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e J;::;‘sethe second and the last Volume of the series. These
e t; are the produc:t of long studies extending over
i (J de.cades. Inspfration for this study was initially
e Soom assignments given to me to write articles for
i ouvenirs, Journals and Periodicals on various aspects
Indiae acﬁ:‘vmes of t13e American Baptist Mission in North-East
Assoéiati e formation of the North-East India History
studies for wider public Intturmmes oo (07 MOPE exiensive
stu er public. uction of a Course in M.A.,
tﬁhs:!(::y :): Chnsk tianity in North-East India’ also added a fillci’;;l
i v.a o .h Except - some authoritative works by few
v stﬁdgl ;\s whose perspectives are different, the near absence
o tz'd y the soaa! scientists also excited me to undertake
. d.v: thy of _great importance, without the knowledge of
o ;th e social a.nd cultu.ral changes that affected the people
orth-East India especially the hill tribes ‘would not be
properly understood in its historical perspecti\’re This work i
It?llerefore cal.'ri?d out, in a sense, to fill up .this lacunael's
Ngrv:;:rEe:; tthI:fdxl'z n'(;;‘ etl:.e only Foreign Mission that worked m
st India. e were many other Forei issi

operated in different parts of N-E Im)i’ia, and unl:;?;llhg}s:llgx‘ns

are brought under scrutiny, the i of hi
i o v y, work on this :Lspect of history
DA

X e American Baptist Mission was  the £ i
~ T me ] e first F
defC.hnser:::lpI\fla:fsslg? ;«lrlélclh ds;t ltll}‘) permanent fs\'ﬁssion Cent(:::giz
. -t India, though they never came t
fc;r the people of N-E India, They cast th);ir eyes on :heosvl::;ls‘
of Up.pe.r Burma anq the Chinese of South China as their fields
obsnu;ismnary actiylty. It was only when they realised the
absurdity of reaching Upper Burma from Upper Assam that

Pref vii
they turned their attention to the Brahmaputra valley as the
alternative field of Missionary activity.

When the American Baptist Missionaries finally decided
to make Assam as their Mission field in 1841, ‘the whole of
N-E India was offered to them for their Missionary activity with
a promise of protection of their lives and: property by the British
officials. But the limited resources at their command and the
lack of Missionary personnel were the two constraints which
compelled them to confine their Missionary activities only to
the limited areas of the Brahmaputra valley, the Garo Hills of
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur and a few outlying villages of
Arunachal Pradesh bordering Assam, Therefore, this Volume
is also confined to the study of the Missionary activities in
secular fields in these parts of N-E India only. :

When the American Baptist Missionaries began their work
in the Brahmaputra valley, they began with open preachings
in the bazaars, streets and in the villages to the teeming
millions of the people. But when this method failed to bear
any fruit, they switched on to other methods, such as, opening
of schools, publication of literature in local languages,
translation and publication of religious texts and the Bible, and
the opening of dispensaries and hospitals and other humani-
tarian works. These methods were adopted by them as other
methods of evangelisation) Otherwise, they could not have
come here just to give education and literature to the people
they had never heard nor seen. Their missionwas clear. It was
to convert people into Christianity. Therefore, this volume
deals with the history of education, literature, medical care and
other humanitarian works as organised and run by the
American Baptist Mission as adjuncts to their basic objective.
From this point of view, this is the first of its kind, and in
a sense, it reflects the current stage of research in a vast
expanding field of social sciences. ¢

The sources for this work are numerous ranging-from
diaries, personal and official letters, extensive correspondence,
jubilee reports, triennial, biennial, and annual reports of the
Missionaries in the field, other Missionary papers and
discussions, to many published and unpublished works. Out
of these myriad sources, I have not picked and chose only
those materials that suited me but reprodwnced ad verbatim the
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reports given by those who were imvolved in the work and
then the conclusions drawn. As a student of history, I have
found it more interesting and stimulating in writing about
people and institutions based on empirical data, or, of which,
one finds himself a part rather than writing about strange

ity in North-East India, for deriving inspirations from my class
lectures and their inquisitiveness. I also thank Shri K.M. Rai
Mittal of Mittal Publications, New Delhi, for bringing out this
volume without delay.

MILTON S. SANGMA







