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CHAPTER = 1
INTRODUCTION

| Retall trade is one of the most significant aspects
of Marketing geography which is a component or'Economic Geo=
graphy. According to Peter Scott, retail distribution or re-
tail trade is a very important sector of national economy,
while perceiving the case of the western countries'. Yet,
‘despite of its economic importance retail distribution or
trade has remain a neglected field of academic enquiry untill
recentlyz. The need fo; marketing geography was first pointed
ocut by William Applebaum.lln_his arguement he emphasized the
need to study marketing. He pointed out that though the sub-
Ject has been neglected by gecgraphera.'a large section of
the working population is engaged in marketing function, and
a large part of the urban landscape i3 devoted to structures
of whole sales and retail trade and the complex chennels of
distribution leading from the prpdﬁcing to consuming areasB.
As said earlier, Retall trade being a component of Marketing
Geography, the importance of the latter in the early stage
has been visualized by many American geographers. With this
rouse of interest, Ramond Murphey introduced a special edi-
tion of an American journal ! Economic Geography,' entitled,

1. Scott. Poter, “Geography and Retailing" °P.12.
2, Scott, Peter,(1970) : Ibid, P.12

3. Applebaum, Willlam,(1954) t arketing Geograpt
Ameriocan, Inventory and Proa cts, (Publ for the
Association of American Geographers by Syra Cuse
University), Ppe 2659259.




‘Marketing Geogiapny comes of Age' in 1961, The separate
status of Marketing Geography was then recognised only in
1972. Thus, Marketing geography received a considerable
attention from geographers only for the last 2 Gecades and.
is a dynamic discipline with a ?'short history and a long
future?®, : S 5 _ o

The Introduction of ‘'Central Place ihéory";n 1§33
by WalterAChn&staller has roused gfeat interest ahong the
geographgrs and has added considerably to the kﬁowiédge of
retail trade. Apart frop retailing *Central Place Theoiy‘
13 alsoc related to all tertiary activitiea“. Aocordihg to._
Christaller, the starting point is that an uiban centre,
be it a town or hamlet, exists prlmaril& to provide goods
and services for the surrounding areas. Such services Qre
termed a8 ?'Central Function®, and services centres provi-
ding them are 'Central Places’’. It would be impossible to
discuss the evolution of a mérket or the importance of anyr
trade, be it whole sale or Retail trade without a basic
understanding of the‘'Central Place Theory' of Christaller.
Christaller visualized that a central place would have ¢o
be located at thé.oentre of minimum travel. Though it is a
theory pf Just assﬁming_qndﬂnot quite bractica; in reality,
it has by no deane contributed a 1ot in undérsfanding the
evolution of market centres and their funetions. -

8. Scott, Peter, (1970) s op.cit, pe.id
5. Ibdd, p.12
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Although with the understanding of the theory's
limitations, it is still worthwhile to mention some of its
essences According to Christaller, aésuming that 4if given
‘a uniformly distributed purchas;dg power andvunifbrm expen=
diture pattern with equal accessibility from all points, the.
"Complementary region'! would be hexagonal in shape. This also
Amplies to the shops located in central places would also
have hexagonal market areas., Therefore, Qith this analysis |
we could understand that'the,lérget_the centre is, the grea-
ter the volume, be it in establishments and business types,
| otfer more goods and services and do greater volume of Pusi-
ness than smaller centres. Small centres mostly deals with
essential commodities and services which consumers purchase
frequently with minimum travelling. Christaller held that’
central.places or shopping centres comprise of a hierarchy
made up of discrete groups of centres. He also held that each
shopping centre of higher order provide all the goods and sor-
vices provided by lower order centre along with a discrete
group of higher = order functions. Therefore, we could assume
that the market areas of the lower-order centres rest within
the market areas cf the higher order centres., The system of
central places and their complementary regions could be go=
verned by three alternative prineciples. The marketingAprinci;
ples ié based on the assumption that all the areas could be -
served its own hinterland and an area or population equivalent
to two other settlement in addition (K=3 Principle). The pat-
tern of settlement hxerarohy according to transport principle
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would be such that many settlements would ide on the main
transport goutes connecting the higher order centre (K=4
Principle). According to administrative principle the effi-
cient administration control of settlements would result in
the evolution of distinct complementary regions in which
case a complete hexagonal system is postulated (K=7).

As has been said earlier, Christaller's 'Theory 6f”
Centrél Place'® faces severe criticism. Firstly, the assump~
tions are unrealistic. Secondly, Models are static ones and
lack time dimension and lack actual history of settlements.
Thftdly, the model has several fix tiers and each tier has
the same size and_funotiahs, and all higher order place per-
form all the functions of the small central blaces. On these
bases, Christaller'’'s'Theory of Central Places' need modifica-
tion. Therefore, August Losch came out with his 'Economic
Landscape’6

August Losch used similar hexagonal framework for
his theo§ét1ea1‘landscape. but improved and extended on
Christaller form by showingz how a complete economic landscape
can be created based on a\gggeral concept oflhierarcqgee.&y
combining the special cases of Christaller'®s framawork as
mentioned above, Losch evolved the framework of an economic
landscape in which the number of 6entres and functions per-
formed at each level of the hierarcﬁy could be flexible. This

6.. Losch, August, ' The Economic of Location; p.119
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means that all places having similar population size need

not have the same level of functions. Thus, Loschian model
'seem more realistic. though the existence of discrete steps
or breaks in hierarchy or continuity in sequence is still
questioned . Therefore, Losch's modification of central
piace'theory turns it to a'more;complexfand less rigid than
Christallerls. The flexibilities stem from the assumption
that as opposed ‘to Christaller, Losch leaves the number of
centres at a given level in the hierarchy to be served by a
central place at the next higher level free to vary and be
determined within the model. Infact, Christaller's theory
is a special case of the more generél Loschian model. In the
Loachian model, although he asserts the vertical arrangement
of sub-centre as hierarchal. It is quite clear'that the hier-
archal structure of the economic Landscape is much less clea-
red out. Central place theory therafore, could not be regar=
ded as a general theory of spacing and size distribution
cities.llé shbuld ba seen rather as altering of location one
of the cities locating like service centres,

The main complementary between these two is that
there is a considérable interest in both to the problem of
- development in thé‘geographical space., Infact, to some_éxtend
the Central Place Theor&-éan=he.qonsidered as complementary
" to Boudiville theory of localized péles of growth. While
Boudiville theory of localize functional growth poles in geo-
grap@ical space 1s not by itseif a theory of 1ocationrwn1ch‘
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explain where the functional growth poles are or where they
will be located in geographical space,

For these kinds of locational explanations, the
growth,poleﬁtheory must rely on theoriés of location of which
the Central Place Theory is the only'geneial theory which
takes account .of fhtendependencies'amnng services activities
resulting from the spatial division of labour. On the other
hand, Central plaée theory does not explain fhe growth pheno-
mena. It is therefore, a static theory. On the other hand,
the growth pele is the dynamic one and explains how induced
growth can operate in relative static economy. Thusy; with
the understanding of the phenomena mentioned above, we could
come now to the reality which effect the economy in space.

There are two sets of markets operatihg within eco-
nomies, i.e.p the-market for goods and services and the mare
ket for factors of production. These sets link buyer and seller
and 306 facilitate the exchange of commodities passing between
them. However, what are market places at the first instance ?
A market place according to Hodder and lLee ‘'may be défined as
a public gathering of buyeré and seliers-meeting.at appointed
location at a regular time'7. Thus, the understanding of the
Central Place Theory is a must in this case. Hodder and Lee
held that, the function of a central place is to prbvide a
wide range of goods and services to the population surrounding

7. Hodder, B.W. and Leeg Rogér. 'Economie ‘Geogtaglg'.p.‘lyh
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it, By understanding the above statements we could now ana=

lyse the essence of retail trade and whole sale.

Firstly we face with the problem of understanding
the difference between retail and wholesale trade. Accor—
ding to Beckmanhand Engle, there are three basic criteria
' to distinguish wholesaling and retailing. They are s (1)
The status of métives of the purchaser -~ whole saliﬁg in-
volves the‘sale of one enterpreneur to anothér, intended
fgr resale by the second, (ii) whple'salingxis concerned
with bulk demand rather than unit demand (1i1) Here accore
ding to the standard industrial classification (1968) whole~
sale trade involve establishment or places of business pri-
marily engaged in~§elling'mérchandise to retailers, Having
analysed all these, we now come to the ppoblem of develop=
ment retail trade in Shillong city with special reference
to Umpling (Bazar), ﬂ |

Statement of the Problem :

Till recently, urbanisation was in the incipient
stage in the North-East region of India.. The share of urban
population was nat more than 10 percent. This is due to the
reason that the region has long remained in relative isola-
tion from the rest of the country with a dominant tribal
mode of production. Even, strong colonial penetration of about‘
a century (1850-1947 AD) has failed in changing the produétién
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base of the economy from primary to secondary activities.
Therefore, with the absence of industrialization, the trade
and commerce sector has constantly grown' being the back bone
of the economy, and has remained the'maaor avenue of employ=:
ment generation along with expansionlin the administration
after the Iﬁdependence, ; |

| 'Within the total population of 1,3 million of Megha=
laya (1981), Shillong,: the cépital'of the Stéte has a sign1¥
ficant position acéounting-foi 5 ﬁerCent of the population
of the State, Shillong~0rhan7Agglomeration.congists of six
townships (1981), ise. Shillong Municipality, Shillong Can=
tonment, Nongthymmax, Mawlai, Pynthorumkhrah and Madanrting.
Apart. from a short setback in early 1670's the city has been
growing steadily.*but without any significant industrial base.
Therefore, employment in admanistration. other services, trade
and commerce and transport is the key element in the growth
moauntum of the city. Umpling Bazar located in the eastern
fringe of Shillong City has got many of the facilities men=
tioned above, Besides wholesaling. retailing is no doubt the
most 1mportant asyect of the bazarw In this case. the prOposed
study is fbr the Umpling area., Three aspects of retail trade
have been contemplated to be studied,. 1ike the structure of
retail trade, the morphology i.e., location, distribution etc.
and the interrélations of a retail trade with other aspects

of the economy. Moreéover, as number of retail trade nucléi
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have come up over time in Shillong, 11ke‘Nongthymmai, Polo
Bazér. Happy Valley,=Mawlai, Lahan'etc. it would be diffi-
cult to study them all in order to compare with the emer—
gence of Umpling Bazar;

It is with the above views in mind that the present
project is planned, to study in defail the retail trade
structure of Umpling Bazar in respect of its evolution, loca-
tional factors, morphology, trade structure and associated

socio-economic implications,

Literature Survey : .

A review on 'relevant literature to support the case
study is very much needed in order to achieve more or less
a sound understan&gof the internal structuré‘of.RynJah vil-
lage and the surrounding areas. Though some studies have 60&9
out recently, this field of study has been neglected for a
very long while. Even upto those day Retailing has not been
able to become a full-fledged discipline of its own, but it
is still under the shadow of Economic Geography. Therefore,
the study denoted particularly to Reiailing is scanty.

Henry Smitha was the pionesr 1h'the study of the eco-
nomic of retailing. But in his comments we find that in the

8. Smith, Henry (1937) : "Retailing Distribution®, p.1
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very first page, the unhealthy feélings of esconomist. to deal

with it, In other word, as Peter Scott said, " be€ause retail
trade appears to the English, to centain an essential element
of’unworthineSS, a blend of the sinister themselves with sﬁb-
Jects of which the titles carried more dignified and scholar-
ly connotation. He might as well added that this scholar pre=-
ditection was shared by other social scientists as wall, nota-
bly by geographersAand sociolozisti but certainty in subse= -
quent years such preditection was more evident among geogra-

phers than among economistsg The: middle of the century

visualized or saw some notable advances in the theory &f re=

tailing and in emﬁirical economi¢ enquiry, but the few con=-
trxbution that were made to our understanding of retailing
looation and spatial manifestations of Retail Sector in Bri-
tain came mainly from the works of Town Planners in case of
Britain1°; Only until lately did geographer started paying
attention to the spatial analysis of retailing. ”

It was wxlliam Applebaum in 195 who saw the impor—
tance of retailing within the Sphere of Marketing Geography
Even though. it was spelled out by Applebaum, Brian, J.L.
Berry also\emphasise on this aspect of marketing geography
while dealing within metropolitan areas in the service of
private business enterprises; In 1962, Jefferys and Knee de=~
fined Retailvas ;‘all establishments, fixed or not, and all

9. Scott, Peter, op.cites P11

10, Ibid, p.11
11. App ébaum. William, op.cit, pp.2&5-51.

12. Brian,J.L.Berry, "Geography of Market Centres and Retail
‘distribution?, p.125,
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_persdhs - owner, family workers, employees. full-time or nog,
engaged wholly or mainly in the sale of goods, in a state
ready for final consumption or use. to pri vat oonsumers.
Excluded are units. that sell primarily sery(é:;,'o.g., Cafe,
Reetaurants. drycleaners. laundries and repamrers of various
sorts of repairing represents the greater part of the trade;
" also excluded are dealers selling raw materials, agricultural
supplies in bulk, machinery and building materials. Included
are all retail outleté'ébﬁing within the above definitions,'
whether they be fixed shops.’kiosks or market étallé.'or
itinerant traders settxng on street oorners or selling from

door to door13

.Howover. with the propounding of the Central Place
Theory and ihe response of geographer to.it have added consi~
- derably to our knowledge of gpatial retailing pattern. This
happened due to Christaller's classic study,' Die Zentialen
Orte in Suddeutschland''® published at Jena in 1933 and
brought to the attention of English speaking scholars by
Ullman in 194115. Geographers dealing with Central‘Placég
and city hinterland relationship, denotes many terms such
as 'Complementary Region', Urban-Sphere of infleence |
’Uﬁland','urban—fields; 'City-region?’, ‘catchment area' eto |
to solve many purposes within this field. Berry and Pred

~:. 13, Jefferys, J.B. and D.Knee (1962) : "Retailing in
' Europe' Macmillan, London, pp. 143—&

14 Chf&Staller, W, (1933) s "Die Zentialen Orte in Sgdd
sc apd", Translated by C.W.Baskin, " :
S

: .EngleWOOd 011ff'NoJo
15. m1man,E. 1941) 3 "
American Journal of Sooiology,b6,pp.835-6h.
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in 1961,6516 also have contributed a lot in order to create
substantial literature on Central places. Berry and Garri-
son too, within the year 19358 has c@me out with many aspects
relating central place thaory17. Losch too havegcoq;g;buted'
a lot in this field. Alllthese‘approaches aimed;at the pro=
blem of delim;tation of the surround zones of a oity in terms
of services and goods undei the assumption,that”éil the ser=
vices and goods have their own sphere of influencéiand people
will travel to the nearest place at which goods and services

are available18

« Losch (1954) as Peter Scott put it has stu=
died many aspects of Christaller's Central Place, notably the
hexagon, as thg most advantageous shape foé market areas, de-
monstrated that the three principles are but special cases
drawn from a series of possible solutions, The administrative
principle, for example, could be met by a rule of 13. He
concludes that a complete regional system embodies an optimum

combination of all principles.'?

16, Berry, B.J.L. and A.Pred., (1961) : "Central Place stu-
dies : a bibliography of theory and applications?,Reglo~
nal Science Research Institute, Bibliography Series No.1
Supplement through 1964, by H.G. Barnum, R.Kasperson and

.Kiuchi, 19650

" 17. Berry, B.J.L. and Garrison, ¥.L. (1958)(a) 'The Fungtio-

nal bases of the cegtral place Hierarchy', Economic Geo-
graphy, » PPe 145~

Berry, B.J.L. and Garrison. W.L. (1958)(b) ote o
central place theory and the ran ood?, Economic
Geography, 34, Pp.30%-11,

Berry, B.J.L., and Garrison, W.L. (1958)(¢c) : * Recent
dege;ggmggt of central pla=ce theory', Papers and Pro=

cedings of the Regional Science Association, &, pp.107=20.

18, Losch, August, ' Die raumliche Ordnung der Wertschaft
Swegte neu durcggearbeitete Agf;gge',Juna,19hh, Transla-
ted by Wolfgang F.Stolper as ' The Eco Locatio
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1954, '

19? Scott, Peter, «cit, 90130

o
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:He also added fhat similar do not necessarily per-
form same function, centre need not be larger, the greater
the size of their market areas, centres if raﬁked by size
may under circumstances appear to be a continum; and market
areas may vary sufficiently in size as to preclude a resting
pattern character}stic of Christaller's system. In the
;Loschign system, consumer is again minimised and no firm

can earn excess profitsZQ.

Subsequently Berry and Gafriéon (1958, b,c)..refor&,
mulated Central-place theory in term of 'threshold' and
'range', which together enablé a hierarchical structure to
be developed without the assumption of uniformly distribue
ted purchaﬂ&Sg power basic‘to the arrangement of hexagonal

A, Christaller in 1966%%defined the ‘range of

market area
a good' as ' the farthest'distance the dispersed population

is willing to go in order to buy algood offer at a place',
Tgis limit is QeﬁermineQ‘by spatial competition among the cen#%
tre supplying the gbods; He éiso emphasised that the range
also has a ';ower ximit' which Berfy and Garrison termed aé
threshold. " Thresh ho1d23 according to Berry end Garrison

is the minimum,amouht of pﬁrchasing power necessary to‘support
the supply of a goods from a centre: Given only the concepts

of threshold and‘range they wmaintain that a central place

20. Scott, Peter, Ibid., p.13. ' : -

21. Berr'y’ BeJoeLe ana Gax_’rison’ Welo (19581)3’3 ccit.DpoBO““l?
22 Berry, B.J.L. and Garrison, W.L. (1958¢c), :0n.Cit«pp.107=20
22, Christaller, Y. (1966) : gp;ggg,. Pe222 and 9.5%,

23. Scott. Peter’ 0 oCit. p.o1 : .
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hierarchy will emerge whatever the distribution of purcha-
sing power and whether in rural regions or within a connur—
bation. These concepts no longer require the notion of no
excess profits. There are still many more scholars who have
ventured in this field like Beckmenn, Schell, Thomas, John-
ston, Kenyon ahd have come out with many views but are with-

in the same channelzb'

In the Same way central place theory also face many
criticism and much of it is directed at its concept of demand.
Infact, these are done for the betterment of the state of
?;affair in regﬁrd to this direction, '

24, (1) Beckmann, M.J. (1958) : 'Cities hierarchies and the
- distribution of City s;ge Economic. Deve. opmen and
cultural change, 6, pp. 243-8

(41) Schell, E. (1964) : ' Aspect of central place theory

substantiated by store facilities Boston's
setail landscape', Abstract of paper 20th Interna-

tional geographical Congress, London, p.207
( Edited by F.E.Ian HamiltonS

(iii) Thomas, B.N. (1961) : ‘gwards an expanded central
‘ Llace model ] Geographical Review, pp. 400=11.
(iv) Johnston, ReJ. (1966) : ! Mmmm_‘z!_n

ntra-metro itan ce t
Australian Geograyhical Studles' h,pp.19~33.

