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CHAPl'ER - 1 

1NTRODUCTION 

Retail trade is one ot the most silnif1cant aspects 

of Marketini ceograpb)c wh1cb ia a component ot Economic Geo­

gra~. Accor<Un& to Peter Scott, retail cl1str1bution or re­

tail trade is a very 1mJOrtant sector ot ~ational econom,, 

while perceiVing the case ot the western countries 1• Yet, 

d.esp1 te of its economic importance retail d.1str1but1on or 

trade bas remain a neslected field ot academic enquiry untill 

recently2 • The need for marketing geogra~ was tirst pointed 

out by William Applebaum. In his arsuement he emphasized the 

need to study marketing. He pointed out· that tboU&h the S\lb­

Ject has been neglected b.Y seograpbers, a larae section ot 

the working population is enaSf;ed in marketin& 1\anction, and 

a large part of the urban landscape is devoted to structures 

Q~ whole sales and retail trade and the complex channels ot 

distri~tion leadins from the producini to consuming areas'. 

As said earlier, Retail trade being a component of Marketing 
. - . . 

Geography, the importance of the latter .1n tbe early st~e 

has been v1suallze4 by many American geocraphers. With this 

rouse of interest, Ramond Murphey introduced a special edi­

tion ot an American 3o\lmal ' Economic Geocrap~, • entitled, 

1. SCott, Peter, "GeographY and Reta111Jli 0
0 P.12. 

z. Scott1 Peter,(1970) a Ibid.. P.12 

3. Applabawn, W1111am, (1954) t "~ke~ aeo1raen 
American, Inventory and. Prospecs, ~fisHed or the 
Association of American Geographers by Syra cuse 
University), PP• 245-2»9. 
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'Marketinl Geography comes ot Age ' in 1961 , The separate 

status ot lVIarketina Geoaraphy was then reco§Dised only in 

1g72. Thus, Marke~ seograpby rece1ve4 a .considerable 

attent1on from geo1raphers only for the last 2 decades and .. 

is a dynamic discipline with .a ~short history an~ ~ lo~. 

future•. 

The lntrodu.cUon of 'Central Place Theory' 1n 19-'3 

by Walter Cbr1staller has rou.sed great interest amon~ the 

geograph~rs and has added consider$bly to the knowledge of 

retail tra«e. Apart ·rrom retail.inc 'Central Place Theory' 

is also related to all ~ertiary acti vi t1ef1/+. According to 

Cbristaller, the starting point is that an u.rban centre, 
, 

be 1 t a town or hamlet, ex.1sts primarily to provide &oocis 

and services tor the su.rrcundin& areas. SUch services are 

termed as 'Central FUnction•, and services centres prov1-

ciin3 them are 'Central Places' 5. It would be impossible to 

dis~ss the evolu.tion ot a market or the importance ot $ftY 

trade, b9 1t whole sale or Retail trade withou.t a basic 

unclerstanding of the 'Central Place Theory' ot Christaller. 

Chr1staller Visualized that a central place wou.l4 have to 

be located. at the _c_entre ot. m1n1mum travel. Though 1 t is a 

theory of Just assu.minS. ~d: .. not qu.i te practical in reality, 
•• J . ; 

-1 t has !by no means contr1bute4 .a lot 1n uncle"'stan<iin& the 

·evolu.tion o·t market centres and their functions,. 

4. Scott, Peter. (1970) s op,c1t, p.12 
5~ ~. p .• 12 ' 
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Although with the unclarstancUng ot the theory's 

11m1tatio~s~ 1~ is still worthwhile· to mention some of its 

e~sence, According to Cbristaller •. assuming that 1~ given 

a unit,prmly .d1s~r1bute4 purchasing power and uniform expen­

cU.ture pat~em with equal .aocess1b111ty trom all points, the. 

°Compl.eme!ltery rE!iion• would be ~exa&onal in .shape. This. also 

1mplles ~o the shops located in .. central places would also 

have hexa&onal market areas. Th~retore, with tb1s analysi~ 

we could understand that the, lar1er _the centre is, th$ srea­

ter the· volwnee be it in establishments and· business types,. 

otfer.more coods and services and do greater volume of busi­

ness than smaller centre~. Small· c.entres mostly deals With 

essential commodities and se~ces wbich consumers purchase 

frequently with minimum trav$ll1ng. Cbristaller held ~t· 

central places or shoppin& centres comprise of a hierarchy 

made up ot ciiscrete sroups of centres. He also held that each 

shop~ centre of higher order provide all the sood$ and ser­

vices provided by lower order centre along with a discrete 

tP.'OUp of higher - order 1\mcti.ons. Therefore, we cou.ld assume . 

that the market areas ot the lo~er-order centres rest Within 

the market areas of the higher ord.er centres. The system ot 

central places and their complementary regions could be go­

verned .by three alternative principles. The marketing princi­

ples is ~sed on the assumption that all the areas could be . · 

served its own hinterland and an area or population equivalent 

to two other settlement 1ft addition (~o3 Principle). The pat­

tem of settlement h1erarchy acc'ordJ.ng to transport principle 

·--·-·-------------------
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would be su~h that many_ settlements would. ~eon the. main 

transport ~utea connecting tne h1gher c;»r<ier centre (Ka4 
. . . ! .. 

Pr1nc1ple). According to administrative principle .th~.efti­

cie~t administration control ot settl~ments would result 1ft 
' 

the evolut1~n of distinct complementary regions 1n, which 

case a complete hexagonal system is postulated (Kc?). 

As has been saicl earlier; Chr1staller•s '_Theory ot .. 

Central Place•. races severe criticism. Firstly, the assum~ 

tions are unrealistic. Secondly 9 Models are static ones and 

lack time dimension and l,ack actual history ot settlements. 

TIW11:1ly, the model has several fiX tiers and each tier has 

tha same size and functions, and ~1 higher order place per­

form all the functions of the small central places. On these 

bases, Christaller 's 'Theory of Centr~l Places • need modi.tJ.ca­

tion. Therefore, August Losch. CQIIle out with his 'Economic 

Landsca~•6• 

August Losch used similar hexagonal framework for 
.. 

his thaoreti.cal · landscape, but improved and , extended on 

Christaller form b,y showing how a complete economic landscape 

can be created based on a-,&~!').eral concept of 'hierarotrl?es. By 
', - \;.:_ 

combining the special cases of Chr1staller•s framework as 

mentioned above, Losch evolved the framework of an economic 

landscape in which the number of centres and tunct~ons per-. 

tormed at each level of the hierarchy could be flexible. Tbis 

6 •. Losch, AuJUst, • The Economic of Location: p.119 



means that all places having similar population size need 

not have the same level of functions. Thus, Loschian model 

seem more ·realistic, though the existence of discrete st~ps 

or breaks "1n .. hierarchy or continuity in sequence is still··· 

q"estioned • Theref'ore, Losch • s modification of centra;l. 

place theory turns it to a more:complex and less rigid than 

Chr1stal1er6a. The flex1b111ties stem trom the assumption 

that as opposed ;to Christaller • Losch leaves the number ot 

centres at a liven level in the' hierarchy to. be '.served by a 
. . . 

central place at the next higher level tree to vary and qe 

determined.within. the model. Iilfact, Chr~staller•s·theory 

is a special case of the IDOre &eneral Loschian model. In the 
I 

Loscbian model• althou,ab he asserts the vertical arrangement 

ot sub-centre as hierarchal. It is quite clear ·that the hier­

archal structure of the economiC Landscape is much less clea­

re4 ~out. Central place theory therefore, could not be regar­

c:le4 as a general theory ot spacing and size distribution . 
I ,, 

cities. It should be seen rather as altering of location one 

of the cities locating like service centres. 

The main complementary between thes~ two is that 

there is a cons~derable interest in both to the problem of 

·development in the geographical space. Intact, to some_ extend 

the ~ntral Place Theoey can -be. considered as complementary 

to Bo~<iiville theory of localized poles of growth. While 

Boudiville theory ot localize .functional growth poles in geo­

graphical space is not by itself a theory ot location which 
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explain where the functional. &rowth poles are or where they 

•111 be located in ,eograpbical space• 

For .these kinds of locational explanations. the 

growth .pole ,,.theory must rely on theories of looatJ.on of which 

the Central. Place Theory is the only ·general theory which 

takes account ~~ xnterdependencies among services 'activities 

resulting from the spatial 41vis1on o:f labour. On the· other 

hand~ Central place theory does not explain the growth pheno­

mena. It is therefore; a static theory. On thE:l other hand, 

the growth pole is the dynamic· one ~d explains ·how in~ced 

growth can operate in relative static economy. Thus, with 

the understanding of the phenomena mentioned above; we could 

come now to the reality wbi~h effeqt the economy in space. 

There are two sets of markets operating within eco­

nomies, i~e • ., the market for coods and sel'Vices and the mar-· 

ket tor .factors ot production. These sets link buyer and seller 

and so faciUtate the exchanie of commodities passing between 

them. However, 'lflhat are market places at the tirst 1natance ? 

A market place acc.ording to Hodder and Lee •may be· defined as 

a 9\lblic gathering of buyers and sellers meeting .at appointed 

location at a re~Ular time ' 7 • Thus, the understanding of the 

Central Place Theory is a must in this ease o Hodder and Lee 

helel that·, the t'unction or a central place i;s to provide a 

wide range· ot goods and services to the population aurround1113 

7. Hodder, B.w. and Lee, Roger, 0Eoonomic Geograph¥'•P•137. 



8 

1 t • By un<ierstanciing the above statements we could now ana• 

lyse the essence of retail trade and ~hole sale. 

Firstly we faca with the problem of understandinl 

the difference between reta11 and wholesale trade. Accor­

ding to Beckmann and Engle, there are three basic cri ter1a 

:to distin8uish wholesaling an4 retaiUna. They are 1 (1) 

The status of motives ot the p\Archaser - whole saling in­

volves the· sale ot one enterpreneur to. another, int~nded 

for resale by· the second, (11) \'lhole sal.ing is concerned 

With Wlk demand rather than un1 t demand (ill) Here accor­

ding to the standard industrial classification (196~) Whole­

sale trade involve establishment or places of business pri• 
I 

marily. engaged 1n selling merchandise to retailers. HavinS 

analysed all these, we now come to the p~blem ot develop­

ment retail trade in Sbillong city with special reference 

to Umplins (Bazar}. 

Statement-of the froblem 1 

Till recently, urbanisation was in the incJ.pient 

staae in the Nortb-East region of India •. The share ot urban 

population was n¢ more than 10 percent •. This is due to the 

reason that the region has lone; remained in relati.ve isola­

tion from the rest of the COW'ltry wJ..th a dominant tribal 

mode of producu~n. Even, strong colonial penetration of about 

a century (1850-1947 AD) bas tailed in changing the production 

----- --- ·---------- ----------- ---· ------ -
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~.~e of the. econo1111 from primary to secondary .activities. 

Therefore, with the absence of 1ndustriallzat1cm, the .trade 

anel commerce sector has constantly crown' being; 'the back bone 

of the econonw • and. has remained the maJor avenue of employB 

ment generation along With expansion ·in the administration 

after the Independence~ 

. \1ithin the total 'population· Of 1-,3 million of f4egha• 

l~ya ·(1981 ), Shil~OJlSf the oa~ital ot the State has a si¢­

ficant position accountir~ for 1 S percent C!f the population 

ot the State. Sh.illong-Urban A15glomeration consists of siX 
' 

townships (1981), i~e.; . Shillong Munic.ipality,· Shillong can­
tonment; Nongthymmai, Mawt~• Pynthorumkhrah and Madanrting. 

_, .. 
Apart.t.rom a short setback in early 1970's the city has been 

grotd.ng s'teadi.ly;. but without any si.gn.i.ficant industrial base. 

Therefore, emploJIIlent in administration, other services; trade 
. ' 

and commerce and ·transport is the key element in the growth 

moamtwn of the city• .Uinpllng Bazar located in the eastern 

fringe of · ShU.long City has got many of the facnll ties men­

tioned above, Besides Wholesaling, ·retailing is no doubt the 

most important aspect of the bazar,,. In this case, the proposed 
' . . .... -

study is for the UmplinG area, Three aspects of retail trade 
. ~ 

have been contemplated to be studied•, like the structure of 

retail trade, the morphology i.e.,. loca.tion8 . distribution etc. 

and the interrelations of a retail trade with other aspects 

of the economy. Moreover, as number of retail trade nucl.f.1 
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have come up over time 1n Shillong; Uke Nongthymmai, Polo 

Bazar, Happy Valley, --Mawlai, Laban etc. it would be ditri-
/ i 

cult to study them all in order to compare with the ·emer­

gence ot Ump~ Bazar~ 

It is with the ~bove views in mind that the present 

proJect is planned.; to study in detail the retail trade 

structure of Umplin" Bazar 1n respect of 1 ts evolution, loca­

tional factoa;s, morphology, trade structure and associated 

socio-economic impllcations. 

Literature Survey.: 

A review on 're.levant literature to support the case 

study is very much needed 1n order to achieve more or less 

a sound underst~,t the internal structure ot Rynjah vil­

lage and the sWTounding areas. Thoutgh some studies pave come 

out recently, this field ot·study has been neglected for a 

very·lon& while. Even upto those day Retailing has not been 

able to become a ~11-fleclged disci.pllne of its own, but it 

J.s sti.ll under the shadow of Ec;onomic Geography. Therefore, 

the study denoted particYlarly to Retailing is scanty. 

Henry Sm1th8 was the pioneer 1ri the study ot the eco­

nomic ~f retailing. But 1n . his comments we find that 1n the 

B. Smith, Henry (1937) : "Retailing Distribution", p.1 

---------
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very first paie; the unhealthy feelings of economist. to deal 

With it. In .oth~r word; as Peter SCott· said; " be~ause retail 

trade appears to the English, to contain an essential element 

of unworthiness·, a 'blend of the sinister themselves with sub­

Jects of which the titles carried more d~}911fied and scholar­

ly connotatiori.·· He might as well added that this scholar pre­

di taction was shared by other social scientists as well, nota• 

bly by geocraphers and sociologist i but certainty ·in subse- · 
0 ' 

quent years st.ich prediiection was more evident am'ong geoiJ'a.:.. 

phers than ~mong e~o~omist$9. The· middle ot the century 

VisualJ.zed or saw 'soma' nota~le' adv,M~es. in the t¥ory &f ra­

tailin3 and in, empj.rie;lal economic enquiry 0 but the few con­

tribution that were made to o~ ~derstanding ~~ ratailinS 

looati~n and s~t1al manitest~tions ot Retail Sector in Bri­

tain came mainly· from .the works of Town Planners in case ot 

Britain 10·• Only until· lately did geographer started payin3 
' . 

attention t~ the spatial analysis of reta1JJ.ng. 

lt was William Applebaum in 1954 who saw tne impor­

tance of retailing.within the sphere of Marketing GeographJ11 • 
.. . . . ·, 12 

Even thoua~. lt was spelled out by Applebaum, "Brian, J.L. 

Berry also ,emphasise on this aspect of marketing geography 

while de_~llng w.i. thin metro poll tan areas ·1n the service or 
private busJ.ness enterprises. ln 1962, J.efferys and Knee de­

fined Retail as " all establishments, fLxed or not, and all 

9• s(!ott, Peter. gp.cit•, ·p.11 
10. ~. p.11 
11. APPlebaum, William, op,cit, pp.245-S1. 
12. Brian;J.L.Berry, ttGeosraphy of Market Centres and Retail 

distribution", p,125, · 
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persons .- o-wner'; family workers, _employees, tull-tim9 or no~ 

! 

engaged' wholiy or ma1n1y in the sale of coods, in a state 

ready tor final consumption or use, to pr1.va,_ conswnera. . 

Excluded. are units·t~t seU primarily seryices, 'e.g., Cafe,. 
. . / ' 

Restaurants; drycleaners, laW\drJ.es and re~rs of various 

sorts · ot repaJ.rJ.ng represents tile greater part of the trade J 

also excluded are dealers selling raw materials, agricuitural 

supplles in bulk, machinery and bW.lcSJ.ni materials. Inolud~ 
. . 

are all retail outleta·comtns within t~ above definitions, 

whether they be fixed shops, 'kiosks or market stalls,· or 

itinerant traders setttng'on street corners or selling from 

door.to door13 • 

. However, with the propounding ot the Central Place · . 
Theory and the response of geographer to it have added consi-

derably to our knowle<ige ot" @~tiel retailing pattern. This 

happened due to Chris taller's classic study; • Die Zentialen 

Orte in Suddeutscblf,lnd ' 14 published at Jena in 1933 arid. 

brought to the attention of English speaking scholars by 

Ullman in 194115• Geosraphers Ciealln& with Central Place~ 
anu c~ty binterlanq relationship, denotes ma~y terms such 

as 'Complementary Re~1on 't Url)an-Sphere of intlaence 

0UrDlanQ. •, •uroa.n-r~eld', 'City-region •, •catchment area' etc 

to solve many purposes withi~ this field. Berry and. Pred 

.,, . . 1 '2 .·.• .,. Jefferys, J.B. and D.Knee (196.2) : "Retai.liM in 
Europe" Macmillan, LOndon, pp. 143-4. 
Chisistaller, W'• (1 9'33) ;' 0 Dia Zenti.alen Orte .in · Sudde­
utschland", Translated by c .• \'l.Ba$kin, "Qentral Pla­
ces in So~them' Germany 0 ,Englewoocr Clit't',N.J. 
Dl.lman,E. _1941) : .,.A Theory of location tor Cities" 
American Journal ot Soc1ology,46,pp.835-64. 
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in 1961"6516 al~o have contributed a lot in order to create 

substantial literature on C$ntral places. Berry and Garri­

son too, within the year 19~ has c~e out with ~DallY aspects . .•, 

relatinl central place thaor,v17• Losch too have ~ontribated 
• ; "I I 1 • 

a lot in this field. All these approaches aimed: at the pro-
, 

blem of delimitation of the surround zones of a city 1n tei"Dl$ 

ot services and goods ~der the assumption .that d11 the ser­

vices and soods have their own sphere of influence, and people 

will travel to the nearest place at which goods and ·services· 
. . ) 

are ava1lable18• Losch (1954) as Peter SCott put it has stu• 

died many aspects of Cbristaller•s Central Place, notably the 

hexagon, as the most advantageous shape for market areas, de­

monstrated that the .three princ.iples are but special cases 

drawn from a series of possible solutions. The administrative 

principle, for example, could be met by a rule of 13. He 

concludes that a complete regional system embodies an optimum 

combination of all pr1rlcJ.ples.19 

16. Berry., B.J.L. and A.Pred., (1961) • "Central Place stu­
di.es : a bibliography of theory and applications n .,Regio­
nal Science Research Insti. tute, B.i.bUography Seri.es No.1 
Supplement through 1964, by H.G.Bamum, R.Kasperson and 
s.Kiuchi, 1965. 

17. Barry, B.J.L. and Garrison, w.L. (1958}(a) : 'Tbe Fungtio­
nal 'bases of the cent,ral place Hierarchy •, Economic Geo­
graphy, 34, PP• 145-54• 
Berry, B •. J.L. and Garri.son, w.L. (1958)(b) : '.A Note on 
central ace theo and the ran _, "' "· ood ', Economic 
Geography, , PP•· -11. . 
Berry, B.J.L .• and Garrison, w.L. -(1958)(c) : • Recent 
deyeloproartt of central· pl.a'f:ce theory •, Papers and Pro­
cedings ot ·the Regional Science Association, 4, pp.107-20. 

1 a. Losch, August, 1 .Di.e raumli.cha Or:clrnmg d_er ':Jertschatt 
s.ette neu durchgearbeitete Ayflage',Juna,1944, Transla­
ted by \1oltgang F. Stolper as • %..he Econom.i.c of Location • 
New Ha,ven, Yale University Press, 1954. · ' 

19~ SCott~· Pt;lter,op.cit, p.13. 
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~He' also added that similar do not necessarily per­

form same function·, centre need not 'be larger, the greater 

the size of their market areas, centres if ranked by size 

may under circwustances appear .~o be a continum; . and market 
. i 

areas may vary sui"tioiently·in size.as to preclude fl restini 

pattern characteristic of Christa~ler's system. In tba 

Losch1an system, consumer is ag~1n m1n1m1sed . and no fJ.rm 

can earn excess profits20• 

SUbsequently Berry and Garrison (1958 0 b,c), refor­

Jll\.llated Central-place theory in term of 'thresho,ld' and 

'range', which together enable a hierarcblcal structure ~o 

be deve~ope~ without the assumption of uniformly distribu-
! 

ted parcha$- power basic .to the arrang~ment or hexagonal 

market ar.ea21 • Christ~ller in 196622defined the 'r~e of 

a good' as ' the farthest'distance the dispersed population 

is willing to go in order to,buy a good offer ~t a place•. 

This limit is determined by spatial competition among the cen~ 
' 

tre supplying the goods. He also emphasised that the range 

also has a *lower Umit • \t~bich Berry ·and Garrison termed as 
• I 

threshold. " Thrash hold23 ~ccor~ to Berry and Garrison 

is the minimwn. amol.Ult of ~-chasing power necessary to support 

the supply of 'a· goods from a centre• Given only the concepts 

of threshold and range they maintain that a central place 

20. Scott, Peter, Ibid., p.13. 
21. Berry, B.J.Lo and Garrison, tV .L. (1958b). II:Cu·PP·304-11 
22 Berry, B.J.L. and Garrison, W.L. (1958c),: c .pp.107-ZO 
22. Christaller, vl. (1966). : fp.c1t." p.222 and 9 •.• 
23. Scott, Peter, Op.cit, p.1 • , 
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hierarchy will emerge whatever the <Ustribution of purcha­

sing power and whether in rural regions or within a connur­

bation. These concepts no longer ·reqW.re the notion ot no 

exces$ prof~ts. There are still many more scholars who have 

ventured in this tie lei llk~ Beckmann, Schell, Thomas, John­

ston, Kenyon and have come out with many views but are with­

in the same channel~4 • 

In the same way central place theory also· face many 

criticism and much ·.of it is directed at its concept of demand. 

Intact, these are done for the be~terment.of the state ot 

.. affair in reprd to this direction. 

24. (~) Beckmann, M.J. (1958) : 'Cities hierarchies and the 
AAstrtbuti,on of City size '·• Economic. Deve.lop~nt and 
cultural change, 6, PP• 243-8 

(11) Schell, E. (1964) : • Aspect of centraX place theory 
unsubstgot*ated by store facilities 1n Boston's 
ret~l landscape', Abstract ot paper 20th Interna­
t.tonal geo·graph1cal Congresst London~ p.207 
( Edited by F.E.Ian Hamilton). 

(iii) Thomas, E.N. (1961) : 'Towards an expanded central 
pJ,ace modell Geographical Revi.ew~ pp. 400.:..11. 

