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“Very little is needed to make a happy
life; it is all within yourself, in your
way of thinking.”

--- Marcus Aurelius
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Corruption: Its impact
VIGILANCE Awareness Week is observed
between 30th October to 4th November every year

in all Government and public sector organisations.
Over the years this observance has become just a

symbolic gesture where some persons of repute are

invited to give a pep talk and its business as usual
after that. Corruption in India is endemic. However,
the Global Corruption Index (GCI) shows India at
75th position out of 175 countries. In 2014 India
was at 96th position. While the GCI is all about
perception as opposed to ground realities there is

some hope that at least in the ease of doing business
India might fare better than it used to. Corruption is

not easy to define in tangible terms but it essentially

means miszuse or abuse of power by people who
are supposed to be custodians of public money. They

are essentially politicians, bureaucrats and managers

of corporations etc. However, corruption is not just
about giving or receiving bribes; it is also about

nepotism and the injudicious use of resources. When

resources are wasted because of poor deployment
it is the poor that are hurt the most, This is seen

especially in health care and education. Government

health departments are known to procure medicines
which are spurious or with a short shelf life mainly

because there is a collusion between the drug
suppliers and the Health Minister or the Health
bureaucracy. The same is true of education too

where teachers who are not qualified are appointed

because they have political clout or because they
have paid money to the appointing authorities.

In government and semi government institutions

and sometimes even in banks, the 'red tape'is a way
of making it difficult to do straight and transparent

transactions. The more convoluted the rules the more

the opportunities for bureaucrats to bend them by
taking cuts from contractors/suppliers. One way of

doing away with corruption is to simplify the rules

and make the bidding process transparent. Also in
the age of digital technology a robust system of check

and balances can be created where the chances of

human interface are reduced. India is yet to develop
a zero-tolerance policy for corruption where the

corrupt are given exemplary punishment. In fact, in

India, it is the bureaucracy that is the problem and
which hinders good governance. When this will

change is a difficult question to answer!

Corruption impacts on quality of service delivered
to the people. A good example is the quality of roads

in Meghalaya. Driving licenses are issued without a

test drive, resulting in careless driving and accidents
galore. Polluting industries are allowed to continue

because they are given a clean chit by the Pollution

Control Boards. These are just a few examples.
Others abound but with a passive citizenry and a

dearth of whistle blowers corruption continues

unabated.

| LOOKING BACK |

US’ Asia Policy

Af-India & terrorism

New Delhi hosted three
important foreign dignitaries
last week, Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani, followed by
US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson and Italian Prime
Minister Paolo Gentiloni. All
three had their respective
agendas, but India,
interestingly, focused on
cross-border terrorism as its
principal concern.

Ghani came for a day-
long working visit to review
ongoing ties, Tillerson
attempted to impress upon
India to play a bigger role in
Asia, in particular
Afghanistan, and Gentiloni
was here to mend relations,
after the infamous marines'
case. The relations between
New Delhi and Rome had
plummeted since, but
thawed with  Foreign
Minister Sushma Swaraj's
visit to the Vatican for
canonisation of Mother
Teresa, and Gentiloni's visit
after 10 years since former
PM Romand Prodi visited
India. Gentiloni and Modi
signed six treaties on various
trades, discussed FTA
negotiations between India
and EU, shared mutual
concerns on terrorism and
promised cooperation in
fighting it.

However, of more
strategic importance were
the visits of Ghani and
Tillerson. Ghani was on the
same page as India on
Pakistan sponsoring
terrorism against both
countries. He sought India's
help in building and training
its military and police in the
wake of gradual withdrawal
of American and NATO
forces from Afghan soil.
India is by far the biggest
development-donor of
Afghanistan in the region
with $3 billion aid so far. But
New Delhi has refused to
send soldiers to
Afghanistan not to
antagonize Pakistan, Kabul
feels that India's distancing
militarily is not helping the
situation.

Kabul has warned
Islamabad that unless it
opens Wagha and Attari
borders for India-
Afghanistan trade to transit
through Pakistan, it will deny
access to Pakistan to
Central Asia. As an alternate
route, New Delhi and Kabul
broke new grounds by using
Chabahar port in Iran., by
sending the first
consignment of wheat from
Kandla port to Chabahar,
and from there it was to be
sent by trucks to land-locked
Afghanistan. A project to
build rail route is underway
from Chabahar to Zahedan,
Afghan border, by New

By Dr DK. Giri

Delhi and Teheran for over
$1 billion. Furthermore, an
India-Afghanistan airfreight
corridor has been set up. This
covers the full spectrum of
connectivity between the
two.

Ghani also sought to
invoke the provision in
Special Partnership
Agreement (SPA) for military
support. India has supplied
four combat helicopters Mi-
25 in 2015 which were "life-
savers" according to Afghan
military. It needs ammunition
and engineers to maintain
the aircrafts. India is mulling
over it.

The SPA signed in 2011
between the two will be
upgraded to a New
Development partnership. It
should be noted that India
has been heavily engaged in
reconstruction of war-torn
Afghanistan and has so far
built over 200 public and
private schools, sponsored
1000 scholarships and hosts
over 16,000 Afghan students.
It has built a state-of-the-art
Parliament building and its
past projects covered,
education, health,
infrastructure, etc. India
would implement some
important new projects -
Shatoon Dam and Drinking
Water Project, low cost

housing for refugees
returning to Naharpar
province, gypsum

manufacturing plant in
Kabul, poly-clinic in Mazhar-
e-Sharif, etc. India will also
undertake 116 high impact
projects in 31 provinces. All
in all, the development
programme would continue
till 2022.

However, Kabul's biggest
worry is the Taliban and
would want all support it can
garner to combat it. In the
recent past, the Quadrilateral
group of US, China, Pakistan
and Afghanistan met in
Qatar to resolve the conflict
between Afghan
government and Taliban.
Kabul felt Pakistan was
trying to impose a solution
in favour of Taliban, as it did
in the past by installing a pro-
Pakistan Taliban
government. Kabul wants a
solution "initiated,
controlled, and managed by
Afghanistan". In his speech
here, Ghani stated: "with
India we have alignment of
interests". It would like India
to play a greater, high-profile
role including military
engagement. Will New Delhi
bite the bullet?

Likewise, Tillerson would
like to nudge India to play a
pivotal role in Asia, and the

Indo-Pacific region.
Obviously, America wants
to counter China, which
aims to gradually replace
the US as the super power.
On the eve of his visit to S
Asia, Tillersen made a
forceful case for US-India
partnership in his speech
at Centre for Strategic and

International  Studies,
Washington DC titled
"Defining our

Relationship with India for
the Next Century".

"India and the US share
common values and
vision" and are natural
allies, he said and blamed
China, in no uncertain
terms, for destabilising the
global order, as he
promised to deepen co-
operation with India. He
observed: "China, while
rising alongside India, has
done so less responsibly,
at times, undermining the
international rule-based
order, even as countries
like India operate within a
framework that protects

other nations'
sovereignty". Beijing was
further  blamed  for
subverting the
sovereignty of
neighbouring countries by
pursuing "predatory

economics” and extending
"bad debt."

A more powerful pro-
India  statement by
Tillerson was: "security
issues that concern India
are concerns of the US
too." The speech was
music to South Block in
Delhi as it came after the
'New Afghan Policy' and
South Asia Strategy
announced by the US
earlier this year, which
charged Pakistan for
sponsoring terrorism. It
said: "Pakistan provides
safe haven to agents of
chaos, violence and terror.
Pakistan should stop it."
The strategy singled out

India for greater
engagement in
Afghanistan.

On India-Pakistan

relations, both New Delhi
and Washington agree as
it was reiterated during
Tillerson's visit, "that
renunciation of violence
and terror, and closure of
cross-border safe havens
and sanctuaries were
essential for any
meaningful progress and
lasting peace". It is evident

that Islamabad's
unfettered support to
terror groups is

destablising the entire
region. Ghani was clear on

Pakistan's negative and
vicious role, but US tries
to balance India and
Pakistan. A section in US
External Relations want
condition-based relations
with Pakistan, not to
isolate it totally, while
others want India in, and
Pakistan out of the
equation. Many observers
would say that the US'
New Afghan Policy is a
'game-changer'.
Undeniably, the US
wants to sketch out an
important role for India in
S Asia and Indo-Pacific
region. We may recall that
it has been nudging India
to rise to counter China. In
2012, the then Defence
Secretary Leon Panetta
had underlined: "India is
linchpin of the US pivot to
Asia strategy.” Even under

Obama leadership,
preceded by  Bush
Administration, the

attempt was to deepen
Indo-US ties -- economic,
cultural and diplomatic.
But the UPA government
declined to play that role
for US in Asia.

India is perhaps wary
of Trump's inconsistency,
US ambivalence on
Pakistan, its mixed
approach to China,
attitude to Iran, and nearer
home, the issue of HIB

visa  for  Indian-IT
professionals. Although
there are  frequent

allusions to India and US
being two big democracies
and multi-cultural politics,
foreign policies are based
on self-interest and what
John J. Mearsheimer called
the 'offensive realism' in
his book Tragedy of Great
Power Politics.

It is self interest that
counts in the ultimate
analysis. So does India's
self-interest align with US
policy or should it
continue to play an
autonomous world role, a
throw-back to the days of
non-alignment? Realists
would advocate that India
should sign a defence pact
with US to counter China
and Pakistan. It may be
too soon to do so. But
playing an active and
engaging role in Asia
alongside, US, Japan and
Australia to combat the
menace of terror, to
promote peace and
prosperity, democracy and
freedom etc, is a role India
should be ready to
embrace. The world is
watching as we too keep a
watchful eye. ---INFA

(The author teachers
at Jama Milia Islamia
University)

TO THE EDITOR

May 3, 1989

Shillong Zonal Co-op seminar

A Seminar on "involve-
ment of Women in Coopera-
tives" was inaugurated in
Shillong on Friday by the
Meghalaya Minister of State
for Cooperation Mr H S
Shylla. The seminar, the first
of its kind to be held in
Meghalaya, was attended by
96 delegates from all over the
State. In his inaugural
address, Mr Shylla
emphasized the need for
economic self suf-ficiency
among the women and
stressed the importance of
disseminating information
about the ideology, princi-
ples and practices of coop-
eratives so as to enhance the
involvement of women in
them. Mr Shylla released a
special souvenir to mark the
occasion.The seminar was
also ad-dressed by the
Registrar of Cooperative
Societies, Mr S S Gupta who
termed the co-operative
movement as a people's
movement which should be
aimed at eliminat-ing

middlemen. In his
presidential ad-dress, the
Chairman of the Meghalaya
Cooperative Apex Bank, Mr
G Mpylliemngap noted that
women, who labour more
than men, have a great role
to play in developing their
families and societies and
while cooperative societies
are the main instruments to
bring about socio economic
development, the
movement for this cannot
be complete with out
women's participa-tion in
cooperatives.The seminar
was also ad-dressed by the
Registrar of Cooperative
Societies, Mr S S Gupta who
termed the co-operative
movement as a people's
movement which should be
aimed at eliminat-ing
middlemen. Others who
spoke on the occasion were
the Vice President of the
Meghalaya State Coopera-
tive Union, Mr Diengdoh,
and the Chairman of the
Khasi  Pnar  Primary
Coopera-tive Society.

Writing on the wall

Editor,

One of the most open
secrets of the state of
Meghalaya is the wayward
and errant manner in which
our MLAs and elected
representatives carry out
and operate the so called
MLA Scheme. For the
uninitiated, the MLA
Scheme is a conspiracy on
how MLAs spend public
money (your money and
mine) as if it were their own
personal money. Now
finally all suspicions have
been confirmed; the secret
laid wide open,;
wrongdoings exposed to
one and all.

The news headlines of
the Oct 26, 2017 speaks of
the unearthing of a huge
scam in the MLA schemes
run by the Laban MLA. This
expose came through a RTI
sting operation mounted
none other than by his own
supporters, people who
knew but who decided to
back up their accusations
with facts and figures.
Unaccounted expenditures
of public funds running into
crores; arbitrary
appointment, without a
tendering process, of a
single man supplier; gifting
away utensils and dinner
sets raises the question:
what do these have to do
with development; with the
eradication of poverty or
with the Dbuilding of
infrastructure? This is how
MLAs squander scarce
resources. It's not their
personal money! It's public
money!

The shameless excuse

that this is all part of a
political vendetta against the
MLA, Mr Sanbor Shullai
does not hold water. There is
strong suspicion that 99% of
all our MLAs indulge in
similar illegal activities as far
as the MLA scheme is
concerned. It is useless to
demand for an enquiry by the
Govt. It's like asking a thief
to catch a thief. I would
request the public minded
group from Kynjat Phutbol,
who had moved the RTI
against their own MLA, to
take their campaign to clean
politics one step further.
Please move a PIL in the High
Court or the Supreme Court
for an investigation into how
Meghalaya MLAs utilise
their MLA funds. The RTI
findings are evidence
enough for admission of
such a writ. Misappropriation
and embezzlement of the
public exchequer, to the tune
of hundreds of crores of
rupees, must be exposed. The
criminals must be arrested
and punished. No one is
above the law! Please read
the writing on the wall.
Yours etc.,
P Wahlang,
Shillong- 4

Snub to Modi or

sheer ignorance?

Editor,

CNN News 18 headlines
on Oct 29 last reported that
data of 300 Aadhar numbers
of pensioners were stolen in
Hyderabad. This reminds of
the utter disregard for Prime
Minister Modi's pro-poor and
pro-people push on Aadhar
Cards by the local postal
authority of Tura West Garo

Hills. Firstly, the Aadhar
cards of all individuals
enrolled were sent by post
from UIDAI (GOI) and
were to be delivered to
each individual Aadhar
card holder in their mailing
address. But to my shock
and surprise these Aadhar
cards are lying unattended
outside the glass
enclosure counter of the
Tura Post Office for
anybody to grab and run
away with. If there is
shortage of manpower to
deliver the Aadhar cards,
the postal department
should have made use of
the public address system
of the DIPR, Tura and also
the media to give wide
publicity asking those
enrolled for the Aadhar to
collect the cards
personally from the post
office after showing valid
proof of identity. But the
casual handling of this
important matter by the
post is a direct insult to the
PM and his Govt. In my
tenure as a former
journalist of the IPR
department Tura there
were all kinds of requests
to publicise government
schemes, programmes etc.,
in greater public interest.
Will the postal authorities
please take note ?
Another of the PM's pet
scheme the PMAY ( Prime
Minister's Awaas Yojna)
which received wide
response from the people
when notified by the TMB
( Tura Municipal Board)
seems to have lost traction
and got stuck elsewhere
since most of the

applicants had drawn
"ZERO " answer and the
PMAY scheme seems to
have vaporized into thin
air. Who is to be held
accountable for this
tangle? Will the PMO
please take note of this?
Coming back to the
Aadhar enrolment most of
those enrolled at Tura
Upper Chandmary SSA
School premises
including myself, have got
the UID Card but some
housewives are yet to get
theirs. On being told that
Aadhar photograph is
being taken at the DC's
Office Tura some
housewives scurried to the
spot only to be told that

it's only for Govt.
employees. The same
happened  with  the
TMB(Tura Municipal

Board) ! The million dollar
question is: who will be
answerable for this fiasco
and flip-flop because
Tura town has maximum
number of women
contractors whose bank
accounts will have to be
linked with Aadhar cards
on or before 3lst
December according to
diktat from the RBI and
Finance Ministry. Of
course this is extended up
to March 31, 2018 for those
who had not yet obtained
their UID cards. Will the
concerned authorities
look into the matter
seriously please?
Yours etc.,
Sonaram M Sangma,
Tura

Congress depending on caste equation in

Gujarat elections

Bjp struggling to
break Hardik’s
alliance with dalits

By Kalyani Shankar

New caste equations are
taking shape for the next
December's Gujarat
Assembly polls even as two
opinion polls - one by Times
Now-VMR and another by
India Today-Axis My India
- have given the BIJP
between 118-134 and 115-
125 seats respectively in the
182-member Assembly.
Despite facing double anti
incumbency, the ruling BJP
exudes confidence about
returning to power for 5th
consecutive term based on
its own calculations but the
ground situation is complex.
Interestingly, for the first
time ,the major opponent
Congress is fancying a win
since 1995 in the state. While
the BJP won 115 seats in
2012 Assembly elections, the
Congress has not crossed
the figure of 61 in the state
Assembly since 1995.

When all else has failed,
the caste is the last resort
for political parties. A
demoralised Congress is
hedging on the hope that
caste polarization is the most
effective counter to the

even chants in his rallies Jai
Bhim', 'Jai Mataji' and 'Jai
Sardar' to woo the three
agitating groups of Dalits,
OBCs and Patels. Former
Chief Minister Madhvsinh
Solanki was the author of
this formula but it had later
alienated the dominant
castes.

Going for a caste
coalition is all very well in
paper but it is a complex
issue. The support of 37 per
cent OBCs and 16 per cent
Patels are crucial for both the
parties. Together they can
influence 111 seats. Of the
4.33 crore voters, 65 per cent
are young voters in the 20-
35 year age group and
participants in the
reservation movements.
Lack of jobs is a big problem
faced by them.

Hardik wants Patels
included in the OBC list. The
OBCs in Gujarat constitute
37 per cent of the state's
population and enjoy 27 per
cent reservation. The
dilemma for any government
would be how to provide
reservation to a socially

Sonia Gandhi's political secretary
Ahmed Patel has deep roots in the
state and the Congress Vice
President Rahul Gandhi, is also in
the forefront holding secret parleys
with the youth icons with whose
help he wants to win the state.

religious polarization by the
BJP and is pinning its hopes
on three emerging young
caste leaders.

The Congress has
fielded the old war- horse
former Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot to
stitch the new coalition.
Sonia Gandhi's political
secretary Ahmed Patel has
deep roots in the state and
the Congress Vice President
Rahul Gandhi, is also in the
forefront holding secret
parleys with the youth icons
with whose help he wants
to win the state.

A day after Diwali, the
Congress offered tickets to
Hardik Patel, Jignesh
Mevani  and  Alpesh
Thakore- the three leaders
who are fighting at different
levels to oust the BJP from
power in Gujarat. The state
Congress president Bharat
Solanki calls them three
important factors with
crucial vote bases - Patidars,
OBCs and Dalits. While
Hardik Patel (24) has led a
protracted Patidar agitation
for quotas for Patels,
Mevani (36) left his legal
practice to lead protests
against public flogging of
Dalits at Una last year.
Thakore emerged as the face
of Gujarat's OBCs-about 37
per cent of the state's
population-when he began
a protest against liquor
addiction.

While Hardik Patel,
convener of the Patidar
Anamat Andolan Samiti
(PAAS) and Jignesh
Mevani, convener of the
Rashtriya Dalit Adhikar
Manch  have  openly
declared their anti-BJP
stand, Alpesh Thakore,
backward castes (OBC)
leader and convener of
Gujarat Kshatriya Thakore
Sena has joined the
Congress recently boosting
its morale. Thakore Sena
claims to have a team of 27-
28 lakh volunteers, spread
across 9,500 villages in
Gujarat. Interestingly, the
Congress also extended its
invitation to Aam Admi Party
(AAP).

Why is the Congress
adopting this course? It is
because of its original vision
of KHAM (Kshatriyas,
Harijan, Adivasi, Muslim)
formula that brought the
party to power in 1980 with
a record victory. Congress
vice president Rahul Gandhi

dominant caste without
alienating the OBCs already
benefitting from the quota.
The Congress talks a
formula keeping 49 per cent
reservation for OBC, SC/ST
intact while providing
additional 20 per cent
reservation to the other
communities by passing a
resolution in the State
Assembly once in power.

Secondly, it is clear that
with the entry of Thakore,
the Congress proposes to
target the OBCs as its core
constituency. The challenge
would be how to
accommodate the demands
of Hardik and Alpesh, as
there is traditional rivalry
between the OBCs and
Patels.

There is also friction
between the OBCs and the
Dalits in the villages as the
latter feel they are
suppressed by the former. It
is not known how the
Congress proposes to
handle the contradictions

However, this new caste
coalition has made the BJP
nervous. The remarkable
response to the young trio's
campaign to defeat the BJP,
has made the party
uncertain. Demonetisation
and GST have upset the
traditional vote base of
traders and small
businessmen .The diamond
merchants are on the
warpath.

The BJP strategists think
that Alpesh and Mevani
represent competing caste
groups and would find it
difficult to come together on
the ground. Also all the
three caste leaders are
untested in polls so far
though they are crowd
pullers. Whether they can
convert their popularity into
votes, is a question mark.

Rahul Gandhi has
certainly emerged better in
his Gujarat campaign so far
but his efforts are only a
shot in the dark. The results
depend on a lot of factors
including the  booth
management, converting
the crowds into votes, and
proper ticket distribution
but caste is indeed a
dominant factor. The
KHAM experiment might
work if Lady Luck smiles at
him. One week is said to be
a long time in politics and
we have more than six weeks
to wait before the Gujarat
elections. (IPA Service)
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“Democracy encourages the majority to
decide things about which the majority i
ignorant.”

--- Woodrow T. Wilson
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Economic reforms
THERE is good news for Prime Minister Naren
Modi. India has made considerable progres
ensuring ease of doing business. The World B3
annual ease of doing business global ranking pr
that. It has gone up by thirty places this year

Addressing a festive
gathering at the BJP
headquarters last week, - .
{pgime Minister Narendralhat only an association orgrowth of parties. _ party contests and a

odi urged the media toP0dY Of individual citizens of  The Prime Minister, in reluctant to impos
Srifke a debate on "interndfidia calling itself a political the talk referred to, alsoexternal regulations o
rlegrocracy in  political party and intending to availurged the media to discusspolitical

arties” - an essentjal|tSell Of the provisions of Parthow values and ideology Freedom of the
O&%%quisite for democrati \4 A Of.the Act.r_egardlr_lg are jmparted in political set and govern their o
agydtem of government. Th%%I:(;L?:?dntgfrgcéligltce?lvsﬁrr]“tise-p(?;:IeS' He Cltehd b(ljtinternal structures an
. . issue arisin from 'different voices" heard processes is insisted
ranks 100th among 190 countries reviewed. W Qﬁfonceamd g family _ ~within the BJP contrasting ﬁberau parties.
[hedership and its absolut For this, the association ofit with similarity of views The Spanis

is more, India is among the top improvers. ] ody must  have  athat o . anish
i ; trol in a number of partie at prevailea from central Constitution says that t
ranking shows the growing of close rapport bet\/\,eﬁéﬂas suddenly gpainedﬂemor_andum or rules andeaders to junior-mostinternal structure an
the government and entrepreneurs, especially@faordinary significance infégulations which shouldmembers of the party in theoperation of political

’ indi i e context of theContain a specific provisionjan Sangh era. Heparties must
MSME's. It also indicates a huge improvemen ]ﬂgrthcoming Clevation oethat the association or bodyattributed this loss of democratic.

the country’s economic environment. Prime Minist8bnhul  Gandhi  as shall bear true faith and"unanimity” within the parties in Portugal are t
Narendra Modi deserves special praise as he Prasident of the oldesfegiance to the Constitutionparty to its expansion thatbe governed by th

: e - olitical party in the country,©f India as by law establishechas made “intense trainingprinciples of transparenc
been pursuing this objective with maximum effoffic" S naiose though ngnd to the principles ofsessions” and "regulardemocratic organisatio

India has done best in protecting minorijtyference was made to thisS0¢ialism, secularism, anccommunication” within the and management, a

e Modi has asked the medidémocracy, and —upholdparty impossible. participation by all
shareholders. It holds the fourth position in the w [cl)d sovereignty, unity, and  inner party democracy members. In Finland, th

) . o . particularly watch how the . . ] ) - !
in this regard thanks to significant changes inthe [ayssties  function, how!Ntegrity of India. and inner ideological unity Act on Political Partie
It may well be expectedexist in different adopted in 1969 prescrib

i i ership emerges, and ho . . _ -1
govgrnlng.partytrgn;actlons. Thecountryhas: e cmeTgRs: S anc\}%at the principle of proportions in political that the structure. an
wellin getting electricity connections and maximizjNgeologies are practised®mocracy mentioned in theparties in India and abroad.management of politic

i ' #hin the parties. In his view Provision — first — covers They are set in the parties must be democra
tax payments. Changes in business processes hélie the p internal democracy of theconstitution of commitiees had - regulates  (ho

. o ocratic rocessed .
simplified performance of small entrepreneurs. WIS al decision-makingPary so as to get equippedind selection of leaders, functioning. A
uphold national the process for formulation "plebiscitary model o

By Dr S Saraswathi

parties

=

is also impressive is that there has been an absotutgarties deserve morgéd"emocraoyUnm“umltely < o ormue
: . ; ntion than party fundin 0! ='Y> Or ldeology and policies, intra-party democracy” i
|mp_rovementon India’s score in the ease of d /¢ S, Widelypdegated_ Hecaste associations, religiousdentification of candidates taking shape in Canada
business. It has done better not merely than othieé observed that on|)9fcéups, social mﬁ;/efg'emfjtc? contest elections, extegt Green parties hav
i i iti i an personality-basedof transparency andstrong faith in grassroo
countrles bl:It has also made a big improveme ggglé%hcg&g“;glu%agr'ecsc;n?groups like fan clubs of film participation in decision- demc?cracy an% provid
earlier showing. down in a democracy likeStars transformed as politicamaking, and freedom of suitable institutions an
i ; i i parties are common in Indiadiscussion and criticism processes fo
Theranking Sh(-)UId pe VIeW(-ed "N Proper perspe -ﬂwahere can be no dispute®Me Of them groomed in awithin the party. They are Barticipation, powe
so that progress in this area is not merely sustaiped 1is contention thatradition of hero worship regulated by law in somesharing, and consens

but also pushed forward. The World Bank Survegrties  with a "trueg‘ér;iggfatti% i”dr‘#ggég ”OE}COU”TtHeS{: teral Reoubi decision-making. As the
, ocratic spirit" are SO . € Federal Republic have their origin fro
has however covered only the countrysIargectﬂé’éess'ential for ‘a healthyunctioning in parties. of Germany is consideredsocial movements, the

of Mumbai and Delhi. But that should be a fair indexsmocracy in the country as  Pemocracy does not comea model for strong inner stress decentralisatio
Indicators on the ease of doing business are primdfiyworld has seen the fatf to operation automatically party democracy. Its Basiclocal autonomy, and mas
of

. . Many countries in theO” SPontaneously in anyLaw contains a provision participation.

based on laws and regulations. About two thirds@fst and the East that ha\,g;igne::rinsiggogﬁd IrD(aeTj?a(\:trigur:gthat' requires political " In Indian politics, mos|
the data are related to a reading of the law. Tsae through dictatorial s 0 e “adoptedarganeation "to conform orecse development
.. | single party regime. . n "to cc seem to be absent. Simi

government should make sure that the biggi §Sﬁ$he practice of declaringconsciously and followed o democraic princple”. A situations |
officialdom understand the law in its letter and iés leader as "permanenéi'g”o;r?cues évevrf'ihe fihenré‘;,sgefsac_’é‘ tcanfbe “a;“e_d aglifferent types of parties
.. . . . ad" is a noteworthy | . : an I' ate or a pary IN aand same causes yie
spirit. Strlctlmple_mentatlon (?f'[_he lawis ofthe_ut 08t democratic contributioncharisma, wisdom, —andconstituency only if he or opposite results, Fo
importance. Allin all, India’s improvement in thiso the party system itseif pyfommItment 10 thetwe”afe ?fshe has been selected in agxample, smaller parties

. ; ; ; Jthe people canno uarante i

sphere is a great leap forward and should s E%[QS Eatrct)leri au\rllelnt?:. |; :ts,? pzfrty'g democrat?c sot upﬁjsrsggrgc'% gr: %?f;ycgﬁa?(?:a/\c/’est:angal:ggfs eri‘ ;?E
example to countries that rank lower. Ease of d egmcraﬁc in |etterpamanld functiO_ré:ngfunltehsst partgor in a special generalparticipation of member
business cannot be isolated from business with pit and to reduce it as gi! &S PIOVICE for fhat sridassembly  of - party and more transparency
. private property. ed y by representatives. Anotherfunctioning. But, there ar
countries. Unfortunately, the masse@rdanisation.  On  theprovision prescrlbes thatmore cases of autocrat
| LOOKING BACK | seem to trust the leader thi%gtirnag,ir?gg:lsor?gangt\iﬁ?\g(ihe Ca”dt'dt‘?te afnd :Eefunctioning and singula
adore as a demi-God and epresentatives for thehead in smaller parties i
May 3, 1989 are unable to realise th eT?CLaCy_ andl lead _tt?] ml’assemblles. . Obf India. Even grassroot
: PR consequences of supporting2'y'S demise along with th&representatives shall bemovements fighting fo
Goodwill mission to Bodo areas | jnquestioned leaderenip. tharismatic leader. selected by secret ballot. people's rights end up |

An all party goodwill sources said. There are a total of 1841 Multi-party democracies,  Pparties that have solo performance.
mission of the Assam  gypreme Court's parties registered with theheoretically, do not giveemerged from labour There is no mode
Assembly  headed by Election Commission -- 7Much room for emergence oimovements in the UK, worth copying from

directive on holding
private lotteries

national, 49 State, and 178§harismatic leadership. ButAustralia, and New abroad. Tight regulation

Speaker Mr Pulakesh Barua O . o
unrecognised. Not all of thenf® reality in India falsifies the Zealand are founded on anmay democratise the par

will visit Udalguri sub-

division and 'Kokrajhar . © o S | are serious contenders tBrOPOsition as most of theunderstanding that organisation, bu
district from May 9 to restore . ted P 0 th tats Power even at the State opartes are restricted in Spacgolicies would be decided democratic functioning
peace in the areas affected iffirected a © St ocal level. But all areand interests. Competitiveby members and approveddepends on the spirit d

the wake of agitation by theﬂgl\clj(iar:grc:}zrr]]? dr::\;[v tbc; Sr?\:;'gt
All Bodo Students Union
(Upendra Faction)Members lotteries unless the entire pri ePf supporters to some cau

issi i amount for each draw is eithe@" interests and in man o e ! o
ggég?erggrsslg?];\w trgergtcgs\?edeposited i 2 nationalizedcases to a particular leaderParticipation, opportunities, elite and endorsed by (The writer is Former

; nd recognition for all members Direct ICSSR. N
; ; bank or bank guarantees to The Representation of? - ) irector, , New
meeglorraer%isr’r?ntatl%?fic?gldthis effect arse%ured. People Act 1951 prescribegnembers are needed for But, parties grown in Delhi)

Flaws in NEHU

interested in having a group< K" .
nd virtue are required forthe other way of and the silent public.

eadership and scope folpriginating from the party INFA

| therefore urge the phone call which we neversubmission for re-evaluationinconvenience for the Aadhaar are not in plag

concerned NEHU received. On personallybut this too was rejected oraged and infirm pensionersfor residents ofAssam.

Employment authorities through your enquiring about the matterthe plea that “"the counter fowho have to presentThe enrolment is bein

d esteemed column to revisitagain, we learnt that theyre-evaluation has beenthemselves before theconducted by the officg

Notice their recent Employment had never even consideredlosed.” In doing so theparticular authority to of the Registrar General ¢

Editor, Notice. taking photocopies of ourNEHU authorities have Secure their life certificate. India which is responsibl

| would like to draw the Yours etc., answer scripts. Only afterblatantly ignored their ownJeevan Pramaan, Digitalfor preparing the Nationg

attention of NEHU authorities Name withheld on we approached the persofailure to carry out their dutiesLife Certificate is a Digital Population — Registe

through your esteemed request in-charge again were ouby providing us the India initiative which aims (NPR). Since verification

column on the recent answer scripts were sent tghotocopies of our answert0 streamline the _p_fOCGSng NRC ollocudmehntf\y;r:t

Employment Notice issued by NEHU does be photocopied on Octobesscripts on time. of getting life certificates W%rclgmhggt?]o'tts?artaedail

the University for filling up . . ! 26. On receiving the answer  This is a grievous case ofind making it hassle free.) ' 2 <% '\ 2 0=

various Non-Teaching Group InJUStICG {o scripts we showed them tdnjustice towards studentslt is a biometric enabled How the identity of 1.3

"A" posts. In the d the teachers concerned andnd we will be left with no digital service where the billion population of Indial
advertisement it was specified students they advised us to send oualternative but to approach @€nsioner has to record

linked with LPG subsidy,

that for SC/ST candidates and Editor, paper for re-evaluation.  court of law with all the his/her fingerprint on Bank account, registratio

departmental candidates of We wish to express our As advised, we went todocuments. But the questiorcanner or the eye on the cq.. i Aadhaar is no
NEHU, there would begrievances against thethe UG Assistant Registrarjs whether NEHU was creatediS scanner. This can be ;a4 1o ATM. Ration
relaxation of 5 % marks infunctioning of the NEHU NEHU Shillong on Octoberto serve the interests ofdone at various Jeevancards’ MGNREGS
Master's Degree subject tExamination Department. 30, to request for re-students or to protect itselfPramaan Centres which argyaapase, Passports, PA
the minimum of 50 per centHaving received our end evaluation of our paper butand its errant officials andbeing operated by CSCs,carg, voter ID, etc. Ther
marks. It may be pointed ousemester results on theshe refused to accept therfaculty members. Banks, and Governmentijs no other alternativg
that the vacant post fallsSeptember 22, 2017 andstating that the last date for Yours etc., offices or by using the ayaijlable other than th
under "UR" category i.e.being disappointed with re-evaluation was October Names withheld on client application on any y|DAlI generated
General category. Relaxatiorthe marks obtained in our22. When the NEHU request PC/mob! le/tablet. Aadhaar. The only wa
of 5 per cent marks for SC/STHonours paper, we decidedofficials have themselves Pensioner's information out is for UIDAI is to

candidates and departmentab file an RTI. However failed to provide us the . _ like PPO, Bank Account authorise  banks  t
candidates of NEHU is inbefore doing so we decidedphotocopies of our answer D|g|’[a| Life etc are fed into the systemprocess the Aadhag
violation of UGC to wait for the arrival of our Scripts on time how can ) though web based / clientapplications for its
Regulations. mark sheets to ascertain thghey expect us to submit our Certrﬁcate for interface and finally these customers.

Take for instance the recenmarks obtained. We papers for re-evaluation on P . are authenu_cated usinggovernment should dra
advertisement called by NITreceived the mark sheet onOctober 22 when we ensioners the 12 digit Aadhaar up action plans g
Meghalaya for filling up October 10 and filed the RTI received the photocopies of Editor, number only. implement Aadhaar as

various Non-Teaching Groupthe next day. After due our answer scripts only on  Come November and Ironically, state-wise ?le a? p?cssible for th
"A" posts. They have notprocedure was followed the October 26, much afteppensioners will face hurdlesA@dhaar saturation is Verylorlheerr\?v:i;se '?he pvsiﬂshlg\?eetr
given any kind of relaxationthe person in-charge the specified date for re-from the pension disbursingminimal for Assam and y

in the marks for SC/STassured us that she woulcgvaluation? We tried toauthority for getting a life Meghalaya with 7.1% and E(i)fr(]eumj?:(\;vrl':ihfiE:haetepshySIiCnE

control

associations|

produce

kill, knowledge, commitment, at the conference and notmembers and supportef<

The stateMughals, ambivalence onin physical

Games People
Play

By Ananya S Guha

It is interesting how we These intriguing references
€play cleverly with to past personalities show
paradoxes. We make theometimes a warped way of
ploy of having the National |ooking at national events.
Anthem in every event, The blow hot, blow cold
oalthough we know that thisdisplay rather obfuscates
is not a new thing. We hadthinking conjoined to short
it being played in cinematerm political strategies. The
yhalls in the past. But thesudden glorification of
insouciance of the public Swami Vivekanandaguoted
amounted to disrespect an@ut of context seems to be
the venture was called off.nothing short of religious
We are reinventing the pastanning.
now and inviting needless The next question is:
controversy, a diet on whichwhat does all this serve? A
the media thrives and,historical and of course, a
survives. There is nothingpolitical bias? Understood.
wrong in playing the But Patel's legacy is
National Anthem in public suddenly being showered
'places; in fact it is a sign ofwith praise as never before.
respect but we love tojs it regionalism, or is it
pawn  debates,because he was a votary of
degenerating into anger andhe two nation theory,
vilification. We could have giving it sustenance and
had this done silently credibility? But so did
Svithout  much  overt Nehru. Gandhi was the only
publicity. People who aregne who saw in this a
larguing for and againstdismemberment of the
idooth sides forget that in thecountry.
rpast many people objected The fact is that history
to the National Anthem, yeshas become apocryphal. As
objected to it for not Ramchandra Guha recently
mentioning some parts of theeemarked in a television
country. Isn't that too show, the silence on Indira
objectionable? Must theGandhi is also bemusing.
National Anthem be sung orThe other Gandhis are
written to assuage thepilloried, but Indira Gandhi
sentiments of each andknown for her
every member of all theauthoritarianism is spared
communities of the country?the rod. Why? This is not
éA\nd now some of us insistto suggest that the players

The fact is that history has become
apocryphal. As Ramchandra Guha
recently remarked in a television show, the
silence on Indira Gandhi is also bemusing.
The other Gandhis are pilloried, but Indira
Gandhi known for her authoritarianism

is spared the rod. Why? This is not to
suggest that the playersin this drama are
innocuous players of roles. No, they know
the facts very well, but facts have to be
given out according to sentiments. So at this
point a dismantling of Muslim history is
required. There must be an assortment of
myth, history and religion. We must be
wakeful towards Gandhi, but don't forget
the Godse part and Sardar Patel must be
rejuvenated etc.
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that it must be sung anytimejn this drama are
anywhere. Of course weinnocuous players of roles.
fmust respect it as we musNo, they know the facts
rdhe Indian flag. Let us alsovery well, but facts have to
| not forget its author. Very be given out according to
recently he did not seem tosentiments. So at this point
go down well with some of a dismantling of Muslim
the right wing types who history is required. There
insisted that he and hismust be an assortment of
supposed world views weremyth, history and religion.
and are being overplayed. We must be wakeful towards
Secondly, the myth andGandhi, but don't forget the
falsification surrounding Godse part and Sardar Patel
Gandhi. While we mouth must be rejuvenated etc.
€reverence towards him, we Sg what' is happening in
do not celebrate histhe process is that we are
Jbirthday with much ado, treading murky waters while
F keep largely silent, yetour children are getting
fln_v0ke his name at theconfused view points; our
P slightest opportunity. Don't academia is crying hoarse
Iforget  the Nehru and our media is having a
[ connection. _whale of a time.
Thirdly, Sardar Vallabhai  Such deft mingling of fact
P Patel. Suddenly realizationwith fiction and paradoxes
Alabout  his historical js an inexorable quizzing.
Nsignificance in nationalist Think what they think. Keep
Sstruggles has suddeniythem guessing, keep the
dawned on us although heslement of surprise always.
was not very enamoured ofand then slam the National
the right wing. There is Anthem part. Old wine in
Nnnothing wrong in showing new bottle.
vrespect for Patel, but the Then of course came the
sudden aspect of it isTaj Mahal game, a catand
overwhelming if  not mouse interplay, a hide and
Nlabbergasting.seek of immaculate
2Remembrances are longprecision and timing. The
> memories are short. Why doUp Chief Minister and his
ewe forget Lal Bahadurentourage paying a visit
Shastri? there is now history. All's
It is in these clever well that ends well. But all is
paradoxes and muddlesotwell if you look at some
pthat  we celebratecrass remarks made by
imationalism and historyelected representatives,
these days. A dig at theyerbal bashing culminating
bashing of
vGandhi, silence on sometourists.
leaders, celebrating 25th  paradoxes in verbiage,
December as also theadulation, diatribe seems the
ebirthday of a former Prime order of the day in putting
sMinister, suddenly having asmall people in their place.
» National Education day, orAll, however are not fools,
la National Youth day in onedespite the tomfoolery
year, and then beingtaking place. The Idiot Box
circumspect of them in thejs at its wits' end and of
remaining years. Of coursecourse that is one shining
Teachers Day andexample that we are at the

candidates as the vacant posbntact us personally whenapproach the UG Assistantertificate for transfer of 14.3% enrolments November 100

falls under "UR" category i.e.the photocopy of our Registrar  with  the pension amount for the nexf€spectively. Nagaland Yours etc
General category. This is inanswer scripts arrives. Weapplication stating all thetwelve months. This caused’as reached 55.2%. Kamal Baruah
line with UGC Regulations. waited for weeks for the genuine reasons for the latenuch ~ hardship ~ andEnrolment centres for Guwahati

Children's Day are extant.crossroads of democracy.
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“Democracy substitutes election by the
incompetent many for appointment by th
corrupt few.”
--- Walter Gropius
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Dhumal for Himachal
Assembly elections in Himachal Pradesh arg
November 9. The Bharatiya Janata Party (B
has belatedly announced the name of Prem KU
Dhumal as the chief ministerial candidate. It h
not decided to do so in Uttar Pradesh
Uttarakhand. But its decision to announce
name of Sarvananda Sanowal in Assam
Manohar Parrikar in Goa had paid rich divide
Dhumal is popular in the party in Himac
Pradesh and has served as chief minister t
He is therefore an able contender for the high o

Vol No: LX No.84

against the Congress chief minister Virbhaggg,
Singh who faces corruption charges. If electof&ll

battle is on local issues, the Congress may

against it. The outcome of assembly electionsga

Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand was largely
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's charisma
active participation in the campaign. He is
going full steam ahead in the aggressive camp
in Gujarat. The announcement of Dhumal's na
in Himachal Pradesh may be on account of
BJP's intention to lessen the burden of Modi v
obviously has urgent business in Delhi. In Himag
Pradesh, the BJP has chosen between Dh

who has party MLAs under his flag and Unipt

Health Minister J.P Nadda who is an g
organisation man. The state unit has tilted
scales in favour of Dhumal.

The BJP evidently looks forward to its succ
in Himachal Pradesh the way it won in Assam
Goa where the announcement of a chief minis
candidate was backed by alliance partners.
party should in future project local leaders &
not bank on a Modi personality cult. That me:
giving them more power and authorities. It will
well to name a chief ministerial candidate
Gujarat as well now that Modi has done f{
groundwork.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

HPU president’s denial

President of the HPU, Droutcome of the meetin
Milton Sangma has deniedbetween the Chief Ministe
that the Central Executiveand the  Oppositior
Committee has servedeaders convened t
strictures on Mr S D discuss on this issue i
Khongwir for writing open response to Mr Khongwir'
letter to the Chief Minister onopen letter. It was the
the railhead issue. In aexplained to them that M

’ Deficit Flawed G20
Need to relook

beyond GST

By Shivaji Sarkar

.School Education Distressing
Needs Reforms

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
pet project of the Prim
Minister, may resolve thi
issue of setting up toilet

The recently released i i
UNESCO report monitoring By Dr Oishee MUkhe”ee

education has pointed ou{yere absent
» At 2.8 million children are nannounced scho

[V AN )

during saying — “spare the rod

m ol visitsand spoil the child” — but iy all school India’s is a fledgling i
; - ; . t dut d
ﬁﬁSJVZ‘ﬁthé’oln}jm"gghoo”é|"" ﬁ01(|).AnotherSsEtutdy ?cf 61%”“5 is not implemented " 'Ia'hescpr?)ck))lsems affecting €conomy. It needs to beostﬁm aﬂée?oggingm?ﬁg
47 million out of upperSC oIS In SIX Sass ounonow  due  to  legal school  education arptended with care. It is like apeople of whatever they

I 18.5% of teachers absent: 9%stipulations.
ondary school. 5 Jeave, 7% on official
1&tpreover, the fact that agyties and 2.5%

quarter of the nation’s ynaythorised absence.”.

yogi. As long as it practicesggrn.
yoga, it balances its health |f the State or its wings
between good and not sq;syrp whatever they earn,
good. A little un-tending they are left with little to
can throw it off track. spend. In terms of
It is still a developing economy it is called lack of
'economy trying to be disposable income — key to
Pbracketed with the highly the progress. The State has

'developed ones. Indiajgy make a beginning with
'wants to have G8 expandeghe (PIT), the most

°to G10 to include the tWojrrational of all and then

largest but jerky economiesmove on to the tolls, said
itself and China. That maytg pe the highest in the
(change global perceptionyor|d.

| but realities may not be The Income Tax revenue
different. loss would be about Rs 3
f Revenue Secretaryjakh crore plus. The direct
dlansmukh Adhia haSsavings in tax

rightly diagnosed it. The gdministration would be

eGST is uncomfortable forgyer Rs 1 lakh crore,
the small and mediumipnspections another at
sector. He wants it to bejeast Rs 50 lakh crore — the
revisited for their comfort net notional revenue loss
nand indicates that recenhpproximateb/ Rs 1.5 lakh
Pprice rises  of manycrore. The net gain to the
/commod|t|es, including economy is Rs 3 lakh plus
textile, garment, vegetablegrgre including the

[and other items have a linkzompliance costs. It would
gto the GST. , be an important lubricant.

. What Adhia says is true  Taxpayers would have a
of all its taxes. India has Ogreater relief that they
ave a relook beyond theyould also be freed of tax
ST. RemembeB014 was a terror and can spend their
landmark. It came with manymoney with confidence

hopes. Taxes would beyijthout a prying eye. Is

d varied and it is indee
There is a debate amongjite difficult to resolv

on edu_catiohnistsd _whetherthese in the immediat
. sparing the rod is require -
Bélidren not completing "t has to be admitted thatwhile others believe tha?fc‘;‘r‘,*rdeéﬁﬁi‘t‘;j‘;{getaﬁgﬂi
tﬁ’#éer secondary educatiofteaching standards are quitestrictness is necessary tg th lit
266 million adults and 33 i mprove the quality an
! poor in most governmentensure that studentssiandards of educatio
igon young people unable schools across the countrystudy, do their homework The foremost thing that i
o read and write is indeediyoygh the performance ofand are  attentive tOpecessary s - stric
stressing for a largetne southern States is a littleteachers. On the otheimonitoring of teachers i
eﬂguntfy like India with petter. The reason for this ishand, the lack of love anda| government school
asonably high economicnot far to seek. The reportaffection for children has ihat"is normally done if
awth. notes: Effective policy made them defiant andyigsionary institutions
. Obviously, what has beenresponses are complicatedlisrespectful  towards o, this the
le@erated again and again igy  the many factors teachers, specially thosgyoyernment may induc
the relatively low spend onjnfiyencing teacher Who do not take interest;gtired governmen
cation — around 3.8 Pehbsenteeism, e.g. distance t& teaching. officers to strictly monitor

t of GDP — contributing school, pupil/teacher ratio Communicating is an artipe performance o
to the current state of affairs 4 poor working and unless teachers ar@aschers and their attitud

EAdfled to this is the lack of ;ongitions.” aware of this, they wouldtgwards  children

commitment and sincerity of - The report provides andnOt be able to enter theyhether they are at th
chers as also lack ofnsight into private tuition, children’s mind —and primary level or those
d&%’g:ﬁ’é‘:g of ~welfare \hich is on the rise. This Obviously would not be g,dying from Class IX tq

_ relating  to«can increase students’effective. _ Class XII. A very small
reducation. In fact, educationycademic  burden and The third factor is the ponorarium may be give

infrastructure in most ruralgress ... .while remedial orcurriculum, specially thosefqy this work and thes
as is quite deplorablejngiyigualised help may °f the State boards. Thisyfficials should report, sa
alG)f lack of single sex toilets penefit students, the time andS Outdated —and  notgyarterly, directly to the
ter, healthy classroomsmoney allocated to tutoring '€Vised reflecting - the pisyict Magistrate
ugle may be attributed as thean undermine student well-'SSU€S and concerns of the They could also poin
major reasons for childrenpging and strain householdd@y: Those at the Statéyt the problems bein
WiMvilling to go to schools. budgets,” cautions thelevel do not think it faced by the schools in th
/ho'n the urban sector, recenteport. necessary to revise thejock and take measure
reports of shabby treatment The craze for private SY/labus. In some Statesio ensure that at leas
halchildren in elite private tuitions has been increasingenw_ronme_ntal studies wassome of these
SChT10|S have necessnated/ith every passing year. Evenearl!er belng tatht as aaddressed, if
i heed to re-examine theyarents think that without SUPI€Ct but for the lastimmediately butin the near!®! i : ) .
ate of school education inprivate tition, his child will (e€ years or so, this hasuture. Since they argfationalised = come downithere a rational that if a
the country which, by all not be able to do well in Pe€n done away with.  retired people, they coulgPrices would be affordable person  sells any
@ecounts, has been quitexaminations. For a few years, APart from the above also create some press reanks would behave bettebelonging he is made to
gor. School education is,we have been seeing thafactors, there is lack ofto ensure that theand reduce charges, jobgleduct a TDS of one per
th€doubt, a crucial issue andtudents studying in Class 11Sincerity towards schooldemands of the schoo|gvould grow and the nationcent of the buyer’s
the problems are beingor Ill need private tutors. ~ cducation. Whether thereare addressed. | would  feel the real payment, deposit it in his
highlighted in the mediafrom The second reason forlS lack of focus on Better education isprosperity. IT account, which the
bg/e to time. The issuesdeterioration in standards isd€veloping and crucial for narrowing ~ Many happened. Mostseller claims next financial
inyolved include standardsthe lack of discipline in maintaining  proper inequality gap as also fgrsomehow are yet to happenyear and paid possibly a
2] teaching, discipline in schools. While teachers ardnfrastructure in schools,the country’s long term The hope_ is st_lll ther_e_wnhyear later? _
Lggfools, relevance ofafraid of taking disciplinary curriculum developmgnt isgrowth scenario. Thea ‘dynamic’ Pr[me Mlnlster Is there any rationale
" curriculum and the treatment@ction against their students{00 not  revised story of the demographicNarendra Modi, despite thefor  such  utopian
Theed out to children. As isthe latter do not take careperiodically. The dividend can 9d Opposition brouhaha. HeProcedure? Does it really
ealed from variousabout preparing their budgetary — allotment completely wrong unlesspag the reputation of doingSaVe _bla}?ck money
léﬁ:veys while standardehomework. Moreover, with towards this end is notwe undertake reforms iNthe yndone. A beginningd€neration? No. It only
 have deteriorated. primarilySome States having decidegufficient enough as aschool education on anpaq tg he made. The Gs]gomphcates procedures,
due to the negligence of

to stop the pass-fail systemresult of which the urgent footing. While Eas one good aspect' locks money circulation
d@achers, hew laws dete p to Class VIII, most infrastructure in rural areasfésources are no doub Xcept its implementation,and slows the economy
achers from physically

students take little interest inis quite poor. necessary for upgradingnobooly is rigid about itSdown. The flip side is

| ! ! studies. One may mention herePrimary education, there is : .~ many avoid transactions
eating their wards 0™ty ", ency of passingreports tha¥ have surfacedi€ed  for  sincere ffr’sl(;neworkt;I It Is_tﬁfj:lé}gm‘g altogether. That is the net
t¥éscipline them. out with good marks is in the media regardingMonitoring at the district 8N4 POSSILY Wi 'aS|oss to the State and

and block levels which argcOmments, it is in for more .o pounded loss to the
unfortunately very poor of changes. economy.

non-existent. If 100 millio This good part has to  Eyphoria alone does
children do not learn theextend to other aspects ofot create a thriving
basic skills of reading andthe economy as well. Manyeconomy. Itwould be if
arithmetic, it is unlikely that realise it, many try to ignorethere is flow of money.
India will grow into a|it. This is the most taxedChoking it and
acountry with irrational channelising it through
rules. Its obsession withbanks add to the costs,
black money, which as thecauses inflation, drives
note-ban figures denoted isaway buyers, the
not more than one percenpolicymakers do a merry-

The primary point that iS yesent among a smallnon-functional toilets or
of concern is the quality Ofgection of students. Thegirls’ toilets not having
teachers and their sincerityantry of politics in schools water. Also water logging
in teaching. The reporthas further deteriorated thein front of schools make it
States that in India, climate. Discipline is missing inconvenient for students,
estimates differedamong in schools and specially specially younger ones, to
studies. “A representativeamong male  studentsenter schools during the
panel of 1,297 villages foundstudying in upper classes.rainy season. It isMmature economy or
almost 24% of rural teacherOne” is reminded of the understood that thedemocracy. ---INFA

TO THE EDITOR

J
g

statement issued in ShillongkKhongwir has sent th
on Thursday, he said that th@pen letter to the Chie
report appearing in theMinister in consultatio
Shillong Timesin its issue of with me and other leade
2nd May was not totally of the party, but we will no
correct. be in a position to deba

Dr Sangma said thaton it as Mr Khongwir is
although the issue ofabsent and none of
Byrnihat railhead wasknows anything about it.
discussed in the CEC meeting Therefore, it was finall

" Cherrv Blossom Independence daysame time gone down inmedia reports, during thisof the total currency notesgo-round and nothing
n ry celebrations, Spring festivalsthe Global Hunger Index.summer water from thecirculated at approximatelythrives. In economy,
> Festival Winter festivals, Autumn This happens becaus&Jmiam dam has beenRrs 16,000 crore that did notvishes can never be
n ) festivals and you name themcapital intensive businessreleased on a number ptome back to the RBIhorses.

r  Editor, _ Many of them are for the soleenterprises fail to generateoccasions. Hence MeEC|L¢pffers A cash of Rs 100 even
L, Apropos the news itemspurpose of siphoning off sufficient employment. We cannot put the blame on '

It is also true as per anafter a lakh of transactions

in your esteemed public funds and spoiling thecan never expect trickleshortage of water fo remain Rs 100. If it is
newspaper, (October 17 angouth in many Wai)/s, ir£1g thedown effect fFr)om a big frequer?t power cuts. AsOxfam study that a mereénoved through banks or
29, 2017) last, | wish toname of these shady eventdusiness house when imost of the households jn®"€ Percent people havedigital system  with
bluntly point out here for the  Coming to the Cherry produces very little jobs. the village use electricity 9rabbed 58 per cent of th charges of 1 to 2.5 per cent
benefit of the public readersBlossom ~festival, | am So, the success in EODBfor cooking, they had t¢ wealth here. So it is no MOre;_ h time it Would be
eto know and understandconstrained to say that thismust now be translatedincur additional expensesa guess who may be having 44ing to almost Rs 2 lakh
and for our Government toagain has the same objectivéento the labour intensive for other means of energythe black money. The res f chgr es to be gobbled
simmediately refrain from - to siphon off public funds business enterprises suckor their cooking during 99 per cent shares a mere 4, b ?h 9 :
draining out public preciousfor self aggrandizement. Inas farming, cottage, micropower cuts. A power cltper cent of the wealth. 1oy pe cor o PET CEN
funds in in the name offact this year, knowing theand tourism. no matter how short & rich. The poor and middle
holding festivals, of which intention of the government

S|

Let this country rethink ¢1555 would lose and they

on April 24 last the i i in th ' Yours etc., duration at any time of the i
discusZions remainedﬁgft‘ﬁgetﬁ?‘gdjﬁﬁf@nh ?most are held for selfagencies, the Cherry Sujit De, day is undesirable. Aft a:;ﬂt V\/i?alft]als brlg\(l:vlz. i':WOl“d not be able to go to
aggrandizement andBiossoms refused to bloom, Kolkata sunset, it also cause Y, 9 the market. UNCTAD has

inclusive since Mr Khongwir Executive Committee to b
who attend the meeting of theneld before June. As suc
Opposition parties convenedhe question of servin
by the Chief Minister, was notstrictures on Mr Khongwi
in station. He also denied thatioes not arise. Neither w.
Dr B. Pakem was authorizedDr B Pakem authorized t
to convey the CFC'sconvey its displeasure t
displeasure in this regardMr Khongwir not did he
Regarding setting up of HPUwrite anything to him.
candidate for the forthcoming “On the question of M
Lok Sabha election, DrP Elections, some membe

Sangma said that decisiorpointed out that th
would be taken only afterShillong Times has
ascertaining the views of thementioned about th

party's district units. possibility of holding the

Following in the text of the MP Elections in the mont
statement: "The News itemof June. However, afte
appeared in theShillong some discussions, it wg
Times dated 2-5-89 underfinally resolved that the
caption "HPU leader rapviews of all the District
Khongwir on Byrnihat Units of the party shoulg
Railhead Issue" has taken mpge ascertained first befor
by surprise. Therefore, Ifinal decision is taken
would like to clarify to the Hence the question o
general public about thesetting up its own
decisions  taken at thecandidates does not aris
meeting of the Central“lt pains me that the Part
Executive Committee held atwhich was taken by th
Shillong on 24-4-89 on thispeople as an alternative
issue. "In the first place, theCongress I, as is shown
Byrnihat Railway Head Issuethe last District Counci
was not even in the official elections, has been rapp
agenda. However, it came umnd maligned by a fev
for  discussion, somepeople to suit their owr
members also asked about th@terests.”

inconvenience to theProportion to the free publicrightly given a call against
students when they afes€ctor bank lending posisych financialisation. Let
deprived of power for theif 2008 US-Euro sub-primeys rethink.
studies especially whepcrisis. India was untouched Thjs has to extend to all
they are preparing for thejrby it but the irrational other charges. The State is
eé%ry][s. T(I) bear the heayyending hastIedléhlek(;]ountrya creation of the citizens. It
_ additional expenses onto a trap of Rs 12 lakh cror - i i
festivals were held bywasted approximately Rs 91 Editor, _ other means o? energy frunpaidp debt — people’segﬁz t:o\t/fo())rrktlhneth(re(ljrﬁltné?rtﬁset
various governmentlakh for the event. This year The residents  of cooking and for lighting as money that was swindled p
departments or by somehe earmarked money mighMawpat village (a suburb ye|| for such a long period, by | few. Most levies can be
unknown and shadybe much more and theof Shillong) are in deepis g great burden for thedWay Dy large corporate ageduced. Ultimately, being
fagencies sponsored by thgovernment has anguish over the poor and under-privilege P! the Economic Surveythe |argest entity it helps
government departmentsunashamedly justified to holdunscheduled,  frequentgection of the community, 2016- . the State as its expenses --
None of these festivalsthe events as appeared in th@ad shedding by the|fthe consumers failto pay Trade, business and thgiscal deficit -- would come
brought any benefits to thepaper. This is a big hoax.MeECL on a daily basis. thejr pills on time, they ar¢ coOmmon earners have longjown,
state; in fact they broughtGovernment, you are beingAfter the corporatization penglized. The samfgbeen cherishing an easier The s b

! - ou p Z | e State cannot be a
huge financial losses to theclosely scrutinized and©of MeSEB load sheddingyargstick should alsgincome-tax and bankguzzler of people’s money
public exchequer, but thescanned and remember thdl@s become a commorppply to the MeECL. A operations. This hope is stillyng pauperise them. The
government agencies hadhis is being done on the evé€ature and Mawpat bearyertinent question arisdsthere. All want an affordable G_20 prescription of tough
the guts to justify theseof the general elections-2018the brunt. Power cutsas to whether theétay and charges. All thesg preserip g
waséeful elzlentls. ForBesides, the Social Audit will ?hccurdalmostt th(rjc,’ftf'ghouttCorporation would agre fclasses are in an éxploitativq%xa:,i%??s i?:wg%mﬁgg

oodness sake, please stdpe followed immediately afterthe ay a Irreren i ( X . .

g p Ope y to compensate (in terms of i o regime. Personalgeficit control would not

enhancement of someone'and they remain bare, dry and
insatiable pockets of thoseempty. In fact they are
in t%e ‘government andconveying the clear and loud
outside it. message not to mess up with i i
s During the”Iast_ manythem. Last year alone the Sheddmg N
years, especially since 6-&overnment, through its

years back, too manyagencies, has allegedly MaWpat

Frequent load

S

all these shameful andthe event. intervals ranging from 30 money) for its interrupted ;

ecriminal practices. The Yours etc., Mins to hours at a time-powery)supply to eachpanomcome'tax (PIT) robs thempe a solution.

government said that it had Philip Marwein, This  has  causedeyery household and fqrof @lmost five months of  The country does not
fno money to repair the Viaemail tremendous hardships angach day of the month?their earnings. need incentives but
roads, the dilapidated public mCOTvef:“enche t(f) Ithe%Wi” the MeECL rectify its Bank charges, demandational taxes and levies. It
einfrastructures like school people through no fault offajlure  to  provide| for identity, TDS on peeds a wider discussion
Vbulldlngs, health centres, no GlObaI Hunger theirs. [t)rl]””l‘g the leanypjnterrupted powef deposits, tolls ONto change the nation’s
L. money for the sick and the |ndex season, the lame excusgupply at the earliegthighways, various rising financial system. Trust the

[ infirm “and landless farmers, given by the MeECL for without inviting the
%and labourers, but it has Editor, load shedding is due toconsumers to take to tH
Ncrores of rupees to spend Apropos your editorial, shortage of water in thegireets to voice thei

on these festivals like New"Economic reforms" (ST, Umiam dam. What reasonsyrievances or to take leg

local body taxes andpegple, lower taxes and
Scharges, medical expensegeyies, make transactions

;fuel and transport costssjmpler, the economy

°dear and, ChristmasNov 2, 2017), India hasdoes MeECL have whenjgcourse? ncluding spiralling train, would thrive. The bonus,

celebrations, Music successfully gone up thethe water level reaches its Yours etc.,| PUS, metro and taxi farespohody would try to save

Festivals, 18 degreedadder of ease of doingmaximum during summer?  pynshailang Wahlang, &l€ctricity and water ratestaxes and generate what is
festivals, film festivals, business (EODB) but at theAccording to the print Viaemail | parking charges, propertycalied the black.---INFA
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Trump’s Odyssey

PRESIDENT Donald Trump has set out of
mission to the Far East at a most appropriate
when he is beleagured at home by char
assailing some of his principal aides. His fore
objectives may go against the concept
isolationalism-America for Americans-but shot
help him out of domestic vulnerabilities. Trump fi
arrived in Japan with which he has always |
cordial relations but what is more importantis t
the trip will put him in face-to-face meetings wi
authoritarian leaders whom he appears to adr
He will meet Chinese President Xi Jinping wh
he has called a king. Then comes the Phillipi
Roderigo Duterte who has sanctioned the eX
judicial killing of drug dealers. Trump may als
have an opportunity to get a second priv

audience with Russian President Vladimir Putir) g

the sidelines of the summit in Vietham. Howe\
Donald Trump's focus will be on North Kore
nuclear designs. North Korean President K
Jong-un's growing missiles arsenal threatend
capitals Trump will visit.

The White House emphasising the fact t
during his visits Donald Trump will push U
economic interests. But the North Korean thr
will undoubtedly be predominant. Trump will ma
major speeches in the National Assembly in Se

South Korea. He will not however visit thé

demilitarised zone, the stark border between N
and South Korea. He will urge the host count
to squeeze North Korea by stopping trade W
that country and sending home its citizens work
abroad. He will try to persuade even Beijing
take the same line with Pyongyang. China prov

Cleansing Politics
Special courts a
remedy?

