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FOREWORD

The process by which the Garo Hills in the State of Megha-
laya has become substantially Christian is well described in this
important book by Imotemjen Ai+. He systematically presents
the structures of the six Garo tribes, their customs, pre-Christian
religion, leadership patterns and agricultural processes. He then
sets forth their relationships to the outside world=-the British
Government in days past and the Government of India today.
Two chapters give'an accurate history ot the work of one of the
most successful missions ever to come to Indii·;:iwo more des-
cribe the growth of the Church among these lovelyhills. Two
concluding chapters critically evaluate the present ChUrch and
its future prospects. -..

The volume is specially valuable because it has been written
by an outstanding Indian churchman. Imotemjen Aier is the
General Secretary of the Council of Baptist Churches in North
East India. He administers the work of five States Baptist Con-:
ventions which together number nearly a million. souls. He has.
travelled widely, attending many world-wide Baptist conventions,
He looks at Church Growth in the Garo Hills as one of the great
Christian leaders of India. He is a tribes man (Ao Naga) himself
and spent his earliest years in a remote village. He knows the
Tribals intuitively. Baptist Convention in the Garo Hills is one
of his fields as General Secretary of the Council. He writes from
first hand knowledge.

In the decades which lie ahead, segment after segment of
the population of the world will' become Christian. J am just
back from five weeks in Zaire which in the last seventy years has
become substantially Christian. Practically all its citizens claim
to be either Roman Catholic or Protestant. Very few indeed
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admit to being animist. In India the same process is at work.
The Gospel is spreading faster in some of the states and slower
in others - but spreading.

The process of the people movement to Christian Faith
(whereby tribes and castes become Christian without social
dislocation, while retaining many of the beautiful and valuable
components of their culture and maintaining a cordial relation-
ship to their relatives and families) is what Mr. Aier is describing.
He tells us in illuminating detail how the six 'A' chik tribes have
moved to Christian Faith 'and how about half the population
has Yet to be won. He describes the humble beginnings and points
out how today the Church can discern and use' social structure
to advance the Gospel.

His book should be read all across India. Castes are not
tribes, and a people movement in a caste will not follow exactly
the 'pattern which it traces in a tribe. Nevertheless, the account
of how a tribe became Christian has great value for those evan-
gelizing a caste. The goal is the same : namely, that the social
organism (the caste), while remaining thoroughly India, main-
taining its network of relationships, and continuing its practice
of endogamy, comes naturally and .as a result of its own free
choice to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and to accept
His Word, the Bible, as the only rule of faith and practice. Many
methods are the same. Creating leaders out of the people being
discipled is equally important in tribe and caste.

As Bible Schools. and Theological Seminaries in India
study more and more Indian church history and Indian church
growth this book and others like it will become required reading.
In India, church history must cease to be a study of how the
churches grew and did not grow, believed and did not believe in
far off Europe. Church history must become the study of how a
hundred thousand here and a million there, two thousand here
and twentythousand there have in India facing Indian'conditions,
maintaining Indian social structure and Indian cultures, become
devout and obedient disciples of Jesus Christ the Lord,
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Imotemjen Aier's great book is a splendid model of future
monographs on the many other segments of the church in India.
Accounts of how this segment of society came to Christ and how
that group "turned from idols to serve the true and living God"
are the essential stuff of a church history germane to the multi-
plying churches of' India. If we would know what God is about
to do in India, let us study most carefully what He has done.

I commend THE GROWTH OF THE GARO BAPTIST
CHURCHES IN MEGHALA YA to my fellow Christians in
India. Study it. Learn from it. Praise God for the great work He
has done, described in it.

September first, 1977

Donald McGavran
Fuller Theological Seminary

Pasadena, California
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INTRODUCTION.

The Garos are one of the largest hill tribes in North East
India. Under the providence of God, they played a unique role
in turning the Baptist Mission towards a greater and fuller
involvement in its venture of faith. It was the Garo tribe that
saved the Assam Mission as Downs puts it :

The success among the Garos changed the attitudes of
the Home Board towards Assam field and it began to get
at least its share of the available resources something
that had not been the case earlier (1971 : 56).
Omed and Ramke, the first two conver swere of remar-

kable personalities. With them, the other three namely, Rangkhu,
Ramsing and the father of Rudram were all ex-servicemenof the
police department. Thus the first five Garo evangelists were
dedicated Christians, well disciplined and dedicated to their
assignments. No wonder the Church in Garo Hills grew fast
during its early period. It is here that we can see the Lord had
prepared this tribe in a very significant wayin order to change the
course of human actions for the redemption of the people of
North East India.

