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SKETCH

MAP OF WOKHA VILLRGE (1986)
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The present study was undertaken to study
the socio-cultural changes which might have taken
place in the life of the people of Wokha district
as a result of the agricultural development in the
district. The study also makes an attempt to assess
the standard of living of the people. Considering
agricultural development as the main factor promoting
socio-cultural changes in the district, the study was

conducted under the topic "Social and Cultural

Imp;icaﬁidﬂglof Agriculture Development : A Case
Study of two villages in Yokha District®. The village
comaunity here ies considered as a part of the larger
gociety.

Understanding social change has always been a
- challenge to the students of social sciences, how
does it oceur;—whg ;gitiatee changes; what factors

facilitate or hinder change; what are the effects of

[ —

change on structure, functions and values are the

questions faced by the researcher who deals with the



social and cultural changes of a community. These
are valid both at the universalistic and particula-

ristic levels.

So much has < been discusged on social
change that 1t is difficult if not éirtually impossible
to discuss all of itilﬁovever. it is generally accepted
that no‘soeiety is static. But is quite possible that
rate of change in one society may be more or less ae
compared to other societies.

According to,ﬂartindaléZ§6eia1 change is Ry
generally indicative of progress but there are |
differential rates at which the material and non-
matetial aspects of a culture change. The rate of
change in the material spheres is fast and it takes

Place sometimes before the other non-material spheres
1

catch up.
S

ParsonZ?xplaine social change in terms of Rel,.
an equilibriun model. He talks of exogenous and

endogenous factors of change. Exogenous factors are

I. Subrahmanyam, Y.S. Social change in India (An
Andhra Case Study), p.I14.



thoge afising from outside while the endogenous factors
are strains arising within the systen..

According to Radcliffe-Brown social
astructure is the network of social relationships which
.connects different members of a society. But if conflict
arises within the meﬁbera of the‘society and shapesa in
such a way to producé certain changes in the structure,
eociai change is the result.2

Pirth distinguishes between organisational
change and structural changes. Organisational change
does not alter the basic relations between individual
and hence cannot be termedva change in social structure.
Structural change on the contrary occurs when there is
a modification in the basic relationship between
nembers in a society.3 For him the potentials for
social change exist in the expansible character of the
members of the society, the actualities of social
change depend on where the control of resources klies

and on differential responses to the new opportunities.

2. Subrahmanyam, Y.S. Social change in Indial =Z7:
(An Andhra Case Study), p.I5
30 Ibido. poIGo



Hence we find that each of the different
schools of sociological theory have dealt with social
change in diverse ways.

Social change can be prodnct of a number
of factors like 1nnovationa, external and internal
{influences and contact with a different ways of
life culminating in economic grovth. Hence multiple
factors can be responsible for change to occur. Aleo
change in one sphere leads to concomitant changes
in other spheres, that is, if a society has been
subjected to economié change it is found that to a
certain extent it affects the political, cultural

ahd soclal fields as well. This is because all the
‘aspete of social structure are so inierlinked that a
shift in any of them is reflected on the other inter-
related spheres.

_Social change is a complex process and
cannot be understood by any single formula accounting
for change. However, attempte have been made by ‘

scholars dealing with society and social life to explain
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factors responsible for change.

In recent years there has ‘Jbeen a great
deal of interest im studying the life in the villages
of India. There are several reasons for this interest, but
perhaps two are more important., Pirst, is the growth
in the scope of cultural Anthropology and Sociology.4
The second, the Covernment of Indis launched comprehe-
nsive plans for the development of the people im the

v;llages.5

BACKGROUND OF THE GOVERNMENT POLICY OF DEVELOPIRG
PROGRANMMES

The concept of community development programme
in India can be traced back to Gahdhi ané Rabindranath
Tagore. The former started an experiment of rural
development in Sevegram while the latter started a
programne of development fof the people at villages
at Sriniketan. Thesze were integrated approaches for
rural development and their basis was moral. At

Sriniketan, agricultural development received priority

4. Barnabas, A.P. Social change in a North Indian village,
p.I1.
5. Ibid., p.I.



together with the programmes of rural sanitation,
educétion and cooperation. Further the objective of
the Sarvodaya programme initiated by the pre- |
independence Congress ministry in Bombay was to raise
the standard of living oé ;he‘éeople'through the
introduction of improved methods in agriculture,
health facilities and eradication of 1111teracy.

| The Firka Development Programme of
@adras,covernment of India aimed at the attainment
of the Gandhian ideals of "village swaraj" was
another to bring improvement in education, economic,
sanitary and other aspects of village life.

All the schemes of development works
undertaken from timé to time élearly indicate that
rural development during pre- and post—ihdependence
periods was a continuous prddess. The ¢ommun1ty
development programme started in 1952 was an |
evolutidnafy outcome of varioua trials and experiments

carried out for the uplift of_thé rural India during



the post-independent period.

The central objective of planning in
India was td initiate a process of development which
could raise the standard of living and open nev
opportunities for a richer'and varied life. With
these ideas ﬁhe planning commission waé set up in
HBarch 1950.

The commuhity development project
administration was established in 1952, directly
under the planning cgmmieaion. Pifty-five community
projects spread - all over the country were established.

As the programme expanded and attracted
thé™ attention of the Members of Parliament it

became necessary for the administration to have its
| ovn spokeman in the house. Besides, it was decided
to cover the vhole cauntry by'g network of Comnmunity
Development and National Extension Service Block by
the end of Second Pive Years Plan. Thus, the ministry

of Community Development came into existence in the
year 1957.



LAUNCHING OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

The Community.Development programme vas
torm o4 '
first introduced iqABS projects located in different
parts of the country dn October 2, 1952. These |
projects covered 25,264 villages serving the
popuiétion of 16.4 millions. Each project consisted
of 3 development blocks and each development [ 2
block: covered I00 villages. Further each block was
di#idéd into units of five villages and each unit
vag served by a ¥illage Level Worker (VL¥). The main
pufpoae of launching these projects was to know the
reactions of the people and théir difficulties that
would come in the way of the expansion of the
movements. Thé devélopment programnme was to cover all
aspects of rural life, such as development of
agriculture, communication, education, health,
cottage mediﬁm and small-scale industries, hcusing,
social education, cooperative and Panchayat :. |
Obviously, at some statge it Qaa realised

that the development of the rural areas was urgent and



necessary'issue. Government of India was also concerned
to grow more food to meet the requirements of its
huge population. The planning commission's notion was
that the development programme should be expanded by
less extensive scheme of development called Néﬁional
Extepeion Service. Therefore, Hational Extensi&n.Service
Blocks with a provision of 7.5 lakhs of rupees per
bYcek budget for thres years came into existence. To
begin with, 259 blocks were allotted for the year
1953-54. In the National'Extension Service*stage the
emphasis was more on development of agriculture and
allied subjects. In the First Five Year Plan, 1200
Hational Extension Service block were started and it
vas expected that by the end of the Second Pive Year Plan,
the entire country would be covered by National Extension
Service block of which 40 per cent would be community
development blocks. |

In India, main objectivesof the Community
Development Programmes were to provide employment
opportunities, increasing production in the areas of

agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries etc.

“:.»
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and the establishment of cottage and subsidiary
industries. Secondly, it was to be a programme which

¥ill promote self-reliance and cooperations.

STRUCTURAL ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTION OF THE RURAL
DEVELOCPMENT PROGRAMME IN NAGALAND: '

Rural development in Nagaland is divided into
three district zones. The first zone covers Kohima and
Phek dist;icts including the sub-division such as
Dimapur and Péren; It includes seven blocks, e.g. two
blocks in Phek district and four blocks in Kohima
district. The second zone covers three distficts like
mokokchung; Wokha and Zunheboto. It also includes seven
blocks, e.g. three blocks in Hokokchung district, and two
vach ‘in Wokha and Zunheboto districts respectively. The
thifd zone covers two districts of Tuensang and #on
including one sub-division, e.g. Kephire in Tuemsang
district. Mon district has two blocks. Mon district is
consideyed as one of the most backward areas in terms of

development in the State.
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The implementation of the rural development

programme in Nagaland, at the state level is headed by

" the Minister of Rural Development as Chairman and
Commissioner as secretary, rural development department
as member secretary. A representative of the Mipistry

of :&x=g;l;§}g& Rural Development, Government of India is
also a mémﬁer in ihe state iével Coordination Committee.
Other members includes Membefs of Parliament, M.L.A. and
senior officiais of various developaent departments. 

At the district levél it is headed by*tﬁe Deputy
Commissioner of the district. Other committee members
include. M.L.A.'s, chairman of Area Council and Bank
repreaentatives; This programme is Qf/handledby'the
district planning board.

The implementation of the Rural Development
Programme at sub-divisional level is headed by the
Additional beputy Commissioner. It has also , ’ representativ-
-eg like M.L.A., chéirman of Area Council and Bank represe-
ntatives.

At the block level, a block level advisory board

is nov formed. The Block Development Officers, Extension
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Officer and Village ¥€velz Vorker are the people who
execute the programmes at the block level.

The implementation of the Rural»Development
Programme at the village level is carried out by the
Village Develoément‘Board in their respective villages
on priority basis.

Once a year in each district and sub-division
headquétér trainings are given to the Village Development
Board @kcrétary, Village Council Chairman, Area Council
Chairman and to all the officers of district developn-~
ental departments. Beside these, departmental personals
. were Bent for various training programmes organised by
the National Institute of Rural Development, North-Eastern
Regibn of India, Indian Council of Social Sciences
Research, Indian Institute of Public Administration,
Administrative Training Institute, Negaland, Kohima etc.
Such training facilitates them to cope with the new
programmeé and its methods introduced by the Ministry of
Rural Déﬁelopment from time to time. In order to being
coordination in the work of different . ! establishments

the conferences of Block De&elopment Offiéers and Extension
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officers are held once in every two months.

A

"THODOLOGICAL PROCEDURE

This -is a study of sccial and cultural
consequences 0f agriculture development in Wokha district.
Iaitially data was coileoted with reolevance -to the topic
of regearch and vas fé;lowed by ﬁnalyaie and interpre-
tation. Here an attempt has been azade to desoribe briefly

the methocdological procedure adopted during the field

research.

SELECTION OF¥ THE VILLAGE

Two villages vere selected, one where the
practise of jhum cultivation was still in vogue and the
other where the modern agricultural technology has been
introduced. The advantages from the choice of these two
villages namely Yokha village énd_xoio village vere as
follovs:

J. Here the assumption was that in the village
where modern agricultural technology ‘has not been
introduced would reflect the situation as might have

existed in the village before the introduction of new
technology. |
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vé: This study allows us to see thendifference
betveen traditional method of agricultural activity and
the moaern and what impact it has made on the life of the
people, | |

3. The study would serve as a basis for an
evaluation of the effectivehess of the Rural Deve10pment

Progranne,

SELECTION OF SAMPLE

The full census of population and landholding
of all households in the village was taken. Thus the first
enquir& completely covered the viliage universe.

Then, out of the tbtal households of 402,
rahdoﬁly 200 households wére seleoted for Wokha village.
For Koio village a sample of 91 householdé vas selected
out of 146 households. In both the villages samples were
selected not less thﬁn 30 households from every eectorg"
(khuls)«'The sample was further selected in such a way

of '
that it should consist%\all,the different economic

categories of the people. Thus the sample of both the

éillages represents the farmers, govqrngggﬁ_ggrvants and

the businessmen.



TO0LS_OF DATA COLLECTION

Being a Lotha and a native of Wokha Town I did
not face any serious difficulty and ' discomfort during
my short field trip. The two villageswere just a few
kilometres away fromﬂihe main town. Wokha village was
just i} km. while the Koio village was 12 kms away from
thes main town. Since the two selected villages were
both within my reach and 1 ﬁés familiar with this it took
me three to four months to collect the required data.

| Before the schedules were administered initial
contact was made just to get acquaintance with the pezople
and inform them about the purpose of the study and
interviews. Some indication of the type of questions
included in the schedules were also given to the people.
These peeliminary procedures contributed in obtaining an
appropriate entry and contadt with the villagers.

A set 'of two schedules were designed. The firmt

schedule was prepared to interview the villagers in

general wvhile the second schedule was prepared to collect

data for the Village Court from the Village Council (V.C.).
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The schedules had mostly "open-end” questions.
1t was designed like this so that variety of responses
could be obtained. The following headings vere included
in the schedules: name, clan, age, education, occupation,
marital status, rules of marriage, income, landholding,
family propertiéa, wvages of different ococupations and
implements used in various economic activities.
The schedules were all printed in English.

This was done because a large number of people of
villagers were literate. It was supplemented by other
observational techniques. Around three to four months
voere spent in the two selected villages, the people were
carefully observed and notéd. The observational techniques
helped to get a better understanding of the data collected
through interviews.

| Apart from the schedules and observations much
information was received through casual conversation. In
order id get the historical background of the village some
of the elderly people Gere contacted. Information regarding
village administration and'courts vere obtained from the
Village Council chairman. The interview was conducted where
individuals were available: in home,Ain field and at places

of work.



-
gome difficulties arose during conducting the
schedules and interviews. 1t was difficult to meet most
'of‘the villagers>dﬁring the day time at home since they
were all engaged in théir daily activities. Therefore
the best time for cbntacting these people was seither
early in the morning or late in the evening. Also it was
often felt that some of the villagers would not answere
the questions if the answvere weremwritten down. They
usuall; became suspicious because there wvas some idea.
among the people that thé Governzment would impose extra
‘taxes if they give detailg of their»belongingé._
Hovever, inspite of some initisl difficulties
in conducting schedules and interviews, the data
coilected through different field techniques proved to

be both successful and .useful.