By Insaf

=

y

On the Ancient
Royal Trall

The megalithic structures
dotting the landscape of

of rock and the provision

By HH Mohrmen for an outlet which alsg
Jaintia hills from Nartiang to Continuous]y discharge
1!\#éktapur which then crosssignificant aspect of the royakhe cave which representsvater is also an interestiry
t border to Jaintiapurpaths are the stone bridgegpiya lingam was study.
liwiéch is now in Bangladeshwhich include those atygrshiped during the The study has
are not only the remnants ofThlumuwi, Umiaknieh/ days of yore. documented the remainin
GRS lost glory of the Jaintia Amjakniah near the famousynfortunately like many part of the old path is sti
ingdom, but the track is aKrangshuri waterfall and thegther structures, the wallvisible today but majo
jor goldmine for researchother two stones bridgesyt Borkhat on the banks ofpart of the path is nov _ F
©f those who are interestechear Syndai and over the rivefjyer Myntdu  was gone. The construction gfcriminal trials against sitting torrential downpour in
in understanding the cultureUmpubon. dismantled to make way forthe PWD roads from MPs and MLAs, againstChennai has brought the
llof the people and the history The study of theseg prigge across the riverAmlarem to Muktapur haswhom charges had beer¢apital city and suburbs to
g the erstwhile Jaintia megalithic ~ structures  iSyhich connects West anddemolished most of theframed,  expeditiously a standstill and eight people
ingdom. Unfortunately important in the light of the East Jaintia hills district. Path and the road from'within a year has had nohave died so far in rain-
1ﬁ})@:ept for some write-ups onfindings from the excavationThe wall under the shadeAmlarem to Jowai and impact. Till Wednesday last,related incidents. While
€ two bathing-ghats, theat Lumsohpetbneng whichof 3 huge banyan tree isJowai to Nartiang hasit was clueless about howclaims of working on a war-
hstbne bridges and the templeevealed  that  humanpgjieved to be an altar fromdestroyed the remainingmany of the 1,581 cases offooting are being made, the
'%E Syndai and anothersettlements in the area existeglhere the Jaintia Kings Part of the path. The studythe list had been finally residents are livid as the
t mple in Borkhat, no in- since the Neolithic age. It may,sed to perform humanconducted by Thomasdecided and how manyadministration hasn’t learnt
nﬂ?th study on the subjecialso be mentioned thalgycrifices. Jones College hasended in acquittal anda lesson from the past.
S been done on thesdonolithic culture or the ~ \gre study will also Painstakingly documenteficonvictions. Enough  is Memories of December 2015
Dippportant historical practice of erecting dolmensyg|p us understand thethe remnants of the royalenough was message antloods flash back as water
monuments  of  the and laying of menhirs is onenfluence of Hinduism on Path from Jaintiapur tothe Centre must report baclsurges into their homes and
N&mgdom. of the common activitieSthe culture and traditionsNartiang the by December 13 on thepeople have to wade
tralt was a joint effort by the practiced by people in thegf the Pnars in Jaintia hills’€Maining part of the cases, for it noted that itthrough knee-deep dirty
Bistrict Basin Development Neolithic age which wasgpg perhaps the study ofProject lies with the Stat takes years, probablywater. Obviously precious
s/nit West Jaintia hills, the prevalent in Britain, Francehe forty odd families council of  Sciencej decades, to complete the tridittle has been done to
State  Science andand Ireland. But the study Ofyhich are the remaining T€chnology and against a politician. Worse,improve the storm water
atechnology Centre, Shillongthese megalithic structuresonar Diaspora in JaintiapurEnVironment, Meghalayg there is the absurd situationirain or canal network
and the History departmentwill remain incomplete as thewill also  help to provide the GPgthat by the time the case isince. Life is thrown out of
Thomas Jones Collegereport has mentioned,nderstand the culture ofiocation of the importan ﬁeuded thede“t'C'an wouldgear with schools and
efowai which helped shedbecause there are monolithgose who live very close Parts of the royal path. | 188 SEIVEC & lat.m'”'Stef Ofolleges shut since October
some light on the across the border atg the palace of the The objective of the eglﬁaor severa _|me'§ %Vehf-?»l and private firms being
hfeteriorating condition of study is to preserve andAt the same time, it asked thgequested to allow their staff
the paths known as * the promote eco-tourism in theCentre to work out a schemeg work from home. Chief

q i i a dor setting up special courts\inister Palaniswami will
@a,'jﬁgﬁg (uiusyem by The study has documented the 3iea and the study haddl Seng uf COUNTTY 100 el 10 foar o o

St - ; already identified potentig| stablish a time-bound an . : ,
” mirfor project was conceived remailning part of the old path is still once bitten twice shy

s It's about time both the -“Is the glass half empty or
oCentre and States act tdalf full"?

decriminalise politics. Forget TN Claim Falls Flat
citizens, it's even the Putto test again by the
gSupreme Court which israin god, the Tamil Nadu
| getting exasperated. Its ordegovernment has failed
of March 2014 to the Unionmiserably and is far from
vgovernment to concludebeing ‘well prepared.” The

tourist spots and perhap<

; . . . i ; exclusive judicial ok’ ;
at the office of DM [‘)"éap')'ﬁ[‘f visible today but major part of the ;fﬂikkktgguﬁfgml Nartiang I mechanism to expeditehtheSCZ#]nJab s Scholarship
hedmmissioner st Jaintia path is now gone. The construction interesting tourist activity] "'a® . 1MVoWIng e -~ Trust the system not to

politicians. It must furnish spare even scholarships
details of the funding meant for the Scheduled

necessary to set up thesg qas and Other Backward
courts and indicate that Stat%lasses to make a quick

adventure trail that ong

can promote. Althoug overnments be involved in P h :

o grs e The exercise. The aim, "‘fhid\gﬂﬁ}f—ib T e Micistor
h b 9 identified remains to be elusive, is toAmarianer Sinah ordered a
oldhs egn pis E)e Hecleanse politics Ofs ecial auditgof all the
protected areas by theimjnality and CorrUption'pgucational institutions

Archaeological Survey of | these courts be the idea atl ‘ .
India, yet not much effort 1o01 time will tell. pertaining to ‘Post Matric

Trekking on the ancient

nd through a convergence of the PWD roads from Amlarem o/a) trail can be goo

ode the two government .
eagencies along with History to Muktapur has demolished most
Department of Thomas
(@ones College. a study wa: of the path and the road from
qunducted and now the Amlarem to Jowai and Jowai to
ort has been submitted tc i
S eoncerned authority. Nartiang has destroyed the
The project is a classic remaining part of the path.
oeample of how government

; ; o ; Al i @ Scholarship Scheme’ for
.agencies which have theJaintiapur, the winter capitalingdom. Although there has gone into the  NENoToAadhar
1 i intia ki i : rotection and is fi SC/OBC from 2011 to 2017.
ﬁ%lds collaborate with of the Jaintia kingdom whichare” reqular efforts from P Meghalaya is firm aboutWhile the intent may be to

preservation of theswanting to opt out of may
important monuments. Aadhar, as it's different from Un€arth corruption in the

Every Sunday one can segther States. With illegal Prévious regime, it's

truck drivers washing theirimmigration and influx being Unfortunate that thousands
trucks at the stone bridgea known major concern,0f deserving candidates
in Thlumuwi and thg there are fears that thdave been short changed,
bathing ghat Aadhar may provide illegal @S the scandal multi-crore.

Imycational institutions is now in Bangladesh. their fellow Khasi-Pnar
ich have the expertise to The sheer size of theuynho are Christians and live
ipgnduct a research whichstructures which includejy the other parts of
would not have beenstone slaps used to span thgangladesh to convert
fdssible if there is no bridges qualify to class to b&hem to Christianity, yet
¢§§pvergence among theclassed as megaliths. Othe families persist and

much of North Korea's economic life blood. M

in the Asian capitals that Trump will visit mayistorical monuments of small as those

nevertheless be cautious in their dealings with

Itis because his early withdrawal from the Tr

Pacific Partnership has undone Barack Oba
effort to boost trade with some of the worl
fastest growing economies and to sustain
strategic commitments to Asia.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989
Financial crisis in DC

The newly elected ChiefCouncil has to depend o
Executive Member of Khasiforest royalty for its
Hills Autonomous District survival, then Meghalaya
Council Mr G S Massaris in for a big ecologica
recently told newsmen incatstrophe. It is, thereforg
Shlllong that the Council wasof paramount importanc
in financial doldrums. The for all concerned to sit uf
District coffer has just and find out a newe
enough to meet the salary Bilkesource base for th
for another three moths. Thiijstrict Councils.
is an appalling situation, the Qver the years Distric
District Council, according to Councils have virtually,
Mr Massar, has an annuatyrned into
revenue of Rs. 1.26 crore. Ofnconsequential archai
these royalty from forestphodies which neither hav
alone fetches over Rs onghe funds to do any thin
crore. The other sources okubstantial for the peopl
revenue are professionahor do they have thg
taxes, share on transportmachinery to take up an

mines & minor minerals, worthwhile project. The
trading licence fees whichkhasi Hills District

together accure some Rs. 28ouncil in particular has

surrounded by tanks usdmmigrants a way to claim Since June, the audit of 249
for fermenting betel nutscitizenship and upset thdnstitutions has
which give out a foul smell. demographic balance of theconducted leading to the

The other problem thattribal State. Chief Minister education  department
nte;]bound ?'0”9 the ptth &“Qhe land where theseMukul Sangma has in factmaking a claim of Rs 53.76
: o ; Lo € most prominent IS tN€historj i crore to be returned. The
omotion gf eco-tourism in als'o ble ]‘ound in .Jalntlapufimage of Ganesh near thqholig)tré%al rgcr)gurggprtgn?lr %\égﬂalgyaboost g)eog;gmodus operandi of the
the region,” was completedwhich is in the plains and farSyndai cave. Carvings cangpwned By private partied,Committee on Aadhaarinstitutions was to show
a'g record time of less thanaway from the hills from wherepe found on the stonepence the governme ’t(MPCA), an umbrella bogus students by way of
jasyear. di h the séoneds r?re mo.Stdl'keR’D“dgeS at Umiaknieh andneeds to immediately comeorganisation againstgiving names of dropout
According to the report carved and then carried to th@ear the Bathing ghat andpyt  with  laws  to| Aadhaar enrolment, and saidtudents, or claiming funds
%Ch of the approximately erstwhile palace. the sculpture of a limblessnationalize these sites $dast week that he has yet tdor unsigned applications

re than seventy kilometre  Further study of the royalgjephant are  somethat they can be under theenrol himself. In addition to of students etc. While the

oject which was aptly as big as the Stonehenge igjth and tradition.

led, ‘Research on theEngland, but they are not as  carving on stones and
found in thescylpture on rocks also
Jaintia hills: the need for different parts of the British p
ir preservation andlsles either. Megaliths ca

ective institutions. Thecourse the megaliths are nQ¢gntinue to uphold their
ki

path which spans across thgath will also shed more "9htprominent stone images in . the th illeaal mi ts' d h ked f

, SC . purview of the| the thorny illegal migrants’ department has asked for
two  countries  have on the religious lives of thethe area. The Rupasorgovernment. In fact| iSsue, this north easterrFIRs to be filed against two
disappeared and even theoyalty then. Fortunately, till pathing ghat and thegovernment  should State is too concerned abouinstitutions and suspended

remaining portion is in a now there are three templeg)yeen’s bathing g

dilapidated condition. The which are still standing a|0n9nearby are also interestinghe land owners dul
path comprises of monolithsthe path, one in Syndai an¢.ase studies because natompensated ]
which consist of standinganother at Borkhat and thgyp|y were the bathing Hopefully the studyf
stones or menhirs and tablether one near Muktapur orynats carved on one singlayill help the governmen
nstones or dolmens on manythe Indo-Bangla border. Thergck but the engineeringpreserve  this  ver
sections of the paths whichSyndai cave was used as @chniques used to bringimportant part of thd

1 also are the resting area (koplace of worship. Perhaps the gnstant flow of fresh history of the Jaintic

shongthait). Another stalactites or stalagmites ifyater to the bathtub madeKingdom.

TOTHE EDITOR

dhe bigger issue that thesome employees so far, the
exercise impinges the rightscam may well turn out to

to privacy. What comes as ae tip of the ice berg, as the
pleasant surprise is that BJPEongress  government
t ruled State, Assam is on thgyroposes to look into other

same page as this oneschemes. More revelations
Congress-ruled. “Our standare on the cards.

remains and we (his pgsitive Energy
counterpart Sonowal) are  ant ‘positive energy’ to
moving together”, said york petter in office and
Sangma. Will the centrepome then do as the Mayor
heed and give the desiregy Jaipur, capital city of

exemption, is worth a WatCh-Rajasthan, says. Last week,

hatacquire these lands an

)
=)

D

o KUdOS to | am a resident ofarrangements for suchcyber frauds except the Delhi Govt sees Hope?  achok Lahoty made it
. Laitumkhrah — and  hadresidents? ATM fraud where thel Delhi government is onqatory for all employees
t committed received notification that the Yours etc., Jamtara gang is involved.keePing fingers crossed. Willo¢™ ™ 3255, “Municipal
NGOs! garbage dumps are closed Name withheld on These gangs which aregleemu;fpre@ge (éﬁ‘ijer]ECorporation to sing the
. and the trucks do not pick request based in the metros hay§yinister A):vind Keiriwal's national anthem at 9.55 a.m.
R them up anymore, so the a unigue wa ofl p ) >_.and national song at 5.55
c . , : . . niq _ Y anguish and provide relief 5o
~  Editor, alternative put into place for Ris@ in Cyber committing crime. Firstly, by~ clipping the Lt P:M: Other than instilling
© Through your paper, |this occurrence is that a truck . its very difficult to arrest| Governor's wings? The patriotism and love for
Pwould like to congratulate will come by three times a crime them though the writer anfigovernment has knocked orf OUMIIY” fis reasoning: “At
,our women organizationweek and we are supposed . one other officer have the apex door to lay downth€ institution where we

\the law on whether the LGWOrk, we should begin our

rcan unilaterally administerd@y with positive energy.

,the National Capital without !N ~any government
being bound by the “aid andoffice, there cannot be a

;/C.S.W.O and T.U.R. forto throw our garbage directly
pursuing the Educationinto the truck. However | and ; A apprehending them earlie
Scam in the High Court anda few others face a problem. Fyl()je[]crlme, ngg(jrlaq,gangT%Fé write ugp should be
the recent Order/Ruling hagfor one leave home by 08:1R"d how to avoid It," Is &

The article, “Rise of P€en successful i

lakh. Evidently the Council is peen hamstrung on bo
heavily = depedndent oncounts. According to M

royalty on forest Rs. OneMassar, the Council coul
crore is a big sum of revenuehot  take up an

which is also an indication ofdevelopmental schem
the volume of forest beingduring the last year in vie
denuded annually. ~ of resource crunch. Th

Ecologists and scientistsState Govt. has for the la
have been crying their voicefive years been extendin
hoarse about the banabnly 50 percent a
effects of wanton felling of matching grant for eac
trees. The Members of theapproved project

Assembly, including Mr Obviously, the State Gowt

Massar himself, have oftenfeels that the Distric
decried the uncheckedcouncils have bee
destructions of our forestdjverting the
wealth. Laws are enacted bufievelopmental funds fo
the enforcement is shoddynon-productive purpose

The greedy new rich class ofTfhe Council has not been

forest owners seem to beple to repudiate th
having their way. Thus foresta|legation convincingly s
worth several lakh of rupeestar. It will be in the interes
are being destroyed everyf the Council that it take
month. This is an appallingsteps to streamline it
situation. If the District financial management.

given new hope to thoseMonday till Saturday. What timely and well written one ;%dtﬂgg;c:m)t/sb%gmiz;nné
hrejected deserving L.p.aré we supposed to do wittspecially because 1SN how to avoid becomin
School teachers. | wouldour garbage?. A person fronuthored by a pollcevictims of cyber crimes
also like to remind them toth® Municipal Board hadofficer, BK Mishrawhohas & " = o k):a t in mind
take up another mess of 438dvised me to collect myfirst- hand experience in- ing Soci | medi
ass appointments angarbage and then dispose dealing with and solving w g” ulsllng social med
regularization of their of. He does not understanduch cases .With the risg?nd online transaction
apointment as  reqularinal the fruck comes betweeim cyber crime which is etc. This will help preven
toﬁgs without callin gfor 08:30 and 09:30 ( a time bystated to be the crime oft " harpl earn_ed ' an
v tervi ng th which | have long left home).the future we need to befrom being swindled and
Zzggmgl]yegggxtalr?at No! Stay alone and there’s naware especially of thell some cases fo b
Goubt. the skeletons wil "€ €lse who can dispose dfauds committed throughViCtims of cyber bullying.|
tumblé out of the cupboardmy trash for me.What areams, online transactions e sh(_)uld remember o
d iustice will finally be PECP€ like us supposed tand Facebook to name 4he ultimate aim of thes
and justice will finally D€ o2 |'ve been told that if lfew. In Meghalaya not Cyber criminals is to cheg
delivered at the end of theow into the garbage dumpnany cyber criminals haveP€ople of their money.

dadvice” of the AAP bigger positive sense or
government. It has done s@0sitive energy than the
Iy challenging Delhi High national anthem.” And for
Court judgement of April the evening song: “A
2016 which declared the LGperson returns home with
Ato have ‘complete control ofwork fatigue, (but) he
Sall matters of the NCT of should leave  office
Delhi and that nothing withtemperament in office
ycould happen without hisitself... They should go
| concurrence.’” This, arguedhome with positive energy
ethe petitioners suggests thérom singing the national
LG has special powerssong and give quality time
.t greater than the Presidento people at home.” While,
Land other Governors ofno one at the work place had
tStates’! Has the point beemn objection to the order,
well taken? Well, in his oral some were peeved about
observation

dav. . _Justicethe Mayor adding that
y Yours etc then | WOUId be f|ne.d. Whatbeen arrested but the recent YOUI’S etC., Chandl’achud Sald: ‘LGanyone opposmg th|s

M. Synrem. was the problem Vj)"th usindarrest of 7 people, six of Raju Thapa cannot stultify proposals/decision “should go to

: "Viaemail thle ga(ljrbage dump? The ”el‘%hom are foreign nationals Shillong -1 | schemes forwarded by thepakistan”. The order shall
plan does not cater to alinciyding a  Nigerian ; Council of Ministers to him soon apply to all zonal

residents and not allnational, reveals the|lefers fo the Editor must havel | by simply  sitting  on offices and fire stations. But

i i ’ . . the full name, address and i . : '

Problem of \r;;il??g:stﬁzndstjtmiﬁ ?&TE ?on volvement of Nigerian | o 0 e writer :nesde'ﬁ.‘“He Is bfoung:l to Pat\sglven that it would do

i . angs. When we read other . . € difrerence or opinions wonders, erhaps the
garbage d|Sp05al arrive. We have work Orgatignal papers we learn of & if they are sent by email. || the President for earlycentre shoupld takpe a cue

Only letters with the requisite

college to attend. Can ther
details will be published.

be an

resolution.” How should and app|y it in all offices! --

the involvement ~ of Kejriwal and team view this- _|NFA

alternative Njgerians in most of the

Editor,
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“Democracy is not so much a form of
government as a set of principles.”
--- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Election Time: fleeting manifestation
of peoples’ sovereignty

expected to keep sile
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The contractor-official nexus
ASSAM Chief Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal |
warned contractors and officials of a jail term
sub-standard work while implementing governm
schemes, especially those related to the infrastru
sector. PWD Minister of Assam, Parimal Suklabai
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According to the
Constitution of India,
ultimate sovereignty in the

By FabianLyngdoh

docile sheep to the flowe
speeches of those w
have more than enough

- happy and hopeful for thehumble and smiling human
'State reslts_wlth the pSOplesuccess of their own partieseing with folded hands
fep ﬁquha cmzer:s, an r?o hen the existing ‘lei-san-approaching the common
%ﬁver;ngaen?eg& ?n E';‘ otune snem’ get affiliated to theirpeople with extreme care

cratic socie Iikeylndigown respective parties. Thend begging for their Democracy in India i
C‘ﬁf@ - ty harol Congress party, the BJP, theupport to elect or re-elect;, academic an
s citizens: are Sharplynppthe HSPDP, the PDF, étim as ‘their humble jyliectual discourse is
) . L. : al try to woo the existingservant,” Or so he would par with the rest of th
himself inspected the road repair site near the ho MLAs and MDCs to comesay. world, but democracy
stadium at Guwabhati. This is a much need@gzens including the poor 219 C‘?“;eStffrom their own ngﬁse 'hOW'V and the grassroots is still
) ha o the marginslised | ThePary tickets for a supposedijlumble  characteristic gream; it is still unde
intervention in the area of governance. That the Clied g ' better change. If the existingexpressions of the aspiring

. . . [ Indian social system is in a ! : experiment; but it is
Minister should threaten a jail term against defaulliigidamental disorder in P eSentatives had for theandidates embolden theogyy experiment in whic
contractors and officials means he is aware of ffé

4 . . past twenty five or thirtycommon people and
e of angelic Virtues years in the chair could noawaken their dormantthou%htfm and worth
L. ) . enumerated in the social people are cautious

poor road condition in Assam of which Silchar th@rms of the society, or in
second largest city after Guwahati is a clear exan

bring about the requiredrespectability as equal
1@1@ democratic constitution
There are other areas in Upper Assam too tha

change how could theyhuman beings. We would
ihe State because thergossibly bring that changeobserve that a poor,q.aw conclusions or t
tadEe visibly wide spread
not yet been connected by good roads. For deg
the politician-contractor-bureaucrat- technog

nly after the 2018 —humble human being, Whobegin anew with fres
| '@éices and inequalities in
i - is a real need for change, iwith a sense  of
nexus in most states has turned our roads into ro r%ﬁl o
OUlthe idea of popular - ;
pop only when the people who araspiring candidates to walkgenjine ~ Democrati
stdht of the people to remove; . g -
_ : _ J peop against the existing systenhumble and docile people,a e ‘capable of growin
the region but in the last five years they have exp
)@Riction process every fiveagtacied, not by leaders whoespectable, COUrageous esne crapility if there ar
house keys to a thief and expecting him to safeg _
people have little actualgystem  There is sufficientaggressive tones, putting People should exercis
nature and the roads are unlikely to survive the hgiie f the fact that there(L
Should be able to do
paratively few existing
highway at Umsning which had degenerated to a paiiy nter into profitable tradingelectors. It is a liberation g4 hat non-performing
the existing ignorance, inferiority, elections are over and thejave also witnessed th
also a sad commentary on the complete failure g
picefortable  chairs.The 3pe forced to become so, bgovereignty which was in
.. . “of the society. But, since the,
Minister of Meghalaya follow in his footsteps? Y On the other hand, there arthey who thought that the yercent. Hence, he/she
number, theelites need the
being. But when there argests on himself. He isyq4, indifferent, docile

waste.

Oidided into a comparatively
rity group of elites and

a vast majority of common

dag

|

should be opened for t
masses to exercise a

and economic
among th

the process of recall mig
be useful to be introduce

by securing less th

elections? Should we ask thi the past, walked with fear
o2 A > ''question whether there is ander the feet of the greats
€ distribution of social,
h&dlitical
€there a real burning desire forespectability and it \we ever dream o
uneven, exposed paths with huge craters that g | ) it? Real change will comegreatness and expects th%onsntutmg India into
cause accidents. spyglrelgnty_]?ppears O?lyh'nadversely affected by thainder his feet, to which gaypiic not only in lette
visible manifestation of the gi51,5 quo, move and adhey too comply. The lowly, ) aisc in spirit. Peopl
Jgﬁgficla' trgpc\?s'er]ntatiir:’etﬁ’under the leaders whaow for a fleeting period, into “fully democrati
: : elect new ones Sdentify themselves with theappear great, intelligent, yaings with cour
the rot in the system. The Public Works Departn r _ eings courage a
was ministered by a contractor. This is like giving t}g2"s: Byt In reallty however, ;ae _empty “promises taunning and aggressiveyave which can liberat
9 9 convert everyone into aThey would even speak t0y,am from the burdenin
the belongings in there. The repairs that are beﬂ?ﬁ : -
gings | P er even in removing the yeath in the world for everyforward their bargain and heir sovereignty not onl
undertaken during the dry season are cosmef human being to have enougtlemands with no sense ot e in five years durin
. ood, enough clothing andshyness or fear, and the,
.. .. eems to b_e W|d_e-spre_a ecent shelter; but there isn'tandidates have to handl
monsoons. Itis intuitive that the Meghalaya Higtssatisfaction with their gnqgh wealth in the wholehem with extreme carefom day to day. A ne
Court had to step in and order the National Highw 8Sworld to make everybody abecause they have becom '
- millionaire, unless someonéyper-sensitive about their
gkpresentatives were
; . ). fesentatives gOt.eIeCte‘f\/ith the aliens from Mars. ~period for them, however S runt representativ
where it had become dangerous for vehicles wtlihe end of every five-year "t 0 is no natural orbrief it might be. may b% rec;’"e 3 and fro
passengers to ply on. While we appreciate the | '
itggresentatives have beefpipargy or docility in the results declared, the glow; i
cted again and again fot, 55t majority of under-from the faces of the people, . the existing system
executive which has been vested with that powe groriab e L onars i thirty per cent of the tot
deliver on its mandate. The Assam ChiefMinisl%JCiety is driven by the 50Cial political and economidhe hands of the elector
situations prevailing in anwould instantly shift to the 5 act him/her constitut
0
determining factor in aj perent courage,fate of the victor rested iny ot mandated to repres
capabilities, andtheir hands, now find that
| LOOKING BACK | D them
May 5, 1989

real need for change? If thereaow raises his head high
resources
Meghalaya'’s roads used to be one of the be
existing trend, it seémSyjjionaire under the existingthe candidates in bold andscial oppressions.
iexisting representatives in
lection time, but the
formances,
Authority of India to urgently repair the stretch can show us the way how tsight as the ‘sovereign’
removed and few new
.|i’§H°d' On the contrary, Mostyjq|ggjcally inherent  But as soon as thegnag may be elected.
Court for stepping into the area of governance,
e
. h g
fghﬁh and sixth term to their , jyijeged people, but theywould disappear; the
has taken a commendable initiative. Canthe next Cljefests of the elite sectionnjyst and repressive societhands of the elected, anoﬁOre than  seven
democratic election is the
respectability in every humarthe victory of the victor Pe.ople seem ignora
Eat mud for health!

votes of the vast majority of
the underprivileged poor to
authenticate their choice of

a government to run their

repressive external forcesflying up, up, and away! ;4 lethargic becau
these qualities recoil within;,They become ignorant,peir sovereignty in

- the individual acceptssmall, humble and docile : :
eaffairs. So the masses arg,,;render and wal b democratic system is on

Carol Loveland wouldn't physicians known as th ks as amgain, and ever willing to i i

, 3 i ili i - Ay : ; y ; a myth, which manifest
advise replacing meat andather of experimentalmobilised e oo insignificant social beingwalk in expectation and fearomyyin a ‘once-in-a-fived
potatoes with a plate of dirtphysiology acquired 20,000dIrections on the rhetoric ofynger the huge feet ofunder his feet as inferiors.year  street  cultural
but after studying what'slozenges of dirt and goatpopular sovereignty; with .o csses. These This

T _ situational festival.lt is encouragin
respectable characteristics diehaviour of the peoplehat a Social Audit Counc

%he common people can bshould enlighten us on theyas constituted in th

called geophagia she says hlood from thel humble appeals to the
mouthful of just the right soil Mediteranean Island of masses as the lords of th
may sometimes be goods fokemnos and dispensed themolitical system. All types of j<aryved during
what ails you. "Some soilsfor various ailments. electioneering tactics are i ; :

may contribute minerals that In America's rural southemployed and respectivecarnloalgn period for theevery human being, ando
can be absorbed," said thelay eating remains a resilig| upporters submerged heatr;

[ uitla , al provide more
lections at the end of everghould instil in us a faith in gpportunities for the

ive years. | would advisethe natural equality of pegple to exercise the

Utah Sate University subculture. While the practideand soul in the dust and - ) _

: ; researchers on people’suman persons, which a
ﬁnthmpOlO}?'St{. She warnlsérgcay havle beenhlmpo_réegi %team of the ‘popular-jitical behavioﬂr pin IopsideéJ society had Zgﬁ\e,{ﬁégsmy C())fver tme
gwever, that 'some peop o \nican Saves, Si1e e [oovereignty: festival. underdeveloped democraticnjustly transformed their Government and  th

can become very anemic'longer can be subscribed s Though'it seems that in
from eating dirt, ingesting limited to particular social, meghalaya, everyone is fed
chemicals that interrupt theethnic or racial groups. "Othel with the existing MLAs

body's exchange of nutrientgpeople are using clay, 00,554 MDCs. who are
or can be sickened byshe said, noting that capsu hockingly beihg referred to

harmful microbes. and tablets of dirand clay Uaicm . A ! 0 | )
Her study, to be publishedare showing up in healt azdlg sgr:lcs‘ntehrgt (g‘ﬁyyegrrleelectlon-ZOlS in Meghalayacomplain and demand,Social Audit establishmer]
in the June issue of the journafood stores, touted for th ir\?vams’ 2 change for the  Person who was a Ministeespecially those who arewould  not be 3
9 or a high bureaucrat withdiscriminated and Government agency t

Food and Foodways, foundmineral content and
dirt  and clayy eating remedies  for certai Sttrer, brlt“ vsvlrj‘ppor;e;ist ffmagnificent _countenancemnarginalised. But we gloss itself, but a people
every party who constituté 5 g’ great pride yesterdayssually observe that theagency for exercisin

throughout history. In Romanstomach and intestinal " U ve t
times, Galen the 2nd centuryailments. the adult population arenqy “appears as a smallmillions of marginalised are sovereignty.

| omeeorR |
BJP and tainted

societies to seize
opportunity to undertakecaste and class. In awith a capable and since
their field studies duringsituation of discrimination person like Mr Toki Blah
these three months ofnd injustice, every oneas the Chairman of th
'campaign period before théas the right to speak, toCouncil, we hope tha

of conviction about rooting gppeals from variousYOUr esteemed daily, | amsordid ~ developments.and incorrect only help t
MLAS out corruption from the guarters, these element@mazeddy certain intriguing What hits me is the fact thatthicken the air of suspicio
country. While we stand yefysed to withdraw the call "EWS itéms appearing inhe has cleverly selected ahat hangs heavy in th

Editor, rock solid be_h|n_d himinthistor road blockade during recgnt weeks. | refer in bogus firm to supply constituency. To us, hi
Your column of 3rd arduous mission, we arepyrga Puja festival. This ledParticular to the RTI exposematerials ranging from prave front is an eye was
November on patronagedreatly disturbed by someiy the loss of nearly 400°f misuse of MLA funds in sand to computers. Thisand it simply cuts no ice
politics via MLA LAD funds Of the ominous portentsprecious lives. He was19-South Shillong firm, we are told, belongs  |n this situation, the
was timely. As always, we arevhen it comes to BJP'sqetained by the StateConstituency. The RTl o a person based at Sohrasovernment shoul
thankful to you for flagging duest for power in Government under applicant is a political rival of |t is obviously a plot for consider ~ suspendin
the issue of deep-seatedleghalaya. For the comingMeghalaya Preventivethe sitting MLA ~and siphoning off money madefurther release of MLA
corruption in Meghalaya February election, the partyDetention Ordination and therefore it is no surprise thatavailable to the MLA. But funds to all MLAS agains
made possible by unbridledeaders in their attempt towas jailed for six months in he has bravely gone to townyhat takes the cake is thajyhom there are seriod
misuse of MLA funds. A gain a foothold in the Assam. | hope, therefore,with his findings. That he hasthe entire transactioncharges of corruption an
brazen Rs 10 crore in fiveAssembly (where there isthat the Prime Minister's chosen to do so now Wwithpetween this firm and themisuse of public money.
years is a lot of money in thenone at the moment), haverusade against COI’rU.ptiOI’barEIy a hundrEd dayS bEforEN”_A has taken p|ace in is un”kely that the
hands of an electedmindlessly sacrificed theand good governance is nothe election has a lot to docash. This is a clearGovernment of the day wi
representative to squandercore component of Modi'ssacrificed for achieving with electoral politics. Be that evidence that things havesccede to the plea of th
Worse, they bully the officersbattle against corruptionpetty political gains. The as it may, we cannot fight shybeen manipulated. IndeedRT| applicant for an official
and underlings to fall in line and good governance_BJP should make sure thabf the fact that all is falf IN the government has put anquiry into
with their whims and fancies.Today, we see the State BJEe ends and means are ndbve, war and politics! han on cash transactionsillegations, given the fa
The system has becoméeaders trying to rope in alll0St sight of. The temptationHaving said that, let me addpeyond Rs 20,000. In thisthat the MLA concerne
totally rotten. There has to bekinds  of undesirable':j0 bigammpor;Nev:/illtEr?uglh that most people in thecase, how on earth did thés an ally of the ruling
a complete overhaul of theelements for hgvgl;s neeiltile i o ci Yconstituency had half MLA pay as high as Rs 34group. However, the Chid
system. The critical questionpower. g pact ONexpected this kind of exposesakh in cash? The MLA's Vigilance Commissione

is who is going to bell the cat? Take the example of theth€ €lection prospects ofto embarrass the sittingattempt to defend themay act suo-motu for th

grabbing

Many in Meghalaya who are19-South Shillong the BJP but also castvLA. Frankly, we sub- indefensible through asake of ending thi
great admirers of Modi'sConstituency where the2SPErsIons on Modi's ownconsciously knew that all press conference to cleacorruption raj.

inspired leadership and backainted sitting MLA who is Ma9€: these must have beerhis name has compounded Yours etc.,
his  crusade  againstknown for large scale yours €tc., occurring behind our back.his case. Instead of Name withheld or
corruption, had hopes thatorruption, swindling of P.Wallang, The RTI findings tell their providing documentary request.
perhaps BJP would do theMLA funds, besides being Shillong-4. own Ztory bfasefj t?ndogflmﬁl evidence to counter the Shillong-4.
trick. But one is dismayed bya known dubious character, records as furnished by thecharges brought forth by -

the way the State gJP i{js being proiected as the CaSe Of blatant Government.  Therefore, his political rival, he has| Leters o the Editor must have
working at cross purposes--party" e {j'd te. Thi . there can be no counterchosen to duck under the e full name, address and

. g purp party’'s candidate. 1S Corrupt|0n| argument about the . contact number of the writer,
just to win a few seats hereperson, it is apt to mention : g cover of polemics. To sa

even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

authenticity of the beansthat the RTI findings are

and there. Indeed we sincerelyiere, was responsible for . .
Editor, spilled by the RTI applicant. political may be right, but

appreciate Prime Ministerfomenting communal riot in

and listen attentively liké

eat and much more to

aIndia has

volunteer. It is the time
now for the experiment tp

variables. More avenugs

express their sovereign 3}‘

Bemocratic variable, like

st

person was elected eve

Svotes. Those who did not

t)

aperformance

therealm into stratifications of political representatives.

theseg

Doing Business
In India
By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg
BEATING THE RHETORIC

0 Every year the World become relatively easier in
ank releases ‘Ease ofindia. With the introduction
Doing Business Report’ of Companies Act 2013 and
after studying the rapid use of IT services by
jregulatory environment in agovernment departments to

‘

atcountry to set up and run a@ssue PAN as well as TAN

business. It evaluates 19Gumbers have resulted in the

gtcountries every year andfurther easing of time and

acomes out with rankings. Inefforts taken towards the
its report released last montfstarting of a company. There
increased itshas been a remarkable
rankings by 37 places fromincrease in the ease of
137 in 2016 it has climbed topaying taxes. The rules and
0100 in the latest rankings.regulations towards
This jump is indeed laudablepayment of corporate taxes,
when seen in the context ofdeduction of provident
global economic slowdown.funds, and deduction of
So before we sit down toTDS/TCS have become
nalyse the rankings let ugelatively easier.
ok at the report itself and The recently
ow it is constructed by theimplemented Banking and
World Bank. The ease oflnsolvency Code is a

a doing business rankings argrathbreaking step towards

based on a country'scorporate governance. Till
performance on ten differentthe implementation of this

0

For India, the jump by a respectable thirty
places can be attributed to a number of
structural changes that have happened in
the past one year. Starting a business has
become relatively easier in India. With the
introduction of Companies Act 2013 and
rapid use of IT services by government
departments to issue PAN as well as TAN
numbers have resulted in the further
easing of time and efforts taken towards
the starting of a company. There has been
aremarkable increase in the ease of paying
taxes.

C

J
€

J

|

Iparameters. These includdill the issue of insolvency

enforcing contracts, was not being addressed in
starting a business, payingndia in a structured manner.
ifaxes, resolving insolvencylf a company failed the rules
p@mong others. In India,were not clear on how the
these rankings are based oassets of the company
tthe business environment invould be classfied and
Mumbai and Delhi. A lower distributed. The recently
gank indicates betterimplemented code brings in
on thata new paradigm. The bill
Yparameter, whereas a higheclearly states how an asset
Srank indicates worseof a company that has
performance on  thedeclared insolvency is to be
indicator. India’s ranking treated. It also sets up
Jlimproved in most of the tenspecial legal mechanism to
. parameters  over theaddress the question of
“Qrevious year. insolvency in a time bound
An important point that manner.
needs to be emphasized at The export import
this point is that in India complaince in ports have
hthese  parameters  are@educed and the system has
regulated by different become much more efficient.
pagencies across the thre@he easing of norms has

€

The export import complaince in ports
have reduced and the system has become
much more efficient. The easing of norms
has also resulted in remarkable
improvements in trade compliance as well
as exportimport issues. Enforcing contracts
has also become easier due to the
establishment of the National Judicial Data
Grid through comprehensive legislative
managment. India has achieved
remarkable progress in the past two years.

i Yet the road ahead is more daunting and

Y difficult.
t

%

diers of government i.e.also resulted in remarkable
central, state and municipalimprovements in trade
Uror example, for starting acompliance as well as export
business, registration andmport issues. Enforcing
other clearances are grantedontracts has also become

—~ —+ D

wn

J

=0 m DO O

%y central ministries such agasier due to the
Finance and Corporateestablishment of the
Affairs. Electricity and water National Judicial Data Grid

fleonnections for a businesghrough  comprehensive

lare granted by the statdedislative managment.
celectricity and water boards. India has achieved
[ The municipal corporations'€markable progressr.] In thg
Lgrant building permits and Past two years. Yet the roa
Fvarious other no objection@n€@d is more daunting and
P certificates to businessesd'mcu't' To further improve

; : ts business image India
So in order to achieve bettellmust work towards easing

Fa”"'“gs means rOleSt1and clearances, acquiring
improvement in Working [anq “and property and
across all levels of¢ rther easing of other
governance. regulations. Yet despite the
For India, the jump by achallenges of the road
respectable thirty places cayhead, India will

be attributed to a number ofyndoubtedly be able to
structural changes that haveurther improve its rankings.
happened in the past one (Views expressed by the

Modi's indomitable courage Shillong in 1992. Despite As & disceming reader ofl am not amazed at all thesqo dismiss them as wron

year. Starting a business haguthor are personal)
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“Keep your face always toward the
sunshine - and shadows will

fall behind you.”

--- Walt Whitman
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Sexual Harassment
SEXUAL harassment at the workplace is now
discussed everywhere. A couple of lists have been

featured on the social media accusing male

professors, research students and student activists
of sexual harassment. It has caused considerable

disagreement and triggered bitter debate. The names
of account holders who had posted the lists are not
unknown. If such incidents occur in the higher

echelons of academic life, nothing can be more
deplorable. The ruling dispensation also gets a bad
name. Feminists are sadly divided on such issues.

Court rulings cannot be put in the correct perspective.
The Delhi High Court has recently ruled that all
unwanted physical contact between men and women

should be construed as sexual harassment. However,

accidental physical contact does not conform to this
definition. The Delhi High Court ruling rightly puts

the emphasis on intent and intent should be carefully

distinguished from consent.

The case tried at the Delhi High Court raises a
number of points. A female scientist from the Central
Road Research Institute had appealed to the court
in April 2005 against the complaints committee and
the disciplinary authority in the institution. She alleged
that her senior colleague had been unjustifiably cleared
off the charge of sexual harassment. She was

apparently pushed out of a room by the senior male
scientist. The court decided that it was a case of

altercation and not sexual harassment though the

conduct of the senior scientist was deplorable. Why
did the female scientist of CRRI complain? She says
that if she had been a man, she could not have been

pushed out. But that cannot be a serious charge. An
ethics committee should be set up in academic
institutions to back the complaints committee. What

emerges from the judicial proceedings is that different

instances of sexual harassment should not be lumped

together.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

Decision on Bihar,
Gujarat soon: PM

Prime Minister Mr Rajiv
Gandhi today indicated that
some decision would be taken
soon on various is-sues
including the leader-ship in
Bihar and Gujarat are shuffle
in the union minis-try and
reorganization of the AICC.
During an informalchat, after
he had inaugu-rated the two
day Chief Min-ister's
conference here newsmen
asked Mr Gandhi what he
was going to do about
various pending is-sues as
there was not muchtime left

with the budget ses-sion of
Parliament scheduled to
begin from February
21.When the Prime Minister
asked what were the pend-
ing issues, newsmen re-
ferred to the leadership is-
sue in Bihar, a possible cabi-
net reshuffle at the centre
and re organization of the
AICC. The Prime Minister
said "we have to do some-
thing. Some things have to
be done in a number of
areas."

"China rises to Conquer”
was the catchphrase that
echoed around the world,
mainly in Asia, after Xi
Jinping became the exalted
leader of the Communist
Party of China at the 19th
Congress last month.
Buoyed by nationalism and
capitalism, twin pillars of Xi's
ideology, China aspires for
a world role. It seeks to fill
the spot vacated by the US
that looks more inward, and
withdraws from positions of
influence. Beijing's strategic
thinking is, in the absence
of US backing, its
neighbours would take an
accommodative  stance.
China 1is putting this
thinking into test by means
of both inducements and
pressure.

As the investments from
Japan and the western
countries dwindle, China is
stepping into extending
loan or investment to the
developing countries,
mainly in the Asia. Nepalese
Ambassador to India Deep
Upadhyay said in a seminar:
"we have kith-and-kin
relation with India, but we
would like tap the surplus
money that China has."

India faces the brunt of
Chinese world ambition, and
its jealousy as a competitor
in Asia. Beijing wants to
scuttle India's regional and
global rise. For the fourth
time, it has blocked India, the
US and other countries' bid
to list the mastermind of
Pathankot terror attack
Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist. It plans to build
Pakistan at par with India.
The China-Pakistan axis is
precisely meant to stem
India, in Asia's new geo-
politics. Some observers in
both these countries would
say that their friendship is
"deeper than the ocean, and
taller than the mountains".
These are, of course,
political hyperboles; there
are no permanent friends or
foes in international politics.
It is national interest that
guides relations.

On the other hand, China
is abrasive in diplomacy, not
making any sacrifices to
install itself in the leadership
position. It should open its
markets, take a
magnanimous position on
territorial disputes, and be
firm with volatile leadership
of North Korea and so on.
The economic and security
concerns vis-a-vis Beijing
has not abated. Therefore,
India should prepare itself
economically, militarily and
diplomatically for a long-
term rivalry with it.

How is New Delhi
preparing to deal with
Beijing? Two current

Quadrilateralism Policy

Stemming China?

By Dr. D.K. Giri

initiatives merit mention in
this context. One is the recent
visit of Bhutan king Jigme
Khesar Namgyal Wangchuk
last week with his wife queen
and one-year-old crown
prince. The visit was
significant for at least two
reasons. It followed the 73-
day Doklam  standoff
between Indian and Chinese
armies. Second, Thimpu is
New Delhi's close friend.
India is Bhutan's largest
trading partner, 82% of
Bhutan's total imports are
accounted for by India and
90% of its exports come to
India.

Prime Minister Modi, after
assuming office, chose
Bhutan to be his first visit
abroad. Bhutan does not
have diplomatic contact with
China. But Beijing wants to
bypass New Delhi, in dealing
with Thimpu. New Delhi will
want to thwart this maneuver,
hosted the king to review the
'whole gamut of relations’,
and to discuss preparation
for the golden jubilee
celebration of diplomatic ties
in2018.

New Delhi has two other
projects with Bhutan, one
strategic, and the other
economic. It has mooted the
idea of BIMSTEC - Bay of
Bengal initiative for multi-
sectoral, technical and
economic co-operation. This
project is conceived as an
alternative to SAARC, which
is defunct owing to
irreconcilable differences
between India and Pakistan
on cross-border terrorism etc.

Bhutan is the key partner
in this initiative. BIMSTEC

comprises Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and

Thailand. These countries
constitute 21% of the world
population, totaling 1.5 billion
people, and have the GDP of
$2.5 trillion. The second is to
tap into the huge potential of
hydel power in Bhutan.
After India's flip-flop on
Tibet under Nehru, Bhutan
remains the buffer between
the two major Asian powers,
hence becoming the key to
India's China strategy. Let us
recall that Tibet was kept as
a buffer between India and
China by the British, but
Nehru gave away all our
influence over it without
reciprocal guarantees from
Beijing. Now, New Delhi
considers Tibetans as a
State-in-exile, where as
Beijing treats Tibet as one of
its provinces. India's support
to and perception of Tibet is
like crying over spilt milk. Be
that as it may, New Delhi
cannot afford to equivocate
or fumble on Bhutan, and

must avoid repeating the
blunder.

The  other grand
strategy New Delhi is
contemplating is in fact,
the brainchild of Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
who just won a landslide
victory to run the fourth
term in office. This is the
policy of Quadrilateralism
involving Japan, US, India
and Australia. The project
was conceived in 2007, but
got aborted next year as
Australia developed cold
feet about antagonizing
China. After a resounding
victory in the elections,
and in the wake of North
Korean missile threat,
backed tacitly by China,
Abe has revived the
project, and other three
countries have responded
positively.

This is Abe's pet project
in Asian Multilateralism.
Obviously, China's
unilateralism and
expansionism drive makes
other Asian powers to
band together. In an
interview, Japanese foreign
minister said, "Japan will
propose a top-level
dialogue with the US,
India, and Australia to
promote free-trade and
defence cooperation
across Indian Ocean, from
South China Sea to
Africa." Japan would like
to see deep and
substantive cooperation

among the four on
defence, maritime security
and infrastructure

development. In 2007, Abe
had foreseen an "arc of
freedom and prosperity
along the outer rim of the
Eurasian continent."”

The 'Quad’, a broader
Asian network will allow
the free flow of people,
goods, capital  and
knowledge. Its principle is
shared and established
only the purpose and
process have to evolve.
For the US, they withdrew
from the G-2 joint
leadership with China, and
wanted to install India as a
pivot to their Asia strategy.
For New Delhi, it is an
extension of joint military
exercise called "Exercise
Malabar". It was initially
between US and India,
Japan later joined as a
permanent member;
Australia and Singapore
also have sent their
warships. China calls
Quad the Asian 'NATO'.

In response to Tokyo's
revived initiative on
'Quad', India, unlike in the
past, has responded
readily. The closer India-

Japan relation, what I call
Japindia vs Chinpak has
speeded up the new
initiative. New Delhi has
stated unambiguously
that it will be open to any
move that aligns with
India's interest and
promotes its view point.
Although Japindia
predate NaMo, he has
added greater depth and
substance. Tokyo would
like to look beyond the
US, and India beyond
non-alignment. New Delhi
is ready to embark on any
complex geo-political
jousting in Asia in order
to advance its interest.

However, Anthony
Yazaki, an expert on India-
Japan relations,
comments, "for India,

embracing Japan is work
in progress". But, it is on
the right track.

On containing China,
New Delhi can out-
maneuver Beijing.
Admittedly, India, as of
now, does not have the
financial wherewithal to
compete in a like-for-like
fashion, observed Andrew
Small, of German Marshall
Fund, an expert of China,
US and Pakistan relations.
In South-Asia India, does
not have outside partners
to contain China which
makes forays. The OBOR
- One Belt-One-Road, the
biggest Chinese power
game, is not met with any
collective response.
'Quad' may provide one.

Significantly, India is
embedded in a network of
strategic relationships,
unlike China, which will
surely, have an edge. That
is precisely Beijing's
concern.

Finally, India could
play the Chinese game.
China took Japanese and
Western investment, by
offering its cheap labour,
India could do the same.
China promises $85 billion
investment in India. So, for
India, it need not be a
zero-sum geo-politics with
China. India could
maneuver some of the
development accruing out
of China's wealth to India's
advantage.

At the end of the day,
all these boil down to deft
diplomacy. Abe said after
his election victory,
"strong support at home
helps one pursue bold
policy abroad." Can
NaMo say the same after
De Mo, GST clutter, and
religious vigilantism etc?
-INFA

(The writers is Prof.
International Politics,
JMI)

TO THE EDITOR

We Want
Change!

Editor,

Everybody speaks of
change. But what sort of
change they want is what one
fails to understand. Change
is possible only if we can
change our mindsets and
habits. If we are really sincere
and determined that our state
should prosper and develop
then before welcoming 2018
let us welcome the New Year
with a new outlook for the
upcoming elections. Before
choosing our representatives
let us examine and question
ourselves and pray and seek
wisdom from God. As the
saying goes, "They set up
kings without my consent;
they choose princes without
my approval." Accordingly
let us cast our precious and
valuable votes with the
following points in mind. (1)
Is the person educated and
qualified? (2) Does the
person have a mission and a
vision? (3) Is the person a
social worker or a leader/ law
maker? (4) Is the person
capable of discussing issues
of state with the
bureaucracy? (5) Is the
person competent to make
policies? (6) Is the person
free from corruption? (6)
Does the person have a

reputation for integrity?

The need of the hour is
to elect a person who
understands laws and
policies. We need a
legislator to legislate rules
and not a fool or a bully.
Voters let us not waste our
precious votes without
examining the above
questions. Let us wake up
and think for the betterment
of our State, our children
and great grand children for
a better tomorrow.

Yours etc.,
Phyllis Rani
Shillong - 4
MHIS-A
blessing turned
curse!
Editor,
I had a horrible

experience whilst using the
MHIS service that I enrolled
for and I am wondering if
the general public has to
undergo the same stressful
procedure. This happened
at a well-known hospital
(without any intention to
tarnish any) within Shillong
city. As I had to admit my
wife late evening on a
Friday, I had to register at
the MHIS counter the next
morning as they had closed

for the day. The registration
process was tedious; I had
to visit the desk three times
starting at 11:00AM where |
handed over the copies of
the MHIS card and I was
asked to revisit them at
3:00PM as they could not
register me directly at that
time (at least that is what I
was informed).
Nonetheless, I went again at
the stated time and was
asked to return at 4:00PM as
for some reasons they still
could not register me and
then again at 5:00PM and
then finally the registration
happened only at about
5:30PM.

I accepted the delay as |
had bigger and more
important things to deal
with. On Sunday morning
the doctor informed that
they would discharge my
wife on Monday early
morning as she had
recovered. Knowing that the
billing would take a few
hours, I took a day off from
work hoping to complete
everything by afternoon. I
went to the hospital the next
day at around 11:30AM as I
learnt that the bill had still
not arrived even though the
doctor clearly stated we
could leave early that day.
On approaching the nurses-
in-charge they informed me

that the bill had been sent to
the billing counter and that
once it passes from there we
could clear the same and
leave the premises. I headed
straight to the billing section
and requested for a status
update and I was informed
that all my bills were at the
MHIS desk. I knew what was
coming as the previous day's
thoughts haunted me.
However, 1 calmly
approached the desk and
requested them for the bill
status upon which I was told
that a patient had to spend
48 hours before any
calculations could be made
and that literally meant I had
to wait until 5:30PM before
they would even look at my
wife's file.

I didn't buy that advice as
I was of the opinion that it is
24 hours from the time of
registration. I expressed the
same to the hospital staff
sitting at the desk and she
retorted, "So, you are going
to teach us how to do our
job?" I felt a bit humiliated
as there were people
surrounding the desk and
they heard her statement.
That was when I decided to
dig out information for
myself and not be so ignorant
about MHIS policies. After
some phone calls I was
provided with a land-line

number 0364-2507477. 1
spoke to a very kind
gentleman and learnt that
as per guideline it was
indeed 24 and not 48
hours. After narrating the
incident to him, he asked
me to pass the phone to
the attendant at the MHIS
desk. It was only after his
conversation with the
attendant that my wife's file
was taken up at around
2:00PM and the necessary
calculations made and then
moved to the billing
counter. What if I did not
get the number I could call
to reconfirm my doubts? I
would have silently had to
wait till 5:30PM before
they even opened the file.
This is sheer harassment!

I wonder if there is some
kind of a benefit that these
MHIS desks at different
hospitals avail by
releasing patients late? Are
these MHIS booths-
actually intended to ease
the burden of the general
public-performing their
jobs sincerely? Is the
information being passed
on to the beneficiaries
accurate? What are the
checks in this regard? Do
we have transparency on
the amount covered or do
we need to agree with the
information given to us as
a rebate? The government

launched the MHIS
Phase-3 in order to lessen
the woes of the people in
times of  distress.
Surprisingly, I have only
heard negative feedback
from people who avail
MHIS assistance. A few
concerns are (a) incorrect
and unclear information
(b) long queues and
insufficient coverage
amounts. [ strongly feel
that the MHIS team needs
to have a helpline number
flashed  across all
hospitals which the
general public can call
when in doubt. After my
experience, I do not know
if the people manning
these desks at the
hospitals are efficient and
trustworthy. Once again,
I have no intention to
tarnish any name in this
write up, but this comes
as a general concern so
that no one else has to
face what I did on that
day.
Yours etc.,
Rupert Lyngdoh
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

lewduh: The
Eyesore of
Shillong

By Barnes Mawrie

few or Markets have a
special significance for the
Khasi people since time
immemorial. No wonder the
ancient Khasis speak of the
Tew ki laiphew-mrad (Market
of animals) where humans
and animals did business
transactions together. That
famous market culminated
on a sad note when there
was total chaos which led
the market to be known as
Tewluri lura (Market of
Chaos). It is not surprising
therefore that the Khasis
value the market as an age-
old institution. In fact, the
traditional Khasi reckoning
of days of the week is based
on market days. Even now,
the older generation still
keep track of market days like
Tew-umni, Iew—lyngka, Tew-
nongpoh, Tew-shillong etc.
Tewduh of course, is the
biggest market as the name
indicates.

humans and animals. This is
the reason why when our
ancestors would establish a
market in any place, they
would  always  offer
sacrifices to God and seek
his divine sanction. Then
they would continue to
perform the ritual
periodically. Thus a market
is truly a sacred ground. For
this reason, it is expected
that no cheating or unfair
means be practiced in such

places. B
Socio-culturally, lewduh
is a place of social

interaction between people
coming from different parts
of Khasi and Jaiiitia Hills. In
the olden days, it used to
be a privileged place where
citizens of the Hima Mylliem
used to conglomerate and
share with each other not
only economically but
culturally as well. Once a
year during the annual

“Economically, lewduh is literally
the "rice bowl" of Khasi and Jaifitia
Hills. People from East Khasi Hills,
West Khasi Hills, Jaiiitia Hills and Ri
Bhoi, come to this place either to sell
or buy goods. Every day hundreds of
vehicles converge at this important

place for daily business
transactions. In fact, the business is
growing year after year as is seen by
the increasing number of shops,
traders and customers.”

Sad to say that one of the
places in Shillong which has
never seen any development
or change even with the
passage of time, is lewduh
(known to non-Khasis as
Barabazar). I have witnessed
the same old rickety sheds,
the same narrow and water
clogged paths, the same
dirty drains and felt the same
stench. During rainy
seasons, the condition
becomes unbearable. The
market itself is infested with
rodents of massive sizes.
Considering the fact the
Tewduh is a place of great
cultural significance, it is
unthinkable how  the
responsible authority has
been blind to such a plight
and left this place to become
an "eyesore" of the city.
Perhaps it may benefit the
readers to enumerate the
multi-dimensional
significance of  this
particular market.

Economically, Tewduh is
literally the "rice bowl" of
Khasi and Jaifitia Hills.
People from East Khasi
Hills, West Khasi Hills,
Jaifitia Hills and Ri Bhoi,
come to this place either to
sell or buy goods. Every day
hundreds of vehicles
converge at this important
place for daily business
transactions. In fact, the
business is growing year
after year as is seen by the
increasing number of shops,
traders and customers. For
every Khasi, Tewduh is still
the best place for business
enterprises. On important
occasions like Christmas,
Tewduh is literally packed
with people. So, if there is
one place in Shillong which
has the greatest economic
significance, it is
undoubtedly Tewduh.

From the point of view of
religion, fewduh is not
merely a business centre or
a place for shopping, but it
is a holy ground under the
supervision of the Hima
Mylliem. The Hima has been
offering an annual sacrifice
to the Shillong deity since
the genesis of this market.
There is in fact, a place for
such a ritual somewhere in
the market. This religious
significance of a market goes
back to that ancient "Market
of men and animals." It is
believed that this market
was ordained by God
himself as a manner of
expressing the
interdependence between

sacrifice, the cultural
identity of the people is also
displayed. Tewduh is a
traditional institution of the
Khasi people which pertains
to the fundamental essence
of their culture and tradition.

Today Tewduh has
become an eye-sore of the
city. It has turned out to be
a matter of shame not only
for the Hima Mylliem but for
the Khasi society in general.
Perhaps if we have a leader
like Chandrababu Naidu,
Tewduh would have been
transformed into the most
attractive shopping location
in the whole of Northeast
India. Unfortunately, we
have Syiems in the Hima
Mylliem who have neither a
vision nor a sense of
mission. To say that there is
no finance to develop
Tewduh, is not acceptable.
We all know that a lot of
revenue is generated from
the thousands of shops
located here. Perhaps the
annual revenue would run
into crores of rupees. Taking
into account the collection
of the last ten years, it would
be a whopping amount.

I do not want to level any
accusations of corruption
on the Syiems of Mylliem
since I still respect our
traditional institutions. But
what I want to voice here is
our concern for the total
absence of any sign of
development of this place. I
believe, nowadays it is not
difficult even to get some
international funding
agencies to take up
developmental work of this
market. I believe if Tewduh
is properly done up with
modern planning (shopping
malls, pubic parks, gardens,
of course a prominent place
for the annual sacrifice), it
would definitely become
the best tourist attraction of
the city. Up to now, there
seems to be no master plan
for Tewduh for if there is one,
we would have known
about it by now. It looks like
we are condemned to live
with the misery of this place
for another century. Can the
District  Council  do
anything about it? I believe
it can, since the traditional
institutions come under its
purview. I am still optimistic
about the future of Tewduh
for T believe someday
visionary leaders would
emerge to change the face
of this important place.
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“If you create an act, you create a habit
If you create a habit, you create a
character. If you create a character, you
create a destiny.”

--- Anthony Robbins
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Terrorism & Extremism

Kamal's strategic entry
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Gun politics in US
EASY access to guns makes mass shootings a r¢
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'fnot careful in reporting. _ between staunch adherenthiey become unacceptableand election campaigns
ls A lawyer from Varanasi to the original beliefs andand targets for individual malign opposition partie
ghas filed a complaint in areformers willing to adjust toattack by their opponents,and legally recognise

local court against the actorchanges required. who may too be extremistsorganisations and confus
rfor hurting his religious  Several traits of political at another end. common people. ---INFA
L sentiments by his commentsextremists  have been The menace of terrorism  ( The writer is former
e linking Hindu religion and identified from "name callingis widely recognised and Director, ICSSR, New
terror. Strong reaction fromand labeling" to "threat andfelt. Its extreme form was Delhi)

TO THE EDITOR

Tips for
candidates in

Bodo ultras continue violence, arsor

Bodo extremist set on fire further tightened in the arg
about 136 shanties, Eigh&hough no person wa
shops, a lower primary arrested. Meanwhile
school and a wooden bridgereports of stray incidents
in Anandabazar area ofattack on police and othe
Nalbari district of Assam, a py the extremists continue
delayed official report said. to pour in from the Bodq

High civil and police inhibited areas of Kokrajha
officials are rushing to spotdistrict and Udalguri sub

to study the situation. division of the state, th
Security measures were als@eport said.

|

clean water at home orthe money somewhere elsg public. Otherwise God will high and dry. Actually thein the agreement durin
access to affordableso that you can use it whergurse you for making JNNURM buses haveone _of the meetin_gs whe
healthcare, and what can béhere is a delay in getting thg/ourself an idol in a place benefited the privatethis issue was discusse
done, so that they can livemoney for the sanctionedyhere He is worshipped. ~ parties and most buses are What is  urgently|

upcoming long and vote for you. Thisschemes. If you do this the Finally, my plea to all now ready to beneeded to end the mess
Assembly will reduce the death ratesvoters will consider you candidates is to please takgondemned. for the Minister to scra

. in your constituency. Thisgenerous, smart andhe above advice seriously. If Till date, Ronnie the ~ former — deals
e|eCtI0nS will save your time and faithful. For those who seekyou don’t win the election Lyngdoh, the Minister (agreements) and mak
Editor, money as you will not needre-election, it is better theythis time you will win next concerned, has doné]te'wt on%i. by .|ntsF]ert|r;
Through your esteemed!O Visit so many bereaveduse the money to documentime. nothing to rectify the Eé'ﬁe?i?nﬂ:éonsol\?emer?en
daily, | have a few familiesinthe next election.their achievements and Yours etc., anomalies in  the nd the rivgate artie
suggestions for the Secondly, do not give justify their fallure_s. _The M Lyndem, ag_reements_made _W|th th%qually bypincreasliong th
candidates to the Meghalayamoney to the bereaveddocument can be distributed Viaemail private parties which run tlease by double d

the JNNURM bunssesdeven triple per day. Th

qc;ther option is to han
ver the buses to som

family because it is an insultto all voters. Most of the
to the dead voter as he/sheoters now can read.

will not get to enjoy the My third suggestion is
money. He/she will cursedo not inaugurate toilets,

Legislative Assembly
Election 2018. | am not an
expert in election strategy,

commonly known as
Buses.” Indeed these re

On JNNURM

; buses have got the Urba ; ;
but an ordinary voter who : ° Ulbalhther parties with fres
empathises ywith the You from the grave. Pleasdootpaths etc now, because red buses Affairs Dept running in rationaFagreements. It is
candidates who lose sleepdo not count your votes byit will make you a laughing Editor, the red. Yes, in the redyrgyen fact that

about contesting the electionth® number of bereavedstock before the voters.
since there is no guarantee ofamilies you had visited, asThey don’t start using
a positive outcome. the other cand_ld_ates alsdoilets, nor start wallgng
My first suggestion is that Would have visited the only during election time.
the candidate should notSame families. The voters will think you are
waste time and energy to visit, MY second suggestioncoming from outer spac
every bereaved family in his/ IS do not waste money inand mind you, there is n
her constituencySometimes ©rganizing tournaments,provision in the
candidates visit more thanconcerts and picnics justConstitution for aliens to
three bereaved families a daySO _that the organizers willcontest electlon_s. Th
Your visit would not bring the InVite you to speak, danceopponents too will get a
dead to life. You may say that/augh etc. This will affect chance to criticize you.

because the vehicles earg;gyernment cannot d

Apropos the front page .
prop pag huge incomes per day bupysiness and in fact th

news item, “Mistake to lease
JNNURM buses to private
parties: Ronnie” (ST Nov 8,
e2017), | wish to comment that
the Urban Affairs Minister,
%Ronnie Lyngdoh, right told
the scribes right from day on

Department. Now of earlier handed over to th
course quite a number ofMTC for operation but
buses and maxi-taxis ardecause of som
off the road and are lyingdisagreements an
esomewhere unutilized orI’\(/l)_glg_iCstic?l pr(;)blems tne
in dilapidated condition. refused to run the
e ok, Sver e DefThis arangement nashses. But this does
Y enriched only the privatemean that Govt should d

s e oered UroBros and some i tht b de

you go there to pay your lastyour health and when the My final suggestion is do ., oficials with the private N€/Ms of affairs in the Phili YRZJ;W%E?,”
respects. But the first respectime comes for you to speaknot go to church meetingsy ties which ran the bused2ePartment, especially the P Via email

is more important when the I the assembly, youor any religious meetingsynq the maxi-taxis. LyngdohtOp offipials responsible
voter was alive. As soon asinstead be spending youttoo frequently = during paq stated that he found thd®" crafting the agreement .
the election is over you could time in medical checkup§ inelection season. If you th|n_ eal entered upon between! th.e beginning. Mr |Letters to the Editor must have
have visited every family in hospitals and nursingyou need to go and worshigp, e Department and pub”CRonme Lyngdoh knew the| the full name, address and

the constituency to enquireNomes. If you do not go toGod, then go as a normap, tjes very defective and"S and outs of this confa_?f;:umbef of the W"l‘e(;
about their wellbeing; what the even_ts, they _W|II think worshipper, sit quietly at theinat it tilted heavily in favour arrangem_er_1t while he wa tzleln :I tttey ar;hs;e:t by er.n:;:.
they lack and what they needYOU are just buying them.back and pray. God who seegs the |atter while leaving the not a minister and had ©9n' letters with the requisite

iB@gS what he meant, and thetthnic  and ~other suchof education in preventing and loss of innocent livels

they give peanuts to theJNNURM buses wergjehadis is understandabl

Tathagata roy can't stay on as
Tripura Governor

Abuse of constitutional
position s
unacceptable

By Amulya Ganguli

=

= O 5

a)

Unlike Ramnath Kovind, al|).
who was a model governor Given this dire prognosis,
before he became thegt is not surprising that Roy
ebresident since he hardlyonce urged his fellow
spoke a word out of turngengalis to "chuck" their
when in the Patna Raj'secular and politically

havan, Tathagata Roy hagorrect values and polarize".
been one of the most volubleptherwise, they faced
dolders of the gubernatorialannihilation or conversion,
office. he feared, unless the Hindus

More than all the other of Bengal fight like those of
governors who have beerGujarat as in 2002.

elevated to the post because |t is not known whether
of their association with thethe governor gives similar
ruling dispensation, as is theadvice to the people of
custom in India, Roy, who is Tripura, but given his anti-
the governor of Tripura, hasmuslim tirades, it is open to
Joeen holding forth freely onquestion whether he is a fit
whatever catches his fancyperson to hold a high
Moreover, in doing so, heconstitutional position.
eadheres unerringly to the That no other party in
party line which is the BJP's,India would have given him
sand is sometimes even &he post except the BJP,
dttle more  extremist, which undoubtedly shares
falthough as the occupant ofis views even if it is less
a constitutional position, heforthright in public at
is expected to be neutral. present, is obvious! But his
~To overcome this continuance in the present
d|ff|cult_y, he clalm_s to speakposition can only bring
as a Hindu even if it can beshame and disgrace to the
asked whether a governogovernor's office.
can wear his religious  This is all the more so
Paffiliation on his sleeve. when he said that the bodies
"After all, none other than theof Islamic terrorists should
'cgrlme minister took umbragebe wrapped in pigskins and
ver .former Vlcel'pVESIdentburied face downwards in
Hamid  Ansari's  last pig excreta, adding "no
Ninterview in which he chance of Houris" as a
treferred to the prevailingresult of such abominable

insecurity among Muslims. treatment of the dead. Roy
n

The governor's concern for keeping a watch
< on jehadis is understandable because he
» apparently believes in his hero, Jan Sangh
“leader Shyama Prasad Mookerjee's belief,
as expressed in the latter's diary in 1946,

which Roy quoted with approbation, that
. the Hindu-Muslim problem won't be solved
" without a civil war. "So much like
I Lincoln!", Roy concluded. Or Sadhvi

Rithambara, who said in an incendiary
cassette during the Ramjanmabhoomi
agitation: "Khoon kharaba hona hai toh ek
bar ho jane do". (If there has to be bloodshed,

¢ letit happen once and for all).

f

h

2}

h

t

oIt was possible that Ansariclearly lets his imagination
L was speaking as an ordinaryun riot when talking of the
citizen who had noted th9|nte|’na| Enemies, as

S
(Lleaf ‘and unease amongdentified by his guru, M.S.
A uslims. But Narendra Golwalkar.
yModi chose to see it in  Roy's latest is his belief
;é:ommunal terms. ) that the judiciary might ban
Since Ansari's reading ofcremations after the ban on
the situation did not tally crackers during Diwali. In
with the government's, Modiview of his disgraceful track
virtually welcomed his record, one can expect more
departure and said in asuch venomous
sarcastic vein that theoutpourings from His
outgoing vice-presidentExcellency.
would no longer be bound What these comments do
Ooy any formal constraints.reveal, however, is the real
€You can now follow your face of the Hindutva
Hpasic ideology”, he told theGestapo, which the BJP
retiring vice-president with generally tries to keep
I8 notable lack of grace at ainder wraps lest they scare
time of saying farewell. away the few non-communal
Roy, however, does notvoters who still support the
€ppear to be bothered abouparty because of a belief in
Jany constraints because oModi's ~ promise  of
D his position and has beerflevelopment. Roy, from this
tunabashedly following his Standpoint, is an asset to the
S"basic ideology”. He was "anti-Hindu, anti-national,
efreely speaking his mind, sickulars”. _
rtherefore, as when he But Why is he so different
eadvised the police to keep 4rom the other governors
dwatch on those who attengvh0 also have a BJP
&rakub Memon's funeral Packground but generally
1since they were bound to be&hoose to remain silent. Is it
aeither real or potentialP€cause he has been
terrorists. allotted a small and
b The governor's concernr€latively unimportant state

efor keeping a watch onin a far corner of the country

nd not a major one in the
ieartland or near it? Does
believes in his hero. Jane regard this as a failure on

eSangh leader Shyama Prasa{‘@e part of the Sangh Parivar

o . recognize his talent for
dMookerjee's belief, as_ . : > .
=expressjed in the latter vituperation? Or is he trying

L diary in 1946, which Roysto impress the powers that

hrjuoted with approbation,sgnobrz? spewing saffron

Othatbl the Hilntdg-Musllimd Since he comes from a
PF% em \_/vg?n "eS SO veh state where the BJP has little
without a civil war. O muc 'nﬂuence, Roy probably

\ ! ! i
like ~ Lincoln!",  ROY faels the need to establish
concluded.