. (v) Kenyon, J.B. (1967) : ' On relationship between
g_n_x_l_unm_n__a_gg_aize_u_mace' Annals of

the Association of American Geographers. 57
pPp. 736=50,
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' Regarding the fringe study related to market some

Indians also have ventured into this Spheré. Wadhva (1983)25
noticed that a majority of the people who have shifted out
to the fringe area belong to the low or middle income groups.
‘Acoording to few Indian Scholars like Nangia’§1976),’A1am
(1965), Gopi (1978)26 observed that the greater the dynamism
of the city leads to a (faster growth of fringe area.

Thus with the general rev;ew'of the all the theories,
modification afid observances of mény scholars, we get an
insight to many aséécts, while dealing with the study case
' The Evolution of Umpling Retail Trade Market *,

1

25, Wadhva, Kiran, ' Urban fringe land markets ' Concept
Publishing Co., New Delhi, 1983.

26. (1) Alam, M., * Hyderabad, Secunderabad = A study on
urban geography', Allied Publishers Pvt. Ltd,
Hyderabad , 1965.

(11) Hangia, Sudesh, ! Delhi=-Metropolitan region'f
K.B. Publications, New Delhi, 1976.

(iii) Gopi, G.N., ' Process of urban fringe Development®
A Model'~ Concept Publishing Co., New Delhi,

1978, P.98.:
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Research Querries :

As said earlier, after having a general idea of many
aspects related to retailing, there are many aspects which we

 could venture while dealing with the case study.

This involve the quest fop documents,'local informa=-
tions and other valid contributions from many people relating
to the evolution of Rynjah village as a whole, There are
many factors which are interrelated to this evolution pheno-
mena e.8., the evolution of Shillong, the importancé of mare
kets (periodic markets ) around Umpling, the political phenome-
non which happens and has contributed to this evolution. There
will be a thorough check on government schames and loans which
has been granted to this area for developmént. Many othefs
would also be§§>inoorporatéd within this purview. '

Regarding the structure of retall trade many applica=-
ble ideas and theories of different scholars would be sorted
out and incorporate in this work. Other survey@%linformation
would also be emphasised. The internal structure of the area
including the market areas will be carefully analysed as such
to give a clear idea of the morphology of area. Maps with
Cartographic assistance will be of great help in this work.
Tables, graphs and other'techniques will be used to give a
clear idea of the'commoditj mix and the composition of traders

from different communities will be analysed at large.



18

' Finally, many more surveys will be analysed to enable
us to understand-the,population, sgx‘rat1o;dependenoy~ratio,
end the structure of employment both_by self generating, and.
wage in assistance to the service in trading in. the area,
along side with other services which could be presented in

the market area,

OBJECTIVES 3

. The present study deals with the evolution and struc-
ture of Retail trade of Umpling Bazar° The emphasis through
‘out is on the analysis of the evolution and retail structure
smq the inse:relat;om with other aspects of the economy, Re- .
garding the evolution ofthe1ma:ket,temphas;s wou;d‘me made
on how it has originatedfactors which hevesled ;o'fhe evolu-
tion of the retail market will also be studied. In dealing with
retailing, all other seryioes.spert from tbe conSumgtion ‘
of commodities sold in the market, other services such as
workshops of all kinds, and services which~ere informei and.
formal would be enalysed in detail.-In other words, the spa-
tial distribution of all’ these commodities and services would
have to be analysed.

_Therefore, we sum the objectives within the following:

.(a) to study the history and conditions on which Umpling
retail market developed. ,

(b) to study the structure of retail trade in respect to
locational attributes, morphology and commodity mix
and, .

(c) finally to study the structure of employment (both self

and wage employment) and trade structure of the market.
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Siggifioance.of the Studx H

As has been said earlier, in absence of industriali-
zation, trade and commerce sector has constantly grown and
became the backbone of the economy of Meghalaya. Therefore.
it is important to study the retalling structure of Shillong
. to get insight of the emerging structure, of retailing in
.this,fast growing urban centre located in a tribal and hill
area. Mbreover. there are very few studies on the various

aspecte ef market development in the region. ;

' Taking a good look at Umpling~Bazar‘we find that it.
has become oné of the most important growth centres in the
eastern fringe of the city. To Justify the statement, the .
functions and services rendered by Umpling bazar has its . ..
effect to no Iees‘then'S < 6 square kilometre of the surroun=
ding erea;71nract, we could:find»aimost‘all kinds of essen-
tiolioOmmo&itiés“and serVices in the bazar ( market ) viz.,
Banking, medical aids, whole-sale of stocks of all important
eommoditieé, reliable transport facilities, technical. school
workshop of different construction e.g;, fabrication,.carpen=-
try, automobile, blacksmithery etc, and building construc-
tions. Due to the presence of schools, government and Mili-
tary administrative units, adding to the private buildings
and homes, have helped in developing the bazar and expan- |
' ding the volume of its oommodities sdle and service rendered.
The importance of government and military quarters are not
the least in the development and expansion of the bazar. Ta=-
king a glance at the market we find that in the past few years
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it has radiated along the roadside to Umpling proper to
Lapalang village, Pohkseh and even farther on. This is due

to the uprooting of some 20-25 illegal petty retailing shops
in recent years. Therefore, we find that Umpling bazar situa-
ted in Rynjah village, is not only a central place of the
village itself but a combination.of other shops and service
and infrastructure found in the three other Qillages as well
.8+ (Pohkseh, Umpling, Lepalang)*villegeSw'*"

. Data Sources :

The project would not be an easy one. This is due to
-‘the fact that materials would be scarce. The study of Marke-
ting geography bs of recent origin ( of about two decades
old ). There are neither any number of significant studies
en marketing in the region nor adequate data base of research
since the’region islrelatitely backward. Therefore, mich of the
work will be based on field survey and investigation. Other
secondary sources would be from Banks schemes and development
”programme, Government sources and office of the district
.council, trading licenses from the District Council. Munici-
pality and the Village Durbar which will be utilized to the

S

extent possible.

Methodology :
Since there exist no systematic data on the problem,
as said earlier, most of the information will be collected
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from documents and field survey.

' The progject wiliiianlve*the study of historical
condition“and“ioeatiohel‘bnrwhieh'the“market has emerged
through historical documents and data on Umpling. The' loca-

tional structure 'and morghology would involve detailed map=
Me ping'of”the market by physical survey. The trade structure
- and employment issues will be studied through a socie-econo-
mic survey of the market.Within the methodological section,
data would be grouped into variables found to be suitable
for the purpose, | ' |

(1) Population growth Rate
(2) Sex Ratio
(3) Literacy Rate

(4) Occupational Structure ( dependency structure ). -
(5) simple Quantitatlve and Cartographic Techniques.

These would be in comparison with other resemblance areas and
Shi;leng_egg;omeratien itself. Other‘espect,such as immigra-
tion dlso would be dealt with physical survey which give impe=
tus to high share 8f workers in secondary and tertiary activi-
ties. |

| Tﬂes,ih éeneral'We-could represent the whole survey
work 1n‘sehedg1e which would be attacked. Thissehedule in fact
will deal with many relevant aspects needed to be analysed in
order to givée the sork a sound footing and very informative,
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Plan of;Work H

The study as a whole'has been done systematically"

wwhere~each~chapter-deals’with-definite aSpects;

. In the second chapter an attempt has been made to :
‘deal with the evolution of Umpling retail market. This 1n- '
‘oludes the history and condition of its emergence. The third
'chapter would deals with the looation and morphology of the
.bazar as a whole. In this chapter the pattern of set up of

different stalls and @owdise aspects would be highlighted.

-'In chapter rour would involve the analysis of the trade
structure, emphasising on retail trade in respect to the loca=
tional attributes. morphology and commodity mix The fifth
chapter would be on theestudy of the structure of employment

(both self and wage employment ) relating to the trade struc-
ture. Here a detailed survey has been carried out on all
'kinds of service rendered by the bazar, right from daily

labourers to the big businessmen.



The origin of market ne@ds to be carefully analysed
begore other aspects could be doscribed, There had been theos
ries relating to the origin of markets, The common orthodos
theoxy ét:ated that market started with the individual need to

' barter, thus leading to locsl exchange, then the division of
labour and lecai markets. After this sequence has been comples
ted, then comeg the neéd for long digtance or external exchange
or t-.xade%" There is another theory which is quite opposite
to the fex.-'me: orthodox one, It stateg that m,a;rké.ts depend on
trade ( external trade ) and not that it arise ocut of the

demands of purely individual or local e:nchangeae

Therefore,
markets arc not the starting points but are products of longe
distance t'-taﬂmgs. Thus, generating the division of labour
and enployuént?g '

'#.General Review of sShillong City s

as we all know"thatf shillong 45 an agglomeration of
6 townships, i.e2¢, Shillong Municipality, shillong Cantonment,
~ Nongthymmai, Mawlai, Pynthommx'ah and Madamhg ( shown in
Fig. 2,3“5)

37. %dder. B.We and Lee Rogexs g ® Econemic GQQM“.;’.B?
26, Ibid, p«137 .
29, 90337
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Rynjah lies within the township of Nongthymmaie
\

Being so close to the shillong city, it is classed ag one

of the 25 f£ringe village and also a very dynamic eheg."?tinge

village depicts a transitional zone betweon a city and the
suzreunding villages, im social and economic 8ynam1cs° QV

It is also a distinet stage in the process of sub~uxhanisation§1
Due ¢o the expansion and extension of the urban exeas.,the
fringe tends to get in-corpeorated into the city and a new
fringe is created overtime, | |

In oxder to understand more adbout the nature of
Rynjah village, a little discussion of the evolution of
shillong nature of urban £ringe would be wbrthwhile, There

~ are three main factors which operated in giving emphasis on

the characteristics oflan urban fringe, They axe as followss

(a) Nature and function of the city and

(b) Overall socioueconomic condition ofaghe area
- within the city and its hinterxland

The urbanisation of shillong is & peculiar one,

regarding its location and a péedominantly tribal and hilly

areas. Shillong infact was a hill (Lum shyllong) the resi-
ding pléce of the God called 'Lei shyllong'. Even though

the urban centre evolved &FSWK%the weekly market called
Iewduh ( Barabézar )33 The’éeal‘prominent settlement at that

30, Mshanta, HeBs(1986)3 Continuity snd Change,: A Geographi-
° cal analysis of the urban f£ringe of shillong Urban Aggoloe
meration s A case study of Mawsbuie.p.as
3i. ¢ Gopi, KON0(197a)3 "Process REOan rince.
A model concept pub“ishin Co. Deihi,
32. Mahanta, 3036%1986) Opecit. p.66 ‘

33, Ibig, p.68
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tiine,(i(!SO's) was in Labans -

The credit of the evolution of shill.ong cu:y ig no

‘ doﬂbt: goes to the Britishers who ¥uled the country at that time,

. Chexrapunjee wvas select:ed as a ‘British Milit.ary head quantex in
1829, But due to the harsh weatheg conéi‘t.tonsv and ghortage of
watexr supply, shillong was opted in 71834 by Capta:l,_n Raw;atta
| Thus, d)etralpm,jeegg?lvost its mertanae.'srxulong then éroved
to be & favourable central doecation and has the advantage Of
m!.litaxy post and eivil station and eaéy access. This follows
the transfer of the District Headquarters of the Khasi and
Jaintia hills fxom cnerrapﬁnjee to shillong and the chifting
was completed ,1n' 38’761_._ @ulom'was algo thén made thg _captggi

of Assam,

- There was allreund emanémn $:n shillong in the poét-
Independent péxiod. Due to heavy in migration there has been a
laxgé esqaansion of tesider;tiél and adminigtrative buildings and
vacant lands 1n the nmnicipal. area which was created in 1909,
Proper planning was absent in s&:ulong at this stage. there was
a haphazem distribution of all kinds of buildings. In 1953,
shulor;g-cen‘si'sts of two part's.- the Muniéipaliey and Ca‘nﬁenmem‘.o
By 1961, Nangthymmai and Mawlai townships had developed to form
_two additionals. Due to \mrestr&etea residential expansion and
changing in muns.cipal haundaxy. a clear ﬁinge area’ developed
am\md Sh!.nong. Happy Valley. Umlyngka. Upper Shulong. Nongkseh,
”PEW~$°htuno-Maﬁanrt1ngo Pynthgxumkhrah.l«nmmwn89ngsénd Umpling
_de;\‘rglopw uxbén;charactexi_sticsfin their r;bzphological ‘énd economic



TR — e e e
- e,
-

y——

28

8&tup.. Madanrting and Pynthoxumkhrah were included unde:

Shillong Aggleme:ation in 1981,

. In 1972 when the Meghalaya state was created,

- Shillong remained the capitals shillong was iméortant for its

sdministrative purpose and has ascribed certain degree of

specialization to its functions, The growth of population at

a rapid pace leads to the acquisition of new settlement-in the
urban agea, Similarly the share of workers in traﬂitionallnon—
primary occupations declines to a great extent,-adding more

' to the existing urban characteristics. an analysis of its demo-

graphic, socio-economic characteristiés would be wogthwhile
in this contesxt,

Examining the Table 1 page«3 ;certain impoxtant

charactetistics cmerge.

SN The growth of population is higher during the 1960°s

SR

than the 197@'9 in all the four constituents except shillong
Municipality, The reason is quite cleaf due to the large scale
out-migration resulting f£rom the'shifting of capital’from‘
shillong to Dispur. On the other hand the overall growth rate
is higher in the 1970%s indicated in the figure for Shillcng
Agglomerationa

The growth of population is due to the
(1) Natural increase (4i) change in the municipality boundary
and (iii) in migrat;on from the surrounding rural areas as well

as from distént places including inter-state migrations
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Excluding the population. of Madanrting and Pynthor-
umkhrah the growth of shillong urban aggl¢meration remain 28,9
‘per—cent instead o£ 43,70 per-cent in 1981, Thus, the population
growth of shillong depicts of" a picture of ¥ Relative stagnat&on“aé
_ According to Rohapatra, the causes of the stagnation were due to
{1) shifting of capital f£rom Shillong to Dispur and (2) Physical :
e#tensipn of the city into the hinterlands, which do not clearly

£igure in the census enumerationge

‘Immigration into shillong could be of two types . (1)
-Migration gtyeam from the immegdiate hinte:land of shillong, and
(44) Migration f£rom inter-state and distant places within the
states |

But both thesé, according to Mehanta had no significant
impget as.firstly'the ggtxounaing areas are governed b& tradie
tional=agriculture and izibal milieu, Secendly, in ihe seconq
ingtance that due to the relative decelexation of its urban funce
tions, particﬁlarly after the chift of the capital of Assam,
shilléng has become only a health regort and éducatioﬁal centre,
Furthermo;e. immigration from other states was by the constitue-
tional safeguards provided to the scheduled tribes of the areas
in the sixth schedule 65 the Congtitution ana‘emploﬁment OppPOr=
tunities‘an'tﬁé 80 ¢all ‘Whitg Collar?! joba, aoweQGg, the ¢engtruc~
tion sectote-have‘attracted large streams of lsbour immigration
into the state and shillong as well. This iérébgﬁe‘txue‘wiéh the
case of ﬁynjah-ﬂmpling area and also of PYnﬁhbrumkhréh; "‘

34, Mnhapatxa. AsCo(1984) ¢ "Infzastxuctuxal constraints on‘Uxhan
development in Hill and Tribal Ax
Paper prosgented in the 16th annual Conﬁexence of the Regional
Science Agsociation of India,Depprtment of Economics,Jadavpur

University, Calcutta.
35+ Mohanta, HeBs(1988) 3 OE-Ci‘t' 9074 N
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By looking at . the trend of urbanisation in shillong,
it is found that the eastward trend is more dynamice This could
be to the topographicai ‘limitations. slopes cha:acteristics and
the complexity of land cwnershipéeas pointed out by Halei, that
the expansion is relatively slow in many directions. The establish=-
ment of having colonies etec, do not have full‘li&emy in many'
parts of Shillong, therefore, the statement earliex that the
eastward trend of urbanisation is more aynamlc. Rynjah village
would never havée beén so important had it not been to the hopsing
colonies, Théxe az'e four housing col-oﬂieé which-have coms up.
helped by Government lcans, they are refugee colony (1960°s), -
Khasi colony (1960's), Posts and Telegraphs Quarters and Society
Colon)’;?‘?o This constituteg about three quartexs of the population
of Rynjah areas Moreover, there are Industrial Training Institute
(1TI) qumets fast coming up in the--sou“the:n' part of the village,
South-eagt of Rynjah village, we could sce & sudden emergence of
.quarters for Military petéonnel s« Even thouch the eagtern areas
6£’ Shillong have to accompdate housing colonies, Shillong still
face a pmblém of accomodation and the inner city is getting more
and more congested and the tragfic dengity is getting higher
'eve.t‘yday. and frequent traffic jam is expe’:iencéd in the ci{.&.i

Demegraphic _structure Q
1971 and 1981 censug data for these vulages have

four 1ndicators which are as follows 8=
(i) Population growth rate
(11) sex Ratio
(444) Literacy ,
{4iv) eccupational structure 3

36 HOlod, K.(1984)s "Land Ownership: in Khasi Hills®, Hill
GeOgrapher. vol. IX,- '
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thillong Municie 72439 _g“;ss‘gig .
- pality A
Cantonement. 268 4730
. Méwlod 858/ 14260

Nongthymmat 190%4/ 16103

pynther Umkhrah - o~ =

 Msdenrting .. =" 3013

/o

‘107673

422,85

440,66 -

- #b2.22
- 933491

o

&hillong "‘"*-asyf’fscoss 122733

'ﬂ"

'j A f’ ma_ase""e

30,53

+43,43

L 5o

:..viﬂasouxcess census of mﬂia méﬁv fam:a fﬁnal tames foz' 1961 and 1973
P:w‘isional populatiiaon totaz ﬁeghalaya Sexiecs=314.
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{a) Dependency ratio, and
- {b) share of nop-agricultural workers.

