area. There is even a place
in West Khasi Hills where
the local community verifies
the character of the person
who wants to buy land in
their village. The vigilance
of the local community and
the laws on land are powerful
deterrents to migrants from
settling down.

The case of Nagaland is
very similar to Meghalaya
as the ST population in both
the states has increased from
the past. The ST population
in Nagaland arid Meghalaya

dies that became memories,
lyrics that felt like home.
From Assamese folk songs
to Bengali modern songs

and Bollywood hits like “Ya'

Ali,” his artistry spoke in

many tongues but always
with one heart.

Yours etc.,

Shibashish Rudra,

m. Gurgaon

Celebrating
Bookaroo
Shillong: A

Gift for Our t

Children’s
Future

Editor,

In today’s world, read-.
ing is sloWly losing ground'

among children. Mobile
phones, television, and
above all, the constant pull
of Instagram, Reels, Fa-
cebook, TikTok, and other
social.media platforms have
replaced the simple joy of
holding a book. Against
this backdrop, the article
“Children; Books and the

Joy ofReading,” by Aafaque .

Hussain, published in The
Shillong Times (September
21, 2025), came as a breath
of fresh air. It showed how
the Bookaroo Shillong 2025
festival beautifully brought
childrenbackto the world of
stories and imagination.;*
Bookaroo was not just
an event—itwas a reminder
"of what we are losing and
what we can still save; To
see children listening with
rapt attention to storytellers,
laughing oyer picture books,

was 83.99% and 80.58% in
1980. Today it is 86.48%
and 86.15% respectively.
Despite not having ILP, the
ST population in Megha-
laya has grown much faster
than in Nagaland, which is
accompanied by the out-
migration of the non-ST. or
non:indigenous population
from the state. Large-scale
migration, legal or illegal,
from the mainland or across
the border is not happening,
unless the Registrar General
and Census Commissioner
of Indiahave hatched a con-
spiracy against Meghalaya
and Nagaland to hide the. real
numbers.

m  Recently, the Assam taxi
drivers retaliated against
the attempts o f certain taxi
drivers from Meghalaya
to stop their vehicles from
going to the tourist destina-
tions;: In the last'couple of
weeks, 1was travelling to
Guwahati almost weekly,,
and it w8s fortunate that the
agitation started after, my
(return. Otherwise, | would
have lost money that | had
already spent on purchas-
ing the tickets for my trip to
Nagaland. Itis difficultto see
the Assam taxi driversrelent-
ing when they are fighting for
trips among themselves. The
long-term solution has to be
the introduction of railways
that can drop tourists inside
the territory of Meghalaya,
where our taxis can have
a monopoly over the trips.
There will also be less ex-
tortion on the highway, and
prices of commodities will
reduce, benefiting every-
one in the state. The recent
fracas with the local taxis
agitating against the Assam
vehicles ferrying passengers
into Meghalaya is an excel-
lent opportunity to cut our
dependence on Assam and
make ourselves more inde-
pendent.

For purely selfish rea-
sons, | look forward to the
time When we can travel the
length and breadth of our
stateTIHTtmgTnside*a train
compartment. Kongs would
come inwithteaandjingbam
every couple of hours. We
could then sip our tea and
watch the landscape change
as it moves from one station
to-another. 1 hope that day
arrives soon—when we can
all fall in love with train
journeys, just as lhave. e

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in.
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

and interacting with writers
and illustrators proved one
thing clearly: the love for
stories is still alive in them,
waiting to be nurtured.

But festivals alone are
not enough. I do feel schools
can play a major role by
introducing daily newspaper
reading in the classroom. A
short session on headlines,
guided discussions, and sim-
ple news analysis by teachers
’would help children not only
improve their reading skills
mutalso broadentheir aware-
ness ofthe world./This prac-
tice could balance the hours
children spend scrolling
through social media with
esomething more meaningful
and lasting.

Bookaroo has shown us
that children are ready to
read if we give them the
chance. If schools, parents,
and,communities Support
such initiatives alongside
everyday habits, We can
revive the culture ofreading
even in the age of TikTok
and Reels.

The joy of reading is
more than a pastime—it is
a way of shaping, curious
minds, empathetic hearts,
and responsible citizens.
Festivals like Bookaroo,
combined with daily efforts
in homes and schools, can
ensure that our children’s
future is not just digital but
also deeply human.

Yours etc.,
Jairaj Chhetry,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Visas, Tariffs and. Doing
Unto Others..!

' This morning, over my .
cup of hot filter coffee, |
stared a't the newspaper.
Notjust one headline, but a
dozen. And all ofthefti, like
those Vendors, had the same
pitch: India and Indians tar-,
geted abroad.

In America, new tariffs.
Visas denied. Deportations
ordered. In England, plac-"
ards, lifted high with the bold
words, “Send them back.” In
Australia and Ireland, fists
raised, curses hurled, some-
times'blows too—directed
against Indians who, till
yesterday,, were welcomed
as model immigrants.

And as |- sat there, my
mindwent not to embassies
or trade deals, butto a single
verse 1’d read in the Holy
Scriptures: “Do unto others '
as you Would have them do
unto you.” 1looked around
& if to ask someone in the
room, “Who are these oth-
ers?” Was the verse speak-

be treated, and suddenly you
don’t need armies of diplo-

mats begging for respect..

You won’t need to send
ministers to Washington
or Brussels* with begging
bowls, Because the respect
myou give at home will echo
abroad.

Let me say itplain: If you.

want justice for your chil-
dren overseas, start by giv-
ingjustice to yourneighbour
next door. If you want your
traders spared unfair tariffs,
stop boycotting your own
citizens’ shops. If you want
your students safe in Ameri-
can dorms, ensure that no
child here is unsafe because
of his religion or caste.
This isn’t just morality.
It is mathematics. What you
sow, you' reap. What you
dish put, comes back—
sometimes with interest.
Now, before you accuse
me of sermonising, let’s
mlook at the daily headlines
again. That IT professional
deported overnight from

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

ing of foreigners? Or was
it speaking of my next-door
neighbour, whose child goes,
to the same school as mine,
but who prays differently?
Was it speaking ofthat man
across the street who eats
differently, dresses differ-
ently, and is quietly made
to fee] like he doesn’t quite
belong? '

Do we really need atheo-
logian to answer this? No.
The angwer is as plain as the
nose on our faces. The “oth-
ers” are not far away. They
-are not sitting iri American
boardrooms or Irish pubs.
They are right here—our
own countrymen. The “oth-
ers” are those who are, in
whispers and shouts,,told
they don’t belong. The M us-.
lims, eyed'with suspicion.
The Christians, eyed with
doUbt. The Dalits, eyed with
disdain. .. m

And here’s the cruel twist
of irony: Just as we make
some ofour own people feel
like outsiders, our sons and
daughters are being told the
exact same thing abroad.
“You don’t belong here.”
The circle, ladies and gentle-
men, is complete.

Isn’t it strange? When
our bright-eyed IT students
are departed, we shake
our fists.at foreign govern-
ments. When our traders
are strangled by tariff's, we
shout ourselves hoarse atthe
injustice. But when the shop
down the road is boycotted
simply because the owner
has the “wrong” surname,
we shrug. When a neighbour
is denied housing because
of his faith, we sip our tea.
Do you see the hypocrisy?
We cry foul when our chil-
dren are sent packing from
foreign lands, but we don’t
mind when our own fellow
citizens are pushed into
corners within' our borders.
We don’t notice that the
second-class treatment we
grumble about abroad is the
very same treatmentwe hand
out at home. \ .

Think of the irony: At
international conferences,
we beg for fairtreatment. We
plead for inclusion. Yet, back
home, we craft laws and
spread speeches that divide.
Abroad,, our leaders cry,
“Give our people equality I”
At home, the same leaders
whisper, “Butdon’t giveitto
them.” And then we wonder
why the world doesn’t take
us seriously. The lesson here
isn’tjustmoral or spiritual—
it’s practical politics. It’s
common sense. The Golden
Rule isnot some dusty verse
to be framed and forgotten.
It is the basis of survival.
Treat others as you’d like to

Silicon Valley? His pain is
no different from the small
entrepreneur here whose
license is denied because
he belongs to the “wrong”
community. That Indian
student mocked in an lIrish
classroom? Her humiliation
is the echo ofthe humiliation
we allow when we make
classmates here feel they
don’t belong. .

And thattrader in Ameri-
careeling under tariffs? His
plight mirrors the trader at
home who isquietly boycot-
ted by his neighbours.

The pain abroad is the
echo ofthe pain the ‘others’
have tolerated here;

So, dear leaders, pause

before your next divisive :

speech. Hold back that whis-
per ofanother law that sepa-
rates instead of unites. Be-
fore you unleash the Venom
of hate, remember this: the
sting Will come back to bite
your own Kin abroad.

And to you, my fellow
ordinary citizens, | say this:
Let’s not wait for politi-
cians to practice the Golden
Rule. Let us. Each Of us.
Let’s makp it more than a
framed verse on a church
wall or a line in a sermon.
Let’s stretch itlike a canopy
over every Caste, creed, and
community. Because today

the evidence is undeniable: .

the way we treat “others”
here is exactly the way the
world treats us there. So the
nexttime you see aheadline

mof Indians being deported,

don’tjust curse the foreign-
er. Look within. When you
hear oftariffs strangling our
exports, don’t just grumble
about trade wars. Ask ifyou
are also part ofawar against
your own neighbour.

The Golden Rule is not
advice. It is a prophecy.

Disobey it, and you will
reap its consequences. Fol-
low it, and you won’t need
embassies to plead your
case. You will already have
built a world where justice
for one isjustice for all.

’ So let’s not just shout
about being treated fairly
abroad. Let’sbegin by treat-
ing each Other fairly athome.
Then maybeyjust maybe,
the next headlines will not
scream of rejection and ha-
tred, but of acceptance and
respect.

And wouldn’t that be
something worth clipping,

‘framing, and showing your

grandchildren one day?

You can requestfor Boh's
Banter by Robert Clements
as a daily column on your
whatsapp by sending him
your name andphone num-
ber on bobsbanter@gmail.
com.



“Life begins at the end ofyour comfortzone”
; — Neale Donald Walsch
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MPSC requires drastic reforms
WHY is the Meghalaya Public, Service Commis-
sion (MPSC) allowed to be run by a rag-tag group
of non-professionals, mostly retired government
officials whose knowledge is outdated? This is a
Commission that is mandated to select the best brains
to serve a public cause and not the government of
the day. For too long the MPSC has chosen to dispel
public allegations of nepotism, inefficiency, lack
of transparency etc., by never acknowledging its
incompetencies - such as question paper setting for
certain professional exams that are rife with errors.
It may not be wrong to state that the MPSC has lost
the confidence of young, professionals appearing
for the exams advertised by the Commission from
time to time.

As a constitutional body the MPSC should have
instilled confidence in young job seekers by being
seen as the cornerstone of merit-based recruitment
h the state civil services. But repeated allegations
:hatthose well connected always make itto the merit
list have debased this institution and cancelled the
most important aspect o fwhat a recruitment agency
should be doing which is to maintain neutrality and
fairness in the selection process for various govern-
mentpositions. Does asingle Chairperson stand out
for having conducted a free and fair recruitment pro-

cess during their tenure? Or have political pressures

sion? If the MPSC were truly fair and transparent
in its selection process Meghalaya would, over the
decades have seen state civil servants with outstand-
ing performance and commitment to meet the needs
ofpeople atthe grassroots and not ensconced in their
ivory towers pushing files without examining if the
work they do even impacts the so-called “beneficia-
ries” of the multifarious schemes they are supposed

to implement.

Looking at the quality.ofroad construction in Me-
ghalaya, any visitor would wonder why in Shillong
city, the state Capital roads should be laden with
potholes and riding on them is equivalent to riding
on horseback and dangerous for pregnantwomen and
those with back problems. A shining (?) example is
the road in Nongrim Hills which goes to the office
of the Meghalaya Basin Management Authority
(MBMA). Obviously, the PWD minister has never
visited that office because; he does not need to. But
that has become an arterial road after the'Nongrim
Hills Dorbar for inexplicable reasons decided to con-
vert the road adjacent to the office o fthe North East-
ern Council (NEC) into a one-way route, obviously
to allow for roadside parking alongside the NEC. If
engineers of the Public Works Department (PWD)
were to be marked on the basis of the roads which
they certified to have been completed and which in
six months are already pot-holed, they would all have
failed the test of integrity* efficiency and professional
competence. But so far no PWD engineer has ever
been penalised for constructing poor quality roads
or buildings and certifying®them to have complied
with all the norms stated in the compliance certificate
given to the contractors: Should the MPSC not be
held accountable for selecting such engineers?

Letters to the Editor

Meghalaya’s
Cabinet
Reshuffle:
From Renewal
to Regression

Editor,

The recent cabinet re-
shuffle in Meghalaya has
been hailed by the govern-
ment as a mid-term “re-
set.” But let us strip away
the rhetoric: this reshuffle
is not about renewal, it is
about regression. It is not
about governance, itis about
power. It is not a reset, it is
a calculated gambit—where
democracy bends to dynasty
and matriliny is reduced to
hollow folklore.

‘ Consider the facts. For
the first time in years, Me-
ghalaya now has no women,
in the cabinet. Not one. In a
state that flaunts its matri-
lineal identity to the world,
the exclusion is deafening.
Out of 60 MLAs, only four,
arewomen—barely 6%, well
below the already shame-
ful national average of 9%.
By removing Ampareen
Lyngdoh, the lone w.oman
minister, the government
has silenced women’s voices
at the very moment when
Meghalaya faces a surge in
crimes against women and
children,' rising domestic
violence, and a worsening
drug crisis. When the crisis
is most acute, the cabinet

has chosen to erase those
most affected from the table
of power.

But the betrayal does not
stop with gender. Three seats
in the cabinet now belong to
a single family—the Dhar
dynasty—which controls
25% Ofthe council ofminis-
ters. This isnotjust miusual,
itisunprecedented anywhere

in the country, perhaps the .

world. The Dhar clan already
dominates the state’s road
and infrastructure contracts;
now, with cabinet power
in hand, they are poised to
consolidate business and
governance into a single
dynasty-run enterprise. What
we are witnessing is not
representative democracy
but crony .capitalism dressed
up as coalition politics. This
is a corporate takeover of
government by What many
already call the “Dhar Com-
pany.” i

So let us be clear: this re-
shuffle is not about injecting
momentum into governance.
It is about entrenching dy-
nasty and deepening mo-
nopoly. It excludes half the
population while enriching a
few While families struggle
to put food on the table, fight

addiction intheir homes, and.

protect their daughters, from
violence, the governmenthas
chosento protect only dynas-
ties and contracts.
Meghalaya deserves bet-
ter than this dangerous fu-
sion of patriarchy, dynasty,
and crony capitalism. A state
thatprides itselfon matriliny

Are Meghalaya’s Education Laws
Schools Or Excusing Failure? \World’s Greatest

It is essential to explore
the intricate legal framework
that shapes our educational
landscape. By examining this
framework, we can identify
areas for improvement' and
advocate for meaningful
changes that will enhance
education in ourregion;

The Meghalaya School
EducationAct of 1981 serves
as a reminder of legislative
shortcomings; Its provisions
are filled with interpretative
gaps, making,it more of a
bureaucratic hindrance than
aregulatory framework. Sec-
tion 7 ofthis outdated statute
grants the State Government
the discretionary power to
"pay to the Director, for dis-
tribution ofaid to recognized,
private schools, such sum of
money as the Government
may *consider necessary."
This vague wording opens
the door to arbitrary admin-
istrative decisionsratherthan
ensuring educational equity.

The structure of this le-
gal instrument highlights a .
systematic distortion ofcom-
municative action within our
educational public sphere,
as Jurgen Habermas might
point out. When legal lan-
guage becomes so obscure
that it hides institutional
responsibility rather than
clarifying it, we see a decline
inthe democratic potential of
rational discourse in public
policy formation, as concep-
tualized by Habermas.,

Nowhere is the legal ma-

nipulation more apparent
than in the artificial frag-
mentation scandal that has
distorted our educational
statistics into elaborate fic-
tion. The recent discussion
paper from the State Edu-
cation Mission Authority
reveals that out ofthe 14,582
schools officially recorded in
Meghalaya, 6,702 are phan-
tom entities—essentially the-
same institutions operating
under.different administra-
tive. categories to exploit
multiple grant schemes.
;. This statistical manipula-
tion highlights a significant
"enforcement gap in our legal
framework. The Meghalaya
School Education Act, es-
tablished in 1981, does not
include provisions to tackle
such systematic exploita-
tion of the system. Section
30 empowers officers "not
below the rank of a Deputy
Inspector of'Schools" to
inspect educational institu-
tions; however, this oversight
mechanism has proven woe-
fully inadequate in the face
of sophisticated administra-
tive manipulation.

The constitutional irony
«is striking? Article 21A, in-
troduced through the 86th
Amendment in 2002, guar-
antees education as a fun-

cannot silence women. A
democracy cannot afford

A to hand over a quarter of its

cabinet to one family. And a
people struggling with un-
employment, addiction, and
insecurity cannot survive
under a governmentthat puts
family before fairness, and
contracts before citizens.

’  mThis reshuffle will not be
remembered as renewal—it
will be remembered as be-
trayal. Meghalaya deserves
leaders, not landlords of
power. n-

Yours etc.,,
. KhlurBasan,
Shillong - 5

Concerns Over
Quality of
MPSC SDO/
Assistant
Engineer
Examination

Editor,

Recently, the Meghalaya
Public Service Commission
(MPSC) conducted a written
examination for recruitment
to the post of Sub-Divisional
Officer/Assistant Engineer
in the Public Health Engi-
neering and Public Works
Departments. However, the
examination has raised*seri-’
ous concerns among candi-
dates and stakeholders alike
regarding its quality and
fairness. ;

Several issues have come

By Napoleon S Mawphniang

damental right for children
aged 6 to 14 years. Yet,
our state's legal system has
evolved into a rights-negat-
ing machinery, where the
existence of paper schools
actively undermines genuine
access to education.