(iv) Jol!lnston, R.J. (1966) : ' ;l'he distribution of an 
intra-metropolitan central place bierarc~' 
Australian Geographical Studies' 81 4,pp.19-33· 

. (v) Kenyon, J .B. (196•1) : ' .On relationshiB between 
central .function anA;' '·size ot place_', Annals ot 
the Association of American Geographers, 57, 
PPo 736-50o 
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Regard1ng the friDge study related. to market some 

Indians also have ventured into this sphere. Wadhva (1983)25 

noticed that a ma~or.1ty of the people who have shifted out 

to the tr1nge area belong to the low or middle income· sroups. 

Acoor<U.n& to few Indian Scholars like Nangia · ( 1976), · Alam 

(196S), Gopi (1978)26 observed that the great~r the dynamism 

or the city leads to a E~ster growth or trinle area. 

ThUS with the·ge~eral review of the all the theories, 
. . . 

~oc1ification ~ ob_se.rvances o£ many scholars, we get an 

insigh~ to many aspects, while dealing ·with the study case 

• The Evolution of Umpling Retail. Trade Market •. 

·, 

25. Wadhva, U~an,, • Urban fringe land markets ' Concept 
Publishing Co., 1\lew Delhi, 1983. 

26. (i) Alam, M., ' Hyderabad. 'Secunderabad - A study on 
urban geography'·• _,4llied Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 
Hyderabadj, 1·965. · · . 

(11) Nangia, Sude'sh, •. Delhi-Metropolitan region',(> 
. K.B.·Publioations, New Delhi, 1976. 

(Ui) Gopi, G.N., • .Process of urban fringe Development • 
'A Model'- Concept -Publishing Co., New Delhi, 
1978, P• 98. · 

. . 
' . 
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Research.Querries: 

As said earlier, after havini a ceneral idea of many 

aspects related to retail.ing, there are many aspects which we 

ceuld venture while c.iealiJ'\1 with the case study. 

This involve the quest for documents, local informa­

t~ons and other valid contributiOn5
1
from many people relating 

to the evolution of RynJah village as a whole. There are 

many factors which are interrelated to this evolution pheno­

mena a,,., the evolution ot Shillong, the importance ot mar­

kets (periodic markets ) around Umpling, the political phenome­

non which happens and has contributed to this evolution. There 

will be a thorough,check on government schemes and loans which 

has been granted to this area tor deve·lopment. Many other.s 

would also ~dincorporated wit~ this purview. 

Regarding the structure of retail trade many applica­

ble ideas and theories ot different scholars would be sorted 
.-·"" out and incorporate in this work. other survey~!' information 

would also be emphasised. The internal structure ot the area 

includinl the market areas will be carefUlly analysed as 'such 

to give a clear idea of the morpholoQ ot area. Maps with 

Cartographic assistance will be ot 1reat help in this work. 

Ta)les, graphs .and other techniques will be. used to live a 

elear idea of the commodity mix and the composition of traders 

trom different communities will be analysed at large. 
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Finally,. -rruimy more survey~ wi~l bte analysed to enable 

us to understand :the population, s~ ratioJ.dependenQy ·ratio" 
. . ' 

~d the structure of emp~oytpent bot~. by sel~ generating> and . 

wage. in assistance .to the ~ervice 1n trading 1n, the area, 

along side with other services which could be presented in 

the market· ·area. · · · 
\, .. I,' \. ; '' 

OBJECTIVES ·: · ... 

.' -· ' ' 

The present study deals with the evolution and struc.-
• ',1 :0 ~ • • . ' r : : • 

ture of Retail trade of Umpl.ing Bazar. The emphasis throUih . ' . 

· out is on the analysis of the evolution and retail structure 
. • ' • '. ·• . ' ,l ' ... 

and the interrelation with other aspects of the econom1. Re-
: •• • • • • ' • t • : ' • ' ' • ' 

gard.ini the evolution of the. market, emphasis would --~ made 
' ,. I ' • • •· . ' , ' • , ' , \• ' • •• ' • 

on how it has orig1nated;factors which have led to the evolu-
' . 

tion of the retail market will also be studied. Jn dealinl with 

retailing, all other services apart from the cons~tion 
' ' ' ' ' ' , • ~ I 

of commodities sold in the market, other services such as 
l •• ' 

workshops of all kinds, and services which are informal and 

formal would be analysed in detail. In other words, the spa­

tial distribution of all'these commOdities and services would 

have to be analysed. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Therefore, we ~ the objectives within the followin3: 

to study the history and condi. tiona on which Umpl~ 
retail market developed. 

' to study the structure of ret~l trade ·in respect to 
locational attributes, morphology and commodity mix 
and, . 
f±nally to study the struc~ure of employmen~ (both self 
and wase employment) and trade structure of the market. 
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Si;nificance.of the Study : 

As has been said earlier, in absence ot industriali­

za.Uon~ trade and commerce sector has constantly grown and 

became the backbone of the economy of Meghalaya. Therefore, 

~ t is important. to study the retail.ini structure of Shillonc 

to get insight of the emer~ing structure, of retailing in 

th1s.fast ircwing urban centre located in a tribal and bill 

area. More(')ver, there are very few studies on the various 
'· 

8$pects of market development in the region. . ... · ... 

'· :f 
· .. '· 

; ' 

~ak.ing . a cood look at Umpling· ·Ba·zar · we find that· i.t . 

has become. one . ot the. ·most important . 1rowth centres 1n the 

eastern tringe···of the··c.tty;.. ·To Justify the· statement;. the 

~ctions·, arici' services· rendered by Umplinl· bazar. has its , 

effect 'to no less ·than · 5 .;. 6 square· ·kilometre ot the· surroun~ 

cti.ng area •. Intact, we could :find. almost 'all kinds o~; essen­

tial . comrilodi ties· and se~v.tces in the ·bazar ( market ) . viz., 

Baniu.ng, inedical·aids,.~hole-sale·of·stock.s ·ot all important 
. ,. \ 

commodities, reliabl·e· transport fa~111ti.es~ technical. schoo~ 

workshop of different constructi:on·e.gp fabrication,.carpen­

try ~ automobile' blacksmi thery etc. and buil<iirli construe-

tions. Due t(') the presence of schools, government and Mili­

tary administrative units, adding to the private buildings 

and homes, .. ·have. helpe4 in d~veloping, the bazar and. expan-
' . ' ' .· ,, ~ 

din&.the volume ot its commodities aile and service rendere~. 
' ' 

The importance . ot government and military quarters are not 

the least 1n the development and expansion of the bazar. Ta­

kini a glance at the ~ket we .find that 1n the· past few years 



it has radiated along the roadside to Umpling proper to 

Lapalans villa~e,. Pohkseh and even farther on. This is due 

to the uprooting or some· 20-25 illegal petty retailing shops 

in recent years. Therefore, we find that Umpling bazar situa­

ted in RJ!ljah village, is not only; a central place of the 

village itself but a combination of other shops and service 

and infrastructure found in the three other villages as well 

e.g.-, (Pohkseh, UmpUng;- Lapalang) ·,villages • 

. Data Sources : · · · 

The proj~ct.~~uld not be an· easy one. This is due to 

the fact that materials would be scarce. The study of Marke­

ting·geoiraphy is ot recent orJ.gin ( of about two decades 

old ) • There are neither any number of significant studi.es 

on marketing in the region nor adequate data base of research 
' ' . 

since the region is relat.ively backward. Therefore, much of the 

work will be based on field survey and investigation. other 

secondary sources woulcl be from Banks schemes and development 

programme, Government sources and office of the district 
. . 

--

council, trading licenses from the District Council, MUnici• 

pall ty and. the- Vil.l_~e Durbar -which will be utilized to the 

ext.ent possible. . ·--.. .... ,.,_ 

: ·.\ 

Methodology : 

Since there exist no systematic data on the problem, 

as sai.d earlier, most of the-information wJ.ll be c~lleoted 
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' ' ' 

from documents and field survey. 

• · The: project will involve·· the study ot ·historical 

condition and · -i:ocational · ·on: which· the·· market has emerged 

thr'oU&h ·historical documents · and· data on Umplln&. · ThEr loca-. . 

t'ional 'strtlcture' 'and morP.holo&Y would,' involve{ cletailed ·map-. 
Pirie ·ot the mar~et. by' physical survey. The tr'ade structure 

and emploYIIlent· issues wlll be 'stucti.eci ··through .. a socio-econo­

mic ~ey ot the market.Within the methodolo.li~al sectioni 

·~ta ·would· -'Oe grouped into variables found to be ·sui table 

for the.pt.lrpose. 

' ' 

(1) PQpulation 5rowth Rate 

(2.) Se,x Ratio· 

(3) Literacy Rate 

(4) . OCcupational Structure ( dependency structure ) • 

(5) Simple Quantitative and Ca~qgraphic Techniques. 

The.tlle weuld be in comparison with other re~emblance-·areas and 
. • . !.· 

Shillong Q~glomeration itself. Other aspect such as !~ra­

tion also would be det3,lt with physical ~urvey which give. impe­

tu~ to ~h share 6f workers in secondary and terti~ activ~­

ties. 

. . . . ~ 

Thus, in general we·coulcl represent the whole survey 

work in schedule which would be atta~ed• ThisSChedule 1n tact 

will deal with many relevant· aspects . needed to be analysed in 

order to give the work a soUnd ·footing· and very 1ntormati ve. · 
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The study. as a. ~hole', has been done systematically 

-where .. each· chapter ·deals with ·definite aspects·. 

\, '' / ' 
,; . 

In the second ~hap~er an attempt bas been made to. 

deal with the evolution ot Umpling retail ma~ket •. This in-

eludes the .history and cond1ti9n ot its emergence •. 1;'~e .tbl"fd 
·. . ,, . ' /• .. 

chapter would deals with the location and morpholo«J ot the 
• · •. ,j ' ' . • • ..• , 

bazar as a who~e •. In thi~ chapter the ~t~em of set up of 

different · stal~s and ~:g- aspects would be highlighted. 
. . :, .": ' 

In chapter tour would involve the analysis ot the trade 
: I I ': '' • ' ' ' 

structure, emphas~sing on retail trade in respect to the loca-
' ' · .. 

tional attributes,· morphology and commodity ·mix. The titth 
. ' 

chapter would be on the study of the structure of em~loyment 

(both self and wage·· 'amploY-me~t·) rela~ to the trade ~truc·­
ture. Here a detailed Survey has been carried out. on all 

' ' , I ' I 

kinds of service ren~ered by . the bazar, right fro~ daily 

labourers to the bil businessmen • 

. •' 
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CHAPTER • 2 

11!§ syPLU'l'}iON. OF UMPl;sllG RETAIL MARKE'l' 
' ' ' . . . . . .. ., 

· The origin of market ne.eas to be carefully analysed 

before other aepecte could be aescdbea.. ~e:te had been thec­

J:ies te).s~~ ito ~he o~::lgin of markets. file comncn orthcxlox 

theoxy stated that )flaJ'ket started with the !Mi vidual need to 

· baJ;tter, thus leading t.o loesl exchange., then the divt.sion of 

leb0\1$ ana local. lllaftets. Afte~ this ~equence has been co~e­

ted~ then comes the need for long cU.stanca oN external- exchange 

or t.Jre.de~1 There is anotrh~ t.heoxy 1111hich is quite opposite 

to the fermer orthodcm one. Jt states that markets depend on 

tr:Qde ( external t~ade ) and not thEat. it arise c~ of the 

demands of _purely individual or: local eX£hange_~a Therefore, 

mar:ket.e ere not the starting pointe but ~ products o~ 1ong­

cU.ei;ance trading~~; ~us, . gener~:l.ng the diviSion of l~ur .. ag· .... 
and ~loyuent• 

· A Gsne£al -R9Jimet of ShUlong Citx a 

As we Ql.1 know ·that Sh1llong l$_j an agglomeration of 

6 t.ow~ips, i.e., ahillong M\ln1Cipal1ty, Shillong cantonment; 

Nongtbymmai, Mawlai; PynthoJ:Umkhrah and Madam:tl.ng ( ehmm in 

Fig.~ a).fa,.;s ) . 
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Rynj ah lies within the township of •1ongthymma1;,, 

' Being so olosa to the ShUlong city~ it is classed as one. 

of the 25 fringe vUlage and ·also a very dynamic one._ "Fringe 

village de,picts a transitional aone ~een a city and the 

swrroun(ling villages, in social ana economic dynamics .. i~1(_{_~; 
It is ~so a distinct ~age 1~ the process of sub-urbanisation~,1 

Due ~o the expansion and extension of the .lU'ban areas,. the 

fringe tends t.o get S.n-co:porated in~ the city and a new 

fringe 1 s es-eatea overtime, 

In omer to unaer~and more about the natw:e. of 

Rynjah village, a lit~le discussion of the evolution of 

Shill eng nature of urban fringe woula be wort.m-Jhile • There 

are three main fact:ors which operated in giv~ emphasis on 

the ch.aracteristics of an urban fringe, They are as follows' . 

(a) Nature ana fun~ion of the city end 

(b) ovez:all socio-economic condition <3fsjhe area 
t'l7ith1n the city and its hintex-lana. 

1be urbanisation of Shillong is a peeulial' one, 

regarding its location and a predomlnantly tribal and hilly 

areas• ShUlong ir,fact was a hUl (Lum Shyllong) the resi ... 
- . . .. 

ding place of the GOd called 0Lei Shyllcng 0 • EVen though 

the urban centre evolved ~he weekly market called 
. . 

Iewduh ( Berab~ar );3 'lhe ·~ prominent aettlemeni; ·at that .. ~ '• . ' . . 
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The credit of the evol~tion of ShUl9ng ci~ is no 

d~t goes ~ tl)e Britishers wh() I'Uled . the country at that time. 
. . . . 

Cherrap~jee was selected as a. B&-itish Military head qu~e,:- in 

18.29. aut due to the harsh t'lf'eathet conditions and shortage of 

wat~ supply, $hUl.ong was opted in 1834 by Captain Rowlett. 

?hue, CbeJ:Tap~jee~;rlcst ~ts importance.· ShUlong then proved 

to be a fa~\U:'able centz:al _location and has the savantage of 

militaey post and civil station and eaay acc:ase. 'lhis ·follows 

the transfer. of the Dist~ Headquarters Of -the , Khas1 anQ 

Jaintia hUls f~m Che.rrapunjee to ShUlong and the shifting 

wcas completed _in 18'76., ShUlong was also then made the c:apit~ 

of Assam. 

- There was allrcund expansion in ShUlong in the post­

Independent period. Due to heavy. in migration the::e. has been a 
< 

latge expansion of tesidential and· adm1nietrative ,bUildings and 

vaeant lands in. the municipal usa which tJas created in 1909• 
• 

Proper planning was Sbsent in ShUlong at this stage, there was 

G hapha:aat'd distribution of all kinas of bUU~ings• In 1951, 

ShUio~- censi~e of two part·s,·. ~he Municipality and Cantonment. 

By 1961, NongthytmnGi and Mswlai town(!lhips had developed to form 
: .. 

two aclditionals. Due to unrestrioted residential ~an.sion and 

chang~ng 1ft muniCipal. boundary, a clear fri~ge ·area :dev~ol:'ed 

uound Shillong~ Happy valley, tTm1yngka, Uppet- ShUJ,ong, Nongkseh, 
' ' . ' 

· ~aw -· Sohtun, · Madanrtino, Py~hQ~_.aJl, . Nongmynsong , and ~ling. 
. . 

. d(Weloped urt>an. dlarec'teristics. in . their 1Df).ipbological . ana sconoaic 
~- . 
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.setUp •. ~anrtiqg and Pynthoruml<tu::ah were incl'Udec:i undeJ' 
~ . . ' .. . 

Shi11ong AgglQmeration in 1981~ 

''; . In 19"M l'lhen the MeghalaYa State was cJreated, 

· Shillong remained the capital• shUlong was important fo_r its 

adm1nistrative purpose and has ascribed ce~ain aeg~e of 

specialization tO its funct·ions. The growth of population at 

a rapia .pacs leads to: the ac¢sition o·f new settlement in the 
-.:.. 

urban area. stmil arly the share of workers in traai tional non­

primary occupations <lecl ines tO a gJ:eat extent• . adding more 

~ the existing Urban charactez:istic:s. An analysis of its demc);a 

.graphic, sceio-eeonomic characteristics would be worthWhile 

in this context• 

Bxam1ning the Table 1 page-3~) certain important 
r .. 

characteristics eme~e. 

The growth of population is higher during the 1960's· 

than the 19 70 • s in all the four constituents except ShUlong 

Municipality. The reason is quite clear due to the la&"ge scale 

O\lt.•migration resulting from the shifting of capital' from 

ShUlong to Dispur~· On the other hand the overall growth rate 

is higher in the, 1910's iQdicateCl in the f~gw:e for ShUlong 

~glomerationo. 

. 
The growth of population is due to the 

(1) Natural increase (U) change in the municipality boundary 

~ (iii) in migration from the surrouncUng. rural areas as well 
. . .· . ' 

as irom dis~ant places incluciing inter•state nd.gra~ion. 
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Excluding the population of Madarurting and Pyntho~t• 

umklU'ah the grot--rth of ShUlong ,urban agglomeration remain 28.9 

per-cent inste~d of 43.70 per-.cent in 1981. Thus, the population 
. . . . . . 34 

growth of ShU long depicts of· a. pieture of 0 llelati ve · stagnationn • 

. ACCording to mohapatra. the e~usea of the· Stagnation were. due to 

( 1) $ll~fting of capital . from Shillonq. to. Dispur and . ( 2) Physical 

extensiol') of . the . city into the ld.ntetlands,. whicll do not clecu:ly 

figure in the·census enumerations. 

·tmm1gration into Sh111ong coUld· be of two types3~ (i) 

. Migration. stream from the 1mneCiiate hinterland of ShUlong, and· 

( 11) Migration· from· inter-state and distant places within the 

state• 

BUt both these, according to Mahanta hacl no significant 

impact as firstly the surrounding SJ:eas are governed by tradi· 

tion$1-agriculture ana tribal milieu. secondly, in the second 
I 

instance that due to the relative deceleration of its urban func­

tions. palticularly a:fte" the shift of the capital of ASsam, 

ShUlong has become only a health reson and educational cenue. 

FurtheJmlOa-e, intni~ation from other st~es was by the ccnst1tu• 
• I ., • 

tional sa~eguaras provided to the ·schecl'Qled t.~ibes of the qreas 

in the si~ sChedule of the constitution and· employment oppo~-
. 

tunities in the so call 8Wh1t.e COllar• jobs. Howeve~~ the eonstruc• 

ticn sec:t.ot:s have attracted large stteams ot labour i~graUon 

into the state ana Shillong as well• This is ciULJ~t~ U'ue with the 

case of ~njah-Umpling area ana also of Pynt.hoJ:'UJ'Qkb.rah. 
. . . . . ' - . ~ 

3<b Mohapatra, AoC•·(19B4)a· "lnfrasei"W:tui-al constrciirits on Urban 
development in Hill eu1d ~ribal Ate as of North-East In61a", 
Paper presented in the r16th AnnUal Confe.r'enCe of the Regional 
Science Association of India,Dep~t of Economics,.tadaVpur 
University, Calcutta. · 

35.• Moh~ta, H.B.(1986) 0 OPaCit, p .• 74 \ 
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. By looking at . the t."end of urbanisation in ShUlong. 

it: is found that the eastwatd trend is more dynamic:. This could 

be to the topographical limitations, ·slopes charact.erist:.ics ana 

the compleXity of land ownership 36as pOinted out by Haloi, that 

the ~ansion is relatively ·slow in many directions. The establish• 

ment of· haVing colonies etc, do not have full l~rt.y in many 

·pai:'ts of ShUlong; therefore, the statenent earli~ that the 

eastward trend of urbanisation is- more· dynaJDic. Rynjah vUlage 

would never have been so important had it not been to the ho~sing 

colonies~. There ere fotU: housing colonies which. have come ·up 

helped by Government loan~,: they are refugee colony ( 19&0 • s), . 
' .. 

I<hasi colony ( 1960 • s), Posts· and Telegraphs ·c'uarters and society 
' '::;.~·· ' 

colon)?.2.,;• This constitutes about three quarters of th~ population 

of Rynjah area. Moreowr, there are Industrial Training Institute 

(:l'n) q\imrters fast coming Up in the southe~ pan Of the village,. 

south-east of Rynjah vUlage, we could see a SUdden emaJ:gerice· of 

qua.tters for ~Uitaty personnels. Even though the eastern areas 

of ShUlong have to accQmOdate housing colonies, ShUlong stUl 

face ·a pJ:Oblern of accomodation and the inner city is getting more 

and moxe congested and the tra~ic density is get:.Ung higher 

every(iay anCi· frequent. tra~fic jam is experienced in the city.· · · 

pemqgraphic: .· structm (j 

1971 and 1981 census data for these vUlages have 

four indicators whiCh ·are as follows s­
( 1) Population g%'CIW'th rate9 
(ii) sex·Rat1o 

... ( 111) Literacy 
. (iv) Occupational st~ct~ s 

36. HOloi, Ko(1984) a ~~Land Ownershii· in I<haai Hills•, Hill 
Geographer, Vol. II,• No. 1 pp.1 -17. 
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. TAStE ~t ---~~. 
R<mul.i$ten ,g.£. §llillonst Urban 89Qlomerpt1on 

Shillong ~tuntcl- 12439 . ~'7~~~( ' . \10-7~13; 
paliq .... ·. ><:/ ; :1 

~· ' / r ; • 

camonement. 29SfJ. · ·- 473C:f · :· · . · 665a.. 
Mawlai es~/-·14260, , ; ·ab~o··, .. 
:Nbngthynnat 1«J-o8~" t6lo) ;_ : 21_563 \ .. 

. 1/ ; ', . . ~-

Pynthor tJmkhr_ab .. -·· ~li: 1 ·· ·- . . i · 10,73s.· , 

+21.01 

+SS.32. 

<f61e21. 

+59.69 

--

·+22•-es 

~·66· 

+42:. 22· . 

_. ·~3.91 -. /. j . .. . ' . 

. ·Madaftrting .. ·. /<--"-- 3013 6.160 · . · • • ~ 
/ \ i ' I ..... __ ....,.-....... ·· . . . ; .. '· .. :. i . ;_ ·' : ·. " 

.Sbill~ng Ue~/94039 12~75~-: ;' · :: 11ts~iJ64:.1. +30:.53· +43•63 . 
· : · . I-.·· _ . ·: ~+~i~-: - . . . _ n'· j · .1 : -: ·:.i: ~ 
.:-·> ... ;:7-:- . ~-~--~; ,' . -~ /'.'t. ~ i'. ··, ·,_ ·, ' . -._ 

.-~~:SO-un:es't C~Us of India t9et /anti./ft~. 't:at>les for 1961 and 1911. 
. -~' .~ I .l :. < ·_ . . -·~ . . . : . , . 