(a) ngulation growth Zate 8 ’
' The growth rate of population over the decade 197181

‘can be used as an indicater of the fringe development. The
gféwth'réte:éf a village may result of the thres processes

(1) Irmigration from far-off places into tﬁe Viliaée'(ii) Rosgie
dential shift from the ¢ity and (i44) change in the village
_beundary. All these three procesges axe operative in the £ringe
villages. The higher rate of growth which is higher than any
other rural areas and even the city 1ndicates the traneitional
character of the fringe areas Rynjah village including the
refugee colony and the society colony would certainly experience
a growth rate more than that of the shillong U:ben Agglomeration
(43.43 per cent ) over the decade 197181, ’

(b) Sex Ratio 3

| The sem ratic can be expressed as. the nuﬁbeﬁgpf females
rer 1000 males, The deeline in sex tatiocsnﬂ'bé édOptedﬁ 8 an
indicator of urban influence, The state of Meghalaya,shcwa a
higher sex=-ratio in general, Any decline in the tatio will,,ndi-
~ cate a concentration of more male pcpulation. The concenpxaéion
may be the result of (i) sex ratio st birth (ii) differeﬁgial
mortality of the two sexes at different stages of 11£e or\(iii)
sex selectivity among the migxants. i1e€e, (a) Male immigratgon
and (b) £emale outmigration. The declino in the ratio happens
if all these factors operate. in. favour of the m81690 s ¢

’
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: (,-' o Utbanlﬂnits | ' L 1972 ' a |

Shillongy Munieipality = o 261
Centcnement‘ N S 765
Mawlat ST , 638
Nongthyzmmai S 881
Pynthog Umkhgah - : -
Hadansting o : -
Shillong V.l . ) 855

Sourcet Comgde of India 1981,
) 2 Ca : . ‘

L ' Provisibnsl Population Tables 1981 Meghaslaya.
’ " ‘ e
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TABLE -3

Varisbles showing degree of changes in the fringe villageg of Shillong

Urban _agglomeration 1971i-'81

Name of the village :Locat-— :Decennial‘ Sex Ratio |[::hange in. .

Literacy.. ...

don opulati % in % in Sex ratios % in &% in -e—%-change ,% growth
iCode jon growthjio71 } 1981 $(1971-81) | 1071 11981 | 1971-81 IRate
H $1971-81 } HE - - 11971-81
. A 4 = " N L , N { - A A i
1 2 3 4 3 6 7 8 o 10
Mawlyndep 1 38,46 873 789 -84 9,05 37,58 28,53 47,5
Nongkyndong 2 61,49 891 951 60 1.72 21.35. 19.63 1.9
Maw Laingut 3 121,83 769 939 170 8.03 23,02 14,99 39,2
Nonguml ong 4 38,94 1022 1162 140 27.5 47.61 20,11 11.1
Nongpyiur 5 20.82 890 208 18 41,64 63,98 22,34 7.6
Sadew 6 -1.76 1079 1053 =26 64,99 66.15 1.16 0
Pomlum 7 -7591 . 631 1069 438 64.38 14.76 -l -141
Makhan Pasir 8 103.51 869 1217 348 24.27 47.27 23,00 32,7
Mawrashe | 9 11,89 762 935 172 24,32 42,51 18.19 14.7
" Pomlakrai ' 10 92,41 973 1049 76 9.48 20.16 10.68 - 30.9
Kynton-U-Mon 11 144,59 1176 1011 «165 32.43 46.96 14.53 25.4
Laitkor 12 74.74 994 - 967 -27 19.49 34.12 14.63 21.00
. Jyntah 13 61.93 1031 2994 -37 34452 46.08 11.56 11.6
Rynjsh 14 142,73 834 993 159 23.98 43,30 19.32 33.8
Mawsbuit ‘ 18 38.69 1016 931 -86 21.28 30,51 9.23 9..9
Gate-Shyruat 16 158.14 1263 1018 -245 = 63,23 38.73 8,51 29,0
Mawpat 17 316.40 667 764 97 2,67 56421 53,54 68.7
Mawiong .18 =103 979 882 -97 8.65 11.54 2.89 3.2
Lyngkien(Mawpet) 19 40.98 921 847 -74 23.97 46.83 22.86 23.1
Umswali .20 86.9 651 933 282 11.27 15.99 4.72 127.5
Mawkynroh » 21 25.0 1077 975 ~-102 - 35,94 38,75 2.81 3.4
Mawdiang-diang 22 8.0 613 957 344 12,00 18.89 6.89 18.3
Liewmyrsiang 23 29,24 1060 856 -104 38.01 42,99 4,98 4.6
Ui am( Sumer 24 208.65 588 863 275 $8.86 47.51 =10.35 15.3
Umdam(sarapani) 25 176.5 678 = 832 154 65,62 49,52 «15.1 " 31.6

Source 3 i) For 1981 data unpublished file from the Census oOf India, Meghalaya. S
2) 'For 1971 data district Census HanBibook for East Khasi Hills Digtrict, 1971,

Table contd.
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TAELE -5

Level of Literagz in shillong Uxban*égggcmeration

Agglomeration

g o 1971 o 1981 ,
| L Total  Malée | Female _Total ___ Male _ Femsle
shillong Munici- - .
pality 68.16- 73,01 62,24 67.86 71.36. 62,54
‘Cantonement 57.48 . 63,08 50422 60. 26 63.88 55,51
Mewlal 52.62 © 56,30  48.10 56, 20 50.92 52.09
'Nongthymmai 69.38 72,60 165,73 65453 69.22 61.48
; Pynthornmkhrah - - - 53,39 59,69 46,12
'Madanrting | - - - = $1.96 55,98  47.73
Shillong Utban C - o .
66.11 70,80 60,62 | 682.98 68.18 59,39

Sources Census of Indis,

Provisional population total, Meghalayay

1981,
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TABLE-6".© ©
Co osite Index for- Identlfication of Villages with’ Mésx:e Urban Characteristlcs. 1971-81.

P I Popula- Change Percentage —Growth Change share Growth - Jotal
Name of the village tion - in sex of litera- rate in in dep- of non- rate in’ scores
growth ratio cy in 1971 1liteéra- enden- agri. non-agri.

Rt . rate cy " ey workers workers
' 1971~ ratio 1971 _

. _81 . "
Mawlyngdep 3 4 3 4 4 2 3 25
Nongkyndong 4 3 o2 2 1 1 1 14
Mawlail Ngut 4 2 2 4 i % é . ig
Nongumlo 3 2 3 3 4 2 < -
Nongpyiu:g 3 3 3 2 2 2 4 19
Sadew 1 4 2 2 4 2 2 17
Poml um 1 1 1 -1 4 1 1 10
Makhan Pasir 4 4 3 -4 1 2 4 19
Mawrashe 2 2 2 3 4 b} 1 15
Paml akrai .4 - 3 2 a 4 2 4 23
Kynton=U=Mon . 4 & . 2 4 3 3 4 24
Laitkor 4 4 2 4 1 2 3 18 .
Jyntah 4 4 2 3 4 3 4 24
Rynj ah 4 2 4 4 1 1 1 15
Mawsbuit 3 ¢ 2 2 3 3 3 20
Gate=Shyrwat 4 4 2 4 1 1 1 17
Mawpat - 4 3 4 4 1 2 2 20
Mawiong . i 4 2 4 4 1 1 17,
Lyngkien(Mawpet) 4 4 3 4 1 1 18
Umsawli 4 1 2 4 4 2 2 19
Mawkynroh 3 4 2 2 4 1 1 17
Mawdiang-<Diang 2 1 2 3 4 2 3 17
biewmyrsiang 3 4 2 2 4 | 2 18
Umiam( Sumer) 4 E ] 1 3 1 1 1 12
Umi am(Barapani). 4 2 ‘1 3 4 1 2 17

¢
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The increase &n the number of male immigrants to
the village»is significant fin. the context of the pxesént study
that is the Retail trade in Umpling éazas. The influx of male
immigrants has prought about a marked change in the economy of
the village and its surrounding areas. But it is quite unfortunste
that a more éccu:ate ﬁuMbers of 1ﬁm$g:ants;couﬁa,not fe‘attained,
The cause may be aue to the slagness of the government agents.
:the lack of 1nter£erence of the village authorities. and thisg
have been a slight care to many of the immigrants to be electo»
sates. and to answer to the censgs agents vhen survey takes place.
Thé& just came here to work and to earns As Mahanta put it, “The
fortune seekers fi@ﬁ-oppzeaive climate and often hogtile soéial
life of the plain9237 The cool climate and social life encourage
these 1mmigrants‘and thus Sten, rightly put this place as "scotland
of the East“éBOut of the total 28 ﬁrihge vil;ages.,13 villages
sho&'a decline in sex ratio over a decéde#while it increases all

over the state and shillong itself.

| Rynjah village shows an increass of sex ratio of about
159 in 1971-81 (Tableo3)'thougﬁ this could be true but tﬁé fact
of a good amount of influx from outside ghould be taken into
account in order to get a goed knowledge of the villagea \

The index of literacy ghows hcw much a scciety ié
transformea. In all the fringe villages the grcwth rate of \

38. Sten, H.W.(1971)a The Me hala Year Book,. 1071, Notth East
India News and Feature Service Shil 6 . , B
370 Mahanta. 3036(1986)' Q‘goCito' p.66 o .\‘
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lieeracy is quite in a good trend, Rynjah village records a ‘
growth rate of 33,8 per cent literacy in 197181, the table 4
shows the villages with higher growth and more than 20 per cent
literate people in 197159/ |

The da,ssificatién does not really chows high levell

. ofhuzbanisatién. .Fox" atam;;ie_. KRerala with 74,42 per cent literacy
};x:ate need not be th;e ‘nibst»uxbanised state .ofA Ind_ia, In o;heg_

_words the decline in literaey rate could indicate a large influx
o;i\.‘ illiterate pecple to cat;ér the service needs of educated ems
pl'éyees' of these set#lefments.;. But on the other habd, examining

#he table except a few, all the fringe area &hb_ws a pOsit;ix;é

‘teend in termg of percentage and growth rate,

\ ,
B hagntioned carlieT,

wWith these two important theoxies we could' express
‘ our views on what groundas, market placeg arise or emerge. egpé-

’_;c'mally while dealing wif.h the case gtudy of the evelut on ¢£

umpi ing Retail Market,

Khasi Hills 1s often known as "the land of 30 Kings®e.
Rynjah village 1n w‘xich u:npling Retau. market is situated, is

“ within the jurisdiction of the syiem of Mylliem, which is one

of the 25 states in the Khasi Hills, ( SWIMepeMent during

the Britiah regime Yo Umpling Retail trading market is one among

the many to b -;%&*classified as a* focal or a growth point?, 39

'rherefore. although it is vex:y small in size it is vety important

39.State Bank of India 1985 & District Credit Plan, 198385 and
annual Action Plan for East Khasi Hills District, S.B.ls.
Regional Office, shillong, 1985, ppP 01
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economically. It is accessible by metalled road and transpott
facilities are more or less adequate. with the abgence of
1ndustxialiaation. trade and commerce gector, has ggown to be
the back bone of the économy of the state and upto a miuute
level as the Umpling Retail market,

There had been trade going since time. 1mmemctia1.
between the people of the hills and plains. Moreover, apart
eﬁrom this kind of txaﬂe, periodic maxketing is still very active
"1n the state of Meghalaya as a whole. Examining the Calender of
ehe KJIP ( Khasi Jaintia Presbyterian synod ) 1989, we £ind that
there still exist a very stable internal periodic marketing withe
1n the SyiemShips. SeQe, Mylliem, Khadsawphxa. Cherrapunjee etce
I£ we take a close look between the Mulliem and Khadsawphra
Syiemships we £ind that once in eight adays, the& éhaxe 8 common
markgt place calied Iew Shillohg originally situated in the
present Laitumkhreh bazar. This periodic aspect, of this bazar ‘
has vahished as Laitutkhrah is now within the central part of the
city thus all the bazar's periodic entities are now lost, within
the urban quality type of market. Ie@dph or Bara bazar is still
an important part of the periodic ma%két}chain in the Mylliem
5yiémshipéoand still under the'juxisdiction of the syiem of
Mylliem., Iewduh is éiéo the biggest market of the Khasi Hills
right £rom olden times. One may al'so experience the brigk trading
in xewauh or Bara bazar on the bazar dey snd the market would be
'unusually crowded. There would also be some certain special

40. Khasi Jaintia Presbyterian. Synod Calende:. 1969
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cenmodities which could be brought cnly on those days which

are specially dealt by ce:tain sections of the magchantg who

‘ spe_ciélizeq m,thesé pexiodﬁe'marketz;. 'I‘_hesa merchants travel
every day f£rom one market plr'ace to another uith their commoditiese
Tbeté are certain merchants who bu*ys‘ certainA comditieé grom

onc market and sell them in anotheé market and making their
livelihood in this manner.

Bofore coming to the case stuay. we have found now
that even xewduh which is t.he nexve centre of traﬁe and commarce
in shulcng and the wvhole Eagt Khasi mns. was once only a
periodié magket place. In olden days no onc was anowed to
reside in the magket pléce and sacrifice was also offer to the
deity once 'av year by'tﬁe Syiem (écmblang). We also £ind that
' Iewduh or Bara bazar along with the Police Bazar which is an
extension of the original Iewduh ( Bara bazax‘ ) had almost all
the commoditics coming £mm’ within the Syiemship, other Syiem-
ships and £rom other states as well. Then they are distributed
to other markets around Shillong and i$s(ly suburbs and into the
interiorx part of the state also. It also export products of the
state to other states of the countxy. such ag potatoeas, broomstick,
fzuits, betelnuts, pans etc. Now, Iewduh is a daily market dea-
ling with varieties of commodities and also create many. occupa-
At‘ienalv aﬁénﬁés such as labouz and sexvices. It is ths main centre
of buginess 'and senreq@other satellite market places in which
Umpling Retail market is one of them,
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It would be difficult to say or analyse the origin
6f Iewduh as it is one of the oldest market place in the Khasi
and Jeiﬁtia Hills.‘It might heve beenfetarted as stated the
Orthodox theory of the need of individual to barter for their
deily need, But as exemined, the preeent functioning of Iewduh
we find that the second theory to be more suitable for its
evolution. We find that Iewduh has nothing to produce on its
own. It only acts as a oentral place and promoter of trade and
4commerce. It became as it is today, due to the long distance
trading and generating other sphBres of avenues in occupations

" ‘such as labour and other services needed by the market.

In analysing the evolution of market places Chris-
taller's'Central Place Theory" would,give valuable understan=-
ding on how things took place at the very first instance. accor-
ding to Christiller, marketing started at a definite centre.

Be it a town of Hamlet which provided goods and services to the
surrounding axeasg These services are called ‘Central functions*
and the serviCe‘oentres'providing them are called central places4}
There ere also certain facts which are true regarding the impor=
tance of the market centre especially:while comparing Iewduh

(Bara bazar) and Umpling Retail market. Christaller assumes that
larger the centre the more etensive will be the market area and

42

the greater the gpecialisation in serxvice provision o Therefore,

the larger the centre the more establishment and business types

e r—
[N

41, Scott, Petet;\ 'i‘& OE.c1t, p.12
42, scott,Peter, i*f.:f::}}) Ibid, p.12
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it will hawve, and offer more gdods and services and does a
greater volume of business than a small centre. Large centre
" also provides higher orxder goods which are boughtnless
frequently.,

chrtstaller also held that "shopping centxe of eqph
higher order pxoviqes all the goods and sezvices. provtded
by lower ordex centtes together with a digcrete group Cof highet
ozdet iunctiona" f infact, it is quite right in dealing with
the case study a? without the influx of gecods and services
; ﬁ:om_eaxabazax./Umpling Reotail market would have no signifi-
’ﬁfance and its ggolution would not have been possible énd so
f‘does many'othe% retail markets all around shillong.
é | |

Bven though the second theofy mentioned above is
more sﬁitab;e éith regards to the evolution of market places,

the first'oné §lso'ﬁeeas congideration. In the procegs of

ﬁ ‘evolution of qﬂl the retaid markets in an around shillong,.

‘though there éoula be some similar factors which have encouw
- raged their gkowth. there are also some differeng £factors
‘which have played an 1@poztant gole in their emaxgence, For
examnlesm the emexgence of Polo Bazar and Umpling Bazar do
have many similarities and differences as well. We £ind that
both the areas are typicalAgrowth point axeas.,44

Theyrhave'aﬂequabe roadlinks for tranSPOrt and'catez
to a good portion of the area in Shillong. Iha similarities

i

430 Scott. Pete’. Ibid, 9013 i i .
44, state Bank of India 1965, Opscit. pp /o, it
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between these two.market areaé are that they evolved due to
the potential ity of~béing central places. Moreover, it would
be meaningless for shoppers to travel f£rom these places upto
Barbazar or Police Bazar to. do their shoppings daily, It would
algo be diﬁficult gor.perle £rom Umpling arca to come upto
Laitumkhrah Baéa: to do their shopping. As said earlier, these
places are classéd.és growth points or focal points. They are
1mpoxtant places where people £rom the surrounding arecasg meete

Therefore. a need for shOps was visualised by many buginess
minded people, The adequate road 11nks.also encouraged this as
| iﬁlpxovides'fiee accessibility of the people and commodities.

" Taking. the césa~o£ Umpling Retail market, the population to which
it caters also is sufficient enough to Btabilise the market. It
seives quite a large area in comparison to many of the market
aregs of sShillong. It serves the villages of Pohkseh, parts of
Madanrting, Lapalang, Umpling, Refugee colony and Rynjsh Qillage
itself, | | A‘ . |

Udpling Retail market emerged ver& lately.‘around the
‘early 60°s. Though it is centrally ldéated. becaﬁse of the more
dominant tribal mode of economy, it could not come out as an
important’ Retail market before that. The reason was that, the
‘pqpulatioh in those days was very small and thai.the pecple still
depenﬂéa mainly on pericdic market which ié-si%uated a$ Laite
umkhrah (Iew Shill@ng) or at Iewduh (Barsbazar).

