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INTRODUCTION

In this work, which will be published in three Volumes as
indicated below, the author deals with the culture, customs, belicfs
and social values of important tribals concentrated in the States of
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur
and Nagaland, known as seven sisters. These govern their family,
marriage, rituals, festivals, moral code and community living and they
vary from one tribe to another.

Religion, which varies from tribe to tribe, is intimately interwoven
with the tribal way of life. They live not only in their human tribal
society but in a greater society consisting of spirits and unscen
supernatural beings, both benevolent and malevolent. Their religion
forms a very important aspect of the culture and performs and
important social role. Their deity may be Hindu gods and goddesses,
spirits of Nature, river, hill and forest, ghosts, etc. In most tribes
every village or a group of village has a deity. Many tribals were
converted into Christianity. But even the best of Christian
missionaries sometimes got converted to a tribal culture, for

.example, Verrier Elwin began life as a missionary among the tribals

but later gave up Christianity, married a tribal woman, and devoted
himself to the study of tribal society.

Volume-1  Tribals and Their Culture in Assam, Meghalaya
and Mizoram.

Volume-Il  Tribals and Their Culture in Arunachal Pradesh
: and Tripura.

Volume-III  Tribals and Their Cultwre in Manipur and
Nagaland.

The author was stationed at Dimapur, Nagaland, as Director,
Khadi and Village Industries Commission for over four years and
toured extensively in tribal villages of the seven states. This helped
him to come in close contact with several tribal chiefs and with their
help he was able to collect information.

—

Dasshera, : G.K. Ghosh
Bombay.



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
151
16.
17.
18.

CONTENTS

Introduction

Impact of East Bengal Culture
Impact of Assamese Culture
Koch

Bodo

Dimasa Kachchari

Mech Kachchari

Hajong

Aitunia

Karbi

Lalung

Ahom

Phake

Tairung

Khasi

Ge) &

Lakher

Mizo

Hmar

e

Bibliography

Index

V)

13
17
21
31
37
39
41
47
63
67
69
73
79
89

107

117

125

137 4



BOOKS OF SIMILAR INTEREST

Population, Family and Culture : R.N. Pati Rs. 150/-

Reservation Policy in India : R.S. Padhy and Rs. 150/-
Jayashree Mohapatro _

Reservation Policy and Scheduled Castes in India : _ Rs. 150/-
A.K. Vakil A ' -

Rural Health : N.D. Kamble ; ; Rs. 100/-

Santals : Religion and Rituals : A.B. Chaudhry Rs. 150/-

Scheduled Castes at the Cross Roads : C. Parvathamma Rs. 150/-

Scheduled Castes and Tribes : A Socio-Economic Survey :*  Rs. 200/-
C. Parvathamma

. Social Order in India (1948-1988) : S.K. Ghosh ' Rs. 200/-
Socio-Economic Backwardness in Women : A. Mukherji ~~ Rs. 50/-
and Neelam Verma
Tribals Demography in India : R.V. Pati Rs. 300/-
Tribal India : K.S. Padhy Rs. 100/-
Tribal Development in India : R.V. Pati and B. Jena Rs. 200/-
~Witch Killings Amongst Santals : A.B. Chaudhuri Rs. 150/-
Women and Medical Care : Leena Sumaraj Rs. 200/-
Women Police and Social Change : Shamim Aleem Rs. 150/-
Women and Social Change in India : Snehalata Panda Rs. 150/-
‘Women, Work and Discrimination : Rs. 200/-
Dr. (Mrs.) Savitri Arputhamurty
Health, Environment and Development : R.N. Pati Rs. 300/-

Health and Family Welfare Services in India : B. Jena and Rs. 300/-
R.N. Pati

Helping the Handicapped : (Problems and Prospects) : Rs. 200/-
Arvindrai N. Desai

Indian Women Through the Ages : S.K. Ghosh Rs. 250/-

Law Enforcement in Tribal Areas : S.K. Ghosh Rs. 150/-

ASHISH PUBLISHING HOUSE

-8/81, PUNJABI BAGH, NEW DELHI-110026
ASHISH PHONE : 500581, 5410924



