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EDITOR'S NOTE e

ey
1

The . goal of .our freedom struggle was not only to dethrone
the British rulers and to replace them with Ind:ans but.also the
' _transformatlon of Indian society free from exploitation, oppression -
injustice, inequality, hunger and disease. The leaders- of the-free-: .
dom movement were aware of the gross spcial-injustice - and -
dlscrlmmatlon agamst the lower castes. That was the reason why ’
the cconstitution . of Indig, not only held out a promise to secure
: socno-economnc and pO]lthal justice to .all its citizen but it also

contains some special provisions for promotmg and safeguardmo e

the socio- educatlonal and economic mtorests of the. Iowzr castes e
rehgxous mmontles and women )

D

Howaver today the majonty of‘ Indians are. llvmg under sub-~

human conditions and the independence. which we got around

. forty years ago is still a dream for them. It has not removed the

-misery, socio-economic inequalities, injustice, exploitation, hunger
and disease from among the majority of Indian peopie even though S

almost all top posts in politics, .business, industry, trade, com-
- merce, academics and the bureaucracy are being held bty the
f‘meritorioug and efficient” people of the ixp}por castes ever since
-independence. : '

A major section of those wha are living in sub-human condi-

tions belongs to Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribes: (ST) and .
other Backward Caste_s'(‘BC) and constitute more than,75. per cent « -

of India’s population. Traditionally these people who are called
. lower castes (SC, ST & BC) were assigned manual and ‘dirty ;work’
.and the upper castes reserved for themselves ‘decent’ jobs of -
polmcs religion, administration, industry, education, trade and
_,commerce and it is continuing even today. The wage structure
is against the, people of lower castes doing manual work and
‘the difference between their one hour’s labour with those of
‘doing “mental work” is _Asométimes.lmor'ethan 200 times. . - .
The promise for sacial justice and equality; which the constitu-
tion of India hold, is being-shattered in the post-independence
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India by the vested interests in the name of ¢ ‘merit and eﬁicxency
and “‘equal opportunities for all”. The society is beset with i inequa-
lity, injustice and explontatlon, whxch were supposed to be banished

once the foreign rule was over.” But India after 40 years of inde- -

pendence is still an Un_]USf and unequal society.  "The victims of

this unequal and unjust system are .mainly the members.of the,
lower castes. The caste system and’practice of untouchability has™ *~
not only debarred the lower castes from entering the administra-
tion and education but. has also debased large masses mto less

than human beings. . S

The only way to make these people equal (if the goalis
equahty) is to level them through reservations which is the only
peaceful means; to create conditions for social equality. The
oppasition to reservanon on the grounds to “provide equal oppor-

‘tunities to all” is actually to: ‘perpetuate 1ncquahtyh To talk of -

formal equality whcn ‘there is actual ‘nequality will only
perpetuate this mequallty That is why thé provxsnon for Ieserva-
tions was enshrincd in the constitution as a means. to upllft ]ower
castes which for hlstorlcal reasons, were kept socnally and economi-
cally backward' and. whxch sttll continue to be haunted by caste
prejudices. ‘

Only increase in employment & educational

. -opportunity will not help the lower castes )

' The struggle for social equality has to be fought on two
fronts : (1) fight for propOrtloml reservatnons in present employ-
“ment and educational opportunities for lower castes; and (2) fight
for more employment and educational opportunities. Saying
that all should fight for more educational and employment oppor-
tunities is like the old capitalist slogan that worker should produce
more so that all should get minimum necessities of life. But
everyone knows that increased national pioduction will not help
the havenots unless there is just and equitable distribution. Simi-
larly by saying.that the lower castes should fight for more
educational and employment opportunities, we will directly be
helping the upper castes to maintain their stranglehold on these
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It is not that national- production has not increased in the
last 40 years. In fact it has increased many times but because of
unequal and unjust distribution. a small section. of the population -
is living in luxury whereas the ma]orlty are hvmg under sub-
human conditions. Same way employment and educational’ oppor-
tunities have increased many “times. since . independence  but.
almost all these  have - been ‘grabbed by “the -upper castes.
So the talk of fight for’ more educational and employment
opportunities will help only in increasing upper caste dominance.
' All those people who want social justice and equality have to ﬁghtv
first for equitable distribution of present educational: and . employ-
ment opportunities and then to ﬁght for moie educatlonal and
employment -opportunities. :

* The above argument can be explained by another example. On
‘the one hand food production in India has increased from 50,8
- million tonnes in 1950-51 to 150.5 million tonnes in 1985-86 and
today our granaries are full and in fact weare exporting focd
grains, On the other hand millions of our people are undernourish- .
ed and are not in a position to get sufficient food to meet their
"daily needs' (according to FAO around 20} million people in India

~ - are undernourished) because they do not have the ‘purchasing‘

power’ to buy food grains. This shows that in the _present structure,
increased educational and employment. opportumt:es alone will not
~help the lower castes because, they will not be having appro-
priate mem of getting these 1ncreased opportunities.