The trangport system was also inadequate cémprising only
of éony cé:ts anasfew.jeeps and old vehiecles. Upto the 60°s most
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of the areas of Rynjah village wgs just barren land and the

most prominent activity was agriculture, .

-Unlike any other pericdic markets, like Balat Bazar
and the Mawkyrwat bazar in Maharram Syiemship and Nongstoin.
bazaf in Nongstoin Syiemghip, Umpling Retail market was never
a peiicdic one; Today even these periodic markets are slowly
becoming daily ma:kets though the impact of the market day in.n
éhesé markets is évidently felt and seen as they are crowded .
and the volume~of sales is also in greater volume than in other
dayse Umpling-Rgéail market gained impetus so suddenly. This was
due to_the deveicpmentlof roadé in this axca. @ith this develop-
ment of toaﬂs;city buses started to ply upto Umpling Retail .
market ( Rynjah village ). Upto-date, Umpling market is the last
étop for city buses though few spécial buses goes upto Umpling
proper village and Mawlynreid with timing. This was also started
6n1y recently. Tﬁeteﬂoze. Umpling basar has become the nerve centre
of these areas in the eastern part of shillong. Moreover, the
location of Umpling Retail market is so central that‘iﬁ really
£its in Christallex)condition of centrality and as a small &entre
it provides mainly thé daily needs of consumer éuch_as foodstusf
and other services needed frequently with minimum congumsr travel?s

~ In the process of evolution of Umpling Retail market,
many social. economical and political aspects would have to ke
analysed properly. Umpling Retail market emsxged out of the need
oﬁ the peOple within the area and also tetailing itself 19 service

45, Scott. Petex, Q‘EQCito p.12
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generating factors. Thus, boih the need to buy and sell and

also the need of Occupatioﬁ has carved & way in making this
place into a market area,IOther secial and political aspects
needs to be analysed, There has been a full ‘swing development

in the surrounding éreas such as military base, technical
institute, schools, banks, offices, quarters and many otheis.
These factors like they have done in many parts of shillong
such ésvﬁappy Valley'bazar. Lalchandbasti, Polo=Golflink bazax
to a certain extenﬁ'haVe.given'thesé areas an ideal situation
Or'chénge to become small shopping centres which grew up with
time: As there £8 very little effort done by the Towh and
Country Planning department of the state, thére are many more
areas which by the first instant of opportunity arises and shops
started coming up. This is very much in contrast to what we see in
regul ated urban markets where shops are not allowed to spring

up haphazardly but are con&éhgrated in f£cw pockets of the city
under the approved civil pléans,

The evolution of Umpling Retail market can also be
attributed to the peolitical situation which arose in the Indian
Schcontinant in the post-Independence period; The partition of
Bengal in 1947 haed an impact on the étate)ahd like maﬁy other
stétes éharing_houndazy with the then East Pakistan, ﬁany refu-
gees from East ?akistan £locked into the state for a be§ter scope
in 1ife or iivelihéod; N

At that time, infact most of the Nbxthfeaste#n region

was under the state of Assam. With the_growiné'influx of these
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refugeeé, covernmerit of India was forced to resettled these
refugees and lafid and rescttlement colonics sprang up. Many
of these colonies axé seen in orissa. Bengal.'Assam; Tripura
ctc. Here in shillong the state govesnment had made arrangement
for these féﬁugées Sy buying the laﬁd bélonging to thé Mawtie
zamindariés Of Rynjah village and the refugees were resettled
1n the noxthexn part of Rynjah village. The sold land was divided
into 300 plots and houses were built for them. Ihese ploes were,
also called revenue ploté as thesé'reiugeés getting these lands
and houses are supposed to pay some land revenues to the govern-
ment. Khasis in those days had to pay to the Zamindars ( lccal
‘chiefs ) a sum of rupees 12,00 pez yeax as the house tax. The
govexnment also had enhanced a good déal of amenities to the
gefugees by ptoVi&ing them with roaéé. water supplyq'electricity,
dispénsaries‘and so on, With this boost of about 300 homesteads,
Umpling bazar suddenly becamefstronges'each daye

The Pakistani war in the 70's also created a second
inﬁlux oanangladeshi refugees into Shiliong; Thése xéfdgees
had come and settled along with their predecessors in Umpling
arca and so does in Jailroad area in Police Bazar. These refu-
gees also hed etarted their business he:e as small exade:s and
in small servicese Rynjah village, unlike many ctheﬁ'v1¥lages
akound could be rightly called a melting pqt of .all comﬁpnities.
Infact, all major communities of India are found in tﬁﬁévVillage.
such as Nepalese, Biharis, peOple £rom South’ India. ?unjabis.Mizos.

-Bengalis. people £rom UePo, Assamese etc. They all have a share

)
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in trade and services in this small market place. Among the
native people (Khasis) most of them who have business here,
come from the villages surrounding Rynjah.-a;though.we could
see few shops cropping up in the surrounding villeges, the
craze to ke in Rynjsh village is still strong, Thus, the rental
of shops énd_land ptice is much higher in Rynjah wvillage than
ghe snrrounding villages; egpecially along the roadside. The
Rynjah vi;lage authorities have been iinient enough in giving
opportunity for buginess pecple to €hoose this place for

business activities.

Even though, one could say that Rynjsh village has
adequaté road links, transbort faciliiies and a good location
- 0 be & Central place for the@se areés. why has the market come
'ﬁp here and not elsewhere in other villages?,While‘surveying |
and asking the elders‘of these villages.it was found that other
villages arcund Rynjah have stricter'rules in éllowing shops to
come up in these villages, especially those balonginé to none
tribals. That is why unlike RYnjah and Lapalang Village.,most of
these villages have a greater concent:ation!qf Khasi population.
Lapalang viliage. which is just sbout 500 me;res away from Umpling
Bagzar is also slowly becoming a market area. These viilageso
which have prominent Khasi population hag diﬁfeient cha;acteris—
ties than RYnjah'village..Theée biliages like ﬁonétah;lUmpling and
€ven Lapalang have quite a good potticn of their area hnder agrie
culture, animsl gearing and dairy fémigg. on the other hand,
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Rynjah village has no cultivable laﬁd and almost all the lands

in the village has been occupied by houses and animal rearing

~ and agricultural activities is almosgt gbsent, except for a few
backaéra gardenings Thezefore, 6nescould understand that
almost the whole of the population di‘Rynjah is-engagéﬂ in

other occupations other than agriculture, We could assume that
the. population of Rynjah is engaged ‘in business, casual labour-
er, office workers and o 6n. This is alsolanqther capse why

this area developed into a market place. Umpling baéar could

be compared to other places as well, like Cherrapuhjee'ahd Mawe
synram., These piaces are so unfertile that agricultursl activities
are not possible. Therefore, we can observe that most of the
people of these places have gone into business and in Government
offices for éervices. We also obgerved that most of the well
established Khasi business people of shillong comes from these
placess and not from the city itself, In the same way, on the
other hand, Rynjah village has no land to agriculture,sc the
alternative is work in government or start buainess of any kind,
This is also an important factor why Umpling Retail market come
into beings As we have saild earlier in the previOus-chaptér that
Rynjah village is a melting pot cof many communitieg.of India,
there are even many Khasis from different parts of the city and
the state who have come to this place and settled here. Migration
is caused by several factors that may be divided into 9bﬁsh' and
°pull°_factotsoéso Migrations into anjah village can be narrated

into the following way.

46. Chandra. ReCo & Sidhu, Manjeet. S.s'xntroduction to PO
Geograghx ‘ p.se. ’
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At about 3 decades ago Rynjan village wgs mostly
an open space, Most Of the agricultural products at ;hat time
was not sold in Rynjah7bazar‘(‘umpling Retaii market ) as it
was not a T¥egular market place, In fact, aB that time it was
completéely a rural area. The original inhabitants at that time
 were more ox less sustaining im a traditional subsistence manner.
with the rapid influx of peoplé from the inner parts of the
city as Jaiaw, Mawkhar, Laban etc, this area started to become
important, since then most of the land has been bought by the
people from the Mawrie Zamindaries and as we could see now, mogt
- of the aéxicultuxal‘lands of the earlier has become homesgteads,.
As mentioned earlier, the seitlemént of other migrations suddenly
made this‘axea a prominent part of shillong with all the amenities
coming in full swinge This has created a 'pull’ tendency for
migrants from the rural areas of the started migrating to the
city in search of livelihood and have settled down in this fringe
village of Shilleng, | | '

Apaxt from the refugees, there had been quite a consie
derable migration from other states of the country like Bihar,
+Agsam, Bengal and so on, While carrying out the survey, it was
found that most of the people from Bihar have been brought in
b§Fchtractors to work for them as there 'is lot of construction
going on in and around Rynjsh village. These labourers as their
' wage levels are extremely low are forced to look: for greener

pagtures. Some of them too have settled into petty business and
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service activitieg as hawkers, cobblers, hairdreséers. tea stalls
etcs Bengali migrants have also settled into petty trading and
service activities. With the current ethnic unrest. in some parts
. of ‘Assam, many Assamese been noticed to have migrated into shillong

and into Rynjah, and are seen opening businesses heres

As we have mentioned earliex, all kinds of communities
have migrated from other parts of the country and from within
the state.as well, This aiea has got ‘a. great potential of labour
and servicess Being a small centfe and fast growing area it has
high demands on labour and variety of services which cgeates - -

‘employment opportunities for the migrants.

There are a nunbexr of road side vendours in a mazket
who constitute groceries, £ish sellers, hawkers, poultry products
and s0 on. Umpling Retall market is heavily crowded in evening
time, Moreover, on the othet-hand.Athose who ate'not interested
. in business are busy with their labour and seryices. Nearly all
kindg of sexvices are present ;psghis market some of them are
engaged as porters, houschold type 63 employment. vater cagriers,

errand boys, helpers in_shops,_mechanics,vsweepers and so oOn.

Therefore, by analysing the whole chapter we £ind
that the evelution of Umpling Retail market is a very dynanic

one, Even though it is a very small market it does a very great



o2

benefit for the people of the’surtbunding‘area. and alse has
| cregted avenues ﬁor,qifferent‘peqple.coming fromzaiﬁferent
areas both far .and near, It could ke true infcase;oi‘ﬁmp;ing
| market that it nests within the higHer order centre Eﬁcﬁ\as

Iewduh (Barabazar) because most of the commodities came\from

it. But, there are few exceptions that COMMOditles such aé\

\
groceries, £irewood, charcoal, meat and many. other came frdm‘the
surrounding areas of Rynjah village itself, Some of:these cbmmo-

N,

ditieg are even exported from Rynjsh (Umpling Retail mar ot )Xto
Tewduh but very insignificant. Thus, according to LOSCh (1954)\ \

centres of similar size do not necessarily perform the sameqfunﬁp

tionsé? which is quite true in thig case.

A So here we find that the evolution of Umpling Reggiie\
market is a very complex one and its existence today is alsg

the same, The few examples cited:in the c¢hapterxr could be insuffie-
cient but could@ help in giving some ideas regarding its evolu=
tion, It also shows the similarities and differences in its
evolution while comparing it with other market places around

ghillong and the state as a whole.

470' SCOU:. Petex' 0 Cit. p.13
489 Scott. Peter, Ibid. 9013

a
-



Loggtioh and size 3

The area under study is Umpling Reotail market situated
in the Shillong Urban Agglomeration, Bast Khasi Hills, Mcghalaya.lt
1s located in between 25°35°¢o 25°16' north latitude snd 91934° to
91%5¢ cast longitude coverdng an area of sbout 1 sge km. The total
population is 3200 and there are hbout 600 houscholdss® The non-
tribal clements in the population is very significant in thisg

Vlllage. .

Rynjsh village lies east of shillong city and it is
gbout 4 kilometresg from the D.C. Office neay Police Bazare. The
village conpgigts 0f 2 major scttlements ( see sketch Fige. 311 ),
one is the refugeec colony and ¢nether is the original Khasi village.
They are not far apart from cach cther are oriented towards the
,Umpli_ng Retail h!arl:et. The boundary of ﬁynjah village alongwith
‘the refugees colony is well marked by the rivulet Demthring in
the south, cast and river Umpling in the North which f£inslly become
the river Umihrah. The westexrn side is marked by the road coming
from Nongthymmai back to Laitumkhrah. The rivulet Demthring is the
main drainage system of Rynjsh village and the colony,

The Rynjah village is a part of the shillong Agglomerae-
tion as such, it is Iocated in a valley among the rolling hills of
49. Villgge Records, 1989, f |
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. FABLE-B

st ;ggortant Centres in East Khaat' Hills District.

Sourcea-Meteorological Centre Gggahati

ghillong

: ¢l

August
SépteMber

October

November -
‘December' '

Minimom -

s

6v4 :
10.6 |
14,1 |
15,5
17.4
18,1
17.8
16.6.
12.9
7.7
4,5




..a@»«.,wm%‘,rwmmwﬁcﬁﬁh«»ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁnﬁéﬁﬂgﬁ R X A FATK O R

4 Ul T 7 IVENITS
. ST VUNIT ONY ISVHA

6-2/7 ,

N NPT S,




62

—

Annual total rainfall at importamt contres in East Khei

CrABLE-9

| Sources- Meteorological Centre, Guwshatd
1080 |

Jamvary 15,2

Febxuary : | 285 _

March 5948

aprdl _ 139.4

May | 328.6

June 50446 .

July 39449 | .
August 3346

Septembor . 314,09

October . | 12204 2

November ~ 34.9 |

Decenber . 63
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about 1750 metres above sea levels The shillong plateau is

thug consists maﬁ.nly of Archean Rocks group,.

The maximum and minimum temperature of Rynjah village
1s that of Shillong is sbout 23.9°C in June and about 5°C in
December. The annual average- x'.'aﬂ.nﬁaﬂl‘; 1s about 6000 rome

| Roads are the vital conmunication system of the state
and shillong and so does to Rynjeh village. Thils ds due to the
unavoidable gradient of the region. These roadsg or transporta-
\tion lines have helped 1n bringing about the change in characte-
ristics £rom rural to urban appearance of many places. They have
also helped in the emergence of many growth points of foci and
some of them have becoms 1mpo§eant growth points centres such as
ﬁn’pling market, Lalchandbasti and so on. Even then, the occupa= |
tional stt\iceux'e has not attained any remarkable Qegrece and agrie-
culture is still the major oécupatidn. The area surrounding the
city is mainly trxibal dominated by 8 tribal mode of ecconomy.

With the development of adequate road links, Umpling

Retail market now enjoys favougable locational advantages than

any other arca surrounding it. Being on the centre and a cross

roaa to many areas ayound, it slowly becama a growth centre. As a
cross ‘goad it is a £avourab1e place for bus gtand, taxi stand and
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so on. It is thexefore, a junction where all the people in thig
areca oeet each other. Thug, it becams an important centre £ox
txade and commerce. With this Locational advantages many mote
amenities such banks. post oﬂfice. poiiee station, schools.
Teohnical schools. woxkshops and kinds of service and trade
(espeoially xetail txade) io growing in full swing. Another
faotor'which attributes to thzs locational advantage is that -
Rynjah village and all its surrounding area are ‘algo oriented
towvards the Umpling Retail trade markee and all are within b |
kilomatre frcm this plaoe. This would be qpite true to Christallet°s
‘visual‘sation of a ¢entre with minimum travel 9 Taking the
Bara bazar as a higher centre in the hiexaxchy. eaven though theke
are some limits. It soems that Christallex's theozy ig also 8ppl i-
cable in this context that all shopping centres of highéz ozxder
provide all the goods and services provided by lower orxder centre
alongwith a disoxete group of highe: order functions. Tho:efoxe.
we could assumz that the market axoas of the lower oxder centres
'zest within with complementary regions. To ascertain axtend, Umpling
Rotail market could also be true, as all the commodities needed by
Umpling Retail market has been supplied by this high order centrxe
which is Bara bazar in this case. But regarding this aspect even
the Loschian modification is &lso accoptable as other functions
are also seen Qithin»this markot which is also not found in the
higher orxder centre ( 1.e. Bara bazar in thig case ).

, The looational attxibutos could also be reflected in
Boudeville theoxy o£ localized poR&s) of gxowtho aAs mentioned

50, scott, Pete:. Ibgg. p.lz
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earlier that‘Umpling Retail market is classed as dynanmic
growth pole, the reason behind this is that because it is

a central place, as Christaller has temmed for those areas
which are centrally lccatéd and which takes into account of
interﬂependence among services activities resulting £rom the
spatial division of labour, Thus, as the growth poie theory

is a dyuamicone..and is also applicable to the Umpling market.

After having a glimpse 6f the evolution and the uzba-
nisation of shillong in the £ormer chapter, it would also be
1nﬁergsting to study the procesgs and develbpment which gives
ﬁhe Rynjah village, the eradle of Umpling Retail market, the

present state of appearance in its secenario.