OO o 0o ro vesseoe
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CHAPTER ~ 1
THE LAND

1. LOCATION AHD AREA

The Lotha Hlaga is one of the major tribes
in Hagaland. Wokha, the disprict headquater is situated
on the‘uestern part of Hagéland and adjoining the
Sibsagar plains of Assem State on the west. The district
is intervepted at the heart by latitude 26°8' N and
longitude 94°I8' E. The area is not yet known but is
about one-third of the former Mokokchung district which
vas 3852 sq.km. Therefb:e, Yokha district will be about
1300 eq.km; The district is surrounded by the area
inhabited by the Nagas in the north, Sema Nagas in the
east, Rengma Nagas in the south and the Hssam state in
the west. There are more than 9% villagea within the
Wokha district. Almost all the villages are situated on
the top of the hills. The two important factors taken
into consideration for a locating a site for settlement
‘are, one from the Naga point of view it must be easily

defensible from enemy, second it should be located near

a spring.
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2. RANGES

The YWokha district consists of three ranges.
-wbkha range falls in the upper area of the district
1ying in the western and northern.ﬁarte of the district.
It is also called upper range. It is along the chain
of ranges and has emérged from Rengma area in the
Kohima district. ¥Wokha the district headquater is situated
in the middle part of this range.

The Sanis range is also called Ffiddle range.

This middle Mrange i alsolappear to have ﬁerged up with
the Changkikong range on the north in the lokochung
district.

Bhandari range is ihe outer range which is also
called Lowver range. It.is a prolongsd chain going
northwardly up to Japukong range in the Mokokchung
district. In the south-western side, the range gradually
glopes down the plain of Assam.

3. HMOUNIAIN
The 'mythological mountain called Tiyi-elong
is the highest peak ir Wokha district. Wokha, the district

headqQuater is situated at the foot of this mountain. The
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altitude of this peak is 1,969.61 m. This peak iw

is believed to be a place of the deceased ancestors of
the tribes like Lothas, Semas and Aos. On its sumnit,

it ie said, lies a fine and mysteriocus fruit garden. The
summit of the peak is thickly wooded with an evergreen
vegetation. The lower portion of the hills have been

deforested owing to the practice of jhum cultivation.

4. VALLRY
There are many valleys in the district due to
the steep character on the hills. The valleye near the
Assan plains are‘found useful for iE)terrace cultivation.
The most important of them are Baghty valley and Jurang
valley. The Baghty valley is comﬁaratively big and the
land 18 fertile. It adjoiné the plains of Assam state.

The Jurang valley lies in Akok and Mekokla village area.

5. RIVER
The Doyang river is the biggest and largeat and

most important river in the district. It flows from the

weatern paft to the southern part of the dietrict and

then finally falls in the Dhansiri river. Many of the
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hill streams from other districts fallwx into the Doyang
river. In the valleye along the Doyang river the modern
gyatem of cultivation like terrace cultivation is being
carried out successfully, especially in two particular
areas near Pangti village called "Pofu-hayi" and
"Isentail-hayi”. The;Jube is the second largest river
in the district. It flows southward froa Mokokchung
district and joins D;yang south of Pangti village in
this district, Hzhu is another ifaportant river in this
districs. This rivef rises from'the Herhema area in the

Kohima district anf flows through Miphong village in

‘the Rengma territory} This river covere the whole south-

eastern pércion of the district. This river is also one
of the most important tributaries of Doyang river. .
However, no river of this district is
navigable in any season. In dry season they become
almost dry and in rainy season they become torrential.
Horeover due to the rocky nature of the terrain and

deep villages rnavigation is not possible.

6. MINEHRAL WEALTH
Petroleum is found in the Changpang Oilfield
of Yokha district. A muzber of petroleun wells has been



discovered by the ONGC at Changpang area. Coal deposits
has been located in different places such as Leo-longidang
and Yangpha of wokhg’dietrict. Some amount of the clay
deposits are also fo;nd in this district. Sandstone
suitable for road and metal also occur in abundance in

>

the distriot.

Wokha district enjoys monsoon types of climate
with a difference. ¥Winters are cold, but the summers
are warn. In winter night temperature comes down to
4%¢ to 2°C n December, January and Pebruary vhich are
the cold est months of the year. During the hottest part
of the year (July and August), the temperatures is in
the range of 27°¢ to 32°C.

Rainfall in the diastrict is on the average
2000 om(80") and 1t falls from about gix months of the
year with greatest concentration in July and August.

FPebruary and March are the windiest month in
the year. This time high wind blows almost throughout
the day and night. The é&nd generally blows from south-
vest and at times its velocity rises upto I00 km per hour.

But towards the end of the ﬁar&h the wind dies out. The
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monsoon sets in from the month of June. South-west monsoon
gets in the middle of June and the same continues upto the
middle of 3Jeptember. Buring the suamer season the average
‘relative humidity is 85% which goes soumetimes upto 95%

to 100% and as such is very damp in thié district

during mongoon season.

July is the hottest month but dus to heavy
rain it is not very hot. The pleasant season starte from
the month of October. Then the winter sets im by November.
From December to February are the coldest month of the

year.

8. VEGETATIOR

The average altitude of the Wokha district is
I200m. The VWokha district consists of both deciduous
and evergrecn forests. Most of the trees are deciduous.
They shed their leaves from November onvards and growe
again in ¥arch. But some trees do not shed all their
leaves and thus keep green forever.

In the lower altitude the trees are more
evergreen then deciduous. Thus we can say that the

district consist of the following kinda of forest:
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(I) Evergreen upto theraltitude of I0O00m and (2) Hixed

deciducus and evergreen from above I000m.

Beside these vegetation the district is rich

in a collection of varied and rare orchids and other

species of flora in the jungle which bloom on all the

seasons of the year.

Harious sprecies of trees are found in this

distrioct. Some of the important trees and their uses are

given below:

I. Champa (HMichelie gchampa)

2. Bonsum(Ploebe goalpareasis)

3. Amari(Amoora wallichii)

4. Simul (Bombax ceiba)

used for plywood,
furniture making,
house construction,
planks, doors and
vwindows.

mostly used for buil-
ding constructions &
bridges.

used for construction,
furniture,doors,
windows,veaving indu~
stry and pencil slit.
used f6r plywood,
nateh boxes,match
spliht, ceiling etc.



S. Sam(Artocarpers.chaplasha)

6. Ganari{Gamilina arborea)

7. An (Hegnifera indica)

8. Hollomk(Ierminsha myriocarpa)

9. Gagra(Shima wallichi)

- 10, Yalnut(Cuglans regia)

I1I. Jamilk(Syzygeum cumini)

I2. Urium(Bischofia javanica)

nd
A

used for building
construction,carpentry
work.

used for carpentry,
boat making and post.

plyvocd, packing boxes,
match boxes, cheap

furnitures.

- uged for building

construction, furnitures,
doors,vindowg,post &
beans.

recently used for plyw-

".ood, alsc for post and

pencil slit.
used »for making gumboot

" ornamental,furniture,

pencil slit.
used for building and
agricultural implements.

uged for all sorts of
constructions, boat
building, railway

sleepers ete.

I3. Bagipoma{Chikrasaia tabularig)-used for construction of

14. Koroi(Albizyia procerra)

cheap furnitures.

- used for paper pulp,

sugarcane crushers,rice

pounder,vheels,agricu~
ltural,electric post.



15. Owtenga(Dillenia indica) - uged for poles.
I6. Khokan(Duabaga sonneratioles)- used for plywood.

17. Jia Poma{Lannea coromandelica)- uced for ordinary
| purposeses, timber
nostly.

18, Terminialla@cetrina(Helskg) - used Gbr furniture,
carts, agricultural

implements,house
buildings.

9. PAUNA

The district of Wokha has the sub-Himalayan,
Indian, Chinese and Burmese typeg of fauna and tnereforé
it is as ouch varied. ¥ild elephants are found in lowver
range of the distriot at the foothills but elephants
are not domesticated for any yuréosea of transport.
Tiger has ite lair in the dense jungles. The deer family
comprisea the barking deer, sambar and gerow. The monkey
and jackal are also found but sparsely distributed.
Other apecies comprises wild mifhun, vild buffaloes, wild
pige, wild bears, wild doge, aquirsels, bats, musk-rats et«
Among the reptiles mostly found are vipers, kraita;

rat-snakes, grass-snakes,cobra,lizards,” pythona etc.



The lower région of hills have very few birds
and fowls but the best spscies are found in the higher
altitude which include patridgé: nightjar, warbler,
robin, quail, wood-pecker, horn-bill, pheasent,’ swift,
hawk, orow etc. Bven:the lower hills are a homes of
mynah, cuckoo, sparrow, (> sun-bird,parrot, parakeet and

other colourful wrens.

IHE PECPLE

I. ORIGIN & MIGRATIOR

The early history of the Nagasis obscure, so
also of the Lothas. The early history can be coneﬁruoted
mainly on the basis of the oral tradition collected from-
different villages.

The problem of the ultimate origin and
composition of the Naga tribes atill awaits solution.
There are various traditions as to how the preseat tribes
of Naga migrated to the present situation. One of the
traditions states that the Nagas and the plainsmen
(Assamese) were once one people who migrated from a

place called lLengka somewhere north or north-west of the



Naga hills, the exact site being unknown. They soon
split up into two bodies, one of which became the
plains men of the Brahmaputra Valley and the other the
Nagas of the hills, This tradition is not the commonest.

Another tradition says that the Angamis,
Rengmas, Semas, Lothas and Aos migrated to their present
habitat. These tribes maintain that their paternal
ancestors were brothers of the same parents.

The first to set off, according to tradition,
wvas the Aos who, the story says, vent out of northvard
trail as far as Mokokchung (but the Aos have a seperate
tradition of their ancestors emerged from the Longtrok).
Next cams the Lothas. They were followed by the Semas
who vwere in turn follo&ed by the Rengmas. The Angamis and
Chakesang tribes were the last to come and they settled
in the adjoining Mao area.

Yot another tradition gays that the common
ancestors of the Lothas, southern Sangtams, Semas and
Rengmas came from somewhere near Mao. The first to split
off were the Sangtams. From the Mao the ancstors of the
Lotha moved toward a place called Phitson-long where they

halted. There they used a stone for basking paddy. It is



said that the paddy so basked over this stone became
double at sunset when the household came to collect the
paddy. Other tridbes such as the Angami and Mao also have

a similar tradition of magic stone at Khezakenoma in Hao
area. Aoccopding to tradition they moved from Phitson-long
to Rerang ( somwizhere' in Mao Area) whore they halted

agdin. Later on they left Mao area and travelled along
the foot of the Japfu mountain and slowly migrated towards :
Kohima. On their north trail, they halted at Khayima (the
present Kohima). At this place, the Lothae vere many in
number, They werd so many in number that the Chief could
not enumerate them and so called as Khayima which is in
Lotha means uncountable. Prom there the tribe reached the

neighbourhood of Lozema, where the Semas are said to have

split off. Thence the Lothas moved slowly om till they
reach the hill known as Honoho-yonton (Fowl-throat-cutting-
village). At this point the Rengmas split off and occupied
the presgent territory, while the Lothas pressé on till they
settled at a huge village called Tiyilonzchum. So vast was

the crovd of warriors that at feast and "Cennas" there

was never enough Soko (rise-beer) to go round. So thay
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began to split up the crowd and founded villages. Also
ancther reascn of abandoning this village waa due to
scarcity of water in the area. That way the Lothas had
travelled and finally settled down in their present area.
2. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Loth%§ like other Haga tribes, have
Mongoloid features, In skin colour, it varies from light
to medium brown, the inhabitants of the lov ranges
tnding to be darker than those of high villages. Hajority
~of the Lothas have high nose, obligue eyes and straight
hairs having no beard. They are generally slim and
moderately tall and women as usual are a little shorter
then their male counterpart. Though all the Nagas have
Hongoldid features there are differences in minute debails
betveen one and the other tribes. The difference 18.50
explicit that the people of ong tribe cangeéeiiy bé
distinguishéd from others by*%ﬁ%'faoial appearances and

phyesical structure, not to speak of drese and language.

3. DEVOGRAZHY
The Lotha population showed a downward trend
before 1940. In 1941 they numbered 22,000 dbut dwindled to
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18,000 in §931. In 1951 their numbers again rose to
22,392 with 11,102 males and 11,250 females. In IS6I,

they numbered 26,327 and in I97I it wae 36,000. Pinally

- in 1981 & it became more. than 57,583, It may be noted here
that the Lotha population and the yopulation of HWokha
district are notu;ame because other people also 1live in
this district beeides the Lothas, as weoell as some Lothas
live outside the district. Detaile-of the present
population of this district is not yet available. However,
on the basis of I98I census the total population of this
district is 57,583,

4. LANGUAGE

The Lothas have got only one language which is
called Kyongyi by themselves. Unlike Aos in the adjoining
Mokokchung district the Lothas are not having any
difference in Lotha betwveen upper and lower Lothas except
some slight difference in accent.

Nagamese, a form of broken Assamese which is
used in other districts of Nagaland is used here also
as a mediun of empreszion and also as a means of

coonunication between the Lothas and non-Lothas speaking
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psople in the diatrict. Nowadasys droken Hindl iz also
commonly used in the district. English, the official
language of the 3tate of Nagalanéjkia () generally used
among the educated people.

The Lothag, .Aoe, Semas believe to have
possessed in the pae? a8 Nage escript which is esaid to
have been vritten on dried skin of an enimal and 3 1%
was carried by'their forefathers during migraﬁion
through the Pathal ranges(Patkai Burma). But as the
script was not kept under proper custody,atime came
vhen it waa eaten up by a dog. Uafortunately owing to the
loss of memory, the “scripf cculd not be written again.
Bowever..ib vas towards $he end of tho I9th ventury that
the Lotha languége was reduced to writting in the Roman
script. , _

| According to different philologists the
languagé and dialects of the Naga belong to the Tideto-
Burman and not to the Siamese-Chinese or the Sino-Tibeto
language sjoken by the Fhaikials, Khamtis and a feow |

Ahoms or Tibeto-Chinese speech family.

5. SOCIETY
Being the fundamental basis of socimty, the
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Lotha family compriaes of father, mother, sons and
daughters living together in the same house. Among then
father is the head of the family who performes certain
pelitical, gocial and religious duties.

A son sets up a seperate fanily aftor gettiing
parried whereaa daughter goes to another clan Ci::fjleaving
her original clan on'marriage. The clan conprises of a
group of consanguineous families descended frbm a common
ancestor by whose name the clam is knovﬁ.

Dormitory or Chumpho is considered to be an
important educational, political and social institution
nainly for the unmarried men. All the unmarried boys in
the villege, gay from seven to eight years onwvards till
they marry and set up théir ovn houses, sleep .in the
" bachelor's dormitory.