Meghalaya's disappoint-
ing Grade Akanshi-3 ranking
in the Ministry of Educa-
tion's Performance Grading
Index, with a score of only
417; signifies more than just
a statistical embarrassment;
it reflects a constitutional
crisis. The Youth Congress's
description of this situation
as a "humiliating verdict"
only begins to address the
more profound legal implica-
tions involved.

The Right to Education
Act of 2009 mandates spe-
cific infrastructure and qual-
ity-parameters for education,
yet 6ur legal enforcement
mechanisms have proven to
be fundamentally incapable
ofensuring compliance with
21.7% of secondary school
students.dropping, out of
the system and 38.4% of
enrollments still confined to
government schools while
the quality of education de-
clines, we are facing notjust
a policy failure but a break-
down of our legal system.

The existence of multiple
Grant-in-Aid schemes op-
erating under various legal
frameworks has resulted in
a situation often described
as an administrative "Tower
of Babel." Schools under
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA), adhoc schools, deficit
schools, and private aided

institutions each adhere to .

different legal regimes, cre-
ating regulatory confusion
that serves no educational
purpose while consuming
significant administrative
resources. Do

This fragmentation under-
mines fundamental principles
oflegal coherence; With 29%
ofschools in Meghalaya be-
ing government-aided—far
surpassing the national aver-
age of 5%—we observe the
state's abdication of direct
responsibility, masked as a
diversified provision. The
legal framework allows for

this evasion by failing to es-'

tablish unified accountability
standards across the various
categories of schools. ?
India's educational juris-
prudence has evolved sig-
nificantly since 1950, when
Article 45 of the pirective
Principles promised free and
compulsory education within

ten years. This evolution .

reached a crucial milestone
in 2002 when education was
granted fundamental right

to light. Firstly, one of the
questions was found to be
repeated twice in the same,
paper, reflecting a lack of
proper scrutiny in question-
setting. Moreover, the stan-
dard of the questions was
observed to be below the
expected level for such a
competitive examination.
Candidates reported that
no numerical or problem-
solving questions were in-
cluded (not to forget that
MPSC recently published
a notification that for such
examinations, candidates are
allowed to bring ,scientific
calculators), thereby foiling
to assess the analytical skills
and technical proficiency
that are crucial forengineers
in these departments.
Adding to these concerns,

certain questions were report-'

edly found to .be outside the
prescribed syllabus (Docks
and Harbor Engineering,
Airport Engineering, etc.),
further undermining the
credibility ofthe test. For an
examination meantto recruit
officers to key technical
positions, such shortcom-
ings raise doubts about the
evaluation process and its
ability to identify deserving
candidates. It canialso be
viewed that multiple ques-
tions were asked from the
tiniestportion ofthe syllabus
(3 questions just on meta-
scentric height, 5 questions
on super-elevation)-in spite
:of having ample options to
select or make questions
out of. Additionally, one of

status under Article 21A.
Over these' seven decades,
expectations .about educa-/
tion have transitioned- from
aspirations to entitlements,
which should have led to'
strong legal implementation
mechanisms;

However, Meghalaya's
legal framework remains
outdated, rooted in pre-con-.
stitutional ideas. The Me-
ghalaya School Education
Act of 1981 was enacted
nearly three decades before’
the Rightto Education (RTE)
Act came into effect. This
earlier act reflects gover-
nance concepts that do not
align with our current un-
derstanding of education as
ajusticiable right. The state's
failure to thoroughly revise
this foundational statute is
a significant constitutional
oversight.

Habermas's concept ofthe
public sphere, where critical
public debate shapes demo-
‘cratic opinion, stands in stark
contrast to educational gov-
ernance. The State Education
Commission, established in
2023, functions with such a
lack oftransparency that the

. Youth Congress has called
for complete transparency
. regarding its operations. m

This breakdown in com-
munication is evident in
several ways. Nearly 500 un-

.recognized schools operate

in a state of legal uncertainty, .

lacking proper accountability

measures, Parents face aphe-

nomenon that the Education

Minister himself has termed'
"parental flight," as families

are opting to send their chil-.
dren to institutions outside

the state due to a collapse

in local credibility of educa-

tional institutions. ;

The controversy sur-
rounding the CM IMPACT
guidebook involves allega-
tions that SSLC examination
questions were derived from
materials,distributed by the
government. This situation.
highlights the normalization
of academic fraud, where
the state apparatus becomes
complicit in what critics call
"legalized cheating." As a
result, we see a complete
breakdown of educational
integrity within the current
legal framework.

This incident sheds light
on a deeper structural issue:
our legal system lacks strong
quality assurance mecha-
nisms. The sudden increase
in SSLC examination pass
rates to 87.10%j achieved
through questionable: meth-
ods, demonstrates how legal
loopholes allow for admin-
istrative manipulation of
educational outcomes.

the questions was found to
be wrong wherein, correct
answer was not given in the
options (Q.133 of Series
1- The value of Reynold’s
number fot Laminar flow
through soil is (correct an-
,swer should be Less Than 1).

The proposed Megha-
laya Education Grant (MEG)
framework, which empha-
sizes performance-based
funding and institutional
autonomy, represents a sig-
nificantadvancementtoward
what Habermas would iden-
tify as more communica-
tively rational governance.
However, the effectiveness
of this framework is con-
tingentupon addressing tl,ie
legal gaps that have permit-
ted decades of systematic
dysfunction within the edu-
cation System.;. (

Immediate legal interven-
tions must encompass a com-
prehensive revision of the
1981 Actto ensure alignment
with coiistitutionail obliga-
tions; the establishment of
a unified regulatory frame-
work to eliminate arbitrary
categorization ofschools; thel
implementation of mandato-
ry transparency mechanisms
for all educational decision-
making processes; and the
development of enforceable
quality standards accompa-
nied. bv an opportunity for
sight capabilities.

The invitation for public
feedback regarding the M EG
proposal, with a submis-
sion deadline set for May
31, 2025, offers a valuable
opportunity for authentic
"democratic deliberationcon-
cerning educational gover-
nance. Nevertheless, the re-
alization of this opportunity
relies on legal frameworks
that actively promote, rather
than inhibit, communicative
action. -

As committed stakehold-
ers, we must resolutely ad-
vocate forMeghalaya's legal
framework that prioritizes
learning above all else, re-
jecting;bureaucratic conve-.
nience. We demand transpar-
ency that cuts throughthe fog
ofadministrative opacity and
assert democratic account-
ability* that holds institu-
tions responsible for. their
actions. - .

Through a decisive and
communicative reconstruc-
tion. of our legal founda-
tions, we will transform the
educational landscape of
Meghalaya from 3ts current;
state of dysfunction into
a realm distinguished by
constitutional, integrity and
exceptional pedagogy.

The log may be dense,
but we will dispel it.,By
shining a powerful light on
.the legal' shadows that cur-
rently obstruct our children's
educational futures, we will
bring clarity and hope to
theirjourneys. Together, we
are poised to forge abrighter
path forward!

(The writer is Advocate ,
Trade Unionist Ethicist and
The Humanist Architect)

and fairness in recruitment
is vital to uphold public
confidence in the system.
Aspiring engineers deserve
to be tested through a rigor-
ous, fair, and meaningful
examination that matches
"the high responsibilities of

But the given options were mthe post.

(a/, less than'20000, b. less
than 2000, c. less than 200,
d. less than 20)

Ifsuch atrend continues,
there is a genuine risk that
the departments may fail

to recruit engineers of the ,

highest calibre. The PHE
and PWD deal with critical
infrastructure, water sup-

" ply, and public'works that
directly affect the lives of
citizens. Without a fair and
rigorous selection process,
the departments may not be
able to attract and appointthe
kind ofcompetent engineers
needed to ensure quality ser-
vice delivery and long-term
development.

In light of these issues,
there is an urgent demand
for the MPSC to initiate an
expert review of the exami-
nation. Senior officers from

the PHE and PWD, along ;

with respected academi-
cians, should be involved in
assessing the quality and rel-
evance ofthe question paper.
If lapses are confirmed, the
Commission must consider
re-conducting the examina-
tion with improved stan-
dards that truly reflect the
knowledge and capabilities
required for the posts.
Ensuring transparency

. Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

MBoSE why
this!!

Editor, ‘
Last month the personal
Interview for the posts of
Lower Divisional Assistant
-cum-Computer Operator
Scheduled to be held on
the 25th, 26th and 27th of
August*2025, was suddenly
postponed without giving
«anyspecific reasons. Till date
there's no news as to when
the same'will be held. Why
this delay? Cannot MBoSE
conduct the interview for
only 100+ candidates? Why
keep the candidates in a dil-
lema or is there no qualified
interyiewer(s). Whatever the
case, let’s hope this delay
will not give space for ma-
nipulation.
;Yours etc.,
R.G. Phankon,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not-that of
The Shillong Times

Formula 1; The

Science Fair

ByMauryanJaiswal

. “But here comes Sebas-
tian Vettel! He is neck and FI tracks, such as regen-
neck with Lewis Hamil-  erative braking (using ener-
ton..; Vettel is alongside and ; : gy from braking to recharge' -
ahead!” roared commentator  batteries), are now
rDavid Croftduring the 2018 « m-found in hyb’rid cars,
Belgian Grand Prix. In a electric cars, and even city
fraction of a second! Vettel puses we use every day, for
sped past four rivals at over  example, in BMW's recent
300 km/h. It loo,ked like vehicles like the iX.
pure, adrenaline, but behind *At over 300 km/h, safety
the drama lies a world of' s always top priority. For-
science. Formula 1is far ~mula 1cars are built around
more than cars speeding.in  a carbon fibre
circles - it’s.a massive in- monocoque, a single-shell-
novation hub wherephysics,  protective structure around m
Chemistry, data, and human e the driver. It’s so strong
nature intersect. Every race  that it can withstand mas-
weekend, engineers and  sive crashes while weighing
drivers push the limits of less thaii a passenger door.
what’spossible, andindoing  The use of carbon fibre
so, they create technologies m in Fl since the 1980s has
thatshape the Carswe drive,- transformed safety, making
the buses we board, and even  cars both lighter and more .
the fuels we may one day protective. The halo, a ti- ¢
depend on. taniuro'frame placed above
At first glance, Formula  the cockpit, was introduced
1 might seem like a simple in 2018. It adds even more
car race: drive the fastest, -security around the driver’s ;
finish first. Butit is far more  head and has already saved
complex: Twenty drivers, * more lives than earlier.
split across ten teams, line Behind the scenes, For-

up on the grid dfter a week-
end of practice sessions
and qualifying laps that
set starting positions. Each
race, or Grahd Prix, lasts 90
minutes and covers more
than 300 kilometres oftrack.

Drivers must balance speed.

with strategy: managing
tyres; fuel, and energy sys-
tems while battling rivals
wheel-to-wheel. Teams can
call drivers into the pits for
freshtyres or repairs, and the
timing of these stops ofte,n
decides whether a driver
finishes first or last! Race in-

cidents ahd weather changes .

add more variables. Buthow
will all ofthis happen if not
forthe engineering going on
behind the scenes?

In Formula 1, air is not
an obstacle - it’s a tool.
Cars are designed so that
airflow presses them into the
track due to a force called
dOwnforce (the downward
push generated by .air-mov-
ing over the car’s wings
and body). Imagine holding
your hand out of a moving
car window; tilt it slightly,
and you feel the air push it
downward. 11 cars do this
on a massive scale.. At top
speed, they generate enough
downforce to drive upside
down in a tunnel!

For drivers, this' invis-
ible force has very visible

effects. In fast comers, they?

.experience up to 6G offorce.
That’s six times their body
weight pressing them into
their seats! A driver weigh-
ing 70 kilograms suddenly
feels like 420 kilograms!
Over a race, drivers can
lose two to three kilograms
of their body weight! To
drive even faster, drivers can
activate the Drag Reduction
System (DRS) on certain
sections of the track. It is a
flap on the rear wing that,
upon opening, reduces drag
and gives the car a burst of

speed for overtaking. It
will be renamed to Manual
Override Mode (MOM)
from the 2026 season.

Thus, aerodynamics
doesn’tjust keep the car fast.
It turns the cockpit into a
high-gtavity machine where
every turn and increase in
speed both push the limits
of physics and test human
endurance.

NoW for a little history:
from the 1950s to the early
2000s, Formula 1 cars con-
sumed a lot of fuel,,Fast
forwardto today, and they’re
some of the most advanced
hybrid machines on the plan-
et! At the heart of each car
is arelatively small 1,6-litre
turbocharged engine - about,
the size you’d find inan ordi-
nary family car. What makes

F1 power units so special®

is the electrical system that
works with the engine.

m These cars can capture
energy that would normally
be wasted and released as
harmful emissions and store
some of that energy in a
battery upon braking. In
past seasons, even the heat
from the exhaust was turned
into extra power. Drivers
can then tap into this stored
energy for a quick burst of
speed. ,

The result? FI engines

mula 1is as much about
computers as cars. Each car
has numerous seniors, trans-
mitting thousands of data
points every second: tyre
temperatures, fuel levels,
steering inputs, wind direc-
tion, and even the driver’s
heartbeat! This high Volume
of data is sent back to engi-
neers on the pit wall and at
team headquarters, which is
miles away. Advanced simu-
lations, computational fluid
dynamics (CFD) (computer

models of airflow over the *

car), and even artificial intel-
ligence are being ,

used to guide strategy.

Al can predict when a ri-
-val might pit or whether it
wilLrain mid-race, allow-
ing teams to react in sec-
onds. Even fans benefit from
this technology. Television
broadcasts now feature

' *“ghostcars”, digital over-
lays comparing drivers’ laps
«in real time; In Formula 1,
data isn’t just numbers; it’s
the difference between win-
ning and losing.

If aerodynamics keeps
cars glued to the track and
engines provide power, tyres
translate it into motion.

They look' simple but
are complex chemical com-
pounds, Supplied by Pirelli;
each tyre type behaves dif-
ferently. Soft tyres are like
sprinting shoes: very grippy
but wear quickly.-Medium
tyres balance performance
and durability. Hard tyres;
last longest but offer less
grip. On wet days, teams
.use

intermediates (light rain)
mor full wets (deep grooves

for, standing water). Tyre
management is tricky: too
cold, they slide; too hot, the
rubber tears. Drivers and
engineers,must gamble on
timing, sometimes deciding
races with a single pit stop.
For all its excitement,
Formula 1 has faced criti-
cism for its environmental
' impact. In response, the sport

r has committed to achieving

net-zero carbon emissions
by 2030. A major step is the
introduction of .

100% sustainable fuels in
2026, which could reshape
not only racing but also the
broader transport sector, For-,
mula 1 recognises it cannot
remain relevant by ignoring
the climate challenge. In-
stead, it aims to prove that-
even the fastest and most
robust sportinthe world can
be Sustainable by developing
technology that can be used
to create cleaner everyday
vehicles in the future.

Formula 1 is often cited
as pure entertainment. But
peel back the layers, and it
becomes something more
profound: a proving ground
for science and engineering
under extreme pressure.

' Every car is an experiment,
every lap atest, every race a
showcase ofhuman ingenu-
ity. Aerodynamics keep cars
on track, hybrid systems*

« recycle energy, data predicts
strategy, and materials save
lives - all with real world
impacts beyond raring. For-
mula 1 may crown champi-
ons in champagne ceremo-
nies, but its true prize is

are among the most efficient, innovation. Itis, and always

inthe world, converting half
oftheir fuel into

usable power! By com-
parison. most road cars man-
age much less. And theinno-
vations first proven on

will be, the world’s biggest
and greatest science fair.
(The author- Mauryan
Jaiswal is First Year B. Tech
student at Plaksha Univer-'
sity, Mohali) 1



“Courageouspeople do notfear
forgiving, for the sake ofpeace. *

—Nelson Mandela
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Polls as barometer

WITH the BJP announcing its election in-
charges for Bihar, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu,
the stage is set for the assembly polls in the
above states - starting with Bihar in Novem-
ber, followed by polls in Assam, West Bengal,*
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry next year.
While there’s no sign yet of implementing the
‘one-nation,-.one election’ plan of Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, several more rounds of
assembly polls would take place in each ofthe

coming years until 2029 ‘when the next parlia-
ment polls are scheduled. Assembly elections
,in the main battleground state of Uttar Pradesh
would take place in 2027, alongside Punjab,

Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Manipur and Goa.
These would form the initial build-up for the
next parliamentary polls.

The drag in the plan to hold elections nation-
wide in one go, so as to save precious funds
for the exchequer means that such a decision
is not easy to implement,,considering the huge
preparations involved in the exercise. But, where
there’s a will, there’s a way. The will, however,
is lacking. The panel on unified polls, formed by
the central government in September 2023 and

submitted its report in March2024. This was not
followed through to its logical conclusion. Ina

way, however, periodic election exercises across
states ait different times have their advantages.
For one, the results are a barometer to gauge
public mood vis-a-vis national and regional poli-
tics. This is all the more important now, as there
are

Narendra Modi— the central figure that boosts
the election prospects of the BJP-are falling.
Two recent opinion polls on the PM’s popularity

showed Modi has not been able to sustain his
approval levels™The last parliament polls had
seen a substantial fall in the NDA seats in the

Lok Sabha. With the BjP-led alliance failing to
get a majority, 'Modi Triadto draw in tlie parties

of his past*nemTes*B iMFsTAKIsH~AuNfIn3’ ®

AP’s Chandrababu Naidu —to cobble a majority
for his national alliance to form the next govern-
ment: It was a touch-and-gcv situatidn, but the
PM extricated himselffrom the critical situation
by ensuring the support ofthe JDU and Telugu
Desam and by giving them prime portfolios.
The coming assembly elections would show
how the BJP,” the Congress, and their, allies

would perform in state polls.

By swiftly an-

nouncing poll in-charges for states like TN that
would have elections next year, the BJP makes
it clear that it cannot afford to be complacent
anymore. However, its failure to fill the top
slots in the party, including that of the national
chief, who’s on extension, shows all’s not well
within the saffron edifice. On the other hand, a
down-and-out Congress party is keen on giv-
ing a good fight to the BJP as is evident from
Rahul Gandhi’s campaign against the ECI’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Bihar and elsewhere. The Congress is
allying with regional heavyweights in both UP

and Bihar.