In thls way if there is no reservanon no one knows when these
lower caste people will get opportunities in education and employ-
ment equal to their population proportions. But if there is propo¢-
tionate reservation for SC & STs according to their population
they will get proportionate representation - according to ' their
population in Class-I Central Government services, in 160 years,
As is seen from the equation below : -

SC & ST has got 5.88% share in Class-1 jobs = 40 years

SC & ST will get 23.5%; share in Class-1 jobs - = 4—%%;5-= 160
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~The population of SC & ST is around 23.5 per cent of India’s
‘population and . reservation for them ‘in Central Government
services is also around - 23% It took 40 years for them to get
5.889 7 share in Class-l Central Government services.

-Similarly other backward. castus for whom there is no reserva-; :
tion in Central govesnment services have got 4,.69% share in Class-1
services of the Central Government in the last 49 years. If it
continues in this way it will take 450 years for them to get 52%
share in Class-I central goverment services which is their due share o
One can see from the following equations : . .\

OBC got 4.69 % share in Class-1 Government service in 40 yIS.

40x52 ‘
360 450 yrs

So if 1hlS system of ‘merit and- efﬁmencv continues the Backward -
caste people will get proportionate share of their population in
Class-I Central Government services in nearly 450 years.

Therefore -merit_cannot be the sole criterion in the matter of
finding even opportunmes for all castes and communities in India.

‘Moreover the goal of any civilised society is generally to make -
all its citizen able and efficient and raise the level of merit and
eﬂic:ency in all sections of society. If a section of society 'is not
upto the general standard of merit and efficiency because of some -
historical - reasons, appropriate environment and opportunities
should be created to raise the level of merit and efficiency in all -
sections of society. This is more true for a country like India (if we .
think that it is a civilised country) where more than 75 percent
people have been declared un4meritorious and use]ess for ‘many
centuries. : , !

“Tt is hoped that this small book]et—CASTE MERIT AND.
RESERVATION—will help those political activists. and social
scientists who .are engaged in the struggle for building a new
society free from oppression, inequality, discrimination and back-.
wardness to rethink on the whole i issue of socnal equahty in a caste
structured society that is India.

OBC will get 529 share in Class-I Govt. serv1ce =



- Caste: A Reality =
o ) (Samata‘ﬁra Téam) B a

Caste is a fundamental reality in India even today. For the
last few centuries Indian society has remained rigidly fixed within
the framework of Varna system and the Indian mind is under
strong influence of the ideology derived from caste system which
assigns a persen’s status by birth, But our upper caste friends
say that caste is a relic of the past, and .in a modern democratic
set-up caste has lost its relevance and the industrialisation and
modernisation is breaking the age old caste structure. Our Marxist
intellectuals would like to tell us that, “the changes in production
relations, both in the industrial and agrarian sectors, arising from
cagitalist development, have brought about fundamental changes,

realignments, social attitude and behavoural norms, within the
caste system” they will like to inform us that, “Only the blind
can fail to see the violent shake-up that the caste system has under-
gone, especially during the last 6 or 7 decades™.

Is caste system decaying in the 1adian society ? 1Is caste giving
way under the impact of modern education and industrialisation ?
There are many who thought and still think that the caste system
will wither away with modernisation, urbanisation and westernisa-
tion, Many sociologists and theoreticians consider caste as an
anachronistic feudal institution of the past relic of irrational be-
haviour, and hoped that the growth of capitalism would bring an
end to it. After India became independent and adopted a demo-
cratic system with adult franchise many expected that the nation
will become free of the evil of casteism.