The Lothas consider marriage as a vital
inptitution of the society. Through marriage legitimate
children are obtained whieh contridutes to the
continuation of soecial unit. The boys and girls have
& considerable freedom in choosing their lifelong
partners. Marriage within the same clan is atriétly

forbidden.



CHAPTER ~ 11

ECOHOMIC ORGAHISATION AND CHARGE

In the last century Nagaland was only a district
of Assam known as Naga Hills Distrioct. Though a distriot
of Assam, Naga Hills ‘remained in isolation from the
redtof the ocoundry. Several factors, namel&, lack of
modern facilities, road communication, people‘'s fear for
exploitation by outsiders and also due to perpetual
head-hunting raids carried out among themselves |
attributed to this isolation. On account of the isclation
the area remained unaffected by the economic development
taking place in the neighbouring areas.

The YWokha distrioct lies in the western part of
Nagaland bordering the plain of Assam. Therefore, even
when the whole of the then Naga Hillo remained 4in
isolation, some people of this area carried on trade on
barter system with the people in the plains exchanging
their producﬁe_auch as ginger, chilly, cotton and maize
etc. for clothes, salt, agricultural icplements and

utensils eto. However, this exchange was not considered



eignificant as the people were more or less self-sufficient
and if they were at all depended on the markets of the

plains it vas mainly for the salt. But nowadays on account

of the development process and modernisaticn the gtandard/
of\}iying of the people in the iegton hag gone up. I
Therefore the economic trends of the country greatly
affects this area also.

The econonic condition of the Wokha district
in @eneral, the Koio and Wokha villages in particular,
'has changed significantly during the last few years.
There has been considerable change in the life style of
the people giving avay 0ld habits and customs ylelding
to the new things of modern influence. The impact of
agricultural development on econcmic conditions of these
people will be considered under the following eight
categories: (1) occupation (11) source of income
(111) agricultural programmes and their implementation
(iv) iaoprovement in different economic implements (v) land
holding (vi) enimal husbandry (vii) wages of differeit
econonmic dccupation and (vitii) standard of living.
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I. OCCUPATION

In the past generation people solely
depended on agrtculeurag for‘their livelihood. There was
no cther means to adopt for théir sustenance. One had to
devote most of his time and e ffort on agricultural
activities througho&% the years. Service under government
had [ 11ttle attraction for him. Even if he took a job
he often threw it up after a year or two and seid he
would rather go back to his nﬁtive village and cultivate
his land. This shows that how thease people had keam
interest in agricultural activities rather than government
services. Every family)?)had to put'r\an efforts in
agricultural activities as it was the main source of
their subsistence. Larger a plot a family is abdble teo
cultivate the more a prosperous richer that family be.
The result of this was that few pecple could be spared

for some works otheq&han agriculture. Even if a person

d1d ongage himself in any other work he considered it as
8 subsidiary ococupation. {3 But now things have changed.
' In both Yokha and Koio villages a number

of poople have changed their occupations. Yet the majority



of the people still engage themselves in agr;oultural
activities. For example, in Wokha out of 402 households,
127 households practice jhum cultivation and 25 households
practice terrace cultivation. In Koio out of I46 households
only 4 ;' households are engaged in terrace cultivation

and 94 householda are still engaged in jhum cultivation.
This: indicates that'the poople in general are cultivators,
.but there are some people, who besides cultivation

engage theumselves in other vooébione like blackgsmitgg
contract work, carpentry, bambooc and cane works etc. as
subsidiary.

"A period of rapid agricultural growth in
swall developing economies is usually followed by the
establishment of service facilitiee".I Nowadays many
young people are coming up and éény of thea get
employment, specially in Wokha village. There are
all together 119 Govefnment employeéa from the Wokha
village: 29 4in pclice service who stay outside the
village, I5 school teachers, 2 compounders{méical)
and 73 in miscellaneous Goveranment jobs such as clerks,
drivers, peons and chowkidars in different offices.

However, in Koio village out of 57 Government employees,

I. Epstein, T.8. South India,Yesterday,Today and Tomorrow,
p. I1I.
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5 are scﬁool teachers, 24 are in police service, 1 comp-
ounder, 1 postman and the rest are peons and chowkidars
in different offices.

o Besides the Government employees, there are
some otheriﬁeople also who are engaged in shop-keeping
and other occupations such as (> blacksmith, contract
work and carpentry. _

In YWokha village 4 shops have come up by the
road side. These shops were generally rum by those
villagers who do:" ! both cultivation and businesse
simultaneously. These shops mostly deal in goods of
domestic requirements such as staple grains, mustard oil,
8al, salt, socaps, dry fishes as well as sundries like
country cigarettes, cigarettes, matches and candles. But
there is no ghop as such in Keio village. Only two small
shops hav::Z;tup recently. They sell cnly things like
cigarettes, matches, candles, 8oaps, sweete and betel-nuts
with leaves. The greater number of shops in the villages
?4s one visible sign of increased wealth of both villages.

There are also some people who are living

on other ocoupations, besides agriculture such as black-
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saithy, contract wérk, carpentry, masonfy and labour.

For instance, there are 4 blackamiths, 5 coantractors,

$ carpenters, 8 masons and 5 labourers in WYokha village

vho earn pain income for their families. Yhile in koio
village there are 5 blacksmiths, 3 contractors, $ carpeaters,
4 nasons and 3 labourers who eara daily vages besides

their agricultural activities.

Those people who could not pursue higher
studies or are schocl-left-outs and {drops-outs usually
Join police service or become automobile drivers. Ia
Koio village 24 are im policé service vho stay outside
the village and 3 youngmen are driver as against 29
pdliceman and 7 drivers in Wokha village.

Nany women engage themselves in weaving and
knitting as profession, and a number of thed are serving
as school teachers and clerks in different offices in
Yokha village, these are signs of chanée ;n reapect of
women's role. A few years back there was not a single
voman in Wekha or Koio who would go for a jot. But now a
number of them choose a carser for themselves.

However, a number of them have so far not gone for
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a job in Koio village.

2. S80URCES OF INCOME

The total population of Yokha district
according to 1981 Ceneus is 55,271. The population of
Yokha village is 1767 while Koio village has 822 people.
Out of the total population in ¥Wokha village about 91.5I%
of the people depend on agriculture for their livelihood
and the rest are either in gdvermment service, business
or contract jobs. In Kotlo village 90.63% are cultivators
and the rest are in government services and buasiness.
Therefore the main source of income of the people in
both villagée i3 agriculture. But these days more and
more people are being attracted towards other occupations
besidea the agriculture. As a result majority of the
pedple are now depending on a combination of more than
a single {_ . _Tsource of income. The pattern is that
during the agricultural season, people engage themselves
in agriocultural work. But during agricultura}l off-season
nany of thenm engagé themselves in other occupations,
Even those people who are in service and are posted in

the villages aleo engage themselves in sgriculture or
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other business. The main interest is to earn some cash
which also clearly indicates that the economy has

radically changed from barter to cash.

3. AGRICULIURAL PROGRAMMES & THEIR IMPLEMENTATION

As statéd earlier previously people were
dependent solely on %ériculture. But now the situation
has changed considerably both: in respect of agriculture
and other means of livelihood. In the field of agriculture
'a number of development measures have been adopted in the
district. Practically nothing or very little was done
before independence to introduce any significant change
in respect of agriculture. Around the time vhah British
administration was about to come to a close, a few
Gemonstration plote were made in the district but there
vas no much progreae.eonly after the formation of the
Interim government, the Directorate of Agriculture at the
stste level came into being. At the time when w°khé vas
made a sub-division under the Hokokchung district, 1t
had only one Extension Officer at Wokha. But after Wokha
vas made into a district one District Agricultural Officer

2. Ghosh, B.B. Wokha District Gagetteer,Nagdland,p.73.
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has been posted there. He loocks after the nseds of the
farmers by supplying improved seeds, fertilizers etc.
He also recommends financial assistance for opening new
terrace field and farms. He helps the peasants by
providing demonstration to improve farming on modern
‘method :
Hence motable effortz have been made by the
adniniatration to encourage terrace cultivation in the
distriet, which necessiates constructions of irrigation
phannels. The administration has, therefore offered to
extend assistance to farmers at the rate of 50 per cent
of the expenditure. More over technical adf¥ice is given
by demonstration $o ensure a successful undertaking.
Heny farmers, particularly of the VWokha village area
have utilised such help and have made torrace fislds.

Another measure is the distribution of fertilisers
such as ammonia sulphate, super phoaphate, urea of potash
and bone-mealate to the villagers for use to incfease the
output of crops. Proper demonstration are done so that
offective use of such fertilizers.

Inseets and‘péets cause some damage to plantation

from time to time. The people foruerly used traditional
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remedies ‘against pests by performing sacrifices and
gfferinélpr&yere to.the spirite. But now, particularly
among the Christians, such practices has besn.’ abandoned.
Novw people utilise the services of the agricultural
dapartmént and use scientific chemical remedies such as
a@monié gammexane, DDT powder, nicotine sulphate ete,
vhich have been found to be very effective.
_ Demonatr§tion has been done on the use of
improved seeds of potato, vegetable, paddy, hybrid maize
geed and sugar cane cutting etc. Other seeds, seedlings
and crops such as orange seedlings, pineapple, plun,
pear etc. have also been introduced on 50% subsidy basis.
Hybrid seeds of vheat, maize, paddy are also distributed.
Fruits cultiyatiens ie deing encquraged and reviewed in
‘Wokha distriot. Government of Nagaland is paying Rs.2500/-
in cash and kind per hectare for orchard plantation.
Agricultural léane is algso extended to the
farmers who show good resulte. It was also proposed to
the farmers on 50% subeidy basis for draft animals for

cultivation in the plain area where ploughing is
possible. However owing to the sloping land no farmer
could use draft animal for ploughing and hence was not

eligible for the loasn
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The administration has been encouraging local
farmers to adopt new tools and implements in order to
improve the farming operations such tools are sold to
the farmers on 50% subsidy. Manynfarmers particularly of

Wokha village area héﬁe made use of such schemes

4. IMPLEMENTS

Formerly people used traditional agricultural
implements. Even at the beginning of this century, irom
impiementa were rare, but now most of the farmers use iron
agrioultural implements in both villages thesé days.
A 1ist of agricultural implements used by the people
in the two villages is given below:

danlements Haterials ebtained Lrom

Dao (Lepak) iron blade self-made
with bamboo
handle.

Axe(Opvu) iron with market
wooden handle.

Hoe(Chokchu) iron with market
wooden handle.

Scraper( Ehe) iron with bamboo self made
handle.

Sickle(Vekhvuro) iron with cane market
handl €,

Mat(Ophuk) bamboo strips gelf-nade
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¥innowing(Hvuro) bamboo stripes self-nade
Bagket(Phari,Ckhyak,
Khungro) Bamboo stripes self-made

Hoter & Pestle
(Tsumpho & Wenki) heavy log self-nade

Daoc is the most important of all the implement.
It is a life long companion for an ordinary villager
because vhereever he goes either to the field or to the
forest or t0 a friend, he carries his dao. It is an all-!
purpose implement because with it the Jungle is cleared,
the branches of jhum trees are slashed, the medium-sige
trees felled. Loté of other works are also done Qy it,
such as slaughtering animals and dressing thea up and
cutting vegetables.

Axe is used meinly for felling :i.:;bigger
trees and meking fire wood from heavy logs. With 1t
they make Zgumpho(motar). Formerly, all the works which
are nov done by the axe were done by dao. It is a tool
which did not exist earlier among the Lothas. Likewise

epade, is 2lgo not a traditional implement in th;s area,
but is found to be useful for tilling the fields. For
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earth cutting the spade is most convenient.

Hoé 1s used more for tilling Jhum field. It
is also used for veeding. It is more used than spade in
Jhum cultivation. ¥hen the plants are grown, scraper is
used to veed out the unwanted grasses. Wéaxng is done
two or three bimes in the (7 jhum field with the help of
socraper.

Siekle-ia used only vhen the paddy is ripened
and 18 used to reap it. The Lotha sickle is of Assam
type, that ie, almost straight with curved end.:

Mat 4s made of Dbamboo slit-stripes and'is
used in the field to thrash the paddy. It is also used
for drying any other thing.

WinnowingAfan is used to winnow the paddy ané
rice. 1t is made of bamboo stripes(slited). I% is (g round
in shape or rectangular vith rounded corners.

The basket is called Okhung or Phari. It is also
B e multipurpose item like dao. It 18 used for carrying
paddy, vegetables, firewocod and vgter cans otc. Another

basket is called Okyak. It is generally used during
harvest time for bringing the paddy home from the field.



Paddy is husked in morter called Tsumpho.
It is made of solid log. The morter may have several
holes. Generally big morters are found in the house of
thq_Chief or some other richmen. Paddy is put in the
morter and pounded by the pestle or Henki.

. LAND HOLDING i
] Among the Lothés a piece of land is

eultivéted for two,years and then $8% is left Wallow,

for qpériod varying from four to fifteen years. However,

if a person is short of land he obﬁiouely'has to cultivate

each piece at shorter inteévalé. A large proportion of

the land is clan land (Yopan-1i), which is held in common

by all mémbere of that particular clan in the village.

Por inetanoe. in Yokha village the ¢lan land is more than

the private land for every Mhitso (kindred) wmust have

. Hotgu-riu li(clan land). A man who leaves a village logses
right to clan land in the village. Bvery year the members
of the clan meet and apportion out the lend which each ie
to cultivate that year. The senior men getting bigger
share. 8trohgly enough this delicate dperation never

seemns t0 result in a quarrel. 2trictly speaking a man may
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not sell land which{he, has inherited. When direct
heirs fail to make use of the land.the lanAPecomes clan
land. ¥Yhen the land becomes ¢lan land theorétieally no
one can ever buy or aell it., From time to time, when
the amount of clan land becomes unweildy the clan meets
and dividee‘a certain portion of it u§ amnong the
members who then become private ownerse of the land thus
given to them. However, a man who is short of Kye-11i
(private land) may ocultivate. othérs land for a period
of one or two years onm rent basis,

Land is the basis of Wokha!s economy because
most of the inhabitants derive the major part of their
incomes from the cultivation of land. Prior to agricultural
deyelopmant in the district the Wokha village economy |
vas predominantly subsistence: household prodtaced most

of their own needs. But with the introduction of
agricultural development in the district Wokha's econony

has began to change. People no longer préduce the major
part of gocds they consume but begah to grov more cash
ocrops. With the cah earned from such cultivation they

buy the things of their needs. The cultivation of cash
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crops brought Hokha's economy to mgrkét. Farmers sells
vegetables in the market and there they purchase their
groceries, clothes and nouscholds articles. However, the
égriéultural development in the Gistrict has not yet
much agffevted the Koio's éboﬁomy..fhe village weonouy is
basically subsistence. They produce most of vhat they
congume.

