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Preface

This is the fifth volume in the series on A Century of Government
and Politics in North East India. In the preparation of this volume I
received immense help from several persons in several ways. The
present Chief Minister of Assam, Shree Hiteswar Saikia provided me
with free accommodation in the Assam House, New Delhi for a period -

"'of two months and thereby enabled me to consult the material relating

1o Freedom Movement in Assam available in the Jawaharlal Nehru
Museum and Library, Teen Murti, New Delhi. It may be noted that the
Assam Pradesh Congress Committee donated all its records to the
Nehru Library for the promotion of research.

Shree S. Subramanian, I.P.S., Director General of Police, Assam,
was kind enough to permit me to consult the Intelligence Abstract, an ’
indispensable source of information on Freedom Movement in Assam,
published weekly by the Police Department. I found it to be an
interesting document, edited by a competent senior officer on the basis
of information secured from different parts of the Province. It is free
from prejudices and predelictions.

The Home (Political) contains some documents not available in
other places, on freedom movement. I consulted all the documents in
the Home (Political).

The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee office also contains
some documents which I consulted.

Although, T gathered my bricks from many a masons yard, the
design and the construction are my own. The entire work was not read
by any one excepting some 12 pages relating to the role of poetry by
Prof, G.P. Sarma. Therefore, the readers of the book are requested to
offer their comments on views, if any, so that I may incorporate them as
far as possible in the next edition.

There are some books on the subject. But I honestly feel that they
did not do full justice to the subject nor had they clear conception of
they were writing about.

This work is being dedicated to Hon’ble Shree Hiteswar Saikia,
Chief Minister of Assam in admiration and affection.

(Gauhati University V. VENKATA RAD
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A CENTURY OF GOVERNMENT AND
POLITICS IN NORTH-EAST INDIA

VYol. I : ASSAM (1874—1980)
V. VENKATA RAO and NIRU HAZARIKA

The first volume of - this seties emphasizes Assam, which is

dismembered into three states and two union territories just
to satisfy the political aspirations of the tribals. Also the

language issue in 1960 was a reason for the dismemberment

of the state. Besides, the medium of instruction in 1970,
which created bitterness between the Assamese and the
Bengalis, the foreigners issue in 1979-80 and several other
problems in Assam have been delineated in detail.

Vol. Il : MEGHALAYA (1874-1983)
V. VENKATA RAO et al.

In this second volume, the state of Meghalaya has been
discussed from two aspects—geographical and political. Also,
the necessity and function of North Eastern Council, which
has been formed to solve the problem of the co-ordination
of the development programmes: which has been created by
the dismemberment of Assam into five states and two union
territories, have been discussed. Moreover, some other
points have been highlighted.

Yol. 11l : MIZORAM
V. VENKATA RAO et al.

In the beginning of this volume, we find a profile of Mizoram
along with the constitutional development since 1947.
Some other things—the Head of the state, Legislative Parties
etc., have also been discussed.

Vol IV: MANIPUR
V. VENKATA RAO et al. i

V. VENKATA RAOQ

The fifth volume in this series emphasizes the role of Assam
for‘usherlng in the independence of India and the contri-
bution of this part of Indiga in her freedom movement. |t has
discussed about the rise of the middle classes, their inclina-

tion to English education and the gradual
Swadeshi Movement. = growth of
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