However, caste belied all these expectations, Caste continues
to operate as effectively as ever, perhaps more. Urbanisation and
industrialisation have brought changss only in some norms of
external behaviour such as in untouchability, But the chief cement-
ing factor for the caste is the marriage system, And people
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Ment A Myth

—-Suml Jasvxr Smgh
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- of late the'i issue of merrt has been the subject of'a natronwlde
debate durmg thé? reservation controversy A lot'of hue and cry
~was raised about setback ‘to' merit \because of reservations for
weaker sections. < It ‘was "argued that the metitorious were bemg
* denied their dde i in ordér to m‘omote the incompctent-and because
of this administrative ‘standards were - plummeting and:corruption
was shootmg up: Slmllarly the hypothesis of “merit” is embedded
“in"our educational system. " The “‘New Education Policy” " also
“talks a 1ot -about’ “model” 'school and colleges ' to facilitate the
growth of merit. * But what is “merit” and how is it' determined?

One stock _assumption prevalhng in the society defines 'marit
strictly on the bdsis of marks obtained in an eéxamination - whoever

* obtains higher marks than the rest or most others is most’ or more
lcompetent—-totally drsregardmg the - modes through - which- the
‘marks ‘may have ‘been obtamed This also- does ot take into
account whether the partlcular exam1nat10n is a test of merit at all.
Whoever gets a first class is ‘meritorious and whdever could ‘nnt is

"n “Those who' quahfy in‘the civil sérvices cxammanon alone are
competent enough to administer the country Oaly those ‘who
" scramble ahead of others in" entrance tests are fit for higher or
techmcal educatlon ‘Exaniination and brazen ‘competitions’ rule
the roost and they alone determine what is called merit.

" But ‘are- theSe competmons and’ examinations really as open

/ and ‘objective 4nd unbiased as they are made out:to'be?,~ Qur

L somety is an 1mmen<ely unequal Society ‘'wherein opportunitiés to
Vmost of the sections are sought to. be ‘stifled in various. ways and

in-this case the whole coricept- of - these examinations actually-turns
' but'to be' a capitalist logic deésigned to perpetuate the prevailing
inequalities. Whoever is moré powerful: will - arrogate more facili-
“ties - and privileges—law. of the jungle.. Will a race between a
. physically fit and a lame. be a fair compeutlon 7 Some instances

-clearly demonstrate as, ta-how these so- called competrtnons and
. eXxaminations.aré heav:ly tilted. in favour: of the privileged SﬂCthl’lS
~ofithe societys oo o e o
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Need For Reservations
ISHWARI PRASAD

iawahar‘lal Nehru University
' New Delhi. '

A debate is.going on in the country on the advisability of the

policy of reservation. There are four main trends of arguments on
this issue. The first is that reservation is against the interest of
Indian society because of being discriminatory. The second is that

reservation is not an undesirable scheme but it must base on some

~ secular- criteria like economic. The third is that reservation is of

_course a right scheme for SC and ST but dangerous if granted to’

other backward castes: ‘And the fourth is that the policy of

reservation is an essential course to achieve social parity in educa-

tion and administration and must rest on caste criteria. Without,

going in details of all these diverse arguments, we argue here as to.

why preferential treatment to SC, ST and OBC of society is a right

course if Indian society wishes to achxeve social equality under a
- demooratic set up.

" For any: debate -on the policy of reservatlon, it is necessary
that the essence of caste system in India, the goal of Indian society
and the objectives of reservation must be understood. Indian
society has inherited a social system, called the caste system, in
which the power generating structures are controlled by those who
happen to be born in upper castes. The Jower castes must not
have any stake in the management of society. Traditionally, this
was maintained through the ideology of purity and pollution.

‘History is the witness that the economic and political phases have
been assimilated within the system of caste because of the amazing
resilience inherent in the caste system. This is a powerful force of
stagnation of the nation. Even in the modern times, though some

- formal features of the caste system have changed, the basic ingredi-
ents of the system, in terms of ‘“‘we—they” consciousness, instead

28



Sri Bhagwat Dayal Sharma. former Governor of
Madhya Pradesh, while speaking in Bhopal at a function

organiaed by the local doctors on December 1, 1983, Said
. .

“We committed the mistake of reservation
in the beginning Now we are continuing
the mistake. Initially the provision was
made for 10 years to bring the backward
classes on par with the rest. Thereafter it
was extended for another 10 years. Now
no one wants to annoy them for the sake of
votes''. ..”’Because of reservation, you are
grooming doctors who will help in reducing
the population of the country.”’
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