Letters to the Editor

Mental
llIness Is Not
Madness

Editor, _

Cinema", literature, and
even public policy in the
West remind us again arid
again that mental illness is
reaj, human,-and treatable.
In the United States and
Europe, despite gaps and
stigma, there exists at least
a framew.ork of care—

insurance covers therapy:

denies them treatment.
Consider the reality of
these disorders. Schizophre-
nia iSTiot “madness”; it is
distorted thoughts, hallu-
cinations, and delusions,
demanding' medical care.
Borderline Personality Dis-
order is not “drama,” but
an exhausting instability of
mood and identity. Eating
disorders are perhaps most
invisible in- India: anorexia
nervosa is not “dieting,”
but starving the body to
escape imagined' flaws;

and psychiatric medica- mbulimia is not “overeating””

tion, assertive community
treatment teams provide
long-term support, and
individual placement and
support helps patients find
jobs rather than remain
sidelined oft disability pen-
sions. In Italy, the Basaglia
Law abolished asylums
entirely, ensuring no one
is locked away for life.
Contrast this with India,
where mental illness is still
a nameless curse. Here, a
patient is;too often branded
simply as “mad”—a word
that erases their identity and

but a cycle of bingeing and
purging that.wrecks both
body and mind; pica is not
“fussiness,” butthe compul-
sion to eat substances that
are not food: Catatonia—
when a person freezes into
silence or immobility—is
not laziness. Depression
is not weakness. OCD is
not perfectionism. PTSD
is not an overreaction. And .
yet, what makes this worse .
is how lightly these words
are thrown around today—
content creators'joke about
being “so OCD” because

; Meghalaya - ’renowned
for its picturesque landscapes
and distinctive: social and
topographical set'up has be-
come amagnet for adventure
enthusiasts from across India
and beyond. Often called
the “Abode of Clouds,” the
state offers enthralling vistas,
countless caves, lofty water-
falls and peaks, and unique
tabletop plateaus cloaked
in thick forest canopies that
shelterarich diversity offlo-
ra and fauna. It is also home
to distinct tribes such as the
Khasis, Garos, and Pnars, the
only matriiineal society in
region, an aspect that adds a
unique cultural dimension
for visitors. ' ,

.Dotted with more than
100 tourist destinations, Me-
ghalaya caters to niche inter-
ests ranging from adventure
activities to immersive rural
experiences. Its signature
draws include Mawlynnong
the “cleanestvillage,” the liv-
ingrootbridges, Nongkhnum
Island,- and the Meghalaya
Age Cave, which features on
UNESCO’s World Heritage
Tentative List.

Tourism as a

Growth Driver
Tourism drive in Me-,
ghalaya has surged over the
years. In 2024, the state re-
corded about 16 lakh visitors,
a 33 percent jump from the
pre-COVID figure of 12 lakh.
The government expects
footfall to touch 20 lakhs in
2025, buoyed by an ambi-
tious year-long calendar of
music and adventure events.
Tourism is now considered
a key economic driver and

IN

at the Border”

By LalkholenKipgen

erators next door have been
quick to exploit.

The Connectivity Conun-
drum: Despite its enormous
potential, Meghalaya lacks
robustairandno rail connec-
tivity, forcing most visitors to
enter via Assam. Shillong’s
lone airport at Umroi has
limited, direct flights. There
isno railway line to Shillong;
the nearest major railhead,
and the nearest internation-
al airport are in Guwabhati.
In effect, Guwahati is Me-
ghalaya’s gateway. Tourists
typically fly into Lokpriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Airport or
arrive at Guwabhati Junction,
then continue by road into
the hills. This default route
shbws Meghalaya’s record
footfall first lands in Assam
and therein lies the rub.

Once travellers disembark
in Assam, immediate logis-
tics, taxis, tour arrangements
are often handled by Assam-
based operators/improved
highways have eased the on-
wardjourney, but the absence
of direct links into Megha-
laya gives Assam an outsized
advantage as the transit hub.
The result is economic leak-

wise, resolve the long-pend-
ing rail link from Guwabhati
to Shillong (via Bymihat),

.Concerns about migration
can be addressed, throughJ

protective regulations; im-

proved physical connectivity'

is non-negotiable if Megha-
laya;wants to capture the full
value of its tourist traffic.

* Increase local trans-
port capacity. Incentivize
more locals to operate tour-
ist transport. Offer subsidies
or easy loans for premium
tourist taxis and vans, and

cooperative regional policies,
the Northeast can turn a tour-
istboom into aboon for local
livelihoods. Meghalaya’s hills
are alive with opportunity;
it’s time to ensure prosper-
ity echoes through its own
valleys, not just across the
border.

References: 1. Megha-
laya budget | Budget boost
for Meghalaya tourism,
subsidy for homestay entre-
preneurs to increase - Tele-
graph India(https://www.
telegraphindia.com/north-
east/budget-boost-for-me-
ghalaya-tourism-subsidy-for-

homestay-eritrepreneurs-to-
"increase-pmt/cid/2087294)
2. US travel advisory
linking Meghalaya with
terrorism ‘incorrect’, says

organize the fleet through an
official booking website to
enable advance reservations.
A steady addition 0f 50-100 m

taxis a year, backed by en-

.trepreneurial support, would

gradually reduce reliance on
outside vehicles.

* Leverage technology
and integration. Partner with
travel portals so visitors
heading to Shillong can pre-
book Meghalaya-based cabs
and tours. A government-
endorsed app or web’site that
allows a traveller in Delhi to
book a Shillong operator for
pickup at Guwahati Airport
would keep more business

age: a large share of tourist, mlocal. Ensure Meghalaya op-

spending on transport and
transit accommodation ac-
crues to Assam rather, than
+ Meghalaya. A typical family
flying into Guwahati will hire
an Assamrregistered taxi for
the airport-to-Shillong trip
and back, paying substan-
tial fares that never, reach
Meghalaya’s drivers. .With

the state’s second-largest’ 16-20 lakh tourists expected

employer, providing direct
jobs to more than 50,000
people. or

A major catalyst of this
spike is Meghalaya’s flag-
ship “festival tourism.”
Events such as the Shillong
Cherry Blossom Festival
have become nationa!( even
international) Aattractions. In

November 2024, the Cherry
Blossom Music Festival drew

each day, a staggering foot-
fall for a two-day event. By

annually, this translates into
crores of'rupees flowing to
AsSam’s transport sector..
Meanwhile, Meghalaya’s
transport infrastructure has
not kept pace with tourism

erators are present on major
aggregators.

None ofthese steps should
foster hostility toward out-
of-state taxis. The goal is to

CM Conrad Sangma | Lat-
est News India;- Hindustan
Times (https://www.hindu-
stantimesxom/india-news/
us-travel-advisory-linking-
meghalaya-with-terrorism-
incorrect-says-cm-conrad-
sangma-101750771833386.
html) ,, =
3.-Shillong Cherry Blos-
som Festival 2024 concludes
on ahigh, setsrecord for visi-,
tors - The Economic Times
(https://economictimes.in-
diatimes.com/news/india/
shillong-cherry-blossom-;
festival-2024-concludes-on-
a-high-sets-record-for-visi-
tors/articleshow/115375757.
cms?from=mdr) .

. 4. Meghalaya Unveils Vi-
sionary "Concert Economy"
with Cherry Blossom Festival
2025 - tourismindiaonline.!
com(https://tourismindiaon-
line.com/meghalaya-unveils-

empower Meghalaya’s work-
force to participate fully in
the boom.-Tourism can be a
rising tide for the Northeast-
but so far Meghalaya’s tide is
"lifting more ofits neighbour’s visionary-concert-economy-
boats. The solution is not to with-cherry-blossom-festi-
sinkthose boats, butto launch \31-2025-featuring-jason-
more Meghalaya boats. derulb-and-the-script/
Conclusion 5. EaseMyTrip bookings
Meghalaya’s tourism, to Northeast region doubled

surge shows that even remote

growth. New homestays and “states can become major

hotels arexoming up but get-
"ting visitors into the state still
depends heavily on Assam’s
facilities.
Plugging the Leaks

moretthan-SOjOO0-attendees-*

tain more of the value ere-
ated by its tourism boom? A

leveraging cultural asset§' holistic, pragmatic approach

such as music; art," cuisine
and natural beauty, the state’s

is needed—one that improves
connectivity while empower-

“concerteconomy” is paying. N9 local transport services.:

off. Recent figures indicate

The following- measures

that a public investment of Would help:

K23.5 crore in events gener-
ated!? 133.5 crore in eco-
nomic impact, with festivals
contributing nearly 5 percent
of annual tourist footfall.
The spillover benefits were

captured by communities’

and hospitality providers
during the. festive season.
Meghalaya’s soft power ie.
its music and cultural festi-
vals are clearly driving hard
economics, lifting arrivals
and lengthening stays:
The Cross-Border
W indfall

Amid this celebratory up-
swing, a curious anopialy has
emerged: a significant slice of
tourism revenue is spilling
acrossthe borderand enrich-
ing Meghalaya’s immediate
neighbour. The reason lies
in persistent connectivity
bottlenecks that savvy op-

they like neatness, or “so
depressed” because of a bad
day, or “traumatized” after

i *Enhance interstate trans-
port cooperation. In the inter-
- im, negotiate arrangements at
entry points to.share,tourist
trafficmorefairly. For exam-
ple, setup official Meghalaya
Tourism taxi counters at Gu-
wahati Airport and railway
station so visitors can opt for
Meghalaya-registered cabs or
shuttle buses. Coordination

with Assam authorities and

taxi unions will be essential
but woul4 ensure a fairer
share for Meghalaya’s drivers
even on Assam soil. »

* Accelerate direct con-
nectivity. Fast-track the ex-
pansion of Shillong (Umroi)
Airport and explore a green-

" field airport within the: state.
Longer runways and rtiore di-
« rect flights from major metro
cities would let tourists .fly
straight into Shillong. Like-

cancer is. We need mobile
community treatment teams
that reach villages arid small

destinations with the right
vision. But booming foot-
fall does not automatically
translate into optimal local
benefit. Without supportive

over the past year; Rikant
Pittie meets Conrad Sang-
ma, Pradyot Manikya - The
Tribune(https://www.tribu-
neindia.com/riews/business/
easemytrip-bookings-to-
northeast-regio'n-doubled-

—over-the-past-year-rikant-

economic gains can slip to
the nearesttransithub. As the
state gears up for even higher
arrivals, it must urgently ad-
dress the gaps that allow its
“hills of plenty” to be tapped
sub-optimally. m . .7
, Recent moves such as
increasing homestay sub-
sidies and training “tourist
buddies” are commendable.
Equally crucial, however,

pittie-meets-conrad-sangma-
pradyot-manikya/)

6. Meghalaya Faces Huge
Gap Between Demand and
Supply of Vehicles Despite,
Significant Increase in Tour-
ist (https://ukhrultinies.com/
meghalaya-faces-huge-gap-
between-demand-and-sup-
ply-of-vehicles-despite-sig-
nificant-increase-in-tourist/)

1-. Plight of taxi driv-

are the less glamorousinvest- ers: How can it be solved? |

ments: airports, rail lines,
bus terminals, taxi stands,,
kid better inter-departmental
coordination and regulation;
These will facilitate inflow,
prevent: economic spillage,
and generate employment for
local communities.
Ultimately,tourism should
be a tool for sustainable de-
velopment gf the host com-
munity; Meghalaya’s aim
should be that every visitor

The Shillong Tinies(https://
theshillongtimes.
com/2024/12/18/plight-of-
taxi-drivers-how-can-it-be-
solved/)

8. Tourism in Nagaland:
A one-month wonder? | Mot
rungExpre8s | morungex-
press.com (https://www.mo-
rungexpress.com/tourism-
in-nagaland-a®one-month-
wonder)

9: Kohima Chiethu Air-

who marvels at its waterfalls, ,, port -.Wikipedia (https://

living root bridges or music,

festivals leaves behind more:

than footprints a tangible
economic footprint in the

State itself. With pragmatic’

connectivity upgrades and;

What Zubeen’s

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ko-
hima_Chiethu_Airport)
(The writer is Senior Re-
searchAssociate andProject
Coordinator, North-East,
Pahle IndiaFoundation)

nomentous event, represent-

ing the Northeast as Cultural

a trivial event. These casual towns, not just metro hos-
misuses trivialize the very pitals. Patients should be
real suffering ofpatients who * supported to find work, to
fight these disorders every build dignity and indepen-

single day.

This is not-only ignorance
but a "collective failure " of
emotional intelligence. In
India, the poor and middle
class are left stranded —no
consistent therapy, no psy-
chiatric follow-ups, no social
support. The wealthy may,
afford medication or private
counseling, but even then,

dence, rather than being left
to survive on scraps or pity.
General hospitals must have
strong psychiatric wings but
never prisons in the name
of care. And above all, our
schools, colleges, and work-
places must talk openly about
mental health—because
stigma, can only'be broken
when knowledge becomes

families hide the diagnosis in » common.

shame. The result is silence,
abandonment, or exile to the!
streets.

As a medical student and
as. someone who believes
empathy is.as important as
knowledge, I'feel the gov-
ernment of-India must step
forward. If the West can
integrate mental health into
everyday'systems of care,
why can’t we? Psychiatric
treatment and therapy should
be covered by insurance the
same way heart disease or

, Mental illness is not rare, * -

not foreign, and not shame-
ful. It lives in, every city,
every village, every home.
Until we replace stigma with
science, and, silence with
support, India’s mentally ill
will remain unseen, unheard,
and uncared for. A nation that
prides itselfon progress can-
not leave its most vulnerable

behind.
; Yours etc.,
Akhil Dwivedi,

. [ Via email

Brand Ambassador. It- was
departure a mission filled with pride,
joy and festivity, of'course
teaChes_US with great expectation. Yet
fate inlerrupied. The sea of

about life
Editor uncertainty- claimed him with

When the news ofZubeen
Garg’s sudden death reached
us, it felt as if the sky over
Assam, nay the Northeast,
had lost its light. The man
who sang in forty languages,
who gave us mare than thirty-
eight thousand songs, who
can play a dozen instruments,
was suddenly gone. No warn-
ing, no encore!

; The crowd, that gathered
to say goodbye was unprec-
edented; believed to be the
fourth-largest public funeral
gathering. Of course, it was
a tide, of grief, roar of emo-

tion, a chorus of hearts once .

lifted by his musical.tal-,

a crueljolt. Yes,, life never
asks before it snatches a
breath. It moves on its own
rhythm, its own principles
untouched by our narrow
plans and ambitions! Didn’t
Meghalayans bid farewell to
our beloved DD Lapang about
a fortnight ago? How can we
forget Meghalaya’s musical
maestro, Neil Nongkynrih,
who departed far too soon,
leaving behind only a silence
that still echoes?

What an irony indeed and
it’s almost laughable that we
live in this world as if we’re
immortal We plan, we hoard,
we argue over petty issues
with the air ofarrogance. But

erit. It was living proof that ethe greattruth is, we all came

one's true wealth lies not in
possessions* but in love, it
inspires!- .
Well, Zubeen was in Sin-
gapore, not for leisurely fun,*
but for a purpose — very

here with a return ticket. No
one knows when it’s due. It
could be today, it could be to-
morrow, or in ahundred years
—though that’s very rare. Yet
we behave as ifit’s all in our

CAA Protests not Communal
- Unpacking Umar Khalid’s

Bail Rejection Order
By Vedant Chaudhury

Earlier this month, Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam,,
the prime accused in OTcftes-
trating the Delhi Riots of
2020 were denied bail by the
Hon’ble Delhi High Court. In
its elaborate common judg-
ment the Delhi, High Court
decided on the bail applica-
tion of a number of-other
student leaders co-accused
in the Delhi Riots. Bail to the
;accusedwas denied primarily
since in the view ofthe court,
from the chargesheet it was
apparent that the accused
had participated in exciting
communal tensions, which
finally culminated in com-
munal violence, This piece
breaks down the context of
the word “communal” and
argues thatraising awareness'
amongst Muslims against the
CAA should not be regarded
as an act intended to spread
communal tensions.

While recording its rea-
sons for denying bail the
court has referred to section
43D(5) ofthe UnlaSvful Ac-
tivies- Prevention Act, 1967
(UAPA); which.provides
that any person accused of
an offence under the UAPA
would'be denied bail where
the chargesheet shows a
prima facie case against the
accused: In simpler words, if
the.chargesheet offiled by the
prosecution makes out a case

against the accused, and to :

the Court it appears apparent
that the accused has commit-;
ted an offence, then bail shall
not be granted, i

The case made out against
both Imam.and Khalid is
that they were involved in
the creation of “communal
groups” on WhatsApp, and
engaged in mobilizing of
Muslims across the country.
The prosecution has sought
to establish before the court
a chain of events showing
that-Khalid and Imam were
actively involved in reaching

dentsofJNU 1”,to mobilize *
Muslim students to protest. r
The prosecution presents
this evidence to establish
that the present case is one ¢
with a strong “communal”
undertone, which the court
cannot fail to consider.

- All the evidence alleged
aboveis yetto be established
by the prosecution before
the Trial Court. However
even if all the evidence of
the prosecution is accepted,
their case suffers from two
fatal flaws.

The Delhi Riots were a
culmination of the peace-
ful protests that.had been-
ongoing in Delhi Since the
passing of the Citizenship
Amendment. Bill, ,2019 by ..
.the Parliament. The Bill,.
(now an Act) in effected
granted accelerated citizen-..
ship to Hindu, Sikhs, Chris-
tians, Parsis, Jains and Bud-
dhists Who had entered India
from Afghanistan, Pakislan,
or Bangladesh on or before
31 December, 2014.