S his Hindutva credentials by
Or Sadhvi Rithambara, peing even more virulent
who said in an incendiarythan a saffronite from, say,

cassette  during  thenorth or West India. As the
Ramjanmabhoomi agitation:saying goes, naya

"Khoon kharaba hona haiMusa|man Zyada gosht

toh ek bar ho jane do". (Ifkhata hai (a new Muslim
there has to be bloodshedgats a ot of meat). (IPA

ebecause he apparentl

Enquire whether they havelt iS better that you investyou in secret will reward youyrhan Affairs Department duestioned the anomalieg  defals will be published.

let it happen once and forgeryice)
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If you create an act, you create a habit.
you create a habit, you create a charactg
If you create a character, you create a
destiny.
--- André Maurois
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Setback for Donald Trump
US President Donald Trump's first anniversary o
very dramatic victory last year was marked by m
reverses. The changes in his cabinet have alr
undermined his political stature. Though he cla
that the US economy is on a sound footing,
business honchos in the US are mostly against
The recent election results have been an acid te
his electoral charisma. The latest debacle wz
Virginia's gubernatorial contest. Recently Trump
sullied his image in Charlottesville, Virgini
Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam, a Demo

Vol No: LX No.91

trounced his rival Republican governor Ed Gillespjg,

In New Jersey, Democrat Phil Murphy reclain
the governorship with a victory of several percen

points ousting his rival, Republican governor Ch

Christie who had been in power for 8 years. Chr

was once a stout ally of Donald Trump. In New Yor,

progressive Mayor Bill de Blasio rode a wave
distaste for Trumpism, to victory.

Does all this signify a revival of political fortune&®

for the Democratic Party which had been in deg

for some time? It has been said that the recent ele:

results are a referendum on American val
Gillespie's victory would havealidated Trump's
aggressive style of running the presidency. Follov
Gillespie's defeat, Trump has promptly distan
himself from his candidate. Virginia was a blood
for Republicans. Gillespie aired ads that fuellg
debate on race, guns, illegal immigrants and the
of Confederate statutes. It is difficult to win withg
Trump, difficult to fight with him. Republicans ha
suffered a defeat in the recent past on Obama
legislation in Congress.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

‘Akalis should have
faith in Centre’

Minister of State for Home  Mr Chidambaram sai
Mr P Chidambaram t.o.daythe Government ha
app.ealed to all poll|t|cal already initiated 3
parties to cooperate Wlth thegemocratic process b
Government in finding a holding consultations an
solution to the Punjab appealed to all parties
problem. Intervening in the join in these consultation

debate on a non-officialHe said the Government

resolution on Punjab .by Lt.had taken action o
Gen J S Aurora (Akali Dal), implementation of th
Mr Chidambaram e}ppealed thackage and the Punj
them to have faith in the Governor had told him thi
Government and  give morning that village distric
concrete suggestions. development committe

He said as a follow up of would be announced th
the Prime Minister's packageevening or tomorrow. H
on Punjab the Governmentadmitted that there h
had'called a meeting of allpeen an increase in killin
political parties but regrettedof innocent people b

that this meeting hd beenterrorists in Punjab durin
boycotted by the Akalis. Hethe past two years. T

wondered how a dialoguesjtyation had becom
could be initiated when "complex" due to Mr S
parties like the Akalil Dal had Barnals rule. He said it to

boycotted the meeting. Theaimost two years for th
Government was holding aGovernment to execut

meeting with leaders of gperation Black Thunde
opposition this evening, hegnd release

said. detainees.

ceitb

Jodhpur

Do People Get The

Leaders They Beserve?

representatives accouy
ntable during their term

In less than three months
from now Meghalaya will go
to the polls for election of which contributes to wha

f nipresentatives to the Stateverything and we haveopposition reflects we perceive as apathy o
Legislative Assembly. Many learnt to live with such sincerity of purpose andtheir part instead.

o have participated indisappointments because, forlso changes people's Under the prevailing
etag[g)rocess soon after theone, we are a patient lot angerception of theiratmosphere one wonde
state was created have dongecondly  we are seeming indifference if anysometimes if ~ Joseph d
IS with the fond hope thataccommodative enough tdecause, they are likely tdlaistre, the French

itive changes will come.adjust with any be in government tooscholar, lawyer, ang

is is  what actually shortcomings because wahere they are .
himtivates the citizens tobelieve that these shortfallexpected to effectivelycentury was right when h

SE%qrqticipate in the electionsoccur due to prevailingdeliver. . said, "In a democracy

[ '6ugh there is also acomplexities within the Meanwhile, specul-people get the leader
1SEAse of pessimism whichsystem even though thesations are also rife as to théhey deserve,” or could
pejvades because down thenay be self createdreason for this poorthere be aveiled meanin
h aso the statement which i

By K L Tariang

rs the changes adNevertheless, underaggressive stand
aperceived by them havewhatever circumstances, ippportunism post electiorbeyond other
fallen short of the would be expected thais not ruled out sinceinterpretations .

Ckfpectations or have notmany such disappointmentgolitics does make strange In the light of what has
materialised. This time should have been eased toedfellows. There had beefpeen stated above, w
Plfowever many may alsoa reasonable extent by nowpnstances when oppositéiave to consider whethe
depl humiliated if they havemore so by this presensides fought against eackhe call to educate
to drive or walk on the government which has had @ther before the election®rganise and agitate in
a8¥6vailing dilapidated roadsiong period of stability underonly to reconcile soon aftedemocracy ~ would
hiRwards their respectivea  single  continuousand join hands to form theassume significance
polling stations. It is leadership. If instead thegovernment ostensibly inEducation is
siigortunate that even longresults are
stablished roads haveexpectations then it does rul@ut there are ambiguitiescan .
ItSday fallen into disrepair. out government stability asas to what people wouldhemselves in a mors
Ohis leaves them with theone of the  contributorygain from such post -guided and meaningfu
uncomfortable  thoughtfactors towards goodelectoral coalitions. way. But there is still a lo
that these we may begovernance and efficient From what is assesse@f distance to cover i
Lcegressing  instead  ofdelivery as often assertedlately , it appears that ther@rder to make the reach ¢
"progressing. The situationConversely it could be thais a growing refined ~education
lisequite upsetting for the universal. It is also still

Iderly voters as they ma c c . vague and
Yo very fow opportunities. EUCALION is @ prerequisite as only incomprenensible as t

to participate again in i hether or when such
Jﬁge' poﬁs bFe)foregtheir _then can people organise themselve_%/oal will be reached as
3innings are over and with IN @ MOre gwded and meanlngful is not certain if the

unendina hope of . . . present approach toward
meve anits for S o Way. But there is still a lot of distance tnis is on target. As suc

fts. to cover in order to make the reach 21y organisation whict

Roads are usually the . . ) intends to delve wholly
arm)minent index of progress Of refined education universal. into the realm of activities

@ad development. Their mentioned will have tg
each and satisfactorysuch stability has not beedisillusionment with our explore new territory,

‘{ﬁ;‘iﬁjition would encourageeffectively capitalised uponleaders regardless of whictwhere the road map is ng

dgrther  expansion  of by those in the presenside they belong to. Whatlways reliable.
activities which contribute government to especiallyis seen as their inefficient Considering the

Adowards further growth andfoster collective thoughtsdelivery has certainly ledcomplexity of the matter
(féjéyéncement. However, ifwhich  would otherwise to a sort of pessimism thait is uncertain as to wha

i oad condition is poorprovide constructive andthings will not change forthe immediate future
and there is lack of urgencymeaningful

proposalsthe better but probably forholds  but as of now, t
to overhaul them then ittowards positive outcomesthe worse after everyvote or not to vote in the
would certainly be a hurdleHence it could be anelection. To be tooelection is not the
towards expansion of suchopportunity lost which may idealistic and optimistic question since we stil
activities which could never be regained. that change for the betteneed  representative
otherwise be nourishing When such is around the corner igegardless of who or hoy
opportunities. The recentdisappointments occur, it isagain unrealistic. For manythey are. In any case ,

report in a local newspaperbut natural that those at thelemocracy is still seen awould be unfair to tar all

that a tourism developmenthelm  of affairs in a once in five year electorapf them with an
j initiative  at Shella village government will face publicjamboree without realisingunflattering brush
dmay be adversely affectedre since they have thethat it should instead givebecause there ar

alsodiplomat in the eighteenthideas to punish citizens.

contrary to thdhe interest of the peopleprerequisite as only then
people organise

dcharges. After such hefty jatro.

Pollution Catastrophe

Think beyonad
Delhi

By Shivaji Sarkar

Each time Delhi-National ; ;
¢ . available, there is no reason
Capital Region (NCR) suffers gisrupt the nation.
smoggy conditions, the |nierestingly, this time

courts, National Greenne agencies have found
Sribunal and now the ¢ that vehicles raise

eEnvironmental Pollution dusts. The reality is this

Control Authority (EPCA), ‘nation builds bad roads that
come up with impractical 3ro  yneven. full of

potholes, no method for
It also overlooks the fa_thIeaning and worse

.that Delhi's weather isgotpaths. Each of these
smpacted by IS adds to the dust. Swachha
ineighbourhood - Haryana,gharat without properly
Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttarmaintained roads is not
sPradesh, Himachal and eveyossiple. The Supreme
Pakistan. Industries Orcoyrt order on vacuuming
agriculture there causeypgq repairing of roads is
problems — for — Delhi. parqly followed. The three
@enalising farmers for pejpi municipal bodies

,burning stubbles is mosty5ye only 19 sweeping
impractical. The farmers areqy,5chinesi

4n distress and there is no It is true that the
cheaper solution to burning,,mber of private cars is

of paddy residues. A geqdily rising. But who is
government that does itregponsible? The citizens
would face severe political yave to move out. The

public transport system is

It has also been forgotteny vful and expensive. The

ithat industries around Delhiatro travel costs have

have been growing sincencreased with October

1980s. It's the highestincrease to around Rs 200
]concentrated industrial andy, more a day, including the
populated area that went Ongt mile, A car costs almost
increasing with competitive yna same for an average 40
politics ~~among  the ym travel. In New York, the

)nelghbourlng. States. Fog iNsybway metro charges
Delhi started in mid-1980s. It ;o main highly affordable for

ecame smog later. decades

U The idea of increasin ‘A ;

. 9 Itis a governance failure.
garklng charge has robbedy, tact Delhi authorities
h he citizens to benefit haye not been able to obtain
parking — mafia. NOW pey pyses since 2009-10
quadrupling itto Rs 400 aday,ng gperate less than half
helps none but the mafiaine pyses. The Ola/Uber
again. Previous studies havgyyis have moody fares and
found that vehicular traffic ot easily affordable with
contributes not more thanipair surge prices.
two per cent of carbon Everybody thinks in terms
emission. Besides, one payg the rich, What would the
hefty parking fee at the “mepoor do? The odd-even
of purchase of vehicles. It is,3kes their buses
thot  counted  while gyercrowded and they
suggesting such irrationalcgnnot travel by expensive
: The additional
fee, parking ought to be freey 5 king fee burdens their
in Delhi. Every problem o wheelers too.
should not be a way to dump  pgini has to reduce
penalties on citizens, Whoparking charges. Owning a
yare not at fault. car is a compulsion and not
t Aan indication of being rich

suggestion for reducing g everyone has to travel to
metro fares which went

unheard. The Odd-Even Il in"" "~y jikata. Chennai or
pApril 2016 had miserably \jympai too have pollution.

n

Limplications.

by a road hurdle is a case irandate to deliver the publicspace for vigorous publicrepresentatives who ardailed. Despite that oncerhgyghtfully they did not

ypoint. Ironically , this old goods and that too suitablyreasoning ~ and  forpublic spirited , hard
dand much used road leadindHowever, there is a growingexpanding public under-working and highly
Otowards this village comesrealisation now that thestanding  of  issuescompetent. These will b
-under the LA constituency representatives from thénvolved, where griev-more responsible an
of a veteran and prominentopposition parties down theances should be widelyroductive if we have
political leader of the state.years and presently als@ired. Moreover, if thedemocratic engagemen
This therefore leaves us withcannot absolve themselvedemand for societal needwith them especially or
l;lhe thought that the roadsof blame either. While theiris superseded by thénatters concerning th
in other constituencies ofraising of public issuesdemand for  personalarger good . We hope fo
the state under less knowrduring the short Assemblyneeds as expected in &ore of such
sleaders could perhaps besessions is laudable angociety where people argepresentatives to emerg
in a far worse condition. criticisms made individually subjected to depravedand that the two way
dConsequently if many as reflected in the mediseconomic situations thernrelationship Is

again Delhi has to suffer it.

It has not succeededsgiytions. Commuting
panywhere in the world. remains affordable in these
i While the agencies focUSgjties. Delhi has not learnt
on Delhi they forget about fom them. It is the problem
gerozabad and Moradabadyt the nation's large cities.

which have ten times higher; needs practical approach.
sparticulate matter than Delhi.g ¢ mostly the solutions are
rWho cares for such remoteyqoted in a way that it
places! It would not help penefits one or the other
hem be in the eyes of medig,rganised mafia. While the

litzkrieg. nation bothers for Delhi, it
Likewise, the NGT order forgets the du:st

resort to thoughtless Delhi

roads are in poor conditionreports are appreciated, wéhis Wwill be exploited to strengthened  through
then one can conclude thaexpect them to be morehe hilt by those whogreater use of informe
the other less pronouncedaggressive on the ground bygontinue to seek power bund systematic reasoni
ebut essential public taking along the people withwho in the first instance areabout the most importa
facilities and servicesthem whenever necessaryesponsible for such armeeds Qf the P90D|e-_A
could be inadequate tooto take on the governmentom n fa v o u r a b | e the saying goes, ‘amid
Kand therefore there could beits failures. These aggressivenvironment. Above all, itdark clouds and drenchin
disappointments here assteps should not necessarilgould be our own showers there will also b
well. be only at the fag end ofcomplacency, indifferenceunblemished sunny day
One certainly cannottheir term  before the, lack of cohesiveness anwhich we can tak
the best ofelections. An aggressiveour failure to hold our advantage of.’

expect

TOTHE EDITOR

MBOSE syllabu
revamp!

Eglt?r:’e MBOSE is in thethan the MBOSE syllabu
process of overhauling thedes: This in turn generat
entire syllabus from Class 12 positive impact for thei
to Class X and has floated th
expression of interest which
has generated a respons
from leading publishers from ; .
across the country who therstudent's future is not real

submitted their manuscripts Priority for the ones goin
for further action. ahead with this revamp!!

eading

g for competitive exams likemedia platforms. People are
NEET, JEE, etc., simplycriticizing the way public
because NCERT syllabusnoney is being spent.
equips the student tdThose who are true experts gitor
perform better in such examén the tourism industry will i

duture career. And that tocsector here. Our roads tha\;v
at a cheaper price thamre the lifeline to every
publisher'snook and corner of the
syllabus. It seems that th&tate are in a shamefu

governance. All they want to settle here). Now whic
is a functioning and category are you in?

corruption free Good governance i
government. About 20% not about distributing
are those who vote in gifts (a way to woo the

- We have three months tofayor of someone voters). It is not abou
sagree that such festivaly, for the 13th Assemblypecause he or she is abuilding or installing

et o i oo, e election. Some  aspiraniselative or a friend. (self statues or busts. It is n
have made up their mindsnterest, indifferent about organizing soci
hich boat to sail on whileattitudes towards meets, inauguration o
others are not in hurry. It's gerformances of the various useless project
pvait and watch situation forejected). Another 20% and countless numbers
reasons best known tyre the merry making classfestivals. What bette
rfhem. But the electorate thisyho just go with the flow. excuse than the chance
dime has learned so muctThe jouder the party is the squander public money
from past experiences anghetter. They are ignorant, Indeed this is how public

Vote for
Change!

lyeondition and lie
gunrepaired. The questio
here is, what exactly is th

oal of holding such a

Now, why should the AYEur:Sde;ﬁ" ]ganfare festivagp Theis determined to vote for ansensitive and oblivious money has been draineg
MBOSE shop for manuscripts \%a%maii tourism and the forestchange. They are done withof what the future will out year after year with th
when th_e National Council Of department have all thethe present government. Ilhecome when we are ruledhefty portion finding its
Educational Research And money in the world to the last few years peoplepy criminals. The next and way into the politicians
Training (NCERT) syllabus is A State of spend for such have become wiser, morghe last category of pockets. So let us all hop
already there? Maybe Festivals unproductive fests whilesensible and much more awarg|ectorate which that the 2018 electio
because doing business with our budding tourism Of what is going on aroundconstitute 30% are the brings a wind of change.
NCERT will not give the entrepreneurs have to fendhem. They are moremijgrants which includes Yours etc.,
required cut or slice to those Editor, for themselves with noconscious of their rightsthe infiltrators. Their M.L
who want the revamp? A sort of ' tourism financial assistancethanks largely to variousinterest is to establish Kharmawphlang.
MBOSE textbooks are not atpromotion ' of the state bywhatsoever. Perhaps thesgocial media. themselves here as Shillong- 4.

par with NCERT textbooks authorities of
and hence for the majority ofgovernment through th

students studying in schoolsCherry Blossom Festivalpromote tourism.

under MBOSE, there is anthat is currently being hel

automatic disadvantage forhere is ironically becoming
them when it comes to sittinga laughing stock on social

the festivals are a ploy to loot

Itis worth mentioning here permanent settlers (who
épublic money than tothat according to somethrough some notorious|Letters to the Editor must have
observers, 30% of thepoliticians, to serve his| the full name, address and

d Yours etc... electorate are theselfish interests i.e to gain contact number of the writer,

f banning 15-year-old petrol 4o gradation and health
vehicles and 10-yez;1r-o|dprob|ems that cement

ggiesel vehicles is anotherinqystries in hilly regions of
t

uixotic idea. Such steps argyimachal create.
not taken even in the most g, pollution is not just
ffluent ~ and ~ advancediye problem of large cities.
countries. There they do nOtAway from prying eyes,
mind driving even a 40-year-yarigus States are taking
old vehicle. Such sieps without caring for
Spollution. Solutions can
8heither be piecemeal nor
Squixotic. This time the

the car manufacturers -
process that is not les

environmentally pollutant - gheet of smog is spread far
rake in profit. . and wide from UP to
But the agencies forgetpyyistan. Air pollution
that dumping of usable g, ing winter months has
vehicles of any age createg)gcome a large problem of
problems adding to severe,qrthern Indian  sub-
spollution and ruins what in .gntinent. How would
India is known as the pghjgpecific steps clean
recycling industry. 1t robs {he region? Farm practices

lakhs of their jobs and i, pakistan are not different.
prevents wealth formation.  |4ia is an aspiring super

frhis apart such EPCA orpqyer. It needs to call for a
INGT quixotic rules lead to regional solution. Myopic

rent seeking by the police,yays of concentrating in
@and transport authorities. ltpejhj will not solve it. The

Lfrks the citizens - dlsorgamsdsteps suggested by
voters, and builds up wrathyihorities are half-baked
(goainst the system. —  ap4 have implications on
It is just the opposite gconomy. It should be
what the UK has done ingygided. The nation needs

(ieptember 2017. It has set @pncrete measures to tackle
O-year-mark and allowedhe severe air pollution. It

Pvehicles older than 40 Ye&ras to think beyond Delhi
to skip an annual test costing,ehicles and punitive’
pound 54.85 to check if theymeasures that lead to rent
fare roadworthy. It saves theseeking. Let organisations
'UK of enormous dumping g;ch as NGT or EPCA be
space and environmentalyanned by professionals.
pollution. Additionally, it gq, clearing the air these
adds to the wealth of theghoyid not throw spanners
citizens. . . or make India an
The fledgling Indian nhredictable market but
economy cannot withstand.qncentrate on
quixotic decisions. Petml’comprehensive regional
diesel, battery or any othergy,gies. The aim should be

fuel is equally pollutant. But 15 el growth and not stall
till such time a viable
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‘I was in awe of Hazarika’

ocumentary  filmmaker
Joor Baruah grew up in
the Brahmaputra plains.
But his inquisitiveness al-
ways made him wonder
about the life and culture of the unseen
“beautiful people” of other northeastern
states. Adi: At The Confluence, a docu-
mentary on the tribal Adi people residing
along the Himalayan border of India and
China, is the outcome of his quest.

Born in Assam, Baruah has been
deeply influenced by the life and works of
his uncle, Dr Bhupen Hazarika. For
Baruah, music was in the family. His
mother, who was an active member of the
IPTA movement and a renowned As-
samese singer, also influenced young
Baruah's thoughts. In fact, “I inherit my
passion _for music from her,” he says.

After MBA, Baruah pursued a career
in management consulting. Though he
did reasonably well, he felt a void.

Baruah wanted to pursue social and
creative projects. In 2012, the year his fa-
ther died, he dropped out of the rat race,
came back, spent time in a monastery in
Arunachal Pradesh and then moved to
Berkeley California where he studied
Buddhism and helped the Nyingma com-
munity start a school for mind studies in
downtown Berkeley.

“After that I got a fellowship to com-
plete a two-year M A. in filmmaking from
University of California, Santa Cruz and
spent an intense two years studying film-
making. In 2017 I was selected as one of
the twelve filmmakers for the Investiga-
tive Reporting Program in the School of
Journalism, University of California,
Berkeley,” he said in an email interview.

Now, Baruah is in India to complete
the full-length version of Adi as part of a
Ministry of Broadcasting and Public
Service Broadcasting Trust film fellow-
ship. “I want to continue working for
northeastern issues and split my time be-
tween northeast India and California.”

Baruah tells The Shillong Times
about the beginning of Adi, his other
works and platform for documentary
makers in India.

Both your parents had a long associa-
tion with films and filmmaking. Who
among the two has influenced you the
most? Anyone else other than parents
who has influenced you and your
work?

My mother Kavita Baruah (Rose) was
one of the first few women singers to
record Assamese songs like Gadhuli Ahil
Tora Jilikil, Radha Sura Phul Guji (tea
community folk song) for the label of
those times, His Masters Voice (HMV),
in their makeshift recording set-up in
Guwahati.

She recorded songs for films like
Prathama Prohoro Ratri (with Ila Bose
for the 1961 film Shakuntala) and All
India Radio. She was also closely in-
volved in the making of various As-
samese films by Bhupen Hazarika
contributing to various aspects of produc-
tion and music.

Filmed in Assam and Tollygunge,
Kolkata — where she lived and studied
with her brother, some of these produc-
tions include Lotighoti, Pratidhyoni. Chik

Mik Bijuli, Erabator Xur and Mon Proja
Poti (co-produced by her husband, my fa-
ther Upendra Kumar Baruah).

My mother also acted in Chik Mik Bi-
Jjuli, narrated and sang Bihu with Moghai
Uja for Pratidhyoni and performed folk
dances for Erabator Xur. In her youth,
she was an Indian People’s Theatre As-
sociation (IPTA) activist and worked
alongside luminaries like Hemango
Biswas. My mother inspires me to value
indigenous culture and use art for social
change.

Apart from his contribution to the
North East as an architect, my father’s
socio-cultural works include production
of the early Assamese movie Mon Proja
Poti, involvement with the Civil Rights
movement in Chicago in the 60’s culmi-
nating in authoring of ‘A Portrait of A
Gandhian — A Biography of Dr. Martin
Luther King” with foreword from Mrs
King and Mrs Gandhi. My father inspires
me to pursue projects related to social
justice.

I am also inspired by the work of San-
tiago Alvarez, Maya Deren, Stan
Brakhage, Spike Lee, Bhupen Hazarika,
Satyajit Ray and Heubert Sauper.

TALKING
POINT

What prompted you to delve into the
subject as in Adi?
Though I grew up in the valley I would
always engage with and learn about the
ways of life of the beautiful people of the
surrounding states. I think I developed an
interest in tribes and folklore from my
mother. I also grew up hearing my uncle,
Dr Bhupen Hazarika’s songs like Tirap
Ximanto and Koto Juwanor Mrityu Hol
about the 1962 Indo-China war. These
songs would echo in my mind and I
would wonder about the people in the far
away villages of Arunachal Pradesh.
When I was trying to finalise a subject
for my filmmaking thesis at University of
California, I decided to focus on the Adis
of Arunachal, especially with the recent
developments related to the Indo-China
border, the river Siang and intersection of
their indigenous culture and modernity.

Essentially a series encounters with
the Adis in villages near the old town of
Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh, the doc-
umentary Adi | At The Confluence (short
version) has already been screened in
over 30 international film festivals in 10
countries with English, Greek and Span-
ish subtitles. It has also bagged awards
in six festivals, including Best Documen-
tary awards at 15th Santa Cruz, Califor-
nia and 8th Hamilton, New York Film
Festival; Edmund Hillary Award at the
10th Mountain Film Festival Sierra Ne-
vada, California; Best Newcomer Award
at the International Academic Forum
(IAFOR) Documentary Awards, Japan;
and Emerging Filmmaker award at the
BLUM Center for Emerging Economies.
I am now excited to be working on its
feature length version.

I am thankful to the Ministry of Broad-
casting and the Public Service Broadcast-
ing Trust (PSBT) for commissioning the
feature length version of Adi. The cre-
ative treatment and the narrative style of
a feature length film are different from a
shorter length version. The subject in-
volved is multi-layered with intersections
between issues of identity, land (territory)

and water (environment).

In the short version I decided to por-
tray the story in the form of a series of en-
counters. I am still working on finalising
my approach for the longer version but I
am hopeful that I will get more frames to
narrate the story. Also, the feedback that
I'have received on the short version from
juries and audiences of the festivals and
the PBS POV as well asUC Berkeley IRP
filmmakers workshops has given me new
ideas that I want to incorporate.

Adi has a strong political message too.
Do you think working as a film fellow
under the ministry will dilute the mes-
sage in the film? Will you be under
pressure of making the film in a par-
ticular way?

Hopefully not! PSBT (in partnership with
the Ford Foundation and Prasar Bharati)
has been the flagship organisation pro-
viding a platform for documentary film-
makers in India. Led by veterans like
Mrinal Sen, Shyam Benegal, Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, Kiran Karnik, Fali S
Nariman, Sunita Narain, Sharmila Tagore
and Rajiv Mehrotra, [ am confident that
PSBT will extend freedom of content and
creativity.

Are you writing the script? Who are
you planning to cast?

Yes. My script is now being reviewed by
experts. [ plan to work with the same par-
ticipants that were involved in my shorter
version with perhaps a few new ones. |
am privileged that my interlocutors and
experts on Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
involved in the film include cultural ac-
tivist Oshang Ering, writer Kalim Bo-
rang, environmentalist Pradip Bhuyan,
journalist Tongam Rina and political an-
alyst Nani Bath, among others.

Is there any time frame to finish the
film? Will you venture into more feature
films or continue with documentary?

I aim to complete the film within the first
quarter of 2018. I have a dream to work
on a fiction film soon. I am sketching out
a few probable story ideas and intend to
develop them into scripts. Hopefully 1
will be able to find a producer who will
trust and support me.

There are many documentary film-
makers in the NE as well as other parts
of India. But good documentaries are
hardly screened though there are sin-
cere viewers. What do you think about
the market in India?

India has made good progress but can do
better to create alternate channels for
documentary viewers. Networks need to
provide more channels dedicated to doc-
umentaries. Leading Indian channels can
and should devote more time for docu-
mentaries and serious cinema.

Film festivals can create a space for
documentaries in addition to films. It is
good to see Video of Demand (VOD)
platforms like Netflix, Hulu and Amazon
Prime getting popular but the content can
be better curated to meet regional needs
as well. Fortunately, film festivals dedi-
cated to documentaries Full Frame Festi-
val are emerging.

I think India is now going through

emergence of documentaries as a serious
medium for education, infotainment, ac-
tivism and social change.

Your mother is a renowned singer.
What role has music played in shaping
your thoughts or you as a person?
What role does music play in your
films?

My mother loves folk music. She would
learn from and sing with folk artistes like
Protima Pandey and Aroop Baruah (son
of late Pramathesh Barua). Her personal-
ity and music inspire me every day. She
decided to stop singing commercially
early and hence our new generation does
not know much about her originals.

Perhaps I will convince her to record a
few songs again. She guided me and my
cousin Niyor Hazarika in the making of
a musical album ‘Brothers” where we
sang seven songs as a tribute to the work
of the famous brothers Bhupen and
Jayanta Hazarika. I inherit my passion for
music from her.

I feel music or for that matter sounds
or silences are integral narrative elements
for documentaries and films. I like to use
music and sound in a way that is subtle
and does not force the audience to feel a
certain way. For Adi I have had the priv-
ilege to work with Berlin-based Israeli
musician Ittai Rosenbaum who com-
posed original pieces inspired by the Adi
rhythms and Paul Zahnley who did the
sound mix at the famous Disher Music in
San Francisco.

I also remember enjoying directing the
music for Vanastree (Women of The For-
est) a documentary by Kelly Sky and
Megan Toth where I used the original
compositions of sarod maestro Tarun
Kalita from Assam.

You have worked with Dr Bhupen
Hazarika. How much influence does he
have on you/your work?

My personal relationship apart (as his
nephew), [ am a fan of Dr Bhupen Haz-
arika like million others and continue to
relish and discover his work every day.
Professionally, I got the opportunity to
learn from him when I worked with him
during the making of the docu-series
Glimpses of The Misty East subjects
ranging from Mohjuj in Morigaon
(Assam’s traditional bull fight) to the
Syiems (Khasi judicial system in Megha-
laya).

My memory of him during that time
was as of a filmmaker (than a musician).
I was in awe of the way he would interact
with other artistes, make them feel com-
fortable and get the best interviews or
performances out of them. My favourite
session was his interaction with Pad-
mashri Helen Giri, Khasi musicologist
and historian from Meghalaya over the
fireplace of Hemen Baruah’s house in
Shillong.

It was an experience of a lifetime. [ am
sure the years of growing up hearing his
music, watching his films and reading his
lyrics will have some influence on my
creative work. I don’t think about that
much. But his life and work (especially
in Assam and Kolkata, before he moved
to Mumbai) is truly an inspiration for
millions of people, including myself.

Growing Migration in Nongpoh

igration, which is a
worldwide issue from
time immemorial, iS com-
monly understood as the
mobility of individual, group or com-
munity from one place to another place.

A number of development issues has
emerged in the literature on migration,
most notably relationship between mi-
gration and urbanisation, industrial
growth, agriculture, family structure,
gender roles and ideology, among oth-
ers. One of the characteristics of migra-
tion is its relationship  with
development (Robbin, 1996A).

Migration has been perceived as an
important component of social and eco-
nomic change. Like in Nongpoh town,
where population boom and diverse
patterns of growth reveal the direct im-
pact of migration on population size.

Nongpoh town being one of the areas
which are considered as the main econ-
omy place has recorded a growing con-
centration  of  migrants.  The
predominant reason for migration
seems to be economic in this place.

Nongpoh town development is a
multifaceted phenomenon with multi-
plier linkage and ramification. How-
ever, we have seen the fluctuating
trends in these recent years.

Migration is a two-way process. It is
a cause of development as well as cause
for development (Simmon, 1984). In-
frastructure and better services have
lead to migration trends of different
people coming and residing in Nong-
poh town.

Nongpoh town acts as the major eco-
nomic base and provide diverse em-
ployment opportunities. The
employment potential has promoted the
development of the town. This has re-
sulted in the concentration of social,
economic and commercial activities in
the town. Consequently it is attracting

Road connectivity, expansion of commercial hub and better healthcare in Nongpoh are fuelling migration

Envoy from
Ukhrul feted

asakui Rungsung (second from
Mleft in picture), the Indian Am-

bassador to Zimbabwe, was re-
cently facilitated at his hometown,
Lamlang in Ukhrul district in Manipur by
Tangkhul civil organisations.

Masakui is not the first from the
Tangkhul Naga community to serve as
ambassador. Late Major Ralengnao
Khathing served as Indian Ambassador to
Burma in 1972. Primrose Raikhan, daugh-
ter of Mazachang Raikhan of Talui village
in the district, served as India’s Ambassa-
dor to Portugal in 2008.

Currently, out of 90 diplomats serving
as ambassadors round the world, LD Ralte
and Nengcha Lhouvum are from the North
East. Ralte serves as Indian ambassador to
Philippines and Lhouvum is ambassador
to Indonesia.

Masakui’s struggle

Narrating his struggle as a student, on
the day he was facilitated, Masakui recalls

how his mother supported his education
by selling guavas. Lamlang Leisandung,
Lamlang Seikhor, Lamlang Pharung,
Lamlang Happy Ground and Larnlang
Gate are places popular for guava planta-
tion. His younger brother, who served in
the paramilitary also supported him finan-
cially while in college.

While studying BA at St Edmund’s col-
lege in Shillong, Masakui stayed at 8T
hostel. Humble and down to earth, he was
like any other student. He played volley-
ball. He recalls that once he could not go
home during Christmas owing to financial
constraints. He cried. Masakui, as Ambas-
sador of India told the media in August
this year that Zimbabwe should strive to
get $400-500 million aid from India out of
the $10 billion credit line for African
countries. Recently, on behalf of India,
Masakui differed with President Robert
Mugabe’s UN policies.

(Contributed Zimik Wungkui)

vast population from rural areas, with
the availability of jobs, transport, edu-
cational and several other amenities and
facilities.

Intra district, inter district and inter-
state migration are taking place in the
town. Mounting number of construc-
tion of new buildings, expansion of
commercial and residential land, more
roads connecting villages, good educa-
tional and healthcare infrastructure are

among the major rationales which have
acted as motivating factors for migra-
tion in the area.

Hence the main reason for migration
is rooted in the social, economic and po-
litical opportunities.

The phenomenon of migration occurs
due to variety of reasons. Giving the
continual increasing of migration from
different parts of the country, it is having
a potent effect on the native society, its

people and the environment that re-
quires detailed investigation into who
are coming to this place and what is the
impact of these settlements on the native
society.

(A4 study by Dr Sandeep Gupta,
Assistance Professor, and Phiralin
Amy Marsing. PhD Research Scholar
at University of Science and
Technology in Meghalaya)
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On a memora

(Continued from last week)

aving slept soundly the previous

night, we woke up fully recharged

for the journey on October 21. Our

plan that day was to reach Siliguri,
an ambitious plan because we had to make up
for the shortfall of 190 km from the previous
day’s journey. Instead of taking the bypass, we
decided to drive through the city, which would
connect us with highway AH47.

The scenic part of our journey on the stretch
till Padora was like a green landscape. Padora
is a small junction town on the road, which has
the diversion to Jhansi, bypassing the town of
Shivpuri. On our road-trip we made the con-
scious effort to bypass towns wherever possi-
ble, as we were completely dependent on
Google maps. Turning left at the junction, and
bidding adieus to AH47, we drove onward to
join highway NH27. After that, the road condi-
tions improved drastically.

While lazing away on the seat next to the
driver, I suddenly thought how a road trip can
be unpredictable, and once over, how indescrib-
able. It is indeed because the exhaustion that we
experienced after a close shave with a tempo
and the fatigue after hours of journey on the
road cannot be described in words.

By 9am, 40 km from Jhansi, we pulled over
for a break. This was more from the temptation
to try another dhaba considering our previous
day’s experience. We settled in for a brunch at
the dhaba, but the experience felt short, need-
less to say, didn’t meet our expectations at all.

By the time we entered Uttar Pradesh, we
had a completely different impression of the
road conditions that we may encounter. We
were expecting bad roads, but our impression
of the roads changed in Uttar Pradesh.

The entire stretch of NH27 was smooth. The
area around the road seemed densely populated;
hence the high volume of traffic, but that didn’t
slow us down.

We moved at a good pace through the slow
moving vehicles, maintaining a steady speed be-

tween 80 km to 100 km per hour.

Around about 4:30pm, we entered Lucknow.
This was one amazing city. As we drove through
the city, we could see it had a lot of history, but
at the same time this ancient city like most Indian
cities was touched with modernity. Lucknow ap-
peared organised and clean; one could easily
compare its infrastructure with any one of the
global cities around the world. With our enthusi-
asm, we had to remind ourselves not to stray too
far into Lucknow and loose time. As we were
bound by our deadlines, we had to keep focused
on the GPS. The best part of going through the
city of Lucknow was that it was very well-
planned and straightforward. We drove through
the city to the interception, which meets with
highway NH27. We had to be careful to take a
left turn on NH27, because making a right would
take us to Delhi.

We traversed several places in Uttar Pradesh
and gathered unique experiences.

At one spot on the road, after the tollgates and
the bypass, it was busy again with idol proces-
sions for immersion. Again, one lane of the road
was shared by traffic from the opposite direction.
At certain portions of the road, it was completely
dark. Not a car in sight, travelling on the lonely
stretch of the road, our minds began playing
games with stories told by truckers and the fuel
pump manager.

Then glancing at our clock, we noticed it was
already passed 11pm, and our ambition to drive
through Bihar was starting to wane. We began
making plans to stop for the night, and the only
available place or option for us was in Kushina-
gar. And after Kushinagar, we would be entering
Bihar, and in between there were no towns or
cities. And so we continued driving towards
Kushinagar, and by 11:30pm we entered Kushi-
nagar. There we did an online search for a hotel
and found a place called Olive Tree. This hotel
was right on the highway, in Khushinagar, but it
was closed. We decided to knock on the doors of
the hotel for someone to open them. When one
of the staff opened the doors, we enquired about
the rooms but did not like the sight of it. So we

(Top) Through the red canyon range in Madhya Pradesh; an old fort in the
state and a group of banjaras, or nomads, with all belongings on camels in
search of a new destination.

The best part of going
through the city of Lucknow
was that it was very well-
planned and straightfor-
ward. We drove through the
city to the interception,
which meets with highway
NH27. We had to be careful
to take a left turn on NH27,
because making a right
would take us to Delhi

started looking for an alternative. But it was very
nice of the staff at the hotel to recommend an-
other hotel called Adelphi Grande. This place had
good online reviews; and we drove to it. The
hotel was in the center of town. In the dark we
concluded that the area around the hotel appeared
to be catering to South East Asians.

There were signboards in Japanese or Korean,
and the area had some western influence. When
we reached the hotel, it was already fully booked.
Unfortunately we got there late, the hotel had just
checked in a bus full of Russian tourists. We went
off to sleep only to be awoken by guests leaving
the hotel and boarding their bus. These were the
Russian guests who had checked in the previous
night. We were very curious as to where were
they going? Too tired to think or analyse, went
back to sleep. Slept like a log.

(To be continued)

(Contributed by Prasanta Phukan)

NE opens up
opportunities

By Ranjan K Baruah

e have published
about tourist
guides as career

option in the last edition.
This time, we will talk more
about the topic as Megha-
laya has immense potential
for tourist guides. There are
also scopes for state-level
guides or district-level
guides.

The state-level guides
will also be eligible to apply
for licences to work as re-
gional guides provided they
qualify (a) the common se-
lection process based on
merit as detailed above for
the selection of various cat-
egories of RLGs and (b) the
examination and viva voce
after the training. The appli-
cant should be at least 20
years of age on the date
of the first advertise-
ment appearing in the
media for selection.

The assessment of
the requirement of
Tourist Guides, region-
wise, could be as per
the inbound tourist ar-
rivals, number of ASI
monuments, available
licensed guides, growth
potential, availability of
assignments to guides
and all other relevant
factors and would normally
be done once in two years
by the Ministry through a
pre-defined process involv-
ing the stake holders. The
process of selection would
be undertaken by the Indian
Institute of Tourism &
Travel Management,
Gwalior or any other Insti-
tute designated by the Min-
istry of Tourism for
conducting this process.

An entrance test would be
conducted to evaluate the
general intelligence and
suitability of applicants for
admission to guide training.
The contents of test would
be knowledge of monu-
ments/tourism destinations
in the region, Indian history
and Indian Culture; General

Knowledge for Linguist
Guides, the written test
would be conducted in the
concerned foreign language.
The area of operation of
the Regional Level Guides
are as under:
North East: States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Sikkim &
Tripura.
North: Delhi, Haryana, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and Union Territory of
Chandigarh.
South: Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala
and UTs of Pondicherry &
Lakshadweep.
Western & Central: States
of Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gu-

jarat, Goa and Union Terri-
tories of Dadra & Nagar
Haveli, Daman & Diu.

Eastern: West Bengal,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa,
Union Territory of Andaman
& Nicobar Islands.

One may become guides
approved from the ministry
or they may be independent.
Meghalaya and NE has
many tourist destinations
and our students may think
of becoming tourist guides
and earn their livelihood.

(With inputs from the
Ministry of Tourism website)
(Ranjan K Baruah is a
career mentor and can be
reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or
9864055558 for any career
related queries)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, NOVEMBER 12, 2017

Moon sextile Venus on your solar return chart suggests a good year
ahead. You're coming shortly into a solid building pericd of your lite, so
for this year use the influence to dig into what you really hope to
accomplish in your life and pay attention to learning how to bring your
deepest inner dreams into a solid and viable source outside yourself. Mid
year brings some solid opportunities and 'good fortune' and allows you
to bring about conditions that enhance and support your growth. It also
greatly intensifies your outgoing and extroverted need to explore. Since
partnerships are dynamically active as well during the year making sure
that you keep working within the confines of a commitment and
partnership promise a rewarding and empowering 12 months. There are
ways to honor both your sparkling curiosity and your obligations to others
in your life and bring strength to both.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

The week begins on a positive note. The planetary configu-

ration indicates that your efforts, confidence and courage
brings success in monetary gains and your energy in-
creases for work projects. Your outlook on life has been a

little more serious and responsible. In the past while, you
might have reached out to others in an attempt to validate

yourself, looking for ways to boost your confidence. Health
is likely to prosper and medical procedures or programs, if
necessary, are more likely to be successful.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
This week brings love, harmony and entertainment in
professional and personal relations. Your physical body and
mannerisms are a focus. There would be a newfound identity
and a realistic understanding of your own limitations and your
capabilities as well. In terms of career and projects, outward
signs of progress would lay a foundation for future success
and progress. Lifeless or outworn relationships may have
been especially hard to bear for you. You could take up some
form of physical program that completely changes the way
you feel about yourself. The things that give you joy and
positive feedback figure prominently and you feel renewed
and regenerated.
Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
This phase brings success in professional and personal
relations. You would feel particularly strong and personally
powerful. There is no such thing as playing the victim, you're
the victor and you feel it. You enjoy an increased ability to
concentrate and focus on what really matters to you. It would
be wise to make something of your hobbies-—-even if it doesn't
bring an income, you might find that expressing yourself
creatively really helps to define yourself and to understand
yourself better. Health is likely fo be balanced.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This is favorable period for hobbies, sports and competitive
exams. Your creative abilities are reflected in your outlook
on life and love and romance are life experiences you
strongly identify with. You display great skills in sports or
physical activity that wins you appreciation and an oppor-
tunity to travel. Try to be just and fair when making decisions,
as you do your best to see both sides of an issue. People
notice and admire you for your pleasant and cheerful
personality. You are bolder in expressing your love, yet not
aggressive either. Artistic self-expression is important,
possibly through music, fashion and writing. A strong desire
for companionship dominates at this time.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
The first phase of this year increases confidence and courage
at work place. It's a great time to do something entirely new
and pioneering. Discussions and ideas about finances and
aterial security figure strongly. Although you like the goed
things of life and may spend quite a bit on clothes, furniture,
and entertainment, your innate sense of security will not
permit you to go overboard to the point of extravagance. You
will have the ability to build up financial reserves and
resources, for this planetary placement can bring a good deal
of success in all monetary pursuits.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
An excellent week for money, career, and romance awaits
you. Friends and loved ones take priority. You don't find
yourself lacking in opportunities to socialize. You are likely
to enjoy a strong feeling of happiness and solidarity in

friendship, or with groups of like-minded individuals. You are
more peace loving than usual and slightly detached on a
personal level as you feel drawn towards religion and spiritu-
alism. This is a good time for research and meditation; but do
avoid being dragged down by issues that have outgrown their
worth and purpose. Examining the past in order to improve the
future is certainly worthwhile, as long as you don't waste your

energy.
Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
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The planetary configuration brings success, responsibility and
maturity. You have much energy for new moneymaking
projects, or for stepping up existing ones. Matters of the heart
touch you deeply. You may willingly play a supportive role to
the family and offer compassion and selfless love. This is a rather
happy, goal-oriented time on the professional front. Relation-
ships take on a fun outlook and activities with children increase.
You possess extra charm in your professional interactions. A
new affair is in the offing for the unattached. More opportunities
to socialize and network could present themselves now.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

¥

This period is good for money, family, status and happiness.
Money matters come into focus for you. You adopt a serious
approach to business because you are in the spotlight. The
desire for some form of recognition and financial success is
apparent. Being part of a community or circle of friends and
building your social network is impertant to you at this time. Your
love life is more attractive and charming. Public relations work,
marketing, promotional activities and other such endeavors are
favored now. You may face some minor ailments on the health
front.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

&

Diplomacy, correctness in manner, finesse, and charm will be
a big plus in aiding financial gains, especially in areas requiring
public contact. You feel drawn to intellectuals with whom you
can communicate well and exchange ideas. You know how to
relate to others and you do so in a natural and warm manner.
Your vision is practical right now, and you want to see tangible
results for your efforts. Recognition is likely to come your way
whether you ask for it or not along with the responsibility that
comes right along with it. Do what you feel is right, keeping in
mind that you are in the limelight during this phase.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

)

This is an excellent time to create a budget or financial plan, or
to rid yourself of old habits that undermine your sense of personal
power and self-mastery. Smoothening out your close personal
relationships is what makes you happy. If single, you are more
than willing to enter into a committed relationship. In general, you
are adaptable when it comes to your affections. You pour more
energy into self-promotion or business activities. Foreign places
may particularly appeal now. You fend to be expansive and
generous when it comes to love. Dealing with one situation at
a time releases some tension and anxiety.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

&

Business expansion and new professional opportunities are
worth considering at this time. On a more practical level, you
may be dealing with joint finances and shared resources. Social
life takes priority in your life. You would become serious about
family relations and feel responsible towards them. Social
interactions of a personal, one-on-one kind are emphasized.
Conflicts with a partner over values or personal possessions
are likely to occur. You are more willing than usual to explore
life's secrets. Taking care of business is your main focus. A
health routine started now is likely to be successful.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

VA

This is a generous, pleasantly emotional, and creative phase.
Striking a balance between your attention to your career and fo
your family life is necessary. Taking steps to improve your
family and home life as well as your career and public life will
be in order. You will also thoroughly enjoy artistic, musical, or
cultural events and activities, especially in the company of a
loved one. You need the energies, companionship, and support
of other people, and they may also seek out your support and
companionship. It's important to include others rather than to go
solo for the time being. However, bending too much to the will
of another is not advised either.

mart class

for IAS prep

oreau Institute of Integral
Training and Research Society,
an initiative of the Fathers of

Holy Cross, is helping the youth in Shil-
long realise their dream of cracking the
Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC).

The institute acts as a facilitator for
UPSC coaching network ALS, or Alter-
native Learning Systems, Satellite Edu-
cation. Civil service aspirants in the city
and from other parts of the state are
trained for the competitive examination
through real-time online classes. Experts
at ALS’s main centre in New Delhi teach
as well as answer the queries of students
online. Each smart class has a screen and
a projector.

“The institute started in July 2015 after
(Shillong MP) Vincent Pala requested us.
ALS gives us the opportunity to extend
our educational and training services to
civil aspirants in the North East at a frac-
tion of the cost of attending these coach-
ing classes in Delhi,” says Father
Abraham of Moreau Institute.

There are 129 students in each batch.
There are both morning and evening
classes. Father Abraham says there are
many students from Garo Hills too. “Be-
cause of the lack of sponsorship, many
talented but socio and economically
backward students could not enroll for
the coaching classes. So we approached
the government for help and received
funds from both the Chief Minister’s Ca-
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reer Guidance Scheme in 2015-16 and
the North Eastern Council from 2016 on-
wards. Sponsorship candidates are cho-
sen using eligibility tests conducted by
ALS Delhi,” explains Father Abraham.

Altogether 340 candidates through reg-
ular courses and around 90 candidates
through  supplementary
courses have undergone
training since the com-
mencement of the institute.
Some candidates also
cleared the UPSC prelims
and “we are hopeful our
candidates will also clear
the Mains and interview in
the future”, says Father
Abraham.

He adds that those who
are unable to crack the
elite exam also gain in the
form of the knowledge that
they gather, the self-confi-
dence they develop and the
self-esteem they gain from
the training help them later
in life.

Qay Khongsai, the 27-
year-old student from Manipur, says he
chose to join the ALS centre in Shillong
because it was a “cheaper option” than
studying in Delhi. “Moreover, 1 have
been staying in Shillong since 2011. So it
was a viable option. When I was planning
to prepare for the civil services exmas, I
asked around and got good reviews of the

A smart class in progress

place,” says Khongsai.

With more youths from the region opting
for plum central government jobs, ALS has
been a real pathfinder for aspirants here.
Kamminsat Haokip from Manipur, a stu-
dent at ALS, says since Shillong is a peace-
ful city, it becomes the obvious choice for
UPSC aspirants and ALS is
guiding teh youths on the
right path.

Haokip, who left Ma-
nipur because of the politi-
cal volatility, will appear
for UPSC next year for the
second time. Talking to The
Shillong Times, Haokip
said, “T had been preparing
for IAS examinations for
some time now. But after
joining ALS T think I have
learned more in three
months. However, 1 have
not joined the full course
and I find my subjects
being comprehensively pre-
pared at ALS. The standard
of questions here is also
higher than other insti-
tutes,” says the UPSC aspirant, whose fa-
ther works in Shillong.

ALS is a venture started by Shashank
Atom, Jojo Mathew and Manoj Kumar
Singh and has centres across the country.
The IAS coaching centre started as Inter-
action IAS Study Circle in 1991. ALS was
incorporated in 2003.
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“Democracy is not so much a form of
government as a set of principles.”
--- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Time to do away with MLA Schem
for a free and fair election

MLA LAD scheme which
helps bring change an
development to
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Mary Kom'’s strikes gold
MARY Kom won her fifth gold medal at the Asiz
Women’s Boxing Championship 14 years after A-LADS) is one of the g o]
had won her first gold in the same event. A brilligf§éues which has been 2 There is no denying the

tollowed and in 2012 sh the Olvmnanect of debate for quitefac that individuals and the
careertollowed and In sne won the Olym@ieéme time now. The community come with a long
Bronze. Thereafter she got married, had th ist of demands that they wish
children and became a member of the Rajya S4

) stion people ask is nof _

how the MLAs utilise the MLA to ultimately candidates. consent of the MLA o
It seemed that her boxing life had come to an
But that was not to be. She did not retire when

Alohaather misuse the funds’address Also each MLA ha It is the candidates MDC to do the work.
3%& whether there is anyp ndreds of villages to cate hemselves who had I MLA LAD scheme
~hekd of providing each MLA 0, so the question is hoWushered the kind ofalso encourage

had a family and age crept upon her. There

nothing negative about her life. The latest suc

proves that. She came of a family of landless la

The rupees two crore &
year allotted to each MLA

und_elr i tRe tl)\flerlﬁberl community halls, additional
ahegislative Assembly Local a5qr00ms in the school an

nrea Development Schemejp, ooy ement of village play ¢

By H H Mohrmen

hat the candidate needsand the important thing i

the voters are waiting forapproach where

D

from the candidate ortheir own ideas and the

%qg crore rupees a yearijges the MLA decide WhiChelection that we have nowcorruption in the sens
onsidering that there are ;
Vé@8ady hoards of schemesOf the projects to fund. The

- point is there is no
rams and projects formechanism used to rank the

development of the stat
hend the welfare of theeneeds of the people becau

matter how good a leadethe many programs

I and how visionary he is,fural development an

: oes not stand a chancdévelihood promotion in
ven the list of demands of w0 o\ e he does nothe  village.  This

the
upporters who donate allillage, but the MNREGS

or the election. But now that it is a bottoms-uy
the
their own share of moneycommunity comes up with

sometimes from manydon't have to wait for the

where a poor man, nothat it is a duplication of

e is or how articulate heschemes and project fq

Black is not just cash, it is far beyond

Despite fanfare for
fairness, Indians crave
for everything black

-

. By Anjan Roy

D

On the first anniversary 4ay in and day out. You
" of demonization, it has beencapnot catch the black by
Y commentators pointed out &hasing the glimmer of gold,
litany of woes that afflicted gt then, which

India and its poor from the government would dare do
decision to cancel 85% ofy family wise accounting of
 circulating currency bills. It go|d hoardings? Just a small
phas been held guilty byqgyty on gold had created
® high-minded economists forg,ch a ruckus that the
the subsequent slow downyoyernment had to back
» of the India economy — t0 ayrack on it
'mere 5.7% in the last as a This
d culmination of the process
of deceleration. It has bee

process of
conversion of black income
Nnto physical assets is

. . . . ople, what is the need o : P Vv found useless as most of th :
in Manipur and how such a prodigy was born in SL%viding another two croretﬁ;etﬁg rg)r?etéﬂ'ttizeagirﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁghave money. _ guph?atlon Olf Woak cancelled currency hadiehlggtl)eviﬁé'ra‘oimc?rlllefg;ngglrﬁi
an ambience is one of nature’s mysteries. She fapees a year which mor The other pertinentbenefits only  the| come back into the SyStemmajor routes has a home

e
of the Dorbar Shnong. The, aqtion is how and wheresupporters of the MLA o

the Vil the MLAs use the the MDC because there

opportunity to start grass no proper mechanism t
roots engagement with th({/\l;nds from the LAD when Ror

people. They rely on the roarams and iects The most
headman and the villag 9 projects evelopment is when w
council only. That is the onIyePunded by the State and! o

he central government fo

'g[ghrgsshg)voet level engagemen evelopment and the
'the utilisation of the welfare of the people? The
MLA LAD sch IS0 lack Mahatma Gandhi National
scheme a1so 1acks pyral Employment

the basic ~aspects Ofg,arantee Scheme is th
monitoring except through . oiner of all schemes

RTI application, but the sad\\here communities come
truth is very few people ;5 \yith ideas to develop

choose to file RTI on theinair \i
utilisation of the scheme. Itthelr villages and even for

often than not goes to th

the lie to the myth that boxing was not for womgeRong  hands.
espite the fact that out

Her early career was not so much in the public YEsi ! :
) Sixty MLAs, information
After 2012 however she became a legend in| h&fiow the fund was utilized
e . as sought from very few
lifetime and gathered around her millions of f MRembers, yet  many
Today at 34, she has repeated her success witskalgtons started falling
. . . I frt%m the cupboard. Right to
Asian gold and it is a landmark in the annals @formation (RTI) findings
ihay i which were made public
sporting life. recently informed that the
Women do not as a rule attract the glare
publicity especially in the field of sports. Mary Ko
is an exception. Her victories have been reco

eMLA seldom uses

cabinet is yet to sit an
decided on the remainin
MLA LAD scheme for the
assembly tenure endin

2 MEA has outsourced the
népending of almost his

ntire funds under the MLA
dedds from a single firm.

decide on the remainin
MLA LADS in spite of the
fact that we are already i

. . . .| Unlike many ordinary . > improvement of their :
by media as a saga of heroism. Her ethnic origiaSiness units which many![?]érueﬂ'jkr\%tsthehl;tslllsatttl)on gélive”hooqs_ I the ﬁol\?vt t%feql\tjlisAtlsor\ms?]b?g
have not gone against her. She has proved thaghéme deal with some oo oo hrough  thecOMMUNIy  needs  ayse this fund.
ific products only, this footpath, a playground, "~ |, two months time the

spe
@Rh@cular firm looks like it

e%eﬁls with everything under
the sun. It supplied plastics

career is no less exciting than any sportsman’g
her passion for a bloody sport has not b
condemned. Bollywood actress Priyanka Chd
has proved that in her biopic.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

Centre offers help to
solve Bodo issue

The centre has offered itsgovernment

Deputy Commissioner’s and; i ) ;
the Block DevelopmentIsr;ftreor:q/eanggr\]:,h(gt ﬂgg?,%leftate IS 90'?]9 to the poll
Office but the question is carhey can avail funds for thegsqect the ML As to ot
ptairs, computers and als hese officers raise anysame from MNREGS. They
sands, boulders and cemerfu€stion on how the fundsgnly need to have an activ
for construction under this ar€ being used or misused byjjjlage ~ Employment i this short span of time
fund. the local representative?  council  which ~ can How can the MLAs
MLASs treat this particular _Perhaps it is not wrong tocomplete the works in time
scheme like a private fundSay that the MLA LADS is and demand more workof public money in two
from their personal coffers te root cause of moneyfom the office of the BDO months? How else wil
which they can expend atchanging hands duringafter completion of the they spend the money
their own whims and €lection because the MLAsprevious project. not for
fancies. For some MLAs it themselves purposely chose MNREGS is not only when the fund
looks like managing theto hand doles from themeant to help create assetsurposely allotted at th
> MLA LAD scheme is the Scheme at the fag-end of theifor the community or the end of the tenure of th

to the

good offices to sort out theeconomic development 0fgnly job they have as theteénure —as the localvillage, but it can also beHouse? | hope  thg
explosive Bodo problem plains tribals and t0 members of the Augustrepresentative of the area. Iltised for creating livelihoodgovernor — will  do
which ~ has  assumedreducing inter-regional hoyse because one hai$ as clear as daylight thabpportunities for the something on  this

"dangerous" proportions indisparities. A meaningful
the north-eastern state ofdialogue should be hel
Assam. The  Union with representatives of t
Government has no intentiontribals on these issues a

about the status of bribe people to re-elect thenproblem  with
e(ttinealthcare or education inas the MLAs of the area.  implementation of election will not hold wate
e State or even the The influence of money MNREGS is the zest andbecause the huge sum

f;e'"t,fgggﬂqg g‘otcgr?r?ff,{tb%{gﬁ“ﬁ;s e re;a;\t(ijng Iaa condition of the roads in power during election alsovitality of the VEC or to be money in the hands of th
extend help, it will be willing aliegnatigon Minister o their constituencies, not tostarted raising its ugly headspecific the secretary VEC.current MLAs will help

to do so, Home Minister Mr State for Home Mr Santo
Buta Singh today told the Mohan Dev urged the sta
consultative ~ committee government to involv
attached to his ministry. various Bodo organ

Mr Buta Singh informed zations in talks to find
the members that he hadsolution. Members wh
assured the state chiefparticipated in th
Minister ~ of  centre's discussion, felt that th
willingness to cooperate andBodo problem must b
told him that steps must beviewed as part of th
taken to solve the problem.general tribal problem an > _ > h
He said greater attentiontheir just demands must becommunity level to provide days did not have to spendhey have a very activ
should be paid by the statdooked into. funds for construction of money because it is theVEC. Therefore itis not the

TO THE EDITOR

Sanbor Shullai
defending the

y ther than how and whatintroduced in the State. Eldersvhich can complete Vvote for them.

hey will do with the MLA in the community till now projects worth a crore of _ This development als
il scheme. reminiscence the first fewrupees in one financialvindicates the claim th

MLAs cannot think of elections after independenceear just because theywe all along made th
ways to spend the moneywhen supporters broughthave a secretary who isMLA LAD is redundant
than to provide physical stuffs like rice, vegetables etovery active. The truth is because the MLAs ar
relief to the voters like to the candidates residenceillages have developedomy using it for their

emore often than not, th
scheme is misused.