P-~~sional pop~eU~n; tot:Sl Meghalaya .sex-1es•14. 
. .-<~/ ' .' . n \:: ; ( ~; , i_ , -

)_ ; ', 
'I I 
'{ .. 

/ l 

:\: ·., 
·' 

I/ 
\. 

... / l ! 

i 
' /' 
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(a) Dependency ratio. ana 

(b) Share o,f ~noagricultural woi;"kers •. 

(a) Population growth rate I} 

Tile g.rOwt.h ·rate of population ov~r the decade 19"11·81 

can be used 'cas an iild!cator of the fringe development. The 
' ' 

growth rate of a village !nay result of the' three procesSes 

(i) Inmigration from far-off places into the ~11lage (i;i) Resi• 

'aential shift from the city ana. (iii) Change 'w the vUlaqe . 

~ary. All these thzee processes· are' Operative'. in. the fringe 

villages~ 'the higher rate of g~h which 'is high~ 'than. 'any 

other rural areas and even the city i~icates the transitional 

character of the fringe area~ Rynjah ·village inclU:di.ng the 

refugee colony and the society colony woUld certainly e'(perience 

a growth rate tno~ than that of the shillong Urban Agglomeration 
. , .. · I 

(b) sex Ratio s 

'rhe se§lt ratio can be expressed as. the, number\\of females 

per 1000 males. 'l'he decline in sex ratioc:an~· b~ .~opt.edi:-~s an 
' ' ' \ 

indicator of urban influence. 'l'he state of Meghalaya; shows_ a 
• I . , ' ' \ 

higher sex-ratio in general. MY de.cline in the Ji'atio · .wUl. )t.nd1-
.. ' '. ' \' 

. ' ' ~. . ~ 

cate a concent.ration of rrore male ~ulation~ The. conceJ\tration 
' ' 

may be the result of ( i) sex ~atio at birth ( 11) diffe$'~tial 
mortallty o£ the two sexes at different stages of itf.e ot: ~iii) 

. . . . . \ 

·sex selectivity among the ndgrants, ·i.e., (a) Ma:le ~grat'~on 
. . ' \. 

and (b) female outmig.a:.-ation. 'l'he decline in the ratio. h~n~ 
' . ' . ' '' ·, \ 

if. all these. factors operate. in. favoui of the males~; , . \ 
; . ' \ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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TABLE -2 

§9x-ra~io of §hillong Ufbag Agglomer~~n 1?71•81 

i ·- uBan un~~ : ~ : ~[ ~ ~~~~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ .....---.;1981 _.._..,._ 

Shillong f1Un,lCipl1ll.i ty 801 
' ce.ntonement .1/ 765 

t:tawla1 

N'ongth~ 

Pynthor · Um.ldlrah 

r~anrtf.ng 

Shtllong u.~.-

- _., ·' 

/ 

souicaa" ~e of Irxlla 1981. . · · 

938 
8Bl 

... 
Cl;lO 

ass 

' .};/~ ,·. . ? .. /t . . . 
/;;- · P~J1sUma1 Pop\llatlon Tables 1981 Megbalaya. 

i'! 

910 
762 
905 
912 
9.67·· 

950 

902 
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TABLE -3 

Variables showing_ degree of changes in the fringe villages of Shillong 

'Urban Agglomeration 1971-'81 
----,.----........ -------.---------,..,-- -----, 

Name of' the village :Locat• :oecennialf sex Ratio J:hange in j _ Literacy ___ --~-"" 
:±on !J?opul ati e% in : % ln .sex ratio ,, % in 1% in ,_1-c:-":%:-jchange !% 91.'owth 

M~w~ynaep 
NongkyndoQg 
Maw Laingut 
Nongumlong 
Nongpyiur 
Sadew 

1 

Poml\lm 
Makhan Pasir 
Mawr ashe 

· Pomlakrai 
Kynton•U-Mon 
Laitkor 
Jyntah 
Rynjah 
Mawsbuit 
Gate-Shytwat 
Mawpat 
Mawiong 
Lyngkien(Mawpet) 
Umswali 
Mawkynroh 
Mawdiang ... diang 
Liewmyrsiang 
Uttli am( sumer > 
Umiam( Barapanil 

:COde .on growth :t971 : 1981 f( 1971-81} l 1971 :1981 : 1971-81 :Rate 
l h971~81 : : : - : : : :1911-81 

2 

1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7-
a 
9 
10 
11 
12' 
1.3 
14 
18 
16 
17 
18_ 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

3 

38.46 
61.49 

121o.83 
38.94 
20.82 
-1.76 
--n;91 

103.51 
11e89-
92-.41 

144.59 
74.74 
61.93 

·142. 73 
38.69 

.158.14 
316.40 

.. 1.03 
40.98 
86.9 
25.0 
e.o 

29o24 
208.65 

176.5: 

4 

873 
891 
769 

1022 
890 

1079 
631 
869 
762 
973 

1176 
994 

1031 
834 

1016 
1263 
_667 
979 
921 
651 

1077 
61.3 

1060 
sea 
678 

s 
789 
951 
939 

1162 
908 

1053 
1069 
1217 
935 

1049 
1011 
967 
994 
993 
931 

1018 
764 
882 
847 
933 
975 
957 
856 
863 
832 

; ',-~ ..... ,.:_~ .,-.., ... ·~,; 

6 

~84 
60 

170 
140 

18 
•26 
438 
348 
172 

76 
-165 

-27 
-37 
159 
-.86 

-245 
97 

-97 
-74 
282 

-102 
344 

•104 
275 
154 

7 

9.05 
1.72 
8~03 
27.S 
.41.64 
64e99 
64.38 
24.27 
24.32 
9.48 

.32.43 
19.49 
34.-52 
23.98 
21.28 
63.23 

2.67 
8.65 

23.97 
11.27 
35.94 
12.00 
38.01 
58.86 
65.62 

8 9 

37.58 28.,53 
21.35 . 19.63 
23.02 14.99 
47.61 20.,11 
63.98 22.34 

"66.15 1.16 
14.76 -1 
47.27 23.00 
42.51. 18.19 
20.16 10.68 
46.96· 14 .• 53 
34.12 14.63 
46.08 11.56 
43.30 19.32 
30.51 9.23 
38.73 s.st 
56·.21 53.54 
11.54 2.89 
46.83 22.86 
15.99 4 .. 72 
38.75 2·.o81 
18.89 6.89 
42.99 4.98 
47.51 -10.35 
49.52 -15.1 

10 

47oS 
1.9 

39.2 
11.1 

7.6 
0 

-1·1 
32.7 
14~7 
30.9 
25.4 
21.00 
11.6 
33.8 

9 .• 9 
29'~0 
68.7 

3,.2 
23'.1 

127.5 
'3 .• 4 
18.3 
4.6 

15.3 
11.6 

source a 1) For .1981 ciata unpublished flle from the census of India, Meghalaya. . 
2) For 1971 data di·strict Census Hanllbook for East Khasi Hills Pistrtct, 1971. 

Table contd. 
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TABLE-4 

Degree uof. change in_"tl'!e _leyel Of i_i'te~a~in the fringe __ v!_llages .of ShUlong Urban 
= :. ·· · M9tomerat.ion i 191t:Sn.-· - ~-- · ::- ------ -- -- ----

. '~·::~r j Neg·ative· l 0. ~ 10'·: .... ·10 - 20 -~-· ' :"~0 -- -.-- r• • • . . . • - . . • . . . . 1 -~ • 
. : . t . ;· . ' . ~ -- . ·l . ' ' . . i' : . -i 
. ··- •· . .,. . : i o .. 20 i .. , !·· 2 i 22 i 1,3,_12~17,._1S,•2o;j . . ·•· ; . . 

I •I : , t- ·. . . 'f· I t '·· -~ I · e· , -· ' 1 !. . . '·• • ( 

~ercentagl··;.::_._ ·• • l 20• _40. 1 :. 15~ 21• 23 •
1
· 4,9,1,3 .. t a,1.0i.l1,14, 1~, 19 .. 

bf' liter<;ates:- ' • . .. " ' • ., • ,. . r •. ·- .· . ". • • . ' . . . . ' . ---_:. . . ' • 1' ' ,, • • • 
11n' 1971 ' r ·: .. , . • . • • • • . I I . I I r · . " :: . ·-::· · • .· , .. • ·'l, ,., . ,. , ... .. .. 

,_. ·-- __ ,_ ,,.J, .. ,,;-:! 4o- ·6o ;f · ·· l .; ·s·· I , 2• ·l .. .' ... · ! 
\;. ·:· 4' •... • • ,_: . . . ,, "~ \' ' . -... ·. ·- ,. . 

~ f 1&: I I t ' ' .. - I 5 
• ,,, . . . . . . 

. ::-.60+ -· ''i. .,_. ·: -.·f .','6 .. : ' 25° -:· ····... . .. :. 

; t ,~ .. ~·.:: f ·. <·~ · 1 :. · :L .. .. t . :. : , . t· · 
·. ·.· · qr~h. tate .ojf l•terates. ·f-l9-7i,•.'Sil- - . "·- . . . - . . . . .. . . . . . . -...... _ .. 

" , . • • l • . 0 ' • ~ ' -. .:. \ ' ·. ~ I " •' • . 1 ' ', 

.-·Wer~ t-e~re~~ts~. location .. of "illa~. · ~ee,,, Table- 3 

•: 
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TABLE -5 

Level of Literacy .. in· shillonq Urban Agglomeration 
• >' ••• . ' .. , .. 
' 

I 

1081 12~1 -~ - . -. 
ShUlong MUJtiOi~ 
pality ' 

-C.entonemen:t 

Mawlai 
'/ 

I 
{ 

Nongthy~ai 
> 

.: Pynt.horumkhr·ah 

·Madanrtin~ · 

Sh·ill onq Urban· 
Agglomeration 

Total ·M8le 

68.16. 73.01 

57.48 63oOS 

5·2.62 56.30 

69.38 72e60 

- -
- --

66.11 .70.80 

Source• census of India, 1981!t 

··Female· 

62•24 

SOe22 

48.10 

'65.73 

--
60.6'2 

ProVisional population total,. Meghal ay~~·-

- .... . . ,, ' . 
Total Male Female 

67.16 71~36· 6.2.54 

60.26 63._88 55.51 

56.20 59.92 52.09 

65,.53 69.22 61.i8 

53o39 59 •. 69 4;6.12 

51.96 55.98 47.73 

68~ta 68-.l'a 59o-39 



TABLE-p' ,.(: 
Co!!!Eosite Index for:-~I"dentification of Villages with~ Urban Characteristics1 1971-81 • 

. ~ .... ,-. 

·-
-- PopUla- change Percentage GroWth Change share GroWth -TOtal 

Name of the village tion · in sex of litera- rate in in dep- of- -non- rate in · scores 
groWth ratio cy in 1971 litera- enden- agri. non-agri. 

r·,;;,·"'·-- , rate cy-·· ........ ,... cy workex:s workers 
i971- ratio . 19.71 

81 • 
Mawlyngdep 3 4 3 4 4 2 3 25 
Nongkyndong 4 3 2 2 1 1 1 14 
Mawlai Ngut 4 2 2 4 '1 1 1'' 15 
Nongumlong 3 2 3 3 ,. 2 2 16 
~ongpyiur '3 3 3 2 2· 2 4 -19 
Sa dew 1 4 2' 2 -~ 2 2 17' 
Pomlum 1 1 1 -1 4 1 1 10 
Makhan Pasir 4 4 3 ·4 1 2 4. 19 
Mawr ashe 2' 2 2 3 4 1 1 15 
Pamlakrai 4 3 2 • ~ 2 4 23 

r- Kynton-tJ-Mon 4 '4- 2 4 3 3 4 24 
~ Laitkor 4' 4 2 -4 1. 2 3 18 

j.yntah· 4 4 2 3 .4 3 4 14 
Rynjah 4 2 4 4 1 1 1 1S 
Mawsbuit 3 4 2 2 3 3 3 JO 
Gate-Shyrwat • 4 2 4 1 1 a· 17 
Mawpat · 4 3 4 4 1 2' 2 20 
:Mawiong 1 4 2 4 4 1 1 17. 
Lyngkien(Inawpet) 4 '4 3 4 1 1 1 18 
Umsawli ' 1 2 4 4 2 2 19 
Mal'ITkynroh' 3 4 2 2 4 1 1 1·7 
Mm'17diang~Diang 2 1 2. 3 4 a :a 17 
_J;.iewmyrs~an9 3 4 2 2 4·. 1 2 18 
Umiam(s~r) 4 ,j 1 3 1 1 1 12 
Umiam(Barapanil 4 2· ,' 1 3 4 1 2 17 



The in~ease tn the nurrt>er of mala inmigra~$ .to 

the village is signifieant til the eonte;ct of the pz;esent. study 

that is the RetaU t~e ill Untp~1119 Bazar. The influx of male. 

trrimi~rants has l)J;Ought abOut a ~ked change in the economy . of 

the village and it.s SU&"rounding areas.• But it is. <1Uit.e unfonunete 

~hat a more accurate numbers of irrm!grants :c~. not be. attained~ 

The cause may be due to the slagness. of, the government. agents. 

the lack of interference of the village autho~itie~. end this 

have bee~ a slig~t caz-e to many of the inmigrants tc be elec::to­

z;-ates, and to answer to the cen~s agents when survey takes place. 

They just came hera to woJ:k ana to earn. As Mahanta put it. n'.lbe 

fortune seekers ~~~ cppresive c11mste and often hostUe social 

life of the pleinsg37 
The cool Climate and social life enco~age 

these inmigrants and thus Sten> rightly put this place SD nscotland 

of the Eastn~80ue of the total 25 fringe villages. 1~ villages 

show a decline in sex ratio over a decade while it increases all 

over the state ana shillong itself. 

Rynjah village shows en increase of sex ratio \of about 

159 in 1971-81 (~able.3) tho':l9h this could be true but the,_ fact 

of a good amount of influx from out$1Cle should be taken intc;l 
., . . \\' 

account· in o~der t.o get a good knowledge o£ the village~, 

\\''· (c) 'L;teragy • 

The index of literacy shows heM mueh a society 1~ .. . ' \ 
' ! ' \ 

t,J:'i:msformed. ln all the fringe vUlages the grctvth rate of \ . 
. ... ,. . ' . . . \ 

. '#. • \ 

3&. sten. H .• w. ( 1971) e The Meghalax;a Ye§!: Sook1. 1971, NO!ith Ea$t 
India N~1s and Feature service shUiong ~ · · .. · · 

3.7. Mallanta. H.B.(1986) • RR~c:i.t •• p.66 \ 
., 
\ 
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li~J:'SCY is quite in a good t.rend• Rynjah village ~cords a 

growth rate of 33.8 per cent. literacy in 1971.S1! the table 4 

shows the villages \'11th higher growth ana more than 20 per cent 

lit~ata people in 1971&et. 

The Classification does not really shows high level 

of· urbanisation. For example, Kerala wi~ 74,4~ pe#' cent literacy 
'' 

.ratte noed not be the most. urbanised state of India1 ~n otller 
'. ' ' . 

. totprds the decline 1n 11teraey. ~te could 1ndiaat.e a_ l_arge influx \ . . 
\ . •· . . 

of\ illiterate people to ca~er the service needs of educated em-· 
I . , 

J?lQyee$ of these settlements •. aut on the other habd~·- examining 
'' 

· the table except a .few, all the fringe Q#ea .9h~1s a positive 
' . . ' . 

-.~G!'Gnd in terms of percentage and growth rate_, 

'I. 

With th~ee two important theories?;;~~~~;;!J. express . 

. om:-\ views on what gJreunds. market places arise or eme~"ge, · esp~ 
' . 

_;c:ially while dealing with the c;:ase study of the wolut en of 

U~ling RetaU Market. 

. . . . . . 

Khasi Hills is often ·known as 111 the lana of 30 Kings·• .• 
' ,. 

Rynj ah village in· which Umpling Retail market is situated- is 

within the jurisdiction of the syiem of Myllie~ 't<~Jhieh is one 

of the 25 states in the Khasi Hills. ( semi-Independent during 
.• 

the BritiSh· regime ) • Umpling Retail trading market is one arne~ 

the many to be@~classified as a "focal or a gratlth point''. 39 

.· 
?;he.t:efore, although it is very small in siz¢' ~t is very important 

39.State Bank of India 1985 a Pistric:t Credit Plan. 1983-85 and 
AnnUal Action l?l.an for E.$st Khasi HUls District.. SeB.I., 
Regj,¢nal Office. Shillong;. 1995. p p to,n 



40 
edonond.cally • :tt is accessible by metalled road and transport 

£acil~ties are more or lesS adeq\late. t-Jith the absence of 

1ndustr1alization, trcade ana commerce sector, has qrown to be 

the baCk bone of the economy of the state and upto a minute 

level $S the Ur!Q;)ling Retail rnuket. 
. ' 

'l'here haa been traae going since time .. irrmemorial, 

between the peeple of the hills and plains. Moreover. apart . 

, ~rQI'll this kind of tt'a.de, periOdic marketing is stUl very active ,, 

.·in the state of Meghalaya as a whole. EXamining the Calender of 

~he K.:rP ( Khasi Jaintia Presbyterian synod ) 1989,. we find that 
I 
'· 
~ere still exist a very stable internal periodic marketing with-
i . ' 
in the Syiemships. e.g., Mylliem, Khatisawphra, Chenapunjee etc • .. , 

·"'·· 
I.f we take a close look between the Mylliem and Khadsawphra 

' ' 

Syiemships we find that once in eight days. they shc;lX'e a common , 

mark~t place called Iew ShUlong originally situated in the 

present Laituml<hrah·'baaar. This periodic aepeet .. of this bazar 

has vanishea as I.aitwnl<hrah is now within the central part of th~ 

city thus all the baraar• s periodic entities are now lost. within 

the urban quality type of market.. I~d~ or Bsra bazar is still 
I c 

an .important pan of the periodic m9rket chain in the Mylliem 

syiemsbip 40 and etill unaer the jur1stU.cttion of the syiem of 

Mylliem. IewdUh is also the biggest market of . the Khae1 Hills 

right from olden times. one may al·so experience the brisk trading 

in :tewduh or BaR bazu on the bazar day and the market would be 

· unusually CJOWded. 'l'here would also be some certain speciial 

40. Khasi Jaintia Pre~erian, synod Calendar, 1989 
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commodities which could be brought only on those days which 

are specially dealt by certain a~ ions of the maJ:'Chant.s who 
. . 

speeial,iaed 11\ . these perioaic markets. 'l'hase meJ:"Chants travel 

every day from one market place to another with their conmodities• 

~ere? 8%'9 cezotain merch~S who buys cert.ain commodities from 
' . ' . . . ' \ , 

one ~ket and' .sell them in another marltet. and making their 

livelihood in this ~er. 

Before coming to the case study • we have. found n~1 

that even Iewduh which is tlle nene c::e~xe of trade ana commerce 

in SbUlong ana the whole East I<hasi HUls• was once only a . 

pertodic marltet place. :~n olCien days no ona was alloweu to 

~side in tme market place and sacrifice was al eo oife:- to the 

deity once a yea:- by the $y1em (Pomblang) • we also find that 

· lewciuh or Bara bazar along with the Police Bazar which is an 

extension of the original Iewduh ( sara baser ) had almost all 

the commodities coming from within the Syiemship. other Syiem=­

sbips and from other states as wall. '!'hen they are distributed 

to other markets around Shillong and 1·~ sv,bUJ:'!)s and into the 

interior pert of the state also. Xt also export products of the 

state to other states of the country • such as· potatoes. broomstick. 

fruits. betelnuts. pans ate. Now. Iet1duh is a daily malr'ket dea­

ling with varieties of eomrnouities and also. create many oecupa-­

t.ional avenues such as labo~ and services. It is the main centre 

of business ~Ci servesl:Jothar eatellite ma.rket places in which 

Ul~Q;)ling Retail market is one of them. 
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It would be difficult to say or analyse the origin 

of Iewduh as it is one of the oldest market place in the Khaai 

and Jaiijtia Hills. It might have beEm ·started t:ls stated the 

Orthodox theory of the need of individual to barter for their 

daily need. But as examined. the present functioning of Iewduh 

we find that the second theory to be more suitable for its 

evolution. We finQ' that I~duh has ·nothing to produce on its 

own. It only acts as a central place and promoter of trade and 
! 

commerce. It bec~e as it is today., <jiue to the 1 ong distance 

trading and genEirating other sp}:{Bres Of avenues in OCCUpations 

:s.uch as labour :and other services needed bY the market. 

In analysing the evolution of market places Chris• 

taller's'Central Place Theory' would give valuable understan-
' 

ding on how things took place at the very first instance. Accor­

ding to Christaller., marketing started at a definite centre. 

Be it a town ot Hamlet which provided goods and services to the 

surrounding ~as'- These services are called •central functions' 

and the service cent~s· providing them are called central places4~ 

'.there are also certain facts which are true regarding the impor­

tance of the market centre especially while comparing Iewduh 

(Bara hazar) and Umpling Retail ~arket. Christaller assumes that 

larger the centre the more extensive wUl be the market area and 
. 42 

the greater the specialisation in service provision ~ 'lherefore,. 

·the larger the centre the more establishment and business types 

41~ scott., P~r. (=~~~ op~cit, p.12· 
42. scott,Peter, -~C:.:--~~~ Ibid, p.12 
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it \17111 have, and offer mom goOds ana services ana does a 

greater volume of business than a small centree> Large centre 

· also pi'Ov:ldes high~.r ~rder goods which .a:e bought less 

fzoequently •. 

chrlstall'el' alsO held that "shopping centJ:G of e~h 

higher order provi4es all the goods ana services, prOvided 
, ' .'!t • I . , , . . , . 

'by lower order cer;tJ:es together with a discrete group of higher 

order futl,;tions•r lnfact. it 1s quite right in dealing wit:h 

~he case ··study e.~ wi~hout the inflUx of goods and services 
I ' I 

!,~m Barabazar, ;lJinpllng RetaU market would have no signifi• 
. j 

/fance and its rlution woUld not have been possible and so 
. . . I 

) does many othel J:etail markets all around Shillong o 

I 

EVen ]though the second theoty mentioned above is 
' ,·- ! 

more suitable ~ith regards to the evolution of market places, 
! 

. ! . . 

the first one Q:l so needs consideration. In the process of 
. I 
ewluti.cn of ~1 the cetailt markets in an around ShU.long, 

though there +oulCi be some similar factors which have enc:ou-
i 

raged their ~rot.-1th, there are also some differen, . factors 

·which have pl 8fed an. important J'Ol e 1n their eme%-gence. For 

exanples,, the emar;ence of Polo Baz~ ana Uq;>ling Bazar. do 

have many similarities and differences;· as w~11.· trJe find that 
. - . 44 

both the areas are typical growth point areas •. 