The'act, although ap-
parently benign, was fun-
damentally discriminatory
towards Muslims.- Thus
evidently, the act had a

. disproportionate iiripact on
Muslims, instantly relegat-
ing them to the position of-
a_“second-classrcitizen”.
Since Muslims had been -
singularly impacted by the
law, it was only logical to ¢
expect that Muslims would
be the>most proactive, to <
protest against the same.
In this context,-the accused
making.specific groups
for Muslims students to
participate'in; protests, or
the accused reaching out to
Muslim population across
India must not be seen as
an actto divide the country m

mon the lines ofreligion, but
rather as an act to consoli-;
date raise awareness,of an
unjust law within that seg-

out to student communities, - ment of society that Would

specifically student bodies at
universities.

The prosecution has point-
ed outthat Imam had visited
the Jamia Milia Islamia Uni-
versity and the Aligarh Mus-
lim University, both minor-
ity institutions for Muslims
to mobilize the support of-
Muslim students, thus clearly
establish- communal motive
on part of the accused. Fur-

be most impacted by it.

, The Pelhi, Riots took
place in 2020, the accused
in the case have been in de-
tention for nearly five years,,
without any hopes of being
released soon.

The riots will remain
etched as one of the most =
cruel and violent days in >
the history of independent -
India. It is difficult to erase

ther, the'accused distributed1 the rnemories of the riot

pamphlets and gave speeches
in Muslim majority localities
across Delhi. Accused-also
visited; cities with Muslim
majority population where
the gave speeches to mobilize
Muslims.

.The prosecution also al-
leges that the accused were
instrumental in’creating a
number ofcommunal groups,
forexample on 04.12.2019, a
group by the name “Muslim
Students of Jamia” was cre-
ated by the accused, a similar
WhatsApp group was created
by the name “Muslim Stu-

control. Even the food we
painstakingly prepare and
enjoy with our tiny two-inch
taste buds slips' beyond our
control the momentwe swal-
low it. Just think, what ifthe,
liver forgets to secrete its en-
zymes, or the heart misses a
beat? Spme'enigmatic forces,
are at work. We breathe, we
blink, we digest —all without
command. This inner ma-
chinery runs, but who really
holds the remote? Sorry for
this digression. — " ...
In my eyes, Zubeen’s last
journey was more than.,a
farewell. It was a reminder,
a solemn whisper. A les-
son delivered directly from
existence itself - that none
can negate death. Despite his
lame, his genius, his wealth,
he left empty-handed, as all
must. At the end of the day
what truly endures is not
What we accumulate, but
what we radiate— the love
we. sow,- the joy and com-
passion we scatter, and the
legacy we leave behind.
Hence, if we understand
this impermanence ofour ex-
istence, would we still cling
to envy, anger, arrogance, or

.from the minds*of people;
who watched the violence
transpire. In such an event,;
it becomes easy to direct
.public anguish on a few
i scapegoats, and parade them
as an emblem of the riots,
as their mastermind, or or-
chestrators. There can be
no denying that prima facie
it appears that the accused
called for peaceful protest
againsta law, butitwould be
unfair to blame the accused .
forviolence that ensued as a
consequence of many other
factors.

greed? Or would we leam t
to choose kindness over
ego, forgiveness over pride?;
Would we notpause and ask
—what are we really fighting;
Jfor, when all battles end at
the same shore!

So let us not mourn him;
with emotion today only to
forget him tomorrow. Show
respect to him, and to all our
beloved ones who have left
us, by choosing to live better

. lives and by remembering
that life is a gifted breath
from some uncanny power.
We can offer each moment as
a quiet tribute to the eternal m
rhythm that moves us all::
Therefore, strive to awaken
before the mysterious force
of time drowns .us without

-notice. Make asincere effort
to correct our coursewhile
the compass of conscience
still responds.

, Yours etc.;

Salil Gewali,

- Shillong
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“Action springs notfrom thought, but
from a readinessfor responsibility:” *

G. M. Trevelyan
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Of Ethnocentric Biases
THE Hynniewtrep Integrated Territorial Organisa-
tion (HITO), another pressure group claiming to fight
for the rights of the Hynniewtrep people in a state
ofmany ethnic communities that have co-existed in
the State of Meghalaya is presumptuous to say: the
least. The word Hynniewtrep is essentially used to
play mind games with ordinary people who don’t

politics. The latest demand by HITO is that the recent
cabinet'reshuffle should have seen the exit of Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma and he being replaced by
a Khasi or Jaintia MLA. In a world that’s turning
global and relationships are built over continents,
courtesy the digital "technology it is ridiculous to
suggest that even the chief ministerial post should
be rotated. The question is whether this is HITO’s
own agenda or that of forces working behind the

scenes.

Political observers will agree that the MDA 1&2
government has taken several initiative's in the area
of Health, Tourism, Industry and that the Govern-
menthas engaged with the issues plaguing education
in the state. Education comes with a huge backlog
since the problems have been allowed to simmer
instead ofbeing tackled head on. Ghost schools were
allowed -to function due to political pressure. The
condition of several schools inthe State but more so
in Garo Hills is pathetic. The MDA-2 Government
has at least publicly acknowledged the existence of
such schools and will be pushed to take action. The
Opposition should have rightly demanded that such
schools be closed down at once but such discussions
did not feature during the Assembly sessions. The
three tribes agreed to jointly fight for statehood and
on certain agreed terms. Hence the job Reservation
Policy with 40:40:20 ratio came up and is still work-
ing. The idea was to allow a space where the three
tribes would arrive at a point where they are equally
competent. Just as the Constitution mandates that the.
Reservation Policy at the national level should be
revisited every ten years, the leaders of Meghalaya
then should have agreed on asimilar agreement. Blit
revising the Policy requires evidence-based research
to establish if the Garo community has come at par
with the Khasi-Jaintia people.

To drag the Reservation Policy into the realm of
politics,js an overreach, that is better disregarded.
The NPP is today in the majority with 33 MLAs and
docs not really need parties with 2 M”™-As to support
the Government, but keeping in mind the fluid co-
alition politics of Meghalaya, CM Conrad Sangma
has tread cautiously so as not to offend the coalition
partners. Politics has its constraints and Only those
in the rough and tumble of it can grasp its pitfalls. .
Politics means having to accommodate the whims
of those who manage the Party’s finances. This is
certainly not ail ideal arrangement and it happens
because elections, cost money. If the influence of
money power is reduced, carpetbaggers will have
no place in politics. Ideally the most competent, no
matter from which tribe should run the government.
Its time to free our minds of ethnocentric biases.,

Letters to the Editor

Another Year,
Another Rigged
Shillong Club
Election

Editor,

I write this not merely as
a member of Shillong Club
but as a deepily concerned
stakeholder in one of the
oldest,” most prestigious,
and historically important
institutions in our State.
The Shillong Club, once
regarded as a bastion of fel-
lowship, culture, and civic
leadership, has, over the
years, been reduced to a
cautionary tale ofmanipula-
tion, exclusion, and systemic
abuse of process. What is
unfolding in the name of
elections, governance, and
administration within the
Club is nothing-short of a
democratic farce — one
that demands immediate
public scrutiny, investigative
reporting, and journalistic
intervention.

The Hojlow.Ritual of
Elections : Every two years,
members of, Shillong Club
are summoned to participate
in elections to the governing
body. In theory, this should
be a process embodying
fairness, transparency,' and
the democratic voice of the
800+ members. In practice,

however, these elections
m have degenerated into a care-
fully orchestrated charade.
The same set ofindividuals,
shuffling among themselves,
reappear on the .govern-
ing board— masquerading
continuity as renewal, and
presenting collusion,as con-
sensus.

The introduction of e-
votirigin place ofthe earlier
physical proxy voting has
only cemented this cycle
of manipulation. Where
once members could rely
on the tangible verifiability
of proxy votes, the. digital
system has created a black
box -—one that is neither
independently audited nor-
subjectto checks and balanc-
es. The lack of third-party
oversighthas allowed the.en-
trenched group of directors
to engineer outcomes that
always fall in their favour,
thus converting what should
be atransparentprocess into
a sophisticated scam dressed
up as democracy.

. Members have long whis-
pered their suspicions, but
the pattern is now undeni-
able: each cycle produces
identical results, with the
same clique retaining power
under the guise of legitima-
cy. This is not coincidence;
it is control. ,

., Economics of Control:It
is important to understand
that the manipulation of

Y esterday over tea, a
friend and | were proudly

talking about how lucky we m

are to live ip Meghalaya,
a state where women are
respected, where linkage
runs through mothers, where
daughters also inherit prop-
erty, and where clan, names
are passed down through
women. And then my friend
asked the one question that’
pulled the rug from under
my pride: “If women are so
central here, why are they not
in politics?”

| froze. Because the an-
swerwas as obvious as itwas
embarrassing: nowhere: near
the cabinettable. That simple
question sent me looking
back into our own history.

Itisnotas ifwomen here
never led. Women from the
Northeast joined the Non-
Cooperation, Civil Disobedi-
ence, and Quit India move-
ments alongside men during
the freedom ‘struggle. In
1937,:Shillong’s own Ma-
vis Dunn (Lyngdoh) made
history as the first' woman*
elected to the Assam Assem-'
bly. By 1939, she entered the
Assam Cabinetand iswidely
described as the first woman
cabinet minister in India. -Yet
today, 86 years after Dunn
brokethatceiling, the state of
Meghalaya boasts ,a cabinet
with not one woman in it
Clearly, it does seem women
have not been given enough
opportunities since.

Whenever someone raises
this question, the response
is consistently the same:
coalition politics are com-
plex. Regional balance, party
equations, stability: all of it
gets cited; But it leaves one
uneasy thoughthanging..:are
women somehow seen as a
destabilizing factor? .

After the latest reshuffle,
what was cited was that'

changes were about balanc- ¢

iflg districts® honouring co-,
alition partners, and making
what is called a “midterm
course correction.” That is
fairenough, | feel. However,
it is important to acknowl-
edge that the induction of
new faces inevitably leads
to on-the-job learning. Some
of the new ministers are
stepping intoresponsibilities
they have never held before.
Which begs the obvious
question: if the'system can
accommodate newcomers
who will inevitably learn
governance as they go, why
not extend the same op-

portunity to a Woman leg- =

islator? After all, we have
had women in politics here
who have proventhemselves
more than capable.

And yet the numbers tell
a sobering story. Since 1972,
women’s representation has
never crossed single digits
in the Assembly. Even in
2023, justthree women were
elected out of 60 MLAs. A
later by-election raised the

elections is not an end in
itself. Rather, it is a means
to perpetuate financial and
administrative control over'
the vast assets; revenues,
and opportunities available
within the Shillong Club.
Recently, a well-circulated
dossier has come to light
among members, document-
ing;in detail the misappro-
priations, irregularities, and
questionable practices ofthe
directors.

This dossier, corrobo-
rated by internal records,
illustrates how the same
office-bearers have:

Misused Club funds for
personal benefit under the
cover of sanctioned expen-
ditures.

Awarded contracts and
tenders to favoured enti-
ties, often with conflicts of

interest. o
Manipulated member-

"ship admissions to favour

associates, while keeping-
deserving applicants waiting
indefinitely.

Diverted resources meant
forcommunity and member

; welfare into projects serving

narrow private interests.

Suppressed dissent by
monopolising information
flow, restricting access to
financial records, and intimi-
dating those who question
irregularities.

It is no hyperbole to say
that the Shillong Club, in-

at the Table?

By WariniekiLyngwa

number to four, still only 6.7*
percent. Contrast that with
the voter rolls: women con-
sistently outnumber men in
Meghalaya’s electorate. The
latest rolls list 1,028 women
for every 1,000 men. There-
fore, itbegs us to question...
women vote more, they turn
outmore, so Why are they be-
ing excluded from position”
ofpower?.

It does riot help when
defenders of the status quo
add insult to injury. Arecent
write-up defending the cabi-
net reshuffle was headlined,
“No Seats at the Table, But
Plenty in the Field.” It.ar-
gued that as long as women
benefit from schemes, SHGs,
and welfare initiatives, their
absence in the. cabinet is
not a crisis but a temporary
phase. Such an argument is
almost laughable. That is
equivalent to stating: “Do
not be concerned if women
are prohibited from enter-
ing the kitchen; at least they

*

as ‘Kong Kei’, showed how
women in leadership can
truly reshape institutions.
She strengthened police in-
frastructure in far-flung dis-
tricts, brought more women
into the force, took on drug
abuse and youth crime, and
always balanced tough deci-
sions with a humane touch.
So, the evidence is over-
whelming: once women en-
ter the room, they do not sit
quietly as tokens, but'they
legislate, they negotiate, and
they deliver. o,

The lesson running

\'through all these examples is

unmistakable. When women
enter decision-making, the
agenda shifts. Health, educa-
tion, and welfare, which men
sometimes dismiss as “soft
issues”, reveal themselves
as the hard spine of real de-
velopment.

. S0 no, it is not enough
Vo say women “get enough
from the field.” They must
also decide what the field

“Welfare is notpower. Selfhelp groups
are not ministries. Access to schemes is not
the same as access to decision-making:
Cabinetseats matter because they decide the
size ofthose schemes, the scale ofbudgets, and
the direction ofpolicy.”

are provided for outside the
door.” And if food is a meta-
phor, dear gentleman‘Jack’,
then you, should know this:

.whenwomen finally sitat the , .

table, they do not just take-
whatis served. They change
the menu.

. And here is why it mat-
ters. Research by Chattopad-
hyay & Duflo (2004) shows
that Panchayats led by.wom-
en invested more in water,
sanitation, and in some cases
education. In Bihar, women
once dismissed as “proxies”
grew into formidable leaders *
who reshaped village poli-
tics'. Globally, Rwanda, rose
from genocide to having the
highestpercentage ofwomen
MPs in the world, and withl
it came transformative laws
on inheritance and gender
violence. Bangladesh,, once
considered socially conser-
vative, has produced Women
prime ministers. Mexico just
elected its first woman presi- -
dent, Claudia Sheinbaum,
thanks to systematic quotas
that required parties'to field

. equal numbers of male and

female Candidates. In Eu-
rope, France mandates zip-
per rules for some elections,
while parties in Sweden and
Spain have long adopted
“zipped” lists to ensure male ¢,
and female candidates alter-
nate on ballots. Ifwe lookno ;
further than our own state,1
Roshan Warjri fondly known

stead of being a beacon .of
community leadership, has
been, reduced to the private
fiefdom ofa few individuals
who use the Club’s reputa-
tion as a shield while exploit:
ing its meriibers as pawns.

Legal and Ethical Dimen-
sions : At thisjuncture, it is
vital to frame the matter not
simply as a club’s internal
squabble, butas an issue that
carries broader legal, ethical,:
and societal implications.

Violation .o-f the Right
to Fair Participation: By
manipulating the electoral,
'‘process, the directors are
effectively disenfranchising
hundreds of meriibers. who
are entitled to a genuine say
in the governance of the
institution.

Deficiency ofService un-
der the Consumer Protection
Act (2019): Members who
pay subscriptioris, fees, and
levies are legally “consum-
ers” entitled to transparency,
fairness, and hone'st ad-
ministration. The deliberate -
distortion of elections and
finances constitutes a classic
case ofdeficiency in service
and unfair trade practice.

Potential Criminal Li-
ability: Misappropriation of
funds, diversion of assets,
and fraudulent misrepre-
sentation ofelectoral results
could invite action under
various sections ofthe Indian
Penal Code, including cheat-

looks like. Welfare is not
.power. Self-help groups are
not ministries. Access to

schemes is not the same as -

access to decision-making.
Cabinet seats matter be-
cause they decide the size
,0f those scheriies, the scale
ofbudgeis, and the direction
of policy. Keeping women
out ofthat room means their
empowerment will always
remain conditional, filtered
through someone else’s pri-
orities. Call that “stability” if
you like. But let us be honest
that itis stability for the men
who still keep the keys to the
cabinet.

And it is not as though
the leadership has beenblind,
to this truth. Our chief min-
ister, known to be just and
wise, once said, “Women
leadership implies creation
of agency for women that

will enable them to take .

decisions and participate
in the developmental pro-
cess...” These words ring in
,my head today. If we.agree,
then a cabinet seat, one ofthe
highest agencies ofpower, is
.exactly where women should
be. This is why many of-us
will deeply miss seeing a
woman leader in the cabinet
today.

So what are the fixes?
Honestly, in my opinion,
they are not out of reach or
drastic.

"Start by giving tickets.

ing (Section 420), criminal
breach oftrust (Section 406),
and criminal conspiracy
(Section 120B). .

.Breach ofFiduciary Duty:
Directors of any registered
society or company owe
fiduciary duties ofcare, loy-
alty, and accountability. The
wyilful breach of these obli-
gations is not only unethical
but actionable under law.

Impact on Public Confi-
dence: Shillong Club is not
just any private body; it is
a civic landmark, a symbol s
of Shillong’s heritage. Its
capture by vested interests
undermines public confi-
dence in institutions and sets
a dangerous precedent of
unaccountable governance. '

Why This Concerns the
Public at Large : One may
argue thatthis is an “internal
matter” ofthe Shillong Club.
I submit, respectfully, that it
is much mpre than that. The
Shillong Club is an institu-
tion whose actions ripple
across Shillong’s social,
cultural, and economic life.
Its governance affects not
only its members but also
the city’s reputation, tour-
ism, hospitality, and business
networks.

When electionsare rigged,
when transparency is sacri-
ficed, and when financial
misappropriation becomes
institutionalised, the dam-
age is not confined within

.Women cannot possibly win
elections if parties do not
even put’them, on the EVM
panel in the firstplace. Yes,
sortie studies point out that
women seem reluctant to
contest elections. But let us
' be honestaboutwhy/It is not
thatwomen do not care about
politics. It is that they are
weighed down by household
responsibilities or raised in
the belief that politics is a
man’s world. This mindset
has prevented many women
«in Meghalaya from beyrig
considered serious decision-
makers.

However, the solution
does not lie.in simply dis-
missing their lack of inter-
est.'The answer-is to create
the sarile kind of support
system men receive. Mentor
them. Train them. Push them
forward. Encourage them to
step into leadership with the
same energy parties us” for

".their male candidates.