Prior to agricultural fdevelopaent in the
district the price of land was fairly uaifora in botd
Wokha and Koio villages. Before the intréducticn of
agricultural wvdevelopment programmes the price of land
vas between Re.5C0.00 to Rs.,I000.00 per acres. By conirast,
in Yokha village the price has nov gone up to Ra,4000.00
to Rs.6000.C0 per acre while in Kdio village, the price
is around 33.3080;00 to Re.4000,00 peracre. Land grices
in both the villages have been steady during the last
few years but as agriculturai'development began to spread
to these lands, particularly to Yokha village land,
prices began to risge rapidly.

6. Adliis HUSBadapY

- Unfortunately the people of these two villages

Nave not yet turned their attention towards the scientific
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method of animal husbandry, most probably because there
are other more lucrative ecconomic fields of attention such
as contract work and supply work, besides the agricultural
activities. However, though not scientifically done, evéry
household: has got some domesticated animals mainly for
home consumption.

Pormerly, quite a few families could hardly
keep pigs and fowls for home consumption purposes. But
nany families are now keeping cows, fowls, ducke and pigs.
Some people rear goats and sheeps but such practice is not
common to all the villagers. They are re#red mainly for its
meat.

The introduction of agricultural development
in the district has enabled them to have more spare time
to attend to the domesticated animals. Formerly the
villagers gave most of their attention towards agricultural
activities. But now both in Yokha and Kecio people have
started keeping all kinds of domesticated animals such as

]
cows, pigs, fowls, goats and sheeps, both for home

consumption and for market.



The animals reared for maerket are mostly pigs and cows.
Bowever, it is only in Wokha village alone the animals
gfor‘commerciel purposes are reared. Pigs are reared for
both breeding and meat but piglets are usually reared
for commercial purposes. Formerly cows were also reared

k4

for breeding and meat,Ahut-not nov because keeping oqva
for miik is quite expeggive. It involves tiée and labour
and raumeration  is not enough. BEven the initial

expendi ture is relatively tough. Besides, they have other .
more renumerative activities particularly agriocultural,
Therefore it is noticed that only those.people who have
enough resources to make initial investment and supply of
labour keep coﬁs for commercial purposes. In Wokha villaée

at present, certain households (I3) are rearing ocows for

commercial purpose.

7. YAGES FOR DIFFERENT BCONOMIC OCCUPATIONS

VWages were paid in kind but not in cash in
olden times. In most cases vagee vere not paid because
cultivators used to help each other on reciprocal basis.
In the first decade of this century the average vage for

labourer was 4 annas per day. After the second world war
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there has been asharp rise in the price of commodities
as vell as wages of ‘Labourers. “The price 1nd§x as wvell
as wages kept on upward trend and it again shot up
after Negaland beca@p full-fledged state in 1963;

With the znlargament of various opportunities
in different vocatiéns remarkable changes have been
taking place in bosﬁ'villageé. How there is no exchange
of labour. Any kind of work has to be paid in cash only.
During 1970s the daily wages of an agricultural labourer
varied from Rs.6/- to Rs.I0/~ , depending on the sekill
of the labourer. For agricultural operagtions the wages
of men wae‘Bs.IO/- but for women it was Rg.6/= t0 R8.8/~-.
tages for house buildingg’was Re.8/~ to Re.10/= for
unskilled labourers. But for gkilled labourers it
varied from Rs.I5/- to Re}20/- per day. Skilled
labourer engaged in carpentry, masonary etc; aleo got
Rs.15/~ t0 Rs.20/- por day on an average. The average

vages of unskilled labourers for carpentry, masonary,
earth-cutting, breaking up stones chips and chipping
logs for firewood it was Rs.I0/~ to Rs.I5/- per day.

3« Chosh, B.B., Wokha District Gazetteer,Nagaland,
p.128.



But the present daily wages has become comparatively
éifferent from the last few years.

Por instance, at present the daily wages
in Wekha village for Jhuﬁ cultivation and - -C0.7 T
ploughing of terrace fiold is Re.30/- for men, Ra.Il5/-
‘for women and Rs.l0/- for the children of age below I5.
Men labourers engaged in carpentry, masonary, and earth-
cutting etc. 1is Rs.45/- to Rs.50/- per day. However,
in Koio village the daily wages at presat for jhum
cultivation 1is Rs.25/- for men, Rs.I2/- for women and
Rs.8/- for the children of age below 15. Labourers
engaged in a pieoe of vork on the basis of contract for
an agreed amount earned as much ag Rs.50/=- to Rs.60/~
per day on an average. Such works are, however, available
only under the scheme developmental worke under the
contractors for government works. The labourers at

Yokha village has more wages than Koio which means more

money at the hands of the people at Wokha.

8. STANDARD OF LIVIHG

Genreally the standard of 1living of the people

refers to the econoaic conditions, mode of dwelling, diet !
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and dress etc. of the people. The standard of living of

the people may vary from one family to another, depending

y

upon vwhat are their resources and what they earn.

Prior to sgricultural developament programme

there was hardly any difference between the wealth of
the people both in Wokha and Koio villages. Thus the :
standard of living'of all the people were almost the
same. But after the oreation of Nagaland as a 3State in
1963 and conaéquent spurt in agricultural and other
developmental aetiviiieatheré?ave been significant
changes in the living standard of the people. The living -
standard of the people has gone up but one also notices
the differenceo in the economic levels of the people.
There are now rich and poor people in the villages.
' In Yokha 91I.1I% of the iotal population

entirely depend on agriculture for their livelihood.
In Koio farmers constituted 90.63% of the total
population of the villege. Thus, there is not much
difference between the two villages as régards their
dependence on agriculture. The difference lies in what

|

they invest on the land, how they invest, what nevw

innovations they have used and in general how they have



organised the agricultural activity in tdtal.

In the past the cultivators ﬁsually lived’
in thatched houses, consumed traditional food and‘ |
wore traditional dresass. But now their houéee are
~different, the traditional diet is sup}lezented with
nev itemsand they éiess themselves to.160K modern.

Shifta, pants, blouses, and footwears are now véfy
common, Hany of them try to keep more than a pair of
shirts or pahte. Wearing coat is also a comnmon thing
particularly among those people who are in services.
A_numbaﬁof people in Koio village ;73 also veari;g
modern dresses. But such trend im limited to those who
are in business or service or young. The school going
children wear school uniforms.

The introduction of modern technologies in
agricultural activities has helped the people in nany
ways. These technologies save labour and give better
yield. All this fgives them more income. They are able
'to send@ thelr ohildren to different schools. Usually
the tuition fees of private schools in the district
ranges from Rs.20/- to Rs.35/~ per month. Yet many

people send their childrem to such scphoole in the hope
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they may get better education. At present more than.
150 children have beeqsenb from Yokha village to the
different 'feed’ echoéle in the towns wbieh%m@ close by
whereae in Koio village about 65 children are studying
1n the 'feed’ echool at Chukidong, a small developing

. town near Koio vlllage.

Traditionally people had no household
furniture except gome wooden seats called Evan . Théy
used tc sleep on wooden planks crlled Igungtso-pilung .
But novw this have been all sudbstituted by wooden
bedstead though of simple type. In Koio village still
some-pecple use] wocden planks. Nowadays chairs and
takles are found in moef of the houses. Scme of the
vell-to~de people have sofa sets and other pieces of
furniture. Por instance, Yankhomo of Wokha village,
vho is a contractor-gum-businessman, keeps modern
furniture such as sofa sets apd a variety of tables in
his sitting room. Similarly in Koio village we see
econcmic development dbut it was not as much as Wokha
village economy; Yibongao of ‘Koio village, chairaan
of the village council, lives in Assam type building
house., He aiso keeps modern furniture in his‘sitting



room but are not expensive as Yankhomo's furniture.
The o0ld type of earthern pots have been replaced by
aluninium and steel utensils. These are some of the
visible sigms of iporeased vealth in both the villages,
In both villages, there'ére some pecple who
not only cultivate laﬁd but also engage themselves in
business, ocontract work and other project works. Beside,
many who are eﬁployed in government services ae school
‘teachers, clerks and Dobhasis etoc. They generally live
in the village itself but they carry on all with other
businesgs. Their standard of living‘and financial
position ie therefore, .: . :better than the rest of
the cultivators. Such people live in improved houses.
Their houses are tin-roofed with seperate eleeping—rbom,
bathroom and latrine. Kitchen is attached in the main
house. In a few houses it is outside. They kecp:' modern
furnitures such as tables, chairs and cupboards. MHany
of thém ovn radios, tape recorders and bicycles. However,
Quite a few of them own vehicles. They vear. all kinds
of modern dresses such as shirt, pants, Jackets, coats,

blouses, trousers, sweaters and & shoes. They usually

eat better quality ¢ food.
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Generﬁlly the monthly expenditure of the
family indicates the standard of living of the people.
Majority of the Koio people spend between Rs.75/- to -
Rs.I03/~ per month on their daily domestic needs against
Re.150/- to Re.225/- per month in Wokha village. Those
'people who depend on eaah'earning 1ike government
servante and busineasmen usﬁally spend more than the
rest of the villagers. Their monthly .- .expenditure
ranges from Re.500/- to Rs.800/~. The economic FuTius
status of the people in: both Wokha and Koio has gone
up. Intrpﬁnctlon of asricultnral development programme
in the dietrict has been an important factor though the
role of other factors cannot be undermined. One can
easily see that there is inoreased economic activity
and slowly it is getting diversified. However, the rate
of change is more visidble in Wokha than in Koio willage.

coe s Bese
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CHAPTER -~ II11
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AND CHANGE

I. CLAN ARD LINEAGE.

The Lotha tribe is segmented into
phratries and clans. There are three phratries which
are divided into Jibo (clan). Jibo are further
split into Mhitso (kindreds). The three phratries are
the Tomphyaktgu-rui, the Ezomontsu-rui and the
Mephongshan~-xrui. Under the phratrg: of Tomphyaktsu-rui
there are clana like Kikon, Patton, Ovung, Jami, Wororoe,
Jungi, Tsopoe and Ranthan. Clams like Ngulie, Humtsoe,
Kithan, Shitre, Mozhui etc. come under the phratri:s
Ezomontsu-rui. The Mephongshan-rui consists of clans
such as Murry, Odyui, Yanthan, Bzung, Tungoe, Ent,
Lapon, Tsangloe, Sungphi,Z;Tiig_ﬁbhungmongrui and
Khuving. .

The thiee phratries, Tomphyaktsu-rui,
Ezomontsu-rui and Miphongshan-rui, are said to be
'dscended from the three brothers, Limhachan, Ezomontsui

and Ramkhandan, who were the first men to come out of

the earth,
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There appear to be some territoriality in the
distribution of the clans. Some tribes like Tsungsu-
Kikon, Wororoe. Stmphé-Ngﬁlie,,Lapan, Echungmong-rui
and Sungphi are found only in scme villages. Tsungsu-
Kikon is_found chiefiy at Yimpang village. The VWororoe
dlan is found only in the Pangti village. The Semphi-
Ngulie is anly found in a few villages such as Pangti,
Longla, Yimkha and Longidoﬂg. The Lapan c¢lan is
particulafly.foundlin Lotsu village. The Echungmong-rui
is fdund chiefly in two villages such as Wokha village
‘and Elumyo village. Sunphi clan whiéh'is particularly
- found in Yokha villaga,Ais fegarded as closely akin to
the Murrj clan., The rest of ﬁhe clans are found in
‘almostvévery Lotha village.
Some clans remain undivided. Other have split

intc two kindreds which intermarry and call themselves

""big" and "small”, i.e. Ezung-Tsuphog and Ezung-Teriwoe.

2. FAMILY STRUCTURE

Among the Lothas, the eleméntary unit of
society is the family, censisting of parents and their

children, own or adopted. The family usually a nuclear
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family consisting of members ranging from 5 to 10 in
each family. In some family, particularly in Wokha,
one's grandparents, dbrother and sister, brother-in-lav
or sister-in-law also live in one family. This situation
has risen because Wokha village is close to the main
town and the people have more income. These condition
alYow people to send their children in high schools and
in the tovn nearby colleges. The students from this
village generally stay at home with their parents and
pursue their education. Better economic status allows
them to have one's grandparents'and brother-ih—law or
sister-in-lawv in one's own ) family, Though the normal
rractice 1s to set up one's own family after marriage.
Koio people do not send their children for higher
education. They also do not have with them one's own
brother-~in-law or sister-in-law, In Koio, majority of
the students hardly are able to reach upto class X.
They.set up their own housés after marriage and stay
away seperately from their parents. ~ .::In Wokha
village out of 402 housseholds, about 30 of ?hem have

oxtended family whereas in Koio village only S of them

are extended,



Family as an economic unit, provides food,
shelter and clothing for &té members, irrespective of
their contribution towards the economic activity. The
function of preserving language, custom and tradition
is performed in cooperation with cther_groups like the
ckan. The family regulates marital relations betwesn
the sexes and $huiy instructionlox the young.

| Husband and wife both contribute to the
maintenance of the family. Father being the head of the
family is responsible for the finances and the main
. bread-winner of the fémily. Man'shoulder the greater
share of duties which involves the outside wofld. In
the domestic sphere the role of‘the woman is dominant
and they have larger say in the d€cision making.

However, with the different economic
opportunities in various fields the role of women in
the family has changed now. The womenfolk in Wokha have
already come forward to enhance the income of the house-
holds. In Wokha village there are atleast 10 women
serving in different occupations besides their agricul-
tural activities. They aléo grov vegetables in the

"kitchen garden and sell them in the market which enables
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them to contribute to the family dudget. During the
agricultural off-season women are also engaged in
weaving and in other jobs. However, women of Koio villa-
ge have so far no such diversification. They are

rather engaged fullj in agricultural activities besides

the domestic work.