They . have ·adequate roaalinks . for tran~or.t and cater 

to' a goca portion of·-the area in Shillong. 'Ihe similarities 

43 • SCott, Pet.~, Ibid, P•·13 
'"· State Sank of India 1985,· op.cit •. ?P lo, II 
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between these t\~o market ueas are that they evolved due to 

the potentiality of ·being central places. Moreover. it would 

be meaningless· for shOppers to travel from these places upto 

Bar abazar ·or Police Bazar to. (}o their shoppings daUy • It would 

a1 so be aif ficul t ~or peaple :from Unt>ling area ·to come upto 

Laitumkhrah Bazar to do their shopping., As said earlier, these 

places are clessecl as gro.rlth pointe or focal points. They are 

important places where people from the sUrrounding az"eas meet. 

TheJrefore, a need for shops was visualised by many business 

mineed people~· The adequate road links also encouraged this .. as 

it p%0vides· free accessibility of the people and commodities. 

· Taking. the case of Urrpling Retail market, the pop~ at ion to ~1hich 

it caters also .is sufficient enough to ~abilise the market. It 

serves quite a l.arge area in conu;>arison to many of the market 

areas of Shillong. It serves the villages of Pohkseh, parts qf 

Madenrt1ng, Lapalang, Umpl1ng, Refugee ,colony arid Rynjah vil-lage 

itself. 

Urnpl ing Retail market emeX'gecl very 1 ately, around the 

· early 60 • s. Though· ·it is centrally lOc:ateci, because of. the more 

dominant. tribal rr10de of economy • it c::oula not come out as an 

ilrQ;)ortant' Retail market before that. 'l'h,e reason was that, the 

population in those clays was very small and that. the people still 
. . 

depended mainly on periodic market which is situated at Lait• 

umkhrah (Iew ShUJ4ng) or at Iewduh (Barabamar). 

The transport system was also inadequate comprising only 

of l?ony c~s and.. few jeeps and old vehicles •. Upto the 60's most 
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of the areas of· Rynjah village w~ just barr~n land and the 

most prominent activity was agriculture•· " 

· Unlike any other periodic markets,· like Balat Bazar 

and ·the Mawkyi:wat b~ar in Meharram . Syiemship and Nongst.oin. 

bazar in Nongstoin .syiemship, Umpling ~etail mar~et was never 

a periodic one. Today even these periodic markets are slowly · 

becoming daily markets though the impact of the market day in 

these markets is ~idently felt and $een as they are crowded 

and the volum~ of sales is also in greater volume than in other 
I 

aays. u~ling. R7tail market gained impetus so suddenly. 'I'his was 

cue to_ the aevetopment· of roads in this area. With ~his develop­

ment of roaas,city buses started to ply upto· Umpling RetaU 

market_( nynjah village ) • Upto-date, Umpling m~ket is the last 

stop for city bus~s though few special buses (joes upto Umpling 

proper vUlage and Mawlynre1 with timing. This was also started 

only recently. 'l1lerefore, Umpling baaar has become the nerve centre 

of these areas in the eastern part of Shillong. Moreover, the 

location of Umpl1ng Retail market is so central that it really 

fits in Chrlstalle~ condition' of centrality and as .a. ~1 centre 

1t provides mainly the dally needs of consumer such as foodstuff 

and othego 'Services needed frequent.ly' with mi.rii.ntU:Jri eonswner travelfS 

In the process of ~ution of Umpling Retail. market. 
. . • • \ • t. 

many social. economical and political aspects would have to be . . ' : . 

analysed pJ:'Operly. Umpl ing RetaU market emerged out of the need 

of the people within the area and also mtailing itself :is service 
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generating factors. Thusl both the need to buy and sell ana 

also the need of occUpation has caned a way in making this 

place into a market area~ other social and political asPects 

needs to be. ana.ly sed •. There has been. a ~uil .· sff1ing development 

in· the surro\lruiing areas such as mil it~ b~se. tedmical · · 

inStitiute •. · S(:hOOl s, . bankS• offices, quarters anU many. others. 

~ese factr.ors like thej{ have do·ne in . many parte . of . Shill ong . 

suCh as Happy Valley bazar, Lalchartdbasti, POlo.GOlilink bazc:U-· 

to a cenain extent. have given these areas an ideal situation 

o~ chenoa to become small shopping centres which grew up with 

time• As there di wey little effort done by the 'Xot-1h ·ana 

col.intr:y Pl enning department of· the state. there are · maey mere 

areas which by the first instant of opportunity arises and shops 

s·tarted coming up.. This is very much · in contrast to what we see in 

regulated urban markets t"lhere shops are not allowed to spring 

up· hephazarc1ly but are con~ted in few pockets of the. city 

under the ~pproved civil plans. 

The evol ut1
1
on of Umpl ioo Retail market can also be 

attributed to the political situation which arose in the. Ind'ian 

sUb-continent in the post-Independence period• The partition of 

Bengal in 1947 had an impact on the state) and like manY other 

~ates sharing boundaJilF with the then East !?aki.etan, m~ rafu-. 

gees from East Pakistan flocked into the state. for a better scope 

in life or livelihood. 

At that time, infaet most of the North~easte~. r~ion 

was under 1'>he state of · Assam. With the growing influx of these 
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refugees,. GoVernment of India was forced to resettlecii these 

refugees ana·~ and resettlement colonies sprang up. Many 

of these colonies are see-n in Orissa.. Sengal, Assam,. Tripura 
' ' 

etc. Here in ShUlong the state govemment had made arrangement 

for these re£ugees by buying the land belonging to the Mawrie 

Zartdndariee of Rynjeh village and .the refugees· li<Iere resatUed 
I • • ~ 

in the northern part of Rynjah village. The sold lana was divided 

into 300 plots ana houses were built for them •. ~ese plots were, 

~so called revenue plots ~s thesa refugees getting these lands 
. . . . . ' ' 

and houses are SupPosed to pay some land revenues to the govern-. 
' ' ' 

ment.· Khasis in those days had to pay to the Zamindars ( local 
. . . ' 

chiefs ) a sum of rupees 12.00 per year as the bouse tax. 'l'he 

government also had enhanced a good deal o:f amenities ·to the 
' ' 

nfugees by provid'ing them with roads, water supply, electricity, 

dispensaries and so oil. t-vith this boost of about 300 honrJsteads, 

Umpl:l.ng ba2ar suddenly became- ·stronger each day. 

The Pakistani war in the 70 • s also created. a second 

influx of Bangladeshi refugees into Shillong. 'l'hC!l~ "'etugees 

he<i coma ana settled along with their predecesso~s in l,Jmpling 
I 

' ' 
·,· 

area and so does in Jailroaa area in Police Bazar~ These refu-

gees also had started ~heir business 'hexe as ~rtaall t!:aders and 
' ' 

in small services. Rynjah village, unlike manY othei vU'lagea 
' ' 

around could be rightly called a melting pot o~ -all c:onni~ities. 

Xnfaet, all major cormnmities of India are found .in tht:s.·vUlage, 

such as Nepalese, Biharis, people ~rom south· India:, ·P~~abis,Mizos, 
' ., I . '\ 

Bengalis, people from U.P., ~aamese etc.- Tbef. al~ baye a. share 

I ~ ' 
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in trade and servi,ces ~n thie small market place. AmOng the 

native people (I<has:i.s) roost of them who have busines~ here, 

come ~m the Villages sw:-rounding Rynjah. ~though we Could 

see few shops cropping up in the s~rounding villages, the 

craze to be in Rynjsh vUlage is still strong~ 'rhus, the rental 

of shops and land price is much higher in Rynjah village than 

@le surrounding villages, especially along the roadside. The 
~~ ! • ~ 

Rynj ah village authorities have been lin~ent enough· in giving 

opportunity for business people to '&loose this place for 

business activitieso 

Even though, one could say that Rynj ah ~ill age has 
I . •: 

adequate road links. transport £acUities and a good location 

to be a eentral plaee for these areas, why has the market come 

up here and not els~1here in other villages? While surveying 
. . 

and asking the elders of these villages it. was found that other 

villages a.rOW'lii Rynj ah have stricter rules in EU.lowing shops to 

come up in these villages, especially those b~onging to non• 

tribals. That is why unlike Rynjah and Lapalang vUlage, .most of 
' 

these villages have a greater concentration of Khasi population. 

Lapalang village, which is just. about soo metres ~ay from Umpling 

Bazar is also slowly becoming a market area. 'l'heae villages, 

which have prominent Khasi population has ai:fferent characteris­

tics than Rynjah. Village •. 'lhese viliages like Nongrah, · Umpling and 

tWen Lapalang have quite a good portion of their area under agri• 

culture,. animal rearing and dairy fa.ani~. on the othe.r hand, 
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' ' 

Rynjah village bas no cultivable land and almost all the lands 

in the village has· been occupied by houses and animal "J:earing 

and ag~icult.ural activities is almost $bsent.,, ·except for a few 

back-yard gardening. Therefore,. one ·could ~erstand that 

almost· the whole of the population of Rynj ah is· engaged in 

other occupations other than agriculture. we ·could assume that 

the. population of ·Rynjah i.s engaged in business, casual labour­

er, office workers and so on. This is also another ca~e why 

this area developed into a market place. Umpling bazar could 

be compared to qther places as well, like Cherrapunjee anct Maw­

synram. These places are so unfertile that agricultural activities 

~ not possible. ~areiore, we can observe that most of the 
-

people of these places have gone into business and in Government 

offices for services. we also observed that most o£ the well 

established Khasi business people of Shillong comes from these 

places. and not from the city itself. In the same way, on the 

other hand, Rynjah village has no land to agriculture, so the 

alternative is work in government or start business of any kihd. 

This is also an important factor why Umpling ;Retail market come 

into being • · As we have said earlier in the previous (!hapter that. 

Rynjah village is a melting pot of many communities of India, . . 

there are even many Khasis from different parts.of the ei~y and 

the state who have come to this place and settled here •. Migration · 

is caused by several fact:oi:e that may be divided into •push' a~.d 

opull 0 .factors. 46 • Migrations into Rynj ah village can be narrated 

into the following way. 
, .. 

46. Chandra, R.c. & Sidhu, Manjeet. Sos•t~.roduction to PopW:ation 
g_eogra;ehx'; p.sa. 
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At about 3 deeades ago Rynjah village wqs mostly 

an open space, Most Of the agricultural products at ~at tims 

\<las not sold in Rynjah · baZar ( Umpling RetaU market ) as it 

·was· not a tegul.ai: market place. In fact, ail that time it was 

completely a rural area. '.ale original· inhabitants at that time 

were more or l.ess sustaining in a traditional subsistence manner. 

with the ~apia influX of people fro~ ~e inner· parts of the 

city as Jaia.w, Mawkhar, Laban etc, this area started to become 

important. since then ·most of the land. has been bought by the 

people· from the 1-Iawrie Zamindar1es ·and as we could see n~, most 

of the agricultural lands of the earlier has become homesteads·. 

As mentioned earl :l.er, . the settlement of other migrat;..ons suddenly 

made this area a prominent part of Shillong with all the amenities 

c:Ominq in fUll swinq. This has ereatecl a 'pull 0 tendency for 

migrants from the rural areas of the Started migrating to the 

city ·in search of livelihood and have settled dat"n in this fringe 

village of Shillong. 

Apart from the refugees, there had been qUite a cons1-

cler~e migration from other states of the country- like Bihar, 

,::.Apsa.m. Bengal and so on. While carrying out the survey, it -t'17as 

fo~nd that most of the people from Bihar ha~ bean brought in 
•' ~ 

by contractors to t.r~ork for them as there is lot of construction 

going on 1n and around Rynjah village. These labourers as their 

wage levels are ·extremely l0t--1 are forced ~o look~ for greener 

pastt.tres. some of them too have settled into petty business and 
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service activities as hewkel:s~ cobblers, hairdressers, tea stalls 

etc• Bengali mtgrants have also settled into petty tr.ading and 

service activities. :With the current ethnic unrest· in some parts 

· of :Assam. many Assamese· been npticed to have migrated into ShUlong 

and into Rynjah, and are seen opening businesses· here• 

AS we have mentioned·earlier,· all kinds of communities 

have migrated from oth~r parts of the ·countJ:Y.··and from within 

the state. ~s well.. This area has got 'a. great potential of labour 

and services. Seing a small centre and fast growing area it has 

high demands on labour and variety of services t-Jhich c~eates 

· ent>loyment opportunities for t."le migrants .• 

Th~e are a numbel:' of road side , vend ours in c:l market . 
who constitute groceries,· fish $ellera, hawJ<ers. poultxy products 

and so o~. Umpling Re~ail market is heavily cro'V'lde.d in evening 

til!ce• l-ioreover, on the othet hand, those who are not interested . . 
in business are busy with thei.r labomr and se~ces. Nearly all 

kinds of services at'l9 present in this market some of them are 
' I • : .' 

engaged as porters, household type of .employmen~. ~1ater carriers. 

errand boys, helpers in _shops,. mechanics, ·~reapers and so o-q. 

~erefore. by analysing the whole ehaptez:. we: find 

that the evolution of Umpling Retail market is a very dY'narnic 

one. Even though it is a very small market it does a very great 
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benefit for .the people of the surrounding area, and alSQ has 

cr~~ed avenues for.qifferent people coming from.di~f~rent 

~as both far .and near. lt could be true ~n ,case ,of U.mpling 
• • • ' • • • • l \ ~. 

I 

ma~ke't that it ne.sts. wit~in ~he. higl1ez:- ord~r ,cent1;e 'suc:l'_l,,,:as: 
41 . . ' 

l~duh .. (Barabaz~) ~~ause .mQst .of thE} ~ommodities cc:xne\~rom 
. \ 

it. But, there are few exceptions that c:ormnoqities such .~s~ 
. I \ 

groceries, firenrood, charcoal• meat and ,many. ·other· ca:ne f.r6¥1· the 
. . . I ' ' ' ' \ \ 

surrouqding areas of Rynjah v~lage itself •.. sorre .of t.he~E\ c~ 
. ' ' ' ' 

ditie~ ~re EMlr) e~o~ed from Rl'nj ~ ( Umpling. ·Re~~il ·~l';k?t ) 'ro 
. \ 1\ 

Iewduh but. ve_ry insignifiqant •. T!lus, · according to Lo~ .. ( 1~54)'\\ \. 

centres of $1mila.r s~ze do not necessar~lY. pe:;fom ;the ·~fiDe~,:~~~ 

tiona 4~ which is quite true in this case. 

so here tie find that the evol-ution of. Umpling Reti\dl. ., 
' 1.' 

market is a very compl~"( one and its exq.stence today is also' 

the s~~.·~e few exanples cited in the chapter could be insuffi­

cient .but could help in ~iving some ideas regarding its. evolu­

tion. It also shows the similarities and clifference& in its 

evolution while comparing it wi.th other market places around 

Shillong and the state as a whole •. 

47.· scott, Pa-tter, o-e,siu, p.13 

48. scott, Peter, Ibid, pe13 
~ 

!! 
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CHAPTER • 3 

LOCATION NiP YiCRPHOLOGY_ 0£ UMPLiJim. RETA.n._ MARfSET 

Location 99F Size I 

'lbe area unaer stucly is Vrrpling Retail tnaJ:'l<et. situated 

in the Shillong Urban ~glomeraticn, EaSt I<hasi Hills, Meghalaya.It 

is located in between 35°1S.•to 25°16' north lati~ae and 91°54' to 

91°SS' east longitude c:over&ng an area of about 1 sq. km. 'lbe total 

population is 3 200 and there are hbout 600 households~ The non-· 

_tribal elements in the pOpUlation is ve~ significant in this 

vUlage. 

RYftjah ~Ulage lies sast of Shillong ciey and it is 

abOUt 4 lcilomstres fr:om tbe o.c~ Office neu Police saaat. The 

village consists oi 2 major settlements ( see eke~h Fig. 11 ) , 

one is the refugee colony and ~bet is the original I<hasi village. 
'"'·'· 

'11\ey are not fat apaR fxom each other are oriented towarus the 

Vmpling Retail market. The boundazy of RynJ ah village alongwith 

the refugees colony is well marked by the rivulet Demthr'ing in 

the south, east J arid rival' Umpling in the North which finally become 

the rive.r- Uml<hraho The western side is mal'ked by the road coming 

frorn Nongthymmai back to Laitumkhrah. The rivulet Demthring is the 

main drainage system o:e Rynj ah village ana. the colony. 

The Rynjah village is a part. of the ShUlong Agglomera­

tion as such, it is located in a valley among the rolling hUls of 

49. Village Rec:ot,as, 1999. 
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RAINFALL & TEMPERATURE 
Of SHILLON c; 
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about 17SO metz:es above sea level. The Shillong plateau is 

part of the Deccan Pl~teau~. seParated by the Ra;lmahal .bills 

thus consists mainly of ArChean Rocks group. 

The maximum ancl m1ninn.trn terqperatum of Rynjah village 
' . 0 

is that of Shillong is about 23.9°C_ 1n June and about 5 c: in 

l>ecember. The annual average· rainfall is about 6000 mm. 
: : 

Roacls are the vi tal communication systc:31ll o£ the state 

and ShUlong and so ooea to Rynj ah village. 'l'bit1a is due to the 

unavoidable gradient of the region, 11\ese roads or ~J:ansporta- · 
. . 

tion lines have helpeci in bringing about the change in characte-

ristics from rural to urban appearance of many places. They have 

also helped in the emeJ:gence ~tJ,. many growth points oi foc:,i ana 

some of them have become important growth points centres, such as 

Urnpling market. t.alchandbasti ana so on. EVen then, ~he oc:cupa­

tional structure has not attained any remarkable 4eg&"ee ana agri• 

culture is s~ill the r.najor occupation. 'lhe ~a surrounaing the 

city is mainly tribal dominated by a tribal mode of economy. 

Locat.ional Ad'\Tant;:mee a 

With the caevel.opment oi adequate road 1.1nks, Ufl\Pling 

Retail market nCJt.~ enjoys favourable locational ·advantages than 

any otheN area surrounding it. Being on the centre and a cross 

roaa to many areas ai'Ound; i~ slowly beceme a growth centra. AS a 

cross ·,.road it is a favourable place for bus stand, taxi stand and 
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so on. It is the%'sfore, a junctioh where all the people . in this 

area ;wet each other. Thus• i-t became . an important centi:e for 

trade and commerce. With this J.ocational advantages many moxe 

amenities sUCh banks, post office, police station, schools# 

T~hnical schools, wol'kshaps and kinds of service and trade 

(especially zetaU trade) is growing in full swing •. MOther· 
,. 

factor whiCh attri))utes to this locational. ad'V'ant.e.ge is that 

Rynjah village and all its surrounding area are· also oriented 

towards the Umpling Retail trade market and all are t1ithin .1 . 
kUomatre f~om this place. This would be quite trUe to Christaller•s 
. . . ' . so ' . 

· \Tisualisation of a cantze with minimUm travel. Taking the 

Bars bamar as a higher cenUe in the hiex-archy, even though there 

are some limits~ It seems that. Chl'istaller•s theory i's also appli• 

cable in this context that all shopping centres of higher o.rae~ 

provide all the goods ana senices pi'OVided by lower order centre 
? 'I 

alongt-Jith a discrete groUp oi higher otder functions. Therefozoe, 

we could as~ that the market ~as oi the lower order cen'Ues 
' 

rest within with complementary regions. To ascertain ~ena, Umpling 
..• 

Retail market could also be true, as all the colliROdities needed by 

Umpling Retell market has been supplied by this high order centre 

which- is ears bazar 1n this case. sut regarding this aspect eVen 

the Loschian modification is also aeceptable as other functions 

are also seen within ·this market which is also not found in the 

higher o.rder eentre ( i.e. sara ba:aar in tbie case >• 

The locatio~ atuibut.ea could ~so be tefl~eci in 
-

J3oudev11le theoxy of localized p~~j oi growth. As mentioned 

so. scott, Pete~, Ib1ci, p.12 
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earlier that Umpling Retail market is classed as dynamic 

groWth pole, the reason behind this is that because it is 

a central place, ae Chrtstalle.- has tainted for those areas 

which are eentrallY 1oc::ated and which tal«ls into account of 

interdependence among servides activities resulting from the 

spatial cii~1sion of labour • ~us, as the grot-rth poJJS theoJY · 

is a dYnamic one, ana is also ~ic~e to the ump11n9 market. 

r1Qmholggv of umpl.ing Betail Market ( incl.uii3.ns BXniah Village 

and Re.fpgee colonx ) a 

Afte.t: having a glimpse of the evolution and the Ul'bQ .... 

nisation of shillong in the former chapter, it would. also be 

1nter~st.1ng to study the process ana development whicb gives 

the ~jab village, the cradle of Unpling Retail market, ~e 

present st.ate of appearance in its scenaJrio. 

Shillong has eroorgea not ~ an industJ:ial city but 

mainly as an administrative centre. It is wort.hwhile to reCollect 

that Shillong has been the Headquane.tr of Assam at the Bx-1t1sh 

time, AsSam state, and finally of Meghalaya. Thua1 we see that 

ShUlong has achieved its importance right from the first half 

o~ the 19th Cent~. SbUlcnq is constituted mainly of 6 tot~ 

ahipe (1981) i.e., shUlong MUnicipality, ShUlong cantonment, 

Nongthymmal, Mawlai, Pynt}torumkhrah. Early in the 1970's the 

.city has been growing steadily but without any significant inaua­

tr~ base, ~erefore,eng;>loyment in administx:aticn, othet' services 



6G 

trade, commeJ:Ce, transport is the key element in the gEOWth . 

momentum of the city•~ 

Thersfoze ShUlong city which hae now become· a Class X 

city has a different causes of evolution unlike many of the 

we~em cities of EUrope oz.- India tJhich are products of indus-. 

ti'ial revolution., '1'he r:apid increase in population and the 

sprawling urban grotlth yield many socio-economic and political 

problems. 'l'he ptoblem o# urbanisGtion faced by the world today 

. is .sO iritense that it is often teriri...ocl as 1'(Jrbari Crisis 8 .•. 