K.Lynrah was the The writing on the wall is, don’t get any support at SSLC exams results! Ye

home as parents are nowhen the result come ou
Yours etc., educated and cannoteverybody questions th
Banri Kupar Wahlang, supervise and care forteachers and the schoo

were purchased throughnvariably, ¢ e TR ’
only one supplier? [|lowest bidder in all the His time is up!

thought’ K. Lynrah the mancases. How will Mr Shullai

; : i ici explain that all the bidders
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would come out and cleamnot approach the going to school is just truly want my students t

Editor, his name. | waited longauthorised dealers located killing time. Their early do well in their exams and

schooling is the villages check the poor pas

was in poor settings with percentage in Garo Hills

Necessity to Set up

In response to my RTI enough for his clarification IN Shlllong or Guwahati? Is
findings, Mr Sanbor Shuillai, gnd in the absence of it wdt not because he cannot

HLR Sdressed & presdl ave t come tone manpuite 0 vouchery o BOBIA EXAMS in - nadeuae echers oo why cant v set
conterence on otr C 0_ €lconclusion that there is nocompr_omlse on _prlce, Classes V and VI” k

last for explaining his credible firm by the name ofquantity and quality of g'r?ss to Si”d(;tggé W'tg?]lg f(')assr;/gllj;cl’lr thergturdeesnst
position. As per your K. |ynrah, supposedly agoods purchased? . _ y ? E - g ly prog
newspaper report (ST OctRegistered Government Besides, Mr Shullai's ~ Editior, preparation. Even whenThose coming from rur

27,2014), he has not touche@ontractor and Supplierbrave attempt at giving a As a teacher | am worriedthey fail in four or five backgrounds will als

upon any of the glaring|gcated at KongthongPpolit

discrepancies in  thegphra. The silence of K.reve o ;
spending of the MLA funds |ynrah is a clear evidencevater. In a democracy it isresults we get year after yeait is the done thing or much for them.

as revealed by theatitis a fake firm createdthe duty of the political €SPecially from Garo Hills. Asbecause teachers feel So if we set up on
documents released by they Mr Shullai for filing his OPPonents to expose allléachers, we give our best tgorry for them. When board exam when th
Shillong Municipal Board. | gwn coffers knowledge andthese students join urbanreach class V, we will b

wrong deeds and swindling'mpart : _ )
am not surprised that he has |f the facts were Of public funds. In exposing quality ~ education to ourschools they have notable to monitor and trai
tried hard to deflect the gtherwise, why has Mrhim thoroughly, 1 have Students but after all the harccquired enough our students who are n
charges by giving laughableshyliaj remained silent onmerely done my duty as aVork, we get to see a pooknowledge and able to cope up with th
political explanations. To me, the fraudulent manner ofclean and upright political P2SS percentage every yeaunderstanding to cope upschool system befor
he has only attempted towjthdrawing cash from theactivist. To say that | am We are also disillusioned thatwith the syllabus. They fail sending them to high
divert the attention of the gank Account of the "j€alous” is childish. By Our students are faring sdn the same classes forclasses. When they rea
people by raising some nony o nitoring-cum- offering a  political badly in their SSLC exams.many years. Some schoolsclass VI, there must b
issues. He has made person@inplementation Committee€xplanation to an essentiallyvhat could be the possiblepromote them out of another board exam
comments about those whaand purchasing all the€conomic offence, Mr reason for the poor results irconcern  but  without finally check whether the
appeared with me at my presgoods by cash? SomeShullai has unwittingly Garo Hills? _ .
Conference, and who al€&ransactions were as hug@dmnted that he has been Garo HIHS hasla.mIXture of can cope with the Upperthe SSLC. They Can
totally opposed to rampantas Rs 34 lakh? Will Mr caught pants down! schools like Deficit system, classes. When they reachgiven remedial teaching
corruption and his autocraticshyllai explain? Through RTI | had posed Government aided Schoolslass X, even in the pre- prime them up for the SSL
style of functioning as MLA. ~ His  defence  of @ challenge to Shullai to@nd Private Schools. Theselection, they fail in more exam. | really wish the
In his explanation, Mr purchasing all items, fromcome clean. Instead ofPrivate schools always shindghan 4 subjects but policy makers make thi
Shullai has asked, "What'ssand to computers during®ffering convincing With good result over theteachers and schoolchange in the system s
wrong about purchasingthe last four and half years€xplanation, he has startey€ars but students inauthorities push them toas to be able to brin
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anywhere on earth, if itthat while purchasing allthey say, "You can fool these ~ schools are  While it is good to have
concerns his personalitems, there were threesome people all the time,economically backward. andsuch consideration,

monev. When it involves ; ome people for some timeMany are forced_tq attendnobody cares how these :
Y common bidders. These are20me beop school. Hence their intereststudents would fare in(Letters to the Editor must have

Yours, etc, ...
Benjo Marak
Araimile, Tura

Government money, he but not all the people all the ) ’ el el
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Leave cinema alone
THE fringe elements of certain political parties are

crying foul over the Sanjay Leela Bhansali film
‘Padmavati,” an excerpt from India’s medieval history.

Padmavati or Rani Padmini was the wife of

Ratnasimha the Rajpur ruler of Chittor, Rajasthan.
Padmavati’s beauty was legendary. So much so that
Alauddin Khilji, the Sultan of Delhi laid siege to
Chittor to win her. But before Alauddin Khalji could
reach her, Padmavati and her attendants had

committed Sati by jumping into the fire, to protect

their honour. However, there are disclaimers that the
story of Padmavati was never part of history although
Alauddin did lay siege to Chittor. Now Bhansali has
made a film based on the life of Padmavati but he is

not acknowledging that the film is part fiction. The

situation in the country today is such that a story where

the protagonist is a Muslim who tries to win over a

Rajput queen is seen as sacrilegious.

The film is scheduled to be released on December
1, but even before seeing it lumpen groups have
threatened Bhansali and warned him of dire

consequences if the film is released. Meanwhile the

Indian film fraternity have decided to fight back and
resist the growing attack on cinematic freedom. After
all there can be no ban on creativity and if at all a film
does not meet up with certain laid down parameters
then there is the Central Board for Film Certification
(CBFC) which is mandated to take a call. A film
based on historical narratives need not stick to the

script. The director has every right to fictionalise parts

of the narrative. That is directiorial license. Bhansali

has in the past diverted from certain historical
storylines and those who consider history as sacred

have not forgiven him for that. But that’s another

matter. You can criticise a director but you cannot
threaten him. This reflects the growing culture of

intolerance in India today. It is a sure way to kill

creativity which is the essence of film making. From
banning books and artists we have now come to

banning films. What next?

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

Plea for central
interventionin Assam

The Bodo People's Action
Committee has called for
immediate central
intervention in starting
adialogue on the movement
launched by the tribal
community in Assam for a

separate homeland.
Acommittee delegation
metPresident R

Venkataraman here
yesterday and submitted a
memorandum stressing the
need for an autonomous
state for the tribal
community on the North
Bank of the Bramaputra and
Autonomous District
Council on the South Bank
of the river.

Quotas and queues are
back on the political platter
wherein our netagan are
busy indulging in one-
upmanship, populist
bravado and mindlessness.
Doling out promises of
reservation like
moongphalis to service their
vote-banks. Underscoring,
21st Century India still
remains the same: Quota is
the all-seasons favourites!

See how our politicians
continue to bask in reckless
ad- hocism and announce
reservations albeit in the
garb of meting out social
justice. Telengana has
pledged 12% quota for
minorities in Government
jobs and educational
institutions. Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar and
BSP Dalit messiah
Mayawati have gone one
step further. Both pitched for
Dalits and OBC job
reservation in the private
sector.

Last year Haryana’s BJP
Sarkar provided six%
reservation for Jats and four
other castes in Government
jobs and educational
institutions. And another
10% for the five castes in
class 3 and 4 Government
jobs and learning
establishments. Happily, the
Rajasthan High Court struck
down a similar policy in the
State. In Gujarat the
Congress is busy trying to
strike a quota bargain with
Patel community leader
Hardik Patel.

Raising a moot point: Are
quotas the answer for
maintaining India’s social
fabric and harmony? How
does it better the lot of the
Dalits and OBC’s if a few
persons get jobs? Has
anyone assessed whether
those provided reservation
have gained or continue to
lose? Said a former Chairman
of the National Commission
on Backward Classes, “the
politicians have converted
reservation into a circus”.

Whatever happened to
merit and excellence? Is it fair
that a meritorious person is
denied admission or a job
because his quota is full?
Where do they head? Does
it make sense if someone
with 90% in engineering
sells medicines while a Dalit
with 40% becomes a doctor,
thanks to reservation?
What  purposes  does
reservation serve when an
officer is unable to cope with
the decision-making
process?

Is reservation an end in
itself? How will the

Quotas and queues

How do we spell
merit?

By Poonam I Kaushish

Government respond if each
caste begins to complain of
non-representation in Parties
or Government departments?
When does backwardness
supercede equality assured
by our Constitution? How is
the Government going to
avoid reverse
discrimination?
Importantly, why do the
champions of Reservation

Raj never talk about
reserving 50% seats in
Parliament and  State

Legislatures for SCs, STs and
OBCs? And how about
having at least 27% reserved
ministerial posts? Answer?
Our leaders don’t want to
slice their cake. After all,
politics is all about conning
the electorate, skimming their
votes with ‘feel good’
populism and sound bites.

Alas, over the years our
netagan have made quotas
into a political milch cow.
Merrily converting positive
affirmation  into  vote
percentages wherein social
and economic upliftment is
weighed on the scale of vote-
bank politics. And merit is a
dirty word.

That said, undoubtedly,
the Government’s
fundamental mission is to
uplift the poor and have-nots,
educate and provide them
equal opportunities and
better quality of life. But
when education and job
reservations are calculated
on the basis of belonging to
a particular caste or religion
per se, it goes against the
Constitution’s Article 15(1) of
providing equal opportunity
to all. More, it not only
divides people but also
harms national unity and
fraternity.

Clearly, the Mandal
Frankenstein created by our
polity has come to bite them.
Worse, given the level of
dishonesty and
irresponsibility which
increasingly governs our
political system, no leader is
willing to look us in the eye
and confess that we are the
cause of this mess thanks to
our fixation for self-satiation
of vote-banks politics.

It was all hunky dory and
still is as they merrily satiate
their greed for power by
continuing to reap a political
windfall of over 70 per cent
votes via reservation.
However, all forget a time
comes when caste-based
quotas becomes divisive,
self-defeating and could
boomerang. By further

dividing  people and
widening India’s
burgeoning divide

between the haves and
have-nots.

Unfortunately, ground
realities and make-believe
sociology do not always
correspond. Reservations
by themselves will not
transform village society
whose social structure is
built on an edifice of
illiteracy and ignorance
which in turn perpetuates
an  iniquitous  caste
system.

True, many backward
castes families are
poverty-stricken. But we
need to realize that poverty
exists in a family and not
at the caste level per se. If
one has to eradicate it, then
all poor families belonging
to a caste should be eligible
for State privileges. Also,
one cannot ostracize the
poor belonging to other
castes.

Moreover, the danger
in imposing arbitrary
quotas in the private
sector is two-fold. One,
deterioration in work
culture which results in
short-changing  Brand
India and two, jeopardize
economic growth.
Remember, India’s USP lies
in brains, skills and
expertise of its educated
manpower. This, in turn,
could lead to an economic
slowdown and  hurt
chances of economic
upliftment of people at the
bottom of the economic
pyramid. Alongside, lead
to brain drain and
disillusionment among
students and workforce.

Time our leaders rise
above mindless populism,
petty politricks and cry a
halt to quotas as they are
detrimental to long-term
growth. They need to think
creatively about how to
achieve the goal of putting
everyone on equal footing.
Merely having quotas will
not spell excellence.
Specially in today’s
increasingly competitive
global village.

Further, our polity has
to deal with a savvy Gen
Next between 18-35 years
who constitute 50%
population and believe in
deliverables and
achievables. They seek
jobs on merit in an over-
crowed employment
market where the labour
force is growing 2.5%

annually, employment is
rising by 2% resulting in
increasing joblessness.
Thus, none has given
thought to the challenge
of absorbing new entrants
in the job market, 12 million
every year and clearing
the backlog. In this
scenario where do quotas
fit?

Certainly, social justice
is a desirable and laudable
goal. But it cannot be at
the cost of nurturing
mediocrity. Pertinently,
there is no place for
double standards or
Orwellian concept of
‘more equal than others’
in a democracy. What is
sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander. The

Fundamental Rights
provide for  equal
opportunities for all

irrespective of caste,
creed or sex. Let’s not
fudge or forget this.
Consequently, our
netas must call truce with
their progenies as social
justice and equal
opportunity is not the
prerogative of a chosen
few. Already, caste-based

quotas have become
divisive  and  self-
defeating. The

Government has to end
this evil of casteism which
is eating into our
democracy’s vitals.
Think. Suppose there
are 70% reservations for
communities of State
posts and only 30% are

unreserved, is  this
satisfactory  vis-a-vis
providing equality of
opportunity? No. As

Ambedkar said, “If you
want different societies to
come together, I think it is
time that we decide that
the use of the word ‘caste’
be banned in this
country.” Adding,
“Reservation too should
be done away with
because it becomes a
hindrance to
development.”

Time now for our petty
power-at-all cost polity to
think beyond vote-bank
politics and look at the
long-term implications.
They must not be allowed
to continue recklessly and
play havoc with India’s
progress. No longer will
young India accept that
power in privilege can be
transformed  through
electoral competition into
power in numbers. Else
reconcile to becoming a
nation of mediocrity! ----
INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

Nepotism in
Agriculture
Department!

Editor,

It is unbelievable that the
current director of the State’s
Agriculture department who
is said to have officially
retired in December last year
has oddly defied the
superannuation bar and has,
instead, been enjoying
multiple windfall benefits by
way of holding a few more
enviable posts equivalent to
the director level created
within the broad manpower
framework of the Agriculture
department. There is a belief
that what has made this
director avail such package
of fortuitous fortunes is
because she is in the good
books of Dr. Mukul Sangma,
the CM of Meghalaya, who
is coincidentally Minister in-
charge, Agriculture. These
undue privileges showered
on this incumbent has made
her not give a toss about the
extant service rules laid down
in the Meghalaya
Fundamental Rules &
Subsidiary Rules, 1984 that
govern each and every
employee of the State Govt.
This has set a very bad
precedence among her peers
in other departments. And for
that matter, several negative
complaints have been
splashing in the media

against this Director but

she has remained
indifferent to the
complaints.

Lastly it impelled a
person of the caliber of Mr.
Jemino Mawthoh, MLA, to
speak to the media of the
official irregularities that
are going on in Agriculture
department where the
arbitrary role of the said
Director is brought to the
limelight and this media
interaction had featured in
your daily (ST Oct 2, 17). In
the wake of this media
report and after eight days,
to be precise, a flood gate
of promotions, transfers
etc., were opened up for all
the eligible officers who
have been long stranded in
the same posts. The
aggrieved officers ought to
be indebted to Mr.
Mawthoh for having
singularly brought to light
the hush- hush affairs
prevailing in the Agriculture
department.

Interestingly, the
Director in question who is
said to retire on December
31st next is leaving no
stone unturned to seek
extension of service till
March end next year
coinciding with the end of
a financial year. This undue
ambition contrasts sharply
with that of her immediate
predecessor, Mr KM
Brahma, who sportingly
refused to comply with the

reported request of the
Govt. to extend his
retirement time till the end of
a financial year, given that
he was to retire a few
months preceding March
31st. This case in point was
unerringly, a  moral
consciousness on the
latter’s part not to deny the
timely promotional scope of
his junior co-staffers waiting
in the wings.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on
request

Gender Gap
Report

Editor,

The World Economic
Forum's ~ Global Gender
Gap Report ranks countries
according to calculated
gender gap between women
and men in four key areas
namely ~ health, education,
economy and politics. It
measures women's
disadvantage compared to
men. Last year, India had
climbed 21 places to go up
the ladder from 108th to 87th
rank. But this year, India has
unfortunately slipped 21
places to get back again to
the 2015 position at 108.

In spite of its wvast
population, Bangladesh has
done extremely well to get a
good rank at 47. This year's
report also shows that
Iceland has closed nearly 88

per cent of its gaps. Iceland
has been the world's most
gender - equal country for
nine years and is followed by
its Scandinavian cousins ~
Norway and  Finland.
However, Norway is the
leader in both human
development and happiness
indices.

According to the Global
Gender Gap Report, 2017,
India's position on "health
and survival" is
undoubtedly the most
important area to focus. India
ranks fourth lowest in the
world on "health and
survival" and ranks 141st
among 144 countries which
is the number one reason for
our overall lowly position at
108. To combat it, our national
food, khichdi can be served
in midday meal along with
boiled eggs and bananas to
children at schools. Students
must also be given some
extra khichdi so that they can
have it just after the last
period. Just by cooking some
extra khichdi, students can be
provided with an afternoon
meal along with the existing
midday meal.

The number two area of
concern is that of "economic
participation and
opportunity,” in which our
country is ranked 139th. One
of the ways to address this
issue is to  provide
substantial amount of
scholarships to the poor girl
children up to the age of 21

years to make child
marriage a less attractive
option and to ensure
women's participation in
the economic field. This
can also change, so to
speak, the tag of a girl from
a "dowry - debit" to a
"scholarship - credit" and
thus ensure her survival by
helping her to cross the
hurdle of foeticide,
infanticide and nutritional
discrimination. So, this will
also go on to repair the
problem number one that

is her "health and
survival".
The third area is

"workplace gender gap" in
which our country is
ranked 136th. Quick justice
delivery system is a must
to give women a level
playing field with men so
that they can take part in
economic activities
without any difficulty.
Also, there should an
effective administrative
radar to ensure equal wage
for equal work.

However, as the saying
goes ~ "every cloud has a
silver lining". Indeed, our
country has become
successful in fully closing
its primary and secondary

education enrolment

gender gaps and is nearly

closing its  tertiary
education gender - gap.

Yours etc.,

Sujit De,

Kolkata

Initiatives in
tourism
promotion

Editor,

The tourism sector in
small pockets of our state
is gradually picking up.
This is due to the great
efforts and open
mindedness of the people
in these areas in
understanding the
importance of people to
people contact. For
example your paper
highlighted the successful
development of tourism in
parts of East and West
Khasi Hills and also West
Jaintia Hills but this has
not been without
dedicated entrepreneurs
who have come from
within the local
communities which is a
success story to script.
The story of
Mawryngkhang at
Wahkhen village of East
Khasi Hills near Pynursla
is a story of innovation,
ideas and dedication
without even the local
MLA's support. This has
been in the news. We look
forward to more local
entrepreneurs making
positive efforts in this
sector.

Yours etc.,
Dominic S. Wankhar,
Viaemail

Arsenic
Poisoning 1n
the Northeast

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

Beating the Rhetoric

Arsenic poisoning is a
relatively new phenomenon
that is being witnessed in
the past few decades.
However, within this short
span of time it has morphed
into one of the biggest
challenges towards the goal
of providing safe drinking
water for all.The South
Asian region is one of the
biggest sufferers of arsenic
poisioning of water with the
Ganga- Brahmpautra alluvial
plains in India and the
Padma aluvial plain in

first evidence of it in
Northeast was found in

Assam in 2004 when
government officials
flagged the issue that

arsenic poisioning had
indeed made an entry in the
Northeast. In Assam since
then Jorhat, Dhemaji and
Lakhimpur districts have
fallen prey to this menace
including the world famous
heritage site of Majuli,
which has recently been
declared a district in itself.In
2007, arsenic poisoning was

“Arsenic is an odourless and
tasteless metaloid that is
widely distributed over the
Earth’s crust.It can combine
with other elements to exist in
a variety of forms in the
Earth’s surface and is the
twenty sixth most abundant
element on the earth. ”

Bangladesh being the
biggest victims.Assam and
Manipur are suffering from
the scourge of arsenic
poisoning the most in the
Northeast.

Arsenic is an odourless
and tasteless metaloid that
is widely distributed over
the Earth’s crust.It can
combine with other elements
to exist in a variety of forms
in the Earth’s surface and is
the twenty sixth most
abundant element on the
earth. Due to its existence in
the anthropogenic forms
arsenic can enter the human
body easily through food
and through water
contamination. Arsenic in
drinking water enters the
bloodstream and then
travels to differnt organs of
the human body. If the
arsenic intake is small the
body can naturally get rid of
the same through urine,
however the problem is that
once arsenic enters the
body in large quantity it
starts to accumulate in the
body.

Arsenic accumulation in
the body in large quantities
has the nomenclature of
Arsenicosis. Arsenicosis

also reported from Thuobal
block in Manipur. In recent
times however this has
further spread to Nagaland
in Mokokchung, Mon and
a few other districts; in
Arunachal Pradesh in
Dibang,West Kameng, East
Kameng,Tirap and Lower
Subhanshiri districts and in
North Tripura. While there
are no evidences of arsenic
poisoning in other states
yet, it is however only a
matter of time before the
scourge perhaps spreads.
The state government of
these states have woken up
to the challenge and are now
engaged in a number of
steps towards combating
the scourge of arsenic
poisoning. Yet it poses its
own challenges. One of the
most basic steps to remove
a number of water
contaminants is boiling.
However, boiling has no
effect on Arsenic poisniong.
And this is what makes
combating arsenic
poisniong difficult at the
grassroots level unless it’s
a government backed
common system. Arsenic
removal plants or ARP are
often the first and strongest
line of defence against

“The people of Northeast india solely
depend on naturally ocurring water
sources which increases their chance
of falling prey to arsenic poisoning.The
first evidence of it in Northeast was
found in Assam in 2004 when
government officials flagged the issue
that arsenic poisioning had indeed
made an entry in the Northeast.”

leads to inhibition of
important enzymes that are
produced by the human
body often resulting in multi-
organ failure. However what
makes arsenic poisioining
more worrisome is the fact
that the complete adverse
effects have not been
completely identified yet.
Arsenic poisoning also
leads to skin damage
including keratosis and skin
cancer, internal cancers
such as that of the lung and
bladder, and diseases of the
vascular system. Further
other health problems, such
as diabetes, cancers of the
other organs and adverse
effects on the reproductive
organs and outcomes have
been observed, but the
evidence is not yet
conclusive, although it has
kept on steadily increasing.

The people of Northeast
india solely depend on
naturally ocurring water
sources which increases
their chance of falling prey
to arsenic poisoning.The

arsenic poisoning. These
are three step plants
through which groundwater
first enters this system and
its treated and then the
water released for public
consumption. While this
method has proved effective
towards combating arsenic
posiniong yet the sclability
of such plants pose a
serious challenge. While
ARPs have demonstarted
success in combating
arsenic poisoning yet the
scales of the plants have to
be increased. Also more
information about this must
be spread among the public
so that they become aware
of the problem and are able
to identify the symptoms.
This will save valuable time
in treating the disease.

Further new steps must
be thought of to combat
arsenic poisoning. Arsenic
poisoning poses a serious
threat and all steps must be
taken towards eradicating
the same.

( The views expressed by
the author are personal)
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The Quadrilateral
INDIA, the US, Japan and Australia have revived
an alliance on the sidelines of the ASEAN summit in

Manila. A meeting was held among the four countries
to form this quadrilateral. It has been prompted by

the need to take on the aggressive stance of China

which has put South East Asian nations on the alert.
Free trade in the South and East China seas has been
threatened by China which has also been prickly from
time to time about borders with India and Bhutan.

The quadrilateral stands for a free, prosperous and

inclusive India-Pacific region. The move is very much
in India's interest. When it is implemented, New Delhi
can project its image in East Asia and coordinate

strategies with friendly neighbours in the region. That

will give a boost to its Act East policy. It was reported
earlier that India was somewhat guarded in its

approach to the initiative for fear of anatagonising

China with which it is trying to promote amicable
relations for an economic partnership.

With Sushma Swaraj piloting India's external

relations policy, New Delhi may have been a wee bit
compromising. New Delhi should be assertive about

the country being a major Asian power. Itis also a

fact that India's interests spread all over the Asian
continent and should not be confined to Chinese

concerns. China overrides Indian interests almost as

a routine exercise. India for its part should not be
over-deferential to China. It has significant strategic

opportunities in the present geopolitical scenario.

New Delhi should try to move centre stage instead
of sitting on the fence. That should win greater respect

from King Xi's Beijing.
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Lucrastive human hair trade

The sheen and luster
ofIndian hair makes it a
topfavourite in the
fashioncentres of the world.
It isconsidered second only
toltalian hair in quality.In fact,
before the arrivalof synthetic
wigs in themarket recently,
Indian hairenjoyed some sort
ofmonopoly. In 1981-
82exports of Indian hair
reachedan all time high of Rs.
8.55million. It has since
taperedoff and the last year's
exportstood at Rs. 3.15
millions,Synthetic hair has
proved tobe more durable
and is nowbeing preferred in
theexorbitant fashion markets
ofthe United States
andEurope.The bulk of
Indian humanhair comes from
the southernparts of the
country,especially from the
templetown and abode of

LordVenkateshwara in
AndhraPradesh Tirupati.
Millions ofdevotees of
LordVenkataeshwara shave
offtheir heads on the
fulfillmentof their vows.In
some of the SouthIndian
temples, maledevotees can
pay theirobeisance only
after theyhave undergone
tonsuriug.North India also
hasreligious practices
calling fortonsuring before
certainrituals but more
devoteesoffer hair to the
holy rivers.Thanks to the
practice inthe south, a
boomingbusiness network
hasdeveloped in the
Tirupatishrines, the abode
of thegods. Tirumala is
thetonsuring centre
andTirupati, about 25 kms
downthe road, hoists the
famousauction hall.

China’s socialist path baffles western media

Marxism with fresh edge 1s
the toast of leadership

Nearly 30 years ago, the
“death of communism” was
announced following the
collapse of the Soviet Union
and the fall of the Berlin
Wall. In the much-quoted
words of the right-wing
commentator Francis
Fukuyama, it was “the end
of history,” marked “the end
point of mankind’s
ideological evolution and
the universalization of
Western liberal democracy
as the final form of human
government.” Now it
appears that, maybe after all,
just like the great anti-
imperialist writer Mark
Twain, reports of
communism’s demise have
been greatly exaggerated.

Last month’s 19th
congress of the Communist
Party of China provoked a
wave of reluctant second
opinions, with the corpse
declared to be in
dangerously rude health. A
Washington Post columnist
expressed the anxiety of the
Beltway liberals by talking
of “Xi Jinping’s quest to
revive Stalin’s communist
ideology.” The bipartisan
journal Foreign Affairs
warned ominously of the
“The Bolsheviks in
Beijing—What the Chinese
Communists Learned from
Lenin.” Socially concerned
Guardian readers were told
that “Xi Jinping’s Leninist
quest for a dynasty inspires
congressional love-in,” and
BBC blogs talked of China’s
“unreformed Leninist
political system.”

It is an especially anxious
time for North Atlanticist
liberals and social
democrats in Britain. The
two once sturdy pillars
supporting their beliefs, a
U.S.-led NATO and a market-
led European Union, have
never looked shakier. The
Guardian’s Martin Kettle, the
offspring  of  British
communist intellectuals and
who briefly held a CP card
himself, offered a comment
piece that was typical in its
bleak perspective.
Headlined “We are
obsessed with Brexit and
Trump: We should be
thinking about China,”
Kettle sketched out his
modern version of the
Zhdanov Doctrine—a world
divided neatly into two
camps. “The competition
between the liberal
democracies and the
socialist authoritarians is
not yet a new cold war. But
the rivalry will redefine the
next 30 years, whether any
of us likes it or not.” And
Kettle does not like it. Not
one bit.

By Kenny Coyle

Liberal democracy is
essentially a polite
euphemism for capitalism
and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping’s vision of socialist
modernization is, as Kettle
rightly notes, at odds with
it. “The New York Times
calculates that he [Xi] used
the word ‘market’ only 19
times in the speech,
compared with 51 times by
Jiang Zemin at the 1997
party congress. All that may
be music to Jeremy Corbyn’s
ears,” Kettle wrote, adding
an obligatory sideswipe at
the British Labour leader.
Western commentators
have frequently got China
wrong because of their
inability to appreciate that,
far from acting as window-

dressing, Marxism has
remained an important
component of Chinese

political thinking.

very different perspective,
and, had their views been
acknowledged, Xi
Jinping’s emphasis on
defending and developing
Marxism would have come
as less of a shock. Tied in
with the 19th party
congress, China’s media,
including international
television news network
CGTN, the multi-edition
newspaper China Daily
and its more combative
counterpart Global Times,
have provided platforms
for discussions on the
contemporary relevance of
Marxism. These offer a
glimpse for those outside
China into the much
broader debate in the
Chinese-language mass
media.

Substantial resources
have also been invested in

Next year, to coincide with the 200th
anniversary of Karl Marx’s birth,
Peking University in Beijing will
hold the 2nd World Congress on
Marxism on May 5-6. Around 300
academics will gather to discuss

Marxism in the 21st century and its

development in China.

They have also
misunderstood China—and
other places in the world,
too, of course—by their own
conceits that capitalism is
the only conceivable social
system and that “liberal
democracy,” assuming there
is a common understanding
of the term, is its natural
political form. This is a
paradigm that many media

commentators and
academics in the West
simply  cannot  bring

themselves to question.
Writing in Global Times
recently, Han Zhu of Fudan
University noted that
“gaining insights into the
nature of modern China
needs a clear understanding
of the nation’s historical
process over the last 40
years... “In sum, the
difference between China’s
development path and the
Western mode lies in
socialism. Socialism with
Chinese characteristics was
the basic feature of the
country’s development.
“For a thorough
understanding of China,
one must learn much about
this country’s socialism.”
Chinese writers have a

promoting Marxism in
academia. All Chinese
universities have some
form of political education,
ranging from classes in the
fundamentals of Marxism
for general students to
sophisticated research
centers specializing in all
aspects of  Marxist-
Leninist theory.

At Sichuan University
in Chengdu in south-west
China, for example, the
campus Marxism School
organizes a series of
programs such as “Basic
Principles of Marxism,”
“Mao Zedong Thought
and Introduction to the
Theory of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics,”
as well as offering full
doctorate programs in
Marxism. In the case of
general political education,
students are introduced to
the traditional communist
canon of Marx, Engels, and
Lenin, with Stalin often
included, along with the
theories associated with
Chinese leaders such as
Mao Zedong, Deng
Xiaoping, and now, of
course, Xi Jinping too.

However, there are a

large number of research
centers that take a more
heterodox approach to
socialist ideas, such as the
Centre for Contemporary
Marxism in Foreign
Countries at Fudan
University in Shanghai.
The center publishes a
regular journal,
Contemporary Foreign
Marxism Review, which
has included recent
studies on the works of
Perry Anderson, literary
theorist Terry Eagleton,
regular updates on the
status of British Marxism,
as well as critical reviews
of Slavoj Zizek’s work on
George Lukacs, interviews
with  the  Brazilian
Trotskyist Michael Lowy,
and countless other
topics.

This multi-disciplinary
engagement with such
eclectic currents shows
that far from being a frozen
official dogma, Marxism in
China  continues to
stimulate  intellectual
fascination and
exploration. Interest in
socialist feminism and
eco-socialism is also more
noticeable, and Chinese
scholars are now regular
participants in many
international seminars and
congresses. China has in
turn hosted numerous
gatherings on modern
Marxist trends.

Next year, to coincide
with the 200th anniversary
of Karl Marx’s birth,
Peking University in
Beijing will hold the 2nd
World Congress on
Marxism on May 5-6.
Around 300 academics will
gather to discuss Marxism
in the 21st century and its
development in China. Liu
Zhiqin of Beijing’s Renmin
University wrote recently:
“How Marxism and
socialism would develop
has baffled the
international community
for almost 30 years.

“However, China, with
the fruitful results of its
reform and opening-up
over the last 40 years,
announced to the world
that  Marxism  and
socialism are still an
attractive theoretical guide
and development path,
full of vitality for
developing countries.
“China, through countless
facts, has proven a simple
truth: Adapting Marxism
to a country’s reality is the
most effective guiding
ideology to develop its
politics and economy and
also to modernise its
culture.” (IPA Service)

TOTHE EDITOR

MPSC
Examination!

Editor,

The protest against the
age limit set by MPSC for the
Meghalaya Civil Service
Examination has caught
public attention in the last
few months.But what is more
poignant is the gap between
the current notification which
came out in July this year and
the last MCS exam.When the
notification for the last MCS
exam came out almost ten
years ago, I was still in
college, and like many of my
friends,we missed out on the
golden opportunity to sit for
an examination which should
produce administrators who

under "normal
circumstances" carry the
burden of being agents of
change and economic

growth. And even though I
and a lot of my friends are still
eligible to appear for the exam,
the vibe I am getting from
most of them is that the
drive,the hunger and the
desire to do well in the
examination has evaporated.

What is baffling to many
is the reluctance on the part
of the concerned authorities
to conduct the examination
on a more frequent
basis.Almost all the North
Eastern States now conduct

the examinations annually
thereby ensuring that only
the cream of the crop gets
selected. This in turn will
lead to an administration
with fresh ideas to run the
State. Let's hope that in the
next few years, young
budding aspiring
candidates will not be
denies the opportunity to
be agents of growth and
development for the State
and flexible capable
administrators will be
selected on the basis of
merit alone who we hope
will also be given the
priceless responsibility of
aiding the government in
the art of policy making.
Yours etc.,
Gary Marbaniang,
Via email

Ilusion of
Paradise

Editor,

India boasts of having
one of the largest and
expensive modern
mansions in the world —
second only to the palace
built by the Sultan of
Brunei. That belongs to
none other than the filthy
rich Mukesh Ambani. But
very contrastingly, India
has also often been
disgraced for its maximum

number of citizens who
spend their nights, their
weeks, their months and
years on the open pavement
even in the biting cold of
winter. Yes, the country
bears the burden of the
largest number of poor
people in the world -
approximately 276 million
people who live below
poverty line. What a vast
difference between the
haves — the super-rich, and
the have-nots.

The loot of nation’s
wealth by the “ultra-rich” of
the country had been going
on quietly until the German
newspaper brought out to
the open the details from
Appleby, the Bermuda-
based legal service provider.
Needless to say, for the
ultra-rich, the name of the
game is “tax planning”,
offshore finance, the
creation of off-shore
entities, et al. In the eyes of
our authorities, it is about
“deemed lapses in corporate
governance, alleged fund
diversion, irregularities in
disclosure norms,” and so
on. One wonders, in this
scenario, what is at stake for
the common man?

For the common man, his
humble “paradise” is being
looted; his God-given right
to share his due is throttled.
His children’s chances to
come up in life, if at all there

are any, are choked. His right
to a “fair living” is all a farce
because the very means of
his life is plundered by a few
ultra-rich. His opportunities
to grow and shine are just
stunted in every respect. On
a wider outlook, at the
national level, the country’s
wealth is burgled and robbed.
Then who are these
plunderers?

There are more than 700 of
them from our country in the
recently disclosed list of
Paradise  papers. The
disclosure is still incomplete.
Very funnily, these names
include persons, who the
common man relies on,
worships, holds in high
esteem and vows to give his
life for. Film star Amitabh
Bachchan, who is often seen
as a super role model and
worshipped too, Union
Minister of State Jayant
Sinha, BJP Rajya Sabha M.P,,
R.K. Sinha, Corporate tycoon
Vijay Mallya, Corporate
lobbyist Niira Radia, Harsha
Moily, son of former UPA
Minister Veerappa Moily,
Bollywood actor Sanjay
Dutt’s wife Dilnashin, son of
former UPA powerhouse and
Central Minister P.
Chidambaram, former Union
Minister Sachin Pilot, and
several others who are the

who’s who of India’s
Corporate world, politics,
and other fields.

Interestingly, even Queen
Elizabeth of Great Britain,
Lord Ashcroft, the most
prominent British
politician, U.S. Commerce
Secretary, Wilbur Ross,
Shakira, Madonna and
notoriously  disgraced
Harvey Weinstein, (for his
sexual wrongdoings) and
so on and so forth.

In spite of strict
regulations in every
country, it would be

interesting to know how

these celebrities,
politicians, multinationals,
and the ultra-rich

individuals are doing it. 'm
not wrong that rules in
every country have built-
in loopholes. In other
words, rules of every
country have provided
loopholes for the cunning
and crafty to circumvent
them. And we have got
them in abundance. The
very fact that our country
ranks 19th out of 180
countries in Paradise
papers is certainly not
something that we can
cheer about. The wealthy
form shell companies,
“foundations”, and
“trusts” as a cover to hide
their money from tax
authorities. They form
“offshore” accounts that
are handled by law firms
specializing in these
“offshore’ investments. To

the world, their forceful
argument is “offshore”
banking which is legal.
But, this is practiced by
only the ultra-rich to
evade tax. They take
advantage of the legal

loop-holes by taking
shelter under the tax
treaties of our
Government.

The trillion dollar
question here is whether
they will ever be able to
"use" that wealth in their
lifetimes? I don’t think it’s
possible in the practical
world. They can’t even
see, touch and feel the
wealth they have once
dispatched. They might
not “use” it at all even
after 500 years -- if they
ever could live. Because
these super-rich people
already have mountains of
wealth which are in their
various kind of treasury
vaults within their own
countries. The offshore
money is only in the
‘Paradise papers’. Is
Paradise not an illusion
then?

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Shadows cast by
cherry blossoms

By Janet Moore Hujon

“By celebrating the
Cherry Blossom we are
celebrating nature”. So said
Clement Marak, (Minister of
Forests and Environment),
when he inaugurated the
2017 Cherry Blossom
Festival in Meghalaya.
Taken in isolation, who
would argue with his
statement? After all isn’t the
minister telling us that the
cherry blossom is but one
of the wonders of Nature we
must celebrate? But was
that what he really meant?
Set against the fiasco of the
non-appearance of the
cherry blossoms,the
minister’s words can only be
seen as a hastily dreamed up
homily to justify the
considerable government
revenue spent on a single
event.

A Meghalaya in physical
and moral decline needs
tender, loving constant care
not a brief dazzle of hype to
‘showcase the cultural and
natural resources of the

our homeland. He marvels
but not with anyintention to
exploit but simply to
encourage respect, and all
his work has been carried
out without any fanfare.
Work like his is of extreme
importance and should be
given due and urgent
recognition. Itdeeply
concerns me that most of the
people he acknowledges as
sources of information, are
no longer alive. So had it
not been for Bah So their
wisdom would have died
with them. What more proof
do we need to grasp the
tenuous nature of our
disappearing world?

As Meghalaya teeters on
the brink as she has done
for so many years, we need
to think clearly about a
radical change. It has been
patently clear for decades
that the old guard does not
care and the electorate must
learn to live without them.
You can only do this by

The old nudge-nudge-wink-wink style
of functioning has got to be recognized
as morally polluting trash and
accordingly dealt with. Then maybe
grassroots Meghalaya might have a
look in. Maybe the Bah Sos of this
world will receive the patronage they
deserve. Maybe the selfless, inclusive
initiative of the Kali Kit Kotproject
will receive a boost.

state’ — as that overworked
and overused phrase keeps
telling us. I despair at this
easy adoption of cliché and
jargon. If all we ever do is
borrow readymade phrases
and ideas then it must mean
that we cannot think for
ourselves or speak with our
own voice or,far worse, that
we are afraid to believe we
can be original. If only we
really did seeand feelthe
natural wonder laid out for
us we would continually
revere nature adding a
deeper dimension to the
ritual of celebration.
Fortunately, there is one
person who does just that.
His name is Bah So
Khongsit— a gentle folk
hero if ever there was one.
Look no further if you want
to know the meaning of the

expression ‘Labour of
Love’. For years he has
celebrated the diverse

wonder of our homeland
with the help of other like-
minded custodians of the
environment. He is the
author of several books in
Khasi on indigenous
flowers, trees, birds and the
local traditions of weaving,
dyeing and beekeeping. As
naturalist, ecologist and
poet he undoubtedly holds
the distinction of being the
ideal mentor for our
beleaguered times.

From the way he writes it
is obvious that his
effortsaresolely moved by
an intense love for his
homelandand the strength
of his self-belief — one
nourishes the other. Here is
someone who closely
observes the inter-
dependence of life in these
hills and is pained by the
steady defacement and theft
of what supports this
relationship.In his foreword
to his book on the birds of
the Khasi Hills hepens a
stark warning against the
willful neglect and
destruction of the natural
world. It is only by
safeguarding the forest’s
wealth, he says, can we
truly claim to love our land.

Needless to say I do not
question or doubt Bah So’s
integrity as I do the
government’s.  This is
because Bah So is not into
mere ‘showcasing’. Unlike
those in power he does not
just talk about ‘cultural and
natural resources’ and
‘biodiversity hotspots’ he
chronicles and explains
them underscoring the
critical significance of
preserving this great
museum of diversity that is

asking yourself the most
probing and uncomfortable
questions such as why do I
elect this person to represent
me? Does s/he have a vision
for the whole state or does
s/he not look beyond the
comfort of his or her own
zone? The people you elect
will not only reflect the
answers to your questions
but more importantly will tell
you a great deal about
yourself. Are you willing
and happy to then live in
peace with the self you see
in front of you? Be true to
yourself and your
representatives will be true

to you.
The old nudge-nudge-
wink-wink style of

functioning has got to be
recognized as morally
polluting  trash and
accordingly dealt with.
Then maybe grassroots
Meghalaya might have a
look in. Maybe the Bah Sos
of this world will receive the
patronage they deserve.
Maybe the selfless,
inclusive initiative of the
Kali Kit Kotproject will
receive a boost. Maybe
there will be a shift in focus
from the money-haloed
capital to the quiet corners
of villages. Maybe our trees
will not be stripped of wild
orchids as a desperate
means to earn a living.
Maybe the majesty of our
pines will be evoked and the
grace of the utilitarian
bamboo cherished. Maybe
artists, weavers, cane and
wood workers will be
recognized as repositories of
ancient skills in their own
right instead of being trotted
out from time to time by an
administration keen to show
the rest of the world it is so
in touch with its own culture.
Forget the clamour
That trademark of
festivals
Move away from the
din
Making us deaf to the
pain
Of a long-suffering
land

Pause look listen
Perchance you will
stumble
Upon some quiet
delight
And like the ancient
haiku master
You will catch your
breath
To softly wonder

Violets
how precious on
a mountain path

(Basho)
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“A modern democracy is a tyranny whos
borders are undefined; one discovers hg
far one can go only by traveling in a
straight line until one is stopped.”

--- Bruce Barton
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BASIC on climate

Vol No: LX No.96

AT atime when India is under severe attack frqiy

the Press in the US and the UK for the overhan
cloud of pollution affecting its capital, Delhi, t
constructive deliberations held in Bonn by BAS
Brazil, South Africa, India and China are m
welcome. BASIC has resolved to take up all crit
issues like access to finance and technology it
last few days of the UN Climate Conferer
(COP23). That will help enable implementatior
the historic Paris Agreement in 201
Representatives of the four nations unaligned
the issue of free 2020 actions should be given g
treatment at COP23. They demanded that the
be included in the agenda of the ongoing conferg
COP23 should give clarity in the design of |
facilitative dialogue in 2018. The BASIC also urd
the developed countries to take the lead tow
closing the ambition gap so as to avoid transfer
the burden to developing countries from the
2020 to the post 2020 period. The pre 2
actions are mandated for only rich nations un
the Kyoto Protocol. The post 2020 actions un
the Paris Agreement are meant for all countrig

keeping with their voluntarily stated goals in theorth Eastern Region is

global deal.

At the high level segment, which began
Wednesday had German chancellor Angela Mg
and French President Emmanuel Mac
progressing towards a political approach regar
a collective stand of developing countries for
implementation of the Paris Agreement. Howe
it remains to be seen how the Paris Agreemen
be actualised as US President Donald Trump
pulled the US, the most unreliable develof
country in this sphere, out of the Paris treaty sa
its country has been ‘conned'.
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Engineers want more say
in administration

t e@mection with mainland

Murder in School & _ChiIdAl?use
Coarse correction vital

By Dr. S Saraswathi

A shocking incident of a murderer(s) with  no
teenage murder two monthsonsideration of his/their
-@g0 at a school in Gurugramage.

(N the NCR has added Juvenile activists who are
Hurgency to deal with juvenile relentlessly — advocating
rime and justice which areextra humane treatment for

.North Eastern Tribals and
the Indian Mainstream

apprehensions that sin

colonial rule that an entity the tribals of North Eas
called'British India’ which culture cannot be thejf ¢ . Ln?tlarawat\'/gs eefcrzlpc;gs atrp]
i i ; MEif they try to convince cultu I S
Pakistan And rgsair§|$ré‘fa'§ﬁna'nstream because Hindipem that they are Superioborders, serious securitpecoming important aspectsyoung offenders of even the
me into existence.TheSociety itself needs t0peings in spite of abjectproblems may arise if the of children welfare and most heinous crimes might
itish India was Gandhi’'s Undergo drastic changes tgoyerty and injustices,activities “are  no adolescents. The arrest of geek application of special
gﬁﬁ am of an independenStablish a casteless ang,st pecause they are boreffectively monitored, angClass Xl 16-year old studentjuvenile justice in the event
\dndia, while the present IndiaClassless society with justicein g superior caste. Culturahence, Tequired to bir knifing a Class Il 7-year of exposure of juvenile crime
was created according tg@d €quality as prescribed byyrgtection is prescribed inheavily militarized.So old boy along-\évlth agothﬁ_rm this ghastly incident.
(hountbatten’s Plan which the Constitution.Till today the Constitution for the national security could bg?%Y su|§pect(re] to g h's Both have valid points in
effected the division of the reference is still made to thecjtyral minorities, but the main concern, while&ccomplice in the crime by thetheir favour but whether any

D8kiti ia i effect that every Indian is agconomic protection is thedevelopment of theCB! has sent shockwaves. of them come to the rescue
gh:%siﬂiolnnsqlalggitg t;VnOd member of a CaSte-Theprerogati\?e of the poorRegionpis only an entry-. Interestingly, the CBI's of vulnerable children or
Clﬁgkistan on 15th August,Process of integration whichmajority regardless ofpoint. findings are different from the reform delinquent
1i{ﬁgndependent Pakista
d

It was only during the

By FabianLyngdoh

: , we should follow is the : The North Easterm€arlier police investigationsadolescents in society are
- Mr. Jinnah's dream 0];p_rinciple “of‘unity in fcg}fﬁ?érr,ﬁcﬁéﬁg?;'Tgﬁzﬁdieskegion requires basigVnich put the blame on theopen to debate. _
t would include the wholediVersity’ with justice and the  tenet of oursocio-economigschool bus  conductor, “importantly, a vital
of Bengal and Assam in the€quality. Each group must begonstitutional justice. Justinfrastructural eﬁgl:gpsulatllngbthe mxrdehr aamendment to the Juvenile
ghst and the Punjab in thdntégrated into the commonpecause a minority sectiordevelopment to pave t é:ﬁ' sexual apuse. As esla@ustlce Act has reduced the
est also did not Political economywith the of the upper castes in thevay forlocal capacitieg?!clCes aré COMMON, peoplgge for trying a minor as an
aaterialise. So, in truth, theldeals of the Constitution asHindy  society ~ are and capabilities for thgPelieved the police. adult for serious crimes from
ja we have today is athe cultural mainstream.  hrosperous and in controregion’s  sustainable. Prttelllmtl.nary | g‘?r: 18 to 16 years.
ern historical entity _'Nere are many academ|c£f academic, political anddevelopment.The tribe rp]ves 'tg%'ont,s reve?e f aPhilippines ~Government
igh is still struggling to and intellectuals from the gconomic powers, andprefer to be in India and "€ ds udents motve ﬂrtrled to push a law in 2016 to
leve its constitutionalMainland who have a clearhence, constitute thedefend India than with anymurder. was to get t e%O\_Ne_f the minimum age of
Joeals. concept of the tribals’ 5qvanced section of theother country; what thej/€x@minations postponed anGyiminal responsibility from
Before the advent of thesituations and the issue Ofingian society, it does notdread is that people fro he scheduled parent-teachefs to 9 in a bid to track drug
ro@ish rule, the various National integration. But mean that the majorityother parts of India might,M€&ting _cancelled. yraffickers who were using
tribes in North East Indiathere are also those whgyopylation of Hindus arein the  name o Undoubtedly, this is not only oung boys as narcotic
lRd their own well-defined S€em to take overcharge aﬁggducated, rich, developedlevelopment, squee dd and perverse but reflecty.oriers. So serious is the
nic identities and culturalth® British colonists and ang free from inequalitiesthrough  the  narro fl- prepared students state ofop|em of child
ﬁ]undaries, though theircontinue to view the tribals anq injustice. corridor andsuffocate the ,mlndhto fa}c%'examlnatlons Ofyulnerability that children in
jeJditorial boundaries could@S exotic primitive and ~ The tribals of North minds and hearts witht€ac ersAl wec;]t repocgt Oschools and out of schools
ave changed from onePackward beings whosegast India had alreadyoppressive and stratifi Ooar\]rents. hso,bt ehm(ler €r€Thecome easy targets of
rgperation  to anothervalue lie only as objects of|noked to the east and teultures; andtheir lands eogée(jrtoec:on?h't g1e g‘r?mgcr!mes and suitable shield for
actording to their migratory academic study and elites'the south and conductedvhich they consider awitr?a knife ! IMEeriminals.
ps€upations and existential, " t € 1 1 e ¢ t ual iaditional trades with thelegacies ~from  theif ™R8 KTe 4 it Yet another feature of
iscussions.Perhaps theyeighbouring people inancestors, might b If the murder s proved, it ig capital lawlessness is the

counters. These tribe ; ;
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Hurdles in the speedystatus and pay o
implementation of Secretaries of Ministry, i
engineering projects and howwas felt. The decision
can such delay be besthe Govt of Meghalaya t
remedies are the main topicgive Special Secretar

being deliberated at the firststatus to an engineer in theén

ever Annual GeneralP.W.D. was greatly
Conference of the appreciated.
Meghalaya Engineering Minister for Commercg

Service Association at theand Industry Mr Upsta
State Central Library, Shillong Kharbuli who was the Chig
on Friday and Saturday. guest prised the role of th
The causes and effects ogngineers in the
this delay has to bedevelopment of the Stats
considered the context ofand agreed that technic
geo-political and climatic experts should also b
conditions, according to Drinvolved in the
R N Hazarika who introducedadministration of certair
the theme of the conferencedepartment. Mr O L
at the inaugural sessionNongtdu Minister for
Among the factors PWD, who charred th
responsible for the delay arefunction said that the
non-availability of engineers should think i
construction materials, terms of building
failure on the part of the earthquake resistar
contractor, climatic factors structures and hoped th
(heat-rain-sub zero cold-the general conferenc
epidemic in labour camps),would not only mean th
and socio-political factors exchange of technica
like strikes, agitations, knowledge but alsg
student unrest. This isprovide an opportunity tc
responsible in the escalatiorthe visiting engineers t
of project costs, loss ofknow the culture, nature ar
revenue, blocking of capitalproblems of the people i
and loss in terms of interestthe state.
payments on loans. Earlier, in this address
The main thrust of the President of the MESA M
speakers at the inauguraE R Passah said that t
function however, was thestatus, responsibility, dut
demand for greater accountability and the rol
responsibility to be given toof the engineers wer
the engineers in greatly felt by the leade

administration of various of the Nation and appeal &

departments. Most of theto all engineers to work wit
speakers flayed the presenthe spirit of dedication an
system of administrationpersonal involvement i
which was geared to theevery task. Among thos
interests of the bureaucratswho spoke were Chairm
who were non-technical t theof NEEPCO, Mr S N Phuka
cost of highly qualified Chairman of India
technical persons. Highly Engineers Federation Ca
qualified engineers, who aresingh, and representativ
responsible for literally from various Engineerin

building up the nation can Association in the East a
rarely hope to achieve theNorth East.

pffences against children orHowever, murder cases in

India have agreed tothere than among the tribals In  the  Chinese because it is a glaring fagP!" chools, that too by a
constitute India into ain the North East India. aggression in 1962, thethat they are very muc hlldh_aﬁushel.d such offenceslsuven"e ‘are mostly unhYaard
“Sovereign, Socialist, There are people amongChinese troops hadcloser to China ang/n W 'Ct chi _rendare wgtlmseo. '

S e c u |l a r , thetrbals who are as rich asadvanced up to Tezpur andyanmar than India opar€ categornzed as Lnme=: = gun culture is

Against Children. The Indian : ! .
enal Code and Local andoreign to students in India.
pecial Laws specifically In the US its Department of

Democratic,Republic.’ people in the mainland, andindia was clearly on thethat count. At present,
These are the ideals of théhere are tribals who are asiefensive.hOulrhte(?chlgr in_tgerie is n(% establish 9;
ainstream to which noteducated as the educateg@rimary school had told usldeal mainstream even . . : :
only the tribals, but all Brahmins. But there could bethat Prime Minister, Panditthe mainland India.Themention 20 offences in Wh'ChE%’Ssatﬂ%”p%%ﬂsﬁgaagmﬁgﬁ
Indians  should  be families among the HinduNehru had  morally Indian mainstream whicpchildren are victims. report on school crimes and
integrated. Since India is asociety who are poorer thansurrendered, and hadll communities in Indig _According to reports, the safety of students covering
| multi-cultural society, the the poorest tribals. The highgiven the farewell messagéave to be integrated |elhi police receive about 2072~ ©. %=~ & X2 1
concept of unity does notcaste elites and economicallyio the people of North Easprescribed  in thecalls every day pertaining tore @ Ss - v B8 Bt s
f presume the existence of aowerful would do injustice India  through  the Constitution which we still fights breaking out inside Orcc;ndi}{ions fiy htg’ Weanons
emonolithic culture.Hindu to their fellow caste membersradio.There are alsohave to achieve. around schools involving » 1ghts, weapons,

3 hot-headed students an@nd use of drugs and
TO THE EDITOR
A

drop-outs on an averagealcohol. ,
Further, many offences A similar data covering
e Teachers Dress caused a riot in the streetspeputy Commissioner was A huge establishmen
Code Colleges should not waste s¢ot available during thein the form of IBDLP and

against  children go child abuse cases in our
much time in petty things butfie|d visits. agencies under it create|

D

unreported to avoid public Schools might be useful for
gaze and gossip, irksomdmproving our school
tholice questions and escap&nvironment from the point

Editor, instead do something useful The state has nojust to re- employ|stigma attached to victimsOf student safety. Children
What is a teacher’s dresiK® working salary hikes, scarcity of Additional Chief sycophants and divertparticularly in regard to sexualand youth are exposed to
code? Can  someon 'ﬁ'ﬂjgeg‘tﬁs btrooill(gtns ﬂlg)srgvlinditgg Secretaries, which isdevelopment budgets ofoffences. What comes out ar&/arious good and bad

imostly cases of murder andnfluences pervading across
pabduction of boys. society. Consequently, it
Pertinently, child abuse ishas become an urgent task
considered as a social0 harness adolescent and
sproblem only in recent yearsyOUth energy Into
though child maltreatment isconstructive thinking and

- <!'1Y unique to Meghalaya, butother Departments an
e students with the facilities, here were they during thewhat is the end result

L%”}l(i)sreﬁeg\‘/égg g;g:pfgg'_lﬁlisit of the Committee? Maybe the Chief Minister
generation where women ar LIFE, CHILL OUT AND Absence of all these topwill explain 'in his typical

gtill fighting for ,, officials points to the fact extempore which make
@mancipation and gende'r_lAvE SOME FUN'. that this was an intentionalthe entire crowd in the

enlighten me on what thet
nexact dress code of a lad
teacher in a college is? In

; Yours etc. i icaisocially productive activities
Lequality and also when so . ' act at the behest of theAssembly to go to sleep|,not a modern crime. Physica
'mquch yof discussion on Name W'trrlgelgecs’? highest power in the StateToday, )r/mbogdy in thg punishment of Chlldren"nqwgsr%n?scﬁ?mvgga;mtjhlequsgx\i/gly
omen’s Empowerment and q Govt. Can we as a StateState Government|shunned by most societie

was common in ancient times Pehaviour. .
{infanticide, abolished by law A child’s murder is an
in India, was practised inextreme form of child abuse
many other countries like COmmitted more by adults
Australia, China, Africa, and than children or youth. If it
[France to get rid of is a planned murder, its
handicapped and unhealthy@ravity is more than an
children. unplanned kill caused by
Certainly, there is nosudden provocation. If
dearth of a national policyjuvenile(s) are involved in
and laws for the protectionthe crime it is more
and welfare of children. But,dangerous for children’s
"they have not been effectivefuture safety in schools.
in curbing child victimization  Notably, physical
with the result that we todayharassment of children for
face cases of crimes agains#isciplining them at home
2 children by children. and in schools goes on as a
2 Questionably, are we matter of rights of parents
lgoing to deal with the @nd school authorities.
Gurugram child murder caseClearly, a lot of changes are
2from the angle of crime required in our relationship
against children or as awith children. For, they
juvenile delinquent eligible cannot defend themselves
for special treatment? Child@nd depend on healthy
activists and people with parenting, protective school

take such an arrogant andninisters or bureaucrat
insulting stand? Are we can stand up to the Chie
not ashamed that todayMinister even if he is
Meghalaya is amongst thewrong. He has

laggard states, almost lastictatorial and know-all

Feminism is happening all
over the world.. Women’s

(follege is busy feuding WithWi” VOterS |earn
e

alousy and utter sarcasm
any lessons?
even amongst the north-and arrogant attitude an

towards the daily attire of the
lady faculty despite it being
an all women’s institution.  Editor, eastern states and wenybody differing is either
rOnly a fool would fail to  Recently a ParliamentaryProject only pride and transferred or booted out.
anderstand deep withinCommittee visited the State fc@frogance? This Unfortunately the state is
oneself the decency andeview the ruradevelopment government under Mukulleft with a bureaucracy
odesty of carrying oneselfvorks in the State of Sangma has brought thewhich is totally lethargic
s a teacher. This particulageghalaya. This is a High-State to its knees. Only lipand a disgrace to th
institution instead shouldpowered Committee Service and big dreams buservice and only
cus more on the academigomposed of MPs and othehothing in the ground. Soconcerned with a plusk
growth of the students andhigh ranking officials. many study trips abroadassignment after
the faculty and other verySurprisingly the State teamwith big teams but at theretirement. Let us hopg
important matters because atas headed by a juniorend of the term only that the citizens judge th
present it also fails to provideSecretary level officer in thedistributing chicken and present governmen
tudents with the basiomeeting, One wondersbamboo saplings! Lookconsidering their
rcomputer facility due to thewhether this was a deliberat@round. Streets are filledperformance and the
expiry of MS Word software attempt  to insult the with hawkers, teachers upnumber of scams whilg
for over a year now, that toaCommittee since there is a BJPn arms, health sector incasting their votes during
in the college library, leaveled government in the centredoldrums, road conditionthe upcoming state
glone its lab. The point oneOne also wonders where thgathetic, ministers riddled elections.

is trying to make here is thatChief Secretary or thein scams, no new job Yours etc., | school-age children will €nvironment ~ ~  and
(g teacher does not have tédditional Chief Secretariesopportunities for the future B. Syiem | naturally demand severe€qualitarian administration
e told this except if it haswere. It seems even thegeneration etc. Shillong-3 | punishment ~ for  the Of institutions. - INFA
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“The price of success is hard work,
dedication to the job at hand, and the
determination that whether we win or lose,
we have applied the best of ourselves to
the task at hand. ”

--- Vince Lombardi
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Indian students in US
THE US has shown greater pliability recently in

sharing strategic concerns with India. But that does
not apply to the field of knowledge. The craze for

British University education in the past has in recent

years been outpaced by growing interest among
Indians in studies in the US. But the trend has now

been stemmed. Unfair barriers have been raised

against the entry of Indian students. The latest Open
Doors survey by the Institute of International

Education shows that the percentage of increase in

fresh enrolments by Indians halved in 2016-17 to
12.3% from almost 25% in the previous year. Indians

constitute the second largest community of foreign

students in the US in per capita terms. But they have
now descended to the bottom. China has doubled

the number of students in the US and South Korea

comes third. There is evidence to prove that US

universities are pursuing a policy of racial balancing

and campus diversity at the expense of Indian and

other Asian students. Indian students require to have
more SAT points for admission to Harvard
University, the most desired destination, than Whites,
Hispanics and Blacks. That means there is need for
a higher proficiency requirement for Indians to get

admission to Harvard University. The command of

English that Indians have is not considered an
advantage. No importance is attached to the fact
that Indians contribute 17% of the total earnings from
overseas students at US universities. In fact, they
are willing to contribute even a higher percentage.

The bias against Indian students is difficult to

understand. US universities have on their faculty such
eminent teachers as Jagdish Bhagwati, Pranab
Bardhan and Raghuram Rajan. It had Nobel
Laureate Amartya Sen teaching at Harvard and
Berkeley. Indian techs are highly rated in Silicon

Valley and in other parts of the US. India's
liberalisation in 1991 brought it closer to the US
economy and the Indo-US nuclear energy deal has

further strengthened ties. One wonders if the

restriction on the admission of Indian students to US

universities is due to the fear of their putting pressure

on indigenous employment. But that will be a disaster

for globalisation of knowledge.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

Rajiv must intervene

About three dozen lives
have been lost during the
five days of the Bodo bandh
just over. The number
matches with the AASU
agitation in Assam, not
counting of course, the
Great Killing perpetrated in
one single holocaust at
Nellie in the Nowgong
suburbs during the closing
year of that fateful agitation.
A similar holocaust in the
case of the Bodo agitation

may not be ruled out, since
it resembles the AASU
model even limits minutes
details. The Bodo stir seems
to have attained even
greater depth because of the
limited extent it is spread
over in terms of
geographical coverage; the
intensity of it has therefore
been inevitably more than
what the AASU stir could
generate.

This week I want to focus
on the cash for job scam in
Assam. Also I would like to
share with readers that our
story with a dateline from
West Khasi Hills where job
seekers alleged that non-
official members (political
appointees) in the District
Selection Committees (DSC)
and the Meghalaya Public
Service Commission
(MPSC) very often pad up
the marks of the candidates
of their choice during the
personal interview even
when they have fared badly
in their written
examinations. Those who
spoke to our correspondent
did so, on condition of
anonymity since they were
still job seekers and feared
that they might be
victimised if their names
were known. This report,
instead of being taken in the
right spirit, resulted instead
in a knee jerk reaction from
the Chairman, MPSC who
served a legal notice on the
editor and publisher of this
newspaper. Indeed this is
the modus  operandi
adopted by government
officials and politicians
when they are criticised for
failing in their duties. They
believe that by intimidating
the media they would be
able to carry on with the

anomalies in their
respective departments.
Considering  that the
Education Scam that
deprived meritorious

candidates of their jobs
while those with political
clout were appointed, is yet
to be decided by the High
Court, let us not assume that
IN Meghalaya everything is
alright with the MPSC and
DSC. While the present
Chairperson of the MPSC
has tried to bring in several
changes to make the system
more transparent, there have
been several allegations of
wrongdoings by those who
held this august post in the
past. So when the MPSC is
called to account its past
misdemeanours cannot be
brushed aside.

I am sure most job
seekers here are keenly
following the cash for job
scam in Assam where the
Assam Public Service
Commission (APSC) has
been hung dry. Last week
the Assam Police arrested
17 people who paid for their
jobs, which included 11
officers from the Assam
Civil Services (ACS) and
Assam Police Service
(APS). Amongst those
arrested are relatives of
ministers in the present BJP
Government and also the
son of a minister in the
Congress Government of
Tarun Gogoi. In fact a
whistle blower from inside
the Assam Police
Department had brought to
light the scam in its early
stages. Rakesh Paul the
APSC  Chairman  has
accumulated
unprecedented wealth and
owned flats in Guwabhati,
Delhi and Bengaluru. But
the police officer was

By Patricia Mukhim

instead transferred from his
post by the Tarun Gogoi
Government.