- &hillong has emegrged not as an indugtrial city but
mainly as an sdministrative centre. It is worthwhile to recollect
that Shillong has been the Headquarter of Assam st the Britich
tims, Assam State, and finglly of Meghalayae. Thus we see thét
shillong has achieved its importance right from the f£irst half
' of the 19th Century, shillong is constituted mainly of 6 towne
ehips (1981) i.c., Shillong Municipality, shillong Cantonment,
Nongthymmai, Mawlai, Pynthorumkhrah, Early in the 1970°s the
.city has been grcwiné steaally but without any significaht indug=-
tridll) base., Thercfore,employment in administration, other sexvices
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trade, commorce, transport is the key element in the growth -
momentum of the citya |

Thercfore shillong city which has now become a Class I
city has & different causes 0f evolution unlike many of the
western cities of Europe or India which arxe products of induge .
trial revolution, The rapid increase in population and the
sprawling urban growth yielad mény socio=-cconomi¢ and political
problems. The problem of urbanisation £aced by the woxmaﬁoday

45 so intense that it is often termed as 'Urban Crisis®s
Urban crisis is getting incgeasingly acute all oﬁex
the}wérld espécially,in the developing countries, Therefore,
the understanding to the problems faced by the fast growing
societies has become so much impoxtant. UrbanAQeOgraphets has
to face great challengese. Thus, many~theore£ica1 formulations -
and models and empirical studies on gpecific aspects of urbanie-

sation has come out f£rom tire to times

(a) The piocess of Urban ¢

rowth 3 Cities and metropolitans have
grownféxoﬁ émall settlements. This is quite true with the case
of thillong city and even of Rynjsh village ( Umpling Retail
méfket ). In many cases, technological change and the change in

economy leads ¢o the acceleration of the urbanisation process.
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Hencé. every city today, has an evolutionary history which has
been an interesting grea of reseaxch for long periods It was
Sir Patric Geddes (1952)53 study of “City in Evolution® the |
pioncer in this field. He was also the one to coin the woxd -
‘connurbation’. He also realised the process of regional urbanie
sation énd ¢callied for a common planning'in order eo'solvé-eheir_
problems of infrastructure and govemahce.r_

an, Mo chology 3 Urban morphology is concerned wiﬁh the

physical qualities of urban environments. identifiable Ln the
plan or lay out of a city, composed of gtreets or channels of
movement.. Plots of blocks of gpace or structure and individual

building® 2

The study in urban morphology 1s a broad spectxum,.
8cholars have done typlcal studies according to functional areas,
while othexs have done in a more micro level, such as the study
of a region within a“city in relation to the broad mozrphological
characteristics..

Buxgess in 192553 rOpounded the eonsecutive zone
theory.- it &llusttated the procegs ©of expansgion of & city by a
series of concentric circles. He numbered these circles to desie

gnate both the succesgive zones of urban extension and types of

51. Gedaes. Patric. 1949 s Cities in Evolution, willdam No:gate,
London, .

82. Hezrbert, Davia._'Ur§g¥ Geogﬁ%ggg « A social perspective®
‘Douglas David of Chazles L ¢ Vancouver B.C. 1977,

53, Burgess, E.W.Ehe growth of the city in R.E.Park,F.N.Burgass,
R@D.Mckenzxes, The Cigy University of Chicago Press, 1925.
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area differentiated in the process.of urban expansion. His models
represent the outward expansion of city from CED in the following
concentric circles (1) The transition zone of business :ighti}3§§
manufacturify and deﬁéﬁﬁ%xatedxhousi;g {2)- The zone of industrial
‘worker houses (3) Thé,;one of high class apartment buildings and
of single family dwelling (4) The:commuters zone,  suburkan or

satellite citiese -

Radial,sector theory was proposed by Homer=Woyt (1929)54
related to the residential neighbourhcods He held that different
dncome groups 6£ Amerigan cities ﬁends to be located in district
area which copld ke thought for of as secéor of a circle focussing
CBD. His investigation illustrated (1) Tendency towards segration
of arcas according to income groups and social positionsg (2) Resi=
denee of varying 1ncomelgxoups would arranged themselves like
wedges ‘alomg radial lines £rom centre to the fringe (3) sectors
used by low or middle income groups residences tend tb‘remain
p erpetually so (4) High income gfoups regidences move outward
from the centre in the same sector, |

C.D. Harris and Ee.Le Ullmans5 propound the mltiple
nuclear modﬁl. Its main distinctive qpalz&y is itg abandonment
of central business district as a sole focal point, replacing it
by & nurber of discrete nucleis around which individual land uses

were geared as the condition for location of these nucleJ I3 may varye

844 Woyt, Homer, " The structure a
_ bourhood in american Citiesg", washington. 1939.
88, Harris C.Ds & Ullman, E.Le. (1945) s ® The nature of Cities". The
- Annals of American Academy of Political and 80cial Science,
VOlo 242, pp=T9l17, ;
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There was no genetaiiéed special form which could be sﬁégésted;

These theories are based in American cities and they
have limited epplicabilities in deva10pingvcquhtriess§ﬂﬁut the
Zone intransition in-aillfhe three theories may reflect the locae
tion of glums. and suburbse Developments of such suburbs are not .
common, .Dickenson in 19515 classified the &nternal morpnology
of Western European cities in term of ‘historic centre o£ grthh'
The three concentric porphological zones are (1) The centmal fully
built up zone vhich is the core of modesn city (2) The compact
and fully built middle zbne that was‘arecﬁed mainly dﬁ:ing the 19th
century (3) The outer partly built up zone in which urban and rural

areas are mixed and to, which area have penetrated.

The city grows outward from the higtoric core, Sven the
commercial core of modern metropolis has evolve ite Thus, the
core .can maintain its cultural asscciation with the growing metro=
polig, With this we understand the land use pattern and mprphology
6f cities of‘developed and developing countries, In developed
countries, the urbanisation process have reached such a stage vhexe
the core has become ovex-crowded and high income groups of people
tend to move out of it into the suburbgs On. the contrary, in the

¢ities in developing countries, cities coxe are still occupied

56¢ Allam.S.Manzcor, 1965. ¥ Study on szerabad-Seéggggr§gag o

1n India® on Madurai, Mcradabd, Tixuchinapali and Coimbatores

57;A'Dickon30n. ReEeo 1944, 9City and Region 3 A Gquraphical
_Interpretation® > . - 7

Lot
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by higher income group peopley In Shiiiong too.‘the lower income
growp recple have now spread ;hto the sﬁburbs and it is algo greatly
expexiénce‘ﬁm tﬁs_not;h'along theiaggnway 44 and in t?eﬁsast Rynjah
also,experiences a,laxgé 1n£lux 6£ peuple due-to_ﬁhe hbusing coloe-
nies which emerged with the help of govesnment loans ana subsidies.
This is totally a different phenomenon thh that of the Euxopean

context and even the develcping countrics contexg mentioned above,

With the general view of all these theoriéé-qnd medel s,
we could now come into dealing with tpe,case.study\oﬁ the morphoe
logy of ‘Umpling Retail Market®. In doing so we geulé not'e1imi=
nate the whole Rynjsh village, as it p;ays an important role in
determining the structure of the whole scenaric of the area itself,
In 6ther'w0tds the land‘use pattern of the'wolevvillage, the pre=
sence of all the house blocks, roads, lanes and so on form the

'morphdlcgy of the village itself,

&ftét studying the theories and models propounded by
different SCholars, we f£ind that there is lack of agpplicability
;ompazed»&ith the case study. As S.Manzoor Allam and K.V, Sunderam
hag mentioned that as these theories are based in American and
European cities, they have little to do within our objectives,

except which is cquite qccepteable in this case,

Taking a look at the map of Rynjah village we £ind that.

it'is more or less at about 1 Sge kM. in area. The vhole village
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as we could see now is completely inhabited and there is no
space leff gven for a suitable'playgrﬁundo-Thus the village has
been used to its vtmogt efficiency in order to suit the inhabitant

of the vxllage.

Land Uses 3 'Ryhjah village couldAbelsub«divided into % sections g
(1) Refugees Colony " | |

(2) Rynjah ( Middle )

{3) Rynjah Society Colony

(4) Posts and Telegraphs quarters:

(5) Rynjsh ( Southern ).

Mopt of the lang in this village belong to the Mawrie
family of zaminders. The original Rynjah village was in Rynjah
Middle section. With the onset of the partition cf Bengal. many
refugees fleck to these places which force the governnent at
that time to buy land for them fyom the Mawxie zamindaxso This
place in the northexn part of Rynjah became the Refugee colony
or the Rgvenue plot, This area censtitute akout half of the villa=
ge area, Ultimately this refugee colony has been divided intc about
275 plots and houses are built within a short span of time. Roads
are maae. schools, dispensary, waterxr reserviox. electricity and |
other urban amenities were given to these refjugees. The second
section is the Rynjsh middle or the original place of the village
and is mostly inhabited by the original pecple of the area.

About 50% of this land still belongs to the Mawiie Zamin=

dars. The area is not so nmuch developed compared to other sectionsg
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In contrast, the Refugee colony, houses are built with a pﬁgber
plan and almost every house is connected to a motorakle road, Rynjah
Middle section is an unplan settlement. The houses cluster together

ruggedly.

With many small structures mide of flatten kerosene ting.
The whole area except for some considerable big houses gives an |
impression of a slume This axea has been concentrated mostly by low
inceme group where they even have to share to about 6 family on a
single hbuse.'leaving each with about two rcéms. Most of these
people are non-khasig coming £rom different parts of shillong an§
other statesg. Moresover the area lack sanitaxy system, the existing
drains alsc lack maiﬁtenance and water logging is seen in this area
except fox some“section where outgiders have bought and settled,
have a cleaner look. But on the other hand, the areas whicﬁ are
still dominated by the natives are the worst places in the whole

viilage )

Moreover, it could be mentioned that this atea has been
well scrved by small cemented houses and lanes, But due to the lack

of maintenance all these have wanighed.

The third is the Rynjah Society colony in' the eastern
side which a govérnment aid in 1978, houging schemes are granted to
ﬁhé.gcvernment employees who are not in a favourable position to

bug;t their own house. 80 the government bought the land and has
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divided into about 28 plots, These are all meant for the Khasi
families° Houses are also built with government ald and after
completion of the houwe a gmall part of their imcome per month

ig cut off in order to pay back to the Government.
' @

This $§ also another well planned section of the village
with roads going ingide the settlement and even thOse parts which
‘are not reached by the road are connpcﬁed with well cemented lanes.
The houses are made with geod Spacing and inaividual houses even

have facility of extension or more rooms if needed.

All the houses are well electrified and even water supply
is at a convenient distance, if not upto their own housees all

houses are of Assam tupe though scme are all concrete,

The fourth section is the Posts and Telegraghs’quattere.
This section lieé in the centre of the village an occupiaes about
10% of the village areas This is also another well planned and
well developed area cf the village, Thé buildings here are mostly
two storey flats and there are also some with three, The area is
newly develeped starting frcmrlate 1987, Now the whele area has been
developed and every mode of convenience is thought'of very care=
fully. The section has good motorable road link £rom cne apartment

to anothexr and the spacing of the building is algo very convenient,

The southern part of'Rynjah is inhabited by the XKhasise
There are also immigrants £rom different parts of shillonge. It is

aléo another government housing scheme in the early 60°ss This
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section is also a well planned one with motorabl_e, road 1n;’ the
colonies because the settlement lies on the slope towards the
'Demthring rivulet. It has not ceeate any ﬂ.ns‘anitat_ipn p»zpb;erp |
until teday. The whole area is well electrified and each house-
held igvconnjeétjea ,wiﬁh-water pipeline and edequate water is
supplied by the village main tank situated in Rynjah (Middle
section), The Police quarters also exist alongside with this
settlement, It éo@tisés' of a Beat House and three doubleegto-
‘regyed buildings.” | | e

L ) chex.sP,aée in the village are occupied fully by many
other residential houses. Apart from residentisl area, if we -

| .examinea the Map of Rynjah village carefully we £ind that the (‘

wegtern gection nearly to the middle section of. the village has

~ been occupied by the Umpling Retail market. We also £ind that
~there are three sections within the market (1) Pohkseh section
_(2)'Rypjah Refugee colony section (north) and (3) Rynjah middle

| ‘section (middle). | |

wnue examining the land use pattern of Umpl:l.ng Retail
maxrket we £ind that most of the land arxe full with ghops. With
fcu estception of very big shops, mogt of the ghops are &m_o:
legs of equal size 10°' % 30°. All kinds of ghops are found here
£rom 'we‘n made eoncrcte shops to shabby wocden shops. 'But many
sho'psv ( COncreté). aié coming up very f‘asf. repiacing the old rotten
ones. Ur&blihg Retail market shows a dynamic progress and with this
z'ate of progress it would not be long to see this bazar a bigger
one and with better housing facilities than now. Umpling Retan

§
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market, after the repairing of the road in 1986 hag done with all
sanitary system. But another grave problem of this bazar is the
increase of garbage and even though it hag been prgcéiVely by the
village authority and dealt with, thefe should be more effectivé
memns to deal with this menace before it becoms toé lates On an
average Umpling bazay occupies the road side of Pohkseh bordering
Rynjah village, anotherxr part lics in the Mawrieiland-ana<others £rom
the other side of the road (Rynjah side) of the Pohkseh«<Rynjah
bbﬁndaﬁ&é,fhe other section liée in the Refugee colony (ﬁorthexn
side of bus stand)(see figuree i1). The bazar area is heavily
occupied and especially in the evening, it i at i¢s maaimum with

the ptesence of vendours.

Unlike Police bazar or any kind of bazar when luxurious
commodities are concentrated in the forefront of the market place,
here it is opposite and all the shops dealing with esgentisl commo-
.dities are crowded near the Bus sténd (middle of the market). There
are generxal departments, pharmacy, confectionery, tea stalls, venes
dours while other like jewelleries, cloth ghops, shoeg are quite -

at a distance £rom the centre.

Apart f£rom these usage of the land in the village we could
£ind that some areas have allotted to schools, banks, dispensary,
police station, post og€fice. Thus, as gaid earlier, pheIVillage has
been used to»its utmost efficiency in oxder to suit the inhabitants,
and furthermore with the presence of all these urban aménities and
'sttuctuxe of the soclety, this place could no lqnget~$e'éalled a fz&gge
arca but is almost 1n§orporated into the Shilloné ciiy itseii. The Mép
(Fig. 11) inserted will be a testimonials to the Statement above.
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CHAPTER « 4
STRUC > UMPLING RETAIL

As mentioned earliecr; there is a greater tendency
of growth of Shillong urban Area in the eastern direotion,
Rynjah being a growth centre and & dynamic fringe village
now became an important area. Its importance wou1d be olearly
shown in the structure of trade and later in the employmént
sections |

Rynjeh is an idezl place for a bagar t0 emerge:
This is due to its cemtrally adequate road 1inR, sdequate

transport facilities etcs

~ While discussing the structure of Retail trade in
Umpligg:baza:, there are many aepectg we should keep in minda~
They are - » ,  .

(1) Push end Pull fectors operating in the surroun-
ding areas, 6utside‘the state end within the
states |

(2) The effects of immigrants component
(1) outside the State (11) inside the stete
(414) gurrounding arese (iv) Governments

(3) Spheres in which each cormunity tends to

ooncerntrate (in investment range).
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- (4) coramedity Mix,
 (5) Importance of females in retailing,
(6) Rental, taxes, illegal operators

Umpling Rétail'maxket“being at éhe centre of the areag

. commands a good position for trade and commerces Untill Umpling
iz village proper, Lapalang. Nongrzsh or Mawlynrei which still have
..'a good pexcentage of population engaged ( in primary activities.
‘at present we see an absolute change to noneegricultural acti-
vities in Rynjah village ﬁhmpling bazax)o |

There is no flore scope for the people of Rynjsh village
to pursué‘égriculture as thére 1s'no more 1andé to do so. The
last 10 years sew tho cropping up of about 50-60 homesteads and
all those cultivated areas before are now £illed up wuth housé8¢
The figures (10,11) will clearly show the change in the landuse
of Rynjah villsge., Therefore, we conld safely assumed that the
people of Rynjah village have now become more noneagricultural

in terms of economic pursuits,.

This trend of urbanisation algo greatly affects the other
surrounding villages of Rynjah, The steady growth of homesteads
“leaveg them with less land and forest to depend on, FPire-wood,
charcoal and many other forest products which are gbundant about
10~20 years ago have now become gcarce. With the growing of natub)
ral population and a great extent by immigrxation, the land has



80
bean sub=divided. and thgrefoxe agricultural products could

hardly even satisfy the family needs.

These areaé also lack good commanding location, Theree
fore, they have to be within the limit of a central place
which is Rynjah village. Infact, all the favourable roads
links to these villages passes through Umpling Retail market.-‘
Buses, taxis and &ll other modes of tranSportation passes
Athzough Umpllng Retail maxrket and into these villages, There=
fore, with lack of occupational ﬁacilities people £rom these
‘areas flock into. this area in search cf work. Hany people pass
through this place to their jobs in the city. The com&ng up of
many houses,. the expanding of the bazar. thesgznwingApoPulation
of the area ( Rynjsh village ), the Oppoxﬁunify of‘woxk in
many avenues have attracted the peOpie ouiside'thé‘axea into it.

Many pecple.come in as labourers £6;~c°hsttu§tion. buile
ding of walls, drainse. The changing occupatiOQ'qﬁftpgspeop;e of
Rynjah £rom primary to secondary and so on, to_ofﬁigéxgcers have
attracted a lot of domestic servants from these,viliaéés. with
the coming up of many more quarters such as' thé pos§3\§?d Tele-
graphs Department, the Sociéty. colony and many othethomasteade
the population of Rynjsh is growing at a fast rate, Thése petble
from the areas cannot cater to the need of the: village ;§\a
whole (Rynjah village and Refugee colony )g'Mény of them 5@ we

could see came into the village's bazar (Umpling Retail mar%et )
\

-\ ; l\



81

to sedl their wares and starts different businesse Infact.

many of them came ané settled here itself. The survey on

Khasi traders could be a sample example in which we could

assume that the increase in impoxtance of the village ig not

due to the achievement of the oxiginal inhabitants but of the
outgiders who came and settled here. In the same way, keeping
aside the regonised colonies such as the Refugee colony, the
scciety colony, there is a heavﬁ influx of more immigrant f£rom
Assam, Bengal, Bihar ete. These people also féced diféerent |
procblems in their own states and areas that they were forced

to leave ihen and come to thege areas with tﬁe hope of better
ehployment cpportunities. Moreover, with the’frequeht outbreak

of ggitaticntand‘villence here in shiilééb. it is fonnd that
migrant from outgide the state-qéted.fOr éxéaé such as Pynthbzh'
unkhrah, Jail rosd, Laitumkhrah and Umpling areas, where the socie=
ty is much more harmonioug and where the populatibh strength
between the Khasi and others is much'moré ptoportiénate; In the
same way, while cdnsiéering the poPulation'of Rynjah village, we
£ind that out of the spproximately 3200, the Khasi accounts for
about 1200 and the Bengalisg 1000 and othex would be Sharing the
1000, S
\

\A
Rynjah village, infact, developed due to the 1n£1ﬁu of
people £rom outside the axeas. £rom other parts of shillosg
and the interior parts of Khasi and Jaintia Hills and outsias

) \ )
the states such as West Bengal, Bihar etc. These people have now
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£illed up the area of Rgnjeh which is about 1 sqe kme inclu-

ding Refugee colonyv Thus, with a populatien cf about 3200

it is vexy dense populated, Tbe(gymig;ants, both Khagis and
othé: communities‘ceOncentrate main;y ocutside the 6rigina1 :
ﬁynjah village whiéh is mostly 1nhabi§ed by the original inha-
bitant.‘This area 1s ahout 15;000 sqemetres. w1thin the pexiod
of aboutlso years about 85,000 sq. ﬁetres o£ areas has been vém-
pletely inhabited. This happens mainly aue to the 1azge scale
selling of 1and by tbe original Mawrie zamindaries. The area
has been developed latgely by the immtgrants. The Refugees
Colony has snatched about 60% of the iotal area of the-&illage,
20% by the Khasi immigrants. 20% occupied by. the originagl inha-
bitants and 10% belongs to the Government 1ns*1tutions. such

as Beat House and quaxtars.‘Posts and Telegraphs qparters.
Indian 'rechmlogical Ingtitute (ITI) and other govetnment ingti~
_ tutes, ’

~ The efiect of immigrants, both Khasis and‘cqmmunities

coming from outside the. state, hazs been very greage'zt has
touched on all gpheres of 1ife and socioweconcmic life such as
pOpulation.literacy. economic standard etc., Thése immigrant have
COme‘up here and started all types of business righi'@zom small
vendours upto big\departmental gtores, starting of Schépls.
workuhopé etc. As Rynjah village has ¢ompletely been tr;hsformed
into an urban area, the psople ¢of the area. are now confined to

secondary and tertiary activities, Like Education. health, while
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COMMUNITY ALLOCATION OF SHOPS

(in percentuge & degree)

Khast
Bengalee

Bihanis
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collar jobs, services, carpentry, transport, supplying, trade

and commerce, contractors and a variety of informal sexvices.