Urban crisis· is getting increasingly acute all over 

the ttorld especially in the developing countries." 'lherefore, 

the understanding to the problems faced by the fast growing 

sOcieties has become so !SUCh impo&"tant. u·rban geographers has 

to face great challenges. Thus, many theoretical formulations . 

and models and empirical studies on specifiC aspects of urbani• 

sation has come out from ti:ne to time.• 

.. .. 
(a) abe BX;oc;esS og uiban growth a Cities and matJ:OpO].itans have 

grown ':f=m small settlements. Wbis is quite true with the case 
' ' -. 'l" 

of ShUlong e:·ity and even oi Rynjah Village ( Umpling RetaU 

market ) • In many cases, technological change and the change in 

economy ieads t.o the acceleration of the urbanisation process_. 
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Hence. ~rt c~w today •. · has an evolutionary history which has 

been an interesting erea oj research ~or long pe:"iod. It was 
" • 'I 

Sir P$tdc Geddes (1951) 51 
study of acity in EvolutionD the 

pioneer in this field. He was also the one ·to coin the word 

•connurbation•. He also realised the process of regicnal urbani• 

sat ion and called for a coitll\Qn planning· in order to ·sol w their 

problems oi infrastruetw:e and governance. · 

(b) !JitbAA Monzhol9fJX a Urban morphology is concerned wtth- the 

physical qualities of· urba.n emironmants, 'identifiable 'tn the 

plan or lay out of a dity, composed of streets or channels of 

movement •. Plots of blOdks of ppace or struct\Ue and individual 

buildings: 

'lhe study in uJf.ban morphology 'is a broad spectrum, .. 

&cholars have done typical studies according to functional areas. 

~hUe otheNs have clone in a more miC:to level. such as the study· 

of a region within a city in relation ·to the broad mol.'Phological 

characteristics •. 

·Burgess in 192553 propounded the eonsecutive :aone 

theoJ:y.~ S.t. Ulustrated the PFOcess of e#l)Snsion of a city by a 

sel'1es: · o~ concentric ciS'Cles. He· numbered these circles to desi­

gnate both the successi~ zones of urban extension ana types of 
. . . . . 

. . . . . . 

51. Geddes, Patrie. 1949 a. Cities in EVolution •. William Norgate, 
London. · 

s2. Hetbert, David. •urb~ oeom- A social perspective' 
Douglas David of ~hiii:es L ~ • vancouver a.c. 1977. 

53 •. BU1'9eSG1 EoWefhe gr:o\"1th
1
of the city in R.E.Park,fi!N.Burgass, 

R.O.l-ickenzies. '~e -~ity University of Chicago Press, 1925. 



area differentiated in the pJ:ocees ·PJ; urban expansion.·.His models 

represent the outward exPansion of city f~~ CaD. in the foll~1ing 

concentric circles· ( 1) The t.rans~tio~. zone of business right\;.]~_ 

manufa~uri~ ·and det~~:~ated .housing ( 2) · The zone of industrial 

· worker houses ( 3) 'lbe. ~one of high class apartma.nt buildings and 

of single family dwelling ( 4). The ·,conmut.ers zone.· suburban or. 

satellite cities.· 

Redial sector theory was proposed. by Homer-Woyt ( 1929 )54 

related to the rebidential neighbourhood•- He held. that different 

.income groups of American c~ties tends to be located in district 

area t-Jhich could ):)e thought for of as sector of a. circle fOcussing 

CBD. His investigation Ulustrated ( 1) 'l'endency towards segration 

of areas according to income groups and social pos;i.tions { 2) Resi­

dence of varying income groups would arranged themselves like 

t'l1edges along radial 1~.nes grom centre to the· fringe (3) Sectors 

used by low or .middle income groups residences tend to remain 

p erpetually so ( 4) High income groups residences move outward 

from the centre in the same sector~ 

c.o. Harris and EctL• Ullman 55 propound the multiple 

nuc:leC)l:' model.., lts main distinctive quali-ty is its abendonment 

of central-business district as a sole focal point. replacing it 

b.( a nurnbez- of discrete nucleJ;:":l around which individual land uses 

were. 9eared as the condition_ for loca~ion of these. nucleft). may vary. 

54• 

ss. 
WOyt, Homer. " The St.ructure. apg grqwtb of resi.Qential neigh­
bourhood in .American Cities11 • tiashington. 1939. 
aarris C.D~ & Ullman, E.L. (1945) 3 " The nature· of Citie§"• The 
Annals of American AC:adetny of Political and social science. 
Vol• 242 •. p:p-'7v17. 
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There was no generalised special form which could be sliggastea. 

These theories are based in Amqrican·cities and they 
56 

have limited epplic:abilities in developin9 countries· •.. But the 

zo~e intransi tion in all. the three. theoriee may· reflect; the loca­

tiort. of sl urns . and suburbs.· Developments of ·such subut'bs ~re. not . 

common. R.E.:oickenson in 1951$7 classified th~ internal morphology 

of Western European cities in term of 'historic.centre ~f g~1th' 

The three concentric morphological zones are· (1) 'l'he centztal. fully 

built Up zone ~1hich is the core of modem city ( 2) ~e: compact 

·and fully bUilt middle ~one that was ere~ed mainly durin; the 19th 

century (3) '!he .outer partly bUilt up zone in tr~hich urban and rural 

areas. a.-e mixed and t.o, which area have penetrated. 

The city grov1s outt'llard from the historic core. EVen the 

commercial core of modem metropolis has evolve it. Thus. the 

core .can maintain its cultural association with the growing metro­

poliso riith this \'ie und~stand the land use pattern and morphology 
' 

of cities of developed and developing countries. In developed 

counuies, the urbanisat~on process have reached such a stage \'Jhere 

the coKe has beCome over-crowded and high . income groUps .of people 

tend to I'TI)VS out of it into the subu4b~.- on. the c:ontrcu."'Y• in the 

cities in developing countries. cities core are still occupied 

56. AllaJ-rt.SoManzoor. 1965. n StWf.!Y on Hvderabad-secynde.ra];)ad n 
and &'Underam. I<.V. 1977, "St\ldy-in-urbcm and Reqiona1 Planning 

: '· ,.in India" on Madura~. Moradabd. 'Xilru.chinapali and Coimbatore. 

57. Dickenson,. Rc.E.., 1944. -~C.ity .and Region. ~.A Ge<)graphical 
, tnte.kl?~t·~tion·~.~) 

-,· 



70 

by higher income group people~ In Shil'lonq too, the lower income 

group people have now spread into the suburbs and it is also greatly 
. . 

experien~ ~ ~e. north along the H1-.Qhway 4(l4 .and in the .Ea~ Rynjah 
! ' \, . 

also e~riences a large influx of people due-~. the hous1~ colo• 

nies trzhich eme%'gec1 with the help of govemment loans and subsidies • 
. ' •• ' . ,·, . ! . •· '• . ' . ' ' ; . ' ' • • . . . 

This is totally a different phenomenon with. that of. ~e E\U'q)ean . 
. i • . • ' 

context and ev~n the developing countr~~s conte~ mentioned above. 

With the general vieti of all these theories and models, 

we could now come into dealing \dth the case study, o:f ~he morpho--. . ' ' . . . 

logy of •umpling Retail Matketi·. In doing. so t:e eould. no~ elimi ... 

nate the whole Rynjah ~illage, as it. plays an important role in . . ' . '• 

determining the struct'\.lt'e of the; \'lhole seenario of the ar_ea itself. 

ln other words the land use pattern of the t·tole Village, the pre­

sence of all the house blocks, roads, lanes and so on form the 

morpholcgy of the village itself. 

After studying the theo~ies and models prcp~ed by 

different scholars, we find that there is lack of applicability 

compared with the ease study. As s ... Manzoor !\llant and K.Vo Sunderam 

has mentioned that as these theories a.:re based in American Gnd 

European cities, they have little to do within our objectives, 

except which is qu·ite acceptable in this case. 

Taking a look at the map of Rynjah village we_ find that .. 

it' is more or less at about 1 sq. kmo in area •. The whole village 
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as \·1e could see now is completely inhabited and there is no 

space left even for· a suitcilil~ pl~ygroundo ·Thus the vUlage has 

been used to its utmost efficiency ill order to suit the inhabitant 

of the village. 

Land .Uses s · Rynjah village coulq be. sub-divided into. 5. S(!!Ctions ·a 

(l)·Refugees·Colony 

( 2) Rynj a."l ( !1iddle } · 

\3) Rynj ah Society Colony 

(4) Posts and 'l'eJ.egraphs quarters· 

< 5) Rynj eh ( southern ) • 

Moat of the lana in this village belong to the Mawrie 

family qf za'tlinders. The original Rynjah village t1as in Rynjah 

Middle section. With the onset of the partition of Bengel, many 

refugees flock to these plaees which fol:'ce the government· at 

that time to buy land for them from the Mat-Irie za.rnindars~ This 

plaee in the northern part· ?,j Rynjah became the Refugee colony 

or the Revenue plot. 'l'hi~ area constitute about half of the villa­

ge area. Ulttmately this refugee colony has been divided intc about 

275 plots and houses are buiJ. t t-lithin a short span of ·ttme. Roads 

are made, schools, dispensary, water reservior, electricity and 

other urban ame,nities were given to these r~ugees. The second 

section is the Rynjah middle or the ori~inal ·place of the village 

arid is mOstly inhabited by the original people of the area. 

About SO% of this land still belongs to the l-1a\-Jrie Zamin­

dars. t;Lhe area is not so much developed compar·ed to other sections• 



In· contrast, the Refugee colony, houses are bull t t.vi th a i>&er 
plan ana almost e<vet;y house is connected to a motorable roaa, Rynjah 

Mid<Ue section is an unplan settlement.' '!:he houses cluster together 

ruggedly. 

t'llith many small structures made of flatten kerosene tins. 

The whole area except for some conside:rab.l .. e big houses git:es an 

impression of a slU1n. This area has been concentrated mostly by lo~1 

income groupwhere they even have to share to about 6 f~y on a 

single house, leaving eaCh with about ~NO rooms. Mos~ of these 

people are non-khasis coming from' different parts of ShUlong and 
. . . 

other states. Moreover the area lack sanitax".l system, the ·existing 

drains also lack maintenance ana wateJt logging is seen in this· area 

except for some section 't.'lhere outsiders have bought and settled, 

have a cleaner look. But on the other hand,. the areas which are 

still dominated by the natives aL·e the worst place~ in the whole 

v~lage. 

Moreover, it could be mentioned that this area has been 
< 

well served by small cemented houses and lanes"' ·But due to the lacl.: 

of maintenance all these have vanished. 

'l'he third is the Rynj ah society colony in' the eastem 

side. \"lhich a government aid in 1978, ·housing schemas are granted to 

the government employees who are not in a favourable position to 

buUt thei;t> own house. so the government bought the land and has 
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divided into about 29 plots, These are all meant for the Khas1 

famdlies. Houses are also built with government aid and after 

compl,etion of the hous.e a small part of theU: imcome pe~ month 

is cut off in order to pay back to the Govern'Tlent.o 
~ 

This fi also another t-1ell planned seetion of the village 

with roads goin9 inside the set~lement and even those parts which 
. . 
are not reached by the. road are connected with ~tell cemented lanes. 

The houses are made.with good spaeing·and individual houses even 

have facility of extension or more rooms if needed. 

All the houses are ~"11-ell electrified and eve-'1 w-Jater supply 

is at a convenient distance, it not upto their o"'.m house. All 

lbouses are of Assam tupe though some arc all concrete. 

'lhe fourth section is the Posts and Telegraphs, quarters. 

This section lies in the cent~ of the village an occupies about 

1~., of the village area. This is also another well planned and 

t-:ell developed area of the village. The buildings here are mostly 

tt-10. storey flats and there are also som3 t·zith · thre~e;. 'l'he area is 

newly developed starting frQm late 1907. Now the \iJhole ares has been 

developed and every mode of. convenience is thought of very care­

fully. The section has good motorable road ~ink from one apartment 

to another and the spacing of the building is also very convenient.. 

'l'he southern part of Rynjah is inhabited by the I<hasis. 

Thera are alsci imnigrants from different. parts of shUlongo It is 

also c;.mother government housing scheme in the early 60 ° a. 'this 
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secti~~ is also a 'tl~ll pl~d one witJ\ mo~l$ble road in the 

colonies beeause the settlement lies on the slope towards the 

Demthring rivulet •. ~. h~s, not oceeate .$ny .. i~sanitation pre~~ 

until today •. 'lh.e whOle area is "'ell electrified ~d each h()use­

hQld is eomyac1;e.,s with water pi~>Sline al'ld adequa1:.e W$-ter is 

supplied by the village. main tank situated in Rynjah (Middle 

section). • 'n\e P~olice qua:ters <Uso ~st alongside with· this 

settlement• It eomprisEla· of a Beat House· and three double...,sto­

·~d buil~ings~ · · 

·=·' ' 

Other . sp~ 1n tbe. village are occupiee fully.· by many . ' 

otqer residential. l;lo~sea. ~\Part· fJ;'Om res1Clamial area. if we · .. ' ... . ' . ' . 

. examined th~ Map ~£. Rynjah vUlage carefully we fincl that; the 

we~em ~ion nearly ~ the middle section of the ~llage has 

be~ occUpieal:Jy the Umpl!ng Retf;lil market. We also find that 

there are i:hree sections t-1ithin the market ( 1) Pohkseh section . . ' . ' . . . . . . . . . . . 

( 2). Rynjah Refugee colony section (nor1;h) and (3) Rynjah middle 

sectiora (middle). 

While examining the land use pattem of Umpling Retail 

muket we find that most of the land are full with shops. Wit:h 

f.ew exception oi ve'Y big shops, most of the shops are *zoe or 
. ' 

less of equal site 10' x 10'. All kincls of shops are found .bel'S 

f10m well made c::oneJr"ete shops to shabby wocden shops~ BUt many 

shops (concrete). are coming up ver;; fa~ replacing the old :etten 
. ' . 

ones. Umpling Retail market shows a dynamic progress and wi.~h this 

rate of progxess it would not be long to see this bazar a bigger 

one .and with· bettter housing facilities than netlT. Umpling ,Retail 



market,. after the repairing of the road in 1986 has done t;~ith all 

sanitary system. But another grave prOblem of this b~ar is the 

tnc.wease of ga~e. and even ·though it has been preceively by the 

village aut}\ority and de'alt with, thete. should be mc)re effective 

means to deal with this. msnace befoJ"e it become too late~ on a!) 

average Umpling ba.Zar occupies the road side of Pohkseh· bordering 

Rynj all vUlage, another 'patt ·lies in the Mawrie 1 and .artd others ft"Cm 

the ¢her side of the road (Rynjah side) of the Pollkseh•Rynjah 

bOUndaiy~ The oeher section lies 1ri the Refugee ~olony (northern 

siae of· bus stand)( see figure. 11). 'Jhe bazar uea is heavily 
' ' 

oc·cupie.d and especially in the evening, it is at its maximum with 
,, 

the presence of wndc~s. 

U~ike Police hazar or any kind of bazar when luxurious 

commodities. are concentrated .in the forefront of the marl~t place, 

here it is apposite and all the shops dealing with essential c:orrmo­

dities are crow<ien near the BUs stand (middle of the market). 'l'here 

ate gene~;al depattments, phaJ!'macy, confectione%l', tea stalls, ven• 

dours whUe other like jEn,rellerie$, ·cloth shops, shoes are qUite 

at . a distance from the centre. 

Apart from these usage of the land in the village -vJS could 

find that some areas have al~otted to schools, banks• diapensaey, 

police station, post. office. Thus• as said earl1e.r, ~he village has 

beet:' used to it.s utmost efficienc-.:r in order to suit the inhabitants, 

and £urthermore with the p~sence of all these ur~ amenities and 

structu:e of t.a~e society, this place c:ould no l()_nge~· b.e called a frip 
' ... '_ ... 

area but is almost incorporated into the Shillorsg city itself. 1'he ~ 

(Fig. 11) inseJrted wUl be a testimonials to the statement above. 
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CHAPTER • 4 

As mentioned earlier• there 1s a greater·tendency 

ot growth ot Sh1llong Vlrban Area in tb.e · eastern d1reot1on, 

Ryn3ab being a growth centre and a dynamic fringe village 

now became an important ~ea. lts importance would be olearly 

shown i~ the str110ture of tra4e and later in· the employment 

sect~ on• 

l\vft3ah 1s an ideal place for a baraar to emerge• 

This is due to 1 te centrallu adequate road ltd; adequate 
·=· ~ 

transport facilities etc.' 

While discussing the etrl1Cture of Retail trade in 

Umpling .baaar, there are many asp acts we shollld keep in mind• 

They are 1-

(1) Push and PW.l. factors operating in the su.rroi.Vl­

ding areas,. outside the state ~d within the 

state• 

(2) The effects of imm1grel'its component 

(1) OQtside the~atate (il) inside the state 

(111) surrotmding are_aa (tv) Government• 

(3) Spheres in whioh each commtmity tena.e to 

ooncerntrate (in investment range). · 
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(4) Corrunodity Mix, 

(S) Importance of females in retailing, 

(6) Rental, taxes,· Ulegal·operators 

. . ~ . ' 

Umpl ing ReteU market being at the centre of the areas · 

· commancis a goOd position ·for trade and conmeree. Un~ill Urqpl ing 

vUlag~ proper, Lapal9ng, Nongrah or Mawlynrei .which . sti~l have 

a good percentage of population engaged ( in primary activities, . . 
at present we see sn absolute change .to non-agricultu~al acti• 

' . . . , 

vities in Rynjah_ vill.age ({U~ling bazar). · 

There ·is no~~ scope for the pe'?Ple of Rynjah vUlage 

to pursue agariculture as there is no more lands to do so. The 

last 10 yeaJrs SfPt the cropping up ·of about S0-60 hozoosteaas ana 

all those cultivatecl areas before are neoi fUled up wuth houses. 

The figures ( 10,11) l-Jill clearly, show the change in the landuse 

of Rynjah village. filerefore, we coUld safely asswned that the 

people of Rynj ah vUl age have now become more non-agricul tw:al 

in terms of ec;onomic pursuits. 

'lbis trend of urbanisation also greatly affects the other 

surrounding villages of Rynjah. 'lhe steady growth of homesteads 

leaves them with less land and forest to depend on. J?ire-wood, 

charcoal and many ·other forest produCts which aX"A abundant about 

10.20 years ago have noW become scarce. With the growing of natuf) 

ral population and a great extent by immigration, the land has 
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be~n sub-divided. ana therefore agrieul tural products could 
·'. 

hardly even satisfy· the family needs~ 

These areas also lack good conrn$nding location. There­

fore, they have to be within the lim1.t of a central place 
• \ ' ' ! I ' ' 

which. is Rynjab village~ Infact, all ·the favourable. ~oads 
: ' : ' ', ' ' I ' 

).inks to these vUlages passes through Ufl'lPling Retail market+--
. ' .: : ' . . . : '· ' . ' . 

Buses., taXis and all other modes of tr~~orta~ion passes 
f. 1 ' , I, , • 

' through Umpling Retail market and into t~ese v~llage~. There-
. . ' ' . •' . 

~oxe;. with lac:k of ·~ccupa~onal facUit,.es people from these 
. . ·, ..... 

areas flock intC> this area in searCh of work. 14aJ\:y ·people pass 
I 

thxougb this plaee to their jobs irl the city. The coming Up of 

many houses,. the expanding of the bazar, the growing. population 

of t.he area ( RYnJ ah vUl ager ) • the Opportunity of \'Iork in 

many avenues have attracted the people outside the. area into it• 

Many people. come in. as labourers for con:sttuction; buil-
l - ' • 

ding of wall e. drains •. 'nle changing occupation o.f:· tJ,a.·people of 
. • . ' .• ' i .\ • 

Rynj ah from primary. to second~~J ·aria so. on. to o~~ic¢\ goers have 
' . . '· . . \ 

.\ 

attt.ractea a lot of aornest.ic servants from these, v1).l;;iges. \'11th 
. '. 

the coming Up of many more quarters such as· the Pos~~'\,c;md Tel eo-
. . ' \ \ 

graphs Departmen~. the so~. colony· and, many ·'qthez\h'Qmesteacls 
. \ 

the population of Rynjah is gXQ>Iing. at a fast l"ate~ The~ pEf"mPle 
. . ' \ 

fzom tile cueas cannot cater. to the need of the, v.U.l age a~ a 
. . \ .. 

t'lhole (Rynjah village and Refugee colony >.• ·.Many ~·f. them a~ we 
. \ 

could see came into the village's bazar (lJmplirtcJ P\o(3'tail _rnar~t ) 
\ 
' '\ \.\ 
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to se~tl their wares ana· starts different business. Infact, 
' 

many of them came and settl.ed here itself. The survey on 

I<hasi traders could be a sample example in which we ~ould 

aesuroo that the increase in importance of the village is not 

due to the achievement of the original inhabitants but. of the 

outsiders w)\o came and settled here. In the same way, keeping 

aside the regonised colonies such as the Refugee colony, the 

. society colony, there is a heavy influx of mere immigrant from 

ASsam, Sei19alo Bihar etc. 'lhese people also faced dif-ferent 

p~biems in their own states and areas that they were forced 

to leave then and come to these areas with the hope of better 

empl~nt opportunities. Moreove~; with the frequent outbreak 

of agitation and· villence here in Shill em, it· is foftnd that 

migrant from outside the state opted for areas such as PynthOr­

urnkhrah, Jail road, Laitumkhrah and Umpling areas, where the soeie• 

ty is much more harmonious and where the population strength 

between the Khaai· and others is much more proportionate. In the 

same way, while consiaering the population of Rynjah village, we 

find that out of the approximately 3200, the i<has1 accounts for 

about 1200 and the Bengalis 1000 ana other would be, shating the 

1000. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
Rynjah vUlage, infact, developed due to the infl~ of 

people from outside the areas, from other parts of Shillo~ 
' ~ 

and the interior parts of Khasi and Jainti~ Hills and outsi~ 
. \ 

the states such as West Bengal, Bihar etc. These people have \z:_ww . ~ 

·\ 

\\ ;\\ 
\ \ 
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filled up the area of Rtftjah t'lhich is about 1 sq. km. inclUo 

ding Refugee colony9 ~us,.with a population of about 3200 
r.:"-~9 . . 

it is vexy dense popul~ted. The ~gn.nts4 both Khasis and 

other communities oeoncentrate mainly outside the original · 

Rynjah village which is mostly 1nhab;4.ted by the original 1nha• 

bi'tant. This area is about 15,000 sq.me_tres. \'!Jithin thE:~ period 

of about 30 years about es,ooo sq. metres of areas has been ccmo 

pletely inhabited. 'l'his happens mainly due to the large scale 

selling o:ii land by the orig:Lnal Mal.gr~e zam1naaries. 'I'he area 

has been developed largely by the iinmigrants. The Refugees 

Colo~ has snatched about 60% of the total area of the village, 

20% by the Khasi immigrants, 20% occupied by. the original inha• 

bitants and 10% belongs to the Government institutions, such 

as Beat House and qUarters,· Posts ana Telegraphs quarters, 

Indian Tec:hr.ologica.l Institute ( I'l'I) and other government insti-

tutes. · 

The effect of immigrants, both Khasis and corrmunities 

coming from outside 'the. state, has been veK:y great• :tt has 

touched on all spheres of 1 ife and socio-econcmic · life such as . . . . 

population 11 teracy, economic standard etc. These iinm:l.«;Jrant have 

come up here and .started all types of business right ~ro;n small 
\ 

\ 

vendours upt.o big, departmental stores, starting of scho.ol s, 
' . \ 

workshops etc. As Rynjah vUlage has completely been trnn,~formed 
\ 

into an urban area, the people of the area. ere not1 confina4 to 
\ 

seconaary and tertiary activities. Like EdUcation, health, Wh,Ue 
\ 

'. 

