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Preface

Today, the world is facing a new crisis. Recent
spurt in secessionism has almost destroyed the existing
social order in many countries. The erstwhile Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia are the best examples of it. In
many places including Assam, all over the world, the
public life has been threatened by the terrorist violence.
Contrary to this, the people of Europe have shown a ray
of hope through their on-going unity move. The 12
countries of Europe are striving to unite under one flag,
which is a significant development to usher in global

peace. /

This: collection of 20 articles is the outcome of a
painstaking searchinorder to prove that these onsetson
island of peace in our trouble-torn times. The attempt
will be fruitful if it inspires some other researchers to
conduct indepth study and analysis of our society in a
broader perspective.

K. S. DEKA



Introduction

If we look at the history of the different stages of
human evolution, we will be convinced that to fulfil the
ever increasing needs and desires of men the original
thoughts and researches are of the utmost necessity and
the most important of all endeavours. In some remote
period of time when the human being, in a state of the
nomadic life had been roaming about the forests and
woods in quest of food, an expectant women, sheltering
herself in a cave, had noticed the growth of a seedling
from the seed of a fruit thrown away after consumption,
got the enlightenment of cultivation. Gradually, after
experiments and researches, the science of agriculture,
was formulated, when the nomads acquired the knowl-
edge of agriculture they were compelled to stay at a
particular place making a house for themselves. For the
safety and preservation of the agricultural products the
youth were to be organized. The chief of the youth later
came to be known as the king. It appeared thus that at
the discovery of the science of agriculture, the agricul-
tural economy was formulated and for that, the politics
of the royal power began. It can therefore be understood
that firstly the knowledge and science, secondly the -
economics and at the third stage only the process of
political activities came intobeing. Till the 16th century
the agrarian civilization held a permanent position for
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some thousand years in the world. In India, China,
Egypt, Mesopotemia and such other countries, the pe-
riod of agrarian civilization was an era of great prosper-
ity.

But suddenly when a few sailors from the West
sailing their boats with the help of machines crossed the
Atlantic ocean and reached the shores of some Eastern
countries, whichhad solongremained unapproachable,
then there began the ‘Modern age’ . Then after some
time by the 17/18th centuries, when no modern facili-
ties were at all available, in fact in the midst of great
disadvantages and even in the situation of losing their
live, some particular persons in the West did such work
of speculation in the sphere of science that, as a result,
the discovery of a number of remarkable things became
possible. Such discoveries made it possible to manu-
facture machineries which could bring about a revolu-
tionary change in the field of production. It is however
strange that such research works and discoveries did
not take place in the eastern countries which were then
known as the advanced countries. Such discoveries took
place, one after another, in the comparatively backward
western countries such as England where the former
methods of agricultural production underwent a radi-
cal change. On that day the sun rose in the west and not
in the east. Why it happened so, it is difficult to under-
stand. It may be so the ‘Renaissance’ in Europe which
took place since the ‘Divine Comedy’ of Dante in the
12th century till ‘Hamlet’ of Shakespeare in the 16th
century had the general impact on the awakening of the
intellect which revealed through the particular persons
in a centralized way. Though apparently accidental, the
new discoveries of science and technology were caused
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in the west by the efforts of intellectual awakening of
some centuries. There is a characteristic distinction
between the agrarian civilization and the later civiliza-
tion of the machine. In the era of the agrarian civilization
there was the similar method of production in all the
eastern and western countries of the world. There was a
marked improvement in different stages of philosophy,
literature, music, arts, sculpture and architecture dur-
ing the agrarian civilization of several thousand years.
But the character was one. Had Gautama the Buddha
appeared in some place in India in the 16th century he
would not have seen much difference in the movement.
In the same way, had Jesus Christ come to England in
the age of Queen Elizabath (I) he would not have feltlike
coming to a strange land. But if they visit a place during
the civilization of the machine, they will find immense
differencein the matters of the conveyances and carriages
etc.

As once the discovery of the cultivation made the
nomads settle in villages and towns so also the dis-
coveries of the machine and the electricity have provided
the increased population of the world with the means of
production of ample food-stuff and other necessary
materials. These have brought about the radical changes
to the lives of men. However, it is an altogether different
question whether these could give men real happiness
and peace. But there is no doubt that the monster ma-
chine could produce amplitudeinevery sphere.Itisalso
a condition in the happiness and peacein the life of men,
although we try in vain to diminish its value with our
emotional and theoretical arguments.

It is unfortunate that when such an era with its
immense probabilities knocked at our door, the eastern
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lands like India did not turn their ears to it.