After having a general idea aboﬁt the conditions of the
area surrounding Eynjah and other areas outside tﬁezstate itselsf
and.also the impact of the immigrant created for the lasgst . -
30-35 years we now eame straicht into the case study which ig
the structure of;Retail trade in Umpling Bazar,

Umpling Retail market ccnsists of about 113 ghops of
which about 25 axé located in Pohkseh village (see Table 10).
The sale in Umpling bazar is more brisk in the evenings and
including the open aixr vendours who operate mainly in the -
evenings, the strength of the market woul@ be of about 156
stallse The Retail market is compact aleng the main road of
about 150 metres approximately and include apart of Pohkseh

village,
TARLE = 1G
COMMUNITY ALLCCATION OF SHOPS -
(UMPLING RETAIL .MARKET)
Community Nunber of Shops Percentage
Pengali 44 . 38416
Khasi : 42 , . 37.16
Bihari 14 12,4

Others - 33 ' 11,51

Total 113 o 100 @



8%

Congidering the table, we £ind that the main communie
ties involved in this Retail market are mainly Bengalis,
Khasis and Biharis. Other constitute a smaller proportion. Most
of the Bengali traders have gettled in Rynjah and the Refuges
Colony (Umpling). About 16 of the 42 traders are originally
£rom shillong ( born in shillong ) others are immigrants f£rom
Cachar district of Assam, Bengal, Dawki and so on. Ofthe other
hand, the Rhasi traders are éléo resides in and around kyﬁjah
village like Nongrah, Pohsgkeh and Umpling. Unl,iké the Bengalig,
most of the khasi traders are immigrant f£rom the surrounding
areas, shiglong and outgide Shilloﬂg. Only about 9 of them are
5 £rom Rynjah and 4 f£rom Pohksech are originally from this place
out of the 44 khasi traders taken into consideration. In case
of the Biharis, most of them, 13 ouﬁ of 14 are coming f£rom Bihar
(1.2.92.86%) they all xeside in Rynjah villege. Other communi-
ties cons&sﬁs of Nepalese, Pﬁnjabis. Bhutanese, U.P., Maxwaris
and even Chinese, Most of these stay in Ryhjah village itseclf,

While considering the Retail trade pattezn in Umpling
bazar we £iind that unlike Pelice bazar or Barxa bazar (Iewduh)
where the Marwaris are the sole trader, hexe the Bengalis are
more prospercus than any other communities. If we exclude the
small roadside vendours, we £und that out of the total of 113
shops taken into consideration, 44 belong to the Bengali(i.e.
38.10%), 42 to the Khasis (4.e. 37,16%), 14 to the Biharis(i.c.
12.41%) and 13 to others (i.c. 11.51%), We may add that the KhaBIB
are close behind, but if we study the commodity strxucture we f£ind
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the differences and xealised that it is not the number,cf shops
that count but the COmmodities inside them. Examining the Table
ii,we find that if we create certain class of investmenﬁ as

follows 3

INVESTMENT IN COMMODITY AT DIFFERENT LE
| COMMINITY WISE
RS;100-999 Rs.1000-3999 Rs,4000-5999 Rs,100004

12 aa 3 8 Khasis
9 12 8 © 18 Bengalis
7 6 - i Biharis

7 "3 - . 3 Others

sSource s Field Suxvey;

The Bengalis control all the 4 classes of investment. In
shops egpecially in higher classes, they are way ahead. Apart
fréh'thé latge investments they are more or less in the same
classes or £xrequency like 9 in vexy’small scale which constitute
pan shops, smallvgeneral gtores etc, and 8 in medium seale deae
. ling in general gtores and others. They havehl departmental
store and 14 other bigger general stores in which investment
ranges Sro@ Re, 10,000 to about hs. 2.5 lakh in case of a pharma=
cy. On the other hand, the Khasi are specialized mainly on the
£ixst éwé investment classes, 12 in venﬂouks and grocery OperaQ:
ting £rom ghops, 21 in small general ctores congtituting some
food grain, stationery etc and they are doing poorly in mg@dium
and big shops. Excluding the three Government Fair price shops,

L]
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dealt by the Khasis, they will have 3 medium investment shops
and 5 so called big 1nveetmeht chops, out of which 4 of them
seems to scrape the Rs. 10,000 investment mark and 1 with maxie
mum 15.000 investment. The Biharis are concentrating only on the
first two investments. They have 7 in vendours.and gtocery (very
small investment) and 6 in small investment dealing mainly in
pan shops, cigarettes, sweet, eggs and confectionery. They also
have only 1 general stores which just touches the Rs. 10,000
investment maxgin.'The cther communities such as the Marwaris
Well 4in trade here in

' punjabis and Nagas are doing petty
Umpling Retail 2wmket. The Marwaris operates a shop which is

more -or less equivalent to that of the Bengali Departmental Storee
As such we have 2 departmental stores in the market with inwveste
mentoof above Rs. 80,000, The Punjabis jeweller also would estimq;eA
to about Rse. 20,000 of investment, that too being a new shop. The
tribal Naga dealing in liquor is also amang the big shops in the
arca with an approximate value of stock :anging to about Rs.zo,ooo
or mores. Others. like the Nepalese. Bhutanese. Chinese stick to
'small investment such as Tailoting, tea stalls and small restalm-
ahtSs Table 11, will give a clear picture of the mantioned state-

mentse.

Looking on the other side of fence. we iind that the Khasis
" are doing well in grocery and fish trading. They account for
about 22 out of the 43 vendours. found on roadside‘of Umpling
Retail market in the evening. The Bengalis cohsiéts o£‘7 vendours
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dealing mainiy in grocexry and the Biharis consistg of 10
dealing in grocery and 3 in poultry products and 4 goes to

other communities who operates as grocers and hawkers.

TABLE - 1
|
VENDOURS _COMPONENT _IN _RETATLING
COMMINITYWISE
Community Male  Female Peréentage
‘Khasis © . o= 22 | 51,16
o Bengalls . . 7 . .. = | 16,28
Biharis =~ -, 10 = = o 23.26
‘Others 4 e 19,30
Total ( Male and Fémdle ) o 43 22 — 1007

These amall épen alr &talds would not .carzy so much and
the approximate stock would be to a hundred ®r two in which the
seller would gain to sbout Rs, 3040 per evening, except for
. £igh sellers where the stock could vary upto Rs, 500 or a little
| more and the. appmximate profit would be gbout aa.!eo-x_ao per

' evening,

Zurnover and Profitg s
The turnover and profits in this context would be (1)
Turnover is the total sale of 'godds in éupeeé and (2) profit

: ) sMinus -
‘ig turnovers

expenses i.e, net profit afeer payirig_ off house-rent,

salary to empldyee‘s and other daily édnsumption ‘such as water,
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milk, £ire-wood, tea and so on, It is also @ifficult to get
accurate figures of the profit-per%ﬁpnth«mainly‘becaﬂse.peOple
are reluctant to give'the'COrrect-figures. Certain natural
elements like rain, cold day also ‘affect trade and commexrce.
There arxe also many losts. faces by traders while in buying
and selling, At certain time certain commodities are spoilt
by pest and other elements, .. . . ...

 TABLE = 13 .

PROFIT IN RUPEES - COW'IUNI‘IYWISE

- 100=499 3500«999° 1000-1@99 "15130«-1999T 3000-3499 °zsoo+ ar:onnnum-
H i H HIB 'ties
22 6 5 3 3 5 Khasi
4 2 2 2 1 2 Others
2 4 1 -

7 ' = Bihari

In the same way, there are some typee-oﬂ»bus;néss which
deal with a good sum of money but bring in litéleAﬁiéfits like
F&tx Price sShopse. 5% of the total sale for example, iﬁ the
'investment in commodity is about Rs, 20.000 it would be only
Rse. 1000 per month and deducting many overhead expens 8 Quzing ’
that time, the trader would have to be contented with
Rse 200-300 per month. But there areaalso certain bpsinégs 1ike
tea sgalls where the' total investment is small, saf b Q\Rs.soo
but the sale per day is more or less about Rs. 300 appro&@mate
Quration to se#l of the‘%euﬁﬂ3would be oi two days. that wéuld

mean the seller would appsoximately get Bs. 70 to Rs. 80 per\Qay
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after paying of dally expensese, So his monthly profit would

be around Rse 1,500 agter paying house-rent.

Now, we_tuzn‘ﬁo the actual-pxobleﬁ‘of turnovez and profit
per month among the different communities operating in Umpling
Retail market, There are few traders who managed to €ross
RSe 3,000 par month as prefit..As for the\Khasis only a few of
them could come to that mark.- In the Bengald communities, there
are about 4 of them whose income ranges £rom Re. 6000 to Rse10,000
of net profit per month and“sﬁill many moxre between'ﬁs; 3,000
and Rg, . e.ooo. Regaxding thcse 10w and medium class traders they
A:are even in better situation ‘than the Khasis, There are few of
them who are in the approximate Rs. 500 profit per month ( 8 to
22 Khasi traders ) of about less than 1/3 of the same category
of Khasi traders. They are somewhat equivalent £rom Rs., 500 to
Rge 2000 category then Rs, 28500 profit per month shoots up in
favour of the Bengalis leaving the Khasi with only 5. The Bihari
trédére are in the worst position, they concentrate mainly as
vending and none of them could cross Rse 2.000,mnnthly pzoﬁit
margine. EXcept one, they are below Rss. 1,500 profit margino
Except departmental store and the Wine storee nearly all of them
are below Rs, 2000 net profit per month mamgin in the case of
other communitiess The Table-la. would. clearly 1ndicate ﬁhe £actse

Commodi. ix 3
Being almost totally urbanised, Rynjsh villasge on the |

whole do not produce anything anymore. The working force arxe
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TABLE ~ /4

COMMUNITY HOLD IN COMMODITY COMPQOSITION

Bemgzali Khasi Dihari Others

1.Departmental Store 1 = - 1
2.Confectionery - - 3 -
3.General Stors/Stationery 12 2 1 1
4.Hardware 2 - - -
5.Studio 1 - - -
6.Pharmacy - 3 1 - -
7.Firewood/Charcoal 1 2 - -
8.Tea Stall/Meals 3 4 - 2
9.Jewelleries - % - 1
10.Launary . - - 2 -
11.Fair Price Shop 1 3 - -
12.Bookstall/Newspaper 1 2 - -
+413+.Saloon 1 - 2 -
14.Teer (Shillong Lottery) 3 6 . - -
15.Cigarette Shop -6 - - -
‘16.Restaurant - 1 - 1
17.Beef Shop - 2 - -
18.Tailoring , 4 4 - 2
19.Grocery - 7 - -
20.Popk Shop - 3 - -
21 .Electrical Shop . ' 3 - - -
22.Watch Repairer - o - 1
23.Furniture | - 1 - 1
2L Mutton Shop - - 1 -
25.Distiller/liquor shop - 3 - 9
26.Chicken seller : - - 1 -
27.Video Cassete hiring 1 - - -
28, Weaving I - - - 1
29.Automobile repairing 1 "9 - -
30.Poultry Products - - 1 -
31.Matress Maker - - 9 -
32.Blacksmith S - - 1 -
33.Hawkers ' - - 1 -

34 ,Vendours 7 . 22 10 4

Sourca H ?ield surveyo.
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now’) engaged in secondary and .teri:iary activities. ;",herefore.
all the egsential commedities is brought in from Bara bazar

ané a few like ‘vegetahles. f£ire-wood, charcoal are b:ought £rom
the surrounding vﬁ_.ll.ages like Lapalang.‘ Nongrah;, Mawlynrei and
beyond those .villages., But thege are somewhat negligible. All the
essential com_dit,ies are brought in f£rom Bara bazar and albost

all of them could be bought f£rom this market in retail form,

cobbler, laundry, blécksmith. matress makers, weavigig, watch
repair, ;adib repairing, tailoring. automobile tép_&aixing, book=
lending ‘and newspapers, jewellers, doctors ete. Thdee will be
| el aborated ih 'thé next chapt;.ex:« ﬁhen we digecusgs aboﬁt employment,

Examining the Table-14, we £ind that there is gbout 20-25
groups of general commodity composition which deals with many
hundred of kinds of commoditics. Umpling Retail market, could
be termed as a *Mini Bara~bazar’. One would not have to go to
Bara bazar or Police Bazar to buy general things which are
available in Umpling Baz;ar.. sSheps ranges from big departmeldai_
stores .which deal s with almost every essential goods such as,
food grain, milkfood, oil, _kerosén'e.' salt, sugar, stéfionesy.
clothes, cosmstics, toys, snacks, ornaments, éigarett:eé* ‘and a
lot of different things such as. utensils; crockezy, etcs  The
general gtores also deals with these kinds of things bu\i:_;\t:o a
lesser extend, Tﬁeae are specialised in confectioneries, égaling

- AN
with bread, dairy products, gnacks, etc. Hardware stores which
\
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deals with building materials are algo available. The Chemist
‘shops is highly dependable for almogt all kinds of medicines.
‘Fireyood, charcoal andVOther:burning materials such as kego-
sene, gas are also available, Fair price shops”are'aiso'3 in
nurber and are more or less adeqpété'for the society as a whole
. to get. most of the essential commodities such as rice, dél.:
flour, edible oil, kezosene, sugar, sa;t. etco A;l kinds'of
‘edible-meat‘like beéf. pork, ﬁutton; chicken, £ish, eggs are‘ﬁ
easily available here in the bazér; All kinds of ciéfhihg'axa algo
availables Expert in the-faShion clothes and tailoring is alsb-
found heree¢ The grocers catet to all kinds of vegetables. Tea
stalls and restaurants for meals are also available. Thexe is

" also a distillery where cheap local brew is made under license.
A wine gtore of expensive (iIndian made) foreign liquof is also
availables All kinds of video libraries for hiring are available.
So does all kinds of letterj {States and Teer) is entertained
in this retail market., Fuxnituré'oi all kinds is available hexe.
Almost all kinds of:sexvices is also available in the'maxket

' like radio refjgiring, watch repairing, salocng, automobile re=-
pairing, matress repairing and there are even two shops speeia-
lized in silver and gold ornaments (jewellers). Therefore, we
could se a large vatiety of goods and serViées’avaiiable here,
For better detail the Table-14 will give a more cleér'idéé.