\ 
\ 

\ \ 

'• 

\. 
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collar jobs, services, carpentry, transport,. supplying, trade 

and commerce, c:ontra9tors and a variety of informal services. 

After having ,a general idea about the conditions of the 

area surroUnding Rynjah and .other ~as outside the·. State itself 

an<i also the irnpact of the 1mn1grant ~rested .. for the last . 

30•35 years we no'ti anme straight i~to the, case study ~hich is 

the structure of . RetaU trade in Umpl:ing .Bazar. 

§truc;ture gf Retail Trade iQ Umplipg ·D 

Umpling Retail marl(et consists of about 113 shops of 

which about 2S are located tn Pohkseh vUlage (see Table 10). 

The sale in Umpl ing bazar is more brisk in the evenings and 

inol\lding the open air vendours who ope.l'ate mainly in the · 

evenings, the strength of the nlCU'Ket woula be of abOut 156 

stalls. 'lbe Retail market ia compact ~ong the main road of 

abOut 150 raetres approximately and include apart of Pohkseh 

'VUlage. 

community 

Sengali 

I<hasi 

Bihari 

Others 

'l'otal 

TABLE - 19'. 

COHMUNI'l.'Y ALLOCATION OF SHOP§ 

(UMPLIN3 RETAIL. MARKET) 

Number of Shops 

44 

42 

14 
13 

113 

Pereentage 

38.10 

37.16 

12.41 

11.51 

100 7! 

\ 
\ 



Considering the table, we find that the main communi• 

ties involved in this Retail market are mainly Bengalis, 

Khaeis and Biharis. Other eonst.itute a smaller proportion. Moat 

of the Bengali traders have setUeu in Rynjah and the Refugee 

colony (Urt;)ling). About 16 of the 42 traders are originally 

from Shillong ( bom in Shillong ) others are inmig.r:ants from 

Cac:har ciistric:t of Assam~ Bengal, Dawki and eo on. ~).the othe.J:" 

hand, the Khaei traders are also resides in and ~a Ryrijah 

village like Nongrah, Pohskeh and Umpling. Unlike the Bengalis,. 

most of the khas1 tradert;J a..re inmigrant from the surrouncling 

areas, Sh~long and outside Shillong. only about 9 of them are 

S fJ:"Om Rynjah and 4 from Pohkseh ere· originally from this place 

out of the 44 khasi traders taken into consideration. In case 

of the Bihari/3, most of them, 13 out of 14 are cQming from Bihar 

(i.e.92.S6%) they all reside in Rynjah village. Other communia 

ties consists of Nepalese, Ptmjabis, Bhutanese, u.P., Maxwax:is 

and evan Chinese. Most of these stay in Rynjah village itself. 

While considering the Retail tracie pattem in Umpling 

bazar we ~~na that unlike Police bazar or sara bazar (Iewduh) 

where the Marwari s are the sole traa.er, here the Bengal is are 

more peoeperous than any oth~r contnunitiee. ~f we exclude the 

srnsll roadside vendours, · we fund that out of the total of 113 

shops taken into Qonsiaeration. 44 belong to the Sengal1(1.e. 

38.10%), 42 to the Khasis (i.e. 37,16%), 14 to the Siharis(i.e. 

12.4.1%) and 13 to others (i.e. 11.51%). we may aCid that the Khasts 
' 

are close behind, but if we study the conmodity structure we find 
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Investment In Commodity at differ~nt Levels (in Rupees) Community wise. FH;-t3 
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the differences and realised that it is not the number of shops 

that count but the commodities inside them. Examining the T~e 

11.we find 1;hat if t-Ie create certain class of investment as 

follows a 

TABLE - 11 

~NVES'l'MEN'l' IN COMMODl?;X A'l' piFfEREN'l' LEXELS (IN fiUJ2EES) 

C~'-n-1UNI'l'Y WISi 

Rs,100..999 Rs.1000.3999 Rs.4000.9999 Rs .• 10000+ 
12 21 3 B Khasis 
9 12 8 15 Bengalis 
7 6 - 1 Bihar is 

·7 3 ... 3 Others 

sotirce ' Field survey. 

;• 

'lbe Bengalis control all the 4 classes of investment. Xn 

shops eepec:islly in higher classes. they are way ahead. Apart 

fr~m "t!W large investments they are mozoe or less in the same 

clGsses or frequency like 9 in very small scale which constitute 
i' l 

pan sheps. small general stores etc. and s in medium scale aea-

1 ing in general stores and others. ~ey have 1 aepartmental 

sto-re ana ~4 other bigger general stores in t'17hich invetrt.mant 

ranges from Re. to.ooo to about Rs. 2.s lakh in case of a pharma­

cy • on the other hana. the I<hasi are special i:Zed mainly on the 

fU'st two investment classes. 12 ln vendours ana grocery opera­

ting from shops. 21 in small general st;oX"ee constituting some 

food grain, stationezy etc and they are doing poorly in ~tli\im 
_, 

and· big $ops. Excl Udirig the three Government Fair Price ShoPs; 
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dealt by the Khasia, they will h·ave 3 medium investment shops 

and 5 so called big investment shops, out of which 4 of them 

seems to scrape the Rs. 10,,000 investment mark and 1 with maxi• 

mum 15,000 investment~ The Biharls are concentrating only on the 

first two investments. 'l'hey have 7 .in vendours .and grocery (very 

small investment) and 6 in small. _investment dealing mainly 1n 

pan shops, eigaxettes, sweet, eggs and eonfect~onexy. 'l'hey also 

have only 1 general· stores which just touches the Rs. 10,000 

investzoont margin. The other communities s~h as the Marwaris 

· Punj abis and Nag as are doing tetty ~11 in trade here in 

Umpling Retail 41arket:. The MSJ:Waris operates a shop which is 

more or less equiYalent to that of the Bengali Departmental Stoze• 

As such we have 2 depa%1Unental stores in the market with invest­

mentoof above Rs. so,ooo. 'l'he Punjabis jeweller also would estim~te. 

to about Rs. 20,000 of investment, that too being a new shop. The 

tribal Naga dealing in liquor is also among the big shops in the 

area with an approximate value of stock ranging to about Rs.:ao,ooo 
. 

or more. Others, like the Nepalese, Bhutanese, Chinese stick to 

small. investment such as TaUoring, tea stalls and small resta.Um­

ants. Table 11, wlll give a clear picture Of the mentioned state .. 

menta. 

Looking on the other side of fence, we find that the Khasis 

are doing well in grocery and fish trading. They ac:count for 

abou~ 22 out of the 43 vendours. found on roadside_ of Umpl1ng 

Retail market in the evening. 'l'he Bengalis consists of 7 vendours 
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aeel,ing mainly in grocexy antl the B~haris consists of 10 

dealing in grocery and 3 in poultry products and 4 goes to 
' 

other communities who operates as groce~s and hawkers. 

Conmunity 

Khasis · -- · 

_Sengalis. 
'' 

Bihar is 
Others 

TABLE• 12 

VENDOURS COMPONENT IN RE'l'AILXNJ 

COMMJNI'l'YWISE 

Male Female 

- 26 

7 -
10 Q 

4' .... 

Total· ( Mal.e ana Fede ) = 43 
2a·- · 

-' 

Pel:'Centage 

51o16 

'16~-28 

23.26 

9.30 
loo% 

These small 6pen air :~6 would not carry so m\leh ~ 

the app.coximate stock would be ·to -a hundred Cflr two in which the 

seller· would gain _to about Rs. 30-40 per evening, exc~pt for 

_ fi:?h sellers whe_re tile stpck eoul.d VaJ!'Y ~o .Rs. SOO o.; a little 

mora c;md ~e SJ?P%'0Ximate ·profit would be_ about Rs.- 80-120 per 

.evening .• 

;umqxer _and Profits .a 

The t~ver and profits in this context woUld be (1) 

'l'Umover is the totel sale of goods in Z:Upees and ( 2), profit 
jil1il'lU5. · , . - · . · - · . - · . 

is tumover-:expensee~ i.e. net profit after paying of£ house-rent, 

salaxy to emplOyees and ethel:' daily cOnsumption- such as water, 
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mtlk, fi~e-wood, tea and so on~ It is alsp difii~t to get 

accUrate figw;:es of the profit pei:"" month mainly· beca:0;a people 

are reluctant. to give . ~e· correet figures. Certain natural 

elements like rain, cold dfiY .al~o affect trade and commerce. 

'l'here axe also many losts, faees by· traders t'lhile in buying 
' . . . . . 

and selling.· At certain time certain commodities.c;u:-e spoilt 
'· .. ' . . . ..... . 

by pest and other. ~ernent.:s.. . . . . 

',\' .: 

... TABLE ..... :13 . . 
PROFIT IN RUPEES • COMMUNYTYWISE 

1oo;.499· !soo-999! 1000-1499 
a . I 

aooo-a499 :tsoo-1999. 
• • • • 

8 5 3" . '3 . 4 

22 6 s 3 3 

4 2 2 2 1 
, I . . . 

7 2 4 1 .. 

• I .'' 

: · .. 

.. . i 
!;a500+ t;ommuni-
• ~ies . 

. 20, . Bengal 1 

S I<hasi 

2 Others 

- Bihari 

ln the same t"lay, there are soma types ·o~ .. bu:si.nes.s which 

deal rrtith a good sum of rooney but bring in litt·l\8 P.%:0~its like 

F~ _Price Shops. 5% of· the total sale. for example, :i·f the 

investment in commodity is about Rso 20.000 1~· woUld .:be only 

Rso 1000 per month and deducting many ovemead e,q,en.s~s during · 

that time. the .trader l'Iould have to be. contented with but 
. . . . I' \ 

as. 200·300 per month. But there are ~lso certain bu~~ne~s like 
. . . ' ' ' ' ' \ 

tea stalls where the 'total investment. is s~l, :say. )~~~t:Rs.soo 
. ' ' : '. \ 

but the sale per day is more ~!:' less ®out. Rs. 309 ;apPro~mate 
' . . .; ·~ ' . ' . ' '. . :· : ·. , ' . . . \, 

durc;ltion to sail of the ((S~lwould be of two ·daY's,, that w~'-ll.d 
I •' • .' ," • :• I,\ , '\ 

mean the seller would $pp1'0x~mately get as. 70 to \Rs,~ 80 pe1r\~,ay 
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afteir paying of: daUy expense.s. so his monthly ptofit would 

be ~und Rs. 1,500 after paying house-rent-. 

Now, l~e turn .f:Q the actual problem .of tumover .and profit 

per month among the c1ifferent communi ties operating in Umpl ing 

Retall marttet. There are fer .t.raders. who managed to cross 

Rs. 3,000 per month .as profit •. As for the Khasis only a few of 
. . . . ' . . 

them could cone to that mark.- In. the .Bengali. cornmmities, there 
. . ' ' . 

a.J:e about 4 of them whose income ranges fmm Ra. 6000 to Rs.tO,OOO 

of net profit per month and still many mc)ra between· Rso 3,000 
. . ' 

arid Rs •. :&,ooo. ~egsming ~h~se low and medium class trade:-$ they 
I I I • 

.are even in better situation than t~e Khasis. There. are few of 

them who ere in the app~ximate Rs. 500 profit per month ( B to· 

22 Khasi traders ) of about less than 1/3 o_f.the ~ category 

of I<hasi traders. 'lhey are somewhat eq\livalent from Ra. soo t.o 

Rs. 2000 categoey- then Rs. 2500 profit per month shoots up in 

favour of the Bengalis leaving the Khas:l. with -only s. ·1be. Bihari 

traders are in the worst posi'tion, they concentrate mainly as 

vending and none of them c:Ollla cross Re. 2, 000 monthly profit 

maig_in. Except one. they are below Rso. 1,500 profit ~1no 
\ 

Except departmental stoxe and the \fine stores nearly· ~1 of them 
' 

are below Rs. aooo net profit pel" month margin in the c·ase of 

other communities. The Table-13, would clearly indicate t!he -facts. 

corgmodi:tY Mix ' 

Being almost totally urbanised.· Rynjah village on the\ 

whole do not produce anything anymore. The woJ:"king fOJ:Ce are 
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TABLE- i4 

COMMUNITY HOLD IN COMMODITY COMPOSITION 

·Beg ali Khasi Dibari Others 
1.Departmental Store 1 .... - 1 

2.Confectionery - - 3 -
,.General Store/Stationery 12 2· 1 1 
4.Hardware 2 - - -
!j.StucU.o 1 - -
6.Pharmacy 3 1 - -
7.Firewood/Charcoal· 1 2 - -
S.Tea Stall/Meals 3 4 - 2 

g.Jewelleries - 1- - 1 

10.Laundry - - 2 -· 
11.Fair Price Shop 1 3 - -
12.Bookstall/Newspaper 1 2 -

·13. Sa].oon 1 - 2 -
14.Teer. (Shillong Lot~ery) 3 6 - -
15. Cigarette Shop· 6 - - -
16.Restaurant - 1 - 1 

17.Beef Shop - 2 - -
18.Tailor1ng 4 4 - 2 

19.Grocery - 7 - -
20.PDok Shop - 3 - -
21.Electrical Shop. 3 - - -
22.lvatch Repairer - ~ - 1 
23.Furnitl.lre - 1 - 1 
24.MLltton Shop - - 1 -
25.Distiller/liq~or shop - 3 - 1 

26.Chicken seller - - 1 -
27.V1deo CaBsete hiring 1 - - -
28.Weaving - - - 1 

29.Automobile repairing 1 . 1 - -
3Q.Poultry Products - - 1 -
31.~~tress Maker - - 1 -
32.Blacksmitb - - 1 -
,3.Hawkers - - '1 -
34.Vendours 7 22 10 4 

Source : Field Survey. 
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now~ engaged in secondary an~ tertiary aet.ivities. TherefoJre, 

all.the eesen,ti~ commod~ti~s is b~ught in _from eara. bazar 

and a few like vegetables, f1r'~ood, charc:oal are ~Q\lght from 

the surrounding vUlages like L~palang, Nongrah, Mawlynre1 and 

beyond those . villages, BUt th~~. a1:e somewhat ~egl igible. All the 
c1 

essr;!ntial commo~i~ies are brought .in. ~rom l:)~a, bazar and alibost 

ali. o~ ·them could be. ~ougl'lt fr.om .this market. in retail form. 

s~i::vices are available t'lithin the Soe.ietY it'sel.f,. like barber, 

cobbler, laundry, blacksmith, matress makers, we'avijg, watch . 

repair,. ~adio .r:epairlng, tailoring, automobile repairing, book­

le~ing 'and newspapers, jewell ere, doc.tors etc. Tndee wiJ,l be 

elabOrated in the next chapter when we discus.s about ~loyment. 

~xamining the 'l'able•14t. w~ find that. there is about 2o-25 

groups of gener~ commodity composition which. deals wi~ many 

hundred of kinds of corrrrnoqities. Umpling. Retail mar~et, could 

be· termed as a 'Mini Bara..;.baza~•. One would not have .to go to 

Bara bazar or P~ice Bazar to buy general things ':lhich are 

avaUable in Umpl ing Bazar. Shops range~ f~om big depcartmeatal. 

stores .\'1bich deals ,.t'lith almost every ~s~ntial goods' such ~s, 

fQOd grain, milkfood, oil, _kerosene, salt, sugar, stationeq, 

clothes, cosmetics, 'toys, snacks, ornaments, cigarettes· and a 

lot of different things such as. utensils, cz:ocl~ery, etc. ,/l'he 
\ 

general sto:es also deals with tl\esa kinds o~ things but to a 
\ 

~esser extend• 'l'hese are specialised in confectioneries, Cl~aling 
. \ 

\ 
with breaa, dairy products, snacks, etc. }{ardt'17arG s1;.otes wh~h 

\ 

\ 
\­
\· 
I 

\ 

·'·-..... 



deals with building materiels are also svaUableo '~e Chemist 

shops is highly dependable for almost all kinds of medicines. 

Firewood, charcoal and other :burning materials ·such as ke&"OD 

sene, gas are also available. ·Fair l?rice shops are· also .3 in 

number and a:re !!lOre ·or 7-ess adequate for too society as "a tvhole 

· tO get. most of the essential: CQmi'rzOdities SUCh as rice, dal, 
. 

flour, edible oil, kerosene, sugar, salt, etc. All kinas of 

edible ·meat like beef, pork, mutton; chicken, fish, eggs are -

eas~ly -available' here in the bazar. All kina's of clothing are also 

C1Vailable• Expert in the fashion clothes and tailoring is also 

found here. The grocers cater to· all ~inds of vegetables. Tea 

stalls and restaurants for meals are also available. 'l'here is 

also a distillery woere cheap local brew is made under license. 

A wine store of expensi~ (Indian made) foreign liquor is also 

available• All kinas of Video· libraries for hiring are avaUable. 

SO does all kinds of lettexy (States ana Teer) is entertained 

in this retail market. FUnlitu.re ·of all kinds is available here. 

Almost ·a11 kinds of sewices is also avallable in the market 

like radio reJ.pring, wat"d'i repairing, saloons, automobile re• 

pairing, matress repairing and there are even two shops specia­

lized in silver and g·old ornaments (jewellers) • ihezref,oxe, we 

could se· a large variety of goOds and aeni_c.es. available ~ere. 

For better aetail the Tabl.e-14 wUl give a mcia cJ.:ear ioea. 

Fe.:n;J.e comonent.~!n . the. )ieta111ng strUcture a 

It is a cleaJ: phenomenon to cite tnat in all the three, 
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dominating communities who operates in the market,' i.e. 

Khasi, Bengali, Bihari ~d soma others~ there is laCk of 

t-1omen tr~ers except in the .Khasi .corrmunity where the women. 

part.~cipate as sellers. ·The '+'able -15 ·will clearly show the 

true fact of the situation •. · · 

TABLE~ 15 

cOmmunity ' l4ale Females Percentage 

I<hasi 20 22 
Bengali 44 -
Bihar! 14 -
Others 10 3 

Total sa 25 
(77.8SOA) .( 22.12%) 

out of the 42 I<hasi shops, 22 ue operated by woman and 

20 by men including the vendours _and fish sellers. 'l'his shows 

a roore .free atmospheze in the I<hasi society than any other so­

ciety where women are also treated as equal in the society. on 

the other hana, if we take a look at the. Bengalis and Biharis, 

we find that women participation in trade and commerce e~ 
. . Q 

cially in Umpl ing Retail market is completely Sbs~nt. In case of 

the Bengalis, we find that the women are more engaged. in 'white 

collar jobs' for those who are able but the rest of them stay 

at home. In other comnunities, female participation is not absent 

but negligible., 
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Rental Strudtu~ a 

ACcording to Ratcliff an rfenteJZpreneur will seek a Pl.aee 

where his net returf1 be. at the maximum. 'l'here~ore •. he will also 

seek a place or site in rel~tion to the market where the cost 

incurred by the ·combination of input will furt'lish an output that 

~mise profits. But this kind of a site will. attract competi-

tion among retailers and the higher.bidder would be able to get 

these kinds of sites$~ As the Retai~. market under study is too 

small of about 150 metres along ro&ds~e. Sheps need not be situa­

ted at the front or at the corner. Even though there is a little 

bit of competition for the sites infront say around the Bus stand. 

some favourable sites are occupied by .land cn-1ners themselves and 

the affect of rent is not felt, and .~eed not even compete for sites. 

Moreover, it does not go to the extent where according to Firey 

the competition for a site will lead to a s.ystematic retail pattern 

determined by maximum rents that ·specific types o£ retail outlets 

are able to pay for eaCh site5! However, we couJicl .see that all the 

TABLE • .16 

REN'l'a!: §'l'RUC'l'URE 

100•199 200..299 300•399 400·499 500•599 600·G99 700..799 800+ 

- 1 2 2 4 9 -· .·Bihari 

2 ' 2 3 2 1 1 Others -
1 3 8 

I 

9 g 2 3 ·Khasi 

3 6 8 7 s 10 1 B~ngali 

58o Ratcliff, RoUe (1949) 1 °ihe iroblem of Retail site sele~• 
. Michigan Business Studies. 9. • pp.365-7So 
59. li'irey, H(1947) a 'Landuae in central Boston•, Cambridge, 

Mssachussets. PP• 229-gi. 



shaps are concentrated tn a small al:'~a end it is very much 

in a haphazard manner and no .. specialized, t'lhich mean.s that 

one coW.d find even a g.rocery shQP along wi:th a depart:meztal 
< I ' • ' •: "-" 

store or a pan $op t-IM@ a cloth $hop or a cclobler alongside 
. . . . ' ' . . . . .' ' 

with a jew~~ery shop. For examPle, in ~his cpntext we cannot 
. . . .. i .' r, ·, ..::' .. 

accept Peter scott's assumption that jewelle~·~ for instance 

are able to pay an average higher rents, than fw:niture retai-· 

lers because they c~ exPloit fully those sites 1ahere pedes-

t~ian flow are the heaviest~0 This eoUld be true to .cities 

like Delhi, Bombay etc. But for a ve.ty Sinal.l are~ as Umpling 

RetaU market, we find that these. jewellera are not so popular~ 

so they could be ~ontented in some eorners and the frontel sites 

are occupied by essential conmodi ty dealers and grocery~ It also 

could be seen that if there is competition ~rig even a grocery 

and a jet1eller~ here in, this context it ~1ould be totally opposite 

to what scott assumes because in "'.allY cases we see that a gre>­

ce~x- pays more for rent. than jeweller•' Therefore, this ret.ail 

market is mainly specialized oQ essential co~ities and it is 

not of fashionable character like Poli.ce Baz~. although these 

elements are also present in the market. By examining the 'l'able-16 
"' 

and the graphs (Fig~15) showing retnal structure in UmPling Retail 

market we find that except for a fet1 very low ranging shopkeepers 

from Rs. 100 to about Rs •. 300• all of them· range from medium to 

high rate of rent. WhUe suzveying all the low rent, ab9ut 16 

of them are small ~1ocden structures, at the average area of E) 'xS • 

feet. But for .buildings, for which rent range.s from Rs. 300 't9 

Rs. SOO+ there ar~ eertain · faC:toB;"s whic:.h need .to be considered 

60• scott. P. ( 1958) a 'Location and Frontage in eitx retaU S£9cHa 0 
• 

The Valuer, 15, p.:n. 
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for example, like '1) area of the shop (2) type of constJtuc­

tion ( 3 ). whether electrified or not etc:~· {~JThe ave~age areas 
~--1~ 

of shbps Within thiS range is around 8 X 8 Feet. t•10st of them 

are cone:rete buUClings,. 'eut the;-e are also some ·shops which came 

under the 'Saine categol:y but haW been bullt With WOoQ ( Assam 

Type) • They are somewhat bigger in· area arouiul 10 x 12 Feet 

in area. Host of the shops are electt:ified, except ior the vexy 

low rental shops which c:u-e mostly ve;r:y small and weak. ~ere­

fore. there is no syGtematit: building for shops. 'l'bis creates 
• ' I' 

' . 
the haphazard landuse in the market place. But to a c:eJ.:tain 

extend there are few length whe:e the ·shops are almost. of con• 

crete having the same rental value. · 

i'he 'l'able 16 and figu%e 15, show that approximately 85 

per cent consists of ~.ops which· range from Rs- 300 to Rs. 800+ 

in rent the rest would be Rs. 100 to Rs• 250 which constitute 

only 15~<.. ~is happens because of the conciousnes:s of the land 

owners of the rate of rent .• Most oi them have replaced with con­

crete structures and it would not be long to e>:perience a com­

plete change in the landuse cf the market in Umpling. Even now, 

small ehops 1 ike pan and cigarettes shops are concentrated in · 

corner in between big shops. 1bese are the shops whieh belong 

to the low category of rent .• SUt whUe comparing the area-t-1ie,g 

toie. find that a small. shop of area 5° x 5·1 with a reint of ·s.s .• 200 

p er mcmt:h would have to be very high. Even the small etruct;ures 
•' ' 

t-1hich ·sell beef, pork. mutt.on, chicken, etc:. tiith an araa of 

about 5·0 x 5 • feet.. and ·ver.y weak, insecure and. are not fit to 
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kee.p the Commodities at night time are also within the range 

of Rs. 200 to Rs• 300. 'lbls is vexy high. even with this C)lso 

we cannot get the real approximate Jrental value. 
t 

Thus by·loold.ng at the Table • 16. we coula assume that 

the applC'Oximate value of rent in Umpling ba:aar would be around 

Rs.. 4SO to Rs.. SOO per month for an approximately S 0 x 8' shop. 

ibe graph will clearly indicate this• It 91 ve the impression 

that almost all the,' shops are uniform in size, though the~are 

exception here' and there~ 

Taxes a. 