3. RULES OF MARRIAGE

Generally the lothas follow monogamy but
there is no bar for polygany. As a result soae rich men
occasionally have more than one wife. Polyandry is not
practiced in this area. Christianity is supposed to have
controlled polygamy and any illegal sexual relations.

In past age ége for marriage for the
girls vas between I4 to 18 and for boys it was detween
I7T to 22. But it is noticed that now age at marriage
has been raised nowadays. Particularly in Wokha wvillage
at present girl's age at marriage is between I8 to 22
and boy's age is between 22 to 28. While in Koio it is
between 16 to 20 for girle and between the age 22 to 25

for boys.



64

A man in search of a bride naturaly thinks
first of a gtrl of marriageable age in the neighbourhood
of his home. However, strictly speaking a man a“ought
to take his wife from phratry other than his own. ¥hen
a man decides to marry a certain girl he informs his
parents about his intentions. Either his mother or
some elderly women relations f goes and sounds the
'girl’s parents. When they are agreeable the two families
discuss and settle their marriage. But these days this
proceduré is not followed. Most marfé}ages are arranged
by the boys and girls themselves. Most of these are love
marriages. As in the case of Orenthung's marriage, in
Wokha village, it was love marriage rather thean yarented
arrangenents. Thie isgftrue for both the villages.

In the past the economic status of the family
for marriage was a minor point to be taken into account
but now 15/15 the most important point to be considered.
Por mosﬁféf the parents, particularly the girls patents,
they try to arrange marriage wi;h a boy whose econoaic
status is higher. Fot %nstance, Abemno of Wokha village
proposed to a girl for marriage. But the economic status

of parents was much higher than his, Therfore the %
girl's parents did not allow their daughter to marry
Abeno. However both the girl and the boy have deoided to



mafry. ¥ence Abemo has no other alternative except to
run awdy vith the girl and stay in the tovn. This
cxaéple éhow shovs that the kind of consideration which
did nof exist in the traditional society fizve cropped
up in-wgkha villaze these days.

| Foraerly expenditure al marriage was
very little. It was only the closest relatives who were
fed on such occasions - a pig and a foul was just
endugh. How, the expenditure at marriage have gone up
and the average exgenditure for a amarriage in koio is
about Re. 2000/~ to R9.3000/- as against {s.5500/- to
RQ.IO,GQQ/- kn Yokha village. The enphasis on econonic
factors in marriage has increased while the significance

of rituals in marriage appears to have gone down.

4, Biashug ﬁﬁﬁaViﬂUﬁ

In both Uokha and Koio the conversion from
& subsistence to cash econcay led tc the breaking of the
kinghip obligations. Meunbers of one clan in Wokha and
Koio are linked together by kinship and marriage, oy
age group relations cr by ties of kinship betuecen

individuals, such people usually exchanged labour

vhenever such a need was there. But vithr the development
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of land and: monetizétion of the eoneconomy, the
reciprocal relations among the kin has broken down.

As a result in Wokha village when there is more demand
for labourithas to be hired on wages rather than
‘acquired of kinship terms. People think of time in
terms of money. The:economid’develppment have signif-
icantly changed at least one dimemsion of kinship.
However, the kinship relation continue to play a vital
role in the village political afféire in both the
villages. This vas clearly indicated during the last
electibn of Chairman of the Village Council in ¥Wokha

village.

5. EDUCATION

Pormerly there ﬁaed to be a Chumpho (bachelor's
doraitory) in each Zggggé(sector) of the village.
Generally the morung or the bachelor’'s dormitory vas
the fortress of the village where the young unmarried
men used to sleep and guard the village. 1t was, 1nfapt,

a training oamt:e for the young unmarried people in
every aspect of life. In the olden days when head-bubfing

vag practiced the morung was the centre of all the



village activities. However, owing to the spread Of:
Christianity and other modernising factors like education
Chumpho has almost beceme disfunction. Chumpho is novhere
to be found in any village these days except in some
villages vhere it is built for memory's sake only.
Nowadays Chumpho has’been replaced by organizations like
Christian Youth Fellowship, Youth Club, Town Club and
various student's organizatidna in the district, range
area and village. In both Wokha and Koio villages such
~organizations exists. |

1t was in 1885, ¥.E. Witter, an Azerican
Baptist missionary started an informal school in Wokha
Town. But owing to some difficulties the Missicn had to
ciose the school atleast for time being. Later, in 1805,
it vas started again at Wokha. However, any one desiring
to get higher education used to go to Colaghat in Assam.
It wvas only in 1941 one Government Middle English School
vas opened at Wokha Town.

Prior to the economic development, particularly
in the field of agricukture, not a single goverament
primary school vas there in either villages. It was only

after 1963's a Primary School was opened in Wokha village.
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Then one Private Middle English School was established
in 1971 and was managed by the contridbutions made till
I977. In Koio it wvas only ih 1983% that one Government
%4 sponsored primary school was opened.
With'the~écanomic‘development people of these
two villages nov havé more and more privileges of
sending their children to the schocols. Hany are now
being sent to the private English schools at Wokha
Town. For example, in Wokha village out of around 850
studeents more than IS0 school children are nowv studying
in various private English schools at Wokha Town. In
Koio so far only around 65 students out of 227 have
gone to school. However, the number of male students
are higher than the number of female students in both
the villages.

Traditionally women were expected to work in
field as well as at home and they were married
comparatively at earlier age. Because of these reasons,
o8t of the girls dropped out after matriculation or
even earlier. Thus there were very few girls in higher

education. Now more girls are pursuing higher educaticn
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particularly in Wokha village. There is stress on
goneral education programme in the district and

therefore more and more children are being sent to the

school,
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CHAPTER ~ IV

CULTURAL ORGABNIZATION AND CHANGE

Culture charige 1s the conceptual formulation
that refers to the ‘many ways in which socieites
change_their pafteths of culture: Internal factors
such as nev inventions may lead to an increased food
supply and population_growth or external factors such
as conquest by another societ& may bring about culture
change. The patterns of culture of every human society
are constantly changing but the rate and typé of
change may be slow or gradual.

In denling with culture change of any society
some of the dasic questions which one has to deal
with are; (1) what are the internal or external
factors that are responsible for culture change?

(1i) vhat is the processes by which culture change
takes place?

Any change in ecological (") niche occupied by
a society influences culture cnﬁnge. Such a change

may occur as a result of either natural environmental
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changes or migration of a society from one ecological
niche to another. Also changes may occur due to any
contact between two societies with different cultural
patterns:influnces*change in both societies. It [ay -
also cccur as a result of any evolutionary change
occuring within a ﬁbciety.

The study of the process of culture
change refers to the actual social mechanism by
which the change takes place. Some scholars take the
position tnét the basie of all culture change is
located ‘£ QizziigAin'the attiiudqg and behaviour-
of individual members of a society.‘Yet. other
scholars take the-point of view gggt although
ipndividuels are the carriers of a cultﬁ}e;"thefewgpq
processes of change in social and cultural system
which have dynamic properties of their own that can
be isolated and studied. Yet there are othera who
believe in dialectic materialism and think that
change takes place accroding to definite laws. They
believe ma{?ial life is pfimary and the rest is

dependent on it. From these came the idea of structure
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and-sﬁperétructure agd their interrelation. Thus one can
'siudj the mechanism of change in different ways by
different emphases Gepnding upon vhat thecretical framework
one weuld iike to use. |

(in this study the pogition that I have taken is
Ehat ebonoﬁic sfactors are of primary importance that a
people uho were mainly depended on Jhun cultivation when
that fora of cultivation is substantially changed and
cultivation is no more for subsistence, b:t for market a
ragical change has taken place. The change in one sector
is limely to influence the other sectors and aspect of
the society. In human society it is not possible to control
other cvariables and therefore it iz not possible to show
in mathematical precision how one factor is influencing
the other but b& suraises one éan indicate the pdssible
interconnection. This is exaétly what will be éttempted
nere. | | |

In this chaptér I will discuss change under the
follgwing~headihgs: dress, oinamenté, foods and drinks,
houses, consumer goods and-religioﬁé beliefs.

The traditional d?ess;iike ﬁizg, comaonly

spoken of in 3§aga-AssameseAés'”;engta" and skirt

called Surhum vere the onl?xgarmehts in the past
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among the Lothas. The "lengta® is a long narrow: piece

of stout cloth - “anding in a broad flap. Ian putting

it on, the narrov‘piece is wound once around the

wvaist 80 that it joins at the back and forms & bdeld.

It is then,broughtsihreugh between the legs and up

thfough the belt, the broad flap being allowed $o

hang down in frontﬁﬁThe result i8 a garment which is

both serviceadble and entirely decent. The skirt(surhum)

worn by vwomen is bounded tighily around the waist

and the overlapping top cormer. Tucked in front of

the left hip. The edge which shows is often ornamented.
The body-clothes are of various patberns wiuoh

‘;if indicate the number of e@ocial “"genmnas", ceremonies

performed by the uéarer. The first is Sutum, & white

cloth with broad dark-blue horisontal strips. This

18 worn by both boys and men who have performed no

social "gennas®. A man who has performed the first

social “"gennas" may wear the Phangrbup. This is a

dark-red with a dbroad atrips of black, with a broad

stripes cf vhite cloth running across the middle

of the cloth parallel with the black stripes. A man

who has completed the sxries of social "gennas” wears
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a handsome cloth called Longpen- u, which is a dark
blue with five bands of light blue about one inoch
broad, and three very narrov lines of light blue at
top and bottom. It is a very prestigecus shawl
which is vorn onlys%y a man who has performed Isiro-
$e0a and Ogu-gug ceremonies by feeding the villagers
with his own expenses. The most prestigeous shavl is
the Rukyu-su which is worn only by the man of high
status and a man who has taken enemy's head. It is

a dark blue with six very broad red stripes, set
closely together at top and bottom. The median band
is about two and a half inches broad, and ornamented
wvith a conventional design representing human heads,
mithun horms, hornbills and tigers. An unmmarried
girl usugslly wears a skirt calldd Konro-rurhum and

a plain” dark blue cloth called Nuksu as shawl. But
on the night of her marriage, however, when she goes
to her husbands house, she puts on a very pretty
cloth called Loro~su. When her hdsband has Gragged

a stone she may exchange her Loro-su for a Longpen-su.



But now these distinction are not very
important andggrprabﬁically everybody is using every
kind of cloth if one can manage to get one. The
traditonal.dressea;ﬁave now been replaced and
supplemented by other dresses like long pante; shirts,
skirts, blouses. Many are found using footwears too.
However, éhange in dress is mote visidble inWokha
village than in Koio. Por instance, the majority of
deha village people wear modern dresses such as
pants, shorts, shirts, coats, jackets, blouses, skirts
and shoes. Everyone keeps atleast a pair of dresses like .
pants, shirts or skirts. Secme vell-tg—do people people
keep more than a pair. Coat is commonly used specially
anong the people who are employed under Government
services. Young people of YWokha wear all kinds of
modern dresses. |

Koio ¥illage also chows a similar sign of
change on dresses. But it is almost limited to a
certain section of people such as young people,

businessman and Govérnment employed.
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2. ORNAMENTS

Dress wvithout éornaments is incomplete.
Ornaments vhich men wear are derived from metals,
bronzes, binea, cowries, shell, cane, leather, orchids
and wood. Earrings compréses of a type of cotton woold

or an occgaion bragﬁ ornaments. Men further use ivory

armslet or its 1m1%ations of wood. "7 iiWristlets of
cowries sewn on cloth ie alsc worn by a man who has
done the head-taking ceremony.Nécklace made of wild
boar'’s tusk hemmed with red cane and pendent of a
red bead are much loved by men. |

Yomen's ornaments are few and siaple.
Among the tridbe, women's ornaments are earrings,
wristlets and bracelets of brass or copper, dut
sometizes of lead or silver. Thetearring is made of
a bunch of the bird feathers bounded round with red
wool or yellow orchid stalk. Lengthwise cut pieces
of conch shell as well as beads are used as necklace.
A thick round pewter armlets (Iggg) are used above
each elbows and.on each vwrist four or five emall
flat brass bracelets (rumbum) .

Both male and female use further personal

decoration of wild flowvers.
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Dancing dress is yet more colourful. A man
vears on his head a Tongkho (wig) either of the long
hairs from the neck and shoulder of the Himalayan
blegk bear or of the fur of the arms of the male
gibtbon. In ﬁiﬁ vig he may wear threc King-crov
feathers (Yigum-emhi) if he has done the head-téking
"genna” once, or if he has done it more than once, one
hornbill tail feather (rujung-emhi) for each occasion.
On his eare he hangs big pads of cotton wool and sticks
in the lobe of his ear a Zhera (ornament) of scarlet
feathers. Across the chest he wears ritssen(baldrick)
vhich usually stringe together with the little basket
(Tssikyip)behind. A pair of Jori {legging) are used at
danceéz;eremonlal occasions. How most of the people
have givén up the o0ld hadits and customs yielding to
the nev thinge of modera influence. In both Yokha and
Koic things traditional ornaments have been changed to
modern types of(irnaments such as brass or actylic
nec?laces. finger-rings and earrings; watches and
modern fashion and styles of dressing. Yet traditional

ornanents are leved by the elderly people.
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3. POOD & DRINK

Rice is the stapie foocd of this
district. Generally rice is taken three timew a day.
It is taken along with meat and Qegetable curries.

Thetpeople relish meat, for which
peason animals arégkept\both for food and sacrifices.
Pork is the most rélisb@meat. So pigs are-more in
number tﬁan other animals. Cows are also kept by
many people but mainly for meat, not for ite milk.
Hilking has started just recently. Mithan which is
said to have been common in the olden days, have
become very rare tééae days. As far as fish is concerned
both fresgh agd dried are taken. But since the quantity
of ﬁhe fish in ghe hille is so less, it is not dried
nowadays for preservation. They purchase dry fish from
outside. Pork, beef, chicken, fish and mutton are
prepared into various curries both in the éhdigenous
and modern '™ vays. Heat boiled with vegetable or
herbs are the favourite traditional dishes. They
rerlisk cooked, smoked or boiled meat. Games including
wild birdis animals ard fovl are taken., Bear, deer,

hares, elephanta, boars and indeed almost all available
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species of animals including dogs are taken. Howvever,

the normal food ifems consists of rice, vegetable,

bamboo‘shoota and juice, dry fish and Quite occasionally

meat. A very favourite food is bamboo pickle (rhuchon)

sade out of the hedrts of young bamboo shoots pounded

with water then dried and boiled when reguired.’
General%& meat is taken thrice a day. The

first meal (enyathung-etso) is usually taken early

in the morning between 5.00-6.00 a.m. At noon, the

lunch (nshi) is taken which consists of the same

items as those of the morning meal. Then the evening

neal(mmyu-etso) is merved again in between 4.00-6.00 p.ﬁa

However there is no specific order of time as to

when the meal should be served, specially the

evening meal, for it depends ! on their convenience

cf time. Therefore it varied froz family to .. family.