In March, 2015, the CBI

wrote to the Assam
Vigilance and  Anti-
Corruption Wing

mentioning large scale
manipulation in APSC’s
recruitment process. The
CBI alleged that Rakesh
Paul the Chairman was
collecting between Rs — 40
lakh from candidates, and
had already amassed
between Rs 20 crore to Rs
40 crore. Even then the
State Government failed to
act. Later, the Krishak
Mukti Sangram Samiti
(KMSS) leader Akhil Gogoi,
approached the Gauhati
High Court seeking enquiry

into  Paul’s alleged
disproportionate wealth,
and into APSC’s

functioning. Thankfully
Gogoi’s petition was
accepted and the High
Court recorded that among
the candidates selected for
the Assam Civil Service in
2013-14, was an ex-
minister’s son, a minister’s
son, a DIG’s son, two
daughters of two MLAs,
and two close relatives of
two  journalists. On
October 15, 2015, the court
ordered a CBI probe into
Paul’s assets, and directed
the state government to set
up an inquiry headed by a
retired  High  Court
(HC)judge and go into the
details of the functioning of
the APSC. But a month later
on November 21, Paul
obtained a stay from the
Supreme Court on the HC’s
order. This stay gave him a
respite until he was
arrested on November 4,
2016.

It was the timely and
strategic action of the
Dibrugarh Police that led to
the arrest of Nabakanta
Patir a  government
engineer while he was
collecting Rs 10 lakh from a
dentist who had applied for
a job in the APSC. Patir and
two others, Basanta Kumar
Doley and Samedur
Rahman were engaged to
send out feelers to
candidates who were
willing to pay money for a
job. It was then that
Rahman, Paul and Doley
were arrested, and so were
Rahman’s personal security
officer and an assistant
controller of exams in the
APSC. By November 2016,
altogether 11 people were
arrested.

In June 2017, the
Dibrugarh Additional SP,
Surjit Singh Panesar seized
the answer scripts of all 241
candidates who had been
successful in the 2013 APSC
exams, and gave a
handwriting test to 25
candidates who had by
then completed their
training and taken up posts
in the districts. What the
police found was what they
suspected. The
handwriting samples did

not match with the APSC
exam  answer  scripts.
Evidently each of these
officers paid between Rs 15
and Rs 30 lakh for their jobs.

How  Rakesh  Paul
ingratiated himself with the
Tarun Gogoi government
and how he managed to
become the APSC Chairman
is a story of political
collusion at the highest
levels. In 2008, during Tarun
Gogoi’s second term, Paul
was appointed member of
the APSC. In 2013, he was
appointed acting chairman
and, within a few days he
asked Chief Minister, Tarun
Gogoi to make him full-
fledged Chairman. This
appointment violated all
moral and ethical
considerations since Paul
had 11 years of service (five
years as member and six
years as Chairman) thereby
allowing him to manipulate
his way through for all those
11 years. A senior official of
the Personnel Department
pointed out this irregularity
but the warning was ignored
and Paul was confirmed in
December 2013.

Thankfully, Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal has acted quickly
after his Government came to
power in May 2016. Now
police are compelled to act.
They have seized 1212
answer sheets of candidates
who were appointed in 2015
and 1080 of those appointed
in 2016. This has happened
because some people chose
to blow the whistle. Does
anyone in Meghalaya have
such courage?

Ironically what happens
instead is that when
governments and those in it
who head various
institutions are called out for
various acts of omission and
commission they seek
protection  under  the
defamation clause of the law.
The attempt is to prevent any
further investigation by
gagging the media.

Insofar as transparency is
concerned the MPSC still
hides behind archaic rules to
get past the RTI Act 2005 in
not allowing examinees to
see their answer scripts. The
MPSC website still has the
following paragraph:

The Right to Information
Act, 2005 came into force on
21st June, 2005 and its
provision extend to all Public
Authorities in the whole of
India except the state of
Jammu & Kashmir. The
Meghalaya Public Service
Commission being a public
authority came under the
purview of the Act. It may be
seen that the Constitutional
responsibilities entrusted
upon  Public  Service
Commissions are of such a
nature that certain aspects of
its work are necessary to be
protected by the law/
principle of “Non
Disclosure”. In accordance
with this principle the
following items of records
are never disclosed and

Gagging the Press
through legal notices

treated as confidential
records (Section 8 (1) (e)
and 8 (1) (j) of the RTT Act,
2005.)

Identity of Question
Setters and Examiners.

Evaluated  Answer
Scripts.

Marks scored in the
Written/Viva Voce Test,
when not requested by a
candidate to whom the
records relate.

Proceeding of Personal
Interview.

Such other kinds of
informations which in the
opinion of the Commission
are likely to undermine its
functioning and render the
system unworkable.

This non-disclosure
clause goes against a
Supreme Court ruling of
February 4, 2016. The apex
court asked the Kerala
Public Service
Commission and Uttar
Pradesh Public Service
Commission to disclose
answer papers and marks
tabulated during the oral
interviews. The Court
maintained that when a
candidate is preparing for
the best career option in
the country, he needs to
know how he performed in
the exam and how his
answer papers have been
evaluated. ‘How will an
exam conducting body
establish transparency
and accountability
without disclosing answer
papers and marks
obtained?

In the same ruling the
Supreme Court said: “So
far as the information
sought for by the
respondents with regard
to the supply of scanned
copies of the answer
sheets of the written test,
copy of the tabulation
sheet and other
information, we are of the
opinion that the view
taken in the impugned
judgment with regard to
the disclosure of these
information, does not
suffer from error of law and
the same is fully justified.
Disclosing the marks and
the answer sheets to the
candidates will ensure that
the candidates have been
given marks according to
their performance in the
exam. This practice will
ensure fair play in this
competitive environment,
where a candidate puts his
time in preparing for the
competitive exams,” the
court observed.”

For a long time the civil
service aspirants have
desired that the exams be
conducted in a
transparent manner where
every candidate knows
what she/he scored and
where she/he faltered. One
hopes the MPSC and
DSCs maintain the highest
norms of transparency and
fairness and reduce the
opportunity for corruption
in this very important area
of employment in the
government sector.

TO THE EDITOR

On the MLA-
LADS!

Editor,

On November 11, 2017, 1
went to visit my adopted
village after a long time and
was surprised with the
developments in the village.
Where there was once a dirt
road, it was now all
blacktopped. Previously in
the rainy seasons, I had to
park my car and travel on
foot for at least 30 mins to
reach my destination as the
road was motorable only on
four-wheel drive but today
one can travel even with a
sedan. I thought the local
MLA had done a
commendable job only to be
corrected later that it was
the MNREGA effect.
Although the local MLA did
chip in here vide the MLA—
LADS, yet I was told that
the MLA-LADS roads
lasted one season while the
MNREGA roads are still
holding up even after two

years and I was easily able
to travel at 40KM/hr with
my hatchback.

On reaching the village I
saw many new CGI sheet
roofs on plots of lands
where it was once all
farmland. I thought the
human population had
exploded, but as it turns out
MNREGA has provided the
village with many new tin
roofs for different
purposes. Most
households in the village
now have their own living
rooms, all sponsored by
MNREGA. Many families
were provided financial
assistance to start farming
activities like poultry,
piggery, silkworm rearing,
etc. A small amount for a
start-up was provided.
Where there is a success
story more funds were
provided for expansion.
Very recently they were also
provided financial
assistance for cattle farming
[and the work for the same
has just started and is

progressing by the looks of
it]. I am hopeful perhaps in
the near future we will be
self-sufficient in livestock
and meat production.

My guess is the
government is working very
hard to motivate people from
the village to not move to the
city where jobs are now
scarce. And this is done by
providing strong financial
assistance and technical
knowhow though various
training, free of cost to the
beneficiaries, in the state
wherever possible and also
many times outside the state
where the training facility is
not available locally. Thanks
to MNREGA, honest
Government officials and the
village authorities who
performed  their  task
diligently. People need to
understand that if they work
to develop their area/locality/
village the ones who will reap
the benefit are their children
and grandchildren and the
future generations that
follow [if, the benefits are not

reaped immediately]. Now
it all depends on the
respective village
authorities and members
concerned to decide on
how the scheme is to be
utilised. I am no expert here
but the general feeling is
villagers now do not need
any more MLAs; all they
need is MNREGA, a clean,
honest BDO and a group
of dedicated, selfless,
honest village authorities.
It is time people stand up
and rise by themselves
and for themselves.

Then on Monday (Nov
13, 2017) your paper
carried HH Mohrmen’s
piece, “Time to do away
with MLA Scheme for a fair
election”. Well, I thought,
this couldn’t come at a
better time. Earlier, I had
heard a story that the
MLA-LADs was
conceptualized in the
abode of the clouds by
none other than the
famous (late) BB Lyngdoh.
This visionary saw that

constituencies whose
representatives are not on
the ruling side or perhaps
who are not privileged with
a cabinet berth lack funds for
much-needed development.
So he conceptualized and
started the MLA-LADs. The
vision was clear, clean and
honest — sharing of funds
for overall development. But
men’s hearts and minds are
easily corrupted. And as in
all cases, the visionary’s
vision and of the ones who
follow them are never in
sync. Somewhere along the
way, as time passes the
vision slowly faded from
people’s minds and went
haywire. The funds were
misused and abused which
perhaps has led to the
corrosion we see today. I
wonder then of what use is
the local MLA if he is not
doing anything for his own
people who elected him.
Sometimes I begin to wonder
who is really against the ‘ri
and the jaitbynriew’ —is it the
‘outsider’ who provides us

with so much opportunity
or the ‘insider’ whom we
so lovingly elected to
represent us, stand for our

rights but has
backstabbed us instead.
I love reading

Mohrmen’s articles, but
this time I beg to differ on
the one point where it is
said that the root cause of
all evil is the MLA-LADs,
for in doing so, the onus

of  corruption and
misdeeds is placed on the
funds rather on the

character of the person
who is its custodian. With
that said, perhaps as every
right-thinking citizen
agrees, the MLA-LADs
should be scrapped. Not
to put too much onus on
our local MLAs, let us just
say that the MLA-LADs
has outlived its
usefulness. As someone
said — the writing on the
wall is “Its time is up”.
Yours etc.,
Pyntngen Nongpluh,
Viaemail

Employment Generation

Forget talk,
action vital

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

Congress Vice President
Rahul Gandhi criticized the
Modi Government’s neglect
of small and medium
enterprises (SME) as the
primary reason for the
looming job crisis recently.
Undoubtedly, not only is
there alarming
unemployment but also a
slow growth rate of these
enterprises. True, the
previous UPA Government
had not done much for this
sector but its condition was
much better then compared
to the present.

Addressing the PHD
Chamber of Commerce Rahul
observed that six crore small,
micro and medium
enterprises, which are the
backbone of the economy,
get very little support. These
SMEs’ are situated in
thousands of clusters
across the country and are
“rich with knowledge and
skill and make up the heart
of our economic legacy”, he
said. Adding that
development and
modernization of these
enterprises are only capable
of meeting the Chinese
challenge in terms of jobs.

Meanwhile, the Centre
for Monitoring Indian
Economy has reported 15
lakh jobs were lost during
January-April 2017 due to
closure of micro and small
enterprises. Notably,
joblessness and lack of
economic opportunities due
to the after effects of
demonetisation have
created this situation.

Former Finance Minister
Congress’s Chidambaram
queried: “Was it ethical to
damage vibrant industrial
hubs like Surat, Bhiwandi,
Moradabad, Agra,
Ludhiana, and Tirpur? Was
it ethical to give an easy way
for converting black money
into white as discovered by
the Government?”

Besides, 45% of bank
loans are going to only 300
companies whereby the
extreme concentration of
bank credit to the top end of
the corporate sector has
begun to border on the
ridiculous. Pointed out
INFC Bank CEO Rajiv Lall,
“the Prime Minister’s
announcements may help
rebalance this by
encouraging loans to small
business where the
framework has already been
created with the help of
payment systems and bank
accounts”.

Agrees Rahul, “all SMEs
get as much credit as the 10
largest businesses even
though this money
generates 30 times more
employment”. However, the
recent bank recapitalization
targets only India’s big
corporate and throws
crumbs to the SMEs who do
not have the power to get
their due from high profile
banks.

Thus, Rahul has rightly
questioned the economic
flawed policy of the Modi
Sarkar. “Why is the
Government treating their
most powerful weapon in

the fight against
unemployment  without
dignity? Why does it

disrespect them and treat
them like thieves?”

Asserting, jargons like
“lab-to-land, organic
farming, real-time data, soil
health card have not been
implemented  as the
Government lacked proper
vision.” Of course, this has
been in the air for more than
a decade without much
effective action. But now the
NDA Government has been
talking more than
implementing action at the
grass-root levels.

The culture of rewarding
and lending support in
various ways to big
businesses has been part of
our planning strategy since
the last two-three decades..
From making land available
at subsidized prices to
environment clearance ---
even if the industry pollutes
the area --- has been going
on for a few years.

Add to this, land for
nursing homes and higher

educational institutions
have been made available in
prime locations at
subsidized rates which are
used only by the rich and
upper middle class due to
very high rates. An example:
Lakhs of people are affected
by dengue in Bengal and
over 100 have already died
as very few visit private
nursing homes and make do
at crowed Government
hospitals.

Sadly, the only concern
of the Government is to
ensure high GDP growth
and not all-round
development which reaches
the lowest tiers of the
population. Also, the ‘Make
in India’ thrust is yet to
become reality coupled with
the wrong mindset of
business houses and lack of
technical expertise in
increasing productivity has
resulted in labour-intensive
industries not prospering
though wages in the
country are still quite low
compared to China and
other Asian countries.

Pertinently, small items
like scissors, nail cutters and
electronic goods are mostly
manufactured in China and
have flooded the Indian
market. Do we not have the
skill or are we incapable in
developing these?

Moreover, even as the
Congress leader was critical
of the NDA Government, it
also did very little to
transform the country’s
planning and development
policy and percolate down
to the block level. There was
very little encouragement to
boosting the manufacturing
spirit of micro and small
enterprises and identifying
items which should be
produced herein and not
allow these being imported.

Indeed, the situation is
alarming with a backlog of
‘surplus  workers’ that
includes under-employment
in all sectors according to
the India Employment
Report 2016 whereby it
exceeded 50 million workers
which does not include
women. Therefore, this is
not because the GDP
growth has come down but
due to the fact that
unemployment and under-
employment has been
increasing and  rural
incomes been stagnant.

Moreover, there 1is
virtual stagnant agriculture
with reports of farmers’
suicides indicating once
again that farming is
becoming an un-
remunerative proposition.
Technical know-how has
been missing, crop losses
are rampant and in most
areas given the irrigation
facilities three crops are not
possible.

Clearly, it is time to
decide whether
manufacturing --- and
subsequent export---- or agri
development and exports
should be our priority,
alternatively whether a
balance of both is
necessary.

Further, there is the social
effect of joblessness
leading the young
generation to anti-social
activities. Already, the NDA
is playing politics with
religion and trying to prove
the superiority of Hinduism
and that India belongs to
Hindus and whatever good
or creative work has been
carried out has been by
them. Caste politics is
rampant which become
violent with groups trying
to assert authority.

In this scenario, there is
every likelihood that
youths, even those
educated, with no jobs
might fall into a trap and get
mislead. Consequently,
activities like armed robbery,
rapes and killing people
might intensify in the
coming years if social and
economic balance in
society is not maintained.

----INFA
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SC upholds creative freedom
THE Supreme Court of India has become the

custodian of the democratic rights of Indian citizens.

On Thursday the apex Court ruled that, “freedom of

speech and expression is sacrosanct and the said

rights should not ordinarily be interfered with by the

courts.” The Supreme Court was hearing a petition
from Nachiketa Walhekar who had sprinkled ink on
Delhi Chief Minister, Arvind Kejriwal in 2013.

Walhekar was objecting to the making of a film on

Arvind Kejriwal where a video clip showing him

throwing ink at Kejriwal is being used in the movie.

His contention is that his case which is now pending

with a lower court could be affected by the visuals.

This judgment comes close on the heels of the

Karni Sena’s aggressive stance against showing the

film Padmavati which stars Deepika Padukone,

Ranveer Singh and Shahid Kapoor. When a trailer

of the film schedule to be released on December 2,

was shown in cinema halls the Karni Sena chose to

vandalise the cinema halls. Sanjay Leela Bhansali was

slapped right from the time he was shooting the film

in Rajasthan. Now the so-called Maharanis of

Rajasthan, who live in their past glories since the Privy

Purse was abolished several decades ago, are

asserting their long lost royalty and defending the

legendary figure of Padmini the Rajput Queen. The

ladies of means were led by Diya Kumar who is

currently an MLA in Rajasthan, but who won’t lift a

finger to punish the Karni Sena goons. A news

television channel recently showed visuals of the

Karni Sena leaders threatening to cut off Deepika

Padukone’s nose and Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s head.

This is outrageous. So far, the case of Bhansali’s film

Padmavati has not come to the Supreme Court. We

hope that when it does, the apex court would remain

consistent in its stance that, “A film or a drama or

novel or a book is a creation of art. An artist has his

own freedom to express himself in a manner which

is not prohibited in law and such prohibitions are not

read by implication to crucify the rights of expressive

mind.”

Sports women

Making India proud

Two recent TV
advertisements show
teenage girls displaying their
keenness for playing
football and basket ball.
While  pushing their
respective products, the
advertisers unwittingly give
a social message: Need for
girls to be active in sports.

Importantly, current
trends underscore that girls
have come into sports in a
big way. Lately, they have
earned fresh laurels and this
year has brought in a rich
harvest of achievements in
women’s sports. Remember,
in July the women’s cricket
team came within sniffing
distance of victory in the
2017 ICC Women’s World
Cup. They were well on their
way to win it but seemingly
were seized with an attack
of nerves only to narrowly
lose the match to England
by a mere 9 runs.

Nonetheless, there were
some very outstanding
performances during the
tournament. While skipper
Mithali Raj ended up as the
tallest scorer in the world of
women’s cricket, there were
very commendable
performances from Punam
Raut, Harmanpreet Kaur,
Smriti Mandhana, Deepti
Sharma, Jhoolan Goswami
etc. Indeed, all of them
deservedly  won  the
country’s gratitude as well
as admiration.

Others too have taken off
from eventful July. The
country’s ace woman
shuttler PV Sindhu fought
hard at Glasgow at the World
Badminton Championships
finals only to lose to her
Japanese opponent very
narrowly. Like at the Cricket
World Cup, it was a matter
of so close yet so far. But
Sindhu is only 22 and has a
long way to go. Recently she
lost to Saina Nehwal in the
National Championship.
The win brought Nehwal
back into the reckoning after
Sindhu had lately wrested
the initiative from her.

On the heels of this
superb performance came
the news of the Indian
Women’s Hockey team’s
victory at the Asia Cup final.
They beat rivals China in a
penalty shoot-out.
Significantly, the team won
the Asia Cup after a long
hiatus of more than ten
years. Now that a competent
coach is taking care of the
team its performances are
going to be keenly watched.
The team is likely to prepare
hard for the next Olympics.

By Proloy Bagchi

Ditto is the case with pistol
shooter Hina Sidhu who are
also lining up and practicing
hard to win laurels for the
country. Sidhu recently won
Gold along-with Jitu Rai in a
mixed event of the
International Shooting Sport
Federation World Cup last
month at New Delhi. At the
same time, differently-abled
Rubina Francis of Jabalpur
won another Gold in 10 metre
pistol shoot in the World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup.

Just the other day news
came of the fifth Gold won by
Mary Kom at the Asian
Boxing Championships held
at Ho Chi Minh City. She has

population of more than
1.26 billion.

In a telling article the
Financial Times said “With
more than 1.2 billion
people, of whom 65 per
cent are under 35, India
would presumably have
vast reserves of athletic
talent. Yet it has been

unable to convert its
human potential into
global competitive

success: a problem not
confined to the sports
field.”

Shockingly, India has
won only 23 medals since
Independence and at the
Rio Olympics, though it
sent as many as 117

“Just the other day news came
of the fifth Gold won by Mary
Kom at the Asian Boxing
Championships held at Ho Chi
Minh City. She has been
consistently winning medals
despite her age and
increasing obligations.”

been consistently winning
medals despite her age and
increasing obligations.
Besides running her family,
she takes her duties as a
Parliamentarian very
seriously. And yet she always
thanks Jesus for her extra-
ordinary performances.
Numerous others have
been known for extraordinary
performances in various
sporting events. Akanksha
Singh for one, belonging to
the famous Varanasi Sisters,
a few years back was
acknowledged as the “most
valuable player” in the Indian
Women’s Basket Ball team.
She currently is its captain.
Likewise, Deepika Pallikal
has earned a name for herself
in Women’s Squash
championships. She has
been playing squash from an
early age and is still active in
the international arena
having won several domestic
and international titles.
Importantly, these are
instances of girls mostly
belonging to the middle
classes coming good in
sports. They have done so
despite lack of adequate
opportunities. A vast
majority do not get even this
much despite the huge

participants only two
sportspersons won medals
and both were women.
Undoubtedly, Indian
women are up against
various kinds of
handicaps that restrain
them from participating in
sporting events. First,
there is a pathetic absence
of infrastructure for sports,
particularly, at the
grassroots level in rural
areas. Besides, for
centuries women have
been subjected to
patriarchy which, in fact,
translated into outdoor
games or athletics were
not meant for them.
Scandalously, unborn
girls have been the
subjects of male
chauvinism in various
States. It is a great tribute
to  the guts and
determination of Sakshi
Malik and her ilk to pursue
a carrier in wrestling in
Haryana where the sex
ratio is highly skewed in
favour of boys whereby
men have to import brides
from eastern States. Sakshi
Malik, perhaps was
inspired by her seniors like
the Phogat sisters, six of
whom launched

themselves in the
wrestling ring and three of
them won several
Commonwealth
Championship medals.

Apart from Hindu
conservatism  similar
considerations among

Muslims do not allow their
girls to take part in
outdoor  events or
athletics. However, it is a
matter of great
satisfaction that women in
the Muslim majority
Jammu and Kashmir have
organized themselves into
a team to participate in the
Inter-State Women’s
Cricket Championships.

Women are also held
back from sports by
lecherous sports officials
who also are venal. The
fair sex has always got the
wrong end of the stick
and is cruelly been
confined to play their
stereotypical role of
playing the housewife.
Girls from their very
childhood have drilled
into their heads that
activities like sports are for
only boys and not for
them as they have to be
modest and feminine.

Consequently, a
“gender gap” is built from
childhood, particularly in
rural areas where
education of the girl child
is yet to make inroads.
Educational deprivation
as also  nutritional
deficiency for girls starts
from here holding them
back from any strenuous
sporting activities. The
narrow-mindedness of the
parents in rural
households is largely
responsible for keeping
the girls away from
schools and its various
activities, including
sports.

But with 24X7 news
and sports channels
beaming news about
various sporting activities
in the country, things
seem to be changing. The
regional press publishes
numerous items of girls’
creditable performances in
the sporting arena.
Numerous success
stories of the fair sex in
sports have stoked what
they see on TV. The
Central and State
Governments have also
allocated generous funds
for girls’ education and
their sporting activities.
Hopefully, a decade from
now, things are likely to be
very different. ---- INFA

Laughter the best
medicine

By Ananya S Guha

TOTHE EDITOR

Greed at the
root of
environmental
catastrophe

Editor,

The Annual Catholic
Eucharistic Procession under
the Archdiocese of Shillong
that was significant because
the Archbishop of Shillong,
Rt Rev Dominic Jala spoke
about human greed and
selfishness that has almost
finished off Mother Earth
(Mei Ramew). That the
Catholic Church has taken a
path which Pope Francis has
often emphasized, which is
that human greed, hostility
and intolerance will gradually
destroy what the Almighty
has given, is encouraging.
The truth is surely out with
climate change happening all
around. The biological clock
is going against nature and
God's plan. This is the
beginning of man’s
destruction. If only
governments and societies
take initiative to arrest this
catastrophe in the making.

Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar

Some thoughts
on cherry

blossoms
Editor,

Cherry blossoms are quite
beautiful to look at. No

wonder the Meghalaya
Government readily
gravitated towards these
little flowers in their bid to
distract people from their
ineptitude and
mismanagement! I am
referring, of course, to the
recently concluded India
International Cherry
Blossom Festival which ran
from the 8th to the 11th of
November 2017. It is quite
interesting to note how the

state government has
sought to make this
“international” by

suggesting associations
with Japan where the cherry
blossoms have become an
important part of Japanese
culture, poetry and
painting. In Japan this
cherry blossom culture is
“natural”, it has been
celebrated, in some form or
the other, over hundreds of
years. It didn't grow out of
a need to impress tourists
or to be an “international”
PR event. “International” is
the new buzz word which
hurts my ears! And then I
have to ask, why cherry
blossoms? Why not
'sohphoh' blossoms? (a
member of the apple family
found widely in the Khasi-
Jaintia  Hills) Those
blossoms  are  quite
beautiful as well. At least
the hardy and indigenous
'sohphoh' gives you fruits
as well. Many locals use it
to make jams, preserves and
ciders as well so I am for the
'non-international
sohphoh'. Additionally the
last fruits of the season

make for a durable weapon
in self-defense. Yet another
benefit.

In Japan, the sakura or
cherry blossom has a
mottled history. It has been
the favourite symbol of
choice for ultra-nationalists
and militant right-wingers
(are you listening,
government?) for quite
some time. The Sakurakai
were one such group of
hard-liners who, in the
1930s, wanted to establish a
complete dictatorial
monarchy in the country
and throw out 'outsider
inventions' like
parliamentary elections. In
World War II, Japanese
pilots painted sakura onto
their kamikaze warplanes
before embarking on suicide
missions to “die like
beautiful falling cherry
petals for the emperor”. So
the soft, delicate, pink (dare
I say effeminate) flower has
curried favour with tough
soldiers and rough warriors.
Quite an irony.

But again perhaps the
male-female/tough-weak
dichotomy is only a modern
lens of bias. This rather

strange non-polar
veneration is probably
something that's come

down from the age of the
feudal despotic samurai, a
tradition many still long for
if we are to go by a sizable
portion of Japanese media.
If you look at a number of
“tough guys” in anime, for
instance, you will find an
“unusual” blend of male
AND female features within

them. Flowers often feature
prominently alongside these
characters. Byakuya Kuchiki
from Bleach, for example, is a
stoic, serious (also beautiful)
soul-reaper (a sort of spirit
samurai) who seems to have
a very “girly” obsession with
cherry blossoms. Another
“beautiful” tough-guy who
likes flowers (roses in this
case) is Kurama from Yu Yu
Hakusho. Similarly the
“beautiful” titular warrior in
Nurarihyon no Mago -
Nurarihyon - is also
associated with cherry
blossoms. The list goes on.
This then is another
dimension to the humble
little angiosperm.

Maybe because they are
so transient and wilt rapidly,
the cherry blossom flowers
lend themselves to a lot of
poetic meanings related to
the temporary nature of
human existence. It makes
sense then that men facing
death would latch onto them
as a symbol of hope and
purpose. Well now that the
serene image is completely
ruined for you I would like to
conclude by saying that it
would all be fine if these sorts
of stunts by the Meghalaya
government didn't cost the
Public money but sadly they
do. The MUA II government
is basically just a glorified
event-management  firm
anyway. They are probably
doomed in the upcoming
2018 elections but it won't
bother them much. They
have been saving up for
such a situation the past five
years. Now that they are

plump, they can go into
hibernation. Much like the
cherry blossoms they can
disappear and re-appear
when the storms have
abated and the warm sun
has deadened peoples'
wrath.
Yours etc.,
Avner Pariat,
Viaemail

The India-
Bharat divide

Editor,

Salil Gewali must be
congratulated for his letter,
"Illusion of Paradise" (ST,
Nov 15, 2017). The growth
in GDP cannot improve the
common man's lot in a
country where inequality is
widening day by day. It is
indeed horrifying that rich
India is climbing in the
ladder of inequality
leaving poor Bharat far
behind. Inequality is
measured in Gini index
where higher index value
indicates greater
inequality. India has got
the dubious distinction of
getting very high marks in
widespread inequality.

This India - Bharat
divide has also come out
in two international
reports. While in the New
World Wealth Report,
India is ranked 7th in the
list of top wealthiest
countries in the world, the
World Bank's Report,
'Poverty and Shared
Prosperity 2016' shows

that close to 30 per cent of
the world's poor live in our
country. Our growth
shows a sign of
malignancy as the richest
10 per cent of our
population has whooping
76.3 per cent of nation's
wealth, on the other hand
more than half of our
population is reeling with
a meagre 4.1 per cent.

The irony is that some
rich people are still getting
on using, so to speak,
from one long
unscrupulous spoon to
another larger one, namely
~ Panama, Non Performing
Assets, Paradise etc. to
gulp down almost the
entire cake and thus
forcing 194.6 million
Indians go to bed on an
empty stomach day in, day
out!

This glaring inequality
must immediately be
bridged by inclusive
growth, developing social
sectors, adopting labour
intensive technology and
ensuring social security
for the needy. Otherwise,
such barbaric inequality
will force us to live in a
dog-eat-dog environment
where equality and
fraternity are absolute no-
no.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

The latest howler one is
reading about is that of a
university in Pune says that
to be eligible for a gold
medal a student must be a
vegetarian or a strict
teetotaler. Of course, after
protests, the University in
its post wisdom has struck
it off. That is beside the
point. We can still make an
issue of it and we will. Firstly
what is so great or untainted

bright students, want
appreciation, for
intelligence, wit, hard work
and co curricular activities.
The last and least they want
are moral prescriptions. You
can't have strictures as
guidelines to do well and
perform. I am sure many in
the past were deterred to get
what must have transpired
to be an elusive gold medal
indeed. Following Indian

“We can still make an issue of it
and we will. Firstly what is so
great or untainted about being a
vegetarian? Does vegetarianism
have some moral stamp about it? 1
know many vegetarians who love
to hit the bottle. So moral standard
number one cancels immoral
standard number one! Such people
I suppose figure in the world of the
amoral, not to forget their mystic
chants and so on.”

about being a vegetarian?
Does vegetarianism have
some moral stamp about it?
I know many vegetarians
who love to hit the bottle.
So moral standard number
one cancels immoral
standard number one! Such
people I suppose figure in
the world of the amoral, not
to forget their mystic chants
and so on. Secondly, what
purpose did this ten year
old notification serve? To
discover gold medalists or
holier than thou university
products? Thirdly, how
would the authorities
ensure that the winners did
not eat or drink on the sly?
Were  there  periodic
alcoholic tests? And,
fourthly to which domain did
egg consuming belong!?

Well, I suppose
ridiculous decrees must
spurt some equally
ridiculous questions.

This brings us to how

culture another stipulation,
is not only vague but also a
reinvented ploy of a
monolithic Indian culture.
Some of the paradigms are:
yoga, vegetarianism, sun
worship, cow worship,
reciting mantras etc. Such
vagueness can be a source
of irritant to young minds.
Those who are already
doing them, need not be
reminded.

I wonder what ails our
culture vultures today? Do
they not have the
satisfaction of witnessing
Indians across all walks of
life, embracing one in the
many, and many in the one?
Are they not seeing how
the Hindi language is
unifying the country across
North, South and even
North East and East, the last
two albeit previously
recalcitrant? Then what is
happening to the
burgeoning culture of reality

“The cow is holy, vegetarian
food is the best, we must be
votaries of our culture, practice
yoga scrupulously, then we stand
on threshold of attaining ' pure
living and high thinking.'
Bertrand Russell once wrote an
essay: " The Harm That Good
Men Do" where he debunked
neatly the belief of a moral code,
stratified and coded.”

morality is transfiguring or
rather making societies and
people demented. The cow
is holy, vegetarian food is
the best, we must be
votaries of our culture,
practice yoga scrupulously,
then we stand on threshold
of attaining ' pure living and
high thinking.' Bertrand
Russell once wrote an
essay: " The Harm That
Good Men Do'" where he
debunked neatly the belief
of a moral code, stratified
and coded. I forget further
details, but remember it as a
hilarious subversion of a
pontificating morality of ' do
and be good'. But such
protagonists he asserted did
more harm than good!
Also bringing in the
mention of consumption of
alcohol, in the university
precincts is itself a
temptation, to ' break
bounds," what else? College
and university students are
very vulnerable, and love to
take up challenges, invert
niceties and have a big
laugh. Let's see whether |
can get away from this and
still get the gold medal.
This is the first time I
heard an academic
institution behaving in such
a holier than thou and off-
putting manner. Young

shows, some of which like
Big Boss openly use vulgar
and profane language?
What about the burgeoning
television culture of non
edifying serials? Can they
put a restriction to these, so
that children will at least
study, gold medal or no?
Culture has become a
travesty, curriculum,
caricature. Instead of busy
dishing out gold medals,
universities must rework
syllabus, making them
relevant to work and real life
situations, test aptitude for
the discipline, with practical
applications of knowledge.

That this order has been
revoked is certainly a good
thing. The world is very
conscious today of rights
and wrongs. Indians too, are
quick to react to rigidity and
moral spam. But what is
irksome, if not worrying, is
the institutional proclivity to
favour, please and blandish
political authorities.
Education bungled with
politics is a throwaway.
History has been lacerated,
and now studies sought to
be redefined, with 'moral’
admonishment? Laughter
certainly is the best
medicine in such
caricatured situations. The
Readers’ Digest Publication
is absolutely right!
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‘Gun 1s never a solution’

ftikhar Gilani, Editor of Strategic Af-

fairs at DNA, recently visited the city

on the occasion of National Press Day.

The son-in-law of Kashmiri separatist

leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Iftikhar
has faced police excesses several times. He
was arrested in 2002 on false charges of vio-
lating the Official Secrets Act. A decade later,
he was again detained after Afzal Guru’s exe-
cution. But nothing could change the soft-spo-
ken but determined Kashmiri and the lopsided
system in the country could not invoke an iota
of hatred in him. Daiaphira Kharsati caught
up with the renowned journalist at Shillong
Club on his first visit to any northeastern state.
He shared anecdotes on the ongoing chaos in
Jammu and Kashmir and the transformation
of journalism. He also commented on the free-
dom of expression in an atmosphere where
there is a government which has its own ide-
ology on the Kashmir issue and separatists
who have different ideology. Excerpts:

How the Jammu and Kashmir problem can
be solved?

The problem in Jammu and Kashmir is not
something which is only 70 years old and the
main problem in Jammu & Kashmir had been
that for the last 400 years, people have not
identified themselves with the rulers as there
have been occupations by Mughals, Dogras,
Sikhs and Afghans. After 1947, there should
have been a kind of a sense given to the people
that now onwards they are not under occupa-
tion but under democratic rule. That unfortu-
nately, has not happened in Kashmir which is
a main and much bigger problem. It has been
given a kind of a political, social and eco-
nomic disempowerment, ingrained in the
minds of the people and that actually need to
be settled down.

There had been successive hijacking of the
elections and then the systems in the country
like the media, Election Commission,
Supreme Court and other system did not come
to the rescue of J&K, which has given the
some kind of impression in Kashmir that there
is nobody in India listening to them not even
the national media.

That is why I mentioned that in 1987 elec-
tions where there was mass participation of
youth and it is those youth who have come to
vote for a particular candidate or a particular
political party but their mandate was hijacked,
elections were rigged, counting halls were hi-
jacked, persons who won were declared de-
feated and then thrown into jail for many
years. This incident threw J&K in a tailspin as
people who had chosen the ballot instead
chose the bullet, went for training and started
the arms movement which is continuing till
now and it has consumed more than 1 lakh
lives now.

Gun is never a solution. It was not even a
solution, gun in Kashmir were taken out by
youth under compulsion. If you had removed
the compulsion, they would not have taken up
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Journalism has undergone technological transforma-
tion. But the technological transformation has brought
some issues also in which journalists to not adhere to
those standards in which journalists should. Some-
times, they go overboard. Some reporters, mostly of
electronic media, tend to support one group or the
other and become a tool of that system. The govern-
ments have become very clever and tend to make the
media a forced multiplier. | think we should desist and
resist from becoming a forced multiplier
~ Iftikhar Gilani

the gun. The issue is that what exactly com-
pels a person to take up the gun? Once he
takes up the gun, he knows that he will be
killed. The problem for those who rule the
country/state is to remove those issues where

a young man finds himself compelled to be
killed. They have a far greater responsibility
than the one taking up the gun. Connectivity
and movement of people from place to place
can address the problem of insurgency, de-

spondency and issues of the gun.

What are the difficulties you face working
in a trouble-torn area where there are var-
ied views on the Kashmir issue? How do
you define freedom of expression in the cur-
rent situation?

The separatists’ ideology is not in a vacuum.
When Sheikh Omar Abdullah, who was the
biggest separatist in Kashmir and the tallest
leader of Kashmir, became chief minister he
tried to address some things. That was a
peaceful period in Kashmir. If Sheikh Abdul-
lah who is a separatist can come into the main-
stream, others can also come but you need to
address the issues that make them separatists.

Role of media...

The role of media is important. Look at the
1987 elections in which the media did not re-
port that elections were rigged, they did not
make a kind of an issue.

You are the son-in-law of Hurriyat leader
Syed Ali Shah Geelani who is opposing
forcible Indian occupation of Jammu and
Kashmir. Has this affected your profession?
I became a journalist first and after
many years, became the son-in-law of
Geelani. You can ask anybody who
have worked with me in Delhi. I have
tried my best to be objective, fair, to
be at least fearless as well and I spent
almost one year also in Delhi Tihar
jail in between 2002 and 2003. (Gi-
lani’s stint in jail prompted him to
write a book after his release, My
days in prison, published by Penguin
in 2005 and in 2007, he won the
Sahitya Akademi Award for the book)

How has journalism changed?
Journalism has undergone technolog-
ical transformation. But the techno-
logical transformation has brought
some issues also in which journalists
to not adhere to those standards in
which journalists should. Sometimes,
they go overboard. Some reporters,
mostly of electronic media, tend to
support one group or the other and
become a tool of that system. The
governments have become very
clever and tend to make the media a
forced multiplier. I think we should
desist and resist from becoming a
forced multiplier.

Need for
more pros

By Ranjan K Baruah

e do not talk much about mental health.

‘ }s / When we see someone’s health is deteri-

orating like sudden weight loss then we

talk about our health and consult doctors. On the

other hand it is very difficult to know about our

mental health, which is important. There are many
career options related to mental health.

Mental health is a level of psychological well-
being, or an absence of mental illness. It is the “psy-
chological state of someone who is functioning at a
satisfactory level of emotional and behavioural ad-
justment”. From the perspective of positive psychol-
ogy or holism, mental health may include an
individual’s ability to enjoy life and create a balance
between life activities and efforts to achieve psy-
chological resilience.

According to the World Health Organisation
‘mental health is defined as a state of well-being in
which every individual realises his or her own po-
tential, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can
work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make
a contribution to her or his community’.

The positive dimension of mental health is in
focus in WHO?’s definition of health as contained in
its constitution: “Health is a state of complete phys-
ical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity.”

Depression and anxiety are common mental disor-
ders which have an impact on our ability to work pro-
ductively. Globally, more than 300 million people
suffer from depression, the leading cause of disabil-
ity. More than 260 million are living with anxiety dis-
orders. Many of them live with both. A recent
WHO-led study estimates that depression and anxi-
ety disorders cost the global economy $1 trillion each
year in lost pro-
ductivity.

According to
the  National
Mental Health
Survey (2016),
1 in 20 people
suffer from de-
pression in
India. It says 10
per cent of the
Indian popula-
tion suffers
from common
mental disor-
ders. Data from
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare shows
that the country needs 11,500 psychiatrists while
India only has 3,500 psychiatrists. India’s entire
mental health workforce, comprising clinical psy-
chiatrists, psychologists, psychiatric social workers
and psychiatric nurses, stands at 7,000 while the ac-
tual requirement is 54,750.

WHO estimated that in India, the economic loss
due to mental health conditions, between 2012-
2030, is $1.03 trillion. Mental health workforce in
India (per 100,000 populations) includes psychia-
trists (0.3), nurses (0.12), psychologists (0.07) and
social workers (0.07).

There are endless opportunities as trained indi-
viduals are less in this area but one must have pa-
tience. As the data says and looking and the need in
India mainly areas where one may choose to get en-
gaged includes Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Nursing,
Social Work, etc. Apart from these there might be
some other avenues like Counsellors, Dietician, Oc-
cupational Therapist, Peer Support Worker, etc.

GUIDE

Mental Health

Updates

Sainik School Entrance: Aspiring students may
apply for the All India Sainik Schools Entrance
Exam to be held on January 7. Admission in Sainik
School Goalpara is only in Class VI & IX and last
date to submit application form is December 5. Se-
lection is made through all Indian entrance followed
by medical test and interview. Scholarships from
government are also available for the students.

JNV Entrance: Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
are co-educational residential schools providing
quality modern education to the talented students
predominantly from rural areas from class VI to
class XII. Applications are being collected for ad-
mission to class VI during 2018-19. Last date No-
vember 25.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor and can
be reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or 98640
55558 for any career related queries)

Matrilineal not matriarchal: Role of Khasi men in society

By Pynkupbor M Syiemlieh

atrilineal is the tracing of de-
scent through the female line.
The word ‘lineal’ refers to

someone’s lineage, so matrilineal de-
scribes anything related to kinship
through a female line. In a matrilineal
tradition, the children take their mother’s
last name.

Some of the traditional societies
which still practice matrilineality are the
Lao of Thailand, the Anis of Taiwan, the
Minangkabau of Indonesia and the
Musuo of China. In India, the matrilineal
societies are distributed in the southwest
region (the Nairs of Kerala and the Buns
of Karnataka) and in the Northeast re-
gion (the Khasi, Jaifitia and Garo of
Meghalaya).

The matrilineal Khasi were the first
among all the mongoloid people of the
North East to achieve a high culture
level, even prior to intensive contact
with outsiders.

Energy and prominent personality and
education to democracy in a basic family
structure of matriliny; these are the con-

tributions which the matrilineal order of
society has to offer. Khasi women for in-
stance carry their goods to the weekly
markets, selling and shopping, and are
entirely trusted by their men folk, a char-
acteristic not peculiar in patrilineal soci-
eties like in the rest of India.

Some scholars believe that the Khasis
adopted their matrilineal family on their
way in the past to these present hills.
Whatever might be the reason, one thing
is sure this matrilineal system has estab-
lished itself very firmly that they have
come to be convinced that this matrilin-
eal system is their unique characteristic
that distinguishes them from the rest of
the human race.

Khasis, who have always had to ex-
plain their distinctive matrilineal system,
have a story of how it originated long
back in prehistory.

Oral traditions state that man gave up
naming their off-springs after them-
selves because they were busy in war
and hunting, with little time for child
rearing.

The uncertainties of war also gradu-
ally led to men’s voluntary abandonment

of inheritance rights. Therefore, all the
responsibilities were handed over to the
women folk, which consequently in-
crease their social status to equals of
men.

As a Khasi student studying in a col-
lege with many diverse communities
like the Mizos, Meteis, Nagas, lots of
explanation I have to do to make them
aware of our matrilineal system.

The questions they would ask are
“is it true that after marriage, you have
to move to your wife house?”, “is your
mother the head of the family?”
and some of them would ask “why are
you allowing females to control over
you?”

So what is the role and status of a
Khasi man in his society? When the son
marries and lives with his wife, the
mother claims the ‘person’ of the son as
hers but the son of his wife become the
child of the new family and also the son
becomes the father of the family through
his wife. In one word, a Khasi man is the
head of his wife’s family.

His position in the family is an hon-
oured one and as the bread-earner and as

the protector of his mother, his sisters
and young daughters and sons and his
position as the exalted defender of his
mother’s family. A Khasi man is ‘u Ki’
or maternal uncle and he is “‘u Kpa’ or a
father, without whom worship and reli-
gion would be an act of sacrilege.

His position may appear in the eyes of
foreigners (also in the eyes of my
friends) as somewhat ridiculous, but to
a Khasi man the foundation of his self
and person in the family which centres
round his own thought, and that his life
and his soul and the life and soul of
those near to him.

Many social scientists both foreign
and Indian who have made studies on
these Khasi social system have made a
mistake by coming to a conclusion that
a Khasi society is matriarchal in nature.
Matriarchy is a social system in which
females hold the primary power position
in roles of political leadership, moral au-
thority, social privilege and control of
property at the specific exclusion of
man. But this is not true in case with the
Khasi society which makes it matrilineal
and not matriarchal.

In fact, Khasis have matrilineal resi-
dence and material descent only. Though
descent is traced through the mother, yet
father is the head of the family. While
the father is the head of the family and
the main earner for the family’s income,
the mother is the mere keeper of all earn-
ings.

While the mother nurses the children,
it is the father that the children will ex-
pect to get the most advice and decision
regarding the future. It is the father who
is expected to be the defender of the
family and family’s property.

So now, I can say, so what if [ move
to my wife’s house after marriage, so
what if my children don’t bear my name,
I am still a man and a father of my chil-
dren and also an uncle of my sister’s
children.

Dear brothers, who are living in a ma-
trilineal society, we should be proud of
our matrilineal culture and embrace it
until the last breath.

(The author is a third year student of
BVSc & AH, College of Veterinary Sci-
ence and AHCAU, Aizawl)

Oral traditions
state that man
gave up naming
their off-springs
after themselves
because they were
busy in war and
hunting, with little
time for child
rearing. The uncer-
tainties of war also
gradually led to
men’s voluntary
abandonment of
inheritance rights
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Getting away
with crimes

few days ago, this colum-
nist was using an ATM
machine while travelling

and it warned me to "beware of
robbery attempts" while simulta-
neously stealing my money
through ridiculous bank fees.

It inspired me to call my net-
work for a crime stories roundup.

Who took the toilets? The Patel
family of Amarpur, a village near
Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh, central
India, recently registered a case of
stolen lavatories with police.

“It’s shocking what people will
take these days,” said M Yadav,
who sent the story.

A China correspondent said toi-
let theft must
sometimes
happen in her
country, too.
Hotels in the
West have an
in-room price
so they can
charge guests

THE
FUNNY

been to fail to realise that you
can’t really steal a hole and the
second was the lack of motive.
Robbers are busy, financially
savvy people. They don’t have
time to steal holes in the ground.

In the current missing toilets
case, the police theory is that a
grant was issued to officials to fi-
nance the building of toilets, but
someone pocketed the money and
filed “work completed” paper-
work, leaving the family with no
recourse but to file a multiple toi-
let theft case.

This appears to be “non-crime
crimes month” as far as the uni-
verse is concerned. This colum-
nist’s UsS
correspondent
said a woman
was recently
charged with
stealing
paving stones
from outside
the home of a

who take s l D E neighbour in
bathrobes, but Port Richey,
the  Guang- Florida.
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sinks and TVs. and threatened
“Apparently to take out a

some hotel users carry serious
plumbing gear with them,” she
said.

Something about the missing
toilet story rang a bell. Some time
ago, this columnist was tipped-off
about a man in India who reported
a stolen hole in the ground. One
day the hole was there and the
next day it wasn’t, he said. Show-
ing people his hole-free land, he
displayed a letter certifying that
he had been given a grant to dig a
well and a police report confirm-
ing the well had been inspected.
Now villains had taken it and he
wanted compensation.

That story came from reader K.
Sriram, who told me that police
soon worked out what really hap-
pened. The man got a grant to dig
a well but spent the cash on other
things. So he had decided to com-
plain that wicked thieves had run
off with his hole in the hope of
getting a victim-of-crime cash
payment. His first mistake had

criminal lawsuit against the
owner,” she said. This proves my
theory that the main difference
between humans and other organ-
isms is excessive chutzpah.

But maybe not just us. In
Japan, police reported an at-
tempted murder case after an old
lady was found with nasty cuts.
But there were no signs of any
break-in at her apartment in Mi-
fune. The mystery was solved as
a neighbour spotted the blood-
stained villain lurking in the
neighborhood: A grumpy, mean-
looking cat. “The cat cannot be
charged with attempted murder
because he is a cat,” said our tip-
ster.

So once more, the real villains,
such as that cat and my bank, get
away with their crimes. Grrrr.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-
based frequent traveller. Send
ideas and suggestions via his
Facebook page)

Sr Maria: Martyr for justice

By Fr George Chathanatt

ister Rani Maria, a Kerala

born Catholic nun, a

member of the Franciscan

Clarist Congregation, was
beatified in Indore, on November
4. Beatification is the last step be-
fore the Church formally declares
someone a Saint. “Rani Maria’s
beatification is a great blessing for
India,” said Most Rev Chacko
Thottumarickal, Bishop of Indore,
participating in the solemn cere-
mony.

Sr Rani Maria (Mariam Vattalil)
was born at Pulluvazhy in Kerala’s
Ernakulam district on January 29,
1954, as the second child of Paily
and Eliswa. They had seven chil-
dren. Marykunju (little Mary), as
she was affectionately called, was
brought up in a deeply Christian
atmosphere. No wonder that the
intense religious atmosphere of her
family imbibed in her, at a very
young age itself, the thought of be-
coming a nun and give herself to-
tally to God.

Her mother says: “Marykunju
was different from my other chil-
dren; she was an exceptionally
obedient child.” Her brother
Stephen adds, “She was a girl of
few words and had no interest in
adorning herself with ornaments
of gold or silver. She would never
hurt anyone.”

Even as a school-going girl she
found time to help her father in the
field and her mother in her domes-
tic duties. But she felt her true goal
in life was to serve God as a reli-
gious nun.

So after her studies, on July 3,
1971, she joined Franciscan Clar-
ist Congregation (FCC). She
started her novitiate on May 1,
1973. With the appointment of
Msgr Gratian Mundadan as the
Bishop of Bijnor (Uttar Pradesh),
Mariam’s desire to work in the
missions was strengthened and she
made up her mind to work outside
Kerala among the poor. On May 1,
1974, she made her First Religious
Profession, taking the new name,
Rani Maria. She made her final
commitment on May 22, 1980.

Rani Maria had already re-
quested her superiors to be al-
lowed to go to the missions and so
her superiors now told her that her
request was granted, and Rani
Maria gladly responded: “I am
very happy to work among the

Samundar Singh at the memorial constructed on the spot where
Sister Rani Maria (right) was murdered

poor and the oppressed, for they
are God’s children, our brothers
and sisters. I feel sadonly very few
opt to work in this field.”

Reaching Bijnor, she soon stud-
ied the local languages and the
new social surroundings. Initially,
the villagers used to get frightened
seeing the sisters, mistaking them
for forest officials. They even used
to run away for life throwing away
the head-load of the firewood they
were carrying. But once they were
won over, the Sisters became their
best friends and they were ready to
do anything for them.

Rani Maria soon observed the
big difference that existed between
the “haves” and the “have-nots”.
The have-nots were so illiterate
that they were not even aware of
their own human dignity, their
rights and duties and simply ac-
cepted their miserable lot. Seeing
this, she decided to help by em-
powering them. She was well
aware that this would cost her life.
All the same, she was determined
to change their dilapidated huts
into modest houses, educate their
children, get water supply, elec-
tricity and better road facilities.She
also equipped herself with more
theoretical knowledge of Sociol-
ogy, by graduating from the Uni-
versity of Bhopal and later did her

MA from the University of Rewa.

Equipped with the theoretical
knowledge and practical wisdom
she now began to provide educa-
tional facilities to villagers; for the
older people she conducted aware-
ness programmes. She worked
tirelessly day and night to make
them aware of human and Chris-
tian values, of their rights and du-
ties, of justice, etc. Soon Rani
Maria came to be called “Mother
of the Poor” and “Indore Rani”.
This infuriated the oppressors;
they began looking for opportuni-
ties to get rid of her.

During the Panchayat election
in December 1994, there was a
clash between two factions of
Kannad village and those of Selmi.
Jeevan Singh instigated the police
to take action against the poor and
police jailed some innocent ones.
Sr Rani Maria with the help of a
good lawyer got them out on bail
and fought their case in court. Jee-
van Singh was infuriated as she
thwarted his plans. He decided to
get rid of her at any cost; he hired
a thug and waited for an opportune
moment.

At 8.30 in the evening, February
25, 1995, Sr Rani boarded a bus
for Indore. A group of three, Jee-
van Singh, Dharmendra Singh and
Samundar Singh also boarded the

same bus. The first two had done
meticulous hatching of a plot to
kill Rani Maria while the third
committed the atrocious crime.
When the bus reached a secluded
spot, it stopped for a while for the
passengers to ease themselves.

The trio now went out and split
opened a coconut and performed
pooja on the stone deity nearby.
They came back to the bus and
distributed the kernel among the
passengers, in a happy mood. Rani
Maria asked him: “Why are you so
happy and excited today?”’

As if answering her question, he
stabbed her on her face and
dragged her out of the bus and kept
on stabbing her till he made sure
that she was dead. All the while, Sr
Maria kept on uttering just one
word: “Jesus, Jesus...!”

The co-passengers were afraid
to intervene, frightened for their
life. The two who masterminded
the gruesome crime soon disap-
peared into the thick forest. The
murderer was the last to flee the
scene, after inflicting as many as
fifty-four wounds on Rani Maria.

The little known village of
Udainagar where Rani Maria’s
mortal remains were laid to rest,
achieved overnight fame and a sea
of mourners and admirers of the
martyred Nun visited the place on
the funeral day and continue to
visit it ever since.

The words of Bishop Anathil
who officiated the funeral services
were really prophetic: “Sr Rani
Maria is a martyr, her tomb will
become a pilgrim centre. She
preached the Good News of liber-
ation to the poor... the people of
this place will receive abundant
blessings through her.” The
prophecy came true when Pope
Francis approved the cause of her
beatification on March 23 in In-
dore.

Samundar Singh was convicted
of Sr Rani’s murder and was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. Sr
Rani’s younger sister, also a nun of
the Franciscan Clarist Congrega-
tion, and her mother visited Singh
in prison and conveyed their for-
giveness. The Sister went a step
further, and tied rakhi on his hand
on Raksha Bandhan.

Singh was released from prison
in 2006 after the Vattalil family
pleaded that he be released as they
consider him part of their family.
At the beatification ceremony
Samundar Singh was seated next
to Blessed Maria’s sister, Sr Selmi.
“I cannot undo what happened.
That was also God’s call. This, too,
is God’s call. She was a saint, and
now she’ll be declared one too,”
said Singh with tears in his eyes.

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, NOVEMBER 19, 2017

Mercury is forming an angle of 40 degrees with Jupiter on your solar return
chart, which indicates a mixed year. You may have talent, you may be
getting the desired opportunities, but nathing will come to work unless you
work. Don't be a work shirkers, or you may find yourself in trouble,
especially when the deadlines approach, around the second half of the
year. If you are a student, you shall have to work even harder to get
success. In love, you will have the stars on your side for the most part
of the year. It is possible that a loving relationship may flower from an
old friendship or acquaintance. For married ones, enhanced passion and
warmth shall be the order of the day. Health-wise, things look set to remain
largely stable, yet that should not give you a reason to ignore it. Lifestyle
diseases are likely if you refuse to re-align and balance your lifestyle.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

Your career, reputation, and public life are influenced by the

planetary combination. Increased public recognition and

professional success characterizes this period. An event
may occur that expands your career or professional inter-
ests, and you derive more pleasure from these activities.

Reliability and creativity will take you places now. The more
willing you are to put yourself in the limelight, the more
positive the rewards. You are outgoing and your initiative is
stronger than ever. You would brilliantly and effectively
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Capricorn:
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handle difficult projects at work.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
Friendship, love, romance and children are highlighted. You
would have new attitudes towards family, finance, and
social relationships. Home and family matters capture your
attention and are a strong source of pride. It is a time when
worldly matters are not as important to you. Use this energy
to find ways to improve your interpersonal relations and your
home and work environment. This is a favorable time to go
for higher learning and for joining new courses to improve
your professional skills and efficiency. Your family would be
more supportive. It's a great time to make improvements to
your regular routines.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
With communication, creativity and judgment you gain
money and influence in business ventures. Success brings
status and respect as you dominate the professional scene.
This is the right time to participate in community events and
share views, ideas and feelings with people around you.
This phase brings rewards and recognition in your profes-
sional life. You would also work hard with an inclination
towards more detailed work, and it can get to you at times.
Personal projects are on an upswing. You are in a position
to inspire others through what you create. Income from
foreign sources could also figure this time. You feel on top
of things and replete with good health and energy.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
A period of hard work and effort is in your forecast. You would
be taking on new responsibilities and will enjoy the chal-
lenges. A new set-up in an existing home or a new home
altogether may be part of the picture in the coming weeks.
There will also be a sense of renewal and reinvigoration with
regard to your domestic routines, comfort, and feeling of
security. This is a phase when you have an increased
awareness of your need for a solid foundation—-a place to
return to when the rest of the world gets to you. Do not isolate
yourself when you are feeling down.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
Practical matters come into strong focus and demand
attention. An opportunity to expand on a global level arrives
now. You would have more energy for work and your daily
outine tend to speed up now. You are required to do a
balancing act, and something big is in the pipeline. Give
yourself time to digest everything before you make a move.
You will also thoroughly enjoy artistic, musical, or cultural
events and activities, especially in the company of a loved
one. You instinctively know how to place yourself in the best
light in order to make a good impression on others. Increased

energy for health routines and work is with you.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

There may be debates and discussions in family and you
may face some opposition. You are likely to exert your
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energy and initiative into actively pursuing a rewarding love

life, social amusement, and pleasure in general. You have a
likeable and competitive temperament. There is a stronger
desire for creative endeavors, athletics and risk-taking pursuits.
It might be hard for you to work with others in a harmonious
manner and a few conflicts are possible. You especially enjoy
games that involve competing with others on a mental level. You
have a stronger need than usual for intellectual stimulation.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

This phase brings good-luck for love and romance. Ego
confrontations with family members are possible now, but the
best way to handle this is to do your best to strengthen your
relationship with your family and your home base. This is a time
to do what you can to build trust in your family life and a strong
foundation within yourself, so that regardless of what you meet
in the outside world over the next weeks, you have a secure
place to return to. Besides spending more time tending to
domestic affairs, the focus can be on cultivating and nourishing
your inner foundation that support you and your growth.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

Associates at work might find you less sociable, as you are
busier than ever and you focus on your activities and your
needs. You might have a more materialistic view of life and are
more atfracted to objects and possessions that give you status.
You can improve your love life by bringing more understanding
and sharing views with each other. You are more inclined to seek
a broad understanding of people and of your immediate environ-
ment. Concentrating on listening, connecting, communicating,
and leaming is your best bet now. If health is affected, fevers
or infections are more likely.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

This period brings new horizons in your romantic and love life.
You explore and search, make new connections, and pay
attention to your immediate environment. Give other pecple a
little extra time and attention, notice their efforts on your behalf,
and strengthen your connections. You are more curious and alert
than usual, and you could be quite busy with work. Much energy
is expended in understanding and adapting to your immediate
environment. Siblings, neighbours, close relatives, friends, and
co-workers may play a more important role than usual in your
life. You are eager to investigate new things, whether scientific
or technical.

(December 22 - January 20)

The planetary configuration promotes your luck in work related
areas. You would be especially fond of home and family life. You
are more receptive and gentle on a romantic level, and tend to
be sentimental now. Loyalty and sensitivity in your relationships
are more important to you. There would be a bright opportunity
to travel, learning or the publishing of a project. Do your best
to avoid letting emotions rule over good judgment when it comes
to expenses and other financial matters. Share your thoughts and
feelings with others and you may be surprised at the support you
receive from close friends and loved ones.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

Pay close attention to performance, it will be rewarded and
continuity to perform work would be visible to senior colleagues
and people in authority. You will have the ability fo build up
financial and monetary pursuits and can expect good retums
from overseas business. Your idealistic nature is stimulated, and
you are likely to yearn for a connection to more spiritual or
idealistic pursuits. A sense of belonging through connection to
something larger than yourself is something that is entering your
life now. There may be a development of romance at your work
place. You turn your attention on fitness and diet programs.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

There would be happiness and fulfilment through the expansion
of your mind, widening of your social circle, travel, and
connections to people of a different cultural background. Your
dreams and ideas about intimacy come into focus, but could also
bring the flaws in this area of your life to light. An income boost
is likely in this period. This is a phase when you have an
increased awareness of the physical world of the senses, and
this is a time to start fresh in terms of how you arrange your life
in order to feel a sense of value and worthiness. It is also a
wonderful time for taking moments to please yourself through
earthy, tactile, and comforting endeavours.

On a memorable road trip

(Continued from last week)

ushinagar, the place where we
B spent the night was the final rest-
ing place of Buddha.

We were back on the road by 6 am. As
soon we entered Bihar the road condi-
tions started to deteriorate. It was blessing
in disguise for us for not continuing last
night. As we were driving by the broken
patch we noticed at a distance a group of
boys wielding bamboo sticks and logs
were trying to stop vehicles. The vehicle
in front of us without heeding the group
just drove past by, it took us sometime to
realise what was happening. Then our in-
stincts worked and we did exactly what
the vehicle in front of us did. It was an at-
tempt to rob us. We were very weary of
the road by now.

That drive through the patch was
straining. After around 15 km of the en-
counter we came across a similar group
of people but this time they managed to
stop a vehicle. The 5-6 boys were trying
to break into the car. We were noticed by
the boys who made an attempt to stop us
by coming right in front of us with bam-
boos. We were at a high momentum and
completely averted them by going off the
road. One of them ran towards us and
only could manage to hit our car’s Bull
guard.

Later after crossing Gopalganj the road
started to improve, we kept on driving
and were not comfortable to stop for
breakfast. The change in the landscape
was prominent, more thatch and mud
houses. By 10.30 am, we reached the first
toll of the day. This time we chose to
cook inside the car. We made a lovely
brunch consisting of sardine, egg scram-
ble and corn chips. We washed down the
food with ginger tea.

With our bellies full we were off on the
road again. We made another stop after
crossing River Gandak.

Our plan for the day was to directly
drive through till we reach home. We
reached Punia by 1 pm, stopped for tea
again right at the junction where NH27
takes a diversion left to Siliguri.

Both in Bihar and West Bengal we saw
Kali puja pandals. By sticking to NH27
we could bypass Siliguri and we no
longer had the luxury of multi-lane road
with a divider. By 5.15 pm it was already
getting dark and clubbed with the narrow
road with mostly broken patches had re-
ally slowed us down. By 7pm we reached
Jalphaiguri and pulled over in a narrow
patch to switch drivers, the route earlier
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was strenuous and required a lot of pa-
tience, with a fresh drive on the wheel the
speed picked up.

Google suggested a couple of routes
but in the dark we didn’t have the heart
to follow. The best option was to stop and
enquire with the truckers and figure out a
way to connect back to NH27 which we
had to leave because of Kali puja.

We followed the route as suggested by
Google but somehow we bungled up
again and missed a turn and headed to
NH317, which we were asked to avoid.
So long the road was clear it didn’t bother
us. There was rarely any vehicle in sight.
We saw imported Toyota trucks with red
number plates — Bhutan border was
close by. We kept on driving because
NH317 also connected back to NH27 but
it would cost us additional 150 km ap-
proximately.

Entire was route in NH317 was a great
thrill. The route took us through the mid-
dle of Buxa Wildlife Sanctuary. We saw
a bus with AR registration. The driver
knew the route and we followed it. We fi-
nally caught NH27 just before crossing
the Ghadhar river.

We proceeded ahead with a decent
speed, we were very happy to be back on
NH27. But the happiness was short-lived.
After reaching a toll plaza we realised
that one of the purses that sponsored the
entire trip was missing from the car. It
contained identity cards, driver’s licence,
Car RC, debit/credit and many other pos-
sible valuables. We somehow managed to
pay the toll with the change that was
being collected in the dashboard through-
out the journey.

By 11.30 pm we reached the Assam-
West Bengal border. In Gosaigoan the

road was miserable and we were driving
at 20 km/hour. Almost every bridge we
crossed there had a caution board men-
tioning the bridge was weak.

By 1 am we entered Kokrajhar, the
area has a reputation of its recent ethnic
turbulence. At a distance we saw lights
flicker. As we went near the lights, we re-
alised they were men with assault rifles.
Realising that they were police we imme-
diately lowered the headlight beam so
that they could see us. At first they inter-
acted in Hindi and when we responded in
Assamese the dynamics changed. The
cops addressed us with respect and after
enquiring they let us go.

After 10-20 km we went through the
same process. We went through seven
such check points. By 2 am, we made to
Bongaigaon.

On Day 4, we got up at 6 am, we were
still exhausted with body ache but the ex-
citement of reaching Shillong motivated
us. By 10.30 am we reached Guwahati
and by the time we reached Khanapara it
started to rain. For the first time in our
journey we let our window glasses down
to feel the fresh air and feel the droplet in
our faces.

