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Meghalaya, the land known to be the
abode of the cloud, is also the land of
fairies. It is a land of fairy tales and a
dream land. The land belonged to
various tribes like Khasis, Syntengs,
Wars, Garos and Koches, known for
their traditional culture amidst of
natural beauty. These tribes neverthe-
less did not have their own_script
hence could not record their folk tales,
legends and historical stories but were
carried forward orally from genera-
tion to generation. Therefore even
their historical events became part of
their folk tales or legends. Attempts
were made by various western schol-
ars like Gurdon and Playfair besides
Indian scholars like Mira Pakrashi,
Namita Sandop Sen and so on to com-
pile these legends but they are rarely
found at one place. In this book 73 leg-
ends and folk tales from Meghalaya
has been compiled by authors who
spent considerable period of their life
in North Eastern India. It is hoped
these legends should not only be good
for pleasure reading for young and old
alike but also should help scholars to
interpret caltural heritage of'colourful
tribes of Meghalaya.
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INTRODUCTION

Meghalaya, the land known to be the abode of the clouds
was once part of greater Assam. Its state capital Shillong was
the capital of undivided Assam and was a favourite placc for
British Administrators.

Land belong to Khasis, Synteng (Jayantlas) Wars Garos and
Koches who -have their own distinct cultural heritage which
reflects well in their fables and folk tales. Till British occupied
their land,. they had their own rulers who ruled the vast tract
of land. Last Khasi ruler from Nongkhlaw U. Tirhat Singh 'is
still remembered as a patriot all over India. During those period
there was influence of Bengali and Assamese culture. -

Though they belong to same land, the tribes, have different
origin which reflects even in their language and culture. While
Khasis, Syntengs (Jayantias) and Wars have identical origin
belonging to Austric group, Garos are Tibeto-Burman group
more allicd to Bodo group of Assam. Koch has influence of
both though by and large are close to Garos only. However
Khasis, Syntengs and Wars are more close to Austrics of Far
Eastern countries rather than Austrics of central India. However
Syntengs are influenced by Hinduism to great extent. Obviously
their culture, hence the legend varies.

These tribes did not have the script of their own hence had
to use Bengali script during pre-British period and Roman script
thereafter due to influence of Christian Missionaries. Fables,
folk tales, mythology and even historical events were carried
forward orally which became their folk literature. Bible in Khasi
dialect in Bengali script perhaps was their first published
document which was published from Shirampur Mission Press
near Calcutta during carly 19th century. Influence of Christianity
among Khasis and Jayantias reported to be much more than
other tribes while Garos and Koches remained somewhere
between their own nature worship and Hinduism.
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Among Khasis, Syntengs (Jayantias) and Wars. teo there was
attempt to revive their tradition throqgh Seng Khasi movement
founded by Babu Jibon Roy and carried forward till date by
Hipson Roy.

Nevertheless, various stories of these peoplc to..the extent
possible compiled here not only for pleasure reading of all people
irrespective of age group but also shall help: scholars to study
the culture of the land.

15th June *97 G.K.GHOSH
Flat No. 2 sagnos Wl a ; . SHUKLA GHOSH
56, Rashtraguru Avenuc.,

Calcutta-700: 028



FABLES AND FOLK TALES OF MEGHAILLAYA 79

CONCLUSION

Meghalaya, the land known to be the abode of the clouds -
is the land belonging to Khasis, Syntengs, Wars, Garos and
Koches. Each of them had their own tradition and cultural
heritage which reflected well in their numerous folk stories many
of them were drawn from their history.

Seventy three such folk tales and fables are discussed in this
book which reflect the rich culture besides moral teachings.
These tales also give us idea about the way these people used
to live in their abode and their socicty. ol

These tales arc slowly cvaporating due to influence of
Christianity and modernisation. Earlier attempts were made to
preserve them notably by U. Jibon Roy, some British writers
like Gurdon, Playfair besides Indian anthopologists but rarely
were collected at onc place. An humble attempt is made here
to collect them at one place with the hope that atleast these
stories are preserved. g

o



ALSO PUBLISHED

Fables and Fb[k Tales of Assam

Fables and Folk Tales of Nagaland

Fables and Folk Tales of Arunachal Pradesh
Fables and Folk Tales of Manipur

Fables and Folk Tales of Mizoram

Fables and Folk Tales of Tripura

- P. Bandyopadhyay
Bauls of Bengal

-S. K. Bhattacharyya

Folk Heritage of India
Folk Literature of the World

- Buddhadev Roy

Folk Songs of Bengal
Marriage Rituals & Songs of Bengal

-Pradyot Ghosh
Kalighat Pats : Annals & Appraisals

: -S. K. Sen Gupta
Social Profiles of the Mahalis

-Paul Manansala
The Naga Race

. -Ashutosh Bhattacharya
The Sun & the Serpent Lore of Bengal

-A. B. Karchoudhury
Tribal Songs of North-East India.
with special reference to Arunachal Pradesh

Rs. 200.00
Rs. 250.00
"Rs. 175.00
Rs. 175.00
Rs. 175.00
Rs. 175.00

Rs. 90.00

Rs. 300.00
Rs. 250.00

Rs. 20.00
Rs. 50.00

Rs. 30.00
Rs. 40.00
*Rs. 200.00

Rs. 80.00

Rs. 50.00



	Page 1 
	Page 2 
	Page 3 
	Page 4 
	Page 5 
	Page 6 
	Page 7 
	Page 8 
	Page 9 
	Page 10 
	Page 11 
	Page 12 