Usually tea is not taken but instead goko(rise beer)

is drurnk. Pormerly the people in the villages =ZfE:.

used to take meal thrice a day:s early in the

morning, at noon and in the evening. All the (7 meals

containedvthe same items such as rice, vezgetables,

meat, dry fish and curry. The food patterns of those
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people who are in the higher eccenomic group particularly
in Wokha, shows th;t they consume such food which
bavé a higher sociil status such as ffied food,
frequent tea and s%gcks and bread. In Wokha village
augh people consume tea and bread at lunch time
instead of rice. By contrast, such food at Koio® is
consumed by the contractors and school teachers.
Ahowever.,as thewr meal timing is concerned, thqre has
not much beem changed in both the villages. Ali’the
people take the morning meal between 5.00 a.am. to
6.00 a.m. except those who are engaged in Government
gservice and in business. The evening meal 1is served

between 4.G0 p.w. to 6.00 p.m.

4. HOUSE
The Lotha houses are similar to eacéh other.
It varies in gize from a small house of some'old
vindows to the house of a richman which may measure
30' long by 18' broad. Most of the houses are roofed
with Leshu(thatches) and dried Khomo-vo(palm leaves).

The walls are genserally made of bamboo plaited called
kaim.'TheAporch(mpong-ki) is » double roofed, the
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roof is like special catchment for the porch and is
seperated from the main roof which project upward.
In the middle of the porch is a bazboo post, which
eafried through the roof of the apse to meet the
projecting roof-trée of the main building. The roof
is supported on ce§£re;post (tirhyu-pvg). The floor
is at the ground level and around the house a drain
is dug to prevent the rain water getting in.There
is no seperate kitchen but coocking is done inside
the same house, There is no chimney and the smoke
 finds it;wZut'ae best it can. Almost in every house
therdis an open-air platiform (khantsungsa) for
basking, washing and sitting etc. _

The old types of houses still exiat in
the villages. However, with the advent of modern
civilization and techinques in various fiélds the
economic condition of the people has raisd and their
housing paiterns has also widely changed, specially
the villages near the towns. flost of the houses are
now rcofed with C.I. sheet or plain sheets and the

vay of construction of the buildings is modern. Even

in the villages many buildings are found constructed
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in the modern ways with modern amenities such as
sanitary arrangments, electric fitting and other
modern appliancea,% |

in Wtha%,out of 402 houses, there are
297 or 73.8% tradi;ional type of houses with tin-
roofed; 54 or 13.4% are off@Z;iAssﬁm type buildings;
and the rest, 51 or 12.5% are of tradtional thatched-
" roof houses. In Keio, out of 146 total houses, 20 or
13.7% are of Assam type buildings; 93 or 53.7%
traditonal houses with tin-roofed and 33 or 22.6%
of traditonal houses with thatch-roof. In both
villages majority of the houses ﬁ have ben electrified.
. Koio has 65% of electricfied houses while in ¥Wokha

80% of the hhouse have electrified.

5. CONSUMER GOODS:

'In past days things like morter and
pestle (tsumpho) and liquor-wet (0jen) were commonly
used by the villagéns. But nov in its place rice-
mills have been introduced in the villazes. Therefore

the age-old morter and pestle have ceased to perform
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its function these days. In Wokha village alone 5
cottage rice—millaihave»been introduced. %hile the
.~ Koid has 3 cottage rice mills functioning within the
village. tiquor-weé'is no 1onger used by the villagers
for they.no longer{%rink liquor or rice beer (soke)
ingtead thingsAlike éane and barrels are used. Baaboo
shelves (tekha) in which all the kitchen articles are
kept, are no longer hung in the kitchen. But now they
used wooden boxes vhich are used them as cupboards.
Some well-to-do people use modern cupboard in their\
kitchen. A folded plantain leaf was used as cup in the
olden days. These days modrn.procelain cups and glass
tumblers are comzonly used by the people insféad of
traditional vessels. Things like Nega ﬁa@e earthern pots i
and a ahalloﬁ wooden dish (Ophi) have been all substi-
tuted bj aluninium and steel utensils.

Besides the kitchen articles many more
modern consumer goods such as radio, tape-recorder,
quycle and furniture are used by the people. The case

of Khondao Murry of Wokha ¥illage who was the chairman
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of Village cdunéii'aﬁd also occasionally engaged in
business, illustrage the attitudes énd interests of
¥Yokha men in matefgal possession. He lives in an

Agsan type building_with a plank floor. He keeps modern
furniture and aleoiither things like radio and tape-
recorder. As for Chumthuugo of Xoio village, a school

. teacher aleo keep a radio and mono tape-recorder. But
he does not own godern furntiure as Khondao M¥urry of
Wokha village. These two examples show the economic
position of the villages in Wokha district and how ‘it

helped the villagers to possess amore material things.

6. RELIGION

The religion of the Lotha is of that type
which bas been vaguely termed as animistic. He
believes in no Supreme Being who reﬁards the good and
punisghes the evil. The deities for whom he makes
sacrifices are some of the neutral, if kept in a good
- Temper with proper offerings and sowme of theéznginitely

malacious. A Lotha cheerfully carries out what he conceives

to be his religious duties and meets his end like a

man when the time comes.



‘he neérest equivalent to gods is an
order of being called Potsow, who lives in a world like
ours, of the earth¥y floor of which our sky is the
underside. The world of Potsow in turp has a sky which
gupports yet another Potsow world and so on fqgén .

unknown number of %Eyera. The Potsow who affect us are @5?
those in the worldﬁ%mmdeiately above our sky. They
resemble men in appearance and have hogsts of attendants
who sometimes regard as their servants and sometimes

as their relations. Potsoy are believed to visit earth
from time to time and hold conversation with the

village seers (Ratsen) and bring{zg7;rticles which
indicate the fortune the village is going to enjoy during
the year.

Besides the Potsow, he believes in sone

S other deities such as Sukhyingo (land of wild aniamals),
\\Ezfm (Jungle spirit), Ronsyu (god of blessing) and
\3\&_
Zehupvue (water—mastér}r«“Igg_fgungrhamo is believed

to be theevil spirit who cauaes-almost every kind of

illness to man.
The Lothas usually consider that they have

tvo distinct souls called Omon and unzyi respectively.
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The gégg leaves a man at the moment of death and

goes straight to the world of the Dead. The vorld of
Dead(Ebhuli)-lies under our world. Here the déad live
sufuexactly like Yiving people. Those who had done

~ good deeds during their 1ife time, lead a prosperous
happy life and thogé‘whohhad indulged in evilj;aﬁib»

deeds 1éad a life of poverty and aisery. The entrancé
to the world of the dead is through a mawef Echukvu

( a cave). on the precipitous éastern face of the

Wokha hill, It is believed that every dead spirit

goes to the wori& of dead through this very cava.
Life in the Land of the Death is éérﬁaihly not
regardes as everiasting, but the Lothas are very
vague as to vhat the next stage is - the truth being that -
he does not worry hiamself about the matter. Some
believe that men die again and become flies. Some
others think every man passes through nine successive
lives and then ceaséa to exist.
The religion of the Lotha teaches no moral
code. The blessing'it offers hia are material, not
spiritual. Yet many Lothas lead clean, straight and honest

life. It is true that virtue in this world is vaguely



believed to be rewarded with happiness.

- Bvery village used to have their
own priests. The priests besides coping with the
perfornance of sac;ificial rites of both household and
village and besideéibeing the custodian and interpreter
of religious belieéé. have also duties. He is alsa a
fertunételler, the secrets are made known to him by the
deities. Falling in%o a trance, a priest may conjure
gome gcguaintances with the spirit and the people hear
a divine message from his lips. Thus he is believed to
i imbibe esoteric knowledge of many things and capable
| to cope into the recondite mysteries. .

There is a distinction among prissts, g
gacrificers, sooth-sayers, diviners and medicine a@an in
sacredotal aspects. A priest (Pvuti) wields spiritual
influyence. A principal priest is assisted by a junior

Agriest. Priest belong to the priestly clan with a long
stapding repute inithe society. There used to have
Yingae, an junior priest, who succeeds to the office

in the event of death of the senior man or priest of

kis own paternal lincage, the inveotiture being governed
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by colocurful cereuonies. The priest performs importan£
cerééoniea guch as inaugurating harvest undertaking,
inauguration of ao@ing, founding of new village and
holding of other féézivais. He is maintsined by
‘seasonal gifts fro%.the people during the religious

’

ceremcnies. _
However, the function of traditional

religious officials has come to an end as alwmost the

entire population 6f.the Lotha viilages have embraced

Chrietiaditj.-ﬁowadays, in every village the whole

affairs of the church is dealt with by the Deacon board.

The Pastor aduinistered all the rituals ceremonies but

‘in his abgence the assistant pastor or the elders of

the church nay substitute him to initiate the church

affairs. Besides zhefheécoﬁ board there are also various

branches within the church organization. For instance,

in Wokba village there are five branches such as VWomen

Fellowship, Youth Fellowship, Sunday School department

and Evangelistic Committee within the church prganizaetion,

Each comnittee has a standing committee through which

£he vhole affairs of the committee is dealt with.



(b) Life Cycle Ritual:
‘ In the olden days among the non-

Christians, when a baby (. ) was born in a Lotha family
a gemna sort of c%remony vasg observed bj the menmbers
of the family for 6 days for & male child and 5 days for
a female. During thése days they did not go for any
field work for theﬁ%elves; but could go to other's
field for work. The mother also did not go out of the
"house or did not walk with peopie other than her family
members.

| Soon after the birth, the mother
i:Z)W&S given chicken soup end rice. Tbis L:i::fﬁfﬁ
continues Por about a week or so, till thempther was
physically quite fik., In case of a boy on the 6th day
and in case of a girl on the 5th day the ears werwg
pterced and a nanme wéa given %o the baby. This weremony
vas called Hpsaro-mvuchak. During this ceremony a
formal dress or gear was given to him or her.

Christians do not observe all these
gonnas or rules and do as they like or observe the |
naming ceremony on the 6th day in the case of a male

child and 5th day in the cese of a female. However, in
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this naming ceremony the church pastor and deacons
are invited to the house and they pray for the welfare
of the child ahd ndme him or her asmording to the
nh&ice of the parents. 1t may be moted that most of'the
Lothas are now Chris%iana and therefore the non-Christian
.practices are pracéically given up.

As and when death occur of a human being in
the vilisge a sacrifice iamediately follows of a chicken ~
which is then hung above the corpse on the position
of its face and it 1s neceszary that its wings are kept
on the walls of the house until after burial. If the
deceased vas an influential person then a dog is tied
with a string orirope is brovght to the apartmen?@here
the deceased lies ané the string or rope is tied to the
hand of the corpse and the dog is killed and removed.

The corpse is then decked with fulk robea.and
enmnished with preeious ornaments and &5 kept inside t&e
coffin, The coffin is hewed out of a tree. In some cages,
the deceased is armsed with weapons to be capable of
fighting against evil spitit which seeks to obstruct
the soul in its journey to the land of the death. The
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custom of killing-a dog is to give the soul a

0

coapassion and killinggthe chicken is to scratch the

A .
path, The grave is fenced. Then over the grave the
belongings of the deceased are kept or displayed by
supporting them on.a strong bamboo laid crosswise
afainst the upright; Food is offered to the deceased
in a basket. Té@hesﬁof fire are kept on the grave at
night time for-6 days. -

Changes vrought by the Christianity are
nov to be surveyed. In place of a bambco hanger where
grave gourds and skull are displayed, we 8ee a Cross
plantd over the gravg; while a stone tablet laying
opposite perpetuates the cherished semories of the
&eceaaed. Rich people build a masonary mezorial over
the grave. They perform the death_anniveraafy, some-
by keeping a bunch of flowers over thegrave. They
regard their dead and maintain the grave yard properly.
Christian burials are therefore different and govérned

by Christian ceremonies.

(c¢) Festivals:
As for as fewmtivals dre concerned the Lothas

have only two msin festivals:(4) The 2ikhuchak and
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(i1) Tukhu. The year officially opensa with the
Pikhvuchak festival. Therefore this festival marks the
beginning of the agricultural year. This festival is
observed before the rice is sown. It ig usually
associated by observing ritual ceremonies such as
prayer(randan) and cutting of fowl's throat({Honc-hoa).
The rest of the day is given up to feasting. Next day is
kept as an eaung (reatiieted day) and no one goes to

the field.

Then the sgricultural year is closed again
with Tukhu featival. It is the harvest festival of the
Lothas - the harvest done, the grains full, therse is now
time to enjoy the fruit of one's hard labour. Prionds
are invited. mithuns are killed, past rancours are
forgotten and nev ties are established and bonds of
cloger intimacy are discovered. On the appointed day
announced by the priest the village contributes unhusked
rice from every home. Then a pig is killed and the
day is given up to feast the whole village. The main
features of the festival are comzunity songs, yputhful
dances, feast and funa{fYoung boys and girls married

or engaged during the year are happily married after the



Tukhu-emung. {t is the time for renovating village
gate, clearing roadsr cleaning wells and repairing

the houses.
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But people no longer observe such tradit-

fonal festivals and ceremonies any more for they have

been all replaced g& the Christian festivals such as
Easter, Christmas g%d New Yeaf,<ﬁowever)ic vas
fealized that it is necessary to preserve the old
customs and traditions as cultural heritage of the
tribe. Therefore recently the iWokha elders decided

to celebrate Tukhu-emung on a{, fixed date by =211

the ranges in order to carve unity and uniformity in
celebration. Following this lead Tukhu-emung was
celebrated on 7th Noveaber, 1978 at Wokﬁa town, Ever
since the Tukhu-enung is celebrated by all Lothas on
the 7th November eveyy year.