In India and in a number of eastern countries there
was created such a situation by the slackness of the last
phase of the middle period, the infights, autocracies, the
life of luxury and lethargy of the high ups and the
apathy of the hapless and helpless lower strata of the
people that none could heed the dawn of immense
affluence and resources heralded by the era of the
machine. In such a situation, India and many eastern
countries were fettered by the Western imperialism.
After the World War II, India along with other Asiatic
and African countries got released from the shackles of
the western powers. Politically these countries achieved
sovereign power, but failed to improve economically
according to the demands of this age. And as such, there
have been explosions of various dissatisfaction chiefly
on the reasons of economic backwardness. We forget
that economic progress is determined by the economic
laws following the course of history. On the other hand,
the determination of theeconomic progressis determined
by the economic laws following the course of history.
On the other hand, the determination of the economic
laws also depends on the proper application of science
and technology in conformity with the ages. We think
that it is possible to build up economy with politics. We
comprehend that for the fulfilment of all demands the
only way is the political upheavals. In this way we have
entered the maze, like Abhimanyu, but found no exit.

Elvin Tofflar has written in his book ‘Future Shock’,
“If agriculture is the first stage of development, and
industrialisation is the second, we can now see that still
another stage—third has suddenly been reached. And
now opening before us super industrialisation.” Notic-
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ing it the British Government put downinanotein1990.
“In the increasingly competitive world of the 1990’s
there will be no prizes for those whose industrial rela-
tion, prices, productivity, skills, standards or commit-
ment are second best”.

This statement gives a hint at how much competi-
tions we have to face if we want to take part in the
international market in a befitting manner for the de-
velopment of India. Looking at the needs of the present
day what an enormous economic crisis may be created
if we fail to achieve success in the international market
as envisaged by the present economic distress which
~ warns us once again.

The industrial activities are still very limited in
India even today. It is why when the percentage of
people dependent on agriculture in the development
countries has come down to 6 /15, in our country the
same has risen to 70 irrespective of the fact whether the
people are land-holders or not. Even in the agrarian
civilization of the medieval age the percentage of ag-
ricultural people was not above 60 in India. In a good
number of villages in Assam such as Soalkuchi,
Sarthebari, Kamargaon, Kumargaon etc. the industrial
activities were in vogue during that period.

But in this modern age of the machine the old
industries have been bereft of profit and on the other
hand, the new improved mechanized industries have
also not developed according to the need.

The East India Company came to India with a
purpose of purchasing the raw materials for the textile
and other industries and to sell them in other European
markets. But what an irony that after a few years when
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the textiles machines were evolved in England, clothes
worth crores of rupees were exported to India from that
land. Although we have now become self-reliant on
clothes and agricultural products such asrice, flouretc.,

there are innumerable industries where our position
remains very weak. It is strange that at a time when
industrialization has taken rapid strides then, as Dr.

Ashok Mitra, the renowned Economist has enumerated,

there have been 2 lakh ailing industrial establishments

in India. Excepting tea and oil industries, the industrial

activities in Assam are very few. Most of the industrial

institutions which were newly started have now reached

a state of closure or near-closure. There must be varied

reasons for such a state. But at the top of these, the main

reason is that we do not think of the promptness, skill

and above all the reformation of work necessary for the

success in the competitionin the industrial fields today.

We announce the strikes with the sole object of deriving

certain political gains out of them. We do not think atall

of the economic losses including from suchstrikes which
finally make the common people the worst sufferers,

and thwart the development of industries. In the same

way, the government on their part spends a lot on

different occasions whether for the benefit of the ruling

party itself or for the purpose of gaining certain tempo-

rary political ends. It appears as if the budget problems

could be solved by printing more paper-notes. The ABC

of science of economics says that the real money is not

produced in the mint. It is created by the agricultural

goods at the cost of the labour of the cultivators and the

hard labour of the workers imbued by the special con-

tribution of knowledge of the experts plus the capital of

the savings of some people which is initially invested in
the well directed industrial establishment. Without
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payingany heed toit theattemptat fulfilling the deficits
of the budget with the printed notes in the mint leadsto
mere inflation and the rise of costs. This is what is
happening in our country today. To close the doors to
such destruction, a constructive revolution has become
most necessary in India today. The fortune of a country
nowadays depends on new improved machineries or
the discovery of new methods of production. On
necessity we may import the needed machines and
tools and the scientific implements from outside, but at
the same time, we can also think of improving our
indigenous implements so that these can be used at
length in our present condition. But about the im-
provement of the common plough which is the main
equipment of our 70 percent cultivators in their agri-
cultural production we think the least in this age of
improved tools of productions. We can demand only for
the supply of a tractorin its place. Butwe feelleastabout
the necessity of time and the probability of successin the
fulfilment of this demand on the practical ground. The
root cause of our failure today lies hidden in this. When
the constructive revolution awakes our mind we may
find an openroad toour development. The Government
can and should help us in such endeavours. But a
people full of vivacity cannot rely on the Government
any time for amelioration of its lot. In fact, the mentality
that seeks to rely on the Government in every respect
has stood in the way of the development of the country.

