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TuE NorTH-EAST FRONTIER AGENCY (NEFA) is a wild and
mountainous tract of about 30,000 sq. miles in the Assam
Himalayas bounded by Bhutan, Tibet, Burma and the
Valley of the Brahmaputra. It is divided for administrative
purposes into five Frontier Divisions—Kameng, Subansiri,
Siang, Lohit and Tirap—with their headquarters at Bomdi
La, Ziro, Along, Tezu and Khonsa respectively. It is inhabi-
ted by a large number of Indo-Mongoloid tribes, speaking
some fifty different dialects. This book describes the Gallongs,

an important tribe living in the Siang Frontier Division.



PREFACE

The most difficult part of an anthropologist’s job, it is said,
begins when he returns from the field. While in the field I
found myself busy collecting materials. I did not have time to
look back to them and write up there. But when I settled down
to the sifting' and the processing of the materials I found myself
at sea. I could not make out where to begin and where to end.
However, when I began working on them, the difficulties were
overcome and the result is here.

This study has been undertaken to give an introductory idea
of the Gallongs, their country, material culture, social and
economic organizations, rituals and belief and a few other
aspects of their life. Space and time did not permit to give a
fuller details on the above topics. Theoretical interpretations
have been avoided, as then it would have taken much time and
space. Facts have been presented before the readers and now
it is upto them to evolve theories out of these facts. As there
has been no substantial material on the Gallongs, published so
far, it may form a basis to future investigations. Keeping this
in mind, an attempt has been made to give a brief outline of
almost all the aspects of their culture.

In the field of publication of books, it is my maiden venture.
Limitations and shortcomings are bound to be there, for which
I myself shoulder the entire responsibility.

I take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude and thank-
fulness to Shri K. L. Mehta, and Shri N. K. Rustomji the
former and the present Advisers to the Governor of Assam,
who have kindly given me the opportunity to carry on research
on the tribes of the Siang Frontier Division. They have always
extended their helping hands for the cause of anthropological
research in the North-East Frontier Agency and have been a
source of inspiration to us. The debt I owe to Dr Verrier
Elwin, Adviser for Tribal Affairs, is that of a pupil to his pre-
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ceptor. He went through the manuscript with great patience
and made valuable corrections and suggestions. And as a mark
of all this, this book is dedicated to him. I wish to record in
particular my gratitude to my Gallong friend Shri Taluk Rano,
who was my interpreter and guide. I am greatly indebted and
thankful to the officers and the staff of the Research Depart-
ment, NEFA, Shillong, for their kindly going through the
manuscript, making valuable suggestions and corrections, making
drawings and for typing out the manuscript. I will be failing
in my duty if I do not express my thanks to all others who
have helped me in the preparation of this book, individual
acknowledgements not being possible here. I look forward to
their help again in the preparation of my next book, The
Minyongs. 1 am highly appreciative of the co-operation and
help given by the people whose life has been depicted here.

Shillong L. R. N. Srvastava
March 1962



Making designs on a skirt
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