The Lotha traditional religious

activities have undergone considerable changes during

the last few decades as a result of the spread of

Christianity and introduction of modern techniques of

education in the district. Hajority have embraced

Christianity. Among the Christians there are many .
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different denominations and some of the denominations
such aéAAmerican Baptist Mission, Roman Catholic Mission,
Penticostalits Hisglons, Assenblies of God etc. exist
in many villages ifi the @istrict. Of those, the American
Baptist Hisgsion vhilch had its seat im phis district in
in 1923 ie the bigzest church miasion ingthe diestict.l
Howéver)it is noticed that the church
crgahization of wdkéa village has much more expanded
and elaborated programmee than the Koio village. The
nezber of Wokha village church consists of 1050, ¥Within
the church organization there ars various bfancbea such
as Women Comzittee, Youth Fellowship, Sunday School
department and Evangelistic Conmittee. In 1984 the
church incone was Rs.1,82,138.91 and expenditure was
Rs.1,34;9§1.91§h9(::Z)aeainet income of Rs.2,35,393.99
Qn& expenditure of Rs. 197,687.09 during) the year 1985.
The amount of salary paid to the chupch pastor. is .
R8.1200/- while the assistant pastor is paid Rs.1000/-
per month. The church chowkidar is slso paid Rs.500/-
per month. There are also other wmiscelleneous expend-

iture such as annual membership to the mission centre,

1. Chosh,B.B. Wokha District Gazetteers,Nagaland,p.32.
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ovangelism and charity funds. For this purpose the
church has a budget of Rs.26,800/~ for the year 1986.
Besides, the church has some other properties such as
typewriter.'generaior,petromax,pnblic-address set,
drum set, organ, library,wall clock and table clock,
office-cum-gﬁest nouse, pastor's residenceand commercial
buildings at Hokha town. The village has also R.C.C.
building shurch od I500 seated capacity of congregation.
By comparison Koio is a smaller village than
Wokha. It has s population of 822 ¥iving in 146 house-
holds. The church C:}membership of Koio is only / )360
ﬁut it has also four dbranches such as Women Committee,
Youth Fellowship, Sunday School department and Evamgel-
istic coumittee within the church organization. The
economic position at Koio village is mach lower than
the Yokha village. Its yearly income and expenditure
of 1985 was Rs.48,222/~ and Rs.40,573/- respectively.
The Churoh pastor is paid Re.600/~ per month and the
assistant pastor . )Rs.300/~ per month while the
chawkidar Rs.I150/- per moath. Bestdes the church has
algo other funds for evengelism and charity for both

within andnoutside the village. But it does not have
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as much church properties as Wokha village except few
things such as wall and table clocks,patromax,drum set,
which were brought recéntly, and a set of public address
systen. It has also” ehurch office-cum-guest house and
pastor*s residence.? There are two main factors which

led to thése differentiation between Wokha and Koio
church a&ministratioa and activities. Wokha being larger
villege the contributiog of the people towards the
church administration and activities are also mofa than
the people of the koio village. Secondly, Wokha village
have amore family'incemé than the Koio village as a result
of the intrdduction of the agricultural development in
the area. Hence, the economic status and thé church
activities of Wokha village was ccmparatively higher
than the Keio village church. However, increase in

f———

village economy helped to W~ widen the church activities
in various aspects. But on the otherhand, it is - felt
that, vith the progress in condition of the people'the
religious beliefs and practices are also becoming more
and more materialist ratheg than spitituals. Ia this

respect too one finds difference between the two villages.
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1% is difficult to demonetrate this as a verifiable
fact but as an insider 1 feel it and most of‘the Lothas

would not disagree with this.
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CHAPTER - ¥V

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

I. ROLE OP JEE PRIEST & CHIEFTAIN

Every village is an independent
unit in ths tribe. Int the days vhen villagére wvere
constantly at war with each other, each village was
ruled by a Chief (Fkhung) assisted by an 1nfofmal
council of elders. The council of elders usually
consisted of old men and men of influence. They were
called ﬁg&ggg (meat-eater) for they could inflict fines
of pork on petty cases and could consume the fine so

collected. Sotsoe were divided into two classes called

Tongti, the upper division and Choch , the lower
division.I They were the village elders representing
each Khel (sector) or clan in the village. The village
elders were responsible for maintenance of laws or orders
and diepensing justice. They also looked after the

welfare of thev village, festivéls and ceremonies etc.

I. Mills, J.P. The Lotha Nagas, pp.96-97.
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Now, post of Ekhung (chieftain) and the function of the
coudcil of elders has virtually ceased to exist.
Villages are now managed by the council of village
members (VCH) with the Gaon Buras(GB) seleoted by the

- government.

Before the coming of the Britishers the
system of sel@-governemt vas prevaient in both Yokha
and Eoio villages. Howevar, with the advent of British
adminigtration some change vere brought in the affairs
of village administration in these two villages. Further
changes were brought in when the system of local eelf;.-
Government baged on Village Council was introduced ng

independent India.

2. AGE COUNCIL

There 1s a Village Council each in both
Yokha and Koio villages. The affairs of the village
are dealt with by this council., It is an elected body
and approved by the government. Its main function is
to maintain customary laws and orders vithin the
village and dispense justice according to the custoaary
lawe of the tridbe. This council was introduced by the
government of Nagaland in every village in 1972. However,

it was implenented in these two villages only in the year
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1975. The powers, functions and nature of regulation

of the Village Council are given belowaz

(1) The village council shall be responsible for matters
relating to the internal administration and enforcement
of all orders, :ulea‘and regulations passed by the
government authorities.

{2) It shall arrest all criaminals,

(3) It shall report as soon as possible crimes, violent
death or serious accidente and all occurences likely

to affect pudblic peace.

(4) 1t shall report to the nearst Hedical Officer
adoinistration headquater the occurences likely to affect
public peace.

(5) It shall report the presence of all strangers,
foreigners, vagrants and suspects within its village

and Khel(sector) and is empowered to arrest such persons
and use necessary force to do so.

(6) It may arrest person guilty of the folowinge: rioting,
marder, counterfeeting, robbery, theft, arson,burglary,
forgery and anti-state activities which have been
declared 1liegal etc.
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(7) A village court can gettle cases of the following

natures-
dbravling and drunkeness, pilfering cases,

divorce casges, fornication and sdultery cases, thefts,
damage to crops by cattles, civil disputes provided the
value of property does not exceed Re.500/-.

(8) Any other case which can be settled according to
the tribal customary law. \

(9) A village court may impose fine upto Rs.I00/- and
may sward compensation thereby if the village court
ihinks fit.

(10} A village court can compel the attendance of
wvitness and inflict fines uptec Rs.5C per non-attendance.
(I1) Cases shall de settled according to the tridal
customary lav prevailing at the time provided such
eettlemanta.gre not at varience with ordinary criminal
lav.

(I2) No appeel against the unanimous decision of the |

village court in case ¢f the breach of the customary

lav shall lie.
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(13) The village court may maintain record of all cases
settled buslit ie not:compuleory.

The village council comsists of the selected
nenbers © from each Yineage, the Gaonburas and the two
elected repreeentati?e nenbers of the villgge council
to the Area Council which is a higher setup of political
organizatién in the area level. The terms ot nembership
in the Village Council is for a period of five years
only. However, one can be re-gelected for another five
years term if he is found to be the most capable
candidate among his lineage group. The selection of —
village council member is done in such a way that it
éhculd represent the lineage and also the sector
settlement. A representative is selected from a set of
I0 hocusges énsuring that each lineage has a representative.

In Wokha village the Village Council
consists of 40 members: the chairman and eeéretary
represent their lineage, the other 28 members represent
their lineage from each clan, énd the 10 Gaonburas

;-;represent each Khel(sector). The selection of the

2. Chosh,B.B. YWokha District Gagetteers,Nagaland,p.180-81.
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candidate was made purely on lineage basis representing
every linesge from a set of I0 households.

Although the selection of Village Council

Hember was conducted on a lineage basis some candidates
- tried to get into thé council by some means or other

to gain majority support. Soms through the power of
money, some othere relied on their political reputation
and some others uae&.political maniéulatiou. But since
it vas done purely on linesge basis there was no
problem in selecting the candidates from e?ery lineage
group. Por instance, in B 'Khel’'(sector) there were two
candidates who proposed to go for the selection of
village Council member from tho same lineage. But allast
the elders of the lineage decided to send Shanpanthung
as their lineage representative to the village council
because he was the most successful candidate: .among their
lineage so far, Accordingiy Yanasao withdrew himself -
and Shanpanthnug was right avay selected as a member to

the willage council representing s particular section

of Emung-rui lineage.



104

Hovever, the election of the Villsge Council
Chairman of Wokha village became a real problem when
tvo candidates proposed to contest for the post of the
chairmanship. Chumjan Furry whé waé the former village
council chairman intehded to contest again for the
chairmanghip. On the ‘other hand Khandao Marry was
proposed by hié lineage to be the village council
chairman. As a result both tried to gain the majority
support of the Village Council Members. Economically
Chumjan furry's statﬁs.was higher than Khandao Murry.
Theraeforo he began tc bribe some of the village council
menbers incrder to suprort him in the election. But on
the other hand, his opponeat Khendao Murry, made some
political menipulations and won the majority vote and
was elected as the chairman of the Wokha Village Council.
Both of them belonged to tnetaame clan but from different
lineage group, The former used an economic force to
gain the majority support while the later used an
oxtrnal political support and allied himgelf to other
clans such as Humtse, g;gggg'and Tungoe. However,

Chunjan's group coasidered it ., illegal for the election
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vas done with the support of external political elements:
Thus they did pot approve Khondao Rurry as the counocil
chairman. As s result the office of the Village Council
ceased to function for almost a year. The4election of
the ccuncil chairman ¥as held in the month Qf December.
1985 but normal functioning of the office was restored
only in the month of ‘June, 1986.

Tho main cleavage between the two opposing
- partica in Wokha viliage is caused by the imbalance
between ecomomic and political status. Economic status
and political atatus may be based upon different sources.
In Yokha economic status was depended on the sources of
incone while political status depended on sxternal
political support. These two differentistions in econonic
status and political status created i{n VYokha village a
cleavage betwveen s gection of Hurry clan. Chumnjan Murry
¥as on one 8ide and the lineage of Khondao ﬁurry vith
other clans such as Humtsoe, Kithan and Tungoe on the
other side. |

The selection of the Gaonburas in ¥okha is

yet another problem. In some cases there used to be more

than one candidate in~ a Khel(sector). Por instance, in
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°D" gector there were two Qanﬁidatea, Yanasao Kikon and
Yizamo Kikon who contested for the post of Gaonbura. Both
tried to gain the majoity support by giving bribe to
the people and seeking a political support from outaide.
BEconomically Yanasao.Kikon has a higher astatus bdbut
politically Yigzamo Kikon has,moie support. Hencq Yizamo
Kikon was approved and declared elected by the government
a8 the Gaonbura of "D® seoctor in WGkha'village.

| In Koio village alsc the Village Council consists
of the chairman and secretary, the other 13 selected ':wizT
nenbers from each lineage and the Gaonburas. Altogether
there are I9 member tc this village cduncil. There wae
no oase of having more than one candidate from the sane
lineage to contest in the VCH selection. Therefore each
linecage selected a candidate on their behalf teo the
village council. Selection of the candidate was
conducted on a 1lineage basis. In the same way the 4
Gaohburas woere alsc elected from each sector. However,
the village éounoil chairman's election was found
slightly different from Wokha. In this village much>
economic force was used $o elect the council chairman.

The present village council chairman, whose economic
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etatua became much higher than the former ome, gained
the majority support and won the eletion. Here the economic
status played a vital role in the village politica. He
was not having auch external political support, yet,
his economic positioﬁ enadbled hia to overthrovw his
opponent. |

In both the villages the candidates tried
to gain the majority support. In Going so some of the
candidates used economic tércee vhile some used external
>political notivation and support. By contrast, in Wokha
where the economic standard has raised to a certain
level, more external political elements were involved.
The reason being that the Wokha whioh 1s juast close to
the district headquater, only 2 kms away, wae affected
more by the external political forces. Thus, the external
political forces brought the Yokha village political

activity in a wider arena.

3. RE O 18
In 0ld days when a quarrel’_ - )arose between
two villages, messengers were sent to fix a day, and 1if

both sides agreedthe elders of the respective villages
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met on the half-vay between the two villages and settled
the matters, exchanging drinks of Socko(rice beer) and eating
together. If the responsibility for the quarrel could

be fixed on any individual he was fined, and the fine
vas either decided among the elders of both villages,

or given to the village againgst which the wrong was donme.
If one party cokld not pay the fine agreed on, the |
other party simply vent and looted his property.
Nowadays all the petty cases are dealt with and settled
in the villege court. But those cases like murder

cannot be dealt by the village court are usually dealt

vith the District msgistrate court.

A number of cases have been settled by the
villege council in both villalges during the last two
years (1984-1985). According to the information received
from the council chairman in Yokha village alone atleast
16 cases have been put up to the village council,. Out
of which II cases heve been setitled by the villags
council. One case was reported to the District magistrate

court.This case vas a dispute over a plop of land betwemn two
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parties: The HMurry clan was one party and Yitssabemo Hurry

and Nrio Emung-rui was the other party. The S =Zrne»oD

case was settled in the district maéietrate court in
favour of the second party as the first parﬁy could
not produce enough evidence to claim the plot of land.

In Koio village only 9 cases were reported
to the village ccuncil between the last two years
(1984-85). Gat of which T cases::were settled dby the
\v11LQ§:§:i§ncil vithin the village cogrt 1ta§}f and
two cases such-as drunkeness and divorce were settled
in the district magistrate court.

In both villages economic status did play
a vital role to settle the digpute. Por example, there
was & dispute over land betveen Y. Kikon and H. Kikon
in Harch,1982. Thie cage was brought into the village
court to be settled by the village council. The case
was, however, settled in favour of Y..Kikon, whose
position was ecoromically better and at the same time
algso a member of the village council. It was also
reported that Y. Kikon bribed some of the village

council members and and thereby settled the:case in
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favour of hia.