Most importantly 1 feel,
the government needs to set
an example by givingwomen
today more space and power,
as leaders who shape deci-

‘sions. Because whenyoung
people, whether Gen Z or
even us millennial (if it is
not too late for some of us),
see women standing tall in
politics, it sparks something.

Ittells a girl somewhere that
it is not too late to dream
bigger, and it reminds a boy
that leadership is not just a
man’s world. That is how
examples are set, and that is
how change begins.

When you do all these, we
*will see women rise. Because
eopportunity does not just
reveal talent, it builds it. And
until we build that pathway,
all the talk about “agency”
will just be chatter..

Inthe end, women ofMe-
ghalaya are everywhere, be it

in our markets/our homes,
our offices, and on the'voter
rolls. They have been free-
dom fighters, legislators,
and even ministers (once
upon a time). What they
lack is not capability but op-
portunity. We call ourselves
matrilineal, but until women
:sit at the. cabinet table, it .is
nothing more than a slogan:
a tourism tagline with no
political teeth.

If we can gamble With
coalition experiments every
two and a half years, surely,
we Can dare to experiment
with inclusivjty once. Naveen
,Patnaik. showed courage
in Odisha by fielding 33%
women candidates, including
housewives, and proved that
women win when given a fair
chance. Meghalaya can do
the same and make cabinet
berths reflect the diversity of
the state’s electorate.

; Because if women are
everywhere in the field, why
are they still missing from
the main table?

Club walls — it erodes the
values of fairness and ac-
countability in our broader
civic life.

Role of the Press

The press exists to shine
the light in places where
those in power Would pre-
fer darkness. The Shillong
Times has,, for decades,
stood as a sentine} of de-
mocracy and public interest
in Meghalaya. Today, the
Shillong Club represents
a story waiting ¢ indeed
demanding — to be told.
This is a subject of serious™
investigative reporting. This
is riot about sensationalism
but about restoring credibil-
«ity to one ofour city’s oldest
institutions. By highlight-
ing the systemic electoral
manipulation,'the' financial
misappropriations, and the
democratic deficit withinthe,
Club, the press can serve as
the conscience-keeper ofour
community.

Suggested Investigative
Angles: In the interest of
publje; service journalism,
'may | respectfully suggest a
few starting points for your
reporters:

Audit the e-voting mech-
anism: Who manages it? Is
there an independent third-
party auditor? Can results be
verified transparently?

Review the financial
statements: Compare de-.
clared expenditures against

Time for
re-ruralizatioh

By Barnes Mawrie

It is said that about 92%.
ofJapan’s populatidn lives in
cities leaving the rural areas
deserted and, uninhabited.,
In fact, the government is
offering financial incen-
tives to push the population
back to the rural areas. This
phenomenon is very much
observed in Northeast India
especially in the tribal 8tates.
In Mizoram almost 60% of
the population is located in
Aizawl city alone. The 2011
census shows that the rural
population.of Meghalaya
stands at 79.9% while the
urban population is over
20%. However, consider-
ing the fact that Meghalaya
like most tribal states in
the region, has only pne
actual metropolitan city,
Shillong, this urban percent-
age is a matter of concern.
Besides this, the migration
from the rural areas to the
city of Shillong is gaining
momentum'from year to
year. The census of East
Khasi Hills district indicates
55.6%-.0f rural population
and 44.4% urban population.
This proves that our city of
Shillong'is overpopulated.
This is the reason why we
’experience so much of ad-
verse impact in the city.

Extreme urbanization has
led to deforestation of large
areas. It is enough to drive

find jobs finally eiid up in

_anti-social activities; Some

of them- become drug ad-
dicts or alcoholics, others
bcx-ome thieves and robbers
while not a few of.them are
engaged in prostitution. .

It is time for the govern-
ment to think seriously on:
the policy-ofre-ruralization.
In Japan, thegovernment
offers financial incentives
to people to repopulate the
rural areas. Our rural youth
must be motivated to go *
back to their villages and
pursue the noble profession
of agriculture, horticulture,
pisciculture: and cattle rear-
ing. There is so much wealth
and prospectsin the rural ar-
eas that are being wasted or /
overlooked. With attractive '

financial/incentives fromthe o

'‘government, perhaps these i
youths would be drawn back
to their villages. Agriculture
arid other allied activities,-
should evolve from being
riierely work for sustenance
as it is being done now, to
commercialization. This can
be'done if the.'government
provides the'farmers with
moderritechriOlogy and since:
our youth are educated, they :
can take these activities to a
higher level. This approach
wiU be a great blessing to .
our state, since we are still
dependent on other states for

along the New Shillong area m our food supply.. ;

arid one can witness the fast
disappearance of forests
due to the construction of
new residences. We will riot
be surprised to see this area
devoid of green cover in the:
cpurse'of a few years. How
unfortunate, when we see
Bhutan which is already a
minus zero.C02 emitting
country,.is still planting
thousands of tree saplings,
we in Meghalaya who are
experiencing rising tem-
perature and C02 increase,
we still continue to.deplete,
our forests. We all know
that trees give out"oxygen

and absorb C02 and so by .

cutting down trees we are
deprived ofthe double ben-
efit. Unchecked urbanization
also leads to overpopula-
tion which consequently
increases traffic congestion.

Shillong is witnessing
a very fast growth of au-
tomobiles while our roads
remain the same. As-a mat-.
ter. of fact, today there is
no corner of the city which
is not busy and there is
no by-road which is traffic
free. Shillong has reached a
point oftraffic saturation and.
if urbanization continues,
we may need to go back

Considering the fact that -¢
our state is itself a God-
given natural beauty, eco-
tourism in therural areas can
be a great economic boost.
This can also be anotherway .
of luring the youth to their
villages from the city life.'
Our state should stop itscen-:
ftripetal policy of develop-
ment and adopt a centrifugal
policy. Itis a shame thatafter
more than halfa century of
our statehood, we have only
one metropolitan city. Other
states in our country each -
have a number of big cities
.which helps in equal distri-:
bution ofthe stale’s popula-
tion and prevents rushing:
to the capitals. liven our
neighbouring state of Assam,
has got at least nine major;
cities (Guwahjiti, Tezpur,
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Silchar,
Tinsukia, Bongaigaon.Dhu-
bri and Barpeta). In Megha-
laya, Tura, Nongstoin and
Jowai arc still considered
towns and they have not yet
developed into cities. This
is the reason Why all roads
still lead to Shillong thereby
resulting in overpopulation,
traffic congestion and polr
liition. ;

The present government.

to perambulation arid park m seems to be a very proactive

our vehicles at home. The
growing migration of rural
youth to the city is another
factor that contributes to
congestion. Many Of them
are drawn either by a pursuit
ofbettereducation, by quick
buck or by the glamour of
city life itself. Many ofthese
youths who are unable to

the irregularities flagged in
the dossier.

Examine conflict of inter-
est patterns in awarding con-
tracts, tenders, or services.

Interview members (in-
cluding dissenters) to gauge
the extent of dissatisfaction
with the current regime.

Investigate the history of
eelectoral results to demon-
strate the statistical improb-
ability ofthe same clique
winning repeatedly without
manipulation.

Contextualise the Shillong
Club’s governance against
best practices in democratic
societies and member-run
institutions.

Call for Accountability

The Shillong Club cannot
be allowed-toremain a Closed
loop ofrecycled leadership,
sham elections, and financial
opacity. Its 800+ members
deserve better; the City of

. Shillong deserves better. It
is time that sunlight - the
best disinfectant — is al-.
lowed to penetrate its opaque
structures.

We, the members, are not
asking for favours. We are
demanding whatis rightfully
ours: a transparent, fair, and
democratic institution that
serves its members rather
than exploiting them.

Editor;! appeal to you in
the strongest possible terms
to investigate, report, arid
editorialise on this,issue with

one and a lot has already

«been done towards improv- m

ing the situation. | hope that
this government will go‘a
step further as to adopt a
centrifugal- development
policy in the state for that is
the only permanent solution
to overcrowding and degra-
dation of our city.

the seriousness it merits. A
great many of us, though in-
dividually powerless against
entrenched directors, still
believe in the collective,
power of truth and public
accountability.

IfThe ShillongTimes can *
lend its voice to this cause, it'
would not only servejustice
within the Club but also reaf-
firm its own historic role as
the protector of democratic
values in Meghalaya. ,

e We members remain
available, to share evidence,
records, and testimonies
that may aid your investi-.
gafion. The dossier..men-
tioned above is already in -
circulation and can serve as
a fouridational document for
further inquiry..

This is an opportunity
for the press to remind those
who abuse their power that
no manipulation, however w

.sophisticated, can withstand

the scrutiny of truth when it
is courageously told.

Thank you for your time,
attention,-and commitment
to journalism in the public
interest.

Yours etc.,
Name, withheld on request,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are-
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

*



he animal world is incred-
ibly' colourful, and behind this
colour palette is a constant
game of survival.

Most animals usp camouflage,
covering themselves in stealthy pat-
terns to hide from predators. Others
display bright and bold colours to
warn potential predators they are not
a good meal. t [ | C

. This second strategy is known a
aposematism or warning colouration.
Although less common than camou-
flage, it has evolved hundreds oftimes
in butterflies, beetles, bugs, sea slugs,
poison frogs and even birds.

One long-standing question is why
species use one of these strategies
over the cfther. Is one of these strate-
gies usually more successful? Under
which specific circumstances does one
strategy beat the other?

Our new study, published today

in Science, helps answer these ques-
tions. » .

Testing multiple theories

Both camouflage and aposematism
can co-exist in the same region.
In Australia, for example, there

are many examples of camouflaged,

insects such as the spotted predatory
katydids and the lichen spiders.

On the other hand; species such as
the tfotton harlequin bug - a common
stink bug found in urban areas - and
the handmaiden moth display bright
orange and ted colours to advertise
to> predators they are not a pleasant
meal.

_Some animals (but fewer) such as
mountain katydids even use both strat-
egies by changing colour; or hiding
and revealing colourful patches.

. There are dozens of theories about
why some species are camouflaged
instead ofwarningly coloured, and itis
a challenge to puli'these ideas apart.

Small localised studies have inde-
pendently tried to test the effect of dif-
ferent factors separately. For example,
we know light levels are important in
the success of camouflage strategies.

We also know the success of
warning colouration often relies on
predators having experienced the prey
before, and having learned to avoid

By PL Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast

Moon sextile Mercury on your solar return chart and it will give exceptional
results. You will get good financial gains in your business. You also need to
take some tough business decisions. You will also get loan tor your business/
projects. Vour relations with bosses will remain perfect. But.you will face tough m
competition, from business rivals. Your relatives will also cooperate with you. /
Both husband and wife will take care of each other, and they will have proper
coordination. You will also get moral and emotional support from life' partner
and family.Those who are single will get married. Students will get admission
in courses/institutes of their choice. You, will be concerned with the education,
marriage and careerofyourchild. Everyone will respectyou foryourcooperative
and supportive nature. Elders will keep giving blessings. :

This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 -April 20) Yourendeavors, confidence and courage bring success
in monetary gains*and your energy increases for work projects,
and yourjob environmentis lively. Thisisatime for self-expression,.. . v
when you have .lots of energy, but not necessarily self-discipline
to match. You express yourself creatively, through activities with ;
children, romantic hobbies, or sports, shorttrips,'and otherforms
of communication and making connections, appeal strongly. Itis
easierthan usual to be sensible about your diet, health, hygiene, .,

and fitness needs.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) This phase brings love, harmony and entertainment.
into professional and personal relations. Your mind is often<lis-1
tracted, particularly when required to stickto a routine. You migftt
spend a lot of time travelling and visiting friends and relatives. \
You are slightly more defensive and certainly more protective
than usual. You might engage in arguments with, or on behalf;
of, those closest to you. Focus and a centering of thoughts are
called for to achieve a balance. Your attention to the logical world

of reason is a focus.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) You'are looking to expand your activities, and you
may find that you have a lot of energy for higher studies, travel,
or brand-new subjects. This enables you to make headway on
the professional front. You will be considerably more productive,
healthy, and focused. Extra care should be exercised:when it
comesto writing letters, emails, making phone calls i.e. with com- .
municationsingeneral. Itwould also bewiseto double-checkyour :
communications before sending them off. Your mind is especially
inquisitive when learning, shorttrips, and other forms of commu-
nication and making connections, appeal strongly.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) this isfavorable week for hobbies, sports and competi- m
live exams. You display great skills that win you appreciationand =
bring about an opportunity to travel. Beware of a covetous and
suspicious person around youwho could cause misunderstanding
inyour personal relationships. Youwould be able to maintain peace
and harmony at home. You try to be just and fair when making
decisions, as you do your best to see both sides of an issue and
be objective. Artistic self-expression isimportant, possibly through
music, fashion and writing. People notice and admire you for your
pleasant and cheerful personality.’,

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) There will be an increase in confidence, courage and
effort at the workplace. It's a great time to do something entirely
[ ] new and pioneering. Discussions and ideas about finances and
material security figures strongly. You may spend extra money
on things that will make your life more comfortable and pleasant.
Work that needs to be done in'and around the home becomes
a priority. You may seek opportunities to. boost your feeling of
security and comfort. Although you like the good things of life
and may spend'quite a bit your innate sense of security will not ,
permit you to go overboard to the point of extravagance. You
will have the ability to build up financial reserves and resources,
for this placement you can bring a good deal of success in all

F*.

monetary pursuits.

Virgo: (August 24 mSeptember 22) There will be cordial relations between family

[ ] and relatives. Friends and loved onestake priority. People atwork
mightbesurprisedbyyourabilitytoassertyourselfandyourneeds.
You don't find yourself lacking in opportunities to socialize. You
are likely to enjoy a strong feeling of happiness and solidarity in

j i
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warning signals.

But is lighting or predator learning
ability more important? Results from
a single place tell us about that place,
butwe see the same strategies all over
the world.

Do strategies perform the same way
everywhere? To solve this mystery,
our large team of collaborators ran
the same experiment'in 16 different
countries around the world, in dif-
ferent forests with different levels of
light, and dilferent'prey and predator
communities.

15,000 paper moths

Together we deployed more than
15,000 artificial prey - paper moths t
with three different colours: a classic
warning pattern of orange-and-black,
a sneaky brown that blends in, and an
uncommon bright blue-and-black.

Each paper target was baited with
a mealworm,, which allowed us to

‘Star - Gazing’
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measure the survival of each type of
colouration. If the bait was taken, we
assumed a predator decided to con-
sume "that target.

The typical warning colour repre-
sented the widely distributed orange-
and-black combination we see in many

1toxic animals, such as the monarch

butterfly and poison frogs®

The uncommon warning colour
corresponded to a less used warning
pattern, that is still highly visible,
similar to the Ulysses butterfly.

Having these two warning colou-
erations allowed us to test whether
predators avoid the orange-and-black
signal because it is familiar or simply
because it js highly visible.

We found there is no single “best”
strategy. Instead, the local predators,
local prey,, and the forest, light all
contributed to whether camouflage
or warning colours were most protec-
tive.

friendship, orwith groups of like-minded individuals: Youare more

long as you don't expend energy without results.

Libra: (September 23 mOctober 23) This period brings success, responsibility and
maturity. Loyalty and sensitivity iri your relationships are more
important, to you. You are especially fond of domestic, life and

: look at home and family. You are more receptive and gentler on

aromantic level and tend to be sentimental or nostalgic now. You
may particularly value the aesthetics in and around your home

duringthis period. Ifthings are chaoticon the homefront, youwill do

: whateveryou canto create a peaceful and stable atmosphere. You
might explore various ways to increase personal funds, resulting
in more than one avenue foI r*nonetary gain this: yveek.

Scorpio: (October 24- November 22) This phése is good for money,"“family, status
and happiness. More loving relationships with your children may.

V ; valso befigured how. Your magnetism skyrockets. Yet, you are not

aggressive in your approach to Ipve. Instead, you are attracted

- more ifyou allowyourselfto be pursued. Creative self-expression

*of any kind is favored. At this time, you instinctively know how to
piace yourselfinthe best light in orderto makea good impression
"on others. Any love affair begun nowwill be characterized by good

. cheer, having fun, and a fair share of emotions.* r,

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)Public relations work; promotion and
other such endeavors are highlighted. You are looking to expand
your activities, and you may find thatyou have a lot of energyfor
travel, or brand-new subjects to broaden your mind; Diplomacy,

correctness in manner, finesse, and charm will be a big plus in

aiding financial gains, especially inareas requiring publiccontact.,
You feel attracted tojnteliigent people with whom you can com-

municate well and exchange ideas during the week. You know how
to relate to others, and you do it in a natural and warm manner.,

Your mind is especially inquisitive whejn learning or establishing

communications. You use information and data, add the, weight

of knowledge and experience and utilizeft judiciously.,";.-

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20This is an excellenttime to create a budget
' or financial plan, or to rid yourself of old habits that undermine

I S your sense of personal power and self-mastery. Spending time
. with someone special is a’focus. Smoothing out your close per-
sonal relationships aridt creating stronger bonds is what make's

.. you happy now: You pour more energy into self-promotion or.
;] ; business activities. It's a good time to work out money problems
* or other issues of sharing with a partner. You receive pleasure
from anything that expands your horizons, both physically and

mentally. Foreign places may particularly appeal now. Youtend to

. be expansive and generous when it comes to love. Dealing with

.one situation at a time releases some tension and anxiety. : /,

Aquarius: (January21- February 18)Conflicts witha partnerovervalues or personal

%
iA i

. possessions are likely to occur. There may be the need to revisit
old, pending issues regarding personal finances. Take this time
to;re-budget instead of making premature .purchases.. Hold off
on decision-making regarding money; instead, take the time to
re-think your sources of income and how you spend your cash
during this period. Putofffinalizinganythingimportantforthetime
being. Infact, some money-making ideas or yentures may be put
on ho|d due to circumstances beyond your control. *

: Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)It's a generous, pleasantly emotional and cre-
ative time. You will enjoy artistic, musical, or cultural events and
activities. This is a good time to promote harmony and goodwill
on the job. You have good team spirit right now, and you are

more tactful and obliging with your co-workers. You need the

energies, companionship, and support of other people, and they

.may also seek out your support and "companionship. You have
an increased interest in your own possessions. You are more
attracted to objects and possessions that give you a sense of
comfort, status and luxury.

