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author's note

This book is one of a number of texts used in the research now in
progress at the College of Librarianship Wales into the applicability of
programmed learning techniques to education for librarianship. The
purpose of these texts in the research programme is to test the suita-
bility of the scrambled textbook in different forms for certain kinds of
tuition; their purpose in the general educational effort of the college
is to acquaint students with the mechanics of classification schemes
outside the classroom, thus increasing the class time available for more
valuable discussion and evaluation. In addition to this, the strictly
practical instruction offered by these books is of direct relevance both
to library in-service training and to the training of teacher librarians,
neither of which command the time or facilities normally offered by
full time professional education.

Few can be more aware than the author of the book’s imperfections.
In the * author’s note ’ to the programmed text on the sixteenth edition
of the Dewey decimal classification a hope was expressed that comment
and criticism might improve future editions, and grateful thanks are
due to those readers whose interest, sympathy and understanding
helped to improve the text in revision. Inevitably, however, these
revisions and the changes in bc17 and now in DcI8 have necessitated a
completely rewritten text, and the ever generous help and advice of
colleagues and students alike is here gratefully acknowledged.

Particular thanks are due to Mr Benjamin A Custer, Editor of pc,
and Mr Richard B Sealock of Forest Press, for their friendly encourage-
ment and advice, and to them and to Mr A J Wells and Mr Joel
Downing of the British National Bibliography for making available
the typescript of pc18 before publication.

Those parts of the book directly reproduced from the eighteenth
edition of the Dewey decimal classification are by permission of Forest
Press Inc, owners of the copyright.

C D BATTY
HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION RETRIEVAL STUDIES
COLLEGE OF LIBRARIANSHIP WALES



concept index
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Classifying begins
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Double synthesis
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introduction

This book is intended to teach you the rudiments of practical classifi-
cation with one classification scheme: Dewey’s Decimal classification,
eighteenth edition. It is not intended for use with any other classifi~
cation scheme, even though the devices and methods discussed are of
general validity.

The Decimal classification is a work in two volumes: the main
schedules arranged in the order of the classes of the scheme, together
with their numerical notation that gives the scheme its name; and the
alphabetical subject index, called a ‘relative index’. These volumes
will be referred to respectively as the schedules and the index. The
scheme will be referred to as pc.

You should have a copy of bc by you as you work through this book,
and you should use it not only to solve the problems but also to check
the examples and see how the scheme works.

This book is a ‘scrambled textbook’; ze its pages are not read
consecutively and indeed are not numbered as pages at all. Instead
the lessons and problems are divided into frames and these are num-
bered boldly for easy reference. On the first page (frame 1) you will be
given the first step of the course and at the bottom of the page you
will find a question on the information you have been given. You will
be offered a number of solutions to the question, only one of which is
correct. If you choose the correct answer you will be directed to the
next step of the course; if you choose the wrong answer you will be
directed to an intermediate step where you will be shown your mistake
and given more instruction. A further question will offer you the
opportunity of proceeding to the next main step of the course. If at any
time you wish to look again at a particular part of the programme you
may do so by means of the Concept index facing this page.

Now turn to frame 1 and begin.



1 The basic operations for finding a class number for any subject are
always the same: first consult the index for the required topic; then
check the number given there in the schedules. In time you may come
to know the schedules so well that you will be able to turn straight to
the right area and look through the schedules for the number that you
want, but until then, and even then if you are dealing with an un-
familiar subject, you will find the index useful for showing in what
classes or disciplines your particular topic may appear so that you can
select the right number.

You will find it useful when you use the index to look for the specific
term rather than a general one. For instance, if you want to classify
STARLINGS you will save yourself time and trouble if you look for
that term in the index rather than for a general term like BIRDS, since
you would then have to search through the schedules under BIRDS to
find a number for STARLINGS. This is important when you are
dealing with a phrase, because many people are tempted to turn phrases
round unnecessarily. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING is more specific as an
entry than ENGINEERING, ELECTRICAL and saves you the trouble of
looking all through the engineering section of the schedules.