It is a clear phenomenon to cite that in all the three
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‘dominating communities who operates in the market, i.e.
Khasi, Eengaii. Bihari and some others, there is lack of
women traders except in the Khasi community where the women
participate as sellers, The Table els;will clearly show the

true fact of the situatione -
TABLE 5 15

~ EEMALE COMPONENT IN RETATL ACTIVITY

Comrunity | Male  Females ' Percentage
Khasi - = 20 22 -
Bengali 44 -

Bihari - 14 -

Others 10 3

Total 88 25

(77.88%) ( 22012%)

out of the 42 Khasi shops, 22 are operated by women and

. 20 by men including the vendours and £igh sellexrss This shows

a mi‘e £ree atmogphere in the Khasi séciety than any other so=
ciet}} whe#e womon are also treated as equal in the- society., On
the other hand, if we take a look at the Bengalis and Biharis,
we £ind that women participation in t;rade,'and commerce espe-
cially in Umpling Retail market is completely absents In case of
‘the Bengalis, we £ind that the women are more eng-aged'in ‘white
collar jobs® for thoge who are able but the rest of thém's%ay
at home, In other c_ommmi#ies, female par‘eic‘i'pation is not absent
but negligible, ' '
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Rental Structure o

According to Ratcliff anE@Qnﬁeupreneur'will seek a place
wvhere his net return be at the maximum. Therefore, he will also
seek a place of site in relation to the market where the cost
incurred by the combidation of input will furnish an ogtput that
maximise profitse But this kind of a site will attract competi-
tion among retallers and the higher;bidder-w0uld be able to get
these kinds of site35§ As the Retail market under study is too
small of about 150 metres along rozdside, shops need not be situa=-
4ted at the front,or at the corner. Even though there is a little
bit of competition for the sites infront say around the Bus stand,
some favourable gsites are occupied by.land‘owners themselves and
the affect of rent is not felt, and need not even compete for sites,
Moreovetg it does not go to the extent where accoréing to Firey
the competition for a site will lead to a gystematic retail pattezn
determined by maximum rents that specific types of retail outlets

are able to pay for each site”3 However, we coulid see that all the

TABLE « 16

RENTAL STRUCTURE
100~199 200=299 3002399 400o499 500599 600~699 700-799 8004

- SR 2 2 4 9 - - .Bihart
2 - 2 3 2 i 1 Others
1 3 8 9 9 2 3 Khasi

3 6 8 7 g 10 1 Bengali

N\
\

58, Ratcliff, ReU. (1949) 3 °The oxohlem ofngetailrsite,seleyii;{
Michigan Buginess Studies. S, ppo DB 750 '
59, Firey, KB(1947) 3 °Landuse,inﬁ¢entra1 Bogton®, Cambridge,

Masachussets, pPe
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shops are concentrated in a small area and it is very‘much

in a haphazard manner and no. specialized, which meang that
one coulé £ind even a grocery shop along with a deﬁartmenal
sﬁqre or a pan shop wiSh a cloth shop or a qobh@ex alongside
Qith a jewellery shop. ﬁor_example. in this context we cannot
accept Petér Scott's ;ssumpticn that jeweller's for instance
are zble to pay an average higher rentsg than furniture retale
lers because they can exploit fully those sites vhere pedes-

trian flow are the heaviest?o

This could ke true to cities

like Delhi, Bombay etc. But for a very small area, as Umpling
Retail market, we £ind that these jewellers are not so popular,

So they could be contented in some corners and the frontal sites
are occupied by essential commodity dealegrs and grocery, It al so
could be seen that if there is competition among even a grocery
and a jeweller, here in, this context it would be totally opposite
to what Scott assumes because in many cases we see that a3 gro=
ceyxer pays more for rent than jeweller. Theréfore, this retail
market is mainly specialized on essential commcdities and ig is
not of fashionable charzacter like Police Bazar, although these
elements are also present in the market, By examining the Table«16
and the ;raphs (Fig.15) showing retnal structure in Umpling Retail
magket we £ind tﬁat éﬁcept fbr a few very low fanging shopkeepers
£rom Rse 100 to about Rg. 300, all of them»renge‘from medium to
high rate of rent. While surveying all the low rent, about 16

of them are small wooden structures, at the averege area of 6°'x5°
feet. But for.buildingsg for which rent ranges £rom Rs. 300 to

Re. 800+ there aré certain factors which need to be considered

60, Scott, P.(1938) 3 'Location end Frontege in city retail
The Valuex‘, 15. Pe2le ' S »
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for example, like (1) area of the shop (2) type of construce
tion (3) whether electrified or not etc.zﬁ;?The average areas
of shops within thisg range ig around 8 x 8 Feeto Most of them
are concrete buildings. But there are aleo ‘some shcps which came
under the ‘same catggory but have been built with wood ( Assam
Type)s They are somewhat bigger in. area around 10 x 12 Feet

in area. Most of the shops are clectrified, except for the very
low rental shops which are mostly very small and weak, There=
_fore, there is no syetematic building for shops, This creates
the haphazaxd landuse in the ma:ket place. But to a cextain
extend there are few length where the shops are almost of cone

crete havxng the same rental value.'

The Table 16 and figure 15, show that approximately 85
per cent consists of ghops which range from Rs.'BOO to Rse 6800+
in rent the rest would be Rs, 100 to Rs. 250 which constitute
only 15%e This happens becauge of the conciousncgs of tﬁe iand
owners of the rate of rents Most of them have replaced with con-
| crete structures and it would not be long to experience a com=
plete change in the landuse cf£ the market in Umpling., Even now.
small ghops like pah and cigarettes éhops are concentxated in
cormer in between big shops. These are the shops which beleng
to the low category of néﬁt,ysut while comparing the area-wice
ve £ind that a sméll.shop of area 5% x 5% with a rent of Rs. 200
p ex month would have to be very high. Even the small structures
which sell beef, pork, matten, chicken, etc. with an area of
‘about 5° x 59 fect. and very weak, insecure and are not £it to
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keep fhe'commoaities at night time are also within the range
of Rs. 200 to Rs. 300, This is very high, even with this also
we cannot get the real approximate iéntal value,_

Thus by looking at the Table -« 16, we could assume that
the gpproximate value of rent in Umpling bazar would be around
R&e. 450 to Rs. 500 per month for an approximately 89 x 8' ghope.
The graph will cleaxiy_indicaté thig, It give the impression
that almost all the ghops are uniform in size though thereare

exception here and there,

- laxes s

- Except for the Khasi traéeﬁs all the other communities
have to pay taxes to the Khasi'Hill Autonomous District Council
{(Tax Deptt,)s Taxes varies with the commodities sold in the
shdp.iTherefore. taxes also has a range which accounts £rom
Rge 80 to about Rse 500 for the departmentai store per annume
The pharmacies pay taxes to the‘govgrnment itself ( Health
Department ), In the same way, even ‘Teer® (Meghaiaya daily

Lottery) also have to pay taxes to the government,

_ Other taxes are of lccal ones. As Umpling Retail market
also include a part of Pohkseh village, about 25 shops éituated
in Pohkseh boundary have tovpay excess tax for water and street
lighting-which accounts to Rse 5 per month, This is absent in
the case of the shops situated in Rynjah village (actual Umpling
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cleaning of the bazar area as thig place iz not under the
Muniéipality area, This also include the Khasi traders who
do not pay taxes to the Digtrict Council,

L Operators s

In all sphexeé of trade and commerco illegal operators

} ere'"not uncormnén.. As said earlier, apart grom the maésis. all
the non-khasis traders have to pay .;ales tax to the Khasi Hills
Distxict Cmmcil. BY aeamim.ng the suz.'veyed questionnaires we
find that excluding the vendouxs, thers are 9 Bengali traders,
6 Biharig and 7 of the other community who Operate illegally
accounting to about 20 per cent of the total traders including
‘the Khasise. If the Khasis are eacluding 4t will be more than

30 per cents This is very alarming rate and a need to stop t.his
is very urgent,

( UMPLING BAZAR )

Noe ©Of Shcps and Vendours Illegal Trading ¢ .  Percentage

156 e 43 ‘ 27456

souzce s Field Survey.

1

The Ipportance of Vendours 3

Y

The vendours are also 3 very impoxtaht facﬁcr in the struc-

ture of Retail trade in Rynjshs Out of the total 156 shops and
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vgaaoﬁrs. they accoudt to about 43 of them, i.e,, about 237%
which 1s a considorsble amount., Out of the 43 vendours, 22
‘are- khasis which is roughly 50 per cent. These vendours speciae
dised in grocery, £1éh selling, poultry products and hawkering.
-leemmmwtmwwma&qmmuwin@awwummaw

license,

Not only they are 1mportant in the structure of Retail
trade of Umpling (Rynjah). they also cater a.great service in
supplying vegetables, egg, 4Ary fish, etc to the peOple of the
sufrounding areage Except forAsdﬁe khasi.and'Bengali vendouté,
most of them come only in the evening to sedl their waress These
people came4with vegetablesQ hérdly with an approximate value
Of R8s 156. They almost sell oﬁf their stuff before 8.30 P.M.
that is ébdht 4 hours selling £rom 4 P.M. Onwardse Even though,
théir functioﬂ is very important. their turnover and profit is
very small at about Rse, 175 and Rse 25-30 respectively per
evening, Only the fiSh sbllers and a few grocers would do a
little better with a profit of above R o 50 per evening,

Cormlodzm Flo&g
Rynjah village being under the urban influence for so

iohg. has now been transiormed into an urban_area itgelf and is
within the township of Nongthymmaie. As it has become into an
uxban ares, the socxety has completely transformed itself £rom
agricultural to non-agricultural activities. The whole village
itcelf is now £ull of homesteads and there is no gpace for agri-

cultaral activities anymoxre.e Being transformed into an urban area
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with no other infrastructurs, g%e village $including tﬁe Refugee
colony) do not produce anything except labour and service. Theree
fore, all the essential need comes from Barabazar and few from other
surrounding areas. On the other hand, Umpling Retail_market being
an important place 1like Barabazar, with good transport £acilities
and roag link actg as a distributing area to the other surrounding
‘area 11ke”9bhkséh5‘?r0per Umpling village, Lapalang, Nongrah, Mawlyn«
rei anaiSO-oh.*Thééefo:e. Umpling Retail magket acts as a 'Middle-mar
‘m_"this aspect‘.. o |

| | As sald earlier, except for a few services and commodity all
‘the ‘need of ‘the village is brought in f£rom Barabazar which is about
5 KM from_RynJeh, They are 1= (1) Foodgrains (2) Cosmetics (3) Harde
wares (4) Medicines (5) Book Stationexy and Newspaper (6) Grocery
ané (7) éiothes etc,

The Table =~ 14 will clearly indicate the commoditieg found

in the market.

These are not meant only for the people of Rynjah village
iﬁeelf but teo the surrounding villages too. There are commodities
~whidh are bought in frxom Barabazar in order to regenerate retail
trade and create more avenues in occupation. Example like tea, sugar,
do not end up as end products which will ke consumed by the shoppers
but will regenerate other occupational avermes such as tea stalls,
restaurants etc. There are many more of these kind of items which

helps in this way. -. . -

The Retail market being a Bus stop, experienced an influx

......

ofwcemmuters.inzthewmorning~and~eVening¢sThis shows that this area

ia pOpulated by a large number of service people. That is why the

.....................

commuters in‘thefevening.creates a brigk trade of essent;al

commedities like f£ish, meat, vegetables, £oedgrain, oil and
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maﬁy otﬁérs, ;
| It could be estimated that from 8 AM to 10,30 AM about
30 buses (Syndicate buses, Mini buses, é@vexnmepé buges) leaves
for Baxebazar, carrying atleast 40 passengexs. This would estimate
at 1200=1500 passengers within 2% hours. In the cvening at sbout
S PM to 730 PMfthe,same number of petsdns;ﬁopla return, Thus,

the Bazar would be suddenly crowded.

1

The sale in the day time is very mild and vexry insignie
ficant in compérison to the evening hours., The figure ¢ 16+ would
give a clear understanding of the commodity f£flcw in and out of

Umpling Retail market.

06060
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xmnonucnom 3

Mtong all other attributes of marketing, emplayment
is 'one of the most important aspects which ‘cannot be excluded.
With growing employment, the dependency ratio declines. Retail
- 4s one of the most important avenues where the informal jobs
" could be cx'eat:ed. ‘I‘hua. most of the under p:iviledged of the
soéiet;y conla be S.ncoxporated in the dork force of the economy.
On the other hand, retail sales account for more than one half
' of total consumer expendituxe and retail trade employs as many
:aé"‘én’e__ irg: éﬁexy teninsured ivorkéxs in Britain. Although, total
employmenﬁ in retailing ig less than one third that in manugace
turing, retailing as mséémteé by emplcsyrrent 1s the largest single
' industry of many British tawms®} Berry (1963)2 also percetves
getail employment as important variable especially in the unplanned
centres while studying the retail centros in Chicago. aAs the
evbiixt_ion of Umpling Retail market is also an unplanned one, theree
fore, many variables might be of importance to the case study.
Pet;ér Scott noticed the influencé ¢f the problem of working‘pro-
prietors within the labour force in retail ingS3
61, Scott, Poter s * Geography and Retailing’, 1970, p.ii
62, Berry, BoJel. (19 Commezrcial Structure and Blicht,

Rotail pattern and groceg_eﬁg in the city of ghic@o"

Reseagch papers. .. - ) Univergity of Chicago. Deptto. Of
Geography. "

63, Scott. Pcter, Zg do Pe 73
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He alsoAnoticed-éhat the level of employment per

| shop varies with the level of sales, but the relationghip
is'compiicaﬁed'ﬁy-véiiatiéns in the'level of‘sales peg wore
kéraf Thus, the number of persons employed per unit of sale
varies with the kind of. busines’sé‘? However, with the increa-
ses economiéslof scale result in anAingreasing level of em=-

ployment rfises less ragpidly than the level of saless66

‘Retaif-employment shows c¢onsiderable variations in
composition by sex, age, education and degféé of training§7
This agpect is also very peculiar agpect which would be dealt
'when talking about the employment structure the case study
'(Umpling Retail market). This also shows that the male amd
female composition in any retail market, The.stxucture of the
market also determined the sex composition work forced. As
Peﬁex scott puts it, thé areal analysis.it ghould be confined
to & particular trade, fcod ghop would involve more male labour
than in cloth shopss Also the composition of the work force
by part time and £ull time labour like wise varies areally
by type of tradeeg*This wag then perceived by éeogpg&slgéé )

640. _Scctt. Pater ¢ Qg.cit. po71
65. Hall, M. & winsten. C 3 1961 : °'The pattern of variations

 of retail margins! Bulletin, Oxford University, Institutions
of Economics and Statistics. pp. 283«87..

66.;‘Bellamy. R.s. 19468 s *Size and success. in retail digtrggu-
tion’, Bulletin, Oxfoni vniversity. Institute Statiseics.s.
‘Ppe 336-8, i

67 Hannaford. ReGeMe 3 1959 3 Education and Trggnigg for
gigrgutsod, O EEC, Partge. ,

68.5'8cott. Peter. ggeag.. Pe72
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that more part time workers are employed in food products
than in clothing trade, egpecially in metropolitan area than

"4in smallér centres,

There are many aspects whtith are problems to even
count as paxﬁ time labour simply to -half or €ull times, Furthere
more, -the high prbportion‘of owners and family workers in
Retail trade every where preclude the use of man hour as in
indicatoxr of labour input. Therefore, Hughes and Pollarxd (1956)
could be more sppropriate to asses the areal input of labour in
regaiiing by the wages and salary pald reiher by showing thg
nuﬁber of persons engaged79 They aleo observed@ that where the
' average sales per person engaged is highswage will also be
higher, Coming back to Georxge(1966), he‘observed that tegions’
with relatively high sale per person engaged,tend to have a lower
pexcentage of unemplpyment71thén areas with low sale per person.

While examining the Eurcpean countries retailing, we
£ind that the sales per person is similaxr to that exhibited by
the averagé sales size of establishments, though the range of

variation as we would except is leeszz

1f we examine Europe as a
who}e. No;the;n Europe which has ehg ;axgest shops and has a
well developed consumer co-operatiom, 3lso returns the highest
sales per employees, The Mediterranean countries whic¢h have the
smallest. shops and thé highest prpoftioh oflworking proprietors,

have lowest sales per worker. This coula e presumably because of

69”.-' George, K.D.(1966) '3 *Broductivity

MGSQJQDQ & Pollaxd,Ss 1956. cOU ," :
1950, Yorkshire Bulletin of Economic & socfal Reseaxch.pp.109-29

7. Geog'gea KQD002.966' M_' p.80 .
720 Jeffexys, .B. & Knee, D, 1962 3 ¢ Retailing in Euzopeil.ondon
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shift in the Share of Workers to Total Workers 1971-'81

TAELE-18

F of Agricultural % Of workers 1in House % Of Other
_ Workers hold industries _workers
; 1971 § 1981  Schange 1971 1981  %change 1971 1981 _ %change
Shillong Municipality 1.35 0.37 =0.98 1.52 1,66 4+ 0.14 97.13 97.34 0.21
Cantonment 0221 0,20 =011 2,18 0,93 = 1.25 97.61 98.97 1436
Mewlai 37.86 19.78 =18.08  3.62 0.88 = 2,74 68452 79.44 10,92
Nongthymmal 2024 1.41  =0.83 1.4 0,86 = 0.58 96032 97.73 1.61
Pynthorumkhrsh -  9.88 - - 1473 - «' 88,39 =
Madaniting - . 2,96 = - 2.61 - - 94,43 =
Shillong Urban 4,59 3.65 -0.94 1.78  1.48 = 0.3 93.63 94.81 1.88

Agglomeration

!

7

’-sgérqés Censug of India.lgei.bevisional_POpulaticn"Total.Meghalaya.;
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a low level of private a;pendituxe per capit.a. on the other

hand, Belgium has small shops( - )an@ medium sale per worker,
presumably ,’beca\xs;e'dﬁ a velatively high level of expenditure.

| vhile in Finland, the growth of consumer co=operation has led ..
to laxge shops and a high sales productivity of labour, despite
.a level of 7 Tper ,cép;ta egpenditure below the European averége.
. Switzerland despite of high level of per person engaged, had
medium sized shops and average sales per person engsged, presumae
- ble because markegs éh_\ava been unduly f£ragmented, by the dﬁi:vexisity
.0of consumer prefe:e‘x‘;ce. In aritain and Sweden, where per capita
1hcome éxpendit.ure _iis also high, the level of sales pexr perxson, _
~ though gbhove average, is not high as might be expected from he (
sales size of" shop. Peghaps, it ig that among :gther reasons N
retailing embod&es mcre services 4n these countries than anywhere
else73. Efven if we' look on the ot.her‘si.de of the globe like USA
and USSR, Goldman (1963) has shown that sales per employee in
t_he two countries lare not so markedly dissimilar, although it
would be in favour to USA'*. Soviet retailing is characterised
by the lack of service which would facilitate a great turnover,
However, the ratio of wages is high'er. in USA than the soviet
Union. This could be due to that USA couldruse relatively more

ca?pital whilie Soviet retailing uses relatively more labour.

73, Scott. Petexy M 9074

74, Goldaman, M«I. 1963, Soviet Marketin "Distribution in a
Centrgl Economy® New YOrke

i
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This sudbstitution of capital for labour in zxetailing, as in other

sector of wastern ecomomios. has keen a basie component of recent

change 75,

uresComing to the Indian context, st least 73

péd?éﬁt of non=agricultural work force is one of the criteria used
b&-ehe Indian census in defining Urban area., In dealing with the
cage study. this phrase coula be vexy vital as agricultural workers
witbin the past 10»15 years hag elcwly vaniShed £rom the scene,
_This could be due to the fact that there 1s no more land to cultivatc,
The two land use Japs({Fig,10,11)0f Rynjsh would clearly indicate
the fact. The more or less complete ’occupational shift?’ and occupg=-
*tional d1Verszxicaticn dan be a txue indicator of an lncoxpOtated
fringe village into the Uxban teritoxy.__ 4

The employment structure of a village could be exémined
. through (i) dependency ratio (ii) share of norwasgricultural workerse
As the village (Rynjsh) is associated with a fast rate of change
-in occupational strtcture, indacated by a high growth rate ¢f none
primary sector. ‘it could mean a significant occupatianal shife as
;well as migration effect of noneprimary work force. ~ '

Dependen gx Rggio Dependency ration is computed by 3

’DR = N R 1000
W

there DR § © Dependency ratio.
Nw = Total Nuﬂber of an-woxkers and
w 3 Total Number of woxkars

. m. Scott, Pete:. gcgt. p 4. SR
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"fhe.buik af’noh woxkihg population consists of ropu=
1etion‘in the dependent age groups, i.e. children below the age
of 15 years and old pecple over 60 years plus housewives handi-
cépbed ané allaxée sectiéﬁ of women, the later could be less
appiiéahae'héré in Meghalaya. The:efoze..ﬁhe lowexr the ratio the
héal-theix ié'fhe'picthxe. since the workforce would not be unduly
ovér_ﬁurdened; The ratio may not directly imply that urbanisation
by:itséli dépiété a low level of dependency raté. but in the develo-
ping countries iike India, where are éeleétive migraticn ig a
conmon feature.-a laige:young migrating population would éhange
ehé overall éependency étructure of the city towards the lower
figure.