The predators present in the com-
munity - and how intensely they at-
tacked prey - had the biggest impact
on which prey colour was most suc-
cessful at avoiding attack. -

We-found that in places where there
were lots of predator attacks - where
competition for food is probably in-
tense - predators are more likely to

attack prey that looks dangerous or.

distasteful.
This means camouflage was most

protective in areas'with lots of preda-:

'tion. mme

Butthe camouflaged prey couldn’t
hide as well in every environment.
For example, in well-lit environments,
the benefits of camouflage were lost,
while light conditions did not affect
how the orange-and-black prey per-
formed.

m Familiarity with prey was also im-

portant. In places where camouflaged
prey is abundant, hiding was less ef-
fective, as predators likely learn how
to find camouflaged prey.

On the other hand, in places where
warning colours were common,
predators were better at avoiding the
typical warning signal, but not the
atypical one.

This suggests predators learn to
avoid familiar warning signals, which
helps to explain why so many animals
share similar colour combinations.

Predicting future changes

Our study shows how multiple
features ofthe environment determine
which strategy is more protective.

. It also shows the success of cam-
ouflage strategies might be more
dependent on ecological context than
that of warning signals.

. As climate change transforms
habitats, qonditions that,are vital to
the success of different antipredator
strategies can also change.For ex-
ample, camouflage strategies could
fare worse in transformed habitats that
have little vegetation-cover and high
levels of light. .
, Ourfindings can help better predict
the effect these changes might have on
animals that use different colour strat-
egies against predators and mitigate
against them. (The Conversation) \

Mental well-being central to
avoiding rising heart disease

Ty | f ental well-being is. central

I\ /1 to preventing chronic and
-LV JLnon-communicable diseases,
especially heart disease, experts said
on Friday. m ,

India has recently seen a significant
rise in the number of heart diseases,
especially among young adults and
even children.

“Ifwe want to address India’s heart
health crisis, we need to.shift from a
curativeimindset to cultivating genu-
ine health-seeking behaviour across
our families, schools,;and communi-
ties,” said Rajesh Bhushan. former
Secretary, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, at a gity-based event
held ahead of the World Heart Day on
September 29.

The expert-urged the need for.
integrating mental health into the
healthcare regimen.

He also urged schools to foster
mental wellrbeing in-children. ,

.. “Alongside regular exercise and
stress management, nurturing mental
health early in families and reinforcing
it in schools is critical.

Life is not a sprint but a marathon,
and young people need guidance to
build patience; resilience, and bal-
ance rather than be pushed into early
burnout. *

; Schools can play a transformative
role by replacing unhealthy practices
with healthier alternatives, fostering
mental wellness? and encouraging
physical activity,” Bhushan said.

Experts also shared the impact

of mental stress, pollution, and poor .

lifestyle choices, and.the critical,
importance of timely preventive
screenings.

They highlighted how digital
health, wearable technology, and ar-

tificial intelligence are transforming
cardiac care delivery across India,
bridging the urban-rural divide.

“Cardiovascular disease is no lon-
ger a problem of the elderly- India is
witnessing heart attacks striking far
earlier, with nearly 60 per cent of cases,
occurring below the age of 55.

Prevention is the most cost-effec-
tive strategy; it costs only a fraction-
about one-si*th- of what treatment
demands.

To achieve real progress, we must
strengthen hypertension control; inte-
grate mental health into heart care, and
raise awareness right from schools.

Addressing' heart disease requires
collective effort - strong government
policies, private sector participation,
and societal acceptance of healthier
choices,” said Dr Sandeep Bansal,
Director, Vardhman Mahavir Medical
College &amp; Safdarjung Hospital..

Anil Rajput, Chairperson, Ad-
visory Council, Illness to Wellness
Foundation, lauded the government’s
range of initiatives addressing heart
health- from the National Programme
for.Prevention and Control pf Cancer,
Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases
and1Stroke, (NPCDCS) to Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs and, PM-JAY- which
provided preventive care, early de-
tection, and financial protection for
treatment.

Other experts have emphasised
the importance of routine screenings,
emotional well-being, balanced living,
and holistic lifestyle interventions.

They called for a national move-
ment on heart health -rooted in aware-
, nNess, preventive screening, mental

well-being, emergency preparedness
(including CPR education), and com-
munity participation. (IANS) =

What Is the rapture, and why does
TikTok believe the end Is coming?

f you believe that the end of the
world is at hand, then you really
need to know whatthe rapture is.

peace-loving.thanusualandslightlydetachedonapersonalievel
. and feeling towards religion is enhanced. This is a good time for
AV , research and meditation; but do avoid being dragged down by
y! ; issues that have outgrown their worth and purpose. Examining
r ' the past in order to improve the future is certainly worthwhile, as

Simply put, the rapture is the belief

that, at any moment, Jesus Christ
will descend from heaven to the'sky
and "rapture” all those who truly
believe in Him into heaven.

Those' among the faithful who
have already died will .rise from
the dead and also be translated into
heaven.

Evangelical Christians on TikTok
have been predicting the rapture will
come this week. When the rapture
happens, believers think the rest of
us will be left behind, not knowing
where many of those we know have
gone. For this reason, it is often
known as "Left Behind theology".

For the followers of Left Behind
theology within conservative Evan-
gelical Protestantism, significant
parts of the Bible -'the books of
Revelation and Daniel in particular -
refer to events that are yet to happen
at the end of the world.

These are the Return of Christ, the
resurrection of the dead, and God’s
finaljudgement of all humanity into
the saved and the damned.’'

But for the rapture in particular,
the First Book of Thessalonians
(4.16-17) in the New Testament is
the crucial text:- For the Lord him-
self, with a cry of command, with the
archangel's call and with the sound
of God';s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up [raptured]
in the clouds together with them to
meet the Lord in the air.; and so we
will be with the Lord forever.

Tribulation

The rapture is the first of two
ideas that Left Behind theology has
added to the traditional Christian
story of the end of the world. The
second is the Tribulation.

AAccording to most Left Behind
theologians, the rapture will be fol-
lowed by a period of seven years of
Tribulation on earth, based on some
complicated calculations around the
text of Daniel 9.24-27.

This is the age of t.he;Antichrist,
the son of Satan - a human figure
soon to reveal himself.

He will be a global earthly ruler
Opposed to Christ and pretending to
be him. He it is who is called in the

Bible "the beast rising out of the
’ sea with ten horns and seven heads"
(Revelation 13.1), "the little horn"
(Daniel 7.8), and "the lawless” one"
(2 Thessalonians 2.3) whose number
is 666 (Revelation 13.18).
Christians who have been raptured
into'heaven areimmune from these
seven years of natural disasters,
wars, famine and the persecutions
of the Antichrist.

The kingdom upon earth

After the seven years of the
Tribulation, Christ will return with
his saints to fight and defeat Satan,
the Antichrist, and his forces at the
battle of Armageddon.

Most followers of Left Behind

theology believe that Christ will then
set up his kingdom; upon earth and
reign from Jerusalem for a millen-
nium or a thousand years. He will
govern the earth with his Christian
followers, along with those Jews
who have recognised Christ as the
Messiah during the time of the
Tribulation.
i The eventual conversion of the
Jews during this time explains, in
part at least, the commitment to and
support of many Evangelical Protes-
tant Christians to the continuation of
the State of Israel until the time of
Tribulation when the Jews convert
to Christianity.

At the end of the thousand years,
Satan will be released and there
will be a final but short rebellion

against God, after which Satan will
be defeated.1Then God will judge
everyone'for eternal happiness in
heaven or eternal misery;in helL

Relatively recent innovation

Inthe history of Christian thought,
the idea of the rapture before the
Tribulation is a relatively recent
innovation. -

We can date it to the11830s and
the theology of the Anglican John
Nelson Darby (.1800-82), a member
ofthe Protestant Plymouth Brethren,
and the founder of the group .still
known as the Exclusive Brethren.
But it was popularised in Protestant
circles in the United States by its
inclusion in the'notes ofthe Scofield-
Reference Bible in 1909.

The Bible of C | Scofield (1843-
1921), was the main source for the
idea of the rapture until The Late
Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey
(1929-2024) in 1970, awork that has
sold over 28,million copies and has
been translated into 54 languages.
"Someday," declared Lindsey," A
day that only God knows'is coming
to take away all those who believe
in Him. He is coming to meet all;
true believers in the air. Without
benefit of science, space suits, or
interplanetary rockets, there will be
those who will be.transported into a
glorious place more beautiful, more
awesome, than we can possibly
comprehend.

But it was the series of Left Be-
hind books (1995-2007) by Tim La-
Haye and Jerry B'Jenkins, with over
65 million books sold, along with its
movie franchise, that has most popu-
larised the idea of the rapture and the
Tribulation that follows it.

'To many of us, the world ap-’
pears a place of tribulation. "Tis all
in pieces, all coherence-gone," as
John Donne (1572-1631) eloquently
put it.

The idea of the rapture seems to
reflect the utopian dream of many
that they may be, translated from
this Earth to a better place until
they can return to a World ofjustice,
compassion and decency that seems
so.absent from the present one! (The
Conversation) /

(Authored by Philip C 'Almond,
Emeritus Professor in the History of-
Religious Thought, The University of

Queensland)
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Population as strength

A nation that bewailed of a population explosion
is now faced with a worry over the steady fall in
fertility rate that has dropped to “below the critical
replacement level.” Official figures now available
show the country’s total fertility rate has fallen to 1.9
in 2023 - while it remained constant at the border-
line of 2 in the previous two years. The population
growth rate is declining as well, this being much
less than one per cent in 2025. This is a sign of the
times. India is the most-populous country, surpass-
ing China, according to UN’s global population
estimates released two years ago. One-sixth of the
world population lives here. Without any coercion,

sans any persuasion, the country’s population —

steadily growing for decades—is showing signs of
decline. By all means, this trend is bound to inten-
sify as the general mood in every family today is to
restrict child births and care more for a maximum
of two children. This spirit is evident even among
educated Muslims, a community that has been in
the forefront of procreation worldwide. Notably, an
Indians’life expectancy is at around 72 years, thanks
to steady improvements in the healthcare sector-
both private and public. This has brought down the
infant mortality rate too over the years, to around 2
per cent. Curiously, due to lifestyle related matters,
larger numbers of women are unable to conceive
today and are approaching infertility clinics for
induced pregnancy. Puf together, it’s natural that
the trend of population growth would be arrested

in the long run.

\

India’s strength, of late, was its demographic
dividend. The energy of its 1.4 billion population
is to our advantage in pushing the economic growth
to higher levels. However, there hav'c been no seri-
ous, governmental-efforts to tap their energies to the
maximum. Instead, through free/subsidized ration
to the BPL families, the urge for work is diminish-
ing across societies. The poor who had toiled to
make a living are now happily relaxing for the most
part. The rich are “wasting” their energies through
workouts in gymnasiums. This is unlike China that

use ofthe energy of its people while it remained as
the world’s most-populous state - a record that it
yielded to its ‘Hindu’ neighbour of late;

Hinduism, as a religion, famously maintained a

passive approach to.life, set against the aggressive
pursuit of goals by religions like Christianity and
Islam; The-effective .utilization of the people’s en-
ergy made China a global Superpower, next only to
that ofthe US. The US itself, a society consisting
largely ofimmigrants from Europe, the natives, and
slaves brought from Africa, toiled hard to reach the

top position. The Great Depression of 1929 was a

turning point. Hard work helped the Americans
overcome the odds. An opportunity is athand for the
Indian government to put the present demographic
advantages to best use. Else, the future would be
bleak because a Jieavy burden would await the ha-
tion to feed its large bulk of the ageing

Letters to the Editor

A Message to
the Meghalaya
Public Service

Commission

Editor,

It’s really frustrating to
see thatthe Meghalaya Pub-
lic Service Commission
which is a.Commission that
is supposed to give hope to
job seekers of our state is
instead becoming thelvery
reason so many are losing
hope. Apart from recruit-
iiig candidates, is MPSC
also trying to loot aspirants
indirectly? Are the people
setting the question papers
and releasing the answer
keys unqualified, or are these
'just careless mistakes? The
mistakes in question papers
and the inconsistencies in
answer keys are too frequent
to be ignored.

As someone who has
writtenmany MPSC exams,
I can’t even trust the question
paper itself. Sometimes | sit
there wondering “Am 1 just
confused, or is the question
itself wrong?” When cor-
rect options are not given, it
wastes so-much of our pre-
cioustime. We end up solv-
ing the same problem three,
fourtimes, only to realize the
question itselfis flawed.

And let’s talk about the
answer keys; it almost feels
like the question Setters
themselves don’t know the
answers and just copy-paste
the answers. The answer
keys often raise more doubts
than.they clear. For example,
in the LDA .under the Me-

ghalaya (C) Secretariat (May
2025) exam, some English
questions were straight re-
peats from old papers.;But
some questions had differ-
ent answers in the old keys
compared to the new ones.
How does that even happen?
How can the same question
be correctbeforebut suddenly
incorrectnow? Isitjusta care-
less mistake, oris it a tactic to
make money from aspirants
filing representations?

Butcalling it a “mistake”
feels too generous, because
this has happened more than
once. Ifthe Commissionreal-
ly wants to make money, then
just increase the application
fee openly. Ifthe problem lies
with question setters, then
it’s high time they replaced
the question setters. And if it
really isjust a mistake, then
please at least crosscheck
everything properly before
conducting exams and releas-
ing answer keys. And | sug-
gest that the cut offs marks
and the final answer keys be
released before conducting
the personal interview to
ensure transparency.

And cheating in govern-
mentrecruitmentexams isno
longer a whispered rumour
in Meghalaya but it is hap-
pening in plain sight. Some
candidates still manage tP
sneak electronic gadgets into
exam halls. This isunaccept-
able. In some places' (espe-
cially inJaintiaHills), we’ve
already heard of candidates
using phones during vari-
ous exams. Now that more
centres -across the state are
included for MPSC exams,

The Recent Meghalaya Cabinet Rejig

The recent Meghalaya
Government Cabinet rejig
happened on September 17,
2025. ChiefMinister Conrad
Sangmahad dropped 8, very
senior political figures, from
his cabinet. The reshuffling
caused some minor ripples
of heartburn but apparently
things are back to normal.
Politicians in general, both
inthe ruling coalition and the
opposition, appear to have
accepted itas a faitaccompli;
the usual prerogatives of a
Chief Minister. The reasons
given for such drastic chang-
es was the apparent need to
ensure regional balance by
giving fair representation
from different districts, (dif-
ficult to understand, because
one was always led to believe
that Cabinet Ministers were
there to ensure the devel-
opment: of their respective
Departments in the state as
a whole and not for the spe-
cific interest of any particu-
lar district or constituency.
That’show the common man

It

By Toki Blah

for everyone not only to a
selected -few. Now in the
21st century, economically
driven world order, Govern-
ment and the whole political
establishment (meaning the
Legislative Assembly too
as a whole) is expected to
work collectively ( Ruling
as well as Opposition) to
bring aboutviable Economic
Legislation.where people can
work, trade, innovate, and
invest. Cabinet Ministers
are expected to responsibly
manage development so "as
to usher in employment,
fair wages, and Sustainable
growth throughout the.entire
state, irrespective of their
personal dependability on
the district or constituency
they represent. My point is,
does the rationale behind the
recent Cabinet reshuffle re-
flect these bas\c qualities for
Good Governance? | think
not. Therefore the Cabinet

interprets “regional balance” B Rejig exercise is fair game

and “fair representation” ).

Party loyalty; and long party;

association were also added
for good measure. Politi-
cally valid reasons perhaps,
but with govemanCe appar-
ently in the doldrums, this
midstream change of guard
is something hard for the
common person to digest.

One is yet to hear how the .

above changes are supposed
to lift Meghalaya and its
people from the pits we are
in. People are skeptical! They
are again suspicious ofsome
high level trickery. So from a
purely secular, non-partisan
viewpoint of the ordinaryu
citizen,* | believe We The
People have the right to
question such changes. So
shall we start?

Lets start, with what the
electorate expect from the
people they haye elected?
People generally expect good
governance to deliver value
in several key sectors, name-
ly (A) Provide Quality Public
Services, to the State as a
whble and not only to their
respective constituencies
and districts. These Public
Services cover.awide range;
ofsubjects namely (i) Quality
and reliable'education for all
(ii) Accessible and affordable
health care especially to the
poor and marginalized (iii)
Effortless and cheap trans-
port (iv) 24 x 7 power and
energy (v).Safe and clean
drinking water (vi) Last but
not least, viable livelihood
and employment; Everyone
is entitled-not just selected
districts

(B) Provide, create,
maintain and improve ba-
sic infrastructure such as,
roads, bridges, sanitation
and internet services. Again

how is it fair that hardwork-
ing students have to compete
against people who are liter-.

-ally Googling answers during
the exam?

And what are the invigila-
tors doing? Many of them
just sit on a chair after sign-

"ing the attendance, instead
ofwalking around the room.
They close their eyes to the
malpractice happening right
in front of them. This is not
just’carelessness. It is giving
cheaters a free license to
destroy fairness.

MPSC please ban the
internet during exam hours,
or make sure invigilators
actually do their job by. en-
suring they actively monitor
the rooms. Andifsomeone is
caught, don’tjust take away
their paper and reward them
with a fresh answer sheet.
Ban them from writing ex-
ams for 2-3 years; that’s the
only real way to stop this
nonsense. e -

, So yes, I'm frustrated.
And I know I’'m riot the only
one. MPSC, we are not ask-
ing for miracles. We’re genu-
inely requesting transpar-
ency, fairness and account-;
ability. We, the aspirants,
«Should never have to doubt
whether we failed because
we didn’t study hard enough
and truly didn’t deserve the
job, orbecause someone else
carelessly,, or deliberately,
snatched away what was
rightfully ours by following
unfair practices beyond our
control. By

Yours etc.,

An Aspirant.
Name withheld on
request

Via email

to be critiqued.