By 12.30 pm we reached Umiam and
felt that we were already home. We could
not resist stopping for Jadoh and Doh
khleh. And by 2 pm we were back home
in Shillong. It was a moment of jubilation
and triumph.

This journey is not the end but just the
beginning and we two brothers started
planning the next trip while relaxing after
having home-made food.

(Concluded)
(Contributed by Prasanta Phukan)
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“Tis all a Checker-board of Nights and
days where Destiny with Men for Pieces
plays: Hither and thither moves, and
mates and slays, and one by one back
the Closet lays.”

--- Benjamin Disraeli
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Moody’s Rating

MOODY'’S InvestorsService upgraded the Indiarg

government's debt ratings after almost 14ye
India's economy is said to have improved from st
to positive. The boost it provides will encoura
private investors to invest more. Besides, Ing
companies will be allowed to raise debt overse:
lower interest rates. Moody's upgrade emphag
the role and the need for structural changes to |
up the Indian economy. All this is despite the f
that the Indian government's debt ratio to the GO
much higher than the median rate among comp

Relevance of Regional Pa
Politics In Meghalaya

department of Art an
parties were written off as Culture and let the ADC
irrelevant and they are often be the sole authority o
labelled as parties whosepan-India party which to part of our diet and makingthe subject of culture an
time has ended and whosesome extent also respectsther milk products is nottraditions. In fact it is als
influences is restrictedregional interests andin our culture, but in the interest of the trib
within the boundaries of aspirations and its populaisomehow it was community that the stat
Meghalaya only. ‘The reachslogan is ‘unity in diversity’. supplemented by otherfdovernment supports t

n

Many a time regional

By H H Mohrmen

Udf “the ‘regional parties On the contrary, the BJP'sedibles that we consumeddifferent ADCs and avoid
a’not go beyond approach is assimilation of all  The way of life which any confrontation o
5\5 rnihat,’” is a common tag the differences that we havencludes both the dyingconflict between the two
often hears peopleinto one national identity. In arts, the festivals and other | believe the idea
cribing to the regionalthe BJP’s scheme of thingfolk tradition that we have, Mentioned above an
%’Zrties in the state. This ofthere is no room for regionalare all unique and in casdnany more elements of o
ledurse is an argument whichinterests and aspirations. lbf those that are dying, weculture that we cannot fin
ig s not hold water butis therefore all the moremust at least try _
t%ekonal parties  areimportant that the voicesdocument it, if we cannotShould be the basis
Sigegselves to blame for thefrom the region are projectedtevive them anymore. ofWhich the regional partie
kind of negative attributions more vociferously because otourse throughout historyShould frame their policie
Uitk people have of them.the very fact that thewe have also lost some Oﬂ
adte very fact that there arefoundation of this country isthe important parts of our
Iﬁlany regional parties andbased on the idea ofculture, but nevertheles
& they cannot even for arespecting the diversity thatdocumenting the same wil
come under one umbrella Therefore the one and theherished histories.

istory and our culture a
ur foundation an
istrength; it should be th
rfoo'[hold on which w
stand and decide whe

nd unite as one unit owe have as a nation. make it become part of ou

tospace to mention heré.

nd programs. Our unique,

Pitter War On Sweet Rosogolla

India needs to
be watchful

By Shivaji Sarkar

It is great news for Westunder Indian law. So if
IBengal. It has won thesomeone inside the country
paternity of India’s sells fake Darjeeling tea, he
esavoured sweet dishcould be jailed or fined. But
rosogolla’s geographicalif a Sri Lankan company
indication (GI). It might mean fakes Darjeeling tea and
little for the rest of the exports to Germany nothing
country but could open upcan be done in India. For
a war on the internationalthis a separate petition has
arena marked by tradeto be filed in Germany or the
related intellectual property Central Government has to
ights (TRIPS), patents andpursue it through the WTO.
Gl. Now it is to be seen howTo prevent such problem, a
nBengal can lead the move tdresh move has to be made
create an internationalfor GI status European
rosogolla market with the Union’s office for
ew tag. This would require“Protected GI” (PGI).
an aggressive campaign to Moreover, there is
sell the newly authenticatedanother problem. Once a Gl
dish. is granted by a country, the
Undoubtedly, that is the WTO informs all member
$ositive aspect of a simplenations. But this has not

countries. India's bright outlook is attributed|fastifies this common man’s most important reason for the The kind of traditional W€ Want to go. Our focustug of war between Bengalbeen given the status of a

structural reforms. The GST recently rolled outj$&
major factor. Aadhaar linked direct benefit trangfexist for their own vested admit that people who live inancestors first learnt how!
and reforms in factors of production like land an

labour will be the indicators of economic uplift. In
is on an upward trajectory as successive govern
since liberalisation of the economy in 1991 hav
their best foot forward to incentivise econo
reforms.

The GST is but only one measure for develop
to fulfil its economic potential, the country needs o
significant reforms. It goes without saying tf
economic prosperity depends on increa
productivity. That will be possible only if the skills
the workforce are developed. The Indian governn
needs to put maximum stress on raising educat
standards. The Microsoft giant has drawn atten
to the country's backwardness in that as well @
the health sector. These reforms are part of the we
segment and of the utmost importance. Pr
Minister Narendra Modi should be upbeat about
optimism generated by rating of economic gro
as positive. things should look up in the long ru
the political problems are solved. The centre anc
state governments should sink regional differer
and go full steam ahead in implementing reforn
that the country's economic potential is actualise
the maximum extent.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

Lathi charge on violent
mob in Agartala

Police used lathis to He said the
disperse a group of peopleproceesionists
who turned violent near thedisappeared after polic
CPI(M) state hadquarters resorted to a "mild" lathi
here tonight. Director charge. Intensive
General of state police Mr Rpatrolling had been
P Sharma told UNI that astarted in the town h
section of processionists,added. Acting Chief
who were going round theMinister Mr Nagendra
area, suddenly turnedJamatia said that police wg
violent and damage severaMlirected to take a firm ste

vehicles parked in front of to prevent any untoward

the CPI(M) office. incidents.

ception that they cannotexistenqe of the regionalagriculture  that
trusted because theyarties is because we alpracticed since the time ou

we should be on the streng
its  weakness. Th
interests. emphasis should be
It is precisely because ofown right. We have our ownstopped being mere ] 00t
iall these negative attitudesculture and tradition, which collectors and gatherers o hned rleglssgn bﬁusV\?v;hr']zl
iBnal parties that it is also working: forihe " aam
lthe more important to try .
_ ; The Khasi-Pnars are also the most cause.
F6levance of regional party 4 b
politics in the state and the : _ _ thevzif?(ra]:g;%? deagctﬁgtse
omtwiling 1o thke this onus the very few open tribes in the region.
willi .- -
even at the risk of (this ime) The fact that we have a tradition of Wwork for the interest of th
; i jai are at least two promine
\af the regional parties tang j?.lt where we welcome thc_)seschoOIS st thoSghts e
speqause a few weeks back | who wish to be part of our community
- half of the Congress IS one such example thought ~which s
?upporters of national progressive, believes th
Nphikties often mockingly evolves with time, yet we aresurvived the onslaught of, < :
tion what the regionalalso proud of our historynature through trial a”d?hcehﬁ\;ee(i gilrefgg?ﬁlgfgtﬁ
tdrop in the political oceanitself. To me the much hatedn itself. And in this context which is more radical an
i%f' the country and they slogan during the heyday ofit is all the more 'mporta”tprotective in nature
bfgliference at all is the agitation, ‘Khasi by blood, going back to organic gspirations can onlv b
common refrain. At the endIndian by  accident;’ farming, we are lucky thatprgtected by formula{inc
tRalority wins, they would notion that the young peoplepractices be it in agriculturefr o the  influx  of
conclude. But democracythose days (who are ofor in livestock rearing, hasgutsiders. This school d
I’ﬁi{f minorities is also had and that is, the fact that The Khasi-Pnars areihreat to the community i
otected or that theour being Indian is only also the most hospitablergm outside: while in the
! ight of the minority. a unique tribe or communitythe very few open tribes inthe threat is more fron
ality is also the mostis in our flesh, bones andhe region. The fact that wgnside when we are nd
léjonstitution. The very fact whole being. where we welcome thosecylture and even ou
HE& there is a special The distinctiveness of thewho wish to be part of ourlanguage. And it i
constitution which is of looks that we have, theexample. The many clansjon’t even want to know
mandated to protect thelanguage that we speak bughat originated from outsideor learn of who we are an
traditions of the tribal prominently in the way of life community are testimony |n my opinion the two
minority in India validates that we follow. The kinship to this fact and in Jaintiamajor regional partie
interests need to beeven to the animal kingdom,lawbei) of the Dkhar clan pre-poll alliance with eac
protected and hence thethe kind of relationship weis pelieved to haveother take the two differen
political parties in the statethe waterfalls and the trees Strengthening theto achieve theirs. The go
which will voice this same finds no parallel anywhereautonomous District is the same and only th
large. The kind of food we eatstead in our effort togoal are different. It is her
Perhaps  the  two which are mostly indigenousprotect, preserve andhat we see a possibility g

of the community not o
this state are unique in theito farm and when theystrengthening our root
that people have of theof course is dynamic andigod, and which hasmany regional partie
and understand the : ! Many regional partie
hospitable and most welcoming and ha
country as a whole. And | have on how we can be
ing called spokespersor tribal community and ther
alleged that | write on | this subject. One school
ope

regional aspirations can |
es can do? They are justvhich is again unique inerror method is also uniquecommunity,while the other
YWt be able to make anythe Khasi Students’ Unionthat when the world iSpelieves that regiond
H&he day, in a democracyportrayed a very profoundour traditional farming mechanisms to protect
Mo ensures that the rightsourse not so young now)a|ways been organic. thought believes that th
J tiregority cannot overrule the seven decades old, but beingnd most welcoming andother school of though
niggportant principle of the blood- in fact it is in our have a tradition of tang jaitproud of our history, ou
provision in the region is not only on the kindcommunity is one suchcompounded when w

rights, customs andit is embedded moreand became part of theyhere we come from?
the fact that regional that we follow which extendshills; the progenitor which have entered into
necessity of having regionalhave with the hills the rivers,originated from Jaintiapur. approaches in their effort
Faspiration to the world atelse in the world. Councils will stand in good approaches to reach tt
predominant national and wild which has not only promote our culture. | thinkthis  alliance  being

& parties that are present in th&kept us alive since timeit is also in the spirit of successful because thé&

state give us the idea of howimmemorial but it has throughprotecting, preserving andwo schools of thought

Sobjectives as well as theirdiet that kept us strong andhe interests of the peopleapproaches the tw
Dapproaches. The objectivehealthy. Take cow’s milk for that state governmentpolitical parties takd

of the Congress is to be axample. It has never beeRhould do away with thecomplement each other.
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diverse they both are in theirages provided us a balancegromoting the culture andshare the same goal. Tt th

fand Odisha, which claimsregistry. So it is treated as
rosogolla originated thereininformation but has no legal
at the Central Government'sstatus.
matent office. Countering  Additionally, multilateral
this Bengal went to theregistry is still not in vogue.
Chennai-based Gl registryThus, getting a Gl in one
do prove the delicious sweetcountry is not automatically
belongs to it and wasprotected across the world.
invented by a famousPresently, multilateral
sweetmeat seller Nabinregistry is being insisted by
Chandra Das in 1868. the EU as it would save
of Pertinently, vacuum- duplication of efforts.
canned rosogollas areHowever, China and Hong
xported across the globe&kong want this system to
rom Kolkata, Nagpur and be compulsory for only
some even from Nepal. Itthose countries that agree
earns millions of preciousto participate in it.
Hollars given that export Further, countries which
1growth otherwise is are faking products are
stagnated in a critical worldopposing one-registration
situation. across the world. As it helps
At Certainly, there are manythese nations export their
®ther dishes across theproducts under false
country which have and canidentity and rake in profits.
Pclaim such Gl status.To prevent them or make
Karnataka’s Dharwar pedhathem liable for legal offence
HAndra Pradesh’s Tirupathinumerous registrations
laddu, Rajasthan’s Bikanerihave to be done. This is
Ibhujia, Hyderabada Haleel,expensive and a time-
eBengal’'s Joynagar moa ancconsuming cumbersome
Madya Pradesh’s Ratlamiprocess. The counterfeiters
sev have the Gl tag. benefit for this legal
Now, as some otherloophole.
fcountries have started Conversely, lobbies of
eselling their tea as Darjeelingdifferent products are
stea, the Gl tagging ofresorting to different
Darjeeling and Kangra tea asnethods. The powerful
tagricultural products haveEuropean wine and liquor
L saved the Indian brands. business groups have
t Besides, many managed to get WTO to
agricultural products negotiate for multilateral Gl
including 79 farm items haveregister for wine and liquor.
got this tag which includesThis has helped them save
| Basmati rice, chillies, their brands and even
~orange/ mandarin types likepenetrated sales across the
dI\Iagpur, Coorg, Khasi andworld, including India.
Arunachal, a variety of Importantly, Gl rights are
bananas, spices, Tripura’'gyiven to an association of

r

pineapple and Madural mallipersons, producers,
sjasmine. Add to this organisation as a
aKolhapuri chappals, community right. The
nKashmiri pashmina, concept is that such

tPochampalli saris which tooindications are not build up
shave the Gl tag. by one individual but by a
al Does having the tagcommunity of persons. So
ehelp? Yes, as it aids inthe community, in the case
génaintaining the brand andof Bengal's rosogolla is
elocational value. An example:protected.
fThe quality of Dehradun Indeed, if a sari made
basmati rice and whatsomewhere else is sought
akistan claims as basmatio be sold as Banarasi, it
sIs different. The aroma is notwould not only be
e same and the confusiortonsidered a violation of Gl
Was hitting Indian exports.but also  considered
Hence, the Gl label helpspunishable in India. But for
keep the ownership as undeany other country a
WTO and TRIPS the separate process has to be
member nations haveadopted.
respect for geographical Certainly, there is an
indications. apprehension that powerful
However, the basmati warnations or lobbies can
is on and after muchcreate fake identifications.
| negotiations India andIf such are granted
P Pakistan have decided to getegistration, it could create

N
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i destiny. hikes and broken flushes aréoles of the snakes withmany rural families turn tg
HOlIday to Decl?rirr\]g a holiday is _DreSS COCIle in the custody of good andwater forcing them to cometraditional khe§|er$ tTO
easy. If the government reliable hands. Let us leaveout in the open. The treating snake bite victim

honour Thomas truly wanted to honour the |mp0rtant. such matters to the rightfulsnakes in the flood hitwho only delay the
,JoneS? man who gave Khasis the . custodians and strive to excefreas of remote and ruralprocess of proper medic:
alphabet, they should start E\dolltor, de is of utmost" OUT respective roles andspaces then start lookingtreatment through thei

Editor with school educatlon,_m orzgiscgo eAS oféjrmgfthus serve the studenfor dry areas and useless and fake sho
The decision of the stateC'€an Up the mess of théocgasion "demands . gtommunity to the best of ourunfortunately come in ups for treating th
poor learning indices of our acapability. close encounter with theunfortunate victims. Mas

government to declare Jun
22 as a holiday is a hasty an
ill-disguised ploy. The

8hi|dren, which are the
poorest in the northeas

suitable formal manner of
dress and this basic dress
sense does not have to be

Yours etc., local human habitantseducation and awarene
Principal, faculty and resulting in disasters. Theregarding all kinds o

i istiani region. They should do A staff overflow of flood water, snakes;  both  non
tchoergénr?i||§fh§5,htr)gsé:1a2Ié{,ut&e@omething about theiennfolrc?da éﬁorfhmﬂ otl)ﬁ Women's College, results in snake outbreakpoisonous and highl
edged sword. Undoubtedlydropout rate, highest in the Bt =2 ©C 2 078 T B Shillong " in the water bodies as wellpoisonous ~ (like the
the advent of ChriStia”,Cou?try' | half gugﬁae; situation, persons in as adjgln;ng ”Ve':‘ banks,;ontéraszpkérs)g g%%ﬁ'skrg'r

i i After almost ha . . aroun orest fringes, \4 i
f’n‘mﬁ;ﬂaﬁ‘]"; tgogtrgglrjéigcentury of statehood, therealudtho”ty’ Seegloeri’tedantdo Consequ_ences agricultural fields, necessary for the rur
and development, ~ butls N0 Education Policy, for E 8 Ar2  EERAE EC 0 of ﬂOOdmg granaries and even in thecommunities. As long a
Christianization and in its Obvious reasons. Why not!Nt€rvene an inundated villages andlack of awareness

wake, Westernization, hascreate an education polic

damaged culture irreparablyand name it after Thoma
m

Many of the youth of our stateJones? That would do hi
lack cultural confidence andpProper honour. Jones was
pride, and suffer from identity Proponent of vocationa
confusion. education, a fact not know

For a balanced well-to many.

researched account, one mageminaries have bee
read Welsh missionaries anerected in his name.
British imperialism: The  For all his

Empire of Clouds in north- accomplishments, Thomas;
by Jones had no impact in th
University Garo Hills, so why should it f

east India written
Melbourne

historian, Andrew May, andbe a state holiday? Th

none other than the greatereation of this holiday is
grand nephew ofnothing but a pre-election
Thomas Jones. The titlesop to the conservative

great

implies and the book makesKhasi Christian community.

aclear case for the double- Yours etc.,
pronged domination of the Glenn C Kharkongor,
colonial doctrine of manifest Via emalil

Instead only

errant member, who should

y

. rural homes. infrastructure an
accept it gracefully because

S i : Editor The deaths due to snak€ o mmunication
the advisor cares. Propriety, One of the most common,itas result due to thebottlenecks exists in th

glppropriateness, dignity,challenges across South AS|§0”Ong
|neatness, tidiness,during the  seasonakgciors: lack of proper superstitions as well a
cleanliness, smartness addnonsoon is flooding; a”dtransportation to the inadequate and improp

up to a dress code. It is saavith flooding there are two ho4rbv health centers fortreatments remain th
to note that a stake holderserious threats that endang y

n

: . . Yuick injection of anti- challenge deaths due
"had to be reminded of thishuman life, namely- venom, inadequate supplysnake bites will continu
professional ethics. communicable diseases ang¢ ,nti-yenoms in the unabated every year.

A college is an institution snake bites. Although the
Jqun by a Managementoutbreak of diseases captur,
comprising the principal, our major attention; |5ck of enough skilled
o aculty, staff, working however, the numerousqgical personnel properly
together for the welfare ofreported and unreported;zined in diagnosing an

the prime segment- thedeaths due to snake bites iﬂeating victims of snake
students. Womenr’ College the rural areas is grosslyitas |ack of education and the full name, address and

is now over three decadeseglected wareness among rura|) contact number of the writer,
old and internal mattersmisrepresented. The flood. mmunities and above all €ven if they are sent by email.
such as those relating towater that enters the loca uperstitions regardin Only letters with the requisite

Yours etc.,

Saikat Kumar Basu
Lethbridge AB
Canada T1J 4B3

remote, rural health centers
'8r even in district hospitals,

Letters to the Editor must have

unfortunate rural and remote areas ang

a joint Gl for the fine-grained a chaos in the world trade
laromatic rice. Recall, thesystem. Think. India had to
talks came to a halt after thefight in the US to get neem
6/11 attack in Mumbai. patents deregistered after a
Now Bangladesh also wantprolonged legal battle.
to share the tag. Meanwhile Even on various agricultural
some  countries  like issues the Doha agreement
Philippines are selling theirhas yet to be agreed upon.
rice as basmati in the EU and  Similarly there is yet no
US despite the fact that thisunanimity of non-
rice is native to the Indianagricultural market acess
sub-continent. (NAMA). There has also
Notably, measures havenot been any agreement on
jpeen taken to preventa free market for the labour.
violation of GI rights Add to this another lacuna
wherein  the  customin the system. A Gl is not a
'authorities have powers toone-time achievement. It is
seize bogus products. If avalid for ten years and has
product enjoys Gl status into be renewed after that.
a member nation, then no In sum, notwithstanding
ther member nation canWTO and globalization the
grant a trade mark for anyworld is at war in the trade
lother product of similar front. A nation has to be
nature. innovative and aggressive
o Even Indian haldi to save their brands to rake
(turmeric) said to have inthe maximum profit. India
special therapeutic has the advantage that its
properties has benefited. Avarious scientific
variety of haldi from organisations like the CSIR,
Kandhamal in Odisha hasscience and technology
got a separate Gl for itsdepartment, industry,
properties even as thehandicraft and agriculture
State’s battle for rosogollaare continuously making
continues. efforts to protect our
The Gl prevents heritage and cultural
counterfeiting and protectsspecifications. Remember,
the original producers’ this war will not end soon.
market. For example, The one who remains alert

computer software, salaryforest areas, plug the nestingares. It is sad to note that details will be published.

Darjeeling tea has got Glwill win it. ---- INFA
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“A consistent man believes in destiny, a
capricious man in chance.”
--- Benjamin Disraeli
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Sanitation Initiative
Build people’s
campaign

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2017

Sense on Padmavati
THE furore over Padmavati has ended for n
Controversy raged for a femeeks over the Viacor
. . , . . The Government’s
18 Motion Pictures' production which was to |B&tiative on sanitation to
released on December 1. The release is said to k& the country “open
: . defecation free” by OctoberSwachh
been deferred voluntarily. The studio would s¢

OWw.
n

Rashtriya Swachh Gang
Mission (National Clear
Ganga Mission) an

Bharat may human health,

manuahmportant aSpeCt of the|n the major towns tg

@N2019 is well meaning butPerpetuate
announce the next release date. It claims that ilﬂﬁh% "

the highest regard for the law of the land and tshme efficient in mﬁnﬁgement olf v]\glastevyaltterboth bathing tanol ffor steps, if action proceed

- S - onstructing toilets in theWhich commonly TIows Into procuring water Or according to targets se

Centr{il .Board of FllmlC.:ert|f.|c.at|on (C.BFC)-AS %ountryside, as per theopen drains in India. In fact,cooking and drinking. In Similar action needs to b

law abiding corporate citizen, it is committed to follpwational  plan, manystudlfs i,ugge?t a rllse .Itrmost are?s,lther_e is hnotaken for the Yamuna tog

; ; lems have arisenconstruction ot single-pit system of cleaning the It is necessary tg

the established procedure and convention. Cl utting a question mark onlatrines in several States,ponds at regular intervalsconsider here the proble

chief Prasoon Joshi slammed the filmmakers for trythg plan’s success. increasing the rlS';S of manualthrough chlorination or of manual scavenging a

. . o According to reports, in scavenging, the reportother means and very fewthe official figure for India

to release the film before getting a certificate frpy past thrge yearg about swarned. _ ~ panchayats are aware oktands at 13,369 thoug

the CBFC. Itis difficult to understand how Bhansadillion toilets have been The benefits of sanitationthis. Water bodies aremost States are in deni

. . . . e 1O ) - \

could think of releasing thefIImWIthoutacertIfICcltgd 3.8 million in cities and iNvested in improving for example, faecal coli 2011 census, 21 lak

under the present system. The decision of| thens. Moreover, 2.48 lakhsanitation helps save Rs 4.30form count would vary households use dr

. . illages, 203 districts andaccording to a recent studybetween 5000 and 50,000atrines or open drain

producers could notin any case be otherwise. \/m States - Sikkim, by UNICEF, which was done mpn 100 ml-1. As is well while the Socio Economig

H I H 1 1 smachal Pradesh, Keralato estimate the cost OfknOWn, the Ganga is OnecaSte CenSUS noted th
is a pity is that a film which was not expecteq 'm?; akhand and Haryana -benefits of government’s such river which in spite In rural India, 1.82 lak

. . i
make international rounds aroused such a loud pr@f@gh to be now openSwachh Bharat Mission.of all efforts still remains households have at lea

; : cation free. In factSharing the findings of anunfit even for bathing. ~ one member working as
from Ra]aSthar_] to South India. The SUpreme_‘ Cdﬁﬁseys undertaken showndependent survey carried Delving into initiatives manual scavenger.
ruled that artistic freedom should not be curtalledﬁag

it 85 per cent of toilets The challenge o
Puritanism. But every specific case should be juddetk under Swachh Bhara

. making the countr
_ _ ﬁﬁssion are being used. 1 e challenge of making the country defecation free is not qui
on its own merit. Though there has beel
What is wrong is not that the film deviated from

. . . easy due to lack o
, odgh Jhote tas beel defecation free is not quite egsy_dueadequate water availabili

o : ) persuade people to us tO lack of adequate water availability

historical accuracy for requirements of cinema wi

can be justified. It seems objectionable that the

: botlh viewed frq
ichets, the biggest problen . . . financial ~and socia
{W‘ the |a(;kggof pwater, — both viewed from financial and

id

! angles. The NDA
f )
espread media report:

government has, no doul

produced a hodgepodge of historical and n@oggest that at least 25 to 3 social angles. g?&?dirfgrwarr?eclenssgr
historical material for no reason at all. Direct@ e if not more, do not financial  resources

ve any water connectiorPut across 10,000 ruralin the realm of sanitation,
\&88 result of which these ar@ouseholds randomly a decade ago only 237 o

ed. The chronic lack ofSelected across 12 Statespver 5000 towns had a
‘HQ@ in some regions of thechief of WASH (Water, partially complete
@nuntry is a well known fact Sanitation, ~ Hygiene) sewerage system. But thi

the planners have noYNICEF India, Nicholas has changed significantly.
WEE% e realised that theOsbert stated: “In a fully Now 70-odd per cent of
ssanitation initiative can only OPen defecation free (ODF)urban population has
become a success if wategommunity, considering access to sanitation i.e.

Qfrection is ensured at thénedical costs averted, thesafe disposal of humaniy,nd that some girls

; of construction of value of time savings and theexcreta while in rural areasgiets are not used due
toilets value of mortality averted, the figure has jumped t0 |5k of water.
VN Notably,

Bhansali said that the conception of Padmavati
inspired by a Sufi poet and reference was also
to Amrapali, a film on the Buddhist period. Why th
was Padmavati portrayed as Padmini, the Ra
Mewar whose self-immolation for the kingdom i
historic legend? Why was the name Padmavati ch
and not Padmini as she was always in the hig
books. At the same time Alauddin Khilji was thro
in unnecessarily with his real name. The Mus
community in India is not likely to like it much
Departure from reality cannot be buried ina Wellg

will and commitment. But

lay an active role i
onstructing toilets i

$

c

institutions in villages anc
doubly ensure availabilit

a senior the financial savings for each40-odd per cent from the The creation of a totall

liigpresentative of the Unitedhousehold is Rs 50,000 perearlier figure of a mere 20 sapjtised environment
Nations (Leo Heller) found Year-. per cent, obviously due topginted out by Prime

lthere was incorrect labelling The  study athe special  thrust mipister Modi, is

on

N rp .
"gee, inaccurate governmenP€r cent of householdgovernment. However, not just through

time-machine. claims about toilets for members use their latrinesopen defecation is still the Government's dedicate
school girls and that there‘;loumiI the fman(gal sz_at\n?gs m_?SF |m'portar|1t fdolfm of action but also of the

was still a potential for due to Improved sanita Iontoileting in rural India. private sector throug

LOOKING BACK continuation of manualresulted in a cost benefit ratio  Thus it can safely be community involvement

May 5, 1989

Mahanta discusses Bodo
problem with PM

scavenging. Though it isOf 430 per cent on averageassumed that thoughwhile resources are n
understood that 53 millionthis means that “Rs 3presently over 50 to 60 perdoubt essential, claim
toilets have been built ininvested allows a saving ofcent of households haveonly cannot yield desireg
rura' areas in the years sinCBS 4.3". Whatever be theaccess to San”a“onresults as thlS haS {
the launch of Swachhusage, benefits  arefacilities, only 30-35 per become a people’
Assam Chief Minister Mr Government spokesmaurﬁharat' the report furtherobviously the highestcent of the generatedcampaign, transcendin

Prafulla Kumar Mahanta metsaid_ The Chief Ministet noted and quite rightly thatdmong poor sections of thewastewater and sewageclass, caste an

; . - _ eliminating open defecation Population. The UN agencygets treated before beingcommunities. Moreove
Prime Minister Mr Rajiv_submitted notes on th g on ghas also observed thafet into rivers and streams.adequate water supply h

“

e.

Gandhi here today and - sis not only about buildin /
discussed the Bodo groblem_pl)_?g(taerctlon of thgegﬂeicg latrines ~ but requiresPeyond the hundreds ofThe obvious effect hasto be taken care of a
and his state's boundarytransportation of essenti dequate methods foithousands of toilets beingbeen that an estimatedsanitation and water g

P “a genuine four lakh children die of hand in hand. Caref

ehavioural change andfuilt, , ) - -
tsufficient water supply is aPrioritisation of behaviour diseases such as choleraplanning and executio

uisite  for _ the change interventions isdysentery and suffer fromcould usher in the

- : o i king place. stunted growth due to requisite change if we ca
state's financial position, ) sustainable and safe use df Lo o .

adversely affecged by Ca—'F#éta ItDori,?nsesan,\}”mSte adequate, low-cost latrines”. On _thg question _|f water, poor sanitation each yea}r.for our ne_lghbourhoo
successive floods and theassured him that he would A significant aspect of wherein its availability and This aspect needs specia@nd cleanliness. As th

. C . the UN report is that thePotability is intrinsically attention and  the saying goes, if there is
tvﬁ{f”g Cpeor:l[%. Ad:ptegtg¥eLop%kkér;tr(r)];ges;?datters, th twin-pit toilets mandated byrelated to sanitation andGovernment's programme will there is a way. —-INFA

TO THE EDITOR

disputes with Nagaland andcommodities to
Arunachal Pradesh. Mrnortheast and shifting
Mahanta also referred to thethe Tea Board office frompPr€-r€d

wonder about the purpose Yours etc,, the stomach, is only hurtingThose were the days wherthat the company ha
Kudos ROtary of our lives if it's not meant Sujit De, the stomach of 100 million people would save theircollected ~ from = the
Club Of to be of any use to help Kolkata ©Other Indian. From high hard-earned money to buycustomers -- which ha

an setting up treatment plan 4

ult to achieve. While scavenging in a caste-baseg@roblem in the rural sector gnsure that the river is not
f the States have beepPciety. It advocated betteris the use of ponds for polluted may be positive

nstructed in rural Indiacannot be doubted. Re Ilgrossly polluted where, mode. According to the

fdemonstrating its political

the private sector too must,
schools and educationa

of water as it has beeq

laces as open defecatiofnisconceived premise that 8provided by the presentimperative at this juncture

The Smog of Delhi and
questions on the same

By Ibu Sanjeeb Garg

BEATING THE RHETORIC

On 5th December 1952issue of pollution and its
ghe residents of Londoncontrol in India.
woke up to a particularly Thus from the causal
hazy morning. The winter point of view it is perhaps
ad set in and yet there waglear that vehicles and
something differnt aboutvehicular emission are not
hat day. The air was filledthe sole reason for smog and
with smog and haze makingpollution. The causes are
dt almost impossible for themulti-faceted hence any
people to breathe. It stayedattempt to combat the same
dhe same for the next fourshould be multi-pronged
days. Government reportsand long term strategies.
suggested that during thos®uring this year the Delhi
our days close to fourgovernment had formulated
dhousand people had died o0& strategy. The Graded
the smog while more thanAction Plan was developed
tone hundred thousandas a plan to combat air
pthers were  affectedpollution in winter. The
severely by the smog. It wasCentral Pollution Control
termed the ‘Great Smog ofBoard (CPCB) would
London’. And since then monitor air quality from
never has London woken upsarious stations located
to s'uch a dreadul day eveacross Delhi-NCR. Daily
ggain. reports would be sent to the
The situation in the Environment Pollution
stapital city of India reminds Control Authority (EPCA),
ane of the same hazy daysthe implementing authority
For the past few years ,of the plan, which will take a
every winter has brought adecision on the future
brutal challenge and fight tocourse of action. Each level
eDelhi and its residents.of danger warning would
Every year now during thekick in a new higher elevated
inter a few days of hazyresponse from the
smog invariably sets in.government. Though it had
During those few days itits faults yet it was indeed
becomes impossible tolaudable that for the first time
oreathe, the air qualityagencies showed intent of a
deteriotaes and visiblity isplan that was targetted
reduced. This year aroundowards prevention rather
things went so bad thatthan reaction.
schools had to be closed for The action points
a few days because théncluded shutting down
ealth hazard undoubtedlyconstruction activities,
affects the children morebanning entry of trucks and
everely than others. The aiheavy motor vehicles into
Euality was extremely poorDelhi, closing down the
with measure of particulateindustrial plants in Badarpur
matter that is ten times moreamong others. In fact by
han the safe levels. The2018 the plans in Badarpur
(gealth condition in Delhi hasfor example would close
ecome so precarious thatiown permanently. While
embassy staff of variousthese steps are laudable
§ou.ntr|es also put forwarqthey have shown that they
heir concern to the Delhiare not adequate to address
diplomatic corps. air pollution in Delhi. One of
A number of measuresthe first things the

¥

Y

were taken by thegovernment must do is
qgovernment once theincrease public
pollution had reachedtransportation. Delhi today

dangerous levels.Water wasieeds more than 10,000
sprayed in central Delhibuses and the government
goads so that road dusfleet is far below that
particles would come down.threshold. There is an
jWater was also strewn onmmediate need to increase
drees by the fire departmenthe number of buses, to
so that dust settled wouldincreases the reach of metro
gget  cleaned away.transport and  other
dConstruction activities andlegislations like further
,industrial plants aroundencouragement of electric
abelhi  were asked tovehicles among others. The
demporarily stop their government’s decision to
poperations. The governmenpre-pone the
Icontemplated bringing in theimplementation of vehicles
Odd-Even scheme beforawith Bharat VI is a welcome
the National Green Tribunalstep in this regard.
d@ntervened and  the The second major step
lgovernment of Delhi took that can be taken in this
eback that step. During Diwali regard is change in the way
@n 2017 the Supreme Courlwe envision urban planning.
of the country had alsoRoad dust often comes from
issued a ban on sale ofoads are not properly built
crackers in the NCR regionand gravel remains. There is
and the air quality an urgent need to address
undoubtedly had seen annfrastructural issues
Simprovement during Diwali regarding the same. There
this year compared to themust also be stricter urban
Spast three years. Yet thesglanning norms in terms of

category industries to thea black and white Nokia setbeen lying with it for over
middle and the cottageand rush for a newa decade? Whe
industries, all are slowly connection at Reliancecustomers contacted th
under the grip of this office. This way the com
invincible and rapaciouscompany minted hugethe
Reliance Industries. Wheregmount of money since itstaf
do Delhiites buy one kg had no competitors to roarask

others? And such news
gives the much needed
motivation to do good to the
society in general and thank
| the said NGO and others for
giving such direction to life.
May your tribe increase!

Shillong!

Editor,

Through your medium
would like to applaud one of
the best service NGO's that |

Daylight
robbery by
Reliance mobile

apple now? It's not from a gt i « : ”
have heard of. | have never Yours etc., | pggr T et oM &at it. But now his “own “outstanding  dues".
b f this NGO b Albert Lyngdoh, -, : brother” Mukesh Ambani
een a part of this ut Via email ftor, .. _eaten since yesterday, bupag kicked him out. One
whatever and whenever | Reliance Communicationfrom the ‘Reliance Fresh’ yonders.  how <
hear about it, simply spell . (Mobile) launched its mobile \which has over 700 state-of- > : . X
bounds me. | am taking about India’s women venture in Meghalaya,the-art outlets across theﬁlompames will survive back that they don't know global
the Rotary Club of Shillong. probably about 20 yearscountry. Now just quess what : ; : :
The club is engaged in a SportSpersonS! back but has suddenly angs in Q{We folr theg crores of S09€ infrastructure enticesnot a crime for Reliance t

the customers with thenot refund the money
endless charm of glamourtaken as security depos
and filthy entertainment —from customers andg
though, at the end of theearning interest on it? Is i

range of activities with the silently packed up and |eftpoverty-stricken citizens of
sole aim of making the society  Editor, without prior notice to its |ndia if a few tycoons are thus
a'tﬁettter plﬁcef ftO flive ind This is in response tovatl)ubEd customers . as H]aallowed to fulfill their
without much of fanfare andProloy Bagchi's article,robber runs away from thejpnsatiable reed b : .
publicity. For example, they "Makir{g |ndg=a proud” (ST, place of crime. Two weeksencroaching gupon th)éday, they mislead andnot a case of dayligh
have constructed a state ofov 18, 2017). India's stardJo one  very upsetpysiness avenues of smalfCTTUPt our youths! robbery — because thi
the art public toilet at sportswomen namely Pvcustomer exclaimed in furytraders and petty vendors? DU€ to the abruptcompany  of  swift
Jhalupara bang on theSindhu, Saina Nehwal,'Reliance came, it plunderedyhat are RELIANCE MALLS SusPension of “mobile communication has ye
highway, much along the Sania Mirza, Arunima Sinha,us, and now leaves behinggr? Here you find anything services the citizens ofnot communicated to the
lines of the Swachh BharatSakshi Malik, MC Mary only the ugly impressionynder one roof. Have theyMeghalaya have beencustomers about th
mission. They may not havekom, Dipa Karmakar, because we customers havigot badly affected the Suffering indescribable “refund” of the security
got any funds from any Mithali Raj, Jhulan Goswamibeen facing untold pysiness of small tradersaNconvenience. deposit?

Government agency for theand many others haveproblems. We have beerWhy is PM Modi silent on Particularly, the business Are all harsh laws,
same (as no credit to them isndeed made India proud. Agnoving from pillar to post to thjs? Why is he willfully and communities have been hitformidable courts ang
mentioned on the plague) buta matter of fact, they haveport out the old number. lynfairly ~ facilitating ~ the badly. They could not police only to incriminate
the very fact that they madegiven a slap in the face otthink this devious companycorporate businesscontact the potential and harass the middle an
it possible is praise-worthy. Ithose who killed their girl must have felt that it Can"fexpansionism at the cost ofousiness customers for ghe lower class — whg
hope it lives up to thechildren in the womb further squeeze out easyskhs of small-scale traders?while now and this can’t at all appoint a
expectations. Also, recently(foeticide) or in the cradlemoney from us.” Perhaps we still have in ourresulted in a heavy loss ofbattery of devious lawyer
I have heard from a friend of (infanticide), or deprived  The age of materialism isyjvid memory how this business. What action isto save them from any
mine that the NGO wastheir own daughters ofalways littered with such‘reliance Communication’ the Meghalaya inadvertent misstep?
instrumental in saving_ the life nutritional and emotionalunethical acti_vities. Who charged from the customergSovernment going to takewould like to know 100
of a four year old child of a discrimination. Because ofedged out Reliance mobile%or each call. Initially, it's against the company thathames of big shots wh
farmer from a village by female foeticide andlt's Jio Reliance — his bigprobably about Rs 13 perhas left  countless are in jail for their series o
assisting the child to infanticide, India's child sexbrother descended from theninute and incoming rate wasconsumers in dire straits?grave crimes?

When reminded of their why does Delhi encounterproved

activties must be seen asow industrial and
stop gap measures and morgesidential areas are
Ereactionary in nature. Tosegregated and new ways

pany for porting out solve the long standingsuch as building green walls
SIM connection the problem of air pollution in around industrial areas.
f of the company Delhia larger framework andinnovative measures such
ed them to clear thestrategy is required.

! as green vertical walls
So what is the reason anchround buildings have also
successful and

security deposit of Rgthe trouble of smog everyshould be replicated across
other 2000 or so, they just talkefiwinter.Climate change andthe country and made a

warming have major component of urban

hen Jio with its cutting- anything about that? Is itundoubtedly become theplanning and design.

fulcrum for this change. Yet The third step s
at a micro level the reasonsindoubtedly the repeated
tcould be broken down to farlarger benfits of devloping
smaller reasons. Once ther green consciousness.
t problem is broken down to aChildren must be
tmicro level maybe theencouraged to plant trees,
ssolutions are easier to forgeurban afforestion must be
Air pollution in Delhi can be taken up in an expediate
tbroken down to the manner and the scope and
spresence of PM 2.5 and PMimit of such programs must
10 particles or particulatepe  expanded.  Trees
matters that are present imaturally suck up the carbon
the air. These particulatepresent in the air and would
matters enter the humarundoubtedly help towards
body through the air oneimproving the oxygen
breathes, and causeguality in the air. Hence
({JroblemS_ to the respiratoryawareness about the same
racts which might also leadmust be propagated at an
to loss of human life. Theeven more vociferous
Lreason for the particulateintensity. The lessons from
matters are road dust, dusbelhi must not be limited to
Ifrom construction activities, Delhi alone and must be
and vehicle emissionsread and reread across the
among other reasonscountry. Air pollution is an
Stubble burning in areasenvironmental hazard and it
nearby Delhi and dust stromis here to stay unless we find
from across the borders -ways to combat it.
including from the Middle  (Views expressed are

D

undergo a heart surgery in &atio (0-6 years) came dowrsame womb. ‘Reliancers 7. People were so excite#hat about the security Yours etc.,
renowned hospital. from 945 girls per 1000 boys!ndustries’ of his brother, when it reduced the incomingdeposit, which is to the Salil Gewali,
When I hear such news, lin 1991 to 914 girls in 2011. Who has eyes bigger thara|is to Rs 5 and then Rs 3tune of crores of rupees, Via email

East- further complicates thepersonal)
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“I believe in process. I believe in four
seasons. I believe that winter's tough,
but spring's coming. I believe that there's
a growing season. And I think that
you realize that in life, you grow.

You get better.
--- Steve Southerland
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MBOSE text book imbroglio
TEXTBOOKS are principle instructional materials.
A textbook is often defined as an instrument of

instruction that facilitates the teaching learning

process. Textbooks for different subjects are written

on the basis of a prescribed syllabus in which the

major ideals of the subject matter are selected and

summarized judiciously. They are organized logically

according to the mental makeup, mental age and

psychological requirements of the students so as to

facilitate teaching. Hence text books are often called

the teacher in print.

Textbooks are important because they give us a

flavour of our history, culture, geography, society and

its values and help us form healthy and liberal

ideologies which we carry into college. In many

nations debates over the content and format of school

textbooks are sites of considerable educational and

political conflict. A study of the national education

systems across the globe suggest that the manufacture

of textbook content is the result of competition

between powerful groups who see it as being central

in the creation of collective national memory designed

to meet specific cultural, economic, ideological and

social imperatives.

In India today, school textbooks are sought to be

written and based on the cultural, ideological and

political power of dominant groups with the intention

of enforcing and reinforcing cultural homogeneity

through the promotion of shared attitudes and the

construction of shared historical memories. In country

as diverse as India with many histories and cultures;

each of them unique, such construction of history can

be problematic. Hence even the choice of text books

is not innocent of politics as the attempt often is to

manufacture and control popular memory. However,

what is interesting about the recent attempt to
overhaul the MBOSE textbooks is that the content
does not seem to matter but the publishers have

become the dominant players when they are but

merchants plying a trade. To reduce an important

process such as the selection of text books simply to

a short-listing of publishers suggests that a sinister

game is at play. It is important for civil society to

blow the whistle now!

MBOSE and its
textbooks

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

Talk about throwing
pearls to the pigs! Our
MBOSE is at it again! At the
very outset it begs the
question, 'do we focus on
quality or shall we continue
with deception and denial?’
At a time when our Board is
playing catch up with
others, it seems we have
shot ourselves on the foot.
Fact being, the issue of
revamping textbooks was
long overdue; so the entire
initiative is commendable:
but the procedure is not. If
anything, it has raised more
questions than answers. As
such and on all counts, it
looks as though this entire
exercise has led us back to
naught and a feeling of
tasting old wine in a new
bottle. Accordingly, I place
the following pointers -

Firstly, why is the Board
giving so much of
importance to publishers
and who exactly is a
publisher? By all means, a
publisher is more of a
medium for developing and
marketing a manuscript. In
the true sense of the term,
they do not involve in
writing manuscripts. They
are more of middle men. In
the value chain of 'writing a
manuscript (the start)-
reviewing a manuscript-its
publication and marketing-
disseminating the
manuscript to the students
(the end)' the publishers fall
smack right in the middle. As
such, they have a minimal
role on the content of the
manuscript. Their only job
is to print and bind the
manuscript. Hence, the task
of our board in relation to
the publisher is to analyse
and evaluate which
publisher is willing to
develop and commercialise
the textbook at the most
economical rate. The
relationship is at best only
financial in nature and
surely not academic. Now, in
such a context; if indeed the
Shillong based publishers
do win the bid, then why not;
as it is fair and square.
However, putting
publishers at the forefront of
the entire process of
revamping textbooks has
undoubtedly raised a
plethora of questions; and
in the public domain most of
them circle around bribery
and corruption.

Secondly, the process
adopted beats all manner
and effort of understanding
the issue. There is a term
which we all are familiar with.
It is called 'research and
development'. Development

cannot come before research.
Research is primary. Now,
when it comes to writing a
manuscript; it is a matter of
research. Here comes the
primary and the most
important role of a teacher.
Teachers write manuscripts
and not publishers. As such,
the board should not
involve teachers only as
reviewers; rather earnestly
and wholeheartedly involve
them as writers on the various
subject matters. Hence, the
best and most logical
approach that should have
been adopted was to
judiciously select
experienced-senior teachers

development wrong. The
fact 1is, a textbook
represents and reflects
upon the learning and
knowledge of a student.
Hence, utmost care must
be exercised while framing
a manuscript. It would
have been far better if our
board could have taken a
longer-deeper thought on
this initiative and through
following a logical and
time-tested process.

As such, we may not
start with the new
textbooks in 2018; but
rather 2019. In addition, the
issue of pricing is
important, but so is the

“ The important thing is to make
our textbooks attractive and
colourful. This is because studies
have shown that the quality of
paper, the colours, the pictures,
the fonts, the aesthetics and so
forth do have an impact on the
learning interest and information
reception of a child.”

and involve them in writing
the manuscripts across all
subjects. This would have
produced far meaningful and
better results. This is the
hallmark of research. After
that we can move on to
development, which is where
the publisher's role comes in.
Publishers develop and
commercialise. This
completes the logical cycle of
research and development.
However, currently our
Board is giving more
importance to the
development aspect (which
is secondary and
subservient to research).
This is a sad plight to find
ourselves in!

Thirdly, this textbook
issue  seems inverted
throughout. Any effort
concerning writing of books
of any form and kind is
actually a long-term matter.
The time consumed will run
into months and years
together. That we have
completed the entire process
in months is baffling. Now,
even if the matter is argued
on the basis of the review of
manuscripts alone, that they
were reviewed so hastily is
again a question. This is what
happens when we get the
process of research and

quality of the papers used
in printing and binding.
The important thing is to
make our textbooks
attractive and colourful.
This is because studies
have shown that the
quality of paper, the
colours, the pictures, the
fonts, the aesthetics and
so forth do have an impact
on the learning interest and
information reception of a
child. This should be one
of the critical factors for
selecting a publisher. Yes,
in this case the textbooks
will be dearer. However, in
a situation where the
government has increased
the salary of employees
handsomely; why not
further subsidise
textbooks as well?
Fourthly, T agree with
the Letter to The Editor (ST
dated 11th November,
2017) by A. Lyngdoh titled
MBOSE syllabus revamp!'
and I believe this is a view
shared by many in the
teaching fraternity and
across stakeholders.
NCERT textbooks are
already there. Further and
with due respects to our
Board, we must accept that
NCERT textbooks are far
better than our textbooks.

In such a case, why not
explore the possibilities of
using these readily
available resources in our
education system. Things
will be far better then. The
Board can retain its
present structure and
organizational design. It
can retain its current
process and procedures of
administering work. Let
everything remain as it is
in terms of structure and
operations, but let us look
at the possibility of using
NCERT textbooks
earnestly. However, in a
case where this is not
possible for want of will or
desire or otherwise, we
can involve our very own
teachers to  devise
manuscripts in line with
the NCERT model. Our
teachers are more than
capable of doing it.
Importantly, the real catch
here is this; in addition to
knowledge, the marking
system will also change
thereby making our
students at par with the
national mainstream.
Lastly, why are the
pressure groups like KSU,
FKIJGP, HYC and so forth
so silent? This is a student
matter, your matter; so
speak up and take action.
Talk to the government,
file an RTI, discuss and if
need be, protest. At least
contribute towards this
issue and its possible
course correction.
Studentship is the real
citizenship. More so,
school education is
everything! It is the
bedrock of education. At
the college and university
levels only value addition
happens. The  real
substance of a student-
citizen is formed and
shaped at the school. That
is why school teachers are
the most valuable and
most critical of all the
teachers in the teaching
fraternity. However, they
will fail in their roles if they
are not given the correct
means and assets. Hence,
this issue of MBOSE and
its textbooks is current
and critical and it will
shape the next generation
of citizens of our state.
Thus, to start with let us
give them what they
deserve; proper and
excellent textbooks!
(The Author teaches
atNEHU)
Benjamin Lyngdoh
NEHU Campus
Shillong - 793022

TO THE EDITOR

Not a contempt
of court?

Editor,

The Modi Sarkar had
publicly affirmed in no
uncertain terms that pending
the apex court verdict, on the
Aadhhar deadline fixed for
March 31st next, none of the
citizens would be asked to
link his/her Aadhhar numbers
to their respective bank
accounts. Incidentally, the
Supreme Court has come
down heavily on the banking
institutions and other social
service  providers  for
perversely creating panic and
uncertainty for the masses on
the Aadhhar linkage, thus
setting  at  rest  the
unwarranted warning issued
by these govt. controlled
establishments. Oddly
enough, on November 15, I
was literally taken aback
when a message from SBI was
transmitted into my cell
phone which read, thus:
"Provide your AADHAAR &
Pan in your A/c No.
otherwise operation in A/c
will be stopped after
31.12.2017". Such cynical
blackmailing is unerringly a
blatant cognizable offence as
it tantamount, to use of legal
parlance, contempt of court
given that this specific case
is sub-judice and as such
those responsible for issuing
such gratuitous threat are per
se liable to be prosecuted and
put behind bars. Alas, such
intimidation could not by any

means have come without
the tacit directive of the
saffron government. Hence
who can take the bull by the
horns? It infers, therefore
that even the judiciary, the
protector of the commoners
is given a kick in the teeth
by those at the helm of the
executive. Just like the
notorious Gau rakshaks
who go on killing sprees
with impunity at the
slightest suspicion of
anyone carrying beef and
which subsequently made
PM Modi, to shed crocodile
tears for the poor victims
only for the crime to recur
at an opportune time with
inexorable regularity, are we
not, therefore, regressing to
a state of intolerance under
the very nose of Mr Modi?
Yours etc.,

Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Viaemail

Development
must be
human-centric

Editor,

It has been reported that
fines for drunken driving in
Norway are based on the
defendant's income. We
must learn from Norway
how to make our citizens
happy. This fine structure
on the basis of one's income
is one of the secrets of
Norway becoming the
happiest country of the
world in terms of World

Happiness Index, 2017.
Also, Norway has given top
priority to the welfare of its
citizens. That makes it
remain at the top of the list
of Human Development
Index for a long time. It
shows that to make people
happy; laws and
development should
entirely be human centric in
the best way possible.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Landmark
judgment!

Editor,

The landmark verdict by
the Honorable Meghalaya
High Court to strike down
the posts of parliamentary
secretary is indeed a very

welcome step and a
positive one. The PIL by
Madal Sumer raising

genuine questions even
leading to gross misuse of
constitutional provisions
by the government is an eye
opener that once again
brings into question the
validity and justification of
appointing non-experts as
Chairpersons, Vice-
Chairpersons etc., which is
a waste of tax payers’ money.
The state government has
always been in the habit of
appointing outsiders/
consultants as if they know
Meghalaya better than the
locals here. This is
bypassing local indigenous

talent, knowledge and
expertise and is a great
injustice. The High Court's
verdict is a death knell to
uncontrolled wastage of
public taxes.
Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar
Shillong-3

Need to accept
LGBT
community

Editor,

The LGBT community
represents a significant
proportion of the populations
across this 21st century
South Asia. Unfortunately,
though they are grossly

misunderstood and
discriminated; and are
subjected to regular

humiliation, rude behavior,
social prejudices and even
life threatening physical
attacks leading to death and
injury. Our society needs to
reflect with empathy the pain
and sufferings such
community members suffer
every day of their lives and
provide them a path of social
justice and equal opportunity
in various works of life. More
so since LGBT members are
grossly misrepresented and/
or underrepresented in most
parliamentary democracies
across South Asia. Although
some of their rights have
been protected through
constitution and judiciary,

still much needs to be done
to accommodate them
more inclusively and
respectfully in our society.
They are no less human
than any other individual
member of our society and
have the right to live a life
of respect and dignity.
Sensitization and
awareness regarding
LGBT community members
is the first step towards
bridging the gap in
accepting them as equal
and respectful members of
our South Asian society
and community life.
Yours etc.,
Saikat Kumar Basu,
Viaemail

Global sports
extravaganza

Editor,

Just after FIFA U-17 and
T20, now ISL and Youth
Women World Boxing are
being played back to back
in Guwahati. The city is
able to attract global
attention. Now the priority
is to conclude these games
successfully. Crowd
behaviour often flares up
in games. Guwahati is no
different in that the history
of crowd violence makes it
undeserving of holding
international events after
the cricketing event
recently where the bus
carrying Australian
players was allegedly
stoned. The administration

works hard to control the
crowd and ensure security
of players at these high
voltage stadia. These
mega  events  have
provided the NE fans with
an opportunity to witness
high standard games. Also
North East players proved
to be great competitors
beyond organizing such
international events. And
magnificent Mary has
shown the world that she
is unstoppable. Guwahati
is in IPL fray after
Rajasthan Royals and
Kings XI Punjab sought to
change their bases from
Jaipur and  Mohali
respectively. Now BCCI is
keen to experiment on
unexplored markets.
Women's IPL is also part
the agenda. With five star
hotels, and other games
infrastructure in the offing
Guwahati has attained the
status which is at par with
other test venues. Hope
these sports extravaganza
serve to provide enriching
experience for sports
enthusiasts and kindle
sporting passion in the
North East.
Yours etc.,
Kamal Baruah,
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Foreign investors unfazed by

demonetization

But domestic
companies still
hesitant

By Subrata Majumder

Paradox prevails between

domestic and foreign
investors in the post-
demonetization  period.

While domestic investors
were in a subdued mood,
foreign investors were
upbeat to invest in India in
the post-demonetization
period. This means that

despite the general
negativity about
demonetization, foreign
investors continued to

repose confidence in the
strong macro- economic
parameters of India.

In the post-
demonetization  period,
nearly half of FDI in 2016 --
the best year ever for FDI in
the country -- flowed in the
first half of 2017 (US $ 8
billion in January-June 2017).
In contrast, investment by
domestic investors plunged.
New investment by the
private sector declined by
over 62 percent during
January - September 2017
over the corresponding
period last year - from Rs.
6,287 billion in January -
September 2016 to Rs 3,921
billion in January -
September 2017 (CMIE
report).

The FDI flow revealed
that sectors like services
(such as finances, banking,
insurance, e-commerce and
others), computer software
and hardware (mainly
s oftware),
telecommunication and
trading continued to be
attractive areas for foreign
investment even in the post-
demonetization period. The

affected sectors were
construction and
automobile

What does it show?
Eventually, the
manufacturing sectors
(excepting

telecommunication), or say,
Make in India initiative,
stood downplayed. The
slide was due to the
downturn in the informal
sectors (Including small
scale sector), which are more
reliant on cash and
unaccounted money for
investment.

Partially due to policy
restriction for foreign
investment in small scale
sector (FDI is not permitted
beyond 76 percent in small
scale) and the unorganized
nature of the informal sector,
FDI has been concentrated
in the organized sector. As
such, FDI remained
insulated from the demerits
of demonetization, which
affected the informal sector
most.

Apparently, during the
Modi period, the pattern of
FDI has greatly changed.
The major foreign investors
during this period were not
the big honchos in global
manufacturing, but private
equity (PE) firms and the
round-trip money, especially
from Mauritius. The PE
funds flowed mainly in e-
commerce-related sectors,
which emerged as a high
profit business. According
to a professor of Indira
Gandhi Institute of
Development Research, PE
funds accounted for 60
percent of the total foreign
investment inflow in 2014-15,
and the top three recipients
were Flipkart, Paytm and
Snapdeal. These funds were
used to finance retail trade
in mostly imported goods.
Critics argue that PE funds
do not add to any capital
formation and technology
transfer, as expected from
FDIL

Although PE fund and
round-trip money have not
helped gear up the Make in
India initiative, India has
emerged as a hotbed for
foreign investment in the
world. Its strong macro-

economic parameters have
become the main attraction
for foreign investors. Unlike
domestic investors, foreign
investors were not swayed
by the demerits of
demonetization, which they
considered as short term and
with limited impact on the
economy against the strong

macro - economic
parameters of the country.
According to Bain &

Company, "They (foreign
investors) believe that while
demonetization may affect
short term growth... it
should have a long term
benefit". It argued that
"despite these policy
changes, the Indian stock
market (Sensex) remained
more or less stable during
this period".

FDI has a multi-
dimensional impact on in the
manufacturing sector. It

turbocharged the
manufacturing of digital
related  products and

reinvented the potential for
the revival of import
substitution programme.

A close nexus has been
established between the
manufacturing of mobile
phones and FDI. It has
become an important engine
of growth for the mobile
phone manufacturing in the
country. Today, the country
is producing nearly 45 - 50
percent of the mobile phone
demand in the country.

Currently, mobile phone
industry contributes 6.5 per
cent of GDP and this is likely
to go up to 8.2 percent by
2020. As India becomes the
fastest smart phone maker
in the world, the handset
industry is poised to
overtake America as the
second biggest market in the
next few years. With the slew
of incentives offered, such
as PMP (Phased
Manufacturing Programme),
India is poised to be the
manufacturing hub for
mobile phones and parts.
Foxconn, Samsung and a
chunk of Chinese players
are setting up their
manufacturing units in
India. This led a spurt in FDI
in telecommunication,
defying demonetization
blues. In 2016-17, FDI in
telecommunication spiked
five times higher to US $5.6
billion, from US $1.3 billion
in 2015-16.
Telecommunication was the
second biggest receiver of
FDI in 2016-17, after service
sectors.

Relying on India's
growing attraction for
foreign investment and to
boost the Make in India
initiative, Government of
India reverted to import
substitution programme.
With the initiation of new
policy framework relating to
procurement of metro
coaches, the government
decided to procure more
metro coaches produced in
India. It decided that metro
railways should procure 75
percent of the coaches and
critical signaling equipment
from domestic sources. This
led to a big foray by the
foreign  investors  to
establish their
manufacturing units in
India. Currently, of the three
metro coach factories in the
country, two are run by FDI
and many more are in the
offing.

Coupled with a big leap
in the World Bank's Ease of
Doing Business and
Moody's rating upgrade of
India from Baa3, just above
'junk status', to 'positive’,
foreign investors'
confidence in India's
consolidated economic
strength and political
stability is unlikely to be
dissipated due to
demonetization issues. (IPA
Service)
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“Adapt yourself to the things among
which your lot has been cast and love
sincerely the fellow creatures with whon
destiny has ordained that you shall live.]
---R. D. Laing
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About Rohingyas

CHINA has set an example in Rohing
diplomacy. It has announced that it is a frieng
both Myanmar and Bangladesh, the two count
entangled in the crisis. China wants to

constructive in resolving the Rakhine state isg
In Sri Lanka and Pakistan, Beijing has alwe
turned a blind eye on human rights, emphasiz
only economic and strategic interests. Chir]
Foreign Minister Wang Yi has outlined a thr
stage plan. It includes ceasefire on the gro
which will pave the way for the end of th
Rohingya exodus, talks between Bangladesh
Myanmar to work out modalities for the return

Psychology of ‘Ka Rngiew’
In Khasl thought

Mental health is one of
the major issues that are living man we
being seriously discussed ) ‘pynjemrngiew’  him
today because mental healthingiew’ which may be cloth of the mystery of (tarnish  his  spiritual
yaroblem is said to be on theconceived of as the spiritualGod’s  creation.  If statys). The coffin ig
increase in every society inpersonality or identity of the somehow the thread iSpeant for the dead not fd

e world. Factors leading tobody and  the  spirit pulled out of the cloth andng |iying. A living man has
rimental health or mentalcombined. ka rgiew’ means stands alone, it become
Mhess are partly personalthe place or position oruseless and without,s; 3mong the dead. S
beénd partly social, and thestatus of each human beingpurpose. Similarly the many,y measuring the heigh
asi elders of old hadman or woman, among othewho becomesuba la jem f 5 jiving man with the
derstood this reality andhuman beings and amongngiew’ (losing status and co¢fin we push him to taks
\yexpressed it in terms oka other spiritual beings like ki spiritual identity) stands
‘raiew’ (spiritual ksuid' (demons), ‘kipuri’ alone without purpose.