We shall not use the index or the schedules yet. Instead, select which
of the following terms you would look for in the index as the most
specific

REINFORCED CONCRETE ROADS turn to frame 9

CONCRETE ROADS (REINFORCED) turn to frame 7

ROADS, REINFORCED CONCRETE turn to frame 2

1°



AN ALPHABETICAL INDEX TO THE EXAMPLES TO BE CLASSIFIED

Aircraft 161
Albanian proverbs 87

Anthropometric  studies of the
humerus 111
Aptitude tests for mathematical
ability 102

The Archaeology of the Pentateuch
94

The Bible in Dutch 76

Birds of Antarctica 69

The botany of sneezeweed 27

A Bulgarian /French dictionary 137

Case studies
services 45

Case studies in the management of
large enterprises 113

Celtic folk music g2

Close-up photography 26, 31

A collection of early medieval
German literature 133

A collection of Elizabethan literature
142

A collection of French-language lite-
rature by writers of the Afro-Asian
bloc 134

A collection of German language
literature by engineers 135

Complications of heart surgery 101

Customs of blacksmiths 88

in library reference

Dams and reservoirs in Republican
Rome 123

Decorative horn carving g5

Design in Scandinavia 59

A dictionary of cats 53

A dictionary of standard Czechoslo-
vakian 129

Dutch Renaissance poetry 150
Dyeing wild silk 108

The education of gipsies in Great
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The electroplating of copper alloys 96

An encyclopedia in Latvian 81

Essays on architecture 6o

The etymology of Breton 140 '

The extractive metallurgy of ferrous
and non-ferrous metals 158

Female apprentices aged 16-18 151
Foreign relations between France and
Cambodia 127

Gold and silver mining in South
America 63
Gold in folklore g8

A history of literary forgeries 5o
A history of metaphysics 42
A history of zoological sciences 57

Import duties on perfumes 100
Incorrigibility in child crime 22, 30

Industrial relations in the Afro-Asian
bloc of unaligned countries 61

Installing dishwashers 21

The instruments of
quartet 160

The intelligibility of sound 20, 33,
37, 44

the string

Machinery in the electronics industry
116

The mineralogy of Jamesonite 24

The Mormon Church in Great
Britain 67

Motels in New York State 65

The music of France 66

Norwegian prints 62

The philosophy of instrumentalism 6
Plans of narrow gauge railways 110
Plot in seventeenth century Spanish
novellas 148

Postal communications in eighteenth
century Europe 125

Pottery 155

Pronunciation of Ukrainian 131

The psychology of foster children of
pre-school age 149, 154

Public education in the seventeenth
century %8

Public education in Wales #2

Russian science under Stalin 117
Russian shorthand 114
A Russian/Turkish dictionary 132

School enrolment in rural areas 55

‘The Semitic races 8g

Sex instruction for adolescents 83

Slav racial psychology 85

Social structure of Roman Catholics
in Northern Ireland 121, 124

Soil and soil conservation in north
eastern India 49

Spanish drama of the Golden age 146

Spanish-language literature by Jews

144
Spanish-language serial publications
79



THE SUBJECT APPROACH TO INFORMATION by A C Foskett £3.00

‘ There is throughout a sense of unity which arises from the carefully
articulated theoretical framework. . . . The result is, without doubt, a first-rate
survey of the chaotic and rapidly expanding field of subject-information
retrieval . . . here is a work which propounds with a high—even unique—
degree of success, a basic theory of information retrieval for students.’
JOURNAL OF DOCUMENTATION

¢ To teach without this, in the future, will be to ignore the central needs of
tomorrow’s libraries.” LIBRARY JOURNAL

‘I have no hesitation in recommending it both for the two-year course and
for post-graduate courses.’ LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD

‘It would be a pity if this readable and lucid explanation of various schemes
of classification and subject headings were not called to the attention of
college professors.”’ WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN

‘An essential guide to the ideas and published material of modern classifica-
tion theory and practice.’ THE LIBRARY WORLD

‘I know of no other work which deals with the whole of subject analysis
at the level of beginning professional education, nor so satisfactorily from
the point of view of American, as well as British, practice.” RONALD HAGLER,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF
LIBRARIANSHIP

Clve Bingley Limited.
16 Pembridge Road London Wrr
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