The dismissed Minister
Education, people believe,
deserved to be dropped. He
was a disaster for the De-
partment he was in charge
of, so he had to go. What is
not understood is why then
replace him with the present
incumbent, who in his former
avatar as Education Minister,
had proved to be equally in-
competent? He has now been
reincarnated plus reinstated
in his old avatar! Strange but
true, our Education has been
under tremendous pressure
for its dismal performance.
We were the lowest in the
latest PGI ratings. Govern-
mentwas in afix as to how to
redeem the situation. Political
gimmicks were resorted to
ensure dramatic pass percent-
ages, but on a serious note,
the Government did also set

up a Commission to go in .

depth into the reasons for
education’s fall from grace.
Now it seems the Report of
the Commission is ready.
In alt this frenzy of anxious
activities, one isyetto come
across any expression of
anxiety; concern; advice or
offer of inputs by way of
experience or knowledge
by the newly installed Min-
ister for this godforsaken
department. Just because
he wanted to represent his
district? Is that fair to the
rest of the state? At best this
can be called the Joke of the.
Year! Thenthere is an equally
non- performing Minister,
yet he was not dropped.
| refer to the,Minister for
Urban Affairs and Transport.
Both the departments he is
in charge ofare in shambles.
Things are getting from bad
to worse. Another non- per-

Humble.Plea
for Justice and

Compassion

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, I wish to draw attention
to the tragic plight ofthe fam-
ily ofthe late Madhusudhan
Adhikari, who served sin-
cerely as a peon at Gorkha
Deficit U.P. School, Tura.
A fter retiring on 31st May
2025, he complied with offi-
cial procedures and deposited
his entire CPF amount into
the government account,
fully trusting that his pension
and retirementbenefits would
soonreach him. Sadly, before
these could materialize, he

breathed his last on 16th.

July 2025 at GNRC Hospital,
Guwabhati.

What makes this tragedy
more unbearable is the help-
less condition;in which his
widow now finds herself.
During his illness, With no
savings or financial cushion,
she had to borrow heavily for
his treatment. Today, while
still mourning her husband,
she struggles under the crush-
ing burden of debt and the
daily hardships of survival.

This is not an isolated
case but a systemic issue that
can affect any retiring em-
ployee. The period between
retirement and the release of
benefits often becojnes atime
of uncertainty and suffering.
Families, instead of enjoy-
ing security after decades of
service, are left in distress—
facing medical emergencies,
financial ruin; and emotional

forming asset ofthe Cabinet.
. Another proven zero. Yet he
is retained. Instead it seems
he has been rewarded for
his failures by providing
him with more clout within
the Cabinet. Shocking if not
outright scandalous! Govern-
ment needs to explain the
above two mysteries to the
i public. I know, “Explanation
for High Level tomfoolery,”

* is an unheard, of expression

inthe corridors ofpower, but
we simple folks call it Public
Accountability. Can we have
itplease?

As if the above were not
enough, the public was pre-
sented with another govern-
ing mystery to resolve. The
public as mentioned above
are more concerned with
delivery and performance
and there were at least three
Departments that did show
a glimmer ofhope in perfor-
mance. There was Tourism;
Power and Health that as
departments, were exhibiting
some form of animation and
vibrancy. One ofthe reasons
perhaps for movement and
signs of life within these
departments was the fact
that all three were headed by
ministers who were educated.
They perhaps could apply
theirminds to whatthey were
eexpected to do, not simply
“Approved as proposed”
LTI any files put up before
them.

Yes, friends Education
does count! The mystery
mentioned above was that
these performing ministers
were dropped to be replaced

’ by, let's say, less educated
and yet to be proven , po-
litical personalities. Again
why was the Chairman State
Planning Board movedto the
Cabinet? The Planning Board
ha? a very important role to
play in shapingthe vision and
planning of the state. More;
I would say than any min-
isterial posting. We still all
remember when PA Sangma
held this chair,(2008-2012
that, ranked equal with the
CM) and the enthusiasm, dy-
namism and sense p fvitality
he brought into the Govern-
ment of the day through his
efforts as SPBChairman to
(a) prepare an inventory,
of available and potential
resources- of the State- both
capital and human resources
and investigate the possibili-
ties Of augmenting arid im-
proving such resources. (b)
to prepare a perspective plan
for the State for the next 15-
20 years forthe optimum and
balanced utilization of the
State’s resources and indicate
plan priorities. The present
CM was Finance Minister
then, he should remember.

trauma. Retirement benefits
are not a luxury but a right-
ful due earned through years
of hard and honest work.
When delayed, they defeat
the very purpose for which
they exist.

Late Mr. Adhikari served
with quiet dedication, like
countless other employees
« Whose contributions may not

make headlines but keep the
system running. To allow his
family to suffer in this mari-
ner is notjust an administra-
tive lapse—it is a moral fail-
ure. Compassion and justice
demand that his pension and
dues be released without de-
lay. Doing so would not only,
provide .urgent relief to his
widow butalso send a strong
message of reassurance to
thousands ofother employees
nearing retirement: that their
lifelong service will not be
forgotten at their most, vul-
nerable hour.
| therefore respectfully
appeal to the concerned au-
thorities to treat this- case
with urgency, fairness, and
human sensitivity. Extending
timely assistance to the late
employee’s family would be
a fitting tribute to his life of
service and a step towards
making governance truly
people-centred and humane.
Yours etc.,
- Jairaj Chhetrv
Tura

Politics of
Division
Editor,
The recent statement

These are issues Meghalaya
critically,requires if it is to
move ahead and progress.
Now if a Chairman of thel
SPB, equivalent in rank with
the CM, is unable to deliver
there, then what is the ratio-
nale and beliefthat he would'
perform better as a Minister?
Adgainthe public | think needs

.an explanation.

I wishto conclude with the
following remarks. Firstly, |
am absolutely apolitical I.e.
I do not belong nor support
any political party and itismy
personal beliefthat Meghala-
ya does riot have any political
party thatisreally sincere nori
capable of servingthapeople
and in providing the state
with the Good Governance if
desperately needs. Secondly,
itismy experience from con-
tacts with the so called “High
L~vel” wallahs, 'that people
contest; elections simply to
win; to be in power; but wheri

" handed that power,'begin to

gasp like fish out of water,
because they are thoroughly
unacquainted on how to use
power forimproving the lives
ofpeople. Sothey simply end
up using that power to enrich
themselves and it'fends there.
Thirdly, | have a growing
suspicion.that it is a well
thought out, planned political
conspiracy to keep the people
as uneducated as possible.
Thatis Why most elections are
contested based entirely on
who can distribute "the maxi-'
mum amount of money or
raise the maximum amount
of emotional frenzy in an il-
literate electorate. Manifestos
are 11th hour afterthoughts'
that mean nothing. An il-
literate electorate falls'for
this trick every time and thus
eachnew Governmentbegins
with the actual dismantling of
governance.

Fourthly, based on the
above observations, 1 view
the -recent Cabinet Reshuffle
notas a political necessity but
more as a need to convertthe
Cabinetinto a Business Cartel
with the hope that it.will pass
public scrutiny. This is be-
ing said because most of the
present Cabinet is composed

" of High End business men.

Those that doiv’t belong to
this “High Level” business
class have been eased out.
For those interested in know-
ing more as to what is meant
by the term Business Cartel,
please open your; Google,
network, type in “Business
Cartel” and then click the
search button. The description,
is too horrible, shocking and
repulsive to describe here.
Yet when one analyses the
rejig under discussion itfits in
exactly as per that Google de-
scription. So who isto blame
for the tnesswe find ourselves
in? Take a look in the mirror,
to get the correct answer. .

made by the Hynniewtrep
Integrated Territorial'Organi-.
sation (HITO) appealing fora
Khasi/ Jaintia Chief Minister
is nonsensical and lacks logic.
I wonder on what basis this
organisation is making this il-
logical demand arid on whose
mandate. -

Meghalaya is a state which
is represented by three major
tribes all of them are equally
represented in every aspect
of Goyeniment (Legislative,
Executive & Judiciary)! feel
that such demand is nothing
more than a political stunt
to create a division maybe in
the inner circles of the Gov-
ernment and also attempts to

.create divisionwithin the dif-

ferenttribes o fthe state which
may lead to further division
in a small state like ours or
even create abad precedence
in the future m
Pressure groups are sup-
posed to act as watchdogs of
the people and raise issues
regarding policies that are
detrimental towards the gen-
eral population ofthe state but
this is the first time | am see-
ing an non-elected body like
the HITO trying to intervene
in the democratic process of
the state by soliciting for a
particular community.
Yours etc.,
K. Warjri,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with pie requisite
details will be published.

America’s Gr

(S1X)

and Strategy

and its Recent Behaviour.,
Towards India

By Venus U

How can a strategy take
a drastic shift, without a
plan. The recent, shift in
America's behaviour to-
wards India may not be just
limited.to Trump's personal
behaviour but would actu-
ally come from the evolving
American Grand Strategy
characterised by a shift from
Indo-Pacific focusito Eur-
asian pivot.

| started to think serious-

ly about it after attending,
the 5th World Congress on
Taiwan Studies at Taipei’s
Academia Siriica in M ay'
this year in which im one
panel discussion the ana-
lysts talked about the shift
in Trump’s Indo-Pacifie to
Eurasia strategy. It alarmed
me because this shift meant
a change in US” adminis-
tration India focus. It also
made me think about why
this should be discussed
by Taiwanese analysts and
how it serves the purpose
of Taiwan,
v The months that followed
the Taipei conference are
now actually witnessing this
shiftforcing me toreflecton
.the imperatives behind the
American grand strategy;
how .it’s shifting the India-
China, ilndia-Japan, India-
US;and also'India-Taiwan
ties.,What does itmeamfor
India’s economic rise and
for the world at large?

These obviously are too
many questions to begin .
with I’ll try to address a |
few here and others will be
discussed in the upcoming
write-ups.

US’ Indian Pivot:-.Shift
from Positive Focusto Neg-
ative Focus

The American adminis-
tration's Asia-Pacific Policy
was renamed as.the Indo-
Pacific Policy by the Trump
administration, in 2017 and
it came along with a major
positive focus on India and
a rejuvenated QUAD-done
with a shared concern about
China’s rise. There was
specific attention to focus-'
sing on partnership with
democratic allies including
Australia and Japan; all in
the best interest of QUAD.

The recent shift is again
pivoted on India but un-
like last time it's framed
negatively—from uplifting
the “Rise India” and “India
as a strategic partner” nar-
rative it has transformed or
rather denigrated into “India
is Russia's laundromat” and
“India is feeding Russia's
war against Ukraine.”

The.context is obviously
clear—there’s a shift in the
American Grand Strategy
and it is about American
interests shifting from the
Indo-Pacific to Eurasia
with Russia-Ukraine war at
the'backdrop. And in this
scheme of things, China is
more like a frenetny than an
enemy-there are too many
American economic inter-
ests:complexly interwoven
With China. Like in any
frenemy equation there’s
constant friendly engage-

mentbutalso an aggression *:

that Trump’strade and tariff
policies and negotiations

have boldly defined. As mstrategy-there’s a shift in -,

Trump's former political
ally and world's richest in-
dustrialist; Elon Musk wrote
in ariiessage ori Twitter on'
Dec. 25, 2023: “Economic
Strength is the Foundation
of War.” ,

, Trump >has: built that
foundation and also kept
his adversary engaged .for
trade benefits (seeiriingly in
US interest while winning
a narrative war) ani that’s
what is also reinforced by
his targeting of India. If
there was any- other coun-
try in the geopolitical and
economic position as India
is today-a. rising economy,
expected to rise in position
nextonly to the US and Chi-
na by 2030-Trump would
target it the same way. That
comes not only from the
perspective of “Arnerica
First” but also from the
angle 6f “America: being
the sole, supreme power of
the world.”

e Incidentally this be-
comes a shield for Taiwan
because an America and
China that’s engaging, and
trading (albeit with the loud

padhayaya

noise of atightly contested

"trade match) keeps the

:Indo-Pacific more militar-
ily disengaged. This en-
sures Taiwan’s status-quo
and safety more than a
strengthening QUAD that
is defined to counter the
Chinese aggression, while
constantly building a war-
ring posture.

m It also highlights one
more-aspect and that’s the
Chinese footprint in Eur-
asia, since 201 7- when
America started to increase
its focus on the Indo-Pa-
cific has likely gone out

.of the US' hand. China’s

economic footprint in the
Eurasian financial market.
continues to increase. More
importantly in 2022 in the
Winter Olympics, the gov-
ernments of Chinaand Rus-'!
sia issued ajoint statement
announcing a “no limits
partnership.” Their joint'
statement said that China
and Russia relationship
“has no limits, [and] there
are no ‘forbidden’ areas of
cooperation.”
, Thi” posture majorly
highlighted a fight against:
US-shaped and US-led
global order- which haunted
Trump in a way that has
never concerned any US
administration before. ,; *
Is India ~Scapegoat?
After Trump doubled the
India tariff to 50 percent
including .25 percent for
additional levy as penalty ;
for purchasing Russian oil,
White House Press, Secre-
tary. Karoline Leavitt said
on August, 19 that the puni-
tive measures are to deter ;
Russia from pursuing the
Ukraine conflict. Thus a
question obviously arises-
Is India a scapegoat? g
i Indian Foreign Minister,
S. Jaishankar has repeatedly ,
highlighted hPw India is not
the only country purchasing ;.
Russia oil and how the im- -
ports were both in national
and global interests. India-;
US trade deal'which was
expected to be worth S500 1
billion of investments by
2030 had no breakthrough
despite many rounds of
talks. So obviously the
question is why is the US
targeting India and what’s ,
India’s posture in its nego-
tiations with the US?
*While this attack on In-
dia could actually be com-
plex and multi-pronged, it’s
very clear from the Trump :
administration’s stand that
it wants to define India’s
rise and that probably also
comes from the Arnerican m
introspection on how. its
policies Created the: giant:m
that China has become
today. Would the US want
to unconditionally support
the rise of another giant,
more.so when.it Wouldn’t
be able to later strategi-
cally oppose its ideology
like it can today counter the
Chinese Communist Party?.
How will the US domesti-
cally counter the rise ofa
democratic India? /
Thus what the US ad-
ministration showcases to-
day is the American grand

global order-there are mul-
tiple players and multiple
issues that the US aims at
atteriding by targeting India.
So India is immensely im -.
portant for the US-infact its
core to the US grand strat-
egy but in ways it wasn’t
earlier defined.
; India should take a re-
course-in fact in its march
towards the mid-century
it’ll have to face similar
situations multiple times ,
arid Will be required to re-;
think again and again. There
are no unconditional friend- m
ships or perfectly converg-
ing or absolutely diverging
relations in geopolitics-it’s :
all about engagement. It
needs to be seen how In-'
dia perceives it and how
the shifting global order
redefines the Indian grand *
strategy. = .
(Venus Upadhayaya is
aMOFA 2025 Taiwanfel-
low and a visiting scholar
at the College ofLaw and
Politics at NCHU Taic- ,
hung. This isfirstin a se-
ries'on “Mid-2025 and a
Global-Shift”).
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“For most ofhistory, Anonymous was
a woman.
Virginia Woolf
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Tourism Stakeholders’ Meet
FOR the first time the Hima Sohra organised a
meeting of stakeholders to take a holistic look at
tourism not just from the scenic perspective but on
how to manage the garbage that is generated on a
daily basis from the scores of homestays, hotels and
resorts and the viewpoints. This issue Was never
seriously discussed in the past. It’s timely that the
Dorbar Hima Sohra has taken up this critical issue,
and is trying to work out ways on how to tackle
the garbage conundrum. Beyond Shillong there is
no waste management system; no landfill, no col-
lection system. Most homestays are burning their
,non-biodegradable waste which includes in the main
plastics. Itis aknown fact that the smoke emanating
from burning plastics is toxic for the environment.
Till date Meghalaya has notbeen able to implement
the High Court order to ban non-biodegradable
plastic cany bags. While a few departmental stores
have been giving cloth bags on payment to their
customers, vegetable, fish and meat vendors continue
to dish out plastic bags including the black ones that
are known to be carcinogenic.

Such meets are a necessary part of the tourism
ecosystem because regular review meetings will
bring out the problems and help find collective
answers. What Meghalaya is selling as its tourism
package is the environment which includes the
greenery, the swift flowing rivers, waterfalls, the
clean surroundings and above all a tourist friendly
people who treat tourists with respect. This in turn
results in better tourism outcomes because each
pleasant experience is recorded on social media and
the word spreads thereby cnticing other tourists to
visit and others to revisit the place. Sohra has since
long been a tourist destination, much before it was
sold via enticing advertisements. It has a culture
that is genteel and placid. Its fog and mists and the
incessant monsoon rains are what people come to
experience. What has been lacking is a gentle nudge
on tourists to practise responsible tourism which
means not littering the places they visit and to make
it a habit of taking their waste back with them in
a carry bag and emptying that into a rubbish bin
when they see one. Tourism is a like mutual benefit
scheme. Homestay owners, hoteliers and those who
offer their services as tour guides or sell food to visi-
tors all earn their livelihoods from this trade. What
the tourists look for are beautiful sights and sounds
and a delightful experience which they carry back
as fond memories and in turn narrate to their friends
and families who then make their itineraries with
Sohra as the destination of choice.

What the Hima Sohra has initiated for managing
garbage should now become the model for other
tourist destinations as well, for burning is not the
solution. It’s high time the Government exercises its
mind on providing waste management facilities to all
tourist destinations in the state. Ifthe environment
is the selling point then it’s conservation is a prime
duty ofall toUr operators and homestay owners. Only
then will we have the much talked about “sustainable
tourism” in Meghalaya.