,. 
Except for the Khasi traders all the other communities 

. . 
have to pay ta.Xes to the l<hasi Hill Autonomous District. council 

('l'ax Deptt.) •. T~xes varies with the commoditie~ sola in the 

mop. : Therefore. t~es also has a range which accounts from 
\ 

Rs~ SO to about Rse SOO for the departmental store per annum. 

The pharmacies pay taxes to the government itself ( Health 

Department ) ;. In the same way. even ''J:eer• (Meghalaya daily 

Lottery) also have ·to pay tax~s to the government. 

Other taxes are of local ones. As Umpling Retail marke~ 

also include a part of Pohkseh village, about 25 shops situated 

in Pohkseh boundary have to pay excess tax for water and st:eet 

lighting which accounts to Rs. 5 per month. ~is is absent in 

the case of the shops situated in Rynj ah village (actual Umpling 

Retail market ·), but all have to pay Rs. 25 per eonth 
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cleaning of the bazar area as this place is not under the 

rJ.tun1c1pality area,' Ttlis also inClUde the !<basi traders lfho 

do not PG\V taxes to the District eouncU. 

· .. Illegal ormmator§ s 

In all spbea:es of t.t:ade ana commerce illegal apezators 
" . 

al'e. not uncormn.on. As said earlie~, apart i&'Om the I<hasis, all 

the non-tmasia traders have to pay saies tax to the I<hasi Hills 
·:: 

' . ' . 
District. Council• BY ~ning the aw:veyed questionnaires we 

" 

find· that excl 'Uding the vendours, there are 9 Bengali tradal'$, 

6 Biha.ris and 7 of tQe other comnunity who operate Ulegally 

accounting to about 20 per cent of the total traders inc! uding 

the Kbasiso If the Khasis are exclUding ·it will ·bE;! more than 

30 per cent. This is ver.J alarming rate and a need to stop this 

is very urgent. 

. I 

ILLEGaL OP~ORS.IN RETAXL· T.RAOE 
( ... 

( UMPLING BAZAR .) 

No • of Shops and Vendours Illegal -Trading Percentage 

156 43 27.56 

source • Field suney. 

?;he Importance of venaour§ t 

. . ' 
The vendours are also a ve~ important factor in the struc-, 

ture of Retail trade in RynJah•· out of ~he total 15,6 shops and 
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VGi!)Qoura, they aecount to about 43 of them, 1·• e., about 27% 

which is a considerable amount~ Out of the 43 vendours-. 22 

·are· khae1s which is roughly 5o per cent., These vsnaours specia­

lisecl in grocery, fish selling·~ poultey products and hawkertng-. 

/ All.tha. Non•I<hasi ·vendo\U'S ·are operating illegally without any 

license. 

Not only. they are important in the structure of Retail 

tra~e of Umpl ing ( Rynj ah) , they also cater a . great service in 
-

supplying vegetables, · eqg-, d#y fish, etc 'to the people of the 

surrounding a.l'eas. Except for some khasi and Bengali vendours, 

most of them come only in the evening to seM their wares. These 

people come with vegetables, hardly with an approximate value . 
of. Rse lSO. They almost sell off their stUff before 9o30 P·.Mo 

that is about 4 hours selling from 4 P.M. onwards. Even though, 
' 

their fUnction is ver::y important, their turnover and profit is 

very small at about: Rs. 175 and Rs. 25-30 respectively per 

evening. Only the fish sellers and a few groeers would do a 

little better with a profit of above, Rso ?O per evening. 

90mnodity Flon a 

~njah village being under the urban influence fb~ so 
. . ' . . . . 

long, has now ~en tx:ansformecl into an urban area itself and is 

within the township of Nongthymnai. As i.t has become into an 

urban area, the society has. completely transformed itself from 

ag~icultural to nonaagr!cultural activities. The whole village 

itself is now full of homesteads and there is 110 space for agri­

cultt&ral activities anymore. Being traasformed into an urban ares 
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with no other infrastructure, the village tinoluding the RefUgee 

colony) do not produce anything except labour and senice. There­

fore, all the essential. need comes from Barabazar and few f.rom other 

surrounding cu:eas~ on the other hand, Umpling RetaU market being 

an important place like Barabazar, with good transport facilities 

and road link acts as a distributing area to the other surrounding 

·are~ like POhkseh, 'Proper Umpl1ng vUlage,. Lapalang, Nongrah, Mawlyn­

rei and ·sa on •. Therefore, Umpling f..etail market acts as a 'lUddle-mar. 

·in- this a.Speet·.. · · 

As said earl.ier, except for a few services and commodity all 

the_ need o:f _the village is ·brought in from Barabazar which is aboUt 
. . 

5 KM from Rynjah~ lhey are s- (1) Foodgrains ( 2) Cosmetics (3) Hard-
'. 

wares (4) l'"Ledi.cines (5) BOOk stationery and Newspapel:' (6) Grocery 

and ( 7) Clothes etc ... 

The Table -- 14 will clearly indicate the commodities found 

in. the market. 

~ese are not meant only for the people of Rynjah village 

itself 'but to the surrounding -villages too. There are comnodities 

·which are· bought in from Barabazar · in order to regenerate retail 

trade and create more avenues in occupation. Example like tea. sugar, 

cia not end up as end_ products which wUl be· consurneCi by .the shoppers 

but v:!.il regenerate other occupational avenues such as tea stalls, 

restaurants etc. There are many more of these kind of items which 
t• .. •. .. • • • • l ' ' "' ~ • • • .. : 

helps -in -thi-s w.ay. 
~ . ~ . . ... ' . '· 

The Retail market being a Eus stop. ~~eri.enced an influx 
·, • ~ ., " ' • ~ • • ~ • ' ... ' "' ' ,, \.. '· .. ~ .. • l • 

o.f, commut·ars -in -the morning and- evening~.- This shows that tll'is area· 

is popUl'ated by a l"ar~ie' number of se+Vice people. That is ~Jhy the 
<> 'i t ' •- < ~ ' <" '• ' •' • " I• ~. ' " •' • " "' "' 0 .> ~ ' ' ' 

buse.s are allSaYs parked during these hours. 'l'he coming badt of 
,., ......... ~ ..... ~ ...... ,. ~-·~- .... ~- ... ,... ~ 

commuters in -the eve-ning. c.t·eates a brisk tra'le of essential 

cormnoditi.es like fish, meat, vegetables. foodgrain. oU and 
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many others, 

It could be estimated that from 8 AM to 10.30 AM about 

30 buses ( 8yna1cate buses. M~ni buses. G~vernrnent !>uses) leaves 

for Ba&'abazar. carrying atleast JJO passengers. This would estimate 

at 1200-1500 passengers within ~hours. In the evening at about 

s PM to '• 30 P~1 the. same nurn})er off persons would ~:etum. Thus. 
: ' 

the Bazar would be ~ddenly crowded. 

The sale in the day time is very mild and very insigni• 

:ficant. in c:om,pari son to the evening hours. The figure • 16 • would 

give a clear underst.~ing of the commodity flot·7 in and out of 

Umpling RetaU ~rket. 

• ••• 
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5W\PTER • 5 

EMPLOYMENT STRUCWRE OF UMPLit\G. RETAIL MARKET 

· · · I·N'l'RoDUC'l'ION a 

AmOng all other attributes of marketing, enployment 

· · ·is· one of the· most impo.rtant aapeets which cannot be excluded. 
. . 

·with gX'OWing ·erqployment,· ·t.he ·a~ridency ratio declines. Retail 

... ~.s one of ,'t;he n;10st imp~rtant ·avenues whexe the info~ jobs. 

could be c~ated. Thus, most of the under priviledged of the 

s0¢1ety could be incorporated in the -jo:tk force of the eeonomy. 
: ·. _: . ' . : . . ,,· :· ' . ' . . 

On ~e other hand, ,~aU sales account ·for more 'than one half 

· Clf ·total· consumer -~ittixe and retail· trade employs as many 
. •·' 

as. one in every ten, insured workers ~ entain. Although, total 
. '· . · .. · . ' ' ... ' . 

employment in retailing is less than one third that in manufae-

tUtiJ19, rGtaUing as measured by 9mplCJi1ment is the largest. single 

industry of many British toWils6! Berry (1963) 62 also perceived 

.-etaU employment. as important variable eepecially in the unplanned 

centres t>~hile studying the retail centres in Chicago. As the 
evolution of Umpling Retail market is also an unplanned one, there­

fore, many variables might be of importance to the case stUdy. 

Peter Scott noticed the infl uenee. of the problem of working pro-
. .. . ~ 

prietora within the labour force in ret aU ing. . ' 

61. SCott, Peter 8 '_Geogral:>hx and Ret:ailing 0 , 1970, p.11 
62. Berry, BoJe).e (1.963) 6€0Iilme~:eial Structure and Blight, 

RetaU ~attern and processes in the city of Chicaaon 
Reseaa:-c p~rJ~: -~·-· ~ .-:-:-::-·~ __] Universi'ty of Chicago, Dept.t. of 
Geoqraphy. . · · 

.. 63. scott!' Peter, Xbid, P• 71 
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. . 

He also noticed· that the level of employment per 

shop varies with the level of sales,. but the :elationship 

is complicated by· variations in the level of sel~e per wor- / 

ker6~ 'l'hus. the number of persons employs:i per unit of . sale 

varies with the kind Of. bUsiness~~ However. with the increa• 

ses economics of scale· resul~ in an ·increasing level of emc-
66 

ployment t'd2ses· lese r~~aly than the leVel of sales. · .. 

, 
Retail ·employment shows c::onsicierable variations in 

composition by sex. age, education and degree of trainin9~7· 
This aspect is al~ ·very pecul.iar aspee1t whiCh would be dealt 

·,;1hen talking about the entP1oymem stJ:UCt\U'e the case study 

(Umpling Retail market) • This also shot-1s that 1;he male an.l 

female corrposi tion in any retail market. The structure of the 

market ·also dete.rminea the sex· composition t..zork forced. As 

Pete~ scott puts it, the areal analysis it should be confined 

to a particular trade, feed shop would involve more male labour 

than in cloth shops. Also the composition of the work' force 

by part time and fu11 time labour lil(e wise varies areally 

by type of traae6~ 'l'his was then pereeived by ~j 1966 ) 

64 • 
65. 

66 •. , 

67. 

69. 

. scott, Peter a Op.eit, p.71 
Hall. M. & winsten, c • 1961 a 'fhe &attern.of variations 
of ~all n;w:qins! •BUlletin, OXfOrd University, Institutions 
of Ec:onorilics an¢! Statistics. PP• 283-B7o. 
Bellamy,, R.!t a. 1946a a ~.~Size arid success in· retail distribu­
llin' • Bulletin, Oxfoni University, Institute statistics, a, 
·pp~·. 336~. . . . 

• Hannefor~.7h R.G .M. 3 1959 a Education and Training for 
distributj.od, o EEC, l?ari.e. . .. ·· . · · 

· scott, Peter,\ gpt:lt~~ p.72 
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that more part ~ime workea are e~oyed in fooci product$ 

than in clothing trade, especially i.n metropolitan area than 

· in smaller cent.res. 69 

There ~ . m~ ~~s wh'tih are .problems to even · 

~~nt as part. time labour simply to·half or full td.me. Further• 

more, . the -h:1~ proportion of owners and family workers in 

Retail trqde every whe.re preclude the use o:£ man hour as in 

indica~x- of l~r input. 'l'herefo~ •. HUghes an(l Pollard ( 1956) 

could be more appropl'iate to asses ~he areal input of labour in 

reuail ing by the r.·u:Jge s and salary paid rell1er by showing the 
' ' 

number of persons enga9ed 7~ ?:hey also observed that where the 

average sales per person engaged is high)wage will also be 
.,, ' . 

higher. COming back to George( 1966), he observed that regions 
' 

with relatively high sale per person engagedJtend to have a lower 
' 

. 71 1 -" pei'Centage of unemploproont tl')an areas with ow St;io~.e per person. 
, 

tJhile examining the European countries retaU1ng, we 
(· 

find that the sales per person is similar to that exhibited by 

the average sales si2El'l of establishments •. though th~ range of 

va:;iation as we wo~d except is less12If we examine Europe as a 
,. ' 

\1hole, Northern Eutope which has i:he largest shops and has a 
;. { ~ ~ . 

well developec\ consumer co-opera1titm, also retums the higheSt 
. ... ~ . . 

sales per employee. 'l'he Mediterranean countries '"hiah have the 
.. 

smallest .. shops and the highest proportion of working proprietors, 

hav-e lowest sales_ per tl70r1ter.~ · ?.his could be presumably because of 

69.·· Geozge•· K.D~(1966) ·a ''!roductivi!.x in di§!:ributionJ ~ondon,p.SO 

70e HUghes.J .D. & Pollard, sa 1956,. 'Lab9ur in ~.§:itieh retail ''l'rade' 
19SQ• YorkShire BUlletin of Economic & soc al Research,pp.109•a9 

71. G~, K.J.> ., 1966, Opcit, p.ao . 
72. Jefferys, J.B. & Knee, D. 1962 s • RetaUing 1" EuropeJLondon 
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TABLE-i9 
Shift in the Share of Workers to Total Workers 1971- • 81 

-%of~AijricUl turai-- ·~ --~~-,,·of wor'Kersin~Ho\lse---~--u- %-of~ otner 
t1odters hold industries . workers 

1971 ri9a1 ~hange-l.9n~-l981 %change 1971 1981- .. ~h-~ge 
Shlllong ·Munie/l.pality 1 .. 35 0.37 •0.98 1.52 1•66 + 0.14 '97.13 97.34 0.21 

. .' 

Cantonment 0.21 0.10 -0.11 

Mawlai 37.86 19.78 ,•18.08 

Nongthymmai,.' 2.24 1.41 -0.83 

J)ynthq~rah - g.ea ... 
Madanrting ·- 2.96 -

2e18 

3.62 

1.44 

·--

0.93 - 1 •. 25 97.61 9Be97 1·.36 

o.aa • 2e74 

0 .. 86 - o.ss 
1.73 -
2.61 -

68.52 79.44 10~92 

96.32 .. 
-

97.73 

88.39 

94.43 

1.41 
... 
-

Shlliong ·urban 4.59 3.65 -0.94 1. 78 1-.48 ... o.3 93.63 94.81 1.18 
Agg~'omerat1oa • 

#:' .( 

:- f 

! . 
· So\U'Q'es Census of Ind1a.1981.Provis1onal Population Total,Meghalaya. , 

.' 

/ 
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a low level of private ~endituze per capita. on the other 

hand,. l3elg1um has sm~~ $hops C) and medium sale per r..lorker, 

pre~~ly becau~ of a ~atively high level of expendituxe. 

While in Finland• the growth of consumer co-operation has led ""·~ 

to large fi?]\ops and a high s$les prt.)d~1v1ty of laboUI", despite 

.a lev~ of :t::::Jper .cFpita eyPS~ture below the ~em c;lVerage. 

sw~.tze;-lal'ld ~sp:,L~ jQ£ high level of .per person ~ngagea, had 

meaium sized shops cpld average sales per perSon e!lgaged, presuma• 

· bl.e because markets j.have, been unduly ~ragment:ea, by the a;j~~er:si ty 
;· ' 

. of consumer preferehee. In Britain Qlld sweden, where pe;- c;:api ta . . . . . ~ . 
•, 

inc::ome ·expenditure ,is also high, the level of sales per person, 

though above averag:~' is _not high as might be empected from he ~:· 

sales size of· shop. Perhaps, , it;. ·-is· th,·~t:'· ~PS·i::~he_~.·: J::e.flsOns 
• ' ' • 1 ~ • 

retai:ling .~.mbo~~,snnr~~ s~l:iv.:Le~s ·in these countries than· al1Y\"1hete 

else73 .• ~n· if'· we;·: look on the other. side o:f the globe like USA 

and Ussa, Goldman ( 1963) has shown that sales per employee in 

th~ two countries are not so markedly dissimilar, although it 

t-tould be in favour to USA74• • SOViet retailing is characterised 

by the lack of service which would facilitate a great turnover. 

However, the ratio of wages is higher in. USA than the soViet 

union. -ztlis could be due to that u~ could '-Sse .relatively more 

capital while SOviet retailing uses relatively_ more labou;-•. 

73. Scott, Peter1 gpstt;, · P• 74 
74. Goldman, M.I.· i963, paviet Marketing ~!atribution in a 

Centrepl EConomy• New York. · · · 

\ 
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This substitution of cspltal for labOUr in retaUing; as in other 

secto¥" ·of \'Jeste;n ecomomics, l\~e bean a basic component of recent 
I 

h
. 75 c ange .. ,, . 

jlnRloy;men;t st~tp.reocom:Lng to thE! Indian context, at least 75 

~nt Of, non•agricul'tural WOrk force is one Of the Criteria Used 

bY· the India."'l census in aafining Urban area. 1ft dealing with the 
~ ' • ! . . . ' . 

c~~e: ~dy, this phr:$se could be VGJ:Y vital as agrlcultu~al workers 

~i~in· the past 10•1S years has·· elb\-1l~ vanish~d from the· scene • 
. · : . ' 

I : , . . . 

!r)l~s c:Oul~ be .due ~ the _fact that thsre is no moxe l~d to cultivate, 

'l'he two land use ;!9aps(Fig,10, 11)of Rylilah would clearly i-ndicate 

the fact.· ihe more or less complete • occupational shift' and occupa­

. tional diverSification dan be a tws 1ndicatoi' o:e an inc:Ozporated · 
:1 : I ' : 

fringe. village int.o t.h~ timan teritoJ:Y. 
. . . . ... . . . . . . ' 

The ·.~loyment stx"UC:ture of a Village ·c;:ould ~ ex"-lnea 

,t.hr,oug}l ( i) a~ndancy ra~o ( ii) share of ~r>agl;rieul tural workers. 

As. the villa9e (Ryftjah) is· associated ~ith a fast .rate .cf change 

·in· .occupational. s~ture, indicated ey., a high gr~h rqte cf non­

primary sector,;.· it ·co~d mean a,slgnificant oecup~tion~· shift as 

·\~ell as· migration e~fect of non--pr1maxy .work. fQJ:Ce•. 

Dmngenc:y Rg.tio a Dependency ration is c:onput;.ed by a · 

DR=~ x.1000 
w 

Where DR ·1 c:. ~~®nay. ra~io, 
Ntr! e 'lbtei ~r of ~n~rkers and' 

w. · = ~al Number of wor%e~s · 

! . 

. \ 

-~-·-·- ---
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The bulk of nen Working population consists of papu­

lation ·in the caei;enaent age· groups, i.e. children below the age 
. . . . 

of 15 years _and old people over 60 years plus housewives handi• 

capped and a large sec~ion of women,· the ·late~ could be lese 

applicable here in :1.eghalaya. 1herefoxe, the lower the ratio the 

heai-t,heir is the pictW:-e, since the worltforce would not be unduly 

ov~r burdened. The ratio may not directly imply that ~banisation 

by itself depicts a low level of dependency rate, but in the develo­

ping countries lilte India, where are selective migration is a 

C01l1l10n feature, . a large young migrating population would change 

tha overall dependency structure of the city towards the lower 

figure. 

The a:1pendency of Rynj ah village is-·l(M3· persons. This 

ratio is comparatively lcnt1 when seen in the context of rural India, 

which is 2000 {;8and that of Shillong of 2076 in (1981). 'lhe explan• -

ation to this ~an be that ( 1) in tribal areas the female partic1-

pat81on rate is generally high ana that dampen the DR and ( 2)vil1.age 

which are more or less urbanised iike Rynjah avail urban etTQ;)loyroont 

which further boosts the figure £or workers. To site this example. 

it could also be seen that when taking a random SantPling of Umpling 

retaU market., out of the over· all 113 Qbops surveyed in tJmpling 

ba:zar. 2.2_ ~~ng to Kh.asi women whiCh c::onsti tute only 27 percent 

o1f the shops., With this sample example one could- imagine the 

~ontrU>\l't.ion of thG:$6 tribal we>men to the society as a who1e. 



Table contd.-J. 

-,----.-~-----:--.----·~---~----·---;-----· -------.------------------- - ---------.-----~--.----, ~---.----,. 

