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Foreword

r. L. Bino Devi’s “The Lois of Manipur’

(Andro, Khurkhul, Phayeng and Sekmai) isa

pioneering work on the Chakpa section of the
Lois of Manipur. Historically, the Lois do not constitute
a single community but cover various several sections
belonging to the Meiteis, Chakpa etc. The present study
is concentrated on the Chakpas who are among the
carliest communities of Manipur. The Chakpas have
maintained their identity within the Meitei social fold
despite their conversion to Vaisnavism.

Dr. L. Bino Devi has successfully analysed the
relationship between the Chakpa of the four villages
and the Meitei. The ethno-history of this section of the
Lois is well-projected for which credit should be given
to her.

Of course there is a current controversy that the term
‘Lois’ as a distinct social category under “Scheduled
Caste” should be expanded to all historical Lois covering
over thirty villages.

This original research work of the scholar will
contribute to a better understanding of the Lois and
specially the Chakpas of the four villages.

I congratulate the author for the original piece of
research. I hope, this work will be well-received by the
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scholars and those who are interested in the rich history
and culture of Manipur.

GANGMUMEI KAMEI

Former Professor of History
Manipur University and

Former Minister,

Forest and Environment, Manipur
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Preface

e present work is mostly based on a Research

Project —“Socio-Economic and Political Life

of the Scheduled Caste Community (the LOIS)

in the Meitei Society” carried out under the U.G.C. The
bulk of the work was undertaken with the advice and

initiative of my guide Prof. M. Horam who was in the
Department of Political Science in Manipur University.

[ always felt it interesting to study the caste system
prevalent in Manipur which is quite distinct from-its
practice in other parts of India. (The historical
background of their origin and also the practice as
prevalent here with less rigidity in matters of social
relation with other groups show the nature of the Lois
of Manipur in a different light as distinct from the caste
system in other parts of India). In this connection the
Lois of Manipur who are treated as scheduled castes
have a slightly different status but not as low as that of
other scheduled caste communities.

Another interesting aspect is the language of the
“Lois” which is considered to be dialects. The tonal
aspect of their language is different from the language
spoken by the general Meiteis. All the British scholars
marked that many Meitei words are in the Loi language.
But the question is not of similarity but of difference.
Language-wise the two languages are closely identical.
The Lois of Andro, Sekmai and Phayeng believe that

~ once they had a separate dialect though it is mostly
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forgotten. But as of now they speak the Meitei language
with certain tonal difference.

The similarity of the “Meiteis’ and the ‘Lois’ in matters ,

of religious worship and language and the present trend
in the behaviour of both groups are matters of great
interest.

To the present day Manipuris, it will be quite
interesting to note that the Andros once occupied the
present ‘Khuman Lampak’ where now a big sports
complex with modern facilities had been constructed
‘Khuman’ meaning ‘Khun aman (ba)’ i.e. old discarded
‘Khun' (village).

My effort has been only to have certain aspects and
it has not been possible to have in-depth study of the
‘Lois”. I have made some effort to touch on the socio-
economic and political life of these people under the
guidance of my supervisor. Any mistake or shortcoming
is due to my lack of knowledge. My supervisor had
given immense help and guidance throughout the work
for which I cannot help expressing my indebtedness.
Any such work has to depend on the scholarship of a
number of pioneers without whose works, I shall be
simply groping in the dark. Some of the records are old
and some personalities mentioned herein like the
eminent minister from Sekmai, Kh. Chaoba Singh is no
more. For omissions and commissions here and there, I
crave the indulgence of my readers and whatever credit
from the book I owe to my guide and teachers who
inspired me for studies.

I am grateful to the management of Mittal
Publications, New Delhi specially to Shri K.M. Rai Mittal
for taking the responsibility of publishing the book
which otherwise might not have seen the day.

L. Bino Devi
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