The dBpendency of Rynjsh village is 3043 persons. This
ratio is comparatively low when geen in the context of rural India,
_which is 2000 [land that of shillong of 2076 in (1981), The explan= -
ation to this can be that (1) in tribal aveas the female partici-
paéion rate is generslly high and that dampen the DR and (2)village
which are more or less urbanised like Rynjah avail urban employment
which further boosts the figure for workerse To site thig example.
it could also be seen that vhen taking a random sampling of Umpling
retail market, out of the over all 113 shops sutveyed in Umpling
baéar,zz_bel9ngvto Khasi women which constitute only 27 percent
of the ghopse With.éhie sample example one could imagine the
contribution of these tribal women to the society as a whole,
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TABLE - 19

DEPENDENCY RATIO OF RYNJAH VILLAGE, 1989

Dependency _ ‘ wo:kérs )
Females 669 4 423 558 1650
g = 1092 ~
‘Males - 'saz 1008 1550

Total . .. 1634 1566 3200

Source s Field ‘Survey.

1634 x 1000 = 1043 persons -
1566 . . |

\ ® Non-workers in the working age group. |

 Dependency Ratio, =

TABLE < 20

FEMALE COMPOENT IN RETA

ING AND SHOPHOLDING

Comunity‘ Male % Female Female in %
Bengali 114 77¢88%
Khasi 20 22 22.12%
Bihari 13 - -

Others 10 | ' | 3

SOui:ce 3 Field Surveye.

Coming into the real problem in @etailing the employment

‘structure of Umpling Retail market we £ind that the significance
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of the retail market #s very inmense. Taking the employment in
which the shops (excluding the vendor) we £4nd that around 240
persong ars employed here in the market. ';_mi'é constitute about 15,33
percent of the total workforce of he ~v:I.].’la’ge. ‘Indluaihg the vendors
who mostly operastes in the evening it would be around 18.07%. 1f

we examine the enployment within this sphere of retailing we f£ind
that 40.83% are of self employed, 48, 75% are err[ployed in the shops
and othex ser‘vices inter-relate with these shops such as ck_olies.
water carrier, milk supplier it will .constitute to 10441%. ¥ aving
analysed this we £ind that about 47.08% have been held by the
Khasis and 52,92% is shared by the Bengali-s' and other conununiti%s.

TABLE = 2%

EMPLOUMENT STRUCTURE OF UMPLING BETATL MARKET IN SHOPS.'

self Employee Other _seMée.s
Khasi 40 114 11
Bengali 34 | Y ‘ 4
Bihari 12 - 24 - 4
Others C 12 8 - - 6
Total . o8 | S 117 | - 25 240 grand total.
Percentage 40,83% 48, 75% . 10,81 %!

Source 8 Field Survey.



~ on the other
market we £ind the vendour: activities are also. an important
espects as an employmen* eVenue. This kind of activity is
,almoet nil in the afternoon and is concentrated only £rom

RSN EN

4030 PeMe to abO'Ut 8. PeMa

: In this Vendour activity we £ind that. about 51 16A
aFe the Khasis who deal -in grocery and fish selling, the other. ‘
48 B4% 1s operated by the Bengali end other conmunitiee.

i.'
[

R /“\" s
i

”ﬁ{; , Coming backfagain to the dependency ratio. which in
Rynaah village ig about 1043 persons we £ind that it is qulte
‘low. A8 Rynjah village;is-the melting pot of,all commun;;ies
one may £find 1mmigret;on is heavily experienced{ '

Rynjah also experience immigration cf both sexee. This
is due to many convenient factors which the area permits.‘alo
theugh no survey has been garried eu@)yet with few correspondence
we-find that most of male immigrant are Biharis and Bengalis.‘

On the other hand, apart trom retailing which ie about 18,07% \\\
(shops and vendouxrs) about 25% goes to other informal activitiesx\
all around shillong and the rest SOA are service peOple. %e could&

}\

assume this as about 75% of the population dwells in goVeknment
aided gpartmsnis within the three colonies eXCept ehe Rynjan \
middle Section.AThe regt 6,3% ar e in other occupations within

the society itself. With the majority of the popula ion mnvolves in

government jobs there had been. heavy demand for hous ehold\servants.



119
The locai pepulation f£rom the surrounding areas could not'
accomodate thig demand. Thus, we gee a considerable influx
of Bodo girls from Assam into this place, This is ancther reason
why the dependency ratio is comparatively low and hag substitute
or Sounter balance the malc influx bf other male immigrants.
Even girls £rom inside Meghalaya also are found migrating to this

place.

 As mentioned earlier, that because Rynjsh village is

a mix community gociety, all socleticsg could venture ag they
wich, egpecially in the trad¢ and commerca, Apart £rom the Khasis
all other communities are suppose'to possss a trading llicense to
operate a definite area of Khasi Hillss The Tsble = 17 showing
the Illegal Operators in Retail trade in Umpling Bazar both ghops
and vendours estimated at about 27.56 pex cent to the total nume
ber of shops and vendours including the Khasis. ‘I‘his would amount
to 46.73 pex cent of the non=khasis traders who are operating
illegally. But the authorities are gilent to thig phenomenon.

As unemployment is becoming acf_?;ufe with the passing of
time, retailing has becom2 another ameme whére enterprising young
generation these dayS ytry to ventuze. Out of the total shops in
Rynjah village ( Umpling Retail market ) of 113 shops, 69 shops
are cperated by the people below the age of 35 ,yeats which congtie
tute around 61.10 per cent of the shops, Most 0f these has ven-
tured in fields like (1) Eookstalls and News Agencieis (2) Video
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hé%mng (3) Tea stalls (4) general stores (3) Restaurants (6) Fair
Price shop (7) Pharmacies (8) Hardwares (9) supplying of £irewood
(10) Grocery (1i) and many other.small busineas, Due to the extreme
influence of urban aréa'and the growing-incxeasé in price of all
commodities, it is not an uncommon sight where you see eﬁen,school
students trying to start at business thus lowering the dependency
ratio .as low as 50,24% of the shillong city as a whole.

Other avenues, where thesé young people have ventured
are in service actiﬁities, In this class there are two types (1)
privilege (2) the less ptiVilege. In the £irst case‘where young
péople have had some education and expezienceq,and'has an access
to monetary assistance has been éb(B to set up many service centres
such as small scale workshops for repairing_of radio, watchesg, aue
tomobiles, spraying and reconditioning vehicles and others. While
on the other hand, the somewhat under privilege are then occupied

in these shops and service centrxes,

Turnover and Wages s Employment would be incomplete without the
' mentioning of salary, wafles and turnover and profitg of business

to those who own those business.

" Having surveyed the Retaii market of Umpling , we £ind
that the total aﬁount of profit of salfemplayea Qbuld.be around
as,‘aoo,ooo per month both shops &anging £rom és, 200 profits of
salbog)to about Rse 20,000 departmental stores, and the whole range
of general, and specified stores. This figure is quieefgé imagine,

Duc to many set backs it would be a problem to give us quite an
| approximate figure., But the figurcs prove quite trus, by logical
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:assumption on an average moét of the shops would be coming
around RsQ.3006/; per month with quite a fewAexceptioh who
| would touch the Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 margino

On the other hand. the wages and ,;*=;>
,setvice people would be very low. Accumulating all the service

. people's salary and wages we £ind that the whole retail trade

Came to Rs. 50.000 pexr month. This 1s also quite lcgical as

most of the employed people in the maxket are woxking as sales
people only. There had been cases when employment in the shops
egpecially service shops like tailorxing, watch repairing, doctoxs
in pharmacy who work in contract basis, i.e., they get their

own fees out of which the shopowner has no say over it, examples
1like doctorg. While othexs like tailors share a percentage out

of the sale of a £inish goods. Moreover on the other hand, enter-
tainment like ‘Teer® also would f£all in this caﬁegory as a pex-
son wb-uld use only the license of another person juét by paying

a certain royalty to the license owner,

Apart f£rom these there arxre still many other avenues
wvhere employment is created in this Retail market. Fox example
like in supplying of firewood, charcoal, milk, water and other
necesgities of the market is also worth mentioning. Thas with
. all these varicties of employment both self and employed and
other services, the market contributed a lot to the local people
and many other from the society. Even people from outgide the
state and f£rom within the state have migrated into this area and
have operated im many aspects of business to earn their liveli-
hood. Thug, Umpling Retail market is a dynamic Retail centre- and
with proper planning it sould still expand and even accomodate
more people in the population thus bringing down the dgpendency
ratio and reduce the evils of unemploymente.
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CHAPTER = 8
SUMMARY AND CONCLUS ION

Retailing trade is one of the most significant
aspects of Marketing geography. The most important thing
which strike one mind is the importance of retail trade in
our day t0 day 1ife. The study of retailing in Umpling Retail
markét (Rynjah village), has brought to light the influence
whilch ére directly and indirectly affecting the dally nced and
gven the occupation of man. It also deals with demegraphic,

socio=cconomic znd morphological characteristics of the arecea.

The dissertation ﬁeals with.wiﬁe‘a@&a@g;mawf aspects.

A

As Rynjah,being a fringe villa ge wh}ch»hae almost been incore
~ Porated into the Shillong Urbsn area has wide variety of simi-
lerity with the city. Being one of the important reteil centre
in the city 1t has attracted many immigrents. his has mede
Rynjah village s it is today.

The area is fully exposed to urban influence of
the city. The colonies which has been created by the Govern=
" ment in recent years has helped the place t0 gain importance
and become a commanding centre te other sreas. That is why ‘
this place has been termed as a ‘focal point' or a centre place.
Being a very dynamié centro amd with good road and trmmsport
facility it has beén growing from strength to strength and had
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been able to serve the people of the area and the surrounding
villages very effectively, The more or less adequate urban
amenities also is worth mentioning, as they pley a very impore
tant role in the expansion of the areas Thus, we see that

Shillong city is very fast exﬁanding to the east.

Many other necessities in order to develop the
diseertation were examined and incorporated in it. Therefore,
the mein themg“of this paper has been to ana}ysed in detail
tgemEvdiuti?n egnd the Stru&pure of Retail tradef of Umpling .
Bagar (Rynjah), which ultimately provides a very strong im=

Pression on the retailing sctivities of the area.

The historical baekgrqﬁnﬂ of Shillbng regarding
the evolution, demOgraph1c1 socio=~cconomic structure and the
important markets of YMeghaleaya eepecially that of Khasi hills
district has been mentioned in order to give a comparative
insight on the paper. Many historical development such as the
partition of Bengsl in 1947, the Bangladesh war in 1970, and
ell the disturbances in the state and other states have also .
" adversely affected the area.'Thus. we could termed Bynjah vile
lage as a melting pot of all communities. The large immigra-
tion into the area has a great impact on the morphological set=
‘ting end development of the area or the village as a whole.
Many locationasl attributes have béén-pointeﬂ out 80 ao to cmw
Phesise the important existence of the area with relation to

7
the other surrounding areas.
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As mentioned emrlier, this place is occupied by
mény oommunitte§.vThetefpxe, tpefnetail trade also at certain
point of time yashgo be a oompépatiyg study between the, commu~
nities gf yhg arga.-MoreOVer. many aspects of Qervioea present

in the area are also worth mentioning.

Emphasis WaS'also mad e on the commodity compogitions.
This would show the more'specialized aspect of Retail trede or
in other words ihe pige or the volume of commodity of the‘mar;
ket. Théiinterwrelat&ﬁp between Shillong end other arcss had
not been neglected because their importance are ’1mmense and
has been reflected in the thesis. |

Other agspects of trade like 1nﬁesements. tusnéver .
and profit also have been studied in order %o understand the
gtructure of.the markets Rent being one of the main components
of trede has also been dealt[gwith. as 1t affects the turnover
and profits of the enterprenour.

) Emp loyment gegeréte@ by the Retail market has gleo
been taken into consideration as it is one of the major factors
which man cannot 1ive without it. As we have seen that this
market is & phenomenon where all kinds‘df people are attracfed
to s shoppers and sellers, we £ind that it has provided empXoy=
ment to various types of people. Pemale component has also been
highlighted. Infact, we could see in this study that the depen-
dency ratio of Rynjah i3 comparatively {{ow than the nationsl and
Shillong level. o |
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~ ) MMany ;nter;elateg phenomena are algo looked upon
'end many tables and cartographic techniques have been us ed

in order to sudbstantiate the }1gures and tables given in thg
gtudys MOrgover.}many set=backs and bottlenecke of the’tradé
struetpre'and employpent which are parmfui for the society
especially in the trade which are illegal, i.e, without
proper lieensing is also pointed out in order to mgke the
authority ewared of such a problem especially in this tribal ‘
.gtate where’the th Schedule of the Constitution of India is

8till applicable, ..

Therefore, after summarising ell these aspeots
we £ind that there are still many things which needs to bde
improved in the Umpling bazar ares. After all, most of the
area as shown in the ?anduse_arg within complete plen but
this marget has no p;anning at all. Thié has besn a problem
in_the past,mwhe? shops were seen right on the middle of the
road. This hes taken a lot of problems to root out these
things end also needs & lot of effort to do so. Due to the
chase for frontal sites‘évery land owner has tried to protrude
their houses into the market area; This is no doubt would
oreate another grave problem in the future when the area becomes
more importeant and the commodity handling'would be more in
volume in which only Jeeps end other small transport system
would not be possible. Therefore, a planned space from nbw

would be an important aspect to think of s0 as to avoid the
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problems leter on. It has been mentioned that the garbage

of the market eleo have'oreated problems. This problem could
not be dealt with only by the local authority as there is
no more plaoe to dump the garbage. With the chenge of land=-
use of the ares as a whole into an urban landsoape. it would
be more convenient if this place, Rynjeh village as a whole
ie 1noorporate within the Munioipality. This would selve
eome problems as the later has resources to maintain the
civil ares cleans

AsRetnil has geined impetus here in the bazar,
it would be wise grom the part of the Government to encou-
rage all these activitiee espeoially the netive peOple to
reduce unemployment. With many exemplee set oat by many
entrepreneurs, it 1e found that this area could cater to
many kinﬂe of emenues ofemployment. Thus, with these few
advices and encouregemnent to all sections of pccupation
withouthhehht&wghts area hesa bright future and a*ﬁmeble
and efficient Retail merket, to be able to serve more better
to the peoPIe of the area ami the surroundings and to be

ameong the proeperoue ereas of the city.

" END
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Plate-1: Roadside vendoury in the evening.

Plate-2: New concrete shops replacing old
wooden ones.



Plate-3: Brisk shopping in the

ce of vendoury activities
the background

Piate-4: Importan
Seen in
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_APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE USED FOR FIELD SURVEY

® THE EVOLUTION AND STRUCTURE OF RETAIL TRADE ®

UMPLING = MARKET

A+’ IDENTIFICATION SCHEDULE &

(i)
(ii)
(i13)

(iv) -

(v)
(vi)
(vii)

(viti)

(ix)

. Name Of thé Village w.coooCn;o..;oo‘ooo.-ooo

Name Of OWNEK ceecseseccssiosescssessvsscacas
COMMUNALY sescoescssssscssasssssssscsssoscse
Scheduled Caste/TribCecccessscccsscsssnsssone
AOC sosesossossasseiscasssrsstossssscsscsces
s S
Plaoe of Birth .........ooo.ou-.‘--..¢u...
Litetacy Status ............................

- Marital Status o-Qof,QQOo’QQQOofffooatfqoool'

Be. COMMORITY COMPOSITION s

10

s ’ A at—— ‘ . : ’
Group1 |2 | 2143751 6] 718 | o
. e e onaiane o




C. OWNERSHIP 3

Personal/] Rate |General

Rental/
contract

131

’

of |specie
rent |£ied

Aroa
of
shop

Licence

unl i~
cence

Atithority
£rom which
permissi
on obtaine
d

Rate of Taxas Khasi
Hills Pistrict Coun-
cil sales tax,income
tax, other taxes

D. TURNQVER AND PROFITS $

(a)
(b)
(c)

{(a)
(e)

estimated value Qf the.BQOCk in the ShOP RSseeasesaosce
approximate sale per A3Y RSecocesoscesevsnssssccesaccocce
percentage of sale per day against estimated value of

stock RSeocesevsssnccescsecsceivesesnscscsecoscaccsscccnee

B. EMPGOYMENT &

b 7Y

2.
3.

4.

Se

gpproximate duration to sell off the whole stock RSeeee
apptoxiﬁate turnover and profits RSeeecessccesssscccesse

Whether self employed/or employed@ in the shOPeceescscces

How many persons'employedQQtochOQOO.oo&ouo.co.obo.ogc‘o
The daily wagesfweekly wages/monthly salarYsseseseccscse

Other employed persornels for the supplying of other

daily NCEUSe00000000008000000000005000800bc0c0s00sssesoe

(a) Wateres...daily/weekly/monthly wates ® cost of the

material

Se

(b) MilKecoosn
(C) F;;ewcod etc@..d

E. VENDOURY &

GO

1. Commodity s°1dgopbvooooaoqo(a)

24
3.
4.
-

(d)
(c)

. Duration of working hcuerioqmooeomiboooooo.obc.odo.ooo.

s

Duration of work/morning/afternoon/cveningececceccsscess

Takes, if ANY 0006000600808 00600800000086005000s000stsdoncs
Appr0x1mate value of commodity sold..CGQ‘QOGUIOQ‘QOOOI.O
~PIO£1€8 §?ﬂ NCOME escessssscscnsosnssccecsscsisnsancses
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