·Name of the vUl~e!% ~ : ·: 6NOn•eqt-tCult~a1 wor.kers ·. · l · .. :. . ·. 1 Dependeq& ·-Ra!}io __ 
· ;rate; 1n % in· :% tn ,,. % gZ'OWth ··• %Change :• .r-=~~7. •' r~J :·, %Change in· 

.:~rt.,wor ·:1971; it981 ~: rate in ! 1971-81 :f·19ai ! '1971 ·J f1971-8l) :kers · · · - · · • · · , · •. · · . ·• . . . · • ·• :-·:.-
,1(1971-81) : : . t ("1971-81) : : : : 

11 . . 14 15 16. 17 . 1§ 
i 'U. '•' •I 

Mawlyndep o.63 : - · 26.85. 44.oo 12.1 17~<15 to40 1046 · ~...cs 
Nong~ong 9.36 . .. 26.85 1.25 . !'f> 9.3 . •25.-6 · · ·St3 596 .. ··211 
-~ Laingut 3.9 · ·•· 6.25 2.44 · · •4.5 -3:.81. 1065 699 ·366 
Nongwnlong 0.06 .. , 13.0.7 15.85 . · 2.6 2 .• 78 ·t694 1045 649 
NOngpyiur -t.<r · 4.14 14.09 ·22.3 9.95 . 1378 .1185 193 

~ . Ssdew 0 ... " : 17.46 11i46 - 0 0 " ''1063 ... 1101 ... ;•38 
~ · Pcmlum 15.17 · · 62.58 0.69 - .,.g .a -61.89 '844 894 -·40 
~ Makhan Pas1r -1.31· ,, 9 •. 43 .26 •. 9 20.6 17~~·? 3070 " i151 1913 

M8tnashe 3.29· ., 1B.oo ·e.4o . • -4.4 ooc9.6: ·739 sso -~s7 
Pornlalttai 14.2 ., . 3.29 4.os 20.0 ·· o. 76 · ·sea '· 1387 .:So5 

c-:-·~:::::.·-~= Kynton-11-..Mon -2.96.. 25.0,0 77.38 . 62.2 ... 52.38 1·154' lOSS ·· 99 ' 
Laitkor 0.3.3 " 13.42 27.35 15.9 ... _ 13.93 1942 1083 ·859 
Jyntab . o.ss · · 51.35 ·.75.95 21.5· 24· •. 6· tote 1662 · -'644 
Rynjah 193.! ., . 95.85 56.64 .. -o.4 -39.27 3080 ... 17?9 t204 
MawsbUit •0.-66" 79.63 51.19 . 13.2 . 21.56 1086 ,. 992 '924 
Gate•Sbyzwst 13.;00 ·' so.oo 23.33 '!!"5.3 -37.00 · . 2·100 ?20 1980 
Mawpat 12.6: • . 53.50 - - 1'19'7 974 ·223 
Mstfiong 2.73 ·· 25.14 10.93 5.3 -14.;21 '563 ·· 690 ··121 
Lyngkien (MaWpet) 17.8 63.46 32.05 •2.4 •31.~ 1'"626 1326 ·302 
Umswall 9.45 29.03 . - - - ·· ·600 617 · . ._.,, 
t4aWkynroh a.t4 ·· 3o,.Gs 6.o2 -7.s -24.63 . ·927 .. t06s •138 
Mawdi<;mg-diang 13.33 -· 28.57 31.37 16·.6 2.8 "764 · 1381 '617 
Liewmyrs1ang 7.oo · 25.37 20.57 2.9 -4.81. 1065 1552 -497 
Umiam ( sumer ) 87.33 · 99.,53 ·68.68 .-o.6 ...Jo.ss 1995 · 309 1686 
Vmiam (Barapani) i.a.42 96.73 90.71 8.9 ...0.02 2391 1407 •984 
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TABLE - 19 

DEPENDEl'I:Y RATIO OF RYNJAH VILLAGE, 1989 . 

Females 

Males · 
Total. 

DePendency 

669 + 423* 
= 1092·. 

542 

source i . . Field· survey. 

workers 

sse 

t'ooe 
: =r 

1566 

1634 x 1000 = 1043 persons, · Dependency. Ratio = ~ . . . . . ' · · ·1:~o6 · 

* Non-workers in the working age group .• 

TABLE ..... 20 

1650 

1550 

3200 

\ 

Community Male % Female Female in % 

Beng~i 114 77.88% 

Khasi 20. 22 22.12% 

Bihari 13 -
Others 10 3 

source :a Field Survey. 

Coming into the real problem in titetailing the employment 

st~ure of Umpling Retail market we find ti1at the significance 
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of the retail rnarlret •s very: immense. Taking the erqpl.oyment in 

which the shops (excluding the vendo~) we find that. aJ:?und 240 
. ~ . . - .i . . . . 

persons are employed. here in the mar~ .. ~is constitute about 15.33 

peX"Cent of ~he total_ workforce of he VU.laga. Including the vendors 

who mostly operates in the evening it woufd be' around 1,:8.0?0,{,. lf 

we examine the en\ployrnent within this sphere of retaUi'~ we find 

that 40.83% axe of sel.f employed.; 48.75% are ezm;>loyed ·in the shops 
. \ 

ana other services inte~J:elate t1ith these shops· sUCh as c~olies. 
water carrier.· milk eqpplier i't will constitute to 10041%. ~ving 
analysed this we find that about 47.08% have been held' by' the.\ 

. . 
' \ 

Khasis ·and 52o9'2%. is shared by the Bengalis and other communiti~s. 

EMPLOVMEN'l' STRUCTURE OF UMPLING BE'rAIL MMU<ET IN QiOPS • 1 

self Employee o~er seZ'Vices 
( 

Khasi 40 114 11 

Sengali 34 '41 4 

Sihad. 12 24 4' 

Others ' -12 8 6 

Total 98 117 as 240 grand total. 

Pe~entage 40~83% 48.75% 10.41 %, 

source a Field survey. 
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on the other~;~j~F~·.O..~ ·emplQyment structure of the 
... ;j.-. ;ot-

marlte~ we find the· vendour· activities are. also an inq>or~t 

a$peets · ae; an employment avenue4t This ·~1nc1 of activity. is· .. · 

:almoet: nil in· the ofteJmOon and is concentr~ted only from ' . . 

i' 

... ' ,: 

In this ve~our: a.c:tiv~ty ·we·. find. that. abO~t 51411.16%. 
; I ·. 1 '_:;.I • • . . . • 

Ffpre~ the Khasi$· lfJho;_d~~- -in grocery and fish selling, the other .. 
! ! ; 

4a.a4% is op~ated ~:!thG Bengali' and-. otner comnunit~e,, . . ; ', i. .. : .' ', . ' . . •. . . . . 
'.. ·.l•i ., . 

f}) ! 
• I i 1 ~ 

Co!Jiing b~~\ aga1~· to the dependency ·ratio.· -rrlhieh, in 

Rynj ah village is ilb~)u~ 1043 persons we ·find that· it is. quite 
. . . ' 

.lOt..,. AS Rynj all villa~e. is· tbe melting pot of. all COillffi\lni~ies 

one may find immigration is heavily experienced. 
) . 
\ 
' 

Rynjah a.\so experience 1mmigrat1Qn of .both _sexel\s. 'nlis 
. . . \ 

is due to many _conv~nient factors whi_ch the a_rea permits •. ¥\1"'" 
\ 

though no survey has been carried. out.J yet \>Jith few correspoi&Pence 
\ 

we find that most of male immigrant are Eiha.ris, ·and. :Bengalis• \. 
\ 

on the other hand, apart trom retailing \'JhiC:::h is ~~t. 1S,q07% '\ 

(Shops and vendours) about 25% ~oes to other. infor_""'l; .~~~vities \ 
all around ShillOJ19' and the rest 59% are .se~~ce p~opl~· ~e could'~ 

' ·, \ ' ' .. \t 
assume this -as about 75% ·of the ·populatiun dwells itJ 9<.?,fef_'nment ·. 1' 

. . . . . ·, . 

~ded apartments within the thr$e colonies e,xcep~ ·the aYnj~ 
. . . '. . \ 

illiddle Section. The r~ 5.3~{. ar~ in other oceupatio~s wi~in 
. . ' . 
. i 

the society itself,. With the majorit-y of the population i(nwlves in 
I 

.. '. ·. . . . \ 
government jobs them had been. heavy .demand for household! servants. 

' . \ 
I 

\ 

:'\ 
,''· ._.'··\ 
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The local population from the surrounding areas eould not\ 

acc:omodate this demand. Thus, we see a considerable influx 

of BoClo girls from ASsam into this place~ This is another Neeson 

wby the dependency ratio is comparatively low and has substitute 

or e()unter balance the malEf inflUX Of other male inmigrants. 

Even girls from inside Meghalaya alSo are found migrating to this 

place. 

AS rrentioned earlier, that because Rynjah village is 

a mix c:onmunity ~society, all societies could venture as they 

wish, especially in the trade and commerce. Apart from the Khasia 

all other communities are suppose t.o posses a trading license to 
Q 

operate a cia finite area of Khasi Hills. The Tsbl e - 17 show~ 

the Ulegal Operators in Retail uade in Umpling Baaar both shops 

and venaours estimated at about. 27.56 per cent to the total num­

ber of shops and vendow:s inc1UC11ng the l<hasis. This 1r1ould am.O\mt. 

to 46.73 per cent of the nonookbasis traders who are operating 

Ulegally. But the authorttie·s ate silent ~ this phenomenon. 

AS unemployment is becoming acftute t-1ith the passing of 

tine, retaUing has become another amenue where enterprising young 
. ..-..,_ 

generation these Clay~try t~ ventuxe. Out of the total shops in 

Rynjah vUlage ( Umpling Retail market ) o£ 113 shops, 69 shops 

aze operated by the people below the age of 35 . years which c:onst1• 

tute around 61.10 per cent of the shops. Most of these has ven­

tured in fields like ( 1) Bookstalls and News Agencieis ( 2) Vicieo . 
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~ 1\Uaing (3) 'l'ea stalls (4) general stores (S) Restaurants (6) Fair 

Price Shop ( 7) Pharmacies (Sl Hardwares· (9) supplying of firewood 

(10) Grocery (11) and many other small b~sineas. Due to the extreme 

influence of urban area 'and the growing increase in price of all 

commodities. it is not an uncommon sight where you see even SChool 

students tryll)g to start at. business thus lowering the dependency 

ratio .as low as 50~24% of the Shillong city as a whole. 
' 

Othe&" avenues. Wh~e ·these young people haw • ventured 

are in service activities~ in this class there .are two types (1) 

privilege ( 2) the less pri:vileg$. In the ftrst case where young 

people have had some education and experiences.) and has an acce-ss 

1:o monetaxy asSistance has been ~@ tO set up many service ;centres 

such. as small scale WOJ'~Shops for repairing. of radio. watc:hes. au­

tom.obUes. spraying ana reconditioning vehicles and others. While 

on the other hana. the somewhat under pri vUege are then occupied 

in these shaps end service eentzee, 
.. ·, 

Turnover end wages a Employment. t.;oulcl be incomplete without the 

mentioning of salary. wales ana tun10ver .and profits of business 
I 

to those who own those business. 

Having surveyed the Retail market of umpl:i~ , we find 

that the total amount of profit of selfernployed would be around 

Rs~ 300._000 pe!:" month both shops mangiflt) f~m Rs! 200 profits .of 

aaloon) to abOut Rs. 20.000 departmental stores. and the. whole range 
-· ~c . 

of general, and specified stores. This figure is quite" to imagine. 

Due to many set backs it trloula be a problem to gtve us qUite an 

approximate fi9\U'G. But 'bhe figures prove qUite true. b!{ logical 
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assW'I'Iption on an average rtXlst of the shops would be coming 

around Rs. 3000/- per month with quits a few exception who 

would to~ the Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,,000 margin. 

On the other hand, the wages and ~ of the 
. . . . . . .. : . 

. ~rvice people t:Yould be very low. ~cumulating all the service 
. . . 

people • s salary and wages t,re find that the whole retail trade 

.~arne to Rs. 50,000 pex- month. This is also quite logical as 

most of the employed people in the market are working as sales 

people only •. There had been cases when .erti>loyment in the shops 

especially service shops like tailoring-, watch repairing, doctors 

in pharmacy who work .in contract basis, i.e., they get their 

own fees out of which the shopowne~ has no say over it, examples 

like doctors. While oth~s lilte t8;ilors share a percentage out 

of the sale of a finish goods. Moreover on the other hand, enter­

tainment like 8Teer 0 also would fall in this category as a per­

son WO-uld use only the license of another person just by paying 

a certain royalty to the license Ottner. 

J\l)art from these there are still many· other avem.tes 

where employment is created in this Retail market. For example 

like in supplying of firewooa, charcoal, milk, t11ater and other 

necessities of the market ~s also worth nentioning. 'l'hUs with 

. all these varieties of employment both self and employed and 

other services, the market contributed a lot to the local people 

and many other from the society. Even people from outside the 

state and from within the state have migrated into this area and 

haua operated in many aspects of business to earn their. liveli­

hood.1bus, Umpling Retail market is a dynamic Retail centre·· ana 

with proper planning it eould still expand aha even accomodate 

more people in the population thus bringing down the ~pendency 

ratio and reduce the evils of unemployment •. 
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CHAPTER - 6 

SUMMARY AND' CONCLUSION 

Retailing trade is one of the most significant 

aspects of Marketing geograPhy• The most important thing 

which strike one mind is the importance of retail trade in 

our day to· day lite. The stwly of retailing in Umpl1ng Retaii 

market (Rynjah village), has brought to light the influence 

wb.{lch are d-irectly and indirectly affecting the daily n~ed and 

even tll)e occaapation of man. It also deale w1 th demographic, 

aooio-economio and morphological characteristics of the area. 

The dissertation deals with wideh~---1 aspects. 
-. •.. ~ ~ .... ." . 

As RynjahJbeing a_ fringe village which has E\lmost been inoor­

porated into the Sbillong Urban area has wide variety of simi-- ' 

lerity with the city. Being one of the important retail centre - - .. .. . 

in the city it has attracted many immigrant~h !his has made 
.... .. . 

Rynjah village as it is today·. 

The area is fully exposed to urban influence of 

the city-. The colonies which has bean created by the Govern­

ment in recent years has helped the place to gain importance 

and become a commanding centre to other areas. That. is why 

this place. bas peen termed as e tfooal point• or a centre place. 

Being a very dynamic centre and with good road and transport 

facility it nee been growing from strength to strength and had. 

.. 
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been able to serve the people of the area and. the sl1rl"Otmding 

villages very effectively. The more or less adeq~ate ~ban 

amenities also is worth mentioning, as they play a very impor­

tant role in. the expansion of the area.· Thus, we see that 

s hillong city 1s very fast expanding to the east. 

> 

Many other necesei ties in order to develop the 

dies erta tion were examined and incorporated in it. Therefore, 

the main theme of this paper has been to analysed in detail 

the Evol~tion end the Struct~e of Retail trade[Jof Umpling . 

Bemar .(Rynjah),, which ~timately provides a very strong 1m• 

pression on the retailing activities ot the area. 

The historical backgro~nd of Shillong regarding 

the evol~tion, demographic·, socio-economic etr~cture and the 

important markets o:f Meghaleya especially that of Khasi hills 
- ' 

district has been mentioned in order to give a comparative 

insight on the paper. Many historical development allCh as the 

partition of Bengal in 1947, the Bangladesh war in 1970 9 and 

all the disturbances in the state and other states bave also 

· adversely ''aff~ted the area. Thus, we oollld termed J.tynjab vil• 

lase as· a melting pot of all commWlities. Tbe large immigra­

tion in~o the area has a greet imp~ot on the morphological set­

ting and development of the area or the Village as a whole• .. - .. . ~ 

Manr looat1onal attributes have been pointed out eo as to em­

Phasise the important existence of the area with relation to 

the other surrounding areas .• 
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As mentioned earlier, this place is occupied bl' 

many oommw'11 ties. Therefore.; the Retail trade also at 'certain 

point of time ?as --~o be a oompa~tiv~ study between the .. oommll­

n1ties of the area• Moreover, many aspec<te of ~ervioes Present 
... . -. ... . -~ 

in the area are also worth mentioning. 

Emphasis was also made on the commodity compositions. 

This would show the more specialized asp.ect of Retail trade or ., 

in other words the size or the volume of commodity of the mar-.. 

kat. The inter-relatiOn between Sbillong and other areas had 

not been neglected because their importance are immense and 

bas been reflected in the thesis. 

Other asp eots of trade like investments, tt.U:n.Wer . 

and profit also have been studied in order to Wlderetand the 

structure of .the market. Rent being one of the main components 

of ·trade has also been dealtQwitb, as it affects the t11rnover 

and profits of the enter.preneur. 

' Employment generated by the Retail market has also 

been taken into consideratl~n as ~t is one of the major factors 

which man Qannot live without it. As we have seen that this 

market is a phenomenon where all kinde of people are attracted 
•• - > 

to as shoppers and sellers-, we find that it has provided empl'oy­

ment to various types of people. Pemale component has also been 

highlighted·· Infect, we could aee i·n this atudy that the depen­

dency ratio .of Rynjah is comparatively q~w than the national and 

S hillong level. 
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Many interrelated ~henomena are also looked upon 

·end many table~ end cartographic techniques have been us eel 
.. 

in order. to a ubstantiate the figures and tables given in the 

study. Moreover, many set-}?aoks and bottlenecks of the trade 

structure and employment which ere barmtul for the society 
- ' 

especially in the trade which are illegal, i.e~ without 

proper licensing is also pointed out in order to make the 

authority awared of such a problem especially in this tribal 

.state where the 6th Schedule of the Constitution of India is 

s ~ill applicablejJ 

Therefore .• after Slll~arising ell these aspects 

we find that there are still many things whioh.needs to be 

improved in the Umpling bazar area. After all, m,oe t ot the 
... -· - - .. . -
area as shown in the landuse are within complete plan but 

this market has no planning at all. This has been a problem 

in the past, when shops were seen right on the middle of the 

road. This has taken a lot of problema to root out thee e 

things end also needs a lot of effort to do so. Due. to the 

chase for frontal sites every land owner has tried to protrude 

their houses into the market area. This is no doubt would 

create another grave problem in the ft.1ture when the area becomes 

more important and the oommodi t.v handling would be more in 

volume in which only Jeeps end other small transport syetem 

would not be possible. Therefore, a planned space from now 

weald be· an important aspeot to think or. so as to avoid the 
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problems la.ter on. It has been .mentioned that the «arbage 

of the market also have 'created problems. This problem could 

not be dealt with only by the local a~thority as there ie· 

no more place .to dump the garbage. With the change of land­

use of the area as a whole into ari urban landscape, it would 

be more convenient if this place, Rynjah village as a whole 

is incorporate withi~ the Mtmioi.pali ty. This would solve 

some problems as the later has reaouroea to maintain the 

civil area clean, 

.AsRetAil has gained _impetus here in the bazar1 

it would be wise from the Part of the Government to encou-.­

r,age all theae activities especially tbe native pe_ople to . -
' 

reduce tmemplo~ent. Wit~ ma~ examples set out ~Y many 

entrepreneurs, 1 t is found that this area could cater to 

many kinds of e1.11enuea of' employment. Thus, with these few 
. 

advioes and encouragement to all sections of scoupation 
. . . 

without{~~;o:ll~~~~"l~:"area haea bright future and a~~~~9ble 
- :t. - • . •• ' • ~ '~: ·:· • ' 

end efficient Retail market,, to be able to serve more better 

to the people of the area and the surroundi~ eild to be 

among the prosperous areas of the city~ 

END 
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Plute-1: Roadside vendoury in the evening . 

Plate-2: New concrete shops replacing old 
wooden ones . 
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Pla te-3: Brisk shopping i n t he evening 

Pla te-4: Importance of vendoury a ctivities 
Seen in the back round 



.APPEND:t:X 

}lv'E~IONN":AIRE USED FOR .. FIELD ~~ 

• mE EVoLUTION AND STRuCTURE Of RE~,A~ TRADE_ n 

UMPLING . MARKET 

(i} . ~ o~ the Vil.lage 
·····~·················· 

Name of OWner • .• • • • ., o • • .• ·• • ~ • ~ • •-• • ~ • .-•. • •• • • • • e 

comnuni ty ••••••.••••• · ••••••• · ••.••.•••.• ._ ••••••• 

SChedUled Caste/-Tribe~ •• •·•. • o ••. • ••• • ..... a. • 

(U) 

(111) 
( iv) 

(v) 

(vii.) 

hge ••••••••••••• •· ~ • ~ ••••• ~ • ~ ~. ~ •• ~ • a ••• ~ ••• 

sex ••. 0 •••••••••••••••• a .• , .••••••• •· •• •· •••••••• 

(vii) Place of Birth ••••••• ~. •.•• ••••• •·•.• ••••••••.•• 

(viit) 'L.iteracy statu~··~··~.~~~~~ ... ~-~~~~-~·-···~~ •• 
. ( ix) . 1-iarital Status ···~·······~················l . . ( ' . 

B • ·COMMODITY COMPOSITION : 
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Person~/ Rate General Area Licence • Atathor1ty Rate· of Taxes Khasi. 
Rental/ of spec:i- of unl1- f:xom whiCh Hlll s District coun-
contract: tent fiecl shop cence permissi en sal_es tax,tnc:onte 

on obtaine tax . . other taxes 
d 

-

'. 

D • TURNOVER AND PROF:t'I'S a 

(a) est.imated value pf tbe sttock ill. the shop ~ts •••••••••••• 
(b) appJ"Oximate sale.pe& day ~ •••• •-·•·lll••• •••••• •••• ••• ••••• 
(c) percentage of sale per day against estimated value of 

stock R.s ••• •-:• •.• •·•• •·•·•• •-••·•• •.• •·•••• •••.•••.•••• • •·• •••• •••. 
(d) ~proximate duration to sell off the whole stock Rs •••• 

' (e) approximate turnover and profits Rs •••••.•••••••••••.•••• 

E. EMPDOYMENT ,, 

1~ Whether self employed/or enployed in the shop ••• •• •.••••• 

2. How many persons employed ••.•• ••·•-• •• •••. •·• •••••• •• •••• •. •. 
3. The dally t-Iage$/Weekly t..r$geS/ltl)nthl.y salary ••••• •••• •• •• 

4 .• Other em.ployed personriels for the supplying of other 

&Uy needs ••.• , ••.••.•.• •• • ··•.• •••·•• • ••••• •• • •• • ••• •.• ,. •·• •·•·• • • 
(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

t~ater .••••• daUy/weekly/monthly wat.es • cost. of 
materials. M1lk........ ..do-
Firewood etc o •• • .....clo-. ... ·-- . 

the 

5 •. Duration of working hours •• •••·•• •• •·•·••• ••••• ••••• ••·•• ••• 

1. Corrmodity sold •• •••·•••• •••• (a) 
. (b) 

(c) . 
a. DUration of work/morning/afternoon/evening •••••••• •o• ••• 
3. 'l'SXSs, if any •••••• •• •. o •• •••.•• o ••••.••• •·•·•·• ••••••• ••. ••• 

4. APproximate value of commodity sold •• • • ~ ................. . 

s. Profits and income ••••••••••-••• ••• •••••••••••••••• ••••• . . .. ~ . 

-------- ---· ------- --·--· ------ ---·--- -·-
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