In another incédent in Koio village a case
was put up to the village court. This case was between

the village council éhairman and & young businessnan
from another villageiilt wae originally a personal case
between these two ina;viduals. But in‘dne courseuof
time it developed into a serious one vhen a number of
people were invelved in this case and the village court
could no longer tackle the aitﬁation. Hence the case
vas directed to the district.magistrate'conrt where it
vas settled in favour of the young man and accordingly

a warrant was served to the chairman of the village

~ ‘council. But the chairman, being economically very well

off made an alliance with two of his friends whose

economic status were eQual to him. Thus he was bailed

out by his two friends.

4. NATURE OF CASES

The council has suthority to settle any kind
of dispute. But usually murder oasee.are reported to.:
the distriot magistrate court. Howvever, other cases like
land dispute, brawling and drunkeness, robbery, divorce

cases, fornication and adultery cases, damage $0 crops by
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cattle and all those cases which tend to affect public
peace are strictly dealt with by the village council
mezbers vithin the < willage court itself.

in bothﬁvillagas»the candidatés try to get
into the council by some meang or other to form a
majority of their lineage. In doing so some use the
power of aoney, some others seek external politicél
support. This indécates that with the development there
has been some diversification of interest the result
of which is seen in the political arena. The ¥Yokha
village is being incressingly brought into wider
political =remna. In other words, the social and cultural
base 1T ha;igignificantly broadened to bring the
outside political forces to influence the election
result of the Wokha village in their favour. In Koio
village, money did play a part in election but outside
element have not yet been able to include the village in
its political manosuvering. That is to {1 say that
social and cultural dbase of Koic has nrot yet decome
tngt broad to be included in political jostling. This
agpect io significant and of political interest. The
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question is at what stage a community, villzge people
or an issue becomes important to be taken note of in

a local,~regional or national political activity.

L3N 2% BB I 4
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CHAPTER -~ V

'CONCLUSIOR

.
b

The eccnomié, socisl, cultural and political
organizations of Wokha and Koio have significantly
changed during thé last few years. There are a
nuaber of factors which have brought about this
change. However, in this study an attempt was made
to study the iapact of agricultural development’
progremme om the social and cultural 1life of the
people of Wokha and Koio. In the proceeding analysis
veo tried to delineate the economic changes that have
taken place in the two villages, and we tried to
show the implications of ihis on social, cultural
and political aspects of life of the pecple in two
villages. Though it may not be possible to sﬁow the
factors being related in cmuse and effect relationghip,
the correlationshave been shown. If economic fnctors

are not deterzining at least are eignificant. However,

at this.gtage it must be underlined that the people of
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the region where this study was conducted have become
Christians. Christianity not only changed the faith
but also brought along with it an important factor of
modernization and that was education. The Christian
missionaries goaded the population to give up the
tribal practices and encouraged people to take modern
‘education and other modern practices. Education is
not an independent variable. It is interlinked with
economic¢ factors. If people have only subsistence economy
they cannot make much use of schools, teachers etc.
though it is quite possible that if people are
-educated then economic development may be accelerated
and may readily accept an innovation. In other vords
it is not easy to establish the primacy of any factors.
‘Let me briefly sumnarise the findings of
thisastudy: T~

(a) Economic Orgsnization and Change:
| The economic
condition of the Wokha district in generzl, YWokha and

Koio in particular, has changed signifieantly during the
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last few years. There has been considerable chanée.
in the life style of the people giving away old
habtits and customs yielding to the new things of
medern influence.

In both Wokha and Koio anumber of people
bhave changed their”éég;pations. These people in general
are cultivators, but there are some people, whd besides
cultivation, engage themselves in other vocations like
blacksmithy, contract jobs, carpentry, bamboo and cane
vorks etc. As a result majority of them are now
depending on a combination of more than one source of
income. The pattern is that during the agrécultural
season, people engage themselves in agricultural
activities. But-durihg lagricultural off-geason many ofi i
then éngage themselves in cother occupations. Thete
main interest is to earn some cash which also indicates
clearly that the eonomy hag radically changed from
barter to césh.

In the field of agriculture a number of
-development measures such asg distribution of fertil-
izers, scientific chemical remedies and demonstration

qﬁ the use of improved seeds etc. have been adopted in
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the district. 3gricultural loans are also extended to

the farmers. Improved tools and implements ar?%lso
sold to the farmer§ on 50% subsidy. FMany farmers,

| particularly of wofﬁa village area, have utilised such
help and have been %enefitteﬁ.

Formerly people depended on the simple
types of agricultural implements. Even at the begining
of $hisg century,liron inplements were rare. But wvith
the modernization and the introduction of agricultural
development progranme in the district things have '
improved and many iron agricultural implements are
being used in dboth tﬁe villagea.. )

Prior to thé introduction of agricultural
development in the dtstrict of Wokha&economy vas |
predominantly subsistences household produced for their
own needs. But now pedple tend to grov wore cash crops.
The énltivatio%ﬁcahﬁ crbps brought Wokhds econony to
market. However, thé agficultural development
programme have not yet affected much to Koio's econony.

Land price in doth the villages have been steady during
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the last few years but as an agricultural developnent.
progranne began to spread to these lands, particularly’
to YWokha lands, thé nrice began to rise rapidly.
Formerly the villagers gave most of their
attention towards the agricultural activities. But with
the introduction of agricultural development in the land
people have more resources and opportunities offered
by the governmant t¢ expand their economic activities.
One of the things that has been promoted is phe animal
husbandry. In both villages people started'keeping
animals such as cows, pigs, fowls etc. for both home
consumption and commercial purposes. In Yokha the
éract{cé_of cattle rearing has become more important
as it helped to get addi?ional income of the family.
Yith the enlargement of various opportunities
in different vocations remarkable changes_taken place in
both éillages. The average vages paid for any kind of
work at present is Rs.30/~ to Rs.50/- per day for:: men
vhile for women it ranges frbmvﬁs.12/- to Rs.I15/- pur
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Generally the standard of living of the people
refers to the economic condition,,mode of dvelling, diet
end dress etc. of the people. Owing to the development
programme and incréased money supply at the hands of the
people living etanéﬁrd in both the villages have
significantly changéd. Yearing modern dresses have become
nore common to boté?billages. However, the rate of
change is faster i@“ﬂokha than inn Koio. Hore children
are being sent to ébe private feed schools. In Wokha at
present more than I50 school childra are studying in
different private English schools in the main town
vhereas in Koio only 65 cbildren ar7étndy1ng at ‘
Chukidong, a small developing town near Koio. Tradition—
al beds and wooden seats are replaced by the modeen onea.
In Wokha, some of the webL&Q@o people keep modern
furnitures. 014 types of earthern pots have been _
substituted by steel and a2luminium utensig. As compared
to Koio more of Wokha people 1live in tin—roofed‘houses.
Hany of them owns radio,taperecorder, bycycles etc.
Hajorityaof the Koio people spend between Rs.75/- to
Rs.IOQ/- on their domestic needs as against Rs.I50/- to

Rs.225/- per month in Wokha village. This indicates
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that the economic status of the pecple hAag~ gone up.

However, the rate of change is more visible in Wokha

village than Koio

" The Lotha tribe .. .7 = hasyn
8xX0gamous syatem.6;?Eiaﬁf¥$ﬁ§£g_ar%&hre%phratries
divided iato clanswhich are furthéfuzglit‘ap~ip§o
kindreds. The clans are nazmed as Kikon.?atton,Ovuﬁg;“\
Jami,Jungi,Tsopoe,Hgullie,Huntsce,Kithan, Shitre,Hozhiu
Murry, Odyui,Yanthan,Ezung,Tungoe,Zni,lapon,Taanglae,
Sungphi, Echungmong-rui and Khuving. In Yokha cians
iike Hurry,Kikon,?ungoe,Kithan.ﬁumtse,Hgnllie,Sungphi
and Echunaong-rui inhabit the village while only the
clans like Kiion,ﬂgullie, Ezung and Patton are found in
Koio. .

In both Wokha and Koio the family is
usually a nuclear family consieting of mepbers ranging
from $-10. In some families, particudarly in Wokha,
onels grgndparents. brothet and sistem, brother-in-daw
or gister-in-lav algo 1ive in one's own family house.

But generally it was not s0 as in the case of Koio - ~>
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for most of the young pecple set up their own houses
after marriage. Pather being the head of the family fs
reaponsible for the finances and;the main breadvinner.
Today with the economic éndependence the situation had
changed. In Eokha,fthe woman folk have & already coame
forward to enhancé?ihé income of the household. A number
of them are engageéfin governnent services. They also &
&row vegetables thé%aelves in the kitchangarden and sell
them in the town market to meet the primary expehses

of the family. However, in Koio women have g0 far no
such diversification.They are entirely ehgaged in
agricultural activities besides their domasﬁic affairs.

In the past the marriageable age for a gxil
girl wvas betwven I4-18 and for boy, 17-22. But as the

economic standard gf the people has increased more and
more opportunity of sending children to the school has
become possible now. Hence age for qarriége has
increased. Particularly in onha, gtrls age at marriage
at present is mostly between 18-22 and boys between 22-28
as ageinst 16-20 for girls and between 22+25 for boys in
Koio village. In the past the economic étatus has

become very important. The average expenditurs for a

marriasge in Koio is about Rs.2000-3000 as against



121

Rs.5000-10000 in Wokha village. The emphasis on
economic factors in marriage has incrased with an eye
on gaining higher social status whereas the significance
of rituals in marriage has gone down. Another important
change in social life for both the villages is the
breaking down of cé;tain.kimahip cbligations. Members
of one clan in wdﬁha and Kcio are linked together by
kinship and marriassge, bydggg;group relations or by ties
_gﬁﬂkiﬁghipwé%ﬁéEE/;;aividuals, such people ususally
exchangeé labour wherever such a - need was there. But
vith the development of land and monetization of the
eCanmy,tha“ecbﬁomic digension of the kinship relation
has broken down. As & result in Yokha village where
there is more demand of labour in the village, labourers
hake to be hired on wvages rather than acquired on.kinshiﬁ
teras.People thinK; of time in term of amoney. Therefore
with the eonomic development the'kinship rélationshave
significantly changed to money rela tions,

Prior to the ecoromic development, part-
icularly in the field of agriculture not a single

primary school was there in toth villages. It was only
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after 1960s a primary school was introduced in Wokha
village. Tren one private Middle English school was
established in I971 and managed by the contribtution
made by the peopl; till 1977..In Koio, only after 1983,
one Govt, sponsore& primary schcol was introduced.With
the economic development more and more students are

sent to private English school. In Wokha about I50
students are studying in different private English
school at WYokha town as against around 65 in Koio.

village.
(c) Cultural change:

The traditonal dress and ornaments
have all changed to modern ones. The impact of modern
education, christianity and modern agricultural teghno£§
briught tremendous change in dress. Thefgate of change
on dress is more in ¥Wokha than in Koio.Wokha village
people used modern dresses life shirts,pants,coats, etc.
Owing to various factors like contact with the outside

world,education and improvement in the standard of living
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the people changed taeir traditional ornauents to modern
things like finger ring, earrings, ecklaces etc. Food
pattern has also changed. Formerly the péople took meals
thrice a day which cohtained items like vegetables, fish,
dryfish etc. But now tﬁose vho are_elightly in the higher
income bracket could afford to have friod food, frequent |
tea and snacks.'The traditional pattern of houses gave
way to modern types of houses. The roof material is now
changxng to tin roof and so alco the con&tructxon designed
has changed. ¥ith the introduction of cottage rice mall
in the village, fhings like nortar and pestle are
disappearing; cans and barrels are used instead of
liguor-vet; bambdq shelf has besn replaced by wooden
bozes and are used as cupboard; pfccelain cup and tumdlers
are used; steel and aluminium utensila are also wused.
Almost the entire population of both the
villages have embraced christianity. Increase in village
economy helped to widen the horizon of church activities.
WYokha viliage have more expanded church prograices than the
Koio village. For examcle the income and expenditure of
foio village is R3.48,222/~ and Rs.40,573/- in 1885 as
R8.2,35,393.99 and Rs.1,97,687.09 in Wokha village in the

same year.:



(d) Political Orsanization and _Change:

In the past days each village was ruled
by a Chief(Ekhuing) and assisted by an informal council
of elders. But the post ceased to exist. Villages are
nov managed by the coudcil of village members with the
Gaonburas selected by the Go;grwgéfore the Britishers,
the systen 0f self-government was prevalent but after the
advent of th%ﬁrisishers more changes Wa&?brought about.

In both villages the aembers of the village council

should represent their lineage. They select a represntatve
from a set of I0 houses. In Wokha villagé, the selection
vas done on kinship basis but we find that sozme use

noney power to ge:fmected. In Wokha: it was observed that
more of external pclitical element were involved rather
than were econcomic forces. While it was more economically
motivated in Koio village. This indicates that with the
developument there has been asome diversification of
interest, the result of whichn is seen in the political
arena. A number of cases has ben settled by the village
council in both the villages. .Cases of dispute of land,
divorce, adultery etc are settled at village level éhile

cases like nmurder, stealing are repcrted to District

magistrate ccurt,
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?o sum up, in the p;ﬁéeding chapters our attempt
was to find out what impact the agriculturzal development
had on the people in the village had mixed results.

As regards our methodolégy the control villajge
was not entirely outside the influence of what was
'happening in the region or in the neighbourhocd.However
iqbpite of inherent liditation we found some interesting
results. There is no doubt that Wokha is more prosperous.
The investment the:e on material goeds is higher than in
RKoio village. In this sense; Wokha village loock a littile
more modern than Koio. The Xk labour at Wokha has more
weges than at g Koio which muzgs =means more money_at
the hand of the people at %¥okha. More people are
literate at Wokha than in Koio. The traditonal structure
of the fawily at ¥Yokhe is changing significantly. A
good number of women at Wokha have jobs in offices and
schools. Age at marriage at Yokha is mush higher which
id found to effect the demographic structure in course
of time. In the religiocus field it iz seen that people
are becoming more materialist. This is seen in both the

villages.



126

In pclitical arena Yokha hasg already become a part
of the political,activity whereas Koio village appears

to remain in back waters.

Nobwithstanding the limitation of the methodolegy
the study shows a positive correlation between economic,

social, cuitdral, pelitical factors.
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