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A one-day seminar on Population with special reference
ISBN : 81-7117-130-3 ] to North-East India was organised under the auspices of
Popupation Education Club and Women'’s College, Shillong
on 4 October 1991 to examine the population dynamics in
e s North-East India. All' processes of social and economic
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PREFACE

Except a few papers included in this volume can
conveniently be classified into three groups. The first group
of papers deals with the population canvas of the North-Eastern
region as a whole. M.C. Pandey observes that the rate of
growth of population in the region is higher than the national
average. R.P. Bhattacharjee seeks to explain the causes of
this high rate of growth of population in the region. P.H.
John has noted the problem arising out of high growth rate
of population associated with the low rate of growth of the
regional economy and has suggested to step up the latter.
Mitali Chakraborty has compared the demographic trends of
the North-Eastern states vis-a-vis India.

The second group of papers concentrates on the state
specific demographic structure and trends of the states of
North-East India. Out of the seven states in this region, four
hill states of Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh have been studied. Keya Sengupta has pointed out
that the rate of growth of foodgrain production in Meghalaya
islagging behind the rate of growth of population. She advocates
for a strategy which could reconcile the long term measures
for economic development with short term measures to control
population growth. Mrinmayi Banerjee writes on the secular
growth of population in Meghalaya. Sarit Kumar Chowdhuri
and Dipak Kumar Adak find no correlation between the bi
rate and death rate in Manipur and have made an assessment
on the effects of population growth upon the state economy.
S.K. Choudhuri and S.K. Mukherjee notice the nature of
demographic attributes of the people of Mizoram. Gurudas
Das has made an attempt to assess the economic potentialiy
of the population of Arunachal Pradesh. He explains the paradox
of high activity rate that has been associated with the low
economic development in the state.

The third group of papers deal with the tribe-specific
micro studies. P.M. Buzarbarua writes on the bio-demographic
aspects of the Noctes of Arunachal Pradesh. He observes a
high still birth rate and prenatal death rate among the Noctes.



R. Khongsdier's study of the War-Khasis of Meghzjllaya reveals
low admixture rate, low mean marital distance, village as well
as religious endogamy among them. Bandana Das undertakes
a micro-study of the Deuri population of Dibrugarh and finds

higher growth rate among the urban dwellersthantheir counter-

parts in rural areas. Dipesh Choudhury, M.C. Behera and
Dipak Kumar Adak in their study of the Khampti populat%on
of Arunachal Pradesh find high sex ratio and index ageing
and low rate of selection intensity among them.

Apart from these, Zahid Husain observes the effects of
population growth in the region in terms of higher land-rpan
ratio and shortening of Jhum cycle which have led to serious
deterioration of the hill ecology. Saumitra Oarua and Ram
Th. Varte argue the case of small population in the light
of the tribal communities of the region. Sanu Mukherjee
observes the declining trend of women population in the

country.
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