Letters to the Editor -

Read Them
Heroes, Not

being by listening to;the
stories your late parents and
grandparents told you. Clas-
sical literature and old tales

HOI’I‘O IS usually carry ideals of love,
compassion, and friendship;
Editor, they are always on the side of

It is true that today our
newspapers, TV, and social
media feeds are filled with
bad news every day - mur-
der, rape, drugs, suicide,
violence. As adults, even
we feel stressed and hope-
less after hearing such news
again and again. Our hearts
are already heavy. And here
is the thing... If such news
impacts us this deeply, then
imagine what it does to a
young child. Their innocent
minds will, without a doubt,
be filled with negativity far
too early in life.

Adults and parents in
particular must understand
thatchildren don’t need daily
doses oftragedy. They need
inspiration. Instead of read-
ingto them the latesthorrible
news headlines athome, why
not share stories of heroes
from myths and legends
- warriors who defeat mon-
sters, protect the weak, and
save kingdoms? Such tales
teach courage, kindness, and
hope, And ifyou think those
stories are outdated, just
remember how you yourself
grew up into a decenthuman

goodness. And these are the
values, | suggest, that help
children grow into decent
individuals.

Therefore, parents and
adultstoday have a choice to
make - either fill your chil-
dren’s minds with fear, or fill
them with light; But, | must
say, leave the grim headlines
aside, Tell them stories that
inspire goodness, so tomor-
row they may become heroes
in their own way. Later on,
they might even ease- your
old soul, just as the biblical

.Proverbs 29:17 says: “Disci-

pline your children, and they
will give you rest; they will
give delight to your heart.”
Yours etc.,

Sunrise Pohtam, M.Th

. Via email

FreeMinds, End
Ethnocentric
Political Biases

Editor,

The editorial “Of eth-
nocentric Biases” (ST Sep-
tember 27, 2025) made in-

Recently, the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry issued an
office memorandum (OM)
exempting the extraction of
atomic, critical, and strategic .
minerals from public consul-
tation. This order meantthat,
now the Union Government
could now go ahead with the
extraction of minerals like
uranium, which the people
of Meghalaya have firmly,
opposed since the 1980s.
Many cite the health dan-
gers as a reason to oppose
the extraction. In college, |
remember watching a docu-
mentary ‘Buddha Weeps ih
Jadugoda’ which showed
the horrifying ill-effects of
uranium mining among the
local community.

Jaduguda is the home-
land of the Mundas and
other indigenous communi-
ties closely related to the
Khasis. In fact, the Khasis
and Mundas had a common
ancestor around 4000 years
ago. This is also the time
when archaeological evi-
dence shows that the Khasis
had already arrived in what
is today Meghalaya. Genetic
evidence suggests the Khasis
arrived a thousand years
earlier, i.e., 5000 years ago
in what is today South Asia,
making them the second old-
est community in the region
after the Dravidians. Some
evidence suggests that the
ancient Khasis, who became
the-Mundas, were actually
one ofthe groups inhabiting
the Indus Valley Civilization.
Indo-European speakers,
who came from Central Asia
3500 years ago, how occupy
the; region where the civi-
lization existed, displacing
the local population. But in
Meghalaya, they Khasis haye
been able to resistany incur-
sion into their territory for at
least the last 4000 years. We
know that because the Kha-
sis still existin Meghalaya

.today, speaking the language

and following the matriiineal
custom, that,.they brought
from South China 5000 years
ago. There are no references
in oral history ofany outsid-
ers coming into the Khasi
territory and subjugating its
people. History records only;
two instances of such an at-v
tempt, one being the Ahom
invasion of Hima Jaintiapur
at the beginning of the 18th
century.

The Jayantia Buranji con-
tains amore detailed account
of'the Ahom invasion of
Hima Jaintiapur. But ifread-
erswantan abridged version,
EA Gait, ‘A History of As-

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

try, south of these hills and
north of the Barak river,
in the Sylhet district, .now
:known as Jaintia parganas,
the inhabitants of which are
Bengali Hindus and Muham-

madans.” According to G ait,1

Hima Jaintiapur was one of
the main kingdoms among
the Khasis, the other one
being Hima Khvrim (Hima
Shillong). Oral traditions
reveal the antecedents of
both the kingdoms connected
with the story of mythical
‘Ka Li Dakha’and‘Ka Pah-
rsyntiew’ which talks about
the kingdoms being founded
by children ofdivine women
who married mortal men.
The descendants of ‘Ka Li
Dakha’founded the kingdom
;of Hima Sutnga, which later
became Hima Jaintipur after
the War Amwi conquered
the Kingdom of Jaintiapur.
It was this new kingdom that
came into conflict with the,
Ahoms, resulting in the inva-
sion of the Jaintia Hills.

ers in order to preserve their
independence. They solicited
the help of Bar Dalai, the
Syiem of Khyrim/Shiliong,
to join them in repelling the
invaders. Tradition suggests
thata large number ofarchers
from Hima Khyrim/Shillong
offered support and fought
against the Ahoms.

After a series of fights,
the Pnars could force Bar
Phukari and his troops (those
who were lucky not to be
.captured and put to death)
to retreat before another
detachment of Ahom troops
rescued him. Rudra Singha
sent more forces, and they
could drive the Pnars away
but never completely defeat
them. As the rainy season
approached, the Ahoms, ap-
prehensive about staying in'
hostile territory, decided to
return. But before doing so,
they committed a massacre
in Jaintiapur. At the end of
the expedition, almost 2500
Ahom soldiers died, while

well for them. This is also
the only instance we know
ofwhen the Khasis, living in
different Himas—i.e., Hima
Jaintiapurand Hima Khyrim/
Shillong- came together to
fightagainsta foreign invad-
er. One wondered if all the
Khasi Himas had been ajoint
confederate, whatthey could
have achieved: The British
had already conquered a
large part of the world, so it
was not surprising that they
were the first and only one,
according to oral tradition
and recorded history, to oc-
cupy the homeland of the
Khasis.

The resistance against
uranium mining is not only
about the health dangers but
also about the attempt by
non-Khasis to enter Khasi
territory and*take their re-
sources without their con-
sent. This is the homeland
that the Khasis have de-
fended for 5000 years, pre-
dating the very concept of
India (name given to the
:sub-continent by the ancient
Greeks - around 2000 years

In 1707, the Ahom king Rudra Singha invaded the m ago) or Bharat (after the

kingdom ofKachari king Tamradhvaj, who then
askedfor helpfrom the Syiem ofHima Jaintiapur,

Ram Singh, who collected his army andplanned to

march to helpfight against the Ahom.

In 1707, the Ahom king
Rudra Singha invaded the
kingdom of Kachari king
Tamradhvajjwho then asked
for help from!the Syiem of
Hima Jaintiapur, Ram Singh,
who collected his army and
planned to march to help
fight against the'Ahom. But
Rudra Singha withdrew be-,
fore Ram Singh could inter-
vene,'and the latter saw, an
opportunity to incorporate
the Kachari kingdom into
his domain, Tamradhvaj was
kidnapped and kept as a pris-
oner..The.nobles, .Myntris,
had strongly advised against
this act. Tamradhvaj then

asked'for help from Rudra .

Singh, and the latter invaded
Hima Jaintiapur to free him.

The armies sent to in-
vade Jaintiapur included one
under Bar Barua, which ap-
proached through the Kacha-
ri area (i.e., from the plains),
and the other under Bar
Phukan, who was ordered to
march over the Jaintia Hills
direct to Jaintiapur. The first
army met little resistance
and could reach Jaintiapur.
Ram Singhwanted to escape,

sam’, isagoodplaceto start. , but his nobles, who were

There is a chapter on Jaintia
Kings which describes the
dominion of Jaintia Syiems
which “included two dis-
tinct tracts of the country,
namely, the Jaintia Hills,
which,are inhabited by a;
Khasi tribe called, Synteng
(Pnar), and the plains coun-.

teresting reading. | do not
disagree with the editorial
when it says “Political ob-
servers will agree that the
MDA 1&,2 government has
taken several initiatives in
the area of Health, Tourism,
Industry and that the govern-
ment has engaged with the
issues plaguing education
in the state.” It has also
raised a pertinent point that
the MDA-2 government has
“publicly acknowledged the
existence of ghost schools
andwillbe pushedto take ac-
tion. The Opposition should
have rightly demanded that
such schools be closed down
at once but such discussion
did not feature during the As-
sembly sessions.” Such isthe
hypocrisy ofthe Opposition
in Meghalayawhen it comes
to schools and education.
Of late there has been a lot
of abuse and misuse of the
word Hynniewtrep and for
those interested | would
suggest that they read .the
book “Ka Pyrkhat U Khasi”
by H. Onderson Mawrie or
the English version, “The
Khasi Milieu” by Sujata
Miri who in the preface of'
the book mentions that Mr
O. Wahlang did the major
part ofthe translation of“Ka
Pyrkhat U Khasi” to English.
This book will be a good
read to understand how and

always against the kidnap-
ping of Tamradhvaj, did
not allow him to escape and
forced him to surrender to the
Ahom. But it was the entry
of the other army through
the hills that enraged the
Pnars, who rose to;defend
their homeland from invad--

what a Hynniewtrep is and
should be. i

I am in sync with the edi-
tor that the most competent
should run the government
in Meghalayano matter from
which tribe he may be and,
“it’s time to free our minds
of ethnocentric biases” as
the editor puts it. Freeing
our minds of ethriocentric
biases is not just a moral
imperative it’s a strategic
one, especially forthose who
thrive on plural epistemolo-
gies and participatory frame-
works. Whyethnocentrism is
limiting is because it leads
us to interpret other cultures
through the lenses of our
own, often jtnisjudging prac-
tices, values or institutions
as “wrong” or “inferior.”
It blocks collaboration and
thereby creates barriers to
meaningful dialogue, espe-
cially in multi-stakeholder
governance or cross-cultural
civic modelling. Ethnocen-
trism undermines innovation
and when we assume our
way is the only way, we miss
out on alternative systems of
knowledge like indigenous
cosmologies or informal
economies that offer resil-
ience and insight.

Ethnocentric thinking
reinforces in-group favourit-
ism and out-group vilifica-
tion, which can skew data

Gaitdidn’t bother to mention
the exact number of casual-
ties among the Pnars because
they were so few. Rudra

Singha'was so enraged atthe.

expedition’s failure that he
originally intended to pun-
ish the commanders, but the
nobles prevented him. Ram
Singh, the Syiem of Hima
Jaintiapur, who had been
taken prisoner at the begin-
\ ning, died in 1708 of dysen-
tery during his captivity. His
heir, Jay Narayan, succeeded
him after the Ahoms released
and allowed him t.ojretufn to
. his kingdom.

Those who are interested
in reading about the resis-
tance put up by the Pnars
and how they could preserve
their independence can do so
by reading it in the Jayantia
Buranji, which has detailed
accounts of the Ahom in-
vasion-and the events that
took place during it. Hima
Jaintiapur was defeated by
the Ahoms, who occupied
its- territory in the plains.
This is the portion that was
actually mostly inhabited by
the Bangals (Bengali Hindus
and Muslims). Butwhen they
decided to incorporate the
hills, homeland o fthe Pnars,
they suffered heavy casual-
ties and retreated. This is the
only time before the British
that there is a record of out-
siders attempting to enter the
homeland of the Khasis in
order to bring it under their

interpretation and policy
design. It leads to premature

judgments, such as assuming.

written Hebrew is “back-
ward” instead of simply
“right-to-left.” Monocul-
turalism breeds absolutism
and weakens adaptability in
diverse or crisis-prone envi-
ronments. There are strategic
benefits of de-centering bias
as the approach fosters em-
pathy and allows us to evalu-
ate practices within their
own cultural logic rather
than ours. When we shed
bias, we open space for plu-
ral voices especially those
historically marginalized to
shape policy and resilience
frameworks. Ethnocentric
filters distort symbolic capi-
tal overlays and civic sense,
gradients. Removing them
allows for richer, more ac-
curate simulations:
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
. Via email

Needed better
security in
schools

Editor,

I have been noticing and
I'm concerned that schools
do not have a safe system
for pick-up of children after

mythical' emperor featured
in Hindu mythology, - also
around 2000 years ago) that
emerged much later. So, for
many, the order ofthe Union
Environment Ministry ex-
empting public consultation
onthe extraction ofminerals
like uranium is an incursion
into theirhomeland, which is,
not acceptable. N
Ofcourse, there are those
among the Khasis who sup-
port the mining of uranium.
One ofmy friends worked on
aprojectin the areathat con-
tained uranium deposits. The
head ofthe project, a Khasi,
supported the mining, never
visited the site but asked his
staffto stay in the village for
data collection. 1would sup-
port uranium mining if this
person or others like them
consumed the soil from the
area and asked their family

1 to do the same to prove that

mining poses no inherent
danger. This is very impor-
tant because non-Khasis who
don’t have a connection to
the land will not care what
happens to it or to the local
Khasi community. But if
the Khasis themselves are
also as unconcerned as the
outsiders, then all; opposi-
tion is futile. Let the mining
take place, let’s make a lot
ofmoney and buy properties
in Guwabhati or elsewhere to
settle down. Why resist? Isn’t
that a much more pleasing
option? Anyway, we will find
out soon. Who does this land
belong to: the Khasis or the
outsiders?

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

school hours in Shillong.
Young children go out of
the gate, then come back:
inside while waiting fortheir
'parents or guardians. Even
while they are inside the
school campus any known,
person to them may come
to pick them up with wrong
intentions. -

| believe that when our
children are inside the
school, it should be an ab-
solute safe place for them.
I suggest an ID' card system
to be given to the authorised
person picking up the child
without which the child
cannot be handed over to
the person and to not let
children move out of the
school gate especially the
young ones. Schoorauthori-
ties should ensure that and
parents should also advise
their children about safety
whenthey are outdoors alone
or with friends.

In this tragic world, no
one can be trusted with our
children.

Yours etc.,
Monica Thangkhiew,
Viaemail

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Why Are Home
Guards Managing
i s ONNNIONG’S Traffic?

By Evangeline Djihar

When temporary fixes
replace permanent solutions,
public trust and road safety
both suffer. ;

Anyone who drives
through Shillong knows the.
city’s traffic jams are more
than a nuisance -they are a
daily ordeal. At busy junc-
tions, one cannot.tniss the
sight ofHome Guard person-
nel signalling vehicles, often
outnumbering the regular
traffic police. They perform
their duty with commitment,
buttheir overwhelming pres-
ence raises a deeper question

as to why the state isrelying'
on temporary Home Guards
instead of appointing more
trained traffic police.

;' Atfirst glance, one might
assume it is a problem of
financial resources. But Me-
ghalaya is not without funds.

insecure, underpaid auxil-
iaries. :

The over-reliance on
Home Guards also raises
questions about state ca-
pacity. Strong*states build
permanent institutions that
are trained,; accountable,
and capable of long-term
planning. Weaker states, by
contrast; rely on stop-gap
arrangements and short-
term fixes/ Shillong’s traffic
control- system reflects the
latter tendency—managing
through improvisation rather
than preparing for the city’s

growing urban challenges.
Equally important is the
question ofpublic trust. Citi-
zens judge governance not
just by grand projects but by
how well everyday problems
are addressed. Smoothtraffic
management, road.safety,

“The issue is not.the.absence ofmoney, but
how that money is managed andprioritized.
Recruitingpermanent traffic constables
involves more than salary. It requires the state
to provide pensions, promotions, allowances,
and decades-long career support.”

The state receives signifi-
cant central allocations and
invests in ambitious proj-x
ects across infrastructure,,
education, and health. The
issue is not the absence of
money, but how that money
is managed, and prioritized.
Recruiting permanent traffic
constables involves more
than salary. It requires the
state to provide pensions,
promotions, allowances,
and decades-long career
support. By contrast, Home
Guards receive only a small
honorarium, with no job ser
curity or retirement benefits.
They can be deployed flex-
ibly during peak hours and
withdrawn when no longer
needed. Forthe government,
they representa low-cost and
low-liability workforce.

W hile this approach
may appear cost-effective,
it comes at a price. Traffic,
police undergo professional
training to not only regu-'
late flow but also enforce
road safety laws, respond
to accidents, and handle
emergencies. Home Guards,
with their limited training,:
are largely confined to man-
ual signalling. This weak-
ens enforcement, allowing
violations to go unchecked
and leaving citizens frus-
trated with the disorder on
Shillong’s roads. The reli-
ance on Home Guards high-
lights deeper governance
patterns in Meghalaya. It
reflects the growing depen-
dence on contractual and
auxiliary workers instead of
investing in secure, perma-
nent public employees.

Similar patterns'are seen
in schools with ad-hoc teach-
ers/contractual teachers, in
hospitals with temporary
staff, and in other state ser-
vices where the government
prefers “cheap flexibility”
over long-term institution-
building. This creates a
two-tiered labor system—a
small group of permanent,
well-protected employees
and a much larger group of

[ ]
t

and timely law enforcement
are as crucial as flyovers or
new schemes. When Home
Guards, with limited author-
ity, take overroles meantfor m
trained traffic police, citizens .
rightly perceive the govern- -
ment as unwilling to invest e.
in reliable solutions. This ;
over-dependence also rais- =
es ethical concerns. Home °
Guards, despite working
long hours in harsh condi-;
tions, remain underpaid and
excluded from the dignity o f'
secure employment. Their
visibility on the streets is
high, but their recognition
and support from the state
remain minimal. In this
sense, traffic management in ’
Shillong is also a story of la-
borinequality and how some
forms of work are devalued
by policy choices.

If the'government is =
serious about addressing
Shillong’s traffic woes, it >
must move beyond tempo- !
rary fixes; Home Guards .
can and should play a sup- ;
portive role, butthey cannot
substitute for a professional
traffic force. Expanding the
sanctioned strength of traf-
fic police, providing them
with modern training, and
integrating technology such
as surveillance cameras and
smart signals are essential
steps. More importantly, :
the government must shift
its mindset from short-term
cost-saving to long-term
institution-building.

The sightofHome Guards
standing in the middle o f:
Shillong’s crowded roads
tells us more thanjusta story
of traffic. It reflects how
governance in Meghalaya is
practiced—through improvi-
sation rather than planning,
and through temporary la-
bour rather than permanent -.
investment. Ultimately, the
question is not whether the
state has money, but how
wisely and fairly it chooses
to use it.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor: Sociology)