The first two missionaries.namely, E.G. PhiIlips and M. C.
Mason who lived and laboured in the Garo Hills all their lives
were a "remarkable pair." They were classmates, roomates and
their wives were sisters. What a wonderful combination for the
purpose of planting His Church among a tribe, the success of
which was to determine the future missionary involvement in the

.task of discipling the whole of North East India.
- Membership grew from 40 in 1867 to 54,188 in 197). To

many, the growth looks so natural that It makes very little impre-
ssion in their lives. This increase is the result of many dedicated
missionaries and nationals, who gave themselves generously.
_ !\tany missionaries gave their lives in the field and many

returned home with broken health from which they never re-
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covered. E. G. Phillips, M. C. Mason, and E. S. Downs with
their families were among the Garo missionaries who served in
the field longest ; each serving more than forty years;

Among many of the national leaders were Omed Momin,
Ramke Momin and Thangkan Sangma to" whom the -Garo
churches owe much for their dedication, determination, faith
and courage. They fought fearlessly against 'age-long tradi-
tional supersitions, prestigeful headhunting, and non-literacy.
All three were ordained ministers of the church. As We face
today's unaccomplished task and untapped opportunities, let
us not cease to 'draw inspirations and strength from those men
of faith.'

In the course of my study at the School of World Mission
and Institute of Church Growth, Fuller Theological Seminary,
Pasadena I have discovered that what seemed to be growing in
the case of Garo churches has not been really growing. I have

,discussed that point elsewhere in this thesis;'
I do not intend to bring out a systematic events of Hie

churches in the Garo Hills through the years, instead I have
attempted to interpret those sequences of events in the light of
the church growth principles. For example, not who did what,
when and how, but how far a particular programme on projects
has helped or hindered church growth in the Garo Hills. In
true sense, therefore, it is not a history of-the Garo churches but
an interpretation of significant events.

The Methodology.

Personal observation and experience.

By virtue of my responsibility as the General Secretary of
the Qouncil of Baptist Churches in North East India (CBCNEI)
(beginning in 1967 as Associate General Secretary)- I have
been in constant contact with the Garo Baptist churches. The
Garo Baptist Convention is one of the 'constituent bodies of the
CBCNEI. This gives me opportunity to work with the leaders
of the churches in the Garo Hills. From time to time, I make

/
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trips to their sub-centres to observe their programmes and pro-
jects, participate in their annual meetings, and speak at their
conferences. '

The most extensive tour of the Garo Convention that I
made was in 1970 when I visited the centres of all the eight
Krimas except the one which I had already visited earlier. That
trip gave me the widest perspectives about the members and
works of the churches in the interior. At each Krima centre',
I hadthe privilege of meeting with the leaders of the churches.
We discussed together their problems and ongoing projects.
Together we evaluated their successes and failures.' I collected
the latest available data and gained from them immense insights
about the Garos.

, During my study at Fuller, I must confess that I was handi-
capped to a certain extent in my search for more data and mate-
rials connected with my thesis due to difficulties in communica-
tion with North East India. Absence of relevant information
has shortened my thesis. However, on the whole the field has
been fairly well covered.

Sources.
In addition to my personal experiences and data collected

on the spot, I made use of all available resources from the annual
reports of the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society in
America, the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India,
and Newspapers, Magazines and Official Census reports.

Ethnological books written on the Garos, available at the
Research Library of the University of California, Los Angeles,
and books, annual reports and microfilms available at the Me-
AIister Library at the Fuller Theological Seminary and the
American Baptist Seminary of the West, Covina, California
were of immense value. From the Libraries of the First Bap-
tist Church and the Calvary Baptist Church at Pasadena, Cali-
fornia came additional resources.

Through interlibrary loans, i was privileged also to make
use of materials including, microfilms from the Missionary
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Research Library, N.Y:, and the American Baptist Historical
Society, Division of Archives and History, Rochester, New
York.

My own resources as a tribal man (Naga), understanding
hisfellow tribal Garos must not be underestimated.
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