It should primarily be understood that the changes
that have taken place in the international political
sphere recently have been made inevitably by the latest
developments in science and technology. The United
States of America and the erstwhile Soviet Union the
two super powers have so long progressed on parallel
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linesbut in two opposite directions. Till the discovery of
the ‘Sputnik” Soviet Union was ahead of the US.A. in
such matters. But after that, gradually Soviet Union had
to face economic crisis. In course of time it will be said
decidedly whether it was the communistic economic
planning or the failure in administration of the commu-
nist political party that was responsible for its instabil-
ity. :

Nevertheless, the the States that succeeded the
erstwhile Soviet Union as well as China have been
stepping forward inthe direction of market-economy of
the capitalist countries as an alternative to the former
economic schemes of the totalitarian central planning.
In the World War I, although strong in forces, Germany
had to submit to defeat at the ‘Kitchen warfare.” Al-
though not in the same manner, it is doubtless that the
present states of former Soviet Union have to ask for
aids from the Western countries on account of their
weak economic condition apart from food shortage. It
is also to be noted that these states have not hesitated
to undergo necessary changes under the present cir-
cumstances without adhering to their old systems and
customs.

Itis a good omen for world peace and international
harmony that US is proceeding today towards estab-
lishment of the status of most favoured nations with the
states which formed Soviet Union which was previously
itsmainrival. Itis remarkable thatamong the developed
nations today the desire of co-operation in their activi-
ties has become strong only because of the compulsion
of the most modern economic process. The European
nations which fought among themselves for centuries,
have now united to work in trade and commerce like
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one nation. Even many of the nations of Latin America
have planned to work unitedly. Japan and a few other
developed Asian nations, although yet to associate with
the efforts of unification of Europe and America have
not stayed away from the same. Such efforts of the
developed nations will be factually beneficial and suc-
cessful if they éxpand their schemes for covering the
developing nations. The answer to this is the new in-
ternational economic discipline. But the Developing
nations have remained totally separated from it. The
reason is that they could not yet rise to the status of the
developed nations. That the developing nations, par-
ticularly alarge country like India, could not ameliorate
their position conforming with the present day circum-
stancesis very sad and unfortunate. The people of India,
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi succeeded in
the battle for freedom of the mother land against the
British imperialism, following the principle of non-
violence by the method of Stayagraha. But only a few
years after Independence we have forgotten the prin-
ciples and ideals of Mahatmaiji. It is unfortunate for the
race of men that the great men are thus forgotten.

There is yet another aspect despite great prosperity
of the developed nations like United States as a result of
the practice of the most modern science and technology.
Even there is the reason for dissatisfaction in the midst
of plenty. They have yet to remove the cause of
maldistribution. Thebasic principle of economy planned
by Mahatma Gandhi has been decentralization. Butitis
unrealistic to think that needs and desires of today can
be fulfilled with the implements and methods of de-
centralization of the yester years. A new civilization will
dawn in the world if the implements of equal standard
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for production of centralized industries fit for decen-
tralization of industries, are discovered to replace the
specially improved technology, machineries and skills
which are now used in centralized industries. It is
possible since the last word of the discovery of science,
technology and techno-crafts definitely remains to the
unuttered. The defects and faults of the present dis--
coveries have yet to be removed to make room for new
and improved ones. The problem of maldistribution
will automatically be solved when improved mecha-
nisms for decentralized production are evolved. It is
because the question of stocking the products of a big
mechanized factory at one place and piling the entire
proceeds with one person or company will no more be
there. Not to speak of the capitalist countries, evenin the
so called communist countries the question of distri-

bution s not yet fully settled. It is possible toremove the _

faults of distribution by the Gandhian ideal and the
improved mechanism of decentralization.

The Gandhian philosophy of life can work as a
complement of decentralized economy. And only then
the race of men canbe saved from the dangers of suicidal
use of weapons and violent acts. While discussing the
above, Assam has appeared inmy mind. Inmy view, the
diseaseis the same and thereis noother way of recovery.

Weshould keepinmind thatwhen theinternational
planning had become indespensable today it can be said
that anything will be a success without taking our land
as a whole. First the international, then national, then
state, thendistrict and lastly a region or avillage areonly
the aspects of the same picture. By eliminating one, the
picture willnotbe a complete one. Inorder toimplement
the schemes of the United States, it is much important to
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amend the Constitution today. There should be proper
distribution of power and responsibility at the three
levels of Centre, State and district.

I have something special to say as regards Assam.
Looking at the constitution of the people of Assam,
much emphasis should be laid on the unity of different
units. Whatever may be the agitation or revolutionin
Assam, it should be with the assimilation of all the
residents of different stocks, castes, tribes, communities
or languages. Not separating the Assamese alone, but
taking all the permanent residents of Assam together for
creating a feeling of unity is the only way to make the
social life of Assam a strong one. Again it should be on
the basis of national life of India enriched by the inter-
national outlook.

I have not particularly referred here to the articles
compiled in this volume by Sri Kanak Sen Deka. As a
background to them I have written these few lines. I
have no doubt that the irrefutable arguments put forth
here with his rational, natural and lucid style of writing
will provide food for thought to all the readers for
finding the solution of the particular problems of Assam.
[ believe, the book will specially contribute to the solu-
tion of the problems of Assam. For this, I express my
gratefulness to Sri Deka.

New Delhi. —Bijoy Chandra Bhagawati
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