! ggsonality). As human (nymphs), ki blei ki dken’ A person's ka mgiew' . yniemrngiew’  him
#eings we live in two worlds (Jods and goddesseski* is not fixed but keeps onpgqa s the identity of
throughout our physical sna-iap’ (ghosts) and other changing according to hisy, s ot in his ‘Ka
E6Xxistence.First, is the innereings, physical and spiritualchanging relationships,, o\ a5 recognized i
grld of our own minds, within the cosmos. It is notand actions. For exampley ="\ c00c " 1f we call

9| garts and souls: andman’s personality in the if a man kills another man, e adult‘p'ha’ or ‘ka
@second, is the outer worldsocial frame of reference, bugustly or unjustly, his ka |
hesocial milieu existing it is his personality that is rngiew’ shall carry the

ide our selves.There idalanced in the spiritualmark of ka tyrud’ (killer
ofn intermediate realmframe of reference.When aspiritual force) which is
between these two worldsperson is in this balance, theadded to his spiritual

the Rohingyas from their camps in Bangladesh that is the family. It Khasis say that he/she ispersonality. ka tyrud
gtakes at least two humaridang eh-rngiew'(spiritual becomes personified in

finally poverty alleviation. M)_/anmar _stat beings to make a family, ‘A personality intact). him, and every one in th
counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi has said thatmily’, implies notonlythat ~ The Khasis speak of asociety would as far a

father, mother andperson who isu ba la jem- possible avoid persona
Bangladesh has responded to the proposal v@k}{dren, but also anymgiew’, meaning that he isrelationship with such a

warmly. Itisin line with her own country's poirjtclosed group of humanout of position or in unstableperson. Among various
: | beings committed to equilibrium. In that unstable aspects of his identity, all
of view. Myanmar wanted to resolve the cnsswtﬁyemng, intimate and Pposition a man’s spiritual beings in the cosmos shal

' imary relationships. In thestatus is degraded orknow him also as the killer
Bapgladesh b|Iate.raIIy. It ha; Welcomed lhghasi context, the family disfigured and evil may befall of so and so. If a persori;
Chinese stand following Wang Yi's talks with Aup@iways represents théur ~ on him. To bring him back tokills a man or woman

i : (clan) which is the fountain his original status it requiresintentionally — without 5%
San Suu Kyi and the Myanmarese President| =< 1 supports, physical, first of all his own personal cause, then he would pdheir clan

Whatis a pity is that India has been outplayegental and spiritual. Theresolution, and second, hhefhealt vith as atﬁri”_linagb%'thm”gh their traditiona
i i ; o family is the continuum of help of others especiallythe political authority. Su
in this matter. Prime Minister Narendra MOd’Ehe ir)llner world of the self, through religious rites. Theseif he happens to |T|i|| a

i i g well as the continuum offeligious rites reflect the love person unintentionally or ; el >
visited Mylap'ma}r in September and could hd\ﬁe social milieu It is theand concern that his clanon proper ground of Se”ﬁvallablel in n;]t_lmat
taken the initiative. But the NDA government'spode where themembers have for him/her.defense, then the rite did human relationships w
views on the Rohingya issue are far from clea}?h
India is afraid of antagonizing Myanmar and drivi

dividual's physical, mental The process of recoverymait tyrud would be ¢ ° -

d spiritual balance jsaccording to the Khass is toperformed to clear hisa majority of mental llines:

N@haintained. In the traditionalre-establish a person's statusngiew’  from  such w t ebK aSIdSOCIety cou

L . si clan, all members,as a human being with bodyunwanted identity andhave been due to natur

it into the arms of China. Bangladesh has alreaﬂgflaes and females are equagnd soul, created by Godkeep in mind and heart a@ind physiological factor
taken a dim view of India’s stand. Its initiative |

come too late. China has already moved in.

gevery female carries theHimself, who has such andpeace. rather than social factors
| LOOKING BACK |

image of a mother, and evenguch a recognized name Not only the physical According to Khasi
ma@ carries the image af )Siven and confirmed in theenvironment and thebel'.ef','f a person’ska
kfi' (maternal uncle). The ceremony ofka jer ka tholy human society, but thefngiew’ is intact he/she
‘kur’ guides and arms itsbelonging to such and suctentire  cosmos ISWOL‘I“?I always be f‘_J”yl
May 5, 1989 members with the power toa clan, born from such andunderstood by the Khasidiealthy and strong; a
transcend all existentialSuch a moter, who holdsrﬁs by bm_edlurln Whi%eﬁlkr?ézlsce? are attributed t
barriers.Love and happinessuch and such a position ilmuman beings live wi
PM urged to solve Chakma | s o a0 e aciety st the more we catheir respective = 'Ka jtgr?]rngrig\?\’/szrr]ld oK
human beings are seekindgecall of his/her various rngiew’, like water is to the giew, _
refugee problem R e e ek epects. of identity andfishes. Man cannot be uraiive process sk
The Indian Buddhist & in between is the care centréluman relationships, thehuman being without ‘ka . re-
Council has urged Primeigetr:g:”gw?lf f:réirfterfylfgﬁi that sets a balance of humaRetter it would be. A man ‘ba rngiew’ which is his overall esya}{:)hslh a balanlg[e in th
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to find government should make Personality in the growing dang eh rngiew’ (whosepersonality, physical, spiritual personality ev
an early solution to theavailable more facilities| YOUths, the active adultsspiritual personality still
problem of Bangladeshincluding increasing the and the retiring olds as We||_!ntact),ha,1 ka tynrai’ (origin), h bei
Chakma refugees, shelteredjuantum of the food and If a person finds no ka dew‘(reasor.l. to--eXIS-t,)’ T i Id
in five camps in Tripura. After clothing supplies. It also| 'dentification with the outer and ka _jingiadei creature animate andvou
an on-the-spot assessment gfleaded for prbviding world, and the family itself (relationships) is part of the e i b o h derstand th
the situation in the refugeeencouragement e totally  reflects  that human community and therecognized by spiritualwho un ferks and  thg
camps, an eight-membereducation and to hel disagreeable outer world,entie cOSM0S. i o re_asor;:oncehpt oint frnglewf
delegation of the council metthem improve theirp he/she would retract deep To manifest his eX|stence_that e o e e o dertay
_ C prov into his/her inner world as a being, he stands by h|§1at.man should not stgndhe .t.rlbe undertake
Mr Gandhi on April 25 and standard of I|\{|ng. trying to find peace in hame that was religiouslyagainst nature, but adjusscientific research to wha
solught ?F]as mtcf):ventl(f)r;hmb Thecdeleg_z?nonewas Ield loneliness and narcissismconfirmed, as a particularhimself with it according to extent this traditiona
solving the problem of the by ounci enera
"innocent people"” of the Secretary P Mahathero
Chittagong hill tract. The according to its executive
delegation said the problemmember B. Chakma here
"required immediate yesterday. More than
attention on humanitarian45,000 tribal refugee are
grounds." now living in the five
The Council said pendingcamps.
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Track 2 route Is a
necessity in NE, must
not be hounded

By Jarpum Gamlin

Venturing into the North who is genuinely
East of India to sort out itsconcerned about bringing
conflicts is like taking a risky peace to this troubled
gambit in an online warregion and without any
rgame and finding oneselfulterior motives! Thanks to
completely trapped inhis track record on this
adversities. The onlyfront, it's safe to grant that
ifference is: here it's for reallthe cadres were more likely
tThis must be one of theto open wup to the
toughest lessons that théndependent effort of the
L two Art of Living volunteers Art of Living. Once that
ho were taken into trustis established, it would
dy by Meghalayabecome easier for the
Police on Monday areauthorities to push through
slearning. They must bethe process.
contemplating where their At a conference of
noble intention of leaders of 67 different
convincing the misguidedorganisations, including
youths to join the those who have formerly
mainstream has landed thentaken up arms, in Guwahati
For the records, seniorthis September, Sri Sri had
faculty of the Art of Living openly announced that "we
iSamir Jolly, accompanied bywill not stop till the last gun
Khroo Lamsalanki Pariat,is laid down". He even
Svas on a peace mission toeached out to Paresh
Cestablish contact with theBaruah, the commander of
misguided youths who arethe ULFA faction which is
operating in Meghalaya andstill underground and
convince them to eschewbelieved to be camping in
iolence and come either China.

some peopleprisons, Sri Sri has a well-
strategy  to

misguided

members | iperation Council (HNLC). youth towards constructive

The question beingpursuits. The Art of Living

counseling psychology, asked now is, why did theyis engaged in bringing them

concept of social support

Tracking the modus-operandi of
its successful intervention in
Manipur that led to the of the
'recent homecoming of 68
. militants, it's obvious that Art of
Living loops in the authorities
once the contact is established
| with the cadres or the group and
o their intention to come
overground verified. This is not
only understandable but also
e pragmatic keeping in mind the

e 0nO. _OnO
mental and spiritual asif the observable disea%‘e sensitivities of such work.

h

tkeep the authorities in theto the mainstream by
Ldark about such a riskyproviding skills-training
| intervention. This is perhapsand other means of
'the biggest dilemma anylivelihood. It has trained
Track 2 negotiator faces atand rehabilitated hundreds
the initial stage of any peaceof cadres from United
making effort. Liberation Frontof Assam
It's clear that their mission(ULFA) and Manipur-
was in a preliminary stage ofbased outfits who have laid
a‘establishing contact. Theydown their arms.
1apparently ventured into this Like thousand others,
inspired by their guru Sri SriSamir and Lamsalanki
Ravi Shankar's vision ofseemed sold to this
engaging the misguidedvisionary pursuit and risked
outh of the region andtheir own lives to deepen
|faci|itating the process ofthe rich of the intervention
making them come by reaching out to HNLC
overground once they gotcadres. Unfortunately, they
the information that somethemselves became the

cadres of the group may bevictims of the prevailing
willing to do so. trust deficit in the region.

t
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Journalists at receiving end
TWO journalists from Tripura have lost their lives
this year. This is not a matter to be taken lightly by
the press fraternity. The Editor’s Guild of India needs
to do more than just condemn the murder. They need
to seek justice for their colleagues by pushing the

Union Home Ministry to take up the cases and not

leave things to be handled by respective state
governments. In September this year, Shantanu

Bhowmik a television journalist was killed by a mob

at a political rally allegedly in the presence of the
state police. And now Sudip Datta Bhowmik, a

senior reporter of Syandan Patrika was shot at by

no less than a constable of the 2nd Tripura State
Rifles (TSR) inside its headquarters. Apparently

Bhowmik had written a series of reports on

corruption cases involving acommander of the TSR.
Considering that Tripura is headed for the polls in

February- March next year, things are very fluid and

it cannot be expected that the state police would take
matters seriously and be completely objective in

investigating these two criminal acts. The state police

everywhere are suffering from a trust deficit and crisis
of confidence. They have been used as political tools

and have not shown the spine to stand up to their

mandate of providing security to citizens. Across the
country the police are being compromised. They now

serve only the interests of the political class.

The press fraternity of India too needs to stand in
solidarity with their colleagues in the North Eastern

region where the death of journalists hardly makes

news. There is a palpable attempt to throttle dissent
in this country. Journalists who dare to speak up

against the establishment are being eliminated and

their killers are never arrested. We are yet to know
who killed Gauri Lankesh and other journalists in

the obscure rural outback. Clearly journalists are an

abandoned community. They have been given a bad
name and left to fend for themselves. Journalism is

today the most dangerous profession. Is India

worried about the slow demise of free speech? Or is
there an attempt to curb freedom of speech? If India

values a free press then the murderers of journalists

need to be apprehended sooner than later.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

A legal issue of NEHU

The North Eastern Hills
University may get a regular
Vice-Chancellor any day
now; but there is a legal
question which needs to be
attended to by the visitors
otherwise the centre will be
making NEHU a laughing
stock for the thinkers.That
Dr. Rajendra Kumar Mishra
was to handover charge on
the 26th February this year
was not unknown to the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development. New Delhi
must know everything
because it has means to
collect information. For

example, the SIB, SSB and
the State Intelligence
services are here to keep it
abreast of the development
Besides the visitors in his
capacity as President of
India has both the military
and air force intelligence
services at his disposal
only the will to act
prudently seems to be
lacking. In fact, with the
exception of a
questionable telegraphic
message of March 2,
nothing tangible has come
from the centre.

Gender, sexuality and society
in tribal northeast India

By Patricia Mukhim

Recently Martin Luther
Christian University
(MLCU) organized a
seminar on the above this
week. The theme is
intriguing yet challenging
and one that most colleges
and universities shy away
from. Seminars on the topic
that young people seek to
understand such as that of
that of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual & Transgender
(LGBT) are not easy topics.
Yet more and more young
people are today choosing
not to be male or female
because their sexual
orientation does not fit that
binary. Besides, the church
is not open to giving this
issue the weightage it
deserves, perhaps because
church elders are
themselves in denial about
a natural proclivity that
some people have and are
living with.

To meld the issues of
gender, sexuality and
society, each of which
require stand-alone
discussions, is indeed a bold
step. As far as gender is
concerned, for over two
decades we have tossed
around, prised open,
deconstructed and
reconstructed its meaning
and arrived at a point from
where gender transcended
its grammatical function to
that of understanding that
‘gender’ is society’s way of
constructing the roles of
male and female based on
their sex. We also know that
it is patriarchy that has
defined that role since
women’s voices are hardly
captured in literatures of all
kinds except after the rise of
feminism in the west in the

1960’s.
In India the awareness
about gender and its

concerns - which essentially
traps women in domestic
roles and does not see any
economic product in the
nature of their domestic
duties, even though when
someone else other than the
wife or mother does it then
it becomes an economic
activity — came rather late.
Most of us were
introduced to its meaning
and metaphor in the late
1980’s or early 90’s but even
now most institutions of
governance do not
understand the
underpinnings of gender
and have therefore failed to
evolve gender friendly
policies. Why, even at
home, women continue to
bear the burden of
patriarchy and are slaves of
gender constructs which
strictly define their roles.
Trying to break out of that
mould has consequences
which many women would
not dare contemplate.
Hence governments have
taken the easy route of
using the word ‘women’s
empowerment,” to appease
gender activists. Women’s
empowerment essentially
adds up to external
interventions by way of
schemes etc., without
touching the core which is
to deconstruct the present
meaning of gender and
reconstruct it to ensure that
women and men are equal

citizens deserving of equal
rights not just outside the
home but especially in the
domestic sphere. Women'’s
empowerment remains only
an ideal if women themselves
fail to assert their voices and
claim their rights and if they
have not come out of the
gender trap that is enforced,
reinforced and has become
part of their consciousness
and which they act out as a
matter of habit. This is the
most difficult part. The easy
part is to study, research and
write about gender -its
discourses — its implications
— how it limits women from
emerging as equal partners in
development.

And now that we are at a
juncture where a third gender
has emerged that wish to
assert their rights and to
claim their space in society
we seem to be twiddling our
thumbs and don’t know how
to deal with this new social
identity. In the past it was
male and female — now it’s
more than that. But what is
the society’s response? We
don’t seem ready to embrace
this gender yet.

This is where the
understanding of sexuality
matters. Sexuality is a
person’s sexual orientation or
preference. A person’s sexual
orientation influences that
person's sexual interest and
attraction for another person.
Sexuality involves biological,
erotic, physical, emotional,
social and spiritual feelings
and behaviour. The term is
broad and is evolving hence
it lacks a precise definition.
The biological and physical
aspects of sexuality involve
the human reproductive
functions. The physical and
emotional  aspects  of
sexuality include bonds
between individuals that is
expressed through profound
feelings or physical
manifestations of love, trust,
and care. The social aspect
means the impact of sexuality
on society. And the last,
spirituality concerns an
individual's spiritual
connection with others.
Sexuality therefore affects
and is affected by cultural,
political, legal, philosophical,
moral, ethical, and religious
aspects of life. Considering
that sexuality has an
overpowering effect on
humans which in turn affects
society, we need to talk about
such issues so that we can
begin to understand them
better and get out of our
conservative moulds.

Ironically, some societies,
while they appear to be
progressive in the way they
dress, speak and socialize, as
a result of western education
are resistant to speak about
sexuality. Societal
conversations on emerging
social issues such as the
LGBT issue or rape etc., which
should involve the church,
the traditional institutions
and educational institutions
don’t happen. In fact society
itself, which includes the
social circle that a person
moves around in, does not
encourage conversations
that are ostensibly

‘embarrassing.’ The
Khasis are overly
concerned with ‘Ka akor
ka burom’ (ethics and
respectability) to allow any
such discussions. I have
stated times without
number that discussing
sexuality or family
planning in Khasi is
difficult because of the
absence of appropriate
vocabulary, especially
when both male and female
are  present in a
discussion.

But now that societies
have evolved and
progressive laws allow the
expression of more than
one form of sexuality we
ought to grapple with
these changes to move
from a position of being
judgmental to acceptance
and perhaps even to
redefine the very notion of
gender.

Let’s now come to
society. What is society?
Society essentially
comprises a group of
people involved in
frequent social interaction
and sharing a
geographical or social
space and who are subject

to the same political
authority and dominant
cultural  expectations.
Society can also be
described as the sum total
of such relationships
among its constituent

members. Sociologist Peter
L. Berger defines society
as, "a human product, and
nothing but a human
product, that continuously
acts upon its producers.”
According to him, society
was created by humans
but this creation turns
back and creates or moulds
humans every day. Hence
while we create our own
societies we also pose
questions  which the
creation itself is often
forced to provide answers
to. Society is a complex
subject as its study is not
confined to the social
sciences but also to its
metaphysical realities. Like
human beings, societies
too carry the problem of
hatred, hubris, narcissism
and nativism. And yet at
times societies can rise to
the occasion and bring
much good, when faced
with an existential crisis.
Our problem in this
whole complex chain of
issues is the dialogue bit.
So who in society is talking
to whom about whom and
about what? To expect
consensus in society is to
undermine the diversity of
the human mind and to
imagine that humans are
designed to work together
on a rational module.
While there can emerge
a consensus on certain
areas of conflict among
scholars at academic
seminars, because that is
the only space where
people listen respectfully
to each other, the reality of
life outside the precincts of
academia is something
else. There will be
resistance to ideas thrown

up in seminar halls; people
will challenge those ideas.
Do academics then engage
with these dissenting
voices? Should there be a
jingialang (public
conclave) for explaining
the outcomes of such
seminars? Or are colleges
and universities happy
with only a press release?

How do we engage
with people (you can call
them society) outside
academia? That is the
persistent challenge that
academia fails to address.
Those resistant to such
ideas are not people from
academia - they are the
people running
institutions with whom
one must engage with -
not once — not twice but
consistently - in a
language they are familiar
with not with jargons.

Who will take up this
challenge? Do we dare call
a meeting of heads of
traditional institutions and
speak of the above
challenges before them
since they are the ones
who can and have to take
the conversation forward.

The other group we
can call a ‘society’ are
‘women’s groups,” but
they have always taken
safe stances. They can’t
rebel against tradition and
how it defines their roles.
How do we take the
conversation to them and
engage them to become
agents of change? Can we
do that or is the task too
daunting? Or is that
beyond the ambit of the
university? How much can
universities do? Which
social agents do they
engage as force
multipliers are questions
to grapple with!

Then there are the
youth. They are society
too. So who is talking to
them? Who is engaging
them? Who is interested
in listening to them? Who
is having a conversation
with them? Currently they
are the most troubled
members of society
despite living in one of the
most fascinating periods
of history.
Technologically they are
supermen and women. But
technology is not leading
to social change at the
local level. We are a
society that still believes
in human interaction and
human conversations.
This is where the cyber
space fails us.

Do we care to find out
where the youth of our
localities congregate?
Let’s find out and begin
the conversation with
them as they are the future
change-makers. They
need to wunderstand
gender, sexuality and
society as much as
researchers and scholars
do. That the Khasis are a
matrilineal society does
not mean anything. On the
contrary matriliny itself
impinges on male
sexuality and masculinity.
But this will be discussed
in another article.

TO THE EDITOR

“Capacity 5
in all”

Editor,

“Capacity 5 in all” is a
phrase we often come across
while boarding cabs/taxis.
Sadly most of us do not
understand the simple
meaning of the phrase—not
the passengers, let alone the
drivers of the very vehicles.
The cabs plying in the region
have a limited carrying
capacity of maximum three
good-sized passengers in the
back seat and one in the front.
Unfortunately, this is not the
case in our city and the
adjacent areas. Even autos
have raised their own
‘standard’ capacity. The
plight here is such that cabs
will not run unless the back
seats are filled with four
passengers behind and two
in front irrespective of one’s
size or health condition, no
matter how much time the wait
may last.

Let me narrate an incident

that happened to me a few
months back. One late
evening, I boarded a cab
from the Police Point at Bara
Bazaar to Laitumkhrah, in
which there were two
middle-aged lady
passengers already seated
in the back seat and one
man seated beside the
driver. The driver then
informed that he would take
another passenger in the
front seat and started
complaining how the size of
the two ladies hindered him
from taking in another
passenger. He then asked
the two ladies to
compensate for the loss
and pay an extra fare of
Rs.10 to which the ladies
refused and said they were
willing to adjust if he wants
to take in another person.
On the contrary the driver
asked them to disembark
from the cab! I was the third
passenger in the back
witnessing the injustice that
was happening. I could no
longer hold back my silence
at the misdemeanour of the

driver in asking the ladies to
vacate the cab only because
they refused to pay the extra
amount which was neither
his right nor their duty to
pay. I finally spoke up for
them and questioned the
driver if it was necessary to
make them leave on the
basis of their body size and
if there is a need to check
our sizes from now on
before boarding a cab. I
further added that there is
no such rule for filling the
seats with four passengers
behind and two in front.
Rather, it is clearly written
that the capacity is “5 in all”
and instead we should be
complaining against the
driver if he insists on his
selfish point.

The driver was annoyed
and demanded that I should
also leave the cab adding
that I could go complain as
well. Without a second
thought, I walked away in
resentment but realizing that
somebody has to stand up
to this menace, I turned back,
noted the vehicle number

and headed to complain the
matter to the Traffic Police on
duty. The Policeman was
kind enough to listen to the
narration of the incident after
which he asked the cab driver
to pull over and chided him,
after which the driver
apologized to both the
Policeman and me.

The whole point behind
this write-up is not to seek
an apology from the driver
but to also highlight the
mindset of the drivers and the
passengers alike. The need
is to not compromise on
safety and to send a message
to everyone that we have a
right and duty to stand
against this self-made rule
and to give respect to our
fellow beings irrespective of
their size, gender, age, colour
or community they may
belong to.

In another similar incident,
this issue was raised by an
elderly man to which one
lady-passenger instead of
agreeing that this has
become a deeply rooted
problem said that if anybody

has a problem adjusting
then one should pay extra
instead of complaining.
After all it is only Rs.10!
This is the attitude of some
of our educated and
civilized people. I am not
talking about situations
where four people can
actually fit in comfortably
or willingly agree to make
adjustments. But where
have the taxi drivers earned
the right to allot the new
seating capacity from?
Surprisingly, most people
do not seem to have a
problem with this
arrangement where they
are being sandwiched
between passengers.
Often, one is barely even
sitting on the seats; just
hanging with legs crammed
up. Tourists from all over
are forced to adjust with
the ‘warm-hearted and
welcoming’ people of
Shillong. Even expecting
mothers, at times with
toddlers on their laps, are

no exceptions.

It is noteworthy to
mention that just as the
new rule on fastening of
seat-belts has  been
implemented successfully
through the cooperation
of the law-makers and
implementers along with
the general public at large,
so also this menace can be
tackled. In the long run, it
is us, the passengers, who
are the real sufferers. Our
Constitution has provided
for the right to livelihood
but not at the cost of
causing inconvenience or
injustice to any human
being no matter how trivial
the matter may be. It is a
sad truth that we show we
can become civilized ‘only’
when we are forced by law
rather than choosing to be
law abiding citizens
spontaneously. We must
be the change, if we want
to see one!

Yours etc.,

Dahunmon M Hadem,

Shillong-3

What 1s
history?

By Ananya § Guha

The recent ongoing
controversy on the film "
Padmavati" is an eye opener
once again on the current
discourses prevailing on
historical tensions in the
country. Here, it is perhaps
not so much a question of
reworking history, but a
parallel narrative on
historical facts. The issue
here is that the film has

because of a Hindu- Muslim
entanglement. And that is
what some people want;
that the sparks must
continue, the atmosphere
vitiated so that we are not
free from the clutches of
hatred, vitriol and perverse
animosity.

To make this discussion
a little more academic: what

“Now the question is to what
extent can fact and fiction
work at tandem in cinema, or
in a work of art? Or is it only
strict adherence to history, in
so called historical films?
Secondly the controversy
started raging even before the
film was released.”

touched sentiments and
angered the Rajputs. Now
the question is to what
extent can fact and fiction
work at tandem in cinema, or
in a work of art? Or is it only
strict adherence to history,
in so called historical films?
Secondly the controversy
started raging even before
the film was released. It was
apparently shown privately
to some groups, something
which the Film Censorship
Board objected to, stating
that the papers on the film
were incomplete.

Now, what is a historical
fact and what is fiction? The
crux of the protest is the
objection to Padmini and
Allaudin Khilji's
relationship, apparently
depicted in the film, which
makes the committing of
Jauhar meaningless. Hence
the protesters say that this
is distortion of a historical
truth. However the actor
Deepika Padukone
maintains that no such
relationship is shown.

Hurting sentiments can
be accepted. But can death
threats, putting a price on
the head of the director and
actor be tolerated? Is this
not a sign of primeval
brutishness, in a
contemporary,  modern
society? And most of us
including politicians are
silent. Fixing overhead
prices like auctioning using
actually the word " head" or
" price" is shamelessly
atavistic and brazenly
hateful. Yes, to correct
history we are rewriting the
past, because this was the
custom in medieval or
ancient times. Although
some actors have protested
strongly, hardly any
mention has been made in
the ongoing Goa Film

is history, or what is a
historical fact? A historical
fact is something which
changes course of events,
ushers in the new, a
cataclysmic  battle or
downfall of a powerful or
turbulent empire, the
founding of a kingdom, the
invasion of territory or
country. Padmini's
committing Jauhar may or
may not be of historical
inclusion. It may have been
a fact, but the point of the
matter is whether it is
historically inclusive, as
portent for turn of events.
Was the lust of a King for a
Queen a part of history, or
was it a privately induced
happening? What exactly
goes down in the annals of
history? So when an
episode of love' is
exclusively taken into a
making of a film, is it a
historical movie, like say a
movie on the building of
Rome, or on a Caesar?
Distorting facts may not be
distorting history. History is
a configuration of forces,
changing destiny, bringing
or introducing new eras, it
is culture, literature and
architecture. Did Khilji's
falling in love with the Queen
determine the forces of
history? The praxis of
history is change, laws of
determinants taking further
course into the future- it is
futuristic. It is past as well,
because of moments, past,
present and future. If we
make an episode exclusive
without neatly weaving it
into a fabric of a whole, we
have only fragmented
versions of history;
historical views bludgeoned
only with sentiments to
nurse or assuage.

So, once again when we
are enmeshed in fragile

Padmini's committing Jauhar may
or may not be of historical
inclusion. It may have been a fact,
but the point of the matter is
whether it is historically inclusive,
as portent for turn of events. Was
the lust of a King for a Queen a
part of history, or was it a
privately induced happening?

Festival, of such bizarre
threats. And one of them has
been made by a sitting
Member of a Legislative
Assembly.

The entire point is that at
this juncture, how many
have seen the film?
Interpretive analysis is fine,
but can we be come to
conclusions prior to viewing
the film? Can we comment
on a book without reading
it? Again is the theory that
is now floated, that politics
and coming elections in
some states of the country
are the genesis for this? This
is a possibility, because
politicians are digging
noses into everything from
history to culture. But what
is evident is that once again
an issue has taken place

history, religion and clannish
sentiments, we gruel history
with the most difficult
question- what is it? The
politics part of this furious
debate cannot be ruled out.
Rajputs are major
stakeholders in the polity of
many states apart also from
Rajasthan. But what rankles
are two things: murderous
assault, dire threats and the
movie not yet being
released. Rumours may have
a basis, but they also can be
specious. What is tragic is
the verbal attack on some,
the physical attack on the
producer of the film and the
overall hate tirades.
Amicable discussions
across the table are certainly
a thing of the past. But that,
obviously is Not History.
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Winning the talkathon

Vidya Balan is busy promoting her new movie where she plays a Radio Jockey.
But who are these people behind the scene? Sudipto Maity finds out

or Sunny, a truck driver in his mid-

20s, the FM has been a friend, “a sav-

iour” as he puts it. “I don’t stick to any

particular station. I randomly flick

through and listen to the songs I like.
It’s the only thing that helps me get through
while ferrying goods during the wee hours of the
morning.”

However, radio or the modern FM as we call
it, has not always been like this. Think about the
early 90s and it was a lot more sedate. Life in
general was more slow-paced too and it reflected
on the radio programmes too.

In India, private FM was launched in Delhi in
1993. Phase 1 auctioning started for separate fre-
quencies in 2001. From the 128 bids, around 21
stations went on air. In the second phase, which
took place in 2005/06, 338 frequencies were of-
fered for auction and about 237 were sold. Phase
3 is witnessing over 800 frequencies being auc-
tioned across the country.

“I have been listening to the radio since child-
hood in the 90s. There were occasional pro-
grammes like ‘Sunday Suspense’ for which I
waited eagerly. Then by 2007, with a smart mo-
bile phone with special FM facility, I became
quite addicted to Red FM and Radio Mirchi. FM
channels have almost become a mandatory part
of my life now,” recalls Aninnya Sarkar, a post-
graduate student.

Of changes and retention

Everyday-use and street language in FM chan-
nels have played an important part, not just in
India, but globally too in its increased popular-
ity.

“It’s a lot more dynamic, definitely more high-
tech and much more accessible than what it
was,” says Jimmy Tangree, one of the most
recognisable voices in the industry.

Tangree, the station head of ABP Group
owned Friends FM, has been a RJ for over two
decades now.

Weighing in on the topic of what has been the
biggest change in Radio/FM, RJ Roy of Radio
One says that the style of presentation has gone
through a sea change. “Earlier, and I’'m talking
about the 60s and 70s, it was a lot slower com-
pared to today. The language of communication
has changed not only in India, but globally too.
It’s a lot funkier now.”

Vidya Balan in her new movie Tumhari Sulu; and renowned radio jockey limmy Tangree

Not all has changed though, feels Tangree. “If
one looks way back, I feel the warmth and close-
ness has been retained, but, with a wacky and
more engaging attitude,” he says.

Agrees Abhinanda Bhattacharya, an HR ad-
ministrator, “Previously the presentation was
kind of wooden. Now people listen more to the
FM because the RJs interact in a more friendly
manner.”

However, Taniya Mukherjee, post-grad stu-
dent, finds that, “Earlier, listening to the RJ speak
was relaxing to some extent as they would talk
about life in general; often I could relate to them
too. But these days there are too many ridiculous
jokes and ads in-between songs. It’s kind of irri-
tating sometimes and that’s why I flick through
the channels.”

What it takes to an RJ
Radio or FM may not match the reach of the
World Wide Web (internet), nor can it compete
with the television in terms of audience, but it

still is a very powerful medium, accounting for
7 to 8 percent of the advertiser’s expenditures
around the world.

Most of it is because of the women or men
who keep us glued to the medium, otherwise
known as Radio Jockeys (RJ).

So, what is Radio Jockeying (RJing) and what
goes into the making of a good RJ?

In simple terms, an RJ is a host who presents
a programme on air. However, while the defini-
tion of RJ hasn’t changed much, the way one
goes about the job has.

A faster world requires faster responses and an
effective way to deal with the change is to keep
oneself updated about various things.

“Preparing for my show is a lengthy process,”
says Roy, “My show starts at 7 am and goes on
till 12 noon. During this time, I try and gather in-
formation which I share with my listeners. There
are various places from where you can pick the
information. Grab a newspaper, a magazine or
just browse the web, but read. It’s very important

to keep your ears and eyes open.”

Both Tangree and Roy opine that a good RJ
must be ‘spontaneous’. As Roy says, “It’s still
about the voice.”

Listing out other qualities that an ‘Ideal RJ’
should possess, Tangree says, “One must have a
decent knowledge of music; she/he must know
the city well; must have good computer skills;
good interview skills, needs to be well organised
in terms of research and points to go on air. Most
importantly, she/he must be accessible to the lis-
teners and should never have an attitude.”

Tick-tock

RJing is never a one-show-wonder business.
RJs slog day in and out to make their presence
felt and it only through hard and sincere work,
does one build a brand.

The hard work takes time. While some ac-
knowledge the ‘changes’ they have had to make
for their longevity, others believe that their ‘love’
for the job that kept them ticking.

In an interview last year, when asked about his
secret, popular American RJ Howard Stern had
revealed, “I couldn’t have done the show I’'m
doing now 20 years ago. I’ve changed a lot. I'd
be sort of pathetic if I’d reached this point in my
life and I hadn’t. How else do you have
longevity?”

Stern added that a number of his contempo-
raries “who started out with me in radio have dis-
appeared, because they couldn’t broaden their
view about what entertainment should be, or get
in touch with what they find to be exciting and
fun and funny.”

Roy says, “The constant love from fans...I
have been told by my listeners that I have a sense
of humour and that is heartening to hear. It keeps
me ticking.”

Loving what he does helps Tangree continue
what he has been doing for over 24 years now.
Says the radio veteran, “Well, I love what I do
and totally enjoy it. One needs to have a lot of
dedication and I feel success comes from loving
what you do.”

The reason behind the success of FM is per-
haps best described by this comment by Guy
Gugliotta, journalist from the USA, “Perhaps no
invention of modern times has delivered so much
while initially promising so little.”

(TWF)

Indolence
IS an
art form

azy dad tip: You can answer any ques-

I tion asked by your child with “Go ask

your mama”, including “Where’s
mama?”’

The tragedy of modern life is that people
look down on lazy individuals, not realising
that Advanced Indolence is an art form.

And it’s better than working. Consider
this. A man was sacked recently for working
too hard. Bosses at Lidl supermarket in
Barcelona gave Jean P. the boot after seeing
security footage which showed him toiling
from five o’clock in the morning.

A news cutting about this was put on this
columnist’s desk by a colleague with a note
saying it should be added to a file headed:
"Things Which Will Never Happen To You.”
Ha ha, very funny.

But it did reinforce my belief that hard
work may actually be a bad thing, and I
phoned a friend in human resources who
confirmed it.

“Actually, you’d be surprised, but work-
ing over long hours is considered bad for the
company,” she said, and sent me a link to the
work of HR expert Suzanne Lucas, who
showed that people who over-work prevent
bosses from knowing how many man-hours
any particular job needs.

But I’1l admit this is mostly a Western at-
titude. Bosses in Asia take an opposite
stance, as shown by the case of Li Jianhua,
who worked himself to death at his desk in
Beijing in 2015.

His employers, the Chinese Banking Reg-
ulatory Commission, held him up as an ex-
ample other staff should follow, saying (and
I am not making this up): “We can all learn
from Com-
rade Li
Jianhua...
who gave
an unremit-
ting strug-
gle to
perform his
best and to
sacrifice
every -
thing.”

Then a
report
flashed up
on the news
monitor
that said Richard Thaler, who just won the
Nobel Prize for Economics, revealed the se-
cret of his success: “Terminal laziness.” His
“default tendency of avoiding work™ led him
to focus only on the most intriguing puzzles,
leading directly to his winning the Nobel
Prize. So there you have it. Your boss thinks
you are a “work-shy waste of space suffer-
ing from terminal laziness” (to quote the sort
of phrases used in this writer’s school re-
ports) when actually this is the secret of high
achievement.

Top role model? My files have two peo-
ple tied in first place, both from India.

Government engineer AK Verma stopped
going into work in 1990 but wasn’t actually
sacked for 23 years.

Teacher S. Kashyap who was fired only
after bosses noticed she'd been absent for 23
years of her 24-year career.

But I also have a soft spot for police offi-
cer Albert Muraglia, 53, of San Remo, Italy.
He lived in same block as the police station,
so every day he would wake up, walk down
to the time-clock in his underpants and
check himself in to work. Then he would go
back to bed. Sometimes he was too lazy to
even do that, and he sent his child, in her pa-
jamas, to clock in for him.

Bonus lazy dad tip: When your wife tells
you to round up the children for dinner, you
don’t have to move. Just reach for the router
and turn the wi-fi off. The kids will appear
like magic.

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based frequent
traveller. Send ideas and suggestions via
his Facebook page)

A sign of royalty, good luck & bankruptcy

CK Nayak in Nay Pye Taw

ne must have read about the

white elephants and might

have seen it in the film ‘Safed

Hati’. But a visit to this capital
city of Myanmar one can see the real an-
imals.

A white elephant, an albino, is a rare
kind of elephant but not a distinct
species. Its skin is soft reddish-brown
turns light pink when wet. It has fair eye-
lashes and toenails.

White elephants are only ostensibly
white. Of those currently kept by then
Burmese rulers — General Than Shwe
— one is grey and the other three are
pinkish, but all are officially white. Albi-
nos are much rarer among African ele-
phants than in Asia.

The elephants are currently kept in a
huge enclosure opposite Uppatasnti
Pagoda also called the “Peace Pagoda”

with Buddha’s tooth relic is a prominent
landmark in new capital of Myanmar.
They are chained to the ground and keep
in munching sugar cane, bamboo leafs or
something else all the time. In the
evening they are taken to nearby open
jungle and allowed to roam freely for
some time. There are similar white ele-
phants in a park at old capital Yangon.
One was even caught in wild some
months ago in Myanmar.

People who come to see the Pagoda
also get an opportunity to see the rare
jumbos. There is even a small market sur-
rounding the elephant enclosure and the
pagoda. There are souvenirs available de-
picting white elephants as well as the
pagoda.

Though white elephants are seen in
Myanmar and South East Asian coun-
tries, there is mention of this animal in
Hindu religion.

Lord Indra was said to have one such

animal named Airabat who, according to
mythology, could even fly.

Lord Budha’s mother was said to have
dreamt of a white elephant before he was
born considered to be an auspicious sign.
Buddha himself was said to have had an
incarnation in the form of a white ele-
phant in the wild.

The king of Thailand used to keep a
number of white elephants some of
which are still alive. Former US Vice
President Spiro Agnew once presented a
white elephant to King Norodom Si-
hanouk of Cambodia. There have been
white elephants in the army of the Sasan-
ian king Khusrau II. According to South
East Asian history, a white elephant
killed the commander of the Arab Mus-
lims in one of the fierce battles.

According to belief, if a monarch pos-
sessed one or more ‘white’ elephants, it
was a glorious and happy sign. They
were not worshipped for themselves and

were regarded as an appendage to the
King’s majesty. They are also considered
sacred and are a symbol of royal power.
In this part of the world the status of
kings has been evaluated by the number
of white elephants in their possession.
In the past, lower grade white ele-
phants were given as gifts to the king’s
friends and allies. The animals needed a
lot of care and, being sacred, could not be
put to work, so were a great financial bur-
den on the recipient — only the monarch
and the very rich could afford them.
According to one story, white ele-
phants were sometimes given as a present
to some enemy (often a lesser noble with
whom the king was displeased). The un-
fortunate recipient, unable to make any
use of it, and obliged to take care of it,
would suffer bankruptcy and ruin ulti-
mately. But despite their contradictions
the white elephants drew huge crowds,
especially among the children.

A painting depicting a Thai royal family member on a white elephant. wiipeda
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Helping hand for
mentally challenged

By Ranjan K Baruah

e have published about career
opportunities related to the field
of mental health. In this edition,

we will publish some of the options in par-
ticular. Young people in our region may
choose to take up careers related to mental
health as there is a need for more human
resources in this field.

We should be aware that there is a na-
tional mental health policy in India. This
policy was announced in October 2014
and is based, inter-alia, on the values and
principles of equity, justice, integrated and
evidence based care, quality, participatory
and holistic approach to mental health.

The policy’s goals and objectives in-
clude to reduce distress, disability, exclu-
sion, morbidity and premature mortality
associated with mental health problems of
a person, to enhance understanding of
mental health in the country, provide uni-
versal access to mental healthcare, in-
crease  access  to
mental health services
for vulnerable groups,
reduce risk and inci-
dence of suicide and
attempted suicide, en-
sure respect for rights
and protection from
harm of persons with
mental health prob-
lems, and reduce
stigma associated with
mental health prob-
lems, enhance avail-
ability and distribution
of skilled human re-
sources for mental
health.

Some of the career options related to
mental health includes:

Psychiatrist: A psychiatrist is a physi-
cian who specialises in psychiatry, the
branch of medicine devoted to the diagno-
sis, prevention, study and treatment of
mental disorders.

Psychiatrists are medical doctors, un-
like psychologists and must evaluate pa-
tients to determine whether their
symptoms are the result of a physical ill-
ness, a combination of physical and men-
tal ailments, or strictly psychiatric.

Doctors who have successfully com-
pleted the entire MBBS programme are el-
igible for specialisation in psychiatry.

Psychologist: Psychology is the sci-
ence of behaviour and mind, embracing all
aspects of conscious and unconscious ex-
perience as well as thought. It is an aca-
demic discipline and a social science
which seeks to understand individuals and

Mental Health~I1

groups by establishing general principles
and researching specific cases. In this
field, a professional practitioner or re-
searcher is called a psychologist and can
be classified as a social, behavioural, or
cognitive scientist. Psychologists attempt
to understand the role of mental functions
in individual and social behaviour, while
also exploring the physiological and bio-
logical processes that underlie cognitive
functions and behaviours. There is more
demand for psychologists and this is a
subject that can be chosen by our students
for their vibrant future.

A Clinical Psychologist can be hired at
hospitals or as a counsellor. School psy-
chologists take care of behavioural prob-
lems of children in schools. Industrial
psychologists can use their knowledge at
an organisation to motivate employees and
a social psychologist examines individuals
and trends of a society.

Occupational Therapists: An occupa-
tional therapist works with
a client to help them
achieve a fulfilled and sat-
isfied state in life through
the use of "purposeful ac-
tivity or interventions de-
signed to achieve
functional outcomes
which promote health,
prevent injury or disability
and which develop, im-
prove, sustain or restore
the highest possible level
of'independence. Occupa-
tional therapists help peo-
ple of all ages to improve
their ability to perform in
their daily living and working environ-
ments. They work with individuals who
have conditions that are mentally, physi-
cally, developmentally, socially or emo-
tionally disabling. They also help them to
develop, recover, or maintain daily living
and work skills.

Psychiatric Social Work: There are
many specialisations in the field of social
work and psychiatric social work is related
to mental health. Psychiatric social work-
ers provide mental health services to indi-
viduals with high needs. They may
perform psychotherapy and even diagnose
mental illness. Social workers who are
employed at psychiatric hospitals also do
psychosocial assessments and provide
therapy.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or 9864055558 for
any career related queries)

DNA & Indian legal system

By BK Mishra

NA test or ‘DNA Profiling’ as popularly

known is a technique in which a sample

of DNA is run through a laboratory to

generate information about it, looking
specifically for DNA which could identify the source
of the sample, or be used as a base of comparison be-
tween two samples. This technique is used at various
places for different purposes ranging from law en-
forcement to Medical Treatment.

The technology of DNA Test was first reported in
1984 by Sir Alec Jeffrey at the University of Leices-
ter in England. Soon after this incident, it became one
of the most important technologies to be used in the
Forensic Science.

In the publications in 1985 by Jeffery and his col-
leagues, the term ‘DNA Fingerprint’ carried the con-
notation of absolute identification. Forensic DNA
typing which was first used in the year 1985 in case-
work in the United Kingdom was initiated in the US
in the late 1986 by the Commercial Laboratories and
in 1988 by The Federal Bureau of Investigation,
which is now used in a number of cases relating to
crime, divorce, adultery etc. In forensic application,
minutiae in the fingerprint patterns, not ridge counts,
are used for personal identification.

The test for the admissibility of scientific tech-
nique enunciated in Fyre v. United States has been
the most frequently invoked one in American case
law. But in practice, the court is much more involved
in applying the law which was enunciated in Fyre
case, there are various factors which are being deter-
mined by the court which includes the identification
of the authenticity of the evidence. Its applicability
has been varied from case to case in the US, but the
principle evolved in the Fyre’s case soon became
quite helpful in solving many cases relating to vari-
ous issues with the help of DNA Technology.

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is broadly termed as
building the genetic blueprint of life. It was first de-
scribed by the scientists ...

Francis HC Crick and James D Watson in 1953.

Crick and Watson identified the double-helix struc-
ture of DNA, which resembles a twisted ladder, and
established the role of DNA as the material that
makes up the genetic code of living organisms.

DNA is the same in every cell throughout an indi-
vidual’s body, whether it is a skin cell, sperm cell, or
blood cell. With the exception of identical twins, no
two individuals have the same DNA blueprint.

The Code of Criminal Procedure and the Indian
Evidence Act were enacted at a time when modern
scientific advancement and DNA tests were not even
in the contemplation of Parliament or legislature.
Worldwide, it has been proven that the results of
DNA test, if conducted in conformity with modern
and latest protocol on the subject, are scientifically
accurate.There is an urgent need to incorporate some
provisions in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, to manage sci-
ence and technology issues. Due to lack of such pro-
vision, investigating officers face trouble in
collecting evidence that involves modern mechanism
to prove the accused guilty.

Section 53 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973, authorises a police officer to get the assistance

of a medical practi-

‘Star - Gazing’

tioner in good faith
for the purpose of the
investigation. But, it

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, NOVEMBER 26, 2017

does not enable a
complainant collect

Moon sextile Mercury on your solar return chart suggests a good year
ahead. This can be a year when you put your mind into full focus and
create the world you have longed to live in. Love and romance is likely
to be a profound growing and building field in 2017 as it is directly open
fo your ability to bring stability and security into this realm. Children in
some capacity play a role in the year ahead and require a sense of
responsibility and dedication. Make sure you access and allow your
inner child ample time to play and enjoy the things you have discovered
in life. Expect the sparkle of romance to be an integral part of 2017.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You are committed, bold and adventurous right now. You are

more effective in general, in attempts to express your
creativity. You have a stronger ability to hold the attention of
an audience. Love, love affairs, and other social activities

help to enhance a healthy self-image. You may spend extra
money on things that will make your life more comfortable
and pleasant, and work that needs to be done in and around

the home becomes a priority.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

By the present planetary combination you would focus on
having fun, enjoying sports and expressing yourself effi-
ciently. A love affair may become a litle more serious now.
Spending time with someone special is a focus. You are
looking to expand your activities, and you may find that you
have a lot of energy for higher studies, travel, or brand new
subjects. It's a good time to work out money problems or other
issues of sharing with a partner. You receive pleasure from
anything that expands your horizons, both physically and
mentally. You derive pleasure from your health regimen.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

This is an excellent time for travel, education, communica-
tions, and higher learning. You might consider furthering your
education and hobbies; it is a fabulous time to do so or simply
broadening your knowledge in a more informal manner.
Career and vocational issues may benefit from the increased
clarity you possess. Much of your energy will be applied
to vocational achievement, professional success, and

leadership during this period. Some form of pleasant results
in your education or profession brings rewards and recog-

nition.
Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

This phase brings fabulous results for domestic and work
related matters. Sporis person also benefit from this planetary
alignment as they are infused with positive energy and gain

recognition for their talents and hard work. You are more
stimulated by all that is unconventional and your ideas are
original and progressive now. This is a time to follow your

dreams and ideas, and to plant a seed in the form of a wish
for the future. People at work might be surprised by your
ability to assert yourself and your needs. Speculation, as
long as it's reasonable, may prove worthwhile. Your
creativity is stronger than usual, and children can figure

prominently in your life.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

This period enhances funds, brings monetary gains and you
may earn from previous invesiments. You have more faith
ﬁ:eserves and resources, for this placement can bring a good
deal of success in all monetary pursuits. You are far less
inhibited when it comes to expressing yourseli creatively,

and you are a lot more fun to be around. Children, romantic
trips, hobbies and other forms of communication and making

in general regarding your career and the direction in which
ou are headed. You will have the ability to build up financial

connections would strongly appeal.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

You would enjoy making things that are beautiful and you
succeed in areas that require an aesthetic sense as well as

artistic ability. Matters conceming your career come to the
fore. You are likely to enjoy a strong feeling of happiness and

solidarity in friendship and love. This is a good time for

research and meditation; but do avoid being dragged down by
issues that have outgrown their worth and purpose. Examining
the past in order to improve the future is certainly worthwhile,
as long as you don't get caught up in the past. You are physically
fit and on top of things.
Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

This is a period of romance, creative activities, entertainment
and children. There would be cooperation and harmony in
relationships and this is the time in which you can work on
resolving differences with loved ones. You are in a position to

Google images

blood, semen etc for bringing criminal charges
against the accused. The CrPC (Amendment) Act,
2005, has brought two new sections which authorise
the investigating officer to collect DNA sample from
the body of the accused and the victim with the help
of medical practitioners.

Perspective on admissibility of DNA in Indian
Legal System

Its use as evidence in criminal investigations has
grown in recent times in Indian legal system. DNA
testing has helped law enforcement, identify crimi-
nals and solve difficult crimes. On the.other hand,
DNA-supported evidence helps in proving that many
convicted people are actually innocent.

The introduction of DNA technology is being per-
ceived to pose serious challenge to some legal and
functional rights of an individual such as ‘Right to
privacy’ and ‘Right against Self-incrimination’. And
this is the most important reason why courts some-
times are reluctant in accepting the evidence based
on DNA technology. Right to Privacy has been in-
cluded under right to life and personal liberty or Ar-
ticle 21of the Indian Constitution. Article 20(3)
provides Right against Self-Incrimination that pro-
tects an accused in criminal cases from providing ev-
idence against himself or evidence which can make
him guilty.

Among the many new tools that science has pro-
vided for the analysis of forensic evidence is the pow-
erful and controversial analysis of deoxyribonucleic
acid, or DNA, the material that makes up the genetic
code of most organisms. DNA analysis, also called
DNA typing or DNA profiling, examines DNA found
in physical evidence such as blood, hair, and semen,
and determines whether it can be matched to DNA
taken from specific individuals. DNA analysis has
become a common form of evidence in criminal tri-
als. It is also used in civil litigation, particularly in
cases involving the determination of paternity of
identity.

The admissibility of the DNA evidence before the
court always depends on its accurate and proper col-
lection, preservation and documentation which can
satisfy the court that the evidence which has been put

in front it is reliable. There is no specific legislation
which is present.

In India that can provide specific guidelines to the
investigating agencies and the court, and the proce-
dure to be adopted in the cases involving DNA as its
evidence.

Moreover, some provisions allow examination of
person accused of rape by medical practitioner and
the medical examination of the rape victim respec-
tively. But the admissibility of these evidences has
remained in a state of doubt as the opinion of the
Supreme Court and high courts in various decisions
remained conflicting. Judges do not deny the scien-
tific accuracy and conclusiveness of DNA testing.

But in some cases, they do not admit this evidence
on the ground of legal or constitutional prohibition
and, sometimes, the public policy.

Many developed countries have been forced to
change their legislation after the introduction of the
DNA testing in the legal system.

There are certain provisions which are present in
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, such as Section 112,
which determine child’s parentage and states that a
child born in a valid marriage between a mother and
a man within 280 days of the dissolution of ...the
marriage, and the mother remaining unmarried shows
that the child belongs to the man, unless proved oth-
erwise but again no specific provision which would
cover modern scientific techniques.

DNA analysis is of utmost importance in determin-
ing the paternity of a child in the cases of civil dis-
putes. Need of this evidence is most significant in the
criminal cases, civil cases, and in the maintenance
proceeding in the criminal courts under Section 125
of the CrPC. But it has been held by the Supreme
Court on several occasions that right to life and per-
sonal liberty is not an absolute right. In Govind Singh
vs State of Madhya Pradesh, the Supreme Court held
that a that a fundamental right must be subject to re-
striction on the basis of compelling public interest.

DNA analysis for a criminal investigation uses
highly sophisticated scientific equipment — first a
DNA molecule from the suspect is disassembled and
selected segments are isolated and measured. Then
the suspect’s DNA profile is compared with one de-
rived from a sample of physical evidence to see
whether the two match. If a conclusive non-match
occurs, the suspect may be eliminated from consid-
eration. If a match occurs, a statistical analysis is per-
formed to determine the probability that the sample
of physical evidence came from another person with
the same DNA profile as the suspect’s. Juries use this
statistical result in determining whether a suspect is
guilty or innocent.

The Supreme Court dismissed the Delhi High
Court’s decision ordering ND Tiwari to undergo the
DNA test is very important from the viewpoint of the
admissibility of such evidence. In this case, Rohit
Shekhar had claimed to be the biological son of Ti-
wari, but ND Tiwari was reluctant to undergo such
test stating that it would be the violation of his right
to privacy and would cause him public humiliation.
But the Supreme Court rejected this point stating
when the result of the test would not be revealed to
anyone and it would be in a sealed envelope, there is
no point of getting humiliated.

The Supreme Court further stated that we want the
young man to get justice; he should not be left with-
out any remedy. It would be very interesting to see
that how courts in India would allow the admissibility
of DNA technology in the future.

(mishrabasant24@yahoo.in)

Portuguese Government.

Goa matters: An insight

By Eduardo Faleiro

of schools and colleges so that it provides

inspire others through your work. Income from foreign sources
could also figure this time. You work on your effectiveness and
examine exactly what has been holding you back from

VA

achieving the results you want. The challenge here is to capture
the newly found and defined self-confidence you have gained.
You are full of energy and indulge in sports and other physical
activities or a structured exercise routine.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
This phase brings responsibilities, seriousness and sensitivity
in relations. The purpose of this combination is for you to make
the connection between your own feelings of self-worth and what
you produce in the real world or get back from the real world.
Your career, reputation, and public life are influenced. Increased
public recognition and professional success characterizes this
time. Health issues will setile down as you get back into your
normal rhythm.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
The planetary configuration brings financial gains and profits from
business. This can be a time of achievement, career advance-
ment, and success in business. Work-related travel is possible
now. It is more about how you express yourself than the
specifics of what you are saying that helps away others to your
position. More contact with authority figures is likely at this time.
Do what you feel is right, keeping in mind that you are in the
forefront of things.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
You pour more energy into self-promotion or business activities.
It's a good time to work out money problems or other issues of
sharing with a partner. You tend to be expansive and generous
when it comes to love and relations. An event may occur that
expands your career or professional interests, and you derive
more pleasure from these activities. More freedom is likely to
be experienced in several aspects of your career. This is an
especially spiritual time for you. You enjoy doing things with
others at work and home, as synergy and cooperation are
available to you now.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
Taking care of business is primary during this phase. You need
the energies, companionship and support of other people, and
they may also seek out your support and companionship. An
event may occur that expands your career or professional
interests, and you derive more pleasure from these activities.
More freedom is likely to be experienced in your career. You
are called upon to deal with the details and practicalities of
everyday life, to become more organized, and to take charge
of your routines. It's time to formulate some clear goals and plans.
Circumstances are such that you need to develop some healthy
habits, routines, and schedules.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You may begin to take on more responsibilities on the job or at
a place where you are a volunteer. Your job could become rather
tedious and boring, or working conditions may be poor,
demanding, or frustrating. Believing in & grand plan is fine, but
practical concemns need to be dealt with as well. Recognizing
your personal limitations in terms of just how much you can give
to others and just how much compassion and understanding you
can show is essential now. If's time to structure your life. Issues
of guilt, worry, and anxiety could crowd your mind - relaxation
techniques and drawing on your inner strength would be

beneficial.

he government recently announced a

I provision of Rs 400 per month per

student of primary schools which im-
part education through Konkani or Marathi
as an incentive to them.

Indeed, in Goa, the language of study at
the primary level should be either Konkani
or Marathi. Konkani is the mother tongue of
the people of Goa. Marathi is and has al-
ways been the literary language of a large
segment of our population. There is no jus-
tification for English as a medium of in-
struction at the primary level. It should be
the second language from the third standard
onwards.

The Diocesan Society of Education
should ensure that its primary schools teach
through Konkani and Marathi and stop
teaching through the English medium.
Konkani should be taught in the Devnagri
script as it will provide access to Marathi
and Hindi which is the national language.
Children will learn the romi script when
they learn English.

The importance of national languages and
the assertion of national cultural identity is
growing everywhere in the world. In emerg-
ing India it will be necessary to be fluent in
at least two Indian languages, the local lan-
guage and Hindi for success.

English is at present the main interna-
tional language. In this globalised world, the
importance of English is inescapable and
English may be taught as a subject from the
third standard. Parents have the right to de-
cide on the medium of instruction for their
children. However, under Article 21 A of the
Constitution, it is for the state to determine
the medium of instruction in schools to
which it will provide grants for free educa-
tion.

It is incorrect to say studying at the pri-
mary level in local language impairs aca-
demic performance. During the colonial rule
some children would study in Marathi pri-
mary schools and then enrol themselves in
the Portuguese Lyceum. They performed as
well, and sometimes better, than their coun-
terparts who did their primary education
through the Portuguese medium. Some of
them went on to become ministers in the

Every child should get quality education.
It is essential that schools should be
equipped with qualified teachers. It is of
fundamental importance to have quality
training programmes for Konkani and
Marathi teachers. There are some such train-
ing programmes at present but they need to
be more comprehensive and effective.

The government should schedule pro-
grammes to sensitise parents as to the need
for their children to learn in the mother
tongue. The state government and the
schools may collaborate with the West Zone
Cultural Centre under the Union Ministry
of Culture to conduct programmes for chil-
dren so that they appreciate their national
heritage and culture. There are also private
organisations like SPICMACAY and IN-
TACH that conduct similar programmes for
children.

The government declared last month that
it will grant a one-time financial assistance
on humanitarian grounds to those persons
who were directly or indirectly involved in
the freedom struggle of Goa but could not
be declared as freedom fighters for failing
to meet the eligibility conditions as pro-
vided under the Freedom Fighters Welfare
Rules. It is necessary that the specific cri-
teria to identify the recipients of this pro-
posed financial assistance are made public.

It is very important to preserve the mem-
ory and teachings of the leaders of our Free-
dom Movement. In 2011, I arranged for a
portrait of Dr TB da Cunha, known as the
Father of our Freedom Struggle, and at my
instance it was unveiled in the Central Hall
of Parliament on December 19, the 50th
Anniversary of Goa Liberation by the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, in the presence
of the Prime Minister, Union Ministers,
Leaders of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, Congress President and the
three Goan MPs. The portrait is now on per-
manent display at the Parliament House
along with those of the foremost national
leaders.

Selected writings of da Cunha were
published in 1961 under the caption
“Goa’s Freedom Struggle”. The book is
presently out of print. It should be
reprinted and included in the curriculum

a much needed sense of direction to our
society.

There is concern expressed in Goa
about the large-scale influx of migrants
into our state. Goa needs migrant labour.
However, uncontrolled migration into the
state can upset its demographic composi-
tion and lead to social and economic prob-
lems. There are several laws to control
migration into the State but these laws are
not being implemented eftectively and re-
main largely on paper.

The Interstate Migrant Workmen (Reg-
ulation of Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act of 1979, The Contract
Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act of
1970 and the Goa Daman and Diu Inter
State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of Service)
Rules 1982 are some such laws.

The State Government is required to ap-
point inspectors to oversee implementa-
tion of the Act. The law directs builders
and labour contractors to provide residen-
tial accommodation, sanitation and other
facilities to the workers engaged by them.
Yet, these provisions are ignored and
much of the migrant labour lives in slums
under the most unhygienic conditions
which pose major health hazards to the
migrants as well as to the local people.
The machinery for implementation of the
Labour legislation needs to be strength-
ened urgently and it should not fall prey to
inducements from big employers and con-
tractors.

All migrant workers should be regis-
tered compulsorily in the Panchayats and
Municipalities. Aadhar cards as well as
Public Distribution System (PDS) cards
should be issued to them to avoid having
to buy foodgrains and kerosene at high
prices. The State Government should hold
a yearly audit of all contractors who em-
ploy migrant workers and submit a report
to the State Legislature for its scrutiny. It
should also open an Internet portal indi-
cating the contractors and migrant workers
in Goa for public information and verifi-
cation.

(The author is a former
Union minister)
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“The law of harvest is to reap more than
you sow. Sow an act, and you reap a hal
Sow a habit and you reap a character. Sq

a character and you reap a destiny.”
--- Omar Khayyam

)
)

. Election: A game of
aligning and realigning

community). The reaso
power then election is is merely because the
simply the time for the ) leaders are the only fe
IpoIi icians to align and 90@l is to capture powera|so expect the MLA toMLAs that dare to
lrreea':#gn themselves toPoliticians also think that(yithout fail) visit them challenge authority. A
tishieve that goal. Potentiafh®Y can only perform if they quring bereavements andne point of time they
333?% opportunistic @ré in power, so aligningshow-up during theireven have the audacity
idates

JuD/LeT has been arrested and the 6th time th are switchingVith any party which they children’s birthday compare one of them wit
safterfrom one party to€XPect to come to0 powelgelepration and weddingsé Tirot Sing Syiem and

h nrel . Therel me a few siiadbvels
as been released. The release came afe day_another for the sake of gAfter the election is their onlyThis is one of the mostthere are plenty of suc

the US Congress dropped the LeT from a provis{diet 1o contest in the nextdoal: But then we also havgmportant qualifications hero worshippers lurking
in a bill linking financial aid to Pakistan with actid

yalection and almost everyPoliticians who switch sidesfor a candidate to bein the different socia
by Pakistan against terrorist groups. The Paki
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Pakistan and terror-mongering
HAFIZ Saeed has been released from house &
once again. It is the 7th time that the head of

Vol No: LX No.107 If politics is all about

By H.H. Mohrmen

Will Rahul succeed as Congress President?

Lessons from his
predecessors
are aplenty

By Harihar Swarup

= >

~ Rahul ~ Gandhi hastg the post. The other
omproved tremendously, contenders were Kriplani
nsooner than expected as hgnd Shankarrao Deo, a
prepares to take-over thepemper of the Constituent
hmantle of the Congressassembly. Nehru had no
JPresident, a position held byparticular liking for either, but
his mother, father, was vehemently opposed to
Pgrandmother and great-tandon. After Tandon was
grandfather. He is no longerg|ected, despite Nehru’s
fcalled “Pappu” by his critics. gpposition, he initially
He has now become a leadefefused to be a member of
tby his own right and the Working Committee. He
Pmatured as he campaigns ifelented later, but the crisis
Gujarat where a shatterettame to a head after Tandon
"Congress has emerged as @id not honour Nehru’s
ilormidable force to face thewish that his colleague Rafi
FBJP in the coming assemblyahmed Kidwai be elected in
elections. It is said in lighter the CWC. Kidwai quit the
‘vein that Prime Minister Congress but stayed on in
Narendra Modi has madethe cabinet. Tandon

arty has at least one sipecause they are noglected as an MLA,media platforms on th
idate who had hoppe@‘"m:ﬁd partyttlckeht_s ﬁnﬁl joinpecause if the MLA Visitslnt(_errhnet. I 0
army had said that Saeed was detained in the natioeral one party to another.2NOtNEer party Which Nas ghe family during these 1here are aiso oing
) y ther, this time around_completely dlffer_ent socials occasions, thefactors that influencg
interest. The house arrest came a few days Bgf.a@llbst the entire of ”S,[ldeol_c]zgt)r/1 fromtthe prew?usthe family is considered topeog_lg tto I\{[ote flgr bE
Donald Trump took office as President of the U@ndidates of some of the’n® I th€ party guarant€€ge in a better peckingtandidate. 1t coud b
p L . ~ I political parties comprisesthat the candidate will get aorder in the community. Pecause he or she is fro
Trump was vitriolic in his attack on terror in Pakistai,se who had at leasticket to contest in the next voters also expect thédhe same village or th
and Saeed's term of house arrest was extendefdcted from one party. ~election. candidates to “arrang@ame area, € same o«
. ) . . Will a politician who had | am fortunate that myampulances or a mortuary’®'0ngs to_ the sam
Pakistan surprised India by putting the JuD offshiqQl, gefected even once froninterest in community work yan if and when they neednurch or faith tradition
Tehri-e-Azadi Kashmir on the list of prosecutade party to another raisgakes me to different placesne and in some extreméh® list o exqa”ls“ve
" . his or her hand? Surelyand | have the opportunitycases even if some membef 'S TV TUnf 10 Jearn
organisations. Back in 2009, two FIRs wegg vt i 'to visit particularly villages of their family i g.the reason or the basis
cept for the first timers min the Jaintia hills and Ofo their family is arreste 'which the people ele
registered against Hafiz Saeed. But these were gh@itics,  almost  all : L they expect the MLA being,,_ .

g g iticians have defected,Course since it is alsog powerful man in thethelr MLAs, because the
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lived. JuD was not listed as a terrorist organis ause even if those wh&lection time, it also give megovernment to imervenereézcstotrf]lsem ét))(rc :”tsoith g
and the civilian government of Pakistan in Islamalegte elected as independer!® opportunity get the localor interfere with the law of capacity o be a ﬁ’egislato
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was taken to task by Pakistan High Court [fQE ©n different  matters  Then th e RRecently, a priva
ans they have defected: - ¢ en there are peop Efneetmg was convened
working under pressure from India and the US. [THes raises the pertinen€taining to the election.who hero worship theiry o™ \jop MLAs  and

. , . i uestion as to whether!his helps me acquire som@ | As. They consider
High Court’s recent order releasing Hafiz Saeed ﬁmmcians have any Pointof view on the villagerstheir MLAs almost like a

house arrest was only to be expected. principles at all. Do they CONCept of an ideal leader ofemi-god. No wonder we

. . . | stand for any principle orWho according to them is a|so call them ‘lei san
Allthis shows how really serious/unserious Paki f@@ology at a3|’| %ecaupse wegood leader or rather whagnem' because peopl
is about turning its heat on terrorism in that courtrgve examples of politicia

nsdo they look for in a personcreate a larger than lif
L , L S
It is significant that Saeed’s release coincides

itching sides from a party!© elect as an MLA. Itis alsojmage of their hero. Right
th a liberal ideology to and tOPF(’jO”U“'W thtp now in my opinion there
the anniversary of the Mumbai attacks. The trigltbét of religious oriented Understan €Il are two set politicians tha : :
.ry , L arty with right wing Perspective of developmenpegple worship as heroest.rf];hgaﬁéaﬁzfr?rter;“ey(h)'
those belonging to Saeed’s organisation, who W&k&hation and then back to®f What exactly is that whichThe first category is the . <o this is not the fir
arrested by Pakistan’s Federal Investigation Agemacyarty with a similar fjheyl Cor;S'der Sextremely rich politicians. 10" 1hat"the party ha
. . . ology again? evelopment: Their followers believe
is still pending and there is no assurance thal i
criminals will be convicted in the near future. Unl
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under the Shillong cit
@nd the attempt was t
ave an informa
consultation with som
[grominent personalitie

ide .
ghgo party ideologies _ !N some areas that | havghat they can buy the'rgggri?s%d tIJrLIJttthhl|35 if)lr?g ho
gally matter to them? ThisViSited, development meangyay  to anything . : :

: raised a very challengin

is_the question that voterd'@Ving black-topped roadsanywhere. They believe

Pakistan takes prompt action in this regard, relatiQRS,1q~  ask  becausaVhich connect their viIIaggsthat- there is nothing thatgt#le;tio&:SEenvc;\;]vgedhgn
between India and Pakistan can never improweyadays politician changeWVith a town or a city. T this thejr hero cannot docoVed in the Unite

sides like chameleons. In thdS done they consider thahecause money after al
@ast when we had only thgh® MLA has done his job.can buy anything.
€argress and few regiona! course roads are the These politicians or
arties as major contender@@ckbone of developmentather these political
aE)‘F%ower in the state, it wasPUt the important questionfamilies can set up
easy because the politician§ Whether the mandate of ayhosoever they choos
are either regionalists orMLA is merely to ensure a5 candidates (as long
liberal nationalists, but nowthat all the roads arene/she is member of th
things have changed. Nowplacktopped. Is all that thefam”y) and yet people will

ations challenged th
party leadership b
asking the people on t
dais, if they dare go to th
eople and take the iss
f corruption as
arty’s agenda.
We are yet to se

Pakistan itself is a victim of terrorism. There w
suicide bombing in Peshawar at the same tim
Saeed was released. What really is the differé
between good and bad terrorists?

LOOKING BACK

May 5, 1989 we have many nationalMLA has to do for five follow them without parties  which take
arties with different Years? And if it is the dutyquestion. It matters not jgcorruption as the mai
p ' lank to contest thg

AICC(I) Body recommends
3-Tier Panchayat Raj

The policy and programmeon Panchayati Raj to th
committee of AICC (I) has AICC (I) meeting on May
recommended a three-tien0. The Panchayati Ra
Panchayati Raj structure - abodies at all the three leve|

ideologies and even within©f the politicians to bring the candidate is educate
the regional parties we havelacktopped roads then whagr not; or if he/she has an
what we can call liberald0 We need the engineergxperience in public life or
progressive regional partied0r? IS access to betteéhot, The hero worshippe
Fand those with radicaln€alth-care, higheryil| follow the leader like
protective ideologies but®ducation and creatinghe mice in the story of th
li_'even between these tW({'r‘]’e“hOOdl o?pqrtun|tlest;‘]orpied piper of Hamelin
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committee, headed by partyand mandatory elections,© @nother, not bothering to b ) say that they are too richyyits his or her interest. |
Lprove where or what they

eneral secretary Mr V Nth mmitt has i :

%adgil, was pre)éented tOSuG;;ges(t:gd ° stand for. grounds on which  thethat matter anything at all

Congress (I) president Mr  The constitution should It is therefore proven people vote a person to be Then there is anothe
beyond doubt that ideology?" MLA is because he isq

Rajiv Gandhi. rovide the role, authorit ; ;
The report will be gnd jurisdiction  of| or making a stand on an ccessible, which means h

considered at the meeting oPanchayati Raj institution
the working committee indicating a minimum list of
tomorrow while subjects in respect of sug
recommending its resolutioninstitutions. of things because their onlyAnd of course the votersthe "jaidbynriew,” (the yniform.

Let's talk

long as there i
'corruption the state wil
not go anywhere. Th

to spineles

€lrealigning for the benefi
roup who hero-worshipof the politicians will

pollution especially when

customers. This is a sham&he health sector

the

lection, However forwarg
Yooking the manifesto is

€revailing situation gives

But the most commont lose the election or forgjtations like that, this

; . their leaders, because theyontinue and the state wi
sissue is the last thing thatS @ good person with whomsee them as the messiafiso continue to have th
politicians and political they can talk to wheneverang pelieve that they aresame kind of politicians
tparties have in their schemé@nd whatever they feel like.on|y ones who can saveypeit in a different

Yours etc.. . outstanding dues from its oldnvolvement and control inreferred to by the college
Iswhere was the need fo

Rim a leader by his sustainetbjected and Kidwai had to
attacked on Gandhi scion.resign.
On his part, Rahul replied In July 1951, Nehru
with same ferocity and learntforced a showdown by
the tactic of political resigning from the CWC.
brinkmanship. The party was wrecked by a
Rahul appears to be afull-blown crisis. Months
¥oung man in hurry and hislater, Tandon too resigned.
impulses are almost like hisNehru was elected
reat-grandfather JawaharlaPresident. He
Nehru. Itis early to say if his succeeded by U N Dhebar,
fempers will be like famouswho was President until
Nehruvian temper. He does1959.
ot have poise and calm of Indira Gandhi succeeded
his father Rajiv Gandhi. Dhebar in May, 1959 but
If the Congress wins in stayed in the post for only
Gujarat—party has few months. Neelam Sanjiva
doubtless improved Reddy took over in January
enormously—Rahul's image1960 and, in 1964, the
twill sky-rocket. He will presidentship passed on to
akeover as the Congres«. Kamaraj, who had been
chief before the first phasePresident of the Tamil Nadu
9f polling in the state on Congress and  Chief
December 9. Gujarat mayMinister of Madras. Within
rove a turning point in months, the party plunged
Rahul’'s political career; luck into, perhaps, its biggest
appears to be smiling on himgcrisis since independence.
He will also lead the poll  On May 27, 1964, Nehru
campaign in next year’sdied, and Kamaraj, then
election in Madhya PradeshPresident for four months,
here Chief Minister Shivraj faced the challenge of
Singh Chauhan’s image hasegotiating the transition.
touched rock-bottom, Morarji Desali, the
besides the heavy anti-heavyweight from Gujarat,
incumbency. The otherhad thrown hat in the ring
elections due are ineven as Kamaraj began a
nChhattisgarh and Rajasthanmassive exercise to consult
2in the run up to Lok Sabhathe party chief ministers
poll in 2019. and MPs. A meeting of the
. Apart from elections, the extended CWC at the end of
sHimalayan task Rahul facesMay produced no decision.
is to revive the CongressBy then Kamaraj had
ewhich is at its lowest ebb, realized that Lal Bahadur
electorally and politically, in Shastri  had  popular
5its 133-year history. Thesupport;  Morarji  too
party has survived understood he was not the
debilitating splits, first choice of most leaders.
nhumiliating electoral defeatsKamaraj persuaded him to
and ferocious internal powerwithdraw, and Shastri

t

course of aligning andstruggles, but never faced abecame Prime Minister.

[existential crisis of the kind The next big challenge

it faces today. came in January, 1966 when
Il As Rahul taken up theShastri passed away
eyigantic challenging of unexpectedly in Tashkent.
reviving the party, he hasKamaraj faced managing the
certain advantages; he facetransition again. Morarji, for

no major dissent from the second time, staked his
within; no ideological claim. ButKamarajhad other
divisions either. But this plans. He wanted Indira to
wasn’t the case always. Thdake over. He consulted
,14 men and two women—CMs, who ensured Indira’s

plastics are involved. Banmmankhraw . . ¢ ! ] rgiants and dwarfs—who candidature. Morarji.

environment! There's a reason we refer to Lyngdoh, @nd also a big crime. Is theesponsible for what issuch undertakings? Is thepreceded him in the yeardobbied hard, but Kamaraj,

" the earth as 'Mother Earth’ Shillong - 793005 Meghalaya ~Governmenthappening in Gurugramprincipal soweak and|after Independence faced avith the party old guards,
because like our mother listening? We the victimsand also in many otherhelpless that he canndtange of circumstances thaensured Indira secured a

Editor, who looks after the house would like to know what thehospitals in our country. enforce the existing ruleswere peculiar to their majority in the Congress
Everyone talks about the;ng our well being similarly Reliance Government proposes to do Yours etc., op student attendance? |$istorical and political Parliamentary Party and
environment these days. It ishe Earth through the . ; to recover help recover public SqutkDe, the Prospectus, with acontexts, and that of thebecame the Prime Minister.
becoming an increasinglyenyironment is providing us Cheatlng ItS money. \[)es kwe wﬁntfoHr Kolkata ey high price tag, onlyl Congress party of the time. The history of the
important topic. This is dueth all that we need. Since | money da.ct W'tt duth a decorative piece thatWhat were they? How did Congress is long with the
to the fact that thee repay our Mother with customers! compoun mter?s gnt c e Why an should not be takenthese presidents deal withparty having seen extreme
environment has suffered a lofood deeds, we also need tc(;)gginy must also be taken dertaki seriously? If the collegg them? ups and downs but the
especially from the dumpingto repay Mother Earth by Editor, ' Sarad Joshi UNCETaKINg  Lgministration is so keen Kripalani, ~ Congress worst time came after 2014
of garbage. Looking at ourconserving what she gives Kudos to Mr. Salil Gewali Viaemail ON attendance’) to deal with studentgPresident in 1947, was aelections when the party
city we see that there are a Iofis. we don't really payfor calling a spade a spade! | " through undertakings|leader and intellectual in hisplunged in an all-time low;
of 'dustbins’ and ‘dumpstersmych attention as yet to thdéully endorse his views as | D . then | think it would only|OWn right, but the party wasreduced to 44 seats in the
everywhere. These are nOfmportance  of  our@m one of the victims of octors or Editor, e fair that there shouldPacked with towering Lok Sabha. Rahul takes over
actually rubbish bins butenvironment as our climatéReliance Telecom who is mercenarlesf; Through your esteemecﬁe undertakings of aleaders—Jawaharlal Nehruthe reign of the party at this
roadsides and drains angk still one of the best in tha@cing this predicament. My *  daily, | would like to express Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, critical juncture and has to
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he past 17 years was Editor, development in St
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basically any free space neagountry. It's only till the
highways. ~ Garbage iSchanges due to our owr
basically dumped acts start affecting us that

college as well to fulfil its

towards the student
nsofar as the service
nd needs paid for b

Unfortunately, this is
here the college ha

inding nature on the

part of the obligations

hem are concerned

ailed miserably. All is not
ell especially since the
st few years after a ney

Vallabhbhai Patel, Mahatmarebuilt the organization brick
Gandhi himself. Nehru by brick.

.backed Kripalani, more so, to Sonia Gandhi took over
counter the conservativeas the Congress President
Purushottam Das Tandonwhen the party was
But Nehru rejected disintegrating. Her greatest
‘Kripalni’s view that the party contribution was to unify
| should be consulted onthe Congress and prevent it
Pimportant decisions andfrom further disintegrating.
policy pronouncements ofShe is the longest serving
the government. The PrimeCongress President; over 13
“Minister had the upper handyears. Under her, the

that cab throw something orand Clean City', as we mus{p, . : i : : ; : ! _
_ , ameless Reliance declineffortis Memorial Hospital ., "4 10\ uhich is gdispensation took ovefin the first party versus Congress ruled as many as

the other on the road. Oufiirst be Green and Clearys it notified through SMscharged a seven-year-old inII oeods u?heings Buct tf]eathe administration of the governmentp u}gs,e inl6 states and ruled the

rivers and streams are alspefore becoming andiat | have to first clear theAdya Singh's parents Rs'lguestion that arises iscollege. Accountability is| jnqependent India— centre for two terms of five

dying a slow death due toaiming for a 'Smart' One. Wayil| amount of Rs 350. But!akh for her 15 days of hot of the students an

§vhen the requisite minimumg

pollution especially in the still have time and let's usgyhat about my securitytreatment in the hospital an
ttendan for st nt y ;
gittendance for stude college administration a

form of car washing. Newthis precious time correctl it which is Ivi ith that too after her death, i .
streams are being discoverednd IOstart preserving whggheigoggn\qlvg]é%@.Is\/\%l;l%swtlthheclearl_y shows the results ofas been clearly laid down® "
not to be preserved but to beve have now at every levetompany is silent on the@llowing profiteers to hijackand stipulated in the
polluted. Garbage is still beingof the community asprocess of refunding thethe health sector without anycollege Prospectus and
burnt in non-municipal areasenvironmental  changesecurity ~ deposit  but¢ontrol. Lack of when similar rule of NEHU
thereby contributing to air affects all and spares noneaggressively C0||ectingGovernments participation,n that respect is also often

Yours etc.

request)

arents only but of the

A Concerned Paren
(Name withheld on

jKripaIani was succeeded byyears each. She will also be
the low-key Pattabhi remembers for declining to

5Sitaramayya at the _become Prim_e Minister and
Congress’s Jaipur session innhstead putting the crown
1948. on the head of Manmoh_an
A power struggle erupted Singh, a noted economist,
in 1950 when Tandon, known for his integrity and
backed by Patel staked clainfionesty. (IPA Service)
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“Pride is an admission of weakness
it secretly fears all competition and
dreads all rivals.”

--- William Morris
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IT should be reassuring to the north eastern st

that they will for the first time play a big role durir
the ASEAN summitin January. India's external aff
minister, Sushma Swaraj called the governors @
north eastern states to a meeting recently with
objective of integrating foreign and domestic pol
concerning these states. Raveesh Kumar of
ministry said that the interactive discussions at
meeting would feed into the deliberations of
ASEAN summit. Suggestions made by govern
were prioritised. As a first step, Bhutan will ope
consulate in Guwabhati. India's Bangladesh, Bh
and Nepal initiatives will be highlighted in its Act

E
policy. The new initiatives will be run by sorI

specific departments.

For the first time Assam will host an ‘'Inve
ASEAN' summit. Heads of states of all ASEA
countries will take steps to create economic linka
between the NE and ASEAN countries. T

Northeast Development summit was recently opemétf

by India's President Ram Nath Kovind. The
priority focused at the summit was connectiv
Security challenges in the north eastern states

diminished in the recent past as the militants arg3fi

the retreat. There have been several year
misunderstanding between the Northeast

mainland India. The trilateral highway throu
Myanmar should open by 2020. The same goe
the Kaladan multi-modal project, which is curren
lagging because of the unrest caused by the Roh
exodus. With Bangladesh, the connectivity linkal
that existed before 1965 would be revivg
Northeastern music and dance groups will tra
more, particularly to ASEAN countries. Funds

being earmarked from the other department
upgrade medical colleges and hospitals in Assan
Meghalaya to receive patients from Myanmar

Bangladesh. Finally, areas which need an inner g

permit to travel will be reduced. Thus, there will
emphasis on making the Northeast the gatewsa
the East.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 5, 1989

37 Bodo ultras held,
arms hauled

Police arrested 37 Bodothat Christian missionaries

extremists and recovered a 30%ere helping the Bodg
rifle, three stolen scootersagitators.  Later, hg
one handmade pistol andliscussed the latest la
eleven live cartridges duringand order situation with the
search operation in a numbebistrict Commissioner, the
of villages in Kokrajhar Director General of Police
district of Assam yesterdaythe Superintendent o

an official report said. The rifle Police sand other high

was earlier stolen from police officials.

Meanwhile, extremists ; ;
stabbed to death a chowkidar, 'Jawah.ar Yolana IS
Jatin Basumatari, of Salekari  election stunt’
NHPC, under Basugaon Opposition in the Lok

police station of the samegapha today described th

district. Jawahar Yojana announce
A Congress (I) worker py prime Minister Mr Rajiv
Hiranya Goswami wasgGandhi as n "electior

severely assaulted by somgyni* and “old wine in new

miscreants at Kampur inpottie" and said it was nddo more than that. The othelistrict Administration and

Nagaon district last night. Hegqution to the massive

was shifted to the hOSpitalunemployment problem ir
where he later died.iphe rural areas

Meanwhile, Home Minister payticipating in a specialaround, are misusing the terniocated behind the Office of

Mr Bhrigu Kumar Phukan hasgiscussion on the yojan

warned that Mr Uprendragpposition members aske
Nath Brahma, president of thg,ow could a "revolution”
All Bodo Students’ Union pe prought about by giving
(ABSU) would be employment to people only
responsible if the traditionalfor fifty to one hundred
harmony, existing amongdays in a year. They wer
different communities in the particularly critical of the
state, is shattered.
Talking to newsmen atassistance directly to th
Bhabanipur in Barpeta districtzilla parishads for
yesterday, he said that thémplementation of rural
government would take allemployment programme.
steps for the security of life  Strongly supporting the
and property of the peopleyojana, Congress-
Mr Phukan accompanied bymembers said they coul
Law Minister Mr Surendra not understand oppositio
Nath Nedhi, Mr Charanmembers stand on
Narzary and Mr Kumar programme that aimed §
Deepak Das, both MLAs,mitigating rural
and Director General of Policeunemployment. Defending
, visited Salbari and Ruphaithe proposal to give centrg
Bazar in Barpeta districtfunds to zilla parish, they
where Bodo extremists killedsaid, what was attempte
three persons inlcuidng arwas "bypass surgery” t
Assistant Engineer and setmprove matters. They
on fire a higher secondarywanted more such plans f
school recently. help the urban poor an

proposal to give central

Meghalaya: Dead L

published. Both studiesmain sufferers. Reflecting theback-wards andchurchgoers that crow
&fyered a national spectrunfiighest fertility rate in theinstiutionalised the streets on Sunday
an(? provided detailedcountry, caused by lowcentralization of powerswith Bibles and hymnals ir
lghdices, state by state. Ongontraceptive use, thethrough the Meghalayahand are not the true fag
Hifsthe 15th annual surveyproportion of children agedBasin Developmentof the Christian
called "State of the States"0-6 years is the highest in théuthority. community. A prominent
fdlhducted by India’'s moscountry (2011 Census). In At a seminar last weekpastor once told me tha

'(%ely circulated weekly, large families that are poorwe heard from the Missionmany Christians in the rurz
ndia Today. the children tend to beDirector, State Resourcereas are ashamed to go
Women, church because they dor

CY This survey, conductedmalnourished. Our state ha€entre  for

tm Nielsen, a globalthe highest prevalence ofGovernment of Meghalayshave good clothes o
i grmation, data andstunting and vitamin A that the number of rapesgcannot afford the bus o
thisasurement  companygdeficiency.For certain cancei93 in 2015, has strikinglysumo fare.

vered the parameters o$ites, the highest rates occuiisen to more than four It's not just the apathy
”i%ucation, entrepr-in Meghalaya, such ashundred so far in theof the Church, it's worsg
@nseurship, enviro-nmentlaryngeal and esophageaihcomplete year of 2017.than that. Patriarchal
and cleanliness, inclusivecancer for both men andShe also reported thapolicies and practices i
velopment, infrastructure women. among rapes inthe Church have a dired
utamrism, agriculture, Because of complex sociaMeghalaya, in 95.5% of thempact on women's
overnance, economy andrends, single-mother headedases, the rapist is knowmealth. The high fertility
alth. The 30 states wer&ouseholds are on the riseto the victim. rate, reluctance to us
divided into large and smallMeghalaya has the highest The Church: mute contraception stem fron
categories. In the 10 smalpercentage of abandonedystander > _ €]
states, Meghalya standgvomen, deserted mostly in In the overall ranking of has given". The inability
dast in the overall rankings.the age range of 25-40. Keralamall states in the Indig0f women to negotiate
ur state is last in tourismhas more woman headedoday Survey, the threesafe and protected sex,
|§nd infrastructure, ninth inhouseholds, but this isChristian majority statesPecause thei
and order and educatiomccounted for by male workare ranked 6, 7, and 10, thdisadvantaged positio
The other study wasmigration. The children ofintervening states beind". relationships is
hﬁblished in Lancet, asingle mothers in our state ar&anipur and Tripura. r'emfor(‘:leo.l by teaching
\ tigious medical journal.less healthy and more pronSurely this is a sadlike, "wives should
Eniitled, "Nations within a to dropping out of school. commentary on the state ofuPmit themselves t

[@Rtion: variations... across In education our state hashe Christian community,th€ir husbands”. Thes
are important factors thg

\

he states of India 1990-2016many dubious distinctions.so Westernised in thei :
t%‘ the Global DiseaseAmong them are the lowesmindset, but unable toCOI’]tl’Iblét_e _Ito h.thﬁ
hexv@y". The study wasability of children in the forge ahead €Xtraordinarily 'g

D
C

T,

ed on cumulative datdNortheast region, highestdevelopmentally like theT‘"ﬂ‘:"rnaI mortality rate ir
compiled by the Indiandropout rate in the countryfirang societies we admiré esgt\?vtk?il.e in the end we
cafncil of Medical Researchand lowest pass percentaggo unabashedly. But the ust conclude that th
[ﬁm the Public Healthin the school boardgreater failure is the neglecgjn ontinuin
oundation of India. Theyexaminations. Meghalayaof the poor, widows, backwardness of ogu
ghbted that health indices inrecorded the highest decadairphans, the socially tate is a collective
ti states of India, many apopulation growth disadvantaged groups th ilure. those of us whd
% %e as countries elsewherpercentage among all statesur Bible exhorts us to carey o for’tunate to be bettd
thn the globe, variedin India between Censusor. off in terms of education]
ﬁ%edly from state to state2001 and Census 2011. Our Between the opulenceand means. must bear
the Indian states werg@opulation pyramid with a of the city churches and thfl’arger share’than the mo
pesmped into four preponderance of childrereloquence of themarginalised. But
tegories. The top groupnd youth dictates certairpreachers, the poor a”‘{!lltimately, culpability lies
cluded Himachal Pradeshstrategic approaches tmeedy are shoved aside. the door of
\Rehjab, Tamilnadu, Goa andnealth and education. few individual pastors dogqoyernment. This
Kerala. Some of the health Failure of governance yeoman work for thegovernment is not solel
Alfandards in these states Bibek Debroy, an eminentmarginalized but very little 1o blame, but it is surely
satgroach those ineconomist, member of thds done by the churches ifpe |atest in a long line o
developed countries. ThéEconomicAdvisory Council an organized way. On@neffectual government
]mﬁintermediary groupsand NitiAayog, says that thehears the oft-repeatecf unconscionable
ahave  health  indicesroad to development startphrase that the educationgkaders,carrying forward
comparable to other middlewith good governance. Theinstitutions serve thefor almost half a century,
me countries. Group 1lndia  Today  Survey community, bumany of the deathly = neglect of
e lowest ranked, includedhighlights some strengths oprestigious schools andninimum forms  of
Bihar, Jharkhand, UP,successful states. Mostolleges cater mostly to thgjovernance such as polig
mgghsthan, Meghalayajmportantly is a good policyelite. =~ The  Catholic making. Andfinally to
Assam, Chhattisgarh, MPregime. Other good indiceshospitals are run well,quote Deuteronomy 5:9 fo
and Odisha, have healtthave surfaced such as safetyther churches are adept ahe sake of our churc
indices similar to the mostof women (Puducherry),institutional |eaders, the sins of the pa
backward countries on thedecentralisation andmismanagement. are now being visited
planet. So it's now official. devolution of powers and However hotly one mayypon the young innocent
Meghalaya sits among thdunctions (Kerala), separateargue, there is no escapingnto the third and fourtHh
bimaru states of India,toilets for girl students inthe fact that in Christiangeneration.
alongside many in the Hindi-100% of schools (Telangana)states, the majority of (The author is from
Hindutva heartland. Meghalaya figures nowherepeople, themselvesvartin Luther Christian
In the low health indices,in lists of best practices. InChristian, —are  poor,yniversity)
3 I I with the government tq
[ Wlne maklng Omﬁ;%za{hL(?rl%o obtain this Aadhar 1D
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a extremely dilapidated

condition and one finds it

Our ten fingerprints aside

much pomp and show had© the Inspection Bungalow gy, the non-identical image

rawn entrepreneurs from fa@nd to the Office of the i - A
nd near tp how theipuperintendent Police Jowai,,. Nothing would be as of our two iris (eyes) wil
ear to showcase the i disgusting as  thebe in the kitty of the
roducts. So far the Statd wonder why this old and .., ~© o w3 .
Government  has onlymuch used road is left V\_/a;]r(rjung that you cannotleovernmer;]t_. What migh
provided space for holdingunattended by the authoritieé"’(')tu (r:iv;/r%/og\r/ernoré%y, tﬁresehaadrinto’? t I{S c%%rllgrobue
this festival. It will have to concerned. It shows that the/ . ; g: T
' normal transactions inportentously sinister. It
your bank accounts. Is thiscould shake the very
ghot a threat-like message'Aadhar” (foundation) of
we are being endlesslyour being on the surfac
bombarded by most of theof the Earth. Many

logically fear th n
awine and calling their shopsthe Deputy CommissionerPanks, shadre-n;a_:_laet c(’)%I((:Jlabey faliarzliy otr uantfaci)rlye
ine stores. Liquor includesJowai. We see pebble?d8NCIes nowacays: TREY .~ om0 e kind of
a whole range of alcoholicscattered all along this roada’€ bullying us to link all guilt and offenses.
drinks and not just wine. TheVIPS who come to stay in theOur accounts to our=r. course, for such
state authorities shouldinspection Bungalow areAadhar ID number. Whatcrucially ambiguous
recognize that wine makingastonished to find such pooif we do not share Aadhar /o (o0& Suprem
Lin Meghalaya can become @oad condition. Elections arecard ID with the financial ~ it of India  has
thriving livelihood and approaching yet many roadagencies? How could they inheld the linking of
encourage this nascenprojects are left untouchedsuspend the  bankasqnar to our bank
Lactivity. There is scope forThis is how public money isaccounts of citizens? First,;ccounts. The case is su
fimproving and implementing drained year after year. Carihe Government asked alli,gice now how how can
the same. However, it allwe be optimistic that a goodcitizens, including the tpe banking sector an
depends on whether those iteader will emerge in 20187 . poor and deprived sectionsnobile companies issu
the Excise Department are Meanwhile the road fromto open bank accounts.yarning after warning ang
actually encouraging theJowaito Dawki up to PynthorNow it's saying that they make people nervous?

roduction of local wine or Village is equally damaged.cannot withdraw that Government should
hey are interested in revenudany tourists frequent thismoney if they do not link being a modern day
generation from the liquorroad to visit some of thethem to their Aadhar no. Shylock by asking for a

*factor is that most licensedthe Public Works
wine shops which actuallyDepartment have failed thi
are liquor shops that we se¢oad. This road is also

Abusiness. tourist spots in Jaintia HillsDoes it not sound pound of our DNA
t Yours etc... hence this raod at leaskuspicious? Is this not the(identity) so rudely.

Dominic S. Wankhar, should have been in a bettecharacter of a fraudster? Yours etc.,

Viaemail condition, but in vain. What Yes, it is a serious crime. Salil Gewali,

1 are our elected It's an unpardonable sin Shillong

representatives  doing?not to allow the public to
These roads are an indicatoWithdraw its hard-earned

.Neglected roads
» 1N Jowal Town  of a failed government and anoney.
failed public representative. Perhaps many ar

Editor, ; ; .
The road opposite RipnarW|II anyone listen to our coming t(3 know now what
Aadhar" is all about.

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite

(@)

0l

He said there were report¢ducated unemployed.

In the last fortnight, two unhealthy and
definitive  studies on By Glenn C Kh&l’kOﬂgOI’ inadequately educated.
developmental and social The throngs of]
indices have beenwomen and children are thdact, Meghalaya wentfashionably dresse

the teaching "that God

otential difficult to ply on this road. Jowai, card? We share thosg!
' Relnood ettt g2 i e ave o
owai Town are being filed |5 GOVt Wron .
Editor, up but this particular road is g gg:gxfsd va\:geg/ str?]amnedr
The recently concludedneglected. This road actually  {Q ask for can reach up to the bone
Annual Shillong Wine needs major repair works. h " marrow of our identity
Festival that was held with!nterestingly this road IeadsAad ar Card , .

leresistance is unique. Thos

ast Antibiotics

Resistance
and India

By lbu Sanjeeb Garg

BEATING THE RHETORIC

t world Antibiotic critical antibiotics such as
|Awareness week was held¢ephalosporins and
h the third week of carbapenems, the sales of
November. The theme thiswhich are tightly controlled.
ryear centred on the question Schedule H is a class of
rof safe use of antibiotics inprescription drugs in India
a prescribed form. It alsoappearing as an appendix to
tackles the increasing globathe Drugs and Cosmetics
2problem of antibiotic Rules, 1945.These are drugs
resistance. To understangvhich cannot be purchased
hthe term antibiotic over the counter without the
tresistance first we have tqrescription of a qualified
understand the meaning ofloctor. The manufacture
the generic term - antibiotic.and sale of all drugs are
AN antibiotic is a medicinecovered under the Drugs
Jthat is used to cure a diseasend Cosmetics Act and
caused by bacteria. ThisRules. They are revised from
means antibiotics are usefutime to time based on the
Lonly against bacterialadvice of the Drugs
ié'nfe_ctions. Antibiotic Technical Advisory Board,
resistance as the ternpart of the Central Drugs
suggests is a phenomeno8tandard Control
which refers to resistanceOrganization in the Ministry
| developed Dby bacteriaof Health and Family
"against antibiotics or thewelfare. The Schedule H1
ability of bacteria to mutatelist was introduced in 2011
Yor change so as to resist theith the hope that it would
Peffects of antibiotics. Thecontrol the unregulated use
lmore a person usesf over the counter sale of
antibiotics the greater his/antibiotics while curbing the
her resistance becomes tproblem of antibiotics
antibiotics. This in turn canresistance. However this
pose a serious health hazandrogram has not been as
*when a person sufferingsuccessful as it was
efrom a life -threateningenvisaged to be. Unlike
disease cannot recoveSchedule X drugs for which
rbecause the antibiotica mandatory documentation
administered to the personrail is required, there is no
will not act since the such provision for Schedule
person's body hasH1 drugs which has resulted
developed a resistancén flouting of norms.
dowards the same. And thiharmacists often do not
g@roblem is the crux of theadhere to the rules while
need for global awarenessnanufactures cannot keep

The Schedule H1 list was
introduced in 2011 with the hope

r that it would control the

' unregulated use of over the

. counter sale of antibiotics while
curbing the problem of antibiotics

y resistance.

)
9
S

h

fon antibiotic resistance. track, thereby making the
1 In a country where process less effective.
Shntibiotics are easily The lack of awareness
available for sale over andegarding antibiotic
sunder the counter theresistance further
chances of antibioticcomplicates the issue. As
resistance risesantibiotics are the bedrock
exponentially. In India the of modern medicine needed
infectious disease burden isn a large variety of reasons,
among the highest in theincreased antibiotic
world and recent reportsresistance will also result in
have shown that theincreased costs thereby
inappropriate and irrationalmaking the medicines less
use of anti-microbial agentsaffordable for an average
against bacterial diseasegsonsumer or patient. Thus
ave led to far morethere is an increasing need
tincreased anti-microbialto address these issues sc
resistance compared tdhat the problem of antibiotic
other countries of the world.resistance does not
{Studies have also indicateg@xacerbate.

that because the health The first step towards
sector in India suffers fromcombating this menace is
inadequacy of publiclarge  scale  public
Lfinance in some levels, theawareness. The problem of
chances for conditionsresistance towards a certain
favourable for developmentkind of drug had taken the

of drug resistance furthershape of an epidemic in
Lincreases. Anti-microbialAustralia. But over a period

resistance  results  nOf time with sustained efforts
difficulty in controlling the the antibiotic resistance has
diseases in the communinP€en cut down remarkably.
and ineffective delivery of India must follow a similar
bhealth care services. trend. =~ The  general

In 2015, WHO conductedPOPulation as well as the
a survey in India which health practitioners must be

revealed a widespread“ade aware of the dangerous

misunderstanding about théMPlications = of  self
use of antibiotics as well a dministration of antibiotics.
antibiotic resistance. In India octors and other health

< practitioners  must  also
the problem of am'bmt'c}:ach and counsel patients

i egarding the same.
who need antibiotics do no harmacists can be

have access to it while

others who do not need i{/(;\é(e)reé%en(qjetciocct)ﬁgisrelsHg:)sse
b it i . .

have it in large amounts. Aot consultation to buy
jlarge part of the almost 40,004, ipiotics. These people
jchildren ~who die of spoyid be encouraged to
pneumonia every year INgeek the advice of qualified
India do so due to Non-peaith experts first. If these
availability of requisite gma)|| steps are followed then
antibiotics while others arethe problem can definitely
administered the same)e solved and the National
indiscriminately. India is Action Plan on Antibiotic
perpetually torn betweenResistance is a right step in
these two sides whichthjs direction. As we move
therefore hampers efforts tanto a new era, health

issue any blanket order orthallenges are going to
administration of antibioticsmorph themselves into
and regulation on the sameincreasingly different forms
To counter this, theand as a nation we must
government in 2011 cameeep reinventing ourselves
with  the concept of to meet such challenges.

Schedule H1 drugs. The (Views expressed by the

Gas Agency Jowai, is in an details will be published.

please?
Yours etc., \ell, what do we share

Schedule H1 list, contains 24ythor are persona|)
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“If you believe in yourself and have
dedication and pride - and never quit,
you'll be a winner. The price of victory is
high but so are the rewards. ”

--- Paul Bryant
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Heat on ULFA (I)
WHILE former ULFA militants are now mostly for

peace, the faction under Paresh Barua called ULFA
(Independent) continues to be aggressive. It has been

trying to subvert peace talks and extorting money

from two tea estates. Fears have been raised about

the possibility of the banned outfit causing havoc

during the proposed Global Investors Summit due

to be held in Guwahati in February. Counter-
insurgency forces led by the Army have begun what

they call 'area domination' to turn the heat on the

rebel group under Paresh Barua. Over the past few
weeks, the outfit has been serving extortion notices

on the authorities of at least two tea gardens, one of
them owned by an MNC, in Tinsukia district. These
notices are sent through WhatsApp. Most of Assam's

850 tea estates dot the upper Assam districts of

Tinsukia and Sibsagar and they produce more than
half of the total annual output of 600 million kg of

tea. The two districts have long borders with
Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland and are vulnerable
to attacks by ULFA (I) militants sheltering in

Myanmar.

The ULFA (I) is perhaps on a last ditch offensive
asitis facing a severe financial crisis. It is also acutely

short of manpower. No wonder the outfit is engaged
in the familiar extortion bid ahead of the Global

Investors Summit (GIS).

The police are trying to

prevent any flow of funds to the ULFA (I). The rebels
must be disarmed before the Summit as their

depredations may adversely affect future investment

in Assam from inside the country and abroad.

LOOKING BA

May 5, 1989

An absurd demand

Dr Rongpi, the newly
elected Chief Executive

Member of the Karbi
Anglong Autonomous
District Council has

summarily rejected the plea of
rigging as accounting for the
astounding success of his
party in the recent Council
election. This is too common
a plea advanced by those
defeated in an electoral fight
and therefore has lost its
validity also in this process.
The weaker the party, the
more glaring is the margin of
defeat and therefore the plea
of rigging is even less
acceptable on that account to
an impartial assessment. The
rout for the AGP Opposition
in the Council has been total

and this alone should have
silenced all adverse
criticized from a sense of
sheer shame implied in it. A
more absurd demand is that
since there has been
rigging, there should be
Governor's Rule imposed
on the Council. There has
been precedent to such an
action during the fairly long
years the Sixth Schedule
has been in operation, and
therefore the demand has at
least the merit of novelty
however thoughtless and
absurd in its concept. We
surmise that the most
vehement in his opposition
to the idea would be the
Governor himself.

It is the coming of age
season in political Delhi,
whereby, the campaign in
Gujarat underscores the
second debut of Rahul who
is all set to take over as
Congress President at a time
when the Party has hit rock
bottom. Happily, his
electioneering has shown a
drastically different image of
him, in stark contrast from
his past: visiting temples,
seeking blessings and
spouting stinging one-liners
against his béte noire.

Yet, even as there is
palpable relief that he has
finally become serious after
nearly 12 years of
'disappearing and dithering'
juxtaposed with "I am anti-
dynasty" and "power is
poison" eruptions, many
wonder how long the
'rTunaway prince's earnest
stint will last given his
staccato outbursts and
political- organisational
experiments as 'de facto
leader'

Undoubtedly, given
Congressmen's obsession
with the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty, Rahul will surely
act as the glue in a Party with
giant sized egos and
opinions. Moreover, it is
better late than never to
formalise the inevitable
transition than live in a
lingering state of
organisational confusion
and drift. The new
confidence in Rahul stems
from his recent
pronouncements in US and
domestic tours. Make no
mistake his elevation marks
the beginning of the "Modi
Vs Rahul 2019 battle".

Further, with Modi's
development plank
floundering coupled with
rising unemployment,
economic slowdown, GST
pains, farmers distress etc.,
are proving to be Rahul's
political propeller which is
giving the Party a ray of
hope. Add to this the social
fault-lines with the
minorities and Dalits upset
over the Sangh Parivar's
overdrive.

Certainly, Sonia has been
working on this since her
ladla's coronation as Vice-
President at the 2013 Jaipur
AICC session and his
ascendency is her dream
come true with her now
shifting to being his mentor
and guide.

But the moot point is: In
a Party which banks and
draws sustenance and
energy from the Nehru-
Gandhi brand, what is

Coming of age

Can Rahul change
Congress?

By Poonam I Kaushish

Rahul's vision, ideas and
direction to provide a new
disha and a fresh sandesh to
take India forward? Does he
have the guts and leadership
to revamp a Party caught
between old timers and his
new blood brood? Become a
catalyst of an amorphous
Party? Are winds of change
sweeping the moribund 131-
year-old Grand Old Party? Or
will he remain our desi
Hamlet?

The Congress has put
itself where it cannot survive
without him. In fact, the Party
is today saddled with small
time netas who at best can
come up with tokenism and
"me-tooism". As it has
become a prisoner of the
highly personalized, even
feudal, functioning and
outlook. Only those who
serve loyalty flourish in the
"nomination culture".

The most unpleasant
aspect of all this is the
withering of  internal

democracy. It has made the
Party hopelessly dependent
on initiatives from above and
tragically immobile in its
absence. Being political
parasites, they cannot
survive on their own and are
as loyal as Vladimir
Nabokov's Lolita.

Succinctly diagnosed by
a senior leader, "Rahul is
sincere, sharply focused and
strongly believes in
deliverance and output." But
is this enough? Given that
he will face a complex
situation while establishing
his status. Others argue that
the Party has touched its
nadir and can only climb up.
In their perception Modi's
popularity seems to have
peaked and could begin to
drop. Yet, they have their
fingers crossed as the Gujarat
outcome  would show
whether the Party is headed
north or south.

Also, the perennially
hopeful Congress believes
that its 2014 meltdown can be
nursed back with time,
political imagination and a lot
of luck. They are banking on
the time-tested desi theory of
political gravity which
seasoned politicians in the
business of experimenting
with power along-with search
of political forgiveness and
electoral redemption believe
in --- no political high-ride
can last smoothly forever.
Similarly, no crash-landing
can be permanently crippling
in the periodic love-hate

reflexes of Indian voters.

Asserted another
senior leader, "Experience
shows  whenever a
Government begins to
disappoint people, they
turn to the Congress as the
natural Party of
governance which remains
the default system of
Indian  politics  that
nobody can wish away.
Our electoral history
stands testimony to this."

However, all is not
honky dory given that the
Party and the Gandhis'
now face unprecedented
existential crisis and
political challenges,
especially when pitted
against the ruthless Modi-
Amit Shah-led BJP. The
task is a steep uphill one
as Rahul suffers from an
image crisis, aloofness,
self-defeating reluctance,
political  experiments,
dithering decision-making
etc.

The Party would need
to work overtime to rid him
of the Pappu' tagline and
pay back in the same coin:
Trash-the-rival. And if the
apolitical foreign-origin
Sonia could master her
rival's game and come up
trumps why can't Rahul? It
has a social media team to
match the fire of the BJP
which is putting across
Gandhi's and Congress'
counter perspective and
highlighting the Modi
Government's failures.

However, first Rahul
has to pass the internal
test to prove his
leadership, organisational
and political acumen,
especially in rebuilding the
Congress in States across
the country, specially the
Hindu heartland where it
has been decimated. All
eyes are on his
performance in the
Assembly polls en- route
the next Lok Sabha
elections.

This is all the more
imperative as most of
Rahul's solo initiatives
since 2013 like holding
Youth Congress elections,
distancing himself from
senior leaders and cosying
up to lightweight neo-
Congress converts',
election strategists read
Prashant Kishore have
boomeranged. This had
created tensions among
battle-hardened senior
leaders who are by-

products of the Indira-
Sanjay school of real
politik and propelled up by
status-quoist Sonia who
dismiss a  bookish
approach as a non-starter.
In the past several
months Gandhi has been
making an effort in
consultations with many
seniors to harmonise the
internal equations
through a give-and-take
collective leadership team
to face the Modi-led BJP
combine. This marks a
balancing act -—--
acknowledging the
wisdom in retaining many
with wealth of experience
and the need to empower
the younger future team.
"There is room for both
seniors and youngsters in
the party. Yet, with most
senior leaders now in their
late 60s or 70s, it is an
occupational hazard to
empower a younger team
for the inevitable
generational shift," said a
Party functionary.
Undeniably, Rahul will
face a complex situation
while establishing his
leadership. The timid
mindset which has been
developed over the years
in the Congress, which
attaches a premium to
loyalty and sycophancy,
will be hard to counter. The
darbari culture, which he
seems allergic to, can't be
genuinely replaced
without his own
credentials coming under
scrutiny. Hence, Rahul
will have to be less radical
as he establishes himself.
True, he is fighting
against his legacy with
earnestness  but  his
success will depend on
how he acts on changing
the moribund Party replete
with feudal mindset and
move beyond the politics
of entitlement, in to a Gen-
Next organization to fulfill
the surging aspirations of
the aam aadmi rearing to
go. Having taken
expectations sky high
with his words, promises
and a pledge to put
systems right within the
Congress, it remains to be
seen how much he will be
able to deliver and how it
will impact his future
politics if he is unable to
deliver what he has
promised. Will he be the
Party's Kohli and lead it to
victory? Remember,
politics is a heartless and
unforgiving mistress.
INFA

O THE EDITOR

Rule of law
imperative in a
democracy

Editor,

On November 26,1949,
the Constituent Assembly
under the chairmanship of
Dr BR Ambedkar adopted
the Constitution of India.
Later this day was celebrated
as "Law Day." It was the day
when the people of the India
gave themselves a valuable
manuscript, namely the
Constitution of India to
govern their national life.
The framers of the
Constitution have drafted it
in such a way that makes
India a "Sovereign, Socialist,
Secular, Democratic,
Republic," as mentioned in
the Preamble or the
introduction to the
Constitution. The
fundamental aim of the
Constitution is to give
power to the people. "WE,
THE PEOPLE" in the
Preamble, permeates all
other provisions in the
Indian Constitution and is
the guiding spirit of the
Constitution.

In India, the Constitution
vests all power on the
people and not on the
elected representatives. Dr
Ambedkar said that the
Preamble embodies the
desire of every member of
the House that the
Constitution should draw its
authority and sovereignty

from the people. The
fundamental objective
behind this celebration is that
we submit ourselves to the
rule of law. The Constitution
mandates India to be
governed by the rule of law,
which is the basic feature of
the Constitution. Henry de
Bracton, an English jurist
said, "The King is under no
man but under God and the
law". The dictum, "Be you
ever so high, the law is above
you" is applicable to all. No
person is above the law
irrespective of his authority,
status, culture, caste, creed
and religion. Article 13(2)
states that no law should be
enacted which runs contrary
to the fundamental rights
guaranteed under Part IIT of
the Constitution.

The rule of law is not
merely public order but social
justice based on public order.
The law exists in a society to
ensure proper social life.
However, social life is not a
goal in itself but a means to
allow the individual to live
with dignity. Indian
Democracy stands on the
three pillars of legislature,
executive and the judiciary, of
which the last is the guiding
pillar. The Supreme Court is
the custodian of the Indian
Constitution and exercises its
powers of judicial activism
and judicial review over the
acts of the legislature and the
executive. The Supreme
Court and High Courts are
the defenders of the
Constitution, the guardians

of human rights, promoters
of peace, cordiality and
balance between the
different organs of the
government. However, the
concept of justice does not
rest on the judiciary alone.
Other organs of democracy
also play their part in justice
delivery. The press and
media are great influencing
factors as they help in
shaping public opinion. In
the 178th Report of the Law
Commission, there are a
number of simple non-
controversial changes
suggested in several civil
and criminal laws (called
miscellaneous). These relate
to CPC, CrPC, Transfer of
Property Act, Specific Relief
Act, Motor Vehicles Act, etc.

and can bring about
significant changes to
speed up the justice

delivery system of the
country. Let us understand
that the Constitution is not
just a lawyer's Bible but a
sheet anchor of the
country's democracy and
the charter of the basic
rights and responsibilities of
its citizens.
Yours etc.,
Melamshwa Allya Pakma
Law Student, 5th
Semester,
NEHU

No hatred for
the Kkillers

Editor,
An unforgettable terror

attack happened on 13
November 2015 in Paris.
France has just witnessed
another terrorist attack on
October 1. Now France has
become a stage to manifest
hatred versus compassion.
While terrorists have shown
supreme hatred for human
values, marked by an almost
cannibalistic pleasure in
killing as many people as
possible, the taxi drivers in
Paris personify compassion
against the backdrop of
hatred as they silently rescue
victims from the danger zone
to a safer area or to a hospital
without charge. The stage
looks like a battlefield.
However, it is not a battle
between nations or religions
but between cultures,
specifically between the
progressive, secular, liberal
variety on the one hand and
the dogmatic, fanatical, and
medieval at another. It is a
battle, so to speak, between
Malala Yousufzai and the
Taliban.

Society cannot advance
without cooperation and
tolerance. They are the keys
for mutual existence. Our
body cannot function if there
is a dissonance among its
parts. Simple common sense
tells us that coordination
among all of its parts is a
must for smooth running of
a machine. Unfortunately,
inhumanity is not a Taliban
monopoly. Cut throat
competition is the hallmark of
modern society. Market
economy foments

consumerism and as often
as not provokes cruelty.
Popular video games like
"Vice City" and sports like
WWEF can twist the human
spirit for adventure into
sadism. These virtual and
cruel games and footloose
hedonism that preach,
"shop till you drop," way
of life are destroying
human sensitivity which is
the essence of humanity.
The limit of one's freedom
is before another's nose.
But the market players
want to stretch it further
and break the nose of
human values.

It is reported that
among the ISIS recruits
are teenagers who are keen
to get a real feel of the
virtual games. Therefore
the bridge between these
two forces can clearly be
seen. The greed for power,
be it political or economic,
drives the rabid Taliban
and business tycoons
alike. Those at an
impressionable age are
easy prey of these greedy
monsters. Hence this
battle is not to be fought
only at the boundaries but
in every sphere of the
globe. In fact this needs to
be waged even within our
minds. The terrorists want
to spread hatred and fear.
It is heartening to see,
France being resilient in
the face of the menace.
This itself is a great victory
against terrorism. The
need of the hour is to

cleanse the greed for
pleasure at the cost of
others and to take concrete
safety measures to thwart
such attacks in future.

Now, we will again hear
what a Frenchman whose
wife has sacrificed her life
in the Paris massacre to
save their only child, is
saying to the terrorists,
"On Friday night you stole
away the life of an
exceptional being, the love
of my life, the mother of my
son, but you will not have
my hatred. I do not know
who you are and I don't
want to know. You are dead
souls. If the God for whom
you kill so blindly made us
in His image, each bullet
in my wife's body would
have been a wound in His
heart. I will not give you
the gift of hating you. You
have obviously sought it
but responding to hatred
with anger would be to
give in to the same
ignorance that has made
you what you are. We are
only two, my son and I,
but every day of his life
this little boy will insult
you with his happiness
and freedom. Because you
don't have his hatred
either! "

His words convey a
hint of a better tomorrow.
There is every reason to
be optimistic.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Huge electoral challenge ahead for Rahul

(Gandhi scion
must deliver as
Congress chief

By Kalyani Shankar

Congress Vice-President
Rahul Gandhi is likely to take
over the reins of his party
ending the suspense on
December 5. He will be fifth
member of the Nehru-
Gandhi dynasty to become
the president of the 132-
year grand old party. The
Congress strategists are
delighted that in the run up
to the elections in Gujarat
next month, Rahul Gandhi is
getting good response.

Rahul seems to have
engineered a remarkable
makeover by shedding his
reticence and adding a
chatty approach to his
public image. He has been
doing much better campaign
and his delivery of speech,
the issues he has taken up
to attack the BJP clearly
indicates a carefully crafted

agenda and a new narrative.
The Pachmarhi conclave
and Shimla conclave
brainstorming sessions had
yielded new ideas in the past.

In 2004, the Congress
came up with the concept of
"Aam Aadmi" which clicked.
He needs to have some out-
of-the-box thinking to woo
the voters.

Secondly, it is vital to
build the organisation,
which is in shambles.
Unfortunately both the
mother and son had taken
little initiative in the
organization all these years.
Unless this is done, the
Congress has no hope to
rule again. The BJP has a
strong leader,
organisational strength, the
support of the Sangh Parivar
and unlimited finance.

“Rahul has reasons to smile as he is

being taken seriously. His newfound

humour in his tweets and responses

are catching up in the social media
perhaps because he is able to catch the
imagination of the people. Moreover

he is no longer just a shrill critic of
Modi but raises much calmer issues of

importance - both political
as well as economic.”

strategy of the party
managers. His September
US trip showed that he had
some careful coaching. After
dilly-dallying for 14 years,
Rahul himself declared from
the US that he was ready to
become the Congress
party's prime ministerial
candidate.

Rahul has reasons to
smile as he is being taken
seriously. His newfound
humour in his tweets and
responses are catching up
in the social media perhaps
because he is able to catch
the imagination of the
people. Moreover he is no
longer just a shrill critic of
Modi but raises much calmer
issues of importance - both
political as well as economic.
The GST and
demonetisation - the two
economic issues he has
taken up are important as
they represent the
discontent among the
traders, middle class and
others. People who were
dismissing him as "Pappu"
have sat up to look at him
afresh. The bigger change is
that the BJP has been
responding to the issues he
has raised instead of
ridiculing him.

Not only senior cabinet
ministers but also Modi and
Amit Shah have reacted to
Rahul Gandhi's charges on
economy and other issues.
A senior congress leader
says, "I don't know what is
happening. Earlier we used
to request most newspapers
and channels to give us
some space and they never
did. Today, on their own, the
media coverage on Rahul
and the Congress has
increased considerably."
The strategists believe that
he is on the way to
becoming a 24/7 politician.
"Once he takes over as the
party chief, he might even
become more accessible if
he wants to make a mark",
claims a Congress working
committee member.

All this improvement will
disappear if Rahul as
Congress President does
not deliver. It is too early to
say  whether  Rahul's
presidency will make a
positive difference to the
Congress Party because the
task ahead is stupendous.
Though in the short run
nothing much might change,
in the long run, Rahul needs
to think of a strategy if he is
serious about emerging an
alternate to Modi. Clearly,
Modi-bashing alone is not
enough. There are no short
cuts except to build an
alternative development

Thirdly, the party needs
second rung leaders. The
Congress had in the past
strong state leaders like B.C.
Roy, Sanjiva Reddy, Morarji
Desai and Y.B. Chavan and
also national leaders like
Nehru, Rajendra Prasad,
and Sardar Patel. An
insecure Indira Gandhi had
put puppets in the state,
which continues still.

Fourthly, a good team
with a blend of old guards
and the younger leaders is
required. The old guard will
provide the experience while
the younger ones will
induct fresh blood.
Pedigreed leaders like
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Sachin
Pilot and Deepender Huda
are in his inner circle.
Though it cannot be a
disqualification he has to
ensure others also get
importance.

Fifthly, the party has to
find ways of connecting
with the people. Only this
will retain old voters and get
new voters. Chanting
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi will not help
any more as many youth
voters have no clue about
who they are. They have
aspirations, which need to
be fulfilled.

The sixth is to build a
good caste coalition. In the
past the congress had a
winning caste combination
of Brahmins, Dalits,
Muslims and Backward
classes. But they had all
moved away due to the
emergence of caste and
identity based parties.
Rahul has to find ways of
getting them back by way
of social engineering.

The seventh is to build
credible alliances. Sonia
Gandhi was able to build the
UPA in 2004 but it is
shrinking. Since it may take
a while for the Congress to
come to power on its own,
the alliance is the next best
way to fight the BJP. After
all Modi had come to power
with just 31 per cent of votes
and the rest all are scattered.
The efforts should be to
ensure that the opposition
votes are not split.

It still remains to be seen
whether the Gandhi scion
can emerge as a formidable
opponent to Prime Minister
Modi. He has to show his
determination, dedication
and political astuteness to
match Modi's leadership.
One visible thing is for the
first time the Gandhi scion
is enjoying his role as
opposition leader. (IPA
Service)
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“Competition is a process or variety of
habitual behavior that grows out of a
habit of mind.”
--- Henry Ford
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Data Protection
A high-level government committee of expe
headed by Justice B N Srikrishna has asked
views from relevant people on data protection.
an issue of great importance and has sps
relevance to the increasing scope of Aadhaar lin
for different services. The matter is awaiti
adjudication by the apex court. The Aadh
biometric data are now being used for every are
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Rating Agencies
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healing among the Khasis Junks these

By Shivaji Sarkar

5

r The  World Bank, India-rating suppressed?
International Monetary But first, let's look at the
Fund and the Asian similarities. Both the

hDevelopment Bank haveagencies foresee stronger
positive outlooks for India. GDP  growth of
But the credit rating @approximately 7.5-7.6 per
agencies are yet to budgecent over the forecast
eMoody's have made a minothorizon of next few years.
upgrade after 14 years tolhe slowdown to 6.5-6.6
Baa2 and S&P has noter cent caused by
foudged at all. The biggmmonetlsanon and GST

fquestion then is: Is India aitmplementation-led

all the present spiritudlfault or the rating agencies@isruptions is seen as

r Early this year in May, short-term disturbances,
fEconomic Affairs Secretarybeyond which growth is
Shaktikanta Das had state@xpected to rebound.
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and fundamentals improve 9rowth revival to multiple
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maternal uncle. In thediseases are caused by th@est. Ki nongshat- dract.![(r:]eth as not mfgtrg
transmigration of souls ofhostile spirits, the ghosts,nongkheifi  in the '|'aow\glei ande snuﬁgqn?;)fohis
the Hindus, thengiew and and even by the spirits ofcommunit

us, t y religions arecjan but to spirits o
soul can immigrate from mandead clan members, as ghose who are appointedyurus who constitute th
to man or from man to punlshment for some by the particu|ar kurs Wholine of Spiritual practice

animal. In themih-kyrtengof commissions or omissionshold religious offices aswhich mostly come fro
the Khasis the rngiew canwhich displeased them. Theylyngdoh and sohblei or tantric Hinduism and

shift only from one humanalso believe that suchany other religious other occult practices fro
Hoeing to another but not tospiritually caused diseasesyosition in the raid and theneighbouring tribes. S
tanimals. In the must be cured spiritually. hima. No individual man there are many questio
transmigration of souls, theThere is something amongcan without the authority still to be answered wit
soul of a dead man can b¢he Khasis calledka stad’, of ka sad ka sunonthe issues of conservin
reborn in another man, butor ‘ka slu-ka pyrsador the (rjtyals) of his ownkur and protecting traditiona
in ka mih-kyrtengthe soul mysterious spiritual power appoint himself as a1 healing among the Khasi

protection which is becoming all the more import
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of
Digital India.
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High Court to decide
Babri Masjid dispute

The Babri Masjid-Ram feature of the debate whicl
Janma Bhoomi dispure will becut across party lines wa
decided by a three judgethat the participants werg
division bench of the unanimous in condemning
Allahabad High Court, Home communalism and
Minister Mr Buta Singh demanding a statutory ba
announced in the Lok Sabhayn all organizations
today. He said the professing communalism.
government of Uttar Pradesh The Home Minister
would be moving the matterreaffirmed the
before the division bench ongovernment's resolve ta
July 10 when he expected alcombat communalism with
the parties to the dispute taa heavy hand but regrette
be present. that no state governmen

Mr Buta Singh was barring the Uttar Pradesh
replying to an animatedgovernment had so far se
special discussion on theyp a "composite" police
communal situation in theforce for dealing with
country. A noteworthy communal tension.
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IS the |aW from the Police Stationtraffic...) will take its threshold and we can fgel théownSh_lps (I am sure inell. They seem to bg

: directly to the Civil course?”  All of us highly charged political Garo Hills the condition of nore development
protectlng an  Hospital, Shillong on experience daily, the speeddtmosphere in the Staterural roads would beégriented than thei
October 5, 2017. Here, hepfthe Shillong traffic - “dead Politicians are busy visiting equally bad if not worse). hredecessors. i@en the

accused? enjoyed protection and thesjow and stop!” Parents and0uses, meeting peoplelf roads to these towns ar€hance, many of thg
Editor, comfort of the hospital for gitizens need to be really,attending functions etc. as bad as they are, how,,qding politicians

a considerable amount Ofreall

gm(caélttir?en?r?criléévr\:? Qqnodnttl?]seif the accused in such a cas€@
October 7, 2017,Engineer ,..ised is still undergoing.( where the child is a minor)thrr?ug!1
held in rape of minor,” geatment, now in a private'S apprehended he carpcheming.
wherein one Mr. Lumlang hospital of the city, with the ¢

enjoy long periods of relief 'ural | these. health care. an .
Nongbri was named as thepermission of the court.in hospital. The real especially those in far flung , thnd nothing else. Issud
accused,| would like to raiseSome

shockingly questionis : WHO IS BEING areas, are seen frequentingdulcatigln ared_t_in I? of religion, denomination
. : \ . \ eplorable condition. ici

some disturbing concerns,disturbing questions need®ROTECTED? t grzesgllgggssévehne;et é?ﬁgﬁqigsionary schools ando" ethnicity, should bg
fc_)tr_ feaCtlonAflromdconcertr;]edFo .ge alskedd: Did rt1hed _lTh:ougf}dyl_cl)(ur es:een;]ed‘t’;’mes As usuathey will dispensaries were ”Otgﬁéuldbaelzgngﬁt o eoRls
citizens. ready € incident lead to such adaily, | would like to alert the : . . . . .
numerous cases of rapeserious illness in thecitizens of the State duPe the simple people thther%, gheseb poo; pepplgself'Sh motives and thin
assault and violence againshccused that he requiresegarding this matter. 1Y€t another list of would have been deprivedyy community
women in Meghalaya, thatnearly two months of would also urgently appeald€velopment projects. Onceof tféle m:ﬁt EaSIC h#_manQevelopmeqt. At times i
have been reported in thetreatment? When was thag the Honorable Chiefthe elections are over andieeds. these thingsjs the craving for such
media in 2017 and the slowlast time the accused Wasyinister and Home Minister theY are elected, you can b@rove that our veteranpersonal benefits tha
pace of the judicial system,in hospital for such a long ¢ peghalaya, in the SUr€ that not even theirpoliticians have failed to failitates  political
is extremely worrisome for time and for what illness?; 1o oot of so manv sufferingSha@dows would be seen irfleliver on their promises. manipulation of the
many. Inthis particular case, Has there been a Medical,; i s ( ar¥icu|ar| Ythose places. All of themSome of them have been,gters. The culture o
the Police Department needgoard constituted to hildren). to iﬁtervene zowould have cosy homes inin power for fifteen to «money for vote” should
to be commended in terms Ofoyamine the seriousness o ’ {he city where they can livetwenty five years but pever be tolerated by an

concerned that evenPolitical parties vie with eachwould the condition of ¢oyid spring surprises
ther to woo the votersroads be to the interiortpe people of

their political villages? In most of theseMeghaIaya should now
Candidates ofvillages, electricity is a «ygte for a change” of
constituencies, distant dream. Besides«gte for development”

Apropos the news item y

carried by your paper on

the swift initial response andiphe  jlment/s of the hal; sl(ajeedy Justice s SeerL’ smfortable life. Thereforewithout much impact on right-thinking citizen of
registering the case under the,.c;sed? Has ant® be done. they will never experiencedevelopment. our State.

relevant sections of thej, egtigation been carried Yours etc., 0 hardships of those The West Khasi Hills Yours etc.
stringent POCSO ( Protectiong ¢ apout any earlier C. Noronha, people who live in thosehas typical leaders of this Barnes Mawrie sdH
of Children From Sexual jncident concerning the Viaemail villages. This is the reasonsort who rank very low in Via email

Offences)  Act  and zccused? Is it so easy to

completing all the preliminary caliously evade arrest even
formalities as far as the victimynder a stringent POCSO

Let’s “Vote for
is concerned. Act? Isn't this an invitation

n
Change
However, it is extremely to other such persons that

puzzling and unfathomable,they have nothing to worry  Editor,
that the accused was taken “The law (like the Shillong  Election

why roads in rural areasthe scale of development
remain as miserable as theyt is time now that Letters to the Editor must have
were three decades ago. Juveterans should make way the full name, address and
think of the roads going tofor young blood. It is a conta_ct number of the wnte:.',
Rangblang, to Rambrai, tofact that many young| éven if they ar? sent by er.m.all.
Balat or to Mawkyrwat politicians in our State, arg Only letters with the requisite
the which  are important performing exceptionally details will be published.
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notch above the junk statusStapility. Modi's whirlwind
tours have improved the

Bvith stable outlook but .

Qommenting that there ardmage of the country across
lvulnerabilities stemmingthe globe. India is having

from low per capita income €W Pusiness partners. It is
and high government debtg'v'lgg Ieadershu:; tol the

balance -- fiscal deficit. Both VOI'¢ _&conomy not only in

agencies have doubts abolgR/CS: Pr?clilfic r.egiorﬁ but
the repaying capacities. even is challenging the G-

t20 and G-8 leadership to
6eckon it as equal.

China's reported debt
ahnswe_r why they _had keIDtsurged to 264 per cent of its
the ratings low during 2004,

GDP at the end of 2016, from
evhen the country ruled by g5 o "cant in 2009. In
Agﬁ ' uggﬁ;ﬁr'm\e/aM'r;St:é contrast, India's debt fell to

IPAYEE g per cent of its GDP from
.showed remarkable

; : 72 per cent. The World
improvements in forex

.~ Bank and IMF ratings
reserves, GDP growth, fiscaly, .4 accepted as reality
balance, inflation, farm

growth, jobs, manufacturingby both the agencies are at

“best ignored. The two have
and other related economiGpair problems but they

and political areas. It gave;.cant that India is
the country the epithet Ofdefinigely not in the junk
'India shining'. rade

Most rating agencies hadg .

. h ¢ The S&P says India's
put India even then - afterating reflects its strong

‘13 years of the ushering ingpp growth, sound external
of  globalisation and profile and improving
liberalisation reforms -- in manetary credibility. These,
dunk grade. The Governmeniy  gaid; are "balanced
needs to ask them this,gainst vulnerabilities
pointed question. The 2004stemming from  the
was Iandr_nark_m many wayScountry's low per capita
For the first time economicincome and relatively high
grOWth more than doubledgeneral government debt
at 8.2 per cent in 2003-O4stock.” Even Fitch has
compared to four per cent dgnored the progress of
year ago. _India and kept the rating
Did not the rating ynchanged. Is it not then
agencies overlook this? Theendentious to keep the
effect of this was seen in theating low?
'subsequent years of the what could be the
YPA regime, when themotive? The agencies
growth continued to rise tocertainly are not favourably
Gouch global best. Had Indiaplaced for India. They feel
Igot higher ratings in 2004,that a higher realistic grade
Ptoday's controversy wouldfor India would benefit it
not have been there. globally. The Indian
This was not reflected in corporate could get credit
the ratings by internationalat cheaper rates. But that
,agencies. This should be &ould be upsetting the pie.
[ matter of deep study. If theindia getting credit at lower
Narendra Modi governmentrates also means it would
has raised the issue withmake credit dearer for
.them, they have to answewestern contenders. An
[as it may not be about thandia growth is envy for
functioning of the presentmany countries which are
‘government but why theystill grasping. Even the US
have  committed thesees difficulty in managing
historical blunder. its economy despite some
India continued to lead positive indications.
the global growth even when A mood surge in Indian
Yhe US and Europe sufferednarkets is still not good
the worst sub-prime crisis --news for countries who
upheaval in their financialhave been exploiting the
institutions -- in 2007-08. country through various
ven the US and othermachinations. One aspect is
government banks ando keep the rupee at a low
financial institutions parity. It makes goods in
collapsed under the worstindia expensive while the
mismanagement of theirwestern nations benefit as
teconomies. imports for them become
India was doing well at cheaper. In international
that time. The rating agencieseckoning India since 1966,
played truant despitethe first devaluation of
accepting that Indiarupee has been a loser.
Ymanaged its economy well. Globally, howsoever,
They have to answer to thediplomatically they may
Indian people today forlook friendly the countries
reneging. It should beplay such games through
considered either a greavarious bodies like these
failure on their part or if it is agencies. India needs to be
willful then a crime. cautious and challenge, as
Moody's Vice Presidentrightfully now they have
William Foster now saysdone, in accepting the
that India's potential isratings. India needs to
higher than BAA-rated promote its own credible
nations. So should the debtating agency and junk the
alone be the criterion to keepnternational ones. ---INFA




